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Notes and Clippings. 


THE church of. England requires $58,000 000 a | rusty from neglect.— Truth. 


year. 


Tue witch-burnors of Balem were as fond of 
baked bein's as their descendants in Boston now. 
are. 


Mn. AnnoT, of the Index, was recently heard by: 
our, special agent indulging in the following 
sollloquy : : 

"Oh, when I ibink of what I are, 
And what Y used to was, 

` I feel I hove myself away 
Without sufficient cause.” 


AT the time of the French revolution in 1792, 
there were in. France 27,000. monks, 37,000 nuns, 
and 70,000 priests, and tbe church’s yearly revy- 
enue amounted to £56, 000,000, There are now 
some 80.000 or 90, 000 priests in that country. 


Tue London? Osmatock, Mr. Charles Hastings 
Collette, solicitor to the Society for the Sup- 
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30 much business mingled with pleasure in 
attending to the Ingeraolls, the’ Frothiughams, 
and the Adlers of this wicked and ververse/gen- 
-eration that all his: other affairs would get 


OrrIOIAL censorship over the mails is just 
now being pushed a little too far by Postmaster- 
General Key. The latest will be found ‘in his 
reportto Oongress recommending that news-: 
papers containing lottery advertisements shall 
be excluded: transportation in the mails. This 
is the most cheeky and’ impudent: proposifion 
that-has yet appeared from that source. Dio: 
tating to the press of this country what adver- 
iisements.a publisher shall accept in order to 
be allowed the use of the mails! A little more 
of this kind of censorship and the people will 
begin to wake up and ask questions of the pres- 
ent administration ,that will be difficult te &n- 
swer.—Le Claire (Iowa) Pilot. 


THE other day a sensible jury decided by their 
verdict not to believe Anthony Comstock on 
oath. Lat us trust that the day of this crea- 
ture’s downfall: may be/near at hand. Under 


pression of: Vice, has been brought before a | the pretense of virtue this Comstock has com- 


police magistrate charged with the appropri- 
ation to his own use of à sui of £2,300, for which 
he was trusteé under the marriage ‘settloment 
of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Oharles Finch, ` 


Dr. V, M. Warts, of London, publishes statis- 
ties: to: show that - Oatholicism . is declining 
relatively in, the United Kingdom, In 1841 the 
Catholics’ forméd' twenty-seven per cent of the 
population: now their proportion is eighteen 
per cent. He thinke, however, that the political 
influence of the. church of Rome has increased. 


PROFESSOR TYNDALL, speaking of the theory 
of evolution, says: “I share Virchow’s opinion 
that the theory of evolution in its complete form 
_ Involves the assumption that, at some period 
7? orother of the earth’s history, there oceurred 
what would now be called spontaneous genera- 
tion. I agree with him that the proofs are still 
wanting. " 


Leo XIII. in a recent address ‘speaking of the 
Infidelity of the day declared that the error 
which surmoünts all others ‘and infects-the 
proud intellects of the age is "that cold and 
base naturalism which has now invaded all 
Glasses of public and private life, substituting 
human for divine reason, nature for grace, and 
disowning the Redeemer. 


In one of his recent harangues Jos Oook ex- 
vresBed indignation and. surprise that some- 
thing or other should hav occurred “ within 
sight of these cultured streets of Boston." We 


were aware that certain Bostonians, not having’ 


the fear of the Queen’s English before their 
eyes, are in the habit of describing themselves 
as “cultured ;" but it was reserved for Joe Oook 
to detect the same mysterious peculiarity in 
_ the streets of that astonishing city.—Sun, 


A COMMITTEE of the Park Street church 
Boston, reported lately that it had made patient 
investigation among the converts of the recent 
revival meetings in that city, and found a 
marked falling from grace among those who 
had been most earnest in religious professions 
ayeer ago. The Rev. Dr. Withrow, in reading 
the report from his pulpit, said that with few 


mitted outrages against human nature, Under 
the cloak of.virtue he has perpetrated deeds at 
which hardened vice would blush. Ho’ has 


‘I been à spy, an informer, a betrayer. He has 


tempted to the commission of crime in order to 
pound the law upon his victima. He has forcad 
even & newspaper mat to blush for and at hu- 
man nature, But he has come to the end of his 
rope. We would like to know he were literally 
at a rope's end.— Te Postal Card, : 


THE recent, Old South fair in this city afforded 
another illustration of the scandalous manner 
in which good morals and the laws of the state 
are often defied. -Not only was gambling in the 
form of raffitng carried on freely,:but it was un- 


derstood to represent the deliberate policy of 


the managers. It would be hard to finda more 
flagrant violation of either morality or the law 


of this state than the gambling in question, 
The facts arethe more serious because it is & 


common occurrence for North End gamblers to 
be arrested and punished by our courts, They 
are no more really guilty than those concerned 
in the raffles of our popular fairs, the difference 
being that the latter are better dressed and hold 
pows in fashionable chureher. Boston Congre- 
gationalist, 

A MISSIONARY making 8 journey through Zulu- 
land was entertained at anative’s hut. An old 
woman from a distant place, where the people 
had never heard of God orthe Bible, related the 
following tradition: '" One of the Zulu ances- 
tors, long ago. stood by the river, lifted his stick 
and the water stood up like walls, so that the 
people passed over on dry land," She told of 
another who had slept and dreamed of a 
“climbing way "upto the sky, with the " maids 
of heaven going up and down, and of his wak- 
ing and placing stones to mark the spot. Also, 


‘| ofa boy who had slain a great giant with stones 


from the brook, and who afterwards was made 
king. These must be traditions of Jacob at 
Bethel, the passage of Israel over the Rad ea 
or the Jordan river, and theslaughter of @ciiath 
by David. 


ONE by one the leading soholäre and profes- 


exceptions the converts had relapsed into a | 80ré in all branches of science are being forced 
condition worse than that in which they were | t© the conclusion that the Mosaical account of 


previous to their professed change of heart, - 


the creation must be regarded as fiction rather 
than fact. One of the latest who has announced 


THE main reason why so many of the olergy himself as having reached this conclusion is 


array themselves in strange garments, to each 
of which they affix a mystic signification, hav 
strong views about candies and other chureh 
ornaments, weary their followers respecting 

. the advantages. of fish dinners over meat din- 
ners, and urge young ladies to confess their 
sins to their spiritual pastors,is because they 
hav more energy than brains, and, not being 
able to, make themselves famous, are al] the 
more eager to attain some sort of notoriety.— 
London Truth. : 


How ANTHONY OoMsTOOEK and the bigots b be-: 


hind him must long to hav, in America, lawa 
similar to those of Turkey. There they hav 
sentenced a Mussulman priest to death for | 
assisting to translate the Bible into: the Turkish 
langnage. That is, in Turkey, Infidels are exe- 
cuted. Now. if Comstock could only get things 
in shape to make hanging, burning, or some- 
thing of that kind the punishment for Infidelity 
here, his obscenity and lottery laws might.go to 
the dogs for all he would eare. Hs would. hav 


Prof. Richard A. Proctor, than whom there is 
no abler and profound astronomer living. The 
New York Herald, in its report of à recent lec- 
ture of his on" The Religion of Astronomy,” 
says: On the subject of the existence of design 
or purpose in the many planetary systems 
Prof. Proctor said that candor compelled :him 
to say that he could not discover any, Intention 
did not seam to have any place in the constant 
evolution of new worlds." It will now be in 
order for a certain class: of theologians to de- 
nounce Prof. Proctor as an iguoramus, as a 
horse-thief, and as a villain 1—Duluth. Tribune, 


In an apology for the daily press publishing 


80 many reports of eriminal doings, the La’ 


| Crosse daily Democrat says: "So far as its re- 
sponsibility for crime is concerned because of 


| ite publication, it may cite a distinguished ex- 


ainple which éven the most sentimental caviller 
will not underrate—the Bible. Those who hav 
perused that sacred volume, whose pages teem 


t 
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crimes, will scarcely deny that the people of the 
day in which it was written were worse than the 
people of our day; that the sacred historian 
was not more choice in his language than the 
modern reporter, and that the subjects therein 
are fully equal in villainy and repulsiveness to 
those which now often monopolize the columns 
of the daily newspaper. In fact, there are far 
worse ideas and more obscene language bet ween 

‘he lids of the Bible than that for which Bennett 
now lies rotting in a New York jail, Chapter 
after ckapter of a book whieh is the established 
rule of life for all Obristianity contains lan- 
guage which, used ina daily newspaper, would 
prohibit its circulation in the mails and send its 
publisher through the United States courts to a 
felon's cell,” 


THAT remarkable concern, the Young Men's 
Ohristian Association- which the Court of 
Common Pleas lately decided was a public 
charity, and therefore entitled to exemption 
from taxation upon its great bullding at Fif- 
teenth and Ohestnut streets, Philadelphia— 
has shown how muah of a charity it really is in 
its conduct toward the members of the new 
church, commonly called Swedenborgians. The 
new church, remarks the Dispatch, is a Ohris- 
tian sect’ but it is not sufficiently Oalvinistic to 
suit the managers at Fifieenth and Chestnut 
streeta. Therefore, when Rev. Chauncy Giles 
of the First New Jerusalem church made appli- 
cation to rent the theater which is in the Hali 


of lectures on "The Natural and Spiritual 
Death, and Resurrection and Life after Death" 


.}—in all of whieh he expected to show how the 


doctrines of his church agree with the Bible— 
the Young Men's Christian Association man- 
agers refused to rent the hall to him upon the 
ground that he was not “evangelical.” Any 
wandering fiddler, any professor of legerde- 
‘main, any manager of concerts at which pro- 
fane secular songs are sung, may rent Associ- 
ation Hall without any difficulty. But when a 
minister. who does not belong to the favored 
sects seeks the use of the hall for a good and 
moral purpose, the managers of this great 
‘public charity—to support which the Oourt of 
Common Pleas, No. 1, says the oitizsns gener- 
ally should be taxed—hold up their hands in 
holy horror and say: " Oh, no; we might let 
the hall to a bagpipar, or to a pedestrian tour- 
nament, go-as-you-please; but when it comes 
to renting & place to a minister who is not 
evangelica), we could not think of assisting in 
such asin as that!’ 


BrrosEertsm.—A celebrated preacher takes 
liberties with the Bible and his hearers which 
would speedily reduce & less noted man from 
hie position in the pulpit. Extracts from Henry 
Ward Beecher’s sermon of Sunday, Nov. 81st. 
&re published, whieh must sound rather hete- 
rodox to Dr. McOosh and other celebrated theo- 
logians. The sermon was founded on the text, 
"Iam not ashamed of the Gospel of Ohrist,” 
&n affirmation made by Paul in his epistieto the 
Romans. Onthis Mr. Beecher said: 

"Ii Raul was now on earth, seeing the prod- 
ucts of the centuries, it would be very inane for 
himto say,'Ilam not ashamed of Christ.’ Yet 
in some respects the glorying of Paul was not 
mere declamation, for who was Christ? Who 
God was he had told them—' God who made the 
world: but who was Jesus? A peasant, me- 
chanic at a period of the world when workmen 
were very low in the social seale, and if one had 
asked who was divinity that you worship, he 
would hav said ' Jesus.’ 

"*Of what country ?’ 
“*Nazareth.’ 
“< Who were his parents ?’ 
“Joseph and Mary, reoutedly.' 
| “Who was his mother ?' 
“' Mary, who just escaped a divorce through 
the magnanimity of her betrothed.’ 
“* Who was his father ?’ 
. ‘+t No one.’ ; ; 
ar. Jr. eq What is his country ?? 
“* Judea,’ f 

P Um—a Jew-a bastard Jew. What did he 
do?’ 

" ‘Worked as a carpenter in the shóp of his 
putative father.’ -i 

* What became of him?’ 

"' He was charged with a violation of the 

Bons laws. tried and convicted, and put to 


death 

A Um—a bastard; Jewish mechanic, a mal- 
pictor Dut x ptr for fellow ye of the laws of 
untey; ig ellow ng to 
E Worsbig ^ e fel 9 you bring to me 
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Events of the Week. 


ANOTHER war with the Utes is imminent. 


GXNEBAL GRANT and family visited Washing- 
ton on Saturday last. 


Eprson’s new electric lamp is causiug à gon- 
eral tumble in gas stocks. 


A New Haven clergyman was recently impris- 
oned for lascivious behavior. 


WILLIAM HEPWORTH DIXON, the celebrated 
English writer, died on the 27th ult, 


THE thermometer was forty degrees below 
zero at 8‘. Paul, Minn., on Ohristmae. 


MzancHANTS throughout the country oppose 
the introduction of the centai system. 


TurvE children lost their lives in a burning 
dwelling at Enyrestown, N. J., on the 21st ult. 


Tus Rav. Mr. Hayden’s prospects improve 
according to reports of the testimony for the 
defense. 


Aman jumped into the Niagara River from 
the Suspension Bridge a few days ago and was 
drowned. 


A priest in Versailles, Ind.. has been fined 
three hundred dollars for brutally whipping 
three of his pupils. 


Tum skating season has.opened, and several 
drowning accidents are already reported from 
different parts of the country. 


Tar last (we hope it is thelast) six-day pedes- 
trian match in this city was won by Hart, a 
negro, who covered 640 miles. 


THE land excitement in Ireland is subsiding. 
Some of the leading agitators are coming. to 
this country In search of funde. 


Nıne Internationalists hav recently been con- 
vieted by the Italian government. European 
sovereigns are uneasy about their crowns. 


Boston was visited by an extensive fire on 
Sunday last. Over a million dolara’ worth of 
property was destroyed, No lives were lost. 


A TERRIBLE mutiny recently took place.on an 
Italian bark at sea, but the two mulineers were 
shot by the captain after they had killed two 
men, : 


BrsMARCK is still after the Socialists. He has 
just seized a printing establishment in Berlin 
and imprisoned the printera: for publishing 
Bocialistic booke, 


Tae bill for the abolition of slavery in Onba 
has passed the Spanish Senate. Emancipation 
commences this year, and the last of the slaves 
will be free by 1890, 


Tux Ozer of Russia appears to be thoroughly 
frightened at last. He refuses to sign any more 
repressive measures, and favors a conciliatory 
polley with the Nihilists. 


A TRAIN on the Chicago and. Alton Railroad 
ran off the track on Obristmas day, killing two 
passengers and injuring several. Two coaches 
were burnt and the train wrecked generally. 


THERE is serious trouble over the recent elec- 
tlons in Maine. Riots are feared, and tho mil- 
itary are held in readiness, Sme of the clergy 
are making themselves offensively conspicuous 
in the affair. 


T ge English in Afghanistan are getting more 
than they bargained for since the war recom- 
menced, The Afgbans are as desperate, ‘and 
brave as the Zuius, and hav great natural ad- 
vantages in their mountain fastnesses. x 


THE Borussa, a large iron steamship, bound 
from Liverpool to New Orleans, was ‘wreeked 
atsea sometime ago, the passengers and erew 
taking to the boats. One boatload, consisting 
of nine persons, has been rescued. The rest 
hav not been heard from. It is feared that they 
hav &ll—over two hundred—been drowned. 


On the night of the 28th ult. a passenger train 
fell through the bridge over the Firth of Tay, 
in Scotland, drowning 175 persons, The bridge 
is nearly two miles long, one "hundred feet 
high, nnd was finished only two years ago. 
The night being dark, no one saw the catastro- 
phe, and not a soul on the train survives; it is 
supposed that the. middle spans of the bridge 
had been carried away by a. storm. betorg tha 
train pepronsued.: 


The Eruth Seeker, Tannary 2, 1880. 


- Selections. 


* God in the Constitution," or Not t: 


LECTURE DELIVERED BEFORE THÈ LIBERAL LEAGUE 


-OF HANNIBAL, MO., BY D.JÉNEINS. - . 


at their Convention, in New York, Feb. 27,1873: - 


To the Honorable the Members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : § 


The undersigned, citizens: of the’ United Statea, petition 
your honorable body for such an amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United State as shall suitably. express our. 
national acknowledgement of Almighty God-as the .source’ 
of all authority. in civil government; ‘of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the ruler of nations, and: his revealed will às of 
supreme authority, and thus indiéate that this is a Christian. 
nation aud placé all the Christian laws, institutions, and 
usages of the government on an undeniable legal basis in, 


the fundamental law ef the land) 2“. 
Also: pe i 
Believing that Almighty God 


God is of supreme authority in civil affairs, etc. 


+ ^ - 


them to fight each other? > - 


If he is the ruler of nations, why does he permit 


Is the church dangerous to republican institutions? 
Should we use all reasonable and just means to pre- 
vent the union of church and state? Is it customary 
for Protestants to fear Roman influence ?: Equally 
so for Romanists to fear Protestant power? Hav 


we any cause to fear either ? 


When the church.combined. with: the state in the 
4th century, orthodoxy established itself on the uni- 
versal throne of the known world. : The Fathers of 


the church were honored and their writings read and 
studied. Greek learning fell into disrespect. 


the sacred togas vied with the Christian word. It 
was taught in the Serapion of Alexandria, the then 
center of refinement, art, culture, scholarship, and 
learning. The sects into which Christianity then 
‘became divided quarreled among themselves; Each 
sect as it obtained recognition from the government 
alternately persecuted and was in turn persecuted 


by its rival It is customary for Christian cham- 


ions of truth to declare that . among the Latin and 
Greek writers of this period there is nothing extant 


written against the Christian religion except what 


we hav of Porphyry and Celsus, the fragments of 
whom we gather from the quotations from the 


Fathers referring to them. It is argued from this 


that they were not worthy of preservation, and the 
literary wotld suffered them silently to sink into 
contemptible oblivion. But they seldom inform us 
that they were condemned to be burnt by Christian 
authority. They do not tell us (which is the fact) 
that no pagan writings were permitted to be read. 
They do not proclaim proudly the fact that these 
ancient Christians, so near the time of the “ blessed 
Savior,” made it a crime worthy of death to even 
possess or read a heretical Christian book. They 
seldom tell us that it became as much as a man’s life 
was worth to oppose Christianity or to teach even 
the reformed Platonic philosophy. They do not tell 
us, for instance, the story of the gifted, beautiful, 
eloquent, accomplished daughter of Theon ef Alex- 
andria, the great mathematician.. This sweet and 
learned young lady, going to the schoo! where she 
lectured on philosophy so eloquently as to excite the 
envy and hatred of the holy Archbishop St. Cyril; 
this ** Mistress of Philosophy," must be silenced at 
allhazards. The women, who were to keep silent 
in the churches, must not be permitted to outshine 
the stars of God. Her beauty, her position, her 
learning, her brilliancy, her eloquence, must not be 
permitted to lead away souls from the ministers and 
the sanctuaries of the Most High. As she went 
forth one day to her Academy, she was seized by 
the bare-legged, black-cowled monks, servants of the 
* Man of Sorrows,” and this beautiful teacher was 
dragged from her chariot, stripped naked in the 
streets of a great city, and, says one : * Her sweet 
person, that seemed to embody all the enchantments 
of ancient Grecian art and eloquence, poetry and 
philosophy, was then drawn into a Christian church, 
murdered by the club of Peter the Reader, and her 
flesh scraped from the bones with sharp shells, and 
the mangled remains flung into the flames, With 
Hypatia expired the flickering flame of philosophy 
in the Eastern world. Literature and learning lay 
prostrate at the feet of the church all through the 
long night of the dark ages." The Christian saints 
would not permit the learning and eloquence, or vir- 
tues, of such pagan saints and martyrs to be vener- 
ated or perpetuated ; but disgusting monks, hooded 
monasties, cowled priests, lying, hypocritical saints, 
and bloody persecutors, with hands of iron and 


hearts of stone, bishops and archbishops, cave 
saints and pillar saints, perfumed with the stench of 
their own filth and overrun with vermin, are held 
up by the church as the exemplars of the world, and 
their glory arises about in proportion to their use- 


lessnesa, . 


zd] Cruelty, from the age of Moses, hase 
', accompaniment of godliness; ‘and just in proportion 
= as manhas been enabled to love the dévinéty:hashe: 


is the source of all power 
&nd authority in civil government; that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the ruler of nations, and that the revealed will of 


It 
was sustained some time by the other Platonists, and 


tions; 6f bloodthirsty cruelty; lust for power 
yranny, ignorance, -darkness; oppression, - supersti 


The following form. of petition to: Congress jn) ^01 vice, piety, and-orime. "Every new idea was an 


behalf of the proposed Religious Amendment vas 
recommended by the National “Reform. Association 


| enemy to the church and its infallible head, and de: 
creed by’ the powers. which be. and which were 
ordained of God to be destroyed and burned; and in| 
order to destroy it, it Was necessary to. consume 
the vessel which contained it.: So pious were many; 
indeed, that they had more of the article than they 
needed, and the vicegerent of the Almighty kept a 
‘storehouse forthe surplus, and so greatly had: it 
accumulated that the holy Fathers sent out peddlers 


to sell it for the benefit of sinners. Thus commenced 


ter could be purchased for a trifle ; robbery, theft, 
arson, burglary, adultery, incest, and. murder were 


-| licensed on very reasonable or moderate terms, the 


surplus virtues or godliness of the saints being thus 
utilized to fill the coffers of the church and sanctify 
every species of iniquity and crime. That was 
Christianity in the 16th century, and this the con- 
duct of the “ Bride, the Peerless Bride!” for * Lo, I 
am.with you always, even unto the end. of the 


jot or tittle of his word 
fulfilled.  .. . 

We will pass over all the long, dreary night of 
the middle ages, with its flames, fagots, and faith, 
its licentious priests and monster popes, its ordeals 
and trials by Providence to obtain that to which all 
were entitled. We speak not of Pepin and Charle- 
magne, or of Charles V. even. Their lives are house- 
hold words to every student of history. : 

It is generally believed that no danger is to be ap- 


hav we no Protestant persecutions? Did Protestant- 
ism encourage science or knowledge? or were Prot: 
estants, too, only the blind adherents of another 
faith?. Says the great historian, James Anthon 
Froude, in his “Short Studies on Great Subjects :” « 


greater man than Macaulay or Buckle, the German. 


poet Goethe, says of Luther that he threw back the 
intellectual progress of mankind for centuries by 
calling in the passions of the multitude to decide on 
subjects which ought to hav been left to the learned. 
Goethe, in saying this, was alluding especially to 
Erasmus” (p. 44). This was the great scholar, phi- 
losopher, scientist, and poet of Germany's opinion;of 
his own countryman. Bava Luther, “Intellect does 
not understand religion, and when it comes to the 
things of God it laughs at them.” We are inclined 
to believe that Luther was right. But would such a 
man be likely to encourage intellect and its seareh. 
for knowledge ? Alas, even the Holy Inquisition was 
founded by a saint—St. Dominic. 

Our saints are the great inventors, instructors, and 
utilitarians of the ages, who. hav something to show 
in the way of human improvement, advancement, and 
happiness ; in relieving human suffering ; in lessen- 


ing human labor, and ameliorating man’s condition. 


‘When Calvin burnt Seruetus over a slow fire to 
prolong his sufferings, he was thoroughly versed in 
the theology of scripture. When Luther and Me- 
lancthon sanctioned the act, they were admired and 
not censured by the whole Protestant world. When 
Knox, according to Chambers, favored the murder 
of Reggio, because he was a Catholic, was he less a 
Protestant or Christian? Says Froude : “Thus even 
the best men lent themselves unceremoniously to the 
most detestable cruelty. A poor woman was burned 
at St. Andrews when Knox was living there, when a 
word from him would have saved her” (p. 152). Oh, 
how they tortured Symproneus Mitelus there, by the 
most horrible inflictions, in the name of the Bible, 
the church, and religion. This was Presbyterian 
religion in early days. 

The most bigoted, intolerant, and Catholic pious 
of all nations is Spain. Says Buckle: “The influ- 
ence of the French skeptics and Armada curtailed 
the power of the Inquisition in Spain,” ete. (vol. ii, 
p. 86.) “ Their influence put an end to the war of re- 
ligious opinions by making a treaty with Turkey 
which Spain never would otherwise have done, and 
astonished all Europe” (p. 88). Says the same his- 
torian, of Presbyterian Scotland: “It was to Prot-, 
estantism what conservative Spain was to the Roman 
church—the most pious, bigoted, and backward of 
all countries.” Says Buckle: “Of this (opposition 
to the crown) the preachers availed themselves to 
strengthen their own influence, and for upwards of a 
century their exertions stopped all intellectual cult- 
ure, discouraged all independent inquiry, made men 
in religious.matters fearful and austere, and colored 
the whole national character with that dark hue 
which, though now gradually softening, it still re- 
tains ” (vol. ii, p. 208). Again, page 365, hefsays :¥ 
“Tt was therefore natural that in Scotland in the 
17th century, when the authority of the clergy was 
most uncontrolled, the consequences of that authori- 
ty should be most apparent. It was natural that a 
literature should be created such as that of which Ihav 


nn 


ver been the 


tlie “sale.of indulgences” in the Christian. church; 
where license to vice, sin, and crime of any charac- 


world. Amen.” : Jesus had promised, and not one 
should pass away till all: be 


prehended from any or all Protestant sects.. But, 


given some ‘account ;- a literature which encouraged 
superstition, intolerance, and bigotry; a literature 
full of dark misgivings and of still darker threats; 


heen able to despise humanity... Fhe -history of the|a literature which taught man that it was wrong to 


"`; dark ages is only the history of crimes and persecu: 


enjoy the present, and that it was right to tremble at 
the füture;-à literature :in‘a word which, spreading 
gloom on every side, soured the temper, corrupted 
the affections, numbed the intellect, and brought into 
complete dis¢redit those bold and: original inquiries 
without. which there can be no advance in human 
knowledge and: consequently no increage of human 
happiness” (vol. ii, p. 455). "Ir speaking of. the in- 
ductive method by which all our successful scientific 
investigations are pursued, Buckle says : “The only 
exception to this (inductive method) is theology. 
There the: inductive-method, as I hav already ob- 
served, is inapplicable, and. nothing remains but de- 
duction, which is quite sufficient for the purposes of 
the.theológian. Hor he has a peculiar resource 
which supplies-him with general principles, from 
which ‘he can.argue; and the possession of this re- 
‘source-forms the fundamental difference between him 
and the man of science. Science is the result of in- 
quiry ; theology is the result of faith. In the one, 
the spirit of doubt ; in the other, the spirit of belief. 
In science, originality is the parent of discovery and 
is thérefore a merit; in theology, it is the parent of 
heresy, and is therefore a crime. Every system of 
religion the world. has: yet seen requires faith as an 
indispensable duty ; but to every system of science 
it- isa hinderance instead of a duty, inasmuch as it 
discourages those inquisitive and innovating habits 
‘on which all intellectual progress depends. The 
theologian, thus turning credulity into an honor and 
-valuing men in proportion as they are simple-minded 
and easy of. ‘belief, has little need to trouble himself 
with facts which indeed he sets at open defiance in 
his eagerness to relate portentous and often miracu- 
lous events" (vol. ii, p. 459). ` Again, this great his- 
torian says : “I speak not on vague rumor, but from 
what I know as existing at the present time, and for 
the accuracy of -which I can vouch and hold myself 
responsible. : I challenge any one to contradict my 
assertion when I say that, at this moment, nearly all 
over Scotland the finger of scorn is pointed at every 
man who in the exercise of his sacred and inalienable 


right of free judgment refuses to acquiesce in those 


religious notions and to practice those religious cus- 
toms which time indeed has conseorated, but many 
of which aré repulsive to the eye of reason, though 
to.allof them, however irrational they may be, the 
people adhere with inflexible obstinacy. . Knowing 
that these words will be widely read and circulated 
in Scotland, and averse as I naturally am to bring 
on myself the hostility of. a nation for whose many 


‘sterling: and valuable qualities I entertain sincere 


respect, I do nevertheless deliberately affirm ‘that in 
no civilized country is toleration so little understood, 
and that in none is the spirit of bigotry and persecu- 
tion so extensively diffused. Nor can any one won- 
der that such should be the case who observes what - 
is going on there. The churches are as crowded às 
they were in the middle ages, and are filled with 
devout and ignorant worshipers who flock together 
to listen to opinions of which the middle ages alone 
were worthy. . . . And the result is that there runs 
through the entire country a sour and fanatical spirit ; 
an aversion to innocent gayety ; a disposition to limit 
the enjoyments of others; and a love of inquiring 
into the opinions of others, and of interfering with 
them, such as is hardly anywhere else to be found ; 
while in the midst of all this there flourishes a nation- 
al creed, gloomy and austere to the last degree ; a 
creed which is full of forebodings, and threats, and 
horrors of every sort, and which rejoices in pro- 
claiming to mankind how wretched and miserable 
they are ; how small a portion of them can be saved ; 
and what an overwhelming majority is necessarily 
reserved for excruciating, unspeakable, and eternal 
agony ” (vol. ii, pp. 462-3). ‘This is the production 
of Presbyterianism as the national church of Scot- 
land. How do you like the fruits of its spirit and 
the spirit of its Calvinistic theology? So says the 
great scholar, historian, and thinker, and who can 
gainsay him? Is it not a perversion of man’s nature? 
But Christianity crooks men downward and earth- 
ward to make them upright, according to orthodox 
theology. 

But hav Protestants never persecuted? Who perse- 
cuted the Nonconformists? Who chased the Cov- 
enanters into the dens and caves of the mountains? 
Who i ee the utmost refinement of cruelty to 
Roman Catholics in the Netherlands? Who perse- 
cuted the Shakers? “Men and women,” says the 
edict, “ who disobey this command shall be punished 
as disturbers of public order. Women who hav 
fallen into heresy shall be buried alive ; men, if they 
recant, shall lose their heads ; if they continue obsti- 
nate, they shall be burned at the stake” (Froude’s 
“Short Studies on Great Subjects,” p. 45). This 
was Protestant cruelty with the Biblejin their hands. 
Sweden is said to be at this time the most bigoted, 
persecuting, and intolerant country in Europe. Does 
the Bible in their hands prevent them? Did it pre- 
vent the enactment of the Blue laws in New Eng- 
land, or the erection of the stake and scaffold in Old 
England? 


See a specimen of his culture, meekness, wisdom, and 
elegance, and wonder not at Protestant bitterness, 
Said he of Henry V., in his controversy with. him, 
“He is an ass, à pig, a dunghill, the spawn of an adder, 
a basilisk, a lying buffoon :dressed in: a. king's.robes, 
a mad fool with a frothy mouth and.a whorish face :? 
and afterward said to d 
sacrilegious king.” ~ 


him, “You lie, you stupid and 


And he addressed. the pope as. follows: « Little. 


pope, little popey ; you are an ass, a little ass ; walk 
softly, it is slippery ; you may break your. legs, and 
. then it will be said, What the devil is all this? the 
little ass of a popey is crippled. An ass knows that 
he is an ass; a stone knows that: it is a stone ;- but 


those little asses of popes don’t know’ that they are. 


asses" (Veny’s Lives, p. 40). o da oan., 

“ Perhaps,” says Cobbett, * the world nas never in 
any day seen such a nest of atrocious. miscreants as 
Luther, Zuinglius, Calvin, Beza, and the rest of the 


dalous vices.even according to the confession of his 
own followers. 'They agreed in nothing but in.the 
doctrine that good works were useless, and: that the 
saints, as they modestly. called: themselves, would 


not forfeit their right to heaven by any sins, how- | 


ever numerous and enormous, and their lives proved 
the sincerity’ of their teaching. : There was not a 
man of them whose acts did not merit. a halter.”....._ 
It is related by Luther’s friends that in his later 
years he could not hear the name of the great philos- 
opher Aristotle without throwing him into a fury. 
* He is,” says Luther, “truly a devil; a horrid 
calumniator ; a wicked sycophant ; a prince of dark- 
mess; a real Apolyon; a ‘beast ;:a most horrid 
impostor on mankind:; one to whom.there is scarce- 
ly any philosophy ; a public and professed -liar ; a 
goat; a complete epicure — this twice. execrable 
Aristotle.” . The schoolmen, so. Luther said, were 
“locusts, caterpillars, frogs, lice.” He entertained. 
.an abhorrence for them. .'These cpinions, though 


not so emphatically expressed, were entertained by. 


Calvin.- (Draper, quoted by Jamieson in Trura 
SEEKER, Sept. 13, 1879, p. 592.) . uf 

* He that says the gospel requires works for. sal- 
vation, I say fat and plain heis a liar. .: Eras- 
mus of Rotterdam. is the vilest miscreant on earth. 
Whenever I pray, I pray for a curse on Erasmus.. . 
. Every doer of the law, and every moral worker is 
accursed, for he walketh in the presumption of. his 
own righteousness.: I should hav no compas- 
sion on these witches. I would burn them all” 
(Luther’s “ Table Talk.”) What may we expect of 
Protestantism, when such is the language of the 
great representative man‘of the Christian Protestant 
world, to whom they all look up. with so much 
admiration ?. But Luther's learned companion, the 
so-called amiable Melancthon, is often referred to 
for his mildness, innocence, kindness of heart, and 

enuine amiability and goodness. In a letter to 

alvin, after the burning of Servetus in a slow. fire; 
Melanchton says to that fierce persecutor: “The 
church owes you a debt of gratitude: Your magis- 
trates acted justly in putting to death that. blas- 
phemous man." : Can we expect tolerance and kind- 
ness from the followers of such as these ? 

We hav spoken of the great reformer of France 
and’ Switzerland, Calvin, and his persecutions (Did 
he understand the Bible ?); of Luther and Melanc- 
thon of Germany, who approved the burning of 
Servetus; of Knox, the great reformer of Scot- 
land, and of the Protestants of Old and New 
England. Did Luther and Melancthon, and Calvin 
and Knox, understand the Scriptures? Did they 
violate its sacred commands? If so, which? If the 
study of the Bible did not prevent persecution in 
the past, why will it now? If they acted incon- 
sistent with it, who has the right to judge them? 
And by what rule are they to be judged? Did 

.. God's spirit enlighten them to burn and persecute 
sours If not, how do we know that God’s spirit 
jhad anything to do with their reforms? If it did, 
did his spirit cause them in their zeal to burn God’s 
jenemies? And does God's spirit assist to do only 
_ what we approve? 
*w Protestantism and the study of the Bible hav 
Mjbeen tried among the Scandinavian nations as Luther- 
‘ism ; in Switzerland, ete., as Calvinism ; in Scotland, 
„as Presbyterianism ; in England, as Episcopalianism; 
and in New and Old England, as Puritanism. 
every country where it has held political powerit 
has persecuted most unmercifully those whose minds 
were not so constituted as to think its thoughts, 
travelin its ruts, bear its mark or its flag, sing its 
gSongs, and pray its prayers. We hav no way of 
` judging its future but by its past. ls it, then, safe 
cto giv it the purse and sword of the whole people, 
S and trust it again with temporal power? If the 
Bible and piety hav proved no guarantee for the 
Safety of the people and their exemption from the 
abuse of priestly power in the past, by what process 
of reasoning can it be shown to be a security for the 
future? Said the shrewd son of the forest? “If a 
man cheat me once, shame on him ; but if he cheat 
me twice then shame on me.” What, then, shall we 
say of those who permit themselves to be cheated 
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Luther is a representative man of Protestantism, 


| those who are ignorant in spite of experience ! 


|among the Druses of Mt. Lebanon of à few "years 
|ago; of the Turkish or Mohammedan horrible mas- 


-etics a few years ago in southern Russia—about the 


uther, 4 {tion or oppression by the Roman church... ` ` 
distinguished reformers: of the. Christian religion. | ee goo that the Greek aid Bo 


Every one of them was notorious for the most scan- | ern and Western Christians, with the civil power in 


millions oftheir fellow-beings.. When we add to this 
.|the.disgrace,and contumely, the injury to reputa- 
.tion of themselves and their families, the excommu- 


form;a slight idea of what they hav done. . The 


‘character ever experienced to man was inspired by 


relief? . 


"What for? Is God and his book a thing dependent 


| 


Does might make right?. Are the majority to - 
decide for the minority and compel compliance to 
their enactments? And if one's religion differs - 
from mine or,another's, enforce ours upon him if 
necessary ät the point of the bayonet? Would not 
‘such laws and’ law-makers be justly. held in. abhor- 
rence? "The very idea of making. Christianity à. 
thing of Constitutions, and religious duties a matter 
of state policy and legal enactments, is.the very  , 
[spirit of the: past—of ‘the Inquisition and. persecu- . . 
tion. “By what right do the majority seek to:make 
laws to coerce the consciences of the minority in. 
matters of faith ? Why should the: Persian, who 
keeps Thursday holy ; the Mohammedan, who keeps 
Friday ; or the Jew, who keeps Saturday, all. be . 
compelled in a free country like ours to keep.holya . 
day which neither of them believe? Would you . 
convert them to its observance by law? Is force the 
proper way tò convince them of their duty? Would 
you.endear Christianity to. all by persecuting those — 
who do not believe it? Has the preacher given up 
‘the cause to the magistrate? : You pray that men 
‘should observe Christian ordinances, and fulfill your 
own prayers by enacting laws to be enforced, if 
necessary, at the point of the bayonet. Is that moral 
Suasion or legal suasion?. Isit the boasted moral 
power you talk of so.much? Sixty thousand min- 
isters, and millions of believers, so-called, are pray- . 
ing, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth,” . 
and then'aid it by compelling acquiescence in what .. 
they deem its requirements! Are you better than 
your bloody forefathers of persecuting fame? 

Bat it is argued that we would find protection in 
‘universal intelligence and the spirit of the age 
against persecution were the Constitution which 
now partially protects us changed. Isitso? Why 
change it at all? Men hav always persecuted each 
other from a sense of duty. Hav men lost their 
sense of duty now? Did that prevent the persecu- 
tions of the past? Did it protect the murdered 
child of Freeman against its parents and the ap- 
proval of his church? Did it prevent the imprison- 
men of Prosch, of Dr. Foote, of George Francis 
Train, of E: H. Heywood, of Blood, of Tennie Claf- . 
lin, of Victoria Woodhull, of poor Lant, or of D. 
M. Bennett? Attempt is even now being made to 
remove the eminent scholar and author from the 
superintendence of New York publie schools, not 
for incompetency or unfaithfulness, dishonesty, de- 
fault, or inability—he is tried and known to he com- 
petent, honest, and faithful—but it is ascertained 
that he believes that the spirits of the dead com- 
mune with the living ; that we may enjoy the com- 

anionship of those who hav bid farewell to their 
bodies on earth. What a crime! To think that 
our dear ones are not wholly lost to us unfits a man 
for an office of trust and honor. Alas for Mr. 
Henry Kiddle! He has since resigned. 

Prof. Swing, in a late lecture, says: ‘So late as 
the sixteenth century all the leaders in the new 
Protestantism freely held to the idea that persons 
who should stubbornly refuse to be converted should 
be put to death. Luther and his companions be- 
lieved in religious conquest by persecution ; and up 
to the very border of our era the leaders of the 
gospel cause spread their domain just as Cesar ex- 
tended the Roman Empire." 

Mrs. Annie Besant, a brave, true, talented woman, 
of irreproachable character, had her eight-year-old - 
child taken from her arms, rudely torn away from a 
kind mother’s care, in England's metropolis, because 
its mother was a disbeliever. A woman cannot, 
under certain circumstances, be intrusted with the 
care of her own children unless she acknowledges a 
young Jewish reformer as her Savior, in the very 
same country, too, which Buckle eulogizes as “ the 
majestic edifice of national liberty which stands 
alone in Europe like a beacon in the midst of 
waters.” Were the laws more thoroughly Chris- 
tianized, and persecutions under them set on foot in 
our land, it is supposed that the mass of the people, 
and even of the church and priesthood, would be 
opposed to oppressive and severe measures. But do 
we not seein all ages that the extremists lead public 
opinion and mold public thought ? 

Again, the same causes in like cireumstances pro- 
duce similar effects. The same causes that produced 
the Star-Chamber, the torturing and burning of 
witches, etc., and the Inquisition, are still, or may 
be, in full force, and the superior enlightenment is 
not a safe guarantee, . 

Concerning the persecutions of witches, Macaulay 
says: “It is not on them (the clergy) that our 
blame should fall; itis on the system that made 
them what they were. They were but illustrations 
of the great truth that when men hav come to regard 
a certain class of their fellow-creatures as doomed 
by the Almighty to eternal and excruciating ago- 
nies, and when their theology directs their minds 
with intense earnestness to the contemplation of 
such agonies, the result will be an indifference to 
the sufferings of those whom they d2em the enemies 
of their God, as absolute as it is perhaps possible 
for human nature to attain.” 

Says Sir Walter Scott concerning the same sub- 
ject : “ It may be noticed that times of misrule and 
violence seem to create individuals fitted to take 


continually by the same parties in the same way? 
:Do our silly sheep suppose that no man can take such 
eare of the whole fock as the wolves? Alas for 


We hav. not quite forgotten the. bloody scenes 


sacres.of three years ago ; of the:equal atrocities of 
‘the Greek Christians, perpetrated on àóGount of their 
faith, the orgin of the late Roumániàn and Turkish 
war. . *'These persecutions.. weré by the Greek 
church, the least persecuting of Christians,” says 
Draper. We hav. read of the persecutions of her- 


driving into exile, dragging through ponds in the 
midst of winter, and other terrible-enormities perpe- 
trated upon.those who were heretical in faith. We 
view even now. with sympathy the hundreds emi-. 
grating from that country to ours to avoid persecu- 


, Thus we see that the Greek and Roman, or East- 


their hands, hav used it to oppress and persecute. 
The Lutheran, the Presbyterian, the Episcopalian, 
and the Puritan, alike hav proved unworthy or unsafe 
to. be-intrusted with power united to the state. ~ 
The Catholic church alone, it is. claimed, hav. put 
to death, for the. sake. of orthodoxy, over fifty 


nications and. interdicts, the consignment of their 
names to, obloquy and everlasting infamy, we may 


* Bloody Assizes” would never hav béen held unin- 
spired by the- church. The Star-Chamber originated 
in a zeal for God and religion. 'The Inquisition was 
the work of priestly zealots. Hatred of the bitterest 


love to God and his church. à 

‘It is not long ago that Protestants were put to 
death in Mexico for the Protestant faith. Are these 
the men, either Protestant or. Catholic, to be intrusted 
with power? We hav trusted them much ; they hav 
betrayed those who trusted them time and again. 
Whose fault shall it be if we trust them again with 
power? ‘What says the voice of experience ? What 
says the warning voice of blood and slaughtered 
millions from the ground ?. Beware ! 

; O Religion, what crimes have been committed in’ 
thy name!. .: TER 

. It now seeks exemption from taxes, asking a par- 
tiality to be shown it by.our government shown to 
no other property. Shall it be granted, and a prop- 
erty belonging mostly to the wealthy classes of near- 
ly five hundred millions of dollars be exempt from 
taxes, which are rapidly increasing, and, we take all 
the load of additional taxation necéssary for their 


: They ask that God and the scriptures should be 
acknowledged in the. Constitution of our country. 


in any way upon laws and constitutions? Would it 
cause the country to believe more fully in them? 
Would it increase the nation’s faith? Would it ele- 
vate the Christian’s hope? Would it prove the 
greatest good to the greatest, number, or no good at 
all? They say it would to all intents and purposes 
be essentially the same. If so, why make any 
change? If essentially the same there would be 
nothing gained. And why such efforts for nothing ? 
Bat if it produce any effect it will, we think, be a 
bad one, and therefore should not be made. 

It must acknowledge Jesus Christ to be the king 
and ruler of nations. But is he? If he is, then is 
he not responsible for all the wars, crimes, ambi- 
tions, and wickedness of nations, especially where 
they are (as most of them are) united with the 
church ? : Is he responsible for the ultra-pious Prot- 
estant power, England, in waging a war for the 
promotion of vice in the opium war against China? 
God was acknowledged in the Rebel Constitution. 
Did that prove that the Rebels were his people and 
they fighting in his cause? But the idea is simply 
absurd. 

They wish to hav laws against blasphemy, eto. 
We hav such now—a dead letter on the statute 
books of the country. Laws to protect the Omnipo- 
tent, who thunders forth, “Vengeance is mine; 
I will repay, saith the Lord”! yet is so weak that 
senates here must enact laws with heavy penalties 
against others to protect his reputation! Alas for 
a reputation, even of a god, that needs statute laws, 
and even national constitutional provisions, to pro- 
tect it! Why wish for more stringent laws for the 
observance of the Sabbath? Suppose they first 
enforce those which they hav. ho is to judge 
how a man should observe it? Is my neighbor, or 
neighbors, who make laws, authorized to direct me 
in its observance? Hav lIa right to direct others? 
Are a man’s conscientious duties towards himself or 
his maker to be the subject of laws and legal enaot- 
ments? Is conscience to be coerced? Isa part to 
dictate to the whole in matters of conscience, belief, 
and practice? Alas for our country when one man 
is to decide in matters of faith and practice for 
another, and enforce the same by authority of law! 


b © The Gil Seer, Jansorp 3, 1880. 


not eonsidered unsafe in this Christian city, under: 
the shade of a dozen churches, with their steepled. 
roofs pointing upward, for a man to dare to be true: 
to himself, and honestly declare his serious convie- _ 
tions? Why do known Liberals decline to unite 
with any Liberal society, take any Liberal paper, or 
hear a’ Liberal lecture? Do they not fear pious 
calumny, Christian hatred, and religious detraction ? 
Thus honesty is at a discount, and hypocrisy and. 
lying at a premium in our midst. Hypocrites are 
yearly entering the church, acknowledging a belief 
jn a creed which in their hearts they: despise ; while. 
those who are too honest and truthful to do so are 
not permitted toenter. But let them turn bypocrite 
as some do, and lie about their belief, and they are 
at once permitted to enter. Thus a lie is the 
ticket which will at once admit any one into those 
|saneti&ed abodes of God—those houses of God, 
occupied nine-tenths of the time by rats, and yet so 
much more holy than our own houses, occupied by 
our own dear children, and so holy that none but 
some ordained Rev. or his.supporters are permitted 
to speak there. They speak loudly of our abuses of 
them. Let them point, if they cau, to one instance 
in their history where they hav obtained power 
without abusing it. We would exalt human nature, 
even theirs; they would degrade it, even their own. 
We believe in man's inherent goodness ; they in his 
‘inherent wickedness. We believe man is a child o£ 
the infinite God; they, that he is a child of wrath, 
a spawn of the devil. "We believe man is naturally- 
good ; they, that he is totally depraved. We be- 
lieve man started very low, and is ever arising, 
improving, mounting upwards ; they, that he started 
high and is fallen very low. We look forward with . 
hope to the future ; they look for light and hope to 
the dark past, with its ignorance and superstition. 
We look forward for knowledge in the discoveries 
of science and the victories of art ; they look back: 
for information to the darkness of the past, and the; 
graves of dead generations. ‘They would reverence; 
and adore the wisdom of the age of Pharaoh, Solo-- 
mon, and Herod ; we hav a higher reverence for the: 
age of Newton, Humboldt, and Ingersoll.. They: 
would venerate Moses and Joshua, Jephthah, 
Gideon, David, Isaiah, and Noah. We would honor 
Washington, Paine, Franklin, Greeley, Harrison, andi 
Lincoln. They venerate St. Tyriel, Cyril, and a 
hundred other saints, although no Protestant church: 
has ever canonized one ; we venerate Tyndall, Hux- 
ley, Darwin, Spencer, Youmans, and others of to- 
day. "They venerate the saints of grace ; we, those 
of nature. They reverence a host of worthies whese 
goodness was superstition, whose lives were useless, 
who lived to devour the fruits of others’ labor, rex- 
dering: no visible equivalent. We honor Stephen- 
son, Whitney, Fulton, Wood, Howe, Morse, and. 
Edison. We are advocates of utility ; they, of in- 
utility. We of the visible; they, of the invisible... 
We of the living present; they, of the dead past. 
"We believe in the nobility and royalty of man, inde- 
pendent and erect ; they believe the noblest position 
is his most abject and servile, and the most honor- 
able position before earth and heaven is upon bia: 
knees. We believe in man's exercising his true 
nobility before man; they think it more noble to. 
show his humility before God. We protest against. 
men leading the progressive present with their eyes: 
upon the dead past. ‘We pledge ourselves to labor 
for the advancement of human and not divine 
interests ; for this world and not for another; for 
the future and not for the past ; to bless all who hav 
been man's true heroes by being a blessing to 
humanity. We believe the benediction of the 
bending heavens is upon those who hav shown us 
how properly to utilize and enjoy the blessings 
which surround us. We believe in subjecting the 
God above us, whom none hath seen, to the God 
within us, that all can feel, in its divine aspirations 
for human good. 

Which do you prefer ? 


visited upon them the most terrible punishments; 
invented more torture and most cruel and dangerous 
instruments of torture; made vice a virtue and 
virtue a crime in the name of the Most High; cursed 
every nation and state which it has attempted to | 
rule; shed more blood, fomented more wars between 
nations, and always the most cruel wars; set man 
upon his brother, and erected the rack, the dungeon; 
sharpened the dagger, whetted the glistening sword,. 
erected the stake, and surrounded it with the blaz- 
ing fagot and flame to consume any one who 
doubted or believed a little more or less than the 
orthodox standard. And the very same principles 
which hav done all this, which hav been guarded 
against by the founders of our government, are now 
attempted to be inserted into it; and all the same 
infernal engineering of cruelty and oppression may, 


if judged necessary, be used upon us. . 


advantage of them and having a character suited to 
the seasons which raise them just as a blight on any 
tree or vegetable calls to life a peculiar insect: to 
feed upon and enjoy the decay which it produces.” 
But here we may inquire, in the case of Macaulay, 
whether the clergy are not the authors of the per- 
. nicious system, and therefore in the highest degree 
blamable, Also whether, in Sir Walter’s simile, the 
insect is not the cause and not the effect of the decay 
which is deplored. Maggots riot in carrion, but if 
death is produced by murrain, which is only a pre- 
seding maggot, the maggot tribe must bear the 
blame. ‘Where the carcass is, there will the eagles. 
[as well as the carrion crows and turkey-buzzards| 
be gathered together.” ; 
lt Christianity is to be enforced upon unbelievers, 
or obedience toit becompelled by laws, should your 
faith, my Christian brother, be a rule for my con- 
duet? Can virtue be manufactured by laws? Is} Even in this country, moderately free as it is, men 
there any virtue in a compelled obedience? Can|hav been imprisoned, fined, and punished for teach- 
you attract men to you and your faith by punishing} ing the people to read the Bible; George Francis: 
them for infraction of what you hold sacred but! Train imprisoned for quoting from it and circulating 
which they do not? Does God wish you to compel] the quotations; Joseph Treat and others not. per- 
others to serve him or obey his requirements? _ mitted to testify because of unbelief; Thorn turned 
There is not, for instance, one text, word, or syl-|out of office for disbelief, etc.; John A. Lant for 
Iable in favor of keeping holy the Christian Sabbath | honestly defending his own belief and disbelief and 
in the whole Bible. The first day of the week was|quoting Train; Prosch, without any crime, and 
not holy, nor did your God rest on that day, but the| many others; Victoria Woodhull, her husband and 
seventh. You hav only the authority of the Roman sister, for publishing a Freelove paper, and E. H. 
Catholic church in favor of your Sabbath. Would|Heywood for writing a pamphle: containing ‘his 
you use American laws to enforce Roman Catholic} honest opinions. D. M. Bennett is now condemned 
institutions upon the people? Does might make|to fine and imprisonment for selling Heywood’s’ 
right in matters of conscience? Again, we ask,| pamphlet on sexual freedom and advocating sexual 
Should the majority enforce obedience to the re-|purity, and Dr. Foote is under several thousand 
quirements of religion upon the consciences of the | dollars’ bail for the crime of telling the truth. . 
minority? Hav the heretical minority no rights} Decoy letters are being sent, and efforts are being 
which the orthodox majority are bound to respect?| made by United States detectives and their agents 
Are not our convictions as sacred to us as yours to|to induce men to commit what they themselves hav 
you? Why insist in enforcing your convictions] caused to be made crimes, that they may hav an ex- 
upon those who are unconvinced? Must they act|cuse for arresting, trying, harassing, and ruining 
contrary to their own convictions or be convinced | them in their reputation and finances ; immure them 
by law? Is tho strong arm of the law to be again jin prison at hard labor, and otherwise torture, annoy, 
raised as a means of conversion? We ask that thejand persecute them, while the most prominent 
law should confer no advantage on one class or be-|reverends and doctors of divinity stand at their 
lief. over another. Our motto is, “Privilege for| backs and bless these decoy agents, liars, perjurers, 
none, justice for all" Why should not our Chris- | and murderers, who hav worried men and women into 
tian brethren be willing that, we should enjoy all|their graves, in tho name of God, merciful’ and 
the rights under the Constitution and laws that they | gracious. And all this in the model republic, and is 
do? Hav we not an equal individual interest in|there no cause to fear persecation now? Hav these 
them ? . Did not our friends do as much and labor|persecutors no Bible? Bodies contain impurity and 
as faithfully to establish them ?. Hav we not fought|various forms of evil, useful in themselves in the 
aud many of us died to sustain them? And shall|economy of nature. The poison gland of the snake, 
the very means for which men hev suffered be used | the ink bag of the cuttle-fisb, the gall of the ox, and 
asa means of crushing them? Is it generous or|the stench bag of the polecat and the skunk hav 
just that a country built up by the whole, sustained|their uses. But in the world’s body politic, the 
by the whole, and defended by the whole, should be|church has furnished a poison gland, a reservoir 
ruled over iu matters of conscience by a part?|of the world's gall and venom, and a stench ‘sack, 
Should men who hav riaked their lives in defense of | cuttle-fish, and ink bag large enough to supply. the 
equal rights to all be deprived of those rights in| whole universe. Do they accuse us of harshness? 
that: land? Should not the descendants of the| Let the malignity of eighteen centuries of their own 
skeptical or unbelieving Colonel Ethan  Allen,|answer them. Do they charge us with severity ? 
Benjamin Franklin, Joho Adams, Thomas Paine, | Point them then to the flames of torturing hell. Do 
or ‘Thomas Jefferson, hav the same rights as|they accuse us of doing them injustice? Point them, 
the followers of John Wesley, who sided with the|for an answer, to between fifty and a hundred mill- 
Tories, or Carroll, of Carrollton, who was a Roman] ions of skeletons of those they hav slaughtered as a 
Catholic? If we hav, as we are told, an Infidel|reply. Do they claim gentleness and kindness? Let 
Constitution, has not our country prospered under|the choking voices from the dungeons of the Inqui- 
it? And, if changed, ought not Infidels to be con-|sition lisp in feeble, agonizing accents a reply. Do 
sulted in that change and their rights protected|they claim justice? Point to the court of Star- 
equal to their Christian fellow-citizens? If it is| Chamber and infamous Jefferies. Do they treat men 
right for Christians to legislate as they may suppose j gently to-day? Point to the victims of the scaffold, 
their faith requires, because in a majority, does it|the most sure and efficacious means of converting to 
_ not follow that-when unbelievers obtain the major-| Christianity in a Christian land. Do they say that 
ity they should legislate as their belief requires ?|they are guardians of liberty and we are safe? 
And should Chrisiians then blame them for oppres- | Point to the Woodhulls, Treats, Lants, Footes, Ben- 
sion begun by themselves? Should they complain | netts, and hosts of others, and their persecutors who 
if unbelievers profit by their example—if the meas- | boast that they hav worried some of them to death, 
ure they mete should bo measured to them again ?|and that “the world is better off without them.” 
If unbelievers should at some future time persecute | Does the church sanction such persecutions? See the 
believers after having been persecuted by them, | grinning faces of the vile reverends as they pat the 
whenever in power, in every country, land, clime, | liar, the perjurer, slanderer, and smut hunter of this 
and age, should not then their complaints be un-| great nation on the back, with a holy commendation 
heard, unheeded, and unavailing ? Is there not such| and Christian blessing upon his iniquitous deeds. 
a thing as retributive justice? “For with what|See the Rev. Joseph Cook, Rev. Newman, Rev. 
judgment ye judge ye shall be judged,” saith the} Howard Crosby, Rev. J. Courtney, Samuel Colgate, 
book. Is it because God is unable or unwilling to| Dr. John Hall, etc., defending, and the New York 
protect and sustain his own that you wish to make | Independent justifying lying, treachery, and wicked- 
laws for that purpose? ness, because the end sanctifies the means, and say, 
Christian brethren, since the world began, the un- | are our liberties safe with the Constitution and laws 
believers hav never persecuted the believers. There|in such hands and the courts and juries under their 
has never been persecution of any faith or relig-|influence? Would you put our Constitution and 
ion without priests connected with it. And, again,|laws in such hands? Are our enemies the protectors 
wherever freedom has been crying against oppres-|to whom we may safely look? As well ask if 
sion, wherever there has been opposition to the} wolves should be the protectors of lambs. They 
tyranny of priests or kings, skeptics and unbelievers | accuse us of severe language. Will they look at 
hay been on the side of freedom, and the church | orthodox hatreds even unto death, through fifteen 
and priesthood against it. centuries, and the fulminations of hatred and malice 
The priesthood hav sustained tyranny and oppres-] in the excommunications of the holy church ? 
sion more than any other instrument or institution] It was but the other day that O. Clemens, in Keo- 
on this planet; instigated more wars, encouraged | kuk (the brother of Mark Twain), was excommuni- 
more hatred ard bitterness between men; been| cated, and the pious presiding minister advised his 
more unjust, pretentious, supercilious, proud, | flock to withdraw their intercourse from him. Is 
haughty, assuming, presuming, and revengeful; put|not any man who speaks honestly his firm convic- 
to death more human beings, and upon the most|tions, in opposition to the clergy and church, in 
frivolous pretenses; enacted more unjust laws; been | danger to-day? Are not slander, detraction, calumny, 
more severe in its judgments, more cruel in its pun: | and defamation, and tongues steeped in pious venom, 
ishmanta; made phe most trifling things crimes; (doing their utmost to blast his reputation? s it 


Indiana on Fire. 


It is cheering to observe that all over Indiana a spirit of 
inquiry is springing up among religious professors and the 
fires of a true zesl are kindling up among the workers in the 
Liberal cause. Christian professors, and even preachers, 
are applying for Liberal books. I hav sold ‘‘ Sixteen Bav- 
iors” and ‘‘ Bible of Bibles" to eleven preachers, most of 
whom applied for them. And the most gratifying part of . 
the story is that no leas than fourteen preachers in this and 
other states are reported as being converted to Infidelity by 
reading one or both of those books, Mr. Rensoner, of 
Adrian, Mich., has just reported the case of a preacher in 
that city as beiug converted to Infidelity by reading the 
* Bible of Bibles." And thus onward, right onward, is the 
march of truth. And long and ardently hav I desired to 
lend a helping hand to the cause, but hav been tied at home 
for six months, much to my regret, in putting my fourth 
book through the press. But that labor is now off my 
hands and I am now ready for field labor. I like the aug- 
gestion of that indefatigable laborer, H. L. Green, in the 
last TRUTH BEEKEB, for organizing the atatea. He pro. 
poses that all clubs (and Liberals where there are no club-) 
shall report to the chairman of the state committve the 
names of all Liberals in the state. : Do you hear that, ye 
Liberals of Indiana ? Bend me the names immediatly 


k 


and I will furnish you a speaker, Several speakers are 
now ready for busiuess. Next summer we will hold grove 
meetings, &nd hav several speakers, But this winter we 
must kindle fires all over the state. Indiana will be on 
fire with the truths of Infidelity in less than six months if 
we will but work. .The state committee will soon be organ- 
ized, M. K. Wilson, of Auburn, Ind., is on that committee. 
Send in the names of clubs and Liberals to Kersey Graves, 
Richmond, Lo d., Chairman of the State Committee, and. he 
will arrange for a meeting at once in your neighborhood. | 

Richmond, Ind. KrnsEY GRAVES. 


. A California Letter. 


Dzar Bennett : This world in which we liv is full of 
life, and in whatever form life manifests itself, from the 
lowest to the highest form, existence is a struggle, and not 
to strive is death. As this is true of physical life, so is it 

` true also of mental and moral life. : d 

Happy is the man and woman who can measure, weigh, 
and classify the events in the great struggle for mental free- 
dom, and thus deduce rì, ght motives as the mainsprings for 
tight action and the meaa ure for true manhood. AE 

I hav been pained at the bitterness, and disgusted at the 
pbarisaical pretense of purity on the part of your enemies 
who hav attacked you with auch virulence, An old man in 

prison for no crime at the hands of an unjust law, suffering, 
as many hav done before you, to redeem the people from 
the bondage of ecclesiastical misrule! 

Bro, Bennett, your «cause is in the hands of the Liberals 
of the whole country, and you may rest assured that they 
will weigh well the motives of your enemies who are seek- 
ing to destroy the usef.uness of Taz TRoTH SEEKER, which 


She Truth Seeker, Jama 3, 1860.. 


of all the Liberals and Spiritualists with whom Ihadthe| ... 


pleasure of meeting. during three months of almost nightly 
labor, I hav not found a single person who is not friendly 
io THE TRuTH SEEKER. = = = E 
The Index has been sent broadcast in the Northwest 
with your love letters spread out under the light of unjust 
and uufavorable comment, and yet the general verdict of 
the people is that Bennett and Tsu TRUTH SEEKER are 
worthy of our support. : i l 
I hav presented the claims òf Tug TRUTH SEEKER at 
every point, not by throwing dirt upon the Jndex or Religio, 
but by presenting the facts in their proper light; none 
of these papers can control the people, but are the servants 
of the people, who reserve the right of verdict. 1f Spiritual- 
ism does not teach a broader charity than Christianity, let 
us go back to the church at once, and if these biting, sting- 
ing editors of the Liberal press are without sin, let them 
keep on throwing stones—but the people will judge. 
I find on my table two copies of Mind and Matter, a 
sprightly Spiritual paper, printed in Philadelphia. I 
commend it for a spirit of fairness in Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
case a8 worthy of support. 
' Also accept thanks for a copy of the Olive Branch, a 
highly readable Spiritual paper printed at Utica, N. Y. 
Iam sure there need be no quarrel between any of these 
papers. They differ from each other and each has its work 
to do, and there is need for them all in the great field of 
reform. It ia a mistaken policy, that one may build himself 
up by pulling another down; besides, by so doing, we open 
up broad gaps to the common enemy. 
As I am a member of the legislature, which meets in 
January, my address will be at Sacramento, for the next 
hundred. days, after which I will be on the warpath again; 


has attained such a high place for itself in the hearts of our fand may the angels of peace brood over the troubled 


people. Pa 

I commend you for your open, manly courage in regard to 
the letters brought forward to blacken your name and ruin 
Tas Truta SEEKER. It is human to go astray, but almost 
divine to confess one’s faults and promise better things. 

Had Beecher done so he would hav been forgiven and 
honored by all right-minded people. But, alas! there are 
many who hav put their hand to the work of purifying. the 

body social who are whited sepulchers, full of dead men’s 
bones, whose only virtue is the whitewash and concealment 
of the true motives which inspire them. . : ; 

I am glad to read the noble tentiments from the pen of 
Mrs. Wm. Denton. God bless her, and all others who stand 
for a correct principle, let it lead where it will? Me 

The question at issue is not the letters published by the 
Religio. They hav been disposed of by most thinking 
and fair-minded people as irrelevant to the fight Bennett is 
making for-the cause of human freedom. att 

The ‘dry-rot of conservatism never did do anything for 
$uümenity except to forge chains to bind men in bondage to 
respectable lies. E 

Every advance up out of the barbarism of the past has 
not been by compromise, but by radical statement, radical 
action, and by suffering. 

Three great tyrannies curse this world: the eclesiastical, 
social, and financial. These, like blood-suckers, suck up 

: moral life and mental freedom in the name of God, good 
c government, and religion, and will do 80, until more brave 
‘men like Bennett defy the law and precipitate the fight, 
‘which will bring justice and good order out of anarchy and 
umisrule, . 

.Bince I wrote you last I hav made the circuit of Oregon, 
"WVasbington Territory, and British Columbia, and in less 
Ühan three months hav spoken about eighty times. 

At Astoria the friends are alive, and stand in solid for the 
old man in prison. 

At Portland, Seatile, and Victoria the Liberals and 
Spiritnalists are unanimous in behalf of Tas TRUTA SEEEKER, 
and promised to stand by until the smoke of battle has 
cleared away Bud humanity lifted a step higher in the 
scale of freedom. l 

These people in the North must like TuE TRUTH SEEKER 
because it deals in facts, not fancies ; because it is plain 
and to the point ; because, unless forced to do 80, it avoids 
personalities, and fights the common enemy ; because its 
editor is an uncompromising foe of hypocrisy and supersti- 
tion, and a defender of human rights. 

My thanks are due to the friends of Freethought at every 
point made during my last lecture tour, and especially to 
Mr. and Mrs. Duck, of Victoria, who made me comfortable 
in their happy home during my stay in their beautiful city ; 
also to James Fell, a leading merchant in Victoria ; and, 
by the way, I wish you could grasp the hand of this noble 
Specimen of English manhood, a true Spiritualist and quick 
so grasp the true issue in your fight, and penetrate the 

. -sy guise of public weal concealing the base actions of 
fiim.. “~eg, jealous spirit on the part of your enemies. 


an envio falke, also of Victoria, is your staunch friend 
Captain ^ TOM gause, Of such men as Victoria 
and defender it. ad t9 be proud. 


affords, you hav ne. — *. Winslowg heads the list of warm- 

At Port Townsend M. > gause, At Nanaimo, Messrs. 
hearted.supporters of our  "«jjors, stood cloge by me in 
Brunton, Watson, Karth, ands <, fog which 1 remember 
fighting the battle of Frcethough., 
them with kinduess.. k 

At Vancouver Mr. Smallwood and Bro 
in the laud office, are strong friends of 
SEEKER, and did much to make my stay pleasane 
able. 

At Portland my thanks are due to Father Hamilton 
Mrs. I. A, Palmer and others for assistance in the work. 

This is the fourth course of lectures given at most of the 
above points during the last six years, and, w 
promising, there is no abatement of audience or interest. l 

At Forest Grove and North Yamhill you hav many warm 
sympathizers in the cause for which you are suffering ; snd 


en, both officials 
` Tue Taura 
* «pd profit- 


waters of our cause and bring gladness to the hearts of all 
our people, is the prayer of the writer, Dn. J, L. YORK. 
San Jose, California. 
et 
[From Dr. Foote's Health Monthly.) 


Attack on Mr. D. M. Bennett and 
Prof. A. L. Rawson. l 


We had in type an article covering the main facts of this 
matter, which was crowded out. with all other ‘‘ Outlock”’ 
articles from our December number because of the extieme 
length of our statement regarding the murderous assault on 
the senior «ditor of this paper. Probably most of our read- 
ers, by this time, who hav taken any interest whatever in 
the imbroglio between the two wings of the Liberal League, 
hav learned all the facts, We will not, therefore, take 
space, at this late day, to enter into a presentation of them 
in extenso. Suffice it to say that at a meeting of the Nation. 
al Liberal League, at Syracuse, about a year ago, a Boston 
editor of a Literal paper seceded and formed another 
Liberal League. This action was taken on the alleged 
ground that the National League had been caplured by the 
Bennett party, which favored the repeal of the odious postal 
laws, Since that day there has been much ‘‘mud-throw- 


A Wanton 


ing," as Mr, Parton expresses it, Some scandalous accusa- 


tions, effecting the Secretary of the National League and 
Mr. Bennett, editor of Tom TRUTH SEEKER, were gathered 
up by the Boston editor and poured through the columns of 
his Index, ad infinitum, ad nauseam, 
in prison, where he ought to hav been safe from such wan- 
ton attack, Mr. Bennett- has made a frank reply which 
greatly pleases most of his friends. If any are dissatisfied 
with it they do not seem to come to the front, for Tau 
TRUTH Srexer teems with letters from all parts of the 
country, vindicating Mr. Bennett and disapproving of the 
attack made upon bim. Prof. Rawson has replied in à way 
that ought to silence the toy gun of Boston. "That truly 
clear-sighted and great man, tbe Hon. Elizar Wright, seems 
to be entirely satisfied with Prof. Rawson's explanation. 
Indeed, we know of no one who is not. But when a msn 
like Elizur Wright considers an explanation satisfactory, it 
Counts for a great deal; for we know of no one who seems 
to understand the meaning of a word, or who uses the Eug- 
lish language more forcibly and logically, than this cham- 
pion of American liberty. Perhaps Mr. Bennett may be 
thankful that his martyrdom has been made more eonspicu- 
ous by the attacks of his enemies in the Liberal camp. His 
enemies outside of the camp had failed to find any thing 
against him with which to impeach his reputation for virtue 
and hopgor, When a man is incarcerated for a principle, it 
is a common thing for his enemies to call him hard names, 
as if to vindicate the injury they are inflicting upon him. 
When old John Brown was lying ina Virginia dungeon 
awajting execution, we heard it seriously charged against 
him that he was a horse thief, 

While the war is going on between the Natioval Liberal 
Lesgue and the National Liberal Lesgue of America, the 
former, of which Prof. Rawson is secretary, is rapidly in- 
creasing throughout the United States, while the latter, with 
which the editor of the Index is associated, has, aa at its 
birth, only seven or elght auxiliaries ! : 

Mr. James Parton, who was one of the vice-presidenta of 
the National Liberal League of America, sends his resigna- 
tion to Mr, Abbot, the president, reminding him that he is & 
member of the other body, to which Mr. Abbot is hostile 
Tt begins to look very much as if Mr. Abbot and his coadju- 
tors, after getting the gun for the demolition of Bennett and 
Rawson well loaded with grape, unwittingly got at the 
wrong end of it when they touched it cff, The National 


«nd | Liberal League seems to be getting on prosperously ; Ben- 


nett is euateined by his friends ; Rawson stands even high- 
~ ip the estimation of these who believe in the emancipation 


z ; while t f both these men are not 
-om&n ; While the detractors o 

hat seems | of '* 

visible 


ne the smoke has eleared away. 
«A——————À dq 


Cox, BypY combs bis hair with a towel, 


. | country.” 


From his confinement 


A Challenge to B. F. Underwood. 


_B. F. UnpgRWOOD, Dear Sir: A copy of the Chicago 
Inter-Ocean of Dec, 10th has.casually been placed in my 
hands, and in an interview of yourself in that, besides many 
other things quite as bad, I find the following : 

** But,” queried the reporter, ** was not the Liberal party 
in sympathy with the outspokenness of Bennett, and did not 
they endeavor to protect him ?* -=--> e 

“That depends,” he replied, ‘on what you mean by the 
Liberal party. 1f you class the advocates of Freeloyism 
and the *tag rag and bootail' who are of the negative schoo) 
of Freethought, the class who merely seek to demolish, and 
who know and care fcr nothing which should supplant the 
old créeds, I suppose it would be correct to say yes,’ The 
party I represeut, on the other hand, and which is entirely 
distinct from the before-mentioned, were as utterly opposed 
to the man, on account of hia offense against the laws of 
decency, a8 were the most conservative ‘Christians: in the 

I confess I do not know who you mean by the * tag-rag 
and bobtail who are of the negative schoo} of Freethought,” 
but so far as Freelovism is concerned I take your remarks 
to myselt. I am a Freelover, and you hav, on more than 
One occasion, misrepresented and insulted me because I 
believe in the freedom of the sffectious ; even in this paper, 
in answer to the question, “What uaion is there between 
Freelovism and Liberalism ?" you say : jtm 
_ “The two are antipodal 5 there is no connection, either 
in sympathy or in fact, The Freelovers are generally mere 
blatant, loud-mouthed, illiterate Radicals. They are repre- 
sented by such men as Siephen Pearl Andrews, Moses Hull, 
and E, H. Heywood, The first-named has more scholar- 
ship and literary ability than auy ove else in his part y. 
Knowing the damning results to his ilk by the ill-advised 
actions of the Freclovers, he keeps comparatively quiet, but 
it is the stealth of the fox, who only waits the tavorable 
opportunity to show: his evil propenaity.” 

Now, I deny that you tell the truth, and I defy you to 
point me to one Freelover who is nota Liberal To say 
nothing of the “blatant, loud-mouthed, illiterate Radicals” 
whom you mention by name, there are T, C. Leland, A, L, 
Rawson, Laura Kendrick, and others whom I might men- 
tion, all of them Freelovers, and quite as active us either 
yourself or Mr. Abbot in the Liberal movement. 

But when you call such men as Stephen Pearl Audrews, 
one of the ripest scholars in the world, and E. H. Hey- 
wood, a master of aris, graduated at Brown University, 
‘blatant, loud-mouthed, illiterate Radicals,” I can forgive 
many of your sweeping false assertions in the past concern- 
ing Freelovers. Letit all go, With those who know the 
parties whom you call by name, you certainly will lose your 
Credit as a man of truth and veracity, 

But to come to the point: You are a public debater of 
some reputation. You hav taken it upon yourself on many 
occasions to publicly denounce Freelove, and misrepresent 
both the character and opinions òf those who believe in it. 
This you did in Paine Hall on at least two occasions, 

Now, I invite you to meet me in public discussion ou the 
Freelove question. Let us see Whether your grounds for 
denunciation are just; if not, cease your nefarlous work, 
If they are, convince me, and I will as publicly defend a 
law and gospel-bound monogamic marriage as I hav 
attacked 1t, 

The matter is now in your hande, and if you do not 
accept this I warn you to be careful and not repeattoo often 
and too loudly the falsehoods concerning Freelovers and 
their families you uttered in Investigator Hall last March, 

Controversially yours, Moses HULL. 
—— — t 9 ———— —— 
À New Magazine. 

A new periodical is like a new baby in a large family— 
no one feels the need of it til] it comes, then a)l wonder how 
they did without so long. But neither baby nor periodical 
comes into the world self-supporting, though a few of each 
are born with silver spoons in their mouths. Of the latter 
Class appears to be the Californian, a new monthly, the firat 
number of which comes to us with the new year, laden with 
good things. What this new magazine aims to be, and 
what it will be if it *'*pans out” according to specimen, is 
best described in its own words: ‘' The Californian will be 
thoroughly Western in ils character, local to this coast 
in its flavor, representative and vigorous in its style and 
method of dealing with questions, and edited for a popular 
rather than a severely literary constituency. It will not 
strive to please everybody, but it will reach out for merit in 
every available direction, 1t will do faithful prospecting in 
the range in which it is located. It will deal largely in 
Common sen. e disoussions, and its strongest efforts will be 
put forth to gradually gather to its list of contributors those 
bard-headed and practical business men who, in the active 
pursuit of their several professions and callings, hav liter- 
ally mined material that, if refined a bit in print, is always 
valuable, interesting, and marketable.” 

The initial number contains fourteen prose articles, in- 
cluding an able hard money presentation of the money 
question, a sensible dissertation on the moral effec's of vine 
culture, and an interesting description of the Pacific Coast 
Survey, There are also a dozeu poems, of varying dergees 
of merit, and half a dozen short essays. 

The A. Romau Publishing Co., of San Francisco, are the 
publishers, Yearly subscription, $3. ; single numbers, 25 cts. 
+e 

Just as we are going to press we receive private advices 
that Mr. James Holmes, the English Republican orator and 
Vice-President of the National Secular Society of Great 
Britain, is on his way to this Country to undertake a Jectur- 
ing tour, Mr. Holmes is a co-worker with Mr. Bradlaugh, 
Mrs. Besant, G. J, Holyoake, and others.—Dr, Foote's Health 


Monthly. 
—————  M—— —— —— 


Liberal Leagues. 


151, Centerville, Cal. Rec., Alonzo Sweet. 
152, Cadmus, Kansas. Bec., Jas. W, Newbold, 


5 
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Spiritualism from a Materialistic Standpoint. 
k BY B. F. UNDERWOOD. 


There is as much evidence, it is said, of mind as 
of matter ; if the latter is indestructible, why not 
the former? “ Matter immortal, and shall spirit 
die?" exclaims the poet Young. To this we. reply 
that if mind be regarded as an element or combina- 

. tion of elements, its imperishability as such is not 
- to. be supposed ; but since matter is constantly 
- ehanging—its forms appearing and disappearing— 
if we reason from analogy in regard to mind, we 
must conclude that its individual form is transitory, 
while the substance alone is without end. So if mind 
is something diffused throughout space, like the 
ethereal fire of the Stoics, it is no proof of the im- 
mortality of any individual mind. But science does 
not speak of mind as a substance. It knows only 
the living, thinking organism, with its activities and 
aptitudes, : "TAS 1 

It is frequently said by our Spiritualist friends 

that, if life commenced on this globe with a speck 


of protoplasm, and organic forms have been evolved, 


during the ages until the perfection of the human 
form and the present intellectual condition have 
been reached, must we not believe that this progress 
will continue in the future? If death is the end of 
man is there not an abrupt termination of the chain 
of existence? “Grant the soul of man eternal, or 
in man the series ends.” But how can the fact of 
progress in this material world lead to the conclu- 
sion that one of the results of this progress—man— 
"will always exist? The only progress suggested by 
the history of life on this planet is continued prog- 
ress in this material world. The improvement of 
organisms will go on, doubtless, while favorable con- 

' ditions last. Accumulated advantages, which will 
result by natural selection in the struggles for exist- 
ence, always insuring the “survival of the fittest,” 
must give us higher and higher organisms, until their 
environment becomes unfavorable to the higher 
classes of animals—or, in other words, until the earth 
undergoes changes making it impossible for the 
higher forms to subsist. But now, does evolution 
even intimate the existence of man in aspiritual con- 
dition, and that existence immortal ? 

Man's desires and aspirations, to many, are a strong 
indication that man will exist forever. It is the. old 
argument : 

-** It must be 80. Plato, thou reasonest well ; 
Else whence this pleasing hope, this fond desire, 
This longing after immortality ?" 

But how our hopes and desires and longings for 
continued existence prove its reality I do not under- 
Stand. We desire and hope for many things we 

‘never get ; we aspire to many positions we never at- 
tain. ltissaid nature never creates‘a demand for 
which she does not provide a supply. Of course it 
is those things which exist in nature that we desire, 

` for it is those with which we become acquainted, and 
which contribute to our happiness. We have an ap- 
petite for food, and there is food to gratify it. We 
should not have the appetite if there were no food. 
Our appetite and our desire are the results of our 
environments.. That is clear enough. Well, it is 
equally clear that we love life, and in life we have 
daily the gratification of this love. The desire for 
endless life is simply a desire for uninterrupted. exist- 
ende; for of an endless existence we. can have no 
conception. The desire for a life that will not cease 
is no more evidence.that we shall have it than the 
desire for boundless wealth is evidence that we shall 
possess that. The wish for a continuance of this life 
beyond the grave is no more evidence of its ultimate 
realization than the Indian’s desire for his bow and 
arrow, his dog, his pony, and his scalping-knife, 

‘after death, is evidence that he will have them 
there. l . : 

The inequalities of this life are pointed to by many 
Spiritualists, as they are by religionists generally, as 
an argument for future existence. It is assumed 
that there must be a state in which the wrongs of 
this earthly life will be righted. But persons who 
use this argument suppose a Being possessing the 
benevolence and love of man without limitation ; and 
then, to make the existence of this supposed Being 
possible (for intinite power is also ascribed to him), 
they imagine those who suffer unjustly here will be 
compensated hereafter. A batch of assumptions. 
If a God of infinite power and boundless: goodness 

ermits injustice and suffering here, why not there ? 

f it be said that that shocks our sense of justice and 

our feelings of humanity, and that we must not sup- 
pose God will do anything wrong or cruel, I repl 

that we, with our dispositions, would not, if we had 

the power to prevent it, allow suffering and wrongs 

` Aere. 

' logically inferred from inequality, injustice, and 
wrong in this state. There is, then, no assurance 
from the condition of earth that there is what cor- 
responds with our ideas of justice in any other state 


of being. We have, then, no arguments for a spirit- 


ual state in the wrongs of this material world, 


Many of the writers and lecturers on Spiritualism 


still speak of heat, electricity, and magnetism as 
* refined matter ;” and they claim that matter still 
more refined must exist, and that is spirit, But 


-depend upon, in fact to be the combined activities of, 


tem, must be followed by extinction of intelligence 
and thought. Every object with which. we are 


"This is admitted by intelligent Spiritualists, and the 


ums. Have any of them been demonstrated to come 


‘characteristics of that great man... I have many 


Perfect justice in some other state cannot be|times received communications from Thomas Paine; | 


this is a crude thought in the light of modern science. 
Heat, electricity, magnetism, etc., are no longer re- 
garded by scientific men as substances in a refined 
state, but as modes of motion ; and of course they 
presuppose material bodies in motion. Far from 
being links that connect gross matter with spirit, 
they are words that represent the conditions of gross 
bodies like steel and wood, as well as matter ina 
more rarefied state. © | ^. "m 
Another metaphysieal.argument for immortality 
is founded on memory, which, it is said, shows there 
is something. in man that resists. those changes by 
which, in an ordinary lifetime, the body changes its 
material several times. Impressions must: be made 
on something that is not subject: to mutations like 


matter. The argument is plausible, and involves. 


the discussion of fine points. `- We can only reply 
here that à scar which remains on the body for years, 
retaining the sime form and appearance, seems to 
show that the particles of the body which leave are 
replaced by others which serve the same purpose. 
And this’ suggests that the new molecules which 
replace the old ones in the brain may take the same 
shape and perform the same functions, so far as is 
necessary to preserve identity, as those which. origi- 
nally received the impressions. How this is done of 
course we do not profess to explain; but it seems 
more rational to hold to this view than to imagine 
inside of the physical brain a something capable of 


receiving impressions, and yet not admitting of dis-| ^ - 


integration. And what becomes of the notion that 
the spiritual part of man is refined matter ? How 
does that tally with the assumption that the mind or 
soul is something that is exempt from change—from 
disorganization? How fine must matter become be- 
fore it ceases to be subject to the laws of matter- 
integration and disintegration, distribution and re- 
distribution? If spirit is refined, sublimated matter, 
there is no possibility of immortality, unless at a 
certain stage of refinement matter ceases to act. in 
accordance with those laws which we now observe 
in all material operations ; which is an absurdity. 
To the Materialist, life and’ intelligence seem to 


organisms. Destroy the organism, and the activities, 
whether they be those called physical or mental, evi- 
dently cease. The substance is changed to other 
conditions—enters other combinations ; the organic 
forces are:converted into other activities correspond- 
ing with the material modifications. 
What we call mind is evolved with the brain and 
nervous system. Feeble in infancy, strong in mature 
life, it declines in old age, and the last symptoms 
which the mind exhibits are: disorder and insensi- 
bility, the precursors of annihilation. When we 
consider that the condition of the:brain and nervous 
system and that of the mind exactly correspond ; 
that any alteration in the one is attended with an 
alteration in the other ; that to all appearances they 
row and decay together; that any injury of the 
brain produces disturbance of the mind, the. conclu.. 
sion seems unavoidable that the dissolution of the 
body, the destruction of: the brain and. nervous sys- 


acquainted has a beginning and an end. . Aggrega- 
tion implies segregation ; formation implies dissolu- 
tion. How contrary to analogy, as Hume remarks, 
to imagine that one single form, seemingly the frail- 
est of any, and subject to the greatest disorders, is 
immortal and indissoluble ! Some of the modern 
Spiritualists, like those of old, seeing this absurdity, 
have recourse to the doctrine of pre-existence. But 


common. sense tells us that our mental existence 


began with our bodies—our existence as conscious, 
intelligent beings. 
with this: fact ? 


Modern Spiritualism, however, claims to have evi- 


dence of a direct, experiental character, in ungues- 


tionable communications with, and the reappearance 
of, former inhabitants of the earth. These evidences 
are by no means new. All the so-called proofs of 
modern Spiritualism were known to the ancients, 


fact by no means makes the evidenee either more or 
less valuable. oe vp Ae 

The communications from spirits have not made 
much impression on scientific investigators. They 
can generally be.traced to the minds of the medi- 


from supra-mundane beings? The character of the 
communications usually makes them very suspicious, 
We have messages and volumes from Theodore 
Parker that would reflect no credit. on any ordinary 
mind, while they exhibit none of the distinguishing 


but he has been exceedingly unfortunate in his 
efforts to recall even his place and date of birth and 
death, the title of his works, or important incidents 
in his mundane career, It is strange that intelligent 
men can believe that the communications which we 
get, and which are ascribed. to our departed sages, 
proceed from those minds which, it is claimed, freed 
from earthly care and toil, and enriched -by their 


varied and ‘accumulated life-experiences in the body, 


have in addition enjoyed facilities for intellectual 


Can ‘immortality be reconciled: 


, France. 


progress unknown to earth! Strange that a world 
where there is no ‘death, where to the wisdom of 
earth is added the greater wisdom resulting from 
centuries of thought, study, and experience in the 
‘Summer Land,” is able to impart to the groping ' 


and struggling denizens of this world ‘so little—E 
will not say that is in advance of our discoveries. 


and speculations—but that is worthy the attention of 


men and women of ordinary intelligence and culture ! 
We have communications from Egyptian priests, 
Chinese sages, the philosophers of Greece and' Rome, 
and the great minds of modern times, the light of 
whose genius yet lingers on the earth ; but when we 
read their productions, and consider what they were 
when they trod our globe, and what they must be 
now if the communications purporting to come from 
them are genuine, we find relief in the thought that. 
the great ones whose names are used have not thus 
degenerated, but are in the quiet, everlasting’ sleep 
of death ; while these childish thoughts and words 
ascribed. to. them are but the productions of unde- 
veloped, ignorant, and abnormal minds among. us. I 
believe that all. intelligent and candid Spiritualists 
will concede that the intellectual emanations from 
the spirit world are far inferior in point of excellence 
to the productions of those advocates of Spiritualism 
among us who have written in a normal state and 
given us their own thoughts, 
ZR [ro BE CONTINUED. | 
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A Rousing Sermon by Brother Smith. 
A BEAUTIFUL COMMAND, 


My beloved sisters and brothers, I has once more had a 
call from the Lord to 'splain God's word. An’ it givs me 
*ticular.pleasure that the St. Johns School Board am present, 
An’ fur their special benefit I select a text that must. satisfy 
them that.a8 a-book of truth the Bible is the: most, reliable 
book in our publie school, Bob Ingersoll an’ Babcock to the 
contrary notwithstanding. co 

You'll fine my blessed text in the holy school book, in 
Exodus xxii, 18. It reads, ‘‘ Thou shalt not suffer a witch 
to liv.” Blessed be God, sisters, only think how if it hadn't 
8 been fur this blessed command to-day our country might 
be full of witches ; an’ while. you, in the silent midnight 
hour, was confidingly entwined in the arma of your virtu- 
ous an’ only husband, a witch might steal your beloved, 
sisters-ab, an’ slip a bridle in his mouth-ah, turn him into a 
hoss-ah, jump on straddle an’ ride all night-ah. An’ when 
the poor man was returned to your loving an’ virtuous 
arms, tired an’ hungry, he would get upon his knees an’>—. 
still thinking he was a hoss—gnaw the headboard of your 
best bedstead-ah. Think of it-ah, an? sisters, bless God for 
giving the just command, ‘‘ Thou shalt not suffer a witch to 
liv.” An’ thank our school board for keeping in school a 
book that teaches the doctrine of witches ; an’ I tell you, 
always vote fur our school board fur any office, fur of such 
ig the kingdom of heaven. . l ; 

Secondly : An’ think, my beloved sisters-ah, if a witch 
should turn you into a black cat, an’ you should hav to 
spend the whole night with other cats fighting an’ yowling 
an’ dodging stones an’ ‘brickbats-ah—I say, my beloved, 
thank our school board fur this command, fur of such is 
the kingdom of heaven, . 

- 'Thirdly : Suppose you was put into a sieve, an’ then you 
would go sailing through the air, an’ maybe not very well 
dressed nuther. Ob horror of horrors! Thank God, my 
beloved, thank God fur his book of truth an’ our school 
board, fur of such is the kingdom of heaven. 

-Fourthly : Do you know that in Salem, Massachusetts, 
this ‘Bible put forty witches in jailat one time. Twenty 
‘were-hung ; av’ our blessed God. looked down from heaven 
an’ gaw those poor, pitiable creatures put to death by his 
blessed Bible command, ‘‘ Thou shalt not suffer a witch to 
liv." He had the power to save them, but he wouldn't do 
it, fur of such is the kingdom of heaven, - 

Fifthly : Five hundred witches were roasted alive at 
Geneva, one thousand. put io death at Cromo, seventeen 
thousand in Scotland, thirty-nine thousand in England an’ 
Oh, horror !. what a record of burning and tortur- 
ing to death has been done by this blessed God's command, 
“Thou shalt not suffer a witch to liv !" fur of such is the 
kingdom of heaven. Again I say, thank the wisdom of our 
school board, an’ vote fur 'em. "They all love ofice, an’ 
justly expect you to giv ’em your votes, fur of such is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

. Bixtbly : Some were racked, so ns to make ’em confess 
that they were witches. Let mie describe a rack. A rack 
isa Christian device, something like the bed of a wagon, 
with a windlass at each end. It was designed asa Chris- 
tian’s last argument to make one change his honest opinion, 
The witch was placed in it, with his feet chained to one end 
an’ his wrists chained to the other. The man John would 
turn the crank, and the pious man with the Bible would 
read to the victim our blessed text, my beloved, “ ‘Thou 
shalt not suffer a witch to liv,’ but if you will confess, we 
will ease up. Will you confess?" “ No, I aint a witch,” 
says the man. “John, turn the crank another twist.” He 
turns. The man’s limbs are stretched asunder. John sheds 
tears at-the thought of killing the man, an’ the other pious 
man says, ‘‘ John, lets go to the Bible fur comfort," So he 
reads our blessed text, ‘‘ Thou shalt not suffer a witch to 
liv." Oh, blessed book! This is the bock fur consolation, 
Again I say, my friends, vote fur our school board. They 
love office, an’ are good tools in the hands of the church, 
fur of such is the kingdom of heaven. 

Seventhly : l'il giv you their names, so when you are far 
away I wish every one as a favor will write to’em an’ thank 
'em fur making uss of tho Bible im school, Also write g 
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kind letter of thanks to Prof. Yntema an’ to R. Strickland 
an’ D. G. Hurd, G. W. Barker, Geo. Stevenson, Josiah 
Upton, an’ Charles Grisson, fur of such is the kingdom of 
heaven-ah i aX EL s 

Eighthly : Y say, if our press prints another article from 
that notorious Infidel Babcock, go an’ yell, “Stop my pa 
per!" "That's the way to choke the press into the traces of 
God's holy church-ah. ''Btop my paper! Stop my paper !" 

We'now dispose of the witches of old, an’ will now talk’ 
of the witches of to-day. Last week the Rev. Mr. Bayliss, 

` of Corunna, of our adjoining county, was sent to prison for 
two end à half years, His only crime was being bewitched 
by another man’s wife. Only three weeks before, Caro, of 
this state, sent its man of God an’ expounder of his word to 
the same prison fur three years. His crime was being 
bewitched with another man’s wife. Rev. Mr. Hice, of 
Lansing, had to suffer on account of his being bewitched by 
another man’s wife. Rev. Fisk, of Grand Rapids, and 
hundreds of others, all. good men, ever ready to denounce 
‘the Infidel Babcock, all of them pious men of God, hav 
been bewitched by the beloved sisters of: their churches, 
T tell you, my béloved sisters, there is witches in your eyes. 

` Never, I. beseech you, look at your 'spected preacher Bro. 
Smith with a melting expression. - Let me tell how I, too, 
like to hav been made to suffer. You see this am the buck- 
wheat season, an’ one day last week, whilst I was a calling 
‘on the sisters, I asked sister jones would she scratch my 
back, fur I'd eat buckwheat pancakes fur breakfast. She 
placed one arm around my waist, an’ as she ran her other 
arm up under my vest an begun to scratch, her eyes, with a 

. melting sort of expression, turned confidingly to mine, an’ I 
must say that I never had any scratcher that seemed to do 
me so much good. But the Lord came to my relief an’ 
whispered, ‘‘Stand firm, Bro. Smith, an’ trust in Jesus.” 
So I kissed her sweet lips an’ said she must never scratch 
my back any more, Blessed be God for my rescue from 
being bewitched on that particular occasion.’ Brother 
Jones will now pass the hat, fur of such is the kingdom of. 
heaven. i i : 

Ill preach again in two weeks if the Lord is willing, in 
three weeks anyhow’; an’ I'll] accept of à donation, an’ let it 
be a rouser, fur of such is the kingdom of heaven. PI take 
chickens—yeller-legged-—an' almost. anything. that’s good, 
fur of such is the kingdom of heaven. : 

An’ finally let's bless God fur looking on unmoved at the 
sight of the one hundred thousand victims who hav. been 
put to death by his command, ‘‘Thou. shalt not suffer & 
witch to liv." He saw all, had the power to save, but he 
refused to save. Bless God ! he was determined to hav all 
of the witches killed so you an’ I, my friend, might rest in 
peace, i i a f 

Ninthly: Brother Jones, pass the hat, fur of such is the 
kingdom of heaven. Amen, 

St Johns, Mich., Dec. 20, 1879. 
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Woman. — Marriage. — Franchise.—Freelove.— 
Abbot. — Ingersoll.—Rawson.—Underwood. 
—Mrs. Denton.—And the Glowing Words of 


Another Lady Regarding Mr. Bennett and 
the Situation. 


EDITOR or Tug TRUTH SEEKER: Mr, Sothern, the thea- 
ter-actor, in his renowned play of ‘‘ Dundreary," while per- 
‘gonating an English swell, having been away to attend a 
club or party, is asked who all were there, and replies, 
* Aw-& whole lot-a fellows-aw." And now, sir, you will 
note that I hav got “a whole lót” of people named in the 
head-lines of this article in connection with some very inter- 
esting subjects. 
At Aurora, Iil, quite a number of years'ago I was at- 
tracted to read a handbill upon the street which announced 
that a Mrs. Emmerson would ‘‘hold a meeting” at a given 
time in one of the large public halis of that place, to which 
she invited, gentlemen only. Her circular was attractive 
because of its absurd eccentricities, She had placed in 
raised letters upon it the. announcement that the admittance 
fee to her *' meeting" would be fifteen cents for each gen- 
. tleman, but that those little creatures ‘that men keep” 

' called women would not be admitted. The great body of 
those that composed the gentler sex of that little city pro- 
nounced her—upon reading her. bill—'' a good-for-nothing, 
impudent thing." But her bill of fare “took at sight ” with 
the masculines of the town, and at an early hour the hall 
was filled to its capacity, while the ladies were generally 
enraged to think that their husbands would go to hear the 
“ nasty, mean thing.” Your correspondent went—of course 
he did. The audience of gents had become enthusiastic 
long before she came in; and when she finally came, press- 
ing her way forward through the crowd, wearing a snow- 
white ditess and a blood-red shawl, accompanied by the 
marshal of the town, the audience gave vent to great 
applause. She took her seat in a complacent manner upon 
the forum, the marshal beside her in another chair. Bhe 
soon arose, and stepped forward to commence her lecture, 
when the crowd of men became boisterous with pounding, 
stamping, and cheers, for many in the hall had come there 
with prejudice against her by reason of the scoldings they 
had received from their wives. She stood for & moment, 
but the racket continued, when she turned and said to the 
marshal beside her, in a mild tone of self-posesssion, ‘‘I 
see, Mr, Marshal, that we are to hav no lecture to-night.” 
She continued, ‘' I hav fifteen cents from each one of these 
men and I shall keep it, for I am here to fill my engage. 
ment,” She thereupon took her seat, and immediately the 
house became as still as need be. She then gave us a noble 
lecture in behalf of her own sex. She said that often when } 
she approached cities and villages she saw gn announcement 
placarded that a young men’s literary society would meet-at 
a given time, but she héd failed to notice anything of the 


kind for the improvement of the minds of the young ladies; Liberal League Work in lowa. 

that they were left to dabble with frivolities which led to . : ` 

rivalries and jealousies; amd that so long as woman was| The Sub-Committee of the National Liberal League for 
neglected, so long as her mind was not properly and prac- Iowa is now completed, as follows ; | 5 
tically educated, man would realize the-want of true-com-| E. C. Walker (Chairman), Florence; Col. M. E. Billings, 
panionship; that what man wants is her appreciation of his | Waverly; Mrs. A. M. Swain, Fort Dodge; Mrs. Bertha M. 
‘intellectual snd practical worth; that he wants her.to know | Lee, Blairstown.; H. W. Mercer, Winterset. All of these 
what the money cost and where it came from that he fur- | are earnest, active Liberals, and will do their best to help on 
nishes her for her use. She said that man:and woman were the good cause, Shall they be sustained and assisted by the 
natural companions; that women do not venerate women | freedom-loving men and women of Towa? . 
ed they venerate men, and that men venerate each| — - : : 

other. 

“She made a feeling appeal to the fathers present to be 
mindful of the daughters as well as the sons; that they 
should be trained to be self-reliant as well as truly compan- 
ionable to man. ^ l 

A change came over the scene. Men of minds became 
ceeply interested—leaned forward as if not to lose a word; 
and many a father left that hall that night with the resolve 
that he would do all he could for his daughters, because 
convinced by the lady’s logic, so genially expressed, that 
the Joss to woman in education and practical knowledge 
was a logs to man and loss to the state. 

Mr. Abbot was wonderfully frightened and cried out 
**free love," because the Liberal Convention at Cincinnati 
put a plank into the platform for the enfranchisement of 
womav.. While the more noble Prof. Rawson says that he 
| would, under no-circumstances, undertake the hopeless job | 
of forcing à woman tolove him by à marriage bond if her 
love had become entirely estranged and she wanted to get 


released from him. E Tripoli ; Alex, Risk, Winthrop; Jerome Carter, Randalia; 

Mr. Underwood, iu his Colorado lecture on woman's|Jeromo Dutton, Wheatland, and M. W. St. John, Cedar 
political enfranchisement, said that his friend Abbot: of| Falls. Others will be appointed from time to time as fast 
| Boston was not in favor of the enfranchisement of woman | as suitable names are presented. 

until after the Constitution of the United States is more : rt 1 ] 
safely guarded against the encroachments of ecclesiasticism, | < 
because: of woman's susceptibility to its manipulations;| Our state legislature holds its biennial session this winter. 
while Mr. Underwood himself would let her vote right away | To it will be preséntéd a petition for the taxation of church 
and risk it. : "property. How many thousand names shallit bear? The 

Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll thinks that the old-style mar- | answer to this question depends entirely upon how much in 
riage i8 really nice, that upon it rests the salvation of the|earnest are the Freethinkers and secularists of lowa. Let 
stite ; while Mrs. Denton, one of the ** vanguard”: thinkers | us advance all along the line. ‘Storm the fort” of injus- 
among women, speaks of the tying up one man and one | tice and privilege. Every township should be thoroughly 
wonian for life, whether they want to or not, as the “ relics | canvassed for signatures. Each citizen should hav an op- 
of: barbarism.” And the wife of the writer thinks that the | portunity to sign this most righteous demand. Send on for 
reason Col. Ingersoll holds for the old relic so strong is| blank petitions. No time is to be lost. When you send for 
because he has chanced to obtain a very excellent wife, | petitions or write for other purposes, please inclose a few 
while she affirms that she has met with hundreds of married | stamps. We want to send a copy of the ‘petition to each 
people whose separations would be a blessing to themselves | paper in the state. Help us and we will help you. Bend 
and of benefit to the world. Another thinks that the mar- | for petitions, 
riage ceremony should be something as follows: ‘‘ We do ek 
pledge our sacred honors to the public, and place our pledge 
on record, that we will liv true to each other so long as we K 
continue to love each oth er, and so long as our happiness and | y, 
well-being is promoted thereby, or so long as evil does not 
supersede the blessing of our union; and that we, neither 
of us, will ever neglect or forsake our children, if any are 
given us by this marriage," 

; And now, Mr. Editor, I hav these words from my wife, 
who is absent from me on a tour, and to whom I sent the 
R.-P, Journal, and afterward Mr. Bennett's noble response 
from prison. In referring to it abe saya: ‘I think more of 
him than ever before. He is guilty but not tricky. : No 
false oath, no scheming, wily woman renders a man weak. 
I love the paper and honor the man, sympathize deeply with 
his wife in her statement, and hate, despise, loathe, and 
detest the Index and Bundy. I am glad I burned the 
R.-P. Journal as soon as I read it. A woman that will] 
receive as many letters, knowing as she did that he had af 
wife, is in no way worthy of credit. I do hope none will 
desert him. Underwood is selfish and egotistical. He essary and ordered the arrest of all man- 
refused to present the petition for signatures for D. M. peanuts ‘performers tap eet and concert saloons 
Bennett’s: release. from prison, ia Stark county, Ohio, last! which were found open on Sunday. Most of the places 
summer, and from that time I hav had no faith in him. | remained closed, but in a few, the proprietors of which 
Bennett is a Socrates. When his friends advised him to | ignored the order. about fifty persons were captured, —New 
evade, he stood like the hero that he is, and, acknowledging, Covenant (Ohicago). : 
takes the cup and drinks it heartily. Any who desert him| The play weekly put upon the boards at the church thea- 
now are weak themselves, They should all stand by him in| ter is becoming stale. It does not draw well. So the arm 
truth, It is enough to be a weak fool, as he acknowledges | of the civil power is invoked to compel people either to 
himself to hav been in a moment when unmanned ; but he | attend church or stay at home. Such is the meaning of this 
is a martyr to liberty and free press, and 1 do hope that|high-handed action upon the part of Cincinnati's mayor. 
there will not be one man or woman calling themselves | About one year ago the mayor of Keokuk (Iowa) forbade 
Liberals that will pay any attention to those letters, but that | the May-Fiske Blondes to giv an an advertised performance 
they will say, Let the noble Trurm SEEKER liv, and the | in that city, on the alleged ground that it was an “immoral” 
truthful martyr be more loved and cherished than ever. Aj|show. Then J. Villa Blake, in the Index, applauded this 
woman that would sell herself as did the blackmailer of Mr. | gross usurpation of power on the part of the Keokuk func- 
Bennett should be condemned by all. It is too often the|tionary. Will heand F. E. Abbot defead the similar action 
case that the bright genius of man has been blighted by a|of the Cincinnati satrap? Taey should, neither of these 
tricky woman. This letter shocked me. I looked it over | officera hav done anything, not sanctioned by the dogma of 
and laid it aside before I gave it a concentrated perusal. l|the Consensus of the Competent. But how long will 
studied the corruptions of church and state, and queried, | Americans submit to such foul tyranny? Where is the 
What dependence hay we if Liberals prove untrue? It|spirit of 76? Are there no men in Cincinnati that such 
sickened me, but the careful reading of it rallied me—made | odious ordinances can be enforced by a mayor, sycophantic 
me strong—his honest statement. , Man is weak, but the slave of the church power? Cincinnati wants such a mob 
martyr is strong, great, and honest at the core. Do all you | as threw the taxed tea into Boston Harbor. To use the ex- 
can, my husband, to stand by him now at the time that he | pressive language of the street, that mayor should be 
is passing through the ‘Gates of Gethsemane.’” The paper j “bounced.” Bounce him by ballots, if possible, if not, 
is rightly named Tux Trura SEEKER. Passion is early | otherwise. Socialists! Germans! Liberals! wnite// Do as 
awakened in man; and Dr. Ohilds says, ‘‘There is no|did your Newark brethren. Spot that mayor and every 
virtue in a membrane.” Man is hedged in by laws and cus- | man who dares defend his traitorous action. Awake ere it 
toms. I hav myself been selfish in my love nature, and | ig too late. E. C. WALEER. 
lived a strictly monogamic life ; but something is wrong, 
and.J believe the future will solve and set it right. 

Fraternally, T. 8. ANDREWS. 

Kipton, Ohio, Dec. 4, 1879. 


l ` LOCAL AGENTS. - 

In accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of 
the National Liberal League, the Committee is appointing 
local agents in the various cities and towns of the state. 
The duties of these agents are, in brief, to assist the Com- 
mittee in the organization of Local Leagues, distribute docu- 
ments, circulate petitions, collect funds, report meetings, 
send in to the Committee names of Liberals, etc. Will 
the. Liberals throughout: the state please report to the 
undersigned immediately the names of persons most fit to 
actin this capacity ? We want none but known Liberals, 
honest, capable, earnest men and women.. Please inclose 
stamp when writing—the expense of correspondence is con- 
siderable.. A word right;here. Do not depend upon your 
local agents to do all the work, , That would be giving one 
person too much glory. —— A 


AGENTB 80 FAR APPOINTED: 


Dr. 8. W. Moorman, Fort Madison ; Albert Leech, Don- 
nellson; Matchen. Farrington, Denver; Hon. D. P. Walling, 


TAXATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY. 


LOCAL LEAGUES. 


How many Leagues shall we hav by the 1st of September? 
ansas promises fifty Why cannot Iowa do as well? 
et us resolve that we will? How many shall be repre- 
sented in the 

CAMP-MEETING 


which will convene about the 25th of August and continue 
in session for five days? And where shall this grand grove 
meeting be held? Cedar Rapids, Marshalltown, Des 
Moines, Ottumwa, Waverly, Clear Lake, Fort Dodge ? Let 
us hear from the brothers and sisters all over the state. 
Send in your ballots before the ist of March, giving the 
reasons for you choice, and your committee will act accord- 
ingly. Which isthe most accessible point? which has tho 
greatest number of attractions? which can giv the most 
local aid ? 
.- , FREE, AMERICA, 
It having been noticed that the attendance at places of 


amusement in Cincinnati on Sunday was from three to five 
times as large as at the churches, the mayor determined 


———— MM 
Mr. Dudgeon's Contribution. 


"NEW HARTFORD, N. Y., Dec. 25, 1879. 
i ri l DEAR BENNETT: My customary $0.00 herewith inclosod, 
AUXILIARY Liberal League No. 150 is located at Spring- | as a contribution to Tas TRUTH SEEKER interest, is some. 
vile, Utah, and starts with a goodly number of earnest | what tardy, but I hope to do better next time. : 
working members, S 2007.7 Very respectfully, > Ww. DUNGEON, 


Bre Wrath 


- .D. M. BENNETT, Editor. 


Pusnmuzp Evzry SATURDAY, AT $3.00 PER YEAR. 


The largest and cheapest, Radical Journal pub- 

lished in .Hurope or America, containing nearly 

- seven hundred square inches more of reading mat- 
ter than any other journal of tts kind. 


Entered at the Post- Office at New York, N. Y.,as 
Second- Class Matter. 


"NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JAN. 3, 1880. 


Some Reminiscences and a Kind of Prospectus. 


When the New Year is born journalists usually seize the 
occasion to giv a prospectus. They wait outside the chamber 
door, as it were, ready to write the name of their paper on 
qhe forehead of the infant. Wedo not think the young 
year could be better called than TRUTH SEEKER, and if he 
indeed be a seeker after the truth he will be an improve- 
ment cn some years that hav passed. And s0 we are going 
to write Tum TnurH SEEKER on the. brow of our New 
Year. We hope he will hav a less thorny path than the 
paper snd its editor hav. 

Promises for the future hav but little value unless we hav 
a record of the past to judge whether they are likely to be 
kept. On the edge of a Western prairie in the summer of 
1878 Mr. Bennett was busily engaged in running.a seed 
farm, with probably as little idea of embarking in the pub- 
lication of a Liberal journal as Anthony Comstock has of ever 
becoming an honest man. A discussion sprang up between 

' the clérgy of Paris, Ill, and a few Freethinkers of the 
‘place, of whom Mr. Bennett was one, on religious topics, 
- and while the ministers had the run of the local papers the 
Liberals were shut out. Not liking this treatment Mr. 
Bennett determined to hav a publication wherein those 
holding Liberal views upon theological subjects could ex. 
press them freely. And THE TRUTH BEEEER was started 
upon the journey whereon it has never flagged. At 
first but a small eigbt-pege monthly paper at 60 cents 
per year it bas steadily gone on till we find it at its 
present proud position of being the largest journal in 
the world devoted to Liberal or heterodox thought. We 
find in its first issue this clear cut plank in its platform: 
«We hav no creed nor dogmas to ask others to sub- 
'seribe to, bnt are in favor of independent thought, free 
inquiry, free speech, and everything that tends to break 
the chains of mental bondage, ignorance, and superstition." 

N o paper ever started with a broader platform, a grander 

purpose, than is outlined in this eentence. It breathes 
charity, liberality, honesty. It givs at one view an insight 
into the ckaracter of its editor, and those who hav been 

. with him from the beginning can bear witness to how faith- 
fully he has stood upon this platform, even when whirl. 
winds of slander hav dashed about him. Never for a mo- 
ment has his integrity, his unflinching devotion to truth, 
been shaken. 

In December of that year, after having issued four num 
bers in Paris, he removed to New York, and from an 
eligible point on Broadway the paper was published for. 
over two years—till May, 1876, when Messrs. Henderson & 
Brown having leased Science Hall for a proposed Liberal 
hesdquartere, Mr. Bennett moved his paper to ita present 
place, 141 Eighth street. It would be interesting to trace 
Tum TRUTH SEEKER all through these years, but it would 

` take too long, When the paper came to New York it was 
enlarged by the additicn of eight pages, making it 3 sixteen 
page monthly at $1.00 per year. With the commencement 
of Volume III. the pages were enlarged to their present 
size, and THE TRUTH BEEKER started off as a weekly, 
s‘ With a pocketbook extremely flat te begin with ; with a 
very small sum in the bank to our credit; with no capi- 
talist to stand by and see us through ; with no corporgtion 
of stockholders to send instalments as necessities arose ; 
with zo heavy contributors to remit large donations to 
relieve us, we hav frequently been brought to great efraits. | 
More than once hav we reached our last dollar, with no geg- 
‘tainty where the money was to come from on Saturday 


night to pay off our hands end to meet other expenses," | 


are the words in the New Year's Greeting of Volume III. 


Yet the paper struggled on, relying. on ity mgkivg a warm, 


place in the hearts of its friends by being regarded by 
'' every friend of progress as ‘our paper,” 
- fas justified the boldness of the editor, Although, as Mr, 
- Bennett frankly confesses, he saw hard times, he hag always 
paid one hundred cents on the dollar of his debts, and wilg 
doubtiess be enabled to do so in the future, 
While on Broadway Mr. Bennett published his first book, 
* which opened the way to a respectable publishing buginesg, 
‘The Heathens of the Heath,” by our very able friend 
‘Wm. McDonnell, was the book, since which time there hav 
gone forth from Taz TRUTH SexxrR cflce over two hun 
dred different books and tracts, ranging in price from one 
cent to $5.50. 
Watil the middle of November, 1877, Mr, Bennett quisily 
' «pursued his toilsome way, working from twelve to eighteen 
hours a day to place his paper upon a gure basis. The cir- 
culation had been constantly increasing. Hundreds of warm 
friends all over the country were interested in it. At this 
time, on Monday, November 12, 1877, Anthony Comstock 


walked into the office, accompanied by a United States | bones, 


remain. 


tion. 


and experienc, 


marshal, and arrested him on the charge of sending obscene 
and blasphemous matter through the: mails.. The week. 
before he had arrested E. H.. Heywood in. Boston. on:a 
similar charge, Mr. Bennett was taken before Commis- 
sioner Shields and held in $1,500 bail to appear to answer. 
The tracts complained of were ‘Au, Open. Letter to Jesus 
Christ," written by Mr. Bennett, and '* How Do Marsupials 
Propagate their Kind," by Hon. A. B. Bradford, written 
originally for the Popular Sciences Monthly. After a great 


deal of time and. money had been spent, this case was dis- 


missed. The District Attorney had instruction, from Wash- 
ington, This made Comstock very mad, and he told.three 
persons on different occasions that he would ‘‘ get him yet." 
Mr. Bennett tried to introduce this at his trial, but it was 
"ruled" out, Knowing that something was wrong with a 
law which could be perverted into a persecuting power, Mr. 
Bennett got out a petition to Congress to hav the law modi- 
fied or repealed. This was signed by some seventy thousand. 
The case was argued before the Congressional Committee on 
Post-Offices, who recommended no action. And so the law 
stands to-dsy & trap ready set.for those who offend the 
“ Society for the Suppression of Vice," or the Y. M, C. A., 
which is the same thing. 

When Comstock attacked him, Mr. Bennett determined 
not to be crushed off-hand, and on the first of January fol- 
lowing he doubled the number of pages of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, making it sixteen pages, and putting the price up 
to three dollars per year, at which size and price it will 
Bince the enlargement the paper has seen hard 
times ; but so far it has held its own against those who hav 
tried to suppress it, : 

In the summer of 1878 the New York State Freethinkers’ 
Association held its annual meeting at Watkins, Mr. 
Bennett attended, taking along with him a lot of his books. 
Miss Tilton, Mr.: Hey wood's sister-in-law, also attended, 


selling ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes,” for mailing which Heywood -had | 


been sentenced to eighteen months’ imprisonment in Dedham 
Jail, seven of which he served and was then pardoned by 
Hayes. Mr. Benneti’s and Miss Tilton’s bookstands at 
Watkins adjoined, and one day, while she was away fora 
moment, a Christian spy asked for a ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes,” 
Mr. Bennett handed it to him, putting the price: into her 
money-box. He was soon after arrested, in company with 
Miss Tilton and W. 8. Bell, who had voluntarily and gratuit- 
ously helped both in disposing of their books. They were 
placed under bail for trial, and tre now; but it-is hardly 
likely the case will ever come. up again. : 


Mr. Bennett returned to New York very indignant. He 
knew the book was not obscene, and he knew he had a 
right to sell it. He announced in his paper that he would 
sell it regardless of Comstock. This was Anthony's chance, 
and he immediately wrote a decoy letter, ordering that and 
another work. He had convicted Hey wood on it and he felt 
sure he could Mr. Bennett. The sequel proved him right. 
Our readers all know of the miserably unfair rulings of the 


judge, of the impassioned appeals to the prejudices of the 
jury by the District Attorney, of the weakness of ‘the one. 
juryman who only said guilty that the case might go to a 


higher court, of the unsuccessful appeal to that court, and 
the cruel sentence. For seven weeks he stayed in Ludlow- 
Street Jail while the President was considering his applica- 
tion for pardon made through Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll. 
Mr. Hayes said the book was not obscene, as good as prom- 


ised to release him, and then suddenly changed his’ mind 
at the instigation of the ministers and Comstock, who went 
to Washirgton for the express purpose of defeating the 
application, Mr. Bennett was ordered to be taken to Albany, 


and on July 28th Marshal Kennedy took him to that institu- 
It was left with usto: conduct his business and edit 
TEHE TRUTH SEEKER, à task we hav done to the best of our 
limited ability. Friends all over the country hav been very 


kind. They hav sent in many trial subscribers, and many 


generous donations hav been sent to keep the paper from 
going down. We extend to a} our sincerest thanks, and 
promise that until Mr. Bennett is once more seated. in his 
proper place we shel} do our best to render Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER a welcome weekly visitor to its hundreds of friends, 
As in the few (to us long) months it has been our duty to 
edit it, we shall strive to make if one of the best Liberal 
journals printed. It will at all times defend the right:and 
denounce the wrong. I! will wage an unceasing warfare 
upon the shams 0? the church, and the crüel creeds which 
bind in chaing fhe minds of hundreds of thousands all over 
this country. The aryegt and conviction of Mr, Bennett 
were brought about by the enmity ang intolerance of relig- 


ious bigotg, and the paper will never cease to oppopa a. 


system of region which resorts to lying, intrigue, . and 
imprisonment to smother honest thought. The Bible con- 
tains many times more objectionabje matter, judged even 
by the standard of idiotic prudery, than doés ‘'Cupid’s 
Yokeg.” The entire animus of the prosecution was because 
Tar TRUTH BEELER persistently and boldly ettacked Chris- 
tianity, one of the gréatest frauds ever perpetrated upon the 
world. But the imprisonment of its editor was not a good 
way to soften jig attacks, and will only result in making it 
more aggressive than ever, Christianity claims to be a 


religion founded on the merits of & mgek and lowly Jew ;. 


but its followers hay been the most arrogant and jfütolerant 
of sll religions, They hay busted the good, the true, and 
the brave ; hav dragged to prison the beretie apd burnt the 
Freethinker. They hav built cathedrals and prisons, altars 
and dungeons ; purchased communton tables for the elect of 
the Lord and racks to lay victims on. Almost evéry article 
of yorphip is accompanied by an instrument of torture; 
eyen the loylgg arms of the so-called mother of God, held 
wide open to fold to the heart of mercy an erring world, 
are taken a8 a model for as horrible a design as man ever 
invented—the Scavenger’s Daughter. Wheels to break the 
iron boots to crush the feet, glowing pinoeré and 
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flaming splinters for the flesh, knives, axes, and beheading 
blocks, hav been the missionaries of the church of Christ. 
Human sharks, they hav sported in seas of blood. 

Because THE TRUTH BExEEER has told these things that 
the church would like to hide, because its editor fearlessly 
denied what he believed to be fables ; because he sought to 
remove the basis of superstition on which rests this superstruc- 
ture which supports such a vast number of priests; he has 
been made the object of a most unjust and cruel persecution. 
But Tas Troura SEEKER will continue to advocate the 
rights of the Freethinkers—that of being allowed to write 
and speak their honest thoughts the same as though they sat 
& few times a week under the instructions of a hired hypo- 
crite or an honestly-deluded preacher. The Constitution of . 
our country guarantees equal religious rights to all citizens, 
of whatever form of. belief, or no- belief at all. There is 
nothing in that document which prevents a man or woman 


| from having one or a million or no god. 


. To the Liberals of the country, to those who love liberty, 
those;who value free speech, who place: honesty above 
hypocrisy, who prefer the facts of science to the theories of 
superstition, the thinkable and knowable to the unthinkable 


-and unknowable, reasonable opinions to the ¢pse dizit of 


not as generous in the future as it has been in the past. 


ignorance, neighborly charity to burning bigotry, we appeal 
for support for the coming year. All we ask is reward 
according to our merit, and it shall not be our fault if it is 
We 
hope that every person interested in the cause of human 


Yights—of liberty for all alike—will do what he can to help 


along THE TRUTH SEEKER., Let all seek for truth, and 
when we hav found the jewel in the grass, let us bring 
another to view it with us, A diamond loses nothing of its 
lustre by being looked at by the multitude, and the truth 
will bear the roughest handling. Al it asks is a fair field 
and no favor. B 

Remember Tus TRUTA SEEKER is the largest, boldest, 
and freest Liberal paper in the world. it will be sent, 
postage paid, 


One year - - E - $3.00 
Six months - - - - 1,50 
Three months - E = - .75 


In order to introduce it, we shall continue to send it to 
new or trial subscribers three months for 50 cents. We do 
not make anything on this, and we do it simply to take the 
stranger by the hand, trusting that he will like it well 
enough to continue. taking it.at the regular rates, And 


‘while we are talking about the paper, we will ask those in 


arrears if it is not convenient for them to pay upand renew, 
Those who hav been on our listas trial subscribers will 
confer a favor if they will let us know whether they 
wish it longer or not. We hope none will stop, for we 


j need all the help we can get in the way of subscribers, 


Money should be remitted to D. M. Bennett, ihe same as 
heretofore. 

We wish all our friends a new year free from worry and 
vexation, from financial distress, sickness, and suffering, 
and trust that in their prosperity they will not forget 


‘Tur TRUTH SEEKER, 


Account of Stock. 


We dimly remember an ancient remark to the effect that 


-“ as ye sow, so shall ye reap.” Now, last year those thrifty : 


yoke-fellows, Abbot. and Bundy, put in a late fall crop of 
what purported to be good sound wheat; but, whatever it 


was, it must hav fallen ou pretty stony ground, for very 


little of it came up, and what does sprout turns out to be 
pretty much all tarer. As we look over the ground we 
cannot see it exactly “white to the harvest;” and, if it was, ` 
the laborers are the fewest ever bid toa field. . As an expert 
in husbandry, we would not harvest it at the halves, no, 
nor for the whole of it, especially not so short-handed as 
the afore-mentioned yeomen seem to be, 

But to drop “the parable of the sower”’ and come to that 
of the old sore, sore head, or whatever the trouble is thought 
to be, let us call to mind how these unjust stewards, with 
such small talents buried in so little napkins, scattered 
Indexes by the 6,000 all overthe land. But behold here a 
curiosity in culture! Jo the ordinary run of seed-sowing 
the plant crops up in the game lot and on the same man’s 
land. We looked to see this plant of 5,000 Indeves come up 
in the Index office; but behold, they all shoot up vigorously 
and thickly in THE TRUTH SEEKER cffice. Page after 
page of our ‘ Friendlies,” and great numbers who do not 
get into our pages, acknowledge receipt of an Indez, two 
Indexes, three and four Indexes, sowed thinner and thicker 
in spots, and all hav one tale to tell—that they repudiated 
the Indepeg, xetnzned the Indexes, put the Indexes into the 
fire, and then proclaimed themeglves ten times more the 
friend, admirer, and upholder of Mr. Bennett thaa ever 
before. They also go out and get more subscribers for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER and pot for the Index, This is the crop 
that TEE TRUTH SEEKER reaps, all at the kind expense of 
the Index. The Index has such winning ways to make 
everybody hate it. It is very much as if the Indez man 
shouid hoot his own chickens in his own tomato patch and ` 
throw them over on ours under phe impression that our 
chickens were depredating on him. Anyhow, the chigkeng 

omg home to roost with us and increase our stock of 
Christmas poulfry, l 7 

Also the qu ard that were.implored to notice, mark, 
and remark, and send copies to the Zndeg, a]l but the ploug 
papers, potice, mark, remark, and send copies to fag 
TapTH SREKER office. That is more crop for Tug TnuTRH 
SzrxxES that, by all the laws of agri, horti, flori, and ail 
other culture, except just “culture,” pure and simple, ought 
to come up in the Index office, We are ever so much 
obliged, but are more surprised and are dreadfully mixed, 
We wonder if that is what is meant by that other ancient 
remark, “He maketh the wrath of man to praise him,” 
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But there is more crop yet. Those five thousand ZIndezes 
scattered by the so Wer and the sore-head, and the head that 
never was sowed and that nothing ever came up on, were 
intended to break down the National Liberal League. But 
the League didn't break. It kept right on gaining new ad- 
herents; securing new local affiliations, in the same ratio as 
before, and never lost one. ‘The concern at Ithica we do 
not count—it never was loyally one. Those five thousand 
Indexes were intended to alienate, brow-beat, discourage, 
and demoralize the leaders. They screamed frantically, 
“Expel Rawson ! turn’ out Bennett, or Wright must re- 
sign !" but nobody was aliénated, or discouraged, or fright- 
ened, nobody was expelled and nobody resigned, and the 
League is still officered as efficiently as before, and is going 
right on as its members always intended to do, whatever 
designs its putative founder and sometime president had in 
view—just as though members do not hav as much to do 
with founding an institution as its first president or leader 
does. i 

But the high, supreme keystonė in the arch design in all 
these Religio-Index tactics was to scare away subscribers 
and break down THE TRUTH SEEKER. This, like all the 
other kinds of garden '*sass" noted, has brought to Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER the biggest kind of crop. The demoralized 
subscribers who yelled, “Stop my paper,” since the Religio 
exposed and the five thousand Indexes were sown broadcast, 
amount to the bankrupting*humber of 8; the new ones 
added count up to 900. - Balance, 897, The entire in- 
crease since Mr, Bennett's imprisonment is over 3,000, 

This is our inventory and account of stock taken at the 
beginning of the year—and it really looks as if THE TROTH 
SEEXER may survive till week after next, or possibly till the 
next April Focl Friends of Tug TRUTH Bxgkxn, this is 
survival of the fittest with encouragement. You hav all 
“fit” well Do not be alarmed. We ain't dead yet (free 
translation of '*we still liv"). Send on more new sub- 
scribers, and we will liv still—but that don’t imply that we 
will keep still. ` 

When the explosion first reverberated we of course all 
rushed to the windows to see what the noise was all about ; 
and we did not know, for the moment, but the roof would 
crash in on our heads.. There was a general hush. Not a 
leaf ttirred. : i 

; “Twas as the general pulse 
Of life stood stiil, and nature made a pause: 
An awful pause! prophetic of her end.” 

But, now that the fruit comes rattling down into our lap, 
we are reassured. We don't mind earthquakes asy more. 
Indeed we rather enjoy them, and wish they would come 
often and shake that old apple tree again and again. But 
poor Abbot, with his best trees so situated. that the sweet- 
ings and greenings a'i fa.l over iuto vur ict, and everything 
he can do redoundirg to our increase and to the fat of our 
land, we should !hiuk he would pull up and go West, young 
man, go West. Dundy very likely would take him in at $7 
& week for a while till he could find & pulpit or a congrega- 
tion to do. Or Underwood might coach him a little and 
show him how to lecture—if only anybody would ever go 
to hear him. T. C. L. 


A Correction and Disclaimer. 


To TEE EDITOR or THE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: In your 
issue of November 22d was an '' Open Letter " addressed to 
me by Mr. A. L. Rawson, Secretary of the National Liberal 
League, offering to place his resignation in my hands if 1 
thought it the “just and right thing to do." In my personal 
reply, which I allowed Mr. Rawson to lay before the public 
in any channel he should see fit, and which appeared in 
your columns of November 29th and in the Indez of De- 
cember 4th, I committed two serious errors. First, I 
inconsiderately signed my letter as President of the League; 
second, I left my language open to a :misconstruction, 
which, unfortunately, has actually occurred in a quarter 
where it is important to the interests of the National 
League that it should not be misunderstood or mistaken for 
an official utterance. : 

It was not my constitutional province or duty, as Presi- 
dent of the League, to express any opinion in the case or 
receive Mr. Rawson's resignation unless he peremptorily 
insisted on resigning. The League itself, so far as its Con- 
gtitution throws any light on the subject, is the only tribunal 
competent to act on the case. I ought to hav replied simply 
to that effect. , 

Under such circumstances, however, I think any individ- 
ual member, though an officer, or any local League, has a 
perfect right, if deeming it expedient, to express an opinion. 
lt was unfortunate and deeply to be regretted that in ex- 
pressing my own—for which surely no one else is responsi- 
ble—in view of what I shall always consider an unjustifia- 
ble public attack on Mr, Rawson's private character, I left 
any possibility of inferring from my language that I deny 
any self-evident trpth or undervalue yeracity, sincerity, and 
whet I regard as ‘! good moral character,” às indispensable 
qualifications for office in the League. I believe this senti- 
ment prevails throughout the now one hundred and fifty 
Loca} Leagues almost toa man, If it prevailed equally 
throughout the organizations from which the Nacional 
League asks simple justice, it would hav no reason to exist. 

‘J meant, in my reply to Mr. Rawson, to assert emphati- 
pally the equal constitutional eligibility of all members, but 
by no means to deny the right and duty of the League, in 
congress asgembled, to judge of eharactey, or even reputa- 
Vion, and place in «ffice its most moral, capable, and efl- 
cient members, Very deplorable it will he if my shortcom- 
ing in expression shall narrow the field from which the 
League can select the best. I ought to hav asserted, and 
think I should hav done so but for a habit of brevity and 
eaving people to find their own brains, that every individ- 
ual voter in the League is morally bound, in loyalty to his 
own conscience, to vote for such officers as he thinks or 


hopes will best promote the objects set forth in our Consti- 
tution. There is not in this vast republic a man worthy to 
be called a man who can deny the justice of any one of our 
demands. It is only in their corporate, organic, soulless 
capacity that men make the denial. Hence the attack not 
on the real objects or demands of the League, but on ob- 
jects falsely and calumniously imputed to it, and on the 
‘private character of its members. The League does not 
deprecate this; it accepts it as a good reason why every offi- 
cer’s and member's life should be beyond just reproach, but 
as truth does not become falsehood by passing through the 
lips of a liar, however its credibility may suffer, so the 
League has the good sense not to reject the co-operation for 
its good objects of men whose lives in other respects may 
be bad. How the aggregate life of the world is to be made 
better on any other principle is a problem for those to 
solve who allow their souls in any meagure to be enslaved 
by the corporate interests of those who oppose our demands. 
I did disclaim, and I see no reason to disclaim my dis- 
claimer, any right on my part, either as officer or member, 
to impose my own standard of morals or character—other- 
wise than by exercising my right of suffrage of course—on 
any other member of the League, much less on the League 
itself, through the person of any duly-elected officer. It 
seems to me that it would be a dereliction of the fundamen- 
tal principle of the League to call in question the right of 
any member or auxiliary to express an opinion of the char- 
acter and conduct of any officer. That right must be con- 
ceded, otherwise membership in the League would involve 
a sacrifice of one’s own standard of morals, in case the 
majority should elect to office & character inconsistent with 
it. 
*.1f,in the present painful emergency brought upon the 
Libera] cause from within by an attack certainly inexpedi- 
ent if not unjust, my errors above referred to should lead 
any member or auxiliary prematurely to sever connection 
with the National League, to the extent of depriving that 
body of the ability, in the Constitutional way, to repair the 
wrong and correct the mistake, if any has been committed, 
I should never forgive myself. Please excuse this excess of 
words, in view of my previous deficiency. 
Boston, Mass., Dec. 25, 1879. Ezur WRIGHT. 
———— — 9————— — 


Albuminoid. 


WHAT BIT IT OFF? 


To A. K. Burrs, EUGENE MACDONALD, et al; I knew it 
iust come. I hav been warned from the “Hub” and 
elsewhere that my turn would come. I waited patiently, 
butit didn't come. I looked to the east and I looked to 
the west, and yet it didn't come. But it did come. 1 
looked too high for things close by, and did not think 
there was any Man right here at home who would 
*' peach " on me in that dastardly way. ‘‘Man is not a man 
for a’ that,” And you, too, Eugene, ain't you ashamed to 
make THE TRUTH SEEKER a vehicle of his vile “ insinu- 
endoes.” You might hav told me what was in the wind, I 
could hav bought up that whole album for fifty cents, and 
with some help from Liberals [ could hav raised the money. 
Verily, verily, a man’s foes are of his own household. It is 
not fair, either, in you two allied editors to expose an ‘old 
hu!k" while he is in the land of the free and the home of 
the brave. Why didn’t you wait till he got into jail? and 
why take a man of your size ? 

And here’s a whole week that all Liberaldom has been 
standing aghast, with pallid lips, peeled eyes, open mouths, 
and distended nostrils, snuffiog at the obscene gale, tryiug 
somehow to make out what this new explosion is all about. 
They expect an explanation, and I hasten to explaia. 

Now, see how plain a tale will put you down. Instead of 
making a butt of ridicule of me, you make a ridicule of 
Butts. I hav been advised to make a clean breast of it and 
confess. I havn't any cleau breast to confess. I don’t want 
to be an angel ; I prefer to be a son of the morning—Lucifer, 
the light-bearer—and dwell where the good devils be. I am 
going to brass it out. i 

I never write poetry nor rhyme; much as I can do to 
write reason. I never wrote in albums in my life, and 
hardly ever do now ; besides, she thrust her album on me 
unsought ; and what is more I didn't write anything in it— 
leastways, nothing to speak of. Anyhow, Butts wouldn't 
giv $300 forit. She agreed to divide if he did; but he 
didn’t and wouldn't; so that put up job fell to the ground, 
and we didn’t make a red cent by it. He said it was rich, 
and was worth it, and he had the money; but he could get 
more obscenity for love than he could for money out of the 
R-P Journal and Index; besides, it was too obscene for the 
columns of Man; if it had been woman he wouldn't mind 
it ; and he said if I would leave out “kiss 'em," and put iu 
** miss "em," to rhyme with ** barbarism,” and make it more 
cultured and high-toned, he would giv $400 for it; but 
Barbara and I both swore we would not prostitute the 
Muse to any such base and unholy purpose, bad a8 we 
wanted money, and Christmas so near, and no legs for & 
baby's stockings; and so I didn't write it, and she vowed 
she never, never, never would ‘‘peach” on me, and I 
believed her. J know she didn't tel], hecause she never told 
me. How Butt's got it no fellow can find out, because I 
didn't write it, When she presented her album and asked 
me, with one of thoge irresistibly-persuasive gmiles that 
should always accompany albums, ghe inspired me with all 
nine of the Muses, and it wrote itse]f, and I hav been 
sitting on the guilt edge ever since—of the album, I mean ; 
and Butts would hav written the same or worse, and so 
would you, 'Gene, if once she thought you deficient in 
&lbumen. i 

Iam not scared by Butts’ “expert from Alaska.” If he 
freezes to me I will warm to him, and we will see who will 
thaw first. Let him examine my hand, and when he opes 
hig mouth let every dog bark, If his word would not be 


ilies concerned.” 
Sometimes a whole neighborhood of families are one con- 
cern, 
Grundy street but all the famities living in it are concerned, 
Let us always shield the families concerned. 


received by every Liberal in America, I know an upper dog 
that would. 
he gets some of the $300. Jf.not,then Elling would. They 
are a wooden set anyhow, and among them somebody 
would. 


I don’t know but Under would, particularly if 


Iam much obliged for ** Man's" consideration of the “‘fam- 
Families are almost always concerned, 


Inever turn down a corner of Abbot or Bundy or 


I shall not resign. I own a sharein this country. It is 


good stock to own. It pays ten per cent, and I don't pro- 
pose to hypothecate (scientific word for pawn). 
must go. 
of all the other girls with hearts and albums that would 
ache. 


Hayes 
Besides Barbara can’t spare me, and then think 


When Hayes knows this he will decline my resigna- 
tion and accept his own. Barbara and I can rua this coun- 


try better than any civilized man. 


Auyhow I didn’t doit. I will stick to that till the very 
last ‘* Man" shall the very last woman obey, lf I hav done 
anything I am sorry for I am willing to be forgiven—then 
I would do it again under more aggravating circumstances, 

Now I look to be Duke or Ear] under Dictator Grant for 
my frankness ; and, if I am not, ''he may kill the next 
Percy himself.” : 

Now, all ye Competent ! come on with your Consensus t 

“Ye prudes in virtue say, 
Say ye severest, what would you hav done ?” 

Butts need not be so chary of my name. I am not 
ashamed of it. Its owner is responsible, and hereby sub- 
scribes it in full. TEE Cre LER. 
e 


That Interview. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: Although 
a communication that I sent you a month ago in reply to 
certain references to me which had appeared in THE TRUTH 
SEEKER is yet unpublished, I send you this letter to say 
that the report of an interview with me, extracts from 
which, with comments, appeared in your last issue, does 
not state accurately what I said, For what I hav actually 
said or written in regard to Mr. Bennett, for whom, I trust 
Iam not lacking In charity, I hav no apology to offer. I 
simply do not wish to be judged by what I hav not said or 
written. 

I did mention, as an objection to Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
under Mr. Bennett’s management, that it was coarse, that 
its editor seemed to delight in dwelling on the vices of the 
clergy, and that it tended to lower the moral.tone of Lib- 
eralism, but I did not apply to the paper the word 
** obscene.” 

I said that Ccl. Ingersoll and others who petitioned for 
Mr. Bennett'a pardon did so on the ground that ‘“ Cupid’s 
Yokes,” which he had circulated, was not an obscene book, 
and that his conviction, therefore, was unjust. I added 
that the conviction that he was ''pereonally a moral man" 
strongly influenced Ingersoll and others who had no sym- 
pathy with Freelovism, and who thought Bennett had acted 
foolishly, to make the effort they did for his release, I did 
not say that Mr, Bennett’s character was the ground on 
which Col. Ingersoll asked for his release, although possibly 
that was urged ag one of the reasons. 

Nor did I say Col. Ingersoll had left Mr, Bonnett “to his 
fate," .I said I inferred Col. Ingersoll's present disposition 
toward Bennett only from reports of interviews that had 
been published, and that I knew nothing as to their cor- 
rectness. The reporter and another of the party present 
said there was no doubt that he had stated, as reported, 
" that if the Bennett letters were genuine, he had given his 
sympathy to the wrong man." 

I mentioned the three persons named as prominent expo- 
nents of the Freelove theory, and spoke of Mr. Andrews as 
the most scholarly among them, but made no reflection on 
his character. 

There are other errors in the report, but I hav neither the 
time nor inclination to refer to more. Y wished to point out 
only those of a personal nature. The reporter no doubt 
intended to giv a correct report; but my own remarks are 
not given in the language I used, and in some cases what I 
said does not fairly appear. 

Perhaps some of the statements which I did make, but 
which were not given by the reporter, would, if published, 
be regarded by certain persons quite as objectionable as 
some of those commented on in the Jast TRUTH SEEKER 
which I did not make. 

By giving these hurriedly written lines a p'ace in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER at any early date, you will oblige, 

Yours truly, B. F. UNDERWOOD, 

Springfield, Mass , Dec. 27, 1879. 

—————— $9 d ————— 

“Tux National Liberal League—W hat It I3, and What It 
Is Not," is the title of an address, by C. J. Herbold, Esq., 
delivered before the First Auxiliary Liberal League of Cin» 
cinnati, which meeta every Sunday at 8 rm, in Odd Fel- 
lows' Temple, in that city. Itis a plain statement of what 
its title indicates, and after eo much misrepresentation ag 
the League has sustained at the hands of its whilom friends 
it is a very necessary littlé work. Published by A. War- 
ren, 219 Central avenue, Cincinnati. The price we should 
Judge would be about fifteen cents, | 

———— 9 9——-—— —— 


THE Amateur Universe comes to us from its proprietor, 
editor, and printer, John Wilson, 7 Ormond Road, Rath- 
mines, Dublin, Ireland. Its six quarto pages are full of good 
Liberal reading matter. Ireland is a hard place, one would 
think, for a Liberal paper, and perhaps the locality accounts 
for the ''fewneas" of its pages. We wish them success ig 
that priest-ridden isle, 


M 


Worcester, but acknowledge them as standard lexicogra- 


' get down to hard work and answer my articles, either Uy 


Bon of monarch y—the blasting upas tree, whoge branches 


some think we can not prosper upon any other principle of 


_ cent gold-bearing bonds. 


= Thus à huge monopoly will be'able to control not only the 


: ag the purchasing power of the same. 


The Truth Seeker, Tannery 5, 1880. 


Discussion of the National Financial System. 
BETWEEN DR. H. H. MORRISON, OF CHARLESTON, ILL., AND 
JOHN W., TRUESDELL, OF SYRACUSE, N, Y. 

. MORRISON’S SECOND LETTER. 
` To THE EDITOR or Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: It? Seems to 


hav been a fortunate circumstance for Mr. Truesdell that I 
referred to the ‘‘ fiat” of law in the création of money, and | 1 
. injected a little irony into my last article, else he would 


hav been hard pushed to hav found something to say ; but as 


it was he got in two columns, but not one word in defense. 
of banks of issue ; not a word in defense of the interest on 
money that our people are and hav been paying. And 


that leads meto conclude that he too does not wholly indorse 
our present financial system. I do not reject Webster or 


phers, Whose business it is to arrange in alphabetical order 
the words of a language, giving their meaning and proper 
application. But when either of them attempts to fix the 
theological or financial question for a nation they have over- 
stepped their field of labor. Webster's definition of money 
was correct in his day ; but must his définition of money, 
like the pope’s theological bull, forever bar the road to 
progress? No, never. The right of humanity will assert 
itself in spite of dictionaries and popes’ edicte. Bo far Mr. 
T. has been dodging the arguments advanced. Will you 


saying what I have advanced is true, or proving them other- 
wise? If you will stick close to the subject, and meet my 
arguments rightly belonging to the first four numbers as 
marked out in my first; article, after we hav done with 
those, then, as before indicated, we will discuss the new 
monetary unit. So far I hav said but little about our 
national banking system. It is a fraud of such fascinating 
appearance, 80 innocent-looking on its face, claiming to. be 
‘sO essential to the well-being of our people, that the maskes 
fail to cee lurking beneath its bland exterior the deadly poi- 


permeate every neighborhood, laying its industries, its very 
lite and spirit, under tribute. This national banking system 
is a *' monster of so frightful mien, as to be hated needs put 
to be seen.” To be seen it must be understood. 

Now, dear reader, remember that money—a aieutating 
medium—is an absolute necessity ; it is the life-blood of the 
nation ; of our well-being as a people, as individuals. As 
nature did not provide man with money it became necessary 
as Civilization advanced to furnish it for himself. As barter 
was the primitive mode of exchange, so at the present time 


action except “value for value,” which simply means this : 
to force the people in their exchanges to a gold standard. 
Under various acts of Congress we. hav gold and} silvér 

coin, greenbacks, and national bank notes, as money. 
Though gold does not circulate as a medium among the peo- 
ple, neither does silver only to a limited extent. 

National bank notes form the great bulk of our currency. 
Now let us see upon what does the strength of the national 
bank currency rest. Without stopping to speak of the cor- 
rupting influences brought to bear upon Congress during 
the memorable years of ’62, '08, '64, and '65, I will simply 
state that'five or more men would take say $300,000 to 
Washington and exchange their money for $300,000 six per 
They then form a national bank, 
deposit their bonds, and receive for their bank $270,000 in 
national currency, They hav now let the government hav 
$30,000 in currency more than they received for banking 
purposes, and draw gold interest on $300,000, amounting to 
$18,000 a year, and exempt from taxation. 
was derived from the investment of the $30,000 loaned to 
the government, for they received back from the government 
the amount invested for the bonds less $30,000. When we 
take up and carefully scrutinize the various reports of the 
comptroller of the currency we find that the gains of the 
national banks hav been enormous. Oh the 1st of Septem: 
ber, 1873, there were in operation in the United States and 
territories, 1,955 national banks, whose capital amounted to 
$488,100,951. Surplus, $118,118,848. Net earnings for six 


months, $83,122,000. At same time their circulation 

amounted to $353,968,279. — 

Nominal capital of national banks, ...... T $488, 100,951 

Bank note circulation furnished by the gov- ^ 
ernment, without interest,............. $353,968;279 

Real capital, ............ccee ese e ee cece ees $134,182, 672 


Surplus earnings................ eee eee eee $118, 113,848 


Total real capital and surplus earnin gs. $252, 246,520 520 


From the above figures we find that Nike net earnings for 
the six months amounted to over 24 per cent, or nearly 50 
per cent a year. The above figures cannot be ‘controverted. 
Such earnings are out of all proportion to that of any indus- 
try in our land. These enormous profits operate as a tax 
on every kind of industry, aud more than anything else tend 
to bring about the periodical contraction: of ‘the currency, 
thus taking money out of the channels of trade and locking 
itup in the vaults of the banks. If the national banks 
can only succeed in destroying the greenback they will then 
have the exclusive control of the issuance of the currericy. 


‘volume of currency but the rate of interest thereon, as well 
Usurious rates of in- 
terest periodically produce inflation and contraction of .the 
currency, thus spreading financial destruction broadcast 
over a land where want and misery should never be seen. 
I do declare it wickedly careless—if not insane—for our peo- 
ple to allow a few men to usurp, through class legislation, 
the control of anything so essential to the well-being, so ab- 
solutely indispensable to the needs of civilization, as is. 
money. How long will it take the people to learn that mo- 
nopolies eyer operate for themselves ; ; never for the best 


This $18,000 |" 


good of the many. This national banking monopoly bribed 
their way into power; they hav never been willing to be 
governed by the will of the people. 


productive industry for all time'to come. I now declare 
is true, and not all the truth either ; 
in saying that this system is a fraud? ee ee £5 

I hav made it plain that the business cf the countiy cau 
not be done with coin of gold and silver aloñe, on account 
of the limited supply of those metals, and further“on ac- 
count of their being so easily hid away, and of the danger 
—in fact, certainty—of their being: exported, etc; that they | 
can not be an honest basis for paper promises to pay money. : 
I havy also shown, in part, wherein our past and present 
banking system is a fraud ; and to make the proof stronger 
I will now take up No. 4, which affirms usury to be'a fraud. 
And I must be permitted to say that of all the innocent, 
harmlesg-looking amusements practiced on this earth that 
devilish. Money is held to be so much property, in which 
hogs, cattle, iron, or any of the products of labor. ‘(Here 
now isa chance for friend "Truesdéll to join issue.), The 


highly honorable. It has become woven into the very warp 
and woof of our civilization, our religion, and, sad to say, our 
morals, Napoleon said, ‘‘I can conquer a nation but I can 
not change its literature." So when time, with all the force 


that time gathers, has established in the minds of the people: 


that a certain thing is right, it takes a long time to educate 
the minds of the masses out of the hoary-héaded error. 
People forget that money in its uses is wholly unlike any 
other property (I use the word “' property ” to represent the: 
common idea) ; money possesses, or should, the’ legal power 
to discharge debts, "The value of à dollar loses nothing by 
time or use ; in this sense, lay away $100 for ten years; at 
the end of that time you have $100. But pay ‘out this $100 
for a horse, and at the end of ten years the horse will not 
bring you $100 —the price of horses being the same. ' Time 
will wear out and déstroy everything but money—and I 
should hav added debt. And if it is Mr. T.’s kind of money, 
gold and silver, even it will wear out in time if you can 
get it to circulate enough, But the idea I wish to convey is 
that the interest. bearing dollar never wears out. 
suming fire thatis never quenched, but rolls on and OD, gath- 
ering new materials silently, unseen, unnoticed, üntil its.ac- 


try and man’s happiness alike to destruction. This has been 
done about every ten years during the history of our country 
from 1809.. Can Mr, Truesdell giv a sensible reason for 
those periodical revulsions in business only upon the theory |, 


advanced above ? If such a Condition of things are inherent 


in nature, and man can not help it, then I Bay that nature.is 
a fraud. But I do not believe itis inherent. Much has been 
said about the contraction of the currency, but I believe 


that usury is the real cause, and the Contraction of the cur- 


rency more of an effect, or a necessary result.of usury. 
Reader, take the time to examine this question and you will 


P Mundi CE VEO Apor on pronta derived by she money, Bennett, whom Comstock finally drove behind the bars of a 
» 


loaner and broker. It is from three to ten times greater 
than can be made by productive industry. Reader, let-me 
give you one little fact in history to show the enormous 
power of interest, as taken from that monument of. “truth 
and soberness,” Kellogg’ s New American Monetary System, 
“The assessed property of Massachusetts. in 1790 was 
$44,024,349, and in 1840 it had increased to. $299,880,338. 
The increase of wealth in the state the fifty years was $255,- 
855,989, The legal rate of interest was six per cent. Loan 
the $44,024,349 for fifty years at the above rate, interest ad- 
ded to the principal every six months, and we hav in in- 
terest $885,524,246 multiplied by $44,024,349 equals $929,- 
549,595. The actual increase of wealth in the state: during 
the fifty years was but $255,855,989. Add to this. the prin- 


cipal or property of the’state in 1790, viz., $44,024.349, and 


the entire wealth of the state in 1840 amounted to $299,880, 
888, or not one-third as much as the accumulation by inter- 
est on the same would hav been in fifty years at six per- 
cent per annum," ‘The people of Massachusetts increased 
their wealth in fifty years $255,855,989, by adding labor 
and skill to raw material and undeveloped resources. The 
country has been made so much the richer, but the man who 
accumulates by usury adds nothing to the world’s stock of 
wealth. He is the wolf of society, robbing industry of her 
just reward.” ‘Usury, the sùm of all villeinies, enables 
the few to liv in splendid luxury and ease upon the blood 
and muscle of the many. It creates castes, and builds up 
partition walls in society. It roots out democracy and es- 
tablishes aristocracy. Its whole tendency is monarchical ; 

the thrones of Europe, to-day, are simply cocoons of usury 


able worm is devouring the substance. of the American peo- 
ple. Its relentless fangs are upon every productive’ interest, 
and its teeth are mortgage- -clinched to every sod of Colum- 
bia’s soil. What reward for patriotic sacrifices | What 
gratitude for a government to encourage the robbery and 
spoliation of its heroic defenders! What stupidity for a 
people to be led, party-blind, to their own destruction! Usu- 
ry must be abolished, root and branch, or it will absorb the 
life, liberty, and property of the péople. It is industry's 
greatest foe, liberty's most imminent danger, civilization's 
greatest curse. Now, friend T., stick close’ to the text, 
Respectfully, H. H. Morrison, 
Charleston, Dec. 14, 1879. 


A BER makes 2,500,000 trips in. solle one pound. of 
honey, cog iur ed 


that the above arraignment- of the'hational banking system: 
then am I not justified 


of loaning money for interest is the most deceitful and 


: [From Truih.) 
The Postal Laws Perverted. 


We hav. said that the: Comstock postal laws ought to be 
repealed. Our reasons are, first, that Congress has no right 
to prohibit. any. kind of private correspondence through the 
mails or to create a postal. censorship over the press; second, 
: that. the laws are grossly perverted in their execution. The 
, first objection can only be obviated by- repeal; the second 
may be met by amendment. 
| It is hard to convince the public that a law should be 
abolished ifit is apparently a good law. The American 
people are not apt to look beyond the present. They abhor 
obscenity, therefore they approve all laws for its suppres- 
sion.. Tell them Congress has no authority to enact such 
‘laws, and they reply, ‘‘ What of that? The laws will help 
break up this vile business, won't they?” ‘Tell them such 
laws will gradually lead to similar ones for the suppression 
of Freethought, and they carelessly reply, ‘‘ Sufficient unto 
the day is the.evil thereof.” But while they cannot, or, in 
their carelessness, will not, appreciate the difference between 
a good , law, enacted by competent authority, and guarded 


This monopoly has an ` 
insatiate appetite for untaxed interest-bearing bonds, that `- 
will hang like a deadly incubus upon the'head and hands of 


it is just as right and proper to trade and speculate: ‘as it is in 


right to speculate in nioney has been sanctioned by the ages, 
by the state ; upheld by the church as not only right, but 


It is a con- 


cumulations become a mighty torrent sweeping, every indus- ` 


gathered from the siripped branches of industry. This insati- 


against abuse, and an apparently well intended and desira- 
ble law, enacted by incompetent authority and open to 
abuse, they can understand, and they will condemn, a per- 
yersion of these laws to eo m of free discussion, for 
the benefit of-religious bi 

The language of Counce: postal law, by authority of 
which most of his operations are conducted, is as follows, 
so far as it relates to publications other than advertisements: 

No obscene, lewd, or lascivious book, pamphlet, picture, 
paper, print, or other publication of an indecent character 

. .. Shall be carried in the mail; and any person who 
shall Knowingly deposit, or cause to be ‘deposited, for mail- 
ing or delivery of any of the hereinbefore-mentioned articlea 
orthings . . . shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and shall, for every offense, be fine not less than $100, nor 
more than $5,000, or imprisoned at hard labor not less than 
one year nor more than ten years, or both. 

Assuming for the time that Congress is empowered to 
control the mails, no law could appear more commendable 
or innocent than this. When it waa first enacted there was, 
and to some extent there still is, a class of books and pic- 
tures Clearly within the terms ‘‘ obscene, lewd, lascivious” 
and ‘‘of an indecent character." No fine-spun legal defini- 
tions of these adjectives would be necessary to make the 
dealers in that class of books and pictures amenable to this 
‘law. Al such publications are bought and sold in secret; 
and to be discovered in possession of them is to be dis- 
graced. It was to suppress these, to punish their publishers, 
and to exterminate the trade, that this law was passed, 

Now, how has it been abused? We hav already shown 
how it was perverted to the'oppression of Dr. Foote for 
belonging to another than the so-called regular school of 

medicine. In his case'he was condemned to pay a heavy 
‘fine ‘because his clerk mailed’a ‘physiological work of his 
authorship—a book which did not contain à single lewd 
expression or sentiment, and which was honestly intended 
to benefit those -who sought his professional advice. Dr. 
Foote could never hav been convicted but for the sweeping 
definition of the word “ obscene,” by which Judge Benedict 
dragged the jury to a verdict, 

We now propose to direct attention to the case of D. M, 


prison upon pretense that he had violated these laws, 
whereas, in fact, he was only guilty of questioning Com- 
stock’s religious creed, 

D. M. Bennett was a publisher, doing business on Eighth 
street, opposite the Mercantile Library. He was also the 
editor of a weekly paper called TRE TRUTH BEEKER, which, 
though certainly not a champion of orthodox piety, was 
clean in every respect. Most of his publications had an 
Infidel tendency; he was, therefore, Comstock’s natural 
prey. It: was to ruin such men that Comstock laid his 
plans.. The occasional conviction of a dealer in vile stuff— 
one for whom the law was really intended by Congress—is 
mere routine work with Comstock; but to. destroy Infidel 
publishers, to suppress Infidel prints, and to shackle Infidel 
thought, is the principal, though covert, design of his so- 
called Society for the Suppression of Vice; and to effect this 
design is the work and aim of Comstock's life, ** Obscen- 
ity,” *' indecency,” ‘lewdness "—these are trivial subjects, 
‘Infidelity must be stamped out; and this Society is organized 
to stamp it out. And laws against obscenity wil] answer 
the purpose as well as any other so long as there is:a pious 
judge like Benedict to define obscenity. When even the 
sweep of Benedict’s net cannot reach the higher order of 
Infidel thought and discussion, the law will hav become so 
fixed in our Federal jurisprudence that a gradual advance 
—one step at a time—will soon drive from the mails every 
literary enemy of orthodox religion, This is the real policy 
of the Society, and it has often been discussed in more than 
one secret meeting among the more active and aggressive 
members, at which Comstock:himself has been present. 

Comstock accordingly visited Bennett’s publishing house, 
and found there two pamphlets which he thought might be 
brought within the obscenity laws; one was entitled,.*' An 
Open Letter to Jesus Christ,” and the other, ‘How do 
Marsupials Propagate their Kind? The first was graced 
with a title which would naturally shock a tender religious 
sentiment nourished in the orthodox Christian school; but 
the letter itself was a vigorous inquiry into the evidences 
of the divinity of Jesus, The other, though it did not refer 
specially to, or illustrate its arguments by, the Old Original 
Bartlett of the. Sun, was an honest discussion of a. legiti- 
mate subject. 

That Comstock knew these books were not haceis is 
evident, Had they been, Bennett's mere possession would 
hav Convicted him of crime in a state court; but the 
state. courts do not countenance Judge Benedict’s: ‘sweep: 
pet definition of obscenity, and. therefore Comstock pre, 


-The Tritt Seeker, January 3, 1880. 


pared himself to get Bennett into Judge Benedict's court. 
Comstock knew that in the opinion of religionists Infidel 
publications hav a tendency to deprave and corrupt morals, 
and from inward personal experience he knew that the dis- 
cussion of some questions in natural history would hav a 
tendency to excite lustful thoughts in the minds of -those 
open to such influences and into whose hands such pu blica- 
tions might fall. He also knew that Judge Benedict would 
. Charge & jury that books with such tendencies were obscene, 
` He therefore felt sure of his;game when Bennett mailed to 
Balaclous Bender, alias Anthony Comstock, at Squan Vil- 
lage, New Jersey, a copy of each of the pamphlets named. 
` A few days after, Comstock arrested Bennett, and con- 
fiscated all the. '* Open Letters " and '' Marsupial " tracts in 
his store, 
. Let the public remember that Bennett was not a dealer 
'in vile literature ; that he claimed these pamplets were 
morally inoffensive, and proper publications ; that he had 
not been tried, nor had the pamphlets ever been adjudged’ 
to be unlawful by any one but Anthony Comstock ; that 
‘they were property as much entitled to protection from 
seizure and confiscation as. any other property ; and that D. 
M, Bennett was, before the law, at that time, a guiltless 
man, and then let it be explained whether he was treated 
as a citizen of a republic or a subject of despotism. 

This outrage was brought to the attention of Bob Inger- 
soll; and; after examining the pamphlets, he went before 
the postmaster-general, and asked if it was the intention of 

.Xhe department to permit criminal prosecutions.for mailing 
such publications, . Comstock was even then growing 
strong in this department, and he exerted himself to prevent 
unfavorable official action upon his pet project. The post- 
master general would hav given his influence to Comstock 
had not Bob Ingersoll threatened to defend Bennett before 
the courts and the country, if Comstock waa not checked in 
this particular kind of persecution. Key was not anxious to 
rouse Bob to the point of war paint-and tomahawk, and even 
the youthful Christians of New York subsided perceptibly at 
the prospects of an overhauling by the Infidel orator. Still 
the matter gave rise to considerable discussion in officia] 
circles at Washington, which was finally terminated by 
the emphatic orders of the attorney-general to his New York 
subordinate to discontinue proceedings against Bennett. 

In fact Attorney-General Devensis the only federal officer 
‘with whom: Comstock has official relations that dares be in- 

' dependent. Xp. A 2 
“=Bennett was accordingly discharged, but there was a re. 

. lentless foe of his loose in the world, who soon reaped 
revenge for the disappointment he suffered in this first at- 
tempt. i 

Mr. Thomson to Col. Ingersoll. 


BROTHER INGERSOLL: You are not wholly a stranger to 
me. I once had the pleasure of hearing you lecture, and 
hav read some of your works, You hav called out this 
communication by the following beautiful sentence: ‘‘In 

_the night of death hope sees a star, and. listening love can 
hear the rustling of a wing.” Are not those mental emo- 
- tions nature’s cords connecting us with a higher life? Are 
not these conceptions, these aspirations and yearnings for a 
higher, holier life, nature’s product in the human mind? 
Hav they no sequence? Is this the end? There was no 
beginning ; there cau be no end; but rather, Are they not 
our natural relations with that higher life? Scientists say 
that all phenomena are the result of matter and force, classed 
by natural Jaw, Hav not the co-existent laws of demand 
and supply a natural relation as perpetual as gravitation or 
evolution ? Then how can we conclude that this menta! 
embryo of immortality, tbat has taken nature cycles of time 
to produce, is but an abortion of earth t'besides, I am not 
wholly the child of earth; the earth is my mother, the sun 
ig my father. With his potential arms of light and heat he 
‘embraces Mother Earth, and impregnates her with all her 
phenomena of organism. ‘On her lap, with outstretched 
arms, I yearn for a more intimate acquaintance with ‘my 
father. My weaning time shall soon come. When I slide 
from: the lap of Mother, may I not go out into the great 
world cf worlds, visit my father, and acquire an intellectual 
*. fortune amid à universe of knowledge? Thisis my demand. ; 
' this is the demand of earth. I hav but a taste of the joys of 
knowledge.  Irequire a full meal. I hav.a right to ask, 
My credentials are the universal laws of demand and supply. 
Evolution! excelsior! We may not be able to understand 
: the exact workings of evolution in all its details until we 
are promoted to the higher school over there, It may then 
be our field-glass through which we can see our past tracks, 
and by following them up establish our identity and com- 
prehend our moorings and future bearings in the onward 
flow of time. Reason may be our star of hope, but knowl- 
` edge alone can open to us the consciousness of immortality, 
But one world at a time. Our present duty is here. Our 
people are impoverished and hungering for kuowledge. I 
will propose for consideration the following seeming tru- 
isms : That social poverty is the twin sister of ignorance and 
evil ; that prosperity is the ‘pesis}of mental and moral im- 
provement ; that the individual has an inherent right to life, 
‘liberty, and the fruits of his own labor; all wealth is the 
product of labor ; that all honest money is the true and 
legal representative of labor by national agreement; that 
United States money is the creation of national law; that in 
the composition. of money wisdom requires convenience 
and durability, with the least intrinsic value ; that to select 
a labor product for the composition of money, thereby rais- 
. ing its price above its real worth, is a national act of ipjus- 
tice to labor. I am a worshiper of truth; show me my 
errors and I willdrop them. Truth always givs one some- 
. thing better. With brotherly love, I am . 
: à Yours, 


J. 8, THOMSON, 
Qamptown, Pa., Dec. 14, 1879. - 


great question now pending hangs over our nation like a 
huge cloud charged with all tbe powers of destruction 
ready to begin its work of desolation at & touch, : 


theocracy ? Shall we acknowledge the supremacy of man ? 
or God? Shall we be governed by the good judgment and 
progressive tendency of scientific people, or the trembling 
fears of superstition and the furious vengeance of a super- 


A Republie dr a Theocracy? 


To Mr FELLOwW-OITIZENS OF tHE UNITED STATES : This 


Shall this government remain a republic ? or become a 


natural being ? Shall we breathe the air óf the living 

present ? or.of the dead past ? or of an unknown future ? 
An organization known asthe National Reform Associs- 

tion devotes itself wholly to the cause of theocracy. The 


‘second article of its constitution reads as follows : 


- The object of this Society shall be to maintain: existing 
Christian features in the American government, and. to 
secure such an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States as will indicate that this is a Christian nation, and 


place all the Christian laws, institutions, and. usages of our 


government on am undeniable legal basis in the fundamental 
law of the land. 


Let it be understood that this is a government by the peo- 
ple, and for the people, for the Atheist as well as for the 
Christian ; that its glory consists, or ought to consist, in deal- 


ing equally and justly. with all, irrespective of color or 
Yet the 
above-named association would take from the American 
people the sacred rights to rule themselves and place it in 
the hands of Jesus: Christ, a god who died and turned to 
dust eighteen hündred years ago. It would make. such 
amendments to the Constitution of the United States às 
would indicate that this is & Christian nation. It would 
| bring God into the Constitution, and would forever unite 
It would disfranchlse all who do not 
possess that precious jewel of fear and ignorance called 
faith. It would make faith in Jesus a requisite to eligibil- 
ity. It would introduce into our public schools King James' 


creed, and that it should always remain such. 


church and state. 


version of the Bible, and call it ** God's letter to man." 


from five reasons which Iwill briefly notice, 
I. From its adaptation to the human heart, 


human heart." 


time without food. 
iL From its perfect oneness. 


they made a perfect unit.” 


consistency ? 


for oneness ? ` 


oneness? Is this perfect oneness ? 


scriptures do not need vindicating. They are holy, just, 
and good.” ` Í 


itself: thou shalt giv it unto the stranger that is in thy 
gates, that he may eatit; or thou mayest sell it unto an 
alicn: for thou art an, holy people unto the Lord thy God. 
Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother's milk, 

Is this purity? Does this need to be vindicated? If not, 
what about Gen. xxxviii? 

IV. From the fulfilment of prophecy. ‘The Bible is 
yerily Goč’s word. These holy men of old spake ss they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost." 

. Jer. v, 87: The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests 
bear rule by their means; and my people love to hav it so: 
and what will ye doin the end? ` 

Jer. vi, 18: For from the least of them even unto the 
greatest of them every one is given to covetousness; and 
from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth 
falsely. TAE 

If these statements of the Bible be true, and prophecy has 
been fulülled, then has falsehood been fulfilled, If false- 
hood has not been fulfilled, then are these statements not 
true, or prophecy has not been fulfilled. i 
Y. From its fruits. '*We instinctively trust à man who 
believes in, and studies, and practices the Bible." 

"What Bible? King James's Bible, containing sixty-six 


England priests? The Roman Catholic Bible, containing 


Revelations? Perhaps the Jewish Bible, which, according to 


A correspondent of the Christian Statesman says: “That the 
Bible is worthy of being accepted by all as the word of God 
and the only infallible rule of faith and manners, appears " 


“ Food is 
adapted to the stomach and the stomach to food. So the 
human heart is adapted to the Bible and the Bible to the 


I deny that the Bible is adapted to the human heart as 
food is to the stomach, If it was, human beings could not 
liv without the Bible any more than they could without 
food, That many hav lived long and happily without the 
Bible can not be denied. But no one can liv any length of 


‘The Bible was written 
by forty-two. different men, writing in different styles, in 
different places, in different languages, and in different gen- 
erations. And yet, when their writings weré put together 


9 Sam, vi, 28, says: Michal, the daughter of Saul, had 
no child unto the day,of her death, 2d Sam, xxi, 8, speaks 
of the five sons of Michal, the daughter of Saul, Is this 


2 Sam, xxiv, 9: And Joab gave up the sum of the num- 
ber of the people unto the king (David), and there were in 
Israel eight hundred thousand. valiant men that drew the 
sword ;. and the men of. Judah five hundred thousand men. 
1 Chron. xxi, 5: And Joab gave the sum of the number of 
the people unto David, And all they of Israel were a thou- 
sand thousand and a hundred thousand (1,100,000) men that 
.drew sword ; and Judah was four hundred three score and 
ten thousand (470,000) men that drew sword. How is this 


. Matt, xxvii, 5: And he (Judas) cast down the pieces of 
silver in the temple and departed, and went and hanged 
himself. Acísi, 18: And falling headlong he (Judas) burst 
asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out, Is this 


Ili. From its majesty and purity. ‘The purity of the 


Deut. : xiv, 21: Ye shall not eat of anything that dieth of 


books, which was translated by forty-seven Church-of 
seventy-six books? Luthers Bible, which does not contain 


Josephus, contains twenty-two books? But it matters not 
which; the works and fruits of one are ag bloody as those 


of the rest. Each sanctions almost every species of crime. 
Each is productive of slavery, misery, and woe. 
inaugurated revolution and bloodshed, If this were not the 
case, religious zeslots would not be so anxious to hay it 
based on an undeniable legal basis in the fundamental law 
of the land. If they were not aware that their God is slowly 
tottering down to nothing, they would not think of estab- 
lishing.him by law. . ; DA 


Each has 


Each man's God, if he has any, is his own private property $ 


and we, as American citizens, as a liberty-loving people, 
as men and women, hav no moral right to use physical force 


or the shackles of the law, in depriving any one of his God, 


in putting up another, or in dictating as to his bounden 
duty to that God, As soon as we acknowledge any God in 


our Constitution, national reform will begin; but it will be 
reform back toward the dark ages. This government will 
then be a theocracy, and the rights of man will be no longer 
respected. But may such never happen, May our govern. 
ment remain, and, if possible, be made more secular ; may 
Church and state remain forever separate institutions ; may 
the five points of Calvanism never be a legal requisite for 
holding offices of trust ; may the people rule supreme, and 
the Bible be kept from our public schools ; may our republic 
forever remain & government for the people and by the 
people. l W. M. SCHUWERK. 
eoo 


An Open Letter to Sara A. Underwood, 


I received a sample copy of the Zndev containing a marked 
letter written by Sara A, Underwood, of Thorndike, Mass, , 
claiming the Bible is not obscene, etc., and condemning 
** Cupid's Yokes” for its obscenity. I hav never seen nor 
read ‘‘ Cupid’s Yokes,” and cannot say as to the truth of 
the charges against it ; I leave this for those to judge who 
hav read it ; but the Bible I hav read, and I find in it. many 
passages that are too filthy and disgusting to be read in any 
society, and cannot see how they could be called by any 
other name than obscenity. I think if you had read the 
Bible with a clearer perception and unprejudiced mind you 
could not help but see that it contains such passages. I will 
only refer you to a few of them, ‘You certainly will pardon 
me for my audacity, as it is the “Sacred Scriptures” that I 
am referring to: Ezekiel iv; 2 Samuel xvi, 22; Genesis 
xxxviii, 9; Job xi, 17; 2 Kings xviii; Isaiah xxvi, 18; 
Deuteronomy xxv, 1; Judges lii; Leviticus xv, 10. 

The polygamists and free-lusters of the day are ever ready 
to giv an excuse for their libertinism by referring to these 
so-called ‘‘ sacred” pages ; snd in these you claim ‘there 
are no impure hints to fire the imagination and unguided 
passions of youth.” I will refer you to the polygamy and 
Freelovism of Abraham, Jacob, Solomon, and to the com- 
mand of God to David and Hosea regarding their concu- 
bines and the thirty-two thousand, young maidens who were 
distributed among the Israelitish army to suffer a-fate worse 
by far than death —to become the wives and concubines of 
those who had slaughtered their fathers, mothers, sisters, 
and brothers, made by the express command of God: **As 
the Lord spake unto Moses saying, Kill every male among 
ihe little ones, and kill every woman that hath known man 
by lying with him, but all the women-children keep alive 
for yourselves.” (Num. xxxi) ,You may say that these 
are only a record of facts of an uncultured race of peoplo; 
nevertheless hav they mot had their influences, and will they 
not hav, for evil, a8 long as people believe that such passages 
are of "divine authority ?" Isit not plain that they teach 
obscenity, polygamy, and Freelovism ? You say you would 
put into the hands of youth a thousand Bibles rather than 
one copy of ''Cupid's Yokes," as far as obscenity and 
morality are concerned, and that you never dreamed that 
the Bible was obscene until you read it in scurrilous 
writings, misnamed *'Liberal" You profess to be a 
Liberal, and censure others for upholding the purity of 
** Cupid's Yokes ” and condemning the Bible for obscenity, 
We do not wish to uphold either, for this reason: True 
Liberalism is not founded on the Bible nor **Cupid's 
Yokes,” but upon common sense. What you are condemn- 
ing others for, the same guilt is applicable to yourself. If 
you are not whitewashing ‘‘ Cupid’s Yokes” you are the 
Bible (like many of our professed Christians, who hav as 
yet learned to sce but one side of a question), I am with 
you, Mrs, Underwood, when you say ‘‘ Liberalism needs no 
such false props ;” nor can it succeed without sifting the 
chaff from the wheat. And the sooner this is done the 
better ; we hav already too many orthodox and Catholic 
Liberals in our ranks professing to be what thcy are not. 
We can very readily spare a fcw of them by placing them 
where they belong; then and not till then will the cause of 
true Liberalism prosper. Those who wish to harmonize 
error With truth, and vice with virtue, had better go back to 
the church from whence they came, and preach Jesus and 
him crucified, You seem to regret that such "silly flings” 
were thrown against the Bible at the Cincinnati Liberal 
Convention, which ‘‘ seem to place it on the same footing 
with ‘ Cupid's Yokes,'" etc. True Liberalism teaches that 
obscenity is no better in one book than another, aud should 
be as much abhorred in the Bible as ''Cupid's Yokes,” or 
wherever it may really exist; and herein is where the 
trouble lies. The Pharisee was thankful that he was not as 
other men, So itis with many that profess Liberalism. 
They claim, in substance, ‘‘l am better than thou.” The 
pure motives of the heart are what coastitute true greatness; 
and wisdom, which should be the governing power, detects 
error wherever error lies, and adheres to truth wherever 


found, Mns. SALLY A. WINSBHIF. 
Winchester, Ind., Dec, 18, 1879, 


W. F, JAMIESON is taking a vacation over the holidays at 
his home in Lake City, Minn. He will lecture at Maiden 
Rock, Wis., January 5th, 6:h, 7th, 8th, and 9th ; at River 
Falls, Wis., January 13th, 14:h, 15th, 16th, 17th. He had 
calls for lectures from Michigan. Address Lake City, Minn, 
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Letters from Friends. 


Pato, ILL., Dec. 25, 1879. 


ÉprroR or Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Inclosed you 


Will find post-office order for forty dollars, which you may 
apply as follows: Twenty-five dollars as my contribution to 
sustain Tne TRUTH SEEKER during friend Bennett’s 
imprisonment, and the balance for subscription to THE 
TRUTH ÑEEKER for 1880 and the list of books you find in- 
closed, 

To say [ hav been mad all summer expresses but & 
small part of what my feelings hav been in relation to 
Bennett's imprisonment. I consider it the most dastardly 
outrage that has been committed in a long time. It only 
shows what theology would do if it had the power. They 
will miss their mark in one thing: they will not break down 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER, which was their real object. I like it 
better every number. I traveled considerably on the 
Pacific Coast last summer, and know there is no Free- 
thought journal that has half so many friends among the 
Liberals as it has. 

I could not stand the Index any longer, and hav ordered 
it stopped the 1:t of January. Abbot, as a writer, I admire. 
"When he writes on theology I think he has no superior, 
and I am indebted more to him for my views on that subject 
than any other man. But I cannot stand his insane jealousy’ 
of your paper; there is nothing else the matter with him. 
Tm sure Mr. Wright told him the truth when he said, ‘If 
the Index went down he would hav no one to blame but 
himself,” 

I like Mr. Palmer's articles on the “ Religion of Human- 
ity" very much; they are just the thing at this time. 

Never fear but that Taz TRUTH BEEKER wil be sus- 
tained; it is gaining friends every day, and this last attack 
of Bundy and Abbot has made it more friends than ever. 

Iam fifty-three years of age, and cast my first vote for 
Martin Van Buren on the Free-8oil ticket in 1848, and hav 
voted the Republican ticket ever since, even up to Hayes, 
which I am sincerely sorry for. Talk of the ‘‘ back-bone ” 
of that man, he has not got any, or he would not hav 
allowed a few ministers to bulldoze him out of pardoning 
Bennett after two hundred thousand citizens had petitioned 
for his release, and knowing, as he must hav known, that he 
was imprisoned wrongfully. The Republican party gets no 
more votes from me. 

Hoping Mr. Bennett may be released soon, I remain yours 
for the truth, let it be what it may, Rurfus PERKINS. 


Nonru BENNINGTON, Vr., Dec. 10, 1879. 

Eprtron TRUTH SEEKER: You will find inclosed five dol- 
Jars, for which please send me one copy of the '' Holy 
Bible Abridged,” one copy of “ Behind the Bars,” and one 
copy of Kersey Graves’ Sixteen Saviors or None," aud 
the remainder appropriate to the fund that is being contrib- 
uted for the benefit of D. M. Bennett, 

Abbot, Bundy, and their co-workers claim that very many 
of Mr. Bennett’s sympathizers are acting under a delusion 
in bestowing their benefits upon him, and will regret having 
done 80 after they hav fully understood his abandoned pri- 
vate character and tie evil influence he exerts upon Chris- 
tian society as the publisher and editor of Tus TRUTH 
SEEKER. But I act understandingly when I express my 
sympathy for Mr. Bannett and my disregard for his perry. 
cutors. 

Mr. Abbot, on account of his disappointed amb’tion in 
not continuing to be president of the Nation, Liberal 
League, reminds me of a young man whom } once knew, 
who at a certain time met a Clergyman at an orthodox 
conference meeting. The clergyman represented to the 
young man his danger while living under the curse of origi- 

, nal sin, and advised him to come to Jesus for salvation ; to 
which the young man replied that he would rather be 
a king in hell than an underling in heaven. And I believe 
Mr, Abbot prefera to be a king over the eight Liberal 
Leagues of America than to hold a minor office-in connec- 
tion with the one hundred and fifty National Liberal 
Leagues. 

I know Col. Bundy through the R.-P. Journal, of which 
he is editor and publisher, and know him to be a renegade 
Spiritualist—if he ever was a Spiritualist. Not being con- 
tent with using his best efforts te viy and blacken the rep- 
utations of the most worthy and reliable spirit mediums in 
existence he has joined hands with Mr. Abbot in his cru- 
sade against Mr. Bennett and others of the worthy Liberals 
who compose the National Liberal League. Thus much 
for Abbot and Bundy; and I advise their co-workers to 
profit by the mistake or misfortune of Mr. Bennett, and not 
place their affections too strongly upon innocent and con- 
fiding young girls of thirty five years of age. 

Iam a Spiritualist, and consequently my views in a spirit- 
wal direction do not harmonize with the Materialistic pro- 
fessions of Mr. Bennett, but I freely concede to Mr. Bennett 
the same right to promulgate his honest opinions—howeyer 
much they may differ from mine-—that I claim for myself. 

Mr. Bennett has largely exposed the fallacies entertained 
by the orthodox Christian church, and ita desire to obtain 
supreme control of the social, religious, and political condi- 
tions of our whole country. And this church, through its 
machinery, composed of a small clique of disaffected Spir- 
itualists, the Liberal League of America, the Young Men's 
Chrictian Association, represented by Anthony Comstock 
and a bigoted, prejudiced court and jury, has succeeded in 
jncarcerating Mr. Bennett in the Albany Penitentiary ; aud 
lam waiting very impatiently for nis rélease iom prison, 
in order that he may hav an opportunity io, meet the charges 
that are being brought against yim by his avowed enemies, 

Harvey Hows, 
FroRENCE, Iowa, Dec. 24, 1879. 

"fug Terura SEEKER cf December 20th is a giand num- 
ber. The articles of Elizur Wright, W. F. Jamieson, Dr. 
Bentley, T. C. Leland, and the letters of Messrs. Benvett, 
Campfield, Green, Goddard, and others are all admirable. 
‘The Lady Doth Protest too Much " has some capital hits. 
The way the pape: is now being conducted there is no dan; 
ger of its losing popularity as compared with its envious 
and pigmy rivals, Every true Liberal, as he thinks of 
where D. M. Bennett is and who placed him there, will re- 
double his labors in the cause of Freethought and Secular- 


iem, E. C. WALKER, 


“She 


ET DANVILLE, Wis., Dec. 25, 1879. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKE*: For the inclosed three dollars 
please renew my subscripdon for another year. Tam an 
earnest searcher after truth, and I know of no surer.place to 
find it than in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Although I like the 


Truth- Seeker, Tamary 3, 1880. 


ROSA AEE ETS 


paper now published. J, too, received a sample copy of the 
| Indez filled with abuse of Bennett and Rawson, either one: 
i of which I believe to be a much better man than the ''cul- 
‘tured consensus," and Bundy should not be mentioned in: 
the same letter with either of them. 


present management of the paper well, still I will gladly | Tell Bro. Bennett we love him heiter than ever since his 
cast my vote for D. M. Bennett to be editor-in-chief of Tum i last letter. There has been so mr ch denying of facts by the 


TRUTH SEEKER, also for him to be vice-president of the: 


United States, with Col. R. G. Ingersoll for president, in 
1884—provided it can’t be done sooner. — 

J think every Libers] ought to follow Mrs. Bennett’s 
praiseworthy example and pardon the truly honest old mana | 


clergy lately that it seems refyeshing to hav our Libera’, 
brother ‘acknowledge the corn,” and he did it in suth 
ood style we all know it "s true. What letter that wa sI 
t Abbot and Bundy rea, it I guess they felt as though tb ey 
had “let a bird go.” 


for his acknowledged misstep, the only one he ever made 
in his whole life, and, in my opinion, a very trifling one at 
that. Yours for fairness, J. W. HARTLEY. 


Pants, ILL., Dec. 25, 1879. 
` Mks. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Madam: Inclosed find P. O. 
order for $10.25, $7.25 ot it to apply to remittance for Jan. 
1, 1880, aud three dollars for one copy of ‘‘ Analysis of Re- 
ligious. Belief,” by Viscount Amberley. Please send the 
book at the earliest possible time, as I order it for a friend 
that wants to make a present of it. 

Wishing you a merry Christmas and a happy New Year, | 
and regretting that your husband is not at liberty to enjoy ; 
it, and hoping that the time will come when it will not be 
possible to cast a man into prison for sending a book 
through the mail that is sold openly on the streets of our 
large cities, I am Respectfully, W. H. GEOBEGAN. 


CovpERsPort, PA., Dec. 10, 1879. 
Eprrog or Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Iunclosed 
find P. O. order for three dollars, which you will please 
place to my credit on THE TRUTH SEEKER. I commenced 
taking your paper as a trial subscriber, and my time having 
run out some time ago I am glad you continued to send. Í 
neglected to send my subscription before, not because T. did 
not like the paper, but through pressure of business. 41 like 
the idea of one thousand of Mr. Bennett's. friends sending 
him ten dollars when he is liberated. ‘You can count me in 
as suggested by Grace L. Parkhurst. Ithink she struck the 
key note in last week's TRUTH SEEKER, and hope that wher 
Mr. Bennett regains his liberty his paper will hav the largest 
circulation of any paper in America. I cireulate it around 

this town, and hope to obtain a few subseribers soon. . 
Respectfully, W., W. DUNHAM. 


; CAMARGO, ILL., Dec. 15, 1879. 
D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: Inclosed please tind draft} 
for seven dollars to be used as directed. I don’t want Tum 
TRUTH SEEKER to die under any consideration. I sincerely 
symp:thize with you in your present condition. I `g 
enough to hav the Christian church harass you, to say 7, oth. 
ing about Abbot, Bundy, and Underwood, preter ded or 
conditional Liberals, bounding you as they hav. 
one thing the Liberals hav not realized as yet an 
that the Grant and fraud party is not the Rr publican party 
which was captured in 1868 by the ‘church and great 
moneyed monopolies, the former fura” shing the pretended 


moral influence, and the latter the Y" oney and votes. The 
national banks are clamoring for the wiping out of the 
legal tenders, and substituting »” tional bonds for the same. 
The two frauds, Hayes and S^ orman, in their public docu- 
menis hav recommenéed it, "put finding they were a little 
too fast they hav been cÓ'mpellod to call a temporary halt 
until after the next election, Should they succeed, then 
farewell legs} tender. J.nthony Comstock will commence 
throwing out of the mails all Liberal publications, classing 
them as obsecne, T%on’t think this is imaginary, for the 
evidence J^ staring "us in the face. One of our brightest 
Liber»! lights says he has no faith in the Democratic party, 
* ought to know if he has been there, as Í hav not. Bvt [ 
noticed in 1872 when the effort was made to unite church 
and state that every Republican voted for it, and every 
Democrat voted against it. I know that every Democrat 
within my reach would sign a petition for the repeal of the 
Comstock laws, and no Republicans would except avowed 
Liberals. I hav had experience in this matter. Hoping 

that liberty may liv, I remain, : 
Fraternally yours, W. H. PEARCE. 


recy 


PRATT, ILL., Dec. 10, 1879, 

Mr. Eprror : Inclosed please find three dollars to be 
credited on my subscription, Mr. Bennett wishes an 
expression as to whether he shall resign as editor of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER Or not. lemphatically say no, never, and 
no ' hardly ever" aboutit., I received a copy of the .R..P. 
Journal and the Index, containing the howl over Mr. Ben. 
nett’s letters, and I cannot find words to express the utter 
contempt I felt for such a mean, contemptible, and cows” djy 
attack upon one who was in prison, with no ch?;oce to 
defend himself, and what makes it all the more Contempti- 
ble is its coming from those who pretend to be f, 
the Liberal cause. 


editors of either of those papers hav a particle of honesty in | honored that I 


this matter. 


the only righteous persons who cour, 
and Gomorrah. They might make it 
where Lot’s daughters got their w, 


in their drunken frolic still retain their rich 
these things can be done, in then risht 
ness, 1t seems to me that 


enced girl of the tender 
I come to think of it, 
was thirty-five, 


pois. 

_ It seems to me as though if every 
lice would do his duty the R. 
would not hav a subscriber left. 


lover of right and jus- 
-P. Journal and Indeg 


that no one else could see them. 

hav read the facts concerning your tri+] and eonviction 
and I must say that if ever there was any rascality perpe- 
trated by law your case was one, I got some signatures to 
the petition for your release, but think it was wrong, as I 
believe we should only hav signed ademand. I always 
voted the Republican ticket until last year, but a 
good-bye forever, J belong to the Greenback-Labor party, 
ang 1 think the Liberals might util'ze this party as they are 
mostly Liberals. James M, PRAET 


WHEATLAND, Iowa, Dec. 10, 1879. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Send TRUTH SEEKER to a 
irial subscriber for three months, 


| 


age of thirty-five, Good Lord! when | truth, and exposing frauds of all kinds. 
my wife had ten children when she | issues coming up, 
Perhaps in the city of New York it takes | the task and feariess in the 
longes to get past the age of innocence than it does in Illi- | by signing myself 


‘ I read the copies sent m 
wherein were published your letters, then burnt them up uo "s 


now I say | tp 


E We must tr d in- 
crease the circulation of TEE TRUTH SEEKER, the beat sep ok Pas Tarte Paitai, 


lam anxious for his time to expire, so he can asain 
occupy his chair; anc then if he does not make it red .-hot 
for sopaebody, I 5h97] lose my guess; and, in fact, I t hink 
Eugene Macdonal?, makes it decidedly lively for the slan- 
derers. Truly, -JzBowE DUTT oN. 


SNOWVILLE, VA. 

Daak Bro. Bennett: I do not know that I can. begin 
the new year with any better or more useful work than that 
of helping to hold up the hands of one of the most effective, 
industrious, and indefatigable laborers in the field. of uni- 
versal men tal liberty ; one who has done more to ewlighten 
the people. in regard to the old time-worn superstition of the 
ages, and the tyrannical deeds of the-Christian church, than 
any other man living. One who, though behind tke prison 
bars, wsjustly confined through priestly power and influence, 
is still writing, printing, and publishing books, tracts, and. 
paper.s with almost lightning rapidity and speaking bold, 


| brav.e, fearless words that reach the hearts of thousands and 


hu adreds of thousands, teaching them fact instead of fiction, 
truth instead of falsehood, and honesty and frankness 
‘matead of fraud, hypocrisy, and duplicity, 

I send thee as a token of my appreciation of thy labr rg 
one dollar for two three months’ subscribers, and one @ jjjar 
as a New Years’ gift, only devoutly wishing I had the’ power 
as I hav the will to multiply it by tens of thousands: Dut as 
this is impossib'e I hope as many as ean of the frir ads and 
readers wi l supplement the amount, ap% thus sho” s by deeds 
the sympathy.and good will that hs% been se fre’ ely given in 
words. E 

Be brave, tri A 

Whatever troubl^s i11 love 
Learn wisdom from the tiny f ower g 
Aud patience fromthe spar cow, | 


Yes. toll and trust with all t 
And 80 shall hope resple 
With all her sweet, suppo: 

Be ever thy attendant, 
— Dr, Henrietta L. Buckner, 


E" MINA DRAKE SLENKER. 


Ay Y ight, 
aderir, 
ting power, 


ALLU anor:, Onro, Dec. 17, 1879. 
Eprror TRUTH SEEKER, De ar Sir: | hope you may con- 
inue Tak TRUTH SEEKER in fpe future as you hav so 
bravely done in the past. I doy ot wish to interfere in the 
private business of any OP e, I think more of Bennett to- 
i day than ever. His acEr owledg ment to the correspondence 
that is troubling Bund g ana AF bot to such an extent shows 
the greatest mark of honesty that lever heard of. Juliet 
H. Severance h*,« spoken ray mind better-in your last issue 
then I can *D'ak it myself. ` I think the dressing she has 
given Pee'jes just the shin/z for him. I think it would be. 
well for ‘nim to enter so! xe "Methodist conference, where he 
can do justice to his J esu!; and not humbug Spiritualists 
and Libers!s any longer . 
. How is it that Bund y knows so well what kind of a man 
it takes to make a lib: ting ? Does he speak from experi- 
€D^e ? or is he just go od at guessing ? 
With the assurance of my support and sympathy, I am 
Y ours truly, CARRIE E, SMITH, 
. New Q'anEANS, La., Dec. 7, 1879. 
MR. EDITOR: Ir ead the defen e of Mr. Bennett in Tug 
TRUTH SEEKER of the 22d, agains; his base calumniators. 
lt is a raasterpiec ;e of dignity and ma “liness, and is what I 
call a Christian c onfession, and I do not , dink there is a man 
in the United $ tates who would make gu; tH a confession 
against himself. Beg Mr, Bennett to contin ue bis paper + 
otherwise it will he a triumph for his enemi, ® for this is 
what they would destroy—his paper. With gre “at respect, i 
remain “Yours truly, TxREsA TAYLOR, 


j 


- READING, Pa, i 1879. 
Mz. D. M. BzaxNETT, My Dear Friend: lus M doubt 
but that you are receiving more letters than you can po *91Dly 
read, but I cannot forbear saying a few more words to JO 
in this your hour of greatest triumph ; I say greatest triu Y sph 
because I am fully persuaded that your last grand lett r 
the grandest of all the grand letters you hav ever writ! em” 
no cant, no sniveling hypocrisy, no disposition to evad e, I 


© friendly to | sat down and read it through without stoppin I co» ;sider- 
I do not nor cannot be"jeve that the | it the manliest, bravest document I ever ier" a 


I feel iyself- 
can cal a man my friend who could write’ 


Why do they not go over t^, the orthodox side | such a letter. Hav no fear, my dear sir, th. i i 
where they belong? There they might, extol the merits of | public will desert you. I do fully belleve pit. poe 

be found in Sodom | make friends from the efforts of 
it a study to find out | Às you know, I hav always loved your paper from its birth, 
J hiskey to get righteous | and now it becomes a necessity 
Lot drunk so the whole caboodle could commit incest and | sands feel as I do in the matter, 


B even: 

your enemies to ruin | you.- 
to me, and lam sure  $hou- 
I know of none x etwthy 


If|the name of Liberal who would, for a few paltry mi a 
Rud eR Hiis retain their righteous- throw away the labor of so many years, Pinos aor 
38, r © might forgive Mr. Bennett for ido I care what course others ma take, but I f 

writing some fooliah letters, and I think we would if it was | TRUTH SEEKER, as it has always been, EM D THE 
not for the crime of trying to lead astray a young, inexperi- | at its head, bravely demanding the right 


I know r of nor 


with D. M. Bennett 
, always te ing the 


There , 
butIdo fully trust you will be, equa o 


the pursuit of truth. I'am 
Your friend, L. E, Hund 


Buack Hawk, 
nee esrb My Dear Frieng + 
urth letter from Albany, and 88 you want i 
reply, and regarding myself one of the tie oe = 
fully do so. The main points in your splendid letter ar? 
that your health has improved, that half of your time as R 
prisoner has passed away, and that you bad been allowed 


lenty of pape d ‘ ; ; 
pien Ern de ? r and plenty of time to say a little in your 


As o thè landera heaped on 
lug else, aud am prepared to see and hear a 
more before you will be able to face the powers pe ung 
Mid may come, don’t be alarmed about it; your friends 
jare wit hg You hav committed no crime, and not been 
any weaker than others claiming perfection, I, for one 
co ne to be without sin, and hav no stones to throw. 
-Will be pleased to see you released soon aud take command 
As ever, Pu truly, 

. C, donNaoN, 


Tot., Dec. 1, 1879, « 
Hav just read yo wz” 


you, I did not expect any- 


pu mum M oy 


"^o Davisvitne, Can. 

p. M. BgxsETT, EQ, My Dear Fri 
post-oflice money order for $19, for whi- 
SEEKER one year, and seud ‘ From B jhiaq the Bars 
“Sixteen Saviors or None.” Nove mber 14th I sen 
ost-Cffice order for $25. Don't knop 
J never liked you so well as I hav ‘jin 

fession. . i 

I hold you in my heart as. one of th 
Long may you liv to teach Christiany, 
ni ~ Truly yours ; 


 Miaxis] 


» Dec. 19, 1879. 


that you received it. 
ce reading your con- 


e few truly good men. 
honesty! | . 


G. GQ. Briaas,’ 


m 3unG,:0., Nov. 26, 1879. 
Dean Bro. BENNETT : So the y aio not satistiec, yet you 


need nct think Christians alone are your enemies 
worat foes in the world sre’ Liberals, 
they are jealous of your ‘su’yscriplion 
because you can afford t,o 
money than they can, ér'do at Jeast. 
are a Freethinker, it is not because 
letters to.a lady, that they despise you; it is because 
know how to run a, newspaper heiter than they, 
are as jealous of y' ju as the devil is of Christ. 

But cheer up, old man, and don't let them break your 


list, 


a 


x 


The Truth Seeker, Tamary 3, 1880. 


SS SS PESTA 
Sy ee tM a ee ee 


md: Inclosed find | Bennett did wrong 
st continue TRUTH | hav published, is it not self. 


; your very | know that truth is might i i ime i 
ren ed: Budae ghty aud will prevail. Fora time it. 


They hate you | less s 
giv more reeding matter for the] So of 
It is not because you | Shake 
you wrote a few silly | letter 


13. 


Numbers xxxi. 


Conceding for a moment that Mr.|in a paper containing so much matter on such a variety 
in writing the letters Bundy and Abbot | of subjects we approve of everything said or done ; but 
evident to all of moral sense or | taking all things into Consideration. [ hav generally been 


” and | manly honor that it was mean and cowardly for them to | Well pleased with it, and am quite willing that Bro. Bennett 
t you | do it, and still worse to ma 


t nifest their pleasure—their low | aud Eugene Macdonald should continue to edit it, for the 
gratification—tberein ? If to any this be not self-evident | paper was never better than at present, and am glad that 
let them consider the lucid, well-tempered letter of Mrs. | Bennett has such an able assistant t» take charge of it in his 
Denton, in the last TruTa SEEKER (Nov. 15), and no further | absence, who has added much to the value of the paper by 
doubts can exist." The heart and the head that can—after | the insertion of these valuable articles bearing on the Lib- 


| reading the letters, and indeed many more like them, so|eral movement of the age from the leading reviews. I 


justly commended—side wita the editorials of the Religio | might mention the following as very able : " Materialism 
and /ndez, can never excite the envy of which Mr. Bennett | and its Lessons,” by M«udsley, Goldwin Smith's “ Iaterreg- 
is the exemplary object. num,” and the able reply by dear oll E izur Wright, who 
Well may we ali, under these wrongs, be consoled to|has one of the soundest of beads, always to the point; 
“The Religion of To-D iy," and Froude’s ** Romanism and 
as Bryant has finely said, be crushed to earth, but no | the Irish Race ;" also ** The Bible in the Schools,” by Froth- 
ure it will rise again, to bless and comfort its friends. | ingham. : : . 
a)l noble, generous deeds, they cannot be lost; like| -I bope you will continue to giv us more of them, or 
peres mercy, they aretwice blessed. The Doctor's| Where they are too lengthy, libera! extracts or the cream of 
5, and all of like spirit, will bless him that giveth and |them. Tne lively, scathing fire of T. C. Leland, the manly 


you | him that receiveth, even more than the precious ointment | James Parton, and the ever present Mre. Slenker, always 
nd they | upon the head of Aaron, trickling to his skirts. 


Besides | interesting, add to the value of the paper. 
their lovely spirit, they lead the mind to think into the true| My sympathies for Bro, Bennet: were never more than at 


noble old heart while yon are in the penitentiery. lam MDC 
satisfied you cam hold them level when you oace get out. 
Who knows “what Abbot has done? .Who knows what 
Bundy will do? . It makes me mad to hear men condemn 
one ancther about women, for I consider one as weak as the 
other in that respect. It makes no difference to me what! g 
you do privately, I know you publish a good pa.per, 
am going to take it as long as it is published. | 

Re pectfully, Gxonas. WEIDEL. 


and more happy relations of the sexes. present, now that heis under a cloud. I hav never doubted 
old fossilized custom, mildewed with superstition, think- 
ers will inquire, What ought to be, and what, is natural? 
They must recognize the rights of each and all, many ol 
which are self-evident and inalienable. None can be so 
lind as not to see the wrongs and the wretchedness of the 
exes as they are and hav been for ages past, nor can they 
and I ignore the unhappy influences of the Bible in this all-im- 
portant matter. Much has it had to do in originating these 
wrong relations, and therefore can never correct them. 


his earnestness, honesty, or sincerity, and we hav a proof of 
this in his owning up to his weakness and folly (and I be- 
lieve Beecher would stand higher t»-dsy if he had been 
honest enough to own up t9 his guilty we«kuesses). 

I must own that I hav sometimes thought Bennett waa 
too combative and personal in his attacks on opponents, and 
some of his criticisms and onslaughts on the popular super- 
stitions were a little too coarse and severe, and the exposures 
of the corruptions and crimes of its teachers were too hard 


T ' Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 19, 1879, 

To tm)? EDITOR or Tux TRUTH SEEKER: By all means, if 
we can fi nd a perfect man or woman, one entirely above all 
human * veakness and folly, let that person be elected vice- 
presiden t of the National Liberal League and let D, M. Ben- 
nett Step: down and out, Otherwise, I, for one, 
accept his resignation, 
to fill hit: place. 

1 am not a Christian, but I am glad to follow Christian 
maxims and examples when my reascn and judgment 
approve of them, and I remeraber that it was said of him 
whom al Christians worship, ‘‘ He eateth and drinketh 
with publicans and sinners.” 


I incloso three dollars as my contribution to the Parton | «; 


Fund. Please acknowledge in Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 


Yours for all truth, AURELIA D. F. RAYMOND, 


OTTAWA, KAN., Dec. 9, 1879. 

D, M, BENNETT, Dear Str: I hav twice read your Vstter 
of Nov. 16:h, Ita open'aess, candor, honesty, are more 
than I could expect even from an Atheist. Since Iray been 
a subscriber to Tug Trorn SEEEER I hav always had a 
great respect for you. I hav more now than ever before. 
How few there are who d are always tell the truth even “if 
the heavens should falli" and God drop out. 

I sometimes wish there was a God witb the same appetite 
as of old, when-he liked burned meat, go well, for now he 
could get a toothsoma morsel'of skak in Boston and Chi- 
cago, , Hav patience, Bro, Benne',c til] your time of impris- 
onment is out. Theu gh your e 4emies hav put you in prison 
and reviled you in ‘such a cowardly manner, still you are 
not the worst irerifed msn the world has ever seen, Re- 
member they cru ified Oarist, and many of us think you 
head and shoulde';s above him. Iam glad to see Dr. Mon- 


The marital law of wifcly obedience it enjoins, and indeed | aud rough, but then we do not expect such a paper to be 
her inferiority and subjection to her husband, at the same | edited by a kid-glove editor, and as far as myself was con- 
time (O. T.) allowing him unbridled liberties as a bigamist— | cerned, I did not mind it, but I prefer to hav some regard 
the hypocrisy of such as profess to receive this as God’s| for the feelings of the dupes of the popular superstition. I 
word, and at the same time strain over the slightest depart- | think to draw it a little milder, as they say, is more effect- 
ure from strict fidelity to monogamy, is no less manifest, |ive. I hope you will publish ‘‘ Pocket "l'ueology," by Vol- 


, vote not toj Hence we trust this whole discussion will advance a love | taire, in a small volume. 
We may possibly get à worse man | of pure, practical truth, and the pure unselfish enjoyments 


The attacks of Bundy and Abbot are most cowardly, The 
high-toned Index smelis very strong of cc diish aristocracy. 

Now, with my best wishes for the success of the paper 
and a happy New Year to its editor and brother and sister 
Bennett in affliction, I remain yours, SAMUEL CRUMP, 


of our kind, that will not turn back, but ratber move for- 
ward, the progress of Liberals for the lasting good of all. 
. W. PERKINS. 


FRIENDVILLE, NEB., Nov. 16, 1879. 
"Tuuru SEEKER: lnclosed fiad money order for eight- 
eu dollars for which please send Tux TnuTu SEEKER to : Pi Qi ihe ti 
the trial subscribers herein named. time since your incarceration in the Albany Penitentiary, 
The above trial subscribers were raised by Ed. Parker, | Í will attempt to write a few lines to you, in hopes of being 
by very little exertion, and we may be able to do more for | able to cheer the monotony of your prison life. I had 
the cause. All the above to be sent to Friend, Saline hoped, and still trust, that the President will yet consider it 
county, Nebraska, Joun W, GILBERT. his duty to perform a simple act of justice toward au unof- 
LI : tending citizea bv restoring you toliberty. 1am ata loss 
BRUNSWICK, Dec. 13th, 1879. tO know how the President can reconcile his conscience and 
DEAR TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Please receive my deepest | #low such an unjust, unmerciful, and diszraceful sentence 
sympathy for our dear friend, D. M. Bennett, abused as he | to be executed. How can such a course be justified when 
is, not only by religious bigots, but worse than all by Bundy | examined in the light of the teachings of the *“ man of sor- 
and Abboi, So far as the letters and woman are concerned, | rows ?” he who “spoke as man never spake,” to wit, 
[can see no Wrong; according to her own showing, the “ Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy; 
only thing that is most visible to me is, she was mad because | '' Forgive us our trespusses a3 We forgive those who trespass 
Bennett would hav nothing more to do with her after he | against us;" “Father, forgive them, they know not what 
found who aud what she was ; that to me covers the whole | they do," et, etc. — RN 

ground. I think the matter will hav every other effect but I bav frequently tried to express the indignation and sor- 
to alienate Mr. Bennetts friends from him or Taz Truta |rOW I felt at this act of injustice towards you, inflicted 
SEEKER, » . |uoder the guise-of law, by a bigoted, intolerant, and mis- 
Inclosed please find P. O. order for $5; $3 for Tak guided set of fanatics, but no language at my command is 
TRUTH SEEKER for 1880, the rest for whichever way best | #equate to do the subject justice. But tue meanest, un- 


` PRAIRIE Crry, OR., Nov, 26, 1879. 
DEAR FRIEND BENNETT: Once more, and for the tuird 


roe take the nob;e stxad he doer, The Doctor is a brick, 

just a little bel ow tie angels. 
I hope your healih will not be impaired by prison life, 

and may you liv Long as editor of Tux TRUTH'SEEKER. 


or where it will do most good. Ww, TYLER. 


TITUSVILLE, PA., Dec. 13, 1879. 
D. M, BENNETT, Dear Sir: Please find inclosed money 
W. W. Fraser. | order for seven dollars for THE TRUTH SEEKER for 1880 
E —— and the balance of this year. Hav read Abbot and Bundy’s 
URBANA, O , Dec. 25, 1879. | charge against you and also your auswer to the same, and 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed I send money order | the above subscription will testify how I feel about it. 
for $6 60. Iam going to work now for Tax TRUTH SEEE-| Youre for truth and liberty, J. 8. BRADLEY. 
ER, ed would say to D. M. Bennett, Stick to the helm; 
do'4'y giv up the ship, for you are the Christ of the age, and East DUBUQUE, ILL., Dec. 25, 1879. 
Tæ man that I kvow of can fill your place in thought and| Mr. D. M. BENNETT, My Dear Fiiend: This day, by 
Logic, and I, too, don’t think that littie episode with a lady custom, calls to our remembrance those friends whose 
fin a man’s life should disqualify him for doing good. We | memory we cherish with emotions of pleasure and admira- 
want you and all the great minds of the age to lead the|tion for their exalted work and excellence, their value to 
‘children out of the wilderness. f society, and as brilliant gemsin the crown of humanity, 
I hav been taking the Bundy Journal for nine years, and | and c ffer tokens of our highest consideration as friends—our 
bav worked for it, and claim to kuow something of what is | wishes for their health and happiuess, Prominently among 
called a good spirit, and can't see that ia him, for he has | those dear and valued friends stands the person addressed, 
turned his masked batteries on his friends from whom he|to whom [ inclose a small gift of $5, as a Christmas pres- 
gets his pap, Now that is mean and treacherous and can't | ent, that it may aid me in being remembered as one of your 
be tolerated by the Liberal spirit. He has lost a good many|friends, With my kindest regards for your health and 
Subscribers bere. Possibly the Ohiistians will come to his} happiness, I am truly your friend, D. R. Bunr. 
siel and help him out. : 
J remain your friend and well wisher, W. H. BAXTER. 


SEWARD, NEB., Dec. 25, 1879. 
Eortor Trota SEEKER: Inclosed find postal order for 
THE CONTRAST.—MONROE ON THE ONE HAND, BUNDY AND | five dollars which you will please credit to my account, 
om. E A". f] 
ABBOT ON THE OTHER. 


Let Bennett stick to his paper. If man never made mis- 
takes or committed blunders, thea it might do for him to 
Eprron TRUTH SEEKER : Many if not most readers of | step down and out, ''Let him that is without sin cast the 
the Seymour Times thought the strictures of its editor too | first stone" at Bennett. Regards to him and a 
severe on the course of Mr. Bennett leading to his impris- Respectfully, Gro. W. Low ey. 
onment. None, however, could fail to see the characteristic 
frankness and sincerity of Dr. Monroe’s criticisms. His 


Manxxa^, N. Y., Dec. 24, 1879. 
letter of Nov. 2d, in last TRUTA SEEKER, most happily ex-| Eprror TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Please find inclosed 
emplifies his refiacd and noble spirit. 


Let the finer portions | one dollar to apply sl paron eu ye Pr and 
of the Bible be searched in vain for specimens of tender | fifteen cents for A. D. browns say on Money." — 
sentiment or literary style comparable with this. Long| What is the matter with Mr. C. ^ Donning, Chairman 
may his noble letter adorn the lavguage and exalt the emo- | of the Executive Committee of the National. pe ri id 
tions and principles we love. As Cowper tenderly wrote | of Michigan? From the tone of his letter in Er rora 
that ho could not enter upon the list of his friends the man | SEERER of December 13ih one might Suppose i ppro, 
who was so wanting in sensibility as needlessly to put his foot | Bennett had heen found guilty of some d s ro ery 
upon a worm, so does Dr. Monroe, in his lovely picture of | or murder, Mr. Dunning says, ‘‘ We cannot ai or to carry 
tender sympathy, exhibit, by contrast, the hideous monstros- | such things, Whom does he call we Mm thin 
ities of cold-hearted stoicism and venomous envy, Indeed, | he should be a little more courageous, or tender /25 resigna 
this fine letter is one of the most admirable chapters in the | tion. The fact is, Bro. Benuett has injured no one? hat 
grand science of sociology. Could prayer avail ail the good | harm could the letters possibly do Mr. Dunning, or any one 
and wise men in their closets that Buody and Abbot might be | else ? But you know it is sometimes hard tor peop a ahe 
saved from impending, not to say, existing fire, by its earnest, | in Michigan, to understand what concerne ors pha 
yes, prayerful perusal. As doubtiess they hav read it, stiil | does not. It makes me grind my teeth wW. en i i. of Mr. 
we asit them to read it again, when in their happiest mood. | Dunning’s proposition that Bro. he anoula resim: 
Such a letter may well sustain the exhortation, *' Line upon | We all think more of Bennett every ANS and on say 
line, precept upon precept.” we I mean, C. C. Chase, Nellie Chase, Nora Chase, Jennie 

T'rom its consideration one has sadly to turn to the mem- | Chase, Earnest Chase, Baum Chase. i Res 
ory of what has been written by the editors in question. ours truly, . C. CHASE. 

The handwriting against the Religio and Index stauds upon 
the wall. Already hav these unhappy men been weighed ; A ! 
in the balance of common sense and uf honor, and found | Eprvor Truro BEEZER : l take leisure of this holiday 
sadly, inexcusably wanting. Even in the pugilistic days, | time to send my subscription—$3 00—to Tag TRUTH SEEK- 
disgiacing my, in other respects, grand state, few would | gr, which, during the hurry of business in this work-day 
condescend to strike after his autagonist was down. None world of ours, I hav so long neglecied. 
but the meanest barbarians will murder dependent prison- | - I hav taken your paper from its commencement, and hav 

ers, Hence the infamy altachlag to the first part ofi bought it well worth itg cost.’ It ig not to be expected that 


PITTSFORD, N, Y., Dec. 26, 1879. 


kindest thrust of all comes trom the genius whom ‘* God in 
his mysterious providence” allows to preside over the col- 
umns Of the R.-P. Journal, and which the “ highly cultured ? 
editor of the Jndew, parrot-like, reproduces with evident 
relish. Last week 1 received a “sample copy " of the Indez, 
(Oct. 80) the first number I ever saw, and I trust it may be 
tbe last. Until I saw that, l was an unbeliever- in '' total 
depravity.” I must confess my ignorance of and ability to 
believe that a man could be found in the civiiized world 
who was 80 totally depraved as to take advantage of an old 
man’s imprisonment to bafoul his character as these two 
paragons of perfection hav done. I am from henceforth 
willing to acknowledge that in regard to ‘‘ total depravity,” 
the half has not been told. Of all the mean, contemptible 
acts a man can be guilty of, to ‘kick a man when he’s 
down” is the meanest, ‘fo send a copy of that contempti- 
ble sheet to your subscribers (and 1 judge he has to ail) is 
like adding *' insult to injury." f 


“ What legions of friends always bloss us 
When golden success lights our way! 
How they smilie as they softly address us, 

So cordial. good humored, and gay! 
But ab ! when the sun of prosperity 
Hath set, how quickly they frown, 
And ery out in tones of severity, 
" Kick the man; don't you see he is down?” 


" Oh! giv me the heart that forever 
Is free from this worid’s seltlsh lust. 
Aud the soul, whose high noble endeavor 
Is to raise fallen maa from the dust; 
And when in adversity’s oceun 
A victim is likely to drown, " 
All huil to the friend whose devotion 
Wiil lift à man up when he's down." 


My dear friend, be of good cheer, should your health be 
spared your time will soon expire, when l hope a brighter 
day wil dawn for you. You need hav no feurs that the 
affections of your freinds will be alienated from you by 
abuse from such an un worthy source. ‘There is not a day, 
scarcely an hour, that myself and wife do not think of your 
misfortune; even our two little daughters (one eleven and 
the other seven), make anxious inquiries very frequently 
about you. Hoping your affliction may result in lasting 
benefit to mankind, and with many good wishes that your 
tuture may be prosperous and happy, I remain as ever 
your sincere friend, A. L, THOMPSON. 
—e 


W. S. BELL lectures in Indianapolis, Iad., Jan. 1st, 2d, 
and 3d; in Warren, O , 5ih, 6tb, and 7th; in Wayland, N. Y., 
9th, 10th, and 1115. 


—_—— m 


From BEHIND THE Bars is the name of a book made up 
of letters from the place of his present confinement by D. 
M. Bennett, which were addressed to the readers of TE 
Truru SEEKEK through the columns of that paper. They 
are characterized by all the writer's well known vigor of 
expression, and arc fiiled with thoughts, reflections, and 
illustrations such as might be expected to come from a man 
in like circumstances, and rendered indignant by similar 
treatment. The book is published by D. M. Bennett at 
Tug TRUTA SEEKER office, New York.—Banner of Light, 
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The Truth. Beeker, January 8, 1680. 


. Persecution. 
BY E. N, KINGSLEY, 
Hail, dear brother Bənnett, in triumph ascend- 


ing 
From orthodox dungeons to liberty’s throne! 
The freedom of man while so nobly defending, 
The Pharisees cheated thee out of thine own. 


Could Christians by arguments truly confound 
thee, 
They’d not persecute thee, and doom thee to 
dwell 
Where fire and brimstone and devils surround 
thee, 
When God who is love will.consign thee to 
hell. 
We value thy principles more than all treas- 
ures, 
Thy love of humanity more than of old. 
Thy prison.a palace, thy thoughts holy pleas- 
ures, 
Thy spirit enjoyments more Precious than 
gold. 


Alas! that itis the great Ohristian endeavor 
To blast and to ruin the Infidel’s fame; 
But justice and truth crushed to earth will for- 
ever 
Arise from the dust, equal rights to proclaim. 


The President’s word would now save thee from 
sorrow, 
If he loved but his neighbor as wellas himself. 
Just. merciful actions he leaves till to-morrow. 
To-day his religion is laid on the shelf. 
Will our Liberal, glorious, grand Constitution 
Be truly enforced the oppressed to defend? 
'Tig coming! "tis coming !—a great evolution! 
Soon all persecutions from bigots will end. 


The Infidel prisoner's fame will be sounded 
And wafted triumphant to every shore; 
By legions of truth—loving friends—be sur- 
rounded, 
And treacherous enemies harm thee no more. 


Dear victim, be cheerful. The good seed you're 
sowing 
From dark superstition vast millions will 
Save; 
Your pages, with truth and philosophy glowing, 
Will cheer and illumine man's path to the 
grave. 


The grave cannot shield thee from vile perse- 
cution; 
"They'll follow thee there as they did Thomas 
Paine. 
Take courage. dear brother. 
lutions, 
For truth at the last will triumphantly reign. 


Be patient, be comforted, dear old truth-seeker; 
The history you're making forever will last. 

The enemy’s forces are still growing weaker; 
Your cruel imprisonment soon will be past. 


Keep good reso- 


The Odd Old Man. 


He lived just a mile from the village, 
Out there by the forks of the road; 
His farm, by the help of good tillage, 
Increased what he planted and sowed. 
His dwelling was low and old-fashioned, 
The roof was all covered with moss; 
But still, by his fixing and patching, 
It kept out the rain and the frost. 
He lived very peaceful and quiet; 
We knew him as Jeremy Todd; 
So plain was his dress and his diet, 
The neighbors all said he was odd. 


The fashions be never would follow, 
Nor try to put on any style, 
But, owing a dime or a dollar, 
He paid it when due with a smile. 
His words were few and well chosen, 
"T was clear that he meant what he said; 
His temper not heated nor frozen. 
And calm was the life that he led. 
He did not belong to the meeting, 
And said very little of God; 
But the orphan was glad at his greeting, 
And every one said he was odd. 


It ever he offered to sell you 
A cow, Or an ox, or a horse, 
He made it his business to tell you 
Each one of the animal's faults. 
He hired Bill Peters, the cripple, 

To husk out his corn by the day, 
And heaped up the grain on the bushel 
To measure the wheat for his pay. 
His nam» was not on the subscription 
To save the poor heathen abroad; 
His neighbors he helped in affliction— 
The people all thought he was odd, 


He never made any '' profession,” 
Nor said that he had a “ new heart," 

But something he had in possession 
Of which many more need a part; 

A something that made him so gentle, 
So honest, so manly, and true; 

And if not church religion, we venture 
That Jesus would say, “It will do.” 
He might in the church hav done better, 
And rendered more service to God; 
He had more of the “spirit” than “letter ” 

And that was what made him so odd. 


The preacher might say he was godless, 
Because he subscribed to no creed; 
But still it was part of his oddness 
The wretched and hungry to feed. 
Tf Jeremy failed of salvation. 
Because he stayed out of the church, 
We cannot see how in creation 
Professors will shun the lee lurch 
Who wear the full garb of the pious, 
But love not their neighbors—nor God! 
We choose, when our Maker shall try us, 
To be like old farmer Todd. 


ee 


In cases where the incumbent of an English 
living is manifestly incapacitated to perform 
the duty, the bishop insists on his keeping a 
curate. A case in point is that of the Rev. Wm. 
Fleetwood, aged near 90, to whom the presence 
of the bishop-imposed curate is evidently high- 


ly distasteful. On November 2, after Mr. Bluck, | 
the curate. had performed the afterooon ser- 
vice, Mr. Fleetwood and his son came to the 
church, and the former called him a black- 
guard, and held up his stick threateningly. 
The curate at once left the church, when Mr. 
Fleetwood’s son followed and knocked him in- 
sensible. Before the magistrates, Mr. Fleet- 
wood, Jr., asked the chairman whether, if his 
footman insulted him, he would not knock him 
down. The magistrates committed the Fleet- 
woods for trial, the younger being further 
bound over to keep the peace. 


* From Behind the Bars.” 

Liberty never quite keeps pace with prog- 
ress. Every age has its martyrs. We hav 
one to-day. A volume of 565 page comes to 
us from the pen Of one who is serving a term 
in the Albany Penitentiary. It is by D. M. 
Bennett, one of Comstock's victims. His 
real offense was editing THE TRUTH SEEKER; 
the constructive charge, obscenity. The 
work, bearing the above title, contains an 
epitome of past martyrdoms, a scathing re- 
view of the outrages inflicted by the Vice 
Society and its agent, an interesting account 
of prison life, etc. The work is issued from 
the publishing house of D. M. Bennett, No. 
141 8th street. Price, $1.50.— Dr. Foote’s 
Health Monthly. 


* From Behind the Bars." A series of 
letters written in prison by D. M. Bennett, 
editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER, imprisoned 
ostensibly for depositing prohibited matter 
inthe mail, but really for entertaining and 
speaking his honest convictions. Wide read- 
ing, overflowing fertility of thought, irre- 
pressible courage, and intense sincerity of 
purpose appear through all these 560 pages. 
The letter to Colgate, address to Judge Ben- 
edict, to the press, to President Hayes ; the 
voluminous presentation of historic cases of 
martyrs to liberty ; the crushipg indictment 
of the Bible as compared with *'Cupid's 
Yokes ;” the stirring appeals from Albany 
Penitentiary—learning, wit, wrath, sarcasm, 
pathos, irresistible enthusiasm, and genuine 
character here illustrate a memorable phase 
of the great struggle for mental liberty we 
are engaged in, and of which Mr. Bennett, 
in labor, suffering, and achievement, is to be 
an everlasting exponent. No Freethinker's 
library will be complete without this book, 
and its general circulation will greatly, serve 
genuine Liberalism. To possess and diffuse 
a work of real value, and help keep THE 
TRUTH SEEKER flag afloat, we hope all our 
readers will buy it.—Zhe Word. 


KERSEY GRAVES, 


Having been engaged most of the time for gev- 
eral years past in writing, now proposes to 
enter the Geld ag a speaker in the service of the 
National Liberal League in Ohio, Indiana, Iti- 
nois, Michigan, Missouri, and_other states. 
Write to him tor particulars. The following 
are some of the subjects on which he will speak: 
1. The signs of the times, and the rapid prog- 
ress of Infidelity. 
2. Sixteen crucified gods and twenty-seven 


Bibles. 

3, The origin, history, and demise of the devil. 

4, Tne twelvecardinal doctrines of the churches 
at war with science. 

5. The Bible sanctions twenty-seven crimes, 
and is at war with twenty-six sciences. 

6. Some mistakes of Moses and his God. 

7, The thousand laughable ideas in the story of 
creation and salvation. 

8. The Bible retards morality, civilization, and 
the reformation of the world. 

9, Jehovah and the devil compared. 

10. A sermon—What shall we do to be saved ? 

11. The real causes and true remedy for the 
present financially depressed and dis- 
tressed condition of the country, 

And many other subjects. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 


We advise everybody—both ladies and gentle- 
men—to turn out and hear Mr. Graves, for he is 
really an able and interesting spexker, power- 
ful and eloquent, with spices of wit and elo- 
auence.—The New Era. 

He is an eloquent and powerful speaker, with 
a boundless supply of historical facts and anec- 
dotes.—T'he Republican. 

We hav been highly delighted, instructed, and 
interested by & course of eight lectures by Ker- 
sey Graves, of Richmond, Ind., and we most 
cheerfully recommend him to the confidence, 
the hearts, and the homes of the Liberal com- 
munity.—Alion Progressive Society. j 

We cordially recommend our estimable broth- 
er—with whom some of us hav been long per- 
sonally acquainted—as a candid, consistent, 
and powertul speaker, displaying great histor- 
ical research and logical acumen.—Salem Soci- 
ety of the Friends of Progress. 


Correspondence Wanted. 

A gentleman in the prime of life, intellectual, 
retined, and Liberal, desires to correspond 
with ladies of twenty-five to forty-five years of 
age, of like qualifications. Obiect, partnership 
in & now enterprise and companionship, 
Address G. W. MELVILLE, Vineland, N.J. [2t1 

Third Annual Congress 
OF THE 


National Liberal League 


HELD AT 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 
September 13, and 14, 1879, 

Contains Speeches made and Letters read, 
also list of Liberal Leagues, Officers for 1879-80, 
Work of the Convention, Oonstitution of the 
League, How to form Auxiliaries, Reports of 
Officers, ete. 

Price, 25 cents; five for a dollar, 

D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth Bt, New York city, 


. Price 75 cente. 


WHITE'S ASIATIC AGUE CURE 


An infallible remedy for Ohills and Fever, Gen- 
eral Debility, Dyapepsia caused by Torpidity 
of Liver; eures Jaundice, with persevarance 
clears the Sallow Complexion, giving a look of 
Health. It is agreeable to take; it causes no un- 
pleasant feeling or inconvenience at any time; 
it rarely hanpens that a chill occurs after the 
first dose. The medicine must be taken three 
or four weeks. Price, $1.00 per bottle. 


WHITE'S MEXICAN CHIHUAHUA 


A never-failing remedy for Neuralgia, Over- 
worked Brain, Loss of Sleep. etc., ete. It will 
afford almost immediate relief, and in most 
eases, with perseverance, a permanent cure. 
Price, $1.00 per bottle, : 


WHITE'S GONSUMPTIVE WINE 


This wonderful tonic. taken in time, cures con- 

sumption. Where the blood is impoverished 

and vitality low, nervous prostration, weak and 

debilitated, this medicine is wonderful in its 

effect. It givs new Blood, Life, and Tone. and 

rejuvenates the whole system, $2.00 per bottle. 
Address orders to 


DR. M. C. WHITE, 


Sole Proprietor and Manufacturer of these 
Remedies, 141 East sth street. New York, N, Y., 
Post-office Box 2,909. : 

ORANE & BRIGHAM, Wholesale Agents, San 
Francisco, Oal.. - 


HALL & RUCKEL. Wholesale Agents, No. 218 
Greenwich street. New York, N. Y. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for: 
DR. FOOTHS HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year and for the AMEBIOAN ILLusTRAT- 


ED PaoNouNorNG PooxET DIOTIONARY, con- 
taining 30,000 words. 


ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE'S 


HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year and for a large center-table book 
containing the Oomplete Works of Shakspere Í 
All subscribers receive the Monthly and works 
free of postage. Address 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO., 
129 E. 28th st.. New York city. 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
Days in Athens. 


Being the Translation of a Greek Mas. dis- 
covered in Herculaneum. 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT 


Containing a copy of the head of Epicurus. 


For sale b 
D. M, BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., N, Y. City. 


a 
Six Lectures on Astronomy, 
By Pror. R10HARD A, PROOTOR. 

Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city, in the winter of 1875-6,and were re: 

orted honographically expressly for THE 

BUTH SEEKER by Miss M. 8, Gontcharoff. Thie 
is the most popa ar course of Lectures ever de- 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 


the possession of every person. 
The titles.of the Lectures are: 


I, 
E 
IN. Other Suns than Ours. 

'V, The Great Mysteries of the Universe, 
VI. Religion and Astronomy. 


D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth £t., N. Y. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER, 


A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Ohampagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and left as his 
* Last Will and Testament? to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named Work, entitled " Oom- 
mobs dens ful work, and 1 
818 a powerful work, and is attractin: 

much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Yol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s "Age 
of Reason” is mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire’s ” Philosophical Dictionary” is 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav done a virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so well. 

JAMES PARTON, 

Price, $1.50. 


Sold by the Translator. i 
MISS ANNA. KNOOP, 
No. 50 First Street, N. Y, City. 


THE ROOT OF THE MATTER. 
SAMSON ; 


A Myth- Story of the Sun. 


The Gospel of the Kingdom Ac- 
eording to the Holy Men 


of Old. 


The author of these works finds the 
largely mythical in its character. He DEAS 
us a number of copies to be disposed of in the 
interest of THE TRUTH BEEKER. All who pur- 
chase will therefore aid THE TRUTH BEEKER to 
the amount of their purchase, or add to the 
Bennett fund as they ga choose. 

amson, 20 cents; Gospel of the Ki 
vols., each. 30 cents. ngdom, 2 


FAMILY CREEDS 
By WILLIAM MCDONNELL 


Author of " Exeter Hall," “Heal 
EUR S : AH thens of the 
o anY who hav read either o 

Liberal writer’s other romances f mg tayor we 

gaid that this is not inferior to them. 468 pp 

In cloth, $1.25; paper, 75 cents 

For sale by D, M. BENNETT, 

141 8th street, New York, N. Y. 


8m042 


. JUST ISSUED. 
A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice. It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address : 
and a three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing, - 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO, 
129 East 28th Street, N. Y. 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LECITIMATE FRUITS OF.. 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. . 


-This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH BEZEEKEER. It is the beston the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 


of the teaching of the Bible. 
Price 10 cente. D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth Street, N. Y. Oity, | 


THE BIBLE OF MOHAMMED. 
(THE KORAN.) |. 


Translated by George Sale. : 


Containing Notes, Preliminary Discourse, 
and Index, 


Complete edition in fine English cloth bind- 
ing. .690 large 12mo pages. at the very low 
price of $1, . Address. D. M. BENNETT 


141 Eighth St., New York. 
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THE GREAT SPECIALIST, 


Treats all Private, Chronic, and Sexual 
Diseases with unprecedented success. The 
thousands of cures heis performing annually 
substantiate this fact. He has at this moment 

atients in every State of the Union and inthe 

ritish Provinces, Every reader of this who 
has any affection of the Head, Throat, Lungs,- 
Heart, Stomach, Liver, Kidneys, Bladder, Bow- 
els, Womb, Genital Organs, Rhéumatic or Neu- 
ralgic Difficulties. or Eruptions of the Skin, 
Blood Impurities, Tumors, Oancers. or any 
Nervous Affections, or diseases of the Hye or 
Ear. are invited to write to Dr, Fellows, whose 
system of practice is entirely original, omitting 
all Drugs and Mineral Medicines of, bout she 
e Doce 


nhappy. 

Dr, Fellowé has prescribed his external rem- 
edy for 1,500 cases without a failure to cureina 
single case, and some. of them were in a terri- 
bly shattered condition ; had been in the In- 
sano asylums, many had Falling Bickness-- 
Fits ; others upon the verge of Consumption > 
while others again had become Foolish and 
hardly able to take care of themselves. For. 
further information address, with two 3-cent 
stamps, Vineland, New Jersey, where Doctor R. 
P, Fellows is permanently located, and obtain 
his private circular on ' Spermatorrboea and 
its Cure," or, if afflicted with other complaints. 

his large circular treating on the above-named: 
chronic diseases, both containing sworn evi- 
dences, which is convincing and positive testi- 
mony to the Doctor's great Skill, In order that. 
allean avail themselves of his services he has 
placed his terms at a very reasonable figure. 


{From the Denver (Col.) Rocky Mountain Herala} 

“Dr, Fellows is a successful specialist for alk 
the diseases which he claims to cure, such as 
chronic and sexual complaints, His wonderful 
skill and success are bringing kim hundreds of 
cases weekly by letter and otherwise from all 
over the United States.” 3 

From The Boston Investigator] 
“ Dr. Fellows is a physician of superior edu- 


& | cation and extensive practice in private, chron- 


ic, and sexual diseases. We don’t see any need 
of priests for anything, but as a good DOUTOR ig 
in our eyes, a benefactor of mankind. we would 
advise the reader if he has got any of the dis- 
eases mentioned, and doesn’t want to keep 
them, let him write to Dr. Fellows, and obtain 
health which is better than fortune. political 
office, or even religion, 


ASTROLOGY. 
Future Foretold. 


Mme. E. H. Bennett, so well known to the 
readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER, and the Ameri- 
ean publie generally, may be consulted on any 
affairs of life, domestic and business. Oalls or 
letters from one dollar, and a full written 
horoscope, giving full diagnosis of character, 
report on health, and a complete resume of the 
past, with correct report of all future events, 
from three to ten dollars, Address, in all con- 
fidence, MME. E. H. BENNETT, 73 South Wash- 
ington Square (Fourth St.), N. Y. Altf 


PERSONAL. 


Owing to the many urgent demands for the 
services of Amelia H, Oolby and Olive K, Smith, 
they will remain in western New York another 
month. Their address will be Laona, N. Y., as 
in the past. The following are among the sub- 
jects discussed by her; 

Present Evils of Society: Cause and Oure. 
Who was Jesus Christ? Present Religious and 
Political Outlook. ho are Onristians and 
What is Christianity? Is Christianity a Finality? 
Does the Present Conditions of Society Demand 
a Religious Change? Evolution. Woman's 
Bights and Man's Wrongs, Bread for the Stary« 

ng ons, 

Mrs, Smith sings with guitar a” their meet 
ings, tee 


The xut Seeker, Jonnary 3, 1880. 
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ANDREW STONE, M.D., 


Physician for the Last Twenty-three 
Years to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
gienic Institute, Founder of the 
New Magnetic College, and 
Author of ''Tbe New: 

Gospel of Health," 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmon 
Consumption. 
Diphtheria, Catarrh, and all diseases of the air 
passages, by inhalation of his system of cold or 
cool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
plood directly, saving the stomach from being 

erverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 
Peen the practice of antiquated systems, 

By this WONDERFULLY PERFEOTED sys- 
tem, patients are successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
outthe necessity of seelng them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—based 
in the first place, upon a searching DIAGNOSIS 
of each case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning’s urine (urinary Sanguinis), showing 
the condition of the blood, or psychometric ex- 
amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 
both,as may be deemed essential, where per- 
gonal presence is not had. 

TERE .—For the first month, $15, includin 
analysis and diagnosis; or $35 for a course oi 
three months’ treatment, securing inhaler, with 
whichever one of the following inhaling vapors 
is found to be needed, viz. The Balm, The 
Tonic, The Expectorant, The Anii-Asthmatio, 
The Anti-Hemorrhagic, The Anti-Septic, The. 
Magnetic Blood. Also, with effectual reme- 
dies for Cough, for NightSweats; Vital Tonics, 
Magnetic Embrocations and Plasters for relief 
of Pain and Soreness, and every medicament, 
magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to each 
patient. Thousands of patients are thus an- 
nually successfully treated at their own homes 
that are not personally attended, because, un- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
stantly deputed in each case, bringing about 
wonderful visible effects. 

Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Urinology, in Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 
gressive physicians that cannot conyeniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 

The art of healing taught in this College com- 
bines the science of Animal and Vital net- 
ism, Medicated Electricity, Equalizing and Ad- 
justing the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 
using into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 
System Vitai Force by Impartation and Induc- 
tlon of Psychic Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers. .. . 

TThe vitalizing magnetie power of healing by 
Bun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
of effete matter by cutaneous secretion, The 
doctrine taught at this College is emphatically 
to construct, to build up, to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 

Analysis and full report of case made for $5, 
independent of pny treatment. Packages 
transmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 
tion, and stamps for return answers must be 


inelosed in all cases, or no reply will be. made.. 
ANDREW . Strong, M. D., Con: |: 
sulting and Attending ESTA Bowery 

N. 17 c 


Address, 
Place, Ida Hill, Troy, A 


gb to $820 per day at home. 
ON & 00 Portland Maine. 1 
$66 & week in your own town. 
$5 outfit free. Addr H. HAL 
Do Pec Mate nt H. BOOGURTES 


$72 WEEK. $12.8 day at homo easily mado, 
wan free. Address TRuE & Oo., Augusta, |: 
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DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


“MEDICAL GOOD SENSE" 


~AND— 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 
—EMBRAOING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 


OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2, It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute an 
chronic diseases. It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s: xual relation. 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint, It fully 
&nswers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of wcmen 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 before 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free. Contents table 
sent free for stamp. 

Dr. T. R. Kinget announces to his Liberal 
friends and patients throughout the United 
States and Canadas that he is positively curing 
many obstinate diseases pronounced incurable, 
as Bpermatorrhosa, Seminal Weakness, Nerv- 


ous Debility, Impotency. Epilepsy, Paralysis, 
Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Qatarrh, Asthma, 
Bronchitis, Consumption, Dysentery, Piles, |. 


Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, Genital 

Organs, and all diseases of women. Consulta- 

tion Free. Address "T. R. KINGET, M. D.. 
Oct25. 817 E. 14th Street, New York. 


What Is the Bible? 


BY J. T. BUNDERLAND. 


He holds that so-called sacred books are nat- 
ural (products of the human mind, and givs an 
outline of the origin and growth oi the various 
bibles of the world, drawing analogies between 
the historical development of the Jewish Bible 
and other great sacred books, and demonstrat- 
ing religion to bealarger and richer thing than 
Jew, Christian, or Pagan has understood. The 
second chapter is devoted to the Bible, its ori- 
gin, growth, the men who wrote it, when they 
Wrote it, and why; the third shows the diffieul- 
ties in the way of the theory of infallibility of 
the. Bible, and their serious increase with the 
growth of scholarship and science; the fourth 
treats ofits inspiration and revelation, consid- 
ering its claims as a classic and as the parent 
of Monotheism. It is a very broad and catholic 
Work, answering the questions which naturally 
arise inconnection with religion, and negating 
the assumption of an infallible word of God. 

rice, $1.00, 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 
14 Eighth st.. New York. 


THE GREAT RISE IN WALLST. 


The " Investors’ Guide” exhibits the i 
methods in their successful stock operation. of 
the me natos of the Brock Exchange, Sent free 
1739 T, POTT GHT & O0.. 3 


V 
WIGHT & 00.96 Wallet N.I, 


Asthma, Lar ngitis, Bronchitiz, I 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES,” 


clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 


Samples. 
worth $5 free, Address STIN- 
`y 


Terms and 


CHRONIC DISEASES 


AIN -HO 
AL- COMMON BENSE — nearly 1.000 


: ‘pages, 200 illustrations. -by DR. E. B. FOO 
of 120 Lexington Ave. New York, to whom ail 


letters from the sick should be addressed. 


In its issue for January 19, 1878. Mr. Bennett's 


TRUTA SEEKER thus speaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: " We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is à man ofthe highest incentives an 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving his fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His:mediecai works possess the highest value, 
and hav been introduced and tborougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav dérived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
oS Tee RESIN HOME TALK 

urchasers Oo are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE. Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion. by mail, postage prepaid, only $1.50. Con- 
tents tabla froo, AGENTS WANTED. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

-> 129 Hast 28th Street, New York. 


JUST OUT! 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 


muslin, contaiuing 275 pages, 12mo. 
$1.25. A i 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the Pantateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject, The pam- 
phlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic, inimitable in its style, and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, auda pathos. 


Price, 


Busts of E. G. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILIS, 


'. Cabinet size, price $2,50. 

Small Busta, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one. i 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Sarony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: . 


Tmpertal or large size . . . . 40cente 
Photo or Gard size Wag oie! uem ad 20 " 
Life-size Lithograph,21x27 . , . 50 " 


Post aid. - : . 
ostage De’ D, M, BENNETT, 
14 ErGHTE ST., New YonE. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION, 


Paper Covers, 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures.” 


Conterts.—"’The Gods," "Humboldt," “Thos. 
Paine,” “Individuality,” " Heretics and Her- 
esios,” Price, 50 cents, 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures.” 


Oontents.—" The Ghosts,” "' Libert 
Woman, and Child,” " Declaration of Independ- 
ence,” '" Farming in Illinois," "Speech at Oin- 
cinnati,” “The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream.” Price 50 cents. 


Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoli, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 

Imperial, or large size... ere... 40 cents, 

Photo, or card $26... .......... 20 cents. 

Life-size lithograph, 23x27... ... 50 cents. 


Postage paid. 
Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25, 


Address D. M, BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., New York. 


What Five Dollars 
Will Do: 


It will pay for THE TRUTH SEEKER one year 
&nd & eopy of either of the following great 
works: The World's Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers, The Champions of the Ohurch, Vis" 
count Amberley's Analysis of Religious Belief, 
Thomas Paine’s Great Theological and Politi- 
eal Works in one large volume; or a copy of any 
two of the above works without THE TRUTH 
SEEKER Postage paid on all. 


of Man, 


An Essay on Money 


BY A. B. BROWN. 


Just the thing for Greenback clubs and for 
campaign purposes, a8 well as invaluable to all 
who take an interest in the great question of 


-Finance, whether they favor ths, Greenback 


theo fe d D dO IS $1.20 per dozen 
C8, nts; e » 
DOM BENNETT, 14 Highth st, Now York. 


— ERO l 


BEHIND THE BARS, 


A SERIES OF LETTERS — 
WRITTEN BY 


D. M. BENNETT 


: ' WHILE IN PRISON IN 
LUDLOW-STREET JAIL. 


SHOWING THE 


‘Injustice of his Mock Trial and 
the Meannéss of his Perse- 
cutors, with Reports of a 
Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
Europe and in 
this Country. 

ALSO GIVING A 

| Succinct Account of the 
Thousands of Christian Perse- 

! cutions that hav Taken Place in 
the Centuries. Gone. The: Cruelties 
which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 

f which is added some of 
' i MR. BENNETT'S 
LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 


PENITENTIARY, 


pp. L2mo, with steel plate engraving 
of the author, Price, $1.50. - 


JUST OUT! 
, Another Extraordinary Book ! 


SIATEEN SAVIORS OR NONE; 


Li 


ie 
650 


The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
. eal Gun. 


By Kersey. Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
: Being a reply to Jonn T. PERRY'S ''Bix- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
: . outand thoroughly exposed. 


Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isareview ot Kersey Graves’ '' Sixteen 
Orucifled Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Rible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry's 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Oourt,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selves, but condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This teature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 


some of his witnesses seem to turn “* state's eyi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of tbe ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, “A thunder-blast 
ageinst Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a zrease spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the ab!est argu- 
ments both 10r orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT, 


THE VOICES. 


"The Voice of Nature,” “The Voice of a 
Pebble,” “The Voice of Superstition,” and “The 
Voice of Prayer.” sth Edition. A Poetical Eye- 
Opening volume of 226 pages. 


BY WARREN SUMNER BARLOW. 


Judge Baker in an elaborate review of " The 
Voices” says: "Considered in the light of a 
controversial or didactic poem, it is without 
an equal in contemporaneous literature, the 
birth of an audacious mind, and is destined to 
excite greater and more and wider encircling 
waves of sectarian agitation than any anti- 
credal work ever published." 

Price reduced to one dollar. Sold wholesale 
and retail at The Truth Seeker office. 


BY THE SAME AUTHOR: 


IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 


From the Doctrines of the Ohurch. In Poet- 


worth reading. Price only 10 cents. Sold at 
The Truth Seeker office. Both for $1.00. 


An Article for Ladies’ Use. 


To be worn monthly. 
linen. It is perfectly easy and comforta 


| Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 


of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that | - 


ry. Particularly sharp and pointed. It is well 


Prevents soiling of 

le, 
causing no inconvenience tothe wearer. Ladies 
who hav used it would not be without it for any 


| LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The Truth Seeker Office 


Thomas Paine. F. E, Abbot, 

j Paine's Bust. Frothingham, 
Paine's Monument, Wendell Phillips, 
Voitaire, Emerson, 
Rousseau, Garrison, 
Humboldt, Henry Bergh, 
Goethe. . Peter Cooper, 
Schiller, , R. Burt, 

Aug. Comte, B. P. Andrews, 
Heine, Walt Whitman, 
Alex. Fope. Froude, 
John Milton, Max Muller, 
Goldsmith, Warren Chase,] . 
Sheiley, Jas. Parton, 
Byron. Wm, Denton, 
Burns, Dr. Slade 
Washington, A. J. Davis, 
Franklin. Foster, 
Jefferson, J. M. Peebles, 
John Adams, Frances Wright. 
J. Q. Adams, E. V. Wilson, 
Madison, G. L. Henderson, 
Jackson. Prof. Fiske. 
Lincoln, Fred Dougias,, 
Lincoln’s Monument, P. Banks, 
Gerrit Smith P, V. Nasby, 
Henry O. Wright. Beecher, 
J.S, Mill, Tilton, 
Sumner, Moulton, 
Edgar A. Poe, G. W. Curtis, - 
Greeley, Th. Nast, 
Castellar, J. G. Bennett, 
Tennyson. Ohas. A. Dana, - 
Darwin Phoebe Carey, - 
Tyndall, Alice Carey, 
H. Spencer, Elizabeth O, Stanton, 
Huxley, Susan B. Anthony. 
Proctor, Lucy Btone, 
Draper, Julia Ward Howe, 
Bradiaugh, as. Cheney, 
Holyoake, Paulina Davis, 
Ingersoll. Mary F. Davis, 
Underwood, Emma H, Britten 
endum, Lizzie Fowler, 
Seaver, Mrs. Slenker, 

, Colby, Susan H. Wixon, 
Dr. Hare D. M. Bennett, 
Judge J. W. Edwards. . B. Bell, 
Lizzie Doten J. 0. Bundy, 
Mrs. J. Conant. 8. 8. Jones. 

Dr. Mary E. Walker Asa K. Butts, 
(full figure). W., F. Jamieson, 


Geo. Francis Train, ‘Kersey Graves, 


and hundreds of others, including generals, 
statesmen, poets, actors, actresses, etc, at 10 
cents each singly, or eleven for one dollar. 
Neat Albums, by mail, to hold 30 photos. 
60 cts.,to hold 50, 80. 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth Bt, New York. 


Freethinkers’ Badge Pin. 


The cut shows the design and 
size of the badge, but not its 
beauty, The whole badge is in- 
tended to signify symbolically 
that the “ world moves,” and that 
"universal mental liberty" is 
being spread over the world by 
the™ leaves of learning." Badges 
made vi heav gold plato; price of single badge, 
&ckage re Tetore and postage paid, $1.25. 
Club of one dozen or more, ordered to one ad- 
dress, package registered and postage paid 
$1.10 each, Remit by P. O. order or registered 
letter. For fractional parts of a dollar, postage 
stamps of the denomination of one, three, and 
ton enis takon, Orders filed in. the ordor of 
eir application, adges to a only from 
the patentee, LUOY L. CHURCHILL, 
West Richfield, Summit Oo., Ohio. 
BSALAMANOA, N. Y., Dec. 23, 1878. 
Miss CHunBOHILL; I am much pleased with 
your "Freethinkers' Badge Pin.” It ig a splen- 
did design, and every Freethinker and member 
of the Liberal League should hav one and wear 
it''to- be seen of men,” and women too, and 
thus‘ let their light shine.” Bend me one as 
soon as they are completed. H, L. GREEN, 


NEWBURYPORT, Mass,, May 19, 1879. 
My Dear Mapam: Your idea of an external 
and visible sign for the friends of mental lib- 
erty,to exhibit to one another on their persons, 
seems to me very good. In union there is 
strength. In union there is also conscious 
Btrength, i, e. courage. A quiet, pretty badge, 
Buch as you propose, can certainly do no harm, 
I should like to wear one. But it must be pleas- 
ing ; for part of our mission is to promote 
beauty everywhere and inall things. To make 
the world beautiful, and the human life in it 
beautiful, are the vast results of liberty. We 
must do nothing ugly, think nothing ugly, feel 
nothing ugly, wear nothing ugly. 
Very truly yours, AMES PARTON. 


BIBLE OF BIBLES: 


TWENTY-SEVEN 


“DIVINE REVELATIONS?’ 


CONTAINING 
ALSO A DELINEATION OF THE CHARAQO- 
TER OF THE 


Princival Personages of the 
CHRISTIAN BIBLE, 


AND AN 
Examination of their Doctrines. 


BY KERSEY GRAVES, 


Author of "The World’s Six- 
teen Crucified Saviors,” and 
“Biography of Satan.” 


The ground gone over by Mr. Graves 
in the course of this new work is simply as- 
tounding, and the literary labor performed is 
worthy of receiving the approximate re- 
ward of an extensive reading at the hands of 
the public. In the sixty-six chapters into 
which the book. is divided, almost every ques- 
tion of interest which arises in the mind at the 
mention of the word BIBLE is considered in 
that straightforward style which has made the 
volumes of Mr. Graves so extensively sought 
after. 


Cloth, large 12mo., 440 pp. Price, $2.00, 
stage free. 
postage fi D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th St,, New York, 


Something New for the Asthma! 
My Asthma Remedy will relieve the worst suf- 


money. It will be sent with full direction for | ferer in five minutes, Two months’ supply in 
4 . 9. M. PERT, each package, Try it. Only 25 cts. a package, 
Sana Ma Lyndon, Osage | ey Address N.H. IVINS, Middleburg, In 


T 
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Gems of Thought. 


Pacan self-assertion is one of the elements of 
human work as well as Christian seif-denial.— 


. John Sterling. 


Tue best rule, in all parts of the world, as in 
London i'self, is to be independent of other 
men's minds.—Hacaulay. 


JusSTIOE and prudence are virtues which can 
exist only in & moderate degree, and which 
change their nature and their name if pushed 
to excess.— Macaulay. i 


WELL, suppose life be a desert! There are 
halting places, and shades, and refreshiog 
waters; let us proflt by them to-day We know 
that we must march on when to-morrow comes 
and tramp on our destiny onward.— Thackeray. 


Ir Christianity teaches us to observe the 
Golden Rule for Christ’s sake. Darwinism tells 
us to obey it for humanity's sake. If the one 
says, Do it in order to reach heaven hereafter, 
the other says. Do itin order to make heavon 
here, — W. H. Spencer. d 


Hownos to those who hav falled ; 
And to those whose war-vessels sank in the 
sea; 
And to those who sank themselves in the sea; 
And tothe numberless unknown heroes equal 
to the greatest heroes known. 
— Walt Whitman. 


THosz unfortunate men who in early life as- 
sume the vows and offices of dogmatic religion, 
whose tenets their minds afterward outgrow, 
may be likened to young animals captured and 
caged. At first, kindly nurtured, theirs is a 
pleasant state; but soon they find the cage a 
cage, and the ability to get food outside of it 
is gone.—Anon 


Tuose who hav not thoroughly examined to 
the bottom of their own tenets must confess 
they are unfit to prescribe to others; and are 
unreasonable in imposing that as truth on 
other men's belief which they themselves hav 
not searched into, nor weighed the arguments 
of probability on which they should receive or 
reject it.— Locke. 


From Lord Gray’s I went to visit ——, whom I 
found unchanged, except that they are become 
a little more Methodistical, I endeavored in 
vain to giv them more cheerful ideas of relig- 
ion; to teach them that God is nota jealous, 
childish, mercliess tyrant; that he is best served 
by a regular tenor of good actions—not by bad 
singing, ili-composed prayers, and eternal ap- 
prehensions. But the luxury of false religion 
is to be unhappy.—Sydney Smith. 


THE sentenca, “Dust thou art, and to dust 
thou shalt return,’ may seem a hard one; but 
as it cannot be reversed or modified, it must be 
accepted with submission; and in default of 
another life, the honest man will make the most 
of the life he has: not necessarliy saying with 
the sensualist, "Let us eat and drink, for to- 
morrow we die,” but with the hero reminding 
himself that he must “work while it is day, for 
the night cometh in which no man can work,"— 
0. B. Frothingham. 


Never giv way to melancholy; nothing en- 
eroaches more; I fight against it vigorous!y. 
One great remedy is to take short views of life. 
Are you happy now? Ate you likely to remain 
so till this evening? or next week? or next 
month? or next year? Then why destroy pres- 
ent happiness by distant misery which may 
never come at all, or you may never liv to see 
it? for every substantial grief has twenty shad- 
ows, and most of them shadows of your own 
making.—Sydney Smith. 


Never teach false morality. How exquisitely 
absurd it is to tell girls that beauty is of no 
value, dress of no use! Beauty is of value; her 
whole. prospects and happiness in life may 
often depend on a new gown or & becoming 
bonnet, and if she has five grains of common 
sense she will flnd it ont. The great thing is to 
teach her their just value, and that there must 
bé something better under the bonnet than a 
pretty face for real happiness. But never sac- 
rifice truth.—Sydney Smith, 


THE idea that women hav a mission and 
peculiar righta is wrong; but equally wrong, 
perhaps more foolishly wrong, is the idea that 
woman is only the shadow and attendant image 
of her lord, owIng him a thoughtless and ser- 
vile obedience. and supported altogether in her 
weakness by the pre-eminence of his fortitude. 
This is the most foolish of all errors respecting 
her who was to be the helpmate of man. As if 
he could be helped effectively by a shadow or 
worthily by a slavel—Huskin. 


"T18 well! from this day forward we snail know 
That in ourselves our safety must be sought; 
That by our own right hands it must be 
wrought, 

That we must stand unpropped or be laid low. 
O dastard, whom such foretaste doth not cheer! 
We shall exult, if they who rule the land 
Be men who hold its many blessings denr, 
Wise, upright. valiant; not a servile band, 
Who areto judge the danger which they fear, 
And honor which they do not understand, 

— Wordsworth, 


Wat most directly and above everything 
else makes us happy is cheerfulness of mind, 
for this ex elient gift is its own reward. He 
who is naturally joyous has every reason to be 
so, for the simple reason that he is as he is. 
Nothing can compensate like cheerfulness for 
the lack of other possessions, while in iteelf it 
makes up for all others, A man may be young, 
well favored, rich, honored, happy, but if we 
would ascertain whether or no he be happy, we 
must put the question, Is he cheerful? If heis 
cheerfv], then it matters not whether he be 
young or old, straight or crooked, rieh or poor; 
heishsppy,—Sohopenhauer, ^77 ^ 07 


Odds and Ends 


‘No oLERGYMAN ever hooked another clergy- 
man's sermon, Though, to be sure, he may 
hav won them at a church raffe. 


every one as he slowly rises from theslippery 
epot on which he so suddenly sat down. 


* NorHINe.” says Oolonel Forney, "so quickly 
dries up a woman's tears as a kisa.” Ladies 
who are about to weep will please apply at this 
office. Consultation free. 


“Yes, thank you, dear Jamie, 'tis excelien' 


sherry.” .— ) " 
She said: "tis refreshing and nourishing 
very: - . 


I never take water, you know, With my dinners 
Because, sinee the fl od, it has tasted of sin- 
ners.” ^ 


AN old Scotch lady was told that her minister 
used notes; but would not believe it. Said one, 
"Gang into the gallery and see.” She did so. 
and saw the written sermon. After the luck. 
less preacher had concluded his reading on the 
last page. he said, "But I will not enlarge,” 
The old woman called out from her lofty posi- 
tion, " Ye canna, ye canna, for your paper's gie 
oot.” 


Ms. LoNerkELLOw is at last getting down tc 
every-day subjects, as the latest jewel from his 
pen shows: 

Bessie is swinging in the sunlight, 
Singing merrily the while, 
And the gleam of her striped stockings 
Can be seen about a mile.” 
—Chicago Tribune. 


A youne man, who had just returned froma 
long journey, clasping his. adored one ina lov- 
ing embrace in a dimly-lighted parlor, was 
seized with a great terror that, for an instant, 
paralyzed all his energies. "Oh, my darling,” 
said he, wildly. " why didn't you write me oi 
this? What is it—spinal disease? or hav you 
dislocated some of your ribs, that you are ob- 
liged to wear this broad leather bandage ?” 
“ Oh, love,” shegently murmured, " this is only 
my new belt. I would hav got a broader one, 
but it would not go under my arms.” ^ 


CONBOLATION. 
You may talk of the innocent Eve, 
Ot the avple, perhaps a persimmon, 
Whate’er you would hav me believe, 
I've got my opinion of woman, 


Just glance over history now, 

From creation on down to this minute; 
There ne’er was ascandal or row 

But woman was some way mixed in it. 


Yet here is occasion for mirth, 

For a compact the maker has given, 
Tue women are angels on earth, 

But men are the angels in heaven! 


ONE KIND OF A MIRACLE, 


The Deutsche Zeitung prints the following in 
the report of & village school inspection. The 
examiner is trying to explain to the fat-headed 
listeners the character of amiracle, He asksa 
scholar: 

“ What is a miracle?” 

* I don’t know, sir.” 

"lIt—all at once—the sun appeared in the 
heavens at night what would you say it was?” 

"The moon.” 

** But, if you were told it was thesun, what 
would you say ?” 

"Td say it was a lie.” 

“Now, I never lie, Suppose I told you it was 
the sun ?” 

The scholar, after a mement’s deep reflection, 
bobbed his head. 

“Please, sir, I'd say you Were drunk." 


A HARD WINTER. 


During the drizzle yesterday afternoon there 
was a choice crowd of old citizens under the 
porticoes ot the City Hail; and one such group 
was joined by a threadbare stranger, who 
scratched his itching back against the carving 
of one of the pillars, and asked: 

" Gentlemen, is this going to bea hard win- 
ter?" 

“It is.” replied every man together. 

fan Ork wili be scarce and provisions high, 
eh?" 

“ Yes," they replied, 

" Weather will beso all-flred cold that water 
will burst all the water- pipes. I suppose?” 

* Yes, it will,” 

"Won't be any show for a poor man like me?” 

* Not a bit.” 

“Td probably freezs to death while looking 
for a job." p 

"You would—you would." 

"Well, that's what I thought, and I want to 
arrange to go to the work-house for three 
months. I don’t want to go as a ‘vag,’ because 
that’s low down. Pd rather be charged with 
assault and battery. Will one of you gentlemen 
please let me cuff your hat and then ask the 
officer to arrest me?” 

After some hesitation one citizen with more 
philanthropy than the others stepped out. His 
plug hat was jammed clear down to his top 
vest-button at a blow. he was knocked right and 
left by cuff; on the head, and, as a climax, was 
whirled around and given several kicks which 
welghed forty pounds apiece,” 

“There,” said the stranger. as he shut off 
steam and slowed up. “That fixes both of us; 
you'll remember me, and I'l remember you, 
and you may call an officer.” 

Some of the group called one out of the corri- 
dor, but the officer said he could not make such 
an arrest unless he saw the fight or had a war- 
rant. 

“Very well. replied the stranger, as he 
moved off, "I am willing to submit to your 
maturer judgment and experience, and I can't 
wait hereall day. Good-bye, prophets. Ithink 
my best way will be to get into Canada and 
leave your hard old winterto run herselt”. : 


Tars isa hard, hard world, is the verdict of 
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Notes and Clippings. 


A DEATH-BED repentance is a good thing as a 
last resort, but for solid comfort it is a little too 
uncertain, 


IN Somerville, Mass., the Broadway Oongre- , 
gational church is quarreling over the alleged 
heterodoxy of its pastor. 


A RELIGIOUS newspaper reports that a clergy- 
man near Pittsburgh has been “ afflicted in the 
death of his father-in-law.” 


Tux Moniteur Universel announces that Alex- 
ander Dumas is at work upon à new romance of 
real life, of a highly anti-clerical type. The 
principal character is a Jesuit, who plays a dis- 
ingenuous role in a family circle into which he 
is introduced. 


Tuk zeal of the St. Louis people has greatly 
abated in regard to the evangelical services of 
Moody and Sankey. The throngs are great, 
but the inguirers are comparatively few. 
Moody does not know what to make of it, the 
condition of taings is 80 entirely different from 
his experiences within the last few years. 


Some statistician has ascertained that Brook- 
lyn has one church for every 1,721 inhabitants ; 
Washington, one for 932; Oleveland, one for 
every, 1,044 ; New Orleans, one for every 1,946; 
Oincinnati, one for every 1,350; Baltimore, one 
for every 1,412 ; Boston, one for every 1,166; Bt. 
Louis, one for every 1,852; New York, one for 
every 2,613, 


Pror. O. A. PRELPS is engaged to debate the 
proposition, " The Bible is entirely of human 
origin; is absurd and unscientific; and teaches 
a very defective code of morals.” The first 
debate takes place at Cottonwood. Kan., Jan 12th 
with Rey. Taylor; second at Neosho, Falls, Jan. 
24th, opponent not yet named. These debates 
last for eight days each. 


MR. BeEouER’s recent utterances on the Bible 
hav stirred up quite a respectable ecclesiastical 
hornet’s nest. He is charged by the ministers 
with giving aid and comfort to the enemy, and 
they claim that there is no justification for his 
using words that are " working likethe poison 
of asps.” And yet Mr. Beecher still says he told 
the truth. We think he did. 


In Minneapolis, Minn,, Ohristmas morning at 
four o’clock, while the thermometer registered 
37° below zero, a Swede girl, Grettia Jernstrom 
by name, got up and went to the Swede mission 
to attend divine services. When she arrived it 
was found that her feet were frozen. She sat by 
the stove all through the service. when some 
generous Christian gave her street-car fare and 
sent her to her employer’s home, 


THE great scandal caused in ritualist circles 
in England over the presentation of a wafer 
from the church in Bordesley. in the court of 
Arches, has been finally settled. The arch- 
bishop cf Oanterbury writes to anxious inquir- 
ers thatthe wafer has been placed in his hands, 
and he has caused it to be “reverently con- 
sumed.” He adds that it is plain to him that 
bread in an illegal form has been administered 
in the church in Bordesley. Terrible! 


"Trs well to walk with a cheerful heart, 
Wher'er our duties call, 

With a friendly glance and an open hand, 
And a gentle word for all. 


Since life is a thorny and difficult path, 
Where toil is the portion of man, 
We all should endeavor while passing along 
To make it as smooth us we can. 
—Mary J. Penckner. 


Snow the clergymen’s agitation against the 
" mixed marriage” system of the Oneida Com- 
munity, twenty weddings hav taken place there. 
These. with twenty-five couples who had become 
members after wedlock, make forty-five mar- 
ried couples. The population is 299, 57 of whom 
are children under ten, and 26 young people 
under twenty. One member is over ninety years 
of age; five over eighty; 26 over seventy; 57 
over sixty; 97 over fifty; 143 over forty; 191 over 
thirty; and 216 over twenty. 


A STATUE of Eve is talked of in San Francisco 
according to the News Letter, which givs the fol- 
lowing report of a woman’s meeting on the sub- 
ject; “They praised up Eve and run down 


Adam awfully. Adam was mean. He told tales 
on Eve about that apple. Eve didn’t tell on 
Adam; she was true as steel. When the dread- 
ful day came, and the deputy sheriff ejected 
them from their homestead, Eve didn’t stand 
there blubbering, but set to work at once and 
made Adam an ulster of fig leaves and herself à 
new petticoat, She deserves and must hav a 
statue,” 


RELIGION is now treated by its fashionable 
expositors from the pulpit as a thing more or 
less apart from the daily life of humanity. It 
is studied from the artistic point of view, from 
the scientific, from the mystical, Butit is not 
presented to fashionable congregations as em- 
bodying acode of ethical precepts which it is 
their business to translate into the practice of 
daily life. The common sense and the right feel- 
ing of mankind hav happily often been superior 
to the doctrines of their spirltual teachers, and 
the time has gone by when the conduct or the 
aspirations of humanity were controlled by the 
dogmatic homiletics of the pulpit.—London 
World, 


In a Dubuque church, before the opening of 
the Sunday morning service. a man in a front 
pew pulled a paper from his pocket and began 
to read, He became so wholly absorbed that he 
did not observe the preacher when he arose to 
read the biblical lesson, nor did he hear the 
loud and eloquent prayer that was afterward 
offered. From page to page of the paper the 
reader glanced, rustling the crisp sheet in his 
hands uutil every eye in the church was at- 
tracted to him, The preacher was embarrassed 
and the congregation smiled and scowled, ac- 
cording as they thought the matter funny or 
sad. Finally the choir struck up a hymn, " Giv 
Ear, Ye Sinners, to the Gall.” and the absorbed 
reader dropped his paper and gave heed. 


Mr. EDWIN ARNOLD writes in rapture with 
Buddhism and Buddha. He sums up Buddha’s 
“ Five Rules” elegantly as follows: 


Kill not—for Pity’s sake—and lest ye slay 
The meanest thing upon its upward way. 


Giv freely and receive, but take from none 
By greed, or force, or fraud. what is its own. 


Bear not false witness, slander not, nor lie; 
Truth is the speech of inward purity. 


Shun drugs and drinks which work the wit 
abuse; 
Clear minds. clean bodies, need no Soma juice. 


Touch not thy neighbor’s wife: neither commit 
Sins of the flesh, unlawful or unfit, 


These laws would seem to us at least half as 
good as the Hebrew Decalogue. The wicked 
would say twice a8 good.—Argonaut, 


A THEOLOGIOAL scene of great excitement oc- 
curred in Jeffersonville, Ind., recently. The 
Rev. Mr. Brown had been holding a protracted 
meeting, and announced that on the evening in 
question he would preach a sermon to skeptics 
and Infidels. He also offered a reward of five 
dollars to any Infidel who would present a con- 
tradictory passage of scripture which he could 
not explain. Dr. Reuben Dailey accepted the 
challenge. There was a crowded house, but 
when Dailey rose to refute Brown, the latter 
ordered the choir to strike up,and when the 
singing stopped be pronounced the benedic- 
tion; then the meeting dissolved in admirable 
disorder. The men gesticulated, the women 
screamed. Dr. Dailey was arrested for disturb- 
ing a religious meeting, and altogether the de- 
nouement was anything but favorable to the 
reverend’s fairness, He proved himself a bigot 
of the bluest kind. 


TuE Rev. Dr. SHERWoOD,of Brooklyn, has not 
a very high opinion of religious editors. '' Some 
of them,” he says, " had not thse decency to wait 
until the trial (of Talmage) was ended, but 


; irrespective of evidence and all rules of judicial 


fairness. acquitted the accused and condemned 
the prosecution,” The Doctor thinks the glory 
has departed from the religious press and rests 
upon the secular, and hence he has little or no 
faith in the conductors of the church newspa- 
pers who underrate the conscience and intelli- 
gence and good sense and judicial fairness and 
regard for the good name of religion on the 
part of the great body of belieyers when they 
make such a demand on a question so yital and 
so sweeping in its relations. The Doctor would 
despair of the church of the future, he says, if 
he helieved its policy and duty and character 


were to be mainly shaped and controlled by the 
organs of religious thought. He shows that 
they hav been behind instead of being foremost 
onsuch moral questions as temperance, slavery, 
and other reforms of the age. 


AT a dance in the Seventh Ward the other 
night the bishop expressed himself highly dis- 
pleased with the round dances. He said that it 
was condemned by the priesthood, and if the 
saints could not get along wtthout round 
dances they had better go home. The young 
people remonstrated with him, but all to no 
purpose. "If you will waltz, let meshow you 
how to do it," said he, and he got on the floor 
with a 183-pound blonde. The band struck up 
the " Blue Danube." and down the hall glided 
the bishop and the blonde. The tips of her 
fingers touched his, a cruel cold space between 
them. This was the church method—the arms- 
length waltz. Soon there was a slight contrac- 
tion of the arms and the space between them 
gradually decreased. Presently one arm encir- 
cled the fairform. The blonde was the first to 
giv way, and her cheek looked like a sunflower 
in a turnip field as it rested on the shoulder of 
the bishop. Bound and round they went, and 
the fascinating, weird-like strains floated like 
heavenly music to his soul, Forgotten was the 
round-dance dogma of the church, and by the 
calm smile that stole across his face we knew 
that theology was defeated and one man at least 
utterly indifferent to a future punishment.— 
Salt Lake Tribune, 


WE are informed by a Correspondent resi- 
dent of Reno, Pa., of an example of Christian 
intolerance and discrimination which savors 
more of religious persecution than anything 
we hav heard of since the editor of this paper 
was imprisoned for opinion’s sake. It appears 
that to bolster up a Methodist church and min- 
ister, the latter being unable to exist on faith 
alone, a certain oil company of that place de- 
cided to make an assessment of from five to ten 
dollars per capita upon its employees for the 
benefit of the said church and minister. The 
rate of assessment was governed by the amount 
of piety possessed by the workmen—those hay- 
ing the most faith paying the least money and 
vice versa, thus literally fulfilling the injunc- 
tion, " Whomsoever hath not from him shall be 
taken.” Those who refused to pay this out- 
rageous tax,even though they had never at- 
tended the church, for whose support they were 
being muleted, were threatened by the company 
with dismissal. This brought most of them to 
the company’s terms, There were, however, 
two men. Liberals, who had the courage to keep 
their money in their pockets and their souls in 
their own keeping, As & result, these two men 
are at work at three-fourths time, while the 
church and minister are flourishing at their 
expense. This isa kind of " vicarious atone- 
ment" which should not be encouraged. 


Tur Langhorne Beacon says: " Dr. Rossvally, 
the converted Jew. who is so well known in the 
vicinity of Langhorne, and who recently "done" 


up the churches in this place, is just now re- 
ceiving agreat deal of attention in the news- 


papers, the articles being copied from a paper 
published at Cincinnati, He is charged with 
being & "fraud." Itissaidthat he came to this 
country from Germany on account of a larceny 
there; that he was an assistant surgeon in the 
rebel army and was court-martialed and 
drummed out of camp; afterwards came North 
and engaged in counterfeiting, and was con- 
fined in the New York State Prison at Auburn, 
where he received a pardon fromthe Governor 
on account of his alleged conversion through 
the efforts of Moody. the evangelist, and since 
that time he has been engsged in running 
cam p-meetings, ete,, on his own account and 
is said to be making money at it, At last ac- 
counts he was “lecturing” at Plainfleld, New 
Jersey.” This isthe man who runa Methodist 
camp-meeting at Langhorne last August, and 
whe took partioular delight in telling his audi- 
ence if they attended the Spiritualists’ camp- 
meeting, which was being held at Nesham- 
miny Falls, about two miles away, they would 
get further in hel] in an hour than he could 
take them out in six years. He lectured in the 
churches of Doylestown. Pa., about three weeks 
ago, The most noted part of his discourse was 
that against rum, which he stole from Robert 
G, Ingersoll’s address to ajury, He has sug- 
eeeded pretty weli jn bleeding the good shep- 
herds of the fock ha oined at Aubugn, 


Events of the Week. 


" id Maine election troubles are still at fever 
eat, : 


THERE are now ten thousand miners on strike 
in Belgium, 


AN English clergyman has been convicted of 
being drunk in the pulpit, 


Six persons were recently killed by a boller 
explosion in Paris, France, 

HEAvy storms hav lately visited the Azores, 
doing much damage to shipping. 


Bisuor Haven, one of the leading members of 
the Methodist church, died on the 3d, 


REGENT storms in England hay caused much 
damage to shipping and great loss of life, 


Less than a hundred and fifty yards of the St, 
Gothard tunnel remains to be cut through. 


LoNDoN, Ontario, is partially submerged bya 
flood. Several bridges hav been swept away. 


A Locomotive boiler exploded at Dallas, Tex,, 
n me ath, killing one man and injuring sev-, 
ral, 


| ELEVEN more of the crew and passengers of 


the lost steamer Borussa hav been picked up 
at sea, 


Pants of Paris are flooded and much damage 


done to the wharves by a sudden freshet In the 
Seine, 


GnEAT floods occurred in the Canary Islands 
On the 21st. ult, Houses and crops were de- 
stroyed. 


Over forty bodies av lately been stolen from 


& cemetery in Richmond, Virginia, by body- 
snatchers. 


DENIS KrARNEY is in this city. He has come 


East as a delegate to the Greenback Oonvention 
at Washington, 


A boy three years of age was frozen to death 
at Fall River, Mass,, recently, He had wandered 
from home and got lost. 


DUBING the past year there were 101 men 
hanged in due course of law, and 74 lynched, 
Of course all went to heaven. 


Braterrifle explosion in a celluloid factory 
in Newark, N. J., on the 6th, five men were 
killed and several severely injured. 


THAT portion of Russia lying between the 
livers Volga and Don is famine stricken, and 
many persons hav already perished. 


Four persons were burnt to death and five 
others fatally injured by the burning of ahall, 
in this city on last Monday morning, 


Foug murderers were taken from the jail at 
Amite City, La., on the 28th ult., escorted to a 
piece of woods outside of town, and lynched, 


A youn lady at Lyons N, Y., a few days ago, 
shot and killed her father and then committed 


suicide. She was crazed by the death of her 
lover, 


KING ALPHONSO of Spain was the latest tar- 
get fora would-be assassin. As usual, the bul- 
let m ened its mark and the king escaped unin- 
jured. 


A OHEMIsT in Scotland claims to hav discov- 
ered how to make artificial diamonds, Several 
that he has made are undergoing tests in Lon- 
don at present, 


RIOTING has commenced among the agitators 
in Ireland, At a recent meeting in Galway, 
which ended in a iiof, the people were fired 
upon by the constabulary. 


THE five floors of a large brewery in Syracuse 
gave way, not long since, dropping several 
thousand bushels of malt into Onondaga Creek. 
Only two persons were hurt, 


GENERAL PIEROLA has been proclaimed Dic- 
tator of Peru. He promises to retrieve the 
losses of the war with Chili, Prado, the de- 
posed president, has fled to Panama for safety. 
The revolution was effected without bloodshed. 


‘THREE passenger cars jumped the track ren 
cently at Mendotte, Minn. One of the cars, a 
sleeper, rolled down a sixty-foot embankment: 
and was smashed to pieces. The passengers 
were taken out insensible, though none were 
killed, 
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Spiritualism from a Materialistic Standpoint.!of trance speakers, or mesmerized, as we have seen 


BY B. F. UNDERWOOD.—CONCLUDED. 


Observe, further, the contradictory character of 
these communications. One spirit will tell you one 


thing and another something diametrically opposite; : 


and this in regard to matters of fact, and not simply 
concerning speculative pom For instance, it is 
still debated among Spiritualists and mediums 
whether there are brutes in the spirit world, because 
some spirits say yes, while others as positively say 
no. And yet we are on the very “boundaries of 
another world? and in daily conversation with its 
inhabitants. If two persons claim to have been to 
Europe, and one reports that there are no horses 
there, and the other that they are there just as they 
are here; and if we extend our inquiries, and ask 
hundreds and thousands the same question, and we 
find that they answer yes or no, as they are fond of 
or dislike the animal, what should we think if such a 
thing were possible? And yet thousands of pre- 
tended spirits, claiming to bein many cases relatives 
and friends, say that all the animals of earth con- 
tinue to exist, as individuals, after death, with dis- 
positions and proclivities such as they possessed on 
earth—that they see them every day just as they see 
the spirits of their own race. Other thousands, just 
as intelligent, and apparently with equal sincerity, 
say that there are no brutes in the spirit world. 
Some of our pretended invisible friends and teach- 
ers tells us that, animals losing their identity at 
death, their spirits are resolved into “elementary 
primates and afford food for the spirits of human 
eings. Other spirits solemnly declare “through 
the mediums ” that no food is used or needed in that 
invisible world. I once heard a distinguished trance- 
speaker say that the relation of the sexes is con- 
tinued after death; that human beings are there 
begotten, and ushered into existence, and pass 
through the stages of infancy, childhood, adoles- 
cence, and manhood and womanhood, as they do 
here. Other communications—one from Socrates, 
and another from Lord Bacon among the many— 
assure me that the notion of births in the world of 
spirits is false, and must have come from some 
lying, mischievous spirits. Appealing to men and 
women of common sense, I ask, is it not evident 
that these utterances and messages about the land 
of spirits are simply the vagaries of the mediums’ 
own brains? 
"The common explanation that—the instruments 
which the spirits employ being defective—the con- 
trolis imperfect, and that these contradictions and 
inanities are due largely to that cause, was never 
satisfactory to me. If a medium has defective or 
diseased organs of speech, I can understand that a 
spirit might have difficulty in speaking through the 
medium, for it has to use these organs to speak; but 
since a spirit does not depend (so we are told) on 
the brain of à medium for its thought, its knowl- 
edge, its wisdom, why should the imperfection of 
the medium’s brain, or the ignorance of the medi- 
um's mind, be urged in behalf of Cicero and Web- 
ster, when they have spoken fluently, without let or 
hindrance, for a full hour, and talked only transcen- 
dental fustian of the cheapest quality ? Why should 
this be offered in excuse and apology for Thomas 
Paine and Theodore Parker when they have con- 
trolled à medium to write rapidly whole pages with- 
out giving one strong, vigorous sentence, without 
attempting to demonstrate any proposition, orto put 
together a series of sensible statements having a 
perceptible connection with one another ? 

Clairvoyance is often appealed to by Spiritualists 
in support of their theory. My investigations have 
never brought to my view one genuine case of clair- 
voyance. I do not deny the reality of the condition; 
but of the scores of clairvoyants I have tested, I 
have never yet found one person who has given me 

- any evidence of his or her ability to see objects at a 
distance. Ido not believe there is one in Boston 
who can stand on one end of this platform and tell 
me four words, written on a paper, that I may hold 
in my hand at the opposite end. But it is possible 
that there are rare instances of vision without the 
direct use of the eyes, and medical journals contain 
accounts of such cases in diseased persons. But, if 
true, does clairvoyance prove the existence of 
spirits? Some electricians have suggested the pos- 
sibility of communications between two batteries, 
placed at elevated positions, without the use of 
wires? It may yet be realized. And possibly two 
living galvanic batteries, human brains, may, in 
certain states and under exceptional and peculiar 
conditions, have communications when at a distance, 
I do not affirm this; I say its possibility, supposing 
clairvoyance real, should make us cautious in draw- 
ing the conclusion that spirits are concerned in the 
phenomenon. 

It is said persons see spirits. Some see them in 
daylight, and with eyes wide open. I have talked 
with many such persons. I believe they are gener- 
ally honest, and my conviction is quite as strong 
that they are in a state of chronic mental aberration. 
Quite a large class of persons see spirits in the dark, 
generally in circles; or when they are in an abnormal 
state of mind ; whether self-induced, as in the case 


persons under the influence of Grimes and other 
experienced manipulators. Are the visions of per- 
sons generally diseased in body and mind, in these 
abnormal states, to be taken for sober realities? If 
80, we may as well prepare to believe anything and 
everything that is fanciful, strange, and wild. 

The strangest and most talked-of manifestations 
just now are the so-called materializations, accounts 
of which from different places come to us thick and 
fast. Concerning those which I have seen, it may 
be justly said that “distance lends enchantment to 
the view." They never comé up to the expectations 
which are raised by the published accounts. J have 
never been at one of these materializations when the 
conditions were such as to preclude the possiblity of 
fraud. On the contrary, they are such as to pre- 
vent rigid scrutiny and thorough investigation, and 
to create strong doubts as to the fair and honorable 
character of the performances. Without the time 
or the money to visit all the places advertised, I 
have to form my opinion of these “ manifestations ” 
generally from those which I have seen. Of these I 
am ‘obliged to say that the conditions were to some 
extent such conditions as would be imposed if fraud 
were to be practiced; and in the absence of evidence 
of the appearance of spirits, I must decline to believe 
that the faces I saw were the faces of persons wno 
had passed from earth, or were faces manufactured 
by spizits to make themselves visible to the dull 
eyes of mundane beings. If these materializations 
are, as I believe, fraudulent performances, they will 
be so conducted that visitors will not be afforded an 
opportunity to expose them. Theconditions will be 
such as to favor concealment and fraud. Ninety- 


‘nine out of a hundred must go away astounded by 


the exhibitions, as they do from those of Anderson, 
or the Japanese performers. Must one, therefore, 
be charged with obstinacy if he can neither believe 
that these peformances are by spirits, nor understand 
how they are produced? Weare frequently told of 
the performances in the presence of Prof. Crookes. 
No doubt they were ingenious. Those attested to 
solemnly by the truthful and noble, but unfortunate, 
Robert Dale Owen would be regarded as quite as 
satisfactory but for the discovery which led to the 
exposure of the medium who practiced the decep- 
tion. Crookes’ name carries weight as a scientist; 
but we may be permitted to believe he is fallible, 
and that,if the facts were known, it would appear 
that he was as much deceived as Mr. Owen. “In 
theology," some one has said, “we balance authori- 
ties; in science, we weigh facts.” 

Making an allowance for deception and fraud, I 
do not question that there are unexplained phe- 
nomena under the name of Spiritualism. There are 
some which I have witnessed that I have never seen 
satisfactorily explained. Some of the explanations 


aré as difficult to accept as the theory of spiritual 


agency. But although I have attended circles, and 


witnessed the usual doings which are ascribed to 
spirits, in many states of this Union, I have never 
seen any satisfactory proofs that invisible intelligent 
beings, once inhabitants of this earth, now exist, 


and havé'the power of manifesting themselves to us. 

One of the bad features of Spiritualism is that it 
encourages and develops marvelousness. People 
come to delight in ghost stories; and the morestrange 
and extraordinary, the more important and interest- 
ing they are. The tendency of ghostly literature is 
to destroy the desire for substantial intellectual food. 
The doings of spirits become, to the mind, more im- 
portant than the concerns of earth. That the ten- 
dency of some of the teachings and performances of 
Spiritualism is to develop insanity, when there is a 
predisposition thereto, does not, I think, admit of 
doubt. A spiritual circle, with real or imaginary 
invisible beings prowling about in the dark, commu- 
nicating in whispers, or producing strange souuds, is 
not just the place for an individual whose mind is in 
an unhealthful condition. I do not urge this against 
the truth of Spiritualism, but. I mention it as one of 
its tendencies, which ought not to be ignored by 
Spiritualists themselves. Many cases of insanity 
have been attributed to Spiritualism, when the per- 
sons had a tendency to insanity from their birth. It 
would be truer to say that there are some things in 
Spiritualism for which persons with predispositions 
to insanity have an affinity, and to which they are 
attracted. 

Spiritualism is frequently charged with havin 
produced a vast amount of domestic discord, an 
encouraged licentious views and practices. I have no 
doubt that thousands have been led to separate from 
their partners for the reason that pretended spirits 
have advised them to look elsewhere for their “ affini- 
ties." ‘Thousands who have been brought up to be- 
lieve in the authority of a book, on becoming Spirit- 
ualists, have but transferred their reverence and their 
allegiance to spirit guides, whose word and advice 
with them is the highest authority. Taking advan- 
tage of this weakness, mediums, some of them 


honestly and others dishonestly, have been able o | 


exert an influence that cannot be fully appreciated, 
While I do not see anything in the philosophy of 
Spiritualism that interferes with the domestic rela- 


lamentable extent. 


‘policy to question them. 


large class of pretended spirits, and the importance 
and authority attached to their views and counsels 
by multitudes of people, have had no good effect on 
our social condition. 


I only say, I am sure, what candid Spiritualists 


know and deplore, when I say that Spiritualism is 


accompanied by fraud of the worst kind, and to a 
Thousands live on the sick and 
the credulous under various names, with no claims 
to confidence whatever. By flaming advertisements 
many are induced to send their dollars to heartless 


persons who are too lazy to work, and too shrewd to 


rob in the usual way. Fortune-telling is carried on 
by persons who in some places are prominently 
identified with Spiritualism. Their cards crowd the 
columns of the Spiritual journals, whose editorial 
silence would seem to indicate either that they 
acknowledge their claims, or they do not think it 
And so thousands are 
systematically swindled. . Dark circles are held 
nightly in our cities by persons recognized as cheats 


and humbugs by the better class of Spiritualists ; 


and these same persons make themselves prominent 
at the Spiritualist meetings, where they distribute 
their cards, and advertise their nefarious business. 


Nobody utters a public protest, although the honest 


Spiritualists in private confess and lament the fact. 


If a fraud is exposed, there are almost everywhere 


accomplices or unscrupulous friends to come out in 
defense of the medium, who gets advertised thereby, 
and in the end comes to be regarded as a victim of 
malice and bigotry. For these, and other reasons 
which could be stated, and which are not less cred- 
itable to Spiritualists, there are large numbers who 
accept the philosophy, standing aloof from it, who 
will not attend Spiritualist meetings, nor have any- 
thing to do with the public demonstration. Some 
of my statements may be thought severe, but their 
severity is in their truth. I am not prejudiced 
against Spiritualism, nor have I any disposition to 
speak harshly of its adherents. In as far as Spirit- 
ualists oppose the superstitions and follies of the 
church, they have my cordial sympathy ; and their 
peculiar views in regard to the existence and com- 
municative powers of supra-mundane beings have 
ever received from me respectful consideration, 
although I am unable to accept them. But when 
dishonesty and fraud appear under the name of Spir- 
itualism, I should be untrue to myself if I failed to 
denounce such impositions as freely as if practiced 
by those connected with the church. Spiritualism 
has suffered less from its open enemies than by the 
knavery of some and the credulity of others within 
its ranks,‘ and by the machinery which it furnishes 
unscrupulous men and women for swindling the 
ignorant and the superstitious. 

Much can be said in favor of modern Spiritualism. 
No doubt, like other systems, it is a source of com- 
fort to multitudes that no longer rely on the teach- 
ings of the churches in which they were brought up, 
I know many who are happy in the belief that their 
loved ones are around them, and ready to welcome 
them beyond the portals of death. Without doubt, 
Spiritualism has assisted very largely to destroy faith 
in the authortative character of the Bible. Many 
have been emancipated from the thraldom of the 
orthodox superstition who could have escaped in no 
other way. They found in Spiritualism a field for 
the exercise of that marvelousness which before 
was fed by the fables of the Bible; and while the 
pleasant belief in immortal life was increased, it was 
divested of the horrors of the old faith. Spirit- 
ualism has gone among a class that Materialism 
could not reach, and done a work that Materialism 
could not do, except by a long period of education 
and experience. It could be shown that modern 
Spiritualism, by destroying old standards, and famil- 
iarizing the people with the discussion of sacred 
subjects, has encouraged freedom of thought and 
liberality of sentiment. 

. lean only add in conclusion that while I am no 
Spiritualist, I think that Spiritualism in the present 
transitional stage of thought is doing a work that is 
much needed, the value of which, however, would 
be increased, if through its prese and its influential 
advocates it could be brought to oppose with 
* righteous indignation” the frauds and corruptions 
which now have protection under its wing. There 
is so much in the theory and history of modern 
Spiritualism that it isin marked contrast to the 
popular theology; its teachings in many respects 
are so far in advance of those of the churches; its 
literature so much more liberal and in keeping with 
the spirit of the century; its press and its platform 
so comparatively free, and the intelligent and in- 
formed among its adherents so much more courteous 
and generous in the treatment of its opponents, that 
it has required from me something of a sacrifice of 


personal feeling to offer the criticisms which I have 


uttered, and which I believe 


pete justice and impartiality 
mand. 


——— — 9 ,99— ————— 


JEWELS, with their light, fre, and color, hav a life of 


their own, a8 if they were the last results of sun and time 
at work upon the precious secretions of the earth, Each 


; : : stone seems like an imprisoned spirit shut up i x 
tion, it must be admitted that the teachings of a! ously beautiful shell, 2 Pease AER 
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Discussion. 


Debate between Prof. W. F. Jamieson and Rey. 
Jacob Ditzler, D. D.— Continued. 


Proposition.—‘‘ The Christian religion and the Bible 
tend to immorality and the injury of society.” 


MR. JAMIESON'S SPEECH.—CONTINU ED. 


My good friend appears to be disturbed, and even 
imbittered, to-night. Didn’t you sleep well? I 
never felt more serene, thank you! and the longer I 
debate the better I feel; hence, I asked for this 
extra night. Perhaps our good-natured wordy war 
has not gone to suit you. My dear, reverend friend 
intimates that I am so tantalizing. Oh, well now, 
don’t take it to heart ; like some peoples’ prayers, I 
mean nothing bad. Toward my friend I feel kind as 
a kitten. Why should I not? My opponent was so 
generous a gentleman that in the early part of this 
debate he handed over to me the best brains of the 
Christian church, and labeled them “Infidel.” They 
were all Infidels, He had no use forthem. I might 
hav them! Then he began to berate them, from 
Theodore Parker down. Draper is befogged, he 
says. Lyell was a Darwinian, the son of an ape. 
Tyndall not to be relied on. Huxley hasn’t traveled. 
Darwin as foolish as if he had not. Haeckel is a 
nobody. And these men hav done nothing for the 
world, he says. “ These Infidels,” he shouts, “do 
not know what truth is.” “ Draper,” says he, 
* there is no truth in him; he is an Infidel ;” and 
then right away quotes him to prove that Infidelity 
is vile, immoral, full of iniquity ; and when we look 
into Draper we find no such thing. It is my friend’s 
dogmatizing—the construction he puts on Draper. 
Zell, Martin Luther, Dr. Dick, are nothing, in the 
estimation of my friend, compared with Rev. Dr. 
Ditzler. * Martin Luther,” he says, ‘‘ wasn’t posted.” 
Cyclopedias are of little account when brought near 
the great light of Rev. Dr. Ditzler’s original re- 
searches. Seldom hav I met with an opponent— 
excuse me !—who has made such a pedantic display 
as my very pleasant, affable friend. 

‘ “ And still their wonder grew.” 
no, I will skip it. You hav sent all the way to Ken- 
tucky for the great Doctor to tell you such things. 
Our Methodist friends established a boarding-house, 
. with grist-mill attachment. The boarders are assem- 
bled, with Elder Greene at the head of the table. 
One after another complains of the fare. The 
were promised pure, white bread; but, instead, 
there is a sodden, soggy mess. The Elder examines 
the flour bags, and finds that instead of flour they 
hav been treated to nothing but screenings. “Ah!” 
exclaims the Elder, “has it come to this? We had 
proposed to show the public how superior our fare is 
to Infidel hash, but lo and beheld ! after sending all 
the way to Kentucky—well, it’s just my luck. I 
might hav expected it, for I hav ‘sent a boy to the 
mill?” Great glorification we hav had about the 
victory which our Methodist friends expected to 
achieve over Infidelity. The promises were large, 
the performance meagre. Still, my talented oppo- 
nent has done as well as most men could. The facts 
are against him. He says: “I giv you facts; I do 
not consult Zell about it.” Wonder if he gave us 
facts when he said there were 300,000 active minis- 
ters in the United States? I think it would do him 
no harm to consult somebody besides himself ! 

My genial friend admitted, in the first question, 
that the world’s great scientists are Infidels ; but in 
his last night’s camp-meeting-Methodistic-exhortation 
he said “ no Infidel wrote anything, or did anything 
of value to the world.” This is a fair specimen of 
his average style of reasoning. He crosses and 
re-orosses his own track. I take down his words in 
shorthand character, and thus prove to you that he 
ties his own tongue with his own words. He now 
claims science and the world’s greatest scientists. 
He advances, retreats, makes sweeping statements, 
then modifies and qualifies, when I reply, until there 
is nothing left of his original positions. His guns 
are more dangerous at the breech than the muzzle. 
He now says that “Shakspere, Burns, and all the 
greatest poets, in all departments, were firm believ- 
ers in Christianity.” Shakspere was a play actor. 
By what process do you claim him? Because he 
believed in God? 
you rejected such as he as not Christians. When it 
suits Christians they hand over Robert Burns as an 
Infidel, and at the same time remind us that he 
would get stupidly drunk, and was in many ways 
very immoral. But when it serves their convenience 
to claim the Scottish bard as a Christian, then they 
grow eloquent over his beautiful Christian (?) poetry. 
And this is my opponent’s fast-and-loose method all 
through this debate. Your illogical positions hav 
driven you to the wall in despair. 

I quoted President White and Draper to prove 
that nearly all the greatest leaders of Protestantism 
were not only advocates of persecution, but persecu- 
tors. Melancthon himself commended the burning 
of Michael Servetus. I quoted histories that are 
unimpeachable for every statement I made. About 
the only way my friend has met these crushing 


Did not Theodore Parker? Yet|/Y 


facts against his system is to say, “They are 
Infidels P’ or, “ They are guilty of wilful falsehood.” 
“ Deliberate falsehood !” shouts my noisy Methodist 
friend. I, Rev. Dr. Ditzler, say 80; and that is 
proof enough! I understand seventeen languages ! 
When I reminded him that Noah Webster had 
twenty-two, that staggered him a little, but he soon 
rallied, and wanted to know what a dictionary 
maker knew about theology ? 

When Draper stated what my friend, on his own 
authority, says is a deliberate falsehood, that “the 
Christian believed there was no such thing as law 
in the government of the world," it is not Draper 
who utters the falsehood. My friend Ditzler, as 
usual, makes another of his bad mistakes. Draper 
is right and Ditzler is wrong. The Christian writers 
he named, Paley, Butler, Origen, Tertullian, did 
not believe in the government of the universe by 
immutable law. They believed and taught that all 
nature is subject to the capricious acts of a God. 
Yet my friend says I give no proofs! I give for 
every historical fact I quote, the historian’s name, 
the book, the chapter, the page. He himself ac- 
knowleges that I do, for, in several instances, he 
calls the historians liars; Buckle, Draper, Lecky are 
all demolished in one breath by my very learned 
friend. He tells us that he expected a great deal of 
science in this debate. I gave you more than you 
have met. I discover that the clergy do not under- 
stand science. Your turning and twisting about the 
Bible-flood not covering the whole earth, when 
your book plainly says it did, shows that you put a 
meaning into the texts which is not warranted. 
The difficulty with you gentlemen is that science 
has cornered you. I told you that “infant dam- 
nation” was based by John Calvin on the Bible. 
He distorts my statement. Watts bases his hymns 
on the Bible too. 

He “explained” that when God said he would 
sell people into slavery he only suffered it to be 
done. Hither way it makes your God responsible. 
But your book says God would sell them. Says 
Mr. Ditzler, “I refuted all his charges about the 
Bible teaching, as he said, polygamy.” You refuted 
not one, and when you said God rebuked polygamy, 
I called upon you to give me chapter and verse. 
You could not do it. Is this the way you Chris- 
tians have met Infidelity ? “defeating the foe in all 
cases.” It is lucky that you mention it, for nobody 
would have mistrusted it. It is where you say God 
honored David when he reformed, when your Bible 
says he was a man after God’s own heart, did right 
in the eyes of the Lord all the days of his life, ex- 
cept in adultery with a living man’s wife, and mur- 
dering the man. I never had the pleasure of debat- 
ing with a gentleman who makes so many blunders 
in history, in science, and in the Bible. According 
to, his own Bible we have proved that his God is 
the author of all the evil in the world, which fact 
takes the stiffening out of all my friend’s fierce ful- 
minations against the evil (?) of Infidelity. God 
was the author of the evil, and wherever the Bible 
is found, and Christianity, there is the seething, 
simmering stew of vice and crime that my friend 
has sweltered over so much. Who are the rich de- 
faulters ? Christians. Who are the forgers ? Pious 
Christians. Who are the bank officers that rob 
widows and orphans? Christians. Who. plunder 
the poor on earth and expect Jesus in heaven to 
forgive them? Christians. Where were our Wins- 
lows and Spencers? In the Christian church. 
Where are nearly all of our bad congressmen found ? 
In the Christian church, and supporting it. The 
whisky rings, the swindlers, the wealthy and “ re- 
spectable" supporters of public plunder, are not 
Infidels, as you know, and he knows, but are pillars 
of the church. Deny this until you are hoarse, and 
the fact remains that modern, fashionable, time- 
serving Christianity offers a premium for crime. I 
would not have twitted my opponent with these 
unpleasant facts if he had not commenced the usual 
tirade of abuse of Infidels, and never even attempt- 
ed to prove his charges true, while I have proved 
all of mine. Any Christian who wants a good, 
square debate with me, free from personalities, can 
have it ; but I do not propose to be abused, or have 
my friends abused, without hurling your brick-bats 
back, to let you know what a flimsy, easily-shivered, 
glass house you are living in. Brace up and take 
our own medicine. ‘All real Freelovers are Infi- 
dels,” are they ? There are several thousand clerical 
Freelovers that you forget to count. Men who 
have been brought up in the *nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord." Perhaps that is what is the 
matter with them. Oh, no, “our cause needs no 
such defense !? I am conscious of the fact that I am 
killing this thing too dead ; but I am not quite done 
with it yet. 

[ro BE CONTINUED.] 
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Mrz. CHARLES HERBOLD has just published an address of 
his delivered before the First Auxiliary Liberal League of 
Cincinnati, entitled, “The National Liberal League, What It 
Isand What It Is Not,” that should hav a very large circula- 
tion. It isa pamphlet of sixteen pages. Reader, send fif- 
teen cents to Alfred Warren, 219 Central avenue, Cincin- 
nati, and get a copy. 


Lotteries, 


To THE EDITOR ov Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I am sur- 
prised to see persons sound on other vital issues of the day 
sometimes sustaining the action of the Postmaster-General 
in his late edict for the suppression of lotteries. If legisla- 
tion against lotteries were the only thing involved it would 
be a comparatively trifling matter; but we hav always sup- 
posed that free speech, a free press, and consequently free 
mails, were what made us essertially a free peo|le; and 
when, for a simple wrong thing, we go to work and vit late 
the principles which make the liberty we supposed was 
secured to us, it is entirely another matter. When, on any 
pretext, we allow an espionage of the written ccmmunica- 
tion of our citizens, one to the other—1 thivg hitherto always 
held sacred —where is the freedom of our speech ofce thus 
invaded? There is but onc answer: Gone forever! unless 
we rise in our might and hurl back the usurpe: —whether the 
Y. M. C. A. or somebody else—unless he is, in turn, sup" 
pressed in the name of liberty. 

Legielating against lotteries, when we stand as a people 
guilty of almost every crime under hezven, covered up by 
law and popular whitewash! Every intelligent person 
ought to know that any act in the name of morality sgainst 
gambiing is only one excuse for a larger matter, which 
amounts to the invasion of the rights of those who do not 
train under '' our ecclesiastical i fluence.” 

Do not understand me as either in their favor or interest. 
Is so, I could not sy a word against church gambling, 
which is now the last and almost universal practice to keep 
up the finances of a decayirg religious system. Gambling, 
whether by Christian or Infidel, is an act of injustice in that 
the aim is to get something without rencering to the piver a 
full equivalent ; and it is just as wrong in lotteries, trade, 
speculation, politics, or any other place or phase of human 
life. 

The folly of such legi: lation among an inventive and 
intelligent people is more than evident. A public act so 
startling as the invasion of the private rights of a citizen is 
of itself an immense advertisement of the lottery idea, 
Where, before, the public mind s)umbered, it is now alive 
and entertairing it most profoundly. No legislation can 
prevent giving away a prize, nor can it hinder the determin- 
ing of who shall be by chance its recipient, no more than it 
can stop the playing of cards. At the present time there is 
in this section a lottery, with a $15 000 prize, stirring up an 
unhealthy interest over many communities. It is not 
affected by the present law in any possible way, and so it 
wil always be. The real effcct of such legislation will be 
to popularize gambling in many other forms evasive of the 
law till the life shall bo as «iffcctually sapped out of the 
nation for healthy business action as it is in Mexico. When 
lotteries were principally confined to special localities, with 
their notices buried amog a mess of advertising matter, 
their patrons were exceptional. With the pushing of it in 
people’s faces by this aggressive action, every newspaper 
and every available avenue of advertising will be used eva- 
sive of the Jaw in localities where it was before unknown, 
If any one has anything to rell, a way will be found that 
will invalve the principle of the game of chance, and buyers 
or investors in small sums will be pleaty. 

Like the imprisonment of a Bennett on a false ‘‘ Cupid's 
Yokes” charge, this action on lotteries means something 
deeper than is on the surface apparent. But for the advance 
action of the Oneida Christians, another chapter would there 
hav been written. The same cause is now writing another 
in anti-Mormon legislation. In the end they all tell that an 
immense religious power sees its coming dawn in the increase 
of intelligence and the growth of humanity ; as a last resort 
it goes back to its old method of brutal force, and if, entirely 
oulside of their ways, you desire, in the highest sense of the 
word, to be a man, its clutch willbe on your throat to put 
you down. 

Truth seekers! all who love justice and right, work vigi- 
lantly for the time when man will be led to do right, not 
under the brutality of the iron rod, but natural!y and gently 
under the sway of rearon and intelligence, with the advan- 
tages of being better born than were the monsters that hav 
disfigured the history of the past. H. W. Boozer. 


— »—— 


A Short Sermon. 
BY W. F. JAMIESON. 

* Gospel according" to H. L. Green. Text: I hav 
learned by experience that there is little use in tryirg to 
organize Liberalism where none of our periodicals are 
taken. Therefore allow me to urge it upon our speskers, 
our Liberal Leagues, and individuel Freethinkers every- 
where, to labor constantly to get subscribers for the Liberal 
papers. "—4H. L. Green in 1. 8. 

No truer words were ever written. I hav observed for 
many years that, although the lecturer can succeed without 
the recommendation of any paper in building up a Liberal 
sentiment, in nearly every communily he or she visits, if 
possessed of personal magnetism and commctn sente, yet 
when the week's lectures close the enthusiasm is allowed to 
die out for the lack of fuel to keep it alive. 

The Liberal paper is the cheapest and best fuel that can 
be used. It cannot take the place of the human voice, nor 
can the latter do the work of the former. They can get 
along each without the support of the other; but, united, 
they increase each other's efficiency. The Liberal paper 
holds every inch of vantage ground won by whatever 
agency. 

I dedicate myself anew, with the beginning of the new 
year, to the good work of securing subscribers to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER and the staunch old Investigator, which has 
80 nobly stood by THE TRUTH SEEKER in its time of trouble. 
I will do what I can toward making the fiftieth year of the 
Boston Investigator a jubilee year in fact. 

Lake City, Minn., Dec. 27, 1879, 


o 


Scientific. 


Planetary Life and Death. 

THAT TIME ' WHEN THE OLD HULK WE TREAD SHALL BE 
A WRECK, A 8LAG, A CINDER, DRIFTING IN SPACE 
WITHOUT ITS CREW OF FOOLS,” 

Prof. Richard A. Proctor lectured Satutday afternoon, 
Jan, 8d, before the Teachers’ Association of New York on 
“The Life and the Death of a World." He said: 

We hav to consider the various members of the solar sys- 
tem as representing for us youth, middle age, and so on to 
old age, The earth on which we liv, and the solar system 


of which it forms a part, hav arrived at their present con-. 


dition by processes analogous to growth—the processes 
commonly called evolution. These processes are still going 
On, a8 they hav been during periods of time which seem to 
grow longer and longer the more we study their evidences. 
It is falling short of the truth to say that one hundred mili- 
ion years must hav elapsed during which the frame of the 
earth must hav been very much as it is at present, and 
during which processes bringing it to its present stage hav 
been going on, From the length of time consumed in 
achieving certain definite results upon the earth’s crust by 
those processes within the Knowledge of man, we can 
estimate what has been required to effect other results which 
‘we see. The further study of the earth’s crust shows us 
clearly that before she became what she is now there was a 
time when she was far too hot for the existence of animal 
lite, and the period of her cooling, estimating it by her 
bulk, could not hav been less than three hundred million 
years. Preceding that there must hav been a period in 
which she was in a vaporous stage, and the evidence patent 
to science allots one hundred million years a8 the time for 
her changing from the vaporous to the solid condition. 
This givs us in all fiva hundred million years as the time in 
which the earth was arriving at a condition fit for the 
habitation of human beings. 

The only escape from this conclusion is in the supposition 
that all the signs afforded by the crust of the earth, all the 
evidence we glean from the earth and from other members 
of the solar system, demonstrating those processes of devel- 
opment, hav only misled-us, and that all was created at once 
just as we see it now. But why should we do this violence 
to our reason ? Where we cannot but admit growth and 
development on a small scale, we should be prepared to 
admit them on a large scale, and not reject evidence 80 clear 
to our reason. But, after all, it matters very little whether 
we take a longer or a shorter period of time. We are con- 
cerned not with periods of time, but with the amount of 
development in the past, from over which we hav to look, 

-and what we hav to expect in the future. We hav to con- 
Sider whether some of the various members of the solar 
system represent the remote past of our own earth and others 
our remote future. 

I am going to adopt the principle that the larger an orb 
is, the longer will be the various stages of its growth. This 
is based on the fact that the process of cooling requires 
more time for large masses than for small ones. For in- 
stance, Jupiter, with a diameter seven times as great as that 
of the earth, if his volume was of ‘the same densily as that 
of the earth, would require seven times as long in cooling, 
or 3,500,000,000 years. So, supposing they started at the 
same time, Jupiter would hav to wait 3,000,000,000 years 
longer than the earth before arriving at the same stage of 
development. On the other hand, take a small orb like our 
own moon. It is a mass only 1-81 of the size of the earth; 
with a surface 1.18 that of the earth. It will readily be 
seen that the heat of our own earth would last six times as 
long. Therefore, we get for the cooling stage of the moon 
only about 80,000,000 years, and, supposing they started at 
the same time, the moon would hav arrived 420,000,000 
years ago at the stage of development or growth of the earth 
to-day. 

The sun can tell us something of tho past of a planet's 
life. He was probably formed, as all were, in a state of va- 
por, and probably yet remains, in great part at least, in a 
vaporous state. He is the youngest of all the planets of our 
Solar System, and may justly be so regarded simply because 
he is so much greater than all the others in mass. Thirty- 
five thousand millions of years would be required to bring 
him to the condition of our earth to day. 

[From this point the lecture was illustrated by the rapid 
succession ofa great number of brilliant stereoscopic views.] 

The spots upon the sun's luminous surface, which seem 
to be great openings in the bright clouds of the sun, are as 
yet unexplained, but they seem to hav recurrent periods of 
appearances and disappearances every eleven years. A 
theory concerning them well worthy of consideration ig 
that of Prof. Kirkwood, who suggests that they owe their 
existence to great meteors from some comet falling into the 
sun at regular intervals. One of these spots which has 
been photographed [and here reproduced] is three times the 
extent of the surface of the earth. The heat of the sun ig 
estimated at 5,300 times greater than that of molten iron, 
and from this arises the luminous flames of glowing hydro- 
gen, and, without doubt, the accompanying eruptions of 
other matter, which made the flame-like projections on 
the borders of the photographs of the sun in eclipse by 
the moon. Those eruptions threw their matter to an esti- 
mated height of 250,000 miles from the surface, from which 
ät is impossible that it should ever hav returned, but is still 
traveling through space at the rate of 500 miles per sec- 
end. [The pictures of the sun were among the most bril- 
liant and beautiful that were exhibited. They were suc- 
ceeded by others illustrative of Jupiter and Saturn, in 
which the cloud masses surrounding the latter in the form 
of belts were displayed with marvelous effect, as was also 


the body of Jupiter, which was shown to be greatly magni- 
fied in apparent size by its cloud masses.] That Jupiter 
' possesses great heat of its own is demonstrated by tbe ex- 
j istence of these clouds. It receives but 1.27 of the degree 
of the sun’s heat that reaches the earth, and consequently 
could not hav clouds formed from that source, but by the 
working of its own forces. In the youth of all planets, the 
waters that are to form tbeir oceans are raised in the form 
- of clouds surrounding them. The moons of Jupiter, re- 
ceiving light and heat from that planet, may be the abodes 
of life, and the smallest of them has two hundred million 
square miles of surface. 

Our moon will tell us most of the earth's future, unless 
' we are altogether astray in.reading the evidence that seems 
to be offered us. Venus shows the possession of a watery 
: atmosphere, and is doubtless fit for habitation under condi- 
: tions similar to those upon the earth. Mars shows not only 
divisions into sea and land in about equal proportions, but 
accumulations of what seems to be ice and snow at its poles, 
which decrease and increase apparently in the seasons of 
summer and winter. But the moon has no water. Her 
seas hav disappeared. Did she ever hav water? Did she 
‘ever pass through such stages as our earth has gone 
through ? Was this cold and dead world ever warmed with 
life like our earth ? We cannot doubt it when we see in her 
vast and numerous Volcanic craters the evidences of the heat 
she once possessed. She, too, must hav passed through her 
cooling stage. Her clouds were condensed into oceans, of 
which we see the traces still in her dark depressions of 
surface. It is believed that as a planet becomes old its 
waters disappear from the surface, are sucked in through 
crevices made in the crust of the cooling orb until they 
entirely disappear, That is a Germantheory. Four times 
as much water as is now upon the surface of our globe can 
be, it is estimated, contained in its interior. [One of the 
views illustrating this part of the lecture was a photograph 
of a portion of the moon’s surface, dazzlingly brilliant, 
startlingly sharp in its details, with a background of black, 
unclouded sky, dotted with stars—the picture of a lifeless 
world without an atmosphere.] This, the lecturer said, 
would be the probable fate of the earth; this what the 
earth might be expected to be in twenty-five hundred mil- 
lions of years. 


ret 
[From Dr. Foole's Health Monthly.) 


Heresy.—Sedition.—Obscenity.—Frand. 


Not long ago we read somewhere of an Irish Orangeman 
who was arrested in some part of Ireland for having played 
on his flute one of the favorite airs of the Orangemen in 
public. He was charged with uttering an obscene libel. 
This occurrence strikingly illustrates how words and 
phrases may be stretched and construed to meet the needs of 
popular prejudice. In the middle ages the charge of heresy 
was brought against any advanced scientist who was trying 
to enlighten his fellows with a new idea or discovery. Not 
long ago, in England, the charge of sedition was brought 
against all political and social reformers who were trying to 
introduce governmental or social reform. To-day the 
charge of obscenity is brought against well-meaning indi- 
viduals who are trying to direct public attention to impor- 
tant facts in physiology, questions of population, the mar- 
riage system, etc. And now we hav before Congress a bill 
to still further tinker the postal laws on the pretext of pro- 
tecting the people from schemes of ‘‘fraud.” If this new 
bill is passed, the word ‘‘ fraud " will probably hav a mean- 
ing which it never had before. The term will be stretched 
A cover a multitude of offenses against conservative preju- 

ices. 

Whatever legislation may be necessary for the protection 
of the public against obscenity and fraud, it is good Jeffer- 
sonian doctrine to say that they should be state measures 
rather than federal; municipal enactments rather than 
postal regulations. It is over a year since Mr. T. B. Wake- 
man’s arguments showing the unconstitutionality of such 
postal laws were published, and up to this day they remain 
unanswered. Members of Congress, if they hav not looked 
into this subject, ought to do so before voting Upon any 
such measures. We would commend to their attention the 
pamphlet containing Mr. Wakeman's argument, which can 
be had, probably for the asking, of Prof. A. L. Rawson, 
President of the National Defense Association, No. 34 Bond 
Street, New York. 

Nothing is more absurd than the atteznpt to make of the 
post-office depertment a detective and police force. If one 
stops to think of it a moment he will see at once how & 
precedent of this kind established threatens the liberties of 
the people. 

One of the oldest religious papers published in New York 
city—the Methodist—some three years ago published an 
editorial upon the subject, in which it was said that all 
manner of communications were sent throught: the post- 
office. Incendiarism, murder, seduction, and all descrip- 
tions of crime were planned and appointed under the con- 
veniences of the mail facilities; but, said the editor, better 
suffer all these evils than introduce a greater one, The 
liberty of speech, press, and mails must be preserved, 

So far as obscenity, fraud, and such like offenses are con- 
cerned, they are as old as civilization itself, and in the old 
countries are dealt with without the aid of postal laws, In 
no country under the sun, excepting Russia, could such 
outrages be perpetrated as those which are being inflicted in 
the United States at this moment under the postal laws. 
This peculiar legal wedge, s0 new to our institutions, was 
driven in at midnight at the close of the Forty-Second Con- 
| gress. It is now proposed to drive this wedge in further. 
j It is to be hoped that those who are sent to Washington for 
i the purpose of guarding the liberties of the people and pre- 
serving tous the institutions which were established by 
i Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, and other far-seeing 
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statesmen of 1776, will nct allow themselves to be led into 
traps set for them by mercenary hands, aided by short- 
sighted enthusiasts in the name of morality and religion. 


Abolitionist vs. Freelover. 


In the communication from Moses Hull last week, among 
several persons named as Freelovers, he mentions me. Mr. 
Benjamin F. Tucker and others hav made similar reference 
to my position on the great sex question. I cannot let the 
inclusion pass without a qualification and definition. 

Borae six years ago I wrote and published the following 
article, which will show the water-mark of my thinking at 
that remote age of the world: : 


DEFINITIONS. 


Quincy, ILL., Oct. 20, 1874, 
' Turning over the leaves of an old scrap-book to-day, I 
came across a curious and rather flat-footed statement of 
what Was required to make an Abolitionist of the olden 
time. 
As I lived in those days and suffered some part of the 
odium of their glory, I take a keen interest in this defni- 
tion, A 
The scrap looks like a clipping from the New York Trib- 
une, and must hav been printed about 1860. It is as fol- 
lows: 

For nearly thirty years it has been a question in this country 
as to what constitutes an Abolitionist. It will be a satisfaction 
to manyto hav the question settled, and we accordingly take 
Pleasure in copying the following authentic definition of the 
term from the Southern Literary Messenger, a reapectable Rich- 
mond magazine: ` 

“An Abolitionist is any man who does not love slavery for its 
own s&ke as a divine institution; who does not worship it a8 
the corner-stone of civil liberty; who does not adore it as the 
only possible social condition on which a permanent repub- 
lican government can be erected, and who does not. in his in- 
most soul, desire to see it extended and perpetuated over the 
whole earth as à means of human reformation second in dig- 
nity, importance, and sacredness alone to the Christian relig- 
ion. He who does not love African Slavery with this love is an 
Abolitionist.” ] : 


Now, there are many parallels between civilized or Chris- 
tian marriage and the late system of African slavery. 
Marriage is often spoken of as a system of slavery, The 
above definition set me to thinking of as uncompromising a 
definition of marriage. As an old-time stickler for true blue 
marriage, I insist on the real, original article or none; no 
wings, nor modifications, nor side-issues, if it is to be.mar- 
riage and called marriage at all, I heard the late Dr, 
Bethune once exclaim, on this very question of Abolition, in 
opposition to toning down a troublesome church anti-slavery 
resolution, ** If I've got to take the toast, I want to take it 
dry!” Ro TIl take mine plain, without milk or sweetning, 
if you please, There may be others who are bigger and 
better walking dictionaries and more expert in defining 
terms, but anyhow, as l hav the above exquisite model 
before me, here goes: 

A Freelover is any man or any woman (the slaveocrat : 
fellow Jeft woman out) who does not love marriage for its 
own sake as a divine in.titution; who does not worship it as 
the corner-stone of love and the foundation of both individ- 
ual and conjugal liberty; who does not adore it &s the only 
possible social condition and sexual relation on which a 
free, just, and permanent family government can be erected; 
who does not believe in itas the perennial fount of the most 
rigorous morals; as the purest well spring of politeness and 
good manners; as the inspired origin of exalted sentiment, 
esteem, and affection; who does not enjoy it as the highest 
heaven of sexual charm; the dearest dalliance that lovers 
can ever know; the supreme ecstacy that never cloys; who 
does not approve it for its unchanging durability as the one 
long-continued courtship, pursuing the even tenor of its 
way unspotted and undimmed, from the blushing spring 
days of first and earliest love to the declining autumn of the 
sere and yellow leaf; who does not know it from tradition 
all the way down the ages as well as from experience as the 
one, 8weet, spontaneous, reciprocal relation, equally yoked 
and equally burdened, wherein indulgence is always tem- ` 
perate, health always resultant, and woman always respected 
in her ever-varying moods, left free to accept or decline 
attentions as she is attracted or repelled, and carefully 
environed with the best conditions for fetal growth, em- ` 
bryonic development, and safe nativity of offspring; who 
does not, in his inmost soul, desire to see it extended and 
perpetuated over the whole earth as a means of building the 
best brains and developing, elevating, and perfecting the 
human race, second in dignity, importance, and sacredness 
&lone to the Christian religion. He who does not love Chris- 
tian marriage—the marriage of one man to one woman for 
life; monogamic marriage by priest or magistrate—with 
this love is a Freelover. 

Say, Barry, Hull, Chase, Andrews, Victoria, and the rest 
of the free elect—how is that for high, exact, relentless 
definition ? 

You see the old standard of Christian morals is fixed and 
rigid. Here is no margin for free play. You can’t be 
hanged for a sheep, and not quite so hanged for a lamb. 
You must go the entire animal, or you are a goner yourself, 
It won't do to select a '*rib" from the “critter” and then 
indulge in tenderloin elsewhere. 

One and one only is the rigorous command. Poor 
Beecher, you know, just for being the object of affevtions 
thrust on him uusought, was placed on the sharp and 
ragged edge of anxiety and despair—guilt edge, of course, 
or else it would not hav been sharp and ragged. So, monog- 
amists on the one hand and Freelovers on ‘the other, draw 
your chalk-mark somewhere and then toe it. ; 


Since that article was written social evolution has made 
some progress. Comstock and Abbot hav arisen, curiously 
enough working together for evil which turns into good, 
and each in his o wn way bringing the sex question up for a 
wide discussion. Opposed to these worthies, a great, grand 
force has grown up known as the National Liberal League, 
working together for good, especially since expelling the 
aforesaid Abbot, its first president, as an incapable. leader, 
although a good writer of Platforms, Demands, and Ethical 
Laws. The ‘ Nine Demands of Liberalism,” especially the 
eighth, mark a long step in social progress. Before the 
formulation of the Eighth Demand very few Liberals made: 
any distinction between Christian and Natural morality, and 
even now it is difficult to make many Liberals see &ny theo- 
retical and still more any practical difference, The '*Seven 
Ethical Laws of Rationalism” mark another great step, ! 

The Eighth Demand, including, as it must, the moralg 


that grow out of gex, and repudiating aq it doeg Christian 
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laws concerning morals, and demanding Natural laws for 
their regulation, places Mr. Abbot, the author, high on the 
roll of theoretical Freelovers, according to the above rigor- 
ous definition, notwithstanding his cordial co-operation with 
Comstock in his character of liar, inquisitor, and decoy. 
Btill further the first three of his seven Ethical Laws very 
fairly formulate the principle of the “sovereignty of the 
individual "—a principle which, carried out to its logical 
and legitimate conclusions in social life, would burst mar- 
riage asit is into ten thousand flinders, and replace it with 
relations based on science and human hature—a system 
infinitely better, This places Mr. Abbot still higher on the 
roll of honor among Freelovers. 
Since 1874 Mr. Beecher has been tried for accepting a love 
"thrust upon him ungought.” He denied it, the court 
acquitted, and his church forgave him. This trial greatly 
educated the people. Mr. Bennett also was arrested three 
times over, tried once, and imprisoned. He also thrust 
gome love unsought ; but he confessed it, and was as cor- 
, Qially forgiven as the other fellow was who denied it. Men 
who thrust Jove unsought, or, at all eventa, Unencouraged, 
are not Freelovers. Mr, Bennett and Mr, Beecher are not 
nearly so high on the roll as Mr. Abbot. All the persecu- 
tions, trlals, petitions, and the general literature developed 
by the Comstock laws and the corruptionist Comstock him- 
self, hav been another means of greally educating the people 
on the subject of Natural morals. à 
Mrs. Denton, in view of her late letter conceding that 

marriage, having come down to us from savagery through 
barbarism, is not perfect, and will undoubtedly improve, is, 
according to the above definition, a manifest Freelover. 
Mrs. Lucy Stone, in her repudiation of her husband's name, 
and the irregular way in which she was married, and for her 
criticisms of marriage, evidently does not love marriage for 
its own sake, and is a Freelover. Mrs. Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, for her many criticisms of marriage, is another, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, in whom the best culture of New 
England centers, also the one man whom the Index people 
write notices of and sonnets to, and otherwise worship, for 
his many exaltations of love and his many declarations of 
the impossibility of the existence of love in bonds, is a 
Freelover. xs 

' Take this passage from *' Each and All,” one of the poem 
of Emerson : 


The lover watched his graceful maid 

As "mid the virgin train she strayed, 

Nor knew her beauty’s best attire 

Was woven still by the snow-white choir, 

At last she came to his hermitage,. 

Like the bird from the woodlands to the cage— 
The gay enchantment was undone, 

A gentle wife, but fairy none. 


Now many people of the Zndez stripe do not understand 
all the subtle meanings of the poems of Emerson, For such 
persons, people of mere culture on & ground of not very 
strong Common sense, Emerson should always be translated. 
Now what does this passage mean? The lover watched his 
graceful maid for what ? He was looking for a creature of 
grace and beauty whom he could love. He saw that she 
was beautiful, but he did not observe that a large part of 
her beauty was due to her setting, was contributed by her 
environment, was reflected from her beautiful companions. 
At last he took her home and—mark the characteristic 
simile —'*like the bird from the woodlands to the cage." As 
soon 88 he placed her safely in his cage, still the supposed 
fairy with all the beauty which had. enchanted him while 
*' ' mid the virgin train she strayed,” the enchantment was 
undone, the illusion vanished. He discovered at once that 
she was no fairy that he had sought, no creature to love, no 
companion for his inmost soul, but had deteriorated and 
relapsed into a wife. In the poet’s regard a wife is evident- 
ly inferior to a fairy, and the disappointment of the lover 
on being disenchanted is justified. Now whatisa wife that 
this Hey Presto! changed her into? Why, a creature to 
watch at the window for the coming of her lord, open the 
door for him, take his hat and coat, place his eagy chair and 
` slippers, acd follow him like a shadow wherever he goes. A 
wife is an upper servant to oversee or actually do the duties 
of his bed-chamber, his laundry, his pots and kettles in the 

cage that is bis. Inthe struggle with these very tangible 
` Yealisms no fairy can stand the strain. No wonder she col- 
lapses and becomes just simply the wife. Under marriage 
as it is, most lovers when this first enchantment is undone 
swear that they won't submit to such a cheat. They go right 
out to find another virgin trair and snow-white choir. But 
this time they are not so easily fooled, and when they find 
a graceful maid they do not take her to the hermitage and 
get her best attire all bedraggled and ruined in her cage. 

Emerson’s poems are full of passages to this same pur- 
port. Some readers will perhaps remember my analysis of 
his “Giv all to Love,” about a year ago in Tug TRuTH 
SEEKER. 

Were I asked to giv a direct positive definition of Free- 
love, as the above-quoted is a negative one, I should say, 
with the little light that I hav, that Freelove is the free and 
full concession to Woman of her sovereignty in the domain 
of love, the enthronement of woman as queen in all affairs 
of the heart. This will install her as the maker and admin- 
istrator of all laws concerning the relations of sex as well as 
all the minor codes of etiquette, politeness, style, fashion, 
and social manners, This involves on the part of all men 
the abandonment of every form of force to gain her smile of 
approval, involves the cessation of even urgency to win her 
heart, In short, it involves turning gentlemen and becom- 
ing her loyal subjects in all the concerns of love. 

Under the rigorous logic of the above definitions and the 
illustrious utterances of great men and women we are all 
included None can escape. We are all Freelovers—all but 
Benjamin and Sara. She loves slavery for its own sake. 
With a husband absent three-fourths of the time, prying 


into other people's private lettera, she finds the yoke of mar- 
Tage easy and its burden light, She hugs her chains. 
Now, in view of these great names, sponsors for Freelove, 
I almost tremble to accept the high place among the hon- 
orable company to which Moses Hull assigns me. I feel 
myself quite de trop, and hardly up to the high calling of 
the makers of Ethical Laws and the editors of Women's 
Journals, and Presidents of National Women’s Rights Asso- 
ciations, and renowned Poets, If Moses has not made a 
“ mistake," and is really authorized to bid me to the assem- 
bly of such just men and women made perfect, if I can get 
over my trepidation and conclude to accept at all, reminding 
all concerned of the above definition of what constitutes an 
Abolitionist, and what makes a Freclover, I shall humbly 
take my place on the lowest seat of the synagogue and 
learn Freelove from the wise rabbis and Poets and doctors 
of laws above me, T, C. LELAND. 
————— aa ———— i 


Asking Advice. 


BY F, F. FOLLET. 

[To THE EDITOR or TuE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The fol- 
lowing essay was written to be read at a sociable of the 
aoa T Honor at Rockford, Ill,, on the evening of Dec. 

There is an old saying that advice is cheap. There never 
Was a greater mistake. And this, like hundreds of other 
similar so-called aphorisms, has done more to injure the 
human race than can ever be estimated. And this and 
many similar old saws, which are repeatedly and thought- 
lessly uttered, hav done and are doing far more to retard the 
Progress and development of the noble and generous quali- 
ties there are in mankind than you or I hav any idea of. 

Many a word of advice carelessly, inconsiderately, or 
perchance stupidly uttered here in this world will for aught 
we know bud or blossom in time to bear fruit in eternity. 

There are comparatively few people who are capable of 
giving good advice. In proof of this statement I hav only 
to say, look at the condition of our country to-day. Read 
the daily and weekly press. See the inquiry that is 
being made for men—men who are capable of giving good 
advice, men who are qualified to make good and wholesome 
laws for the governance of the people, men to send to.our 
halls of state and national legislation ; and, most of all, a 
man—where shall we find him ?—a man capable of judging 
what are good, sound, and just laws, 

Such an one is very much Jooked for and inquired after, 
to fill the executive chair of this nation for the next four or 
eight years. 

Now, this which is so plainly and conspicuously true in 
regard to our state and national affairs is equally true, only 
on & diminished scale, in all the humble walks of life. How 
truthfully has it been said that we are fearfully and wonder- 
fully made! The creator has given us two ears and two eyes, 
and but one tongue. He has given us five senses, and but 
one set of vocal organs, therefore we should hear and gee, 
feel and think, before giving utterance to our thoughts. 

There is a young man or a young woman just sprout- 
ing into manhood or budding into womanhood, They 
are full of bright hopes and pleasant Prospects, They 
start out in life. They mark outa course in life to pursue, 
Their road through life seems to look clear and bright, 
They hav placed marks along their path, which they are 
expecting to reach at certain times as they progress. And 
they hav placed at the end, almost in sight of their imagi- 
native vision, a goal. They strike out on this road with 
buoyant hope and elastic step, Everything seems bright 
and joyoue. 

They rush on. But all unwittingly they come to a cross- 
road, or, perchance, it may but guy to one side of the path 
they had marked out, just a little. 
the goal they had set they inadvertently take the wrong 
path, and thoughtlessly they hurry on. But ere they are 
aware of it their path is growing more difficnlt ; it is getting 
narrow and rough. They stop and begin to look around 
them, and they find themselves in a labyrinth of difficulties. 
They try to peer into the path ahead, to get, if possible, a 
glimpse of their goal. They find that they are hedged in, 
Then they begin to look about for some of the marks that, 
in their imagination, they had placed along their path as 
guide-posts, and to their astonishment they find that they 
‘hav lost their “blaze.” And gradually the conviction comes 
over them that they hav taken the wrong road. My kind 
hearers, hav any of you ever been in auch a fix ? 

If you hav, you know what it is to feel the need of a 
friend—some wise counselor ; one in whose judgment and 
truthfulness you could trust. And more precious to you at 
that moment was good advice than all of the gems of India. 

History preserves the record of but comparatively fow 
great and truly wise counselors. Yet every nation in every 
clime has had its men of wisdom, its grand and noble coun- 
selors. China had its Confucius and its Mencius, or Meng- 
Tae; Hindoostan, its Menu and its Buddah, or Sakia-Muni : 
Persia, its Zoroaster ; India, its Christna ; Turkey, its Mo- 
hammed. 

Most of these men were poor in purse butrich in wisdom. 
All of these men were loved and honored by the generations 
in which they lived ; and in generations which followed 
they were deified and worshiped for their wise counsels, 
their words of wisdom and sympathy, the good advice they 
had left to the world. 

Greece and Rome had their wise men also, some of whom 
I shall mention ; for instance, a Hesiod, a Lycurgus, an 
Æsop, an Aristocles, an Aristotle, a Zeno, a Socrates, a 
Plato, a Plutarch, two Plinys, and many other lesser lights 
too numerous to mention. 

All of these learned sages were loved and honored in their 
day, and their namcs to-day shine on the psges of history 
with a bright luster in comparison with the names of their 
time who deluged the world in blood for their own selfish 


In their haste to reach. 


ends and to establish their glory, as the bright glow of the 
noonday sun eclipses the rays of the twilight moon, And 
their grand and noble utterances of words of advice, wis- 
dom, and sympathy are more precious to the student of an- 
tiquity than the most costly pearls of the ocean. 

In contrast with these, where are the names of the men 
who built the Roman Forum or the Egyptian pyramids ? 
Their names are but faintly preserved on the immense 


piles of stone they are supposed to hav erected. 


Egypt furnished the world no sages, and what is Egypt 


to-day ? And where does she stand in the sisterhood of the 
nations of the earth? Egypt in the days of her glory was 
all pomp and show. Her people were low down in the 
scale of humanity, worshiping cats and other domestic an- 
imals. 


And even her crowned heads were 80 ignorant of 
the laws of sociology that they compelled, by edicts, their 


sons and daughters to intermarry. And her most renowned 
‘and beautiful queen, who is said to hav dined on pearls 
worth fifty thousand pounds apiece, and who by her dazzling 
beauty and gorgeous display of pomp and wealth turned 
the head of the mighty and powerful Cæsar, and brought 
suppliantly Kneeling at her feet two of the otherwise noble 
triumviri of the great Roman empire, is to-day but a hissing 
and a by-word in the pages of history. 


Had Egypt, with her fertile soil and salubrious climate, 


been blessed with a few wise sages she might hav stood 
foremost in the ranks of nations to-day, 


But, my hearers, why should I prolong the recital of the 


names of noble men who hav uttered wise and grand words 
of advice and wisdom in the past ? If in this short though 
perhaps tedious essay I hav touched but one chord of tender 
sympathy for poor, fallen, degraded humanity I shall feel 
amply repaid. 


Then Jet us never be heard to say again advice is cheap 


or sympathy is cheap. For when they are truly, candidly, 


and considerately uttered or given, from a full and honest 
heart, they are always precious. They are like ‘‘ apples of 
gold in pictures of silver," ‘‘ Yea, more to be desired than 


much fine gold.” 


* I count these things to be grandly true, 
That a noble deed is a step towards God, 
Lifting the soul from the common sod 

To a purer air and a broader view.” 


— m 
What Will You Do about It? 


This question is addressed to each individual reader in 


regard to the facts embodied in the selection in tum TRUTH 


SEEKER of Dec. 6th, headed, “ Romanism and the Irish 
Race,” an article from the North American Review, by James 
Anthony Froude, containing the most important statistical 
realities connected with our future for the consideration 
of Liberals that hav appeared in any one article in the sec- 
ular press for years. * 

The facts are simply these: By propagation and emigra- 
tion the Catholic power is now numerically stronger than 
any other sect in this country, and is augmenting in propor- 
tionate ratio as lime goes by. Though declining in some 
portions of the Old World, it is increasing with most alarm- 
ing rapidity here, and the usurpation of the reins of power 


is only a question of time. 
Our government is founded on the principle that the 
majority shall rule, and is working might and main toward 


universal suffrage, : 

The question comes home at once—Can we save ourselves 
from the coming doom in the near future in any other way 
than by going back on principles, perfectly safe for our 
Puritan forefathers, but wholly unadapted to the present 
mighty problem connected with the Catholics an:1 Chinese ? 
Should we admit to citizenship any one who cannot swear 
entire allegiance to the fundamental principles that underlie 
our government ? Can we admit those already foresworn 
and bound by every tie of their lives to undermine and 
destroy it, for the avowed purpose of putting a religious 
despotism in its place, whose past history has always been 
one of brutal anthority and bloody conquest, the enslave- 
ment of all that ennobles humanity ? lt would seem wiser 
to call on the savages that roam among our western lands to 
come over the border and deposit their votes, than to admit 
to citizenship the foresworn enemies of the fundamental 
principles that underlie our political institutions. 

Spiritualists who may read this, I wish to call your atten- 
tion to the fact that Genere] Roberts in his Mind and Matter 
has been the first editor of a journal of this kind who has 
made a specialty of this work of combating our most real 
and imminent danger. While he has had the foresight to 
perceive this and go to work in time, the superficial hav 
Called him a visionary and lunatic. His penetrative fore- 
sight and love of the right being: as incomprehensible to 
duller minds as materializations would be to the average 
Materialist. In the present and future history of your ism 
please make note of this. E B. 


——— d 9———————— 
Consumptive Wine. 


Let me call attention to the advertisement of Dr. M. C. 
White printed last week. Having had some eXperience 
with her medicines and found them efficacious, I recom- 
mended her to advertise them in TuE TRUTH SEEKER. A 
friend of mine, with one of his lungs affected, which gave 
him great anxiety, has been greatly relieved by taking the 
t Consumptive Wine.” Along with the direct benefit to the 
lung his weight has iucreased, cheeks filled out, circulation 
more rapid, and good healthy color of the skin has returned. 
The change is so marked that I am justified in speaking of 
it, ‘The medicine is not properly a “t wine," but a nutritive 
food. It seems to hav the eff«ct of removing the old and 
building up the new, It acis slowly, as, with disease of 
leng standing, it ought to do. l recommend any one 
affected with lung trouble to try it. T. C. L. 

— o 

Mn James E, Emerson, of Besver Falls, will address 
the Pitisburgh Liberal League in K. of P. Hall, 76 Fifth 
avenue, on Sunday, January 18, 1880 ; subject, *' Progressive 
Life "—man's intellectual, moral, social, religious, ard politi- 
cal devclopment. We hope all our readers of ['ttsburgh 


i will attend. 
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Communications. 


Mrs. Denton Replies to Bundy. 


[The following was sent to the R-P Journal, but the 
editor “respectfully declined to publish” it. After his 
attack on Mrs. Denton, it does not speak very well for his 
sense of fairness. ] 


WELLESLEY, Mass, Dec. 14, 1879. 

EDITOR R.-P. Journal, Dear Sir: I had no doubt of the 
Journal's responsibility for ihe attack in its columns on Mr. 
Bennett, Bret what right had I to treat your ‘‘special 
agent ” merely as a mark behind which the Journal was 
pleased to hide ? 

You say, “Tne government has not thrust any question 
upon our attention." I arswer, When a government insti- 
tuted by the people, for the avowed purpose of securing to 
the governed the blessings of liberty, and an equality of 
rights and privileges, some in cases where liberty has been 
forfeited by crime—when such a government so far forgets 
the source of its authority and the object of its own exist- 
ence as to thwart that purpose by its Jegislation, and to sus- 
tain its courts in asytematic disregard of such rights, I 
maintain that it raises a question, and a very grave ques- 
tion, as to the duty of every citizen who contributes either 
means or influence to its support. If our government has 
not done this by its legislation in connection with the 
obscenity law—by sustaining the unjust decisions of its 


courts in the attempt to execute that law, and by permitting ; 


its agents to resort to falsehood and crime, and to the vulgar 
tricks of the most abandoned and vicious, in the effort to 
destroy its intended victims without arousing the indigna- 
tion of the civilized world—then words hav no meaning, 
and governments are irresponsibie. 


You say the United States courta decided that Mr. Hey- 
wood’s “was an obscene pamphlet ;" that Mr. Bennett 
** knowing that, defied the government to prosecute him by 
sending it through the mails;” that ‘‘he knew the penalty 
and took the risk.” But do you forget that that same 
United States court decided, first, that the nient of an 
author is not be considered in determining as to the decency 
or indecency of his productions ? and, second, that the 
name of Mr. Heywood’s pamphlet, and hence the term by 
which you hav (csignated it, is indecent? Or, hav you 
also, "knowing that, defied the government to prosecute " 
you “by sending it through tbe mails?" Senseless as such a 
decision may appear, I cannot write the name of that pam- 
phlet iu this letter and send it to you through the post-office 
without rendering myzelf—as you hav already rendered 
yourself—liable to prosecution and a term in the peniten- 
tiary for the same offense, in law, as that which sent Messrs. 
Heywood and Bennett there. So of Mrs. Underwood and the 
Index, notwithstanding their vehement diec'aimers against 
all sympathizers with the outraged victims of this insane 
attempt to put down Freethought by law. Recollect, 
“the ntent of the author,” declares the United States 
court, through his honor, Judge Clarke, has nothing to do 
with his guilt or innocence. And yet you say, ‘‘ The gov- 
ernment has not 'thrust’ any question upon our atten- 
tion.’ 

You might as well tell us that the government did not 
thrust any question upon our attention by the passage of 
the Fugitive Slave law, because the United States courts 
decided that law constitutional; and because by giving 
*' aid and comfort” to the victims of the lash the Abolition- 
ists ‘‘defied the government to prosecute” them. They, too, 
‘knew the penalty and took the risk.” But the government 
that legislates against certain and unspecified practices of 
the people, and leaves the catalogue of those practices to be 
made up by each and every court under its jurisdiction as 
the cases are brought before it, and as the passions and 
prejudices of each may decide, as effectually robs the people 
of the rights of freemen as it could do were it to sell the 
nation to the Czar of the Russias. And this is precisely 
what our government has done in the matter of ‘indecent 
pulications.” It has forbidden us to send indecent publica- 
tions through the maila, but it has failed or refused to tell 
us what is and what is not indecent in literature. We hav 
not even a common standard by which to measure and dis- 
tinguish such a8 may and such as may not be sent, while 
there are vast multitudes concerning the decency and inde- 
cency of which opinions may and do honestly differ. 
Without a commen standard and without a definition of 
the ** obscene or indecent” to-which the law is intended to 
apply, the dicision of the court is simply an expression of 
the private opinion of the man ; and the government that 
authorizes its agents to drag men and women to prison for 
disregard of such private opinion is sowing the wind and 
must expect to reep the whirlwind in due time. 


Surely you load “the people's teachers” with a frightful 
responsibility. They ‘‘ alone hav it in their power to pollute 
or purify the mental and moral fountain from which the 
republic draws life.” As if the people hav no wisdom of 
their own, nor any mother wit with which to measure the 
ideas presented them. Alas! poor things! What right 
hav they to choose their own teachers, or to select their own 
studies ? ''The Consensus of the Competent,” and the 
“keepers of the fountain of public purity," ‘these and 
these alone hav it in their power to pollute or purify.” 
Strange, however, is it not, that ‘the 10untain of public” 
purity " should hav been committed to the keeping of per- 
sons who are proverbial for lives of impurity ? 

Permit me to ask if you intentionally indorse Mr. Hey- 
wood's gravest charge against our present marriage system ? 
Mr. Heywood charges that it is a deadly enemy to the nat- 
ural relation of the sexes. You make no effort to show us 
. that this is an error, but, if I understand your language, 

you advance and maintain the same theory. Surely this 


goes far towards discovering the want on the part of its 
author of a clear understanding of the important questions 
at issue. 


short time only. He is quite too much occupied with other 
matters to write you at present, and he therefore wishes me 
to say that the idea conveyed by your statement concerning 
his refusal ‘‘to speak on a platform that welcomed Free- 
lovers" 
to speak on a platform that welcomed Freelovers, it is true— 
not because the persons were Freelovers, however, but be- 
cause certain of those welcomed were, he was assured, 
guilty of flagrantly immoral and unjust practices, 
sincerest regret that the R.-P. Journal should hav assumed 
its present attitude in regard to this whole matter, I again 
subscribe myself, 


National Reformer of London, dated December the 7th, is 
the following answer in the column devoted ''to Corre- 
spondents: 
marked ‘strictly private and confidential.’ 


ought not to be. Granting that the charge is true, however, 
can we hope that a human institution may thus defy. 
nature with impunity? It is a fact, well recognized in 
scientific research, that, if we would work successfully for 
the accomplishment of a given purpose, we must work in 
harmony with, and not in opposition to, nature and her 
laws. 

I by no means accept your definition of “the natural 
relation of the sexes ” in its highest and purest sense ; and 
I challenge you to prove it correct. Is it not enough that 
they who believe in ‘‘ salvation by grace" should thus revile 
nature for her methods in this her holiest of all temples, and 
at the fountain of her richest life. 

You say Iam “indignant.” I grant it. Iam indignant 
that a journal professing to hold fraud in abhorrence 
should attempt to palm off upon those less favored with 
opportunities for judging correctly the portrait it has drawn 
for us—and apparently 80 ‘much admires—as that of a true 
woman, or rather that of a guiltless young girl. By doing 
80, however, it either confesses itself unacquainted with 
true womanhood, or it offers an unblushing insult to every 
true and pure woman among its readers. 

Iwish it distinctly understood that I do not judge that 
woman as the Journal represents. That I hav judged the 
portraits presented us by the Journal I am ready to admit. 
And the woman who does not scorn the slanderous insinua- 
tion it involves against the character of her sex can hav 
little conception of the moral turpitude it implies. 

lam not discussing persons, except in 80 far as they rep- 
resent measures and principles ; and, hence, I hav not the 
slightest care to contradict your charge of ‘‘ defection,” on 
my part, ‘‘ from the good of the social relation," whatever 
that may mean—an expression, let me add, which in itself 


the top of the great temple of superstition, and has been at 
it for ages; but science, with its corps of sappers and 
miners, silently and surely, by its underground work, lets 
down the whole fabric into promiscuous ruin. Hence, the 
church, in contemplating the present and the future, is 
more discouraged than she has ever been, By the popular- 
ization of science the men in the pews say to the men in the 
pulpit : “Birs, what you teach us about God and man is 
not true. It is false, proved to be so by facts indubitable. 
Nothing good can ever come of falsehood, and therefore we 
bid you a final farewell, and worship henceforth in the 
temple of nature.” By the principle of co-operation we can 
all help, more or less, in advancing the interests of the 
Freethought movement, but the idea is ridiculous that we 
can stop it—that we can roll back the Niagara upon the 
waters of Lake Erie. "Then, let us drop a tear over the de- 
fection of the Index and its editor, as our Revolutionary 
fathers did over the treason of Arnold, and shoulder arms 
for further strife. The &.-P. Journal, of Chicago, is already 
crying, ‘‘ Help me, Cassius, or I sink ;" and the Zndez, hav- 
ing its finger knocked off, retires from the. battle-field, and 
devotes itself henceforth to the work of realizing the theory 
of the perfectibility of human nature. We must go on sim- 
plifying knowledge and scattering it on the wings of every 
wind, so that it may be borne into and bless every man’s 
habitation, Farr PLAY. 


P, 8.—During George Holyoake’s visit to this country, Mr. 
Abbot seems to hav thought that he could flatter him into a 
coalescence with the Boston clique of Simon Pures ; and, 
without much doubt, his ‘strictly private and confidential” 
letter to Mr. Bradlaugh was an attempt to do the same thing 
with him, else why discuss secretly a subject on which he 
had written an ''open letter?" What was the secret fact 
he wished to communicate the knowledge of to Mr. Brad- 
laugh ? or what the secret plan that ke wished him to assist 
in carrying out ? Of course the receiver of the letter is too 
honorable a man to do as Abbot and Bundy did in publish- 
ing to the world, without leave of the writer, letters that, in 
their very nature, were ‘strictly private and confidential ;" 
but we are at liberty to put this to that, and opine what Mr. 
Abbot’s letter contained or proposed. 

But Mr. Bradlaugh cannot be induced by flattery or frowns 
to impeach the decency of one hundred and fifty Leagues, 
composed of intelligent American citizens, and their loyalty 
to the cause of Freethought, in order to propitiate reform 
and bask in the smiles of a little squad of eight Leagues, of 
which Mr. Abbot is the corporal, and at the head of which 
he proposed, at Syracuse, to march over “all America,” 
conquering and to conquer. Mr. Bradlaugh understands 
that all this prudish zeal against ‘‘ Freelove,” whether in 
England or this country, is a puritanical sham and pretense ; 
and we know that during Mr. Abbot’s most death-like faint- 
ing fits over the impurity of the ‘‘ pirates" whom he charged 
with boarding his craft at Syracuse, he was publishing 
articles in the?Zndez which were written by notorious Free- 
lovers, not Only in theory but practice. This zeal is of the 
same Character as Comstock’s piety and chastity, which 
allowed him to bribe a fallen woman in Greene street to 


Sincerely, ete., ELIZABETH M. F. DENTON. | 
P. 8.—Since writing the above I hav seen Mr. Denton for a 


is a mistaken one. He did refuse, some years since, 


With 


Sincerely yours, ett; E, M,F. D. 


A Snub Given to a S 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In the 


“F. E. Abbot, Boston. We hav your letter 


We are pre- 


ruin. 


cluded by your indorsement from printing it, and we hav 
no wish to write to you privately now on a matter in which 
you first addressed us publicly, and without any private in- 
timations, " 


The reader of this paper may remember that editor Abbot 


requested editor Bradlaugh to exchange papers; that after 
the Index ceased to be sent Mr. Abbot published an open 
letter to Mr. Bradlaugh, which he must hav known Mr. 
Bradlaugh would not see unless some friend would send 
him the paper. 


A friend did send him the Indez; and 
now Mr. Abbot addre8ses Mr. Bradlaugh privately and con- 


jidentially on the same subject—the Bennett, Rawson, and 


Wright imbroglio, 
For so small man in stature we seldom meet with so 


great a man in arrogance and presumption as Mr. Abbot is. 
No pope ever sat on his spiritual throne who was more of a 
despot. 


When his jealousy of Bennett and Tax TRUTH 
SEEKER led him to sympathize with Comstock he imme- 


diately mounted his high horse, and determined to ride 


down all opposition to his supreme will. He nominated 
himself for re-election as president of the League, laid down 
his platform, nominated also his associates, and then 
assailed the action of the League. When the members saw 
fit to vote for Elizur Wright, Mr. Abbot, instead of grace- 
fully submitting to the will of the majority, went off with 
old Judge Hurlbut at his heels into a secession, and has 
shown ever since that his ambition is to rule or ruin the 
League. As he cannot rule, he is determined, if he can, to 
Like the jackal which scents putrefying . corpses in 
the grave, and likes the smell, he digs up old scores and 
endeavors to turn them to account against the men who had 
the audacity to question his right to rule. And he does this 
with a remorselessness which reminds us of the bloody days 
of church persecution. Does any one imagine that if the 
League at Syracuse had unanimously re-elected Mr. Abbot 
ag president, and voted for his half-way measures in the 
matter of the Comstock laws, he would ever hav raked the 
records against Bennett and Rawson ? Nota bit of it. He 
has given overwhelming proof that his main object in get- 
ting up the Liberal League was to form a soclety in which 
he should be the chief man whose will should be law to all 
his admiring followers. 

But, judging from the complexion of the Indes, which 


seems now to hav gone back to the work of perfecting 


human nature by the instrumentality of Free Religion, Mr. 
Abbott has learned that neither he by his treason to the 
cause, nor Bennett and Rawson by their unfortunate blun- 
ders, nor the death. or defection of any hundred of our 
leading men can do anything more than temporarily hinder 
the cause of Freethought. The deliverance of mankind 
from the yoke of superstition is the mission of science, not 
theological controversy. Controversy begins its fight at 


expose her naked person, and to gaze upon her for an hour, 
not with the admiration of an artist at the beauty of the 
divine handiwork, but to feed his lecherous imagination, 
and then carry her off to prison. 


F. P. 


The Bible Proved to Be a Book of Science. 
BY BROTHER 8MITH, OF THE M. E. CHURCH. 


My BELOVED ÑISTERS AND BROTHERS : Inasmuch as our 


beloved preacher has not arrived, owing to causes best 
known to himself and the Lord, I concluded to talk to you 
myself. 
present, for their benefit I'll select a text from God's ever- 
lasting truth touching upon the subject of astronomy, so 
that you may know that as a book of science the Holy 
Bible i8 unsurpassed by any other book in our public school, 
the Infidel Babcock to the contrary notwithstanding. 


As I see some of the members of the school board 


‘ And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven 
and did cast them to the earth " (Rev. xii, 4). This text, 


my beloved, am a very important text, and well calculated 
to teach an important lesson. 
the subject of 'stronomy says the stars am biger'n this 
world and that they am millions of miles apart. 


Some of the school books on 


Glory to 
God ! brethren, for this confession, for, if true, it only 
teaches us how great and glorious am God's works. For in 
order to drag so many stars an’ knock ’em out of heaven 


that tail would hav had to be ten millions of miles in length 
an’ about forty-two thousand miles through at the butt. 


Only think, sisters, ah, an’ brethren, ah, how glorious, ah, 
grand, an’. magnificent must be the sight of such a tail, ah, 
wagging gently to an’ fro in God's kingdom, with a flag a` 
thousand miles long tied to the little end, on which could be 
read in letters of gold '* Hosanna to the Most High," an? 
every motion keeping time to the tune that's playin' on the 


harp of a thousand strings, aht 


Let us thank our school board for.their wisdom in taking 
the book which teaches this important lesson that to-day we 
hav one-third less stars in heaven than there were before 
they were dragged to the earth by the tail of the great 
heavenly dragon. The text says, '' And his tail drew the 
third part of the stars of heaven and did cast them to the 
earth," and the third verse says that he had ''ten horns and 
seven heads," ah, An’ I suppose that the heads an’ horns 
was strung along ‘‘the tail so as to enable him to see the 
end of his great tail," an’ when he hooked each horn into a 
star he dragged 'em to the earth, ah. God didn't furnish 
the great red dragon with a telescope so he could see his tail, 
ah, but the Good Book tells us that he furnished him with 
seven heads which enabled him to see what his tail was a 
doing, an’ I tell you, brethren, that when he struck at a 
star it had to start for the earth, ab, O ye foolet why will 
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you spend your hard-earned money to go to the circus and 
shows whose best animal’s tail is but as a grain of sand 
on the sea-shore in comparison to the talls that are in 
heaven, ah? Save your money an’ put it in the hat for the 
support of the gospel, ah, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven an’ the teaching of this important lesson upon the 
subject of 'stronomy, ah. Again, let's thank the school 
board of Bt. Johns for keeping the Bible—a book that can 
never lie—in our school, ah, An’ may we all, brothers and 
sisters, finally reach that happy land, where, free of charge, 
: we can feast our eyes on the big things that are in heaven, 
Bro. Jones will pass the hat. Amen. 


Col. Robert 6. Ingersoll at Columbus, Ohio. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir; While the 
memory of Col. Ingersoll’s lecture at Columbus, on Decem- 
ber 19th, is still fresh I will giv you as much of it as I can, 
but of course it must be at seeond hand. 

Some ten days ago the country around Columbus was 
greatly worked up over the coming of General Grant. At 
present I am some fifteen miles from Columbus, and 
through this place there ran an excursion train, carrying off 
the surplus of our population to see that personage. The 
gathering upon that occasion was very large, ’tis true, but, 
let me ask, what was it for? Can any one of the many who 
went dissect that noisy reception, and, upon a serious re- 
flection, feel other than disgusted with himself when he 
thinks of the utter vanity of all such man-worship? I 
would like to say more upon this subject, but must make 
my application of its use and proceed to the lecture. 

Idid not attend the Grant reception, for reasons Icon- 
sidered excellent ; but Colonel Ingersoll was coming, with 
the announcement that he would lecture, and though there 
was no excursion train to carry with ease and return with 
convenience, I resolved at once to attend, as I had never 
had the good fortune to hear him. I believed there was 
something of use to be gotten there, sufficient even to over- 
come the obstacle of waiting till after midnight at a distant 
depot and coming home on a coal train, which would con- 
sume most of the night. 

At eight o'clock of the aforesaid evening Comstock’s 

: Opera House was pretty well filled. The Colonel appeared 
upon the stage, welcomed with applause from the audi- 
ence, and began at once upon his subject, which was 
“Hel.” ] 

He began by saying that if there was such a place of 
everlasting torment for the damned, provided by God, it 
was nothing more than justice to expect that the founder 
of that place should hav notified his people who were liable 
to terminate this existence with an introduction into that 
country ; and it was no more than was due from him that 
he should tell his people how they could avoid it. 

It was the right of his people, and his duty towards 
them. He then said that instead of such au understanding 
between God and his people, there nowhere appeared in the 
Old Testament any such revelation from God., When the 
first pair was created they were simply told that they 
should surely die at the moment they ate of tne fruit. Not 
a word &bout any hell; and Mr. Adam, from all accounts, 
was totally ignorant of the existence of any such place. 
After a while Cain killed his brother, and not a breath 

` about hel. After a while God gets sick of the man and 
woman business,-and drowns all save eight from the face of 
the earth, and still nothing about hell Now he starts 
again, and I hav always thought, said Colonel Ingersoll, it 
would hav been better to hav started right from this point 
in the first place. It would hav saved countless lives, and 
hav dispensed with an infamous act on the part of God 
Almighty. 

He then took up the New Testament, and said there is 
the place we find out about hell. He discoursed at length 
upon what that part of the Dible said in reference to it, and 

` then took up the vicarious atonement, which he handled 
with such skill and unanswerable logic that it brought con- 
viction of the truth of his statements to the breast of every 
hearer, if the responses by way of applause can be relied 
upon as any proof. He dwelt upon the Christian requisites 
as passports to that delightful heaven, and portrayed in in- 
describable power what infamous wretches could locate in 
heaven by taking advantage of the bankruptcy court of héa- 
ven, and what noble, self-sacrificing beings should go to hel) 
if they died without complying with the Christian scheme 
of salvation. He drew the picture of aman in the hot, 
parching sands of the desert, overcome, exhausted, when, 
with lips cracked and swollen, tongue protruding from his 
mouth, dying for water, along comes another man, who, 
having a few drops of water in his canteen, and knowing 
it may be death to part with it, yet heroically pours it down 
the throat of the famished man, who thereupon revives, 
pushes onward, reaches an oasis, where he drinks till re- 
newed strength can carry him home to his wife and family. 
Afterwards he accepts the scheme of salvation, and with his 
wife lands safely in the land of harps and engnges in that 
business. But the poor fellow who gave the water puts 
himself in the shoes of the dying man, and by his noble, 
unselfish conduct dies unconnected with any church, and 
goes to hell. By and by, when all concerned in this tragedy 
are gone from the earth, the man who was so saved takes 
his wife and walks over to hell and says to her, ‘‘Do you 
see that thin, vapory spirit over there ?" ‘‘ Yes,” she says. 
** Weil,” says he, ‘‘ that's the fellow that gave me the water 
on the desert. If he hadn’t done that I never could hav 
lived to be baptized and through that means reach heaven 
and enjoy its happiness and blessings." Do you thiuk, 
said Colonel Ingersoll, that such a heartless wretch can 
take precedence over the noble hero who gave his life to 
save the dying man’s ? Could you be happy, be contented, 
in heaven, with father, mother, brother, sister, wife, or 
child in a place of endless torment ? I denounce sucha 


thereupon the created one would proceed to bring two or 
three idiots into the world, then the same number of rascals, 
and some drunken wretches, and finally one smart fellow. 
What, he said, would you think of such people? And this 
is, according to the Christian faith, just what the orthodox 
God is doing to-day. Continued the speaker, Why don’t he 
quit turning out such jobs? And again, those who stood 
the best chance to get into heaven were those who did not 
hav sense enough to know that there was any such means of 
saving souls, and this class embraced all the idiots. Next to 
this came the heathen. 
reject it was certain and everlasting hell. 
character of the tenants of heaven were usually such as 
were very questionable while here on earth; that if a man 
was accused of a murder he was arrested, and if found 
guity, was convicted and sentenced tg explate his crime by 
death ; next he endeavored to procure a new trial; that 
overruled, he made application to the governor for a par- 
don ; that denied, he never failed to get religion and be 
sure of going straight to heaven. 
this by giving an account of a murder, where the con- 
victed man was sentenced to die, and followed out the fore- 
going order. 


most brutal manner. 


doctrine and the gods who instituted it as infamous and 
damnable. 

No maiter, continued the speaker, how much misery or 
harm any one does, by the Christian method, if you get in 
at quarter to twelve—in the eleventh hour—you are saved. 

He defined what a sin was; that it was something done 
that decreased the sum of human happiness, that injured 
another; then he showed most clearly how impossible it is for 
any human to sin against the infinite creator for the reason 
that he could not affect him, and he said, Suppose a god 
should create a man and women and tell them, when he had 
endowed them with every quality of health and excellence, 
that they could hav just such children as they wanted, and 


To know anything of the Bible and 
He said that the 


The speaker illustrated 


The murderer was hung in San Francisco 
while he was there, and ‘had taken the life of a girl in the 
On the day of his execution he said 
he was so happy, he was going right to heaven, he was 
happy in Christ, and he only regretted that the sweet form 
he had slain died without religion and had to go to hell. 
This, he said, was the pattern of a man that went to heaven ; 
and for himself, if the Christian doctrine is true, he chose 
to go to hell where he would find decent society and some 
sympathy and humanity. 

A short time since a young man who had just been con- 
verted came to him and made an effort to turn him from his 
wicked ways, and, said the speaker, young converts are 
like bumblebees, always largest when they are just hatched. 
He asked the young man this question, If your mother 
should die without the church do you think she would go to 
hell? Yes, said he. Now do you think you could be 
happy in beaven and your mother in hell? He made 
answer by saying that God knew best, and if that was thé 
case he could be happy. He said he was astonished at the 
declaration, and for himself he had but to say that if his 
wife and children should go to hell that is where he wanted 
to be, right by their side. They had made him happy here, 
and he loved them too much to be happy in heaven with 
them in hell. He said further, that he had always noticed 
that those who had the most selfish, contemptible souls 
made the biggest fuss about having them saved. 


Another strange thing about it allwas that God could 
grant no pardon for offenses after death ; it was all put into 
the hands of his priests on earth to attend to for him. And 
if it was all true, and only the good Christians got to 
heaven, it would be one of the most thinly settled countries 
eyes were ever cast upon, 


He said that he had been asked by overzealous persons if 

he pretended to know more than the scores of dead men 
who had given their lives and exertions to the study of the 
Bible and had died in the faith. Certainly, said he, I know 
more than they, for I hav had their lives and researches to 
look at, as well as a riper age to liv in, and I should know 
more. This he styled the argument of the cemetery, and 
said also that if a man is to be taken for authority on 
religion he ought also to be authority in other matters, and 
auswered those persons who produced the argument of the 
cemetery by declaring such to be the case, and adduced 
Lord Bacon as an example who was approved by the Chris- 
tians in religious matters, where he was considered as 
authority; but, said he, Lord Bacon did not believe in the 
Copernican system of astronomy and a lot of that. He 
wanted a man who was nearer to the truth in other matters 
to be any guide in religion for him. 
To hear those talk of hell who pretended to know all 
about the place, Col. Ingersoll said he had never yet heard 
any one admit that any of their own folks had gone there; 
it had always been some one that was not of their immedi- 
ate family. The first he ever heard of going there was 
Swedenborg, &nd the report of his going there was very 
gratifying, for he said the first person he there met with 
was John Calvin, and he (the speaker) had always felt 
obliged to Swedenborg for the information. 

His comparison of John Wesley and Thomas Paine was 
such a panegyric of the latter that the audience took it from 
his lips in a loud burst of applause, which increased in vol- 
ume under the catching enthusiasm of the moment, till the 
building fairly shook with the approbation of the audience. 
The feeling to right the traduced character of one who so 
nobly labored for his fellow-men was then shown to be 
awaking and but tor whom, and other worthy names equally 
execrated under Protestant misrule, our eloquent champion 
would fare as they did, instead of being worn in the hearts 
of many true men and women, as liberty is proud to 
acknowledge. John Wesley, said the speaker, wrote 
against the independence of the American colonies; Thomas 
Paine wrote for it. 

Col. Ingersoll alluded to the inconsistency of orthodox 


people, and referred to the late civil war as an instance, 
saying that Christians were sure of going to heaven when 
they died, and of course the sooner they died the sooner 
they reached the shining shore; but instead of periling their 
lives in battles, when the draft came on those that could 
procured substitutes and, too, without even ascertaining 
whether said substitute was a professor of religion, when at 
the same time believing that if he was not, and was shot, he 
would surely go to hell. 


He claimed that this was the dawning of the age of 


reformation, that it would supersede the expiring one of 
worthless Christianity; that the time was fast approaching 
when prisons and penitentiaries would be done away with 
on earth, but that, according to the Christian theology, God 
was to hav a penitentiary up there where the convicts were 
to wear the stripes of hell. 
the good that was to supplant the existing bad. 
phatically said that but for the hypocrites in the church he 
would not be allowed to speak as he does. a 


He spoke earnestly upon the 
He em- 


He closed with a thrilling appeal to the audience never to 


giv, in any way, a dollar for the support of such infamous 
doctrines a8 are taught and preached from the pulpit. 


This;is but a poor and meager report of his lecture, ag 


anything on paper, however wellreported, that comes from 
him must be like viewing the dead body after the spirit has 
flown, but a faint conception can be had from this which is 
necessarily brief. He was frequently and loudly applauded, 
which 8howed the audience was in full sympathy with him, 
and encourages all lovers of truth and haters of lies and en- 
slavers of conscience, 


Yours, etc., HOMESPUN. 


December 21, 1879. 
EEE 
A. Good Word for a Good Doctor. 


To THE EDITOR or Tug TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: Will you 


kindly allow me a little of the precious and valuable space 
in our dear TRUTH SEEKER in which to say to thy readers 
that as we hav in the Liberal ranks some excellent phy- 
sicians for the diseases of the body, as well as those of the 
mind, it is our duty, as it should be our pleasure, to, as far 
as practicable, patronize theso friends of universal liberty 


and progressive thought in preference to employing the 
‘‘ old-time,” bigoted, fogyish class of ‘‘ regulars” who re- 
main in the same old ruts year after year and are just as 
much opposed to individual, independent thinkers in the 
science of medicine as in the school of theology, and then. 
work against al) innovators upon their *'time-honored insti- 
tution” just as bitterly, persistently, and spitefully as do the 
priesthood against the teachers of real facts and exposers 
of supernatural delusions? 

Do you for a moment suppose that Dr. Foote would hav 
been Comstocked had he been one of the regular school of 
medicine, any more than Bennett would hav been peni- 
tentiaried had he been a Coctor of divinity and mailec 
‘*Cupid’s Yokes ?” 

I hav been led to make these remarks in view of bring- 
ing more closely to your attention the merits and claims 
of Dr. R. P. Fellows, whom [ believe to be an honest, 
conscientious, pains-taking physician, and who is prob 
ably as well skilled in the truly benevolent art of making 
sick folks well as any other medical doctor in the country. 

Mr. Slenker has been under his care for some montha—is 
being treated by him for partial deafness and chronic 
catarrh, both of which inflrmities seem gradually ytelding 
to the doctor's remedies, and we hope in time a permanent 
cure will be effected. But in bodily ailments. as well as - 
mental crookedness, if the disease is of long standing, the 
cure must naturally require longer time to perfect itself. 

There is no warmer friend to progress and mental free- 
dom among all the readers of our beloved TRUTH SEEKER 
than Dr. Fellows, or one who is a greater admirer of those 
who speak bold, brave, earnest words for truth and human 
rights. 

A sound mind in a healthy body is one of the most desir- 
able of all the goods of life, and if you are afflicted with any 
of the thousand ilis flesh is heir to, I hope yon will, one and 
all, giv our Liberal friend an opportunity to make you whole 
again—to render the physical casket a fit receptacle for the 
jewel of the mind, which is the all that makes us what we 
are, and renders us worthy of the love, admiration, and 
respect of our kind. Respectfully, ELMINA D. SLENKER. 

Snowville, .Va., Nov. 30, 1879. 


Queries. 

To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Will you 
tolerate my queries ? If so, and I deem you a real Liberal 
and an unselfish friend to Mr. Bennett and a humanitarian 
in the best sense of the word, then I answer that Jesus 
Christ was an Essene ; that there were three sects in relig- 
ion among the Jews at thé time of Jesus—the Pharisees, the 
Saducees, and the Essenes. The Essenes had existed as 
a sect for about three hundred years. Their sect was & 
commune, a community, They lived all in common, hence 
the words, ''take no thonght for the morrow.” They cared 
for each other. Their faith, that the word would become 
flesh, is a correct doctrine according to ‘‘ hereditary de- 
scent." One Joshua (Jesus) was born to them imbued 
with all their peculiar doctrine of faith. His influence was 
so great that all was lost in bim, as were the disciples in 
Alexander Campbell. The Essenes became Christians, 
and the Christians became Roman Catholics. They de- 
stroyed the sciences and brought on the dark ages. 

Your communicator wishes to say to all Liberals and all 
investigators atter trutb, that he thinks that more convinc- 
ing knowledge of the past history of the Jewish and all 
other religions may be derived from Kersev Graves’ *' Bix- 
teen Crucified Saviors” and his ‘‘ Bible of Bibles” than all 
other books. 

Who was Kersey Graves ? He was born iu the society of 
Friends, ag Jesus was in the society of Essenes, and ho 
was trained to be & Quaker preacher in that sect that never 
persecuted. But instead, he became a discerner of human . 
character and one of the most convinciug writers on ori- 
ental history extant. His wife was a relative of the immortal 
Lincoln’s Secretary of War, Stanton, and she is his able 
helpmate in his noble historic writings. Their address is 
Richmond, Ind., and D. M, Bennett’s printing house has 
their grand works on sale. T. S. ANDREWS, M.D. 
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The Bible and Education 


` Is the title of an attack on Freethinkers in a Kansas paper, 
and purports to be a review and refutation of former 
attacks in the same paper on the Bible. We hav rarely 
seen more sophistry, false statements, and prejudice done 


' up in so small a package as in this article, which we are’ 
assured was written by a minister. He claims that the Bible: 


is the very embodiment of morality, that is, social purity 
and inspired refinement. He quotes several authors to the 
effect that the Bible is the book of all books for children to 
study in schools in order to become possessed of pure mor- 
als. It may be so. It may be that children can read 
accounts of rapes and adulteries, stories of men gaining 
. heaven by lying and stealing, and avoiding hell by murder- 
ing babes and butchering animals, but it seems to us that if 
what they read has any effect on youthful minds, it must be 
directly contrary to the interests of morslity, honesty, and 
kindness, We are not 80 old that we forget the effect Bible 
reading had upon us in school. Carefully did the teacher 
skip these parts, and try to confine the scholars to the New 
Testament, which is the cleanest part, but without success. 
They wanted to know what ‘‘an eunuck " was, and queried 
what “knowing her not" could mean. The New Testa- 
ment introduced the boys to the ‘‘ harlot” and the girls to 
the ‘‘whoremongers.” ‘‘Take a little wine for thy stom- 
ach’s sake ” has been quoted by boys in justification of their 
youthful sprees, 

When the lessons were learned, how often hav we seen 
the Bible picked up and, hid behind an atlas stood on end, 
perused by the scholars. Tavestigation used to catch them 
reading the tabooed parts, rendered attractive by the very 
fact that they were forbidden to read them. Had they not 
been forbidden, had they been explained as the crudé 


restraining influence, morally and religiously, when accepted 
! and practiced, the removal of the cause.” 

This is refreshing. We hav not seen; what it is these very 
terrible writers hav charged the church with doing, and 
Christianity as being the cause, but we venture to assert 
that the church has committed more murders in the name 
of God than any other system of religion—and some of 
them hav killed a few—or than hav perished in any war 
waged by temporal rulers. And. we furthermore say that 
Christianity has been the cause, and that the Bible has been 
the book from which they justified themselves. The more 
truly men hav believed in the Bible, the more they hav 
persecuted. Torquemada was a very zealous Christian; 
| Henry the Eighth attended church regularly; Philip the 
Second said his prayers with great unction ; Charles the 
Fifth went to mass several more ‘times a year than was 
absolutely indispensable to save his soul; John Calvin, 
! Matthew Hopkins, and all the other Christian worthies who 
hav stained the leaves of history with their bloody deeds, 
were Very jealous in matters connected with their souls. 
And why should not zealous Christians persecute when the 
founder of the system—-whom this man would hav us be- 
lieve was the ‘purest among the mighty; the mightiest 
among the pure " — says distinctly, “If any man come to 
me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and 
children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life 
also, he cannot be my disciple?’ Would they not be 
justified to ‘fulfill the scripture," which says, '' He that 
believeth not shall be damned,” in resorting to almost every 
device to save souls; that is, if they really believed Christ 
meant what he said? If they did not believe him, they 
would hardly take the trouble to build inquisitions, with all 
their soul-saving appliances, to make heretics say they be- 
lieved what they themselves doubted. 

We could fill pages of TuE TRUTH SEEKER with Bible 
obscenity. Four volumes as large as the New York City 
Directory could be filled with the lists of people the church 
has murdered. The accounts of the adulteries and crimes 
of the churchmen would take weeks to enumerate. And 
we do not see why they should not if they believe that God 
and his chosen people are examples to be followed. We 
find all these crimes committed by the Lord’s favorites and 
by his command. We find in the Bible incidents that to us 
appear obscene and unfit to be placed before school children 
or before the ‘‘children of a larger growth.” We should 
not commend our sons to follow the example of Absalom, 
nor our daughters.that of Potiphar’s wife. Confucius was 
a little purer than David; and by the side of Solomon Soc- 
rates does not show to disadvantage. Lot’s daughters are 
not paragons of virtue, and the old man himself would be 
called a beast in these times. Abraham and Jephthah had 
a counterpart in Freeman, but he ig in jail charged with 
being a lunatic and a murderer. To say, as this man does, 
that ‘‘ the Bible is the best of books, and Christ is the best 
of men,” is putting it very strong, The Bible is both volup- 


records of a barbarous people, they would hav turned from 
them as uninteresting. But the secrecy and the filth com- 
bined were very powerful attractions to inquisitive youth. 

This minister speaks of Ingersoll’s writings as but the 
*'rehash of the vile, abusive language of Thomar Paine 
which all scholarly, decent skeptics hav discarded long 
ago.” That shows how carefully the man of God has read 
Ingersoll, and how much he knows about Paine. There ig 
not in the language more brilliant, witty, original sayings 
than these found in the speeches and writings of Col. R. G. 
Ingersol!; and the man who says they are a rehash of any 
body, even of so good a writer as Paine, simply shows his 
own ignorance. But calling Paine’s ‘“Age of Reason” 
vile and abusive does not lessen the force of his argument. 
Every one who has read them Knows they are neither vile, 
nor abusive, and every unprejudiced person must admit 
their unanswerable logic. Paine was plain but never vile, 
and his works are more eagerly read now than at any pre- 
vious time since he wrote them. The minister uses the old 
and oft exploded story that Franklin tried to dissuade 
Paine from pulishing his ‘‘ Age of Reason.” There is a 
letter in Spark’s ‘' Life of Franklin" on which this asser- 
tion is based, but there is one thing which would go to show 
that if Franklin ever wrote it it must hav been about some 
other book and to some other man. Paine’s ‘‘ Age of Rea- 
son" was published in 1795, Franklin died in 1790. Paine 

had not finished the first part more than a few hours before 

he was thrown into a French prison. As Franklin had 
been dead several years before the first part of the ‘‘ Age of 
Reason " was finished it can hardly be probable that Frank- 
lin read the manuscript. If he did not, and we.hav shown 
that he could not, the sentence ''I read your manuscript 
with attention," must hav been written about some other 
book and the letter to some other person. It is not beyond 
the range of possibilities that this letter was a forgery. Its 
author may hav been like Grant Thorburn, a literary thief. 
Thorburn was one of those on whom the N. Y. Observer 
relied to prove that Paine died ''like a beast," und whom 
James Parton detected in copying and trying to pass as his 
own an article from a newspaper. Perhaps some latter-day 
Eusebius insinuated his handiwork into Spark’s ‘‘ Life of 
Franklin." It is hardly likely that Franklin would labor 
to prevent the publication of the '' Age of Reason ” when 
he was a disbeliever in the inspiration of the scriptures and 
a skeptic in regard to Christianity. 

The minister quotes several other persons upon the value 
of the Bible; but as he givs no references to where these 
speeches can be found, we must conclude that he would not 
like to hav us inquire too closely into these little matters. 
“If the glory of God hath more abounded through my lie, 
why am I also judged a sinner?” or words to that effect. 

Our Christian friend observes that the writers to whom 
he is replying ‘‘hav charged upon Christianity and the 


tuous and vulgar, and some of Christ’s precepts are far from 
perfect. ‘‘Take no thought for the morrow ” is not the best 
way to get along in this world; and if you hav got to hate 
all your relations, including your wife, to be his disciple, 
we shall not follow him into bis neighbor’s cornfield. 

Our remarkably fair friend says that the Freethinkers 
denounce the Bible in toto without knowing what it ap- 
proves or disapproves. We disagree with him. We think 
Freethinkers know fully as much about the Bible as Chris- 
tians. Their opposition to it is founded on knowledge of 
its contents and teachings. lt approves of slavery, and the 
Infidels of the world are certainly opposed to that. It com- 
mands, as we hav said, all varieties of crime, and Free- 
thinkers are universally opposed to state-prison morals, 

The Bible is as familiar to Liberals in general as any 
other historical book, and is regarded by them in precisely 
the same light. They see its errors and its beauties; they 
acknowledge the good and denounce the bad. Were it rot 
held up as a revelation from a divine being they would find 
no fault with it. It would simply be accepted as an imper- 
fect chronicle of a barbarous people, and would be regarded 
as any other historical work. If a book is set up as perfect 
it must be above criticism. That the Bible is not is tolera- 
bly fair evidence in itself that it is not a perfect work from 
a perfect being. When such men as the writer of the 
article referred to will admit that the Bible is the work 
of men, imperfect and fallible, we think Freethinkers,will 
be the first to not only recognize whatever of merit it may 
contain, but to excuse the faults which now so prominently 
obtrude themselves upon even a casual reader. The Bible 
may hav its place, but it is certainly not in the public 
schools. It takes a mature mind to withstand the tempta- 
tions held out in its pages. 

—— i aes 


Col. Ingersoll to Lecture in Rochester, 


The Opera House, Rochester, N. Y., has been secured 
for the evening of the 16th, when Colonel Ingersoll will 
deliver his famous lecture on- "Human Rights." The 
lecture cannot be told too often nor to too many people. 

—————— 9 9———— —— 


Liberal Club Lectures. 


Henry Appleton occupied the platform of the Manhattan 
Liberal Club on Friday evening, Jan. 2d. His subject was, 
‘‘ The True Inwardness of the Land Question in Ireland.” 

Mr. Appleton, in his usual earnest and thorough style, 
sifted the nature of property itself, depicted the scandalous 
abuses of landlordism in Ireland, and then went into an 
analysis of the various systems in vogue among reformers 
to get at better social conditions. He maintained that until 
the Socialists eliminated the idea of profits, as now under- 
stood, their efforts simply contemplated multiplying the 


church ali the sins and evils of fallen, wicked men, as| number of thieves without stamping out the theft involved 
though that were the cause, instead of being as it is, the; in usury, i 


This called forth very stirring criticisms at the close of 
his lecture ; and on the whole the audience enjoyed, as the 
Methodists would say, “a very refreshing season.” 


ett aaia 


His Lectureship and the League. 


Joe Cook would be funny if he were not malicious. His 
statements in regard to Liberalism are the best specimens 
of falsification we hav seen. He says he reads the Liberal 
papers, and 80 he must be informed upon subjects about 
which helies with unblushing brazenness. Most ministers 
really are ignorant of what the League is or proposes to do, 
but Cook is not entitled to even so much charity as we 
would ailow the little ministers who do not know any bet- 
ter. His latest tirade upon the League and Mr. Bennett is : 
too rich tokeep. He has evidently drawn his facts from the 
very fountain-head of purity, otherwise. known as the Indew 
—to the liars’ paradise. We take it from the Boston Adver- 
liser : 


Mr. Cook returned to the Old South church yesterday 
noon and took with him, notwithstanding the storm, a large 
audience, composed mostly of men. The subject of his 
prelude was, ** Is American Infidelity Liberalism or Liber- 
tinism?” A cool recital of facte, he said, authenticated oy 
official documents, is all that is needed now to run a red- 
hot, zigzag thunderbolt through American Infidelity. 

1, On May 81. 1873, a committee of Congress, in reply to 
a petition from R. G. Ingersoll and others for the repeal of 
certain of the national postal laws, used this language: '' In 
the opinion of your committee, the post-office was not estab- 
lished to carry instruments of vice or obscene writings, 
indecent pictures, or lewd books.” 

2. The indisputable historical authority of this document, 
Containing R. G. Ingersoll’s name, shows that he and 
others asked for free mails, and what was meant by this 
Yequest in the opinion of a congressional committee, and 
why that request was not granted by Congress. 

3. The same fathomless infamous request which this con- 
gressional document holds up to public execration was made 
by a majority of the Infidel Liberal Leagues at a meeling in 
Syracuse in 1878, 

4, A minority of the Leagues seceded from that conven- 
tion because of the infamy of this demand, and hav since 
denounced with vigor the majority as representatives of 
libertinism rather than Liberalism. 

5. Notwithstanding this secession and denunciation, the 
majority of the Infidel Liberal Leagues, in a convention at 
Cincinnati, in September, 1879, renewed their demand of 
1878 concerning the repeal of certain national postal laws. 

6 A convicted cancer planter, now in Albany Peniten- 
tiary for the violation of these laws, was made the hero of 
this convention and the object of a resolution of defense 
and sympathy, offered by R. G. Ingersoll, and declarin 
that he committed ‘‘ no offense whatever against any law o 
this country.” 

7. On account of the refusal of the President of the 
United States to pardon out of the penitentiary this con- 
victed poisoner of youth, R. G. Ingersoll has left the 
Republican party, and the Cincinnati Convention of Infidel 
Liberal Leagues has resolved to cast its political influence 
only in favor of candidates of its own principles as to the 
secularization of the government. 

8. The secretary of the Cincinnati Infidel Convention and 
of the Infidel political party has been shown by legal docu- 
ments as quoted in a Boston Infidel paper (see the Jndex for 
Oct. 30, 1879), to be a convicted bigamist. The felon in the 
Albany Penitentiary has been exposed by the same paper, 
and by the A.P. Journal, of Chicago, as guilty of enor- 
mous social crimes, and the cancer planter has himself con- 
fessed the authorship of certain infamous letters which hav 
been published to establish his gutlt. 

9. In spite of these scathing exposures of the character 
of its chief hero and of its secretary, the party represented 
by the majority of Infidel Leagues continues to uphold 
both these men, and to emphasize its demand for the repeal 
of certain measurelessly important postal laws of the na- 
tion. 

10. The minority is the unimpeachable witness against 
the majority of American Infidels. 

11. The organization of the minority, however, has in it 
many officers who are also officers of the organization of 
the majority. 

12. The minority contains only eight auxiliary leagues, 
the majority 117. 

13. 1t is evidence, therefore, that American Infidelity, as 
a mass, means not so much Liberalism as libertinism, 

On this table I hav a mass of knotted adders; that is, 
Infidel newspapers; defending the poisoners of youth, and, 
without naming any of those sheets, I propose to show you 
a few of the fangs of the vipers. Here I pull out of the 
knotted mass an adder born in Boston, and it contains the 
resolutions of the Cincinnati Convention. I solemnly be- 
lieve that it is the purpose of the framers of these resolu- 
tions, and of those who demand the repeal of the present 
postal laws, to cheat the public, if they can, by pretending 
to be against the distribution of infamous publications 
through the mails, It is a very curious fact that only Infi- 
dels in this country should eomplain against these restric— 
tive laws and that nobody is pinched by them except Infi- 
dels and some Free HReligionists who sympathize with the 
Syracuse and Cincinnati Conventions. Here is a resolution 
which declares that they are in favor of such postal laws a8 
will allow the free distribution of irreligious news through 
the mails, and of the repeal of the restrictive laws. This 
calls for something in the way of legislation. But this 
other resolution is merely the expression of opinion. It 
does not say they are in favor of any laws against the dis- 
semination of obscene literature. We are utterly opposed 
to the dissemination through the mails of such literature, 
they say; but are you in favor of any laws to prevent the 
dissemination through the mail of such literature? If you 
are you don't say so. The first resolution is a glittering 
stiletto, the second is a silken handkerchief, in the folds of 
which the murderous weapon is partially concealed. 

I claim that the second resolution has an enormous and 
most significant omission in it. It does not call for any 
laws whatever against the dissemination of infamous mat- 
ter through the mails, while the first resolution does call for 
the repeal of such laws. I profess to be utterly candid in 
this matter. I hav been long enough before the enemy to 
know that I must not go into the battle with a broken 
sword and spear if I mean to giv hard blows as I certainly 
do. If anything was necessary to rouse me to a white heat 
on this subject it occurred when in the New York court- 
house I saw O. B. Frothingham and Alexander Davis seated 
cheek by jowl with D. M. Bennett [Hisses]. Who hisses 
there? Is there a friend here of the Albany felon? If so 
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let him contradict me. Speak out. The Old South has had 
interruptions before to-day. We hav had stormy meetings 
here, and we will hav them again if American law is not 
honored. But the head of this viperous Liberalistic body is 
under the heel, of what? Of the majority of cultured 
Infidels in the United States. Dolthink there is weight 
enough in that heel to crush the head of the viper? An 
editor who set the dragon's teeth has endeavored to draw 
under his wing the Liberal Leagues which hav sprung from 
his instructions. I lift up his paper (the Indes) and find a 
list of eight such Leagues. But when I turn to the stripes 
of this adder, I find a whole column in fine print taken up 
with the names of 117 towns where the auxiliary Leagues, 
representing the majority of Infidels in this country, hav 
their seats. You ask me what the church can do—what 
honest men can effect in opposition to this subterranean 
Conspiracy of the black angels in American civilization. A 
Petition was circulated in New England, and it received the 
signatures of most of our sound public men against the 
pardon of this felon in the Albany Penitentiary. There is 
in New York city, there is in this city, a society for the 
detection of vice; and single-handed, alone, the secretary of 
that society is fighting the ghouls and ogres of the slums of 
our great towns all the way across the continent to San 
Francisco. He is the authorized agent of the United States 
for the detection of crime under these postal laws and 
for the prosecution of the criminals. He has strong 
friends, otherwise he, before now, would hav been 
crushed by slander. There is on his cheek a heavy 
scar incurred in the defense of your homes, your schools, 
your sons, your daughters. One hundred and seventeen 
American Infidel Leagues lock hands with the assassin that 
drew that stiletto, and the same Leagues lift up a demand 
‘for the transformation of our national postal laws into a 
gigantic sickle, to mow down, as the youth does the tops of 
the thistles, the precociousness of youth. We need more 
than prayers. We need watchfulness, we need the linked 
thunderbolts of Almighty God to purge our legislation, not 
only of these lax laws, and to purge Civilization itself in 
this country of men and women who can talk, a8 men and 
women did at Cincinnati, in favor of the ‘‘ loathsome places 
called homes in America." 


Comment is almost superfiuous upon this piece of balder- 
dash. Maliciousness and a desire to round out the sentences 
are its chief characteristics. For truth the lecturer seems to 
care nothing. We would like to, see the **oiPcial docu- 
ments? of the League which demand the repeal of the 
Comstock laws. At both Congresses the resolutions were 
laid over, and Joe Cook, or F. E. Abbot, simply lies when 
he gays the League, asa League, demanded their repeal. 
We think the League, as the representative body of Free- 
thought, ought to hav done so, but it did not. 

Col. Ingersoll's declaration that Mr. Bennett had '*com- 
mitted no crime whatever against any law of the country ” 
is strictly true. Even Mr. Bennett’s worst enemies admit 
that he is unjustly deprived of his liberty. Devens, Parton, 
Wright, Frothingham, Davis, Denton, Pillsbury, and a 
host of others, hav said that ** Cupid's Yokes” is not an ob- 
scene book. Even the jury that convicted him did not agree. 
If the League wants to cheat the country by disguising their 
sentiments in regard to obscene books, why did they unani- 
mously adopt thigiresolution offered by Col. Ingersoll ? 

Resologgh T we are-utterly opposed to the dissemina- 
tion, through the mails or by any other means, of obscene 
literature, whether ‘‘inspired” or uninspired, and hold in 
measureless contempt its authors and disseminators. 

We must regard that as the sentiment of the League till 
some one better authorized to speak for it than Joe Cook 
tells us differently. s 

oe 


Mr. Parton’s Usual. 


DEAR TRUTH SEEKER: [ inclose my usual, wishing all 
the truth seekers, in all lands and climes, a happy New 
Year, but particularly all who assist in the, production, im- 
provement, and circulation of THz TRUTH SEEKER of 
Science Hall. Your circulation must double this year. 
You are one of the few papers that speak the real thoughts 
of thinking men. Some of your correspondence lately has 
been Very suggestive and valuable. I trust Mr. Courtlandt 
Palmer will not long remain silent. 

Very truly yours, 

January 2, 1880. 


JAMES PARTON. 


The Northern Wisconsin Spiritual Conference 


Will hold a three days’ meeting in Spiritual Hall, Omro, 
Wig., Jan 28, 24, and 25, 1880. Speakers: W. F. Jamieson, 
Wm. M. Lockwood, Mrs. S. E. Bishop, J. O. Barrett ; and 
J, Raymond Tallmadge, of Foud du Lac, already known to 
the Conference as the inspirational singer, will also deliver 
his lecture, ‘‘ Who Has the Truth?” The meeting will be 
called to order at 10 o'clock sharp on Friday A. m., and we 
want to see all of the Liberalists of Wisconsin on hand in 
season, and we want you to prepare yourselves for a good 
time. Social party Friday evening. Music by Mills Broth- 
ers’ band, Board will be furnished at the Northwestern at 
$1 per day. W. M. Locxwoop, Pres. 

Davin L. BARNES, Sec. 

Omro, Jan. 2, 1880. 
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Ds. Monrok’s paper comes to us this week doubled in 
number of pages and advertising, but still we cannot see 
what he expects to gain by spelling Satan S-a-t-h-a-n. We 
are glad to see this evidence of prosperivy on the part of the 
eccentric doctor and his sprightly paper, and we hope he 
will wrestle with Christianity and the barbarisms of ortho- 
dox spelling till he conquers them. If he can subdue Christ 
and Webster he deserves the thanks of mankind. He 
must not forget, however, that TuE TRUTH SEEKER was in 
this war of words before he had his philological eyes opened 
by running short of “sorts.” The doctor prides himself 
that next to Taz TRUTH SEEKER his new sized paper is tho 
largest Liberal journal. We congratulate him on his suc- 
cess in filling so much of his space with advertisements, 


Be Careful. 


We hav on hand several letters, the most of which con- 
tained money, which we can do nothing with because the 
writers forget to name their town or state, and in three 
instances omitted to sign their names, We get blamed when 
we do not fill the orders, yet it is impossible to do go. One 
man has written us three times in regard to his paper, and 
every time forgot to name the atate. If a person is on our 
list, we can sometimes, by searching through all the states, 
and with a diligent use of the Postal Guide, find him, but 
many times we hav not even that slender clue to go on. All 
we can do then is to wait till the writer **gets mad” at our 
delay and writes again. We would say, Friends, be careful. 


Mrs. Corsy lectured at Buffalo, N, Y., on Dec. 28th to a 
large house. She is accompanied by Miss Olive K. Smith, 
vocal and instrumental musician. Mrs. Colby is noted for 
her eloquence and radical views on religion and politics, 
She should be kept busy. 

— eae 


[From Truth] 
Is Chureh-Going Advisable? 


What an immense amount of time and money was wasted 
in the churches of this city yesterday! What an immense 
amount of rubbish and nonsense was spoken. Verily, what 
commonplace, ignorant men are the vast majority of the 
ministers in our temples of worship. The present religious 
system is entirely one of hero worahip, or at least personal- 
ity. The minister governs, leads, or hoodwinks his flock 
by virtue either of his bland ways, eloquence, or social 
position. The worship of God has little to do with it. 
Who thinks of saying, ‘‘ Let us go to such a church and 
pray the Almighty to giv us prosperity, health, and happl- 
ness?” None! It is, “Let us go and hear Beecher, Cha- 
pin, Talmage, Hall”—some sensationalist who sells elo- 
quence at so much a yard. God is made the excuse. The 
world, the flesh, and the devil are the outcome. There are 
many churches in this city—particularly among the Meth- 
odists—which are little better than places of immoral ap- 
pointments. The number of women who hav met their 
ruin by attending church is beyond computation. Many 
church choirs are the fountain-head of the grossest licen- 
tiousness. As we write, six divorce suits and one criminal 
abortion suggest themselves to our mind as the result of 
attendance in church choirs. We should advise any hus- 
band who values his wife’s honor, any fether who values 
his daughter’s reputation, never to permit either to attend 
regularly at church choirs. 

It is trite to go over the subject of church-wardens, dea- 
cons, members, and ministers, who are constantly proving 
themselves scoundrels. It would be unfair to put this 
down to the influence of Christianity. But it is, we insist, 
directly attributable to the flippant, easy manner in which 
Christianity is conducted in our churches, 

Will any Christian deny the personal responsibility of 
ministers ? If a constant attendant at Dr. Hall’s, for in- 
stance, goes wrong, is not Dr. Hall directly to blame for it ? 
His Sunday words are neatly balanced so as to press not 
too hard upon his congregation, for, if they did, the pews 
might not rent for so much next year. Everything is made 
easy for rich sinners, and the gate of paradise is opened 
wide (if Dr. Hall is to be believed) to all those who pay 
more than $100 a year for pews. The chances of a happy 
hereafter are not so good for members who pay anythiug 
undepthat sum. Dr. Hall, for instance, made $10,000 last 
year by the marriages he performed. What time has Dr. 
Hall to giv to poor sinners? In his round of fashionable 
amusements, Can he ever turn his smug face toward the 
poor, can he ever put out hia white, soft mottled hand to 
anything so vulgar as saving a brand from the burning ? 

This man Hall we adduce only as an example of the rest. 
Take one like Morgan, the Episcopalian. Shiny, well 
kept, self-satisfied; puffed up with the fat of the land. Let 
us ask how many hours a week he devotes to practical 
religion, and if the bad sermons filled with platitudes, 
which he preaches each week, are worth $10,000 a year. 

The amazing ignorance of ministers, generally, the same- 
ness of their views, the tedious, everlasting exposition of 
one subject, is beginning to cause a vast reaction even 
among people who do not accept Christianity as a failure. 
Nor is it a failure. If the lowly, sweet-minded man of Naza- 
reth were on earth to see how his precepts are being carried 
out, he would himself despair. 

It is owing to these Causes, to this shameless perversion 
of religion, that Protestantism is losing ground everywhere, 
while Catholicism is gaining disciples in multitudes. The 
Catholic revival in England is making immense strides. 
The wonderful discipline and untiring energy of the 
church of Rome keeps on, while the spirit of Martin Luther, 
the spirit that brought about the Reformation, has died out. 
If we find it at all, it is in out-of-the-way places, not in 
large cities. 

Few young men of ability join the church in these days. 
The profession of the ministry, considered purcly in a 
business light, is overstocked, particularly with fools. Men 
of talent cannot wait to obtain promotion at the hands of 
some retrograde bishop who discourages nineteenth century 
ideas; And thus we hav men like Hall and Morgan leading 
the ministry. People go to their churehes precisely as they 
go to theaters—to see and be seeu, and to be amused. To 
many fashionable women it is the hour of triumph of the 
whole week. ‘To such, what is religion? And what is it to 
their husbands, who go down town and cheat, swindle, and 
rob next day? Nothing. 

Under such circumstances, it is questionable whether 
church-going is to be commended. If the money spent in 
building and maintaining churches and paying. ministere’ 
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salaries. were given systematically to the poor, should we 
not hav less crime, and would the world be any worse than 
it is? 


What is the Soul? 


To THE EDITOR oF Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sr: I find an 
article in your paper of November 29th, from the pen of 
Wm. M. Ridinger, In his article he asks a question for all 
to answer? ‘‘ What is the soul composed of, that after 
death it is in danger of suffering or capable of enjoying hap- 
piness?" His argument, if it can be called an argument, 
shows that he is a Materialist from the crown of his head 
to the soley of his feet. He seems to think an organized 
body in which exist certain inherent qualities, such as the 
five senses, is the alpha and omega of man’s existence ; 
that at the dissolution of the body, all the mental faculties, 
the ego or “Iam” of the man, are lost forever, and that 
he no more exists a8 a Conscious being, Right here 
let me ask my friend Ridinger a question: Did in- 
telligence, which is a faculty of the soul, giv form and 
the five senses to the body, or did a senseless body giv or 
produce life and sensation to the soul? My friend will 
admit, as a true Materialist, that there is nothing in the 


| broad universe but what is composed of matter, and that 


matter eternally existed and will eternally exist in some 
form. In this last statement my friend and I agree. 

My friend again asks to nav some one inform him 
what the soul is, and thinks this question was never prop- 
erly answered. In replyto this question I will giv him my 
views with regard to the soul. My friend will follow me 
down through all gradations of matter to the ego or soul 
entity, which is an infinitesimal atom. Each soul atom is 
a microcosm of all that exists in the unbounded universe of 
matter; and all forms, whether bodies or worlds, are made 
up from stoms. Each atom has within its eternal and 
divine nature all the possibilities of any other atom; there 
is no aristocracy or God existing within the atoms ; all are 
parts of the whole divine confederacy by the affinitizing 
elements of each one’s nature. As each atom develops 
from Within itself, it has itsown atmosphere to revolve in. 
There can be no danger of ever being so attracted by form- 
ing a confederacy that there could not be separation of each 
atomic entity. Bodies, then, can be formed and dissolved 
without loss to each divine atom. The soul essence, then, 
is the power that can enter any organized body and dissolve 
its connection, and it has, while unfolding its own inherent 
nature, the power to attract the less developed entities to 
form a body-guard for its own protection. The progressed 
soul has lived in all progressive forms of life from the atom 
up to man. And we will continue to liv in all progressive 
forms in the eternal future. ; 

All particles of matter hav within themslves both elements, 
male and female. All germs of life exist in the soul atom 
of all aggregated bodies. "This can be seen in all seeds that 
are put in the earth; the germ bursts the shell and comes 
forth in new garments of life. The shell does not burst the 
germ, as my friends would have it, and die. When once 
it begins to unfold, nature never stops its progressive course 
until it accomplishes its purpose, and nature never repeats 
itself. There are no two things exactly alike in the uni- 
verse of matter. Every thing that exists has within itself 
the soul germ of eternal life. It cannot be destroyed, for 
there is no such place or locality as nothing. The ego or “I 
am" of you my brother, is a part, of eternal life; your body 
will be dissolved, but the soul never, Active life needs rest 
for recuperation in what is change or death. Unconscious 
sleep, or death, will follow active life through the cycles of 
eternal existence, for it is an eternal law in nature that 
every positive must have its negative. 

Yours for all truth, M. 8. BBERMAN, M. D. 

Adrian, Mich., Dec. 3, 1879, 


Soils—Not Those Connected with Agriculture, 
but with Human Society. 


Can we really afford to throw dirt at anybody? If we 
must, let us do it under protest, as we would kill a man in 
self-defense, and because self-preservation is the first law of 
life. If we speak ill of our neighbor let us first always be 
obliged ‘as a necessity, that we may get at some good not 
otherwise attainable, as the lesser of two evils from which 
circumstances oblige us to choose. 

A man may be ever 80 contemptible and deserving of bad 
treatment, yet the fact is Conspicuous that as soon as we 
raise a hand to throw dirt, we, being the active party, make 
ourselves the figurehead of the world's observation, and 
almost invariably hurt ourselves :more than the person 
assailed. It is also human nature to take sides with the 
supposed weaker party without knowledge of the case. 
And 80 we take upon ourselves a great task whenever we 
go into the pollution business. 

In view of it can we afford to injure ourselves by using 
filth on our neighbor ? Whatever he may be, the fact re- 
mains that he is, like ourselves, human ; and in this connec- 
tion the noblest thing that we can hav is an everpresent 
sense of the sacredness of and the love for humanity. We 
hate error and falséhood because they are its oppressors, 
and we do battle with wrong and ignorance because they 
are the causes of its past and present misery. It adds to us 
a splendid dignity and nobility to treat one who is unwor- 
thy and inferior in such a way that the real excellence of 
our own character is the most of all things apparent. 

Let us discuss principles always, but never descend into 
the dark realm of personalities ; speak well of individuals 
or keep silent. 


I hav thought there was profound philosophy in the : 


action of ‘‘ Uncle Toby,” who, after long-continued suffering 
and irritation, caught carefully the insignificant mischief- 
maker, and, placing him safely outside the door, shut it, 
saying, ** Go, poor fly ; the world is big enough for me and 
thee !” H. W. Boozer. 


he 
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Stories as Told by Col. Ingersoll. 
THE HERMIT. 


. An Eastern monarch said to a hermit, ‘‘ Come with me 

and I will giv you power.” 

* [ hav all the power that I know how to use,” replied the 
hermit. — 

** Come," said the king, ‘‘I will giv you wealth.” 

“I hav no want that money can supply.” 

“I will giv you honor.” 

“ Ab! honor cannot be given, it must be earned.” 

“ Come," said the king, making a last appeal, “and I 
will giv you happiness.” 

** No," said the man of solitude; ‘‘there is no happiness 
without liberty, and he who follows cannot be free.” 

** You shall hav liberty too !” 

** Then I will stay,” and all the king’s courtiers thought 
the hermit a fool.— Arraignment of the Church. 


THE EXAMINATION. 


There is a book put in my hands. They say that it is the 
Koran ; that it was written by inspiration ; read it, I read 
it; chapter seven, entitled ** The Cow;” chapter nine, 
entitled “ The Bee," and so on. I read it. When I got 
through with it, suppose I think in my heart and in my 
brain, “ I don't believe a word of it," and yet you ask me, 
** What do you think of it?” Now, admitting that I liv in 
Turkey and hav a chance to get an office, what should I 
say ? Should I make a clean breast of it, and say, ** Upon 
my honor, I don’t believe it ?" Then is it right for men to 
say, That fellow will steal, that fellow is a dangerous man, 
he isa robber? Now suppose I read the Bible. . . . I 
think I will stand higher at the judgment day, if there is 

` one, and stand with as good a chance to get my case dis- 
missed without costs, as a man who sneaks through [ife 
pretending he believes what he does not ?—Libverty of Man, 
Woman, and Child, 
CONSCIENCE. 

Are men restrained by superstition ? Are men restrained 
by what you call religion ? I used to think they were not; 
now I admit they are. No man has ever been restrained 
from the commission of a real crime, but from an artificial 
one he has. There was a man who committed murder. 
They got the evidence, but he confessed that he did it. 

“ What did you do it for ?" 

«« Money. » 

* Did you get àny money ?" 

“ Yes.” 

* How much ?" 

“Fifteen cents." 

** What kind of a man was he ?" 

** A laboring man I killed." 

** What did you do with the money ?" 

** I bought liquor with it.” 

“ Did he hav anything else ?” . 

**Ithink he had some meat aud bread." 

** What did you do with that ?" 

“I ate the bread and threw away the meat; 
Friday.” 

Bo you see it can restrain in some things ! 

A HOUSE ON FIRE. 


A house is on fire and there is seen at a window the fright- 
ened face of a woman with a babe in her arms, appealing 
for help ; humanity cries, out, ** Will some one go to the 
rescue ?' They do not ask for a Methodist, a Baptist, or a 
Catholic ; they ask for a man. All at once there starts from 
the crowd one that nobody ever suspected of being a saint, 
One, maybe, with a bad reputation ; but he goes up the 
ladder and is lost in the smoke and fiame, and a moment 
after he emerges, the great circles of tlame hissing around 
him; in another moment, with the woman and child in 
his arms he reaches the ground and givs his fainting burden 

'to the bystanders, and the people all stand hushed for & mo, 

ment, as they always do at such times, and then the air is rent 
with acclamations. Tell me that that man is going to be 
sent to hell, to eternal fiames, who is willing to risk his life 
rather than that a woman and child should suffer from the 
fire one moment. ‘I despise that doctrine‘of hell! 


THE CRIPPLE AND HIS CRUTCHES. 


The mind necessarily clings to the old ideas until pre- 
pared for the new. The moment we comprehend the truth, 
all erroneous ideas are of necessity cast aside. A surgeon 
once called upon a poor cripple and kindly offered to render 
him any assistance in his power. The surgeon began to dis- 
Course very learnedly upon the nature and origin of disease ; 
of the curative properties of certain medicines; of the 
advantages of air, exercise, and light, and of the various 
ways in which health and strength could be restored. These 
remarks were so full of good sense and discovered so much 
profouud thought and accurate knowledge that the cripple, 
becoming thoroughly alarmed, cried out, ‘‘ Do not, I pray 
you, take away my crutches. They are my only support, 
snd without them I should be miserable indeed." 

“Tam not going,” said the surgeon, ‘‘ to take away your 
erutches ; I am going to cure you, and then you will throw 
away the crutches yourself.” & 


SHUT YOUR EYES AND OPEN YOUR MOUTH, ETC. ` 


Ef a man should tell you that he had the most beautiful 
painting in the world, and after taking you where it was, 
should insist upon having your eyes shut, you would likely 
suspect either that he had no painting at all, or that it was 

: gome pitiful daub. Should he tell you that he was a most 
excellent performer on a violin, and yet refuse to play un- 
less your ears were stopped, you would think, to say the 
least of it, that he had an odd way of convincing you of his 
musical ability. But would his conduct be any more won- 
derful than that of a religionist who asks that, before exam- 
ining his creed, you will hav the kindness to throw away 
your reason? The first gentlemen s&y,,''Keep your eyes 


it was 
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shut, my picture will bear anything but being seen ;" ‘‘ keep 
your ears stopped, my music objects to nothing but being 
heard.” The last says, Away with your reason; my relig- 
ion dreads nothing but being understood.” 

HOW BIGOTRY WORKS. 


I say our fathers, in the good old times, had an idea that 
they could force men to thinkin their way; and do you 
know that idea is still prevalent even in this country ? 
Do you know that they think they can make a man think 
their way if they say, ‘‘ We will not trade with that man ; 
we won't vote for that man; we won't hire him if he is a 
lawyer ; we will die before we will take his medicine, if he 
is a doctor ; we won't invite him ; we will socially ostracize 
him ; he must come to our church, he must think our way, 
or he is not a gentleman.” 

` WHY ARE THE GODS MALES? 


Man having always been the physical superior of Woman 
accounts for the fact that most of the high gods hav been 
males. Had women been the physical superior the powers 
supposed to be the rulers of nature would hav been women, 
and instead of being represented in the apparel of man, 
they would hav luxuriated in trains, .low-necked dresses, 
and back hair. 

THE TEMPTATION. 

The Christians now claim that Jesus was God. If he 
was God, of course the devil knew that fact, and yet, ac- 
cordirg to this account (Matt. iv), the devil took the omnip- 
otent. God and placed him upon a pinnacle of the temple, 
and endeavored to induce him to dash himself against the 
earth. Failing in that, he took the creator, owner, and gov- 
ernor of the universe up into an exceeding high mountain 
and offered him this world—this grain of sand—if he, the 
God of all the worlds, would fall down and worship him, & 
poor devil, without even & bar title to one foot of dirt! ls 
it possible the devil was such an idiot ? Should any great 
credit be given this deity for not being caught with such 
chaff? Think of it! The devil—the prince of sharpers, 
the king of cunning, the master of finesse—trying to bribe 
God with a grain of sand that belonged to God. 


CAN MEN BE MORE LIBERAL THAN THEIR GOD ? 


At present, owing to the inroads that hav been made by 
Liberals and Infidels, most of the churches pretend to-be in 
favor of religious liberty. Of these churches, we ask this 
question: How can a man who conscientiously believes in 
religious liberty worship a God who does not? They say 
to us: “We will not imprison you on account of your 
belief, but our God wil. We will not burn you because 
you throw away the sacred scriptures, but their author 
wil" ‘* We think it an infamous crime to persecute our 
brethren for opinion’s sake, but the God whom we igno- 
rantly, worship will, on that account, damn his own children 
forever.” 

EVERYTHING KNOWN AND FIXED. 


Every church pretends to hav found the exact truth. 
This is the end of progress. Why pursue that which you 
hav? Why investigate when you know ? Every creed is 
&rock in running water; humanity sweeps by it. Every 
creed cries to the universe, ‘‘ Halt!" A creed is the ignorant 
past bullying the enlightened present. 

————— 9 M9———————— 


À Word About Mr. Bennett's Vice-Presidency. 
—The Political Scramble of 1880.— Moses 
Hull’s New Paper.—Old Ben Butler and 
Others, : 


FRIEND EDITOR MACDONALD : It really beats all that a 
man residing in my native state of Michigan—and he chair- 
man, etc.—should allow to ooze off from his pen the 
thought that the great old, truthful Bennett should be 
removed from the vice-presidency of the National Liberal 
League. I did notread the letter until my attention was 
called to it. But, after all, [believe that Mr. C. H. Dunning, 
of Marcellus, Mich., who penned that sentiment in his 
letter, published in THE. TRUTH SEEKER of the 18th of 
December, is too much of a thinker and too honest a man 
to entertain that sentiment still. Then let us hope, Mr. 
Editor, that it was & slip of his pen, and that from reflec- 
tion he has got all over it ere now, for I think no honest 
man in his right sénses could wish the officers of the 
NationalLiberal League to accept of the great old heroic 
truth-teller's resignation of his vice-presidency. 

We expect such perverted, sanctimonious Spiritualists as 
G. B. Stebbins, of Detroit, to dwell humbly apart from the 
great throng of big-souled Liberals, solitary and alone, 
save for his associates, afew such as Abbot, Underwood, 
and Bundy. I was tempted to say old baldhead, but fearful 
that there may yet be ‘‘ she-bears " to tear people, I forbear. 
But don’t you see, Mr. Editor, those characters hav been 
sanctified, and once in grace, once purified, they can never 
sin? But not so of real humanitarian, thinking, warm- 
hearted Spiritualists, nor of bright spirits on the evergreen 
shore. They view the physical temptations and errors of 
mortals with complacency, knowing them to be fallible 
man’s educators knowing that evil is a 7086, and that man 
must learn by his mistakes. They look upon the shortcom- 
ings of men here a8 bubbles that bréak and disappear, while 
the spirit of man unfolds, beautifies, and livs. But not so 
of the sanctified few. They know better. They know that 
people hav got to come to them to be saved. 

Well, let them dwell humbly apart ; they deserve to until 
they can learn to feel and act as men. Meanwhile the great 
power of the Liberal brotherhood of this nation, men and 
women with their brains in their heads and their hearts in 
the right place, are marching forward with the great old 
editor Bennett right in their midst, and in the head ranks, 
steadily ‘‘ moving upon the enemy’s works ” to conquer and 
to bless 


" " 


And now 1880, that is to bring the great political turmoil, 
is right at our doors. And in the mean time I want to;tell 
all of the friends that Moses Hull & Co, hav just started one 
of the brightest and best litlle papers on the continent, 
which, for noble, truthful, and valuable sentiments, stands 
next to the stalwart TRUTH SEEKER itself. But his paper 
advocates practical reform in politics. It is a national 
Greenback paper, but is in every way keen and Liberal. 
Friends, send to 46 School street, Boston, to Moses Hull & 
Co., get & copy, and see for yourselves if my recommenda- ' 
tion is not correct. 

And now, in conclusion, let me say that I hope our 
national Liberal party leaders are awake on this momentous 
occasion of the approach of the great campaign of 1880, 
Let us join with the national Greenback party, join all of 
the factions together, meet early in convention, and nomi- 
nate Benjamin F. Butler, or some other safe man, ands how 
the monster of this nation that there is yet a voice of the 
people. 

And now friend editor, ‘‘Mac,” ind all of the other 
friends, I am Fraternally yours, T. 8. ANDREWS. 

Kipton, Ohio, Dec. 26, 1879, 


M 
A Prayer to the Orthodox Gods. 


BY DR. C. W. STONE. 


O thou great and undisputed company of universal rulers, 
we know thy greatness and appreciate thy boasted good- 
ness! We see thy powerful hand in deciding battles in 
favor of the strong, and we are satisfied that it matters not 
how many devout men on the weaker side may be praying 
to thee to crown them with victory, and it matters not 
which army is battling for the right, the stronger one is 
sure to win unless by some strategy the weaker army 
succeeds. : 

O thou Gods ofjbattles, we know that thou art great, 
merciful, and tender toward thy children! Thou hast 
destroyed whole nations of thy people, men, women, and 
children, and even little babes at the breast, and left nota 
soul to breathe! We acknowledge frankly, O thou heavenly 
firm, our total inability to understand the cause of thy 
wholesale slaughter of innocent babes and the quadruped 
portion of thy creation! Thou alone, O thou heavenly and 
merciful firm, knowest why thou didst do this thing, and 
we hav no right to inquire into thy private business affairs! 
And we are told in that holy book of thine that thou didst 
curse thine old white-headed servant, Bro. Ezekiel, and 
made him eat of that which none of thy children of to-day 
hav stomachs strong enough to eat. (Ezekiel iv.) Oh, wilt 
thou forever deliver us from a similar curse and oblige! 
Still we know that thou art kind and merciful to thy chil- 
dren. Thou hast set one nation to cutting the throats of 
another, and stopped the course of the sun till the butchery 
was finished. (See memorial of General Joshua.) 

Why should we not love thee and teach oug children to 
love thee? O thou most merciful, thou}ihast, XR days that 
are gone by, consigned to debauchery, fhrough thy noble 
servant Moses, thirty-two thousand innocent: females, and 
put to death their fathers, mothers, and little brothers and 
sisters! For fear of thy memory being short, we will state 
that in this instance thy victims were the Midianites. 

And again we acknowledge thy goodness and tender 
mercies in thy total destruction of the Amalekite nation, 
and more particularly, the death of their chief, Agag, by 
the hand of thy dear and bloodthirsty ‘‘ son of a sea cook,” 
who hewed Agag as thy children of to-day would hew a 
stick of wood. 

And now, O God, Son, and Ghost, we would humbly pray 
that thy bloody and merciful hand may be kept off of our 
heads. And may thy traveling agent, Comstock, and thy 
local agents, Bundy and Abbot, be called from the field of 
persecution! 

We hav heard of the many miracles performed by one of 
thy firm while his highness was here on earth; and though 
somewhat astonished at the cunningness of the perform- 
ances, We see pretty near the same miracle performed here 
in Saginaw daily. Christ turned water into wine; Saginaw 
gentry turn water. into whisky. O thou loving, merciful, 
and bloodthirsty ruler, what is the difference ? 

Amen and Amen! 


ub o e eec Ru 
“ Superstition in All Ages.” 


I never saw such a masterly, irresistible piece of Atheistical 
philosophy presented with so much candor and ‘simplicity, 
embodied in one volume of 339 pages. Meslier’s book is a 
death-knell to all religions, also to all imaginary nonenti- 
ties. It is only a commendable act of justice to say that his 
work is unanswerable. It is lucid in style, and undoubtedly 
one of the most powerful appeals in behalf of reason, com- 
mon sense, and justice that ever was produced in any age or 
country. I hav never read D’Holbach’s “System of Na- 
ture,” but will say if his Atheistical reasoning is more 
profound than Meslier’s, he was immensely great. It 
sweeps away all the gods of mythology and shows conclu- 
sively, reasoning,from cause to effect, that the universe is 
governed by immutable law, and all results are by natural 
causes, and that there is no such thing as supernaturalism. 
He has left all Unitarian and Trinitarian gods behind, show- 
ing that such a being is an impossibility. Admitting the 
existence of a God, he would be a cause uncaused. I will 
giv a few sayings from the work. . 

‘‘Admiration is always the daughter of ignorance. Men 
admire and worship only what they do not understand. 
‘* Power decides the fate of nations.” “I ;norance and fear 
are the two pivots of all religion.” 

How truthful and sublime are the above sentiments! The 
book is filled with such. 

I will close by saying, Let all lovers of light and knowl. 
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edge buy this wonderful work. Let posterity sing peans to | 


his memory. so long as truth is superior to falsehood. Vol- 

taire wrote the author's life; and was a great admirer of the 

work in question. O. B. FENTON. 
Aurora, O. 


. 
or 


Liberal League News, 


E. CAMPFIELD, of Kansas, writes under date of December 
25th : “The last Investigator reports seventeen Leagues in 
this state, and I can count nine more already organized and 
seven under way.” 


Tua one hundred and fiftieth auxiliary League has just 
been chartered for Springville, Utah, with Hugh M. 
Douglass as temporary secretary. This is the sixth League 
organized in Utah. This territory is well represented onthe 
Executive Committee by Bro. Walter Walker. He is the 
champion Walker in the good cause. 


To my knowledge auxiliary Leagues are being formed in 
the following places: South Stockton, N. Y., by J. H. 
Clark ; Coal Creek, Colorado, by George Mellar ; Winches- 
ter, Ind,, by Samuel A. Winship, and Wheatland, Iowa, by 
Jerome Duiton. There are probably fifty other Places 
where organization is contemplated. 


Tur Buffalo (N. Y.) Liberal League has arranged for a 
course. of fifteen lectures by distinguished speakers. Mrs, 
Amelia H. Colby has been delivering a number of lectüres |. 
before this League. They were well received. Edgar M. 
Bellon, the secretary, writes: ‘ We hav hired a room on 
Main street, No. 482, and fitted it up for a. reading-room. 
We keep all the Liberal books and papers; hav a janitor 
keep the room warm, a free telephone, and large pictures of 
Ingersoll, Paine, and Christ framed and hung up on the 
walls. We hav got the clergy and daily papers excited, all 
of which helps us. We are preparing for a grand celebra- 
tion on Paine's birthday. Another League (No. 2) is being 
formed among the Germans, It willapply soon for a charter. 
This German League has a reading-room and library. Our 
League is becoming quite popular. We hav a number of 
the city officials on the list of membership. Let other 
Leagues try a free reading-room, and invite the public in. 
Every League should make an effort to do some practical 
work if it desires to liv and prosper.” 


this winter? If there is I wish he or she would forward 
the amount to Edgar M. Sellon, 2,835 Main street, Buffalo, 
N. Y., who will act as chairman of the New York State 
Liberal League Committee for the present year. Mr. Sellon 
will take charge of the movement this winter, and forward 
blank petitions to all who may desire them. Do not forget 
to send him at least two three-cent postage stamps with 
your application ; and now let us all take hold and aid Bro. 
Sellon all we can. My idea is that it will be better to send 
in the petitions as fast as they are obtained, keeping many 
little streams going into the legislature constantly from 
every quarter, so that every morning, when the hour arrives 
for the presentation of petitions, there will be one or more 
petitions for church taxation to be read. Now, friends 
every where, let us set the ball in motion. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER. 


The following letter from Elmina D. Slenker explains 


To places desiring a course of Liberal lectures, I will say 
that I can effect arrangements whereby the services of 
either Prof. A. O. Phelps, W. 8. Beli, or Rev. W. E. Cope- 
land can be procured. The former lecturer has been with 
us for nearly a year, and has done and is doing valiant ser- 
vice. 

I think we can induce the National Liberal League to 
meet with us next year. Shall we offer any encouragement 
to that body to hold their next Congress at Bismarck Grove ? 
Those of you who met with us last year well remember 
what & pleasant time we had, and it can be made far better 
this year if we do the best we know how. 

I want to hear from the vice-presidents of the state 
League, whether they are going to accept the positions to 
which they were elected, or by déclining make way for 
some person who will work ? 

Subscribe for THE TrutH SEEKER, Investigator, and Mir- 
vor of Progress, and thus learn what is taking place in the 


itself: '" FRIEND GREEN: I see thee is stirring up each 
member of the Executive Committee of the National Liberal 
League for not doing something, and I may fall guilty under 
the indictment; but as there is no League here I don't 
really know what I can do further than Iam doing. I write 
thirty or fifty letters a week, and flll them with * good seed.' 
I hav sent in every fifty cents I could spare for three months' 
trial TRUTH SEEKERS. I wrote to D. M. Bennett once a 
week; sent him little items of money whenever I could ; 
mailed and distributed from ten to twenty Liberal papers a 
week ; pitched into preachers of false doctrines whenever 
oppórtunity permitted, especially the D. D.'s ; and now if 
there is any unfulfilled duty left for me to do I shall be glad 
to perform it if any one will point it out. I want to do my 
‘level best." ‘What lack I yet ?" said the young man to 
Jesus, which is virtually what sister Slenker says; and my 
answer is, ‘‘ You lack postage stamps ;" and I am going to 
make an earnest request of every Liberal in the United 
States and Canada, and the request is, that each immediately 
put ten three-cent postage stamps into an envelope and mail 
it to Mrs. Elmina Drake Slenker, Snowville, Va. If five 
hundred would do thisit would giv her a New Year's present 
of one hundred and fifty dollars. 

Liberals of America, what better use can each of you 
make of thirty cents? "There is no estimating the good 
work sister Slenker has done for us. Help her this little 


Liberal world. You are but poor Liberals unless you read 
our Liberal papers. Subscribe now ! 

Some of these remarks may sound harsh, but this is the 
time for work and not for words. With from ten to twenty 
letters to write each day, and about one in ten inclosing 
stamp, it is enough to make one feel rather harsh, however 
good-natured he may feel at other times. The first one to 
respond has my unqualified permission to engage in the 
**harp business." Your hard-worked chairman, 

Vermillion, Kan. E. CAMPFIELD. 


To the Liberals of Ohio. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: There 
appeared in an issue of a recent date, among-the ‘t Liberal 
News Items " of our friend H. L, Green, a headless, date- 
less, nameless, and tailless letter from somebody of sqme- 
where, in which anxious inquiries are made a8to the mortal 
status of Mr. Blank, of Blankville, elected at Cincinnati as 
Executive Member of the National Liberal League, to repre- 
sent the state of Blank, of which somebody of somewhere is 
a resident. The cleverness of Bro. Green, in asking the 
bewildered thirty-seven committeemen to try on this coat 
successively, to see whether it fitted them, is so commenda- 
ble a8 to insure him my vote at the next Annual Congress 
for his continuance in office, as chairman of that com- 


and I assure you she will do much more than her ‘‘ level 


Mr. Joun Warr, who represents the state of New Jersey 
on the Executive Committee of the ‘National Liberal League, 


mittee. 
Indeed, I hav been tempted to believe this letter apocry- 


best.” Is there a Liberal who will read this request and 


not comply with it? I hope not. 


informs me that he intends to do all in his power during the 
year 1880 for the Liberal League movement in that state; 
that he will commence his work by organizing a new auxil- 
iary League at his home in Paterson; that he desires to open 
& Correspondence with every Liberal in the state of New 
Jersey who favors the movement, and to obtain every such 
name. Now, my New Jersey reader, will you at once send 
your name and post-office address to John Warr, Paterson, 
N. J. ? and do not forget to inclose twenty-five cents’ worth 


A GRAND ORGANIZER. 


himself one of the best Liberal League organizers we hav. 


two a week. 


Our popular Liberal lecturer, W. F. Jamieson, is proving 


He is organizing Liberal Leagues at the rate of about one or 
Liberals everywhere should aid him in the 
good work. The Liberal League movement is the move- 
ment of thé day and every paper and every lecturer giving 


of postage stamps to aid him in his work. 


AT the date of this communication one hundred and fifty- 
two auxiliary Liberal Leagues hav been chartered. Of this 


number one each is located in the states of Colorado, Min- 
nesota, Texas, Vermont, Nevada, Tennessee, West Virginia, 


Rhode Island, Maryland, Louisiana, and Washington ter- 


ritory ; two each in lllinois, Connecticut, New Jersey, 
Idaho, and District of Columbia; three each in Nebraska, 
California, and Indiana ; four each in Wisconsin and Iowa; 
six in Utah; seven in Ohio; eight each in Missouri and 
Illinois ; nine each in Pennsylvania aud Michigan ; four- 
teen in Massachusetts ; nineteen in Kansas, and twenty- 
eight in New York state. 

Liberal friends in the various states, look over the above 
Statement, and see to it that the state in which you reside 
adds a number of Leagues to the present number before 
another New Year's Day comes around. 


THE prospects are that wise counsel will prevail and that 
the Tompkins County Liberal League will remain with the 
National League. Iam pleased. to learn from the secretary 
that whatever shall be the decision at the next meeting the 
League '' will not cease the fight for Freethought ” and will 
work as heretofore for the platform‘of the National Liberal 
League. That is right. If we can't see alike on all points 
that is no reason why we should desert our principles and 
go back on our professions. 


Mrs. H. L. LAKE, one our ablest Freethought lecturers, 
informs me that she starts from Clinton, Iowa, on a lectur- 
ing tour the 30th ult., and desires to obtain appointments 
to speak on the line of the Hudson River and New York 
Central Railroad, and along the line of the Rome and 
Watertown Railroad as well as in New York city and vicin- 
ity. I hope the Liberals of.the East will avail themselves of 
the opportunity of listening to this earnest, able, and elo- 
quent woman. She may be addressed, care TRUTH SEEKER 
office, at 141 Eighth street, New York city. 


LINESVILLE LEAGUE CELEBRATION. 


- The Linesvile (Pa) Liberal League Celebration, of 
Paine’s birthday, commences January 27th, and not the 


29th, as I stated in arecent TRUTH SEEKER. lt will last three 


days, and a large gathering is expected. 
THE TAXATION of CHURCH PROPERTY. 


I notice that in many cf the states arrangements are being 
made to petition the legislature to repeal the laws exempting 


church property and ministers and priests from taxation. 


Last year P. Himrod, Eeq., of Lyons, Kansas, contributed 
ten dollars to assist the Liberals of New York state in the 


in this country. 


Friends of state secularization, enlist for life or during the 


war. H. L. Green, 


Ch. Ex. Com. N. L. L. 
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From Kansas. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Allow me 


the movement substantial aid should not lack for support. 
This movement was not inaugurated to fail, but to succeed, 
and 2¢ will succeed. It is marching forward with constantly 
accelerated speed, and will at-an early day make itself felt 


phal;and a shrewd device of' friend Green to stir up the 
boys. But no matter. 

As one of the unhappy band called into Bro. Green's 
clothing store, I can see with half an eye that the garment 
left here on sale by Somebody, of Somewhere, does not flt 
me, and that I cannot be the Mr.: Blank of Blankville, 
whose status in the flesh is desired to be ascertained. 

But I do fear me for the vitality of the Liberals of Ohio. 
If 1 were to go into the tailoring business, asking people to 
try on Coats that fit those who do not reply to letters, circu- 
lars, postal cards, etc., sent to them, it would be amazing in 
the history of merchant tailoring to see how one coat will 
fit so many. Since my appointment as member of the 
Executive Committee for Ohio I hav written to the secre- 
taries of all the auxiliaries in the state, as pubiished in the 
Investigator. I hav had a reply from but one, the Cleveland 
League, and they swear by the National Liberal League of 
America. The report I hav received from the Liberals 
of the state consists in one three-cent stamp from Frank- 
fort, O., which was used in replying to the letter of my cor- 
respondent from that place; and this ‘‘ generous support ” I 
hav received after my name had been published in half & 


the privilege of stating to the Liberals of Kansas that the 
Liberal work in this state is in a more prosperous condition 
than at any time since the Liberal League movement was 
instituted. We can now count twenty-six Leagues in this 


dozen Liberal papers, and noticed by friend Green in the 
Investigator. 


If the Mr. Blank, of Blankville, Btate of Blank, has had 


State, and, with your assistance, the Executive Committee 
propose to increase the number to fifty before the next 
This can be done if 


annual meeting of the state League. 


the same experience as I hav had with the Somebody's of 
Somewhere in Ohio, I do not blame him for finding himself 
in a moribund condition. 


My address is Cincinnati, O.; my name will be found at 
the end of this letter. Any inquiry addressed to me, any 
‘calls for formation of auxiliaries,” will be promptly (as 
they hav been hitherto) attended to. I am ready to giv any 
information desirec upon application. 

: Iam and hav been waiting for such applications. Send 
them in without delay. CHARLES HERBOLD. 


every Liberal in the state will take hold of the work and do 
what he can to advance the cause. There are now in 
process of formation nearly twenty Local Leagues, and there 
is material sufficient in every county to sustain a good strong 
League; all that is wanted is a little encouragement to 
induce that element to organize. Make it à point to organ- 
ize at least one League in your own County, and then see 


that your neighbors do the same. 


the next state convention to nominate a prominent Liberal 
as candidate for Governor. 


not. Your answer will be made known by your actions. 
What will it be ? 

Another point which I must press upon your attention is 
that we must hav some money to carry on this work. Cir- 


culars must be printed ; Stationery must be bought, and 
During the last year I did not receive 


postage be paid. 
six dollars from all sources. 
by myself. 
as well as mine, and I cannot furnish the muscle and sinews 
of war any longer. The work has assumed such propor- 
tions that it requires much time to attend to it. Letters 
must be written ; questions are to be answered ; workers 
are to be found ; lectures must be delivered ; new fields to 
be opened up, and the old ones to be kept at work. Few 
men in the state hav more postage;to pay than your chair- 
man. When you Write always inclose stamp, and it would 
be much better to inclose two or three, so that new corre- 
spondence can be opened. To be brief, these expenses must 
be provided for or some other man can take charge of the 
work in this state. 


The expenses hav been borne 


With one good strong 
working League in every county of the state we can compel 


Shall we try for it? It rests 
with you, my Liberal friends, whether this shall be done or 


Is this right ? Is it just? The battle is yours 


work of printing and circulating petitions in behalf of 
church taxation, and the movement inaugurated by our 
Kansas friend resulted in obtaining some fifty thousand 
names to such petitions, Is there not some Liberal in New 
York state who is willing to giv ten dollars to the movement 


Write and let me know at what time our next annual 
meeting shall be held. It is time that we begin to make 
arrangements therefor, so that everything shall be wel 
done, 


eor 


Power of the Press. 


The Executive Committee of the National Liberal League 
for Ohio will soon send to each paper in the state a copy of 
the petition for the taxation of church property, with & 
request to publish and comment. I now request each Lib- 
eral in Iowa under whose eye this may fall to use his or 
her influence to secure the insertion of this petition in his 
or her local paper, and to send me a marked copy of said 
paper if it publishes and comments, or refuses to publish 
and animadverts in any way upon our cause, and this special 
movement for the equalization of taxation. Let us know 
who the freemen and untrammeled papers are and act accord- 
iogly. Our indefatigable co-worker, Mr. M. U. Mercer, of 
Winterset, served me a eopy of tho Beacon Lighi of that 
place with the petition 80 printed that it can be cut out and 
pasted upon other paper in the same manner as the separate 
petitions. The Beacon Light also publishes the names and 
addresses of the members of the state committee. How 
many more will go and dolikewise ? Friends, let us use 
every means in our power to advance the good cause. Send 
for petitions, Do not forget to inclose a stamp. On to 
victory. . E. C. WALKER, 
Florence, Iowa. Ch. Ex. Com. N. L. L. for lows. 


or ` 
DANIEL DE For was a most prolific writer. His pub- 
lished works number not:less than five hundred and sixty 
books and pamphlets. He was nearly sixty when he Wrote 
** Robinson Crusoe.” 
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Letters from Sriends. 


East Sacinaw, Micu., Dec. 21, 1879. 

To THE EDITOR or Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav 
just read Mr. Bennett's fifth letter from Albany, and it 
does me a ‘‘ heap" of good to believe the old war-horse will 
survive his imprisonment and emerge from the Red Sea of 
Christian malignity stronger in spirit and a more efficient 
worker for humanity. I hav somehow got the impression 
that the brother will be released about the first proximo, 
but the feeling probably comes from a sense of the pro- 
priety and justice of executive interference in the case, and 
because even government officials, if not totally depraved, 
epen the eastern windows of their nature to the light of the 
mew year, rather than from any confidence in the wisdom 
‘or mercy of the de facto President. You will understand of 
course that this is not to be taken as a prophecy; and while 
hope deferred would make the heart sick, it should not be 
set down as evidence that I am not ‘‘ inspired.” f 

When I first read that Mr. Bennett was writing a book on 
“The Gods and Religions of Ancient Times,” I could 
hardly believe it. Immured in that lonely cell, without ac- 
cess to books or papers—no library but his brain—how 
could he write such a book? But recurring to his manly 
letter in reply to Buncombe and Abbot, all was plain— 
Bennett remembers. Here is an important difference 
between him and Mr. Beecher, and I hav studied human 
mature to poor advantage if this quality does not secure him 
the sympatby and support of all genuine Liberals, besides 
challenging the respect of every conscientious opponent. It 
is barely possible, however, thst the forgetfulness of one 
shepherd and the memory of the other are to be explained 
by the peculiarities of the sheep. Any one who can swal- 
Jow that there are twenty-six generations between David and 
Joseph, and the forty-one wholly different gererations given 
by Luke, accepting all as the geuealogy of an immaculate 
being, whose mother was a virgin and whose father never 
married her at all, may be counted on for capacity to accom- 
modate Jonah and the whale, and hav room enough left for 
any theory of ''nest-hiding" which clerical crookedness 
may suggest or ingenuity invent. Well might it be said of 
such a one that he had been faithful over a few things. 
With Bennett the situation was entirely different. He stood 
as the representative of thinkers—of men and women who 
can form no idea of an explanation which explains nothing. 
To get at the ** true inwardness" of any matter we ask for 
facts ; the principles we hav. The author of ‘‘ The World's 
Sages” has given us the facts, and while serving out a Chris- 
tian sentence for exercising the right of free speech and 
free mails, he awaits the verdict of the Liberal public upon 
his life-work. Who among us would hav had him seek to 
climb up some other way ? And where is the individual 
with capacity to carry him beyond the a b c of Liberalism, 
who does not know that the society of a pretty and intelli- 
gent woman is ‘‘ exceedingly agreeable” to a large, highly- 
vitalized man, especially if she be ‘‘ petite” and ''chatty," 
and he in a condition that calls for sympathy ? Professor 
Jamieson and I took this subject under advisement some 
years ago, and, after a long and prayerful consideration, 
came to the conclusion that women of the above description, 
** other things being equal,” are the life of ‘‘ the American 
republic," but ‘‘a source of danger,” even to the “clergy.” 
And I feel ‘‘ impressed ” to say that we, jointly and severally, 
challenge the world (or that portion of it who think they 
hav a monopoly of all respectability) to shake the position. 
Hither Bundy & Co., including Stebbins, must possess 
strongly-marked asinine traits, or else they hav fallen under 
that nightmare of social idiocy which has so long excluded 
the relations of the sexes from the domain of rational 
inquiry, and either position is unfortunate. So far as they 
are individually concerned, perhaps it makes but little differ- 
ence, and we may be able to utilize them as objects of ridi- 
cule; but it pains the true Liberal to know that any one 
wearing the insignia of Freethought should lend his powers 
to advance and perpetuate false and foolish prejudices 
hen foster moral dishonesty and intensify social degrada- 

ion. 

Oh, but that letter of Elizur Wright's on ‘‘ Religion Gone 
—W het Then ?" is a rustler, and no mistake. Iam glad Mr. 
W. lived to write that letter and Taz TRUTH SEEKER to 
print it. Such men may be able to see themselves as others 
see them, in so far as their motives go, but they can never 
appreciate the full value to humanity of such earnest, stir- 
ring words at such a time, from such a source, and on such 
a theme. Humanity is coming to the front; the colossal 
ones are almost here ; ag they appear, the gods and demons 
that hav so long stood in the pathway of all genuine progress 
will go howling back to their place in the under world, never 
more to mar the happiness or hinder the harmonious devel- 
opment of the race. Hopefully yours, R. P. Lewis. 


LovurzsviLLE, KY., Dec. 4, 1879. 

EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir : I hav written 
Mr. Bennett, at Albany, that I am entirely opposed to his 
retiring from the editorship of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, for Í 
Cannot see that he has committed any serious offense. If í 
hav changed at all in my estimation of him, I hav more 
respect for him than ever. 

1 hav written the President several times lately, remind- 
ing him that one whom he knew to be innocent of crime, 
and whom he could but would not pardon, was still lan- 
guishing in a loathsome prison. I hold Hayes in utter con- 
tempt now, though I voted for him. 

Respectfully, F. E. AsPINWALL, M. D. 


Truxton, N. Y., Dec. 6, 1879. 

EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER : Inclosed you will find 
$3, for which please giv credit according to within bill. I 
received Mr. Abbot's Index of Oct. 30th, and hav read Mr. 
Bennett’s letters, which I think were somewhat loving and 
romancing for an old man as he is, but, nevertheless, he ia 
nothing more than flesh and blood as well as other men. I 
hav no stone to cast at him in regard to his love-letters as 
long as he is behind the bars and has only a poor chance to 
speak for bimself, and when he did, he spoke manly and 
bravely in his last letter from the penitentiary, which I and 
many other men whom I spoke to about it fully indorse. As 
long as THE TRUTH SEEKER suits me I am going to help 
sustain it. Butl would much rather that it would giv such 
reading matter that would be more interesting to new gub- 
scribers, who are not acquainted with Mr. Abbot's or Mr. 
Bennett's.affairs. As for me, I think I am preuy well 
posted, as I was at the Congress which was held at Syra- 
Cuse and saw and heard ali that was said by them. , i am 
satisfied with your noble paper and will do all I can for it. 
I hav been confined at home for a long time taking care of 
^my companion, who took her departure from this world on 
Nov. 16th. I had her remains laid in Truxton new ceme- 
tery, and where her spirit or soul has gone io I cannot tell, 


but hope if she had any such that it is better off in the 
other world than it was in this. 

Hoping that you, Mr, Editor, and all other well-wishers 
of Mr. Bennett and his TRUTH SEEKER, will do the best 
they can for him end the Liberal cause, I am, 

Yours truly, JoHN DEAN. 


OXFORD, O., Dec. 24, 1879. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed. you will find money 
order for six dollare—three for Uncle Tom and three for 
M. A. King, for THE TRUTH SEEKER for 1880. 

And now, my dear friend Bennett, you hav had so many 
big guns fired for you that Uncle Tom was about to giv it 
up aná not write to you, but after studying a moment I 
concluded I would fire off my pop-gun, hit or miss. The 
first thing is how do you do? I send my love by the bushel 
to you; yes, Mr. Bennett, 

Long as the tints of morn I hail, 

My love to you shall never fail; 

The sun 6nd moon to earth may fall. 
Ishan't forget you, not at all. 

Your prison door, I sometimes shout, 
May open fly and let you out 

in the open air that’s pure. 

What trouble you hav to endure! 
Your trouble soon I hope will end 

My true, and honest, loving friend. 

I hope old Hayes will see his folly 
And pardon you out of jail, by golly; 
And send you home to wife and friend, 
Bo here my rhyming it will end. 

Mr, Bennett, I am go infernal mad at your enemies that I 
can't sleep sound. J hay dreams. I had one and sent it to 
you in hopes you would publish it. If you can’t publish it 
in TEE TRUTH SEEKER print it on slips of paper, say 
twenty-five or thirty, and I will pay for them. 

You must print a few of this pop-gun letter; if you don’t, 
I shall think that Long street is slighted sure. And, Mr, 
Bennett, a long life and a happy one; a long life and a 
merry one; a long life and a calm one; a long life and a 
glorious one; a long life and a joyful one. And now, friend 
Bennett, when you are compelled to leave this troublesome 
world may all the little angels hover around you and waft 
you to everlasting peace, isthe prayer of Uncle Tom. He 
is all right. Tuos. H. Dope, per M. A. Kina. 


Drs MorNza, IowA, Dec. 25, 1879. 

EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav taken your 
paper for over two months and am well satisfied witk it and 
its editor, D, M. Bennett—for the latter because I think he 
tells the truth about a simple matter that any man might do 
under similar circumstances, and having a well-developed 
constitution. I never did like Be:cher after that trial 
because I thought he was entirely too forgetful to be a good, 
truthful man. I think itis not 80 much what a man does 
as it is to be honest in doing it. And I might say here that 
I never did like that seven-to-eight president, or that thing 
we call President Hayes, and made so by fifteen men 
instead of forty millions, So it goes, they select him and 
he in turn selects them, and this is called executive govern- 
ment. I used to take the R.-P. Journal, of Chicago, until 
it became a most perfect slander sheet, and I ordered it 
stopped before Jones was shot, and I hav not read the d—d 
dirty thing since, I think it is reform we are after rather 
than popular flood wood slander like his. I am, dear friend, 
your sincere; well-wisher, © Levi, PATTERBON, 


THE OBSCENE INTERREGNUM. 


The following communication is from a distinguished 
Liberal of this country to a friend of his: 

Dear FRIEND: We see pu are doing your best for general 
and individual intellectual independence. How different it 
is with envious Bundy, Abbot & Co.! We shall soon be 
summoned to attend their Liberal funeral, where Colgate, 
Comstock, Benedict, and friends will perform their new 
orthodox burial services for the religious salvation of their 
illiberal souls. Some one should write up tho ** Mistakes of 
Bundy and Abbot." While on their annual hunt this year 
for some new obscene incidents, they were not satisfled with 
what they found ousside of the Albany Penitentiary. Some 
unnamed person trumped out of that prison an overdrawn 
case to appease their inspired chronic-obscene appetite. 
Obscene dyspepsia is sometimes, as in their case, a news- 
paper disease. 

Radical societies make & great mistake when they admit 
into their working Tanks ministers, ex-ministers, or lovers 
of obscene lies. i 

Would an envious Bee rise ** above public reproach” by 
stinging the most industrious Bee in the radical hive, and at 
a time, too, when the said Bee was confined and helpless in 
an enemy's cell? With now and then one for an example, 
we can record the real cause of the first division in the 
Liberal hive. 

Dictatorial and ministerial selfish rule or ruin will 
account for the present obscene interregnum. 


Sioux FaArLs, DAxoTA, Dec. 23, 1879. 

D. M. BENNETT: Inciosed find money order for three 
dollars for renewal of my subscription for Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER for another year. I hav been your silent subscriber 
ever since you started THE TRUTH SEEKER in Paris, Ill. I 
hav also taken the Index almost from its first issue until 
Abbot, actuated by pure jealousy, commenced his wauton 
attack upon you. I then dropped him and the Indez like a 
hot potato. 

I hav heard a few lisps about stopping THE TRUTH 
BEEKER. [ am an old Infidel, sixty-eight. If my advice 
is worth anything I would say, Nail your colors to the 
mast-head, lash yourself to the helm, and, with a little pe- 
cuniary aid from your Liberal friends—and they are legion 
—and with the indomitable Macdonald for first mate, you 
will make the gallant TRUTH SEEKER ship ride out the storm 
of Christian hate and persecution, and anchor in the grand 
haven of Freethought and mental freedom. 

Yours trüly, CALVIN GRISWOLD. 


ANTWEBP, O., Dec. 8, 1879. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: My answer to D. M. Bennett's 
honest, candid letter in THE TnuTH SEEKER isa money 
order inclosed to pay my subscription for 1880, also for tbe 
large-size bust of R. G. Ingersoll J am sorry I am not able 
to donate money to help sustain THE TRUTH SEEKER, but 
lam going to try tosell as many of your publications as 
possible. I hava good many Spiritualistic friends (not 
Bundyites) that lam going tolabor among, and I hope to 

get you many subscribers. Yours respectfully, 
. Mas. H, 8, LIDDELL. 


WALL LAxktE, Iowa, Dec. 2, 1879. 
EDITOR TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: Find inclosed two dollars 
to pay up for Tug TRUTH SEEXER until January 2, 1880. 
As Mr. Bennett wishes it, I want you to assure him of m 
heartfelt sympathy in this, his hour of trial I hav not the 
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faintest notion of giving up THE TRUTH SEEKER. Please 
score One opposite my name. : 3 

I think it is hard to find a man who has not, at some time 
or other, committed some little indiscretion that he would 
not like to hav examined too closely. : : 

lam very sorry that Mr. Bennett's ‘‘skeleton ” has been 
dragged from its closet. But let it pass. Idon'tthink very 
many of his friends are going to desert him. 

Let Mr. Bennett remember what my immortal country- 
man, Robert Burns, says in one of his epistles to I. Ranken: 


" Hypocrisy, in merey spareit! |. 

That holy robe, Oh, dinna tear it! 

Spar’t for their sakes wha aften wear it— 
The lads in black. 

But your curst wit when 1t comes near it 
Rives’t aff their back. 

Think. wicked sinner, wha ye're skaithing; 

It’s just the blue gown. badge, an’ elaithing. 

O saunts, tak that ye lea'e them naething 
TTo ken them by : 

Frae ony uuregen'rate heathen 
Like you or I.” 


If it had not been for his ‘‘ curst wit” in letting daylight 
thirough this same holy robe, he would not be where he is 
to-day. . ; 

And now, as I bav been quoting Burns, I would recom- 
mend Abbot, Bundy, and others of that ilk to carefully 
peruse his address '' to the unco guid, or rigidly, righteous,” 
&nd take heed to its teachings. 

I am, sir, yours in the fight against hypocrisy, 

Jonn WILSON. 


Saginaw City, Dec. 16, 1879. 

Eprror or Tue TRUTH BEEKER, Dear Sir: 1 cordially 
agree with you in your reply to Bro. Dunning’s ideas, 
expressed in his letter, advising Mr. Bennett to resign. Is 
Mr. Dunning, or any other member of the N. L. L., better 
qualified to fill the office than D. M. Bennett? Does it show 
that Liberalism that we profess, when one of our best men 
commits a fault and asks pardon of all, both of friends and 
foes, to say we forgive him, but, to please his most invet- 
erate enemies, wish him to step down and out? Consist- 
ency, thou art & jewel! I should consider myself Com- 
stocked if I had any less respect for Mr. Bennett on account 


of a little human nature coming to the surface. He is wiee 
and too powerful for hypocrites to crush. Find inclosed 
one dollar to help the good cause. W. G. Erm. 


MoMENCRE, Irr., Dec. 27, 1879. 

FRIEND MACDONALD: L hav always prized “Letters 
from Friends” very much, and still you hav improved on 
them. One man writes that Bennett treated Abbot uncourt- 
eously. I never observed anything of the kind, but entirely 
the opposite, until necessity compelled him in self-defense, 
Why should that friend in Michigan, Dunning, attempt to 
so degrade one of the best of men? It must hav been 
thoughtlessly done. I know nothing of Mr. Bennett’s 
requiring forgiveness. If that is al] the quarrel he ever had 
with his wife, they are a pair out of a thousand; and a man 
getting deceived by a blackmail game makes no crime on his 
part, and he was badly deceived. Such good dispositions 
are apt to be imposed upon. 

Just read Bundy’s and Abbot’s testimony to the woman’s 
heavenly character. I do not like any comparison between 
Bennett and Abbot. There is none between truth and 
falsehood. Consider Abbot’s entirely false pretense as to 
agree with Mr. Bennett about the petition to Congress, juat 
for an excuse to help Comstock to destroy Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER 10 save his bread and butter, without doubt; and 
his mussy-pussy about going to Syracuse to accommodate 
the League with a splendid candidate for office, and then 
flirt out like a mad child to seek protection becsuse the 
League elected a great and worthy man. 

I could not account for Abbot's having any followers till 
I learned that the Index was owned by a stock company. I 
wonder if they are too proud of their numbers and success 
to associate with our truth-seeking old Bennett. 

Truly yours, W. F. DENNIS. 


Mr. AND Mrs. D. M. BENNETT AND E. MACDONALD, My 
Dear Friends: Your very kind and esteemed letter of recent 
date I found on my return on the 20th inst. Yes, you were 
correct in supposing that I had not seen Mr. Bennett's 
“ Fourth Letter" at the time of my writing in explanation 
of this mountain labor which brought forth less than a 
mouse. : 

Shame on those villainous cowards for thia fire in the 
rear. Instead of accomplishing Bennett's fall, they hav 
given him strength; and the rebound, if it does not utterly 
destroy them, brings them down below the respect of all 
honorable men as well as true Liberals. There is nothing 
that can ever raise them to respect or wipe the foul stain 
from humanity save the plea of insanity. 

Their conduct has been so shamefully at variance with all 
that can be called honorable, that but little additional evi- 
dence is required to impress candid and thinking men that 
their base envy and jealousy of Bennett's success, popular- 
ity, and unparalleled increasing circulation and patronage 
hav dethroned their reason. And in confirmation of this 
opinion, I hav just finished reading an article from one of 
these delectable disciples of purity as given to the Chicago 
Inter-Ocean of December 10th, which 1 will inclose, wherein 
he characterizes the supporters of Bennett as ‘‘ Freelovers, 
tag-rag, and bobtail.” [hope you will giv the readers of 
Tug TRUTH SEEKER the benefit of at least a portion of it. 

I will say to Mr. Underwood in all sincerity that I con- 
sider him partially insane. No man of sound reason, with 
a knowleged of his own practice and teaching, could be so 
imprudent as to bandy the epithets he has so unjustly and 
unwisely done. How long, Mr. Underwood, since you had 
the moral courage to publicly denounce the tyranny and 
injustice of society in holding woman toa strict observance 
of prenuptial chastity, saying at the same time that it was 
not required or expected of man? There is a terrible 
tyranny that you hav been for some time suffering, which 
I forbear to mention, though you well understand, and 
which in time brings moral cowardice, and the two are 
indigenous of that which an honorable man will detest, I 
was again pained to hav a man that I had once loved as au 
only son abuse me and nine-tenths of the Liberals of our 
land because they gave support to Mr. Bennett, for it was 
that support for which you abused them. 

Yes, tnen, I am a supporter of Mr. Bennett, and shall 
continue to be so long as I liv and he coutinues to labor so 
bravely for the happiness of man. Pile up epithets and 
obscenity chin-deep if you wish ; I had rather wade through 
the whole of it than wear the dishonor your conduct justly 
merits of a sane man. Again, I say, plead insanity, con- 
fess, do works meet for repentance, and come back to the 
fold and be forgiven. . 

I will again forward, in a day or two, $5.00 to aid Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER. Be assured, my dear friends, you will not 
be forgotten, and justify your course fully. The little 
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mistake amounts to nothing, and should not be considered. 
I am surprised you ever thought of stepping down and out. 
No, no, my dear sir; never giv up tbe ship. Nota man can 
be found to say that, &nd the ladies that are ladies, and not 
prudes, say no twice, and hold up both hands for you, say- 
ing, What a splendid example for many a sinner J And 
further, I say, recall that hasty resignation, and not gratify 
that creature, Abbot, who is mad, and who produced insan- 
ity upon Underwood. 

Fraternally and truly your friend, D. R. Burr. 


I MAY BE WRONG. 


MozEHEAD, lowa. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: When I first heard of those 
Jetters I didn’t believe the report—I could not believe it. 
When you acknowledged that you did write them I was 
much surprised; I felt, as I feel yet, that it was a misfortune 
to the cause of Freethought. I thank you with áll my heart 
for your brave and honorable confession. Your letter, in 
which you confessed, is a good composition—the words 
ring with honesty and truth “ with its shirt off.” I don’t 
feel mad at Mr. Abbot or Mr. Bundy. Let us not, dear 
sira, be hasty io sever the ties of friendship with such men 
as B F. Underwood. You who write letters in 'l'rg TRUTH 
SEEKER, you don't know how much I love to read your 
letters, but let us be cautious; Jet us guard our own tongue 
and dispositions, for I fear that many of us who really 
think we are liberal, charitable, and tolerant, are bigoted 
and coarse. A lover of truth and progress, 

J. C. CARTWRIGHT. 
UNIONVILLE, CAL., Nov. 29, 1879. 

FRIEND BENNETT : Yes, we will support TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER. The H..P. Journal has had all the money from 
me it will ever get. Hav been a subscriber for years, used 
to lend and passit around, but now burn it since it has fallen 
so low, Am going to support the just :1l the time. You 
are possessed of more truth than Comstock the infamous, 
and the Bundy-Abbot-Colgate clique, combined. 

Hayes ought to be ashamed of himscli! I would rather 
suffer unjustly, as you do, than be in the place of Hayes 
and be as unjust ashe is. I wish all manner of confusion 
to your enemies, Cheer up! you Will liv to put them all to 
shame yet. Your sincere friend, E. T. Sriext, 

RESPONSE TO MRS. H. L. LAKE. 
Ancora, N. J., Nov. 30, 1879. 

Dear BISTER : Your noble letter in TRUTH SEEKER of 
Nov. 15th calls forth an answer from the depths of my. in- 
nermost soul, 

** How are we to liv in accord with our deepest convic- 
tions." Yea, to you, to me, and other earnest women the 
longing heait of humanity comes questioning. And oh, my 
sister, we must answer. Woman must inaugurate a move- 
ment in which the conditions of true life will be provided 
for. This is impossible in the present state of society. We 
are slaves to the money power, the foundation of which 
rests upon a system of social despotism! What, then, is 
our duty ? . 

We must organize industrial homes upon the principles of 
associative life. Laborers must employ themselves! Our 
grand hero D. M. Bennett and the noble, brave TRUTH 
SEEKER Will be sustained to aid us. 

Shall I send for publication the constitution of an associa- 
tive movement which I am trying to assist a few brave souls 
to inaugurate? Faithfully your sister and co-laborer. 

Sapa BAILEY. 


RockrorD, ILL., Dec. 29, 1879. 

EDITOR TRUTA BEEKER, Dear Sir: Allow me to offer a 
word in ‘behalf of our good brother incarcerated in that 
“‘ Christian institution,” and still held there at bigotry’s 
behest. Smitten with falsehood and misrepresentation by 
the cowardly assassin, with the time-serving popularity- 
Seekers bringing up the rear, I am cheered by the effort of 
that grand Liberal army that hav sprung to his defense. 

Notably among these are Leland, Jamieson, and Sever- 
ance, with many others who hav dipped their pens in 
righteous indignation or just retribution. Who of us would 
hav expected to find Peebles, Stebbins, Tuttle, and Under- 
wood lending a hand to the modern juggernaut, lest the 
old hero should escape unscathed. Thankful am /, that in 
our Liberal ranks are found the burnished metal and the 
polished steel, rigorously wielding the sword of truth or 
diamond-pointed pen, dealing unflinching justice to these 
cowardly souls of men. 

That confession bears upon its face the stamp of truth. 
If all could be ostracized for like mistakes or weightier ones, 
who would stand outside the list? 

That these private matters hav been lugged out, inflated, 
and held up to public gaze, is evidence conclusive of their 
search in vain for crime, revealing less of human selfishness 
and more of the divine, than is found in one of many thou- 
sand of the consecrated crew, who are said to lift up 
holy hands and bring the truth to view. So we say to our 
truth speaker, We will stand by you, and your TRUTH 
SEEKER in the home sphere, by voice or pen, and the stuff 
that moves the affairs of men. Feeling assured that this 
effort to sink you in the turbid pool of prejudice will serve 
only.as the refining ordeal that uplifts the human to the 
sphere attractive to the good and true, 

Moreover, you are not the only one who by this ordeal 
may discern their friends, and discerning these I trust the 
added ones to your domain will be great indeed. 

Truly your friend, Mrs, P. LILLIBRIDGE, 


WILLIAMSTOWN, VT., Dec. 30, 1879. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find $10 ; 
$3 to renew my subspription for 1880, and seventy-five cents 
fora copy of Mr. Graves’ new book, ‘‘ Sixteen Saviors or 
None,” and also two or three copies of ‘‘ Anthony Com- 
stock, his Career of Crime and Cruelty;’’ the remainder to 
use as you choose. In regard to the course taken by ene- 
mies to crush you, the best I can say is, We indorse the 
sentiments expressed in the numerous letters published in 
Tas TRUTH SEEKER, which we read with great pleasure. 
We feel the greatest indignation at the injustice of your 
imprisonment. That, and the more than double infliction 
heaped upon you by those from whom you had a right 
to expect better things, is beneath all humanity. 

Abbot must hav felt that he was undera crushing burden 
When he sought the help of five thousand able bodied men 
to sustain it. And so of all the rest that hav taken upon 
themselves the big job of proclaiming to the world that a 
man, now shut up in prison (for no crime), did, some time in 
the past, write some letters to a Woman that were not quite 
as discreet as they might hav been. Surely they all must 
need rest after such a mighty effort. 

We think Comstock had a hand in concocting the hash 


that has been ao pro!usely served up. Wa commend the; 


course you hav taken and think time will prove that you 

hav been wiser than your enemies. To Mrs. Beunett we 

would say, You hav acted the part of a noble woman, and 

hid in yon and your noble d will liv many years to 
ch other's society, and continu 

Well ated for. Y e the work you are so 

As one of the jury in your case, I would say, Step not 
down nor out, but retain your place as editor of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. You may reckon me a life subscriber unless the 
war closes before my exit. Although I am now nearly eighty- 
one I wantto liv to see the end of this unholy crusade. I 
long to hear that you are released, as you ought to be, from 
your cruel imprisonment, "That you hav our heartfelt sym- 
pathy you may be assured. Pardon the length of this 
epistle. Yours sincerely, 

ROBERT and AzENATH W., SEAVER. 
Manteno, Nov. 27, 1879. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir; Inctosed please find $3 00 to 
renew my subscription to the great lover of Liberalism—Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER. I had occasion to peruse the last publi- 
cation of the Jndex containing the base and cowardly indict- 
ment of yourself fora trivial love-matter which concerns 
neither him nor the great cause of Liberalism. They may 
think they hav made a great discovery and struck a great 
blow, but they are severely mistaken, for they hav only 
showed the deformity of their character, and the baseness 
of their disposition, which is contemptible beyond descrip- 
tion. I can see nothing but matice with a vengeance as the 
bottom motive of all this great slandérous tirade. Col. 
Bundy, the valiant soldier, self-promoted general-in-chief 
in this grand array of slander, with F. E. Abbot for his 
staff, made, in their infamous reproduction, a strategetical 
move to Captivate the affection of the noble army that are 
battling under the banner of freedom against intolerance 
and persecution; but when D. M. Bennett, their frank and 
truthful leader, discovered and unfolded their treacherous 
design, they were deposed and sentenced to be buried in 
oblivion, until the day of resurrection as announced by 
their co-partner in persecution, Whose sweet motto is, 
Believe or be damned. ] 

It is a pity they couldn't succeed, for their great point in 
view was to treacherously supplant you, and become master 
of the battle-fleld, but our indomitable hero and martyr in 
time frankly outgeneraled them, so their fate is, Believe or 
be damned. D. M. Bennett will remain forever their peer. 
I must add, in justice to yourself, that I think you hav 
acted nobl 
your mistake, which is a common infirmity of human na- 
ture; therefore, believing as I do, that no man yet has 
lived to be of your age without committing a few mistakes 
I flinch not to extend the right hand of fellowship, and say, 
Go on and guide as you hav in the past the grand ark of 


progress, disperse the clouds of darkness, and disseminate 


indiscriminately light for the blind as well as for those that 


can see, and food for those who are starving on the rubbish 


of Christianity. 
I would add one word of advice, 


membrance. 


you drop those two bigots, Bundy and Abbot, the better. 


All you need do with them is to let them have free use of 


the rope. Yours truly, Petro, 


AN OPEN LETTER. 
BELLEVILLE, Kansas. 


F.: E. ABBOT, J. C. BUNDY, AND A. Comsrocx, Sirs: I 
am in receipt of copies of your publications containing each 
several columns of copied and editorial slime and filth, es- 


pecially designed by you, as I believe, to crush and blacken 


if possible, not only the reputation but the character of that 


noble, untiring champion of liberty, justice, and humanity, 
D. M. Bennett. 

I saw, by the first glance at those detestable charges made 
in your poiluted sheet, too plainly manifest the cloven foot- 
prints of this most inhuman trio. A most glorious trinity! 
eminently worthy 80 noble à cause. Are ye men, or are ye 
demons in human shape? Did ye never learn in youth, 
nor thus far in adolescence, that of all the dastardly acts 
done, that of striking or stabbing a stricken, fallen foe is the 
meanest ? 

O ye pitiable things (for men I cannot call you) t hav you 
no sense of shame left ? Is there not left one spark of manly 
honor? From my heart I pity you, and from sheer tender- 
ness as for misguided youth, Í advise you that, for the sake 
of outraged humanity, you do, on bended knees, prostrate 
yourselves, and humbly beg pardon, not of an imaginary 
being, but of our betrayed, outraged Liberal fraternity. Then 
try to liv as pure and true men as he whom you hav so 
foully and fiendishly beset and vilified; thus In time you 
may regain the esteem you once enjoyed of honest men. 

Whatever may hav been Mr. Bennett's weakness, he most 
nobly shows by his candid confesaion his part in our com- 
mon human nature, acknowledges his frailty, his error, al 
that time, but no criminality stains his fair escutcheon. And 
right here let me say, for his encouragement, that his was 
as grand and noble a confession as ever fell from the lips or 
pen of mortal; and it raised him high above most other 
good men in my estimation. Honest, brave old hero, go on 
in your good work for humanity. I, for one at least, will 
not forsake you, While thus worthy, 80 long as I hava voice 
to raise or a crumb to share. 

Inclosed I send ten dollars to be applied as per inclosed 
order. Iam, with pity for the trio, and a tender regard for 
the hero and martyr, a lover of truth and justice, 

H. Parricx, M.D. 


Nauvoo, ILL., Dec. 23, 1879. 

EDITOR TRUTA SEEKER, Dear Sir: Please find inclosed 
three dollars, the renewal of my subscription, due since the 
ist of July last. I hav been a careful reader of this worthy 
paper since its issue, and am conscientious in asserting great 
instruction has been the result of it. But why is this state 
of things, that when wen are gifted with greater knowledge 
concerning the welfare of the human race, they are scorned 
and persecuted in every shape or form? Surely this great 
nation of ours acknowiedges the great progressive element 
of scientific experiences that prevails! Delay in every 
branch of professional industry and through all great intel- 
lectual minds ia the result of additional comfort and blegs- 


in the frank and manly acknowledgement of 


There has been carried 
on through the Liberal press a great deal of personal denun- 
ciation which works detrimentally to the Liberal cause, I 
think, for it is incongenial to the principles of Liberalism, 
and whoever will ba first to set the example of dropping 
out entirely from their editorial publication such detestable 

-| matters, will be worthy our utmost respect and eternal re- 

It has attained such proportion that an undue 

share of all the Liberal papers are sated and burdened 

with the detestable stuff, disinterested readers in those quar- 
rels are worried and disgusted with it, I would not include 
in the abuse your defense contained in the last issue, for 

I think it was appropriate and necessary, but the sooner 


ings to humanity. For evidences of the facts, I would say, 
let us look back to the situation of the past, when the 

Church was supreme, and then compare the result of & 

century of freedom. Ought not this to be enough to convince 

the people of any creed that free thought, free speech, free 
| press, and free mails are the natural result of human civiliza- 
` tion—the birthright of man and woman? 

Aad yet when I think that in the last quarter of the nine- 
‘teenth century men are persecuted for opinion's sake, and 

when I read that the editor, D. M. Bennett, is iacarcerated 

jn a penitentiary for publishing Tue TRUTH SEEKER, a 

journal devoted to science, morals, Freethought, and human 
i happiness, I say it.is the most unjust and unreasonable 
‘conviction ever inflicted on this great advocate of mental 
| liberty. . 

Through all history, freedom, or what constitutes the 
rights of man, has always been the prey of Christianity ; 
for this reason I oppose the teachings of theology, It does 
not accord to others the same right that it claims for itself. 

Liberalism, as Liberals understand it, is the inspiration of 
|the mind—the right to use our five senses for the best 
motives of useful knowledge. F'or instance, our mind, in 
order to acquire knowledge, we must necessarily think, and 
this is done through the mind, and nobody in the world has 
control of any intelligent mind unless it is oppressed by 
power. Hence I wish to remark right here that oppression 
is inconsistent with the command of Christ where it says in 
the Bible to do unto others as you would hav others do 
unto you. Well, this is a gnod and practicable precept; 
but, on the other hand, when I read in this so-called sacred 
book, “ Believe or be damned," then I say that every word 
of that sentence is not in accord and harmony with tho 
other precept, for the former teaches benefaction, while the 
latter teaches malediction. Yet we are told to believe all 
that book contains. Well, Freethinkers believe what is fair 
and reasonable, not because it is in the Bible, but because it 
is a natural inheritance of human feelings and wisdom. 
We hav sciences which giv us facta of the why and where- 
fore of things. . Yours respectlully, A. Lines. 


WoncEsTER, Mass., Dec. 22, 1879. 

My Dear BENNETT: Two hundred and fifty-nine years. 
ago to-day the Pilgrim Fathers landed at Plymouth and 
commenced that nationality which has culminated iu the 
present American nation, With its laws, liberties, and 
religion, 

Tt has taken the long period of over two and a half centu- 
ries to produce from puritanical seed even two men who 
hav embodied the moral courage to face an ostracizing com- 
munity with an open and acknowledged admission of their 
private faults. 

Tt cannot be that you and Franklin are the only men that 
American ecclesiastical stirpiculture has produced which 
hav committed errors or made mistakes; that you two should. 
stand out alone—Franklin in the last, and you in the 
present, century—to tell mankind that you hav erred iu 
judgment and practice, and that you, after seeing your 
errors, reformed and warned mankind not to get wrecked! 
on the same or similar shoals. 

Franklin, in his ** Autobiography,” tolls the reader of his 
faults, and thereby disarms the critic upon his youthful 
errors of the poison which his pen was meant to impart. 
And you,too,in your prison cell, promptly drew the fire 
from your enemy's guns by publicly placing the ligbted fuse 
oftruth to the charge Which they had surreptitiously ex- 
tracted from your private record. : 

Go on, my friend, and take courage in the resolution of 
well doing, and remember that the moral light which beams 
from behind your prison bars has dispersed the lecherous 
darkness of your accusers, and, like the priests in the 
ancient story, they hav covered their faces and fled from 
the rays of truth thrown upon them by your frank and open. 
statement. . 

Many of your friends saw the storm gathering and knew 
not what would be the effect, for they did not know what. 
hidden rocks lay beneath the unexplained record; but the: 
lightniny’s flash, the thunder's peal, and the terrific storm. 
hav come and gone, and leave a calm and placid sea of 
public respect for you. And I thank you most heartily for 
thus showing to the world that seeming errors and wrongs: 
may be overcome and that humanity may rise higher than 
selfish ambition; that public sentiment, when gazing into 
a chasm of mistakes and even seeming crimes, Can be calmed 
by that high morality which is the fruit of honesty, truth- 
fulness, and manly courage—that courage which dares to 
face responsibility and censure and fears to falsify more 
than it fears the scorn of mankind. Such qualities shine 
like sunbeams, and will always burn away the clouds which 
gather from error and ili-judged action, leaving radiant the 
better Qualities of the new-born effort of a progressive soul. 

Ever yours in alt reforms. A. B. Brown,, 


San Francisoo, CAL., Dec. 22, 1879, 

Epitor TRUTH SEEKER : I hav just been reading in your 
issue of Dec. 131b the letter of Juliet H. Severance, M.D., 
and I want to say “Amen " so loud that all the readers of 
Tan TRUTH BERKER may hear, and I want to say to Bro. 
Peebles, I hope that he and I may liv long enough to attend 
just such a convertion, for then justice will hav been done: 
to all of those charges. Till then the spirits of those who: 
hav been crushed through just such wrongs will find medi- 


ums to speak for their friends here. 
Lois WAISBROOKER. 


Dzrenr, N. Y., Dec. 25, 1879, 
FRIEND BENNETT, Dear Sir: I address you as if you 
were at your desk in Tug TRUTH SEEKER office. Inclosed 
please find $1200, for which send copy of “Thomas 
Paine’s Complete Works,” etc., according to directions, and 
oblige an old subscriber who took your first paper and who 
intends it shall liv in spite of your arch-enemies, Comstock, 
Abbot, Bundy, and the devil. They hav done their worst, 
and THE TRUTA SEEKER still livs. 
* Qo on, Bro. Macdonald ; you conduct the campaign well. 
The time will soon come when our chief will be with you ; 
‘then I trust that trinity of smut scavengers will hie to their 
dens and be heard of no more forever. I see by Bennett's 
last letter he is writing a work in the penitentiary. You 
may depend on me for a copy when ready to mail. 
Fraternally yours, RAM McCLURE. 


e 


Mr. Pike's Letter. 


EDITOR oF Taz TRUTH BEEKER, Dear Sir: Inclosed find 
post-office money order for thirteen dolJars—three dollars to: 
renew my subscription to THE TRUTH SEEKER for 1880, 
and ten dollars donation to Tug TRUTH SZExxR for this 
month. Yours for truth and humanity, 

Qhatham, Li, Tan, 1, 1880, E. W. PIKE. 


aU. 


The Quaker and the Skeptie. ' 


BY NEMO. 


A college bred-youth, conceited and vain, 
Met an honest Quaker one day, 

And began, in the usual strain, 
The old Infidel role to play. 


The Bible, forsooth, he could not believe, 
And freely asserted the fact; 

But still he was willing quite to receive 
Any proof of each word and act. 


When the Quaker had heard the youth awhile, 
| 


He ventured a question or two, 
And adapted himself to the skeptic’s style, 
Which indeed it was right to do. 


To lead him along, the Quaker inquired 
If heha any doubt in his mind 

That a pli.co called France existed? If sọ, 
What proof could he possibly find? 


“T hav not seen France, it is true,” he said, 
“ But some of my friends hav been there, 

And they all establish what I hav read— 
And most reliable men they are.” 


*''Then I understand thee, my friend, to say 
That thyself or friends must see 

A certain thing as clear as day, - 
Ere thou wilt believe it can be ?" 


"Of course,” the skeptic answered at once, 
"A thing must be seen to be known; 
Without such evidence none but a dunce 
A simple assertion would own.” 


The Quaker, to squelch the youth, took some 
pains, 
As touching the question of " sight," 
And inquired, "Had he ever Been his own 
- brains ?" 
The skeptic said, “ No," which was right, 


Btill two questions more the Quaker proposed 
To the first one quite apropos— 
Requesting the skeptic, if 80 disposed, 
To answer them—yes or no. 


“ Pray, hast thou seen those who thy brains hav 
seen ?” 
And he answered “No,” as desired. 
Then the Quaker inquired with sarcasm keen, 
“Hast thon brains?” And this youth retired. 
Madison, Ga. —The Madisonian. 


REMARKS BY T. O. L, 


That " college-bred youth " was only half bred, 
And less than half baked, I dare say; 
A college-bred youth with some brains in his 
head 
Won't admit a good case all away. 


ie was bred, no doubt, in a pious college, 
Where young twigs are bent, and where grew 

The most stunted of all trees of knowledge, 
And the crookedest views of what’s true. 


That Quaker, too, differs in faith and in style 
From the Friends that are met hereaway ; 

Their old Bible has gone to the rubbish pile, 
And their “inner lights " brighter to-day. 


Our Quaker and youth would agree to a T 
That proof is the stuff for belief; 

But it is not all of proof to see 
We feel, we hear, we reason, in brief. 


When our reason and senses concur, in proof 
That a Bible or creed isn’t 80, 

By all that is under the sky-lit roof, 
That error has gotto go. 


If a doctrine agrees with our reason, 
Oan't we properly say that we see it ? 
If to old ways of thinking that’s treason, 

We can’t help the logic—so be it. 


Can't you see your own brains? then butt ’gainst 
& wall; 
Bless your stars | if you've brains you will 
Bgee'em; 
But that proof try on sins born of Adam's fall. 
You can’t, like squirrels, tree 'em. 


Oan't you see the kernel concealed in a nut? 
Whack away with a stone on the shell; 

But pounding the Book till your occiput 
Turns gray won’t crack out hell. 


Send a postal to France for Gambetta, 
And be sure, by return of first mail, 

Back will come in due time & prompt letter 
With response to your wish in detail, 


But try on the God of old Isaac 
A message or prayer or the news; 

Guess you'll wait tili the day that you die sick 
"Fore you get the first line of his views. 


Seo the cable, so deep ’neath the breaker ! 
Send dispatch: *‘ How are you, my dear Vic.” 

Place your ear, O most orthodox Quaker: 

“ Right smart,” she'll reply pretty quick. 


But a telegram send to the God of old Mose, 
Whose ligntning-shop runs in the sky: 

How 'bout those '' mistakes," if he only knows, 
And when will there come a reply ? 


‘The lords of earth deign answer to your prayer; 
The Lords up above are all dumb; 

Those treat their subjects on the square; 
These put you off till kingdom come. 


Bundy. 


BY MBS. C. H. 


The man who does the " weeding” of society, 
Who is the gardener in the moral world. 

Who knows each human plant in its variety, 
From every weed upon this planet hurled. 


Whose special work this tyro self-elected, 
Is to be umpire of impure and pure; 

Whose definition of morality selected 

"Means " social evil,” not its cure. 


yit umjeances and nastiness are purely 
What doth pertain to sexual functions, then 


‘The "weeds" infesting all the world can 


surely 


Not be deteeted from the “ plante ”’mong men. 


And when this gardener begins up-puliing. 
If he do justice to his settled plan, 

We'll weed this planet without stop or fooling, 
Till he has cleansed it of each mortal man, 


The Truth Seeker, Jonuary 10, 1880. 


meen METRE nn 


If God had only been as pure as Bundy, . 
He'd made each man and woman free of sex. 
And marked them holy as a Jewish Sunday, 
No matter what foul stuff went down their 
necks. ! 


‘No plaudit can be found for man's excesses, 


! Butif one man is but a “ pint cup.” then ] 
' That man whom larger measure nature blesses 
! Is an excessive nuisance to his ken, 


Í But does it follow in the rule of justice, 
That this pint measure shall be always fixed 
As standard; and all that o’erflows it lust is, 
And loudly labeled “ nastiness” unmixed ? 
This self-styled judge of human pureness shows 
us, . ‘ 
Each time he pulls a weed Ais ‘central 
thought ;” 
Prurient as à prude who simply throws us 
His own foul likeness in the rogue he caught. 


The inner consciousness of every liver 
Oan only be umpire of his own acts. 
Doubt not, ye critics, that this just law-giver 
Will separate the fulsehoods from the facts. 
oo 


Book Notices. 


Genzer I-II.: An Essay on the Bible Nar- 
rative of Creation, by Augustus n Grote, 
A.M. New York: Asa K. Butte, 1880. 
Price, 50 cents. For sale at this office. 

| In this pamphlet we hav a version of the 
two myths, the Elohistic and the Yahvistic, 
as contained in the first and second Chapters 
of Genesis. The snake and his successful 
initiation of the woman and man into the 
knowledge of good and evil, though a part 
of the second myth, are left out. But the 
interpolations made to locate Eden as Bab- 
ylonia are retained, and, we notice, trans- 
lated very broadly. Accompanying the text 
is the Hebrew original in Roman letter, ex- 
pressing the Masoretic perversions in the 
completest Portuguese style. 

A literary criticism of much acute erudi- 
tion follows. The first, or Elohistic account, 
begins with chaos, like the Greek cosmog- 
ony; and the six days express the differentia- 
tions of the Creation. It ‘‘ was probably 
committed to writing by an Israelite belong- 
ing to the northern tribes, of which the tribe 
of Ephriam was the most powerful. Among 
these tribes the worship of Yahveh was not 
introduced until the time of King Josiah of 
the southern kingdom. All passages that giv 
prominence to Joseph and his descendants 
are Elohistic; while the passages which 
detail the ritual of the tabernacle or temple, 
the office of the priests and Levites, which 
giv prominence to the tribes of Judah, are 
Yahvistic, and must hav had a Levite as 
their author.” l 

The ‘Testimony of Archeology,” the 
next chapter of the little monograph, is 
more explicit and instructive. The author 
calls to our attention “‘ that the contents of 
these two accounts of Genesis were not the 
sole property of the Hebrews, but the de- 
velopment out of a common body of Semitic 
tradition." Then giving an outline of the 
“ Chaldean Account of the Genesis," as ren- 
dered by Mr. George Smith, he remarks ite 
likeness with the Hebrew story, and shows 
that much which the latter omits is exhibited 
in the writings of the prophete. < 

t Parallel Myths” constitutes another 
chapter. We hav the Orphean and Hesiodic 
legends of Chaos, Gaia, and Uranus, also of 
Prometheus; then the Brahman (Sinhalic?) 
story of Adima and Heva, and their disobedi- 
ence; the cosmogony of Sanchoniathon, the 
account of Berosus, the Persian legend of 
Mashia and Mashinah, and the Norse myth 
Ymir, “all petrified descriptions of natural 
processes expressed in the figurative lan. 
guage of undeveloped minds lacking the 
power of abstraction.” This explains Greek 
mythology, Hindoo, and other Aryan 
legends. ‘‘Why not likewise the Semitic 
legends ?” 

The next division is the endeavor to 
answer this question by “The Testimony of 
Facts." First, we are reminded that Genesis 
is.not homogeneous in its composition. The 
Elohistic and Yahvistic accounts contradict 
each other. In the firat, man is said to be 
created male and female; in the other, Adam 
is formed, and afterward a woman out of his 
side. One account represents man as made 
in the likeness of the Elohim; in the other 
he becomes ‘‘as the Elohim, knowing good 
and evil” only by transgression. 

To define the six days as indefinite periods 
is proof of a want of exact thought, an 
effurt to reconcile an exploded statement 
with the new facts, rather than cut loose 
from demonstrated error. Again, ‘‘ the 
relation between the earth and sun, as we 
gather it from astronomical sources, is a dif- 
ferent one from that intended by the account 
in Genesis. The record of the rocks tells us 
unmistakably that plants and animals hav 
flourished through untold ages side by side, 
new forms succeeding old ones. But in 
Genesis the creation of trees and shrubs took 


i 
1 


place in a period perfectly distinct from 
animals. The paleontologist must then re- 
ject the account of Genesis as perfectly 
incredible.” 

After these premises and demonstrations, 
Prof. Grote, in conclusion, Contends that the 
literal teaching of the story of creation, as 
found in Genesis, and which we meet pre- 
eminently in Sunday-school Catechiems, is 
injurious in its effect upon the mind, and an 
impediment to intellectual advancement, It 


| contradicts our discoveries. 


The Bible throughout recognizes the so- 
called Ptolemaic astronomy. It is no 
explanation of the origin of the sun, moon, 
or man. The story that things as they are 
were miraculously made so is Only another 
way of stating that they are because they 
are. If Genesis and its fairy tales of cre- 
ation could be taken out of the Sunday- 
school, there would be an immense gain to 
the future intelligence of our people. 


SIXTEEN Saviors on NONE ; or, The Explo- 
Bion of & Great Theologica] Gun. By 
Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Indiana. 
Being a reply to John T. Perry's “ Six- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
&nd twenty-four errors are pointed out 
and thoroughly exposed. 

Frienp EDITOR : I hav just ‘read Kersey 
Graves's last great Work, ‘‘ Sixteen Saviors 
or None,” and must say that he has more 
completely used up his opponent than any 
other author I hav read. He not only upsets 
every argument of Mr. Perry but turns his 
guns back on himeelf till he really seems to 
be less than an infinitesimal nothing. One 
by one Mr. Graves takes up his authorities 
and attempted points and shows them to be 
falsely rendered, or else successfully uses 
them as proofs for his own side. 

His ‘‘ ecclesiastical court” is one of the 
most interesting trials on record. The great 
merit we all admire in Mr. Graves as a 
writer is the systematic arrangement of his 
facts, arguments, and points. Whoever 
reads a work of his will discover on reaching 
the close of it that he has a perfect, beauti- 
ful, and complete map of the whole thing 
spread out before him, on which he can find 
at a moment’s notice any special point, plea, 
or argument, and in the best possible shape, 
too. 

This book is not only, in my humble judg- 
ment, a complete refutation of Mr. Perry’s 
“ great blow,” but it is brimful of scraps of 
valuable information gathered from high- 
priced oriental literature, which is itself in- 
accessible toso many of us. It also abounds 
in short, sharp, pointed anecdotes which 
clinch the arguments with double force, 
while they at the same time add wil, life, 
spirit, and humor to the whole thing. 

If any one can read this book of Mr. 
Graves’s and not believe that nearly all na- 
tions in all ages had their God-born saviors, 
with pure virgin mothers, his intellect must 
be wofully stultified, cramped, and blinded 
by the cut and dried theology he has im- 
bibed with his mother’s milk, and which has 
been nourished and fostered with the closed 
eyes and unreasoning acceptance of one who 
seeks not with earnest, studious, persistent 
efforts the pure, holy, and bright gem of 
truth, but rather prefers the quiet calm and 
easy-flowing tide of public popularity. 

Let us hope that the ‘‘ Sixteen Saviors or 
None” will hav a fast, rapid, and quick 
sale, both for the sake of the industrious and 
indefatigable writer, who has given us so 
many valuable Liberal works, and for that 
of the publisher, our brave hero and cham- 
pion, D. M. Bennett, who, though suffering 
a Cruel and unjust imprisonment with crim- 
inals and felons, tor simply writing, speak- 
ing, and printing just such truths as this 
volume contains, is still sending out from 
behind the shadows of the prison bars book 
after book just as fast as they can be issued 
from the press He is ''the power behind 
the throne” that givs us our beloved TRUTH 
SEEKER and its whole train of glorious and 
blessed concomitante, of which this book of 
Mr. Graves’s is one. I hope all who can will 
buy the book, and that all who sell Liberal 
works will add it to their list, thus: helping 
to make grand and glorious the prison cell 
that was designed by our enemies as a stig- 
ma and disgrace upon one of the greatest 
and most effective workers our cause has 
ever owned. | ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 

— — 9 — — 

THOMAS BAILLY PorrEE, Member of the Eng- 
lish Parliament, now in thia country, says of 
the laboring peopte of England: “ Our working 
classes cannot obtain employment, and are lit- 
erally in a starving condition. Here is a letter 
which I received last month from the poor peo- 
ple of my own borough, showing how extremely 
desperate is their present condition, It reads 
as follows: ‘We, the poor of Rochdale, send you 
this note to inform you of our deep distress 


We are on the verge of the grave through hun- 
ger and want, The slackness of trade in this 
town is awful. Welookto you as our advocate 
and member of Parliament, confident that you 
will do something to alleviate our sufferings 
and we shall be in duty bound to pray for your 
long life and success.’ I believe that this rie- 
ture of the life of the working people of Eng- 
land is not exaggerated, and this country might 
do a great deal to help them by lowering its 
tariffs so as not to impede commerce. All they 
ask is that you take their goods in return for 
the food you furnish them." 


Advertisements. 


RATES: 


We will insert advertisements at the rate 
of 75 cents per inch for the first insertion, 
and 50 cents per inch for subsequent inser- 
tions. For advertisements running over one 
month, or more than four inches, we will 
giv special rates. Parties wishing to adver- 
tise can write their copy and send it, saying 
how many inches they wish it to make, and 
we will display accordingly. No extra charge 
for cuts. We take all reasonable precautions 
against having our friends imposed on by 
disreputable advertisers; but we are not re- 
sponsible for the honesty of any advertiser 
unless we say 80 editorially. Editorial puffs 
are not for salé. Humbugs, if we know it, 
will not be advertised at any price, 


TERMS: 

Unless we are acquainted with parties, we 
require cash at the time of orderíng adver- 
tisements. All can easily reckon the cost by 
the above rates. 


TO LIBERALS WHO ADVERTISE: . 


We ask our Liberal friends who are doing 
business to remember us. The paper is read 
by at least twenty-five thousand people every 
week, and the circulation is steadily increas- 
ing. -By advertising with us you will not 
only make money for yourselves, but benefit 
the paper, which needs all the help it can 
get to stem the tide of intolerance. It is 
better for Liberals to patronize their own 
papers, for by so doing they not only advance 
their own interests, but help support papers 
which advocate their principles and diffuse 
truth throughout the land. 


KERSEY GRAVES, 


Having been engaged most of the time for sev- 
eral years past in writing, now proposes to 
enter the field ag a speaker in the service of the 

ational Liberal League in Ohio, Indiana, Illi- 
nois, Michigan. Missouri, and other states. 
Write to him ior particulars. The following 
are some of the subjects on which he will speak: 
1. The signs of the times, and the rapid prog- 

ress of Infidelity. 
2. eem crucified gods and twenty-seven 


eB. 

3, The origin, history, and domise of the devil. 

4, Tpetweive cardinal doctrines of the churches 
at war with science. 

5. The Bible sanctions twenty-seven crimes, 
and is at war with twenty-six sciences, 

6. Some mistakes of Moses and his God. 

1. Tne thousand laughable ideas in the story of 
creation and salvation. 

8. The Bible retards morality. civilization, and 
the reformation of the world. 

9. Jehovah and the devil compared. 

10. A sermon—VW hat shall we do to be saved ? 

11. The real causes and true remedy for the 
present financiaily depressed and dis- ' 
tressed condition of the country, 

And many other subjects, 

RECOMMENDATIONS, 


We advise everybody—both ladies and gentle- 
men--to turn out and hear Mr. Graves, for he is 
really an able and interesting Speaker, power- 
ful and eloquent, with spices of wit and elo- 
quence.— Ze New Era. 

He is an eloquent and powerful speaker, with 
a boundless supply of historical facts and anec- 
dotes.—Z'he Republican. 

We hav been highly delighted. instructed, and 
interested by & course of eight lectures by Ker- 
sey Graves, of Richmond, Ind., and we most 
cheerfully recommend him to the confidence, 
the hearts, and the homes of the Liberal com- 
munity.—Alton Progressive Society. 

We cordially recommend our estimable broth- . 
er—with whom some of us hav been long per- 
sonally acqualnted—as a candid, consistent, 
and powertui speaker, displaying great histor- 
ical research and logical acumen.—fSalem Soci- 
ety of the Friends of Progress. 


Correspondence Wanted.. 


A gentleman in the prime of life, intellectual, 
reüned, and Liberal, desires to correspond 
with ladies of twenty-five to forty-five years of 
age, of likequalifications, Object, partnership 
in a now enterprise and companionship, 
Address G. W. MELVILLE, Vineland, N.J. (2ti 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 


4 Roman. Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Ohampagne, ‘France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and lett as his 
“Last Will and Testament” to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled " Oom- 
mon Sense.” 


This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not eveu by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: . ` 


The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s “Age 
of Reason” is mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire's "Philosopnieal Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so well, 

JAMES PARTON, 

Price, $1.50. i 


, Bold by the Translator 
MISS ANNA KNOOP, 
3mo No. 60 First Street, N, Y. Olty. 


ANDREW STONE, M.D., 


Physician for the Last Twenty-three 
Years to the Troy- Lung and Hy- 
gienic Institute, Founder of the 
New Magnetic College, and 
Author of '*The New | 

Gospel of Health," 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmonary 
Consumption, Asthma, Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 
Diphtheria, Catarrh, and all diseases of the air 
passages, by inhalation of Ais system of cold or 
cool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach from being 

erverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 
Boon the practice of antiquated systems. 

By this WONDERFULLY PERFECTED sys- 
tem, patients &re successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
outthe necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—based 
in the first place, upon a searching DIAGNOSIS 
of each case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning's urine (urinary Sanguinis). showing 
the condition of the blood, or psychometric ex- 
amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 
both, as may be deemed essential, where per- 
sonal presence is not had. 

- FEES.—For the first month, $15, including 
analysis and diagnosis; or $35 for a course of 
three months’ treatment, securing inhaler, with 
whichever one of the following inhaling vapors 
is found to be needed, viz., The Balm, The 
Tonic, The Expectorant, The Anti-Asthmatio, 
The Anti-Hemorrhagic, The Anti-Septic, The 
Magnetic Blood. Also, with effectual reme- 
dies for Cough, for NightSweats; Vital Tonics, 
Magnetic Embrocations and Plasters for relief 
of Pain and Soreness. and every medicament, 
magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to each 
patient, Thousands of patients are thus an- 
nually successfully treated at their own homes 
that are not personally attended, because, un- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
stantly deputed in each case, bringing about 
wonderful visible effects. 

. . Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Urinology, in Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 
gressive physicians that cannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 

The art of healing taught in this College com- 
bines the science of Animal and Vital Magnet- 
ism, Medicated Electricity, Equalizing and Ad- 
justing the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 

using into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 

System Vital Force by Impartation and Indue- 
tion of Psychic Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers. 

The vitaliging magnetic ower of healing by 
Sun and Medicated Baths, impurting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
ofeffete matter by cutaneous secretion. The 
doctrine taught at this Coll: ge is emphatically 
to construct, to build up, to nourish and develo 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 


Analysis and full report of case made for $5, 
independent of any treatment. - Packages 
transmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 
lion, and stamps for return answers must be 
incloged in all cases, or no reply will be made. 


Address, ANDREW rong, M. D., Con- 
sulting and Attending Physician, Bowery 
Place, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y. 17 


er day at home. Samples 
$5 to $20 S $8 ireo. Address STIN- 
SON & OO Portiand Maina. ty 


$66 aweek in your own. town. Terms and 
$5 outfit free. Address H. HALLETT & 
CO., Portland, Maine. 1y21 


$72 A WEEK, $124 day at home easily made. 
Outfit free. Address TRUE & Oo., Augusta. 
Maine. . 1y21 


DR. HINGET'S NEW BOOK, 


“MEDICAL G000 Sun Sh” 


—AND 


PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 
—EMBBACING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 


OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 

ound—price $2, It treats of the nature, causes. 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases. It unfolds some ofthe deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s: xual relation- 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 before 
the day of publication. this fall, will receive a 
covy, well bound, mailed free, Contents table 
sent free for stamp. 


Dr. T. R. Kinget announces to his Liberal 
friends and patients throughout the United 
States and Canadas that he is positively curing 
many obstinate diseases pronounced ineurable, 
as Spermatorrhoea, Seminal Weakness, Nerv- 
ous Debility. Impotency. Epilepsy, Paralysis, 
Neuralgla, Rheumatism, Oatarrh, Asthma, 
Bronchitis, Consumption, Dvsentery, Piles, 
Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, Genital 
Organs, and all diseases of women. Consulta- 
Address T. R. KINGET. M, D., 

317 E. 14th Street, New York, 


tion Free. 
el26. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 


DR. FOOTHS HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year «nd for the AMEBRZQAN ILLUSTRAT- 
ED PRONOUNOING POCKET DIOTIONARY, con- 
taining 30,000 words, 


ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE'B 


HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year and for & large center-table book 
containing the Complete Works of Shakspere[ 
ll subscribers receive the Monthly and works 
free of postage. Address : 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO., 
129 &. 28th st.. New York city. 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
Days in Athens. 


Being the Translation of a Greek Mas. dis- 
covered in Herculaneum. i 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT 
Containing a copy of the head of Epicurus. 


Price 75 cents. For sale b 
D- M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth Bt., N. X. City. 


She Truth Seeker, January 10, 1880. 


CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various Causes, physical and social, leadin 
to them are plainly treated by that plainest o 
books, PLAIN HOME TALK, EMBRACING 
MEDICAL COMMON RENSE — neariy 1,000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DE. E. B. FOOTE, 
of 120 Lexington Ave. New York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19,1878. Mr. Bennett’s 
TRUTH BSEEKEB thus speaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: " We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts. 
that he is aman ofthe highest incentives and 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well caleulated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more hapvdy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medicai works possess_the highest value, 
and hav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
has so ably imparted. 

Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE. Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion. by mail, postage prepaid, only $1.50. Con- 
tents table free, AGENTS WANTED. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

; 129 East 28th Street. New York. 


JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES,” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
i containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 

.95. 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the Pentateuch 
in.all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 
phiets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and qb SNe pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic, inimitable in its style, and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, aud pathos. 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, CLARE MILLS. 


Cabinet size, price $2,50. 

Rmail Busts. on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price 31.25. Neatly packed and i Dozen ready Por 
shipment. ery admirer o 8 grea: stle 
of Liberty shouid hav at least one, SVP DO 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Barony, the celebrated. artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or large size , ,  , . 40 Genta 
Photo or card size RET RA 90 " 
Life-size Lithograph., oixo7 .  ,' ,. 60 " 


Postage prid, 
D. M. BENNETT. 
141 Ereurs 8r., NEW Youre, 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE’S EDITION. 


Paper Covers. 


The Gods, and other 
Lectures.” 


Oonrents.—‘‘The Gods," "Humboldt," “Thos. 
Paine,” " Individuality,” " Heretics and Her- 
esies,” Price, 50 cents. 


Vol. I. “ 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures.” 


CowTENTS.—' The Ghosts,” “ Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “ Declaration of Independ- 
ence,” " Farming in Illinois,” “Speech at Cin- 
cinnati,” “The Past Rises Before Me Like a 

ream," Price 50 cents. 

Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York. at the following 
prices: 


Imperial, or large size...» «« «40 cents. 
Photo, or card size... ... 20 cents. 
Life-size lithograph, 91x21. ..... 50 cents, 


Postage paid. 
Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25. 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St.. New York. 


What Five Dollars 
Will Do: 


It wil pay for THE TRUTH SEEKER one year 
and a copy of either of the following great 
Works: The World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reo- 
formers. The Champions of the Ohurch, Vis- 
count Amberley’s Analysis of Religious Belief, 
Thomas Paine’s Great Theological and Politi- 
cal Works in one large volume; or a copy of any 
two of the above works without Taz TauTB 
SEEKER, Postage paid on all. 


An Essay on Money 


BY A. B. BROWN. 


Just the thing for Greenback clubs and for 
campaign purposes, as well as invaluable to all 
who take an interest in the great question of 
Finance, whether they favor tha Greenback 
Beide is conta: $1 doze 

e, ents: $1.20 per dozen. 
D. M. BENNETT. Mi Xighth St, New York, 


FROM 


BEHIND THE BARS, 


A SERIES OF LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 


D. M. BENNETT 


WHILE IN PRISON IN 


LUDLOW-STREET JAIL. 


the Centuries 


SHOWING TEE 


Injustice of his Mock Trial and 
the Meanness of his Perse- 
cutors, with Reports of a 
Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
Europe and in 
this Country. 


ALSO GIVING A 


` Succinct Account of the 
Thousands of Christian Perse- 
cutions that hav Taken Place in 
Gone. The Cruelties 
which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
which is added some of 


MR. BENNETT’S 


LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 


PENITENTIARY, 


650 pp., 129mo, with steel plate- engraving 


of the author. Price, $1.50. 


JUST OUT! 


i Á——————————————————— ———À— 


Another Extraordinary Book ! 


SIKTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE; 


The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
cal Gun. 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Joan T. Parry's ‘' Bix- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Mr. Perry. who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars ot the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isareview ot Kersey Graves'" Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Rible, 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Oourt,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities. one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their eross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
gelves, but.condemn each. other, Showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case, This feature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not Only the utter failure 
of Mr, Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn " state’s ovi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr, Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perrythat is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dores illuetrative of Mr. Perry's absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, "A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, end a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both ;or orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT, 


ASTROLOGY. 
Future Foretold. 


Mme. E. H. Bennett, so well known to the 
readers of TuE TRUTH SEEKER, and the Ameri- 
ean public generally, may be consulted on any 
affairs of lite, domestic and business. Calls or 
letters from one dollar, and a full written 
horoscope, giving full diagnosis of character, 
report on health, and a complete resume of the 

ast, with correct report of all future events, 

rom three to ten doilars. Address. in all con- 
fidence, MME, E. H. BENNETT, 73 South Wash- 
ington Square (Fourth Bt.). N. Y. ati 


Six Lectures on Astronomy. 


By Pror, RICHARD A, PROOTOR. 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hail, 
this city, in the winter of 1875-6, and were re. 
ported honographically expressly for THE 
RUTH SEEKER by Miss M. S. Gonteharoff. Thia 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever de- 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to he in 
the possession of every person. 


The titles of the Lectures are? 


. Growth of Worlds 

Life and Death of Worlds, 

Other Worlds than Ours. 

Other Bans pen Oare. theu 
a ə Great Mysteries of the Universe, 
Religion and Astronomy. ee : 


D. M, BENNETT,\141 Eighth St. N, Y, 


3l. 


LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The Truth Seeker Office 


Thomas Paine. F. E, Abbot, 
Paine's Bust. Frothingham 
Paine’s Monument, Wendell Phillips, 
Voltaire, Emerson, 
Rousseau, Garrison, 
Humboldt, Henry Bergh, 
Goethe, Peter Cooper, 
Behiller, D. R. Burt, 
ing. Comte, 8. P. Andrews. 
Heine, Walt Whitman, 
Alex. Tas. Froude, 

ohn Milton. Max Muller, 

oldsmith, Warren Chase, 
Shelley, Jas. Parton, 
Byron. Wm. Denton, 
Burns, Dr. Slade, 
Washington, A.J. Davis, 
Franklin. Foster, 
Jefferson, J. M. Peebles, 
John Adams, Frances Wright. 
J. Q. Adams, E. V. Wilson, 
Madison, G. L. Henderson, 
Jackson, Prof. Fiske 
Lincoln, Fred Dougias,, 
Lincoln’s Monument, N. P. Banks. 
Gerrit Smith P, V. Nasby, 
Henry O. Wright. Beecher, 
J.8. Mill, Tilton, 
Sumner, Moulton, 
Edgar A. Poe. G. W. Curtis, 
Greeley, Th, Nast, 
Qastellar, J. G. Benr,ett, 
Tennyson, has. A. ‘Dana, 
Darwin Phoebe Garey, 
Tyndall, Alice Garey. 
B. Spencer, Elizejoeth Ô., Stantox, 
Huxley, Busan B. Anthony. 
Proetor, Lucy Stone, 
Draper, Julia Ward Howe. 
Bradlaugh. has. Cheney, 
Holyoake, Paulina Davis, 
Ingersoll. ary F, Davis, 
Underwood. mma H, Britten 
Mendum, Lizzie Fowler, 
Seaver, Mrs. Slenker, 
L. Colby. Busan H. Wixon., 
Dr. Hare, D. M. Bennett, 
Judge J. W. Edwards, W. S. Bell. 
Lizzie Doten. J. 0. Bundy, 
Mrs. J. Conant. 8 Jones. 


. B. Jo 
Walker Asa K, Butts, 
(full figure). ; W, F. Jamieson. 
Geo. Francis Train. Kersey Gre,ves. 


and hundreds of others, including generals, 
statesmen, poets, actors, actresses, etc. at 10 
cents each singly, or eleven for one dollar, 
Neat Albums, by mail. to hold 30 photos., 
60 cts., to hold 50, 80. : 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth Bt, New York. 


Dr. Mary E. 


being 
the" 
made ot neavy gold 


late; 
and 


Stered and postage paid 
O. order oc registered 


atentee, » 
mon West Richtield. Suimit O0.. Ohio. 


SALAMANOA, N. Y., Dec. 23, 1878. 
Miss CHURCHILL: I am much pleased with 
your ‘Freethinkers’ Badge Pin.” Itis a splen- 
did design, and every Freethinker and meraber 
of the Libera] League should hav one and wear 


it"to be seen of men,” and women too, and 
thus * let their light shine.” Bend me one as 
800n as they are completed. H, L. Craven, 


NxWBUBYPOoRT, Mass., May 19. 1879. 
Mx Duar Mapam: Your ideg of wa external 
and visible sign tor the friends of mental lib- 
erty.to exhibit to one another on thnir persons, 
seems to me very gota. In union there is 
strength. In union there is aieo conscious 
strength, à. e., cQ rage, A quiet, pretty badge, 
such as you propose, can certainly do no harm. 
I shouid like to wear one. But it must be pleas- 
ing; for part of our mission is to promote 
eauty everywhere and inall things. To make 
the world beautiful, and the human life in it 
beautiful, are the vast results o! liberty. We 
must do nothing ugly, think nothing ugly, feel; 

nothing ugly, wear nothing ugly. 
Very truly yours, JAMES PABTON, 


THE oe 


BIBLE OF BIBLES: 
TWENTY-SEVEN 


“DIVINE REVELATIONS?’ 


CONTAINING 
ALBO A DELINEATION OF THE OHARAO- 
TER OF THE 


Princival Personages of the 
CHRISTIAN BIBLE, 


AND A.N 
Examination of tineir Doctrines, 


BY WERS/ZY GRAVES, 


Author ot “The World's Six- 
teen (Crucified Saviors,” and 
Fsiograihy of Satan.” 


The ground gone over by Mr. Graves 
in the ‘course of this new work is simply as- 
tound ing, and the literary labor perfornied is 
wortl.y of receiving the approximate re- 
warri of an extensive reading at the hands of 
the public. In the sixty-six chapters into 
whb.ich the book is divided, almost every ques- 
tion of interest which arises in the mind at the 
mention of the word Br5LE is considered in 
that straightforward style which has made th 
-zolua of Mr. Graves so extensively sough 
; after. 


Cloth, large 12mo., 440 pp. Price, $2.00, 
; postage free. 


D, M. BENNETT, 
141 8th Bt.. NewlYork, 


An Article for Ladies’ Use, 


To be worn monthly. Prevents soiling cf 
linen. It is perfectly easy and comfortabls, 
causing noinconveniencetothe wearer. Ladies 
who hav used it would not be without it for any 
money. It will be sent with full direction for 
$1.0. Address MRS. J. M. Pent, Lyndon, Osage 
county, am cow 


39 . 
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Gema of Thought. 


IF you can find no peer to travel with you, 
then walk cheerfully on alone, your goal be- 
fore, the world behind; better alone with your 
own heart than with a crowd of babblers.—Bud- 
dha, 


THE popular definition of a ghost is just the 
reverse of thetruth; it makes one consist of a 
soul without a body, while really a specter, an 
illusion. a humbug of the eyesizht, and the 
touch, is a human body not vitalized through 
and through with a soul,—Star King. 


Waat pleasure is there in pleasure, if quan- 
tity is not attended as well as quality? I know 
nothing more agreeable than a dinner at the 
Holland House; but it must not begin at ten in 
the morning and last till six. Ishould be in- 
eapable for the last four hours laughing at Lord 
Holland's jokes, eating Raifaelli's cakes, or re- 
pelling Mr. Allen’s attacks upon the churcb,— 
Sydney Smith. 


Tay soul was like a star, and dwelt apart; 
Thou hadst a voice whose sound was like the 
Sea, E 
Pure as the noted heavens, majestio, free, 
So didst thou travel on life's common way 
In cheerful godliness, and yet thy heart 
The lowliest duties on herself did lay. 
— Wordsworth, 


BRAINLESS pates are the rule; fairly furnished 
ones the exception; the brilliantly endowed 
very rare; genius a portentum (a miracle; a 
thing to be wondered at). How otherwise could 
we account for the fact that out of upwards of 
eight hundred millions of existing human 
beings, and after a chronicled experience of 
six thousand years, so much should still rə- 
main to discover, to think out, and to be said? 
—Schopenhauer. - 

Or necessity, every new truth is at first ina 
minority of one; it is a rebellion against the 
existing system of belief; accordingly, the ex- 
istlng system, ever thinking itself a finality, 
strives with all the weight of its established 
organization to crush it out. But by the nature 
ofthings, that must happen whetherthe novelty 
be a truth or an error. After al) it is only 
through the appearances of rebels in the social 
system that progress is effected.— Maudsley. 


Tux world had its childhood, und when it was 
a child itspoke as a child, it understood as a 
child, it thought as a child; and, I say again, 
in what it spoke as & child, its language was 
true, in that it believed as a child its religion 
was truo. The fault rests with us. if we insist 
on taking the language of children for the 
language of men, if we attempt to 
translate literally ancient into modern lan- 
guage. oriental into occidental speech. poetry 
into prose,— Muller, « 


As to other points, What God may hav deter- 
mined for meI know not; but this I know, that 
if he ever instilled an intense love of moral 
beasty into the breast of any man, he has in- 
stilled it into mine. Ceres, in the fable, pur- 
sued nct her daughter with a greater keenness 
of inquiry than J, day and night, the idea of 
perfection, Hence, wherever I find a man de- 

spising the false estimates of the vulgar, and 
` daringto aspire to what the highest wisdom 
through every age has taught us as most excel- 
lent, to him I unite myself by asort of neces- 
sary attaebment.— Milton, 


Oax that be a true religion which consigned 
men of holy innocence to the fiames because 
they held that the Son was like unto the Father, 
but not the same as the Father, or because they 
would not worship the Virgin and the saints? 
Can that be a true religion which screened 
nameless crimes behind the sacred walls of 
monasteries? Oan that be a true religion 
which taught the eternity of punishment with- 
out any hope of pardon or salvation for the 
sinner, however penitent? People who judge 
of religions inthat spirit will never understand 
their real purport—will never reach their sacred 
springs.—Mazx Muller. 


Ir Ohristians can assist me to one gleam of 
truth that I hav not, to one fact I know not, I 
should glady and joyfully receive the same at 
their hands, I want evidence more sure than 
* everlasting hills,” for they are finite. Not one 
hill of all the millions that now exist will prove 
everlasting. Hach and all are slowly disinte- 
grating and becoming leveled down by the con- 
tinuous friction of wind and water, and the 
time will come when the last hill that now is 
will be no longer & hill, though others may take 
their places in the eternity that is to come, Not 
one identity ia eternal. Al that is is subject to 
change, and matter with its promises and 
potencies is alone indestructible,—Zimina Drake 
Slenker, 
WOULD YOU BE YOUNG AGAIN ? 
Would you be young again ? 
Bo would not I. 
One tear to mem'ry glven,' 
Onward I hie; 
Life's dark fiood forded o'er, 
All put at rest on shore; 
Bay, would you plunge once more, 
With homeso nigh ? 
If you might, would you now, 
Retrace your way? 
‘Wander through thorny paths, 
Faint and astray ? 
Night’s gloomy watches fied— 
Morning all beaming red— 
Hope’s smile around us shed— 
Heavenward—away! 
Where are they gone, of yore, 
My best delight? 
Dear and more dear, though now 
Hidden from sight, 
Where they rejoice to be, 
There is the land for me; 
Fiy, time, fly speedily; 
Come,li fe and light! 
—Bostoy Courier. 


The Eruth Seeker, January 10, 1880. 


Odds and Ends 


^ IMPROMPTU. 
"Tis sweet.to love; 

But ah, how bitter! 
To love a girl 

And then not git heri 


Mr. Brocgzsay, while descending the stairs. 
lost his grip. and counted every step with the 
seat of his pants. ‘You're drunk," said Mr. 
Kendrix, as he scowled upon him. “No I 
ain't," responded Mr. Brockbay. ''Zat's way 
allus come down stairs." 


Dror two shirt-studs while you are undress” 
ing, and on the following Sunday one will be 
found behind the parlor sofa; the other will 
drop out of the lining of your hat two years 
Jater.—Miss Addie Boyd, of Oincinnati Commer- 
cial. Drop a hint or a suggestion. and a smart 
woman like Miss Addie will tumble to it in less 
than no time at all. How did she find out about 
those shirt-studs, though ?—Hackensack Repub- 
lican. 


' WHERE Can I find my husband?" inquired a 
woman & police headquarters the other night 
“ Dunno,” replied the official in charge. “What 
business was he in, banker, or tailor, or what?” 
‘Oh, my husband was a temperance lecturer,” 
was the reply, “Oh! Then you had better in- 
quire in the liquor stores in your own vicinity, 
my dear madam. I never knew a temperance 
lecturer to leave his own neighborhood to get 
drunk."—XNew York Express. 


TEE fashion of placing the heel of à woman's 
shoe near the middle of the foot has led to the 
following in the Springfield Republican: 


She passed just now in the falling snow, 
And leftthe print of her dainty shoe; 

From the edge of the heel to the pointed toe, 
'The most I can make is a number two. 

Yet her brother showed me her morning slip- 

per— 

A number seven, as I'm alive, 

And broad in the sole as a Portsmouth skipper. 
Now how the d—ce do the girls contrive 

To squeeze a hoof like a camel’s foot 

Into a number two French kid boot? 


A SPANISH curate having preached with great 
eloquence against the deadly sin of gluttony, 
his housekeeper was so much impressed by his 
discourse that she slipped out, ran to the par- 
sonage, threw the succulent breakfast she had 
prepared for her master into the pig-pen, and 
spread the table with herbs and such-like 
savory messes. The good priest, returning 
from the church, complained of the Spartan 
simplicity of his fare, whereupon the house- 


keeper recalled to his mind the position he had 


taken in his sermon. 

"Juanita," says the good clergyman, "you 
hav gone to the plaza of a Sunday afternoon to 
see them dancing, havn’t you?” 

* Oertainly, your reverence.” 

“ Did you ever see the fiddier dance ?” 

" Never, your reverence; of course not,” 

** Well, Juanita, I am the fiddler.” 


SIGNS ‘OF THE SEASONS. 


‘When the wind blows east alway, 
And the roads like rink-floors ring, 
And you cough and sneeze all day, 
Then men say it's * merry spring,” 


When the rain pours day and night, 

Skies look glum, and faces glummer, 
And hay fever’s at its hight, 

Then, of course, it’s ” glorious summer.” 


When sole change from catching colds 
Is in wondering how you caught ’em, 
And gray mist the land infolds, 
Then you know it's “ genial autumn.” 


When cold water takes two shapes, 
Drenching douche and icy splinter, 

And the world’s all coats and capes, 
Then be sure it’s '" jolly winter." 


INTUITIONAL LOVE.—BY F, FILLMOBE. 


We stood in the moonlight 
While the winnowing wind 
Toyed with her tresses 

And tem pered her mind 

To sad, silent musings 

Of that gossamer thought 
Too frail for fulfilment, 

Too chaste to be brought 

To the grossness of earth, 
And environs that herd 

The brain’s beautiful beams 
With the commonplace word. 
Pale ripples of moonlight, 
By the soft zephyr's kiss, 
Were washed o’er her forehead 
In bright billows of bliss 
That mirrored her musings, 
Then dashed on their way 
To the strand of my soul, 
There to stay! there to stay! 
And my sorrow was bathed 
In sweet sympathy’s spring; 
And its sobs stayed to laugh. 
And its sighing to sing; 

For I knew that her heart 
Beat in rhythm with mine, 
Then the moon seemed a iamp 
Swung by seraphs divine; 
And the muddy decay 

Of material eyes 

‘Were swept from their seats, 
And the stars of the skies 
Were my visual orbs: 

While the rhythmical roll 
And the music of spheres 
Quelled the yearning of youth 
And the longing of years. 
Oh, thou heaven supernall 

I mi£ht stili be there had 
She not whispered, '' Scoot, Johnny! 
He’s coming} That's dad!” 
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. THE GREAT SPECIALIST, 


Treats all Private, Chronic, and Sexual 


Diseases with unprecedented success, The 
thousands of cures heis performing annually 
substantiate this fact. He has at this moment 
patiente in every State of the Union and in the 

ritish Provinces, Every roador of this wbo 
has any affection of the Head, Throat, Lungs, 
Heart, Stomach, Liver, Kidneys, Bladder, Bow- 
els, Womb, Genital Organs, Rheumatic or Neu- 
ralgic Difficulties, or Eruptions of the Skin, 
Blood Impurities, Tumors, Oancers, or any 

ervous Affections, or diseases of the Eye or 

ar, are invited to write to Dr, Fellows, whose 
system of practice is entirely original, omitting 
all Drugs and Mineral Medicines of both the 
Old and New schools, hence reliable. The Doc- 
tor’s crownirg medical achievement has been 
in the discovery of an external or outside ap- 
plication for the permanent cure of Spermae 
torrhoaa and Impotency as the result of selfs 
abuse in youth, sexual excess in maturer years, 
and other causes, producing some of tho fol- 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
of Bight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Society of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Los: 0f Sexual Pow- 
er, otc., eto,, rendering marriage improper or 


unhappy 

Dr. Fellows has prescribed his extérital rem- 
edy for 1,500 cases without a failure to cure ina 
single case, and some of them were in a terri- 
bly shattered condition ; had been in the In- 
sane asylums, many had Falling Sickness— 
Fits ; others upon the verge of Consumption ; 
while others again had become Foolish an 
hardly able to take care of themselves, For 
further information address, with two 3-cent 
stamps, Vineland, New Jersey, where Doctor 
P. Fellows is permanently located, and obtain 
his private circular on 'Spermatorrhoesa and 
its Cure,” or, if afflicted with other complaints 
his large circular treating on the above-name 
chronic diseases, both containing sworn evi- 
dences, which is convincing and positive testi- 
mony to the Doctor’s great skill. In order that 
all can avail themselves of his services he has 
placed his terms at a very reasonable figure, 


(From the Denver (Ool.) Rocky Mountain Herald! 

*'Dr. Fellows is a successful specialist for al 
the diseases which he claims to_cure, such as 
chronic and sexual complaints, , His wonderful 
skill and success are bringing kim hundreds of 
Cas 68 wookly by letter and otherwise from all 
over the United States.” i 

om The Boston Investigator] 

** Dr, Fellows is a physician of suverior edu- 
cation and extensive practice in private, chron- 
ic, and sexual diseases. We don’t see any need 
of priests for anything, but as a good DOUTOR is, 
in our eyes, & benefactor of mankind. we would 
adviso the reader if he has got any of the dis- 


| eases mentioned, and doesn’t want to Keep 


them, let him write to Dr. Fellows, and obtain 
bealth which Js better than fortune. political 
Office. or even religion, 


JUST ISSUED. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an Original system of practice, It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronie ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a thres-cent stamp to pay, eost of malling. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO. 
129 Hast 28th Street, N. Y. 


Situation Wanted. 


/ 
. A ventioman thoroughly conversant with the 
English. German, French, and Italian lan- 
guages, quick in figures, writing a good hand, 

esires a situation as general correspondent in 
some first-class house. Best ot references 
given, and salary expectations moderate. Ad- 


j dresa E. Ezdorf, Oleveland. Ohio, 52 Water st, 
3 


|THE BIBLE OF MOHAMMED. 


(THE KORAN.) 
Translated by George Sale. 


Containing Notes, Preliminary Discourse, 
sand Index, 

‘Complete edition in fine English cloth bind- 
ing. 630 large 12mo pages at the very low 
price of $1, Address. D, M. BENNETT, 
14 Eighth Ñt. New York, 
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Supernatural Religion: An Wm- 
quiry into the Reality of Divine 
Revelation, Decidedly the ablest work 
in this line ever published. Probably no 


"work printed in England excited greater in- 


terest than this. It was issued anonymously, 
and the great inquiry was, ''Who is the 
author ?" It is most damaging to the claims 
of Christianiiy, and its positions and state- 
ments have never been refuted by the clergy. 
It is very scholarly, and enters into the ex- 
amination of the original Greck in detail and 
with great exactness. Three 8vo volumes in 
one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 
which sells at $15.00. The London Times, 
in speaking of this great work, uses this lan- 
guage : ‘‘ No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 
and effect on the thinking part of the com- 
munity as this work. It has done more to 
open the eyes of the ignorant and credulous, 
and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and 
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Notes and Clippings. 


THE Tay Bridge disaster is attributed in 
mayy Scotch pulpits to the violation of the 
Sabbath by its victims. What a God! 


seems to sustain the Republican’s view of the 
case, 


TWENTY ladies, not far from Mount Vernon 
street, " chipped in" and bought some lottery 
tickets. One of them told her minister, and he 
was shocked. '' My dear madam,” he exclaimed 


| “do you know that is gambling?” She rattled 


PRESIDENT LINCOLN once said that some peo- | right along as if she hadn't heard him: " Yes, 


ple not only believe that the earth moves on its 
own axis, but that they were the axis. 


Homes was a beggar. Spenser died in want. 
Cervantes died of hunger. Dryden lived in 
poverty, Joaquin Miller is doing very well, 


It was a Morton Sunday-school boy, who, on 
being asked what made the tower of Pisa lean, 
replied. '' Because of the famine in the land.” 


. AFTER & Texas jury had stood out for ninety- 
six houra&,the judge got a verdict out of them 
by sending them word that a circus had come to 
town. 


Tue Spiritualists and Liberals of Vermont 
will hold à mass convention at West Pawlet,Feb. 
20, 21, 22, 1880, Mr. E. V. Wilson, of Illinois, will 
be in attendance. 


ALMOST all the mayors of Massachusetts 
cities speak favorably in their messages of the 
license system as the best that can be devised 
to abate the evils of intemperance. 


Tavs about first families of acity. There was 
Adam, who belonged to the first family, yet a 
woman pulled the wool over his eyes and got 
him ina terrible scrape.— Urbana Union-Demo- 
erat. 


Mr. Tennyson, of whom it has before been 
stated that he was a Spiritualist, is said to hav 
80 firm a conviction as to personal immortality 
that he cannot bear the slightest contradiction 
on that subject. 


THE Dublin Nation says that "the great bulk 
of English Oatholics are among the bitterest 
foes of Ireland, and no English Protestant ex- 
hibits a more eager desire to libel Irishmen at 
home and abroad,” ‘ 


A very good Ohristian maiden lady, Miss 
Roxana Brigham, of Marlboro, Mass., refused 
to eat because she got it into her head that eat- 
ing was sinful, and so, after nine days of starva- 
tion, she died on Saturday of last week. 


TuE Rev. D. M. Weisman, of the Lutheran 
charge at Bomerset, has been on trial the past 
week, on acharge of bastardy. The lady was 
& member of his congregation, and about thirty 
years of age. The reverend scalawag has been 
convicted. 


W. F. JAMIESON lectured at Biver Falls, Wis., 
January 18th, 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th, and will 
speak at Elisworth, 19th and 20th; Omro, 23d, 
a4th and 25th (Convention); lectures 26tb, 27th. 
28th, 20th ; Frankfort, Mich., February 5th. 6th, 
7th, sth, and 9th. Address Lake City, Minn. 


Tux Rev. W. H, PLEDGE. recently appointed at 
the Methodist Conference in Augusta to take 
charge of the church in Atlanta, committed sui- 
cide in the Markham House in that city by 
eutting his throat, He wasa minister of promi- 
nence and leaves a family. No cause is as- 
signed. 


Tux Scottish Reformation Society sees a very 
dark future before Scotland. In its annual re- 
port it says: "It shall be written for genera- 
tions to come that one of the darkest years 

: which Scotland has ever passed through has 
been the year when her reformation from 
popery was formally reversed by the re-estab- 
lishment of the old Catholic hierarchy in her 
land,” 


Tau Catholies of Ontario, according to the 
Trish Oanadian, intend to bring Vice-Ohancellor 
Blake before Parliament for discriminating 
against Catholics in his judgments, and espe- 
eially for remarking, when the Mother Superior 
of anunnery appeared to testify before him 
and gav her name in religion, that "it was one 
of those fine Italian names employed as a dis- 
guise for Bridget Maloney.” 


Tuk Springfield Republican throws a damper 
onchureh fairs and iike gatherings by stating 
that such things are in violation of the law of 
the Commonwealth unless they hav been 
licensed by the Board of Aldermen, just the 
same as Mr. Barnum’s circus, the female min- 
.atrela, or any other show where an admission 
feo i» charged. The statute which is quoted 


we are going to draw the $30,000 prize, and if we 
do, then we've all agreed to giv you $5 000 of it 
for the new church organ." An excellent idea, 
my dear madam—excellent! and I devoutly.trust 
you may win.” 


Mrs, MURIEL took great interest in parish 
affairs. Last year she promised to assist in 
decorating the parish church. One illuminated 
text she thought would look well overthe chan- 
cel screen, and she requested her husband to 
bring it from town. As might hav been ex- 
pected, he forgot the text, and wired to his wife 
for particulars, To the surprise of all the 
telegraph clerks, this message came flashing 


be a Greenbacker; but the Lord himself would 


undoubtedly be for hard money, first, last, and 
all the time, 


A YOUNG man only twenty-seven years of age, 
and described as a clerk in holy orders, was 
charged a fortnight ago before a London magis- 
trate with stealing a stole from a church in 
Tavistock Place. and from other places a pair 
of field glasses, & gold watch, and a gold pin, 
the combined value of thé four articles being 
about $40. The stole was afterwards found and 
the charge withdrawn, but to the stealing of the 
glasses the prisoner confessed, and they were 
then produced in court bya pawnbroker with 
whom they were pawned. Thewatch was taken 
from & woman in whose house the curate had 
lodgings, and when discovered this woman tes- 
tifled that he implored her not to prosecute him, 
as it " would behis ruin.” A cabman, who drove 
the curate to the police station after his arrest, 
on returning to his stables noticed that some 
papers had been torn vp in the cab, and found 
them to be pawn tickets. 


over the wires: “Unto us a child is born, nine |. 


feet long by two feet broad.” 


In a republic as ours, where all religious de- 
nominations are free to worship as they wish, 
the divorce between church and state should be 
complete. On this point the New Castle (Ind.) 


West PAwLET, Yt., has a preacher who cannot 
distinguish between blackguarding and preach- 
ing. He cannot preach a sermon without 
slandering. every Freethinker from Paine to 
Ingersoll, Narrow-minded, bigoted, unjust, 
and a coward, he dares not accept the challenge 


Mercury says: '"A more perfect sundering of | left there last summer by Captain Brown for a 


church and state ought to be insisted upon in 
this country. Men should be elected to officeon 
account of fitness, qualifications, and such gen- 
eral principles as ought to govern in political 
matters, No man is qualified to be a voter, in 
the best sense of the term, who allows his 
church or lodge or society associations to deter- 
mine his vote.” 


Moopy and Sankey are engaged in a big 
religious revival in Oleveland. " The women 
hav been having meetings,” says a special dis- 
patch, "to which Moody and Sankey were the 
only men admitted, and a reporter, who smug- 
gled himself in and took up a position ina 
small room adjoining the auditorium, describes 
the scenes as exceedingly sensational. The 
women wept copious tears and threw them- 
selves on to the anxious seat in all sorts of 
positions. All classes were represented, and 
every grade of piety was given more or less 
extravagant expression to.” 


AMoNG the provisions of the new Oalifornia 
Constitution, those concerning the prosecution 
of persons accused of crime are now exciting 
most discussion in that state. The chief func- 
tion of grand juries will not be the making of 
indictments, but prosecution may directly fol- 
low information after the preliminary exami- 
nation and commitment of a magistrate. In 
cases below felony the trial by jury may be 
waived by the consent of both parties, or the 
jury may consist of any number less than 
twelve, mutually agreed upon: but no man, if 
he so chooses, can be tried any other way than 
before an old-fashioned jury, 


Tur Rev. Moorhouse James, of Bedford, Eng- 
land, is dead. Aboutthirty years ago his name 
was very prominent in England. He was pros- 
eeuted in Liverpool for refusing to marry & 


| eouple who had been asked atthe Superintend- 


ent Begistrar's office, on the ground that the 


debate, and in that way giv both sides a fair 
showing. He had rather stand in the "cow- 
&rd's castle” and say that " Tom Paine was not 
married to the woman with whom he lived," 
and other kindred stuff, than to hav a man 
ready to pick up his mistakes and fling his lies 
back into his teeth, He cannot preach a sermon 
without berating every decent skeptic in the 
community. As long as he can get an easy 
living by throwing out his " chaff” upon a half- 
witted audience without working, it is all he 
cares for. Biackguarding seems to be second 
nature to him, and he blows away and acts as 
though he thought every lie he telis about 
Freethinkers will be a star in his crown. The 
challenge of Oapt, Brown stands a monument 
of his cowardice. 


WHAT Sort oF A Gop Is Turis ?—Finding Mary 
was in the condition she was on account of his 
cuttings-up with her. why didn't God stand by 
her like a man? Why didn’t he get her a doctor 
and provide her a comfortable room in a frst- 
class hotel or private house? Why did he aban- 
don her? Was he ashamed of her and his 
prospective progeny? Why did he compel her 
to undergo the terrible ordeal resultant on her 
"yielding her all to him—that terrible ordeal in 
the straw, in a stable amongst the hogs and cat- 
tle,in the dark, dismal, lonely night, unattend- 
ed unaccompanied, except bythe dumb brutes! 
with no gentle hand to steady the aguey knee,no 
pillow to support the aching headl no one to 
puta cup of water to the quivering lips! no one 
to offer & word of eneouragement or tender 
sympathy for the poor, inexperienced, betrayed, 
wronged, ruined, wretched young girl in the 
throes of terrible and torturing childbirth? 
What sort of a God is this that cared nothing 
for his (should be) wife.and his tender, inno- 
cent, helpless offspring? Poor God-betrayed 
Maryl Poor innocent babel Little had you 
to 'thank your heavenly father for. He aban- 


man had not been confirmed, The trial was |doned you and forced your poor mother into 


regarded as of great importance, the prosecu- a wtable-to bring yon to life. 


tion being instituted by the Registrar-General, 
In the course of the hearing, the Attorney- 
General stated that if fourteen or fifteen years 
previously the church of England had num- 
bered among her clergymen who held the con- 
scientious scruples of Mr. James, Dissenters 
could not hav been married at ali, The jury 
found a verdict of guilty. 


Tug Greenback meeting at Washington was 
opened by & prayer from the Bev, Gilbert De La 
Matyr. Many of the delegates objected to .this, 
saying they could do whatever praying they 
considered necessary for themselves. These 
remarks were regarded by the correspondent 
of the N. Y. Times as an argument against 
greenbacks, or at least against the Greenback- 
ers. 
been omitted from an assemblage of Green- 
packers, for a large proportion of the party are 


He subjected 
you to the hatred of Herod! He provided 
you no food, no raiment. no lands, no money, 
no education, He abandoned your poor 
mother. He never married her nor made 
her any restitution, He didn't provide for the 
maintenance of her child, but left him to 
chance. No. no, poor chitd; but he raised up 
enemies about you. He made a fiendish dragon 
called the devil, and suffered him to drag you 
into mountains,to starve you, and to fly with 
you in his claws. like a harmless little chick in 
the sharp claws of a hook-nosed eagle, to the 
dizzy roofs of towering edifices! He stood by 
and suffered the few friends your meekness 
and goodness had brought about you, through 
fear of mob violence, to betray, deny, and aban- 
don you; and finally he suffered the mob to 


Prayer, we think, could very properly hav | murder you] cruelly, insultingly. painfully, 


tediously, to torture you to death] This is God) 
This is the all-powerful, just, merciful God to 


Liberals; besides, from what we can glean of! whose glory and worship we devote in one way 


the Lord from the Bible, his sympathies would 
be with the bondholder. Silver and gold is the 


or another, one-fourth of our tíme, and upon 
whom, in multitudinous ways. we lavish at 


money of-the Bible, Jesus was of the common | least one-third of the world's wealth! A pretty 
people, and perhaps if he lived now he would} God, that? Nice fellows, we /—-Seymour Times, 


Events of the Week. 


THE Arizona Indians are belligerent again, 


SMALL-Pox of a malignant type prevails in 
Ottawa, 


THE new leader of the French Cabinet is a 
Protestant, 


DE LEssEPS has commenced the final surveys 
for the Panama Canal. 


THERE was a total eclipse of tha sun. visible 
in California, on the 11th. 


Frank LESLIE, the well-known newspaper 
publisher, died on the 10th. 


A MAN of seventy recently murdered a boy of 
seventeen at Mackville, Ky, 


A FLOUR mill valued at $110,000 was destroyed 
by fire at Wilmington. Del,, on the 6th. 


Tux American consul at Barcelona, Venesue+ 
la, has been compelled to flee for his Jife, 


Tux International Exhibition at Sydney, New 
South Wales, has proved a dismal failure, 


Forty thousand dollars was realized at the 
annual sale of pews at Beecher’s-church last 
week, 

A LARGE whale was recently captured in the 
harbor of Charleston, 8. O,, after an all-day 
contest, 


A NEW Ohrist has appeared in Hindoosfan, 
His name is Ben, and already he has numerous 
followers, : 


THE annual meeting of the American Socia 
Science Association took place in Boston on 
Wednesday last. 


PRADO, the deposed President of Peru,is in 
this city. President Daza of Bolivia has been 
deposed by his troops. 

A FIREMAN was killed and several others in« 
jured by the falling walls of a burning building 
at Memphis on the 7th. 


A PRESBYTERIAN clergyman of this city has 
refused burial toa member of his church be- 
cause he was a Freemason. 

Tux long and tedious Hayden murder trial ia 
almost concluded. The evidence is all in and 
the case will soon go to the jury. 

Two TRAINS collided a few days ago on the 


Elevated Railroad of this city. The locomotives 
were smashed but no one was killed, ` 


. THERE is a Strike among the coal miners at 


—— 


-Hawk's Nest, W. Va. An outbreak is feared, 


and the etate troops are held in readiness, 


Tue ice crop has failed thus far this year, 
and the ice companies are in despair. The 
winter has been unusually mild in this section. 


Cu1gAGO is embarrassed by a grain blockade. 
Grain is received faster than it can be shipped. 
and there are fifteen million bushels already on 
hand, 


ONE of the New York olty post-office stations 
was burglarized a few nights ago, The safe 
was blown open and all the funds and stamps 
taken. 


A Boman Oatholic priest in Louisville, Ky., 
has been fined one thousand dollars for com- 
peiling by force a nurse to leave the bedside of 
a dying man. 


ANOTHER church member gone, Mr. Bogert, 
Treasurer of the Produce Exchange of this 
city, became a defaulter for $30,000 dollars and 
then committed suicide. 


A FIBM of church furniture manufacturers of 
London and New York has failed for nearly two 
hundred thousand dollars. Business in that 
line of goods is very dull. 


THE usual snow blockades on the Central 
Pacific Railroad hay commenced, There are 
drifts twenty-five feet deep on parts of the road, 
and steam snow-plows are kept busy. 


THE Ohilians hay conquered and taken pos- 
session of the southernmost department of 
Eeru. So far the Chilian army hav had a series 
of victories, but they hav had to fight despex- 
ately for them. ` : 


Five innocent men were recently shot in a 
Louisiana prison, They had been arrested on 
suspicion of murder, and were shot by the 
murdered man's relatives, who broke into the 
prison for that purpose, 
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in ration of the privileges which they achieve independence after the Revolution was in- 
The Rostrum. had di oe aps inen" E B " augurated "us had done to prepare the popular mind 
Thomas Paine was the man who was to teach the|for separation and to arouse the. colonies to sever 
| colonies that their honor and future happiness alike | the last link that bound them to the mother coun- 
Paine, the Political and Religious Reformer.’ demanded a different attitude toward the insolent try. His enemy, Cheetham, confesses that “his pen 
English government. While our fathers were re-| was an appendage to the army of independence as 
AN ADDRESS BY Hodie en OE | counting their wrongs with the hope of making a/necessary and as formidable as its cannon.” Into 
We meet this evening to commemorate Thomas favorable impression upon the king and securing aj the movement he ‘threw his whole soul. Accompa- 
Paine, not, as some imagine, because we regard him restoration of their former privileges, Paine pub-|nying Washington 8 army and accepting the fare of 
as a leader or ourselves as his disciples ; for while lished his celebrated * Common Sense." It appeared | a common soldier, hd wrote words of encouragement 
we admire genius and worth, and give our gratitude, in January, 1776. i and hope, often on a drum head, by the flickering 
and love to the benefactors of all ages and climes,| This work boldly attacked the principles of mon- light of a torch, and scattered them freely among 
we can allow no man to dispossess us of our direct archical government. It ridiculed hereditary suc-|the troops. Written in a bold, confident, and con- 
relations to nature ; we can recognize in no individ- | cession. It exposed the impossibility of honorable | Vincing style, and suited to the: condition of the 
ual, living or dead, a king or a lord, a pope or aland lasting reconciliation with England, and boldly | army and the aspect of public affairs, their influence 
priest. Nor do we assemble here to honor the mem-|Genied the right of Britain to govern the colonies | Was great in sustaining the spirit of the soldiers and 
ory of Paine because we adopt all his views or| without their consent. On the other hand, it pointed keeping up the hopes of the country. The first of 
indorse all that he wrote. Many of us dissent from | out the advantages and portrayed the excellences the pamphlets appeared just. after Washington 8 
some of his reasonings and conclusions. Few, I| of republican institutions, demonstrated the praeti-|defeat on Long Island, when he had been driven 
presume, if any present, can accept all that he advo-|cability of independence, urged immediate separa- | from Forts Washington and Lee. The air was filled 
cated, much less all that unfriendly critics and|tion from the mother country, and called for the with gioom. Traitors were busy in the camp and 
opponents have attributed to him. establishment of a republic in which should exist no Tories swarmed in the town. Our soldiers were 
But we meet to recall the services and to honor|]egal distinction between peer and peasant, prelate disheartened and fear pervaded the land. mbar- 
the name of Thomas Paine, on this anniversary of | and mechanic; no hereditary titles, no religious | rassments and hardships were growing heavier; dis- 
his birthday, because he did a great work in his gen- disabilities, but in which all should be equal before | couragements came from every: quarter ; * pitfalls 
eration in destroying religious superstition and help- | the law ; in which personal merit should be the lurked athwart the way, and deepening darkness 
ing build up our present intellectual and moral con- only condition of honor and preferment, and the will covered the close. In this sad condition of affairs, 
dition ; because he was a brave pioneer in the cause|of the people, expressed through their chosen rep-|in this night of despondency and gloom, rang out 
of Freethought, who cleared the way and made it resentatives, the supreme law of the land—a repub- |in clarion tones the thrilling and immortal words of 
comparatively easy for others following to advance | lic that should be an asylum where the oppressed of Paine: E 
beyond him, and because in exposing popular errors] all nations might come and find protection and| “ These are the times that try men’s souls, The 
and cherished delusions, when personally he had | brotherhood, and that should present to the world | summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will in this 
everything to‘lose and nothing to gain by such an|an example of political and social liberty.‘ O ye} crisis shrink from the service of his country, but he 
undertaking, he showed a sublime courage and a |thatlove mankind,” he wrote, “ye that dare oppose | that stands it now deserves the thanks of man and 
noble spirit of self-sacrifice that commands ouft|not only tyranny but the tyrant, stand forth! Every | woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered, 
admiration and deserves our unstinted praise. spot of the old world is overrun with oppression.| yet we have the consolation with us that the harder 
And while it is a pleasure for us to meet in honor | Freedom hath been hunted round the globe. Asia |the conflict the more glorious the triumph. l 
of Thomas Paine as a pioneer inthe Liberal cause, it jand Africa have long since expelled her. Europe This pamphlet was read throughout the army and 
is a duty that gratitude prompts and historic truth | regards her like a stranger, and England hath given | throughout the country. Its effect was electrical. 
demands that we use our efforts, and make these|her warning to depart. Oh, receive the fugitive|lt fired the soldiers with fresh courage and helped to 
ublic demonstrations contribute, not only to rescue | and prepare an asylum for mankind !? inspire the whole country with a determination 
Tis name from the unmerited reproach under which] The effect of this work was wonderful At first| 2ever to give up the ee Mi mdp 
it has so long rested, but to give him his true place|it was read with indignation. Its irreverent attacks perius ee her all t 1 ài are an ir ned 
in history as an advocate of popular freedom, and | on the British form of government, and its bold and rsen at b Owe ie. our soldiers, pias gree 
especially as one of the founders of the American | impassioned appeal to the colonies to declare them-| PY the numbers o ; h tne ; hice Sie thi ad 
i selves free and independent states, surprised and d to position ; w = PENi ranks were thinne 
alarmed those who had heen accustomed to regard | °Y battle, disease, and hardship ; o pE 
the English Constitution as the perfection of politi- | Stared them in the face, and, dips Uer 8 o d 
cal wisdom, and were looking and longing for recon-| they reddened der ipa O Thor 19 ot, wa ze 
ciliation. But this feeling rapidly gave way to sen- with bare and bleeding feet, Thomas Paine revived 
timents of admiration for the author and hearty, their hopes and sustained 2 ied ipiis mE his 
enthusiastic approval of the policy that he advised. prs and BEN uis incip i PT 
Everybody read “Common Sense.” Editions were | 5110 WD a8 the T1818: were continued at interva 8 
multiplied till the circulation reached one hundred till the darkness disappeared and the morning light 
thousand copies. The desire for independence, of promise broke, and independence dawned upon 


icons theland. 'The last of these pamphlets congratu- 
De od n ace Bee a puso. nen to lated the country upon the successful termination of 


A" he patriotism and valor of the arm 
down all opposition. In a few months, as a result| the War, upon the patric <a rmy, 
of the public feeling, produced largely by this work, aad LA ee Sud sube eek 
followee that lofty manifesto known throughout ions that Ea ald come after them 
the Saver as the Declaration of American Inde-|!"7* The times that tried mera Souls » he wrote “are 
O ae tto which we are indebted to “ Common | 279b and the greatest and completest revolution the 
Sense ” for preparing the colonies for separation and World evar MBew celorously and happily antoni 


i i : NE plished.” 
influencing them to declare their independenee, can 
be learned only by consulting the sources of Ameri- 
can history—the chronicles and correspondence of 
those times; for most of the writers who have com- 
pua histories of the United States, from dislike of 
aine’s religious views, or from fear of rendering 
their works unpopular, have either omitted all ref- 
erence to his services or devoted to him but a para- 
graph, when pages osly could do him common 
justice. 

Washington, in a letter to Gen. Joseph Reed, two 
months after the appearance of the work, speaks of 
it as working a “powerful change” in publie opin- 
ion. 

Gen. Lee, in a letter to Washingson, alluding 
to “ Common Sense,” says, “I own myself convinced 
by the arguments of the necessity of separation." 

Ramsay, in his “History of the Revolution,” says, 
* Many thousands were convinced and led to approve 
and long for a separation from the mother country, 
though that measure, à few months before, was not 
only foreign to their wishes, but the object of their 
abhortence." i * I 

Lossing, in his ‘Field Book of the Revolution,” 
says ** Common Sense? was the earliest and most 
powerful appeal in behalf of independence, and 
probably did more to fix that idea firmly in the 
public mind than any other instrumentality.” 

Rev. Jedediah Morse, in his * Annals of the 
Revolution,” says, “The change of publie mind on 
this occasion [in consequence of ** Common Sense] 
is without a parallel." ] 

Samuel Adams, writing.to Paine in 1802, and 
alluding in grateful terms to his services, adds that 
* *Common Sense’ awakened the public mind and 


republic. : 
We can group together but a few of the leading 
facts and incidents in the life of the man whose mem- 
ory we have assembled to honor. 

He was born at Thetford, England, in 1737. His 
father was a Quaker, his mother belonged to the 
Established church. He was favored in early life 
‘with such opportunities only as the humble circum- 
stances of an English mechanic afforded. At the 
' ‘tender age of thirteen he was taken from school and 
set to work at stay-making, an occupation which his 
father followed. His youth, so far as can be learned, 
was marked by no incident of an extraordinary 
character, and presented no noticeable indications 
of the intellectual ability which he exhibited at a 
More mature age. At twenty-two he married an 
estimable lady, but the following year death robbed 
him of her companionship. short time subse- 
quently he obtained a position in the Excise, but 
‘was soon removed for an act which some of his 
biographers allege that his uncompromising integ- 
rity required him to perform. Among the other 
avocations in which he afterwards engaged was 
teaching school. Restored after a while to his old 

position jas an exciseman, he continued to fill the 
position for several years. In 1771 he married the 
second time, but the union was an unhappy one, and 
soon afterward, by mutual consent, a separation en- 
sued. ^ 

About this time he wrote a pamphlet proposing 

certain reforms in the Excise department, in conse- 
quence of which he was again removed from his sit- 
uation. But his pamphlet fell into the hands of Dr. 
. Franklin, who was then in London, and led to an 
acquaintance between these two men who were soon 
to take such a prominent part in freeing our fathers 
from colonial vassalage, and enthroning in dazzling 
exhibition to the world an example of popular gov- 
ernment among the wilds of North America. 


In the latter part of 1794, by the advice of Frank- 
lin, and bearing with him letters of recommendation 
from the distinguished philosophers, Paine came to 
America. He was then thirty-seven years old. His 
mind was cultivated by reading and reflection. He 
possessed considerable knowledge of the natural 
Sciences, and he had, besides, the advantage of a 
somewhat varied experience in business pursuits, in 
none of which, however, had he achieved more than 
moderate success. His object in visiting America 
was to establish a seminary for young ladies, but by 
the advice and with the assistance of Dr. Rush and 
other prominent men in Philadelphia, giving up his 
original project, he assumed editorial charge of the 
Pennsylvania Magazine, a position for which he 


proved himself eminently fitted. led the people to call loudly for independence.” 

At this time the colonies, indignant at the course| I will add only the testimony of Hale, who, in his 
the mother country was pursuing toward them, were “ History of the United States,” says, “The effect 
earnestly petitioning the English government for a of the pamphlet in making converts is without a 
redress of their grievances. Their petitions were precedent in the annals of literature.” 
full of assurances that they were loyal and faithful| Paine did as much to keep alive the spirit of 
subjects of Britain, and their request was limited to resistance to Britain and the determination to 


happiness as this. Her setting out in life, like the 
rising of a fair morning, was unclouded aud promis- 
ing. Her cause was good. Her principles just and 
liberal. Her temper serene and firm. Her conduct 
regulated by the nicest steps, and everything about 
her wore the mark of honor. It is not every country 
(perhaps there is not another in the world) that can 
boast so fair an origin. Even the first settlement of 
America corresponds with the character of the revo- 
lution. Rome, once the proud mistress of the uni- 
verse, was originally a band of ruffians. Plunder 
and rapine made her rich, and her oppression of mill- 
ions made her great. But America need never be 
ashamed to tellher birth, nor relate the stages by 
which she arose to empire,” : 


was one of the most popular men in America. The 
great and distinguished of the land sought his 
society, and vied with one another in maniifesting 
their appreciation of his abilities and giving him 
tokens of their gratitude for his services. Washing- 
ton invited him in the most cordial language to 
partake of his hospitality at Rocky Hill. He was in 
regular correspondence with the most prominent 
men of the country, and no man’s counsel ‘seems to 
have been more in demand or more highly valued. 
Had he chosen to accept an office, the people would 
gladly have given him almost any position that was 
within their power to bestow. Had Paine died at 
this time, what honors would not have been lav- 
ished’ upon him! The whole country, filled with 
grief, would have poured its tears around his 
fresh grave. The Christian clergy would have been 
among the. first to extol his character, while they 
would have claimed him as a child of their faith. 
Christian mothers would have taught their children 
to tread lightly over the spot hallowed by his mortal 


song, and Christian novelists would have interwoven 
in-story, the noble deeds of his life. Christian his- 
torians would have recorded faithfully his services 


* Never, I say, had a country so many openings to , 


At the close of the American Revolution Paine . 


remains. Christian poets would have related in 


The 


and handed down his fame, With every return of 
the anniversary of our natal day Christian orators 
would speak of him with pride and gratitude as the 
_pamphleteer of American independence, as the 
author-hero of the Revolution, while the people 
would twine votive wreaths around his name and 
keep his memory green. 


But the career of this remarkable man was not 
finished with his successful labors for a republie in 
North America. : 


The condition of the people in Europe excited his 
sympathy and claimed his attention. Some writer 
. had said, * Where liberty is, there is my country." 

Paine, with less regard for himself, and in the spirit 
of boundless philanthropy, said, ** Where liberty is 
not, there is my country, and thither I hasten that I 
may help establish it.” 

He returned to England, and after, visiting and 
relieving the wants of a widowed mother, who was 
suffering from poverty, he turned his attention to 


France and exerted all’ his powers to defend and; 


sustain that people in their efforts to establish a free 
government. For ages the condition of the French 
people had been deplorable, They had been system- 
atically robbed by the government that a corrupt, 
hereditary aristocracy, and a yet more corrupt priest- 
hood, might live in luxury and splendor. Many 

. circumstances had combined to bring about the 
Revolution of 1789. 
French philosophers, which scattered broadcast the 
doctrines of political and religious freedom, contrib- 
uted to prepare the people for the great event, no 
person who has a competent knowledge of history 
can doubt. The works of Montesquieu, Voltaire, 
Rousseau, and Abbe Raynal, by examining the prin- 
ciples. and origin of government and attacking 
hoary-headed social, religious, and political evils, 
directed thinking minds to a better condition of 
affairs than then prevailed, awakened a love of 
liberty, a desire for the abolition of corrupt institu- 

' tions, and the reorganization of the government on 
the principles of justice and equality. The Declara- 
tion of Independence in America, the formation of 
our republie, and the return of French officers and 
soldiers who had participated in our struggle and 
become imbued with sentiments of republicanism, the 
removal of Neckar, the mismanagement in finances 
that followed—all these facts and circumstances were 
among the causes which contributed to produce the 
revolution in France—a revolution which, however 
much we may deplore the excesses of its friends and 
the machinations of its enemies, and its failure to 
achieve all it aimed to accomplish, proved an incal- 
eulable blessing to France and to the cause of liberty 
throughout Europe. 


In full sympathy with struggling France, Paine 
gave to the world his “ Rights of Man,” the ablest 
work he ever wrote, and one of the most masterly 
productions that ever appeared in opposition to 
monarchical government, and in defense of the 
rights of the people. It was a reply to Edmund 
Burke's * Reflections on the French Revolution." 
It scattered his arguments to the wind, and bravely 
pleaded the right of the French people to depose 
their Bourbon oppressor and to establish a govern- 
ment founded on the consent of the governed. ' The 

- effect of this work in Europe was hardly less 
remarkable than that of “Common Sense” in 
America, It was translated into various languages 
and read by all classes. Its circulation reached one 
hundred thousand copies. It “introduced with 
astonishing effect,” says Baine, in his “ Wars of the 
Revolution,” “the doctrine of democratic govern- 
ment in the first states of Europe." 

The British government, alarmed for the safety of 
its monarchical institutions, and, with a view to sup- 
press the work, issued a proclamation against 
** wicked and seditious libels,” and afterwards pros- 
ecuted the author of the “Rights of Man.” 


Paine went to France and was elected to a seat in 
the National Convention. On his way from Calais 
flowers were strewn in his pathway, and he was the 
recipient of every attention and. honor that respect 
and gratitude could prompt. 

Paine did his best to infuse moderation into the 
councils of the French republic. He voted against 

. the death of the king, when nearly the whole Con- 
vention were in favor of his execution, and when to 
differ from the majority was at the peril of reputa- 
tion and life. The conduct of Paine, during the 
whole time he was in France, was as brave and con- 
sistent as during our own struggle for independence. 
He was never deterred from doing bis duty by any 

* consideration, not even when his personal safety 

seemed to demand acquiescence with those in power. 

Amid the excitement and madness of the hour 
Paine was thrown into prison, where he remained ten 
months, escaping the pa pung by an accident 
which, had he been a 
have formed the subject of a tract in favor of the 
dootrine of special providence. 

Up to this time his popularity in this country was 
undiminished. James Monroe, then our minister to 
France, in a letter addressed to Paine just before his 
release, wrote: : 


* It jg unnecessary for me to tell you how much| “Eternal fire” (Jude, 7) 


That the writings of the 792^ Upton, O. W. Barker, and Charles Grisson, Hsg., 


hristian, would afterward: 


all your countrymen (I speak of the great mass of 
the people) are interested in your welfare.” - 

“ The crime of ingratitude has not yet stained, 
and, I hope, never will stain our national character. 
You are considered by them as not only having ren- 
dered important services in our own Revolution, but 
as being on a more extensive scale the friend of 
human rights, and a distinguished and able. advo- 
cate in favor of publie liberty. To the welfare of 
Thomas Paine the Americans are not, nor can they 
be, indifferent." 

While in France Paine wrote his celebrated “ Age 
of Reason." The first part was completed before 
he was thrown into the Luxembourg jail ; the second 
part composed chiefly during his imprisonment. 

This was his crime. This was the head and front 
of his offending. The popularity of the author gave 
the work a wide circulation, and its influence was 
felt and by the clergy dreaded. -` 

Paine returned to this country, where he lived the 
remainder of his life. | 


[CONCLUDED IN OUR xxxT.] 
ee »—— —————— 


Open Letter. 
BY M. BABCOCK. 


To the Honorable School Board of St. Johns, Michigan, 
Hon. Randolph Strickland, D. O. Hurd, George Stevenson, 


Gentlemen: I do not believe that a dose of hell and damna- 
tion in the morning is best calculated to fit either the mind 
or body for the studies of the arts and sciences during the 
day. Ido not believe that either gods, ghosts, devils, or 
witches are essential to the successful running of our public 
school. 

A book which teaches all of these superstitious dogmas is 
daily being made use of, by your sanction, in our school. 

And I wish to say that I hav no respect for any God, 
book, religion, or human being who will pollute the imagin- 
ation of childhood with the infamous lie, the dogma of an 
eternal hell. j 

I do not believe in the use of two books, the one teaching 
that three times one makes one, and the other teaching that 
three times one makes three. 

And I want you to understand that I object to the use of 
any book in our schools whose language is 80 obscene that 
it cannot be read in the presence of a virtuous woman with- 
out causing the cheek of modesty to blush with shame. I 
care not if its obscenity be inspired or uninspired; I say if 
it be unclean and unfit to be read in decent society, throw it 
out of our schools. l 

Bible in schools is but a question of time; sooner or later 
it must step down and out. 
hundreds of years before they could get Christians to aban- 
don the practice of cutting each other’s throats. The Bible 
has drenched this earth with blood and tears by setting one 
set of Christians to killing another set of Christians, The 
Bible has set men to raising hell in this world as a means of 
escaping hell in another world. And you cannot deny, 
gentlemen, that the Christian religion has been established 
by the fagot and sword in the hands of tyrants, murderers, 
and hypocrites, and that the church, armed with the halter, 
ripping-knives, and instruments of torture, has, in the name 
of this Bible God, cruelly put to death, by burning at the 
stake and other ways, not less than sixty millions of poor, 
pitiable creatures on account of their religious opinions. 
Then, I ask, is it not true that the church and the Bible 
hav raised hell in this world as a means of escaping hell in 
the next world? 

For all of these hellish acts the Bible is responsible. I 
hav no respect for such a book; but its worshipers of to- 
day, like its worshipers of the past, hav no regard for the 
rights'of others. Therefore I do not expect that the church 
(your master, gentlemen) will take the Blble out of school 
so long as outsiders will submit to hav their rights trampled 
upon by hypocrites and the bigots of the Protestant church. 

This ** blessed book” teaches that for five thousand years 
there has been a steady stream of human souls sliding into 
the bottomless pit; and to-day the bulk of the great human 
family, at the rate of one a second, continually keep drop- 
ping, drop, drop, dropping, into the flames of an eternal 
hell, No postponement on account of the weather. No 
distinction on account of race or color. Night and day, 
drop, drop, dropping into a place of endless misery. And 


[ such, gentlemen, is the teaching of the infamous book made’ 


use of in our school. 

But Jesus has pointed out a way by which you and all of 
the scholars of the school may be saved from hell. He 
says, “ He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned.” ‘‘And these signs 
shall follow them that believe: in my name shall they cast 
out devils: they shall speak with new tongues: they shall 
take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it 
shall not hurt them. .They shall lay hands on the sick, and 
they shall recover” (Mark xvi, 16-18). 

If you can do these things, gentlemen, you shall be saved, 
otherwise you shall be damned—damned on account of 
your honest opinions and lack of faith. Splendid! How 
consoling! But if you lack faith, Jesus says that you will 
be placed with the goats, and then he will say to you, 
“ Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels” (Matt, xxv, 14). 

** To be cast into everlasting fire” (Bt. Matt. xviii, 8). 

‘These shall go away into everlasting punishment” (St. 
Matt. xxv, 46). 


** Eternal damnation” (St. Mark iii, 29). 
* Everlasting destruction ” (2 Thess. i, 9). 
** Eternal judgment ” [condemnation] (Heb. vi, 2). 
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This, gentlemen, is a solid doctrine of an eternal hell. Jt 


is hell outside, hell inside, and hell down through the 
middle. . It is too much hell to be taken into our public 
school, and, as I hav already said, I hav no respect for any 
teacher, school board, or human being, who will pollute 
the imagination of children with such an infamons lie as 
the dogma of an everlasting hell. 


And Jesus says, ‘‘There be eunuchs which were made 


eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs which hav made 
themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He 
that is able to receive it, let him receive it" (Matt. xix, 12). 


Now, gentlemen, honor bright, do you approve of. this 


command? And is tbe practice being reeommended in our 
school as one of the great plans by which Jesus tells ita boys 
that they may become worthy of heaven? Hav you, either 
individually or as a school board, carried into practice this, 
ihe teaching of Jesus, as a means of salvation? Now, gen- 
tlemen, I care not whether this precept comes from Jesus, 


God, or the devil, or whether it be recommended for the 


kingdom of heaven's sake, or for the kingdom of hell’s 


sake, in my judgment, it is a bloody relic of the past, and 
unguited to the wants of the civilization of the nineteenth 
century. 


No gods, ghosts, or devils; no hell and damnation; no 


lakes of firé and brimstone; no gnashing of teeth in endless 


torment; no bloody precepts, and no worshiping of a God 
who, with his she-bears, killed forty-two innocent little 
children; and no worshiping in our public school of the 
book of superstition which sanctions nearly every species 
of crime, is our motto. 

* An eye for an eye" (Bible). ''A tooth for a tooth” 
(Bible) ‘Spare the rod and spoil the child” (Bible). If 
a scholar gets pummeled on one cheek, let him "turn the 
other cheek also for another pounding (Bible) Splendid 
precepts for a school; don’t you think so, gentlemen? 


————— 9 9M ——— —— 


Random Thoughts.—Labor and Capital, 
BY CHANNING BURNZ. 


Principal is a money used as a nucleus about which to 
gather its kind. i 

Interest is money paid for the use of principal, and must 
be saved from the proceeds of labor hired with that princi- 
pal, together with the profit, which profit becomes another 
principal for the use of the borrower, as interest becomes a 
new principal to the lender. . 

Now, is this profit and interest rightfully held under the 
surveillance of one mind and under the controlof one 
power, to the exclusion of the many who helped to earn it? 

"What is its effect upon those many ? "Their bodily neces- 
sities, their comforts, are often sacrificed and all esthetic 
culture shut off. But worse than this, they become, after a 
few years of this life, transformed from bright and hopeful 
men and women into little better than well-drilled animala; 
ambition gone; debarred from thought because from 
responsibility; their only care or hope in life te retain the 
patronage of the capitalist who governs them, aud while 
ministering to a few necessities, eke out here and there a 
little luxury, and. possibly to save enough to continue this 
life a few years longer when the power to labor is gone. 
Oh, the waste of precious life! 

There is an old joke—not a funny one—that the capitalist 
gets no more than his hircling; č. e., his living. Yet when l 
asked to change places, the capitalist declines. Nor can he, 
in, the old-time cant, reply, ** Oh, I am born and bred in 
this; you in that condition; to change were to make both 
miserable.” Ten to one his wealth has been got only by 
some unenviable attribute—selfishness, pinching stinginess, 
grasping avarice, by the risking of others’ funde, or through 
plain dishonesty. Seldom is he ‘‘to the manor born." By 
nature he has generally the hardihood of the hardiest, and 
were he only taught the wrong and folly of his life, might 
bear with ease the humbler position of a mere man. 

“ Before the law all men are equal.” Good lawyers say 
that. Each has an equal right to those natural gifts which 
man takes to his use and an equal right to the kind feeling 
of his fellow-man. 

A cspital has been borrowed of $100,000 at 5 per cent per 
annum; the times are not very prosperous, and the manu- 
facturer, after paying all expenses, cannot turn his money 
over at more thau 3 per cent four times a year; this is 12 
per cent gross, less 5 per eent interest paid, which givs 
7 per cent interest on $100,000, or $7,000 profit, plus a 
salary of $3,000, which is usually bestowed upon the money- 
holder for his management, and this leaves $10,000 a year 
to the borrower. What do his poor employees get? Cash- 
ier, say $2,000; bookkeepers, sav $1,500 and $1,000; other 
help from $1,000 down to $350 each. This is a very mod- 
erate picture, and is so common as hardly to be startling. 
And yet, O powers of man! should a man who has simply 
credit be able to liv from five to ty-five times better 
than a man who has only skill? . 

But stop! Profit makes a new principal; the capitalist 
lays by a large part of “‘ his earnings” (?), and that becomes 
a new capital—the price of other poor souls to bondage. 
Thus do the masses weld their own chains. The ignorance 
of men, their apathy to disgrace, the natural slavishness of 
humanity, is the cause of all this. Bah! men are not men 
yet; they must still learn their worth. 

OO OO ——————— 

Lonpon has over two hundred thousand foreigners, from 
every quarter of the globe, among its residents, I+ contains 
more Roman Catholics than Rome itself, more Jews than 
the whole of Palestine, more Irish than Belfast, more Scotch- 
men than Aberdeen, and more Welshmen than Cardiff. 

: ———— 9 9— ————— 

DARWIN found aland crab in one of the South Sea Islands 
that fed upon cocoanuts, which it broke with its heavy 
claws 
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Two Views of Marriage. 
BY TWO '" EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTORS OF THE INDEX." 
I 
` From the Indez} 


MARRIAGE,.—TRUE LOVE vs. FREELOVE.—BY MRS. SARA A. 
* UNDERWOOD. 


One has but to look arouud, with open and unprejudiced 
eyes, upon society as it really is to-day to see the utter folly 
and falsity of these Freelove charges. The majority, the 
overwhelming majority, of marriages, even under the laws 
Wives are 
not all trembling slaves, nor husbands all adulterers and 
Into nine-tenths of the homes we enter we cannot 
fail to mark the evidences of a pure and holy love between 
The eyes that meet each other so frankly 
and trustingly, their tender accents of confiding love, the 
respectful deference to each other’s whims and wishes in all 
matters of business, and the heartfelt enjoyment of each 
Other’s pleasures—these we can see every day in nearly 
This is the rule; the unhappily 


found so much fault with, are happy marriages. 
tyrants. 


husband and wife. 


every family around us. 
mated are the exceptions. A z 
It is pleasant to turn from the sickening falsehood of Free- 


love literature to testimonies like these of the pure, exalted, 
intelligent love borne by wives and husbands towards each 
other ; and there is a deep sense of moral satisfaction in 
knowing that such testimonies can be multiplied by scores 
and hundreds of the same purport in refutation of Freelove 
There are happy homes on every 
We all know of ten happy homes to one 
Happiness in married life is the rule and not 
The unhappy marriages are no more in 
numbers than may be expected in the present imperfect 
state of humanity. There is always a certain percentage of 
crime of all kinds, and there will always be a certain per- 
There is always a large num- 
ber of persons who take pleasure in committing theft, but 
the law, in its mission of protecting society, punishes these 
criminals ; and we surely would not think of revoking all 
laws for the proteciion of property that these sinners may 
Bo with all 
Society, slowly evolving from barbarism, has come 
to decree that Freelove i8 criminal and hurtful to individuals 
and the community, and so does not propose dispensing 
with legal recognition “of individual.rights in the marriage 
Contract in order to make anarchy easier of accomplish- 


libels on legal marriage. 
side of us. 

unhappy one. 
the exception. 


Centage of unhappy unions. 


be left undisturbed in their right to steal. 
crimes. 


ment. 


Instead of a loosening of the marriage bond, we need a 
bracing up of the moral sense in the community, so that the 
marriage contract shall be better fulfilled. We are in sad 
The tendency of 
the times has been to be too lax in condemnation of the 


need of a revival of. virtuous principle. 


lesser immoralities of private life. Public opinion needs to 
be brought up to a higher and sterner standard of morality, 
for without morality the race cannot advance. It has come 
to pass that those who call themselves reformers— who 
Shout the loudest in praise of liberty, who swear the world 
is all askew and they hav a mission to set it right—it has 
come to pass that these sneer at morality, sneer at purity, 
sneer at culture, sneer at marriage, sneer at the home and 
private purity. They laugh at the idea of any man living a 
pure life; they demand that all barriers to bestiality be 
broken down, and that the world be turned topsy-turvy for 
their pleasure. It is time for a reaction in favor of purity, 
of morality, of law and order; it is high time that some- 
thing definite be done and said by those who hav the true 
welfare of their fellows at heart. From this laxity has 
sprung this evil thing called Freelove, which should now be 
frowned down and shown in all its vileness, and treated with 
the contempt it deserves. 


IL 


: {From the Herald of Progress.] ‘ 
MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE.—RESOLUTIONS AND ADDRESS OF 
MRS. ELIZABETH CADY STANTON, AT THE WOMAN’S 
T CONVENTION, COOPER INSTITUTE, FRIDAY, MAY 
; 1860. - 


Resolved, That, in the language (slightly varizd) of John 
Milton, ‘‘Those who marry intend as little to conspire 
their own ruin ag those who swear allegiance; and as a 
whole people is to an ill government, so is one man or wo- 
man to an ill marriage. If a whole people, against any 
authority, covenant, or statute, may, by the sovereign edict 
of charity, save not only their lives but honest liberty, from 
unworthy bondage, as well may a married party against any 
private covenant which he or she never entered, to his or 
her mischief, be redeemed from unsupportable disturbances 
to honest peace and just contentment,” ; 

Resolved, That all men are created equal, and all women, 
in their natural rights, are the equals or men, and endowed 
by their Creator with the same inalienable right to the pur- 
Buit of happiness. 

Resolved, That any constitution, compact, or covenant, 
between human beings, or even between Gud and human 
beings, that failed to produce or promote human happiness, 
could not in the nature of things be of any force or autnority ; 
andit would be not only a right but a duty to abolish it. 

Resolved, That though marriage be in itself divinely 
founded, and is fortified as an institution by innumerable 
‘analogies in the whole kingdom of universal Nature, still a 
true marriage is only known by its results; and like the 
fountain, if pure, will reveal only pure manifestations, nor 
need it ever be said, ‘‘ What God hath joined together let no 
Man put asunder,” for man could nov put it asunder ; nor 
an he any more unite what God and nature have not joined 


~ 


together. ] . 
Resolved, That of all insulting mockeries of heavenly truth 
and holy law, none can be greater than that physical impo- 
tency is cause sufficient for divorce, while no amount of 
mental, or morai, or spiritual imbecility is ever to be 
pleaded in support of such a demand, 

Resolved, That such a law was worthy those dark periods 
When marriage was held by the greatest doctors and priests 
of the church to be a work of the flesh only, and almost, if 
not altogether a defilement, denied wholly to the clergy, 
and forbidden a second time to all. 

Resolved, That an unfortunate or ill-assorted marriage is 
ver a calamity, but not ever, perhaps never, a crime ; and 
when society or government, by its iaws or customs, com- 
pels its continuance, always to the grief of one of the par- 
ties, and the actual loss and damage of both, it usurps an 
authority never delegated to man nor exercised by God him- 
self, 


Resolved, That observation and experience daily show 


ow incompetent men are, as individuals oras governments, 
to yea partnera in eec teachers for their children, 
minis of their religion, or ajudicaters, or ad- 
Juinissrators of their laws ; aud as the same Weakucas and 


the dumb, the idiot, the imbecile, the deformed, the insane! 
Go out into the by-lanes and dens of this vast metropolis 
and contemplate that reeking mass of depravity! 

Pause before the terrible revelations made by statistics of 
the rapid increase of all this moral and physical impotency, 
and learn how fearful a thing it is to violate the immutable 
laws of the beneficent ruler of the universe, and there behold 
the terrible retributions of your violence on woman! Learn 
how false and cruel are those institutions, which, with a 
coarse materialism, set aside those holy instincts of the 
woman to bear no children but those of love! : 

In the best condition of marriage as we now hav it, to 
woman come all the penalties and sacrifices. A man in the 
fuli tide of business or pleasure can marry and not change 
his life one iota. He can be husband, father, and everything 
beside; but in marriage woman givs up all. Home is her 
sphere, her realm. Well, be it so if here you'll make us all 
supreme; take to yourselves the universe besides ; explore 
the north pole, and in your airy car, all space; in your 
northern homes and cloud-capped towers to feast on walrus 
flesh and air, and lay you down to sleep your, six months' 
night away and leave us to make these laws that govern the 
inner Sanctuary of our own homes, and faithful satellites 
yell ever be to the dinner-pot, the cradie, and the old arm- 
chair. : 

Fathers, do you say let your daughters pay a a life-long 
penalty for one unfortunate step ? How could they, on the 
threshold of life, full of joy and hope, believing all things 
to be as they seemed on the surface, judge of the dark 
wiudings of the human soul? how couid they forsee that 
the young man to-day so noble, so generous, would in a few 
short years be transformed into a cowardly, mean tyrant, 
or a foul-mouthed, bloated drunkard? What father could 
rest at his home by night knowing that his lovely daughter 
was at the mercy of a strong man drunk with wine and pas- 
sion, and that, do what he might, he was backed up by law 
and public sentiment. 

The best interests of the individual, the family, the state, 
the nation, cry out against these legalized marriages of force 
and endurance. There can be no heaven without love, and 
nothing is sacred in the family and home but just so far as 
it is built up and anchored in love. 

Our newspapers teem with startling accounts of husbands 
and wives having shot or poisoned each other, or commit- 
ting suicide, choosing death rather than the indissoluble tie; 
&nd, still worse, the living death of faithless wives and 
daughters, from the first families in this state, dragged from 
the privacy of home into the public prints and courts, with 
all the painful details of sad, false lives, What say you to 


blindness must attend the selection of matrimonial partners, 
the dictates of humanity and common sense alike show that 
the latter and most important contract should no more be 
perpetual than either or all of the former. 

Resolved, That children born in these unhappy and un- 
hallowed connections are, in the most solemn and important 
sense, of unlawful birth—the fruit of lust but not of love, 
and so not of God—not divinely descended, but from be- 
neath— whence proceed all manner of evil and uncleanness. 

Resolved, That next to the calamity of such a birth to the 
child isthe misfortune of being trained in the atmosphere 
of a household where love is not the law, but where discord 
and bitterness abound, stamping their demoniac features on 
the moral nature with all their odious peculiarities, thus 
continuing the race in a weakness and depravity that must 
be a sure precurser of its ruin, as a just penalty of long 
violated law. ' 

They tell us, in that future home—the heavenly paradise 
—that the human family sball be sifted out, and the good 
and pure shall dwell together in peace. It that be the 
heavenly crder, is it not our duty to render earth as near 
like heaven as we may? For years there hav been before 
the Legislature of this state a variety of bills asking for di- 
vorce in cases of drunkenness, insanity, desertion, cruel 
and brutal treatment, endangering life. My attention was 
called to this question very early in life, by the sufferings 
of a friend of my girlhood, a victim of one of those unfor- 
tunate unions called marriage. What my great love for that 
young girl, and my holy intuitions, then decided to be right, 
has not been changed by years of experience, observation, 
and reason. Ihav pondered well these things in my heart, 
and ever felt the deepest interest in all that has been writ- 
ten and said upon the subject, and the most profound re- 
spect and loving sympathy for those heroic women who, 
in the face of law and public sentiment, hav dared to sun- 
der the unholy ties of a joyless, Jovless union, If marriage 
is a human institution, about which man may legislate, it 
seems but just that he should treat this branch of his legis- 
lation with the same common sense that he applies to ali 
others. If it isa mere legal contract, then should it be sub- 
ject to the same restraints and privileges of all other con- 
tracts. A contract to be valid in law must be formed be- 
tween parties of mature age, with an honest intention in 
said parties to do what they agree. The least concealment, 
fraud, or intention to deceive, if proved, annuls the con- 
tract. A boy cannot contract for an acre of land or a horse 
until he is 21, but he may contract for a wife at 14. Ifa 
man sell à horse, and the purchaser find in him great in- 
compatability of temper, a disposition to stand still when 
the owner is in haste to go, the sale is null and void—the 
man and his horse part company. But in marriage, no 
matter how much fraud and deception are practiced, nor 
how cruelly one or both parties hav been misled—no matter 
how young, inexperienced, or thoughtless the parties, nor 
how unequal their condition and position in life, the con- 
tract cannot be annulled. Think of a husband telling a 
young and trusting girl, but one short month his wife, that 
he married her for her money ; that those letters, so pre- 
cious to her, that she had read and re-read, and kissed and 
cherished, were written by another ; that their splendid 
home, of. which, on their wedding day, her father gave 
to him the deed, is already in the hands of his creditors ; 
that she must giv up the elegance and luxury that now 
surround her, unless she can draw fresh supplies of money 
to meet their wants ! When she told the story of her wrongs 
to me—the abuse to which she was subject, and the dread in 
which she lived, I impulsively urged her to fly from such a 
monster and Villain, as she would before the hot breath of 
a ferocious beast of the wilderness. (Applause.) And she 
did fly. And it was well with her. Many times since, as I 
hav telt her throbbing heart against my own, she has said: 
“ Oh, but for your love and sympathy, your encouragement, 
I should never hav. escaped from that bondage. Before Í 
could, of myself, hav found courage to break those Chains, 
my heart wuuld hav broken in the effort.” 

Marriage, as it now exists, must seem to all of you a 
mere human institution. Look through the universe of 
matter and mind—all God’s arrangements are perfect, har- 
monious, and complete. There is no, discord, friction, or 
failure in his eternal plans. Immutabil:ty, perfection, 
beauty, are stamped on all his laws. Love is the vital 
essence that pervaces and permeates from the center to the 
circumierence—the graduating circles of all thought and 
action. Love is the talisman of human weal and woe, the 
open sesame to every human soul ; where two beings are 
drawn together by the natural iaws of likeness and affinity, 
union and happiness is the result. Such marriages might 
be divine, but how is it now ? You all know our marriage 
is, in many cases, a mere outward tie, impelled by custom, 
policy, interest, necessity, founded not even in friendship, 
to say nothing of love, with every possible inequality of 
condition and development. ín these neterogeneous unions 
we find youth and old age, beauty and deformity, refine- 
ment and vulgarity, virtue and vice, the educated and the 
ignorant, angels of grace and goodness witn devils of mal- 
ice and malignity; and the sum of all this is human wretch- 
edness and despair, cold fathers, sad mothers, and helpless 
children, who shiver at the hearthstone where the fires of 
love hav all gone out. The wide world and the stranger's 
unsympathizing gaze are not more to be dreaded for young 
hearts than homes like these. Now who shali say that it is 
right to take two beings so unlike and anchor them side by 
side, fast bound, to stay all time until God shall summon 
one away ? . 

Do wise Christian legislators need any arguments to con- 
vince them that the sacredness of the family relation should 
be protected at ail hazards? The family—that great con- 
servator of national virtue and strength—how can you hope 
to build it up in the midst of violence, debauchery, and 
excess? Can there be anything sacred at that family altar 
where the chief priest who ministers makes sacrifice of 
human beings—of the weak, the innocent? where the 
incense offered up i8 not. to the God of justice and mercy 
but to those heathen divinities who best may represent the 
lost man in all his grosaness and deformity? Call that 
sacred: where woman, the mother of the race—of a Jesus of 
Nazareth—unconscious of the true dignity of her nature, 
of ner high and holy destiny, consents to liv in legalized 
prostitution, her whole soul revolting at such gross associa- 
lions, her flesh shivering at the cold contamination of that 
embrace, held there by no tie but the iron chain of the law 
and a false and most unnatural public sentiment ? Call that 
sacred where innocent children, trembling with fear, fly to 
the corners and dark places of the house to hide themseives 
from the wrath of drunken, brutal fathers, but, forgetting 
their past sufferings, rush out again at their mothers’ frantic 
screams, ‘‘ Help! ob, help d i Uall that sacred whore fathers 
like these hav the power and legal right to hand down their A 
natures to other beings, to curse other generations with such | 0f the New York State Liberal League Committee, has been 
moral deformity and death ? writing for the Buffalo Sunday News an able article on the 


Brethren, into your asylums for the blind, the deaf « | antiquity ef the world. 


that all these wretched matches are made in heaven ? that 
all these sad, miserable people are bound together by God ? 
Nero was thought the chief of tyrants because he made 


read them, and then punished them for every act of disobe- 
dience. What better are our republican legislators? The 
mass of the women of this nation know nothing about the 
laws, yet all their specially barbarous legislation is for 
woman. Where hav they made any provision for her to 
learn the laws ? Where ig the law school for our daughters ? 
where the law office, the bar, or the bench now urging them 
to take part in the jurisprudence of the nation ? 

But, say you, does not separation cover all these difficul- 
ties? No one objects to separation when the parties are so 
disposed. Now to separation there are two very serious 
objections, First, so long as:you insist on marriage as a 
divine institution, as an indissoluble tie, so. long as you 
maintain your present laws against divorce, you make even 
Separation so odious that the most noble, virtuous, and 
sensitive men and women choose a life of concealed misery 
rather than a partial, disgraceful release. Second, those’ 
who, in their impetuosity and despair, do, in spite of pub- 
lic sentiment, separate, find themseives in their new position 
beset with many temptations to lead a false, unreal life. 
This isolation bears especially hard on women. 

Horace Greeley, in his recent discussion with Robert Daie 
Owen, said this who'e question has been tried in all its 
varieties and conditions, from indissoluble monogamic 
marriage down to Freelove; that the ground has been all 
gone over and explored. Let me assure him that but just 
one-half of the ground has been surveyed, and that half but 
by one of the parties, and that party certainly not the most 
interested in the matter. Moreover, there is one kind of 
Marriage that has not been tried, and that is a contract 
made by equal parties to liv an equal life, with equal re- 
straints and privileges on either side. Thus far we hav had 
the man marriage, and nothing more. From the beginning 
man has had the sole and whole regulation of the matter; he 
has spoken in scripture; he has spoken in law; ag an indi- 
vidual he has decided the time and cauge for putting away 
a wife, and as a judge and legislator he still holds the entire 
control. In all history, sacred and profane, the woman is 
regarded and spoken of simply as the toy of man, made for 
his especial use, to meet his most gross and sensuous de- 
sires; she is taken or put away, given or received, bought 
or sold, just as the interest of the parties might dictate. 
The right of woman to put away a husband, be he ever so 
impure, is never hinted at in sacred history. Even Jesus. 
himself failed to recognize the sacred rights of the holy 
mothers of the race. We cannot take our gauge of woman- 
hood from the past, but from the solemn convictions of our 
own souls, in the higher development of the race. No 
parchments, however Venerable with the mold of ages, no 
human institution, can bound the immortal wants of the 
real sons and daughters of the great I Am as the heirs of 
the joys of time, and joint heirs to the glories of eternity. 
If in merriage either party claims the right to stand su- 
preme, to woman, the mother of the race, belongs the scep- 
ter and the crown, for her life is one long sacrifice for man, 
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Auxiliary Liberal League, No. 151 is at Centerville, Cal.; 
Becretary, Alonzo Sweet; No. 102 is at Ferndale, Kan., 
Secretary, James W. Newbold, and No. 168 is at Spring- 
ville, N. Y., Secretary, Frank Dygert. 

Becretaries of Auxiliaries, Vice-Presidents of the Nation- 
al Liberal League, and members of Executive Committees 
who hay not received the pamphlet ‘ Third Annual Con- 
greas of the National Liberal League,” will confer a favor 
by notifying me at once. A. L. Rawson’ 

84 Bond St., New York. Bec. N. L. L. 

———— 9 9—— —— —— 
Ma. Epean M. SELLON, of Buffalo, the acting Chairman 
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facts like these ? Now, do you believe, men and women, . 


laws and hung them up so high that his subjects could not ` 
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Sara on Marriage. 


One of the outcomes of the ‘‘ late unpleasantness ” over 
obscenity, personal records, private letters, and that class 
of troubles, is a vigorous discussion of the institution of 
marriage. The Jndez—the pure, the high-toned, the cul- 
tured Jndex—is in foritup toits eyes. Mrs. Sara Underwood 
came out recently with a sJashing essay upholding the ** di- 
vine institution" and defending it against the Freelovers 
who hav ‘‘ captured the League” and who are likely toicap- 
ture the country and play destruction generally. Tox 
TRUTH SEEKER this week copies a portion of Mrs. Under- 
wood's article. That it may not, however, be taken as the 
expression, without dissent, of the opinion of universal 
womanhood, her views are offset by an equally vigorous ex- 
pression on the subject of marriage by another editorial 
contributor of the Jndez—Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
Here readers hav the views of two representative woman. 
Diametrically opposed as they are, every reader can take 
his choice. : : . 

The Index of last week also has a pointed, terse, and well 
reasonéd reply to Mrs. Underwood's article, by “a happy 
wife in a happy home "—all which goes to show that Sara 
will not exactly *'béar the palm alone.” 

How many questions would be settled, how mary con- 
‘sciences would be relieved, and consciousnesses enlightened 
‘if their owners would descend into them, for a brief period, 
‘and reflect that this globe is not finished up yet! We are 
in the midst of an evolution that is not yet near the end. 
"This scheme of things that is passing before our eyes is in 
_progresss—not in statu quo. We are neither at its start, nor 
at its stop ; but at some stage in mid career. 

Now every scheme of progress involves change, A 
panorama would not be much of & show that stood stock 
still. There is wear and tear in every thing that moves and 
has its being. Things, principles, ideas, will get old, de- 
crepit, used up, and must be replaced with new. . 

But it is & saddening, disheartening thought that proba- 
bly not more than one million of the fourteen hundred 
million individuals of this human race know, appreciate, 
feel the force of, and guide their lives by this fact of change 
and progress. Thirteen hundred and ninety-nine million 
human beings hav the cosmical conception that everything 
is fixed, that nothing changes, that immobility reigns, and 
the thing that is, is the thing that shall forever be; and thir- 
teen hundred aud ninety-nine million human beings are con- 


.itinually envying the one million for their happiness, their 


‘steadiness, their unconcern amidst what to others is a pe- 
‘riod of alarm--are continually grumbling, scolding, vilify- 
ing, cursing the one million for predicting change, aiding 
'development, invoking progress. If those ganglionic con- 
'volutions, white matter or gray, that are on the road towards 
‘brains in the thirteen hundred and ninety-nine million hu- 
man heads could once be irradiated with the idea that the 
drop curtain they are at this vivid instant fixing their gaze 
upon is not by any manner of means the whole play ; that 
if they will take front seats, stop shucking peanuts, and 
pay particular attention, a little bell will tinkle, up will go 
the curtain, a scene will appear, then another scene, and 
scenes will change into other scenes, acts will be played, 
and the whole drama wound up. If this conception of 
scenic, panoramic, evolutionary movement could once get 
into the thirteen hundred and odd million human heads, 
the cosmos would at once hav a new interest to them, the 
universe would hav a reason for being, and life would be 
worth living. 

Now, what is true of the whole is true of the parts. Gov- 
ernments, institutions, codes of laws, constitutions, all are 
sapped, mined, and inter-penetrated with this principle of 
movement—this necessity for change. One would suppose, 
for instance, that by this time the male human being would 
giv up the contest for institutions that endow him with 
untenable power and confer upon him a questionable supe- 
riority over the female human being—institutions that never 
hav been stable; that hav changed and again changed, and 
that now, more than ever, are" crumbling beneath his feet. 
We hav arrived at a stage in this phantasmagoria of move- 
ment when everything is questioned, No principle in sci- 
ence, no tenet in religion, no policy in politics, no tenure of 
property, but is called up for review and must receive sen- 
tence of approval, of modification, or of abolition. Is the 
civilized or Christian system of marriage the one and only 
lucky institution in the universe that was established perfect 
at first, that has stood the shock of ages, and come out in 
the nineteenth century safe from all change and perfect in 
form, while every other institution, under the knock-down 
arguments of time, of experience, and reason, hav been bat- 
tered out of all shape? To him who hath eyes, who hath 
ears and clear senses, and who reads history with them all 
open, that system which relates the sexes, under whatever 
name it is, has been known, has been as variable, as incon- 
stant, a8 obedient to evolution, as any other institution. 
Even the one principle which now universally characterizes 
marriage, the subjection of woman to man, amounting prac- 
tically to ownership, has had its victories and its defeats. 
There hav been times and places where women were in 
power and had the administration of affairs, but these were 
ihe accidents of development, occurring long ago, and lim. 
ited to a few favored spots and spaces. But this freedom 
of.woman could not long be maintained. It is now univer- 
sally subordinated to that of man, and reduced to that small 
amount which universal manhood chooses to concede. 

But now the “ Torch of Science " is blazing with uncom- 
mon brightness in all lands and onall institutions; and some 
radiances from it are penetrating the system of Christian or 
civilized marriage. The Torch of Science is about to be 
turned full blaze upon this institution, and it will hav to 
abide the consequences of the scrutiny like any other insti- 
tution. The relations of the sexes are as legitimate a sub- 
ject of philosophic study, of logical adjustment, of applied 


science, as are the relations of property, of politics, or of 
industry ; and the right of such investigation will be 
asserted and enforced against all opposition. The Torch- 
bearers may indeed be, and probably will be, reviled as 
obscenists, denounced as disturbers of families, ridiculed as 
Freelovers ; but the Torch will shine on all the same, inves- 
tigation will proceed, and the social adjustments which sci- 
ence demands will be submitted to and allowed to hav full 
effect. While these changes are going on, while many souls 
will be freed from nightmare and bodies from torture, some 
distresses, or perhaps even some tragedies may result to 
others. All transitions are painful, and some weak crea- 
tures, not adapted to survive, may get in the throat of the 
crisis and be crushed by the presaure. 

But, good heavens! what are the few such cases to the 
thousands on thousands who die daily deaths, unheralded 
and unknown, from the merciless crushing of- the present 
social machinery! With what face can Sara Underwood 
talk about '' beastly passions" in a tirade against Freelovers 
and in favorof marriage when she knows that it takes thou- 
sands on thousands of harlots to supplement, re-enforce, and 
counterpart her lauded system of marriage. She ought to 
know, and probably does know, that these hordes of com- 
mercial women are supported mainly. by husbands and 
fathers, and wholly by Christians and confessors of sins. 
When marriage disappears as an institution, harlotry will 
disappear with it. No Liberal, no Radical, not one of the 
Class she chooses to stigmatize as Freelovers, contribute to 
the support of this twin relic of marriage; not one would 
aid its maintenance any more than he would contribute to 
the support of the Christian church, and probably not so 
much, because many a Liberal, in his easy good nature, to 
keep peace in the family, secure custom in business, and be 
deemed a good citizen in the community, does contribute to 
the support of a church which he despises. : 

Sara adduces two cases of what she deems suffering which 
she attributes to Freelove. But, O most dear Sara, was 
there never any suffering, any tragedy, any crime under the 
cloak and cover of marriage? Here in a New York court 
last year eight women flled before the Judge one after 
another, all of them having been married to one and the 
same man before he got found out and arrested—and this 
convenient and repetitive extension of our marriage laws is 
a perfectly easy pattern to be followed, and is extensively 
practiced in our widely extended country and overgrown 
cities, and women hav no protection against it. 

Then the cruelties and abuses in marriage are notorious, 
as Mrs. Stanton describes them to be, whether Sara knows 
of them or not. Take the Torch of Science and go to our 
anatomical museums, or even-to tne private office of any 
physician of large practice, and bring the light to bear on 
the bottled, labeled, and well-preserved, specimens of uterine 
tumors, cancers, displacements, and monstrous growths of 
many kinds, and then say, if you can, that there ‘ig no suffer- 
ing, no beastiality in marriage; that all is sacred and 
divine and lovely in marriage. Do you suppose, dear Sara, 
in an age of freedom, an age of independence for woman, 
that one single one of your branch of the race will remain 
with any man on any tumor terms ? Would not she termi- 
nate such a relation, and be upheld by public opinion in 
terminating it, long before the cancer period could arrive ? 

Another phase of this marriage system—a reflex one— 
should be spoken of, when charges of suffering and cruelty 
are bandied about. Not a poor girl in all this land, who 
trusts, with all the faith of inexperience, the promises of 
her lover, will be sustained by Christian or civilized public 
opinion if he deserts her—and opium, charcoal, or the dark 
river remorselessly closes her career. These are Christian 
penalties, decreed by a civilization molded by Christian 
teachings. 

But, as a Liberal, I am happy to say that, thanks to the 
aforesaid Torch of Science, these teachings are losing their 
hold on the people and the subjects of them are breaking 
away. There are a few parents who will not turn their 
daughters out of doors, and the number of the humane is 
increasing. There are a few high souls who will not desert, 
on the contrary will rally around, any so-called ‘‘ unfortu. 
nate,” enable her to preserve her self-respect, and, above all 
things, reprieve her from death. 

The kind-hearted Oliver Goldsmith, a century ago, put 
the social decree into the following mournful numbers: 

' — " When lovely woman stoops to folly 

And finds too late that men betray, 


What charm can soothe her melancholy? 
What art can wash her guilt away ? 


The only art her guilt to cover, 

To hide her shame from every eye, 
To giv repentance to her lover 

And wring his bosom, is—to die.” 

That cruel decree remaius, with lessening rigor, in force 
to this day; but now or soon the following will be the bet- 
ter rendering of the spirit of the age : 

When woman loves ’tis no more folly, 
Men nobler grown no more betray, 

The mateless maid is melancholy, 
The guilt of love is washed away. 


There’s no more guilt for art to cover, 
No shame dwells now in any eye, 

Repentance wrings no bosom lover, 
The folly {s—to stoop, to die. 

But Liberals, Radicals, Freethinkers, and progressive 
souls of all stripes, will not be scared by any Christian bug- 
bear. Readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER especially hav 
been tried as by fire and will not go into hysterics. They 
believe in science, accept the truths of science in all realms 
of research, and will welcome any changes which the dis- 
coveries of science bring about in sny department of 
human affairs, Whatever changes may be found necessary 
in marriage will come, will gain favor, and become estab- 
lished on account of their reasonableness, on account of 
their accordance with human natyre, gn acgount of the 


greater happiness they confer upon the human race. The 
advocates of the promotion of woman to her rightful 
supremacy in the whole affectional department of human 
affairs are not moving to usher in chaos and hideous night, 
and they know that no results of a disagtrous nature will 
follow their efforts. ' T. C. LELAND. 
———— — 99 —— — —— . 
Liberal News Items, * 
LIBERALS of western New York and western Pennsyl. 
vania should remember that the Linesville Liberal League 
Paine celebration comes off Jan. 27th, 28th, and 29th. 


Mr. D. NErLsoN, of St, Thomas, Ont., Can., is making 
an effort to induce some of our Liberal publishers to issue 
a Freethought journal for children., I wish such a paper 
could be started with such a woman as Elmina Drake 
Slenker as editor. ; 


Mr. W. H. T. WAKEFIELD, the Secretary of the Kansas 
State Liberal League, writes, “The records of my office 
show that we hav about thirty Leagues fully organized in 
the state, and there is reason to believe that this number 
will be nearly doubled by next August. 


ALLow me to thank the following-named donors for their 
contributions made to assist me in my Liberal work since 
July, 1879: Annie Carter, $1; M. Reiman, $2; Paul Gariepy, 
$2.50; L. Spaulding, $1; J. H. Northrup, $1; Isaac Cor- 
bin, $1; James Bredyer, $1; S. S. Ball, $4; Dr. W. T. 
Wellborn, $2.50; W. Walker, $2. I will try to put to good 
use any further contributions that I may hereafter receive. 


Tux Liberal cause has recently lost a noble friend in the 
death of Mrs. Ann Ellsworth Hunt, of Indiana. I made 
her acquaintance at the Watkins Convention, and met her 
again at the Cincinnati Congress. Her well spent life will 
not die with her, but will remain to bless the world long 
after her departure. I never met a braver defender of truth 
as she understood it. 

Mns. Copy and Mrs. Smith, of St. Louis, hav been hold- 
ing Liberal meetings in Buffalo and at other places in 
western New York. Mrs. Colby does the lecturing and 
Mrs. Smith the singing. Wherever they go they interest 
the people. Mrs. Colby is certainly a very able speaker, as 
all know who listened to her eloquent addresses at the Chau 
tauqua Convention. She proposes now, with her friend 
Mrs. Smith, to visit some of our Eastern cities. I hope our 
Eastern friends will giv them a generous welvome, 

Mr. Frang D. SurrH, our representative committee man 
from Idaho, writes: ** I hav now before me the letter of 
Hon. Thomas C. Galloway, of Washington county, accept- 
ing the appointment of our Territorial Committee. He ig 
an excellent gentleman, and is now a member elect of our 
Legislature. He says he cannot do much for a short time, 
but will ‘go in’ when the spring opens. What we want 
here is a good lecturer like Jamieson. The people of east 
Oregon are with usin this respect, and will throw in their 
mite. Mr. Galloway says he will try and organize a League 
in Weiser City soon,” 

I am pleased to learn that the new Liberal League of Cin- 
cinnati is in a prosperous condition. It has now fifty mem- 
bers. It meets every Sunday at Odd Fellows Hall, corner 
of Fourth and Home streets. An able course of free lectures 
are being delivered before the League this winter. For the 
last six Sundays as follows: ‘‘ What is Freethought ?" by 
Thos. Winter ; ** The National Liberal League,” by Chas. J. 
Herbold ; ‘The Phantom Idea of a Future Existence,” by 
Thomas Winter ; ** Science vs. Superstition,” by G. G. Hub- 
bell, and “ The Religion of Nature,” by Dr. Felix 8. Oa- 
wald, A. M. Sunday, Jan. 11th, John J. Clegg lectured 
on ‘The Mission of Freethought,” and on Jan. 18th 
Charles J. Herbold speaks on ** Moral Cowardice.” 


Tux Liberal League State Committee for Ohio for the 
present year is constituted as follows: Charles J. Herbold 
of Cincinnati, Chairman ; Dr. Charles E. Beardsley, Otta- 
wa; Thomas Sharp, Salem ; John J. Clegg, Cincinnati ; 
Dr. Felix 8. Oswald, A. M., Cincinnati. Bro. Herbold is 
doing all it is possible for sny one to do for the Liberal 
League movement in Ohio, but he justly complains that the 
Liberals of the state do not come to his aid, From a letter 
I received from E. C. Walker I learn he complains of the 
same thing. Liberals do not even answer letters written to 
them. This is not as it should be. Liberals everywhere, if 
you do not feel able to contribute a little money,to aid your 
representative, you can write him a word of encouragement. 
The fact is, Liberals hav never learned to work for the 
cause. There may be some persohs who call themselves 
Liberals, who left the church, as I heard a distinguished 
Liberal speaker say once, because they were too d——d 
tight to pay pew rent. Fifty cents from each Liberal of a 
state would enable its committee man to accomplish a great 
work. There are few but could afford to pay that sum if 
disposed 80 to do. H. L. GREEN. 


gi REI EE 
Paine's Birthday 

Will be celebrated by {the Linesvile (Pa.) Liberal League 
with a three-days’ meeting devoted to eloquent speeches, 
goo1 music, tripping the light fantastic, and eating. January 
27th, 28th, and 29th are the days set apart for this purpose. 
Lyman C. Howe, J. W. Van Namee, Mrs. Colby, W. W. 
Walker, H. L. Green, O. P, Kellogg, and other able speak- 
ers will attend. "The League extends a cordial invivation to 
all to be present, and Christian clergymen are specially 
asked to come and hear some truths about their great antag- 
onist. Two sessions of the meeting will be held each day. 
Thursday evening, the 29th, will close with a grand ball in 
Opera Hall and a supper served in League Hall The 
Linesville full orchestra will furnish the inspiration for the 
disciples of Terpsichore. The dance and supper will cost 
those enjoying both $1.50. Tie supper alone is 25 cents. 
Tickets can be bought prior to the occasion at Rankin & 
Fennet’s drug-store, i : 
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Discussion. 


Debate between Prof. W. F. Jamieson and Rev. 
Jacob Ditzler, D.D.—Continued. 


Propositrion.—‘‘ The Christian religion and the Bible 
tend to immo¥ality and the injury of society.” 


MR. JAMIESON’S SPEECH.—CONTINUED. 


William Howitt, of England, in his work entitled 
* Colonization and Christianity," writing of Europe, 


makes this strong statement : 


“The barbarities and desperate outrages of the 
so-called Christian race, throughout every region of 
tle world and upon every people that they have 
been able to subdue, are not paralleled by those of | 


atiy other race, however fierce, however untaught, 


and however reckless of mercy and of shame, in: 


any age of the earth.” 


Hon. James M. Peebles, a gentleman of extensive 


research, and a distinguished traveler, bears similar 
testimony: 


* Are professing Christians in this century really 
any better—any more charitable and Christlike— 


than those denominated Infidels and ultra-rational- 
ists? Nearly two thousand years of trial and 
demonstration have justly written down Christianity 
a most stupendous failure! The fruits, the. influ- 
ences, justify such judgment. Its highways, ablaze 
with war-banners, are paved with human skulls ; 
and its history, shocking to refined natures, can 
only be written in tears and blood. The candid in 
every walk of life must admit that, since the famous 
Constantinian Council, its undertones have been the 
groans and pleading cries of the persecuted and the 
imprisoned, the beheaded and the burned at martyrs’ 
stakes” (Jesus : Myth, Man, or God). 

On page 85 of the same book he says : : 

“Carefully tracing the career of the Christian 
church under the patronage of Christian sovereigns, 
one is GOmpelfed to consider Christianity synony- 
mous almost with persecution and fiendishness. 
Does an apologist say this was not Christianity ? 
The groundless assertion is denied. It was, it is, 
Christianity ; and what is more, it is in perfect 
keeping with the genius of the system as interpreted 
by councils, synods, and the masses of its devotees. 
If the fruits are disliked, disown, deny the tree, the 
name even of: the tree that bore and bears them. 
This theological superstructure—Judaized Chris- 
tianity—with its total depravity and vicarious atone- 
ment, with its angry God and threatened retaliating 
damnation of numberless millions, naturally and 
legitimately promotes just such individual and 
natural wickedness as we have been contemplating.” 

We need not be astonished at any of the many 
crimes committed by, Christians. Their religion 
licenses them to commit all sorts of crimes. I admit 
that there are many noble-minded Christian men and 
women, who love the truth and think they have it. 
: They are excellent citizens because they are more 
influenced by their human nature than their religion. 

Huxley says : “ Extinguished theologians lie about 
the cradle of every science as the strangled snakes 
beside that of Hercules; and history records that 
whenever science aud orthodoxy have been fairly 
opposed, the latter has been forced to retire from the 
list." 

That is the way Christians defeat their foes. The 
plain, matter-of-fact history of science itself proves 
these words of the great Huxley to be literally true. 
This being a fact, what becomes of the boasting of 
my reverend friend, in his first speech, that Chris- 
tianity won victories? Huxley continues : 

“Bleeding and crushed, if not annihilated ; 
scotched, if not slain. But orthodoxy is the Bour- 
bon of the world of thought. It learns not; neither 
can it forget ; and though at present bewildered and 
afraid to move, it is as willing as ever to insist that 
the first chapter of Genesis contains the beginning 
and end of sound science, and to visit, with such 
petty thunderbolts as its half-paralyzed hands can 
hurl, those who refuse to degrade nature to the level 
of primitive Judaism." 

It sounds almost as if he had my friend in view. 
As nearly all scientists hold such sentiments as these 
in regard to Christianity, they are classed by Mr. 
Ditzler as being on my side—Infidels ; and of course 
this has made the battle easy for me. He has given 
the brains-of the world to the Infidel side. True he 
strove to modify the position, when he saw where it 
landed him, by assuming that Christians are friendly 
to science. So far as science may seem to agree 
with theology, that may be true, because science is 
becoming everywhere more popular with the people, 
and Christianity is losing its hold. 

I now call attention to another fact, and that is 
the doctrine of the right of private judgment is 
Infidelity ; it is not Christianity. The Christianity 
of Protestantism has been stolen from the mother 
church, while the Infidelity is the real Protestantism 
after all. Protestantism is a mixture of Roman 
Catholicism and modern Infidelity. Extract the 
Infidelity, and there is but Catholicism left. My 
friend himself recognized this fact when he denomi- 
pated as Infidels such minds as Parker, Draper, and 


others, who were deemed by him too Liberal to be 
Christian. 

Edgar Guinet, a great herald of Protestantism, 
styles the Protestant sects “the thousand gates 
open to get out of Christianity.” In a little work 
entitled “Plain Talk about the Protestantism of 
To-day,” by Segur, it is declared that ** the Protest- 
ant rejects, on the claim of private judgment, a part 
of the Christian truths which the church teaches to 
the world by the authority of Christ. The Infidel, 
in the name of the same freedom, goes farther and 
rejects all Christian truths.” ‘It is the same prin- 

{ciple with both. It is the individual reason which 
takes the place of faith ; that is, of the submission 
of the spirit to divine authority. The Protestant, 
whether he believes it or not, is an Infidel in germ, 
and the Infidel is a Protestant in full bloom.” 

And that is strictly true. My opponent was 
anxious to make it appear that Infidels organized 
the Catholic church. When I proved the absurdity 
of that statement so clearly that even my friend 
saw it, he qualifies it by saying he meant that Infi- 
dels made it possible for the Catholic church to be 
organized. That, too, was his mere assertion with- 
out the least offer of proof. Let us see, now, how 
Catholics view the matter of authorship. 

“Now, I say it again, and all Protestants must 
needs say it with me, this private judgment is Prot- 
estantism in its essential principle. Then Luther, 
the father of private judgment and of Protestantism, 
is the father of all Infidelity—the father of all anti- 
Christian negation.” 

Martin Luther admitted that Christianity was bor- 
rowed from the Catholic church. In his dispute 
with Zwinglius, who objected to the dogma of the 
real presence as a remnant of popery, Luther said: 
“ Well, then, reject also the holy Bible, because it is 
from the pope we received it. We are forced to 
acknowledge, Protestants as we are, that in popery 
there are truths of salvation, yes, all the truths of 
salvation, and that we receive them from popery ; 
for it is in popery that we find the true Holy Scrip- 
tures, true baptism, the true sacrament of the altar, 
the true keys which ‘pardon sin, true preaching, true 
catechism, the true articles of faith, and moreover, I 
say, that in popery true Christianity is to be found.” 
(See the Protestant edition of Luther's Works, pub- 
lished in Jena, pp. 408-9.) 

For every statement made on my side of these 
questions l hav given you proof. I did not ask you 
to take my pse dixit. 

Nore.—The local paper in which the debate of eight ses- 
sions was published refused to print the ninth night's speech- 
es. The Christians began the work of publication, and we 
give their side faithfully, just as they reported it, excepting 
typographical errore. As the debate now stands, both dis- 
putants have about the same amount of space. Mr. Jamie- 
son, however, has written to both Rev. Dr. Ditzler and 
moderator, Rev. M. Greene, offering to print Mr. Ditzler’s 
last two speeches in full. If they are not received it will 
not be Mr. Jamieson’s fault, as he has done all he can to 
accord to his opponent an equal chance and perfect fairness. 
If the reverend gentleman will avail himself of Mr. Jamie- 
son’s courteous offer his addresses will appear. But if Mr, 
Ditzler has notbing further to offer, it is, of course, his priv. 
ilege to leave the debating track, instead of running the 
course set before him, and the debate, which was listened to 
by hundreds of interested auditors for nine sessions, two 
hours each, will close with Mr. Jamieson’s eighteenth 


address. —PUBLISHER. 
— ep 


[from the National Greenbacker.} 
Shall We Bow to the Church? 


There is not a sin in the catalogue of crime of which the 
church has not been guilty, not òne. Run your eye up and 
down the black record of the past, and then turn your atten- 
tion to the work of the church as seen to day. For a thou- 
sand years she has been the great robber of the world. She 
bankrupted the nations of the Old World, impoverished 
individuals, and held the mighty arm of power round the 
financia] throat of every state of the old continent. She 
has been the crestor and nurser of the greatest cruelties 
invented by human malice, which belonged to the dark 
ages, when torture shook the world as never before. She 
robbed parents to build jails in which to incarcerate men 
and women who could not believe, perchance, in some 
absurd dogma Or proposition originated by some fanatical, 
religious Jesuit. 

Not only does the church stand forth as a highway robber 


| upon this earth, but as the representative of the most dia: 


bolical murders committed or known in the ages. She has 
put to death men and women of different belief until her 
servants hav fainted under the task of beheading helpless 
ones in chains. 

And yet not an indietment has ever been drawn against 
this church power in the great orthodox religions that 
could hold, The pious and saintly religious judges hav 
always excused her because she perpetrated her erro- 
-neous ideas and hideous murders in the name of religion. 
This is wrong. We protest, in the name of humanity, 
against these outrages and unpunished evils. An evil is 
none the less an evil because it is perpetrated in the name 
o...ion, Nay, it is a greater evil ; it deserves merciless 
Censure and severe punishment. If any citizen of the 
United States should do one hundredth part of what the 
old church religions hav done every day for centuries past, 
he would be hanged by the neck until dead; and unsung 
&nd unwept he wonld pass into eternity ; his grave would 
be unmarked. 


And now we are asked to bow and worship this holy 


to deny facts. 


interest of your paper and our literature. 
county-seat, is a lively town of fifteen to sixteen thousand. 


had no time to lay off streets. 


fraud who has taught through ber example every evil 


known to man. Calvin was a murderer, he took the life 
of Servetus. Not that Servetus had committed any crime ; 
not that he had been guilty of any wrong ; but he could not 
conscientiously believe as Calvin did. When dying he re- 
gretted he could not believe as Calvin did, but rather than 
to say he did he perished in the flames. Should we do as 
Calvin did we would behung for murder, yet we praise him 
because he took a human life in the name of religion. 

It is not on record where the church ever punished men 
and women for not doing right. Thousands and millions 
ofher slaughtered victims, whose bones bleach in the 
valleys of Europe, whose blood once made red the rivers of 
the Old World, whose moans and groans once made unbear- 
able the cities and states of the old continent, were men and 
women not charged with living impure and immoral lives, 
but men and women who could not believe, and would not 
say they did, all the dogmas and doctrines of the church.. 
Let every man who wishes to enjoy religious liberty in this 
land, the freest land beneath the sun, for the sake of hu- 
manity, for the sake of free thought and free speech, for 
the sake of encouraging the growth of the mind, let every 
man bow to nothing but his sincere conviction of right wor- 
ship, and to no other being than that mighty ruling influence 
that allows him to be true to his views. And furthermore. 
let him praise and love all others for so doing. Then there 
will be no persecution. Difference of opinioà there will be, 
but that difference will be‘cloaked in charity, and ` 


“ The greatest of these is charity.” 
——— e 
Progress of Freethought in Berks and Schuyl- 
kill Counties, Pennsylvania. 


EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Sir; Thinking that a few words 
from this part ot the moral vineyard might not be uninter- 
esting to your readers, I desire to say a few words about it. 
A year ago Reading was possessed of a few Liberals, many 
of them Spiritualists, a few Materialists, and a large number 
who did not care enough about the matter to formulate a 
belief, but none of them taking any stock in brimstone or 
the love of God, which is past finding out. The preachers 
had things pretty much -their own way. There were but 
few who took Tur TRUTH SEEKER. I knew of but one 
regular subscriber; since that time it has been taken by 
twenty or thirty, and four times that number read it; as a 
consequence the people became interested and desirous of 
knowing these new truths. Occasionally a copy fell into 
the hands of a divine. One of these men, forgetting that 
his religion was not built up and strengthened by contro- 
versy, flew to the daily paper, and began telling what a bad 
paper he had discovered, with many and various remarks 
about the bad people who would dare to print and send out 
such a paper. The Consequence is that under the benign 


influence of his holy aspersions and truthful misrepresenta- 


tions people are inquiring more and more for the truth. 


Articles have been let into the daily in answer to him, and 


the people can see the manifest honesty of the latter, and it - 


requires no intellectual telescope to see the hatred, envy, 


malice, and cowardice of the former, "Things will be fair 


in Reading if the editors will only continue to giv space to 
both parties to giv Christianity an airing, 


I owe the Liberal public, and Bro, Green especially, an 


apology for promising a League for Reading so hastily, and 
then not fulfilling my promise. For a time last summer 
everything was propitious. 


I had the promise of support 
from our leading Liberals. I secured the requisite number 
of names, Called the meeting, which was not well attended. 
Some of our best and most influential men were afraid to 


enter the work in go public a manner for fear of their busi- 


ness. The old dragon has us in its clutches, 


It is useless 
The people—few of them—are not afraid of 
any hell hereafter, but they are fearfully afraid of the hell 


they can raise here and now. 


Thus the matter stands. I hav, however, great hope for 
Reading yet, and doubt not ere long we will see a good, 
strong League here. The church is strong here, but is 


gradually losing her hold. I fall back upon Tae TRUTH 


SEEKER and Liberal books. 
work in time. 

A short time ago I went into Schuylkill county in the 
Pottsville, the 


They will accomplish the 


It is not encircled by but chucked in among the hills, and 
looks as though it had been built in such a hurry that they 
The beauty of the surround- 
ing hills and the open-heartedness and generosity of the 
people makes one soon forget any little irregularity of the 
streets. One has but a short distance to go from the center 
of the town to find himself face to face with nature in her 
wildest and radest forms. As I stood upon the top of Sharp 
Mountain, overlooking the town, drinking inspiration at 
every breath, viewing the towering hights all around, far 
and near, I could but stand and contemplate the mighty 
force that had thus piled them in their huge magniflcence ; 
then I cast my eye down upon the habitations of man far 
below, and thought, ‘‘ How puny are his efforts in compari- 
son to these piles around me?!” ‘‘ Yet," thought I, ** has he not 
dug to the center of these hills and compelled them to yield 
their treasures ? Has he not leveled his roads over them ? 
Has he not bored through these and made his roads, through 
which he speeds on wings of steam?” “Yea, verily, man is 
monarch. : 


Many of the people are in perfect sympathy with the 


freedom of these hills, and are Liberal to the core. I met 
many solid Freethinkera. 
Mr. Ingersoll’s work here was not without its effect. The 


Liberal element, although not organized, is wide awake and 
earnest. Here, as elsewhere, the Gorgon (the church) freezes 
to stone many who would otherwise be actiye in the spread 
of Jight and truth, wo 
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I had the pleasure of attending a county teachers’ insti- 
tute, where I made many pleasant acquaintances, and found 
Liberals, both ladies and gentlemen, among them. I take it 
as quite an indication that the people aré throwing off the 
strait-jacket of the priest when almost the entire institute, 
and many of them Christians, attended a real live comic 
opera. There was some growling the next day by some of 
the goody-goody ones, but I took it for granted that they 
were there. Altogether I hav seldom visited a town in 
which I was better pleased with the prospect of Liberal 
ideas. I left a good many books, and took some orders for 
Taz TRUTH SEEKER, with a good prospect of many more 
to follow, I then went over the hills about three miles to 
St. Clair, a little village, aud was greeted similarly. HereI 
found a society calling themselves the Common. Sense 
Society. They area small band, but are in earnest. All 
this is evidence to me that the work goes smoothly, irresisti- 
bly forward, and although there is much to do, we hav no 
reason to be discouraged. I shell report progress in the 
future, as I think it may be interesting, f 

Reading, Pa., Jan. 5, 1880. L. E. Hocarws. 


er 
The Signs of the Times. 


To. THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SREKER, Sir: We are 
not an alarmist, but in taking even a casual survey of the 
political and religious horoscopes we see serious trouble 
in the near future. The haud-writing on the wall is too 
plain to be mistaken. The waves of greed, bigotry, and 
superstition are rolling higher and higher and becoming 
more and more defiant. The atmosphere is full of inhar- 
mony, dissatisfaction, and unrest, 

That there is a moneyed oligarchy, secretly but surely and 
rapidly, growing up in our very midst no sane, thinking, 
reasoning person can well deny. The money power and its 
ally, the church power, are steadily encroaching upon 
our rights with the one object in view, namely, that of 
wresting from the masses both civil and religious liberty. 
We expect soon to see the money power of this country 
in hostile array against the laboring class. Let us look the 
facts square in the face. Let them be written in the blue 
azure sky in letters of fire, as it were, that we may be no 
longer deceived. It is a lamentable and undeniable fact 
that the money power has succeeded in the last few years 
in getting every measure through Congress that it has 

' desired, thereby giving us class legislation with the direct 
tendency to make the rich richer and the poor poorer. 
When the government had issued sixty millions of green- 
backs, which were, by an act of Congress in 1862, made a 
full legal tender for all debts, public and private, did not 
the money power compel the government to cease issuing 
legal tender as it would spoil their stock in trade? When 
the ‘“‘Old,Commoner” Thaddeus Stevens, offered a bill 
authorizing the government to issue five hundred millions 
legal tender, did not the money power compel Congress to 

` ingert the word ‘‘except,” at which moment the greenback 
became crippled, shorn of ,its power, thereby unfitting it 
for doing what gold would do, hence unequal with it ? 

After the bond ‘system had beeu fully inaugurated, and 
bonds purchased with a depreciated paper currency (made 
80 by the money changers), did not this same power compel 
Congress to pass the so-called public strengthening act of 
1869, thus violating the original contract and making the 
bonds payable in gold and silver only ? When silver was 
being rapidly mined, and some danger of becoming plenty 
and cheap, did not the money power drive the act of 
demonetizing silver through Congress, and that too at a late 
hour and without a.single reading ? There, in the stillness 
of night, was the dollar of the daddies stricken down, and so 
secretly too that some of our leading statesmen, and the 
press of the country, did not know it for weeks afterward, 
and done simply to make the bonds payable in gold and 
silver only. Did not the money power dog Secretary Chase 
day and night until he succumbed to their demands and 
gave his consent to the national banking system ? Did not 
the money power clamor for specie resumption and compel 
Congress to pass &n act forcing resumption at a given time, 
which was unnatural, hence must be productive of un. 
healthy results? Did not Hayes and Sherman recently 
request Congress to retire the greenbacks on the ground 
that they were unconstitutional ? Is this not an index finger 
pointing to the perpetuity of this wholesale swindling 
banking system whereby a class is enabled to liv in idle- 
ness, dwelling in palaces, dressing in purple and fine linen, 
and faring sumptuously every day upon the sweat and toil 
of the laboring wealth-producing class ? 

We quote now from the New York Tribune. Listen! 
Hear it ! 

The time ia near when they (the banks) will feel them- 
selves compelled to act strongly. Meanwhile a very good 
thing has been done. The machinery is now furnished by 
which ia any emergency the financial corporations of the 


East can act together at a single day's notice with such 
power that an act of Congress can overcome or resist their 


decision. 

Think of this, coming from an able®representative of the 
money power. The machinery is so arranged that the 
banks can act together and override the Constitution, defy 
Congress, and control the government. Is there no danger? 
With all this evi.ence, and much more that might be ad- 
duced to prove ‘het the money power has controlled and 
run this government the last eighteen years, what hav we 
left to hope for. Knowing that the law-making power is 


mostly made up of unscrupulous, tricky, selfish, soulless , 


ho will get down on their bellies to 
the money power and do their dirty, filthy work for filthy 
lucre, I ask again, what hope hav we? Think you, gentle 
reader, that the future is all calm, serene, and sweet? Are 
there no breakers but a small way ahead? The money 
power has steadily beeu encroaching on the rights, privi- 


political demagogues, W 


leges, and liberties of the laboring class. Will it not con- 
tinue its diabolical work until we are ground into powder? 
We hav quietly submitted heretofore; are we to quietly sub- 
mit ever after? 

We will pause and stick a pin here and take up the other 
branch of our subject, and answer the above question at the 
close of our article. It is true that the money power and 
the church power go hand in hand. Most all clergymen 
rank with the rich and well-born, and are carried about on 
a chip by the aristocrats in every community. As the 
money power has been steadily encroaching upon the 
rights and liberties of the laboring class, so has the church 
power been doing likewise. The founders of this republic 
set church and state as far apart as the poles, but as soon 
88 they died off then began the nefarious work of bringing 
State and church together, slowly and secretly at first, but 
more bold and defiant of late. It was the gold-basis money- 
power Congress that passed the obscenity law by which our 
honest, noble, patriotic, bold hero, D. M. Bennett, is lan- 
guishing in prison. The clergy got that law through Con- 
gress for the sole benefit of the church. It was but a few 
years since the constitutional amendment to recognize the 
Christian God lacked but two votes of passing the Senate. 
Fifty years ago that resolution would hav been received 
with scorn and hisses; of late it came near passing. Fifty 
years ago the obscenity law would hav been received in the 
same way; now it is a law overriding the Constitution, 
depriving us of the freedom of the press and the mails, giv- 
ing saintly, hypocritical, bigoted judges the power to 
imprison their superiors without a cause. The church 
power is not satisfied with what has been done, but is 
becoming more and more intolerant and unjust in its 
demands. It is now taking steps for the more strict obsery- 
ance of the Sabbath. There was recen!ly a large religious 
gathering at Mansfield, O., at which time Rev. Peterman, 
of Philadelphia, preached a sermon upon the legal necessity 
of the Christian amendment to the Constitution. A quarter 
of a century ago these things were scarcely thought of. 
Thus we see that the money power and the church power 
hav been steadily pushing their claims further, and still 
further, until the laboring class is at the mercy of capital, 
until the unbelieving Infidel is at the mercy of Christian 
judges, with the liberty of the press and mails abridged, 
and that too in violation of the Constitution. 

Dear readers, this has been done, and yet we, with mar- 
velous good nature, hav borne it all. The question to be 
decided, and soon too, is how much more will the laboring 
people endure at the hands of the money power? How 
much more will the Infidel endure at the hands of the 
church? We expect the coming crisis to start between 
capital and labor, and as the money power is backed by the 
church it will finally settle down upon the religious issue. 

Shall we hav religious freedom or shall we bow in humble 
submission to the dictum of the church, is the question for 
Liberals to decide in this country ere long. We frequently 
hear Liberals say that ‘‘there is no danger, there is too 
much intelligence in this country.” Wonderful, prodigious! 
What intelligence! Only last Sunday a minister of this 
town said the star of Bethlehem was a real star sent to point 
out the spot where one-third of God and his son Jesus lay 
—about as reasonable as to take one of California’s largest 
cedars to pick a speck out of a person’s eye. But then, his 
hearers took it down. Talk of intelligence when people 
think that Jesus died that they might liv! Talk of intelli- 
gence when acres of people in this country think they 
eata part of Christ's body and drink his blood at each 
sacrament! What a voluminous body he must hav had! and 
he must hav been a blooded chap! Talk of intelligence 
when there are millions who shoot off their prayers to a 
myth, expecting them to be answered, and that they are 
going to enjoy lots of nice things, etc. This quality of 
intelligence never fought for religious freedom, but would 
fight to establish an inquisition for the benefit of Iofidels. 

Excuse the digression, and we will return to our subject. 
Liberals, relying so much on the intelligence of the people is 
wherein the danger lies. We are napping while the enemies 
of liberty are vigilant and active. It was supposed there 
was too much intelligence to hav plunged this country intoa 
civil war in 1861. The slave power would not giv up its pet 
institution until compelled to. Blood and treasure had to be 
sacrificed, and thus it will be again. The money power wil] 
not release its grasp without great sacrifice. The church 
will not surrender its power and see their pet Jehovah de- 
throned without revolution. The money power is crying 
for a strong government—a centralization of power. The 
church power is crying in thunder tones for God in the Con- 
stitution, and thus unite church and state. It seems to the 
writer idlefto suppose that the wrongs we now endure will- 
be righted and still greater wrongs prevented without a revo- 
lution of blood and carnage. Revolutiens are wonderful 
educators, and it seems they must needs to bring about a 
higher and nobler condition. Matters both politically and 
religiously are coming to a focus with Aladdin-like rapidity, 


1 The crisis we see near at hand, and we regret it that Liberals 


do not arouse from their lethargy and don the garb of ener- 
getic action. There should be Liberal Leagues in every 
town in the country. There should be a Liberal party 
formed at once. We should try to see which Congressional 
district can first send a member to Congress who would hav 
sufficient moral courage to ask the repeal of the obscenity 
law, and the withdrawal of chaplains from Congress and the 
army and navy, etc. We should do all in our power to Lib- 
'eralize the people, so that when the struggle comes it wil] 
! be short and decisive, When we look about us and see the 
| condition of things—see poor humanity groveling in the 
! mire of ignorance and superstition. When we see so much 
'to do towards the bettering of humanity, our soul sickens 
Í within us. When we see such men as Underwood, Tuttle, 


; Peebles, Abbot & Qo, stand npoy their dignity and purity, 


and would fain stab D. M. Bennett in the back while he is 
bound hand and foot, our soul revolts at the thought of 
these men claiming to be Liberals, and yet would fain heap 
insult and injury upon the devoted head of one of the 
world's noblest, purest, boldest, most honest and able cham- 
pions of human freedom. Thomas Paine gave birth to the 
principles of religious liberty, but Columbia's land never 
produced a more able defender than D. M. Bennett, who 
acknowledges he wrote some foolish letters, said he was 
sorry, and promised to do better. What more could he dot 
What else would these pious gentlemen hav him do? Oh, 
what purity! the snow upon Mount Hood is nowhere beside 
it! What innocence! lambs, doves, and humming-birds 
bear no comparison with them! When they think of 
*' Cupid's Yokes'" obscenity, or see a piece of calico, no 
doubt but they are sorry they were born men, preferring 
rather to be hermaphrodites. We regret that the Indes, 
R.-P. Journal, and Independent Age couldn't find a grander 
work to do than to descend into the cesspool of filth, rotten- 
ness, and stench, and thus cause an old stink which had 
been buried to re-stink again. Gentlemen, you rubbed out 
the wrong figure. You reckoned without your host, and if 
your olfactory nerves don’t smell that stink until you are 
heartily sick then we are no prophet. 

We would say to all live, earnest, fearless Liberals, There 
is a mighty work before us. Let us arise and shake off 
those weak-kneed, kid-gloved gents who hav suffered them- 
selves to become beslimed all over just to gratify their jeal- 
ousy end tickle the ears of orthodoxy that they may be 
called popular. Cast aside those clogs. The time has come 
for. earnest, bold, radical men and women to step to the 
front. The great battle of Armageddon is to be fought, 
The church of Rome has her eye on this country as the 
future home of the pope. When the mother church givs 
the signal her children (the Protestant churches) will fly to 
her and take refuge beneath her wings, and she, with her 
legions, will step to the front to put down Infidelity. Then 
the battte wili wax hot. Then will come a second time that 
will ‘* try men’s souls.” 

My fellow-Liberals, let us not falter. There is not any- 
thing so dear, 80 sweet, as that priceless jewel, human free- 
dom. Let us strike now, strike hard, and strike often, and 
though the mountains of bigotry, superstition, and tyranny 
may loom up towering to the clouds, let us scale their lofty 
peaks, turning neither to to the right nor left till the victory 
is won. Let us not cease our efforts until every person 
within our borders, without regard to race, rank, condition, 
or color, shall revel in the 8wcets of freedom. Let us not 
cease our labors until the shackles of the moneyed oligarchy 
and churchology shall be torn to fragments, and the Stars 
and Stripes, the emblem of American liberty, shall wave 
over a land of freedom. Let us not tire until we shall be 
able to transmit to posterity the noblest, richest, and sweet- 
est inheritance possible to enjoy, that of perfect and entire 
civil and religious liberty. Á. ALLEN Nor. 

Warren, O., Dec. 22, 1879. 


A Call. 


IOWA FRIENDS, ATTENTION! 


Are there any Liberals In the counties of Adair, Audubon, 
Buena Vista, Cherokee, Clay, Crawford, Davis, Decatur, 
Dickinson, Franklin, Grundy, Hardin, Harrison, Howard, 
Humboldt, Ida, Kossuth, Louisa, Marion, Mills, Monroe, 
O'Brien, Osceola, Palo Alto, Plymouth, Pocahontas, Powe- 
shiek, Ringgold, Sac, Shelby, Sioux, Taylor, Union, Van 
Buren, Winnebago, Woodbury, and Worth? I hav no 
names in any of these counties. I hav the addresses of 
Liberals in the following counties, but hav received no 
auswers to letters sent: Allamakee, Appanoose, Boone, Cal- 
houn, Carroll, Cerro Gordo, Floyd, Fremont, Greene, 
Guthrie, Hancock, Iowa, Jasper, Jefferson, Johnson, Jones, 
Lynn, Mahaska, Mitchell, Morrison, Montgomery, Musca- 
tine Page, Pottawattamie, Scott, Story, Wapello, Wash- 
ington, Wayne,: Winneshiek, and Wright. Let me hear 
from these counties, every one of them, and send for peti- 
tions for taxation of church property from every county in 
the state. No time to lose. E. C. WALKER, 

Chair. State Committee N, L. L. 

Florence, Iowa, Jan. 2, 1880. 
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Ler Us BE Ur ano Dorwa!—The rationalist is a pilgrim 
of the spirit ; his march is no holiday stroll, but a long ex- 
ploration into the wilderness of ignorance, error, supersti- 
tion, deceit, spiritual oppression. Society is full of preju- 
dices that must be effaced; of fears that must be expelled. 
There is opposition to be encountered with his utmost 
courage. There is a spirit of slander, misapprehension, and 
falsehood which he must face from day to day. He cannot 
ley by his weapons He cannot amuse himself. The 
responsibility of the new faith rests upon all who hold it. 
The harvest is abundant, but the laborers are few, and the 
few must do the work of many. The time has not come for 
any to slumber and sleep. The time has just come to be 
up and doing. Yes, for a long time to come we must com- 
port ourselves like men with their loins girded, their lamps 
burning, who wait for the coming of their Lord, the spirit 
of truth, that when he cometh they may be ready to go in 
with him to the marriaze.—0O. B. Frothingham. 


IT is a curious fact that a soft substance, as cork, blunts 
the tools used in cutting it far more rapidly than do the 
hardest and toughest of metals. A cork-cutter's knife re- 
quires sharpening every second, while a tool used in planing 
or boring steel will work for hours without sharpening. 


————— 4 9——————— 


Tax acorns of the cork tree are edible, and resemble in 
taste the chestnut. | 
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Sixth Letter from Albany. 


PENITENTIARY, Jan. 11, 1880. 


Mx Dzar FrRmwnps: Summer succeeded spring, autumn 
followed summer, winter replaced autumn, and mid-winter 
is already upon us, and I am stilla prisoner. I am still 
deprived of the sweets of liberty; I am still treated as a 
deep-dyed felon—an enemy to my country and to my fel- 
low-man, But as I am permitted to address you once more, 
I gladly avail myself of the opportunity As week follows 
week and month succeeds. month, the time passes slowly 
and drearily here. This is not a place of cheerfulness. 
Time does not flit so rapidly here as in the crowded metrop- 
olis, where duties and pleasures engage the attention of the 
masses, Or asin the smaller towns and villages over the 
land, where there is always a variety to occupy the time and 
thoughts; nor as in the thousands of country homes, from 
Maine to Oregon, where the unending cares and duties of 
both the husbandman and the faithful housewife fail not 
to interest and employ both mind and body from day to 
day and from month to month. There the free air of 
heaven fans their brows, and their feet are free to go where 
they please. Here freedom is unknown; everything is co- 
ercive and oppressive. Prison life has no attractions; but 
those can appreciate it best who hav felt its rigors and 
tasted its bitterness. I do not, however, wish to complain 
of my lot. My condition is not so bad as it might be. The 
officers of the prison hav shown me kindness, which I duly 
appreciate. But to an imprisoned man there is nothing 
that can take the place of liberty; nothing so longed for as 
freedom. This he thinks of and yearns for during his 
waking hours and fondly dreams of in his sleep. 


I hav not been feeling quite so well since my last writing 
as I could wish. A feeling of gloom and sadness has over- 
cast me oftener than wished for. The difficulties of the 
head, etc., of which I hav before spoken, hav been present 
more frequently than desirable; but, worse still, I hav been 
troubled with continued wakefulness. One hardly minds 
dull and tiresome days if he'can sleep well at night; but 
without refreshing sleep life soon becomes wearisome. I 
think it was Sancho Panza who said, ‘God bless the man 
who first invented sleep.” Poets hav truthfully styled it 
“Tired nature’s sweet restorer.” It is truly one of man’s 
best friends. But with me of late it has become almost one 
of the “lost arts." I hav been struck with the difference in 
my sleeping abilities since I hav been in prison. AY first I 
slept soundly and generally through most of the night; lat- 
terly it has not been so. Some nights I obtain an hour or 
two of sleep, and sometimes none at all. I fain would bow 
at the shrine of Somnus, the god of sleep, venerated by the 
ancient Greeks and Romans; but, like some others of the 
gods, he seems shy and distant and to care little for my 
oblations or requests. His visits are infrequent and brief. 
I am not sure whether this state of things depends upon a 
physical or mental derangement, but probably somewhat of 
each. 

It is not improbable that my experience for the past few 
months has contributed to this state of mind. I cannot 


help thinking I hav been treated unjustly and unkindly. | 


For insufficient cause I hav been torn from my home and 
all that is dear to me in life, and immured with felons. 
Nomiinally this has been done because I exercised the rights 
of an American citizen in using the mail, but really because 
I think and speak counter to the current system of theology 
and hav had the temerity to write and publish in accord 
with my convictions. It was my Christian enemies who 
did this, in the person of Anthony Comstock. The main 


SEEKER and its books and pamphlets. The plan was well 
laid, but did not work quite as expected. Tar TRUTH 
BEEKER stil lived, and its publications were sent to all 
parts of the country after I was put in prison. Something 
more must be done. Additional aids must be enlisted, and 
from the Liberal ranks envious men were found who were 
glad to co-operate in destroying the hated TRUTH SEEXER. 
While the Christian enemies held its editor in close confine- 
ment and in a helpless condition, certain Liberal (7) enemies 
poured in the hot shot of slander, cruel epithets, abuse, dis- 
tortion, and malignancy. 


Some damaging private letters, written two years ago and 
over, were furnished them, and these they seized upon with 
the voracity of vultures and the instincts of ghouls; and 
these, joined with sensational headings, defamation, distos- 
tion, malicious comments, and arrant falsehoods, were ex- 
tensively published from one end of the country to the 
other. Thousands of extra copies were printed apd mailed 


to friends 9nd foes, and names from a list stolen from my 


offiee were used for the purpose. Buch treatment, at best, 


and especially under the circumstances, was heartless, un- 
called for, cruel, and despicable. The letters, though dis- 
creditable to the writer, were strictly private and harmless. 
Nobody had been injured by them, and nobody was in any 
danger of being injured. Their object was not to ruin and 
destroy a brother. A deed is good or bad in proportion to 
the good or ill it Joes to others. If it harms no one it is not 
extremely bad. The malicious publishers of the letters had 
no business with them, and neither had the public. The 
only person at all wronged by them had condoned them, 
the writer had repented of his indiscretion, and the whole 
affair had almost passed into deserved forgetfulness, when 
these human hyenas buaied themselves in the way they did, 
and made their howlings heard across the continent. There 
was no necessity for such behavior; no interest demanded 
such unkind conduct, and no good cause was subserved by 
such villainy. They pretended that a love of purity and 
morality prompted them; but that was a lie as base as their 
other assertions. It was cold-blooded malice and the bit- 
terest hate that prompted them. More than all else, they 
wished to destroy THE TRUTH SEEKER and to disgrace its 
editor for the present and all future time. Only partial 
success has attended their efforts. The paper stilllivs and 
has more friends than ever; and if the vile traducers hav 
found that the weapon with which they expected to destroy 
a hated rival has, like the boomerang, recoiled upon them 
and injured them quite as much as the party assailed, it is 
but a matter of simple and retributive justice, 


Of course I cannot be insensible to the false and cruel 
things that hav been said about me. It is very unpleasant 
to be thus represented, especially by those one had a right to 
regard as friends. I am extremely regretful that I hav been 
at fault in the matter. Wherever I hav been lacking in the 
qualities of discretion and propriety, no one can be so sorry 
for it as myself ; but base motives hav been charged upon 
me which I never entertained. Those who hav been so loud 
in denouncing me, and hav said such harsh and cruel things 
about me, may be purer and holier than the average of their 
fellow-beings, but I hardly believe it. I am quite positive 
that some of them hav committed deeds that an honorable 
man would be ashamed to be guilty of, and would never 
perform ; but some seem to think that if they are only ready 
to condemn others, they will be thought spotless themselves. 
it may be a mark of Liberalism and of gentlemanly conduct 
to be hunting up the mistakes of a brother and blazoning 
them to the world, combined with gross misrepresentation, 
slander, and lies ; but I do not believe it, nor that the cause 
of Liberalism is benefited by such a course. The occupa- 
tion of plucking beams from our own eyes is probably far 
better than going insane over the motes of our neighbors’ 
eyes. Bogus morality, like bogus coin and bogus jewelry, 
will be found out in time, and estimated at ita real value. 
A malicious desire to injure another will not always pass for 
virtue and purity. 

An attempt has been made to make it appear that Col. 
R, G. Ingersoll had denounced me and withdrawn his 
friendship from me, but I think it hardly the case. In a 
friendly letter to my wife, dated December 29th, he said: 
‘ When you write your husband tell him, for me, that I hav 
not and will not join in thecry against him. Iam no Phari- 
see." From my heart I thank and bless that noble man. 
How much grander is he than those who play the part of 
self-righteous Pharisees and accusers ! 


Those men who hav done their utmost to ruin me and 
destroy my business had good reason to know that every 
dollar I hav in the world is invested in my publishing busi- 
ness, and that in destroying it a man and his family would 
be left penniless in his old age and without any means of 
support. They know I had toiled earnestly and honestly to 
build up that business. To use their talents to bring about 
such a result would seem to be quite as bad as writing a few 
indiscreet letters, and even cherishing a warm appreciation 
of the opposite sex. To purposely injure another in reputs- 
tion and property is a blacker crime than to be too loving or 
to sometimes write indiscreetly. i 

But as these Pharisees unite with my Christian foes in 
insisting that TuE TRUTH SEEKER is a very bad paper, and 
ought not to be patronized, possibly it may be so; but it is 
singular that the large number of people who read it every 
week should not also be able to discover it. 


One of the principal charges against the paper is that it 
givs the unfavorable accounts of the misdeeds of some of 
the clergy. It would seem that the priesthood hav become 
such an immaculate class of men, so indispensable, and 
preach such valuable and important truths, are so far 
from cant and hypocrisy, that not a word should be said 
against them even though their offenses are of the grossest 
character. It is presumed, too, that not even the current 
reports of the daily and weekly press of the country against 
them must be repeated. It seems to hav been found also 
that the Bible is so perfect a book that no improper language 
can be fourd in it, and that to say anything to the contrary 
is very wrong. This is supposed to be cultured and im- 
proved Liberalism, and when duly accepted the approval of 
the Christian clergy and pressis generally secured. A priest- 
hood may be established in our own ranks with perhaps 
saints, bishops, and possibly a pope. THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
being a heretic, can hardly be expected to be regarded as an 
orthodox Liberal, and will of course be ruled out. It will, 
however, continue to speak out freely against what it con- 
siders the errors, shams, and hypocrisies of the age. But 
it will not object to the self-righteous Pharisees forming a 
sect by themselves, 

It is quite possible that through inadvertance or Otherwise 
some articles may hav appeared in the columns of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER which might with propriety hav been 
omitted, but I hardly think the good taste of the old- 
fashioned kind of Libera]s has been grossly outraged. It is 
cheering that it still livs, gnd bids fair to continue to do 80. 
Thanks to its numerous frjgnda and patrons, the combined 


efforts of its Christian enemies and their allies, the godly 
Pharisees, it has not been crushed out. It will liv, it will 
grow, If it has made mistakes it will try to correct them. ` 
It will become better and better, and will continue to dis- 
pense the truths of nature and reason to the best of its 
ability. 

I can say frankly I regret any and all imperfections and 
mistakes I hav committed. I am sensible that I hav not 
been faultless nor immaculate. I hav been thoughtless and 
indiscreet, and I am sorry that such is the fact, but I hope 
I hav not committed the gravest of crimes, I trust I hav not 
seriously injured one of my fellow-beings. To do so I be- 
lieve to be the greatest wrong we can commit. I hav aimed 
not to harm others, and this shall continue to be my effort. 

It seems to me my punishment is fully equal to my 
offenses. For mailing Mr. Heywood’s argumentative and 
philosophical pamphlet, which great numbers of people hav 
bought and sold, and which thousands hav read without 
seeing any harm in it, I certainly am suffering severely 
enough. For the indiscreet letters I hav written I think I 
hav been sufficiently punished. If there is virtue in atone- 
ment, and if a man by suffering can pay debts of the kind 
under consideration, thea when Iam discharged from this 
prison I ought to be nearly as well purified as are some of 
the Pharisees. Time is steadily passing. Day succeeds day, 
and every one counts. Less than four months will complete 
my sentence, when I can once more be free. I think my 
patience and endurance wil] hold out to the end. 


We are all pilgrims in the journey of life. With some it 
is quicker and shorter than others. Some of us continue the 
struggle till infirm with years. Varied are the incidents we 
meet with on the route, and varied are the qualities, pecul- 
larities, and dispositions of the voyagers ; variously do they 
perform the journey, and in varying degrees do they enact 
good and evil deeds while upon the way. Those do the 
most good and their account stands most in their favor who 
hav been the kindest and most humane to their fellow-trav- 
elers, and hav done most to relieve their weary fellow-pil- 
grims of that which tended to make them unhappy while on 
their toilsome journey. Few prove so perfect as never to 
make a mistake or misstep, to never commit a fault ; but as 
the journey draws to a close, and accumulating years 
admonish the weary traveler that his journey is well-nigh 
ended, the fewer mistakes he has made, and the fewer 
faults he has committed, the fewer wrongs he has done to 
his companions on the way, the more kind acts and good 
deeds he has performed towards them, the morg he has les- 
sened their grief, and the more he has added to their com- 
fort and enjoyment, the :happier will;be his reflections, 
the more joyfully will he near the goal towards which he 
80 long has been tending, and the more placidly will he lay 
himself down to take the long sweet rest so justly due him. 
When that time arrives with all of us, may our reflections 
not be disturbed by memories of wrongs we hav done to 
those who have traveled the journey of life with us. 

The holidays were dull with us here in prison. On 
Christmas and New Years the men did not work in the 
shops, but remained in their cells during the day. No 
meetings nor services were héld. An extra dinner was 
served to the prisoners—on Christmas a chicken stew, and 
on New Years oysters. On the former day eight or ten ap- 
ples and oranges were given to each one. These attentions 
were gratefully received, but they made poor amends for 
the deprivations of home and friends. I think I never 
passed so gloomy a Christmas and New Years, and never 
80 unhappy a birth-day (Dec, 23d). Little did I think dur- 
ing the years I hav lived that my sixty-firet birth-day would 
be passed within the walls and bars of a prison. But it is 
impossible to calculate the future, or tell what joys and sor- 
rows lie in our pathway. Time only can reveal these things. 

Our numbers hav been augmenting here considerably of 
late. One hundred and seventy-five new candidates for 
servitude and unhappiness came in during the month of 
December. The cells are nearly all filled, and the shops are 
well supplied with workmen. I feel a warm sympathy for 
the hapless men who aye brought here, especially if they are 
advanced in years. I know well the sorrow and unhappi- 
ness they are destined to experience, 


During the past few weeks I hav done comparatively lit- 
tle at my new book mentioned in my Jast. I hav not felt 
much like it, and I am fearful that there are not enough of 
my readers who care to engage a copy of ‘the work to jus- 
tify bringing it out at present. It costs a great deal to pub- 
lish so large a work, and unless a certain number of copies 
are engaged it seems hardly prudent to press it just now. 
Let me, however, again call the attention of all to it. Those 
who wish a copy of '* The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
Times,” an octavo of nearly one thousand pages, -are re- 
requested to send a postal card to THz TRUTH SEEKER 
office giving notice of the same. If enough are bespoken 
to pay a certain portion of the expenses the work will be 
pushed vigorously, but if a few only wish the work, it will 
hardly be published at present. Ithink it will be a valu- 
able work, and cheap at $3.00. I will make this proposi- 
tion : Those who secure a copy and find they do not like it, 
or if it is not worth three dollars to them, I will take it 
back, if in good order, and giv in exchange other books of 
my publications to the same amount. Now, how many will 
hav a copy? It would, of course, gratify my feelings to 
hav it in fair demand, but if friends do not wish it I will not 
urge it. 

Before closing let me again thank those who hav been so 
kind as to write me since I hav been in prison, Those let- 
ters hav béen a source of great comfort to me. Those who 
hav written repeatedly will please accept a multiplied share 
of my gratitude. A good letter is the next thing to a per. 
sonal visit, and is most acceptable. I thank every one who 
has written a friendly letter to THE TRUTH SEEKER for 
publication. I thank every one who has spoken a kind and 
sympathizing word in my behalf. I warmly thank every 
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TRUTH SEEKER running during my imprisonment, I regard 
such as true friends to humanity and the cause of Liberal- 
ism. J thank every one who has promptly renewed his sub- 
scription. Of such are the fraternity of Truth Seekers. I 
thank every one who has ordered TRUTH SEEKER books and 
pamphlets, Such spread truth and light and aid in helping 
on the good work. I thank every one who has exerted him- 
self in obtaining new subscribers. Such are the apostles of 
truth, and are helping to spread its light over the world. I 
thank-every new subscriber, whether for a year or for three 
months. Such are in a fair way to be happy and free men 
and women. May they 80 approve of the paper as never to 
wish to be deprived of it. And right here, let me ask those 
who are in arrears to do as those hav done who hav renewed, 
and particularly let me request those who do not wish the 
paper and to pay for it, to send word to the office to that 
effect, and to pay for the paper for the time they hav had it. 
Such a course is certainly the honorable one. I would be 
happy to take you all by the hand ; you feel near and dear 
to me, and I can say in truth, I esteem you, yes, I love you. 
May your days be Jong in the land, and may your numbers 
never be less. I am heartily and sincerely your friend, 
f D. M. BENNETT. 
———— M 


Mr. Underwood and that Interview. 


On his way West, Mr. B. F. Underwood called upon us. 
We were glad to see him, for there were several things 
which we wished to quiz him about, The letters he wrote 
to the R.-P. Journal we regarded as entirely uncalled for on 
his part, and we are still of the same opinion. The inter- 
view, a8 reported in the Inter-Ocean, we thought reflected 
harshly upon the mass of Liberals of the country, with 
whom Tux TRUTH SEEKER is the favorite paper. We wanted 
to talk to him on these subjects, He had denied that the 
reporter of the Jnter-Ocean had taken him down correctly, 
and we wished to know exactly what he did say. We do 
not wish to judge any one incorrectly, much less to form 
opinions and say things of a public man which are based on 
erroneous reports of incompetent and indifferent, if not 
hostile, reporters. Upon the subject of the letters, Mr. 
Underwood and ourselves will continue to disagree. He 
thought they were his business; we knew they were not. 
Until Mr. Bennett had answered the malicious charges it 
was but common decency and fairness for representative 
Liberals to withhold their judgment. If he had denied 
them, then the consensus of the “ competent" could sit in 
judgment, if they choose, on the authenticity of the docu- 
ments; but until he had been heard from, we contend that 
it would hav been proper and meritorious for outsiders to 
hav kept still. l 

Mr. Underwood evidently felt that he was bound to 
justify his interference in the matter; and the fact that he 
received ''at least a dozen" letters urging him to go to 
Chicago at Bundy's behest is regarded by him, as sufficient 
. excuse. We do not agree with him. We think he made a 

great mistake. But we will let that pass. All men make 

mistakes, and it would be absurd to suppose our friend 

Underwood an exception. 

Regarding that interview, we find from his own statements 
that he is somewhat misrepresented. There were several 
parties present besides himself, and their remarks are some- 
times given by the reporter as his. It is, of course, mani- 
festly unjust to condemn him for what other people may 
hav said. Just what he did say on the points to which the 
greatest exceptions hav been taken, we will givin his own 
words, which were taken down. The reporter asked him 
as to what sort of a book “ Cupid's Yokes” was, to which 

. Mr. Underwood repled, ‘‘ A very coarse attack on marriage, 
Tio but not, in my-opinion, an obscene production.” ‘Has 
it,” inquired the reporter, ‘‘had much circulation?" To 
which Mr. Underwood replied, ‘‘ Owing to the foolish pros- 
ecution of Heywood and Bennett, there has been quite a 
demand for it." To the questions, ‘‘ Why were the Free- 


of literature?” and, ‘Is the Liberal party in favor of ‘Cupid’s 
Yokes?” Mr. Underwood said—and this is the way he used 
the very offensive expression of rag-tag and bobtail: 
‘There is no Liberal party; but if you refer to the Freelove 
element and to an illiterate class that is without any settled 
conviction, but is attracted’ by anything that is new and 
novel, a sort of intellectual rag-tag and bobtail element 
among Liberals, always ready to attack something—without 
any knowledge of the positive side of Freethought—I should 
say yes. But the great mass of Freethinkers hav no sympa- 
thy with Freelove. Indeed, the element I represent as little 
approved of the circulation of * Cupid's Yokes’ as did the 
orthodox Christians. Still we maintained his legal right to 
circulate, but thought he acted foolishly in doing so. This 
is the position of Ingersoll and ihe great mass of Liberals 
everywhere.” i 
: We were very particular about getting a correct statement 
X of this, because we, a8 well as thousands all over the coun- 
try, took offense at being called tag-rag and bobtail We 
- did not know that there was any such element, and we are 
still in doubt, as our friend did not inform us who com- 
posed this *' intellectual rag-tag and bobtail element.” 
There are several things in this last answer that grate 
harshly upon us. We believe that Freethinkers, as a class, 
do hav settled convictions, and that even the much maligned 
Freelovers, mistaken as they undoubtedly are in some 
things, are not entirely igaorant upon the great subject 
which engages so much of their attention. When he speaks 
of an ‘‘ illiterate class,” we are a8 much at a less to Know to 
whom he refers as we are when he mentions the rag-tag aud 
. bobtail element.  Freelove, as understood by those who, 
like Joe Cook, know nothing of it beyond the name, 
is synonymous with free Just, and as such is undoubtedly 
frowned upon by the great mass of Liberals, But we trust 


thinkers in sympathy with Mr. Bennett in selling this kind. 
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one who has contributed of his means to help keep THE 


Mr. Underwood does not mean that Liberals are in favor of 
forced love, Just what element Mr, Underwood representa, 
or indeed any one man represents, is a ticklish question. 
He would not, we think, hav us suppose he represents the 
class of which Abbot is so conspicuous a member; and, ac- 
cording to his own statements, he does not represent the rag- 
tag and bobtail element, or illiterate class, and so we must 
believe that he represents the great middle element. In 
other words, he is on the fence between the radical Radicals 
and the conservative Radicals. 

The reporter also asked Mr. Underwood whether the Free- 
lovers were numerous. Mr. Underwood replied: “I think 
not, although at this time, when one of. their works is sup- 
pressed, and a Freethought publisher is in prison for circu- 
lating it, they make a good deal of stir." . 

- The report as published in the Jnter-Ocean would lead one 
to infer that Mr. Underwood regarded E. H. Heywood and 
Moses Hull as illiterate, while Stephen Pearl Andrews only 
refrained from avowing openly the dangerous opinions he 
had fathered from a fear of the consequences. This, Mr. 
Underwood assures us, isa mistake, What he did say was 
in answer to a question from the reporter as to who are some 
of the prominent Freelovers. He said: “Stephen Pearl 
Andrews is, I believe, in sympathy with their views, and is 
a thinker and the most scholarly man among them, Hey- 


wood, the author of ‘Cupid’s Yokes,’ is another—an edu- | 


cated but erratic man. I may also name Moses Hull." 
One gentleman present said that Mr. Moses Hull should 
hardly be ranked as a representative of any social views ; 
but the three names were reported. Mr. Underwood also 
said he should not accept Mr. Hull’s challenge to debate. 
In regard to Mr. Hull’s charges that at Paine Hall he mis- 
represented the advocates of Freelove, he said that on that 
occasion he did not mention friend Moses’ name. 

The reporter sent by the Jnter.Ocean must hav been either 
very stupid, forgetful, or malicious, for his report and Mr- 
Underwood’s statement of what he did say are very different. 
Mr. Underwood regards himself, as a public man, as a legiti- 
mate object of criticism ; but he wishes to be criticised on 
what he says and not on what some reporter, who learned 
the language in a country somewhat given to blustering, 
may say he says. And we can but consider his wishes 
within the bounds of reason. From the conversation we 
had with him we believe his heart to be right ; but he some. 
times uses expressions and commits acts which we cannot 
but regard as ill-advised and ill-timed. We trust that noth. 
ing further will occur to jar the harmony which ought to 
exist between him and THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Action of the Rochester Liberal League. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRU SEEKER, Sir: At a meet. 
ing of the Rochester Liberal League, Jan. 5, 1880, Presi- 
dent Amy Post in the chair, Dr. A. E. Tilden, from a 
committee appointed December 22, 1879, presented the fol- 


lowing réport and resolutions, which, after careful deliber-- 


ation and discussion, were unanimously adopted; one 
member only requesting it placed on record that he objected 
to the clause that declares, that '' if it is the duty of the 
Tompkins County League io withdraw it is equally the 
duty of this and all other Leagues," etc. It was further 
voted that we request other Leagues to express through THE 
TRUTH SEEKER their views of the p oints made in this 
report. A. E. TILDEN, Secretary. 
Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 6, 1880. 


REPORT. 


To the Officers and Members of the Liberal League of Roches- 
ter, N. Y. 


Your Committee to whom was referred the subject mat. 
ter of a circular issued by authority of the Tompkins 
County League containing five preambles and four resolu. 
tions reported to that body December 1, 1879, and now 
awaiting action by them, 

Respectfully report, That we hav given the matter as care- 
ful consideration a8 our circumstances would permit and are 
compelled to dissent from the views there expressed. Our 
brethren who advocate those principles are evidently actuated 
by conscientious motives which we cannot too highly com: 
mend, and however much we may dissent from the premises 
frem which they draw conclusions, or from the conclusions 
from which they draw their premises, we 8hall honor their 
motives; and should they as contemplated adopt those reso- 
lutions and thereby sever their Connection with the National 
Liberal League we shall part from them with sincere regret; 
for although, where the intellect reasons illogically, con- 
science may lead in an unwise direction, yet we hope that 
every public enterprise in which we shall engage will be 
under the guidance of those who will conduct them accord- 
ing to the dictates of an enlightened conscience. 

The resolutions submitted to the Tompkins County 
League propose to sever their connection with the National 
Liberal League because they think that a letter of President 
Elizur Wright, dated November 22d, puts us in a false 
moral position because he says, ''Ishall regard every man 
whose own standard of morality does not lead him into 
practical conflict with the constitutional laws of the land as 
much entitled to honor in the League as Iam,” and because 
President Wright reasoning thus refuses the proffered resig- 
nation of the Secretary, Albert L. Rawson. Now, if it is 
the duty of the Tompkins County League to thus withdraw 
from the National League it is equally the duty of the 
Rochester League and of,every other League to withdraw 
and thus break up the organization. We hold, as our 
Tompkins county brethren probably do, that members who 
intelligeutly sustain a society or association formed for the 
purpose of committing crime or moral wrong of any kind 
are individually guilty of that wrong, whether the society is 
ostensibly formed for the purpose of promoting moral, 

commercial, or any other interests, i, 
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Also, where a society was originally formed to do a good 
or lawful work, and shall, by official action, commit itself 
to sustain wrong, it is equally the duty of conscientious 
members to withdraw after unavailingly using proper 
efforts to bring the society back to its original innocence, 
It is not duty to withdraw in such cases till proper effort is 
made to reclaim the soclety. . 

If President Wright is too liberal a Liberal in saying, as 
he does in the letter above mentioned, that it is no part of 
his object to impose his standard of morals upon others, and 
if by any possibility his expressing such Liberal views could 
commit the National Liberal League to views more liberal 
than they are willing to sustain, still it would not be our 
duty to withdraw till we hav made proper efforts to cause 
the League at its next national congress to purge itself of 
the iniquity of being too tolerant of the opinions of others, 

In resolutions adopted December 8th, and published in 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER December 20th, we expressed our 
hearty indorsement of these very sentiments expressed by 
our venerable President, and we do not, after reading the 
circular of the Tompkins.County League and further con- 
sideration, see any reason for changing our views. But if - 
our brethren in the Tompkins County League can show us 
that President Wright’s views are too liberal, and, further, 
that the expression of them in the manner he has commits 
the National Liberal League to sustain wrong, we promise ` 
to join with them in efforts to influence the President and— 
failing in that—the next annual Congress to rectify itself 
before the world. 

In the preamble to the Constitution of our League, which 
is deelared approved by the Board of Directors of the Na- 
tional Liberal League, it is declared that the latter was 
organized to accomplish the ‘‘total separation of church and 
state;”’ that auxiliary Leagues should be formed ''for the 
purpose of instituting earnest and. combined agitation in 
favor of equal rights respecting religion;” and the move- 
ment is characterized, not as a religious or a moral one, but 
as “important and patriotic.” Not one word is uttered in 
either preamble or Constitution requiring that members 
should hold to any particular view of politics, religion, 
morals, domestic or social life. All are invited, whatever 
their views upon any of these questions, upon which good 
and intelligent people differ, who are willing to act with us 
in this patriotic movement. : 

Bo far as we know, all the members of this auxiliary 
League, and of all other auxiliary Leagues, are in accord 
upon the subject of preserving our civil liberties, though 
differing perhaps upon all other points o? opinions and prac- 
tice. 

It seems to us that if we should now attempt to impose 
our ideas of politics, morals, religion, or economic or social 
policy, upon the League after inviting them to join us ona 
platform 80 broad as to ignore all such tests of membership, 
we would be guilty of heaping both insult and injury upon 
members whose principles are thus invaded, And as to the 
question of accountability for the moral delinquencies of 
members, we Cannot see how such a thing can be in a soci- 
ety that has no provision for keeping out or for excommuni- 
eating persons whose views of certain moral questions do 
not aecord with our own. 

There is no more reason in assuming that we are respon- 
sible for the moral .delinquencies of individual members of 
the League than in assuming that the soldiers of the Union 
army eugaged in putting down the late Rebellion were 
responsible for the moral delinquencies of their fellow- 
soldiers, And the appointment, by majority vote, of aman 
to do clerical duty in the League whose ideas of moral duty . 
are unfashionable or not in accord with our own, no more 
makes us accountable than does the appointment of a man 
to do like duty in an army or in an association for com- 
mercial or mechanical purposes. 

In any enterprise we would be glad to hav every officer 
and every member persons of good morals; and we*hav a 
right to demand that the business of any association to 
which we belong shall be honestly conducted. Further 
than this we hav no right to go. 

The second preamble in the Tompkins county circular 
says, ‘‘ We regard the Liberal cause as eminently a moral 
cause," etc. 

This is true in the same sense that the Union cause in the 
time of the Rebellion was a moral cause. The success of 
both alike we believe more promotive, indirectly, of good 
morals than defeat would be. But in no other sense could 
either be properly called a moral cause, unless called so 
because both were alike patriotic, as the League is declared 
in its preamble to be. But in every aspect our duties and 
moral responsibilities in both the Union cause and the Lib- 
eral League are the same. 

If the League shall, by official action, change itself into 
an engine of Corruption or oppression, our first duty would 
be to iry to reclaim and bring it back to justice and duty. 
Fuiling in this, after proving that the case was one of hope- 
less apostaSy, it would be our duty to withdraw, or we 
could be held as accessories to crime. 

On the other hand, if the League is trying to promote or 
defend the right by just and honest means, it is our duty, 
and everybody's duty, to sustain it a8 we hav ability and 
opportunity. ' 

Your Committee therefore recommend the adoption of 
the following resolutions: 

Resoived, That we adopt the sentiments, reasoning, and 
views of moral duty set forth in this report as our own ex- 
pression, and direct the Secretary to forward a copy to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for publication and to call the attention of 
the officers and members of the Tompkins County League 
to the same as so published by notifying the Secretary, as 
requestcd in the circular. 

Resolved, That we hope the Tompkins County League do 
not contemplate adopting the resolutions contained in their 
circular, but hav put them before other Leagues in order to 
call out expressions and reasonings that all may see more 
clearly that it is no part of our duty to be go illiberal as to 
attempt to impose our standard of morals upon others in 
such un organization as the League, that has no jurisdiction; 
either by aivine rightzor by concession, over tne views of 
the members upon questions other than those conteniplated 
in our organizatic De 

The above rer ort is respectfully submitted. 

A. E. TILDEN, 

Amy Post, 

EwxiLy G. BEEBE, 

D. M. Fox, 

C. W. Austin, 
Committee, 


Aa 


She Truth Seeker, January 17, 1880. 
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Miscellaneous. 


Subjects for a Sermon. 

To THE Rev. Mr. CHARLES, Dear Sir: You will remem- 
ber that as we walked up the street together, last night, you 
invited me to write upon paper my reasons for not believing 
in the inspiration of the Bible and the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity in general, saying that from. my paper you would 
deliver a sermon, and endeavor to clear the mist from our 
eyes, so that I and my fellow-thinkers might see the word 
of God as you see it. Ido not believe that such a God as 
you would hav me believe in would inspire men to write 
lies at once the most absurd, ungodly, and ridiculous. I 
believe that the Bible starts out with a monstrous lie, the lie 
about creation. 1 do not believe that God made man, whose 
composition, it has been clearly proved, is of numerous 
gases—of nitrogen, of oxygen, of hydrogen, of carbon—and 
various primitive elements, such as potash, phosphorus, 
iron, salt, etc., enter into that composition. How he did 
it, iu your sermon you will please explain. 

"You will further explain the process by which he created 

“our great-great-grandmother Eve—whom we hav no reason 

to suppose weighed less than the average woman of to-day— 
‘out of arib which could not hav weighed over seven or 
eight ounces at most. In the undoubtedly able sermon you 
are going to preach you will please tell us where the light 
came from which God created at the beginning, before the 
third day, when he created the sun—the great source or all 
light—and the stars. You will also tell us what motion the 
sun had, whether it revolved on an axis or moved in an 
Orbit, or both, before that mighty general of Bible fame 
commanded it to stand still and it stood. 

Will you be so kind as to explain the means by whicb. 
knowledge can be otained from the fruit of trees? If you 
will show how this lost art can be restored you will bestow 
a great blessing upon mankind in general and me especially, 
for I am aure that I would rather obtain knowledge by eat- 
ing delicious fruit than by years of tedious study acquire it 
from dulland musty books. And that serpent story! Why, 
Mr. Charles, had Moses, the author of Genesis, told me that 
a mouse had met a mastodon, and in fair and open combat 
defeated, thwarted, auld overcome him, I would as soon be- 
lieve it as to believe that that almighty, great, grand, glori- 
oua God, the creator of this vast universe, he who sends 
countless multitudes of large, busy worlds darting, spinning, 
and whirling through space, could hav been outgeneraled, 
defeated, and frustrated in his greatest attempt, his attempt 
to make man—mian Created in his own image—pure and 
holy, by a nasty, miserable, creeping snake, which, standing 
upright, with human voice and human words, taught Eve 
the way to obtain knowledge. Will you explain this story, 
and make it so plain and: reasonable that we can all believe 
it? And then wil you not hav to agree with me that the 
snake we so ruthlessly and disgustingly trample upon de- 
serves deep and profound respect from us as the descendant 
of the first educator of our race ? 

How, my dear sir, how in the name of reason and com- 
mon sense do you expect me—claiming ag I do to be an in- 
telligent being—to believe in & personal devil, with horns, 
a long tail, and a cloven foot, that goes roaring over the 
earth seeking whom he may devour, thwarting, defeating, 
and triumphing over God, who, though his creator, hardly 
deserves to be styled his rival? You will say that this de- 
scription of the devil is only figurative. But will you ex- 
plain how it was that a figurative devil could hav taken 
Christ upon a mountain and there hav interviewed him per- 
sonally? 

In the sermon you are going to preach, it will of course 
be an easy, a very easy, matter for you to explain how, Noah 
managed to get the innumerable number of animals, two of 
each species, ranging in size from the mastodon down to the 
smallest of the animalcules, together and into one ark; 
how, with but one little window for ventilation, he kept 
them all alive and breathing for one year; how he col- 
lected the different kinds of food, and the quantity required 
for this vast and variegated menagerie to liv upon during 
that time ; how he kept those ferocious animals from fight- 
ing and devouring each other ; how, when the ark rested 
on the summit of Mt. Ararat, seventeen thousand feet above 
the level of the sea, the animais -that were peculiar to and 
could liv only in regions of tropical heat survived, while at 
Only five thousand feet above sea level it is intensely cold, 
and at twelve thousand feet ice is perpetual ; how after the 
deluge was over he got the different species and families of 
animals back to their respective native localities—the rhi- 
noceros to Africa, the kangaroo to Australia, the bison to 
North America, the llama to South America, and the polar 
bears to the polar regions, 

And after fully explaining this flood story you certainly 
will not hesitate to tell us what was produced by the shin- 
ing of the sun through falling rain, spray, or mist before 
God placed the rainbow in the heavens as a promise to man 
that floods should be no more. In that sermon I would 
hav you explain why it was that God turned the wife of 
Lot into a pillar of salt because she simply looked behind 
her, and let her daughters escape to the mountains, there to 
hold sexual intercourse with their drunken father, without 
—so far from salting them down for their monstrous crime 
—showing the least diepleasure. Would it not, do you 
think, hav been and looked much better for Lot to hav had 
that intercourse with his wife rather than with his daugh- 
ters ? : 

Mr. Charles, you tell me that God is all-wise, that he 
knows everything, and always did; that he can foresee all 
things, and always could. You tell me that he is almighty, 
omnipotent, all-powerful, supreme. You tell me that he is 
good, kind, loving, genile, and merciful. But the authors. 
of the Bible deny these statements, If God inspired those | 


authors, he himself denies them. If he was all-wise, why 
did he demand of Abraham the sacrifice of his beloved son 
in order to try the old man's faith ? If he was all-knowing 
he knew all about it without trying that cruel experiment. 

Why did he create the devil? He knew, if he had such 
great foresight, that the devil would become more powerful 
than himself, winning more than ten souls where he would 
one. -If he is kind and loving why did he create a hell-fire, 


and a devil to entice us into it? If he is so loving and |. 


merciful why does he not kill the devil, sweep hell out of 
existence, and make us all boly and happy, righteous and 
perfect? God deserves the curse the devil receives. The 
devil is not to blame for the misery he has caused and is 
causicg. God is responsible for it all. He made the devil. 
He makes him perform those fiendish deeds. He could put 
a stop to them if he would, for he is almighty. And he 
would were he not as fiendish as you say he is powerful. If 
the book you hold most sacred is true, such, my dear min- 
ister, is the being you worship, whose gospel you preach. 

I will bring my letter to a close. God himself says, 
through the Bible—for you say that he inspired that book— 
that he is not all-wise, and cannot foresee all things, that he 
ig a monstrous tyrant. That this last statement is a fact the 
Bible is full of proof. 

I hav new given you a few of my reasons for being skep- 
tical, having no belief in the inspiration of the Bible, and 
believing it to be a volume of lies from beginning to end, 
I believe it to be a story as ficticious as the Arabian Nights. 
You will get around these most absurd parts of scripture by 
saying that they are Only figurative, but that will never do. 
No, sir ; either none of it is figurative or all of it is, and so 
I shall always believe. 

I hope I hav furnished you with abundant material for 
one good germon, and if you wish I will furnish you with 
the same for many mere. 

Yours, with great respect and friendship, 

Bloomington, Wis., Oct. 12, 1879. 

e 


[From the (LaCrosse, Wis.) Daily Democrat.] 


Church Expenses. 


It is not the province or desire of the Democrat to call in 
question the motives of those who are devoting their lives 
to the spread of religion. The inference is that it is a con- 
scientious work and conscientiously performed. Yet when 
willions of dollars are uselegsly being spent in this work 
every year; when every city is crowded with expensive 
churches ; when many of these are hopelessly in debt to 
their builders and struggling along with half-paid pastors; 
when most of them do not average an attendance of one- 
third of their sittings—we may well pause to inquire whether 
this work is being carried on in the most profitable or suc- 
cessful way. It is not simply a question for church people. 
It is one in which everybody is concerned. Granted that 
the gospel is an inestimable advantage to society at large 
and every person, however humble or unbelieving, is inter- 
ested. The hundreds of millions invested in churches and 
church service is so many hundreds of millions withdrawn 
from the channels of trade. It is untaxed property, and the 
cost to the Community is the additional taxes they pay 
because of the exemption and the interest on the money 
invested. 

In the consideration of this subject by ‘‘Citizen”’ this 
item is lightly passed over, being alluded to asa *'shade" 
more expense. Let us see what this ‘* shade” is 


The value of church property ten years ago (it 
is eince greatly enhanced) is given as..... $854,483,581 


P. 8. 


Interest per annum at six per cent...... € 21,269,014 
Loss by withdrawal from production............ 21.269,014 
Total on account of church property.......... 397,021,605 


Here, in round numbers,.is $400,000,000 representing 
church expense which by ‘“‘Citizen” is denominated a 
“shade ”—a trifle. "Very well. Now let us consider other 
trifles. 

According to the official record of the government there 
are 63,082 church edifices and 72,459 church organizations. 
The regular ministers are given as but 43,874. It is begging 
the question, therefore, to allude to those ' minor Chris- 
tian bodies," whose ‘‘ houses of worship are plain structures 
or none at all." These are especially exempt from Count, 
These are under the head of church organizations, and num- 
ber distinctly from the edifices 9,977, and more than the 
regularly ordained ministers by 28,605. That is to say, 
there are nearly twice as many church organizations as 
there are regular preachers given in the census. Yet, 
according to '' Citizen," we hav over-estimated the number 
of ministers. 

We hav no better Pool than the census of 1870. If the 
figures of ministers and church property and incidental ex- 


penses hav not greatly increased since then and, therefore 
far above this report, religion is going backward instead of 
forward. 

But let us take another item on which “ Citizen ” disagrees 
with the Democrat—the recompense of ministers. We will 
not use the word *'' salary," since that excludes the dwelling 
in which the minister frequently livs, his furniture, some- 
times his library, donations, etc., etc. It was first placed at 
an average of $1,500 a year. This ''Citizen" thinks too 
large and proves it by La Crosse salaries. We might say it 
was too small and prove the assertion by New York salaries, 
where they range from $3,000 to 100,000 a year, besides 
almost royal perquisites. But we are not taking any single 
place to illustrate this item. The average was furnished the 
writer years ago by a prominent Presbyterian minister as 
‘an inducement to enter the service of the church. How- 
ever, call it half that, or $750; which is ridiculously small, 


even if we include the army of itinerants not included in 
‘the census. Then we hav 43,874 ministers at an expense of 
; $32, 905,500. It is admitted by ‘‘Citizen” that other 
,Chureb expenses will run about the same-—fuel, care of 


church, repairs, light, etc., though we believe the average 
will greatly exceed this figure. Then we hav the following 
table : í i 


Interest on church property six per cent....... $21,269,014 


Loss of same in business, six per cent.......... 21,269,014" 

To 43,874 ministers, at $750 each...........ees eese 82,905,500 

For incidental care of churches, light, etc...... 32,905,600. 
dur ——Ó——Á 108,349,028 


This is given at the estimate of '' Citizen," merely to see 
where it will lead us, not that the salaries and incidentals 
are not believed to be twice the amount. By our corre- 
spondent’s calculation this is apportioned among ‘25,000,000 
church-goers.” Which would leave it a little over $ta 
head per annum. 

But right here comes the chief absurdity in his statement. 
There were only 21,000,000 sittings in the total church 
accommodations of the United States at the date on which 
the figures are taken. That takes more than half the then 
population of the country outside of the cradles, prisons, 
and asylums.: Now one-half the people, men, women, and 


children don’t attend church every week—nor one-quarter . 


of them—as '' Citizen" must know by observation. Nor 
do one-half those who belong to and are members in good 
standing in the church. When we speak of attendance we 
mean ''average," the same as we hav averaged salaries, 
expenses, etc. "Take this city for instance. According to 
“ Citizen’s” own showing but about 5,000 of this city of 
15,000 inhabitants are church attendants. And yet, if 
La Crosse is to be considered a specimen, those who attend 
church will not average nearly-a quarter of the population 
of the country. In cities like Chicago and New York 
there are not church sittings enough for one-fifth of the 
population, and the churches they hav are generally not 
more than half to two-thirds full. Take the vast stretches 
of agricultural regions, where there are no churches, or they 
are too remote, and the proportionis still less. The average 
church attendance cannot by any reasonable probability ex- 
ceed 5,000,000, and this is an over-estimate. To prove this 
itis only necessary to say that the total increase of church 
sittings for ten years averaged but 253,631 a year. The dis- 
proportion between the increased number of converts and 
the alleged attendance reflects more seriously upon religion 
and the work of the clergy than we are willing to do. But 
these 253,631 are not converts—it simply represents the 
added capacity of the.combined churches. To sum up, 
therefore, we hav 48,874 regularly ordained ministers in 
active service; double worked; half paid; a church expense 
of $108,349,028, and for what result ? 

To bring within the church walls, or to provide room 
(there is nothing to show that the added sittings are actually 
filled) for 258,631 souls. 

Over $400 apiece for each one of these sittings. 

That is to say, at the figures and estimates of ** Citizen," 
it costs an average, instead of five and six cents a week, as 
he represents, at least $400 for every man to hear the 
gospel. 

To be sure, there is a “shade” of cost of church property, 
but count out half of the estimate, take off the “shade ” of 
$42,000,000 a year, and it still costs some $300 for each 
one. 

There it is in the mildest way you can put it. There 
need be no difference between any one over church attend- 
ance. The increased attendance any one year could not 
exceed the added number of sittings. Once given the 
whole cost of the church service, aud to divide it upon the 


additional number of sittings, is a fair statement of the ` 


expense of getting these persons under the droppings of the 
Sanctuary. 

The above is at the figures of ‘‘ Citizen.” 

But the true estimate will probably more than double his. 
There is no allowance for the expensive colleges of the 
various churches, their costly faculties and fittings, millions 
of dollars for the maintenance of which are expended annu- 
ally. No account is taken of the millions of dollars ex- 
pended on theological educations, No estimate is made of 
the worth of the men who are drawn from the various fields 
of production for the ministry. Since every minister in the 
service of the church i880 much brain and muscle withdrawn 
from other avenues of labor, he not only costs 80 much, but 
is a direct loss in the same amount. The same with regard 
to any money invested in a non-producing field. 

When all these are added to the other expenses, it will be 
found that every soul brought within the reach of the gos- 
pel costs between $2,000 and $3,000; and for every soul 
converted to Christianity under our present system the peo- 
ple of the country pay a bonus of from $4,000 to $6,000. 


— 9 9— — ——— 


PRAYER AND ASPIRATION.— The heart may aspire though 
the knee does not bend. Prayer and aspiration are entirely 
different things. Aspiration is to the new faith what prayer 
was tothe old. Prayer belongs to superstition. It is ask- 
ing for favors, begging for gifts, imploring for forgiveness 
Or special consideration. It assumes the presence of an indi- 
vidual that answers, Aspiration assumes that knowledge, 
wisdom, truth, the perfect beauty, are real and attainable, 
but are yet unattained and must be sought for. This is 
what aspiration does for the new men and women ; essen- 
tially what prayer did for the old ones. The radicals do 
not pray, but they turn their eager minds upward towards 
the light, as the fiowers turn their leaves toward the sun. 
They do not bend the knee; they rather stiffen it, that they 
may walk the better; but they bow their heads before the 
truth.— 0. B. Frothingham. 

A — aaa ——_—-—— 

THE Condor of the Andes is the largest of known birds, 
It lays its eggs on the bare rock, fifteen thousand feet above 
the sea level, and flies higher than any other bird—six per, 
pendicular miles above the leyel of the seg 


The Truth Secker, January 17, 1880. 
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The Tompkins Liberal League. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: I received 
a circular from the Tompkins Liberal League of New York, 
with series of whereases and resolutions in reference to the 
action of the president of the Nationel Liberal League in 
the case of the secretary, A. L. Rawson, who offered his 
resignation because of some qualms of conscience which he 
feared some of the more sanctifled of the members might 
hav with regard to his course of conduct, made apparent by 

.him in his explanation in answer to the charge brought 
against him by Mr. Abbot for immoral conduct practiced 
some twenty-three and twenty-eight years ago. 

Now, what can a true Liberal think of the professed 
liberality of some of the members of the League? Here is 
Mr. Abbot, with a liberal supply of spite and malice, loses 
sight of the main object of the League, and stoops to the 
low and degrading position of hunting old records of twenty- 
eight years’ standing to find a flaw in the character of his 
brother Liberal whom he does not love, thereby interrupting 
the true and harmonious course of the great work we hav in 
hand. 

The brother charged gave a fair explanation of the whole 
matter, and in go doing honestly and conscientiously justified 
his conduct on the premises. He, however, offered his résig- 
nation as secretary of the League. The president would not 
accept of his resignation, and said he would much rather 
now (after the explanation) resign himself than hav Mr. 
Rawson resign. This, I thought, settled the matter, and 
supposed that all Liberals would be satisfied. Not so. It 
appears there are some more Abbots yet in the League— 
Christian Liberals they might be called, who, with a keen 
ear for slander against a brother, caught the sound of Free- 
love in Mr, Rawson’s explanation; and now for another 
split—another secession of the righteous from the wicked. 

Our brother, on sustaining his course of conduct some 
twenty-three years ago, hinted his opinion of the Christian 
marriage law at that time, and, in consequence of that 
expression of his views held twenty-three years ago, the 
Christian Liberal brethren of the Tompkins League take 
the alarm, and, for fear of contamination, cannot conscien- 
tiously continue connected with the National Liberal League 
without’ the resignation of Secretary Rawson is accepted. 
“ Stand off | I am holier than thou !" 


In the name of common sense, what kind of liberality is 
it that will not allow another to think as he likes? Is not 
our League established upon that basis—liberty for each to 
think for himself? . 
inquiry into our brother’s actionsin the past, nor his thoughts 
and opinions in the present, nor is it to be a court to pass 
judgment on our brother so long as he complies with the 
laws,of the institution. Our work should be to meet our 
brother and help him out of his error, if we think he is in 
that condition ; not shun him when we can do him good. 
Christians, to be consistent, should follow their leader. He 
associated with publicans and sinners, and bid his believers 
follow him. He associated with the wicked to reform 
them. He did not cast stones at the woman taken in adul- 
tery ; he remained with her after her accusers had left her, 
‘and consoled with her in her trouble, and forgave, and told 
her to go and sin no more. 

Our Christian Liberals should go and act likewise, Do, 
in the name of justice and liberality, let every man think as 
he pleases. 

If he has in any way broken or violated the laws of the 
League it is time enough to call him to account. His opin- 
ions or his morals are no business of the League. If the 
League stops to question the opinions of its members on any 
matters outside of its main business, it will be shorn of its 
noblest supporters. 

Our main fight will be in the political field. Do our 
Christian politicians refuse a vote that is given by an unbe- 
liever? Catch them at itif you can. In the struggle for 
equal rights we must take every legal advantage that is hon- 
orable. We will find our opponents will not stop even at a 
dishonorable mode to accomplish their purpose, and if the 
League is not prepared for the struggle and meet the enemy 
if necessary with their own mode of tactics, we might as 
well giv up the work at once. We propose to work for the 
rights of equal liberties, Why then stop to question the 
right of our members to the exercise of that liberty ? Look 
at our Christian opponents from another standpoint, and 
take a lesson from them. They are ever at war with each 
other upon the subject of creeds and ordinances, but just 
take notice how they unite against a common enemy. They 
do not stop to dispute about creeds when a common foe 
demands their united force. All are welcome to their ranks 
without question. Ithink I see them laughing at our folly 
in splitting our forces while we are quarreling over a chip 
jn the porridge. Cannot we, like our opponents, concen- 
trate our forces and efforts to gain our equal rights? Can- 
not we agree to disagree ? Why not let our minor differ- 
ences lie quiet till we effect the grand purpose of equal 
rights and liberty upon which we are all agreed ? 

Let us work in unity t» secure the common rights of all. 
That work accomplished, those who wish can hav their own 
individual fights. We hav not a man to spare from our 
ranks, good or bad. If we expect to enlarge our army suf- 
ficiently to secure a victory, we must stop questioning indi- 
vidual opinions. 

Traitors to our cause, to the advantage of our enemies, 
hay let go a torpedo, and instead of intercepting it in its 
progress in time, we suffer it to blow up our forts and ship- 

in 
z Abbot and Bundy, in the service of the enemy, hav started 
the respectability dodge; and the cry of obscenity, Freelove, 
murder, thief, is alarming the guilty consciences of saintly 
members of the League who cannot stand the test. 


The Tompkins Liberal League hav joined the cry ina 
body, and the best men in the League are to be questioned 


he Liberal League is not a court of 


| in their equal rights to think as they please, ‘“Hold on there ! 


That fellow is obscene! Isaw him passing by a house of 
ill-fame the other morning. There is another fellow. He 
cannot be respectable ; he is a Freelover. I heard him say 
the marriage law might be improved. We cannot associate 
with these men. We must leave the League if these men do 
not resign. It will never do for us to meet in the same hall, - 
or march in the same ranks." I wonder how it will be up 
in that heaven where the obscene, the Freelover, the thief, 
and the murderer are all assembled, through. faith in the 
blood of Jesus. The Tompkins League will surely hav to 
leave if these do not resign their seats and golden harps, 
and will build a heaven outside. . 

The secret of the Tompkins League's respectability is evi- 
dently let out—yes, ’tis very plain to all truthseekers. 
but the blind cannot see what their motto is. The secret is, 
the Tompkins League meet in the parlors of a Christian 
church. How can saints associate with sinners? How can 
the church be desecrated by the meeting of a Liberal League 
within its chambers ? How can the Liberal League accom- 
plish its work when the plan of operation is all exposed in 
the enemies camp? ’Tis a farce ! 

The church is our avowed enemy, and only offer such 
encouragement as will enable them the better to sow dissen- 
tions in our ranks. That is their mode of warfare; they 
cannot succeed in their opposition to the progress of en- 
lightenment except by treachery, schemery, and deceit. 
No assistance to the cause can be hoped for from any auxil- 
iary League who hold their meetings in a church where 
opposition to the cause is preached every week. Out upon 
such folly! Will reformers never be able to eradicate from 
their minds and consciences the deep-dyed, doctrinal errors 
of the Christian church? Can they never discover the 
deep-laid plots, the deception and schemery, pr;cticed in all 
ages to preserve the church in its supreme consequence and 
grandeur, and prevent the exposure of its wickedness and 
deceit? Its Jesuits are the advance guards insinuating 
themselves into all societies for the purpose of revealing al] 
the movements, and are prepared to meet all emergencies. 

Our enemies are experienced in all kinds of warfare, and 
are watching closely our movements and seeking to destroy 
our united effort by spreading discord in our ranks about 
minor matters, and leading off our workers from the grand 
basis of operation—the establishment of Freethought, free 
speech, and free press. This work they know is bound to 


None: 


And hence there will be use for such noble, self-sacrificing 
men a8 Underwood and others who are laboring to compen- 
sate by extra educationalefforts, to bring up the race of 
men to as near approximation to that state to which all 
would hav attained if more favorable conditions had 
environed them from the first. 

It is well demonstrated that there was a time in the evolu- 
tion of our planet when breathing things did not and could’ 
not exist. But as a reduction of temperature went on, and 
disintegration had brought the surface to a condition so 
that the elemental energies could find expression, vegetable 
life sprung into existence, and, after further changes, ani- 
mal life also, euch in its turn, in obedience to typal quan- 
tities of entities coming together by the affinities of co- 
ordinate energies striving for the highest attainment and 
perfection the conditions at the time permitted. If all the 


| natural requirements of human existence had been literally 


complied with, perfection as far as possibilities of condi- 
tions would hav been attained. s 

Man is as much a natural, spontaneous production as a 
blade of grass, The “wonderful intelligence we see in 
man” is no more wonderfu!, nor as much so, as the delicate 
coloring of the rose, or the skill exhibited by the honey-bee, 
the delicate felt of the hornet’s nest, the house of the otter, 
the spider’s marvelous net-work, the jet covering of the 
twigs of the sparrow’s nest, and a thousand other exhibi- 
tions of capacity in what is called the lower animals, all 
having the ability to secure to themselves in the greatest 
perfection every requisito essential to their well-being and 
happiness. 

The vegetable world exhibits no less capacity to secure 
all the necessary, requisites of existence, growth, develop- 
ment, and perfection. The minutest shrub, plant, or flower 
exhibits more discriminating judgment in the selection and 
appropriation of its food and capacity to supply its several 
wants than man with all his ** wonderful intelligence." 

The dog will scent his master by the wagon tracks on 
roads constantly traveled by other teams hours after the 
wagon had passed and when miles away, exhibiting inteili- 
gence far transcending the master's ability to trace the dog 
under the same conditions. 

Most of the clinging vines exhibit most wonderful 
capacity to secure to themselves all the advantages their 
existence requires. If a grape-vine, for instance, be trained 
over a large glass with a hole in it, the clinger will sweep 


uproot the rotten system of the church, as well as state, and 
reduce them to an equal footing with all other citizens by 
the establishment of ‘‘ Equal justice to all and favors to 
none.” 

I hope the Board of Directors of the National Liberal 
League will throw cold water on all efforts at a change of 
base. Allow this Tompkins League to pass quietly out upon 
its own merits; the National Liberal League is better off 
without such auxiliary Leagues; they will betray us into 
the enemy’s hands, for they are in league with them. 

Will the Tompkins Liberal League please accept this as 
an answer to their circular as to the mind of the Ogden Lib.. 
eral League. Respectfully, Joun A. Jost, Sec. 


Ogden, Utah, Dec. 27, 1879. 


e —————— 
Not a Believer in Prayer. 


To THE EDITOR oF Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In THE 
TRUTH SEEKER of Nov. ist is an article over the initials 
W. X. L., which is intended asa criticism on Mr. Under- 
wood’s views of prayer, etc. 

Now, Lam nota believer in prayer, for thes reason that 
I know of no one outside of man or woman who possesses 
the qualifications requisite to hear or answer prayer; and 
believe, with Thomas Paine, that if there was a being pos- 
sessed of the qualities ascribed to him, or her, those q uali- 
ties would prompt to the bestowal of every needed good; 
and hence prayer is impious discontent toward the direction 
of the thing prayed to. 

W. E. L., after referring to evolution, asks, ‘‘ Does not 
this prove that somewhere in nature, outside of man, there 
exists an intelligent force sufficient to produce all the won- 
derful intelligence we see in man?” I answer, It proves 
nothing of the kind. All intelligence will come to be 
understood to be a result, and not belonging to the family 
of causes at all. 

Consciousness, including mind and all its manifestations, 
results partly from the normal action of physical organs, 
and partly from impressions made by external objects, 
which may, or may not, be forces, and in no wise can they 
be considered intelligent or controlled by intelligence except 
when associated with beings having nerve structures. 

These wonderful faculties, ànd all manifestations of intel- 
ligence, will cease when the organs of the brain become 
deranged or the normal functions being suspended, as we 
hav daily experience in accidents, diseases, and death. 

The elements of matter through the universe inhere in 
themselves resident energies capable, under favoring cir- 
cumstances, of producing all the varied phenomena which 
it has so long been thought required a belief in a God to 
explain. 

The innumerable developed forms of animal, vegetable, 
and mineral existences, with all their beauty and perfection, 
are but the expression of the force or energy engaged in 
their production, and the character and the physical capa- 
bilities of each particuiar thing will depend upon natural, 
physical conditions at the time of starting into being and 
the quantum of elemental entities combining and entering 
into the organized effort. 

The realization of the entire capabilities of any given 
organism will of course depend upon the completeness of 
the environments of the several periods of the develop- 
mental stages through which such organism passes. If any 
important requisite of natural growth from first to last is 
wanting, a corresponding defect in the thing so involved 
must naturally ensue, 


its length over the glass next to itself; finding no place to 
fasten to, it will pass through the hole and sweep over the 
other side; still finding no place to fasten. itself, it will tie a 
knot atits end, pass back through the hole, bringing the 
knot firmly against the glass, and take up the slack by 
twisting itself into a double spiral spring, thus offering all 
its strength to the support of the parent vine. 

Icould go on illustrating the parallel existing between 
the various classes of organic existences, showing, I think, 
conclusively that this ‘‘ wonderful intelligence ” is depend- 
ent upon nerve tissues; and all manifestations of intelligence 
through all the gradations of animal and vegetable life 
result from the difference ot complexity of brain structure. 

Now, I think we hav stronger evidence that conscious- 
ness, intelligence, and all the distinguishing characteristics 
of the human mind, are results of the action of non-inte)li- 
gent forces acting upon our physical organism; while the 
believers in the ‘‘ somewhere in nature intelligence ” profess 
to believe that consciousness, intelligence, and mind existed 
prior to organic existence; and this '' wonderful intelli- 
gence" will continue to exist after the dissolution of the 
organism the same 83 though nothing in particular had 
transpired. 

All religions hav pretended that '' somewhere outside of 
man” an intelligence exists. Then it must hav existed 
when this planet was a fiery ball, rolling for ages in space; 
it must hav existed beforeour planet became detached from 
its associate matter; it must hav existed co-eternally with 
matter or the elements themselves. But to maintain that it 
exists independent of matter is a dogma upon which all 
beliefs in an intelligent first cause has always been predi- 
cated. And the idea of W. E. L.—that ‘‘ somewhere in 
nature, outside of man, there exists an intelligent force suf. 
ficient to produce all the wonderful intelligence we see in 
man ”—differs so little from the commonlyfexpressed God 
notions that it seems like folly for any one to split hairs 
about it, but just call this outside something God, as all 
geologists do; it saves the trouble of thinking further in 
that direction. 

It follows, as a legitimate sequence of W. E. L.'s idea of 
an outside intelligence, that at death the ‘‘ wonderful 
intelligence we see in man ” will return to the ‘‘ somewhere 
in nature intelligence,” As this somewhere-in-nature 
intelligence existed before man did, it must continue to 
exist after man dies; and this kind of logic is the pivotal 
point upon which beliefs are based in continued conscious 
existence. 

The fact that a child at birth exhibits less evidence of 
consciousness or intelligence than many of the so-called 
lower animals, and that aged people who hav lived and 
worn out their mind, thoughts, and even consciousness 
itself, long before life is yielded up, is no evidence to the 
believers in the ‘‘ somewhere in nature intelligence outside 
of man,” 

I can truly say I hav no *"'distinctive" or instinctive desire 
to prav or to prey. There is not a Christian living that has 
a distinct conception in his own mind what he prays to; 
he has no more idea of what God is than a well-organized 
chimpanzee, from whom it is more than probable he 
sprung. B. W. FRANKLIN. 

Ithaca, N. Y., Nov. 9, 1879. 


COHORT, in ancient Roman armies, was a portion of a le- 
gion, consisting usually of six hundred men, Ten cohorts 
made a legion, 
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The Truth Seeker, January 17, 1880. 


Letters from Friends. 


Eprror or THE TnUrR SEEKER: Here is my three dollars 
for THE TRUTH BEExER for 1880. I am alittle behind 
time, but hope you didn't think me one of the timid ones, 
who, to keep in repute with Grundy, must appear to go 
back on the grand old hero who founded it. I am sorry for 
the professed Liberals whose glass houses are so thin that 
they must be following up and pelting whoever they deem 
vulnerable for the sake of keeping the confidence of the reg- 
ular pharisaic vigilants and preventing them from coming 
I did not suppose 


near enough to notice their domiciles. 
that either Abbot or Bundy (no, not even the latter, with 
all his pupilage) was so vulnerable as to need to be hunting- 


hound for these; that after professedly rejecting the old 


superstition he would outdo Comstock in zealous defense 


of its gossipy morals—descending to a degree of cowardly 


meanness which even that sneaking pimp of the old churchly 


“lady of Babylon” could only consummate through such a 


Cat’s-paw. 

Let me say a few words to our martyr, friend Bennett. 
I read the so-called ‘‘ exposure of your wickedness,” and I 
said there must be a little fire with all that smoke, but that 
I would wait till I heard from you before making up my 
mind how much. I said, Well, if it is all so, it shows that 
you are not yet Infidel enough to be entirely free from the 
‘weakness of some of our old exemplars—the ancient patri- 
archs. I don’t know as I could hav wondered very much if 
the influence of the reverend examples of ‘‘men of God” 
from one hundred generations back down to the present 
time should not hav been so far outgrown by you as to hav 
made it impossible for you to behave half as bad as some of 
them. A decade or two of “Infidelity " could hardly be 
expected to cure entirely the weakness left by these ages of 
hereditary disorders, stimulated into fresh activity, as they 
are, by the true inwardness of the most influential saints of 
our day. t 

I don't want to be hard on the saints of our day, I know 
ihat good old uncles, David and Solomon, who wrote part 
of the ‘‘Holy Word ” for them to get to heaven by, were a 
little ailing in that way. The first wrote the ''inspired 
psalms” for the saints to sing, and the latter rather eclipsed 
the luster of his illustrious daddy, though at one time he þe- 
came fretty at the mighty task he had. undertaken, and 
declared it ‘‘all Vanity and vexation of spirit;” yet he rallied, 
after all, and wrote his very ‘‘ chaste, divinely-inspired, 
Word of God, Solomon’s Songs.” 

Our modern saints are tolerably successful in following 
their divine patriarch-ideals, though they.can’t quite come 
: up to the originals, They come about as near to it as they 
could be expected to without miraculous inspiration to help 
them. 

When I firat read the famous Grundy-Bundy expose I was 
inclined to credit you with more of the remains of patri- 
archal piety than you are entitled to. But I must still giv 
you credit for one of its virtues—you beat our modern saints 
all to pieces in ‘‘confessing.” They hold that the greatest 
of religious duties, but they don’t confess worth a cent, 
while you, not holding it a duty to confess to those not 
wronged, nevertheless own-up all your weakness to the 
public rather than lay your lying enemies in the lie further 
than they are guilty of it, I don’t know, though, whether 
to charge that entirely to your backsliding from ‘‘ Christian 
morality,” or whether to attribute it in part to the differing 
circumstances which surround you on the “‘ Infidel” plane. 


If you had been a churchman, and as strong à worker for. 


church-religion as you are for '* Infidelity,” all the.‘‘piety,” 
** morals," *'respectability," wealth, and government iuflu- 
ence would hav joined to save your reputation for the sake 
of their cause (‘‘ for Christ's sake"), and thus you and they 
could easily hav blasted. the reputation of any '' presump- 
tuous person." that dared to try to ‘impair your usefulness” 
for the ‘‘ holy work of the Lord;" but disciples of nature's 
religion, ‘‘ the Infidels,” can't be depended on for this. The 
most bigoted of them, though abundantly supplied with the 
grace of bigotry, won't lie anybody into the wrong to screen 
their most favored champion. Somehow they hav got such 
an egotistical conceit of the strength of their cause that they 
think it will stand without lying to uphold it. 

Then, again, you fail to fill the bill of saintly example 
when acting wickedly; you don't try to take your neighbor's 
wife from him, and you don't seek out and try to deceive 
young maids; in fact, don't seek out any, but wait till they 
Come to you, and then take to those of middle age and 
thorough experience, and such as like your epistles well 
enough to answer and encourage them and receive several 
of them, and who can Still play the offended virtue 80 as 
to make you two-thirds believe it real in spite of such win- 
ning ways as Cull out more leiters:from you the while. 
'This don't come near up to the saintly standard of virtue 
and loving shrewdness. T'he fact is, you can't do it, Don't 
iry again, 

Not to be too delicate in expression, nor to spoil an ad- 
monition for ''Infidel" relationship, I must say that you 
are hopelessly. green in such graces, in fact, a botch at lov- 
ing viciousness. ‘You are a botch at each part of the work. 
If you meant to speak of any obscene intent in those letters, 
you failed so utterly that you left them fit to be published 
in the Indew journal of * cultured Liberal purity," and in 
its echo, the .Religio- Hypoeritical. The only things in your 
letters too obscene for those journals to publish, it seems, 
were your quotation marks, which ironically imputed to the 
‘‘lady’s” accusations against yourself. These ‘‘ pure” jour- 
nals, of course, thought it more ‘‘ chaste’ to giv these pas- 
sages without the quotation marks, so as to make it a con- 
- fession on your part. Pshaw! you can’t hold your own 
with such ''pure" fellows and their ‘ respectable” tac- 
tics. 

Then, again, if, in your moments of greatest inspiration, 
you had any intent to be a rakish saint, you might hav known 
that you couldn't be one of the *'competent;" your earl 
training was not under a proper ''consensus," Any half. 
developed ‘‘man of the world," to say nothing of a modern 
purity saint, could hav told you that you, an unsophisticated 
ex-Shaker, who left Shakerdom to marry, and worked hard 
ever since till sixty, instead of leading into love relations 
with you any young artless maid, would be caught by some 
sharp, experienced, designing woman, who would dupe and 
rob or sell you. Well, you wouldn’t hav believed them, 
perhaps, if they had told you so, but you hav learned, and 
TIl bet on one lesson being sufficient ror you. 

Don't talk of withdrawing from editing Tug Tnura 
SEEKER; you hav just gained the experience needed to make 
it more largely useful. 
the coward Liberals. . Let them go. 


i Lord bless them, or, 
if he can’t, we'll try. 


Yours for truth and right, 
CALEB B, WEEKS, 


Your blunder will only drive off 


his command is shot. Treason is done by giving informa- 
tion or armed assistance—briefly, by giving aid and comfort 
totheenemy. In war times the civilian may easily entangle 
his neck in & traitor's noose; and since this fleshy tabernacle 
in which the spirit of man is clothed hath stood upright, 
traitors and spies hav been deemed the lowest of the human 
race. Even he who betrays the bad in favor of the good 
meets with the cold shoulder among the advocates of the 
good with whom he would associate. And there is moral 
treason as well as moral cowardice. The cause advocated 
by pens and tongues may be betrayed as well as that main- 
tained by bayonets and guns, What shall be said of those 
who were fighting in some cause together with their neigh- 
bors, and finding one of these neighbors, whom they hated, 
a prisoner in the enemy’s hands, would giv information 
tending not only to injure the neighbor, but to render the 
cause odious among the unthinking masses or unprejudiced 
Strangers? ] 

It seems to me that the blow aimed at Bennett is a serious 
stroke against our cause. Here was an opportunity given 
to us by the enemy; here was the very rope taken by them 
which must hang them. Every Liberal in the world felt it. 
But at one fell blow from the hands of one of ourselves 
every advantage was taken from us and the camps of the 
enemy filled with loud shouts of triumph. No, Bundy, no 
Abbot, you hav betrayed our cause terribly. It must be 
that you are not with us. Never again can we trust you. 
As open enemies you are harmless, but, as apostles, your 
position gave you Iscariot’s opportunity, and you took it. 
Cruark IRVINE. 


MISTAKES, 


AUBURN, INDIANA, Jan. 1, 1880. 

This is a world of mistakes; and men and women are 
rarely to be found on this planet who hav resided on it for 
sixty years and hav not some time in the course of their 
pilgrimage committed some errors, done many things which 
they ought not to have done, and left perhaps as many 
things undone which they should hav done, Even our best 
Christians are often heard to mourn over their shortcomings ; 
and even those who are every day petitioning their Maker 
to lead them not into temptation are often convicted of 
making very serious mistakes. Holy angels in the highest 
beavens, according to the Christian Bible and John Mil- 
ton, made a terrible mistake when they rebelled against their 
Creator, and undertook to oust him from the great white 
throne and run the universe to suit themselves. Even Deity 
himself, according to the same infallible authority, has 
made many mistakes since he undertook to raise a family. 
of human animals upon this planet; but, to his everlasting 
credit, he made an honest confession of his sins, repented, 
and owned up like an honest God; and if all the Christian 
clergy would follow his example, and make an open, fair 
confession before the world, in my opinion there would be 
but a precious few left to throw stones. Strange indeed that 
rational men and women who hav had years of experience 
in this world of imperfections should manifest such won- 
der and amazement as they often do at the mistakes of 
their fellow-mortals. Christians who believe that the high- 
est angels of light fell from grace, and who worship a God 
who has often made mistakes and repented of the same, will 
make but smali capital by laboring to degrade a man who 
has lived sixty years in this wicked world, and only been 
convicted of one mistake, Certainly Christians should be 
among his last accusers, if they hav any regard for con- 
sistency. We are all 80 imperfect that it stands us in hand 
to be continually on the watch of ourselves, and to be very 
slow and cautious in our condemnation of others; for mis- 
takes seem to be contagious and seem sometimes to spread 
like other diseases which flesh is heir to, one mistake often 
begetting others. Bundy and Abbot hav become terribly 
demoralized by handling this mistake of Bennett’s; it was the 
greatest mistake of their lives, though by no means the first. 
W hen the assassins of liberty first hauled him to a Christian 
prison, these pretended advocates of Freethought stood by 
consenting to his doom; and it was apparent to the most 
superficial observer that they were much elated with the mis- 
fortunes of their rival; and when they saw the subscriptions 
accumulating every week to sustain THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
they meanly insinuated that Bennett had got the very posi- 
tion he had been seeking for, in order to have an excuse to 
beg money from his sympathizers, And when they got hold 
of these letters their emotions entirely overcame them—they 
were filled at once with the most ecstatic delight—so much 
80, that they ‘‘tint their reason a’ thegither.” In fact they 
were completely intoxicated; what little common sense they 
possessed vacated the brain, passed out, and their true in- 
wardness was so completely exposed and so piain that 
common observers could easily discern the motives which 
controlled their actions. Then again, as if to cap the climax 
of their mistakes, they, without a shadow of proof or 
reason, labored to make the world believe that Bennett had 
always been a Jiceotious man and a hypocrite, and that the 
TRUTH SEEKER office had ever been the headquarters of Lib- 
ertines and prostitutes, a general rendezvous of unprin- 
cipled villams, who preyed upon and bled each other when 
short of fresh victims. And yet these men profess to be 
Liberals, and like Bennett publishing journala ostensibly de- 
voted mainly to the same objects, ‘These men, Abbot at 
least, had heretofore refused to soil the pages of his cultured 
sheet by recording the exposures of orthodox clergymen 
when convicted of criminal intercourse with the jambs under 
their charge, Such business was entirely too low for his dig- 
nity. But when these precious letters met his longing eyes 
there seemed all at once a thousand tongues in that belly of 
his, and every tongue was charged with slanders of Bennett, 
Thus these mistakes of Bennew, bad as they hav been, hav 
done some good. They hav pretty effectually settled the 
fact that Bundy and Abbot, the partners in distress, 
are 80 much absorbed and blinded in the contemplation of 
their own superior culture and purity that they never will 
be able *' to see themselves as others see them.” They make 
too many mistakes, and by their mistakes they are Seriously 
injuring the cause which they claim to love. Quite a num- 
ber of prominent Spiritulisis, and even Una. rwood, hav 
seemingly through their influence sold themselves to the 
enemies of liberty, and are fast fitting themselves to become 
life members of the Young Men's Christian Association ; and 
itis barely possible chat some of them may hav the high 
honor of bolding Comstock's victims while he puts on tne 
iron boots and thumbscrews, 

But, say some, do you mean to justify Bennett, and do 
you mean to say that he has done no wrong? By no means: 
no true Liberal will make any such claim. Liberals as a 
body are as much opposed to infidelity to the marriage rela- 
tion as any other class of people. Our complaint is against 
those who hav manifested such a degree of gratification at 
his misfortunes and such a terrible 


; j 
Eprro& TRUTA BEEEER, Sir: The soldier who betrays 


immoral every way, and that he has ever lived the life of a 
hypocrite. 

We believe he has been no such man, He has lived sixty 
years in the world, and has ever, all his life, been the fearless 
advocate of unpopular doctrine. He has been very aggres- 
sive, open, bold, and able tostrike such blows as to make his 
presence a terror to his adversaries. Had there been any flaws 
visible in his moral character during all these years, his 
enemies (and he had thousands), some of them, would cer- 
tainly hav found them. Hesays that he has never before 
transgressed the proprieties of the married life; and we be- 
lieve he tells the truth, and we shall do what little we can 
to sustain THE TRUTA SEEKER. Whether Bennett shall con- 
tinue to act as editor or not is for him to decide. A man’ 
who acknowledges his errors, and respectfully solicits his 
‘friends to forgive him, especially one who has so conducted 
himself before the world for sixty years as to be entirely 
above suspicion, should not be abandoned and thrown aside 
for one mistake. BETHENA P. H. WirsoN, 

- Treron, Mcn., Nov. 27, 1879. 

Mns. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Madam: L hav just finished 
reading Mr. Bennett's confession. I am glad to gee him 
come out 80 square, frank, and bold, and acknowledge that. 
he wrote those letters. In doing so he has shown himself to 
be the first public man in the world that has ever had 
honesty enough to admit that he had ever done a wrong. 
Not even as pure a saint as Beecher would admit that he. 
ever did wrong, but said he had only been nest-hiding. I 
tell you L am glad to see the frankness and manliness in 
which Mr, Bennett came out. It proves to me that he has 
got more manliness left in him than all his Christian perse- 
cutors, He has not only shown himself to be a hero of 
Freethought, but a hero of frankness and honesty. He has 
not been the first to make a mistake, but he has been the first. 
with manhood enough to acknowledge it. Were all these 
men that are trying to pull Bennett down brought up before ` 
the great tribunal and told to answer the questions put to. 
them, they would hang their heads in shame. Liberals, I 
don’t think that we can afford to drop Mr. Bennett. He 
has done too much for the Liberal cause. His crime is not. 
half as bad as that of Abbot and Bundy. Look at what they 
hav done. They hav done that which no decent man 
would think of doing. I will close by sending you a little 
motto that was in old Hacker’s paper, of Maine, that I like 
very much. 

“ Bound to no party, to no sect confined, 
The world our home, our brethren all mankind. 


Love truth, do good. be just and fair with all, 
Exalt the right, though every ism fall.” 


Oris WHELAN. . 

OXFORD, O., Dec. 19, 1879, 

DEAR FRIENDS oF Taz TRUTH SEEKER : Yours of the 
20th is received. I hasten to remit you $3 due you up to 
January 1, 1880. As I wish to pay as I can I send postal 
order for $5; that is, $2 for 1880; and if I were able I. 
would surely giv THE ''RUTH SEEKER & powerful business : 
shove, but, alas! I am not. Tell Mr. Bennett to keep in 
good cheer, no stepping down and out in this case, bad as it 
is; indeed, I rather like that it happened just when it did, 
for Bennett’s friends can now see plainly what they were 
before at a loss to understand—I mean the trouble between 
Abbot and Bennett. This very foolish letter writing, I 
am thinking, will stop short, never to be done again while 
the old man livs. He says so, and I believe him. I like 
him for saying so too. Go on as you hav been, saying just. 
what you think, but as smooth as you can with truth, and 
you will be sustained in such a course. Abide your time as. 
best you can, and I think you will be chosen to steer your 
(our) ship through, clear of the breakers; and should ‘seas 
of inhumanity seem to overwhelm us, with D. M. Bennett: 
at the helm, we will hav nothing to fear. ` 

I believe it was Burn’s that wrote : 


“Ts there for honest poverty, 
Wha’ hangs his head and a’ that? 
The coward slave we pass him by, 
And dare be poor. for a’ that. 
For a’ that, for a’ that. 
Our toil’s obscure and a’ that; G 
Tho rank is but the guinea stamp, 
The man’s the gawd, for a’ that. 


Then let us pray that come it may, 
And come it shall for a’ that; : 
That sense and worth o'er a’ the earth, 
Shall bear the gra’, and a’ that; 
For a’ that and a’ that, 
It’s coming yet, for a’ that. 
When man to man, the wide world o’er, 
. Shall brother be, and a’ that.” 


There, now, Mr. Editor, if you feel like dressing this up, 
or adding to it anything for the benefit of the cause, do so, 
and put my name to it. Joun M, STERN. 


ATLANTA, TEXAS, Dec. 12, 1879, 
‘Inclosed find post-office order for $4.50, for continuance 
of TuE TRUTH SEEKER and a copy o! Ingersoll’s ** Mistakes 
of Moses ” I receive a copy of the Index. It reminds me 
of what Milton puts in the mouth of Satan, '* If I can't get. 
victory I will hav revenge." Infidelity is spreading every- 
where, but policy or dishonesty keeps thousands from own-- 
ing it. ‘There is very little interest manifested for religion 
here, only the name remaining ; still they try to starve an 
Infidel to death only because they cannot burn them as they 
once did. Put my name down for Mr. Bennett's forthcom- 
ing book, ** Ancient Gods and Ancient Religions.” I will 
remit as soon a8 I get the book or hear it is published. I 
shall want several other books after a while. ` 
' Yours for liberty and truth, J. B, EVERETT, 


Š BERNE, IND., Dec. 28, 1879. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: In compliance with your re- 
quest I let you know that your boyish notion does not 
lower you in my estimation. Dear sir, Iam an older man 
than you. Without this friendship towards the gentler 
sex life would not be worth living, as friendship, to every 
wiling mind, opens a heavenly treasure. 'There may the 
80ns and daughters of sorrow find sources of real pleasure. 
Happy the man or woman who has a friend formed by the 
God of nature. Well may they feel and recommend friend- 
ship for their creator—nature. 

Bundy and Abbot are only twitting you of the fate of the 
virtuous Joseph, who refused to comply with the request of 
his mistress and was cast into the king’s prison. I hope 
tiere is not a reader of THE TRUTH SEEKER who will be 
led astray by the malicious slanders and falsehoods of 
D. M. Bennett’s enemies. We all know they would sink 
him to the depth of profundity if they had the power. Let 
us not forsake the msn who is standing up for our liberties, 
as Mr. Bennett is doing. Jt is not often we get a man that 
will sacrifice his interest for ours, as he has done.. He has 


anxiety to magnify his 


errors and to prove to the world that he is and ever has been | my most cordial wishes for all 


that is manly, good, and 


fair, Youre, J, W. Bgepour, 


The Truth Seeker, Januar 17, 1880. 


AS 


KALAMAZOO, MICH., Dec. 26, 1879. 

Epiron or TEE TRUTH BEEKER, Dear Sir: Having read 
the grave charges brought against our suffering brother 
D. M. Bennett, also his manly letter of confession and defi- 
nite explanations thereof, T, claiming to be a Liberal Spirit- 
ualist, consider it my duty as one of ‘ said jurors” anda 
constant reader of THE TRUTH SEEKER to bid the editor.in- 
chief good-speed in the grand cause of liberty, in which he 
is so earnestly engaged, and I hav no desire to see him 
step down and out until some one can be found who is 
more worthy and who can prove to us, without the shadow 
Of a doubt, after sixty years’ battling with the- adverse 
winds of life, that his record is pure and spotless, and he 
can truthfully declare to the world, Lo! I am without sin, 
having never even stumbled. 

To such. a one I hav no doubt but our good brother Ben- 
nett would cheerfully submit his life work and retire. But 
until such & person comes forward, I say, Go on, D. M. 
Bennett; ws want TuE TRUTH ÑEEKER, and you for its 
editor. No one can regret more than I that such disastrous 
circumstances should exist or be brought forth at this time, 
However, I hav no word of condemnation for either of the 
parties most interésted, ‘To err is human," and I cau but 
regard the whole drama as another publicly recorded proof 
that there is something wrong underlying the great social 
Structure, of whigh we are all a part. 

May the gods hasten the day when no woman will be 
obliged to sell her soul or body to obtain a livelihood! See 
to it, ye friends of Liberalism everywhere, that the noble 
cause of liberty, the emancipa'ion from religious bigotry 
and superstition, be not retarded by the little social earth- 
quake that has lately favored the Liberal planet, but rise 
out of the confusion into which we hav been thrown, and 
gird on your armor, determined to fight valiantly to the end, 
even though it should come to light that ten thousand of 
Our brave soldiers had been guilty of love making or writ- 
ing silly love letters. : 

There was never greater need than now of honest, earnest 
‘warriors and a united, concentrated plan of action. Shame 
on those who allow the firing of an enemy's gun to cause 
their retreat, leaving the fort in the hands of the enemies. 
Again I say, rally, each and every one, and. join in the 
grand march to freedom for men, women, and children, 
ever remembering that *'eternal vigilance is the price of 
liberty." Yours, for the greatest good to the greatest 
number, Ina A. MOLIN. 


Hrirr's Forg, Onio, Nov. 30, 1879. 

Mrs. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Madam:* I write you a few 
lines to inform you that I will not desert you in this dark 
hour of trouble, ‘I hav always entertained the highest 
opinion of dear Brother Bennett, from the first acquaint- 
&nce I had with him, and if he has erred to some extent I 
think the great amount of good he has'accomplished far 
more than. compensates for his little, trifling, frivolous 
errors. I do sincerely hope that all good Liberals will stand 
by him and help to bear him through his deep troubles. I 
hope THE TRUTH SEEKER will still continue to liv and 
flourish. I will do all I can towards its support, although 
that is but little. I am truly sorry to think friend Under- 
wood has taken the course he has towards Brother Bennett; 
it is to be hoped he will see the mistake he has made, apd 
repent of his errors. As for John C. Bundy and F. E. 
-Abbot, I am not surprised at their conduct. I don't think 
there is anything too low and contemptible for them to en- 

age in. 
s Tou will please continue to send me Tug TRUTH SEEKER, 
and I will send you the pay for the subscription in a short 
time. I haven't the money now, but will hav it soon. 

Your sincere friend, Joun C. GockHanrr, 


RosEDALE, INDIANA, Dec. 15, 1879. 

FarkND BENNETT, EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: My verdict 
is, Not guilty. Go on in the great work of reform in which 
you hav done such noble work heretofore, and all friends 
of liberty will stand by you; your name will liv and be 
cherished by future generations, while the names of such 
cowardly traitors as Abbot, Bundy, and Comstock will be 
despised and looked on by all true friends of liberty as 
enemies to the cause of human progress. The mean and 
cowardly attacka made upon a man locked up in prison for 
no crime whatever are enough to damn any man, or set of 
men, who will stoop so low. Such vile and contemptible 
wretches as this beautiful trio are, ‘‘ Well might the sun in 
darkness hide, and shut his glories in." — ; 

Again I say go on, and the friends of liberty will stand 
by you in the noble efforts you are making in behalf of 
liberty, justice, and free thought, free speech, and a free 


‘ess, 
We ours truly in the cause of liberty, and justice, and the 
cause of truth, W. H. HALEY. 


à DoyLEsToWN, PA., Dec. 8, 1879. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: You wished all the readers 
of Tus TRUTH SEEKER to say whether you should step 
down and out or not. You got thirteen months and $300 
too much, by that Christian jury and judge, for daring to 
speak the truth. As you hav committed no crime, and 
are undergoing punishment, would it not be more honor- 
able for Abbot and Bundy to hold their peace and let this 
sentence go against the mistakes they discovered you made 
years ago ? or is it essential to kill THR TRUTH SEEKER in 
order to let their **kid gloved ” journals liv? Liberalism is 
gaining fast, and we should not stop its growth by fighting 
among ourselves. I do not care to get along without THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and care nothing for either the R.-P. Jour- 
nal or Index, I have watched Tar TRUTH BERKER close 
since A. and B. made their assault On it, and cannot see 
but what it draws as much water as ever. ‘‘ Long may she 
liv.” Respectfully, A. J. READING. 


LANARK, Ank., Dec. 8, 1879. 
Mr.. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir : I see that the beast and 
his image are upon you again. They seem determined to 
chew you up. They are determined to stop your letter- 
writing. They don’t like your letters to their master, nor 
the ones from ‘‘Behind the Bars," nor the ones you wrote to 
Bundy’s young angel of spotless white. I want you to con- 
tinue writing letters. I like them, and thousands of others 
like them. Your error was that you did not put them all in 

aper. 
Tight fellows, Some of your subscribers may be too cul- 
tured to support you any longer, but not many. Wife and I 
think just as much of you 8s before, and more. We admire 
a man that strikes square out from the shoulder, as you did 
in Tug Taura BERKER of November 22d. We will never 
leave you nor forsake you. You hav a place near the warm- 
est corner of our hearts, With all pu little faults we love 
Ou still, and evor pray (our way of praying) for a glorious 

dupe over your 


i i ; hurting the 
Continue those epistles ; they are 5 ! they cen labor longer in the same harness with D, M. Ben- 


Inclosed you will find one dollar, for which you willi 


please giv me credit on my subscription, 
i Yours truly, T. H. MONTGOMERY. 
| OGDEN, Uran, Dec. 25, 1879. 
| lnclosed please find P. O. order for ten dollars, five 
, of which place to my credit, and the other five please apply 
! on account of a.monthly donation of one dollar per montb, 
promised to sustain the TRUTH SEEKER while its worthy 
proprietor is behind the bars, 
I shall want some more books shortly and will send when 
I get ready. Put me down for the present for one of the 
** Gods and Religions of the Ancients,” to be issued shortly, 
now in course of preparation by D. M. Bennett. 
Like many of your subscribers I too hav received one or 
more copies of the 5,000 variously distributed Indexes to 
the character of the man Abbott, in his departure from the 
rule8 of honor and integrity, in reference to the Liberal 
League and its members generally. and Bennett and THE 
TRUTH SEEKER in particular. It would appear that he 
appreciates the vileness of his actions to which his disap- 
pointed-ambition has led him, as he seeks to make himself 
notorious by the gratuitous distribution of so many true in- 
dexes of the character of his actions. He surely (as the 
church would say)has got in the dark, and mistakes the 
character of the Liberal element, among whom he is seek- 
ing to establish himself by the exhibition of his notorious 
acts. In his darkness he has surely got in the wrong 
church, or outside of his ideal of the right one. He must 
think he is addressing a lot of dupes of church authority, 
who hav faith in the priesthood. He must be a dupe him- 
self, and truly in the dark, if he thinks his low, depraved, 
churlish, spiteful character displayed in his acts of wicked- 
ness his Index points out—if he thinks there is any true Lib- 
eral will indorse his proceedings. Can he not see that his 
very dirt and filth, in opposition to integrity of purpose, sre 
making his adversary stronger? The manly and truthful 
expressions drawn from the sad but honest soul of Bennett 
are the more endearing him to the loversof truth and hon- 
esty. The diabolical acts practiced against Mr. Bennett 
by this Christian in disguise hav produced from the depths 
of his misery, in his lonely cell, the truthful acknowledg- 
ments of a devoted supporter of human rights, who is will- 
ing to sacrifice his all on the altar of truth, regardless of 
the loss, individually, of his own inherent rights as a citi- 
zen, a man, and a brother. 

The acts of Abbot and Bundy two traitors to the cause of 
freedom, with their supporters, hav by their wickedness 
brought out more fully the true and noble hero in the cause 
of liberty and equal rights, and the more endeared, thereby, 
in the heart of the true lovers of humanity is the staunch 
and defiant D. M. Bennett, who dares the worst to accom- 
plish the right. Who would forsake the cause of right, 
with such a hero at the head, at the false cry of disappoint- 
ed ambition ? Let echo answer, Who ? f 

Now, my dear friend, made dearer to me and all the lov- 
ers of truth by the persecution you are suffering for the 
cause, your future is bright ; brace up. You hav the mag- 
netism of thousands drawn towards you for your support ; 
this must strengthen you, and you will yet see the outcome, 
and it will be a glowing day The victory of equal rights 
over the power of religion and gold. 

Yours for truth and right, 


JOHN A. Jost. 


SHELL Rock, Iowa, Nov. 22, 1879. 

FREND BENNETT: A copy of the Indew of October 20th 
was sent to me direct from the office, marked ''Sample." 
How Abbott got my address I know not. It contained a 
long article copied from the R.-P. Journal, edited by John 
C. Bundy. The head-lines of the article read as follows: 
t Another Imposter Unearthed.—The Would-be Martyr a 
Foul-mouthed Libertine.—D. M. Bennett, the Apostle of 
Nastiness, professing Devotion to his Wife, teaches Free- 
love.—The True Inwardness of a Filthy Concern Never 
Before Published, and now Exposed only in the Interest of 
Truth and Decency by a Special Agent of the R.-P. Journal.” 
When I read those letters I looked upon their publication as 
another raid on the life of Tae TRUTH SEEKER, and to cast 
another lasting stigma upon its editor, and I still look upon 
it more in that light than I do to hav been published in the 
interest of decency. When I received your paper of 
November 22:1, and read the confession you made, I confess 
that I was somewhat staggered ; but when I came to realize 
that you, like every other human being, were liable to go 
astray, my nerves became quieted. Well, brother, I admire 
the frank and manly contession you hav made; now let 
John C. Bundy take pattern by D. M. Bennett and confess 
his many past crimes; or has Bundy been washed in the 
blood of the lamb and has no crimes to confess? And all 
your self-righteous, wide-mouthed crew that are ready t% 
stab your enemy in the back when he ig down and not atiy 
to’ defend himself, confess your faults; your scape-goat 
religion will be of no account to you over there. 

ow, Bro. Bennett, you wished your friends to write and 

let you know how they feel in regard to supporting your 
paper and yourself, Ican only spesk for one. Your paper 
is what may be rightly called the people’s paper, or at least 
the thinking part of the people throughout the country, 
Its columns hav always been open and free to both friend 
and foe. For one I shall continue to support the paper as 
long as it is published, or as long as I am able to pay for it, 
notwithstanding what Mrs. Grundy may say to the contrary. 
That old lady and I had a falling out forty years ago, and hav 
never made up. When I am satisfied I am right, Iam going 
to go ahead if all hell rises up against me. es, Lam going 
to stick by your paper and you. If Mrs. Bennett can forgive 
why should not the world ? 

Now afew words to John C. Bundy. If you mean to 
charge D. M. Bennett with advocating Freelove, or, more 
properly, free lust, through his paper, you are guilty of a 
gross lie; and again, you insinuate that Mr. Bennett pur- 
posely brought the prosecution and imprisonment upon him- 
self for the purpose of bleeding the people that must sympa- 
thize with him as being persecuted. Another stab at him. 
I don’t uphold Mr. Bennett in writing the letters he did, but 
when I see the object of John C. Bundy in coming out as he 
has and when he did, it is enough to call out the sympathies 
of any person possessing the least feeling of humanity. 
John C. Bundy gave us not the name of his agent, but it is 
quite evident to my mind who his agent is in this case. 
Again, Buudy appeals to R. G. Ingersoll, B. F. Underwood, 
Dr. Peebles, and quite a number of others, asking them if 


nett. I don't know how they can well help themselves 
unless they face about and go with the church, The most 
of those men that Bundy appeals to hav been heart and soul 
with Bennett in laboring to free the human mind from 
priestly superstition and bigotry. If they continue in their 
noble work I am sure they will work shoulder to shoulder 
with D., M. Bennett. Mr. Bundy, your mask is too thin. I 
ean see through it as easily as through an old sieve, 


I hav written these few lines hoping that the best minds of 
the country will be as merciful towards a brother that errs 
as they would like to hav mercy shown to them under like 
circumstances. Yours in love, J. W. CUNNINGHAM. 


Oax Porr, Wass. TER., Dec. 12, 1879. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir : While you are imprisoned in 
a Christian dungeon we are trying in this remote corner of 
the globe to see if we could not cheer you a little by being 
prompt to renew our subscription and make a small dona- 
tion for your defense, and comfort your sorrow that this 
warfare is going on in the Liberal ranks, for as long as we 
cannot set a better example than our Christian persecutors 
we onght not,to boast of superiority. I am glad to see 
that the Liberals hav cut loose from the old, rotten political 
thraldom and decided to work on independent principles. 
I hav dropped party politics for a good many years, and 
hav made a rule to ask our candidates for office a few ques- 
tions concerning equal taxation and the like. If they would 
pledge themselves, I would support them and use my influ- 
ence among my Liberal friends for them, and if not, I 
would rather stay at home; and, acting upon that principle, 
the result has been that church property has been taxed to 
a certain extent and the adoption of as liberal a Constitu- 
tion as was ever gotten up by mortal mau, and the founda- 
tion is laid for this territory when it is admitted as a state, 
to be the home for Liberals and Liberal principles, and 
to prove it I will giv a few extracts : 

1. Declaration of Rights, section 4: ‘All persons hav a 
natural and indefeasible right to worship God according to 
the dictates of their own consciences ; no person shall be 
compelled to erect or support any place of worship against 
his consent, and no preference shall be given by law to any 
religious society, nor shall any interference with their rights 
of conscience be permitted; no religious test shall be 
required as a qualification for office, nor shall any person be 
incompetent to be & witness on, account of his opinions on 
matters of religion or finances.’ 

Section 2 says: ‘‘ All taxes shall be uniform upon the 
same class of subjects within the territorial limits of the 
authority levying the tax, and shall be levied and collected 
under general laws, which shall present such regulations ag 
shall levy a part of valuation for taxation of all property, 
real and personal." 

Section 3 says: “ The property, real and personal, of the 
United States, and the property of the state and counties, 
property of municipalities, common school property ; ceme- 
teries not ordered or used for private or corporate profit, and 
public libraries shall be exempt from taxation, and all laws ` 
exempting from taxation property other than hereinbefore 
mentioned shall be void.” 

On education section 12 says: ‘No religious test or 
qualification shall ever be required of any person as a con. 
dition of admission into any public school or educational 
institution of the state as teacher or pupil, and no sectarian 
doctrines shall ever be taught in the public schools in this 
atate, nor shall any funds set apart for educational purposes 
be appropriated for the support of schools controlled in 
part by any church, religious society, or sectarian denomin- | 
ation, and no appropriation from the common school fund 
shall be made for the support of any private school or sem- 
inary whatever.” f 

By this you will see that priest and church rule hav seen 
their day. Whenever we are admitted as a state, if you 
could make room for 1t, I would like to send you a copy of 
our Constitution to be presented in Tug TRUTH SEEKER, 
for I think it would interest a good many of your readers, 
especially those who would like to get away from a narrow- 
minded, priest-ridden community. But I will not trouble 
you auy furtber and will proceed to business. 

Inclosed please find $15.00, to be credited as per card 
order. Yours respectfully, 8. C. ScHARNHARRT, 


New OnrzANs, La., Dec. 5, 1879, 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I take pleasure in acknowl 
edging your book, ‘‘ From Behind the Bars,” and I herewith 
inclose a postal order for the same. 

I esteem you for the honest confession of your sins, and 
Iam truly glad of your sincere repentance for the same, I 
shall continue to take your paper, but I shall drop Bundy, 
I love and sympathize with every honest man, and I believe 
you are one ; but I hav & withering contempt for the man 
who can pounce upon one who is bound or in prison. [ 
think there is nothing so cowardly and mean or more 
malicious. ' 

Iam as well convinced that life is continuous, and tha 
after our bodies decay, die, and fall, we shall find ourselveg 
again just as We shal! hav made ourselves, intellectually and 
Pray. as I am of my present existence. So, therefore, I 

d neither a Materialist nor an Atheist. But shall I hate 
you and try to destroy you because you hav not this knowl- 
edge? No, never ! 

Iam pleased with your ‘Open Letter to Colgate." A 
withering sarcasm glares out from under the gentle gar- 
ments of your thoughts. If Colgate and his society had not 
an alligator’s hide they would writhe with horrible contor- 
tions under your last, but the devil has no common sensi- 
bility. You could not flinch him unless you should pierce 
his great sciatic nerve. So with Colgate—he of vaseline 
fame. ‘ Verily, verily I say unto you, he shall receive hig 
reward.” And this law is universal. 

Very respectfully yours, U. R. MILNER, M.D. 


RICHLAND, Micng., Nov. 80, 1879, 
{nclosed find three doliars, which 
I should like to make it 


FRIEND BENNETT: 
place to my credit for the paper. 
more but cannot at this time. 

I want to giv in my verdict, as I believe I hav it made up. 
Having read most of the evidence on both sides, I find for 
Bro. D. M. Bennett, first, believing from the letters alone 
that he cannot be the hardened sinner that Abbot and 
Bundy claim, but rather à novice in the art, and not by any 
means up to the equal of some of his enemies. Second, no 
woman who had wnat she considered of great value to lose 
would hav taken the best means to advertise to the world 
that some one, she thought, wanted what she had not, and 
try to extort money because he was foolish enough to think 
she had it. Third, that Abbot and Bundy’s course plainly 
shows that it is only jealousy tbat leads them to strike him 
when he is not able to defend himself, and the meanest kind 
of jealous rivalry at that. A fair, open business competi- 
tion challenges the reapect of all men, but the course pur- 
sued must forever brand Abbot and Buddy as moral cow- 
ards and assassins. 

Now then, Bro. Bennett, keep up good spirits, You will 
liv to come out of this honored, respected, and loved, while 
your assassins will be despised by every lover of justice and 
rights. Yours for free soil, free speech, free press, free 
mails, free money, free men, free women, free religion, and 

1a free God. Wa, 8, Losax. 


AG 


The Ernth Seeker, January 17, 1880. 


Thomas Paine. 


BY A. 0. GENUNG. 


Thou hero, sage and martyr, well combined, 
Brave friend and benefactor of thy race, 
Immortal Paine! : 
We honor thee again. 
Once more the busy round of mother earth 
Renews in us the memory of thy birth. 
With reverent hands we place 
Thy name among the worthies of our kind, 
Misunderstood, neglected, and maligned, 
But for all rancor, hated and forgot, 
Brave. generous Paine, 
Whose lofty soul despised all selfish gain, 
A hundred long, unjust, ungrateful years, « 
Each in its turn replenishes our tears, 
For thine’s, alas | asad, unhappy lot, 
Mankind’s best friend abandoned by mankind. 


No marvel that earth’s sordid priests and kings 
Delight to tarnish o’er the name of Paine, 

Bold, fearless Paine, 

Thy blows on wrong fell fast as April rain; 
The blazing luster of thy name sball stay 
When priests and kings shall all hav passed 

away. : 
Ah, power, and place, and mercenary gain. 
Bring not the recompense that grateful mem- 
ory brings. ` 
How soon the peace of those brave men takes 
wings, ; 
Who dare to brave the evils of their day, 

Firm, dauntless Faine, 

Thou too must share this necessary pain, 
Alas! that still a sordid, surpliced band 
Controls the fortunes of our native land! 

And sad the fate that finds the moldering clay 
Robbed of the fruits that faithful service brings. 


Who leaps to praise the soldier’s crimson steel, 

To juster claims of others oft grows blind. 

Kind, gentle Paine, 
Whose trade was not to swell the numbers 
of the slain, 
But whose long life was spent 
Ta gaining others’ comfort and content. 

Ts left to bear the many thrusts unkind, 
And bitter blame, that none but martyrs feel, 
Who envies him his spoil who stoops to steal 

The laurels green from off a dead man’s 

brow? 
Unselfish Paine, 
Despite traducers’ art thy fame shall never 
Wane; 
For while mankind remains a loyal few 
Shall keep the memory green of one so good 
and true, $ 

And all our children shall remember how 

TThy tongue and pen eut like Damascus steel. 
January, 1880. 


My Jewel. 
BY ANNIE PIERCE. 


There is a gem that was sentto me— 

A gift from the Father, full and free, 

But ’twas dropped by the messenger on his Way 
In a wilderness wild, where it hidden lay. 


A casket contained it of lovely mold, 

And brighter by far than the glitter of gold; 

A casket well formed to please the eye, 

For possession of which full many might sigh. 


The gem within was mine alone, 

And the casket, too, was all my own; 
But another first found the jewel rare, 
And quickly gathered a thing so fair. 


Too late! I came to find my own 

Close locked away in a house of stone 

With bars of iron and bolts of steel, 

Which only a glimpse of its wealth revealed. 


T knew in an instant the gem was mine, 
Sentby the Father, priceless, divine; 

But I could not prove that ’twas my own, 
And ’twas locked away in a house of stone. 


And what makes it harder for me to bear, 
This priceless gem, this jawel rare, 

Is a living. loving, human soul 

Incased in a form of lovely mold. 


And it cries to me in agonized tones, 

Release me, release me! I am thine own! 

But alas! I cannot; I am powerless, too. 

And the agonized wail my heart pierceth 
through. 


I can only watch through bars of steel 
With eyes that dark despair reveal. 
Ah, the gem is mine, and mine alone, 
But ’tis locked away ina house of stone. 


Ican only wait till we reach the shore 
Where boits and bars are known no more; 
Where each may freely claim his own; 
Where love ia king, and love alone. 


—— de 


REFERRING to the state of parties in France, 
The Bustander, a monthly review which has just 
appeared in Toronto and said to be under the 
auspices of Prof. Goldwin Smith, speaks as 
follows: As to the church, whatever her power 
may be, her fidelity to the cause of resection 
need not be doubted. From the language of 
.her champions it is plain that she has lost. and 
knows that she has lost her hold on the intel- 


lect:of the world; her domain, as her chiefs | TRUTH SEEKER. 


savior from religious doubt and perplexity 


that she is likely to win converts among the | 


educated. Here she will always hav a hard life. 
Miracle and relic hav hitherto been very wary 
in visiting the New World; and the recentin- 
cursion of St. Emilius with his bones has pro- 
duced results which must hav led the saint to 
doubt the wisdom, though he may glory in the 
boldness, of his enterprise, 
—————— 9 9——————— 


Maxx who attended Professor Huxley's leo- 
tures in New York three years ago were unable 
to understand the stress laid by him uponthe 
evidence which the genealogy of the horse 
affords in favor of the general doctrine of bio- 
logical evolution. His prediction that this evi- 
dence, decisive even as he advanced it, would 
be confirmed by fresh paleontological discov- 
eries, until even those least able to follow his 
reasoning would be convinced, was made a sub- 
ject of especial ridicule—ridicule well justified 
in one sense, though not exactly in the sense 
intended. The prediction has been amply con- 
firmed, so far as the discoveries Huxley antici- 
pated are concerned, but he was altogether mis- 
taken in supposing it would convince those 
ignorant of comparative anatomy. They reject, 
as of yore, the evidence which satisfies better- 
informed persons, though it is to be noticed 
that they limit their objections to objurgation, 
‘avoiding (as in their case is wise) the more 
effective weapons of reasoning and argument. 
Science owes to an American Daleontologist the 
additional evidence which Professor Huxley 
promised. The English scientist was able to 
show only the more recent ancestors of the 
horse, carrying back the series to the protohip- 
pus or hipparion, and the miohippus or anchi- 
therium, the former three-toed, the latter having 
three toes and the splint of a fourth. In the 
hipparion the additional toes had already be- 
come too small to be of service, but the anchi- 
therium may perhaps hav been able to use all 
three toes in walking,though probably not in 
rapid running. Professor Marsh, of Yale Col- 
lege, has added to the series some remoter 
ancestors of the horse, as the mesohippus, 
which had three usable toes and the splint of. 
another on each foot ; the orohippus, Which had 
four well-developed toes on each of its fore feet. 
but three only on the hind feet, and the eohip- 
pus. which had four well-formed toes and the 
rudiments of another on the fore feet, andthree 
behind. It is noteworthy that as the animal 
changed gradually by development from a five- 
toed ancestor (not yet discovered, though noone 
competent to form an opinion now questions its 
existence) to the present one-toed form, it in- 
creased gradually in size; noteworthy also that 
in recent cases of reversion, as in the famous 
“ eight-footed Cuban horse" (really two toes on 
each foot), the animal thus abnormally formed 
has in every case been below the average hight. 
—Herald. 


——— QD eo 


Let a boy place his stockings in an iron ches 
as he goes to bed, and lock them in with six 
padlocks, and in the morning one stocking will 
be found under the bed and the other on the 
stairs.—Detroit Free Press. 


SO —99————————— 
A LESSON IN MYTHOLOGY, 


I read to her, one summer day, 
A little mythologie story 

About the maid who laughed at love, 
And ran a race for love and glory. 


I closed the book. She raised her eyes, 

And hushed the song she had been humming; 
Glancing across the shady lawn, 

Isaw my wealthy rival coming. 


“ These ancient tales,” I gravely said, 
* With meaing wise are often laden, 
And Atalanta well may stand 
As type of many a modern maiden. 


Minus, of course. the classic scandal, 
But with no less of nimble grace, 
How many dainty slippered feet 
Are running now that self-same race! 


And when Hippomenes casts down 
His golden apples, is there ever 
A chance for love to reach the goal?” 
With saucy smile, she answered, '' Never!” 


Trose to go; she took my hand; 
(O Fate, you ne'er that clasp can sever 1) 
And, " Stay," she said, with sudden blush, 
“You know that I meant ' hardly ever.’” 


MATRIMONIAL. 


A gentieman, widower, wishes to correspond 
with ladies between the ages of thirty and fifty 
years, with the view to matrimony. Willgiv a 
full description, together with any other in- 
formation of himself required by his corre- 
Spondents. Please address througa this office. 

1t8 H. MANNING. 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LECITINMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 

A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
It is the best on the subject, 


must be conscious. now nearly coincides, as | #24 shows in the clearest manner that that sad 


far as simple and sincere faith is concerned, 
with the absence of popular education. Butin 
two chacacters she is still strong, and knows 
that she is strong; as tbe asvlums for minds 
which seek in blind submission a refuge from 
religious doubt and as the patroness and oracle 
of resistance to progress. In progress of any 
kind, political or socis), as well as intellectual, 
is her bane; of that she is doubly convinced 
since the ill-starred attempts of Plo Nono to 
lead reform in Italy and of Lamennols and his 
school to unmoor her from the social past and 
set her afloat on the rising tide of democracy. 
. . . Itis quite as much political reaction as 
mental infirmity that gives her so many con- 


tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 
Price 10 cents. ` D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth Street, N. Y. Olty, 


LOVE AND TRANSITION ; 
AN EPIC AND ARGUMENT. 
190 Pages well bound, |. SLOD 


WOMAN'S WAY OUT: 
Thirty-five Essays on Dress . . 10cents. 


PROGRESS vs, FASHION: 


verts among the aristocratic class in England. | Full Essay on Dress,10 cts., post paid, from 


On our continent it is only in the character of a 


this office 


READ THIS LIST 
OF 


STANDARD WORKS. 


Published by D. M. BENNETT, 
' 141 Eighth St., New York, 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers. By D. M. BENNETT, 
Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
second edition; enlarged and revised. Being 
ihe biographies and important doctrines of 
the most distinguished teachers, philoso- 
phers, reformers, innovators, founders of 
new schools of thought and religion, disbe- 
lievers in current theology, and the deepest 
thinkers and most active humanitarians of 
the world, from Menu down through the 
succeeding three thousand years to our own 
time. Price, cloth. $35; leather, $4; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $4.50. : 

The Champions of the Church: 
Their Crimes and Persecutions. By 
D. M. Bsnnerr. Biographical sketches of 
eminent Christians, from ihe time of the 
reputed founder of Christianity to the 
present. A companion book to ‘‘ The 
World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” 
Containing a correct history of the distin- 
guished ornaments and diabolical characters 
of the church. A full account is given of 
the bloody wars Which Christianity has in- 
humanly waged to spread its rule. It also 
givesa history of Jesuitism for three centu- 
ries. ‘The whole is based upon Christian 
authorities. Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Analysis of Religious Belief. By 
Viscount AMBERLEY, 80n of Lord John 
Russell; who was twice Premier of England. 
Complete, from the London edition. This 
remarkable work has attracted unusual stten- 


tion in England. It is the work of a brilliant 
young lord of Christian parents, who was 


brought up in the Christian faith, but who, 


upon investigation and reflection, became a 
decided unbeliever ; the result of which is 


the elaborate work here named, the prepara- 
tion of which occupied him several years. 
Price, cloth, $35; leather; $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

The Great Works of Thomas 
Paine, Complete. New edition. The 
cheapest and best ever sold. Contains Life 
of Paine; his theological writings—the Age 
of Reason, Examination of Prophecies, 
Reply to Bishop Llandaff, Letter to Mr. 
Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter to Camille 


Jordan, Of the Religion of Deism ; his po- 


litical Writinges—Common Sense, The Crisis 
(Nos. I. to XVI inclusive), and The Rights 
of Man. Allin one octavo volume, with a 
fine steel portrait of Paire. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $43 morocco. gilt, $4.50. 

Supernatural Religion: An In- 
quiry into the Reality of Divine 
Revelation, Decided:y the ablest work 
in this line ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
terest than this. lt was issued anonymously, 
and the great inquiry was, ''Who is the 
author ?” It is most damaging to the claims 
of Christianity, and its positions and state- 
ments have never been refuted by the clergy. 
It is very scholarly, and enters into the ex- 
amination of the original Greek in detail and 
with great exactness. Three 8vo vclumes in 
one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 
which sells at $15.00. The London Times, 
in speaking of this great work, uses this lan- 
guage: ‘‘ No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 
and effect on the thinking part of the com- 
munity as this work. It has done more to 
open the eyes of the ignorant and credulous, 
and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and 
superstition, than any other book.” Pub- 
lished complete in a volume of 1,000 pages, 
with afull index, at the following low prices: 
Cloth, $4; leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, 
$5.50. 

Nature’s Revelations of Charac- 
ter; or, Physiognomy Illustrated, 
Being the moral and voliuve dispositions of 
mankind as manifested in the human form 
and countenance. By Josepa Simms, M.D. 
This work is the fruit of twenty years’ dili- 
gent observation of nature, and presents a 
new and complete analysis and classification 
of the powers of the human mind and body, 
together with the physiognomical signs by 
which every faculty is disclosed. In one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 260 
cuts. Price, cloth, $33 leather, $4; mo- 
rocco, gilt «does, $4.50. 

Paine’s Theological Works. In 
one volume, comprising Age of Reason, Ex- 
emination of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop 
Llandaff, Letter to Mr. Eskine, Essay on 
Dreams, Of the Religion of Deism, etc., 
‘with a Life and fine sieel portrait of Paine. 
Cloth, $1.59. 

Paine’s Political Works. In one 
volume, comprising Common Sense, The 
Crisis (Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), The Rights 
of Man, and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait. Cloth, $1.50, 

Ehe Age of Reason. By THOMAS 
PANE. Large type. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. & 

The Age of Reason and the Ex- 
amination of Prophecies. By TROM- 
AS Parne. Large type. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 78 cents. 

Common Sense, By Tuomas Pare, 
His fitst and most important political work. 


| Paper, 16 cents, 


Octavo ;- 


Whe Rights ot Mian, By THOMAS 
Parse. S Written in detense of his fellow- 
man. A. work almost without a peer in the 
world. Large type. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 
8O cents. e 

Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BLANCHARD. 12mo. Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine, Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

The Heathens of the Heath, By 
Ww. MCDONNELL, author of Exeter Hall. 
A redicalromance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
$1.59. 

Career of Religious ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science,. 
By Hupson TUTTLE. An able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world. 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M. 
BENNETT. Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $1.00. 

The Humphrey-Bennett. Discus- 
sion, A debate between Rev. G. H. Hum- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of ‘‘The Truth Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
9. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3. Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is ` 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cloth (550 
pp.), $1.00. 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Prot. O. A. Burauss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian Uuiversity at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Ont., commencing June 29, 1875, 
Reported by John T. Hawke. First Proro- 
SITION: *''The Christian Religion, us set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
ang of divine Origin.” Burgess in the affirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. BECOND 
Proposrtron: ‘‘ The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin.” Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the neg- 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 80 centa. B f 

The Criced of Christendom: Its 
Foundati. Contrasted with its 
Superstructure. By W. R. GREG, au- 
thor of * Enigmas of Life," '* Literary and 
Social Judgments,” etc. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the ‘‘ Fortnightly 
Review,” says: ‘‘ Some twelve years ago, in 
& London drawing-room, one of our most 
zminent men of science asked, * Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg's Creed of 
Christendom? "They are bound to answer it 
—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg, coming later, had the advantage of 
access to Many able German researches, and 
his Work continues the most complete on all 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of ‘their warfare, 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally io 
so thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the'public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument-—occupying' precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable." 

One volume, crown octavo, with com- 
plete index. The London edition sold for 
$5. Price of American edition, cloth, $1.50. 

"he Underwood-Marples De- 
bate. Between B. F. UNDERWOOD, of 
Boston, and the Rev. Jomw MaxzrLEs, of 
Toronto, Ont. Held at Napanee, Ont., in 
July, 1876. Two propositions discussed: 
Firat: “That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are Illogical and con- 
trary .o Reason.” SECOND: ‘‘ The. Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond ail other hooks its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood de- 
nies, Reported in fu'l and revised by the 
debaters, 111 pp. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
60 cents. | 

interrogatories to Jehovah, By 
D. M. BENNETT. A series of close questions 
upon a great variety of subjects, trom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creation 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, the 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinsl points embraced by the 
Church. With a tulllength portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work.  12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Answer to the 
Questioun, Have we a Supernaturally-Re- 
vealed, Infallibly-Inapired, 4nd Miraculously- 
Attested Religion in the World? By.E. È, 
GUILD, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parts. 
Paper, 30 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Seeker Leaflets, ot two pages 
eaeh.(.'l'hirty-ywo in number; 4 cents per 
dozen; 8 cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $2.00 per thousand. i 

Adventures of Elder Triptolemus 
Tub, Comprises mauportant aüd startling 
disclosures concerning hell, its magnitude, 
morals, employments, Climate, ete. ( By 
Rev. Geroren Hoazns. A rich, interesting 


little work. Paper, LS cents. `- 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


The Truth Seeker, Jannary 17, 1880, 


57 


ANDREW STONE, M.D., 


Physician for the Last Twenty-three 
ears to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
, gienic Institute, Founder of the 
New Magnetic College, and 
Author ‘of “The New 
. Gospel of Health,” 

TREATS with remarkable suecess Pulmonary 
Consumption, Asthma, Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 
Diphtherta, Ci 
passages, by inhalation of Ais system of cold or 


cool. Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach irom Being 


] perverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 


een the practics of antiquated systems. 

By this WONDERFULLY PERFECTED sys- 
tem, patients &re successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
outthe necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
press, With very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—based 
in the first place, upon a searching DIAGNOSIS- 
of each case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning's urine (urinary Sanguinis). showing 
the condition of the blood, or psychometric ex- 
amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 

oth, as may be deemed essential, where per- 
sonal presence is not had. . 

: FEES.—For the first month, $15, includin 
analysis and diagnosis; or $35 for a course o 
three months’ treatment, securing inhaler, with 
whichever one of the following inhaling vapors 
is found to be needed, viz. The Bal 
Tonic, The Expectorant, The Anti-Asthmatic, 
The Anti-Homorrhagic, The Anti-Septic, The 
Magnetic Blood. A with effectual reme- 
dies for Cough, for Night Sweats; Vital Tonics 
Magnetic Embrocations and Plasters for relie 
of Pain and. Soreness, and every medicament, 
magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to each 
patient. Thousands of patients are thus an- 
nually successfuily treated at their own homes 
that are not personally attended, because, un- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
stantly deputed in each case, bringing about 
Wonderful visible effects, 

Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Drinology, iin Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 
gressive physicians that cannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 

The art of healing taught in this College com- 
bines the science of Auimal and Vital Magnet- 


. ism, Medicated Electricity, Equalizing and Ad- 


usting the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 
using into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 
System Vital Force by Impartation and Induc- 
tion of Psychic Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers, . 

The vitalizing magnetic power of healing by 
Sun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
.od deficient primates, and causing elimination 
of effete matter by cutaneous secretion. The 
doctrine taught at this College is emphatically 
to construct, to build up, to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 

Analysis and full report of case made for $5; 
independent of any treatment. Packages 
transmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 

on, and stamps for return answers must be 
inclosed in all cases, or no reply will be nade. 


Address, AwpREW rons, M. D., Con- 
sulting and Attending Physician, Bowery 
Place, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y. 17 


atarrh, and all diseases of the air | m 


CHRONIC. DISEASES. 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, an 
the various causes, physical and social, leading 
Soe ar aa ar 
50Ka, Al 
MEDICAL COMMON SENSE — neariy 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DH. E. B. FOOTE, 
of 120 Lexington Ave. New York, to whom ali 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19, 1878. Mr. Bennett’s 
RUTH SEEKER thus speaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: “ We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts, 
that he is aman ofthe highest incentives and 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medicai works possess the highest value. 
and nav been introduced and thorougly-read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
xreat benefit they hay derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
has 80 ably imparted. 
Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE. Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion. by mall, postage prepald, only $1.60. Con- 
tents table free, AGENTS WANTED, 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
129 East 28th Street. New York. 


JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 


| clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
‘must 


, containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 
$1.25. : 


This book contains the principal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made-against, the Pantateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 
phlets that hav been surreptitiously. issued are 
incorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic, inimitahlein its ervle. and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, auu pathos, 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size, price $2.50. 

Small Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament). 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, 


By Barony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


6 to $20 per day at home. Samples|Imperialorlarge size . . . . 40cente 
U. worth $5 free, Address STIN- | Photo or card size ee ee ee 20 " 
ON & 00. Portland Maine. 1y21 Life-size Lithograph, 21x27 . . . 50 " 

. Postage paid. 


$606 & week in your own town. Terms and 
$5 outflt free. Address H. HALLETT & 
OO.. Portland. Maine. iy21 


: $2 A WEEK. $122 day at home easily made, 


Outfit free. 
aine. 


FS 


PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE, 


—EMBREACING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 


CAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2. It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and prosoriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases, It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, sexual relation. 
ship, marriage, parentage. and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. Jt fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 before 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 

led free, Contents table 


Address TRUE & Co,, Augusta. 
1y31 


ous, Debility, Impotency. Epilepsy, Paralysis, 
Neuralgia, Rheumatism, atarrh, Asthma, 
Bronchitis, Consumption, Dvsentery, Piles 


ress , B. KINGET, M, D.. 


tion Free. Add ‘ 
0 817 E. 14th Street, New York. 


ct25. 


FIFTY CENTS 
2 Will pay for 
DR: FOOIES HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year and for the AMERIOAN ILLUSTBRAT- 


ED PnoNouNcOING PookET DIOTIONARY, con- 
taining 30,000 words. 


ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE'S 


a HEALTH MONTHLY EN 
d for a large center-table boo 
containing the Complete Works of Shakspere ! 
all aubssubers Ms the Monthly and works 
ree of postage. ress 
i RBAY HILL PUBLISHING CO., 
me 129 Ei. 28th st., New York city. 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
' Davs in Athens. 


Being the Translation of a Greek Mss, dis- 
covered in Herculaneum. 


BY FRANOES WRIGHT 
Containing a copy of the head of Epieurus.; 
Price 16 cents, For salo by B TT, 
f 143 Righth Bi. N, X, City, 


D. M. BENNETT. 
141 EIGHTRE 8T., NEW YORK. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION, 


: Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures.” 


OoNTENTS.—" The Gods.” "Humboldt," “Thos. 
Paine,” * Individuality,” " Heretics and Her- 
egies,” Price, 50 cents. 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and. 
other Lectures.” 


CONTENTS, —" The Ghosts.” " Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “ Declaration of Independ- 
ence,” “ Farming in Illinois," "Speech at Oin- 
cinnati,” “The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream.” Price 50 cents. 

Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00, 

Photographs of Mr, Ingersoll, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: ^" i 

Imperial, or large size... .. -.--. 40 cents. 

Photo, or card $026... .......... 20 cents. 

Life-size lithograph, 91x21. ...-« 50 cents. 


Postage paid, 
Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25. 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t.. New York. 


Five Dollars 
Will Do: 


It will pay for THE TRUTH SEEKER one year 
and a copy of either of the following great 
Works: The World's Sages, Thinkers. and Re- 
formers, The Champions of the Ohurch. Vis- 
count Amberley's Analysis of Religious Belief, 
Thomas Paine’s Great Theological and Politi- 
cal Works in one large volume; or a copy of any 
two of the above works without THE TRUTH 
SERKER, Postage paid on ali. ^ 


Àn Essay on Money 


BY A. B. BROWN. 


Just the thing for Greenback clubs and for 
campaign purposes, as well as invaluable to all 
who take an fnterest in the great question of 
Finance, whether they favor tha Greenback 
theory or no 


t. 
^ s $1.20 dozen. 
Toa SER NOE Eighth ste Now York, 


What 


FROM 


!IBEHIND THE BARS, 


A SERIES OF LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 


D. M. BENNETT 


WHILE IN PRISON IN 


LUDLOW-STREET JAIL. 


SHOWING THE 


Injustice of his Mock Trial and. 
the Meanness of his Perse- 
cutors, with Reports of a 
Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
Europe and in 
this Country. 


ALSO GIVING A 
Succinect Account of the : 
Thousands of Christian Perse- 
cutions that hav Taken Place in 
the Centuries Gone. The Cruelties 
which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
which is added some of 
MR. BENNETT'S 
LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 


PENITENTIARY, 


650 pp., 12mo, with steel plate engraving 
of the author. Price, $1.50. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


SIXTEEN SAVORS OR NONE; 


5 ; 


The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
eal Gun. 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. PERRY's “ Six- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed, 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars ot the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isa reviéw of Kersey Graves''' Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” Hoe claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Rible, 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav metand answered 
&nd thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry's 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his * Ecclesiastical Oourt,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other aud sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their erosa-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selves, but condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This teature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn "state's evl- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perrythat is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes iliustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities, 
One reader pronounces it, " A thunder-biast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not azreuse spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the abjest argu- 
ments both zor orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $i. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 


ASTROLOGY. 
Future Foretold. 


me. E. H. Bennett, so well known to the 
S of Tug TRUTH SEEKER, and the Ameri- 
can public generally, may be consulted on any 
affairs of life, domestic and business, Oalls or 
letters from one dollar, and a full written 
horoscope, giving full diagnosis of character, 
report on health, and a complete resume of the 
ast, with correct report of ail future events, 
rom three to ten doilars. Address, in ‘all con- 
fidence. H. BENNETT, 73 South Wash- 
ington Square (Fourth Bt.). N. Y. att 


Six Lectures on Astronomy. 


By Phor. RICHARD A. PRoOTOR. 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city, in the winter of 1875-6. and were re 
orted honographicall expressly for THE 
RUTH SEEKER by Miss M. S. Gontcharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever dee 
livered by Professor Proctor. and oughtto be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents. 
The titles of the Lectures are: 
I. Growth of Worlds 
IL Lifeand Death of Worlds. 
Til, Other Worlds than Ours. 
IV. Other Suns than Ours. 
X. The Great Mysteries of the Universe, 
YVL Eecligieon and Astronomy. 
D, M, BENNETT, 1 1 Eighth Bt, N. X, 


LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The Trath Seeker Office 


Thomas Paine, F. E, Abbot, 
Paine's Bust. Frothingham 
Paine’s Monument, Wendell Phillips. 
Voltaire, Emerson, 
Rousseau, Garrison, 
Humboldt, Henry Bergh, 
Goethe, Peter Cooper, 
Schiller, .R. Burt; 

Aug. Oomte, . P, Andrews, 
Hoine, alt Whitman, 
Alex. for è Froude, 

Jobn Milton, Max Muller, 
Goldsmith, Warren Ohase,} 
Shelley, Jas. Parton, 
Byron. Wm. Denton, 
Burns, Dr. Slade, 
Washington, A.J. Davis, 
Franklin. Foster, 
Jefferson, J. M. Peebles, 
John Adams, Frances Wright. 
J. Q Adams, E. V. Wilson, 
Madison, G. L. Henderson, 
Jackson, Prof. Fiske. 
Lincoln, Fred Douglas., 
Lincoln’s Monument, N. P. Banks, 
Gerrit Smith, . V. Nasby, 
Henry O. Wright. Beecher, 

J. S. Mill, Tilton, 

Sumner. Moulton, 

Edgar À. Poe. G. W. Curtis, 
Greeley, Th. Nast, 
Castellar, J. G. Bennett, 
Tennyson, Chas. A. Dana, 
Darwin Phoebe Carey, 
Tyndall, Alice garor. 

H. Spencer, Elizabeth O. Stantox 
Huxley, Busan B. Anthony, 
Proctor, Lucy Stone, 
Draper. Julia Ward Howe, 
Bradlaugh, as, Cheney, 
Holyoake, Paulina Davis, 
Ingersoll, Mary F. Davis, 
Underwood, Emma H, Britten 
Mendum, Lizzie Fowler, 
Seaver, Mrs. Slenker, 

L. Colby, Busan H. Wixon, 
Dr. Hare M. Bennett, 


Judge J. W. Edwards, W. 8. Bell 


Lizzie Doten. . O Bundy. . 
Mrs. J. Conant. . S. Jones. 

Dr, Mary E, Walker Asa K., Butts, 
(full figure). iW. F. Jamieson. 


Geo. Francis Train. Kersey Graves. 


and hundreds of others, including generals, 

statesmen, poets, actors, actresses, etc. at 10 

cents each singly, or eleven for one dollar. 
Neat Albums, by mail, to hold 80 photos., 

60 cts., to hold 60, 80, 

D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St, New York. 


KNOW THYSELF 


HE untold miseries that re- 
sult from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medicai work 


MED- 
UTE, Boston, 
Jantitled T'he Science of Lifes 

AAE MAN Or, Self Preservation. Ex. 
hausted vitality, nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by theerrors of youth ortoo 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 

Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. Tt is a standard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten.times the price of thebook, Bound in French 
clath ; price only $1, sent by mail post-paid. 

The London Lancet says: “No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. 

The author refers by permisrion to JOS. 8. 
FISHER, President; W.1. P. INGRAHAM. vice- 
President; W. PAINE, M.D.; 0, 8. GAUNTT, 
M.D.; H. J. DOUCET, M.D.; RH. H. KLINE, M.D.; 
J. R. HOLOOM 5, M.D. ; N. R. LYNCH, M.D. ; and 
M. K. O'CONNELL, M.D.. faculty of the Phila- 
delphia University of Medicine and Surgery; 
also the faculty of the American University of 
Philadelphia; also Hon. P. A. BIBSELL, M.D., 
President of the National Medical Association. 

Address Dr. W. H. PAR 
Boston, Mass. The author HEAL 
may be consulted on all 


KER, No.4 Bulfinch street, 
dig- 
et rach ae and Z THYSELF 


BIBLE OF BIBLES: 
TWENTY-SEVEN 


‘DIVINE REVELATIONS” 


CONTAINING 
ALSO A DELINEATION OF THE CHARAO- 
TER OF THE 


Principal Personages of the 
CHRISTIAN BIBLE, 


AND AN 
Examination of their Doctrines. 


BY KERSEY GRAVES, 


Author of “The World/s Six- 
teen Crucified Saviors,” an 
"Biography of Satan.’ 


The ground gone over by Mr. Graves 
in the course of this new work is simply as- 
tounding, and the literary labor performed is 
worthy of receiving the approximate rə- 
ward of an extensive reading at the hands of 
the pubjic. In the sixty-six chapters into 
which the book is divided, almost every ques- 
tion of interest which arises in the mind at the 
mention of the word BIBLE is considered in 
that straightforward style which has made the 
volumes of Mr. Graves so extensively sought 
alter. 


Cloth, large 19mo., 440 pp. Price, $2.00, 


stage free. 
postage f D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th St.. New' York, 


An Article for Ladies? Use. 


To be worn monthly. Prevents soiling of 
linen. It is perfe&tly easy and comfortable, 
causing noinconveniencetothe wearer. Ladies 
who hav used it would not be without it for any 
money. It will be sent with full direction for 
$1.00, Address Mas. J. M. Pent, Lyndon, Osage 
county, Kan, 8m eow 
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Gems of Thought. 


IT is worse than useless to depiore the irre- 
mediable.—Symonds. 


WxaornE communities may be insane as well as 
individuals.—Bishop Butler. 


But past, who can recall, or done undo? 
Not God omnipotent, nor fate.— Milton. 


Tus aphorism of Lavater is good. Trust him 
little who smilingly praises all alike, him less 
who sneeringly censures all alike, him least 
who is wholly indifferent to all alike. 


Hx who does not rise when itis time to rise, 
who, though young and strong, is full of slotb, 
whose will and thought are weak, that lazy and 
idle man will never find the way to knowledge. 
—Buddha, 


A MILL&TONE and the human heart 
Are driven ever round ; 
If they hav nothing else to grind, 
They must themselves be ground. 
—Longfellow. 


By ourself: the evil is done, by ourself one 
suffers; by ourself evil is undone, by ourself 
oneis purified, Purity and impurity belong to 
ourself. Noone can purify another.—Buddha. 


WE must beware of admitting into our souls 
the belief that there is no soundness at all iu. 
arguments. Let us rather believe that itis we 
ourselves who are not sound; but let us act like 
men and bestir ourselves that we may become 
80.— Socrates. : 


IF a fool be associated with a wise man all his 
life, he will perceive the truth as little as a 
spoon perceives the taste of soup, If an intel- 
ligent man be associated for one minute only 
with a wise man, he will soon perceive the 
truth as the tongue perceives the taste of soup- 
—Buddha. 


WE would gladly see the good qualities of 
humanity strengthened and increased, but the 
dwarfing fetters of ‘creeds we Would see de- 
stroyed. Humanity works for the good of men 
and women here on the earth, the creeds strug- 
gle for the good of a God above the clouds. The 
former is far to be preferred.—D, M. Bennett, 


Tux word trivial, in its etymological origin, is 
loaded with a forcible lesson. It is derived 
from the Latin word trivium. which denotes the 
meeting place of three roads, a place where 
idlers spent their time, loitering to see what 
passed and to discuss the worthless items and 
gossips of the day. How much weightier are 
ae suggestions of the word solitudel— W. R. 
Alger. 


Dears is better than life! ah, yes! to thousands 
Death plays upon a duleimer and sings 

That song of consolation, till the air 

Bings with it, and they cannot choose but fol- 


low 
Whither he leads. And not the old alone, 
But the young also hear it and are still. 
—Longfellow, 


OrroumsTances Often determine how much 
show a man shall make, To be famous depends 
on some fortuities; to be a president depends 
on the acute smellers of a few politicians and 
& mysterious set of wires; to be rich depends 
on birth or luck; to be intellectually eminent 
may depend on the appointment of Providence; 
but to bea man,in the sense of substance, de: 
pends solely on one’s own noble ambition and 
determination to liv in contact with God’s open 
atmosphere of truth and right.—Star King. 


WHEN two goats meet upon a narrow bridge 
over deep water, how do they behave? Neither 
of them canturn back again, neither can pass 
the other because the bridge is too narrow; if 
they should thrust one another they might both 
fall into the water and be drowned; nature, 
then, has taught them that if the one lays him- 
self down and permits the other to pass ever 
him, both remain without hurt. Even so peo- 
ple should rather ,endeavor to be trod upon 
than to fall into debate and discord one with 
another.—Luther, 


WEHEN I am assailed with heavy tribulations, 
I rush out among my pigs rather than remain 
alone by myself. The human heart is like a 
millstone in a mill; when you put wheat under 
it it turns and grinds and bruises the wheat to 
flour; it you put ao wheat, it still grinds on, 
but then itia itself it grinds and wears away. 
io the human »agrt, unless it be occupied with 
soma amploymem. leaves space for the devil. 
who wriggles himseltin, and brings with him a 

. Whole host of evil thoxghts, temptations, and 
tribulations which grind ths heart.— Luther, 


LEARNING depends on the learner. No more 

` truth can be conveyed than the popular wind 

can bear. Death is seen as a natural event, and 

is met with firmness. A wise man in our time 
caused to be written on his tomb: 


“Think on living,” 
" The name of death was never terrible 
To him that knew to liv." 


The saying of Mareus Antoninus it were hard 
to mend : “It were wellto die ifthere be gods 
and sad to liv if there be none."— Emerson. 


I WouLD ask how or by what unerring rule a 
man is able to know when he has got the ''true 
church or tne spirit of the Holy Ghost in him?” 
Thousands hav in all ages fancied that they 
knew they had these things, but of these confl- 
dent believers great numbers afterwards found 
out that tney were mistaken, owned up that they 
had deceived themselves. and little by little they 
outgrew the faith of childhood and adopted the 
broader, grander, and nobler views of plain, 
practical common sense, which knows no god 
higher or better than good men and brave wom- 
en, nO heaven happier than pleasant hemes 
here in this beautiful world; no hell worse than 
the consciousness of an erring, misspent life,— 
Elmina Drake Senker, 


Odds and Ends. 


Now 18 the good time to lay in the winter’s 
cold. pees 

Tuar man who pays cash is a person of no 
account. . 

OnunoH fairs are no good in any month that 
has no bazar in it. ` 


OBITUARY. 


Put away his shoe and stocking, 
Put away his painted ship; 

At the Golden Gate he's knocking— 
Little Tommy. Let him R.T. P. 


Tur rage for pottery painting has had its day, 
After all, the fine esthetic taste of the Boston 
girl has come acwn to the belief that baked 
beans are the best decorations for dinner- plates. 
—New Orleans Picayune. 


IT was a very mean man who slipped his hand 
between the headsof a young man and young 
lady in the front seat as the train entered atun- 
nel He said afterward the young man’s beard 
was Very stiff but the pressure on the other side 
of his hand felt like the tips of a fur tie. 


AN English undergraduate at examination, on 
being asked to repeat the parable of the Good 
Samaritan, thus did it: ''A certain man jour- 
neyed from Jerusalem to Jerichoand fell among 
thieves.” Then hestopped. "Go on, sir,” said 
the examiner, ‘‘And—”. “And what? Go on, | 
sir.” 'Andtheihieves sprang up and choked 
him!" triumphantly ended the youth. 


THE SERENADE. 


Only a maid at the window 
Waiting her lover's call ; 

Only an old spring bonnet 
Made over for use this fall. 


Only a blue-eyed bulldog 
Pacing the garden path; 

Only a pair of coat-tails 
Bear witness to his wrath. 


Only the maiden's fellow 
Sitting within his room; 
Only some seatless trousers 
To tell of the bulldog’s boom. 


MAUD MULLER ON ICE. 


Maud Muller, on a Winter’s day. 
Went out upon the ice to play. 


Beneath her Derby gleamed her locks 
Of red banged hair, and her crimson socks. 


She skated about from ten to two, 
And then a hole in the ice fell through. 


On the bottom of the pond she sat, 
As wet and mad as a half-drowned rat. 


A man With a hickory pole went there, 
And fished her out by her auburn hair. 


And her mother is said to hav thumped her well, 
Though just how hard Miss Maud won't tell, 


And hung her over a stove-pipe to dry, 
With a thumb in her mouth and a fist in her eye. 


Alas, for the maiden ! alas, for the hole! 
And’rah for the man with the hickory pole ! 


For the truest words of tongueor pen 
Are," A skating girl's like a heádless hen!” 


A TRUE STORY ABOUT ANIMALS, 


One damp afternoon the turtle came waddling 
out into the big room to borrow a little sand to 
lay his eggs in. 

“My friend," the elephant said, *‘ yours is a 
very hard case.” 

Yes.” the turtle replied, * but while there's 
life there's soup." 

Theelephant was greatly astonished, for he 
didn't know the turtle was given to that sort of 
thing at all; and all the other animals x "inned, 
because. you see, it wasn’t often the elep ^t 
met anybody in the menagerie who could talk 
to him. 

** Well." said he, after a pause, "it's a good 
thing your back is so broad." 

“Yes, it is,” replied the turtle, " because 
there's no telling what make comb of it.” 

The animals cheered softly, and the elephant 
looked amazed. G . 

* Well. old-go-a8-you-please." he said, pres- 
ently, '' you pay as you go, don't you." 

" Oh, yes,” the turtle said; ‘‘ I hav to shell out 
every once in a while. How's hides?" he asked, 
cheerfully. 

“Oh, they're easy,” the elephant said; “a lit- 
tle loose, maybe, but nothing to worry over. 
House-moving business keeps up, I reckon ?” 

“Yes, yes.” the turtle said; " Nothing ush- 
ing particularly. but I’m in and out all day. 
Nothing unusual in shawl straps, is there?” 

The animals cheered at this delicate allusion 
to the trunk business. and for the first time in 
his life the elephant looked as though he were 
come to lose his temper, but he rallied, and 
said: 

“ Oh, no; much the same as usual; justakind 
of hand to mouth business. By the way, didn't 
I see your father’s old overcoat up in front of 
the restauraat yesterday ? 

“ I guess you did,’’said the turtle; "he wasn’t 
the kindof a man to die and make no sign, 
Going down into the billiard room pretty 
soon ?” 

They elevhant said no, they’d hav to excuse 
him; but if they’d “wait till the hyena came 
along. he’d hav some native whine with them.” 
And then the turtle said, "all right, he'd drop 
in about tusk.” And the menagerie went to 
supper that night with the greatest enthusi- 
asm. But the elephant was very quiet, and 
only spoke once, and that was to ask the ostrich 
where he supposed the turtle grew to be so 
cute? And the foolish bird of the desert tossed 
an iron bolt-head down his throat and replied: 

" Picked it up. I reckon." 

And then children, the elephant grinned, and 
said there seemed to be an epidemic in the 
menagerie, and he leaned up against.the centre- 


'| pole and went to bed. 
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FAMILY CREEDS. 


3 BY ` 
WILLIAM McDONNELL, 


Author of “EXETER 
HALL,” “HEATHENS OF THE 
HEATH,” etc. 


To any who hav read either of this 
favorite Liberal writer’s other ro- 
mances, it only need be said that this 
is not inferior to them. 468 pp, 

In cloth, $1.25. : 


For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y. 
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THE GREAT SPECIALIST, 


Treats all Private, Chronic, and Sexual. 
Diseases with unprecedented success. The: 
thousands of cures he is performing annually 
substantiate this fact. He has at this moment | 

atients in every State of the Union and in the 

ritish Provinces. Every reader of this who 
has any affection of the Head, Throat, Lungs,.' 
Heart, Stomach, Liver, Kidneys, Bladder, Bow- : 
els, Womb, Genital Organs, Rheumatic or Neu- | 
ralgie Difficulties, or Eruptions of the Skin, 
Blood Impurities, Tumors, Oancers, or any | 
ervous Affections, or diseases of the Eye or 
r, are invited to write to Dr, Fellows, whose: | 
system of practice is entirely original, omitting: , 
all Drugs and Mineral Medicines of both the 
Old and New schools, hence reliable. The Doce- | 
tor’s crowning medical achievement hag been: 
in the discovery of an external or outside ap- 
plication for the permanent cure of Sperma» | 
torrhosa and Impotency as the result of self; 
abuse in youth, sexual excess in maturer years, | 
and other causes, producing some of the fol-: 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
of Bight, efective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Mociety of Fe- , 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- ! 
er, tes ete, rendering marriage improper or | 
unhappy. 

Dr. allows has prescribed his external rem- 
edy for 1,500 cases without a failure to cure ina 
single case, and some of them were in a terri- 
bly shattered condition ; had been in the In- 
pane asylums, many had Falling Sickness— 
Fits ; others upon the verge of Consumption ; 
while others again had become Foolish and 
hardly able to take care of themselves, For 
further information address, with two 8-cent 
stamps, Vineland, New Jersey, where Doctor B. 
P, Fellows is permanently located, and obtain 
his private circular on * Spermatorrhoa and 
its Cure," or, if afflicted with other com plaints 
his large circular treating on the above-name 
ehronie diseases, both containing sworn evi. 
denges, which is convincing and positive test’. 
mony to the Doctor’s great skill. In order tb at 
all can avail themselves of his services he bias 
placed his terms at a very reasonable figure , 


LFrom the Denver (Ool.) Rocky Mountain Her: ala, 
"Dr. Fellows is à successful specialist fo r a] 
the diseases which he claims to cure, such as 
chronic and sexual complaints. His wonderful 
skill and success are bringing kim hundreds of 
cases weekly by letter and otherwise from all 
over the United States.” . 

From The Boston Investigator ] 

* Dr. Fellows is a physician of superior edu- 
cation and extensive practice in private, chron- 
ic, and sexual diseases. We don't 8ee any need 
of priests for anything, but as a good ‘DOCTOR is 
in our syes, a benefactor of mankind, we woul 
advise the reader if ho p got any 2 the dis. 
eases mentioned, an oesn’t want to kee 
them, let him write to Dr, F E 
haalth 
office. or even religion, 


JUST ISSUED, . 


A FREE BOOK FOR. THE SICK. ` 
Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form ; | 


shows how Ohronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice. It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family : 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address : 
and a three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing. | 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO. | 
129 Bast 28th Street, N. Y. 


Third Annual Congress 


OF THE 


National Liberal League 


i HELD AT 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 
September 13, and 14, 1879. 


Contains Speeches made and Letters read, 
also list of Liberal Leagues, Officers for 1879-80; 
Work of the Convention, Gonstitution of the 

eague, How to form Auxiliaries: Reports of 
Officers, eto. 

rice, 26 cents; five for a dollar, 
D. M. BENNETT, 


14 Eighth St, New Kork city.. 
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which is better than tonen and obtain 


+| largely mythical in its enaraoter. 
‘4 us a number of copies to be disposed of in the 


iJ some first-class house. 
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Great Co-operative Colonv. 
NOW FORMING IN NEW YORK. 
Send 20 cents for pamphlet and Constitution to 


H. E. SHARPE, 
2074 East 9th street, N. Y. 


t3 


A RARE CHANCE! 
‘THE COMMONER, 


The most Radical, Anti. Ring, Anti-Clique, 
Anti-Monopolistic Greenback-Labor 
Paper in the world. Pub- 
lished weekly $1.50 
per year. 


BLANDS 


Life of Gen. B. F. Butler, 


One of 


The most readable books ever written. 
200 pagos; price, 50 cents. 

We send the “ Life of Butler " and the ” Oóm- 
moner ” three months.to any address, for 50 
cents. Address, MOSES HULL & OO., 

2t: 46 School St., Boston. 
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EVERYBODY SHOULD READ 
THE 
NATIONAL LIBERAL LEAGUE: 
WHAT IT IS AND WHAT 
IT IS NOT. 
BY CHARLES J. HERBOLD. Price 10c. 


It is a real good lecture and a useful one too; 

broad, Liberal, and to the point.— Mrs. Elmina 
ake Slenker. 

I eonsider it & very able and interesting 

essay and one that should bo circulated over 

the country by the thousands.—Kersey Graves. 


WHAT IS FREETHOUGHT? 
BY THOMAS WINTER. 
Price 10 cents. Mailed on receipt of price by 
ALFRED 


Publisher and Bookseller 


4t3 Cincinnail, O. . 


WANTED, 


By ayoung Infidel, In good business, some lady 
Object, mutual improvement 
and possibie matrimony. None but Materialists 
need answer. Address “H. O. O.," care Lock 
Box 161, Dallas, Texas. 2t8 


The Bible of To-dav. 


By JOHN W. CHADWICK, minister of 
me Second Unitarian Church, Brooklyu, N. Y. 
his is undoubtedly one of the most valuable 
and truthful works that has ever been written 
on the Bible, and is the first book in the English 
language that gives an accurate account of age, 
origin, and character of the various books com- 
posing the Jewish Scriptures. The work is 
candid, learned, and eminently free from preju- 
dice and bitterness. The author consulted , 
largely Kuenen, Robertson, Baur, Ewald, Zel- 
ler, Davidson, J. H. Allen, Matthew Arnold, 
Colenso, Knappert. Reville, Nicholas, Oort 
Hooykaas, Noyes, Milman, DeWette, Westcott, 
J. J, Taylor, E. H. Sears, Renan, R. Hanson, Dr. 
J. Muir, Keim, Schenkel, Dean Btanley, Jowett, 
R. W. Greg, Emanuel Deutsch, Tregelles, Oo- 
querel, Mackay, Neander, Aiger, Prof, Fisher, 
aad others. It is such a digest of ali the reliable 
nuthoritios on the Bible as can no where else 
39 found. S 
Every person who wishes to know the whole 
‘ruth about the old Jewish Scriptures should 
send for this volume. , Price, $1.50. 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 sth’at..N.Y. 


What Is the Bible? 


BY J. T. SUNDERLAND. 


He holds that so-called sacred books are nat- 
uraliproduets of the human mind, and givs an 
outline of the origin and growth of the various 
bibles of the world, drawing analogies between 
the historical development of the Jewish Bible 
and other great sacred books, and demonstrat- 
ing religion to bealarger and richer thing than 
Jew, Christian. or Pagan has understood. The 
second chapter is devoted to the Bible, its ori- 
gin, growth,the men who wrote it, when they 
wrote it. and Why; the third shows the difflcui- 
ties in the way of the theory of infallibility of 
the Bible, and their serious increase with the 


| growth of scholarship and science; the fourth 


treats of its inspiration and revelation, consid- 
ering its claims as a classic and as the parent 
of Monotheism. It is a very broad and catholic 
work, answering the questions which naturaliy 
arise in connection with religion, and negating 
the assumption of an infallibie word of God. 


Price, $1.00. 1 
For sale by D. M, BENNETT. 
141 Bightn st., New York. 


THE ROOT OF THE MATTER. 
SAMSON ; 


A M.yth - Story of the Sun. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ac- 
eording to the Holy Men 


of Old. 


The author of these works flnds the Bible 
He presents 


interest of THE TRUTH SEEKER. All who pure 
chase will therefore aid THE TRUTH SEEKER to 
the amount of their purehase, or add to the 
Bennett fund as they may choose. 

Samson, 20 cents; Gospel of the Kingdom, 4 


.| vols., each, 30 cents. 


Situation Wanted, 


A gentleman thoroughly conversant with the 
English. German, French, and Italian lane 
guages, quick in figures. writing a good hand, 
desires a situation as generai correspondent in 
Best of references 
given, and salary expectations moderate. 
dress E. Ezdort, Oleveland. Ohio, 62 Water at. 
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Notes and Clippings. 


THERE is some talk of forming a local League 
at Corning, Iowa. 


Tun Liberal League of Port Jervis. N. Y.. 
numbers forty members. 


A FaEETHOUGHT Association has been formed 
at St, Olf, Minn. 4 


Ww. Busu will answer calls to lecture on 
Liberal subjects. He may be addressed at 1,111 
-Olark avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 


Tux Liberals of Kansas City, Mo.. held a pre- 
‘Jiminary meeting for organization at Knights 
-of Pythias Hall on the evening of January 18th. 


INDIANA has the largest school fund of all the 
"&tateB, It carries $11,600,000 in school property 
and $9,000,000 in the state treasury, a total of 
$20,000,000, or $70 to every child in the public 
schools. 


h Tue Liberal League of Wilmington, Del., has 
free discussions at half past ten every Sunday 
morning and sometimes lectures in'the even- 
ing. Materialists and Spiritualists heartily 
unite in these meetings. 


A yours who had for two years figured de- 
voutly in the ceremonies of a Catholic church 
iu London as an acolyte was recently before 
& police court. charged with pilfering from the 
costly vestments, jewels, and sacred vessels of 
the church. eae ee 


Mns. H. 8, LAKE will lecture before the Lib- 
eral League of Port Jervis, N. Y., on Sunday 
evening, the 25th inst. She desires to make 
other engagements in New York, Pennsylvania, 
Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, and Iowa. She may 
be addressed in care of this office. 


Tux Liberals of Chicago will celebrate Paine's 
birthday this year. Col. Ingersoll will be the 
orator of the occasion, and the proceeds of his 
lecture will be contributed by him to a fund to 
be raised to providea statue of Paine for one 
of the publie squares of that city. '''The world 
moves.” 


In the town of Berlin, Canada, there are four- 
teen churches—one for each 400 of the popula- 
tion, The people claim that there are more 
churches and less religion, more drinking and 
less drunkenness, in Berlin than in any other 
town in Oanada, The population is mostly 
German. 


E. OAMPFIELD challenges * each and every 
minister in the state of Kansas” to debate the 
proposition, " The Bible is entirely of human 
‘origin, absurd, and unscientific, and teaches a 
defective code of morals.” As that proposition 
iis manifestly true, we pity the minister who 
undertakes to dispute it with Mr. Oampfield. 


The Eleventh Annual Convention ofthe New 
England Labor Reform League meets in Science 
Hall, 718 Washington street, Boston, on Sunday 
and Monday, January 26th and 26th, three ses- 
sions daily, A, H, Wood, Angela T, Heywood, 
Mrs. M.8. Townsend Wood, Dr. J, H. Swain, A. 
D. Wheeler, E. H. Heywood, and other speakers 
are expected. 


Ons of the prominent religious papers of this 
city is so impressed with ,the importance of 
sailing under the banner of * Peace on earth, 
good willto men,” that it prints as its motto, 
** With malice toward none and charity for all,” 
In a recentjissue it accused a minister of its 
own denomination of " a gross misstatement of 
fact,” and in the issue of last week accused him 
of" giving as facts things that are not facts.” 
The accused brother retorts in good style, 


Tue following incident of the severe weather 
in Paris is related: '" On Sunday evening more 
than 100 workmen appeared in a body at the 
Police Office of the Palace of Justice, most of 
them leading by the hand wife and children, 
and stated that, having neither work, food, nor 
shelter, they wished to be detained as vaga- 
bonds, The request was refused. They then 
proceeded to a Commissioner of Police, who 
acknowledged the justice of their plea, and 
granted their request.” 


Tux prospectus of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, atruly 
bold. independent, Liberal journal, appears in 
this issue of the Blade, THE TRUTH SEEKER 
should be in the hands of every lover of Free- 
thought inthe land. Its columns teem weekly 


| —Dubuque Herald. 
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m 


with the most crushing blows against that p. 29^. the choir. Fhis,as may be surmised, created 


ular superstition which has for so many wea. 
ages chained the donsciences of men anu 
smothered reason. It would be of inestimable 
value to mankind if a good Liberal journal 
could be sent to every home and fireside in the 
land, and there is none better qualified to do 
kood than TEE TRUTH ÜEExER.—Oloud County 
ade. 


A STORY is going around; we trust it is not a 
fact, but faith we'll print it, A gentleman of 
this town ordered an article of a certain mer- 
chant. Another merchant in the same line of 
&oods called upon the gentleman who had 
ordered the goods and remonstrated with;him 
for having given the order to his (the mer- 
chant’s) rival, claiming that he should hav had 
the preference, as he was a member of the same 
church as the gentleman, whereas the merchant 
who had received the order was of a different 
denomination. The order was countermanded 
and the church member made happy. If it has 
indeed come to this we would suggest the ne- 
‘cessity of our merchants hanging out their 
signs, Presbyterian Hardware Store,” " Meth- 
odist Grocer,” “All Baptist Horses Shod Here,” 
ete., ete.-Oorning Courant. 


Tue fact that the New York Bible Soclety is 
publishing an edition of the scriptures con.- 
taining numerous errors has occasioned an 
animated dispute between the soclety and 
Henry Ward Beecher. The latter declares that 
he will not giv.one.eent-toward th® support of 
an organization that publishes a Bible which 
is false, and the society replies that better 
judges than Mr. Beecher declare the edi tion of 
which he complains to be all right. If the so- 
ciety makes any mistake it is in publishing 
the Bible in its entirety for general dis.tribution 
among families. The book might biò wonder- 
fully improved by leaving out a large part of 
the Old Testament, for there are jpages and 
pages of that Testament so'grossly immoral, 
that no father having the welfare of ‘his children 
at heart would permit them to ‘read them. 
There is nothing in "Cupid's ‘Yokes —for 
sending copies of which throug;h the mails 
Bennett was committed to the ‘penitentiary— 
half so corrupting and demoralizing as many 
passages inthe Old Testament that might be 
mentioned. Why people will denounce e obsceni- 
tyin one case as degrading and praise it in 
another as elevating and refining isa puzzle. 


ACCORDING to Hubner’s “ Statistica 1 Tables of 
the Countries of the Earth,” there are in the 
German Empire 25,600,000 Evangelical Ohris- 
tians, 14,900,000 Oatholics, 28,000 Orthodox Greek 
Christians, 612.000 Jews, 6,0000f all otiher denomi- 
nations or of none. In Austro-Hu ngary there 
are 23,800,000 Oatholics, 3,600,000 Evangelical 
Ohristians, 7,220,000 Greek and othe: Christians, 
1,365,000 Jews, 6,000 Mohammedans and others. 
In France there are 35,390,000 Oath .olics, 600,000 
Eyangelical Christians, 118,000 Jew s, 24,000 Mo- 
hammedans and others. In Great Britain and 
Ireland there are 26,000,000 Protestaz its of various 
denominations, 5,600,000 Oatholies, 26,000 Graeks, 
etc., 46,000 Jaws, 6,000 Mohammeda: i8 and ot/hers. 
In Spain there are 17,500,000 Oatholi.cs and 1.30,000 
adherents of other denominations. In Kuro pean 
Russia there are 56,100.000 Orthodox: Greek O hris- 
tians. otc., 2,680,000 Evangelical Christians, 7,.500,- 


000 Catholics, 2,700,000 Jews, 2,600,830 Moham,me-.: 
dans, and others. In Belgium there are 4,.920,- | 
000 Catholics, 13,000 of the " Refommed Ohurch,": 
2,000 Jews, and 3,000 belonging to other denomi- 


nations. In Sweden and Norway there are 
4,182,000 members of the Evangelical Church, 
4,000 Greek Ohristians, and 2.080 Jiuws; the num- 
ber of Catholics is not officially given; it is 
estimated at about 1,000. 


On Sunday evening the Congregittional ch arch 
of Brantford, Ontario, was thrown into a state 
of turmoil by some personal alilusions ir: the 
Rev. B, P. Barker’s farewell serinon. A large 
number of people were present, The reveicend 
gentleman, in giving his reasons for his de- 
parture,charged & portion of tlie choir: with 
having placed obstacles in his way, sayingir that. 
he had never had an hour's peace on accorant of 
the actions of some of them. This arouse.d the 
ire of a gentleman in the choir, who pro mptly 
arose, and from the choir gallery—direct ly op- 
posite the pulpit—he called upon the srieaker 
to desist, as he was insulting every mem, bar of 


“y| auite a commotion. 
\ [ordered the interrupter to sit down. The latter 


Cries .2£" Civ it to’em, Barker!” were heard in 


the fron `t 86 
Some of th 


heavy shon Yer w 
had to rema in in. 
satisfaction 


1 


The preacher instantly 


vietorted that if any further insults were offered 


j would “turn on the organ" and drown the 


worms voice. During this controversy a lady 
in t. LA 
ats as the minister laid on the lash. 


pointed a. '—ar 88 to leave the ohurch; but as & 
*he lobby, where they had the 
Of hoa, ing all that was said. 


*^metieians are again at 
B ru tigoigg 1 arit. ure and blackboard. 
taking the area of heave ?- Some time ago 
a Lutheran minister ga,"9 the world the 
benefit of his calculations, w, uch showed just 
how many persons’ the heaven), V city would ac- 
commodate, giving each one of the redeemed 
aroom about the sizo of a hotel , bedchamber. 
Another genius is 110w heard from ,' the New 
York Observer. He is not so literal b," the mat- 
ter of accommodations, but makes his , "eckon- 
ing for "standing room only.” This ex, "ert in 
mathematics states tbat ths heavenly city | Will 
hav an area of 2,250,000 Square miles, wh. ich 
equals 98.010,000,000 square feet, Allowing thn "e 
square feet for each person, would giv standina ` 
room for 10,890,000,000 persons, and two square 
feet for each person would giv such space for 
24,602,500,000. According to such a computation, 
heaven will hardly be a desirable place. The 
Lutheran calculator made it something like a | 
jail or a cheap lodging house, The Observer's, 
man makes itas uncomfortable as a street car. 
It is not very encouraging to a company of 
weary and rheumatic old Christians, sorrowing 
over the ills of the present, life to tell them that 
there is a glorious heaven before them where 
each one will be allowed a space of two or three 
square feet to stand in. The weary might 
reasonably hope that they would at least be pro- 
vided with something soft and substantial to 
lean against. 


AT the last meeting of the Wayland Liberal 
League, the following action wa's taken: Mr. G. 
W. Morehouse said: Mr. President: William M. 
Totten, our friend and co-laborei: in the cause 
of truth and liberty, is no longer among the 
living. He has gone to his eterna, rest in full 
sympathy with all who are working for the 
complete emancipation of mankinc! from any 
and every form of mental and phys ical bond- 
age, His thoughts were entirely unf2ttered by 
fear or superstition. He died as he ha d lived, a 
sincere and earnest man. He, like all men, had 
his faults: but no one can truthfully say that 
they were not more than balanced by his vir- 
tues, His ideas were original, and oft en bril- 
liant, There was wot a single grain of hypoc- 
risy in the man. If it be a fault to giv f. sarless 
utterance to that which we honestly beli eve to 
be true, that, then, was his great fault. He 
spoke right from the active, impulsive brai n his 
honest emotions on every subjeot. His life -his- 
tory is ended. His words and work liv, Hehas 
done nothing for which any human tribunal 
would punish him for a single moment, ana! we 
hav no reason to think that any possible sup :er- 
human judge could be less ienient, mercii'ul, 
andjust, To the last he was the friend of L.!b- 
erals, and counted them as his true friend's. 
Though his sickness was long and trying, ke 
never for a moment swerved from the best con- 
vietions of truth reached by him while yet body 
and brain were in the full vigor of rnature man- 
hood. We will, all of us. continue to regret his 
Joss. Itis fitting and proper that ‘he members 
ef this League should giv expression to our 
censideration for his memory, an d our sympa- | 
thy for his bereaved wife and chilctren, Ithere- 
fore offer the following resolutior s: “Resolved, 


‘That by the death of William M. "l'otten, occur- 


ring the 29th ot December, 1879, the Wayland 
Tilberal League has lost a useful a.nd respected 
member, à worker in the cause of humanity. 
and its members hav losta true and: tried friend. 
Resolved, That in expressing our s orrow for his 
loss, and in offering this tribute of respect to 
his memory, we also extend our most sincere 
and heartfelt sympathy to his afflicted family." 
The resolutions were unanimo usly adopted, 
and were ordered printed, toge/ther with the 
introduetory remarks, 


senter portion of the churob fainted. | 


Events of tbe Week. 


TuHE tide of immigration is increasing. 
THERE is asmall-pox panic at Ottawa, Canada. 


| THE Rev. Mr. Winslow, the Boston forger, has 
e members—those more directly been seen in South America. 


A NEGRO in Virginia was lynched on the 11th 


‘as prevailing at the time, they | for eloping with a white girl, 


Luna diseases are becoming very prevalent 
and fatal in Deadwood, Dakota. 


A VILLAGE in Spain has been destroyed by 8 
landslide, , Several persons were killed. 


Harr a million pounds of beef and mutton 
left this port for England on Monday last. 


A sRIP worth $160,000 was sunk in this harbor 
a few days ago by Collision with a steamer, 


THE llet of murders and suicides in thts city 
for the pust week has been unusually large. 


Nearous are leaving Mississippi for the North 
and West at the rate of five hundred per week, 


A BAILWAY collision at Southport, England, a 
ra daye rgo, killed three persons and injured 
wenty, 


THE Maine election trouble is at last settled, 


.The Legislature has elected Daniel F, Davis 
go Vernor, 


Tu." annual meeting of the Society for the 


Suppression of Vice took place on Monday 


evening, 19th. 


Tris said that pack trains, loaded with arms 
and ammunition, hav been sent to the hostile 
Utes by the Mormons, 


Tur City Clerk of Leavenworth, Kansas. a 
very pious youag man, has been sent to jail for 


four years and six months for embezzlement. 


Tue Pope has ordered the Belgian bishops to 
hav all Oatholic children instructed in paro- 
chial schools, regardless,of the public schools, 


Tum Rev, Mr, Bason, of Norwich, Conn., is 
again in hot water. He is now pitching into 
the Selectmen for granting licenses to people he 
did not like. 


A Prous minister in Kensico, this state, has 
been found guilty of kissing several of the mar- 
ried females of his flock. He was warned to be 
more discreet in future. 


A SERVANT GIRL in Oberlin, Ohio, recently 
attempted to poison the family with which she 
worked, but gave them an overdose, so they 
survived. She is in jail, 


By the explosion of coal gas in the hold of a 
European steamer in this port a few days ago, 
two men were killed instantly, and several hav 
died of their injuries since. 


Tux jury in the case of the Rev. Mr. Hayden, 
who was tried for the murder of Mary Stannard, 
failed to agree. Theystood eleven for acquittal 
and one for murder in the second degree, 


Every building in the town of Prince Arthur’s 
Landing, Manitoba, was more or less damaged 
by theshock of & nitro-glycerine explosiona 
mile distant a short time since. No one was 
killed, 


Tar distress in Ireland is becoming more in- 
tense. The workhouses and almhouses are 
full, and thousands are actually starving, and a 
great deal of money is being subscribed in this 
eountry for their relief, 


Iris a New Jersey parson this week, The 
Rey, Mr. Trumbower of West Hoboken was 
arrested on Saturdsy last for drawing a 
pistol on the husband of a lady with whom it is 
charged he was too intimate. 


Our city authorities hav a flt of spasmodic 
virtue at present. A few nights ago they raided 
a dance house and arrested about four hundred 
menand women. On last Sunday they arrested 
fifteen violators of the Sunday liquor law. 


Tas Bhepaerd's Fold, a religous charitable 
asylum for orphans, was overhauled recently 
by the authorities of this city. Twenty-five 
half-starved children, many of them suffering 
from filthy diseases brought on by neglect, 
were discovered and cared for, The minister 
in charge was arrested. 


| says, “to call loudly for independence.” 
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The Rostrum. 


Paine, the Political and Religious Reformer. 


AN ADDRESS BY B. F. UNDERWOOD.—-CONGLUDED. 
‘We may not approve all the views advanced in 


the * Age of Reason," but while candor and courage. 


and disinterestedness are admired among men we 
cannot but respect the motives which impelled Paine 
to give the work to the world, and the lofty spirit 
which sustained him in the personal sacrifice which 
its publication demanded. He was not a man indif- 
ferent to popular. favor, but he loved truth better 
than he loved the approbation of his fellow-men, 
and he was less anxious to receive the applause than 
to improve the condition of mankind. He saw great 
and pernicious errors firmly rooted in the popular 
mind, sanctioned by ages of ignorance, and regarded 
with feelings of reverenceeby millions. An exposure 
of these errors involved an attack on the cherished 
convictions of the American people, that were then 
speaking his praises, aud of millions in Europe who 
regarded him so highly that, had they the power, 
they would have raised him toa level face to face 
with earls and dukes. But the man who had defied 
the British monarch, and called upon the feeble colo- 
nies of America to rise in rebellion against the 
mightiest government on earth, was not to be de- 
terzed from giving to the world any opinions that he 
thought would make mankind better and happier. 
He could face the prejudice, bigotry, and hatred of 
the multitude in exposing their superstitions as 
courageously as he had attacked the pretensions of 
kings and asserted the sovereignty of the people. 
With a disinterestedness never surpassed and rarely 
equaled he bequeathed as his last gift to the world 
his thoughts on religion, knowing that his motives 
would be impugned and. his name covered with 
reproach by the millions from whom he had received 
such signal honors for his great and acknowledged 
services in the cause of political freedom. Under 
these circumstances the publication of the “Age of 
Reason? was the bravest act of his life. 


" To side with truth is noble When we share her wretched 
Ere hee ate bring fame and profit and "tis prosperous to 
Then itis the brave man chooses, while the coward stands 
Doubtings in bis abject spirit, till his Lord is crucified, 


And tne multitude make virtue’ of the faith they once 


denied, F 
For amenity sweeps onward; where today the martyr 
stands 
On the morrow crouches Judas, with the silver in his 


hands; : 
For in front the cross stands ready and the crackling fagota 


burn 
While the booting mob of yesterday in silent awe return |. 
To glean up the scattered ashes into History’s golden urn.” 


- Paine's fidelity to himself and his continued devo- 
tion to humanity cost him his good name. From the 
time the * Age of Reason? appeared, the author 
became an object of aversion, hatred, and slander. 
His great services in the cause of popular govern- 
ment were ignored or disparaged, or, if admitted, the 
purity of his motives was denied. Most of the old 
companions, from fear of losing their own popularity, 
forsook him. Unfounded falsehoods were circulated 
respecting him. The clergy painted him as a hid- 
eous, horrible monster. And when death came, and 
the grave had received him, his memory was insulted, 
and he was represented to the multitude as a de- 
praved and miserable wretch who, 
“Dying, left behind 
A name linked to no virtue but a thousand crimes.” 

And because he wrote the “ Age of Reason,” giv- 
ing to mankind his honest thoughts on religion, the 
Christian world is still unwilling to do him justice, 
to give him even his meed of praise as a Revolution- 
ary and pre-Revolutionary writer. His nameis rarely 
mentioned in our Fourth of July addresses. The 
books used in our schools for exercises in reading 
and declamation, which contain extracts from 
the addresses and writings of the other prominent 
actors in the Revolutionary drama, have no para- 
graphs from Paine, although “ Common Sense,” the 
“ Crisis,” and “ Rights of Man ” abound in beautiful, 
‘brilliant passages, inculcating lessons of loftiest 
patriotism. His portrait was not long ago denied 
a place among those of his compatriots that adorn 
the walls of Independence Hall, in Philadelphia, 
the very city in which he wrote his * Common Sense,” 
the work which “ led the people,” as Samuel Adama 
It now, I 
am informed, occupies its proper place. Our orthodox 
literature still uses its influence to conceal the merits 
and blacken the character of Paine. Thousands of 
tracts are in cireulation, intended for the ignorant 
and eredulous, that repeat the stale falsehoods about 
hia life and death. The orthodox clergy, to demin- 
ish the influence of his works, still disparage and 
vilify him, while the great mass of Christians are 
yet accustomed to regard him as blasphemous scoffer, 
a vulgar, profane writer, and a moral monster, whose 
life was one continued career of drunkenness and 


. terror, made so by the remorse which filled his guilty 


| adage that “republics are ungrateful,” we would 


author could I reconcile it to my principles to mae 
money by ‘politics or religion. .But I must be in 
everything as I have ever been—a disinterested vol- 
unteer.” . 

He gave the copyright of “ Common Sense” to 
every state in the Union, when, had he been so 
disposed, he could have realized a handsome fortuve 
by the profits accruing from its sale. He gave up 
the copyright of the * Rights of Man” in favor of 
the public, after refusing an offer of a thousand 
guineas from a publisher. “In a great affair,” he 
wrote, “when the good of man is at stake, I love to 
work for nothing, and so fully am I under the influ- 
ence of this principle that 1 should lose the spirit, 
the pleasure, and the pride of it were I conscious 
that I looked for a reward.” 

Another instance of hia disinterestedness was the 
publication of “Public Good.” Virginia was mak- 
ing a claim for unoccupied Western territory. Paine 
thought—and rightly, too—that this territory shovld 
be kept for the general government for the rapidly- 
growing population at large, and he published the 
work named, opposing Virginia’s claims; when a 
proposition was before the Virginia assembly to 
remunerate him for his Revolutionary writings. He 
was at this time very poor. His needy circum- 
stances, attracting attention, were the cause of the 
unsolicited proposition. But he would not giv up 
advocating a just measure, althongh he knew the 
result would be a loss to him personally. 

_Paine’s philanthropy was as boundless as it was 
disinterested. “The world is my country; to do 
good, my religion,” he wrote in his “ Age of Reason.” 
His labors in these countries for the happiners of the 
people will ever remain proof that this noble senti- 
ment came from his heart, and was the mainspring 
of his life. j , 

His moral courage has already been mentioned. 
This quality was most conspicuously shown while he 
was in France. Ordinary men would have yielded to 
the public clamor, or at least have remained quiet, 
where Paine boldly stood up for the principles of 
justice and humanity at the risk of his life. Hig 
whole career was a grand exhibition of unswerving 
devotion to what he conceived to be right, regard- 
less of personal consequences. He felt contempt 
for every kind of cowardice. d x 

His independence of character never forsook him. 
He maintained his self-respect and manly dignity 
when his former associates had abandoned him, and 
when his books and a few faithful friends were his 
only compania, He was stung to the heart by the 
ingratitude manifested toward him in his old age, - 
but he never made the least effort to recover his 
popularity by one word, one line, or one act that was 
not consistent with his principles and in harmony 
vm the whole tenor of his life. 

aine was a man of incorruptible integrity. 
Not one ast of dishonesty stained his public EA 
nor have his most bitter assailants been able to 
point to one act of injustice toward any man during 
his long and eventful life. 

Paine was a man of simple habits, unostentatious 
manners, and republican tastes, “I had rather,” he 
wrote, “see my horse Button eating the grass of 
Bordentown or Morrisania than see all the pomp 
and show of Europe." 

As a writer Thomas Paine undoubtedly deserves 
to rank among the ablest in our language. We are 
familiar with the saying of a witty Frenchman 
“The object of language is to conceal our 
thoughts." 

Paine was ignorant of the art of writing so as to 
conceal his real thoughts. Every sentence from his 
pen was stamped with his intense individuality. and 
luminous with the light of his own mind. Aristotle 
rays, * He who would bea teacher must think ag 
wise people do, but speak as the common pecple 
do.” The thoughts of Paine were those of a saga- 
cious and profound mind. He gave these thoughts 
to the world in a style peculiarly his own. So 
plain and lucid, so terse and vigorous, that a child 
can grasp his meaning, while there are but few men 
who can peruse his works without profit. In the 
simplicity of his style, as Jefferson remarks, he 
resembles Franklin ; but his style is more nervous 
and vigorous than that of the great philosopher 
There is truth in the statement of Croly, the author 
of the “Life of George the Fourth,” who says 
* Paine, like a young Spartan warrior, went into 
the field stripped to the last thread of prudent 
conventional disguise, and thus not only fixed the 
gaze:of men upon his intrepid singularity, but. 
exhibited the vigor of his faculties in full pla » 
He uses but few embellishments, but he never Joke 
for a happy illustration with which to convey the 
full force of his thought. All his works abound in 
passages full of compact thoughts beautifully and 
elegantly expressed. There are few, if any, writers 
whose works contain more noble, generous senti- 
ments. He used wit and sarcasm freely, but to his 
credit it must be said he never used these weapons 
against any person or principle unless he thought 
they were opposed to the interest of the people 
Some who have paid a high tribute to Paine as a 
political writer have condemned him for the use of 
irony and sarcasm in the “ Age of Reason.” But it 


debauchery, and whose death was one of unutterable 


soul and the fate which he saw awaiting him beyond 
the grave. 
Surely, if we wished to prove the truth of the 


not have to travelto distant lands nor go back to 
ancient times for an illustration. 

It was the power, directness, and irresistible logio 
with which Paine attacked revelation that caused 
the influence of his work to be dreaded and himself 
to be so bitterly assailed. He examined the Bible 
with the same fearless spirit with which he had ex- 
amined the English Constitution, and he exposed its 
errors and absurdities, and refuted its claims to a 
superhuman origin, in the same clear, concise, and 
forcible style that had proved so effective in his 
attacks on monarchical government and the preten- 
sions of kings. He-took the arguments which had 
been confined chiefly to the learned, which had been 
used by those who, like Collins and Bolingbroke, had 
| written for the educated class, and made them, by 
the simplicity of his language and the clearness of 
his illustrations, easily understood by the common 
reader. Writers more learned kad preceded him in 
the same field, but none who possessed the same 
happy faculty of engaging the attention, exciting 
‘the interest, and convincing the understanding of 
all classes alike. 

Paine had studied the Bible carefully, and was 
familiar with every part of it, let the clergy say 
what they will. He produced a work which contains 
arguments that are among the strongest that can be 
brought against the divine origin and authority of 
the Bible. Modern research and modern scholar- 
ship have added arguments to those which he em- 
ployed ; the scientific discoveries of the past fifty 
years have put into the hands of the Freethinker 
new weapons with which Paine was unacquainted ; 
but it may be safely said that the reasons he adduced 
against revelation are among those which to-day are 
regarded as the strongest that can be urged from the 
Theistic standpoint. It is to me suprising that a 
work written nearly a century ago, and by one 
whose mind was so busily and earnestly engaged in 
other fields of labor, should be so free from errors, 
have so few inconclusive arguments, and so little to 
which Freethinkers to-day can take exception. 

It is true that Paine lacked a university education, 
and was acquainted with neither Hebrew nor Greek; 
but he wrote for the many and not for the few, and 
appealed to the understanding rather than to the 
learning of his readers. He founded his arguments 
on common sense, which is confined to no language, 
and not on philological interpretations, concerning 
which but a few are competent to form an opinion. 
He could not have written a work better adapted to 
the effect intended had he been familiar with all the 
languages of antiquity. 

Several attempts were made to answer the “ Age 
of Reason,” but they were 20 unsatisfactory to the 
friends of Christianity that their circulation was 
discouraged. I have seen two oi these old works, 
one written by a clergyman of Newport, R. L, and 
the other by a clergyman who lived in the state of 
New Jersey. They are learned and theological, 
prosy and prolix. I should think they would have 
the effect, if read, that Benjamin Franklin tells us 
resulted from the perusal, by him, of certain works 
against “Infidelity,” which, by acquainting him with 
the arguments of the authors referted to, confirmed 
him in his position as a Deist. Ofiall the answers 
to Paine the only one known in this generation is 
* Watson's Apology.” That is no; regarded as a 
very valuable -work for circulation An orthodox 
Christian would hardly be willing io have Paine's 
* Age of Reason” and Watson’s “ Apology” bound 
in one volume, and generally read| Liberal pub- 
lishers have circulated them in this nanner. 

As Freethinkers, we are as muh indebted to 
Thomas Paine as to any other writerin the English 
language. The works of no other Feethinker bave 
had such a wide circulation or done » much toward 
destroying superstition and contributing to the 
present condition of Freethought. The advocates 
of the Christian religion seem to be aware of this 
fact, and as long as this religion hai the power to 
manifest its spirit, it will not cease to curse the 
memory and blacken the reputation ofthe man who 
had the ability and courage to give tothe world the 
* Age of Reason." 

Let us here notice briefly the praninent intel- 
lectual and moral characteristics of Pane. No man 
can become acquainted with his wrtings or the 
course of his life without being emvinced that 
benevolence was one of the most proninent traits 
of his moral character. His stronget desire and 
his loftiest ambition seemed to be o elevate the 
condition of his fellow-men. To this end he em- 
ployed unremittingly all the powers of his gifted 
mind, from his appearance i public life till death 
ended his career. He cared iot for diice, and was 
indifferent to the attractions of wealti. “I have,” 
he wrote, “no occasion to asl, nor al I intend to 
accept, any place or office wider thd government. 
There is none that it could vive methat would in 

any way be equal to the profs I could make as an 
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should be remembered that * Common Sense" and 
* Rights of Man" are works on which these Weapons 
are aS freely used as in his religious writings ; and 
since he believed the dogmas of Christianity to be 
as false and pernicious as the: pretensions of kings 
and the principles of monarchy, he cannot be cen- 
sured consistently for ridiculing the Story of Jonah 
and the whale when the sarcasms he hurled against 
the titled nobility of England are unqualifiedly 
indorsed. P wi 

Paine's views on the subject of religion were mild 
compared with the radical views of the majority.of 
those who honór his memory and celebrate his birth- 
day. “I believe,” he wrote, “in one God and no 
more, and hope for happiness beyond this life ;" and 
I believe that religious duties consist in doing justice, 
loving mercy, and endeavoring to make our fellow- 
creatures happy.” 

One object he had in giving the “Age of Reason” 
to the worid—the first part of it—was to fix in the 
French mind, then agitated by revolution, and in 


_ hostility to the corrupt religious system which had 


robbed and enslaved the people, a firm belief in a 
Supreme Creator of infinite power and. perfection. 
He regarded this belief as necessary to a firm and 
correct system of morality, Paine’s “Address to 
the Theophilanthropists ” is a defense of the exist- 
ence of a God; and the arguments therein employed 
are as conclusive, probably, as any that can be used. 

To-day thousands who, owing to their early edu- 
cation, feel uneasy when the name of Thomas Paine 
is mentioned, and who are considered and call them- 
selves Christians, hold opinions substantially the 
same as those expressed in the “Age of Reason.” 
They have outgrown the errors which Paine assailed, 
while they are yet influenced in their unjust estimate 
of his character and writings by the misrepresenta- 
tions and slanders which his criticisms. called forth, 
and which have been preserved and handed down to 
these times. Not only are his political services 
unknown to millions who are enjoying the fruits of 
his labors, but his name has not ceased to inspire 
dread in the hearts of men and women who would 
feel insulted if they were suspected of believing the 
principal errors which Paine assailed. And yet to 
him more than any other man are they indebted for 
their escape from the mental slavery of their earlier 
years, for it should be remembered his “ Age of 
Reason ” has exerted an influence by no means lim- 
ited to those who have read the work. 

Paine was a self-made man. Shakspere says some 
men are born great, some achieve greatness, and 
others have greatness thrust upon them. Paine, most 
emphatically achieved greatness. He inherited no 
ancestral name, and could claim neither wealth nor 
distinction by birthright. He was not suddenly 
pushed into a position of honor, nor was a reputa- 
tion made for him by his friends. He started iu life 
with no other resources than a clear head and a brave 
heart. With these he carved out his own fortune. 
He organized victory out of his own subjective 
forces. 

The son of a Thetford stay-maker, born poor in a 
land of titled nobility, he rose by his own efforts to 
distinction ; helped establish the freest and most 
magnificent republic that ever existed ; wrote his 
name in large letters in two of the first nations of 
Europe; associated his name with the progress of 
republiean principles for all time, and found time 
besides to perform a work in the cause of Free- 
thought of incalculable value, for which Freethink- 
ers in every land whose shores are washed by the 
Atlantic have celebrated the day that gave him birth, 
and recalled the story of his life. 

Thomas Paine died in New York in 1809, at the 
ripe age of seventy-two. "The world will yet do him 
justice. “History,” to use the words of a review, 
“issues no sentences that history may not repeal. 
Time fights the battles of truth—an unimpassioned 
and unwearied ally. Every hour there are. new evi- 
dences brought forward, mysteries unraveled, and 
reputations restored." Men will wonder in the 
future at the ingratitude that has been shown Paine, 
and will respect and honor him for his worth the 
more because so great a wrong has been done him. 
No marble will be thought too costly for his monu- 
ment, no gold too pure for his epitaph, and his 
memory, enshrined in the hearts of millions, will 
endure when his slanderers, sunk beneath “the 
breezeless ocean of oblivion,’ will be known no 
more forever. 

— ad 


Mr; Dutton's Contribution for January. 


Frienp D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed find money 
order for thirteen dollars ($18.00)—ten dollars my donation 
for January and three dollars to pay for my wife's (Flora 
Dutton) TRUTH SEEKER for 1880. With kind regards, 

Grand Mound, Iowa. Leroy DUTTON. 

——— oo 

Corn. R. G. INGERSOLL, thé great Liberal orator, is to 

speak in various towns in western New York the last of this 


month. : 

In the tropical belt known as the region of calms is the 
region óf constant raing, which are sometimes 80 copious 
that fresh Water has been collected from the surface of the 
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Discussion. 


Debate between Prof. W. F. Jamieson and Rev. 
Jacob Ditzler, D.D.—Continued. 


MR. JAMIESON’S CLOSING SPEECH. 


This closes my part of our earnest but pleasant 
debate: “The Christian religion and the Bible tend 
to immorality and the injury of society.” At the 
outset I think I proved that men of the finest culture, 
have tried Christianity and found it wanting. The 
charge against Infidels—that they are ignorant of 
Christianity—is shown to be utterly without founda- 
tion. Many of the finest intellects in this world, after 
a full, patient examination of Christianity ; after 
many years in teaching it, having formerly believed 
it true, now deliberately give their testimony against 
it. Christianity, as a system of faith and practice 
organized in the Christian church, with a bloody 
history back of it, is dying a lingering death, and to 
millions is dead already. No one denies the good 
which it has done; but the evil, the persecution, the 
sorrow, the darkness, it has brought to the race no 
one can fully estimate. I think I have shown that 
it is a clog to the progress of science, and in this 
way tends to the injury of society. It is still a 
tyranny over the minds of many. It has been 
shown, that its beliefs are false, demonstrably so; 
its appeals are mainly to fear instead of reason; 
while it sneers at scientists, it makes blind faith in 
its. “ bloody-mouthed God,” Bible, and church the 
highest virtue; it directs the gaze to a heaven no 
one knows, nor professes to know, anything about; 
it frowns upon the innocent pleasures and enjoy- 
ments of this world, and approvingly smiles on the 
devotional souls who prostrate themselves before an 
imaginary ruler in heaven; it undermines natural 
morality; it denounces good deeds unless accompa- 
nied with religion; it denies the possibility of human 
virtue through its great doctrines of depravity and 
atonement; it teaches that the consequences of evil 
deeds can be escaped by faith in Christ; it encour- 
ages people to believe they can do evil without suf- 
fering for it; it treats with contempt the idea of 
natural justice, and insists that all the commands of 
its God should be obeyed, whether in accordance 
with human reason or not; it requires a man to hate 
his kindred ifi order to love Christ; it makes an ex- 
clusive bond among Christians of more importance 
than the brotherhood of the race; it has always 
proved to be a despotism when allied with civil 
power, whether as Catholicism or Protestantism ; it 
is opposed to freedom of speech and of the press, 
even in this day, and is continually grasping for 
more political power; it is opposed to purely secular 
education; it, proclaims human nature as lost, ruined, 
and growing continually worse. Such is Christian- 
ity as itis in fact and in history. My friend, by his 
silence on those important points, confesses himself 
unable to grapple with the counts in this truly terri- 
ble indictment.: Every statement which I have 
made has been sustained by quotations from Chris- 
tian literature, the correctness of which has not been 
denied. It would have better pleased my opponents 
had I dealt in mere assertions without proofs, 

As to the Bible, the foundation of Christianity, 
I have proved the utterly unlovely character of the 
God of the Bible. He is partial. “Thou art a holy 
people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God 
hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, 
above all people that are upon the face of the earth” 
(Deut. vii, 6). Proofs were given in abundance to 


‘show he is cruel, fickle, unjust, murderous, indecent, 


lying. He playfully told us that a small boy could 
answer all the objections I brought forward against 
Christianity and the Bible, Why did he not bring 
on the small boy, then? I wish the big, old boy 
had even tried instead of telling the people how 
easily it could be done. 

Scarcely an attempt was made to answer these 
proofs. y friend says there was not time. He 
undertook to reply to a few. Here are the samples 
of his replies. He justified God in killing people 
(1 Sam. vi, 19) because they were disobedient. 
Why not kill all the disobedient? He failed to 
notice what an immoral influence a God killing his 
ereatures would have upon the people. In another 
case, where disobedience could not be alleged (God 
commanding the killing of children—Num. xxxi, 17), 
my friend resorted to this “ explanation: ” He said 
it was a merciful act ; that God had them killed in 
order to prevent the infants from starving to death. 
In the language of Mr. Ditzler, * Great God!" 

I will not attempt to enumerate all the texts 
which he failed to notice, such as Ex. vi. 7; xix, 6; 
Ps. xxxiii 12; Deut. xiv, 21, and scores of others. 
I proved that the God of the Dible sanctioned lying 
(1 Kings xxii, 22, 23) ; that he deceives (Ezekiel 
xiv, 9); that he sends strong delusions for the pur- 
pose of having people believe a lie (2 Thess. ii, 11) ; 
that he was engaged in the slave trade (Joel iii, 8); 
that he directly authorized polygamy (2 Sam. xii, 
9); that he is indecent (2 Sam. xii, 11); that he 
caused little, inoffensive children to be butchered 
(Num. xxxi, 17); that he authorized the most heart- 


less cruelties, and which were imitated by the Span- 
ish Inquisition (Deut. xiii, 6—9). 

Such is the God of the Bible. As my opponent 
declared that “the objects we love, admire, and | 
worship, we develop our characters therefrom" 
(and it is true), what are we to think of the effects 
upon mankind of worshiping such a being? Just 
what history teaches us: we have had hate, bitter- 
ness, persecution, fiendishness—all in the name of 
God and religion. Blood has drenched the earth 
through the mandates of such a system; rapine, 
murder, lying, stedling, persecution—all authorized 
by the Bible. 

I have proved that the Bible teaches slavery, ad- 
ducing many texts to prove it: Ex. xxi, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 20, 21; Lev. xxv, 39-54; Joel iii, 8; 1 Peter ii, 
18, 19, 20; Col. iii, 22, 23; Eph. vi, 5-7, and others. 
What is the moral tendency of such teaching ?. 

We have proved that the Bible is not a temper- 
ance book, measured by the strict total abstinence 
principle of modern times. The Bible does not 
teach such a principle; hence total abstinence was 
originated, like other reforms, outside of the Bible, 
proving that human nature is far jn advance of the 
Bible. Several texts were given to show that the 
Bible, on the contrary, isin favor of drunkenness 
(Prov. xxxi, 6, 7; Deut. xiv, 26). Even in the woes 
God was to bring upon nations, drunkenness was to 
be a part of the affliction (Jer. xxv,.27, 28). They 
were. to be so drunk as to spew, fall, and rise no 
more. Pretty drunk. Made drunk by God. “Ye 
shall certainly drink.” Idid not hear that exclama- 
tion from a pious brotherin the audience, when my 
friend was reading some extracts from a book writ- 
ten by an Infidel, and which he failed to show was 
indorsed by anybody except the writer himself, 
“My God!” There were passages from that Infi- 
del book, he said, which he dare not read before this 
audience. I proved that there are many passages in 
the Bible which he dare not read; and, unfortunately 
for his side of this question, the Christian world 
generally endorse them. Ie indorses them himself, 
and has defended them in this debate. 

He * explained" again that the vulgar words and 
phrases in the Bible are technical. For the most 
part, so they are in any book which he condemns as 
immoral. But I proved that there are whole chap- 
ters in the Bible which are obscene ; that ie, I re- 
ferred you to them, in Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Deuteron- 
omy, Songs of Solomon, etc. Many passages 
throughout the whole Bible are vulgar (as Webster 
admits); too vulgar and too offensive and too inde- 
cent to be read in the presence of females; “ offens- 
ive to delicacy and even to decency,” says Webster. 
I showed that there were many portions of the 
Bible which contain bad, immoral doctrines (Deut. 
xxvi, 1-5; 1 Cor. vii, 5, 36)—doctrines which you 
profess to éndorse. 

Particular attention was called to 1 Cor. vii, 36, 
as containing very bad advice to young ladies and 
gentlemen. No parent would advise the young to 
follow out such doctrine, even on the condition that 
they should marry afterwards. I have shown that 
this book is full of polygamous and Freelove doc- 
trine, faithfully practiced by the patriarchs and 
other servants of the Lord. 

_My friend tried to conceal himself under a bad 
translation; notwithstanding, it is the translation 
which is preached from, read in the family, read in 
the Sunday-school, and which has been palmed off 
upon the English-reading nations as the veritable 
* Word of God.” When it comes into public dis- 
cussion, then the other side is compelled to admit 
that it is mostly the word of man. 

For my opponent to cite us to Shakspere and 
Homer and other authors who wrote in different 
languages, and who should have their writings 
judged by the original languages in which they 
wrote, is no escape from the diflioulty. If there are 
to be found no originals of the writings of those 
men, then you are left to conjecture what they did 
write. If translations cannot be depended upon, as 
my friend declares, and which I have not disputed, 
then copies cannot be relied on, either. Moreover, 
the claim is made for the Bible that it is the injal- 
lible word of God. My friend, it is true, admits 
that those who read only « translation have never 
had the infallible word of God. But I have shown 
that there is not an original writing of the Bible in 
existence, and have quoted the most eminent Chris- 
tian scholars to sustain the position. To meet this 
withering fact, my courteous and learned friend 
said that if we had no more than “ Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God and thy neighbor as thyself," that 
is amply sufficient to guide us in all the duties of 
life and bring us to heaven. Our Christian friends 
in this audience appeared to think that was a happy 
stroke, but it amounts to rejecting the whole Bible 
with the exception ef a few words. If love to God 
and love to man was instruction enough, why did 
we have any more? It is discarding nearly the 
whole Blble for the sake of saving the remainder. 
You begin to see that the less of it you indorse, the 
better you areoff. But to discard so much is virtu- 
ally saying that it is nearly all a work of superero- 
gation. lf an Infidel says the same thing he is cen- 
sured. [ro BE CONTINUED. | 
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Communications. 


Another Split.—Which is Switch? 


I am glad I didn’t die last week! I should hav missed 
such a piece of rollick and fun—such an ‘‘ ordeal of laugh- 
ter,” and a high old time. Very few Liberals here in New 
York take the Zndtz, and they wha do were fortunate, for 
they had a chance to lend it and—never see it again. Asit 
passed from hand to hand in Liberal circles, wearing and 
tearing as it went, readers smiled a very audible smile. As 
Liberals met in their accustomed haunts, some early bird, 
out picking up news, would say, ‘‘Hav you seen the 
Index ?” i 

se No.” 

* Well, then, you hav missed the richest thing of the 
whole Liberal season." 

One said, **I hav a cópy, and I am going to keep it, too, 
till the corner-stone of the next World's Fair is laid." 

“« What if there don’t be any fair in the next world ?" 

“Oh, not so far away a8;that; I mean Coney Island, 
1883. » H 

** Oh ! T see—corner-stone of a chicken coop.” 

“ How go ?" 

“I understood you to say necks twirled !" 

** Well, you are incorrigible, but I accept the suggestion. 
The corner-stone of my next chicken coop shall contain this 
week's Index as the one sole curiosity of the day. Posterity 
has got to know of this. It is too good to keep all to one 
generation of vipers. My great-grandchildren will want to 
laugh too, and they will hav nothing in the twentieth cen- 
tury so rich as this.” 

“Well, what is it all about? What is in the wind—I 
mean the Index? 

** Well, first, Abbot, senior partner, has taken Joe Cook 
into the concern. - 

** Second, Joe Cook has gone in. 

“Third, Joe Cook pata Abbot on his little head. 

** Fourth, Abbot tickles Joe Cook. 

* Fifth, Joe Cook and Abbot mutually admire. 

“Sixth, the style and title of the new concern now is, 
and henceforth will be, Abbot, Bundy, Comstock, and Joe 
Cook. Negotiations are pending to make Joke Ook Presi- 
dent of the Free Religious Association. Adler must go.” 

But let us not giv ourselves wholly over to the laughter 
side of the ‘‘ordeal.” There is logic to be applied as well. 
Answer a fool both ways if you want to finish him, accord- 
ing and not according to his folly, for the reasons given by 
the '* Wisest Man.” 

Mr. Abbot publishes the whole of Joe Cook’s ‘‘ Prelude,” 
‘Ig American Infidelity Liberalism or Libertinism ?" and 


* 


'indorses it in a leading editorial, entitled, “Two, and Not 


One.” The following is the opening paragraph : 


Tbere are two kinds of ‘‘ Liberalism,” as wide apart in 

urpose, spirit, and tendency as the North Pole is from the 

outh Pole. They both go, and will inevitably continue to 
go, under the name ''Liberalism," simply because this is 
the general term which includes all practical efforts to in- 
crease “ liberty," for any object whatever. The difference 
of the two kinds lies in the objects for which increased liberty 
ís sought. The one kind seeks increased liberty for the pur- 
pose of conforming human life more closely to the laws of 
natural morality, and of governing conduct by a still higher 
and purer code than that which has been incorporated either 
in church or state. The other kind seeks increased liberty 
for the purpose of escaping all responsibility whatever to 
moral law, of overthrowing all regulations both of church 
and state which recognize morality as a social necessity, and 
of abandoning conduct to the control of sentiment, caprice, 
or passion. Church and state alike embody only the aver- 
age conscience of a given period ; the one kind of Liberal- 
ism demands a higher conscience than the average, while 
the other kind demands a lower. This is the essential dif- 
ference of the two, constantly illustrated in the history of 
mankind ; and it is illustrated to-day. 


Now all this is good Liberal doctrine. We hav learned 
it here long ago, and it is part of the League literature. 
The only question that can be raised by it is, Who are the 
Liberals—which is ‘‘ the real original" and which the ‘shop 
over the way?" Small, narrow, exclusive bodies ever since 
the world began hav been in the habit of assembling them- 
selves together and shouting, 


** Resolved, That the earth is the Lord's and he givs it to 
the saints. 
- ** Resoleed, That we are the saints. 

** Resolved, That the righteous shall inherit the earth, 

** Resolved, That we are the righteous,” 


But the assumption gets disputed, and the old, olà ques- 


. tion recurs.to-day, Who is turkey and who is buzzard? 


which is eel and which black snake ? But he who has the 
wisdom of the serpent as well as the harmlessness of the 
dove finds no difficulty in making the discrimination. 

Here let us make one point clear. Readers will turn 
back and see how Mr. Abbot constrains himself to do honor 
to "the laws of natural morality." But that is the last of 
jt. In the rest of the long article he drops natural morality 
out of sight and every further allusion to morality is lauded 
as "public morality." He says, ‘‘Is not the inference nat- 
ural, however false, that the vast majority of Liberals sym- 
pathize with the National League in its warfare on public 
morality?" 

Again he says, ' Whoever takes pains . . . will 
find abundant cause for mortification in the apathy that 
prevails among Liberals themselves on questions of public 
morality." 

Once more he says the conduct of Liberals and the posi- 
tion of the Leagues '*go to confirm the stock argument of 
the pulpit that Christianity is indispensable to public mo- 
xality.", 


ship public morals. They wanted Rawson to resign in the 
interests of ‘‘ public morality.” 

Now, will Liberals just stop and think a moment what is 
implied by ‘‘ public morality." Public morality indorses 
frauds in elections, gamblers in Wall street, corporations 
grinding down their workers to the last penny upon which 
they can exist, coal combinations to raise the price of fuel. 
Public morality causes and then indorses the daily defalca- 
tions, the fraudulent bankruptcies, the embezzling treas- 
urers, like those of Fall River and elsewhere ; indorses the 


great, rich, and pious Gilman forgers, and pardons them 
out of prison as soon as possible; while, on the other hand, 
that same public morality shuts up and mercilessly keeps in 
prison Freethought editors who hav committed no crimes. 

Last, most significant, and doubly damned with everlast- 
ing infamy, public morality promotes, sanctions, and pro- 
vides a place in ita system for fifty to one hundred thousand 


| prostitutes in the city of New York, and pro rata for every 


other city and town in the country. Isay from fifty to one 


hundred thousand because no census taker has ever entered 


upon the work of numeration and it is not known to a 
figure how widespread the evil is, Public morality does 
not dare to find out, nor to tell if it knew. But this is the 
kind of morality that Mr. Abbot, Prof. Oliver, Joe Cook, 
and all that crowd take for the guide of their lives. It is to 
this style of morality that they call upon the National Lib- 
eral League to sing anthems of praise. They hav started 
the tune themselves, and on an uncommonly high key; but 
Ireckon they will hav to wait and toot it alone awhile 
before we chime in. Natural morality and the 8th De- 
mand of Liberalism are good enough for us, if Mr. Abbot 
does hav the honor of originally making it and the dishonor 
of now repudiating it. : 

Now, what next is the matter with the Index? Well, 
here are two minor items which it will be well to sand wich 
in. The Index giva a nice little Freelove item about Prof. 
Jaeger, of Stuttgart in Germany, and how he gave a lecture, 
part of which was devoted to the relations of the sexes. 
Some of his audience were ladies; but this sex question he 
thought not suited for the ears of ladies, 80 every time he 


came to a ticklish place about sex, he said itin Latin. The}. 


other item is an English letter comparing '' Cupid's Yokes” 
and “ Fruits of Philosophy.” 


Now another important article, and most singular for so 
cultured a paper as the Index, is an elaborate essay on 
“ Fourierism,” by Albert Warren Kelsey, editorial contrib- 
utor, giving alittle biography of Fourier, the titles of his 
works, the attractions of his scheme of Socialism, and 
enlarging quite eloquently on his integrity, his great learn- 
ing, and the grandeur of his character. "The curiosity of 
this fact is that this editorial contributor, some three years 
ago, signalized his mounting of the editorial tripod by some 
slashing articles denouncing Socialism as the sum of all 
corruption. T. C. L., at that time in favor with the Indez, 
and F. S. C., an old Brook Farmer, one of Boston’s first 
families, and a thoroughly informed Socialist, took this 
Kelsey in hand. One rapped him on the knuckles, the 
other hit him over the head, and both showed up the pro- 
fundity of his ignorance. In that sore state he took himself 
off to Europe, went to studying Socialism, especially 
Fourierism, as we recommended him to do before he wrote 
any more on the subject. He went to scoff, but returns to 
pray. He comes back cocked and primed with Fourierism, 
and pours out his fresh acquirements through the Jndex as 
news. Another funny side of it is that many of the older 
Liberals, for whom Mr. Abbot has no better stigma than 
Freelover, learned their Freelove from Fourier primarily, 
and at second hand from his American disciples, Ripley, 
Channing, Emerson, Dana—Brook Farmers all—and from 
Brisbane, Greeley, and the Tribune here in New York. 
One of the very text-books of the Freelovers is ‘‘ Love vs. 
Marriage,” by Dr. Mark E. Lazarus, a prominent disciple 
of Fourier in the early days, who draws all his inspiration 
and most of his quotations from Fourier in support of his 
vindication of '' Passional Attraction” and his onslaught on 
marriage. 


Some time about 1849 or 1850 Mr. Greeley and Henry J. 
Raymond, respective editors of the Tribuns and the Courier 
and Inquirer, conducted a famous disoussion of Fourier’s 
system, each writer stipulating to prepare twelve articles, 
all the articles to be published in both papers. Mr. Ray- 
mond, by general consent of all the Competent, had the 
best of the argument because he remorselessly pushed to the 
front Fourier’s theory of the ‘‘ Passions” and ''Passional 
Attraction,” which Greeley endeavored vainly to prove had 
nothing to do with Fourier’s theory of Association. 

Of course this dose of Freelove in one column of the 
Index and denunciation of Freelove in another don't at all 
* consist ;" but poor Abbot is as.innocent as a lamb in the 
matter. He don't know anything about it. He never 
Studied anything but theology—knows nothing of the 
thought of the world on the most important science in it, 
Sociology, and thus is liable to be easily sold. This Kelsey 
has put him in a false position more than any other of his 
contributors. He is the beauty who, two years ago, outdid 
Comstock and seriously proposed searching the mails for 
private letters. Poor Abbot had to apologize for him and 
get him out of the untenable position under an ‘ inadvert- 
ence.” As against the Kelsey stripe of Liberals, Mr. Abbot 
sadly needs a Freelove assistant editor who knows the article 
when he sees it, 80 he can prompt and forewarn his principal 
and help to keep the Indes clean and sweet. 


But the central rose in this fragrant-smelling Index bouquet 
is a little editorial trifle entitled ‘A Misplaced Switch.” 
This article THE TRUTH SEEKER copies in part in another 
column. It speaks for itself. It reveals that ''sunthin' is 
broke" in the Free Religious Association, and our dear old 


This is the same trouble we had with the professors at | minority Abbot is again in a minority—this time a minority 
Cornell University—they wanted us to fall down and wor- lof one, Jt shows another split, but this time split down to 


ao fine a point that it does not seem possible to split any 
further. And yet we do know that Mr. Abbot does often 
disagree with himself, and it perhaps will be unsafe to pre- 
dict that he may not, like Hans Breitman’s ‘‘ Suitzerl on His 
Philosopede," get ** quardered indo dwo.” It isas wonderful 
in its way as Handy Andy's silver fork, the first he ever saw: 
“Hed be d——d if he ever saw a spoon split up that way 
before." i 

But now, after this fulmination, we see Adler and Higgin- 
son and Clarke and Jane P. and Sara Ann, and the ‘‘ Gen- 
eral Agent ” and the ‘‘ Office Committee" and the ‘‘ Execu- 
tive Committee" assembled in caucus. inquiring, with 
blanched cheek and pallid lips, ‘* What shall we do ? We 
can’t go on without him, that’s clear. 
right under, and let him run this Free Religious machine or 
he will be accusing ws of a ‘plot to capture’ the Association. 
and will be calling us a ‘Freelove ring’—which we aint 
anything of the kind.” 

And yet we don’t know what on earth to make of the 
closing sentence of the ‘‘ Misplaced Switch." Can we be- 
lieve our own eyes? There they hav been holding hands— 
and in ''Jove" too! Who would hav “flunk” it? And 
Abbot don't want to let go—no fault of hisif he does. She'll 
hav to let go first, and on her be all the blame. 

But enough for this time about this wonderful Index. 
The next thing to going to a good play where you alter- 
nately laugh and cry yourself almost to death is going to a 
bad play, and so badly acted that you cry and laugh all the 
same. This Index is of the latter Class, Liberals everywhere 
should send.for it and see for themselves—price seven cents. 
We hav been afraid that the Jndew would die. We fear no 
more, We liv in hope. This number will giv it a new 
lease of life. Babes and sucklings will ery for it, and Lib- 
erals must hav it. Price seven cents. No Freelovers need 
apply. Seven cents to all who are up to the standard of 
t public morals." 

But the sum of all is, at Syracuse the obscene goose 
roosted lower. Now his goose is Cooked.. Bo mote it be. 

. T. C. LELAND. 
oo 
Hon. Elizur Wright’s Challenge. 


Rev. Josera Coox, Dear Sir: I see by the Golden Rule, 
just at hand, that you hav ventured to read to your audience 
the three resolutions of the Cincinnati. Congress of the Na- 
tional Liberal League, and though you took more time to 
prepare your comments than accorded with the terms of my 
challenge, and selected a different channel of publication, I 
shall hold myself bound to pay $10 to any charity you may 
please to designate. 

Your comments are surely indicative of a zeal and disre- 
gard of consequences worthy of a better cause. Your utter 
disregard of the facts in the cases of Rawson and Bennett 
makes you a soldier worthy of that forlorn hope of Chris- 
tianity in which you are enlisted. Now suppose the '' Infi- 
dels ” in this republic should happen to hav a majority, and, 
thinking, as they sincerely do, that the doctrine of the 
atonement is essentially immoral and tends to corrupt soci- 
ety, they should pass the practically silly law of excluding 
your lectures from the mails, wouldn’t you quote the Golden 
Rule against them, and even the United States Constitution? 
No, Mr. Cook, our withers are unwrung. Our words speak 
for themselves. We are pleased with your comments, 
especially your favorite term, ‘‘ cancer planter.” We re- 
member a cancer in this country—they were not Infidels 
who planted it—which some of us attacked forty or fifty 
years ago, and our publications, trying to prove that it was 
contrary to the sacred Scriptures, and particularly to the 
seventh and eighth Commandments, were taken out of the 
mails in Charleston, S. C., and burned. Even slave-holding 
Senators were then honorable enough to say that the Con- 
atitution gave Congress no authority, nor the Postmaster- 
General any, to meddle with the morality of anything 
intrusted to the mails. 'They called on our states to hang or 
suppress us. Then they were right if we were wrong. 

Now, Mr. Cook, you know as well as I do that, if there 
wa8 ever anything obscene in this world, it was one of the 
rites of religion authorized in the Bible. And if there waa 
ever a ‘‘ cancer-planting " publication, it is the sacred book 
of Esther. Show us some moral good in that book, at your 
next lecture, or else confess that even Rawson and Bennett, 
bad as they themselves and their fellow-Infidels hav painted 
them, are not worse than the fellow who wrote that part of 
the Bible, or some others of the ‘‘inspired” authors. I 
well remember when the stilettos of the slaveholders 
threatened us, and the mobs broke our windows, the ‘‘can- 
cer" was defended from the Scriptures by Rev. Moses 
Stuart, of Andover. Ican show you his letters, addressed 
to myself in 1824, if you hav any desire to see them, They 
would read well in your lectures, though I was ashamed to 
print them. 

Now, Mr. Cook, I hav as much respect for all the good— 
and there is a vast deal of it—in the Bible as you hav, or 
any other man, and so hav nearly all the Atheists and Inf- 
dels I am acquainted with. When you say we are trying to 
corrupt the young, you say what you do not know, and I 
am sincerely sorry for you ; you are breaking the ninth 
Commandment. 

Hoping to hear from you soon, as to the disposition of the 
$10, Iam, Yours truly, ELniun WRiaut. 

Boston, Mass., Jan. 2, 1880. 


or ————— 
A Leeturer's Suggestion. 

Would it not be well for our Liberal friends to make 
arrangements for lectures at least two months in advance ? 
Ihav received calls for Paine celebrations in three different 
places at the same time, and unable to accept any of them 


on account of prior engagements and long distance. 
Lake Oily, Minn. W. F. JAMIESON, 


We must knuckle. 


„a — She Truth Seeker, FJornary 95, 1880. 
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Discussion of the National Financial System. 


BETWEEN DR. H. H. MORRISON, OF CHARLESTON, ILL., AND 
JOHN W. TRUESDELL, OF SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


MR, TRUESDELL’S THIRD LETTER. 


I note with pleasure, Mr. Morrison, in your third letter a 
light back-down from the position taken in your second; 
‘but how extensively you recede I am unable to tell from the 
fact that you cloud my victory by a claim of insincerity. 
‘Hereafter I hope you will “ inject no more irony” in your 
arguments upon this question nor make any statements that 
you are unwilling to father as intended facts: Let us both 
say what we mean and mean what we say. 

You accuse me of dodging the question, while you hav 
persistently dodged the very first question raised in this dis- 
cussion—the question of all questions; i. e., What is your 
new measuré? How is it to be defined and by what gauge? 
If you hav abandoned this ignis fatuus, why don't you 
handsomely acknowledge the fact instead of charging me 
with evesion? -- ` ] 

Remember, Mr. Morrison, you hav the affirmative; you 
advocate a new financial system, a new monetary unit or 
measure of value, and unless you explain what that new 
system is and define your new measure so that the financial 
world will understand exactly what you mean, there is no 
foundation to your imaginary structure. 

I sincerely hope you may be able to giv our economists 
some new light upon this important subject, and I promise 
to oppose you only when I think you are in error. AsI 
Baid in my first letter, I am aware of the fact that we hav 
mot reached perfection in any of the branches of finance; 
till I am not prepared to do away with our present mon- 
‘etary unit or our national system of banking until a better 
one can be put in the place of it. 

Among all of the arguments against the national bank 
system I hav ever heard or seen, those appearing in your 
last letter are the most remarkable. How you could possibly 
jumble up figures in one conglomerate mass and pervert 
statistics so grossly is beyond my comprehension. I cannot 
conceive how you could dare to rash into print with a pre- 
tended national bank statement showing but a fraction of 

‘one side of the ledger, thereby totally disregarding every 
known principle of bookkeeping. 

If you are not an accountant, you should hav submilted 
your statements to some one whois. There are thousands 
of boys less than twenty years of age who read THE TRUTH 
SEEKER aud who will discover that it is utterly impoasible 
to justify your conclusions from the figures you present by 
auy known principle of mathematics. 


You speak of the national bank system as a monopoly, 
yet in the same article you admit the fact that it ig free to 
any five men who wish to engage in the business. You 
claim that an investment of $30,000,000 loaned to the gov- 
ernment by the national banks yields an annual income of 
$18,600,000 exempt from taxation, equal to 60 per cent. 

You quote the following figures from the Comptroller’s 
Report for 1878. September ist, number of banks, 1,955; 
capital, $488,100,951; surplus, $118,113,848; net earnings 
for six months, $33,128,000; circulation, $353,968,279. 
Then you deduct the whole currency from the capital, to 
which you add the surplus earnings accumulated during the 
life of the system, and upon these few garbled figures alone 
you proclaim that ''the net earnings for the six months 
amounted to over 24 per cent, or nearly 50 per cent a year,” 
declaring, Quixote like, that ‘‘ the above figures cannot be 
controverted.” 

Now, Mr. Morrison, not only every bookkeeper in the 
country wil controvert your figures, but the Comptroller of 
the Currency does in his official report to Congress for the 
year 1873. (Page 55, first part—zhere you got your figures.) 
If you had quoted. his entire statement, instead of attempting 
to manufacture one of your own from a few garbled ex- 

` tracts, you would hav discovered that the net earnings of 
the national banks for the six months ending September 1, 
1878, were only 5 46-100 per cent of their capital and sur- 
plus instead of over 24 per cent, as you hav it. 

But these figures are largely in excess of any net earnings 
made by the national] banks since 1878. From the elaborate 
Officia] Report of the Comptroller of the Currency for 1878 
(page 89, part first), it appears that the average net earnings 
of the national banks, from 1873 to 1878, is but 7 3-10 per 
cent per annum on their capital and surplus. 

I quote the following from the official record referred to: 

Ratio of earnings to capital and surplus 


March 1, 1874, 4 8-10 
Sept. 1, 1874, 49.10 
March 1, 1875, 4710 “ « 
Sept. 1, 1875, 46-10 “ 
March 1, 1876, 3610 “ 
Sept. 1, 1876, 32-10 “ 
March 1, 1877, 3 1-10 
Sept. 1,1877, 25-10 “ 
March 1, 1878,2810 “ 
Sept. 1, 1878, 2340 “ 


Thus it appears, Mr. Morrison, that your claim that ‘the 
national banks are making nearly fifty per cent per annum 
upon their capital and surplus" is an exaggeration by about 
six times the real amount. Your statement in regard to the 
profits upon circulation are equally as erroneous. You 
frantically call upon our ‘‘ dear yeaders” to examine this 
question, and I sincerely hope they will listen to your appeal. 
Let them carefully examine the Comptroller’s report for 
1876 or 1878. 

The former is the most elaborate official document ever 
emanating from the Comptroller’s office. In every report, 
however, the reader will find published in detail and aggre- 
gate a correct statement of the condition of every national 
bank in the union. If you, Mr. Morrison, had stopped to 
risk one eye af these official records in detail before attempt- 
ing Your SUMMAI, jam confident you would not hav risked 
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pa reputation upon the unwarrantable statements you hav 
made. 

It is this lack of information that afflicts the great bulk of 
the Greenback party. While they recognize the fact that no 
one is fit to shoe a horse, to build a house, to deliver a lec- 
ture, run a steam engine, or properly set a broken limb, 
without some preparation or practical experience ; yet when 
it comes to the science of finance amateur economists of 
mushroom growth spring up in every quarter and mount the 
political platform with unblushing impudence, or rush 
madly into print with the insane idea that they areto reform 
the financial world. One of the most popular financial fal- 
lacies of the present time is the belief entertained by many 
that the government can profitably repeal the National Bank 
act and substitute greenbacks for national bank notes. This 
proposition has many adherents even among those who do 
not believe in an intended issue of government currency. 
They argue that no inflation will be produced by the change 
—that a direct saving to the government and the people will 
be effected of the whole interest on the bonds owned by the 
national banks now pledged to the government as security 


for their circulating notes. The average value of national 
bank currency in circulation for the past ten years is three 


hundred and ten millions. The bonds pledged for the secu- 
rity of this amount bear interest varying from four to six 
percent. A fair average is five per cent, which yields an 
annual revenue of $15,500,000—the whole sum which the 
enemies of the national banks: propose to save by wiping 
them out of existence. 

Were we to stop right here (where most of the inflation- 
ists close their arguments upon the national bank question) 
without presenting the other side of the ledger a very fair 
case wight appear as against the banks, but before crediting 
this $15,500,000 as a net saving to the government let us 
stop to inquire the cost. By the Comptroller’s Report for 
1878, page 44, part first, it appears that the national banks 
hav paid back to the government and the people during the 
last ten years, in state and United States taxes alone, $169,- 
081,812, averaging very nearly $17,000,000 per annum or 
three and sixty-sevén hundredths per cent of their average 
capital. The municipal taxes paid by the national banks 
are Variously estimated from one to two and one-half per 
cent of their capital. The average capital for the last ten 
years is $446,000,000. The low estimate of one per cent for 
local taxes would be over four and one-half millions, which 
added to the $17,000,000 of government and state taxes will 
make $21,500,000 per anaum which it will cost the goveri- 
ment and the people to save $15,500,000, showing a direct 
loss in the operation of $6,000,000 annually, 

It may be argued, however, that a destruction of our 
present national banking system will not destroy capital, 
that the same capital will still exist from which the same 
revenue Can be derived. But how weak is this argument in 
the light of facts! Every dollar of national bank capital is 
now reached by the assessors in all parts of the Union. Not 
only the par value is assessed, but often the surplus fund, 
the accumulation of years, pays its full proportion of the 
state and local taxes, while it is a well known fact to all 
business men that hardly one dollar in ten of the aggregate 
personal property of the country pays auy tax at all. 

PROFITS UPON CIRCULATION. 

A very erroneous opinion prevails among the greenbackers 
in regard to the profits derived by the national banks upon 
their circulation, The privilege of issuing currency is sup- 
posed by many to be a very valuable one, The national 
banks are often accused of enjoying a great monopoly in 
this respect. To refute this claim it is only necessary to 
state that the national bank system is entirely free to all 
who wish to engage in the business. It is a noteworthy 
fact in this connection that since the repeal of the law re- 
stricting the bank currency to $354,000,000, by act of Con- 
gress, January 14, 1875, bankers hav not availed themselves 
of the privilege to increase their issues, as the following 
statement will show; 

National bank currency in circulation, 

March, 1875.......... n" 
March, 1876............sueuueusn. 
Jan'y, 1877............... Lulu 292,851,351 
March, 1878............0 cee eee 300,926, 284 

(See Comptroller's Report, 1878, part second, page 13.) 

The national bank system is not a monopoly in any sense 
of the word, neither is it wholly the property of rich capital- 
ists. Upon this subject the Comptroller, in his Report for 
1878, page 8, says: ‘‘ Among the shareholders may be found 
persons in every station of life, and great numbers of women 
and children rely for their support upon the successful 
management of these institutions. The elaborate tables 
which appeared in the Comptroller’s Report for 1876 showed 
that there were only 767 persons anywhere who held $50,090 
each of national bank stock; that more than one-half of the 
whole number of shareholders held each but $1,000 or less 
of such stock. Of the shareholders owning not 
more than $1,000 each there were 32,235 in Massachusetts 
alone, 12,784 in New York, 14,621 in Pennsylvania, etc., 
etc. It is not probable that the stock of any other class of 
corporations in the country is more widely distributed 
among the people of moderate means than is the national 
banks. It is also distributed largely among members of al] 
political parties, and, as a rule, is free from the control of 
partisan influence.” 

Yet in the light of all these facts, Mz. Morrison, you close 
your unwarrantable tirade against the national banks in the 
following words: ‘‘ This national banking monopoly bribed 
their way into power; they hav never been willing to be 
governed by the will of the people. I now declare that the 
above arraignment of the national banking system is true, 
and not all of the truth either; then am I not justified in 
saying that this system is a fraud?" 

Now, Mr. Morrison, I hav shown conclusively by the 
highest authority ig the land—the official records at Wash- 
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ington—the undeniable fact that your tirade zs not true; and 
I further appeal to every intelligent reader who is interested 
in this question to consult the authorities I hav cited; and I 
ask you to look again more closely into the statistics bearing 
upon this subject and tell me in your next letter if there is 
not really more fraud in your random statements than there 
is in the national banking system. 

That some system of banking is absolutely essential to 
commercial prosperity I believe the most ardent inflationist 
will hardly deny. Banks are an outgrowth of civilization; 
they are the product of necessity; they pick up and utilize 
small balances, amounting to vast sumsin the aggregate, 
enabling them to assist enterprises that could not be accom- 
plished without them. The banks of issue giv us an elastic 
currency, expanding with the demands of trade, and con- 
tracting by redemption when not in use, thereby making it 
stable and of comparative uniform value, 

As no new or improved system of banking has been pro- 
posed by any of our acknowledged economists, nor by you, 
Mr, Morrison, or any of your soft-money friends, the ques- 
tion at issue appears to be, Shall we maintain the present 
safe, economical, well-tried national bank system, or drop 
back into the old, extravagant, dangerous way of banking 
under the conflicting state laws? 

Those who recollect the great currency panic of 1857—the 
wide-spread financial distress endured vy the people in con- 
sequence of an unsecured bank-note circulation—they who 
can recall the fact that nearly all of the bank currency of 
the country was redeemable at a discount varying from one- 
eighth of one per cent to one or two cents on the dollar, 
and that the currency issued by many of the Western or 
wild-cat banks had no security whatever; the merchant who 
can remember paying an exchange to the banks upon all of 
his collection paper varying in amount from one-half of one 
per cent to one or two cents on the dollar, surely: such 
people will not welcome a revival of the old system. 

Under the present wisely-arranged national bank system 
we hav a uniform safe currency, receivable alike in all parts 
of the Union. The exchange between the most distant parta 
of the country has been reduced in price to one-eighth or 
one-tenth of one per cent. The price of transferring bal- 
ances from one part of the country to another has been 
reduced 80 low by the national system as to make a saving 
to the people of many millions of dollars annually. 

There are no secrets in the national banking system. ‘‘ He 
who runs may read.” Five times each year the Comptroller 
calls for a sworn statement, takcn from the books of the 
bank at some prior date, showing their exact condition. 
These statements are by law published in the town, village, 
or city where the bank is located. A government examiner 
or detective visits every national bank in the Union at least 
once each year, going through with the minutest detalls of 
the business, a report of which is: ¿lso transmitted to the 
Bank Department at Washington. Every safeguard that 
can be thought of is thrown sround the banks for the pro- 
tection of the depositor as well as the bill-holder. When 
we consider the fact that during the last fifteen years the 
national banks hav maintained an average circulation of 
three hundred million dollars, and not one dollar of their 
notes hav been lost to the holder, it is, to say the least, & 
compliment that we can pay to no other rystem of banking 
heretofore inaugurated. 

In my next letter I will discuss the subject of interest on 
money and other financial questions necesearily crowded out 
of this article, JonN W. TRUESDELL. 

Syracuse, N. F., Jan. 10, 1880. 


Notes by H. L. Green. 


A. N. Sommes, a young man now residing in Shrewsbury, 
Vermont, anà who has recently graduated at a “ divinity 
school,” has abandoncd the idea of preaching “ Christ, and 
him crucified,” and proposes to preach, in the place of such 
nonsense, the gospel of humanity, or, in other words, enter 
the Liberal lecture field. He has already delivered a num- 
ber of Freethought lectures that hav been well received, 
and I bespeak for thc brave young man a generous welcome 
into the Liberal ranka. * 

A LIBERAL convention will be held in the Universalist 
church in the city of Titusville, Pa., February 7th and 8th. 
It is expected that the Hon. William Barnsdall, the mayor 
of the city, wili preside, and large delezations from neigh. 
boring towns will be present. The speakers announced are 
Lyman C. Howe, of Fredonia, N. Y.; O. P. Kellogg, of 
Ohio; Mrs Hannah T. Sterne, of Titusville, and the 
writer. I hope to mect many of the Liberals of western 
Pennsylvania at that meeting. 


Iam gratified to learn that Prof. B. F. Underwood has 
recently delivered in the city of Milwaukee an able address 
in defense of the principles of the National Liberal League. 
He also, in the same lecture, Criticised the distinguished 
liar Joe Cook in this manner : '"''The misrepresentations of 
such men as Joseph Cook—who is himself a compound of 
genius, insanity, and ‘ pure cussedness '—in ponnecting the 
cause of state secularization with obscenity will defeat them- 
selves ; and we shall yet hav a republic in which there will 
be no disabilities or privileges on account of religion, and 
in which shall be guaranteed to all equal and exact justice.” 


Pror., Cumas. H. GODDARD, of Swan Lake, Dak. Ter., the 
committee man of that territory, has established a school in 
that town, which he ‘‘hopes will one day become the 
nucleus of aradical ‘ Infidel’ college or perhaps university.” 
Prof. Godard requests Liberals to aid him in making his 
school a success. He has heretofore been the principal for 
seven years of the public school of that town. He has pro- . 
cured three hundred and twenty acres of land upon which 
he proposes to erect some fine school buildings. He is now 
organizing a Liberal League. He writes like a man who 
believes he has a work to di and intends to do it, m 
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She Ernth Seeker, January 25, 1880. | : 


Communications. 


The Benefits of Religion. 


To tHE Epviton or Tae TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Ina 
recent sermon a certain Boston clergyman gave, by name, 
street, and number, a complete directory of all the dens of 
infamy in his city. This method of advertising is certainly 
a valuable and profitable one, at least to the listeners and 
persons advertised, though doubtless the short-sighted and 
reverend advertiser intended it to be otherwise. It isa wide- 
spread and well-founded belief that the principal patrons 
of the houses of ill-fame in our large cities; as well as the 
most profitable customers of the many abortionists that 
flourish in our midst, belong to. the pious and over-fed 
congregations of our fashionable churches. The attempt 
to bring to justice the celebrated Madam Maxwell, one of 
New York’s most notorious abortionists, some years ago, 
brought out some facts that tended strongly to establish the 
truth of this conclusion. She held in her possession proofs 
of crime in high places, damning facts concerning the im- 
moral private lives and deaths in the families of our leaders 
in fashion, politics, and religion, that convinced the author- 
ities that to press her case to trial would seal their political 
doom. Ño they refrained, and she returned to her business 
benefited by a free advertisement in the news columns of 
the leading papers throughout the country. 

The sermon of which I speak, which was preached by the 
Rev. Henry Morgan in October last, must hav been an 
interesting one to his congregation. There was no napping 
then, ard the gentlemen, at least, must hav been sorry when 
the adventurous and reverend explorer came to the end of 
his delectable list. Such sermons cannot be classed among 
“ glittering generalities.” It is all very well to say, in the 
conventional non-commital manner: ‘‘ Beware | the city is 
full of temptations. Avoid them.” But how much better, 
how much more interesting, to young men as well as to 
venerable and hoary-headed Christians, it is to say : “At 
No. 49 Blanque street, room 5, livs Polly Perkins, a young 
damsel of easy virtue ; beware of her ; she may lead you 
astray !" How interesting it must be to unwise maidens, 
over-wise matrons, and penny-wise Lotharios to hav their 
ears tickled with the announcement from the pulpit that at 
the corner of Dark street and Shady Place dwells Madam 
Vaseline, abortioness ! 

Of course this is all right. It concerns only the congrega- 
tion, the preacher, and the persons advertised. If they are 
Content, outsiders ought not to complain. If a church gees 
fit to pay a preacher to keep them posted on affairs among 
the demt-monde, and the prospects of prostitution generally, 
we should only look on and smile. It is none of our busi- 
ness whether the parson expounds the Bible or the bagnio, 
go long as we are not forced to listen to the exposition ; but 
if a newspaper should dare to print such an advertisement 
as that published from the Rev. Mr. Morgan's pulpit, no 
decent family would patronize it longer, and the Society 
for the Protection of Vaseline would bleed it of a few 
thousand dollars of ‘‘ hush money.” Things may be said in 
the pulpit, done in. the church, and read in the Bible that 
law, public opinion, and common decency would not tol- 
erate elsewhere. So who that has a Jeaning that way would 
not !e a church member and enjoy the full benefits of 
religion ? 

Another method of advertising much in vogue is that of 
using the church,front as a bulletin board for the coffin 
maker, who also officiates as sexton. On many of the 
churches of this and other cities may be found, spiked up 
at one side of the door, a neatly painted sign board, pro- 
Claiming to the public the solemn fact that Mr. Paul 
Bearer, sexton and undertaker, resides at No. 73 Hearse 
avenue. On the other side of the portico of the honse of 
God may be found the parson’s sign, giving his street and 
number. To complete the significant trinity the physician 
ought to hav his shingle above the door. His services are 
required to bring the congregation, individually, into the 
world ; it giv8 him and the parson a fat living to get them 
through the world ; and when they are ready to leave it, 
or are forced to leave it unready, it takes all three, doctor, 
parson, and undertaker, to get them out of the world in the 
orthodox method. By all means let the doctor nail hig 
sign board over the vestibule, and share, equally with his 
co-laborers, in the benefits of religion. 

While I am on this subject I will relate, as nearly as I can 
remember it, a fragment of conversation I overheard on a 
Brooklyn ferryboat, the other day, between the editor of a 
religious newepsper and another gentleman. AsI am not 
familiar with musical nomenclature I may not get the 
technical terms correct, but I giv them as nearly right as 
memory will allow : 

** Sharp, is he ?” 

‘Sharp! sharp’s no name for it. Why, he never opens 
his mouth in prayer-meeting that he doesn't ring in some 
puff of his pianos. Talk about making a business of relig. 
ion! he makes % religion of business. If he ever gets to 
heaven, and he will if he can trade a piano fora through 
ticket, he will persuade the heavenly orchestra that their 
harps are discordant compared with his pianos, and he'll 
hav a piano factory in fu!l blast inside of a month.” 

** But how does he take so well among church people ?" 

“ He plays the pious dodge, and he does it well -Let me 
tell you how he worked it at our lest revival a few months 
ago: Going into the inquiry room he found there several 
repentant sinners, willing and anxious to receive salvation. 
He undertook to show them how to come to Jesus. As soon 
as he got a chance to speak, he began, apparently addressing 
his remarks to a neatly dressed young man in the opposite 
corner of the room : * Young man, all you need is faith. 
You must take Jesus at his word. B.lieve and be saved, 
Balvation costs you nothing but belief—the greatest prize in 


the world for merely willing to believe. Suppose I should 
tell you that if you come to my show rooms—which are as 
fine as any in New York—suppose I promise you that if you 
come there I will giv you a magnificent $600 Warris Haw- 
ters Square grand piano, rosewood case, elegantly finished, 
style 4-11-44, seven octaves, weighing a thousand pounds 
on a full giraffe scale, fine rosewood case, round corners, 
beautifully carved limbs and liar, solid rosewood case, 
heavy serpentine and top molding all around the elegant 
rosewood case, back finished same as front, very latest full 
iron frame, horizontal bars and braces, magnificent rose- 
wood case, improved new counter-scale and overstrung 
thorough bass, grand French action, fretful desk, celebrated 
rosewood ease, carved pedlars, solid rosewood ca—that is, 
moldings, ivory keys and keyholes, capped claw-hammers, 
giraffe treble, and first-class rosewood case, and every im- 
provement that along and broad experience can suggest— 
suppose I tell you I will giv you this magnificent $600 piano 
for only $800. Would you believe me ? The man of faith 
would take me at my word, and he would come to my 
show-rooms and find it exactly as I represented, ex-act-ly as 
I represented. The skeptic, the unbeliever, the man of 
little faith, would sneer, and pass on, and say I was offering 
too much for the money. 

* t My young friend, it is just so with salvation. Christ 
offers you salvation if you will only come to him, hav faith 
in him, and believe;/what he says. The man of faith believes 
what Christ says. He takes him at his word. He comes 
to Jesus, and he receives salvation. The unbeliever, the 
man Of little faith, sneers and passes on. But he finds out 
too late that he is wrong. My friend, my dear young friend, 
you must hav faith.’” 

The boat struck the pier, the conversers hurried up the 
wharf and disappeared in the crowd, and I lost the rest of 
the conversation. Who this religiously inclined piano- 
dealer is I did not learn, but he evidently knew how to 
reap the full business benefits of religion. It was a happy 
thought of his to compare his piano to salvation, and him- 
self to Christ. He killed two birds with one stone, or 
rather, he advertised two marketable commodities with one 
neat little speech ; and he did not forget to mention his 
“solid rosewood Case.” ; H. J. T. 

e 
Minnesota. 

The Dacotahs meant, by the word minne, water, and sotah 
sky-tinted. Sky-tinted waters is therefore the signification 
of the word Minnesota, a poetic name for a poetic land—a 
land of lakes, eleven hundred!—a veritable fairyland of 
lakes, cascades, rivulets. No man deserves the name of 
traveler who has missed a sight of the upper Mississippi. 
Here are to be found dells, and vales, and bluffs in magnifi- 
cent profusion, as if nature had in this region emptied her 
apron of her choicest glories. 

Leaving Prairie Du Chien on Monday last, I crossed on 
the railroad pontoon bridge to McGregor, then steam cars 
to La Crosse, thence, recrossing the Mississippi, sped along 
the Minnesota side to Lake City, most of the distance close 
to the river, bluffs in some places so near at hand that they 
could be almost touched through the car window, and being 
several hundred feet high, occasionally shut out a view of 
the moon, which was well up in the southwest. An Ameri- 
can who travels through Eastern lands before he has visited 
his own picturesque America, ‘‘’tis a folly and a shame 
unto him.” Reader, hav you never visited this wonder 
land? O ye invalids from Eastern slopes and harsh 
winds; here is your “‘land of promise t’ 

Ah! breathe deep with me the pure, dry air of this invig- 
orating latitude and altitude. Drink deep with me the 
cool, sparkling spring waters! My Christian friend, why 
be in haste to go to heaven before you hav seen the Falls of 
Minnehaha? the Dalles of St. Croix? St. Anthony Falls ? 
Bridal Veil? (Romantic couples hav been married behind 
the falling spray.) Lakes Pepin, White Bear, Minnetonka, 
Como, are noted places of resort. This happy land is free 
from malaria and kindred diseases. Chills and fevers 
are unknown, unless some guest Consents to take within 
the border his parting shake. — Bilious fevers are dismissed 
unceremoniously. In fact, Minnesota has one of the 
healthiest climates in the world. Physicians in former 
years advised consumptive patients to go South, to Florida, 
Islands of the Sea, Cuba. The warmer climes did not, asa 
rule, justify expectations. Of late years, the recommenda- 
tion of informed physicians is, ‘‘ Hie away to Minnesota!” 
If you are too far gone your stay will be more pleasant 
while you do remain. 

A few words about the cold weather. We havit. You 
sometimes see it reported that we hav forty degrees below 
z:ro.  "Therefrom people draw erroneous conclusions 
They imagine that is the average temperature. The fact 
is the thermometer rarely indicates that degree of cold. 
On!y for four or five times during the four months’ winter 
do we hav twenty degrees below zero, lasting two or three 
days at atime. Again, thirty degrees below zero is more 
comfortable here than ten degrees below in the Eastern 
states. Moreover, during the prevalence of the coldest days 
here the air is in motion but little, and the sun shines 
brightly. I hav spent three wintersin this state, and hav 
traveled in open conveyance, often from twenty to eighty 
miles in the dead of winter, and experienced more comfort 
and less fatigue than when moving half the distance in 
Michigan, Illinois, and Iowa. The air is drier here, and 
the cold is consequently agreeable and,bracing. Pleasanter 
winters I never experienced in my life. A long, damp, 
drizzly spring, such as pesters the life out of the mis .uided 
dwellrs of New England, is entirely unknown in this 
‘*land of the blest.” "When we are done with winter we are 
done, and j :yously leap from our cheery Boreas plump into 
the lap of glorious Summer. Practically, we hav but three 
seasons—the peerless Minnesota summer; its warm mid- 
days and cool evenings, nights, and mornings, with but few 


exceptions. Just the climate for the boon of sound repos 
for the laborer; and especially for the brain workers. Its 
long autumn—aglow with the splendors of the rainbow 
colors, purple and gold and crimson. Nature holds carni- 
val; and as the sun slides behind the curtain of night, the 
stars twinkle with a brilliancy and richness of color in tbis 
clear atmosphere unseen in the haze of the East, and Aurora 
joins to lend enchantment to.the scene. 
Lake City, Minn. W. PF. JAMIERON. 
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God in the Constitution? Never! 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH BEEKEB, Sir: There is a 
general attempt on the part of the churches, the Y. M..C. A., 
and other church auxiliaries, led on by a howling, frightened, 
but cruel clergy, to put God into the Constitution. The 
M. E. Church Conference has lately passed resolutions 
urging Congress to speedily amend the Constitution, so that 
the Bible Jehovah can be put into it, and this they suggest 
as the most successful way of closing the mouth of the 
Skeptic. . 

To put God into the Constitution would defeat and destroy 
the unanimous desire of the continental fathers, who framed 
and fashioned the wisest constitution of the freest republic 
on earth. Will some clergyman answer this question? 
Who will be benefited by putting God into the Constitution? 
Is it God's work and for his sake that you interest yourselves 
so much to put him in the Constitution ? Ishesucha puny, 
doll-dummy baby that he needs this special act of Congress 
to bolster him up and add a little strength to his gigantic 
incompetency? Can it benefit God for Congress to so amend 
the Constitution as to squeeze him in with his horns and 
bloody robes? Laying aside all jokes, we insist upon un 
answer, Can it benefit God for Congress to pass such an 
amendment? Could it benefit him? could it help him? 
would it make him wiser or better ? It might license him 
to commit crime and deviltry like of old, when he enslaved 
and prostituted women, ravished little girls, and slaughtered 
innocent ones by thousands. But we press the question, If 
God has anything to do with this clerical trick, by what 
authority does he ask, in the evening of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, to be put into the Constitution of this grand republic? 
He had nothing to do with the discovery of this country, 
nor with the framing of our laws. The man who discovered 
America was imprisoned and shamefully treated by his vice- 
gerents and embassadors, while the noble, brave, skeptical 
creators of our free laws hav been slandered and libeled by 
his later embassadors. He got himself mixed up in the 
politics of Palestine about 3,500 years ago, according to the 
book which never lies (?. For 1,500 years, according to this 
book, he was kept in the Jewish Constitution. During this 
time he waged two hundred unjust and cruel wars, slaugh- 
tered in cold blood ten million innocent men and women, 
ravished little girls, prostituted wives and old mothers, estab- 
lished the most infamous systems of slavery on the face of 
the earth, robbed and plundered all the surrounding nations, 
and, after running his government into all the vices of the 
age, he run it hopelessly into debt, his son to the cross, and 
then,left it in poverty and weakness to go to the devil. 
Now, for such a God, who, for ignorance, cowardice, and 
tyranny, has never had an equal, to attempt to crowd himself 
into the Constitution of a great government like ours is 
impudence not paralleled in history; and for the clergy to 
attempt to put this God into the Constitution shows either 
ignorance on their part or else designing cruelty. But as the 
Bible Jehovah is only a myth, created by man in his igno, 
rance, and worshiped by mau in his ignorance, it is nof 
likely he has anything to do in this cunning trick of his 
so-called embassadors. It is evident that this entire work is 
the work of the churches—a scheme gotten up by the clergy 
to save themselves from further loss, and regain, if possible, 
what they hav already lost in the conflict with modern skep- 
ticism. 

It is said that in olden times God visited this earth and 
spent no little time with his beloved and sinful children. In 
the summer season, when the young women wore low-necked 
dresses, his visits to earth were very frequent and quite 
lengthy. In those days he got into the Corstitution of the 
nation, when he at once began to interfere in all little 
domestic quarrels and social secrets. He would frequently 
giv directions as to how the maid-servants should bake pie- 
crust aud the men-servants skin calves. If he wanted to 
show his power or spuuk he would make a river run up 
stream or a mountain dance a whirligig. He would some- 
times amuse himself in drowning a world, burning up a city, 
turning à woman into salt, or filling the belly of hungry 
bears with the blood of little children, just because they 
laughed a little at a bald-headed old hermit, who wore 
neither hat nor wig. In these good old days God always 
accompanied his soldiers to baitle, until the enemy appeared 
in view, when he would place in the front a little box, called 
an ark, which he claimed would do as much good as he him- 
self (and in this we believe he was right), while he retrca:ed 
to the rear, where he would hav important business. If the 
fight waxed very warm, he always had business in heaven. 
But it was a comfort and great encouragement to his follow- 
era for him to accompany them to the battle field, if it was 
only to hurrah and run, for the old religionists, like modern 
religionists, would rather hav a cowardly God than no God, 
But since the birth of modern skeptics, since men hav dared 
to think and reason for themselves, God has fled from the 
earth, and to-day his religious army Las no leader but a 
mystical nobody, who hasn't any sense, who is afraid of 
everybody who has any sense, and he far up in the skies, at. 
least far enough to be out of the reach of the skeptic’s argu- 
ments, Consequently his army has become frightened and 
discomforted, like any army would at the flight of the boast- 
ful general upon whom they had relied. And what is pass- 
ing strange to me is that these church people sbould cling 
to God after his forsaking them, refusing to answer their 
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prayers (because he can't) and under no circumstances 
. showing himself às long as there is a bald-headed Ingersoll 
on earth,. But the priests hav staked their all, and the 
churches hav accumulated large properties, and all this they 
hav done in the name of God ; and now to save the. property 
, and the office of priest they seek to bolster up God (for it 
has been in his name they hav robbed the laboring poor for 
ages) by giving him either a Republican or Democratie boost, 
that they may continue in their jgnoble and dishonorable 
business of worshiping and preaching a wyth—one which 
they know by experience cannot and will not help them— 
one whose history is one of cruelty, cowardice, and shame. 
All this we are willing that they should do, nor would we 
legislate to prevent them from so doing (for we believe in 
all men worshiping and preaching what they believe is 
right); but when it comes to palming this God of treachery, 
cowardice, and filth upon thinking men and women by law 
(when they would rather worship the devil a thousand times 
over, believing him to be a thousand times better), we raise 
our earnest, solemn, and determined protest. We who 
believe in the God of Reason and no other god surely hsv as 
good a right to do so as our orthodox neighbors hav to 
believe in a god of cruelty and blood; but it would be 
treason to all the principles of liberty for Infidels to attempt 
to put even such a god into the Constitution, and thus 
impose by law upon others that which they do not believe. 
But this is something that Infidels would not do, for such 
things are dons in this country by Christians or not at all. 
For Congress to put this Bible God into the Constitution 
would virtually be Congress disfranchising every Infidel 
and skeptic in the land. Such infamy will not be tolerated 
in this country, and this the priest might as well learn now 
88 at any other time. 
tian would raise the ire of five million American citizens, 


practical Atheist in the world, without your God father. 1f 
the father exists, then let him do his duty to the true and 
loving sons of earth, — — 

He has made them, botb pbysical and mental; he has 
made every quality and aptitude. He has made their physi- 
cal surroundings. He has made them what they are, He 
alone is responsible, because he is the maker. The thing 
made is never responsible for the maker, but the maker for 
his work." Then our duty is plain—if the father exists, to 
, tell bim to do unto others as he would hav others do unto 
‘him. If he is a father, let him be as good as a father to his 
earthly children—giv them health instead of sickness, intel- 
ligence instead of ignorance, plenty and happiness instead. 
of want, poverty, and misery. If he is happy, why not 
make bis children happy? If he is intelligent, why not 
make his children intelligent? It he is abundantly rich, 

why not make his children rich ? As he will never die, why 
let hie children die ? l 

Wili your correspordent kindly look over the lap of his 
mother earth and see how many demands her children hav 
upon that father, of whom he speaks nobly but unwisely, 
and see those demands not answered ?—lock at the supplies 
sent but not wanted ? I hav seen supplies sent and demands 
ignored. ; 

When supply and demand is a universal law between 
earth children and the imaginary father, then your corre- 
spondent may write his rant of poetry and it answer for a 
logic of fact. CHARLES AUDLEY. 

Wilkinsburgh, Pa. 


Obscenity. 
To THE EDITOR or Tur TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: This topic 


Such an amendment fo the Constitu- | will stick in my mind so long as Bennett is in prison on that 


pretext. We feel inclined to turn over the pretext and look 


who hav tasted freedom and would rather die than submit atit on every side. The rational inference would be that as 


to such an unjust imposition. Such a law would be resisted 


the church has such holy horror of obscenity, and stretches 


unto death by thousands of the bravest, noblest, wisest, and | her authority so far as to pervert all law on the subject, and 


purest of the land. It would be the inauguration of a reign 


to procure convictions through thick and thin, right or 


of terror more fearful than the one of old, when France | wrong, for the purpose to repress alleged obscenity, she (the 


was baptized in blood. The citadels of orthodoxy and the 
thieving centers of monopolies will go down in ashes and 
. up in smoke, and the places where the ill-gotten gain of the 
Lord, like imposing wealth, are covered and furnished with 
costly work will be leveled, yea, more than leveled, that the 
poor may walk over the ruins and industry arise out of idle- 
ness. 

The great work for Liberals for 1880 is to acquaint the 
American Voters with the God the churches are trying to put 
into the Constitution ; fcr no man can acquaint himself with 
the Bible Jehovah without loathing his very name. Let the 
cry be, **Down with the gods ! but arise, O ye men !” 

Alliance, Ohio. R. C. FLOWER. 
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The Mirror Held up to “ Dreamland.” 


To THE Eprron or THE TRuTH SEEKER, Sir; A corre- 
spondent in your columns, signing himself J..5. Thompson, 
writes to Col. Ingersoll a letter from dreamland. Mr. 
Ingersoll is able to answer for himself ; therefore anything 
I may say in this letter Col. Ingersoll is in no way respon- 
gible for. 

“When hope sees a star,” doubt finds the star a fancy. 
When hope and fancy lead men to see things that are not, 
doubt comes to their aid with the logic of facts to show 
them that that which they see in fancy is not, while the 
reality they see not, *'Listening love" can hear more than 
the ‘‘rustling of a wing." It can hear the fancy-trumpet 

. sound and songs of praise to the imaginary king. When 
imagination runs into wild fancies then hope, love, and 
folly make worlds behind the verge of time and space, 
which their devotees call the *' higher school over there.” 

Your correspondent does not sigh for immortal life, but, 
like a man of true courage, demands it upon the universal 
law of suppiy and demand. If it is right for him to demand, 
it is right for me to demand. 

Here are my demands, and if they could be realized, all 
the world would go with my demands, upon the principle 
that ‘‘a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush :” I hay 
enjoyed life, youth, and beauty upon this earth. Life, 
youth, and beauty I know to be stern realities, not fancies, 
T hav tasted their joys ; with your correspondent, I demand 
a full meal, upon the principle of universal supply and 
demand—life immortal upon this earth, to enjoy immortal 
youth ever sutrounded with immortal beauty. Let falr 
earth become our “higher school.” Then we can stop here, 
and not wish to go ‘ over there.” 

Your correspondent says the sun is his father and the 
earth is his mother ; the mother is in the arms of the father, 
and he is inthe lap of his mother earth ; yet he wants to 
leave his mother and go to his father. Why not be content, 
seeing that he is in the lap of his mother and in the arms of 
his father ? Unless his father is changeable, I am afraid his 
lot after he has slipped from the lap of mother earth will be 
the same as it was before blrth. He knew nothing before 
he came upon the lap of his mother ; how can he expect to 
know after he has left it ? 

That which is eternal must hav existed from all eternity. 
That which comes into existence in time will go out of 
existence in time. ‘To talk of life beginning to be, and ex- 
isting to all eternity, is just as wise as to talk of a walking- 
stick with one end, That class of men who are not content 
with this life, will they be content with what they call the 
“higher,” life “over there ?” or will they be demanding a 
"higher school over there ?" If the father is the same to- 
day, to-morrow, and to all eternity, what will they receive 
by avy demand? Does he answer their demands to-day ? 
then how will he answer to-morrow ? The father answers 

` no demands, no prayers. He neglects or mocks you to-day ; 

he will do so to-morrow, and through all eternity. Whether 

you believe in the father or not, you must liv the life of a 


church) is free from the moral taint. 


The old artist painters, such as Raphael, Michael Angelo, | 


Titian, etc., following their own tastes, might sometimes 
hav painted nude figures, but not obscene ones. It was at 
the instigation of ecclesiastics that on various occasions 
they painted on cathedral and church walls what we would 
call obscene pictures. It is on church and abbey walla 
almost exclusively that obscene pictnres by the old masters 
occur. Most of them hav been obliterated, and quite a 
number hav only been whitewashed over, and could be 
restored at any time. This whitewashing process is very 
ecclesiastical. Never mind the obscenity on the walls or in 
the character; a little whitewash hides it all. I need 
scarcely again refer to thirty or forty skeleton forms of 
nuns at Battle Abbey that had broken their vows of chastity, 
and were immured in stone niches and the solid wall 
built over them, there to starve and stifle to death. No holy 
friar would break his vow or sufferif he did ; a little church 
whitewash would purify the friar, but death to the nun. 
The inquiry set on foot by Henry Eighth of England into 
ecclesiastical doings revealed such an amount of lascivious 
obscenf€y that it was a scandal to the whole country, and so 
he suppressed monastic institutions. 

But our modern church—the reformed, the pure, the 
tolerant, the enlightened—it might be argued, must not be 
compared with the old monastic church. This is just the 
comparison we wish to make. Did any one beside myself 
read in Tam TRUTH SEEKER, not more than & year ago, the 
doings of Christian pastors in obscenity and crime—the 
names, dates, localities, and crimes by the Christian pastors 
for one year? The leaders and exponents of Christianity 
had behaved more atrociously than any other class of equal 
numbers in the community—murder, rape, forgery, and 
every imaginable crime. Any one of these charges, if false, 
would hav subjected Bennett to suit for slander. But the 
church dared not bring a suit against any one charge of the 
hundreds, because they were all true. Like the clergy of 
Henry Eighth's time, they are the most scandalously bad 
set of men in the whole country. And is this the stripe of 
men to sit in judgment on the acts of Bennett? Is the 
Young Men's Christian Association, with itg representative, 
Comstock, not separated even by a little whitewash from 
the nude girls, nor from his smut-bag of filth, ostentatiously 
carried around for inspection ? Is this the stripe of men to 
condemn Bennett for obscenity ? 

Not allthe quibbles of law, not all the whitewash you 
can mix, not all the dirt the church can revel in or throw, 
not al! the excuses possible, can hide the deformity of this 
outrage on American liberty, committed against the person 
of D. M. Bennett, the church victim of the Albany Peni- 
tentiary. F. J. EmMany. 

Osceola, Iowa, Dec. 28, 1879. 
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Profit. 


The idea of profit controls the actions of the human 
family very largely. For the profit of a long and pleasant 
life the;preservation of health is attempted. Fer the profit 
lof a permanent situation in the Christian’s home in glory 
Bible stories are read, interpreted, and wholesale condemna- 
tion of unsympathetic sinners-indulged in. For profit 
whisky and tobacco are sold, and for supposed profit these 
sources of disease and delirium are used. Free trade is 
favored or opposed according to hope of profit. Men are 
honest, believing that course profitable in the long run. 
Lies are told, pockets are picked, banks embezzled, govern- 
ments defrauded, and sermons are preached for profit. 


War, slander, and murder are the works of profit seekers. 
Benevolence givs because pleasure i8 experienced in giving 
and seeing need relieved. Taz TRUTH SEEKER seeks and 
publishes truth that the world may profit by it. 

; W. B, KELSEY, 


A Prayer: 


OFFERED AT THE OPENING OF THE MEETING OF THE LIB- 
ERAL LEAGUE OF NORTHERN IOWA, HELD AT SHELL 
ROCK, BUTLER CO., IOWA, NOV. 22, 1879. 


Reposing no confidence in, and having no respect for, the 
gods of wood and stone set up by a designing priesthood, 
for the purpose of enslaving the more ignorant but far more 
honest masses, we worship not at such a senseless shrine. 
And having no confidence in any of the thirty thousand 
ideal gods set up by ancient mythologisis for the same 
base purpose, we make no pilgrimage to any of their altars. 
Neither adore we the '' golden calf " worshiped by ignorant 
dupes of old, although it has now grown to be a monstrous 
beast, with more than ten horns, owning the popular 
churches of all creeds and the political dynasties of all 
lands, trampling into the dust every where love, liberty, and 
labor; truth, justice, and humanity. We scorn its adora- 
tion. Nor hav we confidence in the imaginary creations of 
designing men, who hav pictured gods after their own 
image, and in their own likeness, for the purpose of exalt- 
ing themselves and enelaving the more ignorant and honest 
of mankind. We hav no prayers to such imaginary crea- 
tions. And regarding it as vain and foolish, we offer no 
prayer to the eternal and immutable principles of matter, 
which govern and control all atoms and worlds, and which 
change not at the bidding or beck of any priest or potentate, 

i notwithstanding his* professed familiarity with the gods; 
‘and which eternal principles never fiod it necessary to 
resort to crime in order to repeat themselves or perpetuate 
their ow» existence. We offer no prayer in this direction. 
But having great confidence in humanity, we pray you, 
brothers and sisters, that as your minds are divested of 
error and prejudice, and imbued with the principles of 
truth, justice, and humanity, that you stand up nobly as 
men and women, in defense and for the honor of those 
noble principles. When dark wrong and hateful oppression 
seek to strangle liberty and enchain the free-born mind, 
close up your ranks, we pray you, and let not a single heart 
quail. But may we all rest assured that, if we but do our 
duty, the right must ultimately come uppermost, May we 
ever ''feelfor those in bonds as bound with them," confi- 
dent that 

“ He'8 true to good who's true to man; Wherever wrong is 

done 

To the humblest and the weakest, ‘neath the all-beholding sun, 
That wrong is surely done to us; and they areBlaves most base, 
Whose love of right is for themselves, and not for all the race.” 

As lovers of liberty, virtue, and truth, we pray you that 
you ever hold in utter detestation and abhorrence slavery 
and every species of oppression, from whatever source it 
may come. Hand in hand and shoulder to shoulder, in 
the cause of right, may you ever march forward, until hate- 
ful error and damning oppression are forever banished, and 
liberty and truth shall reign 


— —" Where’er the sun 
Does his successive courses run.” 


Amen. 


Denver, Iowa, Jan. 4, 1880. M, F. 


Lectures by Mr. James Holmes. 


Mr. James Holmes, Vice-President of the Secular Society 
(of England), will lecture on any of the following-named 
subjects, by appointment. Dates and terms can be learned 
from him, addressed in care of A. L. Rawson, 34 Bond 
street, New York : 


The Bible Account of Creation vs. the Teachings of Dar- 
win, Tyndall, and Huxley. — i 

Is the B:ble True and of Divine Origin ? 

The '* Fall of Man" a Libel and Falsehood. 

Poverty : 1ts Cause and Cure. 

A Review of the Trial of Charles Bradlaugh and Annie 
Besant for Publishing the ‘‘ Knowlton Pamphlet.” 

Should the Government of the United States be Secular or 
Religious ? 

If there be no Future State, is Life Worth Living ? 

“Tea Man Die Shall He Live Again ?" The Answer Fur- 
nished by Spiritualism. i 

Washington and Lincoln, the Dual Gems of the American 


Presidentship, , 
England’s Three Greatest Orators— Gladstone, Bright, and 
Bradlaugh. 
Skepticism the Liberator of the people. ; 
My Path from the Christian Pulpit to the Freethought 
(Liberal) Platform, with a Review ot My Trial tor Hereav, 
Is There a God; or, Can Man by Searching Find Out 


God ? : 
E'ernel Punishment an Impeachment of Goodness, Love, 


and Justice; a reply to Dr. Talmage’s sermon, ''Is Therea 


Hell ?” 
Christianity Tried and Condemned at the Bar of Reason 


and Humanity. 
The Christian Church a Curse to Man and an Enemy to. 


Freedom and Progress. 
— ee — ——————— 
In Chili and Patagonia it rains almost every day. 
— M 
A citizen of Michigan sports a beard seven and a half 


feet long. 
— i ——— — — 


Cur nails were first made in this country, at Cumber- 
land, Rhode Island. 


Ri pe 
So FAR as known the heaviest rainfall at any place on the 
globe is six hundred inches, which takes place,on the Khasia 
hills, facing the Bay of Bengal. 
So or —— — 

Porsowous snakes very seldom take food in captivity. 
Of some species, no specimen has ever been found that 
would do so. Asa rule, they obstinately starve themselves, 
sometimes living for nine or even twelve months without 
eating, growing gradually weaker day by day, until they 
finally die. 


p 
i 

i 
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played off against the Other im this fight. Each is so jèal:- 
ous of the other that it would be willing to put its hands im, 
its own pockets to compel the other to disgorge a little. 

The work of placing church property upon an equality: 
with secular property is emphatically one for Liberals to do,. 
and we ‘hope it will not be allowed to languish. Every suc-. 
cessive legislature should [be "petitioned until this end is 
accomplished. Legislators should be labored with and every : 
means used to bring about a measure not only just but, if 
allowed to be {perpetuated, fraught with the gravest conse- 
quences to our country. 

— a 


Is the Bible Fit to Be in Our Public Schools? 


This question is coming up all over the country. Upom 
it the Catholic and Protestant sects are constantly at war.. 
Protestantism demands that. it shall be read and taught: 
while Catholicism excludes it. But it is not because of any 
love of fairness that. the latter is opposed to it. It is because: 
the church is opposed to the layman knowing anything: 
whatever about the book except as they learn of it through: 
the priests. In medieval times the Bible was chained to the; 
altar and opened only by the priests. With the introduc-. 
tion of printing, copies so multiplied that it was impossibie : 
to keep it from the people, but the Catholic church has a. 
special version. Luther’s fight with the pope was on the: 
individual's right to private judgment—that is; to read and : 
judge for himself whether the Catholic church was estab- . 
lished by God „He contended it was not, and for that he 
was denounced by the church from which he seceded. But 
Luther’s right of private judgment was but another name 
for persecution. People were to hav the right to read the 
Bible but not to disbelieve it if, after reading, they came to 
the conclusion that it was false. 

In Massachusetts the school war is being fiercely waged. 
Bishop McCloskey has issued a decree in his diocese forbid} 
ding Catholic parents, ** under pain of refusat of absolutiom 
in the sacrament and penance” from sending their children, 
to public schools when there is a parochial school in the: 
town. In Connecticut the fight is of several years stand-. 
ing, and it has been carried into politics. The question is; 
fast being brought up for discussion all over the country. . 
We welcome it, for we feel assured that the more widely: 
the Bible is read, the better it is known, the more familiar - 
the people are with its contents, the more unwilling they» 
will be to hav the unformed minds of children warped and; 
twisted by its teachings. The scholar is told that the Bible»: 
is infallible, but when that tels him that the earth has.. 
*' corners " and the teacher tells him it is round he sees that. 
there is something out of the way. Either the teacher and. 
the.text-books are wrong or the Bible is not infallible... 
When he calls the attention of the older people to this he is: 
met with, ** Hush! it is wrong to doubt. You must read 
your Bible and ask no questions," Such answers confuse 
him, and soon develops within him the first seed of hypoc- 
risy. The truth, as near as it can be arrived at, should be 
taught; and to allow the pupil to fill his mind with fables 
which he must unlearn when older, or else strain his mind 
or bury it altogether, we believe is almost criminal, By the 
Bible he is taught the horrible doctrine that he is totally . 
depraved, that God made him £o, that he could hav made 
him different if he chose, but as he did rot he is a vile 
wretch unworthy of anything good, and it is only by a great, 
stretch of his mercy that he is allowed to liv. But at the. 
last moment, if he repent and believe he can get to heaven.. 
Such teaching is a direct premium on a life of crime. His: 
wicked heart, given him by God, is responsible for the com- 
mission of all his {bad acts, and as a few minutes devoted 
strictly to repentance af the last moment will float him into 
paradise with a pair of wings, he puts off reforming till the 
within five minutes of train time, then grabs his carpet-bag 
and rushes on board. ‘The black cap is always drawn over 
the face of a Christian of a few days. 

The Bible is the inspiration of bigotry; the consolation of 
the murderer; the reference book of intolerance; the source 
of superstition; the fountain from which flows narrowness, 
jealousy, and sectarian wrangles, 

It should be indicted as particeps criminis im the wars of 
the ehurch; as accessory before the fact in the midnight, 
assassination of Freethought. : 

We do not believe that any one can gain the truth by 
studying a falsehood, or become virtuous through reading 
an obscene book. Ingoranee, though gowned and specia- 
cled, can never instruct. 

Schools supported by the people should be for the people 
and not for a part. If we send a load of wheat to be ground 
into flour and the miller sends us back a bagful of plaster of 
paris we should find fault with the mill. We would hate 
to be taxed to support the miller. . Yet if an Infidel sends his 
child to school he never can tell but what some theological 
thief will steal its reason, andin the place of an unclouded 
intellect send it back fettered with the fear of hell. A 
friend of ours has a little four-year-old that until the other 
day never heard of hell. At that time a minister came in, 
and taking the little one upon his knee told her how God 
hated goodness without religion, pictured to her the glow- 
ing hell into which she would be cast unless she loved God, 
described the devil and the darkness in which he dwelt, 
told her about the “spooks” which caught all bad little 
girls, and wound up by asking her if she was not afraid cf 
being caught some dark night by the devil. Her father 
had been busy doing something and did not pay attention 
to what the minister was saying till he heard the little one 
begin to cry; and then Ae commenced to preach. His ser, 
mon was 80 eloquent that the minister left his house. That 
night the little’ girl was afraid to go to bed. She wes 
afraid of the devil, of the glowing hell, the inky darkness 
she had heard about. 2i 

Can any one devise a crueler scheme, a more perfidious 
religion, à baser church, than that which frightens inng- 


domain of religion, and recognizes no religion. It guaran” 
tees to every one fnll liberty to determine for. himself 
whether the church does or does not promote the public 
good, and no other man or congregation of men has the 
right to determine that question for him. It is his right, if | 
he chooses, to contribute to thé support of a church, or he 
may spend his money for the dissemination of the doctrines 
of Atheism, Pantheism, Paganism, Infidelity, or Free- 
thought. That is precisely the right which is guaranteed by 
the guarantee of liberty of conscience. [It is a: right which 
it is too late to re-argue or to attempt to limit, It was 
argued out and fought out long ago, and the result cannot 
be disturbed, nor would any thoughtful man at this day 
attempt to disturb it. itis a right that must be respected. 
But what is left of liberty of conscience if those who 
believe may tax the unbelieving for the support of the 
churches? ‘That is precisely what is done by the exemption 
of church property from taxation. To church property no 
legs than to secular the protection of the government is 
extended. The expenses of the government are defrayed 
by taxation. When church preperty is exempted the whole 
burden falls upon other property, and by so much the taxes 
upon Freethinkers, rationals, and unbelievers are increased; 
besides the direct benefits of the use of church property are 
not enjoyed by the whole people. In the churches whose 
property interests are most valuable the sittings are private 
property, which the general public may no more appropriate 
than it may any other private property. Where the seats 
are not sold the use of the churches is not enjoyed by the 
genersl public, but only by the congregation ; and the con- 
gregations of all the churches do not aggregate one-tenth of 
the population of the state. It is doubtful if they average 
five per cent of it. The taxes that would fall upon church 
property, were taxation distributed equally upon all prop- 
erty, are part of the expenses of maintaining the churches. 
With what propriety, then, can the people that use the 
Churches ask the nine times as many people who do not use 
the churches to be taxed for any part of the expenses‘of main- 
taining them? The question is one of justice, which lies at 
the basis of every faith. Is it right, is it just, to impose a 
burden upon other people that belongs to the congregation 
themselves? and wil! not the atmosphere of the churches be 
better when they assume this burden which belongs to them, 
and by force of law exact nothing for the support of that 
faith which they teach it is the highest and most sacred 
duty to maintain.” 
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Taxing Church Property. 


"We print on the last page ofthis issue of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER a petition for the taxation of ecclesiastical property 
in this stats. We hope the advocates of separation of 
church and state will cut it out, attach blank paper to it, 
and get as many signatures to it as possible. We hope they 
will work early and late, and that such an array of names 
will be presented to our Legislature as will compel that body 
to take more than a passing notice of it. When all the 
names that can be obtained hav been placed upon it, send it 
to Edgar M. Sellon, 12 So. Division street, Buffalo, N. Y. 
If any friends in other states want it, if they will notify us 
of the fact, we will change the name of the state to corre- 
spond, and print it for one week for that state. 

The justness of the demands of the petition must be con- 
ceded by everyone not 80 thorough!y arrogant in their claims 
for religion that they are willing to see it propagated by any 
means, whether fair or foul. Church men who would use 
their power to exempt, at all hazards, their property from 
bearing its just share of the burdens of state are but very 
little removed from their brethren of olden times who 
Bpread their religion with sword and flame. It is very 
important that this work should be done now, before the 
Christians get their God into the Constitution. Once let 
that be done and church and state will snuggle together so 
closely in their marital bed that it will be very much harder 
to separate them. 

In this demand the Liberals hav already on their side 
many of the secular press, and a very few religious sheets. 
The latter, however, do not advocate this from any sense 
of justness, but because they are afraid of their sister church, 
the Catholic. Once let this subject be thoroughly agitated, 
and we shall find a host of people and papers come to our 
aid. In asermon about a year ago the rector of Christ's 
church, this city, gave utterance to the following, which is 
good so far as it goes, and shows that even in the most 
aristocratic churches we shall find some support : 

“I would like to see all church property in this country 
taxed to the last dollar’s worth, not merely as a matter of 
justice but in the interests of religion itself. The effect of 
anything like compulsion in the matter of religion is to 
engender prejudice against it, The church cannot surrender 
her proud position of being a kingdom not of this world 
without suffering for it in the blight of her spiritual life. 
The churches may fight this question, but sooner or later the 


battle will go against them, and their retreat, I fear, will be 
with not only dented armor but with banners soiled.” 


In a little tract on the subject E. Campfield has collected 
the utterances of several secular and one sectarian paper. 
The first is from Zhe State: 


‘There is no justice whatever,” says The State, ‘‘in taxing 
the humble mechanic, who has barely his little home, and 
whose constant struggle is to preserve it for the benefit of his 
family, while at the same time magnificently adorned 
churches extensive church property, and expensive accom- 
paniments to ecclesiastical opulence are exempted from taxa- 
tion. There is no argument in favor of taxing citizens to 
support a church indirectly by means of exemption from its 
unjust burdens which cannot be used in favor of taxing 
them to support a church directly by an appropriation of 
money.” : 

** What if it be argued,” continues the same writer, ‘‘that 
churches are a benefit to a community in a material as well 
asa spiritual sense? If we are to extend our exemption 
{favors to enterprises which promote the prosperity of a com- 
munity, and so increase the amount of taxable property, 
why stop at churches? Factories promote the prosperity 
of a community ; shall we exempt them? A. costly dwell. 
ing improves a neighborhood and enhances the value of 
property near it. Should it be exempt? The state has 
nothing to do with supporting religious establishments. It 
simply guarantees to all religious sects a right to enjoy their 
Sreedom of worship. If it be said that taxes of houses of 
God and prayer would be unjust, why not insist, then, that 
exemption shall be granted in favor of those special Chris- 
tian homes which are houses of prayer and worship in the 
light of performing religious obligations.” 


The New York Independent, & paper that has no love for 
Liberals, remarks: 


** Church structures for all taxable purposes are absolutely 
dead capital to the state. The corporations owning them 
enjoy the protection of the law, and the cost is levied on 
other property by an increased rate of taxation beyond 
what would be necessary if these structures were taxed in 
common with other property. 

iy Exemption in its practical effect is indirect 
appropriation, It compels taxpayers to contribute towards 
the support of religious organizations, and this is contrary 
to the general principles on which our political institutions 
are based.” : 


The Trinity corporation of this city owns $15,000,000 of 
property, of which $9,000,000 pays no taxes. This church 
is usually credited with having fifty or more millions, but it 
is incorrect. In making a careful estimate, taken from 
official records, The New York Times found that the sum 
we hav given is the right one. They pay taxes on $6,000,- 
000 of real estate, much of which, in the lower part of the 
town, is occupied byrum-sellers and brothel-keepers. In view 
of this fact, the favorite argument of exempters—that church 
property is used for moral purposes—falls to the growpd. 
Trustees of church property do not care to what uses their 
property is put so long as it brings in the money. And it 
would be difficult to convince some unregenerate people 
that those structures which are uted for ministers to preach 
in contribute in any tangible,way to the furtherance of pub- 
lic or private morality. i 

The Catholic church under this system of exemption, and 
by having its members voted into authority by the over- 
whelming Catholic majority of this city, has reaped a rich 
reward. Within the last eleven years there has been donat- 
ed to it $5,827,471.19, an average of $529,770.10 each year. 
Prior to 1870 there was a law of the state imposing a per- 
petual tax of $250,000 a year upon this city for the support 
of parochial schools. In 1869, under the Tweed ring, 
nearly $300,000 was donated to different Catholic institu- 
tions. The Protestants received smaller sums, just how 
much is not known, but probably not far from $200,000, mak- 
ing a total of $1,000,000 robbed from the taxpayers to go into 
church coffers. As only about one in five of the population 
attends church it is easy to see what gross injustice was done 
the non-attendants, many of whom are not believers in 
either sect. Most of the Germans of this city care nothing 
whatever for religion, and they are robbed every year by 
our officials to support the churches. The block on which 
is built the grandest cathedral of this country was given the 
Church by the city, together with nearly $33,000 in money. 
'This land, without the building, is worth abouta million and 
a half of dollars. For one dollar a year the city leased, by 
two leases of ninety-nine years, two blocks in this city 
worth another half million. "This is a practical gift. Bya 
similar process of chicanery another block worth $200,000 
was given to the church. <A $300,000 block was leased 
for $1 per year, making a total of $3,500,000 worth of land 
given by the Catholic officials of the city to the church. 
‘The Protestants would dip in as heavy if they should get the 
Chance. In this state there are about $110,000,000 worth 
of church property which is policed by the municipalities 
and protected by the state, and which never pays a dollar 
into the treasury. This imposes, to supply the deficiency 
cansed by its exemption, and to guard 1t, a burden of sev- 
eral millions upón other property. This is paid mostly by 
other real estate, and the owaers, to make themselves even, 
add to the rents, and it comes at last out of the pockets of 
the poor. 

Many Protestants, to strike at their arch-enemy the Cath- 
olic church, would pay their own taxes, and it may be nec- 
essary toturn the guns of the two sects upon each other 
before the Liberals get justice done ,them, One can be 


The Chicago Times’ remarks are a powerful argument, 
and should be brought to the a!tention of all advocates of 
exemption. It says: : 


“ Church property reccives precisely the same protection 
from the government as does the property of private indi- 
viduals, and there is no good resson why the burden of tux- 
ation necessary for the support cf the government should 
not fall equally upon church property and that of the citizen. 
1n this country, where the establishment of a state religion 
i8 forever prohibited, each congregation can, in law, be re- 
garded as a voluntary association of citizens, which can 
possess no greater rights than any other voluntary associa- 
tion of citizens. Itis begging the question to argue ibat 
their property should be exempt frcm taxation becsuse it is 
used to promote the public good, for the question is one of 
law and not of religion. The constitution which secures to 
every citizen liberty of conscience does nof extend to the 
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cence by peopling the darkness with leering devils and the 
light with ghosts. It- is infamous, and yet every child in 
our publie schools must read and feel the influence of this 
‘book which drives the laughter from the lips and pales the 
Cheek with the coward's fear. as 

Before the Bible can ever become a fit book to be read it 
must be demonstrated that it is the truth. 


[From the Index. 
A Misplaced Switch. 


In the Index of December 4th, we published at length the 
circular of the Free Religious Association, asking for finan- 
cialaid in the extension of their work, and sketching the 
outlines of & practical plan of work to be carried out, if 


Paine Festival. 


We hav received the following card from the secretary of 
the Liberal League of Northern Iowa. Although time and 
distance prevent our accepting the invitation, we wish al) 
those who attend a happy time and a due appreciation of 
the worth of the man whose birthday they celebrate : 


Its teachings on the formation of the world must be elimi- 
nated] To say that God created it by a word is unsatisfac- 
tory to the child, for even a child's reason will question the 
manifestly impossible. Who created God ? comes as natu- 
rally to its lips as the question what he made it from. The 
child who has seen the wriggling snake trying to crawl 
under a stone by the roadside as he came to school has hard 
work to understand how it ever talked ; and it will take all 
the. authority of infallibility to make him believe that the 
forefather of the donkey cropping the thistles in the field 
ever preached a sermon to a man, It is cruel to make him 
say he believes this or go to hell. That 175,000 birds, from 
the hummiug-bird to the vulture; 8,600 animals, from a 
mouse to a mammoth; 1,300 reptiles, and about 2,000,000 
insects, were crowded into a box 550 feet Jong, 92 feet wide, 
and 55 feet high, with provisions enough to last over a year, 
and that they lived with only what air they could get from 
a little hole twenty-five inches square on the top, is very 
hard for the most youthful mind to understand. To be 
compelled to do this or go to hell seems to us as very cruel. 

Although it has been revised a great many times, yet the 
Bible has page after page of filth which is certainly not cal- 
culated to do young minds any good. It is the corner-stone 
on which is built the debasing institution of polygamy. If 
Freelovers took any stock in arguments quoted from di- 
vinity, they could draw authority from its pages for their 
views, It givs licentious priesis a chance to retort upon 
their accusers: **If it was right for God's favorites to hav 
mistresses, it is right for us.” The handmaidens of old 
were their masters’ concubines. It indorses slavery, pro- 
miscuity, deceit, and hypocrisy. 

No book: which teaches such things is fit for children to 
read. Itis at war with every text-book that they study. It 
was written when knowledge was from 1,500 to 3,000 years 
younger than now. It teaches a resurrection of the body— 
an arm from the Indies, a leg from the ocean, all to come 
together at the sound of a trumpet. That is hard for the 
children to understand, yet they must believe it or burn. I} 
telis of making a man of dirt, a woman from a rib ; and 
yet every child must fee! in its heart as it kisses the loving 
woman who born it that itis a lie, Their astronomy teaches 
them that the earth moves round the sun, yet they read in 
the word that flowed from the pen of God that the sun 

- stood still. They know that water always seeks its level, 
but they will burn unless they believe the Red Sea once piled 


up straight like the side of their father’s barn. Their phi- 
losophy tells them @ man cannot liv without air, but they 


are lost forever if they doubt that a man lived three days 
under water in the belly of a whale. 


and to obscure their minds with smoky clouds from the fires 
of hell, what a sin hav the wrangling Christian sects to 
answer for! The Bible is crammed full of utterly incom- 
prehensible mysteries, and yet it must be believed. It 
Cannot be expected that what furnishes innumerable points 
of controversy for learned theologians will be simple to 
school children, and the only object of sectarian school 
"boards in placing the Bible in public schools can be to make 
converts to Christianity by bending the twig that the tree 
may grow up leaning toward the orthodox vineyard, so that 
the fruit can drop into their wideopen mouths. In their 
eyes the end is so important that it justifies any means, 
however unconstitutional and unfair. 


day of Thomas Paine, 
tlemen attended. At a meeting of the Liberal League of 
Northern Iowa, held Sunday, 362, 104, it was resolved to 
again celebrate the day, January 29, 1880, at the Opera 
House in Waverly, commencing at 7 o’clock sharp. Come 
all who respect the memory of the secretary of the Congress 
which declared America free; the compatriot of Franklin, 
Jefferson, and other Freethinkers; the author of ‘‘ Common 
Sense,” “ Rights of Man,” and the “ Age of Reason ;” the 
philanthropist who gave his salary and his private fortune to 


DEAR FRIEND: A few years ago we celebrated the birth- 
Over four hundred ladies and gen- 


ashington’s army ; whom a grateful Congress of the 


Republic anc a grateful legislature of New York and Penn- 
sylvania after the Revolution repaid with high encomiums; 
the man whom Burke, in the interest of kings and priests, 


reviled and persecuted; whom Lord Erskine defended ; the 
man whom France honored by a simultaneous election from 
three communes to a seat in her National Assembly, where 


he always voted for liberty and justice and against blood- 


shed ; where his vote against tne death of Louis XVI. 
nearly cost him his life at the hands of Robespierre, and 
was saved only by an accident ; who was brought home 
by a man-of-war sent by President Jefferson ; who has 
been the worst slandered man of modern days, because 


he dared to utter the words : **'The world is my country; 


to do good is my religion ;" * There can be but little lib- 


erty on earth while men worship a tyrant in heaven ;" “I 


believe in one God and no more, and I hope for happiness 
beyond this life." = ; 

Good speaking at 7 o'clock, after which a banquet made 
up from contributions brought by the friends, to be deliv- 
ered as early as 6 P.M., atthe Opera House. The best of 
music, both vocal and instrumental. After the bsnquet 
a grand dance, with a dance supper. Tickets to the dance 
50 cents. Dance supper 50 cenis per couple. Admission 
to the hall free. Invite other friends, 

M. FARRINGTON, President L. L, 
M, E. BrLLIıNas, Secretary. 


————M lÓ M —— 
THERE will be a celebration of the birthday of Thomas 
Paine at Lowell, Mich., on the 29th, at Train’s Hall. Hon. 
J. M. Mathewson will be president of the occasion. Speak- 
ers, J. H, Burnham, Mrs. L, A. Pearsall, M. Babcock, the 
witty writer who has been bothering the school board of 
St. Johns through these columns. -The speaking will com- 
mence at 2 and 7 P. M, sharp, as the card informs us. The 
celebration will close with & social dance, commencing at 
9 o'clock, the tickets to Which are 50 cents. Supper 75 
cents. The managing committee consists of J. C. Train, 
E. A, Chapman, Dr. Malcolm, Dr. Amos Chase, Dr. Wm. 
Hicke, John Butler, Richard Cowles, Asa Tyler, S, L. 
Shaw, George Wood. Everybody is invited, and of course 
everybody will go. 


Tur following is the order of business and pleasure to be 
Observed at Paine Hall, Boston, on the occasion of the 
143d anniversary of the birth of the Author-Hero: Hon, Eli- 
zur Wright is chairman, At 10.80 A, m., business meeting of 
the Paine Memorial Corporation. At 2,30 P, M., the exer- 
cises will commence with a patriotic address by Hon, Elizur 
Wright, followed by Horace Seaver, Esq., and other speak- 
ers prominent in the ranks of Liberalism. Music by a 
quartette engaged for the occasion. Selections from the 
works of the great author, by Mr. F. L. Union, At 7.30 
P. M, conference meeting in Investigator Hall. At 8 
o'clock P. M., dancing to begin in Paine Hall, and con- 
tinue until 1 o'clock, a.m. Ticket admitting gentleman and 


lady to hall, 76 cents; extra lady, 25 cents. Music: Na- 
tional Band. E.. W, Masters, prompter. Regarding the cel- 


ebration our friend the Jnvestigator remarks: ‘‘ As this 
meeting wil be one of much importance to the cause in 


which every Liberal is interested, it is to be hoped there 
will be a general attendance of all who can be with us. 
Friends from a distance will find hotel accommodations in 
the vicinity of the The Temple of Freedom—Paine Memo- 
rial Building. Come, then, one and all, our motto being, 
‘To speak his thoughts is every freeman's jright.’ Let ua 
hear from and see present, on that occasion, & larger crowd 
of persons than ever assembled yet in any place to do honor 
to the memory of the Author-Hero ef the American Revo- 
lution." 


The Great Disgruntled. 


Mr. Abbot is again in a minority of one—a position he is 
eminently qualified to fill, The Free Religious Association, 
with Prof. Adler at its head, recently took a new hold of 
life and endeavored to become more than a paper organiza- 
tion meeting once a year. It deservedly went off with great 
eclat, but now the cultured editor withdraws his support. 
The circular of the society contains a clause urging the or- 
ganization of local societies, and instructing the agent to 
furnish such information to the local societies as he could 
to aid them, Abbot thought if this was done it should be 
on his own responsibility. But the executive committee 
voted otherwise ; and now the Great Disgruntled's nose is 
again out of joint, and he formally recalls the excessively 
great weight of his highly cultured name. He seems to hav 
a faculty of finding fault. Like the sniveling schoolboy, if 

` he can not hav his own way he will not play any more. In 
this case he is afraid some of the local societies would be 
filled with those who were not ‘‘ pure” according to his 
standard, and so he sticks his index finger out to warn the 
society in time, He is an obstacle to any organization, and 
the Free Religious Association ought to be glad he left 


them 80 early. 


——9-——- 


WE are now advertising among our most recent works & 
little brochure of seventy-seven pages by Mr. Courtlandt 
Palmer, entitled “The Cause of Humanity; or, the Rising 
and the Waning Faith.” It is written from the standpoint 
of the Positive Philosophy and in defense of the Religion of 
Humanity. It was read before the Manhattan Liberal Club 
of this city, and the commendation it there received, together 
with a general request for its publication, induced Mr. 
Palmer to put it into print. It isan amplification of the arti- 
cles Mr. Palmer has lately contributed to our columns. Mr, 
Palmer informs us that before finally deciding. to reduce it 
to pamphlet form he submitted it to such masters of style as 
Pr. John W. Draper and James Parton, both of whom 
bestowed high praise upon its composition, the former only 
criticising it as very radical in sentiment and not in all 
respects representing his views. We can heartily commend 
the little work as embodying in a condensed and attractive 
shape the leading points of the Religion of Humanity. It 
is for sale at this office at the low price of twenty-five cents. 
All the proceeds are contributed by Mr. Palmer to the 
Society of Humanity, of which he is president. 

For the past week Col. Ingersoll has been speaking to 
immense audiences in the various cities and large towns of 
western New York. His popularity as a public speaker is 
constantly growing, and he ig admitted by gll to be the 


a 


Mr. Asa K. Burrs, the publisher, has left with us one of 
his bound volumes of Scientific Man Supplements. lt con- 
tains many valuable lectures by scientific men on scientific 
subjects, some of them illustrated. "There are four lectures 
on Elementary Chemistry, one on the Coal Strata, one on 
Crystalline and Molecular Forces, Spectrum Analysis, the 
Ice Age in Britain, Elementary Physiology, Progress of 
Sauitary Science, Food, The Migration of Birds, Barbarism 
of Civilization, and other subjects which it would take too 
much space to mention in detail. It is well worth the $1.50 l ! 
asked for it, We wil] send it for that sum, | orator of this country, 


—— 


sufücient aid should be given, "This plan we cordially ap- 
proved in our comments at the time, and we seconded it 
with an earnest ‘ personal appeal" to '*all our readers and 
friends." This approval and personal appeal of ours were 


| grounded wholly on the supposition that the plan adopted 


did not include or intend, on the part of the Association ag 
such, any direct encouragement of local organization. We 
said explicitly : ‘‘ If we believed that the Association would 
ever enter upon the work of organizing local societies with- 
out clearly foreseeing and adequately providing against the 
grave perils which experience has shown to be inseparable 


‘from that work, we could not favor the present plan at 


all.” 
It is with extreme regret that we now feel constrained by 
a sense of duty to recall the approval we gave to this plan 
and the appeal we made in its support, A difference of 
opinion has arisen as to the meaning of that clause of the 
circular which makes it part of the duty of the proposed 
General Agent '*to furnish, as occasion may offer, informa- 
tion and suggestion to persons anywhere desiring to form 
local societies on the general basis of this Association." We 
originally understood this clause as meaning that the Gen- 
eral Agent is to furnish such “ information and suggestion” 
on his individual responsibility alone. The Executive Com- 
mittee hav unanimously voted not to adopt this understand. 
ing of the clause in question; and the only possible 
alternative is that the Executive Committee, and therefore 
the Aseociation as such, will hold themselves responsible 
for whatever ‘‘information and suggestion" the General 
Agent may offer, 


Though obliged once more to stand in a minority, and 
this. time in a minority of one, we all the more earnestly 
| bear testimony to the spotless purity of their intentions in 
this very matter, It is perhaps to their credit—it is certainly 
to their happiness—not to hav become aware that there are 
two kinds of Liberalism struggling for the mastery at this 
time, the one striking hands with all that is foulest and 
most devilish in society, the other seeking to make society 
purer and nobler, sweeter and happier, than Christianity 
has ever yet made it. They hav not become aware that the 
demoralizing tendency has got to be sternly recognized and 
sternly met before the better tendency can prevail. They 
will find this out soon enough if they ever get far enough 
into the work of organization; and we shall still continue 
to hope for the best, though we cannot now co-operate with 
them. The difference ef opinion as to practical measures 
has wrought: no alienation of spirit or diminution of per- 
sonal friendship; and that fact is sufficient consolation for 
the necessity of walking henceforth our separate path alone. 
Time will show where wisdom lies in the special point at 
issue; but it will bé no fault of ours if there is ever any 
letting-go. of hands in the common cause of truth, righteous- 
ness, and love, 

a 


Liberal News Items. 


THERE are many earnest Freethinkersin Quincy, Illinois, 
and I am pleased to learn that Bro. J. M. Frost of that city 
is making an effort to organize them into a Liberal League, 
I hope every reader of TuE TRUTH SEEKER who resides in 
Quincy will aid him in the good work. 


Mr. H. A. DEAL, our committee man for New Hamp- 
shire, is about to commence an earnest campaign in favor 
of the Liberal League movement in that state, and he 
requests me to ask every Liberal of New Hampshire to 
come to his aid. Are there not at least ten towns in the 
state where, with a little labor, a Liberal League can be 
formed ? 


For some time I hav been expecting to see a Liberal 
League organized in the city of Detroit that would make 
itself felt for good throughout the whole state of Michigan, 
and I hav just learned that one of the most distinguished 
Liberals of the West, S. R. McCragken, of the above- 
named city, is moving to perfect such an organization, 
Every Liberal of Detroit should unite in the movement and 
make it a grand success, 


Tux Hon. A. B. Bradford, of Enon Valley, Ps., at the 
recent reunion convention of the old Abolitionists, delivered 
an address, which has been published by the request of 
those who heard it. It is an admirable Liberal campaign 
document, and every Freethinker should send ten cents or . 
more to Mr. Bradford and get a number of this tract for 
circulation. 


Ox Wednesday evening last, at the close of a lecture in 
Cleveland, O., Col. Ingersoll, for the first time, conde- 
scended to pay hís respects to that orthodox fraud, Joe 
Cook. And the little time devoted to that purpose was 
amply sufficient for the Colonel to entirely squelch the pre- 
tentious nincompoop. When the Colonel declared that the 
officials in charge of the insane asylum in which Cook was 
once an inmate committed a great blunder in allowing him 
to go at large before hia mental hallucinations had disap- 
peared, the vast audience shook the building with their 
deafening and long-continued applause. Col. Ingersoll is 
just the man to demolish with his eloquent and cutting sar- 
casm such an ass as Cook. Ingersoll is one of those “ can- 
cer planters” that I should advise Cook to avoid as much as 
possible. He will plant a ‘‘cancer” in his insane ‘‘ scien- 
tific Christian philgsophy " that will eat ib up in a short 
space of time, Bi H. L. GREEN, 


The Grut) Seeker, January 25, 1850. 


cient to convict the man to whom he mailed his decoy 
letter. 

This ruling was made by Benedict in the case of Charles 
Mackey, who was thereupon convicted of mailing a circular 
list of improper books and sentenced to one year’s impris- 
onment ; also in the case of James Sullivan, who was sen- 
tenced to a year’s imprisonment ; also in that of Leander 
Fox, sentenced to imprisonment for a year ; also in the case 
of William Simpson, sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment ; 
also in the case of Kendall, who underwent six months’ im- 
prisonment, and the same ruling was made in several other 
cases, the names of which are not now before us. 

With this proof in his possession, Mr. Thomas went before 
Commissioner Betts who prepared and had him verify the 
necessary affidavit. Mr. Betts then, in obedience to the 
illegal rule of the court, submitted the papers to Mr. Fiero 
for permission to proceed, Mr. Fiero referred him to 
District Attorney Woodford, and for three months they were 
completely buried. Mr. Thomas made every effort to for- 
ward the prosecution, but Mr. Betts could not proceed with- 
out the district attorney's permission. Fiero would not un- 
less directed by his superior, and Woodford positively 
refused to see Mr. Thomas at all It was evidently Wood. 
ford’s intention to smother the whole matter. But Thomas 
was not to be so trifled with, and finally he demanded of 
Betta that positive action be taken. Betts also insisted upon 
a definite reply from Woodford, and thus cornered, Wood- 
ford appeared personally before Betts’ and peremptorily 
ordered that no warrant issue. Mr. Thomas then demand- 
ed a return of the prooi hehad accumulated against Colgate, 
and Woodford refused it, saying, '* You might use it to 
make scandal, and it is better that it be destroyed." * Well," 
replied Thomas, “if I ever do use it to make scandal, Gov. 
ernor, I will make it more scandalous for you if you destroy 
those papers.” Woodford remained obdurate for some 
time, but finally yielded, and Mr. Thomas now has in his 
possession the same evidence against Samuel Colgate that in 
at least a dozen other cases was held sufficient by Benedict 
to send men to the penitentiary. 

It has since appeared that Woodford, upon receiving 
Thomas’ affidavit, sent for Colgate, who explained that he 
had mailed the circular, but was ignorant that it contained 
the objectionable prescription. It is difficult to believe that 
so brief a circular could hav contained so pointed a para- 
graph, and Colgate, for whose berefit and at whose order 
it was printed and mailed, be ignorant of that portion of its 
contents. But whether he was really ignorant or not is im- 
material; that was & question that should hav been sub- 
mitted to a jury. Had he been indicted he would hav had 
some opportunity to defend, because he could hav testified 
to his ignorance ; but in all Comatock’s cases no opportunity 
to so explain was given. Charles Mackey, James Sullivan, 
Leander Fox, and William Simpson were not allowed to 
testify, and whether they knew the contents of the books 
and circulars they were charged with mailing has never 
been known. The mere fact that in response to a decoy 
letter sent by Comstock, addressed to these parties respect- 
ively, Comstock received books containing objectionable 
paragraphs, was held sufficient to convict, and they were 
consigned to the penitentiary. 

We do not mean to censure Mr. Colgate ; we do not mean 
to charge that he was morally guilty of any crime ; we do 
not mean to say that he ought in conscience to hav been 
criminally punished ; but we assert that legally he was as 
guilty as any of the men we hav mentioned who hav been 
sentenced to imprisonment by Benedict. 

When Comstock prosecuted Dr. E. B. Foote, it was 
proved by the defense that the circular named in the indict. 
ment was mailed by a clerk, upon his own responsibility, 
without Foote's order or knowledge ; but Benedict charged 
that even so Foote was responsible, and a fine of $8,500 
was imposed and paid, Upon the authority of this case 
Colgate could not hav escaped the charge of responsibility 
for mailing the circular. The proof upon this point, accord- 
ing to Benedict's law, was perfect, no matter whether Col. 
gate had a personal knowledge or not. 

And when D. M. Bennett was tried for mailing a pam- 
phlet, Benedict refused to permit him to testify whether he 
knew is was obscene. Had this ruling been adopted in a 
prosecution of Colgate, the latter would hav been shut off 
from any explanation such as he made to Woodford, and a 
conviction would certainly hay resulted. 

Therefore, in view of the adjudications by Benedict, in 
whore court Colgate would hav been tried, and where he 
could not hav esc«ped conviction, whether innocent or 
guilty, had the rulings that were applied to others been 
applied to him, we Charge Stewart L. Woodford with gross 
dereliction of duty, prompted by corrupt friendliness to a 
person charged with crime. Woodford’s term, however, 
will expire before the statute of limitations has run out in 
favor of Colgate, and we shal] then see whether a less 
partial prosecuting officer will perform his duty toward the 
President of the Society for the Suppression ot Vice. 

Should such an officer succeed Woodford, Judge Benedict 
will hav an opportunity to promulgate his cruel rulings in 
the case of his friend Colgate, as he has heretofore applied 
them to the victims of his own and Colgate’s fanaticism. 


Selections. 


[From the New York Truth.] 
Comstock’s Boot on the Wrong Foot. 


We hav heretofore referred to some of the prosecutions 
instituted by Anthony Comstock, and endeavored to point 
out the acts of injustice he has committed in the name of 
virtue and purity. And now that the public may under- 
Stand how partially Comstock's laws are executed, we pro- 
pose to throw some light upon a prosecution under these 
Jaws that was not instituted by Anthony Comstock, and 
which consequently died a violent death before it had a real 
beginning. 

When Anthony Comstock was a salesman in a wholesale 
dry goods house in this city, a large proportion of his cus- 
tomers came from the South and West. Comstock naturally 
exerted bis energies to entertain these Southern and West- 
ern gentlemen upon their visits here and in a manner 
decidedly pleasing to them, and not at all objectionable to 
him. The experience he then and thus acquired gave him 
a wide range of technical knowledge in the field of vile lit- 
erature, and served him well when he afterward embarked 
in the business to which his faculties hav been devoted 
since his disagreeable disposition made Cochran & McLean’s 
establishment too warm to hold him. 

Upon his involuntary retirement from the employment of 
this firm he worked upon certain human material which he 
found in the Young Men’s Christian Association until he had 
organized what he called the Society for the Suppression of 
Vice. By the influence of this society, and upon the 
exhibition to members of Congress of a quantity of the 
vilest pictures and books that ever saw the light, Comstock 
procured the enactment of those Federal laws which now 
promise to do more harm than their execution could hav 
done good had it been confined to the suppression of the 
class of books and pictures that Comstock exhibited. 

In the course of time Mr. Samuel Colgate, a manufacturer 
of soap, became the president of Comstock’s society, and 
was only less zealous in the aggressive measures of the soci- 
ety thau Comstock himself. Colgate was industrious in his 
efforta to hav D. M. Bennett indicted for writing an “Open 
Letter to Jesus Christ ;" and when Bennett was finally tried 
for mailing a pamphlet that thousands of competent judges 
had asserted was not obscene, Colgate had the brazen ef- 
frontery, for it was nothing else, as our readers will agree 
when they hav learned all the facts, to sit through the trial 
surrounded by the lecherous-minded Comstock, the fat and 
greasy but otherwise Stiggins-like Joe Cook, and similar 
specimens of piety, with whom he exchanged pious greet- 
ings, and from whom he gratefully acknowledged expres- 
sions of hope that he would succeed in convicting the 
Infidel. ° 

Before Bennett’s trial, circulars in reference to the virtues 
of vaseline had been issued from the establishment of Col- 
gate, who was agent for that article, in which it was stated 
in language too indelicate for us to publish, that vaseline 
charged with four or five grains of a certain acid, named in 
the circular, would prevent conception. 

To fully understand the hearing of this circular upon our 
subject, it will be necessary to read the following section of 
Comstock’s law found in the United States Revised Statutes 
8 3,898: 

No obscene . book, pamphlet, picture, .°. . . 
or any article or thing designed or intended for the prevention 
of conception, . nor any written or printed card, cir- 
cular, book, pamphlet, advertisement, or notice of any kind 
giving information, directly or indirectly, where or how or 
of whom or by what means, elther of the things before 
mentioned may be obtained or made shall be car- 
ried in the mail, and any person who shall knowingly 
deposit, or cause to be deposited, for mailing or delivery, 
any of the hereinbefore mentioned articles or things, or any 
notice or paper containing any advertisement relating to any 
of the aforesaid articles or things 8hall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, for every offense, be 
fined not less than $100 nor more than $5,000, or imprisoned 
at hard Jabor not less than one year nor more than ten years 
or both. 

Soon after these circulars were issued, one of them came 
into the possession of a Dr. Selden, whom Comstock had 
endeavored, by decoy letters, to inveigle into a violation of 
his laws. Selden called upon Assistant District Attorney 
Fiero, and, showing him the circular, said he proposed to 
mail others like it, and wished Mr. Fiero’s opinion. Fiero 
examined the circular and promptly informed Dr. Selden 
that it was clearly in violation of the law, and he would 

. prosecute any one who mailed it. ‘‘ Well,” said Selden, 
*' that circular is being mailed by Samuel Colgate, the Pres- 
ident of the Society for the Suppression of Vice," This 
reply was a poser to Fiero. He heard that his superior, 
Woodford, was a member of Colgate’s society, and that it 
would not do therefore to prosecute Colgate; and yet he had 
committed himself to the position that Colgate was a law- 
breaker, 00 better than the worst of Comstock’s victims, 
He evaded all responsibility, however, by referring Selden 
to Woodford. 

About this time a gentleman named Henry J. Thomas, 
adopting Comstock’s methods for the occasion, addressed a 
decoy letter to Samuel Colgate, 55 John street, New York 
city, in which he requested Colgate to send him one of his 
circulars describing the virtues of vaseline. By due course 
of mail Mr. Thomas received a sealed envelope, upon which 
was Colgate’s imprint, and in which was one of the circu- 
lars containing the prescription already quoted. 

Here was a perfect case under Benedict’s rulings, The 
circular is clearly in violation of the law, and was conceded 
to be by Mr, Fiero; and Benedict had ruled over and over 
again that where Comstock had mailed a letter requesting a 
pamphlet, book, circular, or picture, and in due course of 
mail had received what he asked for, the evidence was guffi- 


THE ancient Peruvians were but imperfectly acquainted 
with the first ‘principles of architecture. While they put 
together their bulky masses of. porphyry and granite with 
the nicest art, they were incapable of mortising their tim- 
bers, and in their ignorance of iron, knew no better way of 
holding the beams together than tying them with thongs of 
maguey. A building thatchet with straw, and windowless, 
glowed with tapestries of gold and silver.— Prescott. 

— 

CoFFEE as a beverage was introduced from Arabia in the 

sixteenth century into Egypt and Constantinople, 


[From the N. Y. Graphic} 
Bogus Christianity. 
CONDENSED HISTORY OF THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS, 


White man landing on the American continent remarks ; 

Fine country this, B'long to anybody? 

Conscientious White. — Well, there's Indians oa it. 

W. M.—Oh! they're only on it; they can't own it; 
they've no possessory rights, < 

Con. W. M.—Why ? 

W. M.—Why ?' What a question. 'Cos they're not civ- 
ilized ; don't know how to read or write ; no school-houses 
nor churches. 

Con. W. M.—But don't you remember the admonition, 
*''Thou shalt not covet! thou shalt not steal !" . 

W. M.—Nonsense! Doesn't apply in this case at all. 


"The commandments only take effect on educated and Chris- 


tian people, who build churches. Gosh! You'll talk next 
about skunks having possessory rights. However, to satisfy 
your scruples, we'll buy this country from the Indian. 


CHAPTER II.. 


The bargain with the Indian for his lands. "Time, 1700. 

Parties, —Deuteronomy Sharp and the drunken chief, 
Rum-tum.to-tum. 

Deuteronomy Sharp, reading.—'' And in consideration of 
one pint of New England rum and a jack-knife, I, Rum- 
tum-to-tum, Great Chief of all the Rum-tum-to-tums, do 
hereby convey, remise, release, sell, etc., and cease all 
further claim 02 a certain strip of territory known as North 
America, extending from a certain point up the coast as far 
as the coast extends, to a certain point down the coast as far 
as the coast extends, and as far north as it extends north, 
and as far south as the land extends south, and ditto east 
and west, and as far back as the land may go.” l 

Deut.—There, Rum-tum-to-tum, put your totem down 
there. 

Rum-tum, etc.—Gimme rum! Me lub rum! : 

Deut.—No, Rum-tum, etc.; you must sign flrst ; business 
js business, you know. 

(Rum-tum, etc., makes his mark.) 

Deut. (fervently.)—He hath delivered the land of the 
heathen unto us to possess With our wives and children for- 
ever. 

CETEWAYO'8 SENTIMENTS. 


I like your guns, said Catewayo. I think if we could 
make such good guns as yours we could also soon make as 
good a Bible. : 

Missionary.—As good a Bible ? 

Cetewayo.—Yes. You see your Bible is elastic; it 
stretches so a8 to cover almost any thing you want to do. 
For instance: you want my land ; you look into your Bible; 
youfinds it commands you to go abroad and preach the 
gospel to every creature ; if the creatures won't hear: you, 
you make them hear you with your guns; you take their 
lands; then, of course, they must hear your gospel; you 
hav the pleasure of converting them and getting their land 
besides. That is a good Bible. I wish I had such good 
guns I would hav such a Bible also. : 

Missionary.— Would you like to visit England, King? 

Cetewayo.—Can you roast me a whole ox daily? 

Missionary.— Well, King, the fact is we havn't got quite 
enough beef for our own people ; still— 

Cetewayo.— Why do you Keep so many more people than 
you can feed well ? why don’t you kill the runts when they 
are first born? 

Missionary.—King, that is murder. 

Cetewayo.—So is slow starvation. I hav heard that many 
of your people don’t get enough to eat. 

Missionary.—But, King, the commandment says— 

Cetewayo.—Yes, yes; it says thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbor’s ox, nor his ass, nor his lands. Thou shalt not 
steal. Thou art the man. Thou— 

Missionary.—Hold on, King. 

Cetewayo,—lI see you don't like having your guns turned 
on you ; then you know how well they shoot, don't you ? 

Missionary.—But, King, you don’t realize all the blessings 
of civilization. Why, it givs us— 

Cetewayo.—T axes. Does your civilization giv every man 
a house and lot ? 

Missionary.—W ell, no. 

Cetewayo.—And three square meals a day ? 

Missionary.— Well— 

Cetewayo.—And pure air like ours in your six-story tene- 
ment pigeon holes ? 

Miesionary.— We.l— 

Cetewayo.—Does it teach you to stay at home, mind your 
business, and not molest your neighbors ? 

Missionary.—Well— But, King, civilization has done one 
thing for us. We never hav but one wife. 

Cetewayo.— What ! never! r 

Missionary.— Well, har— But, King, we don't keep 
harems in— 1 

Ostewayo.—Pub‘ic ? Methinks it has come to my ear 
that the son of your queen— But he's a jolly good fellow ; 
were he but here I would make him a second Solomon in 
wives and wisdom. But I want my fourteen wives for com- 
pany. Is your one wife always company for you ? 

Missionary. —Oh, certainly. f 

Cetewayo.—Do you always stay at home evenings ? never 
go to the club, or the lodge, or hav sudden business just 
after supper, eh ? 

Missionary.—W ell— 

Cetewayo.— Well, it seems to be all well with you. No,I 
don’t like your civilization. It talks nicely on paper and in . 
the pulpit. No! The only man of your blood I like is 
Dunn—John Dunn. You hav done well in making him 
chief of that fine district. He has made a law that no mis- 
sionaries shall go there. John has done well. 

Missionary.—Verily, the King’s heart is hardened. 


. ing : and ihey that hav done evil, into everlasting fire. | 


The Truth Seeker, January 9, 1880. 
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The Athanasian Creed. 


"While every English churchman is as familiar with the 
Athanasian creed as with the Ten Commandments, but few 
native Americans of the Protestant faith know it at all ex- 
cept by name. The American Protestant Episcopal church 
wisely eliminated this from their prayer-book ; but it still 
remains in the English prayer-book, notwithstanding some 
recent attempts to expunge it; and on certain specified days, 
amounting to fourteen every year, it has to be “‘ sung or said 
at Morning Prayer instead of the Apostles’ Creed.” 

We herewith reproduce it for the edification of Freethink- 
ers, And we will add that considerable amusement cau be 
made of it in this way: Let a good reader, a lecturer for 
instance, act a8 parson, and another good reader as clerk. 
If the first one will extemporize a surplice of cheap white 
muslin all th2 better. Let him and the clerk read the creed 
responsively—the parson doing it slowly and solemnly, with 
voice pitched in a low. key, the clerk repeating the 
responses in a high key, and as rapidly as possible by 
way of contrast. The parson should of course atand on a 
platform with a desk before him, and the clerk should face 
the audience on a level below. This was done once in 
Washington, and afforded great amusement. W. H. B. 


THE CREED. ! 


Whosoever shall be saved : before all things it i8 neces- 
sary that he hold the Catholick Faith. 

Which faith except every one do keep whole and unde- 
filed : without doubt he shall perish everlastingly. 

And the Catholick Faith is this : That we worship one 
God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity ; 

Neither confounding the Persons; nor dividing the sub-' 
stance, 5 ; 

For there is one Person of the Father, one of the Son :- 
&nd another of the Holy Ghost. 

But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the! 
Holy Ghost is all one: the Glory equal, the Majesty , 
co-eternal. 

Such as the Father is, such is the Son: and such is the 
Holy Ghost. 

The Father uncreate, the Son uncreate: and the Holy) 
Ghost uncreate. $ 

The Father incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible : 
and the Ho'y Ghost incomprehensible. 

The Father eternal, the Son eternal : and the Holy Ghost 
eternal. 

And yet there are not three eternals : but one eternal. : 

As also there are not three incomprehensibles, nor three 
uncre&ted : but one uncreated, and one incomprehensible. 

So likewise the Father is Almighty, the Son Almighty, 
and the Holy Ghost Almighty ; l 

And yet there are not three Almighties; but one Al- 
mighty. i 

So.the Father is God, the Son is God: and the Holy 
Ghost is God ; 

And yet there are not three Gods : but one God. 

So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord; and the 
Holy Ghost Lo.d ; 

_ And yet there are not three Lords ; but one Lord. 

Fer likewise as we are compelled by the Christian verity: 
to acknowledge every Person by himself to be God and 
Lord ; 

Bo are we forbidden by the Catholick Religion ; to say, 
There be three Gods, or three Lords. 

The Father is made of none: neither created, nor begotten, 

The Son is of the Father alone : not made, nor created, 
but begotten. 

The Holy Ghost is of the Father, and of the Son; neither 
made, nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding. 

So there is one Father, not three Fathers ; one Bon, not 
three Bons : one Holy Ghost, not three Holy Ghosts. 

And in this Tricity none is afore or after other : none is 
greater, or less than another ; 

But the whole three Persons are co-eternal together ; and 
co-equal. $ 

S0 that in all things, as is aforesaid : the Unity in Trinity, 
or the Trinity in Unity is to be worshipped. . 

He therefore that will be saved : must thus think of the 
Trinity. 

Furthermore it is necessary to everlasting salvation ; that 
he also. believe rightly the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ... - 

For the right faith is, That we believe and confess : that 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God end Man; 

God, of the substance of the Father, begotten before the! 
worlds : and Man, of the substance of his Mother, born in 
the world ; 

Perfect God, and perfect man: of a reasonable soul, and 
human flesh subsisting ; i 

Equal to the Father, as touching his Godhead: and 
inferior to the Father, as touching his Manhood. 

Who although he be God, and Man ; yet he is not two, 
but one Christ. ] ] 

One ; not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh: but | 
by taking of the Manhood into God ; | 

One altogether; not by confusion of substance: but by. 


unity of Person. . 
For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man: so God! 


and Man is one Chiist. . l 
Who suffered for our salvation : descended into hell, rose 
again the third day from the dead ; . | 

He ascended into heaven, he ritteth on tbe right hand of! 
the Father, God Almighty : from whence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. ; : . $ 

At whose coming all men shall rise again with their 
bodies : and shall giv account for their owa works. 

And they that hav done good shall go into life everlast- 


D 
1 


This is the Catholick Faith : which, except a man believe . 


faithfully, he cannot be saved. | 
Glory Te to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy 


! Creed is evidently a base imitation of this creed, of which I 


‘infe:ior to the Bunghole as touching its Bungholiness. 


[From the National Reformer.) 


Àn Important Discovery. itd 
To THE EDITOR or Tug TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: The Religion and Crime. à 

Athanasian Creed, which Episcopalians must believe under| Itis quite amusing to read such pious frauds as the one 
penalty of eternal damnation, is being severly criticised in | you notice in ** Rough Notes” from the Ormskirk Advertiser ` 
England by its believers. They are tired of it, and clamor|and New York Evening Post about the felonies committed 
for a new creed. The Cambridge students claim that it is a | by Atheists and Freethinkers, and it seems almost useless to 
serious Obstacle in the way of many who desire to take holy | notice4hem, except for the sake of drawing the attention of 
orders. The Bishop of Peterboro says it is illogical, But | Freethinkers to the real facts of the case. It is somewhat 
notwithstanding the desire of the British believers for a| gratifying to find members of Parliament obtaining statis- 
change in what they are compelled to believe, the Convo-|tics which must place this subject in ita natural light. In 
cation of Canterbury refuses to “repeal or modify." The |1873 Bir John Trelawney moved for a return of the religious 
Cambridge students consequently exhibit a great lack of | persuasions of all the criminals in the prisons of England 
that spirit of religious enthusiasm which is 80 necessary to| and Wales, and the paper issued is a most instructive one. 
the success of a semi-theological college. What they want | Out of a total of 146,146 criminals there are— 
is a creed simple yet solid, one that will not giv them a fit Church of England............... sess 
of spiritual indigestion every time they use it, Sucha creed Roman Catholics. ...... Wr eU bee v E ees laces 
is in existetice. It was discovered in an old chest among Protestant Dissenters 


the ruins of a monastery on the coast of Italy by my grand- Aba ES Ne ia SUVS NES Rs de $ 

father, who made several voyages to the Mediterranean as T bristlang. eee enn n "d 
captain of a merchant vessel. The creed, which is a marvel No Religion.......... scenes 919 
of simplicity and clearness, was written in Greek on vellum Not Ascertained........ esami d oue rre 3 919 


and inclosed in a bottle, which had the inscription, ‘The ——— 
Only Original Creed," blown in the glass. The Athanasian 146,146 
When these returns were made there were, according to 
| Mr. Horace Mann and Cardinal Mauning— 


send you a translation. JEROME. 


THE ORIGINAL CREED. cdm of England.................... 6 932,935 
Whosoever shall be saved, before all things, it is necessary ABRE. KK RERO A M un 
that he hold the Cathartic Faith. Jews and others................. s... — 07,850 


Which Faith, except every one do keep in a hole or on Leaving about 7,000,000 of no religion. 
file, without doubt he shall perish perpetually. This estimate givs about the following {proportions of 
And the Cathartic Faith is this: that we conceive of a criminals in every 100,000: 


circular Triangle and a three-cornered Circle. Roman Catholica 
Neither rounding the angles nor dividing the circumfer- Church of England............. 1400 per 100,000 
; ence. ` Dissenters. naonnana 150 “ s 
For there is one angle of the Barrel, one of the Bung, and Naturalists, or no Religion..... p.e ow 


another of the Bunghole. So that as religion or mythology declines so in propor- 
But the head of the Barrel, of the Bung, and the Bung- | tion does crime. If this estimate be true, is it not important 
hole is all one, the hoops within, the staves external. to bring it to the front? Two Freethinkers doubt its accu- 
Such as the Barrel is, such is the Bung, and such is the|racy, but giv no. opposing evidence. Since Bir John’s re- 
Bunghole. turn I hav endeavored to call attention to the facts in the 
The Barrel is solid, the Bung solid, and the Bunghole | local press. On the 11th November last I wrote thus to 
solid. the Bishop of Manchester, in reply to his statement about 


The Barrel liquid, the Bung liquid, and the Bunghole | the rapid increase of skepticism: ** While looking over the 


liquid. proper figures to ascertain the efféct of your teaching in 
The Barrel gaseous, the Bung gaseous, and the Bunghole | Ashton, I dropped upon the criminal returns during the 
gaseous. time you lament this increase of skepticism, and find that 


And yet there are not three gaseouses, but one gaseous. | since skeptics hav concentrated, increased, and are teach- 
As also there are not three liquids, nor three solids, but | I^, crime has decreased in England 4b per cent, in pious, 
one liquid and one solid. fraudulent, and drunken Scotlang 25, and in Ireland, 


So likewise the Barrel is empty, the Bung empty, and the whose popuiation has decreased one-fourth, 81 per cent, 
Bunghole empty. and if you will digest the: Parliamentary returns, April 21, 


And yet there are not three empties, but one half empty. | 1979, you will there see that out of 146,146 criminals, 144,- 

So the Barrel is full, the Bung full, and the Bunghole ide Christian mythologists, 256 Jews, and only 279 In- 
full. els!’ : 

And yet there are not three fulls, but a one little too full. | Edward Bagshawe, Bishop of Nottingham, addressed his 

So likewise the Barrel is awful, the Bung very awiul, and dear children in 1877 thus: ‘‘ Alas, alas ! dear children, it 
the Bunghole awfully awful. is now (education) passing into the hands of an Infidel 

And yet there are not three awfuls, but one rather queer- school board, who are alienated from God, and surrounding 
lookin g, nevertheless. you with Infidel books and pamphlets, and still worse, their 


For likewise as we are compelled by geometrical verity to | De WSDapers and periodicals filled with errors, and too often 
acknowledge every angle by itself to be both Bung and with poisonous leaves of Infidelity and Materialism. Touch 
Hole, not, taste not, handle not!” On the 17th January, 1877, I 


So are we forbidden by the Cathartic religion to say there | WTote in reply : “Dear Rev. Sir: If you. turn to our re: 
be three Bungs or three Holes. ligious statistics you will easily find where sll your ‘ dear 


is made of sta it ; children’ liv. Liverpool has 18,728 criminals, 9,022 of 
S d Barrel ie madeo vee neither headed ner hooped whom are Roman Catholics ; Manchester has 7,879 crimi- 


: " nals, 3,865 are yours ; Lancashire has 34,888 criminals, of 

Nee. dig decns Ferret shone aM oe ARAPE NO ERU which of your dear children there are 18,329; England and 
The Bunghole is of the Barrel and the Bung, neither Wales kav 146,146 criminals, 88,581 are Roman Catholics | 
bored nor cut nor punched, but extracted. Even in our little county, where your ‘dear children’ are 
So there is one Barrel, not three Barrels; one Bung, not |" the state your pastoral shows, one-tenth of our criminals 
three Bungs; one Bunghole, not three Bungholes, are these dears, and throughout the country your ‘ dear 


And in this trinity none is ahead nor astern nor abreast of |CBildren,’ about two million, furnish one-fourth of our 
another; nor as great nor as little as another. : criminals, whereas of seven million unbelievers only 279 


But the whole three angles are mysteriously what-you- | 8T€ criminals.” i 
may-call-it. I hav never received even an acknowledgment to either of 


So that in all things, as 18 aforesaid, the.circular Triangle these letters, nor to about twelve others written to canons, 
or the triangular Circle is to be worshiped. priests, etc., and with your permission I should like Free- 


He therefore that will be shaved must pay the barber. thinkers to notice these important returns, because it is not 
Furthermore it is necessary to prevent salivation that he |9nly natural that a vicarious scheme of atonement should 
conceive rightly of the tripartite Bung. develop crime, but history and statistics demonstrate it. 
For the truth is that we believe, or profess to believe, that | During the last half-century skepticism has most rapidly in- 
the Bung is both Plug and Hole. PP creased; the Pope, his cardinals, archbishops, bishops, and 
Plug, of the substance of the Barrel, which is within it, | priesta all deplore with President Jennings that itis not the 


and Hole, of the substance of the Bunghole, which it sur- views of any sect that are assailed, ‘but divine truth, with 


rounds. : 
Pertect Plug and perfect Hole, of a three-cornered square | 8n earnestness, a culture, and a quiet boldness unknown to 


rouud shape, on pork and beans subsisting. the Infidelity of former years. It was not vulgarized, but 
Equal to the Barrel when touching the Barrel-head, and | go ingidiously mixed up with science, so attractively embel- 


lthough it be Piuz and Hole, yet it is neither lished with literary grace, that its publications gave no 
a A Hane? E TY pL but shock, even when in the hands of children. They were not 


Made, not by inserting the Barrel into the Bunghole, but | written in the form of an attack on the Bible, but they 
by pulling the Bunghole out of the Barrel; . |meant and assumed the denial of religion." If then, sir, 
Not by desultory and spasmodic jerking, but by a union | such are the firm, strong, and rapid strides made by Infidels 


l ull 1 d 
TANE nS, and Along PROS A MIONE pull, anda puil AN and we find concurrent therewith a decided and marked 
For as the reasonable 'cat and dog is one sausage, so | decrease of crime, are these facts to be passed without criti- 


Bung and Hole is one Barrel. , cism? Let me ask your readers’ attention to the fact that 
Warch is used as an Ash-Barrel, descends into the cellar, fin 1841, when the population of England and Wales was 


ana Fine again ao ae Gee Oke Dad on the thumb hand only 16,000,000 in round numbers, our convictions were 29,- 
side of the lamp-post, whence it shall be dumped when the | 000, but in 1877, with a population of 25,000,000, our convic- 
ash cart cometh. : . tions were only 12,600—the very time when the paid par- 

At whose coming all men shall close their eyes and take | sons of Christendom are lamenting the increase of Infidelity. 


no account of the dust. 
And the cinders shall be sifted, and those that are burnt Yours truly, R. PonTER. 


A frere Ps r lye, And the: anburnt- ciaders: ahal Cocoa is prepared from seeds of a tree of the genus theo- 
This is the Cathartic Faith, which except a man believe | roma (Greek—food of the gods). 


ardent y and enthusiastically he cannot be physicked. eT ee ee RUR 
Bully for the Barrel, for the Bung, and for ihe Bunghole; | THE first coach ever seen in England was made by Wal. 


Ghost ; 
As it wasin the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 


world without end. Amen. l | 


For the hoops are off, the heads are gone, and’tis a Barrel | ter Rippon, for the Earl of Rutland, in 1555, and in 1564 
without ends, Amen. Hooray! the same builder made a showy vehiole for Queen Elizabeth. 
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The Truth Seeker, January 25, 1880. 


fte re from Sriends. 


FLoRENCE, Iowa, Dec. 16, 1879, 

Epiror TRUTH SEEKER: All this talk about Mr. Bennett 
'saying, “I am heartily ashamed and sorry for it, and humbly 
ask your forgiveness,” is pitiful. Let us hav the truth. We 
hav had enough of this driveling cant. To Mr. Bennett I 
say, “ Stick;” continue to edit THE TRUTH SEEKER. To-day, 
despite your concession to Mrs. Grundy, you are worth ten 
thousand Bundys and Abbots. 

To the Board of Directors of the National Liberal League 
I would say, Do not accept Mr. Bennett’s proffered resig- 
nation of the office of vice-president of the League- He has 
done nothing which would justify such acceptance. In his 
private affairs he is not amenable to the dictation of that or 
any other organization. Stand by the grand declaration of 
H. L. Green, in your issue of the 13th inst. Those words 
hav the ring of the right metal. Thanks, Macdonald, for 
your selection from the North American Review. The paper 
grows better each week. The letters of Dr. Severance, 
Mary Emma Fisher, and ‘‘ Agnosticus” are splendid. They 
cut right through the brazen corselet of conventional mo- 
rality and cleave superstition to the marrow. Your article 
on the proposed lottery law is good. How many such 
usurpations shall we quietly submit to? How much longer 
shall we permit the Venal press to do our thinking for us 
and the minions of despotism to immure our truest and best. 
in dungeons, whilst we blindly follow party leaders and 
meekly vote at their bidding? Is it not about time that we 
as Freethinkers did our thinking and examined the ground 
on which our present society is based, religiously, socially, 
&nd morally? E. WALKER, 


Epina, Mo., Dec. 1, 1879. 
Enprrona or Tar TRUTH SEEKER: I hav been very much 
grieved at the unkind and fiendish treatment you received 
in the name of law and justice, robbing you of the most 
sacred rights all claim to possesa, disgracing the name of an 
American freeman. Ihav been a reader of Liberal literature 
for the past fifteen years, and hav considered your paper 
one of the ablest batteries that was shelling the strongholds 
of superstition and human slavery. It pains me to learn 
that any cause exists from any reason, be it what it may, 
that places you in the hands of your retaliating enemies for 
public scandal. But I hope your Liberal friends will all be 
as forgiving and tolerant as our enemies of Brooklyn, the 
friends of Beecher, by saying, * Go ahead with the good 
work, and sin no more; and we will sustain THE TRUTH 

SEEKER.” J. M. WooDWARD. 


PrEAsANTON, Iowa, Dec. 15, 1879. 

Ep. Trurm SEEKER: Please find inclosed $6 50 which 
appropriate as directed. My motto is to giv D. M. Bennett 
credit for what good he has done, which is inestimable. He 
hag admitted his faults, which is more than our Christian 
friends are used todo My desire is for long life to D. M. 
Bennett and his brave paper. Rev. Ditzler’s assertions used 
as arguments are beneath the dignity of a gentleman, and an 
insult to every one of your readers, and we hope Professor 
Jamieson will never stoop so low as to get down to the 
level of Rev. Ditzler. To every observing and unbiased 
mind throughout the civilized world, all know that the 
almighty dollar is the grand and moving star which guides 
the clergy from parish to parish, and will continue to be as 
long as honest tol will contribute to the support of a set of 
professional impostors. Just for a minute, in your imagina- 
tion, strip the clergy of their salaries, and the church prop- 
erty of its exemption from taxation, and where will its 
advocates be? Very truly your friend, A. HAMILTON.., 

Captus, KAN.,Dec. 3, 1879. 

EprroR or Tus TRUTH SEEKER : I hav been pained to 
write to you for a long time. I now avail myself of the 
opportunity, I hav read your paper since last spring, and 
am well pleased with it, and wish you to continue sending 
it to me, and as soon 88 I can spare the money I will for- 
ward the amount of my subscription. lalso want the noble 
works of Thomas Paine, the lectures of Col. Ingersoll, and 
the ‘* Last Wiil and Testament of Jean Meslier.” 

ButIam poornow. I will hav the means by spring if 
we all liv and our health remains good. I was raised and 
educated an orthodox. I hav often wondered how it could 
be that a good God would forever damn a good man simply 
because he could not believe the rib story. I hav laid the 
Bible aside (feel better since). I hav avowed my principles 
to my Christian friends, and by so doing hav rendered 
myself obnoxious to them. They are intolerant towards 
me though I always speak kindly to them. I hope I may liv 
over it, notwithstanding their impudence. I hav persuaded 
some of them to read TBE TRUTH SEEKER, and it has con- 
verted some, and hope the others will be in time. I take 
special pains to distribute my paper; I can't suffer it to lie 


still. 

tout to think of the noble-hearted D. M. Bennett in a 
felon’s cell chills my blood. And if my heart-felt sympathy 
would hav rendered him any service he certainly would hav 
been free long before this. Since I read his noble and 
manly letter and confession of the whole truth my sympathy 
is greater than ever. l am fully persuaded in my.own 
mind that it was a deep-laid scheme of Catholicism to ruin 
his good reputation. It reminds me of the story of Poti- 
phar's wife and Joseph. It is bad enough to be Comstocked 
and imprisoned for opinion's sake, but to be Beecherized is 
worst of all. In my judgment there is not a reverend in 
our land that has not made love to some of the daughters of 
men. But they are all skilled in what Beecher was pleased 
to call *' nest-hiding." Yours fraternally, J. NEWBOLD. 


STATENVILLE, Ga. ` 
E Dear BENNETT: You request every reader of your paper 
to address you, and I do so in your own words: “ Cheer up; 
we hav not lost confidence in you ; we will continue to 
stand by you ; we will not condemn a good life for a few 
letters ; THE TRUTH SEEKER is a good paper, and it shall 
liv.” The above quotation from your ‘‘ Fourth Letter," 
addressed to the readers of your paper, expresses my senti- 
ments and feelings exactly. A. J. OLIVER. 


» 


Burr Oax, Micu., Dec. 3, 1879. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: I wish to cast in my 
mite of condemnation of Bro. Bennett’s envious and mali- 
cious persecutors and Vile slanderers, as well as to say some- 

. thing that may help to cheer him up while in the Christian 
pastile. I would say to him, Cheer up, and be happy that 
they bav not the power to burn you at the stake as of yore, 
where Abbot and Bundy would be first to kindle the fire | 
with demoniac grin and chuckle over their vietim ; but they 


E 


hay not .,L 


I wish to say I always disapproved of Bennett so exposing 
himself to persecution and imprisonment by selling the book 
containing doctrines that he himself deprecates and repudi- 
ates, and then came those terrible letters in the 2.-P. Jour- 
nal and Index (I am not a patron of either), sent me gratu- 
itously, no doubt, by their malicious editors, for whom I 
hav no respect except that due to habitual liars and slan- 
Abbot, in particular. has long proved himself to be 


derers. 


a fop, a bigot, and a liar. Now I confess they struck me 


with a chill of mingled indignation and humiliation to 


think that our brave old champion of truth, reason, and 
common sense had so fallen or swerved from the path of 
consistency and chastity which he had so long trod with 
honor and renown. I mourned, not to say wept, over the 
weakness that for once had taken possession of our pre- 
viously and subsequently strong, brave leader of the brave. 
Still I resolved that if the charges therein contained were 
all true, I would not forsake Tue TRUTH SEEKER, but I 
confess I was somewhat crestfallen thereby ; but as he has 
the mora] courage that few men possess, to confess the 
whole and ask forgiveness of all for that which injured no 
one but Mrs. Bennett, and she has long since forgiven him, 
it proves him to be a thousand times better man than his 
malicious accusers, who hav told a thousand lies to injure 
and hurt their fellow-men, and are unrepentant and persist- 
ent still in their calumny and spite, the little cultured Great 
IAm in particular. Isay, Down with the little fop and up 
with the Bennett flag higher than ever before. We should 
forgive not only once, which is all that is required in this 
case, but seven times, yes, even seventy times seven if need 
be, if repented of and forgiveness asked, according to so- 
called holy writ, and fruit brought forth that ls meet for 
repentance, which hav abundantly been done by our brave 
and noble old leader. 

No other man has ever filled the bill of Liberalism and the 
demands and needs of the hour as he has done. Andas 
one of the jury that is to say whether THE TRUTH SEEKER 
shall liv or die, or even languish for want of patronage and 
support, I say No, never, never! And as a small token of 
sincerity to sustain that vote, 1 send you herewith a P. O. 
money order for $5.00 for that purpose. Mr. Bennett, 
through THE TRUTA ÜSEEKER and his numerous pam- 
phlets, has struck faster, heavier, and more telling blows to 
old rotten and dying theology than any other man or wom- 
an except an immortal few. All hail to our brave and 
noble old hero. I would take but little, if any, notice in 
the future of their vituperation and falsehoods, and let them 
vent their spleen to their hearts’ content without lengthened 
reply. Giv them all the rope they want and they wiil hang 
themselves. Yours for truth and justice, 

M. P. THURSTON. 


BALTIMORE, Mp., Dec. 15, 1879. 

EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: I wish to add 
& line to the many expressions of encouragement and 
devotion that seek utterance at the lips of all true Liberals 
after this last, the. unkindest cut of all, that Mr. Bennett 
has been called upon to endure. 

While feeling sorrow that Mr. Bennett should hav acted, 
as he admits, so foolishly, no one but a bigot or a hypocrite 
would haste to call weakness a crime. Only he who has 
Stolen the sheep is 80 fast to cry wolf when no wolves are 
near. ‘Ihe foul stench that proceeds from the reeking cess- 
pool but discloses the rottenness concealed therein, By their 
fruits ye shall know them. When Abbot and Bundy can claim 
as truthfully to hav given blows that hav shaken orthodoxy 
to its foundations, to hav been face to face with the hard, 
practical facts of starvation and rags, to hav lived on in 
Shivering poverty, friendless and alone, all from love of 
trüth and hatred of a lie, then, and not till then, shall these 
white-handed saints of weak-kneed Liberalism, unrebuked 
apply to our old hero Bennett, such epithets as ‘libertine, ” 
** geducer," **fraud." 

All things work together for the good of those who love 
the right, and if I am not greatly mistaken, the honest Lib- 
erals of the United States will show by their support of 
Bennett, and by the severe no-cent-for-tribute policy with 
which they will treat Abbot and Bundy, that ** curses, like 
chickens, come home to roost.” By their hellish arts they 
hav raised a demon, now he turns and rends them. 

Bennett need hav no fear. This little whiff of winter’s 
breath may kill out those delicate flowers of perfection that 
are ill-fitted to withstand the fearful blasts that sweep over 
the pathway of progress, but to those of hardier growth, to 
the Liberal of thought, of brain, of true manhood or 
womanhood, its effect is life-giving, it but braces the nerves 
for greater and more trying struggles, 

Among the latter it is my earnest desire to enroll the name 
of Wm. J. Gonsucu 


Pine IsLAND, MINN., Dec. 10, 1879. 


O Bennett, thou art mighty 
Among thy fellowamen, 

And they who now miejudge thee, 
Should be where thou hast been. 

Frrenp BENNETT: It is refreshing in the extreme in 
these days of political and religious intrigue and corruption 
to find a few who are as pure and spotless as thine accusers 
seem to be. And you know that if universal charity pre- 
vailed for never so small atime on this plane, this earth 
would be a heaven and hell, or the many hells of the present 
time would be as great a fable as the mythical hell of theol- 
ogy has proved to be; and as the millennium has not yet 
dawned we Cannot expect such a State of things to exist 
just yet. Since you are so very naughty, and the other 
party so very good, perhaps some one hath discovered that 
she hath an antidote, and if so all minor faults would 
dwindle to insignificance. Now any person of average dis- 
crimination and common sense knows that any true woman 
will not permit a second letter to offend her sight. She can 
refuse to open them, or refuse to take them from the office. 
After your manly letter of explanation it seems to me that 
no right-minded person can conscientiously do otherwise 
than uphold your paper with means and influence in this 
your hour of need. I regret deeply that any journals that 
lay any claim to Liberalism or Spiritualism could possibly 
Jend themselves to so low and nefarious & business as trying 
to ruin the name of one who has given his whole life to the 
Liberal cause. The cause you represent can illy spare one 
worker in this hour of deep struggle for all Liberal issues 
that are of such vital importance to the life of this nation. 
Do not professed Liberals see that the course they are 
pursuing is suicidal to the best interests of humanity ? And 
right here the question forces itself upon us, Hav some 
parties sold out to the church and money power, or has 
some Benedict Arnold taken full possession of their organs 
and thus make tools of them to further the anti-Lib- 
eral cause ? A family quarrel is deplorable in any case, but 
in thjs instance it is a terrible calamity. It cannot be de- 
nied that at about the time of the Woodhull frenzy many 


" j brave souls geeking for light upon a much yexed question | 


flew off at a tangent, and did and said some silly things, 
but after the nine days’ wonder most of them wheeled bick 
into line with many cobwebs of foolish fancies swept away 
from their mental vision. Shall any sane person be found 
that is willing to condemn or throw away a whole life of 
usefulness for one rash or foolish act? We are not afraid 
of becoming contaminated. Such things are not catching 
in our family. The pope could not wish for a more pro- 
pitious state of affairs for his cause than to see the leaders in 
the Liberal cause, swayed by the fierce passions of hate 
and malice, tearing each other, and rendering themselves 
obnoxious to the public mind. If they are to be the people's 
saviors, surely is Christ crucified anew, and we might repeat 
his language, ** Father forgive them ; they know not what 
they do." Liberals, Taz TRUTH BEEKER must not be mur- 
dered by its friends. Put me down on the journal books for 
$10. We shall waut Liberal tracta, leaflets, and lectures. 
Ever a seeker after higher truth, JENNIE M. HARPER. 


. MHoorzn, Uram, Nov. 29, 1879. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: Ever since our friend was torn 
from his faithful wife, sent to that Christian bastile, and 
put to hard work making soles (souls) for Christians, when 
he was not guilty of any crime, my thoughts and mental 
faculties hav been exercised as never before. The death of 
my good old mother and many of my brothers and friends 
never produced such an effect upon me as the imprison- 
ment of D. M. Bennett. Inever saw Mr. Bennett person- 
ally, yet, by his noble labor for the liberty of us and our 
children, he seems ever present in my mind. The Christian 
and Mormon motto is, A man is known by his works. 
The only work that is worth anything with a priest is psy- 
ing tithes.” 
. lam a poor Liberal. As I hav not had money to help on 
the cause of freedom, I hav done the best I could to let the 
public know the truth in regard to Mr. Bennett’s case. 
About a month ago I sent you a copy of the reply I sent to 
the Salt Lake Zribune in regard to the dastardly attack of 
the R.-P. Journal and the illiberal Index upon Mr. D. M. 
Bennett, which they published in part and tolerably well 
dissected on Nov. 7th. Mr. Sewell, President of the Ogden 
League, informed me they had cut the same out of the Trib- 
une and sent it to you. They did not print my name to the 
article. Mr. Sewell thought Mr. Walker, of Farmington, 
wrote it. Let me inform you that not à man in Farmington 
has ever written a letter to any paper in Utah or been inside 
ofa printing-office to endeavor to put in a word for Mr. 
Bennett, free speech, free press, or free mails. What Mr. 
Walker sent to you, and was published in your paper, 


"would do very well for a Mormon elder, but not for a man 


holding his position. The statement he made in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER last spring about Utah becoming a hot-bed 
for Infidelity, and what he was going to do this fall, is 
simply all bosh. 

I joined the Farmington League almost as soon as it was 
organized, and from that day to this Ido not know that 
they hav ever met together.. I hav been down there many 
times during this year, and advocated to Mr. Walker the 
good that would result to Liberalism by meeting together. 
But he put it off till fall, and now winter is here, Ele is 
afraid of meetings or lectures for fear some persons might 
say something to hurt the Mormon’s feelings. My opinion 
is, from what he told me last, Friday, that if he ever gets - 
his mind in tune to hold meetings, they will hav to be 
opened and closed by praying to Jehovah & Co. ~~ B 

You are aware what Christians hav done in the past and 
are doing in the present, only believing they were serving 
God. But Mormonism, how little is it known in the East or 
West? Whenever a truthtul correspondent of some paper 
has published a true statement of some terrible crime, Mor- 
mon missionaries, with Mormon gold, hav published all 
over the United States a refutation of such fact under the 
nom de plume of Gentile, Traveler, A Lover of Justice, 
etc., etc. ' 

I will explain Mormonism iu as few words as I can, as T 
think I know it almost as well as W. Walker, although he 
was at Mendon seven or eight years longer than I was. 
Mormonism from a Mormon standpoint is a restoration of 
all things as they were at the beginning (vis. 5,000 years 
ago) ; hence you will see Mormonism really means a resto- 
ration of God talking and walking with man, polygamy, 
slavery, murder, hetred, an eye for an eye, a tooth for a 
tooth. You may ask any good Mormon in any land, who 
can or cannot read A BOC, that cannot tell twico two. is 
four, what makes him be Mornion, he will not commence to 
tell what he believes, but what he knows. He knows 
Joseph Smith was a prophet of God, who received the same 
gospel that Jesus Christ and his apostles taught, from an 
angel, written on gold plates (Book of Mormon). He knows 
God gave Joe open revelations to write the Book of Doc- 
trine and Covenant (larger than the New Testament and 
more foolish) He knows, if-he does not gather to Salt 
Lake, and get washed and greased in the endowment house 
or temple, he will be cut off from many privileges in the 
next world, such as having wives and begetting children, 
etc. He also knows, and is quite positive, that all men and 
women when they hear this glorious (nonsense) news, and 
do not embrace it, and pay one-tenth of all when they join 
the church, and one-tenth annually, shall fast the first 
Thursday in every month, and donate the value of that 
day's food for the poor priest. All the eggs laid on Sunday 
must be given to the female Jesuits, female relief society. 
All who do not accept this sound of glad tidings, and get 
baptized by one of the apostle’s seventeen elders, high- 
priests, or priests who are:all properly reclaimed under 
God’s holy priesthood, and are all duly and legally qualified 
agents for Jesus Christ and his father, shall be damned. 
But if you are fool enough to believe all this because the 
holy Bible teaches it, and get. dipped all over, nothing else 
will admit either king or pauper into God's holy kingdom, 
then you will know all these lies are true. You can move 
mountains ; two Mormons will be able, with God’s spirit, 
to chase a thousand. You shall lay hands on the sick and 
they shall recover; take up serpents, they wil not harm 
you ; if you drink poison it will not hurt you, etc., etc. If 
you can do all this, jt proves you are dishonest, as God is 
unchangeable, and he has promised this to all who will 
believe and obey. As the fauit cannot be in God, conse- 
quently it proves you lack that little speck of (mustard 
seed) faith. F. TBUNN. 


Sr. Jouns, ILL., Dec. 28, 1879. 

D. M, BENNETT, Dear Sir: I address you through the 
columns of Tum TRUTH SEEKER, one of the most liberal 
papers in existence. I do this in compliance with your 
request in your letter from your prison cell, asking your 
subscribers to giv an expression of their approval or dig- 
approval, as the case may be, of your remaining at the helm 
of TRE TRUTH SEEKER. I, for one, as a Constant gubsoriber 
to your paper for over five years, say emphatically, Go on 5 
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we cannot well do without you. I think it doubtful whether 
another man in our land can be found that would exhibit 
the moral courage you hav in the past. I hav conversed 
with many Liberals in this vicinity, and none of them con- 
demn you for your little indiscretion in regard to those let- 
ters, I first received a copy of the Journal, and afterwards 
two copies of the Indez, and of all the quintessence of 
meanness the mind of man is capable of thinking of, I do 
not think anything can excel their acts: in downright, 
infernal cussedness. I-hav neither language nor patience to 
express my abhorrence for such men, claiming to be Lib- 
erals. 

In regard to the matter of the accusation those pious 
8neaks bring against you, I hav. my doubts that there is one 
man in a thousand of your age, if the truth was known, 
but has been guilty of as great or greater wrong. Be of 
good cheer, you will outlive your enemies in the minds of 
all true men and women. 

Inclosed you will find $3.00 for your paper for 1880. 

Fraternally, Wu. A, THOMPSON. 


: RocuxsTEB, Micu., Dec. 2, 1879. 

Eprror TRUTH Steger, Dear Sir: Inclosed you will tind 
$1.00 to apply to my"subscription to your paper. Will try 
to send more soon. ‘I take this opportunity, after reading 
both sides of the subject, to express, on the whole, my 
most decided sympathy for the man in prison, D. M. Ben- 
nett. He has doubtless committed some mistakes, done 
some Wrongs. Ño hav I, and hav no stone to throw. Won- 
der if there is any “glass” in the houses that Bundy and 
Abbot liv in ? Let us see a little as to the former. 
some of the record of the R.-P. Journal? 

As I was a subscriber to the same a few years ago, Irec- 
ollect that it was the same ‘red rag,” Freelovism ostensibly, 
that set that Journal after the reputations of Mrs, Woodhull, 
Moses Hull, E. V. Wilson, and others, with the persistency 
of a bulldog. And, if I remember rightly, a suit in law for 
defamation was brought against the editor by the last-men- 
tioned person above, Continued a while in court, but was 
finally nolle prosequied by the revolver of another rather 
braver opponent of ‘' Freelove.” I recollect, also, watching 
the Journal at the time to see What answer it would giv to 
some of the notes of the assassination in other papers, 
especially of Pomeroy in the Democrat, who applied his 
terrible scalpel of a pen to the Case, calling the murdered 
man Virtually a heartless hypocrite, plying his vocation 
‘solely for the money there was in it and other baser ends. 
I expected a notice Called out by this from the Journal. But 
no, nota word. The junior-editor then manifested the for- 
bearance of a flogged spaniel. 

After the death, I noticed a slight turn in the tide of the 
Journal’s course. Purifying the ranks of Spiritualism after- 
wards was not so much of a forte as formerly. Also the 
advertisement for the woman Robinson, in which were por- 
trayed her wonderful success in curing all the iils to which 
flesh is heir, by using her ‘‘ magnetized papers, her ‘‘ band," 
‘or some of them kindly going along, sent by mail, etc., etc., 
ad infinitum, ad nausewm, that had previously figured in said 
Journal—a great moral blotch of a column and a half—for 
years, Was unceremoniously and at once dropped. 

Whether she was turned out of her room in the Journal 
building or not, couldn’t report. I believe Mr. Bundy’s 
friend, J. Roberts, of Mind and Matter, took on this same 
Robinson advertisement, but after a short time dropped it 
“like a hot potato.” * 

"Moral purity is, doubtless, well enough, but when men 
are 80 ready to run in its defense before their record would 
seem to send them, I hav learned to distrust their motive— 
just a little, 

Bundy and Abbot are undoubtedly smart. A few years 
to come will teil nearer how the matter is. Some of us can 
afford to wait. Yours for the beauties of consistency, 

; . H. GREENE. 


LOGANSPORT, IND., Dec. 17, 1879. 

Bro. D. M. BENNETT: You wish to know whether you 
hav friends enough left to continue Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
since your being harnessed uuder ‘‘ Cupid’s Yokes?” Cer- 
tainly, certainly! why not? We only hope you hav shown 
yourself a man among men by your frank acknowledg- 
Ment of truth; we are glad you did not leave all the blame 
on the woman, as old father Adam did, but you must be 
patient and forgiving, as your persecutors do not realize 
what they are really guilty of. One of their own kind, a Rev. 
Vannattee, was selling Bibles through our civil country, and 
stopped at a house where he found a lady who pleaded pov- 
erty as a reason for not subscribing for his work. The 
reverend gentleman, being somewhat of the mortal nature, 
and possessing some animal ambition, which was excited to 
overfiow under the, as he thought, favorable circumstances, 
gently, kindly, and lovingly placed his hand on the lady’s 
shoulder and very gentlemanly offered to trade the price of 
a Bible out. In due time the legal defender of our Ameri- 
can sister was brought to the van somewhat the worse for 
Rev. Devil, Of course such proceeding excited our Chris- 
tian government, and & trial was brought about at the next 
sitting of the grand jury. The reverend man, one after 
God's own heart, of course was allowed his say and was 
taken in preference to six other Witnesses, and the man who 
procured a legal license and had sworn before witnesses, 
friends, and authority, to love, protect, etc., this woman 
who was indecently assaulted by this imp, was fined for 
doing according as he had promised todo. Your trial at 
New York, this at Logansport, and the way citizens at the 
polls are treated, seem to say our Constitution is only nomi- 
mal “O liberty, why remain so long in the East! : 
Iam now nearly seventy-three years old and feel like I 
want to do something to keep the bali rollin : for future 
generations and enjoy the remainder of my declining years, 
80 inclosed find a money order for $5.00; $3.00 one year's 
subscription for Tug TRUTH BEEKXB, and $2.00 gratis con- 
tribution to sustain the cause. . ) 

Hoping the above will be somewhat consoling, and wish- 
ing the paper may be continued with accelerating speed, 


I remain, as ever Yours very sincerely, 
EOM ! JosgEPH B. CORNELL, 


% 
Mut Spaines, KY., Nov. 28, 1879. 
Dear Bro. BENNETT : Your last letter from the hell into 
which you hav been chased by Christian dogs has been read 
With satisfaction. How my heart sympathizes with you in 
the trouble so unjustly inflicted on you—the nations best 
friend. And the card from your bosom friend whe has 
borne all so bravely, she indeed has the sympathy of all 
true Liberals, I hav said, Bro. Bennett, I hav never been 
Connected with any association or League of Liberalism, 
but inclosed you I ane twenty-five cents for which send 
ruth Seeker Leaflets. 
me ae are but few Liberals in this country, but I hope 
goon all will be made to see the error they are in, for 


What is} 


their superstitious ways, take truth and charity for their 
guide, and become wiser and better men and women. 

Dear brother, this is written by your request. 
desired to receive a card or letter from every Liberal in the 
country to decide whether you and the dear paper which 
we love should go down. No! athousand times no! Let 
it liv, with its brave and heroic editor.. Raise higher and 
higher. It has done, and is doing, more good than any 
paper in America; and may it still liv to do good, and not 
only liv, but may it reach the homes and be read and cher- 
ished by every American citizen. I owe my conversion to 
Liberalism to it. Iam young in the cause but devoted to it 
with all my energy. Iam truly yours in heartfelt sympathy, 

T. W. MARTIN. 


. ' BURLINGTON, KAN., Dec. 17, 1879. 
The agitation of thought is the beginning of wisdom. In 
connection with this subject, I will intorm you that Bro. O. 
A. Phelps visited our city and gave us a course of Liberal 


| lectures on the 18th, 14th, and 19th inst., at Jarboe’s Hall, 


to crowded and intelligent audiences, The questions dis- 
cussed were: Advancement of Science; The Fall and Atone- 
ment of Mau; Ecclesiastical Despotism. 

Bro. Phelps being a successful lawyer and a logical rea- 
soner, and examining the above questions on a scientific 
basis, deraolished the whole superstructure of Christianity. 
And I would improve this opportunity to recommend to the 
public Bro. Phelps as a successful lecturer and debater. 

Curis. Brown. 


Anamosa, Iowa, Dec. 10, 1879. 

DEAR FRIENDS: Some one has very kindly sent me a copy 
of your paper, with which Xl am much pleased, notwith- 
standing I am a Spiritualist, and it seems to be conducted 
mainly from a Materialistic standpoint; for be it known 
that Iam just as ready and willing to go in search of truth 
from a Materialistic standpoint as I am to invite my friends 
to go 4n pursuit of it with me from a Spiritualistic stand- 
point. 

The copy which I hav (Nov. 15th) advertises to send THE 
TRUTH SEEKER to trial subscribers three montks for fitty 
cents, which offer I will accept by inclosing you the same, 
and will do what I can to inctuce my friends to read and 
subscribe for it, for Spiritualists and Materialists are, after 
al, working for the samo ;zreat end—the liberation of 
humanity from the tyranny of priestcraft; and will, in all 
probability, in the near futura, be compelled-—whether we 
will or no—to ‘‘ pool our issue: ” in defense of our common 
liberty against the common foa. 

I am happy to say, só far as I can discern, that the mass 
of Spiritualists aud the mass of Materialists do not differ 
widely in their general views, except upon the subject of 
a future life and spirit communion. I hope we are either of 
us Liberal enough to be willing to meet on common ground 
and prove or disprove the tenableness of our respective posi- 
tions, or at least not to quarrel: over our differences so long 
as our Common foe is both secretly and openly Plotting to 
rob us of what little liberty we hav already gained. 

Wishing you unbounded success in your laudable efforts 
to uphold the liberty of the press, and through that to pro- 
cure liberty of action, whether it accords with the popular 
standard of morality or not, provided, of course, that we do 
not trespass upon the rights of others, I am 

Yours fraternally, Mus. M. E. PRESTON. 


: BELLE CREEK, NEB, 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir : 'The impulse is strong (born 
of deep sympathy) to address you and express in some 
measure my appreciation of y'our brave words, contained 
in Tug TRUTH SEEKER of iNovember 22d. I felt, after 
reading the letter through, that I would like to grasp you 
by the hand and bid you cheer and '* God speed.” Honesty, 
justice, and truth must stand for their true Worth, while 
deceit and hypocrisy should be despised by all those who 
love the former. Yes, dear brother, Í honor your. courage 
aud truth, which stood the test of the most trying ordeal. 
You hav unveiled the recesses of the soul and shown alike 
to friend and foe. As a friend, I find noble qualities 
worthy of esteem and confidence, I find a determination to 
speak the truth, though the utterance may cause anguish 
unspeakable to the soul, and in that expression we find a 
heart brave enough to acknowledge an error, with a firm 
resolve to avoid the wrong and liv the right. The heart of 
true humanity beats responsive to thine own. You stand 
not alone. We are ail linked together into one great 
brotherhood. We are all emanations from the infinite soul 
—the rich, the poor, the great, the small, the high, the low. 
His love extends to and binds unto himself. 

We rise by the things that are under our feet, 
By what we hav mastered of gresd or gain, 
By the pride subdued and the passion siain, 

And the vanquished ill we daily meet. 

Long may Tug TRUTH SEEKER liv, with D. M, Bennett 
at the helm! May it move onward and upward, ever true 
to its name, inspiring the friends of progress to renewed 
zeal, and bring light and truth to those who are groping in 
mental darkness! 

Yours in the universal brotherhood of the human race, 

Mrs, M. E. HAMMER, 


So. WonrEBoROoUGH, N. H., Nov. 19, 1879. 
D. M. Bennert, Dear Sir: lnclosed please find five dol- 
lars, three of which is to pay my subscription to the paper 
for 1880, and the other two you will please use in spreadin 
the cause of justice and humanity. I indorse all of R. C, 
Flower’s sentiments, and bid you go on. 
Very truly yours, J. W. SPRINGFIELD. 


A Word. 


The good work goes bravely on. The petitions are now 
coming in, and our friends report that a majority of the 
people in their respective locality favor the equalization of 
taxation. Am now sending the petition to all the papers with 
arequest to publish. It has already appeared in the Keo- 
kux Gate City, Cedar Rapids Standard, and other leading 
papers. At Brighton the petition was headed ‘by names of 
Disciple ministers, At Vinton signed by Judge Shane and 
other prominent citizens. New League at Armstrong 
Grove, Ottumwa, reports, ‘* Will soon hav a League in full 
blast, Belle Plaine, Glidden, Hanlan, Bedford, Hook’s 
Point, and other places, are moving in the same direction, 
Send in for petitions; no time to lose ; fifty-two counties 
yet to hear from. Reader, is your county among the lag- 
gards ? E. C. WALKER, 

Ch. Iowa State Com. N., L. L 


You | 


Notes and News from Lowa. 


Mr. Andrew Goan, of Mt. Pleasant, sends in the first 
petition for taxing churches, with one hundred and ninety 
signatures. He is one of our most whole-souled and earnest 
workers, devoting one week of his time exclusively to this 
work. He thinks that we should demand that all tax- 
exemptions be done away with. He says: “I might hav 
done much better had the petition been worded so as to ask 
for the repeal of all exemptions, It would then be regarded 
purely as a matter of principle, and would receive the sup- 
-port of many church-members. There are even some 
church-members on the petition here inclosed. . Here- 
after I will not circulate petitions except upon the general 
principle to repeal all exemptions. Many Freethinkers 
here would not sign on this account; and many Odd-fellows 
here would not sign because it was not general. I am an 
old Odd-fellow myself.; We here hav big money, loan it out 
at interest, and it should;be taxed. Iam happy to say that - 
men generally are disposed to act from principle.” 

No one, I think, can gainsay the truth of Mr. Goan’s 
observations or deny the justice of his demand—that all 
property which receives the protection of the state should 
contribute to its support. But strictly speaking, the mission 
of the Liberal League is to secure the total separation of 
church and state, not to attempt the equalization of taxa- 
tion in other directions than that of placing secular and 
ecclesiastical property upon the same level. The petition 
which we are circulating. here is substantially the same ag 
that presented to the Legislature of the state of New York 
last winter. 

With Mr. Goan, I believe that all private property should 
be taxed so long as any is taxed; but for the Liveral League 
to demand this is to plunge it at once into the political fight, 
an event very much dreaded by Mr. Underwood and many 
more of our ultra-respectable Liberalists. Of this I am not 
at all afraid; indeed, I should rejoice to see the Liberal 
League plant itself squarely upon such a platform, 

Is Mr. Goan willing to go with his demand to the end? 
To tax all private property, we shall hav to levy not only 
upon the churches, Masons, Odd-fellows’ halls, and kindred 
things, but upon United States bonds, United States cou- 
pons, national currency, UnitedStates notes, treasurv notes, 
etc., etc, Justice for all; privilege for none. 


LEAGUES. 


Our friends in Wapello county talk of organizing a county 
League. ' 

Armstrong Grove has one organized, but they hay not 
yet taken out a charter. 

Hook’s Point, Hamilton county; Manchester, Delaware 
county ; Belle Plaine, Benton county, are all talking League. 
Now, if they will only act, we shall hav three more Leagues 
soon, 

One of my correspondents, who does not believe in 
organization, says that he is not very particular whether 
church property is taxed or not, and remarks that “ ortho- 
doxy is dying.” This latter statement is true, but the old 
persecutor still possesses enough of strength an! vim to 
dictate the legislation ofthis country, immure Freethought 
editors in loathsome dungeons, exempt her property from 
taxation, force her Bible into the common schools, quarter 
her chaplains upon the public treasury, muzzle the secular 
press, and make moral cowards of three out of four of the 
Liberals of the gentleman's own state. The latter is a sad 
fact; for every avowed Freethinker in Iowa, I am morally 
certain that there are three others who are strong Liberals 
secretly. They dare not announce their real opinions, for 
fear of loss of position, social ostracism, loss of patronage, 
etc. 

But few Liberals hav the nerve to take hold and circulate 
the petition for the taxation of church property. I am told 
of many members of the Legislature who are ‘* Liberals, 
Freethinkers, but will hardly vote for taxation of church 

property." I know of a presiding officer of a Liberal soci- 
ety who did not dare to allow this pctition to be upon the 
show-case in his office for signatures. Yes, orthodoxy may 
be ‘‘ dying,” but these undeniable facts do not indicate it 
very strongly. 

The greatest difficulty which we hav to encounter is 
this ‘‘ moral infiuence ” of the church—this mostly silent 
but relentless vengeance visited upon all who do not bow in 
meek obedience at her altars, The apathy and infiuence of 
so-called Liberals is the next greatest difficulty which we 
hav to overcome; in one sense, it is the greatest, for much 
of seeming indifference is really fear of ostracism and loss 
of business, sure to be the portion of the avowed and active 
Liberal, 

What we need above all things eise is organization, union, 
cohesion of the individual atoms of the Freethought world. 
This we must hav, and Iam happy to say that the great 
majority of our known live Liberals realize thia fact. 

The views which I hav been criticising hav been expressed 
to me by but three or four correspondents, and most, if not 
all, of these are tinctured with Abbotism. 

In my next I will giv bricf extracts from the letters of a 
number of our genuine Iowa Liberals. 

I am very much encouraged with the outlook in this state. 
Persistent, unremitting work will bring Iowa greatly into 
line with her sister states, many of which, notably Kansas 
and New York, are much in advance of her. 

Speaking of ‘‘Abbotism,” I must say that when a man 
becomes tainted with that he is of no further use as a prac- 
tical worker. If he is a lecturer, he may keep on talking; 
but in that his energies spend all their force. A man inoc- 
ulated with the deadly virus of ‘‘respectability " does not 
want to organize Leagues; he is ‘‘disgusted” with the whole 
thing ; thinks that it is not the proper time to circulate 
petitions for the equalization of taxation; and, in fact, he 
does not particularly care whether church property is taxed 
or not. The ‘‘church tax he pays is no burden” to him, 
he asservates. 

Alas! Alas! ''How are the mighty fallen!" But they 
are mighty scarce, that is one consolation. 

Send for petitions, friends. E, 0. WALKER, 


` An ass by an ocean stood, 


The Truth Seeker, January 25, 1880. 


Extracts from “ Eternity,” with a|iar.. In addition to furnishing a pleasant 

Criticism Thereon. readable story there is much in the work to 

EXT " excite? serious thought, Its typographical 

** Q vast eternity! how litt'e understood! appearance is creditable to the publishers,— 
Duration’s deep, unbounded sa, the lifetime of | Toronto Mai. 

our God.” The Canada Presbyterian, in a hostile 

criticism of Mr. McDonnell’s new work, 

“Family Creeds," says ''It is'pretty evi- 


" The centuries shall roll their stately numbers 


on . m" 
A million million centuries—eternity’s fresh | 1e2t that he might attain no mean position 
dawn. E a8 & retailer of Irish humourif ever he sheuld 


giv his attention to that sort of thing." 


FAMILY CREEDS. 


BY 


Millenniums shall wheel with solemn jubilee, 
Their vigintillion cycles run—noon of eter- 
nity." : 

[The author of the above, the Rev. N, W. V., 
and an old friend of mine, writes: ‘Friend Ba- 
ker, I would like to hav your criticism on the 
poem, and I would also be. pleased to hav you 
send me something of your own on my favorite 
themes, God and Eternity.''] 


OBITIOI8M. 


WILLIAM McDONNELL, 


Author of “EXETER 
|HALL" “HEATHENS OF THE 
HEATH,” ete. 


And longed to cross over tbe flood. 

He could not swim, and he could not fly, 

Bo he said, " I will drink this ocean dry.” 

“Itis simply a question of time,” said he; 

Then I said, " What a fool that ass must be!” 

Then an angel stood forth in awful wrath, 

As once he appeared in Balaam’s path. 

“ Now, tell me true, or choose to die, 

Which is the greater fool," said he, 

" The ass that would drink the ocean dry, 

Or the man that would measure eternity ?” 

Then I bowed my head for very shame, 

And the angel sheathed his sword of flame; 

And I said to myself in an humble way, 

* I'll choose some lowlier theme for my lay. 

For God—Eternity, Infinite Space, 

Are themes too lofty for me to trace." 

At best we but worship a ' God unknown,” 

To know him would be our God to dethrone. 

To speak of his “ lifetime,” its “ dawn,” and its 
“noon,” 

Would lead us to speak of his babyhood soon; 

And 80 not a figure we mortals can use 

But obscures the effulgence of infinite viewr. 

Let our themes be our EARTH, our time, and our 
race, 

And God shall take care of his infinite space. 


CAUTION. 
You may think, like Peter, that Balaam's ass 
Was inspired, and everything came to pass 
Just as it 8ay8 in the sacred word; 
But where did the angel get his sword? 
Did Vulcan, the Lemnean blacksmith, make it? 
Or did the angel just find it, and take it? 
The story is yours, do just as you choose, 
But don’t take that liberty, please, with my 

muse. 

Let no Nicene Council hereafter arise 
My fable as fact to canonize, 


To any who hav read either of this 
favorite Liberal writer’s other ro- 
mances, it only need be said that this 
is not inferior to them. 468 pp. 

In cloth, $1.25. 


For sale by . 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y. 


JUST ISSUED. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Ohronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice. It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
ig subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and athrea-cent stamp to pay coat of malling, 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING OO. 
129 Hast 28th Street, N. Y. 


Third Annual Congress 


OF THE 


— e 22? B= National Liberal League 
Esther. HELD AT 
BY ALHAZA. Cincinnati, Ohio, 


September 13, and 14, 1879. 


Contains Speeches made and Letters read, 
also list of Liberal Leagues, Officers for 1879-80, 
Work of the Oonvention, Oonstitution of the 
ow to form Auxiliaries. Reports of 


te. 
Price, 25 cents; five for a dollar. 
D. M. BENNETT, 
wi Eighth St. New York city. 


How sweetly floats that Indian mist 
O’er dimpled neck and perfect arms! 
Yot is thy queenly, modest worth 
The most divine of all thy charms. 


Thy kiss is like one golden sip 

From vases where, amid the flowers, 
At event'de the sun doth stoop 

And linger long in heaven’s bowers. 


What! slay thy people? No, by heavens, 
Oc rather by thy cheek of flame, 

Or hair, whose gleaming, golden waves 
Would make the acacia weep for shame, 


Stay thee! Thou art a balm more blest 
Than spicy breaths from Araby; i 

Thy dismal kinsmen kneel and weep, 
And I would smite them but for thee. 


My other wives? Oh, I hav seen 
Bright, soulless women in my way; 

But were thy cheek one moment pale, 
My brightest hopes would pass away, 


Then hold me with an angel spell, 
My wounded bosom seeketh rest; 
In life or death, I care not which, 
Bo I can soothe thy sorrowing breast, 


Great Co-operative Colony. 
NOW FORMING IN NEW . YORK. 


Send 20 cents for pamphlet and Constitution to 
H. E. SHARPE, 
4t3 2074 East 9th street, N. Y. 


A RARE CHANCE! 
‘THE COMMONER,’ 


The most Radical, Anti-Ring, Anti-Clique, 
Anti-Monopolistic Greenback-Labor 
Paper in the world. Pub- 
lished weekly $1.50 


: per year. 
Book Notice. BLAWUS 
FAMILY CnEED8—AÀ. Romance, By William 1 . 
McDonnell, author of Exeter Hall, The Life of Gen. B. F. Butler, 
Heathens of the Heath, etc. See adver- One of 


The most readable books ever written. Over 
200 pages; price, 50 cents. 

We send the “ Life of Butler " and the *“ Oom- 
moner” three months.to any address, for 50 
cents. Address, MOSES HULL & CO., 

ats 46 Schoo! Kt., Boston, 


tisement. 


This work will be read with interest by all 
who are familiar with Mr. McDonnell’s pre- 
vious writings, and the high expectations 
which Will naturally be entertained from the 
success of the latter will in no respect be 
disappointed by the present volume. It is 
a pleasing story of Irish life, the principal 
motive being found in the jarring forms of 
faith which create an intensity of feeling not 
always confined to the polemical or political 
sphere, but at times prevading the home cir- 
cle and embittering the most intimate and 
confidental relations of life. The author 
shows himself thoroughly conversant with 
his subject, and is equally happy in his 
delineations of the humorous and tender side 
of the Irish character. He has excellent 
descriptive faculties and strong logical power 
of analysis, The plot of the story is of the 
simplest order, its principal charm being its 
naturalness and fidelity to actual life. The 
reader’s sympathies are, from the first, invol- 
uutarily drawn towards the hero and narra- 
tor, and the interest sustained throughout by 
the author’s graphic depiction of characters, 
which will strike the keen observer as famil 


EVERYBODY SHOULD READ 
THE 


NATIONAL LIBERAL LEAGUE: 
WHAT IT IS AND WHAT 
IT IS NOT. 


BY CHARLES J, HERBOLD. Price 10c. 


It is a real good iecture and a useful one too; 
broad, Libe:al, and to the point.—Mrs. Elmina 
Drake Slenker. 

I consider’ it a very able and interesting 
essay and o:ae that should be circulated over 
the country |py the thousands,—Kersey Graves. 


WHAT IS FREETHOUGHT? 
BY THOMAS WINTER. 
Price 10 cents. Mailed on receipt of price by 
ALFRED WARRE 


Publisher and Bookseller, 
ata Cincinnati, O. 


WANTED, 


By ayoung, Infidel, in good business, some lady 
corresponiients. Object, mutuai improvement 
and possibie matrimony. None but Materialists 
need anavier. Address "H. O. C." care Lock 
Box 161, Di dias, Texas. - 208 


READ THIS LIST 


OF 
STANDARD WORKS. 


Published by D. X. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., New York, 


Ehe World's Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers. By D. M. Benner, 
Editor of Tux '"IRuTH SEEKER. Octavo; 
second edition; enlarged and revised. Being ! 
the biographies and important doctrines of 
the most distinguished teachers, philoso- 
phers, reformers, innovators, founders of 
new schools of thought and religion, disbe- 
lievers in current theology, and the deepest 
thinkers and most active humanitarians of 
the world, from Menu down through the 
succeeding three thousand years to our own 
time. Price, cloth. $8; leather, $4; mo- 
rocen, gilt edges, $4.50. 

The Champions of the Church: 
Their Crimes and Persecutions. By 
D. M. BENNETT. Biographical sketches of 
eminent Christians, from tke time of the 
reputed founder of Christianity to the 
present. A companion book to ‘‘The 
World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” 
Containing a correct history of the distin- 
guished ornaments and diabolical characters 
of the church. A full account is given of 
the bloody wars which Christianity has in- 
humanly waged to spread its rule. It also 
givesa history of Jesuitism for three centu- 
ries. The whole is based upon Christian 
authorities, Price, cloth, $35 leather, $4; 
morocen, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Analysis of Religious Belief. By 
Viscount AMBERLEY, son of Lord John 
Russell, who was twice Premier of Eagland. 
Complete, from the London edition. This 
remarkablé work has attracted unusual atten- 
tion in England. It is the work of a brilliant 
young lord of Christian parents, who was 
brought up in the Christian faith, but who, 
upon investigation and reflection, became a 
decided unbeliever; the result of which is 
the elaborate work here named, the prepara- 
tion of which occupied him several years. 
Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.56. 

Whe Great Works of Thomas 
Paine, Complete. New edition. The 
cheapest and best ever sold. Contains Life 
of Paine; his theological writings—the Age 
of Reason, Examination of Prophecies, 
Reply to Bishop Llandaff, Letter to Mr. 
Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter to Camille 
Jordan, Of the Religion of Deism ; his po- 
litical Writings—Common Sense, The Crisis 
(Nos, I, to XVI. inclusive), and The Rights 
of Man, All in one octavo volume, with a 
fine steel portrait of Paine. Oloth, $83; 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt, $4.50. 

Supernatural Religion: An in- 
quiry into the Reality of Divine 
Revelation. Decidediy the ablest work 
in this line ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
terest than this. It was issued anonymously, 
and the great inquiry was, ‘‘Who is the 
author?" It is most damaging to tbe claims 
of Christianity, and its positions and state- 
ments have never been refuted by the clergy. 
It is very scholarly, and enters into the ex- 
amination of the original Greek in detail and 
with great exactness, Three 8vo vclumes in 
one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 
which sells at $15.00. The London Times, 
in speaking of this great work, uses this lan- 
guage: '* No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 
and effect on the thinking part of the com- 
munity as this work. It has done more to 
open the eyes of the ignorant and credulous, 
and sweep away the cobwebs. of dogma and 
superstition, than any other book." Pub- 
lished complete in a volume of 1,000 pages, 
with afull index, at the following low prices: 
Cloth, $4; leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, 
$5.50. . 

Nature's Revelations of €harac- 
ter; or, Physiognomy Illustrated, 
Being the moral and volitive dispositions of 
mankind as manifested in the human form 
and countenance, By Josera Simms, M.D. 
This work is the fruit of twenty years’ dili- 
gent observation of nature, and presents a 
new and complete analysis and classification 
of the powers of the human mind and body, 
together with the physiognomical signs by 
which every faculty is disclosed. In one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 260 
cuts. Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $4.50. € 

Paine’s Theological Works. In 
one volume, comprising Age ot Reason, Ex- 
amination of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop 
Llandaff, Letter to Mr. Eskine, Essay on 
Dreams, Of the Religion of Deism, etc., 
with a Life and fine steel portrait of Paine, 
Cloth, $1.50. 

Paine's Political Works. In one 
volume, comy-ising Common Sense, The 
Crisis (Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), The Rights 
of Man, and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait, Cloth. $1.50, 

The Age of Reason. By Tuomas 
Painn. Large type. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. d 

The Age of Reason and the Ex- 
amination of Prophecies. By Taom- 
AS PAINE. Large type, Paper, 90 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. e 

Common Sense. By THomas PAINE. 
His first and most important political work. 
Paper, 15 cents. 


The Rights of Man. By Tuowas 
Parux.2 Written in detense of his fellow- 


man. A work almost without a peer in the 
world, Large type. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 
80 cents. - e 


Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BLANCHARD. 12m0. Large type, with a flue 
steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cente. 

The Heathens of the Heath. By 
Wa. MCDONNELL, author of Exeter Hall. 
A redical romance. Paper, $3.09 ; cloth, 
$1.50. 

Career of Religious Ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science. 
By Hudson TUTTLE. An able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world. 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M. 
BENNETT. Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjects .ireated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to.the reader. Paper, 
V5 cents; cloth, $1.00: 

The Humphrey-Bennett Discus- 
sion. A debate between Rev. G. H. Hum- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of **'The Trutn Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3. Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 
irue than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cloth (550 
pp.). $1.00. 

"The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Pror. O. A, Bunazss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian Uuiversity at 
indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Ont., commencing June 29, 1875, 
Reported by John T. Hawke. First Proro- 
BRITION: '' The Christian Religion, as- set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin,” Burgess in the affirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. SECOND 
Prorosrtion: ‘‘ The Bible is erroneous in 
many of ils teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin,” Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the ner- 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, & 

The Creed of Christendom: Its 
Foundati« Contrasted with its 
Superstructure. By W. R. Gnza, au- 
thor of *‘ Enigmas of Life," ‘‘ Literary and 
Social Judgments,” etc. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the '* Fortnightly 
Review,” says: ‘Some twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most 
eminent men of science asked, ‘ Why do not 
the bighops answer Mr. Greg’s Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 


various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 


Greg, coming later, had the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and, 
his work continues the most complete on all. 
sidés; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare, 


-Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 


academic divines do not reply formally to. 
so thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the'public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that thia 
historical argument-—occupying' precisely 
the ground which English academiciana 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable.” 

One volume, crown octavo, with com- 
plete index. The London edition sold for 
$5. Price of American edition, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples De- 
bate. Between B. F. UNDERWOOD, of 
Boston, and the Rev. JoHN ManrPLxs, of 
Toronto, Ont. Held at Napanee, Oant., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
First: ‘‘ That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are Illogical and coa- 
trary .o Reason." Sxconp: ‘The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond ail other books'its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood de- 
nies, Reported in fu'l, and revised by the 
debaters, 111 pp. Paper, $5 cents; cloth, 
60 cents, : ` 

Interrogatories to Jehovah. By 
D. M. DxxNrTT. A series of close questions 
upon a great variety of subjects, trom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creation 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, the 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embraced by the 
Church. With a full-length portrait of Je- ` 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents. We 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Answer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturally-Re- 
vealed, Infullibly-Inspired, and Miraculously- : 
Atteated Religion in the World? By E. E. 
GUILD, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parta. 
Paper; 30 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Seeker Leaflets, ot two pages 
each. ® ‘Ihirty-two in nomber; 4 cents per 
dozen; 8 cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $2.00 per thousand. sd 

Adventures of Elder Triptolenius 
Tub, Comprises importünt and startling - 
disclosures concerning hell, its magnitude, :- 
morals, employments, climate, etc. 6. By- 
Rev. GEoneE Rogers. A rich, interesting: 
little work. Paper, 15 cents. : 


The Truth Seeker, 


January 49, 1880. 
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ANDREW STONE, M.D., 


Physician for the Last Twenty-three 
ears to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
.glenic Institute, Founder of the 

New Magnetic College, and 
. Author of ‘The New 
Gospel of Health," 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmonary 
Consumption, Asthma, Larrogitis., Bronchitis, 
Diphtheria, Catarrh, and ali diseases of the air 
passages, by inhalation of his system of cold or 
coo! Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach from being 
perverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 

een the practice of antiquated systems. ` 


By this WONDERFULLY PERFECTED sys- |i 


tem, 
own 


atients are successfully treated at their 
omes, Matters not how far away, with- 


` outthe necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
. ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 


press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—based 
in the first place, upon a searching DIAGNOSIS 
of each case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning's urine (urinary Sanguinis), showing 
the condition of the blood, or parchometric ex- 
amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 
both, as may be deemed essential, where per- 
sonal presence is not had. 

FEES.—For the first month, $15, including 
analysis and diagnosis; or $35 for & course of 
three months’ treatment, securing inhaler, with 
whichever one of the following inhaling vapors 
is found to be needed, viz, The Balm, The 
Tonic, The Expectorant, The Anti-Asthmatic, 
The Anti-Hemorrhagic, The Anti-Septic, The 
Magnetic Blood. Also, with effectual reme- 
dies for Cough, for Night Sweats; Vital Tonics 

agnetic Embrocations and Plasters for relief 
of Pain and Soreness, and every medicament, 
magnetic or psychic, déemed necessary to each 
patient. Thousands of patients are thus an- 
nually auecessfuily treated at their own homes 
that are’ not personally attended, because, un- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
stantly deputed in each case, bringing about 
wonderful visible effects. . 

Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Urinology, in Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 
gressive physicians that_cannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 

The art of healing taught in this College com. 
bines the science of Animal and Vital Magnet- 
ism, Medicated Electricity, Equalizing and Ad- 
justing the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 

using into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 

System Vital Foree by Impartation and Induc- 
tion of Psychic Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus. the Prince of Healers. 
- The vitalizing magnetic power of healing by 
Sun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
ofeffete matter by cutaneous secretion. The 
doctrine taught at this College Is emphatically 
to construct, to build up, to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 

Analysis and full report of case made for $5, 
independent. of any treatment. Packages 
transmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 

on, and stamps for return answers must be 

nelosed in all cases, or no reply will be made. 


Address, ANDREW Brong, M. D., Con- 
sulting and Attending F hyeloien, Bowery 
Piace, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y. 17 


$O to B20 ortn s ttoo. Address STIN- 


BON & 00 Portland Maina 


866 &week.in your own town.. Terms and 
$5 pos free, Address H. HALLETT & 
CO.. Portland, Maine, ly? 


Address TRUR & Oo., Augusta, 


72 A WEEK. $12 a day at home easily made. 
: Outfit free, 
Aaina 1y21 


DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


“MEDICAL GOOD SENSE" 


—AND— 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 


—EMBBAOING— 
BEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 


OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2. It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases. it unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s: xual relation. 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 betore 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free. Contents table 
sent free for stamp. : 

Dr. T. R. Kinget announces to his Liberal 
friends and patients throughout the United 
States and Oanadas that he is positively curing 
many obstinate diseases pronounced incurable, 
as Spermatorrbosa, Semina] Weakness, Nerv- 
ous Debility, Impotency. Epilepsy, Paralysis, 
Neuralgia. Rheumatiem, Catarrh, h 
Bronchitis, Consumption, Dvsentery, Piles, 
Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, Genital 
Organs, and all diseases of women. Consulta- 
tion Free. Address, T. R. KINGET, M, D., 

Oet25. 317 E, 14th Street, New York. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Wiil pay for 


DR. FOOIES HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year «nd for the AMERIOAN ILLUSTRAT- 
ED Pronounorna Pooxer DICTIONARY. con- 
taining 30,000 words. 


ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE'S 
HEALTH MONTHLY 

For one year and for a large center-table book 

containing the Complete Works of Shakspere ! 

All subscribers receive the Monthly and works 


tage. Addr-ss 
HERE PMURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO., 
129 E. 28th st., New York city. 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
Davs in Athens. 


i Being the Translation of a Greek Mss, dis- 


covered in Herculaneum., 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT 
Oontaining a copy of the head of Epicurus; 


Price 76.contøs, For sale by BENNETT. 
` 14$ Righth Bt. N, X, Clty. 


CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leadin 
UE piegna PE ER UU E 
[5 ' G 
MEDIOAL COMMON SENSÉ — neariy 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DH. E. B. FOOTE, 
of 120 Lexington Ave. New York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
In its issue for Janusry 19,1878. Mr. Bennett's 
TRUTH SEEKER thus sveaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medicai publications: “ We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts, 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives and 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ng and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medical works possess the highest value, 
and nav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds ofthousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
has so ably imparted. 
Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE, Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion. by mail, postage prepaid, only $1.50. Con- 
tents table free, AGE WANTED. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, ` 
. 129 East 28th Street. New York. 


JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES,” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
FE e containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the Pentateuch 
n all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 
vhlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incorrect, filled with mistakes, and. consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic. inimitable in its style, and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, uod pathos. 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50. 
mall. Busta, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one. 


Photographs of Mr, Ingersoll. 


By SARoNY, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: : 


Imperial or large size . . .  . 40cents 
Photo or card size ee oW Li s 
Life-size Lithograph, 21x27 .. . , 50 " 


Postage paid. 
eol... D. M. BENNETT. 
141 EIGHTH ST., NEW YORK. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G. INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION. 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures.” 


OoNTENT&.—''The Gods," "Humboldt," Thos. 
Paine,” “Individuality,” “ Heretics and Her- 
esies.” Price, 50 cents: 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures.” 


OoNTENTS.—'' The Ghosts,” * Libe. of Man, 
Woman, and Child,” " Declaration of Independ- 
ence,” " Farming in Illinois,” “Speech at Oin- 
einnati," “The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream.” Price 50 cents. 


Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoli, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 

Imperial, or large 820...» --.... 40 cents. 

Photo, or card, $26... .......... 20 cents. 

Life-size lithograph, 21x21. ....- 50 cents. 


Postage paid, 
Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25. 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., New York. 


What Five Dollars 
. Will Do: 


It will pay for THE TRUTH SEEKER One year 
and 8 copy of either of the following great 
works: The World's Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers, The Champions of the Ohurch, Vis- 
count Amberley’s Analysis of Religious Belief, 
Thomas Paine’s Great Theological and Politi- 
cal Works in one large volume; or & copy of any 
two of the above works without Tax TRUTH 
SEEKER, Postage paid on all. j 


An Essay on Money 


BY A. B. BROWN. 


Just the thing for Greenback clubs and for 


campaign purposes, as well as invaluable to all | yjT. 


interest in the great question of 
pro ae Whether they favor tna Greenback 
theory ornet > $1.20 per dozen 
5, M. BENNETT, 141 Kighth 8t, New York, 


FROM 


BEHIND THE BARS, 


A SERIES OF LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 


D. M. BENNETT 


WHILE IN PRISON IN 


LUDLOW-STREET JAIL.|? 


SHOWING THE 


Injustice of his Mock Trial and 
the Meanness of his Perse- 
cutors, with Reports of a 
Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
Europe and in 
this Country. 


i ALSO GIVING A 
Succinct Account of the 
Thousands of Christian Perse- 
cutions that hav Taken Place in 
the Centuries Gone. 
which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
which is added some of 


MR. BENNETT’S 
LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 


PENITENTIARY. 


650 pp., 12mo, with steel plate engraving 
of the author, Price, $1.50. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE; 


, 


The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
eal Gun. 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Joan T. Perry’s “ Xix- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars ot the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isareview ot Kersey Graves’ ” Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Hible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry's 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The moat interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays tbem against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
Belvo, nut condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the ease. This feature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn “' state’s evi- 
dence" against him and testify for Mr, Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
egainst Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illuetrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounoes it, “A thunder-biast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
mentă both JOE orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 


ASTROLOGY. 
Future Foretold. 


Mme. E. H. Bennett, so well known to the 
readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER, and the Ameri- 
can public generally, may be consulted on any 
affairs of life. domestic and business, Oalls or 
letters from one dollar, and a full written 
horoscope, giving full diagnosis of character, 
report on health, and a complete resume of the 

ast, with correct report of all future events, 

rom three to ten dolares. Address, in all con- 
fidence. MME. E. H. BENNETT, 73 South Wash- 
ington Square (Fourth 8t.). N. Y. utt 


Six Lectures on Astronomy. 


By Pror. RICHARD A. PROOTOR. 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall. 
this city, in the winter of 1875-6,and were re. 

orted honographically expressly for THE 

BEUTH SEEKER by Miss M. 8. Gonteharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever de- 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents, 


The titles of the Lectures are: 


I, Growth of Worlds. 
IL. Life and Death of Worlds. 
Other Worlds than Ours. 
IV. Other Suns than Ours, 
V. The Great Mysteries of the Universe, 
Yi. Religion and Astronomy, 


$1.00. 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth Bt N. X. county, Kan. 


The Cruelties B 


LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The Truth Seeker Office 
Thomas Paine. F. E, Abbot, 
Paine’s Bust. Frothingham 
Paine’s Monument, endell Phillips, 
Voltaire, merson, 
Rousseau, Garrison, 
Humboldt, Henry Bergh, 
Goethe, Peter Cooper, 
Schiller, , R. Burt, 

ug. Comte, . P. Andrews, 
Heine alt Whitman, 
Alex. Pope. Froude, 

John Miiton, Max Muller. 
oldsmith, ‘Warren Ohase 
Shelley. Jas. Parton, 
Byron. ` Wm. Denton, 
urns, Dr. Slade 
Washington, A.J. Davis, 
Franklin, Foster, 

efferson, J. M. Peebles, 

ohn Adams, Frances Wright. 
J. Q. Adams, E. V. Wilson, 

adison, G. L. Henderson, 
ackson. Prof. Fiske. 
Lincoln, Fred Douglas, 
Lincoln’s Monument, N. P. Banks, 
Gerrit Smith P, V. Nasby, 
Henry Q. Wright. Beecher, 
J. B. Mill, Tilton, 
Sumner, Moulton, 
Edgar A. Poe, G. W. Curtis. 
Greeley, Th, Nast, 
Castellar, J. G. Bennett, 
Tennyson. as. A, Dana, 
Darwin Phoebe Carey, 
Tyndall, Alice ur 
H. Spencer, Elizabeth Ù. Stantor , 
uxley, Busan B. Anthony. 
roctor, Lucy Stone, 
Draper, Julia Ward Howe, 
radlaugh, Chas. Cheney, 
Holyoake, Paulina Davis, 
Ingersoll. Mary F, Davis, 
Underwood, Emma H, Britten 
Mendum, Lizzie Fowler, 
Seaver, Mrs. Slenker, 
L, Colby, Susan H. Wixon. 
Dr. Hare D. M. Bennett. 


Judge J. W. Edwards. W. S. Bell, 

D J. 0. Bundy. 
8. 8. Jones. 
Dr. Mary E. Walker Asa K, Butts, 
(full figure). iW. F. Jamieson, 
Geo. Francis Train. Kersey Graves. 


and hundreds of others, including generals, 
statesmen, poets, actors, actresses, ete. at 10 
cents each singly, or eleven for one dollar. 
Neat Albums, by mail. to hold 80 photos., 
60 cts.,to hold 50, 80. 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth Bt, New York. 


KNOW THYSELF 


TRE untold miseries that re- 

sult from indiseretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. ‘Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medicai work 


Boston, 
| i Mp antitled T'he Science of Life; 
Witwer tone? AU ox, Selt Preservation. Ex. 
hausted vitality, nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by theerrors of youth or too 
closs application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regnined. 
. Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. Tt is a standard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded & gold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tlonal Medical Association. It contains benuti- 
ful and very expensive engravings, Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice. either one of which is worth 
ten times the price of thebook, Bound in French 
cloth; orice only $1, sent by mail post-paid. 

The London Lancet says : * No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. 

The author refers by poumon to JOS. 8. 
FISHER, President; W.1. P. INGRAHAM. vice- 
President; W, PAINE, M.D.: O. 8, GAUNTT 

.D.; H. J. UOET, M.D.; R. H. KLINE, M.D.: 
J. R. HOLCOM», M.D. ; ME LYNCH, M.D.; and 

NU 


M, X, O'CONNELL, M.D.. faculty of the Phila- 
delphia University of Medicine and Burgery; 
Philadelphia; also Hon. P. A. BISSELL, M.D., 
President of the National Medical Association. 
Address Dr. W, H. PAR 
Boston, Mass. ‘I'he author HEAL 
m&y be consulted on all dis- 
eases requiring skill and ex- 
THE 
BIBLE OF BIBLES: 
a 
OR 
TWENTY-SEVEN 
í ay i 
DIVINE REVELATIONS; 
ALSO A DELINEATION OF THE OHARAO- 
TER OF THE 
Principal Personages of the 
AND AN 
Examination of their Doctrines. 
Author of "The World's Six» 
teen Crucified Saviors," and 
Biography of Satan." 


also the faculty of the American University of 
KER, No.4 Bulfinch "street, 
perience. THYSELF 
CONTAINING 
CHRISTIAN BIBLE, 
BY KERSEY GRAVES, 
The ground 


one over by Mr. Graves 
in the course of this new work is simply as- 
tounding, and the literary labor performed is 
worthy of receiving the approximate re- 
ward of an extensive reading at the hands of 
the public. In the sixty-six chapters into 
which the book is divided, almost every ques- 
tion of interest which arises in the mind at the 
mention of the word BIBLE is considered in 
that straightforward style which has made the 
volumes of Mr. Graves so extensively sought 
after. 


Cloth, large 12mo., 440 pp. Price, $2.00, 
postage free. 
D. M. BENNETT, 

141 8th Bt., New York, 


An Article for Ladies? Usc. 


To be worn monthly. Prevents soiling of 
linen. It is perfectly easy and comfortable, 

causing noinconvenience tothe wearer. Ladies 

who hav used it would not be without it for any 

money. It will be sent with full direction for 

ess Mas. J, M. ; Lyndon, Osage . 
im eow 


55 The Truth Seeker, January 95, 1880. 


Ted a 


To the Legislature of the State of N ew York: 


We, the undersigned citizens of the state of New York, petition your Honorable Body to repeal the present 
laws of the state which exempt church property and ministers of the gospel from taxation; and we thus petition your 


Gems of Thought. 


Pook and content, is'rich and rich enough; 
But riches, fineless [infinite], is as poor as 
Winter 
To him that ever fears he shall be poor. 
—Shakspere, . 


Honorable Body for the following reasons : 7 

1. Because by exempting church property and ministers’ effects from taxation the state is assisting to support 
sectarian religion, which is unconstitutioual, and foreign to the purposes for which our government was formed ; and 
(2) it is extending charity to the clergy, a class better paid than any of the mechanics who are taxed, and better ‘than 
members of many other professions, thus constituting them a privileged class. l S ed 

2. It is a principle of justice that whoever enjoys the protection of à government should assist in-its support. 
Churches and ministers demand and receive protection from our government; and should riots occur by which such 
property should be destroyed, the state would be compelled to make good the same, although the property had never 
contributed to the revenues of the state. 

3. By continued exemption of church property from taxation, ecclesiastical corporations are enabled to amass. 
immense wealth, the exemption of which lays much heavier burdens upon secular property. One corporation in New 
York city owns $15,000,000 worth of property, $9,000,000 of which pays nothing for the support of government. In 
the state of New York there are $110,000,000 worth of property exempt from taxation. 

4. It is a matter of history, with which every member of your Honorable Body is no doubt acquainted, that 
whenever, by a long term of freedom from taxation, the state has aided the church, it has at last been compelled, in 
self-defense, to confiscate the wealth gathered by the church— which, by its power and influence, owing to such aid, 
was becoming dangerous to the peace and welfare of the state. The examples of Mexico and Italy are respectfully 
submitted. In the neighboring city of Montreal the church owns nearly two-thirds of the real estate, which forces 
one-third to pay taxes sufficient to protect the whole. The value of church property in thé United States is 
$500,000,000, amd should ita increase in the future be in proportion to its increase in the past, in the year 1900 it will 
reach the sum of $3,000,000,000, a third more than our national debt. Foresight now, on the part of your Honorable - 


THE moment you drive the devil out of theol- 
ogy there is nothing left worth speaking about. 
The moment you drop the devil the whole 
" geheme of salvation " has lost all its interest 
for mankind. You must keep the devil and you 
must keep hell. You must keep the devil. 
because with no devil no priest is necessary.— 
Ingersoll, 


Oz for a lodge in some vast wilderness, 
Some boundless contiguity of shade, 
Where rumor of oppression and deceit, 
Of unsuccessful or successful war, 
Might never reach me more! My ear is pained, 
My soul is sick, with every day’s report 
Of wrong and outrage with which earth is filled. 
—Cowper. 
TRUE reverence does not consist in declaring 
a subject, because it is dear to us, to be unflt for 
free and honest inquiry; far from it! True 
reverence is shown in treating every subject, 
however sacred, however dear to us, with per- 
fect confidence; without fear and without fer- 
vor; with tenderness and love, by all means, but 
before all, with an unflinching and uncompro- 
mising loyalty to truth.—Max Muller. 
THERE is no religion—or, if there ie, I do not 
know it—which does not say,''Do good, avoid 
evil" There is none which does not contain 


what Rabbi Hillel called the quintessence of ali 
religions, the simple warning, "Be good, my 


boy i" "Begood, my boy!” may seem a very 


short catechism, but let us add to it, " Be good, 
my boy. for God's sake,” and we hav in it very 


nearly the whole of the law and pulpits.—Max 


Muller. 


Wuorver has quit growing, he is orthodox, 
whether in art, politics, religion, philosophy— 
no matter what. Whoever thinks he has found 
it all out, he is orthodox. Orthodoxy is that 
which rots, and heresy is that which grows for- 
ever. Orthodoxy is the night of the past, full of 
the darkness of superstition, and heresy, is the 
eternal coming day, the light of whiclf strikes 
the grand, pure heads of the intellectual pio- 
neers of the world.—Zngersoll. 


Wr often use the expression with regard to a 
person in society, that he is à man of "sub- 
stance; "but how absurd to use the word “ sub- 
stance” of aman, and making it signify a house, 
bank stock, a heap of guineas, a store full of 
merchandise; things that do not touch his 
humanity at all. He is the man of substance 
that has the noble qualities which belong to 
human nature packed into him, can stand up, 
strong and solid. if all the accidents and such as 
farms, position, money, worldly consideration 
are stripped away.—Star King. 


Tur loneliest of all mortals are the pioneers 
of new principles and policies, new faiths and 
feelings; for they alone hav none on earth 
with whom they can hold brotherhood of soul. 
Having emerged from the beliefs in which they 
were educated, thrown away habituated reli- 
ances, trusting themselves to original percep- 
tion as they advance into the unknown, out of 
which new revelations are breaking on them, 
their solitude is sometimes as appalling as the 
experience of one who forthe first time rides 
on & locomotive across a midnight prairie, 
when. through the level gloom, he seems just 
plunging off the world into banks of stars.— 
Alger. 


THE Doet that beautifled the sect that was 
otherwise inferiorto the rest, saith yet excel- 
lently well : " It is a pleasure to stand upon the 
shore and to see the ships tossed upon the sea; 
a pleasure to stand in the window of a castle 
andto see & battle and the adventures thereof 
below; but no pleasure is comparable to the 
standing upon the vantage ground of truth (a 
hil not to be commanded, and where the air 
is always clear and serene), and to see the errors 
and wanderings and mists and tempests in the 
vale below;” so always that this prospect be 
with pity and not with swelling or pride. Cer- 
tainly itis heaven upon earth to hay a man’s 
mind move in charity, rest in Providence, and 
turn upon the poles of truth.— Bacon, 


How sweet to stand. when tempests tear the 
main, 

On the firm cifff, and mark the seaman’s toil! 

Not that another’s danger soothes the soul, 

But from such toil how sweet to feel secure! 

How sweet. at distance from the strife, to view 

Oontending hosts, and hear the crash of war! 

But sweeter far, on wisdom’s hight serene, 

Upheld by truth, to fix our firm abode, 

To watch the giddy crowd that, deep below. 

Forever wander in pursuit of bliss. 


` O blind and wretched mortals! Know ye not, 


Of all ye toil for, Nature nothing asks, 

But for the body, freedom from disease, 

And sweet unanxious quiet for the mind. 
—Luoretius. 


As the child, on growing up to manhood, has 
to unlearn the language of the nursery, its re- 
ligion. too, has to betranslated from a feminine 
into amore masculine dialect, This does not 
take place without a gtruggle, and it is this con- 
stantly recurring struggle, this inextinguisha- 
bie desire to recover itself, which keeps religion 
from utter stagnation. From first to last, re- 
ligion is oscillating between these two opposite 
poles, and it ia only if the attraction of oneof 
the two poles becomes too strong that the 
healthy movement ceases and stagnation and 
decay setin. If religion cannot accommodate 
itself, on the one side, to the capacity of chil- 
dren, or if. on the other side. it fails to satisfy 
the requirements of men, it has lost its vitality, 
pnd it becomes either mere superstition or 
mere philosophy,—Afaz Muller, 


Body, may avert future disaster from our state. 


And your petitioners will ever pray, etc., etc. 


Odds and Ends. 


EPITOME 


: | OF THE 
THERE was a bad man of New Haven, EP i se q 
Who wriggled so when he was shaven { 
That they cut off his nose +; Positive Philosophy 
And his ears and his toes. AND 
3 


Before they could make him behaven. 


TALKING about warm hair, a lady in Milwau- 
kee, whose hair very nicely matches the brick 
in the Wisconsin building, and who has been 
joked about her red hair until she goes around 
and shoots the last few thousand who made an- 
cient remarks about it, says she heard a new 
thing on red hair the other day. A friend from 
the East said to her, “Mrs. ,Irather like 


RELIGION $ HUMANITY. 
THIRD EDITION, with CHART and INTRO- 

DUCTION, By T. B. WAKEMAN, Esq, 
Just out. Price, 25 cents. 


.this Skeneateles hair of yours.” 


She didn’t like to ask any questions, but final- THE 
ly curiosity got the best of her, and she asked. 
* Well, what inthe name of the thirteen apos- CAUSE: OF. HUMANITY, 
tles is Skeneateles hair ?” OR THE 


. "Oh," says he, as he got on the other side of 
the table, and held his elbow over his head so 
the press-board wouldn't hurt, “ Skeneateles is 
about forty miles beyond Auburn, you know.” 
He is now carried in a sling, and his friends 
hav to get a pass from the matron of the hos- 
pital to see him. 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY ‘and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Justout. By 

COURTLANDT PALMER. 


A QUEER HALF. 

He was not exactly seedy-looking. yet he was 
not such an appearing man as no experienced 
barkeeper cares to supply more than one round 
of drinks to without a settlement. He entered 
a Kearney street bar-room and softly ordered a 
cocktail, with just a dash of absinthe, please," 
The mixologist had proceeded about half way 
with his scientific operations when the stranger 
felt in his pocket, and, after a sweeping investi- 
gation, produced a four-bit piece, This the 
stranger tossed in the air, and it fell on the 
counter With adulithud. The mixologist’s at- 
tention wasimmedlately attracted toward the 
coin. He looked at it a moment, and then took 
it between his forefinger and thumb. His 
countenance changed instantly, He laid the 


Price, 25 cents. 


The Bible of To-dav. 


By JOHN W. CHADWICE, minister of 
the Second Unitarian Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Thisis undoubtedly one of the most valuable 
and truthrul works that has ever been written 
on the Bible, and is the first book in the English 
language that gives an accurate account ot age, 
origin, and character of the various books com- 
posing the Jewish Scriptures. The work is 
candid, learned, and eminently free from preju- 
dice and bitterness. ‘he author consulted 
largely Kuenen, Robertson, Baur, Ewald, Zel- 
coin down on the bar,and shoved it slowly lor, Davidson. J. s Auen, Matthew Arnold, 
toward the stranger, remarking indifferently,| -Oi6nso, Knappert, Reville, Nicholas, Oo rt 

‘| Hooykaas, Noyes, Milman, DeWette, Westcott, 
as he put the half-composed cocktail under the | J. J, Tayler, E. H. Sears, Renan, R. Hanson, Dr. 
bar,  Ican buy 'em for a dollar a pound; bring | J. „Muir, Keim, Schenkel, Dean Stanley, Jowett, 
us some thing better.” B. W. Greg. pannel poutaob, Tregelles, o 

"What do you mean?" asked the stranger, | 276^. “ackay, Neander, Alger, Prot, Fisher, 

: '|amiothers. It is such a digest of ali the reliable 
looking from the coin to the mixologist curi- | guynorities on the Bible as can no where else 
ously. . be found, 

" Mean!" replied the man of drinks, " why,| Every person who wishes to know the whole 
that you must take me for an awful fresh to try | iru th about the old Jewish Beriptures should 
and shove such a queer ‘queer’ as this on me, 


sen d for this Yolume. i ice orta "T 
If that's the best you've got. good-bye.” £ i MANCHAS 
It was now the stranger's turn to examine the 


coin. He took it up, felt of it, examined it, bit 
it, and tried to make it ring on the hard-wood 
counter, but it wouldn't ring. He remarked, 
however, in a confident tone, " I can't see that 
that is queer. What ails it?” 

The barkeeper took the coin up and felt of it 
again. It was dull-looking and soapy-feeling, 
He passed it back again, wearily.and remarked, 
with the tone of a man who had considered too 
long a subject of trifling importance, '' Take it 
away; it’s the worst I ever saw.” ` 

The stranger took it again. He examined it 
more carefully. " Well, I never thought I would 
be taken in by a piece of the queer,” he re- 
marked, thoughtfully.” and femphatieally] I'll 
be blanked if I think I hav." 

" Oh, no; of course not,” said the barkeeper, 
contemptuouslY. 

The stranger became earnest, He gave the 
slippary-look ing coin another searching glance 
and then remarked slowly: “Say, mister, I hav 
said I didn't think I was taken in by a viece of 
the queer, and I think so yet. Now I'll just bet 
you a ten that this is a genuine piece of silver.” 

The barkeeper had a $10 gold piece borrowed 
from th» till and planted on the bar in an in- 
stant. The stranger did not say a word, but 
taking a knife out of his pocket, he coolly pro- 
ceeded to peel a veneering of silver foii from 
the coin where it had been stuck to the good 
silver with soap. 

The stranger reached out for the $10 piece, 
and, as he pocketed it, he remarked slowly: 

“Twigez vous? Oui, je twig,’’ 


WHE ROOT OF THE MATTER. 
SAMSON : 


.& Myth-Story of the Sun. 


The Gospel of the Kingdom Ac- 
eording to the Holy Men 
of Old. 


Bennett fund as they mey choose}, 
vols., each, 80 cents. 


Situation Wanted. 


Engiish. German, French, and Italian 


some first-class house. Best of. references 


areas Ezdorf, Glleveland, Ohio, 52 Water at. 


The author of these: works finds the Bible, 
largely mythical in its character. He presents 
uss & number of copies to be disposed of in the 
interest of THE TRUTH BEEEKER. All who pure | 
chase will therefore aid THE TRUTH SEEKER to | 
th amount of their purchase, or add to the 


P 
Samson, 20 cents; Gospel of tue Kingdom, 2 


A gentleman thoroughly convei'sant vith, the 
an- 
iunio. quickin figures. writing a good hand, 

esires & situatio n as general cori’espondent in 


given and jalaran expectations mo derate, Ad- 


And for many other just reasons which will readily suggest themselves to your Honorable Body. 


| 

| 
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| 
|; 
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THE GREAT SPECIALIST, 


| Treats all Private, Chronic, and Sexual 
| Diseases with unprecedented success. The 
| thousands of cures he is performing annually 
substantiate this fact. He has at this moment 
patients in every State of the Union and inthe 
; British Provinces, Every reader of this who 
7 has any affection of the Head, Throat, Lungs, 
i Heart, Stomach, Liver, Kidney , Bladder, Bows 
! els, Womb, Genital Organs, Rheumatic or Neu 
fralgic Difficulties, or Eruptions of the Skin, - 
+ Blood Impurities, Tumors, Oancers, or any 
: Nervous Affections, or diseases of the Eye or 
- Ear, are invited to write to Dr, Fellows, whose 
1 system of practice is entirely original, omitting 
T Drugs and Mineral Medicines of both the 
! Old and New schools, hence reliable. 
j tor’s crowning medical achievement has been 
jin the discovery of an external or outside ap- 
plication or tho permanent, iure of Sperma- 
| orrhosa and Impotency as the result of self- 
; abuse in youth, sexual excess in maturer years, 
land other causes, producing some of the fol- 
{lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
jsions (night emissions; by dreams), Dimness 
‘of Bight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Society of Fee 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er. Eteh eto, rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy. 

Dr. allows has prescribed his external rem- 
edy for 1,600 cases Without a failure to cure. in a 
single case, and some of them were in a terri- 
bly shattered condition ; had been in the In- 
pane asylums, many had Falling Sickness— 
Fita ;: others upon the verge of Consumption 3 
while others again had become Foolish and 
hardly able to take care of themselves. For. 
further information address, with two 8-cent. 
stamps, Vineland, New Jersey, where Doctor Re 

P, Fellows 1s pormanentjy loeated, and obtain 
his private circular on "Bpermatorrhcoea and. 
its Cure,” or, if afflicted with other complaints, 
his large circular treating on the above-named. 
chronic diseases, both containing sworn evie. 
dences, which is convincing and positive testi- 
mony to the Doctor’s great skill. In order that 
all can avail themselves of his services he has 
placed his terms at a very reasonable figure, 


[From the Denver ( Col.) Rocky Mountain Herald. 
* Dr. Fellows is a successful specialist: for a 
the diseases which he claims to cure, such ag 
chronic and sexual complaints, His wonderful 
skill and success are bringing kim hundredsof 
cases weekly br letter and otherwise from all 

over the United States.” 
From The Boston Investigator] 

“ Dr. Fellows is a physician of superior edu- 
cation and extensive practice in private, chron- 
ic, and sexual diseases. We don’t see any need 
of priests for anything, but as a good pooror is, 
in our eyes, a benefactor of mankind. we would 
advise the reader if he has got any of the dis- 
eases mentioned, and doesn’t want to keep 
‘| them, let him write to Dr. Fellows, and obtain 
health which is better than fortune, political 
office, or even religion, 


What Is the Bible? 


BY J. T. SUNDERLAND. 


He holds that so-calied sacred books are nat- 
ural products of the human mind, and givs an 
outline of the origin and growth of the various 
bibles of the world, drawing analogies between 
the historical development of the Jewish Bible 
and other great sacred books, and demonstrate 
ing religion to bealarger and richer thing than 
Jew, Christian. or Pagan has understood. The 
second chapter is devoted to the Bible, its ori- 
gin, growth. the men who wrote it, when: they 
wrote it, and why; the third shows the diffleul- 
ties inthe way of the theory of infallibility of 
the Bible. and their serious increase with the 
growth of scholarship and science; the fourth 
treats of its inspiration and revelation, consid- 
ering its claims as & classic and as the parent 
of Monotheism. It is a very broad and catholic 
work, answering the questions which naturally 
arise inconnection With religion, and negating 

the assumption of an infallible word of God, - 
; rice, $1,00, 

For sale by D. M. BENNETT, 
5^1 Eighth Bt, New York. 
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Notes and Clippings. 


CARDINAL MANNING has had to make an appeal 
on behalf of some of the clergy, whose congre- 
gations are too poor to support them, 


THE congregation sang” We are going home 
to die no more," in a Westfield (Mass.) church, 
and an irreverent fellow, leaning over to a dyed 
deacon, said in a loud tone, " Then you'll be 
gray in a week.” 


A Scorcn clergyman, whose habit it was to 
preach hell-fire to his congregation in large 
doses, had occasion to visit a poer, sick parish- 
ioner, After enlarging with considerable unc- 
tion on his favorite topic. he said to her, ‘‘ Now, 
my dear woman, did you ever appreciate the 
tortures of the damned before?” ‘Nae, nae; 
never till you came here.” was the rather equiv- 
ocal answer. 


Tu Presbyterian synod.of North Carolina 
hav resolved that public preaching by a woman 
is opposed to the word of God and the welfare 
of his people, and advise their church members 
to giv it no countenance. Wonder if they will 
continue to allow the women to circulate sub- 
scription papers, and get up donations for the 
benefit of the church. We are oftentimes im- 
'pelled to ask, "How long, O Lord, how long,” 
will poor deluded woman be controlled by the 
dictations of old superstitions and the creeds 
of a barbarous agé?—Jewéll County Review. ` 


GREAT excitement prevails at New Hampton, 
Iowa, over a supposed horrible murder. An 
-Adventist preacher named Elder Buck-resides 
neac there, and makes a living by revealing 
secrets which he says are confided to him by 
Spirits, One day ilast fall a neighbor, hearing 
screams from the house of Buck, and seeing his 
wife wringing her hands in agony. looked 
through the door and saw Buck beating his 
young 80n, who was tied to the bed. Since that 
time the boy has been missing, and as Buok be- 
longs to the same olass of religious fanaties as 
Freeman, of Massachusetts, it is believed that 
he killed the boy. Mr. Buck declares that the 
boy ran away. Buck has fied. and the citizens 
are making an investigation, 


Has an era of mild persecution set in for the 
Ritualists in this land of religious liberty? A 
few weeks ago the Protestant Episcopal Bishop 
ot Maryland, a pronounced Low Churchman, 
inhibited a Ritualistic clergyman of English 
birth from celebrating the sacraments. preach - 
ing, or publicly reciting any of the offices of 
the church within the boundaries of his dio- 
cese; and now the Protestant Episcopal Bishop 
of Long Island, who certainly has never been 
classed heretofore as a Low Ohurchman, has, 
by a similar exercise of authority, closed the 
lips and put out the candies of another Ritual- 
istic clergyman. Yet it is only a fortnight since 
the Bishop of Long Island, with five brother 
bishops, marched behind a procession-cross Up. 
toà communion-table hidden by arichly em- 
broidered altar-cloth and illuminated by lighted 
candles. . 

Oor., R. G. INGERSOLL, in his speech at the 
suffrage meeting in Washington on Friday 
evening, Jan. 23d, said: “Our government de- 
pends for its stability upon honest elections. 
The great principle underlying our system of 
government is that the people hav the virtue 
and patriotism to govern themselves. That is 
the foundation-stone, the corner, and the base 
of our edifice. and upon it our government ison 
trial to-day. And until a man is considered 
infamous who casts an illegal vote, our govern- 
ment will not be safe, Whoever casts an illegal 
vote knowingly is a traitor to the principle up- 
on whieh our government is founded. And 
whoever deprives a citizen of his right to vote 
is also a traitor to our government, When these 
things are understood, when the finger of pub- 
Me scorn shall be pointed to every man who 
votes illegally, or unlawfully prevents an hon- 
est vote, then you will hav a splendid govern- 
ment.” 


WE hav heard now and again of men with 
very small souls, but rhetoric, the rhetoric of 
indignation, exhausts itself when it deMares 
that "a whole regiment of such souls could 
wander aboutin a mustard seed for a century 
and never come within hearing distance of each 
other.” The better thing, however, is to accept 
the theory of Darwin, and admit that men hay 


A —— — ———— 


} New York, Saturday, January 31, 1880. 


ne souls at all. for what practical use a diminu- 


„| tive particle of immortality, as microscopic as 


that above mentioned. would be, it might be 
difficult to say. A long experience with life 
compels us toadmit that there are men whose 
souls are not large enough to occupy the whole 
extent of their bodies. The heart especially is 
never touched by the a!l-animating substance, 
and becomes shriveled, dry, and hard in conse- 
quence. If it be really true that all men hay 
souls it is one of the most difficult truths to 
accept which an over-generous theology im- 
poses. 


THE Rev. T. V. iRoy, converted Brahmin, has 
not been having a vory good time in Olnoeinnati 
since the news got abroad among the pious 
pork-packers that he,has been denounced by 
the Rev. Dr. Chamberlain of the East India 
Mission as an impostor and bigamist. When 
he tried to speak at a gospel temperance meet- 
ing a few evenings ago some of the brethren 
hissed and others sang a hymn to drown his 
voice. On Sunday afternoon he assisted as side 
show at an exhibition of healing powers by an 
alleged doctor and made a speech. The un- 
pleasant things said about him by the mission- 
aries he attributed to doctrinal and sectarian 
jealousy, which had followed him across the 
ocean. He admitted that he had been in jaii 
for bigamy, but explained that incident as due 
to his ignorance of American laws. Then he 
preached a sermon, and, that over, he wept and 
asked help to get out of town. After the hat 
had been passed around, he sang what pur- 
ported to be Hindoo hymns, by way of showing 
his gratitude. 


Tus- recent hanging -of Swift-Runner, an 
Indian murderer, at Fort Saskatchewan, Can- 
ada, was inatemperature of 40 degrees below 
zero, A gallows had been built out of doors, so 
thatthe Indians could see the execution; but 
when the officers and prisoner arrived at the 
spot, it was found that most of the scaffold had 
been used for firewood by the half-frozen crowd. 
Swift Runner complacently warmed himself at 
the fire while the gallows was being repaired. 
When everything else was ready the nervous 
hangman said he had forgotten to bring a strap 
to fasten the prisoner’s arms and legs. He 
offered to save further trouble by killing him- 
self with a tomahawk, but his proposition was 
rejected. and he atea hearty meal of pemmican, 
with the noose around his neck. while & mes- 
Benger was fetching a strap. A priest attempted 
to giv him spiritual consolation, but he said 
that the white man’s whiskey had ruined him, 
andso he conldn't believe in the white man's 
God. He preferred a death dance by his own 
people, and while they were performing it he 
was hanged. 


ACCORDING to Le Pelerin, an ultramontane 
periodical, enjoying a large circulation in 
orthodox French circles, and laying claim to 
derive its information upon religious subjects 
from altogether exclusive sources, Pius IX. 
upon entering Paradise shortly after his 
demise, was there received with somewhat 
exceptional honors. We subjoin in literal 
translation the account of his reception printed 
in the Pelerin, and purporting to be the faithful 
reproduction of a communication * received 
from the highest authority.” .." When Pio Nono 
entered Paradise he at once obtained a crown 
from the hands of the Immaculate Virgin, as a 
reward for the crown which he had bestowed 
upon her during his sojourn upon earth. St, 
Joseph, whom he had made patron and protect- 
or of the church, shook him heartiiy by the 
hand and thanked him. Then Bt. Peter gave 
out the key in which the hymn of welcome was 
to be sung, and the celestial choir chanted it, 
while Francis de Sales and Alphonso Liguori, 
whom he had formerly proclaime® teachers of 
the church, alternately recited in laudatory 
terms the deeds aud achievements of his Pontifl- 
eate, Fifty-two saints, and twenty-six of the 
blessed, all of whom owe their present position 
to Pius IX., greeted kim with harmonious 
choruses,” How nice it must be to hav direct 
communication with the occupants of the great 
white throne! 


DunriNG the nast eight or ten days there has 
been tbe most remarkable succession of re- 
markable events in regard to clergymen. The 
Kensico brother's kissing affair may appro- 
priately head the list, while next in the same 

ne of evangelical eccentricity comes the Hobo, 


ken pastor’s scrape, growing out of his kissing 

his cook for her spiritual welfare. Bro, Trum- 

brower has retreated from the dangers and 

threats of his flock at Hoboken. and has carted 

his effects tothe house of a relative in the City of 

Churches and church fights. Thelight shed on 

the inner workings of the Shepherd’s Fold pre- 

sents Bro. Oowley in a highly unenviuble 

plight.: The scandal in Bro. Paul's Second Ger- 

man Baptist church is happily smoothed over, 

Sister Paul declining to press her charges, and 

the brethren agreeing to forgive and forget 
everything. A prominent Presbyterian clergy- 

man is charged with hobnobbing with Unita- 

rians. and some of his associates want to know 
whatis going to be done about it. Bishop Lit- 
tlejohn has prohibited the Rev. Mr. Sparks from 
conducting services in the diocese of Long 
Island. Col. Bob Ingersoll accuses the Rev. 
Flavius Josephus Cook of lying. A clergyman 
near Cincinnati spoke from the pulpit censur- 
tng his.lady organist for going to dancing par- 
ties and playing light and trifling music. The 
lady said nothing in response, but on the fol- 
lowing day caught her pastor in the street and 
horse-whipped him to her heart’s content. 
The colored brethren hav their share of trou- 
bles. In Georgia an eloquent preacher fell into 
a well, where he remained from Saturday until 
Tuesday, when ‘somebody was kind enough to 
fish him out. Insult was ‘added to injury by 
the remark of a rival preacher that the accident 
had saved somebody’s turkey roost from one 
Sabbath’s spoliation. In Brooklyn a colored 
pastor was arrested at the instance of his wife, 
ona charge of stealing hens. The hens having 
been found in some other person’s possession, 
this brother is discharged. In Stonington, 
Oonn,, a colored evangelist was brought into 
court on the charge of keeping an unlicensed 
dog. This good man took itubon himself to 
open the court with a fervent prayer. 


Hornx KissEs.— The preacher who has lately 
been tried for doing more kissing than the 
spirituai condition of his flock required got off 
with a verdict of "''exceedingly imprudent,” 
which, after all, is nearly as bad a thing as can 
be said about aclergyman in his relations with 
his feminine parishioners. Naturally there is 


another verdict, the self-appointed jurors-being 
the husbands and brothers of the ladies who 
were kissed. and we hav no hesitation in saying 
that these gentlemen are far more competent, 
as jurors in such a case, than the sever good 
pastors whotalked and prayed over the affair 
eighteen hours. There is an ineradicable {m- 
pression in the minds of all men that preach- 
ers, outside of what special endowments they 
may enjoy while engaged in their professional 
duties, are of natures and passions like unto 
other men. and that their kisses, which are 
generally bestowed according to the dictates of 
personaltaste, are no holier than those of other 
men. It is useless for pastors to quote the 
apostolic injunction to greet each other witha 
holy kiss. for this suggestion was offered for 
men and women alike, whereas the modern 
preacher who kisses the male members of his 
congregation, or even the homely women, 
is yet to be found. Besides, kissing is a 
common Oriental method of salutation for 
all sexes and ages, and the early Ohris- 
tians, who were in hourly anticipation of 
being flogged at the public whipping-post, 
fed to lions. or sawn asunder, had tittle 
time or inclination to regard a kiss according 
to its signification amovg people who consider 
that the world owes them a good time, and they 
are going to hav is. Had Peter, Paul, or any of 
the church’ fathers dropped in at a church 
sociable in the course of theirjourneyings and 
organized games in which there were forfeits to 
be paid in kisses their epistles would never hav 
come down to us. Indeed, were any of the prom- 
inent clergymen of New York,in the course of 
their pastoral Visits, to kiss all their lady par- 
ishioners, scores of letters on the subject would 
crowd the Herald’s '" Complaint Book,” and the 
churches would speedily go into the market for 
new pastors. Preachers will hav to keép apace 
with the moral sentiments of the age if they 
want to be respected, and these sentiments de- 
clare that kissing between men and women not 
closely united by bonds of affection is always 
grossly indelicate. and generally a great deal 
worse. No professional or clerical stamp can 
improve its appearance or savethe reputation 
of thoge who indulge,—N, Y. Herald. 
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Events of the Week. 


Grant is visiting Havana, Cuba. 


Junzs FAvRE,the French statesman. died on 
the 19th, i 


HAYDEN, the alleged murderer, has been re- 
leased on bail. d 


HAYANA, Cuba, was severely shaken up by an 
earthquake on the 23d. 


THREE hundred lives were lost in the recent 
revolution in Lima. Peru. 


Many new gold mines hav recently been dis~ 
covered in eastern Siberia. 


Tux steamship Sardinia recently ran into and 
sunk a bark. drowning two men. 


A Honoxen clergyman has been suspended 
for being too fond of kissing his cook. — 


Purure B. Moraan of Louisiana has been ap- 
pointed United States Minister to Mexico. 


SrRIoUs inundations and great damage to 
property are reported in Holland and Poland. 


Tur office of the Cherryville, Kan., Globe was 
burnt on the 21st. Two printers lost their lives 
in the flames. 

A NEGRO in Harrisburg, Pa., got religion so 
severely at a recent revival that he became in- 
sane and hanged himself. 


A TRAIN on the Virginia Midland Railway was 
thrown from the track on the 23d bya rock. 
Two killed and several injured. 


Tue capital of the Central American republic 
of San Salvador is reported to hav been de- 
stroyed recently by an earthquake. 


THE Governor of Kentucky is pardoning 
state prisoners by wholesale on account of the 
overcrowded condition of the prisons. 


A JOURNAL has been started in Canada with 
the avowed objact of agitating a separation of 
the Dominion from Eagland and union with the 
United States. 


PARNELL, the Irish agitator. is meeting with 
much success in this country in his efforts to 
raise funds with which to carry on the land 
agitation in Ireland. 


THE investigation into the abuses pmgoticed 
by the Rev. Mr. Cowley on the children of the 
Shepherd’s Fold in this city reveals horrible 
enormities and cruelties. 


FIFTEEN thousand houses were recently do- 
stroyed by a great fire in Tokio, Japan. Above 
a hundred lives were lost. Fifty thousand por- 
sons are rendered homeless. 


A WEALTHY citizen of Mexico was recently 
lured into an insane asylum in Philadelphia 
and shut up asa lunatic. Luckily his friends 
discovered the plot and released him. 

FAMINE is afflicting several countries in Eu- 
rope and Asia, Want of food is causing many 
deaths in Turkey. Recently flfteen persons 
died in one day in Adrianople of starvation. 


PERSISTENT attempts hav lately been made to 
burn the city of Wheeling, W.Va. Thireten in- 
cendiary fires were discovered and extin- 
guished in twenty-four hours a few days ago. 


MArNE's election troubles are not over yet. 
Governor Davis has called out the military as a 
precautionary measure, An attack on the 
State House by the defeated party is antici- 
pated. 

THE workshops of the Kings County Peniten- 
tiary. at Flatbush, Long Island, were destroyed 
by fire on Monday last. There were eight hun- 
dred persons in the building at the time, but 
they were all got out and escorted to a place of 
safety without escaping from custody, 


A FEW evenings since a train on the Elevated 
Railroad in this city, while going at full speed, 
jumped the track and landed, badly smashed. 
in the street below. Luckily there were but 
few persons aboard. and none of those were 
killed, though they were all more or less in- 
jured. : 

Ooarn-PIT accidents are becoming very fre- 
quent in Engiand of late. The Jatest explosion 
took place in the Lyoelt colliéry at Newcastle. 
Seventy of the seventy-seven men were either 
instantly killed or died immediately after the 
z Dlos lon; 4 terrible fire is raging in the 
mine, "dels eoim a ede i SS ` 
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Discussion. 


Debate between Prof. W. F. Jamieson and Rev. 
Jacob Ditzler, D.D.—Continued. 


MR, JAMIESON'S CLOSING SPEECH.—CONTINUED. 


Again, I proved that if “love to God and man is 
enough," it proves too much for the Bible and 
Christianity, for pagan nations had it centuries be- 
fore the time of. Moses, who is said to have been 
learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. 
principle is enough to prove divine inspiration, then 
are the pagan bibles divine; then were Yas and 
Chun, two wise translators in China, who lived more 
than five hundred years before Moses was born, 
divinely inspired. It is not, however, because the 


Bible contains the Golden Rule that we reject it as it was rotten to the core.” He had better put on 


immoral in its tendency and injurious to society. 
You Protestants do not reject the Catholie church 
because it teaches the Golden Rule, do you? To 
this point Ireceived no answer. It is because the 
Catholic church teaches other doctrines, and because 
. heathenism teaches other principles, which you can- 
not accept, that you reject them as systems. It is 
because the Bible contains so much that is proved to 
be immoral that we reject it, as a whole, but not any 
truth which it happens to contain. The mistake 
you Christians make consists in accepting the whole 
of it. Hence you feel under obligation to defend 
every part of it until pressed to the wail in debate ; 
then you throw it all overboard except the heathen 
Golden Rule. 

My friend has objected to my quotations as being 
made up of single passages. That is the way you 
quote it and preach from it. No one can quote a 
whole volume, or even a whole chapter, to get- a 
single point. I always seek to quote tbe Bible, or 
any other book, fairly, having no other interest than ` 
the truth to serve. My friend's objection is flimsy. | 
I quoted Rev. Justin D. Fulton, who says “isolated | 
texts furnish sure supports of scripture teaching." 
Says Fulton: “There is no. tyranny in isolated 
texts. From the first page of Genesis to the last. 
of Revelation, scripture sustains isolated texts.” j 
* As well might a man say you could not judge of a: 
cable by a single link as to declare you could not 


l 


judge scripture by a single text." Had you not! fdelity and Science,” 


etter call Fulton an Infidel? That is my friend's 
favorite plan when he finds a Christian against him, 

We bave given numerous texts to prove our posi- 
. tion. In my judgment, not one of them has been 
met. In every case where he has found fault with 
the translation, it was a confession that the Bible, as 
it is, is opposed to him. That is all we ask. When 
you write a revised, emended Bible, an improve- 
ment upon God's infallible volume, we will attend 
toit. As it is not out yet, we have taken the Bible 
as it is, and find it wanting, and so do you. When 
the improved translation does come ont, will it be 
infallible? Can we depend upon it? or will Greek 
and Hebrew scholars differ about that as they do 
about this? 

We have shown that the Bible is a book of king- 
craft as well as priestcraft. Does kingcraft tend to 
the good of society ? You cannot make a genuine 
American believe it does, “Honor the king,” says 
this book. “There is no power but of God,” says 
this volume. Kings were believed to be divinely 
appointed. This Bible says they are. “The pow- 
ers that be are ordained of God,” “ Whosoever, 
therefore, resisteth the power, resisteth the ordi- 
nance of God : and they that resist shall receive to 
themselves damnation.” According to that doc- 
trine, Washington, Franklin, Adams, are lifting up 
their eyes in hell this very moment. Instead of 
obeying the king, they rebelled against him. If the 
Bible is all true, they are damned, and there is. no 
use of you blinking the fact. 

My friend asserted that Draper admits that when 
Rome was left to Infidelity—* the foul and pesti- 
lential breath and contaminating touch of Infi- 
delity,” he phrases it—the land was covered with 
“monsters in crime, in rapacity, in infamy ;” a 
“stewing, simmering, rotten mass of humanity,” 
expressions which have bubbled up in my friend’s 
mouth “seventeenthly.” But it is all a mistake. 
Infidelity never produced such a state of things. 
He gets such facts (?) from his own fevered imagi- 
nation. It looks as if he and I were in co-partner- 
ship—he to make all the blunders and I to point 
them out. J assure you that we are not, and that he 
is serious about them. He says Draper admits that 
Infidelity in Rome was the cause of the horrible 
crimes and immoralities there. I have studied 
Draper carefully, and never, in all his writings, 
do I find any such statement. Why did he not 
give us the page? ‘The factis, as I proved by Hux- 
ley and the * History of Seience," that it is science, 
not religion, which blesses and civilizes the world. 
When the world was overrun with religion, it was 
also overrun with the rank, poisonous weeds of 


ignorance. Science ig taking the place of both re-| Christianity is.a Jesuitical thing from instinct. It 
It is even a Jew to gain a 

* Christian civilization |? about which we hear so| Jew, a Gentile to gain a Gentile, a Polygamist to 
much. It is the veriest cheat ever palmed off on a] gain a Polygamist. It unfairly claims all the good 


ligion and ignorance. 


too confiding public. 


that we discover the monsters of iniquity that so 
disturbed my friend. He thought they were Infi- 
dels, but it turns out that they were Christians. 
Now, don’t get frightened, my friend. Have I not 
already produced the historic proofs, 
have, but he passed them by, except in a few cases, 
where he pronounced them false, but gave us no 
higher autbority, which is as high, perhaps, as he 
could go, in his estimation. These are love-taps 


If that thatlam giving my genial friend. Draper says it 


was Christianity that produced the dilapidation of 
Rome. As I showed (Draper’s Conflict, p. 258), 
papal Rome hated classical Rome. Says Draper, 
* In a political and theological sense, it was rotten 
to the core.” My friend read, “In an Infidel sense, 


his specs. For a whole week he has been reading 
everything upside down and backwards, and the 
only blessed word he could see before his swimming 
vision was the word “Infidel.” But Draper says 
that Christianity in Rome was the cause of its 
shocking immoralities, and he says (p. 260), “Let us 
judge it by its fruits,” That was the religion 
which, he says on the preceding page, “had become 
the art of plundering the people.” 

It was the Christianity of that day which gave 
to the world a “long catalogue of sorrows, wants, 
sufferings, licentious life, private- wickedness, de- 
moralized society.” These are Draper’s own words, 
and nothing any Christian can say in denunciation 
of this great American scientist will tarnish his fair 
fame because he is honest enough to tell the truth 
to the damage of Christianity. (Conflict, pp. 264, 
265.) In Christian France and England, “ modesty 
or morality ” was impossible, and as late as 1430 the 
houses of the peasantry were “dens of moral and 
physical pollution swarming with vermin.” And he 
says the condition of the nobles was not much 
better. Under the Christian intluence there was 
“continually increasing. demoralization," says 
Draper, And this is the author which you tried to 
prove was in your favor. Pie 

If Draper believed that it was Infidelity that pro- 
duced such a corrupt state of society, his book 
ought to have been entitled “ Conflict Between Zn- 
But, unfortunately for your 
side, it does not read anywhere near like that. But 
when Freethought and science came, Christianity 
began to wane. : 

My opponent would try to make some of his 
friends believe that I was unfair in charging most 
of the leaders of the Reformation with advocating 
persecution. I could excuse the Roman Catholic 
church by such reasoning. It could be proved that 
it existed all through ilie Dark Ages ostensibly to 
promote morality. But did she promote it ? that is 
the question. Luther and even the “mild Melanc- 
thon," as my friend calls him, Draper says (page 
215), “were determined to banish philosophy from 
the church.” Luther vilified the philosophers. Who 
was Calvin? Was he not a leader of the Reforma- 
tion? Did he not persecute? Did he not approve 
of the burning of Servetus? Did not Melancthon 
write Calvin a letter approving of the persecution ? 
These are historical facts which my opponent has 
denied. Thus do I show that my learned friend, 
with his seventeen languages, is wrong at almost 
every turn, Now, what does Draper say about those 
leaders? ‘So far as science is concerned, nothing 
is owed to the Reformation.” ‘The two rival divis- 
ions of the Christian chureh—Protestant and Cath- 
olic—were thus in accord on one point: to tolerate 
no science except such as they considered to be 
agreeable to the scriptures” (pp. 215, 217, “ Con- 
flict”). - 

In Greece, in Rome, in China, was a civilization 
that illuminated the minds of millions, 


I have quoted from Lecky to show that as Chris- 
tianity grew, morality weakened; and that what 
morality there was connected with Christianity was 
taken from pagans. 
darkness " set in, says Lecky (History of Morals), as 
Christianity. gained power. Why, my friend, you 


ought to see yourself that your absurd claims for 


Christianity can not be sustained. All history is 
against you, You claim for Christianity what be- 
longs to invention, commerce, science, art, industry, 
and even climate and race. What are the pious 
Christian negroes? There are 3,0007000 Christian 
Abyssinians. Are they civilized? They are semi- 
barbarians, The population of the Southern states 
is mainly Christian. In the North, where science 
and Infidelity abound, thereis a higher type of civili- 


zation. Where all sorts of “Infidel” notions, as you 


call them, have a luxuriant growth, there is (as you 


are obliged to confess) the highest type of civiliza- 


tion, The church beeame Abolitionist when Abo- 
litionism in the North became popular. 


South Christianity was pro-slavery to the back-bone, 


is all things to all men. 


What was the intellectual 
- and moral condition of Europe under three thousand 
generations of Christian preaching? Then it was 


Certainly I 


'days thereafter. 


* A nigbt of mental and moral 


In the 


it could not kill, and begs to be excused from all the 
erimes that it encouraged. 


— [ro BE CONTINUED. ] 
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[From New York Truth.) 


. The Religion of Fashion. 


New Yonx, Jan, 12, 1880, 


To TEE EDITOR or TRUTH, Sir: I earnestly hope that 
your paper will be a grand unparalleled success, and that its 
influence throughout the land in the cause of ‘‘ truth" and 
“honesty ” will far exceed that which your most vivid im- 
sgination may hav pictured, but I feel justified in stating 
that you hav no grounds upon which to build even hopes 
of success if you allow articles to be published of the char- 
acter of that one which sppears in your issue of this date, 
entitled ‘‘ False Religion.” If you hav any hope of awaken- 


ing public opinionzon matters involving questions of such. 


great magnitude and importance, you will most assuredly be 
compelled to treat the subject in a very different and less 
obnoxious manner, both to public and private thinkers. 
The attack on Dr. Hall is pernicious and gross in the ex- 
treme, and the whole articie displays more ignorance and 
lack of experience than is usual in an attempt to work a 
reform. 

If the article referred to may be tuken as a fair indication 
of the principles upon which your paper is to be established, 
then there is probably no doubt but that you will hav the 
opportunity of not only seeing ** Bob " Ingersoll on the day 
of judgment, but of enjoying his society some number of 
Very respectfully, R. K, INGALLS. 

The editor of Truth can conceive of no better company 
to be in on the Judgment Day than that of Bob Ingeracll, 
When the just man appears before his Maker and bares his 
heart, there will be something found there. much purer, 
much nobler, much cleaner than will be found in the hearts 
of most fashionable ministers of God's gospel. We do not 
know and do not care whether the theories of Bob Ingersoll 
are or are not correct. We know no more of the theories of 
Dr. Hall than he chooses to publicly tell every Sunday from 
his pulpit. We judge men by their doings toward their fel- 
low-men. We prefer to judge a man by his practice, not by 
his professions. If Bob Ingersoll believes it wel! to demon- 
strate the inconsistencies of the Bible, he has full as good a 
right as Dr. Hall to cover up those inconsistencies, and 
attempt to explain them away by arguments as childish ag 
those of Ingersoll are irresistible. 

Our correspondent has as good a right to his religious con- 
victions as either. But he goes beyond the limits of polite 
argument when ‘he characterizes our remarks about Dr. 
Hall as ‘‘coarse and vulgar." We simply don't believe in 
this man, We say that his whole life is an indictment of 
his professions, Wesay that riches do not become a minis- 
ter of the Christian faith; that luxury is not the ideal which 
a professing Christian should seek. And we further say 
that Dr. Hall's sermons are commonplace in the extreme, 
and not worth the money that is paid for them. In all this 
we Only take Hall as a type of his kind, Hs is neither the 
best nor the worst of that kind. 

Probably we should define our standing on this matter in 
as few words as possible. There are some six hundred or 
seven hundred ministers in this city who get well paid for 
nothing else than to save our souls in eternity, If these six 
hundren or seven hundred ministers or any one of them will 
prove conclusively and definitely: 1. That we hav souls, 
and 2, What these souls are made of, and 3, What becomes 
of them—if, we say, these three propositions can be demons 
strated within a given time—we shall even allow them a 
year—then shall we see the usefulness of these men, So 
long as they cannot demonstrate these things, we insist that 
they are earning their living on false pretenses, and deserv- 
ing of no more respect than the pagan priests, who hav this 
advantage over our own—that they believe what they prac- 
tice. In ome word,all men but ministers sell something 
substantial—something we can feel, or eat, or wear. Minis- 
ters merely sell words and advice, and both words and 
advice are upon a subject of which they absolutely know no 
more than their hearers. And yet, we hav respect for 
those men who, abrogating all the pomp and show 
and glitter of this world, incur dapger, toil incessantly, and 


go about among the poor and suffering, inspired by their. 


faith that is pure, simple, and which, mistaken or not 
though it be, is admirable. But, as much as we respect 
these, do we despise those who make of the Word of: God 
& stepping-stone to riches, fame, and luxury, 

These are the kind we rail against—men of no sincerity 
and often of little brains. Our correspondent may not like 
our course. It may not be the popular one to pursue, but 
it is honest, and open and heartfelt. 
a greater farce than the attention lavished upon these paid 
professors of religion, and the servile adulation which is 
paid them by men who believe as we do and hav not the 


courage to say 80. 
oo 


Can a Cow Reason? 


Once I sat in the door of a house, looking across the 
street to another house, in front of which was a little gate, 
kept shut by a chain and weight on the inside. I saw a cow 
come walking along between that fence and the sidewalk, 
She walked up to the gate, inserted ber left horn between 
the pickets of the gate and then stepped back, slowly and 
gently pulling the gatÉ open about forty-five degrees. She 
then slipped her horn out and caught at the gate with her 
right horn, but the horn bit the edge of the gate, slipped 
off, and the gate went shut. She stepped up to the gate 
again, did the same thing again, and this time caught the 
gate with her right horn, swung it open, and went in. 

A, B, PIKARD. 


Nothing to us seems - 


Che Truth Seeker, January 31, 1880. 
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Communications. 


The Postal and Kindred Laws.—The Great 
Principle at Issue, 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Looking 
entirely beyond Mr. Bennett and all other persons, there is 
a principle involved in the postal laws which is of vital im- 
portance to the people of this land. So far as the principle 
is concerned it matters not whether Mr. Bennett is at liberty 
or in prison; whether he was rightfully or wrongfully .con- 
victed under the law as it exists; whether he is dead or 
whether he is alive ; whether he ever wrote love-letters, or 
what his personal character may be. And it is important 
that in the discussion of these side issues the great prineiple 
at the base of the whole matter be not lost sight of, 

The principle and the true ground is that legislation on 
the subject of morals is wholly beyond the province of the 

‘government of the United States. The government, through 
the postal service, is simply a common carrier for the con- 
venience of the whole people, and it has no right to estab- 
lish any rule of morals as governing the character of the 
matter that it will carry. In the enactment of the postal 
laws ostensibly against obscene literature, it does assume to 
establish such a standard. So does it in the law against 
lottery communications, fo in the law against abusive let- 
ters. If it may prescribe a moral standard that shall éx- 
clude one Class of matter from the mails, it may extend the 
list and exclude any class of matter that a majority in Con- 
gress may regard as immoral, The government war 
against polygamy is of the same class, The laws on this 
subject are justified by those who demand them on the 
ground that polygamy is immoral, and that the authority of 
the United States, being supreme in the territories, may 
suppress polygamy in Utah. It is conceded that Congress 
would hav no power over this subject in a state. Ad- 
mitting that Congress has the moral right to legislate 
against polygamy in Utah, it has an equal moral right to 

- legislate against it in the states (should it exist in any state) 
and would only be prevented from so doing by the want of 
political power. But having both moral right and practi- 

. Cal jurisdiction over the territories, it has equal moral right 
and practical jurisdiction over the mails, and if it may leg- 
islate directly against polygamy in Utah, it may legislate 
indirectly against it in Utah or in any state by excluding its 
publications from the mails. It exercises this same princi- 
ple with reference to lotteries, because lotteries are legalized 
institutions in some states. 

There is discernable in this class of legislation an insidi- 
ous and dangerous purpose and design. By invoking the 

. power of Congress first to legislate upon specific subjects, 
against the merits of which perhaps no objection can be 
urged, it is hoped and intended to establish the precedent 
on which the range of subjects may be indefinitely‘extended. 

For myself, I hav only contempt, abhorrence, and loathing 

for impurity and depravity, whether in thought or in 

expression, but I believe that the-cure for these things will 
be found in the advancing moral sense of mankind, and 
not in legislation; and I am not willing to concede the 
principle involved in the postal laws against inpure litera- 
ture by remaining silent, lest somebody may make a per- 
sonal application of my opposition to it. I believe that 
lotteries are generally swindles, and so are many things that 
pass for legitimate business, but it is more than the govern- 
ment can undertake to do to protect mankind from all the 
snares and pitfalls of life. Personally, I know nothing 
about Freelove or polygamy, or the practices of the Oneida 
community, but I shall maintain the same right on the part 
of the advocates of those theories and practices to the use of 
the mails in discussing and disseminating them that I would 
claim for myself regarding any opinion of myown. For 
the principle once conceded, and any publication coming 

under the vague term of Infidel may be denounced as im- 

moral and placed under the ban. So might any theory that 

should attack the established order of things or propose any 
innovation whatever, and thus would be an end of all prog- 
ress. ; 

And this should be the bed rock of opposition to this spe- 
cies of legislation. The trap is adroitly set. As I said 
before, by invoking legislation against things that are inde- 
fensible or obnoxious in themselves, the enemies of free 
speech hope to gecure acquiescence in a principle that they 
can apply to extirpate the modern heresies that are the 
touchstone of modern progress. : 

Suppose that ten per cent of the people should come 
under the ban of the laws against impure literature, or 
against lotteries, or against polygamy, and the other ninety 
per Cent should say they must be hanged, and hang them 
accordingly—for mark you, the decree of punishment 
should logically be equal to the prevention of the offense. 
Suppose that ten per cent of the remainder should believe 
in Freelove or the practices of the Oneida Community, and 
the ninety per cent should join in hanging them. Suppose 
that another ten per Cent should believe that the divine 
laws ought to be liberalized, and the ninety per cent who 
adhere to the canon law on the subject of marriage should 
unite in hanging them. Apply the same law to those who 
deny the divine authority of the Bible, to those who 
believe that all religions are & delusion and a myth, to 
those who believe that women hav equal rights with men, 
and to other what may be called modern ideas and isms. 
and the process of decimation would soon reduce the popu- 
lation so that not more than ten per cent of its orignal 
number would remain. These would be presumed to be 
very pure saints, but they would still pull each others’ hair 
and pluck each others’ beards over the question whether 
men should wear long hair or short hair, or full beards or 
no beards at all. And this is the tendency and this the 
design. Not that men shall be literally. hanged, but that 


thought shall be hanged and crucified and stifled. The only 
me for the lineas of Freethought and its right of ex- 
resslon is to hang together—or they will 
(Vide Dr. Franklin.) : 3 eee 
The tendency to centralism in the federal government is 
apparent, and in some directions it cannot be successfully 
resisted, even if it ought to be. I believe in centralism for 
the benefit, the comfort, and the convenience of the whole 
people, but not for the oppression of any of the people. 
And there is where we should draw the line, and on that 
line we should fight the battle unitedly and to the end. 


8. B. McC EN. 
Detroit, Mich., Jan. 16, 1880. : ard 


A Little Lecture. 


BY M, BABCOCK. 


‘LADIES AND GENTLEMEN READERS OF THE. TRUTH 
SEEKER: No, I don't say there is no God, no devil, no 
heaven, no hell, but Ido say that I hav never seen either, 
nor hav I ever seen anybody that has. There may be one 
God, three Gods, or probably there may be a thousand 
Gods; I neither affirm nor deny; I only say that I don’t 
know anything about it. And I also say that in my judg- 
ment it is not fair to damn a man for not believing until he 
first shall hav had some evidence on which to found his 
faith, 

No, I don’t say there is no existence after death, but I say 
that in my judgment it is not fair to disturb a dead man’s 
bones and force them to liv again without first having con- 
sulted him as to his wishes about it. 

Man comes into the world like an animal and goes out of 
the world like an animal. The same laws which govern the 
reproduction of the animal species also govern the repro- 
duction of the human species, 

We are told that man has à soul. Well, suppose that he 
has; is he any better for it? The fact is that men who are 
said to hav been possessed of souls hav been more ferocious 
than ever were wild beasts; they hav, with the halter, rip- 
ping-knives, dungeons, racks, thumbscrews, swords, and 
the fagot, drenched the earth with the blood and tears of 
their own species. 

The question now is, If man had no soul and no hope of 
8 life beyond this world, would he not be as loving, kind, 
and merciful as he now is? We know of men who hav no 
hope or desire for an existence after death, nor do they 
believe that they hav a soul, and yet they are the very best 
of men; they are willing that every one shall.enjoy his own 
opinions, and they hav no use for instruments of torture. 
Then I ask, Which is the better man of the two ? 

The belief in an immortal soul has set men to raising hell 
in this world as a means of saving their souls from hell in 
the next world. Five millions of human beings were 
burned, tortured, and put to death by the Holy Inquisition 
as a means of saving precious souls. Could men without 
souls, or wild beasts without souls, hav perpetrated such 
hellish acts? 

“The past rises before me like a dream.” I fancy that now 
I can hear the screams and groans of agony; that through 
the smoke and flame I see the shriveling, writhing forms of 
thousands of poor, pitiable creatures, who, with pale, up- 
turned, tearful faces, are in vain begging to men who ‘hay 
souls,” and to the God who gave them, for mercy and de- 
liverance. 

We are told that God is just and that he answers prayer. 
Then why did he not answer the prayers and come to the 
relief of those poor, helpless creatures? 

A God having the power to save, but refusing to do so, 
serenely contemplating from his ‘‘throne of mercy" the 
burning with fire the bodies and souls of his own make in 
this world, in my judgment, is capable of seeing them 
burned with fire in another world. And Iam frank to say 
that I hav no respect for such a God. 

This belief in a God, devil, heaven, hell, soul, and life 
after death, has caused more misery than all other causes 
combined. . 

But where does the good man get his information about 
these strange places and things of which I hav no knowl- 
edge? Why, all that he Knows about it he gets from a 
book; and with a long, solemn face, he tells you that this 
book is the word of God. And I tell you that, in my judg- 
ment, it is the work of man; it is the offspring of supersti- 
tion; the product of an orthodox egg, born of fear, cow- 
ardice, and a desire on the part of its makers, with its infa- 
mous dogma of an eternal hell, to scare men into support- 
ing.the priest and the church, and well hav they succeeded. 

No one can tell the sex, form, size, or quality of the soul. 

If I could be permitted, in my own way, to be the execu- 
tioner of a murderer, for the sake of the experiment I 
would hav him repent and become a good Christian. But 
instead of jerking his soul into glory with a rope, I would 
hav a large glass jar made like a fruit can, and I would then 
put the victim into the can, put in some brimstone and 
sulphur, and then set it on fire, and screw on the cork, so 
that it would be air-tight. The man would gnash his teeth 
in torment; in fact, I would hav a good Christian soul 
enduring the torments of hell. The victim would goon die 
for the want of air and on account of too much hell. 

I’ve got the body, but where, oh, where, is the soul? 
The soul is either something or nothing, and, if nothing, 
there is nothing to talk about; but if it is something, I've 
got it; and, in my judgment, Gabriel might blow his horn 
till the day of pancakes and he never could get that soul 
without a can-opener. But as 1 said at the outset, I don't 
know anything about it. It may be that a soul as big as an 
ox Can go through a hole no bigger than the point of a 
needle; but resson would teach me that it would be a very 
gmall soul that could pass through such a hole. 

Some say that the soul isa spirit. And, pray, what isa 
spirit? Some say that itis the mind, the think. Well, a 


dog has a mind and can think; then why, and who can, say 
that the dog has not got a soul as well as a man? 

The imagination of a child can create a black bear out of 
a black stump by the roadside; and when he becomes a 
man he Can create, by the aid of superstition, ghosts, gods, 
devils, heavens, hells, souls, and spirits. Investigation 
showed that when a child he was mistaken; and when a 
man, if he would investigate, I think that he would find 
that he had made a greater mistake than when he was a 


child. 
—————9—— ———— 


Lake Pepin, Minn.—Home. 


A week's rest at home on the pleesant banks of Lake 


‘Pepin. I hav traveled East, West, North, amd South, and 


never found so beautiful a spot as this, Three years ago 
Mrs. Jamieson and myself selected a strip of land gently 
sloping down to the water’s edge; since then we hav built a 
pleasant dwelling under the direction of my old-time friend, 
Dr. Lont, Mazeppa, Minn., and Mr. I. Norton, builder. 
Our home overlooks lovely Lake Pepin. This magnificent 
body of water is three miles wide—the widest portions three 
and a half miles—and twenty-eight miles long. It is very 
deep, clear, of a bluish cast; pebbly shores, thousands of 
agate, amethyst, and carnelian gems glittering in the sun 
beams, and dashing waters foaming and spraying upon the 
long, wiüding beach. On both sides of the lake—I say both 
sides because its inlet is the majestic Mississippi and its 
outlet the same noble '* Father of Waters ”—are the famous 
bluffs, the most beautiful forms in which nature molds hill 
or mountain—bold, massive, imposing, projecting banks of 
rounded rock and earth nearly perpendicular, rising four 
hundred feet high in stately grandeur from the lake's brink. 
There they stand, along the Wisconsin and Minnesota states, 
as far as the eye can reach, monuments of the ages, chiseled 
by the hand of nature, looking like long lines of solemn 
sentinels. Amid such surroundings, unsurpassed in beauty 
by the attractive and world-renowned palisades of the 
romantic Hudson, Lake Pepin sits in regal beauty, queen of 
the charming, sky-tinted lakes, for which Minnesota is cele- 
brated, rivaling Como of Italy and Lake Geneva ot Swit- 
zerland. Exquisitely grand and beautiful is its scenery. 
From each new standpoint new beauties burst upon the ` 
enraptured vision like a masterpiece of painting in different 
lights. In this peculiar feature, of variety of landscape, 
Lake Pepin is indescribable. Let us mount the bluffs. 
Puffing, but not tired—rather exhilarated— we reach the top. 
There is a picture never by human artist equaled! We are 
looking from the four-hundred-feet-elevatious back of Lake 
City. At our backs are the undulatiug prairies; north, east, 
and west, the towering bluffa on the Wisconsin side; midway 
the crystal flood—the rolling, silvery sheen, sparkling in its 
sunshine splendors; on the Wisconsin shore, six miles above 
us, looms the most famous bluff of this entire region— 
Maiden Rock, four hundred and twelve feet high. 

On so grand a scale has nature carved these blocks that 
Maiden Rock appears to be, in the ciear atmosphere of this 
breezy, health-giving land, but about three miles away, 
instead of six. The experiment of a journey to it, as I hav 
found, effectually dispels the illusion. As we approach it 
there is a growing appearance of a frowning front of a 
gigantic embattlement. 

From the top of that dizzy hight, Wenona, a beautiful 
Indian maiden (it would spoil the legend to imagine she was 
not pretty), wildly flung herself into the raging waters 
below, because her stern father—a chief, of course—would 
not permit her to wed a young French lover, but insisted 
upon her marrying a scalping savage of his ows choice. 
Whether the young Indian woman was pretty or ugly, of 
one thing {1 am certain, that she was exceedingly muscular, 
and agile as a deer, if she made that jump into Lake Pepin, 
for Maiden Rock is several rods from the lake, and the 
water glides along now where it did then, or probabiy not 
more than three or four rods nearer, anyway, and so small a 
matter as forty or fifty feet in a single jump should never 
interpose its prosaic length to spoil a poetic love-leap. 

Lake City, Minn. W. F. JAMIESON. 


e j 
A Letter from Mrs. Slenker. 


DEAR TRUTH SEEKER: I hav just read our beloved edi- 
tor's last sad letter from ‘‘ behind the bars,” and I write at 
once to say I will take a copy of his forthcoming book, 
“The Gods and Religions of Ancient Times," and I hope 
every one who feels able to do so will respond immediately 
with the same good news, and thus do a little to cheer and 
gladden his heart. Ionly wish I was able to order five hun- 
dred copies to giv away. It is a book everyone will rcad 
with eagerness and avidity What can be more interesting 
than a history of the gods and religions of the world? I 
really believe it will be the most valuable book that has yet 
come from the facile and fertile pen of D. M. Bennett. 
Paine and Taylor wrote their best books in prison, and it is 
there that our brave hero is penning his. Shall we who are 
glad and happy fail to do ao little as to furnish three dollars 
towards showing our appreciation of his labors? No, no! 
it shall not be! It is from this time a settled fact that this 
book is a success. The orders are coming in 

* Thick as budding leaves or rising flowers. 

O’erspread the land when spring descends in showers.” 
Hopefully, ELMINA D. SLENKER. 
Snowville, Va , Jan. 18, 1880. i 
oo Oo 

KxnsEY Graves recently met with an accidental fall that 
keeps him from the lecture field for the present, but he will 
soon be able to answer his numerous calls. 

————— 9 9— ——— —— 

IN ancient Peru no man, however humble, suffered from 
want of food or clothes ; famine was an evil unknown in 
the dominions of the Incas. 
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Communications. 


Liberals Must Be United. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH ÑEEKER, Sir: Io the 
opinion of those who hav the best opportunity of judging, 
there are at least four or five millions of Spiritualists in 
the United States, and with few exceptions they are Free- 
thinkers. There are, at least, as many more Materialists, 
such as claim that they can find no evidence, either in or 
eut of the Bible, of a future life. They are all Freethinkers. 
Then we hav many distinguished as Free Religionists—and 
another organization assuming the name of the Religion of 
Humanity—all Freethinkers, Now is there any good rea- 
son why these different forces should be operating in 
Classes, separate and apart? Only on one point is there any 
essential disagreement among all these different sects, and 
that is, some believe in a future life, while others believe 
with Job, “that they that go down to the grave shall come 
up no more.” Now, at least one-half of the present body 
of Spiritualist are converts from Materialism ; and at least 
four out of five of those calling themselves Materialists are 
exCeeding'y anxious to find proofs of a life beyond the 
grave; as a general thing Materialists are anxious to hear, 
and as willing to pay lecturers on Spiritualism as they are 
those of their own belief. We are well aware that occa- 
sionally a- bigot shows his head among Materialists, and is 
disposed to treat with contempt all those who differ from 
him in belief, and we believe that about as many Spiritual- 
ists can be found who are equally wise in their own con- 
ceit, and so we propese to let them stand, one on each side 
of the equation, and balance each other; and when they get 
tired of standing in that way, let them be eliminated and 
EO back into some church which is more congenial to their 
present state of development. I hav been a Spiritualist for 
thirty years, and I long ago made the discovery that men 
and women must become Freethinkers before they could 
believe in Spiritualism. As long as they recognize the 
Bible as containing a special revelation from God, and the 
only revelation in regard to a future life that God ever has 
or ever wil make to the world of bumanity, they can not, 
88 à matter of course, accept anything claiming a spiritual 
origia unless it harmonize with the Bible as they under: 
stand it. For their Bible assures them that Satan can work 
miracles almost equal to his creator; in fact, Paul assures 
them that he is endowed with all power and lying wonders, 
and hence it is easy for them to believe that all the spirit- 
ual phenomena are of the devil. Now, those called Mate- 
rialists are making more Freethinkers, and hav been for the 
last five years, than the Spiritualists, and so you see it is 
evident that they are all the time manufacturing the raw 
material, and the only material out of which Spiritualists 
can be made; and when they become Freethinkers they will 
at once turn their attention to the Spiritual phenomena; and, 


as 1 said before, four-fifths of them are anxious to find f 


procfs of immortal life. Now, if there is any other poiat 
upon which there is any essential disagreement among all 
these divisions of Liberals, 1 am not aware of it. If any one 
knows of any we hope he will at once inform us. We all 
agrec that the Christian Bible is, like all other bibles, the 
work of men; and that it contains in no sense of the word 
a special revelation of God, that those who are not Chris. 
tians thould bav precisely the same rights and privileges as 
Christians enjoy; that all should be allowed to testify for 
the protection of their own rights and those of others, 
whetacr they believe in one God, or in no God; that all 
hav aright to publish and disseminate their opinions and 
conclusions as they may think proper upon all questions 
touching the welfare of mankind; that science, not aupersti- 
tion, should be taught in our public schools. We all recog 
nize the importance of arousing the people to a realizing 
tense of the dangers which are threatening the very life of 
our republican institutions, The enemies of our free insti- 
tutions are increasing by thousands every year ; nearly 
seven millions of our population consider the decrees of the 
Vatican the voice of God, and if this element shall increase 
for twenty-five years to come at the same ratio as it has 
for the twenty-five years just past, it will be atle to rule 
this nation, and be ready at the first signal of the Pope of 
Rome “to toss our laws and liberties in air.” Protestant- 
ism, divided into a hundred sects, and every year losing its 
influence over the people, presents but a feeble barrier to 
the growivg power of Romanism. And their most formid- 
able weapon, an endless hell, the staff on which they hav 
leaned so long, and which in part has been their main 
dependence, their chief stock in trade, is soop, by mutual 
consent, to be laid aside, and then there will be nothing to 
keep them from falling. The most superstitious and con- 
servative will fall into the embraces of the mother church, 
while the others Will work by slow degrees into the Lib- 
eral ranks. i 

Liberals, this is no time for us to fght with each other or 
to divide our forces on an ism. A crisis is at hand which 
involves the interest of all the different elements of Free- 
thought alike. A battle is to be fought between supernat- 
uraliem and Freethought; in truth, it hás already com- 
menced. The Pope of Rome is now attacking one of the 
strongest bulwarks of freedom, our public schools, and 
Protestants are determined to force their Bible into them. 
Bishops of the Catholic faith are openly, in their leading 
periodicals, asserting their determination and their right to 
rule this nation, and boldly declaring their opposition to the 
freedom of speech and the freedom of the press ; and yet 
our people sleep. Even those claiming to be Liberals are 
many of them so much absorbed in the worship of mammon 
that they seem to fav lost their souls, if they ever had any, 
and they probably never arouse from their lethargy until 
they hear the music of the implements of the Inquisition 
yattlipg around their necks, And so strong and powerful 


family and my children make it our family, our children. 
Let us make it a higher, purer type of relation, but do not 
let us put it away. The family has been the great conser- 
vator of our national strength. Let us keep all that is good 
in it, eliminating only the bad. 

And to hav a perfect family there should be no children 
born but those of love. Children conceived and born in love 
will be welcome little strangers.  Nurtured in love their 
natures will expand and develop, and who cares if these 
little blessings come without mummery of a surpliced priest? 
A couple who dove each other are already married, them- 
selves being the witnesses and love the high-priest. No 
other ceremonial is required by nature, and no amount of 


has this religious despotism become in our midst that poli- 
ticians tremble. at its nod, and when they ask for special 
favors they are readily granted. Already they hav millions 
of money invested in church property exempt from taxa- 
tion. Their churches are springing up as by magic in every. 
city and village. Village merchants, ambitious for the| 
increase of wealth and population of their own little town,’ 
subscribe largely to help build their churches. Thus the 
people of this country are fostering, encouraging, and help- 
ing build up religious monarchy in our midst, a despotism 
the most cruel and relentless that ever cursed humanity. 
Aud thus we are nursing and protecting a population who 
consider the commands of she Pope of Rome as the highest 
earthly authority, who are making use of the liberties we. 
giv them to destroy our own. We cannot call them hypo- 
crites, for these foreign emissaries of Rome openly own to 
the fact that they hav moved into this temple of liberty for| 
the express purpose of converting it to their own use. They 
very politely say to us, We thank you, gentlemen, for fur- 
nishing us such ample facilities for cutting your throats. 
Friends of Freethought, our duties are plain, and we hav 
no time to be idle. Our sms will all share the same fate 
whether a Catholic or Protestant despotism shall assume the 
control of our nation. We do not intend to be understood 
as recommending that Spiritualists should cease to advocate 
their doctrines, or that the Materialists or Free Religionists 
should drop all interest in their different plans of work, 
whatever they may be, but that we should all act &s one 
body of Freethinkers ; that we should all labor to make 
Freethinkers. A nation of Freethinkers can never be 
enslaved, neither will they ever persecute or labor to curtail | 
the rights of others. M. K. Wruson. 
Auburn, Ind. 


Marriage Discussed by a “ Freelover.” 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: There 
seems to be a growing interest in the minds of Liberals on 
the marriage question. Now, will you giv a little space to 
one who is not a writer but a young soldier in the ranks of 
Liberalism, and who thinks she has solved the marriage 
question through trials and sufferings ? 

I was born and educated in a Christian home, and tsught 
to regard Infidels as children of Satan. At the early age of 
seventeen I married à man like myself in the church; but 
he was connected with the press and had imbibed quite a 
number of Liberal ideas, and we talked them over. 

Fur six years I led å quiet, comfortable life, yet I felt it 
was not the ideal existence I had pictured. There was a 
something lacking, I knew not what. At this time my hus- 
band died, though we had never quarreled, and our relations 
had always been pleasant. I felt as if a weight had been 
lifted from me. I immediately set to work to study the 
question and try to analyze why I felt this relief, and I 
found that I had been bound in chains and that freedom 
came only when the manacles were stricken off. 

Yes, all marriage under the present system is slavery. 
True, in some instances, the chains are the silken ones of 
love ; yet it is a chain, whatever it is made of, ard it chafes 
and irritates. 

One of the great evils of our marriage system is the sense 
of ownership which exists on both sides—the feeling of I 
own you, by law I can hold you. Everything in this world 
loses à great deal of its value to the individual when he 
comes into possession of jt, no matter how hard he has to 
strive to obtain it. "When he can say, “It is mine," its value 
decreases to him. Some one has truly said that ‘‘love is 
pursuit;" so when the chase is ended and the game bagged 
it becomes simply a dead thing. Marriage is the end of the 
Chase; the love was the bright, bounding deer; the wife 
becomes tbe dead thing caught and owned. 

This is not so apt to be the case where two persons forma 
union based on love alone. This is the highest type of such 
relationship, for, to quote Mr. Wakeman, “ union by love 
first, by law second.” If the only bond between them is 
love—love in its highest, truest, purest seose—they will 
always be kind to each other while that love lasts. 

Now, I do not want this article to appear as a tirade 
against marriage. I think to some people marriage is neces. 
sary ; and to those I say, ‘‘ Enter into it carefully, making 
love the basis; be a gentle, kind, ministering spirit, putting 
aside all idea of ownership, striving to increase rather than 
decrease the love that binds you." 

But there is a large class to whom marriage is repulsive 
on the ground of the old motto, ** A burnt child dreads the 
fire.” These people must be permitted to form their rela- 
tions without ceremony, but their.unions must only be 
formed on the highest possible grounds; no licentious, 
mercenary, Or base motive of any kind must enter into 
these unions. How dare a woman say she loves à man when 
seeking her own good at his expense? "The feeling inspiring 
her is not love, and the sacred word should not be so mis- 
used. Love is the regnant force in social life, sired by 
wisdom and born of truth. Love stimulates enterprise and 
renders statutes useless when the highest power governs 
the state. 

Richter says, ‘‘ Love is sclf-sstisfyiug ; he whom love 
alone does not satisfy cannot hav been filled with it.” 
Therefore unions based on love aloue cannot fail to be 
blessed and happy. These unions must be recognized and 
respected by society, and the independent women forming 
them must be (to quote once more from Mr. Wakeman) ''sus- 
tained by every one who claims to be a member of this great 
family of humanity ; she shall choose her own partners and 
decide.who shall be the father of her children." 

And here comes in the question of family. It is said by 
the orthodox folks that we Radicals are going to destroy 
the family. Notso. Far be it from me to strike a blow at 
it. All we want to do is to eliminate what is wrong in it. 
"Tis said the family is the type of selfishness. It has been, 
but we propose to become altruistic, agd instead of my| Norwich, Conn., Jan, 18, 1880, 


already joined, nor cau ány human (à: marry those whom 
love has not joined. P 

Randolph says, ‘‘ Ceremonial marriage is a profanation 
to hearts that really love; ask no leave or license of priest 


will develop its divinest joys, and no human soul can seal 
the battlements of thought like one winged and. plumed 
with such a love, one in which physical passion is as the 
cobble-stones to a frowning mountain ; it will kindle up 
flames too white and pure for wicked eyes, joys too vast for 
the sensualist’s power of conception.” l 
Michelet says, ‘‘ Children should be the fruit of liberty 
and love; it is of voluntary love that heroes hav been born." 

Thus the family should be a union of love where discord 
wilbe unknown. But this can only be done through free- 
dom, all being left frée to form their relations in the man- 
ner that to them seemeth best; and when such relations are 
formed they must be lived up to in such a way as to còm- 
mand the respect of all, 
which is essential to the bringing forth of a better type of 
the human race; for again, in the words of Mr. Wakeman, 
“ free-love is purity, slave-love impurity." 

My experience has taught me that thereis more happiness 
in an ''unlegalized than a legalized union ;” therefore for 
myself I hav chosen the position of the independent wom- 
an, because I think it best suited to myself, and in that way 
Iam trying to liv “the higher life;" but let no one think it 
is a path of roses ; there may be some roses, but there are 
also many thorns. I hav to meet the slights, sneers, and 
contempt of many who take a far lower ground for their 
life than I do, and even those who are loudest in their 
praises of the position I am filling as one of the essentials 
of the new system. "They also treat me with injustice and 
contumely; but I liv in hope that they will learn to practice 
what they preach, and Iremember there never was a night 
so dark as to hav hindered the coming day, nor a storm so 
furious as to prevent the approach of sunshine. Therefore 
I will wait for my justification ; but inthe mean time let me 
call on the women throughout the country to be strong in 
their sense of the right, hav the courage of. their opinions, 
liv up to their convictions, and let the world be benefited in 
their having lived in it, __ LAMOUR. 

a — —— 


The Bacon Liquor License Imbroglio. 
To THE Eprror or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Inclosed 


Against. Society," which has created quite a sensation 
among sensible sinners on account of the extravagant and 
abusive language used and the weli-known bellicose bent of 
this divine defamer’s meddlesome mind, and which has 
caused considerable religious recrimination among the 
champion Christians of rival churches, since both the 
accuser and accused are devout disciples: of that divine 
dogma denominated ‘“‘ the bloody atonement.” 

While the speech was in type for publication in Cooley's 
Weekly, the editor was formally forbidden to publish the 
same. But failing to intimidate the proprietor, and thereby 
prevent its publication, the following dull was served on our 
news&dealers: E 

. l " NonwiCOH, Conn, 

GENTLEMEN: This is to notify you that you are warned 
not to sell any copies of the speech of L. W. Bacon, deliv. 
ered in Breed Hall, in this city, on Monday evening, Janu- 
ary 19, 1880, and entitled ‘‘ A Crime against Society.” This 
speech has.been copyrighted, and any sale by you of a printed 
edition will expose you to the penalties provided by the 
laws of the United States. Yours, etc., 

; Brown. & PERKINS, 
Attorneys for L. W. Bacon. 

But since his ‘‘ gospel tent" tirade against the excursions 
of sacreligious Sunday sinners was printed by the thousand 
for gratuitous distribution to warn pious people concerning 
the alarming encroachment of ‘custom and common sense 
on the old blue, sectarian Sundsy laws; since his saintly 
lang against D. M. Bennett, the Spiritualists, Free Relig- 


his instigation, freely published to '' protect the good name 
of this town and defend the purity of families and schools;” 
and since at the time the speech was publicly delivered and 
until the eve of its publication there had been no intimation 
of a contemplated copyright ; therefore resolved by the 
knowing ones that the employers of this reverend religion- 
ist—especially since they had insiated that he should avoid 
personalities—may hav intimated their decided disapproval 
of his intemperate attacks on men whose reputation for 
honor has hitherto stood at least as high as his own. ` 

Possibly, in view of Bennett’s little experience, he 
(Bacon) may hav become alarmed, upon reconsidering his 
grose, public advertisement ‘of brothels and bawdy-houses 
in said speech, by finding himself thereby exposed to the 
obscene action of the Comstock laws. Fence it seems evi- 
dent that the attempt to interdict its circulation was not a 
matter of pecuniary Consideration, but rather that the copy- 
right dodge was enacted as an aflerthought—a clerical 
coup de main for suppressing its publicity. 

Byron BOARDMAN, 


leave-asking or Ceremony can marry those whom Jove has. 


or justice; ask it only of your own. hearts. ` Such à marriage. 


Thus only can we find that purity’ 


find a copy of L. W. Bacon’s speech, entitled '*A Crime ` 


ionists, Freelovers, and Infidels in general, was, through © 


ee 


Che Truth Seeker, January 3], 1880. 
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"The Remedy for Hard Times. 


To THE EDITOR oF Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: There 
are in this country, and in all other so-called civilized 
nations, two opposite and distinct classes of people. One, 
a minority class that feel they hav aright to rule and gain 
offices of trust and power and liv in pomp snd splendor out 
of. another class of people that are and hav been bound 
down as slaves to this minority. 

Now, let us see if we cannot erect a standard system, that 
this state of things can be somewhat removed by the use of 
a little common sense and intelligence. Now let us suppose 

, these two classes of people are in one group or mass, and 
let us suppose that the larger class, who hav been bound 
down as serfs and slavesto this minority class of drones 
and tyrants, erect a standard of distinction and address 
those sleek tyrants of leisure and abundance in this wise 
and practice it with intelligence: *"Why.do you stand apart 
from us? Are you not human beings like ourselves, with 
the same rights and wants?” vU v ot 

** No, they reply, “you are the laboring classes and .not 
of our number. We are a privileged class. We make laws 
and hav customs and rights peculiar to ourselves,” 

Laboring Class: “What labor do you perform in society?” 

Sleek Tyrants: ‘“‘ None. We hav so ordained it that we 
do not labor.” , : 

Laboring Class: ‘‘ How, then, hav you acquired your 
wealth?" 


you." 

Laboring Class: “ To govern us! Is this what you call 
governing? "We toil, and you enjoy what we produce, and 
you dissipate and squander. Wealth flows from us, and 
.you suck and absorb it. Sleek tyrants, you are a class 
distinct from the working people : 
and govern yourselves.” 


Then said some of them amongst the sleek group, ** Let 
us join the working classes and partake of their burdens, 
for they are men like ourselves,” Others replied: “To 
mix with the working herd would degrade us; they are 
born to serve us, The civil governors said the working 
people were mild and servile. Let us speak to them in the 
name of the President and the law and they will return to 
their duty." . 

Governors: ‘*The President and governors ordain and 
decree.” ID 

Working People: ‘* The President and governors cannot 
ordain-or decree anything the safety of the people does not 
demand. The President has a right to ordain and decree 
only what is in accordance with the rights of the people.” 

Governors: ** The law calls upon you for submission.” 

"Working People: ** The law is the will of a mejority, and 
we Will a new order.” 

Governors: ‘‘ You are, in that case, rebels.” . 

Working People: '*A majority of the people cannot be 
rebels. Tyrants are only. rebels.” 

Governors: “ We, in the name of the law, call on you to 
submit." : 

Working People: ‘‘The governors and the law cannot 
be separated from the nation in which they remain.” 

Then the military advanced, and they said, ‘The working 
people are timorous; we will threaten them with force.” 

Soldiers: “We chastise you and order you to disperse in 
peace.” : 

Working People: ‘Soldiers, our blood flows in your 
veins. Will you strike your brothers? If the working 
people be destroyed, who will maintain the army?” 

The soldiers then grounded their arms and said to their 
officers, '* We are a part of the people, and we cannot be 
called upon to fight against them," 

. Then the ecclesiastical priests said: “There is but one 
more resource left. The working people are superstitious. 
We will threaten them with God, hell, and the devil.” 

Priests: ‘Our dear beloved brethren, our children, God 
has appointed us to teach and govern you.” . 

Working ;People: ‘‘ Produce the patent of his commis- 
sion.” 

Priests: ‘“ You must hav faith and believe. Reason leads 
men into guilt and damnation." l 

Working People: ‘“ Would you govern us Without. reason 
or justice?” i 

Priests : ** God is a God of peace; he and religion enjoin 
you to obey." 


2 


i 
1 


5. 4 . i f | to hav everything more complete, as socn as it will become 
Bleek Tyrants: "By scheming and taking pains to govern more practicable we shall hav to take special care and 


form a nation apart’ 


-hav caused the most confused state of things. Our object 


** We hav hitherto lived in a society formed by chaos or 
chance, without fixed clauses, without free conventions, 
without stipulation of rights, without mutual engagements, 
which has formed a multitude of. disorders and evils which 


is now, with mature deliberation, to form a regular com- 
pact. We make choice of you, some of the most intelligent 
and wise out of our body, to draw of draft articles of it. 
Examine, then, with care what are to be its basis and prin- 
ciples. Then communicate to us equitable laws and rules 
for action, for we feel that the principles which hav hither- 
to guided us are corrupt. We hav selected you from 
amongst us to publish your code of laws and rights, and if 
they are satisfactory we will conform to them. But re- 
member that you are citizens like ourselves, and that the 
power which we confer upon you belongs to us; that we 
giv it in trust for which you are responsible, not as exclu- 
sive property or hereditary right ; that the law which you 
make you will be the first to submit to. So, then, to- 
morrow you;wil form state and territorial governments, 
and shall form a compact with each other for each other's 
interest, and in case of any invasion, or any other emergen- 
cy, we shall be able to meet it. And you governors shall 
hold your situations as longas you conform to the rights 
and wishes of us: Butif any of you should abuse that trust 
that has been conferred upon you, you shall be dismissed at 
once and others selected to take your places. But in order 


great interest in raising up future generations, for by so 
doing we shall continue to improve the race, by selecting 
the best stock of human beings to raise children from, the 
same as we do to raise the best stock or breeds of ani- 
mals. When this is done, and strictly adhered to with a 
good rational, scientific, and moral education, we shall] hear 
no more of priestcraft, government-plunder, misery, tyr- 
anny, poveity, and hard times, or, more properly speaking, 
a pandora or a pandemonium in this country.” 

Iam, Mr. Editor, with all due respect, the well-wisher of 
the human race, J. Petry. 

La Crosse, Wis., Jan, 19, 1880. 
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[From the LaCrosse ( Wis.) Daily Democrat.] 


` The Wisconsin Legislature. 

The Legislature of this state has certain duties to perform 
whereby alone it.can redeem the good name of Wisconsin 
and restore it to respectability among her sister common- 
wealths. Among those duties is, principally, the repeal of 
the infamous tramp law. 
tion, an outrage oa a free people, inhuman in conception, 


and infernal in execution. 
man was murdered in accordance with its provisions. 


of conscience, they are less human than the average man. 


Working People: ‘Justice and right go before peace. 


Obedience implies a law. Render us the necessary cogni- 
zance of it. Show us the example of suffering.” 

Priests: '* Would you liv without gods, presidents, and 
governors?” : : 

Working people: ‘‘They are too expensive. We abjure 
tyranny of every kind." 

Priests: “ You must hav mediators who may act in your 
behalf." . A A 

Working People: ‘‘ Mediators with God and mediators 
with the President. Courtiers, governors, and priests, you 
are ‘too tyrannical and despotic; henceforth we take our 
affairs into our own hands.” 

Then the sleek, smaller group exclaimed: ‘It is over with 
us. The working people are enlightened and intelligent.” 

And the working people replied: ‘‘We are, but you shall 
not be hurt. We will commit no violence. We desire 
nothing but our rights and liberty. We were serfs and 
slaves. We might now command and govern, but we ask 
only to be free, and free we are. We hav now freed our- 
selves from parasites and tyrants. We must prevent for- 
ever the revival of their power and tyranny.” 

Now let us select some of the most intelligent and the 

' most experienced men out of our own body to investigate, 

enact, and establish laws and regulations for a new state of 
society, The selection being made, the working people 


a 


makes it a crime for a man to solicit either charity or work, 


that places the helpless 'and unfortunate on a par with the 
Buppose 


thief, and manufactures criminals out of the poor. 
8 few persons are scoundrels who go shambling about the 
country begging and stealing fora living. No matter. Is 


it not better that we should suffer from a thousand of them 
than that one innocent old man should be murdered by such 
an infamous law ? Is it not more in accordance with the 


teachings of humanity and Christ that an hundred should 
go free rather than that innocent people should be jailed 
with thieves and educated to crime? The tramp law of 
Wisconsin is a disgrace to the state, the only saving consid- 
eration being its non-execution. The humanity of those 
who are selected by the people to execute the laws is, for- 
‘tunately, of a more godlike stamp than that of the legisla- 
tors who made this one. Nevertheless, there it stands, 
branding a pretended Christian civilization with the con- 
spicuous brand of the devil. It is a more tyrannical exhibi- 
tion of power—the power of money over the lives and liberty 
of the poor—than can be found on.the statute books of any 
foreign despotism to-day. We want to: See the man in the 
Wisconsin Legislature who will be the first to raise his voice 
for humanity to stamp out this iniquity. 

There is another duty our legislators owe to the people of 
this state. Thatis one which is almost too apparent to be 
gravely pointed out. Itis the perfection of a measure look- 
ing to the equalizition of taxation. Like the abolition of 
the iniquitous ‘tramp law, it is the equitable adjustment of 
the plainest rights between man and man. Next to the de- 
privation of men’s personal liberty comes that of unjustly 
depriving him of his property. The discrimination of the 
laws in favor of one class of citizens and against another 
class of citizens is an outrage none the less because it em- 
braces his goods instead of his person. It is no sufficient 
apology that this property is taken in the cause of religion. 
It is no less a robbery because the favored few are believers 
in some peculiar theory of future rewards aud punishments 
and the robbed are not. A just law places every citizen on 
an equality as regards personal liberty and the right to 
enjoy his property. If a class of people in Wisconsin want 
expensive churches and all the concomitants of some elab- 
orate plan of salvation, there is no objection. It is their 
right and privilege. But let them pay for it. Let them go 
ahead and put up their money and not be a party to robbing 
others. If they invest their money in such a cause it is 
because they expect to realize on the investment. There is 
no equitable reason why such investments should place them 
outside the pale of taxation. The Constitution plainly de- 
clares there shall be no religious burden laid upon the 
necks of the people; that there shall be no religious tests. 

et the people of the several states to-day are ground down 


This law is a disgrace to civiliza- 


Less than a month ago an aged 
If 
those who made such a cruel deed possible hav no pricking 


If there are any of those gentlemen in the present Legisla- 
ture they now hav an opportunity to wipe out a damnable 
record. The people of Wisconsin demand the immediate 
repéal, or, at least, serious modification, of a vile law that 


under the exactions of religion as much as if there Was an 
established church. Either let us hav an established church, 
recognized and supported by law, something as in England, 
or do away with the present church property exemption 
which compels the public to support the machinery of relig- 
ion indirectly. The only difference now is that we must 
support a dozen or twenty different churches instead of one. 
The exemption of church property from the burden of tax- 
ation is as great an. outrage on the people at large as would 
be the exemption of all the theaters and public halla, be- 
cause a large number of people don't believe in them, never 
attend them, and yet must pay the additional taxes. For 
where any thing or man escapes taxation some other thing or 
man must bear that much more to make amends to the reve- 
nue. 
no right to compel the great mass who do not to pay for their 
erjoyment and comfort, any more than those fond of music 
‘and the drama should expect the rest of the public to levy. 
an additional tax on themselves to support it. 
tub stand on its own bottom. Let all men stand on an abso- 
lute equality before the law. That is what we want. That 
is what every man has a right to demand. Let those who 
care to insure against hell in any particular company pay 
their own premiums, 
the case—the only one with which the law, which presup- 
poses religious creed nor test, has anything to do. Froma 
religious standpoint the case is equally clear to any reason- 


Those who believe in peculiar religious doctrines hav 


Let every 


This is the plain business view of 


able and reasoning man. If there is any innate truth or 
self-evident benefit to the human race in the religion of 
Jesus Christ it needs no proof from the law beyond protec- 
tion. It wilt stand alone, increase, and grow fat. It is in 
open antagonism with itself to expect to liv by robbing 
Other people. Unless religion is able to stand alone against 
the devil it isn’t worth the candle. If it can’t exist except 
on public plunder it ought to be permitted to die a natural 
death. 

We call the attention of the law-makers of Wisconsin to 
these two things, these two inequalities of existing law. If 
they want to make an honorable name for themselves and 
relieve the people who elected them to office, here is an 
opportunity. If they want to make the name of Wisconsin 
an honorsble one, free from the disgrace of an odious law 
against the poor, and the synonym of liberty, justice, and 
equality, let them act accordingly. 


—— 9 9—— ————— 


: Underwood and Hull. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I geo by 
your paper of Jan. 17th. that B. F. Underwood has been in 
your office, and has said some things explanatory of that 
Chicago Inier-Ocean interview. I make one discovery, and 
that is Mr. Underwood declines to debate with me, That is 
exactly as I expected ; I never believed that he could be 
brought to compare his views in public discussion with the 
opinions he 80 boldly (?) attacks in the absence of their rep- 
resentatives ! Ah, pardon me, I, who ‘‘should hardly be 
ranked as the representative of any social views,” should 
hav selected some other word ; I meant advocates. 

Now I humbly ask the reason Mr, Underwood will not 
debate? He is à debater ; he has publicly and on several 
occasions attacked the Freelove sentiment. 

True he did not call me by name in his discourse deliv- 
ered in Paine Memorial Hall nearly a year ago ; but he did 
what I hav sometimes thought no fair-minded gentleman 
would do; that is, made false insinuations and general 
charges against nameless persons—charges such as no one 
could reply to without appearing to be guilty. If there is 
anything in the world a gentleman should hold in utter con- 
tempt it is that covert bushwhacking mode of guerilla war- 
fare. In the midst of this attack, although he said he 
would not use names, he made quotations from me, thus 
leaving the inference that I was the one guilty of all the 
crimes the audience could imagine his insinuations could 
cover. No, he did not use my name. Now I ask him to use 
my name, and bring a bill of particulars so that I and my 
friends can hav something definite to work upon.. 

Mr. Underwood told some of my friends that he could get 
several of his friends to take stock in the Paine Memorial: 
Corporation if Iwero not connected with it. I proposed 
immediately, and now renew my proposition, to reslgn my 
connection with that corporation in Mr. Underwood's be- 
half. The stock is not yet all taken, and much that has been 
subscribed has not been psid. Here will be a large field for 
Mr. Underwood, and, no doubt, the corporation will gladly 
accept his services, 

Now I renew my invitation to Mr. Underwood to meet 
me in discussion ; and, inasmuch as he insinuates that some 
nameless person hinted to him ''that Moses Huh) should 
hardly be ranked as the representative of any social views,” 
I will get the indorsement of leading Freelovers both as to 
ability and moral character, and among my indorsers shal) 
be Stephen Pearl Andrews, '* the most scholarly man among 
them,” and the ''educated and erratic Heywood,” the 
author of ‘‘ Cupid’s Yokes,” 

If you refuse this fair proposition again, I say let us hear 
no more of your insinuations against Freelovera and your 
misrepresentations of Freelovers, ''the tag-rag and bob- 
tail” of Liberalism.  Earnestly, Mosss HULL. 


** The Darwins." 

I loaned my ‘“‘ Darwins” toa lady, and gee thinks il is 
beautiful! Two more are waiting for it, aad E hav not read 
it myself yet, and my daughter Hattis is delighted with it. 

Paducah, Ky. Mrs. J. A. MILLER. 
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PRILADELPHIA has one-half more houses than New York. 


ABOUT five per cent of the American people are color 
blind, i 


, addressed their delegates as follows : . 
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“A New Scheme.” 


To [HE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav come 
to regard life insurance as a gigantic evil, a monstrous 
fraud, and I firmly believe it will soon be universally recog- 
nized as one of the most accursed vampires that ever sucked 
the life-blood of humanity. Where one family has been 
benefited thousands hav been robbed, absolutely robbed of 
that which was needed to buy bread and other necessities of 
life. Like rattlesnakes, life insurance agents psychologize 
their victims and absolutely compel them to part with their 
money. They know that starvation compels vast numbers 
to “throw up their policies,” and thus the money received 
is “so much clear gain,” although the very life-blood of 
their victims. Is not this worse than highway robbery ? 
Like the church, it paralyzes the grandér elements of hu- 
manity, and J, for one, shall cry down all human vampires, 
and mockeries that oppress and debase the people. 

A new and more dangerous scheme has now been brought 
forward. This new scheme is the offspring of a new trin- 
ity, the church, life insurance, and temperance. I think 
insurance has at last reached its climax. The church, which 
insures the soul, and life Insurance, which insures the body, 
hav in this new scheme been sandwiched and sugar-coated 
by temperance. Human wolves'in priestly clothing are at 
our doors with the same old poison concentrated and 
sugar-coated. Although failing as utterly in promulgating 
temperance as does the church in the practice of charity, 
yet realizing the value of a good name, they hav chartered 
this ‘new scheme” “The Royal Templars of Temper- 
ance,” a name exactly adapted to human wolves in priestly 
clothing. Seventy thousand priests in our country, beholding 
with alarm the rising of the sun of knowledge and reason, 
and knowing that the church must soon tumble in ruins, 
hav set themselves to devising new schemes of villainy by 
which to obtain without work their daily bread. They will 
not work, they dare not beg, therefore let us lock our doors 
and bar our windows, for ministerial tramps are the worst 
pests that ever cursed this earth. Recently one of the 
“ pious brethren” introduced a sleek-loo king fellow to me 
as a ''life insurance agent" with a ‘‘new scheme," which 
he '* would recommend to my favorable notice.” The words 
‘life insurance" and ‘‘ new scheme” struck me strangely, 
and at once my combativeness jumped to the front; so I 
said, “Ah! how is that 2?” 

'€ Well,” said the fellow, with that peculiar cant which 
unmistakably betrayed the ministerial wolf, **I represent a 
company which has been recently organized, and which is 
based on temperance. The temperance idea in life insur- 
ance is new, therefore we feel sure you will like it.” 

“ Yes, if your company is based on temperance, T shall 
like it provided your idea of temperance coincides with my 
own, You will seldom find a man with my religion who is 
not a temperance man in every sense of the word, but I 
don’t believe in pledges, prohibitory laws, or total absti- 
nence. I believe everything is right in its right place. 
Alcoholic liquors are as necessary as bread. They hav their 
uses a8 well as abuses. "Teach people that they are a ‘law 
unto themselves’ to rely on, and to respect themselves 
instead of some pledge or law, and I am with you, body and 
soul, on the temperance question. But go on, please. Is 
your work reformatory ? Do you gather in the drunk- 
arda ?" 

“Oh, no ; only moral and respectable people are admit- 
ted. We carry no extra risks on account of drunkenness. 
Our rules and discipline are very rigid indeed.” 

* How so? Please explain more fully.” 

* Our company is a sort of secret society. We hav our 
supreme councils, grand counciis, select councils, pass- 
words, grips, tokens, fees, and secrets, just like the Masons. 
These are necessary to protect ourselves." 

**'To protect yourselves ? Against what ?" 

* Drunkards and those with whom we do not wish to 
associate. Drunkards are much more liable to die than 
Others. Right here is our great advantage over all other 
companies. We reject drunkards.” 

“Ha! ha! ha! And that is why you call yourselves 
* Royal Templars of Temperance ? and that is the kind of 
temperance work you do, is it? Well, I call that concen- 
trated selfishness and hypocrisy. You beat the world in 
strategy. So you wish me to join your company purely 
from a selfish motive, just as the Christian joins the church 
that he or she may get to heaven. Too much hypocrisy and 
selfishness for me, my friend, and not enough charity ; be- 
sides, I object to all secret societies save two, my family and 
the Universal Brotherhood of Man. Those I joined at 
birth, and while I liv I propose to keep my standing in them 
good. Iregard every man as my brother and every woman 
as my sister, and when you ask me to put-up the bars be- 
tween me and any human being, 80 that I cannot discrim- 
inate in the relief of suffering humanity, you ask what I 
shall never do." 

“ But our by-laws expressly stipulate that we shall not 
discriminate in dispensing our charities.” 

“ Hav you a relief fund ?" 

“ Certainly we hav.” 

* Do any but members ever receive the benefit thereof ?" 

“No, sir, never." 

“ So I supposed ; but please explain further." 

“ Well, if a member gets drunk he loses his membership, 


. and is expelled." 


“ In that case do you giv him back his money ?" 

“ No, he forfeits all claims to that.” 

** And his family, too ?" 

‘Yes, sir.” ; 

** Bo it seems you are a trifle more anxious to get the man’s 
money than to save him from drunkenness or his family 
from ruin. Right here I would suggest that it would be 
exceedingly appropriate for you to sing, ‘The Rumeeller’s, 
or rather ‘The Drunkard's Dream.’ ‘You doubtless are 


| perance idea as a sort of bait." 


ize more or less with the church." 


of themselves prove them to be the worst scoundrels that 
ever walked this earth, and whom nobody ever heard of 
save through their own writings. 
mind the existence of à Supreme Being by quoting from a 
book which nearly all the greatest thinkers and scholars of 
the age reject as authority.: If we accept the Bible we must 
hav also a devil, a place of torment—a hell. 
church has recently cast this devil and hell overboard, out 
of their belief. 


you knock the bottom out the whole business caves in. Is 
not this so? Now, sir, be candid. Do you really know 
there is a Supreme Being ?” 


Moses ? What does he look like? Where does he stay ? 
If there is only one Supreme Being, must he not get fearfully 
lonesome with no other gods or goddesses to talk to. If 
you know there is a Supreme Being, you surely must be able 
to tell me something about him.” 


ualized atom, while he is the creator and ruler of this bound- 
less universe—millions of millions of suns and worlds. 
Taking into ‘consideration his age, size, knowledge, and 
power, don’t you think he is in little business getting angry 
at a little speck that has but just commenced to exist ? You 
hav found God; I hav not. I am honest, but ignorant. 
Human law makes allowance for honest ignorance. 
you make divine law less reasonable ? Seriously, my friend, 


afraid of singing ‘The Old Oaken Bucket.’ My friend, 
hav you ever heard of wolves in sheep’s clothing ? and has it 
ever occurred to you that you hav on the wrong coat ? Your 
new scheme seems to me to be very like those old schemes 
that hav been cursing and robbing the world during the past 
eighteen hundred years. Something new, is it? The 
bottles are new, but it is the same old wine, dregs and all.” 

** You do not seem to comprehend the object of life insur- 
ance. You seem to think because we use the word ‘temper- 
ance’ our mission should be charity. Now, sir, charity and 
life insurance are incompatible terms. Once more we reject 
drunkenness because it is for our interest to do so. Intem- 
perance increases mortality ; therefore, we do not meddle 
With it in any sense." 

“ Oh, yes, I understand you ; you are ‘good Samaritans,’ 
pouring oil into your neighbor’s wounds. You use the tem- 


"It adds respectability as well as makes the company 
stronger and safer.” 

**"You should say hypocrisy instead of respectability. 
You claim to be the friends of temperance when you are 
really its enemies. I call that ‘stealing the livery of heaven 
to serve the devil in.’ Well, what else.” 

“ You are required to declare your belief in the existence 
of a Supreme Being.” 

* Look here, my friend ; is not this ‘new scheme’ the 
offspring of and a part of the church ?" 

** Well, no, not strictly speaking. Of course we harmon- 


* T thought so ; in fact, I see no difference between life 
insurance as you run it and church insurance. But, sir, I 
am ineligible." 

“How so ?” | 

“ I cannot tell a falsehood ; at least, I will not for the 
sake of joining your society,” 

“ Explain yourself.” 

“I do not believe in the existence of a Supreme Being.” 

“Why, sir, the Bible declares and reveals—" . 

“ Stop, please. The Bible to me is no authority whatever. 
Its authors are Tom, Dick, anc Harry, whose own records 


You cannot prove to my 


The Christian 


Now,I claim, according.to the Bible, it 
there is ro devil and no hell, there is no God. Generally if 


“ Yes, sir, I know there is if I know anything.” 
* Hav you or any other creature ever seen him, except 


** Your questions are not only absurd but wicked." 
“I think not. I feel sure if there is such a being he does 
not object seriously to my questions. Iam but an individ- 


Would 


I hav searched faithfully for a Supreme Being, and cannot 
find one. Can you not giv me some light ?”. 

“ Yes, sir; go out into nature. He is everywhere, in 
everything, and a part of everything." 

** Indeed ; then he must be thin as air, hard as a stone, 
and big as the universe. He must be an awful big fellow ! 
Has he arms and legs ? Does he pare his toe nails, and does 
he wink ?” ; : 

“Worse and worse. I will not talk with you. 
is a hell—" 

“ Oh, don’t say ‘jf.’ Bay you know there is a hell, and 
that your Supreme . Being will clasp his hands to his sides 
and shout and shriek with laughter as I roll up every five 
or ten thousand years on one of those awful billows of fire 
and brimstone, and to him that revenge will be so sweet. 
I hav no doubt that will be the first thought. that enters my 
mind as I behold through the stifling smoke the beaming 
face of my heavenly father, and all because I sought for 
God and couldn't find him, and because I asked a few 
questions of a life insurance agent. All the saints will 
make heaven resound with the glad sound, Revenge is 
sweet! Revenge is sweet! Revenge is sweet! Then I 
shall realize as I cannot now that there isa. ‘eternal fitness 
of things.’ Giv my love to your Supreme Being, my friend. 
Tell him I wanted to, but couldn’t. Seriously, now, I am 
required to believe that way over beyond nature there is a 
place called infinity; that a being exists there whom no- 
body has ever seen except a myth of a fellow called Moses; 
that he created millions of suns and worlds out of nothing 
and then became a part of them; crawled into and became 
8 part of such things as tadpoles, snakes, mushrooms, and 
rocks; that before the creation he was all infinite, but is 
now part finite; that he is three in one, and one in three; 
that he made heaven for the saints and hell for the sinners; 
man out of dust and woman out of a rib, etc., etc. All this 
Iam required to believe, and more, or else I cannot join 
your respectable society. Really, my friend, it’s too big a 
load to carry. I fear 1 am not in a condition to be psychol- 

ogized to-day, One moment, please. Don’t misunderstand 


If there 


its head rulers. 
pope in the full sense of the word, and his successor 


-all popes. 


me. If you mean by a Supreme Being the Jaws, princi- 
ples, and vital forces, which are everywhere in nature, 
either active or latent, then I sm a believer in a Supreme 
Being, and therefore not ineligible to membership in your 
‘new scheme which is based ón temperance,’ and which, 


to my mind, is one of the most insidious and damnable 


frauds that ever cursed humanity. 
- ** Good-d&y, sir." 
Lowell, Mich., Jan. 10, 1880. 


E. A. CHAPMAN. 


Infallibility of Popes. 
. To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: Infallibility 
in chief rulers was an ancient belief among pagans as well 


as the Jews, and is the foundation of theocracy, a Bible doc- 


trine, and was held by the Jews and Christians as being 
from God, and was so held from Adam to Martin Luther, 
and is yet held sacred by the Catholic church. 

Pope is a title name of a head ruler or chief bishop of the 
Catholic Christian church, in the same sense as Lord, God, 
Lord of Host, and Angels. God, is the title name of all 
objects of worship, persons or things, dead or invisible, 
that are personified by images, imagined or real, and wor- 
shiped. Lord is the title name of a ruler or boss. Lord of 
Hosts was by the Jews applied to a boss or a chief among a 
host of spirits called angels. Angel is the title name of. a 
messenger. Thus Paul correctly said there were Lords 
many and Gods many. But the Jews claimed only one, and 
his name was Jehovah, and all other spiritual persons seen 
were his angels (messengers). This one, through Abraham, 
became the God of the Jews, and in this God and his angela 


was Claimed infallibility as to rule, doctrine, and authority 


extending over mankind under a theocratical government, 
thus forming an unbroken chain of authority; otherwise a 
church or ecclesiastical organization cannot be a church of 
the Jewish God. This is self-evident from the fact that no 
sacred history speaks of a church destitute of infallibility in 
Moses in the Jewish organization was a 


Peter in the Christian church was a pope and held the keys 


of authority, and his successors were popes and carried with 


them this same infallibility which had its origin in the Jew- 


ish God and held in the church for thousands of years. Yet 
Martin Luther denied and protested against this infallibility 
in the church, nevertheless it was this same authority that 


excommunicated him and others. Therefore it is an unde- 
niable fact all Protestant churches are acting under the 
assumed authority of excommunicated leaders who were 
anathmatised as black-hearted Infidels, heretics. Thus the 
Protestant assumes the position that Martin Luther carried 


off with him (when he was excommunicated) all God’s 


authority in the church and left it in the hands of the 
devil. Martin Luther’s protest resulted in two Christian 
organizations, known as Protestants and Catholics, the latter 


holding sacred the ancient order of God's house from Adam 


down through Enoch, Noah, Melchisedec, Abraham, Moses, 


kings, prophets, Christ, and the Apostles, all of whom 
were popes in the sense of the word, whose sayings are even 
now acknowledged infallible, and quoted as such. Yet in 


opposition to all these facts Protestants justify Luther in 
denouncing infallibility in the church as a false doctrine. 


To do this in the absence of infallible authority is abaurd 


and Infidelity of the blackest dye. Had Luther denied that 


infallibility had ever existed in the church his claim would 
hav been consistent, and he justifiable in his position in 


making the church, ancient and modern, the game, a man- 
made institution, which accounts for all the disastrous 
failures from first to last. See the organization in the gar- 
den of Eden—Adam as pope. This was bursted by a ser- 
pent, à snake. Second organization, Enoch as pope, which 
ran all flesh into wickedness, and ended in general destruc- 
tion with the exception of Noah and his family, and he got 
beastly drunk. Yet, drunk as he was, beirg a pope his in- 
fallible authority remained in him, by which it is claimed 


he instituted human slavery by cursing his son Ham’s pos- 


terity. It is the same with all drunken popes, their author- 
ity remaining. Third organization, Moses as pope, who 
committed murder, hid his victim in the sand, and fled from 
his country, and yet he remained infallible. The same with 
This ended in an unparalleled slaughter. Fourth 
organization, Christ and Peter were popes, Here is a dis- 
pute. Protestants claim it went into the hands of the devil 
through Catholicism, and became the mother of harlots and 
abomination, ‘Luther, holding on to the priesthood, 
reorganized minus infallibility. Catholics say this is false. 
We excommunicated all of these head leaders and placed 
them in the hands of the devil. How this is I will not 
decide, but take them at their word; both churches are in 
the hands of the devil. 

I, as an honest man, will say the claims of the Catholies 
are the most consistent unless the Protestants deny that 
infallibility was ever in the church. And even then it 
would be ungenerous in them to call their mother a whore. 
But to rob her of her precious jewels, and then call her the 
mother of harlots, is not saying much for themselves, and. 
is very ungrateful. lt is an undeniable fact that the 
Protestant churches are destitute of infallibility to guide 
their steps. Who wonders they run wild in divisions, no 
polar star or compass to steer by—a ship on the wide ocean 
without a helm subject to every wind of doctrine. Thus 
divided and subdivided under the claim that God has closed 
the gates of heaven and forbid al] communication from the 
spirit world, leaving man to grope his way through life by 
ciphering out the meaning of ancient and dead languages ag 
best he can, relying upon uninspired translators making a 
new translation necessary every few years to keep up with 
the development of man. To deny infallibility, and quote 
the sayings of men as infallible for no other reason than 
that they lived in the days of uncivilization and undevelop- 
ment of man, for should the same men with the same char- 
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acter now liv they would be kicked out of society or hung. 
If the Bible was originally written by infallible authority it 
should be translated by the same authority ; if not, it lacks 
the notary public's seal of the kingdom of God, therefore is 
not reliable, Luther was an Infidel by denying the infalli- 
bility of the church, and by teaching individual rights in 
reading and interpreting the scriptures, and a marked 


improvement was the result, until Protestants exercised the ; 


authority of state, and infallibility to rule was resumed by 
the Protestants, and their power was executed to its fullest 
extent, and thousands were put to death as heretics.. Is it 
not a well known fact from past experiences, persecution 
and prosecutions are carried out for irreligious opinions, 
and it has always been the result when government officers 
were held under the control of the church influence, either 
Catholic or Protestant ? The many divisions within the last 
century may be thankfully accepted bv the Freethinker as 
his savior. Under a union of all] Protestants, and the gov- 
ernment under their control, what would be the fate of 
Infidels and Catholics ? ; i 
Is there not a union of sects now taking place under the 
Young Men’s Christian Association (so far as union among 
Ohristians it is all well)? But a religious union of secta in 
the absence of outside toleration is dangerous. When the 
union is founded. on a sworn determination to crush out 
freedom of thought, such a union is bound to result in a 
death-struggle between religious tyranny and human rights, 
between superstition and common sense, 
: A union of secta under the name of young men, with old 
men as managers, carries deception upon its face. Its offi- 
cers and agents acting under alaw concocted and got up by 
this association, and its execution, as in the D. M. Bennett 
case, is proof war is already declared on the part of Chris- 
tianity against Infidelity or Liberalism; and their armies 
are already in the field and their flag unfurled, written upon 
its folds, Believe (as we do) or you shall be damned. Free- 
dom of thought, freedom of speech, freedom of the press, 
and freedom of the mails is the bone of contention. The 
advocates of these principles hav written upon their flag, 
The right of discussion to all. l i 
This law was gotten up under the pretense of suppressing 


vice and protecting the youth against the influence of ob- |- 


scene literature. The appearance of the object of this law 
is grand and noble, and here is where thousands are fooled. 
Christ, under the law of the Jews to suppress sedition and 
blasphemy, was arrested, tried, and put to death under a 
verdict of seventy selected jurors of his own country, and 
died among thieves, Who dare say there was more injus- 
- tice in his case than in D. M. Bennett’s? The difference 
was that Pilot; the governor, was an Infidel and a disbe- 
liever in the Jewish God, and wiahing to release him, 
washed his hands, and refused to stain them in innocent 
blood. Notso with Presideat Hayes; he is held under the 
influence öf the church and believes in the Jewish God; but 
for this he would hav released Bennett. Who dare say this 
is not true? 

Again, see the object set forth by the advocates of putting 
God into our Constitution, Claiming it is to honor him and 
elevate our government. ‘This done, it would unite the 
authority of God claimed in the church, and the authority 
vested in our government under the control of the people, 
and a theocracy would be the result; and from past experi- 
ence, the result would be deplorable, which can be seen 
from the use already made of the Comstock law. Women 
hav been induced to expose their naked forms, and perjury, 
forgery, fraud, and deception hav been resorted to, claiming 
it necessary to detect obscenity, and it is justified from the 
pulpit. Obscenity of the lowest gradeis used and justified 
under this law, aud it is a disgrace to our age and nation 
and demoralizing to society. Yet all this is sanctioned by 
our Christian community. All this is the ‘result of our 
national authorities being in sympathy with the church. 
‘We ask what pretense you raise to the present use now 
made of this law? We answer, It was the exposure of the 
Beecher-Tilton scandal through the columns of Victoria 
‘Woodhull’s weekly. Under this law she was arrested, put 
in prison, and her weekly destroyed to prevent the would 
from knowing the amount of corruption practiced in Chris- 
tian churches. But the truth soon burat forth like a long 
pent-up volcano, and was hurled over land and sea through 
the post-office, demoralizing young and old more than all 
the obscenity detected under this law, and. not a voice is 
heard in all Christendom against the vile and obacene stuff 
passing through the mail. This is a blow struck by religious 
tyranny against the priceless blessing of the liberty:of the 
press. ; as 
Was any attention paid to the warning voice of Victoria 
C, Woodhull and G. F. Train? Victoria was hired to leave 
the continent. Train, after a long imprisonment, was pro- 
nounced insune, yet the fulfilment of this warning is now 
before our eyes in the D. M. Bennett case; and while: his 
friends were importuning the clemency of the President on 
the side of mercy by some two hundred thousand petitions, 
the cry from the pulpit is heard: Crucify him; he is an In- 
fidel, blasphemes Our holy religion, and exposes all our 
false claims as to religious matters. Let us hire all the edi: 
tors that are willing to dabble in nastiness (and nothing to 
lose), and while we hold him in prison we will daub him all 
over with dirt and elime and cause him and his filthy sheet 
to atink in the land, Glory to God. Amen. 

Awake, ye sons of human liberty, before ye are engulfed 
in a religious intolerance surpassed only in the fifteenth 
century, when honest men, after death, were tried and con- 
demned as Infidels under infallible authority of church and 
their bodies taken out of the graves, burned, and 
their estates confiscated! Deplorable as this may appear, I 
givibasa historical fact. Protestants claim that it was the 
Catholics who did this, and the Catholics claim that it was 
done under state authority. Here is where the trouble lies. 


state, 


Under the influence of religious tyranny laws are made and 
executed by those who hold sacred the vengeance of their 
, God; thereby the true extent of law is made void through 
religious prejudice, the most dangerous power on carth 
among men. 

In the fifteenth century government was ruled by relig- 
ious bigots; now only in part. Then infallibility was fully 
acknowledged in the church; now only partially. Then 
the laws pertaining to heresy were extended with boldness. 
Had the church the same authority now as then (and it is 
extended) D. M. Bennett's body, long before this, would 
hav been burned and his ashes thrown to the wind, and his 
printing press and his whole estate confiscated. Many 
readers may honestly think my charges against Christian 
professors are unjust, but reliable history justifles all I 
claim. Tsaac PADEN. 

Woodhull, Il. 
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An Appeal to Kansas Liberals. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Gir: The causé 
of Freethoughtin Kansas is making rapid progress, We 
are not orly increasing our number of Leagues, but 
wherever the subject of Liberalism is properly presented 
we find many more persons interested than we anticipated. 
The greatest obstacle in the way of making ours the banner 
state in the advancement of free religion is an insufficiency 
of funds. The objects and prospects of our order cannot be 
effectively presented to the people without a considerable 
expenditure of money for printing, postage, etc. 

Our treasury is now empty. The officers of the state 
League are giving a great deal of time to the work, and hav 
furnished more money for carrying it on than all the Lib- 
erals in the state hav given since our last meeting. This we 
cannot continue to do, and unless we hav more geuerous 
contributions to-our fund the good work must stop. 

Can,we not hav the help we so much need? Will not 
each one in our state who is at all interested send us some- 
thing? Very truly, CAROLINES R. Doster. 

Marion Center, Kan., Jan. 18, 1880. 
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Resolutions of the Newark Liberal League. 


The following resolutions were unanimously adopted at a 
meeting of the Newark Liberal League. 


Wuerras, Mr. A. L. Rawson, Secretary of the National 
Liberal League, has been charged with being guilty of con- 
duct unbecoming a Liberal; and 

Wasreas, The said A. L. Rawson has offered his resig- 
nation to Mr. Elizur Wright, President of the National 
Liberal. League, and the latter has refused to accept the 
same; and . . . 

WrukREAS, The National Liberal Lesgue has as yet not 
set up a standard of ethics for its members to be judged by 
except such as are implied by the Constitution of the 
League, and we therefore ought to exercise a tolerant 
judgment on the actions of other persons; therefore 

Resolved, That the Newark Liberal League, of Newark, 
New Jersey, cannot condemn Mr. A. L. Rawson. 

Resolved, That should Mr. A. L. Rawson, during his 
membership of the National Libera] League, become guilty 
of any such conduct as he is charged with having com- 
mitted many years ago while à young man and Christian, 
we shall then hav to pronounce judgment thereon, and not 
before. ' 

Resolved, That these resolutions be published in Tug 
TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Campbell Hill League on the Right Side. 


At the regular meeting of the Campbell Hill Auxiliary 
Liberal League the following preamble and resolution were 
introduced and carried with one dissenting vote : 


WHEREAS, D. M. Bennett, editor of the New York TRUTH 
SEEKER, has done what he admis to hav been a foolish act; 
and 

WHuEREAS, Some so-called Liberal editors hav condemned 
him, and asked him to step down and out; and 

WzuxznEAS, D. M. Bennett has appealed to the Liberals to 
say whether they will still remain his friends and support 
and sustain him at the head of Taz TRUTH SESKEB Or not; 
be it ; 

Resolved, That we, the Auxiliary Liberal League of Camp- 
bell Hill Jackson county, Iil., do remain his friends and 


the New York TRUTH BEEKER with D. M. Bennett at its 
head. : 

' A motion was made and carried that this preamble and 
resolution be sent to the New York TRUTH ÑEEKER with a 
request that it be published. 

. BAMUEL HINDMAN, President. 
. Horace NEWELL, M. D., Secretary. 
Campbell Hill, Il., Dec. 7, 1879. 


Questions. 


An early answer to the following questions, through THE 
"Thur& SEERER, would much oblige at least one of ita 
readers: 1, Is there any law in operation in any state of 
‘the Union that would compel Mr. H. H. Morrison, or any 
one else, to borrow money and pay interest thereon? 2, If 
Mr. Morrison should desire to obtain the use of the money 
of another, shall there be a law to compel tne owner of money 
to let him hav it without interest? 3 If this last should be 
‘answered in the negative, then should there be a law to for- 
bid the offering or agreeing to pay interest on money bor- 
rowed? 4. If all these should be answered negatively, 
please state how the paying and receiving of interest or 
compensation for the use of money could be prevented so 
long as there are those who are willing to do both, and 'no 
jaw existing to prevent it? I am aware that all laws com- 
pelling the fulfilment of a contract to pay interest on bor- 
rowed money might be repealed, but as there are still some 
abusurdly honest people left who would fulfil an agreement 
though there was no law to compel them to do so, I am 
unable to see how even that would eradicate the pernicious 


supporters, and that we will do all in our power to sustain. 


practice. A difficulty also presents itself in this case. Such 
ig the average perverseness of human nature that Y fear 
those who might be known to entertain Mr," Morrison's 
views on this subject might find au increased difficulty in 
obtaining a loan, should it happen to be convenient for any 


such to thus get the use of a little money. Mr. Morrison, 
doubtless, will never be under such necessity. It does seem 


that there would be a necessity for a law to compel the 
“ money-sharks " to loan their money without interest, so 
that the fool, who denies himself gratifications in order to 
lay up money, would hav to giv the use of it, free, to the 
wise fellow who takes the good of the world as he goes 
along. I would suggest that, in addition to this, the pay- 
ment of the principal be left optional with the borrower, 
Cordova, 1i., Jan. 8, 1880. INQUIRER. 


A Liberal League. 


A. small audience assembled at Abstract Hall, Detroit, 
Mich., on Saturday evening in responseto a cal! to organize 
a Liberal League, auxiliary to the National League. M. J. 
Matthews was chosen chairman, and stated the objects of 
the meeting. He expressed the hope that a League would 
be organiz:d at once and great efforts be made to expound 
their platform, H. Jacobson acted as Secretary. 

S. B. MeCracken addressed the meeting, and said the 
object of the Liberalist organizations were the divorcing of 
the church from the state, the taxation of church property, 
abolition of Sunday laws, dispensing with prayers at polit- 
ical conventions, establishing a state religion, etc. He said 
that the organization would not annoy any religious denom- 
inations in their worship. He explained that the division 
in the ranks of the National Association was owing to a 
difference of opinion regarding moral literature. 

. U, K. Booth and others made remarks in the same strain, 
the former declaring that the Liberalists are.only seeking to 
earry out the Declaration of Independence in ite true sense. 

After further discussion, a committee, consisting of M. J. 
Matthews, Prof. W. N. Hallimann, Karl Schememan, U. 
K. Booth, Miss J. R. Lane, and S. B. McCracken were 
appointed a committee on organization, after which the 
meeting adjourned for two weeks—Jan, 31at. 

ro 


WaEN paganism was suppressed the persecuting spirit of 
the Christian system exhibited itself in the attempt made to 
extirpate, by violence, every heresy that appeared. 

What innumerable multitudes hav suffered and perished 
that the Christian religion might flourish! The transub- 
stantiation controversy, which raged at intervals all over 
Christendom, cost the lives of between 300,000 and 400,000 
human beings. The famous image controversy cost 50,000 
lives, During the persecutions instigated in the ninth cen- 
tury against the Manicheans, there fell in Greece, it has been 
computed, 100,000 persons. The loss of life by the '' Cru- 
sades" was not less, probably, thau 5,000,000. There were 
seven distinct expeditions. *'Tane European nations," says 
Mosheim, ‘' were deprived of the greatest part of their inhab- 
itants by these ill-judged expeditions.” . “ Here the 
face of Europe was totally changed, and all things were 
thrown into the utmost confusion" (Ecc. Hist , vol. i, p. 257). 
Bernard, whose zeal contributed largely to arouse Europe to 
the second crusade, says that when the expedition started 
**scarcely one man was left for the consolation of seven 
widows.” f 

For centuries the fairest regions of earth were reddened 
with human blood and strewn with human skulle. The 
extermination of the Albigenses, the expatriation of the 
Moriscoes, the unfortunate remnaut of the Moorish nation, 
from Spain ; the terrible persecution of the Jews during the 
middle ages, and their final expulsion from Spain and Port- 
ugal; the famous schism which preceded the burning of 
Huss and Jerome of Prague, and the wars of Hussites that 


tion of. 12,009,000 unoffending aborigines by Cortez, Pizarro, 
and their priestly abettors ; the massacre of St. Bartholo- 
mew, costing probably 40,000 lives (a low estimate); the 
killing of 50,000 in the Netherlands, in the reign of Charles 
V., and thousands more under the reign of his heartless son; 
the burning of 31,000 and the killing or torturing by other 
modes of 290,000 more by the Inquisition in Spain alone; 
the burning, hanging, and otherwise destroying of hundreds 
of thousands in obedience, a8 was supposed, to the Bible 
command, ‘‘ Thou shalt not suffer a witch to liv;" the perse- 
cutions in England, Scotland, and Ireland (not to speak of 
our own country) since the Reformation, are comparatively 
few of the enormities that can be appealed to in illustration 
of the intolerance which has followed the ascendency of 
Christianity wherever it has gained a foothold and has pre- 
vailgd unchecked by opposing influences. No wonder 
Baxter exclaimed, '' Blood, blood, blood stains every page." 
—— — 9 M,9——————— 


A VERY bright and observing boy, aged about, twelve 
years, attended a revival meeting being held in one of the 
churches at Pittsford, this state, a few evenings since, and 
was assigned a front seat in the very hottest of the battle. 
He stood his ground to the Jast, however, and on reaching 
home he related his experience to his parents, winding up 
with the following : '' Pa, do you think it just right for the 
minister to place his arm around the sisters and hug them, 
as he did Mre. —— to-night while kneeling for prayers? I 
saw him do it, pa ; I will swear to it," It may be needless 
to add that that boy was sent up stairs to bed carrying the 
assurance that on the following evening he would be ex- 
pected to remain at home with his ma. 


——— m 


Tuers is said to be a secret hall in the fortress of Cuzco 
where an immense treasure is concealed, consisting of stat» 
ues of all the Incas wrought in gold.— Prescott, ` 


followed (costing not fewer than 150,000 lives); the destruc- . 


` Mr. Bennett: 


: was tried, convicted, and sentenced to thirteen months’ im- 


: these. channels. 
_ raise a how] about '' free press," *'* free speech,” etc., ruth- 


Che Cruth Seeker, January 3], 1880. 
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The Modern Jesuits. 
On Monday evening the 16th, as was briefiy noticed in 


our last, Comstock'a society held its sixth annual meeting. | P. 


It had a few nights previously met in secret conclave and 


- cooked up its report, and was therefore on this public occa- 


sion prepared to put its best foot forward. The meeting 


was opened by Samuel Colgate, the soap boiler of John: 


street, He introduced the Rev. Gillete who, with his mouth 
full of tobacco, made a prayer of the usual fashion. He cut 
his exhortation short, however, for his mouth became so filled 
up he could not talk. When he sat down he looked furtively 
around and finally deposited a mouthful of tobacco juice in 
an obscure corner of the stage. Then Colgate came to the 
front again and introduced Anthony, who read the report 
that had been written for him by the Society. It was taken 
up with’ recountals of his exploits among the venders of 


-vice in the country. The very stale story about female: 


seminaries was repeated with some additions. The lottery 
companies were complained of, and his efforts for their sup- 
pression were told. Bogus brokers came in for a share of 
his wrath, as did also the story papers. Probably no man 
in the country ever printed worse sensational periodicals 
than Frank Leslie, recently deceased. Yet at his funeral 
the presiding minister stated that his papers had a refining 
influence. Whether the smut published by Christians has a 
more refining influence than that of other sensational story 
papers Anthony did not say. He never mentioned Leslie. 
A good portion of his report was taken up in denouncing 


The most important trial has been that of one Bennett 
for sending an obscene book through the mail after three 
different courts had declared the same to be obscene. He 


prisonment, and is now in the Albany Penitentiary, thanks 
to a President who had moral courage enough to stand up 
for the moral purity of youth, notwithstanding the most 
unprecedented effort and demand was made for his pardon 
by a portion of the so-called Liberals. His friends boasted 
that within ten days of his tria] and sentence he would be 
pardoned. They had a petition for his pardon in circula- 
tion before he was sentenced. They had petitions not only 
demanding the pardon, but the repeal of the postal laws of 
1878, relating to sending obscene matter. A most mon- 
&trous effort was made to make it appear that this prosecu- 


‘tion of the scoundrel Bennett [hisses] was made because 


he was,a Liberal. 

Here there was violent hissing from some in the audience 
who did not relish Mr. Bennett’s being called a scoundrel. 
Comstock stopped reading his prepared report, and with 
great excitement and in a Very loud voice, almost screaming, 
said : 

I desire to say here that no man has ever been prosecuted 
by this seciety because he had or had not religion ; und no 
man has been prosecuted because he was a Liberal; nor has 
a man failed to be prosecuted because he was a Liberal, I 


make that statement because this party is represented here 
to-night, and I want it to go on the record just where we 


‘stand. Last year our reports-were twisted and distorted, 


Comstock has desireé for a long time to get an opportu- 
nity to disclaim that he prosecuted the editor of this paper 
because of his Infidelity. He has seen that in his report of 
1878 he * put his foot in it," and he once made a proposi- 
tion to a Liberal of this city to ''explain." Even some 


-Christians do not approve of persecution for opinion's sake. 


Butin his report of 1878 he was just well on his way in 
arresting Freethinkers, and his words in that report are an 
expression of his already outlined policy. In that report 
he 88y8 : 

Another class of publications issued by Freelovers and 
Ereethinkers is in a fair way of being stamped out. The 
public generally can scarcely be aware of the extent that 
blasphemy and filth commingled hav found vent through 
Under a plausible pretense, men who 


lessly trample under foot the most sacred things, breaking 
down the «altars of religion, bursting asunder the ties of 
home, and seeking to overthrow every social restraint. 


With these words in bis mouth it is useless for him to 


; now endeavor to make the public believe that his crusade is 


not more against Liberals than against the dealers in that 
vile stuff which everybody wishes was done away with. Oa 


, fhis point Truth has a clear idea of the value of Comstock’s 


ward. Speaking of this meeting it says: 


‘This society is an aggressive religious organization modeled 
upon the plan of the society of similar name in England, 


which so bitterly persecuted Charles Bradlaugh and Mrs. 


Besant for their Infidelity upon the false and shallow pre- 
. tense that they were publishing immoral literature. 
Ostensibly, the object of the American society, like that 
of its English prototype, is to suppress those filthy publica- 
tions that were printed in secret, sold by stealth, and read in 


solitude, Its real object, however, is to suppress religious 


free thought, and it is rapidly reaching the point at which 


it will no longer hesitate to openly avow this purpose, and j 


declare war upon outspoken Infidelity. 

The vile literature of which we hav spoken: was crushed 
cut of existence the very moment the laws were executed 
against its promoters; and at this day it would be impossible 
to purchase a bawdy book within the limits of the city of 
New York. The laws we had were amply sufficient for the 
purpose. But this society procured the enactment of new 
laws, avowedly because the old were ineffective, but really 
to broaden their field of action. In these laws the word 
** obscene” was used, and its definition left to the discretion 
of judges, some of whom hav so defined it that it may em- 
brace even the works of Darwin. Thus, upon the pretense 
that it is suppressing obscenity, this society insidiously 
attacks the citadels of Freethought and scientific discussion, 

Comstock’s attempt, in his speech on Monday night, to 
parry this charge by saying that ‘tin seven years no man 
had ever been prosecuted for being an Infidel,” is neutral- 
ized by his thanks to ‘‘ Almighty God that broader fields for 
work hav been opened to the society,” and by the incautious 
remark of Dr. Crosby, in his following speech, that the 
incarceration of Bennett was worth years of labor. Whv is 
the incarceration of Bennett worth years of labor? This 
Society made a desperate effort to imprison him for writing 
“ An Open Letter to Jesus Christ ”—a rough but perfectly 
clean a.tack upon the divinity of the Second Person in the 
Trinity. Failing in that they prosecuted him for mailing a 
scientific pamphlet which he had not written, had not even 
rinted, but which, in common with numerous other respect- 
able publishers, he had in his stock for sale, and a pam- 
phlet which had been pronounced by hundreds of honorable 
men and women—among whom were Bouton, the publisher, 
the Rev. Mr. Frothingham, and Elizur Wrigbt—to be per- 
fectly free from the charge of obscenity. This was the 
ostensible crime for which Bennett was sent to the peniten- 
tiary. Doesany one doubt that his real offense was Infidel- 
ity, or that the society rejoices in his punishment tor. any 
other reason than that he published Infidel books ? 

Unless the progress of this society toward the suppression 
of religious free thought is suddenly arrested, it-will soon 
furnish material for another Eugene Sue. The Society, 
whose later operations were so severely crippled by the 
vivid exposures in the “ Wandering Jew," was no more 
insidious in its measures, determined in its purposes, relent- 
less in its blows, or far-reaching in its agencies than the 
society for the Suppression of Vice. Says Comstock : 

“ Endeavors hav been made to reach centers of infiuence, 
and many ministers and other influential citizens hav been 
aroused to the work." 

These endeavors hav not been unsuccessful, nor will they 
be discontinued. Postmaster-General Key, through the in- 
fluence of Comstock’s personal friend, Bissill, Key’s chief 
clerk, acts upon the command of the society ; it controls 
the President through his wife ; Judge Benedict, who pre- 
sides over the trials of the bulk of its cases, is its ready ser- 
vant, and is said to be a member who is admitted to its con- 
fidential councils ; the United States Attorney, Woodford, 
enjoys full membership, and as the society's President, Col- 

ave, directs, so he guides the machinery of hisoffice; John 

aton, a director, finds his way into the Grand Jury panel 
when a presentment relating to the object of the society is 
wanted ; and Anthony Comstock himself is a special agent 
of the post-office department, empowered to pry into the 
mails, open letters in transit, and possess himself of the 
most confidential information. 

Like the Society of Jesus, once the terror of Continental 
Europe, this Bociety for the Suppression of Vice, whose 
object is to crush all opposition to the church, aims to make 
itself master of the civil power and keeper of the people’s 
conscience. Its membership and agencies already extend 
into the White House, control the postal department, com- 
mand prosecuting officers, influence judges, and creep into 
the jury box. 

“Lhe spirits of Loyola and Laynez animate Anthony Com- 
stock and control the operations of his Society. 


After Anthony had read his report, the Rev. Howard 
Potter, D.D., made about the dryest speech we ever had to 
Sit and listen to, in which he advocated the establishment 
of the whipping-post for offenders against the rules of the 
society, and spoke in glowing terms of that “ glorious old 
weapon, the cat." He evidently sighs for a return of the 
‘ good old times" when his Christian ancestors whipped 
Quakers out of town at the cart’s end. If he wishes to use 
it on a worthy object he might try Comstock. Anthony 
whipped through the streets of New York by the Rev. 
Howard Potter, D. D., brother to Grace church rector, 
would be an edifying spectacle ! 

Elbridge F. Gerry had been expected to address the 
meeting, but at the last moment he sent a note saying he 
wouid be unable to attend. Probably he was ashamed of 
the society. After a whispered consultation between Colgate 
and Chancelor Cresby, D D., LL.D., the latter bounced to 
his feet, and, swinging his arms, startled the audience from 
the lethargy into which Potter, D.D., had put them, by 
exclaiming, ‘If I should swear I would swear by Anthony 
Comstock !" It strikes us that the aforesaid Anthony is a 
very good person io swear by—or at. Crosby then went on 
with great emphasis : 


There is no society in this city doing a grander work for 
this generation and the generation to come than the society 
that holds its anniversary here to-night. Jf this society had 
never done anything more than put that man Bennett in the 
Albany Penitentiary, the man who was the leader and defender 
of the propagators of obscenity, tt was worth a hun- 
dred thousand times more than all that our citizens hav given 
to tts treasury. 


This is pretty plain. It shows how the imprisonment is 
regarded by the the leading churchmen of this city, and 
givs in few words the object of the ministers’ supporting the 
society, The imprisonment of an Infidel is worth a hundred 
thousand times more than all the money ever given to the 
society! As the society spends about eight thousand dollars 
a year, and has been in existence six years, Liberals can fig- 
.ure pretty closely what the church regards it worth to shut 
one of them up. We would respectfully suggest ,to the 
D.D.-LL.D. that for that amount of money he can build a 
nice little inquisition and fit it up with racks, wheels, 
thumbscrews, and the other soul-saving appliances consid- 
ered by the church to be effective repressers of heresy. 

‘ We need just such meetings as these," he continued, 
“to tell our brethren who are actively engaged in this work 


that we are with them, heart and soul. "These brethren are 
human, and they need, in the midst of opposition, to know 
that there is a large constituency in this city that believes 
in their work.” 

In this he is correct. The ministers of the country are 
undoubtedly: heart and soul in the work of suppressing In- 
fidelity, which Crosby meant when he indulged in his flight 
of rhetoric against ''vice." The ‘‘ brethren,” too, are 
human, or rather inhuman, in their mode of warfare. 

When the foremost minister of the largest city in the coun- 


try giv8 utterance to sentiments like the following, it is 
time Liberals took alarm. He acknowledges that Comstock 
decoyed people into committing crime, and said: ‘‘ Deceiv- 
ing them! I tell you, gentlemen, I believe in deceit. I 
believe in deceit wherever you hav got a rightful enemy to 
destroy. Could you carry on a war without deceit? Are 
you to tell your enemy everything you are going to do? 
Wherever you hav a rightful enemy, and hav a right under 
God to destroy him, you hav a right'to deceive him." 

Whom he deems *'rightful enemies" is sufficiently evi- 
denced by his statement that he regarded the conviction of 
Mr. Bennett worth a hundred thousand times more than all 
the citizens hav given to the society. This is exactly the 
doctrine of tbe Jesuits—the ‘‘end justifies the means." 
That the church has *'a right under God ” to destroy her- 
etics is a cardinal principle of the Catholic church, and 
this Protestant minister bcldly avows it as his view. The 
appeal with which he closed his speech shows how he would 
destroy his ‘‘rightful enemy." ‘Gentlemen, for God's 
sake, for truth’s sake, let us, lay aside our apathy, and. for 
the good of this city, where we dwell and where we expect 
our descendants to'd well, let us purify it if it be by fire and by 
sword,” : . 

Fire and sword hav ever been the church missionaries. 
By the light of the fagot's flame the gospel has been read, 
and with the sword the command “ Kill every man his neigh- 
bor,” has been carried out. This high-toned minister wants 
to again sharpen the sword and rekindle the flames of per- 
secution. Will those who talk about this beinga free ceun- 
try weigh well the words of this ''divine?' He isa Chris- 
tian and was talking to a Christian audience, who applauded 
his sentiments. The spirit was. plain. Under this cloak of 
pretended love of virtue is concealed à deep-laid plot 
against Infidelity, andjamong themselves they take but little 
pains to conceal it. Had not the public been so aroused 
over the incarceration of Mr. Bennett, we should ere this 
hav seen a wholesale crusade against Freethought papers. 
And with Crosby’s morality of deceit, it would be easy for 
so accomplished a rascal as Comstock to hav devised some 
plan that would. hav enabled him to get within his foul 
grasp the publisher of every Liberal jour nal in the land, 

The usual appeal was made for money to carry on the 
work, and a card and pencil were left in every seat. We 
understand that considerable vaseline was subscribed by 
some acquainted with the soap-boiler of John street. As 
the audience came out they left the cards with a young man 
at the door, who has been in this office several times 
inquiring for ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes.” We watched for some 
time but did not see a great many cards deposited. The audi- 
ence may hav been ‘‘short,” or perhaps all did not believe 
in Comstock. As the crowd filed out each person was pre- 
sented with a circular issued by the National Defense Asso- 
ciation, which set forth some truths in regard to Comstock ' 
and his society. We hope before any of the Christians who 
were at the meeting giv any money to Comstock they will 
carefully read the same. 


oo < 


Mr. Holmes in New York. | 

On Wednesday evening the 21st inst. Mr. James Holmes, 
Vice-President of the London Becular Society, lectured at 
Science Hall to the Liberal Leagues of this city. His sub- 
ject was ‘‘ Eternal Punishment,” the lecture being a reply. 
to the Rev. DeWitt Talmage’s, discourse on '*Is There a 
Hell?" Judging from the importance which Mr. Holmes 
has given this discourse by preparing an answer to it, Tal- 
mage made a much greater impression abroad than he has 
succeeded in doing at home, for no American Freethinker 
has ever considered his arguments of sufficient consequence 
to merit public criticism or even public notice. Mr. Holmes 
looks like the representative English lecturer, and speaks 
the American language with a slight English accent. He is 
apparently from thirty-five to forty years of age. : 

This lecture, the speaker remarked, after being introduced 
to the audience by Prof. Rawson, was a somewhat pecul- 
iar one, being the identical lecture which had secured 
his dismissal from the ministry as a ‘‘preacher of the 
gospel." ; ‘ : i 

He then referred in à humorous way to the manner in 
which he had . been indicted by a conclave of ministers and 
expelled from their society without an opportunity of being 
heard in his own defense, and how, after being condemned 
unheard by those very liberal gentlemen, he was asked if he 
had anything to say for himself. He then proceeded to 
take up Talmage’s arguments eategorically, and, in the 
Doctor's own style of treating the subject, practically an- 
swered them, concluding that if the Freethinker was to be 
damned for. his honest convictions, then he would stand 
before the Almighty on the last day, not as a criminal, 
but as an accuser. 

A gentleman in the audience arose at the close of the 
lecture and remarked that he considered it somewhat behind 
the age ; that the American pecple held whatever DeWitt 
Talmage might say as of no account whatever, and he should 
prefer to hav heard something of more vital importance to 
the Liberals of to-day. In reply to this criticism Mr. Holmes 
justified the delivery of the lecture on tke ground of the 
peculiar tircumstances connected with it, his expulsion from 
the ministry before mentioned, etc., and was sustained by 
the audience, 


“The Truth Seeker, January 31, 1880. 


Mr. Holmes comes highly recommended by Charles Brad- 
laugh, is evidently thoroughly honest and in earnest, and 
will use his best endeavors while in this country to fur- 
ther the interests of Liberalism, His present address is 
with Prof. Rawson, 34 Bond street, this city. 

ey 

JosrPH J. HAwxiNr, who left Salt Lake City to escape 
the persecutions of the Mormons, called upon us recently. 
He thinks the Mormons are no improvement on other relig- 
ious bodies, and is now lecturing upon ‘‘Mormonism Ex- 
posed.” He gave one lecture in Science Hall last Tuesday 
evening. He is an earnest friend of THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
and while within the limits of Mormondom did much to 
extend its circulation. He also informs us that the paper 
converted several to the ways of common sense. 


— e 


League Notes. 


Mz. E. M. SELLON, who has consented to act as chairman 
of the New York State N. L. L. sub-committee, has decided 
to devote nearly his whole time to the Liberal League cause, 
and for the. present will make a specialty of circulating 
petitions in favor of church taxation. His address is No. 12 

“South Division St,, Buffalo, N. Y. Every Liberal in the 
state should open 8 correspondence witn Bro. Sellon. 


"Tig First Liberal League of St. Joseph County, of Michi- 
gan, which has for some time been a very active, indepen- 
dent League, at its last meeting indorsed the National Lib- 
‘eral League platform, and the resolutions adopted at Cin. 


sion. 
_OuR young Liberal speaker of Shrewsbury, Vt., writes, 


'* We completed our organization yesterday with seventeen’ 


.Charter members, as noble an assembly of men and women 
as ever met in. this town,” This is the second League 


organized in the Green Mountain state, and I hope our earnest. 


representative on the Executive Committee for Vermont, 


Bro. Paul Dillingham, of West Pawlet, will see to it that. 


the. work so well commenced will continue. 


To my knowledge the Liberal League movement has no 
better friend or worker than Bro. Walter Walker, our rep- 
resentative of Utah, and I was sorry to see him so.severely 
criticized in a recent number of THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


There is nothing that retards our cause 80 muck as the pub- | 


lication of such communications. Of course our Liberal 
friends are not perfect, and at times raust disagree, but for 
the love of the cause they should not bring these things 
. before the Liberal public. Our enemies will do all that is 
necessary of that kind of business. 


` Mz. Hengy Damon, our Massachusetts representative, 
givs a good report from ihe Bry stite. He writes: “We 
are progressing in Boston in League work, having made a 
steady gain in interest and attendance at our meetings, Paine 
Hall Liberal League holds its regular monthly meetings in 
Investigator Hall, and has become an institution united in 
the bonds of fraternal feeling, agreeing to disagree, and I 
think this League can always be relied upon as true and 
steadfast to the cause. Shawmut Liberal League has been 
for several weeks past holding public meetings and discus- 
sions in Wadsworth Hall on Sunday evenings, The hall was 
crowded last Sunday, Jan. 11th, and the League is flourish- 
ing like a. green bay tree under the lead of its president, 
Frank Rivers, 


Tux readers of TEE TRUTH SEEKER will bear me out in 
saying I seldom find fault with anyone, but as I hav written 
One item of that character in this communication, allow me 
to add another, There is no writer in THE TRUTH SEEKER 
whose writings I hav admired more than friend Leland's; 
but I hav been greatly pained to see him place Prof. Oliver's 
name with that of Joe Cook and others. There is no Lib- 
eral in the United Btates whom I prize more highly than I 
do.Prof. Oliver. He. doubtless has, his mistakes—and.I 
honestly think Prof. Oliver and the Tompkins County 
League made a mistake in the action they took some weeks 
since—but where do we find people who do not make mis- 
takes? But I know the Liberal, League and thé Liberal 
cause hav no better friend than Prof. Oliver. At Cincinnati 
Elizur Wright stated publicly that he would like to hav 
Prof, Oliver to be his successor as President of the National 
Liberal League ; and I must say Ido not know where we 
could find a more worthy man to take Mr. Wright's place. 
These are my honest views, and I would like to hav them 
appear in THE TRUTH SEEKER. H. L. GREEN. 


——— 2 À————— 
LFrom the Boston Herald. 


Is Dr. MeCosh Indictable? 


To TEE EDITOR OF THE HERALD : Fair play is a jewel, 
and consistency, if not a virtue, is at least a propriety, pro- 
vided it does-net involve persistence in the wrong. Iam 
not at present going to argue against a law which makes 
indelicacy of language a penitentiary offense, but simply to 
suggest that, while it is a law, it should be impartially 
administered, Rev. Dr. McCosh, President of Princetoa 
College, who is well known to be riding the two horses of 
science and theology at the same time—and if any man can 
do that successfully he can—has lately published a book on 
the “ Emotions,” in which is a section on the *' Love of the 
Sexes.” Dr. McCosh undoubtedly means no harm, but this 
section more effectively undermines the existing laws of 
marriage than anything which the Freelovers, so-called, hav 
ever published. Moreover, it contains expressions (see page 
221) which, as United States Judges Clark and Benedict hav 
interpreted the law, are unmailable. Therefore, if Rev. 
Joseph Cook and his zealous coadjutor, Anthony Comstock, 
should entice Dr, McCosh tọ send a copy to Mr, Comstock 


through the mail, the President of Princeton would hav to 
go to Albany to assist D. M, Bennett in making shoes. And 
unless Mrs. Hayes should change her opinion, he would hav 
to stay there, whatever opinion Mr. Hayes and Attorney- 
General Devens might hav about his work on the * Emo- 
tions.” To such nonsense and folly does a civil government 
stoop when it succumbs to ecclesiastical dictation. 
Boston, Jan. 20, 1880. ELIZUR WRIGHT. 


—— — 


The Idea of a Soul. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In your 
issue of January 10th, M. 8, Sherman, M.D., givs an amus- 
ing view of the human soul and attempts to throw some 
light upon that subject, but the attempt throws only a pen- 
cil ray, which makes the darkness upon that subject more 
felt. ; 

Now, since all theorles ought to be founded on facts, all 
explanations supported by facts, and all reasoning in 
accordance with facts, I would ask Mr. Sherman how he 
knows there is a *' progressed soul” that ‘‘ has lived in all 
progressive forms of life from the atom up to man." Can 
he remember when he was a progressive soul-atom pro- 
gressing up to man? or can he remember anything before 


; he was born? The progressive soul-atom, progressing up 


to man, ought to remember all the progressive formas it has 
passed through, unless the progressive atom is unconscious, , 
in which case it is not a soul. And for any one to say that | 
a soul exists without consciousness is equal to saying that 


by G8 ‘an organized body exists without form. : 
cinnati, and voted to take outa charter and become auxiliary |: kg / 


to the National Liberal League. This is a valuable acces- | 


The question, ‘‘ What is the soul?” Mr, Sherman: does not 
answer. The first part to prove in this subject is that asoul 
exists. The next is to prove what it is, and then find proof 
of its eternal existence, Any one undertaking this task, ; 
let him make his explanations plain enough not to require 
another explanation. | 

If Mr. Sherman supports the theory that there are atoms 
of matter in existence which possess the intelligent and 
conscious-giving principle to an organized body, he is as 
much a Materialist as any of us, but makes use of a mis- 
nomer in the word **soul." 

Bay. is à progressive soul-atom divine? 

Is this said to puzzle or to lose time? 

A great eternal progressive imaging— 

Pray catch and cage it; i 

Bring it to me that I may guage it. 

I must confess 1 love to chatter, 

But I, like you, know nothing else about the matter, 

The idea of the human soul grew out of human pride, 
and the word soul “is a word to flatter human pride and 
hide its ignorance.” Ws. S. DEEDS., 

Wilkinsburg, Pa., Jan. 18, 1880. . 


. [From the Chicago Sentinel. 
Moses and Modern Greenbackism. 


was pictured in her every feature. .. “‘ You're a nice thing,” 
she said, a8 she opened the door. She said but little, but 
began packing clothes, dishes, bedding, and in fact aboüt 
everything there was in the house, -I said, ‘‘ What are you 
going to.do?" She answered, *Iam going to take all that 
I brought with me and go home to my father and mother." 
In an hour;she was gone with her goods, and I was left 
alone, seated on the floor, surrounded by bare walls, medi- 
tating on the changes that may occur and the *' trials and 


- afflictions we are destined to endure while traveling through 
‘this vale of tears.” 


I realize the fact that ** man that is 
born of woman is of few days and full of trouble." A hope 
flashed across my mind that Edison or some other inventor 
might contrive a new mode of being born. The relaxation 
was but momentary. Atthat moment I heard a rap at the 
door. I opened it and there saw Hans Little, the constable. 
He said he had a warrant for my arrest. 

I was forthwith dragged before his Honor Esquire Schmidt 
to answer to a charge of making vile propositions, etc., toa 
certain H. M. (handmaid) Hager. Our late handmaid was 
the complainant and chief witness. The court, the con- 
stable, and all witnesses were ''hard-money"' people. £ 
could tell this by the hardness of their faces. I saw at once 
that there was no hope for a Greenbacker in such hands as 
theirs. I called for a jury, but the summoning was so ma- 
nipulated as to place all hard-money men in the box. My 
courage was gone. I scarcely knew what to do. At this 
discouraging moment the case was called. The testimony 
of the prosecuting witness was taken by the court, I was 
called to giv answer to the charge. I wished to be put upon 
Oath, and called for a Bible upon which to swear. His 
Honor said that there had never been a Bible in his court, 
and asked why I was so particular about having one now. I 
told him that I did not think it possible for any person to 
tell the truth without having first sworn to do so, with his 
hand on the holy writ. The Bible was brought and I was 
duly sworn. I thought I;had done nothing but what was 
sanctioned by Scripture, and ought not to be punished for 
endeavoring to liv in accordance with it; but it was of no 
use. From the moment that it was known that I read a 
Greenback paper they were determined to convict me of: 
something. The court in his charge to the jury said: **'The 
religion of the prisoner is not to weigh against him in this 
case, but if you, after cool deliberation, are satisfied that he 
is a Greenbacker, you are to bring in a verdict of guilty ; 
but if, on the contrary, you find that he is for hard money— 
that the rich may become richer and the poor poorer—then 
in that case you will find him not guilty." At this moment 
a paper was slipped into my hand by the clerk of the court, 
upon which was written: ‘‘ Recant your Greenback doctrine 
join the hard-money party, and your case is won; otherwise 
you are certain of a term in the state prison, if for no 
other purpose than to get rid of your vote." I was struck 
with terror. I said to a man standing near that it was terri- 
ble to think of going to prisun where I could not see a 


HOW A DISCIPLE OF THE FORMER WAS MADE TO SUFFER 
FOR THE SINS OF THE LATTER. 


I received No. 3, Vol. 2, dated Dec, 18th. Reading down 
the first column, my eye fell upon this heading, ‘‘ For 
Preachers and Praying Men.” I knew this included me, 
because I am a praying man ; and by the time I had read a 
dozen lines I thought it seemed as though it was pointed 
directly at me, I followed the article until I read, ‘‘ Take 
from your table that book, the Bible." I did not read 
&nother word, but reached for the book, which was on the 
table at my side. I opened it and began to read Genesis 
xvi, 1, and read'four verses I stopped. I read it again. 
“ Now,” I said “ I know that the Sentinel means me," for 
my Sarai also is barren. I pressed the blessed book to my 
heart and said, ‘‘ What a comfort thou art to a Christian 
man!" I wondered who had made my case known to the 
Sentinel; it was highly gratifying to see that paper taking 
such a lively interest in my happiness. In the anticipations 
ofthe moment I forgot the paper. I read the four verses in 
the Bible again. I pondered over them and read them 
again. I wished to enjoy those pleasures which Abram, 
“ the father of the faithful,” had enjoyed, the Bible sanc- 
tioned, and so many preachers partook of. However, my 
way was not clear; my ‘‘Sarai” and the “handmaid” 
(hired girl) were both Infidels and womld not accept the 
teachings of the holy writ. 

After revolving the matter in my mind for some time, I 
concluded that it would be best to say nothing to ‘‘ Sarai ” 
about it, but appeal direct to the ‘‘handmaid.” At first I 
was troubled with some doubt, but remembering that our 
Savior said that '*1f we had faith as a grain of mustard- 
seed nothing should be impossible unto us,” I 
took courage. The first thing to be done was to get 
“Sarai” away from home. A plan soon presented itself, 
I gave her fifteen cents and told her to go down town and 
get five cents each of bread, coffee, and sugar. I hada 
dollar besides, but I wanted to giv that to the Foreign 
Mission fund. As soon as ‘‘ Sarai” had started, I called the 
** handmaid ” into the sitting-room and read to her the four 
versés that had filled my mind with such great anticipations, 
and asked her what she thought of them. She turned on 
me with all the vengeance of a tigress. She said that such 
stuff was not fit to be read by decent men or women, and 
that I might be a Christian, but that I was no gentleman. 
With her eyes flashing fire she left the room and began 
picking up her clothes with thé purpose of leaving the 
house. I pleaded with her and begged of her to stay and let 
the matter drop and think no more about it; that I meant 
no harm; that I had only read what was in the Bible, and 
that the book was written by God, and therefore there 
could be nothing bad in it; but it was of no use. On her 
way down town she met ''Sarai" coming with ner grocer: 
ies, She told “ Sarai” all that had happened. They parted, 
“ Barai”? came home on the quickest time of her life. Rage 


Christian face until my time was out and I was free again. 
** Oh," said he, “you need not trouble yourself about that. 
The prisons are full of Christians ; almost every convict 
that is sent up is a believer in a vicarious atonement, You 
will hav plenty of religious company; but you will find no 
Greenbackers there." The jury was out just long enough 
to frame the following verdict: “We find the prisoner 
guilty (the court smiled) of being a Greenbacker, but not 
guilty of any other offense, as his actions are sanctioned by 
Scripture.” The court raved, and said: ‘“‘ This country is 
not governed by Scripture. It has nothing to do with the 
law of the land, By its authority innocence has been 
butchered in the cradle; women hav been slain for no other 
crime than being mothers; thousands of virgins hav been 
turned ov.r to a beastly soldiery; fathers hav been put to 
the sword for defending their homes; murderers hav been 
said to be men after God's own heart; human sacrifice has 
been encouraged, polygamy sanctioned, adultery practiced, 
incest tolerated, drunkenness allowed, thieving recom- 
mended, slavery justified, and every vice has been made a 
virtue, No, gentlemen of the jury, you hav missed your 
mark, Go." The jury saw their mistake, but it was too 
late. They left the court-room with their faces somewhat 
lengthened, saying as they left, “We’ll salt him next time,” 
As there is no law for punishing Greenbackiam, I was dis- 
charged. I went home and finished reading the article. 
My God! what a mistake I had made! I hastened over to 
the minister and gave him the paper, and asked him to read 
the article carefully, and to take the subject for a text to 
preach from next Sunday. YOUNG QREENBACKER, 


TuE Henderson Philanthropic club of Henderson, Sibley 
county, Minn., has filed articles of incorporation in the office 
of the secretary of state, 

oO oO 


A FELLOW in the crowd started out, and meeting one of 
the Greenbackers who had been couüted in, kicked up a 
fuss with him, and among other things called him a *' loath- 
some pariah.” ‘‘ What's that you say ?" yelled the Green- 
backer. ''You're a parish, sir; a loathsome, web-footed 
pariah.” The Greenbacker knocked him down, stepped on 
him several times, whipped his limp form round a lamp- 
post, and threw him over into a friend’s yard with this piece 
of advice, “ Never insult a man’s mother, not even in Latin, 
forthere's no telling how well the fellow may be up in the 
dead languages. ^ 

HO ——— —— 


Tue Peruvians had not a particle of free agency. The 
government of the Incas extended to all private conduct, 
words, and even thoughts of its vassals, yet it was mild and 
paternal, and the people were prosperous and happy and 
contented, as well as very moral and free from vices. Rob- 
bery and theft were unknown, and everything was con- 
ducted with great order, —JZrescott, 


75. 


The Truth Seeker, January 31, 1880. 


Communications. 


* 


or Sectarian Institutions? 

As a citizen, I shall take it in this scriptural sense, that 
**the last shall be first, and the first last," that no pre-emi- 
nence shall be given to God's elect, The broad basis of 
American freedom, guaranteed by its Constitution, is the 
birthright of all freemen, no matter in what clime or con- 
dition circumstances hav placed them. All men are free 
and equal within the law. Divine law says, .'' God has 
endowed man with will, memory, and understanding (caps- 
ble of governing himself), a free agent to do vood or evil.” 
Of all evils I choose the least. With due respect to all 
Christian admirers, and to all who may differ in opinion, I 
ask, if there is a wrong in our public or social system, for 
those who are aggrieved to state their grievance before the 
public in their respective localities, in pu -lic halls, and not 
in priestly conclave where the poople are excluded. ‘Let 
the disaffected hear the voice of the people, for all things 
should be in common for the good of the people, by the peo- 
ple, and for the people ? Our public schools hav derived 
their authority from the fathers of this republic, irrespective 
of church or creed. As find no religious sect undermining 

. those fundamental principles but the holy Roman Catholic 
church—giving to it the title it claims-—I shall hav refer- 
ence to that church more than all others. "The laity of 
the Roman Catholic church are.a generous and industrious 
people, who would never meddle with our public schools in 
their mode of discipline were it not for their crafty clergy, 
who pay no honor or allegiance to any authority outside 
the church of Rome. Their vows at their ordination are 
ample evidence, When they can vow or swear at their 
altars, in their churches in the United States of America, 
that they owe their allegiance to the pope of Rome in 
preference to all other men, and to promote the interest of 
their church, I grieve tbat 80 generous a people asthe Irish, 
more so than the German or French Catholics, should be so 
deluded. The popes of Rome hav already, and from time to 
time, made manifest their dislike to public schools. The 
bishops in Ireland hav echoed the game tune as the pope, 
and the bishops and priests in America, with their instruc- 
tions from the fountain-head, hav terrified their pious peo- 
ple into the delusion that our public schools do not teach 
morality or virtue, but Infidelity and Freethought. 

Let us meet our public school question upon a religious 
basis for their especial benefit. Brotherly love, or love to 
one another, is all religion can boast of, and the law and 
the prophe!s are iulfilled. 

In a letter from the Bishop of Tournai on “ Religious 
Education in Belgium,” as published in the New York 
Freeman’s Journal, December 18, 1879, this respected bishop 
says: ‘The education which it is proposed to giv children, 
and which is called by the name of Christian in order to 
deceive people, is based on the antichristian maxim of 
equal respect for all modes of worship. This education 
they impudently adorn with the fine name of national edu- 
cation, Every school where children are taught this fatal 
maxim is by the very fact anti-Catholic and antichristian, 
and can only serve to form Freethinkers. There is but one 
only God, oce ouly Bavior, one only true religion, one only 
church, outside of which there is no salvation. Everything 
is conveniently arranged; the masters and the mistresses of 
schools are trained to carry out this perfidious design to the 
end," 

This is the general teaching that Roman Catholic bishops 
and priests impose upon their respective flocks in America. 
Should such preachers be admitted into the privileges of 
citizenship in this republic? No. They are wolves in 

' gheep's clothing. No republic can exist where they hav 
influence, Their titles are obnoxious to.our public institu. 
tions, We don't grant foreign titles to our public officers, 
norto our sons of toil; but we hav titles conferred upon 
ecclesiastical citizens of America by a foreign prince, the 
pope of Rome, to ‘‘His Eminence, John, Cardinal 
McCloskey, Archbishop of New York,” and to bishops and 
vicar-generals pretending to be. citizens of this republic. 

I shall now quote from the text-book of those divines, as 
published in the English college at Rheims, A.D. 1582, 

: Jesus sent twelve disciples, aud commanded them, saying: 
** Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into the cities of 
the Samaritans enter not, but go rather to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel. Preach, saying, Tne kingdom of heaven 
is at hand. Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, 
cast out devils. Gratis you hav received; gratis giv " (Matt. 
x, 5-8). 

There is no authority here that Christ established a Cath- 
olic church with a pope or vicar-general at its head to dic- 
tate to any race of people how they shall worship or teach 
school, Do as you are commanded to do and you do well. 
Stop your increasing revenues by taxing your ehurch prop- 
erty and you might do better. ‘*‘ For I say to you that un- 
less your justice abound more than that of the scribes and 
the Pharisees, you shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven ” (Matt. v, 20). 

Jews, proselytes, Cretes, and Arabians, we hav heard 
them speak in our own tongue the wonderful works of God 
which were spoken of by the prophet Joel and was Bt 
Peters sermon to the people, as related in Acts ii, 11, 16. 
We American citizens want you to confine yourselves to the 
things that are of God and not to the things that are of men; 
fearing you might be rebuked, as Christ rebuked Peter: 
** Go after me, Satan, thou art a scandal unto me, because 
thou dost not relish the things that are of God but the things 
that are of men” (Matt. xvi, 23). 

I compare you to the Pharisees, a precise set. of men, 
making profession of a more exact observance of the law 
than your divine master gave you any authority to do, 


| Christ said, 


Are Public Schools to Be Considered as Religious 


.| schools in the country at large. 


(Matt. v, 17. -In this nineteenth century hav you. Roman- 


institutions ? 
happiness. 


George Calvert, of Danbywiske, in Yorkshire, England, 
Knight of Baltimore in the county of Longford, in Ireland, 


under James I. of England, was ona of the principal secre-- 
taries of state under said king, and resigned his office after 


five years’ service, ‘freely owning to his majesty that he was 
become a Roman Catholic: He obtained a patent of the 
province of Avalon in Newfoundland, but finding it exposed 
to the French, was obliged to abandon it. He came to Vir- 
ginia, and, after taking a view of the country, returned to 
England and obtained from Charles I. a patent granting 


Maryland. It was called so in honor of the Queen, and 
was the first colony which was erected into a province of 


the English Empire. This grant by King Charles I. ‘to 


George Calvert, Baron of Baltimore, in Ireland, was given 
June 20, 1632. 


About two hundred gentlemen, chiefly Roman Catholics, 


sailed from England in November, 1682, and landed safe in 
America in the beginning of the next year. 
respected religious denominations soon increased this new 
colony. In 1787 there were nine churches, which belouged 
to the following sects: 
therans, English Episcopalians, English, Bcotcb, and Irish 
Presbyterians, English and Irish Roman Catholics, Baptists,’ 
Methodists, Quakers, Nicolites or New Quakers, Friends, 
and Memnomists, all enjoying the liberty of conscience. 
Lord Baltimore laid the foundation of this province on the 
broad basis of security to property and liberty in religion, 
establishing Christianity agreeably-to the old common law, 
without allowing pre-eminence to any particular sect. 


People of other 


German Calvinists, 


Happiness did not reign long among those people. A 


third assembly was held at Bt. John's in February, 1638-9, 
at which time a considerable change took place. 
Church shall hav all her rights and liberties," said the good 
Catholics. 
other religious sects if it is not to make their church the 
established church of the land or country wherever it gets a 
foothold? If Lord Baltimore, after he became a convert to 
the Roman Catholic church, could not see the absurdity of 
putting restrictions and penalties upon his subjects for not 
speaking with respect of the Virgin Mary, he should hav 
studied his Bible before he enacted laws in a new colony, 
promising to become great in the future, and see what Jesus 
Christ said of this woman Mary at the marriage feast in 
Canaan ot .Galilee: 
thee ?" 


“ Holy 


What rights or liberties do they want more than 


* Woman, what is that to me and to 
(St. John, ii, 4) E 
On another occasion, when the people said to Jesus that 


his mother and brethren were outside, he said, ‘‘ Whosoever 
shall do the will of God, he is my brother and my sister 
and my mother ” (St. Mark i jii, 85; St. Luke viii, 21). 


Lord Baltimore might: rest assured from the sacred text 


that Jesus Christ had no respect of persons when he did not 
honor his mother with the respectable name of mother. 


Religion goes beyond what its mission is. Love God and 


mind your own business is all that is required of you, and 
there is no danger that you will injure your neighbor. 


After the Indian war was suppressed, in August, 1646, 


the assembly, being composed chiefly of Roman Catholics, 
passed an act ‘‘ concerning religion." 
enforcement of conscience had ever been of dangerous con- 
sequence in those countries in which it had been practiced, 
and it was enacted ‘‘that no persons professing to believe 
in Jesus Christ should be molested in respect of their relig- 
ion or in the free exercise thereof, or be compelled to the 
exercise of any other religion against their consent, so that 
they be not unfaithful to the prp or conspire against 
the civil government.” 


It recited that the 


The Liberal religious views of. the Roman Catholic laity 


in this country before it became a republic are very different 
from the religious. ideas of. the Roman Catholic popes, 
bishops, and priests.since the country became a rcpublic. 

Do they not refuse absolution to the parents that send their 
‘| children to the public school, and threaten them they shall 
die without a Christian burial? This alone is enough to 
drive fears into a superstitious believer in the church, 


Alas! there is another consideration here; they know 


what portion of their respective flocks. to take advantage of; 
it is the illiterate portion and those that are not the 
supreme heads of their own families. 


Let us look at religious legielation a little later i in the new 


colony—how freedom of conscience is tampered with. In 


the Legislative Assembly of the new province it was enacted 
“that any one speaking reproachfully against the Blessed 


Virgin or the apostles should forfeit flve pounds [twenty- 
five dollars]; but blasphemy against God should be punished 


with death.” This act passed in 1649 and was confirmed in 
1676 among. the perpetual laws.of the province. How 
many thousands of people in America to-day don’t respect 
the name of those illiterate fishermen, who had neither 
principle nor faith in their leader, Christ! - 

The New Testament will satisfy any impartial reader. 
Should we be persecuted for conscience’ sake and made to 
believe as holy church teaches? We find most all religious 
sects disagree with the religious theory of their religious 
neighbors, and the Roman Catholic church making war upon 
our American schools o£ learning because they are public 
and free to all, Turk, Jew, or heathen, without respect of 
persons, 

Let there be taxes immediately put on church property of 
every religious sect and apply it to (he support of our public 
Don’t let Bibles or prayers 
get a foothold ia any of our public institutions; they are 
dangerous. weapons to a republic. Let sectarian schools 
and churches be supported as private institutiong by their 


The scribes were the doctors of the law of Moses, and 
“I am not come to destroy but to fulfil.” 


ists set yourselves up to destroy our religious or secular 


? 
Religion has always been a an enemy to social and political 


German Lu- 


admirers. Let the freedom of all our public schools be 
supported. by the general tax of church property, which 
wil: lighten the tax upon every industrious producer. 
Agitate this question all over this land of liberty, the home 
of the oppressed from every clime, and don't let the fire of 
indignation kindle into a blaze, and we suffer as the Irish 
suffer in their native land by their clergy abandoning them 
for the love and support they get from monarchy. j 

The Americaa Constitution the pope has violently con- 
demned. The Syllabus says that men are not free; that 
they are not capable of taking care of themselves ; that the 
laity in the most important matters must be guided and gov- 
erned by the clergy; that the press ought to be under a 
censorship ; that the Catholic religion being true, all others 
are false, and therefore ought not to be tolerated. 

Under such teaching as this, every true Catholic is bound 
by ecclesiastical submission to think and act as his priest 
tells him. A republic of true Catholics becomes a theoc- 
racy, administering to themeelves a tithe or tax for their 
support, as the history of the Old Country can testify.. All 
public offices must be filled at their bidding, or the country 
is in danger of hell’s fire and excommunication. 

No republican form of governmentiof. the people, by the 


free will of the people, and for the general good of the 


people, can exist where priesta, propheta, .or popes: are 
always aiming to destroy: man's will, memory, and under- 


.Starding—a natural right that we are all endowed with—if 
we only apply it to the best interests of a free government 


for the general protection and happiness of all men, irre- 
spective of:color or creed. We cannot hav any form of : 
law more simple and just than what our. Constitution 
declares, to wit, that all men are free and equal; they can 
worship as their conscience dictates. We thank Infidel 
ideas for this noble blessing. What improvement can you 
add toit? If any citizen interferes with the liberty of con- 
science, aiming to infuse any religious dogmas or teaching of 
the Bible or prayers in our public schools or national insti- 
tutions, or where citizens assemble to make laws for either 
national or state interests ; for such. offense let such citizen 
be disqualified and be no longer a citizen, Then, as an 


‘alien, let them be sent to the court or church they owe their 


allegiance to, paying the cheapest rate of travel therefor, to 
get them outside the limits of our republic.’ Our American 
republic cannot exist with such an enemy as a citizen. All 
religious denominations are free to worship God according 
to the dictates of their own conscience, but they must not 
meddle with our public institution, the safeguard of the 
people. 

When a church sets itself up as superior to all others, it is 
time to know where it gets its authority from, that we might 
worship faithfully in their fold. Barnabas and Saul (Paul) 
are the first lights of Christianity. 

The religion of the apostles was simple and easily ids 
stood, if you read the Acts of the Apostles and teaching, of 
Paul. 3 

The Roman Catholic Church is a mysterious church, 
preaching mysteries and adoration to saints, holding fast 
that their ministry is the great inspired spirit of all ages 
and nations, a theory, as absurd as the preaching of Moham- - 
med, who said he was a greater spirit than Moses or Christ. 
Put Catholic theories into our public schools, and what do 
you profit by ii? A nation of serfs to the church of Rome, 
by whom all presidents and public officers receive their 
power, and not from the people. 

The apostle Paul, speaking of the Romans, says, ‘‘ They 
are wise in their own conceit.” Popes and bishops can see 
the mote in their neighbor's eye, but don't see the beam in 
their own. The Catholic church is not à universal church, 
as they proclaim it to be. There is no nation under the sun 
that recognizes it as such. Al other churches are more 
respected for their fidelity and obedience to the laws of the 
state. "Thereis no nation where the various religious sects 
are not protected under their various forms. Rome, until 
recently, denied them protection. 

The Roman Catholic church don't observe the law and 
the prophets that Christ, Peter, and Paul preached. ‘‘ To 
love God above all things, and your neighbor as yourself," 
‘these aré the only Precepts, and the law and the prophets 
are fulfilled. 

"The Roman Catholic church has instituted seven sacra- 
‘ments and vows of celibacy, and ‘an endless host of ‘saints’ 
festivals entirely foreign and ‘antichristian to the preach- 
ing of Paul, the apostle of Christianity; foreign to the 
teaching of ‘Christ, brotherly love, and foreign to Peter. 
Christ has no respeét'of persons. The Roman Catholic 
church is delusive. It says mankind of every description is 
your neighbor, but it does not practice the theory. There- 
fore it is false, and dangerous to.a nation's prosperity. 

** Ye men of Israel, hear these words: Jesua of Nazareth 
[not the son of God], approved of God among you by mira- 
cles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the 
midst of you, as you also know, you hav orucified and put 
to death by the hands of wicked men " (Acta ii, 22, 28). 

" And it shall come to pass that whosoever 8hall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be eaved.” The apostles 
were Communists; they communed, with their saints in their 
various localities, ‘‘ All they that believed were together, 
and had all things. common.” Breaking bread from house 
to house, they took their meat with gladness and simplicity 
of heart, . "They did not set themselves up superior to other 
men. 

Peter, opening his mouth, said: **In truth, I perceive 
that God is no respecter of persons; but in every nation, he 
that feareth him and worketh justice is acceptable to him ” 
(Acts x, 94, 35) Jesus of Nazareth, Peter said, ''God 
anointed him with the Holy Ghost, and with power, who 
went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed 
-by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses of 


.all things which he did in the land of the Jews, and in 
! Jerusalem, whom they killed, hanging him upon a tree.” 


5 
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Where is the Roman Ostholic church not striving to] 
preach a false doctrine to this, by making three Gods out of 
one 7 ‘‘ By the imposition of the hands of the apostles, the 
Holy Ghost was given ” (Acts viii, 19). Can the popes or 
bisheps of Rome giv the Holy Ghost by the imposition of 
hands; if so, it is the thira person of their blessed trinity, 
But they would like to Bg tought in our public schools, 
with a cross to worship with the initials, J. N. J. R. (Jesus 
Nazarenus Judacorum Rex), in English, Jesus of Nazareth, 
kimg of the Jews, Leo XIII, Christ's vicar on earth, and 
: counselor of all law, human and divine, It would be a 
nice looking picture in a public school, where the walls 
should be covered with the likenesses of George Washington, 
and his brave companions in: arms, struggling for the uni. 
versal freedom of mankind. Their sectarian schools would 
be draped with saints and sinners that never advanced the 
human happiness of any race of people. 


The Holy Ghost was a thing very common in the days of 
the apostles. ‘The faithful of the circumcision [they 
were not Romay Catholic] who had come with Peter were 
astonished because the grace of the Holy Ghost was also 
poured out upon the Gentiles” (Acts x, 45). There is no 
separation from the Jewish faith all through the lives of 
the apostles, and Christ being dead at this time, where does 
the Roman Catholic church get its authority from, or its 
pre-eminence over any other church? It is an assumed 
authority, and they would inculcate this absurdity into our 
public &chools if they had the chance. The church that 
was at Jerusalem sent Barnabas as far.as Antioch ; he ex- 
horted the people there to continue in the Lord, * For he 
was a good man, and full of. the Holy Ghost, and of faith ” 
(Acts xi, 24). After @ year’s preaching in "Antioch, “the 
disciples were first named Christians " (Acts xi, 26), The, 
name of Roman Catholic was not known to those early 
Christians. Peter defends his having received the Gentiles 
into the church in Acts xi. The little pet. phrases that are 
so well impressed upon young and innocent Catholic 
minds, Go teach all nations; Behold, I am with you till the 
end of time; The gates of hell shal! not prevail against it 
(curfchurch), There is no teaching in the New Testament 
or in the Acta of the apostles; where the apostles ever went 
out of their own neighboring nations, until Paul went to 
Rome, And their religion was the Jewish religion, and no 
Roman Catholic need apply. . Salvation was of the Jews. 

: The Roman Catholic church in America would like the 

. voice of the people to extol them, as the poor dupes did 
Herod, the king of Judea. 

When Herod, in royal apparel, sat on the judgment seat, 
and made an oration, “the people with acclamation cried 
out, It is the voice of a god, and not ofa man” (Acts xii, 
22). When the pope sita in his judgment seat in his royal 
robes, it is pronounced by the cardinals, bishops, priests, 
and all ‘believers in their faith, that he is infallible, and 
Christ's vicar upon earth, 

So it is that nations, like individuals, get filled with the 
Holy Ghost, If Saul and Barnabas are sent by the Holy 

' Ghost, as Acts xiii says, let us read Paul's epistle to the 
Romans at Rome: ‘For Iam not ashamed of the gospel. 
For it is the power of God unto salvation, to every one that 
believeth, to the Jew first, and to the Greek ” (Paul to the 
Romans, i, 16), It is evident Paul established no Roman 
Catholic church in Rome, neither did he appoint a pope and 
8 host of cardinals, neither did he make laws of celibacy, 
for he understood human nature as it was in his time, and 
would be for all time. He prophesied well what they 
would do, "and in like manner the men also leaving the 
natural use of the women hav burned in their lusts one 
towards another ” (Paul to the Romans i, 27). Where is 
the Roman Catholic church in its teachings sustained by the 
apostle of Christianity. Read also the firat epistle to 
Timothy, third chapter, second and twelfth verses. "The 
doctrine of the Roman Catholic church for many years and 
centuries has not been Christian according to the teachings 
of Christ or any of his apostles. For professing themselves 
wise they became fools. *'' Glory, and honor, and peace to 
every one that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek, For there is no respect of persons with God " 
(Paul to the Romans, xi, 10, 11.) Inside of the Roman 
Catholic church none cau be saved. When the Gentiles 
who hay not the law are a law to themselves. 

What advantage hath the Jew ? Much every way. First, 
indeed, because the Word of God was committed to them. 
(Paul to the Romans, iii, 1, 2.) According to this testimony 
Paul was a Christian Jew, but not a Catholic Jew. The 
decoy word Catholic means universal. Paul did not say 
prayers to Jesus Christ, the carpenter's son, or to Mary, his 
blessed and holy mother who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost without her consent. Such prayers were not known 
in the Apostle Paul'a time, They hav been manufactured 
by the church of the Gentiles at Rome, and hauded down to 
posterity as a legacy. 

Paul says, ‘‘ This is the word of faith which we preach, 

. That if thou confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
believe in thy heart that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved " (Paul to the Romans, x, 9). “For I 
say to you Gentiles, as long indeed as I am the apostle of 
the Gentiles I wil honor my ministry" (Paul to the 
Romans, xi, 13). “For I say that Christ Jesus [not the son 
of God] was minister of the circumcision for the truth of 
God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers ^ (Paul 
to the Romans, xv, 8). i 

Now, from the written testimony of the apostle of Chris- 
tianity, Paul, how can the Roman Catholic church delude 
80 many people into the belief that there is only one true 
church, and that Jesus Christ established the holy Roman 
Catholic church, and promised the popes and bishops that 
he would be always with them? '' Whatsoever you bind 
upon earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever you 
looge. on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Confessing your 


sins, or daily walks through life, is antichristian according 
to the apostle Paul’s teaching. « All is vanity and perplex- 
ity of spirit.” - 

Christ’s teaching is very plain, and easily understood ; 
the teaching of the church of Rome is never understood, 
only as their clergy explain it. Qhey speak in a language 
that is foreign to the people, and the apostles. preached that 
they might be understood by the people. These truths 
were preached by the apostles at the church of Jer usalem, 
and, by the apostles Paul and Barnabas, at the church in 
Antioch, ‘They preached to all nations, as it was under- 
stood at the time in the various cities in Judea and Galilee. 
They communed with the ‘people of those cities, as they 
termed ‘them ‘saints, hence the Catholic church of Rome 
prays for the communion of saints. England, Ireland, or 
Scotland they had not yet visited, nor did they liv long 
enough tọ emigrate here. America was unknown to them, 
even to Christ himself. Now we hav plenty of pretenders 
of his preaching and divine religion, but we do not want it 
introduced into our public schools. 

Iam an Irishman by birth, but an American by convic- 
tion. Iwasa Roman. Catholic, but I abandoned the silly 
faith and hypocrisy of the clergy. Ilearned my education 
in Catholic schools in my native Ireland ; my children are 
educated. in our public schools in America, and I am satis- 
fied they must and shall be preserved. My religion is 
Infidel for the past twenty-five years, for I find them more 
honest and truthful in their teaching than the general teach- 
ing absurdities of ecclesiastics or ministers of the gospel. I 
am at a loss to know whose gospel they preach from. It is 
no wonder men. would sever theif religious ties from them, 
and become free and independent thinkers. If Roman 
Catholics would read more of their Bible and less of their 
catechisms, wisdom would fiow to them as it doeg to me. ` 

Let every patriotic press in the land publish candid senti- 
ments, and we will soon eradicate usurpation and bigotry 
from our r public schools, M.H. BLAOEFORD. 

———— 9 M9————— —— 


Thoughts for the Thoughtless. 


INSCRIBED TO J, H, DODD. 

“ For aught yon know you might be needlessly damning 
souls,” =J. A. D 

I hav never iy the cause of damning one single indi- 
vidual soul in all my life. This ig a certain fact, for the 
reason that no great, wise, and good being would allow one 
of his creatures the power or the opportunity to damn an- 
other. Common sense scouts such a preposterous idea, 
Would a good father allow a child of his to be led into vice 
‘and ruin by any person when he knew beforehand that this 
was to occur and he could avert it. Now, if there be a God 
he knows I am doing all I can to teach what I think are 
facts and truth, and to exterminate what I believ to be erro- 
‘neous and evil ; and if my honest efforts for the good of my 
brothers and sisters were really a means of damning them, 
this God would know it and take measures to avert so awful 
8 certainty. If an Infidel rears a large family in Atheism, 
and the children grow up in utter unbelief of gods, Christs, 
and Bibles, are they to be cast out from eternal happiness 
because they chanced to be born in an Infidel home ? 

Such ideas as this one of yours that heads my letter are a 
disgrace to the intelligence and good sense of the edu- 
cated thinkers of the age. Ido not see how thee thyself 
can believe it to be true that a God would remain passive 
and see me ‘‘damn scores" of his children when with a 
mere effort of the will he could either render my teach- 
ings nugatory in effect, or take from me & life so destructive 
to the best interests of humanity ? 

Please try again, my friend, and giv me some better rea- 
son than this for ceasing to propagate my opinions and 
ideas. 

I hav yet to hear the first reasonable objection from thy 
pen to my course and my work. If this is thy best argu- 
ment, I can joyfully go on, certain that though I accom. 
plish but little good I am surely doing no evil or injury to 
ihe present or to the supposed hereafter of any one, 

“ You say there is a God 
Above the boundless sky, 


. A wise and wondrous deity 
Whose atrength none can defy. 


You say that he is seated 
Upon atbrone most grand, 
+ Millions of angels at his beck— 
Why don’t he lend a hand? 


See how the earth is groaning, 
What countless tears are shed; 
See how the plague stalks forward, 

And brave and sweet lie dead. 


Homes burn and hearts are breaking, 
Grim murder stalks the land; 

Yon say he is omnipotent— 
Why don’t he lend a hand ?” 


Sun’s Day, Jan, 18, 1880. ELMINA DRAKE SLENEER, 
_—_— Oo 


The Jealousy of the Gods. 


. The gods ef olden time were said to be jealous of such as 
aspire to final absorption. 

We'll hope for better things of the gods of this progress- 
ive age. 

In all deference to the ''Trinity," and with great appre- 
ciation of the good derived therefrom, we arrive at the con- 
clusion that when educated in and imbued with the likeness 
of our holy eternal parentage, wisdom and love, wisdom to 
guide our footsteps, our thoughts, love, to deal kindly, 
uona with all, unfortunates not excepted. When 
our “earthly house ” is kept in order by the tabernacle, the 
expla of the living God, we hav no further use for a 
** trinity," nor for a third thereof. 

We're in for final absorption, swallowed up in wisdom 
and love, the desideratum of all well-balanced minds in all 
ages since humanity began to be, to do, and to suffer. 

SHAKER PRENTISS, 


W. S. Bell’s Lectures. 

To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir; The. 
crowded houses that greeted W. S. Bell in his recent course 
of lectures in our little village shows that the common peo- 
ple are beginning to do their own thinking. They turned 
out to hear about hell, morality, and revivals as considered ' 
from the standpoint of this century, They came out to hear 
a man. who had climbed out-of the old rut, made two thou. 
sand years ago, and “whose eyes hav been opened to a new 
world of beauty, lying out in the free air of nature. The 
thousands iu the rut know nothing of the beautiful fiower- 
carpeted fields of sclence and reason, but to them, tramping 
along in the deep-worn rut, all is mud, mud, mud; all is 
vanity and vexation of spirit. 

The members of our young League think they hav made 
a paying investment in getting Mr. Bell to lecture to our 
people. He handled his subjects in an able manner, and 
has left a good impression. . His lectures are well celculated 
to do. good: The only one: of our members who has 
heard Mr. Underwood thinks highly of him, but prefers 
Mr. Bell as a lecturer, 

There i8 only cne church here in good running order, 
and that is the Methodist church. Then there are ten or 
a dozen people who talk and consider themselves the 
society, good scciety, cultured. Most of them hav been 
for years quietly hanging on the church just by their eye- 
lids, and it has taken lots of church festivals and ''sich" to 
keep them from falling off. Now, when the truths of free 
and independent thought are shaking the old church to its 
deepest foundations, the frantic efforts of those who hang 
by their eye-lids to keep from falling is ludicrous to behold, 
Their fancy paints a great gulf below them, a bottomless 
pit. Poor creatures, they don't know that their feet almost 
touch the solid ground. .If they did they would open their 
eyes, slip off of the frail, trembling, rotten old structure, 
and stand erect and alone on terra firma, like full-grown 
men, Asit is they patronize the church for business and 
society’s sake, and the church keeps its thumb over them, 
and its insatiable grasp on their pocket-books, all for the 

sake of. Jesus, And the ins and outs all unite, like a happy 
family of doves, geese, foxes, weasels, chickens, and 
skunks, to pluck the poor Infidel, about this time of year, - 
when a revival of religion and salary is to be shouted for. 
Take them when no common danger or mutual profit is 
scented and you ought to see the fur and feathers fly in the 
fighting among themselves, 

Ifa man who does his own thinking lets them alone in 
their glory, as we all ought to do, it does no good ; they 
are after him with a sharp stick as soon as they see that he 
no longer comes to their mill with his grist. Let them do 
what they may, it is their privilege ; but let us continue to 
do our duty to ourselves, our children, and to the cause of 
truth, based as it is on the eternal principles and properties . 
of the living matter that evolves a universe without limit in 
either space or time. Gro. W. MOREHOUSE, 

Wayland, N. Y., Jan. 12, 1880. 


————— —— à 9-——— ——— 
Parallels. 


Galileo was imprisoned in June, 1623, by the Christian 
Inquisition for an opinion; viz., that the earth revolved 
around the sun, when scripture and the church said it did 
not. This crime (?) was called *' heresy,” 

D. M. Bennett was imprisoned in June, 1819, by the 
Christian Inquisition for an opinion ;{viz , that an American 
citizen had a right, on paying postage to his government for 
carrying a pamphlet, to hav that pamphlet carried; but his 
government, prompted by the church, instead of delivering 
the pamphlet as agreed, had the sender arrested and charged 
with ‘‘ obscenity.” 

Galileo’s offense was heresy, and he was imprisoned for 
it. Bennett’s first offense was heresy, for which the church 
arrested him, but public sentiment was against imprisoning 
for heresy, and so they varied the charge to ‘‘ obscenity,” 
and imprisoned him for that. 

Galileo endeavored to point out to his persecutors that 
scripture and theology were for salvation, and not to teach 
or to overturn science, but the inquisitors overruled this and 
condemned him, 

Bennett endeavored to point out that it was against the 
Constitution to try him for such an alleged offense; that the 
matter posted was not obscene; that malice dictated the 
prosecution; that the judge, as such, ought not to decide 
the whole case as if no jury were present, etc., etc.; but 
the modern Inquisition would hear none of this, and sent 
the victim to prison. 

Galileo had numerous friends in the church and else- 
where who personally loved and respected him, although 
some could not concur in his opinions, These did all they 
could to commute, or at least to mitigate, his imprisonment. 
At length he became blind, and the church then sarcasti- 
cally gave him permission to see his friends. 

Bennett’s friends, not in the church but otherwise, tried 
to get his sentence commuted, but with no better success 
thau Galileo’s. 

Many of Galileo’s friends, in his day, were churchmen. 
Few or none of Bennett’s friends are churchmen. Just 
here the parallel fails. 

Galileo was imprisoned, and the cause was an astronomi- 
cal opinion, 

Bennett is imprisoned, and the cause was freedom of the 
press and liberty generally from church domination. 

Thus two or three centuries of time hav e'apsed and finds 
the United States courts parallel with the ‘Holy Inquisi- 
tion;” and the church, “holy mother church," in statu quo; 
like Napoleon, ; hereditary asses, they learn nothing and 
forget nothing.” F. J. EMARY. 

Osceola, Iowa, Jan. 8, 1880. 
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Tag debt of Great Britain is $3,500,000,000, 
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Letters from Friends. 


GOATS VS. SHEEP, 


UNIONTOWN, CAL., Jan. 1, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir : I perceive things in the 
Liberal ranks are working beautifully ; the sexual-purity, 
high-bred, and cultured chaps are finding that their naturally 
timid natures and tender feet unfit them to follow their 
more hardy, clear-sighted, and sure-footed neighbors, the 
goats, in climbing the high crags and rugged cliffs of common 
sense into the clear sky of Freethought, and are gradually 
dropping back into the smooth green pastures of moral 
purity and Mother Grundy respectability. All right ; that 
ja just what is now and has been for along time needed. 
These sanctimonious, self-righteous Pharisees hav been a 
dead drag to the car of mental liberty and social equity long 


. enough. When I read the lauguage of that noble Roman, 


Elizur Wright, in which he defines himself on what he con- 
siders moral eligibility in a person as a member or officer of 
the National Liberal League, I felt like throwing up my hat 
and cheering the old hero. 

I am sorry te learn that Mr. Underwood has concluded to 
range and pasture with the sheep ; but since he cannot fol- 
low the bobtail goats, I am pleased to see that he also has 
expressed himself in a manner to leave no further doubt 
whether he is sheep or goat on the minds of his many ad- 
mirers for his scholarly contributions to Liberal literature. 

Nothing but a strong, sturdy, practical, common-sense 
remedy applied to all matters relating to the welfare and 
reformation of humanity, whether it is sexual, social, moral, 
religious, or political, will do humanity any good. Reform- 
ers in all the different branches must take the human race 
just as it is and work upwards, and not shut their eyes to 
the fact that we are ODE more than educated animals 
instead of gods and angels. If they will keep these facts in 
view they will see that this angelic purity business is a mis- 
erable farce, and can no longer be forced upon a healthy and 
intelligent humanity. If human beings could be produced 
as we raise potatoes or Ccabbages, and without sex, the 
saintly-purity stand might be reached ; but as long as man 
is born of woman, selfish, ungrateful man will teke advan- 
tage of woman's loving, trusting, and confiding nature and 
Misuse and abuse it at times. The only thing that can be 
done towards remedying this great evil is to educate man up 
to a standard of manhood where he will consider it the low- 
est and basest cowardice to take undue advantage of woman’s 
confidence in man, and teach woman how to guard againat 
the evil consequences and undesired results of a compulsory 
and unballowed association with man. : 

Here is the primary cause of nine-tenths of the. misery 
and wretchedness of humanity, and unfortunately, as yet, 
the purity party who strive to ignore these stubborn facts 
hav and do exercise the legal power to say to mankind, ‘You 
may experlment and familiarize yourself all you want to 
with the laws regulating the sexes of the lower animals, but 
you must and shall not investigate the sexual laws of your 
own species." : 

Here is the great Secret in a nutshell, and this vital ques- 
tion, although not openly acknowledged, is what is causing 
a final separation of the short-sighted sheep from the prac- 
tical bobtail goats in the Liberal folds, and every true lover 
of his race will rejoice in getting clear of the encumbrance. 

It is the sacred duty of every honest man and woman who 
has any regard for the welfare of the human race to make 
a determined effort against this fiendish and tyrannical sup- 
pression of knowledge and information throwing light on 
this highly important subject. You will be denounced by 
the purity shriekers as ‘‘rag-tags and bobtails ;" you will be 
called uncultured, ignorant, obscene, and vulgar, but if you 
honestly and sincerely desire the relief of humanity from 
the evils alluded to you will pay no attention to the bleatings 
of the silly, timid sheep. : WE 

Mr. Bennett is now incurring the wrath of the hypocrit- 
ical hyenas who delight in keeping mankind in ignorance 
for his manly defense of the rights and liberties of human- 
ity. It is our duty to assume our share of that great re- 
sponsibility by openly declaring our determination to do 
‘what we can to put a stop to this injurious, hypocritical 
nonsense. 

Especially do I wish to call the attention of those honest 
sons of toil who sweat over the forge, shove the jackplane, 
and follow the plow, to what Mr. Bennett has done for 
them through Tux TRUTH SEEKER in giving them whole- 
some Liberal instruction in his plain, common-sense style, 
which is now, by the kid-gloved Liberals, culled vulgarity, 
and you, with the rest of us, are styled “rag-tag” and 
“ bobtails" Sustain Tux TRUTA BEEKER and uphold the 


fearless champion of your rights. A. Lonny. 


JAMESTOWN, Cor., Jan. 11, 1880. 
D. M; BENNETT, Dear Sir: As I am not a good letter 
writer please accept my indorsement of the best sentiments 
written in your behalf in the columns of Tum TRUTH 
SrEXxR. The only regret I hav after perusing your paper 
every week is that there are not thirty-two pages instead of 
Sixteen, even if the price were doubled. However, your let- 
ters and Mr. Leland's are well worth the present price if 
there were no more. There is only one thing needed to 
enhance the value of Tug TRUTH SEEKER, and that is an 
article from the pen of Col. Ingersoll every week. Accept 
my kind regards, and I hope vou may liv fifty years yet to 

conduct TuE TRUTH SEEKER. JAMES MORRISON. 


Reno, Pa., Jan. 11, 1880. 
D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: lhav been a reader of your 
valuable paper for over a year, and am now a subscriber, 
and intend to remain one as long asit is conducted as at 
present. I think it never was better, As for your stepping 
down and out I say no. A man that has the honesty to con- 
feas his error as you did cannot be too highly esteemed. I 
know how to sympathize with you, for I hav been the vic- 
tim of too much Christly love. Iam one of the parties that 
refused to pay ten dollars to help support an idle minister 
to come here once in every two weeks and advocate views I 
despise. Asia consequence, Iam now working on three- 

fourths time. Yours, Wa. Counson. 


Oax Riber, Mo., Jan. 12, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir; The old Christian 
time-keeper marks 1880, and I find myself a poor old man 
marking sixty-two; a recipient, however, of the cultured 
and moral Indez to the tune of two of the **5,000 extras,” 
laden with extra morals and sweetened with Christian 
modesty. Is it not to be feared that Abvot and Bundy, in 
their combined thirst for good morals and human decency, 
may thrust their proboscis through the crust of the earth 


: and extract the seven thousand miles of molten matter, 


us all in the direction of Ward's. ducks and granny’s tea- 
pot? For fear, I advise all tag-rag and bobtail to provide 
themselves with kid-gloves, that they may save their hands 
from the debris. - d 

Come what will, send me the rough TRUTH SEEKER to 
the extent of the inclose bit of steak from Aaron's calf. 
If earth remain, and I stay on top, and old Sol continues to 
dispense light and heat, when the amount is exhausted, I 
8hall pick the flint and try it again. : 

To the family of truth-seekers, I greet you alla Happy 
New Year. l . M. J. HINES. 


: SourEz BARRE, Jan. 19, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, now of Albáuy, by neglect of President 
Hayes, and he knowing said Bennett to be guilty of no 
crime, and having been petitioned by two hundred thousand 
American citizens—a number before unknown in our his- 
tory—to be set at liberty, and yet heeds not the request. 
What language, many are asking, can be used in condemna- 
tion of Hayes for such inhuman neglect and contemptible 
truckling to priestcraft? 

I voted for Hayes, and hope Mr. Bennett will forgive me. 
I do not expect God will, for he cannot forgive sin. If the 
leader of a party will neglect to adjust such flagrant wrongs 
as has been done to Bennett only to gratify the church, then 
what may we not look for to re-elect the present inners? I 
did belong to the. Republican party until their conduct be- 
came too glaring. Never in our country has a party favored 
personal and private ends or wants as the present one. 
think the time is not far distant when justice and necessity 
will demand a change. 
leaders to organize. 

I hav been West for the last two months, and wherever I 
went 1l found a growing displeasure among the people and 
less and less confidence in Hayes, Many church-members 
are surprised at his course with Bennett. He is overdoing 
for Christ at the expense of justice and liberty. AM 

I am more and more convinced that the R.-P. Journal 
is not what the people want on this or the other side. Act- 
ing for their interest some years since in securing patrons, 
I was not a little surprised on having some come to me 
and show me charges from the office against them for not 
paying when they did, for ] received the money from them 
and sent it to the R.-P. Journal office. This of course 
placed me in a very unpleasant position, implying, of 
course, that I had not sent the money. I called for an 
explanation and requested my paper stopped. After a long 
time I received an explanation that all was right, But that 
was nothing compared with the R.-P. Journals attaek.on 
Bennett in prison; it isso cowardly. Weill, it is said God 
hates cowards, and we hope. the people will learnto. I 
think Bundy is jealous of TBE Trouts SEEKER, for he 
knows hundreds of Spiritualists are taking it. Ihav taken 
it from the beginning. I hope the paper will survive, and I 
shall do all I can for it. Please find inclosed $5 and place 
the same to my credit, and oblige yours, 

M. B. Dz Lano. 


DANSVILLE, MıcH., Nov. 26, 1879. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: As Mr.. Bennett, in 
his ‘Fourth Letter from Albany," expresses a desire that 
all of the patrons of his paper giv their views with regard 
to his continuing his connection with THE TRUTH SEEKER 
(of course he means on his release from prison), as one of 
the subscribers, I will only answer for myself. aM 

First, I hav no fault to find with the management of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER since Mr. Bennett’s sentence and incarcera- 
tion last June, yet I would like very much to see or know 
that the old hero was restored to liberty and in his sanctum 
managing his own business in his own way like any other 
free-born American citizen. 

- I must say I admire Mr. Bennett’s open, frank, manly, 
and honest manner in treating the subject out of which 
Abbot and Bundy are trying to make so much capital, and 
that, too, while Mr. Bennett is confined in a Christian 
prison and unable to defend himself. Such defamers of 
Character and under such circumstances! Why, if the 
whole vault of heaven were one vast sheet of canvas, well 
prepared for the artist's brush, and earth one vast cauldron 
of paint, and the fabulous Angel Gabriel, or even Omnipo- 
tence himself, to handle the brush, they could not do jus- 
tice to such characters as Abbot and Bundy. It is utterly 
impossible to paint the character of the slanderer, either 
with pen or brush, and do the subject anything like justice. 
Itis quite probable that if the little peccadilloes of those two 
immaculate, pure, and withal cultured gentlemen’s lives were 
laid open to public gaze, they would not be held in aay 
higher estimation, even by the elect, than most other people. 

But keep Tux TRUTH SEEKER alive. If I had the means 
I would cheerfully do more than my share; but, unfortu- 
nately for myself and the cause of liberty, I am very poor 
in this world’s goods. You hav my best wishes and sym- 
pathy in the good cause to which your noble paper is so 
faithfully devoted. Butto Mr. Bennett I would say, Cheer 
up, old hero; better men than you in the Christian world's 
estimation hav smiled on woman. Old King David, the 
** man after God's own heart,” had to kill Uriah in order to 
carry out his designs in regard to Mrs. Uriah. And even 
Christ himself is reported to hav smiled on the fair sex, or 
atleast to hav entertained them very kindly; and last of 
all, but not the least, the God-ordained and immaculate 
Beecher is reported to hav been very soft on à Woman not 
his own. I venture to say that if Mr, Bennett had been a 
member of a popular Christian church he might hav been 
guilty of ten times a8 much as he now confesses to, and had 
he made as clean a breast of it as he did, the church would 
hav elevated him tothe topmost round in the ladder of fame 
for meekness and honesty. In fact, it would hav been the 
making of his fortune in this world and a sure passport to 
the next. : 

In conclusion, Mr. Editor, giv the twain, Abbot and 
Bundy, plenty of rope, and it will only be a question of 
time when they will eventually hang themselves. 

Yours for the broadest liberty, E. J. SMITH. 


MARIPOSA, CAL., Jan. 12, 1880. 

Mr. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I send you P. O. order 
for five dollars—three to renew my subscription to the 
paper for this year, and the two dollars is my promise to 
p&y twenty-five cents a month from the time you were sent 
to prison. 

Now, friend Bennett, you said in your ''Fourth Letter 
from Albany” that you wanted to hear from all Liberals, 
and if they wished you to step down and out from the edi- 
torship of THE TRUTH IBEEXER. I, for one, say, Goon, 1 
hav talked with a good number of Liberals in thig part of 
the country, and I hav not seen one but says he thinks more 
of you since that outspoken, manly confession than before. 
I and all whom I hav talked with are of the opinion that 
Abbot, Bundy & Co. would, in such a situation, hav fallen 


jhen, in moral rage, kick the shell to fragments and send | back behind a breastwork of lios, As for myself, Abbot, 


The people are ready, We want |. 


Bundy & Co. are too mean and contemptible to talk about. 
There are not enough words in the English language to 
express my contempt for all their kind. Cowards, sneaks, 

and all that, is drawing it very mild. : H 
You must be of good cheer, old man; you are now on 
the home-stretch. Don’t worry. I hope the cold winter 
will slide by and spring will congé and find you healthy and 
strong. And the first day of May may be the happiest May 
Day you ever saw in your life. Rs 

Yours for the cause of justice, now and till death, . 

§. L. Hogan. 


HARRISBURG, OR., Dec. 26, 1879. 
Mr. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I hav attentively read the 
details of your persecution, with a full exhibit of the tor- 
rents of cowardly malignity that hav been aimed sgainst 
you. I was pained upon the reading of your confession, 
but found ample compensation in its pre-eminent candor, 
cogency, and heroism. I now know more of the native 
power and nobility of your, mind. I pledge the cordial 
hand to you and the Liberals everywhere. Our cause is 
imperative. It is the only rational exponent of the interests 
and rights of man. False theology has ever been the prolific 
source of ignorance, superstition, war, and tyranny. Away 
with it. I here speak for myself, as well as for the inclosed 
list of renewal and new substribers for your brave and racy 
paper. Success to the champions of knowledge, liberty, and 
happiness! Respectfully, J. C. SNODGRASS. 


RccHESTER, MINN., Jan. 12, 1880. 

Eprrog TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: You are doing a noble 
work, as seen by your increasing list of subscribers. It is 
arousing thousands from the lethargy into which they hav 
fallen by beipg able to read both sides and note the injustice 
done D. M. Bennett. . Once break through the bitter preju- 
dices of tbe people and giv them something ‘‘ new under the 
sun" to explain and reason upon, and they are on the road 
ef progression, which, to me, seems limitless. 

The request of H. L. Green in reference to Mrs. E. D. 
Slenker is a very thoughtful one. I hav forwarded my mite. 
Such able writers ought to be kept busy. noa 

This city, with à population of five thousaud, and no less 
than a dozen churches, cannot afford a Liberal League 
organization yet, nor does it sustain a Liberal lecturer. è 
hav a reading-room, but papers like Tae TRUTH SEEKER, 
Banner of Light, and Mind and Matter are not to be found 
there, I would like to ask why reading rooms and libraries 
are closed on Sundays? Isthere anything immoral in going 
there to read ? Thatis the only day laboring people hav 
the time to spare. Custom seems to me wrong, and the 
sooner obliterated the better for humanity. I want to urge 
the necessity of women thinking and reasoning more for 
themselves—learning the laws governing their physical and . 
spiritual bodies, for it is said we hav two. 

Inclosed find $1.50, for six months’ subscription. Wish- 
ing for TRE FRUTA SEEKER many years of usefulness and 
the early release of D. M. Bennett, I am, for reform, f 

: Mas. FLonENCE W. Fox. 


; l LANCASTER, Wis., Jan. 1880.’ 

DEAR FRIENDS : I think it an outrage the way Mr. Ben- 
nett has been treated.. I subscribed for your paper when it 
was first started at Paris, Ill., and hav taken it ever since, 
and would take it for a thousand' years if I could liv that 
long and hav money to pay for it. d 

I hope friend Bennett will soon be released from prison, 
where he was put Without any cause whatever, and enjoy 
the liberty which he has been 80 unjustly deprived of, 

Inclosed you will please find dratt for five dollars, three to 
pay my subscription for THE TRUTH SEEKER for 1880, the 
other two to be used to pay expenses in battling against your 
enemies or as you see fit. Your friend, as ever, 

Joun WooLsTENHOLME. 


3 Hypu Park, Maes., Jan. 17, 1880. 

EDITOR oF Tug TRUTH SEEKER : 1 regard Mr. Bennett as 
a truth seeker, a truth speaker, and a doer of righteousness. 
Now that he, like many an ancient worthy, is in prison, I 
would speak to and for him words of truth and tenderness. 
For no evil deed of his own is he now suffering. He is à 
martyr to truth aud liberty. To many honest people he is 
now a rock of offense ; but the offense is not in him but in 


themselves. His day of rejoicing and theirs of repentance, 
as I believe, will yet come. I greet him as a brother be- 
loved. 


I wish to subscribe for one copy of "The Gods and 
Religions of Ancient Times," mentioned in Mr. Bennett'8 
sixth letter from Albany. Yours fraternally, A. E. GILES, 


PITISBURGH, PA., Jan. 19, 1880. 

Mrs. D. M. Bennetr: I hav thought several times of 
writing Mr. Bennett, personally, a letter of sympathy, but I 
understand from one of: his letters from ‘‘ Behind the Bars " 
that he has been supplied with so many that I hated to 
bother him, as he still complains about his head ; butIhope . 
he will be able to hold out until his time is out, and that he , 
may liv long enough to see the result of his incarceration for | 
trying to do good 1n his own way to his fellow-man. I hav ' 
perused his letters carefully and am satisfied that he has not 
wronged any one ; but I am not his judge to pass sentence © 
in his case, What has any one to do with another's. private 
business ? I hope he will still keep up his courage and be - 
ot good cheer. I know he has quite a number of friends in 
Pittsburgh—more than he had a year ago—and they are 
still on the increase. I hav in my own way distributed 
quite a number of last year's TRUTH SEEKERS, with good 
results, I know of some who hav by that means subscribed 
for the paper. ] 

Friend Macdonald, I hav à good word for you for your 
perseverance and manly assistance in keeping the paper 
going 80 well in the absence of our friend Bennett. I hope: 
you will stick to your. post until he is able once more to take 
the lead. IJ say you hav done well Let Bundy and all. his 
kind goto grass. They are like mud—the more you meddle . 
with 1t the dirtier you get. I hope to join with some more. 
Liberals to giv Mr. Bennett some pecuniary aid on his 
departure from his present abode. I got over sixty names 
to a petition for the release of Mr. Bennett, and was sorry 
that like the others it failed to hav the desired effect. 

Inclosed please find a post-office order for ten dollars, five 
as per what five dollars will do to renew my subscription, 
for THE TRUTH SEEKER for 1880 and Viscount Amberley’s 
** Analysis of Religious Belief,” three to pay for Mr, Ben- 
nett’s new book, “The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
Times," when ready, and the other two for Mr. Bennett's 
fund. With the best of wishes to you all, and especially 
Bro. Bennett’s health and the prosperity of TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER, I am yours respectfully and truly, 

JACOBUS JOSEPHUS, 


The Truth Secker, January 31, 1889. 


ZZ 


e aA fi As 2€ 


Irvine, Minx., Jan, 10, 1880. ! ` 


Dear Sir : I want you to send a copy of your paper, 80 
as to find out the subscription price. I might hav taken, 
stock in the JL-P.Journal a few days ago but for a dirty, 
malicious editorial on the unfortunate Bennett, for whom I | 
hav & profound esteem. That paper is sinking in popular 
estimation every day by its pestilent overtures for Christian | 
recognition and approval, especially in the minds of Liberal | 
men ; and its assumed championship of a purely orthodox 
morality is rather ''fishy" for intelligent acceptance. lt 
may need all the aid it can get to exist in its role of arch- 
inquisitor. It is too bad toseethe columns of a Freethought 
paper prostituted to revengeful uses, which can only awaken 
disgust and hate in the minds of disinterested people. 


Yours truly, Wm. G. JEBB, 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Jan. 1, 1880. | 
DEAR BROTHER BENNETT: Little more than a year has | 
passed away since I first saw a copy of THE TRUTH SEEKER 
and became acquainted with your agent here, Mr. Emerson, 
from whom l purchased several of your Liberal books. 
From first to last I hav taken a very deep interest in the 
paper, &nd still greater anxiety for your personal welfare. 
It is very true that I hav had much grief and. sorrow in con- 
sequence of your unmerited and dreadful persecutions and 
incarceration, but most of all for the wicked, cruel, un- 
timely assaults upon your private character ; but I am truly 
thankful that the noble champion of truth and his glorious 
paper still survive. 


Long may both liv and flourish and wave 
In a land of the free and a home of the brave. 


The word “ truth” is dearer to me than any other word| Mr, Eugene Ma 


in our language. It is peculiarly adapted toa Liberal paper. 
The Sun, Banner ef Light, and many others, are very sug- 
estive, but none seem to me as appropriate as Tux ‘TRUTH 
REKER. During the past year circumstances hav trans- 
pired to prove that the man who chose this title for his paper 
has regard, reverence, and love for truth—to him more pre- 
cious than liberty, or éven his very life itself. Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER should be universally patronized for its impartiality 
and justice no less than for its advocacy of truth. It givs 
pro and con with equal fairness ‘on every subject, which no 
other paper in America Can equally boast. For these reasons 
I patronize, read, mark, learu, and inwardly digest it, and 
truly love and admire it and its heroic and manly editor and 
proprietor, But what can I say in favor of your opponents, 
persecutors, and defamers? Here allow me to contrast the 
. Opposing parties. i 

I perceive that the party of persecutors anà defamers are 
not either truth seekers or truth speakers. ‘I'he proof of 
this is found in a careful perusal of your unanswerable 


'. reply. Asa “truth speaker” you are noted by all true 


Liberals for veracity, and you need not fear that your repu- 

- tation will suffer in the least from the falsehoods of your 
‘would-be assassins. You stand acquitted of all guilty 
intentions in the minds of all lovers aud champions of truth. 
"The poisoned arrows of slander not only fall harmless at 
the brave old truth seeker’s feet, but they also infinitely 
increase your fame by Contrasting truth and falsehood. I 
was never more pleased than while perusing your answer to 
those incarnate fiends, Abbot, Bundy & Co. ‘Their char- 
acters now appear more infamous, if possible, than they 
ever appeared before. T. C. Leland’s article in Tas TRUTA 
SEEKER of December 20th, 1879, has the ring of pure metal. 
well calculated to put Abbot, Bundy, and the rest on the 
stool of repentance, I hope it will hav that effect. I am 
decidedly of the opinion that you hav been sufficiently Com- 
stocked, Benedicted, Haysed, and almost crazed, for all 
practical purposes, without the addition of being Bundied 
and Abboted to death. I believe that you hav told the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. With no crimi- 
nal intentions, your fault was the sin of omission, evidently 
not of commission; therefore, we unhesitatingly pronounce 
the verdict of ** Not guilty.” 

I conclusion I beg to offer a little gratis advice to all who 
hav had their fingers 

In those delicious pies, 
Bundy and Abbot lies. 

First. Dear truth speaker, if you had gone and done it, 
you would not hav been exposed and persecuted. ; therefore, 
be advised, and do 80 no more. 

Second. ` We advise that ‘young virgin" to go to the 
priest and make a true Confession of all ber sins; then ‘* go 
and sin no more." Surely, * that's what's the matter with 
Hannah!” i 

Third. We advise Bundy, Abbot & Co, to take a little. 
rest. Their characters are buried so deep in infamy that 
they never can possibly be resurrected. Their *'truth- 
loving" subscribers should now desert them and patronize 
‘THE TRUTA SEEKER for truth’s sake, ; 

Fourth. We advise Ioquisitor-General Comstock to repent 
and truly reform ; otherwise, when he arrives at Hades, the 
“ unconverted,” whom he boasts of having sent into eter- 
nity, ‘tin their blood and in their sins," will get their 
revenge and satisfaction by poking him in the fire with red- 

. hot pitchforks forever, as they ought to do. à : 

Fifth. We advise Judge Benedictto go into someinnocent, 
harmless, useful occupation; for example, take hold of a 
plow-bandle, and in future follow plowing, which would 
be infinitely more honorable than to condemn so many inno- 
cent, helpless victims to jails, fines, dungeons, and would-be 
fires. 

Sixth. We advise President Hayes to redeem his adminis- 
tration and immortalize his name by performing a simple 
act of justice before he loses the opportunity forever. 

Seveuth. We advise all our law-makers to perform a lus- 
tration, Do keep within the bounds of the Constitution and 
annul all-laws contrary thereuato, and, aa in duty bound, we 
will every pray. 

Bro. Bennett, I beg to be considered one among your true 
friends. Allow me to assure you of my increasing regard 
and esteem, and also to express the hope that you will out- 
live the prejudices and wrongs of all- who, without any just 
cause, still continue their cruel, merciless, unprovoked, 
unrelenting persecutions. May God hav mercy upon their 
souls! 

I close by sincerely Wishing you a prosperous and a happy 
New Year. I hav ane Honor to be, m Latte 

ry respectfully, fraterna and truthruliy yours, 
Very roop » x E, N. KINGSLEY, 


PERSECUTION CONTINUED. 


Belief thatthe Lord by himself was created. 
Is very essential to keep man from hell; 
Indeed. did God know that mankind were al! fated 
In unending torture and anguish to dwell? 


Did Jesus forsee that by his crucifixion 
But one out of thousands to glory will go ? 
To Greeks this is foolishness, fable, and fiction 
Both truth and philogophy prove that is so. 


[handful of Liberals be ready on the day 
commemorate the event, and publicly protest against 8, Bundy! I remain, 


“Will God's love permit man’s eternal: erditi i 
Will the most learned Christian be eed LOTO 
Uan this be the deity's highest ambition ? 
The devil outwitted God. Who can tell why ? 


There's nothing in all the vast bounds of formation 
Givs proof of a dogma so clearly absurd 

As inflpite punish ment—endless damnation— 
-And found nowhere else but in God's holy Word! 


God made sinful man, sinful man made money; 
st his nursery rhyme should be laid on the shelf; 
Tis not very logical but ’tis very funny 
How God out of nothing created himself! - 


God also made Satan, and Satan made sinning 
And God made mankind both to plow aud drink tea; 
God also made pigs in the very heginoiug; 


g; 
God, Ohrist, drowned the devils and swine in the sea. 


Now, all things do truly exist by formation, . 
And nothing was ever created. is true; 

Whoever made hell and eternal damnation, 
Alas! should hav found something better to do. 


God never could keep his dear children’s heads level, 
So down to the bottomless pit they must go, 

And all unbelievers must off to the devil - 
And always be roasted in brimstone below. 


But bloodthirsty Ohristians already forgivan, . 
Who murdered vast millions of their fellow-men, 
F-ith made them all saints, sent those demons to heaven ; 
You eall this God's grand philosophical plan. 


Go open your dungeons, you heathen believers, 
And let your pocr victims once more see the sky; 
Oraeds, false and immoral; dupes, frauds, and deceivers; 
Yourselves and your gods and your fables will die. 


ply? 


Locust Bayou, ARK,, Dec. 15, 1879. 
CDONALD, Esq., Dear Sir: The Bible 
says, “There is more joy over one sinner that repenteth,” 
etc. I think that. poor encouragement for a person to be 
strictly honest and upright to hav nothing to repent of ; but 
still I like Mr. Bennett’s manly confession. He made a 
clean breast of it, and I forgive him, 1t is much better than 
denying it and smoothing it over. ] 

I wish to congratulate you on the management of THE 
TRUTH BEEEKER while its editor is lying.in his cold and 
lonesome cell We ought to get up an indignation meeting 
against that part of a man, Hayes, for his non-interferenve 
in Mr. Benneti's behalf. My respects to Mrs. Bennett. She 
must be of good cheer, Please find inclosed three dollars, 
my subscription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER for the year 1880. 

: Yours truly, JouN H. HASLAM. 


Hann, Mics., Dec. 18, 1879. 
EDITOR TRUTH Seeker, Dear Sir: 1 see in your paper of 
November 20th, ** Anthony Comstock: His Career of Cru- 
elty and Cri-ne,” for 25 cents. Please find stamps inclosed 
and send it to me. I think it is just what I want for this 
neighborhood. Things are not as they were a year ago. in 


-| domolish the statue of liberty. `.. 


government stained with the crime of 1mprisoning an honest 
man in the interests of sects, of tampering with the mails of 
free citizens, the taxation of the people to support church 
‘interest, and all the doings of the enemies of freedom to 
Not that the dead and their great works are of any less 
interest than ever, but the living and the stirring events of 
the present time, profoundly significant as they are of what 
is yet to be, sre greater. _ : i 

Liberals, Spiritualists, progressive Christians, all who 
value the principle of toleration bequeathed to us by our 
sires of '76, call and arrange the meetings, Let D. M. 
Bennett, the man of to-day, who is the representative of our 


j crushed liberties, hav a greeting of remembrance, as he 


passes out of his cell, from all over the land, such as has 
never been given the eafranchised. before—solemn, ear- 
nest, honest, intense, and alive with premonition of our 
future, ‘The voice of the people is the voice of God." 

. Many Kersey Boozer. 


D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: We hav not forgotten you. 
We are still with you ia svmpathy, and shall continue to do 
all we can to keep Ths TauTER SEEKER from going down 
under the Abbot and Bundy wave of virtue. Your position 
is grand. I'm glad you hay taken it. You display a general- 
ship worthy the name of a reformer You hav displayed 
two virtues at least—sincerity and fortitude, both cardinal, 
Sincerity, the grand virtue which deals plainly, without dis- 
guise, falsehood, or hypocrisy. Candidly, as Knowing yout 
error (if sgo it be), you take the chastisement with a fortitude 
which says, ** It tis Just, submission’s here; I'm in the dust.” 

We claim the right to question these very virtuous gentle- 
men as to whose business it is to define another man’s Virtue. 
‘Emerson says: ‘‘ Many a reformer perishes in his removal 
of rubbish, and that makes the offensiveness of the class. 
They are partial; they are not equal to the worst; they 
pretend they lose their way in their assault on the kingdom 
of darkness, they expend all their energy on some acciden- 
tal evil and lose their sanity and power to benefit.” 

We might ask, Is it virtue to kick a fellow-editor wheu 
he is down? Is it virtue to bribe ? Isit virtue to corrupt 
language by calling a fellow-mortal ugly names? Of all of 
which our frien-1s Abbot and Bundy hav been guilty. But 
"tis human to err, 8o we look upon their shortcomings as we 
would on any other mortals,’.oaly we ask these few simple 
questions to remind them of the fact that vice and virtue 
are with us according to our surroundings and Organisms, 
and our ability to do good or bad has no bearing as to what is 
good or bad. One pleasing thought presents itself to me as 
I contemplate the dawn of a new era, in which men and 
women Will allow one another to stand alone; an age of 
glorios individualism, wherein there will be no incentive 
to hide the true character of individual communities ; no 
governments, where each and all will be a law unto himeelf. 


this place. It isas the old Dutchman said: ‘‘ The sooner 
vot a man livs in dis vorld, the more he finds, by Jesus 
Christ, right avay oud!” Yours truly, Omas. V. WARREN. 


HiLLSDALRE, O., Nov. 26, 1879. 
FRIRND BENNETT: In reply to your letter, published in 
THE TRUTH SEEKER last week, I would say: Two years 
ago, having heard the ‘ Open Letter to Jesus Christ” read 
aloud, I made the remark, ‘That paper should be stopped.” 
Now, since then, I hav changed my ideas concerning those 
things. I hav been for some years a truth-seeker, mechan- 
ically also being a watchmaker. I hav been a subscriber to 
your paper a short time, but I prize it very highly, In re- 
gard to the Jate attack on your character, Iam surprised 
and completely disgusted to think that men who pretended 
to be friends to the Liberal cause should so basely attack 


One of its most earnest and zealous supporters for so trifling | 


a matter. And if our old friend has been a little imprudent, 
ig not every man liable to be inclined a little that way at 
least once in hia lifetime? I propose that the President of 
tbe Liberal League accept not your resignation, which you 
offered, for I don’t think you hav done anything worthy the 
loss of our highest esteem and confidence. I hope that 
every truth-seeker will early respond an emphatic No, THE 
TRUTH SESKER shall not be stopped. 
H. A. BornEx. 


Yours in sympathy, 
Basco, ILL., Jan. 2, 1880, 

DEAR FRIEND BENNETT: The tenets of the Christian re- 
ligion command its devotees to forgive their enemies ; then 
we Liberals, shall we not forgive our friends for their little 
peccadilloes, especially when they confess and repent? Why 
yes, certainly, we forgive you, old warrior, and we want to 
keep you at the head of the army of the Liberals of this 
country to marshal our forces and lead them to victory and 
success, 

Yes, sir, I for one say continue to be editor of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, the most radical, the most sensible, and the most 
fearless opponent of religious superstitions and falsehoods. 
TuE TRUTA SEEKER came to my notice at its birth, and I 
liked its countenance and character, and I befriended it 
from the first number until now, and hope to continue to do 
80 as long as it keeps at its work of truth seeking, 

I hope the Liberals of the country will uphold and keep 
alive THe TRUTH SEEKER, the most potent weapon they 
hav to oppose the hordes of orthodox hypocrites, and come 
to its support according to their means. 

I send to-day six dollars for one year's subscription, My 
dear friend, I feel very indignant at those rogues, scoun- 
drels, and religious hypocrites who forced you into a felon’s 
cell among thieves and murderers; and still more indignant 
with the 
to liberate you, When he knows full well that you committed 
no crime at all, and keeps you there by the order and under 
the direction of the Pharisaical, jesuitical priestcraft, I hope 
and libe to suppose that your keepers hav some sense of 
humanity and honor, not to treat you as a Criminal but as a 
victim of religious persecution. I think when President 
Hayes will leave the White House for home ne will still 
feel the pangs of burning 8hame, especially when he meets 
a Liberal friend, if he has any, for not having done right 
toward a persecuted fellow-citizen. 

The few Liberals in this neighborhood sympathize with 


you will come out all right. — 
Yours, for the extirpation of error and wrong, 
JOHN DIDIER. 


, Grann Rarips, Micu,, Jan. 19, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH ÜBEEKER: The Paine celebrations now 


coming very soon suggest an idea, which if acted on Tux TRUTH BEEEKER. 
| with energy, in real live earnest, will present a front to the soon, as I think it thu ne plus ultra of Liberal papers. 
! enemy and kindle a flame of general interest that will strike , Their are many books on your list that I would like to hav 
| w 


ith awe and power. 
It our hero livs to pass those bars, let every League and 
of his release to 


resident of the United States, who has the power | 


We shall neither blame nor praise unduly when the mist 
has cleared away. Then will the pseudouyms '' vice” and 
** virtue? be struck. from the vocabulary of expression. 
Virtue is that beautiful trait of character which sees no 
evil in a fauity organization, covering the defects with that 
Chaste robe of charity whose ample folds '' covereth a mul- 
titude of sins," i 

I trust every reader of Tar TRUTH SEEKER will help by 
word and deed to assist ia carrying out the good work of 
D, M. Bennett. The fruit of his labor should be enough 
to stir them to action. The old treeof Liberalism is grafted 
largely with the fruits of the labor of D. M. Bennett. They 
cannot make an abortion of his life-work. He has done too 
much; the cause needs him. Make the burden as light as 
you.can or him while the American Bastile holds him be- 
hind the bars. 

O. D. Phelps, of Kansas City, concluded a course of lec- 
tures at this place a few days ago. We would recommend 
him to the friends in Kausas, as he is now in the fleld'as a 
Liberal lecturer. He is a genial and scientiflc gentleman 
and a pleasant speaker. He left us minus his Bible, a woll- 
marked volume, to which he referred as a monitor of evil, 
He left it in the schoolhouse, where it was found by the 
Christian teacher, who, I presume, subjected the poor book 
to cremation in honor of his departure, which was hailed 
with gladness by our Christian friends, whose eggs 
“ would’nt rot,” so they said. E. BALL. 


LEADVILLE, Cor, Nov. 27, 1879. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I hav just finished reading 
your " Fourth Letter from Albany," of the 16th inst, and 
it makes my blood boil with indignation at the wrongs 
heaped upon you. I realize that ‘although you are slightly 
disfigured you are still in the ring” and able to deal some 
sturdy blows, right and left, to your enemies, who seem 
bent on crushing you, And now, as one of the jury 
referred to in your letter, I pronounce you not guuty. 
Long may Tue TRUTH SEEKER wave, and long may D. M, 
| Bennett liv to direct it, is the wish of your friend, 
F. H, Moors. 


CABERY, ILL. 

Eprron TRUTH SEEkER: I was rummaging through my 
papers just now, trying to find a copy of my pamphlet 
entitled ** Women’s Rights and Mén's Wrongs,” but I can- 
not raise it. Send me a copy, for which find pay inclosed. 
I want to re-write the essay and put it into,my dime course 
of lectures. 7 . 

Poor old Bro, Bennett ! how does he get along ? Ido 
hope he keeps up his spirits while grinding out those thir- 
teen months of unrighteous imprisonment, all for mailing 
that dry and sleepy ‘‘ Cupid’s Jokes," I would call it, iu- 
stead of *' Yokes.” 

'I'hat love-letter boom which his enemies got up against 
him has, like the boomerang, recoiled most gloriously upon 
those who sent it forth, Bro. Bennett, the noble old Roman 
that he is, is too great, too good, and too honest to try to 
hide or to cover up anything, while all the critical world 
around him is doing nothing else. He shirks no responai- 
bilities and keeps nothing back, but puts the worst side out. 
"He just throws the doors and windows of his soul wide 
open and invites a scandal-loving world with sniffing 
nose to Walk in, and look and smeli around to its heart’s 


you for your unfortunate present situation, but we hope content. If open confession is good for the soul, then the 


soul of the brother must be as white as snow. But oh, 

don’t I bate a nasty, dirty, plotting, black-mailing woman 
l anyhow ? JOHN SYPHERS, 
: Wrst FAIRVIEW, Pà., Jan. 18, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed find $2, part due on 

I hope to be able to send you more 


' and hope to be so circumstanced soon to gratify my desire 
in that way. Hav been a subscriber to the 32... Journal 
eight years, but it hag got too pure for me. Poor little 

b Yours, J, G, May. 


Ty WM 
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The Golden Calf. 
BY CHARLES F, ORMSBY. 


The Israelites had journeyed on 
Through many a mile of sand; 

They had left their homes where they were born 
In search of the promised land. i 


Jewel3.of gold, and silver, and brass, 
Jewols of copper and tin, 


They had borrowed from their friends of the 


Exzyptian class, 
But their friends were well taken in. 


Those jawels that were loaned were never re- 


turned, 
For you see it was not to be, 


For the parties that loaned them were nearly all 


drowned 
While trying to eross the Red Sea. 


But what was the value of their jewels now, 
As they glittered in the rays of the sun? 
A barrel of gold would not buy a cow, 
Nor even a Springfie:d gun. 


What cared they now for their jewels of gold ? 
For their jawels of silver and brass ? 

They wanted a leader both brave and bold, 
And for their herds they wanted grass. 


Moges, their leader, had gone up the hill, 
He had gone up to talk with the Lord;: 

He'd been gone many days and was absent still, 
And from him they'd not heard a word. 


They saw the lightniug and heard the thunder, 
And saw the thick, black clouds, 
And they looked and listened with fear and 
wonder 
As they gathered together in crowds. 


They remembered the plagues of darkness and 
blood : 
And the hailstorm in Egypt’s land, 
That slew the cattle wherever they stood, 
And the plague of lice-stricken sand. 


They remembered the plagues of locusts and 
frogs. 
And the slaying of Egypt's first-born, 
And they shook and trembled within. their 
"brogues" . : 
As they wondered where Moses had gone. 


They remembered the story of the burning bush 
That grew near Jethro's land; 

They remembered that water from a rock did 

gush . 

When Moses gave the command. 

Then they were reminded of Aaron’s rod, 
For Aaron was Moges’ brother, 

And they called upon Aaron to furnish a God. 
For they said, ‘‘We must hav another. 


_ We are ready to die for thee and thy rod, 


We are ready, if needs be, to rough it; 
But we certainly must and will hav a God, 
And our God shall hav a,prophet.” 


Then Aaron was pleased as he looked around; 
In his mind ali their gold he did measure, 
And he told them to make agreat heap on the 
ground : ; ! i 
With the whole of their golden treasure, 


Then the crowd did gather round his tent, 
Those sons of Isaac and Jacob; 

A very big heap each one of them meant 
To do his best to make up. 


The women they took the rings from their 
hands 
And also the rings from their noses; 
They were ready to obey their leader’s com- 
mands, 
For he was the brother of Moses. 


The rings from their ankles they did each of 
them kick, 
The buttons from their coat they did twist. 
Each man did take the gold chain from his 
neck 
And the bracelet he took from his wrist. 


A maiden fair, though she mourned the loss, 
Had determined that she’d do her part, 
So she gave up a chain, with a bright golden 
cross, ` 
She'd been wearing next to her heart. 


The farmer then sawed off both the brass knobs 

` From the ends of the horns of his ox, 

And declared it was one of tha very worst jobs 
He'd ever done for the contribution-box. 


A soldier fetched his epaulets, then, 

And was parting from them with sorrow, 
Baid Aaron, ” I don’t want them, my man, 

For they were made in Atterborough."* , 
When Aaron had obtained the whole of the 

gold, 

As he leaned upon his staff, 
Said he, Well now, upon my soul, 

We'll make a golden calf. 


Then Aaron at the gold did laugh 
As he threw it in the fire; 

But at last drew forth a golden calf; 
If you doubt it, just inquire. 


Then Aaron said, “ O Israel, 
What think ye of it, now? 

Come closer, that ye may view it well, 
This daughter of a cow.” 


And then they climbed upon its back 
And erawled between its feet, 

And gave it many a hearty smack 
And declared it couldn’t be beat, 


‘Said Aaron. "I took from you all of your 


watches 
And kindled a fire with lucifer matches, 
And I threw in your gold in several batches, 
And now you can see what a golden fire 
hatches. 


' Behold your God, oh, men of toil, 

That led you forth from Egypt's soil; 
Fallon your knees, and offer prayers, 

And you'll be relieved from all your cares.” 


Then the Israelites threw down their tents, 
And hung their clothing on the fence; 
Some did dance, eome ran about, ` 

Some did pray, and all did shout, 


. *Atterborough, Mass., once noted for its brass 
jewelry. 


Now while this folly Aaron instigates, 
He suddenly hears a crash, 

And turning around he sees the slates, 
Which Moses is trying to smash, 


While Aaron was tampering with the Israelites, 
Moses. himself was returning, . 

And now he has seen such horrible sights. 
That his face with anger is burning. 


Then Aaron did tremble and shake with fear 
And suid unto Moses, ""T wa'nt me;” 

And said that he was willing to pay for the beer, 
If Moses would just let him be, S 


Said he, “What I did was to prevent strife, 
For Y knew not what else to do, 
And I never would hav done such a thing in my 
life, : 
If I had known where to find you." 
Said Moses, ''Now rally unto me, all 
The men that are on the Lord’s side;” 
Then the Levites did quickly respond to his 


call, . 
For their folly they wanted to hide. 


And then the very next words that he Spoke 
Could be heard far out on the plain. 

** You need not tell me that this is a joke, 
Nor that you won't do so again. : 


Gird on your swords, my gallant band, 
Let each man smite his neighbor, 

And leave him gasping in the sand, 
With & death wound from the saber. 


Go up and down, throughout the camp, 
Slaying every man his brother, 

Till in the darkness and the damp, 
You can't tell which from ’tother. 


Let every man his companion slay, 
Spare neither old nor young, 

If I had rope enough this day, 
The waole erowd should be hung." 


Then was heard an awful crashing, 
Swords together were loudly clashing, 
Warriors here and there were dashing, 
And each other’s skulls were smashing, 


Then were heard loud cries of pain : 
From wounded people on the plain. 
Feeble moans and awful groans, 

From helpless people with broken bones, 


Three thousand men that day were killed,’ 
But the wounded they did notcount ; 

And with &nguish many a heart was filled, 
At the foot of Sinai’s mount. 


And then that golden calf was burned, 
So many a man supposes, 

And into powder then *twas ground, 
By order of Mr. Moses. E 


And that powder thon was mixed with water, 
And it made a golden chowder; 


-| And the people drank it after the slaughter, 


That mixture of water and powder. : 


. Then Moses climbed the mount again, 


As he had done before; 
And he brought down commandments ten, 
There were neither less nor. more. 


To read to them it needed cheek. 
Atthe foot of that great hill, 

To read the law of which I speak, 
That is, '' Thou shalt not kill.” 
Providence. R. I. 


Cook, the Cancer. 
: BY ALHAZA. | 
He dwells in a city, the " hub” of our planet; 
He poisons the land once delightful to views 
How oo the people, who make him their 
Ol, > 
The brain of & chicken, the soul of a Jew. 


He knows that the world is in misery sunken; - 
That goodness must bend to the powerful 
whim; ; 
He strikes not a blow at the heart of the evil, 
One Lundred a night is sufficient for him. 


He drives his gold chariot, pompous and 
wordy, ! 
Through every -old rut where mankind hav 
. beenled; 
He calis on the lightnings, all shivering with 
terror, 
If the “ felon” but turn in his feverish bed. 


But to find a new path, no, he has not the 
genius; 
He fears every stump, every hornet, and fly, 
Then bounds on the martyr and seeks to de- 
stroy him, z 
Who works for the nations, to heal them or 
die. : 
Now craft sits enthroned as American justice, 
But, freemen, oh say, shall it always be so? 
Then let the bald eagle fly back to his eyrie. 
While the vultures may gloat on their carrion 


below. : 
—— — 999 ————— 


Book Notice. 


How to LEARN SHORTHAND; The Steno- 
graphic Instructor. An Improved System 
of Shorthand Writing. Arranged specially 
for the use of those desirous of acquiring 
the art without the aid of a teacher ; being 
the simplest, most practical, and the best 
adapted for reporting. By Arthur M. 
Baker. 12mo, paper, 25 cents. 8. R. 
Wells &' Co., publishers, 737 Broadway, 
New York. For sale at this office. . 

- This is the latest manual published on the 

subject of shorthand writing. It does not 
propose to teach an entirely new and un- 
tried system, but is based on the best and 
most successful of the older stenographic 
(as distinguished from the purely phonetic) 
aystem of writing. The instruction is clear 
and readily understood from beginning to 
end, and ‘‘How to Learn Shorthand” 
ought to prove very useful to all engaged in 
literary work, or desirous of taking fuller 
notes of scientific lectures, etc., than they 
can possibly do with ordinary writing, no 
matter how much abbreviated. 


|. time. 


READ THIS LIST 


STANDARD WORKS. 


Pablished by D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., New York. 


"he World's Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers. By D. M. BENNETT, 
Editor of THE ‘RUTH SEEKER. Octavo; 


-| second edition; enlarged and revised. Being 


the biographies and important doctrines of 
the most distinguished teachers, philoso- 
phers, reformers, innovators, founders of 
new schools of thought and religion, disbe- 
lievers in current theology, and the deepest 


thinkers and most active humanitarians of 


the world, from Menu down through the 
succeeding three thousand years to our own 


rocen, gilt edges, $4.50, 
The Champions of the Church: 
Their Crimes and Persecutions. By 


| D. M. BENNETT. Biographical sketches of 


eminent Christians, from the time of the 
reputed founder of -Christianity to the 
present. A companion book to *''The 
World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” 
Containing a correct history of the distin- 


guished ornaments and diabolical characters 
of the church. A full account is given of 


the bloody wars which Christianity has in- 
humanly waged to spread its rule. It also 
givesa history of Jesuitism for three centu- 
ries. The whole is based upon Christian 
authorities. Price, cloth, $35 leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Analysis of Religious Belief. By 
Viscount AMBERLEY, son of Lord John 
Russell, who was twice Premier of England. 
Complete, from the London edition. This 
remarkable work has attracted unusual stien- 
tion in England. It is the work of a brilliant 
young lord of Christian parents, who was 
brought up in the Christian faith, but who, 


upon investigation and reflection, became a 
decided unbeliever ; the result of which is 


the elaborate work here named, the. prepara- 
tion of ‘which occupied him several years. 
Price, cloth, $3; leather, $43 morocco, 
git edges, $4.50. . 

The Great Works of Thomas 
Paine, Complete. New edition. The 
cheapest and best ever sold. Contains Life 
of Paine; his theological writings—the Age 
of Reason, Examination of ‘Prophecies, 
Reply to Bishop Llandaff, Letter to Mr. 
Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter to Camille 
Jordan, Of the Religion of Deism ; his po- 
litical Writings—Common Senge, The Crisis 
(Nos. I. to XVL inclusive), and The Rights 
of Man. AN in one octavo volume, with a 
fine steel portrait of Paine. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $4 ; morocco, gilt, $4.50. — 

Supernatural Religion: An tn- 
quiry into the Reality of Divine 
Revelation. | Decidedy the ablest work 
in this line ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
terest than this, lt was issued anonymously, 
and the great inquiry was, ‘‘Who is the 
author ?” “It is most damaging to the claims 
of Christianity, and its positions and state- 
ments have never been refuted by the clergy, 
It is very scholarly, and enters into the ex- 
amination of the original Greek in detail and 
with great exactness. Three 8vo volumes in 
one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 
which sells at $15.00. The London Times, 
in speaking of this.great work, uses this lan- 
guage : ‘‘ No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 
and effect on the thinking part of the com- 
munity as-this work. It has done more to 
open the eyes of the ignorant and credulous, 
and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and 
superstition, than any. other book.” Pub- 
lished complete in.a volume of 1,000 pages, 
with afullindex, a¥the following low prices: 
Cloth, $4; leather, $9; miorocco, gilt edges, 
$9.50. « 7 : 

Nature’s Revelations of Charac- 
ter; or, Physiognomy Illustrated. 
Being the mora! and volitive dispositions of 
mankind as manifested in. the human form 
and countenance, By Josera Simms, M.D. 
This work is the fruit of twenty years’ dili- 
gent. observation of nature, and presents a 
new and complete analysis and: classification 
of the powers of the human mind and body, 
together with the physiognomical signs. by 
which every faculty is disclosed, In one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 260 
cuts. Price, cloth, $33 leather, $4; mo- 
recco, gilt edzes, $4.50. k 
- Paine’s Theological Works. In 
one volume, Coniprising Age of Reason, Ex- 
amination of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop 
Liandaff, Letter to Mr. Eskine, Essay on 
Dreams. Of the Religion of Deism, etc., 
with a Life and fine steel portrait of Paine. 
Cloth, $1.50. 

Paine’s Political Works. In one 
volume, comyrising: Cummon Bense, The 
Crisis (Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), The Rights 
ot Man, and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait. Cloth, $1.50. 

The Age of Reason. By Tuomas 
Paine. Large type. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents, 

The Age of Reason and the Ex- 
amination of Prophecies. By Taom- 
as Paine. Large type. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. e 

Common Sense. By THomas PAINE, 
His first and most important political work. 
Paper, 15 cents. 


Price, cloth, $33 leather, $4; mo- 


The, Rights ot Man. By. THOMAS 
Parse. ® Written in defense of his fellow- 
man. . A work almost without a peer in the 
world. Large type. Paper, 50.cents; cloth, 
‘$0 cents. ` f . e. 

Life of Thomas Paine. By Canviy 
BLANCHARD. 12mo. Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine, Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 76 cente. 

Whe Heathens of the Heath. By 
Wm. McDONNELL, author of Exeter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
$1.50. : . . 

Carcer of Religious Ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science. 
By Hupson TuTTLE. An able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world. 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. : . . f 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures, By D. M. 
Bennett. Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred’ 
pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $1.00. l ; 

The Humphrey-Bennett Discus- 
sion. A. debate between Rev. G. H. Hum- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D, M. 
BENNETT, Editor of '‘ The Truth Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? .3. Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Oloth (550 . 
pp.) $1.00. . 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Prot. O. A. BURGESS, President of 
the Northwestern Christian University at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Masg. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Ont., commencing June 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke. Frast Proro- 
SITION: ‘‘ The Christian Religion, as. set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin." Burgess in the affirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. BSrcowp 
Proposrrron:. ‘‘ The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin." Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the nee- 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. & ‘ 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundatic Contrasted with iis 
Superstructure, By W. R. GREG, au- 
thor of '* Enigmas of Life,” ‘‘ Literary anu 
Social Judgments,” etc. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the ‘‘ Fortnightly 
Review,” says: ‘“ Some twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most. 
zminent men of science asked, * Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg's Creed of 
Christendom? "They are bound to answer it 
—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg, coming later, hud the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on all 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally 10 
so thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the‘public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument—occupying€ precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable.” 

. One volume, crown octavo, with com- 
plete index. The London edition sold for 
$5. Price of American edition, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples De- 
bate. Between B. F. UNDERWOOD, of 
Boston, and the Rev. JoHN MARPLES, of 
Toronto, Ont. Held at Napanee, Ont., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
FrimsT: ‘‘ That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are logical and con-: 
trary „> Reason.” SECOND: ‘‘The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond all other books its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood de- 
nies. Reported in fu'l and revised by the 
debaters, 111 pp. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
60 cents. : 

Anterrogatories to Jehovah, By 
D. M. BENNETT. A series of close questions 
upon a great variety of subjects, irom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creation 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, the 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embraced by the 
Church. With a full-length portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents, " 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Answer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturally-Re- 
vealed, Infallibly-Inspired, and Miraculously-: 
Attested Religion in the World ?: By E. E. 
Gurun, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parts. 
Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Seeker Leafiets, of two pages 
each.q Thirty-two in nmber; 4 cents per 
dozen; $ cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $2.00 per thousand. 3 

Advéntures of Elder Triptolemus 
Tub. Comprises important and startling 
disclosures concerning hell, its magnitude, 
morals, employments, climate, etc. 

Rev. GEonaE HoaGERs. A rich, interesting 
little work. Paper, 15 cents, 


ANDREW STONE, M.D., 


Physician for the Last Twenty-three 
‘Nears to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
glenic Institute, Founder of the 
New Magnetic College, and 
Author of '* The New 
Gospel of Health," 


"TREATS with remarkable success Pulmona 
Consumption, Asthma, Laryngitis, Bronchitie, 
Diphtheria, Gatarrh, and al diseases of the air 
passages, by inhalation of his system of cold or 
cool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach from being 
perverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 

een the practice of antiquated systems.: `: 

By this WONDERFULLY PERFEOTED sys- 
tem, patients are successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
out the necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—based 
in the first place, upon a searching DIAGNOSIS 
of each case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning’s urine (urinary Sanguinis) showing 
the condition of the blood, or qarenomesrie ex- 
amination by photograph and lock of hair. or 
both,as may be deemed essential, where per- 
sona) presence i8 not had. 

FEES.—For the first month, $15, including 
analysis and diagnosis; or $35 for a course of 
three months’ treaument. securing inhaler, with 
whichever one of the following inhaling vapors 
is found to, be needed, viz., The Balm, The 
Tonic, The Expectorant, The Anti-Asthmatic, 
The Anti-Hemorrh The Anti-Septic, The 
Magnetic Blood. Also, with effectual reme- 
-dies for Cough, for Night Sweats; Vital Tonics, 
Magnetic Embrocations and Plasters for relief 
of Pain and Soreness, and every medicament, 
magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to:.each 
patient, Thousands of patients are thus an- 
nually successfully treated at their own homes 
that are not personally attended, because, un- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
stantly deputed in each case, bringing about 
wonderful visible effects. 

Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Urinology, in Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 
gressive physicians that cannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 

The art of healing taught fn this dolere com- 
binea the science of Animal and Vital 
ism, Medicated Electricity, Equalizing and Ad- 
justing the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 

fusing into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 
System Vital Foree, by Impartation and Induc. 
tion of Psychic Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers. | |. ^^ ^. - 

The vitalizing magnetic power of: healing by 
Sun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
of effete matter by cutaneous secretion, The 
doctrine taught at this College is.emphatically. 
to construct, to build up, to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength, i 

Analysis and full report of case made for $5, 
independent of any treatment. | Packages 
transmitted free of ali expense to.the Institu- 
lion, and stamps for return answers, must be 
inclosed in all cases, or no reply, will be made, 


Address, ANDREW rone, M. D., Con- 


agnet- 


sulting and pendence: Bowery 


Place, Ida Hill, Troy, 


#6 to $20 per day at home, os ERIS: 


orth $5 free. Address S 
ON & 00 Portland Maino. r S8 TÉ 


$66 a week in your own town. Terms and 
$5 outfit free. Address H, HALLETT & 
CO., Portland, Maine, ` 1y21 


13. A WEEK. $12 a day at home easily made. 
Mi Outflt free, Address TRUE & Co. BURNS, 
ne. 


DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


“MEDICAL GOOD SENSE" 


; i N; 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 
2 —EMBBEACING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 
OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 600 illustrated pages, well 
pound—price $2. It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and presoriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases, It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s: xual relation. 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 betore 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free. Contents table 
sent free for stamp. ue 

Dr. T. R. Kinget announces to his Liberal 
friends and patients throughout the United 
States and Oanadas that he is positively curing 
many obstinate diseases pronounced incurable, 
as Spermatorrhosa, Seminal Weakness, Nerv- 
ous Debility, Impotency. Epilepsy, Paralysis, 
Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Oatarrh, Asthma, 
Bronchitis, Consumption, Dysentery, Piles 
Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, Genital 
Organs, and all diseases of women, QOonsulta- 
tion Free. Address _ T. R. KINGET, M, D., 

Oct25, 817 E, 14th Street, New York, 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 

DR. FOOIES HEALTH MONTHLY 
«ond for the AMERIOAN ILLUSTBAT- 
Ee arts Pooxrr DIOTIONARY, con- 

taining 30,000 words, : 
ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE’S 

HEALTH MONTHLY 

For one year and for a large center-table book 
containing the Complete Works of Shakspere ! 
All subscribers receive the Monthiy and works 


free of postage. Addr-ss > 
Y HILL PUBLISHING CO.. 
MURRA Do E. 28th st., New York city. 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
Days in Athens. 


Being tho Translation of a Greek Mss, dis- 
covered in Herculaneum, . 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT 


Containing a copy of the t of Epicurus,’ 
Price 16 cente, For sale by BENNETT, 


141 Eighth tn, N. Y. Clty. 


tion. by mail, postage prapai 
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CHRONIC DISEASES, | 


Embraetng those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of. Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leadin, 
pom BTA pbi PE RMR ROTA 
8, ACIN 
MEDICAL COMMON 8ENSE— neariy 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E. B. 
of 120 Lexington Ave, New York, to who all 
letters -from the sick should be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19, 1878, Mr. Bennett’s 
TRUTH SEEKER thus speaks of DR. FOOTE and 


his medical publications: '* We know him (Dr. |- 


Foote) personally and intimately, and we say. 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts, 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives and. 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beinga by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy. and 
to be better and more useful men aud women, 
His medica: works possess the highest value, 
and nav been introduced and thorougiy read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
has so ably imparted. 
Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
y mail FREE, Price of the new Popular Edi- 


d. only $1.50. Con- 

tents table free, AGE ANTED, 

MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
129 Hast 28th Street, New York. 


JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES" 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
Moor containing 275 pages, 12mo, Price, 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the Pantateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 

hlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
noorreot, filled with. mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and Seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic, inimitable in its style. and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, auu pathos, 


Busts of R. G, Ingersoll, 
By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50. 
mall Busta, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
Shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Saxony, the celebrated artist of New 
' ^ * York, at the following prices: — ^ 


Imperial or large gize . , . . 40cente 
Photo or card size e e s œ 20 " 
Life-size Lithograph, 21x27 . . . 60 "- 


Post. i , 
ostage paid. V M5 BENNETT, 


141 EIGHTH 8T., New YOBE. 


LECTURES OF. 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION. 


Paper Covers, 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures.” 
oNTENTS.—''The Gods,” “Humboldt,” “Thos, 


[6 
Paine,” "Individuality,". Heretics and Her- 
esios,” Price, 50 cents, f 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures.” 


CowTENTS.—' The Ghosts,” " Liberty of Man; 
Woman, and Child," " Declaration of Independ- 
ence," " Farming in Illinois,” "Speech at Oin- 
einnati," “The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream.” Price 50 cents. 

Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 

Imperial, or large 8126... e006 40 cents, 

z .. 20 cents. 
«> 50 cents. 


Life-size lithograph, 21x21. ... 

Postage paid, 

Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t., New York. 


DPPLYSNINGENS  TIDERVART. 


(AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT.) 


A SWEDISH WEEKLY, 


Devoted to the culture of Freethought, to 
the investigation of the religious sys- 
tems of our times, and to the 

discussion of religious and — 
social questions in 
general. f 
The only Swedish Religio-Phil 
sophical publication in 
America. 


The first number was issued in Apri), 1877, and 
it has now attained a very extensive circula- 
tion, which is daily increasing, making it a 
valuable adver ising medium. 
Terms per year, $2.00, . 

Exchange is desired with any other papers, in 
any language. 

O, J. EBICESON and N. P.:OLSEN, Grove 
City Meeker county Minn. 1t6 


FROM 


BEHIND THE BARS, 


_ A SERIES OF LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 


D. M. BENNETT 


WHILE IN PRISON IN 


. G 
LUDLOW-STREET JAIL, 2»: 


SHOWING THE 


Injustice of his Mock Trial and 
the Meanness of his Perse- 
cutors, with Reports of à 
Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
"Europe and in 
this Country. 


ALSO GIVING A ` 


. Suceinet Account of the 
"Thousands of Christian Perse- 
eutions that hav Taken Place in 
the “Centuries Gone. "The Cruelties 
` which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
which is added some of 


“MR. BENNETT'S 


LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 


PENITENTIARY, 


650 pp., À2mo, with steel plate engraving 


of the author. Price, $1.50. 
JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


(SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE; 


, 


cal Gun. 


Being a reply to JogN T. Perry's ‘‘ Bix- 
: teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 

out and thoroughly exposed. ` 


‘Second Edition, 


work is à review of 
Orucified Saviors.” 


fidel world against Christianity and the Bible, 


And Mr. Graves cluims to hav met and anawered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 


arguments and positions against Infidelity and 


in support of orthodoxy. Tae most interesting 


and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 


is hia ” Ecclesiastical Oourt," in which he exe 


amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 


The witnesses in their cross-examination not 


only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
&elvo-, put condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case, This reature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn '' state's evi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from mnny of tbe ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
does illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, "A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a gresge spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both jor orthodoxy and Infidelity, ‘he 
work comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 


ASTROLOGY. 
Future Foretold. 


Mme, E. H. Bennett, so well known to the 
readers of THs TRUTH SEEKER, and the Ameri- 
ean publie generally, may be consulted on any 
affairs of lite, domestic and business. Oalis or 
letters from one dollar, and a full written 
horoscope, giving full diagnosis of character, 
report on heaith, and a complete resume of the 
past, with correct report of all future events, 
from three to ten do.lars. Address, in all con- 
fidence, E. H. BENNETT, 73 South Wash- 
ington Square (Fourth Bt.) N. Y. att 


Six Lectures on Astronomy, 


By Pror., RIOHABD A. PROCTOR. 
Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 


this city, in the winter of 1876-6, and were re. 
ported 


honographically expressly for THE 
RUTH SEEKER b. Miss .R. Gontcharoft, This 
is the most popalar course of Lectures ever doe 
livered by Professor Proctor. and ought to ba in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents, 


The titles of the Lectures are: 


Growth of Worlds 

Life and Death of Worlds, 

Other Worlds than Ours, 

Other Buns than Ours. 

Y. The Great Mysteries of the Universe. 
Religion and Astronomy. 


| D. M, BENNETT, 41 Eighth . N.Y. 


i, 
II. 


The Explosion of a Grent Theologi- 


By Kersey. Graves, ot Richmond, Ind. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars ot the age in the orthodox ranks. His 

ersey Graves’ Sixteen 
He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 


48 
LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The Truth Seeker Office 


Thomas Paine, F. E. Abbot, 
Paine's Bust. Frothingham 
endeli Phillips, 
merson, 
Garrison, 
Henry Bergh, 
Peter Cooper, 


‘Warren Chase,! 
Jas. Parton, 
Wm. Denton, 


Jefferson, 
John Adams, 
Mos 
G. enderson, 
Prof. Fiske, 
i -Fred Douglas, 
Lincoln’s Monument, N. P. Banks, 
Gerrit emit. a P.V.N 
enry O. Wrig 
J.B. Mill, Tilton, 
Sumner Moulton, 
Q. W, 0 
Th, Nast, 
J. G. Bennett, 
Chas, A, Dana, 
Phoebe Oarey, 
Alice Carey. 
Elizabeth O. Stanton, 
Busan B. Anthony, 
Lucy Stone, 
Julia Ward Howe, 
Chas, 
Holyoake, 
Ingersoll. 
Underwood, 


ro, 
‘W. Edwards, W. 8. Bell. 
Do . O, Bundy, 


(full figure), F. Jamieson, 
Geo. Francis Train. Kersey Graves. 


and hundreds of others, including generals, 
statesmen, poets, actors, actresses, etc, at 10 
cents each singly, or eleven for one dollar. 
Neat Albums, by mail, to hold 80 photos., 
60 ctm, to hold 50, 80, 
D. M..BENNETT. 141 Eighth St, New York, 


KNOW THYSELF 


HE untold miseries that re- 

f &ult from indiseretion in 
di early life may be alleviated 
&nd eured, Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medicai work pub- 
M lished bythe PE^ BODY MED- 

>» OAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 

TN. Mh »ntitled The Science of Life; 
MERIME or, Belt Preservation. Ex- 
hàusied viwiiv, nervous and physical debiitty, 
or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 

Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. (tis a standard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded a gold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 


ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price of thehook, Bound in French 
cloth; orice on!y $1, Bent by matl post-paid. 

he London Lancet rays : "No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cants for postage. 

The author refers by permission to JOS. 8. 
‘FISHER, President; I. P. INGRAHAM., vice. 
President; W. PAINE. M.D.; 0, 8. GAUNTT, 
M.D.; H. J, DOUQE', M.v.; R, H. KLINE, M.D.; 
J.B. HOLCOM *, M.L.: N.E LYNCH, M. D. and 
M. R, CONNELL, M.D.. fucuity of the Phila- 
deiphia University of Medicine and Surgery; 
also the faculty of the American Universi'y o 
Philadelphia; also Hon. P. A. BISSELL, M.D., 
President of th« National Medical Association, 
hi RE Bal abe 

, No.4 Bulfin reet, 
Boston, Mass. The author HEAL 
may be cunaultod on alL nie 
ng skill and exe 
perience. THYSELF 
THE 
BIBLE OF BIBLES: 
«* 
OR 
TWENTY-SEVEN 
í Ly [] 
DIVINE REVELATIONS: 
CONTAINING 
ALSO A DELINEATION OF THE COHABAOC- 
i TER OF THE 
* Li 
Principal Personages of the 
CHRISTIAN BIBLE, 
i AND AN 
Examination of their Doctrines. 
BY KERSEY GRAVES, 
Author ot “The World’s Six- 
teen Crucified Saviors,” and 
“Biography of Satan.” 

The ground gone over by Mr. Graves 
in the course of this new work is simply as- 
tounding, and the literary labor performed is 
worthy of receiving the approximate re- 
ward of an extensive reading at the hands of 
the public. In the sixty-six chapters into 
whichthe book is divided, almost every ques- 
tion of interest which arises in the mind at the 
mention of the word BiBLE is considered in 
that straightforward style which has made the 
yolumes of Mr. Graves so extensively sought 

er. 

MA large 12mo., 440 pp. Price, $2.00, 
postage free. 

D. M. BENNETT, 
141 sth Br.. Naw York, 
An Article for Ladies? Use. 

To be worn monthly. Prevents soiling of 
linen. It is perfectly easy and comfortable, 
causing noinconveniencetothe wearer. Ladies 
who hav used it would not be without it for any 
money. It will be sent with tuli direction for 
$1.00, Address MBA. J, 7, Lyndon. Osage 
county, Kan. $meow 
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Odds and Ends. .. 


" PaESS me close," said Kate last eve, 
" "Tis bliss to suffocate "— 
Quoth George, ': My pet. 1f you'd jus’ sleeve, 
With thee I'll suffer, Kate." 


“Twas the night before Christmas, 
And all through the house 
The tom eat was chasing 
A tan-colored mouse.” 


“Dear Louise, dou't let the men come too 


near you when courting.” "Oh, no, dear ma, }- 


When Charlie is here we always hav one chair 
between us.” Mother thinks the answer is 
rather ambiguous, 


“ JENNIE DARE,” whoever she is, has come out 
with a new song, “Love Me a Little while the 
Moses Bloom." Well, it isn’t exactly the thing, 
so long as we are legally out of the market, but 
we'll do it, And then, when the roses peg out, 
we'll love you a considerable through the ver- 
bena season, and then we'll keep it up while the 
—how do you spell those flowers that sound like 
Xenia, Ohio? Zinnia? thank you, while the zin- 
nias flame out, and then we'll hire a conserva- 
tory and keep the old thing going till along 
about Ohristmas. Bless you, there's nothing 
mean about us, and if the young men of this 
country hav got so Blow you hav to make ap“ 
peals of that nature to the public, we'li discount 
all the roses between here and the vale of Cash- 
mere. 


MORNING. 


Night flits away; morn rises in the East, 

And all the Eastern sky grows hot and red; 

For nature's morning is of rosy hue. 

The early cock takes perch to make a crow, 

And reckless flings good notes on every side; 

The hen leaves stick on which she's rooster 
' been, 

And gvavely scratches round the lichens green, 

Or, seeking gravel, sharply pecks the quartz, 

And from a stony field a full crop takes. 


And lo! the lowing kine rise from their beds, 
And past your gardens to their pasture £0; 
The sheep good wether far afield pursue; 
The ducks sit down to lay the morning eggs; 
The turkeys gobble up the early worms; 
The cat pursues the bird far up the trees; 
The grunting pig goes swiftly to his pen; 
While on the path, before the kitchen door, 
The house-dog idly sits and points his tail, 


The husbandman goes swiftly from his wite, . 

So as to so% the crops he'll later crop; 

His wife, to husband well her consort’s goods, 

For breakfast gives to all the Indian meal, : 

And fills the hungry boys with boiling mush; 

The cowherds boldly drive afield the cows 

That lack their lactage, which fills full the 
pails; " 

And though the stars hav faded from the sky, 

The dairy-maid has still her milky whey. 


The sun soon mars the splendor of the East 
By further moving up in heaven’s vault; 
Soon slong? are missed as swift they fade to 
.mist; 
From off the trees, and shrubs, and plante, and 
grass 
The morning, with Sol’s aid, collects its dues ; 
While little birds send into fruit their bills, 
And bees wax busy roun the honey flowers; 
And though the eastern sky is full of gold, 
"TIs plain to every one that morning’s broke. 
—Arthur Lot in Puck. 


Mz. ALDEN, of the New York Times, evidently 
shares the weakness of journalists for military 
criticism. After describing the recent hostili- 
ties in the First Reformed Presbyterian church 
at Pittsburgh, he asserts, in’ effect, that the con- 
gregation blundered whenever its two factions 
engaged. “Not the slightest knowledge," he 
says." of the elementary principles of strat- 
egy was shown, and the means of assuring vic- 
tory, which would hav been apparent even to an 
average militia colonel, were totally disregard- 
ed. It may be laid down as a principle of 
church fighting that the pulpit is thecommand- 
ing position. The party which wished to con- 
quer at Pittsburgh should hav occupied the 
pulpit in strong force at an early hour, posting 
at the same time.a number of picked elders 

- onthe pulpit stairs. The choir-gallery should 
also hav been occupied, thus placing the body 
of the congregation between two fires. Had 
this been done by the Clyde party, it would hav 
been impossible for the Woodside party to hold 
services in any part of the buliding, unless they 
could hav successfully stormed both the pulpit 
and the choir-gallery. This might possibly hav 
been done, but the struggle would hav baena 
hard one, and the carnage would hav been 
fearful. Nevertheless, neither party seems to 
hav thought of this method of securing victory. 
There was also a failure on the part of 
all the combatants—with the single exception 
of the man with the poker—to usetheir weapons 
with any efficiency, The fire of Bibles and 
hymn-books from the back-pews was. nearly 
ineffectual. Those weapons hav a compara- 
tively short range, and, except inthe case of a 
plunging fire from a gallery, do little execution 
atalong distance. There was a Jarge fifteen- 


z 


‘inch Bible in the pulpit that would hav done|' 
HALL,” *HEATHENS OF THE 


tremendous execution had it been thrown into 
the struggling mass of elders at the foot of ‘the 
pulpit stairs, but no one had intelligence or 
presence of mind enough to use it. 
were also foot-stools in many of the pews, 
which might hay been effectively used, but the 
* Covenanters? seem to hav entirely forgotten 
the example of Jenny Geddes. and not a foot- 
stool was used, Such a fight as this does not 
deserve the name of a battle, A dozan stalwart 
Trish Roman Catholics, accustomed to eccle- 
siastical fights with their Orange enemies, or a 
small gang of earnest Methodists inured to 
expelling roughs from Missouri or Arkansas 
cam p-meetings, could hav put the entire First 
Reformed Presbyterian church to flight in five 
minutes" — ^^^ Ro 


To the. Legislature of the State of New York: o teres. 


MR We, the undersigned citizens of the state of New York, petition your Honorable Body to repeal the present 
laws of the state which exempt church property and ministers of the gospel from taxation ; and we thus petition your 
Honorable Body for the following reasons: —— Ge js ee 5 E " 

1. Because by exempting church property and ministers’ effects from taxation the state is assisting to support 


There |. 


sectarian religion, which is unconstitutional, and foreign to the purposes for which our government was formed ; and... 
(2) it is extending charity to the clergy, a class better paid than any of the mechanics who are taxed, and: better than ` 


members of many other professions, thus constituting them a privileged class. 


Churches and ministers demand and receive protection from our government; and should riots occur by which such 


| property should be destroyed, the state would be compelled to make good the same, although 


contributed to the revenues of the state, 
. 8, By continued exemption of church property from taxation, ecclesiastical corporations are enabled to amass 
immense wealth, the exemption of which lays much heavier burdens upon secular property.. One corporation in New 


York city owns $15,000,000 worth of property, $9,000,000 of which pays nothing for the support of government. 
the state of New York there are $110,000,000 worth of property exempt from taxation. 


the property had never 


In 


4. Itis a matter of history, with which every member of your Honorable Body is no doubt acquainted, tha 


whenever, by a long term of freedom from taxation, the state has aided the church, it has at last been compelled, in ^ 


self-defense, to confiscate the wealth gathered by the church—which, by its power and influence, owing to such aid, 


was becoming dangerous to the peace and welfare of the state. The examples of Mexico and Italy are respectfully . 


submitted. In the neighboring city of Montreal the church owns nearly two-thirds of the real estate, which forces 


one-third to pay taxes sufficient to protect the whole. 


The value of church property: in the United States is 
1$500,000,000, and should its increase in the future be in proportion to its increase in the past, in the year 1900 it will 


reach the sum of $3,000,000,000, a third more than our national debt. Foresight now, on the part of your Honorable 


¿| Body, may avert future disaster from our state. 
And for many other just reasons which will readily suggest themselv 


And your petitioners will ever pray, eto., eto. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty 
Etrepigny and But in Champagne, . 
wholly abjured religious dogmas. and left as his 
* Last Will and Testament” to his paristion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled '" Oom- 
mon Sense,” 

‘This. is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Christian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses, The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produce omas Paine’s "Age 
of Reason” is mefe k and water to it, and 
Voltaire's "Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so well. 

JAMES PARTON, 

Price. $1 50. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth Bt., N. Y. 


Freethinkers Badge Pin. 


The cut shows the design and 
md size of the badge, but not its 
AP beauty, The whole badge is in- 
AUD NS tended to signify symbolically 
AUR JA | that the " world moves,” and that 
"universal mental liberty? is 
being spread over the world by 
the" leaves of learning.” Badges 
made or neavy gold plate; price of single badge, 
package registere and postage paid, $1.25. 
Club of one dozen or more, ordered to one ad- 
dress, package registered and postage. paid 
$1,10 each. Remit by P.O, order or registered 
letter. For fractional parts of a dollar, postage 
stamps of the denomination of one, three, and 
ten cents taken. Orders filled in the order of 
their application. Badges to be had only from 
the patentee, LUOY L. CHURCH 7 
West Richfield, Summit Oo., Ohio. 
BALAMAXNOA, N. Y., Deo. 28, 1878. 
Miss CHUROHILL: I am much pleased with 
your "Freethinkers' Badge Pin." Itis a splen- 
did design, and every Freethinker and member 
of the Liberal League should hav one and wear 
it"to be geen of men," and women too, and 
thus *' let their light shine." Send me one as 
soon as they gre completed. H. L. GREEN, 


NEWBURYPORT, MASS. May 19, 1879. 
My Dear MADAM : Your idea of an external 
and visible sign for the friends of mental lib- 
erty,to exhibitto one another on their persons, 
seems to me very good. In union there is 
strength. In union there is also conscious 
strength, i. e., courage. A quiet, pretty badge, 
such as you propose, can certainly do no harm. 
I should like to wear one. But it must be pleas- 
ing; for part of our mission is to promote 
beauty everywhere and in all things. To make 
the world beautiful, and the human life in it 
beautiful, are the vast results of liberty, We 
must do nothing ugly. think nothing ugly, feel 
nothing ugly. wear nothing ugly, 
Very truly yours, AMES PARTON, 


FAMILY CREEDS. 


B 
WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
Author of “EXETER 


HEATH,” ete. 
To any who hav read either of this 
favorite Liberal writer’s other ro- 
mances, it only need be said that this 
is not inferior to them. 468 pp. 
In cloth, $1.25. 
For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N, Y, 


EPITOME 


OF THE 


yars ati Positive Philosophy 


_AND . 
RELICION $ HUMANITY. 


THIRD EDITION, with CHART and INTRO- 
DUCTION, By T. B. WAKEMAN, Eso. 
Just out. Price, 25 cents, "o 


CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 


OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


Àn INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Just out... By 


OOURTLANDT PALMER. 
Price, 25cents. .. . : i 


The Bible of To-day. 


By JOHN W. CHADWICK, minister of 
he Second Unitarian Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

his is undoubtedly one of the most valuabie 
and truthful works that has ever been written 
on the Bible, andis the first book in the English 
language that gives an accurate account of age, 
origin, and character of the various books com- 
posing the Jewish Scriptures, The work is 
candid, learned, and eminently free trom preju- 
dice and bitterness. The author consulted 
largely Kuenen, Robertson, Baur, Ewald, Zei- 
ler, Davidson, J. H. Alien, Matthew Arnold, 
Oolenso, Knappert. Reville, Nicholas, Oort 
Hooykaas, Noyes, Milman, DeWette, Westcott, 
J.J. Tayler, E. H. Sears, Renan, R. Hanson, Dr, 
J. Muir, Keim, Schenkel, Dean Stanley, Jowett, 
R. W. areg, Emanuel Deutsch, Tregelles, Co- 
querel, Mackay, Neander, Alger, Prof. Fisher, 
and others. It is such a digest ot ali the reliable 
authorities on the Bible as can no where else 
be found. 

Every person who wishes to know the whole 
truth about the old Jewish Scriptures should 
send for this volume. Price, $1.60, 

BENNETT. 14r Sthist,,N. Y, 


THE ROOT oF THE MATTER, 
SAMSON: — 


A Mvth-Storv of the Sun.. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ac- 
cording to the Holy Men 
of Old. 


The author of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythicai in its cnaracter. He presenta 
us a number of copies to be disposed of in the 
interest of THE TRUTH BEEKER. All who pure 
chase will therefore aid THE TRUTH SEEKER to 
the amount of their purchase, or add to the 
Bennett fund as they may choose, 

Samson, 20 cents; Gospel of the Kingdom, 2 
volg., each, 80 ‘cents, 2 "ny 


Great Co-operative Colony. 
NOW FORMING IN NEW YORK. - 
Send 20 cents for pamphlet and Constitution to 
H. E. SHARPE, . 


#8 3orj!East oth street, N.Y, 
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_ THE GREAT SPECIALIST, 


Treats all Private, Chronic, and Sexual 
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he ia performin 
8 moment 
e Union and in the 


t: has any affection of the 
! Heart, Stomach, Liver, Kidneys, Bladder, Bow- 
1 els, Womb, Genital Organs, Rheumatic or Neu- 
or Eruptions of the Skin, 
; Blood Impurities, Tumors, Oancers. or any 
; Nervous Affections, or diseases of the Eye or 
; Har, are invited to write to Dr, Fellows, whose 
! System of practice is entirely original, omitting 
jall Drugs and Mineral Medicines of both the 
torg crowning medical achievement has been 


H 
H 
! 


torrbosa and Impotency as the result of &elf- 


1 abuse in youth, sexual excess in maturer years, 

yand other causes, producing some of the fol- 
Nervousness, Seminal Émis- : 

| sions {night emissiona;by dreams), Dimness 


of Bight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Noclety of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 


unha 


edy for 1,500 cases without a failure to cure ina 
single case, and some of them were in a terri» 
bly shattered condition ; had been in the In- 
sane asylums, many had Falling Bickness— 
Fits ; others upon the verge of Consumption ; 
while others again had become Foolish an 
hardly able to take care of themselves, For 
further information address, with two 8-cent 
stamps, Vineland, New Jersey, where Doctor R, 
P. Fellows is permanently located, aud obtain 
his private circular on "Spermatorrheea and 
its Oure,” or, if afflicted with other complaints 
his large circular treating on the above-name 
chronic diseases, both containing sworn evi- 
dences, which is convincing and positive testi- 
mony to the Doctor’s great skill. In order that 
all can avail themselves of his services he has 
placed his terms at a very reasonable figure, 


[from the Denver ( Col.) Rocky Mountain Herald.) 

* Dr. Fellows is a successful specialist for all 
the diseases which he claims to_cure, such as 
chronic and sexual complaints. His wonderful 
skill and success are bringing kim hundreds of 
cases wookly. by letter and otherwise from all 
over the United States.” ; 

“D From The Boston Investigator] 

r. 


cation and extensive practice in private, chron: 
ic, and sexual diseases, We don’t see any need: 
of priests for anything, but as a good Doctor is 
in our eyes, a benefactor of mankind. we would 
advise the reader if he has got any of the dis- 
eases mentioned, and doesn’t want to keep 
them, let him write to Dr. Fellows, and. obtain 
health which is better than fortune. political 
office, or even religion, ] 


What Is tho Bible? 


BY J..T. SUNDERLAND. 


.2, ` It is a principle of justice that whoever enjoys the protection of a government should assist in its support. ' 


E 


i Diseases with unprecedented success.. Thè ` 

| thousands of cures 

, iBubstantiate this fact, He has at th 

vx patients in every Btate of 

| British Provinces. Every reader of this wbo., 
ead, Throat, Lungs,. > 


annually 


1 Old and New schools, hence reliable. The Doc» . 


n the discovery of an external or outside ap» . 
| plication for the permanent eure of Sperma- 


er, etc,, ete., rendering marriage improper or . 
vy. 
Dr. Fellows has prescribed his external reme . 


ellows is a physician of superior edu- 


Bible? 


He holds that so-called sacred books are nat- : 


outline of the origin and growth of the various 
bibles of the world, drawing analogies between 
the historical development of the Jewish Bible 
and other great sacred books, and demonstrat- 
ì ing religion to bealarger and richer thing than 
Jew, Christian, or Pagan has understood, The 


ural products of. the human mind, and giys an 


gin, growth, the men. who wrote it, when they 
wrote it, and why; the third shows the dificul- 
ties in the way of the theory of infallibility of 
the Bible, and their serious increase with the 
growth of scholarship and science; the fourth 
treats of its inspiration and revelation, consid- 
ering its claims as s classic and as the parent 
of Monotheism. It is a very broad and catholic 


arise in connection with religion, and negating 
the assumption of an infallible word of God, 


i : Li » i 
Price, $1,00. For gale by D. M, BENNETT. 
14 Eighth st, Now York, 


second.chapter is devoted to the Bible, its ori- . 


work, answering the questions which naturally - 


Bag 
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Notes and Clippings. 


WHEN Naples was ruled by King Bomba, his 
majesty one day paid a visit to the ship of an 
English commodore lying in the bay. While 
the commodore was receiving his royal visitor 


‘“WHEEE was Bacon when Oooley’s Weekly | on the quarter-deck, a member of the Neapoli- 
came out?" is the inquiry propounded by that | tan suite cruising about amidships mistook a 
enterprising sheet to the “ divine " libeler. Get- { windsall for a pillar, and leaning against it, 


ting cured, probably. 


In Fairhaven, Vermont, a Protestant com- 
mittee locked the school-house. door against a 
young lady teacher who was a Catholic. She 
had been hired and can collect her pay, Prot- 
estant persecution in A.D. 1880, 


. Ixa flour-mill at Jerusalem a firm of colo- 
nists from Wurtemburg are putting up a steam 
engine, and the startling announcement has 
caused ‘some commotion among the descend- 
ants of the ancient dwellers in the Holy City, 


Prov. Wm., Denton will commence on Sunday 
evening the, Feb. 15th, his course of twelve illus- 
trated lectures in Paine Hall, Boston. Ttckets 
for the course, with reserved seat, $2: to six 
lectures $1; singte lecture, 25 cents. For sale at 
Paine Hall. ; 


A NuMBER of New England clergymen, after a 
solemn conference at New London, hav decided 
that there is a personal being by the name of 
Batan. Though he is not visible to the naked 


suddenly went below head foremost. The only 
witness, an old tar, thereupon made for the 
quarter-deck, and having ‘saluted, said, "I beg 
pardon, commodore. but one of them ere kings 
ed fell down the hatehway."—Chamber'8 Jour- 
nal. 


. Rev. A. W. PAIGE, of South Glastonbury, Con- 
necticut (a man of family), was taken from the 
Haddam Jail to this city this morning. Hehad 
served his sentence of thirty days for lascivious 
carriage To-morrow afternoon he will be 
brought before United States Commissioner 
Marvin for a preliminary examination on the 
charge of sending obscene pictures and obscene 
writing through the mail. Two specimens of 
the drawings made by Paige will be brought in 
evidence against him. They are of a most foul 
character, and the offense is made all the worse 
in that they were sent toalady, He is broken 
down and abject. The prisoner is sixty-two 
years old. He was acoustomed to walk at night 
all the way from his home to the woman’s resi- 


eye, they can see him very distinctly through dence where his alleged adultery was commit- 


the telescope of faith.—Dysart Reporter. 
telescope was a glass tumbler used in taking 
sacrament. 


Moses Hutt, editor of the Boston Commoner, 
will lecture before the Second Society of Spirit- 
ualists of this city the last two Sundays of this 
month. We hope all our Liberal friends, 
whether Spiritualists or Materialists, will go to 
hear him. ‘The Society meets at Republican 
Hal), 38d street, near Broadway, 


O. A. PHELPS organiz»d a Liberal League at 
Cottonwood Falls. Kan., on the 20th of last 
month. Onthe 27h he organized one at Gar- 
nett. He is taking steps to organize one at 
Neosho Falls and Burlington. The Professor is 
one ofthe most earnest and energetic Liberal 
. workers in the field, and should be kept con- 

stantly engaged. 


Tam Buffalo Liberal League celebrated 
Paine’s birthday byagrand festival and ball 
They rented the German Theater, which was 
beautifully decorated ferthe occasion. Refresh- 
ments were served, and the entertainment 
closed with a social dance. lasting until 3 A.M. 
Messre. Cole and Banerott are deserving of 
praise in their efforts for make it a success. 


Tue other day the Rev. Joseph Oook saw a 
street gamin with a bottle of liquor, and, 
grieved at the sight, said to the lad: "Sou, by 
the development of the inherent propensity to 
Bacchanallan revelry we involutionizs to the 
grade of Pachyderm. Quem bous yelt per bere, 
prius dementat.” ‘Oh, yes sir!” says the 
young hopeful, “take some, for it’s free as the 
grace of God.” 

THE ENGLISH CALENDAR. 


Dirty days hath September— 

April, June, and November. 

From February until May 

The rain it raineth every day. 

And all the rest hav thirty-one 

Without one blessed gleam of sun. 

And if any of them had two and thirty 
They'd be just as wet and twice as dirty. 


Tas banker of the Vatican, who managed al 
His Holiness’ financial business in Rome. has 
taken to filght; and has left behind debts 
amounting to more than $150,000. Several 
high obvclesiastical officials, who had in- 
trusted all their fortune to the specious 

- swindler, are suddenly plunged into the great- 
est distrese. One of the last Cardinale created 
by Pius IX. is said to hav been hit so hard by 
the defaulter thathe has not a centime left. 


, Mr. Cowley, ex-Bhepherd, was a few 
fas admitted to the fold for black sheep in 
Center street, known as the Tombs, Rut even 
jn there, among the men upon whom the law 
has fixed its clutches, the Rev. Mr. Cowley finds 
himself a pariah. Vulgar criminals who can 
barely write their own names shrink with loath- 
ing from the learned clergyman who is accused 
of starving and torturing helpless little chil- 
áren. Itis one of the cases in which the touch 
of nature makes philanthropists and sneak 


epp kin. 


The | ted. Her brother, happening to get hold df one 


of Paige’s lettera, “ went for him ” with a pistol, 
and Paige '‘caved.” The woman was sent to 


February 7, 1880. 


SCIENCE HALL, 141 8th St., 
NEAR BROADWAY. 


} $3 per Year. 


a Cause for resigning the pastoral charge of his 
circuit. On Sunday, January 11th, he took 
formal leave of his church thereby preaching & 
farewell sermon, and on Monday morning he 
left.for Hartford and Leroy, Kansas. Before 
leaving he himself, after solemnly agreoing to 
keep the secret, disclosed it to a person in 
town, which, by some means, the injured hus- 
band found out, Having given himself away, 
and finding that there were already suspicions 
existing in the minds of the psople in reference 
to the matter, and Howell’s continued effort to 
deceive the people of his church by holding 
prayer meetings and even going so far as to 
say that he would preach at the quarterly meet- 
ing. which took place soon after, the husband 


Events of the Week. 


ITrarx has just launched a three million dol- 
lar ironelad, 

BECRETARY RoRURE has removed Hayt, Oom- 
missioner of Indian Affaire. | 

Taz Dutch settlers in South Africa demand 
‘independence of English rule, 

A 2IGAMIST with six wives was recently sent to 
prison from Kingston, this state. 

Trt Rev. Mr. Towes, a Minnesota clergyman 
committed suicide on the 29th ult. 


could contain himself no longer, but laid the 
case before the members of the church. As 
soon as apprised of the situation, the members 
of his church aroused to vigorous action. How- 
ell appeared before a committee and confessed 
that he was guilty of great imprudence and in- 
discretion, but denied that there was any crim- 
inality attached to his indiscretion. How long 
he had carried on his secret amours is not 
known to the public, but there is no doubt he 
was guilty even at the time of conducting a 
protracted meeting in that city just before the 
holidays. Howell is a man over forty years of 
age and has been in the ministry about seven 
or eight years. His wife is heartbroken. 


Tux Liberals of Rochester, N. Y., assembled 
at the Academy of Music on the29th ult. to com- 


the insane asylum at Middletown. Perhaps she | memorate the anniversary of the birth of 


will become insane, if she is not now, in such a 
place. Paige has been, in Glastonbury, the 
leader of the prosecutions of all liquor sellers. 
The latter and their friends hav been crowing 
over his downfall and sending him printed 
songs, the burden of which was, 


" He is safe from all temptation— 
Paige is safe in Haddam Jail,” 
—Hartford Times. 


SELDoM does a village experience such a 
mentai shaking up as Brockport, N. Y., expe- 
rienced during the past two weeks over Col, 
Ingersoll’s lecture, delivered at the Opera 
House. One of the local papers, on what it 
considered reliable information, stated, in an- 
nouncing the lecture, that ‘‘ clergy as well as 
other professional men had expressed an ar- 
dent desire to hear this remarkable man.” 
This raised such a breeze in the ministerial 
camp that they issued a manifesto over their 
united signatures denying the allegation, and 
had the same published. Then as a further 
vent to their outraged feelings, they took occa- 
sion the next Sunday to denounce the lecturer 
and admonish their flocks '' not to sanction his 
iniquitous heresies by their presence." Mr. 
Ward and his Opera House also came in for a 
share of the clerical condamnation. Of course 
all this was the biggist kind of an advertise- 
ment, and '‘ Bob" spoke to a crowded house. 
Buttheendis not yet. Last Sunday the Pres- 
byterian minister again opened on the subject. 
and on Mr. Ward. who was the leader of the 
Presbyterian choir, and who was present at his 
indignant outburst. Mr. Ward's resignation 
was handed in the next morning, and the 
church now has on its hands the most orthodox 
kind of a quarrel, & large party supporting Mr, 
Ward in opposition to the dominie. 


BAXTER BPaINGS, Kansas, has been all agog | 
for afew days past over a highly sensational | 
scandal that came to light two or three weeks 
ago. The man is the minister of the Methodist- 
Episcopal church in that city, Rev. E. W. How- 
ell, and the woman the wife of a prominent 
business man of that place. She, too, isa mem- 
ber of the church. The story is the cld; familiar 
one of illicit love. A letter, in which he had 
poured out his soul to his affinity, was inter- 
cepted or found by the injured husband, and of 
course an expose followed. The husband of the 
woman made the horrible discovery about 
three weeks ago, and being a considerate man, 
blessed with a faculty of self-possession, he did 
not act passionately, as some men would hav 
done, but considered the situation, He had 
two children ofibis own, and though he had 
been greatly wronged, his sympathy extended 
to Howell’s family—a wife and seven children. 
These he longed to shield from the disgrace 
that would follow exposure. After bringing 
the guilty pair face to face and compelling them 
to make their acknowledgments, he gave How- 
ell foux days to leave the place. Howell at once 
formed the excuse that his health had failed as 


Thomas Paine. The meeting was organiz3d by 
the apvointment of D, M. Fox as President and 
F.8. Webster as Secretary. Mr, Fox delivered 
ashort address, giving a history of the life of 
Thomas Paine and the many misrepresenta- 
tions whieh had been made concerning his 
career and death, He spoke of his course as a 
patriot and true man. Mr. J. Chapell followed 
with & few well-chosen remarks, and Mr. Miller 
delivered an address, the close of which was 
received with applause. Moses Hays, Bsq , was 
then introduced by the presiding officer. He 
sald that he did not wish to tire the audience, 
and as he was not a speaker but a worker, he 
should make but a very few remarks, He 
thought that Thomas Paine made a more im- 
portant proclamation than the one issued by 
President Lincoln when he gave freedom to 
four millions of slaves, for he invited the 
whole world to rise up against ecclesiastical 
Superstition. He &dvoeated political action 
and advised the Liberals to come out square at 
the approaching election and vote for the men 
who would best represent their views. Ths 
president then introduced Mrs. Amy Post, 
and stated, what is no new fact to the 
people of Rochester, that she was an ear- 
nest worker in the cause of liberty in 


jthe days.of slavery and always was found 


Jaboring for the good of society. Mrs. Post had 
read Thomas Paine’s works secretly when she 
was a young girl, and was then convinced of the 
truth of his reasoning. She had visited his 
grave and saw the monument which had been 
erected by friends, and which she had this even- 
ing learned had been defaced. The prejudices 
of the people who then owned the land where 
he was buried were so strong, although they 
were Quakers, that they would not allow the 
stone to be placed within the inclosure which 
surrounded the grave, and it was placed in the 
road at some distance from the last resting- 
place of the apostle of Liberalism. Mrs. Nettie 
Pease Fox delivered an eloquent eulogy on the 
author of “The Age of Reason.” and closed 
with an original poem. Mr. Fox then made a 
short closing address, in which he reviewed 
the progress made in that city during 
the past year. He advocated taxation of 
church property and stated that a bill for this 
purpose had been introduced by Hon. Charles 
8. Baker. He claimed that this was the result 
ofthe efforts of the Liberal League, which had 
asked Mr. Baker to state his views upon the 
subject last fall. When he answered satisfac- 
torily on this subject they had supported him 
by their votes. He spoke of the idea which 
was advocated by orthodox preachers that 
Thomas Paine was in hell, He had been there 


according to that idea more than seventy years 
and if that were so he had certainiv made some 
mrovements in that locality. Col. Fox thought. 
that he would certainly hav introduced drain- 
age and water if they were needed in tbe in: 
fernal regions. He then announced that ser- 
vices would be held at the Academy of Music at 
10.30 A.M.. and 7.30 P,M., every Sunday during 
the coming year, 


TRAINS of cars now cross the St. Lawrence at 
Montreal on tracks Jaid on the jae. 


Ex-GovERNon FariBOHILD of Wisconsin has 
been appointed Minister to Spain. 


DzATHS from starvation are of rather fre- 
quent occurrence in Ireland of late, 


A MAN and wife were burnt to death in their 
house at Easton, Mas., on last Sunday. 


Tue city of Jassy, capital of Moldavia, has 
been almost completely destroyed by fire. 


Tur English steamer Bengore has foundered 
at sea, carrying down thirteen of her crew. 


THE river steamer Charmer was burnt on tho 
Red River on the 27th ult, Eight lives were lost 


FREEMAN, the Pocasset murderer, is declared 
insane. His trial has been postponed till May. 


FiFTEEN miners were recently killed bv an 
explosion of fire-damp in a coal mine in Bax- 
ony. 


ExTEN8e1VE borings in Hanover, Germany, 
reveal the.existence of an immense petroleum 
basin. 


Ten thousand sheep were recently taken from 
South America to Franee in one cargo. The 
meat was kept fresh by the frigorific process. 


Over fifty thousand people in Italy hav been 
attacked by a malignant fever superinduced by 
famine. Of thie number one-tenth hav died. 


Tur Rav. Oharles Ponder, a Methodist parson 
of New Albany, Ind.. committed suicide a fow 
days ago during a fit of religious excitement, 


Iris reported that a Russian transport with 
two thousand troops has foundered in the Oas- 
pian Sea. But very few of the troops survived. 


Ow1na to rivalry between the different sub- 
marine telegraph companies cable rates to Eu- 
rope are down to twelve and a half gents & word, 


A MAN and boy were recently killed at Mill 
Greek, Indian Territory, for supposed witch- 
craft. The pious murderers hav not been iden- 
tifled. 


Tue Russian police are every day making 
fresh arrests of revolutionists, but Nihilism 
appears to spread more rupidiy and extensive- 
ly than ever. 


Tar Moors of Morocco are persecuting the 
Jewish residents. They recently covered an old 
man, Over seventy years of age, with petroleum 
and burnt him aliva, 


TWENTY-SIX per cent of the female infants 
born in northwest India during the past year 
were killed at birth by their parents owing to 
extreme poverty aad scarcity of food. 


Tus grand jury has found twenty-five indict- 
ments against the Rev. Mr, Cowley, manager of 
the Shepherd's Fold. of this city, charging him 
with cruelty to children. He isin jail awaiting 
trial. 


In Ottawa, Canada, a few days ago, sup- 
posed corpse was roused from a trance by the 
rattling of earth on his coffin as he was being 
buried. He escaped burial and is in a fair way 
of recoverr. 


A gcu land owner near Barcelona, Spain, his 
wife, threa daughters, a son, and two women 
sérvants were recently found murdered in their 
beds. Plunder was the object of the murderers, 
who hav been arrested. 


Mas. SwrrR and Covert Bennett, of Jersey 
City, who were twice convicted of murdering 
Mrs. Salth'e husband, were acquitted, a few 
days ago, on their third trial, the same evi- 
dence being used in all three trials. 
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Discussion. 


Debate between Prof. W. F. Jamieson and Rev. 
Jacob Ditzler, D.D.—Coneluded. 


MR. JAMIESON’S CLOSING SPEECH.—-CONCLUDED. 


Prorostrion.—* The Christian seligion.and the Bible 
tend to immorality and the injury of seciety.” 


I have shown by indisputable facts of history that 
it perverts history, ignores facts, persecutes scien- 
tists, disparages Freethought, and encourages the 
wildest vagaries. Despite all these facts, which my 
friend has not met, he says what good there is in 
Infidels they are indebted to Christianity for. 
Like the mass of his assertions, he did not think it 
worth while to prove it. There is not morality 
enough in your whole system to even.go round 
among the ministers ! ou have morality to spare. 
Where is it? I have shown you, proved by your 
own orthodox writers and preachers, proved by my 


‘friend himself, that your Christian atonement scheme 


lets the bottom out of all the morality you have 
“borrowed” from the heathen—a scheme that gives 
murderers a short cut by the rope’s end to heaven— 
a scheme that, as the Chicago Times says, gives men 
a first-class chance to be “jerked to Jesus !” 

Beautiful! is it not? **Salvation's free!” Talk, 
will you, of the immorality of Infidelity. Why, I 
think before you would dare to insinuate that any 
other system is immoral you would open your eyes 
to the foulness of your own, the pious host of swin- 
dlers, Sunday-school forgers, and pious pickpockets 
generally. 

That these are facts no informed person denies. 
My opponent does not deny them, but called all his 
Christian garbage “Infidels.” Queer Infidels, be- 
lieving as they do in the horrors of hell, ina personal 
god, a devil, the blood of Jesus te wash their sina 
away, the inspiration of the Bible, repentance and 
forgiveness of sin, no matter how vile; these are 
Infidels, are they? No, no, my friend, in spite of 
your despair, I shovel back the load you dumped 
from your theological cart at our door. Take them, 
my friend, they are all yours. They are sheep with 
your D.D. mark. There is not a damned goat among 
them. Civilization has outstripped your Bible and 
Christianity, and made you ashamed of your hell, 
God, and devil—a God that my friend has attempted 
to defend, a God full of cruelty, a God that he 
admitted the believer would imitate, and which we 
have shown was too closely imitated by men and 
women who hated and murdered eaeh other for 
God's sake ; and even here in Kirksville, Christian 
men and women looking sour and hate me because 
I tell them these truths. There is this difference 
between us, we show your doctrines no mercy. 
When you Christians bore rule you showed us no 
mercy. We do you the justiee to say that many 
noble men and women are found in the Christian 
church, both Catholic and Protestant, Their 
morality comes not from their religion. Facts which 
I have adduced show this. I have shown you that 
slavery existed under the influence of Christianity 
for centuries. 
nations on the earth to-day are the so-called Chris- 
tian nations. Many of the vices ad superstitions 
that cursed the world under pagan forms of religion 
have been embalmed and perpesmated under the 
Christian form. Christianity, I "have proved by 
historical facts, many of which he has not denied, 
thus stole its vices and follies from the heathen, as 
well as its few disjointed moral maxims. My 
friendly opponent has been unable te put his finger 
upon a single moral principle in Christianity that is 
not found in paganism, and existed hundreds of 
years before the dawn of Christianity ; but I proved 
that every such moral principle was rendered 
nugatory by its atonement scheme—a sort of 
heavenly bankrupt act to deadhead mean souls into 
paradise. . 

My friend has in various ways tried to break the 
force of these injurious facts by fixing attention on 
Infidelity in fierce denunciation, and scarcely the 
semblance of proof. He has represented that the 
heathen and savages were under the dominion of my 
system of nature, but without Christianity. My 
response was that they weve under the dominion of 
religion, superstition, with the exception of the 
civilized millions of heathendom, and they are 
patrons of science, art, and in many respects are 
superior in morals to Christian nations. 

He said men who have.no book revelation and no 
Christian religion, but have nature, are vielous and 
degraded. I think I showed the absurdity of that 
position. Nature, the theologiau claims, is the work 
of God. Strange indeed that works of God would 
defile men, and that the word of God only could 
reclaim them. My time is nearly expired, 

My friends, many severe worda have I uttered 
against your belief, as you have against the Free- 
thinkers. Let us not hate each other because we 
differ in opinion. Oh that I could emancipate your 
minds from the slavery of Christian dogmas, and 
have you share the joy we experience in freely rang- 
ing amid the ruins of old religions, learning the les- 


I have shown that the drunkenest | 


sons which they teach, that all religions are born to 


die, but truth is eternal more enduring than the 
everlasting hills. Grand isit to stand erect in noble. 


manhood and true womanhood, fearing no ill, 


trembling before no god, prostrating ourselves’ 


before no tyrant. Delicious is the freedom of 
thought which lifts the mind above the petty 
annoyances of life, bids it accept truth regardless of. 
consequences, and leave the world at last better than 
we found it. The glorious sun of the “age o 
reason” is steadily rising and dissipating the fog 
banks of superstition. Religion had taught us in 
mournful numbers, this earth is a “ vain world,” a 
“valley of bones,” a * house of mourning," a miser- 
able failure of an unhappy, tyrannical, bungling 
God. The scene is changing ; the dark curtain of 
creed we tear away. How lovely the scene! The 
storm is passed. All nature smiles. Our globe we 
see (thanks to the..brave brains which filled no 
cowards’ skulls) as"a world of more than fabled 
Eden's loveliness, taking its place among millions of 
other heavenly floating palaces. in ether space, 
swiftly flying its nineteen miles per second, round 
and round its center sun, and he, our yellow ged of 
day, swinging majestically around his central orb, 
perhaps in mighty Hercules, while we humans, like 
motes in sunbeam, pass our brief summer afternoon 
of life in obedience to the law of nature, which was 
never * made," which law whirls worlds and rounds 
tear-drops. 

Ah, my Christian fries, we have no dread of the 
unknown. You often misjudge us. . No thought of 
ours can change one law of the universe. In orderly 
march, conflicts, struggles, triumphs, events, large 
and small, obey an ever-active energy mightier than 
mind. Why should we fear to live? why dread to 
die? The best which nature has in store, like a 
kind indulgent mother, she will give us. Whether 
we live a million years or one year, it ennobles, 
refines, beautifies human life to do justice for jus- 
tice's sake, seek truth because truth 18 best, do good 
for goodness’ sake. 

We have shown that reason is a better guide than 
faith, and that science will take the place of the 
Bible and Christianity, and “ the world will be the 
better for it.” f 

Permit me to say, in closing, that it is with the 
kindest personal feeling toward my Christian friends 
that I have conducted this discussion. Hopeful am I 
that the battles of the race, in coming ages, may all 
be fought on the highlands of the intellect, peaceful, 
bloodless, glorious. To my opponent I say, I respect 
him for advocating what he believes is the truth, 
and for debating. We differ widely on many points. 
No one side has the whole truth, nor can it be wholly 
in error. We are better for such discussions. 

To the moderators I return my sincere thanks 
for the aid they have rendered, and to you, ladies 
and gentlemen, for your uniform courtesy. Good 
night. p 


The Godly Women of the Bible.—Continued. 


BY AN UNGODLY WOMAN OF THE 19TH CENTURY. 


TWO WIDOWS AND A WOMAN NOT A WIDOW. 


1 Kings, chapter xvii, gives us a glowing descrip- 
tion of a holy man of God, introducing a godly 
woman, whom we must not overlook. _ 

Elijah swore by God, “There shall not be dew nor 
rain these years;” and God told him to go and 
“hide thyself by the brook Cherith,” and com- 
manded the ravens, which “ brought him bread and 
flesh in the morning and bread and flesh in the even- 
ing, and he drank of the brook.” But by and by 
* the brook dried up because there had been no rain 
in the land;" a natural sequence. So God did not 
strive longer to feed Elijah by supernatural means, 
but said, * Get thee to Zarephath. Behold, I have 
commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee.” 
Who ever heard of a widow man? 

Now, ** when he came to the gate of the city, the 
widow woman was there gathering sticks," so he 
begged her for water and a morsel of bread. She 
swore by God she had not a cake, only a handful of 
meal and a little oil in a cruse, and she was gather- 
ing two sticks that she might dress it for her and 
her son that they might eat it and die, Elijah 
promised her if she would do as he had told her, 
and make him a little cake first, that the barrel of 
meal should not waste nor the cruse of oil fail till 
rain came and the famine ended. She obeyed, and 
did thus eat for many days. , 

What a lesson of faith is this! Suppose our 
modern tramps possessed this power and could 
make our women believe it, how many hearty meals 
and nights’ lodgings they could obtain where now 
they are grufily turned away by women who are not 
cooking their last morsel and by men who are roll- 
ing in. wealth and surfeiting in luxury, and Chris- 
tians too! ` 

If you will only have faith in God and feed the 
tramps first, even though you are starving, God will 
reward you; that is, if the tramp is a “man of 
God.” 

But this is not all. The son of the woman fell 
Sick, and there was no breath left in him, She then 


appears to have forgotten God's goodness and Eli-! 


jah’s miracle, and insinuated that the “man of 
God” had come there to call her: sin to remem- 
brance and slay her son. But Elijah, nothing 
daunted, took the boy up into the loft where he 
abode, put him on his bed, and, by a powerful mes- 
meric operation not unusual with practitioners at 
ihe present day, revived him and gave him to his 
mother. : 

And this is called another miracle, and is the last ` 
we hear of the widow woman in the Old Testament. 
Jesus refers to her in Luke iv, 25, 26. Her faith is 
brought up by the holy men of God at the present ` 
day to induce starving women to take the bread out 
of the mouths of their orphan babes and feed them 


first, and to deny themselvés the necessaries of life 


that some religious society may be sustained through 
their mites, contributions, and deprivations. 

Thus are the godly women of to-day led captive 
by this sort, which ereep into their houses, as did 
Elijah of old, under the pretense that all their giv- 
ings will be lending to the Lord, whether it be to 
sustain his servants, themselves, or for the upbuild- 
ing of his Zion in foreign lands in the shape of mis- 
sions for Bible and tract distribution. Tits are ` 
holy men of God in the nineteenth century provided 
with the good things of this life by women in vari- 
ous ways, from excellent meals at their own tables, 
donation parties at the parsonage, faire, festivals, 
entertainments, and such like schemes of begging 
up to the regular methods, and taxations for the 
support of the gospel; women, and poor women, 
too, contributing not the least for the sustenance of 
these male members of God's church militant, 

Proceeding on to second Kings, chapter fourth, we 
find Elijah's miracles repeated by Elisha, First, a 
woman, whose husband was dead, cried unto him: 
that her two sons were to be taken by her creditor 
to be bondsmen. So the prophet told her to borrow 
vessels of all her neighbors, “not a few." When 
she had done 80 he took the only pot of oil she had 
in the house and poured from it into the vessels till 
they were all filled, and the oil stayed. "Then Elisha 
said: “ Go sell the oil and pay the debt, and live 
thou and thy children of the rest.” l e. 

Surely, Christians who indorse this account ought 
not to accuse modern mediums and Spiritualists of 
charlatanism when they profess to produce some- 
thing out of nothing or to increase a little into much, 

Elisha's second miracle was performed for a woman 
not a widow, and is so similar to Elijah's that it is 
probable they are one and the same story. This 
“great woman” said to her husband: “Let us make 
a little chamber for this holy man of God that pas- 
seth by us continually, and let. us set for him there a 
bed, a stool, and a candlestick, and when he cometh 
to us he shall turn in thither.” 

‘Now, Elisha was overwhelmed with this kindness; 
80, a8 he Jay there one day, he said to his faithful 
valet: “Gehazi, call this Shunammite." As she: 
stood before him he asked her what he should do for 
her, naming over several honors he could confer. 
She respectfully declined them all, and he, in utter 
despair as to being able to reward her, turned to 
Gehazi and said, “ What, then, is to be done for 
her?" "The servant, more fertile in invention than 
his master, suggested that she had no children and 
that her husband was old. (2 Kings, iv. 14.) The 
no man of God was pleased with the idea, and said, 
* Call her "—for she had modestly retired from the 
presence of these two tramps after the first offer. 
But at the holy call “she stood in the door,” while 
Elisha lay in the bed, and Gehazi, we may suppose, 
8tood by his master's couch (?). Imagine the tableau 
while the miracle is performed. . And Elisha said, 
* About this season, according to the time of life, 
thou shalt embrace a son.” And she said, “Nay, 
my lord,:thou man of God, do not lie unto thine 
handmaid,” And the woman conceived and bore a. 
son at that season that Elisha had said unto her, 
“ According to the time of life.” i 

Are we to understand that God wrought a miracle 
in giving a child to this woman whose husband was 
old? How wasit wrought? Without the husband’s 
interference, we are led to infer. As thestory runs, 
the woman was “standing in the door," and the 
holy man lying in the bed; therefore, she must have 
been overshadowed by the Holy Ghost in the pres- 
ence of these two men, for we are evidently to 
understand that conception took place at this time. 

How many Christians would put such a version on 
a similar case occurring to-day? How many would 
believe such a narration? Not one! Besides, the 
account gives us every possible reason to conclude . 
that Elisha was father of the child. After he told 
her she should bear a child (verse 16), and where it 
is recorded (verse 17) that she conceived, there was 
ample time and opportunity for Gehazi to retire, the 
woman to enter the room, and a child to be begotten. 
It appears there was no prowling husband around to 
watch, and that the master and servant were per-: 
fectly agreed inthe matter. What would be thought 
of such a conversation between a married woman, in 
the absence of her husband, and two strolling male 
mediums nowadays? Why, they would be called 
Freelovers, especially if the woman had never had 
any children before, and at a certain length of time 
afterward she became a mother. Let the Comstock 
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Christians take the story and do what they please | fact, For had I been what I longed to be, I would doubt-! war upon the outside world, but hav attended strictly to 


with it. It is their story, not ours, and we commend 
it to their prayerful consideration. We think 
* Cupid's Yokes” not half so bad. Perhaps some 
reverend man of God of the present day who- has 
entered houses leading captive silly women can best 
explain its hidden meaning to a wondering laity. 
But the story is not yet complete. It has a most 
interesting finale. The boy was one day out with 


his father (?) among the reapers, and complained of| 


headache. He sent him in to his mother, and he sat 
on her knees till he died. Her first thought was of 
“the man of God,” not of her husband. He never 
left his work to look after the child, sick or dead ; 
and instead of sending for her husband to come 
home and attend to his dead boy, she went up aud 
laid him on the bed of *the man of God," and 
called unto her husband and said, *Send me, I pray 
thee, one of the young men and one of the asses, 
that I may run to the man of God and come again.” 
Her husband objected, for she had not told him the 
child was dead. But away she went full speed, 
accompanied by a male servant, who was commanded 
not to slacken his riding except as she bade him; for 
could not the man who had miraculously begotten 
the child miraculously restore ip? (Will the reader 
not examine the rest of the account in Kings, chap- 
ter 4)? When she reached the man of God she was 
so earnest she caught him by the feet and said: 
“Did I desire a son of my lord? Did I not say, 
Do not deceive me?” In her distrgss she here 
confesses that the son was “of my lord,” and the 
historian has so chronicled it. ; 

But we must pass on. Gehazi went in before the 
others and said that the child had not awakened, 
which was doubtless correct, if there be any truth in 
the account. But the record declares.that the child 
was dead upon Elisha’s bed. Now, it is said he 
magnetized the child into life, only that word is not 
used in sacred scripture. Nothing strange occurred. 
The child grew very ill; the mother, alarmed, laid it 
upon the prophet’s bed, and hastened after him. In 
order to make the story miraculous it must be stated 
the child was dead, when a little -manipulating— 
warming and breathing on him—brought him around 
all right (it seems he had a sunstroke); after which 
Elisha told his man-of-all-jobs to call the woman ; 
and she took up her son and went out; nor does.it 
appear that her husband knew aught of the matter. 

Now, this “holy man of God” seems to have been 
especially interested in this woman, for we read in 
2 Kings, chapter viii, that he was looking after her 
interests again, and no mention is made of that use- 
less appendage, her husband. He told her there 
would be seven years of famine, and she must Jook 
out for herself; so she went and dwelt in the land 
of the Philistines the seven years, and then returned 
to her own house, and by application to the king, 
through Elisha and Gehazi, succeeded in the restora- 
tion of her house and land she would otherwise have 
lost on account of her seven years’ absence. 

As we are not treating of Elisha but of the woman, 
who has not even a name, we will only add that 
while he would take such special pains to save this 
one woman!s one child, he could by his curses cause 
two bears to tear in pieces forty-two innocents, all 
children of mothers, we presume, and beloved by 
them as much as the boy of this Shunammite 
mother. This “man of God” has not an exalted 
character to boast of if the record be correct ; but 
as his sing were sins in favor of Israel's God, they 
were Winked at, even as are the sins of the clergy of 
to-day, who, in the name of God, outrage all decency, 
reason, and legal rights. Be that asit may, we are 
not anxious for a Succession of prophets in the line 
of Elijah and Elisha to lead us up into the Elysian 
fielda of kingdom come, unto the heavenly Canaan 


of rest. ; 
Thoughts for the Thonghtful.—No. 2. 
INSCRIBED TO THE REV J, H. DODD. 

How unsatisfactory to hav desires that can never be satis- 
fed! Atheism cannot destroy the great God whom I adore. 
—d, A. Dodd. 

And would men be any happier, on the great whole, were 
all their desires gratified? Are a thousandth part of their 
wishes, hopes, and aspirations ever satiefied? Then why 
believe it a proof of immortality simply because it is desira- 
ble, or supposed to be desirable? l 

Just think of the passionate ‘‘desires” of the deformed, 
crippled, and hopelessly diseased, for health, comeliness, 
and perfection of bodily development! And of what avail 
is it all towards the attainment of their coveted treasures? 
For many a year during my girlhood my longings were in- 
tense, conatant, and deep for beauty. I read of its charm 
in novels; L saw its power in the young maidens of my 
acquaintance; I felt its want in the ballroom, the play- 
ground, and the concert-hall, Everywhere was the heart- 
felt homage paid to beauty, and my soul cried out: 

* It I were only beautiful, how happy I would be! 
. T'dthen be loved by every one who chanced to look at me. 


I would bright eyes were sparkling beneath rich, glossy hair. 
I would my cheeks were blooming, and my brow was high and 


fair. 
They praise the beauty of the mind, and yet they only bow ? 
To the ruby lips, the graceful form, the fair and lofty brow.” 
And yet to-day I realiza how much better it probably is 
for me that my passionate desires Were not founded upon | 


less hav become a gay butterfly of fashion and my mind 
would hav been sacrificed to personal charms, . Just 80, my: 
friend, isit with you God and Christ-believers—you paradise 
and immortality-worshipers. To a vain dream of what you. 
wish for you are sacrificing the real and tangible now—the 
bright joys, pure pleasures, and high and holy aspirations 
of earth-life. What this world would hav been, had men 
devoted the time, toil, and means, the thought, study, and 
research, to developing its resources, perfecting the moral 
and physical nature of its inhabitants, and bending all. 
energies to making a heaven here, no one can imagine; but: 
we must all realize how infinitely superior everything would 
be to what it is now, 

The Infidel is the grown-up woman who sees that the 
myths and air-castles she once built on the temple of the 
goddess of beauty are as visionary, illusive, and undesirable 
as are those you non-progressive, always children, tied- 
back-to-a-past believers now indulge in as regards immortal- 
ity of identity. Not till you throw off the swaddling-clothes 
of your youth, the influences of early teachings, of religious 
novels, fictions, and myths, will you realize the dwarfing ; 
and belittling influence of longing and desiring for the im- 
possible. Let us all make the best of the now and to-day, and 
we will then see how quickly Atheism and common sense 
will destroy the God thee now adore, the dreams thee now , 
cherish, and the visions thee now imagine. 

Every religion, every god, ghost, demon, and phantom of 
the past is dead. Every one that now livs will follow in 
the same way. New gods will arise, and new religions will 
cluster around them; but just as surely as they are born 
will they, too, die and pass away, for no one form or iden- 
tity is, or ever can be, eternal, 

On man alone depends his destiny., The gods are nothing. 
Bo work, my friend, for facts, work for the real, and leave 
dreams and fancies for children. The strong man needs 
strong food, strong thoughts, and strong labors to bring out 
his powers, his capacities, and his greatest perfections of 
-body and mind. . 

* "Tis we must grasp the lightning 
And plough the rugged soil. 
‘Tis we must conquer suffering 
And plague and murder foil. 
"Tis we must build the paradise 
And bravely right the wrong. 


The God above us fafleth; - 
The god within is strong.” 


ErMiNA D. SLENKER. 


a 


Snowville, Va. l 
The Oneida Community. 


To THE EDITOR or Tae TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Nearly 
forty. years ago & little. band of about eigüty persons, 
strong in the feeling that they were inspired with new 
and grand truths, and anxious to work them out practically, 
settled at Oneida, N. Y. They were fully convinced that 
their inspiration came from the God of the universe through 
Jesus Christ. Asto that we may each hav our own opinion; 
it matters not so far as this article is concerned. If God 
does occasionally inspire mankind to do good let us not 
quarrel with him, but accept it for what it is worth, and 
profit by it. "These people were fired with zeal for the new 
truth to that extent that loss of funds, malicious: misrepre- 
sentations, hatred, and even personal violence could not 
deter them from a trial of what to them was an inspiration. 
They hav a social system of their own, differing entirely 
from that of the outside world. It is of this that I would 
speak. I hav no intention of going into a description of 
this social system. It can be had from their own works. 
I wish merely to giv some facts and make some com- 
parisons. . 

I think when a social system produces such results as hav 
been produced in less than forty years by this, there is 
nothing in it that need terrify any one. They hav been in- 
variably orderly and quiet citizens, even under the most 
aggravating circumstances. ‘hey hav established large and 
flourishing business enterprises. They are all industrious 
and economical. They number now nearly three hundred, 
and not one of them out of employment. No tramps among 
them. They hav established educational institutions that 
are equal if not superior to any in the nation. They are 
well informed, this being one of the necessaries of the soci- 
ety. They hav no police court, jail, or almshouse within 
their domain; neither hav they a house of correction. They 
hav not put the county or state to the expense, in any way, 
of caring for one of their number. None of them drink, 
chew, or smoke. They are so pleasantly and profitably 
employed that they flad no time to ‘tattle " about their 
neighbors. ‘Their manufactured articles are sought after by 
those who hav tasted them. Their canned fruit is unsur. 
passed. I hav the testimony of a Christian gentleman of 
good moral character as to the healthfulness, intelligence, 
and personal beauty of the children. He says: ''Too 
much cannot be said in praise of the method of Oneida with 
their children. Bay what may be against their social system, 
they hav certainly made some discovery which we hav not 
in regard to bringing forth and rearing children." 

* Some discovery." "This Christian gentleman, and all 
Others, ought to know that no mother in all these years was 
made an unwilling slave to the depraved appetites and pas- 
sions of brutal lust. None in all that large number of 
mothers was ever tempted to murder her own flesh in order 
to hide her shame and degradation. Children are there 
begotten when both parents desire offspring, and when both 
are in the best possible condition physically and mentally. 
This may hav much to do with the uniform good condition 
80 universally spoken of by those who hav seen them. All 
of those people hav the comforts of life; none of them 
neither men, women, nor children, are left to the uncertain 


ances her damnation even in this world is sure. 


the working out of their own inward thought. 

Now, in the face of all these facts, which if not known 
might and ought to hav been, Christianity, with her hands 
all begrimed and dripping with the blood of thousands alain, 
her garments stained with ten thousand nameless crimes, 
not content to ever behold purity's peace and natural love, 
true to her hitherto beastly ins!incts, demands a change 
in the social system of Oneida. They are not perfect; no 
one would claim them to be; yet compare them in their 
home of peace and quiet, with Joy and intelligence beaming 
from each face, compare them, I say, with the outside 
world, scarred as it is with jails, penitentiaries, houges of 


j correction, almshouses and poorhouses, the wan and hag- 


gard look of her who has sought the river or the deadly 
poison to escape the finger of scorn ; the thousands who are 
homeless, begging, not for bread but for the privilege of 
earning it; the dens of vice and crime in all our large cities, 
the manifest discontent and suffering of even those who hav 
of this world’s goods been stuffed to satiety. And can you 
say to Oneida, '* Change your social system ?” 

Christianity has never been able to liv peaceably with any 
other system, no matter how pure, if it conflicted in the 
least wth her established ideas. Differ ever so little from 
her prescribed plan and you are damned heroe if she has the 
power ; if not here, you are sure of it hereafter. Her anath- 
ema has gone forth against Oneida, and from all appear- 
She has 
touched her and her fate is sealed. The people of Oneida 
can never giv up their central thought and remain pure. 
Even the Christians will not trust them ; they will always 
believe them to be living above marriage, although they 
hav themselves forced them to accept it. 

O ye men and women of Oneida, many eyes are upon 
you. Many hav believed that you had well-nigh solved 


,the problem. Sad, sad indeed will be the day when you 


giv up the principle for which you so bravely suffered at 
the first! You believed you were right. You hav tried 
for forty years, and hav evolved success from your thought. 
Now, when you are prepared to prove to the world by your 
work that itis 8 success, to giv up thus were cowardly in 
the extreme, 

Let any one point to any Christian community of three 
hundred souls in our broad land, and say that in forty 
years there has never been a.theft, a murder, an abortion, 
Bome poor girl ruined and deserted, some banker rob- 
bing the poor, some victim of the rumseller, some 
neighborhood scandal, or some one of these, and I will then 
study to know the social system under which they lived. 
Iam fully persuaded that Oneida owes its aucceas in avoid- 
ing all these to the social system under which they hav 
lived. ' 

Must these people be forced to submit to Christian mar- 
riage ? Must they, in order to satisfy a system whose very 
touch is palsy, and upon whose face is written deceit, hy- 
pocrisy, falsehood, snd lust, giv up that which to them has 
been not only an inspiration but a practical method of re- 
forming and making themselves better men and women, en- 
abling them also to bring forth the best possible offspring? 
If Christian society can produce as good results I hav noth- 
ing to say ; but where are they ? 

Let some of the apostles of Christian marriage produce 
such zesults and Iam forever mum. Let them decrease 
the number that are daily being drawn from our best society 
into the dens of vice. I might say driven from society, for 
let one of the frail ones make but a slip and there is no 
place left open but the dark and dreary dowaward road to 
wretchedness and despair. While our society is producing 
ragged honesty for the many and gorged and bloated hy- 
pocrisy for the few, while we hav the ten thousand penniless 
wanderers up and down our railroad lines, and the railroad 
king in his palace on wheels, can we with consistency say 
that we are even trying to solve the great problem of the 
greatest good to the greatest number. Liberals, while we are 
striking at &l ef the evils which infest our land, are we 
really lookirg for the best method of making mankind bet- 
ter? To make people good we must make them comfort- 
able. They must not feel that to cease exertion is to starve. 
They muat not feel that with their own unaided arm against 
an army of speculators they must make their way for them- 
selves and little ones. This it is that fosters selfishness and 
engenders hatred and strife. 


Oneida has made the weak ones feel that they were to re- 
ceive protection instead of being pushed to the wall. This 
subject is worthy our attention if we are true to our race. 
I claim that Oneida has well-nigh solved this great problem, 
They hav at least pointed the direction in which a solution 
lies. Itrust they will remain true to the principles upon 
which they were established, for they would prove it to hav 
been founded upon an eternal principle of truth. 

Reading, Pa., Jan. 20, 1880. L. E. HucaiNs. 

— ae 


Tue “gods” did well when they prevented man from 
eating the fruit of the tree of knowledge, but they must hav 
been young and inexperienced to hav created a tree the 
fruit of which in time would cause their own destruction, 
Humanity is beginning to borrow and to eat of the fruit of 
the tree of knowledge and wisdom, and the noble bud of 
reason is unfolding ite preclous leaves in the material soul 
of man, and man will yet be a8 wise as the gods, for the 
gods themselves preconceived this. 'The gods are distant, 
and are slowly but surely fading away. The gods are 
doomed.— 0. F. Homer. 
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Tux United States has more cattle than, any other nation 
on the globe. 


— ——* M9—————— 
Tux skeleton of a horse is composed of 243 separate 


ties of a very cold, uncertain society. They hay made not | bones. 
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Communications. 


A Small Roland. 


Well, you see, friend Green, the trouble with me is I am 
somehow so got up (maybe it is constitutional) that I look 
to principles, hav great respect for principles, with un- 
bounded faith and devotion follow principles. Oa the other 
hand,I regret to say that, from long experience, I hav 
learned not to be the least bit overawed by persons or by 
great names, especially when the great names hav not much 
else but name to swear by. The great learning, the respect- 
ability, the solemn, high mightiness of university profess- 
ors, don't impress me worth 8 cent. I remain calm and 
unfluttered in the presence of persons with these qualities 
unless they are accompanied by a high regard for truth, 
some knowledge of bottom principles, and a determination 
to stand by principles through all dangers and all vicissi- 
tudes. 

Just as a half truth is the most damaging of lies, so 

a half-hearted adherent to any cause is the greatest hin- 
drance to it. I hav heard in the speech of back woods 
people something about being ‘‘a man, or a mouse, Or a 
long-tailed rat;” and the scripture characterizes some dis- 
ciples as being lukewarm enough to be spewed out. The 
amphibli are never quite sg graceful and lovely as dear 
.gazeles, and uncompromising loyalty to a causa once 
espcused, I must believe, will yet for some time be held in 
fairrepute. Let it be either loyalty or entire abandonment. 
Don't try to make a home where the heart is 7f. 

Now you see the Other day a troop of these professors 
pranced intothe Liberal arena, with starting eyeballs and 
atreaming hair, proclaiming that the private relations of a 
private individual, existing fifteen years ago, are going to 
knock the bottom out of the univerae, right off, to-day, this 
week; and they were born, oh! cursed spite, to set it right. 
Now there is no law compelling these gentlemen thus super- 
serviceably to rush to the assistance of the great author of 
the Cosmos, and they ought to hav known that they 
would push their enterprise at their peril unless they were 
adequately armed and surely sanctioned by the eternal prin- 
ciple of things, They came, however, unwarily, incau- 
tiously, with a hole in their armor. The opportunity was 
too good to be lost. The present writer, advocate and 
defender of the Eighth Demand of Lib>ralism, let fly a 
javelin through thorax and heari of the solemn pretens:, 
and it has not been heard of since till now friend Green puts 
in against me a plea of wrong classification, 

Let’s see about that, I found Professor Oliver talking 
just as Abbot does, aud'as Joe Cook does—demanding for 
Liberals ‘a practical standard of conduct above public 
reproach.” I found him talking about “ principles which 
"we" (the professors) ‘‘deemed injurious to public morals;” 
and as the League was not organized to promote ‘‘ public 
morals,” but was organized to assert and in all ways to pro- 
mote ‘natural morality,” and don’t care a continental 
about “public reproach,” why, the conclusion is, these 
Professors “therefore resolved that we hereby sever our 
connection with the National Liberal League.” 

Now that is exactly the sort of talk, of which I cited in. 
stance after instance from several columns in the Index in- 
voking “public morality" and quoting and praising Joe 
Cock. Joe Cook agrees with Abbot about ‘ public morali- 
ty,” and Prof. Oliver agrees with Abbot. Taese three all 
agree together, and I cannot see for the life of me how I 
hav wrongly classified either of them. If O equals A, and 
A equals C, don’t O equal C, Mr. Green? If you don't be- 
lieve it, ask the Professor of Mathematics at Cornell. 

I need buta little piece of the tail of a crustacean, so ad- 
mirably contrived for going backwards, to construct the 
whole crab. But {didn’t make the little piece of tail, nor 
am I blaming the crab for his inverse way of getting ahead. 
I only assign him his place in animated nature. 

“ Himself it was who wrote 
His rank, and quartered his own coat.” 
And it ig himself alone who can get himself out of bad 
company. If he has made mistakes, as friend Green con- 
cedes, let him correct them, and then sin no more. These 
are days of confession, Others hav had to own up, and it 
won't hurt Prof. Oliver. Confession is good for the soul, 


and Prof, Oliver’s needs something good for it almost as | 


medicinally as any Liberal know. He has for his guide 
the high and noble exemplar now suffering vicarious atont- 
ment up there at Albany. He confessed his little peccadillo, 
The outrage on “public morality” shrank into microscopic 
proportions at once, and every accuser was dumb. He now 
stands many altitudes higher than if he had never been ac- 
cused. Let Prof. Oliver go and do likewise, and he too 
will develop from the tribe crustacean up into the race 
yaammaliau, with vertebrate results. 

But has Mr. Green started out to coach Prof. Oliver to 
run for the Presidency of the National Liberal League ? It 
looks like it. If so he ought to be apprised of the fact that 
he has taken a ‘‘ darned long row to hoe.” The League, 
in convention assembled, will naturally want to see that 
confession, and will call on Prof. Oliver to rise and explain. 
The League will want a President who don’t make mis- 
takes, Its first President was pretty much all made up of 
mistakes, and we don't want another. Its second President 
don't make mistakes, and we do want another, when the 
time comes to change. 

Armies hav been known to giv deserters very drum- 
head treatment and then escort the delinquents out 
of camp to be shot. Mr. Green would secure disci- 
pline by promoting his runawaye. He says, “There is 
no Liberal. in the United States whom I prize more 
highly thaa I do Prof. Oliver ;' and again, ‘‘I must say I 
do not know where we could find a more worthy man to 
take Mr. Wrisht’s place.” 


| These assertions tax credulity. No Liberal would ever 
‘suppose Mr. Green's acquaintance among “‘ worthy men" 
so limited. You don't know a more worthy man than Prof. 
Oliver, who has been standing on the order of kis going out 
ofthe League for two years past, who rises every now and 
then to explain, '* Now I'm going, going,” with hat in one 
' hand and knob of the door in the other, letting in the 
chilly draught, kotowing and waving his farewells, every- 
| body taking cold and getting hoarse responding their 
adieus, and as yet he don’t quite go? who hasn’t opened 
his head in any public way for the League since the event- 
ful day at Syracuse, and who has not lifted his finger in any 
way that anybody has heard of in behalf of the martyr for 
all our freedoms, including his own—up there at Albany ? 
Don't you know Mr. James Parton, who says brave words 
and backs them up by noble deeds for Liberalism? Don’t 
you know T. B. Wakeman, ready in debate, first-class or- 
ganizer, clear-headed, intrepid, and unanswerable pleader 
for just laws and their impartial admiaistration ? Haven't 
you more or less slight acquaiotance with Prof. Rawson, 
whom it would be a good *' civil service " move to promote 
from his present hard-worked and uapaid Secretaryship—. 
unpaid except in ‘‘ slings and arrows" to which your favor- 
ite Professor contributes a cruel barb ?' Don’t you know 
Parker Pillsbury, another of the ‘Old Gward ” in the war 
against slavery ? and as we succeeded so well with one of 
those veterans, would you object to trying another in pref- 
erence to the learned Professor? "Don't you: know Mc- 
Cracken, and Campfield, and Walker, and York—soldiers 
in the field who by their words and works prove themselves 
eligible timber for Presidents ? Don't you happily know 
some of our noble women, Amy Post or Lucy Colman for 
instance—either of whom would be a more “ worthy man” 
for President than Prof. Oliver? Or lastly don’t you know 
yourself, Mr, Green, who would compare with your nomi. 
nee ‘‘as Hyperion to a Satyr” in worth to take Mr. Wright's 
place? After a statement like that, concerning the only 
man you koow, you owe it to the Liberal publie to clearly 
set forth what Prof. Oliver has ever done to niake him & 
worthy successor of the Hon. Elizur Wright. What are his 
virtues ? What are his quelifications ? If he is 80 very 
eligible these are the points you will be obliged to me for 
calling out. : 

But for myself, as far as I know now, if I've got to go for 
some great university name very slightly identified with the 
League, and none but cultured college-bred candidates are 
to be considered, I do not propose to Btoop to any mere pro- 
fessor. Igo fora man of Science AND Theology, who is 
already a president; and Dr. McCosh, of Princeton, is my 
man. Elzar Wright as good 98 nominated him, too, last 
week; orat least he made his rare qualifications known ; 
and between Mr. Wright’s two discoveries of sound Presi- 
dential timber I go for McCosh. The enemies of the 
National Liberal League charge that it will never be satisfied 
til] it gets an openly-pronounced Freelover for President— 
also an undoubted candidate for Mr. Bennett’s successor in 
making shoes. Dr. McCosh fills the bill. It is lucky that 
‘all. this came out before Dr. McCosh is elected, because it so 
handsomely discounts the exposure business. 

These are a few specimens from a large collection of my 
* honest views.” et them go forth to the Liberal world 
through Tug TRUTH SEEKER and take 2 wrestle with those 
of our everesteemed and hard-working Liberal friend 
Green. T. C. LELAND. 

P. 8.—I don't propose to bolt if Dr. McCosh goes up Salt 
River and Prof. Oliver is elected. 

N. B —I don't want to *' sever my connection.” 

Tare NorICE.—HRetreats—steps backward—are not my 
style. I leave that to the crabs, 

(397 I take more interest in the front than in the rear. 
T. C. L. 


[From the Boston Herald.] 
* Pessimism” and Positivism. 


To Tam EDITOR OF THE HERALD : In your issue of the 
26th are some well-timed and admirable remarks on the 
doleful article of Prof. Goldwin Smith in the February 
Atlantic. The apparently over-learned professor admits 
that the world has about done with dogmatic Christianity, 
and seems to see no:hing better for the human race ahead 
than universal suicide. Nature, including the human, is 
too bad and horribly tyrannical to be comfortably endured. 
Having to his own satisfaction worked out a demonstration 
of despair, he concludes thus : 

If areal religious philosophy is possible, this is the time 
for its appearance. On one side we hav the official defend- 
ers of the established creed desperately identifying all 
religion "with the untenable; on the other hand, we hav 
men trained exclusively in physical science, contemptuously 
ignorant of history and philosophy. that is, of moral and 
social mau, and determined, with a fanaticism scarcely less 
violent than that of the theologians, to expel all religion 
from the world. Between the two extremes isit not possi- 
ble to find some foundation for a rational religion? It must 
be possible, if we are in the hands of a being who cares for 
us, who has power to guide us to the truth, and to whose 
character the better part of ours affords a real clew. 


But Prof. Smith, by a broad and exhaustive collation and 
induction of incontrovertible facts, has just demonstrated 
that we are not in the hands of any such being. It we were, 
there would be good reason for his pessimism. If we are in 
the hands of any being out of ourselves, and to whose char- 
acter the best part of *' ours affords a real clew," he has not 
guided us to the truth by the Christian dogmas, for they ure 
exploded. He has simply left us to ourselves, or to be 
guided by those physical scientists who are so violently 
fanatical as to be determined to expel all religion from the 
world, or, in other words, who deny that we are in the 
hands of any such being. The total absence of a being with 


the only possible soil on which optimism could grow. And. 
a better quality of it does grow there than ever grew. under 
any variety of theism, unless it be pantheism. ` LAE 

When Mr. Smith assumes that men trained in physica 
science are trained in that exclusively, and that they con- 
temptuously ignore history and philosophy, and that they 
wish or attempt to expel religion from the world otherwise. 
than as the knowledge of all that men are capable of know- 
ing necessarily expels it, he is deplorably mistaken. Deny- 
ing the personality or special providence of what causes 
motion and life in the universe, if we must postulate a cause,. 
is not denying a future cxistence to any being by us known — 
to exist. Very few scientists either afirm or deny that. 
They are not so virulent as to carry ou any war with either 
imagination or hope. "When they turn matter into ineon- 
ceivable tenuity, they at least approach a possibility that we 
may liv etherially after we hav ceased to liv materially. 
When they demonstrate that the material man of to-day is 
not identified with the material man of last year, and yet 
admit that memory is an attribute of mind reaching back. 
from old age to childhood, they by no means conclude that ' 
mind cannot possibly outlive matter. They simply postpone 
conclusion for further experiment. They determine to take 
as much pleasure as possible in work and discovery while 
they hav sense to work with, being sure this will not dis- 
qualify them for any work or pleasure which may fall to 
their lot when they hav none.. When God and religion are 
gone, men, women, ard children and good nature are left, 

Religion is not a scientific word, because God is not & 
scientific being. All that distinguishes man from other ani- 
ma's is the superiority of his reasoning faculty, capable of 
rapid and almost unlimited development and growth. In 
mechanical adaptations and vividness of emotions other 
animals may equal if not excel him. Religion never was 
and never can bea matter of the reason, but of the emotions; 
and no matter how religious a man may be, his dog is prob- 
ably more so, The mountain, the cateract, tha ocean, the 
thunderstorm, inspire more awe aud won ler in man than 
any conception of omnipotent spirit, Parenis, brothers, 
sisters, wife, children, neighbors, inspire more love than 
any being that was ever the object of religion to maa. Even 
patriotism, under a government that is at all wise and just,. 
is afar stronger and higher sentiment than any object of 
religion ever inspired. . 

If Prof. Goldwin Smith is in sesrch of a religion, or 
“real religious philosophy," Positivism surely ought to ` 
satisfy him, for it proposes a church without a theology. 
Of course, it has to giv a new definition to the word religion, ... 
But, with the utmost care, it saves the word, and, with | 
unanswerable logic, it contends that it has saved all the 
meaning of it which was ever good for anything. Yet, 
after all, it had to invent à new word, and, having done, 
that, the old word was hardly worth saving. 

The word which Positivism has added to the vocabulary 
is Altruism—ihe love and care for others. It contains all 
the good there ever was or could be in, or rather under, the 
word religion. It will probably survive as being the fittest, - 
while religion will become obsolete, for precision requires 
that, as the world advances, new words shall be introduced 
and old ones forgotten. Astronomy has displaced asirol- 
ogy, and chemistry alchemy. Altruism signifies what 
always existed in human nature, more or less, and is the 
foundation of society. It grows out of every I or Ego. Its 
good quality is testified to by the very fact that egotism or 
selfishaess is everywhere aterm of contempt. Yet no one 
is considered worthy of respact who does not begin by 
respecting himself. Only he must not ead there, Positiv- 
ism has, therefore, slightly Changed the word egotism to 
egoism, which means, simply, the indispensable zulcrum of 
which Altruism is the lever. Pusitivism, which, having 
first exorcised the word religion, calla itself ‘‘ the religion 
of humanity,” makes Egoism or Individualism the center, 
and its religion is nothing but the attraction between that 
and other human beings, varying, of course, inversely as 
the square of the distance. Its molecular uait is the family. 
Then comes the more slightly cohering aggregation of ita 
voluntary, untheological church, without a particle of dam- 
nation for unbelief. lt cultivates morality, not by coercion 
or compulsion, or even by the will ur authority of any man, . 
or majority of men, but by the comparison of lives and 
examples of the highest success iu pursuing and impartiag 
happiness. It is a sort of free church, to which a free state 
can hav nó objection. f 

It any one thinks an old religion cannot be safely dis- 
carded Without introducing a new one, he or she had better 
send to the Society of Humanity, 141 Eighth street, New 
York, for ''An Epitome of the Positive Philosophy and 
Religion," containing not only the religious tenets and details 
of church organization, but also a very able and valuable 
letter from the late Harriet Martineau, in reply to the *' re. 
grets” and commiseration of certain American friends in 
regard to her philosophical and religious conclusions. 

In this remarkable letter, at the close of her active career 
and after she had reached what Christiana call Atheism, 
but many years before her death, and while her mind was 
in its utmost vigor, she writes: 

As for the sense of general health, intellectual and 
moral, the full and joyous liberty under the everlasting 
laws of nature, and the disappearance of incongruity, per- 
plexity, and moral disturbance, such as every theory of the 
government of the universe must cause to thoughtful minds, 
we can only enjoy these blessings in sympathy with our fel- 
low-disciples. It is only by attaining them that the bless: - 
ings of them can be understood. What Caristians may 
know by observation, if they will, is, that we who hav gone 
through their experience (whereas, they hav not had ours) 
are healthier in mind, higher in views and conduct, and . 
happier in lifeand ine prospect of death, than we were 
before. Our old friends may wonder at it; but that is their 
affair. We know our own feelings; and the wonder to ug ig, 


power to guide us to the truth, without the will to do it, is | that inexperienced persons should pronounce upon them. 


The Truth Seeker, February 7, 1880. 
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How miserably small do the apostles of pessimism appear 
_ compared with such a thinker and doer as Harriet Mar- 


tineau! | ErnizuR WRIGHT. 
Boston, Jan. 27, 1880. 


Religious Instruction for Our Criminals and 
. Its Effect upon Them, 


To ram EDITOR or THE TRUTH BSEEKEB, Sir: The 
furnishing of religious instruction for the criminal popula- 
tion of this country is something upon which the masses are 
extremely ignorant. Beldom do we hear anything regarding 
it from pulpit or press or from our legislators, and the com- 
mon people giv it no attention at all. 

The obligations we are supposed to be under to a Creator 
for life, health, for all that we enjoy in this lifé, and for a 
supposed necessary preparation for a pleasant and happy 
existence in an imaginary future world with the gods we 
manufacture, has been so long taught us by designing and 
often unscrupulous religious zealots and priests, securing a 
living by working upon the fears and credulity of the igno- 
rant and toiling who hav become still more ignorant and 
nearly pauperized, till the people hav come to think these 
teachers and teachings a necessity and that even our crimi- 
nals are benefited by them. 

Ag religions hav to do with an assumed future life regard- 
ing which no two intelligent persons agree and nothing can 
be positively demonstrated, it is a question whether much 
valuable time should be taken from the little allotted us 
here in a fruitless attempt to search out the unknowable and 
to deal so much with the visionary and unreal, when the 
entire scheme is based upon assumptions so nearly ground- 
less. ` : 

First, the existence of a personal God somewhere in the 
heavens and outside of nature; second, that we hava future 
existence; and third, that our principal business while in 
this world is in some way to prepare for this imaginary 
existence somewhere in some world after the death of the 
body. . 

This, to us, is the real world; the only one we know any- 
thing about;.and, so far as science has yet shown, the only 
one we. shall ever see—the beginning and the end with each 
living, intelligent organism. As we hav no knowledge of a 
previous existence, theré may be nothing after the death of 
. the body, Thus all we now hav, so far as we know, is the 

result of the growth and development of the body, and may 
depart with it. 

_ Viewing things in this light, reason would say, Giv your 
attention to things wholly pertaining to the welfare, happi- 
ness, and prosperity of all human beings while in this life, 
and take care of the next when we find it. 

"This much hav we said:in attempting to show the folly 
of intelligent, reasoning people outside of prisons wasting 
so much time and squandering so much money advocating 
theories and speculating about the next world, as it cannot 
be done except to the disparagement of this, to the detri- 
ment of human happiness and improvement, to the injury 
of the best forms of organized society, and also by the 
neglect of much that is valuable, practicable, and useful ; 
thus detracting from the substantial, the real, and the 
knowable by cultivating the fanciful, the superstitious, and 
the marvelous, leading to ignorance, intemperance, vice, 
and crime. 

The majority of our one hundred thousand criminals in 
this country are now suffering through ignorance of a thou- 
sand things that should be taught them concerning their 
actions and duties in this life, and continue to disregard the 
high moral law of right, disobey the laws of the land, be- 
come more degraded and criminal, and will thus continue 
in these pernicious ways till a radical reform is effected in 
their teachings. 

The teaching is nearly all visionary, absurd, impractical, 
and useless. Little effort is made to instruct the ignorant, 
correct their errors, improve or enlighten the intellect, 
strengthen the weak moral perception, or to provide them 

_ with better surroundings, and giv them better ideas of this 
life; but it is all for the next world, which means neglect in 
this, and they become more and more debased. 

The culprit is told he has disobeyed God and greatly 
offended him, and if a settlement is effected satisfactory to 
God he is clear from guilt. The pernicious effect of such 
teachings to a vicious, debased, and badly organized crimi- 
nal is terrible to contemplate and destructive to all incen- 
tives toreform. He must first be shown he has disgraced 
himself, and if he cares not for this and has no desire to 
correct his habits or change his course of life—he may be- 
lieve in one God or a thousand—he will not permanently 
reform; but for his own good and the protection of society, 
prison is his only proper place. E 

The injury he has done to friends and society is the next 
in order, and restitution should be made so far as in his 
power, and he must hav regard for the laws of the land. 
Self-respect is necessary to start the wrong-doer on the right 
road; he must be taught the worth of honesty and integrity 
of character and be brought to see the benefits resulting to 
an obedient and worthy citizen of the best government in 
the world, and of his obligations to support it, instead of his 
duties to imaginary gods, of which our laws take no cogni- 
Zance. ; 

Secular, rational, truthful, moral, and practical instruc- 
tion should take the place of the present instruction, which 
is almost entirely religious. It is generally supposed that 
preachers of the gospel and pious, enthusiastic religionists 
are the only proper persons to teach a convict or to hav the 
supervision Over him, but nothing could be farther from 
the truth. 3 

Their teaching is regarding gods, heavens, hells, devils, 
and & future world, with which at present a convict should 
hav nothing to do till he has learned to take proper care of 

. this, None of these are any real help in performing life's 


duties ; therefore should be discarded ; and people intro- 
ducing these fanciful and unexplainable beings, with their 
imaginary abodes, no matter how good their intention, are 
doing the culprit positive injury. f 

The criminal is imprisoned and punished for violating the 
laws of the land, and not for disobedience to the laws of 
any god, unless included in these Jaws; and if included in 
the laws of the land why speak of them as being the laws 
of God, as no god helped to frame them or takes any part 
in their execution? When attributed to a god they do not 
restrain the criminal, but he will care even less for them 
than for the speedy administration of the laws of the land, 
a8 well he knows by experience no gods execute or adminis- 
ter law. . 

All the instruction given a convict should help to rectify 
his mistakes and improve his.condition in this life, because 
no living person can teach him truthfully concerning 
another; and no religion should be taught the wrong-doer 
except to do right ; that is all-sufticient, as no person in this 
world can do better than to do right. 

Should the convict find another world after death, he will 
at least be as well prepared for the change as he was on 
entering this; and if we assume that his effort and time 
8hould be expended here in preparing for the next life, by 
the same logic we may assume the next life should be occu- 
pied in preparing for another still in advance, - ` 

However pious or good his intention, no such person 
should be permitted to delude a convict with sophisms and 
unexplainable mysteries, and make these, as they now do, 
take the place of real knowledge and beneficial instruction, 
to call his attention from present duty to himself and com- 
munity, and by false reasoning from untenable and unsound 
premises continue to lead him astray. — 

The most religious persons being wholly engrossed with 
their religions are illy prepared to giv practical and useful 
instruction to the erring, as they suppose that religion is all 
he needs. "That being the chief concern with them, it must 
be good and nocessary for a law-breaker, and if accepted by 
him he wil], in the sight ef the gods, become more favored 
than a person moral and upright in character, obedient to 
law, but who has not embraced religion, become pious, and 
is not a believer in absurdities and dogmas. i 

That the natural result of such teachings is to produce 
criminals and confirm them in crime is evident to the rea- 
soner and to those having positions in prisons who giv atten- 
tion to the effect upon them, and to those not prejudiced in 
favor of some religion; being a strong argument against 
giving convicts religious instruction, as it forms no part of 
wholesome discipline, does not correct, improve, enlighten, 
or instruct the convict, or in any way strengthen or assist to 
a better life. : 

Religion does nothing to strengthen the weak moral nature 
of the criminal, and we shall object to these very pious per- 
sons who are usually selected to teach them in the Bible 
class, as they are unbalanced in organization, not properly 
developed in reasoning and intellectual powers of mind and 
thought, eccentric, prejudiced and irrational, bigoted, su- 
perstitious, and exclusive; often narrow-minded, hypocriti- 
cal and selfish, illogical and silly in thelr views and illus- 
trations ; and it is seldom that such persons are capable of 
taking proper care of themselves, and it is impossible for 
them to improve and elevate a convict. 

They cannot benefit the most intelligent class, who are 
quick to detect the discrepancies in religious teachings, the 
unsound and foolish absurdities taught, and the small re- 
gard these religious enthusiasts hav for justice, moral prin- 
ciple, and right action—but depend wholly on the saving 
faith of their religion and the help of their unseen and mys- 
terious gods. "n ; 

This appeal to the criminal ís not to his higher and better 
nature, but the selfish and the inferior ; and if he assent to 
such teachings it is to still further debase him in the attempt 
to escape hell'in a future world and to secure heaven ; but 
it produces no wholesome restraint upon his vicious course 
and life of crime while here. 

No doubt a class of ignorant, vicious, and superstitious 
criminals are controlled somewhat by a fear of hell, of the 
devil, and of the priests; and will assent to almost any- 
thing taught by those of superior kaowledge, yet they are 
not improved by these delusions ; and the state should not 
suffer any class of its criminals to be thus defrauded, but 
Should furnish them with truthful, positive, and rational 
instruction that will improve their condition here and now. 

These zealous pious people seldom command the respect 
of the average convict, who ridicules them and their relig- 
ion in their absence, who becomes the more deceitful and 
treacherous in proportion as he is being defrauded, and will 
reduce it to practice as occasion requires. Our best busi- 
ness men are not found among religious enthusiasts and 
fanatics, neither are our best thinkers, our sound, logical 
reagoners, Our most practical, common sense men, to whom 
we look for the most valuable instruction regarding the af- 
fairs of this life, found among the religious organizations of 
to-day ; because they are too sectarian, illiberal, and exact- 
ing of them, and they will not be trammeled. 

The best instructors for the people at the present time, 
and for the convicts, are found outside of the churches, but 
are not permitted to teach our criminals, because they will 
not defraud them with religion. 

The priests claim the exclusive right to instruct the crimi- 
nal because they care for and pretend to save the soul, but 
neglect his body, and are paid for this neglect by all tax- 
payers, many taking no stock in religion but help to pay for 
cheating and mystifying the convict with religious specula- 
tions. 

Men of genuine integrity of character, possessing the 
most systematic, clear, logical, and comprehensive ideas of 
human life, having large experience inthe different business 
vocations, liberal, cultured, and unbiased, professing no re- 
ligion but that of honesty and strict reotitude of life, ar 


the proper persons to be teachers of the young and tising 
generation, and very suitable „persons to giv instruction to 
one who has made mistakes and broken the laws of the 
land, to show him the great loss he sustains while in this 
life, and the misery and wretchedness he may avoid now ; 
not by becoming a religious hypocrite or a pious knave, 
but by becoming an industrious self-supporting citizen, a 

honest and useful member of society. . 


Scarce a criminal sinks so low but that he has regard for 


ihe person he, knows to be an honest man, who will no 
sooner defraud him with religion than with money or things 
of this world. 


Persons who giv their best endeavor to the affairs of this 


life, who exhibit truth, justice, honesty, and work for the 
elevation and benefit of the convict now, must be substituted 
for those who are now treating him to the marvelous, vain, 
and mythical, which is not real instruction, does not benefit 
him, add to his knowledge, help him to an honest living, 
strengthen him to resist temptation, or prepare him to be 
law-abiding. aoe 


The convict has a right to expect honesty in his superiors, 


and no person, however cultured or religious, should teach 
‘him for facta anything in the least doubtful; yet religious 
people hav a mania for teaching mysteries and fables for 
facts, and if a convict will believe these absurdities hc will 
be immediately absolved from his guilt and crime. 
who can blame him for becoming a believer ? The laws of 


Now 


this land should severely punish this deceiver. 

As a teacher havinga knowledge of the common branches 
of secular education is required ‘to impart this knowledge to 
his pupils without regard to any religion, so the instructor 
of our criminals should instruct them in secular, moral, and 
scientific knowledge as the only true knowledge to be 
found. EE 

It is indeed surprising to find so many zealous, weak- 
minded, assuming religious fanatics, dealing out religion to 
criminals in our jails, penitentiaries, and prisons, till they 
claim the right to monopolize the teachings and make them 
wholly religious, whereas they should be entirely secular. 
And still more strange is it that intelligent men in charge of 
these prisons who know the damaging effect of such teach- 
ings upon the criminal, and the injustice done the state, 
hav not the moral courage to speak their honest thoughts 
upon this subject. 

Bo long as these morally weak, intellectually poverty- 
stricken, and visionary advocates for religions and a prep- 
aration for the next world, are allowed to defraud our crimi- 
nals, so long will crime and pauperism increase, and suffer- 
ing and additional taxation be the result. The influence of 
such teachings outside of prisons is lamentable, but inside is 
terribly destructive to the weak morals of the culprit, 
crowding out all valuable instruction and all persons who 
might benefit the convict. 

Suitable and competent persons cau be found amongst 
lawyers, physicians, teachers, business men, mechanics, and 
laborers to instruct a convict, and preachers, if they will 
leave out all religions, creeds, dogmas, superstitions, and 
mysteries, but not otherwise. 

But priesta adjudge themselves to be the only competent 
persons to teach criminals, and with how little reason when 
their business is to explain to them something of which they 
are entirely ignorant, therefore cannot eniighten others. 
They talk-of a God of whom they know nothing, as no 
human being has ever seen him. No one can explain him 
or demonstrate his existence. 

Whether the priest teaches one God, three, or more, he 
will always remain the same wonderful, unknowable, unex- 
plainable mystery that he was to the Ephesians nearly two 
thousand years ago, or like the Jewish Jehovah who had no 
real existence in the minds of an ignorant and credulous 
people. 

Will some learned person tell us what theology or a belicf 
in a God has to do with the duties of a criminal imprisoned 
and suffering a just penalty for transgressing the laws of 
the state, and to it only is he, or can he be the subject till he 
has paid the penalty of his crime, as no person, being, or 
other power has the least jurisdiction over him, and the law 
of the land, if obeyed, is sufficient to mako of him a good 
citizen, which in this secular government is all that in jus- 
tice can be required ? 

The people are not aware of the virulence with which 
these priests denounce laymen, who claim the right under 
this secular government to instruct convicts, especially if 
they are suspected of holding unorthodox sentiments, or if 
they giv pre-eminence to his bodily needs and every-day 
actions, instead of trying to save his soul. 

Our opinion is that no permanent good can accrue to the 
criminal or to society as the result of religious teaching, and 
this truth i8 being daily demonstrated by those coming out 
of prisons, who hav none but religious instruction, a8 it is 
seldom that one pretending to become pious in prison stays 
reformed long after coming out. He depends on religion, 
his religious friend, the priests, and the gods to help him, 
and is disappointed by them all; and having lost his own 
manhood and self-respect is illy prepared to liv an honest 
life. R. C. TROWBRIDGE, 

[CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK. ] 


Auxiliary Liberal League No. 158. 


This League was formed at Paterson, N. J., and charter 
dated Jan. 28, 1880, Mr. John Warr, member of the Execu- 
tive Committee for New Jersey, being the prime mover in 
the case. Our English friend, Mr. James Holmes, lectured 
there a few days since, and the formation of the League is 
largely due to his effort. There are many hard-hesded 
thinkers among the silk-workers of Paterson, who only wait 
for the spirit of secularism to move when they will form a 
large and powerful gociety, for lectures, debates, and read- 
ngs. 
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J. R.: Well, Wendell Phillips is neither eccentric nor 
mean, He is one of the most generous and concentric 
men I know. The noblest men are. often called eccentric 
because they are true to their true natures, and therefore at 
war with false thoughts and customs founded :on them. 
Ee is one of this class. But about his home-life. You go 
up-stairs and land on a narrow passage and enter the front 
room. This is his parlor and reception-room. It is the 
width of. the house, a medium-sized room, rather low 
studded. . The walls are painted a yellowish-white. There 
is an old, cheap, but neat and not gaudy, reddish carpet 
on the floor. The furniture is of the old-fashioned, heavy 
mahogany style that you can only pick up now in auction- 


James Redpath Contrasts Wendell Phillips 
and Ingersoll. 


REPORTER: Among the lecturers of American birth, 

whom do you prefer to talk about first? 

Mr. RzpPATH: The two orators I know who are most dis- 

tinctively American in their style and thought—whom no 

' other conntry could hav produced—are Ingersoll and 
Phillips; and yet they hav hardly one personal or oratorical 
trait in common. Phillips is the prođuct of Puritan New 
England culture and blood; Ingersollis the incarnation of 
all the tendencies and the spirit of the West. In their 
manners and conversation they are as unlike each other as 
in their oratory and -methods. Saving in their personal 
habits of dainty cleanliness, they are almost antagonistic in 
everything excepting ia political radicalism; and even in 
politics, their methods are at war, for Ingersoll is a poli- 
tician of great influence in his party, and Phillips has never 
voted at all, nor even supported a presidential or congres- 
sional candidate by his voice.  Ingersol, like ‘* Mose,” 
“ runs with the machine;" Phillips is constantly criticising 
it. Ingersoll, too, is rather luxuriant in his dress; while 
although Phillips is always well dressed—not a speck on his 
clothing—you never can remember what he wears. Phillips 
wears his clothes as long as they will wear and look genteel. 
Ihav seen him with lisle-thread gloves that were darned; 
but let him wear what he may, he never looks, nor is, either 
slovenly or shabby. Ingersoll smokes incessaütly and in- 
dulges moderately in champagne. Phillips would as soon 
try to dance on a tight-rope as put a cigar between his lips, 
and he has not only never tasted any intoxicating drink, 
but advocates the prohibition of its sale by law. I intro- 
duced Ingersoll to Phillips. In the course of their talk, 
Ingersoll wanted to illustrate a point by a certain trick of 

. cards. *''Do you play poker?” asked Ingersoll. I shouted 
with laughter. 

REP.: Why? 

J. R.: Well, that is a natural question for a Western man 
to ask, because the Western man is almost as much the 
“child of nature" as the Indian. But England has a first mort- 
gage on every New Englander’s character. The Western 
man ''lifted the mortgage " when he crossed the Allegha- 
nies English theories of manners, English modes of 
thought, English religious traditions, English notions of 
the superlative importance of “blood ” and “family,” in- 
fest the intellectual atmosphere of Boston. No one escapes 
it. That is the reason why the West is sure to rule this 
country for centuries to come. As Americans drift further 
and further away from English influence, the West will 
govern the republic more and more in everything—in life 
and politics, because the West is the most American in its 
character and aims. The Yankee isa clarified Englishman. 
The Western man is the genuine Ameriean. The old 
Southerners were only English colonial country, squires 
gone mad with provincial pride. Phillips play cards! Not 
that it is immoral or even improper, but English and New 
England culture stamps it as vulgar. Of course it is not at 
all vulgar in its nature, but that doesn’t alter the flat before 
which New England culture bows. 

REP.: So/ Isn't Phillips rich? Does he wegr old clothes 
because he's penurious? 

J. R.: No, sir; because he is generous. Je is well off. 
Ihav heard that his wife and he are worth “fom $100,000 
to $200,000. That’s the report; of course I never asked 
him. But whether he had an independent fortune or not, 
his fame and genius as an orator would make him well off. 
He has a cultivated love and critica] knowledge of art, yet 
he has no pictures on his walls. He has all the tastes of a 
patrician, and yet he livs in a house that any clerk with 
$3,000 a year could afford. It is in Essex street—a quiet 
street once, but now all boarding-houses, mechanics” board- 
ing-houses at that—or cheap retail stores, He has lived 
there thirty or forty years. I hav known him, I guess, 
about twenty-five yedrs—since the Kansas days—and he had 
lived there along time then. It is a briek houge, rather 
narrow, of three stories and a half. His name is painted on 
the door, black letters, on a dark ground: 


papers, and magszines—mostly books, lying rather. care- 
lessly. The books are chiefly. of political economy. and 
political philosophy, and are all English. I don’t think 
Phillips studies either French or German literature. Sum. 
ner regarded him as an English scholar only... In the center 
of the room there is a large. mahogany table, with side- 
leaves, and it is covered in what seems inextricable confu- 
sion with books, newspapers, scores, and. sometimes hun- 
dreds of. letters, manuscripts, and writing paper. On the 
left hand side, as you enter, there is a large, heavy sofa, 
near the window a bust of Bowditch on a wooden. pedestal 
made from the rafters of his house or some of his furniture. 
Bowditch, I believe, was arelatiye of Mrs. Phillips. Near 
the door is a tall, old-fashioned ‘‘ what-not," with books on 
every shelf, and Brackett’s bust of John Brown on the top. 
Opposite, on the mantel- piece over the fire-place, there is a 
French clock, small statuettes of Theodore Parker and 
John Knox, and a few tasteful ornaments. A folding-door 
—always closed—leads into a dark room where he keeps 
his library.. I never saw it, so I don't know whether he 
has a good library or not. Between this folding-door and 
the door of entrance is another small table with books and 
a photograph portrait of John Brown. I think he has lately 
placed his own bust, Martin Millmore's masterpiece, in the 
further corner of the room. All of these busts were pres- 
ents.’ There are no Pictures on the walls. This is the best 
room, 

Rer.: Well, but why doesn’t he get elegant furniture and 
pictures? - 

J. R.: I once asked him that question abont pictures. He 
said that when he first entered the antislavery contest, he 
found that poor working women would sometimes contribute 
as much as from three to five dollars. ‘' Now, that amount,” 
he added, ‘‘ represented to them a whole week's hard work. 
Ilike pictures, but my taste has been sufficiently cultivated 
80 that no line-engraviog, for example, wou!d suit me, or 
giv me any pleasure, that I can buy for less than. one hun- 
dred dollars. In view of the sacrifices that I saw poor people 
make for the antislavery cause, I did not think that I had 
any right to spend that amount of money to gratify my taste 
for art," Phillips is a very cultivated person, but for an 
educated gentlemen he has the most complete ignoramus of 
a left hand I ever saw. It does not know the first thing 
about what his right hand doeth ; but what his right hand 
doesn’t know about giving to those whom he thinks needy 
isn’t worth knowing. And I hav seen pictures, not in his 
parlor, but in the street in front of his house, that excelled 
any pictures of art-—the surprised and grateful look of some 
Kansas boy whom I had introduced to him, for instance, 
when he found that Phillips had slipped a twenty-dollar 
gold-piece into his hand as he was shaking hands at parting; 
and no fugitive slave, or working man, or working girl, or 
young student, ever went away, that I ever heard of, empty. 
handed, or without getting such otber help as he aeked for, 
if Wendell Phillips could render it. 

-Rep,; About his manner ? 

J. R.: Well, it is simply perfect, in the New England style. 
He instantly puts every one at his ease—runaway slave, 
workingman, or scholar. He charms by his grace of man. 
ner and of speech. But it is in utter contrast to Ingersoll’s, 
whose greeting of people is distinctly Western. Phillips is 
the patrician always. His manner seems so simple and nat- 
ural; and yet an uneducated man, for instance, somehow 
feels all the time that he is in the presence of one of the 
kings of intellect, that there is an invisible divinity that 
doth hedge this royal man ; and he is sometimes puzzled to 
know why he is charmed and yet not warmed. by him. 
Ingersoll meets every one with a heartiness and effusiveness 
of welcome that not only puta him at his ease but never givs 
him time to think that he is in the presence of a great orator— 
I am talking of common folks now—and it seems the most 
natural thing in the world for a workingman to call him Bob. 
Ingersoll seems to them one of themselves—only more of 
them in one pile—and they talk of him afterward as “a 
bully, good fellow." No one ever dreamed of talking of 
Phillips in that way, and no one would presume to talk to 
him in that way. And yet no one can say that Phillips is 
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That’s all. He keeps two or three servants; and long be. 
fore there was any talking about servant girls rights he was 
quietly granting them, both in the form of greater leisure 
and higher wages. When the girl appears, if you ask 
whether Mr. Phillips is in, she never lies; she will say yes 
or no, or yes, but he is engaged. Phillips has never been 
guilty of the meanness of compelling his servants not only 
to work for their wages but to tell lies for his convenience— 
one of the cowardly customs America has borrowed from 
European domestic despotism. By the way, Ingersoll 
makes his servants as comfortable as the members of his 
own family, too. Phillips and he are not antagonistic 
there. 

Rer.: Is Phillips’ house elegantly furnished? 

J. R.: Far from it. When you pass the doorway, you 
find yourself in a narrow entry, not hall, with a door to the 
left—opening into a dining-room, I suppose—and at the 
bottom of 4 flight of steep stairs, with a well-worn cheap 
carpet on them. The stairs hav old-fashioned banisters; I 
think they call it ** mold-candle" style. The walls of the 
entry are covered with a dark-greenish paper that has been 
there for a quarter of a century, to my recollection. Instead 
of the artistic or upholsteric hat-tree that you expect to see 
as a matter of course at the vestibule of the home of a man 
of taste and wealth, there is a high, old-time hat-rack, with 
wooden pegs, painted white long age. There is a well-worn 
oilcloth on the floor. Everything is as clean as it can be 
kept; but it occurs to you that everything there has been 
Clean for a generation past. 

Rar.: Well, that looks either eccentric or mean, 


he is only haughty to the powerful or great oppressor of the 
poor ; but somehow I hav often heard workingmen say that 
he seemed to them as if he was not one of them, and they 
were puzzled to understand his advocacy of their cause. 
He impresses them, in other words, not only with the belief 
that he is a greater man than they are individually, but of a 
different order. And their instincts are right. Phillips isa 
noble specimen of the American patrician, one of the purest 
types of it, intellectually persuaded that democracy is the 
divine order of government—a democrat by intellectual con- 
viction. His blood is patrician, and blood tells. Ingersoll 
is à man of the people. New Englanders seem to Western 
folks to be a cold-blooded race ; but persuade them, that is, 
convince their intellects that a thing is right, and they are 
earnest enough and generous, but never hearty in their advo. 
cacy or help of it. But they are never generous to a fault. 
They are always generous to a virtue, Ingeréoll’s face 


rooms in the East. Beneath the large, old-time. mirror, . 
between the windows, there is a table covered with books, 


aristocratically condescending, for he isn't; nor haughty, for | 


glows when he meets a friend, and he shakes hands with a 


warmth that delights one. Phillips is as true to his friends 
as any man is, but only a quiet and kind expression in his 
eyes reveals the fact that he regards you as a friend at all. 
He shakes hands with his brain, not his heart, I am not 
now speaking of my own relations with him—I hav many 
reasons to love him—but of the general impressions. he so 
often makes on others. 

REP.: Just how “blue” is Phillips’ blood ? 

J. R.: Well, true blue, from a moral point of view, and. 
Puritan blue from a social point of view. The first Phillips 
came over in the Arabella, the vessel that succeeded the 
Mayfiower.; that is, he was a passenger in the second vessel 
that brought emigrants to New England. There has been 
a clergyman in the Phillips family in every generation, and 
the Puritan ministers represented the highest education in 
theNew England colonies. The grand uncleof Mr. Phillips 
founded Exeter Academy in New Hampshire, endowed a 
professorship in Dartmouth College, and made large gifts to 
Andover and Princeton. Samuel Phillips, the nephew of 
the founder of Exeter Academy, founded Phililps’ Academy 
in Andover. During the Revolutionary war he wasa mem- 
ber of the Provincial. Congress, and afterwards he was & 
member of the convention that framed the Constitution of 
the United States. He was a state senator for twenty years, 
and for fifteen years he wag president of the United States 
Senate. He was an intimate and honored friend of George 
Washington. But Wendell Phillips has never shone with 
light beyond the grave. His ancestors will be remembered 
on his account—not he on their account. Wendell Phillips’ 
father was the first mayor of Boston. His great son was 
born in Beacon street. Beacon street was the aristocratic 
Street, not of Boston alone but of America. But for this 
gift to Democracy, I think its sins, which are many, should 
be forgiven it. 

Rer.: How old is Phillips ? 

J. R.: Sixty-eight this very doe Norbe 29, 1879. 

Rer.: Just giv me a brief sketch of his life. . 

J. R : He was educated at Harvard College. Asa young 
man he was fond of boxing and out-door sports, and horses. 
He is one of the best judges of a blood horse to-day, although 
I believe he has never owned a horse ; and he gave so little 
promise of his coming career, that he was the president of 
an ‘‘ exclusive” society among the students known as the 
*©Gentlemen’s Club." Charles Sumner was one of his fel- 
low-students. Mr. Phillips once told me that the future 
senator was a tireless Worker, and that often when he and 
his friends would return from: Fanny Kemble's readings 
late at night, orearly in the morning, they used to see the 
light still burning in Sumner's windows. Mr. Sumner told 
me that young Phillips once said of him derisively, ‘‘ Ch, 
yes, Sumner takes the Liberator.” 

Mr. Phillips studied for the law. With his ancestors’ 
record, his social position, and his oratorical genius he 
seemed to hav a brilliant career before him. But when he 
was twenty-six years old, an event occurred which changed 
his career. Lovejoy. was murdered at Alton, Illinois, by a 
mob from Missouri. He had offended the slaveholders in 
Missouri by publishing an antislavery paper in Illinois. 
When the news came to Boston that Lovejoy was shot dead 
in his own house in defending his own property, Dr. Chan- 
ning petitioned the mayor and aldermen of Boston for the 
use of Faneuil Hall for a public meeting. They refused it. 
Dr. Channing appealed from their decision to public opin- 
ion. Influential citizens seconded Dr. Channing's demand, 
and then the city authorities yielded. A meeting was held 
in Faneuil Hall—it was what we now call an indignation 
meeting—nud Dr. Channing and other conspicuous citizens 
addressed it. A feliow named Austin, the attorney-general 
of the state, defended tho Missouri ruffians. He spoke of 
the slaves as wild beasts, and likened the rioters of Aiton to 
the Boston mob who threw the tea overboard in 1778. Love- 
joy, he said, was presumptuous, and died as the fool dieth. 
Young Phillips’ blood was stirred by this speech, and he | 
rose toreply to it. ''He looked as handsome as a young 
Apollo,” said a gentleman to.me who heard Phillips make 
his first public speech. I published a volume of Phillips’ 
speeches, It opened with this speech—just as his great 
career opened with it. You will find in it the same style 
and spirit that marks every oration he has made since then, 
Classically pure in its language, and yet so plain that the 
most ignorant can understand it, quiet, strong, unimpas- 
sioned, abounding in philosophical intuitions and gleaming 
strokes of sarcasm. This maiden speech was hissed and 
howled at, but the mob found its master, and it was finished, 
He identified himself with the Garrisonian Abolitionists, 
and fought in their ranks like a god in the Grecian armies 
until slavery was abolished and the rights of the negro 
secured by constitutional amendment, He abandoned his 
ambition as a lawyer by refusing to take the oath to support 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Rer. : Why 80 ? 

J. R.: Because he adopted the Calhoun and Garrison 
view of the Constitution—that it supported and guaranteed 
slavery. An oath to support it, therefore, in his view, was 
an oath to uphold slavery. 

Iremember Ralph Waldo Emerson, speaking of Phillips, 
said to me about his volume of speeches, ** He is a man to 
be heard, not read;” and again, ‘‘ He ought not to be among 
the trumpeters.” For more than a generation, it has always 
been easy to find Phillips’ address—just ask where there was 
8 prostrate race, or a humane cause struggling for recogni- 
tion, he was always there, Next to John Brown, Phillips, 
I think, made the greatest sacrifices of any conspicuous 
leader of our times for the negro race and the American 
idea. And he fought as the great gods fought—without 
vaunting of his prowess, asking no recognition, letting 
smaller warriors carry off his laurels, never stopping to 
count hia blows or recount his services. He has redeemed 
his class—for the rich and cultured class of New England, 
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as a rule, are entitled to no thanks from America. 
area colony of English scholars, not American scholars, 
with little sympathy for the people. 

Rer.: Does Phillips write his lectures and speeches ? 

-© J, R; No, or very rarely. Of course he never reads his 

speeches or lectures, No man can be an orator and read. 
Once or twice, at some great crisis in the antislavery move- 
ment, I hav known Phillips to write out his speeches, 80 
_ that he might not fail to giv every argument its proper de- 
velopment, and that the expected mob to whom he would 
deliver his speech might not interfere with his plan before 
the vaster audience who would read it. At least, I supposed 
that to be the reason, but he never commits his words to 
' memory and never takes a manuscript with him, Once I 
heard a Boston mob howling at him; it was after John 
Brown’s raid at Harper’s Ferry, and suddenly he leaned 
over and spoke in alow voice to the reporters who were 
seated before the platform below him. He seemed to be 
holding a private conversation with them. They wrote rap- 
idly. The mob, from curiosity, ceased their howling for a 
moment. i 

" Go on," said Phillips, quietly, hardly looking up to 
them; “I do not need your attention ; through these pencils. 
I talk to twenty millions of people!” 

The Boston mob is quick-witted, and this mob saw the 
point and never interrupted him again. 
` ` Rer.: Has Mr. Phillips any family ? 

J. R.: Yes ; a wife. He gives her the credit—as Inger- 
soll give his wife the credit—of all the best things that he 
has done. But Mra, Phillips is never seen excepting by a 
few intimate female friends. She has been confined to her 
bed by some nervous complaint ever since she was a young 
lady, She was an invalid, as she is now, Mr. Sumner told 
me, when he married her. She never leaves her room. She 
is a bright and highly educated lady, and as radical and 
earnest as her husband. Phillips’ friends tell one story 
about her which I can repeat, as it has been once told in pub- 
lic, At One of the crises of the antislavery movement, as 
Phillips was going to the hall to make.a speech, she gave 
her parting advice in the words, ** Don't shilly-shally, Wen- 
dell!” Mrs. Stanton saw ‘her in London after her return 
from her bridal tour on the continent. She wrote: “ Her 
earnest, impressive manher arrested my attention at once. 
She was in the zenith of her beauty. She had a profusion 
of dark-brown hair, large, loving blue eyes, and regular 
features. She was tail, graceful, and talked with great flu- 
ency and force. Her whole soul seemed to be in the pend- 
ing issue.” Phillips is a devoted husband ; he always dines 
in his wife’s sick-room, and no chances to make money, 
however sure or however brilliant, tempt him to take long 
lecturing tours if the family physician thinks there is the 
slightest chance that Mrs. Phillips may need his presence. 
These facts are well known. Once he was almost persuaded 
by a number of young radical Republicans t» become a can- 
didate for Congress; but this consideration finally caused 
him to revoke his half-promise to us. 
- Rer.: Is it true that Mr. Phillips ig orthodox in re- 
ligion ? 
, J. R.: I believe he is still a nominal member of the Old 
South church ; but I don’t believe he ever goes to church— 
I never heard of his doing so. Of course during the anti- 
slavery contest no Abolitionist would even enter a church 
that sustained slovery in any Way, either aggressively or by 
silence, I once asked Garrison, when I was quite young, 
what Mr. Phillips’ denominational religion was. He said 
he really did not know ; he had never once thought of ask- 
ing ; but he did not know a Single Abolitionist who was not 

‘a Liberal, whether hegvas nominally a member of an ortho- 
dox chureh or otherwise. The reason I put this question to 
Mr. Garrison was because I had neard that Mr. Pnillips was 
orthodox, and yet when I asked him for a contribution for 
& public library that I was collectingifor the then most 
western Kansas town, Manhattan, he offered to buy a set of 
Theodore Parker’s writings for it. 

Rir.: Now, then, what hav you to say about Phillips as 
anorator? How does he compare with Ingersoll ? 

J. R.:: They don't compare; they contrast. When I was 
in Boston last year with Colonel Ingersoll we took a walk in 
the Common, A young lawyer—a friend of mine—came 
up, and I introduced him to the Colonel He was quite 
enthusiastic Over Ingersoll’s lecture, delivered the night 
before, and he said: 

** Colonel Ingersoll, I must say I never heard an orator 
equal to you, except Weudell Phillips." 

' That was considered, of course, the very highest eulogy 
that a Boston man could make on any orator. 

** Well," said Ingersoll, taking the cigar out of his mouth, 
“J don't consider that any compliment at all. Wendell 


Phillips is no more an orator than a mathematician is aj tion he is silent as to the sorrows that intemperance brings 


oet.” ; 
That young man was like the rich man in the parable in 


one respect—he went away sorrowing. 

I would not mention this incident, but it was too good to 
keep, and it spread over Boston, although it never got into 
the papers; but afterward when Ingersoll, in Boston, ridi- 
culed the belief that Milton and Dante were poets, it created 
no surprise, because nothing then seemed to the “‘ literary 
fellows” too absurd for him to say in audacious criticism of 
authors, whether secular Or sacred. 

Ingersoll, as I understand him, regards all true oratory 
and true poetry as an exalted expression of the passions and 
emotions of human nature. Outside of that range you may 
hav able arguers or able narrators in speech, or able histo- 
rians and able painters in verse, but because they ave outside 
of that sacred circle they are not orators or poets in any 
true sense of the word. He spoke contemptuously of Milton 
asa word carpenter. After all, you see, Ingersoll's seeming 
absurdity is simply a question of definition. Now, Mr. 
Phillips never appeals to the emotions, To him the public 
in a democracy is the Supreme Court of Opinion, and he 


i 2 
They | addresses its intellect only. He is never moved and he never 


quietly on the platform as if he were speaking in a parlor. 
He rarely changes more than a few feet from the spot where 
he first stood, and his gestures are as quiet as his elocution. 
He never raises his voice loudly, although it is easily heard 
in the largest hall. Horace Greeley once said that he sup- 
posed no young man ever heard Phillips speak without 
thinking that he could talk just as well without any trouble. 
Other young critics, who hav not yet found out that it is the 
lightning and not the thunder that kills, hav sometimes ex- 
pressed the wish that Phillips would “just let himself out 
once," and show what he could do. His art is so perfect 
that it seems to be nature; hence it was often undervalued. 
I hav even heard intelligent, grown-up men, chiefly Abo- 
litionists, compare him with Garrison as an orator. — 


Phillips as orators? 


speaker—that Garrison was—and an eloquent and masterly 
and gifted orator; the difference between a stout cudgel in 
the hands of an honest citizen and a Damascus blade in the 
hands of a master of fence. l 


never written, has been delivered for over thirty years, and 
it is still as popular and in as much demand as ever. 
what newspaper men call a *'gossipy resumé” of curious |- 
knowledge about arts that the ancients knew and that we 


passages, but just- such an account of certain phases of 
European civilization as a cultivated gentleman with à 
democratic creed would make in his own home in speaking 


L'Ouverture" was his masterpiece until he delivered his lec- 


| abstinence and women's rights as he was of abolition ? 


| heard him denounced as a fanatic a thousand times, you 
| will find it impossible, after public passion has been stilled, 


movement. He speaks of womanhood with a solemn and 
‘religious earnestness, with the fervor of knightly times, and 
pleads against all customs and laws which bear hardly upon 
her delicate organization, which mislead her from following 
her highest aspirations.” 

Mrs. Stowe tells two anecdotes that I would like you to 
quote. 

. Rer.: Well, let’s hav them. 

J. R.: “An anecdote in cireulation about Mr. Phillips,” 
she writes, ‘‘shows that he not only held such theories but 
that he was helpful in practice. It is so in keeping with his 
general character as to be extremely probable, Notwith- 
standing the unpopularity of his abolition sentiments, Mr. 
Phillips’ power as an orator was euch that when lecturing on 
ordinary subjects he commanded the very highest prices in 
the literary market. On one of his tours he met in the cars 
a woman who was seeking a self-supporting career as a lec- 
turer. Mr. Phillips inquired into her suecess, and found 
that independent of her expenses she made at the rate only 
of five dollars atime. He declared that such an inequality 
with his own suceess was an injustice, and added that he 
must beg her to allow him to equalize the amount for once 
by accepting the proceeds of his last lecture. 

* Mr. Phillips,” she continues, ‘‘ had a way of making his 
fame and reputation gain him a hearing on the unpopular 
subject which he had most at heart. Committees from 
anxious lyceums used to wait on him for his terms, sure of 
being able te fill a house by his name. 

** * What are your terms, Mr. Phillips ?’ 

** t If T lecture on antislavery, nothing. If on any other 
subject, one hundred dollars." '' 

- Mr. Phillips, by the way, has always been very generous 
in his dealings with lyceums and managers No lecturer 
more £0. i 


moves, but he is convinced and he converts. He talks as 


REP.: Wliat was the difference between Garrison and 


J. R.: The difference between a strong, clear, and earnest 


REP.: As a lecturer? 
J. R.: His lecture on the ‘Lost Arts,” which he has 


It is 


can neither rival nor revive. He has another lecture called 
“ Street Life in Europe,” a little out of date now in some 
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A Soliloquy. 

And has it come to this that J, who was born in Boston, 
and within twenty miles of Concord, where Emerson dwells, 
and where his expounder and protector, and the friend and 
admirer of brother Joseph Cook, the venerable Bronson 
Alcott, breathes breath, should be thus treated ? That I, 
who launched the National Liberal League upon the stormy 
ocean of thought, and rigged her out with masts, yards, and 
sails, and commanded her for two years, should be deprived 
of my position as captain, and all my mates, purser, and 
other subordinates removed from office, and our places filled 
by pirates and buccaneers ? Only think of it, that Elizur 
Wright, whom 1 hav honored and trusted, and permitted to 
giv liberally of his means to keep the craft afloat, should go 
over to the pirates and actually consent to take my place on the 
quarter-deck! Who would hav believed that when I lifted my 
Index finger and pointed out the path of duty to my leaguers, 
a scrub of no culture, and not born within a thousand. miles 
of where I first saw the light, should hav the impudence to 
push my finger aside, and point his in another direction ? 
That my subseribers should tire of reading my cultured 
articles, and those of my contributors, and prefer to read 
the coarse articles of that rascally TRUTH SEEKER, which 
Bennett had the sublime impudence to set up so near the Hub 
of the universe? Oaly think that since the efforts which Bro. 
Bundy and myself hav made to protect our own chastity 
and that of ovr subeGribers, by exposing Bennett’s abortive 
attempt to harm the rel of an innocent child of nature 
in her teens, our should so poorly appreciate what 
we hav done ! h, I sent out at great expense five thou- 
sand extra copies of the Index exposing Bennett's errors, 
expecting five thousand replies of the press applauding me 
for my conduct in the interests of chastity ; but instead of 
cursing Bennett they pretty much all curse me for a knave 
or a fool, and send in the names of hundreds of new sub- 
geribers to his infamous and uncultured sheet! James 
Parton, upon whom I used to smile, he too goes so far into 


the apostasy with Elizur Wright as to call Bennett a 
martyr | E 

I confess my conscience does giv me 4 bite now and then 
on the scorner of consistency, for it is (rue that Bennett is 
in prison for a crime he did not commit, and this /ooks like 
persecution, and even martyrdom. ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes” is a 
foolish book, but not obscene ; and the mailing of itis nota 
violation of the postal laws, as the United States attorney- 
general has declared. I was also tremendously bothered the 
Other day when one of my lady correspondents in New 
Hampshire ‘asked me in a letter why I took such ''serene 
pleasure" in Bennett's imprisonment, when I admitted he 
had done nothing to justify Benedict in sending him to 
prison. But those loveletters/ How it harrows my soul, 
and Bro. Bundy’s, and Bro, Tuttle’s, that our chastity should 
he assailed and imperiled by such doings! It eas mean, 1 
admit, to publish private letters gotten by a bribe, and by 
ruining the reputation of a woman, but we did it in the 
interest of chastity, and to kill off old Bennett, and little did 
we think that for this dirty work we should all get from the 
public more kicks than coppers. 

I wish to thunder I could lasso that man Leland of 
New York and send him to keep company with Bennett at 
Albany. People even here ia Boston hav the indecency to 
call him the revelator. He has found out Freelove sentiments 
in the writings of our divine Emerson ; and, O ye gods ! in 
a speech and resolutions of one of my lady contributors to 
the Index. Besides this—was ever a chaste and cultured 
man 80 tried—I scent defections in the Free Religious Asso- 
ciation. Adler don't liv in Boston sanctified by the pres- 
ence of Joseph Cook and myself. He livsin New York, 
and I suspect has caught the contagion of Tug TRUTH 
SEKER! He may be Felix, but he has made me infelis. I 
must go off again into a minority, avd that ot one. I guess 
thete is some intention to propagate obscenity, and I can 
hav nothing more to do with it. The Free Religious gold 
looks very much like the genuine article, but I suspect there 
are many counterfeits, elae why should they all hav the pre- 
sumption to differ with me? Well, if it were not a sin for 
a saint to swear, I would be tempted to say, Damn the 
whole set, Free Religionists and Liberal Leaguers; they 
seem to be degenerating into a Sodom which will bring 
down fire and brimstone as soon as Bro. Bundy, Bro. Tut- 
tle, and myself, with the savor of godliness that attaches to 


about his travels to his friends. His lecture on ‘‘Toussaint 
ture on Daniel O'Connell, . ‘‘ Toussaint L'Ouverture " is à 
masterly portraiture. It shows a great power of grasping 
and greuping innumerable and isolated facts, and making a 
vivid historical picture from them. I happened to hav 
madeastudy of Haytian history, and. perhaps I am more 
inclined on that account to put a higher value on this lec- 
ture than on some others—the *' Lost Arts," for example, 
which is far more popular. But Phillips' masterpiece, in 
my opinion, as a literary lecture, was * Daniel O'Connell." 
I remember I called on him one day and found a number of 
books on Irish history lying on his table. He was announced 
to lecture for a Roman Catholic society that night. I called 
to ask that a report might be made of it. He said there was 
no use doing it, as he would only try to talk an hour for the 
benefit of an Irish society, and a Catholic priest had given 
him a few dates and references. He evidently did not think 
the lecture would amount to much, I went and heard it. 
It was delivered to an exclusively Irish audience. Now, to 
show O'Connell's genius in organization and as an agitator, 
he had to describe his materials— practically, at that time, 
an aggregation of impracticable, hot-headed, and quarrel- 
some 8emi-barbarians. It would not do to say quarrelsome, 
for example, to these Irish auditors, but he managed to 
delight them and yet make his point by talking of their 
fathers as the ‘‘quicksilver-blooded” race, He praised 
Martin Luther in his speech to these Catholics without 
offending either the clerical or lay listeners; and he extolled 
O'Connell for contemptuously sending back the American 
contributions to the ** rent"—when the great agitator told 
them to keep it and free their slaves—to these Democrats 
who had denounced O'Connell for doing that very thing ; 
and yet Phillips delighted them. Phillips, like Greeley, has 
always been very friendly to the Irish and very popular 
with them despite his Abolitionism. Phillips, in describing 
O’Connell’s genius, for the first and only time I hav har. 
pened to hear him or of him-~and I hav heard him scores ot 
times—warmed into enthusiasm. Other orators, he said, 
could touch one note or two notes or three notes, but 
this man swept the entire octave of human emotions 
and sympathies. But it was as an antislavery orator that 
Phillips’ power was shown or seen to best advantage. ‘“‘ Elo- 
quence used to be dog cheap at antislavery conventions;” 
but Phillips, among ell this eloquence, was conspicuous 
like a Henry of Navarre or a Saul among the people. 
Rer.: Mr. Phillips is as strong an advocate of total 


J. R.: Yes, and his arguments for beth of these move- 
ments are as lueid, strong, masterly, and unimpassioned as 
his speeches on slavery. In his antislavery pleas he drew 
no pictures of the horrors of slave life ; he made no appeals 
to the emotions, although the topic seemed to compel such 
a treatment of it ; and in his arguments in favor of prohibi- 


to the home of the drunkard’s family. Although you hav 


to quote a single sentence that any reasonable man would 
accept as a proof of his fanaticism. He is always a philo- 
sophic orator. The first speech he ever made on women’s 
rights embodies the entire argument for it. Summer said to 
me when I remarked that while the South and the democ- 
racy had vehemently abused him for his famous oration, 
“The Crime against Kansas,” not one of their representa- 
tives had ever attempted to answer it. '' Yes, for that 
speech is one that the French style sans repliq ue: it cannot 
be refuted.” The same remark is true of Phillips’ 
speeches. Harriet Beecher Stowe pays Phillips a just and 
noble tribute for his services to women. ‘‘ On the 15th and 
16th of October, 1857," she writes, *' Mr. Phillips offered at 
a convention held at "Worcester, a series of resolutions in| 
relation to the political rights of women which cover all the itas 1 

ground contended for by modern reformers. His speech on misplaced T mI eare 1t 10 its, et Hei pe iod a 


that Gceasion is one of the most able and eloquent on | fetch me my meerschaum and a match, There is no obscen- 
record, and forms a part of the permanent literature of the ' ity in that. 
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Christian Morality. 


The teachers of the ** Word" change not. St. Paul is 
considered quite an eminent “ divine," and so is Chancellor 
Crosby; at any rate their teachings are wonderfully alike. 
For instance, Paul queries: 

«For ifthe truth of God hath more abounded 
through my LIE unto his glory, why yet am X 
also judged as a sinner ?” 

At the meeting of Comstock’s society on the 16:h ult, 
Howard Crosby, D.D., LL.D., Chancellor of the New 
York University, gave utterance to a sentiment that proves 
him to be no unworthy successor to Paul. We doubt 
whether his conversion was as sudden as Paul’s, but it is of 
the same kind. He says: 

“Deceiving them! X tell you, gentlemen, X 
believe in deceit. Lbelieve in deceit wherever 
you hav got a rightful enemy to destroy. Could 
you carry on a war without deceit? Are you 


'. 10 tell your enemy everything you are going to 


do? Whercver you hav a rightful enemy, and 
hav a right under God to destroy him, you hav 
a right to deceive him.” 


‘We would like to ask the learned and respectable body of 
Officers of the, University what they think of this code of 
ethics. Are such morals taught in that institution? We 
would especially inquire of Professor John W. Draper, who 
fills the chair of Chemistry and Natural Philosophy with so 
much ability, whether he is aware of the high stand taken 
by the Chancellor of the University in religious morals ? 
Do the other officers and instructors know what the Ohan- 
cellor teaches ? If £0, do they sanction it? Do Professors 
Johnson, Post, Martin, Baird, John ©. Draper, Henry 
Draper, Loomis, Weisse, Elsberg, Stevenson, Arnold, 
Howe, and all the other forty officers and instructors, 
approve of Crosby's improvement on St. Paul? We should 
hope that in the hour devoted to reading the Scriptures and 
praying, the students are not confined to the teachings of 
Paul, for it seems to us that Romans iii, 7, is a guide only 
for some college of Jesuits; and the question naturally 
arises, Did Crosby get his moral education in such a college? 
Such teachings remove all restraints upon the actions of 
men. ''The end justifies the means," and let such men as 
Comstock and Crosby be persuaded in their own narrow 
minds that they aye right, and that, under God, they hava 
right to*destroy the enemy, they are justified and should be 
commended in resorting to any device, however dishonest 
and despicable, in destroying that ehemy; that teaching 
breeds the spy, buys up the hypocrite, and givs rise to a 
class that brings government into disrepute, and finally 
makes the excuse for overturning it altogether. Laws which 
only religious organizations care to enforce may safely be 
disregarded. Such are enacted only for the benefit to be 
derived from them by the church. They are drawn with 
the craftiness which catches with guile, and enforced only 
by spying religious pretenders, who commit crimes infinitely 
worse than those they entrap. 


There is no deeper student of history than Professor John 
W. Draper, of this University. No one knows better than 
he the blighting influence of Jesuitism upon science, art, 
tnorals, education, and civilization ; yet the Chancellor of 
the University of which he is an instructor is preaching 
doctrines and enunciating Views as subversive of all true 
morals, and must ultimately be as great a hindrance to the 
development of society, as any Loyole, the broken-down 
knight, ever propegated. The curse of France has alighted 
on our shores and found a home in the New York Univer- 
sity. Howard Crosby, D.D., LL.D., is its public protector 
and defender. Gentlemen of the University, how do you 
like the moral teachings of your Chancellcr-? Parents who 
send your sons to this college, how do you like the morals 
taught there ? : 

Students, do you wish to guide your life by the principle 
oY deceit? If there were no teachers but Chancellor 
Crosby, every young man graduating from that college 
would be an arrant hypocrite, coming out with a diploma 
for lying in his pocket, signed by a faculty of liars. The 
course for the Freshman class would be: ‘First term—The 
Elementary Principles of Deceit ; second term—W hat is a 
Rightful Enemy under God; third term—Prevaricating by 
Correct Principles. Junior class, first term—Natural and 
Intellectual Capacity for Deceiving ; second term—Princi- 
ples of Downright Deceiving; third term—Lectures on 
Logical Lying. Senior class, first term—The Moral System 


of Authony Comstock, illustrated with Living Models from 
, Greene street ; second term—Who are the Constitutional 


Liars ? third term—International Lying, and the Connec- 
‘tions of Sacred and Profane Liars. The right kind of a 
faculty would be Anthony Comstock and Howard Crosby, 
with Samuel Colgate for Medical Director, That college 
would receive all the church people's sons. Any one desir- 
. ing a first-class education as a Jesuit would certainly attend. 
By a diligent application to study, the students would in 
‘time become as proficient as Comstock, and could take his 
place when in the course of time he lays down his cross and 
! goes to join Loyola in heaven. We recommend this change 
to Crosby if he wishes to raise up a generation which shall 
not disgrace his teaching by having a modicum of honesty 
; about them. : : 


Circulate the Petitions. 


The petition on the last page of this paper explains itself 
There is no use of Liberals sitting down supinely and hav- | 
ing their liberties taken from them by the shallow jesuitical 


| trick of pretended obscenity. One of the best of our num". 


ber is to-day incarcerated because of his Infidelity, for he 
had violated no law of the land. It is for the repeal of 
this law, which is so construed that physiological. pam- 
phlets, when sold by Liberal publishers but not otherwise, 
are deemed obscene. If these laws were enforced impar- 
tially they could never hav stood as long as they hav, for the 
united press of the country would ere this hav demanded 
their repeal. But when applied, as they hav been, to Lib- 
eral publishers alone, the religious press uphold them, while 
ihe secular papers will not trouble themselves about them 
till hey are indicted. 

This repeal is asked not from any sympathy whatever 
with dealers in prohibited matter. The sentiments of Lib- 


erals in that subject are given by Col. Ingersoll’s resolution 
at the Cincinnati Convention, in which he says : 


Resolved, That we are utterly opposed to the dissemina- 
tion, through the mails or by any other means, of obscene 
literature, whether ‘ inspired" or uninspired, and hold in 
measureless contempt its authors and disseminators, 


‘We ask for the repeal because the laws are unconstitu- 
tional, oppressive, and are so stretched by those who hav 
made it their business to enforce them that the most cruel 
injustice has been done, and by their distorted enforcement 
the liberty of the press and mail has been abridged, This 
law is a usurpation of power by Congress, and was passed at 
the instance of Comstock, backed by the professional lob- 
byist, Parson Newman, and the Young Men’s Christian 
Association. "The statea never delegated to Congress any 
autbority in regard to the mails except to establish post 
roads and regulate the number of pounds, etc., to be carried. 
The meaning of mailed matter has nothing to do with the 
post-office. There is no necessity of the service that is 
subserved by this law, and it therefore has no support in the 
grant of the Constitution. In 1836, when the attempts were 
made to exclude Abolition documents from the mails, 
Henry Clay said : - 

When I saw that the exercise'of a most extraordinary and 
dangerous power had been announced by the head of the 
post-office, and that it had béen sustained by the President's 
message, Í turned my attention to the subject and inquired 
whether it was necessary that the general government snould 
under any circumstances exercise such a power, and whether 
they possessed it. After much reflection, I hav come to the 
conclusion that they could not pass any law interfering with 
the subject in any shape or form whatever, The evil com- 
plained of was the circulation of papers baving a certain 
tendency. The papers, unless circulated, and while ia the 
post-office, could do no harm ; it is the circulation solely— 
the taking out of the mail and the use to be made of them— 
that constitutes the evil. Then it is perfectly competent to. 
the state authorities to apply the remedy. The instant 
that a prohibited paper is handed out, whether to a citizen 
or to a sojourner, he is subject to the laws which compel 
him either to surrender or burn it. 
` Regarding the same thing the Hon. John Davis said : 


It would be claiming on the part of government a mo- 
nopoly—an exclusive right either to send such papers as it 
pleased or to deny the privilege of sending them through 
the mail. Once establish the precedent, and where will it 
lead to? The government may take it into its head to pro- 
hibit the transmission of political, religious, or even moral 
or philosophical publications, in which it might fancy there 
was something offensive ; and under this reserved right, 
contended for in this report, it would be the duty of the 
government to carry it into effect. l 


Obscenity is one of the hardest words in the world to 
define. The insertion of the word “immoral” in this law 
renders it very ambiguous. If all immoral literature is to 
be excluded, we must hav some other than a partisan defi- 
nition of the word. It is under state laws that obscenity is 
8 crime and should be punished. The Federal government 
possesses no power to institute inquisitorial jurisdiction 
over the moral quality of the mails. 


Our readers are already well acquainted with the out- 
rageous interpretation of this law, whereby the editor of 
this paper now lies, sick and . helpless, in Albany Peniten- 
tiary. They know too the despicable character of. the 
tyrant who placed him there. No, argument is needed to 
induce them to sign and circulate this petition. It should 
be done at once, that Congress, which already has before its 
Committee on Postal Matters a bill to make much worse if 
possible the laws already upon the statute books, may take 
the matter into consideration. This new bill was submitted 
by P. M. Key, at the instigation of Anthony Comstock, and 
that worthy has been invi.ed to go before the committee 
and plead his case. Prompt measures should be taken to 
destroy his influence. Perhaps a petition, signed by a few 
thousand citizens, may do it. At all events, let us try. 
‘When the petitions are signed send them in to the National 
Defense Association, 141 Eighth street, New York city, 


Jehovah Impeached. 


` R. C. Flower, of Alliance, Ohio, lectured Wednesday 
evening, Jan. 28th, in Science Hall, this city, on ‘The 
Bible Jehovah.” In this lecture Mr. Flower arraigns the 
Bible Jehovah at the bar of reason, and impeaches him asa 
coward and a falsifier, a fend, woman's most. deadly enemy, 
the ravisher of virgins, and the murderer of innocents, 

The lecturer commenced by saying that he would not in- 
tentionally misrepresent any one, still less God, for it was 
bad enough to be a God without being slandered or libeled. 
He hoped there would be no laughing, for God never could 


take a joke without getting mad, and it would be like one 


of his old tricks to strike dead one half of the audience for 
having a little fun. He knew if what he said and was go- 
ing to say aboat God should turn out to be false that he 
would be pretty apt to get a long sentence from the old 
gentleman when the time came. But if he proved his 
charges against the Bible God, he hoped they would not get 
mad at this but at God. 

He first showed that God was not competent to dispense 
justice ; that he always, according to the Bible, punished 
the innocent and rewarded the guilty. When he spoke of 
Sarah, Abraham’s wife—a beautiful blonde—playing sister, 


, there was loud langhter. 


He claimed that Jehovah was 8 falsifier in his pretensions 


i to superior wisdom. He reviewed the creation, God's first 


and only attempt at farming, and the swindling job he put 


‘up on the children of Israel in the ark transaction, which 


abounded with wit, ridicule, and sarcasm, and was: loudly 
and frequently applauded. He said:.‘‘I do not say there 
is no God. There may be a hundred for all I know; but I 
do not believe that the God who created this universe—if a 
God created it—whose smiles are the birth of worlds, whose 
tears are the morning dews, whose sobs are thunders, and 
whose shadows are the soothing drapery of night, ever came 
down to Mt. Sinai before breakfast, with fire and smoke 
streaming out of his mouth, and got into a little box two 
feet one way and three feet the other—called the ark—to 
tell Moses how to skin a calf. I hay so far departed from 
Christian credulity that I cannot believe it.” , : 


He reviewed God's political career, showed that he failed 
in politics as in everything else ; that God killed Saul be- 
cause Saul had too kind a heart to kill some innocent men 
and helpless women ; that God never could endure a kind- 
hearted man, and that he made David king in the place of 
Saul David was & murderer, a ravisher of women, and a 
coward, but God always fancied such men. 


The speaker next charged that the Bible Jehovah was a 
rapist, a libertine. He showed from the Bible that on one 
occasion God stole a man’s wife, used her as his mistress, 
and then because she smiled on a passer-by, God had her 
exhibited naked in the streets of Jerusalem, and finally 
burned. ‘‘ This is the God,” he said, ** they want me tolove 
and believe in, and say I will go to hell if I don't. This is 
the Bible God, the God the churches worship, and the God 
the clergy are trying to put into the Constitution; and for my 
part, I would rather go to hell and liv with a half-way 
respectable devil than to go to heaven and liv with this 
Bible God." 

He next read from Isaiah, where God commanded some 
young virgins to strip themselves and exhibit their nude 
persons to him, and that God said the day would come when 
one would arise in a new world who would do as he had 
done, and that he should be his son. He then brought up 
the case of Anthony Comstock inducing certain young 
ladies to exhibit their nude persogs to him to establish the 
relationship of father and son. At this point there was 
cries of " Here, here," and loud applause. [A voice from 
ihe audience, “Thats what Anthony Comstock did."] 
“ But,” said the speaker, ''I hav some charity for Anthony 
Comstock, for his father (God) did so before him." 

He next showed that God would make laws (according to 
the Bible) and then by writing lettere, or other ways, in. 
duce innocent citizens to break them ; that this was what 
Anthony Comstock had done ; that there had never lived 
but two creatures low and vile enough to do such a thing, 
and that these two creatures were father and son—the Bible 
God and the Christian Comstock. Here Mr. Flower related ` 
&n old Syrian fable so applicable to: Comstock that it called 
forth loud applause and laughter. 

He next arraigned and impeached the Jehovah as woman's 
most deadly enemy. This was the hardest on God of all 
the indictments, and was the most loudly applauded. Mr 
Flower stated that he had written Anthony Comstock a let- 
ter that day, inviting him to attend the lecture, in which he 
informed him that he would show Lm the Bible that he 
(Comstock) was the only son the Bible God ever had ; but 
he presumed that Comstock, like his father, had business in- 
heaven or somewhere else. 

He next defended his picture of God, which caused much 
laughter. He next contrasted God and the devil, Showing 
that God never did a good thing, and that the devil never 
did anything very bad (according to the Bible). He offered 
one hundred dollars to any minister who would point out 
one deed of love the Bible God ever did. He said it made 
cowards out of men to worship the old Bible Jehovah, and 
if they took very much stock in him they became cruel, 

He said if his position was correct (that the Bible Jehovah 
was a myth) that the Bible creation must be mythical also ; 
and if the creation be a fable, then the fall of man must be 
a myth, the atonement a fraud, everlasting hell a myth of 
religious invention, and the personal devil a myth of priestly 
invention, neither of which had even been patented ; that 
the entire bottom of Christendom falls through ; that the 
bottom had fallen out of hell, out of the atonement, and 
that God and the devil were dead, but surviving all these ' 
wrecks beneath the smiling heavens blossoming with stars, 
in a land and age of progress above the ashes of dead dei- 
ties, man in his glory remained, 
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He closed by saying: “I know of nothing higher to follow 
than my reason. Y ou may hear and read of gods many and 
lords many, but you will find nothing higher than reason. 
. Labor. to make this world beautiful, for it’ is your earthly 
-habitation.. See that your home is your throne, your wife 

your queen; that you liv in love, deep in the hearts of your 
children forever, 
“For | - 
*** Such a life of work and duty. 

: Such a life of love and beauty ’ 
will aid you in leaving the world better than you found it. 
And when proud nature shall transplant you from the sun- 

set cares of age into a blossoming world of- higher life— 
where angels sing throughout the seasons—the God to 
follow is human reason. You will then find that the pilot 
of the mind, the hope of the soul, the king of kings and 
‘lord of lords, is human reason. 
Mr. Flower intends lecturing extensively this season, and 
can be addressed at his home. 


, —e 9, 9———————— 

R. C. MITCHELL, editor of the Duluth Tribune, was refused 
a continuation of his office as Land Register because of his 
heresy. So many letters were written to President Hayes 
by Mitchell’s religious opponents that the President was 
afraid to reappoint bim, although no one had ever adminis- 
‘tered the office better. Our government seems to be run by 
- the church at present. . 

Mr. Parton's Monthly Benefaction. 

DEAR TnuvR SEEKER : Here I am again with my monthly 
pittance, which I trust will find you in good courage. Every 
week brings new proof of the necessity of standing by Mr; 
Bennett to the uttermost and to the end. It has become the 
first duty of an American citizen, Nothing can be plainer 
than that the spirit of the old persecutors is active among 
us to-day. I do not refer to such persons as Cook, whose 
truly hellish utterances you gave us a week or two since. 
He appears to be an insolent ruffian, bound to thrive by 
flattering and frightening the Boston provincials. But I 
confess I was surprised at the remarks attributed to-Dr. 
Crosby in your last number. In private life (as a human 
.being pure and simple) Dr. Crosby is one of the most 
amiable and generous of men. His engaging traits make 

“him the favorite of every circle he frequents. That Ae 
. should join in this shameless abuse of an innocent man—a 
. prisoner, who cannot defend himself—fills me with sorrow. 
- It is another proof of the infernal nature of the ideas against 
which Mr. Bennett waged war, and it enables me to under- 
Btand how Voltaire felt when he ended his letters with, 
“ Crush the Monster !” I will not believe that Dr. Crosby 
knows the facts of this case. Yours, very truly, 

f JAMES PARTON., 

Newburyport, Mass., Feb. 1, 1880. 


From Mr. Dutton. 


Ma. D. M, BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed find money 
order for ten dollars, my donation for February. 
Yours truly, Leroy DUTTON. 
Grand Mound, Iowa, Jan. 31, 1880. 
——— <2 - »9——— ——— — 


A Suggestion from Prof. Rawson 
WHICH WAS CARRIED OUT ERE IT WAS MADE, 


To THE EDITOR or Tas TRUTH SEEEKEB, Sir: I was 
"one of the audience at the Sixth Annual Meeting of ** The 
New York ‘Society for the (Manufacture and the) Suppres- 
sion of Vice," better known as ‘‘ Comstock's Vice Society,” 
and wish to call attention to a single incident in the proceed- 

: ings because of its importance in an educational sense. 
Rev. Howard Crosby, D.D., is Chancellor of the Univer- 
sity of the City of New York, and as such it may be pre- 
sumed he exerts a great irfluence over the minds of the 


young men who are being trained in its classes, and, it may | 


also be presumed, a peculiarly strong influence over the 
minds of the students of divinity. Whatever principles and 
practices he may advocate, therefore, are worthy of note, 
since- they are likely to affect the well being of many young 
men who are being fitted for the ministry, and through them 
the people to whom they may minister. 

The managers of that Society met on the Saturday pre- 
vious to the annual meeting to arrange the programme, and 
therefore whatever was done at the annual meeting may be 
assumed as having been deliberately and not hastily done. 

Dr. Crosby, following the other speakers, said, among 
other things: ‘I believe in deceit when you hav a rightful 
enemy to destroy. . . Whenever you hav a rightful 

enemy . . . you hav aright to deceive him." “If my 
face,” said he, with a chuckling grin, ‘‘ were not so well 
known, I would not hesitate to go into any den of vice 
in ‘this city, if by going I could bring the keeper to jus- 
tice,” 

Tar Trura Senker would do well, it seems to me, to 
inquire of the professors of the. University how far they in- 
dorse Dr. Crosby’s sentiments as to deceit, and if they adopt 
that principle, or rather want of principle, in their practice 
as teachers, and also to inquire of parents and guardians 
who hav trusted their sons to that institution for instruc- 
tion, if they are content to hav that pernicious rule of action 
instilled into the minds of their young men, who, if they 
adopt the lesson, must ever after play the hypocrite in soci- 
ety while pretending to liv and act honorably and uprightly, 

This is a serious matter, and one that I hope will arouse 
the readers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER to action. However 
excellent a man Dr. Crosby may be as a preacher of the 
gospel, he wiil be no pa ni = an nena abet! 

o become teachers and leaders in 
soit, aad Sree they should adopt the practice of deceit 
advocated by him, would mislead their hearers and associ- 


: i d ruin, L. Rawson, 
_-ates to degradation and Pros Nai, Det, Ass'n, 


Prosperity of Minnesota. 


To THE EDITOR or Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Within 
the limits of & letter I must be content to speak in gen- 
eral terms. Minnesota holds the balance of power of 
the great agricultural and commercial interests of the North- 
west. In now stands in the front rank as a wheat-producing 
state, .In manufacturing interests it will crowd the New 
England states to the wall. The tide of emigration is not 
spasmodic, like that of Kansas, but a regular, steady stream. 


Extracts from “Superstition in All Ages.” 
BY B. 0, FENTON. 


I propose to giv a few brief extracts from this masterly 
book. ‘That which serves as a basis for all religion is 
very uncertain,” says John Meslier. ‘‘ The existence of a 
God is the basis of all religion. Few people.seem to doubt 
this existence, but this fundamental principle is precisely 
the one which prevents every mind from reasoning. The 
first question of every catechism was and always will be the 


The first settlement of this territory was in 1826, but the 
flood did not set in until 1850, at which time there was a 
population of 5,330. Teñ years later it was 172,022. Five 
years afterward it doubled its population of 172,022. It is 
still rapidly advancing. Wheat, rye, barley, oats, buck- 
wheat, potatoes, sweet potatoes, beans, hemp lint, flax lint, 
sorghum, and hay yield well—several of the productions 
better than most other states in the Union. Kansas and 
lilinois surpass it’ in corn and Michigan in fruit, The 
hardier fruits do finely. Sheep-raising is.successful to a 
remarkable degree. Manufacturing facilities are not equaled 
in the world. The water power of the Mississippi river at 
St. Anthony’s Falls equals the whole water-power of Eng- 
land and Scotland. Then there are the falls of the St. Louis 
river, twenty-five miles from where it empties into Lake 
Superior. Next are the St. Croix falla. The saints in an 
early day had an eye out for this heavenly land, but the 
sinners hav encroached upon the saintly territory as usual. 
The saints evidently desired to remain as near the upper 
heaven, too, as possible, for Minnesota is the highest land in 
all America, If we were proud and supercilious we could 
look down on all the sister states of the nation. But we are 
fraternal and good-natured, and so by lake, river, and rail- 
road are on friendly terms and communicating routes with 
all the world... 

Educational institutions are in a flourishing condition. 
The most elegant normal school I ever saw is in Winona, 
Some of our principal cities are Minneapolis, 8t. Paul, Wi- 
nona, Rochester, Mankato, Hastings, Red Wing, Fair- 
banks, Northfield, St. Cloud, Stillwater, Lake City, Wa. 


most difficult to answer.” Is there any doubt about this? 
“The universe is not an effect, it is the cause of all effects; 
allthe beings it embraces are the necessary effects of this 
cause which sometimes shows to us its manner of acting, 
but which often hides from us its way." Isn't this unan- 
swerable? 

**'The logic of common-sense teaches us that we should 
judge a cause but by its effects. A cause cannot be reputed 
as constantly good except when it constantly produces good, 
useful, and agreeable effects.” Will any one of common 
sense dispute this? I attempt to giv only brief extracts so 
the numerous readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER can get a 
fair but faint idea of this work which you all ought to own. 
It is just the work for Liberals to lend to all people, espe- 
cially Catholics. 

* All religions agree in; exalting the wisdom and the 

infinite power of the divinity, but as soon as they expose 
his conduct we discover but imprudence, want of foresight, 
weakness, and folly.” Is this not true? 
. “Philosophers in all ages hav taken the part that seemed 
destined for the ministers of religion. 'The hatred of the 
latter for philosophy was never more than professional 
jealousy." Is not this true ? . 

** Where there are no relations there can be no union, no 
correspondence, no duties. If there are no duties between 
man and his God, there exists no religion for man." Self- 
evident; he uses up the “free will” doctrine and takes the 
hide straight off from old Jehovah. 

" Deliberation,” says he, “is the necessary effect of the 


basha, St. Charles, Owatonna, and Duluth. 


I will close thls series of sketches with a few references to 


LAKE CITY, MINN. 


Thiais our home. Thirty years ago Indians fished in the 
lakes and brooks. Jacob Boody made a claim in 1853. The 
next year John Boody and Abner Dwelle staked out 
is now the 
lower part of the little city, and of him I made my pur- 
chase. -The town is handsomely situated on a plateau which 
extends back to the bluffs from one to five miles, and 
-| above the level of Lake Pepin from fifty to one hyndred 

and fifty feet, an enterprising young town, with city airs. 

This will be my summer resort, and in my declining years 

my harbor of rest, for, take it all in all, I no not expect to 
If I could hav the proof of the existence 
of a summer land beyond tho clouds, as I once thought I 
had, desirable to dwell in, I would be willing to emigrate 
by and by. Doubtless such a land, if there could be a 
spiritual habitation, might answer the description which 


their claims. Mr. Dwelle- chose what 


see its like again. 


the poet has given of Lake City : 


" Dame Nature once in playful mood 
Stepped from her favorite haunt, the wood. 
When slowly in the gorgeous West 
The sun was sinking to his rest, 

And, wandering over hill and dale, 

She came upon a lovely vale, 

Which, long forgotten, there had lain, 

A portion of her vast domain. 

One side was skirted by a lake. 

The other bounds high hills did make. 

She clapped her hands, and cried in glee. 
* On this bright spot a town shall be!’ 

And stretching forth her magic wand, 

She guve new beauties to the land. 

A hillock here, a streamlet there, 

Were added, each with wondrous care; 

The whole she crowned with native grace. 

That men of worth might seek the place 

And build a town by means of art  " 

Where she had done such lavish part.” 


W. F, JAMIESON. 
— 9 9— — —— —— 
A Correction. 


To THE EDITOR-OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I read in 
the TRUTH SEEKER of Jan. 24th, under the head of ‘‘ Liber- 
al News Items,” an item in reference to the organization of a 
Liberal League in Detroit, which says, ‘‘I have just learned 
that 8. B. McCracken of the above-named city is moving to 
perfect such an organization.” Grateful to Mr. McCracken 
for all he has done or may do in this Liberal movement, I 
wish to correct the impression that he was the prime mover. 
Feeling that it is but justice to give the credit where it is 
due, I wish to state that Mr. H. Jacobson, of Detroit, an 
earnest worker in the Liberal ranks, was the one who made 
the first move in that direction ; and, through his efforts, 
first set the ball rolling. Others then came to the front 
ready to put their shoulders to the wheel and aid in the 
good work, Mr. McCracken with others; but to Mr. H. 
Jacobson. is due the thanks for this Liberal movement in 
Detroit, which I hope snd believe will be made a grand 
success, a 


New Auxiliary Liberal Leagues. 


No. 158. Patterson, New Jersey, Sec. John Warr; 159. 
Scranton, Iowa, Sec. J. L. Amsden; 160. Hope, Kansas, 
Sec. Martin Pease. 

——————9 49——————— 

W. Y. JAMIZSON is speaking in Frankfort, Benzie county 
Michigan. He organized a Liberal League in River Falls, 
Wis., of twenty-one members, and one of fifty-one members 


jin Omro, Wis, Address him at Frankfort, Mich. 


.|Truesdell says to Mr. Morrison : 


uncertainty in which we find ourselves with reference to the 
results of'our actions.” Again, ‘The less enlightenment 
and reason men possess the more zeal they exhibit for their 
religion.” Strictly true. 

** Priests in al! times hav shown themselves supporters of 
despotism, and the enemies of public liberty. Their pro- 
fession requires vile and submissive slaves who never hay 
the audacity to reason.” Strictly true. 

* Pride and vanity always were and always will be the 
inherent vices of the priesthood.” 

I will stop quoting, Any one can see by these few quota- 
tions that Meslier was a thinker. Doubtless most of the 
readers of THE TRUTH BEEKER saw in that paper of date 
January 10, 1880, an article from me which contains my 
views on that work. I want to ascertain where '' The Life 
of John Meslier,” by Voltaire, can be had. Please reply, 
Mr. Editor, and oblige a friend. 

I think that the Catholic element is growing stronger and 
stronger every year in this our free (7) America. I think it 
is a matter that ought to receive the attention of the ‘Lib- 
erals, and at once. We know their history, and from know- 
ing it we have reason to fear their power. There is a fine 
article in Taz TRUTH S&EKERB of January 10th, by “ H. W. 
B.,"on the Catholic question. The Catholics are blood- 
thirsty and despotic tyrants, I think for a general thing 
we do not try hard enough to enlighten them. Let us try 
to elevate their condition by lending them books, papers, 
tracts, etc. This is the best way I know of to Liberalize 
‘the deluded Catholics, 

Aurora, Ohio 
eet 


Just One Word. 


To tak Eptror or Tue Truth BSEEKER, Sir: Mr. 
“As no new or im- 
proved system of banking has been proposed by any of 
our acknowledged economists, not by you, Mr. Morrison, or 
any of your soft money friends, the question at issue ap- 
pears to be, Shall we maintain the present safe, economical, 
well-tried national bank system, or drop back into the old, 
extravagant, dangerous way of banking under the conflict- 
ing state laws?” 

There! Could assumption go further? What, in the 
name of common senge, has the greenbacker’s demand— 
that the issuance of the circulating medium be restored to 
the nation (to whom it rightly belongs)—got to do with 
banks of discount? Are there not thousands of banks in 
the country which are not national banks? The question is 
not, '* Bhall we return to the old wild-cat banking system?” 
All this hue and cry about such being the case is mere dem- 
agogic clap-trap to deafen the people to the voice of truth; 
it is:gull’s seed scattered to entrap the unwary. There 
would be just a8 much truth and just as much sense in say- 
ing that the man who should advocate the self-binding as 
superior to the hand-raking reaper wanted to go back and 
use the cradle or sickle. 

Why should the nation not issue the paper money as well 
a8 the gold and silver money? Shall we accuse you of 
wanting to go back to some remote past and allow each 
individual to coin money because you are not in favor of 
delegating its colnage to some corporation? Bah! Has it 
come to this that Liberals cannot discuss a question without 
making such uncalled-for wild statements as has Mr. Trues- 
dell in the paragraph quoted and in others of the same 
tenor? Just see how actively he conjures up the past in the 
next paragraph. Nicely done, but it won't deceive any- 
body. No, friends of justice, the question he states as the . 
issue before us is-nothing of the kind—don’t come within 
a thousand miles of it. Who believes it? 

Yours for facts, E, ©. WALKER. 
Florence, Iowa, 


gg | 
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Creation According to Moses and According to crepancy somewhere. We must take the connection in | 


Geology. 
BY PROF. DENTON, 

Let agitation come—who fears? We need a flood ; the 
filth of years has gathered round us, We liv in the nine- 
teenth century, when science has appeared knocking at 
every door—not excepting the church door—flashing light 
into dark corners where bigotry and superstition hide in 
spite of the hooting of the owls and bats that inhabit them. 
There is no use in hiding, for science carries a lamp that 
makes day of the blackest night. She dives and scrutinizes 
the foundations. Heaven is not too high for her, nor can 
the scorching fires of hell keep her out. We can no longer 
hide theological questions in the dark. They must come up 
to the bar in this day of judgment that has at last made its 
appearance, We can no longer say we believe these things 
because they were taught üs in our infancy, and because 
our fathers believed them, and the doctors still stand by 
them. "Truth is the first requisite now, and however sacred 
old teachivgs are, they shall not prevent the strictest scru- | 
tiny; nay, the more sacred a thing professes to be, the more : 
necessity for a thorough examination ; and the question of 
the Bible muat come up for consideration along with the 
rest. We ere told that this is a book written by the Infinite | 
Spirit himself, or by men whom he infallibly inspired to. 
write his will for the instruction of ignorant mankind. Is. 
this indeed so ? Then it must be the most wonderful book 
the eye of man ever beheld ? What may we not expect if 
the infinite spirit of ali worlds and of the inflnite universe 
has actually written a book for our instruction! What a 
book that must be! It must be as superior to any book man 
could write as the revolving heavens are superior to the 
orreries by which we attempt to imitate their movements. 
What might we not expect with regard to the knowledge of 
the universe? Perchance it will tell us the story of the 
stare, and reveal the origin of man, in such & way that we 
can Clearly see its perfect unity with all that science has 
revealed. It must be in harmony with the highest revelations 
of science. There can be no discrepancy between them. 
But when we examine the Bible, what a difference! How 
little ground for the fulfilment of our high expectations! 
You know when the ass put on the lion’s skin the first 
sound betrayed the impostor. When men try to palm a 
writing upon us in the name of God, the first sentence reveals 
the counterfeit. ‘‘Inthe beginning "—that clause is suffl- 
cient to condemn the whole book—‘‘In the beginning, 
God created the heaven and the earth." What was there 
before that? Before the beginning—I don’t care how far 
back you put it—a thousand million years, if you please— 
what was there before that? Absolutely nothing. But 
where dwelt the omnipotent male divinity? He couldn't 
see, for there was no light ; he couldn't hear, for there was 
no atmosphere; he couldn't think, for there was nothing to 
think about; he couldn't smell, taste, or feel, for there was 
nothing outside of himself. Conceive of such a condition 
of things, and for the Eternal! The eternal God in a worse 
condition than the senseless fish that swim ! 

And what should awake him from this condition, and 
lead him to plow the eternal fallow and sow it broadcast 
with blazing suns, from whose moons might grow worlds 
for the habitation of mankind ? Can we think of anything 
that would start up.such a being, and out of such an idle- 
ness? The very first sentence shows the handwork of man 
—‘'In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." 
How long ago? Less than 6,000 years! But Iam told that 
it was in the beginning, and that there is room in that sen- 
tence for all the vast cycles of the great geologic ages. But 
unfortunately I read that the Lord made the heavens and 
the earth, and the sea and all that in them is, in six days, 
aud rested on the seventh day, and was refreshed. And 
man was made on the last of these six days. And then 
come the genealogies, down to the time of Jesus; the 
heavens and the earth and things in them brought into 
existence out of nothingness, all within the compass of less 
than 6,000 years. 

That is. the story the book tells us. Is it true? It is 
only necesary to ask the geologist, and the answer comes, 
"No!" All geologists are agreed on the lapse of immense 
periods as essential to the production of geological phe- 
nomena. Lyell talks of millions of ages. And so with 
others. Prof. Hitchcock, of Amherst, says the globe must 
hav existed infinitely long before man. But cur orthodox 
friends now try to get around the difficulty by calling these 
*' days" immense periods. Well, suppose we read it after 
tbat fashion—call them great periods—thus, “And God 
created the heavens and the earth in six great periods, each 

period millions of years long. And then he rested twenty- 
four hours and was refreshed," The time of rest is out of 
proportion. But I am told that this day of rest may be an 
infinite period of time. 'That may mean five minutes or five 
million years. It is a piece of India rubber that can be 
stretched indefinitely. ‘‘ And God blessed ihe seventh in- 
definite period of time and hallowed it,” The longer that 
indefinite period of time of rest is to the lazy man, the better. 

What kind of instruction is this for theologians to teach a 
credulous people—that an infinite being can use no better lan- 

guage for the expression of his ideas than this—a language 
that has to be twisted and modified to suit the developments 
of science. Then if those days were millions of years, 
what did God do on those days ? In the first place, ** God 
said, Let there be light.” In the Hebrew it is “ light be"— 
two words. So it took five million years for God to say two 
words. If we take the next period, there are twenty-five 
words, and on the same reasoning the utterance of these 
must hav taken 80,000 years. God is said to be slow of 
anger; he must also b: very slow of speech. 

But the man that wrote the story intended to teach that 
the earth was made in six days of twenty-four hours each, 
If I said I made that table in three days and afterwards said 
it took me thirty years, you would think there was a dis- 


ı which the statements are made. When a man says, ‘‘ The 
‘evening and the morning were the first day,” and ‘‘ The 
evening and the morning were the second day,” and so on, 
he is to be understood as saying just what he means, and 
meaning just what he says—that these were days just like 
ours in length. It is a plain, positive statement on the very 
face of it. Men show that they are aware of the weakness 
of the book when they admit that it needs such patching. 
From God the book never came. On the first day God 
says, ‘Let there be light, and there was light. And God 
divided the light from the darkness, and called the light 
day, and the darkness he called night; and the evening and 
the morning were the first day.” The light and the dark- 
ness were all mixed up together, like salt and pepper, and 
80 the necessity comes for dividing-them. But can darkness 
and light be mixed together? Aman pulls out a match and 
says, ‘‘ Let there be light,” and there is light till the match 
goes out, and then it is dark again. To-night the light that 
js blazing upon San Francisco left the sun just eight min- 
utes ago. The luminous center is there. But the man who 
wrote this story didn’t know that the sun made the light. 
He puts the day first and the eun comes in afterwards. He 
evidently did not suppose that that had anything to do with 
furnishing light. He has three days before the sun comes 
into being. That the man was very ignorant is easily seen. 
Just think of it, that this monstrous story is to be swallowed 
whole, or else we are to be damned. 
And on the second day God said, ‘‘ Let there be a firma- 


‘ment in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters 


from the waters. And he made the firmament, and divided 
the waters which were under the firmanent from the waters 
which were above the firmament.” He then divided the 
waters that were on the face of the earth—lifted them up 
by means of this great firmament that he had created, The 
man who wrote the story evidently looked up, ard said, 
Where dees that water. come from? There is an immense 
ocean up there; what prevents it from coming down? The 
firmament. And God made a firmament, and called that 
heaven. Then the question arose, How does it rain? Why, 
there are windows in the firmament, and when the Lord 
wanted to drown tbe world he just opened the windows ; 
and when he wanted to stop the rain he shut them up again. 
Now, doesn't the veriest schoolboy know better than that ? 
It is simply untrue. There is no such firmament, The 
waters were not divided in any such way. 

“ And God said, Let the waters come together, and let the 
cry land appear? Evidently that man didn't know that 
water seeks its level, on the principle of the attraction of 
gravitation. If he had been a geologist he would hav said, 
Let the earth be heaped up, and then the waters would inev- 
itably hav been gathered together. He represents the 
waters as being gathered into one spot, and the dry land 
appearing. Is that true? The very contrary is true. Dana 
is orthodox, and he says, '* While the continents were stil] 
under water they began to take shape. Then first the dry 
land appeared ; strata were formed ; and mountains arose, 
each in its appointed place. It took millions of years to 
make the continents, They hav gradually grown as the 
earth has cooled." And all this the Bible represents. as 
being done in one day. i 

Now please remember that we hav got to the fourth day's 
work, and no sun, moon, nor stars hav yet come into being. 
We hav had three mornings and three evenings without 
sun, moon, and stars, when our existence as a planet depends 
more on the previous existence of the sun than the child's 
existence depends on the prevíous existence of his father. 
What would you think of a book that said, when the boy 
was ten years of age his father was born, and when he was 
forty, his grandfather was born? Well, on the fourth day 
God set lights in the firmament—sun, moon, and stars. 
And please remember that on the previous day God said, 
Let the earth bring forth grass, fruit, etc., and these sprang 
up immediately without any sun. Three days had been 
spent on this little globe, and on the fourth day the Lord 
made the sun and the moon, ‘‘ and he made the stars also.” 
That is, about sunset of the fourth day, he turns out mill- 
ions of stars, or suns. ‘* And he set them in the firmament 
of heaven.” What is that? It is what divides the waters 
below from the waters above the firmament. Now the 
atmosphere doesn’t go more than a hundred miles above 
this planet, so the sun, moon, and stars must be below this 
because they held this up. The firmament ig under the 
clouds. On a fine day, therefore, we could get into a bal- 
loon and go up to the stars, if this man is right. Isn’t it re- 
markable that people of sense can accept this situation ? 
Where is God's throne ? Just on the other side of the firm- 
ament; and when he gets angry he shakes it and causes the 
stars to fall like fruit from a fig-tree. When one star falls, 
there would be 200,000 miles to spare al) round. 

Turn to the fifth day. God says, '' Let the waters bring 
forth abundantly the moving creatures therein," etc. What 
is the meaning of moving creatures that hav life? Nothing 
definite. lt would apply to everything that moves. It is 
theindefiniteness of ignorance. Then we are told that God 
created great whales and every living creature that moveth 
upon the waters. Is this in harmony with the truth? Our 
first living things are the simplest forms of sea life, discov- 
ered in those old oceans of the Laurentian, Cambrian, and 
Silurian times. . Not till we arrive at the Triassic beds, mill- 
ions of years from the advent of life, do we find fowl that 
fly in the air, And whata class of creatures is here brought 
together! Take the last day’s work, it is no better than the 
rest; God makes on the last day creeping things and man. 
And here, again, he puts together forms of life that are sep- 
arated by millions of years. Our first beasts belonged to the 
Triassic period, and man does not make his appearance till 
the period of the Pilocene-Tertiary. Thus the man who 
wrote this story has crowded together what nature has sep- 
arated by millions of years. 


*' God created man after his own likeness.” What does 
that mean ? It means that God is made in the shape of a 
man. The Jewish God had eyes, nose, mouth, arms, lungs, 
bowels, legs. , And he wrestled with aman. The Jewish 
Jehovah was simply a magnified man ; and when men bow 
down and worship that, it is just as idolatrous as any 
heathen worship. The only difference is that the heathen 
God is made with a jackknife, and the Jewish God is a work 
of the brain. (Though not very much of the latter is mani- 
fested in it.) Are they related to the infinite spirit of the 
universe ? No more than the glow-worm to a sun of the 
first magnitude. Men will outgrow these ideas, and recog- 
nize that the infinite, eternal spirit, whom no man hath seen 
is a very different one from the man-made God of the Jews. 

But there is another account in the second chapter of 
Genesis. The second account was written by a man of nar- 
rower head than the first, and much self-esteem. The first 
man says, * God saw, God made,” etc. The second man 
says, “The Lord God saw, the Lord God made," etc. 
According to the second account, God made all in a day ; 
according to the first it took him six days. The first man 
represents God as saying, Let the earth bring forth grass. 
That is poetic, though not true. God stands and speaks, 
and a carpet of verdure rolis around the planet, and there 
stands the world in all its beauty. But in the second 
account, God makes an oak-—roots, branches, and all—and 
sticks it into the earth. Will it grow? It is a question. 
After he had stuck his treee in he had to water them. This 
writer isa bungler. The first one has a better idea, and 
more poetical. The first writer represents God as saying, 
Light be, and light flashes across the void of darkness and 
lights up the universe. It is not true, but itis grand. The 
second writer says the Lord God made the beasts of 
the fielis. How did he make them? Very much as he 
made man. And he made them after he made man. 
The first writer puts the beasts first. The second writer | 
says the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, Ask the’ 
first writer how man was made, and he shakes hia head; he 
knew he would fail, so he doesn’t commit himself, but sim- 
ply says, Male and female created he them. The second 
writer says, I can tell you exactly how it was. God made 
man out of the dust of tiie ground. The old negro was nearer 
right. He said, “ Not dust, not dust, Massa, but mud. De 
dust no stick togedder.” Fancy the process, Out of the 
dust of the ground God made man. Now there is the dust- 
man, or mud-man, lying upon the ground, The Lord 
breathes into his nostrils, or, in other words, blows into his 
nose, and up starts the man. But then there is woman. 
But she was an afterthought. Now. if woman had written 
that account it would hav been a different book. One 
woman described it by saying, ‘‘ That book i8 a he book." 
Theology is simply he-ology. No woman would hav put 
the mau first. He would hav been born in a more natural 
way. if Adam had come as all men came, the woman 
would hav come first. But this man was an exception, He 
came directly from .the haod of the Creator. And he is to 
order all. But I wonder if he remembers that fishes were 
made before man, therefore by the same logic, man should 
be silent in the presence of fishes and baboons. 

Well, the animals were made and brought to Adam to 
name them. Just imagine that process! Here is Adam, 
naked, and no writing materials. If he could remember 
al the names he must hav had an astonishing memory. 
The Lord brings Adam the avimals to name. Here is an 
elephant; he names him, and off he is sent to his appro- 
priate place. Here isan Asiatic elephant. He names him, 
and off he goes to his Asiatic jungle. Then comes a hippo- 
potamus; Ádam names him, aud off he goes. Then God 
makes a white bear. But lo, that is a hot country. No 
matter; the angels must hav been ready to lug him off. 
Then God makes a mouse; then a cat, and immediately the 
cat springs at the mouse. Now there's another difficulty. 
There are 8,000 species of birds and 2,000 of beasts.. Sup- 
posing the Lord and Adam had a minute to each; what a 
job, and all this to be done before Eve appeared! 

Then God casts Adam into a deep sleep, takes out a rib, 
and makes Eve. I can fancy him waking out of that sleep, 
and with a polile bow to Eve, saying, ‘‘ How do you do, 
Madam ?" and in the most perfect language. Did a lan- 
guage ever spring into being at once like that? Ask the 
philologists. They will tell you it is opposed to all the 
laws of lauguage. Language came gradually—first a few 
radical sounds, — - 

We are told God rested on the seventh day. Now when 
did God ever cease to work? When did the glaciers ever 
cease to glide, the sun to shine, animals to propagate ? 
* My Father worketh hitherto," says Jesus, “and I work.” 
True. The infinite spirit has always worked. There are 
no indications in nature of any resting. But our orthodox 
friends fear that if this story goes, all will go—New Testa- 
ment and all—for that is built upon the Old Testament, If 
you prove that one was made by man you prove that the 
other was. Theu let them fall. Let us hav the truth, no 
matter what the consequences. I was brought up a Meth- 
odist; and the first attack on the Bible that I heard made 
me tremble down to my boots. I can sympathizé with our 
orthodox friends, but the truth is of far more importance 
than anything else. The truth will remain, while the fire 
burns up the chaff. Be assured that nothing can be killed 
but what deserves to die. There is nothing worth saving 
put what will be saved. Do not think God needs your puny 
help. You cannot with a farthing candle help the sun to 
shine. Do no be disturbed. The world has got along so 
far without man’s help, and ia likely to keep on, The future 
is to be better than the past, and the Jatest religion is better 
than the first. This mugt inevitably be as science and intel- 
ligence increase. Religion will liv, and the better will 
crowd out the poorer. The Unitarian and Universalist are 
late religions, and they are better than their predecessors, 


The Truth Seeker, February 7, 1880. 


9] 


Spiritualism Viewed from a Common-Sense 
Standpoint. 


To THE. EDITOR oF THE TRUTH BEEREER,' Si» : You must 
be aware you hav, along with your numereus fearless- 
minded readers, a goodly amount of Spiritualists, Nów it 

might naturally be supposed that there could not be much 

ground for discordancy between your two classes of 
reformers, Obliviates and Spiritualists, and yet there cer- 
_ tainly is.. 

Of myself I know that to your Spiritualistic readers the 
late.article of B. F. Underwood in Tas Trura SEEKER 
headed, '* Spiritualistn from a Materialistic Btandpoint," is 
considered very unjust and offensive, and if not replied to 
with absolute facts would be ` very injurious to your price- 
less sheet, On the other. hand, should’ some competent 


Spiritualist attempt by argument "to rebut all his supposi-| 


. tions and illogical couclusions, and not by iucontrovertable 
facts, it might lead to a controversy injurious to the feel- 
ings of both classés of your readers. 


Friend Underwood being a professional: Liberal debater, 
I shall prudently avoid coming within the reach of his! 


sweeping skirts or treading on his coat-tails; as there is no 
room for a wordy controversy. With your permission, let 
me state a few obstinate facts. Spiritualism cannot be 
established by argument, There is no richer subject to the 
pseudo-scientist, the sham, brawling debater, than Spiritual- 
ism. It is the butt for all small wits, tbe ever ghastly pul- 
pit bug-bear of the grave ‘‘ Man of God,” and the fruitful 
theme—both ways (opposers and advocates)—of much lying 
and deception. 

I hav been a Spiritualist over thirty years, and hav a 
journalized volume of nearly a thousand Spiritual tests; and 
under as many different circumstances, through a vatiety 
of mediums and channels of Spiritual communication; and 
it was full two years ere I could yield to the belief of our 

_ spirits continuity of existence after death, my thoughts 
being greatly strengthened by. a previous familiarity with 
the phenomena of what is known'-by the name of miesmer- 

‘ism or psychology in its wonderful and confounding 
phases—a subject, I am afraid, friend Underwood but 
slightly: understands. 

I chanced one day in the year 1852 to be in a friena’s 
store in this city, and was shown & small brass permutation 
combination lock, known as the ‘‘Bramah” lock. I shall 
not attempt a further description of it than say that when 
the four rings are properly set this lock had 397,856 changes 
upon it, or in other words, that when it was set to a word 
or set of numerals there was 897,856 chances that by guess- 
ing or by turning the four lettered rings against its being 
opened but by going over all its different changes. 

After the lock was explained to me I was instantly im- 
pressed with its novelty, and conceived it would be a pow- 
erful test of spirit intelligence and ability could they giv any 
combination of letters it might be set to, and I immediately 

. determined to get a trial of it. Accordingly I got my friend 
the storekeeper to secretly close the lock to some combina- 
tion and hand it to me, and keep a copy, which he did, I 
was acquainted with. several mediums of distinction, some 
of them public, On my way up town I called upon my 
friend Prof, 8. B. Brittan, then editor of the Spiritual Tel- 
egraph, showed him the lock, and told him my intended 
trial with the spirits and expressed my doubts. He smiled 
and said they could and probably would do it. I must say 
I had strong misgivings. With the lock I called at. Mr 

.Johu B. Conklin's Around his table I found a company 
of five gentlemen, who, with the exception of Mr. Conklin, | 
were all strangers to me, During a pause in their inquiries 
J laid the small cylindrical lock on the medium's table and 
said, "There, Mr, Conklin, is a test for your spirits; let them 
open that lock." He smilingly took up the lock and said, 
t Well, where is the key ?” I had to explain to him that it 
required no key; that it was set to some short word cr com- 
bination of letters of which I was unacquainted ; and if the 
spirits could not in some way give the word it could be 
opened only by the person who set it, and even not by him 
if he had forgotten the combination. After these few re- 
marks the lock was laid upon the table, and through tle 
involuntary action of the medium’s hand the following was 
written out : 

‘You, my deàr friend D— -, must not let those that seek 
tests of this character, for the mere gratification of an idle 

" curiosity, permit you to make such trials, You will be 
sustained when it can be put to a practical benefit. The 
letters forming the combination are U. F, 0, D.— Captain 

Carr.” 

I should mention, the Captain was an old acquaintance of 
mine, We were all astonished when putting these letters 
in position the lock immediately came apart. Each gentle- 
man in turn retired to some corner of the room and set the 
lock to his own combination, which was readily tipped out 
at the table, 

Before separating, the assembled gentlemen thought the 
test 80 remarkable that they voluntarily gave the following 
testimonial certificate : 

“This will certify that we the undersigned were present 
at the rooms of J. B. Conklin (31 Howard street) and wit- 
nessed the opening of the lock by the medium, who wrote 
the letters U. F. 0. D. through the influence of spiritual 
power. [Signed| A. A. Miller, 415 6th avenue; W. A. 
Hunt, Aibany, N. Y.; J. Andrews, 68 Fulton street; 
Thomas J. Harris, Sen., 179 Broadway ; ; John F. Whitney, 
68 Fulton street ; John 3. Conklin, 81 Howard street.” 

The successful "opening of this lock was widely published 
in the papers of that day, and induced several trials (which 
‘were successful) fram several quarters, and through other 
mediums, and Mr. Conklin was overrun with closed locks 
from various portions of the United States and Canada— 
many inclosed in sealed envelopes, until this species of test 


became an annoyance and Mr. Conklin declined to receive | genius of the enterprise, the friends of truth and justice, 


any more locks, 

I chanced one day to be in the rooms of Mr. Conklin, 
when. a gentleman—a stranger to us both—entered, He 
showed us a closed lock of superior make and fiuish, con- 
taining six rings, He remarked: “Here is a lock, Mr. 
Conklin, which has been closed five years by my brother, 
who for that length of time has been dead. Now, if the 
spirits ‘or some invisible power cannot giv the combination, 
it‘must forever remain closed and useless, for, by computa- 
tion, there are thirty-three millions three hundred thousand 
six hundred and fifty-six chances of our guessing the combi- 
nation.” Tothe surprise of myself and the owner of the 
lock, Mr. Conklin's hand almost instantly. wrote the letters 
M. 0. H, A. W. K., to which letters the rings readily came 
apart. 

One day I called upon a public medium. I found sitting 
at his table a gentleman—a naval officer—with whom I was 
acquainted. He had some written questions, which lay 
folded very compactly on the table before him, Suddenly, 
spasmodically, as it were, the medium's hand was irfluenced 
to write a message, which, on his attempting to read, he was 
quite vexed, and was On the point of tossing it on the floor, 
pronouncing it as incomprehensible nonsense and gibberish. 
-** Btop," said Mr. R. to the sitter; “first let me see it." He 
seized the written paper and was amazed, ''By heavens !" 
he exclaimed, “heres a go! I wrote my question in 
Spanish and here's my friend's answer in Spanish !" This 
was & matter of astonishment to us all, as the medium knew 
nothing of the language. Mr. R——1 told us it was from a 
fellow-officer who was drowned in the foundering at sea of 
the United States sloop-of-war '* Grampus.” 

' Let the foregoing tests suffice for the present. Strange as 
they.may appear to skeptics, they are by no means strange 
to many Spiritualists. Hundreds of investigators.hav each 
as wonderful tests, messages, and suggestions quite dissimi- 
lar and perhsps more astounding. Yours truthfully, 

` Brooklyn, L. I. Davip BRUCE. 


Bible Inspiration. 


To THRE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: If one 
reads the first four chapters of the New Testament accord- 
ing to the inductive method, as employed in science, 
what kind of a mess would be had for digestion? Let us 
see : 

The first chapter of Matthew is headed '* The Genealogy 
of Christ.” After tracing the genealogy down through 
threc times fourteen generations, through Abram, Isaac, 
Jacob, to one Joseph, we are then told that Joseph is not 
Christ’s father. How can this make the child Christ—the 
illegitimate offspring of Mary—any relation to her husband 
Joseph ? ; 

In Micah v, 2, the prophet says that out of Judah he 
shall come forth, In Jeremiah xxiii, 5, it says a righteous 
branch shall be raised up to David ; and Isaiah xi, 1, says 
arod shall come forth out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots. These chapters are all headed, 
“The Coming of Christ ;" but how does the first chapter 
of Matthew show that Christ is descended from Judah, 
Jesse, or David? Simply by marrying Mary to Joseph, 
and not that Mury, the mother, or the Holy Ghost, the 
father, was any relation to them, The angel of the Lord 
appeared unto Joseph and told him to call his name Jesus, 
but God spoke through the prophet and said to call his 
name Emmanuel, 

Let us compare the first four chapters of the New Testa- 
ment, about the resurrection, and we find that on the first 
day of the week, as it began to dawn, at the rising of the 
sun, when it was yet dark, came Mary Magdalen and the 
other Mary to see the sepulcher, and saw the stone rolled 
away and an angel sitting on it without. And they said, 
Who shall roll us away the stone ? And they saw the stone 
was roiled away, and entered in, and saw the angel within 
sitting on the right side, and they entered in and did not 
find Christ's body or see any angel within, but two of them 
without ; but they didn’t go in, either, or see any angel, 
but ran back and told Peter and another disciple ; and 
when she came back she just looked in and saw two angels, 
one at the head and one at the feet of where the body had 
lain. And as they went to bring his disciples word, Jesus 
met them, saying, All hail! And they held him by the feet 
and worshiped him. But Jesus said unto her, Touch me 
not, for I am not ascended to my father. And of course 
she didn’t hold his feet and worship him, nor did they see 
him at all, but only a vision of angels that said he was yet 
alive. 

Then the eleven disciples went into Galilee, where Jesus 
had appointed them ; and when they saw him they wor- 
shiped him ; but some doubted. (Some from eleven leaves 
how many believers?) Thomas was one of these unbelievers, 
for he would not believe unless he could put his hand in 
the wounds, and he could not do this without touchIng him, 
and as he had not yet ascended to his father he didn't touch 
him. And when he left the disciples he was taken up into 
heaven, But he wasn't either, for he had to catch some 
fish first for Simon Peter, Thomas, Nathaniel, and the sons 
of Zebedee—a hundred and fifty and three at one haul. 

Men may see this all straight through spiritual eyes, but I 
fail to gee it in a scientific way. DEACON. 

——— 9 9 ———————— 

A CoMPANY under the authority of the Michigan Rtate 
Association of Spiritualists and Liberalists is canvassing for 
means wherewith to purchase a site fora permanent camp- 
meeting ground, and a location at Battle Creek, Mich., has 
been fixed upon, It is already announced, with a flourish 
in a local paper, that Bundy, of the Chicago R.-P, Journal, 
has pledged five hundred dollars for himself, and has 
pledged his immediate friends for a larger amount, in aid of 
the project, If this means that Bundy is to be the inspiring 


and of D. M. Bennett, whom this man has. so outrageously 
and malignantly assailed, will scan the matter closely before 
pledging to it their patronage or moral support, M, B. S. 


Towa Notes and News. 


LET again the roll-cal] of counties be heard! I hav names 
in none of the following : Audubon, Buena Vista, Chero- 
kee, Clay, Davis, Dickenson, Franklin, Grundy, Howard, 
Humboldt, Ida, Kossuth, Louisa, Marion, Mills, Monroe, 
O'Brien, Osceola, Palo Alto, Pocahontas, Ringgold, Sioux, 
Union, Van Buren, Winnebago, and, Worth. 

In the following I hav the addresses of Liberals, but hav 
received no word from them in raply to letters sent: Alla- 
makee, Adair, Appanose, Boone, Hancock, Hanlin, Harri- 
son, Iowa, Casper, Johnson, Lyon, Mitchell, Monona, 
Montgomery, Page, Plymouth, Pottawattamie, Sac, and 
Story. 

It will be seen that we hav made substantial gains since 
the date of our last call in THE TRUTH SEEKER, Jan. 2d. 
I hav received letters from eleven new counties, and hav the 
aüdresses of Liberals in twelve more, received since that 
time. 

In Adams county I hav heard only from Prescott 
and Corning; Benton, from Belle Plaine, Blairstown, 
and Vinton; Black Hawk, from Cedar Falls; Butler, 
from Shell Rock and New Hartford ; Calhoun, from 
Lake City; Carroll from Glidden; Cass, from Anita; 
Cedar, from Springdale; Cerro Godo, from Clear Lake ; 
Chickasaw, from Nashua ; Olarke, from Osceola; Clayton, 
from Bismarck ; Decatur, from Garden Grove; Delaware, 
from.Manchester ; Des Moines, from Buillngton; Dubuque, 
from Farley and Dubuque; Emmett, from Armstreng’s 
Grove; Fayette, from Rindalia and Fayette ; Floyd, from 
Charles City; Fremont, from Riverton; Greene, from 
Scranton ; Guthrie, from Guthrie Center aud Casey ; Ham- 
ilton, from Hook’s Point; Henry, from Mt. Pleasant; Jack- 
son, from Bellevue and La Motte ; Jefferson, from Perlee ; 
Jones, from Anamosa ; Keokuk, from Sigourney and Har- 
per; Lee, from Keokuk and Donnellson ; Linn, from Lis- 
bon; Lucas, from Chariton; Madison, from Winterset ; 
Mahaska, from New Sharon ; Marshall, from Marshalltown; 
Muscatine, from West Liberty ; Polk, from Des Moines ; 
Powshiek, from Grinnell and Montezuma; Scott, from 
Davenport and Le Claire; Shelby, from Harlan; Tama, 
from Toledo ; Taylor, from Bedford ; Wapello, from Ot- 
tumwa;' Warren, from Indianola; Washington, from 
Brighton ; Wayne, from New York; Winneshick, from 
Ossian ; Woodbury, from Sioux City ; Wright, from Ciar- 
ion ; Webster, from Gowrie. 

I hav thus particularized that no reader of this paper may 
think that his county or neighborhood is at work in the good 
cause when it is not. 

Will eaeh Liberal in the counties above enumerated, and 
in a)l others where a petition for taxation of church prop- 
erty is not in circulation, send at once for one or more and 
go to work? Send at once; there is not a day to be lost. 
You hav waited so long that now you must bestir your- 
selves with extra celerity. 

LEAGUES. 

Our friends at Armstrong’s Grove are deserving of great 
praise for the persistent and determined energy displayed by 
them in the organization of their League, the sixth in the 
state, considering the fact that theirs is a newly settled sec- 
tion of country, some of their members living nine miles 
from the headquarters of the League. Mr. Peter H. Burt 
is one of my most whole-souled assistants in the good work 
of Liberal organization and propagation. 

Ottumwa has a League organized by this time ; was to 
hold à meeting this week. Mr. O. C. Graves and Mr. Wm. 
Lindsey, of that city, are hard at work waking up the Lib- 
erals of that vicinity and cireulating the petition. 

John Robinson, at Hook's Point ; Jerome Dutton, Wkest- 
land; P. C. Corgell, Glidden ; E. Hanck, Bedford ; O. P. 
Hosmer, Belle Piaine ; C. W. Potter, Harlan; I. N, Harris, 
Riverton; A. L. Potter, La Motte; and E. M. Stanton, New 
Sharon, are all alive to the necessity of organization; and if 
our friends in their respective neighborhoods will but ren- 
der them the proper assistance, there can be a strong 
League organized iu each of these places. There are more 
than a hundred cities and towns in the state where there are 
enough Liberals to form rousing Leagues if those Liberals 
will but put their shoulders to the wheel and push forward 
the car of equal rights. 

Will all the Liberals of Clark county at once put them- 
selves into communication with Mr. C. W. Dibble or J. G. 
Watts, Osceola, in reference to the organization of that 
eounty? They are live men and mean business. 

LECTURES AND LECTURERS, 


Hook's Point, Bedford, and Randalia want lecturers. Will 
all our rostrum missionaries who are intencing to lecture in 
the West during the next few months send me their terms, 
addresses, and open dates, that I may be able to inform our 
friends at these and other points, or communicate with the 
above gentlemen direct? 

Iam sending out petitions by the hundreds—four hun- 
dred this week, and corresponding almost constantly. Will 
our friends please send in their mites to keep the machinery 
moving. A few stamps at least. Unite, agitate, each one 
do his or her part. E. C. Wanker, 

Florence, Lowa. Ch. State Com, N. L. L. 

——— M i eR M 
' Tas Inca was both the law-giver and the law ; he was 


divinity itself. 
———— à ,9————————— 


ABOUT seven-tentha of the earth’s surface is covered with 
water. . 
AT 
HARES hav no eyelids, and beara no tails. 
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flettere from Sriends. 


** CUPID'S YOKES.” - 
GLOBE VILLAGE, Mass., Jan. 16, 1880. 

“ Cast not your pearls before swine lest they trample 
them under their feet and turn again and rend you."— 

esus. ; 
. I notice that many of your correspondents, who utterly 
condemn the action of the judicial swine which placed Mr. 
Heywood and Mr. Bennett in durance vile for putting the 
above-entitled book in the mails, go out of their way to 
express their dissent from the book without attempting to: 
controvert a single one of its principles, premises, positions, 
arguments, or Conclusions. This seems to me hardly fair 
treatment, for they ought to either show wherein the book 
is wrong or hold their tongues about it, and not prejudice 
the public mind against it by publishing their extra-judicial 
Opinion without any reason. That course givs us some 
grounds to suspect them of trying to combine the wisdom 
of the serpent with the harmlessness of the dove from fear 
of the swinish public opinion. Well, itis not pleasant to 
be torn by swine, and not wise to unnecessarily throw one’s 
self or others in their way. Perhaps the wisest way would 
be to place the pearls in sight of them in a position where 
they cannot trample on them, and then stir the swine up 
with along pole ata safe distance where they cannot hurt 
ou. 

The human race are not all swine. There is every degree 
of development from the unmitigated swine up. And if we 
would forward the development of the race, we must cast 
our pearls before the race and take the consequences of 
some of them falling before the unmitigated swine; but we 
should never hunt up that type to throw our pearls before, 
but avoid them so far as truth, candor, and wisdom will 
allow. . à 

Ilhav read ''Cupid's Yokes” several times, and in the 
light of science, reason, and common sense, the light of 
freedom and natura] rights, the light of justice and eternal 
fitness of things, I can see but little, if anything, in it to 
condemn, "There is one thing about it, however, which 
exposes it to the condemnation of mankind, as a rule, which 
is, 2t ds in advance of the mental and moral development of the 
race, and const quently is not appreciated by but compara- 
tively few. It is a pearl thrown before swine, and the 

: maker of the pearl &nd some of those involved with him hav 
been torn by the swine as one consequence. But it has also 
served to open the eyes of some to the conjugal rottenness, 
corruption, perversion, and degraded bondage in which the 
race has so long been held, especially women, the conse- 
quences of which hav been an inferior development of the 
race, as a rule, physically, mentally, and morally, 

F. H. Marsa.. 


PESCADERO, CAL., Jan. 8, 1880. 

It is coming, it is coming—a rational religion founded on 
nature, science, and reason. There is no blotting it out; it is 
bound to come, and thousands stand ready to hail its coming 
with great joy. The old ship of Zion is getting old, leaky, 
much racked, and is dragging her anchors before the gale. 
"Who can wonder at it? We can only wonder that it has 
not done it long ago. She was poorly built at first, and 
upon & bad plan for any use, especially 80 for running on 
republican waters. She is monarchical from bottom to top. 
The Bible—her hulk—is monarchical from lid to lid. It 
tells us of kings, kingdoms, princes, and principalities; that 
God is a king, his son, Jesus Christ, a king, and the devil a 

rince, but not a word about republics, The writers of the 
Bible were all monarchists; everything that belongs to it is 
monarchical, yet, strange to say, this Bible religion is the 
prevailing religion in this republican government, and, still 
stranger, there are men vil» enough to want to establish it 
by law. O consistency, what a jewel thou art! 

He who would gow his field to good wheat and then sow 
tares on the wheat to make it grow better would be just as 
consistent and just as reasonable as the builders of a repub- 
lic who would establish a monarchical religion in it to make 
it prosper better. Thorns and thistlés will no more certainly 
ruin a wheat-fleld than the Bible religion will ruin any repub- 
lic if it is allowed to be the dominant religion in it, The 
elements in the one case are no more opposed to each other 
than in the other. Ruin is the consequence in either case. 
No true republican can be a true follower of Jesus Christ, 
because Christ is a monarchist in every sense of the word, 
and his followers are commanded to follow him in all 
things, even unto the end; and when they enlist under him, 
they enlist under the banner of King Jesus. From anything 
that is recorded of him, we hav no reason to believe that he 
regards republicans any higher than he does publicans and 
sinners ; and, for my part, I don't care whether he does or 
not, for I don’t go one cent on a son who is as old as his 
dad nor an official who inherits his office from his dad or 
from any other man. If there is à God (and I think there 
is), and republican governments are right (and I think they 
ate), it is most evident that a republican government should 
hav a republican God and a republican religion. 

The old ship of Zion lands all her passengers at the port 
of King Jehovah. The new ship will surely land hers at 
the port of the great President of the Universe, and it is 
believed that his court is always in session and that he has 
no princes of darkness, no bottomless pits, nor lakes of fire 
and brimstone, And if a man comes before his bar claiming 
merits on account of having been born twice, he will be told 
that there is no such thing in the statutes of heaven; that 
one birth and one death is all that is appointed unto man; 
and if one comes claiming merits on account of having 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, he will be told that faith 
is not meritorious in any case, and especially for believing 
ín the old dogmas and superstitions of the Jews; that the 
human mind is like a pair of scales—the side which has the 
most weight on it preponderates; that wherever the great- 
est weight of evidence is, there will be our faith, and we 
can’t help it; faith is involuntary; in a word, all his judg- 
ments will be just. : W. L. WORLEY. 


HARWICH, Mass,, Jan. 1, 1880. 

Eprron TRUTH SEEKER: I am a poor man. I hardly 
know how to subscribe for another paper, but I must take 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER, not only for its wealth of thought, ita 
bravery and sound philosophical treatment of religion and 
morals, but also to 1urnish means of continuing the paper 
and sustaining the editor in his most noble effort to rid the 
world of the blighting, blastiag, direful effecta of supersti- 
tion. 


Oh, what a crushing curse Christianity has been ever}. 


since that bloody tyrant, Constantine, introduced it! . What 
oceans of blood it has shed to gratify its love of cruelty and 
carnage! Its sickening details of fire and fagot, the rack, 
dungeons, and tortures of every description are enough to 
pako one’s blood run cold. Did the gentle Jesus "—i 


‘better opinion of Mr. Abbot. 


there ever was such a man—ever surmise what would be 
done in his name? What would he do or say were he here 
to-day, affiliating, as I think he would, with the Freethink- 
ers, to see such damnable deeds done in his name? Who 
ever knew a Freethinker to persecute any one for his opin- 
ions? And why do they not persecute? Because they are 
free from superstition—made tree by daring to investigate. 
and by honestly following their highest and most reasonable 
conception of truth. 

Go on, banner of freedom, and may the blessing of all 
that’s good and great rest upon the head of the venerable 
editor and veteran of Freethought and human righta! God 
grant him health to pass the ordeal of imprisonment, which, 
for an old man, must be about as much as his constitution 
can bear! Let Comstock and his confederates in crime reap 
their rewards with Jefferies and such as he which will be 
meted out to them in the coming future B, F, ROBBING. 


N. Y. Murs, N,. Y. Jan. 12, 1880. 
D. M, BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed I send you five dol- 
lars—three dollars for TuE TRUTH BEEKER for 1880, and 
two dollars asa donation to the cause, to use as you see fit. 
Yours respectfully, OLIVER GARDNER, 


WiwDsoR, KAN., Dec. 20, 1879. . 

Eprron TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find 
three dollars, which will pay for THE TRUTH SEEKER up 
to January 1, 1881. 

Mr. Editor, I received your card all right. I would like 
to say something to Mr. Bennett and wife that would be 
encouraging to tnet, butit appears to me that about every- 
thing good has been said by his friends that can be said, 
and I do not like to steai other men's thunder. I don't 
think it honorable to do so. You see, Iam an admirer of 
strong Janguage, 80 allow me to borrow from A. J. Searl: 

‘t In conclusion let me say you may plot against me, arrest 
me, deprive me of my liberty, roast me, boil me, ram me, 
jam me, double me up, and send me to the infernal regions, 
but don’t, pray don't, as you hope for mercy beyond the 
tomb, inflict upon me another copy of the Index.” I, too, 
hav received the Index and R.-P. Journal. In one sense, I 
am sorry that I saw tnat Index, for previously I had had a 
As to Mr. Bundy, I never 
went a cent on him. 

So, Mr. and Mrs, Bennett, cheer up the best you can. I 
would like to meet you when your term expires and giv you 
one hundred dollars, but I don't see how I can. financially 
I can do about nothing, and I can write only in the home- 
liest manner. Inever went to school more than a half day 
each day, and frequently the teacher did not come. My 
best regards for Mr. and Mrs. Bennett, yourself, and THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. Yours truly,’ W. W. ROBINSON. 


HILLSDALE, Jan. 16, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: There is a commo- 
tion here in the: Catholic church which goes to prove the 
bigotry and intolerance which attends the church, even in 
a small place like this. The trouble is over the prospective 
wedding of a Catholic girl to a Protestant. A few days ago 
the mother of the young lady paid a visit to the priest, who 
gave her a terrible raking over the coals. Said he: * Why 


‘did you not tell me of this a year ago, that your daughter 


was keeping company with a Protestant ? I would hav put 
a atop to it. Idon’s want vou to forget that you are all 
under me, and you hav got to do as I say, I would like te 
know what you think of yourself, bringing üp your children 
to disgrace you in this way. Damn that —— ; I would 
like to take the tos of my boot from the seat of his pants. 
To think of his taking one of my girls, and right from 
under my nose too.” n 

Then he wrote to the bishop about it, who sent him some 
pamphlets, which he read to the congregation. A few ex- 
tracts were as follows : 

** Any Catholit who marries a Protestant commits adul- 
tery ; itis illegal and disgraceful, And any onetaking part 
in it, or sanctioning it by their presence, are just &s bad. 
And," added the priest, **any one of this church who attends 
such a wedding l will turn out of the church, and they will 
go to hell sure.” . 

The wedding is to take place on the 28d. The young lady 
is a confirmed Catholic, and says she will not leave them, 
which may cause trouble in the future, Her family, which 
is quite numerous, were forbidden to attend, but whether 
they will obey or not remains to be seen, — ' 

H. A. Borzy. 


Yours respectfully, 
FARMINGTON, Uram, Jan. 7, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I got a letter from the 
secretary of the Liberal League of Tompkins county, N. Y., 
stating that they were for splitting off from the '' parent 
tree,” and I could not but feel sorry for the folly of such 
moves ; and I thought how we were giving the lie to the 
old-time Bible assertion that the '' children of this world 
were showing more wisdom than the children of light." 
What in the world is the matter ? Why is it that we must 
keep making side-issues, and. 80 thwart or help to thwart 
the very object we express ourselves 80 anxiously wishing 
to accomplish ? 

The article ‘‘ Off the Fence" well expressed my views 
upon the subject. What has the question of total separation 
to do with moral or social standing ? Again, what sense 
would there be in a king abdicating his throne because 
some of his subjects were vile and bad? Or what would 
we think of a man who would throw up his membership in 
some good order, and lose the benefits of the same, because 
there were one or more members who were not living up: to 
his measure of moral standard? "We would count hima 
fool, and so I count men or Leagues who split off on such 
preiexts and so help to retard the very object of our organi- 
zation, wherein such men as our old friend D. M. Bennett 
and our energetic secretary A. L. Rawson hav been unwise. 
I am very sorry, but I am certain they will suffer in conse- 
quence more than we or the cause of the Liberal League 
movement need to. ‘‘ Let bim that is without sin throw 
the first stone.” Itis a saying that ‘‘to erris human; to 
forgive, divine." Here is a chance for us to show out our 
better nature. Let us take advantage of the opportunity. 

But, after all, for my part I fail to see where there has 
been so much wrong Committed under the circumstances ; 
and I am proud to see the stand our noble chairman and 
champion takes in the matter. 

With kind regards to our friend Bennett, yourself, and 
all who work shoulder to shoulder with us in the cause of 
mental freedom and equal rights, I am, i 

Yours sincerely, WALTER WALKER, 


New YORK, Jan. 18, 1880. 
Dzar FRIENDS: I cannot longer refrain from expressing 
my appreciation of the marked ability so manifest in the 
management of Tux TRUTH ÑEEKER. Iam not at all sur- 
prised at the great increase of its subscribers and friends, 


dts real value as a true mirror of the life, growth, and rapid 
progress of the times, from superstition and ignorance to 
scientific knowledge, understanding, and reason, is cause 
sufficient why it should receive the support and admiration 
of all lovers of humanity and human progress, Each week 
I peruse the pithy, earnest, and interesting letters in ita 
columns with great pleasure and profit. Many of oür Chris- 
tian friends might learn valuable lessons of love, generosity, 
and manly sympathy thereby. Its bold attacks on false and 
fallacious theories, ite staunch adherence to truth and jus- 
tice, Y admire. To cater to the tastes and notions .of. ita 
numerous patrons must be an arduous task, and one dificult 
to perform without jziving offense to some, Were it .possi- 
ble to make the least improvement in its perfected: manage- 
ment, I, individually, believe it would be by saving some of 
the powder and shot which I think is now wasted on the 
cankerous and dying frauds and imposters with. which. the 


.true Liberal cause has been bandicapped. TI believe that the 


wrangling and petty quarrels of our Christian churches are 
doing more to hasten their downfall than any if not all other 
influences combined. If this is a fact, as wise mariners we 
should shun the reefs on which other crafts hav been 
stranded. While we may with propriety admire and emu- 
late the past virtues of those who are now traitors to, the 
cause, if they had any, silent scorn and contempt, I believe, 
is the most effective admonition for their present follies. 
We often see examples of this, even among the brutes 


How oft we see the noble dog, 5° 45 
With stately mein and size,  - 
Imperiously pass the snarling cur, 
or heed its threats or cries! 


Others may not think as Ido, yet trusting that you will 
excuse the liberty I hav taken in making the suggestion, I 
remain, 48 ever, an ardent admirer and earnest supporter of 
your paper and the cause it so ably represerits, —- 

Yours ever, HENRY A. STONE. 


: CORVALLIS, Ost., Dec. 80, 1879. 
Mr. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: As one of the many 
friends of Freethought and admirers ‘of you personally as 
its representative, for being which ‘you are suffering an 
unjust imprisonment, I beg to giv my verdict for you. You 
hav led too many of us. from the darkness of superstition 
into the light of humanity’s religio, hav done too grantl a 
work for this generation, to hav us now afford to let »/ou 
forsake us, No other journal represents us like yours ; no 
other editor is so fearlessly outspoken in the cause of men:tal 
liberty. The age needs you; we need you to still further 
lead the van of progress. You hav done nothing to foršeit 
the trust that true Liberals reposed in you. Like our :dear 
Mrs. Slenker, if I had ten thousand votes I would giv tiem 
all for you. You hav shown yourself to be of the right 
metal—a true hero, a true believer in the cause you repre- 
sent. How many of us, though sure we were right, weijzhed 

in the same balance, would not hav been found wanting ? 
Inclosed find two dollars—one to aid in defense fund, the 
other for: Mrs, Slenker's ** Darwin's" and “John’s Way,” 
and Jean Meslier's ** Last Will" (paper) and some ?'ruth 

Seeker tracte. Maus, ANNIE EVEREST. 


DONNELLSON, Iowa. 
Eprror TRUTH SEEXER: ‘Champions of the Church” 
received O, K. It is a magnificent work, fully portraying 
the crimes and persecutions of the followers of the thorn- 
crowned Prince of Peace. It should be in the hands of 
every defender of liberty. Yours, Ar. D. LEECH. 


Fort Scorr, Kas., Dec. 30, 1870. 

EDITOR TRUTH BEEKER, Dear Sir: Wil you please make 
a correction ? A few weeks ago l wrote a letter to D. M. 
Bennett and directed it to his forced home in the United 
States Penitentiary at Albany, N. Y, I did not, suppose the 
letter would be published, but I see it has been. In signing 
my name I signed my true name, which is V. W. Sunderlin. 
You published me as V. W. Junderton. I think one name 
quite as good as another, providing there is no ambiguity or 
misunderstanding ; but I am already receiving papers and . 
circulars addressed to V. W. Junderton, put in my. post- 
office box, which I should hav returned to the very discrimi- 
nating distributers in our post-office and accused them of 
making a mistake had I not seen that name published in 
THE TRUTH SEEKER to a letter I. sent, to D.-M. Bennett; I 
wish as far as possible to correct my own mistakes and to 
help others do the same, and I am glad that no injury lias 
been done to any one in the one I mention. By the way, I 
like to see every one who writes any thing to a friend or for 
publication sign his true name and nót a fictitious one. But 
there are exceptions to all rules. i 

I am highly pleased with your paper, and so are all to 
whom I loan it tor perusal, exeept some who hav obtained 
all the light they desire to shine. upon them, 

Fraternally, V. W. SUNDERLIN, . 


Sioux Firs, D. T., Jan. 19, 1880. 

EprroR or THE TRUTA SEEKER, Sir: Inclosed find P. 
O. order for $5, for Paine's Great Works, and Tae TRUTH: 
SEEKER for 1880, -I am sorry I cannot send for a number: 
of other works of the sume quality at this time, but I will! 
intime. The work that Mr. Bennett is writing in prison: 
I want as soon as it is possible to spare money for it, andi 
alse the '* Sixteen Saviors or None,” *' The Darwins,” and 
some Others, : 

Are Infidels as scarce in Dakota as reports from’ there 
indicate? Ithink not. There are, however, plenty of Lib- 
eral-minded men of all classes. You will find them in fair 
quantities almost everywhere if you will stop to feel their 
pulse. Iam informed that Theodore ‘Tilton is to lecture 
here in a short time. Ah! I wish it was to be Col. Ingersoll, 
Prof. Jamieson, or some other cloquent speaker of that 
brand; what glorious revivals might not be expected! 
M is good material if there was only some one to kindle 

e fire. : i; 

I am pleased to see what a harvest THE TRUTH SEEKER 
has had from the 5,000 copies sowed by the Index. 1 move. 
that your paper and its readers vote Abbot thanks. U 

The explanation made by Mr. Bennett in regard to those 
letters so Canonized is in my mind as satisfactory as any 
evidence possibly can be. He acknowledges his folly in. 
writing them, and regrets it, Every line is stamped with 
manliness and truth. Who can doubt his words ? 

I regret to see some writers in your paper classify Mr. 
Underwood with Abbot and Bundy. Iadmit he has made 
some remarks not to be expected from such a mau. But, 
friends, be not too harsh, I think. he is too good and too 
great a man to be stoned to death. He is needed too much. 
Even Abbot and Bundy hav done much good in time gone 
by. Let us hope they will see and regret the injury whey 
hav done to themselves and the Liberal cause they advocate 
and work for, Yours truly, N. S, JORNSON; 


The Truth Seeker, February 7, 1880. 


93 


Seen it. I believe everybody would be truth seekers and 
truth lovers if they were not chained down by their cursed 
creeds. There are & few so-called Christians around. Ben- 
ville who are down on me for subseribinf. : 

. Now let me relate a true occurrence which took place in 
our quiet and well-disposed neighborhood (Benville). Iam 
a magician and ventriloquist, I gave an entertainment at 
Benville, Oct. 2d. There were a few good church-mem- 
bers who would not pay the admission fee, but ventured 
near enough to listen to the music ; one was a Mr, Lem 
Ackwright, a class-leader, and, IMoubt not, as good a Chris- 
tian as any. December 16th I was announced for another 
entertainment at the same house. Mr. Lem Ackwright and 
brother (both good Christians) used every means possible 
to injure me. They misrepresented me in every way con- 
ceivable, and to cap the climax and prove their real Ohris- 
tian motives they locked the house and induced the teacher 
to carry off the key, the retaking of which resulted in a 
general quarrel with one of the directors of the building 
and the pedagogue. I received a copy of THz 'TauTH 
SEEKER that evening, considerably behind date, from the 
‘father of Mr. Lem Ackwright, who is postmaster at Benville, 
On the Friday following I gave Mr. Wm. Ackwright two 
letters. The destination of one was Mt. Sterling, our county 
seat. He mailed one, and, as he had business in Mt. Sterling 
that day, he delivered. that one by hand—illegally—and 
pocketed seven cents in change. I surmised as much, and 
as I was in town the next day I asked the man to whom it 
was addressed, in what way he received my letter, He said, 
by hand, from Mr. Wm. Ackwright, without stamp. 

Now, worthy reader, this is truth. The man who did 
this little sneaking, petty thieving is & member of God's 
church and was brought up uuder Christian: influences. 
The man whoso illegally received my communication is the 
editor of the Brown county Democrat. I am a poor show- 
man and Infidel, but before I would stoop to an act s0 mean 
and ‘insignificant as this pure, regenerated Christian, I 
would cowmit suicide. Such men are fit only for the hell 
they are taxed to support. No wonder they commit such 
sneaking acts when their heads are crammed full of Bible 
wickedness. 

Oh for a general diffusion. of the noble principles advo- 
cated by the much-loved and honest D. M. Bennett! Oh 
for the day when the vile salivaried sneaks who continue 
their persecutions may be swallowed up in the gulf of their 
own making! 

The wrong enacted by the benevolent Ackwright is but 
a trifling affair when compared to the gigantic wrongs insti- 
gated by men who know better. Ido not blame these igno- 
rast, benighted subordinates as much as I do those lecher. 
ous hypocrites who educate their subjects by thrusting in- 
Cessantly into their faces tracts and pamphlets rich with the 
gathered venom of three centuries of religious war. 

But, thanks to fate, truth, reason, and science, the walls 
that hide the rottenness of their pet theory are fast crumbling. 
The day will come when bigotry and arrogance will hide 
their heads in shame. By the indefatigable efforts of men 
like Bennett and others, truth and reason will meet in con- 
cord and terminate this pilgrimage at the foot of a God, if 
you please, that loves not according to circumstances of life, 
but a God instilling principles and impulses far more divine 
than those emanating from that lamentably obscene book 
said to hav been inspired by the Jewish Jehovah. 

Respectfully yours, J. W. CARPENTER, 
An earnest truth-seeker, 


‘Linpsay, OnT., Jan. 17 80 A 
FRIEND BENNETT: Not one of your many friends A the 


United States and Canada feel more ageriey 

wrong that has been done you iat do opo e oe 
written to you before this, but was somewhat under the 
impression that letters would not or might not be delivered 
to you. Cheer up.. A few weeks more and you will be a 
free man. That your future years may be those of peace 
and happiness is the wish of Yours sincerely, : 


Wma. McDOoNNELL. : 


1 


THOUGHTS ON CAPITAL AND TABOR. 


DE SoLEBuRG, PA., Jan. 1, 1880. : 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: 1 would like to. sayia 
short say in your valuable paper on the mooted question 
above stated, which I believe may be summed up in a very 
few words, when analyzed as I think it should be, viz , ihat 
money as capital, like knowledge, possesses power accord- 
ing to its indivtdual possession, in quentity and quality, and 
so it may be'said of labor ; hence it only becomes necessary 
to determine, as in a pair of scales, ‘che difference in power 
to Show the superiority of one over the other. Power is 
the one great thing, after all, that may be said to the con- 
trary. I believe with the scripture declaration, that ** there 
is no power but of [science]: God," inherent in all the 
things that be, in the vast, boundless universe of space, 
which may be termed the great "Iam," body of science, 
‘‘ God, wherein we liv, ard move, and hav our being." 
Now.power may be compared to the aroma of flowers, too 
subtle to be seen by mortal eye, but ever operating in all 
the departments of natura, governed by mathematical chem- 
ical laws inherent in all;/thé things that be. 


Science, knowledge, God of might, 
(No earth).y arm can stay), 
Moves onw ard, ever in the right, 
In its al) nighty way, : 
_ And swa) ows darkness in the light 
fone eternal day. 


When the ligbt ‘of the moon-reason becomes as the light 
of the sun-knowlr;dge, and the light of the sun-knowledge 
intensified as the, light of seven days, found in science god, 
viz , knowledgr,, wisdom, power, art, wit, skill, and under- 
standing, to be shold the glory of the superna! heavens where 
all is harmon'y and love evolved from chaotic, mundane life, 
where the greatest amount of concentrated capitul power 
must and w ill rule labor as sure as one locomotive will run 
à hundred. cars, which is often done by the concentrated 
power Of steam, . à 


My logie may be thought as wild: 

Tne eause of causes is father to the child, 
Let capital and labor labor on, 

A line by natureis by nature drawn. 

í mean by nature in a sensethat's broad, 
Including science, nature’s god; 

. The great controlling power supreme, 
Producing souls, ng butter from the cream. 
Lat science guide immortal mind, ‘ : 
And 6top the twattle of mankind. . 


According to my limited capacity I sincerely sympathize 
wita Bro. Bennett, Msy his shadow never grow ee 


2526 PALETHORÈ ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA., Jan. 5, 1880. 
Fh IEND MACDONALD: l hav tbe greater portion of the 
numbers of TAE TRUTH SEEKER of the last two years, 
which I will send to uny one wishing to distribute for mis- 
sionary work and who will pay expressage on them. Any | 
one wishing them to distribute among friends can hav them. 
If you know of any one who could place them where they 
wiil do the most good, why, send along. 
Yours truly, W. F. Porter. 
{Any friend wishing to get copies for circulation will do 
"well to Write to friend Porter.—Ep. } 


: ANGOLA, IND., Jan. 3, 1880. 
Eprron Truts SEEKER, Dear Sir: Please find inclosed 
ono dollar, for which send me Kersey Graves’ ''Sixteen 
Saviors or None," his reply to John T. Perry’s ‘Sixteen 

Saviors or One," 

I would hav written long ere this to D. M. Bennett, our 
martyr-hero in prison, but, being a reader of Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER, I was aware of his having as many letters as he 
had perhaps time to read. But I want to say to him to not 
think of abandoning the editorsbip of THE TRUTH SEEKER; 
it would please Bundy and Abbot too well; that is what 
they are seeking, prompted by à spirit of envy and jealousy. 
Ihav taken the R P. Journal ever since its first issue—al ways 
paying in advance—until now. I wrote to J. C. Bundy 
that I could no longer help support an editor that would 
strike an old man when he was down and could not defend 
himself. . i 

Abbot sent me one of the “five thousand” samples of 
jealousy and hatred that he issued and threw broadcast over 
this country soliciting subscribers, but his ostensible pur- 
pose was to injure Mr. Bennett, and his diabolica! project 
has most signully failed in every respect except to enhance 
the interest of D. M. Bennett, which it has most certainly 
done. Bundy’s and Abbot’s object in endeavoring to break 
down D M. Benneit is so plain that a wayfaring man, 
though a fool, can easily discern it. 

Although Mr. Underwood says that those who support 
Mr. Bennett are the tag-rag and bobtail of society (what an 
expression for a cultured gentleman!), I hope they will 
show those cultured editors that they can discern between 
heroic goodness, as represented by D. M. Bennett, and 
Abbotism, as represented by themselves. ] 

. Mr. Editor, when D. M. Bennett, after being accused of 
writing those létters, rose up and said, '* Yes, I did write 
them, for which 1 am sorry," he gave his enemies such 
atbrust as left them hors de combat, Mr, Editor, when I 
view with my mind’s eye Mr. Bennett, with all the calm- 
ness of a heroic soul, rise up and say, ‘Yes, I did it, and am 
sorry for it,” it fills me with admiration. In his great moral 
honesty, it makes me reflect back a few years when a 
would-be great man hid behind his pulpit and said he did 
not doit,jwhen nine-tenths of all intelligent people believed 
him guilty. . 

Hoping. a speedy release of our martyr-hero from the 
Christian bastile, I subscribe myself 

Yours for universal freedom, Dr. J. H. Moors. 


. TucuxsEH, Mica., Dec. 29, 1879. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: L used to read the 
Indes and rather liked it until the intolerable conceit of its 
editorial figure-head became so disgustingly sickening that 
with many others I was forced to shut it off. When tne 
famous ‘five thousand” made their appearance I was of 
course treated with a copy. Iwill here say that iu a life of 
nearly three-score years it has been my lot to see and wit- 
mess much of the darker side of buman nature, but I must 
confess that for downright studied meanness the cultured 
- Francis Ellingwood Abbot has fairly won the belt. 
It must hav been his transcendent culture that prompted 
"him to publish these *‘ five thousand” Indexes tor the low, 
‘damnable purpose of effecting.the ruin of two gentlemen 
‘as much above him in morals as heaven is higher than hell. 
Doubtless this cultured paragon of virtue now sees that his 
‘pretended immaculateness is being bespattered and bedrag- 
gled with the filth he intended for others. : 
Now Ill] wager a horse that the dirtiest, meanest pick- 
pocket withim a hundred miles of Boston will certify that 
were these Charges all true to the letter these men would 
still be infinitely above the man capable of the low, dirty 
work of their ‘extra five thousaua.” Verily he has out- 
deviled the devil with hisjlow, ineffable meanness, and has 
justly earned a skunk-skin belt. With all his culture, 
‘francis is still unhappy; and though constituting both the 
head and tail of his League, like the tadpole, he is pining 
for a body, with suitable material at hand for a fair-sized 
belly in Comstock, Colgate & Co. Ah, Francis! your 
attenuated League, the gasps. and struggles of the Index to 
maintain its existence, while Tos TRUvH SEEKER is wax- 
ing fat day by day, that’s whata the matter with you. 
Even so mote it be. 
Inclosed pleased find romittanoo ns O. order for renew- 
i scription to THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
iig ray ERP J, QUIWITS. 


BENVILLE, ILL., Jan. 2, 1880. 

Eprron TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: This unceasing per- 
gecütion against seekers of truth by an unscrupulous set of 
hell-hounds calling themselves good Christians is something 
more than astonishing. I hav read a few numbers of your 
excellent paper and am convinced that no man could read 
it carefully and condemn the noble, manly, and outspoken 
sentiments with which its columns are filied. I hav read it 
for the last three years as much as a transient life would 
permit, and hav thought, and do still, that D. M. Bennett is 
one of America's soundest men. When I wrote you one 
month ago to send me THE TRUTH SEEKER I did not fully 
understand the nature.of the charge which so unjustly de- 
prived him of liberty. I am located for the winter, and 
since I hav received three copies of your paper 1 am satis- 
fied of the unprecedented anc. damnanle stones instigated 

medium of Christian preju a 

VS fate spare time and energy shall be directed towards 
the interests of THE TRUTH BEEKER. Iam a three-months 
subs:riber; I shal) renew for one year ere that time expires. 
Every que (with few exceptions) likes the paper, who has 


Covineton, IND., Jan. 4, 1880. 

Sus I aill wish you to think of 
me as one‘ of your 1riends, Notwithstanding all you hav 
done, which perhaps I should not hav done, l think more of 
you than ever before, lam glad you had the courage to 
confess the truth. You thereby held your old friends and 
got many new ones for your manliness and disposition to do 
right in future. I hope to be able to do more for you and 
your grand distributor of light and knowledge, TxE TRUTH 
SEEKER. Before taking Tas TRUTH SEEKER I took the 
Investigator, and enjoyed reading it more than any other 
paper 1 ever read ; and after taking thet one or two years 
L aropped it, and hav now taken THE TRUTH SEEKER three 
or four years, and now believe, atter reading your papers 
‘and books, I hav enjoyed and advanced more intellectually 
than in all I had read—which is considerable—in forty 


ears previous, ; 
T I Hs now nearly sixty years old, and I am much. 2ratifiad 


D. M. BENNETT, Dear 


to see in your paper commuuications from some old persons, 
some a score of years older than Iam, rejoicing in manly 
Tiberal views of life, aud are cheered in their old age by 
Tur TRUTH SEERER and Liberal books. 
discourage, whiie there is much to encourage Liberals to 
move forward in organizing and spreading Liberal views. 
It is only a few yeats back that we hav to look and recall to 
memory the time when it was a sin and disgrace to speak 
out what we believed to be the truth, if in opposition to 
modern Christianity, orthodoxy, or the Bible. 
change we now see! 
cause in opening the eyes of the blind, or exposing the 
extreme follics, falsities, and superstitions of the religions 
of to-day, must be up and doing, or their occupation will 
be gone. 
courageous enough to say in their pulpits that the Bible ia 


I see but little to 


But what a 
Liberals who wish to work for tha 


The ministers of the day are growing bold and 


not all the word of God, that it contains obscene and 
untruthful’ reading. Not long ago the Central Baptist 
Church minister iu Syracuse said in a lecture on '* Shaks- 
pere and the Bible," that some people object to Shakspere 
because there are passages in it too obscene to be read in a 
promiscuous audience, He acknowledged that the Bible 
was open to the same objection. The next one I read of is 
H. W. Beecher, at a Friday evening prayer-meeting on Dec. 
19th, who said in speaking of the Bible Society : '* For one 
I will not giv a dollar to a society that prints a Bible noto- 
riously false in some parts, and which the society knows to 
be false. A committee was appointed to revise the present 
copy of the Bible. It worked laboriously, and made a 
report recommending certain alterations which were adopted, 
But some of the old-school members of the board kicked up 
about it, and the society never had dared to print the 
revises that it had declared to be correct. I won't giv it a 
dollar. The same is true of the American Tract Society. It 
doesn’t need nourishing. These societies are of age. Let 
them swing off and take care of themselves.” Tne Rev. 
Prof. Swing of Chicago said in one of his Sunday sermons 
a few weeks ago, ‘‘Ob that we had the gems of the Bible 
selected and printed in a book." The good Rev. Dr. 
Thomas, pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church of Chi- 
cago, said, ‘‘The time had come when men who had done so 
much good for humanity as Thomas Paine, should be given 
credit for what they had done,” He proceeded to pro- 
nounce a eulogy on him, and said he was not more than 
halt Infidel, for he believed in God and immortality, Such 
talk is paving the way and making it easy for other libera!ly- 
disposed ministers to do likewise. There are many religious 
people now who think more of an uubeliever that livs a 
good moral life than of a religious, immoral professor, 
Auy person who would not be a good Christian, Catholic or 
Protestant, would not be a good Infidel or anything else. A 
person who is born right, naturally good, will be good any- 
where, and vice versa. Yours truly, Wm. B. NEGAR. 


Pixg, N. Y., Jav. 8, 1880. 

EDITOR TROTE SEEKER, Dear Sir: It I hav not hercto- 
fore sent in my letter of sympathy and appreciation it has 
been because of the pressure of other matters, and not 
because I hav not felt deeply for Mr. and Mrs. Bennett in 
their troubles through the cruel and vindictive attacks of 
Bundy and Abbot. I cannot tell you how impatiently I 
waited for Mr. Bennett’s letter of reply. It came at last—a 

full, frank, straightforward, manly confession of the truth 
—so characteristic of the man, so unlike the usual course 
puraued by delinquent Christian clergymen—and J cried, 
“ Bravo !? i i 

“To err is human,” but to confess—ah, that is super- 
human ! 

Much as I regret the occasion of that letter of confession 
—that the equilibrium of the cerebrum and cerebellum 
forces of such a man should hav been disburbed by a wily 
enchantress—for the sake of truth and that of our dear 
Liberal cause, do I rejoice that he did not add perjury to the 
sin of makin a fool of himself, and, Adam-like, throw all 
the blame upon the woman. 

I sincerely pity those illiberal Liberals who, yet possessed 
of the old Pharisee.spirit, cannot say to a repentant brother, 
“ Freely do we forgive thee; go and sin no more." Even 
the church gladly welcomes the humble penitent. Shall we 
professing Liberals be less generous and forgiving, and 
suffer the star of hope to set in the western horizon of the 
life of this old soldier of liberty, spent and scarred with 
many battles, forgetting all the good work he has ever done, 
all the sacrifices he has made for truth, because of one false 
step ? Perish the thought; rather let us.cheer his heart and 
strengthen his hands for more effective work in the years to 
come by wise counsels, sympathy, and love, determining to 
profit by the lesson of his painful experience and make our 
own lives more consistent and exemplary. Let us search 
carefully along the written walls of memory and see if we 
do not find the record of some sin of equal magnitude, if 
not of the same Character, before deciding that this one is 
unpardonable. Should we not find the object of our search 
let us conclude that possibly the tempter has never ap- 
proached us upon the weak side, and guard well against his 
future approach. 

The Liberal church—if I may be allowed such an expres- 
sion—is still young, but when it shall hav reached the 
present age of the Christian church, having had the same 
power and opportuaities for cleansing humanity of gin and 
ignorance, if it then numbers ag many renegades in ils ranks 
and shows such meagre results of its work as its now power- 
ful (but fast decaying) opponent, its supporters may well hav 
cause to blush and be discouraged. 


Then lift high trutn’s glorious banner, 

Raily round her standard stcong, 
Let" Excelsior” be our motto 

And “true freedom" be our song. 

. M. SLUSSER. 


DENVER, Cor , Dec. 30, 1879. 
EnprroR TRUTH SEEKER : Inclosed please find three dollars, 
which you may place to my credit. I am not prepared to 
giv up Tue TRUTH SEEKER, notwithstanding the fact that 
Abbot and Bundy wants me todo so. The Liberals here, or 
such of them as I hav had any conversation with in regard 
to the cowardly attacks of Abbot and Bundy on Mr. Bennett, 
express themselves very emphatically against the above- 
named pair. For myself I hav but one feeling, and that is 
contempt, and I may say disgust, at the cowardly attacks 
made by the /ndez and R.-P.Journal. 1 hate the very sight 
of the Zndez since the Aubot ** Letter to Editors" appeared, 
No matier what the facts are, I hate the man who will stab 
another in the back or attack him when he is down. I 
would like to say a great deal more, but am too busy at 
present. At some future time I may write to Mr. Bennett 

at Albany. Yours truly, CHARLES Rora, 


oO 9—— ———- 
+ 


Tas elephant will liv to the age of one hundred years and 
upwards. i 
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Friendship. 
BY HENBY A, STONE. 

What is friendship? A sacred tie; 

Though foes surround, 'twili never die; 

A prize indeed, of hallowed birth, 

A gem, of nameless, priceless worth. 

It is not bought with sordid pelf 

Or priceless stones of untold wealth, 

But seeks ofttimes the lowly oot, 

Where gaudy grandeur enters not. 

When once ’tis born, unlike fair fame, 

It never will belie its name. 

Though sorrows deep or griefs surround, 

Yet friendship ever true is found. 

It severs not, though ills betide. 

It wavers not though seas divide. 

It falters not, theugh fortune’s frown 

Atevery step should bear thee down. 

Then seek this gem of untold worth, 

This priceless boon of hallowed birth, 

And let thy life its fragrance lend 

To bless and recompense thy friend. 
Sg ee, 

Tas Burton-on-Trent Chronicle publishes the 
following: “To William Richards, laboror, 
Hanbury-wood-end: Your wife having yester- 
day announced to me her intentions to hav your 
infant baptized at the dissenting chapel, I feel 
it my duty to warn you that if you persevere in 
that intention, and it should please God that the 
child should die, I shall not be able to read over 
it the burial service of the Church of England, 
since you prevented it from being made a mem- 
. ber of that church and procured for it heretical 
baptism—that is, not performed by a ‘lawful 
minister '—after having been solemnly admon- 
ished by me of the consequences of so doing. 
(Signed) Jeffrey R. Foot, M. A., Vicar of Han- 
bury. Deo. 4, 1879.” 

el a 


Pursuant to the advice of the Linn County 
Association to the churches, requesting an in- 
vestigation of the causs of separation between 
Elder Wm. T. Graves and his wife, the delegates 
ofthechurches met and organized by electing 
P. Moore, moderator, and N. P. Hopson, clerk. 
They then proceeded with the investigation, 
and, upon hearing the evidenoe, find that W. 

` T, Graves has been guilty of treating his wife 
ina cruel and inhuman manner and of other 
uvehristian conduct. We therefore advise 
Yellow Creek Church to call in his letter of com- 
mendation and exclude him from its member- 
ship, aiso revoke his license as a Baptist min- 
ster, E 
—————— dl i€—— 


A Wo trish SHEPHERD.—Tne latest revelations 
in regard to the management of the institution 
called tne '" Shepherd's Fold" show that the first 
newspaper statements on the subject, so far 
from exaggerating the actual condition of 
affairs, really fell far short of thetruth. In the 
pages of fiction there are pictures painted of 
the sufferiug and torture of the neglected waifs 
of society; but no Dickens has ever imagined 
anything so sad and 80 distressing asthe actual 
story of the "Shepherd's Fold.” According to 
the testimony of some of the poor little outcasts, 
as given in the court, starvation, neglect, and 
immorality went together hand and hand in the 
Fold. The separation of the sexes was purely 
imaginary; in fact, body and soul were at the 
same time being destroyed by the Reverend 
Cowley. So far as the public at large is con- 
„cerned, the question, putting aside that of cru- 
elty and inhumanity, for it to consider is this: 
How under our jaws could such a state of things 
hav existed? The Shepherd’s Fold has a charter 
from the state. It has trustees or directors. It 
is under the control and direction of the State 
Board of Charities. With all these safeguards 
how is it possible that children could hav been 
half-starved to death? Taere must hav been 
neglect somewhere. A grave responsibility 
rests upon the shoulders of some one. Who is 
it? Who arethey? And if, as has been shown 
in this case, it is possible that one such so-called 
Charitable institution can exist, and for years 
and years go on torturing is victims and de- 
frauding the charitable and benevolently dis- 
posed, the additional question naturally arises: 
How many other so-called "Folds" equally bad 
hav We in this city or the state? How many 
other children are being starved and mal- 
treated? How many Oowleys hav we? It.is to 
be hoped the state authorities, who are charged 
with the duty, will in some way giv the answer, 
~N. Y. Herald, 


EVERYBODY SHOULD READ 
THE 


NATIONAL LIBERAL LEAGUE: 
WHAT IT IS AND WHAT 
IT IS NOT. 


BY CHARLES J. HERBOLD. Price 10c. 


It is a real good lecture and a useful one too: 
broad, Liberal, and to the point.—Mrs. Elmina 
Drake Slenker. 

I eonsider it & very able and interesting 
essay and one that should be eireulated over 
the country by the thousands.—Kersey Graves. 


WHAT IS FREETHOUGHT? 
BY THOMAS WINTER. 
ice 10 cents, Mailed 
Price 10, c nd D alles f receipt of price by 


Publisher and Bookseller 


ats Cincinnati, O. 


JUST ISSUED. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice. ft con- 
tains valuable und suggestive notes on nearly 
ali the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides iliustrative cases, and wili be 
sent by mall to any one sending thelr address 
and a three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO.; 
129 Hast asth Street, N, Y. 


EPITOME 


OF THE 


READ THIS LIST 


" OF . p a 
Positive Philosophy; STANDARD WORKS. 


AND 


|RELIGION 5 HUMANITY. 


THIRD EDITION, with CHART and INTRO- 
DUCTION. By |. T. B. WAKEMAN, Esq, 
Just out. Price,25 cents. 


THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 


OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUCTION tothe STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Justout. By 


COURTLANDT PALMER. 
Price, 25 cents. 


The Bible of To-day. 


By JOHN W. CHADWICK, minister of 
he Second Unitarian Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
"his is undoubtedly one of the most valuable 
&nd truthful works that has ever been written 
on the Bible, andis the first book in the English 
language that gives an accurate account of age, 
origin, and character of the various books com- 
pos ng the Jewish Scriptures. The work is 
aandid, learned, and eminentiy free from preju- 
dice and bitterness. The author consulted 
largely Kuenen, Robertson, Baur, Ewald, Zal- 
ler, Davidson, J. H. Ailen, Matthew Arnold, 
Oolenso, Knappert. Reville, Nicholas, Oort 
Hooykaas, Noyes, Milmau, DeWette, Westcott, 
J.J, Tayler, E. H. Sears, Renan, R. Hanson, Dr, 

. Muir, Keim, Sehenkel, Dean Stanley, Jowett, 
R. W. Greg, Emanuel Deutsch, Tregelies, Co- 
querel, Mackay, Neander, Alger, Prof. Fisher, 
aud others, It is such a digest of all the reliable 
suthori tee on the Bible as can no where else 

ound. . 

Every person who wishes td know the whole 

truth about the old Jewlsh Seriptures should 
sand for this volume. Prien. $1.50. 
D.M. BEENNETT, 14! 8th S*., NAY. 


THE ROOT OF THE MATTER, 
SAMSON : 


A Myth-Storv of the Sun. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ac- 
cording to the Holy Mea 
of Old. 


The author of these works finds the Bible 
largeiy mythical in its character. He presents 
us a number of copies to be disposed of in the 
interest of THE TRUTH SEEKRB. All who pur- 
chase will therafore aid THE TRUTR SEEKER to 
the amount of their purchase, or add to the 
Bennett fund as they may choose, if 

Samson, 20 cents; Gospel of the Kingdom, 2 
vols.. each. 30 cents. 


Great Co-operative Colony. 
NOW FORMING IN.NEW YORK. 


Bend 20 cents for pamphlet and Constitution to 


H. E. SHARPE, 
2074 East oth street. N. Y. 


ats 


FAMILY CREEDS. 


WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
Author of “EXETER 
HALL,” “HEATHENS OF THE 

HEATH,” ete. 


To any who hav read either of this 
favorite Liberal writer’s other ro- 
manoes, it only need be said that this 
is not inferior to them. 468 pp. 

In cloth, $1.25.  , 

For sale by 
D* M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y. 


What Is the Bible? 


BY J. T. SUNDERLAND. 


He holds that so-called sacred books are nat- 
ural products of the human mind, and givs an 
Outline of the origin and growth of the various 
bibles of the world. drawing analogies between 
the historical development of the Jewish Bible 
and other great sacred books. and demonstrat- 
ing religion to be alarger and richer thing than 
Jew, Christian, or Pagan has understood. The 
second chapter is devoted to the Bible, its ori- 
gin, growth, the men who wrote it, when th 
wrote it. and why; the third shows the difficul- 
ties in the way of the theory of infailibility of 
the Bible, and their serious increase with the 
growth of scholarship and science; the fourth 
treats ofits inspiration and revelation, consid- 
ering its claims asa classic and as the parent 
of Monotheism. It is a very broad and catholic 
work, answering the questions which naturally 
arise in connection with religion, and negating 
tbe ageumption of an infallible word of God. 


Price, $1.00. 
8ale by D. M, BENNETT. 
Moree 141 Eighth gt, New York, 


-present. 


Published by D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., New York. 


Whe World’s Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers. By D. M. BENNETT, 
Editor of TuE ‘TRuTH SEEKER. Octavo; 


second edition; enlarged and revised. Being: 


the biographies and important doctrines of 


the most distinguished teachers, philoso-: 


phers, reformers, innovators, founders of 
new schools of thought and religion, disbe- 
lieverg in current theology, andthe deepest 
thinkers and most active humanitarians of 
the world, from Menu down through the 
succeeding three thousand years to onr own 
time, Price, cloth. $35 leather, $4; mo- 
rocon, gilt edges, $4.90. XE 

The Champions of the Church: 
Their Crimes and Persecutions, By 
D. M. BENNETT. Biographicsl sketches of 
eminent Christians, from the time of the 
reputed founder of Christianity to the 
A companion book to. ‘‘ The 
World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” 
Containing a correct history of the distin- 
guished ornaments and diabolical characters 
of the church. A full account is given of 
the bloody wars which Christianity has in- 
humanly waged to spread its rule. It also 
givesa history of Jesuitism for three centu- 
ries. The whole js based upon Christian 
authorities, 
moroeen, gilt edges, $4.50, 

Analysis of Religious Belief. By 
VISCOUNT AMBERLEY, son of Lord John 
Russell, who was twice Premier of Eagisnd, 
Complete, from the London edition. This 
remarkable work has attracted unusual stten- 
tion in England. It is the work of a brilliant 
young lord of Christian parerts, who was 
brought up in the Christian faith, but who, 
upon investigation and reflection, became a 
decided unbeliever ; the result of which is 
the elaborate work here named, the prepara- 
tion of which occupied him several years. 
Price, cloth, $83 leather, $43; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50, | 

The Great Works of Thomas 
Paine, Complete. New edition. The 
cheapest and best ever sold. Contains Life 
of Paine; his theological writings—the Age 
of Reason, Examination of Prophecies, 
Reply to Bishop Llandaff, Letter to Mr. 
Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter to Camille 
Jordan, Of the Religion of Deism ; his po- 
litical Writings—Common Sense, The Crisis 
(Nos, T. to XVI. inclusive), and The Richbts 
of Man. All in one octavo volume, with & 
fine steel portrait of Paire. .Cloth, $3; 
‘eather, 8& ; morocco. gilt, $4.50. . 

Supernatural Religion: An Em- 
quiry into the Reality of Divine 
Revelation. Decided.y the ablest work 
im this lno ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
terest than this. 1t-was issued anonymous!;, 
and the great inquiry was, ‘‘Who is the 
author ?' It is most damaging to tie claims 
of Christianity, and its positions and state- 
ments have never been refuted by the clergy. 
It is very scholarly, and enters into the ex- 
amination of the original Greek in detail and 
with great exactness, Three 8vo volumes in 
one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 


which sells at $15.00. The London Zzmes, 


in speaking of this great work, uses this lan- 
guage: ‘No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 


and effect on the thinking part of the com-| 


munity as this work. lt has done more to 
open the eyes of the ignorant and credulous, 
and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and 
superstition, than any other book.” Pab- 
lished complete in a volume of 1,000 pages, 
with afull index, atthe following low prices: 
Cloth, $4; leather, $53 morocco, gilt edges, 
85.50. sa DE. 

Naaure’s Revelations of Charac- 
ter; or, Physiognomy Illustrated, 
Being the morat and volitive dispositions of 
mankind as manifested in the human form 
and countenance. By Josepa Simms, M.D. 
This work is the fruit of twenty years’ dili- 
gent observation of nature, and presents a 
aew and complete analysis and classification 
of the powers of the human mind and body, 
together with the physiognomical signs by 
which every faculty is disclosed. In. one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 260 
cuts. Price, cloib, $335 leather, $4; mo- 
rocco, gilt «dzes, $4.80. ; t 

Paine’s Theological Works. In 
one volume, comprising Age of Reason, Ex- 
amination of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop 
Liandeff, Letter to Mr, Eskine, Essay on 
Dreams. Of the Religion of Deiam, etc., 
with a Life and fine sieel portrait of Paine. 
Cloth, $1.50. l 

Paine’s Political Works. In one 
volume, comprising Common Sense, The 
Crisis (Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), The Rights 
of Man, and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait. Cloth. $1.50. : 

Whe Age of Reason. By THOMAS 
Pame. Large type. Peper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. & 

The Age of Reason and the Ex- 
amination of Prophecies. By Taom- 
as Paine, Large 1ype, Paper, 50 rents; 
cicth, T5 conti. e 

Common Sense. By THomas PAINS. 
His frer and most important political work. 
Paper, AS cents. E Ue 


Price, cloth, $3 5 leather, $4; 


-Foundatic 


The, Rights ot Man. By THOMAS 
Parse ® Written in detense of his fellow- 
man. A work almost without a peer in the 
world. Large type. Paper, 50 cenis; cloth, 
89. cents, e — 

Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BnANCHAED. 12mo. Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine, Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cente. « ` cee 

The Heathens of the Heath, By 
Wa. McDoNNELL, author of Exeter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
$1.50, | ] 
` Career of Réligious ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science. 
By Hupson TUTTLE. An able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world. 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents, 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M. 
BENNETT. Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjecta treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
YO cents; cloth, 1:00, i : 

The Humphrey-Bennett Discus- 
sion. A debate between Rev. G. H. Hum- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of ‘‘The Truth Seeker." 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 8. Is 
there & stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cleth (550 
pp.), $1.00. ; 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate.. 
Between Pror. O. A. BunGzss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian University at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Ont., commencing June 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke. Finsr Pucpo- 
SITION: ‘The Christian Religion, as set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin." Burgess in the affirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. SEgCoND 
Proposition: ‘‘The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin.” Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the nec- 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 8O cents, & 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Contrasted with its 
Superstructure. By W. R. GREG, au- 
thor of “ Enigmas of Life," “ Literary and 
Social Judgments,” etc. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the “ Fortnightly 
Review," says: ** Some twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our wos} 
2minent men of science asked, ‘ Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr, Greg's Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work.at all similar 
was that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg, coming later, had the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on all. 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned. canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally 1o 
so thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been 80 long before the'public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument—occupying € precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable,” 

One volume, crown octavo, with com- 
plete index. The London edition sold for 
$5. Price of American edition, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples De- 
bate. Between B. F. UnpsRwoop, o 
Boston, and the Rev. JonN MARPLES, O 
Toronto, Ont. Held. at Napanee, Onat., in 
July, 1876. Two propositions discussed: 
Frest: “That Atheism, Naturalism, and- 
Modern Skepticism are IJllogical and con- 
trary .o Reason.” Sxrconp: ‘‘The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond ail other books its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms;- Underwood de- 
nies, Reported in fu'l, and revised by the 
debaters, 111 pp. Paper, $5 cents; cloth, 
60 cents. 

Interrogatorics to Jehovah. By 
D. M. BENNETT. <A series of close questions 
upon a great variety of subjects, trom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creation 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, the 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embraced by the | 
Church. With a tull-length portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents, 

The Pro and Con of Sapernatu- 
ral X&cligion; or, An Answer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturaliy-Re- 
veaicd, lnfalibly-Inspired, and Miraculousiy- 
Aitested Religion in the World? By E. E. 
GUILD, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parts.. 
Paper, 80 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. : 

Truth Secker Leaflets, ot two pages 
eaca. @lbirty-two in nuver; Æ cents per 
doz:n; S cents for tbe set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $2.00 prr thousand. 

Adventures of Eider Triptolemus 
Tul. Comprises important aud stali.ug 
disclosures concerning hell, its magnitude, 
morals, employments, climate, eic. 6 By 
Rev. Gzornex Rogers. A rich, interesting 
little work, Paper, 13 cents, 
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ANDREW STONE, M.D., 


Physician for the Last Twenty-three . 
Years to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
glenic Institute, Founder of the 
New Magnetic College, and 
Author of ‘The New 
Gospel of Health," 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmona: 
Consumption, Asthma, Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 
Diphtheria, Catarrh, and all diseases of the air 
passages, by inhalation of his system of cold or 
cool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach trom being 

erverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 

een the practice of antiquated systems. 

By this WONDERFULLY PERFECTED sys- 
tem, patients are successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
outthe necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
. press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—based 
in the first place, upon a searching DIAGNOSIS 
of eash case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning’s urine (urinary Sanguinis). showing 


the condition of the blood, or psychometrie ex-|h 


amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 
both,as may be deemed essential, where per- 
sonal | presence is not had. 

FEES.—For the first month, $15, Including 


: f the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
Stantiy deputed in each case, bringing about 
wonderful visible effects, 

Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Urinology, iin Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 
gressive physicians that cannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred, 

The art of healing taught in this College com- 
bines the science of Animal and Vital Magnet- 
ism, Medicated juoctricity, Equalizing and Ad- 
justig the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 

using into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 

Bystem Vital Foree by Impartation and Indue- 
tion of Psychio Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers. 

The vitalizing magnetic power of healing by 
Bun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
of effete matter by cutaneous secretion. The 
doctrine taught at this College is emphatically 
to construct, to build up, to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength, 

Analysis and full report of case made for $5, 
]ndependent of any treatment. . Packages 
*ransmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 
Hon, and stamps for return answers must be 
inclosed in all cases, or no reply will be made. 


Address, ANDREW Stone, M. D., Con- 
sulting and UM e ec Bowery 
Piace, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y. 17 


CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Embracing those of the Blood and, Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leading 
broke PLAN POME aA Py nat piston of 
MEDICAL COMMON SENSE — neariv 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by Dk. E. B. FOOTE, 
of 120 Lexington Ave. New York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed, 
In its issue for January 19, 1878, Mr. -Bennett's 
TRUTH SEEKER thus speaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: " We know him (Dr, 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with ali the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives and 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medicai works possess the highest value, 
and nav been introduced and thorouely read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessohs which he 
Purchase ME E IN HOME TALE are ‘at 
ure r& Oo are a 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE, Pilos of the Pow Popular M 
. by mail, postage prepaid, only $1.50. Con- 
tenta table free. AGENT ANTED. - 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
129 Eaat 28th Btreet. New York. 


JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES,” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


— 


: FROM 


A SERIES OF LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 


D. M. BENNETT 


“WHILE IN PRISON IN 


SHOWING THE 


Injustice of his Mock Trial and 
the Meanness of his Perse- 
` cutors, with Reports of a 
Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
Europe and in 
this Country. 


ALSO GIVING A 
Succinct Account of the 
Thousands of Christian Perse- 
cutions that hav Taken Place in 
the Centuries Gone. 
which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
which is added some of 
MR. BENNETT’S 
LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 


PENITENTIARY, 


650 pp., L2mo, with steel plate engraving 
of the author. . Price, $1.60. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE; 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in| 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
"EU Containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 


This book contains the principal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the Pentateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 
phiets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incerrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic, inimitable in its style, and 
Alled with wit, satire, eloquence, aud pathos, 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50. i 

Small Busta, on- Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price$1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
Shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By BARONY, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: — . 


The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
l cal Gun. 


By Kerszy Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Joan T. PERRY's “ Bix- 


7g | Imperial or large size . . . . 40cente teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
hj to B20 Port E free. adress’ "TIN Photo = sard 81Z0 MN 20 * ‘and twenty-four errors are pointed 
SON £O0 Portland Maine tya Life-size Tp EY 21337  . a 50 out and thoroughly exposed. 


aweekin your own town. Terms and 
BOGs5 satie treo Address Hi HALLETT & 
CO., Portland. Maine. iy2i 


$12 A WEEK. $12 a day at home easily made. 
Outfit free, Address TRUE & CO.. Augusta, 
Maine. 1y21 


DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


"MEDICAL 600D SENSE 


; —AND— 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 


—EMBBACING— 
BEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 


OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound-price $2. It treats of the nature, causes, 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute an 
chronic diseases. It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s: xual relation- 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 betore 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, well.bound, mailed free. Contents table 
sent free for stamp. 


a8 Bpermatorrhæn, Beminal Weakness, Nerv- 
ous ebility , Impotency. E 
m 


Neuraigta, heumatism, Catarrh, Asthma, 
Bronchitis, Consumption, Dvsentery, Piles 
Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, ‘Genital 
Organs, and all diseases of women, Consulta- 
tion Free. Address _ T, R. KINGET, M. D.. 
Octas. 817 E. 14th Street, New York. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 


DR. FOOIHS HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year «nd for the AMERICAN ILLUSTRAT- 
-ED PRoNouNOING PookET DIOTIONARY, con- 
taining 30,000 words. 5 


ONE DOLLAR wil pay for DR. FOOTE’S 


HEALTH MONTHLY.. D SE 
f for & large center-table boo 
For ope rear end D ploto Works of Shakspere ! 
aul subserpere receive the Monthly and works 
ree of postage. I-88 ] 
AY HILL PUBLISHING CO., 
MURE 129 E. 28th st., New York city. 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
Days in Athens. 


Being the Translation of a Greek Mss, dis- 
an covered in Herculaneum. 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT 


Oontalning a copy of the hoad of Epicurus.. 
Price T6 cents, For salo Ws ENNETT, 


14 Elghth st. N, X, Olty. 


p. M, BENNETT. 
141 EIGHTH 8T., New YORE. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G. INGERSOLL, 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION, 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures.” 


QowTENTB.—'"T'he Gods," “Humboldt,” “Thos, 
Paine,” “Individuality,” " Heretics and Her- 
esies." Price, 50 cents. 


— 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures." 


CoNTENTS.—'' The Ghosts,” " Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Child," " Deelaration of Independ- 
ence.” "Farming in Illinois,’ "Speech at Cin. 
cinnati,” “The Past Rtses Before Me Like a 
Dream.” Price 50 cents. 

Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: . 

Imperial, or large 826... .« «.««». 40 conts, 

Photo, or card $26. ............ 20 cents. 

Life-size lithograph, 21X27....++ 50 cents, 


Postage paid. 
Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t., New York. 


Superstition in all Áges. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Errepigny and But in Ohampagne, France, 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who ia the literary editor of the 
Oincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isareview of Kersey Graves!" Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work. but to hay answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
Adel world against, Christianity and the Rible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry's 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. Tne most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his * Ecclesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by One, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
8elvo-, put condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This feature of the work is reaily 
laughable. It sbows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove wbat he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn '' state's evi- 
dence" against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest uuthorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr, Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dores illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, "A thunder-biast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a zrease spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the ab'est argu- 
ments both :0r orthodoxy and Infidelity. ‘the 
work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For saleby D. M. BENNETT, 


ASTROLOGY. 
Future Foretold. 


Mme. E. H. Bennett, so well known to the 
readers of Tus TRUTH SEEKER, and the Ameri- 
ean public generally, may be consulted on any 
affairs of lite. domestic and business. Oalls or 
letters from one dollar, and a fuil written 
horoscope, giving full diagnosis of character, 
report on health, and a complete resume of the 

ast, with correct report of all future events, 
From three to ten do. lars. Address, in all con- 


holly 2bjured religinus dogmas, and lett as his ce, MME. E. H, BENNETT. 73 South Wash- 
Wholly Roh Testament’ to Ais pariahion- | CCRC are Perth Bt) N Y. ad 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his i 


death. the above-named work, entitled " Oom- 
mon Sense.” 

This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: : 


Six Lectures on Astronomy. 


By ProF. RICHARD A. PEOOTOR. 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall. 
this city,in the winter of 1875-6,and were re. 
ported honographically expressly for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER by Miss M. 8. Gontcharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever de- 
livered by Professor Proetor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents, 


The titles of the Lectures are: 


of Reason” ia mere I, Growth of Worlds 
Voltaire’s “Philosophical Dictionary” is aj IT, Life and Death of Worlds. 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of | rif, Other Worlds than Ours. 


Other Suns than Ours. 
The Great Mysteries of the Universe. 
Religion and Astronomy, 


D. X, BENNETT, 141 Eighth st., N. Y, 


Iv. 


Y, 
vt 
Price, ti d BENNETT, 141 Elghth Bt; X. Y. 


BEHIND THE BARS, genera 


LUDLOW-STREET JAIL. | 


The Cruelties | È 


- LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


. For Sale at The Truth Seeker Office 


Thomas Paine, F. E, Abbot, 
: Vrothingham 
aine's Monument. Wendell Phillips, 
Voltaire, merson, 
Rousseau, Garrison, 
Humboldt. . Henry Bergh, 
oethe, Peter Cooper, 
Schiller, , R. Burt, 

, Com! B. P. Andrews, 
Heine. Walt Whitman, 
Alex. Pope, roude, 

Jobn Milton, Max Muller, 
oldsmith, Warren Ohase.] 
Shelley, Jas, Parton, 
Byron. Wm, Denton, 
Urns, Dr. Blade 
Washington, A.J. Davis, 
Franklin, ster, 
generan: $ .M. Peebles, ii 
ohn Adams, : rance rig 
J. Q. Adams, E. V. Wilson. 
ison, ] G. L. Henderson, 
Jackson, ` Prof. Fiske. 
Lincoln, Fred Douglas, 
Lincoln’s Monument, N. P. Banks, 
Gerrit Smith, P, V. Nasby, 
Henry 0. Wright. Beecher, 
J. B. Mill, Tilton, 
Sumner. Moulton, 
Edgar A. Poe, G, W. Curtis, 
Greeley, Th, Nast, 
Castellar, J. G. Bennett, 
Tennyson, Chas, A. Dana, 
Darwin Phoebe Carey, 
Tyndall, Alice Careg, 
H. Spencer, Elizabeth O. Btantoz , 
Huxley, usan B. Anthony. 
Proctor, uey Stone, 
Draper, Julia Ward Howe, 
radiaugh, Chas. Oheney, 
Holyoake, aulina Davis, 
Ingersoll. ary E, Davis, 
Underwood, Imma H, Britten 
Mendum, Lizzie Fowler, 
Seaver, rs. Sienker, 
L. Colby, usan H. Wixon. 
Dr. Hare - D. M. Bennett, 
Judge J. W. Edwards, W.8, Bell. 
izzie Doten. J. C, Bundy, 
Mrs, J. Conan 8. S. Jones. 


(full figure). 
Geo, Francis Train. Kersey Graves. 


and hundreds of others, including generals, 
statesmen, poets, actors, actresses, etc. nt 10 
cents each singly, or eleven for one dollar. 


KNOW THYSELF 


[THE untold miseries that re- 
sult from indiscretion in 
early life may he alleviated 
and cured, Those who doubt 
this assertionshould purchase 
the new medieni work nub- 
lished bv tho PE. BODY MED. 
YOAL INSTITUTE, Boren, 
salitied The Sctence of Life; 
or, Self Preservation. Ex. 


be without this valuable book. 

noble benefaetor." 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 

6 cents for postage. 
The author refers b 


permis:ion to JOS. 8. 
1. P. INGRAHAM. vice- 
E . GAUNT 


R. BOLCOM , M.D.: N. 
M. R. O'CONNELL, M.D.. faculty of ‘the Philn- 
deiphia University of Medicine and EE 
Philadelphia; alsa Hon. P. A. BI L, M.D., 
President of th» Nasional Medical Association. 
KER, No.4 Bulfinch street, 
Boston, Mass. Tne author 
Gases requiringskillandex- THYSELF 
THE 
BIBLE OF BIBLES: 
OR 
í i 
DIVINE REVELATIONS” 
CONTAINING 
TER OF THE 
Principal Personages of the 
Examination of their Doctrines. 
Author ot “The World’s Six- 
teen Crucified Saviors," and 


J. 
also the faculty of the American Universi y o 
SSELL, 
Address Dr. W. H HEAL 
may be consulted on all dis 
TWENTY-SEVEN 
ALSO A DELINEATION OF THE CHARAO. 
CHRISTIAN BIBLE, 
AND AN 
BY KERSEY GRAVES, 
“Biography of Satan,” 


The ground gone over by Mr. Graves 
in the course of this new work is simply as- 
tounding, and the literary labor performed is 
worthy of receiving the approximate re- 
ward of an extensive reading at the hands of 
the public. In the sixty-six chapters into 
which the book is divided, almost every quas- 
tion of interest which arises in the mind at the 
mention of the word BIBLE is considered in 
that straightforward style which hus made the 
volumes of Mr, Graves so extensively sought 
after. 


Cloth, large 12mo., 440 pp. Price, $2.00, 


postage free. 
D. M. BENNETT, 
1418 hat., New York, H 


Situation Wanted, 

A gentleman thoroughly conversant with the 
English. German, French, and Italian lan- 
guages, quick in figures, writing & good hand, 
desires a situation as general correspondent in 
some first-class honse. Best of references 

iven, and salary expectations moderate. Ade 

roas i PRIORE loveland. Ohio, 62 Water sta 
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rms of Thought. 


A HOUSE that has a library in it has a soul.— 
Plato. . 

Iam weary of life. Whatever path I take,I 
find it strewn with flints and thor Would 
that the time wera come when I might depart 
in search of a world far different from this, 
wherein I feel so unhappy.—Zetrarch. 


Tue doctrine of total depravity, as held by 
Calvin, legitimately nourishes a terrible mis- 
anthropy, Any one who holds this theory in 
vital consistency—that all men aro naturally 
utter haters of good, and lovers of evi), detest- 
ing God and detested by God—must become & 
virtual misanthrope, and desire to escape from 
the scene of such a demoniac race.—Alger. 


DzarH is better than life. Ah yes. to thousands 

Death plays upon a dulcimer, and sings 

That song of consolation. till the air 

Bings with it, and they cannot choose but fol- 

low 
Whither he leads, And not the old alone, 
But the young also hear it and are still. 
—Longfellow. 

AN artist should be fit for the bast society. and 

should keep out of it. Society has always a de- 

structive infiuencs on an artist; first, by its 

sympathy with his meanest powers; secondly. 

by its chilling want of understanding of his 

greatest; thirdly, by its vain occupation of his 

time and thoughts. Of course & painter of men 

must be among men; but it ought to be asa 

watcher, notas a companion.—Ruskin. . 


Bur pleasures are like poppies spread, 
You seize the flower, its bloom is shed; 
Or like the snowflakes in the river, 

A moment white, then melt forever; 

Or like the borealis race 

That flit ere you can point their place; 
Or like the rainbow's lovely form, 
Evanishing amid the storm.—Burns. 


Tr justice and goodness be not the same in 
God as in our ideas, then we mean nothing 
when we say God 1s necessarily just and good; 
and for the same reason it may as well be said 
that we know not what we mean when we affirm 
thathe is an intelligent and wise being; and 
there will be no foundation at all left on v hich 
wo can fix anything. Thus the moral attributes 
of God, however they bs acknowledged in words, 
yet, in reality, they are by these mon taken 
away, and, upon the same grounds, the natural 
attributes may also be denied.—Clarke. 


VULGAR natures almost invariabiy affect to 
look down on their superiors. They are Con- 
scious of the difference and interpret the differ- 
ence as their own advantage. The mechanical 
holders by tradition consider the prophetic 
holders masters by original insight, heretics 

. and inferiors. Dante was accused of impiety 
because he broke the basin in the Florentine 
Baptistry to save a child who had fallen into it, 
and was drowning ; the idolaters of the latter 
thought Lossing an Infidel, and the mummers 
ofa formula called Spinoza an Atheist.—Alger: 


Our hearts acquiesce in the dispensation 
which, instead of creating character in its per- 
fection, leaves it to be perfected by «ffect. We 
ean conceive no character in a created being 
worthy of affection which is not produced bya 
moral struggle; and, on the other hand, the 
greater the moral difficulties that hav been over- 
come, the more worthy of affection does the 
character seem. Try to conceive a being created 
morally perfect without effect; you will produce 
& picture of insipidity which no heart can love. 
—Goldwin Smith 


Iv is not my doctrine that men should reside 
in deserts, or sleep like owls in the hollow 
trunks of trees; but I am anxious to expel 
from their minds the excessive fear which they 
too frequently entertain of the opinion of the 
world. I would. as far as is consistent with 
their respective stations in life, render them 
independent, I wish them to break tie fetters 
of prejudice, to imbibe a just contempt for the 
vicas of society, and to seek occasionally a ra- 
tional solitude, where they may so far enlarge 
their sphere of thought and action as to beable 
to say, at least fora few hours each day, “We 
are free.”—Zimmerman. 


To BE Capable of a greataim, and of sustained 
efforts to realizə it, is to be one man taken out of 
ten thousand. They who havthis capacity will 
not be found hovering about saloons, half 
crushed in the rush to the midnight tables of 
vulgar fashion. They will be found rooted in 
solitude. For the sustenance of their spirits 
they revert from the frothy speeches of the plat- 
form, from the spawn of the press, to the al- 
coved treasures and the aristocratic comrady of 
the great minds of ali ages—the profound mas- 
ters in the salence of monopathr. Who would 
not rather be alone, and be eavabie of appreci- 
ating the dialogues of Plato, than be amidst the 
crew of a Mississippi flat-boat, dancing with. 
boisterous mirth to a negro melody.— W.R. Alger. 


IF the Christian asserts there is a God, he is 
bound to prové his existence, according to all 
rules of debate. I deny that He proves it him- 
self. I deny that there is any proof that the 
works called hís are God-made. Nature attests 
nothing save her own handiwork. The heavens 
deciare nothing save the powers and potencies 
of matter. If the fool says there is no God, all 
nature proves the fool right, and the wise priest 
will do well to heed the truth. Children and 
fools are proverbiaily truthful. Of course I 
agree that we really do not know anvthing 
about the origin of all things, though we do 
know about the origin of some torms and iden- 
tiiies. But matter being eternal, and worlds 
and all that in them are, being only matter in 
different shapes and under different combina. 

‘tions, we do not seek their origin, because they 

hav none, as a Whole. Only the different indi- 
vidual identities that form along all the ages 
are original; what they are formed of is eter- 
nal,—Afrs, E. D, Blenker, 


The Grut). Seeker, February 7, 1880. 


" States in Congress Assembled: 


‘To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 


1, The undersigned citizens of the United States respectfully but earnestly remonstrate and petition against any 
further legislation by your Honorable Bodies, in the form of postal laws or otherwise, which shall have the effect to 
abridge the freedom of the press and of speech, and the inviolability of the mails. f 

2. Your petitioners pray that the Postal Laws of the United States may be revised and limited to purely postal 
purposes and brought clearly within the Constitution, and that all attempts to establish a censorship and espionage 
over the mails based upon the sentiments and meaning of the matter mailed may be abandoned, and that all fines and 


imprisonments heretofore imposed under such laws may be repaid or relieved. 


3. Your Petitioners respectfully represent that their motive in signing this Petiton is not sympathy with nor x 
desire to further the evils against which those laws are ostensibiy directed, and which your Petitioners believe can be 
otherwise obviated, but from the conviction that those laws on the part of the general government are dangerous in . 
themselves, that they have been grievously abused, and that as precedents they plainly fall within warning of Presi- 


* 


dent Madison: — . f 


* ft is proper to take alarm at the first experiment on our liberties, We hold this prudent jealousy to be the first 
duty of citizens, and one of the noblest characteristics of the late Revolution. The free men of America did not 
delay until usurped power had strengthened itself by exercise and entangled the question in precedents. They saw 


all the consequences in the principle, and they avoided the consequences by dénying the principle. 


lesson too much soon to forget it.” 


o 


We revere this 


Your petitioners therefore earnestly submit that those laws should be repealed or limited to strictly postal 
purposes, and that the criminal or other objects of government sought to be attained by them should be attained by 


the ordinary course of governmental administration. 
And your petitioners will ever pray, etc., etc. 


Odds and Ends. 


PuTthe arm-chair in the attic, 
It has. earned a needed rest; 
For the pair it oft supported 
Now are married and goue West. . 


Smarr girl: * When I die I shall be singing | 
with the angels ;” (and after a thoughtful pause) 
"but I don't think I can sing much, for I don't 
know anything but a song or two in Pinafore,” 


A xouNG lady at a ball was asked by a lover of 
poetry whether she had seen '' Orabbe's Tales,’ 
bA H 9 ; Diseases with unprecedented success. The 
Why no,” she answered. " I didn't know crabs thousands of 
» ^" "Ti cures he if performing annually 
had tails.” “Ibex your pardon." he saíd."Ijgubetantiate this fact. He has at this moment 
mean hay you read ' Crabbe's Tales’? And I+ patients in every State of the Union and inthe 


g t : British Provinces. Every reader of this wbo 
y Zon Sir A Rd nona W that rod: erabe, has any affection of the "Head, Throat, Lungs, 


"u'sjopjs&qd pepyrenb Aye 
~j pus pojeonpe A[1eq[n o1 


9 8} SMOTIOT 'd ^H 10100(f 
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a P AA ha 
THE GREAT SPECIALIST, 


Treats all Private, Chronic, and Sexual 


: Heart, Stomach, Liver, Kidney , Bladder, Bow- 
* ANETTA” wants to know if there is " a heal. ! els. Womb, Genital Organs, Rheumatic or Neu- 
tralgic Difficulties, or Erupt 


tons of the Skin, 
Blood Impurities, Tumors, Oancers, or any 
ervous ections. or diseases of the Eye or 


ing eure, a tender balm for a love-stricken | 
heart?” Get seasick, Anetta; goto sea for a‘ 
week; and if the blue Atlantic serves you as it! „aro invited to write to Dr, Fellows, whose 
served us you will spread it on record that it is - system of practice is entirely original, omitting 
; iall Drugs and Mineral Medicines of both the 
just a little the balm balmedest balm you ever' Old and Newschools, hence reliable. The Doc- 
plastered on your love-stricken heart since you j tor'a Crowning medical achievement has been 
7 inthe discovery of an external or outside ap- 
i plication for the permanent cure of Bperma- 
torrhosa and Impotency as the result of self- 
| &buse in youth, sexual excess in maturer years, 
:&nd other causes, producing some of the fol- 
„lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
181ons (night emissions; by dreams), Dimness 
j of Bight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
‘Pimples on Face, Aversion to Nociety of Fe- 
males, Oontusion of [deas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, ete,, eto, rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, : 
Dr. Fellows has prescribed his external rem- 
edy tor 1,500 cases without a failure to cure ina 
single. case, and some of them were in &terri- 
bly shattered condition; had been in the In- 
fane asylums, many had Falling Sickness— 
Fits ; others upon the verge of Consumption ; 
while others again had become Foolish and 
hardly able to take care of themselves. For 
further information address, with two s-cent 
stamps, Vineland, New Jersey, where Doctor R. 
P. Fellows is permanently located, and obtain 
his private circular on "Spermatorrhaaa and 
its Oure," or, if afflicted with other complaints 
his large circular treating on the above-named 
chronic diseases, both containing sworn evi- 
dences, which is convincing and positive testi- 
mony to the Doctor’s great skill, In order that 
all ean avail themselves of his services he has 
placed his terms at a very reasonable figure. 


[From the Denver ( Col.) Rocky Mountain Herald, 
"Dr, Fellows is a successful specialist for al 
the diseases which he claims to cure, such as 
chronic and sexual complaints. His wonderful 
skill and success are bringing nim hundreds of 
Cases weekly by letter and otherwise from al! 

over the United States.” . : 
: om The Boston Investigator. 

* Dr, Fellows is a physician of superior edu- 
cation and extensive practice in private, chron: 
ic, and sexual diseases. We don’t see any need 
of priests for anything, but as & good Doctor is 
in our eyes, a benefactor of mankind. we would 
advise the reader if he has got any of the dis- 
eases mentioned, and doesn’t want to keep 
them, let him write to Dr. Fellows, and obtaiv 
health which is better than fortune. political 
office. or even religion, 


THE BIBLE OF MOHAMMED. 
(THE KORAN.) 


Translated by George Sale. 
Containing Notes, Preliminary Discourse, 


were old enough to write poetry. 


Sort as silk with golden hair, 
Bright as stars were her eyes of blue; 
Truly I loved my lady fair, : 
Truly my lady loved me, too. 
Did it break my heart when my love lay dead? 
Why, bless your soul, she didn't die. 
Time wrought a change as it onward sped; 
She loved another—so do I, 


Ir the young lady who wrote us those lines be- 
ginning, 
Iluvthetwinklin' litl etare, 
I luv the bluey sky; 
For I kno’ well there'll be mi home 
When I go up sky high, 


will send us her address, she will receive by re. 
turn mail two pounds of arsenic, with fall 
directions for taking. One “sweet singer of 
wishy-gush” is enough in the same century, 


We do not envy the man who can fall in the 
public streets and get up with a sweet smile on 
his angelic countenance, Ho is a hypocrite and 
a scoundrel from the top of his head to the sole 
of his boots, and when he reaches home and he 
doesn't ecold his wife and howl at bis children, 
it is because those unfortunate parties saw him 
coming and fled in dismay. Thunder and all 
of heaven’s artillery! show us the diabolical 
wretch. Let us clutch him. Giv us satisfaction 
in some shape. What is this world made for if 
& person can't hav the privilege of rebuking 
hypoerisy? Jupiter and Mars! By the way, 
Mariar, another pair of pants, if you please, 


THE patriot preacher plods along 
Through theological deeps, 

The while the deacon—bless his soul~ 
Bows down his head and sleeps. 


And when the preacher takes a rest 
From theological matter, 

The drowsy deacon rises up 
And passes round the platter, | 


And when the plate, well filled with “chink,” 
Comes to the pulpit's side, ` 
The preacher givs the well-known wink, and Index. 


oe 5. . 3 3 
b ve a it; i em slide, i jg mplete edition in fine Fnglish cloth pind: 

" HANNER, I decline deinvatashunto der Grant ! Íng. 630 large 12mo pages, at the very low 
insepshun at de Gault Tabern, from der fac’ price of $1. Address (D. M. BENNE Fork 
dat I mus’ lay in mo’ coal or freeze; an’ seck- S : 
umly,I nebber could w'ar'erswaller-tailed coat. 
T’se too fat. De tails 'd stick out like a skeered | 
mule's ear &n' de ladies ’d take me fo’ er gub- 
ment ossifer ob some sort orrudder. No, Han- 
ner. Send de keard back too Mistoo Grant wid 
my complements, an’ tell'im I ain't well, no- 
how; We'll wait an’ so to de suckus, honey, and 
get er top seat. Wat-er yer weepin’ "bout? 
'Cause can’t go, hae! Hanner, you can’t dance 
de round dance, an’ yer too full-breasted in de 
waistto go ter dat blow-out fo’ ornyment, No, 
madame! Pass de hash.” 


IPM E e CE EUM ET 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This in the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
Truth SEEKER., It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy Was but tbe to-be-looked-for ouicome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 

Price 10 cents, D. M. BENNETT, 

: " 14i Eighth Street, N Y. Clty. 


————— 


o 9 . 

Freethinkers' Badge Pin. 

The cut shows the design and : 
size of the badge, but not its . 
beauty. The whole badge is in- 
tended to signify symbolically 
that the " world moves,” and that 
'universal mental liberty" is 
being spread over the world by 
the" leaves of learning.” Badges , 
made ot neavy gold plate: price of single buiga, | 
package registered and postage paid, $1.25. 
Club of one dozen or more, ordered to one nd- 
dress, package registered and postage paid, 
$1.10 each. Remit by P.O. order. or registered 
letter. For fractional parts of a dollar, postage 
stamps of the denomination of one, three, and 
ten cents taken. Orders filled in the order of . 
their application. pad es to be had only from 


atentee. , OH ; 
tiop est Richfield, Summit Go. Ohio, 


Ww 

BALAMANOA, N. Y., Deo. 23, 1878. 
Miss CHUROSILL: I am much pleased with 
your "Freethinkere' Badge Pin.” Itis a splen- 
did design, and every Freethinker and member 
ofthe Liberal League should hav one and wear 
it"to be seen of men,” and women too, and 
thus‘ let their light shine." Send me one as 

soon as they are completed. H, L. GREEN, 


NEWBURYPORT, MAS8., May 19, 1879, 
My DEAR Mapam: Your idea of an extern 
and visible sign for the friends of mental lib- 
erty, to exhibit to one another on their persons, 
Seems to me very good. In union there is 
strength. In union there is also conscious 
strength, i.e, courage. A quiet, pretty badge, 
such as you propose, can certainly do no harm. 
Ishould like to wear one. But it must be pleas- 
ing ; for part of our mission is to promote 
beauty everywhere and in all things. To make 
the world beautiful, and the human life in it 
beautiful, are the vast results of liberty, We 
must do nothing ugly. think nothing ugly, feel 
nothing nely, wear nothing ugly. 
JAMES PARTON. 


Verytruly yours, 


LOVE AND TRANSITION ; 


AN EPIC AND ARGUMENT. 


190 Pages well bound. . * 5. $1.60, 
WOMAN'S WAY OUT: 
Thirty-five Essays on Dress .  . 10cente. 


PROGRESS vs. FASHION: 


Fall Essay on Dress,10 cts., post paid, from 
this office. 


. Third Annual Congress 


OF THE . 


National Liberal League 
HELD AT | 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 
September 13 and 14, 1879, 


Contains Speeches made and Letters read, 
also list of Liberal Leagues, Officers for 1879-80. 
Work of the Convention, Oonstitution of the 
League, Howto form Auxiliaries, Reports of 
Officers, etc. 

Price, 25 cents ; five for a dollar, : 

D. M. BENNETT, 
Nat Eighth Nt.. New York city. 


What Five Dollars 
Wil Do: 


It will pay for THE TRUTH SEEKER one year 
and a copy of either of the following great 
works: The World's Sages. Thinkers,and Re- 
formers, The Ohampions of the Church, Vis- 
count Amberley’s Analysis of Religious Belief, 
Thomas Paine’s Gréat Theological and Politi- 
eal Works in one large volume; or a copy of any 
two of the above works without Tza TauTH 
SESKER Postage paid on all. 


i PUBLISHED WEEKL 
Vol. 7. No. 7. ("BY D, M BENNETT 


4 New York, Saturday, February 14, 1880. eo 


ENCE HALL, 141 8th St., 
NEAR BROADWAY, 


| $3 per Year. 


Notes and Clippings. 


A Sr. Lovis Roman Catholic killed himself 
because his brother became a Presbyterian. 


AN eminent Baptist clergyman has been pre- 
sented by & brother clergyman with a. new set 
of teeth, and the event is chronicled in the Bap- 
tist papers. 


EIGHTY-THREE priests or other members of 
religious orders in France were sentenced at 
the bar of justice for various crimes and short- 
comings in the year 1879, 


| A LAWYER before Justice Fiammer cited aj 


legal authority in support of his motion to dis- 
charge a prisoner arrested for drunkenness 
that is not often quoted with such effect in our 
courts. He read from Prov. xxxi,7: “Let him 
drink and forget his poverty and remember 
his misery no more.” The prisoner was dis- 
charged. 


might-be made that would bring Oroshy’s Soei- | 


ety up, all standing.—N. Y. Truth. 


Mrs. Jones of Salt Lake City was much an- 
noyed that one ofthe Mormon bishops should 
advise her husband to marry two more wiver, 
Bo she followed the bishop along thestreet end 
smote him a number of times with a large 


Miss OLINOH knocked the Rev. Mr. Broadway | broom. She also made her mark with the broom 


off his. knees with aclubin a prayer-meeting at 
Brentford, Ont. She had become insane, and 
thought he had broken & promise to marry 
her. 


NorHiNa makes a woman so mad as to go to 
a Shoe store to buy a pair of cheap slippers for 
her husband, and hav a clerk try to sell her the 
identical pair she had just worked for a Ohrist- 
mas present for her minister. 


A wRITEBinthe Jersey City Evening Journal 
very reasonably asks if the Irish people need 


on the back of Jones, and persuaded him to 
change his mind as to his contemplated matri- 
monial complications. The two ladies who had 
expected to become the brides of Jones are dis- 
couraged and will now remain single. 


A STOCKHOLDER in the Jndex Association in- 
forms us that the connection of Mr. Abbot with 
the Index will end next July. The directors hav 
decided that they cannot longer afford to pay 
Mr. Abbot $3.000 a year for his editorial services 
and will place the paper in the hands of the 
Free Religious Association. A new editor will 


to be fed, or if not what is the object of collect- | pa procured. who will be under the general 


_ ing money for a people who gave, last year, 
$400,000 to the Pope as Peter’s pence? 


Ir was a temperance meeting. . 
increases in eloquence and noise, and he cried, 
" Yes, my friends, we'll lift our temperance 


{ 
| 


supervision of Wm. J. Potter and Felix Adler. 
What Mr. Abbot will de is not known, but he 


The speaker | informs his friends that he still proposes to 


"' battle for the truth.” 
Dan RxsorT started for church, at Freesville, 


vessel out of the mire and mud, onto hard, dry | Mthn., and on the way asked a neighbor, who 


ground, and then sail beautifully along." 


AN ambitious Texan having read somewher 
about the ''Pope's bull,” announces in one of 
the papers published in the interior of the 
state that he has a three-year-old brindie steer. 
blind in one eye, that he will match to whip any 
bull the Pope can produce. 


A MEETING of the State Committee of the 
National Greenback-Labor party is cailed to ba 
held in Syracuse on Tuesday, the 17th inst., and 
the chairmen of Greenback county committees 
an i clubs and the editors of Greenback papers 
throughout the state are invited to meet with 
them. 


A Pompous, fat Methodist parson, leading 
class, came across a lame sister. Thinking to 
comfort her about her infirmity, concerning 
which she was exceedingly sensitive, he said: 
* My sister, there’ll be no cripples in heaven.” 
“ And no purse-guis, either," she snapped out, 
winding up the remark with a hearty “ thank 
God!” 


Tue Presbyterians of Oleveland are warned 
by the Ministerial Union of that city concerning 
the alleged wickedness of buying and reading 
the Sunday papers. No action has been taken 
by the Union in regard to the papers whick are 
made on Sunday and issued and read on 
Monday. ` 


Mer. STANDING BEAR, the distinguished Indian, 
heard Joseph Cook lecture the other day. 
" Heap Smart man,” said Mr. Bear at the close 
of the lecture, "''Talkee, talkee, talkee. Big 
sound. Who wind him up?” “No,” said Mr, 
Cook, when he heard of it, " the Indian cannot 
be civilized. He’s an infernal brute, and I can 
prove it.” 


SAMUEL Wurreman said ‘‘ Amen” at the close 
of the family prayers, at Wayland, N. Y., rose 
from his knees and saw that Joha Selbeg, a 
hired boy, was sitting on abag of choice apples, 
This was contrary to orders, and Whiteman 
pounded the lad on the head with a stick, de- 
stroying his hearing. A suit for damages has 
resulted in a verdict of $1,600. 


‘Wuru the preacher Was speaking upon "the 
geventeenthly " part of his sermon in the 
Methodist-Episcopal church. at Fairfleld, Ia., 
on the 26th ult., A. J, Speers, a young man, 
stood up in the midst of the congregation and 
eut his throat, Whether the ''seventeenthly" 
or something else caused the rash act, & Fair- 
field jury is trying to determine. _ 


A sToRY is told of a darkey preacher in the 
South who took the text from Psalm lvii,, 8: 
“awake, psaltery and harp.” He read it, 
*'peaseltree and harp,” and expended his time 
and energy on the peaseltree, describing its 
size and flowers and fruit, and how it was eulti- 
vated and wes used solely to hang harps on. 
Unfortunately, he said, it could not be raised in 
this country. 


1 


was to preach, ‘‘Parson Newling,” was the 


e| reply, "I'd rather die than hear him," said 


Dan, and turned off toward a wood. He. was 
afterward found hanging lifeless to a tree. The 
beliet is that, as the clergyman was delivering a 
course of sermons on the dreadfulness of sin, 
and as Dan was an unregenerate sinner, an 
awakened conscience led to the suicide; but the 
scotfers hav a theory that death might reasona- 
bly be preferred to hearing one of Newling’s 
long discourses. 


Tae old man Allen who hanged himself on 
Monday morning in the Tombs, where he had 
been sent to await trial on the charge of stealing 
the overcoat of Rev. W.8. Wood, an ex-chaplain 
of Sing Sing prison, succeeded in putting that 
clergyman in a very unpleasant position by 
leaving a letter which contains these lines: 
"J. W, D. Wood is my prosecutor; he informs 
me that he is a preacher of the gospel and im- 
plores the Almighty to forgive him his many 
sins, but he would not forgive me one sin. If 
he had I would not be where I am now. I die 
that I may sin no more," The Bev. Mr. Wood 
was in the habit of repeating the Lord’s Prayer 
and preaching from the Sermon on the Mount. 
—Sun. 


A Boy and aman were charged a few weeks 
ago, in a police court near London, with assault- 
ing a clergyman while he was Officiating at the 
funeral of one of his former parishioners. On 
the day in question he found the churchyard 
full of people, some of whom threw turf at him, 
knocking off his hat. While engaged in fune- 
ral ceremonies on other occasions, he had been 
insulted by boys, and he alleged that one of the 
defendants threw stones at him. Several wit- 
nesses Were called for the defense, one of them 
a church warden, who said the rector on the 
day in question was so much under the influ- 
ence of drink that he had to be assisted in the 
performance of the service. 


PRoTRAOTED meetings in all tbe churches of 
Olney hav just closed. Strange to say, there 
was not & Single conversion or addition to any 
church in that city, notwithstanding the fact 
that Olney is famous for her fine church build- 
ings, her talented ministers, her fine school, 
and her intelligent and educated people. Just 
think of it! These ministers work hard for & 
whole month ix $500,000 worth of churches and 
—effect nothing. John M. Wilson, ex-mayor of 
that city,says of it: “ The general dissemina- 
tion of knowledge and intellectual develop- 
ment, & sequence o£ our free schools. has given 
a death blow to orthodox intolerance and 
stupid inconsistency.” 


Tug cap to the climax of the investigations 
touching the doings of the Rev. Mr. Cowley’s 
* Shepherd's Fold" was furnished on Wednes- 
day by Judge Fullerton’s retirement from his 
position as counselor for Mr. Cowley. The 
Soclety for the Prevention of Oruelty to Ohil- 


dren deserves the heartfelt gratitude of every 
father and mother in the country, and of the 
grand army of the little children. for unearth- 
ing and suppressing the infamies of this 
"Bhepherd's Fold,” a '' Fold" whose chief 
shepherd seems to hav been a first-class wolf. 
The stories of starvation, of beating, of menial 


Citations from the same volume 'service performed by the little ones, and of 


other and nameless abuses, are enough to keep 
Cowley’s name on the roll of infamy forever. 


Tue Rev. Dr. Pentecost said in a Detroit 
sermon: “Show me an Atheist and I will show 
you a corrupt man.” An Atheist retorts with 
the following challenge: " He and I will go to- 
gether through the jai!, the nouse of correction, 
the gambling hell. and the lowest resorts of the 
city, accompanied by three disinterested Obris- 
tian gentlemen as arbiters. For each Atheist 
(i.e. one who disbelleves or denies the exist- 
oneeof a God or supreme intelligent being, 
(see Webster's Unabridged) he finds among the 
persons in these places I will pay him $10. On 
the other hand, for each Ohristian i,e, ‘one who 
professes to believe or who is assumed to be- 
lieve in the religion of Jesus Ohrist,’ whom we 
find among these classes he shall pay me $1.00." 


GILBERT 8, BALDWIN, a bookseller of 170 Mad- 
ison street, Chicago, has been arrested by one 
R. W. MeApee. Anthony Comstock’s local spy, 
for selling  Cupid's Yokes.” He sold the book 
On the strength of Attorney-General Deven’s 
letter to Elizur Wright in which he says that 
he does not confound the book "with those 
obscene publications the effect of which is to 
excite the imagination and inflame the pas- 
sions,” Mr. Baldwin was taken before Com- 
missioner Hayne and bound over to the 12th. 
Mr. Baldwinin a letterto the Chicago Tribune 
says he showed the book to the assistant post- 
master, who declared it mailable. But Comstock 
seems to hav a perfect disregard for everybody's 
opinicn but his own, and having got Benedict 
to rule it obscene, and having convicted two 
persons on it, it will probably go hard with Mr. 
Baldwin. If the case istried on its merits there 
will be no difficulty. We hope there is more 
justice in Ohicago than in New York. 


AN informal meeting of the House Committee 
on Post-offices and Post-roads was held on the 
6th. there not being a quorum present. How- 
ever,it was agreedto allow the champion key- 
hole scrutinizer and procurer of false testimu- 
ny, Anthony Comstock, to procsed with his lH- 
tle statement of what he had dou: nnd what be 
was going to do, and to express uis opinion of 
the best method to stamp out tbis great evil of 
protecting the privacy of tho mail, He also 
thought the mails should be deburredto news- 
papers publishing lottery advertisements. He 
remarked that he had refused to receie any 
support from the Government for services ren- 
dered as special post-office agent. deriving his 
support from the Society for the Prevention of 
Vice in New York, Gen. Singleton, of Illinois, 
waa hot present at this meeting, nor will he be 
at any one before which the sneak Comstock. 
for whom he entertains a hearty and profound 
contempt, appears, He vigorously opposed the 
project of allowing him to address the commit- 
tee, and Says that he declines to hear any com- 
mon informer there or anywhere else.— Wash- 
ington Post, 


TH Leadville Herald is responsible for the 
following: ‘The other Sunday, down at Visalia. 
the theological narcotizer at the church had 
just triumphantly refuted Bob Ingersoll's doc- 
trines. and had aiso congratulated his devout 
congregation that, although there was indeeda 
hell for sinners, thanks to his exertions, they 
were forever safe from the fire to come, when 
an irreligious man stuck his head into the door 
in time to catch the closing words. ‘Do you 
state that for a fact? "Of course I do,’ said the 
minister, much annoyed. ‘Well. it’s all right. 
I thought I'd just drift in and mention that 
there isa big fire in the Sunday-school room 
underneath ; but if you're all fire-proof in here, 
why, of course, it doesn’t matter.’ There were 
only two legs and:an arm broken by the congre- 
gationsin scrambling out over the pews; and 
when the minister—who had dislocated his col- 
lar-bone by jumping from a rear window—came 
to realizə that the fire referred to was confined 
to the basement stove, he felt convinced that. 
judging by his own feelings, it would require at 
least one hundred consecutive Sundays to jerk 
his flock up to their normal religious status on 
the profanity question," 


Events of the Week. 


A BILL is before the House to establish a 
branch mint in this city. 


A comet has been discovered near tho sun by 
a Bouth Amer!can astronomer, 


TEREE desperadoes were lynched for murder 
at Lis Vegas, N. M., on the 8th. 


THE Russian governmeni is about to start a 
journal to combat the Nihilists. 


By a recent railway accldent in Paris twenty- 
two persons were kiiled and 116 wounded. 


Tur religious fanatics of Wheeling, W, Va., 
are trying to suppress Sunday newspapers. 


THE body of a young lady was cremated in 
the crematory at Washington, Pa., on the 7:b. 


THE stove-makers of Pottstown, Pa., “hav ` 
secured an increase of wages by a successful 
strike. 


Eienty Afghans hav been executed by iho 
oe at Oabul for participating in the recent 
revolt. 


A MERCHANT of Newark, N. J,, recently com- 
mitted suicide by blowing his head olf witha 
cannon. 


A FAMILY of nine persons were burnt to death 
in their cabin near Columbia, South Oarollua, 
on the 3d. 


A six-svory factory on Twenty-third strant. 
this city, was destroyed by fire a few nighta ugo. 
Lose. $50,000, 


THEBREE colored and two tvhite culorits wore 
whipped at the whipping-post at Newcastle, 
Del., last week. 


A DRUNKEN father in Dayton, Ohio, recently 
killed his child by dashing itto the floor aud 
kicking its brains out. 


CHILI, in addition to her war with Peru and 
Bolivia, is now threatened with an attack in the 
rear by the Argentine Oonfederation. 


Tz city hall at Albany. N, Y., was destroyed 
by fire on the morning of the 10th. Two tre- 
men were killed by the falling of the tome. 
Loss, $100,000. 


Tur Legislature of Iowa has adopted a reso- 
lution for submiting a constitutional amend- 
ment to the people making women eligible to 
the Legislature. 


Tas Philippine Islands were recently visited 
by a terrible hurricane. Thirty-five vessels 
were wrecked, including four foreign frigaten. 
Forty-six persons were drowned. 


TRE Irish in most of the large cities of this 
country hav decided to postpone their Patrick's 
Day celebration until next year and devote the 
money thus saved to the relief of their starving 
countrymen in the old country. 


THE famine in Ireland is assuming frighttul 
proportions. Many subscriptions are being 
taken up in this country and. England for the 
relief of the sufferers, and money and food are 
being forwarded every day. 


On the 4th of January a disastrous volcanic 
eruption took place in the island of Domintes, 
West Indies. Parts of the island were deluged 
with ashes and sulphur, a river's course was 
changed, and many estates were fiooded. 


A COUPLE of clergymen lately undertook to 
expose Masonry in & Boston church, The ex- 
hibition was so indecent and disgusting that 
the ladies-left in a body, and the two specula- 
tive reverends were hooted out of the church 
by the spectators. 


DuniNG a celebration in Constantinople, a 
few days ago, & barrack in which were several 
hundred soldiers suddenly collapsed and fali 
to the ground. Two hundred soldiers were 
killed and three hundred wounded. The build- 
ing was three stories high. 


THE storm of the 7th inst. was more disas- 
trous than at first reported. Slx vessels were 
driven ashore and wrecked on the New Jersey 
coast, and many lives were lost. One vessel 
went down in sight of shore and not asoul was 
saved. The sea broke over the bluff at Long 
Branch, and roofs were stripped from hotels 
and cottages. The damage done to piers, 
hotels, and bathing-houses at Coney Isiand will 
amount to one hundred thousand dollars, 
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Scientific. 
— mannaaa arrearen aa anaana 
The Origin of Man. 
BY PROF. WM. DENTON. 


The universe is a universe of life. Wherever the explo- 
ration of discovery or of science reaches, whether it bein the 
deep mine, or in the ocean depths, or even iu the wide air, 
we find, not emptiness and death, but & teeming world of 
life; life in endless varieties of form ; life within life ; life, 
from the animalcule, and the lowest, minutest forms, to 
man, the eum and brain of existence. The natural question 
arises in every thinking mind, How came all this world of 
life and motion ? How came J into being ? 

The answer must be cne of two things, It was either by 
the operation of miracle, or it was by the operation of law. 
There is nothing in all the realm of geology, nothing in the 
majestic revelations of astronomy, so emphatically, so 
clearly and unmistakably enforced, a3 the evidence that all 
thiugs proceed under inflexiblé law: Our planet was 
rounded by the law of gravitation, By the law of cohesion 
the particles of matter are held together ; while the law of 
crystallization giva them perfecily geometric and beautiful 
forms. We find ourselves on a plauet that has been 
developed into its exisilag state, with all its world of 
variety in forms of life and natural scenery, under 
the operations of law; all by natural causes. We do not 
dream of finding evidences of any intervention of miracle 
in these operations. The globe spins forever on its axis, as 
it goes whirling around the sun, bringing summer and win- 
ter, seed-time and harvest; the sky is lighted at dawn and at 
sunset with the perfected glories of color, on a mighty scale, 
now, as in the ages past ; the woods wave, the fields grow 
green, the Waves dash against their rocky shores, genera- 
tions of men and other creatures come and go, and ever the 
old world is being pulled down, and the improving new 
world built up; the acorn becomes the Oak; and out of the 
same law, and the same process of unfolding and progres- 
sion, is developed a Lyell, to show us the meaning of the 
earth’s rocky ribs and containing crust, or a Humboldt, to 
show us the law of all things. 

It wasn't long ago that our teachers taught us that the 
crashing thunder was the voice of an angry God, that the 
lightning was the flashing of his indignant éyes, that the 
destroying tornado was his wrathful breath, that the earth- 
quake, which overthrows cities and swallows up their in- 
habitants, was a mode by which he visited punishment upon 
sinners. We hav learned better since that time. Now we 
recognize in the thunder and the lightnihg the beneficent 
action of a mighty and universal force, that clears and 
purifles the air we breathe and liv in; we see in thetornado 
the unfailing action of nature’s law to maintain the aorial 
equilibrium ; we recognize in the earthquake one part of 
the action of that mighty process of cooling and contraction 
which is still going on. Its thickening rocky crust oppos- 
ing to the interior molten mass such bounds as the fire, act- 
ing always under law, must here and there burst through. 

Everywhere we find law—law and its manifestations ; 
nowhere do we find miracle. Ia slowly rising to this plane 
cf perception, the teach.ra hav not failed to set aside cer- 
tain subjects, and reserve them especially for the domain of 
miracle, if other things had to be given up. But one by 
one these special reservations of theology hav been con- 
quered and reclaimed. Miracle only reigns where ignorance 
prevails; it ends where knowledge begins, 

Law must hav presided over the development of life, just 
agit clearly has presided over all that preceded that devel- 
opment. If I am told that behind all this impressive uni- 
versal manifestation of law there is an intelligent ruling 
spirit, 1 recognize the truth of the assertion. Evidently 
there is euch a universal and beneficent ruling spirit. But 
it rules by law, and therefore makes no mistakes—never has 
to mend things. . 

Thus was our world, thus was the universg of worlds, 
made; thus does everything move, from an inghite past to 
an infinite future. : 

I believe there is a law of vitality by which the first forms 
of organic azimal life came into existence without the 
ageucy of the preceding egg. Nay, that originating law of * 
vitality holds even below the realm of the animal kingdom; 
it shows itself in the geometrically perfect and beautiful 
forms of crystals.and minerals, Take the beautiful clay- 
stones of the Connecticut valley—below the water-line I 
hav found them—growing in the very perfection of geomet- 
rical proportion and beautiful forms, unseen and unknown 
down in beds of mud. The principle of life inheres even in 
these lowly things, the particles aggregate, and life is devel- 
oped. When we go below these forms, to the atoms, we 
flad the microscope of no use; but why should we believe 
that law governs one realm and not the other? Puta hand- | 
ful of hay in water, let it soak there three or four days, and 
you find tae water begins to be tinged with green, and an 
inspection reveals that it is fairly swarming with life—ani- 
mal or vegetable life, or both. Whence comes this life? 
Some scientists tell us tbe whole air is full of almost infin- 
itely small life-germs, and that these are developed in the ! 
hay-water by the necessary conditions—warmth and moist- | 
ure, Possibly. Bu! how much heat will these micrcscopic 


chemical, unorganized conditions. And men are now dis- 
cussing the question whether life originates in such germs 
or not. But there is a law of vitality, by which, uuder 
proper conditions of heat and moisture, living beings come 
into life. This was the case in the ancient seas—before man 
was. In those inconceivably remote times there were 
countless millions of organic forms brought into being 
under that law. Hence I do not believe Darwin is right in 
saying that life started on this planet by its being breathed 
into some original lower form. Against that idca he even 
contends himself. A miracle is still a miracle, whether it 
be wrought upon a trilobite, a human being, or an angel. 
Life divine exists in every atom of the universe, 1 
divine spirit is a part of us and of all creation; he is in the 
lower as in the higher form, and a part of it; and hence he 
cannot stand out of it and breathe into it its life; he is 
always in it and ready to start life as soon as the lawful and 
orderly conditions permit. 

But if Darwin is wrong on that point, he is right on other 
and important points, Heis right in ascribing the origin of 
our lives to ancient and early forms. There is, from the 
first, a law of variation, by which the progeny of creatures 
will deviate, in some respects, from the original stock as 
soon as such creatures begin to propagate. The boy, who 
80 wonderfully resembles his father, is found to be not like 
his father, after all; he differs in important respects. The 
girl docs not exactly resemble her motber; there is a point 
of departure manifest ; peculiarities arise which .are not 
accounted for. In western Massachusetts lived Seth Wright, 
an owner of sheep. He found one of his sheep, from some 
unseen cause, to hav shorter legs than the rest. It was 
found that when the flock were on the run, this one sheep 
couldn't follow the rest in jumping over a stone wall. 
“ Here," said Wright, ‘‘is a kind of sheep worth having; 
I'll see if I ean’t raise that kind." He went to work at 
breeding from that sheep, and by saving out its lambs and 
preserving their inherited mark, he soon had flocks of short- 
legged sheep. They couldn't jump over any stone wall. 
Except for the Merino wool, which about that time began 
to be brought to the American market, these short-legged 
sheep would bethe rule to-day. This principle of selection 
and heredity is at the bottom of the origin of species. 

Go lower, and you find it vindicated in the endless 
variety of seaweeds, some changing into such forms that 
natural history students hav regarded them as actually 
belonging to different genera. It is sc of sponges; so of 
calcareous growths. .The tall man has an ancestry and 
brotherhood of tall men. The Syrian nose of the Jew is 
on the monuments of Egypt, carved 8,000 years ago. 
Wherever a variety makes its appearance, it is transmitted. 
Animals will deviate until new varieties are followed by 
new species and new-genera, 

“ Ah, but," you say, “‘ they don't go so far as that! They 
come round again to the original type.” 

. But do they ? Does geology, does geography, confirm 
your assertion ? : 

Go to the Galapagos Islands, in the Pacific, seven hun- 
dred miles off the Ecuador coast of South America, and 
you find peculiar birds, such as exist nowhere else; 
peculiar in structure, But, ss Darwin says, they are still 
South American birds. Why ? if they sre of a different 
species ? Because they are comparatively near Bonth 
America. So of the animals of New Guinea—they are like 
the animals of Australia becase the island is near Australia; 
so of the Cape de Verdes—even their original stock was 
African. It is certain these existing types are of that char- 
acter, but they were bred apart until new species arose, 
That principle is world-wide. Then comes the law of modi- 
fication, I have seen in Virginia a cherry tree one hundred 
and fifty feet high; yet the same kind of tree away up 
north, on the Great Slave Like, only attains a hight of ten 
feet. Other trees illustrate the same law, as I have seen in 
noting the same kinds in the South and in Wyoming, 
There are on the slopes of the Racky Mountains fine timber 
trees, as thick as a man’s body, but only six feet high. In 
elevated South American mining regions, ten thousand feet 
up, the men have the largest chests of any race. Why? 
Because there is more work for the lungs to do, and bigger 
lungs to do it, owing to the thin air, which compels more 
breathing. And this mark of big chests is an inherited 
quality: Among these South American miners there came 
an Englishman, who, struck by the abundance of wild 
hares, bethought him of sending to England for a pick of 
hounds to hunt the hares. He obtained the hounds and 
started them after the hares ; but lo! the hounds, after run- 
ning about a mile, lay down, panting. They couldn't run ; 
the air was too rare for them, But the man found that, by 
breeding, theit descendants could chase the hares all day! 
Their lungs were developed under this modifying law I 
speak of. 

And the same law accounts for the eyeless fish of the 
Mammoth Cave. 

But, says the miracle advocate, those eyeless fish are fitted 
to their habitation ; it is just what we raight expect ; God 
made them 80, 

But stop a moment. Let usexamine. Take a knife, cut 
away the place where ey«8 should be, remove the outer cov. 
ering. and what do we find ? Lol a little eye! A rudiment- 
ary-looking eye—or rather what wag Once an eye in the far 
back ancestry of this flsh—and aa optic nerve! Now, if 


The | 
by Darwin, 
almost infinite numbers; the carp produces nine millions of 
that kind of fish at a single birth. Only the strongest or 
the best equipped survive. 
battle of life is ruthlessly crowded to the wall. 
lion without claws, 


infinite and beneficient Spirit. 
hav produced the intellect of man. But the process is 
always governed by natural law. 
realm of things. 
account for what we see; scientists recognize no other law. 


and man. 
lowest Australian and the monkey than there is between the 
same Australian and a Darwin or a Humboldt, 


lives endure? Let us get the water boiling. They are siill| these fish were made by miracle, why that eye, or any need 
as lively as ever. "Try a hotter degree still; hermetically | of that optic nerve at all ? 

seal the neck of the flask and subject it toa heat of five| think it was made by modification. These fish were in 
hundred degrees—as -has actually been done. If any ofjan ancient river. The geological changes which produced 
tueze alleged life-germs from the air are there, we cannot! the cave itself led the river, by gravitation, to flow into it. 
conceive of such lile surviving that tremendous degr«e of | Generations of tish born in darkuess, and finding eyes uge- 
heat. But even then and there, after that test, we hav still | lese, were not very long in fludi»g themselves no longer 


found life, Even with no hay, or other vegetable orzaniza-!possessed of eyes. Tie up your rigbt arm, leave it for a 


tion, we hav still found life to exist at that degree of heat, | sufficient time without exercise, and it will be useless. 


and that, too, after having been developed out of merely ' There are lots of people who, from want of the proper ex- 


ercise of a certain organ, go about with empty, rattling 
skulls. In the case of that fish, generation after generation 
came with steadily diminishing eyes, till finally no eyes were 
left, for lack of any use ior eyes. 
cave show the working of the same law. Whence came the 
red cabbage and the cauliflower, loved of our German 
friends? Lyell says they came from a bitter plant obtained 
from the sea. 
rest ; and it was done by virtue of the law of modification. 
But inherently there was a principle in that bitter sea-plant 


Other creatures in the 


Cultivation—changed conditions—did the 


that was capable of this fine development, and only awaited 


the requisite conditions. 


Then comés the broad, natural law of selection mentioned 
arious creatures reproduce themselves in 


Whatever is unfitted for the 
Suppose s 
Nature says, Away with you! I've no 
place for apy such lion. Turn loose every dog in the world; 


how long would the lapdogs survive? Take rhe red grouse 
of Scotland; it feeds among red heather. 
vision by God's action—saves the grouse from falcons and 
eagles. “What a beautiful provision!" exclaims the miracle- 
believer. 


Wonderful pro- 


But hold.. Do not the hawks and eagles also 
need a breakfast? And suppose one grouse had been born 


white—as some were—his progeny would all fall a prey to 
foes, and all the living grouse would be red. 


God’s providence isa general providence; it watches over 


the whole universe; and all things, plants and animals, are 
suited to their own conditions. . 


* Do you believe, then, that blind law made this won- 


drous mechaniam of the seeing eye, the hearing ear?" 


No, it is not a blind force; it is the manifestation of an 
Nothing but intellect could 


Investigate the wide 
Nothing else makes its appearance to 


Two men were discusssing how a baby grows, One said 


it was done by " a fairy," who gets inside tho sleeping child 
and stretches its limbs and makes them grow. The other 
said, '* No, it was by sucking, by sleep, by exercise." . And 
so say Í. 
story, I shake my head. Wesee the work of law and order 
in all the development of man. 
governed by the highest intelligence. 
of the infinite spirit; but it is the operation of law. 
only act through law; it is a part of himself. 
80 in everything from this world’s fiery birth to the develop- 
ment we findto-day. Its most significant feature is the law 
of metamorphosis. 
their history; all come from an egg. In that germinal state 
man and the mosquito are alike. The queénly moth devel- 
ops from the blind silkworm, the frcg from the wiggling 
tadpole, and, using his newly developed legs and discarding 
his tail, he takes his first mouthful of fresh air in a newer 
and better world—a gentleman frog. If there had been no 
fish there would hav been no frog. So of man; he is no 
exception to the rule. 
mosquito; there was a time when he was a fish; there was 
a time when he was a reptile; a time when he was a young 
bird, and then a mammal, 
forms similar to the forms he went through as a ícetus. 


When you tell me the fairy story, the miracle 
It is not a blind force; it is 
I see the operations 


He can 
He has done 


All animals are alike at one period of 


There was a time when he was & 


He has gone through a series of 


The miracle-believer turns up his nose at this. But that 


very man once had gills like a codfish. 


Why do we hav a'pulsating heart, with all this system so 


fearfully and wonderfully made? If there had never been 
a fish, there had never been a reptile; never a reptile, never 
a bird or mammal—never a man. Through tens of millions 
of years, on the ladder of life, hav we ascended to the mag- 
nificent position we occupv today. You laugh at this ? 
Then you are given to love a life, and much good may i 
do you. 


The more we examine into nature’s wondrous laws and 


works, the stronger becomes the proof of the doctrine I here 
lay down. i 


Iam answered, there is a great “gap” between the ape 
Bat there is actually less difference between the 


It is further said that forms are so linked and blended 
that in some cases we cannot tell whether they are animal 
or vegetable; the protozoa and the mollusca; the fish and 
the amphibia; gills and lungs. Between reptiles and birds 
there is a wide gap, but it is rapidly filling up. There are 
fossi] reptiles that are half reptile, half bird. The platypus, 
or ornithorhyncus, of Australia, is a sort of musk-rat with 
the bill of a duck and claws like a cnt's; and it rears its 
young from eggs. Go on to the apes and the gorillas; they 
seem to be lifting up their hands to the lowest man. 


There is another significant '' pointer” to the work of the 
law of modification in its relation to our common origin; it 
js the redundant, or so-calied rudimentary, organs of vari- 
ous animals. The cow has no front teeth in her upper jaw, 
but chews by moving her jaws sideways. But her unborn 
calf bas those front teeth—only they are never cut through. 
li the cow was made to giv us milk, why are these teeth not 
cut through. What do I thiok?~ I think the original 
varistion was by a cow who found she could chew by this 
Jatera] motion of her jaws, and that this practice was trans- 
mitted, till floally, in later generations, such teeth being 
unused, only the rudiments of these teeth were produced, 
So of people in our country. They are losing their teeth 
for «ant of use—eating too mucho soft food. T'he unborn 
calf, having the missing teeth, is in the condition of his 
ancestors. & 

Some people can move their ears, Gorillas can move 
their scalps, and frighten other creatures by doing it, The 
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. skeleton of man has a tail. It points—points away back to 7 : 1 l 
ix Thomas Paine. 


ancestral traits millions of years ago, 

I listen, at this point, to the answer from those who 

oppose this theory, What is that answer? I find it gener- 

ally ridicule, ''Bo-o-0h ! we hav a monkey for our grand- 
father, and an oyster for our grandmother.” 

Well, my friend, what do you believe ? 

“I believe the first human being was made from dust,” 

“I believe God made it by a special act,” , 

Ifyou believe God comes down here and works like a 

. mechanic, I do not, I believe he works far away, through 

the infinity of forms. If you believe in an instant, com- 

plete creation of man, what becomes of the million other 

forms, in all time ? Where are they, and what were they 

. for? Every geological era has its own teeming life-forms. 


Does any man believe an infinite being comes to earth to 
create and keep up forms?” : 


But some say, and even Agassiz: ''What a degrading 
theory.! what a degrading idea! to believe we came from 
such low types of life! If I believed it, I would never tell 


character he advised him to quit his native country and try 
his fortunes in America. In two months Paine is in 
Philadelphia. The storm of the Revolution has broken 
forth in its fury. The black pall of war covers the land, 
the flashes of artillery light up the héavens, and the thun- 
derings of the conflict shake the earth. In the dread lull 
after those battles, at the close of the year 1775, we see 
Washington, John Adams, Benjamin Rush, and Franklin 
considering the awful news they hav received. An oppres- 
sive silence reigns. "They stand on the shores of the Rubi- 
con. Then Thomas Paine arrives. He comes as if sent by 
heaven. With thrilling voice he cries, ‘These colonies of 
America must be independent of England; that is the only 
solution of the question!" It is electric!  Treasonable 
words against the mother country! Political heresy ! 
Pleading for our manhood, for self-government, for the 
natural nobility of a liberty-loving people ; and then you 
see his compatriots, each a few moments ago blanched with 
fear at his awful suggestion, cateh his invincible spirit. 
They.go forth nerved to battle, nerved for the crisis, 


. Celebrations in Honor of the Author-Hero's 
Birthday. 


HOW IT WAS KEPT IN CINCINNATI. 


On the night of the 29th ult., Robinson's Opera House was 
comfortably filled with a-large and intelligent audience, 
fully half of which was composed of ladies. The occasion 
was the celebration; under the auspices of the Auxiliary 
Liberal League of Cincinnati, of the 143d anniversary of 
the birth of Thomas Paine. The house was decorated with 
flags, the stage was carpeted, and everything was in the best 
of order. The programme of exercises was a8 follows : 


Overture—" Morning, Noon, and Night"............. esse Buppe. 
' Currier's Orchestra. 
Leecture—'" Life and Services of Thomas Paine." 
Reuben Dailey, Esq,, Editor Jeffersonville (Ind.) Daily News. 
Soprano Solo—Aria from “Figaro”....... se. Mozart, 


of it! I believe man was originally created in the image of | Miss Minnie Fleissner. Piano accompaniment by Mr. Otto | Strengthened for that deadly contest which must ensue, go 

God as the Bible says.” i * Fleissner. determined to conquer or die. 

. Yes, let us see that primal pair in the garden. Whata ies Enos Masters Johnny wad bec RB UU Verd.| The tribute of his greatest enemy was, ‘‘ The cannon .of 

noble, god-like brow the old man has! What a majestic | Medley—" How DoHghttull ............-..«-- d EES d Catlin, | Washington were not more formidable to the British than 
* person! ‘What a man! And the woman—what a lovely Currier's Orehestra, the pen of the author of ‘Common Sense.’” Mr. Paine 

creature! “The rose blushes in her cheek, The star of | OVerture—" Ohante de Poete". TIAE MTS Hermann. į held several positions during the Revolutionary war, and 

evening is not more lustrous than her eye. The odor of Currier’ Orchestra. 


was ever found where he could do the most good for the 
cause. He went with Colonel Laurens to France to obtain a 
government loan of £1,000,000 annually during the war, and 
was eminently successful. He suggested and sided in the 
raising of a camp of 10,000 soldiers, formed of volunteers 
from New Jersey, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, During an 
emergency he subscribed $500, all the money he had, for the 
support of the soldiers, and in every way writing, suggest- 
ing, and planning for the success of American independence. 
At the conclusion of the war Pennsylvania donated to him 
£500, and New York gave him the confiscated estate of 
Frederick Devoe, situated at New Rochelle, N. Y., consiat- 
ing of three hundred acres of land under a high state of 
cultivation. He went to England in 1787 ; but in 1788 the 
situation in France became exceedingly interesting, aud 
attracted the attention of all Europe. Paine’s fame had 
preceded him. Seeing that the downfall of Bourbonism 
was at hand, he went to the realm of Louis XVI. to be a 
participator in that event, and gave the weight of his influ- 
ence in the further establishment of the rights of humanity 
as against tyranny. 

In March, 1791, he published the first part of his "! Rights 
of Man,” an able and conclusive reply to the reflections of 
Edmund Burke upon the French Revolution. Mr, Paine 
was in London in the year 1791, preparing the Second part 
of his “ Rights of Man,” and having got hold of the name 
of the printer, the authorities employed this printer to puc- 
chase the copyright of Paine. At first the royal briber 
offered a hundred guineas, then five hundred, and at last a 
thousand ; but honest, patriotic Thomas Paine said: ‘‘ No! 
that he would never put it into the power of any printer or 
publisher to suppress or alter his work." Here negotiations 
ended. 

While in England, in 1792, a French deputation an- 
nounced to Mr. Paine that he had been elected to represent 
the Department of Calais in the National Convention of 
France. At Dover, whither he repaired to embark for 
France, the treatment of the minions of British despotism 
was disgraceful iu the extreme. During his stay in Calais, 
before leaving for Paris, there was a continued ovation 
offered to him by the citizens of that city. 

Such was the enthusiasm of the French people for Paine 
that he was also elected Deputy for Abbeville, Beauvais, and 
Versailles ; but the people of Calais having first expressed 
their preference, he felt it a duty to remain as their repre- 
sentative. i 

Paine was released from a French prison November 4, 
1794, after eleven months of imprisonment, and was kindly 
invited to the house of Monroe, where he spent eighteen 
months of his time. 

He returned to America in 1806, in the seventieth year of 
his age. 

After his release from prison he wrote the second part of 
the “ Age of Reason,” and several other works in the inter- 
est of popular government. Mr, Paine was active in the 
formation of a society: called the ''Fheophilanthropiste," 
which appears to hav been a cross betweem a church and a 
society formed for the advancement of morals. . 
` Mr. Paine’s motto was the best religion that could be 
furnished to man: '* The world is my country; to do good, 
my religion. I believe in one God and no more, and I 
hope for happiness beyond this life. I believe in the 
equality of man. I believe that religious duties consist in 
doing justice, loving mercy, and endeavoring to make our 
fellow-creatures happy.” 

His death took place at New Rochelle, N. Y., in June, 
1809, in the seventy-second year of his age. I hardly think 
it necessary to dwell on the numérous slanders which relig 
ious malice has invented against his good name. The purity 
of his soul is attested by the fact that he was ever against 
the rich and the powerful, and in favor of the poor. That 
he was never a drunken sot is proved by the ripe old age to 
which he lived, and the magnificent testimonials to his worth 
by the eminent men of his age. That he did not die in 
poverty is proved by his will, and that he never recanted 
has been ably proved by Colonel Ingersoll; but the fact 
that he wrote the ' Age of Reason” when daily in anticipa- 
tion of death, the fact that he spent eleven months in the 
presence of the guillotine and came near dying of typhoid 
fewer, was the best proof that he was sincere and believed . 
in all what he wrote. 

There remains now for me to state, after a review of his 
life, if I am prepared to withdraw my assertion in regard to 

(Continued on page 102.) 


Address—‘‘ Progressive Religion,” 
E. F. Brown, Esq., former Editor Cincinnati Breakfast Table. 
Soprano Solo, with Violin Obiigato...............eeeeseeess. Andre- 

Miss Minnie Fleissner. Violin, Mr. John Broeckhoven. 
Operatic Selections by the famous '* Man Flute,” 

. Senor P. Feliz Carcabs. 
Gypsy GAO Wiese eere ere eri rro eros reno raten ou 


Ourrier's Orchestra. f 


the rose and the apple-blossom is not sweeter thau her 
breath. And how mellow and musical her voice! The very 
trees bend to offer this noble pair their fruit. And I look 
over the face of the planet to-day, and exclaim, '* What has 
six thousand years done?" These brutes in humau shape, 
black or white ; these thick lips, these protruding jaws, 
these sooty faces, these protuberant bellies, spindle shanks, 
and glaring eyes, looking as if the devil had made them. If 
six thousand years has done this, what, in God's name, will 
six thousand more years do? It will bring the race into the 
condition of fighting baboons and alligators in Florida. An 
orthodox hell would be just the place for such a set. 

But we, who believe in the origin of all life from the 
-primal seas, can say: '* My brother, the race has come up in 
harmony with God's universal law of progress, and there is 
& future for us. No heaven is too high, no state of spiritual 
and intellectual progression too great, for a race with such a 
history. Where, then, lies the ‘degradation?’ Oa which 
side ?" l . 

Our opponents' position is best illustrated by a man seen 
standing on a lofty pillar. I come along and ask a man I 
meet, ‘‘How came that man away up there?” ‘ Why,” 
exclaims the man, ''an angel came down and took him by 
the hair, and placed him there.” This I cannot readily 
believe. Going round behind the pillar I discover a long 
‘ladder. It reaches all tbe way up to the top. But several 
rounds are missing. There is a vacant place where a half 
dozen rounds sre lacking, two-thirds of the way up, and 
others are missing here and there. I call my friend and tell 
him the ladder ia the way by which that man got up there. | 
** Nonsense," he responds, “do you call that a ladder? 
Why, don’t you see the rounds are missing? I tell you an 
angel took him up there by the hair, and if you don't believe 
it you are an Infidel,” i í 

But I look around and presently see a ladder-rung sticking 
up out of the ground. I dig, and finally unearth another, 
and then another. They fit exactly into the ladder. They 
diminish some of the gaps. I believe they will all be found, 
and the ladder again be seen complete. 


‘*But if we came from the brute, to the brute} we shall 
return.” : 


Nay, this does not follow. Even if the brute perishes 
with this life—which I by no means concede—even then 
your conclusion does not follow. Take two apple seeds. 
One is vitalized and will grow; the other will not. Be. 
tween them there is the difference of infinity. A little more 
sap and sunshine has made one a perpetual life, while the 
Other perishes. So, if brutes perish, I do not believe that 
man does, for a brute might hav missed the conditions of 
immortality. We hav reason, however, to think the con- 
trary. But as to man, I know that death does not end 
him. . 

Here I wish to meet the objection that this theory of the 
origin of life ‘‘ destroys religion." Man is as much a relig- 
ious being as he is a musical being. The religion of to-day 
is not a scientific religion. Nobody is to blame for this, for 
the people are not a scientific people. Their religion was 
born of ignorance. Do I think it will always be so? No! 
Science and religion are brothers, The more glorious the 
advances of science, the grander the truths of a true religion. 
We shall eventually hava religion no man need blush to 
own, when men shall recognize the existence of the father 
and mother of uviversal humanity, whose stripes are given 
us for our good; when men, grown wiser, shall be brothers, 
and leave this old world better than they found it. 


Car] Beyer. 


At eight o’clock precisely Mr. Reuben Dailey, editor of 
the Jeffersonville (Ind.) Datly News, stepped to the footlights 
and delivered an able address on the ‘‘ Life and Services of 
Thomas Paine,” from which we take the following points : . 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: Time brings its revenges and 
its rewards. Although tardy it is in the reward due the 
honored apostle of civil and religious liberty, whose natal 
day we meet this evening to celebrate, yet it is none the less 
real or less sure of competent accomplishment. His life 
went out in a black night of religious bigotry, and his ene- 
mies hav pursued him with vandal malice after death. ` No 
words hav been considered too harsh for him, no character 
too black or damnable to fit him, and to-day he stands for 
all that is hideous, repulsive, aud hellish in the minds of 
many ignoraut people. He has even been irreverently 
termed Tom Paine, just as we speak of Tom Allen, Joe 
Goss, or some other champion of the Christian prize-ring. 
Well, be it so. Let us take the name of Tom Paine—that 
synonym of disgrace, vice, immorality to an ignorant and 
bigoted multitude of priest-followers—and sound it with 
deepest feelings of reverence—with the most thrilling sensa- 
tions of patriotic ardor and enthusiasm. Iam sure no intel- 
ligent and candid American patriot can be thrilled with the 
glowing eulogies of Washington without hearing from the 
deepest recesses of his heart the grand and swelling echoes 
that come back with the chorus, ''Without the pen of 
Thomas Paine the sword of Washington might hav fought 
in vain." His unsullied character and matchless nerve made 
him the life and soul of the most blessed revolution ever 
given to man since the dawn of creation on the barren 
earth, or since time and eternity hav been measured by the 
science of man, Do not suspect me of indulging in ‘‘ gush” 
or hyperbole or extravagant eulogy, for language is poor, 
stammering, and trashy when it comes to sounding the 
pæans of praise of the martyr, Thomas Paine. 

In the present light of ages, but dim and obscured, I 
might at best be considered a wild, rattle-brained enthusiast 
when I say that of the two heroes, Paine and Christ, Paine 
has given the most valuable and lasting blessings to man. 
Jesus of Nazareth, in the far-distant future, will be num- 
bered among the central figures of many different religions, 
He may occupy a place with Buddha, Confucius, Moham- 
med, and that class of so-called spiritual guides, but 
Thomas Paine, when the world’s history is complete, will 
be the cap-stone of civil freedom. I don’t say religious 
freedom, for as men advance in learning—in arts and sci- 
ences—religion, itself a barren delusion, will fade away and 
become 8 thing of curiosity, and not a matter of admiration 
or use to mankind. 

Let us drop rhetoric, drop eulogy, and dea! in cold chunks 
of hard, stubborn facts. Jesus came as the representative 
of a narrow-minded, religious delusion among the Jews. 
There was a tradition among them that a Messiah should 
come and save the nation. I believe that was originally a 
literal earthly savior, but, like all other frauds promised by 
the priesthood, when it could no longer be foisted upon the 
people in the shape of a temporal affair, dt was changed 
into that of a heavenly Messiah. The reward was not to 
be here, but hereafter, just as the ancient Druids used to! 
borrow money of their blind devotees and giv them notes 
payable in the next world ; and, in fact, just as our preach- 
ers do at this present time, who, in begging from the people, 
tell them that their reward will be great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Born in Thetford, Sussex, England, January 27, 1787, the 
first public act of his life was to write, in 1772, a pamphlet, 
entitled, ‘The Case of the Excise Officers,” and although 
this was specially intended to cover the case of a very ill- 
paid class of government Officers, it was a remarkably clear 
and concise showing that the only way to make the people 
honest was to relieve them from the necessity of being 
otherwise. His superior officers placed him under the Dan, 
and in April, 1774, he paid the penalty of his temerity by 
the loss of his petty office. In 1774 Paine met Franklin in 
London. The latter was there on an embassy to the British 
‘} government, and perceiving in Paine abilities of no ordinary 


Some of Comstock’s Work Cropping Out. 


To raz Eprrog or Tun TRUTA SEEKER, Sir: Reading 
the editorial of a week ago or more in your paper it reminded 
me of aremark made to me by one of Comstock’s allies last 
summerewhen canvassing for '* Cupid’s Yokes " in this city, 
where I hav sold thousands unmolested since Mr. Bennett's 
imprisonment, Turning round in his chair, with *' Cupid’s 
Yokes” in his hand, he said something like this: ‘Mr. 
Bennett’s friends are not going to get him cut as easily as 
they expect ; this time we fized it all beforehand.” He gave 
me to understand that before Bennett’s case was acted upon 
imprisonment was made sure of in advance. : 

Sincerely, JosePHINE S. TILTON. 


—————— Á"———— 
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Seventh Letter from Albany. 
PENITENTIARY, Feb. 8, 1880. 

My Dear READERS AND Frrenps: Still another moon 
has come and waxed and waned, and I am still here in 
prison as safe and sound as ever. Among the few pleasures 
allowed me is to receive letters from you and to write you 
once every four weeks. It is with gladness that I perform 
my part of this little business. 
you, my friends, that I am feeling much better than when I 
wrote you last. I hav found again the art of sleeping, my 
appetite and digestion are all that could be asked, and Iam 
a8 Cheerful as the nature of the case will permit. 

There was a hope indulged among some of my friends 
that when my term was *' partly served out" the President 
would see fit to open my prison doors and let me go home. 
In fact there was a sort of semi-official statement made to 
that effect, but that hope proved as illusive aa the one that 
was indulged in early in my imprisonment, in view of the 
fact that the President did not consider mailing *' Cupid's 
Yokes ” was a violation of the statute under which I was 
convicted, and that Attorney General Devens did not regard 
the pamphlet as “ obscene ” in the meaning of the law; that 
several members of the Cabinet had expressed the opinion 
that there was no good reason why I should be imprisoned; 
that Judge Gray, the pardon clerk, was in favor of my being 
restored to liberty ; that the Presidents private secretary 
had declared it an outrage that I should be imprisoned on 
such a frivolous pretext; all this, with the still greater fact 
that two hundred thousand of as good people as there are in 
America respectfully asked the President to perform a sim- 
ple act of justice and set me at liberty; that he took the 
matter into consideration and did promise, while I was still 
awaiting his pleasure in Ludlow-Street Jail, that he would 
signa pardon. That promise was broken. Comstock set 
himself at work. He induced numerous Sunday-school 
children between eight and fifteen years of age to sign peti- 
tions to Mrs. Hayes that Bennett be kept in prison. He in- 
duced many clergymen in New York, New England, and 
other places to do the same. Even the Rev. Leonard 
Wolsey Bacon, of Norwich, Conn., exercised his vast abili- 
ties in the same direction. The pressure was immense, Mrs. 
Hayes’ pastor said Bennett must not be pardoned. Mrs. 
Hayes, of course, reiterated her pastor’s injunction. The 
President listened, faltered, and concluded he must obey 
home orders. The time was when Rutherford was a good 
little boy, and probably he is still. 

** Mary had a little lamb,” 
That didn’t dare say boo, 
And ev’ry thing his wife did say, 
Ruthy was sure to do. 

The wife’s instructions were obeyed. To make the thing 
more secure, however, I am informed that Comstock visited 
Washington in person and took with him the somewhat 
foolish but harmless letters which Bundy and Abbot were 
afterwards unkind enough to publish. Comstock is said to 
hav also taken with him the immaculate paragon to whom 
the letters were written. He took the letters and the wom- 
&n before the President. He, of course, used both with 
his wonted ability with his Excellency against myself. The 
procuring of private letters written two years before, and 

using them to cause me to be retained in prison was quite 
worthy of the man—just in his line. The malice of himself 
and the woman were probably about equal, and quite suff- 
cient for any vile purpose. The Presicent listened to their 
malicious misrepresentations. His promise was set aside, 
and I was peremptorily ordered to this prison. What 
connection a Jot of private letters two years old had with 
the statute under which I was arrested, or with the charge 
upon which I had a mock trial and an unjust conviction, or 
with the question whether I should be set at liberty or not, 
is hard to beseen. And I will giv my honest opinion right 
here that any man who would let such considerations and 


: such persons swerve him in the discharge of his duty and | 


his promise is unfit to be the Chief Executive of this great 
country—despite Joseph Bradley's casting vote. However 
ill-advised those letters were, no law was broken in the 
writing of them; no person was injured by them; none were 
sought to beinjured. What business Comstock had with 
them, what business the President had with them, or what 
business anybody else had with them, is not clear; but they 
served Comstock's purpose well, and they were afterwards 
placed in the hands of Bundy, and what he and Abbot did 
‘With them is well known. They thought they saw their 
opportunity to do me a great injury and a chance fo$ them- 


First of all I wish to assure i 


i g 
be liberated, and the President obeyed its behest. It was, 
however, given out, as observed and published in the New 
| York dailies, that I would not be released till a part of my 
time had been served out. 
| Here a hope was given that in a few months justice would 
be done me. When my health gave way, two months ago, 
several symptoms presented themselves more or less alarm- 
ing; vertigo, an unnatural feeling in the cerebellum, and a 
constant ringiog in the head were present. These are often 
the precursors of apoplexy and paralysis. My strength gave 
way; my appetite failed; for days together I took not a 
mouthful of food; I fell off in fiesh ; my mind became 
affected, and sleep nearly entirely forsook ‘my eyelids for 
; weeks in succession. A feverish and nervous condition was 
upon me. I felt that I was breaking down under the physical 
and mental pressure forced upon me. Several who saw me 
had the same opinion and thought me a decidedly changed 
man from my former self. My wife thought I was going to. 
‘die. Iwas not unwilling to do so. She hurried to Wash- 
| ington, taking with her petitions which had not before been 
| sent on, bearing some thirty thousand names, asking the 
President for my release. She had an interview with the 
President. With tears, she prayed and implored him to do 
the simple act of justice of granting me liberty. She told 
' him of my condition and her fears. For the moment he. 
!geemed touched. He told her to hav the physician of the 
| prison here make out a statement in reference to my condi- 
tion. This was done. The physician made a truthful 
statement of the case, and added that he feared I could not 
get better while under such close confinement. This was ` 
sent to the President. Two or three other physicians also j 
sent statements corroborative in character.’ 

It was urgently hoped that the Chief Executive would 
perform the simple act which both justice and mercy dic- 
tated. Friends in Washington called upon him urging him | 
to this course. Numerous lettersin the same direction were ` 
sent to him from all parts of the country. The Attorney- í 
General told a friend that he had reported favorably on the 
application for a pardon to be granted, and he thought it 
would be. My poor wife was in an agony of hope, suspense, 
and anxiety. I, of course, participated in the same. Day | 
after day, and even week after week, passed, and every hope ` 
was broken. The disappointment to my poor wife was. 
great indeed, and almost resulted in the agony of despair 


and a fit of settled illness. 

It was learned that my arch-enemy had, through a spy, ! 
been informed of the effort that was being made, when he 
at once telegraphed to Washington to stay proceedings 
until he could be heard from. The church influence was 
again brought to bear with such force that, combined with | 
home orders, a pardon was again prevented. Yes, the Exec- | 
utive again hesitated and refused to do his duty. And now | 
that arch-enemy gets up in his pious pow-wow in the hall of 
the Young Men's Christian Association in New York, and 
after exulting over being able to prevent a pardon, and 
after denouncing me in bitterest terms, he lauds the Presi- 
dent for the possession of moral courage. Bah! A greater 
falsehood could not be uttered. "That is exactly the quality 
of character the Executive lacks. Had he ‘moral courage” 
he would not suffer pious hypocrites to deter him from 
performing a just and righteous deed. He knows I am 
imprisoned unjustly. He knows that Ihav done nothing 
that any American.citizen has not a perfect right to do, and 
that I ought to be as free this moment as he is himself. 
But Comstock and the clergy say I must not be liberated, 
and he dares not disobey them. ‘‘ Moral courage" with a 
vengeance! 

But let no one longer expect ''clemency "in my case 
from the man now filling the presidential chair. I say, Let 
him keep his ‘‘clemency.” Ihope no friend of mine will 
again ask him for a quality he has so little of and parts with 
so reluctantly. If any choose to write him expressive of 
their opinion of his conduct, it is no business of mine; but 
do not ask him again for clemency. 

Less than three months now remain of the sentence which 
that religious bigot, Benedict, passed upon me; and every 
man who has given a note at ninety days, payable in bank, 
knows how quickly that time will roll around. It may not 
seem quite so short to me, but it is not long at raost. 

Thanks to a good constitution, which has not been abused, 
and thanks to the recuperative energies of nature, I am 
much better. The vertigo has largely passed away; the 
unnatural feeling in the head has departed; the feverishness 
and nervousness hav left; sleeplessness troubles me no 
more; my appetite has returned; my mind is tolerably 
serene, and, in the language of the immortal bard of Avon, 
** Richard is himself again." 

The annual public meeting of Comstock’s obscene society, 
just alluded to, and held January 16ih, reminds me of an 
Indian pow-wow, or war-dance, when, after a victory is 
over, some fellow-Indians meet together to torture their 
captives and exult in savage joy over the victory they hav 
gained. Bancroft, in his History of the United States, 
desaribes one of these savage scenes, Returning from one of 
their cruel battles, the victorious demons had with them an 
Iroquois prisoner, and on their way home they crushed his 
hands between stones, tore off his fingers, and scorched and 
gashed his arms. Upon reaching home they mocked him 


by wiping the thick drops of sweat from his brow, in hypo- 
critical kindness, handing him a pipe, and giving him a 
young squaw, as if a bride. This was only to add intensity 
to the pains and indignities already thrust upon him. When 
they brought him forth for the final torture, the brave man | 


said : ‘‘My brothers, I am going to die; make merry with 
good heart ; Iam a man; I fear neither death nor your tor- 
ments.” They then took him to the cabin of blood. A' 
war-chief strips the prisoner, shows him, naked, to the spec- 


selves to rise upon my downfall. They co-operated with | tators present, and assigns to the young men selected as tor- : 


R. 


of the most horrible character, which lasted through the 


night, ** when the wretched victim, bruised, gashed, muti- 
lated, half-roasted, and scalped, was carried out of the vil- 
lage and hacked in pieces." "This horrid deed was called & 
** religious ceremony." ; 

The pow-wow at the Young Men's Christian Association 
Hall was also a religious zffair; but it differed from the 
red men's savage orgies in the victim being absent, but the 
spirit manifested was much the same. I fancy I hear Chief 
Anthony speaking thus : “ Ugh! me big Injun ! me do all 
big things ! me cotch ‘one Bennett!’ very bad man! me send 
him to prison ! me keep him there ! they thought to git him 
out! me no let 'em! me told big chief at Washington he 
must not let that bad man go! he had to mind what me say! 
he got so much ‘moral courage’ he no dare disobey. what 
me and Sammy and Howard and Joe Cook bid him! Bad 
man, Bennett! Great brave, Rutherford! He hav big . 
courage! Big Irjun, me! Ugh!” 

How coolly Comstock uttered his lies at that pious meet- 
ing about my not being prosecuted and convicted on account 
ef my religious views! He knew he lied when he £aid it. 
Colgate knew he lied. Howard Crosby knew he lied. 
Every man present knew he lied, and every person in the 
country who has paid any attention to the case knows he: 
lied. If it were possible for a lie to strangle that man" he 
would hav been choked to death long ago, and his foul car- 
cass ere this served as food for the fowls of the air or the 
worms of the earth. What was it but my religious opinions 
that. caused the discussion in the Young Men's Christian 
Association as to what course should be pursued to suppress 
my paper and my publications ? What was it but my relig- 
ious opinions that caused Comstock to undertake the enter- 
prise of “crushing me out?’ What but my religious con- ` 
victions induced him to visit my place and search over 


my stock of books and pamphlets to see what he could find 


to arrest me on ? Was it obscenity that caused him to arrest 
me for mailing my “Open Letter to Jesus Christ" on a 
decoy letter he wrote in the name of 8. Bender, Squan Vil- 
lage, N. J.? Is there a single word of obscenity in that 


letter ? Was it not because it was considered ''blasphe- 


mous," and for that reason alone, that that letter Was pitched 
upon ? Of course it was, and if he lies about it a thousand 
times and before a thousand of his admirers it will not | 
change the truth one particle. What was it but my religious 
Opinious that made him angry when the first case against me 
was dismissed by orders from Washington, when he almost 
swore that he would get Bennett in his power yet? What 
was it but an opposition to the religious views of Liberals, 


; including myself, that made Samuel Colgate and Anthony 


Comstock, two years ago, in their yearly obscene meeting, 
declare that Freelove and Freethought publications were in 
a fair way to be “stamped out ?” What was it but opposi- 
tion to our religious views that caused that statement to be 
printed in their annual report of the society ? What was 
it but opposition to my religious views that caused Com- 
stock to say to many persons that he would yet ‘‘ crush" 
me out? What but a determination to ** crush" me caused 
him, on many occasions, to try to deter printers from print- 
ing my papers and books, the mailer from folding and 
mailing the papers, the news companies from dealing in 
them, the news-stands on the streets from selling them, and 
the post-office people from receiving them? He has been 
mean enough in his treatment of me without further damn- 
ing his conduct with basest falsehoods. It is utterly useless 
for him to lie and say I “hav not been prosecuted for opin- 
ion's sake." There is not, I repeat, an intelligent man or 
woman.in the country, who has any correct information 
upon the subject, but what knows that I was prosecuted for 
opinion's sake, and that only. It is enrolled on the pages of 
history that I hav been sent to prison with felons because I 
am a prominent publisher of hated Infidel books and papers, 
and a million of lies from Comstock and his coadjutors will 
not change the truth. What else was it but opposition to 
Liberal views that made him say, when in Rochester organ- 
izing his auxiliary society, that Infidel papers and “Infidel 
tracts should soon be squelched?" In that threat he had 
special reference to myself, for I am about the only one 
publishing such tracts to any extent. If selling a copy of 
** Cupid's Yokes” is so criminal a deed that I should be 
sent to prison for it, and if itis not for religious opinions, 
why hav not some of the prineipal booksellers of New York 
and other localities been also sent to prison who hav like- 
wise sold it? What was it but opposition to my religious opin- 
ions that made him say in his so-called meeting of clergy- 
men and others in Boston in connection with his society, 
that after Heywood and Bennett were disposed of, the 
Investigator and Banner of Light would next be taken in 
hand? Is it because they are obscene? No. It is wholly 
because they entertain opinions upon religious subjects that 
the church ia not pleased with; because they are unbeliev- 
ers and antichristian, This is the living truth, and 
Comstock’s lies cannot change it. Let him cease his lying 
and go on with his dirty work. : 
There was another man at the pow-wow at the Young 
Men's Christian Association Hall that distinguished himsedf 
in no slight degree. 'The same was no less than the Rev- 
erend Howard Crosby, D.D., LL.D., A.SS., Chancellor of 
the University of New York, expounder of the story of 
“Moses and the Lamb,” at the 4th ave. Presbyterian Church, 
big mogul and founder of the Society for the Prevention of 
Crime, humble follower of the Meek and Lowly One—who 
was 80 unfortunate when alive as to hav no title at either 
end of his name—bosom friend and admirer of Anthony 
Comstock, etc., etc. This man is a very brilliant light in 
the church militant, which is trying to ‘‘crush out" those 
who presume to disbelieve what it declares all must accept 
as truth. It is a neck-and-neck race between him and Car. 
dinal McCloskey as to which stands the nearest to the Great 
White Throne, one being at the head of the Catholic division 


alacrity with Comstock and the ‘special agent" of the turers their parts in the hellish work, Then ensued a scene | of the i i i 
t ; 1 godly saints in this country, and the oth 
-P. Journal. Yes, the church demanded that I should not | : d Reverend, 
4 


ead of the Protestant brigades. This Holy Reverend, 
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Howard Crosby, D.D., LL.D. A,88, Chancellor, etc., 
Expounder, etc., Big Mogul, etc., Humble Follower, etc., 
Bosom Friend, etc., etc., distinguished himself at that pow- 
wow in a most brilliant manner. It seems by the report 
that he jumped up spagmodically, and, swinging his arms 
like a wild man, said, vociferously, that he would rather 
swear by Anthony Comstock then anybody else; then, after 
lauding Comstock’s Obscene Society to the skies for the 
great, great, GREAT good it has done, he gave vent to this 
very pious ejaculation : “Jf this society had never done any. 
thing more than put that man Bennett in the Albany. Peniten. 
tary—the man who was the leader and defender of the propaga. 
tors of obscenity [Oh, what a lie !], if was worth a 
hundred’ thousand times more than all. that our citizens hav 
given into tis treasury.” 

Now this.ia an extraordinary assertion for such a pious, 
leading divine to make in & public agsembly, Let us look 
at it a minute or two. Since readipg this godly man’s 
words I hav had a curiosity to see how much I am earning, 
while shut up here, for our heavenly-minded Christian 
friends.. That obscene Comstock society has been in exist- 
ence over six years, It costs $8,000 per year to pay Com- 
Stock and Britton and meet other expenses. That would 
make a sum of $498000, But that penknife wound on 
Authony'8 face cost $8,000 or $10,000 more; but throw in the 
$8.000 for good measure and we hav the snug total sum of 
$50.000. My getting into the penitentiary is worth a 
hundred thousand times that sum, which makes, as every 
school-boy can easily calculate without Bteelyards, the nice 
little sum of $5,000,000,000. That is iive thousand 
million, or, more properly writteo, five billion dollars, Oh, 
my ! what a big sum of money! I never, never, never, 
"well, not ‘‘hardly ever,” thought I would ever in all my 
life be able to earn one hundred-thousandth part of that 
immense amount! Why! it is almost as much as the 
‘national debts of the United States and Great Britain com- 
‘bined! Ob, dear ! it almost takesmy breath away to think 
of it! Can it be I am doing so much good ? Is it possible 
that my incarceration is having such a beneficial effect upon 
the cause of Christianity? Is there not some mistake about 
it? No, no; there is no mistake; those are the very words 
the holy man uttered, and it must be true, for the Rev. 
Howard Crosby, D.D., LL.D., A.S8., Chancellor, Ex- 
pounder, Big Mogul, Humble Follower, Bosom Friend, 
etc., etc., etc., would not say a word not strictly true, no, 
notif he knew it would kill him ! 


My friends, you can’t think how much more contented 

I feel since I hav learned how much good I am doing! Just 

' think of it for a moment. Deducting the time I am entitled 
to by the laws of this state, my term of imprisonment 
amounts to three hundred and thirty days. —$5,000,000,000 
divided into that number of days shows that I am earning 
every day the enormous sum of $15,151,515.15. Most 
astonishing ! Over fifteen millions per day! Who ever 
earned so much as that before and kept it up for three hun- 
dred and thirty days! How much do I earn every hour? 
Counting twelve hours per day, every hour brings in the 
most Magnificent sum of $1,226,626.26! About a million 
and a quarter of dollars per hour; or $21,104.77 per minute; 
or $850.72 every second. My dear readers, would you hav 
thunk it? I declare to you, in the most solemn manner, I 
never would! I really believe, if the Rev. H. C., D.D., 
LL.D., A.S8., etc., etc., etc,, tells the truth, that I am earn- 
ing more money than all the other men on a salary in 
the country. The President is supposed to draw the largest 
salary of anybody, the comfortable sum of $50,000 per 
year; but, pshaw! that is nothing at all compared with my 
earnings; why, it would take him ten thousand years to 
earn as much as I earn in a single year. He would hav had 
to begin four thousand years before Adam embarked in the 
apple business, and kept atit all the time since, drawing 
$50,000 every year, to hav earned as much as I do in one 
single year. You can't tell how happy the thought of all 
this makes me here in prison. I can look right between 
the bars and hardly see them, I thank thee, Howard 

` —excuse the title this time—for that good word. You hav 
sweetened my cup of sorrow so greatly that I cannot taste 
the bitter at all! J 

There is only one drawback in the whole thing, and that is 
I don't see any of the money; what is more, I don't 
believe I ever shall. Comstock, Colgate, Cook, Crosby, and 
Co. (what a lot of C.'s), will keep it all and never giv 
me a cent of it. Ithink they might, at least, giv me ten or 
twenty thousand. Comstock got $100,000—more er less— 
for a little cut, with & penknife, on his cheek (the saint has 
so very much cheek I presume the:one-handed man could 
hardly hit him anywhere else), and I would be willing to be 
cut almost anywhere for that sum of money. 

As astounding as Howard's statement is (excuse titles 
again), considering the high source whence it came, it could 
not be questioned had he not in the same biilliant little 
speech spoken 80 highly in favor of deceit and mendacity. 
That certainly throws a damper over his high credibllity. 
Why, he saiu with emphasis, '* Z teli you, gentlemen, 1 beliote 
in deceit.” You hav aright to use deceit,” Oh, that 
nearly knocks in the head ali the good things he said about 
my earning eo much ? How am Ito know but when he 
said my imprisonment was doing so much good that he 
was only practicing some of that very kind of deceit that 
he admires so much? Perhaps, after his extraordinary 
utterances on that occasion, nobody should think strange 
that he swears by Comstock, or by any ,other man, or 
that he would swear io anything. O cruel thought! has 
the good Howard (please excuse the titles once more, they 
teke up so much room)—has the good, dear Howard, after 
all, been giving us sone of his beloved deceit, instead of 
truth? Is it only & Crosby falsehood that I am earning 
$5,000,000,000? : Did he tell that to the good brethren pros- 
ent just to make them happy and to giy them a specimen 


and cruel blow at me? How could Howard (excuse titles 
once more)—how could Howard ‘‘sarve me so,” when 80 
many mean things hav been done to me ? 

Let me make a proposition, right here, before I forget it. 
Despite what the Rev. Howard Crosby, D.D., LL.D., A.88., 
etc., etc., etc., said about his fondness for deceit, there is no 
kind of doubt but what the good, heavenly Christian breth. 
ren and sisters were very anxious to get me into this pris- 
On, and are still very anxious to keep me here, If this 
is not ao, they never would hav tried so hard to accomplish 
it, and would not hav rejoiced so heartily when they had 
achieved their wishes. Now, I am disposed to be ac- 
commodating with them. I am very willing to do all the 
good I can. Now, attention, Crosby, Comstock, Colgate, 
Cook, Courteney, Newman, Hall, and all the rest of the 
meek and lowly shepherds who giv their time and talents, 
and their very lives, to the cause of Christ, without a cent 
of remuneration, ahem ! I offer you a big bargain. If you 
Will giv me one per cent of the sum that the good Rev. H. 
C., D.D., LL.D., A.B8., ete., etc., etc., says it is worth to 
hav me in prison a year I will stay another year without a 
new trial, thereby saving Anthony the trouble of writing 
another decoy letter and further disgracing the courts of 
this great country in securing my conviction. I certainly 
ought to hav one percent of the sum which, by great depri- 
vation, I am earning. One per cent is but a small part. 
Let us see hów much is one per cent of $5,000,000,000 ? 
Why, it is $50,000 0001 Oh, I won'task that much! TI 
stay Cheaper ; I will stay for one-tenth of one per ceni— 
only $9,000,000. Is that too much for the gentleman to giv ? 
Then I will be generous. I will stay for one-tenth of one- 
tenth of one per cent, which is only $500,000. They can't 
complain of that. They ought to make up that little 
amount in a very short time. Let Anthony furnish the 
blanks, and every saint mark down how much he will giv. 
Do they think $500,000 too much ? Then I will be magnani- 
mous. I will stay for one-tenth of one-tenth of one-tenth 
of one per cent, which is only the pitiful sum of $00,000. 
That is the best I can do. As the auctioneers say, ‘‘I will 
not hav a Cent more, and never will take a cent less.” The 
good brothers cannot refuse this very reasonable offer. It 
is only what Rutherford has for signing a few bills, writing 
a Message once a year, refusing to sign pardons, and visit- 
ing county fairs and church festivals, with all his expenses 
paid, and a big fuss made over him besides. Who would 
not rather pass through that severe ordeal than to be shut 
up as Iam, not able to see hardly anybody, never getting 
any champagne or big dinners at all ? 


Now, gentlemen, I Jeave the matter with you, and ask 
you to do the handsome. Come, Howard, how much will 
you spare out of your ten thousand a year? Samuel, how 
much will you contribute from your profits on vaseline ? 
Anthony, how much will you spare out of your four thou- 
sand a year? Flavius Josephus, how much can you donate 
from the proceeds of your scientifico. theological lectures ? 
Perhaps Henry and DeWitt may be induced to shell out 
freely. Among you gl), sixty thousand of you, you can 
make up the sum very easily, ao don’t be bashful; don’t be 
backward in coming forwaid. Be generous once in your 
life. Remember the great end to be gained—Bennett, the 
great truth seeker and truth speaker, is to be kept caged 
another whole year for the miserable pittance of fifty thou- 
sand dollars, when itis worth five billion dollars, Don’t 
hesitate a moment, You never will hav such an offer again. 
Close in with it at once. I will giv security for the per- 
formance of the contract, and will insist upon your.doing 
the same, or planking down the cash in advance. Do not 
forget, it is only *' filthy lucre,” the root of all evil, that you 
hav to part with to keep me in prison another year. I giv 
you sixty days to complete the arrangement and sign the 
papers Telephone me when you hav decided to doit. If 
you are horest in your professions you will come to my fig- 
ures. I don’t think one of you would perform the task on 
more reasonable terms, . 

But it is possible some of you may think the job can be 
accomplished by the aid of Uncle Sam and without costing 
you a red cent. I learn that Anthony has several times 
declared that he will arrest me again when my time is out. 
{ presume he can do it as easily as he did before; and if it 
was just then, it will be just again, I hav sold other copies 
of '* Cupid's Yokes ” besides the one I sent to him under the 
lying cognomen of G. Brackett. I hav sent by mail many 
Copies of the report of my trial, in which the passages from 
“ Cupid's Yokes” are given upon which my conviction was 
secuied, I mailed thousands of papers containing my 
* Eighth Letter from Ludlow-Street Jail," in which those 
bad passages were again given and contrasted with some 
choice selections from the Holy Bible. On, yes, there are 
plenty of grounds to commence another prosecution against 
me, and all know Anthony is perfectly willing so long as he 
can manipuiate the courts of the government for the pur- 
pose, and it don't cost him a cent. The United States 
District-Attorney is reported as saying, ‘‘ Bennett will hav 
to go through another trial" May it be fairer than the 
last! The fiery Fiero will doubtless be willing to make 
another powerful forensic speech to secure another convic- 
tion against me, and will dwell upon the United States 
government as the great Society for the Prevention of Vice, 
to wit, sending men to prison for not believing right, and 
hunting down people who mail ‘‘ Cupid’s Yokes. There 
can beno doubt that another accommodating Christian jury 
can be selected who will readily find me guilty, and no one 
can question for a moment but what the pious Judge Ben- 
edict would cheerfully sentence me to another imprisonment 
and fine. Ifit was right for him to do it before, why not 
again? It is reduced to a certainty that Rutherford would 
not *' interfere with the courts,” no matter how severe the 
sentence; so I would he gure for the remainder of his term. 

In view of all this, it is not improbable that the godly and 


of a tip-top article of deceit? If this is so it isa most unkind 


honorable gentlemen may conclude to let this great, free (?) 
government of the American republic prosecute me again 
and enable them to save their hard-earned money for 
domestic purposes. i 

Well, I hav learned to submit to what I cannot avert; 
and if it is to be my fate to die in prison at the behests of 
the Christian church, I hope I may die like a man—as did 
old Socrates, Bruno, and Vanini. That these religious 
zealots and hypocrites will pursue me to the bitter end 
there is but little doubt, Their enmity is too marked, their 
malice is too apparent, and their disposition to persecute for 
opinion’s sake too fully demonstrated. 3 

But cannot they see the folly of their course? Can they 
not discern their own short-sightedness? They cannot 
crush out Freethought in this great country by persecuting 
here and there a single individual. They cannot crush THE 
TRUTH SEEKER by imprisoning its editor; the result of 
their efforts has been directly to the contrary. Comstock’s 
first arrest of me caused the paper to jump from an eight- 
page to a sixteen-page journal. His second arrest brought 
thousands of new readers aud patrons; and so it will con- 
tinue to be, The more they try to crush THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, the more it won't crush at all. The more they 
persecute for opinion’s sake, the more those same opinions 
will spread. Among the great masses of the Americau 
people there is an honest love of fair play, and the church 
even Cannot attempt to crush it with impunity. If it suc- 
ceeds in sending me to my grave, Freethought will not be 
crushed, and Tug Trors SEEKER will still liv and hav a 
wider circulation than ever. We shall see what we shall ece. 

As much as I admire the Rev. Howard Crosby, D.D., 
LL.D , A.SS., etc., etc., I cannot deny that I think he did 
me an injustice in his brilliant oration at the hall of tbe Y. 
M. C. A. when he declared to the audience that I was ** the 
leader and defender of the propagators of obscenity.” That 
is, in plain, mild terms, a wholesale, barefaced falsehood, 
and I am afraid it is libelous also. It may do for Howard 
to be in favor of deceit and to justify some sleek, pious lies 
now and then when they are told for Christ's sake, but he 
ought not thus to maligna poor, unfortunate man whom 
his bosom friend has thrown into prison. Jam no leader 
or defender of propagators of obscenity. I hav had nothing 
whatever to do with obscene literature. The only obscene 
book [ hav seen for many years, except the Bible, is one 
that Comstock sent to a friend of mine. What I hav done, 
and all I hav done, was to show up his bosom friend, 
Anthony, and to let the public know something of his dam- 
nable wrongs upon his unfortunate fellow-beings. I hav 
no sympathy with obscenity or the dealers in it. I do not 
even know a man who has dealt in it for ten years or more. 
How false, then, how slanderous, how shameful and ungen- 
tlemanly, for the Rev. Howard Crosby, D.D., LL.D., A.88., 
Chancellor, Expounder, Humble Follower, Big Mogul, Bos- 
om Friend, etc., etc., to make use of such language! Let 
him admire deceit and lying in his friend Anthony as much 
as be pleases, but let him try to at least maintain a semblance 
of truthfulness, 

It may be questioned what there is about Anthony Com 
stock that makes Bro. Howard so highly pleased with him 
that he had rather swear by him than anybody else ? Is it 
because Anthony is so angelic in character, so pure minded 
and sainted ? Is it because Anthony has confessed in a pub- 
lic meeting that he wrote letters over false names, that he - 
set traps for people, and decoyed them into the commission 
of crimes they would not otherwise commit, and this for 
the purpose of getting them into his power? Isit because 
he acknowledged that.he had forged the names of women in 
the false letters he wrote? Is it because Anthony dragged 
the excellent Mr, Prosch and Leonard Fox off to prison in 
the most brutal manner ? Is it because that by his heartless 
persecution he is able to boast that he has driven fifteen per, 
sons to Commit suicide? Is it because by his fiendish con. 
duct he has driven a larger number of people to uohappy and 
untimely graves? Is it becauce by his villainous meanness he 
has rendered hundreds of people wretchedly unhappy, and 
robbed them in the aggregate of hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars ? Is it because he exhibited such consummate and infa- 
mous taste and skill in manipulating the exhibition of nude 
unfortunate girls on Greene street ? Ia it because he turned 
his poor, aged, debilitated father from his door to starve and 
perish with cold and exposure ? Is it because he ig such a 
deceitful, meddlesome, intriguing, contemptible character ? 
It must be these in part, for these largely make up Com- 
stock’s character. A good deal of the brotherly feeling 
between the two men doubtless grows out of a feeling of 
sympathy from the similar kind of occupation they are 
engaged in. Sympathy isa strong bond of union between 
man and man, and sometimes between man and woman, 


Here is where the sympathy comes in between Howard 
and Anthony. They are both at the heads of ** Suppression 
Societies.” Howard organized and runs & society for the 
prevention of ‘‘ crime ;" Anthony organized and runs one : 
for the suppression of “vice.” The two societies run very 
nearly together, and are conducted upon the same despicable 
principles. They both use duplicity, trickery, deceit, false- 
hood, and utter meanness to accomplish their ends and 
secure their victims. They hav both used these very agen- 
cies upon their unfortunate victims times without number. 
It is no wonder, then, that Howard is jready to stand up in 
a publie audience and apologize for Anthony’s deceit and 
hypocrisy, and declare he had rather swear by him than 
anybody else. And when business is a little slack with An. 
thony in suppressing *' vice," and Howard has rather more 
“crime” on hand than he can attend to handily, Anthony 
has shown a kindly willingness to lend a hand and to send. 
his man Britton also. Cases of this kind occurred at Stam 
ford and New Canaan, Conn. Certain men there were sus 
pected of disposing of numbers of drams of whisky with- 
out dividing the profits with the town authorities, Anthony 
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tbe services of Thomas Paine. The result of Paine's work 
was the enlightenment of the people as to their rights of 
resistance against wrong and oppression. It broke the 
theological shackles which bound them slaves to the priestr, 
who are but the accessories of kings in their assumed right 
to govern the people, not for the people's good but for their 
own selfish desires. He broke that spell which bound men 
in classes and castes, and declared the absolute equality of 
all men upon earth, the absolute and undeniable right of 
“life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." He did not, 
in the cowardly manner of Christ, say, ‘‘ Render unto 
Cæsar the things that are.Cwsur’s, and unto God the things 
that are God's ;" but he boldly held that no government was 
right which was not founded. in the consent of the people. 
The speaker then gave his creed of religion. He said: 
First, you need giv your attention to infancy, childhood, 
and youth. Make home pleasing tothem. Do not consider 
any pleasure a sin. Open your home and say, “ Children, 
here, dance and sing, play cards, checkers, chess, games of 
all kinds ; make this home pleasant, enjoy yourselves in any 
way.” ‘You are thus making life pleasant, and you giv them 
an enduring impression that life is 2 condition of happiness 
.and not a condition of toil and sorrow and superstitious 
fears. . Instead of wasting your money for whisky, tobacco, 
gambling, dissipation, spend it in making home cheerful. 
Fill it with good furniture, handsome carpets, beautiful pic- 
tures. Spend your energy first ia making home happy, 
saying to yourself : ‘‘ This is my kingdom; I am responsible 
for this little state, and if it is not cheerful and happy it 
will be in a great measure my fault.” Say to your children: 
*' Look for happiness here;" and say this also to your fellow- 
men. Do not bother yourself about another world. An 
: impenetrable veil has been drawn across the future. It is 
none of my business. My business is to attend strictly to 
the affairs of this world, Before I was born I did not hav 
to botber about how I was to be born, and I am not going to 
bother myself about how Iam going to be born again. I 
had somebody else to bother for me. "These are matters 
beyond the ken of human wisdom and beyond the control 
of human power. The talents the Lord hath given me Iam 
going to work up to the best of my ability, in order that 
when he comes I may say: ‘‘My Lord, here are ten talents 
which I made out of the one talent you gave me." Jesus 
said : ** Hide the talent, and bury it in the ground." Paine: 
“t Chapge ; take the talent and make of it ten other talents." 
Hence I say Paine was better than Jesus. I say his princi. 
ples were better calculated to raise and elevate man, and I 
think that any candid observer will say I am right. Paine 
set the great internal forces of men at work. Jesus taught 
the people vainly to expect that some great ext:rnal force 
would make them happy. Paine taught us to take the tal- 
ents and functions the Creator gave us and hew out our for- 
tunes, Jesus taugbt us, 


`” There's a divinity that shapes our ends, 
Rough-hew them how we will.” 


Mr. Dailey was frequently interrupted by applause. 


The speech of Mr. E. P. Brown was received with much 
favor. Among other things he said: 


Man ia the creation of his own fancy. The mind of man 
„possessed but little light in the dawn of creation. The 
truths of nature were hidden from him, and age after age 
fulfilled their mission before he could understand cause and 
effect. 

In all stages of development man has modified his religion. 
In every new era he has appropriated such timbers as suited 
his fancy, and thus built up his temple. He improved his 
architecture finally, and gradually the structure has been 
enlarged and embellished ; but there stili remains room for 
improvement, and will be until man sball become as the 
gods, and make use of the grand fruit on the tree of life. 

The crowbar of Infidelity is making the walls of religion 
fly, and the foundations of superstition will be replaced 
with the walls of truth. 


The new fabric will not be based on religion, but on the 
truth of man to man. The religion of humanity will be 
great to all, and one that will pay one hundred cents on the 
dollar every time. We want a religion that does not seek 
to make a man a saint hereafter, but a good citizen here. 
"We want a religion for this life; one that will keep him 
straight when he is measuring out molasses as well as when 
he is shouting at some camp meeting; a religion that will 
take any man by the hand and call bim brother, and that 
willdo good right here, and that will not put a lens in every 
man’s hands to gaze on the faults of his neighbors; one that 
will do to sell with and buy with, that will giv equal and 
exact justice to every Man, woman, and child; not areligion 
that will frighten children to death or scare the dying. The 

‘world is starving for a religion tbat does not exist on the 
principle of a cheap restaurant, putting everything in the 
front window and not having any meat on the table. We 
don’t. want a religion that dwells in the clouds; we don't 
want it as ethereal as the woman we hav heard about, She 
was 80 thin that her husband had to pinch himself and read 
over bis marriage certitieate to be sure that he was married. 
"We want a religion that will not shirk any burden of respon- 
sibility, and that wil miss no chance to make the world 
wiser and better ; that will look upon life as an ever-present 

. reality ; whose mission it will be to do good on every hand; 
a religion that will liv up.to sound business principles, and 
will not advertise inducements that it is not able to fulfil; 
that will try to make home what it should be; a religion 
that will teach little children that there can be no God that 
is not good; that the highest reward goes herà in hund 
with the good deed itself. Let us not lead the tender feet of 
children in the slough of despond, but into the bright and 
shining future—a religion that will be fragrant with the 
blossoms of love, 


The musical part of the programme was especially enjoy- 
able. Miss Minnie Fleissner, in the aria from ‘‘ Figaro,” 
and Masters Johnny and Benny Smith, in their piano duet 
from “Il Trovatore,” won encores, to which they responded. 

The audience, says the Cincinnati Znguérer, was above 
the average in intelligence, and the frequent demonstrations 
of approval that greeted both Mr. Dailey and Mr. Brown 
during the delivery of their remarks told plainly that 
Paine's memory is held in respect yet, and that there ate | 
people in Cincinnati who will see to it that his grave is kept ' 
Clean. 


PAINE'S BIRTBDAY IN LOWELL, MICH. 


To THE EDITOR oF Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Our cele- 
bration of the birthday of Thomas Paine was a grand suc- 
cess, notwithstanding the most herculean efforts of the 
priests and their blood-washed brethren to the contrary. 
The hall, which is large, was crowded both afternoon and 
evening by an audience of earnest end attentive listeners. 
In the afternoon the exercises consisted of speaking by Mar- 
vin Babcock and Mrs L, A. Pearsall. 

In the evening opening remarks by President Matthew- 
800, a report of a sermon on Thomas Paine, by Rev. S. E. 
Busser the preceding Sabbath, wheré he strove to the full. 
est extent to conceal his merits, and to vilify and blacken 
his character (said report I send you for publication, headed 
“Thomas Paine as viewed through orthodox spectacles), a 
poem, “In Memoriam,” by Mrs E. A. Chapman, and 
speaking by Rev. J. H, Burnham and Mrs. Peargall, closing 
with a social hop. The speech by Rev, J. H. Burnham was 
one of the finest the writer has ever heard. Ina few words 
he disposed of the fearful wrong Paine has received at the 
hands of the church. He showed that the clergy hav ever 
considered it their duty to lie for Christ’s sake, and then 
from a philosophical standpoint showed how the works of 
Paine, like a mighty lever, are lifting the people out of the 
ruts of ignorance and superstition, and placing them upon 
the broad plains of universal freedom. All acquitted them- 
selves with great credit, and we believe much good has been 
accomplished in this community. E. A. CHAPMAN. 

Lowell, Mich, 


THOMAS PAINE AS VIEWED THROUGH ORTHODOX SPECTA- 
CLES. — SERMON BY REY. S. E. BUSSER, LOWELL, 
MICH.—TEXT, ‘‘ WHATEVER A MAN SOW, THAT SHALL 
HE ALSO REAP.” 


Thomas Paine had the misfortune to be without religious 
training in his early youth. His parents were not church- 
members. He served in the navy, a school which hardens 
and crushes out the best elements of humanity. He returned 
home repentant and without friends. Asa boy he was a 
failure, had no high aspirations or noble purposes in his 
youth. *'The boy is the father of the man." In public 
life he was bloodthirsty, because he excited and urged peo- 
ple to war. His pamphlets were without merit, mere 
tirades against George III. and monarchical forms of gov- 
ernment, He borrowed goodness and wisdom of Benjamin 
Franklin. Franklin swayed him, and therefore should 
receive the credit of whatever good Paine did. Had he 
then died, posterity would hav lauded him as highly as 
Washington or Lincoln, Was ambitious and conceited, 
therefore went to France. The French people showed that 
they appropriately appreciated his services by throwing him 
into prison. He separated from his wife, but did not make 
any charges, because history was silent on the subject, 
[Like Paul] he then abstained from matrimony ; there- 
fore by his silence approved of licentiousness and libertin- 
ism. Was not a profound writer. The“ Age of Reason” 
was a Vulgar tirade, a coarse burlesque on the Bible. He 
ridiculed the sacred scriptures, God’s inspired book, the 
great beacon-light of humanity. 

The reverend preacher was glad that David and Solomon 
were old worn-out libertines, that the latter had six hun. 
dred concubines, and that the whale swallowed Jonah. The 
book was valuable because it was a true record, but did not 
say that David was a man after God's own heart, Paine 
was very naughty to ridicule those beautiful stories. Judg- 
ing Paine by his followers, he whom respectable people 
would hardly care to assoctate with, dare not charge Paine 
with drunkenness, but D. M. Bennett who openly advocates 
Freelove says he was a drunkard. He swept away religion, 
the Bible, and the church, but left nothing in their stead, 
left humanity in darkness, and without hope. Amen, Not 
one word of praise, but everything in condemnation. This 
so-called mouth-piece of God believes that by concealing 
Thomas Paine’s true merits, and vilifying and blackening 
his character, he is doing God and himself a service ; that 
he is building upon a rock. But ere long he will find that 
his little boomerang will do its most effective work where 
he least expects it. At the outset great anxiety was 
expressed that the congregation be set right in reference to 
this wicked man, Thomas Paine. Sach as the following of 
Thomas Paine’s writings was entirely overlooked : ‘‘ The 
world is my country, to do good my religion. I believe in 
one God and no more, and hope for happiness beyond this 
life. I believe that religious duties consist in doing justice, 
loving mercy, and endeavoring to make our feilow-creatures 
happy." 

Last Sabbath we were told that Thomas Paine gave-the 
world nothing. That he tore down but did not build up. 
In ail candor I ask what more is neededed than the above, 
to secure happiuess here and hereafter ? Is it necessary 
when humanity has been cured of one disease to hav anoth- 


| er take the place of it? Ifyou cure my Carbuncie must I 


hav a boil or a cancer to take its place? ‘Tie priests are 
mighty anxious about having: something to take the place 
of religion as founded on the rock of faith. Reason does 
not answer their purposes, The peóple would not pay as 


well. Their businessis at stake, and they are in the bal- 
ance and about to be found wanting. So this last death 
struggle to sustain themselves and their dear religion. One . 
word as to the followers of Paine, so sneering!y alluded to. 
They are those who are simply striving to see that justice is 
done, who believe in no man-made. religions, bibles, or: 
gods, Reason their teacher, nature their bible, justice their 

, religion, and the universe their god. E. A. C. 


| EXTRACTS FROM AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT PHILADELPHIA 


' ON THOMAS PAINE'S ANNIVERSARY DAY.—BY SADA BAI- 


LEY. : 


Friends, you may think mea very bold woman when I 
tell you that I come before such an audience as this for the 
purpose of talking to you about a man that Iam deeply in 
love with. Iam in love with Thomas Paine. But do not 
think for a moment that dead men are the only ones I fall 
inlove with. Ilove live men, and I love live women too. 
My belief, however, is that Thomas Paine is not dead, but 
that he is alive to day, notwithstanding our Materialistic 
friends may think otherwise, yet we will not quarrel with 
them upon this point, for although it may be important for 
us to know whether Thomas Paine is alive individually or 
not, it is more important for us to be alive to the principles 
he advocated. 

Sisters, brothers, do you love truth better than you love 
popular favor? If so, then this great man may feel. hon- 
ored that you honor him. Do you know that more than a 
century ago strong men turned pale when Thomas Paine 
said, *America will never be free until we break the chains 
which bind us to the priesthood.” 

To the practicalization of this truth we owe our inde- 
pendence to-day; and only so far as we now resist the 
tyranny of the priesthood everywhere shall we enjoy the 
blessings of liberty which our so-called Infidel forefathers 
bequeathed to us. 

ltis well we call George Washington the father of our 
country; but let us remember that when this great general, 
overwhelmed with the magnitude of his undertaking, and 
his weary soldiers, too, faltered ’neath their heavy load, 
Thomas Paine took them, as it were, in his arms and 
carried them onward in the magnetic strength of his glori- 
ous power. Then, when we call George Washington the 
father of our country, let us call Thomas Paine the grand. 
father of our country. ] 

———— 9 Á9———— —— 


Retrograde Liberalism. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH BEBKER, Sir: There 
was a time in the history of the Liberal cause when, not- ` 
withstanding differences of opinion among Liberals, the 
lines between Liberalism and its antithesis, theology, wore 
always so well defined that there was no mistaking & friend 
for an enemy, and no fear of being stabbed in the back by 
those professing to be soldiers in the Liberal ranks. But of 
late years all this has changed. The heaviest blows and the 
most deadly thrusts come now from those claiming to be of 
the Liberal party. 

Once the batteries to be silenced lay in front of us ; now 
they unexpectedly open upon us in our rear. Our force was 
once spent against the common enemy ; now it is directed 
to repel attacks from conservatives or retrogrades in our 
own. ranks. 

In this work of obstruction and retrogression, second 
only to Mr. Abbot, of the Index, must be ranked Prof. 
Adler of the Society for Ethical Culture, and Presideat of 
the Free Religious Association, both men of learning and 
culture and of comparatively recent advent in the Liberal 
movement, one from the church, the other from the syna- 
gogue. 

It is of the latter, or rather of some of his recent utter- 
ances, that I propose to speak. 

In a recent discourse on Thomas Paine, after a generous 
recognition of his genius and a hearty commendation of his 
honesty of purpose, nobility of character, and eminent ser- 
vices in the cause of liberty and Freethought, he assumed 
the attitude of a critic and impeached his methods and de- 
nied the truth of some of his arguments against the Bible, 
especially such as related to the Jewish people and to the 
character of their prophets. Referring to Paine's criticism 
and scathing denunciation of the command of Moses, '*to 
kill every male among the little ones, and kill every wom- 
an," etc., ** but all the women-children,” etc., “keep alive 
for yourselves." The Professor essayed to justify this com- 
mand on the ground that when the religion or institutions 
of a country are endangered, a8 were the monotheism and 
monogamy of the Israelites by the idolatrous nations of the 
valley, it is justifiable by the law of self-preservation to 
extirpate whatever threatened their destruction. 

Monotheism, said the Professor, owes its origin to the 
monogamic family, the family on which the religion of the 
nation was founded, and which would fall with the corrup- 
tion of the family relation, was threatened with subversion 
by contact with the women of their idolatrous neighbors, 
hence the justice of their destruction. 

Let us see to what this reasoning commits us: It is plain 
that it entirely ignores humanity and the brotherhood of 
man, which was supposed to bea fundamental dogma of 
Free Religion, while it exalts physical force as the prin- 
cipal agent in government for self-protection, and makes it 
a virtue in each nature to seek the extirpation of its neigh- 
bor if not of a similar social and political faith as itself. 

On this principle Russia would be justified in invading 
aud subjugating the government and domestic relations of 
Turkey ; and Tarkry, for the same reasons, would be justi- 
fied in subverting the monogamic institutions of its Chris. 
tian subjects and of the adjacent Christian countries, . 

The North, had it consulted Prof. Adler, need not to hav 
waited for the secession of the Routh before it attacked the 
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domestic institution of slavery, guaranteed by the Constitu- 
tion, but might hav invaded the South at once and liberated 


the sla ves, on the ground that free and slave labor were in- 


compatible in the same nation, which indeed they were, 


England, acting on this principle, leagued all the nations 
of Europe to destroy republicanism in France, and what 
were the consequences ? "The sacrifice of millions of lives, 

_ misery and suffering too great for description, and the en- 
tailment of a load of debt that has been and will continue to 


be for all time a millstone around the necks of the laboring. 


classse of that.country. 

What but this intolerance of opinions and institutions op- 
posed to their own, and which we assume are endangered 
by the existence of others, caused all the religious wars and 

_ persecutions of the past ? ; 

But granting that there was in the peculiar and excep. 
tional condition of the Israelitish nation a necessity for kill- 
ivg the Women among their captives, could any circum- 


stances justify killing the “little ones 2” And on what plea: 
other than the right’ of the conqueror and the practice of. 


savage men could the appropriation of the maidens be justi- 
fied ? All this we hav been told by Christians before ; and 
were no claim urged for divine approbation of the Israelitish 
_ nation, and for the divine sanction of its leader and of its 
records, the ples could be received, and the criticism placed 
on historical grounds as on the acts of other nations, 

But Prof. Adler discredits and flouts that claim equally 
with Paine. On what grounds then does he object to 
Paine's criticism of the command in question ? 


But & still more atrocious utterance in the same discourse 
jg the declaration that tbere is a point at which toleration 
ceases to be a virtue, or, to quote his own words, as near as 
I can recollect them, ‘‘ We will tolerate no opinions or 
practices that tend to impair the integrity of the family or 
to subvert the monogamic marriage system.” 


It was not generally known before, and will scarcely be 
believed now, that any one except the Pope of Rome 
claimed infallibility for the opinions held by himself or by 
his church. But this utterance of the President of the Free 
Religious Association, which in truth is but a bolder an- 
nouncement of a doctrine frequently taught of late in the 
columns of the Zndez, will place the matter beyond dispute. 


Ii wil be news to Liberals of every school of thought that 


a finality has been reached in any matter relating to the so- 
cial condition of.mankind. It was not before believed that 
in the present state of knowledge any man was competent 
to assign a limit to the law of evolution in the realm of soci: 
ology. 
ception of an infallible God was outgrown, no other infalli- 


bility, either of opinion or institution, would be set up in 


its place. 


* No toleration for any relation of the sexes, or any 
theories converning the-same, which (in the opinion of some 
Christians and conservative Liberals) tend to subvert the 
monogamic marriage system!’ What an assumption hav 


we here ! ‘An institution that had its inception in feudalism, 


and was conceived in the interest of property, and not of 
morality, and which is sought to be retained now in the 
same interest; an institution that previous to taking the 
monogamic form had passed through four other distinct 
phases, is now declared to be a finality, and that in the face 
of the fact that it has never become universal, and that its 
defects are so great wherever it prevails in its entirety—as 
in France—as to be the cause of immorality rather than its 


conservator. . 

"France," says Dumas in his late work in favor ef 
divorce, a question now being agitated in that couniry, *' is 
the most immoral nation in Europe, and it is to its indisso- 
luble marriage system to which it is to be attributed "~a 


system which has ever prevailed in that country, except 


during the time of the first republic, and which was estab. 
lished by the Roman Cathclic church, whose clergy there 
and everywhere are its most determined advocates and 
~ defenders. This charge now, not made for the first time, is 
fully proved by Dumas, and can be verified by the experi- 
ence of every Country where it has prevailed unmodified by 
divorce laws; aud just to the extent that the system has been 
so modified to suit it to the changing conditions of our mod- 


ern civilization has it become a conservator rather than a 


cause of crime and immortality. 


But let ug submit this retrograde doctrine of no toleration 


for differences of opinion and practice in the sexual rela- 


tions to a crucial test. 

‘CA rule" that won’t ' work both ways" is generally 
conceded to be prima facie unsound. How will these two 
utterances of Prof. Adler stand this test ? l 

Bupposing that the monogamic system should be in a 
measure supplanted by either a return to polygamy, to 
the institution of the associative or complex family, or to a 
greatly modified form of monogamy. How would the Pro- 
fessor like the application of his no-toleration doctrine 
when he was in the minority, and when power aud influence 
were in the hands of those whom he now will not tolerate? 

If a people is justified in killing and exterminating anoth- 
er people whose institutions are deemed to be subversive of 
its own, on what grounds could the Professor object to 
the extermination of Monogamists when the wheel of for- 
tune, or evolution should bring other institutions into power, 
even granting them not to be as good and pure as those they 
would subvert ? i 

Such an indorsement of the pet institution of the church 
by Liberals is unfortunate, to say the least ; for although it 
does no: follow tuat everything taught by the church must 
necessarily be false, yet the presumption is that it is 80; 
and until the doctrines there taught, and the institutions 
founded, on them hav received other indorsement than a 
“thus saith the Lord,” it should be a cause of alarm and 
distrust for a Liberal to find himself in accord wilh any 


On the contrary, it was hoped that when the con- 


doctrines, sccial or otherwise, of which the church has been 
for any length of time the expounder and advocate. 

And it is especially unfortunate for the cause of construct- 
ive Liberalism that these retrograde doctrines should hav 
emanated from.a representative of the Free Religious move- 
ment. . 

Many Liberals were just beginning to feel the necessity 
of replacing the old with something better, and were in a 


fair way to conquer their prejudices against the word 


"religion," and to realize that it was the misconception 
&nd abuse of the thing, and not the thing itself, which they 
hated; and thus all that was required was to dissociate the 
word from its bad associations in the past, and that by sub- 
stituting science for its basis, and humanity for its object 
and inspiration, it would become as potent for good as in 
the past it has in the service of superstition been for evil. 

But now in the name of religion once more comes a justi- 
fication of acts opposed to human brotherhood, and detri- 
mental to human well-being, together with an advocacy 
of doctrines that estop evolution and progress ina direction 
most vital to human happiness. 

Such retrograde teaching can hav no other result than to 
strengthen the church and retard the growth of constructive 
Liberalism, and keep Freethought forever in the dismal 
swamp of mere negation. . 

It is most unfortunate for the cause that auch teachers 
ever emerged from the church, or, having emerged, that 
they could not hav freed themselves from the thraldom of 
its social as well as its theological errors. 

New York, Feb. 1, 1880. Hues Byron Brown. 
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(From the New York Truth. 
A Congressional Libel. 


In the Winter of 1877-8 a petition was sent to Congress 
requesting the repeal of the statute known as Comstock's 
Postal laws. This petition was signed by over 70,000 people, 
among whom Were many of our most respectable citizens. 
The leader in the movement was Col, R. G. Ingersoll, than 
whom a purer man does not liv to-day. To a:sert:that Col. 
Ingersoll and those who joined him jin the petition were advo- 
cates of indecency, obscenity, or lewdness, is to be guilty of 
the basest and most wanton libel. And yet that is precisely 
what was done by the Committee on Revision of the Laws, 
to whom this petition was referred. They made an adverse 
report, in which they said : 

‘In the opinion of your committee, the post-office was 
not established to carry instruments of vice or obscene 
writings, indecent pictures, or lewd books." 

Here is a positive insinuation that Ingersoll and his fel- 
low-petitioners sought to open the mails to the transmission 
of bawdy publications. The committee knew full well that 
that was not the purpose of the petition, or the desire of its 
signers ; acd the introduction into the report of such a foul 
and slandefous charge upon the moral purity of men like 
Ingersoll can be attributed only to the Jesuitical character 
of Anthony Comstock’s society, whose insidious agencies 
enter the grand jury room, the jury box, the prosecutor’s 
office, the judge’s bench, and even into the White House 
and the halls of Congress. i 

This petition was made and presented in the interest of 
free discussion ; and had the laws whose repeal was asked 
been enforced and administered as they read, no necessity 
or desire for it would ever hav arisen. But, owing to the 
growth of religious free thought in this country and 
England, an English Society for the Suppression of Vice 
was organized. Openly, its purpose was what its name 
implies ; secretly, however, its object was to stamp out 
Infidelity. Soon after, a similar society, with identical 
objects, was organized here. 

The English Society first revealed its aim by prosecuting 
Charles Bradlaugh and Annie Besant, two leading Infidels 
of Great Britain, against neither of whom the breath of 
scandal had ever been raised. . They published a book that 
can be had at any book-store, which advocated a limitation 
to the propagation of the human race. No instructions 
were given by which such a result might be accomplished ; 
it was a pure, honest discussion of a subject that interests 
every man ; about which every thinking man has an opin- 
ion ; upon which there is a wide division of sentiment ; and 
which every man has a right to discuss upon the platform 
or through the press. 

And for publishing this book Mr. Bradlaugh and Mrs, 
Besant, both of whom detest lewdness and obsoenity. be- 
yond the capacity of a low, salacious mind like that' of 
Anthony Comstock to comprehend, were convicted. This 
modern society of Jesuits had already brought under their 
influeuce at least one judge and one jury panel in England. 
It will be observed that while the prosecution was ostensi- 
uly for publishing obscenity, it was really for Infidelity. 
First, because the book was not obscene within any fair 
definition of the word ; and, second, because none but Infi- 
dels were prosecuted, although many others gold it. 

In this country, the real motives of the society were not 
openly developed until recently, although, by threats made 
to newsdealers, the circulation of Freethought literature, 
notably Ingersoll’s “Gods,” was greatly impeded. By a 
series of prosecutions against men who were charged with 
dealing in the vile stuff that is really contemplated by the 
statute, the society acquired a power that it could never hav 
commanded as an' avowed enemy of Infidelity. Judges 
were brought into confidential relations with it ; a prosecut- 


ing officer at the center of commerce in the country became 


an active member ; influential citizens, who are selected for 
jurors, were secured for its purposes ; the President's influ- 
ence was acquired by one of the holiest ties, and members 
of Congress became its bliad and zealous advocates. The 
language of the statute was expanded by judicial construc- 
tion to embrace many standard publications and honest dis- 
cussions, That the sweeping character of these definitions 


may be understood, we assert, and are able to show, that, 
if a man were indicted for mailing a copy of the Bible, and 
the same rulings were applied to it that are applied to other 
publications, no jury could escape a verdict of guilty with- 
out flying in the face of the court’s instructions. Who 
wrote, or who published the book is immaterial ; for what 
purpose it was written, or what are its objects or uses, is set 
aside ; and whether, as a whole, it is a proper publica- 
tion, is not allowed to be discussed. The prosecutor selects 
oue or more passages, and the jury are not allowed to con- 
sider any other. : 

With precedents like these, and agencies at work in all 
the places of power, the American Society felt strong 
enough to open their batteries upon the real objects of their 
attack, early in 1878, and in their annual report of that year 
announced their purpose as follows : 

** Another class of publications issued by Freelovers and 
Fresthinkers, is in a fair way of being stamped out. The 
public generally cau scarcely be aware of the extent that 
blasphemy and filth commingled hav found vent through 
these channels. Under a plausible pretense, men who raise 
a howl about ‘free press,’ ‘free speech,’ ete., ruthlessly 
trample under feet the most sacred things, breaking down 
the altars of religion, bursting asunder the ties of home, and 
seeking to overthrow every social restraint.” ; 


The principal publication alluded to in this quotation was 
** An Open Letter to Jesus Christ,” written and nublished 
by a Freethought publisher named Bennett, In the preced- 
ing November, Bennett had been arrested for this, upon the 
pretended ground that it was obscene. The only possible 
approach to what some minds peculiarly constituted might 
Call obscene, was a digcussion of the immaculate concep . 
tion, And as one side of this question is discussed in the 
pulpit, and drilled into the minds of little children at Bun- 
day-school, it is difficult to understand how a discussion of 
the other side for the consideration of adults oan be inde. 
cent. 

This was the position of the Society for the Suppression 
of Vice when Col. Ingersoll and his supporters petitioned 
for a repeal of the laws under which it acted. They made 
no such a petition until the laws were deliberately 
perverted to the suppression of Freethought and honest 
discussion. H : 

Col. Ingersoll did not want the “ post-office to carry 
instrumenta of vice, or obscene writings, or indecent pic- 
tures," nor does Zruth, But he objected, as we do, to mak- 
ing literary censors of this society, or its agents, either on 
or off the bench. 

The laws are obnoxious, not alone because they allow 
trials in federal courts that ought to be had in the state 
courts, but also because in their present shape they are 
instruments of oppression in the hands of a Jesuitical 
society. They are not objectionable because they prohibit 
the publication of obscenity. 


ec 


[From the Boston Investigator.] 
The Imprisonment of D. M. Bennett. 


Mr. Enprror: Considering} the Boston Investigator the 
sterling free paper of these United States, I offer you a few 
plain thoughts on the imprisonment of Mr. D. M. Bennett, 
I hav always thought that individual liberty was the princi- 
pal object of our fathers in laying the foundation of our 
government deep and strong ; I now see that the action of 
our government Officials is anything but liberty, and instead 
of my comparatively bold and sober treatment, the impris. 
onment of Mr. Bennett deserves rather the pitiless exposure 
and the measureless anger and red-hot steel courage of every 
American freeman. 

But I leave untold its darkest details, and waiving every 
other consideration, I rest solely and squarely on the gen- 
eral indignity and injury this action vffers to individual 
liberty. I claim that to imprison an editor of a public jour- 
nal and aubject him to public contempt, solcly because he 
has committed an act which no one can declare criminal, 
without declaring aZ lovers of mental liberty criminals, ig 
to affix a penalty to Freethought and to distrust the freedom 
of letters. I declare tbis act of the imprisonment of our 
aged friend the audacious captain of a series of acts and a 
style of tyranny whose tendency and effect throughout this 
broad land is to dwarf and degrade the epirit ot manhood, 
and to make free men and great men impossible, except 
under pains of martyrdom. As such, I arraign it before 
every Liberal and thoughtful mind. I denounce it as a 
sinister precedent here, as a ban upou the free action of 
genius, as a logical insult to all commanding literature. 

Differences of opinion thero may and must be upon the 
topic, but upon the act itself there can be none. I call upon 
every scholar, every man of letters, every editor, every un- 
trammeled man and good fellow everywhere, who wields 
the pen, to make common Cause with us in visiting upon it 
the full tempest of condemnation this act deserves. 

I remember Tennyson, a spirit of vengeance over the des- 
ecrated grave of Moore ; I remember Scott rolling back the 
tide of obloquy from the grave of Byrou ; and if there livs 
aught of that old chivalry of lettera which in all ages has 
sprung to the succor and defense of genius, I summon it to 
act the part of honor and duty on a wrong which, done to 
a single member of the great confraternity of literature, is 
done to all, and which flings insult and menace upon every 
page that dares transcend the black heart and conceited 
brains. 

I address this letter to every reader of the Investigator, 
and also to every one who guards the freedom of thought 
and liberty of speech throughout this land of ours. Arouse, 
freemen, and may it not bein vain that upon this outrage we 
invoke the judgment of the mighty spirit of literature and 
the fires of every honest heart of both man and womau ! 

Winchester, i, Jao, 28,. 1880, Í W. A. D, H. 
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aud Britton, upon invitation, went out there to help *' sup- 
press.” But unfortunately Britton got drunk and spent too 
much time with abandoned women. He thereby got into 
trouble with the officers of the law. The ''suppressor"^ 
was arrested and was likely to be suppressed himself, and 
Anthony had to go to his relief. "Then it was that the val- 
orous suppressor, Anthony, drew his revolver in the court 
room, and, brandishing it in a most alarming manner, took 
his * man Friday ” forcibly off to the depot. Those were 
brave deeds, and it is such that makes Howard love An- 
thory. But it cannot be lost sight of that Anthony is to be 
adored most of all, and eternally to be thanked for getting 
Bennett into the penitentiary and preventing the President 
from granting a pardon. For that manly and victorious 


deed Howard will never cease to swear by him and defend : 


him. How could he do less when the feat is worth $5,000,- 
000,000 to the cause of godly suppression ? 

i would willingly giv a minute and a half's earnings to 
know which the Rev. Howard Crosby, D.D., LL.D., A.88., 
etc., etc., really loves the most sincerely, Anthony or Jesus. 
It may be “six of one and half a dozen of the other." I 
can only say that if he loves Jesus as devotedly as he does 
Anthony, it is quite sufficient. He will surely be saved. 
But I fear Jesus does not reciprocate the love, that ke does 
‘nat love either of them with intensity. I do not cherish a 
doubt ; I don't see how he can &nd be consistent. If I were 
Jesus myself, I fear I could not love them well enough to 
save them. I would Jet them take the lowest seat in h—l. 
I believe Jesus likes me to-day better than he does them— 
that is, if he likes anybody—and for the reason thatI am an 
honester man than they are. I don’t advocate deceit and 
falechood ; I &on't wish to harm anybody, and I try to dis- 
chergc my duty towards my fellow-beings honestly and 
faithfully. I don't want to bring trouble upon any one. 


Yes, I candidly believe that if Jeaus should happen 
along in this part of the world, just the same sort of person 
he was eighteen hundred and fifty years ago—plain, humble, 
and unpretending—he would call upon me, at THE TRUTH 
BEEXER office, or even visit me here in prison, and ask me 
to go a fishing with him, or to take a ride on the water, be- 
fore he would call upon Howard at his residence, or go into 
his splendid church, or call upon Anthony at 150 Nassau 
street. Yes, I honestly belleve the old-fashioned Jesus 
would rather look over THE TRUTH SEEKER and inquire 
how the peper was doing than to hear Howard preach one 
of his best sermons, If he wanted any '' suppressing ” done 
in the most unfeeling manner he might call upon them, but 
not otherwise. He did not, however, exhibit the suppress- 
ing disposition when he lived in Palestine, and I don't be- 
lieve he would now were he to come again. "True, his church 
for centuries has been a persistent suppressor, but it did not 
receive the instructions from him to be 80. Iam willing to 
venture fifteen minutes of my earnings that there is this day 
more resemblance between Jesus and myself than between 
Howard and Jesus, and I will, my readers, leave it with you 
to decide, Let us look into the matter for a few minutes: 


1. Jesus was born in humble life. So was I. 
2. He is said to hav learned a trade when young. So did I, 
8. He is claimed to hav used the saw and jack-plane. So 
hav I. 
4 He did not follow his trade when he became a man. 
Neither did 1. 
5. He took up the avocation of a teacher. 
6. He was fond of speaking in parables. 
(Inquire of Comstock, Bundy, and Abbot.) 
7, He was an Infidel to what was the orthodoxy of his 
day. Soaml. 
8. His doctrines were unpopular with the high and the 
proud of the nation. So are mine. $ 
9. But he spoke what he honestly believed to be truth, 
however unpopular. $0 do I. 
. 10. He wrote once in the sand. I wrote several times on 
paper. His was the easier rubbed out. 
11, He was rather partial to the opposite sex. So am I, 
19. He never held any improper connection with females 
(not as anybody knows of).  '''Them's my sentiments.” 
18, “Jesus wept.” So hav I. 
14. He had very little of this world’s goods. So hav I. 
15. He sometimes did not know where his next dinner 
was coming from. I hav beeu in the same predicament. 
16. He was not proud, haughty, nor aristocratic. Nei- 
ther am I, 
17, He was the friend of publicans and sinners. So am I, 
i8. He wished to do injustice to none. Neither do I. 
19. He tried to do the best he could under the circum- 
stances. Bo do I. f 
20. He was fond of going fishing, and strolling around 
the country, and resorting to the woods. I used to be when 
I was a boy, and would again if I did not hav so much else 
to attend to. 
91, He had no particular veneration for the Sabbath. 
Neither hav I. 
22. He \iked truth better than deceit and falsehood. So 
do I. | 
23. He favored a marriage ceremony with his presence. 
So hav I. 
24. He turned water into wine. 
and can again. 
25. He cured the sick and lame. So hav I. 
26. He said, “ Blessed are the merciful,” and ‘‘ Blessed 
are the peacemakers.” I second the motion. 


So did I. 
I wrote letters. 


I hav done the same, 


27. He once got angry and cursed a fig tree. I once lost 
my temper and swore at a hemlock. 
28, He had a band of trusty, faithful friends. So hav I. 


29. He had a great number of mean and bitter enemies. 
So hav I.  , 

30. The chief priests, the scribes, and the Pharisees were 
his worst enemies, Ño they aro mine. 


` 81. They complained of him to the authorities, and got |in a republican form of gcvernment. I never aspired to be 


him into trouble. They hav done the same by me. 
32 There was a false, black-hearted detective who be- 
trayed him; his name was Judas. Mine was Anthony. 


38, Judas got thirty pieces of silver from the self-right- 


eous priests for his meanness. 
pieces every year. 
34. Judas did one good deed; he hung 
thony ought to do the same. 
35. The religious bigots caused Jesus to be arrested. So 
they did me. r 
| `86. Many false charges were made against him. So there 
were against me.  — 
37. They hated him because he told the truth. So they 
do me. : : 
88. They accused him of blasphemy. So they did me. 
39. They made the false charges of sedition and disloyal- 
i ty against him. With me it was obscenity. 
40, He was condemned on a false pretext. 
| 41. He had a most unfair trial. So had I. 
| 42. He wasreviled, insulted, and imposed upon. So was I. 
' 48. His judge ruled against him and decided against him 
most unjustly. So did mine. 
: 44, He was cruelly deprived of his dearest rights. So was I. 
: 45. He was sent to execution. I was sent to prison (two 
thousand years in time make a great difference). 
46. He had a thief on each side. I hav hundreds around 
me on all sides. T 
47. He suffered as a martyr to freedom of thought and 
.action. fo dol. 


Anthony gets four thousand 


himself. An- 


So was I. 


the world. So hav mine. 

49. He rose again. So will I. 

50. His sayings and teachings were remembered long 
after he died. I hope mine will be. 


There are fifty points of resemblance between us two dis- 
tinguished individuals, besides about as many more that I 
won't name till next time. "There are doubtless some peo- 
ple in the country who are not aware that Jesus and Ben- 
nett were so much alike. That comes from not reading THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. Verily, verily, I say unto you, unless ye 
read THE TRUTH SEEKER ye will tarry in the tents of ig- 
norance. s ` 


It is but fair to state, however, that though we are so very 
much alike, there are some few points of dissimilarity. I 
will name a few of them. 


1. There was a very remarkable event attending the be- 
getting of Jesus. There was not in my case. 

2. He was said to be the descendant of a king by the way 
of his stepfather. I did not descend from a king in any 


.| woman. 


way. lhad no stepfather to descend from. 

3. Astounding predictions were said to hav been made of 
his advent some seven hundred years before it took place. 
There was nothing of that kind in my case that I ever 
heard of, 

4. His father was never seen by any person. 
of people saw my father, 

5. Jesus never got married. I did, once. 

6. It is not known that Jesus toiled much with his hands, 
I hav been a hard worker. i 

7. Jesus was annoyed a good deal by the devil. I never 
Was. 

8. The devil was said to hav tempted Jesus severely. I 
don’t think he did me. 

9. The devil carried him up on to the pinnacle, as well as 
"on the top of a high mountain. He never did me. 

10. Jesus did not kill the devil, his father’s deadly enemy 
and the bitter foe of the human race, when his death would 
hav been an immense benefit to both. I would hav done 
it sure. : : 

11. Jesus is said to hav obtained a view at that time of all 
the kingdoms and lands of the earth. I never hav been 
able to see anything on the opposite side of the globe. In 
fact my Vision has never extended but about forty miles 
on the surface of the earth in any direction. 

12. Jesus cast out a great many devils—seven out of one 
I never was successful in that line. 

18. He is said to hav brought a dead man to life after his 
body began to decompose. I never tried to do that, and 
don't believe I could if I should try a hundred times. 

14. He is said to hav walked on the water. I never could 
successfully unless it was frozen. : 

15. According to nearly all the pictures of him that I hav 
seen, he parted his hair in the middle and wore a halo over 
his head. I do not. ^ 

16. He advised his followers to make no provision for 
to-morrow or next week. Ido not approve of the doctrine. 
It is death to all enterprise and thrift. If carried out in all 
cases it would reduce the world to a terribly bad condition. 

17. He taught if a man's eye troubled him, like being in- 
flamed, to pluck it out. I regard it as poor advice. It 
would be better to cure it and keep it in. The same will 
apply to his advice to cut off one's hand if it was lame, or 
sore, or had offended. I don't believe in chopping off any 
part of our bodies. sn : 

18. Jesus said, ‘‘ If à man takes your coat giv him your 
cloak also." I cannot recommend the principle. It isa 
reward for crime that should never be given. That theory 
carried out to the full would make some of the convicts 
in this prison very rich men. 

19. When Jesus made his grand entry into Jerusalem he 
sent one of his attendants to take a man's ass without ask- 


Thousands 


ing the permission of the owner. I would not hav done it. 


I would sooner hav gone afoot, even if the show were far 
less imposing. 


48, His persecutors disgraced themselves in the eyes of 


a ruler; no, not even a constable. 

21. Jesus said, ‘‘ If a man smite the one cheek, turn the 
other to him also.” I would not do it. I would sooner giv 
the blow right back to the fellow. 

22, Jesus did net take much interest in this world. I do. 
Ithink more of it than any world I know anything about. 

23. Jesus believed that Jonah lived three days in the 
stomach of a fish. Idonot. My faith don't hold out that 
far. à 

24. It is claimed for Jesus that he had the power to save 
himself from a painful, ignominious death and would not 
exercise it. I would hav taken the opposite course. 

26. He showed a disposition to send those who would not 
believe what they could not in any way, to everlasting 
misery. Ihav not that disposition. 

There, those are the principal points I think of just now 
wherein Jesus and I widely differ. But it will be seen that 
we are alike in twice as many points as we disagree in. So 
I am just twice as much like him as unlike him. 

But how is it with Howard? Wherein are he and Jesus 
alike? Wait a minute ; let me think. Is there anything 
they agree in? Hav they any sentiments, dispositions, or 
characteristics in common? No, I cannot think that they 
hav. Ifthey are alike in anything I cannot think what it 
is except in the one thing of sending people to hell for not 
believing.. It occurs to me, however, that they differ in 
several little particulars, some of which I will mention. 


1. Howard is popular among the rich and proud ones of 
the earth. Jesus was not. 

2. Howard is paid a large salary for delivering two ser- 
mons in a week. Jesus taught nearly all the time free 
gratis for nothing. i 

8. Howard has a splendid church to preach in and a fine 
mansion for himself and family. Jesus generally had to 
preach out in the highways or in the wilderness, and he 
said he even had not a place whereon to lay his head. 

4, Howard is imperious and haughty. Jesus was not. 

5. Howard wears fine broadcloth and linen. Jesus did 
not. 

6. Howard has titles at both ends of his name, 
neither. 

7.. Howard is Chancellor of a fashionable, aristocratic, 
institution, Jesus never was. 

8. Howard is a great “ Doctor of Divinity." Jesus was 
not. | 

9. Howard is a great ** Doctor of Laws." Jesus was not. 

10. Howard is a man of extensive learning. There is no 
reason to suppose Jesus was. 

11. Howard runs a suppression society to crush the rights 
Of others. Jesus did nothing of the kind. 

12. Howard lays traps and snares to decoy the unsuspect- 
ing. Jesus would hav scorned anything so base. 

18. Howard accuses others falsely. Jesus never did. 

14. Howard approves of depriving others of their liberty 
and their rights. Nothing could hav been further from 
Jesus. 

15. Howard goes with the popular current and acts with 
the majority. Jesus was always in a small, unpopular 
minority. 

16. Howard shows a fiendish disposition to stamp on an 
unfortunate, ill-used, old man, already bound and prostrate. 
Jesus never did, and never could be mean enough to do a 
thing so vile. . 

17. Howard trims his sails to catch the popular breeze, 
and is very fond of the homage of men. Jesus was totally 
different. = 

18. Howard is a Pharisee and a great friend to the Phari- 
sees. Jesus was diametrically the opposite of this. . 

‘19, Howard stands up among his brethren and defends 
deceit and falsehood. Jesus would hav died before doing 
that. 

20. Howard thus seta a very bad example to young men. 
Jesus would not. 

21. Howard hob-nobs with arrant hypocrites, Jesus did 
not. 

22. Howard is a worldly man, Jesus was a heavenly man, 

23. Howard apologizes for villainy in others. Jesus would 
not. 

24, Howard likes Anthony Comstock. Jesus does not, 
never did, and never will. I am very sure of that, and am 
willing to risk my money on it. But I will say this: if I 
ever learn it for certain that Jesus has taken Anthony into 
his friendship and company, I will immediately look up 
another hote}, even if I hav to take a common boarding- 
house. I would rather be in hell with decent people than 
to be in heaven with Comstock. But he’ll never see heaven; 
there’s no danger of that. 


Jesús had 


There are numerous other points wherein Jesus and 
Howard are the very antipodes of each other, It is need. 
less, however, to mention them all now. 1 hav said enough 
to show that Jesus and myself are far more alike than Jesus 
and Howard, or Howard and myself, And I will repeat 
what I said before, that were it possible for Jesus to come 
back here and be just as he used to be, I believe he would 
keep my company far quicker than Howard's. I don't 
believe Jesus entertains the least bit of ill-will towards me 
while Howard hates me with intensity. He denounces me 
in public and private; he accuses me falsely, and he virtu- 
ally drove a man from his house with whom ne had for years 
been on friendly terms, simply because he spoke and acted 
in.my defense. f 

Howard boasts of his love for Jesus, and it is his principal 
stock in trade ; but I believe it to be all a sham, and a part 
of the system of deceit and falsehood which he advocates, 
He loves Jesus just as much as Comstock does, and that it 


20. He was ambitious and a monarchist. He aspired to} not as much as a pinch of snuff. They both love the money 
be a prince and a king, and recognized the rights of kings) and power they hav acquired and can retain by shouting for 
to rule over their fellow-men. I do not believe iu kings, but | Jesus and pretending to follow him'; but as true as the gun 
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shines in the heavens they neither love nor follow the hum- 
. ble, lowly, despised, persecuted Galilean. They are as 
unlike as light and darkness, 


T'il tell you, my friends, whom Howard Crosby likes, 
whom he resembles, and whom he follows, and that is John 
Calvin. He is & disciple of John Calvin. He believes in 
Calvin's theology and teaches it. Yes, he is vastly more 
like Calvin tham like Jesus. You know something about 
what kind of a man Calvin was. Let me refresh your mem. 
ories a little. Calvin was a close student. He studied Latin, 
Greek, theology, and other branches of learning. He wasa 
Doctor of Divinity, and doctored it very extensively. - He 
was also a ‘‘ Doctor of Laws," and the titles of D.D. and 
LL.D, were conferred upon him. He intended at first to 
practice law for a profession, but concluded later to pursue 
theology. He became a teacher of theology at Geneva, and 
ultimately acquired great power there, not only in the church 
but in the administration, laws, and the courts. He was 
imperious and overbearing in style, and vindictive and mer- 
ciless toward those who had the temerity to oppose his views, 
As his power increased he bitterly persecuted and crushed, 
even unto death, several of his unfortunate victims. He 
kad not the slightest sympathy for those in distress, in 
prison, or in trouble. He employed spies, and used a sys- 
tem of espoinage much the same as Crosby uses and 
approves. He drove from Geneva an excellent man named 
Castalio, who, afterward, on the point of starvation in 
Berne, appealed to Calvin for a little aid. With the spirit 
of a fignd Calvin falsely charged him with theft. The poor 
man finally died of hunger, and his family was reduced to 
extreme misery. This man had dared to disagree with some 
of Calvin’s views. Bishop Spalding, in his ‘‘ History of 
the Reformation,” in speaking of Calvin, says: ‘‘ Whoso- 
ever opposed Calvin, whether in religion or politics, was 
hunted down, and his blood was sought at his instigation. 
He never forgave a personal injury. In regard to his ene- 
mies, he was as watchful asa tiger preparing to pounce upon 
ita prey, and as treacherous.” He showed his mercilessness 
toward a class of dissenters called Faquins. He wrote of 
them to the Marquis Ge Poet thus: “Do not hesitate to rid 
the country of those fanatical fellows who, in their conver- 
sation, seek to excite the people against us, who blacken 
our conduct, and would fain make our belief pass as a 
revery. Such monsters ought to be strangled, as I did in 
the execution of Michael Servetus.” This is from Calvin’s 
own pen, and how like it is to the way Howard Crosby feels 
toward niyself and other unbelievers ! 


Calvin showed his utter vindictiveness of character in the 
case of Pierre Ameaux, a member of the Genevan Council. 
At supper, while inflamed with wine, he said some hard 
things about Calvin. The next morning Ameaux Was cited 
before the council for the words he had dared to utter 
against the dictator. He made an apology and said he was 
under the influence of liquor. The council fined him, 
however, thirty thalers,, which was a considerable sum in 
‘those times. But it was not enough to suit the merciless 
Calvin. On hearing of the sentence he donned his doctor's 
dress, entered the hall in an excited condition, and swung 
his arms (much as Crosby did in the meeting where I was 
denounced, and where he lied about me so meanly), and 
demanded, in the name of God whom Ameaux had out- 
raged, and in the name of morals he had sullied, that a pub- 
lic apology should be made in three places in the city by 
the humbled offender. The council yielded. The next day 
Ameaux, half-naked, with a torch in his hand, accused 
himself, in a loud voice, of having knowingly and wickedly 
offended God, and begged pardon of the offended citizens. 

Another man, Henry de Ja Mar, on the same occasion 
spoke a few words against Calvin, and the tyrant must hav 
his revenge upon him also. He sent his spy Texier (a regu- 
lar Comstock sort of a fellow) to dog him and see what he 
could learn. The spy, Under an oath of secresy, obtained 
from La Mar an admission of the words he had spoken 
against Calvin, and then with the same regard for his oath 
that Comstock has, he rushed up to his master, the Rev. 
John ‘Calvin, D.D., LL.D., and reported what he had 
learned. The consequence was Calvin procured La Mar to 
lose a lucrative situation, and be thrown into prison. The 
reason assigned by the judges was that La Mar had blamed 
Mr. Calvin. 

A course equally mean and despicable was pursued by 

' Calvin against Francis Favre, a veteran soldier of the re- 
public and a counsellor of the city. He attended a wed- 
ding where dancing and hilarity were participated in. Cal- 
vin had spies there, as he had on all occasions, and the 
same as Crosby keeps in his employ. They reported that 
Favre had used seditious language (if it Were now, and here, 
it would be termed obscenity). Favre was arrested under a 
charge of ten specifications, the most grievous of which 
was that on being conducted to prison by Calvin’s minions 
he had cried out ‘‘ Liberty ! Liberty ! I would give a thou- 
sand thalers to have a general council.” He was convicted 
and sentenced to beg pardon. He had too much spirit to 
do so, when he had committed no wrong; and upon this 
he was thrown into prison, where he lay several weeks, and 
was only released upon urgent solicitation of a deputation 
from Berne. This was the conduct of Rev. John Calvin 
D.D., LL.D., of whom Howard Crosby is an admiring 
disciple and follower. 

Archbishop Spalding again says: ‘Calvin also sought 
the life of Ami Perrin, the Captain-General of Geneva. 
Perrin's wife had been guilty of dancing in the territory of 
Berne. Calvin sought to entrap Perrin before the Council; 
and he was, in consequence, thrown into prison. Calvin 

' thirsted for his blood. But the people loved Perrin. The 
Council of two hundred assembled to try him for hia life. 
A reaction took place; Perrin was about to. be liberated, 
and Megret (Calvin’s friend) was openly denounced. At 
this juncture Calvin entered the council hall, The people 


received him with cries of ‘ Death to Calvin.’ Calvin waved Sentence of death was passed against an amiable and learned 
his hand (Crosby-like), addressed them and calmed their physician, who, like a dove hunted by hawks; fled to the 
fury ; but he barely succeeded, by his eloquence, in saving , nest of a vulture for safety. For the heinous. offense of 
his life.” '' By his overwhelming influence, however, Cal- | having convictions of his own, and expressing them like an 
vin succeeded in having Perrin afterwards tried, when, | honorable man, he was condemned to be burn! to death by a 
though his life was spared, he was deprived of the place of ; slew fire. The fire was made of green oak and burned very 
captain-general. | 8lowly, 80 that the wretched victim wag doomed to unnec- 


There is probably no more learned writer in this coun- esearily suffer for many hours the acute agony of the most 
try than Archbishop Spalding of Baltimore, who penned cruel of deaths. The poor man's cries and shrieks were 
the above, quoting the very best authors and historians, | Most pitiful. He begged for a speedy death that his tor- 
like Audin, Beza, and others. Here is what he says ; Ments might be over, but this reasonable request was 
about Calvin's murder of poor James Gruet: ' Who will | fiendishly denied him, and the sufferer’s agonies were 
not be stricken with horror on reading of the cold-blooded 'PeYond deseription. Calvin in writing to a friend coldly 


cruelty with which he hunted down and compassed the | Said of his victim, ‘‘ He bellowed after the manner of a 


death of poor Gruet, the poet! This unfortunate man was | Spaniard—‘ mercy, mercy!” 
accused of having fixed a placard on Calvin’s pulpit at! 
St. Peter’s church, in which the reformer was severely han- | 
dled. He was apprehended, and his papers seized. Among , 
these, consisting of nothing but loose sheets, were found | 
some scraps of poetry and other fugitive pieces, which were i 
tortured into heresy and treason, He was applied with 
torture by Calvin’s creature, Colladon, every day for a! 
whole month. They wished him to implicate Favre or. 
Perrin; but, though he cried out in agony of torture, ‘Finish | 
me, I beseech you! I am dying! he remained firm and 
would not accuse them, The Council pronounced sentence | 
of death upon him. Among the charges against him, the | 
principal were that he had endeavored to ruin the authority | 
of the consistory; that he had menaced the ministers, and 
spoken ill of Calvin; and that he had conspired with the 
king of France against the safety of Calvin and the state. 
Gruet died on the scaffold. But Calvin was not yet satisfied; 
he wished that Gruet's writings should be condemned, and 
he himself drew up a long form of condemnation of them, 
which was approved by the Council Calvin alone is 
responsible for the blood of Gruet; it still cries aloud to 
heaven against him," 

How easily could the same charges be made against me, 
and with equal justice! How gladly, too, Crosby and Com- 
stock would hav me tortured and executed in the same way 
that their captain, Calvin, wreaked his vengeance upon poor 
Gruet! They would undoubtedly quickly do: so had they 
the same power to wield.that Calvin had. Benedict is will- 
ing enough, but his power, thanks to the spread of civiliza- 
tion and general intelligence, is not equal to that of the 
father of Presbyterianism, Congregationalism, and Calvin- 
istic Methodism. 

Icannot take the space to describe Calvin's mean and 
tyrannous treatment of Bolsec, of Gentilis, of Berthellier, : 
and numerous others; but it was heartless, merciless, and 
damnable in the extreme, and bespoke most unmistakably 
thé blood-thirsty conduct of a flend incarnate. I will, how- 
ever, quote what the archbishop says of the horrible murder 
of Michael Servetus by Calvin, as condensed from two 
chapters of Audin’s history : . 


“Ist. Servetus was burned on the 27th of ‘October, 1553, 
but as early as 1546—seven years previously—Calvin had 
thirsted for his blood, as appears from these words taken 
from his famous letter to Farel, written in that year. ‘If 
he (Servetus) comes here (to Geneva), and my authority be 
considered, I will not permit him to escape with his life." 


“2d. Pursuing this blood-thirsty purpose, he had de- 
nounced Servetus to the police of Lyons, where he then was. 
And when he (Servetus) had fled to Vienne he very nar- 
rowly escaped—probably with the connivance of the Cath- 
olic clergy of Vienne—from the prison to which he had 
been consigned, at the instigation of officers sent in quest 
of him, in consequence of his denunciation by Calvin’s 
agents at Lyons. 


“3d. When Servetus, fleeing from his enemies, passed 
through Geneva, Calvin denounced and had him arrest- 
ed, against all the Jaws of both God and man. For 
Servetus was a stranger, Only passing through Geneva; and 
he was not responsible to the Genevan tribunals for a crime 
which he had not committed within the Genevan terri- 
tory; aud this, even supposing heresy to be a crime pun- 
ishable by the civil laws. 

t 4th, Though Servetus was a poor stranger, and though 
he begged for counsel to defend him, that right, not denied 
even to the meanest culprit, was refused him at the instance 
of Calvin. i 

“5th, After Servetus had lain in prison five weeks, a 
victim of disease and devoured by vermin, he wrote to the | 
Council stating his situation and begging for a change of' 
licen. The counsel wished to grant his request, but Calvin . 
opposed it, and he succeeded, "Three other letters written | 
during the following week from prison, in which Servetus : 
begged for counscl and asked that the charges against him | 
shculd be specified and made known to him, were an-, 
swered by—silence. ‘ 

‘6th. When, on the morning of his execution, Servetus i 
sent for Calvin and begged his pardon, if he had offended | 
him, Calvin answered with cold-hearted cruelty. We hav | 
seen above how he insulted his tears. 

“Yth. The heartless cruelty of the minister Farel (Cal. 
vin's teol), who. accompanied Servetus to execution, is 
enough to make one’s blood run cold at the bare reading 
of it. i 

**8th. The year after the execution of Bervetus—1554— j 
Calvin published his famous work on punishing heretics, in 
which he justified the whole proceeding by the authority of , 
scripture." | 

It will ever be remembered that Servetus’ only offense 
was Writing a book called Chrisitanismi Restitutio, in 
which he combated in mild language the doctrine of the 
trinity, The charge against hin was blasphemy, ''Dplas- 
phemy!". Calvin acted the part of accuser, prosecutor, and i 
judge, The court was under his contro], and a conviction. 
was a forgone conclusion, the game. as it was in my case, 


The historian Hallam, in speaking of this damnable blot 
upon human nature, says: ‘‘The death of Servetus has, 
perhaps, as many circumstances of aggravation as any exe- 
cution for heresy that ever took place. One of these, and 
among the most striking, is that he was not the subject of 
Geneva, nor domiciled in the city, nor had the Ohristianismt 
Hestitutio been published there, but at Vienna. According 
to our Jaws and those, I believe, of most civilized nations, 
he was not amenable to the tribunals of the republic." 

This, my readers, was the work of the Rev. John Calvin, 
D.D., LL. D., of whom Howard Crosby isa very close copy 
and disciple; and had he the same power over me to-day 
that his admired leader had over Servetus, there can be no 
question but what I would share a similar fate. And I don't 
know but what à man who is torn from his family, friends, 
and business, and is immured in a prison cell for a year, 
with thousands of the clergy and self-righteous of the land 
reviling him and slandering him, really suffers more, in the 
aggregate, mentally and physically, than he who is put to a 
sudden death, whether by fire or on the cross. By the latter 
modes it is more painful, of course, but it is soon over, 
while the agony of a year's close imprisonment none can 
fully estimate who has not had the misfortune to experience 
it. 
Yes, I repeat it, that the Rev. Howard Crosby, D.D., 
LL.D., is far more like the merciless Rev. John Calvin, 
D.D., LL.D., than he is like the humble, merciful, and long- 
suffering Jesus; and, taking the difference of the times into 
Cousideration, I pronounce him as merciless, as persecuting, 
and as detestable a character as was the man whose religion 
he 80 stoutly upholds. When he (Crosby) said it was worth 
to society $5,000,000,000 for me to be kept im prison one 
year, he lied most egregiously. When he said I was “' the 
leader and defender of the propagators of obscenity,” he 
lied most infamously. He reads from, prays over, and 
thumps every Sunday an old Jewish book that has a thou- 
sand times more obscenity and indecency in it than I am 
imprisoned for mailing. If it is just that I should be here 
on a charge of ‘‘obscenity,” Howard Crosby should be here 
| also. If I am justly sentenced for one year, he ought to be 
sent here for twenty years. 

His proud position and his rich friends will of course 
shield him. He can do about as he pleases; but it is barely 
possible he may stretch his power a little too far, He and 
his man Whitney may play the spy and the blackmailer 
rather more than the intelligent people of New York will 
tamely submit to. These are not exactly the days of John 
Calvin, even though the church has succeeded in getting an 
aged heretic in prison, He and his sneaks, Whitney and 
Comstock, may get more business on hand than they can 
well attend to. A day of retribution may come. It may 
suit him to swear by Anthony Comstock and Whitney; but 
if he would swear by Jesus or by God it might be quite as 


well. 
He acted the part of a clerical bully and slanderer at the 


Obscenity meeting in the Y. M. C. A. hall He was so 
brave as to denounce and revile an unpopular old man who 
was sbsent, who was bound in chains and in prison, simply 
because the old man has the independence to hold his own 
convictions on theology. "Why don't the bigot and braggart 
take somebody near his size and somebody who is free? 
He is Chancellor of the University of the great city of New 
York. Prof. J. W. Draper fills one of the chairs in the 
same university. I believe Prof. Draper’s theological views 
and mine are very Nearly alike, or rather mine are very 
nearly like his. I hav read his “Intelectual Development 
of Europe” and his ‘‘ Conflict Between Religion and Sci- 
ence," I regard them as two of the best books I ever read. 


: My views harmonize with his very closely. Now, if I am 


wroug in my belief, Prof. Draper is wrong also. If 
I ought to be in prison for heresy or blasphemy— 
for that is really what Iam here for—why should he not 
also be prosecuted and sent here? Why should not every- 
body be imprisoned or burnt who don't believe as John Cal- 
vin and Howard Crosby say they must? But, I ask again, 
why don't Crosby pitch into Prof. Draper, who is at least 
his equal, morally, socially, and mentally ? Why not let me 
rest quietly here in prison until my term has expired, and 
direct his darts of venom and hate to Prof. Draper ? 

It, however, he thinks Iam game worthy of his atten- 
tion, I will make him a proposition. If he will wait till I 
again hav the liberty which belongs to me—if he and Com- 
stock will not prosecute me again—and he thinks he can 
Show me that I am in theological error and darkness, I will 
enter into a fair and honorable discussion with him for six 
months, more or less, the same to be published in Tax 
TRUTA SEEKER and in any paper of his own denomination, 
or in any secular paper that he may select. I will pay the 
expense of the printing. I will print every word that he 
may write, verbatim, just au he wishes it, and when it is com- 
pleted I will issue the whole in book form, and furnish him 
with as many copies as he wishes at absolute cost. 

Yes, I go 80 far as to challenge the reverend gentleman to 
this discusion. Let there be a fair contest between Calvin- 

(Continued on page 108.) 
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Religious Instruction for Our Criminals and 
Its Effect upon Them.—Concluded. 


His religion givs him no strength or mauly courage to 
resist the temptations that beset him, adds no new faculties 
to body or mind, improves not in the least his intellect or 


reason, givs no idea of the worth of a moral and upright 


life, but requires a belief in myths and fallacies; therefore 


it is worthless to him here, being calculated only for an 
imaginary future life. 

The convict on leaving prison soon finds he has been 
deluded by the priests, who labor for money, rob him of 
knowledge, doing nothing to improve him here; and the 
Gods upon whom he has been taught to trust fail him, being 
utterly powerless to assist or unwilling to do 8o. Thus he 
is thrown back upon his own individual efforts and self- 
reliance, and can but fail. Having no knowledge whatever 
of self-effort, he will resort to his old methods of living in 
some way upon the earnings of others. 

This is the result of allowing religion to fill the place of 
proper and sensible teaching to our criminals, being the 
experience of thousands in our state yearly, many of whom 
might, with suitable instruction, be restored again to their 
friends and families and to the state as uderol and respected 
citizens. 

Jn this connection it is well to examine the claim of 
these insolent and dogmatic Pharisees of the superiority of 
their religious to natural morality, and the assistance they 
claim to render the state in instructing its criminals. 

It is evident their labors are actuated by selfish motives, 
for the pay received, to be rated as reformers and philan- 
thropists, and to propagate their own religious views and 
spread their religion. 

This is likely to prejudice the mind of the convict in favor 
‘of some form of religion, but is productive of strife, envy, 
and contention that creates inharmony and bitterness 
amongst convicts as with all classes of religionists outside. 
' Reiügious feude, religious injustice, and religious wran- 
glings are the most implacable and realiy hostile elements 
to the peace, prosperity, and high moral elevation of good 
society outside of prisons of anything known; and strange 
it i$ that any person, however religious, should wish to in- 
troduce such an element amongst our most vicious and 
desperate criminals. 

As the laws of the land are not founded upon religion, but 
upon morality, which is a system or practice of moral duties 

„in this life concerning actions and relations toward'each 
Other and our duties to good government, its importance 
and superiority over all religions become obvious to the 
honest citizen, ard for this reason religion should be dis- 
carded because it cannot fill the place of true morality, 


All religions teach some moral precepts, yet none of them 

hav any necessary connection with morality, which ia strict 
rectitude of character; and all religions suffer when com- 
pared with it, they being dependent on belief, not necessi- 
tating uprightness of conduct, saving without honesty and 
a virtuous life, while these constitute the very essence of 
morality and are supericr to any religion in the known 
world. 
: A nation that is moral and just is greatly superior to any 
nation however religious but destitute of moral honesty; 
80 it i8 with individuals, and we can set it down there can 
be nothing better in any individual than morality, and 
nothing better than this can bé required of a convict. 

Religion does not make a person moral in his acts or just 
in his dealings; many of our pious and most religious 
persons outside prisons are the most immoral, deceptive, 
&nd vicious persons to be found, and the remark is often 
heard, and is worth minding, too, that a very religious per- 
gon Will bear careful watching. 

Some of the most noted defaulters, forgers, swindlers, 
aud embezzlers of our day hav been eminently religious, 
having had the best religious instruction from the Sabbath- 
school and the pulpit, hav made long prayers with great 
professions of genuine piety, hav given liberally to support 
indolent priests to teach theology and absurdity, hav spent 
much time in the worship of imaginary gods, given large 
sums of money to help Christianize the heathen, while rob- 
bing the industrious poor of their scanty earnings, 

A)l this has been done while occupying the best social 
positions, with surroundings favorable to integrity and use- 
fulness; yet they hav ruined themselves for this life, beside, 
bringing untold suffering and misery upon thousands of in. 


nocent persons ; all this has been and is now being done by' 


many intelligent and educated religious persons having the 
confidence of the community, supported and strengthened 
by all good people, but use religion as a cloak to conceal 
these great crimes against society. 

You may tell us it was a lack of religion in these persons 
that caused their ruin, but this does not appear; these 
men were pious but not moral; had they been men of 
moral rectitude destitute of piety, they would not hav fal. 
len, but would now be found outside prisons, honorable 
men and useful members of society. 

This shows the inferiority of religion to morality, and if 
it did not save these men while restrained by strong public 
sentiment and religious and mora! influences combined, how 
is it possible to make it beneficial to a convict with his pet- 
ter faculties already stultitied and debised by his past and 
present vices, surrounded by evil influences and low, base, 
and degrading companions, whose power over him is too 
strong for his weak moral nature to resist ? 

If religions, religious beliefs, creeds, dogmas, and all 
gods were banished from our penitentiaries and prisons 
and never brought to the notice of a convict, if he 
were taught natural ‘‘ morality "—that is, honesty, purity, 
justice, benevolence, t:uthfulness, kindness, end all the 
social and mora] virtues; ir he regard the rights of others, 
do right, cease to do wrong, obey the laws, regain his own 
lost manhood, this is all that can be required, and all that is 


-est enemy of this secular government—which is founded on 


necessary, and the only thing that can save him; and all 
this can be the better effected without the introduction of 
religion or religious teaching, as these things can by the 
convict be understood, whereas religion when mixed with 
them only perplexes and mystifies them all. A man cannot 
be a mora) man without being a good man, but he can be 
religious and be one of the greatest knaves and scoundrels 
in society. 

Were these religious teachings given our criminals with- 
out expense to tax-payers it might be less obnoxious, but 

weuld change no principle we advocate, or commend it to 
a reasoning person. 

Many suppose that church and state are separate in this 
country because no national or state law unites them ; so 
they giv this subject no attention, while religions, the great- 


justice to ell, the equal rights of all its citizens, and the 
right of self-government—are forcing their way through in- 
solent priests into all our penal institutions, claiming the 
right to monopolize theinstruction for the criminal. Thus 
non-religionists of all classes are taxed annually many thou- 
sands of dollars in this state to pay for deluding, swindling, 
and debasing the most ignorant, vicious, and worthless 
scoundrels in society, and those guilty of the most brutal, 
cruel, and atrocious crimes. This is an injustice to three- 
fourths of our taxpayers, as they do not believe the doc- 
trines taught and doubt their utility; yet, out of the respect 
they hav for religion and religious people, continue to suffer 
from this injustice, It is time that we unbelievers—Free- 
thinkers, Liberals, and Infidels—giv this subject the atten- 
tion its importance demands, correct the injustice, and retire 
religions to their proper place—the church, Sabbath-school, 
and the family circle. We hav chaplains in Congress, in 
halls of legislation, in the army and navy, in penitentiaries 
and prisons, and yet many intelligent people will tell us 
church and state are separate; so do the clergy, yet they, 
must know it is not true. Ohurch-members and preachers, 
if honest, should ‘unite with the Liberals to preserve our 
penal and government institutions from the contaminating 
influence of religions, and keep them as they were designed 
to be, entirely secular. Yours, R. C, TROWBRIDGE, 
Tully, N. Y., Jan. 20, 1880. 


Thoughts for the Thoughtful, —No. 3. 
INSCRIBED TO THE REV, J, H. DODD. 


If I be mistaken, it can amount to nothing more than a 
mere delusion for a few years. Ican be just as moral, as 
scientific, social, or earnest, as pure and. noble, in believing 
in a God as are those who do not believe in a God, heaven, 
or hell.—J. H. Dodd. 

So thee thinks, but so do no? I think, Error is never as 
elevating as truth. Dreams are never a3 desirable as reali- 
ties. Wasted labor spent on myths is never as beneficial as 
useful work devoted to real good, One who grounds his 
edifice on fable can never be as scientific as though he 
built on fact, To say à God created the world just as it is, 
and made man out of dust, and woman out of his rib, and 
each plant, flower, and tree perfect and fully developed at 
once, is not scientific. To say the world is only a few thou- 
sand years old is not scientific. To divide waters so that 
dry land appears for the godly to walk upon is not scientific, 
To confound language because men attempt to build a 
tower to heaven is not scientific. To believe in trees whose 
fruit is knowledge or eternal life is not scientific. To 
change pure water into pure wine is not scientific. To 
believe in a beast whose tail could drag stars to earth is not 
scientific, To think one star could touch the earth and not 
destroy it is not scientific.. And indeed I could fill pages 
with facts from thy God-book proving that no believer can 
be scientific, because he dares not be so. He cannot be as 
pure, for he is tied down to examples that are not pure. He 
cannot rise above his guide and still believe him perfect: 
Neither God nor Christ were perfect. No heaven-belieyer 
can be as good as the same man would be had he been 
taught morality aside from religion, for so much is wasted 
in visionary intangibilities that should go to reform the real 
and the new. And last, worst, and surest, no hell-believer 
can be good, noble, pure, or moral, If we believe a theory 
to be good or useful, we wish it to be true. Andaman 
who really believes in hell desires a hell. He thinks his 
God perfect; he thinks Omniscience saw and desired a hell 
and created one for his own good purposes. And shall he 
he wiser than his God, more kind than his God, or more 
merciful than his God? No, he is only a reflex image of 
his Deity. He has created a monster-man and endowed 
him with all the powers, passions, and capacities he con- 
Ceives to be best, noblest, grandest, and most powerful, and 
fancies this creation to be a real entity, while it is only Am- 
self idealized. g 

Now every Christian who abandons the hell-belief makes 
a better God than those who retain it, and this better God 
grows out of the better man, Every Christian who drops 
the idea of miracles advances one step further towards sci. 
entific truth and robs his imaginary Gód of just so much 
imaginary power.' 

"Tis too late in the day to teach or preach the idea that 
delusion is harmless. Science has become too strong to be 
wheedled into yielding her prerogatives to dreamers and 
delusionists. She demands solid ground to build upon, 
and sweeps away Bibles, crecds, dogmas, and myths as if 
they were but motes upon the great sea Of progress. You 
may keep alive your peculiar tenets for a few hundred or 
thousand years yet in the minds of the untaught and the 
unlearned, but the scientist. and the scholar, the thinker 
and the philosopher, of the next century wil no more; 
believe them than did the o!d pıgan philosophers swallow 
the wonders of the pagan theologies (\heogonies, you term 
them); yet their temples were as grand, their gods ay great, 
and their worship as sincere as is that of the Christian of to. 


| should ‘be cleared, 


day. And the very men who were the leaders, teachers, 
and preachers of that old mythology knew just as well as ` 
the learned and scientific preachers and teachers of to-day 
now know that they were teaching myths and fables for 
facts and truths. Philosephers bowed to Jupiter, con- 
sulted the oracles, and paid all due deference to the popular 
superstition of the age just as many skeptics of to-day are 
doing. Some did it to win popular favor; some because 
they thought a “mere delusion” no harm, and some 
because they believed it good for the ignorant and common 
people to be kept in bondage by their belief in and fear of - 
the gods. 'The Atheist who denied the existence of the 
Olympian deities was condemned to death, banishment, and 
Ostracisra just as Christian believers hav Condemned this 
Glass among themselves. : 

* A mere delusion!” And what hav all beliefs in myths. 
and errors been but ‘‘ mere delusions?” You condemn the 
Mormon, the Freelover, and the heathen idolater as work- 
ers of iniquity; but, if they be in error, what is it buta 
“ mere delusion?” -It will not do to use such sophistry as 
this in an age when iruth is the highest and holiest god of 
the people. He who cannot prove his doctrine true will 
hav to goto the wall and yield his placetothe man who 
givs facts and realities founded upon experimental knowl- 
edge. 

'" We steadfastly strive, though our ranks are thin, 

Not in the hope of a golden meed, 


But to widen the rift where the light shines in, 
Which shows us the truth, not a time-worn creed. 


The past has been fraught since an early day ° 
With plans for a future world of bliss; 

We modestly geek to do what we may 
Toward making man worthy to liv in this,” 


Snowvile, Vw., Feb. 1,1880. ^  ErwINA D. SLENKER. 
————— 9 9——————— 


Fragments from the Book of Life. 
THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE. 


BY H. W, BOCZER. 


Truth’s temple is a beautiful building, of fine proportions, 
grandly architectural, and in exquisite harmony as a work 
of itself and with allits surroundings. This distinction, 
however, exists between the material and the intellectual 
world, that in the latter case as the person is individualized 
he must for himself build his own temple in every detail, 
though much or little ‘assisted by others. The writer ag- 
sumes that, like all other knowledge, we are in process of 
growth regarding the questions involved in the facta of sex, 
and that this department of the temple of truth requires the 
best thought and the most profound study of those who 
would benefit humanity. In these fragments he will, in the 
rough, and not in entirety, bring together material, hoping 
it may be of benefli to those who aspire toward something 
better, Ideas of truth to-day, with no promise of to-mor- 
row. Nor is any claim made as to what they may be to 
others, more than they commend themselves to the reason 
and judgment, He has that which he has not known to be 
taught—orally or in writing—of importance in this field of 
reeearch, involving new facts, new philosophy, new princi- 
ples and methods, which will be of interest to the readers 
of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 

To properly get at the new, it will be necessary to bring 
forward the old somewhat. Yet it will be as lightly treated: 
as possible, and thinkers will bear with him in that neces- 
sary treatment. 

In the erection of a building it is first necessary the space 
It is a lamentable fact with one who 
loves his fellow-men that 80 much of the labor of life is ap- 
plied, not to legitimate work, but to the removal of that 
which ignorance has placed in the-way. The world’s errors 
are like mountains. The negation of these, which precedes 
their dissolution, is a herculean task. So, as we cast our 
eyes over the field of humanity in which to pile up our 
beautiful temple of sexual truth, we find the unsightly 
heaps of the world’s error towering in hideous blackness, 
the monuments of the ignorance and barbarism of the paat. 
Before making any attempts at the demolition of these vast 
structures—the accumulations of history as far as we hav. 
records—let us look at some of the minor obstructions 
which lie in our way. 

Not the least of these, perhaps, is the ghost of public 
opinion. The victim of theological error, in his endeavor 
to get from the darkness into the light, knows the withering 
effect of feeling concentrated on him by thoge he has left 
behind. But this is absolutely nothing compared with the 
intensity of hate by tiiose Who, in blissful ignorance of nat- 
ural morality, bask in the moral code by priestcraft ; and 
one who cares to know what is right here, to say nothing 
of its practice, must expect to receive from Mrs. Grundy 
such bespatterings and befoulings of the filth of ignorance 
and its spirit of vindictiveness as will make nature’s student 
almost wonder if he is not as Mrs. Grundy advertises him— 
almost Wishing he had never been born—praying for anni- 
hilation ; and if he must liv again, that he may be resur- 
rected on a planet where knowledge and not the venom of 
ignorance may rule. Count the cost, fellow-builder, when 
you construct your temple ; not that you may desiat from 
the attempt of wisdom, but that. you may be firm, and 
stanch when comes the day of trial, as it surely will, None 
but those born soldiers are Wanted here, cowards need not 
apply. itisalight thing to advance toward the cannon's 
mouth, but who can stand the scorn of those we love? I 
answer, Only the great-hearted. On the other hand, to the 
innately brave we can only say, as Moore has it : 

"Danger's self is lure alone," 
and, worms a8 we are, the Adamic spirit rises when attempt 


is made to trample on or crush us. 


One of the difficulties connected with this investigation is 


the use of terme, Words derive their meaning from the 
gense in which they come to be used. ae Speak of marriage ` 
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and the mass receive the impression of an institution, : 
whose display side, and but a small portion of it, is meant; - 
while to the student or physician it means a something | 
from which the drop-curtain is lifted, the glamor gone, | 
and facta revealed that shock the world. We protest 
against the use of the word “ Freelove," as the association 
of ideas-in the minds of those who speak or hear creates | 
. misunderstanding. We do not wish to be known as with 
those who are not Freelovers, while that which is not free 
is necessarily forced, and brings us in the intimate relations 
of life to the greatest of all crimes—rape. Just so in the use 
of all words in this connection, there clings an association 
of false ideas, meanings we do not wish to convey ; and yet 
it is difficult to treat the subject without their use. 
False modesty is not in place here. Honest, true words, 
a decision in action that interprets nature in all her works 
as the highest ideal of purity we can know, is the true line 
for us to follow. This quality of nature avoids all endeav- 
or to go the farthest possible extreme from the false mod- 
esty of a false moral code, yet pursues a course which is 
never once forgetful of the central fact that this beautiful 
structure upon which we work is the temple of iruth A 
desire for what is right and just, a deep, abiding sense of 
the sacredness of humanity, and & love for it which wiil 
compass all things to save it from the doom of ignorance, 
will bring with them—no matter where they lead or no mat- 
ter what details necessary for the elucidation of any sub- 
ject they flüd—a modesty of nature’s own, which will 
ennoble one who so used it in the estimation of every true 
man or woman. o that he who builds his own temple 
must throw aside the flimsiness of the false, seek the light, 
and work openly and unflinchingy. 


——— d ire 


A Powerful Sermon on Faith. 
BY BROTHER 8MITIH. 


My beloved sisters and brothers, your "spected preacher 
am-again called to splain the gospel, an' it givs me 'ticular 

- pleasure to see the St. John 8 school board pré:ent. 

I'se dispensed with prayer on this occasion fur the reason 
that I'&e no faith in prayer. "The faith of this whole congre- 
gation, all, put together, wouldn't he equal to a grain of 
mustard-seed... You're a set of unbelievers without faith, 
for if you had faith like a grain of mustard-seed, you could 
remove mountains. Jesus says 80. 

St. Johir tas put up-a million of prayers ssking God to 
wipe out the damnable traffic in whisky, but not one of 'em 
has ever reached our Heavenly Father. S80 I’se not goin’ to 
fool away any time in useless barkin’ in that direction; 
'twould be barkin' up the wrong tree. We all know that 
God is.able to knock every barrel of whisky an' keg of 
beer higher than Beecher's “Life of Christ” and quicker 
than the jerk of a lamb's tail, but he won't do it. An’ 
why? Well, Ill tell you. My brothers and sisters, your 
prayers is just like pickin’ buckleberries on a shingle—they 
roll right off; they don't none of ’em go hum to the Heav- 
euly Father, Prayer without faith ia of no account, 

Now I’se goin’ to take a text to convince you that none of 
you believe in Jesus as.taught by the scriptures. My text, 
my beloved, may be found in John vii, verse 38, an’ it reads, 
*i He that believeth on me, as the scriptures hath said, out 
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” On, my! 
wouldn’t it be splendid if you could only believe, if you 
only had faith? Every ove of you, my beloved, could fish 
for trout in your own rivers of living water; you could get 
a water poweran' hava saw-mill upon every dry knoll; and, 
ina time of drouth, water your crops with rivers of livin’ 
waters that would flow out of your own belly. In case of 
* fire, the professor of our school could quench the flames, 
save the building, and tell the children to swim ashore in 

the rivers of living waters that would flow out of his belly. 
By all means, às a precaution against fire, our school board 
should hav a professor who believed in Jesus as taught by 
the scriptures. Babcock, the Infidel, will teil you that all 
of these sacred promises are but the product of a diseased 
brain, But I tell you that a God that can put a camel 
through the cye of a needle on a square trot without touch- 
ing is capable of performing the river trick. A God that 
could cause a spring of pure water to gush out of the jaw- 
bone of an aga is capable of causing a river of pure water to 
gusti out of a man’s belly. : : 

It’s faith that you lack. You area set of lying hypo- 
crites. You pray an’ bark when you know you hav no 
faith. Then why fool away your time in useless barkin'? 

A God who could rain water five mises deep over the 
whole face of the earth, can, if he likes, cause ariver of pure 
water to gush from every man’s belly, and thereby fulfil 
the sacred promise given in our bles:ed text, which’ says, 
* He that believeth in me, as the scriptures hath said, out 
of his belly shall flow rivers of livin’ water.” 

If our school board could only get the right mar, one 
who would believe in Jesus ‘‘as the scriptures hath said, out 
of his belly should flow rivers of livin’ water.” Livin’ 
water! Just the thing for trout! And, oh my, how nice! 
I fancy that now I5ee D. C. Hurd and each one of our 
school board: with a long pole fishin’ in the rivers that 
would flow from the belly of the professor of their school. 
Of course, the size of the stream would be governed very 
much by the amount of faith ; the bigger the faith, the 
bigger the stream of living waters that would flow; but 
with but little faith, it am reasonable to suppose that there 
would be a very small river, if any at all. . 

Bo it's faith that's wanted. Jesus has made a promise, 
and his promises are good, It is in plain language—not to 

: be mistaken, This text am a very important text, and well 
calculated to impart scientific information and save sinners 
from the flames of heli, for if they hav faith they can put 
out the flames of hell in fifteen minutes with the waters that 
would fow from their belly. But ye hay no faith. Thea 


ye shall be damned and roasted for ever and ever. There'll 
be plenty of fire but no rivers of water. 
Brother Jones will pass the hat for Christ’s sake. Amen. 
If the printer prints any more of Babcock's articles, do as 
did Bro. Smith, the harness maker, who does business at 


: the head of the avenue; tell 'em to stop your paper, crush 
; out Infidelity, and rely on Jesus’ promises. 


———— 8 ]9À9 —————— 


Report of the Northern Wisconsin Spiritualist 
| Association. 
HELD IN OMRO, JAN. 28, 24, AND 25, 18€0. 

The meeting was called to order on Friday at two o’clock 
P. M., by President Lockwood, with attendance smaller than 
ugual on first day of convention. 

Afternoon spent in conference.— W. F. Jamieson, Presi- 
dent Lockwood, and others parlicipating. The key note of 
the meeting was sounded at this session, which was closely 
followed throughout the entire meeting—#. e., the difference 
between Spiritualism and Materialism. Evening, masked 
ball. 

Saturday morning.—Meeting called to order with number 
considerably increased. Short conference after which W. 
F. Jamieson gave a very interesting lecture, entitled, ‘‘Hav 
Wea Right to Change Our minds,” a very fine effort and 
well received. Music by Mr. Lockwood. 

Saturday, two o'clock P. M.—Meeting called to order by 
president. Conference, after which Mr. Lockwood gave 


‘one of the finest and most logical lectures ever given in this 
‘place, giving his reasons for leaving the Materialistic and 


coming into the Spiritualistic field. He was londly ap- 
plauded by the Spiritualists at intervals through the entire 
lecture. In the evening W. F. Jamieson spoke on Material- 
ism vs. Spiritualism. He reviewed Mr. Lockwood’s after- 
noon effort, and gave many fine thoughts on Materialism, 
saying, among others, “ If Spiritualism is true, no one will 
be more pleased than myself ;” also, ‘‘If true, the spirit is 
material; consequently Materialism is true.” 

J. O. Barrett aad J. R. Talmadge arrived on the evening 
train and were welcomed by hosts of warm friends. Meet- 
ing adjourned until Sunday. 

Sunday morning.—A goodly number present when meet- 
ing was called to order. Conference. J. O. Barrett then 
gave one of his concise and spiritual discourses defending 
Spiritualism. ‘Doubt,’’ he said, ** was the portal of science 
—no discovery of truth or advance withoutit.” Reviewing 
Mr. Jamieson: “He (Jamieson) is not lost, but will by and 
by blossom out and be grander and better for having passed 
through his experience caused by doubting.” At the close 
of Mr, Barrett’s lecture he was loudly applauded. D. L, 
Barnes, the secretary elected at our last meeting, being un- 
able to attend to the business, handed in his resignation, 

The convention then proceeded to elect a secretary to fill 
vacancy. Cora B. Phillips, daughter of Dr. J. C. Phillips, 
former secretary, of Omro, was unanimously elected to fill 
the position. Session closed by singing from J. R. Tal- 
madge. 

Two o'clock P, M.—Meeting called to order. The subject 
of church taxation, the extending of same courtesies by 
railroads to Spiritualist and Liberalist speakers as to clergy- 
men, and the bill now before the Wisconsin Legislature 
prohibiting certain physicians from practicing medicine, 
were ably discussed. Committees were appointed to draft 
proper resolutions and present them at evening session for 
action. . Mr. J. R. Talmadge then gave his lecture entitled, 
* Who Has the Truth ?”? I wish I could giv a verbatim 
report of it, but suffice it to say it was conceded by all to be 
the finest lecture of the convention. At its close Mr. Jamie- 
son rose, and in Janguage peculiar only to himself, gave Mr. 
Talmadge some very flattering compliments. J, O. Barrett 
also wished to know where he (Talmadge), timid soul that 
he was, ever got the courage to go before an audience like 
that to giv his earnest appeal for what he considered truth. 
Meeting closed with remarks from the president and a song 
by Mr. Talmadge. 

Evening, seven o’clock.—First thing presented to the 
meeting was the following report, which was unanimously 
adopted : 

The Spiritualists and Liberalists assembled in Omro this 
25th of January, 1880, do hereby 

Resolve, That we are utterly opposed to all laws giving 
one person or any set of pereons the exclusive right to prac- 
tice medicine and surgery in this state, and that we are in 


favor of giving the people the right to choose whom they 
shall employ and whom they shall pay without let or hin- 


drance. A. K. BRUSH, 
Com. 


W. F. JAMIESON, 
J. O. BARRETT, 

The following resolutions on taxation of church property 

were discussed and passed : 


Resolved, That the hundreds of millions of dollars in the 
hands of ecclesiastical organizations ace a dangerous prece- 
dent to be allowed in a free government, as such can and 
may be wielded for the union of church and state. 

Resolved, That in our secular form of government the 
principle of equal rights demands the taxation of church 
property. f . b 

Resolved, That the present law exempting such property 
from taxation imposes neue burdens upon the people, 

ecialiy the producing classes. 
dic d : E J. O. BARRETT l 
W. F. JAMIEBON, Com. 
Dr. J. C. PHILLIPS, f 


Also the following preamble and resolutions were unani- 
mously passed : 

WnuznaEAS, The Spiritualists acd Freethinkera constitute 
a large body of citizens in Wisconsin, representing & com- 
mendable share of intellect and influence ; and 

WHEREAS, Such hav had extended to them in other 
states’the same courtesies as Clergymen, of half fare on the 


Tallrofads ; end 


Wauerxas, Our public lecturers travel vnon al] such lines 
more than any other class of itinerants. Toerefore : 

Resolved, That we respectfully request of railroad com- 
panies throughout the state the same courtesies to Spiritual- 
ist and Freethinking lecturers as are accorded to Christian 
ministers. 

Resolved, That all lecturers having certificates from this 
association, according to forms of law, shall be entitled to 
make application for half fare. 

Wm. M. Lockwoop, 
J. O. BARRETT, | oom. 
M. D. Moruis,’ 

W. F. Jamieson then proceeded to giv the closing lecture 
of the convention, the hall being. well filled by an attentive 
audience. Mr. Jamieson came here for the first time since 
his advent to Materialism, and consequently the Spiritual- 
ists, many of them, were prejudiced against him, but I may 
safely say he got away without an enemy. Gentlemanly 
and courteous in his bearing, no one can doubt his sincerity 
or say he is not acting out his highest convictions. The best 
of feeling prevailed between the speakers and attendants. 
The convention closed by Mr. Talmadge singing ‘I Wait 
at the Golden Gate.” 

The time snd place of holding next meeting will be duly 
advertised. Ww. M. Locxwoop, Pres. 

Cora B. PHILLIPS, Beo. 


The Detroit Liberal League. — Tho Christian 
Spies and Col. Ingersoll. 


To TEB EDITOR or THE TROTH Srexsr, Sir: The 
Detroit Liberal League was organized last Saturday eveaing 
under very favorable auspices. "The Constitution does not 
differ essentially from the form recommended by the National 
Liberal League, except that it contains the following sec- 
tions as part of Article I., defining the object of the League: 

Bec. 2, The genius and tendency of religious organiza- 
tions, and their policy thereto, so far as such policy may 
exist, to influence or control political action, to usurp po- 
litical power, or to secure recognition, favor, or patronage 
for themselves from the civil government, shall always be 
proper subjects of debate and action, but beyond this this 
League is not organized to discurs religious beliefs or tenets. 

Sec. 8. It shall be a carding! odjeci and duty of this 
Le 13ue and its members to extend their sympathy and sup- 
port to all persons who may be ostracized or persecuted for 
the reason of their holding or expressing Liberal opinions ; 
and we urge upon all Liberalists, and all Liberal organiza 
tions, of whatever name or kind, to stand firmly as one 
brotherhood in this fraternal duty. 

ʻihe League starts off with eighteen members. The fol. 
lowing are the officers : Preaident, Prof. W. N. Hellmann ; 
Secretary, 8. B. McCracken; Treasurer, B. F, Sinmm; 
Councilors, Karl Bchmemann, Mrs. C. E. Pierce, H, Jacob- 
son, and Mrs. L, Barlow. 

'The President, Prof. Heilmann, is one of our representa- 
tive German citizens, is principal of the German-American 
Seminary in Detroit, and a gentleman of high character and 
culture. In taking the chair he made a brief address, in 
which he said he thought the purposes of the Liberaligts 
were greatly misunderstood by the public at large. They 
did not attuck the opinions of any sect. Their purpose was 
not to destroy but to preserve. ‘The Liberalists demanded 
equality for all opinions and beliefs, and special privileges 
for none, according to the spirit of the Declaration of Iude- 
pendence. 

Col. Ingersoll is announced to lecture in Whitney's Opera 
Hou:e, this city, to-morrow evening. A. little experience of 
the advertising agent of the Opera House shows the spirit 
of bigotry that is rampant at all times in Detroit, and es- 
pecially now under the influence of a religious revival. The 
agent has becn in the habit of leaving lthographs and pla- 
cards in prominent show windows, and upon offering the 
portraif of Col. Ingersoll last Saturday he was refused in 
several cases, and in one case was roughly treated. Inquiry 
developed the fact that a delegation hau visited the business 
men of the city and had importuned them not in any way 
to countenance Col. Ingersoll’s lecture. From the treat. 
ment which the Opera House agent received, it is plain that 
their bulldozing was not without its effect. Of course the 
parties who did this did it under the authority and inspira- 
tion of some organized force. It should be accepted by all 
Liberals as ample notice that they arc under the ban and 
espionage of a secret and fanatical tribuaal analogous to 
the ** holy scheme” of the middle ages in Europe. It should 
also teach them the necessity of burying miaor differences 
and acting together as one body in a common cause, 

Detroit, Feb. 2, 1880. B. B. McCBACKER. 


—— 9 ,9———————— 


Astride the Fence, 


To THE EDITOR oF Tug TRUTH BxEKER, Sir: Not 
long ago & man said to me he thought the editor of Tun 
TRUTH SEEKER “ought to be a little more conservative.” 
What does that mean ? Is there any stopping-place between 
genuine orthodox Christianity and outright Infidelity ? 
Certainly there is not. Jehovah is either a realiiy or a myth. 
There is no half-way business about thet. Jesus was cither 
the son of a God or not. He was cither the Christ or he 
was not the Christ. There is either a hell or there is not a 
hell. I hay more respect forthe opinion of a thorough-bred 
Christian than for a half-bred Unitarian. Giv me Tax 
TRUTH Ssexer. It comes right out square and denounces 
the Christian fraud in every way, shape, and manner. It ig 
the same to-day and to-morrow, Itis notcrying good Lord 
aud good devil, like the Zndez. Its editor is not an Infidel 
to-day and ‘experiences rcligion” to-morrow. He shows his 
colors, and does not act the bigot for the sake of popular- 
ity. Long may he liy to wield the battle-ax of truth ! 

West Pawlet, Vt. P; D. 

Pec Pa N 


THERE are some 86,000 religious secta in the world, 


Ms 


= l 
The Truth Seeker, February 14, 1880. 


(Continued from page 105.) 

ism and Infidelity. If Calvinism has the most’ truth it 
ought to be easily shown. He is a learned man and a rce- 
ognized leader in Calvinism. Iam an unlearned man, but 
a recognized exponent of Infidelity. The great Chancellor 
ought notto decline a fair discussion with me upon the 
merits of his belief and mine. I( he has anything better, 
truer, and more reasonable than I hav, let him show it to 
the world. Icertainly will treat him fairly. If he declines 
this challenge I request him to cease his falsehoods, slan- 
ders, and vituperation. 

Now, I submit it to you, my readers, and to everybody, 
whether this will not be far more fair than for him to de- 
nounce me in his pulpit and in the hall of the Young Men's 
Christian Association, where I hav no power to reply. If I 
hav not the truth he may be able to show me my error. I 
am certainly honest in the views I hold, and if I hav not 
the trutb Icertainly want it. While he is convincing me, 
he may also convince thousands of others equally in the 
dark with myself. Isthis not worthy of his attention and 
effort? Our souls are probably about as valuable as any- 
body's, and it is represented that a single soul is worth more 
than the whole world. How willingly, then, he ought to 
labor to savethem! I submit it to the gentleman himself 
Whether the holding of such a discussion, by just and equi- 
table rules, would not be far more honorable on his part than 
to pattern after John Calvin and resort to such ignoble 
means as malice, revenge, tyranny, defamation, and perse- 
cution. It is honestly my opinion that he and his friends 
hav taken the wrong course in their treatmeat of myself, 
even for the good of their own cause. They are making 
unbelievers faster than believers. There are thousands 
more of Infidels to-day than there were one yearago. And 
this bigoted, malicious, and damnable persecution of myself 
has contributed largely towards it. It has damaged the 
Character, spirit, and history of the Christian church more 
than anything that it has done in this country since Witches 
were tortured, hung, and burnt for Christ's sake. Dr. 
Crosby is doubtless naturally an amiable, worthy, and gen- 
tlemanly man, but his religion and his manner of defending 
it has made him what he is. 

I hope I am the last man wbo will be imprisoned in this 
country for opinion's sake. I believe I am the only one 
now in prison in the United States on the false, base pretext 
of ''dealing in obscene literature," I hope there may not 
be another such an outrage, If there is to be, I hope it will 
not take place until there is a chief executive with the 
honesty and courage to do his duty in restoring the sufferer 
to the liberty of which he may be wrongly deprived. Mrs. 
Hayes and her husband will not always be President; I 
hope Comstock and his crowd of hypocrites will not always 
be able to manipulate the administration and mold the laws 
of our nation and its courts. 1 do hope that the time will 
come when the liberty of thought aud action, which is the 
birthright of the people of America, will be truly vouch- 
safed to them. I hops the next President of this country 
will be the one the people will elect, and that Joseph Brad- 
ley will not hav the making of him. I hav doubtless made 
some mistakes, but am glad that J hav not the reflection en 
my mind that I hav dishonestly taken an office to which I 
was not honestly entitled, and that I hav not by bribery and 
trickery of friends come into possession of that to which I 
had no just and legal right. lam glad I hav not drawn 
$50,000 a year from the government to which I had no hon- 
orable or rightful claim. As to the commission of any 
crime, I am doubly glad my conscience is clear. ` 

My friends, pardon me for my great length; my heart 
was full, and I wanted to speak my honest feelings 
done 80 in part. I wish to say I am going oa with my book, 
** The Gods and Religions of Aucient Times.” It is three. 
fourths written, and will.be completed in four or five 
weeks. Tho brave printers in THE TROTH SEEKER office 
are putting it into type as rapidly as possible. It will prob- 


ably be out several weeks before I am. I wish every one of | 


you to take a copy who are able to do so. I will make you 
thia still more liberal offer: To every one who orders a copy 
before it is published and does not find it richly worth $8.00, 
and they will say so, I will send them in addition three 
dollars’ worth of books and pamphlets; and if they are not 
satisfied with that, as I liv pretty near the Bible House 
when I am out of prison, I will send them a copy of the 
Holy Bible—provided they will not inform Comstock—and 
they can keep all. The book will be the child of my im- 
prisonment, and I want you all to hav a copy. Who will 
have the hardihood to say he will take one! 
Sincerely your friend, D. M. BENNETT. 


Fo 


To the Delinquents. 


We hav upon the list a great many who are in arrears, 
The most are trial subscribers who have not renewed. In 
conformity with Mr. Bennett’s custom we have been send- 
ing the paper right slong, trusting that those who did not 
went it would say so, and those-who did would renew. By 
doing this we hav accommodated a great many who are 
thankful for the same, but at the same time we hav had to 
pay the bills, The recent and steadily increasing rise in 
the price of paper will preclude our sending it longer unless 
our friends promptly renew. We hav to pay over $100a 
month more for paper than we did two months ago. 
Friends will see that we cannot stand the strain. We hope 
all will promptly come to the front and send in the past 
dues and renew for as lung a time as they can. To all 
sending in $5.00 we will send Tax TRUTH BEEKER one year 
aud either of the folowing $3.00 works ‘Tue World's 
Siges, Thiakers, and R:formers,” The '* Champions of the 
Churek.” “Analysis of Religious Belief,” ''The' Great 
Works of Thomas Patne; ** Natüre's Revelations of Char- 
acter; or, Paysiognomy Ilustrated.” For $6.00 wo will 


send THE TRUTH SEEKER one year and ‘‘ Supernatural Re- 
ligion,” a $4.00 book. 

We would like to hav all our friends take advantage of 
this offer, as they will get a great deal more than their mon- 
ey’s worth. At any rate we wish they would renew for the 
paper. During the next week we will once more send bills 
to those subscribers in arrears, after which we cannot send 
the paper without the money. We dislike very much to 
take names off the list, as we also dislike to dun our. 
friends, but TuE TRUTH SEEKER is a very large paper and 
costs a good deal to run, and it cannot be sent for nothing. 
We trust that we shall be compelled to take off but very 
few names. Having been friends so long it is hard to sever 
the pleasant relationship. 


ed to the newspapers rather than the courts, is of itself 

pretty good evidence that no legal or equitable rights have 

been trespassed upon in the transfer of the estate which 

has so happilylfsecured the noble building to the cause for 

which Thomas Paine spent his life. 
Boston, Feb. '7, 1880. 


VALIDITY OF THE TITLE. 


Bosron, Oct. 4, 1878. 

EntizuRg Wrieut, Esq.—Chairman of Committee on Title to 
Paine Hall— Dear Sir ; The question having been asked me 
as to my Opinion whether or not J. P. Mendum can giv a 
good title to the estate known as Paine Memorial Hall, I 
respectfully answer as follows: After the estate was con- 
veyed by Paul to Mendum, Seaver, and Savage, as joint 
tenants, they made a mortgage to the City Five Cents’ Sav- 
ings Bank for $40,000, which was discharged, and a mort. 
gage made to tne Massachusetts Hospital Life Insurance 
Company for $90,000. 'Then a mortgage was made to Henry 
A. Norris, April 20. 1875, which was duly assigned to Owen 
Jones, May 21,1875. Then the estate was conveyed to 
Mendum, Jenkins, Seaver, Underwood, and Robinson, as 
Trustees, June 15, 1877. This conveyance to the Trustees 
was made subject to the two mortgages then outstanding, 
viZ., 1st mortgage of $50,000, 24 mortgage of $12,000, with 
interest on both. 

Mr, Jones entered for the purpose of foreclosing his 
mortgage of $12,000, and sold tne estate at public auction - 
on the premises, October 27, 1877, and J. P. Mendum was 
the purchaser, and the deed was duly executed, and record 
ed, to him ; therefore the only title to the estate is in Mr 
Mendum, except to the mortgage of $50,000, and any 
unpaid taxes, and Mr. Mendum cua make a good ded and 
title to the estate. In regard to the question about the Lick 
Fund, I would say that it was used in the building before 
any mortgage was made, and properly used ; and no liabil- 
ity attaches to the building, and I hav already stated to 
Mendum, Savage, and Seaver, if there was any liability it 
was their own personal matter, for which they alone, and 


Ernrzug WEIGHT, 


[From the Boston Investigator.) 
The Paine Celebration in Paine Hall, Boston. 


We gave last week a partial account, and now add the 
business reports and the letters received. 

At the recent celebration in this city of the anniversary of 
Thomas Paine's Birthday, the Paine Memorial Corporation 
held its first annual business meeting, when the following 
reports were submitted and acted'upon : 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE PAINE MEMORIAL COR- 
PORATION, FOR THE YEAR ENDING JAN. 29, 1880. 

In pursuance of a notice issued by J. P. Mendum to the 
subscribers of an agreement to associate themselves with 
the intention of forming a corporation to be known as the 
Paine Memorial Corporation, the first meeting of said sub- 
scribers was held Jan. 29, 1879, and it was there voted to 
organize for the purpose of purchasing the Paine Memorial 
property, to pay therefor the sum of $65,000, to limit the 


capital stock of the Corporation to that amouut, and to 
accept the Constitution and By-Laws as uffered, and the 
following-named gentlemen were unanimously. elected 
Directors for the ensuing year : 

Messrs. Elizur Wright, Horace Seaver, Jacob Bean, Rus- 
sell Marston, Josiah P. Mendum; John 8. Verity, Howell 
Matson, John A. O'Malley, and Ernest Mendum. i 

At the same meeting John 8. Verity was elected Treas- 
urer, and Ernest Mendum Secretary for one year. 

Ata meeting of the Directors held Feb. 3, 1879, Elizur 
Wright was elected President, and Horace Seaver Vice- 
President of the Corporation. 

At a Directors’ meeting held Feb. 10th, Messrs. J. 8. 
Verity and E. Mendum resigned their position on the Board 
in order to fill the offices of Treasurer and Secretary, aud 
Messrs. Moses Hull and John Buntin were elected to fill the 
vacancies so caused. 

At a special Stockholder's meeting, held Sept. 6, 1879, 


it was voted to purchase the Paine Memorial Building as| P 


soon as the Directors were satisfied as to the validity of said 
property as held by Mr. J. P. Medum, and to pay therefor 
the sum of $65,000 and accrued expenses since organiza- 
tion, less the income upon said property since said date, 
and that the Directors make such payment upon the said 
estate as in their discretion seems advisable. At this meet- 
ing there were present 870 votes. 

At a Directors’ meeting held the same date, it was voted 
to sppoint a committee of three to examine the title of the 
Paine Memorial Building, and Mgssrs. Wright, Bean, and 
Matson were elected to serve on this committee. 

At a Directors’ meeting held Oct. 13, 1879, said com- 
mittee report that on examination they find Mr. J. P. Men- 
dum’s title to the property perfectly valid, and that the only 


I i title to said estate rests in him, subject to a mortgage of 
hav. 


$50,000 held by the Massachusetts Hospital Insurance Com. 
pany. 

It was then voted to accept the deed of the property ag 
offered by Mr. J. P. Mendum, and also to accept Mr. F, L, 
Union as a lessee of the premises for the sum of $3,500 per 
annum. 

Voted, that the Corporation lease to M r. Josiab P. Men- 
dum for the business purposes of the Boston Investigator such 
portion of the premises as he now occupies and as are 
expressed by a plan accompanying the lease. 

Voted, that the funds in the hands of the Treasurer, and 
as fast as they shall come into his possession, shall be ap- 
plied to the extinguishment of the debt now on the property. 

The number of meetings held during the year have been— 
of Stockholders, 2 ; Directors, 11 ; the largest attendance at 
Directors’ meeting, 8; smallest, 5; average, 6 9.11. Num- 
ber of Stockholders, 223 ; Officers, 11 ; Directors, 9. 


Capital Stock of Corporation, 2,600 shares,....$65.000.00 
Stock sold, 1,205 shares... ........ $80 125 00 


Stock unsold, 1,895 shares,........ 34,875.00 
——— — $65,000.00 
Amount of mortgage, Jan. 29, 1879............ 50 000.00 
Paid en same, Oct. 15, 1879,..... D jest ees ra as » 11,000.00 
Am't of mortgage now on building.......... $39,000.00 
In hands of the Treasurer for fur- 
ther reduction of mortgage. ............ ^. 2 487.88 


Balance against Corporation, Jan, 29, 1880,... $36,562.77 
E. MEsNDUM, 
Sec'y of the Paine Memorial Corporation. 

Boston, Jan. 29, 1880. 


A STATEMENT BY ELIZUR WRIGHT. 


To the Stockholders of the Paine Memorial Corporation and 
the Public: As Chairman of the Corporation’s Committee on 
the title of the Pains MEMORIAL BUILDING in Boston, it is 
proper for me to say that before accepting the estate on be- 
half of the Corporation, the history of the building and all 
transactions in regard to it were fully investtgated, and 


competent legal advice was taken, of which I qain 


„Senta copy. The fact that certain malcontents have report 


X 


"| sincerity, and his entire disinterestedness. 


not the estate was responsible. 


Respectfully yours, Baxu W. CREECH, Jz, 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE PAINE MEMORIAL COR- 


PORATION, FOR THE YEAR ENDING JAN. 29, 1880.. 


RECEIPTS. 

From sales of stock,..........ccccc cece ceeeee $30,125.00 . 
& Collections, 6.0... . cette cece cece eee Sea ates 8.88 
* Rent of building,........ sees eter 875.00 
* Part payment on Stock,.......... ccc cence 58.75 
* Interest of deposit in Bank,....... "E 30.00 
* QContributiong,.........-eee eee eene ent 2.50 
* Lease, .........: uad net TA Eg vite eis oaii 1.00 
Total,......... Te SUPE UIS $81,101.08 

EXPENDITURES. 

Attorney’s fees for service in organizing $ 
Corporation,.........eeee. eee een ee -$100 00 
Equity in Building,................ een 15,000.00 
ayment on mortgage,........... Sei dacas s. 11,000,00 
Interest on mortgage, ($50,000),,............... 1,700.00 
Balance of account witn J. P. Mendum,............ 9.97 
Recording deed,............ eam Sis atest ests ... 1.00 
Taxes on property,......« esee esos 687.50 
Interest on $11,000, ........ eee e cece ee eee ewes 68 30 
Bill for printing circulars,....... site eres 8,50 
«u repairing boiler,........... Sachets verre. 80,65 
** * polishing doors, sashes, etc.,............. . 53.15 
Water tagien lees eere tr E Ea e VEEE .. 9,78 
Cash on hand to balance account,.............. 2,427.23 
Total, eeii ess ae Pis $81,101.08 


JOHN 8. VERITY, 
. "Treasurer Paine Memorial Corporation. 
Boston, Jan. 29, 1880. 
We hav examined above reports, and find them cor- 
rect, 8. R. URBINO, 
JACOB BEAN, 
i Auditors. 


The following letter was received from a friend who 
had been invited to attend the Celebration : 


NEWBURYPORT, Mass., Jan. 16, 1880. 

E. MENDUM, Esq.: My Dear Sir: I feel myself greatly 
honored by the invitation to take part in the next celebra- 
tion of the birth-day of Thomas Paine. Engagements en- 
tered into long ago will prevent my attendance; but I am 
not the less grateful to your committee for giving me an 
opportunity to attend. ; 

If ever there lived a disinterested lover of truth, it was 
Thomas Paine. If ever there lived a true patriot, it was 
Thomas Paine. He has told us himself what that country 
was to which he was patriotically bound: ‘The world is 
my country, to do good is my religion.” 

It is not surprising that after the lapse of so many years 
he should hav so strong a hold upon the affections of the 
people; for he loved the people, and served them with fidel- 
ity and ability all his life. I was told, some time ago, by a 
bookseller in Nassau street, New York, that more pages of 
Thomas Paine are annually sold every year in the United 
States than of any other writer of that generation. And 
what a writer he was! There are single sentences of his, the 
publication of which were an important event; because 
they pierced and mortally wounded the pernicious system 
of lies at which they were aimed. Thus, Burke's flummery 
and humbug about Maria Antoinette, and all that system 
of sham sympathy with picturesque suffering, how com- 
pletely it is portrayed and killed by Paine’s remark, '* He 
pities the plumage, but forgets the dying bird!" There 
are many such sentences in his works, and sometimes sev- 
eral in a single page. 

But the best of him was his perfect courage, his absolute 
He truly loved 


his country ; and his country was the humanrace. His 
enemies are the enemies of man. 
I trust you will all greatly enjoy the occasion. S 
Very truly yours, JAMES PARTON. 


———9À,9—— — — 

Mawv valuable articles and friendly letters are crowded 
out of this issue to make room for Mr. Bennett’s letter from ' 
prison and the reports of Paine celebrations. 


Tux Milwaukee Liberal League celebrated Paine’s birth- 
day in fine style. An able and interesting address was 
delivered by R. C. Spencer, Hiq., of that city, in which he 
made a strong argument in favor of state secularization. 


1 
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Lettere from friends. 


OnRISEANY FALLs, N. Y., Jan. 8, 1880. 
Mr. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed find three dol- 
lars to pay for your paper up to May 14, 1880, 
I see that some one has proposed that when your time is 
out one thousand men meet you at Albany and escort you 
' home and. put you on your throne and giv you ten dollars 
each. You can count me in for one. If I am not there my 
money will be. . 
I want you to load your old mortar with love and truth, 
mixed with a little common sense, and fire right into that 
den of vipers—Bundy, Abbot, Comstock & Co. You know 
where they liv, right in the center of hell, along with the 
Young Men's Concubine Association ; and they get their 
supplies from that great upas tree, the Bib'e. Now Beecher 
has been exploring that region of late, and he has found 
that old upas tree is rotten to the core. Now if you can 
cut off their supplies they are dead at once.; but their tails 
will wiggle until after sundown. 


Yours in love and truth, Cuas, WATERMAN, 


ELELAND, PA., Jan. 26, 1880. 

Mz. EDITOR : Some twenty years ago I often attended 
schoolhouse orthodox meetings. Sniveling a little, the sis- 
ters would rise up “‘ to stand as a witness for Jesus.” Hav- 
ing just finished perusal of TEE TRUTH SEEKER of the 17th 
inst., I wish to testify to the editorial ability of E. Macdon- 
ald, who is so triumphantly piloting that paper ; also to the 
good sense and clear, sound logic of many of the contribu- 

ors. 

D. M. Bennett has our admiration, esteem, love, and 
sympathy for the great wrongs now being endured. His 
wrongs hav pledged our life to treedom's cause, and embit- 
tered us still more against the tyrannical system which in- 
stigated and accomplished his arrest and imprisonment. 

ith T. C. Leland we clasp hands ; our greetings, hail ! 
and hearty welcome, noble worker ! and to Prof. Jamieson, 
glorious is your triumph over the Rev. J, Ditzler ! 

To A. Allen Noe, John A. Jost, and B. W. Franklin we 
say, Falter not to wield the pen so mightily, more potent 
than the sword. By it shackles, fetters, are cleft in twain, 
and man educated to look upward. THE TRUTH SEEKER is 
‘the white-winged dove of peace, herald of mankind's deliv- 
erance. : GRACE L., PARKHURST, 


: BozEMAN, MONTANA, Jan. 8, 1880. 

FRIEND BENNETT : In looking upon the attack of Bundy 
& Co. it does seem to me that one cannot help seeing envy 
and malice implied. I think they should hav attached the 
109th Psalm to their extra five thousand in order to make 
themselves clearly understood. ` 

Inclosed find renewal of subscription to paper for an- 
other year. BYRoN PLUM, 


FLORENCE, Mo. 

E. M. MACDONALD : Young friend, I feel just like saying 
Something to somebody, and I wish to say it in this paper ; 
but don't know that I hav anything to enlist your attention, 
a8.Íhav no complaint to make against the editor, nothing 
to dictate to him, nor do I wish to repeat the story about 

‘Abbot, Bundy & Co., but I wish to speak of Spiritualism, 
ex-reverends, and obscenity. 

‘As to Spiritualism, I know but little about it, only what 
I hav learned from your paper. But I hav learned to 
regard it as a species of Christianity, and its members-—the 
representative ones—dogmatic and dictatorial, aud dieposed 
to rule or ruin. They boast too much of their Liberalism, 
and show too little of it. 

And for the ex-reverends, I think there are two phases, 
neither of which can reflect muchcredit upon them, First, 
if they were sincere while dispensing the gospel, they were 
so ignorant and stupid as to take the most glaring contra. 
dictions for jeweled truth, and the most horrible barbarity 
for infinite kindness, and the most abject and groveling 
.fear for the most dignifled reverence, which showsa lack of 
-gome substantial principle, and renders them unreliable as 

. leaders or teachera, In the second place, if they were play- 
.ing the hypocrite to please Mrs, Grundy, or for position or 
sMoney, we hav no good reason to believe they are sincere 
„Liberals ; consequently, instead of being the *‘ best class” 
-of Liberals they certainly are the poorest class, and entitled 
‘to the least respect, and-should not be dictating to TEE 
‘Tnore SEEKER or E, M. Macdonald. 

I would like to giv some criticisms on that insolent, big- 
voted letter written by C. E. Kinman, but hav not time now, 
80 I will leave the reverends here, 

Now for the obscenity—if there be such a thing, Iam 
‘opposed to any laws for suppressing it, either national, 
atate, or municipal, because it is medaling with our morals, 
which are private property, and none of the law-makers’ 
business. Besides ıt would destroy the right of individual- 
ism, or private judgment. Our law-makers hav the same 
right to define and enforce orthodoxy that they hav to de- 
fine and enforce morality. Consequently this continual 
howl about ** real obscenity "— which I think comes mostly 
from SpiritualistsS—is inconsistent and useless; besides it 
looks like bowing to Mrs, Grundy. 

What we want and need is books teaching the Malthusian 
doctrine, and I think E. M. Macdonald is ihe man to write 
them. That “Pleg for the Unborn” should immortalize 
his name. I remain hopefully yours, 

Rozert Q. RICHARDSON, 


AN OPEN LETTER TO F. E, ABBOT, 


Prepra P. O., CoL., Jan 15, 1880. 

F. E, ABBOT, Esq., Sir: Tne specimen copy of the Index 
came to hand only a tew days since, delayed doubtless by 
the heavy snow in the mountains over which the mail haa to 
travel to reach this section. I hav carefully perused the 
scurrilous attack of Bundy, the lettera of D. M. Bennett to 
this paragon of female virtue and innocence, etc. 

But I had already forgiven Bennett; indeed I could do no 
less. He humbly craved pardon of the Liberal public and his 
patrons; and while | regret that Bennett should hav proved too 
weak to resist such a temptation, that has turned thousands 
of good men from the paths of rectitude and virtue, I must 
say that I regard him as far superior to men who, through 
personal spite and malice, scek to destroy a man who Was 
helpless at the time and unable to strike back. 

I hav heard but one expression from Liberals in this sec- 
tion in regard to your course, and that is one of contempt. 
Your pretense of exposing Bennett's shortcomings in the 
interest of public morals is entirely too thin; the most casual 
observer cannot fail to discover the most inveterate and 
malignant hatred at the bottom of the matter. " 

An outraged Liberal public has freely and unconditionally 
forgiven Mr. Bennett because he has had the moral courage 


and nobility of character to confess that he has ‘‘ loved not 
wisely but too well.” "Tjs said that it were better to love, 
even though it were unwisely, than never to hav loved at 
all. The world will forgive an illegitimate love quicker 
than & premeditated hatred, yet I've no doubt that an out- 
raged Liberal public will forgive you when you shall 
frankly and humbly confess to having wickedly and design- 
edly attempted to destroy a gond man’s usefulness and to 
overturn Freethought itself. Your hatred is unwise and 
will prove too much. Mark the prediction. - 
J. ALLEN Evans. 


CARTHAGE, Mo., Jan 4, 1880. 

Eprron or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav just finished 
reading the Jast number of your valuable paper. For 1879 
I hav all the numbers but one. Their looks show thaj they 
hav been read by many. 

As I glance them over this afternoon and behold the vast 
store of information I hav received for so small a sum, I 
fee] that words are inadequate to express my gratitude to 
one who has labored so earnestly for the advancement of 
knowledge, liberty, brotherhood, and humanity, and whose 
reward has been imprisonment. I also feel that 1 want to 
shake hands with many of the noble writers, but most of all 
Elmina Sienker. I want to say to her that her noble utter- 
ances hav endeared her to the hearts of her sisters, and we 
eagerly peruse any article bearing her name. A happy and 
peaceful New Year to you, my sister! 

Just as surely as the year 1879 has winged her flight into 
the regions of the past, so surely shall the year 1880 follow. 
And as the past year will linger in the memory of a nation 
as one in which a martyr was imprisoned for the cause of 
right, then scourged by the lash of venom and slander, and 
stoned by those living in glass houses, so may the new 
year which has dawned upon us be remembered by our 
brother being restored to his just rights and united to his 
family. ; 

May the cause for which you hav labored be prosperous, 
and may you triumph over your enemies by winning them 
by your noble example to work with you hand in hand for 
progression and humanity. With the sympathy and well 
wishes of a friend, JULIA E. VANAMAN. 


3 - Conneaut, O., Jan. 30, 1880. 

Eprron Troita BEEKER, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find 
draft for $0— $9 is to pay one-hundredth part. of Mr, Ben- 
nett’s fine, as 1 proposed some time ago; the remainder let 
stand to my credit, I may want you to send the paper on 
trial three months to some one, or want a book or some 
pamphlets. If nothing is called for within six months call 
1t yours; it wiil help the cause all the same. 

Hoping Mr. Bennett will not be the loser by his impris- 
onment,.either physically, morally, or financiaily, and that 
when released he will be better fitted to fight his foes both 
in and out of the church, I remain, 

Respecttully yours, 


D. CUMMINS. 


Coton, MiCH., Fss. 5, 1880. 

Mrs, D. M. BENNETT, Dear Madam: Inclosed find $5 
which credit on my subscription to THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
“ Long may it wave!” as was sung of the Original banner of 
liberty. I consider it the best Liberal paper published in 
the world. 

My wife and I hav just returned from atrip of more than 
two thousand miles through Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, and 
Arkansas, and we are surprised to find how broad the wave 
of Freethought has spread over our great country. It is a 
fact that education is the ban of the church. Educate the 
Children of the present generation unbiased by sectarianism, 
and the orthodox church peWs will remain empty, Reason 
and common sense accept nothing but the natural religion, 
the rule of moral rights of man, the Goldea Rule, as taught 
by all the great teachers of the past ages untrammeled by 
bigotry and superstition, 

Oh, how I long for the time when the noble Bennett will 
be freed from durance vile! I seem now already to see his 
calumniators shrink beneath his castigations, The car oi 
time is rolling on, aud his readers are all waiting to welcome 
him &t the station as he steps out upon the platform. 

Yours ever, A. J, Kignn, M. D. 


AUBURN, N. Y., Feb. 2, 1880, 

Mz. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Having returned home 
very recently from a business trip, I found several copies of 
your valuable paper awaiting me, which fully met my san- 
guine expectations. I hope and trust that all your subscrib- 
ers are just as anxious for the speedy transmission of your 
paper, which is doing so very much for humanity, as I am. 
1 think that I can^see that each edition is an improvement 
on the one preceding it, that no pains nor expense is being 
spared to make it the best, noblest, and grandest Liberal 
journal in the world. I will ask, Are the Ohristians aware 
of its vast, wide-spreading circulation ? Are they aware of 
the millions of square miles of territory lying stretched out 
from the Passamaquoddy to the Ban Francisco, from the 
Itasca to tne Delta, over which the tidal and irresistible 
wave of humanity’s religion is dashing, having for its creed 
universal mental freedom, witk all the great principles of 
justice and nature’s immutable laws inborn, inwrought, and 
developed all through the wide and deep channels of its 
philanthropic and Materialistic organization ? and that we, 
hundreds of thousands or staunch, out-spoken Liberals of 
America, protectors of human rights and personal liberties, 
now formiog the compact rank and file of the grand Liberal 
army, defy Anthony Comstock, the noted cooing stool- 
pigeon of the ''total depravity” and infant-skull-paved, 
lamp-black, and smoky, hell-believing orthodoxy, to sup- 
press through the United Statea maila, all over this our 
country, the rapid transmission of our powerful and influ. 
ential advocate, THE TRUTH BSEEKER ? Nay, but it shall go 
forth throughout the length and breadth of independent 
Columbia, irom Dan unto Beershebs, proclaiming the truth 
(uot the orthodox ''revealed truth ") upon ail subjects, 
whether religious or secular, forever attacking and exposing 
all fabulous religion@of human institution set up to terrily 
and enslave mankind. i 

Dear friend Bennett, you are only furtheriag the glorious 
work begun and so tffectually wrought by our author-hero 
of the American Revolution, to whose memory is goon to be 
erected à monument in our western metropulis. He also 
was cast into a Christian prison one hundred years ago. I 
think you are the last man that should be imprisoned for 
opinion's sake and for exercising the inalienable rights of 
an American Citizen. Soon you and your army will pro- 
Claim, '' The times that tried men’s soula are over, and the 
greatest and completest revolution the world ever knew is 
gloriously and happily accomplished." ] 

When Í read your sixth. letter from *'' Behind the Bars” 
my heart went out in deep sympatny for you, especially 
when you spoke concerning your sensibility of the false, 
cruel, and malicious things said about you by those whom 


you thought were your friends. But, dear prisoner, rest 
contented, for even to-day you hav more friends and your 
paper & much larger circulation than before your false im- 
prisonment. We will not see your paper discontinued nor 
your business destroyed. You spoke also in relation to 
your new book, “The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
Times," that provided there were sufficient orders received 
to warrant its present publication, you would vigorously 
push the work towards completion. I hav already large 
quantities of Liberal productions purchased at your office, 
but t3 encourage its speedy publication I herewith pledge 
you an order for a copy. As soon as completed I wil! gend 
you postal order for it, or you may forward the same C, O, D. 
I think it very cheap tor 80 large a book, and judging from 
the author's previous writings, I believe it will be a scholarly 
production. I hope you will receive many other orders. I 
also this day forward Mrs, Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville, 
Va., a quantity of postage stamps, to be used by her in pro- 
moting the Liberal cause, H. L. Green's earnest solicitations 
having actuated me to do. this much toward promulgating 
truth, Will not all Liberals do this? Whata help it would 
be? Let us work while the day lasts, for now is the 
accepted time; Hoping this will cheer your soul and make 
you once more glad, also your family to mingle their joys 
with yours, I subscribe myself 


Sympathetically yours, L, Dg WITT GRISWOLD. 


GzNESEO, ILE., Jan. 2, 1880. 

EDITOR or TRUTH SEEEER, Dear Sir: Away out here in 
Illinois where the murmur of the MississippijRiver is heard, 
along whose banks reside many of your triends; whose 
sad thoughts and heartfelt sympathy are with you every 
hour, and who wish and feel that your paper must liv 
and its great editor be honored, I write to tell ‘you that 
your paper is taken in Le Claire, Iowa; and not long ago 
there was a funeral of Mra. M, Follette, a very highly-gifted 
and intellectual lady, at which they read several selections 
from the '‘ Truth Seeker Tracts” and then sang a song from 
the ‘‘ Truth Seeker Collection,” all of which had a happy 
effect. First, it caused many to think there was a new de- 
parture from the old time and style of doing things; and 
second, it had the effect of awakening a spirit of inquiry, 
and many wanted to see the book and to borrow the tracis, 
Bo you see the good work goes on ; a small start may grow 
to be something of importance praua by. Assilent as the 
snowflakes the ‘Truth Seeker Tracts” are dropping into 
thousands of families, and as sure as time passes they will 
bring forth fruit. 

God speed the good work, and prosper the cause to which 
Tae TRUTH SnERER is so earnestly devoted, Be of good 
cheer. Remember the darkest hour is just before the dawn. 
When you come forth all nature will look more lovely and 
smile to greet you. and thousands of hearts will beat lighter 
and freer when you walk forth again a free man. 

Yours in love and sympathy, L. G. BARNES, 
. Oax Gnovz, Jan. 27, 1880. 

Mr. D. M. BENNETT: Inclosed find $3.50 to pay for my 
paper for the coming year and a copy ot Colonel Ingersoll's 
lectures, lintend to stick to Bennett. J used to take Col, 
Bundy’s paper, but stopped it several years ago, tor Joncs, 
Bundy, and Mrs, A. H. Robinson had a nest of iniquity Í 
did not care to sustain. There used to be five Religivs taken 
at this office, but only one now, and that one wiil soon be 
stepped. Yours truly, L. PULSIFER, 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., Feb. 1, 1880. 

FRIEND MACDONALD : I send you a trial subscription for 
three months from a friend who for many years hus been a 
reader of the R-P. Journal, and whose sympathies for 
Bro. Bennett hav boen elicited by the unprincipled conduct 
of its editor Bundy, thus throwing bis influence in favor of 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER and its editor, 

lam pleased to see by your paper that a movement is 
being inaugu:ated to petition the Legislature of New York 
to repeal the laws exempting church property and ministers 
from taxation, I think this is a wise movement, and should 
be extended throughout the Union. ‘There is certainly no 
justice in exempting such property from taxation, as it 
compels in large measure the laborers to support the drones 
who hav in charge this property. 

Ican think of no class of humans more selfish and pre- 
sumptuous, and possessing more check, than the clergy. 
Not being satisfied with all the rights that justly belong to 
them, they now want to thrust their antiquated creed-book 
into the public schools, and make this a Curiatian nation by 
incorporating their triune God into the Constitution. 

So determined are they to rule or ruin that every advantage 
will be taken of Liberals to accomplish their nefarious pur- 
pose. Hitherto the church has proscribed woman's sphere, 
and bitterly opposed her right to the use of the ballot; but 
policy now whispers in its ear to grant her this privilege, 
that it may thereby be enabled to enforce this amendment, 
To accomplish thia end women may at no distant day hav 
the same immunities politically that men hav by unwittingly 
becoming the willing dupes of the clergy, to be more se- 
curely manacled and completely fettered by the chains of 
superstition and bigotry. 

While I hav always accorded to woman equal political 
rights with man, and while I cannot dissent from Prof. 
Jamieson's views as expressed in your issue of Jan. 24th, 
the granting of this right will in all probability be an addi- 
tional power in the hands of the clergy for the suppression 
of tree thought and speech. However, it may in the end 
be the means of producing the revolution in thought so 
much needed to enable all to rightly understand the ruinous 
power exerted by the priests and clergy. Let the worst 
come, if come it must, 80 'hat the nation may again find its 
level. Tnen, and' not till then, may we expect the final tri- 
umph of truth and justice over bigotry and superstition— 
the glorious cause of liberty and progression over tho 
ghastly proscriptive dogmas of the past. 

I am truly sorry to learn that Bro, Bennett's health is not 
good. I wish to cherisa ill will to no one, yet I must say 
1 cannot respect the “powers that be" for tacitly submit- 
ting to priestly dictation, thus cruelly exposing his health 
and shortening his precious life. Hu 1 taithin the efficacy 
of prayer, as I hav 1n the curative eif-cts of nygieo-therapy, 
it would be freely administered in alopathie doses until he 
was again restored to good bealth. He has my warmest 
sympathy and most earnest wish for his early freedom from 
beth pain and prison. Yours, for justiceand freedom, 

J. S. Lyon, M, D. 


PUEBLO, CoL., Jan. 8, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: inciosed please find P. O. 
order for five dollars, three of which are for Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER, and the balance for Mr. Bennett, whom I more than 
regret shouid be imprisoned. I also regret being in arrears, I 
want to read Tak TRUTA SEEKER, and papers like unto it, 
whilst life lasts. Respectfully, JOEN LYNCH, 


ng 


The Truth Seeker, febrmarp 14, 1880. 


ANDREW STONE, M.D., 


Physician for the Last Twenty-three 
Years te the Troy Lung and Hy- 
gienic Institute, Founder of the 
New Magnetic College, and 
Author of “The New 
Gospel of Health," 


TREATS-with remarkable success Pulmonary 
GonsumpHon, Asthma, Terrae, Bronchitis, 
Diphtheria, Catarrh, and all diseases of the air 
passages, by inhalation of his system of cold or 
cool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach trom being 
perverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 

eon the practice of antiquated systems. 

By this WONDERFULLY PERFECTED sys- 
tem, patients are successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
out the necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—based 
in the first place, upon & searching DIAGNOSIS 
of eash case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning's urine (urinary Sanguinis) showing 
the conaiticn of the blood, or paychometrie ex- 
amination by protograph and lock of hair, or 
both,as may be deemed essential, where per- 
sonal presence i8 not had. 

FEES.—For the first month, $15, including 
analysis and diagnosis; or $35 for a course of 
three months’ trea.ment. securing inhaler, with 
whichever one of the following inhaling vapors 
is found to be needed, viz., The Balm, The 
onic, The Expectorant, The Anti-Asthmatic, 
The Anti-Hemorrhagic, The Anti-Septic, The 
Magnetic Blood. Also, with effectual reme- 
dies for Cough, for Night Sweats; Vital. Tonics, 
Magnetic Embrocations and Plasters for relief 
ot Pain and Soreness, and every medicament, 

` magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to each 
patient. Thousands of patients are thus an- 
nually successfuily treated at their own homes 
that are not personally attended, because, un- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
Btantiy deputed in each case, bringing about 
wonderful visible effects. 

Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Urinology. in Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 
gressive physictans that cannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 

The art of healing taught in this College com- 
bines the science of Animal and Vital Magnet- 
ism, Medicated pect Sites Equalizing and Ad- 
just ng the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 
‘using into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 
System Vital Force by Impartation and Induc- 
tion of Psychic Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers. 

The vitalizing magnetic power of healing by 
Sun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing el imination 
ofeffere matter by cutaneous secretion. The 
doctrine taught at this Coll.ge is emphatically 
to construct, to build uv, to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 

Analysis and full report of case made for $5, 
independent of any treatment. Packages 
transmitted free of ull expense to the Institu- 
tion, and stamps for return answers must be 
inclosed in all cases, or no reply will be made. 


Address, ANDREW Stonz, M. D., Con- 
sulting and Attending Physician, Bowery 
Place, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y. 17 


f to B20 korma ise. Address BTIN- 
BON & 00 Porland Mrina H E 1y i 
Terms and 


5 outfit free, 


$60, week in your OWn town. 
CO.. Portland, Maine. 


Address H. HALLETT & 
ly2i 


TIA, WEEK. $12.9 day at home easily made, 
1 Outfit free, Address TRUE & Oo., Augusta, 
aina 1 


DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


“MEDICAL GOOD SENSE" 


PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 
—EMBBACING—. 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 
CAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2, It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute and 
Ghronie diseases, It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s: xual relation- 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 berore 
the day of publicution, this fail, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free, Contents table 
sent free for stamp, 

Dr. T. R. Kinget announces to his Liberal 
friends and patients throughout the United 
Btates and Oanadas that he is positively curing 
many obstinate d1:eases pronounced incurable, 
as Spermatorrhoæn, Seminal Weakness, Nery- 


ous Debility, Impotency. Epilepsy, Paralysis, 
euralgia, Rheumatism, Oatarrh, Asthma, 
ronchhliis, Consumption, Dvsentery, Plies, 


Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, Genital 
Organs, and all diseases of women. Consulta- 
tion Free. Address T. R. KINGET, M. D.. 
817 E. 14th Street, New York, 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 


DR. FO01ES HHALTH MONTHLY 
For one year + nd for the AMERICAN ILLUSTRAT- 
ED PRONOUNTING PookgT DIOTIONARY, con- 
taining 30,000 words, 


ONE DOLLAR wil pay for DR. FOOTE'S 


HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year aud for a large center-table book 
containing the Comnlere Works of. Shukspeze | 
o not forget to send 26 cents to pay postage or 
36 cents if you want it registered. Addr-ss 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING OO., 
129 £. 28th st., New York city. 


Epicürus: or, a Few 
. Days in Athens. 


Being the Translation of a Greek Mes, dis- 
covered in Herculaneum. 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT 
, Containing a copy of the head of Epicurus. 


Price 75 cents, F leb 
» Dn Forsa M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth st., N. Y, Clty. 


CHRONIC DISEASES. 


; Embracing those of tha Blood and Nerves, the 


Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leading 
to them are nlalnly treated by that plainest o 
b^oks, PLAIN. HOME TAL EMBRACING 
MEDICAL COMMON SENSE — nearıv 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by Dit. E. B. FOOTE, 
of 120 Lexing'on Ave, N-w York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19. 1878. Mr. Bennett’s 
TauTR SEEKER thus sveaks of DR..FOOTE and 
his medicai publications: '" We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personaliy and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives an 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information ag is well.calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy. and. 
to be beiter and more useful men and women. 
His medicai works possess the highest value, 
and nav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
has so ably impartad.. š 
Purchassra of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AU LHOR in person or 
by mail FREE. Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion. by mail, postage prepaid, only $1.50. Oon- 
tents tabla free, AGENTS WANT ED. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY 
129 East 28th Street. New York, 


JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES" 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
E containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 

1.25. 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against, the P^ntateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 
phlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incerrect, flied with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
ere two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic, inimitable in its «*vie. and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, auu pathos, 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50, 

Small Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Barony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the foliowing prices: 
Imperial or large size . . .  . 40cents 
Photo or card size . e o œ 20 " 
Life-size Lithograph, 21x27 . . . 50 " 


Postage paid. 
ago paid D. M, BENNETT. 
141 ErGaTE ST., New York. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION, 


-Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures." 


Contents, —" The Gods,” “Humboldt,” “Thos. 
Paine," "Individuaiity," “ Heretics and Her 
osios.” Price, 50 cents. j 


Vol. IL “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures.” 


OoNxTENTS.—'" The Ghosts,” “ Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Child,” " Declaration of Independ- 
ence," * Farming in Ijtincis,” "Speech at Oin- 
cinnati,” “The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream.” Price 50 cents. 

Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Barony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the tolowing 
prices: 


Imperial, or large sizé....0+ee04 40 cents, 
Photo, or card $126... .......... 20 cents. 
Life-size lithograph, 21x27.... 50 cents. 


Postage paid, ; 
Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8i.. New York, 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. " 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after & pastoral service of thirty years at 
Errepigny and But in Champagne, France, 
wholly abjured retigious dogmas, and lett ag his 
" Last Wiland Testament" to his parishion- 
ars, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named Work, entitled '" Oom- 
mon Sense.” 

'Tbis is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Christian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a disiinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


The work of. the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which tke last 
century produced. Thomas Puine’s '' Age 
of Reason” ia mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire's ‘*Philoso nieal Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne coupared wito a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
&nd humane act in translati nghis book so well, 

JAMES PARTON, 

Price.$1 50, 


D. M, BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N. Y. 


FROM 


BEHIND THE BARS, 


A SERIES OF LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 


D. M. BENNETT 


WHILE IN PRISON IN 


LUDLOW-STREET JAIL. 


SHOWING THE 


Enjustice of his Mock Trial and 
the Meanness of his Perse- 
cutors, with Reports of a 
Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
Europe and in 
this Country. | 


ALSO GIVING A 
Suecinct Account of the 
Thousands of Christian Perse- 
cutions that hav Taken Place in 
the Centuries Gone. The Cruelties. 
which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
which is added some of 


MR. BENNETT’S 
LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 


PENITENTIARY. 


650 pp., 12mo, with steel plate engraving 
of the author, Price, $1.50. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


SIATEEN SAVIORS OR NONE; 


The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
cal Gun. 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. PERRY'S “ Nix- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars ot the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isa review of Kersey Graves!" Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidei world against Christianity and the Ribie. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hay met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. Tne most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his ‘‘ Ecclesiastical Court.” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by One, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The wicnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
8elve-, put condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the eáge. This reature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn “ state’s eyi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of tbe ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous anec- 
do:es illuetrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, ‘A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either.’ 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
menta both ror orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1, 
` For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 


ASTROLOGY. 
Future Foretold. 


Mme. E. E Bennett, so well known to the 
readers of THE TRUTH NEEKER, and the Ameri- 
can public generaily, may be consulted on any 
affairs of lite, domestic and business, Calls or 
leiters from one dollar, and a full written 
horoscope, giving fuil diagnosis of character, 
report on health, and a complete resume of the 

ast, With correct report of all future events, 

rom three toten do lars, Address, in ali con- 
fidence, E. E. H. BENNETT, 73 South Wash- 


ington Square (Fourth Bt.?. N. Y. 4& 


Six Lectures on Ástronomv. 


By Pror, RICHARD A. Prooronr. 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city, in the winter of 1876-6, and were re- 
ported honographically expressly for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER by Miss M. 8. Gonteharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever de- 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to ba in 
the possession of every person. Price 20cents, 

The titles of the Lectures are: 

I, Growth of Worlds 

IL Life and Death of Worlds. 
Ili. Other Worlds than Ours. 
IY. Other Suns than Ours. 

V. The Great Mysteries of the Universe, 

YL Religion and Astronomy, 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth st,, N. Y. 


' Price, 25 cents. ° 


‘| onthe Bible, and is the 


EPITOME 


OF THE 


Positive Philosophy 


AND 
RELICION 35 HUMANITY. 


THIRD EDITION, with CHART and INTRO- 
DUCTION. By T. B. WAKEMAN, Eso, 
Just out. Price, 25 cents. 


THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 
Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY ‘and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Just out, By l l 
COURTLANDT PALMER. 


The Bible of To-day. 


By JOHN W. CHADWICK, minister of 
the Becond Unitarian Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
This is undoubtedly one of the most valuable 
and truthful works that has ever been written 
first book in the English 
language that gives an accurate account of age, - 
origin, and character of the various books com- 
posing the Jewish Scriptures, The work is 
candid, learned, and eminentlyfree from preju- 
dice and bitterness. The author consulted 
largely Kuenen, Robertson, Baur, Ewald, Zels 
ler, Davidson, J. H, Allen, Matthew Arnold, 
Oolenso, Knappert. Reville, Nicholas, Oort 
Hooykaas, Noyes, Milman, DeWette, Westcott, 
J. J, Tayler, E. H. Sears, Renan, R. Hanson, Dr. 
J. Muir, Keim, Schenkel, Dean Stanley, Jowett, 
R. W. Greg, Emanuel Deutsch, Tregelles, Oo- 
querel, Mackay, Neander, Alger, Prof, Fisher, 
aud others, It is such a digest of all the reliable 
authorities on the Blble as can no where else 
be found. ref 

Every person who wishes to know-the whole 
truth about the old Jewish Scriptures shouid 
send for this volume. Prica. $1.50. 

D.M. BEENNETT, 141 8th St, N. Y. 


KNOW THYSELF! 
° 

P TEE untold miseries that re- 
guit from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. "hose who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medical work nub- 
lished bv the Pl: BODY MED- 
10aL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
d ? 


- Ex- 

haustea v 
or vitality jmpaired br the errors of youth or too 
usiness, may 


Science of 


6 cents for postage. 

The author refers by permission to JOS. 8. 
FISH ER, President; W, I. P. INGRAHAM, vico- 
Presideut; W. PAINE. M.D.; C. S. GAUNTT, 
;H.J. DOUCET, nns R. H, KLINE, M.D.; 


HOLCOM®, M.U. ; N. R. LYNCH, M.D. ; and 
M. R. O'CONNELL, M.D.. faculty of the Phila- 
delphia University of Medicine and Surgery; 
also the faculty of the American Universi'y o 
Philadelphia; also Hon. P. A. BISSELL, M.D. 
President of the Nationul Medical Association, 
KER Nova Bunch stren : 
Boston, Mass, "De author HEAL 
may be consulted on al ale: 
porien nee . THYSELF 
THE 
BIBLE OF BIBLES: 
] OR 
TWENTY-SEVEN T 

i j ; 

DIVINE REVELATIONS? 

CONTAINING 
ALSO A DELINEATION OF THE OHARAO- 
TER OF THE 
Principal Personages of the 
CHRISTIAN BIBLE, 
' AND AN ^: n 

Examination of their Doctrines. 


BY KERSEY GRAVES, 


Author of “The World's Six» 
teen Crucified Saviors," and 
“Biography of Satan.’ 


The: ground gone over by Mr. Graves 
in the course of this new work is simply as- 
tounding, and the literary labor performed is 
worthy of receiving the approximate re- 
ward of an extensive reading at the hands of 
the public. In the sixty-six chapters into 
which the book is divided, almost every ques- 
tion of interest which arises in the mind atthe . 
mention of the word BisLz is considered in 
that straightforward style which has made the 
volumes of Mr. Graves so extensively sought 
‘after. 


Cloth, large 12mo., 440 pp. Price, $2.00, 


postage free. D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th at.. New York 


The Truth Seeker, Sebrnarp 15, 1880. 


m 


VOLUME VI 


he Truth Seeker 


FOR 1879. 
NOW READY. 


| $12.00 Worth of Liberal Reading 
for $4.50. Containing 826 
Large Pages. A Full 


RECORD OF LIBERALISM FOR 
A YEAR, 


Has. more Liberal reading matter 
than a half dozen ordinary $2 books. 
Lectures, Essays, Scientific Articles, 
Liberal News and Notes, Proceedings 
of Liberal. Conventions during the 
year. Also 


THE TRIAL OF D. M, BENNETT. 


Fall account of the Arrest, Con- 
viction, and Sentence. 
Articles and Lectures by Ben- 
nett, Ingersoll, Putnam,, Bell, 
Jamieson, Underwood, Leland, 
Mrs. Slenker, Bradford, Green, 
Parton, Andrews, Wakeman, 
Paimer, Chapman, and hosts of 
other clear-headed, able Liberals. 
Sent Post-paid, in Cloth, for $4.50. 
Address D. M. BENNETT, 

141 Eighth street, N. Y. 


THE ROOT OF THE MATTER. 
SAMSON ; 


A Mtvth - Storv' of the Sun. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ae- 
eording to the Holy Meu 


of Old. | 


The author of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythical in ite character. He presents 
us a number of coples to be disposed of in the 
interest of THE TRUTH SEEKER. All who pure 
Chage Will therefore aid Tug TRUTH SEEKER to 
the amount of thoit parohaso, or add to the 
Bennett fund as they may choose. 

Samson, 20 cents; Gospel of the: Kingdom, 2 
vols.. euch, 30 cents. 


Great Co-operative Colony. 
NOW FORMING IN NEW YORK. 


Bend 20 cents for pamphlet and Constitution to 


H. E. SHARPE, 
2074 East oth street, N. Y. 


FAMILY CREEDS. 


WILLIAM McDONNELL, 

: Author of “EXETER 
HALL,” “HEATHENS OF THE 
B HEATH,” etc. 

To any who hav read either of this 
favorite Liberal writer's other ro- 
manoes, it only need be said that this 
is not inferior to them. 468 pp. 

In oloth, $1.25. 

For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y.- 


What Is the Bible? 


BY J. T. BUNDERLAND. 


s that so-called sacred books are nat- 
didi pe tacts of the human mind, and givs an 
outline of the origin and growth of the various 
bibles of the world, drawing analogies between 
the historical development of the Jewish Bible 
and other great sacred books, and demonstrat- 
ing religion to be alarger and richer thing than 
Jew, Christian, or Pagan has understood. The 
second chapter is devoted to the Bible, its ori- 


gin, growth. the men who wrote it, when they. 


A why; the third shows tha diffileul- 
Nego of the theory of infallibility of 
the Bibie, and their serious increase with the 
growth of scholarship and science; the fourt 
treats of its Inspiration and revelation, consid: 
ering it claims aa a classic and ns t e paren 
of Monothelam. It is a very broad and catholle 
work, answering the quentions which unte y 
arise in connection with religion, and negat ng 
‘the assumption of an infallible word of God. 


‘rice, $1.00. ; 
? . M. BENNETT. 
` Far an Tenth rm New York. 


READ THIS LIST i 


; OF 
STANDARD WORKS. 


Published by D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., New York, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, 
and Refornters. By D. M. BENNETT, 
Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER. Octavo; 
second edition; enlarged and revised. Being 
the biographies and important doctrines of 
the most distinguished teachers, philoso- 
phers, reformers, innovators, founders of 
new schools of thought and religion, disbe- 
lievers in current theology, and the deepest 
thinkers and most active humanitarians of 
the world, from Menu.down through the 
succeeding three thousand years to our own 
time, Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4; mo- 
rocen, gilt edges, $4.50, 

The Champions of the Church: 
Their Crimes and Persecutions. By 
D. M. BENNETT. Biographics] sketches of 
eminent Christians, from the time of the 
reputed founder of Christianity to the 
presest. -A companion book to '''The 
World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” 
Containing a correct history of the distin- 
guished ornaments and diabolical characters 
of the church. A full account is given of 
the bloody wars which Christianity has in- 
humanly waged to spread its rule. It also 


givesa history of Jesuitism for three centu- 


ries The whole is based upon Christian 
authorities. Price, cloth, $8; leather, $4: 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Analysis of Religious Belief. By 
Viscount AMBERLEY, son of Lord John 


Russell, who was twice Premier of England. 


Complete, from the London edition. This 
remarkable work has attracted unusual stten- 
tion in England. It is the work of a brilliant 
young lord of Christian parents, who was 


brought up in the Christian faith, but who, 


upon investigation and reflection, became a 
decided unbeliever ; the result of which is 
the elaborate work here named, the prepars- 


tion of which occupied him several years. 


Price, cloth, $35; leather, $4; morocco, 


gilt edges, $4.50. 


Whe Great Works of AUR OIERS 
"he 
Contains Life 
of Paine; his theological writings—the Age 
rophecies, 
to Bishop Llandaff, Letter to Mr. 
Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter to Camille 
Jordan, Of the Religion of Deism ; his po- 
litical Writings—Common Sense, The Crisis 
(Nos. I, to XVI. inclusive), aud The Rights 
All in one octavo volume, with a 
fine steel poitrait of Paine. Cloth, $3; 


Paine, Complete. New edition. 
cheapest and best ever sold. 


of: Reason, Examination of 


Reply 


of Man. 
leather, $4 ; morocco, gilt, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion: An in- 

uiry into the Reality of Divine 
k Decidediy the ablest work 
ın this lme ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
It was issued anonymously, 
and the great inquiry was, ''Who is the 
It is most damaging to the Claims 
of Christianity, and its positions and state- 


evelation. 


terest than this. 
author ?” 


ments have never been refuted by the clergy. 


itis very scholarly, and enters into the ex- 
amination of the original Greek in detail and 
with great exactness, Three 8vo volumes in 


one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 
which sella at $15.00. The London Times, 
in speaking of this great work, uses this lan- 


guage : ‘‘ No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 
and effect on the thinking part of the com- 
munity as this work. It has done more to 


open the eyes of the ignorant and credulous, 


and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and 
superstition, than any Other book.” Pub- 


lished Complete in a Volume of 1,000 pages, 
with afullindex, atthe following low prices: 
Cloth, $45 leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, 
$5.50. : 
Nature’s Revelations of Charac- 
for; or, Physiognomy Illustrated, 
Being the moral and volitive dispositions of 
mankind as manifested in the human form 
and countenance, By JosEPH Simms, M.D. 
This work is the fruit of twenty years’ dili- 
gent observation of nature, and presents a 
new and complete analysis and Classification 
of the powers of the human miud and body, 
together with the physiognomical signs by 
which every faculty is disclosed. In one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 260 
cuts, Price, cloth, $2; leather, $45 mo- 
rocco, gilt. edges, $4.50. : 
Paine’s Theological Works. In 
one volume, comprising Age of Reason, Ex- 


-amination of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop 


Llandaff, Letter to Mr. Eskine, Essay on 
Dreams, Of tbe Religion of Deism, ete., 
with a Life and flne s:eel portrait of Paine. 
Cloth, $1.50. ; 

Paine's Politica] Works. In one 
volume, cumprisiug Common Sense, The 
Crisis (Nos. I. to X VI. inclusive), The Rights 
of Man, and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait, Cloth, $1.50. 

The Age of Reason. By Tuomas 
Pank. Large type. Paper, 26 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. . 

The Age of Reason and the Ex- 
amination of Prophecies. By Taom- 
as Parne. Large type. Paper, 60 cents; 
cloth, T cents. : 

Common Sense. By Txomas PAINE. 
His first and most important political work, 
Paper, 15 cents. 


The, Rights ot "ian. By THomas 
Parnz.® Whiten in detense of his fellow- 
man. A work almost without a peer in the 
world. Large type. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 
80 cents. . 

. Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BraNCHARD. 12mo, Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 40 cents; 


The Heathens of the Heath. By 
Wma. MCDONNELL, author of Ex-ter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $2.00; cloth, 
$1.50. : 

Career of Religious ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science. 
By HUDSON TUTTLE. An able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world. 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
Cloth, 75 cents. ^ - : : 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M. 
BENNETT. Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $1.00. 

The Humphrey-EBennett Discus- 
sion, A debate between Rev. G. H. HUM- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
Bennett, Editor of ‘‘The Truth Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 8. Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cloth (550 
pp.). $1.00. 

The Burgess-Under wood Debate. 
Between Pror. O, A. Burexss, President of 
the. Northwestern Christian University at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Ont., commencing Juoe 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke. First PRopo- 
BITION: ‘! The Christian Religion, as set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin.” Burgess in the affirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. Sxconp 
Proposition: ‘‘ The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin." Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the neg- 
ative. i2mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 

The Cioced of Christendom: 
Foundatic Contrasted with its 
Superstructure. By W., R. GREG, au- 
thor of * Enigmas of Life,” ** Literary anu 
Social Judgments,” etc. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the “ Fortnightly 
Review,” says: ‘Some twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most 
zminent men of science asked, * Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg's Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg, coming later, had the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on al! 
sides; to’it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally to 
so thorough, Clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the' public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument—occupying® precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable.” 

One volume, crown octavo, with com- 
plete index. The London edition sold for 
$5. Price of American edition, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples Ðe- 
bate. Between DB. F. UNDERWOOD, of 
Boston, and the Rev. Joun MaurLzs, of 
Toronto, Ont. Held at Napanee, Ont., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
First: ‘‘That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are Jllogical and con- 
trary .2 Reason.” Sxconp: ‘‘The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond all other books its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood de- 
nies. Reported in ífu'l and revised by the 
debaters, 111 pp. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
69 cents. 

Enterrogatories to Jehovah. By 
D. M. BENNETT. A series of close questions 
upon a great variety of subjects, 1rom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, the 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embraced by the 
Church. With a full-length portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Answer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturally-Re- 
vealed, Infallibly-Inspired, and Miraculousiy- 
Attested Religion in the World? By E. E, 
GuILy, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parts. 
Paper, 30 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Seeker Leaflets, ot two pages 

each. ‘I'nirty-two in nmber; 4 cents per 
dozen; S cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $2.00 per thousand. 
: Adventures of Elder Triptolemus 
Tub. Comprises important aud starting 
disclosures concerning hell, its magnitude, 
morals, employments, climate, etc.¢ By 
Rev. GEORGE HoaERs. A rich, interesting 
little work, Paper, 16 cents. 


_| cloth, *6 cents. 


Its 


Truth Seeker Collection, of 
Forms, Hymns, and Xccitations, 
Forms for Organizing Societies, Forms for 
Constitutions and By-Laws, for Funeral 
Services, Marriage Services, Naming of In- 
fants, Obitaary Notices, Epitaphs,. Wills, eic. 
Also, nearly 526 Liberal and Spiriturlistic 
Hymns, original and selected, for Public 
Meetings, Funerals, Social Gatherings, etc, 
The whole supplemented by a fine selection 
of Recitations, comprising many of the 
finest poetical gems in the language, Over 
580 pages, at the extremely low price of T8 ` 
cents, in cloth. 

Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 
His Manifold and Wonderful Adventures in 
the Land of Cosmos. ` A New Scripture from 
an antique manuscript (evidently inspired) 
discovered by I. N. Frogz, in conjunction 
with A. HOOK, Esq, Very amusing. Price, 
25 cents. ` 

Proceedings and Addresses at 
the Freethinkers’ Convention, held 
at Watkins, N. Y., August 22, 23, 24, and 95, 
1878. A volume of 400 pages, containing the 
speeches made during the four days’ seasion 
by Dr. T. L. Brown, Prof. A. L. Rawson, 
Elder F. W, Evans, Elder G. A. Lomas, 
Prof. J. H. W. Toohey, Dr. J. M. Peebles, 
Dr. T. B. Taylor, Hon. George W, Julian, 
James Parton, T. B. Wakeman, Elizur 
aut T. C. Leland, C. D. B. Mills, Mrs. 
L. N. Colman, Mrs. P. R. Lawrence, Ella E. 
Gibson, Mrs. Mary E. Tillotson, Mrs. Olara 
Neymann, Mrs, Augusta Cooper Bristol, W. 
E. Copeland, Horace Seaver, John W, Truea- 
dell, and aeveralother persons. Price, cloth, 

* . yw. 

Truth Seeker Tracts. Bound Vol- 
umes L, IL, JIL, IV., and V. These vyol- 
umes, Containing over 520 pages each, are 
made up of over one hundred ‘Truth Seeker 
Tracts, with some additional kinds. They 
embrace a Variety of subjects. by different 
authors, written in a terse, trenchant, and 
spicy style. They are offered st the ex- 
tremely low price of 60 cents per volume in 
paper covers, and $1.00 ia cloth; or 50 
cents each in paper, and 75 cents each in 
cloth if the whole set is taken. 

Sepher Toldoth Jeschu; or, the 
Book of the Generation of Jesus. 
First English transiation of the ancient Jew- 
ish story of Jesus, who was born at Bethle- 
hem about the year 106 B, 0., being the son 
of a betrothed maiden named Miriam (Mary) 
by Joseph Pandera. How and why the Ro- 
mans Changed ‘‘Kepha” to *' Petros.” Start- 
ling evidence that Paul flourished before the 
middle of the first century B, 0,, contempo. 
rary with the aforesaid Kepha. Price, 20 
cents. 

Last Will and Testament of Jean 
Mestier, curate of à Komish churca in 
France in the eighgeenth century, whose 
views upon theology were not published 
until after his death, and are now for the 
first time presented in English. Very radi- 
cal and able. Price, 25 cents. 

Influence of Christianity Upon 
Civilization, By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Revised edition. One of the most uble treat- 
ises upon the subject ever written, Price, 
25 cents. 

Christianity and Materialism, By 
B. F. UxpERwOOD. Revised euition. la 
this treatise the two Systems are fairly and 
ably examined from a historical standpoint. 
Price, 15 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in the 
Piace of Christianity, By B, F. Ux- 
DERWOOD. Price, paper, LO cents. 

Amberley's Life of Jesus; Mis 
Character and Doctrine, A chapter 
from '''Phe Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY, Price, cloth, 60 
cents; paper, 35 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By W. 8. 
BELL. Revised and enlarged edition. Price, 
25 cents. 

Religion not History. An able ex- 
amination of the morals aad theology of the 
teachings of the New Testament, By W., F, 
Newman, Emeritus Professor of University 
College, London. From the London edition. 
Price, 25 cents. 

Bennett-Teed Discussion. Betweea 
D. M. BENNETT, Editor of ‘Lhe Truth 
Seeker,” and Cyrus Romunus R. TEED, of 
Moravia, N. Y. Proposition discussed: 
*' Jesus Christ is not only divine, but is the 
Lord God, creator of heaven and earth.” 
Teed affirming: Bennett denying. Paper, 
30 cents; cloth, 60 cents. 

Blakeman’s Two Hundred Poet- 
ical Riddles, (For children and youtn.) 
Embracing a great variety of subjects. This 
work is new and interesting, and affords a 
great amount of amusement in the family 
circle, as well as in gatherings of children 
and older people, Price, 20 cents. 

Six Lectures on Astronomy. By 
Pnor. RICHARD A. PRoCrOR, Delivered at 
Steinway Hall, New York, in the winter of 
1875-76. 1. Growth of Worlds; 2. Life and 
Death of Worlds; 3. Other Worlds than 
Ours; 4, Other Suns than Ours; 5. The 
Great Mysteries of the Universe; 6. Religion 
and Astronomy. 65 pp. Paper, 96 cents 

Beyond the Veil. A Spiritualistic 
work, said to be dictated by the spirit of 
PASCKAL BEVERLY RANDOLPH, aided by 
Emmanuel Swedenborg and others, through 
the mediumship of Mrs. Frances H. McDou- 
gall and Mrs Luna Hutchinson. li gives 
minute and interesting descriptions of life in 
the spirit world—its location, intermediate 
state, landscape, habitation, food, clothing, 
industrial interests, etc. It containg a steel 
engraving of P. B. Randolph, A neat yok 
ume, Price, $1.50. — 


7 


ns The Truth Seeker, February 1%, 1880. u 
peers eee ers se EC Se 
Odds and Ends. To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

| - States in Congress Assembled : 


Gone like. E b Bell docet night 1. The undersigned citizens of the United States respectfully but earnestly remonstrate and petition against any 
ae P eA i further legislation by your Honorable Bodies, in the form of postal laws or otherwise, which shall have the effect to 
Pip ein n gro s abridge the freedom of the press and of speech, and the inviolability of the mails. —  — . 
2. Your petitioners pray that the Postal Laws of the United States may be revised and limited to purely postal 
purposes and brought clearly within the Constitution, and that all attempts to establish a censorship and espionage 
over the mails based upon the sentiments and meaning of the matter mailed may be abandoned, and that all fines and 


And all is stilland dark as death, 

And then you dance around and swear, 
Anda&natch out handfuls of your hair, 
Because you bought a " put.” a " call," 
And didn't hav no sense at all. 


ONLY & pin with gleaming point, 
Nestled within a chair; 

Only a small boy snickering whffe 
A step is heard on the stair, 

Only an upward leap through space, 
Anda torrent of oaths and screeches, 

While the bent pin glistens in the rear 
Of the old man’s Sunday breeches. 


HE took his sled into the road 
And, Jord a massy! how he slode. 
And as he slid he Jaughing cried 
" What fun upon my sled to slide.” 
And as he laughed, before he knewed, 
He from that sliding sled was slude. 
. Upon the slab where he was laid. 
They carved this line, '" Thia boy was slade.”” 


SOBIPTURAL SCAPEGOATS. 
In a famous sanctuary an insurance secretary, 
Very cool and calm and wary, heard his pits- 
tor praach and pray; 
And this pious person wondered at denuncla- 
tion thundered 
*Gainst some wretches who had blundered. in 


imprisonments heretofore imposed under such laws may be repaid or relieved. l 

3. Your Petitioners respectfully repre&ent that their motive in signing this Petiton is not sympathy with nor a 
desire to further the evíls against which those laws are ostensibiy directed, and which your Petitioners believe can be 
otherwise obviated, but from the conviction that those laws on the part of the general government are dangerous in 
themselves, that they have been grievously abused, and that as precedents they plainly fall within warning of Presi- 


dent Madison: : 

“Tt is proper to take alarm at the first experiment on our liberties. We hold this prudent jealousy to be the first 
duty of citizens, and one of the noblest characteristics of the late Revolution. The free men of America did not 
delay until usurped power had strengthened itself by exercise and entangled the question in precedents, They saw 
all the consequences in the principle, and they avoided the consequences by denying the principle. "We revere this 
lesson too much soon to forget it." 


` 


Your petitioners therefore earnestly submit that those laws should be repealed or limited to strictly postal 
purposes, and that the criminal or other objects of government sought to be attained by them should be attained by 


the ordinary course of governmental administration. 


& long forgotten day, 
And had sadly gone astray. 


Then he thought : Our well-paid preacher, like 
& careful sort of teacher, 


Speaks of sinners out of reach, or sins tlaat 


may be out of date; 
But he never hurts our feelings by unseenily 
harsh revealings 
Of the modern style of stealing, under which 
the rich and great 
Rob the people or the state. 


‘Tis as it should be, surely: we are for religion 
purely. 
And can listen quite demurely.to the oft-re- 
peated tale; 
For we hav no part or lot in those old sinners, 
rank and rotten, 


. Who so scandalously got in scrapes that ougrht 


to fill the jail : 
Cultured minds default or fail, 


Bome disciples hav recorded different duty 


that the Lord did, 
When he scorned the rich and sordid, 
held the poor and meek; 


When he scourged tlg money changers, and ex- 


plained to Jewish grangers 


Points about the sort of dangers that will 


make the rich men squeak 
Whea the heavenly land they seek. 


But the present dispensation sees a vast exüg- 


geration 


` Inthe, harsh denunciation that is written as 


the Lord’s. 


Now the rich man is in favor, salt thatloses not 


its savor, : 

When the marble cutter’s graver his succes- 
ful life records, 

And his heirs divide his hoards. 


Ir will be remembered at the'' Hub” that mn 
Wednesday, the 16'h of July last, at 3 P.M., tlhe 
excessive heat of the day had prepared pir: 
boiled humanity to welcome any change in tihe 
atmospheric condition. An hour brought oma 
change inthe shape of a terrible thunder storm, 
accompanied by a well-developed sample of 
Western tornadoes. Many lives were last 
among the shipping along the Massachuselts 
coast, and especially in Boston harbor. The 
damage to glass in the city and vicinity was 
very heavy. The next day after the storm one 
firm on Canal street reported the sale of severa] 
thousand panes» f glass. The whole perform- 
ance was Without a precedent in the memory of 
the oldest inhabitant. The startling appear- 


ance of the sky previous to the bursting of the | 
hail-burdened elouds warned travelers and pe- | 


destrians to seek shelter. Among the unfortu- 
nate ones caught out in the storm was a Globe 
reporter. who stepped into a doorway on Han- 
over street to wait until the heaviest of the 
shower was over. He had company in that 
doorway. There were two Chinese '‘ washee- 
washees”’ from Howard street, and several less 
que-rious-looking individuals. Bain fell in tor- 
rents, followed by great hailstones, which 
struck the sidewalk and rebounded in the air. 
Rushing outin the storm the enthusiastic re- 
porter got several specimens, drew a tape-line 
from his pocket, carefully measured them, and 
recorded the figures in his memorandum book. 
Repeating this operation several times. he ut- 
racted the attention of the clerks in the office 
up stairs, who broke off large chunks from the 
block in the ica-cooler and threw them out, 
when the reporter measured them carefully, as 
before, and recorded the result. Everybody in 
the doorway was awe-struck at the size of the 
hail-stones, and the Chinamen were exhibiting 
eyes of unusual roundness and prominence, 
One of the chaps overhead accidentally dropped 
the balanee of the block of ice—which must hav 
weighed over thirty pounds—from which some 
monstrous hail-stones had been chipped; and 
it came down and landed on the sidewalk with 
& crash, scattering the rain-water right and 
left. Just at this instantcame that terrific crash 
of thunder that startled the inhabitants for 
miles around, and of which the papers made 
mention next day. This was too much for the 
terror-atricken Chinamen. They both scooted 


and tip- 
* 


Gems of Thought. 


Brain with modesty it you would end with 
honor. 

THERE is no darkness like the cloud of mind, 
—Byron. 

Goo» company and good conversation are the 
very sinews of virtue, 


Fog him who does everything in its proper 
time, one day is worth three, 


Work furnishes bread for every day, but itis 


and the irritation of a false vanity.— Balzac. 


For virtue’s self may too much zeal be had, 
The worst of madness is & saint run mad.— Pepe. 


For a cloak. what is there that can be 
Bo difficult to pierce as gayety ?—Z. E. Landon. 


Sand, 


world, since fiction can only please us by its 
resemblance to it. 


TRUTH will ever be the predominant passio! of | 
man ; if he loves error, it is because he consid- ; lowing effects: 
‘sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
‘of Sight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 


ers error 88 truth,— Chateaubriand, 


To succEED in the world it is much more 
necessary to possess the penetration to discern 
who is a fool than to discover who is a clever 
man. 


Lone, purity, kindness, and morality are 
gradually becoming more and more univer- 
sal among intelligent and enlightened nations, 
and when a new code of laws and a new system 
of belief take the place of the Mosaic code and 
the Christian system, there will be a far more 
rapid evolution towards real goodness and pure 
Jives.— Elmina Drake Slenker. 


Tue sea is like a human life, 
It breaks upon the shore 
Of Time with a resistless might, 
And, when the goal is just in sight, 
Dies—to return no more. 


And all along the shores of Time 
Full many a wreck doth lie; 

Phe pangs of many a mad carouse, 

Of blasted hopes and broken vows, 
Of happy days gone by. 


As To Freelove, I do not indorse it. neither do 
I think if society were ripe for it, that it would 
result in lust or immorality. Any one who has 
studied the subject on all sides must see that 
freedom is right always, if taken in the abstr:ict; 
but men are soiily taught that they need cre, 


restraint, and guidance, and perhaps always 


will, Butif a few people are so organized and 
circumstanced as to be able to liv above the 
law, I am willing they should do so and fear no 
“terrific scenes of crime, debauchery, and li- 


centiousness " as & result. 


My believing friend, it is just as impossible 
for me to tell thee why the sugar exists in the 
sugar-producing vegetable and not in others, 
and why salt is produced in some localities and 
not in others, and why some fruits are sweet 
and others sour, etc., etc., as thee would find it 
to be to inform me of the true reasons for these 


phenomena. Thee may say they are so becuse j 


a God so created them, and I may suy they are 
go from laws inherent in the materials of which 
they are composed which attract certain prop- 


erties and not others. Yet neither of us can gol. 


to the bottom and tell all the whys and where- 
fores. We know it is a fact, and know that no 
power in the universe can change one single 
law of nature. Now, if there was an omnipo- 
tent God he could do this: he could make men 


! Blood Impurities, 


THERE are no better prudes than the wonaen | 
who have some little secret to hide.— George! 
! Old and 
Terura is the most powerful thing in the | tors 


And your petitioners will ever pray, ete., etc. 


N 


X | 
[S 


"vepope£qd poyprend Aie 
<0, pus pejsonpe [re[nde1 


reader of this who 
ead, Throat, Lungs, 
idneys, Bladder, Bow- 


iver, 
eumatic or Neu- 


Organs, R 
or Eruptions of the Skin, 
Tumors, Cancers, or any 
ervous Affections, or diseases of the Eye or 

, are invited to write to Dr, Fellows, whose 
system of practice is entirely original, omitting 
all Drugs and Mineral Medicines of both the 
ew schools, hence reliable, The Doc- 
crowning medical achievement has been 


in the discovery of an external or outside ap- 


; plication for the permanent eure of Sperma- 
jtorrhoea and Impotency as the result of self» 


abuse in youth, sexual excess in maturer years, 
and other causes, producing some of the fol- 
Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 


T'e- 
Pow- 
er, io. ete. rendering marriage improper or 


Pimples on Face, Aversion to Society of 


males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual 


unhappy. 

Dr. Follows has prescribed his external rem- 
edy for 1,600 cases without a failure to eure in a 
single ease, and some of them were in a terri- 
bly shattered condition ; had been in the ine 
B&ne asylums, many had Falling Sickness— 
Fits ; others upon the verge of Consumption ; 
while others again had become Foolish an 
hardly able to take care of themselves, For 
further information address, with two 8-cent 
stamps, Vineland, New Jersey, where Doctor R, 
P, Feliows is pormanentiy located, and obtain 
his private circular on "Spermatorrhoea and 
its Cure,” or, if afflicted with other complaints 
his large circular treating on the above-name 
chronic diseases, both containing sworn evi- 
dences, which is convincing and positive testi- 
mony to the Doctor’s great skill. In order that 
all can avail themselves of his services he has 
placed his terms at a very reasonable figure. 


{Prom the Denver (Col.) Rocky Mountain Herald. 
* Dr. Fellows is a successful specialist for al 
the diseases which he claims to_cure, such as 
chronic and sexual complaints. His wonderful 
skill and success are bringing kim hundredsof 
cases eekly by letter and otherwise from ail) 

over the United States.” ! 
.LFrom The Boston Investigator] 

* Dr. Fellows is a physician of superior edu. 
cation and extensive practice in private, chron- 
ic, and sexual diseases. We don’t see any need 
of priests for anything, but as à good DOCTOR is 
in our eyes, a benefactor of mankind. we woul 
advise the reader if he has got any of the dis- 
eases mentioned, and doesn’t want to keep 
them, let him write to Dr. Fellows, and obtain 
health which is better than fortune. political 
office, or even religion. 


THE BIBLE OF MOHAMMED. 
(THE KORAN.) 
Translated by George Sale. 


Containing Notes, Preliminary Discourse, 
and Index. $ 

Complete edition in flne English cloth bind- 
ing. 630 large mo pages. at the very low 


price of $1. ddress. D. M. BENNETT 


141 Eighth St.. New York. 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LECITIMATE FRUITS OF 3 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 
This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 


@ S] EMOTO ‘a "tp 10300 


The cut shows the design and 

size of the badge, but not its 

A beauty, The whole badge is in- 
tended to signify symbolically 


Freethinkers’ Badge Pin. 


liberty " is 
being spread over the world by 
the''ieaves of learning,” Badges 
made of heav gold plate; price of single badge, 

ackage registered and postage paid, $1.25. 


" universal mental 


D of one dozen on more: ordorod i one ad- 
ress, package registered and postage pa 
$1.10 ead Meee y P.O, order or reglalored 
letter, For fractional parts of a dollar, postage 
stamps of the denomination of one, three, and 
ten cents taken. Orders filied in the order of 
ihe tones LUCY T OHURCHIDA o 
e patentee . A 
i West Richfield. S M Oo., Ohio, 


BALAMANOCA, N. Y., Dec. 28, 1878. 
Miss CHUROHILL; I am much pleased with 
your " Freethinkers' Badge Pin.” It is a splen- 
id design, and every Freethinker and member 
pihe b eague should hav one and wear 
o 


eral 
e geen of men,” and women too, and 
thus *' let their light shine." Send me one as 
soon as they are completed. H. L. GBEEN, 


NEWRUBYPORT, Mass,, May 19, 1879, 
My Drag Mapam: Your idea of an external 
and visible sign for the friends of mental lib- 
erty,to exhibit to one another on their persons, 
seems to me very good. In union there ig 
strength. In union there is also conscious 
Strength, i. e., courage. 
such as you propose, can certainly do no harm, 
I should like to wear one. But it must be pleas- 
ing; for part of our mission is to promote 
beauty everywhere and in all things. To make 
the world beautiful, and the human life in it 
beautiful, are the vast results of liberty. We 
must do nothing ugly. think nothing ugly, feel 
nothing ugly, wear nothing ug. 9 
Verytruly yours, AMES PARTON. 


LOVE AND TRANSITION; 
AN EPIC AND ARGUMENT. 
190 Pages well bound, . 4 


A quiet, prety badge. 


$1.00. 


WOMAN’S WAY OUT: 


Thirty-flve Essays on Dress .  , 10cents. 


PROGRESS vs. FASHION: 


Full Essay on Dress,10 cts., post paid, from 
this office. 


Third Annual Congress 


OF THE 


National Liberal League 


HELD AT 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 
September 18 and 14, 1879, 

Contains Speeches made and tt " 
also liat of Liberal Leagues boo’ fore rond, 
Work of the Convention, Gonstitution of the 
League, Howto form Auxiliaries, Reports of 


Officers, etc. 
Price, 25 cents; five for a dollar, 


D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St.. Now York eitw. 


What Five Dollars 
Will Do: 


It will pay for THE TRUTH BEEKEB one year 
and a copy of either of the following great 
works: The World's Sages. Thinkers,and He- 
formers, The Champions of the Church, Vise 
count Amberley’s Analysis of Religious Belief, 


that the " world moves,” and that - 


up the street in the driving storm. yelling in 
a frantic manner, as they cleared the doorway: 
** Hoopes up, hellee! Ices wagon comee nekg! 
goo-bye, Johnee,” t 


wings; he could make gods more peaceable l 1 ; 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome | cal Works in one large volume; or a copy of any 
than himself; he could do impossibilities of all aching of the Bible. i 
kinds; if not, he would not be omnipotent.— ofthe 1 A D. M, BENN. two of the above works without Tam TRUTH 
SREREEER, Postage paid on all, 


ENNETT. . 
Elmina Drake Slenker. Btreet,N, X. City. 


H 
SSEKER. It is the best on the subject, » : 
wao Coma cena e and Ny without Fini Shows in the elearest manner that that ‘sad Thomas Paine's Great Theological and Politi 
Price 10 cents, 


141 Eighth 


H 
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] $3 per Year. 


Notes and Clippings. 


SEVEN churches hav been destroyed in Sicily 
by order of the authorities, 


Ir Samson had been like J, C. Bundy he 
never would hav suffered shame and defeat by 
having hishair cut. 


Dz. EDWARD EGGLESTON says that " probably 
one-half the effort put forth in Sunday-school 
work is wasted, and some of it worse than 
wasted." ! 


Owriwa to the recent heavy advances in the 
price of paper, the Ohieago Times has in- 
creased the subscription price of that paper 
twenty per cent. 


AN Englishman writes to the London Times 
that there was not a total abstainer from strong 
drink among the American Episcopal bishops 
who attended the Pan-Anglican Congress. 


THE Rev. Joe Cook is attacking Rev. Phillips 
Brooks, the Rev, Rdward Everett Hale, andthe 
Rev. James Freeman Clarke, because they hav 
joined the 8‘. Botolph, a club which furnishes 
liquors and segars. 


IN the town of Minerva, N, Y., a Catholic 
Irishman joined the Methodist church. The 
Irish flew at him and swore they would kill 
him. He had to be protected by the authorities, 
and finally, to save his life, he went back into 
the Catholic church. 


Cor. INGERSOLL says that on account of his 
Infidelity he loses the company of a good many 
fools, and that he has noticed that people who 
hav the smallest souls make the £reatest fuss 
&bout getting them saved. 


FATHER DANNEHOFFER, & Roman Catholic 
pastor at Morris, Ind., was fined $10 by a judge 
for whipping a pupil in the parochial school. 
He carried the case to the highest court possi- 
ble, and is now compelled to pay the original 
fine and $400 costs. 


Tux case of Infidelity vs. Christianity came on 
for a final hearing at Neosho Falls ou the 24th of 
this current month. A. 0O, Phelps appeared for 
the plaintiff, while D. M. Mitchell had been 
promised to conduct the defence. The defend- 
ent, either in person or by counsel, failed to ap- 
pear. and the case went by default. 


“ Where, oh where was David Mitchell ?§ 
Where, oh where was David Mitchell ? ? 
‘Where, oh where was David Mitchell ?” 

" Safe over in another town.” 
— Burlington Independent. 


Ds. PBUDEN walked into a prayer-meeting at 
Benton, Minn., with an open Bible in one hand 
and a cocked pistol in the other. He said there 
had been altogether too much controversy over 
the meaning of a certain scriptural passage. 
and that he meant to kill anybody who differed 
with him on the subject. He was hurried off to 
an insane asylum. 


WurLE the Baptist preachers are trying to. 
make up their minds what to do with Baptist 
girls who dance, the girls will probably go on 
dancing, after the manner of the light-hearted 
and light-footed youth, without puzzling their 
young brains too much over what seems to 
them the incomprehensible prejudice of their 
pastors against that amusement. It might be 
worth while for the preachers, before they re- 
sume the discussion, to consult the girls and 
hear what they hav to say, 


THE "business boom” has struck the news- 
papers a backhanded blow. The cost of white 
paper has advanced thirty-five per cent, and 
there hav been advances in all the other depart- 
ments. The cost of publishing a newspaper 
now is already a third greater than it was six 
months ago. In St, Louis all the papers except 
the Post-Dispatch hav raised their prices to $3.60 
per year, and the chances are that if the cost of 
publication increases, or even continues at the 
present rate, there will be a general advance.— 
Denver Tribune, 


THE Society for the Prevention of Crime in 
New York has taken to dogging men in the 
streets and prying into their private affairs by 
means of hired spies. It professes to hav the 
names of some very respectable parties whom 
it has caught frequenting houses of ill-repute, 
and it proposes to use them, if necessary, in 
suppressing such places, 


‘questionable places, except those patronized by 
the deacons, the jolly fat parsons, and members 
of the Y. M. C. A., will be closed immediately. 


THE Presbyterian says that the Independent is 
dissatisfied with the account of the creation in 
Genesis, and that it is getting quiteas much 
dissatisfied with the New Testament. 1 
“Congregation ofthe Index” has issued a 
decree placing a number of works on the Index 
Expwrgatorius, among which are " The Religion 
of the Future,” by Count Terenzio Mamiani, 
and a“ Orltical Essay on the Revelations." by 
Jonathan Hevorley, of Charleston, 8. O., which 
is included by Count Mamiana in an anpendix 
to his own work. 


SEVERAL ministers in New York Sunday last 
preached against the espionage system of the 
New York Society for the Prevention of Crime. 
The Rev. Wm. Lioyd was applauded in the Mad- 
ison avenue Presbyterian church when he said: 
“Itis our duty to bear one another’s burdens, 
to throw the mantle of charity over the errors 
of others, and not to appoint church commit- 
tees to smell them out. My whole soul revolts 
at that which is against the very genius of relig- 
ion. I do not believe that any society calling 
itself a Society for the Prevention of Crime has 
any right to send its emissaries into the very 
places where men full and tempt men to break 
the law that they may prosecute them.” 


West Pawuer, V7.,has a militant minister. He 
joined the Debating Club, and when they had 
the question of the Bible in the public schools 
to discuss, he refused to attend. and now he 
has been inquiring around to find out who 
said that “Jesus Ohrist was nothing but a 
tramp.” He would do better to attend the 
lyceums and hear what is said. He is also 
greatly enraged to think that the Spiritualists 
and Liberals would dare to hoid a convention 
at West Pawlet. He says he is going to do all 
he can to stop it. Nevertheless the Convention 
will come off on Feb. 20th, 218t, and 22d, as 
advertised, and it will take more than one 
Frenchman to stop it. 


ME. Jones of Oswego county is either & re- 
markably pious man or something else. A 
week ago Mrs. Jones suddenly elosed her eyes. 
&nd has nor opened them or given any other 
sign of life since. But, on the other hand, the 
physical changes which usually follow death 
hav not shown themselves, and many believe it 
ig a ease of suspended animation or trance. 
Naturally, a physician was called in, but when 
he prepared to administer restoratives, Mr. 
Jones stopped him. The Lord, Mr. Jones said, 
had thrown Mre. Jones into the trance, and if 
the Lord thought best to bring her out of ir, he 
would do so without the doctor’s help. 8o far 
as appears, the doctor bowed himself out and 
left Mrs. Jones to her fate. 


Mz. H, H, HAxpEN. the Methodist clergyman 
who is accused of the murder of Mary Stan- 
nard, and concerning whose guilt the jury dig- 
agreed, was lately released from custody 
upon giving $5,000 bali, conditioned for hie 
appearance at court when wanted. His counsel 
became his bondsmen. It is reported that the 
reverend gentleman has decided not to resume 
his clerical duties, but that he will sell his 
autoblography and deliver lectures. That he 
will not perform the duties of a minister until 
fully exonorated from ail connection with the 
erime of which he is accused, is as it should be. 
The sale of his autobiography is well enough 
but his entry upon the lecture fleld before the 
courts are through with him would be highly 
improper. Piling wood is a very respectable 
and entlrely unobjectionable occupation. The 
dexterity shown by Mr. Hayden in this branch 
of industry would seem to point out the wood- 
pile as the place where he can best display his 
power of mind and body. 


IN Philadelphia a society for Ohristianizing 
the Jews struggles along its weary and unsatis- 
factory way, the principal thing itis noted for 
being that it converts either very few Jews or 
none atali. During five of the twenty years of 
the existence of this society thore were no con- 
versions reported. The anniversary of the so- 
ciety was held a few daysago. The secre'ary 
was ill and was unable to present a formal re- 
port, but the statement was made that during 
the fiscal year then closing he had baptized two 
infants and two adults. Ths Jewish Record 
sharply denouncesthe society and ite work, and 
says that it positively knows that the secretary 


Undoubtedly all {was suffering from ilinegs caused by overeating 
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himself at a dinner party. The expenses of the 
society run from $2,600 to $4,000 a year, being as 
heavy in years when there are no conversicns 
as when five or six converts are reported. The 
Episcopal Recorder says that more Jews hav 
been converted to Christianity in the present 
age than in any former one, and that the num- 
ber of converts throughovt the world is now 
about 100,000 a year. The Jewish Record says 
that this statement is false, and that it was in- 
vented by some pious fraud. 


CARDINAL MANNING and his Episcopal col- 
leagues hav just issued in London a Catholic 
directory,from which statistics of the state of 
the Roman church in that country hav been 
derived. From the list of members of the 
Sacred College of Cardinals it appears that 
there are now six cardinal archbishops, fifty 
cardinal priests, and twelve cardinal deacons, 
one of the latter being John Henry Newman. 
There are only two survivors of the cardinals 
whom Gregory XVI. the predecessor of Pius 
IX., created; three vacancies exist, and already 
in the present pontificate nine cardinals hav 
died. In Great Britain and Ireland and the 
colonial dependencies of England there are 
14 Archiepiscopal and 17 Episcopal sees, besides 
34 vicariates (sees held by vicars-apostolic) and 
8 Episcopal prefectures. Including 11 auxiliary 
bishops there are now holding office within the 
limits of the British Empire 127 bishops and 
archbishops, with a few retired bishops, of 
whom four liv permanently in England. Of 
Roman Oatholic peers there are 38, being an in- 
crease of three, and of Catholic baronets 48. 
The number of priests in England, Wales, and 
Scotland is 2,2311, They serve 1,438 churches 
and chapels, not including the domestic and 
private chapels in houses of gentlemen and 
noblemen. = 


Tut death and burial of Mr. G. C. Rankin. as 
well as his life, hav: paramount claims on 
our attention this morning. Had he been as 


fervent achurchman as he was a Freethinker, 
his praise would be in all the churches. As it 
is, I suppose that this is the only place on earth 
where it is likely to be mentioned in public that 
this scholar and gentleman—the friend of Leigh 
Hunt, of Barry Oornwall and other Liberal 
writers of a past generation—died on the third 
day of this new year. A good many years ago 
he (Mr. Rankin) became anxious that, after his 
death, his tombstone should testify to the prin- 
ciples and convictions of his life. So he care- 
fully prepsred his epitaph. But he vainly 
sought to find a cemetery which would agree to 
admit a stone engraved with such sentiments as 
his, Then he had an epitaph put on a marble 
slab, and paid afirm of marble-cutters in Re- 
gent street to exhibit it in their window. where 
it remained for along time. But when he felt 
his end drawing nigh hesecured what appeared 
to him the best compromise he could with the 
Kensal-green Company. They consented to 
admit the Latin part of his epitaph if he would 
omit most of the English part. The old gentle- 
man Was in his seventy-ninth year, too feeble to 
fight any more. and very reluctantly (as he told 
me) he hadto surrender the pith of his epitaph 
made over by the Arimatheans of Kensal-green 
in & way characteristically Christian. The 
original epitaph. as he wrote it, was as follows: 
"G.C. R.. &@, &2. ' Ignotum est quo modo et per 
que vivimus. Neither Theist nor Atheist; but, 
in the hour of death, as in life, protesting in 
behalf of duped humanity against the impious 
craft of all proposed revelations of the un- 
know», as mere competitive varieties of ubiq- 
uitous predatory Bacerdotalism.  ' Stabiliatur 
veritas ruai sacerdos." On the obelisk set up 
last week over this Freethinker tne Latin sen- 
tences are preserved; but the English is cut 
down to the words, " Neither Theist nor Athe- 
ist.” The old scholar’s mind must hav lost 
some of its discrimination if he accepted that 
compromise. An ordinary reader, unac- 
quainted with Latin, might easily conclude that 
in saying he was “ Neither Theist nor Atheist,” 
he meant to denounce the heresy of modern 
Theism, along with Atheism, from the stand- 
point of a Christian. The casual visitor to 
Kensal-green might say. ‘This must hav been a 
monk who hated Theists and Atheists, and the 
other sentences must be from his Latin brevi- 
ary." We may remark, too, the willingness to 
allow learned men to indulge in heresy pro- 
viding they put it in Latin and refrain from 
diffusing it among the common people,—From 
a sermon by Moncure D. Conway" 
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Events of the Week. 


Cxxz0aGo-has had a $400,000 fire. 


À FIBE in Boston on the 12th caused a loss of 
$50,000. 

Tux late storms made great havoc along the 
Irish coast. . 

DESTRUCTIVE inundations hav occurred in 
Sardinia and Italy, 


A Goup deposit, five feet in width, has been 
discovered at Madoc, Canada. 


A Rr. Lours millionaire committed suicide in 
& Philadelphia hotel on the 12:h. 


Tue cattle plague, together with dearth of 
food, is causing fearful distress in Oyprus. 


Many of the ritualistic clergy of the church 
of England are going over to Oatholicism. 


Surorps is again becoming epidemic. Scarce- 
ly a day passes without one or two cases of it, 


A YoUNG man in Londonderry, N. H., is under 
arrest for outraging and murdering his aunt. 


Tur Chatham Mills, Philadelphia, were de- 
stroyed by the flames on tho sth. Loss, $175,000. 


GEORGE WALEER, of New York. has been ap- 
aes Oonsul-General of the United States at 
Paris. ; 


THERE is a prospect of a general strike among 
the coal miners and iron-workers of Pennsyl- 
vania, 


THREE men Were recently found dead in a 
garbage-barge in Baltimore, suffocated by nox- 
ious gases. 


BisHo? ELDER has been appointed coadjutor 
to Archbishop Purcell, of Cincinnati, with right 
of succession, 1 


A TEEBRIBLE conflagration has taken place in 
the town of Ayet, France, The sufferers are in 
great distress. 


THE Connecticut Tramp law has had the ef- 
fect of driving those unfortunate wanderers 
from that etate. 


THE French steamer Valentine, from Cardiff 
for Dieppe, has foundered at sea. Sixteen per- 
sons were drowned. 


Ir is reported that the Rev. Mr. Hayden will 
800n be rearrested and tried again for the 
murder of Mary Stannard. 

Tu House Committee on Labor has agreed to 
report favorably on a resolution forthe enforce- 
ment of the Eight-hour law. 


Tur town treasurer of North Andover, Mass., 
is a defaulter to the amount of $15,000. Like 
Crosby, he believed in deceit. 


THE steamer Constantine, from England for 
Malta, foundered on the oth off Land’s End. 
Only two of those on board were saved. 


THE unemployed workingmen of California 
demand the immediate discharge of all Ohina- 
men employed by corporations in that state. 


A PARSON named Bowen, of Somerset county, 
Md., recently married an old farmar of the 
same place to his twelve-year-old step-daugn- 
ter. 


A man aged forty recently eloped with and 
married a girl of twelve at Port Jefferson, Long 
Island. The indignant neighbors talk of tar 
and feathers for the bridegroom. 


A CLERGYMAN of Oswego Falls, N. Y., kept the 
dead body of his wife in the house two weeks, 
expecting the Lord to work a miracle and re- 
store her to life. He was finally compelled to 
bury her. 

Tas island of New Caledonia, near Australia, 
was recently visited by a terrible cyclone, blow- 
ing at the rate of a hundred miles an hour. It 
resulted in enormous destruction of property 
and loss of life, 


Tux Baroness Burdett-Couts, of London, has 
contributed $2,500,000 to the Irish relief fund. 
The fund is growing rapidly. The theaters 
throughout the country are to giv performances 
for the benefit of the fund. 


Tur wife of a Methodist clergyman named 
Walker. of Somerset county, Mass., was arrested 
forrunning away from her husband. Her de- 
fense was that he had brought a mistress home, 
and persisted in living with her in spite of her 
protestations, 
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toms—of the Spaniards, and when the British Minis- 
ter, who represents his government at Madrid, refuses 
to witness such revolting spectacles, and, instead, 
spends his Sundays at home reading his prayer-book, 
he subjects himself to the censure of the people as 
jimmoral—that is, he does not conform to the opin- 
“lions and manners of the Spanish people, but arro- 
gantly forms his own opinion and does as he deems 


Communications. 


Natural and Divine Marriage against the Legal 
Institution of Marriage, 
' BY MORTIMER KING. 


Is there any universally-recognized standard of 
morals? If not, has not every intelligent and sane 
, person a right to form his own standard, according 
to his own convictions, of what is right and what is 
wrong, subject, however, to the grand law of nature 
that in the pursuit and enjoyment of his own happi- 
ness, and in order to live in just relations to his fel- 
low-men, he must, in his acts, neither injure himself 
nor any other human being? ‘These are the impor- 
tant questions I propose to discuss in this essay, and, 
if we can, arrive at the truth, to notice its bearing on 
ihe E of love and marriage. 

It is 2 singular fact that although mankind have 

. been so long upon the earth, and have made and are 
constantly making so many other substantial attain- 
ments in civilization, there is as yet no universally- 
recognized standard by which to judge the right or 
wrong of human actions. There must be such a 
standard if men are moral agents and responsible 
for their doings. But the difficulty is to gather the 
verdict of all mankind, after an agreement on the 
merits of the question, that a certain class of actions 
shall always and everywhere be considered right, 
while the opposite class shall always be deemed 
wrong If there be a law of numbers which causes 
the truths of the multiplication table to be univer- 
sally accepted, and if the law of gravitation, by its 
uniformity of action, causes a pound’s weight to be 
accepted as such everywhere on the globe, it seems 
reasonable that for intelligent, moral, and account- 
able agents, living in crowds and sustaining close 
relatious to each other, there should be a law govern- 
ing those relations. 

Webster, in his dictionary, defines the word 
morality to be “the conformity of an act to the 
divine law ;” but this phrase is as uncertain in its 
meaning as the phrase “large as an apple,” since we 
have apples of all sizes. Every one of the hundreds 
of existing sects into which the Christian church is 
divided has its own interpretation of what the 
* divine law ? requires and forbids, and their antag- 
onism to each other grows out of this fact. If 
Webster meant by this term the Decalogue, or Ten 
Commandments, which was the constitutional law 
of the Hebrew commonwealth, and which is sup- 


posed to be universally binding, we must remember 


that the Old and New Testament transgressors all 
had that standard in their hands, and all professed 
to go and be governed by it as a rule of life, and all 
violated it. The neuter noun “morals” does not 
mean conduct consistent with the Jewish Decalogue, 
nor with any other universally-accepted standard, 
for there is none. Tt comes irom’ the Latin mos 
moris—plural mores—and means the customs or 
manners of society, whatever they may be. The 
morals of mankind is, therefore, as different in dif- 
ferent ages, countries, and races, as are their com- 
plexions and other physiological traits of character ; 
80 that what is deemed virtue in one age becomes hid- 
eous vice in the next. To snbstantiate this founda- 
tion fact, and to prepare it for the superstructure we 
would build upon it, let me cite the historical proof. 

Twenty-five years ago the clergy, the lawyers, the 
doctors, and. all the rest of what constituted the 
upper and controlling classes in fourteen states of 
this Union, held slaves, bought and sold slaves, and 
if they did not as a business breed slaves for market 


like cattle, had no objection, on a pinch in their 


affairs, to sell any offspring of a female slave born 
to them in their houses. These people—the most 
. respectable in the South—considered slavery a divine 
institution, although it doomed its victims to total 
ignorance and drove the plowshare of ruin through 
the family relations, making slaves mere chattels, 
legally incapable of being either husbands or wives, 
parents or children. ‘The respectability of the 
Southern slaveholding ‘class was such that the 
respectability of the North caught the moral conta- 
gion, and soon came to see and say that slavery was 


not wrong; and thus the whole nation, except a 


handful, became pro-slavery in sentiment and prac- 
tice. Had Garrison or Jay gone to the South on any 
errand, and were the fact known, they would have 


been arrested as criminals, and, although men of 
irreproachable conduct in all the relations of life, 
they would have been convicted by the courts of law 


or sent to the stake by mob law. Why? Because, 
by speech and by example they condemned the man- 


ners, the customs—the morals, in this respect—of 


Southeru society. 

. At this day and for 
has been the custom of the Spanish people-on Sun- 
days, after “ divine service" in the morning. The 
king, the queen, and nobles, as well as the common 
people who can afford it, take infinite pleasure in 
seeing an animal tortured to death, and in witnessing 
the good or bad luck of the matadores and picadores 


as they show their skill in exasperating the bull and’ 


avoiding hisragein the arena. Such entertainments, 
ag far as they go, constitute the morale and—~the ous. 


generations past bull-baiting 


right. But if the Spanish Embassy at London. werg 
to attempt to get up a bull-bait for the amusement 
of their countrymen in England, on Sundays, it 


would be prohibited by the authorities as immoral. 
The Spaniards are a branch of the Latin race, and 


when the Latin, or Roman, empire was at the hight 


of its glory and power, gladiatorial conflicts were 
the grand amusements of the people. Men were 
trained by hundreds to fight and cut each other to 
pieces in the arena of the amphitheater. The bare 
description given in history of -those scenes of 
cruelty, which continued for ages, curdles the blood 
of us moderns; and, were it not true beyond all 
doubt, we would deem it impossible that men and 
women of the highest taste and culture of those 
times could take pleasure in such exhibitions of 
barbarity. There were no doubt some who con- 
demned such terrible scenes of carnage, but if they 
absented themselves from the entertainment, or 
expressed opinions contrary te the prevailing cus- 
toms, they would have been deemed immoral. He 
who lives in Rome must do as the Romans do. 

The standard of morals in Utah territory re- 
quires that—to give numerical strength to the 
church of Latter Day Saints, and to preserve Utah 
as a home for the Mormon faith—every good Mor- 
mon who is able to do so should marry a number of 
wives and have as many children as possible. The 
saints in the old dispensation, when God came 
nearer tó man than ever before or since, practiced 
polygamy, as most of the oriental peoples still do. 
David, the sweet singer of Israel, and the man 
after God's own heart, had many wives. Solomon 


had seven hundred, and as if that were not enougb, 


he had three hundred concubines, additional, These 
patriarchs, who were such favorites of heaven that 


.they conversed with God only second-handed, and 


who are held up as models of piety in the New Tes- 
tament,if they were living in the state of Massachu- 
setts would be sent to prison as criminals. 

The Rev. George Whitfield, the eminent revival- 
ist, who flourished in England and in this country 
toward the close of the last century, was not only à 
holder of slaves, but condemned the laws which at 


'that time forbade the introduction of slaves into 


Georgia. In his journal he writes, * Blessed be 
God for the increase of the negroes," meaning, 
thereby, a new arrival from the coast of Africa. 
He writes again in his journal, “I am determined to 
take no more orphans into the orphan house till I 
can buy more negroes.” 

The Rev. John Newton, who afterwards became 
the famous evangelical preacher in the Church of 


England, commanded a ship which traded in slaves 


on the coast of Africa; and he tells us that in his 
last voyage to Guinea “he experienced sweeter and 
more frequent hours of divine communion than he 
had ever elsewhere known.” The horrors of the 
middle passage, when dead negroes were brought 
out from under the hatches every morning and 
thrown to the sharks that accompanied every slave- 
ship on the ocean, never shocked nor sickened his 
piety in the least. The moans of the dying never 
fell upon his ear painfully, and the stench which 
proceeded from their horrible conditions of neglect 
was never disagreeable to his olfactory nerves, and 
never interfered with the spirituality of his religious 
exercises, for he says in his journal, * No employ- 
ment ever afforded greater advantages to an 
awakened mind than the command of a slave-ship.” 
He had even descended so low in infamy as to be- 
come the overseer of a slave-barracoon on the Gold 
Coast, and, after thriving in that business for some 
time, became a partner of the firm. All this conduct 
was deemed eutirely consistent with the highest- 
toned evangelical religion'in England. 

To come nearer home, this same slave-trade was 
practiced by our own fathers a century ago; and 
many families in Boston and elsewhere in New 
England are now enjoying wealth accumulated in 
that outrageous, yet most profitable, traffic. The 
United States Constitution allowed it to continue 
till the year 1808. Jt was, therefore, moral, and of 
course respectable, to engage inthe business. But 
at 12 o'clock on the night of the 31st of December, 
1807, the complexion of the custom changed instan- 
taneously; and after that moment a practice which 
had been previously followed by the most religious 
people became piracy. ‘Yen minutes before twelve 
it was moral and consistent with religion to be man- 


'stealers and traders in the souls and bodies of their 


fellow-men. Ten minutes after, it was a crime pun- 
ishable with death. 

Now these cases—and I could quadruple their 
number—show that the word * morals? has no cer- 
tain definite meaning like the words white, black, 


red, but means customs, manners, and is as change- 
able in different ages and couutries as the fashions 
in regard to dress Hach age forms jta pwn system 


of morals, and he is deemed immoral who does not 
conform to it. The best importance of. this fact is 
seen when we remember that questions of right and 
wrong affect the permanent weal or woe of countless 
thousands of our fellow-beings. 

I have intimated that; if there be an eternal dif- 
ference between right and wrong, there-must be a 
standard or rule by which persons in the social state 
may shape their course in life so as to have a con- 
science void of offense towards all men. The church, 
although professing and claiming to be the sole, 
infallible teacher of morals, has furnished no such 
rule, for she has justified every crime it is possible 
to commit; and the state has furnished no such rule, 
for it has legalized crime in various forms,and pun- 
ished virtue. But common sense has furnished tbe 
desideratum, the thing desired, and declares this ` 
proposition to be true, that as every individual 
member of society has a sacred and inalienable right 
to form his own religious creed, taking the conse- 
quences, so he has the same right, taking the con- 
sequences, to make his rude or standard of morals 
to agree with his own intelligent conviction of what 
is right and what is wrong. We find that, from the 
cradle to the grave, every act of a human being’s 
life is prompted by a desire to increase the sum of 
his happiness. Man is a complex being. He hasan ` 
intellect which hungers for knowledge, its appropri- 
ate food. He has a body with many desires, all of 
which crave satisfaction, and he has affections which 
seek their object in holy love. Now, it is both a 
right and a, duty, in order to secure a symmetrical 
development of character, to gratify all these de- 
sires, Which spring from his threefold nature, with 
the single proviso that, in so doing, he inflicts no 
injury either upon himself or any other human 
being. 

The merit of this rule of morals is that it is easily 
understood, that it applies to every age and country, 
and that it never changes in its character, but, like 
the polar star in the heavens, is fixed and visible, 
enabling the traveler, whether on the land or sea, to 
find out the way it is safe for him to go. ‘ It is more 
portent than the Golden Rule of Confucius and of 

esus, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,” 
for that love puts the neighbor first, whereas this 
natural, and therefore infallible, rule requires that 
since a man is nearer to himself than to any other 
being, he ought to love himself primarily, and so 
much as never by any practice to injure himself. It 
measures the amount of love we owe our neighbor 
by the amount we owe ourselves, and leaves it—not 
as the other rule does—to the discretion of that class 
of lop-sided philanthropists whose quixotic benevo- 
lence cares more for others than themselves. While 
it does not deny the rights of society, it maintains 
the individuality and independence of its members, 
and contends that the rights of society are only 
those which its members have „delegated to it for 
publie purposes of defense and not to suppress the 
liberty of the individual to form his own religious 
creed and his own standard of morals. It is summed 
up in the profound philosophy of Polonius's advice 
to Lertesin Hamlet: =~ 


** This above all—To thine own self be true; 
Aud it must follow, as the night the day, 
Thou cans’t not then be false to any man.” 

If we go beneath the surface of society, as indi- 
cated by its laws and passions, as we have a right to 
do in a radical discussion of a most important sub- 
ject, we shall find that even in England, the most 
ostensibly religious nation in Protestant Christen- 
dom, the best classes are beginning to accept this 
theory in jts application to love and marriage. 
Marian Evans, the most renowned writer of fiction 
in this age, lost no credit at all, either as a writer or 
a lady, because she sustained relations to Mr. Lewes 
that were not only not recognized but were actually 
forbidden, with penalties, by the laws and morals of 
England, Dean Stanley lost no credit when he met 
this famous couple in Westminster Abbey on Sun- 
day, and assigned them seats of honor during divine 
worship. Sarah Bernhardt, another woman of ‘abil- 
ity, was never “married” according to law and morals 
now in vogue, but is the mother of four beloved 
children ; nevertheless, she is as much admired and 
courted by the best English society as if she had 
been “married” by the Archbishop of Canterbury or 
Cardinal Manning. By her conduct she proclaims 
her conviction, and society, in a tacit but most sub- 
stantial way, admits it, that society has no right to 
inquire about and meddle with her private relations 
at all, but that these are mattets which concern her- 
self alone. She is, therefore, treated as a lady as 
well as an artist, without Mrs. Grundy being allowed 
to demand, as a sine qua non, a sight of her mar- 
riage certificate. 

In New York and other cities where it can be done | 
without attracting public attention, married men and 
married women who, unfortunately, have been “ mar- 
ried” but not mated, and therefore do not love, have 
other wives and other husbands whom they do love 
and fellowship, in silent defiance of the laws and 
morals of society. The factis known to the “best” 
people, but it is no bar to social intercourse with 
them. However, really, and in view of the standard 
of morals now in fashion, tbe secret keeping of plural 
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wives by respectable gentlemen in the 
wrong intrinsically as the open keeping of many 
wives by the saints in Utah territory ; nay, worse 
for the Mormon marries his wives, acknowledges 
them before the public, and provides for them and 
their children. But ouv Eastern polygamists, when 
they tire of their plural wives, cast them off, and 
leave them to neglect and dishonor. It is plain to see, 
however, that if the wealthy and influential classes 
who set the fashions for the rest persist in their 
secret polygamous courses, without incurring the 
blame of their associates, in either church or state, 
the time will come when the present custom will 
change, and a man with several wives will be deemed 
as * moral? in New York as such a man is now con- 
sidered in Salt Lake City. ` 

If the principles laid down in the preceding sen- 
tences of this article be correct, the day is near at 

_ hand when, upon the most important subject which . 
underlies and gives character to our civilization— 
the proper relation between the sexes—men will ask 

. and insist upon an answer whether divine marriage, 
or the union in love and confidence of the man and 
the woman, does not require the total abolition of 
the legal institution, leaving the sexes to manage 
their love relations as they please, always having 
prime regard to the educational and property rights 
of third parties, viz., the children that may be born 
of these relations. Every human being hates a chain 
which is the emblem of servitude, and the question 
is on the lips of thousands whether absolute freedom 
in love relations would not be a stronger guarantee 
against divorce and a better security for love and 
harmony in the family than if the man and the 
woman were fastened to each other by a wrought- 
iron chain. The very asking of these questions 
shows that the subject is a very difficult one, and has 
two sides ; and the object of this essay is to discuss, 
not to decide—to evoke the thoughts, both pro and 
con, of those who have made it à subject of study, 
so that something may eventually be done to abate, 
if not abolish, the evils which grow out of unwise 
love and marriage. If we have aright to discuss the 
question of the being of a God, and express doubts 
whether the ideas entertained on that subject by the 
Christian church forlong centüries are not wrong 
and injurious to mankind, surely we have the right 
to discuss the question of marriage, and to doubt 
whether the ancient ideas on this subject, which are 
embodied in our laws and :customs, are not also 
wrong, and injurious to the best interests of the race. 
The laws concerning woman and her rights, in the 
capacity of wife and mother, have been improved 
during the last century. Why might they not be 
improved still further by. making marriage a free 
instead of an enslaved condition, and the family a 
permanent and blessed institution ? 

In all past ages rulers have felt that it was unsafe 
to trust the people with liberty lest it run into 
license. Hence arbitrary governments where the 
will of one man is the law of the land. The same 
jealousy of freedom is observable in the law-makers, 
and in society, concerning the matter of love. Every 
mau thinks that he himself would act well in the 
enjoyment of freedom in love, but he doubts whether 
it would do for other people, and nis doubts are so 
strong that. he is unwilling even to try any new 
general system, preferring a continuation of the 
present one with all its admitted evils. But zs free- 
dom in love the dangerous thing it is imagined to 
be? Inthe months of courtship how kind, atten- 
tive, and considerate lovers are! Why is it that in 
so large a proportion of cases it is all changed by 
marriage? , Because during courtship the parties 
feel that they are free; that nothing binds them but 
.the chains of a willing love; that on discovery of 
any radical fault of character, making marriage 
incompatible with happiness, the relation can termi- 
nate. As marriage is a purely legal relation, sup- 
pose that a state legislature, by an act, should annul 
every marriage in the commonwealth, what would 
be its effect upon married people? Why, every 
couple who loved each other would continue their 
relations as heretofore, only, that now being put ` 
upon honor, their love would be more chivalric and 
intensified. As for those who were held together 
only by the law, as two oxen are held together by 
the yoke, the legal tenure being broken, they would 
of course separate, as they ought, and avoid such 
relations in future for the same reason that a burnt 
child dreads the fire; or else they would seek new 
relations by which they might hope to promote 
their happiness. But in such a case what shall bej 
done'with the children if any there be? Why, by 
all means, give them to the mother who bore them 
and gave them life at the risk of her own, and bind 
the father to give them an adequate support. 

I am free to admit that there are difficulties con- 
nected with this view of marriage and the family, 
But when a statesman. or a philanthropist urges a 
certain course of state or social policy he is not: 
bound to show that there are no difficulties in carry- 
ing it out, taking people as they are, but only that 
there are fewer than in any other proposed. There 
are disadvantages existing along side of all advan- 
tages. It is a serious objection to the rapidity of 
“steam travel that passengers are liable to be killed 


East is just as 
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by the carelessness of employees on the land, and nature, so powerful, so considerate and chivalrous 
by unforeseen storms upon the sea. These are towards the object of its choice? Will it not;behave 
risks we all must run if we go abroad, and we can itself as well, when enlightened and put upon its 
only avoid them by staying at home. Yet all men, honor, as when it is suspiciously watched and med- 
for the sake of speed in travel, agree to take the dled with by the law? This sentiment of honor is 
risks. Divine or free marriage must encounter sim- a mighty lever in the work of forming human char- 
ilar difficulties growing out of the imperfections of acter. Men will pay debts of Aonor which no law 
human nature ; but it is firmly believed that there of the land could compel them to pay. Even thieves, 
is much less danger to the family institution when who constantly defy the frowns of society and the 
the parties are held together by the tie of love restraints of the law, have been known to act hon- 
alone than where the law undertakes to regulate estly if trusted with money and put on their honor 
them by its pains and penalties. to repay it. j 

That the love relation may be permanent and Besides, if husbands carried around with them a 
happy, and result in the establishment of. a home, consciousness that they held. their wives and the 
and the birth and education of good children, sev- mothers of their children by the tie of love alone, 
eral things are indispensable. First, all women would they neglect and dishonor them by falling 
must be educated and have vocations by which they into bad habits which make them repulsive and by 
can make an independent living for themselves, and spending their spare time away from home? Would 
not be forced by the fear of’ want to marry men any wise husband ever give occasion to his wife to 
whom they do not and can not dove. This education observe the contrast between the attentions he pays 
in its literary department must embrace, pre-emi: her and those which other men offer her? Not one 
nently, the science of physiology, so that under- woman in ten thousand would ever feel her affeo- 
standing the whole subject of sex, male and female, tions for her husband giving way if he treated her 
they may go. forth and meet the stern realities of with the same loving respect that he manifested in 
life armed against all temptation that may assail the days of courtship. But many men, a year after 
them from this quarter. Secondly, women must marriage, feel and act as if the wife were his prop- 
understand, if they experience the sentiment of per- erty, both in law and religion, and that, do as he 
sonal love, which tends to result in marriage, that will, she cannot escape from her servitude to him 
it must be based upon platonic love, since platonic and is bound to submit. Then begins a life of legal 
love, which is an admiration of intellectual and moral domination on the one hand and legal subjection on 
qualities that never wear out, but become more and the other, which would never be the case upon the 
more attractive as years pass by, bears to personal theory we advocate. Then if mothers who are under 
love the same relations that the foundation walls of; no legal bonds can be, and. actually are, safely 
a house do to the superstructure. Thirdly, to trusted because of the known strength and perma- 
extend the days of courtship all through married nence of maternal love, why not trust husbands and 
life, leaving the parties to hold each other by the wives when the love that makes them such is the 


same tenure that they did before they were recog- 
nized by society as man and wife. A wise woman will 
insist, and a decent. man will cheerfully agree, that 
she preserves her own individuality as a moral agent, 
and does not become a mere appendage to her hus- | 
band ; that she retains the sole ownership of her 
own person ; the sole occupancy of her own bed; 
that her privacy is sacred, thus avoiding the bad| 
consequences of that familiarity which breeds con- 
tempt, and that commonness. which always depre- 
ciates value. If, in addition to all this, she pays 
the same attention to her health and per&on which: 
-she did in the first instance when she won her hus- 
band’s love, she will continue to be a beloved and 
happy bride all through her married life. 

A despot is constantly tempted to trample upon 
his subjects, because he knows, and they know, too, 
that they are in his power, It is of the nature of an 
iron chain to be irksome to those who wearit. As 
the quiet and prosperity of free governments show 
that freedom is better for man, politically, than 


love of all loves—the primal love, without which 
there. would be no other loves? The only right the 
law has to concern itself with marriage at all is to 
record the civil contract when it is made and the 
dissolution of the same in case the contracting par- 
ties find it best to dissolve it and to give directions 
about the disposition of property which parents 
leave when they die. This being done, all the rest 
should be left to nature, to reason, and to con- 
science. 


The usual objection to this scheme of marriage 
is that, while it may be adapted to advanced minds, 
it would break up the family relation and spread 
moral and social anarchy through society if it were 
applied to the common people. To this it is replied 
that society is divided into three classes—the upper, 
which embraces, as a rule, the wealth and intellect- 
ual culture of the country; the middle, or industrial 
class, Which creates by labor and thrift the wealth 
of the country; and the lower class, whose poverty 
and unthrift breed vice and crime; who furnish con- 


bondage, so the consciousness in husband and 
wife that they hold each other by the delicate, yet 
powerful tie of willing love has a stronger tenden- 
cy to strengthen and perpetuate love than the feel- 
ing that they are manacled for life to each other by 
the forms of law. 

If legal marriage did in fact but half it under- 
takes to do, we would have nothing to say but to 


victs for the prison, occupants for charity institu- 
tions of all kinds; and who, for these reasons, are 
not worthy to be taken into the present account. 
Now it will be found on investigation that there 
is more discontent in married life among the upper 
than among the middle class in comparison to their 
numbers respectively. Wealth breeds luxury, and 
luxury breeds idleness, ennui, fastidiousness of taste, 


pronounce a blessing upon it as an institution. Butla consciousness of life without a purpose, and an 
it is, in perhaps a majority of cases, a failure to se- | unnatural discontent arising from the damming up 
cure the two grand objects of marriage, viz., per-|of the natural courses of things, all of which wear 
manent love between the wedded pair, and the|heavily and constantly on the marriage tie and 
birth and education of children who will be service-| makes the love that leads to it an unreal thing. 
able to the state and society ; and hence we ques-| The middle, or industrious class, whose cares in pre- 
tion its claims. Marriage, by the decision of the |siding for present and future wants occupy so much 
Supreme Court of the United States, and by all|of their time, are vastly more happy in their do- 
state laws, is merely @ civil contract, nothing more|mestic relations. They have neither time nor dis- 
and nothing less. Yet, when it is of the essence of | position morosely to incubate and hatch out imagi- 
a civil contract that it can be annulled, by a failure | nary troubles. Wives are not silent partners in the 
to obtain-the object of its creation, and by a consent | firm, but have a consciousness of their importance 
of parties, legal marriage defies its own definition, | to the household, which promotes their self-respect 
oe perpetuates itself against the will of both par-|aud gains the confidence of their husbands. Among 
ties, thus compelling them to live ina hell of dis- this class marriage is a more natural relation; and if 
cord, and to bring up children begotten in lust in-|it were only allowed to regulate itself, without the 
stead of holy love—unless it can be proved that one of |dictations of the law, would give infinitely less 
the parties has committed adultery, or violated some | trouble than it does now, and this upon the princi- 
other law that justifies a divorce. What right has|ple generally conceded by thinking people to be a 
marriage to call itself a civil contract, and then ab-|safe one, that /iberty for man in a// the relations of 
solve itself from the conditions of a civil contract ? life, is better than whole or half slavery. An intel- 
The bare fact that the law is forced into the stupid|ligent person will hate to be compelled to do that 
and ignoble position of saying in the same breath | which, if left perfectly free, he would voluntarily 
that itis, and it is not,a civil contract; that it|and cheerfully do. 
is, and is not, a popish sacrament, proves that itis] Let us suppose a case under the- natural, and 
meddling with a subject it does not understand, and | therefore divine, theory we propose of a misnnder- 
has no natural right to meddle with. standing and alienation between two lovers who are 
But it is argued against divine marriage, where | parents. Being humane, and not purely angelic, a 
the parties are held by love alone, that we cannot)hasty word, spoken under provocation, has acted 
trust a woman to the generosity of a man and the|like a spark of fire falling upon gunpowder, and 
tender permanence of his loye; that neither can we| both are hurt and angry at each other. A superfi- 


Í trust a man to a woman's love who fancies that by|cial thinker would say that now, being both free as 


this theory she is free to accept any new suitor who | air, they would separate. But a social philosopher 
may come within the influence of her attraction.|would say, No. If the sun is allowed to go down 
But we do trust the grand sentiment of love in some | upon the culmination of their wrath it will not shine 
of its manifestations. The law never sends its|upon it the next morning. Couscious that there is 
agents into the households of the people to see|no legal tie that holds them together, but that each 
whether mothers treat their little children with|is at the other's mercy, the chivalry of love appears 
kindness; it trusts the maternal instinct. Still, some | upon the scene, and pointing to the helpless children 
mothers do neglect their children, but the great| who lie sleeping in their beds, and who were born of 
majority do not. Then why not trust the holy in-|the old love, proposes reconciliation. The proposi- 
gtinot of conjugal love so deeply rooted in our tion is accepted; the cause of the temporary disrup- 
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tion is cast into the sea of forgetfulness; and as the 
storms of winter loosen the roots of trees that they 
may grow and anchor themselves more deeply in 
the earth the next spring, so these lovers, warned by 
the past, avoid in future a recurrence of the cause 
which produced disaster, and love each other more 
intensely than ever. But suppose that, instead of 
the consciousness of freedom, which gives scope to 
the chivalry of love and generosity, these lovers felt 
that they were irrevocably chained together for 
- better ot for worse, the chain wearing into the bone, 
their quarrel would madden itself into sullen disrup- 
tion and: personal disgust that nothing would rem- 
edy. 

This tinkering at the institutions of nature, as if 
she did not understand her own business, and cculd 
not be trusted in the performance of it, but must be 
supervised and dictated to by the “law,” is one of 
the remnants of the old European system of ** pater- 
nal” and “protective” government, which feels it 
to be its duty to look after the dress, the diet, the 
morals, and the religion of its subjects, thus keeping 
them forever in a state of helpless childhood. It 
does not belong to our system of free popular govern- 
ment, which only undertakes to guard the personal 
and property rights of the citizens, leaving every 
one to stand on his own legs and work out his own 
destiny under the great law of nature that in the 
pursuit of his own happiness, which is his right and 
duty, everything is lawful to him, provided he 
neither injures himself nor any other human being. 
The fundamental doctrine that lies at the basis of 
the American government, and gives character to 
our political and social ideas, being the very opposite 
to that which supports all the governments of the 
old world, we ought to have a social system corre- 
sponding to it. Let it be proclaimed, then, as the 
American doctrine, that home is a voluntary institu- 
tion, in which a woman is chosen by her husband to 
be mistress and queen—an institution where children 
are trained up, from the start of their existence, to 
be good citizens of the republic, and good men and 
women in all the relations of life, and which will 
make the place where it is located, to both parents 
and children, the dearest spot on all the earth. 
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A False Alarm! A False Alarm ! 


To THE Eprror or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: With 
your permission I wish to reply to a slander upon Mr. 
J. P. Mendum, which appeared in the Jndex of January 
22d, in which Mr. Charles Ellis publicly charges Mr. Men- 
dum with stealing money donated to the Paine Memorial 
building. ; : 

And Mr. Abbot partially indorses Mr. Ellis, for he says 
there appears to be unimpeachable evidence on thetwo main 
points, namely, as to the validity of Mr. Mendum’s title to 
the building, and second, as to the Paine Memorial Cor- 
poration’s responsibility for the Lecture Fund. Both of 
the charges are refuted in the last Investigator by a letter 
from a noted Boston lawyer, Samuel W. Creech, Jr., Esq. 

There is an old saying that ' people who liv in glass 
houses should not throw stones.” Mr. Ellis does not seem 
to heed that maxim of wisdom and prudence, but, like his 
friend Abbot, ‘‘ goes it blind." : 

There is not one word of truth in the charges against Mr. 
Mendum, and therefore the stockholders of Paine Memorial 
Corporation thought they were entirely unworthy of being 
noticed. 

While Mr. Ellis only made these charges privately I did 
did not think them worthy of notice, but now that the 
Indes is circulating them all over the country I feel it my 
duty to speak in Mr. Mendum's defense. i 

I hav been intimately acquainted with Messrs. Mendum 
and Seaver for the last ten or twelve years, and of late I hav 
had many dealings with Mr. Mendum, and I must say that 
I feel as well satisfied of his entire honesty as I do of my 
own, and Mr. Ellis himself told me that he thought I was 
an honest man. ‘But I will ssy further that I feel like 
indorsing a stronger statement repeatedly made by Mr. 
Seaver, who has intimately known Mr. Mendum for forty 
years, namely, that ‘‘there is not an honester man living 
than J. P. Mendum.” 

But what shall we say of the conduct of Mr. Abbot in 
publishing these slanders ? He appears to me to hav lost his 
common sense, or he would hav known better than to pub- 
lish and circulate such unfounded charges against a brother 
Liberal, without first inquiring into the truth of the charges, 
especially if it be true, as he says in the same paper, that 
he had never had the slightest trouble with Mr. Mendum, 
This only makes his case worse. How easy it would hav 
been for him to hav asked Mr. Seaver or Mr. Mendum 
about those serious charges before publishing them. I won- 
der if he remembers what he once said to Mr. Hallowell, 
who I consider had a greater claim on the Index than Mr. 
Elis? He pleaded then his moral responsibility. Has he 
no moral responsibility to Mr. Mendum, whom he declares 
he never had the slightest trouble with? '*O consistency, 
theu art a jewel!" 

Further, he might hav inquired of his friend B. F. Under- 
wood, who, three years ago, sat six long days in summer on 
a committee investigating the same charges of dishonesty 
against Mr. Mendum, when it was unanimously voted that 
there was no evidence of any intention to defraud the Paine 
Memorial Building of its funds, and Mr. Mendum was 
exonerated from all blame, and here I giv you the language 
and names of that committee : 


And the committee submit, further, that while they find 


! some errors, they discover no evidence of intention to mis- 
appropriate funds donated to the building. 
A. B. Brown, Chairman. 
CHARLES ELLIS, Secretary. 
OWEN JONES. 
B. F. UNDERWOOD. : 
J. 8. VERITY. 


These errors, let me say, were ımmediately corrected by 
Mr. Mendum when discovered. 

Mr. Ellis ought to hav asked Mr. Mendum’s pardon, and 
ever after hav remained silent. What was the purpose and 
object of these charges except to defeat, if possible, the suc- 
cess of the Paine Memorial Corporation, the only possible 
plan ef saving the Paine Memorial Building ? 

But here let me say, thanks to the friends of J. P. Men- 
dum, the subscribers of the Boston Investigator, who know 
Mr, Mendum better, it would seem, than Mr. Ellis does, for 
it is by their subscribing for the Paine Memorial stock that 


we now feel sure of saving the Paine Memorial Building for | 


the important purposes for which it was originally intended, 
namely, a home for the Boston Investigator, and a memorial 
to the memory of Thomas Paine. What, I ask again, shall 
wethink of Mr. Abbot's conduct in this exposure business ? 
Iamsorry to feel compelled to say that it appears to me 
that since the split in the Liberal League, at which he was 
deposed as its president, he appears to take it for granted, 
without investigation, that all those who differ from him on 
the question of repeal or modification of the Comstock laws 
are nothing but a gang of F'reelovers, libertines, and scoun- 
drels; and he feels justified in publishing any kind of 
scandal about them, and goes for their scalps like a wild 
Indian savage, rather than a '' cultured" Free Religionist. 

In conclusion, let me say that I did not expect anything 
different from Mr. Charles Ellis.* Itis an old business with 
him. What better could we expect from the man Who, 
under the cowardly mask of Bundy’s “ special agent," could 
strike the brave and, noble D. M. Bennett while he was suf- 
fering as a martyr to free thought and free speech in an 
orthodox hell? What was Mr. Bennett's crime ? Simply 
believing with thousands of other Liberals that Mr. E, H. 
Heywood had as good a right to publish and circulate his 
opinions:as Anthony Comstock, F. E. Abbot, or Joseph 
Cook had to circulate theirs. I envy not the head or heart 
of any professed Liberal that could strike D. M. Bennett 


while he was suffering in prison a martyr to liberty. 
Cambridge, Mass., Feb. 14,1880. - J. S. VERITY. 
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“A Little Lecture.” 


To THE EDITOR OF TBE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In a re- 
cent issue of Tur TRUTH SEEKER, Mr. Babcock has an 
article, “A Little Lecture,” in which, to my mind, are some 
very grave errors, against which I desire to enter my most 
earnest protest. It is not only unjust, but uncalled for, for 
those who represent one phase of Liberalism to be throw- 
ing clubs so thoughtlessly, if not spitefully, at other Liber- 
als who do not believe exactly as they.do. There are many 
phases of Liberalism, and all waging war on priestcraft, 
ignorance, bigotry, and superstition. In time of war it is 
wise to be united. Now I am certain that in all this grand 
array there are none more zealous in the cause, or whose 
work tells more effectually, than Spiritualists. They are of 
themselves a grand array of noble men and women, who are 
always at the front, and are found leading in every charge 
upon the enemy's strongholds.’ Our common enemies hate 
us with all the intensity of their black and cowardly hearts, 
and hurl at us continually the concentrated poison of. their 
slanderous weapons. But this is not the worst. While our 
whole energies are being exerted to overcome the great 
enemy in front, we are vonstantly receiving from certain 
Materialistic bigots in our rear, who should be our friends 
and allies, a most galling fire, stinging with irony and ridi- 
cu.e—''spooks," ‘‘spirits,” ‘‘lunatics,” ‘‘ fools,” ‘ hum- 
bugs,” etc., etc. And this, too, from those who hav never 
given Spiritu-lism more than a passing thought—never hav 
fairly and fully investigated it. The great Huxley gave 
the cue to all the smaller fry when he said so pompously 
that ‘‘ Spiritualism was not worthy his exalted attention.” 
He had ‘‘ matters of more consequence to attend to;” had 
"no desire to investigate it;" and yet this all-wise and 
mighty bigot dares to pronounce Spiritualism a humbug. 
H'üxley, Tyndall, Lankester, Carpenter, Youmans, Brown, 
and Babcock having decided that ‘‘ death ends all," there- 
fore Spiritualism is superfluous and investigation of the 
phenomena entirely unnecessary and beneath their notice. 
These Materialistic bigots, so-called men of science, who 
refuse to investigate, treat Spiritualism precisely as the 
church has treated every advanced idea—every encroach- 
ment truth has made upon their strongh:lds from the time 
of Galileo to the present. I see no difference between a 
Christian bigot and a Materialistic or scientific bigot. Let 
those who would not take stock in bigotry investigate freely 
and fully all questions in search of truth, or hold their peace. 

‘When they shut their eyes and turn a deaf ear to phenom- 
ena like those which accompany modern Spiritualism, and 
pronounce it a humbug, they are bigots of the rankest kind. 
They ignore the fact that thousands of the greatest men and 
women living declare that they hav investigated thoroughly, 
and found a vast amount of evidence which could come 
from no other source than a power and intelligence in spirit 
life. -Crookes, Varley, Wallace, Zollner, Haeckel, Owen, 
Sargent, Edmunds, Cox, Buchanan, Eccles, Kiddle, and a 
host of the most learned and scientific men and women of 
our day, declare themselves convinced absolutely, after the 
most patient and rigid investigation, that the so-called spirit 
manifestations are what they purport to be. Corner any of 
these high, mighty Materialists, and ask them if they hav 
investigated the subject, and we get almost invariably the 
stereotyped answer, ‘‘ Yes, a number of years ago. they 
detected something, or somebody, or had heard something, 
and therefore the. whole business is humbuggery.” They 
don’t like to get out of that old Materialistic rut. How it ig 


_in peace! 


possible for them to believe in ‘‘mind reading,” ‘‘uncon- 
scious cerebration," **psychic force,” ‘ odyllic force," mes- - 
merism, magnetism, electricity, sunlight, or gravity is more 
than Ican conceive. And yet they must feel, taste, smell, 
handle, and weigh a spirit, or cipher it out by some rule of 
three, or else these manifestations are worthless and Spirit- 
ualism a myth, fit only for “lunatics and fools.” 

. Mr. Babcock says, in his ‘Little Lecture," a belief in 
“ heaven, hell, God, soul, spirits, and spooks” has worked 
a vast amount of mischief and bloodshed. He givs us a 
wonderful demonstration (?) as proof positive (?) that man 
has no soul or spirit, consequently no life or existence after 
death. He would cork a man up in a glass jar, so as to catch 
his spirit and hold it till ‘‘ the day of pancakes,” - Eureka! 
The great problem is solved at last! Now let mankind rest 
Babcock has got a soul bottled up in a glass jar, 
so that Gabriel himself c»n't get it out! Glass will do it! 
Ifear he has never noticed that light passes freely through 
glass. He never heard of the universal ether which scien- 
tists prove exists throughout space; that itis denser than 


steel, and to which matter is no obstruction whatever. I say 
, Scientists claim to prove and believe in the existence of such 


an ether, but they cannot taste, handle, feel, see, hear, smell, 
or bottle it ; and yet Mr. Babcock claims he can bottle up a 
spirit and hold it till “the day of pancakes.” "We shall 
next hear that he has caught and bottled the rainbow, and 
then we shall hav another flood. 

I think Mr. Babcock is getting dangerous. Again, he 
claims because a child can ‘‘create a black bear out of a 
stump, when he becomes a man he Can create ghosts, gods, 
devile, hells, souls, and spirits." He tells us investigation 
will satisfy us that we, as men and women, are more mis- 
taken than when we were children. * D 

Now, will Mr. Babcock be so goód as to inform the public 
how thoroughly he has investigated Spiritualism ? If he 
has been one-half'as thorough and rigid and scientific as 
was Mr. Crookes, of England, in hia investigations, who 
spent three long years continuously searching for the truth, 
we may perhaps yield up somewhat of our knowledge, but 
until he furnishes some stronger and more tangible proof 
than an imaginary glass jar to disprove Spiritualism, we 
shall continue in the full belief and enjoyment thereof. Ia 
the meantime all honor to him for the grand work he is 
doing in the cause of truth and universal freedom. For his 
courage, zeal, and untiring industry, future generations will 
honor him as one of the heroes who dared fight for universal 
liberty against the hosts of superstition. 

Lowell, Mich,, Feb. 12, 1880. E. A, CHAPMAN, 
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Socialism. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Being an 
earnest seeker after truth,-and knowing how history has so 
often proved (or, rather, time proved). the correctness of 
what when first ventilated appeared the wildest sophistry, 
I ara slow to judge, either harshly or hastily, the motives 
that inspire the agitators of any apparently dangerous and 
wicked radical change. Having, however, tried to look 
impartially, and from an unprejudiced point of view, for 
some good feature as regards at least American and Euro- 
pean Socialism, I trust you will allow me to pass a few re- 
marks on the subject, and probably to ask a few questions 
relative to the same. 

I was really sorry to read Mr. Sotheran’s letter in your 
issue of December 27th, proving, as it did, his sympathy 
with ‘‘ Liverpool dock ranters, California sand-lotters, and 
Pittsburgh rioters,” for surely such ignorant and brutal ex- 
ponents of any society are a danger.to the general common- 
wealth and a disgrace to humanity. I can understand and 
indorse sympathy with the German Socialists in Germany 
and Russian Nihilists in Russia, but can neither sympa- 
thize with nor respect in the slightest degree people who in 
free and constitutional countries revolt on the slightest pre- 
text, wantonly destroy property, and hesitate not to shed 
blood whenever, owing to natural consequences, hard times 
prevail. Does Mr. Sotheran, an intelligent man, suppose 
for one minute that any law could possibly make all men 
equal for a single week—even supposing the whole wealth 
of a land were actually divided equally amongst the people? 

As to Mr. Sotheran’s eight-hour and ten-hour arrange- 
ment, it is equally silly with the dividing-up process. We 
all know that there are always drones in every class who 
will not work, and I hav never yet met a fellow-workman 
of the slightest honesty, intelligence, or industry who advo- 
cates any such wild doctrines as the American Socialist of 
the present day advocates. If we kill enterprise and all 
prospect of advancement which tends to thrift, industry, 
and progress—essentials to the attainment of the same—we 
destroy human progress in fact, and no nation can attain 
greatness under the same conditions. Capital and labor 
are dependent upon each other, and so far from being 
enemies should be the last to quarrel. I agree that great 
monopolies of wealth are a curse, but as yet see no practi- 
cal and honest preventive. I think, however, that in 
countries where the people hav the power to constitution- 
ally administer the laws to their own satisfaction through 
the ballot-boxes, it is that people's own fault if they do not 
exercise sufficient care, judgment, and intelligence to 
return only such men to represent them as can be depended 
on to remedy all abuses and provide barriers against future 
assaults of scamps and money grabbers. 

I myself am a workingman who gets his living by the 
sweat of his brow, and who harbors no hatred toward more 
favored mortals, knowing as I do that were I similarly sit- 
uated with the more favored ones I should be no more 
willing than they are to divide up. When we hav the legal 
remedy for evils in genera] in our own hands, we are worse 
‘than fools not to make use of them but in place. howl 
about the ** example of French Communists.” — 

Sparta, Ontario, Feb. 3, 1880, ALFRED E. RIDLEY. 


The Truth Seeker, February 91, 1880. 


M 


——————————Á———— ———— — MHEa—— KK UU a M 


Answers to “ Inquirer.” 


- To THE EDITOR or Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In answer 
to Inquirer in last TRUTH SEEKER, I will say that just no 
my health is such that I cannot attend promptly to my part 
of the discussion with Mr. Truesdell, but if he (Iaquirer) will 
wait and read carefully he may become enlightened upon 
the interest problems—which he is not, provided those four 
questions are his honest thoughts. 

Respectfully, 


H. H. MonBisoN. 
Charleston, IUl., Feb. 4, 1880. 


USURY AND DEBT. 


To THE EDITOR OP Tux TRUTH SEEKEB, Sfr: “ In- 
quirer," on page 71 of your paper asks, “Is there any law 
in operation in any state of the Union that would.compel 
Mr. Morrison or any one else to borrow money and pay in- 
terest thereon ?" In reply: I do not know of any state 
law of that kind, but will assure my friend that there is 
just such a law in force. There is a law that ties the money 
of the country fast toa specie basis. Lately it ha? been 
placed, practically, upon aj gold basis, and the. mighty 
power of concentrated wealth is determined to keep it there, 
This law utterly fails to take into account the rapidly grow- 
ing population, or the changed condition of their wants, 
caused by the unparalleled development of machinery and 
diviston of labor. It fails to note that five dollars are need- 
ed now where one sufficed under the regime of barter and 
“trade.” It takes no cognizance whatever of the volume 
of exchanges required. They imay be increased tenfold, 
but it matters not. Money, the great agent of the exchange 
and distribution of the products of labor, is anchored fast 
to gold, and there it must stay. Our resources may be in- 
exhaustible but they must not be developed faster than gold 
can be procured to handle them. The wheels of industry 
must be stopped and the people suffer aud starve until a 
few more pounds of glittering gold can be extracted from 
the bowels of the earth. All this must be done, or the peó- 
ple be ** compelled to borrow money "—no not money but 
inflated bank credit—''and pay interest thereon " before 
they can exchange the producta of their labor, Such a law 
not only ‘compels people to borrow money,” or its substi- 
tute, and pay interest thereon, but it paralyses and cripples 
all the industries of the nation. It turns the business of the 
country into a huge game of chance, in which the trump 
card is gold. It makes us a nation of speculators and 


sharpers and fosters every species of gambling and crime. 


J heartily indorse what Mr. Morrison says in regard to the 
evil of usury, but I differ from him in this respect. I claim 
that an insufficient amount of currency is the parent of 
usury. There being more exchanges to make than there is 
money to make them, a pressing demand is created for 
money. Here is the secret of the money-changers’ business. 
Limit the volume of money as far below the requirements 


of business as possible, and usurious credit must make up 
the deficiency. -Usury may and doubtless does, by reflex 


action, produce corftraction, but it is not the primary cause: 


Its direct effect is the concentration and consolidation of 


wealth in the hands of the few, which indirectly produces 
contraction ; but in and of itself there is no more wrong in 
hiring the money that will exchange for a horse than there 
is in hiring the horse. But when money is made scarce, the 
amount that should only exchange for one horse will 
exchange for two or three, and will therefore rent for two 
or three times more than it should ; and here is where the 
evil appears. If the volume of money was always sufficient 

: to properly transact the business of the country, no person 
could get more for its use than it would earn in business, 
nor as much, and very little would be borrowed. Why 
should there be laws limiting the rate of interest any more 
than there should be laws limiting the rents or hire on every- 
thing else.. Is it not an authoritative confession that the 
volume of money is insufficient ? Is it not an acknowledge- 
ment that owing to its scarcity money-loaning is the best 
paying business in theland? Were the volume of money 
sufficient for the requirements of business, money-loaning 
would soon become the’ poorest business, nnd the interest- 
suckers and drone would hav to go to work, But as it is, 
it is the best-paying business in the world, The great 
industries of the world, by means of which the nations are 
fed and clothed, are carried on mainly by credit, for which 
usury is paid, Cost what it may, money or its substitute 
must be had to make the necessary exchanges and keep the 
wheels of industry in motion. Suffering humanity demands 
it, and, under penalty of starvation and death, the people 
are ** compelled to borrow money and pay interest thereon.” 
Labor may create wealth in abundance, but unless it can be 
properly distributed it is almost worthless. In our present 
civilization barter is practically abolished ; hence money is 
the only agent that can effect this necessary distribution, 
and to do 80 properly it must be sufficient in volume. Let this 
be done and the people will soon free themselves from those 
twin monsters, usury and debt. Capital and labor would no 
longer war upon each other. Labor would then know that 
the * mechanism of exchange" would be sufficient to prop- 
erly utilize all the wealth her enterprise and ingenuity could 
produce, and idleness, beggary, and crime would soon skulk 
away from the land. 

Mr. Editor, I revere the memory of the noble men who 
spent their lives and died to free mankind from the shackles 
of priestcraft. I honor the grand old hero who now lan- 
guishes in prison for the same great cause. Theirsufferings 
and labors hav badly scotched the monster, and to-day it 
would be sick unto death were it not warmed into life by its 
twin brother, moneycraft. This is the able-bodied monster 
that is supporting and protecting its wounded confederate. 
You can never abolish hell until it has been abolished on 
earth. Nothing can satisfy the desire for heaven hereafter 
until heaven has been established in the present, 


the magnitude of the task may be imagined when we see 
educated and intelligent men defending it with all the fervor 
and earnestness with which a like class, centuries ago, 
defended and upheld the Spanish Inquisition. 
cally we may sehieve religious and political independence, 
but we will never be free until our ¢ndustrial independence 
has been secured. This never can be done until money is 
founded upon and made subservient to the demands of busi- 
ness without the necessity of floating the millstone of usury 
and debt. Progress is stamped upon all the activities of 
man. Steam and electricity are working changes with mar- 
velous rapidity. Shall everything else move forward, and 
money alone remained chained to the conditions of the past ? 
Yt cannot be. Such a state of affairs would deluge the earth 
with blood and consign the world to anarchy. . 
Fairfield, Iowa. Wu. LoUDEN. 


The Idea of a Soul. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH. SEEKER, Sir. In THE 
TRUTH SEEKER of Jan. 31st, Mr. Wm. 8, Deed, of Wilkins- 
burg, Pa., seems to take exception to an article of mine 
published in the same paper bearing date Jan. 10th. My 
article was written in answer to questions propounded by 
Wm. M. Ridinger. If Mr. Ridinger and Mr. Deed do not 


know the defiaition of soul, I would refer them to Webster's 


Dictionary. To the question, ** What is the soul composed 
of that after the death of my body it is in danger of suffering 
or capable of enjoying happiness?” I answer, soul being 
life and all the sensation and intelligence of the body, it is 
the only part that can suffer, in or out of the body; a lifeless 
body cannot suffer or enjoy happiness. I think, Mr. Deed, 
that the above explanations are based on facts too plain for 
any man of common sense to deny. t 

The next question of Mr. Deed is, ** How I know the soul 
is progressive from the atom up to man?" I did not say T 
knew it; I only said Í would giv my views on that subject, 
and Mr. Deed can accept or deny it just as he pleases. If 
you deny it, sir, please giv us some of your mighty wisdom 
instead thereof. 


man he has no soul. 


one-half has been spent in unconscious sleep. 


or intelligence. 


Your next question is, ‘‘ Will the soul eternally exist?” 
If the soul is anything, it is substance or matter, for that 
As you area 
Materialist you will answer your own question. If substance 
T state 
that the soul is something, and something must hav eternally 
existed in some form. Tne soul atom is a microcosm or a lit- 
tle world within itself, having all the possibilities of any other 
entity. It never was begotten; it had all forms of life in heart 
within its own nature, through which it will ever pass. Itisa 
soul-existing atom and cannot be divided, for it is the least 
of all matter; it is the infinitesimal seed from which all life 
springs, or in other words it is the little leaven that will 
leaven the whole lump.. With regard, sir, to your poetic 


which is not substance or matter is nothing. 


or matter had no beginning it can hav no ending. 


effusion, I will paraphrase it thus: 


I say a progressive soul-atom is divine. 

This is not said to puzzle or make it rhyme. 

Your great eternal oxisting matter imaging, 

Pray do not destroy or cage it; 

Bring it to me with the soul and I will guage i*. 

I must confess, like apes I do not like to chatter, 

But yet I like to know the soul as Well as cause or matter. 


A FEW QUESTIONS FOR MATERIALISTS TO ANSWER. 


soul, produce form and giv the five senses to the body? or 
did a lifeless and senseless body produce and giv life and 
sensation to the soul? If you answer according to the Mate- 
rialist—that the brain governs the mind or soul and pro- 
duces all the sensations of the body—will you tell me, if 
your reasoning is a fact, why the body lets the mind or soul 
depart at death? If the body governs, please tell me why 
the germ or seed does not die the same as the germ of the 
body. Which is the oldest—the seed or the body that 
ultimated it? or, in other words, which is the first—the 
acorn or the oak—the hen or the egg? Which matter is the 
oldest that which composes the body,of the father or son? 
I find it easier to ask questions than to answer them. 
Yours for truth, M. L, SHERMAN, M.D. 

Adrian, Mich., Feb. 5, 1880. ` 


Woman in and out of the Church. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: We hav 
labored long and accomplished much among men for the 
Liberal cause. But at this point we may ask ourselves why 
is it that in spite of the fact that nearly every intelligent, 
disinterested man is a Liberalist, and about half of the rest 
of the men are indifferent to church matters, still the 
churches flourishingly exist? Does not any one see at a 
glance that there are two sources of this prosperity— first, 
by far, the support given by women ; secondly, the support 
the churches receive as society institutions. The latter de- 
pending upon and growing outof the former. The churches 
are a means by which many men obtain recognition in social 
circles, and finally wield a powerful influence. 

Why is it that women cling so the churches? Simply 
because it is only through them that the ambitious, thinking 
women who lead hold their influence. Whenever women 
hav literary and suffrage societies their interest in the 


As long | church rapidly ceases. Itis therefore to be desired by Lib- 


Theoreti-: 


Mr. Deed seems to think because a man: 
cannot remember his former existence from the atom up to 
I would ask the gentleman if he can 
remember all that has transpired from his infancy up to the 
present state? I deny the possibility of you or any oue 
remembering one-half of this earthly existence, for fully 
If this is a 
fact, according to your own reasoning, you hav no soul life 


.Did life and intelligence, which is the faculty of the 


as a few can win by chance the control of the life-blood of | erals that the women everywhere shall form such societies. 
business, and use it to-the detriment of the many, priest-| Let nothing be said of woman’s rights where the prejudice 
craft will continue to liv. Moneycraft must go down, but is too great. Simply let the women form social literary so- 


cieties in every village, and the right question will come up 
by a natural evolution. I hav seen this thing effected more 
than once. All it needs is for two or three leading women to 
begin and organize and meet regularly. Let them renew 
their school girl days, hav readings,- recitations, essays, 
speeches. How the priests will writhe and worry. Admit 
no man. Several years ago a few of such societies were 
started in Western: villages, and every one is flourishing. 
Some hav considerable money and manage all the lecturing 
business, hav libraries, etc. Wherever such a society is 
started in flve years the good result is seen in the inde- 
pendence and intellectual brilliancy of thé members. And 
oh, how the churches do:ag under it. Hoping that hundreds 
who may read this will use their efforts to start such soci- 
eties, I remain, LIBERTY. 
. em 
Card to the Auxiliary Leagues and to the Mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee of the 
National Liberal League. ; 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : It is desirable to hav statistics 
of the number of churches and their value in the United 
States, for immediate use in our work of secularization. It 
will be about two years before the United States census will 
be completed and published, aud the League can make good 
use of the facts in advance of that time. You will therefore 
render the cause a great service by gathering the figures on` 
these two points in your several places and vicinity. The 
member af the Executive Committee for a state can call on 
some capable Liberal in each county of hia state to work up 
the counties by towns and cities. The reports in all cases 
should be made to the Committee for the state, and when 
complete as possible forwarded to me by that Committee. I 
shall print and distribute proper blanks as soon as possible. 
34 Bond street, N. Y. A. L. Rawson, Sec. N. L. L. 


———— — à ————— ——— 


The Three Popes. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: Three 
popes govern this world, and each pope has hia followers 
and admirers. 

The Romish pope, the man-made pope, who professes to 
be infallible ; the Protestant pope, man-made, also professes 
to be infallible, only the Protestant *pope is a dead pope— 
the Bible ; the naturalist’s pope, nature, the only true and 
infallible pope, who has existed from eternity, and will exist 
through all eternity, without beginning and without end— 
the true and mighty pope before whom both Romish and 
Protestant popes must bow and obey, these two popes, 
one a man, and the other a book, one alive and the other 
dead. The dead pope lived at least two thousand years ago, 
among a foreign people, whose language is nearly lost, 
their manners, Customs, and tastes being forgotten. Their 
laws and institutions were barbarous, Yet these barbariana 
hav their dead pope handed down by a certain class of men 
called Protestants. The followers of this dead book make 
their dead pope teach so many different doctrines that it 
would be an impossibility to believe them all, yet to be 
saved one ought to believe them all; then one would surely 
light upon the right one. If belief is like other things, too 
much being as bad as too little, then one will be damned 
for believing too much, or damned for believing too little, 
Therefore one does not known when the right quantity of 
faith is kept in the holy and pious heart. The living pope 
of the Romish church solves this knotty problem. He offers 
to all the children of the true Catholic faith a hell-fire 
insurance. He says to his children by the mouths of his 
bishops and priests : Our church is infallible. You submit 
your reason to the church. You follow and believe all that 
the church teaches. The church cannot err. If you fol- 
low all her doctrines, keep all her sacraments, pay all her 
contributions, being faithful and obedient, the church will 
be responsible for your salvation. The church knows she 
cannot err, therefore there is no fear. Obey the church, 
and the church will take care that you are not damned. 
Should there be any fear in your mind, dismiss it, because 
the church is your responsibility, and will be damned in 
your place. This is the teaching of an infallible hell-fire 
insurance society. The head of that society is the living 
pope. The dead Protestant pope allows each man to think 
for himself, and to be damned for himself. Then what 
right has the dead popé to tell men that unless they believe 
this and that, they shall be damned, unless he will take the 
responsibility and be damned for them? The preacher of 
the dead pope leads. Whoever tells me that if I do not 
believe in Christ I shall be damned, ought, in justice, to take 
the responsibility, for if I am led wrong the fault is not 
mine, but my guide’s. When the blind leads the blind both 
fall into the ditch together, therefore I, for one, will not be 
led blindly. I want to know wil my leader be responsible 
for all damages if he leads me into the ditch. If not, then 
I will not be led by him. If yes, then start at once a Prot- 
estant hell-fire insurance society, and the dead and living 
popes will be rivals in the race of fire insurance companies. 
I for one would sooner hav cold, philosophical Atheism, 
and follow admiring nature, who points with her unerring 
finger to eternal rest ufter death, for my pope, than either 
the living or dead pope. CHARLES AUDLEY. 

——— 9 — ——— — 


Obituary. 


Lyman Mory, seventy-two years of age, a justice of the 
peace, and a consistent Liberal, whose vital force was ex- 
hausted by the ravages of pneumonia, returned to Mother 
Earth on January 28th, leaving a large circle of friends to 
mourn his loss. After giving his son Louis directions in 
regard to his business, he requested him to say to his frienda 
that he had no fears of the future after death. 

Burlington, Kan. CHRIS, Brown, 


ne 


The Truth Seeker, February N, 1880. 


The Two Moralities. 


I do not remember ever to hav seen printed in THE TRUTH 
SEEKER the ** Nine Demands of Liberalism,” as platformed 
by the Index, If they hav been, no matter—it won't hurt 
readers to consider them again in the light of recent events. 
The “Seven Ethical Laws of Rationalism,” standing in the 
Index for a year or more, disappeared out of its columns 
immediately after I had the unhappiness to pillory its editor 
on the sharp and piercing spike of the 8d Law. Iam look- 
ing to see the '* Nine Demands” go. the same way at an early 
period, and I ask THE TRUTH SEEKER to rescue them while 
it is yet day. Here they are: 


THE DEMANDS OF LIBERALISM, 


i. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical 
property shall no longer be exempt from just taxation. 

2. We demand that the employment of chaplains in Con- 
gress, in state legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in 
prisons, asylums, and all other institutions supported by 
public money, shall be discontinued. EN 

3. We demand that all public appropriations for educa- 
tional and charitable institutions of a sectarian character 
shall cease. : n 

4, Wedemand that all religious services now sustained by 
the government shall be abolished; and especially that the 
use of the Bible in the public schools, whether ostensibly as 
& text-book or avowedly as & book of religious worship, 
Shall be prohibited. . 

5, We demand that the appointment, by the President of 
the United States or by the governors of the various states, 
of all religious festivals and fasts shall wholly cease. . 

6. We demand that the Judicial oath in the courts and in 
all other departments of the government shall be abolished, 
and that simple affirmation under the pains and penalties of 
perjury shall be established in its stead, —— 

7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforc- 
ing the observance of Bunday as the Babbath shall be re- 

ealed. 
i 8, We demand that al! laws looking to the enforcement of 
'** Christian" morality shall'be abrogated, and that all laws 
shall be conformed to the requirements of natural morality, 
equal rights, and impartial liberty. . 

9. We demand that not only in the Constitutions of the 
"United States and of the several states, but also in the prac- 
tical administration of the same, no privilege or advantage 
Shall be conceded to Christianity or any other special 
religion; that our entire political system shall be founded 
and administered on & purely secular basis; and that what- 
ever changes shall próve necessary to this end shall be con- 
sistently, unflinchingly, and promptly made. 


The above is the platform of the Zndez, 80 far as the editor 
js individually concerned. But no other person, and no 
organization, can be justly or truthfully held responsible 
for it without his or its explicit approval. 

Francis E. ABBOT, 

These Demands exactly voiced the Liberal sentiment, 
not only of the-hour when they were formulated and given 
to the world, but of all time. Mr. Abbot feels, or feigns, 
altogether too much modesty in claiming for them only his 
own “explicit approval.” They are universally approved. 
Mr, Horace Seaver, the veteran editor of the Investigator, 
` gave expression to that approval very recently when, on 
resigning his vice-presidency in the League of ‘‘America,’ 
he wrote to Mr. Abbot: “I hav long given you the credit 
and praise privately and publicly of having formulated the 

* Nine Demands of Liberalism,’ in which I most thoroughly 
believe and shall always maintain, for I consider them with- 
out a flaw.” l i 

Now the first seven and the ninth of these demands are 
universally approved and well understood among Liberals. 

So indeed is the eighth universally approved, but it is not 
quite as well understood in all its bearings. Less has been 
written about it,and hardly any writer has called attention 
to it or laid any stress upon it—and yet it is the most im- 
portant Demand in the series, and the most justly made. 
We could better waive every other or all other of the 
Demands, The first three refer to mere matters of money, 

“and if conceded by church and government would not make 
an average difference of a dollar a head to the Liberals of 
the United States. The principle of the thing is what is 
contended for more than the amount of money. The fourth 
is very important, but not the mostimportant. The wrongs 
whose removal is demanded in the sixth and seventh press 
very lightly as yet on any Liberal in this country. The 
ninth ranks next to the eighth, and should be unflinchingly 
and continually demanded ; but there is no question of per- 
sonal liberty init. It demands only equality in religions, 
and demands no religion in government, 

Now look at the eighth Demand. Study it atttentively. 
See what is involved in it and what it demands. Its subject 
matter is Christian morality ; and it is under Christian mo- 
rality that Mr. Bennett is in prison. It is to enforce Chris- 
tian morality that the Comstock laws of 1873 were enacted, 
and Comstock himself, backed up by Abbot, the very au- 
thor of this Demand, is the cruel and cowardly instrument 
to execute that law in favor of Christian morality and against 
natural morality. Under that law Christian morality has 
now imprisoned three editors and mulcted a fourth with a 
heavy fine ; and under Christian morality, aa now sustained 
by that law, every Liberal editor in this Union holds his 
liberty only by sufferance, and is out of jail only because 
Comstock is not yet ready to lay a trap for him and put him 
in, The eighth Demand is as much more urgent, and 
should be as much more unflinchingly maintained, as per. 
sonal liberty and freedom of the press are more important 
than mere matters of money. If Liberals could succeed im- 
mediately in enforcing this eighth Demand, Mr. Bennett 
would come out of prison instantly, and he and Lant, Hey- 
wood, and Dr. Foote would be indemnified for the loss of 
their liberty and their property. When all laws looking to 
the enforcement of Christian morality shall be abrogated, 
no more editors cr writers will go into jail on the ground 
of its violation. i 

Now let us look a little closer into this Christian morality 
which Mr. Abbot, in his early,'gushing days did not want 


| enforced—the same Mr. Abbot who now disagrees with th 


- | crime. 


Free Religious Association and goes into & minority of one 
because they propose to form Local Societies and so run 
the risk of getting in some member or some Society who 
won't enforce Christian morality What is Christian 
morality? I lately brandished the Torch of Science around 
perhaps rather carelessly in reference to Christian marriage. 
Now this Christian morality is a cognate subject and a good 
dark place to illuminate with some of the same rays. 

Christian morality is mainly that giant monopoly which 
the civilized world has granted to the priesthood in all 
matters pertaining to sex. Christian morality allows the 
priesthood to call women and children, and such men as 
will obey the call, into its confessional, under penalties for 
absence or failure as fearful as the statute Jaw imposes for 
The priesthood there catechises young children, 
tender girls, and married women, concerhing the most deli- 
cate matters of their lives, and the priesthood make use of 
the knowledge there gained for their own passional pur- 
poses. . 

Christian morality, by ecclesiastical law, formulates the 
dogma of total depravity, denounces sex and sex manifesta- 
tions as vile, beastly, degrading (and hereunto Mr. Abbot, 
Mrs. Underwood, and others of that class of Liberals now 
consent) and enacts that all manner of sex indulgence is 
ain unless permitted, incantated, blessed, sealed, and sanc- 
tioned by the priesthood. ‘Then these sinners, after they 
hav confessed, and if they fairly, fully, and unreservedly 
confess, are granted absolutionefor their irregularities and 
remission of sins; and this absolution and remission are 
granted for money, and the sinner is secured entrance into 
heaven for s0 much money paid for priestly intercession. 

Christian morality denounces Mr. Smithson, founder of 
the Smithsonian Institute at Washington, and thousands of 
other men as good as he, as bastards because God made 
them without any authority from the priesthood. 

Christian morality denounces as an unpardonable -sin in 
woman—unless she has money enough to make it pardon- 
able—the same act that is a practical virtue in man, 

Christian morality indorses and finds a place in its system 
for prostitution, as in a previous article I hav instanced ; 
and Christian morality divinely inspired right out of the 
Word of God, and an omnipotent God at that, is powerless 
to find a remedy for the social evil, consequently it has per- 
force to adopt it, excuse it, and forgive its father’s sons and 
brothers who become its devotees. 

Christian morality makes a harem.of every church in 
Christendom with free range for the priest among its houris. 
The priesthood throw a thin veil of moral law for their peo- 
ple and for the rank and file over this matter, but they hav 
no thought nor intent of obeying the moral law themselves, 
To whom does any priest, or bishop, or pope confess? The 
newspaper press is full day after day--sometimes half a 
dozen cases on the tapis for gossip at once—of discovered 
violations of their own theoretic moral law, and these dia. 
covered cases are but a very small per cent of the illicit 
priestly indulgences which never get found out. This style 
of scandal, however, is 80 common now, the public ear is 
so dulled, dazed, and sated, that many clergymen hardly 
think it worth while any longer to take pains to cover up 
their tracks. Then when they are discovered they hold up 
their holy hands in surprise that anybody should suppose it 
a sin or a violation of the moral proprietiés. 

Now this is Christian morality, and these are the buzzards 
who endeavor to enforce the acetic, Puritanic phase of it 
upon outsiders, These are the bright and shining lights 
who put forward Joe Cook and Bundy and Abbot and Com- 
stock, especially. Joe Cook, to talk about **cancer planters.” 
In the language of Hosea Biglow :: 

"Ain't they a prime set of fellers ? 
For they think on't. they will sprout, 
Like a peach that's got the yellers 
With the meanness bustin’ out!” 

There is more to this Christian moral story, but this will 
do. These posies, sweet scented, culled from the general 
fragrance, will answer as specimen nosegays from th 
Christian moral garden. ' 

Now I hav left a small space to turn the torch on natural 
morality to see and say what that is. It must be left for 
another article. T. C. LELAND. 


Paine’s. Birthday. 


To THE Eprrork or THe TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The 
one hundred and forty-third anniversary of the birth of 
Thomas Paine was suitably observed in this village by an 
enthusiastic meeting at Spiritual Hall, with D. L. Barnes 
in the chair. a : 

A. K. Brush being called, responded in a forcible speech, 
in which he dwelt particularly upon the services of the 
Author. Hero in securing American independence. 

Dr. Phillips and others spoke briefly, after which memo- 
rial poems were read ; and a very able address, eulogizing the 
life and labors of the great founder of Freethought, was 
delivered by our townsman, .M. D. Morris, E:q. 

With & few pertinent and timely remarks from the chair 
the meeting adjourned. M, F. TUCKER, Sec. 

Omro, Wis., Jan. 29, 1880. 


Moses Hull to Speak in New York. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Moses 
Hull, of Boston, will address the Spiritualists and Liberals 
at Republican Hall, 55 W. 33d street, on Bundays, Feb. 22d 
and 29th. His subjects will be **'The Comparison between 
the Evidences of the Resurrection of Jesus and Those of 
Modern Spiritualism,” and ‘‘ Biblical and Modern Spiritual- 
ism." Please extend invitation to the Liberals to attend. 

ALFRED WELDON, Sec. pro tem. 
Second Society of Spiritualists. 
New York, Feb. 9, 1880. 


ES 


Increase of Crime. 


To THE EDITOR or Tar TRUTH SEEKER Si: My idea 
ie, “Hew to the line, let the chips fall where they may.” 
Crime is on the increase, no one can doubt for one moment. 
Its cause is a public question, and while it appears difficult 
to answer, perhaps through fear of public censure and the 
real true answer being unpopular, yet it seems to me very 
simple and easy to explain. 

` Let me take for au illustration any one individual who 
may read this article Ask yourself, “ Would I work for a 
bare living without profit ?” Almost invariably your an- 
swer would be, ‘‘I would, rather than starve; but not 
otherwise.” ` 

This one idea lingers within ihe breast of a majority of 
our people to-day. The idle and poor classes are in the 
majority in numbers we cannot doubt. 

The next point to consider is, the class above want are 
ablesto pay a profit, and could well afford to rather than pay 
by compulsion the heavy tax to support the many charitable 
institutions, aside from their free contributions to beggars, 
with which our city is virtually thronged. The poor hav 
nothing to liv for, while the class above them hav; thus . 
crime increases. E | 

I do not pretend to be understood that a few could adopt 
better pay to their help and let others grind on for competi- 
tion; that would be ruinous; yet let tlie reform commence 
somewhere. As for instance, let clothes makers raise their 
wages and after a while lower their profits, then shirt 
makers, hatters, milliners, and cigar makers, and manufac- 
turers and producers in general do likewise, Make employ- 
ment somehow for allidle. By this means you will help to 
break up the cliques and gangs, you naturally lessen the 
necessity for crime, for building prisons, or branching out 
in building charitable institutions. 

To prove the feasibility of this argument the merchant 
tailor and shirt maker got higher prices and pay higher 
wages than do the clothing or shirt manufacturers, and yet 
in competition 80 it would work through all trades and labor. 

It seems to me the public has no soul or heart except for ` 
profit and increase of ways and means and power, or why 
in this city as elsewhere do people beg, and starve to death, . 
and commit suicide, occurrences of which every daily teems 
with. Startling developments ! the ** Fold," asylums, pris- 
ons, and all go scot-free until patience cesses to be a virtue 
or some deserter from the popular side squeals right out; 


then comes the open public disgrace upon the people and 


nation. 


Is there no one ou'side of the local inquisitive news- E 


paper reporter to inquire and expose iniquity in all its 
forms? Is there no one, or rather, ought not every one to 
make it his or her business to inquire and inform on neigh- 
bors starving or the cause for drunkenness or tending 
towards crime for the sustenance of life's sake, These ideas 
strike the writer perhaps more forcibly from daily meeting 
beggars and inquiring the causes, from reading suicides and 
their causes, from dealing with the merchants and learning 
of their-prosperity with the public, and finding the stations 
and prisons over full. 

Our remedies seem to be worse than the disease if possi- 
ble. Our prayer-meetings, associations, temperance reforms, 
and societies may do some one a little good, but we beg to 
aee the general good, the universal feeling, improved. 

We can see God out of our reach, or a half dime as fir 
off, but overlook ourselves, our brothers, and our neighbors, 
We can see foreign missions and foreign projects and enter- 
prises, but cannot see our home subjects—objects for home 
charity—in short, our disregard for that which would make 
us wiser and happier and fer more prosperous. ‘‘ Watch- 
man, what of the night?” “Am I my brother's keeper ?" 
* Do unto others as you Would that they should do unto 
you." ; i Xir, 


Fair and Festival, 


To THE EDITOR or TuE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Knowing 
the fact that you publish church advertisements for the 
good of the cause only, we beg the favor that you will pub- 
lish our announcement on the same liberal terms, and 
charge the same to Christ, who will, we trust, honor your 
bill. 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

The Christian people of Humbug Hollow, being about to 
build a new and better house of worship, and not wish- 
ing to provide the funds themselves, hav decided, in order 
to raise the means to build said house, to hold a grand 
fair. 'The committee on attractions hav decided upon the 
following bill of fare: i > 


Two fish-ponds, well stocked with fish, will be presided 
over by Miss Sadie Gray and Mrs. J. C. Gushing, Price 
ten cents. 

A. post-office will be another feature, under the manage- 
ment of Miss J. Ellen Boldface, Miss L. Maria Daring, and 
Mrs. Shameless. All letters held for postage, from five to 
twenty-five cents on each. 

The beautiful and accomplished sisters Highflyer, Miss 
Jennie Shameless, Miss Mary Dareshame, and ‘Miss Sallie 
Billy will preside at the kissing-blocks. Pious young gen- 
tlemen can here hav the pleasure of kissing the most beauti- 
ful and accomplished young Jadies of our church for the low 
sum of ten cents. The gentleman’s kiss will be returned for 
fifteen cents additional. » 

The refreshment table will hav numerous guess cakes, 
ring cakes, and presentation cakes for those who wish to 
invest. Miss Mary Amelia Allgush and Miss Jane Jemima 
Gushhard will introduce young gentlemen to any young 
lady in the room. Pious young gents should embrace this 
opportunity to know our leading light8 of purity and chas- 
tity. Price ten cents. f 


We shall hav robes, dressing-gowas, pipes, smoking-caps, 


slippers, pillows, etc., to be disposed of to those having the 
_ lucky numbers, Tickets in al! these ventures ten to fifty 
cents each. 

We shall hav other prizes to be given by vote to the 
handsomest young lady of the town and to the plainest one; 
to the handsomest married lady of the town and to the 
plainest; to the lady having the darkest eyes and to the one 
having the lightest; to the most gossiping old maid and to 
the most meddlesome one; to the most beautiful young man 
and to the plainest one; to tke best-looking married man 
and to the plainest one; to the biggest fop and to the biggest 
fool. Votes in all these schemes ten to fifty cents, 

Refreshments at all hours at the usual church rates. 

Music and comic songs at all hours during refreshments, 

Auctions each evening. The single young ladies will be 
auctioned off to young gentlemen at the close of each 
evening’s entertainment. : 

Fair every evening this week. Doors opened at 6 o'clock 
P.M, Admittance fifteen cents. Come one, come all., 

The cause is a noble one and grand. The entertainment 
is chaste, moral, and elevating. The cause of Christ will be 
strengthened by your presence. Ejyerything is conducted 
on & Christian basis and for the good of the church. Young 
men are respectfully invited to this gathering, so much 
more elevating and moralizing in tone than street entertain- 
ments. Come and enjoy the society of our fairest maidens 
and pass an evening with us which will no doubt afford 
food for remembrance for many days to come. 

Remember also that those who help us help on the glori- 
ous cause of Christ. Our work is saving souls, and it is 
admitted by all divines that no work can be more glorious. 
Everything with us will be conducted on a Christian basis, 
and no one article will be sold by us for more than; one 
hundred times more than it costs us. Quick sales and small 
profits will be our motto, Deacons, runners, and divines 
admitted free; you too, Mr. Editor. : Your presence is there- 
fore reapectfully invited to our gathering, accompanied by 
a well-filled pocket book. If you hav no money by you, 
borrow some. Money cannot be expended upon a more 
worthy cause than ours. Once more we say, come one, 
come all. Per order Committee, Jas. N. ARNOLD, 

Hamilton, R. I., Feb. 1880. " 
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Liberal League Notes. 


Iam much pleased to learn of the organization of a first- 
class auxiliary League in the city of Detroit, Michigan. J 
judge by the character of the individuals elected as officers 
that this League is organized for work. The officers are, 
President, Professor W. N. Heilmann; Secretary, 8. B, 
McCracken ; ‘Treasurer, Benjamin F. Stamm; Councilors, 
Karl Schmemann, Mrs. C. E. Pierce, Herman Jacobson, and 
Mrs. L. Barlow. The constitution adopted is an admirable 
one. 

HERETOFORE there has been very little, if anything, done 
inthe state of Louisiana in behalf of the Liberal League 
movement. But I am glad to announce that the movement 
has reached and extended into that state. Mesars. Biegel 
and Benefield, the proprietors of the Maurepas Gazette, 
published at Pouchatoula, La., write, ** Please send us your 
circulars, platform, etc., for the organization of a Liberal 
League; we think about organizing one in this place." Mr. 
G. H. Biegel, of Pouchatoula, has been appointed by the 
Board of Directors to represent Louisiana on the Executive 
Committee, and I hope he may be able to giv us a number 
of Leagues from his state, i 


Tue Paine celebrations this year appear to hav been a 
success everywhere. The receipts of Col. Ingersoll's address 
at the Paine celebration in Chicago were nearly two thou- 
sand dollars, which amount the Colonel generously and 
patrioticly contributes towards procuring a statue of Paine 
for one of the public squares of Chicago. 


AT Linesville, Pa., the League of that town held its 
annual three-days’ meeting in honor of Thomas Paine and 
to advance Liberal principles. The Linesville League has 
&fine hall, in which the first and second day's meetings 
were held. On the evening of the 29th the Paine celebra- 

` tion session was, held in the Opera House, at which five or 
six hundred people attended. After the close of the meet- 
ing a beautiful supper was provided by the ladies of the 
League, after which all who chose engaged in a dance. 
These annual gatherings are under the general supervision 
of G. W. Baldwin, Esq., President of the League, and 
others, and are every year becoming more popular with the 
Liberals of western Pennsylvania. 


Tux Pennsylvania N. L. L. sub-committe has been 
constituted a8 folows: George W. Baldwin, chairman, 
Linesville ; A. B. Bradford, Enon Valley ; Joseph York, 
Meadville ; Moses Bishop, Linesville; J. C. Cramer, Pitts- 
burgh. This committee composed of earnest Liberals, I 
hope, will be able to put the Liberal League movement in 
motion in that state. "There are fifty places where auxiliary 
Leagues should be formed. : 

ATTEMPTS are being made to organize Leagues in the fol- 
lowing places by the persons hereinafter named: By Mr. 
J. S. Hosteller, Greene, Iowa ; by Mrs. Sallie M. Phillips, 
Omro, Wisconsin; by J. G. Wood, Pine Falls, Wisconsin ; 
by William B. Green, Varna, Ill.; by Allen Johnson, Dal. 
las, Texas; by W. T. Green, Blooming Grove, Kansas. 
Mr. W. L. Green writes, ''I hav been traveling over a 
large portion of Kansas and a part of Missouri, and I find 
Liberals everywhere and by the hundreds." - 

Kersey Graves writes : ** Although not yet in the open 
field I hav been busy arranging work for the future. I hay 
got work laid out in nearly every county in the state, but 
my friends write to me not to come just yet, as the mud is 
knee deep, and has been for several months. I hav the har- 
ness on and ready to trot out when ihe weather and roads 
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will permit.” Those who secure Bro. Graves’ services cai 
be assured of a valuable entertainment. No Liberal in this 
country is better posted on the issues between Liberalism 
and orthodoxy. z 


Dr. A. B. Spinney of Detroit, Mich., informs me that 
the annual Michigan Liberal Convention is to be held from 
March 23d to the 29th, inclusive. They are making an 
effort to obtain the attendance of Ool. Ingersoll, and 
twenty or thirty more of the ablest Liberal speakers of the 
United States, and the prospects are that it will be one of 
the most important Liberal gatherings ever held in this 
country. The Convention will be held in the city of Battle 
Creek. The large Opera House has been engaged for the 
occasion, Every Liberal residing within a few hundred 
miles of the place'should attend. Large conventions are 
the ones that do us good by commanding the attention of 
the public. 


Mas, AMELIA H. Consy and her friend Mrs. Smith are 
still doing valiant work for the Liberal cause in western 
New York. Those who desire their services at any time 
during the next month can address them at Lockport, N. Y. 
In a number of places where they hav recently held meet- 
ings the organization of a League is contemplated. | 

THERE is an important work for each of the vice-presi- 
dents of the New York State Freethinkers Association to 
do, and that is to see to it that at each of the polling places 
in their respective counties some one attend on town meet- 
ing day with a petition for the taxation of church propeity. 


‘These town meetings will be coming along soon, and every 


voter should hav the opportunity to sign a petition. In our 
large cities this work should be done at the spring elections. 

Tue Republican State Convention held at Harrisburg, 
Pa., the.4th inst., passed the following as its fourth resolu- 
tion, ''Fourth— The perfect security of free thought, free 
speech, and à free press, and of equal rights and privileges 
to all men every where, irrespective of nationality, color, or 
religion.” If we could be sure that the Convention meant 
what it said in thi8 resolution we would hav reason to be 
encouraged. But it is something to hav one of the great 
political parties say so much. Multiply the Liberal Leagues 
and they will say more. 


THE proposed resolution of the Tompkins County League, 
withdrawing from the National Liberal League, I learn, has 
been withdrawn, and the action of the League on that ques- 
tion rescinded. H. L. GREEN. 

oT 
Sinews of War. 


To THE EDITOR OF TRE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: We see calls 
made from time to time by the Executive Committees of the 
different statea for funds with which to carry on the work 
undertaken by the National Liberal League. So far as 
Kansas is concerned. we know that these calls are almost 
universally in vain. A few, very few, hav all the labor to 
accomplish and all the money to pay, and yet Liberalism 
complains of the injustice of the atoning blood of Jesus as 
a means of salvation. Jesus suffered in anguish and death, 
while our fow suffer in brain, time, purse, and disappointed 
hopes that the many may reap the benefits, Bro. Campfield 
told us at Bismarck last, September that he had paid out of 
his own pocket over fifty dollars, and he has been steadily 


paying out ever since. Is such, I ask, the justice of Liber- 


alism ? If so, then I for one say, Let Messrs. Bundy, 
Abbot & Cook punch it, and keep punching it with their 
sharp stick of criticism. If it lacks justice it lacks the first 
requirement Of an advanced system of thought. If Free- 
thought means freebooty on the time, brains, and purse of a 
few, then Freethought fails to supplant the injustice of the 
gospel scheme of salvation with a living, abiding truth. 
Without justice we are as Sounding brass, and as brazen- 
faced as was Lucifer when offering Jesus upon the Mount all 
of the Kingdoms of the earth. Is such the spirit which wins 
great achievements and hastens the races on to universal 
freedom ? Is this the spirit which actuated our fathers to 
bleed that we might inherit the boon of imperishable liberty? 
Is such the spirit that inspired the valiant sons of the free 
North to march shoulder to shoulder through the miasmic 
marshes and everglades and forests of the fettered South, 
that our nation might still liv and enjoy the blessings so 
nobly won at Lexington, Concord, and Yorktown? No, 
Liberals, you know itis not. You know that justice is the 
stanchest plank in the platform of the Liberal League. 
Then let us stand upon it, and bravely and nobly aspire to 
do each our respective share in rolling on the ball of human 
enfranchisement, Let us all contribute, by word, pen, and 
purse, that the burdens of the few may be lifted, and we 
enjoy the satisfaction of having done our duty. Life is 
short and labor abundant for all. Let each League send 
five dollars to its state League, and then turn in and repeat 
the dose and continue it every month, until the patient feels 
able to cope single-handed with the powers that be. Let 
Bro. Campfield, with his committee, be fully sustained, and 
the reward will most assuredly come of, ** Well done, good 
and noble servant; enter into the kingdom of everlasting 
freedom.” ; L. L, Rocarzs. 


Salina, Kansas. 
— 9 ————————— 


For Rhode Island Liberals. 


To tae Eprrog or TuE Trota Szxxzs, Sir: Will you 
allow me to state in your columns that, having been ap- 
pointed by the National Liberal League, Chairman of the 
Executive Committee for Rhode Island, I would like all 
Liberals and others friendly to the League in this state to 
place themselves in correspondence with me. I trust our 
friends will let me hear from them, and that soon I can 
write the cheering announcement that Rhode Island is no 
longer backward in.the cause of progress, reform, and 
humanity. _ Yours, Jas, N, ABNOLD, 

Hamilton, R, L ‘ 
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The Washington Post on Comstock. 


Mr. Anthony Comstock occupied the attention of the 
House Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads yesterday. 
Under a mistaken impression that he was telling the truth, 
and consequently acquiring a heritage in the ‘‘ eternal years 
of God," he bored the members of tke committee for some- 
thing like two hours with a bombastic and bloviating recital 
of his distinguished éfforta at suppressing vice, omitting any 
reference to his equally distinguished efforts in procuring 
false testimony to secure indictments. The committee 
patiently endured the infliction and complacently listened 
to the almost self-confessed scoundrel. The members of the 
committee are, without exceptions, gentlemen. Gentlemen 
are frequently compelled, in the tranaaction of business, to 
hear the tales of tramps and beggars, and occasionally listen 
to those whom they know as thieves and rascals, Congress- 
men are particularly £flüicted in that way. They are forced, 
on account of the positions they occupy, into a guasi asso- 
ciation with persons whose filth-bespattered hanas many of 
them would scorn to touch in social intercourse. When the 
Post reporter entered the room of the committee yesterday, 
immediately after the adjournment, he noticed a short, 
stcutly-built man, whose rather brutish countenance was not 
enhanced in loveliness by a long scar on the left cheek above 
the bastard blonde Whiskers, or by the whitish, hog-like 
glitter of his eyes, engaged in explaining some documents 
and pictures to members, who were exhibiting some interest 
inthem. Our reporter craned his head to obtain an official 
glance at these treasures, . 

** Who is that ?" inquired Comstock, in a stage whisper. 

** A Post reporter,” replied a member. 

It was absolutely ludicrous to observe the haste with 
which Comstock commenced to grab for his papers and pic- 
tures, thereby disastrously cutting into the perusal of some 
highly interesting ‘‘memoirs” by those into whose hands 
they had fallen. . 

“I don't wish any reporter of the Post to see those 
papers,” he explained, as he frantically pawed around to 
gather them in.— Washington Post. 

—— 9 9—————— 
Auxiliary Liberal Leagues, 

O. -A. Phelps is doing active and good work in Kansas, 
lecturing and organizing Leagues. He spoke at Uotton- 
wood Falle, Kansas, debating for elght nights in January 
with Rev. John Taylor, U.P.C., resulting in the formation 
of League No. 156, T. J. Dean, president, and Frank Holz, 
secretary. He lectured in Burlington, Kansas, with simi- 
lar success, a League having been formed with over one hun- 
dred. members. He has made arrangements at Neosho 
Falls, Kansas, for a seven nights’ debate with Rev. D. P, 
Mitchell of the M. E. church, with prospects of a League in 
that place. 

Inquiries for instructions as to forming Leagues reach me 
from many quarters in increasing numbers lately. The 
work of justice and equity in the matter of church taxation 
is being pushed with vigor in many states, and has been 
made a feature of at Albany at this session by Mr. Briggs, 
one of the State Board of Assessors. 

"This brightening of the sky will encourage Liberals to go 
to work inearnest. There isa widespread dread of Madam 
Grundy throughout the nation, excepting only in a few of 
the large cities, which hangs like a dark cloud over the 
minds of both Liberals and church-members, and prevents 
them from giving a free and honest expression to their real 
convictions. Merchant Black, for instance, employs Clerk 
White, and knows him to be honest, capable, and indus- 
trious, never failing in any duty, and also knows him to be 
a Liberal. But so long as nothing occurs to bring the facta 
to public notice, or 80 long as it is not spoken of openly 
nothing occurs to the hurt of Clerk White. A League ig 
formed in the village, Clerk White attends it, and talks in 
a sensible way sbout the issues put forward by the National 
Liberal League platform. At once the church leaders take 
the alarm, the pastor fulminates, the deacon argues, the 
members buzz, and merchant Blavk trembles at the possible 
loss of trade that may result if he does not take the hint put 
forward by the Grundian breeze, and Clerk White is dis- 
charged. 

Now I do not believe that the merchaat was in any more 
than a temporary danger of losing more than the sale of a 
few dollars’ worth of goods, and not sure of that. Custom- 
ers buy on business principles, and not on a moral basis, 
and the skies are clearing in this matter, and we shall soon 
hav lees of this bugbear of Madam 'Grundy's meddling with 
private opinion. If Deacon Brown changes his trade from 
Baptist Brother Black’s store to Methodist Brother H.’s, for 
the same reason Class-leader Gray will change from the 
Methodist to the Baptist trader, and, after all, it might be 
a good thing on all sides if such changes occurred frequently, 
not for the sake of prejudice, but for a better knowledge of 
the general market. 

As it is, this domination of the church influence over the 
active men of society is irksome, galling, and humiliating 
to noble natures. Will real live men in this free country 
submit to the yoke much longer? The answer is to be 
found in organizing Leagues. 

84 Bond street, N. Y. A. L. Rawson, Sec. N. L. L. 

— D Ó— ———— 

Tue Californian for February has come to hand, and 
in point of excellence it is superior to the January number. 
The contents are more varied, and less space is devoted to 
fiction. Among the Contents are an article on the Solid 
South from a Southern point of view, an interesting de- 
scription of Washington Territory—rather carelessly writ- 
ten, for magezine work—an article on the prehistoric relics 
of this country, a historical chapter from the Modoc war, 
some account of how gardens grow in California, areckless 
and racy bit of good Eaglish writing on dancing—in our 
opinion the best thing in the magazine—and half-a-dozen 
other prose articles, including two book reviews. There 
are also three original poems, some short metrical transla- 
tions from the Dutch, and the usual assortment of ‘out 
croppings.” The Oalifornian deserves success. 
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D. M. Bennett to R. B. Hayes. 


ALBANY PENITENTIARY, Feb. 10, 1880. 


To His ExcELLENCY, i 
RUTHERFORD B. Hayes, 
Dear Sir : 

I most re- 
spectfully wish to withdraw the urgent prayers that 
myself, my wife, and over two hundred thousand 
just and true friends and citizens in all parts of the 
country hav made to you to release me from a cruel 
and most unjust imprisonment imposed upon me by 
an unfair court and a bigoted, unrighteous judge. 

I believe you hav the intelligence and legal acu- 
men to know thoroughly well that a gross outrage 
hàs been perpetrated upon me in the name of law 
and because of my religious opinions. I think I am 
correctly informed that you hav admitted that you 
considered I hav violated no law. 

Yes, sir, I am convinced that, in opposition to 
your own sense of justice, you hav listened to the 
misrepresentations of my bitter, intolerant, and per- 
secuting enemies belonging to the church, and you 
hav preferred to please them to performing a simple 
act of justice and mercy in opening my prison doors 
and granting me the liberty to which I am as justly 
entitled as yourself. Your better nature has been 
stifled by your decision to obey the behests of the 
professed but false followers of the meek and lowly 
Jesus, and this in direct opposition to the positively 
expressed opinion of several members of your own 
administration and thousands of intelligent, high- 
minded people. In this action you hav made a 
record for yourself which must stand upon the pages 
of history for ages to come. 

I am now in improved health and will undoubtedly 
be able to endure my incarceration to the end of the 
sentence so unjustly imposed upon me, 

I regret that my wife, my friends, and myself 
hav ever asked your Excellency for clemency, jus- 
tice, or mercy, and I again beg to withdraw all such 
requests. lam respectfully and dutifully yours, 

D. M, BENNETT. 
m 
Reasons for the New Petition. 


First, the monster petition to the President of the United 
States, signed by more than 200,000 citizens—by far the 
greatest petition, ever in the history of the world, signed 
for the pardon of any man—has 80 far failed. A new and 
special effort was made early in December backed by physi- 
cians’ certificates showing the precarious state of health of 
Mr, Bennett—to hav the President again consider these 
petitions and grant their prayer if possible. This effort al- 
most succeeded. The pardon was all prepared for the 
President's signature; but again the Comstock powers, the 
organized priestly party, now as always stronger than the 
unorganized Liberal forces, intervened and the pardon is 
for the present pigeon-holed. 

But it does not become Liberals to lie supinely idle under 
this injustice. We should be continually active, on the 
alert, and giv the enemies of Mr. Bennett, and of: Liberal- 
ism generally, enough to do. Since this petition to the 
President has so far failed, let us try anew petition to Con. 
gress, the master of the President, to hav the laws repealed 
and indemnity paid to those who hav unjustly suffered un- 
der them. . 

Second, this is a new and more Liberal Congress than the 
last one, to whom the petition of the celebrated 70,000 was 
Bent and sent in vain. There are much more light and 
knowledge on the general subject before Congress as well 
as among the people than there were at the time that peti. 
tion was sent, Increased stringency is sought by the Com. 
stock crowd for these laws, the Postmaster- General] has re. 
ported and made recommendations of rigorous amendments 
to them, committees of Congress are discussing them, and 
the whole subject is up for consideration and debate. Six 
Congressmen hav recently, of their own motion, sent to 
Prof, Rawson, chairman of the National Defense Associa- 


tion, for copies of" Mr. Wakeman's argument on the consti- Ino knowledge of any one's seeing God. The doctrines of 


tutionality of these laws. This is a small sign, but a signifi- 
caht one, of the desire for light on the part of our national 
legislators before committing themselves io further action. 
On this hint of a desire for information, the National De- 
fense Association at once forwarded Mr. Wakeman's argu- 
ment to every member of the Congress A new suc- 
cession of petitions pouring in upon them just at this 
juncture would meet a much more ready and respect 
ful consideration than before. If this petition could be- 
made to exceed the famous 70,000 in numbers it would hav 
many times the influence and effect of that one. If it could 
be rolled up to the number of 200,000 it would be grand, 
magnificent, irresistible ; and very likely would be success- 
ful. There are now 165 Liberal Leagues. Every League 
ought to obtain a thousand signatures to this petition, some 
more and some less, but an average of one thousand. Here 
at the start is à basis of one hundred and sixty thousand. 
The individual Liberals should make up the other forty 
thousand or more. More than two hundred thousand can 
be obtained if the Liberals of the country will it, and take 
pains to carry their willinto execution. Let us do it. 

' Third. Petitions are an excellent means of educating the 
people. They excite discussion and inquiry as they circu- 
late. "They send the knowledge wider and farther that such 
injustices are still committed in our so-called Free Republic, 
and can be committed with impunity. They worry and 
alarm the church, and stir her up to circulate counter-peti. 
tions. That all helps, because it starts discussion in the 
very quarters where we want it to be set a-going. It helps 
to loosen the religious ties and show honest church-membery 
the rea] animus-of the priesthood, and of the bigots to whom 
they ate bound. Such petitions also. waken sympathy and 
loosen the political ties which attach adherents to the party 
enacting these tyrannical Jaws ; in short, these petitions pay 
as they go in the good results they accomplish, even if Con- 
gress paid no attention to them. 

The previous petitions were in some instances called in 
question, and their genuineness impeached. To remove all 
doubt this time it would be well for every petition to be 
sworn to and attested by the person circulating it under sig- 
nature and seal of. a notary. Such attestation would put a 
stop to that calumny. " 

Every petition should be sent as soon as possible to the 
Secretary of the National Defense Association, E. B. Foote, 
Jr, 141 Eighth street. It is very desirable to receive all 
the petitions here before the 20th of March if our friends 
wil be kind enough to push them and send them here 
promptly. . 

It would greatly increase the force and value of the peti- 
tion if, on the same day of completing and forwarding it to 
New York, some influential citizen of the place or county 
where the petition is signed would write to the member of 
Congress for that district, apprising him that such a petition 
had been circulated in his district, stating the number of 
names procured, instancing perhaps some of the prominent 
ones, and asking his special attention to it when the whole 
mass of petitions shall be forwarded to Congress. Also, if 
constituents generally would write to their members of Con- 
grees, calling attention to the injustice of these laws, and 
asking their intervention and vote to procure their repeal, it 
would all greatly help to develop a public and legislative 
sentiment against the further enactment of such laws and 
for the repeal of the old ones. Untiring work as well as 
eternal vigilance are the price of freedom of the mails and 
of the press. Laver vincit omnia. Let us see, then, if a 
little labor won't ‘‘ vincit” Comstock and his laws, 


Falsehood Inherent in Christianity. 


The recent developments in the societies of this city—the 
exposure of the means used by them to further the ends 
sought, the utterance of Howard Crosby before Comstock’s 
Society, the system of spies used in his own society by one 
Whitney, chairman of the ‘‘Law and Order Committee,” 
with the consent and approval of the famous Chancellor— 
are all direct outcomes of a system of religion which is 
false in its foundation and cruel in its result. It is in 
itself inherently false. It is championed by a crowd of 
sixty thousand ‘‘divines,” who, Sunday after Sunday, 
ascend the pulpit steps, and, with their hands on a book 
filled with promises which were never fulfilled, retail to 
their congregations goods they can never deliver, and which 
they cannot even hand down from the musty shelves for 
their customers’ inspection. For doing this they are paid 
roundly. By their exhortations and earnest prayers for 
money they get each year millions of dollars, for which 
they render no return. Like the bogus brokers of Wall 
street, they hold out glowing inducements. The bogus 
broker advertises a fortune for five dollars, but the ministers 
promise eternallife and a mansion of gold for the paltry 
price of a year's pew rent. Which is the greater swindler ? 
The broker will sometimes tell you you must take your 
chances of the market's going down, but the minister guar- 
antees a sure thing. He goes ‘‘long” on heaven, and 
guarantees to deliver at a certain price all the treasures of 
the celestial kingdom. He knows he cannot get the goods, 
yet he goes on selling just the same. He is more a swindler 
than the bogus broker, and should be arrested on common 
jaw principles, the same as any other fraud who gets money 
under false pretenses. : 

The whole Christian religion is made up of false pretenses. 
It pretends there is à heaven and pretends there is a hell. 
It pretends that God is a man, with the failings common to 
humanity. It pretends that God had a son by a virgin, and 
pretends that this son is the same, yet different from the 
father. It pretends that faith in this son will send mankind 


to the pretended heaven or save them from the pretended 


hell But no one ever saw heaven or gazed on hell, and out- 
side of the book which promises but never fulfils there is 


t 
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Christianity are unveriflable, and its decrees, from Jesus to 
Howard Crosby, hav been false. There is no truth in it. 
Its earliest apostle believed in lying for God's sake, and its 
latest exponent deceives for righteousness’ sake. Which is 
the best, Paul or Crosby? Paul went among the Romans, 
and thought it very hard he should be adjudged a sinner 
because he lied to convert them, and spread the glory of 
God. Crosby goes among the publicans of this city and lies 
that he may * pull" their. places and confiscate their goods— 
all for righteousness’ sake, and that he may earn his ten 
thousand a year and get renown among the chief scribes and 
Pharisees. Crosby is a worthy successor to Paul, and when 
he dies he will undoubtedly get up a “ Prevention" Society 
in heaven, with himself for president and Paul as vice, 
They will take Timothy in, too, for he takes a little wine for 
his stomach’s sake, and Crosby takes champagne at dinners, 
and brandy and ale (the latter he gets direct from the 
brewery) when sitting in his study preparing his discourses 
on the *' Principles of Deceit,” to be delivered before the 
students of the university of which he is chancellor by the 
grace of God and for righteousness’ sake. Crosby, Paul, 
and Timothy would be a companionable trio. 

The history of the church is a chapter of deceit. It hag 
falsified its own record and the records of everybody else it 
could. Eusebius began by falsifying Josephus’ work. He 
has been called the father of church. liars, but in view of 
80me statements made and principles advocated by a distin- 
guished divine at Comstock’s meeting, we are inclined to 
think the title should be transferred to one of more modern 
times. If the students of a university not à thousand miles 
from our office are indoctrinated in these principles, there 
should be a chair for a ** Preceptor of Liars.” But we can 
expect nothing else from a system which takes the hypocrite 
to its bosom and rewards with heaven such advocates of 
deceit as Crosby and Loyola, for who doubts that they 
would be taken to the arms of a Lord who deceived hig 
chosen people as often a8 did Jehovah ? 

The ministry of this country is a great organization for 
the propagation of false doctrines, incredible decrees, and 
impossible events. It walks into the church and tella what 
God wants and discloses his plans. Heine says: ‘‘The 
clergy fear God less than other men do. They use him for 
their own purposes. Like showmen at a fair they exhibit 
him for money. They extol him with absurd panegyrics, 
blow a trumpet to glorify him, wear a smart uniform in hig 
honor, and all the time despise in their hearts the poor, 
credulous, staring mob." If that was true of the German 
clergy in Heines’ day, how much more go is it true now of 
the American clergy! Every day adds fresh proof of the 
ignorance of the writers of the Bible, and of their utter in- 
comprehension of the laws which govern the universe, 
Every day piles up new facts before the door of knowledge, 
The clergy are not ignorant of this. They are the first to 
sight the coming danger to their citadel and from the pulpit 
sound the alarm. The most charitable of the clergy's sup- ` 
porters must admit that they are either dishonest or igno- 
rant, But they are not the latter. ‘Science and theology are 
in the open court of the world. “Science is suing on behalf 
of truth for a recognition. The ministers are the paid 
attorneys ior the defense. If they lose their case they will 
be employed no longer. They are aware of the danger and 
leave no means unused to win. Witnesses are bribed, 
records falsified, documents altered, the judge is blinded 
with prejudice, and the jury bulldozed with threats of hel!. 
They hold themselves up as mouthpieces of God, his chosen 
agents to reveal his will, and they hav got the Rev, Howard 
Crosby into the witness chair to say that he believes in de- 
ceit for righteousness' sake—to destroy his rightful enemy 
under God. His ‘‘rightful enemy ” is the Infidel, 

The ministers teach as facts things on which the most in- 
telligent hav doubts. We never find the church saying, 
‘‘ We hope tbis is so,” or ** We think this is 20." It says, 
“We know this is 80, and you must believe it or be 
damned." Some they find in the Bible and some they con- 
jure up from the fertility of their own brain. Whichever it 
is, they command us to believe it on pain of eternal torture, 
The theology of Christianity is thoroughly irrational, It 
never can be reconciled to known facts. It draws its argu- 
ments from beyond the clouds, and depends for its support 
upon the fears and hopes of the people. It starts from a 
false foundation, and no conclusion, however learned, can 
be right that is deduced from a lie. As the order of 
the Jesuits, in the sixteenth century, possessed themselves 
of all possible avenues to the public mind, so has the 
modern society over which Colgate presides. With nearly 
every minister in the land in sympathy with them, with 
Howard Crosby, the first open defender of Jesuitical prac- 
tices, chancellor of the finest university in the city, in com- 
plete accord with them; with a member of the society as 
United States attorney; with a judge on the bench who hes- 
itates at nothing to convict; with a postmaster-general who 
recommends to Congress whatever the society’s sneaking 
detective recommends to him; with a President in office 
who has not the courage of his convictions, doing whatever 
is required of him by the church, it seems as though the 
ramifications of the Jesuits were complete. As the ancient 
order put the dagger into the hand of the assassin so does 
the moral, pecuniary, and official support of these men 
place the property, liberty, and even life, of heretics in the 
power of as unscrupulous and bigoted an assassin as ever 
went forth with the command of Loyola in the recesses of 
his brain. It has always been the policy of the Catholic 
church to govern by deceit and dissimulation, intrigue, and 
crime, but it was not until the year 1880 that the foremost 
minister of the greatest city in this country openly pro- 
nounced in favor of that policy and employed spies to pre. 
pare black lists. The next thing in order is for him to 
make a list of all heretics and prepare measures for their 
extermination. There is nothing like being systematic, 
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Howard, in destroying your rightful enemies under God. | 
Having got the editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER in prison it 
ought to be easy to get some more to keep him company. 
Deceit will do it, and you “ believe in deceit,” you know. 


———— 9M 9————— 
A New Comic Journal. 


If any of our readers are in want of a comic journal—of 
a ‘‘ cultured " character—we advise them to take the Boston 
Index, which is edited, we believe, by an ecclesiastical 
gomersault turner dubbed Abbot. We hav not laughed so 
heartily for a long time as we did on reading that humorous 
journal of the 12th. The little dog barking at the moon 
excites our pity, and Abbot snapping at Parton, Bennett, 
and the Liberal League, for the same reason, Calls forth a 
smile. The first little growl which precedes the weak bark 
is, “ It is a matter of course that the repealers will not relish 


this issue of the Index.” Lord bless you, Francis, what do 
suppose the repealers care for you or the Index? But 


" À little nonsense now and then . 
Is relished by the wisest men.” 


Didn’t you know that ? If we were rich we would send a 


copy of your paper to all our friends, just to make them 
laugh at the impotent malice of defeated envy. As it is, 
the best we can do is to help along by giving you a free ad- 
_Vertisement. 


Just think of little Francis Abbot saying this of James 
, Parton : 


James Parton wrote to THE TRUTH SEEKER of February 
7th : '* Here I am again with my monthly pittance, which I 
trast will find you in good courage.: Every week. brings 
new proof of the necessity of standing by Mr. Bennett to 
the uttermost and to the end. It has become the first duty 
of an American citizen." Notwithstanding his known 
character—in fact because of it—Bennett is upheld more 
desperately and more clamorously than ever by the Freelove 
horde, as their hero, martyr, and saint ; and Parton heads 
the army of claqueurs. Itis perfectly true, though Joseph 
Cook did say it, that ** men arë measured by their heroes." 


As Comstock, acgording to previous nnmbers of the Index, 
is Abbot’s hero, what must the measure of Francis be ? 
“ Four and a half feet of wretch,” as Ingersoll said of Grant 
Thorburn. 

With most ludicrous solemnity this high and mighty 
comic journal chronicles the change of name of the Liberal 
League of America to Americin Liberal Union. AU of the 
eight auxiliaries agree, especially the one at Syracuse, which 
does not exist, the officers all having resigned some time 
ago in disgust. This important and stupendous change is 
sanctioned and commended by the Hon. E. P. Hurlbut, the 
Rev. W. J. Potter, the Rev. M. J. Savage, the Rev. W. H. 
Spencer, and the Rev. Robert Collyer. We do not see why 
he did not ask the Rev. Howard Crosby, D.D., LL.D., apos- 
tle of Jesuitism, and Anthony Comstock, his hero. There 
is no doubt but they would hav consented. The Christian 
Statesman, Abbot’s favorite exchange, will undoubtedly 
assent. So will the Rev. H. W. Beecher, the Rev. Glen- 
denning, Bishop McOoskry, and all the other cultured 
apostles of pure Christianity. 

Regarding the petition which Taz TRUTH SEEKER pub- 
lishes, asking for the repeal of the Comstock law, our comic 
journal (which we regret is not illustrated) says, ‘‘The 
Freelove ring which at once rules and ruins the National 
Liberal League hes just begun in New York to push a new 
petition for the repeal of the Postal laws of 1878," It 
strikes us that this is rich. President Wright rules the 
League by virtue of his office. Is hea ''ring ?" We al- 
ways thought he was a pretty square sort of aman. And 
until now we never heard that he was a Freelover. Perhaps 
the epithet he applied to our humorous editor, of ** certain 
malcontent,” may hav something to do with the sudden dis- 
covery that he isa F, L. And about the '*ruin ? Let's 
see. The National Liberal League of Am—we beg pardon, 
the American Liberal Union has eight auxiliaries, and one 
of them dead as Julius Cesar, with no more prospect of a 
resurrection than & Second Adventist has of going up to 
heaven on the day appointed. 'The National Liberal League 
has, up to this writing, one hundred and sixty-flve, and 
others forming every week. Does that look like ruin? 
Has the millstone of repeal dragged them quite under ? 
Has the terrible libertinism of Elizur Wright spoiled it ? 
The other day we received a visit from Julius Reichhelm, of 
New Jersey, who came into our office, paid his subscription 
to Taz TRUTH SEEKER, left two dollars for the support of 
the paper, and paid twenty-five dollars fora life member- 
ship in the League, remarking that it was the only Liberal 
organization in the country that gave any evidence of life, 
or promised to do anything practical for reform. If he had 
considered the League ruined he would hardly hav done 
that.' 

We will once more remind our comic editor that the 
National Liberal League never voted for repeal. Most 
of its members are in favor of repeal, but in deference to 
the sickening sentimentality of certain members the direct 
vote has been twice laid over by the accommodating majority. 
And the only reward they hav received for their magnanim- 
ity is being lied about by cultured comic editors, We hope 
the majority will profit by their experience, and at the next 
convention take Davy Crockett’s motto, ‘‘Be sure you're 
right, then go ahead,” and blank the sentimentalists. The 
church is Sadly in need of some new recruits of Pharisees, a 
good many having lately donned the uniform of the various 
state prisons for little defalcations, and perhaps it will take 
some Boston editors to its bosom if they send in their appli- 
cations early, No repealers need apply. 


The editor of the comic paper before spoken of wants to 
get rid of “ bad leaders," Hem! The leaders of the League 
are the Board of Directors. That board consists of Elizur 
Wright, A, L. Rawson, Courtlandt Palmer, H. L. Green, 
and Lucy N. Colman. Bad! all of them; very bad! too bad! 


shocking! ‘‘The fact is," says Mr. Abbot, with judicial 
solemnity, ‘‘that the National Liberal League obeys the 
Will of men whose purposes are as vicious and selfish as their 
policy is ruinous to the League’s original objects." That is 
& pretty heavy charge to bring against a board of directors 
composed of such people as we hav mentioned, and Abbot 
ought to either apologize roundly or be sued for libel by the 
board. Out of eur own salary we will contribute five dollars 
for that purpose if we hav to wear old ghoes all winter. 

Heretofore we hav had some hopes of the editor who has 
taken this new flight into the realms of comic journalism, 
but on reading that ** neither the malicious abuse of enemies 
nor the mistaken expostulations of friends can move us a 
hair's breadth from this stand,” wa surrender all our hopes. 
He is irretrievably gone to the bad and hereafter will prosti- 
tute whatever of talent he may hav to the abuse of those 
who differ from him. Well, good-bye, Francis, we are not 
going your way. You are altogether *too imperative" and 
the goal you are seeking altogether *'too plain." 

— ee 


The Petitions 


We hav had printed on separate sheets and will send them 
out to any one who will take interest enough in them to get 
them signed. There ought to be no difficulty in rolling up 
a petition of thousands within a short time. The public 
mind is much better informed on this subject now than 
when the attempt was first made. Seventy thousand were 
obtained at that time. Twice that number can be easily 
got now. There is need for active work.on the part of 
friends to constitutional and just laws, as the present Con- 
gress has under consideration a more stringent and, if pos- 
Sible, more unconstitutional measure regarding the proper 
province of our postal department. To defeat this, a large 
petition is à most valuable aid, and the Liberals of the coun- 
try are appealed to as the rightful protectors of a govern- 
ment given to us by Liberals. Let us hav at least a hundred 
thousand names to lay before Congress next month. 


m 


Liberal League Notes. 


FRIENDS of the League movement, circulate the petitions 
for the taxation of church property. 


Mr. 8. B. McCracxgn, of Detroit, says I made a mistake 
in giving him the credit of being the organizer of the Lib- 
eral League of that city. He says the honor belongs to 
other persons. 


WILLIAM BARN8DALL, of Titusville, is the mayor of that 
city, and also president of the Titusville Liberal League. 
He has for many years been a most active Liberal, and 
known as a friend of the poor and needy. On the evening 
of February 6th his numerous friends celebrated his seven- 
tieth birthday at his pleasant residence in Titusville. The 
writer was present, and found the occasion a most enjoyable 
and interesting one. i 


Tue Spiritualists and Liberals of Titusville Pa., held a 
two-days' meeting in the Universalists’ church in that city 
on the 7th and 8th inst. There were three sessions held 
each day, with a good attendance, The speakers were O, P. 
Kellogg, Lyman Howe, Hon. R. 8. McCormick, Mrs. H. T. 
Sterns, and H. L. Green. I was pleased to learn that Mrs. 
Sterns contemplates working for the Liberal League move: 
ment. Iam sure she will succeed, for she is an able woman 
and a fine speaker. ` 


` O. A. PHELPS writes, under date of February 9th, from 
Valley Falls, Kansas: “I am filling a six-night lecture 
engagement here. There is a flourishing auxiliary League 
in this town. I shall make an attempt to organize another 
League in this county soon. I go to Wetmore to-morrow, 
where I lecture three evenings ; hope to organize a League 
there. I go then to Osage Mission and Altoona, where I am 
confident of being able to organize two Leagues. Also, at 
Humboldt, Parsons, and other towns in south Kansas." 
Bro. ‘Phelps informs me he will soon go to Colorado. I 
hope our Liberal friends of that territory will see to it that 
he is kept at work. 


Tur Titusville Liberal League, which at one time came 
very near being led into the Abbot fold, I am pleased to 
know, is now loyal to the true flag, and last week, at the 
convention held in Titusville, reorganized and made arrauge- 
ments for holding regular meetings. Many new members 
hav recently joined the League, and its membership is now 
about fifty. To my personal knowledge there is a large 
amount of apeaking talent in the League, and I can see no 
reason why it should not become an important institution. 
Colonel Ingersoll will probably lecture there soon. 


. W. S. BELL writes, February 5th: “D. M. Bennett is the 
strongest man in the West. The “respectables ” will soon 
find themselves on the decline. Everywhere the popular 
gentiment is with Bennett. I wish he were out of that vile 
dungeon. How his foes will dance when he does hav a free 
lance with them! Iam glad to know Tum TRUTH SEEKER 
is increasing in circulation. I know it is increasing in popu- 
larity with the people among whom I hav traveled.” 
Frænp LELAND is fearful I hav a candidate for the next 
presidency of the National Liberal League. I hav, but not 
the one he mentions, I ama ''third term" man. Henry 
Clay, I think, said, ''It is better to be right than to be 
president.” I think we hava man at the head of the League 
movement who can both be Wright and President at the 
game time. We must keep him there. 


Mr. Gro. H. BIEGEL, of Ponchatoula, La., has accepted 
the position of representative of that state on the National 
Liberal League Executive Committee, and desires the name 
of every friend of the Liberal League movement in that 
state. He is now moving to organize a League in Pon- 


chatoula, 


zation. 
And keep up the interest in the old Leagues. 
grown cold, meet and reorganize. 


nish blanks and instructions to any person who may desire 
to organize a League. 


decided ability and sterling integrity.” 


FRIENDS everywhere, press forward in the work of organ- 
Before April we should hav two hundred Leagues. 
If any hav 
I shall be pleased to fur- 


Mr. Joun W. CUSTER, of Hastings, Mich., who has for 


some time been doing valiant service on the temperance 
platform, and who is an able man and an eloquent speaker, 
writes under date of Feb. 13th: 


H. L. GREEN, ESQ, Dear Sir: I am now prepared to 


work for the cause of Libefalism, having for years been 
working as a public lecturer.for temperance and humanity. 
I write you in hopes you may be able to assist mein getting 
before the people às a Liberal speaker. 
might do something at organizing Liberal Leagues if the 
society can furnish blanks, ete., for that purpose. 
forward a few to my address and any suggestions you may 
hav to make. 


I think perhaps I 
Please 


Lam, dear sir, yours for the cause of truth and humanity. 
Jom W. CUSTER. 


The Paris Gazette says of Mr. Custer: ‘‘ Immense meet- 


ings hav been held in our halls, churches, and Court 
House, the great movement having been inaugurated and 
kept up by Mr. J. W. Custer: 


Mr. Custer is a pleasant 
speaker, gets right into the heart of his subject, and carries 
his hearers forward like magic. He has done a good work 


in our midst." The Hasting Republican Banner says: “Mr. 
John W. Custer is and has been, both at home and abroad, 


one of the most effective temperancé speakers this great 


movement (the Murphy movement) has ever brought out, 


He is able, earnest, and eloquent as a speaker, and a man of 


H. L, GREEN. 
Salamanca, N. Y., Feb. 14, 1880. 
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Childlike Faith. 


To TRE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I went to 
church last Sunday, Something I very seldom do, having 
long ago outgrown the teachings of the '* old, old story " 
of vicarious atonement, faith in Christ, eternal ruin to all 
who hav no faith in Christ, etc. 

It is said that many orthodox preachers, of late, seldom 
make any reference to those old dogmas, but preach the 
practical duties of life mainly, as more in consonance with 
advanced publie sentiment. But I was filled with both pity 
and amazement at the stultification of himself shown by 
the preacher to whom I listened last Sunday. His theme 
was faith in Jesus—childlike faith. He taught that unbe- 
lief is the blackest of all crimes, in fact, a greater crime 
than al others combined and rolled into one great black 
ball. 

Now let us examine this position. Does the science of 
mind sustain it ? No; the faith of a child is the faith of 
ignorance, is blind credulity, which believes on authority 
simply, without any reason; which is simplicity, another 
name for shallowness or foolishness, The nearer to total 
ignorance, the bigger the fool; the nearer to the child, the 
nearer to the fool; therefore childlike faith is the faith of 
the fool, who believes simply on another's say-so, with no 
test of reason. But faith, whether arrived at by reason or 
blind, childlike credulity, is in every case involuntary, and 
therefore has neither merit nor demerit. Faith, in every 
individual, is according to the force of evidence upon his 
mind, and not an act of volition ; otherwise I might disbe- 
lieve the existence of London, Paris, and Constantinople, 
which is an impossibility at present in my case. 

I hav not the orthodox faith in Christ, therefore, accord- 
ing to my teacher in the pulpit last Sunday, I am guiltier 
than if J had committed murder, treason, theft, and the 
whole catalogue of crimes all together. 

Poor, pitiable preacher—that he is so blinded by infantile 
prejudices to the perception of what to an unprejudiced 
mind is a self-evident proposition ! F. H. Maree. 

Globe Village, Mass., Jan. 24, 1880. 
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Look Out, Christians! 


The anniversary of the birth of Thomas Paine is being 
celebrated by his followers—the lovers of freedom and the 
rights of man. It is becoming widespread, and it is pro- 
phetic of the certain change from tbe old, long-hallowed 
custom of the observance of the birth of Jesus to that of our 
modern savior and benefactor, Thomas Paine. Then away 
goes your priestcraft, catecbisms, articles of faith, and 
steeple-houses. And the verdict of the reasoning portion of 
humanity will bein favor of the disciples of the rights of 
man, life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, as against 
the Christians, the cruel, persecuting vampires, the blood- 
thirsty Christians. What a record hav the Christians in 
contrast with the Infidels! Jesus made the heathen (Sa- 
maritan) better than the Jewish priesthood, and the contrast 
is as wide to-day as then. ‘‘By their works shall ye know 
them.” ELIJAH Mynick. 

—— e 


The Minneapolis Liberal League. 


To tan Eprror or Tug Truru SEEKER, Sir: We 
hav organized a Liberal League in this city, known a8 
the Minneapolis Liberal League, witi the following officers: 
C. W. Curtis, President; A. M, Greeley, Vice-President; 
T. S. Curtis, Secretary. We hav eighteen active members, 
and expect to double that-number before spring. Minneap- 
olis has a population of fifty thousand, and fifty-six churches; 
itis called the '* Brooklyn of the West," We hay not yet 
decided to become an auxiliary to the National Liberal 
League, but I think the majority are in favor of it. . 

Yours truly, T. S. CURTIS, 
Sg Minneapolis, Minn., Feb. 2, 1880. 
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That Awfgl Paper! 


BY PRUDENCE PERIWIG, 
(Sister of the Primitive Church persuasion.) 


I read in a paper, the other day, 
. Such awful things! I wouldn't dare say—. 
Dare say? I wouldn't dare think a thought 
Agin what divine revelation has taught. 
I found it by chance in the railroad car 
When on my way to visit my mar. 
‘Twas full of scofün's at sacred things, 
The Bible, and hymns that pious souls sings. 
And I wondered God's judgments didn't strike them 
Ungodly wimmen and blasphemous men, 


And it told such lies as made my fiesh creep, 

About the Lord’s shepherds that care for his sheep. 
My ! the way it went on ’bout ministers ! I 

Could swear one minnit and the next one cry ; 

I'd a burned the paper right there on the spot, 

But I wanted to show it to Elder Bedott. 


One sinner that signed his name “ Tee See” 

Was anuff sight wuss than the heathen Ohinee ; - 
You’d a thought he thought he was mighty cute, 

But levity don't right-thinkin’ folks suit ; 

And if I was his comp’ny, and my Ohrist’n name 
Was Barbary, Td tell him right quick, “For shame | 
You awful, wicked, carnal-minded man ; 

You’r wuss than & barbarous barbarian !” 


Even better for you, Barbary. to be 

Wed to a half-barbarous heathen Ohinee 

Than to take for better—which ’ud be for wuss— 
This heaven-darin’, ungodly cuss. 

But I’m a Christian. and must forbear, 

And bridle my tongue, lest I should swear. 


"Tain't for poor feeble worms of the dust, like me, 
To pronounce God’s judgments on such as he. 
"T^were better to wrassle for him in prayer 

Than giv way to my temper and nigh upon swear ; 
So I'll wrasele for him with all my might, 

Though if Olovenfoot gits him 'twill serve him right. 


— Oo ———— 


[From the Revelations of Antichrist,} 
The Apostle John. 


Peter, James, and John are the prominent apostles of the 
gospels; the rest of the twelve are of little or no account— 
mostly figure-heads to fill up the sacred number. Judas, 
it is true, cuts a lively figure, but cuts it so short that his 
influence in propagating Christianity may be set down at 
zero, if not several degrees below. James number one, the 


brother of John, runs but a short career, being killed by | 


Herod, if the story of Acts is true; but his namesake takes 
up the role, and continues on the stage as a star actor for 
many years. Being suddenly promoted from a supernumer- 
ary to principal performer, the play continues without any 
change in the printed bills. 

. It isa remarkable fact that the fourth gospel tahes no 
notice of James, except indirectly in the last chapter, 
which is manifestly a later addition by another hand, where 
we read merely that ‘‘the sons of Zebidee” were present 
with other disciples at the sea of Tiberias when a third 
spiritual manifestation of the risen Jesus took place. O 
naughty John! Why did you leave out of your gospel 
all mention of your elder brother, the other ‘‘ son of thun- 
der ?" Why did you ignore the inciclent about James and 
yourself wanting to call down fire from heaven to consume 
a certain village? Why did you omit to tell the wonderful 
story of the transfiguration which only Peter, James, and 
yourself were privileged to witness, when you saw the 
ghost of Moses and Eiias, and were ordered to keep mum 
about the matter till after the resurrection ? Couldn’t you 
hav given a better description of that séance than Matthew 
or Mark, who were not there? And why didn’t you-explain 
whether it was James and yourself, as Mark says, or your 
mother on your behalf, as Matthew says, who petitioned 
your Master that you two brothers should be allowed to sit 
on his right and left hand in his kingdom ? You were not 
too modest to speak of yourself as the disciple whom Jesus 
loved and whóm he permitted to lean on his bosom; was it 
fair or fraternal never to mention even the name of your 
apostolic brother or a single act that he did? Had you 
lived so long and become so respectable that you were 
ashamed of your former pursuit as partner with your 
brother in the fish business ? 

No wonder, in view of these remarkable omissions of 
John's gospel, that it was first to be rejected as spurious 
by modern critics. It is impossible to recognize in it a 
truthful history of the ministry of Jesus. But what does 
its rejection imply? Why, nothing less than that the 
writer could not hav believed the prior gospel story, 
whether as related in the synoptics or the various Apocry- 
phal gospels. 

With the rejection of the fourth gospel follows that of 
the three so-called Epistles of John, all of which must be 
dated as late as A. D. 150, there being no certain trace of 
them earlier. ; 

But how about the Revelation ? That book bears internal 
evidence of having been written as early as A.D. 68-9, by 
ati Essenian Jew. It may therefore be truly ascribed toa 
so-called apostle John, though the writer styles himself 
only a "servant" of Jesus Christ. Assuming that he was 
the beloved apostle, what reference do we find in his book 
to his apostolic brethren? He calls upon the ‘ holy 
apostles and prophets” to rejoice over the fall of thi mys- 
tic Babylon (xviii, 20)—a supposed allusion to Rome; he 
praises the Ephesians for detecting false apostles (ii, 2)— 
a probable reference to Paul; and he speaks of “the 
‘twelve apostles of the Lamb" (xxi, 14). Now the word 
Lamb throughout the Revelation is synonymous with Jesus, 
Christ, the Lord, and God Almighty ; and there is no definite 
intimation that there ever existed a Jesus, a Christ, a Lord, 
a God, or a Lamb in human flesh. John’s Lamb has seven 
horns and seven eyes (v, 6); is worshiped by angels, beasts, 
and elders (11); gets wrathy (vi, 17); wages war and over- 
comes ten combined kingdoms.(xvii, 14); gets married and 


| bid so rash an assumption. 


i which the fowls of heaven are invited to feed on human 
flesh (xix, 7, 17, 18); lights up the New Jerusalem with his 
divine presence (xxi, 23); and keeps an account-book 
(xx, 12). 

What trace is there in the book of Revelation of the birth, 
life, miracles, or teachings of Jesus Christ? What intima- 
tion of his martyrdom beyond the vague reference to 
his being crucified in a great city spiritually called 
Sodom and Egypt ? (xi, 8.) What allusion to any past ad- 
vent of Christ or to a second coming? He is spoken off as 
“the first begotten of the dead” (i, 5); but having been 
“slain from the foundation of the world " (xiii, 8), and 
being yet alive somewhere in the realms above, it is to be 
presumed that his resurrection was about as long ago as his 
death, and that he has yet to make his first appearance to 
the world. And when he does come he will take ven- 
geance on all save the favored ones who hav washed their 
robes and made them white in his blood. 


inconceivable as that of the divine incarnation. But all of 
these problems are to be solved when the time comes for the 
saints to sing, 


Lo! what a glorious sight appears 
To our believing eyes! 

The earth and seas hav passed away, 
And the old rolling skies. 


The earliest trace of a historical Apostle John is in Gal., 
ii, 9, where Paul confers with James, Cephas, and John, 
and receives from them the right hand of fellowship to 
preach to the heathen. Paul does not call him an apostle, 


.but one of the ‘‘ pillars ;” it is to be presumed, howeyer, 


that a pillar-saint in those times stood as high as an apostle. 


How, by the | 
Way, such a washing can make robes white, is a mystery as' 


Revelation ? The earliest traditions ascribe that book to 
John the apostle, and there is nothing in it inconsistent 
with the character of an Essenian priest. The writer con- 
signs to the ‘‘ synagogue of Satan "those who “say they 
are Jews and are not, but do lie” (iii, 9), knows nothing of 
a historical Jesus, but, like pseudo Daniel and Enoch, looks 
for the coming of a Christos or Son of Man in the clouds of 
heaven. John the Revelator is no more like John the be- 
loved disciple than Old Hundred is like'Auld Lang Syne. 
m 
| Hewitt on Hard Times. 
To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: Washing- 
ton, the capital of the nation, has a Liberal League club, 
, under whose auspices meetings are held every Sunday. 
i The place is called the Thought Exchange. It is a decided 
improvement, and has proved a success. Under the name 
‘Liberal League" the people commonly understand the 
discussion of réligion and church matters only, whereas 
now we discuss these and all other matters in the direction 
of reform and pertaining to tho welfare of humanity, Tan 
TRUTH SEEKER also brings us discussions of different sub- 
jects. 

The mutual relation of capital and labor has been and is 
my specialty, hence I desire to quote some remarks of 
Abram 8. Hewitt, of New York, upon this subject, to be 
found in a paper submitted by him toa church congress 
held at Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 18th day of October, 1878. 

It says : “ Personal liberty implies equality of rights, and 
contains the germ of individual property, while justice im- 
plies its equitable distribution ; and this distribution can 
Only rest upon the axiom, ‘To each according to his work.’ 


. The next appearance of the name isas the writer of the 
book of Revelation, who calls himself a ** servant" of Jesus. 
It is possible that Paul's John wrote that book ; but if he 
did, he could not hav written either the fourth gospel or 
the epistles ascribed to him. The canons of criticism for- 
Nor could the Revelator hav 
been a fisherman of Galilee, a brother and partner of James, 
a companion of Peter, or a disciple of the gospel Jesus. 

The next appearance of the name is in Justin's *' Dialogue 
with Trypho,” written about A. D. 150, where Justin speaks 
of John as ‘‘one of the disciples of Christ,who prophesied by 
a Revelation that was made to him that those who believed 
in our Christ would dwell a thousand years in Jerusalem,” 
(ch. 81.) This is a probable reference to the book of Reve- 
lation. 

Contemporary with Justin lived Papias, Bishop of Hier- 
opolis, who wrote a book entitled *' Exposition of the Lord's 
Oracles,” of which a few fragments are preserved. 

Irenæus’s own testimony,from hearsay concerning John is 
next to worthless. He says he continued with the church 
of Ephesus, founded by Paul, until the times of Trajan 
(A.D. 98, Eus. iii, 23); and that all the elders who were con- 
versant with him in Asia,some of whom saw and heard 
not only John, but the other epostles also, testify that Je- 


‘gus was an old man! (Agt. Heresies, ii, 22.) Assuming 


that John died A.D. 99, Peter and Paul A D. 66, and James 
A. D. 62, how old must an elder hav been when Irenzus be- 
came Bishop ef Lyons A. D. 177, to hav been an intelligent 
hearer of those apostles ? One who heard John might be 
as young as 90, one who heard Peter and Paul about 125, 
and one who heard James 180 or upwards. Irenæus did not 
stop to fix the figures when he spun that yarn. 

Without stopping to consider various other traditions 
concerning John, such as his being thrust into a caldron of 
boiling oil without getting scalded, his being condemned to 
labor in the mines of Patmos, his horror at meeting the 
heretic Cerinthus at a bath, and running away lest the bath- 
house should fall in, and his holding to the Jewish time of 
celebrating the Easter feast in direct antagonism to the fourth 
gospel, let us notice a curious millenarian notion he is said 
to hav received from his Master. Irenæus says that Papias 
heard John say that Jesus said that 


“ The days will come in which vines shall grow, each 
having ten thousand branches, and in each branch ten 


“| thousand twigs, and in each twig ten thousand. shoots, and 


in each one of the shoots ten thousand clusters, and on 
every one of the clusters ten thousand grapes, and every 
grape when pressed will give 25 metretes of wine” (Agt. 
Heresies, v, 33). i . . 

Now, taking Smith's Bible Dictionary as authority for 
the value of a metrete, to wit, 8.2-3 gallons, it follows that 
the product of one millennial grape-vine will make a quan- 
tity of wine equal in bulk to the planet Mercury ; and al- 
lowing to the thousand million of earth's inhabitants enough 
to keep them constantly intoxicated, say two gallons of 
wine a day to each one, it would keep them all dead-drunk 
for the space of thirty thousand million years! 

But the most significant statement concerning the Apos- 
tle John is by Polycrates, bishop of Ephesus. Writing to 
Victor, bishop of Rome (A. D. 190-202), after speaking of 
** Philip, one of the twelve apostles, who sleeps at Hierop- 
olis," he says : i 

** Moreover, John, that rested on the bosom of our Lord, 
who was a priest that bore the sacerdotal plate, and martyr 
and teacher, he also rests at Ephesus. (Eus. iii, 31.) 

A bishop of Ephesus, A. D. 200, ought to know whereof 
he writes touching a grave one hundred years old in his 
own.city, and the character of its occupant; and if what 
he says is true, the Apostle John wore a plate of gold, two 
fingers broad, reaching from one ear to the other, being the 
identical badge of Aaron and his priestly successors. It is 
described in Ex. xxviii, 36, and xxxix, 30, as the *'plate of 
the holy crown," containing the inscription, '' Holiness to 
the Lord." The Greek word is petalon, both in Eusebius 
and Septuagint. g 

What, then, was John, a Jewish priest of the Essenian 
sect, like James of Jerusalem, infected with certain pecu- 


celebrates the wedding with a grand and, godly supper, at lir viewa about Jesus Christ, such aa are embodied in the 


We are thus brought face to face with the great underlying 
question whether property is equitably distributed. What 
are the facts ? We find society practically divided into four 
classes : First, the very rich, who liv without labor upon 
the proceeds of realized property, with superabundant 
means, which they are free to employ, whether commend- 
able or censurable. Second, the great middle class, who 
know neither poverty nor great riches, who are as a rule 
engaged in useful employments, who hav more or less of 
the comforts and luxuries of life, and who are above the 
reach of want. Third, the industrious working classes, who 
possess little property, but who gain a livelihood for them- 
selves and their families by their daily labor. They may be 
said to be poor only in the sense that they are liable to be 
reduced to want by sickness or by the chances of business 
depriving them of the. opportunity to work. Fourth, the 
paupers, who neither work nor care to work. If the first 
and fourth classes should cease to exist, humanity would 
not hav cause to shed many tears. The problem, then, 
which society finds itself forced to solve is the mode of get- 
ting rid of these two extreme classes. The relations of the 
second and third classes would be readily adjusted. As 
between them, it is scarcely necessary to discuss the limita- 
tions of wealth. But when we come to consider the posi- 
tion of the very rich we are met by the self-evident fact that 
they possess and control an amount of property which is 
far beyond the capacity of any class of human beings of the 
limited number to eontribute by thelr own efforts to the 
sum total of human wealth. In fact, the present possessors 
hav rarely accumulated the fortunes which they control. 
The possession of superfluous fortunes will not stand the 
test of human justice ; and in affirming this I only repeat 
the conclusions to which the greatest thinkers and the best 
men who hav ever lived hav invariably been driven. But 
even if it were not reinforced by such authority, it is in ac- 
cordance with the whole spirit and temper of the teachings 
of Christ himself. Increased consumption will necessarily 
result from the greater intelligence and improved condition 
-of the working classes. It is idle to deny that self-respect 
usually increases with the possession of property. Property 
is a humanizing and refining agency. The power of isolated 
men to resist and overcome the force of custom is very 
slight. No radical or even appreciable change can be 
effected except by a union of those who bolieve themselves 
aggrieved. In other words, the principle of association 
must be invoked in order to produce any marked departure - 
from prevailing practice." ; 

After citing some cases of -organization, he says “These 
figures make it apparent that a new power hes entered into 
the industrial world which must be recognized. It is also 
apparent that this power cannot be destroyed by force or 
violence unless society be destroyed with it. It must be 
heard. It must be heard. Its just demands must be 
heeded. This is the voice of reason as well as relig- 
ion. The points which I hav sought to enforce are that 
the great question now pending is the equitable ownership 
of property, and that no ownership which does not con- 
form to the principles of justice will be tolerated by society ; 
that the present distribution of wealth does not conform to 
the principles of justice ; that this progress towards a more 
equitable distribution must result in the diminution of great 
fortunes, the improved condition of the poorer classes, and 
the consequent extinction of pauperism." 

In this statement and conclusion I concur, while in many 
others he states I do not. The more equitable distribution, 
each according to his work, is unquestionably the great.un- 
derlying and pending question, which forces us to consider 
which are the mediums through which now the unjust dia- 
tribution of property is accomplished, One of the medi- 
ums of exchange used to distribute property is money, and 
with your permission I will in my next letter show, through 
Tux TRUTH SEEKER, to what extent our present monetary 
Bystem effects this question. IsAAC COHEN, 

——— tl €—M HÀ 


THERE are about 18,000 known species of animals, 
———— 9 —— —— 
THERE are 1,200 languages aud dialects spoken, - 


The Gui Seeker, February 91, 1880. 
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Letters from Sriends. 


. LirTTLE MEADows, PA., Jan. 18, 18 

. D. M. BzwwETT, Dear Sir: Please find inclosed m 
eure credit poms. to Geo. Palmer. Yours until we meet 
at the gate of Bt, Peter, where we will h ing 
butsitandteeter. ee quide 

I will then say, in my reckless way, that I will be one, 

providing there are enough others, to meet D. M. Ben. 

«nett at the prison when first liberated, and present him 
with ten dollars. Yours truly, Gxo. PALMER. 


. RawDoLPR, N. Y., Jan. 20, 1880. 

: D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir and Brother: Y find sit 
somewhat in arrears on my subscription to the best Liberal 
paper in the world—T&k TRUTH SEEKER, Please find 
inclosed draft for five dollars to pay up arrears, and for its 
continuance, hoping that | may be better off, financially, 
when the time paid for expires, for I can never do without 
the paper. I long for the day when Bro. Bennett shall be 
out of that Ohristian prison, and again giving theology 
sledge-hammer blows. He must never think of leaving 
ihe paper so long as his strength shall last. But, Bro. 
McDonald, I must confess your ability to maintain the 
standing of Taz TRUTH BEEKER. Yours is no ’prentice 
hand. Please convey my warmest sympathy to Mrs. Ben- 
‘nett, and the brave old champion when you next see him. 

Respectfully yours for the truth, Joan HAMMOND. 


January 8, 1880. 
Eprrog TRUTH SEEKER: Please allow me, through the 
columns of your valuable paper, to introduce a newly- 
developed Liberalist and lecturer to the lovers of liberty. 
Through much earnest persuasion.Mr. A. N. Somers, of 
Shrewsbury, Vt., has consented to giv his brilliant and schol- 
arly lectures on Liberal subjects, namely, ‘The Gods," 
. “Jesus Christ,” '' Christian Superstitions,” ‘Some Mistakes 
; of Paul.” “Some Objections to Christianity,” *'Hell," 
** The Devil,” “ The Inspired Books," ‘‘ Prayer a Delusion,” 
ty Creed of Christendom,” etc., and many other sub- 

jects, UC 
Mr. Somers is an accomplished scholar, and has the 
advantage of a theological education (no ex-reverend), 
which givs him the inside track on Christian superstitions. 
He is an cloquent and fearless lecturer. He is now engaged 
on the third course of lectures at this place, which is evi- 
dence enough that he is entertaining as well as instructive. 
Mr. Somers is no'mercenary Liberalist, but a self-sacrificing 
lover of the truth.  Fellow-Liberalists, let us encourage 
such men. They are just the men we need. Mr. Somers 
will be at liberty to travel far and near, with a will to do it, 
after February 10. Will our Liberal Leagues giv Mr. 

Somers a call ? A LIBERALIST. 


DONNELLSOR, Iowa, Jan. 2, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: Your paper is a perfect gem 
among papers, and in my opinion is continually growing 

etter. 

Iam sorry for Abbot and Bundy—sorry to think there are 
such infernal sneaking scoundrels in the universe; but they 
nav their own reward. I trust from the inmost recesses of 
my heart that they may never hav to suffer the punishment 
of getting into the Jew heaven. The angels hav such a 
habit of going in extreme summer costume in that airy 
kingdom that 1t would shock the above-named carcasses to 
- an immeasurable degree. 

I inclose you five dollars, for which mark me up another 
year ọn your subscription list and send me ‘‘ The Champions 
vf the Church.” I cannot do without Tug TRUTH SEEKER, 

.and while D. M. Bennett livs I want him to be its editor, 
None hav done 80 much for liberty as he, and in being sent 
to prison only proves his devotion to the cause he represents, 
and is thus more worthy than ever of our aid, sympathy, 
and hearty co-operation. May THE TRUTH SEREKER go on 
growing stronger each day, and the cause of freedom rapidly 
send its truths to the weary everywhere, is the wish of 

Thine in the cause, ALBERT D. LEKCH. 


East RODMAN, N. Y., Jan. 28, 1880. 

EDIYOR TRUTH BERKER, Dear Sir : You will find inclosed 
a P, O. order for three dollars to pay for my paper for the 
present year. Aslongas you giv us a paper that speaks 
out plainly, that the human race might be benefited by, I 
shall remain a subscriber. The success of Tak TRUTH 
SEEKER is to be attributed to its good, plain, common style, 
which can be understood by the common people. "There 
may be a few who Call it coarse on account of its plainness. 
They may not be wholly to blame in doing so, as they 
mostly come in contact with the city style, and forget that 
there i8 a more numerous class who do not hav the chance 
of acquiring their high-toned, “ consensus-of-the competent" 
style. And if they would only mind their own affairs, per- 
mitting people to read whichever journal that suited them 
beat, uud stop their slanderous and ridiculous Course, the 
cause they profess to represent might be pushed forward 
with greatly accelerated speed, and perhaps acquire the 
. necessary strength to put a check to the domineering spirit 
of the church before it is too late. 

- I took the &.-P, Journal for several years, but discontin- 
ued it just previous to the death of S. S, Jones. His course 
of defamation and slander caused me to doubt his honesty, 
and the end justified me in my opinion. That ‘‘touch "em 
lightly " paper I never subscribed for, as I did not feel able 
to spare the time necessary for refereuce to some standard 
dictionary that I might understand his allusions or style, 
which are rather tedious. But it did not require a diction- 
ary to see what was the matter with its editor. '' Big head” 
seems to be a disease that all hav, like the measles, some 
having it lightly, while others never recover entirely from 
its effects. 

Liberals should be liberal toward each other. We are 
receiving too many blows below the belt from our orthodox 
friends to quietly submit to them from pretended Liberals, 
for those are only pretending who put themselves in as 
leaders, expecting all to follow them off as a ‘‘ bell-wether." 
No, gentlemen, you can go along with the crowd, but if you 
are very much refined don't snow off, or it is very lew 
friends you will make from so independent a crew as are 
booked on the Liberal ship. 

Compare for a moment Bennett's letters with those of 


Beecher; the former those of a simpleton, the latter those of | P 


an old roué, Bennett speaks out squarely as to the facts, and 
Beecher denies, falsifies, and quibbles. Bennett’s is a case 
of blackmail ; Beecher’s is a case of free lust, and he is sus- 
tained silently, if not openly, by the whole Christian fra- 
ternity, right in the face of virtue and decency, while pre- 
tended Liberals seem ready and anxious to crush even one 


having manhood enough to owa his fault aud ask forgive- 


-his female parishioners, 


ness. Shame, gentlemen, How many Liberals, think you, 
who never did a foolish thing ? If all such were hunted up 
and turned out, how many would be left? Would the; 
eight Leagues and their president remain intact ? Gentle- ` 
men, the falsehoods and misrepresentations you hav already , 
uttered should sink you to the level of a Christian hypocrite. | 
You show far too much willingness to engender strife 

among those you should conciliate by setting examples of 

self-sacrifice ; willingly put one side all notions or ambi- ' 
tions wholly personal If you think the mass coarse don’t ‘ 
tell them so, but endeavor fo refine and elevate them to your ; 
own standard, If they see that you are working for their 
good they will surely support you. Don’t be too quick to' 
show the '*cloven foot," that if you cannot rule you will: 
ruin, for you will fail in the last just as ignominiously as you 
failed in the first. 

Liberals are not going to tie themselves up to men or 
creeds, only so far as principles are concerned, but treat all 
in a respectable manner, expecting the same treatment in 
return. if your sympathies are really with the domineer- 
ing and intolerant church, please just go right over, and you 
will be thought more of in the future than sowing discord 
among those whom you profess to act with. 

The man who attempts to rule the Liberal element in this 
country will, in all probability, get his hat crushed down 
over his eyes, his nose tweaked, and the benefit of a pair of 
cowhides, and will make a sorry appearance in less time 
than it takes for a Methodist minister to get acquainted with 


Mr. Editor, keep right on giving heavy blows above the 
belt to the common enemy, but don't waste too much 
powder on the snarling, growling sore-heads. They are not 
worth it. Ataclose scrimmage just tumble them out of 
the way by the neck and heels Keep the main foe in 
sight. Giv him no time to entrench under the laws of the 
country. Giv us scientific information, and lots of it. 
Many of us hav no other means of keeping up with the 
times, and it also is the best ammunition to use against 
superstition. : 


Ye cannot become Liberals unless ve are ‘‘ born again," 
which willconstitute third birth. First, natural or mate- 
rial; second, into superstition and mythology ; third, the 
mind is emancipated from the second, and reason ig 
enthroned. 

Our League meets every two weeks to hear a lecture from 
some One, which is open for discussion after its delivery. 
The time is spent profitably as well as pleasantly. 

i Yours truly, M, E. Ross. 


WESTFIELD, ILL., Jan. 25, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Inclosed find $2, the 
balance I promised to donate to the Support of THE ''auTRH 
SEEKER during Mr. Bennett’s incarceration. 
: : Respectfully, 8. D. MAKEPEACE. 


: Boston, Mass., Jan. 27, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Friend: It is with deep feelings of 
heartfelt sympathy that I address you at this time, and I do 
feel and try to remember those in bonds as bound with 
them, and I can truly say you hav hardly been out of my 
mind since your incarceration, 

I look upon you, my friend, as the John Brown of free- 
dom and the champion of free thought, free speech, and a 
free press, and a hero of the nineteenth century; a martyr 
to your principles of human rights (which are dear to all 
people); and by your action you hav shown to the world 
that you indorse the motto of that noble patriot, Patrick 
Henry, viz., “Giv me liberty or giv me death.” This should 
be the watchword of every true American to-day. But how 
few dare to stand up and be counted every time on the 
unpopular side against the teaching of the church! My 
friend, hav you realized that your cause is the people’s cause, 
that it Concerns the oppressed everywhere? You are, in 
fact, suffering for us all, and especially for the press; and 
yet how silent they are all over the land, with a few noble 
exceptions! If they hav anything to say, it is slander and 
abuse, and always stand ready to kick a fellow. If he or 
she happens to make a mistake, down hill they must go. 
And yet they owe to such self-sacrificing men as yourself 
ue freedom which they enjoy to-day. If the church 
figota could hav their way, how long, I ask the editor of 
the Boston Herald, would you be allowed to print your 
Sunday paper? This isa question for your Consideration. 

lam thankful, my friena, that you are getting along so 
well, and bravely bear your incarceration. You hav not 
only proved yourself a hero, but also a philosopher. I hope 
and trust your health may continue to the end, or until your 
‘release, Which will be, I suppose, when Mrs. President 
Hayes and her Cabinet (spiritual advisers) so order. In the 
mean time millions of eyes are watching with deep anxiety, 
and the people will hold the Executive responsible for this 
outrage upon an innocent man. The fire has started, and 
cannot be quenched until justice is satisfied, for the people 
will be heard by and by in thunder tones, and say to Mr. 
and Mrs. Hayes, We are masters, anc we choose you as our 
servants; and the power (the. people) that makes presidents 
and executives can also unmake them; and tney must 
beware how they ignore the rights of the people. The right 
of petition isa sacred right under a people's government; 
and the largest petition ever recorded in the annals of his- 
tory bas been entirely ignored by the Executive—a direct 
insult to the people; and still they allow him to hold that 
high office. Lam yours in the cause of humanity, 

ANDREWS. 


P. 8.—8ince writing the above I see there is no hope from 
the Executive, for a new trouble is against you. I think I 
hear you say, Oh, save me from my friends (or those that 
should be my friends)! But now is the time to test them, 
for ‘‘a friend in need is a friend indeed,” and all others are 
worthless. I assure you that all true friends will stand by 
you though the heavens fall. Let every true patriot fall 
into line and rally around our standard-bearer and support 
him as never before; cowards and bummers to the rear, 
where they are always found in time of battle, commanded 
by Abbot, with Bundy and Comstock as aids. They think 
they are doing some tall foraging digging up a man’s private 
letiers—letters that concerned no one except yourself and 
wife and the woman in question, and hurt no one except 
yourself and wife. The woman was not hurt, but ben- 
efited; therefore no one has any business to meddle in the 
matter in the least, and no one but a coward and sneak 
would so meddle. Just as though no man ever wrote a 
letter toa woman before! I wonder if Abbot feels very 
roud of his aids and company, in company with a man 
who feeds on obscenity, such as nude and smutty pictures 
and nude forms'of lewd females whom he hires to disrobe 
and exhibit their nude forms to his lascivious gaze until his 
lecherous eyes are satisfied. This is the kind of men F. 
E. Abbot is associating with. And yet this same Abbot & 
Co. are 80 Very nice one would suppose they could not pos- 


ably touch abything without Kid-gloyeg and sugar-tongs, 


Nice men, indeed! Christian men, 80 very pure—as pure as 
soap and vaseline can make them. ` 

Step down and out? No, sir; we can't spare you. The 
people need more just like you—noble, sacrificing everything 
on the altar of liberty. 

Let every Liberal soul come to the rescue and fight it out 
on this line until justice is accorded to mankind. AndI 
call upon every person with one spark of Liberality about 
him to cut loose from the old parties. No honest man 
can afford to vote in either party, for every vote cast isa 
vote for oppression and against liberty. Let every person 
insist on justice, and stop supporting the church and all 
publications that uphold such doctrines as the church advo- 
cates, but put your money out for THE TRUTA SEEKER, the : 
PONAM: and such papers as are in the interest of puman: 

ty. 


CENTREVILLE, UTAN, Jan. 17, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER; I see by the tab that my sub- 
scription time has expired, and I inclose one dollar towards 
my subscription, although I hardly know how to spare it, 
for I get no chance to earn money in this infernal priest- 
ridden place. .But, I want to see the fearless TRUTH 
SEEKER liv. I admire its tone, with the writers of the 
interesting and intelligent letters you publish. 

I must tell you that friend Abbot sent me one of his in- 
famous copies of scandal-dealing Indexes as a specimen 
copy, and if Abbot was here I should like to put a few 
questions to him, and ask him if he styles himself a man of 
honor, or that Bundy man, in his K.-P. Journal. I saw 
the simile of those letters in that sheet, and I came to 
the conclusion that it was a rascally piece of business for a 
Spiritualistic editor to be engaged in spreading scandal 
broadcast over the land. IJ expect there is a large number 
of true Spiritualists over this broad land that are heartily 
ashamed of having him in their ranks. I believe, Mr. 
Bundy, you would make a good Mormon; suppose you and 
Mr. Abbot and the famous Comstock come to Utah, and 
try your hands in this infernal Mormou humbug awhile. 

Well, Mr. Macdonald, I admire Mr. Bennett’s confession; 
itis manly, though I must admit he acted foolishly. As 
for Mr. Bennett’s stepping down and out because of that 
frivolous thing, I say, No, it must not be; but stand to 
yourgun—TzE TRUTH SEEKER. Let Macdonald help you 
to fire off some scathing shells Into all the hypoeritical 
ranks of the Christian clergy ; yes, and all the infernal 
Christian outfit, with their God and Bible, old Mose, old 
Dave and his bastard son Sol, and the rest of the mythical 
humbugs that hav cursed the world in the ages of the past ! 
Isis high time for the inhabitants of this mundane sphere 
to turn over a new leaf, throw off the damnable bur- 
dens of Christianity, and turn our attention to the divine 
laws and forces of the life giving principles of nature, and 
try and understand more of her grand laws. I admire the 
sayings of that noble lady, Mrs. E. D. Slenker; long may 
she liv to pen her sensible remarks in Tug TRUTH SEEKER, 
Iam sorry I am so situated that I cannot do more for the 
Liberal cause, but this Mormon humbug is a wily foe to 
grapple with. ‘Ioften wish there was some Liberal lectur- 
ers here to go through the Jength and breadth of this 
priest-ridden territory, lift up their clarion voices and 
make them ring against these adulterous and law-defying 
Mormon humbugs. I expect we are going to hav some 
lively times here shortly; at least, I hope so. 

Wel, Mr. Macdonald, I hav read a good many letters in 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER, and most of them I admire; but I 
must say I do not agree with some of the sayings in regard 
to Mr. Bundy—about his bald head, and combing his head 
with a cloth, etc.; all this is wrong. . Bundy cannot help 
being bald-headed. Never throw hints out on a man for 
that which he cannot help; although he has published a 
good deal of slander about Mr, Bennett and made use of 
vile names. But never mind, Bundy will not win the belt; he 
strikes far too low. Mr. Bennett will, and his paper must 


liv. 

I should like to see some more of the chapters from ‘‘The 
Godly Women of the Bible, by an Ungodly Womau of the 
Nineteenth Century,” published in your paper. I hope you 
will print it all in pamphlet form. And I hope Mr. Bundy 
and Abbot, and others that hav slandered Mr. Bennett and 
displayed their unmanly malignity, will just stop and reflect 
aud ask themselves a few questions, and if they do this I 
think they will feel ashamed of themselves, for ever jump- 
ing upon a man or striking him when he’s down. 

T hope Mr. Bennett will liv and be healthy, and meet his 
true wife with a good heart when his time has expired. It 
is a burning shame and disgrace to the authorities of this 
mighty nation for Mr.Benneit to be in Albany, but let me 
say, cheer up, Mr. Bennett, keep a good heart in you. It 
is showing up what Christian priests would do if they only 
had the power W. WILLIAM, 


ABRAHAM, JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN. 


Boston, Mass., Feb. 1, 1880, 

The ancient a saint; the modern a demon. The verdict 
of insanity for Freeman, the Bibleite Christian, will hav to 
be accepted asa verdict no less for their patron saint, 
* father of the faithful, by whose seed all the nations of 
the earth shall be blest.” See how the Christians treat this 
“seed " when it chances to crop out—indicted for murder 
and sent to the insane asylum for being truer than Jewish 
Abraham, the sainted fa'her who hugged Lazarus so. 

No, ancient saints won't bear modernizing. To copy them ` 
we become murderers, libertines, slave-masters, mendacious 
hypocrites, demons, insane, infidels, heretics, having devils, 
etc.; still all these rightfully claim an honored ancestry 
under sanction of holy writ. 

The clerical checker-players [can no longer sweep the 
board with their lying saints; they must goon resort to their 
only subterfuge—the double-corner, from which Beecher 
has just escaped by declaring the Bible fallible—*' known 
to be false in some parts." 

All who still adhere to the infallibility of the Bible as a 
book of authority for all time should read the '' Age of 
Reason," ** The Bible of Bibles," subscribe for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, and attend R, G. Ingersoll’s lectures, and I am no 
prophet if. the scales of tradition do not fall from their eyes, 
and they '' behold men as trees walking "—a living, grow- 
ing, progressive world, full of animated intelligences, 
instead of the dead sea of odious history, a record of sin, 
crime, and obscenity, called the ‘‘ holy word of God "—the 
God of war, revenge, and rapine—the God that gave Free- 
man his order. JoSEPH L, SPINNER. 


Waconpa, Kan. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: The Liberal cause in Kansas 
is doing well. I begin to think no political party can be 
elected without us, and that, if things go as lovely as now, 
We cau elect Bob next fall. Ge We CHAPMAN, 
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FARLEY, Iowa, Feb. 8, 1880. 

Enor TRUTH SEEKER: As the census of the United 
Btates is soon to be taken, Ihope you and all Liberal edi- 
tors will earnestly enjoin upon all Liberals in the country to 
rightly place themselves upon the roll If this is strictly 
done, that is, if each Liberal will stand by his honest con- 
victions, and enrol himself or herself accordingly, we shall 
be able to show such numerical force as to stagger the most 
zealous erthodox. Please remind your brother editors of 
this precaution if you think the suggestion good. 

I shall want one of Bro. Bennett’s books now in course of 
preparation in the prison cell, and shall send for it when I 
renew my subscription to THE TRUTH SEEKER., I think I 
can sell one of the same. : 

I hav accepted the temporary chairmanship of the County 
Committee of the National Liberal League in and for Da- 
buque county. I fear that I hav the worst county in the 
state to handle, but Iam going to prepare for a fight two 
years hence on the taxation of al private property in our 
state. Our Legislature meets biennially, and is now in ses- 
sion. We hav tried to do something this winter toward 
secularization, but all we shall be able to accomplish will 
be an agitation of the question. Iam going to appoint a 
sub-committee in each township in the county where I can 
find men or women to work. I shall urge the necessity of 
commencing now to secure names petitioning the Legislature 
to tax all private property alike. I shall carry a blank book 
~—leather-bound—in my pocket continually for these two: 
years and secure all the names I can. One good worker in 
each county can, in two years, roll up such a list of names 
that the law-makers will be compelled to take cognizance of 
the demand. I shall request each of my appointees to 
xeport to me the probable valuation of all ecclesiastical 
property in his or her township or district. l 

If each county committee will do the same we will be 
able to giv an approximate valuation of church property in 
the state. This [ think will help us very materially. We 
hav a strong orthodox membership to contend with in this 
state, and the struggle will be a warm one, but I hav no 
doubt as to our success in the end. The time required must 
depend largely upon the zeal, perseverance, and unflagging 
energies of those Liberals who take the work in hand. 

I count the days as they roll by, and tally one for the 
release of my old friend. 1 write him occasionally to cheer 
him up, and shall rejoice when he is again free to help us 
fight our battles. 

It would be a source of indescribable joy to know that ` 
your subscription list contained a hundred thousand names. | 
Great God! what a power it would wield! Let us work 
for it with all our might. You can throw your whole 
weight into it, but we, the subscribers, can only giv the 
samples of our labor after we hav supported our families. 
I hay enlisted for life in this cause. It is my pleasure and 
happiness. My orthodox friends blame me for the course 
I pursue, but find it much easier to call bad names than to 


answer sound arguments. H. GILMOUR. 
t 


BURLINGTON, KAN., Feb. 8, 1880. | 


Bro. BENNETT: The Liberal sentiment in this part of 
Kansas is gradually evolving from under the iron yoke of 
priestly despotism. Mr. O. A. Phelps visited our city on 
the 31st of January and the ist of February. He gave us 
three lectures in Jarboe's Hall, to large, intelligent audi- 
ences. He is a sound, logical reasoner, hurling shot and 
shell into the old ship of Zion below water line, causing 
great consternation among the crew, and the Captain asleep. 
Our clerical brother had ao invitation to attend and defend 
his divine institution. We expect on account of their 
master, J. Christ, enjoying a nap they failed to receive 


orders to put in an appearance, and let their case go by i play quits with the malignant reverend on this score. 


default. ae? e. 
The fruit of the lectures was the organization of an auxili- 


ary League of sixty charter members. We can recommend 

Bro. Phelps as a good organizer. He has the faculty of 

attracting his hearers and not repelling. 
Yours respectfully, 


CHRIS, Brown. 


'* 4 VOICE FROM DREAMLAND.” 


Compron, ILL., Jan. 80, 1880. 
Mr. EDITOR: Ilike TEE TRUTH SEEKER because it is so 
tolerant with its correspondents. I hold its columns very 
precious; therefore please excuse me for suggesting to cor- 


respondents the necessity of digesting, arranging, and con- | 


densing their thoughts before transferring them to its col- 
umns. To illustrate, my communication of January 3d was 
&n advertisement for two separate jobs of mental labor, 
containing propositions, with specifications, besides quite 
an amount of labor thrown in on the first job. It occupies 
seven inches of column, and I am not much of a corre- 
spondent, either. You hav indulged Bro. Audley with 


twelve inches with which to waste his ammunition by firing : 


at random at my first question without making a point. 1 
cannot see & bullet-hole in the target. 


dreamland that my mental vision is not clear. 


The word God was not in my communication; it has no: 


place in my mental vocabulary. lused the word Father, 
with its pronoun, five times to express the forces of nature. 
Bro. Charles has used the word God, Father, with pronoun, 


forty times, with no benefit to me. Bro. Charles has mis- | 


judged his man and failed to see the underlying principles 
in the question, j r 

intelligibly and concisely as I can, Assuming, according to 
the highest philosophy, that matter and force produce ell 
phenomena, and that phenomena are an ever-efficient chain 
of cause and effect—each effcct, in turn, evolving into cause 
and producing its sequence—now the question: there is a 


conception of immortality in the human mind or there is’ 


not. If there is, itis abnormal or normal; like the mule, it 


has no following; but, if natural, it has its sequence. Is the’ 


perpetuity of our mental organism that sequence, or is it 


something else? If the negative can be clearly sustained, it" 


cuts off all reasonable hope of immortality ; it ends the chap- 
ter. ‘here can be no plea for a new declaration to bring in 
relative testimony, such as the law of demand and supply, 
evolution, or any law that exists, for existence can hav no 
relation with non-existence. I exist. 

I would like to discuss the money question on the propo- 
sitions in my article of January 3d with some hard-money 
man. Yes, hard; that is the proper word, for I consider 
our present finance system the greutest curse that was ever 
designed to bless or’blast this nation, Yours, etc., 

J. 8. THOMSON. 


Nunca, Mioa. 
Mr. D. M, BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed find post-office 
money order for three dollars, my subscription to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. I hav discontiuued the &.-P. Journal, 


. denounce both the man and his method in language forcible 


` sacrifice, and you are not the first sufferer for the expression 


I may be so far inj 


For the benefit of all I wilt state them as‘ 


ing to injure your paper Without cause or provocation and 
to assist the bigots in their warfare against you. f 
I feel very indignant toward Hayes that he allows an 
innocent man to remain in prison even one day. But be of, 
good cheer; your time is well along, and you will soon be 
free again. Yours for the truth, Wa. M. BRUCE. 


Boston, Mass., Feb. 6, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed I send you two 
dollars for two months’ donation to THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Yours respectfully, J. Scaun. 


BnaooxrrN, N. Y., Feb, 2, 1880. 
|! D. M. BENNETT, Esq.: ID renew my subscription to THE 
` TRUTH SEEKER with great pleasure, and own that the paper 
has now become a necessity. I look forward to the publi- 
cation day with anxiety; and, although 1 hav no end of 
newspapers to read, I peruse and reperuse the columns of. 
my favorite paper over and over again. 

I sympathize with Mr. and Mrs. Bennett in the persecu- ! 
tions to which they hav been subject; but hope the old 
adage of a ''silver lining to every cloud” may be abun- 
dantly verified in their case. I consider the subscription to 
Tux TRUTH SEEKER as one of the best ways in which my! 
money has been invested, for the return has been ‘‘ au hun- 
dredfold.” Yours for truth, R. H. C. 


New Yonx, Feb. 18, 1880. . 

Mr. D. M. BENNETT, 'Albany Penitentiary, N. Y., My: 
Friend: I hav just finished reading your last racy letter to| 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, which is truly unique and matchless 
jn its way ; but what I would compliment you more espe- 
cially upon, and express my hearty approval of, is your mas- | 
terly denunciation of the late utterances made by Howard 
Crosby, D.D., etc., before the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation. When it comes to that—that one holding his high 
position in the church gets up before his young brethren 
and strenuously advocates the using of deceit and fraud for 
the destruction of those who may differ with him in their 
opinions—it is high time, I think, for better men, even 
though they hav no jug-handles attached to their names, to 


and severe. We would naturally suppose, judging from the 
professions of Christianity, that the utterance of such senti- 
ments would cail forth the indignant protest of the Christian 
community at large ; but our experience shows that, as & 
body, Christians either submit passively and quietly to the 
promulgation of such sentiments or lend to them their 
hearty indorsement and approval. Yet, for all, as much as 
we detest the hypocrisy, perhaps we should not regret the 
occasion that givs it expression—that lays bare sentiments 
usually kept so artfully concealed, even though that occasion 
may take its rise in the false imprisonment of an old man 
like yourself. This may not sound very consoling to you, 
my friend, but truth rarely gains much in the world without 


of honest opinions, nor will you be the last, though I must 
confess I hav never known or read of a bolder or more 
defiant one. It is the uncovering of just such sentiments as 
those expressed by the Rev. Crosby that sets mankind to 
thinking over these matters, and I will venture to assert that 
the expression advocating deceit and fraud used by him 
upon the occasion alluded to will be the direct cause of 
making more Infidels to Christianity as established than all 
you could hav done for Infidelity by a year’s hard labor. 
So console yourself, my friend, in the thought that if your 
imprisonment has been of such inestimable value to your 
opponents as they claim, their steps in unmasking the 
hidden devil that controls them has also been of inestimable 
value to your own cause. I think you can well afford " 
t 
was the discovery of this veiled hypocrisy in the church 
which first set myself to thinking earnestly about these 
‘matters. Icould not harmonize their actions, as a body or 
individually, with what they professed. The teachings of 
Jesus of Nazareth appeared to me so incongruous with most 
that I met with in church circles that it finally drove me 
from church service, where I had formerly been a regular 
attendant, aud set me to studying and searching for truth as 
connected with these matters I am truly thankful, how- 
ever, to that power which rules that the pressure brought to 
bearin my case was thus great, for through this cause my 
eyes were eventually opened and the fetters with which I 
was bound were removed. 

If, in private life, Dr. Crosby is what Mr. Parton calls 

him, ‘‘one of the most amiable and generous of men," it 
certainly does (as Mr. Parton giv8 the idea in other words) 
furnish another. notable illustration of how an amiable 
nature may be transformed into one simply brutal and 
i fiendish by adhering to the monstrous superstitions of the 
, past. 
i? I hav often thought of you in your unjust imprisonment, 
and though Í hav read some things of you since your incar- 
ceration, in grief and sorrow, yet there was another side of 
the case which almost redeemed your error, as it furnished 
the man occasion to assert or deny his manliness, courage, 
honesty, and love of truth, and. most nobly did you meet 
‘these requirements in your frank and manly confession, 
which has met the hearty approval of your friends. To err 
is human; to frankly confess aud abjure our wrongs is 
honest, and partakes of the divine. I often contrast, in my 
mind, your manly confession with the unblushing and per- 
sistent denial of a prominent clergyman, the proofs against 
whom were quite as conclusive as in your own case, and you 
can rest assured that neither in my mind or that of the pub- 
lic will you suffer bythe comparison. But 1 am trespassing 
too far, perhaps, upon private and delicate matter, yet be- 
lieve me if I hav penned anything injudiciously that may 
cause pain, it has been unintentional, and that I shail stick 
_ by you, even though you make mistakes, while I still hav 
reason to believe you are an honest, truth-loving man, doing 
what you can to break down superstition and ameliorate the 
condition of your fellow-men. Hoping in due time to see 
you again restored to your family and friends in good health 
and spirits, and with a renewed determination to pursue the 
cause of truth manfully and unflinchingly, however much 
you may be despised by the multitude for such a course, I 
jremain, Your friend and well-wisher, A; Van Deusen. 


Locgrort, N. Y., Jan. 29, 1880. 
' FRIEND AND BROTHER: This is the anniversary of the 
Old hero, martyr, emancipator, Thomas Paine, who, like 
yoü, was persecuted, tried, condemned, and imprisoned for 
opinion's sake—who, like you, has been maligned, slan- 
dered, and shamefully abused during all these years, yet 
: to-day he;livse in the hearts of the American people—the | 
intellectual monarch of the age. Where are his oppressors? | 
Their names are only remembered with a curse, and their 
rotten carcasses hav gone back to their native elements, 


| letters for us fora number of years to come. 


of D. M. Bennett vibrates lovingly in the souls of a quarter 
of a million of America’s noblest sons and daughters, and 
the time is not far distant when thrice that number will 
respond to the anniversary of D. M. Bennett. Though at 
present our religious and pplitical enemies are fortifying 
themselves behind a contemplated monarchy, and I seem to 
see in the near future a mighty struggle for freedom and 


| liberty, yet I livin the sublime assurance that ‘‘ever the 


right comes uppermost and ever is justice done.” 
Inclesed find post-office order for $13.50, which please 
apply according to the inclosed list. Yours truly, 
i OLIVE K. Sirs. 


"Wurrkg Rock, Nev., Jan. 26, 1880. 

FRIEND BENNETT: The entire Liberal force of White 
Rock wish me to say to you that they deeply sympathize 
with you and Mrs. Bennett in your troubles and that they 
will continue their support to the paper and do all they can 
to help you and the Liberal cause. "Though you did make, 
a mistake in writing those love-letters, if there was anything 
wrong about it—and it is not any of our business—we for- 
give you and hope you will be able to continue writing 
We certainly 
hav no wish for you to step down and out. I commenced . 
with D. M. Bennett and the first number of his paper, and 
intend to stay with him and the paper as long as it is pub- 
ished. 

I received two copies of the Jndex with the Bundy-Com- 
stock-Abbot exposé in them, They made no impression 
against D. M. Bennett and his paper, as expected, but acted. 
quite the reverse. : ` 

I hav been a subscriber to the 2.-P, Journal for a number 
of years, but could stand it no longer. Bundy's object in 
exposing Bennett's letters was so transparent that a child 
could see through it. I think I can make the subscription 
price of the Journal do more good by turning it to THE 
TRUTH SEEXER.. 

Inclosed find $8, to be used as herein directed—$5 for the 
paper for one year and Paine's Theological and. Political 
Works in one volume, for V. J. Borrette, and $83 for the 
paper for one year for Charles Brown, White Rock. Pat 
my name down for Bennett’s forthcoming book—'* Ancient 
Gods and Ancient Religions." Yours truly, 

V. J. BoRRETTE. 


5 Bow1Line GREEN, Mo., Feb. 3, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find 
$5, which I was most anxious to hav forwarded before 
Christmas, but was not able, I hav ordered the paper for 
my son, Captain C. W. Hanson, St. Joseph, Michigan. I 
hav ordered all the books and tracts I hav been able to, 
although I hav all my housework and sewing to do for my 
family of four, having the caré of two small grandchildren. 
I hav done chores to raise the most of the five dollars I 
am not the strongest of those of my age, yet I would be glad 
if I could get something to do to earn money to purchase 
several books from you. 

My feelings and sympathies for our noble Bennett you 
will consider more fully expressed by sisters Denton and 
Wheelock, and brothers Weeks, Thompson, and many 
more of our noble Liberals. This much I would add, that 
while I deeply sympathize with our hero, D. M. Bennett, in 
his contrite humiliation, I still rejoice that that sad experi- 
ence in his social life reveals to his many readers that he has 
a large and kind heart as well as powerful and active brain. 

I am a lone Infidel Spiritualist here. Ido not know one 
who takes much interest or seems to hav the least realiza- 
tion of the mighty conflict now going on between the 
powers of light „and the powers of darkness. If you con- 
sider the contents of this letter worthy of publication, I 
would like to greet the readers of your paper through its 
columns. I love to read the letters, and feel very near to 
all true Liberals regardless of minor opinions. I hope and 
trust that D. M. Bennett’s sad experience in love matters 
will prompt not only him but all honest reformers to take 
more fully into consideration the social problem, which is, 
in my opinion, the question of all questions. Let the foun- 
tain be purified, and all the streams of life will be pure, 

I do seriously hope Hayes will make haste to improve the 
golden opportunity to do the just act of releasing Bennett; 
his allowing him to enter and remain 80 long in prison is a 
shame upon his character which time can never obliterate. 

Truly yours for justice to all, 
MayYBELLE Hanson. 


Farmineton, UTAH, Feb. 5, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH ÑEEKER, Dear Sir: lam sorry that it 
should be necessary for me to hav to request space in your 
valuable and ever-esteemed paper for the following, when it 
might otherwise be used for matter of much more general 
interest; and was it not that my friends, the officers and 
members of the Liberal League of Utab, are so adversely 
reflected upon, I do not think that just for my own sake I 
should attempt to trouble you upon the subject I wish, in as 
brief a manner as possible, to write, which is in answer toa 
tirade of abuse which I find in your paper of January 25th, 
over the name of E. F. Munn (or, a8 it is there misprinted, 
E. F. Trum), heaped upon myself, the League, and the 
Mormons in general. . 

He terms himself a ''poor Liberal;” this comes being 
near the only truth contained in his letter, for I think a 
man & poor Liberal who would bring down judgment upon 
a whole community for the offenses of a few, and, worse 
still, who would visit the sins of the father upon the chil- 
dren, for this is what I hav always found his disposition to 
be ia whatever referred to the Mormons, And here let me 
say, and take my chances for being tabooed for the same, 
that the Mormons, as a people, generally are as honest, 
industrious, earnest, and well-disposed or intending a set of 
people as I ever was, Or ever expect to be, associated with, 
and my experience reaches over sixteen years in Utah, and 
in all about twenty-eight years. There sre, and hav been 
all slong, **black sheep” among them, and individuals who 
hav. performed black deeds, for which the whole people 
hav been blamed. It is also true that leading men, high in 
office, hav, through religious fanaticism, been induced, and 
hav induced others, to perform grave and, in some cases, 
terrible deeds that will always be considered a blot upon the 
people more or less. And yet the masses are in no way 
responsible, for they did not know at the time, nor for many 
years after, that their own people had anything to do with 
the matter; neither did they then, any more than now, 
approve of the same. But such deeds as I hav mentioned 
are not chargeable upon the Mormons only, but hav ever 
been characteristic of religious fanaticism when unchecked 
by & counteracting influence. 

Now, Mr. Editor, I am no '* Mormon-eater," neither am T 
disposed to punish the innocent for the guilty, but my wish 
is to giv to every man all the rights that 1 claim for myself; 


and now become a subscriber to your paper. I became dis; | ashamed, I think, of the combination of which they were: and, if I understand correctly, we, as a League, are bound 


gusted with the course that Bundy took against you in try- 


j Composed, just where your enemies will;go, while the name 
& 


|no 


t only to respect, but to protect, every man in his strictly 
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oer uae rete npe ond 
Now for the newspaper part. Mr. Munn says that ‘t 


& man in Farmington has been inside a newspaper offic 
written to any paper in Utah in defense of our respected 


Iwourp saytothe Liberals of Scott county that Mrs. 
M. L. Follet, of LeOlaire, has been naméd as Chairman of 
the Scott county Committee. She is one of our most 
enthusiastic and earnest workers. Render her all the 
assistance you can. The LeClaire Pilot is striking heavy 
blows for the cause of equal rights, and in its issue of F'eb. 
7th commenced the publication of Mrs. Follett’s novel, 
* Libra Dawn, or Dawn of Liberty," a sequel to *' Cupid’s 
Yokes." 


Mr. A. L POTTER has been appointed Chairman of the 
Jackson county Committee. Address him at LaMotte. 
Without disparaging other good workers, it is no more than 
just to say that he distributed, with one exception, more 
petitions than any other person in the state. Let every 
Liberal of Jackson county at once send Mr. Potter his or 
her nave, and buckle on the armor for work, Several 
places in Iowa want lectures. Cannot one or more of our 
speakers take a trip through this state? The harvest is 
ripe. 

QUITE a number of the secular papers here published the 
petition. Some comment favorably, while others are badly 
shocked. Many do not even allude to it. 


WoMAN sUFFRAGE, & proposed constitutional amend- 
ment prohibiting the manufacture and sale of intoxicants, 
and the taxation of church property, are giving our Solons 
something to think about and good opportunities for 
dodging. 

Way did ‘not the Des Moines Liberafs form a resident 
committee to attend to the taxation petition and see that it 
was treated as its importance deserved in the Legislature ? 
And why did they not at least circulate the petition in Polk 
county ? Has TuE TRUTH BEXEER any readers there ? 


I BEARTILY Concur in Bro. Campfield's suggestion that the 
next Congress of the League should be held at Bismarck 
Grove.. It is a very eligible situation, and Western secular- 
ists will extend a most cordial welcome to their Eastern 
brothers and sisters who shall come to the historic spot to 
pledge themselves Once again to the cause of equal rights 
and impartial justice. Bismarck Grove (Kan.) by all means. 


Towa Liberale, where shall our State Convention be held ? 
Speak quickly. 


Tux question of the presidency of the National League 
seems to be attracting attention at present. Keep the gallant 
old veteran, Elizur Wright, in that position as long as he 
will stay there. After Wright comes Wakeman, Pillsbury, 
Parker, Green, Mrs. Post—any true blue Liberal, one who 
is staunch '' all over” and all through ; none of your half- 
and-half men afraid of Mrs. Grundy. We hav had enough 
of doubt and hesitancy. 

Send for postal petition. 

Florence, Iowa. 


do | minds of our people by an intolerant priesthood. During 

my absence I had not seen Tak TRUTH SEERER, nor had I 
not | heard of the damnable persecution of ita martyr-editor by 
€ or į the meek and lowly wolverenes of your boasted free Chris- 


3y p: but j tian country. This, of course, made its receipt all the 
much abused friend, D. M. Bennett.” Once more the truth, | more agreeable and welcome to me, Not that I rejoice in 


and this is easily explained. In the first place, it would not | the sufferings of Bro, Bennett. On, no. On the contrary, 
be consistent for newspapers to publish anything for us; |in common with all the Spiritualiets and Freethinkers of 
and although the Balt Lake Tribune is called a Liberal|this country, I sincerely sympathize with him and his 
paper, we fail to see it in that light. If I understand cor. family, and, indeed, with all lovers of freedom and fair 
rectly, it is too much Controlled by the Methodists to ever play; for do we not allsuffer by the diabolical jtreatment 
giv us a fair show. I could not but notice how greedy they | meted out to Bro. Bennett by the hypocritical followers of 
were to publish the fact of the imprisonment of D. M.|him who said, “If a man smite you ou the right cheek 
Bennett for sending through the mails what it has been|turn to him the other also,” and. trust that he may yet liv 
thought proper to term obscene literature. It is true, when | many years, to again take the lead in the great fight that is 
pressed upon the subject, they (the 7ribune) fixed up from | now going on between knowledge and superstition, truth 
Mr. Munn’s letter to the paper a very weak statement for | and error, mental liberty and Christian slavery; and that 
Mr, Bennett, but they did not even put Mr. Munn's name to | instead of occupying a criminal cell ia a Christian bastile, 
it, neither was Mr. Munn at the time very well pleased over | he may rise to that high eminence in the government of his 
it; and, according to Mr. Munn’s own statement, they posi: | country whence he will be able to mete out that justice and 
tively refused to publish D. M. Bennett’s letter to editors | mercy to all classes which he now seeks and which is mali- 
for fear of the influence it would hav against them. ciously withheld from him by a revengeful theocracy, a 
Another fact [ was obliged to notice of the Tribune was | superstitious people, and a cowardly President; but having 
the very meager notice they gave of the lecture given by | so long been deprived of the good things served up in THE 
that champion of Freethought, Col. R., G., Iogersoll, in Salt | Taora SERKER and the embellishments supplied by its 
Lake City, on the subject of the ** Liberty of Man, Woman, | many able correspondents, to all of which I had become so 
' and Child.” I saw one of their staff there, yet the best | firmly attached; it was only natural that I should experience 
notice he got was in the Deseret News, the principal Mormon |a sensation on again seeing the paper—something like that 
paper. The Tribune is strictly a ** Mormon-eating” paper, | which it is supposed Bro, Bennett will feel when he escapes 
and they hav always published with a relish anything Mr. | from the Albany Inquisition, and is once more permitted to 
Munn wrote about the Mormons and put his-name to it;| drink in the sweet air of light and liberty. I was going to 
but it is in no sense a Freethought journal; these are the | suggest that it would be a good idea, if it could be done, to 
reasons why we hav not tried to use it; but we hav not | liberate him on British soil, where the air is supposed to be 
been afraid to spend our money in other ways to publish the | exceptionally light and free, but I hav just thought of the 
Liberal League movement. case of Charles Bradlaugh and Mrs. Besant and will there- 
Mr. Munn’s remark about opening our meetings with | fore omit the suggestion. Besides, I am reminded that it 
prayers to Jehovah & Co., I treat with the sneer it deserves. | is-a foolish thing for people who liv in glass houses to throw 
Ít is true I induced Mr. Munn to join our League soon after | stones; in other words, I was glad, glad to meet and shake 
it was organized, but he has failed to put in an appearance | hands with my old friend, the friend of humanity, the gen- 
at any one of our meetings, which, he says, ‘we hav not] erous the noble TRUTH SEEKER. If you accuse me of 
been holding," but which we hav been holding every Bun- | negligence in remitting, I must plead not guilty up to the 
day afternoon all the winter, and to his knowledge, too. It | time of my return to the province. Since that time, guilty, 
may be that we had. hardly yet started when he wrote his|but not wilfully so, and in the future I promise to be more 
letter, but it should be remembered that I had not long} punctual, for while I liv and you manage to keep the Chris- 
returned from my trip to England., . tian's God out of your nation's Constitution I am bound to 
I will notice one more point in Mr. Munn’s letter. Hej} hav the paper. If you cannot keep him out I shall hav to 
says lam afraid of "hurting the Mormons’ feelings.” In] giv it up, of course, because the Christian’s God has always 
answer, I wil say that I hav no wish to hurt any person's | been opposed to the circulation of common-sense literature, 
feelings unnecessarily, It is no trait of mine to hide my | and when once in power he will not be long in taking pos- 
sentiments on any subject, particularly on the subject of} session of the United States mails, and then dog and his 
Freethought and the Liberal League movement. Itis too} Comstock (they are one and inseparable, I believe, for 
. dear to me to allow me to hide my sentiments on these | don't the Bible say, “they shall be no more twain, but one 
topics; but T'do not propose to insult anybody with them, | flesh,” in cases of that kind) would exercise an eternal 
and here is where Mr. Munn and I differ. And as far as | vigilance to prevent the circulation and interchange of every 
my labor in the Liberal League movement is concerned, it | advanced thought on theological and scientific subjecta. 
is too well known by you, Mr. Editor, and by those with| Having obtained the necessary power, I fear TRE TRUTH 
whom I hav labored and with whom I hav corresponded | SxgKxR would fall the first victim in the hands of these 
(Mr. Munn included), for me to need make any reference|two worthies, and I would then hav no Bible. I don't 
to it, know whether I could get along without a Bible. I was 
Well, Mr. Editor, I will close with an apology to you and | brought up in tbe Methodist church, and am, of course, 
your many readers for the space in your paper which this|strongly attached to the good book, which attachment I 
will necessarily occupy, subscribing myself, hav transferred to Tug TRUTH SEEKER; and I now rely 
. Fraternally yours, upon the truths therein contained and the study of the laws 
WaLTER WALKER, [of nature, and a compliance therewith, for happiness in 
Sec’y. L, L. of Utah. | this life and my soul's welfare in the life to come. 


E. C. WALKER. 


i AM ——————————— 


Mem. Ex. Com. N. L. L. and Freedom of Conscience. 


We, the undersigned, wish to add on behalf of Mr. W. 
Walker and the members of the Liberal League of Utah our 
entire approval and indorsement of the above letter of Mr. 
W. Walker. H. M. Haxanr, Pres., . 

ALFRED WHARTON, Asst. Sec., 
L. P. ANDERSON, Treas., 
Henry BoOUTRWORTH, 

JOHN BoUTHWOXNTH, 

WILLIAM ANDERSON. 


EUREKA, CAL., Feb. 1. 1880. 

Mr. MacponaLp : Dear Sir: Inclosed you will find P.O. 
order for $10; $3 to renew my subscription and the remain- 
der for Mr. Bennett. 

Ihope that ail Liberals may contribute something, accord- 
ing to their means, to remunerate Mr. Bennett, at least to 
some extent, for his logs of time and the pain and anguish 
he is suffering for the cause of mental freedom. 

I hav always hoped and expected that strong efforts 
would be made to linerate him from his prison cell before 
the full term of his sentence expired. ; 

The two blackguards, Bundy and Abbot, hav, no doubt, 
to some extent ruined his chances, But they need not glut 
ihemselves over the victory they bav achieved. I would 


will bring back to him that freedom which justice denies 


him; but no time can bring back to them the esteem of the loyal to all the good institutions of my country; but I think 
of nothing that could possibly be done here to improve the 
condition of our people politically, over which 1 would re- 
joice more than l would to know that Col. Ingersoll and 
D. M, Bennett had been elected President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States in 1880. 


public which they hav lost, None but persons of the mean- 
est kind will stoop to the degradation of slandering a man 
who is unable to defend himself for the time being, and for 
n0 other cause than envy. ROBERT GUNTHER, 
Wranports, Kan., Feb. 9, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH BSEEEKER : Please find inclosed P. O. order 
for $8.00 for Tas TRUTH SEEKER for current year.. — 

I see some of your correspondents say they ''forgive" 
Mr, Bennett. Forgive what? I see nothing to forgive. 
He did as he pleased, and that is what we all feel like doing 
if we cau—in our private and personal affairs. 

' If Mr. Bennett felt like writing those letters to a woman, 


a weakness in him to write such lettere, but those 4 think 
hav some lessons of life yet to learn, and as ‘‘ fools may not 
Speak wisely what wise men may do foolishly," Mr. 


Abbot should hav kept silent—the awful silence of the |a charter. 


I county. 
“sample copy." I returned his last a few days ago With a | known as the 


tomb. Abbot hassent me his Index several times, marked 


card, I guess he will not send me any more. 1fünd that 
those Liberals who are on your subscription list receive 
“ sample copies” of the /ndez, while some others do not. 
He seems to hav had access to your books. 


if labor for aud success in educating the pecple and making 
them free is evidence of greatness, then is he one of 
America’s greatest, The years to come will demonstrat 
this, and the people of those years will appreciate it. 

; ad For truth, J. J. Huanzs. 


Vioron1A, B. C., Jan. 28, 1880. 


doubt, will accomplish much for the cause of truth in that 


- A they lead to further subscriptions t 
now rather be in Mr. Bennett’s place than in theirs., Time rar of country May Ae D le dasa 


last Was written, 
he did right in doing so, and it should concern no one but | cities and towns in the state had done as well as some hav, 
himself and the woman. To some, no doubt, it exhibited | we should make a grand showing. But we are getting our 
people woke up, and that is much. 


C, W. Potier has been very active and earnest in the work 
of organizing this League. 
W. Mercer, of Winterset, promises a League at that place 
Iam for Bennett, first, last, and all the time. I believe! as soon as spring opens. W. M, Kennedy, Esq., of Musca- 
he ig all right, and indorse him up to the present time; and | tine, writes : “ Send us the necessary blanks for the organ- 
izing of an auxiliary League, and we will at once be at 
e | organization. 
for blanks. 
being the seat of Iowa College, a Congregational institution, 
but Bro. Porter evidently means to beard the lion in his 
den. 


To go without my Bible, Tax TRUTA SEEKER, therefore, 
would be something new to me, and the experiment is one 
I should not like to be compelled to try. 

Another thought has just struck me. I don't suppose dog 
could do much without his Anthony ; and if it would not 
be considered treason, and I not be laying myself liable to 
be prosecuted for blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, sedi- 
tion against the government, or anything of that kind, I 
would like to suggest that perhaps the better way would be 
to kill his Anthony, I meanthe dog. If this cannot be done, 
for humanity’s sake, try and keep the God idea out of your 
country’s Constitution and preserve our Bible, Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. 

Dr, J. L, York, who has been justly styled the Ingersoll 
of the West, was here a short time since. He gave a series 
of Freethought lectures, which were highly appreciated. 
He spoke feelingly and forcibly in denouncing the diaboli- 
cal treatment of D. M. Bennett by Christian vampires. He 
advised all lovers of freedom and fair play to subscribe 
for Taz TRUTH BSEEKER; and, like all sensible men, he 
takes the proper view of that Abbot-Bundy affair. 

By request, I am sending my papers to Alaska. They 
will be read with avidity during the winter months, and, no 


[The following extract, from John §. C. Abbott’a hiatory 
of '* The Massacre of 8t. Bartholomew,” published twenty- 
four years ago, is worthy of a place in Tae TRUTH 
BEEKER:] 


There is one trath which this narrative enforces: it is the 
doctrine of freedom of conscience. It was the denial of this 
simple truth which deluged France in blood and woe. The 
recognition of this one sentiment would hav saved for 
France hundreds of thousands of lives and millions of treas- 
ure. Let us take warning; we need it. 

Let us emblazon upon our banner the noble words, 
“ Toleration; Perfect Civil and Religious Toleration.'" 

But toleration is not a slave; it is a spirit of light and lib- 
erty; it has much to giv, but it has just as much to demand; 
it bears the olive branch in one hand and the gleaming 
sword in the other; it says, I grant to you perfect liberty 
of opinion and of expression, and I demand of you the same. 

The American mind is now 80 roused that it will hav this 
liberty. And if there are any institutions of religion or of 
civil law which cannot stand this scrutiny, they are doomed 
to die, The human mind will move with untrammeled 
sweep through the whole range of religious doctrine and 
around the whole circumference and into the very center of 
political assumption. If the Catholic bishop has a word to 
say, let him say tt, lf some one rising in the spirit and 
power of Martin Luther has a reply to make, let him make tt, 
Those who wish to listen to the one or to the other, let 
them do so. "Those who wish to close their ears, let them 
hav their way. 

But in the sixteenth century it would hav been almost 
universally regarded impious and rebellious against Ged to 
affirm that error (heresy) is not to be pursued and punished 
The reformers themselves did not advocate the doctrine 
that a man has a right, unrestrained by human law, to 
believe what he pleases and to disseminate that belief; they 
only declared that they were bound to believe the truth ; 
that the views which they cherished were írue; and that, 
therefore, they should be protected in them. 

That noble toleration which allows a man to adopt any 
mcde of worship which does not disturb the peace of soci- 
ety, exists as we believe, only in the United States. liüven' 
in England Dissenters are excluded from many privileges. 
Throughout Catholic Europe no religious toleration is recog- 
niz»d. The Emperor Napoleon I., during his reign, estab- 
lished the most perfect freedom of conscience under every 
government his influence could control. His downfall re- 
established throughout Europe the dominion of intolerance. 

Our country is One; our liberty is national. Let us grant 
toleration and demand toleration here and everywhere 
throughout ovr wide domain; in Maine and in Georgia, 
amidst the forests of Aroostook, and on the plains of Kansas. 


paper. : j 
In conclusion, let me say that I am a British subject, and 


Yours for the truth, Simmon DUCE. 


———— —9 99—— — —— 


Liberal News Items. 


I wav heard from several more counties in Iowa since my 
Petitions are coming in, and if all the 


Tus Secular Literary Society at Scranton has taken out 

A League has been formed near Harlan, Shelby 
It is composed entirely of farmers, and will be 
* Farmer's Auxiliary Liberal League," Mr. 


That untiring worker, Bro, H. 


Lu 


Mr. Charles Porter, of Grinnell, also sends 
Grinnell is mucb under church jnfluence, 


Nelson Potter, Esq., of Anamosa, is talking League. 


EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Inclosed find P. O. |: all to b i peo- | Let us grant toleration, perfect and untrammeled, to one 
order for six dolazs to balance, I hav long since learned ages Pe i ide Nae pne sn up pan and to all; to all religions, to all politics, to all humanities, 
to appreciate its noble efforts to advance the interests of our ple Let the friends of the cause 1n each of the towns) 15 the young fanatic in hie sleepless dream, and to the old 


race, and root out ihe superstition so firmly planted in the | named render these gentlemen all the assistance possible. 


fogy in his dreamless sleep. 
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Crosby & Co. 


BY ALHAZA, 
How glorious Chrigt’s temple, from turret to 
door ! 
While the humble are mentioned as “ only the 
Door." 
But where he is worshiped, if he werea dweller, 
*T would be with the rats in the dingy coal cel- 
lar? 
Mohammedan mosques, too, are small and ob- 
geure; : 
A trifla of gilding is wrought on the door; 
But the eloisters around, oh, how snug and how 
eozy! 
Where the poor pilgrim rests if he's weary and 
dozy. 


Now John sells a shoe with the sole nicely 
glued on, 

And Paul a cheap glove, which would hav to be 
screwed on; ; 

Nor Judas is wanting, the blasphemons jester, 

And Crosby can help him to mutter, "Hail, 
Master i” 


“Hail, Master! We love thee; wa eat thy good 
dinners, 

But the biil must be footed by credulous sin- 
ners,” 

They fight flery battles, and doubting blood 
gushes, 

But the Crosbies are armed, behind sanctified 
bushes. : 


Now Gabriel’s bugle, how soon ’twill be sound- 
ing! 

‘Next, millennial geenes, without weeping or 
wounding. 

The basilisk then to its master will knuckle, 

And Crosby will crawl, too, and flatter and 
chuckle. ` 


But the truth will liv on, every error defying; 

No murderer ghastly his master denying; 

Though her face is well known, Truth would 

' think it no blame, ; 

Like Ohrist, to forgive the poor woman of 
. Shame. 


Whipping-Post in Delaware. 


Offictal whippings are continued regularly at 
Newcastle, Dl., and are considered as a matter 
of course by the residente. On a recent occasion 
five convicted thieves ware punished, among 
them a boy of 16. At the first stroke he desper- 
ately forced himself loose by pulling his hands 
out of the staples. A handkerchief was then 
used to fasten him, but before the prescribed 
twenty blows were completed he got loose again, 
and pathetically begged the brutal sheriff not to 
Btrika so hard.—Floating paragraph. 


Ah! hark, ye gods! what sound is that I hear? 

"Tis not the voice of grief, nor hardly pain, 
Though caused by pain. "Tae wind," you say; 

tis false. 

I knowthe wind's each mood by heart; it laughs 

It cries, it groans, it whispers, and halloes, 

Alike round misery’s cot as round a throne. 
But no such sound. Hark! once again it falls 
Upon my ear—a wail for pity’s ear! 

And. though suggestive, it I cannot name. 
"Imagination?" "Tisalie. No sound 

Like that was ever bred in fancy’s brain. 

To justíce's, mercy's, pity’s state, it firat 

My senses melts; with madness next I boil 
That cause should be devised for stich a sound. 
If long I hear it, mad in fact I fear 

Tilbe., Ah) hast thou ears and do not hear? ` 
A human voice itir, and every word 

Itutters now distinctly I can hear. 

That's what I meant. You ask end you heard it? 
And you think naught of it? You are a brute, 
Ithiuk, and worse—unelvilized heathen 

In eyes of God, if not by human law. 

Look yonder and I'll see from whenoe it comes, 
You say? What! Far down there by Bluehen 


Bay? ` 
That patch of land '‘ Diamond ” some fool hath 
named, 
And blurred the map's pure page with Dela- 
Ware? 


Ah, yes: nowI see. Thereis an open yard; 

: A post ia there with chains from staples hung; 
On many Jinks are stains of human blood, 
And on the filthy ground it lies in pools; 
Over the post a human form is bound— 
A boy but fifteen years of age, or less, 
Nude is his back, as are the souls of them 
Who made it so. A fiend, called man, stands 

nigh, à 

And in his hands the fiail of “justice” swings, 
Each hellish blow, some crime to recompense, 

: A furrow makes deep in the poor boy's flash. 
Around, a throng of jeering heathen stand. 
" What! Onristians ?" ‘‘ Yes, you're right, with 

God lett out. 

They’re cursed of God; the devil moveth them. 
Some petty crime, and he deserves it?” One 
Would surely think an angel had b3en raped 
And jealousy was wreaking out its wrath, 
A civil punishment—r0o flendish scourge— 
Is what we deal for crime in Michigan, 
Here, where kind mercy hoardeth not her tears 
To scald her soul, and pity’s aching heart 
Is never broken quite; where great mon liv 
And fiendish scoundrels find it hard to thrive, 
Ah, look! Thank heaven, the boy has broken 


` loosel . 
The crowd will shield him now! They'll not, 
you say? 
True. See, they head him off and force him 
back 


Into the sheriff’s clutch, and all for Christ! 
May heaven’s indignation veil that state 

And spell its people who uphold such laws 
Until they blot them from their statute book! 
And no bass cravens left to execute 

Such measures—they who now doth feign to 
. bask 

In smiles of God, as Moses taught of old! 
Buch doctrines doth my soul abhor—that he 

Is pleased with beastly deeda that good may 


come, 
No God of auch a o I know. 
Th is the devil's v am ile they heed, 


Then libel God by saying it is he. 

While every lash that cuts the quivering fles 

Base insult is to all that is divine. Ai 

Were possible a hell beyond this life, 

What souls ite lurid flames would leap for first? 

Perverters of God's nature; saying it 

Doth eorrespond to their own narrow minds. 

With strife and vengeance rife—not meroy, love. 

The sheriff leads him back, as butchers lead 

A beef to slay. My heart grows sick, for see! 

O hear! he pleads, and they'll not hear his plea! 

Ye fates! is there not one broad mind, not one 

Warm heart, in all that narrow, snail-paced 
state ? 

Not one strong voice to sound a vletim'a plea ? 

Shame! shame! that while you kneel in palace 
thrones, 

In worldly pomp and selfish pride, to shrive 

Your souls, at yonder stake is humankind, 

Save his misfortune, like unto yourselves. 

"Tis as the devll pommeling himself. 

This may be Ohristian ; righteousness ‘tis not, 

"' Do unto others as ye would," says God. 

" That they should do to you;" and this doth. 
bind 

In all affairs and deods of human kind. 

Oh, worthy judge! Oh, lucre’s prince! would 
you 

For your own ehildren hold this flendish ereed, 

And vote a sheriff's public scourge, should they 

Misstep? Ah, chink of coin doth change the 
phase 

When well-appeared, stern Justice veils her face, 

That poor boy's plea, when hope was dead 
within, 

Will sting your ears and probe your frozen 
hearts 

Till death’s door opens to your timid knock. 

"Oh! sheriff, sheriff, please don’t strike so 
hard!” 

— Uncle Inite’s Poetical Lecture, 


The Western Reformer, | 


A paper to be devoted to the religious,'polit- 
ical, and social reform, is to be published 
monthly at first, at the low price of fifty 
cents & year. Every person who has the 
liberty of man, woman, and child at heart, 
cut this out, attach it to a blank sheet of pa- 
per, and send in as many subscribers as they 
can obtain. : 

The paper will be a five-column, four- 
page folio, and be printed in good, clear 
type. 

It will be a foe to superstition, a foe to 
the national bank system, and all other mo- 
nopolies that are making the poor poorer 
aud the rich richer. f 

It will be a friend of the cause of justice, 
liberty, and truth. i 

The paper will be issued about the fif- 
teeath of February if a suffi sient number of 
names are sent in to insure ils success, 

Let some friend in every school district 
through the West act as au agent, and send 
in the names without delay. Money to be 
paid on receipt of first paper. Address 
S. Paris Davis, Salina, Kansas. 


VOLUME VL 


The Truth Seeker 


FOR 1879. 
NOW READY. 


12.00 Worth of Liberal Reading 
for $4.59, Containing 836 
Large Pages. A Full 


RECORD OF LIBERALISM FOR 
A YEAR, 


Has more Liberal reading matter 
than a half dozen ordinary $2 books. 
Lectures, Essays, Scientific Articles, 
Liberal News and Notes, Proceedings 
of Liberal Conventions during the 
Also 


year. 


THE TRIAL OF D. M. BENNETT. 


Full account of the Arrest, Con- 
viction, and Sentence. 


Articles and Lectures by Ben- 
nett, Ingersoll, Putnam, Bell, 
Jamieson, Underwood, Leland, 
Mrs. Slenker, Bradford, Green, 
Parton, Andrews, Wakeman, 
Palmer, Chapman, and hosts of 


| other clear-headed, able Liberals. 


Sent Post-paid, in Cloth, for $4.50. ; 
Address D. M. BENNETT, 
14 Eighth street, N, Y. 


Revelations of Antichrist 
CONCERNING l 
Christ and Christianity. 


This volume gives us mountains of evidence 
that the Ohrist of the Bible was never born, 
never crucified, never died. . . It contains 
Youre deep researches into the fac back pages 
of antiquity than any volume I ever read. 
ANTICHBIST proves from history that James 


Repha (Cephas, alias Peter), and Paul. ali lived |. 


before the Christian era, and so did Jesus 
Christ—indeed, many Christs and many by the 
name of Jesus. . . In my precious collection 
of Liberal works I hav placed this last valuable 
acquisition first and foremost of all.” 
: ; ELAMINA D, SLENKER. 
The book contains 446 pages. witn & very full 
Index and tables of contents. Price $2.00. 


THE ROOT OF THE MATTER, 
SAMSON; 


A Myth- Storv of the Sun. 


'The Gospel of the Kingdom Ac- 
eording to the Holy Men 


of Old, 


The author of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythieal in its character. He presents 
"us & number of copies to be disposed of in the 
interest of THE TRUTH SEEKER. All who pure 
chase will therefore aid THE TRUTH SEEXEZ to 
the amount of their purchase, or add to the 
Bennett fund as they may choose. 

Samson, 20 cents; Gospel of the Kingdom, 2 
vols., each, 30 Gents. 


Great Co-operative Colony. 
NOW FORMING IN NEW YORK. 


Send 20 cents for pamphlet and Constitution to 


H. E. SHARPE, 
2074 East 9th street, N, Y. 


FAMILY CREEDS, 


BY . 
WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
Author of “EXETER 


HALL,” “HEATHENS OF. THE 
HEATH,” ete. 


"To any who hav read gither of this 
favorite Liberal writers other ro- 
mances, it only need be said that this 
is not inferior to them. 468 pp, 

In cloth, $1.25. 
For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y, 


What Is the Bible? 


BY J. T, SUNDERLAND. 


He holds that so-called sacred books are nat- 
ural products of the human mind, and givs an 
outline of the origin and growth of the various 
bibles of the world. drawing analogies between 
the historical development of the Jewish Bible 
and other great sacred books, and demonstrat- 
ing religion to bealarger and richer thing than 
Jew, Christian, or Pagan has understood. The 
second chapter is devoted to the Bible, its ori- 
gin. growth. the men who wrote it, when they 
wrote it, and why; the third shows the diffleul- 
ties in the way of the theory of infallibilíty of 
the Bible, and their serious increase with the 
growth of scholarship and science; the fourth 
treats of its inspiration and revelation, consid- 
ering its claims as a classic and as the parent 
of Monotheism. It is a very broad and catholic 
the questions which naturally 


4t3 


work, answerl ng 
arise in connection with religlon, and negating 
tha assumption of an infallible word of God. 


Price, $1.00. 
b D. M, BENNETT. 


For sale 
1 hth st.. Naw York. 


THE VOICES. 


“The Voice of Nature,” “The Voice of a 
Pebble,” “The Voice of Superstition.” and "The 
Voice of Prayer." sth Edition, A Poetical Eye- 
Opening volume of 226 pages. 


BY WARREN SUMNER BARLOW. 


Judge Baker in an elaborate review of “ The 
Voices" says: "Considered in the light of a 
controversial or didactic poem, it is without 
an equal in contemporaneous literature, the 
birth of an audacious mind, and is destined to 
excite greater and more and wider encircling 
waves of sectarian agitation than any anti- 
eredal work ever published.” 

Price reduced to one dollar. Sold wholesale 
and retail at The Truth Seeker office. 


BY THE SAME AUTHOR: 


IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 


From the Doctrines of the Church. In Poet- 
ry. Particularly sharp and pointed. Itis well 
worth reading. Price only 10 cents. Sold at 
The Truth Seeker office. Both for $1,00.. 


JUST ISSUED. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form ; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 
cure an original system of practice. on- 
db iginal syst t tice. Ite 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic iils to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mall to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to 2H cost of mailing. 
i MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING OQ, .. 
199 Kaat 98th Street. N. Y. 


READ THIS LIST 


. OF. 
STANDARD WORKS. 


Published by D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., New York, 


Whe World's Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers. By D. M. BENNETT, 
Editor of Tuk TRUTA SEEKER. Octavo; 
second edition; enlarged and revised. Being 
the biographies and important doctrines of 
the most distinguished teachers, philoso- 
phers, reformers, innovators, founders of 
new schools of thought and religion, disbe- 
lievers in current theology, and the deepest 
thinkers and most active humanitarians of 
the world, from Menu down through the 
succeeding three thousand years to our own 
time, Price, cloth, $35 leather, $4; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

The Champions of the Church: 
Their Crimes and Persecutions. By 
D. M. BENNETT, Biographical sketches of 
eminent Christians, from the time of the 
reputed founder of Christianity to the 

resent.’ A companion book to ‘The 

orld’s Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” 

Containing a correct history of the distin- 

guished ornaments and diabolical characters 

of the church. A full account is given of- 
the bloody wars which Christianity has in- 

humanly waged to spread its rule. It also, 
givesa history of Jesuitism for three centu- 

ries, The whole is based upon Christian 

authorities. Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4* 

morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Analysis of Religious Belicf. By 
Viscount AMBERLEY, son of Lord John 
Russell, who was twice Premier of England. 
Complete, from the London edition. This 
remarkable work has attracted unusual atten- 
tion in England. It is the work of a brilliant 
young lord of Christian parents, who was 
brought up in the Christian faith, but who, 
upon investigation and reflection, became a 
decided wnbeliever ; the result of which is 
the elaborate work here named, the prepara- 
tion of which occupied him several years, 
Price, cloth, $38; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

Whe Great Works of Thomas 
Paine, Complete. New edition. The 
cheapest and best ever sold. Contains Life 
of Paine; his theological writings—the Age . 
of Reason, Examination of Prophecies, 
Reply to Bishop Llandaff, Letter to Mr. 
Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter to Camille 
Jordan, Of the Religion of Deism ; his po- 
litical Writings—Common Sense, The Crisis 
(Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), and The Rights 
of Man. All in one octavo volume, with a 
fine steel portrait of Paine. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $4 ; morocco, gilt, $4.50, 

Supernatural Religion: An Tn- 
quiry into the Reality of Divine 
Revelation, Decided:y the ablest work 
in this line ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
terest than this. It was issued anonymous!;, 
and the great inquiry was, ‘‘Who is the 
author ?" It is most damaging to the claims 
ef Christianity, and its positions and state- 
ments have never been refuted by the clergy, 
It is very scholarly, and enters into the ex- 
amination of the original Greek in detail and 
with great exactness, Three 8vo vclumes in 
one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest Lo&don edition, 
which sells at $15.00. The London Times, 
in speaking of this great work, uses this lan- 
guage: ** No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influeace 


.and effect on the thinking part of the com- 


munity as this work. Jt has done more to 
open the cyes of the ignorant and credulous, 
and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and 
superstition, than any other book.” Pub- 
lished complete in a volume of 1,000 pages, 
with afullindex, atthe following low prices: 


Cloth, $4; leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, 


5.50. » 
4 Nature’s Revelations of Charac- 
fer; or, Physiognomy Aliustrated, 
Being the morai and volitive dispositions of 
mankind as manifested in the human form 
and countenance, By Josep Bimma, M.D, 
This work is the fruit of twenty years’ dili- 
gent observation of nature, and presents a 
new and complete analysis and classification 
of the powers of the human mind and body, 
together with the physiognomical signs by 
which every faculty is disclosed. In one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 260 
cuts, Price. cloth, $333 leather, $43 mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $4.40. 

Paine’s Theological Works. In 
one volume, Comprising Age ot Reason, Ex- 
amination of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop 
Llandaf, Letter to Mr. Eskine, Essay on 
Dreams, Of the Religion of Deism, etc., 
with a Life and fine steel portrait of Paine. 
Cloth, $1.50. 

Paine’s Political Works. In one 
volume, comprising Common Sense, The 
Crisis (Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), The Rights 
of Man, and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait. Cloth, $1.50. : 

The Age of Reason. By Tuomas 
Pane. Large type. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. 

Whe Age of Reason and the Ex- 
amination of Prophecies. By Tnox- 
as Parne. Large type, Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. ' 

Common Sense. By Tuowas PAINE, 
His first and most important politica} work, 
Paper, 1a cente 


ANDREW STONE, M.D.,| CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Physician for the Last Twenty-three 
Years to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
gienic Institute, Founder of the 
New Magnetic College, and 
Author of ‘‘The New 
Gospel of Health,” 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmonary 
Consumption, Asthma, Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 
Diphtheria, Catarrh, and all diseases of the air 
passages, by inhalation of his system of cold or 
cool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach trom being 
perverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 

een the practice of antiquated systems. , 

By this WONDERFULLY PERFEOTED sys- 
tem, patients are successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
oùt the necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cages) forwarding their treatment by-ex- 
press, With very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—based 
in the first place, upon & searching DIAGNOSIS 
of each case, either by. chemical analysis of the 
morning’s urine (urinary Sanguinis), showing 
the condition of the blood, or psychometrie ex- 
amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 
both, as may be deemed essential, where per- 
sonal presence 18 not had. ; 

FEES.—For the first month, $15, including 
analysis and diagnosis; or $35 for & course of 
three months’ treatment, securing inhaler, with 
whichever one of the following inhaling vapors 
is found to_be needed, viz., The Balm, The 
Tonic, The Expectorant, The Anti-Asthmatic, 
The Anti-Hemorrhagio, The Anti-Septic, The 
Magnetic Blood. Also, with effectual reme- 
dies for Cough, for NightSweats; Vital Tonics 
Magnetic Embrocations and Plasters for relief 
ot Pain and Soreness, and every medicament, 
magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to each 
patient. Thousands of patients are thus an- 
nually successfully treated at their own homes 
that are not. personally attended, because, nn- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
stantly deputed in each case, bringing about 
wonderful visible effects. 

Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Ufinology, in Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 
gressive physicians that cannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Dipioma conferred. 

The art of healing taught in this Collegé com- 
bines the science of Auimal and Vital Magnet- 
ism, Medicated Electricity, Equalizing and Ad- 
justine the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 

using Into the Blood &nd,Brain and Nervous 

System Vital Foree by Impartation and Indue- 
tion of Psyehie Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers. 

The vitalizing magnetic power of healing by 
Sun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
: of effete matter by cutaneous secretion. Tho 
doctrine taught at this College is emphatically 
to.sonstruct, to build up, to nourish and develop 
th physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 

Analysis and full report of case made for $5, 
{ndependent of any treatment. Packages 
transmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 
Hon, and stamps for return answers must be 

nclosed in all cases. or no reply will be made. 


Address, AmNDREW rons, M. D., Oon- 


sulting and Attending Physician, Bowery | 
g E y 67 


Piace, Ida Hill, Troy, . 


#5 to $20 per day at home,  Bamors 


worth $5 free. Address STIN- 
RON & AQ Portiand Maine iy? 


$66 &weekin rour own town. 
$5 outüt free. Address H. 
CO., Port ir 


Terms »nd 
HALLETT & 
y. 


$72 A WEEK. $1232 day at home easily made, 
Outüt fres. Address TRUE & O0., Augusta, 
pine. : 1 


DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


“MEDICAL G000 SENSE 


C—AND-- 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 


-—EMBRAQOING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 


CAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound~price $2, It treats of the nature, causes, 
treatment of. and prescriptions for acute and 
ghronic diseases, It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s: xual relation. 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring. all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 berore 
the day of publication, this fail, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free. ' Contents table 
sent free for stamp. 

Dr. T. R. Kinget announces to his Liberal 
friends and patients throughout the United 
States and Canadas that he is positively curing 
many obstinate diseases pronounced incurable, 

ermatorrhosa, Seminal Weakness, Nerv- 


ous Debility, Impotency. Epilepsy. Paralysis, 
Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Qatarrh, Asthma, 
Bronchitis, Consumption, Dvsentery, Piles, 


idneys, Bladder, Genital 


Diseases of tlie Skin, 
lonsulta- 


Organs, and all diseases of women, 
tion Free. Address T. R. KINGET, M, D., 
C25. 317 E, 14th Street, Now York. 


. FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 


DR. FOOIES HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year «nd for the AMEBIOAN ILLUSTRAT- 
ED PRoNounoiInG Pocket DIOTIONARY, con- 
taining 30,000 words. 


ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR, FOOTE'S 
HEALTH MONTIILY 


For one year and for a large center-table book 
containing the GompJete Works of Shakepere! 
Do not forget to send 25 cents to pay postage or 
85 cents if you want it registered. Address 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO., 
129 £. 28th st., New York city. 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
Days in Athens. 


Being the Translation of a Greek Mas, dis- 
covered in Herculaneum, 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT 
Containing a copy of the head of Epicurus.. 


Price 75 cents, For sale by BENNETT, 
141 Eighth et. N. Y. Olty. 


.| mon Sense." 


Qt Truth Seeker, Febrnary 91, 1880. 


a co a nee x 
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to them are plJalniy treated by that 
books, PLAIN HOME TALK EMBRACING 


EDICAL COMMON SENSE — neariy 1,000 
pages, 200 illustrations by DR. E. B. FOOTE, 
of 120 Lexington Ave. New York, to whom ali 


Foote) personally and intimately, 
all the assurance that knowl dge imparts, 
that he is a man of the highest incentives and 
mo'ives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medical works possess the highest value, 
and vav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who. to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
«reat benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
has so ably imparted. : 
Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE, Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion. by maail, postage prepaid, only $1.50. Con- 
tents table iros, AGENTS WANTED. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
129 Kast 28th Street, New York. 


JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


— 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
muslin, containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 
$1.25. 


This book contains the principal points that 
Mr, Ingersoll has made against the Pantateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 

hlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
neorreot, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just is8ued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic. inimitable in its style. and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, auu pathos. 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, Clank MILLS, 


abinet size, price $2,50. 

mall Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admlrer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one, 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Saxony, the celebrated artist of New 
; York, at the following prices: 
Imperial or large size . . . 
Photo or card size EC 
Life-size Lithograph, 91x27. . . 50 " 


Postage paid, 
ostage Daid D M, BENNETT. 
141 EIGHTH NT., NEW YoRx. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION, 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures.” 


CoNTENTS.—''The Gods.” "Humboldt." “Thos, 
Paine,” “Individuality,” " Heretics and Her- 
esies,” Price, 50 cents. 


— 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures.” 


ContEeNTs.—" The Ghosts,” * Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Child,” " Declaration of Independ- 


ence,” " Farming in Ilinois”? “Speech at Cin- 
cinnati," " The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream.” rice 50 cents. 


Both volumes bound, in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoli. by Barony, the 
celebrated artist of Now York, at the following 
prices: 

Imperial, or large size... ..os... 40 cents, 

Photo, or card s#é........ (s 20 cents. 

Lafe-size lithograph, 21x21. ..... 50 cents. 


Postage paid. 
Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25, 


Address Dp. M. BENNETT. 
141 Eighth 8t., New York, 


Superstition in all Áges. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 


A Roman Catholic Priest, : 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Champagne, France, 
wholly abjured religinus dogmas, and lett as his 
"Last Will and Testament” to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work. entitled “ Com- 


"his ig a powerful work, and is attracting 
aueh alcention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
tairo, as be himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: $ 

k of the honest pastor, Jean 
Maior “te the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind whieh the, last 
Century produced, Thomas Pnines "Ago 
of Reason ” is mere mik and water to it, and 
Voltaire’s “Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
baskot of champagoe compared with 4 cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. Y Qu S To be ACA 
ransi& : 

and humane act in Jauus PARTON. 

Price.81 50, 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St, N, Y, 


B 


and we say, | 


FROM 


:IBEHIND THE BARS, 


A SERIES OF LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 


D.-M. BENNETT 


WHILE IN PRISON IN 


LUDLOW-STREET JAIL. 


SHOWING THE 


Injustice of his Mock Trial and 
ihe Meanness of his Perse- 
cutors, with Reports of a 
Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
Europe and in 
this Country. 


ALSO GIVING A 


Succinct Account of the 
Thousands of Christian Perse- 
eutions that hav Taken Place in 
the Centuries Gone. 
which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
‘which is added some of 


MR. BENNETT’S 


PENITENTIARY. 


650 pp., 12mo, with steel plate engraving 


of the author, . Price, $1.50. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book ! 


, & 


eal Gun. 


Being a reply to Jonn T. Perry's '* Six- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. * 


Cincinnati * 


and thoroughly demolished all of 


in support of orthodoxy. 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. G 
is his " Ecclesiastica] Court,” in whic 


the case. 


dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves, 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 


world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mc. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
do'es illuetrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities, 
One reader pronounces it, “A thunder-blas 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a zreuse spot of either.” 
In the two works Will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M, BENNETT, 


ASTROLOGY. 


Future Foretold. 


Mme. E. H. Bennett, so well known to the 
readers of Tag TRUTH SEEKER, and the Ameri- 
éan publie generally, may be consulted on any 
affairs of life, domestic and business. Calls or 
jettera from one dollar. and & full written 
horoscope, giving full diagnosis of character, 
report on health, and a complete resume of the 
past, with correct report of all future events, 
from three to ten dolars, Address, in all con- 
fidence, E. H. BENNETT, 73 South Wash- 
ington Square (Fourth St.). N. Y. uti 


Six Lectures on Astronomy, 


By Pror, RICHARD A. PROCTOR. 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city,in the winter: of 1875-6,and were re- 
ported phonogr&ü hically expressly for THE 
Truta BECKER by Miss M. 8. Gonteharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever de- 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be iu 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents, 


The titles of the Lectures are: 
I. Growth of Worlds 
TL, 


ife and Death of Worlds. 
JIL Other Worlds than Ours. 
IV. Other Suns than Ours. 
V. The Great Mysteries of the Universe. 
Yl. Religion and Astronomy. 


D, M, BENNETT, 14) Miehth si, N, Y, 


The Cruelties 


LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 


STERN SAVIORS OR NONE; 


The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


By KEnsEY Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
agette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars.of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isareview of Kersey Graves!" Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hay met and answered 
Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
The most interesting 
raves 
e ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry's witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himseif. 
The witnesses in their eross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
8elva-, put condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
This teature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn '"' State's evi- 


from many of the ablest authorities of the 


t | perienee. 


jaz 
EPITOME 


OF THE 


Positive Philosophy 


AND i 


(RELIGION 5 HUMANITY. 


THIRD EDITION, with OHART and INTRO- 
DUOTION. By T. B, WAKEMAN, Esa, 
Just out. Price, 25 cents, 


THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY .and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Justout. By 

COURTLANDT PALMER, 


Price, 25 cents. 


The Bible of To-day. 


By JOHN W. CHADWICK, minister of 
the Second Unitarian Ohurch, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
his is undoubtedly one of the most valuable 
and truthful works that has ever been written 
on the Bible, and is the first book in the English 
language that gives an accurate account of age, 
origin, and character of the various books com- 
posing the Jewish Seriptures, The work is 
candid, learned, and eminently free from preju- 
diee and bitterness. The author consulted 
largely Kuenen, Robertson, Baur, Ewald, Zel- 
ler, Davidson, J. H. Allen, Matthew Arnold, 
Oolenso, Knappert. Reville, Nicholas, Oort 
Hooykaas, Noyes, Milman, DeWette, Westcott, 
J. J, Tayler, E. H, Sears, Renuan, R. Hanson, Dr. 
J. Muir, Keim, Schenkel, Dean Stanley, Jowett 
R. W. Greg, Emanuel Deutsch, Tregelles, Oo. 
querel, Mackay, Neander, Alger, Prof, Fisher, 
and others, It is such a digest of all the reliable 
authorities on the Bible as caa. no whore else 

e found, 

Every person who wishes to know the whole 
truth about the old Jewish Scriptures should 
aend for this volume. Prieo, $1.50. 

D .M. BENNETT, 141 8th S*., N, Y. 


KNOW THYSELF! 
E 


yho doubt 
purchase 
the new medicai_ work b 
lished by the PEABODY MED- 
TOAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
TM, sntitled The Science of Life; 
ATR a Y or, Belt Preservation. Ex. 
hausted viuuiirv, nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by theerrors of youthor too 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained, 
. Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. Itis a standard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings, Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pra- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price of the book. Bound in French 
cloth ; price only $1, sent by mail post-paid. 

The London Lancet says : * No berson should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefastor.” 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 centa for postage. 


The author refers by permission to JOS. B, 


ISHER, President; W, I. P. INGRAHAM. vice- 
President; W. PAINE, M.D.; O. 8. GAUNTT, 
.D.; H. J. DOUCET, M.v.; R. H. KLINE, M.D.: 
J. B. HOLCOM 5, M.D.: N.R LYNCH, M.D. : and 


the Phila- 


Address Dr. W, H. - 
KER, No.4 Bulfinch etreet, 
Boston, Masse, The author 
may be cunsulted on all dis- 
eases requiring skill and ex- 


HEAL 
THYSELF 
THE 


BIBLE Or BIBLES: 


TWENTY-SEVEN 


‘DIVINE REVELATIONS: 


CONTAINING 
ALSO A DELINEATION OF THE OHARAO- 
TER OF THE 


Principal Personages of the 
CHRISTIAN BIBLE, 


AND AN 
Examination of their Doctrines 


BY KERSEY GRAVES, 


Author of “The World's Sixe 
teen Crucified Saviors,” and 
"Biography of Satan." 


The ground gone over by Mr. Graves 
in the course of this new work is simply as- 
tounding, and the literary labor performed is 
worthy of receiving the approximate re- 
ward of an extensive reading at the hunds of 
the publio, In the sixty-six chapters into 
which the book is divided, almost every ques- 
tion of interest which arises in the mind at the 
mention of the word BisLx is considered in 
that straightfarwatd style which has made the 
volumes of Mr. Graves so extensively sought 
after. 


Cloth, large 19ma,, 440 pp. Pri 2. 
i reas Gm 2p. rice, $2.00, 
D, M, 


BENNETT, 
141 ath Bta Now York. - 
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Gems of Thought. 


To bear is to conquer our fate.— Campbell! 
Never does time travel faster 


Than when his way lies among flowers.—Moyer i 


Grv me the storm and tempest of thought and 
action rather than the dead calm of ignorance 
and faith. Banish me from Eden when you 
will, but first let me eat of the fruit of the tree of 
life.—Ingersoll. 


WHEN all is done, human life is, at the great- 
est and the best, but like a forward child that 
must be played.with and humored a little to 
keep it quiet till it falls asleep. and then the care 
is over.—Sir Wm. Temple. 


Srg, I am a true laborer; I earn that I eat, get 
that I wear, owe no man hate, envyno man hap- 
piness, glad of other men’s good, content with 
my farm, and the greatest of my pride is to 
see my ewes graze and my lambs suck.—Shak- 
8pere, 


Frower in the crannied wall. 

I pluck you out of the crannies— . 

Hold you here, root and all, in my hand. 

Little flower, but if I could understand 

Whai you are, root and all, and all in all, 

I could know what God and man is. 
—Tennyson. 


THE old idea of inflicted punishment and tor- 
ment of soul and body in hell-fire hardly finds 
&n intelligent supporter in the modern pulpit; 
but the solemn and awful truth behind the met- 
&phor—the truth that, in all stages of being. men 
must take the consequences of conduct and pass 
for what they are—is taking ite rightful place in 
all systems of religious thought,— Christian Reg- 
ister. 


WE do notsay that we hav discovered all—that 
our doctrines are allin allof truth. We know 
no end to the development of man. We cannot 
unravel the infinite complications of matter 
and force. The history of one monad is as un- 
known as the universe; one drop of water is as 
wonderful as all the seas; one leaf as all the 
forests; one grain of sand as all the stars.— 
Ingersoll. 


THE uncles of Hugh Miller were highly culti- 
vated men, reading the best books, concerning 
one of whom he remarks: " There are profess- 
ors of natural history who know less of living 
nature than was known by Uncle Sandy, and 
yet one of them was a harness-maker, and the 
other a stone-mason, each laboring industri- 
ously at his calling for daily bread six days in 
the week.—Dr. Francis Wayland. 


I NEVER could discern in him (Shelley) any 
more than two fixed principles. The first was 
a strong irrepressible love of liberty. . The 
second was equally ardent love of toleration of 
all opinions, but more especially of religious 
epinions; of toleration, complete. entire, uni- 
versal, unlimited; and, as a deduction and cor- 
ollary from which latter principle, he felt an 
intense abhorrence of persecution of every 
kind, public or private.—Hogg. 


Turis is precisely the difference between sci- 
ence and prejudice, that the latter keeps stub- 
bornly to its position, whether disproved or 
not, whilst the former is an unarrestable move- 
ment towards the fountain of truth, caring lit- 
tle for cherished authorities or sentiments, but 
continually progressing, feeling no false shame 
at her shortcomings, but, on the contrary, the 
highest pleasure, when freed from an error, at 
having advanced another step toward the at- 
tainment of divine truth, a pleasure not even 
intelligible to the pride of ignorance.—Prince 
Albert. 


I TAKE a handful of dirt in my hands, and into 
that dust I put seeds, and arrows from the eter- 
nal quiver [Eomeric!] of the sun smite it. and. 
the seeds grow and bud and blossom and fill the 
air with perfume in my sight. Do you under- 
Btand that? Do you understand how this dust 
and these seeds and that light and this moisture 
produced that bud and that flower and that per- 
fume? Do you understand that any better than 
you do the production of thought? Do you 
understand that more than you do the thoughts 
of love that you see inthe eyes of the one you 

‘adore? Oan you explain it? Can you tell what 
matter is? You hav not the slightest concep- 
tion.—Ingersoll. 


Tun Christian just as firmly believes in his 
imaginary, ideal God as the old pagan and 
savage nations believed in the deific powers of 
snakes, frogs. crocodiles, leeks, onions. ete. 
An animal god, a vegetable god, or a stone idol 
is just as powerful as a thought god. I can. 
believe in the ruling and creative power of one 
sort just as easily as in the other. I assure 
Christians I am as much in sober, solemn 
earnest in all I say as they can possibly be. I 
want truth and I want others to hav it; I want 
happiness and want others to hav it, and I 
think I am on the road to both, while tiey are 
off in a dark, dismal by-way, illumined now 
and then by à will-o'-the-wisp of faith or a 
dream of some illusive phantom they think di- 
vin?.—. D. Slenker. 


Wao are the great ? 
They who hav boldly ventured to explore 
Unsounded seas and lands unknown before; 
Boared on the wings of science. wide and far, 
Measured the sun and weighed each distant 

star; 
Pierced the dark depths of ocean and of earth, 
And brought uncounted wonders into birth; 
Repelled the pestilence, restrained the storm, 
And given new beauty to the human form; 
Wakened the voice of reason, and unfurled 
The page of truthful knowledge to the world; 
They who hav toiled and studied for mankind, 
Around each slumbering faculty of mind. 
Taught us a thousand blessings to create. 
i These are the nobly great! 
—J. Oritohley Prince, 


‘Lo the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States in Congress Assembled : 


1. The undersigned citizens of the United States respectfully but earnestly remonstrate and petition against any 
further legislation by your, Honorable Bodies, in the form of postal laws or otherwise, which shall have the effect to 


abridge the freedom of the press and of speech, and the inviolability of the mails. 


2. Your petitioners pray that the Postal Laws of the United States may be revised and limited to purely postal 
purposes and brought clearly within the Constitution, and that all attempts to éstablish-a censorship and espionage 


over the mails based upon the sentiments and meaning of the matter mailed may be abandoned, and that all fines and 


dent Madison: 


imprisonments heretofore imposed under such laws may be repaid or relieved. 


3. Your Petitioners respectfully represent that their motive in signing this Petition is not sympathy with nor a 
desire to further the evils against which those laws are ostensibiy directed, and which your Petitioners believe can be 
otherwise obviated, but from the conviction that those laws on the part of the general government are dangerous in 
themselves, that they have been grievously abused, and that as precedents they plainly fall within warning of Presi- 


“ It is proper to take alarm at the first experiment on our liberties. We hold this prudent jealousy to be the first 
‘duty of citizens, and one of the noblest characteristics of the late Revolution. The free men of America did not 


delay until usurped power had strengthened itself by exercise and entangled the question in precedents. 
all the consequences in the principle, and they avoided the consequences by denying the principle. 


lesson too much soon' to forget it.” 


They saw 
We revere this 


Your petitioners therefore earnestly submit that those laws should be repealed or limited to strictly postal 


purposes, and that the criminal or other objects of government sought to be attained by them should be attained by 


the ordinary course of governmental administration. 


And your petitioners will ever pray, etc., etc. 


. Odds and Ends. 


Ox, banded with pansy and curtained with 
white, é 
Yellow with gold from the sunset sky, 
Laced with the shadelets of latticing light, 
Silken and soft as & vanishing sigh— 
Oh, what can you say.of & bonnet, doggonit, 
When writing a sonnet upon it? 


A LITTLE pair of gloves that yet 
Retain the smell of clover, 

And just a tinge of mignonette— 
Iturn them vaguely over. 

And marvel how tlie girl I kissed 

The night she promised to be true 
Could jam & number seven flst 

Into & paltry number two. 


VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
praetice will prove. 

« Cures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 
;Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
:Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


A GENTLEMAN living in the northern part of : youth, sexual excess in maturor years, and 


the county has been so unfortunate as to hav, 
lost five excellent wives. He lately determined! sions (night emissions, by 
to erect a tombstone at the head of each, com- ; of Sight, Defective memory, Ph 


i other causes, producing some 


lowing effects: the fol- 


Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
dreams), Dimness 


ysical Decay, 


memorating her virtues, and has only been! Pimples on Face, Aversion to Society of Fo- 


deterred from so doing by the expense attend- 
ing the carrying out of the design. Yesterday 


: males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
i er, otc., etc.. rendering marriage improper or 
; unhappy. are thoroughly and permanently 


he came to the city, a -bappy thought having | cured by an External Application, which is the 
struck him, and arranged for the tombstone. : Doctor's latest and greatest medical discovery. 


The five wives were buried side by side in the í 
same grave-yard. This was the happy thought: | 


and which he has so far prescribed for this 
banelul complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 


The Christian name of each wife to be on a: them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
small gtone—" Emma," "Jane," “Margaret.”;had been in the Insane asylums, many had 


"Mary," “Elizabeth”—a hand, cut on each! 
stone, pointing to a large stone in the center of f 
the lot, and under each hand. “For epitaph see 


Jarge stone.” - 
THE MUDDY CROSSING. 


Just over there at the window, 
Hidden behind the shade. 

Sits a wicked man with his paper 
Watching a poor little maid. 


Smiling he watches her coming 
Pattering down the street. 
Daintily buttoned gaiters 
Hiding her charming feet. 


She reaches the muddy crossing, 
And pauses there in dismay, 
While that wicked, wicked mortal 
Watches from over the way. 


Laughing to ses the maiden 
Look at the muddy stree', 
Then smiling at her vexation 

. As she glances down at her feet. 


Bravely she gathers her flounces, 
Raises her skirts up high— 

What is it that man at the window 
With glistening eyes doth spy? 


Under the snowy ruffles 
Gleaming out so bright 

A pair of striped stockings 
Are gradually gaining sight. 


Then. as the mud grows deeper, 

The maiden stops in dismay, i 
Unveiling still more of the stockings 
To that creature over the way, 


With her skirts uplifted bravely. 
Higher and yet more high, 

A daintily buckled garter 
Sparkles upon the eye. 


Oh! man over there at the window, 
Don't stare so hard, I pray, 

At that helpless little maiden 
Crossing the muddy way. 


But he dashes down the paper, 
And throws aside the shade, 
Gazing still more intently 
Right at the poor little maid. 


Now she has turned a corner 
And vanished out of sight, 
While that wicked mortal yonder 
Watches another wight. 


The golden summer sunshine 

; Is all very well in its way, 
But mud and striped stockings are nicer 
To that man across the way. 


Falling Sickness- Fits; others upon the verge 
of Consumption; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 

. Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrha@a, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured. All diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhaa, 


| etc., treated with equal success, 
It is self-evident that a physician who, like 


Dr. RH. P. Fellows, pays special attention to a 
certain class of diseases, and treating. thou- 
sands annually. acquires great skill. Physi- 
cians knowing this tact recommend persons to 
his care. Oonsultations personally or by letter 
‘free and invited. Oharges reasonable and cor- 
respondence strictly confidential. 


HIS PRIVATE CIRCULAR 


Sent to any address, giving full information in 
regard to his External Application, and con- 
taining cures sworn to before a magistrate, 
which is positive and convincing testimony to 
the Doctor’s great skill. Inclose two three-cent 
stamps and address as above. 


LOVE AND TRANSITION ; 
AN EPIC AND ARGUMENT. 


190 Pages well bound, 4 *- . $1.00. 


WOMANS WAY OUT: 


-Thirty-five Essays on Dress .  . 10cents, 


PROGRESS vs. FASHION: 


Ful Essay on Dress, 10 cts., post paid, from 
this office. " 


Third Annual Congress 


OF THE 


National Liberal League 


HELD AT 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Beptember 13 and 14, 1879. 


Contains Speeches made and Letters read, 
also list of Liberal Leagues, Officers for 1879-80. 
Work of the Convention, Gonstitution of the 
How to form Auxiliaries, 
Officers. ete. 

Price, 25 cents; five for 


Reports of 


& dollar, : 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth Street. New York city. 


Freethinkers’ Badge Pin. 


The cut shows the design and 
size of the badge, but not its 
beauty. The whole badge is in- 
W&| tended to signify symbolically 
4 | that the " world moves." and that 
V "universal mental liberty" is 
being spread over the world by 
the “ leaves of learning.” Badges 
made of heavy gold plate; price of single badge. 
&ckage registered and postage paid, $1.95. 
lub of one dozen or more, ordered to one ad- 
dress, package registered and postage paid 
$1.10 each. Remit by P,O. order or registered 
letter. For fractional parts of a dollar, postage 
stamps of the denomination of one, three, and 
ten cents taken. Orders filled in the order of 
their application, Badges to be had only from 
the patentee UCY L. CHURCHILL, 
West Richfield. Summit Co., Ohio. 


BALAMANOA, N, Y., Dec. 23, 1878. 
Miss OHUROCHILL: I am much pleased with. 
your "Freethinkers' Badge Pin." Itis a splen- 
did design, and every Freethinker and member 
of the Liberal League should hav one and Wear 
it"to be seen: of men," and women too, and ` 
thus''let their light shine.” Bend me one as 
800n as they are completed, H. L. GREEN. 


. NEwBUBYe RT, Mass., May 19, 1879. 
My Dzar Mapam: Your idea of an external 
and visible sign tor the friends of mental lib- 
erty,to exhibit to ope another on their persons, 
seems to me very good. In union there is 
strength. In union there is aleo conscious 
strength,4. e, courage. A quiet, pretty badge, 
such &8 you propose, can certainly do no harm, 
Ishould like to wear one. But it must be pleas- 
ing; for part of our mission is to promote 
beauty everywhere and in all things. To make 
the world beautiful, and the human life in it 
beautiful, are the vast results of liberty. We 
must do nothing ugly. think nothing ugly, feel 
nothing ugly, wear nothing ugly. 
AMES PARTON. 


LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The Truth Seeker Office 


Thomas Paine. F. E, Abbot, ~ 
Paine's Bust. Frothingham, 
Paine’s Monument, Wendell Phillips. 
Voltaire, Emerson, 
Rousseau, Garrison, a 
umboldt. enry Bergh, 
Goethe, Peter Oooper. 
Schiller, D. R, Burt, 
Aug. Comte. B. P. Andrews, 
Heine. Walt Whitman, 
Alex. Pope. Froude, 
John Milton. Max Muller, 
Goldsmith. Warren Chase. 
Shelley, Jas. Parton, 
Byron. m. Denton, 
Burns, Dr. Slade 
Washington, . J, Davis. 
Franklin. Foster, 
Jefferson. J. M. Peebles, 
John Adams. Frances Wright. 
J.Q. Adams, E. V. Wilson, 
Madison, G. L. Henderson. 
Jackson. . Prof. Fiske. 
Lincoln, Fred Douglas, 
Lincoln’s Monument. N, P. Banks, 
Gerrit Smith P, V, Nasby, 
Henry. Q. Wright. Beecher, 
J.R. Mill, Tilton, 
Sumner, Moulton, 
Edgar A. Poe, . W. Curtis, 
Greeley, Th. Nast, 
Castellar, - J. G. Bennett, 
Tennyson. Chas. A. Dana, 
Darwin Phoebe Carey, 
Tyndall, Alice Oaroz, 
H. Spencer, Elizabeth O. Stantoa 
Huxley, Busan B. Anthony. 
Prootor, Lucy Btone, 
Draper, Julia Ward Howe. 
Bradlaugh, Chas. Cheney, 
Holyoake, Paulina. Davis, 
Ingersoll. Mary F. Davis, 
Underwood, . Emma H, Britten 
Mendum, Lizzie Fowler, 
Beaver, Mrs. Slenker, ` 
L. Colby, |. Busan H. Wixon. 
Dr. Hare. D. M. Bennett. 
Judge J. W. Edwards. W. 8. Bell. 
Lizzie Doten. . 0. Bundy. 
Mrs. J. Conant. 8. B. Jones. 
Dr. Mary E. Walker Asa K, Butts, 
(full figure). :W, F, Jamieson, 


Geo. Francis Train. Kersey Graves. 


and hundreds of others, including generals, 
statesmen, poets, actors, actresses, etc, at 10 
cents each singly, or eleven for one dollar, 

Albums, by mail, to hold 89 photos,, 


.to hold 50, 80. 
D. M. BENNETT; 141 Eighth Bt, New York, 
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Notes and Clippings. 


Never kick a man when he is down. He might 
get up again. 


J 
details of the education of girls is peculiarly 


fitting. 


A. J. KIBE, an ordained minister of the United 
Brethren denomination, was arrested in Kan- 
sas city on the 7th on a telegram from Ottawa, 
Kansas. He was formerly a pastor there, and 


Way is it the devil can’t skate?— Exchange. | is charged with swindling, seduction. and wife 


How in '1 can he? 


CAIN was a wicked man because he killed his 
brother, but never placed & bent pin on his 
` father’s chair.—Worristown Herald.. 


Rev. Mz. BURKE, rector of an Episcopal 
church at Sodus, claims that the parish owes 
him $300, and has seized the church records. 


An item is going the rounds which pretends 
to giv the avoirdupois of Mrs. Hayes ; but no 
one ever hints that her husband has any weight 
atall. ` í 


Ir is rumored in Ohieago that a certain 
deacon, being awakened from a nap in church, 
confusedly put a poker chip into the coutribu- 
tion box. 


THE Oneida Community sold 527,000 steel 
traps last year, and has orders for 75,000 more. 
Fifteen thousand pounds of sewing silk were 
manufactured, 


LADIES now carry daggers in their stockings,’ 
and there are men mean enough to pick a quar- 
rel with a pretty woman just to see her go down 
for her weapon. 


A NEGRO clergyman appeared in a Newark 
court the other day and charged his wife with 
atrocious assault and battery. His wife, calmly 
deflant, remarked, "I don’t go much on these 
*liglous coons, anyhow.” 


A WASRERWOMAN, a regular and attentive lis- 
tener at church, was commended by her pastor. 
'' Yes," she said, " after my hard week's work is 
done, I git 80 rested to come to church and sit 
and think about nothin’,” 


Kına JOEN, of Abyssinia, has converted 100,000 
Moslems to the Christian religion. His argu- 
ment is brief, but effective, consisting of pour- 
ing boiling tallow into the ears of those whose 
opinions differ from his. 


THREE dogs, two boys, and a cat got into a 
jangle .at the foot of Maple avenue yesterday 
morning, and for a few minutes things were 
considerably Buttercupped. When the cat got 
loose it went over a fence with its ideas and tail 
very much enlarged, 


THE Rev. Dr. Hatfield, of Chicago gays he 
would bring up his children in the lowest 
and most immoral neighborhood of that city 
rather than in the most refined society in which 
dancing, card playing, and theater going were 
tolerated, He is an idiot. 


“Tue laboring poor of this counlry sustain a 
burden of over $500,000,000 untaxed church prop- 
ertp. Think of it, ye tax-ridden. poverty- 
stricken sons and daughters of toil. Bleeding 
at every poae to sustain a lazy, idle church 
aristocracy. Think ofitby dap, weep and pon- 
der over the huge injustice by night. Then 
pray and vote for speedy relief. and it will sure- 
ly come.—Le Claire Pilot. 


A RELIGIOUS journal of Como, the Oderie, 
says that the Pope has excommunicated M, Leo 
Taxil, a French writer well known for his ultra- 
radical opinions. The sentence is grounded, 
on the publication of a work in which M. Taxil 
‘vehemently attacks several dogmas affirmed 
. bythe councils and denies the divine mysteries 
which form the basis of the Catholic religion.” 

M. Taxil has sent his book tothe holy Father 
with the following dedication: ‘‘To M. Paocl. 
called Leo. No. 12, with most sincere wishes for 
‘the early and definite downfall of the papacy. 
From Leo Taxil, baptized in spite of himself.” 


In his message to the legislature, Governor 
Cornell, of New York, recommended that 
women should be made eligible for election as 
school trustees. Tha Legislature has passed & 
bill—in the Senate unanimously, and in the 
House with but three dissenters—not only mak- 
ing women eligible for such offices, but voters 
for tnem. The Governor has signed the bill, 
andthus a very important step forward has 
been taken, The great majority of teachers in 
the schools are women, and as mothers women 
hay the same interest as fathers in the educa- 
tion of their children, while their care of the 


E 


desertion. The second charge does not seem to 


‘be so well sustained as the rest, although there 


&re strong rumors of his having dallied with 
some of the lambs of his flock. The other 
charges are understood to be well proved. 
Kirk fied from Ottawa Dscember 23d, and has 
since done laboring work in Kansas City. He 
kept his whereabouts unknown until Saturday, 
when he was discovered by means of a letter 
which he had sent to his wife. He is married to 
a girl of very respectable parentage, but he has 
failed to support her. 


Wen the pious shepherd Cowley wasn't pray- 
ing, Wasn't praying, 
He loved to beat his *‘ lambs” upon the head, 
"Ponthe head; 
When the winter winds Were round his " Fold” 
&-playing, . . Fold a-playing, 
He lodged them with one sheet for every bed, 
. Every bed; 
When with aching fist he could no longer pound 
them, Longer pound them, 
The cat-o’-nine-tails caused a powerful sting, 
Powerful sting, 
Oh, take things generally as it found them. 
As it found them, 
Life at the '' Fold" was not a happy thing. 
— Kingsten Freeman. 


Prootor KNorTT has a happy way of putting 
things when he tries; In & speech the other 
day in Congress he used language that neatly 
describes, the rage for corporate societies, 
which has broughtinto existence that variety 
of virtuous organizations of which Comstock, 
Crosby, Whitney. and Gerry are apostles, He 
said: ‘The rage for corporate privileges has 
become so prevalent that the Young Men’s 
Christian Association can scarcely hold a 
prayer-meeting without an act of Congress or 
a charter from a state legislature, authorizing 
them to sue and be sued, plead and be im- 
pleaded. Turn which way we will. we are con- 
fronted by these ideal entities, these incorpo- 
real, intan gible faculties, these viewless, blood- 
less, soulless beings whom an Omnipotent God 
never created, and for whom there is no pro- 
vision in the plan of salvation.” 


Tux other day a well-edited daily paper spoke |. 


of ‘‘the Society for the Prevention of Crime to 
Children.” It was & pardonable mistake. There 
are so many societies for the prevention of 
this, that, and the other thing, that the effect is 
eonfusing. This is clearly unnecessary. And 
all are endowed with extraordinary powers by 
speclal local legislation. That is clearly bad. 
The other day Mr. Anthony Comstock an- 
nounced that he had the right to entrap any 
suspected person into compromising admis- 


sient sweet that tickled their palate for the. 
nonce. If pagans did but imitate the cunning: 
of the Christians on more magnamimous mo- 
tives, they would soon occupy the same posi- 
tion of influence. 


THE following is a case of unrewarded enter- 
prise: A few Sunday evenings since à newspa- 
per manin this city found himself a spectator 
ina meeting for prayer and conference. How 
it came about it is not worth while to inquire, 
but there he was. He didn’t take very much in- 
terest in the proceedings until a young man, 
who was trying to impress upon the minds of 
his unconverted hearers the importance of 
seeking Ohriet at once, as ''now is the accepted 
time," remarked in the course of an earnest 
exhortation: ‘‘Only to-day a very particular 
friend of mine was taken away—struck down 
in the prime of life and in full vigor—dropped, 
dead in the street.” This attractedtheattention 
of the newspaper man, and straightway he had 
his eye out for business. Here was evidently an 
item of interest, so he waited until the benedic- 
tion Was pronounced, when he approached the 
fervent young exhorter and modestly inquired 
the name of the friend of whom he had spoken. 
The young Ohristian made some evasive an- 
swer, whereupon the newspaper man said: "I 
am a newspaper man. and I thought the facts in 
the case would be of interest to our readers; 
will you giv me his neme and when it hap- 
pened?” The exhorter again made an evasive 
reply, whereupon the newspaper man re- 
marked: “Oh, I see! you only used it as an 
illustration;” and shutting up his note-book 
he went away sorrowful. 


INO AND UNO. 


Ino and Uno are two little boys 
Who always are ready to fight, 
Because each will boast 
That he knows the most 
And the other one cannot be right. 


Ino and Uno went into the woods, 

Quite certain of knowing the way; 
"Iam right! you are wrong!” 
They said, going along, 

And they didn't get out till next day. 


Ino and Uno rose up with the lark, 
angle awhile in the brook, 

But by contrary signs 

They entangled their linef, 
And brought nothing home to cook! 


Ino and Uno went out on the lake, 
And oh! they got dreadfully wet! 
While discussion prevailed 
: They carelessly sailed 
And the boat they were in was upset! 


Though each is entitled opinions to hav, 
They need not be foolishly strong; 
Andto quarrel and fight 
Over what we think right 
Is. you know and I know, quite wrong! 


DueErne the past few weeks a Very unladylike 


sions before arresting him. And yet our laws | epidemic has broken out among the servant 
protect all persons accused of crime from such | girls. Hardly a day passes but that one of them, 
treatment at the hands of the regular officers of | heretofore carrying a Spotless reputation, is 
thelaw. Why is Mr. Anthony Comstock supe- | eaught kissing a preacher. It seems strange 
rior to all rules of legal right and propriety? | that a servant girl cannot know her place, and 
Supposing that Mr. Anthony Comstock is ajattend properly to the household duties in- 
perfectly honest and able man—the best man in: trusted to her care, without neglecting her 
the World forsuch a position—can the common- | work to take liberties with unprotected preach- 
wealth afford to set aside its whole code of! org staying about the house alone. A servant 
criminal procedure in favorof any one man? | who would deliberately take advantage of an 
—Puck. ; innocent pastor should be utterly tabooed by the 

Taz Emperor Julian's conception of Ohris- | employment agencies and compelled to find her 
tianity was that it wasa sheer contrivance, a |level. A minister of the gospel. earnestly en- 
kind of mutual benefit society set up solely in | deavoring to follow out the samifications of the 
the interests of the managers, He found so | plan of salvations, is entitled to be protected in 


much hypocrisy among Christians that he as- 
sumed it of them all. St. John’s attribution of 
divinity to Christ he regards as a clever fraud: 
the whole fabric of sacerdotalism was ingen- 


his own house. which is rightfully his castle. 
The hired help seem to be getting so embold- 
ened by success that no divine is safe if his wife 
happens to walk out for afew moments. It is 


high time that some law were passed in all the 
states clearly defining the duties of servants 
and fixing penalties for overstepping the bounds 
of modesty. ‘A preacher has scarcely any show 
when once in the clutches of a bold, bad servant 
girl, who cares little for her own character and 
ignores the fact that she is sapping the founda- 
tion of religion and attacking the bulwarks 
which hav surrounded the Christian faith for 
ages. The Servant girl should be suppressed, 
even if it takes an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion to bring about the necessary reform. In & 
crisis like this the church needs the strong arm 
of a great government to protect it. 


ious mechanism; the clergy were ambitious 
gchemers ; if deprived of the powertotyrannize 
and dictate and appropriate other men’s goods. 
they at once became centers of faction, profes- 
sional incendiaries, whose work it was te in- 
flame party ggainst party in their own selfish 
interests. The monks were no better; self-re- 
nunciation was a sham. To him, almsgiving 
and charities were but ingenious devices to 
support the ascendency of a ruling caste, He 
compares the Christians to kidnappers who 
tem pt children by mouthfuls of cake, and final- 
ly catch them and filng t.em into confinement, 
to spend a life of misery as the cost of the tran- 


Events of the Week. 


A MAN in Peoria, Iil., murdered his father-in- 
law on the 10th. 


Onx day last week two murders took place in 
one street in this city. 


Da. BRANDRETH, the great pill manufacturer, 
died suddenly on the 19th. 


Two men in Rockland, Ohlo, claim to hav dis- 
covered perpetual motion. 


Mvoxu of the country near Evansville, Ind., is 
flooded by an overflow of the river. 


AN elevator and one hundred thousand bush- 
els of grain were burned at, Atlantic, Iowa, on 
the 20th. 


BERGEN County. N. J., is enjoying a sensation, 
A real live ghost has Been seen prowling around 
there of late. 


Four men were buried by asnow-slide near 
Frankton, Nevada, on the 21st. Only one was 
rescued alive, 


THE alliance of Peru and Bolivia against 
Chili has been broken up, Bolivia having tired 
of the conflict. 


TWENTY persons were recently killed by an 
explosion of cartridges in the arsenal at Val- 
paraiso, Chili. 


A STARVING man in Lancaster county, Pa., 
recently killed his wife and two children, and 
then committed aulcide. 


TWENTY persons were killed or injured by 
the falling of a train through a trestie near 
Belaire, Ohio, a few days ago. 


TEE Rev. Mr. Hayden, pending another trial 
for the murder of Mary Stannard. ig lecturing 
on " Circumstantial Evidence.” 


AN $800,000 flre took place in this city on the 
20th. Two firemen fell into the burning build- 
ing and perished in the flames. 


Forry thousand deaths from diphtherla hav 
occurred since November in the Russian prov- 
inces of Charkoff and Poltava. 


Ar the recent international six-day walking- * 
match in England, Blower Brown, the winner, 
scored 653 miles—the best on record. 


THE new California Jaw concerning the em- 
ployment of Ohinamen by corporations is being 
tested, a test case having been arranged. 


AN engagement has teken place in central 
Asia between Russian and Turcoman troops, 
in which there was heavy loss on both sides, 


THE professor of the minerai department of 
the British Museum has announced the com- 
plete success of recent attempts to make arti- 
ficial diamonds. 


GANT is in the city of Mexico. Strong and 
persistent efforts are being made by his friends 
to hav him nominated for athird term in the 
presidential chair. 


THE Catholic church has given fifty thousand 
dollars to the sufferers in Ireland. It took 
$100,000 out of Ireland last year as Peter's 
Pence for the Pope. 


Tur Rev. Mr. Walker, of Somerset, Mase., who 
had his wife arrested some time ago for deser- 
tion, is now accused of seducing a young lady 
and destroying their offspring. 


Two girls in Onacock, Va., recently fought a 
duel about a young man with whom they were 
both in love. One was armed with a pitchfork, 
the other used a club. Both girls were so badly 
injured that they are not expected to liv. 


Tuer Rev, Mr. Cowley, late manager of the 
Shepherd’s Fold for poor children, has been 
convicted of cruelty to children, and sentenced 
to one year’s imprisonment and to pay a fine of 
$260. There are twenty-four other indictments 
againsthim, Mr. Cowley is a practicer of Key- . . 
hole Crosby’s peculiar moral code. 


AT o'clock on the evening of the 17th a mine 
was exploded under the dining-room of the 
Winter Palace in St. Petersburg, blowing every- 
thing to pieces, killing fourteen soldiers, and 
wounding forty-five. Fortunately for the Czar, 
he was detained later than usual that day, and ` 
80 escaped the terrible fate prepared for him. 
He is nowthoroughly frightened, and proposes 
declaring the empire in a etate of siege, 
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Selections. 


Materialism and Crime. 


BY B. F. UNDERWOOD. 


It is now conceded by. all intelligent critics and 
opponents of his philosophy that Epicurus was per- 
sonally one of the purest men of antiquity, that he 
was a model of temperance and simplicity, that he 
dwelt with his disciples in his famous garden in the 
purest fellowship, and died at an advanced age in the 
midst of his circle of followers and friends, honored 
and beloved for his wisdom and his serene and beau- 
-tiful life. He taught that “virtue is the only per- 
manent element of pleasure,” that “man cannot be 
happy unless he is wise, noble, and just; and con- 
versely, that man cannot be wise, noble, and just 
without being really happy.” It was the moral 
beauty and simplicity .of his philosophy that 
attracted to it the Roman Lucretius, who, amidst 
the confusion and turbulence of civil war, ** sought 
some stay for his inner life, and found it in the phi- 
losophy of Epicurus,” in defense and exposition 
of which he gave to the world one of the grandest 
didactic poems of classical antiquity. 

Yet Epicurus, even while living, was misunder- 
stood, misrepresented, and maligned; and after his 
death fresh calumnies were added to old ones, and 
industriously circulated to blacken his memory and 
destroy his influence. The multitude were made to 
believe that he was a slave of his lusts, who, to 
make his theory consistent with his practice, 
actually advocated gluttony, intemperance, and 
sensuality as the highest virtues. Thus envy, igno- 
rance, and religious bigotry combined to represent 
him as a monster of depravity, and his name became 
proverbialized for every species of indulgence and 
excess. 

Epicureanism having become confounded with 
license and libertinism, there were not a few who 
professed to accept the philosophy, modifying it to 
make it conform to their superficial theories and 
loose morals, but stil retaining the name to give to 
their notions the dignity and importance of a philo- 
oprie system which should justify the lives they 

ived. 

* The Romans," says Lange, in his thorough and 
impartial * History of Materialism,” “had become 
practical Materialists, often in the very worst sense of 
the term, before they had yet learned the theory. The 
theory of Epieurus was, however, in every way 
purer and nobler than the practice of these Romans; 
` and so now two courses were open to them; they 
either allowed themselves to be purified and became 
modest and temperate, or they corrupted the 
theory, and 80 combined the conception of its friends 
and foes that they ended by having a theory of 
Epieureanism which corresponded to their habits? 
(Vol. i, p. 128). 

These facts pertaining to Epicurus, indicating the 
character of the opposition his teachings have had 
to encounter, have been brought to mind on read- 
ing in a recent number of the New York Post an 
editorial article, headed * Materialism and Crime," 
in which the writer, with an utter disregard of trnth, 
makes an assault on a philosophic system of which 
apparently he knows nothing, indulging in the same 
kind of misrepresentation, and employing the same 
means to arouse prejudice and resentment against an 
unpopular system that were used against Epicurus 
and his teachings more than two thousand years ago. 
The writer says, “ We believe it to be susceptible 
of demonstration that the late.extraordinary and 
deplorable increase of crime" **is largely due to 
the growth of Materialism, or what is termed Infi- 
delity.” “The fruit of unbelief among the upper or 
wealthy classes is sensuality. Those classes get to 
worship, instead of their maker, the pleasures of the 
moment. They bow down to rich food and fine 
clothes and enervating amusements. They make 
goddesses of women who possess mere physical 
beauty. Their hearts are set on yachts and race- 
courses and theaters and operas.” “One after an- 
other the commandments are broken as they stand 
in the way of desire, and a shameless ruin is left at 
last in the place of what might have been a perfect 
temple; a shattered and. sated voluptuary in place 
of a nobly-perfected human being. Among the 
poorer and less educated ranks of society, the cant 
and poison of living only for the day is even more 
directly disastrous, The rich can gratify their pas- 
sions without, as a rule, and in the legal sense, com- 
ing in contact with the rights of others. But the 
needy, unrestrained by any fear of future account, 
and thinking only to eat and drink, since to-morrow 
they die, drive straight on to crime. That this is 
no idle assertion can be abundantly proved. A care- 
ful survey of the murders, suicides, and other great 
felonies committed in the chief cities of the United 
States during the last ten years, shows that a heavy 
fraction of the perpetrators were Atheists or Free- 
thinkers. These unhappy persons, persuaded that 
life is the be-all and end-all here, imagine that in 
their calculations they can jump the life tocome. A 
collection of the letters or other papers left by crim- 
inals when antieipating death shows a fearful num- 


ber of instances, Some of which many readers will 
recall, of absolute disbelief in the existence of a God 
lorin any reckoning for wrong done in this life to 
be exacted in a future one." ‘Has experience 
Shown, and especially in those annals of crime we 
have taken occasion to discuss, that there is any bet- 
ter conservator of society than the simple piety of our 
grandfathers ? ? 

Observe here that Materialism as a system of 
thought which is confined to a comparatively small 
number of minds, which has no attraction for the 
masses, and is the philosophy of but a small propor- 
tion of Infidels even, which 1s a subject of no inter- 
est whatever to the worshipers of fashion, to mere 


pleasure-seekers, to political demagogues, or those. 


whose energies are wholly employed in the scramble 
for wealth, is confounded with that so-called “ prac- 
tical Materialism” which is more commonly found 
in every country among the adherents of the popu- 
lar faith than among those who reject that faith and 
attach themselves to a hated reform or adopt an 
unpopylar theory. ‘Persons who worship nothing 
but worldly success, who care for nothing but wealth 
or fashionable display or personal celebrity or sen- 
sual gratification,” says Fiske, “are loosely called 
Materialists. The term can therefore easily be made 
to serve as a poisoned weapon, and there are theo- 
logians who do not scruple to employ it as such 
against the upholders of philosophic opinions which 
they do not like, but are unable to refute. A most 
flagrant instance was recently afforded by a lecturer 
on Positivism, who, after insinuating that pretty 
much the whole body of contemporary scientific phi- 
losophers are Positivists, and that Positivists are but 
very little better than Materialists, proceeded to in- 
form his audience that Materialists are men who 
lead licentious lives” (Cosmic Philosophy, Vol. ii, 
. 433). ; 
i Let ^ne editor of the Post, by an appeal to history 
or by a reference to the facts of the present day, 
show, if he can, that philosophical Materialism leads 
to vice and crime, instead of joining the theologian 
in confounding it with sensualism, and ascribing to 
it evils which are found in the greatest magnitude 
and to the most alarming extent where Material- 
ism is the least known, and where it has exerted 
the least influence. He will find, as Lange says, 
“that the sober earnest which marks the great 
Materialistic system of antiquity is perhaps more 
suited than an enthusiastic idealism, which only too 
easily results in its own bewilderment, to keep the 
soul clear of all that is low and vulgar, and to lend 
it a lasting effort after worthy objects” (History of 
Materialism, p. 47); and that “in the centuries 
when the abominations of a Nero, a Caligula, or 
even of a Heliogabalus, polluted the globe, no phi- 
losophy was more neglected, none was more foreign 
to the spirit of the time, than that of all which de- 
manded the coldest blood, the calmest contempla- 
tion, the most sober and purely prosaic inquiry, the 
philosophy of Democritus and Epicurus” (p. 167). 
If this editor will extend his observation and ac- 
quaintance to the lives and character of Materialists 
of to-day, he will find them thoughtful, earnest men 
and women, possessing generally marked individu- 
ality, indifferent to the fashionable pleasures of so- 
ciety, and devoted to reformatory movements of the 
times. So long as editors of influential journals will 
unite with the clergy in giving the name Material- 
ism to anything and everything that is objection- 
able and odious, so long will be included in its ranks, 
nominally, thousands, including unworthy and im- 
moral persons, who really know nothing about Ma- 
terialism, and whose characters are more the result 
of the religious faith in which they were brought up 
than of a philosophy of which they are totally ig- 
norant. 

If the increase of crime and vice is largely due to 
* Materialism, or what is termed Infidelity,” the 
pious editor of the Post should not be backward in 
making known to the world the evidence on which this 
statement isfounded. The mere fact that among 
the wealthy classes sensuality prevails, and: that 
there is a desire for rich food and fine clothes and 
enervating amusements, for yachts and race-courses, 
and theaters and operas and beautiful women, will 
hardly be accepted as proof that these classes are 
under the influence of Materialism or of Infidelity. 
If the desire for these things were confined to Materi- 
alists and Infidels, and it were certain that they are 
all indications ef depravity and wickedness, they 
might be referred to to sustain the position taken ; 
but when it is undeniable that “the good things of 
this world,” including those of questionable propri- 
ety, are eujoyed by Christians with quite as much 
zest as they are by unbelievers, it is hardly fair to 
mention them as proof that Infidelity is corrupting 
society. 

That those * among the poorer and less educated 
ranks of society, “ who drive straight ou to crime,” 
are Materialists or Infidels, that a “heavy fraction” 
of the murders, suicides, and other great felonies 
committed in the chief cities of the United States 
during the last tem years, have been perpetrated by 
* Atheists or Freethinkers,” that “a collection of 
the letters or other papers left by criminals when an- 


ticipating death shows a fearful number of ine 


stances, some of which many readers will recall, of 
absolute disbelief in the existence of a God or in any 
reckoning for wrong done in this life to be exacted 
in a future oné," are statements so absolutely false 
that they suggest that the maxim nudla fides cum 
hereticis is a part of the moral code of the pious 
editor of the Post. i 

Whoever has read the daily papers the past ten 
years knows that nearly all the murderers that have: 
been executed in this country during that time have 
avowed belief in the Christian religion, and died ex- 
pecting pardon through the great bankrupt salva- 
tion-scheme called the atonement. The letters and 
papers left by them, as well as their dying words, 
show that they lived, not with the Materialistic be- 
lief that cause and effect are invariably linked to- 
gether, and that it is impossible to escape the conse- 
quences of our acts, but under the influence of the 
demoralizing doctrine that the effects of a life of 
immorality and crime can be washed away by the 
blood of a crucified Savior, and that, while a Hum- 
boldt, an Emerson, a Parker, a George Eliot, a Har- 
riet Martineau, are likely to be damned for their un- 
belief, the red-handed murderer, if he “makes his 
peace with God” before dying, is sure to have a 
crown of glory and to be forever with the Lord. 
All the reports and statistics to which I have had 
access show that the great majority of criminals in 
our prisons and penitentiaries are from the ortho- 
dox denominations. The number marked Atheist, 
unbeliever, or Freethinker is exceedingly small. A 
large percentage of the seductions and adulteries 
recorded by the daily press are by Christian clergy- 
men, with the account of whose amours the daily 
papers kave teemed the past few years. "When we - 
hear of a defaulting bank officer, we regard it as 
probable, taught by experience, that he is a Chris- 
tian, a church-member, and probably a Sunday- 
school teacher. The drunkards, prostitutes, and 
thieves who constitute the majority of offenders 
that figure in the police courts of our large cities 
are not Materialists or Infidels, but almost invaria- 
bly believers in the Bible and Christianity, and per- 
sons whose indignation would be excited by a de- 
nial of the authority of the Bible or the efficacy of | 
Christ’s blood to redeem men from sin. 

If observation, experience, and history teach any- 
thing clearly and unmistakahly,it is that the strongest 
and most intense faith in religious dogmas may co- 
exist with the grossest immorality. We see it ex- 
emplified in the lives of men to-day. It has been so 
in the past. “A wager might be laid," says Momm- 
sen in his ** History of Rome” “ that the more lax any 
woman was, the more piously she worshiped Isis.” 
Corinth of antiquity was as full of religion as of 
vice. The Byzantine Empire under Christianity ex- 
isted nearly eleven centuries. Faith abounded and 
Materialism was unknown. Yet of that empire, 
Lecky says, “The universal verdict of history is 
that it constitutes, without a single exception, the 
most thoroughly base and despicable form that civ- 
ilization has yet assumed.” “There has been no 
other enduring civilization so absolutely destitute of 
all the forms and elements of greatness, and none 
to which the epithet mean may be so emphatically 
applied. The Byzantine Empire was pre-eminently 
the age of treachery. Its vices were the vices of 
men who ceased to be brave without learning to be 
virtuous. Without prtriotism, without the fruition 
or desire of liberty, after the first paroxysm of re- 
ligious agitation, without genius or intellectual ac- 
tivity, slaves and willing slaves in both their actions 
and their thoughts, immersed in sensuality and the 
most frivolous pleasures, the people only emerged 
from their listlessness when some theological sub- 
tlety or some rival in the chariot races stimulated 
them into frantic riots. . . . Constantinople sank be- 
neath the Crescent, its inhabitants wrangling about 
theological differences to the very moment of their 
fall” (History Morals, Vol, ii, p. 15). 

The advancement of the world morally, as well as 
intellectually, has corresponded, not with the belief 
in theological dogmas, but with the increase of skep- 
ticism—which is the precursor of reform and the 
shandmaid of progress—with the decay of theology 
and the diffusion of scientific: knowledge. The most 
advanced nations of Christendom are the most “ In- 
fidel" nations, such as England, Germany, France, 
and the United States. Where there is the least 
skepticism and the most unquestioning faith, there 
is the least enlightenment, culture, and true moral- 
ity. “The simple piety of our grandfathers” is still 
much applauded by writers like the editor of the 
Post; but it was chiefly a mixture of ignorance, in- 
tolerance, selfishness, and religious zeal. It encour- 
aged slavery and the slave trade, advertised the sale 
of negroes together with New England rum, cheated 
and defrauded the Indians, imprisoned and banished 
Quakers, whipped women, repressed independent 
thought, and made and enforced laws among the 
most despotic and damnable that ever cursed any 
country or people. It is not denied that the men 
who did these things had sterling qualities, but they 
were not the result of their “simple piety,” nor were 
their distorted ideas of right and duty, or the wrongs 
and cruelties they perpetrated, “due to the growth 
of Materialism, or what is termed Infidelity,” 
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f Mr. Truesdell’s article is the same old apology for the ex: | system that will exhibit the monster in all its hideous ugli- 
istence of the banks, and a special pleading for their superior | ness, 


In periods of rapid transition from one political 
system or religious belief to another, there is liable 
to be, temporarily, more or less disturbance of the 
general order of society, due not necessarily to the 
influence of the newly adopted principles, but more 
likely to the inability of the mind to adjust itself, at 
once, to changes involving the abolition of forms or 
the surrender of doctrines which had been long as- 
sociated in the popular mind with conceptions of 
right and propriety. The cession of a portion of 
France to the Protestants was followed by irregular- 
ities and excesses, to which Catholics of that day 
referred as evidence of the mischievous tendency of 
the teachings of the Reformers, with quite as much 
justice as some Protestant writers of to-day attempt 
to explain the increase of crime by ascribing it to 
the influence of freedom of thought in religious 

` matters. ] 

Some of the real causes which have led to an in- 
crease of crime the past. few years are not difficult 
tosee; but the pious editor of the Post, in his eager- 
ness to make a point against * Materialism, or what 
is termed Infidelity," passes them all by, and finds the 
chief reasons to be religious disbelief in general and 
Atheism in particular! To his attention the follow- 
ing extract from Max Müller is respeetfully com- 
mended : “As to Atheistic religions, they might seem 

.to be perfectly impossible; and yet the fact cannot 
be disputed away that the religion of Buddha was 
from the beginning purely Atheistic. The idea of 
the Godhead, after it had heen degraded by endless 
mythological absurdities which struck and repelled 
the heart of Buddha, was, for a time at least, entire- 
ly expelled from the sanctuary of the human mind; 
and the highest morality that was ever taught before 
the rise of Christianity was taught by men with 
whom the gods had become mere phantoms, and who 
had no altars, not even an altar to the unknown 
God” (Science of Religion, p. 52). 


financial. 


Discussion of the National Financial System. 


BETWEEN DR. H. H. MORRISON AND JOHN W. TRUESDELL, 
MORBISON'S FOURTH LETTER, 

Mr, Truesdell’s last article reminds me very much of the 
advice given by an attorney to his student when about to 
start out to practice law. Said the attorney, Young man, 
when you hav a good case stick close to the law and the 
evidence; but if you hav a bad case, then abuse the other 
man’s witnesses; if it is a very bad case, then abuze the other 
attorney. 

Mr, Truesdell—as an apologist for and defender of the 
national banking system—has a very bad case, and he 
knows it; hence his terrible effort to abuse me by trying to 
misrepresent my figures and meaning; indirectly accusing 
me of insincerity; that my “ tirade” against the national 
banks “is not true,” etc., all of which has failed to deceive 
the average thinker among the greenback advocates, if Iam 
allowed to judge from the tone of the many communications 
received by me from all parts of our country. 

Mr. Truesdell's article is a very nice plaster, intended to 
cover the lion's den, and will help to keep some in ** the 
gall of bitterness and in the bonds of iniquity,” and should 
it fail to deceive the greenback readers of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER it will at least tickle the lions. Mr. Truesdell dia 
not dare to dispute the truth of my figures only as to the 
interest, I said that the interest received by the national 
banks from March 1st to September 1st, 1873, was a fraction 
over twenty-four per cent twice a year. He says it was 
"only 5.46 on their capital and surplus." Now I am 
going to.make this dispute so plain to the comprehension of 
every reader of Tas TRUTH SEEKER that I will stand 
vindicated and justified in the writing of every word con- 
tained in my former article in relation to the national banks 
and interest on money. 


Nominal capital Sept. 1, 1873, $488 160,951. 


Circulation at same date............. 353,968,249, 
Real capital.......... cee cece eee eee $134,132, 702. 
Surplus accumulations....++++++.... 118,113,848. 


. Net earnings for six months, from 

v March 1 to Sept. 1, 1878 33,122,000. 

Now I reiterate that the above net earnings is a fraction 
over fifty per cent per annum on the real capital, or twenty- 
six per cent a year upon the real capital and surplus earn- 
ings added together ($252,246,540). But Mr. Truesdell 
objects to this showing. He insists that the interest should 
be calculated upon the whole amount of capital and surplus 
earnings, He took good care not to say a word about the 
six per cent gold semi-annual interest paid by the govern- 
ment on $400,000,000 of their capital. 

Suppose Mr, Truesdell should purchase a farm from a 
rich uncle for a hundred thousand dollars, and afterward 
the uncle would giv back to Mr. Truesdell ninety thousand 
dollars with which to bank on, or to use in such way as he 
saw fit, Now whatis Truesdell’s capital in the aforesaid 
farm, a hundred thousand dollars or ten thousand dollars ? 
And suppose Mr. Truesdell, through losses, discounts, and 
the various devlces connected with banking, earn fifty 
thousand dollars in one year, Would you say that that sum 
was a gain on one hundred thousand dollars, or on ninety 
thousand, or on ten thousand—your real capital? In this 
case Mr, Truesdell would be sure to report how much he 
had mede on his farm also, but the national bankers keep 
shady on the gold in trust received by them on their bonds, 
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excellence above all or any other kinds of banks. If 
one were to read his articles— which are the same argu- 
ments used by the agents of the national banks—and knew 
nothing of the other side of the question, he would conclude 
that the national banking institution was a national benevo- 
olent society, organized for the benefit of humanity ; while 
nothing could be furtaer from the truth. One unanswer- 
able fact stands out in bold relief. In the Comptroller's 
report for 1878, page 49, we find the surplus earnings of the 
national banks on September Ist, 1876, to be $134,467,595. 
What does that mean? Simply this : that after the divi- 
dends were declared, all expenses paid off, there were net 
earnings divided among the stockholders amounting, for 
the year 1876, to the little sum of $48,638,162 ; and the sur- 
plus.of one hundred and thirty-four millions accumulated 
since their organization was just that much accumulated by 
sharp tricks of the trade over and above the legal rate of 
interest that they were allowed to charge. 

I hav no time to pay any attention to the complimentary 
names passed upon me in your last. Such language is not 
argument, does not convince the intellect. Bravery is a 
good thing, but cheek, when championing a wrong, is of- 
fensive; and you, Mr. Truesdell, hav been arrogantly 
guilty when you say that “the national bank system is not 
a monopoly in any sense of the word." Every reader of 
this paper knows better. They know that it is not only a 
monopoly but that it is a legalized monopoly. 

In regard to & new unit of value, I will say this : Wait 
until we hav as carefully as we can investigated the present 
financial system, and decide whether it is based upon natu- 
ral laws or not, whether it, in its workings, produces good 
or evil to humanity. This question settled, we will then be 
able to determine whether it be necessary or not to investi- 
gate a new unit of value. 

Iam glad yuu seem inclined to discuss the subject of in- 
terest on money. "You hav promised to do so in your next; 
and as you took up so much space to answer my condemna- 
tion of the national bank system, you wil hav to devote 
another article to the auswer of my third letter. I hope 
that you will get down to earnest work, for I do consider the 
interest question one of paramount importance, yes, of 
vital importance. 

You ask if we desire to destroy the present system and 
go back to the old banking system. Isay, Yes, we do de- 
sire Very much to destroy the present system, but emphat. 
ically, no, we do not desire to be cursed with the old sys- 
tem. The old system has been tested by human reason and 
experience, and it was found to be lacking in every essen. 
tial particular needed to constitute a true medium of 
exchange. And what, pray tell me, makes the national 
bank bills any better than an old state bank bill except it be 
that the nation stands back of them, pledged to redeem 
them‘? Hard money,advocates declare that Congress has not 
the constitutional power to issue a paper medium of ex- 
change. If that be true, please tell me if it (Congress) pos- 
sesses the constitutional power to delegate that right to 
individuals or corporations ? Answer, yes or no ? 

Again, are banks instituted for the benefit, of the people, 
or for those who organiz? and furnish the capital to run 
them? The solution of this question is answered in the 
statement of it and demonstrated in the experience of every 
business man in the land. Men seek to take control of the 
currency of the country in order that they may regulate the 
interest thereon, and by and through high rates of interest, 
together with the control of the alternate inflation and con- 
traction of the currency, they inflate and contract the prices 
of labor and all the products of labor. In this way thou- 
sands of our most energetic business men are yearly bank- 
rupted, real and personal property alike gathered up by the 
usurers and made to contribute to the power of a dazzling 
aristocracy, a8 well as all the corrupting influences growing 
out of pampered idleness. 

-Mr. Truesdell took up considerable space in telling how 
much tax the national banks hav paid since their organiza- 
tion, but he took care to not tell how much they had filched 
from the people through the channels of usury. 

It is a well-established fact that individuals or corpora- 
tions, when authorized to issue a paper medium of exchange 
like all other kinds of business, they wil manage the 
business in such a way as to make all they possibly can out 
of it, regardless of the best interests of the people The 
average increase of the wealth of the country for the last 
eighty years, over and above its consumption, has been 
about three per cent. This being true, and the people pay- 
ing from seven to fifteen per cent per annum, it is an easy 
matter to tell who will own the wealth of this country in 
fifty years more. The money-traders will own the land— 
city and town property of value—while those who, by 
labor, produce the wealth will be in the condition that the 
poor Irish are in to-day in Ireland. I do not consider this 
an extravagant picture of the future condition of our 
country, provided we plod along under our present financial 
system. You say I showed but one side of the ledger, that 
my figures were garbled, etc. I now boldly charge you, as 
an apologist for one of the most wicked institutions that 
now curse our fair land, that you in your statement 
told but half the truth. I, as a private citizen, hav not, 
nor could not hav, any interest in fighting any public insti- 
tution, unless I knew it to be injurious to the best interests 
of our country. 

. Aud now, Mr. Truesdell, as you were kind enough to send 
marked numbers of Tug Truta SEEKER Containing your 
last article to the two national banks of my town, I will 
ask you to be kind enough to Mr. Benne't to buy and senda 


large number of the numbers containing my articles and 


send to the banks, The officers here know that I am an 
enemy to their system, but not to them personally; In my 


next I will promise you a ahot at the national hanbing 


“When poor men’s tables waste away 
To barrenness and drought, 
There must be something in the way 
i That's worth the finding out. 
With surfeits one great table bends, 
While numbers move along. 
"While scarce a crust their board extends— 
There must be something wrong.” 


Charkston, Il., Feb. 15, 1880. H. H. MORRISON, 


^ {From the Boston Investigator.] 


Obituary. 


: Drgp.—In South Boston, Jan. 25. 1830, Mer, Mary K, 
Fuller, aged 52 years, 6 months, and 29 days, 


Mrs. Fuller was one of the brave and, noble women that 
adorn life aud scatter blessings in every sphere they aro 
called upon to fill. Possessing rare good sense, great energy 
of character, decided convictions, and firmness of purpose, 
she won many true friends, and in her home was the bright 
star of Jove and p2ace that made the fireside, to her appre- 
ciative and affectionate family, the most charming spot on 
earth. ` : 

Bhe was earnest and broad in her sympathies, realizing 
that the only salvation of the race must be in its advance- 
ment and entire freedom from all ecclesiastical domination. 
She was a freqnent attendant at Paine Hall meetings, and a 
constant reader and admirer of the Investigator; and all 
through her illness, though suffering greatly, with the cer- 
tainty of death before her, she was unwavering in her firm 
attachment to the Liberal principles, which were the guide 
of her life, makiag every arrangement for her final depart- 
ure with quiet deliberation and unswerving firmness. 

Her virtues are inshrined in the memory of her beloved 
and devoted family, whose consolation is in the thought 
that they had the privilege of such counsel and guidance, 
and the sweet comfort of her presence, for so many years, 
A large circle of fciends lament with them her loss. But 
her example is still with them, while she has entered upon 
that sweet rest which in her last hours of pain and weak- 
ness she so ardently desired. Her remains were taken to 
South Wareham for interment, where, in accordance with 
her request, the writer conducted the funeral service, 


BEST. 


Weary of earth, its trlala and crosses, 

Ita clouds and its storms, its griefs and its losses; 
Tired out with disease, with weakness oppressed, 
Tlong for the blessing of infinite rest. 


I'm weary, 80 weary, With burdens of life, 

So faint from its battles, {ts toils, and its strife, 
That of all the things that the world counteth bast, 
None 8eemeth so precious as beautiful rest. 


The earth with her jowels, her izraudeur, and gold, 
Her most royal gifts are vapid andcold, 

Compared to her moss-wovon, flower-decked breast, 
That holdeth the heavenly treasure of rest. 


Aud why should I linger In deenest distress, 
When sweetest slesp beckons, with gentle caress, 
To silence that naught can disturb or molest, 
Where soft, sighing z2phyrs woo me to reat ? 


Sweet friends, let me go from your clinging embrace, 
For my mission is ended—finished my race. 

And gently as twilight fades in the west. 

Bo soft let me sink to my longed for rest. 


Afraid of the grave? No, its quietness deep 

Ever invites me to undisturbed sleep; 

The world hasits gloom, its wrongs unredressed, 
But the grave giveth only rapturous rest. 


Its portals, with vine and sweet-soented flower, 
Charm and allure as a love-adorned bower. 
Safe in ite shelter, thus evermore blest, 

Bathed and infolded in eloquent rest. 


The birds and the blossoms, and stars overhead, 
Like angels shall watch o’er the unconscious dead; 
While sunlight and moonlight, from east to the west. 
Shall float songs of praise for exquisite rest. 


You will weep as you look at my vacant place, 
As you fondly remember the absent face; 

But think. O my dear ones, no pain can infest 
My haven of peace, my domain of rest. 


In your deep grief remember humanity's needs, 
And the heart-ache forget in kind, loving deeds, 
Which, at Inst. like incense, never repressed, 
Shall inwrap you in blissful, beautiful rest, 


Farewell, then. a tender, à loving farewell. 

My love and my blessing with you shall dwall. 

The way is not long, though with cares thickly pressed, 
And soon you will join me in eternal rest. 


Yours, Susan H, WixoN. 
Fall River, Mass , Feb. 5, 1880, 
m 


R. C. Flower. 


To TEHE EDITOR OF THE [I RuTR BERKER, Sir: You may 
announce that I hav moved to this city. My address at 
present is 713 Sansom street, Philadelphia. Iam glad to 
announce that Mind «nd Matter takes up the Liberal League 
cause in strong defense this week, and from this on will 
champion the cause of the League. The League cause will 
find in J. M. Roberts (editor of Mind and Matter) a cham- 
pion in the cause of liberty, and worthy of the name. Mr. 
Roberts is a clean cutter, an able advocate, and a warrior 
who knows no fear, 

Iam speaking here to large audiences, May blessings 
attend you in your able efforts to keep the cause of Liberal- 
ism afloat. You shall hear from me often. 

Yours in the front of the fight, R., C. FLowERB, 

Philadelphia, Pa., Feb. 16, 1880, i 


Ge Truth Seeker, Februarp 28, 1880. 


Communications. 


A Private Letter Publiely Addressed. 


| “knotted adders,” in phrase of the ever admirable Joe 


Cook. Under its maidep name, if it is a maiden, it did not 
smellso sweet. 'There wasn't enough of it ever to hold an 
annual convention; so what is left of it sent around a circu- 
Jar, and wrote letters to itself, and got replies from its 


DEAR ABBOT: ‘‘ Things is workin’” here. The '' Freelove Judges and its Honorables and ita clergymen; all uniting, 


Ring” is active. They meet daily ; yes, worse than that, 


‘especially its clergymen, in one sweet chorus that the 


their daughters and their maid-servants out of doors when 
they get into trouble. ** When lovely woman stoops to 
folly." none but "Christians condemn her ''to die," None 
but Christians abort their victims, and box and barrel and 
trunk up the. remains of the savage convulsions that their 
murderers call love. 


Dear Abbot, the petition for repeal will go on, the Na- 


they meet nightly, and amid orgies such as the good and 
pure can never know, or at least only once in a while know, 
or for very worthy purposes know, for reasons that-will jus- 
tify their indulgence, know—let us see, what was 1 saying ? 
Oh yes, they meet nightly—I mean the pure and good meet 
nightly, and amid orgies—well this ?s mixed. 

Let us start again and get things right. I would not for 
ihe world get the pure and good jümbied with Freelovers. 
They might not like it—I mean the Freelovers. It would 
disturb the meeting nightly amid or—. On sober second 
thought I am not altogether sure it ?s orgies. There is a 
more pure and good word. They meet nightly amid beastly 
rioting where they drink and smoke and—do you smoke, 


i National Liberal League was quite too awfully obscene for 
the dear little dwarf that hadn't ‘‘growed” since it was 
born, to hav a name anywhere near like its dear mamma. 
So it did what Scotty Briggs, in his funeral oration, said his 
poor dead fireman never, never would do—it ''shook its 
mother "—and then it changed its own name. ‘‘ America” 
‘was no doubt too big a name for,such a little League. Of 
course it couldn’t grow with such a load on its head. 
Besides its president has made himself so infamous during 
his administration of Leagues, and editorships, and every 
office he undertakes, that he blights everything that 
comes under his control! Nothing can flourish under 
the mildew of his influence. Failure is written in 
dear Abbott ? ordo you drink ? If you ever come on this advance on the forefront of any enterprise he under- 
, New York way and join our revels, “we will teach you to takes. Hence the need of an alias for this new concern, 
drink deep ere you leave Elsinore.” Anyhow, they meet *'sicklied o'er with the pale cast.” of Ais Freethought, 80 that 
amid *' revelry by night, and Belgium’s capital had gathered : its chief officer might go on to new realms to conquer from 
then her beauty and her chivalry, and all went" a *' blarsted"' | good into evil, to new works of malice, of jealousy, of sor 
sight more merry than ‘‘a marriage bell." did selfishness, of libel, of false pretense, of repudiation of 
But don't interrupt me with your familiar quotations. As principles that he himself formulated—in short, to be the 

I was saying, they meet, like Nicodemus, by night, and the | new and rehabilitated Paul Pry, President of the **American 
‘obscene National Liberal League" is growing, developing, | Liberal Union,” worshiped and adored by Judge Hurlbut 
progressing day by day. Liberalism is organizing for a} and George W. Julian, and by three Reverends, M. J. Sav- 
final winding up of the Cosmos in lurid pyrotechnics. The!age, W. H. Spencer, and Robert Collyer of New York. 


tional Liberal League, under its “corrupt set of men,” 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Directors, will still liv, 
and the Comstock laws will be repealed. The Freelove 
Ring will meet nightly amid—but there is no use of assuring 
you of that. Yours Just the Same as Ever, 

T. C. LELAND. 


RECEN CN EP EEE 
Nothing but Atoms. 


The material universe—and I know of no other—is coni- 
posed of ultimate atoms, in which are latent a)l the phe- 
nomena that hav ever been or ever will be observed ; and 
any philosophy or science which claims that anythirg can 
originate is not founded on facts. 

When these atoms aggregate into worlds there is nothing 
added ; hence, when we see centrifugal, centripetal, and . 
rotary forces in the worlds, we know these are in the atom ; 
and if there are any other forces which do not proceed 
from these, they also belong to the atoms, and it is by 
virtue of this constitution of the atoms that they do aggre-. 
gate into worlds, Of course all these forces act without 
cessation, whe:her in nebula, world, rock, or the human 
body. Now, in the formation of worlds, there simply is a 


bottom may fall out any day, and tke roof cave in, and you, 
dear Abbot, will do well to keep your weather eye ou the 
danger signal. Put forthe ramparts at the earliest omens, 
and hang on by the last tattered shred of '* Christian moral- 
ity” that may providentialy remain futtering upon the 
outer edges--hang on all alone, by yourself, in a minority of 
one. You will feel lonesomer than a ''musquash when 
they went and dreened his swamp,” but then it will be a 

. good lonesome—‘or the rest of us. That is what makes 
you say, in your foreboding, ‘‘It is a matter of course 
that the repealers will not relish this issue of the Indeg. 
But in the apt worda of another, * When we want to drain 
a marsh we do not take the votes of the frogs.’” Too true, 
O Francis! The repealers didn’t take your vote, the biggest 
bull among the frogs at Syracuse. They just ''drawed" 
off the water, regardless that forever after you would 
eroak and be dry. What on earth makes you think the 
repealers won't relish this issue of the Index? I am sure 
all the repealers thisaway are fond of frogs. They are 
good on toast; and, in their orgies by night, they scream, 
* Let the toast be—dear woman |” 

How truly you say, ‘‘ The way to get rid of bad leaders is 
‘not to submit to their lead." But you don't throw that out 
as a piece of news to repealers who bounced you so hand- 
somely at Syracuse ? Bearing that in mind, we understand 
you to a dot when you say, “There is not a more corrupt 
set of men anywhere than the ring which now control the 
National Liberal League, and this corruption betrays itself 
in their continued, united, and defiant support of proved 
scoundrels.” On the contrary, this corruption betrays itself 
in their continued, united, and defiant knockiug out of the 
support of a proved scoundrel and sending him adrift to be 
picked up after many days by those obscene clergymen of 
the "American Liberal Union.” Much good may he do 
them. 

" But von grey-haired oldt veller smiled crimly und bet 
Dat Breitman vouldt pe & pad egg for dem. yet. 
He has more on his pipe as dem vellers allows; 
He has cards yet in hand und das spiel ist nicht aus, 
Dey!ll find dat dey took in der teufel to board, 
De day dey pooled Breitman well ofer de ford.” 

The Free Love Ring meets nightly amid orgies—Oh ! I 
told you that. 


Now let us chop a little logic. Your chop this week is 


‘(THE LOGIC OF ‘REPEAL,’ AB ILLUSTRATED BY THE NATIONAL 
LIBERAL LEAGUE. 


* Resolved, That we are in favor of destroying the dams. 

** Resolved, That we are totally opposed to the rush of the 
waters after the dams are destroyed. 

** Resolved, That whoever says we are in favor of flooding 
the country is either a fool, a knave, or a Christian—which 
is the same thing.” 

Very good ; but now it is our turn. The logic of unrepeal 
runs this way : 

Resolved, That all virtue and purity must be dammed. 

Resolved, That any virtue and purity that cannot be ex- 


torted by law, or secured by gagging the press and impris- 
oning editors, is not worth a dam. 

Resolved, That any repealer who says we are not in favor 
of infant Jamnation don’t know the facts in the case ; for 
havn't we over and over again advocated and insisted tliat 
if one of these brats proposes to come, without a priest 
either made him or gave his consent, that infant should be 
dammed to ages—untorn, 


Dear Abbot. What do you think of the damming busi- 
ness anyhow ? Wouldn't you do well to try a system of 
jetties, just fora change. Take a little advice of captain 
Eads. Don't think, because you are toady enough to liv 
both on Liberal land and in Christian water, that you know 
all that is to be known about fluvial engineering. It is not 
good policy to dam unless you are going to set a mill on it. 
Don’t deal damnstion round the Zand. Confine yourself to 
‘water—or at all events to mud, which is your style of puddle 
and more native to you. 

But speaking of infants, here comes the little waif that 
wasn't dammed at all, but was unexpectedly and prema- 
turely born in a thunder-storm at Syracuse. The hairs of 
its head were all numbered, and they numbered eight till 
two or three got pulled out ; but the poor thing, by taking 
thought, hasn't added a cubit to its stature since. It has, 


These Reverends of course, as is their nature to, write ob. 
scene letters in advocacy of changing their League name as 
far as possible from the ** obscene" National Liberal League, 


just as the Reverends at Syracuse, where and when this little 


cherub first breathed breath, notoriously the Rev. Gordon 
among them, were the only “ Liberals” who uttered an 
obscene word. Flush a covey of clergymen anywhere and 
you start upa brood of obscenists. Here is Collyer’s letter, 
and the others are like unto it: 

New Yonk, Jan. 7, 1880. 


Dear Mr. ABBOT: I think the change proposed in the 


name of our Society is needed. The question, ‘‘ What's in 
a name ?" as it touches the title about which we first organ- 
jzed, is only capable to my mind of one answer, as things 
hav drifted; and that is & very evil odor— what the Bible 
calls “a stink.” I don't think I am over-delicate of the 
nostril ; but some months ago I had to request that my name 
should be withdrawn as a vice-president of the origiual 
Organization. Still I shall be glad to seyve in a Union 
which will look to whatsoever things are true, honest, just, 
pure, and lovely, even though they be not as. yet of good 
report. Sincerely yours, ROBERT COLLYER, 
Minister to the Church of the Messiah. 


I would like to spread the very Rov. Spencer’s letter 


before you also; but it is-enough to say that he expressly 
apologizes in these words ; *' Excuse us if we seem to draw 
our illustrations from Five Points." 


But now that the six oreight-leagued “ Union” hav a new 
name giVen under heaven by which they can be saved from 
Liberal obscenity, which they don't like, and hav fled to 
Bible obscenity as expounded by Collyer, which they do like, 
it is fondly hoped that it wil go on and outstrip the old 
League in numbers, in purity, in charity, and in all Liberal 
good works. Let us wait a year or two and see if the leopard 
who presides over it really can change his spots. 

But, dear Abbot, Iam sorry our new petition for repeal 
is so distressing to you, as the following evinces: 

“The Freelove ring, which at once rules and ruins the 
National Liberal League, has just begun in New York to 
push a new petition for the repeal of the postal laws of 


1873. This persistent attempt to get rid of the only effect- 
ive statutes against the sale and circulation of matter de- 


clared to be criminal by the common law was first instigated | 


and is now again secretly urged forward by parties who 
found their infamous profits cut down and their infamous 
business crippled. Pettifogging aad unscrupulous lawyers 
were found to make out a piausible case for these parties, 
and to hoodwink the Liberal public by their cunning soph- 
istries, But the merits of the case hav been already so fully 
and widely discussed that no. excuse remains for further 
delusion. As an influential New York paper not long since 
put it: ; 


‘The recent discovery of the body of a murdered girl inatrunk 
at Lynn brought to light the terribly significant fact that over 
six hundred Women, some married. some single. are recently 
missing from their homes. within a not very large geographical 
province, of which Boston may be regarded.as & center. Most 
of them were believed by their friends to hav. given themseives 
upto a life ofshame. This is the terrible fruitage of such seed 
as Bennett and Heywood are sowing. It is a monstrous doc- 
trine that denies to society the right to protect itself against 
such a crop as this. And those who deny the right hav only 
their own folly to blame, if an indiscriminating public regards 
them as accessories, after the fact, of acrime which they really 
abhor, but which they allow themselves by their theories of tree 
speech so effectively to defend.’” 


Did some humane person inadvertently ask you to sign 
the new repeal petition? If he did, and you blurted out 
your refusal in the foregoing terms, we hav to say that this 
trunk full of soiled dove found at Lynn is your baggage, not 
ours. It has your check: upon it, and it is of no use to any- 
body but the owner. In the very terms you quote. it started 
on its travels from about Boston. It is covered with the 
same old hide with the hair on it, and the name ‘‘ Christian 
Morality " is stamped in indelible letters all over it, Every 
express company that ever carried it hav pasted their card 
“Christian Morality," on every side, end, top, and bottom of 
it. Even the Custom Houses through which it has been 
attempted to be smuggled hav indorsed it ‘‘ Christian con- 
traband morality." Christian lies, Christian promises, 
"Christian inhumanity to woman are the parents of these 
truncated remains. Beecher, Glendenning, Hayden, Trum- 
blower, and their peers and colleagues, are own brothers to 
it, while there isn't so much asa *' strawberry mark” on its 
arm showing even the most distant relation to Heywood, 
Bennett, or anything they ever wrote or taught. 


action. 


None but 
however, just added a name. It is one of the adders— ! Christians or ex-Christians or apologists for Christians turn 


condensation from a nebulous condition, continued until 
acrust is formed. This crust we call an igneous rock. 
This rock, of course, manifests certain properties. Now, 
let us suppose a case for illustration, which in fact, how- 
ever, is not supposable, viz., that these forces in the atoms 
should cease to act. In that case any combination of these 
atoms would always be the same, would always be fire. 
rock, and of course would always hav the same properties. 

Their latent attributes would never be evolved. We would 
never know anything about hydrogen, oxygen, iron, gold, 
or indeed any of the so-called elementary substances. 
These would forever remain latent in the atems. But now 
these forces do not stop, but are forever active, and are the 
cause of evolution, of unfolding these latent attributes of 
the atoms. 

The so-called elementary substances are evolved, are 
unfolded, by the action of these ceaseless forces in the 
atoms. They all hav properties different one from the 
other. Their union or combination with each other sgain 
shows different properties, and so on ad infinitum. Now 
it is self-evident that in thls process of evolution, of unfold- 
ment of the atoms, there is nothing added to that which 
was latent in them while in the -fire-rock, for such a claim 
would involve the creation of something which did not 
exist before. We know that the fire-rock exists now, and 
from it we hav every degree of unfoldment of the atoms, up 
to those in the human organism, and indeed those also 
which pass on and form that finer world which will be the 
abode of not only our own but of every individual organism, 
both vegetable and animal, that has ever existed or will exist 
on thia earth. ` 

The several forces are unfolded as well because they 
belong to the atoms, and are the cause of their ceaseless 
Electricity is the elementary force, from which are 
evolved magnetism, light, heat, vegetable and animal life, 
sensation, and intelligenee. Now, it must be evident that 
all these forces are only unfolded from the atoms. "They do 
not begin to exist, for that again would involve the crea- 
tion of something which did not exist before. From this 
it will appear again that we hav every degree of unfold- 
ment of these forces, from the motion of the atoms in the 
fire-rock up to thé highest intelligence hitherto attained. 

Now, it is evident that there are really no non-vital forces, 
and hence the crystal is aggregated by the same force and 
in the same manner as vegetable and animal organisms are, ` 
which is in this wise: Two atoms of peculiar properties, 
such as the individual crystal presenta, and of opposite po- 
larities, unite or blend, and become an individual working 
power, and aggregate to them other atoms which havan . 
affinity for these ; and this process continues until the cen- 
trifugal and centripetal forces are balanced, when of course 
no further increase can take place, for the atoms are thrown 
off as fast as they are attracted. 

Precisely the same phenomenon takes place in genera- 
tion. The ovum has within it an atom with a polarily 
different from that in the sperm, and they unite or blend in 
consequence, and join, as in the crystal, an individual 
working power. These now attract other atoms which hay 
an affinity for them, and this process of aggregation goes on 
until a balance is reached between the centrifugal and the 
centripetal forces, when a full development of the individ- 
ual is attained, for now the waste and supply are equal ; 
and this state of balance will last a certain length of time, 
when the centrifugal force will become greater than the 
centripetal, and a decline of the manifestations of life and 
intelligence becomes apparent only, for it cannot be possible 
that these most highly developed forces, as manifested in 
intelligence, do really decline. Such an idea, to my mind; 
does not really seem rational. But I can see how the less 
unfolded atoms of the organism can be displaced by those 
more unfolded ones, and in consequence the centripetal at- 
traction will gradually loose its hold on the first, and they 


| will Snally be thrown off, when the organism is perfected 


with the more unfolded atoms. : 

This view of death, so called, does not disintegrate the 
organism ; it is only throwing off the gross matter which is 
no longer attracted to it with sufficent force to hold it 
against the attraction of the earth, and could not exist in 
that finer world which is forming out of these unfolded 
atoms, of which tos are daily passing from the earth be- 
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cause the atrraction of gravitation no longer controla them, 

This fact really admits of a demonstration, This give us a 

finer world, adapted to our finer organism, and makes death 

80 called, only a transition to that world. i 
Cordova, Il. 


many devout members of the church hav practiced honest 
Belf-denial in order to promote its erection; but it is equally 
a monument of the unscrupulousness of their leaders, and 
of the shameless plundering of the city of New York. No 
architectural splendors, no beauty of decosation, can hide 
these scandalous stains. There is a marble in the West 
"Which exudes blotches of asphaltic blackness, and tothe eye 
of every New Yorker who knows the facts the pure white 
of the cathedral’s walls will always be darkened with the 
taint of fraud. 

The greatest su zcesses of the church, however, in extract- 
ing money from the publie purse hav been won for its 
parish and other schools. It is the fixed purpose of the 
hierarchy that heretic New Yorkers shall pay heavily for 
the education of the church’s children. And such an edu. | these intolerable evils in time to come—the withdrawal of 
cation ! Mr. Hawkins narrates a conversation between him- | approprations of public money from sectarian institutions 
self aud the late Cardinal Antonelli, papal secretary, upon| of every kind, whether Protestant or Catholic, Jewish or 
public schoo.s. ‘I described to Antonelli," says the narra. | Christian ; and to this complexion we must come at last. 
tor, “the free public schools and the state of public educa- . G. R. Crooxs. 
tion in Massachusetts, giving that as à model of the Ameri- 
can system. His reply was that he * thought it better that Obituary. 
children should grow up in ignorance than to be educated | | Dr&D.—At his residence in Patch Grove, Grant Co., Wis., 
in such a system of schools 88 the state of Massachusetts | Feb. 4, 1880, Jared Warner, aged 68 years. i 
supported; that the essential part of the education of the| The deceased was born in Canfield, Ohio, from whence he 
people was the catechism, and while arithmetic and ge. | removed to the territory of Wisconsin in 1888, where he was 
ography, reading and writing, and other similar studies, | engaged in lumbering and farming for forty years, retiring 
might be useful, they were not essential.'" In this estimate | two years ago, 
of the value of popular education Cardinal Antonelli was| He was a Freethinker in the broadest sense, accepting no 
by no means singular ; his opinion was fully illustrated in | theories unless the facts could be produced that would con- 
the practice of the papal states, and unquestionably had the| vince his mind; a man of profound and comprehensive 
sanction of the pope. In New York city the Catholic} thought, he was a deep reasoner; candid and fair with 
parish schools hav failed to arrest the spread of Irish pau- | those who differed with him, he won the respect of all 
perism. From 1871 to 1875, a space of five years, the| whom he could not convince. He was early identified with 
Department of Charities and Correction !ook charge of|the Liberal movement of the West. On the Fourth of July, 
98,787 Irish paupers, 63,178 of American birth, 24 278 Ger- | 1852, he invited the Liberals of the then sparsely-settled 
man, and 17,658 of all other nationalities. These figures | county to his home in Millville, and there was effected the 
reduced to a ratio based on the last United States census of | first Freethinkers' organization in the state. He spent some 
e ch race in this city, and taking the Americans as the unit | time after tbat lecturing, and many who are now Liberals 


of the ratio, giv the following result: owe their emancipation from superstition to the arguments 


right robbery of the tax-payers ? by adroit evasions, for the 
accomplishing of its selfish ends, of the Constitution and 
laws ? The worst feature in the history of the Roman Cath- 
olic church in New York is that the corrupter the political 
rings, the closer are. its bonds of amity with them. That 
fact alone will be its condemnation when the American peo- 
ple.make their fina) judgment of its proceedings, 88 they 
certainly will, Bad as is the story of suffering in Cincin- 
nati, it is the story of misfortune; our sympathies are 
touched for the venerable archbishop and his deluded peo- 
ple. But the story of the church’s administration in New 
York is the story of a crime, and that crime will assuredly 
work out its own retribution. t : 
One remedy alone will adequately protect the city from 


J. Hogs, M. D. 


Selections. 


[From Harper's Weekly,] 
Catholie Raids on the City Treasury. 


Tbe Roman Catholic church may know the way of life, in 
the higher sense of the term, and we may charitably hope 
does teach that way to its people, but in New York the 
road on which it is most frequently seen by the citizens is 
the road to the city treasury. The road is wholly its own, 
laid out by skilful ecclesiastical engineers, and well worn 
with constant use. Milton tells us that the fallen spirits 
built a bridge from their prison-house to this earth: 


‘With pins of adamant 
And chains they made all fast; too fast they made, 
And durable.” x 


We will not press the comparison too far, and liken the 
church’s servants to the lost spirits, but surely they hav 
with as consummate art and durable pinning built their 
bridge to the city’s cash-box. All attempts to drive them 
off hav so far failed; and they are now, under the color of 
the law, helping themselves as liberally to the people's 
money as in the palmy days of T weed's Ring. 

This statement will no doubt surprise many citizens who 
suppose that appropriations of public funds for the support 
of Roman Catholic institutions in New York are no longer 
known, but what is here asserted is susceptible of proof 
from official documents. In 1870 the church obtained from 
the city $676,495; in] 1878, $710,850; in 1869, $771,612 ; in 
1879, $657,107; with slight differences in the vears the aver- 
age is nearly the same. In eleven years the Roman Catho- 
lic institutions in and near New "York hav obtained $6,007,- 
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records, and has gathered and tabulated the facts, we avail 
ourselves, with his permission, of the fruits of his industry. 

But by way of episode, an illustration may be given of 
the church’s skill in securing private benefactions and then 
in protecting them from all charges for the support of the 
government. An Irishman, Cornelius Heeney by name, 
purchased a long time ago a farm near what was then the 
village of Brooklyn, but is now one of the most populous 
parts of that city. It was about half a mile in length and 
three hundred and fifty feet in width. It now covers nine 
city blocks, or two hundred lots, and extends from Court 
street to the river, and is: bounded on the sides by Warren 
and Pacific streets. Heeney lived to the great age of ninety- 
four years, was a Catholic, but his relatives were Protest- 
ante, When he had reached his ninetieth year, saya Mr. 

Hawkins, *'the priests managed to surround him with their 
' gatellites, to exclude his relatives from his house, and to 
obtain a will from him giving to institutions of the Roman 
Catholic church nearly his entire estate." Most of the 
estate was devised to a benevolent society not incorporated. 
During the four last years of this Trishman's life the priests 
studiously prevented all access of kindred to him.. They 
had the will already drawn to suit their purpose, and it was 


bigotry, and hypocrisy, and these in turn made him the tar- 
get of there venom, A good neighbor, a firm and kind 
friend, & patriotic citizen, a loved father, a man of majestic 
mind has passed away. 


“ And the tear that we shed, though in secret it rolle, 
" Shall long keep his memory green in our souls.” 


RESOLUTIONS OF RESPECT OF AUXILIARY LIBERAL LEAGUE 
NUMBER 149. 

WHEREAS, Death, the great leveler, being no respecter of 
persons, but paying his attention impartially to all—the 
nigh, the lowly, the rich, the poor, the young, the old, 
the weakly, and the strong—having entered our League 
and removed our faithful Secretary, Jared Warner, whose 
venerable face will greet us no more, therefore be it 

Resolved, That this Liberal League does hereby declare 
that loss not only to be of an aggressive and active member, 
but that his children in him hav lost a generous father, our 
community a wise Counselor, our country an admirable and 
patriotic citizen, and the human race a faithful and a com- 
mon friend, 

Resolved, That in him industry has lost a patron, progress 
gnd invention an admirer, science and art a devotee, truth 
an investigator, and reason a worshiper, 

Resolved, That this League tender unto each and all the 
members of his family their sincere sympathy, to all others, 
his example worthy of emulation. J. W. BIDWELL, 


The probability that a pupil from an Irish Catholic parish 
school will become a pauper is three and a half times great- 
er than in the case of a pupil from a city public school. 
Whether this comparison is áccurate or otherwise, the fact 
remains that the Catholic parish schools do not dry up the 
stream of Irish pauperism. They may teach the catechism ; 
they may show the way to heaven ; but they do not breed 
the manly independence which disdains a support from 
public charity. How should they, the offshoots of ‘a 
church which has exalted mendicancy to the rank of an al- 
most celestial virtue, whose whole aspect is of'a contrasted 
splendor and penury, whose appointed order of life includes 
the Episcopal Dives seated on high in purple and fine linen, 
and the laic Lazirus in rags and tatters at the gate ? 

For these schools, so defective, soincapable of produc- 
ing a good type of citizenship, the Roman Catholic church 
in New York has practiced chicanery, has joined hands 
with rascality, in order to make them a charge upon the 
city treasury. When Tweed was in power, the priests had 
all they wished for the asking ; but in 1872 Tweed was 
overthrown, At the time of his expulsion and the fligbt of 
his accomplices the sectarian appropriations for New York, 
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appointed trustee of the estate. Priestly astuteness did not 
stop here. Before the property was acquired, an act of the 
Legislature was obtained exempting forever from taxation 
all the estate, real and personal, which the expectant society 
should hold. In 1848 Mr. Heeney died, faithfully watched 
over to the last by his ecclesiastical legatee. The property 
is now: immensely valuable; if taxed, it would bring into 
the treasury of the city of Brooklyn $100,000 per annum. 
The efforts to obtain the repeal of the law which exempts it 
from taxation hav failed because the local politicians fear to 
lose the influence of the church. : 

The Roman Catholic Cathedral, on the corner of Fiftieth 
street and Fifth avenue, is an imposing pile ; but no New 
Yorker can look on it without feeling that in order to build 
it the city has been outrageously plundered. The story of 
this robbery has been told and denied, but Mr. Hawkins 
givs it in detail, and relies on official records to make his 
charges good. The ground is eight hundred feet in depth, 
from Fifth to Madison avenue, and extends on its front and 
rear from Fiftieth to Fifty-first street. The church got 
possession of a lease from the city for a nominal sum. This 
lease was forfeited for non-payment of ground-rent, The 
authorities declined, however, to press the forfeiture, and 
changed the lease into a fee. When Madison avenue was 
run through this plot, the city paid the church $24,000 for 
the land taken, once its own, and then added a giit of 
$8,928 to cover an assessment. The block above, running 
trom Fifty-first to Fifty-second street, was leased at a rental 
of $layear. The two blocks are now worth over $3,000,- 
600. The consideration paid by the church for all this was 
votes, Ifthe political leaders came down handsomely, the 
vote of the Catholics was at their service. The dealer in 
votes was invited to subscribe to some one of-the church's 
charities. ‘Such an invitation," says Mr. Hawkins, 
** given to the managers of the Tweed Ring when it was in 
extremis, brought nearly $200,000 for the completion of the 
cathedral; and to the astonishment of good citizens, Tweed, 
after exposure, secured votes enough in his district to be re- 
‘elected to the state Senate by the largest majority ever given 
in this city for one senator." The cathedral is no doubt a 
monument of the plety of the Roman Catholies of the city; 


vent this subsidizing of a sect by the state, were adopted by 
the people. The first forbade the giving of money or the 
loaning of credit by the state to any association, corpora- 
tion, or private undertaking ; the second forbade any coun- 
ty, city, town, or village from giving its money or loaning 
ita credit for such purposes. Unfortunately the first of the 
amendments contained a clause allowing the Legislature to 
make provision for the support of juvenile delinquents ; 
this saved the. Roman Catholic Protectory. A clause in the 
second amendment stated that no county, city, town, or vil- 
lage should be prevented from making such provision for 
the aid or support of its poor as might be authorized by law. 
These exceptions are on the facs harmless, but they hav 
enabled the camel to get his head into the doorway of the 
city's treasury ; by degrees he has worked in his whole 
body, so that he is again in full possession. He can now 
make his regular journey to and from the church's charita- 
ble institutions well freighted with the city's cash. 

The precise figures are the following : In 1869 the Roman 
Catholic church received from the city. $771,612 ; in 1870, 
$676,495 ; in 1871, $502 502; in 1872, $421,674; in 1873, 
$338,336 ; in 1874, $326 797; in 1875, $459,187; in 1876, 
$554,285 ; in 1877, $588,677 ; in 1878, $710,350 ; in 1879, 
$657,107. Let the ascending scale be observed. The daugh- 
ters of the horse-leech, says the Book of Proverbs, ever 
cry, “Give ;” the daughters of the Roman Oatholic church, 
at least in New York, never cry ‘‘ Enough." The brood is 
large; thirty-one charitable institutions of this one sect 
are benificiaries of the city. Among them the Foundling 
Asylum has had from us in eleven years $1,450,223 ; the 
Institution of the Sisters of Mercy, $278,680 ; the House of 
the Geod Shepherd, $254,189; the Roman Catholic 
Orphan Asylum, $188,819; end still, despite these subsi- 
dies, the church’s poor are in all our streets. From dawn 
to dewy eve do they not ring our area door-bells, waiting 
with capacious baskets to take what Protestant charity is 
ready to give? 

Is the Catholic church, then, an institution for the pro- 
motion of medicancy ? Does it not set an evil example to 
its own people by a failure to show a manly purpose to 
support itself? Must its splendors be maintained hy down. 


A Card from Mr. Campfield. 


To THE EprroR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Please 
s&y that I hav removed my residence from Vermillion, Mar- 
shall county, Kan., to Wyandotte, Kan, to which place all 
communications should be addressed. I think we will hav 
fifty Leagues in Kansas before Bept. 1, 1880. 

Mound City, Kan., Feb. 12, 1880. E. CAMPFIELD. 

ier et 

THERE is a certain theological instinct in mankind which 
is apt to put hard questions. Wespeak of Deity as being 
omnipotent, not because the word is a good one, for, indeed, 
it is a very bad and unsatisfactory one, but because it is the 
only word which even approximates to the expression of 
our idea of power in its supreme development. 1f our lan- 
yuage were like the German we might make a word of sev- 
enteen syllables and 80 convey all the necessary limitations. 
As it is, we do the best we can with the materials at hand. 
We are therefore compelled to shrug our shoulders when 
some one asks us if Omnipotence can make two hills with- 
out a valley between. Human language is not good for 
much when we try to express exact ideas. The ward irre- 
sistible is certainly a good one and an important one, and it 
seems something reasonably definite, ‘The word immov- 
able is also a good word, and one could hardly get on 
without it. Practically it expresses about what we mean. 
But when we bring the two words, each expressing an 
extreme, into juxtaposition, we see how futile it is to try to 
say exactly what we mean. For instance, suppose we ask 
what the consequence will be when the irresistible strikes 
the immovable? We are in a fog in an instant. And we 
are in precisely the same kind of a fog when we try to 
answer the question which the little boy asked when his 
teacher tried to impress upon his youthful but not quite 
reverent mind the fact that God can do everything. The 
boy thought of the problem for a few moments, and then 
said, ‘‘Can he make a stone so big that he can’t lift it?” —Es 

— e 

ANTHONY Comstock has grown tn be “rogs-eyed—the 
result of looking at so many immo! 3,— Washington 
Post. 
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Communications. 


Wendell Phillips. 


To TEHE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav just 
read with more than ordinary pleasure the article from Mr, 
Redpath regarding the peculiarities of Wendell Phillips 
and R, G. Iagersoll. My family, as well as myself, were 
delighted with the clear insight the writer gave us of the 
inner and social life of the “‘ silver-tongued” orator, And 
yet after all (in my own case) I know not whether [ was 
most pleased with what it said or what it suggested. 

Wendell is ten yeara my senior, yet I well recollect with 
what love and esteem he was held by the foremost in the 
antislavery ranks as far back as 1889 Mrs. Carroll, a 
Hicksite friend, who attended the antislavery anniversary 
in 1841 (and from whose love and -wisdom I received the 
best gift, in a measure, of a practical Liberal culture), came 
back from that gathering full of glow and enthusiasm over 
the gifted young man. We all read with avidity his unan- 
swerable denunciations against the great crime of the age, 
and were ready at times to crown him with laurels equal 
almost to Garrison. Isaw him for the first time at the 
anniversary of 1851 in New York, after the passage of the 
Fugitive Slave law. 

When Rynders and his gang were employed to break up 
our meeting in the society library room, what a glorious 
host was gathered then! Garrison, the grand, noble, placid 
soul, though full of fire, was president; beside him stood, 
or sat, the grandest of all women, Lucretia Mott, and the 
venerable Isaac T. Hopper. Amoug the foremost workers 
were Abby Kelley, Stephen K, Foster, H. C. Wright, the 
two Burleighs, F, Douglas, Parker Pillsbury, Henry Green, 
Mary M. Child, and Ernestine L. Rose, the sweet little 
Polish lady, with moral and intellectual courage enough for 
a race of giants. 

When the mob first began its hooting and howling, this 
true man (Wendell) sprang to his feet, and in a few fiery 
words, that reminded me of Patrick Henry’s, said ‘that 
as the fathers of the revolution had given their lives to theit 
country, they (the Abolitionists) were ready to giv theirs, if 
necessary, for free speech in the city of New York," 
Words cannot impart to the reader the grandeur of “the 
speaker. Amidst all the confusion and uproar, it was a 
great privilege to witness the different grades of facial 
expression and forms of speech. Abby Kelley gras sub- 
limely grand in her womanly argument and scorn, mingled 
with pity, fof the deluded Rynders and his followers; she 

knew who and what they represented, Pillsbury’s reason- 
ing was the most cool and severe of any. Stephen Foster 
was red-hot shot and shell of the ‘‘Greek fire" order. C. 
Burleigh spoke right on as though he were declaiming to the 
unconscious but stormy sea, Garrison wore & calm, fatherly 
smile; his prophetic soul saw how well Rynders and the 
Herald were helping on the work. Dear Lucretia sat as 
quiet as though it were a lot of children playing blind man's 
buff. She, too, saw the silver lining that the forms of the 
pro-slavery puppets partly hid with their little shadows, 
Isaac T. Hopper was very anxious to hav order, and called 
for the police, at which Captain Rynders set up a jolly 
laugh. While Burleigh was speaking, Hopper tried to 
induce one of the rioters to keep quiet and hear what the 
speaker had to say, to which the lover of righteousness 
replied, ‘‘ Why, G—d d——n it, he’s abusing the church,” 

These reminiscences clearly demonstrate the unity of 
reform, When Garrison was-asked to what church Wendell 
belonged, it was natural that he should not know; they 
were looking to deeds. When he said he did not know an 
Abolitionist that was not a Liberalist, with equal propriety 
he might hav added, that while I know he is this, I also 
know that he is too complete a man not to be religious. 
Now, my Materialistic brothers and sisters, don’t be fright- 
ened at the word religious, for it is alla matter of definition, 
I like Mr, Paine's, or Gatrison's, ‘‘ My country is the world; 
my countrymen all mankind,” Wendell, Garrison, Parker, 
and their like, uttered no fulminations against the spirit 
they called religion and others simple morality. Yet who 
more radical than they? Garrison’s fight against the sanc- 
tity of the Sabbath has no equal in our time. James G. 
Binney said the ‘‘ American church was the bulwark of 
American slavery.” Stephen Foster wrote it, ** The brother 
hood of thieves.” To-day it is all these, ever and anon 
changing its tactics as science or the education of the masses 

` compels it, but still holding within its partially concealed 
fangs the virus of its original poison. : 
- I am not quite assured of Mr. Redpath’s correctness in 
his comparison of Eastern and Western character; and 
though more of a Westerner by far than an Eastern man, it 
is possible to become surfeited with Western egotism. Of 
late years there has been growing in the Western mind a 
kind of contempt for Eastern manners and opinions, and 
especially is it true with reference to Boston and Bostoni- 
ans, This doubtless arises from a very small class of the 
smallest Bostonians coming West to air their wisdom and 
vanity; men who hav acquired a theological education and 
who deem our people semi-barbarous and wicked, These 
fledgelings make poor headway with our pioneer habits, 
and their kid-glove piety receives a terrible rasping, These, 
however, are sorry specimens of true New England men 
And women. My honest impression is this: that nowhere 
in the ‘‘ wide, wide world" has man and womanhood be- 
come 80 perfect in detail and so complete in its make-up as 
in the Eastern states in general and Massachusetts in partic- 
ular. Ia no other way can I account for Garrison, Phil- 
lips, Charles F. Hovey, Channing, Parker, Adams, Childs, 
Chapman, Seaver, Emerson, Sumner, etc. These names, 
with many others, among which I proudly place Elizur 
‘Wright and Bro. Bennett, will make the soil of this part of 
New England more grandly classic than any portion of 


| Greece or Rome. More grand, because these workers hav 


embraced in their labors all humanity. 
| The time will yet come when ‘Julien Hall” will repre- 
: gent more than Faneuil, as its doors were open for Garrison 
to plead the cause of the most despised and downtrodden 
at a time when every church barred its doors against him 
and those of oid Faneuil refused to swing on their hinges. 
Wendell Phillips says **one thing at a time," and Garri- 
son was Called à man of one idea, and yet Wendell never 
held to one thing. Antislavery, temperance, and woman’s 
rights were the least possible measure of his one. While 
Garrison included all these, and, by way of dessert, was not 
ashamed to mingle with Spiritualists, avow his convictions 
in favor of Spiritualism and of secular education, with his 
exposé of the orthodox claims for the Bible, and at the very 


last to unite against the ‘‘ suppression of vice societies.” 


This is the measure of a man or woman of the very largest 


capacity. These are they who constitute our best speci- 


mens of human nature and to which we naturally look up 
as tho highest representatives of the race. 


degree of eminence save in one direction. 


lt may seem very simple and essy for some to cut loose 
from old opinions and launch out boldly into the sea of 


progressive thought; to most persons, however, it is a very 
serious thing. To listen to opinions directly the opposite 
of those we hav been taught to believe were divine and 
sacred, to hear them treated with levity, and even profan- 
ity, is no trifling affair; and whoever pursues that course 
must not expect either kind treatment or a patient hearing. 
One of my reasons for admiring Mr, Phillips was the fact 
of his never adopting this line of argument. I would not 
counsel timidity, but I would recommend justice. And if 
Liberalists expect to be successful, they must be courteous 
to afault in dealing with those who honestly oppose us, 
Mankind desire the truth avove all things else. Every 


of the truth and the nature of the liberty depends a great 
deal on the lives 8nd conduct of those who hav to-day its 
highest form in their keeping. Progress is slow, therefore 
every inch of ground we stand upon or gain let us use and 
cultivate effectually. Courage and justice are the watch- 
words; in harmony with these we shall press the right to a 
successful issue and giv light, truth, and liberty to those 
we vanquish. Yours for the right, Grorce Lynn. 


i $$ 
* Consensus of the Competent.” 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: For some 
time past I hav seen the above words floating in Liberal 
papers and credited to the Index, of Boston, which is the 
organ of ‘‘hi kulcher” in Liberalism. The true meaning of 
the words puzzled me much until I found a translation, after 
much search, As friend Underwood is a little tinctured 
with his ** hi kulcher," and a scholar besides, I expected he 
would furnish a free translation for the more benighted, but 
he did not, I suppose he was too much absorbed in regret- 
ing the ‘‘coarseness” of THE TRUTH SEEKER in now and 
then showing up clerical vice, which is 80 often connected 
with “bi kulcher." I knew the cabalistic words must be 
related in some way to ''hi kulcher," because too much 
showing up of clerical or ex-clerical peccadilloes is what 
seems to trouble ‘‘ Consensus of the Competent” Abbot, of 
the Indew. I suppose this is a mark of “hi kulcher ;” then 


publisher happens to make a mistake it is a c7?me, and he is 
pounced down upon by all jealous, envious, rival publishers 
in the name of ‘‘hi kulcher," morality, and Liberalism ; 
but it is very seldom deemed worthy of notice by them if a 
‘thi kulchered " clerical saint is caught doing a good deal 
worse than writing letters to a virgin of 87 or 40 years of 
age, who has had several immaculate con—; but, as I said 
before, the meaning of these words puzz'ed me much, and I 
resolved to find a translation of their esoteric meaning, I 
had become a little rusty in the ''dead languages” learned 
thirty or forty years ago at a district school—one will, you 
know, if his memory is not good, In the pursuit of knowl- 
edge I first turned to Webster’s old spelling-book, the old 
English reader, and Dobol’s arithmetic—the “standard” 
fifty years ago, No trace of the meaning of the mysterious 
words could be found there. Then I waded into Latin, 
sailed into Greek, dove into Irish, jumped into Spanish, 
swam ints German, waltzed into French, walked in Choctaw, 
and crept into the Modoc, ‘‘con”-ing the lexicons of all 
these languages, but found no trace. Then I turned to what 
is regarded as about the oldest dialect, called ‘‘Sand-scrip,’”’ 
or Sanscrit, and found nothing there. Bound not to giv it 
up, as a dernier resort I opened a lexicon of the Cannibal 
Islands (not Fayal), Which was presented to me by his royal 
highness, the king, and there I found the true translation. 
I did not think of going to this work first, because I did not 
suppose that any one but myself possessed a copy of it in 
this country; but it seems Abbot has a copy too, And I 
must tell you how Icame to havit. You see I was care- 
fully educated fora “servant of the Lord ”—of the great 
unknown ‘I am,” and a “follower of the lamb,” or, as the 
irreverent Josh Billings puts it, the ‘‘juvenile sheep,” 
About 1840, being *‘ duly and truly prepared,” I was adopted 
by the American Foreign Missionary Society and sent as a 
missionary to the king of the Cannibal Islands. I was 
deemed the best fitted for that place of any in the gradu- 
ating class because I was the most zealous and best-versed 
in the creeds and catechisms. I could answer all the ques- 
tions prompily—that ** we worship our God in trinity and 
trinity in unity, neither confounding the persons nor divid- 
ing the substance, for there is one person in the Father, one 
in the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost; but the god- 
head of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost is all 
one. The Father and Son and Holy Ghost are all one and 
the same, yet three different and separate perons ThS 


Few of us hav 
such a depth and breadth. Few, indeed, attain to any 


human soul aspires to liberty. What shall be the quality 


there are Other marks that crop out in the Zndez. It a rival 


Father begot the Son, the Holy Ghost begot the Son, and 
the Son begot himself; that we conceive of a circular tri. 
angle and & three-cornered circle, for there i8 one angle of 
the barrel, one of the bung, and another of the bunghole ; 
but the head of the barrel, of the bung, and the bunghole is 
all one ; such as the barrel is, such is the bung, and such is 
the bunghole; the barrel i8 solid, the bung solid, and the 
bunghole solid," etc., etc. So you see I was considered 
bright, and best qualified for the place assigned me. With 
a box of Bibles and Sunday-school tracts I sailed, with high 
hopes. Having. learned that rum and Christianity had 
always gone together in evangelizing the poor heathen, and 
having heard this thing scoffed at by Infidels, I declined to 
take anv rum; but as I was to preach the cleansing and 
saving efficacy of the blood of the lamb, 1 took a ten-gallon 
keg of grape juice, representing blood. It was the color of 
old Cogniac. On my arrival I presented my credentials, and 
was cordially received by the king and given the best room 
in the palace, except the bridal chamber, and had hash free. 
But I always rejected sausages and roasts and broils from 
young cannibals or sailors that might be shipwrecked on 
the shore and taken in and made mince-w eat of, as was the 
custom. Of course I went a little slow until I got my bear- 
ings. I did not at first unbox my Bible, but I uncorked my 
grape-juice as soon as I opened on the general subject of 
Salvation and atonement by the blood of the juvenile sheep, 
etc, I improvised a ‘communion-table,” and let the old 
fellow taste the grape juice “in commemoration,” etc. 
Everything went on serenely for about four weeks, and ‘I 
began to think I should ‘fetch him," sure, and hav a glow- 
ing report of Conversions to send home, when I fancied the 
Society would send me a remittance of ten thousand dollars, 
to promote the ''glorioms work” of soul-saving “by the 
blood,” etc. The king and several of his cabinet had begun 
to hanker for the ‘communion services,” and wanted to 
take a nip several times a day, They felt joyful over it 
and, as I thought, were on the high road to salvation by the 
*' efficacy of the bloed of,” etc. The king was very fond of 
hearing about America and its wonderful wonders, as I ugoc 
to yarn them to him in our confabs, while we enjoyed cigar- 
ettes out on the piazza of the royal palace, shaded by mag- 
nolias in blossom, which gave off a most delicious fragrance. 
One day, thus situated, I was telling him about the “ patriot 
war” of 1837 between the states and Upper Canada, when 
twenty-seven American patriots marched across Detriot 
river and ambushed in the orchard back of Windsor, driv- 
ing seven thousand Canadian soldiers before them in utter 
dismay and confusion. He didn’t question the last part of 
the story, but he wanted to know how twenty-seven patriots 
could march across a river without getting drowned. Then 
I had to explain that, in this wonderful country, in the 
winter season, the water would become go hard that an army 
could walk on the top of it in perfect safety. Then he got 
mad—thought I was trying to impose on him a big lie, I 
told him it was a fact. Then he got still madder, and said: 
‘*Look here, you Mr. Christian missionary, while I like the 
blood of the lamb from your country, you are a fraud and 
an impostor, and to-morrow I will breakfast off a sirloin 
steak and dine off a spare-rib roast cut from your Christian 
carcass! This is a royal decree J” 

I must say that I felt a little ticklish in the region of sir- 
loin steaks and spare-rib roasting cuts ; but I put my trust in 
the ‘' blood,” etc. (which was in the keg), and took courage, 
I did not feel as if I was old Adam and had a rib to Spare 
80 I offered him another'nip from the keg and apologized lu 
the name of the American Foreign Missionary. and Bible 
Bocieties, which he refused to recognize, Then I did it in 
the name of the Stars and Stripes, the American Eagle, and 
Uncle Sam, which satisfied his wrath, because he respected 
those, if separated from the missionary cause, Then he 
apologized for getting mad, and then we joined at the com. 
munion table again, “in commemoration,” etc., and every- 
thing was lovely. Under the wonderful influence of the 
“blood,” etc., “ peace on earth and good will to men” 
again prevailed. But I confess from that day I lost faith | 
and Confidence in my mission and the average value of souls 
to be saved in that particular part of the Lord’s vineyard, 
Although the king was very attentive and polite—for he was 
a gentleman of “hi kulcher," and met me at the commun. 
ion table with great cordiality—I could not but imagine 
that he felt changed towards. me since that little conversation 
about water and ice, and I did not know how goon he might 
again misapprehend the teachings of the gospel, which 
made me nervous. : l 

Well, under all the circumstances, in about ten days later, 
when a vessel came into the harbor and was to sail agsin the 
next day, I told the king that I guessed I would go over to 
Hong Kong, where there was great need of a missionary, 
and call on him again after a couple of months. He did 
not like the idea of my being absent so long, for he was 
about half converted ; but when I told him 1 would leave 
the keg and all the “blood ” there was left in it with him he 
was overjoyed. It was then that he took me into the royal 
library and presented me with. & copy of the *' Royal Lexi. 
con," or dictionary of the language, in twelve volumes, 
illustrated. When I inform you that each volume is about 
six times as large as Webster’s Unabridged (ten wide col- 
umns on & page), you will hav a faint idea of the magnifi. 
cence of the royal present, He remarked that it would be 
useful to me, and now it has become so. That is the way I 
came by my copy. How did-Abbot get his, as the work is 
never allowed to leave the island, except in Very rare cases 
of. royal favor ? 

Well, as I said before, when I opened this great work to 
find the root and branches of ‘‘ Consensus of the Compe. 
tent,” I found what 1 was searching after. Running 
through 423 pages in Volume II, beginning with “Con” 
and “Com,” I at last dug it ‘out, and, when translated, it 
is simple, natural, and easily comprehended by everybody, 
The translation is this: *'Qonecious of the contempt ef ail 
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decent, fair-minded le for doing m 

Ae A ban people for doing mean acts from purely 
When I finally found the mystery I involuntarily shouted 

** Eureka," and shall ever regard my escape from being eaten 

up by the king of the Cannibal Islands as * providentia." 

W. 8. W., 
Ex-Missionary, 
———— M e 


Gunther Replies to Sotheran. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir : In a letter I 
received from E, C. Walker, Florence, Iowa, my attention 
was called to Mr. Sotheran’s reply to my article of Nov. 
8th. I was astonished, as I had not seen his reply, and 
having more pressing.business, I did not hunt for it; but yes- 
terday I met the treasure by accident. Allow me then to 
say a few words in reply, lest my opponents conclude that 
they hav proved much by having said much. 

I noticed in TEE TRUTH SEEKER of Dec. 13th a criticism 
of my article above referred to by B. Skinner, As Mr. 
Skinner's reply was no answer to my article, I did not think 
‘it worth noticing, since the readers of your paper are as 

able to judge of its merits as I am. Mr. Skinner is no 
doubt well-meaning man, but nature never intended him 
for a critic. A man who asserts that money is credit in 
circulation, and that money is not wealth, Ought to read 
and refiec', but never write a word. According to his the- 
ory, those who hav millions of dollars in the safe are 
paupers. Admirable logie! For pity's sake I will leave Mr. 
Skinner and attend to Mr. Sotheran. 

Mr. Botheran starts out with the inference that my opin- 
ions in regard to Nihilists, Socialists, etc., hav been formed 
by the press. Nothing is further from the truth. I hav 
grown up among that class of people, and know from expe- 
rience what Iam writing of. His sympathy (if sympathy 
it is and not self-interest) does honor to the goodness of his 
heart at the expense:of his understanding. Notwithstand- 
ing that, his resolutions at the National Liberal Congress at 
Cincinnati were out of place, and there was more important 
business on hand at the time. Such ‘resolutions are well 
enough when the more important busin: ss has been atten d- 
ed to. The facts in the case are these: Mr. Sotheran went 
to the Congress, not as an advocate of mental. freedom, but 
to propagate his favorite hobby—Socialism—at the expense 
of Liberalism. And here allow me to remark that there iş a 
great difference between a person fearlessly maintaining his 
opinion and making a bore of himself. Good sense is 
always clothed with modesty, and is never found among the 
boisterous and blatant ; therefore, Mr. Sotheran's conduct at 
that Liberal League Congress does not reflect much credit 
upon himself, : 

Next, Mr. Sotheran tells us that the Socialists of all 
countries are Liberals and Freethinkers, Far from it. I 
was well acquainted with many Socialists who took part in 
the revolutions in Germany in 1848 and ’49, It is true they 
all proclaimed freedom and equality, but they meant by it 
the freedom of stealing from the rich and thereby making 
all men equal—that is, all poor, Look at the Socialists of 
this country—the Molly Maguires and the Pittsburgh rioters— 
were they not almost exclusively Irish ?—the most bigoted 
people we hav in this country. 

Mr. Sotheran intimates that Socialists are fighting for lib. 

erty of conscience and of industry in Europe. Ridiculous ! 
Does he think he is addressing Hottentots, to whom Europe 
is almost unknown ? What European Socialista call liberty 
of conscience is the privilege to think as they themselves do ; 
and as to liberty of industry, they hav not even an idea what 
industry means. I admit the Socialists are almost exclu- 
sively laborers, but not all laborers are industrious ; in fact, 
very few are; and here is where the much complained of evil 
lies. ‘Those who work with a will, and are forced to work 
by an inward impulse, are industrious ; but*those who toil 
because necessity compels them to work or starve, do not 
deserve that appellation, The industrious often accumulate; 
those whom necessity forces to work never do. Yet even 
among the most indolent persons are some to be found who 
hav a little wit. They see that some men get rich while 
_others remain poor, and they at once begin to theorize in 
regard to the cause of it, but being mere theorists and not 
practical men they grope around in the dark, and, catching 
a straw, they think that they hav found the tree of knowl- 
edge, and at once proclaim themselves the saviors of the 
world, and, finding fo!lowers, they instantly swell up and 
imagine themselves fit to govern kingdoms, while, in reality, 
they would hardly make decent bootblacks. 

Mr. Sotheran’s comparison between Bismarck and Torque- 
mada is as senseless as if he had compared Columbus to a 
pirate. è 

In regard to the suggestion that THE TRUTH SEEKER issue 
tracts in regard to the demands of Socialism, I must say 
that I hav never seen a suggestion more brazen-faced. Let 
Mr. Botheran prove his vaunted sympathy and liberality 
by his actions, and issue the tracts at his own expense. To 
TAE TRUTH SEEKER they would be a clog. 

In regard to Mr. Sotheran’s postscript I will mention one 
point, He asserts that there are from one and a half to two 
million unemployed workmen and tramps in.this country, 
and states that by reducing the hours of labor these men 
would find employment Did evera piece of greater stupid- 
ity appear in print? The best thing Mr. Sotheran can do is 
to write a book to persuade every mother in the United 
States to drown her children, and thereby save them from 
the pangs of starvation, since there will be no work for 
them. Alas, Charles! Take to the spade and shovel and 
leave the pen alone. When the United States shall hav 
doubled or tripled its population there will be work enough 


Shawano, Wis. 


for all, nor is there any want of work now. There are; path I'd trodden was in full view. 


millions of acres of productive soil in the United States 


which can be got for the taking of them. If we cannot! in beauty, plain, the rugged ordeal vanished from sight— 
find a market in| 


consume all the produce we grow, We can 


] 
f 


a good example by being useful yourself, 


Europe. Let others go and turn up the treasures of the 
earth. We hav mountains of iron ore and'abundance of 
coal at home, while we import iron and steel from England. 
Tell your Socialists to take their hands out of their pockets 
and try to turn up something instead of clamoring and 
allowing themselves to be turned, and, above all things, set 


Now I will take my leave of you, Mr. Sotheran. Since 
there are no laurels to be gained by disputing with you, I 
shall not take notice of your scribbling again, 

Eureka; Cal., Feb. 1, 1880. ROBERT GUNTHER. 


Something New. 


To THE EDITOR or TAE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: A stranger 
delivered a couple of lectures in the Methodist church in 
our village, a few days ago, and as his handbills were rather 
sensational, I thought I would hear what he had to say, and 
take some jottings for Taz TRUTA BEEKER. The subject 
of his first lecture was, **'The United States in the First and 
Second Chapters of Genesis," He had a blackboard fixed.in 
front of the pulpit, on which the two hemispheres were out- 
lined. He then endeavored to demonstrate that (1) 
America was the highest part of the globe, and (2) that this 
country was the first in the process of creation to rise (a8 he 
said) ‘‘above tHe waters, and separate the waters from 
above from the waters that were underneath;” that it was 
the firmament or solid foundation ‘‘ that stood in the midst 
of the waters,” as spoken of in the first chapter of Genesis. 
Next he tried to prove by the second chapter of Genesis 
that the Garden of Eden was the great Mississippi Valley ; 
that the river which watered it was the Mississippi river; 
that its four heads were the Arkansas, the Ohio, the 
Missouri, and Upper Mississippi rivers ; that the walls of 
the Garden of Eden were the Rocky and Alleghany moun- 
tains, and that it lies four-square ; that Adam was placed 
here and his posterity for 1,656 years, and they were our 
prehistoric race. He also stated that Noah lived in New 
York and built his ark on Manhattan Island. The deluge 
coming, Noah was carried from the site of the present city 
of New York by “a strong east wind," due west 12,000 
miles, to Mount Ararat, where he landed at the end of five 
months, which made the speed of the vessel four miles and 
three-fourths of a mile per hour. : 

Subject of second lecture, **'The United States in the Last 
Chapters of Revelations." He said: '' Col. Ingersoll and the 
Infidels, not being able to find the landmarks of Eden in 
Asia, utterly repudiate the fact of there ever having existed 
an Eden there; and, my dear hearers, you must either accept 
their statement or mine. Mine is the only one that tallies 
with the Bible, and it is the only one that givB the true 


landmarks [attewpted cheers]. Do not cheer me, gentle- 
mep; this is a very grave subject, and full of import to you 
He next informs his hearers that the colonies of 


all." 
America represent the eleven whole tribes and two half 


tribes of Israel; that we are half Jew and half gentile in our 
origin, and we are the new Israel; the negro is the Canaan- 
ite, the Indian is the Ishmaelite ; that those relative 


positions towards Israel are defined by the Bible ; that 
the doctrine of equality of races is opposed to the teachings 
“of the Word," opposed to history, to common sense, and 
repugnant to our instincts and social feelings; ‘‘ and that we 
can never hav peace and good fellowship between the sec- 
tions until the fanatics are overthrown, the present 
rotten government wiped out, and a new republic, pure and 
simple, is established on its ruins." I quote, ‘‘Then we 
hav cut the gordian knot, and disposed of the ringa and 
bondholders and greedy Cormorants that are fastened like 
leeches upon the people.” He then attempted to show the 
exact similitude of Washington city to the ancient city of 
Jerusalem in all of its topographical features, and that the 
Capitol building is the veritable temple which is described 
in the fortieth chapter of Ezekiel. Now, my Infidel friends, 
what do you think of that ? Dg. J. BARNSFATHER. 
Pleasureville, Ken. 


i 


Let Him Tell a Dream! 


Fifty-nine years ago I had a dream. 

Journeying from East to West, like the car of progress, 
I found many hills to climb and descend. After each hill, 
aswamp. Here I had to hop from log to log, occasionally 
slipping bet ween. 

After a long and toilsome travail, having ascended and 
descended all the little hills, and passed all the swamps, I 
was On lerra firma, gradually ascending a mighty big hill. 
The way was rough, rocky, and thorny, growing steeper 
all the way. 

After a long, laborious climb, an apparently insurmount- 
able precipice, not much unlike the wall—Table Rock and 
all—on the Canada side of Niagara Falls, seemed to block 
further progress. 

Did I giv it up ? 

By efforts herculean I climbed, getting both arms on 
Table Rock. Resting for à moment, one more effort carried 
me clear from the penitentiary. 

On the border of a gently ascending plain—a land of 
calm sunshine and gentle breezes, perpetual verdure and 
perpetual bloom—what do I now care for the trying scenes 
of the past ? P 

I bless my saints for those heart-searching, reins-trying 
ordeals, enabling me to decide the question, Am I a verte- 
brate or only a reptile ? 

Fur & brief period after reaching the plain the rugged 


Passing cozily on the gently ascending, ever increasing 


rom recollection, 


I told the dream to Elder Calvin Mills. He said, *' It is 


a gift to you, an epitome of your life-journey." 


Nor am I disposed to question his verity. 
In this, or in some of the ‘‘ worlds without end, amen,” 


all souls will hav a penitentiary graduation, voluntary or by 
compulsion, before reaching the happy mansions. 


SHAKER PRENTISS. 


[From the Boston Investigator.) 


The Logie of Francis E. Abbot, 


PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN LIBERAL UNION (FORMERLY 


THE LIBERAL LEAGUE OF AMERICA, NOW DEFUNCT). 
Resolved, That since we cannot any longer be the Presi- 


dent of the National Liberal League, therefore be it. 


Resolved, That we hereby denounce the members and offi- 


cers of the National Liberal League as a gang of immoral 
Freelovers, libertines, and scoundrels, and most emphati- 


cally declare that ‘' there is not a more corrupt set of meu 
anywhere than the ring that now controls the National 


Liberal League." (See the last Zndez.) 


Resolved, That we believe in natural morality ; that is, 
that every man shall be true to his own reason and con- 
science, and yet we are opposed to the doctrine of private 
judgment, and advocate individual submission to ‘‘the 
consensus of the competent,” and thus Free Religion joins 
hands with Catholicism. 

Resolved, That as all the vile Freelovers and libertines hav 
not only corrupted the name of the Liberal League, but hav 
also Corrupted the name of *' American citizen," therefore 
be it 

Resoloed, That we no longer call ourselves American citi- 
zens, but adopt a name that will truly represént us, which 
name is—tliberal and self-righteous bigots. 

Resolved, That Abbot, Hurlbut, M. J. Savage, Sewall, 
Potter & Co., hav infinitely more faith in torture, impris- 
onment, and coercive laws than they hav in liberty, truth, 
and moral suasion, and that is the reason why they support 
the Comstock laws. 

Resolved, lastly, That as the “Liberal League of Amer- 
ica” never consisted of but eight auxiliaries, and as two of 
them,hav sunk out of sight instead of joining the American 
Liberal Union, therefore the Abbot party seems to be pro- 
greasing downward, like a cow’s tail. 


Yours cheerfully, A REPEALER, 


(From Foster's Democrat], 


Detestible Spotters. 


If there is anything more derogatory to the character of 
mankind, or more vile and infernal to contemplate by a 
decent mind, than a despicable sneak-thief spy and his em- 
ployer, we hav never heard of it. And especially vile in 
their infamy do they become when it is known that they 
are operating in the name of temperance or religion—in the 
habiliments of heaven serving the devil. 

There is not a principle of our democratic-republican 
form of government that these dastard wretches do not vio- 
late and trample under their feet, Nothing could be baser 
than the business of spotters, procurers, and informers 
against their fellow-men. They violate the first principles 
of civil and individual liberty, betray confidence, lie, steal, 
and commit perjury with impunity, They are professional 
blackmailers, ready for any manner of plunder, of the inno- 
cent and the guilty alike. History makes no record of any 
more execrable monsters than these incarnate devils ánd 
their employers. 

It is time these vile, leprous scoundrels were taught that 
Americans are a proud-spirited, Independent, liberty-loving 
people, who will tolerate no such superintendence and espi- 
onage over their conduct. No man who has the true and 
heroic spirit which a man should possess will submit to hav 
even the holiest religion of the universe crammed down his 
throat against his will. ‘‘Unrelenting war upon spies and 
spotters" should be the watchword until not one of them 
will ever again dare show his ungodly head in this country. 


ee 
[From the New Bedford Signal.) 
W.(S. Bell. 


Our townsman, W. §. Bell, has returned from the West, 
where he has been for nearly six months ona lecturing tour. 
He has lectured in many places in New York, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, and iowa. We understand that Mr. Bell is think- 
ing seriously about giving up the lecture field, to engage in 
business. His education, experience, and travels, in con- 
nection with his temperance habits, energy of character, and 
address, qualify him finely for business. We hav not the 
slightest doubts of his success. 


ARE Gop AND THE DEVIL Ong ?—I hav heard of an 
instance in which 8. T. Coleridge, my contemporary, a 
great mystic, but a man of most extraordinary talents, was 
expatiating in company in extremely glowing and captivat- 
ing colors, upon the qualities of the devil. At length a lady 
who had been listening very attentively to his discourse, in 
the simplicity of her heart, exclaimed : ‘Mr. Coleridge, 
according to your account, one would almost mistake the 
devil for God.” To which the philosopher rejoined, in a 
tone of peculiar significance, ‘‘ Madam, the devil is God.” 
Now, certainly, if we are to take the expressions above 
cited [Goodwin had been quoting many horrible passages 
from the Old and New Testaments to the tune of “ Ven- 
geance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord "] for a liberal 
description of the character of the Creator of the universe, 


we might with sufficient propriety adopt the inference, God 
is the devil.— Wm, Goodwin's Hesays, 
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Is Anthony a Thief? 


About seven years ago a publisher of this city named 
Lange, while moving his establishment, found some mail 
bags among the rubbish. He thoughtlessly told his coach - 
man to take them to his house, There isalaw upon our 
statute books which reads as follows: 

Any person who shall steal, purloin, or embezzle any 
mail bag, or other property in nse by or belonging to the 
Pott. Office Department, or who shall for any lucre, gain, or 
convenience, appropriate any such property to his own or any 
other than tts proper use, or Who shall, for any lucre or gain, 
convey away any such property to the hindrance or detri- 
ment of the public service, if the value of the property be 
twenty-five dollars or more, the offender shall be punishable 
by imprisonment at hard labor for not more than three 
years; and if the value of the property be less than twenty- 
five dollars, the offender shall be punishable by imprison- 
ment for not more than one year, or by a fine of not less 
than ten dollars, and not more thau two hundred dollars. 

Publishers mailing large amounts of printed matter at 
pound rates are allowed to take these bags, properly 
labeled, to their offices and fill them there. "This is done to 
facilitate the forwarding, thus lightening the work of the 
post-office. Mr. Lange, being one of the largest publishers 
of the city, was given these bags as a matter of course. He 
ought to hav returned them to the office, and it was only 
thoughtlessness that prevented him. His coachman, whom 
he subsequently discharged, gave information at the Dis- 
trict Attorney's office, and Lange was summarily arrested, 
charged with a Violation of the law we quoted. He was tried 
and Convicted, the value of the. bags being fixed by the jury 
at less than twenty-five dollars. Judge Benedict, tyranni- 
cally intending to sentence him to the full penalty, niade 
the sentence one year’s imprisonment and two hundred 
dollars fine. Tne law does not allow both fine and impris- 
onment, and upon this mistake of the ignoramus, Lange 
was released by the Supreme Court of the United States 
after paying the fine and being imprisoned two or three 
months. This case was fully set forth in Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER last year, and though it was conclusively shown 
to be a thoughtless and not wilful violation of the law, 
the bigot who disgraces the United Statcs bench was 
anxious to subject an American citizen to the direst penalty 
attached to the offense. 

But how does it work when the man who Violates the 
statute ia his high mightiness, Anthony Comstock, special 
agent of the Society for the Suppression of Vice and a post- 
office agent besides, who knows all about postal laws? He 
cannot plead ignorance of the law, and everybody knows 
he had no business with mail bags. One of Truths report- 
ers Called at the oftice of Anthony one day last week. The 
valiant Warrior was not in, but Britton was, engaged in an 
occupation eminently suited to his intellect—sweeping up 
the floor and clearing out the waste paper—probably some 
of his old stock which was not quite racy enough to take to 
Congress. The leering little Jew was putting this waste 
paper into United States mail bags. He had four of them, 
which were put on a dray and carried a junk shop. 
Where Comstock got the bags, or by what right he keeps 
them, no one knows. Postmaster James, when interviewed, 
was totally ignorant of the matter; so was special agent 
Sharratt. This waste paper belonged to Anthony’s Society, 
and was sold for its benefit; that is, if Britton’s perquisites 
do not include the waste paper. A private society had these 
mail bags contrary .to the statute made and provided. 
Postmaster James, as honest a postmaster as there is in the 
United States, did not authorize Comstock to take them, 
and the question is, Where did he get them? 

A complaint was subsequently lodged in the District At- 
torney's office against Comstock, who took the bags, and 
Atterbury, a paper dealer, who received them, but what 
could be expected when the District Attorney is a member 
ef Comstock's society ? He does exactly as he did when 
Colgate was plainly and without the least particle of a flaw 
in the evidence proved guilty of mailing improper docu- 
ments. He sent for Comstock and told him a complaint 
had been lodged, treating it as a good joke. Talking about 
it afterwards Comstock boasted that it would “come to 
nothing." 

But with all the bravado of Comstock and the subser- 
viency of our officials the fact remains that Comstock has 
committed this crime against the laws of the United States. 
Probably, owing to the pusillanimity of the prosecuting 
officer, he will go unwhipped of justice as did his superior 
officer of the society, Colgate. As we pointed out last 
week, this society has its members in all the various depart- 
ments and places necessary to a jesuitical government of 
the post-office, and it is very unlikely that it will allow its 
foremost scoundrel to be. punished for a little thing like 
using mail bags, without any authority from the proper 


whom Comstock has a grudge are punished heavily, but 
when the offender is Anthony himself, the District Attor- 
ney, who issworn to obey the law, violates his. oath of 
office, and allows him to go scot-free. Truth hits it when 
it says, ‘‘ Comstock commands Woodford as he commands 
that mental, moral, and physical image of himself [Britton] 
who plays the part of his office boy and factotum.” 

It is to be hoped that we shall sometime‘ hav a District 
Atttorney who is not a member of any jesuitical society, 
and who will deal out justice with an impartial hand. Un- 


til we do Comstock and Colgate will never get their just 


deserts. 


An Interested Christian Friend. 


The writer of the following, which came to us on a post- 


al card, is evidently one of the church militant who believe ` 


in bombarding the works of the enemy. The great bold- 
ness of the individual is more apparent when it is known 
that no name is signed. From somewhere in New Jersey 
the valiant Warrior in Christ hurls this missive at us, and 
evidently expects Taz TRUTH SEEKER to suspend publica- 
tion and all the people engaged in it to seek salvation. This 
is the card : 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Poor Deluded Sinner: Why 80 
presumptuous as to fight against God ? I would ask you to 
go back to the death-bed of every Infidel writer (See Paine! 
Voltaire !), whose deaths were distressingly awful. And I 
hav never heard of an Infidel whose death did not belie his 
whole lite, evidently tasting something of the pain of hell 
before leaving this world. But if you will spurn this warn- 
ing, I beg of you to giv this prediction (that your death will 
also be the dreadful horror of remorse and despair) a little 
space in your memory; and when the darkness of death 
comes, if this prediction is not true, yours will be an excep- 
tional case. May you take warning ere it be too late ! 

Now, we want to know how this anonymous person 
knows we are deluded? How does he, she, or it know 
that there is a God whom we are fighting against ? Did he, 
she, or it ever see God, ever hear, ever feel, ever smell, 
ever taste him ? Did he, she, or it ever see anybody who 
ever did? Is there any evidence that there ia a big, per- 
sonal, ever-changing and unchangeable power that rules this 
universe with a wave of his hand ? a power so vast that 
its presence fills all space and yet can be confined in a little 
box two feet square ? That is the popular conception of 
the Christian God, derived from the Bible, and we are asked 
why we “fight” it? We don’t. To dash against this would 
be more ridiculous than Don Quixote’s crusade against the 
windmills. We do not believe that such a thing exists, and 
consequently we cannot ''fight" it. And if there is a 
** God" we do not believe he wants any anonymous cham- 
pioning, If he can swing a world through space, as a man 
swings a cat by the tail, we think he can attend to our case 
without any support from New Jersey. If he cannot, he 
would do well to resign his Godship. 

Our friend wants us to go back to the death-beds of Vol- 
taire and Paine. He, she, or it thinks theré is sufficient to 
convert us. ‘Their last hours, were, according to this 
anonymous champion of Christianity, ‘‘distressingly aw- 
ful.” This is what the lawyers would call an ad captandum 
vulgus argument, for it certainly possesses neither sense nor 
logic. And in the two cases cited it lacks the very essen- 
tial element of truth. Voltaire’s last hours would hav been 
very peaceful if the priests had let him alone, and but for 
the impertinent interference of ecclesiastics, and their lies, 
there never would hav been any ground for the malicious 
slanders regarding Paine. If we pass away as quietly as did 
these two great men, and with no more fear and trembling, 
we think our correspondent will not get much consolation 
for his theology from our death-bed. If he, she, or it 
“ never heard of an Infidel whose death did not belie his 
life,” we must conclude that his, her, or its information 
is limited to that to be obtained from Sunday-school tracts, 
wherein all the good little boys die and turn into angels, 
and all tbe bad little Infidel boys get drowned on predatory 
fishing excursions performed on the Sabbath without the 
knowledge of their agonized Christian mothers, 

Within the last few years many of our heretical friends 
hav died, but we hav not heard of any “ recanting " or call- 
ing upon the Lord they had cast aside in life. 'There was 
no crying, *My God! my God! why hast thou forsaken 
me?” as in the case of Jesus, who sweat great drops of 
blood when he realized he was about to die. There was no 


fear of a burning, glowing sea of molten misery, into which 


they were to be thrust and kept under by long-tailed devils, 
with three-tined pitchforks. There was no fear of a huge 
angry God to pass judgment and condemn them to eternal 
misery because, with the brain and heart he had given 
them, they denied that he was an infinite monster, and that 
an illegitimate Jew was his son. They left this world in 
the calm assurance that they would go back whence they 
came—to nature and eternal quiet. They had no hope of 
sharing in the pomp of heaven and no dread of the mise- 
ries of hell Their friends were not agonized by the 
thought that perhaps they had neglected some rite of the 
church necessary to salvation—had forgotten some little 
particular, or in their inmost heart of hearts doubted some 
passage of scripture, or were perhaps not certain whether, 
to *' take," baptism ought to be by sprinkling or immersion, 
or whether they were entirely sound on the whole five 
points—and had not, after all, gone to hell. It was not to 
them as it was to: the Rev. Albert Barnes, ''all dark, dark 
to my soul ;” but the good they had done lighted the way, 
and they passed over quietly, knowing that if there be anoth- 
er world they had done the best their opportunities would 
allow them to flt themselves to enjoy it. How much more 
manly it is to depend thus, to feel confident of our own 
good intentions, than to depend upon the merits of another 
—to say we blindly believe what our reason rejects, and 
endeavor to get floated into heaven on the blood of a 


persons. This is a nice atate of affairs, when people against ''savior" who could not save himself from an ignominious 


death ! 

The he, she, or it who feels such solicitude for us evi- 
dently felt that we would spurn this offer to let us come 
back to Jesus, and hazards its reputation as a prophet that 
**your (our) death will also be the dreadful horror of 
remorse and despair.” We differ with it. Unless we get 
softening of the brain and turn Christian, we hope to pass 
away, when our time comes, as quietly as Paine, as peace- 
fully as Voltaire, as nobly as hav our friends, and not cry- 

ing, “My God! my God! why hast thou forsaken me ?" 
If it writes to us again it will please sign its name, 


— 99——— ————— 


NEW BOOKS. 


On the last page of this issue of THE TRUTH SEEKER will 
be found a list of new books which we hav added to our 
stock. We hav bought the books, plates, tracts, etc., 
of C. P. Somerby, and he has gone out of business. 
i Failing health has forced his retirement, and we hav pur- 
chased his books at a low rate, which enables us to reduce 
the prices. We hav put the ‘Martyrdom of Man," one of 
the best Liberal books ever published, at $2, a reduction 
‘of one dollar. Tyndall’s ** Advancement of Science,” con- 
taining the Belfast Inaugural and the famous articles on 
Prayer, with portrait and Biographical Sketch of Prof. 
Tyndall, bound in eloth, has been reduced from one dollar 
to fifty cents. Bound in paper, 25 cents. The ‘‘ Issues of 
the Age," by Henry C. Pedder, has been placed at one 
dollar. - The former price was $1.50. “ʻA Few Words 
About the Devil,” by Charles Bradlaugh, price $1.50, is 
one of the works which every Liberal wants. The Tracts 
are by the very ablest English Liberal authors. In quanti- 
ties we will giv the same discount on them that we do on 
those printed by ourselves. We hope to sell a good many 
of them. 

Of course in purchasing this stock Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
has assumed obligations which will hav to be fulfilled, but 
we believe the Liberals want these books, and we want 
to supply them. Tas TRUTH SEEKER is destined to be 
come the great Liberal paper of the country and headquar- 


ters for Liberal publications. Mr. Somerby had no means 
for making known to the public the value of these publica- 
tions, and we hav undertaken it, feeling it to be not only a 
good thing for Taz TRUTH SEEKER but for our friends 1l 


over the country a8 well. 
mo 


A Card from Mr, Somerby, 


To THE LIBERAL PusBLIC: I hav sold out my stock of 
Libera] books and pamphlets to D. M. Bennett, and cor- 
dially recommend all in want of excellent Liberal literature 
to send their orders to him,  Freethinkers who hav not 
already secured all of these publications should at once do 
so. No one can longer afford to be without ‘‘The Martyr- 
dom of Man: a Compendium of Universal Hibtory ,” 
* Nathaniel Vaughan," one of the very best Freethought 
and labor-reform novels ; “A Few Words about the Devil ;" 
Bradlaugh’s sarcastic and logical work, and others. Un- 
usually good and cheap weapons'for missionary work are 
the witty, spicy, and unanswerable ‘‘Iron-clad” and 
'* Manna" pamphlets, written by the leading and most 
able English Fréethinkers. I trust my former patrons will 
send whatever orders they may hav to Mr. Bennett. 

C. P. Sommrsy. 


A Letter from Elizur Wright. 


Boston, Mass., Feb. 20, 1880. 
EDITOR or TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: The inclosed [$10] 
will, I hope, somewhat more than extinguish my debt to Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER, and I shall want Mr. Bennett’s book as 
‘soon as it is published, I am glad to see his plucky letter’ 
to the President, and do not envy the feelings of the latter 
when he reads it. In the matter of Mr, Bennett’s trial and 
imprisonment, the '* powers that be" in this *' republic "— 
no matter who ordained them—hav, in my opinion, brought 
the greatest disgrace upon it which it or any of its states 

hav suffered since the hanging of John Brown. 
Yours truly, ELIZUR WRIGHT. 


OO Or 


Mns. Cora 8. V. Ricumonp will lecture at the Academy 
of Music, Rochester, N. Y., Tuesday evening, March 2d. 
This is the first time for many years that Mrs, Richmond 
has visited that city to lecture, and this being near her na- 
tive town, she will be cordially welcomed by early friends, 
and many whe hav in later years accepted the facts and 
philosophy of modern Spiritualism, of which she has become 
such a distinguished advocate. 


el 


Wg should hav acknowledged last week the receipt of a 
cabinet-size bust of Col. Ingersoll from his publisher, C. P. 
Farrell. It is the work of the eminent artist Clark Mills, 
and is one of the very best pieces of art that gentleman has 
turned out. It is the same that we advertise, and we under- 
stand Mr. Mills is kept busily employed in supplying the 
demand. We are under obligations to Mr. Farrell for his 
kindness and liberality in adorning THE TRUTH SEEKER 
office with such a perfect likeness of so magnificent a man, 


The Truth Seeker, February’ 28, 1880. 
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F. E. ABBor quotes this with approval from the Catholic 
Review. With a few more such editors. Liberalism would 
progress rapidly—backwards: ‘‘ The greatest kindness that 
it is possible now to do the memory of Tom Paine is to let 
oblivion cover it with moss. If there is sense in the adage, 


‘Let sleeping dogs lie,’ there is greater sense in not going | 


out of our way to stir up a compost heap which time is rap- 
' idly resolving into its kindred dirt.” One of Abbot’s pecul- 
iarities is the intense gusto with which he copies and spreads 


and circulates to the extent of the limited circulation of the! 


Index all the vile flings emanating from the rotten breath- 
ings of a decaying superstition. The very worst they can 
say is too tame for his fiery spirit. Looking at his conduct 
impartially we can.only conclude that he is either an idiot 
ora traitor. We are convinced that he is not the former. 

— e ' 

Moses HuLL lectured before the Second Society of Spir- 

itualists, at Masonic Temple, this city, on Sunday last, with 
** The Comparison between the Evidences of the Resurrec- 
tion of Jesus and Those of Modern Spiritualism” for his 
subject. He spoke to large audiences morning and evening. 
Moses may be a little off color on the social question, but on 
the subjects of finance and Liberalism few are. nearer to 
the true blue. 

—  — —$- 9—-——— — ——— — 


Liberal League Notes. 


* Iv makes me almost ready to wrangle with my own 
honesty," must, hav been the thought of every one who is 
engaged in the Liberal League movement after reading 
Abbot’s indictment of us all in the Zndex of February 12th. 
“ There is not a more corrupt set of men anywhere,” says 
this oracle. Horrible to contemplate! And but one way is 
left for us to redeem our character, Elect Francis Elling- 
wood Abbot to the Presideney of the National Liberal 
League. Had we not bet'er do it? Hurrah for an Abbot 
boom ! 


Mr. JULIUS REICHRELM has set a noble example to the 
Liberals who hav money by contributing twenty-five dol- 
lars to the treasury of the National Liberal League, and tak- 
ing out a certificate of life membership. Are there not one 
hundred Liberals iu the United States who will follow Mr. 
Reichhelm’s example ? That would put into our treasury 
twenty-five hundred dollars and enable the League to push 
its work forward with greatly increased vigor. Iam sure 
that cur worthy Treasurer, Courtlandt Palmer, of 117 East 
Twenty-first. street, would be pleased to acknowledge the 
receipt of such contributions, and Prof. Rawson, our Sec- 
retary, would issue the life memberships with joy. Who 
will be the next person to take out a life membership ? 


Onz thing is already assured, and that is that the National 
Liberal League is to be a great and powerful organization, 
During the last week five auxiliary Leagues hav been 
chartered, viz.: Nos. 163, Fourth Creek, Kansas, Secretary, 
J. H. Markley ; 164, Harlan, Iowa, Secretary, Charles W. 
Potter ; 165, Moderro, California, Secretary, ©. M. Court- 
wright; 166, .Dowagiac, Michigan, Secretary, Thomas Rix; 
167, Burr Oak, Michigan. And that is not all; the able 
Spiritual journal, Mind and Matter, of Philadelphia, bravely 
comes out this week for the Liberal League movement, and 
promises hereafter to champion our Cause. This is a valu- 
able accession to our ranks and will greatly aid the movement, 
I am sure. Dr. R. C. Flower writes: '* You will find in J, 
M. Roberts (Editor of Mind and Matter) a mighty man—an 
absolute conquerer.” That is the kind of man the times 
demand. Friends of the Liberal League movement welcome 
Mind and Matter to our ranks. 


From the territory of. Dakota our earnest friend, C. H. 
Goddard, sent me by the last mail this encouraging news: 
"I hav raised the money for a charter for the Turner 
County Liberal League, which I shall take out soon. I hav 
taken steps to organize a League at Sioux Falle and one at 
Yankton. Turner League will number thirty members.” 
Iam pleased to learn Bro. Goddard is circulating many of 
Mr. Bennett's publications. 


Mrs. O. K. Smrra informs me that her friend Mrs. 
Amelia H. Colby and herself are laboring to organize 
Leagues in western New York, and I am pleased to learn 
the fact, as there is need of very much of that kind of work 
being done in the Empire state. She says: “A League 
will be organized next Sunday after our meeting at Johnson’s 
Creek, and the friends there are taking active measures to 
build a Liberal hall. I fully believe our labors here will 
result in the organization of the Spiritualists and Material- 
ists into one of the largest Liberal Leagues of the state.” 
Mrs. Smith informs me that the prospects are that a large 
auxiliary League will soon be formed in Lockport. And 
right here may I ask the Liberala of my own state to arouse 
themselves in every town and organize themselves into 
Liberal Leagues. We should hav thirty new Leagues in 
two months. 


How. CHARLES S. BAKER, member of the Assembly from 
Monroe county, I am gratified to learn, has introduced into 
the New York state Legislature a bill, to tax church prop 
erty. Mr. Baker writes to me under the date of February 
18th: 

H. L. Green, Dear Sir: Yours of 16th at hand and 
noted. Prepare and send me your petitions and they will 
be considered ty the House. The bill to tax church prop- 
erty seems to meet with general favor among a large 
majority, not only of the members of the Assembly, but 


citizens generally. Foura tuy pinum 


Friends of the Liberal League movement, now is the time 
to work for church taxation. Keep the petitions moving. 
Can't we send in fifty thousand names? Every Liberal 
should write to his representative in the Legislature to vote 
for Mr, Baker's bill. ; 


I av just read with much interest in the Banner of Light 
| of to-day the proceedings of the Northern Wisconsin Con- 
; vention of Spiritualists and Liberalists. 'The proceedings 
| throughout were of.a broad, Liberal character. Resolutions 
i in favor of church taxation and against the enactment of 
laws giving any particular class of persons the right to 
practice medicine were unanimously passed, and at the. 
close of the meeting a Liberal League, consisting of fifty- : 
one charter members, was organized. Prof. W. F. Jamie- ` 
son’s address at the Convention was highly commended. . 
Let the great body of Liberals thus work together in har- | 
mony everywhere and we shall be a power in this country. : 
“ In union there is strength.” 


TuE Fourth Annual Congress of the National Liberal 
League—Where shall it be held? Iam pleased to notice 
that this question is already being discussed in the Liberal : 
papers. And the time and place should be decided upon by | 
the first of May. Our Western friends desire to hav it held . 
in Bismarck Grove, Kansas. The only objection to that 
place willbe that it isso far west. ButI learn that Jay 
Gould, the great railroad king, is much interested in making 


ia thought that he will send an excursion train from New 
York city at very low rates to accommodate our delegates. 


hundred auxiliary Leagues. This will give us fifteen hun- 
dred delegates besides the hundreds of people who would 
like to attend the Convention if very cheap rates can be pro- 
cured. We should hav excursion rates of $15 from New 
York City, and $10 from Chicago one way, and free return 
tickets to all who attend the Convention. Some friend who 
is in the railroad business should at once see Mr. Gould and 
learn what arrangements can be made. If a certain number 
of passengers are required to be pledged, then let arrange- 
ments be made to get a list of the persons who will attend. 
This subject, of course, is for the Board of Directors to 
decide, and I am sure they will like to learn of the views of 
the friends generally. The above suggestions I make, of 
course, not as a member of that Board, but asa private in 
the ranks. But wherever we go, let all unite to make the 
next Liberal League Congress a gathering of earnest, brave 
people, whose influence will be felt throughout the whole 
country. H. L. GREEN. 
Salamanca, N. Y., Feb. 22, 1880. 


P. 8.—1f arrangements of the above character can be 
made, it will bea grand opportunity for our friends general- 
ly to make a visit to the great West. The Congress should 
be held the last of Avgust. 


— —à9————————— 


Iowa Notes.—Other Facts. 


County Chairmen hav been appointed as follows: 

Bremer, Mat:hew Farrington, Denver; Clinton, Mrs. 
Anna T. Wild, Clinton; Dubuque, H. Gilmore, Farley; 
Fayette, Jerome Carter, Randalia ; Jackson, A. L. Potter, 
La Motte; Bcott, Mrs. M. L. Follett, Le Claire. 

These are all good workers. Mr. Farrington is President 
of the Liberal League of Northern Iowa—the liveliest 
League in the state—judging from all appearances. To 
Mrs. Wild is due no small share of the credit for the build- 
ing up of the Liberal Society ia Clinton. Messrs. Gilmore, 
Carter, and Potter are laying out their work, appointing 
township committees, circulating documents, and doing all 
else possible for the good cause. They hav a Freethought 
Library Association at Farley, and Mr. Gilmore assures me 
that “ revivals” didn’t revive worth a cent in that town, 
I hear the same good news from all over the state, wherever 
the Liberals are alive and aggressive. 

Mrs. Follett ‘still livs,” although reported dead by a 
TRUTH SEEKER correspondent (a chirographical or typo- 
graphical blunder, probably) She has established a circu- 
lating Freethought library, and in the last number of the 
Le Claire Pilot calls. upon the Liberals of Scott county to 
rally to her assistance and help her organize the county by 
townships in these counties. Let the true friends of secu- 
larism help these men and women to the full extent of their 
ability. Do not forget to send them stamps to defray ex- 
penses of correspondence. 

About fifteen towns in Iowa are talking of organizing 
Leagues, and the necessary instructions and documents hav 
been forwarded. "There are five times that many towns and 
Cities having a sufficient number of Liberals to form good, 
strong Leagues if these Freethinking men and women but 
awake to the vital necessity for combination upon the part 
of noncomformists. 

We want no more Heywood and Bennett imprisonments 
in this country. 


A PREACHER in a Certain inland city of this state has got 
into the now somewhat fashionable habit. of having his 
hearers hand up to him questions to be answered then and | 
there. A few Sundays ago this question was presented: 
“Can the devil bein two places at the same time?" With- 
out a moment’s hesitation the ‘‘ Oracle of the living God" 
answered: ‘‘No, certainly not. If he could be in two 
places at the same moment, he might. be in four or ten or | 
twenty. No, the devil is not omnipresent, but he has an 
inconceivably rapid power of motion!” All temptation 
comes from his sulphurous majesty, we are assured by the 
gaints. In the light of the above explanation how comes 
it that millions of people in different parts of the world are 
tempted at the same moment ? 


Mns. H. S. LAKE and Mr. Peck hav performed a grand 
work in Clinton. A Liberal society was organized, and ! 
regular Sunday meetings are held. When Mrs. Lake first i 
went there, about eight months ago, there were but three | 


Bismarck Grove the great gathering place of the West, and it ' 


By the time the Congress meets weshall have at least three , 


honest sentiments. The ecclesiastical power and influence 
has been exerted to the utmost to prevent organization and 
to break up the Sungay meetings, but in this they hav not 
succeeded. "The Freethought Hall is crowded to overflow- 
ing each Sunday and the interest is increasing. The 
churches hav been unable to get up a revival this winter, 
and s0 the light spreads. 


Tuk Liberals of Iowa and of the country generally would 
do well to secure Mrs. Lake for a course of lectures. 


CLARKE IRVINE, EsQ., of Oregon, Mo., will speak upon 
the living issues of the hour, at any point within one hun- 
dred miles of his home, after April,1st, for his expenses. 
Readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER need not to be told that 
Mr. Irvine is intelligent and able and that he realizes the 
grave and imminent dangers which menace our constitu- 
tional rights and our religious and civil liberties. 


Bro. C. H. Gopparp, of Dakota, is fast organizing his 


territory. E. C. WALKER. 
Florence, Iowa, Feb. 19, 1880. : i 


A Good Change. 


Wm. E. Coleman having resigned his position on the 
i State and National Liberal League Committee in Kansas, 
' caused by his removal to the Presidio, San Francisco, Cal., 
.the vacancy on the National Liberal League Committee has 
been filled by the appointment of Prof. O. A. Phelps. 
Hereafter my post-office address will be Box 186, Wyan- 
dotte, Kan. E. CaMPFIELD, Ch. Ex, Com. 


t 


Local Liberal Leagues. 


O. A. Phelps writes from Frankfort, Kan., February 2d : 
“ Formed a good League here Jast. night; J. Weisbach, 
President, ànd J. A. Weston, Secretary. I also had the 
pleasure of organizing a League at Arrington, Kan.. Feb. 
ruary 15th, numbering twenty-two charter members. Plenty 
of material for future growth. R. A. Van Winkle, Presi- 
dent ; 8. H. Quil!on, Secretary.” 


1 
i 


i 
i 


Another League. 


At Bear Lake, Mich., W. F. Jamieson organized a Liberal 
i League of seventeen members, with Mr, D. D. Smith as 
S eretary. Doubtless the League wiil apply suon for a 
charter, as Mr. Jamieson recommended the members to do. 
Mr. Jamieson's next engagement is at Manistee, Mich. 
Address him there. 

— ee 


Liberal League No. 160. 


To rug EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: We held 
our first meeting under our new charter for Hope (Kansas) 
Liberal League, No. 160, on February 14, 1880. Although 
we are a new League we are not new in the cause of Liber- 
aliam. We hav had a Freethinkers' organization for three 
years, and had over thirty lectures last winter by as good 
Liberal speakers as this part of the '*fold" furnishes. We 
hav adopted a plan which we hope other Leagues which are 
older and more able than we are may adopt. It consists of 
a gratuitous donation from time to time for the benefit of 
the State Liberal League. I fail to see any other source of 
revenue to sustain the cause in the states. We hav put our 
shoulder to the wheel and it is rolling grandly. Let us not 
look back. Yours fraternally, MARTIN PEACE, 

Becretary. 


Hope, Kan., Feb. 16, 1880. 
— M 


Iowa Enterprise. 


To THE EDITOR or TuE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: The Lib- 
eral League of Northern Iowa has üecome a large affair, 
and is increasing every day. We now number into the hun- 
dreds, and a more intelligent and educated assembly does 
not meet than our League. We meet the fourth Sunday of 
each month, and the interest displayed is encouraging to the 
Liberal heart. We are too powerful here to be snubbed, 
and receive little abuse from bigotry. Occasionally a 
stranger in our parts assaulis us from the pulpit, but not 
often. Yours for liberty and equality, 

M. E. BrirnriNG8, Bec'y. M. FARRINGTON, Pres. 

Waverly, Towa. 


Hopeful Signs. 


To THE EDITOR OF TRE TRUTH BEEXER, Sir: Some two 
years ago I gave the first Liberal lecture in Marengo, N.Y., 
that had ever been heard there. It was openly declared by 
some that they expected to see the Lord strike me dead for 
my blasphemy. But nothing of the kind cccurred, and the 
only remarkable but quite natural incident connected with 
those prophecies aud evil prophets was the arrest of one of 
them for stealing a pocketbook belonging to a young lady. 

Bince my first lecture I hav visited the place a number of 
times, and ventilated the old fables of mythology and inspi- 
ration, A few weeks ago while there I was surprised when 
invited to attend a debating school, at which the question 
for discussion was, ** Resolved, that Christian teachings do 
more harm than good." The debate took place as wasantici- 
pated in the schoolhouse. Some pious ones objected to 
having such a meeting held there, but a few men of char- 
acter and influence came forward and said, ‘‘ Very well ; if 
you object to having debates in the schoolhouse, we shall 
object to having any more preaching there.” The house 
was filled and the debate was interesting ; and when the 
hour for adjournment arrived, a strong desire for another 
discussion was expressed, and the following question was 
accepted and disputants appointed: ‘‘ Resclved that the 
teachings of the Bible are immoral.” Is not this a hopeful 


outspoken Liberals, known as such, in Clinton—of course ' sign, when Christianity is thus arraigued by public senti- 
there were other secularists—but they were in fear of the' ment and challenged to make good its claims or quit the 
church and dared not ceme out openly and express their field ? W. S. BELL, 
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Communications. 


An Open Letter to B. F. Ünderwood. 


Dear Sie: If you are correctly reported in the Chicago 
Inter-Ocean of Dacember 10th, I need offer no apology for 
addressing you this ''Open Letter," for it will not be 
expected of one of the '* tag-rag and bobtail " supporters of 
Mr. Bennett to manifest any of those fine elements of polish 
‘for which the cultured Bostonians of the Abbot school are 
so eminent. I address you from the standpoint of one of 
the great army of human toilers who earn a living for them- 
selves and families by constant, unremitting labor at the 
material productive industries, aad who, after a hard day’s 
work in the shop, factory, or field, hav little time to devote 
to the cultivation of the mind, especially in its higher, 
esthetic sense. We hav sought, as opportunity offered, to 
acquaint ourselves with the best known forms of govern- 
ment, to understand, as near as possible, our human rela- 
tions and duties, and to perceive, without prejudice, what 
existed in the popular thought and action inimical to the 
well-being of our fellow-creatures. These acquisitions 
came necessarily from active reason, some reading, good 
listening, and constant observation. 

We soon discovered that slavery, intemperance, and 
superstition were the ‘‘trinity in unity” that held ‘‘ high 
carnival" at the expense of liberty, society, and reason— 
the first the “t sum of all viliainies," the second the reign of 
madness, and the third a poisonous mildew that turns to 
rottenness the best fruits of the mind and heart. 

Perceiving how much happiness this human trio were 
destroying, we began to consider what weapons were most 
essential to counteract their evil tendencies, Action, 
action, action, rang in the earsof the soul with, no uncer- 
tain sound. We must work, and that at once. The voice, 
the pen, the life, must tell the indignation we felt against 
these relics of barbarism. 

We looked around to see who were the workers in this 
field, and saw at a single glance a goodly number of brave 
men and women. Who were the sturdy pioneers? The Gar- 
risons, Kneelands, Motts, Owens, Hares, Davis, Theodore 
Parker, and thousands of others equally great. They used 
strong language, and they were called coarse, vulgar, blas- 
phemous, and Infidels. Samuel J. May, in Garrison’s early 
career, said to him, “Mr. Garrison, you are too heated, too 
intemperate, in your utterances.” Mr. Garrison replied, ‘‘I 
must needs be, for there are mountains of ice to-melt.” As 
Mr. Garrison then felt, so feel all heroic souls when they 
realize the magnitude of the great crime against the race by 
the machinations of church and state. 

Buch being the facts in the case, you must not expect the 
class to which I belong.to deal in cultured phrases like your- 
self. To this class Mr. Bennett belongs, Like Garrison, 
he calls things by their right names. He does not '* equiv- 
ocate, he will not retract a single inch,“and he will be 
heard." This honesty offends your fastidious taste; this 
earnestness and bravery is a constant rebuke to your 
would-be sugar-coated affability; and the general, as well as 
generous, appreciation of these excellent qualities by very 
far the greater portion of the most staunch Materialists and 
Spiritualists isan offense you cannot forgive. 

You find fault with Mr. Bennett’s management of THE 
Taura SEEKER. Pray tell me how it happens that so 
many of the longest and true-supporters of the Index prefer 
it to Abbot’s paper—the more especially when they hav 
been so long under the inspiring influence of his and your 
teachings? 

You can hardly feel flattered at the success of your highly 
polished and chaste style of assailing the popular evils 
against Which the Index editor formulated such excellent 
“Demands.” 

What do you expect to gain by this pitiless warfare to 
injure an unarmed man, who to-day is suffering in a prison 
for the advocacy of principles you hav labored many years 
to propagate? "You are too intelligent to believe your own 
assertion, or to hav any faith in the plea of obscenity. You 
know it will not bear any legal, intellectual, or moral test. 
His offense was his dead earnestness against mental tyr- 
anny and slavery in the name of religion. "T' was this, and 
this only. Mr. Bennett's honesty is put beyond the perad. 
venture of a doubt. He will not lie to save his reputation, 
to retain his friends, or to preserve THE TRUTH SEEKER— 
the almost idol of his life work. Whata grand soul! It 
touches the highest altitude of heroism and moral rectitude. 

Mr. Bennett ig getting widely known. Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER is well advertised by this new trinity, viz., the 
spiritual Bundy, the fastidious and chaste Underwood, and 
the immaculate Abbot. Thanks, gentlemen, thanks for 
your timely but unintentional aid. The friends of Mr. 
Bennett and his paper are legion. Their voices and purses 
hav the true ring. The National Liberal League is enlarg- 
ing in numbers and activities rapidly, and the '' unkindest 
cut of all" to the pure and immaculate Abbotonians is the 
resolve of cultured Cornell that they do not indorse what 
Abbot and Underwood say of those who supplanted Abbot 
by electing Elizur Wright as President of the League, '' for 
they believe those that sustain Mr. Wright and the old 
League to be pure, earnest workers in the great Liberal 
field." Mr. Underwood, what has been the nature of your 
work ? and what paper was your special organ ? Regarding 
the first query our constituency are we!l posted. With ref- 
erence to the latter, 'twasno less than the brave Investigator. 
You sought the destruction of Christianity, believing it to 
be a superstition that militated against the well-being of the 
human race, As regards your treatment of Mr. Bennett, 
the Investigator is against you. As one of the Liberal Spir- 
itualists, I admired your ability, and thought, as I now 
think, that your work was a useful one; holding, as you 


man, scheme of salvation, and plenarily inspired Bible, are a 
tissue of the greatest absurdities possible for the human 
mind to conceive, that has produced as much mental degra- 
dation, and more sacrifice of human life, than any system 
of theology ever known. . 

We hav tolerated your, to us, very crude notions of hu- 
man destiny, being willing to concede your honesty of pur- 
pose in the line you had chosen. In your debate with Ada 
Ballou, in Juliet, at which I took notes, you said, ‘‘ as you 
stood beside the grave of your father, {ie thought was a sad 
one, that this was the end of life," We hav no such feel- 
ings. While standing by the bedside of my dying mother, 
and saw the sweetest smile I ever beheld play upon her 
features as her dear sou! left the form, I was assured we 
should meet again in the higher walks of progressive life, 
where the unfolding of the powers that commence here will 
find ample fields for their enjoyment and cultivation. 
Your work, in part, was to destroy this hope, not perhaps 
intentionally, but by a process of reasoning that left no 
principle on which it might rest. I know you purposed to 
make this life sweeter, mankind more noble, reason more 
free, and human liberty devoid of all shackles that would 
mar true human happiness, For all this you had my hearty 
good speed, for I esteemed your labors fruitful of much 
good. ‘‘Credit where credit is due." To this same “ tag- 
rag and bobtail,” viz , the radical, uncultured, Spiritualistic 
workers of both sexes, whose pioneer labors throughout 
the land wrought such marvels for free speech and incisive 
thought, hav you been greatly indebted for your success. 
They cleared away much of the rubbish, agitated the pools 
of stagnant thought, and set people to thinking as they 
never thought before, bringing the names of Thomas Paine 
and his class of reasoners more fairly and squarely before 
the public, into the arena of honest discussion, in a single 
decade than your class of workers did in half a century. 
They enabled timid, polished, and cultured Unitarianism to 
show a bold front, bold enough to claim Theodore Parker 
as one of themselves. This is my definition of your posi- 
tion. Some years ago you told me that ‘‘ much of your time 
was spent in discussion, and that the Campbellites were 
always ready for a debate." This necessarily drew toward 
you many warm and ardent friends, Their enthusiastic 
admiration of your abilities as a scholar and speaker added 
fuel to the flame of natural human vanity. In connection 
with this you were feasted and treated to the best in the 
fairest homes, and kept continually above the conditions 
common to the mass of the people, and were led to believe 
you were born to be a leader. This thought in due time 
assumed such proportions to the eyes of your distempered 
vanity that it led you to assume a kind of mental dictator- 
Ship. ln this condition you fret and chafe to see how others 
of rougher but more unselfish grain outstrip you. Mr. 
Bennett wields a claymore, you an elegant poniard ; he 
cleaves to the vitals, you simply irritate. ‘Your pills are so 
sugar-coated that you expect the patient to swallow them 
without knowing it. All this truckling is the result of a 
weak personal ambition that has no place in the vigorous 
philosophy of the Investigator. To gratify this ambition 
you resort to means below and beneath your knowledge 
and natural good sense, were the latter free from the taint 
of selfish vanity. In all candor, which are preferable, Mr. 
Bennett’s unpolished statements of truth or your varnished 
falsehoods ? Mr. Bennett’s manly confession of his mistake 
or your dogged persistency to maintain a wrong, under the 
guise of injured innocence and purity ? His broad spirit of 
catholicity for those who differ from him in thought and 
their mode of expressing it or your fastidious taste of dic- 
tation and sweeping condemnation of those who are your 
peers in ability and superiors in liberal generosity ? Your 
puerile threat and assertion that Robert G. Ingersoll and 
all other good people had left Mr. Bennett—which includes 
the ‘‘tag-rag and bobtail” with him—would not kill or 
frighten us were it true. Many of us hud worked for years 
in this field before Mr. Ingersoll was known to the public 
atlarge. We gladly welcome him in his noble efforts in 
—to us—the right direction ; in some others, especially 
finance, we think him weak and frivolous, ` 

These ideas are as Mresistible in their progress as the 
downward sweep of the glaciers ; and whatever stands in 
the way of their movement will be swept aside or crushed 
beneath them. ` Ingersoll, Underwood, Abbot, and Bennett 
may help but cannot control them. All might die at once, 
and though it would be a source of regret, especially in the 
case of the latter, still the work would go on. By the 
process of mental and spiritual evolution the fittest truths 
would survive, which fact in itself should rebuke and pre- 
vent the growth of petty personal ambitions. My only 
desire is to work in the ranks of the toilers, and toliv ir 
harmony with the principles of truth and equity as I under- 
stand them. As one who believes there is much good in 
your nature, and much useful ability in your usually clear 
brain, I would ask you to stop and ponder the situation, 
considering for a moment that you may be mistaken, and 
that the great majority of your true friends, who take 
exception to your present course, may bein theright. Be 
as brave as Mr. Bennett; dare to confess that in this erratic 
course and cruel tirade of narrowness you were foolish, and 
be assured that though Ingersoll, Abbot, and all your im- 
maculate ones forsake you, we will not. Our arms wait for 
the returning prodigal, our hearts beat with the old love 
and tenderness ; for, though coarse, we will not denominate 
those who differ from us as ‘‘ tag-rag and bobtail,” and will 
not charge even with Freelove those who disclaim it. 
Neither will we take up the clap-trap phrases of our ene- 
mies to misrepresent E. H. Heywood and that school of 
thinkers and honest workers. I will not forget how Mr. 
Heywood, immediately after he graduated, enlisted in the 
antislavery ranks, throwing the weight of his talents and 
labors in favor of the downtrodden slave. His nature is 


did, that the Ohristian cosmogony of creation, its fall of ! not an obscene one, His work, ‘‘ Cupid’s Yokes,” is schol- 


arly and philosophical; and though,’ like Mr. Bennett and 
yourself, I am a strong monogamist, I am not quite sure 
that any or all three of us could answer Mr, Heywood’s 
argument, Till that time comes I shall deai in no condem- 
nation, as better men than I hav had to change their opin- 
ions. Science herself occupies the shifting sands of muta- 
bility. The law of evolution carries away many of its cob 
houses ; and until we rise above all narrowness of theologi- 
cal and scientific sects and the vanity of personal ambition, 
and occupy the solid position of willing learners at the 
fountain of truth, for truth's sake, we make a sorry figure 
in our claim to the title of upright Liberals. 


Your sincere well-wisher, GEORGE LYNN. 
Lockport, IU. . 


The Changes of Time. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir; The 
population of all the world increases more now. in twenty- 
flve years than it did in olden times in a thousand years. 
We to-day liv under conditions never known until 
very lately. Only within a very few years hav we come to 
full use of steam, electricity, the press, etc. Asa proof of 
how very different our life is from our forefathers' take our 
language. It is known that language tends to change 
rapidly. Thus let à people who talk the same language set. 
tle in half a dozen different counties, and hav no communi- 
cation with each other outside of each county. In about 
three generations they cannot understand each other. The 
tongue of each county becomes different from that of the 
others. Even to-day the mass of the people of England 
cannot understand each other out of their several counties. 
People of adjoining counties that once used the same 
tongue, by remaining isolated from e&ch other hav come to 
use à dialect different from each other. So in this isolated 
way hav all people lived until of late. Butour country was 
settled so nearly to the new era that, though we hav spread 
over a continent, and hav incorporated with us many hun- 
dreds of thousands of different-speaking people, yet we use 
the very same words and sounds. Such is the enormous 
influence of the new conditions the world now livs under; 
and not only are people of the same nation growing homo- 
geneous, but all the world is rapidly becoming as one peo- 
ple. In short, the measure of the difference between the 
new condition and the old is bestshown by the fact that 
journeys which formerly required a month, delays and bad 
roads included, are now done in two or three days, while 
verbal communication is almost instantaneous. In labor 
and production of all important kinds there is the same 
difference between the old and new time. Anad we see that 
each improvement is merely like a step to higher planes 
where we can see the need and use for still more and obtain 
the means of making more. It-would seem as though there 
is no limit to this progress. The impossible of ten years 
ago is attained, and still higher reaches made. 

But we are merely beginning to employ the great discov- 
eries. Time and cheaper modes will make all of them in 
common use. We scarcely begin to feel their influence on 
our physical life, Socially, politically, and morally we are 
living under modes of doing that were prescribed for the 
old conditions, and that are totally unfit for the coming 
man. They stand in the way just as monarchism and 
slavery did, only they are farther along in the way. It was 
the diffusion of knowledge that abolished absolutism in 
government in western Europe and the united colonies, 
Steam and lightning and mechanism abolished slavery here. 
He who twattles that 'twas religion and the Constitution 
forgets it was founded in a more religious age, and by the 
very authors of that Constitution. And what things do yet 
stand to be overthrown by the conditions now arising 
through the ten thousand new applications of steam, elec- 
tricity, and other forces of nature, to every art and desire: 
of man? Every institution, combination, privilege, monop- 
oly, custom, statute, social caste, moral or religious ideas, 
every imagined thing that stands in the way of the universal 
solidarity of all the peoples of all the nations must perish. 
And yet there arealways some persons who think the world 
was finished at certain times, and that government must 
last forever just as it isin their day. They think now that 
slavery was about the last evil, and since its end the millen - 
nium of perfection ha8 come. "They seem not to know that 
when new conditions arise old blessings clung to become 
positive curses. There never was atime in history when 
abuses swarmed us as they do to-day, and when institutions 
once framed for man’s benefit and protection hav become 
means of most outrageous imposition and oppression. It is 
because we do not recognize this that we are drifting 
towards a time cf tribulation such as has not been since the 
world began. B 

One of the things that offer the most glaring incongru- 
ities with new conditions is a legislative body composed of 
heterogeneous members in large numbers, having no limit 
to its power of enacting statutes (we will not call them laws), 
save the veto of another accidental person, or their own idea 
of the Constitution, that Constitution being a mere paper 
with no living voice to defend itself. 

Many years ago, when no man hardly could read, and it. 
took months to ascertain the people's will, it was necessary 
to giv a numerous representation in order to get at the peo- 
ple’s will. But to-day, when every voter is a politician fully 
as intelligent as his representative, and the expresscd will 
of the nation can be gathered in a few hours, numbers in 
representation hav become an absurdity. Moreover, it is a 
means of eluding responsibility, the congressman, like a 
juryman, being lost in the crowd. Irresponsible statute- 
making, proceeding under a:dumb Constitution in a geo- 
metrical ratio, what must result? Anarchy. Not one- 
tenth of the representatives know or care what statute is 
enacted so long:as they get their own particular measure 
through, The Constitution becomes in practice a nullity, 
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or though all may know a measure is a violation of it, yet 
it becomes enforced the same as though it were lawful. i 
Nothing but resistance and a suit in courts, where an indiot- 
ment is ruin, and delays are endless, cau nullify it, More 
and more courts must be made, of an inferior character, 
where judges appointed for political services are not gen- 
erally above the ordinary justice-of-the-psace mark. Here, 
then, are all the dearest rights, liberties, conveniences, and 
comforis of all the people at the mercy of finally a body of 
inferior aud irresponsible men. The dearest of man’s 
rights, one for which our British forefathers fought and 
bled, the right of being tried in his county, or the ‘‘ county | 
of the fact," as they called it, has become annihilated. The 
rustic, once owner of his own home, is so no longer. If he 
has used a bit of bunting with the stars and stripes on it as 
an advertisement, or refused to reply to impertinent ques- 
tions, as he may suppose, put to him by the first tramp that 
comes along, let him beware! He may be indicted for some 
offense and carried hundreds of miles and thrown into jail 
for want of bondsmen, and put to costs enough to sweep his 
little home from his title and possession. These two are 
cited out of a hundred possible cases of violation of United 
States criminal statutes. Even if acquitted there is no reim- 
bursement for costs he has been obliged to pay in securing 


his witnesses’ attendance, The result must be that the peo- 
‘ple become unprincipled, cowardly, revengeful, and un- 
patriotic. 

And yet every criminal statute of Congress, except those 
to punish treason (as defined), counterfeiting United States 
coins and securities, piracy, crimes on the high seas, and 
offenses against the Jaws of nations, or in the army, navy, 
District, etc., is in direct violation of that Constitution, and 
‘80 ig null and void, or else words hav no meaning. Such 
acts are of no more lawful force than the resolutions of a 
village debating school, And so did‘ the nation determine 
when Jefferson was elected. Even were the language doubt- 
ful, wherever before was there known to be a strained con- 
struction to create a crime, and that a crime of the mala 


prohibita order? When such things can be done by leg- 
islatures, courts, and executives, when statutes are enacted 
in violation of the prime law which declares them null, and 
they are contrary to the traditions of centuries of judicial 
proceedings which hav disfavored mala prohibita, either the 
people are too ignorantto know what has been done, or else 
their hearts must become full of loathing and contempt for 
the whole government. And such is now taking place 
among all the people, The forms of party action still 
operate, and elections are held, but the people are really 
coming to deapise this government. Great wrongs done to 
individuals are reflected upon by the masses, Tae people 
are being educated in a direction that those who occupy the 
positions wealth givs them little suspect. Were we all 
determined to quiescence, yet events would shock and 
drive us, And events are created by those most interested 
in peace, by those whom the gods hav made mad for their 
own purposes, CLARK IRVINE. 
Oregon, Mo., Feb. 3, 1880. 


Liberalism. 


A little less than a hundred years ago, and during the 
Reign of Terror in France, an inmate of one of the prisons 
of Paris commenced and perfected an undertaking that 
made his name immortal; but, like the majority of people 
who labor for the enlightenment and liberty of mankind, 
he went down to his grave amid poverty, contempt, and the 
maledictions of a majority of the people of Europe and 
America. ' 

The prisoner was Thomas Paine, and nis undertaking 
was that magnificent monument erected over the remains 
of bigotry, superstition, and religious intolerance of 
eighteen centuries—his '* Age of Reason.” 

Viewed in the light of to-day, the work is regarded as a 
mild and conservative, but conclusive, argument against 
errors in theology and ignorant or wilful blundering in the 
translation of biblical history. The author, while denying 
the absolute divinity of the scriptures, had nevertheless a 
latent reverence for them, which is essentially wanting in the 
advanced Liberalist of 1880. While he proved conclusively 
that the priests of the orthodox Protestant and Catholic 
Churches were teachiag false doctrines and warring against 
reason and common sense, he appeared to regard their 
actions as errors of the head, and not of the heart. And 
yet the “ Age of Reason” awakened the anger and resent- 
ment of ninety-nine one-hundredths of the people of the 
civilized world, It was met with abuse and vituperation 
instead of argument, Public opinion placed its author 
below the level of the vilest criminal, and only the dis- 
turbed condition of political affairs in Europe saved him 
from the vengeance of the church. 

But from the advent of this little volume can we date the 
birth of religious liberty, For over half a century its 
growth was feeble, and it is only for the past ten or fifteen 
years that it has begun to approach maturity. 

There are few among us who cannot recollect the time 
when the powerful Liberal element of America was in its 
feeble infancy, and‘there are few of us who were not at one 
time anxious to see its feeble life stamped out ; and while 
we wonder to-day at our blihdness, we hav no difficulty in 
accounting for the enmity we bore it. 

There is nothing more difficult to eradicate from the 
human mind than the doctrines and traditions taught us 
during our youth. We then accepted as fixed and immuta- 
ble facta every statement that came from the lips of those 
we loved and respected. The likes and dislikes of our 
teachers and favorite ministers were our likes and dislikes. 
We loved things which they professed to love, and cordially 
hated what they invited us to hate. It has been a settled 
principle with churchmen for generations to labor more in 
inculcating their creeds and dogmas in the minds of chil- 
dren than in those of mature growth, and to this principle 


can be attributed the strength of the orthodox church 
to-day; and your children and mine hav or will doubtlessly 
be iaduced to follow in the same beaten track that we hav 
traveled, and will go forth into the world filled with the same 
superstitions that were once ours, unless we, who hav, after 
years of religious slavery, emerged from our bondage, shall 
provide for them some attractions that shall counterbalance 
those of the hot-beda of the churches—the Sunday-schools. 

There are few reforms that are at first popular with the 
masses Of the people, and Liberalism has proved no excep- 
tion t: the rule. Hardly two decades hav passed since an 
Infidel was pointed out to the rising generation as an indi- 
vidual to be abhorred and avoided, Ten or fifteen years 
ago the man or woman that expressed a doubt as to the 
divinity of the Bible was ostracised from the seciety of 
church people, and the person who had the temerity to ridi- 
cule the manner in ‘which au avowed savior was brought 
upon the earth was solemnly excommunicated from inter- 
course with his Christian neighbor. 

And even at this time the proscriptions against the Free- 
thinker are numerous and vexatious. While the social 
terrorism that was once used to hold himin check is no 
longer used by the more intelligent church people ss an 
antidote for skepticism, there are yet on the statute books of 
the most of our states laws which are plainly intended as, 
bulwarks against religious liberty and safeguards for bigotry 
and religious intolerance. Under these laws the Liberalist, 
while conforming, to all intents and purposes, te all the 
requisites of true manhood and to every essential feature 
that is needed to make him a worthy and useful citizen, is 
liable, at the wil of his religious opponents, to arrest, trial, 
and fine or imprisonment. | 

It is true that the resistless march of progress and civili- 
zation has rendered these enactments partially obsolete, but 
they are obstacles in our path which it is our mission, as 
Liberalists, to remove. Free and untrammeled thought, 
and free and untrammeled action, within the bounds of 
reason, propriety, and the duty we owe to our fellow-men, 
is what we demand and what we will eventually secure, 


As à member of your League, I hav no desire to war with 
churches, tenets, or creeds. I am willing to concede to 
every man and woman his or her perfect and unlimited 
right to believe in any dogma, superstition, or tradition; 
‘and while I may fail to approve of the judgment of those 
people who let credulity, bigotry, and superstition weigh 
down the teachings of common sense, philosophy, and sci- 
ence, yet Ihav no right to Judge their motives or doubt 
their sincerity. The most perfect liberty of belief is the 
unalienable right of every American Citizen, and, as a Free- 
thinker, I only ask of others the same rights, immunities, 
and privileges which I claim for myseif, I hav only my 
own fallible judgment with which to weigh the motives and 
deeds of people of diverse views; and I am willing to sub- 
scribe to the doctrine of Pope when he says, 


his idols for all coming time. And thus to the close of the 
almost endless list of diverse religious beliefs. 

But the new dispensation promises nothing to the miser 
or voluptuary. It appeals to the reason and not to the 
passions, Its advocates hav started out on an educational 
mission instead of a fanatical crusade., It teaches men and 
women that they must bear their own sins and work out 
their own atonement. It teaches that a violation of natural 
and moral laws is no less a crime because the person who 
violates them does it under a religious pretext, It teaches 
that the barbaric and bloody customs of three thousand 
years ago should no longer be held up before the people of 
this age for their admiration and emulation. It teaches that 
there is a natural and philosophical reason or explanation 
for creation and every event that has occurred since the 
world began its revolutions; and it"will eventually enlighten 
and reform the civilized world and crush out bigotry, 
superstition, and fauaticism under the stern logic of fact, 

The assertion that the Liberalist is an enemy to morality, 
education, and the laws of his country bears its falsity upon 
its face. While human nature is the same, whether in 
priest or Infidel, and viee and immorality is by no means 
confined to any class, sect, or profession, we can honestly 
claim that among the hosts of speakers, writers, and labor- 
ers in the cause are the best educationalists, moralists, and 
humanitsrians of the age—men and women who, instead of 
laboring to pilot a chosen few to a select and circumscribed 
orthodox heaven, are devoting their lives to the welfare and 
redemption of humanity at large. 

Let our clerical friends call us Infidels, skeptics, Atheists, 
or any other name they choose, except bigots and fanatics, 
Twenty years ago we might hav shrunk from the epithets, 
but to-day we are proud of them. The tirae has come when 
every rational, intelligent, and thinking individual who has 
ever broken loose from the fetters of religious tyranny had 
rather be called an Infidel than a Christian, an Atheist than 
a trinitarian, and an emissary of the devil than a blind and 
senseless believer in a mythical savior, 

Liberalism is not warring with anything that makes the 
human race better, wiser, or happier, but, on the contrary, 
is earnestly laboring to advance its intelligence and promote 
its prosperity and happiness. 

Reforms, having for their object the personal liberty of 
mankind, hav been countless during the past few hundred 
years, and their originators hav justly passed into history as 
philanthropists and patriots ;.but in all the reforms which 
hav been chronicled during our modern days there hav been 
none which hav been calculated to develop the moral and 
intellectual portion of our being until the Liberalists and 
Freethinkers of Europe and America began to assert their 
manhood, and formed a solid line of battle against the 
further encroachments of religious humbuggery and clerical 
charlatanism. And it is the duty of those of us who are 
here to-day to form into line with our copatriots of other 


sections. Armies are made up of individuals, and victories 
are achieved by individual bravery, and in the battle which 
has now begun between intolerance, bigotry, and supersti- 

tion, and Liberalism, progression, and enfranchised man- 

hood and womanhood, let us each remember that individual 

Morts are necessary to make the victory summary and 
ecisive. 


* For modes of grace let graceless zealots fight; 
He can't be wrong whose heart is in the right,” 


There are not, probably, in all the individuals on this 
continent who profess Liberal views, a dozen whose opin- 
ions upon religious subjects are exactly alike, and the suc- 
cess of the cause does not demand it. We hav no desire to 
be trammeled by certain fixed and unchangeable codes like 
our neighbors of the various churches. Some of us are as 
hopeful of a future life as the moat devout Baptist, Catholic, 
or Methodist; others hav no faith in a resurrection or 
well-grounded belief in an awakening beyond the grave. 
Some believe in spiritual visitations from the other world; 
others that such a phenomenon is a philosophical impossi- 
bility, But it is not for abstruse speculation on matters 
which are now, and probably ever will be, beyond the 
comprehension of the human mind that we hav banded 
ourselves together, Whatever may be in store for us in the 
future ia beyond our knowledge, but the present is tangible 
and real, and the needs and necessities of the present 
demand our active labors, For eighteen hundred years 
mankind has been battling for heaven in a selfish, cowardly, 
and barbarous manner; to gain a promised paradise, it has 
sunk every generous, manly, and noble motive, and sacri- 
ficed its honor, integrity, and common sense, The duty 
which it owed to family, friends, and the world has been 
forgotten, and, in a blind and frantic scramble for a seat 
near the great white throne, it has left behind it much that 
elevates man above the brute creation. 1 

Liberalism will within the coming few years effect a 
moral revolution. To eradicate from the human mind the 
errors and mistaken teachings of centuries is a gigantic 
task, but ove that will eventually be accomplished, There 
ig nothing in Liberalism which is calculated to secure the 
immediate admiration and approval of the ignorant, un- 
reasoning, and unlettered, and among this class it will 
encounter the greatest opposition. 

There is not, in all the various religions which are pro- 
fessed over the habitable globe, asingle one which does not, 
in some manner, appeal to the lowest and most groveling 
tastes of its devotees, 

Mobammedanism promises an unending paradise, where 
everything that can intoxicate the senses and gratify the 
desires of humanity will be offered eternally and without 
ceasing to thore who die in the faith. 

Buddhism teaches that its believers will eventually revel 
in untold riches and all the forbidden vices and pleasures of 

rth. i 
P Catholicism and Protestantism hav provided for the 
faithful a vicarious atonement for those who want others to 
carry their burdens; a lake of fire and brimstone, in which 
those who desire to gratify their revengeful passions can see 
their enemies roasting and frying through all eternity; and 
a city built of gold and precious stones, where the miser, 
who is forced to leave his wealth behind him, can worship 


My Mother. 


How could I tread that hallowed plein 
Where God and Christ and angels are, 

Or how could heaven to me be gain, 
Unless my mother were with me there? 


If not in death, I would hav staid 

Within the shroud which dead men war, 
Or, living, seek the willow’s shade, - 

And hang my harp forever there, 


Of'what avail the victor’s crown 

Or the bright robes which angels wear 
Unless my mother be all my own, 

With me the bliss of heaven to share? 


How could I join that wondrous throng 

’Mid burnished crowns and burning thrones 
And know her voice shall but prolong 

Hell’s dolorous, deep, and dreadful groans? 


As Gog and Magog warred of old, 

And from the Dalace in wrath were driven, 
So would I storm its mightiest hold 

And war’s loud clarion blow in heaven. 


I'd join some rebel angel throng 
And powers omnipotent defy; 

The shout of war should be my gong, 
To sound rebellion through the sky, 


I'd tear that robe in every fold, 
And count the rag as worthless clay, 
I'd scorn the brightest crown of gold 
And throw the paltry thing away. 


Far down through space, where Satan fell, 
On strong, immortal wings I'd fly 

And share the deepest, darkest hell, 
Or bring my mother with me on high, 


Yes, dearest mother, thy every woa 
On earth ’tis given me to share; 

May God no other world bestow 
Unless that boon be granted there! 


Such my request let heaven reeord, 
And angels the bright record kasp; 
And God to me nought else afford 
Save worms and shrouds and death’s cold sleep, 
— Oo — ——— 


Three New Auxiliaries. 


103. Beloit, Kansas, Secretary, Jacob A, Markley, — ^" 
164, Harlan, Iowa, Secretary, C. W, Potter. 

165. Modesto, Cal. Secretary, C. M. Courtwright. 

Many documents of instructions for forming Leagues hav 
been forwarded on the request of parties who are forming 
Leagues, showing activity all over the field. "The lecturers 
are also meeting better favor, and the cause in general is 
improving as Abbotism declines, A. L. Rawson, 
Reo, NN, L, L, 
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Letter= from: Friends. - 


GLENDALE, Mon. TER., Jan. 25, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: I might hav spared you this 
infliction, wearied as you are no doubt with so much per- 
Sonalities, were it not that I had a small remittance to make 
in order to begin the new year as square as possible, and 
had not seen anything in the paper from Montana in response 
to the invitation of Mr. Bennett for an expression of opinion 
in regará to this little unpleasantness. But what can I say 
more then has been said already by abler pens than mine? 


I cannot find words in the Queen's Eagli&h to express my | grows and strengthens with the progress of civilization, 


opinion different from those sympathetic friends pledging 
their fealty; for sake of brevity—miners, you are aware, are 
not experts in letter writing— will refer you, for my opin- 
im to the letter of Mrs. Denton and other advocates of fair 
ay. 
lhav watched with anxiety the verdict of Liberals. Now 
that they hav proclaimed unequivocally and with trumpet 
notes their disgust and abhorrence of the perfidy of Bundy 
and Abbot, and their determination to sustain the paper snd 
the old martyr uvjustly incarcerated and deprived of his 
liberty for the crime of fighting for your liberty and mine, 
to their verdict I giv my unqualified approval and indorse- 
ment; and what a deserving and fitting rebuke! How for- 
tunate that the premeditated plans to break down the paper 


and build on its ruins the prosperity of the Jndex has so |find a long letter from Mr. Bennett. 


signally failed! That was a trite and true saying of yours, 
Mr. Macdonald, that the 7ndez man is pre-eminently quali- 
fled for making himself despicable and hateful to all those 
having an appreciation of fair play. Duty to the public.. 
Bah! Hid behind the veil of superculture, even at this dis- 
tance, it is too transparent. : 

A word about that letter of explanation of Mr. Bennett's. 
I must say it was the most extraordinary production, under 
the circumstances, that I hav ever read; and a man heroic 
enough to write such a letter is made of sterner stuff than 
most mortals are. That letter, with its author, will go 
down to posterity by the side of him who drank the poison- 
ous hemlock. 

Next to striking a bonanza, the most gratifying thing to 
me was your ''Account of Stock." ‘That was a grand 
exhibit, showing the appreciation and good sense of the 
people in support of right and justice. 

It is very gratifying, too, that the paper is so ably con- 
ducted in the absence of the old chief. True to its name, 
and retaining its usual force and brilliancy, no fear now 
that the truth will go down for want of puolic patronage. 

Now, Mr. Editor, permit me to say in all friendship that 
the columns of your paper are not too large for all that might 
or could be said in vindication of Freethought and the free- 
ing of mankind from the errors, myths, and superstitions 
imposed on them by a false education, and the exclusion of 
these by so much personalities seems to me (at a distance) 
like a waste of good material. It is to be hoped that peace 
and concord will reign hereafter, . 

Iam endeavoring to extend the circulation of the paper, 
and find, after a little acquaintance, it is always a welcome 
visitor, but new subscribers do not always understand these 
personalities. There, now, I hav for some time ‘‘ nursed 
my wrath to keep it warm.” I hav had my say and feel 
better, satisfied that I can furnish good material for the 
waste basket. : 

Inclosed find ten dollars, and apply as per list. 

I am, as ever, THE TRUTH BEEKER'S devoted friend, 

: Wm KINSELLA. 
ANGOLA, IND., Dec. 2, 1879. 

Enrrog TRUTH ÑEEKER, Dear Sir’ l hav read D. M. 
Bennett's reply to the cowardly attack of Bundy, Abbot & 
Co., and { must say that it bears the stamp of truth in every 
sentence. Bennett says that he erred in writing the letters 
which Bundy and Abbot are making such a cowardly fuss 
about; and he, like an honest man that he is, asks his 
friends to forgive him. Now Ican only answer for myself, 
and as I am a friend to D. M. Bennett or any other man 
that is persecuted by Christian priests, I say Yes, Bro. 
Bennett; [ forgive you trom the very bottom of my heart; 
and I would say to every Liberal that livs on the earth, and 
especially to Liberals of this priest-ridden government, to 
forgive Bro. Bennett. In the name of humanity, in the 
name of everything that is dear to the liberty-loving people 
of America, forgive Bennett! I ask every reader of the 
paper to write Bennett a letter and tell him that he is for- 
given. 'Tbink of the slanderous lies that hav been told by 
hypocritical priests about Thomas Paine, and then sustain 
Bennett and his paper. : 

Bro. Bennett, you hav done nothing to ask my forgive- 
ness, but I forgive you all the same, Bro. Bennett, in the 
name of honest Infidelity, I forgive you. Yours, 

C. H. Woopwours. 


McHENRY, ILL , Feb. 17, 1880. 

Mz. D. M, DgssETT, Dear Sir: Please find inclosed five 
dollars to pay for the paper and a copy of *' Champions of 
the Church," I hav never subscribed for your paper, and 
probably should not now were it not for the virulent spirit 
: that has developed, not only among professed Christians, 
but also among Spiritualiets and .Materialiste, of malignant 
and intolerant persecution and misrepresentation of all who 
dare to publish to the world their best thoughts upon the 
social question. 

If D. M. Bennett is justly imprisoned, Anthony Comstock : 
should be in the penitentiary also. By the law under which | 
he was Convicted, it is provided that whoever causes to be’ 
sent through the mail any Obscene book, etc., shall incur all | 
the penalties of the law the same as he who actually mails i 
it. Anthony Comstock wrote to Mr, Bennett to send him | 
this book, and was the first cause of its being deposited in 
the United States mail. He believed it to be an obscene: 
book; Mr, Bennett did rot; therefore, l say, Anthony ' 
Comstock and all his privy counseiors who caused Mr. 
Bennett to mail the book for which he is in prison are the 
only ones who ought to be there, and they only on the 
ground of conspiracy to get an innccent citizen imprisoned, : 
Ifthey believed '* Cupid's Yokes” to be obscene, und they 
wrote for and caused it to be mailed, they should be in- 
dicted, tried, and convicted according to law, and not Mr. 
Bennett f 

I regard the whole proceedings against Mr. Bennett, and 
like prosecutions and persecutions which emanate from this 
puritanic clan, as the most outrageous judicial infamy that 
has disgraced the pages of American history since the death 
of Cotton Mather. : 

I shail always feel that an infamous robbery has been 
perpetrated under pretended forms of law, and that every 
person who sanctions the villainy is an emissary of the most 
diabolical, hypocritical, rotten-hearted clan ot hyenas that 


ever disgraced the human form. ' : ; 


Iam glad to be able to giv assurance that as far as I am 
advised among Spiritualists, it-is only the gangrene of the 
body proper that is sloughed off that dissents from the main 
spirit of the sentiments herein expressed. Tam glad also to 
know that in these views and feelings I am sustained by 
thousands of the best aud ablest thinkers and writers, and 
that civilization is fast moving forward to the point where 
all will be wiser, purer, and better; will be more kind and 
humane; more considerate and respectable, and less acrimoni- 
ous and vindictive toward each other, because of the ordeal 
through which the victims of intolerance hav been doomed 
to pass. 

There is a sympathetic chord in the human heart that 


that ever beats in harmony with the oppressed and down- 
trodden brother’ or sister, and which is ever pointing to a 
higher and grander appreciation of individual rights. 

With best wishes, yours truly, GEORGE GAGE. 


WrLĮmorT, Onto, Feb. 15, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SzEKER, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find 
seven dollars, three of which please place to my credit for 
the paper for 1880, fifty cents is for the paper for three 
months for F. Frank, and forthe balance please send one 
copy of ''Mistakes of Moses,” two copies of ‘‘ Sixteen 
Saviors or None," and one copy of the ‘‘ Resurrection of 
Jesus;" forward all to the above address. 

I received my TRUTH BEEEKRR of the 14th instant, and 
lam very glad to 
learn that he is much better than he was when he wrote 
before. We may now hope that be wil] weather it through 
and do good service yet for mauy years to come. This will 
be sad news for the meek and lowly followers, such as Com- 
stock, Cook, and Crosby; they will be sorry that D. M. 
Bennett is not crushed and Infidelity stamped out. 

Please put me down for acopy of the book that Bennett 
is writing now in the Albany Penitentiary as soon as it is 
published. I want to do alllcan to support the paper, 
even if it does subject me to the epithet of libertine in the 
estimation of the Pharisees, I hav faithfully observed my 
marriage vow for forty-five years, and mean to stick to it 
to the end of my life. Not much libertinism in that, nor 
Freelovism either. What they can make out of me for 
supporting Mr. Bennett and his paper I will let them (the 
Pharisees) judge for themselves, but I will do it, anyhow. 

Respectfully and fraternally yours, JAMES ALLEN. 


ELDORADO, Iowa, Feb. 12, 1880. 
FRIEND BENNETT: Please find inclosed $3.50, $3.00 of 
which is for the paper for 1880, and use the 50 cents as 
you see proper for the benefit of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
JOSEPH HUNTZINGER. 


OnEGON, Mo. 
Epitor or Taz Trura SEkKER: Bad as is the statute 
under which Bennett, Paine, Foote, and a hundred others 
hav been selected to suffer, the partiality with which it is 
executed is worse. How mean and wicked it is to pick out 
a few men for prosecution and let others go! Lately I saw 
in Scribner's Monthly some cuts that none of us Freethinkers 
would dare send per mail. So I hav seen the like in Harp- 
er's Weekly. ‘‘ Cupid’s Yokes” I could leave on my parlor- 
table or read to ladies, but the ‘‘ Yahoo" I dare not, yet 
Bandy advertises and sells it. Isay nothing of the Holy 
Bible. Yes, it is plain that we are spotted and there is a 
conspiracy to crush us. CLARK IRVINE, 


EUREKA, Micu., Feb. 12, 1880. 
FRIEND Macponaup: For one, I should: not like to see 
D. M. Bennett step down and out unless it should be from 
that Christian institution. I think it would please Ruther- 
ford and Anthony too much to hav him step down and out, 
A long time after Hayes & Co. hav stepped down and out, 
and Bennett has done all the good he can and is well paid 
for the work he has done and the sacrifices he has made, 
then he may step down and out, not until then by my con- 
sent. I thought our fraudulency would hav released friend 
Bennett before this, but yet he holds him firm and is not 
much worried in his Christian mind about what he is doing. 
Well, about one year more and he will sit down where he 
belongs, and he will then hav time to.study the matter all 
over and will probably see where he made a miss by letting 
Mr. Bennett go to prison. Four months is but a short time 
to me, and for the sake of our friend in prison, I say, Fly 

swiftly round ye wheels of time and bring the joyful day. 
TEZ TRUTH SEEKER does not die worth a cent. Well, 
then, what was the use of sending D. M. Bennett to prison 
if you sons of Lucifer do not let it die, nor even get sick, 
but getting better all the time? That most be one of those 
Christian mistakes. Mistakes do happen in that family. If 
D. M. Bennett really thought he could spare the time and 
the stamps to write to a young lady, and it pleased her and 
himself and kept up the acquaintance and friendship that 
existed between them, what of it? I would not pretend to 
forgive or blame him for such a trifle. lcan forgive him 
for much worse blunders than that when I know he has 
done so much to lead so many of us out of the house of 
bondage to this land of light and reason. But, dear friend, 

I hav detained you too long; I must stop. 
P. B. Trros. 


Yours truly, 
Cxrpar Rarips, Iowa, Feb. 10, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Friend: l believe this is my first 
attempt to write you direct since your inhuman imprison- 
ment. ButI do not wish you to infer that this seeming 
silence has been because I do not sympathize or think of 
you constantly and that I admire your true nobleness less 
because pretended Liberals and friends hav belied and 
joined your Christian persecutors in slanderous misrepre- 
sentations. J thought there were so many that would flood 
letters upon you that I would wait until your time might 
not be too much overburdened in reading letters. 

My faith in you as a noble brother, as a defender of 
human rights, has been rather strengthened than weakened 
by the assaults of Bundy, Underwood, Tuttle, and Abbot. 
I regret your connection with those letters, but your 
manly way of confessing all has more than made amends. 
"What can be more noble than for a man to confess his 
faults or acknowledge his errors? Few hav been the char- 
acters in all the ages past that hav done as much, I think 
it was a deep-laid plot on the part of Bundy and Abbot to 
do just what they did do. Being a Spiritualist and reader 
of the R.-P. Journal, 1 wrote to Bundy urging him to take 
a stand against your injustice at the hands of the church; I 
also urged him to lend a helping hand to influence all Spir- 
itualists to sign your petition for pardon, but he replied by 
private letter that there was something that he wished to 
see me about when he should come this way on an editorial 
excursion train; but not being able to see him, l heard 
nothing more until his foul attack. I, with a friend, went 

;*o Workand got two hundred and fifty names of our best 


citizens and all the Spiritualists on your petition; and I 
honestly believe that nine-tenths of all Spiritualists are with 
you to-day, at least all that comprehend the facts in your 
Case. 

I ceased to take the Journal the moment I realized 
Bundy's course. I regretted doing so, as I like to sustain 
Western journals; but the mean, dastardly course pursued 
toward you and your paper I could not sanction by sustain- 
ing its editor. Ithink the course that B. F. Underwood 
pursued toward you concerning those letters is unjustifi- 
able. All true humanitarians should giv him as good a 
letting alone as Bundy and Abbot. , 

Ihope that you will come out of prison with sufficient 
physical and mental vigor to rally all honest humanitarians 
around you and the cause you hav suffered for these long 
and wearisome months, and I feel assured that the race in 
the centuries to come will bless you as one of its benefactors 
and martyrs. Ishall send five dollars to the office for papers 
and books, and I want your paper to liv to a good old sge. 

Yours for a free humanity, Dr, A. B. DENNIS. 
. OswExao CENTER, N. Y., Feb. 10, 1880. 

FATHER BENNETT: While I fondly hope you are now 
asleep, recuperating your exhausted energies to perform the 
duties to which you are assigned, I am sitting up, at a lonely 
hour of the night, thinking how I can send a word of com- 
fort to cheer your heart and your monotonous prison life, 
which, no doubt, drags slowly and wearily with you; and 
if my will was law I should repeat the exact words agcribed 
to Jesus when talking to the woman: “ Neither do I con- 
demn thee ; go in peace and sin no more.” I do not wish 
to tantalize you in the least, knowing that you hav all the 
trouble that a poor, nervous old man can sustain now, but I 
fee] impressed to tell you that you will be surprised when 
you come to learn the progress which the religious and also 
the scientific world has made since your incarceration, and 
that the would moves with increasing momentum, and you 
will be like the character in the old fable, “ Rip Van Wiukle.” 
Yes, the world moves, and all the powers that be can't stop 
it, and the Christian world, both Catholic and Protestant, 
will yet liv to thank and bless just such *' old fools" as you 
hav been, and wil! Jearn that you hav been to them a sacri- 
ficing friend, to whom most of them are now ungrateful, 
They will yet believe the truth that these middle-men, upon 
whom both Catholics and Protestants hav turned their guna, 
hav saved them both from having their own throats cut from 
ear to ear. This is a fact of which both sects accuse each 
other, and past history confirms it well and whether you 
sink or swim, survive or peris", there is an army in the 
field that will “fight it out on this line," and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail againstit; and the slowest thing for 
the Christian world to learn is the fact that we are opposing 
creeds, theories, and Wrong, and not Christians as individ- 
uals ; and when God sees fit to employ only honest agents 
to represent his cause, the strife ia at an end, and the hypo- 
crites will be nowhere. Be assured you hav my utmost 
sympathy, and my best wishes for your early release and 
your future welfare. A. H. WALKER, 


Tom’s River, N. J., Feb. 15, 1880. 
Mr. D. M. Benner, Dear Sir: Your last letter from 
Albany was the best one yet by you, I think. I am glad 
you say, Ask for clemency from Rutherford no more. Poor 
old granny he is!—only a woman in pants, aud a very poor 
specimen of one at that (I beg pardon of all womaukind for 
the Comparison, but I only mean in the matter of being the 
victim of some other person’s whims, as too many women 
are.) Truly you are doing much for the cause of humanity 
white confined, and perhaps your forthcoming book may do 
as much good as did the * Age of Reason," which I believe 
was written while its author was also in prison. Indeed 
your paper is like a Fairbanks’ standard scales, for by it a 
Hayes has been weighed, as well as numerous other useless 
products of this world, which hav been made to kick the 

beam when justice was the weights, Fraternally, . 
O. N. BANCROFT., 


* BURTON, Jan. 11, 1880. 

My Duan FniEND : Allow me to congratulate you upon 
your success in your new field of labor as editor of Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER, with which I am well pleased. There is 
at least balf a dozen of us made happy once a week on 
receipt of your paper; but the times are so hard I can 
scarcely tell how 1 will be able to remain a constant sub- 
acriber. This money question seems to be a serious draw- 
back to the Liberal cause. It is true there are some wealthy 
Liberals, but as a Class they are too honest to grab for 
wealth. 1f my finances were better I would, most assured- 
ly, for one, accompany brother Bennett on his journey and 
reception home. 1t would be a mountain of pleasure to me. 
I hope the Liberals geuerally will be on hand to escort him 
on his journey home. I would be pleased to learn that the 
procession extended from Albany to New York. I am 
always pleased to hear from friend Bennett, and admire the 
cause he so earnestly and elaborately, defends. I hope he 
may come out of the Christian bastile in full vigor, able to 
wild a vigorous quill in defense of constitutional rights and 
intellectual freeaum. Sincerely and fraternally yours, . 
JACOB REED. 


.  ELMIRA, N. Y., Feb. 4, 1880. 

DEAR FRIEND BENNETT: Í venture to call you triend, 
not by reason of any personal acquaintance with you that 
would justify me in so addressing you, for I, like many 
others, am an entire stranger to you, but not to the injus- 
tice or your case. Like them l am not insensible to the 
wrongs heaped upon the head of your venerable old age; 
like them 1 hav learned to sympathize with you and to real- 
ize the illegality of your conviction, I address you, friend, 
because you are the friend of those liberty-loving people 
who to-day, as for centuries past, bear the yoke of oppres- 
sion, in sympathy with whose cause, as their noble advo- 
cate, through the columns of your valuable paper, you hav 
been seized and thrust into a dungéon like a nefarious felon, 
under a most fraudulent pretext of obscenity, trumped up 
by an infernal association of persecutors and inquisitorial 
tormentors for advocating the rights of American citizens, 
guaranteed to them by our noble patriots in the Constitu- 
tion, who, for a full century past, hav mutually pledged 
their lives and honors for the freedom of their country. 
You hav been seizea and cast into prison, fettered in chains 
forged by the blood-hounds of a Spanish. Inquisition, who 
are strolling around in the livery of heaven, ostensibly 
serving the Lord, but in reality ruining the happiness of the 
human race—whose throne is based upon evil-doing and 
sustained by hypocrisy, who are wearing the cloak of 
religion to shield them in their wickedness, If to-day the 
sound of the trumpet were to gather the ashes of our noble 
heroes from beneath the walls of their silent graves, upris- 
ing in their completed forms, animated by the same impulse 
that led them then to victory, and were to behold the wrongs 
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that are perpetrated toward American citizens, they would | 


utmost in my power for Tug TRUTH BEEKEB regardless of 


return to their cold tomba, blushing in utter shame for their | its popularity or unpopularity. : 


MA - 
heer up, old fellow, there are bright days for i 
future; and although you hav been robbed of the privileges 
of a freeman, yet let it be a consolation to you in your pres- 
ent affliction that you are not deprived of friends, who are 
thinking of you with tenderness, and who are eagerly 
awaiting the time when you shall be restored to freedom 
when you shall again breathe the air of liberty so dear to 
us all. Therefore, keep up your spirits ; let no; 
age fail you ; you hav endured it bravely till now ; bear it 
patiently henceforth, until the happy time shall come, which 
is fast approaching. ý 

_ 1 inclose my check for $3.15, as my next year's subscrip- 
tion for a copy of your paper. Itis, indeed, a small tribute 
to the many qualities vested in your valuable journal, which 
entitle it to the highest place within the compass of moral 
teachings, but I wish to assure you that it could never hav 
been given with a better heart. Should you consider the 
true sentiments of my heart I bear toward you (although 
inadequately expressed) worthy of the trouble to giv it 
space in your valuable paper, you ma ; do so, as my desire is 
to be free, both in thought and expression, worthy of a cos- 
mopolite. Yours in sympathy, I. ABRAMSON. 


. ROCKFORD, Jan., 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Esq , Dear Sir: The cause is progres3- 
ing very well here, and we hav several good chances to meet 
the enemy. We hav a preacher here who has knocked the 
bottom out of hell, killed the devil, sat down on the total 
depravity doctrine, and has got the people all a thinking, 
and there is quite a shaking among the dry bones. The 
other three preachers are all down on him, but we all turn 
out to hear him and support him as well as we can. I find 
that your leaflets are just the things to silence them at our 
Red Ribbon Club meetings, when they get to talking about 
the Bible and their Christianity, and what tbey hav done for 
the world. They try all means and fou! schemes to choke 
us off at the meetings, and lie about us, and I hav been sent 
to jail for ninety days for speaking at a meeting after I was 
called to ordér by the chairman ; and when I was in jail a 
preacher came (Spence) to me, and, in the presence of three 
witnesses, made this proposition to me: That if I would 
pledge myself never to speak at a temperance meeting again 
they would get me out of jail and assist me.to pay my tine, 
which was $28.25. Itold them if stayed there until I was 
rotten I never would go out on such terms ; but I came out 
sooner than they expected, as a good friend came of hisown 
accord and bailed me out, and carried it up to the Circuit 
Court, where it was nolle prosequied, and I hav made it hot 
as hell for them ever since, and they don't educate the 
people any more—don’t even show themselves at any meet- 
ings outside of their churches, 

i wish you would strike me off about five hundred copies 
of a chapter of an unpublished Bible found near this place, 
on the Rogue River. There is a family here called Hyde, 
who hav run the town heretofore. Their preachers’ names 


' are Gardner (Methodist) and Buck (Baptist) Here is the 


Bible chapter in question found: 


“ And there was a great cry and murmuring among the 
Fordrockites, who dwelt on the banks of the Rascal river, 
which flowed into the great Ticjes-ma River, which emptied 
itself in the Gan-i-mich Bes, one of the seas belonging to 
the States United ; for the Thinkers Free and the people 
there never bowed tke knee to any of the gods that The- 
make-every-thing-clean tribe had set up in their midst—had 
said, with one accord, We will not hav the Cattle-skins to 
reign over us any longer, for their ways are mysterious and 
their book-keeping crooked. But the Cattle-skins, who 


` were the keepers of the treasures and storehouses, and the 


law-givers, said, We shall reign over you, andour Vegetabie- 
raisers shall rule thy children with a rod of iron and break 
them in pieces like a potter’s vessel. But the Thinkers-free 
and the people that had never bowed the knee to any of 
the gods that the Make-everything-clean tribe had set up in 
their midst.said, with one accord, You shall not reign over 
us any longer, for they were no more as clay under the 
hoofs of the Cattle-skins, for they had a man in their midst 
who possessed the power to cast out devils, and they were 
no more afraid of the fierce wrath of the Cattle-skins nor 
the hell of the Vegetable- raiser. Then the Tistbab’s ram 
stood forth and cried with a loud voice, and said, For four- 
and-thirty years I hav served my God and reigned over 
other tribes, I will reign over the Fordrockites. But all 
the people, with one accord, said, We will hav no Pharisee 
to reign over us. Then the Tistbab’s ram lifted up his 
voice and wept. Then the Thinkers-free and the people 
that had never bowed their knee to any of the gods that the 
Twoists had set up in their midst shouted with a great 
shout, saying, Long live the man in our midst who pos- 
sesses the power to cast out devils! And there was great 
rejoicing among them ; but there was fear and dismay in the 
Twoists’ ranks, for the Ram and the Vegetable-raiser were 
dethroned and the power of the Cattle-skins almost gone.” 
(Here endeth the first chapter, To be continued in our 
next.) Yours truly, R. McCrear. 


Paris, ILL, Feb. 18, 1880. 
Mrs, D. M. BENNETT, Dear Madam : Inclosed tind post- 
office order for ten dollars—six dollars for the two subscrip- 
tions named, and four for aid of yourself and the paper. 
Convey to your husband my kind regards. 
Respectfully, Mx. H, GEoBEGAR. 


Tuücgaonp, P. Q., CAN., Feb. 12, 1880. 

' EDITOR OF Tug TRuTH SEEKER, Sir: Although only s 
trial subscriber, to THE TRUTH SEEKER thus far, I take 
pleasure in informing you that, although not concurring 
with all tho views expressed in your paper, yet I like the 
general contents of it better than any other paper lever 
read, being just what itis represented to be—an out-and- 
out Freethought paper. And I fully appreciate your and 
Bro. Bennett’s efforts to free the world from mental slavery 
and superstition. Bro. Bennett has my heartfelt sympathy 
for himself and family in the most unjust persecution to 
which he is at present being subjected, and I sincerely 
hope that he will be able to brave and weather the storm 
which is now nearly ended, when he will again hav the 
freeman’s rights of wielding his pen in his own defense, 
hurling back at his slanderers the contemptible lies with 
which they hav defamed his hitherto unimpeachable char- 
acter. 

I join with the readers of Taz TRUTH SEEXKER in asking 
Bro. Bennett to again take the helm of the ship on his | 
release from the enemy’s power, not because I believe it to 
be mismanaged at present, but because I prefer to see the 
old veteran again at his post, with Bro. Macdonald as assist- 
ant as heretofore, | 

Ishall atways consider it a pleasure and a duty to do the 


your cour- |. 


Inclosed please find two dollars, for which send papers to 
the addresses annexed as trial subscribers, and place my 
name on your books as an annual subscriber. 

The editors of our two local papers hete—the Guardian 
and the Standard—are both Liberal thinkers, and I suggest 
that you exchange with them. They hav received one of 
the notorious five thousand Jnderes, and by exchanging 
With them you may Peete help the cause in this vicinity. 

ours fraternally, G. GYMER. 


CLINTON, INb., Feb. 10, 1880. 
Mr. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: ÍInclosed herewith find 
$4.20, to be applied as herein directed. I hav received 
circulars from some Liberal lecturers who would like to 
come to Clinton, but I cannot attend to them, as I liv on a, 
farm ; but you might say there is in Olinton s very neat 
little Opera House, capable of seating eight hundred people, 
and I think the people here would patronize a Liberal lec- 
turer such as Mr. Underwood or Mr. Jamieson, but don’t 
think a Spiritualist would do well unless he could trot out 
some materialized ghosts. The owners of the building will 
let the hall and circulate the bills for one-half the gross 
receipts. There has never been a Liberal lecture delivered 
here yet, but to show you that there is Freethought in the 
community I send youa copy of the local paper, the Herald, 
by which to judge. Should some oue wish to try it they 
may address N. C. Anderson or J. H. Bogert, Clinton, 

Indiana. ` Yours, Jno. H. Ryan. 


ARRINGTON, KAN., Jan. 20, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: It seems strange that in the 
nineteenth century 2 man could be sent to the penitentiary 
on such a Charge as that brought against you for circulating 
a treatise on marriage, yet such is the fact. Iam a constant 
reader of your excellent paper, exchanging with a neighbor, 
yet I see suggestions by some in your paper which I am 
convinced if generally adopted by Liberals would be ruin- 
ous to the cause, such as joining our fortunes to Denis 
Kearney and the fiat greenback nonsense. That would 
never do. It would draw from our organization the very 
best thinkers and writers'we hav. No meu or set of men 
or government can by a flat giv purchasing power to any 
commodity of no inirinsic value, and it is folly to talk 
about it. 

At least all must acknowledge that it isan untried exreri- 
ment. I see it said that all there is in it is for the govern- 
ment to make said piece of paper a legal tender for all debts 
and taxes, and it will answer the purpose of coined gold or 
silver or paper money now used, the latter being always a 
promise to pay. Fiat money is not. You might pay your 
debts that way, but after it had answered for thut purpose 
you could not compel any one to take it for wheat, pork, 
Or beef, or wherewith to clothe or warm yourself. It has 
done all it can do, and has become worthless, and if the 
government had no other kind of money it would hav no 
means of sustaining itself. It would be dissolved. Fiat 
money would be à more potent engine of destruction than 
Jeff Davis and his army. It has paid its debts perhaps. but 
it cannot afterwards buy a pound of beef or pork or flour, 
ora musket, Its employees, having no other kind of money, 
would be in a like condition, and a dissolution would be 
inevitable ; indeed it would be the moat successful treason 
that could be devised, in my opinion. 

The Liberal cause is flourishing in this county (Atchison), 
I am of opinion that one-half at least of its citizens are true 
Liberals, yet there are not one hundred fiat greenbackers 
and Kearneyites in the county. My motto is to fight the 
myths and &bsurdities of orthodoxy and superstition, and 
take a sensible and obtainable stand in politics, and our 
rights and liberties will finally be accorded to us. It is by 
persistent effort for the right in the right direction that we 
Shall win. Yours truly, R. A. VANWINELE. 


MURPEYSBORO, ILL., Jan. 21, 1880. 
Mr. D. M. Bennzrt, Dear Sir: Inciosed please find 
post-office order for six dollars to renew our subscription to 
the paper for the coming year. Tam TRUTH SEEKER is all 
right with us Liberalsabout here. The Indez and &.-P. Jour- 
nai are all wrong with us, and are never mentioned except 
to execrate them. Yours truly, C. A. MILLHOUSE, 
J. 8. Lona. 


Risine Crry, Nes., Jan. 21, 1880, 

Mr. EDITOR : I used to think that America was the home 
where every person had a right to believe there was one 
God or two Gods or a hundred Gods or no God at all, and 
atill be entitled to all the privileges of an Amerivan citizen ; 
and that the oath of the person that did not believe in the 
Jewish God should hav as much weight in the courts as the 
oath of one that does believe in him. But how sadly I was 
mistaken ! for the other day I and one of my neighbors had 
a little difficulty, which ended in a lawsuit. As I was 
about to be sworn, the defendant’s lawyer objected to my 
testifying, on the ground that I was an unbeliever. Then 
he questioned me as to my belief. He asked if I believed 
in a Supreme Being. I wanted to know of him what shape 
it was in and where it was, but he could not tell. Then he 
wanted to know if I believed in the orthodox God that is 
worshiped by them. I told him that some worshiped one 


.| God and some another, and I wanted him to tell me which 


one he meant ; but he could not tell. Then he wanted to 
know if I believed in a future punishment after death. I 
told him I did not. Then the justice of the court, whose 
head is not filled with superstition, but with sound sense, 
said that I might testify. Now, if we had had a Comstock 
for justice, what might hav been expected but the reverse, 
and my testimony excluded on account of my belief ? 

I would say to all Liberals to beware of Comstock. If 
the old fellow is not in your county, probably some of hls 
imps are. + g : 

lt there is any Liberal speaker in this state, I should like 
to hav him come to our town and giv us a course of lectures 
and we wil try to amply reward him for his trouble. I 
think there could be a League started here, for there are 
quite a number here that hava Liberal spirit in them, If 
fnere are any Liberals in this state that would like to corre- 
spond with a brother for the purpose of giving him courage 
in the good cause, please let them write to me and I will be 


"very thankful and will try and write to them. 


Please fiad inclosed one dollar, for which send me the 
book, “ Sixteen Saviors or None.” 


Yours, for equal rights, HENRY REINHEIMER. 


SaNTA BARBABA, CAL., Jan. 29, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH BxkxEB, Dear Sir: L teel very thankful 
for the kindness you hav manifested towards me, in send- 
ing TRE TRUTH SEEKER to me so long after my year’s: 


ities had expired. I am glad to be able to send you 


I anxiously watch every paper, hoping each week to hear 
of Mr. Bennett's release. A 

It is very evident tomy mind a government that makes 
laws to allow any subject thereof to hav the power, no mat- 
ter how obtained, merely from revenge, as in Bennett'g, 
case, to incarcerate any one whom they choose, is not a 
government for the people, but fora few. A government 
that enacts laws which can place any citizen thereof where 
he is deprived of the bounteous gifts of nature so freely 
bestowed upon all, viz., the warm sunshine, pure air, and 
light; to disenable them to filfil their duties of life, is surely 
wanting in its structure. ‘Yes, truly we need Tax TRUTH 
SEEKER and just such a man as D. M. Bennett to be at the 
head, to send the missiles of truth home to all creeds, dog- 
mas, and superstitions. If D. M. Bennett is to be con- 
demned aud put down merely for making a mistake in life, 
then what chance is there for those who may hav made 
mogé than one, I, for one, am glad to let him try again, 
and will3forgive. seventy times seven rather than kick him 
now, white in a felon’s cell. The difference between Mr, 
Bennett:’nd his &nemies is, they will not confess their 
faults; but thatis no reason why they are without faults or 
hav never made any mistakes in life. 

I like your bold, manly spirit, that is ever manifested in 
sentiments that the columns of Tam TRUTH SEEKER ever 
proclaim. Giv us the truth, even'it it probes the tenderest 
wounds and sores with a two-edged sword, showing us we 
hav that in us which limits us in our growth so we cannot 
come up higher. JI, for one, wish to see myself as others 
see me, if possible; to grow large enough to giv others the 
same righis I ask for myself. I had rather suffer wrong 
than do wrong to others, Hoping that you may come out 
prepared to work for truth, justice, and liberty, I remain, 

Your friend, Mrs. M. E. ROCKWELL. 


LoNDoN, Mo., Feb., 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: As the time draws nigh when 
Mr. Bennett will be liberated, wouldn't it be well to make 
arrangements to meet him at the bastile and escort him, in 
a manner befitting the occasion, to his home. I should like 
10 be one composing a vast concourse of friends to greet the 
hero of the ninteenth century, to shake hande with the old 
martyr to human liberty. Let there be a procession formed 
(if Comstock will assent), and with no other banners than 
the national flags upside down, march through the streets 
of the city. Let it be atime of general rejoicing. 

l liv away out West, but wherever civilization exists 
there will be found advocates of free thought, free mails, 
and Infidelity. Considering the population, we are numeri- 
cally strong. We hav one flourishing League acd are only 
waiting the advent of some good lecturer to organize 
another. I would like to adviae all Freethinkers who con- 
template coming West to locate in this county. It will be 
but a few years till we hav,a majority, and already some of 
the Christians are threatening to migrate. The county 
papers ovencd their columns a short time ago to the discus- 
sion of Freethought, but the clerical champion, getting the 
worst of it, squealed, and his friends interfered, and by 
threats forced the papers to stop the fight. This is an 
Infidel community, but a Presbyterian minister occasionally 
looks after our spiritual welfare, but in his sermons he has 
entirely ignored and denied the existence of a hel. We 
hav educated him up to a higher standard of thought. We 
can educate the people by first educating the clergy. The 
more eminent a minister becomes the more libera! he is, I 
don't want it understood that I include Joe Cook in the 
roster of Liberals. If Joe ever gets ideas enough into his 
conch.shel! to approacn Infidelity, it will be atter he has 
gone through another course Of theologiesl training in an 
insane asylum. Our friends are taking many Freethought 
publications, but {az TauTa SEEKEK is well represented 
and we intend to run after no false gods, such as Abbot 
and Bundy, but stick to Mr. Bennett as long as he glvs us 
such exhibitions of his honest and true courage. 

Yours for freedom, Gao. W. May. 


——————— b — P —————— —— 
A Challenge to a Christian Paper. 


To tam EDITOR or THE CHRISTIAN Statesman, Oir.: I 
hav seen an extraordinary letter in your columns on the 
character of Thomas Painc. How much better it would be 
for both your paper and your correspondent to hav refuted 
Paine's arguments instead of abusiog bim. I can assure 
your correspondent that the letter contains the germs of ita 
own refutation within itself. I will alow the letter to te 
genuine, and all the slander Paine's enemies hav written 
against him to be true for the sake of argument, and I will 
prove from Christ's friends that Christ is a far werse char- 
acter than Paine. Yours faithfully, 

Frank MAUDSLEY. 
——————9— — — — — 


CONSERVATIVE AND Progressive Minds Bora WANTED. 
—Minds that affirm and minds ‘that deny, minds that con- 
struct and minds tbat destroy, live and work next door to 
each other. Which of the two classes you and I belong to, 
in our dey, isa matter that depends not over-largely on 
our wills. It is a matter of temperament, of education, of 
circumstances, rather than of will Oae man can hardly 
help being a doubter; another is predestined for belief. 
What are your instincts—to accept or to examine? is the 
first question. What sort of intellectual atmosphere hav 
you been bred in ? is the next question. What sort of ex- 
perience hav you had—the kind that makes you cry, '* How 
beautiful it is to be alive!” or that which makes you ask, 
“Is life worth living?” is the next. Then comes the 
question, Hav you treated your mind fairly, done what 
you could to affect the biasses of temperament and narrow- 
ing conditions and yet, in the liberation, to keep yourself 
from other biases and from reactions beyond tho line of 
reason ? Whichever c!ass you belong to—the constructors or 
the destroyers—it is well to remember that the other class 
is not to be greatly blamed, then, for being the other! and 
again, that it is well for the world that there čs the other, 
Tf all affirmed, where would the new truths come from ? 
for universal affirmations would pretty surely be acclaims 
of the moment's orthodoxy, and the moment would then 
lengthen to the century. If all denied, where were the sta- 
bility that steadies the generation and organizes the truth 
already reached into moral instincts and ever-aure ideala, — 
W. €. Gannett, e 
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Answer to “Sweet By and By.” 
BY WM. J, GOBSUOCH. 
You may sing of the sweet by and by. 
Of the meeting on death's farther shore, 
Of those blissful retreats when we die, 
And the turmoils of earth life are o’er. 


CHORUS. 
But I sing of the now. 

And the brightness this life holds for al), 
But I sing of the now, 

And the brightness this life holds for all. 


Why neglect ye the joys of this life, 
For futurity's unknown " to come ;” 
Ye indulge here in flerce, bitter strife, 
Yet expect ye a bright, heavenly bome, 


CHozUs.—For I sing, ete. 


Why not liv ya in love’s circling arm. ^ 
And let brotherly care fill your heart; 
Drive away thoughts of hardness and harm, 
Then ye’ll know not sin’s unending smart. 


CHoxrus.—For I sing, ate. 


When, in this life, the long parted meet, 

And pure love in their hearts reigns alone, 
"Think you not their delight is as sweet 

As the joys of that untried " unknown.” 


Ononvs.—For I sing. ete. 
Baltimore, Md. 
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the amount of their purchase, or add to the 
Bennett fund as they may choose, 

amson, 30 dents; Gospa) of the Ring lom, à 
yolan enol, Wi denti, 


Lurge type, Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cent: 

Common Sense, By Tzomas PAINE, 
His fist aud mest 1uporiàpt, pulitica] work, 


Poper 44 conie — 


"ruth Seeker Collections 


fants, Obituary Notices, Epitaphs, Wills, ec. 


Also, nearly 525 Liberal and Spiritu: listic 
Hymns, original and selected, for Public 


Meetings, Funerals, Social Gatherings, etc. 


The whole supplemented by a fine selection 
of Recitations, comprising many of the 
finest poetical gems in the language, , Over 
980 pages, at the extremely low price of 75 


Cen18, in cloth. 

Chronicles of Simon Christianus, 
His Manifold and Wonderful Adventures in 
the Land of Cosmos. 


25 cents. 


Proceedings and Addresses at 
the Freethinkers’ Convention, held 


at Watkins, N. Y., August 22, 23, 24, and 25, 


1878. A volume of 400 pages, containing the 
speeches made during the four days’ session 


by Dr. T. L. Brown, Prof. A. L. Rawson, 
Elder F. W.: Evans, Elder G. A. Lomas, 
Prof. J. H. W. Toohey, Dr. J. M. Peebles, 
Dr. T. B. Taylor, Hon. George W, Julian, 


James Parton, 'T. B. Wakeman, Elizur 


Wright, T. C. Leland, C. D. B. Mills. Mre. 
L. N. Colman, Mrs. P. R. Lawrence, E'l: E. 


Gibson, Mrs. Mary E. Tillotson, Mrs. Clara 


Neymann, Mrs. Augusta Cooper Bristol, W. 
E. Copeland, Horace Seaver, John W. Trues- 
dell, and several other persons. Price, cloth, 


$1.95, *& & 
Truth Seeker Tracts. Bound Vol- 
umes L, IL, JIL, 1V., and V. These vol- 


umes, containing over 520 pages each, are 


made up of over one hundred ‘Truth Seeker 


Tracts, with some additional kinds, They 
embrace a variety of subjects by different 
authors, written in a terse, trenchant, and 
spicy style. 
tremely low price of 60 cents per volume in 


paper covers, and $1.00 in cloth ; or 59 


cents each in paper, and 75 cents each in 
cloth if the whols set is taken. 

Sepher Toldoth Jeschu; or, the 
Bock of the Generation of Jesus, 
First English translation of tne ancient Jew 
ish story of Jesus, who was bora at Bethle- 
hem about the year 106 3. c., being the son 
of a betrothed maiden named Miriam (Mary} 
by Joseph Pandera. How and why the Ro- 
mans Changed ‘‘ Kepha” to ** Petros.” Start- 
ling evidence that Paul flourished before the 
middle of the first century B. c., contempo 
rary with the aforesaid Kepha. 
cents. w 

Last Will and Testament of Jean 
Meslier, curate of a Komisn cuuici i. 
France in the eighteenth century, whose 
views upon theology were not published 
until after his death, and are now for the 
first time presented in English. Very radi- 
cal and able. Price, 25 cents. 

Influence of Christianity Upon 
Civilization. By B. F. Unperwoop. 
Revised edition. One of the most able treat- 
ises upon thesubject ever written, 
25 cents. . 

Christianity and Materialism. By 
B. F. UnpERwvop. Revised cunion. lu 
this treatise the two systems are fairly aud 
ably examined from a historical standpoint. 
Price, 15 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in the 
Place of Christianity. By D. F. Un- 
DERWOOD.@ Price, paper, RO cents. 

Amberley's Life of Jesus; Mis 
Character and Doctrine. A. haper 
from '''l'he Analysis of- Resigious Bler” 
By Viscount AMBERLEY, Price, clotn, GO 
cents; paper, 35 cents. : 

Resurrection of Jesus. By W. S. 
BELL. Revised and enlarged edition. Price, 
25 cents. 

Religion not Mistery. An able ex- 
amination of the morals auu toeology of the 
teachings of the New Testament. By W. F. 
Newman, Emeritus Protessor of University 
College. London. From the London edition. 
Price, 25 cents. 

Bennett-Teed Discussion. Betweea 
D. M. BENNETT, Kdiwor ot " the Truth 
Seeker," and Cyrus Romuxus R. TEED, of 
Moravis N. Y. Proposition discussed: 
** Jesus Christ is not only divine, but is the 
Lord God, creator of heaven and earth.” 
Teed affirming: Bennett denying. Paper, 
30 cents; clotn, 50 cents, 

Blakeman’s Two Hundred Poct- 
ical Riddles, (For children ana youu.) 
Embracing a great variety of subjects. ‘his 
Work is new and interesting, aud affords a 
great amount of amusement in the family 
circle, as well a3 in gatherings of children 
and older people, Price, 20 cents. 

Six Lectures on Astronomy. By 
Pror. Ricaarp A. Procror. © Delivered at 
Steinway Hall, New York, in the winter of 
1875-76. 1. Growth of Worlds; 2. Lite aud 
Death of Worlds; 3. Other Worlds than 
Ours; 4. Other Suns than Ours; 5. The 


| Great Mysteries of the Universe; 6. Religion 


and Astronomy. 65 pp. Paper, 20 cents 

Beyond the Veil. A Spuitualistic 
work, said to be dictated by the spirit of 
PascHAL BEvERLY Ranpours, aiued by 
Emmanuel Swedenborg and others, through 
the mediumship of Mrs. Frances El. McD su- 
gall and Mrs. Luna Hutchinson. lè gives 
minute and interesting descriptions of life in 
the spirit world—its location, intermediate 
state, landscape, habitation, food, clothing, 
industrial interests, ete, It contains a steel 
engraving of P. B. Randolph. e A neaj vol. 
ume Price, 81,00, 


of 
Forms, Hymns, and Recitations, 
Forms for Organizing Societies, Forms for 
Constitutions and By-Laws, for Faneral 
Bervices, Marriage Services, Naming of In- 


A New Scripture from 
an antique manuscript (evidently inspired) 
discovered by I. N. FIDEL, in conjunction 
with A. Hoox, Esq. Very amusing. Price, 


| world. 


They are offered at the ex- 


Price, ZO 


Price, . 


The, Rights o1 Mian. By THOMAS 
ParsE € Written in deteuse of his fellow- 
man. <A work almost withont a peer in the 
world. Large type. Paper, 5@ cents; cloth, 
SO cents. l 

Life of Thomas Paine, By CALVIN 
BLANCHAED. 12me. Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine. Peper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. i í - 

The Heathens of tho Heath. By 
Wa. MCDONNELL, author of Ex ter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
‘$1.50. 

Career of Religious Ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science. 
By Hudson TUTTLE. Au able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the’ - 
140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cenis; 
cloth. 75 cen's. 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures, By D. M. 
BuwNETT. Embracing a variely of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjecta treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $1.00.. & 

The Humphrey-Bennett Piscus- 
sion. A debate between Rev. G., H. Hum- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of ** The Trutn Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3. Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cleth (550 
pp.), $1.00. 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Prot. O. A. BURGESS, President cf 
the Northwestern Christian University at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days st 
Aylmer, Ont, commencing June 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke. First Pic po- 
sition: ''' The Christian Religion, us s.t 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin.” Burgess in the affirin- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. SECOND 
Proposition: ‘‘The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin." Und r- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the ro - 


ative. 3212mo. 188 pp. Price, paper. 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, 
The Ciced of Christendom: Its 


Foundatic Contrasted with its 
Supersiructure, By W. R. Giza, au- 
thor of * Enigmas of Life," '' Literary ana 
Social Judgments,” etc. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the ** Fortnightly 
Review,” says: ‘Bome twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our mos: 
cminent men of science asked, * Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg's Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was thatof Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 


| various respects, had great merit; but Mı. 


Greg,:coming later, had the advantage uf 
access to many able German researches, and 
his Work continues the most complete on al! 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, aud 
academic divines do not reply formally 1o 
80 thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the public, we 
have tne best of proof attasinabl: that this 
historical argument—occupying € precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable.” 

One volume, crown. octavo, with com- 
plete index. The London edition sold for 
$5. Price of American edition, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples De- 
bate. Between B. F. UNDERWOOD, uf 
Boston, and the Rev. JogN MARPLES, of 
Toronto, Ont. Held at Napanee, Ont., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
Fragr: ‘That Atheism, Naturalism, anu 
Modern Skepticiam are lllogical and con- 
trary vo Reason.” Sxconp: ''The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testamenis, 
evidences beyond ail other books its divine 
origin." Marples affirms; Underwood ge- ' 
nies, Reported in fu'l, and revised by the 
debaters. 111 pp. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
60 cents. 

interrogatories to Jehovah, By 
D. M. BENNETT. A series ot close questious 
upon a great variety of subjects, irom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, tne 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, uown 
to the doctrinal points embraved by the 
Church, With a tulllength portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold sna 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents. t 

The Pro und Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Auswer tu tne 
Question, Have we a Supernaturally-Re- 
vealcd, Infaliibly-Inepired, and Miraculousiy- 
Aitested Religion in the World? By E. E. 
GUILD, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parts. 
Paper, 30 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Seeker Leaflets, ot two pages 
each. ‘Thirty-two in nnmue!; Æ cents per 
dozen; & cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $2.00 per thousand. 

Adventures of Elder Triptolemus 
Tub. Comprises Mopertant sud starting 
disclosures concerning hell, its magn’ "de, 
morals, employments, climate, eic. @ By 
Rev, Guoren Rogers. A rich, intere ding 


little work, Paper, 15 conta, 


ANDREW STONE, M.D., 


Physician for the Last. Twenty-three 
Years to the Troy Lung and Hy. 
gienic Institute, Founder of the 
New Magnetic College, and 
Author of **The New 
Gospel of Health," 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmonary 
Consumption, Asthma, Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 
Diphtheria, Catarrh, and al diseases of the air 
passages, by inhalation of hia system of cold or 
cool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach from Going 
porverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 

een the practice of antiquated systems. 

By this WONDERFULLY PERFECTED sys- 
tem, patients are successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
out the necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—based 
in the first place, upon & searching DIAGNOSIS 
of each case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning’s urine (urinary Sanguinis), showing 
the condition of the blood, or psychometric ex- 
amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 
both, as may be deemed essential, where per- 
sonal presence is not had. 

FEES.—For the first month, $15, including 

analysis and diagnosis; or $35 for & course of 

three months’ treatment, securing inhaler, with 
whichever one of the following inhaling vapors 
is found to be needed, viz, The Balm, The 

Tonic. The Expectorant,.The Anti-Asthmatio, 

The Anti-Hemorrhagic, The Anti-Septic, The 

Magnetic Blood. Also. with effectual reme- 

dies for Cough, for NightSweats; Vital Tonics, 

agnetic Embrocations and Plasters for relief 
of Pain and Soreness, and every medicament, 
magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to each 
patient. Thousands of patients are thus an- 
nually successfully treated at their own homes 
thatare not personally attended, because, un- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 

Btantly deputed in each case, bringing about 

wonderful visible effects. 

Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Urinology, iin Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to-pro- 
gressive physicians that cannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 

The art of healing taught n thia College com- 
bines the science of Animal and Vital Magnet- 
ism, Medicated Blectricity. Equalizing and Ad- 
justing the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 
fusing into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 
System Vital Foree by Impartation and Induc- 
tion of Psychic Force, aecording to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers. 

The vitalizing magnetic power of healing by 
Sun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
of effete matter by cutaneous secretion. The 
doctrine taught at this College is emphatically 
to construct, to build up. to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 3 

nalysis and full report of case made for $5. 
Independent of pny treatment. Packages 
transmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 

Hon, and stamps for return answers must be 

inelosed in ali eases, or no reply will be made. 


Address, ANDREW Brons, M. D., Con- 
sulting and Attending ah dears Bowery 
Piace, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y. 17 


To to $20 per day at home,  Bampis 


worth $5 tree. Address STIN- 
SON & OD Portland Maine. lyn 


$66 &weekin your own town. Terma and 
$5 outfit free. Address H. HALLETT & 
CO.. Portland, Maine, 1y21 


$12 A WEEK. $1245 day at home easily made, 
Outfit free, Address TRUE & Oo., Augusta, 
Maina ly?i 


“DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


“MEDICAL 6001 SENSE 


. —AND— 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE, 
—EMBBACING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 


OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2, It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases. it unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysterfes of human nature in the genera&- 
tion and development of life, s: xual relations 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from & secular standpoint. It fully 
answers Dumerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 before 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, Well bound, mailed free. Oontents table 
sent free for stamp. 

Dr. T, R. Kinget announces to his Liberal 
friends and patients throughout the United 
States and Oanadas that he is positively curing 
many obstinate diseases prouounced incurable. 
as Spermutorrhoa, Seminal Weakneas, Nerv- 
ous Debility, Impotency, Epilepsy, Paralysis. 
Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Qatarrh, Asthma, 
Bronchitis, Consumption, vgentery, Piles, 
Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, Genital 
Organs, and all diseases of women. Consulta- 
tion Free. Address T. R. KINGET, M. D., 

Oet25, 817 E, 14th Street, New York. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 
DR. FOO0IES HEALTH MONTHLY 


For one year ond for the AMEBIOAN ILLUSTBAT- 
ED ProNouncina PookET DICTIONARY, con- 
taining 30,000 words. . - 


ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE'S 
HEALTH MONTHLY 


For one year and for a large center-table book 
containing the Complete Works of Shakspere | 
o not forget to send 25 cents to pay postage or 
36 cents if you want it registered. Addr: 88 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO., 
129 E, 28th st., New York city. 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
Days in Athens. 


Being the Translation of a Greek Mss, dis: 
covered in Herculaneum, 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT, 


Ocntaining 8 copy of the head of Epicurus, 


Prisa t cents, For salo by BENNETT, 
ia Elebtbs st. M Y Clty 


The Truth Seeker, February 98, 1880. 
a es ———————————Ó———————— 


CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leadin 
broke) BIA" HOME qa Pk PEMER 
MEDIOAL COMMON SENSE —nearty 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E. B. FOOTE 
of 120 Lexington Ave. New York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 

n its isaue for January 19, 1878. Mr. Bennett's 
TRUTH SEEKER thus speaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: " We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives an 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be beiter and more useful men and women, 
His medicai works possess the highest value, 
and nav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the ph 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons whic he 
has so ably imparted. 

Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AU HOR in person or 
by mail FREE, Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion. by mail, postage prepaid, only $1.50. Con- 
tents table free, AGENTS WANTED. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

129 East 28th Street. New York. 


Bio- 


JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
muslin, containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 
$1.25. 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr. Ingórgoli has made against the Pentateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The 
phlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fitteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic, inimitabie in its style, and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, &ud pathos, 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 


» 
By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50. 

Small Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Sarony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or large size . . . . 40cente 
Photo.or card size ' a ue 


Life-size Lithograph, axa? o. 
BL " 
ostage paid D. M, BENNETT, 


141 EIGHTH NT., NEW York. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G. INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE’S EDITION. 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures." 


OoxTEN'T8,—'"The Gods,” "Humboldt," “Thos, 
Paine.” “Individuality,” ‘Heretics and Her- 
esios,” Price, 50 cents. J 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures." 


NTENTS.—'' The Ghosts,” " Liberty of Man, 
woman and Ohild,” " Declaration of Independ- 
ence," " Farming in Illinois,” "Speech at Oin- 
cinnati,” " The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream.” Price 50 cents. 


Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at, the following 
prices: 

Imperial, or large stzé....0+++++ 40 cents, 

Photo, or card size. . .........«. 20 cents. 

Life-size lithograph, 91x21. +.. e. 50 cents. 


Postage paid. 
Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25. 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St, New York, 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


& pastoral service of thirty years at 
oer Api But in Champagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and lett as his 
* Last Willand Testament" to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death. the above-named work, entitled Oom- 
mon Sense.” 

P s a powerful work, and is attracting 
Vends attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Christian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses, The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


the honest pastor, Jean 
is the most curious and the most 


ve SS hamparae compared with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav done a virtuous 


his book so well, 
and humane act in translating JAMES PARTON, 
Prico.$150, 


Di , BENNETT, Wi Righth Bt 8 


am- ’ 


FROM 


BEHIND THE , BARS, 


` A SERIES OF LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 
D. M. BENNETT 


WHILE IN PRISON IN 


LUDLOW-STREET JAIL. 


SHOWING THE 


Injustice of his Mock Trial and 
the Meanness of his Perse- 
cutors, with Reports ofa 
Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
Europe and in 

` this Country. 


ALSO GIVING A 
Succinct Account of the 
Thousands of Christian Perse- 
cutions that hav Taken Place in 
the Centuries Gone. The Cruelties: 
which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
which is added some of 


MR. BENNETT’S 
LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 


PENITENTIARY, 


650 pp., L2mo, with steel plate engraving 
of the author. Price, $1.50. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


SIXTEEN SAVORS OR NONE; 


? 


The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


cal Gun. 


By Kxnsky Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. Perry's “ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One," Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historicai 
scholars.of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work is å review of Kersey Graves’ Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hay met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry's 
arguments and positions azainst Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Oourt," in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry's witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
Belvs., put condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the ease. This reature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn "state's evi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr, Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr, Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illuetrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, "À thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho. 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either.’ 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 


LOVE AND TRANSITION ; 
AN EPIO AND ARGUMENT. 


190 Pages well bound, . .. + $1.00. 


WOMAN’S WAY OUT: 


Thirty-five Essays on Dress .  . 10cents. 


PROGRESS vs. FASHION: 


Full Essay on Dress,10 cts., post paid, ifrom 
this office, 


Six Lectures on Astronomy. 


By Pror. RICHARD A. PRooTor. 

Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city,in the winter of 1875-6,and were re. 

orted phonographically expressly for THE 

RUTH BLEED Miss . B. Gonteharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever de- 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person, Price 20 cents, 


The titles of the Lectures are: 


Growth of Worlds 
Life and Death of Worlds. 
Other Worlds than Ours. 
Other Suns than Ours. 
he Great Mysteries of the Universe, 
jigion and Astronomy. 


— BU BENNETT 10 Rlabih dt, Ni Y; 


I. 
nr 
IV. 
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EPITOME 


OF THE 
Positive Philosophy 
AND 
RELICION 5 HUMANITY. 


THIRD EDETION, with CHART and INTRO- 
DUCTION, By T. B, WAKEMAN, Esa. 


. Just out, Price, 25 cents. 


THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 


OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY ;and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Justout. By 


COURTLANDT PALMER. 
Price, 25 cents. 


The Bible of To-day. 


By JOHN W. CHADWICK, minister of 
the Second Unitarian Church, Brooklyn, N, Y, 
his is undoubtedly one of the most valuable 
and truthful works that has ever been written 
on the Bible, and is the first book in the English 
language that gives an accurate account of age, 
origin, and character of the various books com- 
posing the Jewish Scriptures, The work is 
candid, learned, and eminently free from preju- 
dice and bitterness. The author consulted 
largely Kuenen, Robertson, Baur, Ewald, Zel- 
ler, Davidson, J. H. Allen, Matthew Arnold, 
Oolenso, Knappert. Reville, Nicholas, Oort 
Hooykaas, Noyes, Milman, DeWette, Westcott, 
J. J, Tayler, E. H. Sears, Renan, R. Hanson, Dr. 
J. Muir, Keim. Schenkel, Dean Stanley, Jo watt, 
B. W. Greg, Emanuel Deutsch, Tregelles, Qo- 
querel, Mackay, Neander, Alger, Prof. Fisher, 
aud others, It is such a digest of ali the reliable 
patho tities on the Bible as can no where else 

e found. 

Every person who wishes to know the whole 
truth about the old Jewish Scriptures should 
send for thia volume. Prina. $1.50. 

D. M. BENNETT, 141 8th R*,, N, Y. 


KNOW THYSELF! 


D "THE untold miseries that re- 
: sult from indiscretion in 
early life may he alleviated 
aud cured. Those who doubt 
this assertionshould purchase 
the new medicai work vub- 
lished bv the PEABODY MED- 
MD» (OAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
" // »ntitled The Science of Life; 
MERRI or, Sel Preservation. Ex- 
hausted vitaliry, nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 

Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. It is a standard medical work, 
the best inthe English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains benuti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for allforms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price ofthe book, Bound in French 
eloth ; price oniy $1, sentby mail post-paid, 

The Loudon Lancet says: “No person sbould 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. b 

E 


permission to JOS. 8. 
1. P. INGRAHAM, vice- 
M.D B. GAUNT 


The author refers 
FISHER, President; 
President; W. PAIN 

;H.J. D 


Philadelphia; also Hon, P . M.D., 
President of the National Medical Association, 
KAR Nes Bulngen street, 

, No.4Bulfinch street, 
Boston, Mass. The author HEAL 


may be consulted on all dis- 
ee skill and ex- THYSELF 
THE 
BIBLE OF BIBLES: 
OR 


TWENTY-SEVEN 


‘DIVINE REVELATIONS: 


CONTAINING l 
ALSO A DELINEATION OF THE CHARAO. 
TER OF THE 


Principal Personages of the 
CHRISTIAN BIBLE, 


AND AN 
Examination of their Doctrines. 


BY KERSEY GRAVES, 


Author ot “The World's Six- 
teen Crucified Saviors,” and 
"Biography of Satan.” 


The ground gone over by Mr, Graves 
In the course Gf this new work is simply as- 
toundiux. nad the literary labor performed is 
worthy of ^»eeiving the approximate rə- 
ward of au exteusive reading at the hands of 
the publie. la the sixty-six chapters into 
which the took is divided, simost every ques- 
tigg of interest which arises in the mind at the 

tion of ihe word BIBLE is considered in 
that straightforward style which has made the 
de of Mr, Graves so extensively «ought 
after. 


Oloth, large 13mg, 440 pp. Price, €2.00, 
postage free, 


D, M. BENNETT, 
ted tb atu New York. 
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NEW BOOKS [To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
At Reduced Rates. States in Congress Assembled: 


mem 1. The ‘undersigned citizens of the United States respectfully but earnestly remonstrate and petition against any 
THE M ARTYRDOM üF M AN, further legislation by your’ Honorable Bodies, in the form of postal laws or otherwise, which shall have the effect to 
: E abridge the freedom of the press and of speech, and the inviolability of the mails. . 

A Compendium of Universal History. 2. Your petitioners pray that the Postal Laws of the United States may be revised and limited: to purely postal 
BY WINWOOD REA DE. purposes and brought clearly within the. Constitution, and that all attempts to establish a censorship and espionage 
SECOND EDITION. over the mails based upon the sentiments and meaning of the matter mailed may be abandoned, and that all pasy and 

Large clear type, toned psper, broad mar- 

gins, extra cloth, 12mo, 543 pp., $2.00. 


The Truth Seeker, February 28, 1880. 


imprisonments heretofore imposed under such laws may be repaid or relieved. E 

3. Your Petitioners respectfully represent that their motive in signing this Petition is not sympathy with nor a 
desire to further the evils against which those laws are ostensibiy directed, and which your Petitioners believe can be 
otherwise obviated, but from the conviction that those laws on the part of the general government are dangerous in 
themselves, that they have been grievously abused, and that as precedents they plainly fall within warning of Presi- 
dent Madison: vr 


Mr. Reade's historica! survey of the world of 
nature and man, marvelous as it is, in its mul- 
tirade of details, in its comprehensive sweep. 
in i s terse, splendid paragraphs. in its evi- 
denee of wide and careful reading, and its gen- 
eral accuracy, gives theimpression of à reading 
ns immense as that of Hume, Gibbon. or of 


Buckle. 


ExrTRAOT.— The good in this world predom- 


inates over the bad; the good is ever in^reas- 
ing, the bad is ever diminishing. But.if God is 


Jove, why is there any bad at all? Is the world 


like a novel, in which the villains are put in to 


make it more dramatic, and in which virtue 


only triumphs in thethird volume? It is cer- 
tain that the feelings of the created hav in no 
way been considered. 


the bar, not a8 a criminal, but as an accuser, 
What has he done that he should be subjected to 
'& life of torture and temptation? God might 
hav made us all happy, and he has made us 
miserable. Is that benevolence? God might 
hav made us all pure, and he has made us all 
sinfu). Is that the perfection of morality? If 
I believed in this man-created God, in this 
divine Nebuchadnezzar, I would say, You can 
make me livin your world, O Creator. but you 
cannot make me admire it; you can load me 
with chains, but you cannot make me flatter 
you; you can send me to hell-flre, but you can- 
not obtaln my esteem. And if you condemn me, 
you condemn yourself. If I hav committed 
sins, you invented them, which is worse. Ifthe 
watch you hav made does not go well, whose 
fault Is that ? Is it rational to danan the wheels 
and the springs ? 


AUTHOBITIES.—On Egypt. Wilkinson, Rawlin- 
son’s Herodotus, Bunsen; Ethiopia or Ab- 
yssinia, Bruce, Baker, Lepsius; Carthage, Hee- 
ren’s African Nations, Niebuhr. Mommsen; 
East Africa, Vincent’s Periplus, Gulliain, 
Hakluyt Soolety's Publications; Moslem Af- 
rica (Centra!), Park, Caille, Denham and Clap- 


perton. Lander. Barth, Ibn Batuta, Leo Afri-| p 


canus; Guinea and South Africa, Azurara, 
Barros, Major, Hakluyt Purchas. Livingstone. 


Assyria, Sir H. Rawlinson, Layard; India, 
Max Muller, Webber; Persia, Heerens' Asiatic 
Nations; Central Asia, Burnes, Wolff, Vambery; 
Arabia, Niebubr. Caussin de Perceval, Sprenger, 
Deutsch, Mulr, Burckhardt, Burton, Palgrave: 
Palestine, Dean Stanley, Renan, Dollinger, Spi- 
ncza, Robinson, Neander. 


Greece. Grote, O. Meller, Curtius, Heerens, 
Lewes. Taine. About, Becker's Charicles; Rome, 
Gibbon, Macaulay, Becker’s Gallus; Dark Ages, 
Hallam, Guizot. Robertson, Prescott, Irving; 
Philosophy of History, Herder. Buckle, Comte, 
Lecky, Mill, Draper; Science, Darwin, Lyell, 
Herbert Spencer, Huxley, Tyndall. Vestiges of 
Oreation, Wallace, Tylor, Lubbock. 


It is really a remarkable book, in which uni- 
versal history is '" boiled down” with surprising 
, Bkill."— Literary World. 


You turn over his pages with a fascination 
similar to that experienced in reading Wash- 
ington Irving.—7Znter- Ocean. 


His history has a continuity, a rush, a carry- 
ing power, which reminds us strikingly of Gib- 
. bon.—New Haven Palladium. 


The sketch of early. Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has a style that reminds us of Macau- 
lay,—Penn Monthly. 


We could ecarcely hav supposed it possible for 
any writer, however gifted, to put into one vol- 
ume, reasonable in sizs and price. sọ much reli- 
able information. sound logic, and inspiring 
thought.—Literary Review. 


Nathaniel Vaughan, 


A NOVEL. 


By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


-Author of “ The Iliad of the East," ** Xavier 
and L," etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
b:ck and side stamps; 

404 pp., $1.50. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 


Power. eloquence, and originality character- 
ize '' Nathaniel Vaughan " to a degree very un- 


12mo, 


usual among modern novels.—Zilustrated Lon- 


don News. 


An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition, 


If, indeed, there were a 
judgment-day, it would be for man to appear at 


lesson too much goon to.forget it.” 


* Tt is proper to take alarm at the first experiment on our liberties. 
duty of citizens, and one of the noblest characteristics of the late Revolution. The free men of America did not 
delay until usurped power had strengthened itself by exercise and entangled the question in precedents. They saw 
all the consequences in the principle, and they avoided the consequences by denying the principle. . We revere this 


We hold this prudent jealousy to be the first 


Your petitioners therefore earnestly submit that those laws should be repealed or limited to TET postal 
purposes, and that the criminal or other objects of government sought to be attained by them should be attained by 


the ordinary course of governmental administration. y 
And your petitioners will ever pray, etc., etc. : 


| 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- | 


truded, on the canvas.— Westminster Review. 


A Few Words About 
the Devil, 


And Other Biographical Sketch 
and Essays. 

BY CHARLES BRADLAUG 
Second edition, with Portrait and Autobiog- 
raphy. Extra cloth, gold hack and 
side stamp, 12mo, 260 pp., 
price, $1.50. 


emo crat. 


In fine, there is much that is noble about him. ; 
—The Advance. 


-His position is defined and defended in a 
spirit of reverence for the truth.—Chicago Eve. 
Journal, 


. In a handsome volume before us Chas, Brad- - 


laugh has "A Few Words" to say " About the 
Devil" Mr. Bradlaugh has a rightto his " few 


words,” and the devil will, we presume, at no; 


distant day, hav a " few words" to say to Mr. 
Bradlaugh, and will doubtless get the bést of 
the argument.— Chicago Interior. 


We should insist, were we in any Way con- 
nected with the government of theological 
schools, on their perusal of this work by the 
youth fitting under our charge for the duties 
and the responsibilities of the pulpit. They 
will find Mr. Bradlaugh no common man, and 
they will be introduced by him to persons and 
thoughts which cannot fail to be of use in their 
professional studies.—New Haven Palladium. 


Issues of the Age. 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 


BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 


Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 
price, $1.00. 


Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus, 


An admirably written, scholarly volume.—N. 
Y. Graphic. 


He presents a safe guidethrough the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced,—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought. He has excel- 
lent tendeneies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirations.—N. Y. Tribune, 


SOCIALISM. 
A REPLY TO . 
ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D. D. 
BY AN INDEPENDENT 
12mo, 67pp., 25 cts.; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the iatter per- 
ceives a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall, It is against hi 


Displays much learning and research.—The : 


SOCIALIST. | 


16. Wey ac do Men Starve? Oharles Brad- 
aug 

17. Logic ot Life, Deduced from the PH 
ple of Freethought. G.J, Holyoake.. 

18, A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh. i 

19. Large or Small Families ? A. Holyoake. 6 

20. Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 


passiveness that ''Boclalist" cries out. Is there 
[no help for the miserable? he asks. The doc- 
‘ trine that government should merely “protect” 
| he attacks, and insists that it should*^' assist” 
8180. While he does not believe that '"' property 
In robbery," or wholly subscribe to "the world 
owes me a living,” he affirms “the world owes 


= a chance to make a living.”—W, Y, Herald, Wm. Pitt, Austin Holyoake.....-.....+ [1 
21. Defense of Secular Principles. C. Watts. 5 
i 22. Is the Bible Reliable? O. Watts......... 6 
28, The Christian Deity, O. Watts........... 6 
24. Moral Value of the Bible. O., Watts..... 6 

Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural Fr: 2: Mreeowent and Modern Progress. O, 
Atta ise ces idees qur esie cake sander hs 5 

a and the famous articles of 26. Christianity: 1 Nature, and Influence 
; on Civilization. [1.7 PRU 5 
| Prof. Tyndall ana Sir Henry Thompson| 28, Thoughts on Atheism, A. Holyoake..... 6 


i ON PRAYER. 29. Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 


! verse? A, Holyoake,.................. [1 
: With Portrait and Biographical Sketch of| 30. Philosophy ERE O. Watts..... 6 
» 31. Has Man a Sou arles Bradlaugh... 6 

Prof, Tyndall. And opinions of his ser 38. Is therea God ? Oharles Bradlaugh..... 5 
vices by the eminent scientist, Prof. 39, Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh..... 6 

: i 40. Poverty; Its Cause and.Cure, M. G. H. 10 
H HEUMHOLIZ 42, Science and Bible Antagonistic. O. Watts. 6 


l Paper, 12mo, 105pp., 25 cts.; cloth, heavy. 
; tinted paper, 50 cts. Inaugural and por- 
j trait only, 12mo, paper, 69pp., 10 cts. 


Prof. Tyndall has inaugurated a new era in 
‘scientific. development, and has drawn the 
sword in a battle whose clash of arms will 
presently resound threugh the civilized world. 
—JN. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 


Prof. Tyndall Crosses the Rubieon.—It is the] 
, opening address cf the president of the most 
important convention of scientific men in the $ 
world. Every line of it breathes thought,[ 
It is in many respects one 


43, Obristian Sehem of Redemption. Q. 


44. Logic of Death; üt. Why should: the 
Atheist Fear to Die. G.J. Holyoake, 10 

47, Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the Eeople. Charles Brad- 
laugh, 

MANNA SERIES. 

3. New Life of David. Charles Brndlaugh, 6 

6, 200 Questions Without Answers.........-. 6 

6. Dialogue Between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin................ 


rH 
i 
f 


7. Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bish- 


power, eloquence. 
of the most extraordinary. utterances of our f ops by a Weak but "enIOUE UBHEUER: 19 
| time.—W: Y. Tribune. Bite et ye canker dco a 
9, New Life of Jonah. Charles Bradlaugh. 65 
THE ESSENCE (E RELIGION 10. A Few Words About the Devil. Charles 
l LI Bradlaugh.................. eere 6 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 11. New Life of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh, 6 


| 12. Danielthe Dreamer. A. Holyoake...... 10 
Author of "The Essence of Christianity,” etc. | 13. Eris of the Bible: Esther. A. Hol- 
3 1 yoake eee enne 10 
Translated from the German. | 14. Acts of the Apostles: A Farce, A. Hol- 
Cloth, 19mo, 75pp.. 50 cts. ormerly 75 cts.) | VORKO «error eti eet itt dances ina 10 
: 1 OPP., s FOE y ) . 16. Ludierous Aspects of Christianity. A. 
The spirit of the time is show. not Bubstance. DI CRRTICTOIITTTIN DE 10 


Our polities. our ethics, our religion. our 


Charles Bradlaugh.. 6 
science, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- į. 


16. Twelve Apostles. 
17. Who was Jesus Christ ? Charles Brad- 


nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the LOUD de «eicere nre era ciem b 
immorality of our agel—Eztract. 19, What Did Jesus Teach? Charles Brad- 
MUT TEM laughs «eed nennt o yr ero ere eet [1 
A BUSINESS MAN’S RELIGIOUS] io, New Life of Abraham. Charles Brad- 


" AND SOCIAL VIEWS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 206pp. Price $1. 


21. A Becular Prayer. A. Holyake. Per doz. 10 
. The author's conception of a possible future 
iife on this earth is really eloquent and beauti- | F À M Í E Y C R E E D S 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see | a 
what a philanthropic business man has to say | , 
upon the social problem. from & poor man's 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the book. The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals " Society” *in all its ramifica- 
tions of corruption and inhumanity; his ear- | 
nest and manly plea for the social regeneration 
of the lower classes—will, unless we are much 
mistaken. make the book the best-abused and 
best-liked production of the day by these two 
classes respectively,— Critical Review. 


|TRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. | 
IBON-CLAD SERIES. favorite Liberal writer’s other ro- 
i mances, it only need be said that this 


20. New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh. 6 


BY 
WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
| Author of. “EXETER 
“HEATHENS OF THE 
HEATH,” etc. 
To any who hav read either of this 


» 


| HALL, 


No. 


1. Atonement. Charles Bradjaugh.......... 6 


2. Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake. 6|; 1 - 
T. Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Mex Muller... 1| 28 20t inferior to them. 468 pp, 
8, Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison... 20 loth, $1.25. 
9. Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Ly- Inc ,8 
all. ....... — RE 16 For sale by 
13, Essay on Miracles. Davia Hume........ 10 


D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N, Y. 


14. Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh.. iens 5 
15, Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 
Oharles Bradlaugb... oue. B 
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BROADWAY. 


his farewell sermon, perhaps less to compli- 
ment than to annoy him with their presence. 
Great was their astonishment and still greater 
their anger when the reverend gentleman chose 
for his text the following words : “I go to pre- 
pare a place for you . . that where I am, there 
ye may be also.” : 


THE Deadwood Pioneer offers the following 
inducement to young men of the Hills to attend 
a meeting for the purpose of forming a church 
society: “All the girls and young ladies in 
town, but none over eighteen years old, are to 
be there, are requested to be there, are urged 
to be there. to organize a perfectly lovely aoci- 
ety. Its object is to giv one or more entertain- 
ments, literary, musica), dramatic, and social, 
with a sprinkling of tableaux, and perhaps 
quadrilles, to raise funds to buy a library for 
the Congregational Sunday-gchool. With the 
array of ‘endearing young charms’ and radiant 
young charmers already enlisted in the move- 
ment, it is bound to succeed. In the bright 
lexicon of such lovely youth there is no such 
wordas fail We wish it understood that we 
are under eighteen for all practical purposes.” 


Aman whom the Red Wing (Minn.) Advance 
calls "our great and Reverend B, J. Muss,” is 
in the courts of his state, charged with cruelty 
to his wife. He isa man so pious that he will 
not allow his children to attend a secular 
school. Examination has brought out the fact 
that he appropriated $1,000 of his wife’s money, 
put it out at interest, and pocketed the income, 
Although possessed of property to the amount 
of $30,c00, he has forthe past few years allowed 
his wife but$i5 per month for the support of 
herself and a family constantly increasing in 
size. For atime, by teaching music, taking in 
sewing, etc., his wife managed to get along. 
Recently, however, she had the misfortune to 
break her leg, which, combined with chronic 
diseases superinduced by the cruelty and 
brutality of her husband, has forced her to seek 
redress in the courts. The place forthis "great 
reverend ” is with Cowley, of the '‘Shepherd’s 
Fold.” 


Tue Rev. Edward Cowley, the keeper of a 
wolf’s den in New York called the Shepherd’s 
Fold, where he starved children to death and 
otherwise maltreated them to an extent that 
outdid the cruelty of Squeers at Dotheboy’s 
Hall, has been tried for his awful crimes. con- 
demned to a year’s imprisonment and fined 
$200. Another man, D. M. Bennett, has met with 
the same punishment for simply exercising his 
right to send a philosophical pamphlet through 
the mails. But Cowley was a mouthing Chris- 
tian parson, Who mumbled his prayers every 
day over the children he starved and worked to 
death and to idiocy. and Bennett was an im- 
pious Infidel who did humanity service by de- 
nouncing such ganctimoniour scamps as Oow- 
ley. That makes a great difference. Justice 
demands that Cowley be hung or imprisoned 
for Hfe for murder of the most cold-blooded 
and heartless kind, and that Bennett be re- 
leased and liberally compensated for what he 
has suffered. It is not strange that hardened 
criminals in the jail where Cowley was incar- 
eerated shrank from him as a monster of Wick- 
edness too vile for them to associate with. We 
need & Dickens to portray Oowleyism in this 
eountry.— Winsted Press. 


Ernest RENAN, who is to deliver a course of 
lectures in London very soon, has made as 
many enemies by the expression of his opinions 
as any author of his time. Like many other 
Frenchmen, he began lite as an earnest Roman 
Catholic, and has grown into & pronounced 
Rationalist, whieh has naturally arrayed against 
him allthe forcesof the church. Heisa Breton 
‘having been born at Troguier, the son of a 
sailor, and his young life was passed in indi- 
gence and obseurity. Naturally reverent and 
pious, his bent was strengthened by the priests 
who had charge of his early education in his 
native town. He was so influenced by them that 
he decided, when in his twelfth year.to enter 
their order as soon as he could qualify himself. 
At 16 he went to Paris, where he entered the 
seminary of the then Abbe Dupanloup. He 
afterward completed his philosophie studies at 
Issy, and continued I js aie at At, Aulpice, 
Culture and menta] expansion had had a paty- 
ral, though unanticipated, effect on his opin- 
ions, which had meanwhile grown too heretical 
to admit of his following hi8 former sacerdotal 
pent, His acquisition of the Semitic languages: 


Notes and Clippings. 


A.J. HAUOK is organizing a Liberal League in 
Altoona, Pa. 


LIBERÁL LEAGUE 171 has been chartered at 
Smithville 8., Long Island. Secretary, George 
Jepson. ; 


“ TEIs is arrest I hav not been longing for,” 
was the comment of a weary thief when he was 
finally run down. 


Tug Bishop of Kilmore and the Archbishop. 
of Armagh, Ireland, the heart of the famine 
district, hav sent five thousand dollars to the 
Pope as Peter's Pence. Comment is unnéces- 
3AIY. . 

: Tue Rev. A. J. Kirk was giving satisfaction ag 
pa. stor of a United Brethren Church, at Kaneas 
City; When his usefulness was suddenly de- 
stroy.20 by the news that he was a fugitive biga- 
mist ad swindler. ` 


Tag c'Onsgclousness that you are right will 
make you happy éven when all the world thinks 
you wrong, and the consciousness that you are 
wrong Will:make you miserable even when all 
the world thi'nks you right. 


'A European professor has issued & book con- 
taining seventy photographs of hell and ita in- 
habitants. That’s the way it goes, the devil is 
always ahead in advertising, Nobody has made 
a book with authent'¢ pictures of heaven. 


A GANG of nine hithway-robbers, burglars, 
and horse-thieves were recently arrested in 
Bellefontaine, Ohio. They were all young 
men, of the best families, church-members, 
very pious, and had been reared under church 
influences. Their preacher must hav been a 
‘Crosby or a Cook. ` 

JosrPH Coox once remarked that “the aggre- 
gation of bioplastic germs evidences an irre- 
‘sistib’e tendency to correlate the molecules in 
inverse ratio to the capillary process of diffar- 
entiation.” "If you say that again," said the | 
- person addressed. turning pale with anger, 
“Pil knock you down!” 


Lizz Brother B.,of Pokomoke, 
.And Brother T., of Ho-bo-ken, 
He kissed no aged women-folk, 

And never, never kíssed the men. 
He chose the comely dame and miss— 
Then why should people gossip 80 

About the merely social kiss 
Of Brother Lane, of Kensico? 


A vror™ of domestic infelicity, who ig in the 
habit of dreaming. should never go to sleep in 
church. 4. congregation near Quincy was 
somewhat startled last Sabbath when a vener- 
able membe” excitedly yelled: "Here, now! 
drop that skiitet, old woman! If youthrowit 
at me, Wil jam your old bald head agin the wall 
till you think its 4 lodgin’ house for shootin’ 


stars" . f i 

of "Ohristían affection” are creating 
ironis smod members of the clergy who in- 
dulge in them. Another Methodist preacher at 
Arlington, New Jersey, 13 0D the * ragged edge 
in consequence of a too rrequent repetition of 
these purely Christian evidences of affection 
for alady member ofthe flock, The disease 
ig becoming epidemic among the dominies, and 

question will soon be asked, What shall we 


ae preachers?—Lake City Sentinel, 


do with our 


idest man in Maine is a farm-hand 
seated He was hired to plow aten-acre 
boss, wishing pim o oren a 

furrow, directed his attention to a cow 
ne right opposite, telling him to drive di- 
wectly toward that cow. He started his horses, 
and the farmer’s attention was called to some- 
thing else, In & Short time he looked around 
to see what his hired man was doing. The cow 
had left her place and was walking around in 
hired man following her, 
row all over the field. 


near Lebanon. 
field, and his 


the field, and the 
drawing a zig Zag fur 

l — pastor of a Baptist church in a 
Mee dps e of the Western states, He 
baé terms with some y 
e time. They abused him when- 

Book. for So find occasion, and he reetpro- 
| readiness, Before his contract 
with the parish expired he received an appoint- 


the state prison. Elated at 
ment as chaplain of ros mcd otim. 


in full numbers to hear 


eartain town in on 
had been on very 


ever they could 
eated with equa 


this lucky opportunity 
the congregation came 


on which he prepared a memoir, and for which 
he gained the Volney prize, had been particu- 
larly instrumental in confirming hisskepticism, 
and he expressed in brilliant fashion many of 
his altered views in his periodical called " Lib- 
erty of Thought." He wrote much and ably for 
the " Revue des Deux Mondes" and the *‘ Jour- 
nal des Debats," published translations and 
essays on various subjects, and was sent, in his 
37th year, by Louis Napoleon. to Syria and 
Phonieia, which resulted in several learned 
and eloquent volumes. He was elected, on his 
return,to the chair of Hebrew in the College de 
France; but his opening lecture was so preg- 
nant with rationalism as to alarm the falthful, 
and, ultimately, to bring about his removal. 
Why a man’s doubts about mere dogmas should 
incapacitate him for teaching Hebrew, dogmat- 
ists alone can apprehend. Renan’s utterances 
had become more and more offensive to the 
Roman church, and when he gave to the world 
his "Life of Jesus,” all its thunders were 
launched at his devoted head, No work of the 
time has, in all probability, caused such an agi- 
tation. Oontroversialists of every hue and pat- 
tern fell upon it; thousands of articles, pam- 
phiets, and volumes hav been written to refute 
and condemn it; it hae, literally, been damned 
to everlasting fame. The “Life of Jesus" is 
one of a series of works, still incomplete, on 
the origin of Christianity. Renan will be 57 
this month. He is one of the most amiable and 
benevolent of men, one of the ripest of schol- 
ars, and a generally admitted master of French 
prose. 


HERBERT SPENCER is better liked as an author, 
and his philosophy is more appreciated, in this 
eountry than in his own. Many Americans hav 
visited him in England. and he is on intimate 
terms with some of our leading scientific men. 
Ashe is a thorough-paced Democrat, there is 
much sympathy between him and our people, 
intellectually and politically. A London cor- 
respondent. who has just been taking his per- 
sonal and mental photograph, puts it in ink 
for the benefit of his readers ; Spencer has a 
calm, pale face, rather large features, a very 
high, partially bald forehead. thin, dark-brown 
hair, streaked with gray ; slight figure some- 
what bent and suggestive of delicate health, 
from which he has been a life-long sufferer, 
He talks very well and fluently, having none of 
the national hesitation, on a great variety of 
subjects, and in & positive, well-nigh dogmatic 
manner, indicative of & man whose opinions 
are not to be altered. Strangers complain 
sometimes of his abruptness, of a certain want 
of tolerance; but his friends find him uni- 
formly amiable and courteous. He keeps eare- 
ful trace of the history of thought, and of the 
radical views he entertains. He has been im- 
pressed with the wide acceptance of the doc- 
trines of evolution in Italy and Russia as com- 
pared with Germany, which claims to be 
eminently the land of ideas. He ascribes the 
fact to the reaction in the former countries 
from what he terms the superstition of ortho- 
doxy. He is now nearly sixty ; is the son of a 
teacher, a profound mathematician, by whom 
he was chiefly educated, and the nephew of 
Thomas Spencer, a clergyman of the estab- 
lisned church, noted for his liberal opinions on 
political and ecclesiastical topics. At18 he be- 
came a civil engineer, but surrendered his pro- 
fession after eight years on account of the ex- 
traordinary competition caused by the railway 
mania in Britain at that period. He has been 
very poor; his books hav a small sale in Eng- 
land, though a considerable sale in the United 
States, but he has recently been rendered inde- 
pendent in a very small way by a modest legacy 
left by a distant kinsman. He is a bachelor, and 
resides at Bayswater, London, where he gpends 
his mornings inr literary labor, dictating mostly 
to a regular amanuensis, In the afternoon he 
usually goes te tha Athen#@um Qlub, a favorite 
resort, and plays billiards for recreation. In 
the evening he often meets Huxley, Darwin, 
Tyndall, Carpenter, or some other member of 
the philosophie sect, with ail of whom he is on 
close terms of friendship, He feels a deep in- 
terest in poiities of the larger sort: is substan- 
tially at one With Gladstone and John Bright 
and earnestly opposed to militaryism an 
every form of "jingo," He tg not radical in all 
things, however, particularly not as to woman's 
rightg ag ordi arily Ynderstood, He holds that 
the gàner&l adoption of evolution will eventu- 
ally da away with theology as at present taugnt; 
that whiie there is an unknown and unknow- 
able beyond human knowledge, it is vain to 
aoe in that shadowy domain.—X. 


n 


Events of the Week. 


BIX THOUSAND operatives are on strike at 
Cohoes, N. Y. i 


À PEDESTRIAN recently walked to death at 
Port Henry, N. Y, 


VANDERBILT has inoreased the pay of his em- 
ployes ten per cent. i 


AN electric light company has been formed in 
Rochester, New York. 


CorENBAVEN, Denmark, was visited by a de- 
structive fire on the 27th ult. ` 


GERMANY is about to cuta canal from the 
Baltic Bea to the German Ocean. 


TEHE German government is about to increase 
the amount of its silver eurrenoy. 


Tum would-be assassin of King Alfonso, of 
Spain, has been sentenced to death. 


A NEW elsvated railroad, the Second Avenue 
line, commenced running on the 1st. 


Tarz anticipated great strike is taking a defi- 
nite shape, and will probably be general, 


Tae St, Gothard tunnel is at last opened 
through. Itis upwards of nine miles in length. 


Seven boy incendiaries were recently arrest- 
"s in Jersey City. Too much dime novel read- 
ng. $ 


THE Rev. D. F. Owen. Methodist, has been 
sent to gtate prison in Pennsylvania for swin- 
dling. 


Tug Herald Relief Fund for the beneat of the 
Irish sufferers amounts to over a quarter of a 
million dollars. 


AT a prayer-meeting in Omaha, recently. a 
quarrel took place which resulted in eight per- 
sons being shot, one fatally. 


AFFAIRS are quieting down a little in San 
Francisco, though Kearney ia as determined us 
ever that the Chinese must go. 


IT has been discovered that the Tay Bridge 
disaster was due to a lack of bolts and rivets 
instead of a visitation of God. 


OwriNG to the mildness of the winter, the Hud- 
son is already clear of icefor most of its length, 
and navigation has commenced. 


TEHE Rev. Mark Sumner, of Louisville, Ky., 
has been sentenced to six years inthe Albany 
Penitentiary for forging pension papers. 


THE Czar of Russia has appointed a military 
dictator, who will hav supreme control of the 
government.: A revolution is now more immi- 
nent thau ever. 

Two carloads of Chinamen passed through 
St. Louis, on the 29th ult., bound for this city 
and Philadelphia. Five hundred more Celes- 
tials will soon follow. 


FERDINAND DE LESSEPS, the projector of the 
Panama tide-water canal, is the lion of this city 
at present. He has completed the preliminary 
surveys, and 1s now seeking capital. 


TuE police of this city, who are notorious for 
their clubbing proclivities, are being clubbed fn. 
theirturn. Three of them were severely clubbed: 
by some roughs a few days ago, two perhaps. 
fatally. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Richardson, of Sea OHF, Long: 
Island, evidently a Orosbyite, recently eloped: 
with his wife’s young and pretty sister, leaving 
his wife and little ones destitute. The elopers 
were captured in this city. ` 


TuE steamer Hindoo, from this port for Hull 
has been abandoned at sea after encountering 
a series of hurricanes, during which she lost. 
three of her officers. Theerew were brought ta 
this port by a passing vessel. 


An English squadron has been sent to Salon- 
ica, Greece, to see what can be done for the 
releage of an English colonel and his wife, who 
hav been captured by brigands. Seventy-five 
thousand dollars is demanded for thelr ransom. 


Two sarLors who started from Boston for 
Australia in July last in a nineteen-foot boat 
were brought back to this city a few days ago . 
from Braail, having failed to go further. They 
had been 150 days at sea, the last thirteen with- 


K Qut provisions. 
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Communications. . 


The Godly Women of the Bible.—Continued, 
BY AN UNGODLY WOMAN OF THE 19TH CENTURY. i 
JEZEBEL. 


A noted woman is introduced in 1 Kings, xvi, 
31. She is not called a godly one by the sanctified, 


because in all her injustice and crimes she worked : 


against the success of God’s chosen people instead 
of in their favor, hence she is accursed, the name 


Jezebel being a synonym of wickedness even unto. 


this day. -> ! 


It wil be remembered that in our review of; 


godly women, it has been found that those women, 
às well as men, who assisted the Lord in taking care 
of the Hebrews, fighting their battles, destroying 
other nations or individuals who, in most instances, 
had never done them any harm, were always com- 


mended and blessed by the Lord, no matter how; 
much they had violated all human rights, abused | 


the confidence of friends, and stained their hands 


with innocent blood. We therefore find Rahab, the į 


harlot, commended for her treachery to her own 
people, rewarded for not delivering up the Hebrew 
spies, lying, deceiving, and falsely betraying her 
own nation into the hands of the most bloody cut- 
throat fillibusters on the face of the earth, till they 
utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man 
and woman, young and old, and ox and sheep and 
ase, with the edge of the sword. (Josh. vi, 21.) 

Now this was all right, as represented in holy 
writ, because the Lord’s peculiar people must needs 
go up and possess the land and destroy all the 
fenced cities and the inhabitants thereof in order to 
make a place for their holy selves. 

Hundreds of instances similar may be found scat- 
tered through God’s Word equally revolting to the 
finer feelings of humanity and opposed to the claims 
of justice as meted out by one human unto another, 
or 48 existing between nation and nation, destroying 
all that keen perception of right and wrong which 
we should be so anxious to cultivate. 

With this preface to explain why we introduce 
the infamous Tozehel among the godly women, we 
proceed, asserting if it is right to deceive, lie, be- 
tray, murder, and confiscate for God’s people and 
for God, it cannot be wrong for the opposite side to 
use the same means to baffe their foe and endeavor 
to conquer, for the question yet to be settled is, 
Who are God's people? and who is this cruel God 
who is the instigator, prompter, and rewarder of all 
the crime and wickedness recorded in the Bible, and 
at the present day defended by men not a whit bet- 
ter than those who then massacred innocent babes 
in the name of their Jehovah God ? 

Although the Lord seemed not to be in the least 
angry at Moses for marrying a Midianitish woman, 
at Boaz for taking Ruth, a Moabitess, for a wife, 
nor at Salmon, his father, for giving him (Boaz) 
Rahab the harlot, a foreigner, for his mother, and 
many other like cases, yet his anger waxed hot and 
he was very furious because Ahab, king of Israel, 
took to wife Jezebel, the daughter of the king of 
the Tidonians, because instead of sacrificing to 
Jehovah she persuaded Ahab to make a grove, or in 
other words, to go to meeting with her instead of her 
always going with him, the king. Therefore it is 
declared that Ahab did more to provoke the Lord 
God of Israelto anger than all the kings of Israel 
that went before him. A pretty excitable God that! 
We wonder if he could not have cultivated patience 
and displayed a more unselfish spirit than to have 
become so rantankerous at such a trifle as Ahab’s 
offering à sacrifice of a morning or two to Baal, 
instead of to his own mighty jealous self. 

Now this Jezebel was fighting for her religion and 
her god or gods, the same as were Israel and the 
prophets for their favorite. She was a king’s 
daughter, and the wife of the king of Israel. 

Jezebel to effect her purpose cut off the prophets 
of the Lord (1 Kings xviii, 4), all but one hundred 
that Obadiah had hidden in a cave and fed with 
bread and water. Now Elijah at this time was per- 
forming his wonderful feats of rain-preventing and 
rain-sending, and seems in his egotism to have 
forgotten the hundred prophets hidden by Obadiah, 
for we hear him boasting (verse 22), I, even I, only 
remain a prophet of the Lord. . 

Daal's prophets were four hundred and fifty men 
that ate at Jezebel’s table, and Elijah proposed to 
have a trial between himself and these four hun- 
dred and fifty men, so he had them all gathered to- 
gether, and when they cried unto their God to come 
down with fire and cousume their sacrifice, “nary he 
came,” though they begged and prayed from morn- 
ing tll night. Elijah taunted them with “ Cry 
aloud ; for he is a Gud, either he is talking, or he is 
pursu'ng, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he 
sleepeth, and must be awaked." (Wonder if these 
are the reasons the Christians’ god does not answer 
their prayers.) 

When evening came Elijah built him an altar, 
ana laid his bullock thereon, and no tire, and ordered 
four barrel of water, thrice repeated, to be poured 
on the wood, till the water ran round the altar and 


filled the trench (perhaps the so-called: water was 


` petroleum), and then the fire of the Lord fell and 


‘consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the 
Í stones, and the dust, and licked-up the water that 
"was in the trench. Pretty hot fire that. ` Did it not 
come up from below and not fall from above? It 
must be that Elijah played a trick on them. Petro- 
leum alone could account for such a manifestation 
amongst the mediums of to-day, by Christians, and 
as they judge the prophets of to-day go will we judge 
i the mediums of the Bible. 

Well, now, that manifestation made a clean sweep 
for Israel and . destruction for Jezebel. God had 
| beaten Israel, sure as Genesis, and so the people fell 
on their faces and yelled out: “The Lord he is the 
God ! the Lord he is the God !” never once suspect- 
ing any fraud in this superannuated medium 900 
years before Christ !. 

This “tiger” was the signal for a universal mas- 
saere. Elijah, flushed with success, and ambitious 
of power, exultingly commanded: “ Take the proph- 
ets of Baal! let not one of them escape!” And 
; Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and 
slew them there. If he killed one a minute it would 
have taken him six hours and forty minutes to have 
performed the job, and thrown them into the brook; 
or was the brook used for the washing of his hands? 
Maybe the people did the killing, he only by proxy 
performing the praiseworthy deed. 

Ahab seems not to have had any objection to this 
slaughter, it appearing by the record that he asso- 
ciated the drought with God’s withholding rain as a 
judgment, because of Baal’s prophets. But not so 
Jezebel. When her husband told her what Elijah 
had done, she sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, 
“So let the gods do to me, and more, also, if I make 
not thy life as the life of one of them by to-morrow 
about this time.” So this man of God, this mighty 
prophet, who could raise the dead, prevent or cause 
rain by prayer, and call down the fire of God, instead 
of using his wonderful powers in this instance to set 
on fire his enemy, Jezebel, just like any common 
man fled into the wilderness a day’s journey and 
“squatted ” under a juniper-tree, forgetting all about 
his late exploit, asking this mighty God to take his 
life! An angel came and baked a cake for him on 
live coala in his sight, and on the strength of that 
angelic biscuit he went forty days and forty nights! 
Have eourage, ye mediums of the present day, when 
starving, for the Christian Bible is on your side. 

Now, Ahab was an unjust man and a cruel king, 
but as his injustice and cruelty was not in favor of 
the Lord, the Lord did 'not like him. He desired 
greatly a vineyard near his house, belonging to 
Naboth, and offered to purchase or exchange with 
him. Naboth refused to part with his vineyard on 
any terms, because he had inherited it from his 
fathers. Ahab,-though king of Israel and Samaria, 
took it greatly to heart, lay down, turned away his 
face, and would eat no bread. His wife, Jezebel, 
questioned him, and learning the facts, declared, “I 
will give thee the vineyard of Naboth.” So she 
wrote letters in Ahab’s name and sealed them with 
his seal, proclaiming a fast, and that Naboth should 
be set on high, and charged him with blasphemy, 
through two men, sons of Belial, and he was stoned 
to death. Then she said to Ahab: ** Arise and take 
possession of the.vineyard of Naboth ;” and he did 
80. 

Now up springs Elijah, the Tishbite (of course, 
the word of the Lord came to him), with a maledic- 
tion against Ahab. The man who had butchered in 
cold blood four hundred men was just the sort to be 
affronted with such an outrage as Ahab had perpe- 
trated on one man through the instigation of his 
wife. He could afford to be very valiant in the 
service of his bloody God. Hear him: “Thus saith 
the Lord, Hast thou killed and taken possession? 
In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth 
shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine.” - He contin- 
ues with terrible anathemas in the name of the Lord, 


declaring that God will take away thy posterity and | 


cut off from Ahab . . . and that the dogs shall eat 
Jezebel. But finally, when Ahab humbled himself, 
God caved in a trifle, and said he would not bring 
the evil in Ahab's day but in his innocent son's day. 

'The succeeding chapter (xxii)is one of the most 
interesting in the infallible inspiration. Therein is 
recorded, * Behold, the Lord hath put a lying spirit 
in the mouth of all these, thy prophets” (Ahab's 
prophets; four hundred of them; see verse 6, not- 
withstanding Elijah had slain them all in chapter 
xviii. What a brood, hatched out in seven years, 
without even a nest egg to hatch from!) And also 
Ahab is killed, as predicted by the one true prophet 
against the four hundred false ones, and the blood 
ran out of his wound into the midst of his chariot; 


and one washed the chariot, and the dogs licked up| 


his blood, and they washed his armor, according 
unto the word of the Lord, which he spake. 

Now, who knows whether the prophecy antedated 
the event or the event the prophecy? The Lord 
could not have killed Ahab could he not have got 
him up to battle at Ramoth-gilead, and he had no 
means of getting him up there till one spirit told 
the Lord he would be a lying spirit in the mouth of 
all his prophets. Read the account for yourselves, 


and then realize to what miserable shifts Jehovah is 
obliged to resort to carry out his inflnite purposes. 

We now have Jezebel to dispose of, that the ' 
prope might be fulfilled in her case. "The man 
of God, Elijah, is carried ina chariot of fire with 
horses of fire by a whirlwind into heaven (2 Kings 
ii, 11), after he had, in chapter i; twice censured a 
captain and his fifty men because King Ahaziah had 
sent to another prophet—the god of Ekron—to in- 
quire whether he, the king, should recover from his 
sickness, instead of consulting. his worship, Pope 
Eljah. . i 

Now Ahab and Jezebel were very wicked, and 
were destroyed for murdering the innocent Naboth; 
but this man of God, after having slain four hundred 
prophets for no crime except prophesying in the 
name of Baal instead of Jehovah, called the fire of 
God down from heaven and consumed one hundred 
messengers, from the king to himself, innocent men, 
guilty of no evil, but who were compelled to do the 
king's bidding; and he would have consumed another 
fifty but that the captain came and fell on his knees 
before his august holiness and thus pleaded, “ O 
man of God, I pray thee, let my life and the life of 
these, thy fifty servants, be precious in thy sight," 
ete. ` : 

Verily, who shall say Christians have not had 
examples in holy writ for their bloodiest persecu- 
tions and their most inhuman martyrdoms ? 

Elisha succeeds Elijah. That accursed mantle 
falls on an equally. murderous successor, equally 
deceitful and treacherous. In chapter ix Elisha 
sends a young prophet to anoint Jehu; he'is made 
king by the soldiers, thus usurping the throne; kills 
King Joram in the field of Naboth; by treachery 
slays King Ahaziah, and when Jezebel looks out of 
the window in the tumult, orders the eunuchs to 
throw her down, and her blood was sprinkled on the 
wall and on the horses, and Jehu trod her under 
foot; then this holy King Jehu came in, ate, drank, 
and ordered the “ cursed woman ” to be buried, but 
there was found nothing but her skull, her feet, and 
the palms of her hands; the dogs had eaten the rest 
while this immaculate king was drinking in his pride 
and feasting in his Success. 

So the word of the Lord was fulfilled fifteen years 
afterwards which he spake by his servant Elijah, 
The carcass of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the 
face of the field in the portion of Jezebel, so that 
they shall not say, This is Jezebel. 

hat the prophecy might be fulfilled in regard to 
the house of Ahab, this pious Jehu caused seventy 
of the sons of Ahab to be beheaded, and ordered 
their heads to be taken out of the baskets.and laid 
in two heaps at the entering in of the gate. He 
also slew forty-two of King Ahaziah’s brethren, and 
by a masterpiece of subtilty (see chapter x) de- 
stroyed all the worshipers of Baal out of Israel 
under a pretense®of zeal for the Lord God; but he 
himself worshiped the golden calves in Bethel and 
Dan, and departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, 
which made Israel to sin. so 

Zeal for the Lord to-day, or a pretense of morality, 
leads the bigot and tke knave to make war upon 
virtuous men and women for selling a little book, | 
and to put them in prison in order to rid the com- : 
munity of their influence, lest their opposition to 
the existing God of Israel should open the eyes of 
some religious dupe; and were it possible, the Eli- 
jahs, Elishas, Jehus, and their confederates (alias 
the Comstock clique) would exterminate all those 
who will not bow their knee to their God, as did 
Jehu in his usurpation of the throne and in putting 
to death all the royal pairs, avowedly to destroy 
Baal and exalt the Lord God of Israel, when his 
own ambition, safety, and royalty were the ends he 
sought. Take heed ; be on your guard ; and be not 
deceived by the prophets of to-day. 

—————— S 


Science or Theology ? 


Which has done most to elevate mankind, science or 
theology ? Science. The word ‘‘science,” from the Latin 
scientia, from scio to know, corresponds to the German 
wissenschaft, and, in its strictly literal sense, means simply 
knowledge. The word ‘‘theology,” from the Greek theos, 
God, and logos, discourse, corresponds to the German theolo- 
gie gotteslehre, and literally means a discourse, or teaching 
about God. 

Now, our readers will please conceive of two substances, 
say copper and brass ; and when I ask the question, Which 
has been most useful to man ? they will answer copper or 
brass, as the case may be; if they answer copper, of course 
they mean copper Only, and not a mixture of copper and 
brass. They may view copper as used in connection with 
brass Or other materials, but they will nevertheless consider 
the use of copper only. So it is with this question, Science 
or Theology? _ 

It must be admitted that knowledge is the only thing that 
ever raised man above the level of beasts. Without it even 
theology could not hav existed. 

The only thing worthy the admiration of men is science. 
Exiract it from theology, and it will leave nothing but 
speculative insanity and positive ignorance. Science has 
done ell the good there has been done. Theology has done 
all the harm there has been done. Science has taught man 
to be true to himself. Theology has taught him to be true 
to his soul Science has taught man to be honest, Theol- 
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ogy has taught him to lie for Christ's sake. Science hes 
demonstrated the laws of nature. Theolcgy has taught the 
existence of ghosts and witches. Science has clothed the 
naked and fed the hungry. Theology has offered sacrifices 
to an imaginary being. Science has invented implements 
for the use of man; theology, for torture. Science has 
built steamships and railroads ; theology, dungeons for the 
poor. Science has limited itself to a real world ; theology, 
toan imaginary one. Science has filled the present. with 
love; theology, the future with fear. Science cares for 
man’s real body ; theology, for his impossible soul. Science 
has sunk wells in the desert, built roads across its dreary 
waste, and made it bloom like a rose. It has brought 
treasures from the flinty bosom of the earth ; it has cleansed 
our cities, reformed our prisons, stayed the ravages óf 
disease, and robbed death of its terrors. Theology burnt 
Michael Sorvetus, brought Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots, to 
the block, and spilled the innocent blood of thousands of 
others. It has opposed every science. It has chained the 
human mind. It has blackened every drop of human blood 
circulating through the religious world with the doctrine of 
eternal punishment. It has made men stupid, and is keep- 
ing them so. It has deluged the world with blood, and 
threatened to destroy every vestige of knowledge. Let 
theology alone. Hold on to science. W. M, SORUWERE. 


—————— or ——— —————— 
. Taxation of Church Property. 


To raz EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: While the 
defense Liberals hav made against the assaults of crafty and 
adroit bigotry and arrogance, masked under the pretense of 
protecting the public purity, is commendable, its policy is 
subject to criticism if it engrosses their resources to such an 
extent, that no vitality and energy are left to make aggressive 
warfare and retaliation. Tae enemy has chosen a field of 
action so advantageous that they can actually deceive with 
ease part of the natural and even instinctive friends of tol- 
erance and equitable rights, and cause others to conscien- 
tiously and honestly differ upon plausible technicalities and 
apparent pretexts of moral rectitude, and then grossly and 
unscrupulously misrepresent the comparatively isolated and 
scattering remnants. Defense and retaliation, in such an 
emergency, are unavoidable as well as imperative. Never- 
theless it is not policy to do all of our fighting on flelds 
selected by designing opponents, solely because their strate- 
gic surroundings are wholly in their favor. It is policy to 
shun their artiflces as much as possible without incurring 
exposures more dangerous than the inevitabilities of a disad- 
vantageous defense, Therefore I would recommend concen- 
trating our forces for an aggressive attack on one of our 
strongest cases, say the taxation of church property. The 
justice of the demands of Liberalism are so. manifestly. 

` axiomatical that ecclesiastical shrewdness long ago detected 
it and concluded to evade them entirely if possible by rais- 
ing an issue over obscenity and keeping the campaign in that 
field. ' i 

We should confront them in a way that will consume their 
strength in defensive efforts, instead of leaving it all availa- 
ble for further onslaught, by compelling them to tell why 
the congregations of cburches should enjoy privileges at 


the expense of other corporations and individuals, and: 
what is the difference in the final results of exemption and. 
‘of those disposed to make opposition orally or otherwise. 


granting appropriations, and if appropriations, direct or 
indirect, can be consistently maintained without making 
either the church or state dependent upon the other. Why 
should a voluntary church association of mere citizens 
possess greater rights than any other merely voluntary asso- 
ciation of mere citizens? Is it consistent to claim a church 
to bea free public institution when an association or con- 
gregation retains sufflsient control over it to actually rent 
out pews as strictly private property and prevent its general 
usé by the general public on equal terms with the member- 
ship part of the congregation? Does not the Civil Rights 
bill make hotels and various other institutions just as much 
so? Why should not the association that owns a church 
manage it, prevent its general use by the general pubiic, 
control it, receive its benefits, and honestly pay their houest ; 
- ghare of taxes? What becomes of the freedom of con- | 
science if believers may tax unbelievers, or unbelievers tax 
believers, to pay for their private congregational or denom- 
inational benefits? Is not that the result? Is net the prac- 
tical effect of exemption the same aa indirect appropriation? 
If churches are exempted, should not all property be: 
exempted? Does not the church inconsistently degrade 
itself far beneath the dignity of ordinary worldly honor, 
which cannot ask more for self than self is willing to con- 
cede to others, by asking for discriminations instead of 
equal rights? Can church property avoid taxation on the 
grounds that it is a benefit to the community so far as it 
does not resort to public plundering? Is not the plea just 
as good and strong for factories, mills, stores, good hotels, 
comfortable dwelling-houses, and well-cultivated farms? 
If beneficial institutions that result in good to society were 
not taxed, could the government be sustained? If unjust 
to tax the costly churches and cathedrals because they are 
devoted to God, why tax the humble Christian homes of 
devotion, prayer, worship, sacred in the performance of 
religious obligations? Will not citizens consistently avoid 
paying their honest taxes 80 long as they idolize an institu- 
tion that leads the way in the evasion of taxes and then 
degrades itgelf to moralizing the hypocrisy? Is it just and 
fair to exempt the sumptuous churches and cathedrals, 
often valued higher than the entire taxable property of a 
country township or sparsely populated county, thereby 
throwing an additional burden upon the rural districts 
without recelving any benefit because of their remoteness? 
Should not the state dictate to the churches the same as it 
controls the schools if it directly or indirectly grants them 
material aid in addition to its legitimate prerequisite of 
equally protecting their equitable rights? Is not the ancient 


plan of establishing and supporting one popular church by 
compulsory law just as tolerant and liberal as the modern 
plan of partially supporting a hundred, more or less, differ- 
ent ones in the same way? Should not private dwelling- 
houses be exempted, because they return no money revenue, 
as much as the churches, that do not raise revenues by pew . 
rents or otherwise? What are churches, dwellings, and 
similar institutions built for unless there is to be some form 
of benefit or some means of realizing on the investment? ` 
Should they not be taxed merely to prevent extravagence | 
and waste if there is no realization? Should the churches: 
be indirectly pensioned or treated as paupers so long 88 they ; 
owa over six hundred million dollars’ worth of property in ' 
this country? "Would it not be more truly philanthropic to | 
relieve the burdens of destitute and suffering humanity by 
tax exemptions than to aggravate the helpless by intensify- 
ing their trials to make amends for favoritisms confiscated 
by wealthy societies? 


These common questions, and numerous others equally as | 
familiar, should be given to the most active opponents and | 
the clergy, requesting them to giv & written answer to each 
in their numeric order, with the privilege of publication, 
explanatory of their opposition and defining their views of 
the matter from an equitable, moral, civil, and religious 
standpoint. I hav found the most reckless, blustering 
bigots aré very cautious and shy about committing them- 
Selves upon those points in that manner. Priests well 
know that silence is safer than arguments that critics want 
to handle, hence they arrange all their battles so they can 
protect themselves in the guise of virtue, frowning at obscen- 
ity, ete. : 

If those who favor the taxation of church property do 
not comprise an absolute majority, they approximate very 
closely to it; and every means should be husbanded to make 
the matter known. When politicians become convinced 
that any measure is wanted by a large number of citizens, 
they naturally drift into its advocacy. Politicians do not 
create the currents of popular opinion so much as they 
endeavor to float with it. Hence all agitations of the sub- 
ject that will call attention to it will result in our favor, 
and should be encouraged by every effective means available. 

Perhaps the plan of petitioning the Legislature is the best 
yet devised, for it will naturally bring the matter up for 
discussion at every point in the state where the principle is 
applied, and draw the local papers into the controversy, thus 
making practical progress at the remote sources of legisla- 
tive authority that will in the end avail more than the im- 
mediate effect at the representative centers. But its greatest 
advantage is the comparative ease with which it can be 
accomplished even by individuals isolated from local organ- 
izations. A single person in a township of ordinary size 
may secure two or three signatures by spending a single 
day, and that one town-meeting day, when little else would 
be done, by taking a position near the polls and inviting 
each voter's attention. The petition should be in the briet- 
est form possible, to get the consideration of those in a 
hurry. Those distributed last year by H. L. Green are the 
best I hav seen. Two or three headings besides the one 
attached to the signature paper should be provided, that the 
decision of those slower than civil service reform may be 
obtained. Be sure and hav several written or printed ques- 


latter quality is only the effect of education acting upon the 
organization of the individual, and this education is made 
up of all that is seen, heard, or felt. Just as organization 
grows and develops out of unorganization, the materials 
exist, always hav; but the combinations depend upon cir- 
cumstances. 

Children are often born idiotic. Does & God purposely 
create them thus? No; the conditions were not proper for 
a correct mental development, and the “ will” and **con- 
science” never came. Children are born so full of scrofula 
and other diseases that life is a continual burden and torture 
to them. Who is responsible? Not a god who would surely 
create only good and perfect beings, but ignorance and self- 
ish lust are the causes. Nature's laws always tend to pro- 
duce good and well-balanced organizations, but if interfered 
with they are bent out of the proper course, just as & ball is 
when struck by a bat and sent directly out of the course it 
was projected in by the sender, This is not an ‘‘exception 
to the universal law,” as thee thinks, but itis the result of 
several causes combining together and producing effects 
different from those that would hav resulted from the action 
of one or more primary causes. 

It is not only me that ridicules the idea of the sun and 
moon standing still, but hundreds of regular doctors of 
divinity do not credit it, and I saw only a bit ago a state- 
ment that the sun and moon meant two armies that were 
commanded to take no part in the fight, but to simply stand 
and wait. All science proves it false if taken literally, but 
as the Book never means what it says when it relates what 
you believers don't wish to be true, it is probable these two 
stationary orbs were not the real sun and moon after all. 

Yes, it is true enough that ‘‘law is interfered with every 
day.” The law of water isto seek an equilibrium. Men 
dam it up; it patiently goes right on climbing till the top of 
the dam is reached, and then it once more rolls on ita way. 
The dam “interfered” for a time, but it did not alter or 
change the law, and every law that held the flood back was 
just as truly acted out as that which caused it once more to 
flow onwards. 

Materialism, Darwinism, and Atheism never hav ''inter- 
fered " with a singie natural law ; only a god could do this, 
and as a god is.as much an impossibility as a broken or in- 
terrupted law, I here defy them to prove the existence of 
either the one or the other. We calla law broken when 
we do not liv or do right, but really it is only changed from 
a direct result by interfering causes into other and different 
results, and all these are caused by direct and unchanging 
laws. A. child is falling; the mother catches it and breaks its 
fall. One law,that of attraction, would hav brought the child 
to the floor; the will of the mother and her interposition in- 
terfered and other laws came into force and prevented ite 
direct result ; but all this was just as natural as the other 
would hav been. Will-power is just as much a natural 
force as is any other power. We will according to organi- 
zation, development, education, and circumstances. The 
drunkard wills to drink, the gambler to play, the philoso- 
pher to study, but each is what he is through natural laws. 
It is your god-creators and god-believera who need to trou- 
ble with the impossible. To us naturalists there is only 
one way open. That is to learn the law of dovelopment, 
and liv as nearly in accordance with the needs of human- 


tions similar to those hereinbefore given to worry the wits 


In the evening send a letter or postal card to each county 


; paper stating the number of signatures obtained and what 


for; also note the nature of the opposition to your question- 
paper, should it by any event take a tangible shape, and get 
it and the replies thereto printed in as many local papers a8 
possible, otherwise get it printed because none ventured a 
written answer. Hav the signatures written in a continu- 
ous line on only one side of the paper, for its, length is au 
important consideration, and get more of them, it possible, 
than we got last year. ‘lhe number should be increased 
each year until the request is granted, and can be if those 
interested in the matter will make any effort toward its 
&ccomplishment. f B. F. BABBITT, 
Hume, N. Y., Feb. 20, 1880. Sec. Hume L. L. 
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Thoughts for the Thoughtful, 
INSCRIBED TO J. H. DODD. 


Can anything be found in an effect that is not in the 
cause? No. Geology and kindred sciences teach that once 
there was no Organism, vegetable or animal; hence no will 
nor conscience. Now there are both will and conscience. 
Whence came they? (It will be interesting to me to know 
how matter and its potencies can create will and conscience, 
yes, and Consciousness.) You ridicule the statement that 
the sun and moon stood still, rivers dividing, shadows 
returning on the dial plate, etc. Well, you cannot ridicule 
them, for they are either facts or lies. If lies, please show 
it. If facts, your notions are emptier than chaff. It is a 
good game to ridicule what we cannot overthrow by fact or 
reason,—J. H. Dodd. 


FRIEND Dopp : I do not think thy position a square one. 
Xf effect and cause are all one, why hav different names and 
definitions for them. The oak of to-day found ils germ in 
the oak of years ago, and is partly the effect of that cause. 
But remember that no one effect results from a single 
cause, but everything that happens in. this century is the 
result of all the causes of the past centuries. Bingle causes 
and effecta cannot be separated from the influences of other 
causes and effects. Now the unborn child has no “ will, 
consciousness, or conscience." But with the first breath of 
vital air, the first experience ofseparate life and identity, it 
begins to receive impressions upon the blank, void, empty 
substance of the brain, and these impressions are multiplied 
with every influence that bears upoa the child. Cold, light, 
heat, food, pain, everything that effects it in any way, 
creates will and thought, and in time conscience, which 


ity in its highest and purest condition as is possible, and 
leave it to time to unveil the unknown and the hidden. 


* Is there an Infinite, an Absolute? 
And if there is, Infinite cannot put 
One drcp of ita eternal sea of light 
Into the tiny goblet of my sight? 
Why trcuble with a thicg I cannot know? 
Gauge action by the laws the senses show; 
Study the interests of the time that is, 
Tha speed we look at. What beyond them Hes 
May be. r may not be like what we view; 
A blank, unknowable, if falae or true. 
One cannot choose in reference to it then. 
The bounded must all motive power contain,” 
; —S, P. Putnam. 


Snowville, Va. ELMINA DRAKE LENKER, 


—€—————— 


A Few Thoughts Penned Down by Way of 
Comparison. 


We will suppose the church to be a large corn-field, the 
bishops, deacons, and members the owners and guardians 
thereof, tho people are the crows, the Bible the scarecrow, 
the priests use the power or wind to keep the scarecrow in 
motion so as to frighten the poor timié crow. Now, the 
crows, after being deceived and robbed of their just allow- 
ance year after year by the miserable fraud of a scarecrow 
until they are nearly starved to death, hav become des- 
perate and determined to investigate the scarecrow business. 
Accordingly, they venture to approach it, and, upon exam- 
ination, they find it to be a fraud, and nothing but a man of 
straw armed with a crocked stick for a gun, which the 
priests kept constantly turning as though it wanted to shoot 
all the crows in Christendom. Now, when they find they 
hav been deluded and wronged out of their just dues by 
the fraudulent image, they determine to hav satisfaction, 
and accordingly they make a raid on the corn-field; but no 
sooner do the bishops, deacons, etc., discover that the 
crows hav no fear or respect for their fraudulent image than 
they determine to compel them by force, and 80 the misera- 
ble horde arm themselves with the rack, thumbscrew, and 
other instruments of torture and death, and put to death all 
of the rebellious crows for having invaded the sanctity of 
the corn-field. 

This is just what the Christian churches hav done for 
ages past and are still doing, wherever thty hav the power, 
to this day. Wu, P. BURDICE, 

Saginaw City, Mich. 
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The Two Moralities.—2. 


In TuE T&guTER SEEKER of February 28th I placed before 
readers the ‘Nine Demands of Liberalism,” and singled 
out the Eighth for a little discussion. It reads as follows: 


** We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement of 
Christian morality shall be abrogated, and that all laws 
shall conform to the requirements of natural morality, equal 
rights, and impartial liberty.” 

This demand plainly concedes that there are two morali- 
ties—one Christian, the other natural; and it decidedly 
repudiates the one and accepts the other. 

The subject of morals takes in the whole wide field of 
human conduct—takes in family and neighborly relations; 
political. and social relations; state, national, and race re- 
lations ; property and sex relations. This demand means 
them all, includes them all, and rightfully claims the abro- 
gation of all Christian laws and conformity to natural laws 
concerning them all. A large part of general morals, how- 
ever, pertains to the sex relation. There is difference be- 
tween Christians and Naturalists with reference to all 
branches of morals, but not so much difference in any other 
branch as in the one concerning the relations of sex. There 
is more general agreement, the world over, between relig- 
ionist and irreligionist concerning, for instance, the rights 
of property and concerning some of the rights of speech and 
opinion. There is a very general deprecation on all sides 
of lying and stealing. But when opinion, or the free ex- 
pression of it, touches upon the relations of sex, Chris- 
tian morality rouses itself at once and setsfup claims that 
cannot be sanctioned by natural morality. It is the sex 
branch of morality with which, in this article, I propose to 
deal It is sex morality to which the Comstock laws relate. 
Itissex morality, or rather the Christian interpretation of 
it, which has put Mr, Bennett in prison. It is sex morality 
which split the League at Syracuse. It is sex morality of 
which the Indew and the Christian press generally take one 
side and Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Investigator, and all other 
Liberal papers generally, the other. 1t is plain, then, that 
there are two view8 of sex morals extant throughout the 
enlightened world. These two views are formulated in the 
Eighth Demand, and these two views I am *endeavoring to 
discuss. . 

Christian sex morality, then, means, aud can only mean, 
concession to the claims of its priesthood to hav the sole 

: 1 : : \ " . 
and exclusive right to interfere, to impose its advice, to 
prescribe its rules, and in all ways to regulate the relations 
of sex. Christian morality claims that the church shali set 
the fashion, form the code of etiquette, and lay down all the 
laws concerning the relations of sex. The church has a 
moral liturgy, à ceremonial abracadabra, an inane kind of 
*' intry mintry Cutry corn," which she says over, and exacts 
a fee for saying, whenever a pair of her adherents enter 
upon sex relations ; and she endeavors to extend, and does 
succeed in extending, her jurisdiction and impose this incan- 
tation upon all men and women, even those outside the 


. Ohristian fold ; and the Christian Church denounces all 


men and women as immoral who decline to take this turn- 
pike to matrimony and pay toll at.her gate. Indeed, large 
numbers of Liberals reject the Christian religion and yet 
accept its morals. They thoughtlessly concede this claim 
of the church to hav a right to impose a tariff and collect 
duties on all sex commerce—a tariff not alone of money but 
of conformity, of deference, of periodical report to celi- 
bates as to how connubiates are getting along. This is spe- 
cially and openly the divine and infallible method in the 
Old Line Church, but it is scarcely less practiced in the 
Protestant opposition shop overthe way. There are many 
subtle and unseen ways of extorting confession without 
going before a professional interviewer in the inquisitorial 
office. How do Liberals like this condition of subserviency 
in the dearest relations of life. Here they are bottled up in 
an atmosphere which they are compelled to breathe whether 
they like the fragrance of it or not—compelled, I mean, 
uniess they dodge, or hide, or pay large penalty for open 
revolt. : 

Now, the remedy for this state of things is the general 
assertion by Liberals of the principles of natural morality. 

It is time now to inquire what is natural morality. Ido 
not know what Mr. Abbot meant by it when he formulated 
this Demand. I do not know as he meant anything. lam 
quite sure he did not know the far-reaching meaning of the 
Demand as it is formulated. lam sure, ioo, that his late 
writings all demand the enforcement of a more strict, more 
stringent, more unreasonable Christian morality. But leav- 


ing the platform-maker and his inconsistency aside, what 


must the phrase, ** Natural morality” in the nature of things 
mean? . Well, throughout all animated nature it means 
spontaneous development, growth, and progress of the indi- 
vidual, of ;whatever creation it may be, according to the 
laws of its being. ‘The natural morality of a flower is that 
it shall blossom, be fragrant and beautiful, and offer hospi- 
tality to bees and humming birds, and beget other flowers 
after its kind. The natural morality of a bird is that it shall 
contribute its song to the universal concert, flash its colors 
A8 it flits over the landscape, catch the early worm, with 
ether birds in its little nest agree, and leave a generation 
after its kind. The very '' beasts," so much maligned, hava 
moxality many degrees higher than even the most enlight- 
ened nations of menkind, though perhaps a few hundred 
individuals may hav attained to that moral elevation— 
higher because it is natural morality and not Christian ; 
higher because in the whole animal creation no male beast 
Zmposes his attentions upon the female. Every male beast 


has the politeness to first gain her consent. It is reserved! 
for man alone, with his Christian morality, to exact * due | 


benevolence,” as the Christian coufessional has it, and com- 


‘pel favors which*he Cannot win by natural selection. 


With reference to man natural morality means conformity 
to nature in all his relations. In the relations of sex it 


means adaptation to the nature of the relation. It means 
observance of physical conditions, obedience to physiologi- i 
cal laws, conformity to natural affections. That cannot be, 
morally right which is physiologically wrong. : 

The scheme of social relations in which human beings find 
‘themselves placed is in the nature of a machine. "There'are 
several parts; there are nice adaptations, and they fit into 
esch other precisely. There are springs and motors, rota- 
tions and revolutions, eccentrics and balances; and the 
whole results in a process and a product. The social ma-, 
Chine has its conditions, and runs according to law, just like | 
any material machine. If these conditions are fulfilled, if 
the law of its movement is obeyed, social order and individ- 
ual happiness result; otherwise decidedly not. This ma- 
chine is made on purpose and fora purpose. If that pur- 
pose is kept in view in the conduct of life, all goes happy 
and well. Natural morality then discards all extraneous 
considerations, insists on the logic of relations, and demands 
loyalty to its purpose. Natural morality because it is natu- 
ral is not therefore lawless ; but, unlike Christian morality, 
its laws conform to its nature, spring out of its nature, are 
decreed by its nature. Natural morality has its rules of 
politeness, its code of etiquette, and its penalties for viola- 
tion. The practical working of this code and of these rules 
is the art side of nature. Every human process must hav 
its art as well as its nature. So simple a thing as the baking 
of a potato must hav its recipe—its.oven so hot, its expos- 
ure to heat so long. How much more should the complex 
processes of love be regulated by the laws of its domain ? 
The right administration of these laws requires the highest 
art. It is woman alone who has the happy tact and faculty 
of applying these principles and administering these laws. 
“ What woman wills God wills." The human race will be 
safe as long as the mothers of it hav the untrammeled con- 
trol of its continuity. Also, in an enlightened age, as man 
more and more emerges from the thirst for power and.love 
of conquest and ownership ; and as Christian morals more 
and more break down, and the course of true love more and 
more bursts its dams, dissipates its congestions, and equal- 
izes its circulation through the human race, man will hav 
no reason to complain of the new order of things. When 
he wins by attraction what he now compels by force, two 
emancipations will be effected, one of the master, another 
of the slave, and both will be immeasurably happier for the 
Changed relation. 

If the ‘man Friday," the one lone human being which 
Robinson Crusoe found on his Island, had been woman 
Friday, and, after a brief but all the more ecstatic courtship 
from the choice being Hobson's, they had put in practice 
the theory of natural selection and taken each other for 
better or for worse, at their own option, that would hav 
been a clear case of natural morality. If there had been 
two Crusoes and two Fridesses, there would hav been the 
added element of choice, and survival of the fittest ; but 
the unions effected would hav accorded with natural 
morality all the same. If the whole ship's officers and crew 
had been saved from the wreck, escaped to the Island, and 
had found an equal number of women castaways from a 
previous wreck, and no missionary, nor Christian, nor cler- 
-gyman among them to invoke divine intervention in their 
unions, the morality would be natural just the same. Num- 
bers would not affect the principle. 

Suppose now these shipwrecked maidens and mariners, 
not stopping to theorize about ‘‘ what constitutes a state,” 
should simply proceed to make the best of their circum- 
stances, and look about them for the means of subsistence. 
Suppose they shouid fashion their first rude tools, erect 
dwellings, establish homes, aid each other in labor, develop 
invention, share the results of labor equally, and generally 
make life in their new world as nearly as possible worth 
living. . Suppose this should go on for 200 years, the men 
and women uniting in the most natural way, bearing chil- 
dren also in the most natural way, rearing them in comfort, 
asking no one’s consent but the parties concerned, woman 
supreme in all that matter, and natural selection accorded its 
full play. Suppose all this time 

"The sound of the chureh-going bell 
These valleys and rocks never heard, 
Nor sighed at the sound of a knell, 
Nor smiled when a Sabbath appeared.” 

Now, however, to change the scene. Suppose at the end 
of 200 years this Island, with all its happy homes, its ‘‘ nat- 
ural morality, equal rights, and impartial liberty," should be 
‘‘ discovered" by some Christian nation, and the Christian 
discoverers should be shocked at the state of natural mo- 
rality. prevailing there. Suppose further the inevitable 
'* missionary " should follow, who should at once commence 
preaching Christ and not Aim so much crucified as the 
people to whom he was preached. How soon there would 
be a new fall of man!—yes, and fall of woman! How 
soon depravity would become total! and heaven, where 
there is neither marrying nor giving in marriage, would be 
banished from the Ieland. Christian morality, with domes- 
tic strife, social discord, the mistress, the courtezan, and the 
unhappy wife, would speedily become the order of the— 
night. And those whom these troubles did not carry down 
to early and despairing graves, Christian rum, tobacco, and 
opium would finish. "X 

There are further considerations which must be presented 
in another article. T. C. LELAND. 


Errata. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I desire 
that you Correct some niistakes in my last article. In the 
eighth line from the bottom of the first column the word 
‘losses’ should be loans; and in sixth and seventh lines 


“fifty” thousand should read five thousand. In last line, 
same column, ‘‘intrust” should read interest, If I made 
these mistakes in my manuscript, attribute it to very poor 
- health at that time. H. H. MORRISON. 

| Charleston, IU., March 18, 1880. 


Remarks of the Hon. Elizur Wright before the 
Massachusetts Legislative Committee. 

The Massachusetts legislative committee on constitutions] 

amendments gave a hearing, at the State House in Boston 


recently, upon a proposed amendment to the slate consti- 
tution, so as to giv equal freedom for all beliefs and disbe- 


‘liefa before the law, as prayed for by the Paine Liberal 


League and others. Elizur Wright, J. C. Verity, and other 


‘gentlemen, advocated the amendment, which is expressed ” 


as follows in the petition ; 


No belief or disbelief on matters concerning any or all 
religions shall exercise or hold, in any way, shape, or man- 
ner, the slightest pre-eminence, immunity, exemption, or 
advantage, under tne law, over any other belief or disbelief 
on matters concerning any or all religions ; and no person 
or property shall be ic any manner exempt from the public 
duties, taxes, or other burdens, on account of any religious 
or irreligious considerations. 


The Hon. Elizur Wright addressed the committee at 
length, and appended will be found a comprehensive sum- 
mary of his remarks : : 

A constitution of government, to be in the highest degree 
useful, must not contradict itself. If a constitution declares 
that all men are born free and equal, that they hav a right 
to enjoy and defend their lives and liberties, that the 
liberty of the press is essential to the security of freedom in 
a state, then it necessarily follows that every mun has a 
right to hold and express his own opinions, whatever they 
may be, provided he doth not disturb the public peace or 
obstruct others in the enjoyment of their liberties. . It also 
necessarily foilows that the majority stultifies itself if in the 
same constitution it dictates or declares what opinions on 
any subject the minority ought to hold. .The fundamental 
declaration of the majority, above cited, on which the con- 
stitution of Massachusetts rests, is its solemn pledge not to 
meddle with opinions, but only with acts that disturb the 
public peace, or obstruct others in the enjoyment of the 
liberties that are guaranteed to alljalike. Yet the consti- 
tution of Massachusetts, as originally adopted, did contra- 
dict itself by undertaking to compel the legislature to com- 
pel the several towns, parishes, and precincts to make pro- 
vision for the public worship of God, with Protestant 
teachers of piety and religion, and ,to compel attendance 
thereon. : à 

By the progress of Liberal opinions the majority at length 
came to see that this did not work well In practice. Conira- 
dictions seldom do. Article 3 of the Bill of Rights was then 
stricken out, and article 11 of the amendments was subati- 
tuted for it. Massachusetts no longer compelled towns, 
parishes, precincts, and other bodies politic, or religious 
societies, to make suitable provision, etc., in case such pro- 
vision was not made voluntarily ; and no longer invested 
the “ legislature with authority to enjoin upon all subjects 
an attendance upon the instructions of the public teachers 
aforesaid.” But it still asserted the abstract opinion that 
the public worship of God promotes the happiness and 
prosperity of a people and the security of a republicaa gov- 
ernment. And it asserted this opinion as a reason for lend- 
ing the civil power to religious bodies to enforce their taxes 
for the support of public worship. And in the very same 
breath,.as if conscious that such a loan of power was a con- 
tradiction of the first article of the Bill of Rights, it pro- 
vided that any member of sucha body should be exempt 
from any such tax by filing with its clerk a “° written notice 
declaring the dissolution of membership." Notwithstanding 
this total nullification of the loan of power granted in the 
preceding clause, the legislature proceeded (see General 
Statutes, chapter 30) to enact the said loan, in detail, includ- 
ing the provision which made it of no practical effect. 
Were it only to escape the ridicule and contempt of all the 
logical minds in the civilized world, Massachusetts should 
amend this article 11 of the amendments so as to make it 
consistent with itself, to say nothing of making it consistent 
with the preamble and article 1 of the Bill of rights. 

But the Legislature, in chapter eleven, section five of 
the General Statutes, has committed an injustice in direct 
conflict with the preamble and article one of tha Bill of. 
Rights, for which the only possible excuse is the principle 
or abstract opinion stated in article eleven of the amend-. 
ments. It, by tbat law, exempta from taxation all '' houses 
of religious worship," no matter how extravaganily built or 
furnished. This is no less a.subsidy than if the amount of 
the tax remitted were paid to the religious or worshiping 
bodies annually out of the state treasury. Now, if these 
religious bodies accept that subsidy, then the abstract 
opinion which asserts that the worship of God is the security 
of republican government does not apply to them, If that 
opinion is true at all, it is only true of a worship which 
does not conflict with justice—a worship tendered by a 
body of men and women who insist, individually and col- 
lectively, on paying tothe state a fair and just.compensation 
for the protection which their worship &nd their ecclesiasti- 
cal property recieve from the state. A religion which ig 
willing to accept any direct or indirect subsidy from the 
state, and actually receives it, comes in conflict, more or 
less, with the pecuniary interests of the irreligious, and is 
therefore manifestly a source of insecurity to a republican 
government, Franklin, perhaps the wisest statesman of the 
last century, in 1780 wrote to Rev. Dr. Price, himself a 
statesman as well as a religious man: 

When a religion is good, I conceive it will support itself, 
and when it does not support itself, and God does not care 
to support it, so that its professors are obliged to call for 
the help of the civil power, ‘tis a sign, I apprehend, of its 
being a bad one. : 

1f this be true, and all religions were to be placed in the 
constitution on a precise equality with irreligion, in regard ` 
to favorable opinion, taxation, and everything else, no relig- 
ions would die except bad ones. 

Macaulay, one of tbe wisest statesmen of the present cen- 
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. tury, and, by no means, an enemy to religion, wrote, as 
long ago as 1840, thus © 


Every man, be he idolater, Mohammedan, Jew, Papist 
Socinian, Deist, or Atheist, naturally loves life, shinee 
from pain, desires those comforts which can be enjoyed 
only in communities. where property is secure. To be. mur- 
dered, to be tortured, to be robbed, to be gold into slavery 

' to be exposed to the, outrages of gangs of foreign bandiiti 
calling themselves patriots—these are evidently evils from 
which men of every religion and men of no religion wish to 
be protected; and therefore it will hardly be disputed that 
men of every religion and of no religion hav thus far a com- 
mon interest in being well governed. ` But, whether 
there be one God or many, what may be his natural and 
what his moral attributes ; in what relation his creatures 
stand to him ; whether he has ever disclosed himself to us 
by any other revelation than that which is written in all the 
parts of the glorious and well-ordered world which he has 
made; whether his revelation be contained in any perma- 
nent record ; how that record should be interpreted, and 
whether it -has pleased him to appoint any unerring inter- 
preter on earth—these are questions respecting which there’ 
exists the widest diversity of opinion, and respecting which 
the great majority of our race has, ever since the dawn of 
regular history, been deplorably in error. i 

Now, here are two great objects; one is the protection of 
the persons and estates of citizens from injury; the other is 
the propagation of religious truth No two objects more 
entirely distinct can well be imagined, The former belongs 
wholly to the visible and tangible world in which we liv i 
the latter belongs to that higher world which is beyond the 
reach of our senses. The former belongs to this life ; 
the latter to that which is to come. Men who are perfectly 
agreed as to the importance of the former object, and as to 
the way of attaining it, differ as widely as possible respect- 
ing the latter object. We must, therefore, pause before we 
admit that the persons, be they who they may, who are 
inirusted with power for ihe promotion of the former 
object ought always to use their power for the promotion 
of the latter object, 


If there is any force in this argument of Macaulay, our 
"constitution of civil government should express no opinion 
whatever in regard to the importance, or utility, or ovliga- 
tion of religious worship. 1t professes to be an agreement, 
The parties to it agree that all religious worship consistent 
with the public peace, that is, which does not interfere with 
the rights of other worshipsrs or non-worshipers, shall be 
protected from violence or disturbance. They do not agree 
as to its obligation, importance, or utility. To say that they 
do isto say what is not true to-day, even if it were true 
forty years ago, which may be doubted. There are good 
citizens of both sexes to-day who believe in the eternal 'aws 


of justice, order, and harmony of the universe, but do not 
believe that these laws any more depend on the personal 
will of a “legislator of the universe ” than the rule of three 
does ; and who think it as idle and unreasonable to pray to 
the infinite and unknowable as it would be to pray to the 
attraction of gravitation. It does not follow that these citi- 
zens feel any less than others the ties and obligations of 
human brotherhood, or that they will do less to make this 
world happy because they do not know or profess to know 


anything of another, 


All these citizens ask is that practically they shall be 
placed on an equality with all others before the fundamental 
law, and that there shall be no expression of opinion in the 


constitution to which they cannot agree. 
If there is a flaw in Macaulay’s argument, if there is a 


knowable ‘‘legislator of the universe,” who exercises a 
providence over human affairs, and whose direction we are 


under obligation by acts of supplication and worship to seek, 
ag the present Constitution plainly declares, then the Con- 
stitution itself, and the ‘‘frame of government” it estab- 


lishes, being simply an agreement between parties who never 


showed any Commission or special sanction from the legis- 
lator of the universe, or pretended to, hav no right to exist. 
There should be no government except a theocracy. Indeed, 


unless the legislator of the universe has abdicated, there 


cannot be any other. It is for kings and popes to govern 
_ by “ divine right,” but not for republics. 


. [From Dr. Foote’s Health Monthly. 
A Good Word for Mr. Bennett. 


A gentleman sending a subscription for the Health 


Monthly, writes as follows: “Iam much pleased with the 
information it (the Health Monthly) givsits readers in regard 
to preventing disease, etc.; much more happy am I to see 
that you. are men who dare say a good word for that grand 
old man, D. M. Bennett, who is now in prison for breaking 
no law of God or man, and as lsee month after month 
passing by, and President R. B. Hayes taking no measures 
to liberate the victim of superstitious fanaticism, it is a sure 
sign there is something rotten, not only in Denmark but in 
America.” f 

By the way, we hav a cheery little line from Mr. Bennett. 
He regrets that any effort was made for his liberation based 
upon his recent illness. He says, ‘‘ If I cannot be liberated 
on the merits of the case, why let me stay here until my 
time is served out, say I.” It will be gratifying to Mr. 
Bennett's friends to learn that he is in more comfortable 
health, in such excellent spirits, and withal so brave. 


oe ———— 


John Brown Smith at Liberty. 


To THE EDITOR or Tau TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav been 
released from Northampton Jail, after eleven months of im- 
prisonment. About a dczen or more different persons offered 

to pay the tax and costs of commitment amounting to $5 62, at 
' different times the past eight months, but the officials claimed 
the board money, and: consequently continuously declined 
to release me. Finally, they instructed the sheriff, on 
February 25ih, to release me as.above, and that they would 
agree not to make a claim of board-money against him. 
The board and other expenses amounted to over $100. 


Bomebudy paid the $9.62, and I was released at once. Of] 


is attempting to organize an auxiliary League in that town. 


for petitions for the taxation of church property can apply 


course, the town feels as though they had been badly beaten 
because they had lost so much and still failed to force me to 
pay it or to convince me that their way of thinking was 
hetter than my own. It would hav taken another year. of 
imprisonment to bring the town to unconditional terms of 
surrender, and my friends thought nothing would be gained 
by it. Ofcourse I come out with the principle of volun- 
taryism in society, vindicated because I did not pay the tax, 
and it was paid, voluntarily, by another person who thought 
it a duty to release me from prison. I hope that D. M. 
Bennett will come out of prison in good condition. My 
address will be Amherst, Mass. 
Yours fraternally, 

Amherst, Mass., Feb. 27, 1880. 
——— » ___ 


Liberal League Notes. 
Mr. 8. Hoag, of New York Mills, Oneida county, N. Y., ! 


JOHN Brown SMITH. 


Every Liberal in the vicinity should aid him. 
FRIENDS in the state of New York who desire headings: 


to E. M. Sellon, No. 12 8. Division street, Buffalo, or to me. 
There i8 no time to be lost in circulating them. 


I LEARN from the Cleveland Herald that Prof. B. F. 
Underwood spoke to an immense audience at Case Hall, in 
Cleveland, on the evening of February 25th. The Herald 
states that '* Mr. Underwood is to-day classed as one of the 


best representative speakers in the lecture field of extreme |: 


Liberal belief, and is second only to Robert G. Ingersoll." 


Eacu member ef the Executive Committee of the National 
Liberal League, each member of the state sub-committees, 
the secretaries of the various Local Leagues, the Liberal 
speakers who are interested in the Liberal League move- 
ment, and any other friends of the League movement, are 
requested to forward me any items of news in relation to 
the League movement that may come to their knowledgé. 
Write briefly but to the point. 


Mr. R. P. Wircox, a worthy young man of sixteen years 
of age, is publishing The Monthly Review, a small but inter- 
esting Liberal paper, at Milan, Erie county, Ohio. As it is 
but twenty cents a year, every Liberal should subscribe for 
it, and aid our young friend. In a few years we shall need 
such young men to take the place of those who are now at 
the head of our Liberal journals. Iam confident our young 
friend will make his mark in the future. E 


Ox February 22d an auxiliary Liberal League was formed 
in the city of Dallas, Texas, consisting of some forty mem- 
bers. Mr. John Stone was elected President, and Dr. 
D. Mackey, Secretary. I also learn that in Houston, Texas, 
the public mind has been greatly agitated by a biblical con- 
troversy between Major Penn, a Baptist revivalist, and Col. 
Eldridge, a Liberal lecturer. Penn spoke in Armory Hall, 
and Col. E!dridge in Gray’s Opera House, which was 
thronged. The Jewish Rabbi Voorsanger has taken a hand 
in the controversy, and the whole city has become inter- 
ested in it. 


Mr, Wirus McDoNALD, of Walla Walla, Washington 
territory, is very desirous that some Liberal lecturer from 
the East visit that section in the interest of the Liberal 
League movement. He says: ''There are a great many 
Liberalists and Spiritualists on the Pacific coast, and with a 
little effort a great many Leagues could be formed, which 
would strengthen the cause materially. Some of the Lib- 
eral friends here hav requested me to send to you for blanks 
and instructions to form a Liberal League. Please send the 
documents along, and we will proceed to organize and take 
outa charter. I think we can start with twenty members.” 
Speakers who are going West should correspond with Bro. 
McDonald. His address is P. O. Box 234, Walla Walla, 
Washington territory. 


Friznps who desire to organize auxiliary Liberal Leagues 
can proceed in the following manner. Draw upa paper as 
follows : ** We, the undersigned, residents of the town of 
———, in the state of —~—, do hereby agree to be the 
charter members of a Liberal League auxiliary to the 
National Liberal League, and pay the sum set opposite our 
respective names, for the purpose of procuring a charter for 
a League to be known as “The ——— Liberal League of 
." That so soon as the charter is obtained we agree 
to meet at the time and place designated by a majority of 
the following-named persons and perfect the organization 
of the League. We authorize the first person hereafter 
named to order our charter and act as our secretary until 
our permanent secretary is elected. 

Name. | Residence. | Amount Paid. 
So soon as ten or more names are procured and five dollars 
paid in, the temporary secretary willsenda post-office order, 
or registered letter, for five dollars, and the names of the 
proposed charter members, to Prof. A. L. Rawson, Secre- 
tary National Liberal League, 84 Bond street, New York 
city, on receipt of which Secretary Rawson will return the 
charter with the charter members’ names inscribed thereon. 
Then the charter members should meet and permanently 
organize. They can adopt such constitution and by-laws. 
a8 they choose not in conflict with the Constitution of the 
National Liberal League. ` 

After a Liberal League is organized, if it intends to liv 
and prosper, it should engage in some practical work. The 
following letter from Prof. H. M. Kottenger will giv our 
League friends a good idea of what a live League can and 
should do. The Professor says: 

The Liberal League of San Jose, Cal., was organized on 
the 17th of September, 1879. Ever since we hav held regu- 
lar meetings every Sunday in a hall, and besides we hav had 
several social gatherings at private residences. "The follow- 
ing are the subjects we hav discussed at our Sunday meet- 
ings: ‘Total discontinuance of religious instruction and 
worship in the public schools;" ‘Women ought to hay 


equal rights with men ;” “Has the government the right to 
impose licenses on the sale of goods?” *'Is the actual 
management of our state prisons human ?”. ‘‘'The evolu- 
tion theory applied to the dogma of immortalitv;" ‘The 
platform of the National Liberal League ;” ‘‘ Did Jesus 
Christ ever exist ? and if 80, what do we know concerning 
his life ?” *' Has the Christian religion proved a benefit to 
mankind ?" With the League a Liberal lyceum is con- 
nected, in which several teachers instruct the youth every 
Sunday. My book, “The Youth’s Liberal Guide," among 
others, is used as a text-book for the lyceum. On the 29th 
of January we paid a modest tribute to the memory of 
Thomas Paine, by a public meeting, at which addresses, 
speeches, and singing, appropriate for the occasion, were 
engaged in. 

FRIENDS, the Liberal cause was never before so prosper- 
ous asitis to-day. Let us everywhere cease our domestic 
Contentions, close up our lines, and turn our guns on the 
common enemy of liberty and mental freedom. On the one 
hand, let us cordially fellowship that class of Liberals rep- 
resented by the scholarly and popular lecturer B. F. Under- 
wood, and, on the other hand, the class represented by that 
most pointed, sarcastic, and interesting writer T. C. Leland. 
We hav a great conflict before us, and before the victory is 
gained we shall stand in need of all the aid we can receive 
from any quarter. é . . H. L. GREEN. 
Salamanca, .N. Y., Feb. 29, 1880. 


e 


A Positivist’s View of Thomas Paine. 


The following letter, by T. B. Wakeman, was read at the 
Paine Celebration, held in Paine Hall, Boston, January 
29th. Jt should hav appeared before, though it belongs to 
the kind of documents that never get outdated : 


New Yon, Jan. 27, 1880. ! 

DEAR Frens: It is certain I cannot be with you on 
your St. Thomas’s Day—the 29th—cn body, but in that 
which is more important—in spirit, heart, miad, and pur- 
pose, count me as present. Your kind invitation recalls 
some of the grand qualities of your Hero, which are now 
sadly needed, and which I hope your festival will help to 
revive and ‘‘ materialize” in us all: 

1. His sublime faith and courage. In the dread crisis that 
tried the souls of men, he saw that‘‘ Forward to Independ- ` 
ence!” was the only way out. So with us—Forward to an 
independent substantial Liberal organization is the only 
way out of the bulragging with which our enemies hope to 
wear us out. It is not our business to answer scandals, but 
to secure and organize liberty and progress. All we hav to 
do with the bad, even if it exists, isto drop it and go right 
on with the good. The only answer to a bad past is a better 
future. Mind! I don’t take it for granted that the past has 
been very bad. I think it hag been as good as could reason- 
ably hav been expected under the circumstances. Many 
dogs run out and bark terribly when you pass their old 
houses, not because you are doing wrong, but because you 
do pass them. ‘You will never get anywhere if you stop to 
silence those Curs with whips, words, or even stones. That 
is just what they want. It makes mighty big dogs of them. 
Only drive on briskly about your real business, and not one 
of the little, metaphysical whiffets will follow you far. 

2. The next great quality of your Hero that you must 
infuse into us is his Patriotism of Humanity. ''The world 
is my country!" he said. What enlargement of heart and 
soul is there in those words! It is to liv at once in, and 
for, the whole, the good, and the true. It is to develop the 
fulness and glory of life in ourselves and our fellows to the 
uttermost; to make the whole world one country and our 
country; that is, to glorify MAN by realizing his brother- 
hood in act and thought. When that is all done, there will 
be time to glorify the gods. f 

8. The religion of your Hero and galnt you must make 
ours a8 fast as possible. í 

“To do good is my religion!” That was his life-object 
and motto. That is affirmative, constructive, positive! It 
is the Religion of Humanity in a line, We too generally 
regard Paine as an iconoclast—a negative, destructive agi- 
tator. But this was only half of his character and career. 
He wasa builder, not only of iron bridges, but of Republics, 
including our owp, and also of Faiths. He, as much as any 
man of his time, built up the common faith of the people in 
Science, that is, in the verifiably true, instead of scholastic 
nonsense. But, more than this, he built up the faith among 
the people in the essential goodness of the human heart, 
instead of its utter depravity. He had an abiding faith in 
the people, in his race, in Hümanity, and in its ultimate 
progress, victory, and glory! And thereby, by this human 
relivion, he has been saved in spite of all the gods and 
devils, and even his own faults, and has left the hope of 
80me salvation even for the worst of us if we but liv and 
work for the interests that cannot die. Bo true is it that 

“ For all human failings 
A pure Humanity atones.”’ 

Now, that you may not take my letter for a sermon, let 
me end it with a toast: 

“Tuomas PAINE—the Hero-Author!—who, in order to do 
the Good, taught us to dare to know the True!" 

Yours ever, T. B. WAKEMAN. 
To Messrs. Mendum and Beaver. 


THE CONTRAST. 
Boston, Jan. 17, 1880. 

MR. E. Menpum, NEC'Y: Your invitation, in behalf of the 
Committee, to be one of the epeakers at the celebration of 
Paine's birth-day, at Paine Hall, has been received, and is 
respectfully declined. Truly yours, Francis E. ABBOT. 

—— rr ————— 

A SUBSCRIBER Signing himself “Els. Thayer,” makes a 
remittance without giving his town, county, or state, Will 
he please giv his residence? 


`. remote from his natal place. 
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Chrishna, 1200 B. C. 


To tHe Eprror or Taz Trora SEEKER, Sir: From 
various sources of ancient and modern lore I hav deducted 
the following concise sketch of the life, doctrine, and 
works of Chrishna, the Hindoo savior of the world. One 
remarkable feature of his life is the striking analogies 
between him and Christ, who, it is recorded, had an exist- 
ence 1,200 years afterward: 

The name of Chrishna’s virgin mother was Maia, who, it 
is written, conceiyed her son by the oversh adowing spirit of 
God (Brahms) The Hindoo Holy Bible declares that 
Brahma and Biva, with hosts of attending spirits, came to 
Maia and sang to her, “In thy delivery, O favored among 
women! all nations shall hav cause to exult!” He was 
foretold by his forerunner, Bali Rama, who proclaimed him 
throughout all India previous to his advent. 


On the 25th day of December, 1200 s, C., at the conclu- 
sion of the brazen age, at midnight, in a cave in the land of 
Matarea, amid the denizens of subterraneous abodes, in 
Order to teach the people a lesson of true humility, God 
(Brahma) put on mortality by coming to earth in the person 
of the child savior, Chrishna, in exact fulfilment of 
prophecy. The child purported to hav been delivered 
through his mother's side. When the celestial infant 
appeared, a chorus of heavenly spirits saluted him with 
hymns, the whole room was illuminated by his light, and 
the understanding of his parents was opened, so that they 
knew him to be the preserver of the world, and they at 
once began to worship him. He was also visited by a 
chorus of angels, and surrounded by prophets and shep- 
herds from the East, who were guided hither by a bright 
star, which indicated his birthplace, and which also indi- 
cated his divinity, for we are told as soon as Nared heard of 
his fame he examined the stars and pronounced him the son 
of God (Brahma). Gold, frankincense, and myrrh were 
presented to him as offerings, in appreciation of his majesty 
and glory. 

When Chrishna was still an infant, his mother and 
“adopted” father, Nanda—a carpenter by trade—were ; 
warned by an angel to flee with their child from the wrath 
of the tyrant Cansa, the then ruler of that nation. The 
decree of this ruler for the destruction of the young savior 
was as follows: “Let active search be made for whatever : 
young children there may be upon earth, and let every boy 
in whom there may be found signs of unusual greatness be 
slain without remorse.” | 


By this fiendish and bloody scheme he hoped to destroy ; 
the god-child, for he had heard of his greatness being 
sounded abroad, and he feared for his own power and glory 
among the people. But Chrishna's parents, in response to 
the angel's warning, had fled with him to Gokul, a region 
In their flght Maia and 
Nanda approached the river Jumna, the waters of which. 
were miraculously separated, so that they passed. over dry- 
shod, in a similar manner to Mcses at the Red Sea, as: 
recorded in the Christian Bible of the present day. 

When Chrishna was probably eleven or twelve years of | 
age his parents sent him to a learned Brahmin as tutor, 
whom he greatly astonished with his vast learning, and, 
under whose tuition he mastered the whole circle of sciences | 
in a day and a night. 

This savior was perfect and without sin, and his mission | 
on earth was not to destroy previous religion but to purify : 
it, and to presch better doctrines, declaring himself to be 
the savior of the world—the way, the mediator between 
God and man. He passed life in doing good—preaching 
(one remarkable termon reported to hav been delivered on & 
mount), teaching in parables, calling sinners from the evil 
of their ways, performing wonderful miracles, and raising 
the dead. One of his first miracles was the cure of a leper. 
With all his greatness he was so humble as to wash his 
friends' feet. He chose twelve disciples from among his 
believers, who followed and worshiped him as '' God the 
Most High;" also, styling him Redeemer, Mediator, Mes- 
siah, Intercessor, the Holy Lamb, the True Light, the Giver 
of Light, etc. His disciple, Amarca, upon a certain occa- 
sion, addressed him thus : ‘‘ Thou art the Lord of all things, 
the God of the Universe, the Emblem of Mercy, the Be- 
stower of Salvation!’ He was also proclaimed as *‘ Judge 
of the Dead ;” also termed “the Lion of the Tribe of 
Sakia.” 

The Christian missionary, Huc, says: “A Mogul, or 
Thibetan, When asked who Chrishna was, will reply : ‘The 
savior of men.’ 

In the time of Alexander the Great—330 s. C —readers 
of history will remember that millions of people worshiped 
him as God. He was also represented as the seed of the 
woman, crushing the serpent’s head. On ancient sculptures 
and monuments he is represented with his heel on the head 
of a serpent, thus provisg that his mission was to save the 
people from sin, or the devil. So great and wonderful 
appeared his works to the men of that day that they who 
saw them declared to his father, Nanda, that he could not 
possibly be his father, and so widespread was his fame and 
popularity that over 800,000,000 people were brought to 
worship him as a God and believer in his divinity. 


Chrishna taught the ordinance of baptism, setting the 
example himself by being immersed in the river Ganges. 

"We are told by writers that he spread among the people 
holy doctrines of purest morality, teaching them exalted 
principles of charity, self-denial, and self-respect, at a time 
when the desert countries of the West were inhabited only 
by savage tribes, and at a time long before Christ and his 
career were thought of. Cunningham says the Hindoos 
were indebted to Chrishna for a code of pure and practical 
morality which inculcated charity, chastity, the perform- 
ance of good works, abstinence from evil, and general 
kindness to all living things. His precepts, which would 


-ancient Hindoo sculptures and monuments, by Mr. Moore, 


; sented with nail-holes if his hands and feet, and in one with 


, with a hole in his side, and tb his collar hangs the emblem 


'p:wer snd his glory, and shall reconcile the world unto 


fill a volume, cisp!ay profound thought and wisdom, as the la great mistake'to suppose that in the recent clash and con- 
following selected ones will show : flict between capital and labor the right was all on one side 
Let your hand be always open to the unfortunate. and the wrong on the other." 
Avoid envy, covetousness, falsehood, imposture, and Garfield: '**When the Life of Thomas. Jefferson was 
slander. ` i i written, by S. S. Randall, of New York, a copy of the vol- 
: Duly tha humble sre beloved of God. ume was sent to the great British historian Lord Macaulay. 
o good for . 2 
‘Above all things cultivate love for your neighbor. He answered, thanking the author for T. iue but 
Look not upon women with unchaste desire. remarked that he had no admiration. for Jeilerson. The 
Women should be protected with tenderness and shielded American expressed his surprise, and desired to know his 
with fostering solicitude. reasons. Thereupon Macaulay, on the 28d day of May, 
Desrade women AE RAD 1857, wrote a letter in which he said: ‘I do not believe 
o right not from fear n ent. ] "m" : "ut ere p : 
From thought springs the will, from the will action, true that it is possible to establish institutions that will be per 
or false, jusigor unjust. manent based upon the votes of people counted by the head. 
Hid i : That proceeds upon the supposition that the rich and the 
tende b 
It is recorded of Chrishna that so great was his tenderness poor, the wise and the ignorant, the virtuous and the 
vicious, are all counted as equals, and endowed with equal 


and compassion that he forgave his enemies, and, after 
giving up the ghost, descended into ‘hell to teach soule in political power. That,’ said he, ‘is the fatal vice of your 
institutions that Jefferson founded.’ I endeavored five 


bondage. i 
years ago to answer it, and said that Macaulay took no 


At thirty years of age he was betrayed to his enemies— 
who sought to destroy him through envy and a belief that account of the tremendous power of our educational forces. 
He did not know, he could not know, the almost omnipo- 


he was an impostor—by one of his twelve disciples, Angada 

by RES sees lan Se dps bur d by Pound eg ps tent power of universal education to enlighten and ennoble 
clin, e i Fa Hat D Pu AS Papius h ep op P " 18 our people and fit them for the liberties and duties of 
Gllowere belleved-taat by cR 900%, ch was shed upon | American citizenship. In this rests our hope; and while 
the light of our schools shines undimmed and unclouded 


the cross, atonement was forever made for all their trans- 
gressions, and that all animal and human sacrifice was | apon jp our children we may safely count upon centuries 
of liberty and safety.” 


henceforth done away with. When this pagan savior knew 
At the same time, at the same place, and in the same 


his last hours had come, forbidding his disciples to follow 

him, he repaired to the banks of the river Ganges, and, |y à im p ; F 
2 x , | breath—the pending proposition being the reduction of the 
having performed three ablutions, he knelt down, and, army to dicen spo men=he Medi “The d may 
gin bur to dd prayed a God (Brahma). During | come when we shall find it necessary to fight for society ; 
is Cruciixion a ciou aire ed = moon, and the sun | and when that time comes, the first signal of the contest will 
was darkened at noonday, and the sky rained ashes and fire | make [pointing to the Democratic side of the chamber] us 
one. To what power shall we look in that struggle to pro- 


down from heaven.: Three days after his burial he arose 
from the dead and appeared to his disciples in all his} tact and save society if it be not to the Constitution and the 
strong arm of the national government? I trust that the 


divine majesty ; after which he ascended to Brahma (God) 
gentleman from New York, Mr. Hewitt, whose material 


in the presence of a multitude, and they who saw him 

cana n = d pe ascends to its native | stake in the stability and good order of the Union is much 

skies!—to the bright paradise from whence he had de-|,rester than mine, will help to make that stake secure, and 
consent to an amendment fixing the army at twenty-five 


scended !" 

In the British Museum are drawings from characters on | thousand men.” 

In reference to the bill demonetizing silver, in 1878, this 
great statesman, in a speech delivered in Springfield, Ohio, 
said : ‘‘lt is but due to say, for it is the truth, that I know 
nothing about the bill. It was passed, like many other bills, 
upon the recommendation of the chairman of the committee 
which had it in charge. I, as chairman of the committee 
on appropriations, having my hands full of work, took the 
word of a prominent Democrat and Republican that it was 
all right. The ayes and nays were not asked for, and I do 
not remember whether I voted at all." 

The poor fellow remembers distinctly that the ayes and 
nays were not asked for on such an important measure, but 
does not remember whether he voted at all. How conven- 
ient sometimes a failure to record the vote! And for pass- 
ing that bill without remembering it this great man was re- 
warded by the capitialists with a seat in the Senate. 

Washington, D. C. Isaac COHEN. 


t$ ——————— 


The Oneida Community. - 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUOTR SEEKER, Sir: I desire 
to say a few words in reply to L E. Huggins, and to begin 
with, will say that I hav lived within one mile of the 
* family " mentioned above nearly fourteen years, and hav 
taken great pains to study into their system and mode of 
living ; therefore I am supposed to be nearly as well posted 
as any one outside of their institution. They hav not been 
subjected to any personal violence since they were forcibly 
ejected from Putney, Vt., in 1848, and hav had a chance to 
“liv their religion " since that time. How well they hav 
lived it let,them that know those best answer. There are 
among them some who are very fair and honorable in their 
dealings with their neighbors, and some who are tricky and 
dishonorable, just as there are in all classes of society. _ 

Now let us look to the results which their- social system 
bas produced, in the order in which Mr. Huggins givs 
them. He says “they hav been invariably orderly and 
quiet citizens, even under the most aggravating circum- 
stances,” ` i : 

In some respects the above is true, but they*hav not had 
any of those aggravating circumstances since they hav been 
residents of Madison County excepting on one occasion, 
Then they were fined by the county court for whipping 
Miss Hubbard, a young. member, nearly to death because 
she would not submit herself to the lustful desires of one of 
their number. The proof of the above can be found, if 
necessary, on the court records at Morrisville, N. Y., to- 
gether with much other evidence that I would readily 
submit to the readers of this paper were it not contrary to 
the law to send such matter through the United States mail. 

Mr. Huggins says, “They hav established large and 
flourishing business enterprises.” Not very large. They 
consist of the: manufacture of silk, and steel traps, and 
canning some fruit. But all these are done by hired labor, 
their own men only acting as superintendents in each de- 
partment. He says ‘‘they are all industrious.” They are 
considered by all those who are intimately acquainted with 
them to be, as a whole, very indolent. Thsy don't need to 
“tramp,” for they can liv without work at home, 

Mr. Huggins says ‘‘ they are all well informed.” They 
may be in some things, but all the younger members, or 
very nearly all of them, are very ignorant of the manners 
and customs of the outside world only as they see them . 
developed in the numerous visitors at their residence. 

Concerning their ‘houses of correction," neither Mr. 
Huggins nor any other person outside of their own ranks. 
can say for a certainty. They hav a time set apart on 
purpose to **tattle.". It is an evening meeting, where each 
one ig required to tell what he has seen amiss in any other 
member during tho day. 


an English traveler and writer, in which Chrishna is repre- 


a halo of glory over him, emanating from heaven above, 
just as many hav séen Christ represented ; and in another 


of a heart. He is believed by his followers to come again 
to earth, when a destruction of the world is expected to 
take place. Hindoo Holy Bibles prophesy of the event in 
the following beautiful and suggestive language: ''He 
shall come crowned with light ; the stars shall pale before 
his splendor ; the earth will be too small to contain him, for 
he is infinite, he is almigh'y, he is wisdom, he is beauty, 
he is all in all ; he will be as sweet as honey and as pure aa 
& lamb without spots, or as the lips of a virgin. It will be 
a day of joy and exultation, when God shall manifest his 


himself.” f 
Chrishna is believed by historians and missionaries to hav 
been an actual personage—-that the statements of his physical 
existence, at least, was not conceived in the brains of fabu- 
lous historians ; also, colossal figures, temples, and caves, 
inscribed with characters, confirm his reality ; and his race 
and cities and coins of his time still exist, UNCLE LUTE. 
reer A 


General Garfield. 


To THE EDITOR or Tam TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In my 
last I promised to write a little upon the finance question, 
but I find that that question is well and ably presented in 
your psper by others. I will therefore present to your 
readers & remarkable position taken by that so prominent 
member of Congress and future senator of Ohio, General 
James A, Garfield, who on the 21st day of May, 1878, dur- 
ing the time of the discussion of the Army bill, said : 

"If in anything I hav heretofore said or written upon 
this subject I hav unnecessarily or improperly run into par- 
tizanship, I shajl certainly not do so to-night. The gentle- 
man from New York, Mr. Hewitt, ssid ; * Now we are told 
we ought to hava large army, and a very large army, in 
order to put down impending strikes. I take issue with 
that proposition. It is not in accordance with the theory of 
this government that the United States is to maintain an 
army for the purpose of restraining any portion of its cit- 
izens in their just rights. The right to strike is a just right. 
No man can coerce another to do work against his will. It 
is just as sacred a right as the right to employ, if you can 
find somebody who is willing to hire himself out to you. 
The wisdom of striking is quite another matter Now I 
agree absolutely with that statement ; but while I hold to 
all rights of laborers to manage their own affairs,.each for 
himself, I say it at whatever hazard, the man who lays any 
obstacle in the way of any American which prevents him 
from working is a breaker of the law and a violator of the 
first right of a laborer.” . 

Mr. Banks, of Massachusetts : ‘‘ How is it with capitalists 
who combine with other capitalists against the employed ?” 

Garfield : ‘‘ It is just as great a violation of the law.” 

Upon this subject the Hon. J. F. House, of Tennessee, 
said : ‘Mr. Speaker, when demonstrations of mob violence 
and disregard of the laws of the land are made by any con 
siderable number of our people, it may be safely assumed 
that Other causes are at work, that other reasons exist for 
such outbreak than can be found in any perverse spirit of 
Communism. It is a notable fact connected with the recent 
Strikes in this country that the railroad corporations made 
the first combinations. They consulted together and deter- 
mined to reduce wages. Itis the sheerest folly for capital 
to form its combinations and then turn up its eyes in holy 
horror if labor also combines for its own protection, It ig 
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, Among their children there is at least one perfect idiot, 
and many others mentally deficient. No visitors are al- 
lowed to hold any conversation with their children, and 
-only a few in their employ hav any chance to ascertain their 
mental caliber. Their children certainly hav all the modern 
conveniences and the best of care, 

They are not tempted to ‘murder their own flesh and 
blood to hide their shame,” simply because it will not hide 
it. Will murder hide the shame of a publie harlot ? 

Mr. Hugging, ere you again les your mind soar so high in 
the ethereal sphere to describe this institution go ask the 
down-trodden women.of your “happy family" to speak 
their mind, women that dare not say their souls are their 
own, women that dare not speak to a visitor for fear of their 
masters. Pale, weary-eyed, downcast wormen, that their 
masters force to submit to their every whim ! Go ask them 
are they happy ! I am a believer in woman's rights. 

Go ask their children, controlled and drilled as they are. 
They will tell you the truth, if out of sight and hearing of 
their masters. 

Go sek their young girls. They will tell you, as they did 
a'party of visitors last summer. A few hav escaped, but 
they are vigilant, and rarely leave an opportunity. 

Ere you giv your pen to their defense and praise once 
more, I shonld advise you to visit them and use your sense 
of sight, and inquire of any of their neighbors. You can 


Obtain all the information you desire, with malice toward | 


none. Freelover though you may be, you will find no free 
love there, but in its stead free lust. It is said that they 
hav given up their social system since I left the neighbor- 
hood. 1 earnestly hope itis true. FRED. 8. HAMMOND. 
Red Creek, N. Y. ; 


— 


That Little Lecture. 


To rug Epiron or Tus TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I am 
very sorry that my little lecture should hav so wounded the 
feelings of our friend Chapman, or any one. It was not 
my desire to either ridicule or throw clubs at the Spiritual- 
ists. I believe that most of the Spiritualists are good, 
honest, intelligent people. And as they are denouncers of 
the orthodox hell, I can take them kindly by the hand as 
friends of humanity, But why should not friend Chapman 


be Willing to giv me the same right which he claims for, 


himself ?—the right to express my opinions. 


I am charged with having '* made some very grave errors.” | 


Well, that’s not to be wondered at; for, as I said at the out- 
set, I didn't know anything about gods, ghosts, devils, 
souls, spirits, or the things in another world. And Iam 
not sure but I had best attend more to the things in this 
world and never mind about the things in the next world. 

I wade precisely the same statement about canning a soul 
at the Lansing camp-meeting that I made in Tue TRUTA 
BEEKER. And when it.was proposed to bav Rev. Mr, 
Andrus criticise my speech, the president objected, saying 
that he was a Spiritualist, and also a Liberalist, and he con- 
sidered that I had just as good a right to my opinions as he 
had to his, and that he was too good a lawyer to allow any 
quarreling. l , 

But I understand that at another time when I was not 
present, Mr. Andrus, in replying to my speech, showed a 
good deal of intolerance and bigotry by his uncharitable 
remarks, which you will sed were not approved of by the 
worthy secretary, Mrs. J. R. Lane. In her report she says: 
‘Tuesday evening Mr, Andrus was*introduced, aud deliv- 
ered an address on ‘ The Seen and the Unseen,’ in which he 
endeavored to controvert all the ideas advanced by Mr. 
. Babcock in the afternoon. This being a Liberal platform, 
and & united organization of Spiritualists and Liberalists, it 
‘would seem that a spirit of tolerance, at least, should be 
manifested each towards the other, and each should be will- 
ing to grant to the other the rights they Claim for them- 
selves. Bro. Andrus’ address was good, but lacked char- 
it Rud 

ING: my friend Chapman, are not you, like Mr. Andrus, 
a little bigoted and lacking in charity ? I think that I hav 
seen mauifest too much bigotry among some Of the Spirit- 
ualists, whilst there are others, noble souls, who are Liberal 
jn every sense of the word. And I like them. ' 

I fail to see why 1 should be accused of throwing clubs. I 
didn't even make mention of the name of Spiritualists in the 
article alluded to, lI^/only spoke of gods, ghosts, devils, 
spirits, etc. The orthodox believe in all of this, so if I hit 
anyone it must hav been the orthodox who were the most 
hit, as they are the most in number. But I didn’t intend to 
hit anybody. I hold that every one has as good a right to 
his opinions as I hav to mine, and I say that any religion 
that will make a man better than he is by nature is a good 
religion, if he will not make others miserable in trying to 
make himself happy. 

I said that I could put a man in a glass jar, screw on the 
cover, and when the man died, Gabriel, if he wanted that 
soul, Would hav to use a can-opener, Friend Chapman thinks 
differently. Well, he may be rightand I may be wrong. It’s 
only a difference of opinion. But of what use is a soul any- 
how? If it won’t help a man in this world how do we 
know that it will help a fellowin the next world? The 
body says, I’ll go into a saloon and get drunk ; the soul says, 
All right, I'll go with you. The man gets drunk, and pray 
tell me, if you can, which is it that's drunk, the body or 
the soul? Tbe man stubs his toe and falls into the gyfter. 
The souls which our friend says can get out of a glass Can, 
in my judgment, should get out of that drunken beaatly 
carcass if itis able to do so. But the soul refuses to leave 
the body, and on the morrow they hav another big drunk. 
Both are drunk together—body and soul. 

Sometimes we see an idiot who don’t know enough to 
chew gum. Now I say, in my judgment, it is unfair for 
God to stick a precious soul into such a miserable tenement 


good so far as the poor pitiable idiot is concerned, but it is 
mighty tough on the soul. 

Our prisons are tilled with bodies and souls. If the soul 
controls the body, wby didn't the soul keep the body from 
committing sia? Ifthe soul did the sinning why not let 
the soul go to dust and save the body as being the best of 
the two ? 

Friend Chapman wants to know if I hav ever investigat- 
ed. Isayno. I never hav had an oppportünity. Nor hav 
lever studied the dead languages. And yet I often express 
my opinion as to the propriety of teaching them in our com- 
mon schools. Men who know a little Latin think me wild 
for talking about dead languages, and men who know a lit- 
tie about Spiritualism think me wild for talking about 
spirits. But men will talk, and why not? If somebody 
hadn't had the courage and goodness to hav differed with 
somebody in his opinions, this world would ata es made 
any progress. I don’t care how much my ideas are com- 
bated. If lam wrong, the sooner I know it the better 1 
shall like it. And I don’t care if a Spiritualist believes in 
one spirit or a.hundred spirits. I often hav said that their 
belief is more consistent than the orthodox, and I like them 

. on account of the cold water.they keep throwing on the 
orthodox hell. M, Bascocx. 
: St. Johns, Mich., Feb. 22, 1880. 
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i ' Has Man a Spirit? 

To TRE EDITOR Or, Taz TRUTH BEEkER, Sir: Two`ar- 
| ticles in THE TRUTH SEEKER, of Feb. 2d,—A reply to “A 
| Little Lecture," by E. A. Chapman, and '* The Idea of a 
Soul" by M. L. Bherman, M. D., suggest to me a few 
thoughts, for which please find space. - 

The question under consideration is not one for sarcasm 
!or innuendo ; it is philosophical, and only in this spirit 
‘should it be approached, or can it be discussed. 

Does man Continue to exist as an entity, an individuality, 
, after death ? If he does it behooves us to know it, and no 
. course of investigation or study that claims to be able to 
‘lead us into the knowledge can be deemed befleath our 
‘dignity, or unworthy of prosecution. ` 

We know we are, and we know the time has been when 
we were not. Man is projected forth into existence without 
any wish or desire on his part. He had no voice in the in- 
ception of his being, He was not questioned as to the cir- 
cumstances he would desire should surround: him before 
! birth, at birth, and through life; which circumstances hav 
‘made him what he is. Appreciating these self-demonstrat- 
ing facts, it is natural for man to say, "I know not why I 
am ; can I discover what I will be ?” 

Gazing upon his surroundings, through long and weary 

years of intellectual development ; seeing forms arise and 
, perish ; mountains sink beneath the sea, and giant waves 
| roll back before the jagged peaks of new-born Alps ; beasts, 
i fierce and terrible, crunch their prey, and vanish into night; 
,nations flourish ns the green bay tree, then, scorched and 
dying, sink beneath the shriveling breath of time ; behold- 
ing himself as fœtus, child, youth, man, and corpse; bow- 
ing before the law of change, a force that holds him in its 
grasp, that givs him life, then death, regardless of prayer or 
Curse, this thought has been evolved, “ I am but as the hill, 
the beast ; as they liv, s& I liv; as they die, so die I,” 
- The only theory of watter that explains all the phenomena 
of the same is the atomic—that each atom is a union of 
matter and motion; that inertia isa lie; without motion, 
matter ceases to be, and without matter motion vanishes into 
nothingness. The two expressions of the same are insepar- 
able; one cannot exist without the other. Matter is ever in 
motion, and can never be held in a state of rest. 

The association or organization of these atoms presents 
to us the beauties of physical nature, As isthe organiza- 
tion so will the expression be. The physical or material 
part of the atoms shows us the physical organization ; the 
motion or force of the same, the moving or life principle 
which actuates or controls the organized body as a whole. 

The atoms that compose a tree, dog, and man are similar, 
but as the organization of the man is more perfect, complex, 
higher, so is the expression or life of the same purer, 
nobler, more intellectual. 

Wow, asf orce cannot exist separate and apart from matter— 
and that it cannot science proves beyond the shadow of a 
doubt—what room or use have we for spirit? By what right 
do we assume that when death supervenes, a portion of this 
force separates itself from the material body, and exists 
through all eternity, independent of and yet preserving the 
identity of the individual it has left? that when a man 
dies he but shakes off the shackles of clay and is more alive 
than he was before? Whatis spirit? Hither itis or is not 
matter. If it is matter, it is subject to the laws by which 
matter is governed; but the most delicate tests, the most 
patient investigations, fail to show the least modicum of 
spirit in man's organization, or the least room for its abiling- 
place. 

“But,” says one, "the spirit is the mind, the thinking 
part." Indeed, and what is the mind but a function of the 
brain, just as digestion is' a function of the stomach? In- 
‘jure the stomach and digestion is impaired. Destroy the 
stomach and digestion ceases. Injure the brain and the 
mind is impaired. Destroy the brain and the mind is gone. 

Mankind has ever been prone to separate qualities or at- 
tributes from matter, first idealize and then worship the 
same. When asked to prove their imaginings real, the 
reply has usually been, “Heretic, Infidel, degrading 
Materialist.” 

Science does not profess to know all things, as yet, but 
what little she does know she is able to experimentally 
prove. If man were immortal it would be a scientific fact, 
and as such just as susceptible of demonstration as any 
other fact in physics. Hence we. are justified in saying, 


of clay to become the laughing stock of others, It may be | “ As all that is known of nature and-nature’s laws demon- 


strates that when a man dies his existence as a personality 
ceases, and he but lives in other forms of animal and vege- 
table life; and as Spiritualists are unable to bring any 
proof to the contrary, except human testimony, and mani- 
festations that they admit trickstera can imitate, we are 
forced to the conclusion that the beautiful idea of immor- 
tality is a myth, and must be relegated to its proper place 
among the forgotten dreams of a dead past.” : ` 
Until Spiritualists can demonstrate the fact of future con- 
scious existence as clearly, practicaliy, and unvaringly as the 
physicist can prove that the action of sulphuric acid on zinc 
will evolve electricity, or the union of oxygen and byđro- 
gen will produce water, let them hesitate to dub themselves 
scientists or positivists, and rest contented among the great 
army of believers, grasping a pleasing, but uuproved hope. 
Wa. J. Gonsuog, 
Baltimore, Ma., Feb. 22, 1880. 


Spread the Truth. 


To all who desire to dissolve the mists and fogs of relig- 
ious superstition I hav a few earnest words to utter. When 
an unselfish person looks at the condition that the religious 
and political world are in, it seems to me that every feeliog 
within him must stir him to make an earnest effort to giv 
tó the people a higher and more enlightened kind of educa- 
tion. With all the light, so called, that men hav to-day,- 
there is still. à deplorable amount of ignorance all over the 
land. Itis not surprising when we think of the thousands 
of years of the bloody teachings of old theology; and it will 
take many generations to outgrow the superstitions of the 
past. 

What the people greatly need is a higher kind of reading. 
A very large part of the religious and political reading 
matter ig rank poison, and the way the people devour it 
8hows the moral condition they arein. We want in this 
country a million self-sacrificing men and women with an 
earnest, determined purpose to make au ¢ffort to giv to the 
people the grandest paper America ever had, and that paper 
is already in existence, and its nameis THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
What its circulation isI do not know, but it ought to hav 
one hundred thousand paying subscribers. 

When I think of the outrage on Mr. Bennett in putting 
him in prison when he has not done one single wrong act, 
but only defended our rights, as well as his own, my whole 
nature is stirred to its deepest depths at this indescribably 
damnable Christian villainy. Not one person in a million 
realizes the sublime hight D. M. Bennett occupies to-day. 
He isa moral hero; and to bea moral hero is infinitely 
above a military hero. Of the great mass of mankind, but 
few liv in history; but the name of D. M. Bennett is sure 
to be recorded as one of the brave souls who dared to main- 
tain the right of the freedom of the press. 

''Oupid's Yokes” is a grand production, and strikes a : 
blow at the church's pet institution, Christian marriage. 
Comstock cared nothing for obscenity, for hia whole nature 
is full of obscenity; but ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes” and D. M. 
Bennett were hourly undermining the rotten old Christian 
church, and that is the reason the editor of the brave TRUTH 
SEEKER is In prison. Christians talking against obscenity! 
Is Satan rebuking sin? 

Taux TRuTR SEEKER was never 80 valuable as it has been 
for the last month; it is a paper that its readers ought to be 
proud of. The letter, ‘‘Marriage Discussed by a Free- 
lover," is worth the price of the paper for a year, and such 


a woman ought to be proud to sign her full name. Most 

earnestly do I hope that it is not the last production from 

her inspired pen. Truly your friend, 
Washington, D. 0., Feb. 8, 1880. BgwABD MITOHELL. 


{From the Boston Investigator.] 
Two Cents Gone to Thunder ! 


Frrenp Eprror: Will you giv me space inthe Investigator 
to acknowledge the receipt of two of John C. Bundy’s 
papers, bearing date Oct. 25th and Nov. 8th? Did I know, 
or could I divine, the thoughtful individual who took so much 
interest in my reading matter as to send me two such useless 
Chicago papers, I would address him, or her, in terms suited 
to theevent, But inasmuch as I can get no trace of the 
donor, I want to say to the considerate individual who for- 
warded the two copies that he wasted two one-cent stamps 
to no earthly purpose. Two cents “gone to thunder," 
which, judiciously used, with the intrinsic value of the 
paper, would have procured eight crackers, which crackers 
would have fursished two each to some poor woman and 
three hungry children. If this is not wasting '' alabaster 
ointment,” what on arth is? The papers were worn badly, 
and inthis particular contrasted sadly with copies of the 
Index received st the time fresh from the office, and clearly 
marked ‘‘sample copy;" and in the same open way, from 
the same office, a copy Containing the great Hilisonian exposé 
of the pretended Paine Memoriai fraud and treachery, the 
re-hash or re-digging up of long ago refuted misstatements, 

Now, friend Beaver, do let me say to those dear people 
that I hav heard of these complaints long since, and hav 
recorded long ago my convictions of the lives of Seaver, 
Mendum, Bennett, Bundy, Abbot, Benjamin, and Sara, I 
hav lived longer than either of them, avd have my estimate 
of them, each and all; and I doubt if & whole edition of the 
Index or Phile-haco Journal would r«flect any new light on 
these men and their general purpose of life. But, in tbe 
last case, it may be tbe design was to draw out some expres- 
sion of opinion on Bennett. If this is correct, let me say 
that when I first saw the maligoat exposé of Bennett, I said 
to myself he way weak; and in the tirst issue thereafter of 
Tur TRurB BEEKER Bennett himself said he was weak, thus 
verifying my words. : 

Let me just add, in conclusion, that I hesitate not to say, 
in my opinion, that men who, like Ellis, Bundy, and Abbot, ' 
will pursue any man or woman with the malignancy with 
which these men hav pursued Bennett, are moved by the 
most hateful, fiendish passions found in human nature— 
pride, avarice, and disappointed ambition, A, H. Woon, 

Lunenturg, Mass., Feb. 6, 1880, 
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Those Unconstitutional Postal Laws. 


The sober second thought begins to tell. There are peo- 
ple, and even judges, who begin to hesitate about sacrificing 
the liberties of the Press, Mails, and People to the obscenity 
scare. Never has anything filled us with more indigna- 
tion than the ignorance, indifference, and cowardice with 
which our people, and especially some so-called Liberals, 
hav submitted to hav the Constitution treated as waste 
paper because otherwise thoughtless fanatics might falsely 
accuse them of favoring immorality. The question has 
lately been presented before the Supreme Court of the Dis- 
trict of Coiumbia in the well-known Louisiana Lottery 
cases, An interesting account of these cases Was re- 
cently published in the New York Herald. The note- 
worthy fact is that two judges hav dissented from the 
utter prostration of the Constitution and the liberties of the 
people to the fanaticism which has blindly carried these 
Laws hitherto through Congress and the Courts. Chief- 
Justice Cartter is one of the most venerable and conservative 
of judges. Many years on the bench hav given him great 
expeiience and a reputation rarely equaled for learning, 
fairness, and ahility. If the Supreme Court had not hope- 
lessly committed itself in the Jackson case there would be 
good reason to hope that the views of this learned and fear- 
less judge would prevail in that, our highest, tribunal, 
especially under the masterly advocacy of Senator Carpen- 
ter, who has charge of the appeal. 

But this is nct all. Congress is hesitating too. When it 

began with these Comstock laws in 1878, and even until 
' recently, all opposition was simply crushed out with an 
insolent air of injured holiness. Petitions and appeals to 
reason and the Constitution went for nothing. -Tke only 
answer to remonstranis was, **Sir, do you pretend that the 
mails were designed to carry obscenity ?" 

The utter stupidity and irrelevancy of such a question is 
beginning to soak into the head of the average Congress- 
man, for the Postmaster-General is after him with an enor- 
mous demand for new Legislation to enable him to perform 
effectively the new and terrible responsibilities these Laws, 
piace him under as the CeNsog of the morals and mail 
matter of the whole people of the United States. He is to 
judge what is obscene, immoral, fraudulent, or connected 
with lotteries, etc., and he is to withhold such correspond- 
ence as does not pass his muster from the persons to whom 
itis addressed. No wonder he wants Congress now to make 
out a specific moral and criminal code for him to execute 
by means of the Post-Office! 

Can any one fail to see how ridiculous and absurd this 
all is under our Federal Constitution ? The States are to 
punish crimes, not the Postmaster-General or his Deputies. 
The remedy has been, and can only be, effectively applied 
by State laws where the evils originate. 

The duty of the hour is to help the people to see these 
Laws hav become a matter that concern the rights of every 
person, It must be impressed upon Congress by the new 
Petition, on the last page of our paper, and by letters, and 
in every other convenient way, that this prostitution of the 
Post-Office and of the general government to Fanaticism has 
gone tco far, and that we must return to the Constitution. 

The Defense Committee of this city hav lately re-issued the 
admirable speech of T. B, Wakeman at Faneuil Hall and 
his Reply to Judge Hurlbut, and hav circulated them largely 
in Washington, That these hav had a good and decided 
effect there we hav reason to believe. Congress, as the 
result of its second thought, has decided to lay over the new 
Legislation demanded, and indeed the whole matter, for 
further inquiry and consideration. Nothing can be more 
useful in the meantime than the circulation of Mr. Wake- 
man’s unanswerable arguments, To this reissue of his 
apeech the Committee hav also prefixed a letter which 
hits the nail on the head every time and with which we 
conclude this article. As a summary of the whole discus- 
sion, itis the word for the hour—a word of warning to be 
heeded: 

ME. WAKEMAN’S LETTER. 
93 Nassav STREET, Jan. 26, 1880. 

GENTLEMEN OF THE DEFENSE COMMITTEE: You request 
afew words to introduce a reissue of my Faneuil Hall 
Speech for general Circulation. 

1. As to the style and tone of that speech, I wish it to be 
remembered that it was delivered to an indignation meeting 
in the warmest sense of the term; and that any expressions, 
apparently disrespectful to the Courts or Judges or “ Pow- 
ers that be,” must be allowed for in the same way that 
much was ‘ pardoned to the Spirit of Liberty’ in the Aboli- 
tion and Republican reviews of the Dred Scott decision. 

2, As to the substance of the argument, I hav never heard 
any answer to it, and I do not believe that any can be made. 


The Federal Government of the United States is one of the |ened with eternal punishment all who said the world was 


powers specially granted and limited by the Constitution, | not created 6,000 years ago, 
mer and hit that dogma on the head, and the birth was put ` 


back a few million years, 


The claim that, because these powers are exercised through 
Departments, therefore, it can ‘use these Departments 
(e. g., the United States Postal Department) for any ulterior, 
political, moral, or criminal purposes it may fancy, is 
Bimply to throw away the Constitution and to giv the gen- 
eral government unlimited criminal and other jurisdiction, 
and, in the end, absolute power. ; 

The second part of the argument is equally unanswerable, 
to wit, that this. Legislation ''abr?dges the freedom of the 
press," and, therefore, the liberty of the people. The Post- 
Office is the necessity of every civilized person and the 
principal means of publication, Every person has a free 
and equal right to its use and to the right of publication by 
it without prior restraint, espionage, or forfeiture of his 
property, He is liable for the abuse of these rights just as 
he is liable for other abuses, but he cannot be constitution- 
ally deprived of them beforehand by a Postal Censorship 
established by Congress, 

8. The importance of this subject is growing more 
apparent from day to day. Where the inch was usurped 
the ell is being taken. From supervision of ‘ improper” 
matter, our Postal Censors hav included Lotteries, and they 
are now busily engaged upon the correspondence of the 
Brokers of Wall street. The plea of necessity, and a little 
public clamor to justify the extensions of this power, will 
placé our ‘‘ inviolable Post-Office” on a par with that of 
Russia. What is done through this Department can, and 
will be, done through the other Departments, The result 
will be inevitable,- The consolidated, centralized, general Gov. 
ernment means the Empire / 

Let no one be deceived, In the end there can be no pop- 
ular liberty unless the FEDERAL character of our Govern- 
ment is maintained. In Jefferson’s words, we must cherish 
* the support of the State Governments in all their rights as 
the most competent administrators of our domestic concerns 
and the surest bulwarks against anti-Republican tendencies,” | 

4, The-only possible remedy now for the sacrifice and 
danger that these United States Postal Laws hav brought 
upon us is an appeal to the People and to Congress until 
their true character and danger is understood, The Courts 
—rather accidentally than otherwise, perhaps—hav placed 
themselves in a position (as they did in regard to the United 
States Bank, the Legal-Tender, and Slavery. generally) in 
which no relief or safety can be expected from them. They 
hav made a precedent in the Jackson case that will ratify 
any claim that may be regarded as morally or otherwise 
desirable by the Departments. 

Whether our Federal Government and our Liberties are 
to be preserved, or not, is again a question re-submitted to 
the People and their Congress, and in no way more de. 
cidedly than by the patent usurpations of these United 
States Postal Laws. ` Very respectfully yours, 

i : T, B. WAKEMAN. 


Since the above was in type we are glad to learn that the 
second thought has reached the Post-Office Department 
itself! The Postmaster-General givs up the litigation, He 
does not find it so easy or so pleasant to become the PUBLIC 
CENSOR and withhold people's correspondence, We thought 
he was too much of a man for duties of this character, We 
are not surprised, but ask for consistency. Either let those 


he gave to the world still live, 


seen. 


burned at the stake, 


system is established it is blasphemy to doubt it, 
was & blasphemer, and was crucified. What is blasphemy 
at Rome is piety in London, and the religion of both is 


Science took its geologic ham- 


When Servetus said that two 
persons could not possibly be one, and that the eternal 


father could not possibly hay an eternal son, he was burnt 


for his blasphemy.. Servetus was suppressed, but the truth 
Roger Bacon exposed the 
vice of the clergy, and wag put into prison for blasphemy. 
And this seems about what Mr, Bennett was incarcerated 
for. Because he showed that the clergy are no better, and 
a good many of them worse, than other men, he was 
selected as a victim. He must be suppressed. But the 
work was too stupendous, It was only half done, and we 
hear this plaintive wail : ‘‘Can’t something be done to sup- 
press his paper and his books?” The church cannot bear 
to hav the mask torn from her cruel face, and when it is 
done with a ruthless hand she kills, if she can, the destroyer. 
The hideousness revealed is too much for her votaries, and. 
they cry to hav the mask replaced. It is not to be won- 
dered at that they shudder at the picture revealed, Looking 
at the face, nothing but cruelty, tyranny, and lust can be 
And they call the iconoclast ‘‘blasphemer,” and 
clamor for his destruction. 
“ Blasphemy. against God," they cry; but it is really . 

against the priests and the church. Whoever denies that 


the clergy are the agents of God—his called and chosen 


ones—are guilty of blasphemy, The epithet, ‘‘sacrilegious 
wretch,” is hurled at him, and for denying the divine mis- 
sion of lustful men he is thrown into prison, or may be 
Whoever first proclaims a new doc- 
When the new 
Jesus 


trine is a blasphemer against the old. 


blasphemy in Constantinople. ' As Dryden says : 


“ This side to-day; to-morrow t'other burns, 
And they ’re.all Gods Almighty in their turns,” 


Blasphemy is an attack on a reputation ; but no-one can 


ever make a worse attack on the reputation and glory of 
God-than is made in the Bible, 
would be not only a cruel, heartless monster, but a brutal 
and lustful being, whose reputation no one could sully. 
Until that libel is withdrawn from circulation Christians: 
can hav no case for blasphemy against any one who ques- 
tions the wisdom or goodness of God. 
drew his picture. No one would ever dream he was so 
black if they had not painted him themselves, 
should not find fault with the critic if he simply tells the 
truth. The critic is not to blame for the artist's failure, 
He should paint a better picture. 
us a God without any faults, a theology without any flaws, 
a priesthood without any sins, there will be no blasphemers, 


If that book were true God 


They themselves 


The artist 


If the Christians will giv ' 


As for suppressing D. M. Bennett and Tus. TRUTH 


SEEKER, it is, as we before remarked, a large contract. 
The only way we know of is to borrow Gabriel’s horn and 
toot up Torquemada. Jefferies Benedict and Matthew Hop- 
kins Comstock do not seem equal to the task. 


[From the Editor Behind the Bars,) 
W. S. Bell. kS 
We are pleased to learn that this earnest. Liberal 


lecturer is about to,make another trip West before 
the advent of warm weather. It is certainly a good 
indieation to see our lecturers in the field, and kept 
constantly at work. The truths of Liberalism are 
certainly valuáble enough to be dispensed in every 
practicable way. The lecture platform is a very 
effective point from whence to reach the public ear, 


laws be repealed, or get the man for the place—appoint 
Anthony Comstock Postmaster-General, : 
— 9 4d ———————— 


Blasphemy. 
The Binghamton Daily Republican has this paragraph at 


the head of an editorial on ** Demoralizing Literature :” 


“One of our readers complains of the blasphemous 
issues of D. M. Bennett’s press, which invade her circle of 
acquaintance, and desires to know if something cannot be 
done to suppress them." : 


We really do not know how D. M. Bennett can be sup- 
pressed, Itisa large job. The Y. M. C, A. undertook it, 
through Comstock, and put Mr, Bennett into prison; but 
still he is not suppressed, He seems to be non-suppressible. 
They tried to frighten the printers, but the printers did not 
scarce, and the paper still is printed. They tried the binder, 
with the same success, They tried, through the post-office, 
to get his paper declared an advertising. sheet, but he got 
that opinion reversed. Then they arrested him for blas. 
phemy, but that failed. Then he was put through a Star- 
Chamber proceeding for obscenity, and shut up in'prison ; 
but still the paper comes out every week, and books are sold 
and sent all over the country every day. We hav no doubt 
that an infallible recipe for suppressing Mr, Bennett would 
be bought at a high price by the Y, M. C. A., Samuel Col 
gate, Anthony Comstock, or Howard Crosby. The Bing 
hamton Jipublican candidly confesses that it does not know 
how—except by converting everybody to Christianity—to 
accomplish the task. If all the world were Christians they 
could kill him, which is about the only effectual way to 
suppress him. There is good reason to believe that they 
would like to do 80 now, but they do not dare carry their 
crime that far; but even then his paper would go on, and 
‘* the blasphemous issues of his press" would still penetrate 
the boundlessness of Christian hate. It is hard work to 
suppress an unsuppressible man like Mr. Bennett. Abbot 
and Bundy know that., Christian intolerance, free religious 
envy, and religio-philosophical meanness tumble back bleed- 
ing from every encounter, Honesty, courage, and a per- 


fectly fearless determination to know and do the right, are, 


hard to overcome. "The church endeavored to stop the earth 
irom revolving around the sun, but the earth went on and 
the church went down. The church said it was blasphe- 
mous to say the earth was not the Lord's flat footstool, but 
Magellan sailed around it and took a new stand. It threat- 


and it must never be neglected. There are hun- 


dreds of thousands throughout this broad land who 
are anxious to hear the truth and to know what is 
right and what is wrong, on the great subject of re- 
ligion, and who will go to hear a Liberal lecturer, 


but are hardly yet prepared to subscribe for a Lib- — - 


eral paper. -Numberless conversions from supersti- 
tion to Rationalism and ‘truth are effected by 
Liberal lecturers. Let them be kept at work. Yes, 
let them be generously sustained. We hav the 
truths which the world needs and we must not keep . 
them hidden. Every Liberal should feel willing to 
aid a little in giving these truths to the world. 

We take especial pleasure in recommending Bro. 
Bell. We know him personally and well. He was 
arrested with us at Watkins, in August, 1878, for 
generously assisting us to sell our Liberal books. 
He isa good speaker, an intelligent Liberal, a genial 
companion, and a devotee in the cause of. truth and 
reason, And what is still additional, he has been, 
and is, a steadfast friend to Tue TRUTH SEEKER, 
He was not one to join the enemy in efforts to crush 
it, but on all occasions has had words of sympathy 
and kindness to speak in its favor. He has said he 
was * proud to be known as a friend to Tur Trura 
SEEKER,” and Tur Trura SEEKER, in return, is 
proud to be known as a friend to him. Both are 
laboring to impart the same valuable truths to our 
fellow-men, and we hav joined hands in this lauda- 
blefeffort. i 

We hope the friends of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and 
all earnest Liberals throughout the West, will giv 
Bro. Bell a kindly reception, that they will secure 
him to lecture in their neighborhoods, and that they 
will keep him at work, as busy as he can be, until 
the weather becomes too warm for public meetings. 
Let all good friends remember that a lecturer has to 
liv. It takes money to travel, and meet all neces- 
sary expenses, go let not the pocket-book be squeezed 
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` too tightly. He -has good lectures prepared, on the whole making nearly seven hundred pages. The sub- 


various subjects. - The.tastes of all. can be suited. 

He has received. numerous complimentary notices 
from the press and individuals, some of which we 
take pleasure in appending to this xiotice: 


W. 8. Bell, of New Bedford, formerly a Methodist cler- 
gyman, lectured in Social Hell, on Su'aday last, to a large 
audience. His entire effort was of a Jhigh order and well 
appreciated by a large aud altentive audience. Mr. Bell is 
Radical in his convictions, bold and fearless in their utter- 
ence, yet debating every point with a fairness and philoso- 
phy that commend themselves to all.—Harwich (Mass.) 
Independent. : : 


Mr, Bell is a‘ fine speaker, à gentleman of culture, of 
pleasant address, and handles his therne in an able and mas- 
terly manner, engaging the attention of his hearers to the 
end, and then causing them to wish for still more of the 
same kind. —Susan H. Wixon, in Boston Investigator. y 


` He is a man of varied experience, a good thinker, and a 

good speaker. Whatever society or committee that may 
engage bim as a spéaker will find that he is a man who has 
something to say, and can say it vigorously.—ZHev. W. J. 
Potter, in Index, °° $ : 

Mr, Bell ig an easy, fluent, and pleasing speaker, argu- 
mentative and humorous in right proportions, and as he 
warms up with his subject is forcible and eloquent.— Boston 
Investigator. 

He isa good speaker, a perfect gentleman, a scholar, and 
well acquainted with the subjects on which he speaks.— 
One of his audience, in Ipswich Chronicle, 


Mr. Bellis a profound thinker and an eloquent speaker. 
His points are clear and distinct, and he does not fail to 
convince: —Hull's Crucible, "a 

Mr. Bell is a gentleman of fine scholarly attainments and 
a very pleasing speaker, —Banner of Light. . d 

Mr, Bell is a pleasing speaker, polite to opponents, but, of 
course, radical in his views.—Marietta Register. : 

Bro, Bell is a first-class speaker, and handles his subjects 
jn' a masterly manner.—Ifr's. Frank: Koehne, in Boston Inves- 
ligator.. 

He is a gentleman of 
as a public speaker but 
Signal. 

For terms, etc., address W. S. Bell, No. 78 Fourth 
street, New Bedford, Mass., 


recognized superior ability, not only 
in the use of his pen.—JVew Bedford 


| A Large Amount of Reading for a Little Money. 


To benefit our readers and help sustain Tux TRUTH 
BEEKER, we make the following offers: . 


For Five Dollars 


We, send THE TRUTH SEEKER one year and either of the 
following $3 books: mE 

“The World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” By D. 
M. Bennett, editor of Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Enlarged and 
revised. f 

“ The Champions of the Church: Their Crimes and Per- 
Secutions." By D. M. Bennett. Biographical sketches of 
emineht Christians from the time of the reputed. founder of 
Christianity to the present. . . 

** Analysis of Religious Belief.” By Viscount Amberley. 

‘The Great Works of Thomas Paine Complete.” 

* Nature's Revelations of Character; or, Physiognomy 
Illustrated.” 

For Six Dollars 


We send Tug Trout SEEKER one year and “ Supernatural 
Religion; An Inquiry into the Reality of Divine Revelation.” 
For Four Dollars 
We will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one year and either of 

the following $1.50 works: 

“The Creed of Christendom; Its. Foundation Contrasted 
with its Superstructure.” By W. R. Greg, author of 
“ Enigmas of Life," ‘ Literary and Social Judgments,” etc. 

“ Paine’s Theological Works.” In one volume, comprising 
* Age of Reason,” ‘‘ Examination of Prophecies,” “ Reply 
to: Bishop Llandaff,” .“ Letter to Mr. Erskine,” ''Essay on 
Dreams,” ** Of the Religion of Deism,” etc., with a Life 
and fine steel portrait of Paine. = 

** Paine's Political Works," In one volume, comprising 
“© Common Sense,” ‘The Crisis" (Nos. I to XVI. inclusive), 
“ The Rights of Man,”.and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait, : 

«The Heathens of the Heath.” By William McDonnell, 
author of ‘‘ Exeter Hall.” ; A Radical romance. ~ : 

“ Beyond the Veil.” A Spiritualistic work, said to be dic- 
tated by the spirit of Paschal Beverly Randolph, aided by 
Emanuel Swedenborg and others, through the mediumship 
of Mrs. Frances H. McDougall and Mrs. Luna Hutchinson. 

“A Few Words About the Devil.” By Charles Brad- 
laugh. 


“Nathaniel Vaughan:" A novel. By Frederika Mac- 


donald. 

For Three Dollars and Fifty Cents 
"We will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one year and either of 
the following $1 books : : m 

“Question Settled : A Careful Comparison of Biblical 
and Modern Spiritualism.” By Moses Hull, 

“The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion.” A debate be- 
tween Rev, G. H, Humphrey, Presbyterian clergyman, and 
D. M. Bennett, editor of THz TRUTH SEEKER. 

“ Proceedings and Addresses at the Freethinkers’ Conven- 


; the “ Question Settled.” 
| “Issues ofthe Age.” By Henry C, Pedder. . 


jects treated can hardly prove uninteresting to the reader. 
: Contrast : Evangelicalism and Spiritualism Compared.” 
This new work, by Mr. Hull, is designed as a companion to 


For Three Dollars and Twenty-five Cents 
‘We will send THE TRUTH SEEKER one year and either of 
, the following 50-cent books, bound in paper: 

| “The Rights of Man," By Thomas Paine. Written in 


; defense of his fellow-man, A work almost without a peer 
iin the world, Large type. 


*''The Crisis." By Thomas Paine. Containing Nos. I. to 
i XVI. inclusive, Written in the “times that tried men's 
souls " during the Revolutionary War. 

“The Underwood-Marples Debate." Between B, F. 
Underwood, of Boston, and the Rev. John Marples, of 
Toronto, Ontario. Held at Napanee, Ontario, in July, 1875. 

`“ Interrogatories to Jehovah.” .By D. M. Bennett. 
“Career of Religious Ideas: Their Ultimate the Religion 
of Science," 

*' The Burgess-Underwood Debate," Between Prof. O. 
A. Burgess, President of the Northwestern Christian Uni- 
versity at Indianapolis, Indiana, and B, F. Underwood, of 
Boston, Massachusetts. f . 

‘ Which : Spiritualism or Christianity?" A friendly 
correspondence between, Moses Hull, Spiritualist, and W. F. 
Parker, Ohristian, : 

“The Darwins.” By Mrs. E. D. Slenker, author of 
*'Btudying the Bible,” “John’s Way," and numerous essays. 

“The Priest in Absolution,” 

. The Mother of Harlots; or, Popery Dissected.” Being 
an inside view of the enormities of the Romish church in 
Europe and Ameriea, and taken from authentic sources. 

“The Popes and Their Doings; or, the Vicars of Christ 
&nd Vicegerents of God." 'A succinct history of some of 
the blackest criminals the earth has ever borne. — 

“ Auricular Confession and Nunneries.” By William 
Hogan, for twenty-five years a confessing priest. A most 
important book, 

* Maria Monk: the Mysteries of a Convent; or, Monks 
and their Maidens.” 

_** Advancement of Science,” 

————— — $9 »——— ————— 


A Little Business. 


| Wecall the attention of our friends and readers to the 
generous offers we are making of books in connection 
with the paper. We hope all will take advantage of them 
to renew and to get new subscribers. We hav been sending 


the paper to a great many who were in arrears from three 


months to a year; but the past week we hav removed a 
good many from the list. We disliked to do this, because 
we feel that our. friends want the paper ; but the increase in 
expenses has forced us to doit. The white paper alone has 
gone up about fifty per cent. The business revival has 
helped us backwards, for it does not seem to hav reached 
our friends, or so many would not be in arrears. We trust 
they will take advantage of the offer we now make to renew; 
&nd if they want books they can get them cheaper in this 
connection than in any other way. 


Moszs HULL announced, a week ago last Sunday, at the 
close of his first lecture before the Second Society of Spirit- 
ualists of this city, that on the following Sunday morning 
he should talk about angel ministration. Al] the angels and 
their friends, he said, were invited to attend. In the even- 
ing he should speak on the subject of devils. The devil 
and all his friends were invited to"attend that lecture, for if 
the devil had never before had his due in New York, he 
would before that discourse was ended. Accepting the 
invitation thus rather ambiguously extended, a representa- 
tive of Tax TRUTH SEEKER was present. Mr, Hull was as 
good as his word. He recounted the triumphs of the devil 
from the start, how he gained possession of Adam and Eve 
as soon almost as they left the hands of their maker. It 
was true, he said, that Satan was condemned by the AI- 
mighty to crawl on his belly all the days of his life, but it 
seems that he retained that mode of locomotion for a short 
time only, as on the occasion of the family gathering, at 
which ali the sons of God met together—and Satan came 
also among them—the latter stated in answer to a question 
from God that he came from walking up and down upon the 
face of the earth. This was only one out of a thousand 
cases which the speaker could mention where the devil had 


outwitted the opposition concern. Mr. Hull then recounted |. 


the triumphs and achievements of Satan in the line of 
discovery and invention, all of which reflected grest credit 
upon his satanic majesty. In speaking of the trial of Galileo, 
Mr. Hull, by a lapsus linguæ, referred to the Index Hupurga- 
toróus as the Bociety for the Suppression of Vice. He con- 
sidered the trial of the Florentine astronomer as the greatest 
judicial farce on record up to the time of D. M. Bennett's 
conviction before Judge Benedict. This comparison evoked 
considerable enthusiasm, and the speaker was encouraged 
by prolonged applause. 

Mr. Hull spoke in Science Hall last Tuesday and Wed- 
ensday evenings on the conflict between labor and capital. 
His lectures before the Second Society of Spiritualists were 
more numerously attended than those of any other speaker 


tion,” held at Watkins, New York, August 22, 23, 24, and | employed by that society, 


25, 1878, 
“Truth Seeker Tracts.” Bound Volumes L, IL, IIL, 


IV., and V. These volumes, containing over 520 pages 
each, are made up of over one hundred Truth Seeker Tracts. 
They embrace a variety of subjects by different authors, 
written in a terse, trenchant, and spicy style. 

- “ Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, Essays, -and _Lee- 
lures,".By D. M. Bennett. Embracing a variety of subjects, 


, 


E, CAMPFIELD has taken an interest in the Mirror of Prog- 
ress. Itisa good paper. Mr. Campfield isa hard worker, 
and we wish them both abundant success, 


Tue Albany Ledger Standard prints Mr. Bennett’s letter 
to Hayes. The Standard appreciates pluck when it sees it. 


WE are indebted to friend Mendum for a large and very 
fine lithograph of Thomas Paine. We fittingly put it up as 
a background for the bust-of Colonel Ingersoll. It is a good 
portrait of a grand man, and if anybody wants one just like 
it they can liav it for one dollar, E 

j Q—————9 4,—————— 

AT last we find space for the letters of T. B. Wakeman 
and F, E. Abbot to the Paine celebration at Boston. They 
hav been crowded out for two weeks, but the contrast be- 
tween them is too good to lose. Our readers will not failto 
appreciate it. f 


Amy Post to F. E. Abbot. 


RocCHETEK, N, Y.. Fes. 17, 1880. 

Francis E. ABBOT, My once respected Friend: IL hav re- 
ceived a printed circular, purporting to be a certified copy 
of the records of a meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
National Liberal League of America, held Dec. 12. 1879 

This copy of the records is not graced by the name of a 
President, Secretary, or any member of the board, nor 
vouched for by any name whatever ; but on the margin I 
find these words written : '' Dear Madam, your opinion on 
the subjoined is invited, F, E. Abbot." Therefore I shall 
address my reply to the editor of the Zndex. 

Your first perplexity seems to be concerning the name of 
your League; even the imposing name of America, does not 
seem to distinguish it sufficiently from the honored origi- 
nalto satisfy you. "This does not surprise me, seeing you 
hav made such tremendous effort to giv it a bad name. You 
charge us with ‘‘active propsgandism of demoralizing and 
licentious theories, and support of officers and other repre- 
sentatives who are on good grounds believed to hav Leen 
guilty of gross immoralities, that it has thereby unfitted for 
use for any organization which desires the support of 
friends of natural morality.” 

I wish you had defined the meaning of ‘‘natural moral- 
ity "so that we could understand your special status of 
morals Surely, judging by the spirit and matter of your 
circular, it must be very much lower down in the scale than 
our own. : 

The charges you prefer against us do not belong to our 
Liberal League; we hav no soilin which they can take 
root; therefore I hurl them back to the foul pit of their ori- 
gin, where they seem to grow and flourish so luxurianily, 
producing in your minds such bitter aud obscene fruit, 

The character of our League, I believe, will stand higher 
in the estimation of the public than those who by falsehood 
hav sought to injure it, 

I hereby take this opportunity to demand that you imme- 
diately expunge my name from your roll of vice-presidents, 

You certainly must hav known that in your hegira at Byr. 
acuse you had no right to take my name with you, for it 
was no secret that I unhesitatingly remained with the origi- 
nal National Liberal League. 

In the spirit of free speech, free press, and free ‘mails, I 
remnin as ever, trusting that the right will come uppermost, 

Amy Post. 
ee 
Letter from Mrs. Slenker. 


DEAR TRUTH SEEKERS AND FREEDOM LovzERs: ‘Richard 
is himself again." The long suspense is over, All hope of 
justice being done is dead, and our brave leader comes out 
in his ‘‘S.venth Letter from Albany” with the old, defiant 
ring in his telling words and with that vim and vigor that 
used to mark his editorials and giv to them that magnetic 
influence which reached every heart and made his readers, 
far and near, his warm, true, and sympathizing peraonal 
friends. His letter to R. B. Hayes, in the last TRUTH 
SEEKER, is just the thing. : 

My object in writing this note is, first, to say this ; and, 
secondly, to urge all who can do 80 to start out immediately 
with petitiods for freedom of speech and inviolability of 
the mails and get all the signatures possible; and those who 
are unable to do this should help defray the expense of 
some one who can and will do it. 

Only a few hours after reading the stirring ‘‘ Reasons for 
a New Petition,” we sought out a man well qualified for 
the work and offered him good wages for obtaining signa- 
tures and sent him on his mission with earnest wishes for 
euccess. I hope every one wil) do his level best, and that 
we shall beable to roll up the biggest list of names ever yet 
offered to Congress for any purpose whatever, Ours is a 
great and noble object, and one that should be dear to the 
heart of every American citizen. 

- " Yours anxiously and earnestly, 
Snowville,, Va., Feb 22, 1880. ELMINA D. SLENKER. 
Sa a Sg À—ÀÀÀ 


Retreat of the Post-Office Department. 


There is much surprize over the retreat of the Post-Office 
Department from its position in regard to lotteries. To-day 
it rescinded its order so far as it affected the Louisiana lot- 
tery. The suprise is the greater from the fact that it was 
against this very firm that the Department won its case a 
few days since in the Supreme Court of this district after a 
prolonged contest. No reasons that seem to cover the case 
hav as yet been made known.—WV. Y. Herald. 


For Michigan Liberals. 


To THE EDITOR OF TRE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The annual 
meeting of the Spiritualists and Liberalists of Michigan 
will be held at Battle Creek, March 22d to 80th. All who 
are in favor of the platform of the National Liberal League 
are requested to attend, in order to establish a plan for united 
work. Let every auxiliary League in the state send one 
delegate at least. There is considerable important business 
to Come up, and we want as many to be present as possible. 
Let Michigan be an encouragement to the Liberals of other 
states. C. H., DuNNIN 

Chairman Ex. Com. N. I. L, for Michigan. 

Marcellus, Mich,, Feb, 25, 1880. 
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NATIONAL LIBERAL LEAGUE. 


PRESIDENT : 
RON. ELIZUR WRIGHT, ! .. A Boston. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS: p 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, ............ cere Washington, D.C 


..Ooneord, N. H 


JAMES PARTON ‘Newburyport, Mass 


1 
Lester Robinson. 


i 11. Now Philadelphia, Ohio.—President, George Riker; Secre- 
ary, O. 
12. Titusville, Pennsylvania.—President, William Barnsdall; 
Secretary, C. M. H 


M. Rittenhouse. 


102 Somerville, Mass.—President. C. M. A. Twitchell ; Secretary, 
Horae» A. Johnson. : 

103 Forest City, Ark.—Secretary, W. T, Wellborn. 

104 Independence, Kan.—President; W. E. Brown; Secretary, 


, Hayes. 
13. Hudson. Mich.—President, Dr. Levi R. Peirson; Secretary, | J. T. R 


Thomas B. Minchin. 
unty. N. Y.—President, H. L. Green ; Oor- 


14. Cattaraugus 
esponding Secretary. John Hammon 
5. New Haven, 


sing. 
17, New York, N. Y.—President, Hugh B. Brown; ‘Secretary, 
A.L. Rawson. 


Oonn.—President, Arthur Welch; Secretary, | L 
16. 8t. Joseph, Mo.—President, P. V. Wise; Secretary, H. Brun- | H. D. M. 


. T. Beed. 
105 Buffalo, N. Y.—President, E. O. Hotchkiss; Secretary, Ed- 
gar M. Seilon. 
108 Noble, Kan.—President, Samuel Bethers ; Secretary, Joseph 
e Clerc. 
107 Leavenworth. Kan.—President, W. E. Coleman; Secretary, 
. D. Mackay. 
pit Mt Pleasant, Pa.—President, Charles Jones; Secretary, W. 
. Barkley. : 
109 Hume, N. Y.—President. W. R. Mills; Secretary. B. F. Bab- 


110 Washington, D. €.—President, Lafayette Bingham; Becre- 
tary, Dr. Wm. Boyd. 

111 Rook Island, Ill.-President, Henry Dart; Secretary. Au- 
gust Huesing. 

112 Lawrence, Kan.—Secretary. C. Robinson, 

113 Escanaba. Mish —Secretary. J. E. Hiller. 

114 Wamego, Kan.--Seeretary. Thomas R. Greene, 

115 Washington, D. C.—President, C. P. Farrell; Secretary, Q. 
G. MeLeran. 

us Waverly. tows. --Beerotary. M. E. Billings. 

7 Goldendale, Wash. TTer.—Becretary.J.O. Schoonover., M.D. 

118 Rapids City, Iil.—President, Richard Sargingon ; Secretary, 
Mra, Maria L. Follett. 
i Bantoul, lll—President, H. E. Bullock; Secretary, Alonzo 

uckey. 

120 Salem, Ill.—Seoretary, J. W. Patrick. 

12L Parkersburg. W. Va.—President, O. L. Cole; Secretary, J, 
Hutchinson. í 

122 Warren, O.—Secretary, Frank O'Reilly. 

123 Foxburgh. Pa,—Secretary, E. W. Flanders. 

124 Providence, R., I.—President, Ellen M. Bolles. 

125 Kalamaz^o, Mich.—Secretary, J, T. Greenwood. 

126 South Oleveland, O.—President, John Pyke; Secretary. O. 


germon, 

127 altimore, Md.—President, J. ©. Wheeden, Secretary; J. 
. Graff. 

us Olncinnati, O.—President, Alfred Warren; Secretary. O. J, 
arbo 


129 Saranac, Mich.—8eoretary, 8. M. Crawford. 
" Warland, N. Y.—President, J. Y. Wood; Secretary. G. W. 
orehouse. : 
131 Yates City. Ill —President, O. L. Roberts; Beeretary. H. 
rown, Jr. . : 
132 Troy, N. Y.—Secretary, Louis Ransom. 


Y. SOHUENEMANN-POTT. San Francisco, Val Whig eee: N. Y.—President, Mrs. Amy Post; Secretary, | bit 
ABRAHAM RAYNE verona “Provogue: B . 19. Tompkins County, New York.—President, Dr. John Wins- 
D. M. BENNETT ,..... Editor òt Tag Taur Suaker, Now York | 10W: Seorctary, William B. begonby. |... oni Seorothry,P 
KARD HEINZEN .-- E STA Der 5 neer, Boston to low Yor N.Y. " | n; Secretary, Por- 
: or of the Investigator, Boston P : ps i 
18 P AO M. WISE o E ditor 2t Ameri ean Sr. a ^lite Cin xg sad. Ohio.—President, E, D. Stark ; Secretary. Mrs. 
E vis for of Jewis imes, New Yor 5o ^ - š 
J. L. ROBERTS.....-......Editor Mind and Matter, Philadelohia | wi i waukee, Wis. President, Robert C, Spencer; Beoretary, 
3 E MEEDUM Irene Supeiuet Ws; Boston, Pass | as. J efforson Liberal Leagne, Rochester, New York.—President, 
J. È. MONROE Editor 8 Times, Reymou b d Moses Hayes; Secretaries, Fred. Hebard and J. B. Pike. - 
S f . ; or Seymour p Seymour, in 24. Minneapolis, Minnesota.—President, S. O. Gale; Secretary, 
AMY POST ......ueroeeete e cer co eta nee szccices sess. Rochester, N. Y Frank C. Mead. : 7 
R 8 Moconit ROK AN E A E Hon s rentis Pa ow Biorence, Towa.—President, Byron McQuinn; Secretary, E. 
.i. BBOWN........-- -.Binghamton, . : = v 
E EE Nos eR a tary, Mise lir enenatis Bear, 
A . rt, A ? RN, . 
FRANCIS W. TITUS.. . -Battle Oreok, Mich | y 3 Montgomery County, O.—President, A. McGill; Secretary, 
J. H. W. TOOHEY...... 0.2.0. .ceeeeeeeees ees Ühelsea, Mass | "ss" Manitowoc, Wis.—President, John A. Smith ; Secretary, 
HENRY . PER .. Boston, Mass George B. Byron. 
BTEPH Cortland, N. Y | "55 Albany, N. Y.—President, Thos. J. Hennessey; Secretary, 
T. B. WAKEMAN........ Peers Now York Olty | Thomas Dugan. 
WILLIAM D N .. Wellesley, Mass | "so Bay City, Michigan.—President, 8. M. Green; Secretary, N. | M. P 
OARL enker, Milwaukee H. Webster. . 
Pun E DENEN: à 31, Campbell Hill, Illinois.—President, Samuel Hindman; Bec- | H. G 
rw Pitsburbh pa |retary, Dr. Horace Newell. 
nit - tittsburgn. Pa | 3» Wausau, Wisconsin.—President, R. P. Munson; Secretary, | H 
WT AUTEN = sso Breoville, N. Y | v. A. Aldereon 
AL UE. Suus ESSENT c ——————— 6- sh ville, Tenn 33. O Cou ty. Missouri (Harrisonville).—President ; 
GEAR LES BOTHERAN Seaten'scUdasewuch oaneiedaseces Now York Oity Teme. Beatties Necretary H.R Broce. )—President, Dr 
NA D. BLENÉEB..... een no e Va| 34, Enterprise, Kansas.—President, O. B. Hoffman; Secretary, 
n . L. Senft. 
SECRETARY: 35, Passaic City, N. J.—President, J. H. Adamson; Secretary, F. 
A. L. RBAWBON.........eeeee eene 34 Bond Bt., New York City | W. O 


ASSISTANT-SECRETARY: 


MBBS, A. ©. BRIBTOL........... euer eere ess Vineland, N. J 
TREASURER: 


37. Xenia, Indiana.—President, Dr. R. W. Smith;} Secretary, 


Dr. N. D. Watkins. 


38. New York, N. Y.—President, Courtlandt Palmer; Secretary, 


. Orvis.. 
36, Linsaville, Pennsylvania.—President. M. Bishop ; Secre- | 
tary, J, B. Brooks 


133 Haverhill, Mass.—Secretary, J. M. Ordway. 

134 Tipton, Ind.—Seeratary, O. U. Richardson. 

135 Medieine Lodge, Kausas.—Secretary, C. W. Steele. 

136 East Rodman, N. Y.—President, L, D, Olney; Secretary, 
Charles Kellogg. 

187 Marshalltown, Iowa.—Beoretary, W. D. Lawrence. 


E. B, Foote, Jr. 138 Paola, Kansas, —Presldent,J. & Haughey ; Secretary, W. C. 
39. Olathe, Kansas.—President, 8. B. Wilson; Secretary, Mrs, | Eaton i zi OM 
COURTLANDT PALMER........ 117 East 21st St,, New York City | H. Griffin. ' I . Rt A 
: Grimo. . js Kangas Beoretary. W. Br 139 Melvern, Kansas.—President, Joe Farley ; Secretary, Libbie 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 


ELIZUR WRIGHT, A. L. RAWSON, COURTLANDT PALMER, 
H. L. GREEN, LUOY N. COLMAN. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: J 


N. J. ROSS. RSTS as cutceeeccesecececeesGOrn Grove, Ala | Brewer; Secretary. Dr. Frank Goodyear. 
8.0 ROGE Sub EA ..-Oharmingdale, Arizona 45. Moberly. ‘Mo~~President, L. O. Mason; Secretary, Charles | w 
OARL JONITE: 0... ccc ccc c cc cete coc IIIA Little Rock, Ark | knight. i 
A. J. BOYER.... Ban Francisco, Cal] 46. Malden. Mass.—President, Rev. D. M, Wilson; Secretary, 
M, H. COFFIN.... ... Longmont. Ool | Francis Hinckley. 
BYRON BOARDMA -...Norwieb, Conn | 47. Vincennes, Ind.—President, Charles Graete; Secretary, 
© H. GODDARD......-- -Swan Lake, Dakota | Orian P. Baker. 
JOSEPH H. GOELET......... eR Greenville, Del}. 4s. Syracuse 12. N. Y.—President, C. D. B. Mills; £ecretary, 
W. H. BUG vic cecss edt sedeesesacsansetivedes . ... Washington O | Miss Nettie C. Truesdell. V . 
T. D. GIDDINGR...... T E eee ede es Enterprise, Fla |` 49. East Dennis, Mass.—President, Captain D, 8. Chapman; 
DR. A. A. BELL.-. een Madison, Ga | Secretary, R. Chapman. 
FRANK PO eR . Boise QUE Tdaho J 50 Syracuse (a), N. Y.—President, Lucy N. Colman; Secretary, 
. R. BAKER...... s 1 . M. Price. 
KERSEY GRAVE -Richmond. Ind | "si, Freeville, New York.—President, William Hanford; Secre- 
E. 0. WALKER... .-Florence, Iowa | tary, B. L. Robinson. 
E QAMPFE -Vermillion, Kan | 52. North Hannibal. N. Y.—President, L. G, Ball; Secretary, B, 
8. G. FOLEY... ssepe Sas NET. ..Madison, Ky | L. Robinson. 
G.H BIE ege e Se eeeies bodes restes onehatoula, LA | 53 West Newton, Mass.—Charter returned. League disbanded. 
"W.H.BROWNe»escseesnsewsntentn nh tn treo rer sche angor, Me 54. New York City, Fourth League.—President, D. M. Bennett; 
J, 8. RUBSELL............-ennA eene hers c: NOW Market, Md | Secretary, E. M. Macdonald. 
HENRY DAMON. weaned Boston, Muss] 55. Florence, Mass.—President, Seth Hunt; Secretary, Clare 
C. A. DUNNING ... Marcellus, Mich | ence E. Brown. 
J. B. BASSETT Minneapolis, Minn | 5e, Lynn. Mass.—President, W. D. Corken, M.D,; Secretary, | ti 
D.J ENEINR..... ......Hannibal, Mo | Mies Hannie Toad. 
LEE E di AHSTO -"Bogeman, Mont of este. N. Y.—President, W.B. Root; Secretary, Mrs. M. A. 
ff, WOUDS...... oe esse by ayton. 
V. J. BORRBETTE.............. cesses eseese eeaeee. White Rock, Nev| 58. Broekton, Mass.—President, William Rankin; Secretary, 
H. A. DEAL... III Nashua, N. H | H. B. Sherman. 
JOHN WAHR .. Paterson, N. J| 59. Palmyra, Neb.—President,8.8, Seely; Secretary, G. E. Ben- 
H. L. GREEN (Chairman). -Balamanca N nett. 
J. W. THORNE.......... ..Warren, N.C} 60. Long Island City. N. Y.—President, R. W. Hume, Secre- 
Q. J. HERBOLD Cincinnati, O | tary; Miss M. A. Hume. 
J. Q. ORBAWFORU Harrisburg, Or| 61. New York City, Fifth League, N. Y.—President, Wm. M. 
G. W. BALO WIN... Linesville, Pa | Bennett; Secretary, J. H. Monckton. 
J. 8. ARNOLD... Het Hamilton, R. 62, Woeüsport, . Y,.—President, George Wright; Secretary, G. 
B, DORSOHEB.......... eH Charleston, 8.0! p. Whitman. 
.H GRAHAM s weceeeeceeseeee- Nashville, Tenn | 63. Elmira, N. Y—President, James Rew; Secretary, O. W. 
L. J. RÜBSELL.........-- -. Harrisville, Tex | Teed, 
W, WALKER..........- .Farmington. Utah |  e4, Carthage, Mo.—President,C. Conard ; Secretary, E. Budlong, 
PAUL DILLINGHAM.. -.West Pawlet, Vt} 5. Port Jervis, N. Y. -President, W.iM. Vail ; Secretary. R. A. 
L.8P4ULDING........ oae Norfolk, Va | Conklin. 
J. STRAIGHT.......... a, Washington Tar | 66. Clearfield, Pa.—President, Samuel Widemire; Secretary, 
JAMES HUTOHINSON..... eL Parkersburg, W. Và | Harry Hoover. 
L. T. WILCOX.......... dore seed TISSUE Laramie, Wyo zi Amine TERN Pa.—President, Job Jones; Secretary, 
ex. McDonald. 
FINANCE COMMITTEE: à 08. Medina (Long Lake). Mich,—President, William Archibald; 
eeretary, S. ard. 
BEBO BN CORMAN. adesse ers e ORTOR ERE E Syracuse, N. T 69. Shawmut. Boston Mass.—President, Frank Rivers; Seere- 
J. &. VERITY Boston’ Mass | (8 Y- George W. 


LIBERAL LEAGUE PLATFORM. 
1. Toran SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE, to be 


secured under present laws and proper legislation, and fp 


finally to be guaranteed by amendment of the United States 


Conslitution, including the equitable taxation of all church | B 
property, secularization of the public schools, abrogation of | p $ 


Sabbatarian laws, abolition of chaplaincies, prohibition of 
public appropriations for religious purposes, and all other 
measures necessary to the same general end. 

2. NATIONAL PROTECTION For NATIONAL CITIZENS in 
their (qual, civil, political, and religious rights, irrespective 
of race or sex, to be secured under present laws and proper 
legislation, and finally to be guaranteed by amendment of 
the United States Constitution and afforded through the 
United States courts. 

8 UNIVERSAL EDUCATION THE Basis OF UNIVERSAL 
SUFFRAGE in this secular republic, to be secured under, 
present laws and proper legislation, and finally to be 
guaranteed by amendment to the United States Constitution, 
requiring every state to maintain a thoroughly secularized 
public school system, and to permit no child within its 
limits to grow up without a good elementary education. 


Local Auxiliary Liberal Leagues 


To which Charters have been issued by the National 
Liberal League. 


i 1. Lincoln. Nebragka.— Prosidont, Rev. W. E. Copeland; Seore- 
a WAL on Mansfelde. 
a a. Jadeo raville, Illinois.—President. David Prince; Secretary, 
. Meek. s 
S Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.—President, Oarrie B. Kilgore; 
Secretary, Joseph Bohrer. 
4. Miehisop. igconsins-Erestdont, Lauriston Damon; Secre- 
t 5 o raaach. 
Y Üholaon. Massachusetts.—President, D. Goddard Crandon; 
Secretary. J. H. W. Toohey. 
6. Stockton, Cal.—Secretary. Charles Haas. 
7. Denver, Col.—President, Henry O, Dillon; Secretary, Frank 
A. Ingersoll. 
" * Faino Hall, Boston.—President, Horace Seaver; Secretary, 
. 8. Verity. 
E Palmyra, N. Y.—President, J. M. Jones; Secretary. O. C. 
verson. 
10. Boston, Mass.—President, F. E. Abbott; Secretary, Miss 
Jane P, Titcomb, 


D 


tary; 


tary, Walter 


> own. 
41. Bt. Louis, Mo.—President, J. W. McOlintock ; Secretary. 


Thomas J. Stanton. 


42. Newark, New Jersey.—President, F, J. Keibe ; Secretary, 


John F. Colburn 


43. Harrisville, Texas.—President, Dr. L. J. Russell; Secretary, 
. B. Nunnely. 
44. Cortland. Village. New York.— President, Hon. Stephen 


10. Spripeaela, Maas." President, Mrs. Mary E. Marsh; Secre- 
T1. Wyandotte, Kan.—President, J. J, Hughes; Secretary, Will 
ti ‘Solna, Kansas,—President, Henry Rosmond; Secretary, 8. 
"R Silver City, Idaho.—President, Frank Massey; Secretary, 
74. Boise City, Idaho.—President, P. J. Pefley; Secretary, F, 
75. Farmington, Utah.—President, Hector W. Haight: Secre- 


alker. 
16. Pittsburgh, Penn,—P resident, B. H. De Jones; Secretary, H. 


E. Juergens. 


17. Fillmore City. Utah.—Presidenf, A. L. Robinson; Secretary, 


George C. Velie. 


18. Concordia, Kansas.—President, G, F. Oatlin; Secretary, W., 


H. Wright. 


79. Vieksburg. Mich.—Secretary, Robert Baker, 
80. Ellsworth, Kan.—President, H. T. Hoesman; Secretary, M. 


ewton. 
81. Adrian, Mich.—President, W. Lyons; Secretary, L. Vander- 
"32° Center Point, Mo.—President, J. 8. Granger; Secretary, D. 


Foliart. 


83. Wyoming. Ill.— President, A. Bailey ; Secretary, F. A 


Kerns. 


84, Saginaw, Mich.—President, T. L. Jackson; Secretary, J. 


Tinklepaugh. 


85 Johnson, Vt.—President, Lucian Scott; Secretary, Miss Ar- 


villa E. Alwell. 


86 Hannibal. Mo.—President, D. Jenkins; Secretary. Leo Hist. 
87 Independence, Mo.—Secretary. Oharies H. Olark. 

88 White Rock, Nev.-- Secretary, A. J. Borrette. 

89 Harwinton, Conn.—President. Warren J. Alfred; Secretary, 


Edwin E. Baker. 


90 Little Rock, Ark.—President, W. F. Hill; Secretary, Carl 


iu. 
E Hornellsville, N. ¥.—Seeretary, B. E. Shattuck. 
92 Columbia, Boston.—President, J. 8. Godman; Secretary, 


Henry Damon. 


93 Bt. Johns, Ill.—President, Wm. Ellison; Secretary, William 


A. Thompson. 


94 DeWitt, lowa.—Secretary, B. F. Gove. 
= Ogden, Utah.—President. Joseph Sewell; Secretary, John 


. Jost. 

96 Sevier, Utah.—President, Michael Johnson; Secretary, R. 
Orenson, 

97 Kirwin, Kan.—Secretary, T. M. Helm. 

98 Goose Lake, Cal.—Secretary. Ed. R. Bodger. 

99 Nashville, Stenn.—President, W. T. Auten; Secretary. M. 


Herstein. 


n. 
100 Belleville, Kan.—Secretary, Mrs. C. A. Patrick. 
101 New. York, Ñ. ¥.—President, (Quarles Sotheran ; Secretary, 


Edward Nye, 


e, 
140 Cleveland, O.—President E. Q. Norton; Secretary, E. W. 


aylord. 
141 White Oloud, Kansas.—Beoretary. C. H. Wakefleld. 
142 Raritan, IlJ.—Secretary, Wesley Milliken. 
143 Park Oity, Utah.—President, James G. Watson; Beoretary, 
George P, Bissonette. i 
144 Marion Center, Kansas.—Secretary, J. B. Bown. ' 
Hs Harrisburg, Pa.—President. J. T. Richardson; Secretary, 
: eller. 
146 ‘Petaluma, Oal.—Secretary, Freeman Parker. 
147 Valley Fails, Kansas.—Secretary. A, J. Searl, 
148 Seward, Neb.—Secretary, G. W. Lovley, 
149 Patch Grove, Wis.—President, H. F. Young; Beoretary, J 


arner, 

150 Springville, Utah.—President, H. M. Dougall; Secretary. 
George White, 

151 Centerville, Cal.—Secretary, Alonzo Sweet. 

152 Ferndale, Kansas.—Secretary, J. W. Newbold. 

153 Springville, N. Y.—President, Albert T. Wheeler ; Secretary, 
Frank Dygert. 

164 Armetrong's Grove, lowa.—Secretary, George V. Davis. 

165 Elk Falls, Kansas.—Secretary, A, A. Barnes. 

156 Cottonwood Falls, Kan.—President, T, J. Dean; Secretary, 
Frank Holz. 0.4 

. Gra 


157 Oltumwa, Iowa.—Beoretary, O. ves, 

158 Paterson, N, J.—President, J. J. Haviland; Secretary. John 
TT, 

159 Scranton, Iowa.—Beoretary, J. L. Amsden, 

160 Hope, Kansas.—President, Oarl Robinson; Secretary, Mar- 


n Peace. 
161 Detroit, Mich.—Secretary, 8. B. McOracken. 

162 Burlington. Kansas.—President, Ohristopher Brown; Sea- 
retary, 0. H. Rameyn. ; 
168 Beloit, Kansas.—Secretary, Jacob H. Markley. 
164 Harlan, Iowa.—Beoretary, C, W. Potter. - 

165 Modesto, Cal.—Beoretary, O. M. Courtwright. 
166 Dowagiac, Mich.—BSeoretary, Thomas Rix. 
167 Burr Oak. Mich.—Recretary, A. H, Thurston. 
168 Arrington, Kan.—Secretary, S. H. Quilien. 
169 Omro, Wis.—Secretary, Sallie M. Pnillips. 


Secretaries of Auxiliaries will confer a favor by promotly re- 
portin any errors in this list to A. L. Rawson. Beo, N, L. L, 84 
t.. New York City. E 


—— 9 .,9— — — —— 
[From the Parkersburgh (W, Va.) State Journal.) 


Clerical Cowardice. 


EDITORS STATE JOURNAL : The following correspondence 
will in a great measure explain itself, but I deem it proper 
under the circumstances to add a few words by way of 
comment : 


ond 


PARKERSBURGH, W.Va., Jan. 91, 1880. 
Rev. A. C. GEoxnGE, D.D., p 
Rev. J. W. CARTER, D.D., 
Gentlemen : Having been informed that the clergy of 
this city hav a regular organization which meets weekly, on- 
behalf of the Committee of the Liberal League, I inclose 
you the within communication, with the request that you 
lay it before that body at its next regular meeting, and 
oblige, Very respectfully, Your obedient servant, 
f . JAMES HUTCHINSON, 
Beoretary Liberal League. 


To TuE REVEREND CLERGY OF THE CITY oF PARKERS- 
BURGU, W.Va., Gentlemen: Since the recent lecture of Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll in this city, most of you hav delivered 
discourses upon the inspiration of the Bible and the perni- 
cious influences of unbelief upon the morals of society, and 
we are informed some of you, in your zeal, hav 80 far for- 
gotten the great cardinal principles of charity as to de- 
nounce those you call Infidels as enemies of humanity. 

Now, gentlemen, if you are 80 confident of the divine or- 
igin of the Bible, and the necessity of the Ohristian religion 
for the happiness and salvation of mankind, it is presumed 
that you will not object to a discussion ef their merits in 
public ; and at the request of a number of gentlemen who 
differ from you in your views upon the subject, we respeot- 
fully invite yon to appoint & committee of your own body, 
consisting of three or four personas, to confer with a similar 
number of gentlemen representing the Liberal League of 
this city, to make suitable arrangements fora joint discus- 
sion between some chosen member of your faith and one of 
ours, Truth has nothing to fear from free investigation, 
and if the Bible is the word of God, you certainly can hav 
no apprehension as to the result of the severest serutiny 
into the history of its origin and character; while we be- 
lieve that a free and candid discussion of the great funda 
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mental doctrines of the Christian religion can but lead to 
the triumph of truth and the advancement of civilization. 

If you accept or reject our proposition, please advise the 
undersigned. Very respectfully, 8. E. KUYKENDALL, 

BARNA POWELL, 
JAMES HUTCHINSON, 
F. K. STAGG, 
Committee. 

To James Hurcurnson, SECRETARY OF THE LIBERAL 
LEAGUE, Dear Sir: We hav received, through you, a paper, 
dated Jan. 81, 1880, signed by ‘“‘S. E. Kuykendall, Barna 
Powell, James Hutchinson, and F. K. Stagg, Committee," 
addressed to us, it is claimed, ‘‘at the request of a number 
of gentlemen," and proposing a joint arrangement between 
the clergy and the ‘‘ Liberal League of this city," for the 
discussion of the question of “the divine origin of the 
Bible and the necessity of.the Christian religion.” 

We agree with these’ gentlemen in the statement that 
“truth has nothing to fear from investigation ;" and we hav 


_ no idea that the holy scriptures can, by any possibility, be 


subjected to any severer scrutiny in the future than that 
to which they hav been subjected in the past; and history 
shows us that civilization advances with the increase and 
triumph of the gospel. How we may most effectually pro- 
mote and extend amongst men the Christian religion, is, 
therefore, with us, the matter of primary importance. We 
are satisfied that this can be most successfully accomplished 
by the diligent performance of our duties as ministers—hy 
preaching the doctrines and morality taught in the Bible, 
by extending church organization and influence, by visiting, 
aiding, and comforting the sick and the poor, and by striv. 
ing generally to advance the well-being of our fellow-men ; 
and not by engaging in discussions respecting long-estab- 
lished truths with those who are’ actively and persistently 
hoatile to the Christian faith. 

You will pardon us, gentlemen, for the frank statement 
that we do not regard the Liberal League and its operations 
as being, by any means, the chief obstruction, in this com- 
munity, to the:progress of Christianity. We do not propose, 
therefore, to bestow upon it and its measures of opposition 
to the truth of God any more attention than their relative 
importance demands. 

Your assumption, gentlemen, that if we hav confidence 
in the truth of Christianity we will not object to a discus- 
sion, in the manner which you propose, does not rest on a 
sufficient foundation. We believe in representative govern- 
ment, in social purity, in the sanctity of the household, in 
freedom of thought, and in the equal rights of all men ; but 
‘we would not feel at liberty to turn aside from our regular 
ministerial work to discuss these principles with any per- 
son who might deny or assail them. We can more effectu- 
ally counteract all false statements and doctrines by persist- 
ently teaching and preaching that gospel which ** makes for 
righteousness," which works the destruction of all evils, 
which comprehends all reforms, and which secures, with 
its triumph, every blessing to mankind. 

It is not true, as you intimate in your communication, 
that we hav denounced ‘‘Infidels as enemies of humanity,” 
or that we hav made any personal attacks on individuals or 
classes. But it is our duty as ministers to deliver discourses 
on the inspiration of the Bible and the pernicious influence 
of unbelief on the morals of society ; and we shall probably 
continue to do this in the future, as we havin the past, when 
the occasion, in our judgment, demands it, And the men 
who sustain Robert G. Ingersoll in his virulent assaults on 
the Christian faith and Christian ministers cannot, with a 


* very good grace, it seems to us, complain of the clergy as 


violators of ‘‘ great cardinal principles of charity," if they 
not only present the gospel to men as the light of the world 
and the saving power of £ociety, but also denounce Infidel- 
ity as a blight on civilization and a curse to mankind. 

For the reasons stated in this communication, as well as 
for others, weighty and conclusive, which might be men- 
tioned, we respectfully decline your proposition. 

Signed in behalf of the Preachers’ Meeting, Feb. 2, 1880. 

LoyaL Youna, Sec’y. J. T. WHITLEY, Pres. 


COMMENTS, 
Ever since Colonel Ingersoll’s lecture in this city the 


' clergy, as a general thing, hav, directly or indirectly, com- 


mented upon the lecture, or the views expressed in it upon 
the inspiration of the Bible and the influence of Christi. 
anity on the advancement and enlightenment of the human 
race. 

In these discourses of the clergy those who disbelieved in 
the Bible as the Word of God hav been held up in a very 
unenviable light, and one distinguished gentleman intimated 
that Infidels were destitute of all moral sense, and must 
necessarily commit murder or come to some bad end. 
Owing to these facts, as well as the advantages possessed by 
the clergy of enunciating their creeds and doctrines from 
the pulpit in the name of the Lord, without the possibility 
of having their declarations reviewed or Called into question, 
the members of the Liberal League proposed a joint discus- 
sion, Wherein each party could hav a fair opportunity to 
present their respective views in a calm 'and dispassionate 
manner for the consideration of the people. They simply 
proposed that reason and argument should be laid before 
the minds of the-people and let themdetermine. There are 
a large number of ladies and gentlemen in this community 


- who hav conscientious doubts about the Bible being the 


inspired word of God. They are just as honest and sincere 
jn their convictions as any member of the clergy, 

This reply of the clergy is a tacit confession of the truth 
of what I hav repea:edly stated, that *'they know that the 
creeds and dogmas of the church cannot stand the scruti- 
nizing gaze of impartial investigation and discussion," That 
religion appeals simply to the fears and superstitions of 
mankind instead of reason and argument. No longer than 


-Jast night a member of the Preachers’ Association dis- | 


eoursed learnedly about the difficulties of Infidelity from 
his pulpit, where he knew that he was beyond the reach of 
reply. This learned gentleman, in his sermon, proclaimed. 
it as an established fact that ** the world is indebted solely 
to the Bible for its morality,” entirely ignoring the fact that 
the nations of antiquity, long before the birth of Moses, 
had well-established governments, founded upon moral 
codes, as just and equitable for the protection of the rights 
of persons and property and the suppression of vices and 
crime as anything in the Bible; and so to this day hav the 
80-called heathen nations of China, India, and Japan. 

The doctor also insisted that Infidels, by rejecting the 
Bible, ‘‘ were destitute of all moral obligation or were with- 
out a basis of moral action.” The doctor, in his zeal, 
probably forgot that Bishop Butler, Dr. McCosh, and other 
authorities upon morals, concede that man by nature is en- 
dowed with a conscience which approves or disapproves of 
his conduct, and that “this faculty tends to restrain men 
from doing mischief to eack other and leads them to do 
good." The great bishop says: ‘‘ Man was made for society 
and to promote the happiness of it." ‘‘The nature of man 
leads him to a right behavior in society—to that course of 
life which we call virtue. Men follow or obey their natures 
to a certain degree, but not entirely. Their actions do not 
come up to the whole of what their natures lead them to." 

And Doctor McCosh says that ** conscience may, be don- 
sidered a law of our nature—an original and divinely-im- 
planted and fundamental law.” And he quotes approvingly 
the well-known passage from Cicero, who says: -‘‘ Right 

reason is itself a law congenial to the feelings of nature, 
diffused among. all men—uniform, eternal—calling us im- 
periously to our duty and peremptorily prohibiting any vio- 
lation of it. Nor does it speak one language at Rome and 
another at Athens, Varying from place to place or from time 
to time, but it addresses itself to all nations, to all ages, de- 
riving its authority from the common sovereign of the uni- 
verse, and carrying home its sanctions to every breast by 
the inevitable punishment which it inflicts on the transgres- 
sors," "This monitor;is placed within the breast of every 
man, Infidel as well as Christian, teaching what is right and 
declaring what is wrong—an unerring guide to the children 
of men in all their relations and duties as members of 
society, so long as they keep it free and untrammeled by the 
creeds and dogmas of priests and churches." 

In conclusion, a8 the clergy, ensconced behind the sanctity 
of the pulpit, are constantly denouncing those who differ 
with them, as enemies of society and the Bible, as the word 
of God, I wish to ask them a few questions for their future 
consideration, viz.: How is it that this Bible, while pro- 
fessing to be the inspired word of God, a divine revelation 
in regard to man’s life in & future world, is so entirely desti- 
tute of information upon this professedly all-important sub- 
ject? Where, through its thousand pages, is there one soli- 
tary fact concerning the condition of man in the life to 
come ? Why is itso silent in regard to the state of exist- 
ence beyond the grave ? It furnishes no facts, but simply 
deals in metaphors, parables, and dreamy views, the pro- 
duct of man’s own frail and deluded imagination. It is 
true that it dwells at great length in describing a paradise 
where there is no death, yet in which the tree of life grows 
luxuriantly on each side of a stream of living waters for the 
healing of the nations. A new Jerusalem, a golden city, the 
breadth, the length, and the heighth of which are equal, 
With streets paved with gold as transparent as glass, and 
protected by walls of jisper and other precious stones, and 
gates of pearl that are never shut by day (?), although there 
is no night there. 

These are not facts but the wild visions of a diseased or 
distorted imagination, the vagaries of a mind lost to all but 
sensual pleasures. Pray what use has a spiritual body for 
a golden city, paved with precious metals and surrounded 
by jasper walls and gates of pearl? Again I ask, where 
does this presumptuous book solve the greatest of all mys- 
teries, the origin of evil, and the incongruities and perplex- 
ities which b:set men on all sides in the moral government 
of this world ? Is there a thoughtful person in this com- 
munity that has not felt bewildered and almost crazed at the, 
at least, apparent inconsistency of the existence of such a 
world as this, with its sorrows and crimes, under the domain 
of an all-wise, all-powerful, and all-merciful God, as set 
forth in the scriptures ? Can it be possible that such a God 
can view with impunity the triumph ,everywhere of evil 
over good, of vice over virtue, of the corruption, the base- 
ness, and degradation everywhere abounding ? the never- 
ceasing tales of innocence corrupted, of villainy successful, 
of the poor robbed, and the weak oppressed? If not, why 
are these things so? Who can reconcile them with this 
rule of an almighty and all-loving heavenly father? Is his 
ear heavy that he cannot hear? Are his eyes blind that he 
cannot see? Is his hand shortened that he Cannot save the 
people from the wretchedness, misery, and crime that every- 
where prevail, saddening the hearts of men ? 

When the Christian clergy shall hav answered these ques- 
tions, and relieved the world from some of its sorrows and 
tears, it will be time enough for us doubters to espouse their 
creeds and dogmas. In the mean time we will exert a)l our 
efforts to extend the influence of that philosophy which 
teaches scientific truths as the only available divine provi. 
dence, instead of the egotism of faith ; and concentrate all 
our labors towards fitting man for the duties and responsi- 
bilities of the life that now is, and accepting reason as our 
sole guide, and human usefulness and happiness as the only 
worthy criterion of right and wroBg. * 

Respectfully, JAMES HUTCHINSON, 

Feb. 9, 1880. Bec. Liberal League. 

—— —— —* 9——————— 

“Tau Spartans tried to turn the vice of intemperance into 
contempt by systematically making their slaves drunk once 
a year, to show their children how foolish and despicable 
men looked in that state, 


Book Notices. ' 


A New THEORY or Lire AND BPxorgs.—Published by J. 
B. Pool, Pittsfield, Mass, i 


This little volume is quite interesting, and the theory of 
life it presents is ingenious, whether it be correct or not. It 
presents the theory that the sun occasionally ceases to giv 
out light and heat, and that its cycles may be divided into 
four seasons: 

1. When the sun is entirely dark and cold. 

2. That immediately following the illumination of the 
sun, When the ice begins to melt and icebergs to move on the 


ocean. . 
8. The icebergs being melted, the sun's heat is felt all over 
the earth. 


4, When the sun wanes and cold again extends. 

At each glacial epoch life is destroyed, and when the 
earth is fitted again for life it is furnished with life germs 
from some spirit world where life already exists. This 
theory may be satisfactory to those who believe in spirits, 
and those who do not may feel an interest in hearing all 
sides fairly presented. 

The price of the book is fifteen cents, but having been 
presented by the author with a package of them, I will sell 
them for ten cents in stamps and with the proceeds pay for 
three-month subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER wherever 
I think it will do the most good. One paper will often 
Liberalize a whole neighborhood, and we cannot do good 
work in any more effective way than in spreading the circu- 
lation of Taz TauTB SEExER—a paper that is better calcu- 
lated to win the hearts of its readers than any other paper 
of its kind. Respectfully, ELmina D. SLENKER, 

Snowville, Va., Feb. 20, 1880. 


SIXTEEN BAVIoRS OR Nons ; or the Explosion of a Great 
Theological Gun. An answer to John T, Perry’s '* Nix- 
teen Saviors or One;" an examination of its Fifteen 
Authorities, and an Exposition of its Two Hundred 
and Twenty-four Errors. By Kersey Graves. New 
York : D. M. Bennett, Liberal Publisher. 


Mr. Graves has in this volume, in his usual strong and 
pointed manner, reviewed his reviewer, and rather turned 
the sword that was raised to slay him toward the man that 
held it. It having been stated by Mr. Graves’s critics that 
his works contain numerous errors, he agrees to forfeit five 
hundred dollars to any one who shall succeed in finding one 
error, or one important statement in them not corroborated 
by reliable historical authority. And he offers the same 
sum to Mr. Perry if he will show him another work on the- 
ology of equal'size with his own ‘‘ Sixteen Saviors or One," 
containing as many erroneous statements. Here is a fine 
opportunity for those who charge mistakes and misrepre- 
sentations upon those who are laboring to undermine the 
foundations of popular errors to prove the truth of their 
assertions and make money—if they can, The-readers of 
Mr. Graves's ‘‘ Sixteen Crucified Saviora,” ‘The Bible of 
Bibles,” and his other writings, will find in this volume 
some pretty sharp thrusts at modern bigotry.—Banner of 
Light. 


Four LECTURES ON BARLY Cuinp.CuLTUBE, By W.N, 
Hailmann. Hailmann & Doerflinger, Milwaukee, W is, 
First Lecture—Laws of Childhood.— What is law ? child- 
hood defined and described ; laws of growth, development, 
evolution ; the law of unification, verification ; father, 
mother, nurse ; the school. 

Second, Lecture—The Soul of Froebel’s Gifts.— Truth is a 
growth; history of education; Rousseau, Pestalozzi, Froebel; 
the four laws of Froebel's giftst; the first nine gifts; forms of 
cognition, of life, of beauty ; the remaining gifts ; univer- 
sality in unity, etc. 

Third Lecture—A School for Mothers.—HBociety an organism, 
society an essential condition of humanity, happiness; social 
instinct; the pedagogic society; mother and kindergartener, 
growth of character ; visits to the kindergarten. 

Fourth Lecture—Specific Use of the Kindergarten.-—The 
personal equation; its law applied to the progress of the 
race; the family as the molecule of society; father, 
mother, and child; necessity of preparation for mother- 
hood ; abundance of time for such preparation ; the school 
sketched ; conclusion. Price, flexible cloth, 40 cts. ; paper, 
25 ets. ; 


* Tug DaRwiINs" will do great good. Logic presented 
in the form of a romance reaches minds that would take no 
interest in plain matters of fact. Wm, A. GARRETSON, 

Smith Center, Kan. 


Tue moral and Liberal thoughts so ingeniously inter- 
woven in narrative has reached many a mind where a dull, 
prosy homily would hav been cast aside as dry and uninter- 
esting. ELLA E. GIBSON. 


‘¢ THE DARWINS " is ever so nice. BENJ. GRIFFIN. 


Lawrence, Mass. 


CAN that be true religion which consigned men of holy 
innocence to the flames because they held that the Son was 
like unto the Father, but not the same as the Father, or be- 
Cause they would not worship the Virgin and the saints ? 
Can that be true religion which screened nameless crimes 
behind the sacred walls of monasteries ? Can that be true 
religion which taught eternity of punishment without any 
hoge of pardon or salvation for the sinner, however peni- 
tent ? People who judge of religions in that spirit will never 
understand their real purport—will never reach their sacred 
springs, —JMao Muller, 
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Letiers from Sriends. 


3 Oto, Iowa, Jan. 10, 1880. 

DEAR FRIEND BENNETT: Please pardon me for neglect- 
ing 80 long to write. Inclosed I send you $5. Ihav notas 
yet written you the feelings of the Libersls of this place 
with regard to your case and course. As far as I know, 
they are with you to a man; even for the mistake that you 
hav made they hav not gone back on you, for you owned 
up like a man. I hav heard it said that honest confession is 
good forthe soul. If no one goes back on you only those 
that hav never made a mistake, you will hav a world of 
friends.» As a general thing, every man and woman knows 
more mean things about themselves than any one else knows 
about them; and if each one would only think for a minute 
about the mistakes that he has made, the stones would al} 
fall to the ground before they reached you. This would 
apply to Abbot and Bundy. 

l stopped taking the R.-P, Journal long ago on account of 
its abuse and slang about other Liberals, and those, too, 
who had worked for the Journal. And now it has turned 
against D. M. Bennett because he is a better man than the 
editor of the Journal and publishes a paper that the Liberals 
like better than they do his. : 

Any man that wilt slancer another considers the man that 
he slanders & better man than himself and tries to get him 
down as low as he is himself. But Bro. Bennett’s name 
will stand written on the scroll of fame while his learned 
opposers will be sunken to merited oblivion. His works 
hav gone all over the civilized world, and cannot be de- 
stroyed or answered any more than Thomas Paine’s can. 
That is why they hate him, for he tells so much truth and 
tells it in such a way that they cannot forget it. . 

Iam glad that there are so many Liberals who stand by 
yóuin your trouble. There are not words in the English 
language that will express tbe feelings of contempt that I 
hav for Comstock, Colgate, Benedict, and others that ‘sent 
you to prison. Yours in true friendship, 

8. P. Dax. 
. CENTRAL, 8. C. 

Dear BENNETT: Tan TauTER SEEKER of the 22d of 
November, containing your * Fourth Letter from Albany," 
has been duly received, and I ean assure you that this, your 
“Fourth Letter,” is the only thing I ever saw from your 
pen that I could not indorse. Your correspondence with 
** Hannah” was strictly a private affair, and could ‘not con- 
stitute a crime against the public, consequently it is none of 
the public’s business. The little domestic storm. it had 
created passed away and perfect harmony had been estab- 
lished in your family, and right then and there the matter 
should hav ended; and it would hav ended then and there 
had it not been for your rivals, Bundy and Abbot, who, it 
seems, were more successful in finding out '* what was the 
matier with Hannah” than yourself. Bundy and Abbot 
hav certainly ‘‘beat you to the Yank;" and the weakest act 
on your part was, in my estimation, your notice of their 
low, sueaking, cowardly assault; you should never hay 
given the mater even & passing notice. Anything, emanat- 
ing from Comstock or his man Friday, viz., F. E. Abbot, 
or john Bundy, or their Dulcinia, Hannah, should never 
meet anything except silent contempt. I well remember, 
when a boy, my father never suffered me to wrestle with a 
negro or fight dogs with a rolling-pin. 

ou seem to apprehend that your friends will go back on 
you because Bundy and Abbot hav resurrected some un- 
pleasant correspondence between you and Hannah, and you 
go on to beg the forgiveness of your friends and patrons for 
your weakness and indiscretion, -as though any of us had 
anything to do with your private life. It is your public life 
and labor in the Liberal cause that claim our attention, and 
in that you hav given no grounds for complaint; but, on 
the other hand, you justly merit the love and unbounded 
esteem of the Liberal world; you still stand the champion 
hero of the Freethougnt warfare. True it is, some few 
pseudo, ‘“‘ milk-and-cider " Liberals may turn their backs on 
you on account of Hannah, but your true Liberal friends 
will never forsake you until you offend them in a public 
capacity. R , 

I hope, my dear old friend, that you will, as far as possi- 
ble, forget this whole affair. You are too noble and gener- 
ous to ever beg forgiveness for anything that Comstock, 
Bundy, Abbot, or Hannah Can ever bring against :you. 

I must close. This is the third letter that I huv written 
you since you went to Albany. Oh, how about Underwood? 
Do you remember that I said in a communication to you 
about a year ago that Abbot and Underwood were aiding 
and abetting Comstock in his damnable persecutions? I 
guess you now see how itis. Good-bye. R. M. CASEY. 


Van BUREN, AREK., Jan. 5, 1880. 

Mr. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: For fear you will think 
that the returns from this back country are against you, I 
now send said returns in, and am happy to say that the 
majority are in favor ol Mr. Bennett continuing as the 
editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER. à 

As Bundy and Abbot failed to send me any of their 
papers, I sent for & copy of Bundy’s orthodox (Zomstock 
Journal containing your letters. Though iu his editorials I 
found they were horrible, in the letters themselves I failed 
to find anything that I thought ought to hang a man. 

lguess Abbot and Bundy thought they had struck a bo- 
nanza in the way of subscribers to their papers, but I don't 
think it will ‘pan out” so well as thought; in fact, I doubt 
if it turns out enough clear cash. to pay McNellis & Co, for 

` their claims. i 

I don’t think you need to bother any more with that team 
of Spanish jackasses, Abbot and Bundy, while they hay 
such a master to cudgel them às Eugene Macdonald or 
Theron C. Leland, besides said team will get tangled up in 
the gear with eacù other before long and kick themseives 
and eaċh other to death, As dirty a couple as they are 
cannot remain long in peace in the same house; they are 
too selfish and jealous-natured to last long in partnership. 
So, as low as making shoes in a penitentiary seems, it is 
exalted work when compared to such dirty work as the 
above firm are engaged in. : : 

I think, instead of the Liberals telling you to step down 
and out, that the other side will be silently requested to 
step down and out by the still small voice of failing sub- 
scription lists. They may get some subscribers from 
among the Christians, and it is nothing but right that they 
should, for who ought to support a Christian paper but 
Christians? And if they don’t support their own papers, I 
don’t think the Liberals Will consider themselves under any 

. obligations to support them. 

I see that B. F. Underwood has been so ungrateful as to 
turn Kis back on you after your being so kind as to publish 
80 many kindly notices and comments of his lectures and 


debates. This looks like the snake that the woodman car- 
ried to his house and warmed in /Esop's Fables. 

I must sgain vote nay to your stepping down and out. I 
want to sce some more of your sledge-hammer blows dealt 
out to the enemies of humanity. 

Your subscriber while THE TRUTH SEEKER lamp holds 
out to burn, James R. NEAL. 


Burwoop, Car., Dec. 31, 1879. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find money 
order for thirteen dollars, and à one-dollar greenback as a 
New Year’s present for Mrs. Bennett from my wife. Please 
send me your new book, entitled ‘‘ Ancient Gods and 
Ancient Faiths,” as soon as it is published, also R. G. Inger- 
soll’s book, ‘‘Some Mistakes of Moses,” and a life-size litho- 
graph of Íngersoll.and giv me credit for another year's 
subscription to Tak Truta SEEKER. What is left of the 
order please accept for yourself. ; 

My wife and myself are Liberals in every sense of the 
word. Consider us as your friends, and we will make as 
many more for you 88 we can by advocating Freethought 
and circulating your paper,.wbich is like gold to every 
lover of liberty. 

I will close by wishing you as happy a New Year as you 
could expect in your 80-called Christian prison. 

Ever your friend, O. BLIVEN. 


Miron, UTAH, Jan. 20, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, ESQ., Dear Sir: Not being one of the 

*enltured consensus of the competent," of course I am, 
as I hav been from the beginning, with you, and say, Never 
think for a moment of the idea of ‘‘ stepping down and out," 
neither as editor of the best Freethought paper in the world 
nor as vice-president of the National Liberal League. Man- 
kind cannot afford any such thing ; and if such able and 
clear sighted contributors to your paper as Mrs. Denton, E. C. 
Walker, ‘‘ Tee Cee Lee," and a host of others, are the tag- 
rag and bobtail, I am indeed very desirous of being counted 
in. 
I saw a copy of the eligio- Philosophical not long since. 
Iread the paper regularly seven or eight years ago. It then 
directed my attention to Woodhull & Clajlin’s Weekly, 
through the continual abuse and slander of the editors of 
that paper. I read a few copies of the Weekly and found 
therein some very good ideas expressed upon the social 
question. Before long the very religious philosopher, Jones, 
then editor of the E.P. Journal, who felt so outraged about 
what he philosophically denominated Freelove, or, more 
often, free lust, was shot and killed in his office for seducing 
a friend's wife. Victoria Woodhull had been arrested, and 
the agitation of the social question probably thought ended. 
You, Bro. Bennett, are in a Christian institution to-day 
through the zeal and aid from the religious philosopher, 
Bundy, and the Indev's Abbot and Comstock, under the 
pretext that you favor Freelove ; and as there is again such 
howling about your having written some letters to a girl, it 
is but reasonable to suppose that there was something very 
nasty going on somewhere, I hav noticed as a fact that 
whenever a man sets himself to correcting others for some 
particular or imaginary fault or sin—for dishonesty, impu- 
rity, etc.—that man is very often to such a degree guilty 
of the very thing himself—that of all nowlers he cries 
the loudest, thereby trying to divert people’s attention from 
himself. : 

The social question, so inseparably connected with the 
labor question and the welfare of our common humanity, is 
one that will require more martyrs like yourself to face be- 
fore it will be solved; but the solution must come. How 
noble in you to suffer for another man’s ''right to differ 
with you in opinion." 2 

Inelcsed find $2.50, subscription on TRE TRUTH SEEKER, 
As one among the thousands of your warm friends, admir- 
ers, and well-wishers, I subscribe myself, L. P. EDHOLM. 


f CAMARGO, ILL., Jan. 28, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Friend: I hav to inform 
you of the death of our friend, Charles Wellaver, one of 
the first subscribers to your paper. He lived a consistent 
Liberal (as he told me) from his earllest recollection until 
last Friday, having reached over three-score and ten years. 
None of his acquaintances (so far as I hav heard) ever ques- 
tioned his honesty, truthfulness, or integrity in any perticu- 
lar. We extend to his bereaved wife and family our sym- 
pathy and condolence in their loss, acknowledging that 
sooner or later death ig as necessary as birth is to all organ- 
ized life. Peace to his ashes! 

I hav consulted all the Liberals here as to D. M. Bennett’s 
‘stepping down and out," The universal voice is, ‘No, 
never! Continue your place as editor of Tue Truta 
SEEKER.” Friend Macdonald, you hav proved yourself a 
success a3 an editor—hav fully maintained the character of 
Tug TRUTH SEEKER as being one of.the best Liberal papers 


jn the country ; but the old martyr we cannot and do nol 
want to spare. We also say the same of A, L, Rawson. 
W. B. PEARCE. 


Forusr HILL, Micn,, Feb. 17, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Lear Sir: It has not been for 
want of sympathy for our brave martyr now in his cell in 
the Christian bastile at Albany, nor the cause which he so 
nobly and fearlessly represents, that I hav not long since 
contributed my mite of sympathy which he so richly 
deserves, but because I hav seen that the letter department 
has been well supplied and by far abler pens than mine. I 
may as well own up that I hav been “hard up" for money. 
Liberals out here are generally men of small means but of 
good common senae. Let not Bro. Bennett for one moment 
think of abandoning the editorship of Tug TRuTH SEEKER. 
It is ably conducted at present and entirely satisfactory to 
its many patrons, but by all means let the great captain of 
the ship hav Control of the vessel. Shame! shame! on the 
League, or the man that will advise anything else! Who 
ever heard of a man in the world but what acted a little im- 
prudent once in his lifetime ? 
will be emblazoned high upon the scroll of fame when his 
relentless persecutors will hav sunk into merited oblivion. 
I took the R.-P. Journal for several years, but when it 
began to slop over with hypocritical “gush,” I dropped it. 
May your paper long liv to pour grape and canister into 
the ranks of the enemy, with Mr. Bennett at its head, is the 

desire of E. P. JogNsox. 

BELOIT, Onto, Jan: 6, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: I am one of the 70,000 
that Circulated the petition for the repeal of the Comstock 
law, and signed it. Also a petition for D. M. Bennett’s re- 
lease, and sent it in in due time, with over two hundred 
names onit. Iam an old man, past seventy-three years, 
and hav always been a Freethinker and Abolitionist. I 
hav been persecuted, and hav frequently been threatened 
with prosecution. I wish to be considered a friend of free- 


The name of D. M. Bennett | 


dom of speech, freedom of the press, and freedom of the 
mails, and the secularization of the government, i 

I hav read Mr, Bennett’s ** Fourth Letter from Albany." 
It is manly and truthful, and I admire him the more for it, 
and sympath'ze with him very much, and think he should 
3 ot hav resigned the vice-presidency of the National Liberal 

eague. 

I sent for the ** Champions of the Church" and *' Cupid’s 
Yokes ” last January, and received them in good time with 
the wrappers-very much torn. The ''Champions" is a 
noble work, and should be in every family. *'* Cupid's 
Yokes" I hav read, but don’t indorse all of it, but fail to 
see any obscenity there. Many of my neighbors hav read 


it, and all that hav expressed themselves to me on it say - 


they fail to see any obscenity in it. 

Inclosed you will find post-office order for six dollars, to 
be disposed of as directed. 

Lam decidedly in favor of Mr, Bennett’s sticking to the 
paper. Yours, for equal rights aud justice, 

; ) WiLLIAM B. MICHENER. 


EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER: I too hav been ''set- 
tin" in mute meditation, suspending judgment, “for I do 
80 want to keep on the side of popularity." But brother 
Bennett the truthful has spoiled our chance, and we are 
here this first day of January, 1880, the flrst lines that we 
hav penned preparing to decide the case after all the argu- 
ments hav been discussed and confession recorded. I 
always thought Beecher a great coward when he testified, 
“ She thrust her affections upon me.” Poor man! But. I 
excused him, as he had pretended to accept the Bible, and 
E following old Adam—*' Ske did tempt me and I did 
eat." 

Now the case seems to me to be that Bundy, Abbot, 
Comstock, and all the evangelical priests, with Bennett 
included, hav: been studying the fountain source of obscen- 
ity, hav read and re-read that debauching record of love 
and nonsense, Solomon’s Song, that is found recorded in 
the history of the past, dubbed sacred scriptures, holy Bible, 
book of God, When will people consent to letting people 
liv their lives without trying to force love by compelling 
every one to put on each other's coat of many colors—tbe 
coat of legal perfection ? Alas! the garment has been 
turned and made over out of the fig-leaf apron of respecta- 
bility until its worn edges will not hold it together, and it 
falls to pieces from inherent rottenness. 

Will we, as Liberals, ever become liberal enough to 
uphold the true attraction of male and female without sus- 
pecting that something more has}been done than was appar- 
ent from those letters? How foolish it is for people that 
hav outgrown the myths and dogmas of the past to forever 
lend their influence to uphold an institution run by priests 
and lawmakers, that ignore nature and allow the most 
abominable abuses of conjugal life to exist, even after it hag 
been laid bare to the public gaze for centuries, when men 
and women hay been driven to despair by the great wrongs 
of legalized prostitution, being driven to murder and sui- 
cide to find release from their miseries, But the time will 
come when we Can accept the ethical law laid down by the 
reverend lawbreaker Abbot, called the Third Law of Ra- 
tionalism. ‘‘ Hail the day" when I feel competent to decide 
that à man that can break his own laws 5,000 times, and 
insult the good sense of the Liberals of thís country by 
sending them broadcast, isin a worse fix than if he had sent 
** Qupid's Yokes” through the mails and got to "dwelling 
in humble privacy ”—where he truly belongs. 

I hope Bennett will retain his place as editor, and liv to 
deal sledge-hammer blows for truth, as he has done in the 
past. Ido not think he will engage in the despicable busi- 
nees of priating private letters. 

Jamieson has done the “ Spiritual saints" brown. We 
are sure to outgrow the dead past. - 

“ Little by little the world grows strong, 
Fighting the battle of right and wrong; 
Little by little the wrong givs way. 
Little by little the right has sway.” 
Let all good people work for that day, is the desire of an ` 
. AGED MOTHER, 


CLIFTON, KAN., Jan, 8, 1880. 

Eprrog TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: You will see by the 
above address that I hav removed for an indefinite time 
from my former home in Oregon, Wis., and am now visit- 
ing and staying with my children and relatives in different 
parts of Kansas. ; 

Many of my friends requested me to write and giv my 
views concerning Kansas, but could venture to: say but 
little at present. I will say this much: I think it best for 
any person who thinks of coming to Kansas to make a per- 
manent home, to move Cautiously and think two or three 
times before they make a move. 

While stopping at Johnson county, Kan., I saw an agent 
soliciting means for the destitute in Ness county. There 
were five Counties lying southwest of the Kansas River that 
had committees of three for each county gathering provis- 
ions, money, store goods, old clothes, or anything that 
would relieve them from their sufferings. The agent that I 
talked with from Ness county said that the railroad man- 
agers were prevailed with to Carry the freight at half rate 
on the first car-load, but after that refused to carry unless 
they were paid full rates. Then the agent, Robert Findlay, 
appealed to the governor and others to bring their influence 
to bear upon the railroad officials to induce them to carry 
to those poor, destitute people at half rates, and the result 
is yet to hear from. 

It is said it was on account of the drought and hot winds 
that the crops failed in those southwestern counties, The 
crops in the northeastern part of Kansas are good, but the 
price of transportation is reducing the people to serfs and 
slaves. The national and state authorities should take this 
transportation question in hand and do something for the 
people to prevent,the railroad monopolies from carrying on 
a system of legalized robbery. 

J would like to say something on the Liberal funeral dis- 
course made at the Methodist church at Clifton on the death 
of my son-in-law, J. P. Noble, but time and space forbid. 
The Liberal League movement is progressing here in the 
West, and I expect to help form a League in this place. 

Yours for truth and justice, JOHN C. Hanan. 


Rome Ciry, Inp., Jan. 1, 1880. 

EDITOR or TRUTH SEEKER: We hav no Leagues here, 
but there are a few persons in this immoral, orthodox town 
who are brave enough to be honest and fearlessly express 
their opinions regardless of the sneers and scoffs of the clergy. 
The inclosed article, “No Friend to the Infide),” demon 
strates that the spirit that persecuted Galileo and Servetus 
still live, but as they no longer dare plunge their daggers 
into the blood of innocent victims, they must needs content 
themselves by dipping their pen into the vile cesspool of 
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slander. To show how Christians talk in Indiana, I inclose 
the following artiele from the' Adams county Union: 


“NO FRIEND TO THE INFIDEL. 


** A fine thing to look upon is the full-fledged Infidel. He 
js & Freethinker; his thoughts are as free ae the d He 
is the man who thinks it was a happen-so that he came into 
existence, and when he goes out it will be as the flame of & 
candle blown into darkness. 


I quite agree with the conclusions to be drawn from mr, ` 
Wright’s article, that the approaching dissolution of guper- 
; Stition and Christianity is rather a matter for congratulation 
thah alarm ; and that the moral welfare of humanity will 
not be imperiled by the change. Morality is not at all de- 
pendent on the dogmas of Christianity, as history and pres- 
ent experience most abundautly prove, and the world will 
advance as rapidly Without the religious mos 88 with it. 
i; : i he vast sums of money that are annually expended in 
“ What a cheering thought! He howls out his thoughts forcing Christianity on the people will, during the ** morai 
to whomever he chances to meet. Oh! fora little Puritan- interregnum,” be devoted to the advancement of education; 
ism to silence the mouth of every polluter in the land of and science—to the establishment of Liberal governments | 
churches and free schools who-insist in .hissing their con- and Liberalprinciples. Such are the legitimate causes of | 
taminating fanaticisms into the ear of children; expressing morality aud truth ; and well may we hope thatthe co ming : 
opinion wherever they may chance to be. The gallows is climax will bring not merely a ‘“moral interregum," but a! 
too pure to be disgraced with them; fire would pale and go permanent moral reign which shall endure as long as earth 
out at the first touch of the flames against their vile bodies; is capable of sustaining human life, never again permitting 
powder is too innocent to rend them. They should hav superstition to occupy the throne. 
their miserable tongues torn from their throats and flung : —— : 
to the dogs, They are not fit to live in an intelligent com- i WHITEWATER. 


munity, for, like a contaminating Plague, they poison the Me. Eprror: I think that I shall stand by your paper, 
very atmosphere With their presence. : .let the wind blow which way it will. I think I can excuse 

] Yours, etc., ; the mistakes of a man who has done so much for the cause, 
| 80 I inclose eight dollars, three for the paper, and five for 
‘Supernatural Religion " in leather. May your paper sur- 
vive the storm, and waft its sheets in the face of ignorance 
forever. So let us all lay our hate one side, and pull 
together and see what we can do. 

J. P. WHIPPLE. 


Yours, 
DETROIT, Jan. 10, 1880. 
I desire to ask a question 


W. J. ALLEN. 


. PERU, IND., Jan. 9, 1880. 
Mr. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir : I inclose the amount due 
you for THE TRUTH SEEKER. I hope you will get out of 
prison with your energy and zeal for the right not impaired 
in the least, and be able and willing to read that contempt- 
ible Comstock title clear for & hundred years to come. 
There are to-day five hundred men in the Indiana state | . 
prison who hav & better record for honesty and truthful-| Eprron TRUTH SEEKER: 
ness than Comstock. The Sooner such men as.Comstcck through your valuable paper: A secret organization asks 
and his like are dead and in hell (if there is such a place) a party to become a member. He sends in his application, 
the better. He is a liar and perjurer, and a sneak thief isa and is accepted. On the night of initiation he is told he 
gentleman compared to him, As he is now in the business will be required to take an oath which will not con- 
of advertising female syringes, I should think he would let flict with his religious or political belief. He is then asked 
honest and decent people alone awhile at least. Friend to take an oath on the Christian Bible, which he refuses to 
Bennett, we want you out of that prison, a place you were do; the degree is however conferred, and the party is solici- 
pushed into by a corrupt court and a lying and bloodthirsty ted to ask for the second and third degree, which he. does, 
sneak by the name of Syringe Comstock. — Yours, and is balloted for and accepted. The next meeting night 
M. Lew ENYART. {he is again asked to take an oath on the Bible which he 
refuses to do again, and the lodge refuse to confer the 
EUREKA, Wis., Jan. 7, 1880. |degree. The party then makes a formal demand for his 
EDITOR OF TRUTE BzxkER, Dear Sir: Inclosed find three money to be returned; but the lodge refuses to return only 
doliars for THE TRuTE SEEKER for 1880. I hav thought the money paid for the second.degree, which the party re- 
all along that Comstock was the meanest man in America, fuses. Now what I wish to know is, has the lodge a right 
but he has found his match in Abbot and Bundy. Comstock to demand à candidate to take an oath on the Bible? and 
is instinctively orthodox in his very make-up, and when a has the lodge a right to retain the money paid them by the 
man has it bad, it is useless to look for anything much bet-' candidate, or must they return the money to the party 
ter; but we do look for something better in men who pro- | whom the lodge refuses to confer the degree upon ? Please 


fess to be Liberals. They are a beautiful trinity: Abbot 
the father, Bundy the son, and Comstock the un-holy 
ghost; and these three are one iu spirit and purpose, which 
is to destroy THE TRUTH SEEKER and its worthy editor 
and proprietor. But they will not succeed if the Liberals 
of the country do half their duty. Yours truly, 

i E. B. RoUNDs. 


HALIFAX, PA., Jan. 26, 1880. 


D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: Having just recovered from | 


a severe spell of sickness, I find a few leisure moments to 
drop you a few lines, which I ought to hav doue long ago. 
Rest asgured, my much esteemed old friend, that in thought 
and spirit I am with you every day. Since your cruel and 
unjust imprisonment, surely it never rains but it pours also, ! 
which was the case in the late outrageous attack upon your ; 
moral character, while they hold you in their merciless and | 
relentless grasp. I can conceive of nothing that is sunk so' 
low in the great economy of the universe as the human 
animal which is fully exemplified in Comstock, Abbot, 
Bundy &.Co. These human hyenas know full well that in | 
moral worth and intrinsic excellence of character they can- 
not approach you, hence their infernal howling. Eaough | 
. of them. Thev are not worth the ink it takes to write their | 
loathsome names. l . 

J hav had large experience during my thirty years as a 
reformer. For many years I was active in the field as a! 
magnetic and spiritual healer. Iam personally acquainted 
with hundreds of prominent Spi-itualists and Liberalists | 
throughout the United States, and what I can gather, re- 
duced down to a simple fact, is that one :-nited voice, with 
few exceptions, that we hav not lost confidence in D. M. 
Bennett, that the silly letters he wrote while under the 
psychological influence of a crafty woman do not con- 
demn him in our estimation, but the grand, noble, and 
heroic confession he has made, which needs only be care- 
fully read to be accepted as a true statement of the whole 
matter, has raised him higher in our estimation than ever. 

I am a little amused at some of the long-'aced antics of 
my Spiritualistic brethren with whom I hav labored for 
many years in the same Cause, and 1 fee] the call again to | 
go out and heal the sick. For instance, here is one from | 
dear brother Peebles: Why do so many Spiritualists take 
Tae TRUTH SEEKER in preference to Spiritualistic papers ? 
J think that matter-of-fact Dr. Severance &nswered it to Dr. 
Peebles’ satisfaction. If not, I will take a hand in the deal. 
Brother Peebles, we Spiritualists differ in our make-up, No 
two of us hav bumpology alike. Very few indeed like your- | 
self. The most of us had to take the axe and shovel in hand 
to hew down the timber, dig the tunnels, and build the rail- 
roads for a few of you more favored ones in this grand 
cause to jump aboard and sail along with more ease. So if 
we find no fault with you, don’t you find fault with us. 
We hav a strong hand in our deal D. M. Bennett, 
with axe in hand, is ready and waiting for the expiring 
time of his cruel incarceratíon to strike heavy and terrific 
blows so that others may sail along easier. The fact is, 
brother Peebles, papers hav been too conservative. Jt was 
just time for Mind and Matter to be born. There is back- 

bons enough there of the right stamp. lam a subscriber 
to the Banner, and hav read it from its first number. [also 
take Mind and Matter and Taz TRUȚH SEEKER, and intend 
to do'so as long asi can pay for them. Now, friend Ben- 
' nett, as 800n as your new book is published I shall want a 
copy. Please accept my heartfelt sympathies for yourself 
and wife in this gore trial. Cheer up. I can see in the near 
future & golden harvest for you to reap. 
ome Yours, í 


Cuas, YEAKEL, 


answer this question and oblige, 


Yours respectfully, H. JACOBSON. 


CANTON, KAN. 
‘See here, you T. C. L., who in TRUTH SEEKER, Jan. 3d, 
say to Abbot, *' Go West, go West,” if you hav any influ- 
ence over A., I want you to stop that. "We don't want him 
here. Send him East about four hundred miles, and let his 


that if the Liberals of the country were informed that 
they could get books at & fair per cent off by forming these 
associations, many would spring up all over the land, 
There is a disposition on the part of men to associate them- 
aelves together in order to purchase below retail price, and 
many will thus purchase who otherwise would not; I know 
this is the case with our association. If we had been com- 
pelled to pay retail price for books we would not hav one 
where we now hav five. I ask you to think this matter 
over, and hope you will start the machinery to moving. 
may be over sanguine, but it seems to me that the move 
would be à good one. If it increased the reading of Liberal 
books it certainly would increase the demand for Liberal 
periodicals. . I 

With my regards to Mr. and Mrs. Bennett and yourself, 
Iam truly yours to the end of the war, ` . GILMORE, 


How Much It Has Cost the Church. 


To THE EDITOR or Tax TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: All my 
ancestors were Presbyterians of the ‘‘true blue” stamp. 
My mother and father were Presbyterians; and to the days of 
their death their faith in the creed of the church never 
wavered. I am now an old man. I was born a Presbyte- 
rian, educated at Presbyterian schools, know ali the creed, 
the practices, the ins and the outs of every church that is 
honored by the significant titie of ‘‘evangelical.” I hav 
been connected with several Presbyterian churches, with a 
number of Congregational churches, Dutch Reformed 
and Methodist churches, having held responsible offices in 
them for many years, so that I know I understand thor- 
oughly, and hav a correct appreciation of all the sentiments, 
the movements, both aggressive and defensive, the hopeg 
and fears, successes and apprehensions of, the entire eccle- 
siastical fraternity; and I hav been strikingly impressed, for 
many years, with this fact, that.the Christian church is los- 
ing ground, losing influence, losing support, losing the con- 
fidence of sensible citizens, and losing numbers all over the 
United States. Sensible people who are not kept in priestly 
ignorance and subordination are constantly impressed with 
the fact that the supporters of the churches are a priest- 
ridden class of most ignorant zealots; and all over the 
country the supporters of the churches are casting off the 
sacerdotal yoke on account of the priestly tyranny, big- 
otry, and oppression, and are beginning to do their own 
thinking. 

The leaders of the churches see this ; they know it ; they 
pray over it; they preach about it; they write about it; and 
they heave sighs and groans and lamentations enough to 
make the kingdom of Satan tremble, on account of the 
great decline of interest in the church and the unprece- 
dented falling off in numbers during the past year. 


9 


millstone of sin carry him to the center of gravity, then I’ll 
say, Amen. : H. M. Bi8CHEL. 


"D^ - Reno, Pa, 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Our theological con- 
cern, a branch of the Methodist Episcopal persuasion of 
this place, hus had a very sick spell. Although it had a 
change of doctors it grew worse and probably would hav 
collapsed had not assistance come from an unexpected 
source, which for a short time may hav the effect to assuage 
its grief. 

There is.in this vicinity a very wealthy oil company, at 
present employing about fifteen men. This company, or 
their superintendent, hav heretofore been donors to this 
Christian machine to a considerable extent, but of laté this 
benevolent company has got an abundance of faith and lost. 
all its charity and don't want to pay the Lord's bill any 
more, hence this sickness. But this same once charitable 
institution has again come to tbe rescue of this Mrs, Popin- 
jay church. by taxing each pergon in its employ to the 
amount of ten dollars with a penalty attached if not paid, 
to hav their wages reduced & certain amount immediately, 
these proceeds to apply to this Methodist Episcopal church 
of Reno. 

This penalty had the desired effect on all except two bad 
Infidels, who had the courage to refuse payment, and were 
promptly cut down to three-fourth's time. "This unjust tax 
fell upon other unbelievers, who paid by having the matter 
misrepresented to them. Over one-third of the taxed per- 
san8 are heterodox in their belief, two of them subscribers 
to your valuable paper, and two of the Catholic persuasion. 
Most of the reat are members of this church. .Taey (the 
Ohristians and members) paid their ten dollars with much 
rejoicing, and thanked the Lord for the glorious privilege of 
being alli wed to pay his expenses, and one of them had the 
audacity to say it should be made compulsory to every per- 
son to pay to the Lord. But ask one of these same Chris- 
tians to contribute one penny to the many poor that hav not 
the wherewith to sustain life, that are known to be in a 
starving condition, ask them to giv one penny, and they will 
thank the Father, worship the Son, bless the Ghost (the Ohris- 
tian three-card montes) and tell you they don’t hav to. 
Such is Christianity. To him that hath the tin will we giv in 
abundance ; he that hath not can go to the devil. 

Had this thing of corruption gone to the wall in an honest 
manner, we might hav shed a tear for its misfortune, but as 
it is, we can only assist in the complete overthrow of this | 
low, abject sham of immorality, and bring to his senses this | 
small, diminutive, officious person who is willing to fatten 
himeelf on money extorted from Infidels and unbelievers in 
this manner, OBSERVER,’ 


FARLEY, IOWA. 

EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Inclosed please 
find $15 85. I havthe promise of more subscribers soon. 
Ï shall do all L can to increase the circulation of Liberal 
literature. My experience is that reading will do far more 
to free the mind from the fables of the past than all the 
talking that can be done, I wish that wherever there are 
a half-dozen Liberals they would form a library association 
and giv five or ten dollars each to a library fund and use it 


i Lonpon, CAN., Jan, 11, 1880. 
Mr. Eprror: In your issue of Dec. 20th I notice the very : 
able criticism by Eligur Wright of Prof. Goldwin Smith's. 
alarm at the evident decay of supernatural religion, in his 
recent remarkable essay inthe A//antic Monthly. Both arti- 
eles are well worthy of perusal by every thinking man aud 
woman, whether Infidel or Christian ; and whatever may; 
be the conclusion as to to the beneficial or injurious re-; 
Bultsof the predicted collapse of; Christianity, the; unpreju-; 
diced reader must admit that the prediction itself is not | 
‘unwarranted by existing facts, ne : 


for the purchase of books and papers. Each could read 
five or ten times as many books as he paid for, which would 
be a great beneüt to thousands of' Liberals, for I tell you we 
are mostly poor people who work for our bread. Tne Rad- 
icals are generally poor. The Conservatives are generally 
those who are rich and well-fixed. Again, if these books 
were allowed to circulate, free to all who would read, Free- 
thinkers and Liberals would be more plenty, in a very 
short time. Jn order to get this move started some pub- 
lishing house must offer such inducements to these people 
as Will them into an association or organization, I believe 


It is not denied’ by all sensible people, whether ignorant 
or learned, in the church, that the recent damaging arrest 
of D. M. Bennett, the damaging mock-trial, the damaging 
conviction, the damaging incarcerution, the most dam-: 
aging refusal of the President to extend a pardon to Ben- 
nett for such & venial offense, has damaged the interests and 
future welfare of the church beyond a:l computation ; and 
theleading and most active participants in that damaging 
farce groan and sigh, and weep and mourn, over the heart- 
rending desolations all about the chureh, which will never 
be repaired, even after they hav been sleeping in the dust 
for ages upon ages. No mortal man will ever ba able ta 
compute, in dollars and cents, how much Bennetts unchris. 
tian trial and his heathenish incarceration hav cost aad wilh 
for the future cost the Cariciian church. Bennett's trial, 
incarceration, and recent un warranted attacks by the !eaders 
of the church upon the good order, the harmony, the comfort 
and domestic happiness, and commercial usefulness of law- 
abiding, peace-loving, and strife-hating citizens of this, 
nominally, Cüristian commonwealth, together with the 
damaging influences incident to the many recent disgrace- 
ful, and revengeful ecclesiastical quarrels, hav already, cont 
the church thousands of honest, faithful, and intelligent, 
supporters ; and it is acknowledged by all—yes, all—the 
greatest leaders of the ecclesiastical fraternity that if the 
falling off in numbers should continue for tea successive 
years according to the ratio of the last two years, the 
Christian churches will be represented by barely numbera 
of sufficient magnitude to maintain their respective organ- 
izations. One of the leading divines of Brooklyn recently 
rendered his official report to the Presbytery, in which he 
wails and howls over the lamentable falung off from 53,000 
to 70,000 during one single year ! 

Let that 20,000 of ''slide-backers" be called up and re- 
quired to render a reason why they hav thus apostatized in 
such a damaging manner to the churches they were pledged 
to love and cherish, and the reply, to à man (or woman), 
wil be; ‘‘ We hav become heartsick, disgusted, tired, 
grieved, provoked, and angered at the uuchristian and un- 
warranted course pursued by nominal Christian authori- 
ties.” Sensible people perceive ia the relentless disposition 
and hostile animosities of the leaders of thechurches at the 
present day, the same spirit of cruel persecution that 
applied the thumbscrews, the torturing rack, the blazing 
fagote, the red-hot gridirons, and other instruments of hell. 
ish torture, to innocent victims because they refused to 
obey the unjust behests of higcted and deceitful priests 
during the prevalence of the ancient historic persecution. 
Yet these kigoted, obstinate, revengeful, illibera!, and 
blind leaders of a blinder priesthood and a still more blind 
people, will persist in ‘‘ going it blindly” with blind impet- 
uosity, at any and all costs of money and numbers of gup. 
porters, so long as they can maintain their supremacy and 
wreak their damaging and relentless vengeance on some 
innocent and inoffensive citizen who dares to cherish a sim- 
gie thought that does not coincide with the creed of an 
overbearing priesthood. Again, I repeat that the dam- 
aging incarceration of friend Bennett (because he dared ta 
cherish an opinion that did not coincide with the priestly 
creed), has cost and will cost more damage than all the 
praying and preaching, Bible-reading and missionary work, 
Can repair during half a century, 


t D] t 
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A Universal Psalm. 


BY ANNIE D'¥RIESE, 
The glorious sun of Reason is rising elear and 
bright, 
The mist of superstition dispelling with its 
light; 
The dark and gloomy curtain of creed wa tear 
away— 
How lovely is the landscape, how perfect looks 
the day! 
Our world among the millions that glide in 
ether space, 
Guided by Law, with progress keeps steady on- 
Ward pace, 
Tis not “a house of mourning." nor “valley of 
dry bones,” 
But’tis a world of beauty which loving Nature 
owns. . 
Praise, then, great mother Nature! who Buckles 
man and beast, ; 
Sing all ye lands, in her embrace, South, North, 
the West, and East! 
Bing to the golden glory of day's great god and 
king, 
Sing to the royal queen of night, and make the 
welkin ring! 
Sing to the stars. that strewest the sky with 
golden flowers, 
Bing to the winds and waters, and this fair 
earth of ours, 
Sing to the evening’s splendor of crimson and 
of gold, 
To purple twilight tender, black night. dawn, 
grey and cold. 
Sing to the hills that lifteth their immemorial 
Growbs, 
And to the storm-clouds hanging above with 
threat'ning frowns, 
ing to the glens, and valleys, and to their 
grassy meads. 
Sing to the little brooklets, and to their bending 
reeds. 
Sing to the bright-winged dragon-fly, that darts 
athwart the stream, y 
Bing to the shining mote, that swims a gem in 
the sunbeam, 
Sing to the trees, whose shadows stretch grate- 
ful to the kine, 
Sing to the wayside hedges, wild rose, and eg- 


lantine, ` 

Bing to the turf, that springeth soft to the weary 
foot, 

Sing to the moss, that clingeth about the old 
oak’s root, i 

Sing to the soil, the witness that testifies of 
time, . 

ing to the rock, that standeth a monument sub- 

lime, 

Sing to the summer Solstice, to spring’s sweet 
new desire. 

To winter's purifying frost, and to the cleans- 
ing fire, . 

Bing to thefruitful autumn, fair queen of all the 
yea ` 


r, 

Sing to that Law, that whirls our world and 
rounds our smallest tear, 

Bing to the minds of Science, who do this Law 
rehearse, 

Bing, sing, to Man! the sovereign of all the uni- 
versel 


A RARE CHANCE! 
‘THE COMMONER, 


The most Radical, Anti- Ring, Anti-Clique, 
Anti-Monopolistic Graenback-Labor 
Paper in the world. Pub- 
lished weekly $1.50 

per year. ` 


BLAND'S 


Life of Gen. B. F. Butler, 


One of 


The most readable books ever written. Over 
200 pages; price, 50 cents. 

We send the " Life of Butler ” and the " Oom- 
moner” three months.to any address, for 50 
cents. Address, MOSES HULL & 00., 

ats 46 School St.. Boson, Mass, 


J. WM. VAN NAME, M.D., 


PHYSICIAN AND PSYCHOMETRIST, 
Pembroke, Genesee County, N. Y. 


Examinations made from lock of hair. $1.00; 
state fullname and age. Psycometrie reading 
of character, $1.00, ix questlons answered, 
$100. Magnetized remedies for all diseases. 
Wil) answer calis to lecture before temperance 
societies, Liberal Leagues, Spiritualist soci. 
eties, and attend conventions, funerals, eto., 
within reasonable distance of home, on moder- 
ate terms. 4t9 


THE ROOT OF THE MATTER. 
SAMSON : 


A Mvth-Storv of the Sun. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ac- 
cording to the Holy Men 


of Old. 


The author of these works finds the Bible 


largély mythical in Its character. He presents 
us à number of copies to be disposed of in the 
interest of THE TRUTH SEEKER. All who pur- 
chase Will therefore aid THE TBUTH SEEKER to 
the amount of their purchase, or add to the 

ennett fund as they may choose. 

Bamson, 20 cents; Gospel of the Kingdom, 2 
vois.. each. 80 cents. 


Great Co-operative Colony. 
NOW FORMING IN NEW YORK, 


Send 20 cents for pamphiet and Constitution to 


H. E, SHARPE, 


pid 207% East oth street, N. Y. 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician. and the most successful, as his 

ractice will prove. 

Cures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 
Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer p and 
other causes, producing some of the fol- 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
of Sight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Koeiety of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, ete, ote.. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured Dy an External Application, which is the 
Doctor’s latest and greatest medical discovery. 
and which he has 80 fər prescribed for this 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums. many ha 
Falling Sickness—Fits; others upon the verge 
of Consumption; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 

Syphilis positively eured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. onorrhosa, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cures. All diseases of 
Women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhea, 
etc., treated with equal success. : 

It is self-evident that a physician who, like 
Dr. K. P. Fellows, pays special attention to a 
certain class of diseases, and treating thou- 
sands annually, acquires great skill. Physi. 
cians knowing this tact recommend persons to 
his care. Consultations personally or by letter 
free and invited. Oharges reasonable and cor- 
respondence strictly confidential. 


HIS PRIVATE CIRCULAR 


Sent to any address, giving full information in 
regard to his External Application, and con- 
taining cures sworn to before a magistrate, 
which is positive and convincing testimony to 
the Doctor’s great skill. Inolose two three-cent 
stamps and address as above. 

Eumina DRAKE SFENEER writes: " Mr. Slenker 
has been under his (Dr. Fellow’s) care for some 
months; is being treated by him for puo 
deafness and chronic catarrh, both of which in- 
firmities seem gradually yielding to the doc- 
tor’s remedies. There is no warmer friend to 
progress and mental freedom among all the 
readers of our beloved TRUTH SEEKER than 
good Dr. Fellows. and if you are afflicted with 
any of the thousand ilis that flesh is heir to, I 
hope you will oneand all givour Liberal friend 
an opportunity to make you well again—to 
render the physical casket a fit receptacle for 
the jewel of the mind, which is THE ALL that 
makes us what we are and renders us worthy of 
the love, admiration. and respect of our kind.” 


Freethinkers Badge Pin. 
e 


The cut shows the design and 
size of the but not its 
à beauty. The whole badge is in- 
tended to signify symbolically 
that the “ world moves.” and thai 
“universal mental liberty” is 
being spread over the world by 
the “ leaves of learning." Badges 
made or heavy gold plate; price of single badge, 
package registered and postage paid, $1.25. 
Club of one dozen or more, ordered to one ad- 
dress, package registered and postage paid 
$1.10 each. Remit by P.O. order or registered 
letter. For fractional parts of a dollar, postage 
stamps of the denomination of one, three, and 
ton centa taken. Orders alea in the order of 
their application. Badges to be had only from 
LUCY E OHURCHILL, 
est Richfield. Summit Oo., Ohio. 


BSALAMANOCA, N, Y., Dec. 23. 1878. 
Miss CHURCHILL: I am much pleased with 
your “Freethinkers’ Badge Pin.” It is a splen- 
did design, and every Freethinker and member 
of the Liberal League should hav one and wear 
itto be seen of men,” and women too, and 
thus' let their light shine." Send me one as 

Boon as they are completed, H. L. GREEN. 


NEWBURYPORT, MASS., May 19, 1879. 

My Drar Mapam: Your idea of an external 
and visible sign tor the friends of mental lib- 
erty,to exhibit to one another on their persons, 
seems to me very good. In union there is 
strength. In union there is also conscious 
strength, i. e., courage. A quiet, pretty badge, 
such a8 you propose, can certainly do no harm. 
I should like to wear one. But it must be pleas- 
ing; for part of our mission is to promote 
beauty everywhere and inall things. To make 
the world beautiful, and the human life in it 
beautiful, are the vast results of liberty. We 
must do nothing ugly. think nothing ugly, feel 
nothing wl. wear nothing ug 

ery truly yours, 


badge, 


the patentee. 
W 


A 
AMEB PARTON. 


Third Annual Congress 


OF THE 


National Liberal League |; 


HELD AT 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 
September 13 and 14, 1879. 


Contains Speeches made and Letters read, 
also list of Liberal Leagues, Officers for 1879-80, 
Work of the Convention, Qonstitution of the 
League, Howto form Auxiliaries, Reports of 
Officers. etc. 

Price, 25 cents; five for a dollar, 

D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth Street, New York city. 


JUST ISSUED. 
A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 
Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 


shows how Ohronie Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice. It con- 


| tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 


all the ehronic ills to which the human family 

ig subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 

Bent b (man toany one sandine their address 

and a three-cent sta ay cost of mailing. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING OO. 

199 East 38th Street, N. X. 


VOLUME VI. 


The Truth Seeker 


FOR 1879. 
NOW READY. 


$12.00 Worth of Liberal Reading 
for $4.50. Containing 836 
Large Pages. A Full 


RECORD OF LIBERALISM FOR 
A YEAR, 


Has more Liberal reading matter 
than a half dozen ordinary $2 books. 
Lectures, Essays, Scientific Articles, 
Liberal News and Notes, Proceedings 
of Liberal Conventions during the 
year. Also 


THE TRIAL OF D.M. BENNETT 


Full account of the Arrest, Con- 
viction, and Sentence. 


Articles and Lectures by Ben- 
nett, Ingersoll, Putnam, Bell, 
Jamieson, Underwood, Leland, 
Mrs. Slenker, Bradford, Green, 
Parton, Andrews, Wakeman, 
Palmer, Chapman, and hosts of 
other clear-headed, able Liberals. 


Sent Post-paid, in Cloth, for $4.50. 
Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth street, N. Y. 


Revelations of Antichrist 
CONCERNING 
Christ and Christianity. 


This volume gives us mountains of evidence 
that the Ohrist of the Bible was never born, 
never crucified, never died. . . It contains 
mure deep researches into the far back pages 
of antiquity than any volume I ever read. 

ANTICHRIST proves from history that James 
Kevha (Cephas, alias Peter), and Paul, ali lived 
before the Christian era, and so did Jesus 
Ohrist—indeed, many Obrists and many by the 
name of Jesus, . . In my precious collection 
of Liberal works I hav placed this Jast valuable 
acquisition first and foremost of all.” 

ELMINA D. SLENKER. 

The book contains 446 pages. with a very full 
Index and table of contents. Price. $200. 


LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


Thomas Paine. F. E, Abbot, 
Paine's Bust. rothingham 
Paine’s Monument. Wendell Phillips. 
Voltaire. Emerson, 
Rousseau, Garrison, 
Humboldt, Henry Bergh, 
Goethe, Peter Cooper, 
Schiller, D. R. Burt, - 
Aug. Comte. 8. P. Andrews, 
Heine Walt Whitman, 
Alex. Pope, Froude, 
John Milton. Max Muller, 
Goldsmith, Warren Chase. 
Shelley, Jas. Parton, 
Byron. Wm. Denton. 
Burns, Dr. Slade, 
Washington, .J. Davis, 
Franklin, oster, 
Jefferson. J. M. Peebles, 
John Adams, Frances Wright, 
J.Q. Adams. E. V. Wilson, 
Madison, G. L. Henderson, 
Jackson. Prof, Fiske. 
Lineoln, Fred Douglas, 
Lincoln’s Monument, N, P. Banks, 
Gerrit Smith P. V, Nasby. 
Henry Q. Wright, Beecher, 
J. B. Mill, Tilton, 
Sumner. Moulton. 
Edgar A. Poe, . W. Ourtis, 
Greeley, . Th. Nast, 
Castellar, J. G. Bennett, 
Tennyson, Ohas. A. Dana, 
Darwin . Phoebe Carey, 
Tyndall, Alice Carey. 
H. Spencer, Piizabeth o. Stanton , 
Huxley, Susan B. Anthony. 
Proctor, Huey [^ 
raper, ulia Ward Howe, 
Bradlaugh, Ohas. Cheney, id 
Holyoake, Paulina Davis, 
Ingerso Mary F, Davis, 
Underwood. Emma H, Dritten 
endum, Lizzie Fowler, 
Seaver, Mrs. Slenker 
L. Colby, Busan H. Wixon. 
Dr. Har D. M. Benne 
Judge J. W. Edwards. W. B. Bell. 
Lizzie Doten. J. 0. Bundy, 
Mrs. J. Conant, BR. B. Jones. 
Dr. Mary E. Walker Asa K, Butts, 
(full figure).. iW. F. Jamieson, 


Geo, Francis Train. 


and hundreds of others, including generals, 
statesmen, poets, actors, actresses, etc. at 10 
cents each singly, or eleven for one dollar. 
Neat Albums, by mail. to hold 30 photos., 
60 cts., to hold 50. 83. 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth Bt. New York. 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LECITIMATE FRUITS OF : 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON, 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH S£EEER. It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the elearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 

Price 10 cents, D. M. EENEETS. X 
14 Eighth Street, N. Y. City. 


THE MARTYRDOM OF MAN, 


A Compendium of Universal History 


BY WINWOOD READE. 
| SECOND EDITION. 


Large clear type, toned psper, broad mar- 
gins, extra cloth, 12mo, 548 pp., $2.00. 


Mr. Reade’s historica! survey of the world of. 
nature and man, marvelous as it is, in its mul- 
titude of details, in its comprehensive ‘sweep. 
in its terse, splendid paragraphs, in its evi- 
dence of wide and careful reading, and its gene 
eral accuracy, gives the impression of a reading 
as immense as that of Hume. Gibbon, or of . 
Buckle. 


ExTBRAOT.— The good in this world predom- 
inates over the bad;.the good is ever inareas- 
ing, the bad is ever diminishing, But,if God is 
ove. why is there any bad at all? Is the world 
like a novel, in which the villains are put in to 
make it more dramatic, and in which virtue 
only triumphs in the third volume? It is cer- 
tain that the feelings of the created hav in no 
way been considered. If, indeed, there were & 
judgment-day, it would be for man to appear at 
the bar, not as a criminal, but as an accuser, 
What has he done that he should be subjected to 
& life of torture and temptation? God might 
hav made us all happy, and he has made us 
miserable. Is that benevolence? God might 
hav made us all pure, and he has made us all 
Sinful. Is that the perfection of morality? If 
I believed in this man-created God, in this 
divine Nebuchadnezzar, I would say, You can 
make me livin your world, O Creator, but you 
cannot make me admire it; you ean load me 
with chains, but you cannot make me flatter 
you; you can send me to hell-fire, hut you can- 
not obtain my esteem. And if you condemn me, 
you condemn yourself. If I hav committed 
Bins, you invented them, whieh i8 worse. Ifthe 
watch you hav made does not go well, whose 
faultisthat? Is it rational to daman the wheels . 
and the springs ? 


AUTHOBITIES.—On Egypt, Wilkinson, Rawlin- 
son's Herodotus, Bunsen; Ethiopia or Ab- 
yssinia, Bruce, Baker, Lepsius; Oarthage. Hee- 
ren’s African Nations, Niebuhr, Mommsen; 
East Africa, Vincent’s Periplus, Gulliain, 
Hakluyt Society’s Publications; Moslem Af- 
rica (Central), Park, Caille, Denham and Olap- 
perton, Lander, Barth, Ibn Batuta, Leo Afri- 
canus; Guinea and South Africa, Azurara 
Barros, Major, Hakluyt Purchas. Livingstone . 


Assyria, Sir H. Rawlinson, Layard; India, 
Max Muller, Webber; Persia, Heereus’ Asiatic 
Nations; Cəntral Asta, Burnes, Wolff. Vambery ; 
Arabis, Niebuhr. Oaussin de Perceval, Sprenger, 
Deutsch, Muir, Burckhardt, Burton, Palgrave: 
Palestine, Dean Stanley, Renan, Dollinger. Spi- 
noza, Robinson, Neander. 


Greece. Grote. O. Meller, Curtius, Heerens, 
Lewes, Taine. About, Becker’s Charicles; Rome, 
Gibbon. Macaulay, Becker’s Gallus; Dark Ages, 
Hallam, Guizot. Robertson, Prescott. Irving; 
Philosophy of History, Herder, Buckle, Comte, 
Locky, Mill, Draper; Seieuce, Darwin, Lyell, 
Herbert Spencer, Huxley, Tyndall, Vestiges of 
Creation, Wallace, Tylor, Lubbock. 


It is really a remarkable book, in which uni+ 
versal history is  botied down" with surprising 
skill."—Literary World. 


You turn over his pages with & fascination 
similar to that experienced in reading Wash- 
ington Irving.—JZnter- Océan, 


His history has a continuity a rush, & Carry- 
ing power, which reminds us strikingly of Gib- 
bon.— New Haven Palladivm. 


The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has a style that reminds us of Macau- 
lay,— Penn Monthly, 


We could ecarcely hav supposed It possible for 
any writer, however gifted, to put into one vol- 
ume, reasonable in sizs and price. so much reli- 
able information, sound logic, and inspiring 
thought.—Literary Review. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of ‘ The Iliad of the East," ‘ Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.50. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Paill Mall Gazette. 


Power, eloquence, and originality character- 
ize `“ Nathaniel Vaughan " to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels.—Zilustrated Lon- 
don News. 


An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such ag 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition. 
with & sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas.— Westminster Review. 


D. M. BENNETT, Publisher. 141 Eighth Bt. N.Y.. 


ANDREW STONE, M.D., 


Physician for the Last Twenty-three 
ears to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
gtenic Institute, Founder of the 

New Magnetic College, and 
Author of ‘The New 
Gospel of Health," 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmonary 
nsumption, Asthma, arr agitis. Bronchitis, 
iphtheria, Catarrh, and all diseases of the air 
passages, by inhalation of Ais system of cold or 
cool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach from being 
perverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 
een the practice of antiquated systems, 


By this WONDERFULLY PERFECTED sys- | į 


tem, patients are successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
outthe necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
press, with very ample directions for use, and 
-with continued correspondence kept up—based 
in the first place, upon a searching DIAGNOSIS 
of each case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning’s urine (urinary Sangwinis), showing 
the condition of the blood, or parchometrio ex- 
amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 
both, as may be deemed essential, where per- 
sonal | presence is not had. 

FEES.—For the first month, $15, inoludin, 
analysis and diagnosis; or $85 for a course o 
three months’ treatment, securing inhaler, with 
whichever one of the following inhalin, 
is found to, be needed, viz, The Balm, The 
Tonic, The Expectorant, The Anti-Asthmatio, 
The Anti-Hemorrhagio, The Anti-Beptie, The 
Magnetic Blood. With effectual reme- 
dies for Cough, for Night Sweats; Vital Tonics 

netic Embrocations and Plasters for relie? 
of Pain and Soreness. and every medicament, 
magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to each 
patient. Thousands of patients are thus an- 
nually successfully treated at their own homes 
that are not personally attended, because, un- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
stantly deputed in each case. bringing about 
Wonderful visible effects. 

Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Urinology, in Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 


gressive physicians that cannot conveniently | 


personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 


The art of healing taught in this College com- 
bines the science of Animal and Vital net: 


ism, Medicated Electricity, Equalizing an 
usting the Positive and egative Forces, Dit- 
using into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 
System Vital Force by Impartation and Indue- 
tion of Psychic Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers. 

The vitalizing magnetic power of healing by 
Run aud Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
of effete matter by cutaneous secretion. The 
doctrine taught at this Oollsge is emphatically 

construct, to build uD, to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 

Analysis and full report of case made for $5, 
independent, of any treatment. Packages 
transmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 
lion, and stamps for return answers must be 
inelosed in all cases, or no reply will be made. 


Address, ANDREW Stonz, M. D., Con- 
sulting and Attending Physician, Bowery 
Place, Ida Hill, Troy, N. 17 

. per day at home, Samples 

19 10930 ool e ree RR 


BOGs8 athe tree, Address ADDS & 
CO. Portugnd, Maine. — 1y2 — 


OO., Portland. Maine 


A WEEK. $12 a day at home easily made. 
$20. free, Address TRUE & Oo., Augusta, 
ne. 


What Is the Bible? 


BY. J. T. SUNDERLAND. 


He holds that so-called sacred books are nat- 
ural products of the human mind, and givs an 
outline of the origin and growth of the various 
bibles of the world, drawing analogies between 
the historical development of the ewish Bible 
and other great sacred books, and demonstrat- 
ing religion to bealarger and richer thing than 
Jew, Christian, or Pagan has understood. The 
second chapter is devoted to the Bible, its ori- 
gin, gro the men who wrote it, when they 

. wrote it, and why; the third shows the difficul- 
ties jn the way of the theory of infallibility of 
the Bible, and their serious increase with the 
growth of scholarship and science; the fourth 
treats of its inspiration and revelation, consid- 

oring dts claims as a classic and as the parent 
of Monotheism. It is a very broad and catholic 
work, answering the questions which naturally 
arise in connection with religion, and negating 
the assumption of an infallible word of God. 
Price, $1.00. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 
141 Eighth st.. Naw York. 


THE BIBLE OF MOHAMMED, 
(THE KORAN.) 


Translated by George Sale. 


Containing Notes, Preliminary Discourse, 
and index, 2 


Complete edition in fine English cloth bind- 


ing. om large ime pages, at, ARI low 
incid 141 Eighth St., Now York. 
FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 
DR. FOO021ES HEALTH MONTHLY 


For one year and for the AMERICAN ILLUSTRAT- 
ED PaoNouNCING PooxgT DIOTIONARY, con- 
taining 30,000 words, 


ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE'S 


HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year and for a large center-table book 
containing the Complete Works of Shakspere |! 
Do not forget to send 25 cents to $97 Dostage or 
85 cents if you want it registered. Address 


URBAY HILL PUBLISHING CO., 
EA EC E. 28th st., New York city. 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
Davs in Athens. 


Being the Translation of a Greek Mss, dis- 
covered in Herculaneum. 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Containing a copy of the head of Epicurus, 1 
Price 15 cents, For salo by 


317 E, 14th treet, Rew York. 


‘tion. by mail, p 
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——— ÀÀÀÀÉÓÁÓÁÓ UUU 
Fo SUS foe ag, aT ee DECIMUM Á 


CHRONIC DISEASES. 


Embraeing those of the Blood rv 
Diseases of Men, the Dinas rg eae | 


to then oas Plainly treated Dod focal joading 
fo them ar. ainest o 
books, PLAIN HOME TALK, EMBRAOLNG 


COMMON SENSE —neariy 1. 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E. B. FOOTE, 
of 120 Lexington Ave. New York, to whom all 
etters from the sick should be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19, 1878, Mr. Bennett’s 
TRUTH SEEKER thus sveaks of DR. FOOTE and 
is medical publications: “ We know him (Dr. 
oote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives and 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ng and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medicai works Dosgess the highest value, 
and nav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons waia he 
a PAPAE TN HOME TALK 
urchasers o A are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE, rino of the pew E opular Bai: 
ostage prepaid, only $1.50. n- 
tents table free. AGENTS WANTED. 
MURBAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
129 East 28th Street. New York. 


.JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


— 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
Pre Containing 276 pages, 12mo. Price, 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the Pentateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 

hlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 

neorreet, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
ks facts and logic, inimitable in its style, and 
lled with wit, satire, eloquence, anu pathos, 


Busts of R, G. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50. - 

Small Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
Shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Barony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or large size . . 6.  . 40 conte 
Photo or card size e. e s 5. 207 
Life-size Lithograph, 21x37 . . . & " 


taea Paid 
Postage pald. P W BENNETT. 


141 EIGHTH 8T.. NEW YORK, 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION, 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures.” 


Conrents.—"The Gods," “Humboldt,” “Thos. 
Paine,” “Individuality,” " Heretics and Her- 
esies.” Price, 50 cents. 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures." 


CowrENTS.—' The Ghosts,” " Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Child,” " Declaration of Independ- 
ence,” " Farming in Illinois," “Speech at Cin- 
cinnati,” "' The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream.” Price 50 cents. 

Both volumes bound, in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoli, by Sarony, the 
colabratod artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 


Imperial, or large 826. . . .- -..... 40 cents, 
Photo, or card sige. .. .. eseese.. 20 cents. 
Life-size lithograph, 21x21. -.... 50 cents. 


Postage pald. . : 
Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t., New York. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 


A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after & pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Champagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and lett as his 
" Last Will and Testament” to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled " Gom- 


n Sense.” 

mis is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses, The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


of the honest pastor, Jean 
Maier "lr ho most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the, last 
century produced, Thomas Paine’s "Age 
of Reason "is mere milk and Water to it, and 
Yoitaire's “Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. x pa bav done l virtuous 

n 

and humane act Dia poor go we 


Pricg s P OENNETT, 14 Eighth Bh, N. X. 


? FROM 


‘BEHIND THE BARS, 


A SERIES OF LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 


D. M. BENNETT 


WHILE IN PRISON IN 


LUDLOW-STREET JAIL. 


SHOWING THE 


Injustice of his Mock Trial and 
the Meanness of his Perse- 
eutors, with Reports ofa 
Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
Europe and in 
this Country. 


ALSO GIVING A 


Succinct Account of the 
Thousands of Christian Perse- 
eutions that hav Taken Place in 
the Centuries Gone, The Cruelties 
which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
which is added some of 


MR. BENNETT'S 
LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 


PENITENTIARY, 


650 pp., 12mo, with steel plate engraving 
of the author. Price, $1.50. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book ! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 


The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
eal Gun. 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. PeRRy's “ Six- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
&nd twenty-four errora are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Oineinnati Gazette, is one of the most learn 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars.ot the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isa review ot Kersey Graves’ ” Sixteen 
Orucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity andthe Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav metand answered 
and thoroughly demolished ail of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his * Ecclesiastical Court," in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in thelr eross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
Belvee, Dut condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act.as witnesses in 
the case. his teature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn '' state's evi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves, 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous enec- 
dotes illuetrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, ' A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on orthos 
doxy, which leaves not a, grease spot of either. 
In the two works will be feund the ablest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For saleby D., M. BENNETT. 


LOVE AND TRANSITION; 
AN EPIO AND ARGUMENT, 
190 Pages well bound, * Ju 


wWONMANS WAY OUT: 
. l0cents. 


$1.00. 


Thirty-five Essays on Dress . 


—— 


PROGRESS vs. FASHION: 


Ful Essay on Dress,10 cts., Post paid, from 
this office. 


Six Lectures on Astronomy. 


. By Pror. RICHARD A. PROOTOR. 


f them were delivered at Stein way Hall, 

an o. in the winter of 1875-6, and were re 

orted phonogral bically expressly for THE 

‘RUTH Saami by Miss M. 8. Gontcharoff. This 

is the most popular course of Lectures ever de- 

livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents, 


The titles of the Lectures are: 
Growth of Worlds 
d Death of Worlds. 
bioa Worlds than Ours. 


er Suns than Ours. 
Tis Great Mysteries of the Universe, 
Religi 


on and Astronomy. 


D. M. BENNETT. 141 Mlahtb st, REX 


BexEB 
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EPITOME 


OF THE 


Positive Philosophy 
AND . 
RELICION 3 HUMANITY. 


THIRD EDITION, with CHART and INTRO- 
DUCTION. By T. B. WAKEMAN, Esq. 
Justout. Price, 25 cents. 


THE 

CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OB THE 

Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY, OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY .and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Just out. By . 
COURTLANDT PALMER, 


Price, 25 cents. 


The Bible of To-day. 


By JOHN W. CHADWICK, minister of 
the econd Unitarian Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

his is undoubtedly one of the most valuable 
and truthful works that has ever been written 
on the Bible, and is the frst book in the English 
language that gives an accurate account of. age, 
origin, and character of the various books com- 
posing the Jewish Scriptures. The work is 
candid, learned, and eminently free from preju- 


Hanson, Dr, 
Dean Stanley, Jowatt, 


qu 
aud others. It is such a digest of ali the reliable 
authorities on the Bible as can no where else 

e found. 

Every person who wishes to know the whole 
truth about the old Jewish Scriptures should 
send for this volume. Prica. $1.60. 

D. M. BENNETT, 141 sth S'., N. Y. 


KNOW THYSELF! 


physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Assoclation. It contains baauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which 1s worth 
ten times the price ofthebook, Bound in French 
cloth : price only $1, sant by mail post-paid. 
The London Lancet says: ` No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 
An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 gents for digi tae b 
e author refers 
FISHER, President; W. . P. INGRAHAM. vilo. 
Presidant; W. PAINE, M.D.; O. 8. GAUNTT, 
M.D. ; H. J, DOUCET, M.D. ; È. H, KLINE, M.D.: 
HOLCOM”, M.D.; N.R LYNOH, M.D. ; an 


pum to JOS. 8. 


also the faculty of the American Univarsi'y_o 
Address Dr. W. H. PAR 
HEAL 
may be consulted on all di 
BIBLE OF BIBLES: 
OR 
CONTAINING 


M. R. O'CONNELL, M.D.. faculty of the Phila- 
Philadelphia; algo Hon. P. A. BISSELL, M.D., 
. FAR- 

KER, No. 4 Bulfinch street, 
fe snd ox- 
re ngs. and ex- 
porien THYSELF 
TWENTY-SEVEN 
ALSO A DELINEATION OF THE OHABAO- 


delpbia University of Medicine and Surgery; 
President of tha Natlonul Medieat Association, 
Boston, Mass. Tbe author 
THE 
‘DIVINE REVELATIONS,’ 
TER OF THE 


Principal Personages of the 


CHRISTIAN BIBLE, 


D AN 
Examination of their Doctrines. 


BY KERSEY GRAVES, 


Author ot “The World's Six- 
teen Crucified Saviors,” an 
“Biography of Satan.” 


The ground 
in the course of this new work is simply as- 
tounding, and the literary labor performed is 
worthy of receiving the approximate re- 
ward of an extensive reading at the hands of 
the public. In the sixty-six chapters into 
which the book is divided, almost bvory ques- 
tion of interest which arises in the mind at the 
mention of the word BIBLE considered in 
that straightforward style which has made the 
d of Mr. Graves 80 extensively sought 
a! 


r. 
Cloth, large 12mo., 440 pp. Price, $2.00, 
postage 


D. M. BENNETT, 
14 8th Bta Now York 


one over by Mr, Graves 


169 


Gems of Thought. 


È Vrorous precedents ought not to be followed. 


Honest unbelief will ba a perfume in heaven 
when hypocrisy, no matter however religious i 
may be outwardly, will be a 8tench.—Znger soll. 


A vasT unbottomed. boundless pit, 
Filled fu’ o' burnin’ brimstone, 
Whose raging fiame an’ scorching heat 
Would melt the hardest whinstone. 
—Burns. 


Arr religions are good that make men good ; 
and the way that a person ought to prove tha 
his method of worshiping God is best is for 
himself to be better than all other men.— 
Shellsy. 


'TBEN never murmur or repine; 
Strive in thy humble sphere to shine; 
And, trust m», not Potosi’s mine, 
Nor king’s regard, 
Can giv & bliss o’ermatching thins, 
A rustic bard. —Burns, 


Waen Mrs. Knowles, the Quaker, expressed a 
hope that the sexes would be equal in another 
world, Boswell replied: “ That is too ambitious 
madam. We[i. e..animals of the male gender!) 
might as well desire to be equal with the 
angels,”—Leslie Stephen's "Johnson." 


O wapness! to think use of strongest wines 

And strongest drinks our chief support of 
health, 

When God, with these forbidden made choice to 


use 
His mighty champion, strong above compare, 
When drink was only from the liquid brink. 
— Millon. 
Ir Johnson dwells upon human misery, it is 
because he feels that it is as futile to join with 
the optimist in ignoring as with tho pessimist in 
~ howling over the evil, Weare in a sad world, 
fullof pain, but we havto make the best of it. 
Stubborn patience and hard work are the sole 
remedies. or rather the sole means of tempo- 
rary escape.—Stephen, 


'""Wgrr, my boy, the best augury of & man's 
success in his profession is that he thinks it the 
finest in the world. But I fancy it is so with 
most work when & man goes into it with a will. 
Burritt, the blacksmith, said to me the other 
day that his ‘’prentice had no mind to his trade: 
and yet, sir.’ said Burritt, ‘ what would a young 
fellow hav if he does not like the blacksmith- 
ing?' "—George Eliot. 


But now the Lord's ain trumpet touts, 
Till 8? the hills are roarin’, 
An’ echoes back return the shouts, 
Black Russel ig na sparin. 
His piercing words, like Highland swords, 
Divide the joints and marrow. 
His talk o' heil, where devils dwell, 
Our vera souls " does harrow,” 
Wi’ fright that day.—Burns. 


Art length, after long ages of experience in the 
Social state, the idea of not doing to another 
what he would not hav done to himself became 
seated in the fibers of man’s brain. and was 
transmitted by heredity,so that now the essence 
of all morality and all law may be summed up 
in a precept of eight words, and can be taught 
without express revelation or a burdensome 
priesthood, to wit: ''Be just and kind to all 
sensitive bsings.”—Hon. E. P. Hurlbut. 


FzaA5 is the very essence of superstition, and 
superstition the chain by which the priest se- 
cures the people to himself; hence, in all ages, 
the constant re-echoing of the words, “ Yé can- 
not be saved.” Except ye be under the pope, ye 
cannot be saved; except ye believe the Athana- 
sian creed, ye cannot be saved; except ye be- 
lieve thatthe first sin of the first man utterly 
corrupted human nature, ye cannot be saved; 
except ye believe in predestination and impor- 
tant righteousness, ye cannot be saved—J. Blan- 
co White. 


THERE ig no miracle in the production of life 
Were all life now to be destroyed, organic life 
would just as surely appear On earth again, 
under the same circumstances of heat, light, 
and other materials, as it did before. You can 
dissolve or separate the component parts of 
water or air, and reunite them again. Butter 
can be made from hay or corn by chemical 
means as Well as by these materials passing 
through the secretive organs of a cow. Oaly 
hav the conditions right and the result is sure 
to follow. Life-germs (as germs) do not exist 
till produced by the forces of the parent; but 
lifeis an inherent quality of matter, and has no 
beginning or end. Whether the egg or the 
chicken was first has never been decided, be- 
cause both are developments and neither had a 
perfect existence as a beginning.—Zlmina D. 
Slenker. 


THE predominant culture of modern times 
had its origin, more than eight hundred years 
ago, in the superstition of the middle ages. A 
mystical reverence was attached to the sacred 
number seven, which was supposed to be. a key 
to the order of the universe. That there were 
seven cardinal virtues, seven deadly sins, seven 
sacraments, seven days in the week. seven 
metals. seven planets, and seven apertures in 
a man’s head, was believed to afford sufficient 
reason for making the course of Liberal study 
consist of seven arts and occupy seven years. 
Following another fancy about the reiation of 
three to four, in a certain geometrical figure, 
these s:ven arts were divided into ten groups, 
The first three—Grammar, Logie, and Rhetoric 
—eomprised what was Called the Trivium, and 
the remaining four—Arithmetic,- Geometry, 
Astronomy. aud Music (the latter as a branch of 
Arithmetic)—formed the Quadrivium. This 
scheme has been handed down from age to age, 
and, with but slight changes. still predominates 
in the higher institutions of learning. and still 
powerfully reacts upon the inferior schools,— 
Prof, E, La Youmans, 


The Truth Becker, March 6, 1880. 


D 


dent Madison: 


esson too much soon to forget it.” 


* Tt is proper to take alarm at the first experiment on our liberties. 
duty of citizens, and one of the noblest characteristics of the late Revolution. The free men of America did not 
delay until usurped power had strengthened itself by exercise and entangled the question in precedents. 
all the consequences in the principle, and they avoided the eonsequences by denying the principle. 


imprisonments heretofore imposed undér such laws may be repaid or relieved. 

3. Your Petitioners respectfully represent that their motive in signing this Petition is not sympathy with nor a 
desire to further the evils against. which those laws are ostensibiy directed, and which your Petitioners believe can be. 
otherwise obviated, but from the conviction that those laws on the part of the general government are dangerous in 
themselves, that they have been grievously abused, and that as precedents they plainly fall within warning ‘of Presi- 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
. States in Congress Assembled : 


1. The undersigned citizens of the United States respectfully but earnestly rernonstrate and particu: against any 
further legislation by your Honorable Bodies, in the form of postal laws or otherwise, which shall have the effect to 
abridge the freedom of the press and of speech, and the inviolability of the mails. E 

2. Your petitioners pray that the Postal Laws of the United States may be revised and limited to purely postal 
purposes and brought clearly within the Constitution, and that all attempts to establish a censorship and espionage 
over the mails based upon the sentiments and meaning of the matter mailed may be abandoned, and that all fines and 


We hold this prudent jealousy to be the first 


They saw 
We revere this 


Your petitioners therefore earnestly submit that those laws should be repenled or limited to strictly postal 
purposes, and that the criminal or other objects of government sought to be attained by them should be attained by 
the ordinary course of governmental administration. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, etc., etc. 


A Few Words About! 
the Devil, | 


And Other Biographical Sketche s! 
and Essays, | 
BY CHARLES BRADLAUGH. | 


Second edition, with Portrait and Autobiog- 
raphy. Extra cloth, gold back and 
side stamp, 12mo, 260 pp., | | 
price, $1.50. 


Displays much learning and research.—The 
Democrat, 


Í 

i 

In fine, there is much that is noble about him. ' 
—The Advance. i 
His position is defined and defended in a} 

4 
i 
Li 


svirit of reverence for the truth.—Chicago Eve. 
Journal. 


In a handsome volume before us Chas, Brad- { 
laugh has “A Few Words” to say" About the : 
Devil.” Mr. Bradlaugh has a rightto his " few : 
words." and the devil will, we presume, at no ; 
distant day, hav a “few words” to say to Mr. | — 
Bradlaugh, and will doubtless get the best of 
the argument.— Chicago Interior. ; H 


We should insist, were we in any way con-! 
nected with the government of theological! 
sehools, on their perusal of this Work by the 
youth fitting under our charge for the duties 
and the responsibilities of the pulpit. They 
Will find Mr. Bradlaugh no common man, and 
they wili be introduced by him to persons and 
thoughts which cannot fail to be of vse in their 
professional studies.—New Haven Palladium. 


Issues of the Age. 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
XN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 


Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 
price, $1.00. 


Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was atone time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.~ Tacitus, 


An admirably written, scholarly volume.—W. 
Y. Graphic. 


He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
thorough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced,—Jewish Times. 


The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance oftheir thought. He has excel- 
lent tendencies. elevated tastes. and sound as- 
pirationse.—W. Y. Tribune. 2 


SOCIALISM. 


A BEPLY TO 
ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D. D. 
BY AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST. 
12mo, 67pp., 25 cts. ; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
ceives a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall. It is against his 
passiveness that “Socialist” cries out. Isthere 
no heip forthe miserable? he asks. The doc- 
trine that government should merely “protect” 


| also. While he does not believe that “ 


| he attacks. and insists that it should “assist” 
property 
is robbery,” or wholly subscribe to " the world 
owes me a living,” he affirms “the world owes 
meachance to make a living.”—W..Y, Herald. 


ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE: 


Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural Address 
and the famous articles of 

Prof. Tyndall ana Sir Henry Thompson 
ss ON PRAYER. 

With Portrait and Biographical Sketch of 

` Prof. Tyndall. And opinions of his ser- 
vices by the eminent scientist,’ Prof. 

H. HELMHOLTZ. 


Paper, 12mo, 105pp., 25 cts.; cloth, heavy, 
tinted paper, 50 cts, Inaugural and por- 
trait only, 12mo, paper, 69pp., 10 cts. 


Prof, Tyndall has inaugurated a new era in 
scientific development, and has drawn the 
sword in a battle whose clash of arms will 
; presently resound through the civilized world. 

. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 


Prof. Tyndall Crosses the Rubicon.—It is the 
t opening &ddress cf the president of the most 
i important convention of scientific men in the 
world. Every line of it breathes thought, 
power, eloquence. It is in mauy respects: one 
of the mosr extraordinary, utterances of our 
time.— XN. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


f BY L. FEUERBACH, 
Author of" The Essence of Christianity," ete. 
"Translated from the German. 


‘Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance. 
Our polities. our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham, 
nered, therefore immoral. 
immorality of our age!— Extract, 


A BUSINESS MAN’S RELIGIOUS; 


AND SOCIAL VIEWS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 206pp. Price $1. 


The author's conception of & possible future | 
life on this earth is really eloquent and beauti- | 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see 
what a philanthropic business man. has to say 
upon the social problem, from a poor man’s 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the book. The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals " Society” in al) its ramifica- 
tions of corruption and inhumanity; his ear- 
nest and manly plea for the social regeneration 
of the lower elasses—will,unless we are much 
mistaken, make the book the best-abused and 
best-liked production of the day by these two 
classes respeotively,— Critical Review. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 
IRON-OLAD SERIES. 


No. 

1. Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh. 
2. Beeular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake. 
7T. Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Muller... 
8. Religion of Inhumanity, F. Harrison... 


6 
10 
20 


9, Relation of Witeheraítto Religion. Ly- 
all... PRA 15 
18, Essay on Miracles. David Hume........ 10 
14. Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh..... 
15. Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 
Charles Bradlaugh.....:...........suu. B 
E16. Why do Men Starve? Charles Brad- — 
TAU huc seco rrt ere n rerhre oie T erre 5 


17. Logis of Life, Deduced from the Prinoci- 
ple of Freethought. G.J, Holyoake.. 10 


3 
* 
H 


The truth-teller is ill-man- f. 
Truthfulness is the [' 


18, A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh. 10 
19. Large or Small Families ? A. Holyoake. 5 
R20. Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 


P 


Wm., Pitt. Austin Holyoake............ 6 
21. Defense of Secular Principles. C. Watts. 5 
22, 18 the Bible Reliable? OC. Watts......... 6 
23, Whe Christian Deity, C. Watts........... 5 
24. Moral Value of the Bible. OC. Wattg..... 6 
26, l'reethought and Modern Progress. O, 
W atta, «versis ex meece o nene need E eed 5 
26. C'hristianity: Its Nature, and Influences 
on Civilization. OC, Watts......-..seeeees 5 
28. T'houghts on Atheism, A. Holyoake,.... 6 
29. L5there a Moral Governor ofthe Uni- 
verse? A. Holyoake,........... sese E 
80. F'hilosophy of£Seeularism. C, Watts... b 
31. Elas Man a Soul? Charles Bradlaugh... 6 
38, Is therea God? Charles Bradlaugb..... 5 
39. Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh..... 6 
40. Poverty; Its Cause and Cure, M.G. H. 10 
42. Science and Bible Antagonistic. O. Watts. 6 
48, Christian Scheme of Redemption. C. 
Watts... occ cocccccccccccccccscccctccccssecs 6 
44. Licgie of Death; or, Why should the 
Atheist Fear to Die. Q. J. Holyoake, 10 
41. Poverty: Its Effects onthe Political Con- 
dition of the People. Charles Brad- 
laugh. .....- nn TE 
MANNA SERIES. 
3. New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh. 6 
:5, 200 Questions Without Answers........... 5 
‘6. Dialogue Between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin................ 10 


T, Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bish- 
ops by a Weak but Zaalous Christian. 10 
8.. Search After Heaven and Holl. A. Hol- 


9,. (New Life of Jonah. Charles Bradlaugh. 6 
10. A Few Words About the Devil. Charles 
Bradlaugh........csccsccccsccccecccscvees 6 
1.4. New Life of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh, 5 
1.2. Daniel the Dreamer. A. Holyoake...... 10 
: 13. Specimen of the Bible: Esther. A. Hol- 
bi PP m 10 
14. Acis of the Apostles: A Farce, A. Hol- 
yoake. asssaweddeedeeqeue ete e ees i Pies s d 10 
35. Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. 
Horyoake.......e.e eee 10 
16. Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 
37. Who was Jesus Christ? Oharles Brad- 
Iaugh..-.....eeeerr Ie. b 
18. Whet Did V BU Teach? Charles Brad- 
laur WM OPORTO E SETET ELA ETTA 5 
19, New Life of "Abraham, Oharles Brad- 
laugh. «MH 5 


` 20. New Life 2f Moses. Charles Bradlaugh. 65 
:21. A Secular l` rayer. A. Holyake. Per doz. 10 
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some three billion dollars’ wo: ;th of untaxe 
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Notes and Clippings.. 


Tus Herald Irish Relief Fund reaches nearly 
three hundred thousand dollars. 


Tux trial of the eleven persons charged with 
attempting to bribe the Pennsylvania Legisla- 
ture has commenced. ' 


DR. SAMUEL HAEN, a deceased member of Ad- 
ler’s Society, has been cremated at LeMoyne's 
erematory, Washington. 


Cowrxx,the convicted child-starver, though in 
prison, is stil] & minister in good standing in 
the Methodist Episcopal church, 


Mg. ANTHONY Comstock Would be a nicer 
sort of man if he dispiayed a little more mod- 
esty of demeanor in the courts of justice.— Star. 


Tus Second Annual National Liberal En- 
eampment will be held at Bismarck Grove, 
Kansas, from September ist to the 7th inclu- 
Rive. 


" O LonD. I haven't asked anything of you for 
fifteen years, and if you'll get me ashoreI won't 
ask anything of you for fifteen more," was the 
sailor’s prayer in a storm. 


CHINAMEN in great numbers are leaving Cal- 
ifornia and coming East, Many of them are 
settling in the various towns alongthe railroad 
and quite a number are reaching this city. 


A HUSBAND whose Wife had joined the ranks 
of the crazy religious enthusiast. Mrs. Girling. 
in the south of England, stormed the camp last 
month, and after a fierce contest of fifty minutes 
carried off the truant vi et armis. 


Mr. JOEN FABNSWORTH, of Fort Scott, who 
represented Kansas on the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Liberal League of America, has re- 
signed. The American Liberal Union has no 
membership now in Kansas, and not much 
anywhere else. * 


THE Irish Oollege of Cardinals has sent £450 
to the popeas Peter's Pence. If the suffering 
Irish are tobe wheedled out of their money by 
a college of cardinals, what is the use of Amer- 
ica sending over two ov three hundred thou- 
gand dollars to relieve them? It could be put 
to better use here. 


HABYARD UNIVERSITY is to found an unsecta- 
rica “divinity” school, which greatly discom- 
poses the Central Baptist, which does not believe 
in giving Baptist money to turn out possible 
Freethinkets- It says: “Genuine Baptists. and 
for that matter we may add genuine Christians 
of every nante, hav but little use for so-called 
unsectarian things. A creedless religion is a 
godless religion.” 


A citizen of Sedan, Kansas. having disap- 
peared from that place, the local paper said it 
is a good riddance, because “he was an enemy 
of honesty, disloyal to his friends, no respecter 
of old age, a traitor to manhood, a slanderer of 
his benefactors, the terror of good men, and a 
fit companion for the fallen angels,” Somehow 
that description reminds us of a Boston editor ; 
put then we do not suppose he ever lived in 
Kansas. 


Tue Daily Witness died of scantiness of 
breath and capital on Saturday, March 6th, 
aged eight years and a few days, It passed 
away in the full faith of an hereafter and the 
eontinued belief that Christian promises go 
much further than Christian fulfülments. The 
good the deceased did at one cent a day can 
never begauged by worldly standards, Enough 
to say, that it was a glory to faith, and a mighty 
bad newspaper.—Zruth, 


‘Tnx town of Sharon, between New Ipswich and 
Peterboro: gh. New Hampshire, with a popula- 
tion of 900 inhabitants, has no church. no tavern, 
no lawyer, doctor, or minister within its bor- 
ders; and what is a natural consequence of ics 
peculiar state of society, there js not a pauper in 
town. The humble schoolhouse diffuses in- 
telligence, and good farms well tilled promote 
prosperity among the inhabitants of this rural 
retreat. 


SosppH Coor stated in one of his lectures that 
“Monevia D. Conway writes from England 
that marriage is flt only for common people.” 
Mr. Conway writes tg the editor of the Inde- 
pendent; * I hav vainly searched the report for 
any explanation of this extraordinary misrep- 
resentation. I beg leaye to say in your gol- 


umns that it would be impossible for the brain 
of man to devise or for pen to write usentiment 
more abhorrent to my ethical and social opin- 
ions than that which Mr. Cook has ascribed to 
me," 


Rev. A. T. Prerson, a Detroit clergyman. who 
recently attacked thestage, saying, among other 
things, that ‘the green-room of the theater is 
often no better than the infamous third circle 
that, in some theaters, opens directly into the 
house of shame,” is sharply taken to task by 
Mr, Stuart Robson, who writes to the Free Press: 
"l challenge Rev. Pierson to name a single 
state prison which numbers among its inmates 
an actor, and I will contribute $100 to the Irish 
famine fund if he can name a single state 
prison that does not hold a preacher.” 


“Tr will interest the friends of phonetic spell- 
ing,” says the Paris correspondent of the Lon- 
don Times, "to know that efforts are being 
commenced in the direction of reform by sev- 
eral German publications, including the Kol- 
nische Zeitung, which has dropped among other 
superfluous letters, the unnecesary s in the 
termination of niss, the h in such Words as 
Theil, Noth, Muth, and their compounds, the h 
in the terminal thum, the unnecessary a in 
Waare,andso on. The above-mentioned sylla- 
bles now appear in the chief German papers 
spelt thus: Teil, Rat, Not, Mut, Tum, Ware.” 


D. M. BENNETT, editor of Tug TRUTH BSEEKER. 
.has notified the President that he withdraws 
from before him the petition of 260,000 citizens 
of the republic praying for a pardon for him, 
and informs him that he does not seek apardon 
at hig hands, We admire the resolution and 
pluck of Mr. Bennett, Were wə in his place we 
would sooner rot in prison than to ageept a 
pardon from such a religious bigot aa R. B, 
Hayes, If that class of intolerant bigots were in 
the majority in this country, persecution for 
opinion’s sake would be revived. the fagot re- 
lighted and flame again with ali its ancient 
horrors.—Cloud Co, Blade. : 


IT seems that, though it only takes $93.044 for 
the City Mission and Tract Society to convert a 
soul, it takes the American Missionary Associa- 
tion $110.46. 
tion in favor of the City Mission Socjety which 
we do not quite understand, unless it be that a 
Congregationalist is seventeen dollars harder 
to convert than an Episcopalian. Still, on the 
whole. it is satisfactory to know that the gates 
of heaven may be opened at so reasonable a 
figure. The Presbyterians, on the other hand, 
deny that it can be done 80 reasonably. and this 
introduces a painful doubt as to the efficacy of 
the conversions guaranteed genuine by the 
other two sects. On this ground it would, per- 
haps, be better to save the money and take the 


chances, 


Hungy Warp BxkoxzR is again to the front. 
In a recent sermon he says: The crying evil of 
our time is lying and dishonesty. There is 
need of a stand in the churches upon this mat- 
ter of taxation in Brooklyn. There is an essen- 
tial spirit of dishonesty in this matter, Men 
resort to all manner of duplicity and still wear 
the profession of religion to escape paying 
their share for the support of government and 
the institutions of society. I believe taxes 
should be shared alike. There should be taxes 
on churches and on ministers—on everything 
but the state institutione. Why should not my 
salary be taxed just the same as that of a bank 
president? Men say churches should not be 
taxed because they are for the good of morals. 
8o are all regulated institutione, including the 
family. There is great need of witnesses in our 
ehurohes for honesty in accounting for prop- 
erty &nd honesty in the payment of taxes. Men 
are sneaks in this matter. Some who are worth 
millions pay only for mills. Rich men get into 
churches and smear over their dishonesty with 
& varniah of religion. 


Mr. JoHNsoN, pastor of the East and West 
Granville (Mass,) Congregational church, has 
peen ousted for general irregularities. The 
members of his c¢qngregatjon say he was a 
'" most awful liar." and never returned bor- 
rowed money. Addedto these was the heinous 
crime of riding what his people called a *'bi- 
cireuss," and taking twenty-flve-mile walks for 
no"airthly good.” When the flock locked the 
church he broke into it and practiced as of 
yore; but when they stopped his salary he 
stopped preaching and sued them, If the sala- 


This is a providential discrimina-, 


ries of allthe ministers were stopped how quick 
we should see them haul off and let the devil 
work his own sweet will! 


"Tae clergy’s reward—an epistle,” is what 
the San Francisco Argonaut calls the followlng: 
"'In all your gettings. get money.’ Now, 
therefore, when you go forth on your ministe- 
rial journey, go where there are silver and gold, 
and where each man Will pay according to his 
measure. For verily I say, you must get your 
reward, Go you not forth as those that hay 
been sent, ' without two coats, without gold or 
silver or brass in their purses ; without scrip 
for their journeys, or shoes, or staves;’ but go 
you forth in the good things of this werld. And 
you shall hear of a church that is vacant, and 
has no one to preach therein, then be that a 
call to you, and be you mindful of the call, and 
take you charge of the flock thereof, and of the 
fleece thereof, even of the golden fleece. And 
when you shall hav fleeced your flock, and shall 
know of another oall,andif the flock be greater, 
or rather if the fleece be greater. then greater 
be also to you the call, Then shall you leave 
your old flock. and of the new flock shall you 
take the charge. ‘Those that hav ° freely 
received’ let them ‘ freely giv,’ and let not men 
hav your words ‘without money nor without 
price,’ but bargain you for hundreds and bar- 
gain for thousands, even for thousands of silver 
and gold shall you bargain. And over and above 

the price for which you hav sold your service 

take you also gifts, and be you mindful to re- 
fuse none, saying, 'Lo. I hav enough!’ but re- 
ceive gifts from them that go in chariots, and 
from them that feed flocks, and from them that 
earn their morsel by the sweat of their brow, 
Yes, take you gifts from all, and take them in 
gold and silyer, and jn bread,in wine, and in 
oil, in raiment, and in fine linen. Aud the more 
that the people giv you the more willthey honor 
you; for they shall believethat ‘in giving to you 
they are giving to the Ford’ for behold thair 
sight shall be taken from them. and they shall 
be blind as bats, and ' shall know not what they 
do.’ And you shall wax richer and richer, and 
grow greater and greater, and you shall b 
lifted up in your own sight, and exalted in the 
eyes of the multitude, and \yara shall be no 
longer filthy {n your sight. And verily you 
shall hay your reward." 


ABBorT says that the resolutions passed at Cln- 
einnati call for the free transmission through 
the mails of all immoral books, and adds: “ All 
these were concocted in cowardice, hypocrisy. 
and fraud, without moral courage to make a 
thoroughly honest and open avowal of the yet 
evident purpose of theseries asa whole. They 
were a disgrace to those who drafted them, and 
are a disgrace to all who defend them.” Abbot 
knows very well that Col. Robert G, Ingersoll 
drafted those resolutions, and he makea the 
charge against him of being in fayor of obscene 
pubilegtions, besides being a coward, hypoori'e, 
and fraud. Joe Oook once made the same 
charge, and this is tne Colonel’s reply; it will 
fit Abbot very closely by just changing the 
name; "Joseph Oook says Į am jn fayoy af ob- 
scene literature. When Mr. ook said that he 
wrote the word ‘liar’ square across his fere- 
head; and every map Who repeata It 1s a liar, 
and no man on earth dare 82v jt to my face. 
Buch men are sneaks and beneath my contempt, 
If the truth was red-hot they would never be 
scorched. I am in favor of the literature oi 
sclonce having the same right as the literature 
ofsuperstitior. I am against the mailing of 
any book that would bring a blush of shame to 
the cheek of womanhood or manhood, and per- 
sons charging me with itare miscreants and 
liars. Tam againat some of the literature of 
the Bible. although I may be damned for it. I 
will giv $100 in gold to any orthodox clergyman 
who will read to hls congregation next Sunday 
certain chapters that I will point out to him 
from the Old Testament. If any should read it, 
every pure woman would leave the house, and 
the men would only stay to administer pyyish- 
ment for the insult to their wives and daughters. 
The cause of obscenity iu the Bible is that it 
was written in & rude and barbarous age. There 
are passages in Shakspere that are rude and 
filthy, and the reason is that Shakspere did not 
rise above his times when writing his works. 
But God can’t get off on the plea that he is four 
thousand years bebind the age. If thereisa 
God, he never uttered a word to bring a drop of 
modest blood to the cheek of a young and inno- 
cent girl, Men who try to blacken my reputa- 
thon are not fit tọ blacken my hoota” 


eS ea re a ee 


Events of the Week. 


Omma is making active preparations for war 
with Russia, 


TEx thousand cotton weavers are on strike a 
Ashton, England, $ 


A FOSSIL sea serpent has been dug up in Mon- 
mouth county, N. Y. 


THE ex-sheriff of Tompkins county hanged 
himself a fow days ago, ; 


THE Ohilian feet arecently jattacked Arica 
Peru, but were repulsed. 


À REVOLUTION has broken o 
United States of Columbia. 


A Lone ISLAND revivalist is locked up o 
eharge of chicken-stealing. cna 


THE government has finally concluded 
negotiations with the hostile Utes. dió 


TEN persons were wounded by the bursti 
a gun on an Italian iron-olad lately. meek 


Foug men were killed by a gas ex 
coal mine at Nanticoke, Pa., on the foe us 


Two MURDERERS were hanged in Missouri on 


ut in Antioquia, 


j the sth, Both were booked for heaven. 


A THEATRICAL manager named Cott “ 
mitted suicide at Oakland, Oal., on the Se 


TWENTY-THREE deaths were caused by ab 
explosion in Glasgow, Scotland, on the aaa 


By the sinking of a steamer recently 
on 
West coast of Africa, sixty-eight lives were ed 


Nzanrx a million dollars’ worth of 
proper 
Was destroyed by fire at St. Paul., Minn., A s 


ith, 


THREE hundred amnestiei Communist; 
pended in France from Now Caledonia on the 
oth. 


THA electric light is being-used in this city b 
pa ai who carry on work night andi 
ay. 


WzsToN and O Leary, the noted pedestrians, 
xs engaged in a six-day walk in San Prane 
cisco, . . 


Four men, in a rowboat, were run into and 
oe by a steamer at Evansville, Ind., on 
the Sth, 


A FARMER at KIngston, Ky. recently shot and 
killed his brother. Liquor was the cause of the 
shooting. 


Tue Danforth Locomotive Works at Paterson, 
N. J., were partially destroyed by fireon the thw 
oss over $200,000, 


THE Ohio State Prohibition Convention meg 
at Columbus on the sth. "Three hundred dele« 
gates were present, 


By the resent burning of a spinning-mill in 
Glasgow. two lives were lost and four thousand 
spindles destroyed. Loss, $259,000. 


THE Rev. Charles Walker, of Somerset, Mass., 
has been indicted by the grand jury on the 
crimes cha: ged against him by his wife. 


Franog has entered into negotiations with 
England and this country with a view of ter- 
minating the war betwsen Chill and Peru. 


UsusUAL and mysterious movements are 
going on among the military organizations of 
San Francisco, ‘he authorities appear to 
dread a riot. ` 


By a recent gale in Oregon twelve hundred 
Sheep were blown off a ridge, where they were 
feeding, into the valley below. Four hundred 
of them were killed, 


THE French government has refused to sur- 
render Hartmann, the Nihilist, tothe Russian 
authorities. He is charged with complicity in, 
the recent attempts on the life of the Czar. 


AN attempt was recently made to kill General 
Melikoff, the newly-appointed military director 
of Russia. ‘he would-be assassin was prompt- 
ly captured, tried, condemned, and hanged, 
He died a good Christian. 


ARMENIA is now suffering from a terrible 
famine. Fifty-two persons hav already starved 
to death in one town, Thousands are trying to. 
emigrate to the neighboring Persian provinces 
but the roads are eovered with snow and many 
axe perishing on the journey. 
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torture men and women, the other cannot. So in all the 
ramifications of religious thought, they think; differently, 
and ever must. And why should they not? If one class 
requires more evidence to arrive at an opinion than another 
class, are.they to blame for it? Can an intelligent person 
believe whatever he is commanded he must believe, nolens 
volens? And shall he be beheaded or burnt or thrown into: 
prison beaause he cannot believe what he cannot believe? 
Oh, no. In the name of all that is just and true and right- 
eous, a thousand times ño. : Let every man have the right to 
go wherever his convictions lead him; let him enjoy the 
right to investigate every subject under the light of the sun, 
and let him have the freedom to hold and speak his belief. 
Iam sure Iam willing to accord this privilege to every 
human being, and I would that every other human being 
felt the same willingness towards every man and woman. 
I would not coerce another man to think ag I do, and I 
wisb no man to try to coerce me. Yes, let liberty of opin- 
jon on ali subjects be the universal concession made to 
every living person. 

From this standpoint, my friends, you cannot think it 
strange that I often realize the hardships to which Iam 
-subjected for simply selling and depositing in the mails the 
opinions of an honest, sincere man on a subject most im- 
portant to the race, the same opinions being couched in 
language as proper and. unexceptionable as gny physiolog- 
ical work treating upon similar subjects, But I need not 
dwell upon this point. You understand it well, and you 
know 1 only performed an act that every American citizen 
has a right to perform; you know the injustice that has 
been done me and that the charge upon which I am here 
was the merest pretext. 


Excuse me, my friends, for detaining you with these sad 
reflections. We can undoubtedly find a pleasanter theme. 
Let me relate to you a vision or a remarkable dream I have 
had. Do not laugh. Why have not I the same right to have 
a vision as any.other mar? Should not being shut out from 
the world, including the society of women, for these many 
months, living on a spare diet of two meals a day, with my 
animal spirits in a continual state of depression, have a ten- 
dency to make me heavenly-minded? Even if naturally 
obtuse, and of the earth earthy, should not this severe 
course of training elevate my ethereal nature ? Should I not, 
by this time, be able to see a vision or a ghost? Possibly 
having my mind oceupied in writing up a history of the old 
gods and religions has awakened the divine afflatus in me, 
and brought me en rapport with the spirit-world. This, 
however, I can say, What I have seen I have seen ; and if I 
have not had a vision or a dream—a dreamy vision or & 
visionary dream—I don’t know what to term it. Whether I 
was in the body or out of the body, whether in my head or 
out of my head, whether in a normal condition or in an 
abnormal state, whether asleep or awake, I will not under- 
take to say. But on a recent night, as I lay upon my bed, 
when the still, weird, witching small hours had come, and 
the moon was calmly shining in the outer world, I had been 
meditating on many things that have an existence as well as 
some that have not—and if I was not asleep I ought to have 
been—when a tall, dim, shadowy figure noiselessly ap- 
proached my bedside. I noticed that one side of his face 
was lighter than the other, that he had small wings on his 
hat and others on his feet. Among the parcels he held in 
his hand was a rod, with wings also attached to it, and with 
serpents twining around it. He was a stranger to me, but I 
gave him a slight nod as he drew near, as much as to say, 
“How do you do, sir?" He nodded in return and spoke 
thus: 

"Bennett, how do you do? I perceive you don't know | 
me.” 

l replied: ‘‘I thank you; I am not so as to be out, but 
‘wish I was. You are indeed a stranger to me, but never- | 
theless you are welcome.” 


"I am,” said he, “Hermes, or Mercury, formerly of 
Egypt, but later more known in Greece and Rome.” i 
t 


I was taken by surprise, but not frightened. I made an 
attempt to rise and give him my hand, but by a motion from 
him I retained my recumbent position, and said: '* Indeed ! 
Is this the god Mercury ?" 

‘s Yes,” answered he, smiling; “they called me s0, but I 
don't feel much like a god any more.” 

I was somewhat iost in wonderment why he called upon 
me, and thus spoke: ‘‘I remember, Mercury, it used to be 
one.of your offices to attend the dying and accompany their 
souls to the nether regions. Tell me, is that the object of 
your visit to me ?” . 

* Oh, no," he replied, ' you are not going to die yet 
awhile. I have called to have a chat with you ona matter of. 
business." 

* Oh, thank you! I feel very much honored, I assure 
you. I have read of you, and am glad to make your 
acquaintance. May I inquire after your health and general 
condition ?" 

“Oh, my health is about as usual. 
much, but am not the person I used to be. 


Whe Death Seeker, 


D. M. BENNETT, Editor. 
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Eighth Letter from Albany. 


PENITENTIARY, March 7, 1880. 

My Dzar Reapers: The month of February has passed, 
windy March has made a good beginning, and I cheerfully 
embrace the opportunity allowed me, once in four weeks, to 
hold communion with you. My health continues fair, and 
my spirits as good, perhaps, as could be expected under the 
disagreeable circumstances. The days and nights, the 
weeks and months, seem long to me, and as they drag them- 
selves slowly away;I have abundance of time for medi- 
tation. My thoughts are not always as pleasant as might 
be desired. My mind not unfrequently reverts to the 
wrongs that man has perpetrated against his brother man 
in the centuries that have passed away. With Cowper, I 
often mentally exclaim, ‘‘ Man’s inhumanity to man makes 
countless thousands mourn.” ‘This has been effected 
by wars, tyranny, oppression, slavery, and intolerance of 
many kinds. Not the least, by any means, has been the 
oppression brought upon man because he desired and dared 
to exercise freedom of opinion upon religious subjects. 
Unnumbered thousands in all these centuries that have pre- 
ceded us have suffered cruel torture and death because they 
would not and could not believe in matters of religion as 
the tyrants commanded. The agonies, the anguish, -the 
suffering of mind and body that have cursed the earth from 
the determination of cruel oppressors to crush freedom of 
thought could not be described in thousands of volumes, 


We boast of our civilization; we exult at the great strides 
the race has taken in nearing the goal of freedom and equal 
rights; we point to the wrongs that have been cast aside in 
making this progress; we extol the superior and heavenly 
system of religion which prevails in our land—a religion 
based on love to God, love to man, and equal rights for all; 
yet with all these claims, late in this nineteenth century, 
and in this '' free land of America,” there is a determination 
on the part of the leaders in this boasted system of religion 
to cppress those who presume to differ from them in opinion 
about that religion. This is a saddening reflection, and it 
many times passes through my mind as Ilie here in my 
prison house and the hours of night wearily take themselves 
along. It is one of the most desirable things in our exist- 
ence that every man should enjoy the freedom of his own 
belief on all subjects and the liberty to express the same to 
all who choose to hear. : 

We, as human beings, are 80 constituted that we cannot 
think alike on all subjects, or, in fact, upon any subject. 
In religious belief there must always be a diversity of 
opinion. It is easy for the masses to subscribe to the doc- 
trine of supernaturalism—that the universe is governed by 
a mysterious, personal, special Providence, who not only 
plans and executes the billions of events that daily transpire, 
from the revolutions of worlds to the falling of a sparrow, 
but marks out, as well, the course and career of every indi- 
vidual of the one billion four hundred million of men and 
women who inhabit this moderate-sized globe, to say 
nothing of the countless decillions of living beings who 
may exist on other worlds millions of miles away. On the 
other hand, there are hundreds of thousands who cannot 
take this view of the situation. They recognize the uni- 
verse as being governed by inherent laws and causes which 
produce: every result that takes place, whether of large or 
small magnitude; that there is no part of the boundless 
universe dependent upon the will or superintendence of any 
person or being. The first class imagines that the sun cannot 
rise in the morning and pursue its course through the day; 
that the earth cannot rotate on its axis; that the rivers ean- 
not descend from the mountains to the sea; that the winds 
cannot blow over the surface of the earth; that vegetation 
cannot put forth and perfect itself, and that all the other 
operations of nature cannot be performed save by the direct 
supervision and aid of a divine mind or will The other 
class believes all these operations take place regularly and 
without confusion simply in obedience to the eternal laws 
of the universe. The one class think the universe is unable | thin and weak." 
to run of itself and must have a supernatural director every | '' And how is your father, Jove, the old thunderer? I hope: 
instant. The other class is certain there is not and cannot | he is well.” 
be any such thing as supernaturalism; that the universe and | — "I have to inform you the old gentleman is not at all well. 
its forces perform everything that is done, and all perfectly He has been very feeble for nearly two thousand years. He 
natural. does not thunder so much as he did.” 

Yes, the masses in all the countries on the globe believe “ Without being impertinent I wish to inquire if he is 
in gods of every conceivable description, by whose individ- | ever gay and frolicsome any more, like he used to be? 


I never complain 
I feel a little 


than some of her companions, 
character, and the.affection of mortals for her, have tended 
to this result. 
become staid and serious. 


of the heavenly heroes of former times. 


have it—Venus? She was not without fault, but the world 
has nevertheless admired her greatly, 


I hope she is well ?” 
“I thank you, she is tolerably well, and is better preserved 
Her natural vivacity of 


But she has changed very much, and has 
Her old friends would hardly 
know her." 

“ Pardon me, Mercury, but if ‘Venus was yout sister, was 
it not an unnatural liaison you had with her, of which Her- 
maphroditus was the result ?” 

** Oh, don’t mention that. We both would like it forgot- 
ten. It was a mistake not uncommon to some of the gods. 
Weare not doing that way ary more.” - 

“ Your biographers give you the name of being very 
‘ light-fingered,’ and say that you commenced thieving very 
young. Are those accounts true? and if 80, were you ever 
imprisoned therefor in a place of this kind ?" 

“You must not believe half what you read about the 
gods. A great many misrepresentations and exaggerations 
are made about them. I was, however, naturally thievish, 
but was always too adroit to get into prison." 

“I never heard of one beginning so young at stealing. It 
is said that on the very day you were born you stole cattle 
from King Admetus and arrows from Apollo; and that 
soon after you ‘played hob’ with old Vulcan by stealing his 
blacksmith tools. It is not strange you have been called 
the ‘ prince of thieves." ` 

“ Your remarks are severe, but probably just. 
I acted out my nature with but little restraint. 
greatly reformed.” 

“ There is also much good said of you. You are called 
the god of merchants; you distinguished yourself as a 
peacemaker, and as an errand boy or messenger you proba- 
bly have not been excelled." 

“ You but do me simple justice. I was a friend to mer- 
Chants, but they have become so sharp they require my ser- 
vices no more. I did delight in making peace among con- 
testants, and asa messenger I distinguished myself, as you 
say. But business in that line is dull now. Since railroads, 
post-offices, telegraphs, and telephones are so generally in 
use I am not as much needed as twenty-five hundred years 
ago. » 

“I presume you are correct. But I must say that was a 
very sharp game you played upon the hundred-eyed Argus 
when your old father sent you to rescue the beautiful Io 
from the watchful monster. Your music must have been 
very charming to have put all his eyes to sleep at once, and 
enable you to cut his head off. _ I presume you did your 
best." 

** Yes, I left no effort untried. I was making my reputa- 
tion then, and I did the best I could. I rather flattered my- 
self upon my success on that occasion.” 

“Let me inquire after jolly Bacchus. 
his cups as ever ?" 

* Well, perhaps the old tastes linger around him some- 
what yet, but the fires of youth are dull with him. He has 
become very steady, and his habits of abstemiousness would 
make him a good president for a temperance society.” 

* How is honest old Vulcan ? Is he still carrying on the 
blacksmith business, making thunderbolta, etc. ?” 

** Well, Vulcan is much like * Uncle Ned.’ He is old and 
feeble, and ‘cannot work no more,’ and sometimes he also 
wants to be ‘carried back.’ His shop is in ruins; his bel- 
lows, his forge, and even his anvil are decayed, and he has 
not forged a thunderbolt for two thousand years. They are 
gotten up now by another process. Jupiter don’t ‘use any 


I confess 
But I have 


Is he as fond of 


; more,'and the business is not worth a cent.” 


“ Why, Mercury, it is rather a gloomy account you give 
How is it with the 
rest of them ?" 

' Well the same remarks will apply correctly to all. 
They are old, feeble, very quiet, and, in modern parlance, - 
pretty well ‘ played out.’ " i 

“Tell me more about yourself. You seem to be pretty 
well preserved. What are you giving your attention to ?" 

“ Activity was one of my characteristics. I always liked 
to have something on hand. When business on Olympus 
collapsed, I looked around among all the other gods, and 
whenever they had any errands for me to do, or any mes- 


sages to deliver, for a slight consideration, I have been glad 
to attend to them. But you will be surprised to learn how 


very dull it is with all of them, and how lifeless and feeble 
they all are. Why, within the last ten days I had the great- 
est time you ever heard of getting all the gods together, in 
general convention. I thought at one time I would not be 
able to accomplish it, but I had undertaken it, and I was 
very unwilling to meet with a failure. We have not had 


' such a time before for a thousand years at least.” 


“ Pray tell me what it was all about, and why was the 
convention held ?” 

‘« Why, bless you, it was in reference to yourself. You 
need not think it is only in this country that you attract 
some attention. You have also agitated us considerably up 
stairs, or some of us at all events.” 

‘Indeed, you surprise me. What have I done that the 
gods should be disturbed? Please tell me about it.” 


“It is that book you are working upon.. I have had my 
eye upon you for the last two months. It is my line of 
business you know. Literature, language, and letters are 
under my supervision, and as I discovered you were writing 
a book about us gods I watched you closely and reported 
my observations all around where my business or leisure 
invited me. I mentioned it to Jahveh, one day and told 


usl powers the universe was made and is kept in motion, 
while the smaller class believes that the universe is a ** per- 
petual motion " that cannot stop, cannot stand still, and 
ihat a million gods, did they exist, could neither stop it nor 
set it a-going. The one Class are sure that the gods do every- 
thing, and the other that they do nothing and that there is 
nothing for them to do. One believes in hells and devils to 


Does he have any more love ventures with the goddesses and 
other ladies?" 

** Oh, no; he quit all that long ago. 
those things any more." 

** Well, he drove-& pretty lively business for several cen- | him next day.” 
turies, and mankind regarded him as a very amorous old} ‘‘ You allude to Jehovah, I presume, when you say Jah» 
fellow. May I inquire after your sister—as some authors | veh ?” . 


him what you had written about him, and he fired up in a 
minute, and he spoke out in an angry manner that a stop 
must be put to all this. He requested me to call and see 


He don’t think of 
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Yes, Jahveh or. Jah is his right name; Jehovah is a 

corruption by translators. "The first letter, J, has the sound 
of Y; the final letter, h, is silent, 80, properly, the name is 
spoken as though written Yahvy. That is what we gener- 
ally call him." 

*Iremember you are credited with being the inventor of 

letters, and you must understand the proper sound of them 
es well as being posted in orthography. Ido not doubt 
you are quite correct, as I have seen similar statements by 
other philologists; but tell me more about your convention 
of the gods.” f 

~ “Well, I called the next day upon Jehovah, and he was 
still very much excited at what he termed your presump- 
tion and insolence, and said he wanted to stop your book or 
Stop you. He said he had been thinking the matter over, 
and concluding he could not carry out his wishes without 
some assistance, he had devised the plan of getting all the 
brotherhood of gods together and enlisting their attention 
and interest with regard to this outrage.’” 

** Now, Mercury,’ said he, ‘if you will undertake to see 
all the old gods of all the ancient nations—you know many 
of them are much older than myself—and get them stirred 
up in this matter so we can have a big convention and stop 
this book, if we are successful, I will make it all right 
with you for your trouble.’ I replied that I had not much 
business on hand, and would undertake the enterprise. I 
had never seen all the oid fellows together, and thought it 
would be interesting to have something new, in the way of 
hojding a big meeting. He cautioned me not to use his 
name too freely in the matter, but to represent that 
Brahma, Ormuzd, Baal, Chemosh, Osiris, and others were 
interested in the matter. He remarked, by way of expla- 
nation, that a great deal of ill-feeling had existed towards 
him from unfriendly remarks he had made about them cen- 
turies ago. I told him to leave that to me, and that I 
would undertake to get them all together in ten days from 
that date, But I have had such a time of it as you never 
heard of. They reside great distances apart, and the jour- 
neys I have had to make are almost innumerable. Besides, 
I found the dullest, stupidest set of deities you ever imag- 
ined. I found many in a profound sleep, and numbers 
nearly lifeless. 1 dont't believe some of them had been 
wide awake for a thousand years, I had to shake them up 
with my utmost effort to get some of them aroused at all. 
They wanted to know what I came there to disturb them 
for. They did not wish their long sleep broken into. I 
told them an alarming story about the book you were get- 
ting up in this lower world, telling all about all the old gods 
that men have worshiped, the religions that grew there- 
from, and that there was a strong feeling that steps must be 
taken at once to put a atop to it all. Some of them told me 
to go away ; that they cared no longer what men thought 
of them or said of them. The reputation of the gods was at 
stake and it must be preserved at all hazards. ‘Let Bennett 
go ahead,’ said they, ‘and let me finish my nap.’ But I 
stuck to them until I got them awake and made them prom- 
ise they would attend the convention on the 30th of Feb- 
yuary. And to make sure of it I called a second time and 
aroused them again and made them swear they,would surely 
be on hand on the day appointed.” 

“ Mercury, you interest me beyond expression,” said I. 
** Where was the convention held ?” 

“In Asgard. Jahveh spoke first about having it on Mount 
Zion or on Sinai, but he feared those localities would 
arouse the prejudices of the other gods, which he was 
anxious not to de. Mount Morus, Mounts Olympus and 
Helicon, were named, but Itold him they were very much 
dilapidated and out of repair, and that we could find a bet- 
ter place. I suggested Asgard, of the Scandinavians, as 
being later fitted up than many other dwelling-places for 
gods, that I saw it a few months ago, and thought it would 
do very well. Besides Odin, the chief god who presided 
there, was not particularly objectionable to the other gods ; 
Whereupon it was agreed that Asgard should be the place 
for the convention. But I must say the place is more dilap- 
idated than I thought it was, and being open and cheerless 
we were rather cold and uncomfortable.” 

“I wil be delighted to hear about the proceedings," 
said I, i 

“ That is just my business here. I come to tell you all 
about it. Two o'clock p.m. sharp was the hour named, 
and I am happy to say that the most of the old fellows were 
very prompt. Only a dozen or so were fifteen minutes 
late. It mattered but little, however, as half am- hour was 
agreeably spent in hand-shaking and renewing acquain- 
tances. The excitement and the exercise of getting there had 
made them more lively on an average than I had supposed 
possible. Some of them presented a faint semblance of their 
former 8?lves. 

“It would have done you good to see them flocking in 
from all directions, and in all conceivable modes of travel. 
Some came in chariots, some on wings, some by sail, some 
by steam, some by electricity, some by imagination, and some 
by will power.. Only a few came on foot, whose residences 
were comparatively near. They came in national groups, 
or in companies somewhat in the order of their creation or 
birth. Thus the old Vedic gods, Indra, Varuna, Agni 
Soma, Mitra, Maruts, in company with Brahma, Vishnu, 
Siva, and Juggernaut ; and their wives or goddesses with 
them in all cases, to wit, Lacshmi, wife of Vishnu; Par- 
vati, Kali, and other wives of Siva; also Rama, Christna, 
and scores of minor deities, Asscoras, etc., too numerous to 
mention ; all these carae from India. . 

"From China they were not so numerous. COhang-ti or 
Tien, Fo, or. Fohi, and several others, however, made a 
novel appearance with their long queues. ; 

“From Persia we had Ormuzd, Ahriman, Mithra, and 
several others of less note. : 

“ The delegation from Egypt was numerous, the principal 
of whom were Amun, Neph, Pthah, Khem, Ra, Seb, Osi- 


ris, Typhon, Horus, Serapis, Thoth, Anubis, Anouke, Apis, 
and many others, with numerous goddesses, as Sati, Neith, 
Maut, Isis, Nephtys, etc., etc. They made a large con- 


Anata, Bil, Bel or Enu, Beltis, Hea or Hos, Dav-king, Sin 
or Huski; Sau, or Sansi; Ai, or Gula ; Vul, or 1va; Bar; 
Nin, or Ninaip; Bel-Merodock, etc., etc., making in all a 
large troupe of male and female divinities, 


Nebo, Beltis or Mylitta, Gula, and many others. 


Ashera, Bel, Moloch, Chemosh, Allah, and others in full 
‘suite, x 


limited to Jahveh, Holy Ghost (very thin and shadowy), the 
Bon, and Mother, with Satan slightly in the rear. 


Jove at their head, then Saturn, Neptune, Pluto, Mars, 
Apollo, Helios or Sol, Bacchus, your humble servant, Ju. 
no, Minerva, Venus, Latona, Aurora, Vesta, Cybele, Ceres, 
Janus, Vulcan, lus, Momus, Pan, Silvanus, Diana 
Pales, Flora, Feronia, Pomona, Hercules, Theseus, Prome- 
theus, JEsculapius, and more than two hundred others, 
including the muses, nymphs, dryads, naiads, fauns, satyrs, 
genii, tritons, penates, lares, manes, heroes, etc., etc. 


good. Odin and Frigg, Hermod, Tyr, Heimdal, Brage and 
Indun; Thor, Sif, and Uller; Balder and Nanna; Vale and 
Forsette; Vidar, Mimer, Njord, Skade, Ager, Ran, Frey, 
Freyja, Loke; and all the rest of them, including the 
jotuns, giants, dwarfs, elves, hulders, trolls, nisses, necks, 
etc., etc, 


matter; and I have to state to you that Mercury told the 
truth. This man, whose name is Bennett, is making a big ` 
book, giving more information about us all, what our char 
acteristics are, what people have believed about us, and 
what religious notions hàve grown out of all this, than was 
ever incorporated in one book. And more than that, he 
does not speak respectfully of us all, and makes statements 
damaging to some of us, which I confess annoys me not & 
little. Iwish something to be done to arrest this business 
before it goes farther. I hope you will realize the impor- 
tance of taking immediate action in the matter.’ 

“At this time, and before Jahveh had concluded, Brahma 
arose ina grave, dignified manner, and said he had a few 
words only he wished to say. ‘I am surprised,’ said he, 
‘that we should be summoned here from our slumbers on 
such a subject as this. It is a matter of very little conse- 
quence what this man who has been named chooses to 
write about us. The same thing has been done for hun- 
dreds of years, I see no impropriety in it, and I am far 
from being disturbed by any such thing. It is small busi- 
ness in us to be disturbed on any such account.’ 

‘* He took his seat, and Jahveh immediately rejoined: 

‘I must say Iam sorry to see any of you so indifferent 
upon such a subject as this. Our moral character is of the 
greatest importance to us, and for one I have maintained too 
spotless a reputation for three thousand years to have it sul- 
lied now by an inhabitant of the lower world, and I most 
decidedly protest against it.’ 

“ He then took his seat, having a very earnest look upon 
his face. : 

* Ormuzd here arose, and, though extremely feeble, he 
made himself heard by those near him. He said he wished 
to make the inquiry of those who had the information to 
impart whether the man referred to had used misrepresenta- 
tion and slander in what he had said about the gods. 
Jahveh replied immediately that he did not charge the man 
with falsehood, but with telling too much truth. ‘ You all 
know,’ said he, ‘that the truth is sometimes more damag- 


course. 
“ Chaldea sent Baal, Ishtar, Astarte, Il or Rah; Ana, 


“The Assyrian delegation was full—Asshur, Merodoch, 


“All the Semitic races were represented ; prominently by 
“From the land of Canaan, or Judea, the number was 


- ** From Greece and Rome the number was large, with old 


* From Scandinavia and the Norseland the turn-out was 


“ The Gauls and Druids were represented by Hu, or Huah; 
Ceridwen, his wife, Llywy, or Creirwy, and others whose 
names are too hard to pronounce. . 

** From Africa came à numerous delegation of black gods 


and goddesses, but you don't care about their names. 

“Polynesia sent Taaroa, Tii, and all the host of them. 
The Aztec gods were plentiful, prominent among whom 
were the bloody Huitzilopotchli, the merciful Quetzalcoatl, 
and the good goddess Cioacoatl. 

** Manco Capac and his wife, Mama Ocollo, of Peru, with 
numerous Companions, were there. Many gods and mani- 
tous of the North American savage tribes were on hand. 
All these, besides the gods of other nations too numerous 
and too tedious to enumerate, helped to form our big con- 
vention. There were two thousand of them at least, and 
such a looking lot of gods I never saw before. They were 
of all sizes, shapes, and colors, some very large and some 


very small ; some very Gark and some Very light, and some 


copper colored; some very thick and some extremely thin, 


discerned even by their best friends. 


as far as possible. 
Apollo and Mithra to help me. 

** At 2.30 Jahveh called the convention to order and nom- 
inated Indra as Chairman or President. The motion was 
seconded and carried by a full vote, no opposition being 
made. The same party nominated Chang-ti of China, 
Brahma of India, and Osiris of Egypt, as Vice-Presidents. 
It was a mere matter of form, and they were declared 
elected, and all took seats on the platform. Nebo of 
Assyria and myself were made secretaries, and I was re- 
quested to take full notes. Indra was very feeble, and 
looked extremely ancient. He made a brief speech thavking 
the convention for the honor conferred upon him ; and 
while he did not understand what was the object of ithe 
meeting he hoped a spirit of harmony would :»evail in the 
deliberations. * You are well aware,’ said he, ‘that I am 
one of the oldest deities among you all, and it is quito time 
I went to my last repose. In fact, I was sleeping soundly 
when I was aroused and notified to attend this convention. 
You know as well as I can teli you that the most of us 
obtained’ourexistence and worship as personifications of 
the elements and forces of nature, and that we hav drawn 
our life from the belief of our worshipers. Those who hav 
a living and acting constituency retain the most life and 
activity. But since nature has got so she needs no personal 
representative, and since for thousands of years the. adora- 
tion once bestowed upon me has nearly passed away, I find 
my life is nearly exhausted, and I hardly desire to exist any 
longer. Those of you who have living worshipers may feel 
different on this point from myself. May I ask what is the 
business before the convention ?’” 

“ This is à most interesting recital," said I; “pray con- 
tinue it." ' 

“Iam pleased," said Mercury, ‘‘that you enjoy what I 
have to say, for it renders my task far more pleasant. To 
resume, I will say Jahveh immediately arose to his feet and 
said, as he probably was as well posted with regard to the 
object of this meeting as any one present, he would detain 
them a few minutes with a word of explanation. He con- 
tinued thus: ‘As our venerable friend, Indra, truly 
observed, we, as gods, obtained our life and our very 
existence from the beings in the earthly world who worship 
us. In their fertile imaginations we find our life and ac- 
tivity, and without it I fear we should all cut but a sorry 
figure among men. lam fortunate in having much of this 
sort of life, and I don’t wish it interfered with. Let me in- 
form you, then, my compeers, that this is being done. 
There is aman on the planet called earth who is at this very 
time writing a book of all the gods that have been widely 
worshiped in the world ; and he proposes to publish and 
sell as many copies pene work as he can. I got this infor- 
mation first from my ‘friend Mercury, and since then I 
have sent two spies or detectives to look further into the 


sions. 


so thin and shadowy, indeed, that they could scarcely be 
Yes, they were a 
motely lot; but I took it upon myself to act as usher and 
furnish them with seats according to their standing ur posi- 
tion in the celestial regions, each nationality by themselves 
It kept me occupied for some time, with 


ing than falsehood, and should not be espokén on all occa- 
There are scme truths that I think should not be 
allowed to be spoken or to get out. There are some things 
connected with the history of each one of us that we would 
prefer not to be perpetuated among men. I must admit 
what this man has eaid of me, and the charges, if they may 
be 80 called, have been taken from what is called my own 
“book,” or “ word ;" but that is what makes it annoy me 80 
much. The fairness of the presentation makes it all the 
more telling against mo." 

* At this point Ormuzd 1esumed thus: ‘I am well con- 
vinced,’ said he, ‘that we are a)l much in the same situa- 
tion. We were all brought into existence by the fertile 
imaginations and zeal of our particular worshipers, and 
were subject to the conditions which governed us. We 
were crude, cruel, amorous, bloodthirsty, aud warlike, just 
in proportion to the characiers and tastes of those who 
worshiped us; and this truth cannot be euccesatully denied. 
Perhaps in my own cage I have as little to complain of as 
any of you. There have been made no heinous charges 
against me, and, upon the whole, a pretty good record stands 
in my favor. This is not because of anything special that I 
performed, but is due entirely to the people who worshiped 
me, and who, after all, did what was done. 1 eee no objec- 
tions to truthful accounts being written of all these things. 
It is due to the inhabitants of the lower world that they have 
in their possession the whole truths pertaining to ua and to 
‘the religions which our worshipers maintained in the timed 
that are paseed. And ss it appears the man you speak of 
has not falsified the record—has not invented falsehoods, 
has only procured information from the sources open to him, 
and merely stated the facts which have been given before—I 
am in favor of not interfering with him. His work is a 
legitimate one, avd my vote is in favor of letting him go 
ahead.’ 

“hese remarks," Continued Mercury, ‘‘made a percept- 
ible impiession upon those who were within the reach of 
his feeble voice, and Jahveh himself seemed to feel the 
truth and force of them. At this point Moloch, of the 
Awmonites, arose. He locked very aged, and & stern aspect 
rested upon his countenance; but his extreme feebleness 
was very apparent. He spoke thus: ‘I am impressed with 
the justness of the remarks our friend Ormuzd has made. 
Perhaps I have a record for cruclty standing against me as 
undesirable as any one among you. I am, as you know, 
one of the old fire-gods who :were so devoutly believed 
in and worshiped four thousand years 2g0, and my brother 
Chemosh, of Moas, whom I see sitting over there, is 
another, and Baal, not far from him, is another. Many of 
you were of the same class. Fire, you know, was an em- 
blem of the sun, and the worship of fire grew out of sun- 
worship, The sun being the source of light and heat, was 
very naturally regarded as especially worthy of reverence, 
and nothing in the semi-barbarous age in which we flour- 
ished was more easy than to get up persi nal deities to rep- 
resent the sun, You will remember that many nations,did 
this. Many of you had your origin more or less in con- 
nection with this sun-worship. I have been stigmatized 
as a most cruel god, much as my friend over there 
from Mexico has been, as well as others, not necessary to 
allude to. Human beings were sacrificed to us.in great 
numbers. I will not deny but what infants were often 
sacrificed to me and burnt to death in the most crue] manner 
in the sight and presence of their own parents and hundreds 
of people. But when we remember the low stage of civil- 
ization and advancement of man at that time, it is not, 
perhaps, to be wondered at. Our worshipers, at Jeast, were 
sincere. If the principle of sacrificing life of any kind to 
the gods is correct, and if it is true that the more perfect 
and valuable the animal, the more acceptable and efficacious 
the offering, human sacrifice is but the natural result and 
climax of that idea. It was not our fault. If fault there 


ee 
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was of any one’s, it was on the part of our worshipers and 
designers, and they can hardly be blamed for it. They 
acted in accordance with such light and intelligence as they 
had, and are therefore excusable. That they were sincere, 
as I said, cannot be doubted. The great regret is that they 
had not a higher grade of civilization. These facts are a 
part of the history and evolution of the human race, and I 
can see no reason in trying to hide them. Let the man get 
out his bock. Ifitistruthful it can do noharm. Chem- 
osh partially rose to his feet, and said he fully subscribed 
to the remarks just made. Baal, of Babylon, Assyria, 
Pheenicia, etc., said a few words in the same direction. 
Hutzilopotchli, the bloody war-god of ancient Mexico, and 
Some of his Aztec compeers, signified their acquiescence 
also with what had been said. They considered human 
sacrifices one of the phases of religious superstition in a 
cruder condition of society, and was much to be deplored. 

“At this juncture an amusing little episode took place. 

Mumbo-Jumbo, of Africa, jumped up suddenly, and was 
considerably excited. His remarks were as follows: ‘I 
‘want to let you all understand that I am on the side of 
Massa Jahveh. He has got the right of it. We gods have 
a right to do just whatever we please, and it’s none of that 
man Bennett’s business. I don’t believe in his being 
allowed to write up all about our little mistakes and cruel- 
ties. What if we have been cruel? What if we have 
caused thousands of human beings to be put to death? It’s 
none of his business. I don't want him writing in a book 
what I used to do, or for him to poke any of his fun at me 
ither. I tell you, I join with Massa Jahveh. I say let all 
his writing about us gods and all our religions be squashed 
out witheut any parleying about it.’ A smile was at this 
time seen on the face of several of the gods at these earnest 
remarks, but no special reply was made to them. It was 
noticed that Jahveh manifested aslight lack of appreciation 
of the support he was receiving and of the quarter whence 
it came. 

‘The next noted speaker was old Jove himself, and I 
must say I was sorry that my father was so feeble and in- 
firm, so unlike what he was three thousand years ago. He 
has not the majesty and noble bearing he had then, but 
still he compared favorably with many of his godly com. 
peers, His words were in this wise: ‘My celestial brothers, 
the object of our meeting is not of as much consequence as 
I was led to suppose when my son Mercury notified me that 
a convention was to be held. Iam so feeble that I felt dis- 
inclined to come, but he urged me to be present by all 
means, a8 matters of consequence were to be deliberated 
upon. I indulged a hope that some plan was to be devised 
by which we could regain the power and life which unfor- 
tunately we hav lost, and to establish us again as of yore in 
the adoration and affections of mankind, but this is un- 
doubtedly a hopeless case. We are among the ‘have 
beens,” that have had an imaginary existence, and our day 
has passed entirely by. We have all been local gods. None 
of us have had a world-wide reputation. The two small 
countries of Greece and Italy were all that took much stock 
in myself or believed strongly in my existence. It has been 
the same with the rest of you. We were, even in our 
palmiest days, merely local, national, or neighborhood gods. 
The domains of some of us did not extend over ten thousand 
square miles, while the best of us could not claim & domin- 
ion of more than two or three hundred tbousand square 
miles, The gentleman from the hills of Jadea, generally 
called Palestine, who has spoken so courteously to us, for a 
long time had authority over a very circumscribed part of 
the,world. The length of his entire kingdom, for a thou- 
santi years, was but one hundred and forty miles, with an 

average width of less than forty miles. That was a pretty 
small country for a big god, whọ would hav the world be- 
lieve that he made the whole earth and all the other worlds 
that exist. Why, the least of us had more territory to rule 
over than he had, and we did not make as much fuss about 
iteither. He has had tlie good fortune to be adopted by 
many modern nations, otherwise he would. scarcely have 
been recognized among men.'É I have often noticed his dis- 
position to lord it over the rest of us, and to assume an air 
ef superiority which he does not possess. If his character 
js compared critically with that of some of the rest of you 
assembled, it will suffer severely by it. I don't want any 
hard or unfriendly words on this occasion, but if there was 
time, and -I felt inclined, I could name hundreds of in- 
stances where hi3 acts would compare very unfavorably 
with those of many who are present. As for myself, I lay 
no claim to superior virtue or extra goodness. I wasa rol 
licking sort of fellow in my halcyon days, and did not 
believe in denying myself thc pleasures within my reach. 
Probably I sowed more wild oats than was advantageous to 
my credit às a god, but I am sure my heart was all right ; 
&nd I did not overflow with anger, malice, and vengeance. 
I wished my subjects to be happy, and to obtain all the 
pleasure from existence possible. There is one thing which 
jn justice to myself I wish to say: There have been many 
things narrated of me which are not true. Homer, the 
poet, was upon the whole a good friend of mine, but he 
drew upon his imagination very largely, and made me more 
of a rake than I was. This has been the case with all the 
. rest of you, my brother gods ; there has been a great deal 
said of you that never took place. On this score I feel much 
charity towards my somewhat distinguished compeer from 
Palestine. There has been much said of him that belongs 
wholly to the domain of myth and fable. But in closing, 
let me remark, whether what has been said of each of us is 
irue, or whether it is false, I will not at any time shrink 
from a comparison with him, and let the record of the ca- 
reer of each be the criterion to go by. I say not this in 
anger or pettishness, but in truth and soberness. So far as 
the book i8 concerned which that man is writing, I have no 
objection to it whatever. The history of the gods is the 


property of man, and I would not deprive him of it, Tbe: 


story has already been repeated over and over again, and I 
have no objection to its still being given in a new form.’ 

“This speech," remarked Mercury, ''made a visible 
effect on the listeners. It was evident a considerable of a 
majority of the vast assemblage were in sentiment with the 
speaker, 'The next one who arose was Osiris, of Egypt. 
He said: — : 

** * I have but little to add to what has been gaid, and but 
little needs to be added. Iam one of the older ones among 
you, though there are some, even from my own fiation, still 
older than myself. I have long, long been very feeble, and 
was not able to come out to-day; but I cannot say I am 
sorry lam here. There is a satisfaction in looking upon all 
your faces once more. ‘ihere are features of similarity. be- 
tween us all. Alike we are creations of the samé kinds of 
power—the power of human imagination. Alike we have 
been invested, by our worshipers, with supreme and crea- 
tive ability; slike it has been believed of us that we 
each and severally formed the suns and worlds that are: 
in existence, and that we, by our immediate and constant | 
supervision, have kept them in operation for thousands 
of years. We all know, and thousands of sensible human ` 
beings have learned, that this was a most erroneous belief, 
and that it had its rise in the ignorance of mankind. We. 
all now know that the universe is far older than any of, 
us—that it existed countless ages before one of us was 
conceived in the mind of man, and that it was controlled by 
unerring and unchangeable laws, inherent within itself, as 
entirely independent of any of us and of all of us as of the 
tiniest animalcule that exists in it. Whether man relegates 
the government of the universe to one god or divides it up 
among a thousand gods, it is all the same erroneous The 
universe is infinitely more powerful than any god and more 
than all gods combined. It requires not their aid in any 
way, and regards their dictation no more than it would the 
discussions among mice or gnats. A few thousand years 
ago it was believed by rather intelligent men that the sun 
could not rise in the morning and pursue its course through 
the day unless some Ofgus forced it to go, and kept this force 
constantly applied.. What an absurdity this was we all 
know ; and vast numbers of men are learning the same. 
We now know that there is not a single movement or opera- 
tion in the entire universe that requires the attention or help 
of any person or individuality whatever. All those mis- 
taken notions have wholly fallen to the ground, so far as we 
are concerned, and, as I sa:d, in the opinion of many sensi- 
dle human beings.’ 

“Yes, many of us here present, in the ages that are past, 
have been honestly believed by thousands of millions of 
men ta be really the creators of the boundless universe, 
with its millions of suns, worlds, and systems, and which 
extends into space forever and forever—thousands of times 
farther than any of us have traveled. We now know how 
very absurd this belief was on the part of those ignorant 
people, and how much more erroneous it was for them to 
suppose that the illimitable universe could have been created 
from nihility by any god, any individual being, or person, 
than to accept the great truth that it is itself, without be- 
ginning or end, without center or circumference, boundless 
in extent, limitless in duration, and, though constantly 
evolving and changing in its details, sti]] infinite in space, 
infinite in age, infinite in material, and infinite in power— 
the only existence that is omnipresent, the only one that is 
omniscient or omnipotent. I repeat, we all know this per- 
fectly well, that the universe is tbe source of all existence, 
whether individualized by organization or not. It is the 
creator of ali beings; and not allthe beings combined that 
ever had an existence, including all of us gods, and millions 
of times as many more, with all the power they might be 
supposed to possess, could, with all their combined energy 
and will, bring from nothingness even the smallest globe 
that swings in space to-day. You all know this perfectly 
well, and can realize just as well as I do how greatly mis- 
taken men have been in the credit they have wrongfully 
accorded to each and every one of us. 

.** *'There are yet, however, my friends, large numbers who 
are not able to take a correct view of this great question ; 
but it is to be hoped this ignorance and error will not always 
prevail among men. Let me here express the opinion that 
the belief in gods among men has been of the greatest dis- 
advantage to them imaginable. It hasled them into innu- 
merable errors, and has been the center and foundation of 
all the false mythological and theological errors, all the mis- 
taken creeds, that have prevailed in the world for more than 
fifty centuries. If man could have realized the great truth 
that the universe requires no maker, no designer, no super- 
intendent, no propeller, and that his first duty was to inform 
himself, so far as possible, in regard to its laws and opera- 
tions, vastly better would it have been for him, and much 
farther would he now be advanced on his journey toward 
the great temple of truth. It would have saved him thou. 
sands of years of allegiance to mythical gods and devils ; it 
would have spared him the great expense of maintaining an 
innumerable horde of priests and prophets who have pre- 
tended to know and declare the will and purposes of the 
gods, when they knew no more about them than an infant 
three days old. It would also have saved them from the 
indescribable terrors of devils and demons, of hells and 
places of torment, which have agonized the minds of 
wretched human beings for these many thousands of years. 
As to the matter of the story of our rise and rule, our mis- 
takes and peccadilloes, I have not any objection to its being 
told again and again. There are lessons in it that may be 
valuable to the world, and I say, Let the truth always be 
mace known.’ 

,'* When Osiris took his seat the nod of approval of what 
he had said passed through the convention. Many seemed 
to take pleasure in manifesting their apfrobation of what 


they had heard from the venerable and. highly-respected 
god of ancient Egypt, Vishnu of India was sitting in the 


front row, and I perceived that several looked at him 
intently, and indicated by slight geatures that they wished 
to hear a few words from him. He soon rose and gave 
utterance to these words : : 

“< My companions, you see by my venerable locks, and 
you know by the story which. has been related of me for 
thousands of years, that I am among the older members of 
your fraternity. I have been much mixed up with the 
affairs of men for several millenniums. Millions upon mill- 
ions of devout worshipers have bowed in reverence to me, 
Millions upon millions of sacrifices of animals and other 
offerings have been made to me ; but let me here confess to 
you that I now know this has all been built up on the most 
stupendous errors the mind of man iscapable of conceiving. 
I am still in a fair state of preservation compared with many 
‘whom I perceive here. My worship has continued a long 
time, and a hundred and fifty millions of living human 
beings still regard me with profound reverence, and this, 
88 you are aware, imparts to me the comparative vigor 
which I exhibit. I have been regarded as a beneficient god. 
My hands are not stained with innocent blood. Ihave- 
delighted in making my subjects happy. Nine times, it is 
believed by my admirers, have I been incarnated in 
human, or other forms, for the purpose of serving the gods 
or aiding in the salvation of man. The tenth avatar . or 
incarnation is, in their view, still to take place ; but it will 
never occur. They are deeply in error in that, as well as 
in all that pertains to the legends connected with me. All 
is wrong, all is error and delusion. And I now thoroughly 
realize how much better it would: have been for my people¢ 
could they have been followers of truth instead of being the 
dupes of all these errors. My worshipers accorded to me a 
kindly disposition, and many peculiar personal characteris- 
tics; but I am constrained to confess to you that all these 
have grown out of the mistakes and errors I have alluded 
to ; and I regret them most sincerely. I would much pre- 
fer to have never had an existence of any kind than to be 
indebted for it to such source:. Much better that the name 
of Vishnu had never been known than that it should owe 
its existence to errors and fallacies of deluded human beings, 
As to the book on the gods and religions of ancient times, I 
am in favor of it. Iapproveofitthoroughly. Let the peo- 
ple of earth be as fully informed upon these questions as it 
is possible for them to be. Good will come out of it The 
more men can know of the errors of the past the bctter they 
can avoid the errors of the present, and the better can they 
shun the errors of the future. I wili detain you no longer.' 

** As soon 88 Vishnu had completed these remarks, Allah 
of Arabia stepped up to him, and taking him by the hand 
shook it heartily, saying, in a gentle voice : ‘I congratulate 
you, my elder brother, for the grand sentiments you have 
expressed. Taey are mine exactly, and your uttering them 
so nobly has spared me the necessity of making any 
remarks. With you, I wish all mankind had the truth as it 
is in nature, instead of being led from century to century by 
such baseless vagaries as they are now led by. I heartily 
wish my own worshipers wage followers of the truth, but 
unfortunately I can do nothing to aid them. My brother, I 
thank you.’ Upon this several others stepped up and shook 
Vishnu by the hand, and among the number several god- 
desses. Some spoke a few words of approval, and others 
only smiled a bearty acquiescence. The next regular 
speaker was Chang-ti of China. My notes of what he said 
read thus: « 

** ‘My brother gods, none of you can boast of an antiquity 
greater than my own. It is many thousands of years ago 
that my countrymen gave me birth and worshiped me, and 
since then large numbers.of them have continued to revere 
my name. I have been a modest sort of god; my nation are 
a modest sort of people. They attributed to me beneficence, 
goodness, wisdom, and supreme power. They thought me 
the creator of the great universe, and that but for my pow- 
erful arm it would immediately relapse into chaos again, 
and that everything in nature would go to destruction. But 
sadly indeed were they mistaken. Their ignorance greatly 
surpassed their knowledge. They saw the universe existing 
in all its mejesty and perfection, and in their childish and 
untutored minds supposed it must all have been created by 
a personal but powerless god like myself. As I said, none 
of you are older than myself. I may be properly styled one 
of the very oldest of the gods; but I assure you that the 
grand universe is millions of ages older than I am. As old 
as Iam my age is much less than that of the race of man 
on the earth, and compared with the age of the universe the 
age of man isdess than a second in duration. How untruth- 
ful it is then for my people, or the people of any of you, to 
give us the credit of creating this great universe! My con- 
science often has condemned me for this undeserved honor 
being conferred upon me. I have never created a universe, 
neither haye any of you created a universe. The belief that 
we have any of us done this impossible thing is one of the 
greatest fallacies that that ever entered the mind of super- 
stitious man. This idea, like an ignis fatuus, has led him a 
weary chase for these many thousands of years. I regret 
this as much as any of you possibly can, and only wish it 
were in my power to remedy this evil; but it seems as much 
beyond my power to do this as to create a universe. The 
human race must look to seience and the enlightenment of 
the understanding to dispel the numerous errors that have 
so long fettered them and bound them in chains of dark- 
ness, Candor compels me to ssy that I fail to see the dan- 
ger which my comparatively young brother of Palestine 
seems to apprehend from enlightening mankind upon the 
gods and religions which have been embraced in past ages. 
I cannot perceive the slightest harm that can grow out 
of it; but, on the other hand, it will add to the stock of 
knowledge which the world needs, and must be productive 
of good. My voice shall be in favor of the dissemination 
of truth and knowledge. I have nothing further to say.’ 

‘This speech was also well received, and nods of approval 
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Were to be seen on all sides. There 
“nearly a minute, as no one seemed anxious to be heard. 
At this, the chairman, Indra, called upon Odin, of Scandi- 

navia, the principal god, who with the other gods of the 
Norsemen had often met in this locality. Indra asked him! 
if he would not favor the convention with a few words. 
Hor, but he bas en bones ee, Bd Wih rough orte 
nance He rose ina ids ise xn ee gounte 
thus: est, unassuming manner and spoke 

“*My brothers in the realm of myth, I have wished to 
welcome you to Asgard, where myselt and my old Norse 
compeers have so often met in the gay spirit of hilarity and 
fraternity. I regret it is not in our power to render you 
more comfortable here, and that Indun has not a lot of her 
apples to regale you with, that yður age and vigor might be 
renewed. But the fact is, since the decadence of our power 
and since our life has so greatly died out, the old place has 
gone to decay, and ruin and desolation are too manifest all 
around us. lam afraid there is little hope of the place ever 
being refitted, as our occupation is gone and there is no lon- 
ger anything for us to do. My sturdy, rough, but honest 
worshipers once regarded me as the creator of this world 
and all other worlds, the same as the worshipers of many of 
you have accorded the same credit to you. But, alas! how 
Mistaken they were! None of us have any more effect upon 
the great machinery of the universe than a fly would have” 
in affecting the revolution of the earth. Ihave long since 
become sick of the fulsome praise which for centuries was 
bestowed upon me, and I indulge the hope, which many of 
you have expressed, that light and intelligence may take the 
place of the fallacies and darkness which have so long occu- 
pəid the mind of man. Icoincide with the sentiments which 
have been expressed here, and have no objections to inter- 
pore against the publishing of all the legends about the gods 
and religions of the world in the past ages that are obtain- 
able. "The more mankind understand these things, the bet- 
ter. As the reign of the gods is nearly over let us hope 
that the reign of humanity may be far more prolonged and 
successful. Before I take my. seat I ‘wish to propound a 
simple question to our brother, formerly of Palestine, and 
that is, why he deemed it important to call us together 
because he, personally, had objections against a certain book 
being published ? As the writer of that book resides in a 
country over which he, Jahveh, reigns, and if the god pos- 
sesses the power which he and his representatives claim he 
‘does possess, I wish to inquire of him why he does not 
himself dispose of this offending mortal without calling us 
together to assist him in so small an enterprise. If the 
man is annoying him, why don't he remove him from the 
stage of action and say nothing about it ? 

‘Cries of, ‘Hear!’ ‘Hear!’ resounded from all parts of the 
assembly when this inquiry was made, and ali eyes were 
turned towards Jahveb, who exhibited unmistakable annoy- 
ance at the turn the deliberations had taken. He rose ina 
somewhat impetuous manner and glancing scornfally around 
spoke as follows: 

«Tam indignant that you do not enter into my reason- 
able views, and feel very much as I used to in old times when 
my anger waxed hot and my vengeance was aroused. What 
I wanted and what I said is fair and correct; and the reason 
why you all oppose me is because you are heathens. You 
are Only worshiped by pagan nations, while I am the god of 
enlightened Christian nations, who far excel in intelligence, 
religious views, and moral conduct all the other nations of 

' the globe. I feel proud of my constituency, and can justly 
claim a superiority over all of you. Iam the only regular, 
orthodox, highly respectable god among you. My charac- 
ter is unsullied, and my morals unimpeachable. I havea 
larger following than any of you, and have more living wor. 
shipers than any one among you all, and hence have more 
power and life. I wish you to understand that I consider 
myself head and shoulders above you all, and that [ have 
not done myself great creditin meeting you in convention, 
But in answer to the question that has been propounded to 
me I will simply reply that my object in calling you here 
was because I wished to secure your aid and co-operation 
in what I hoped to accomplish. Several of you have sim- 
ply expressed the truth of the situation when you say 
that as a class, gods have not the power which was formerly 
accorded to them. They are not so omnipotent as was 
once supposed. We have all learned that the universe runs 
‘without our aid; the sun rises and sets, the rivers and 
‘streams run down hill, just as they have done from the 
earliest times, before we were dreamed of, and they do not 
require the help of any of us to continue the same. I un- 
derstand all this just as well as any of you, but I don’t 
think it good policy to let it be generally understood. The 
More we can keep the idea extant in the minds of. men that 

` every operation of nature is dependent upon our good will, 
and upon our constant supervision, the more power and 
veneration we may expect from them. You know how it 
is yourselves just as wellas I can tell you, that human beings 
are born and live and die in keeping with the laws of na- 
ture, and none of you, singly or combined, have any neces- 
sity for interfering in the matter, nor would the effect be 
apparent if you did. The same remarks are applicable to 
myself. The gods have not given life and taken life, as men 
in their ignorance have supposed. Nature accomplishes very 

' much that gods have had the credit for. But in this case 
under consideration I hoped that a combined action on the 
part of all of us might be much more effective than either 

' could be by himself. You were all once considered very 
powerful Jove with his thunderbolts, Thor with his 
mighty hammer, Mars with his war chariot and spear, Vul- 
can with mighty muscles, and all of you with the arms and 
Strength which men have endowed you with, it would 
. Beem, if united in one, purpose, ought to be able to accom- 
.plishalmost anything. But I see how it is; you do not 
enter jnto my wishes in the matter, and if you did your} 


was a delay of 


:any remarks of my own, but I feel a desire to reply to some 


i course I am not a full-fledged god by birth, having a mortal 


power is gone. I will no longer insist upon a combined 
effort until you are more in favor of it. Possibly it may be 
desirable to confer together once more. For the present I 
have little more to say.’ » 

“ Upon finishing these words the god of the Jews took his 
seat, with an expression of displeasure resting upon his 
countenance. Several of the gods showed a purpose to rise 
and reply to him, but Buddha, being younger and more 
active than the others, gained the floor first and was recog- 
nized by the chairman. His words were to this effect: 

** * Mr. Chairman: I did not think of detaining you with 
of the statements and insinuations of the last speaker. Of 
woman for mother, but I was believed to be begotten by 
divine agency, no man having anything to do in the matter. 
Bo by birth I rank as a demi-god, and for more than two 
thousand years, under the name of Fo and other appella- 
tions, I have been worshiped by vast numbers of the human 
race, Atthis moment four hundred millions of the inhab- 
itants of the earth are devout worshipers of mine, more, 
undoubtedly, than either of you haye had at any time since 
you were gods. I estimate that within the last two thousand 
years I have received the sincere homage of fully ten billions 
of human beings, not far from ten times the entire present 
population of the earth. Which of you can show such a 
record as mine? Ihave twice the number of living wor- 
shipers that any of you ever had, and in the past nearly ten 
times a8 many as any of you have had, with, perhaps, the 
exception of Brahma, Vishnu, Siva, and Chang ti. They 
have had more than one-tenth the number of worshipers 
that Ihave. This constitutes me, my hearers, a living and 
powerful god. This is what imparts to me the vigor I 
possess, and perhaps accords to me the right to be heard on 
this occasion. I say not these words in a spirit of boastful- 
ness, but in the spirit of truth. I have never been given to 
boasting or bragging of my unequaled power or the superi- 
ority of my conduct and morals, but I cannot sey the same 
for all who are here. There are some who have continually 
boasted of their powers, their ability, and of the many 
mighty deeds they have done and can do. I do not want. to 
be personal in my remarks, but I think they will apply with 
considerable justice to our aristocratic friend, the god of 
the Jews. And the remarks he has just made justify my 
making some allusion to them and pointing out their incor- 
rectness. I think he claims too much for himself. May I 
ask wherein his superiority consists? It certainly is not in 
age. Some of you are far more than a thousand years older 
than he. The greatest he can justly claim is thirty-eight 
hundred years, never having been heard of before that time, 
while some of you go back five thousand years. His supe. 
riority certainly does not consist in the extent of his original 
possessions or the number of his former worshipers. A 
territory, a8 my friend Jove remarked, less than a hundred 
and iorty miles in length and not forty miles wide on an 
average, with that pretty weil filled with mountains, 
ravines, and precipitous places, and incapable of sustaining 
more than one or two millions of people, the worship of all 
of whom he could not truthfully claim at any time, does 
not seem to be a sufficient basis for a great amount of boast- 
ing or claims cf superiority over all competitors. Had it 
not been for the support his son has brought to him, and 
the extent (hus given to his worship by the spread of Chris- 
tianity, he would assuredly have been one of the most 
obscure gods here. This is the only thing that has built up 
his reputation. 

** *T do not wish to speak disparagingly of his power, nor 
to make it appear less than itis. It is not my disposition to 
undervalue any god, even though he may be arrogant and 
overbearing, but I would like to ask what remarkable 
exhibition he ever made of his power, since he confesses 
that the forces of nature perform all the operations of the 
universe? When he conciuded to establish his power and 
build up a constituency some thirty-eight hundred years 
ago, he made profuse and repeated promises to one Abra 
ham as to the country he should give him and his seed to 
possess forever. He promised that the seed of Abraham 
should possess the country from the river Nile to the 
great river Euphrates, and that his seed for multitude 
should be like the sands of the sea, the stars of heaven, and 
the dust of the earth. How were these promises fulfilled? 
Did the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ever possess all 
the territory from the river Nile to the river Euphrates? 
No, not the fiftieth part of it. Five hundred years after 
the promise was made they robbed and murdered the right- 
ful owners of a small country (one hundred and forty 
miles by forty), and thus obtained possession of it. Did they 
even hold that small section of country forever? No, they 
were disputing and fighting over the ownership of it. They 
had not peaceable possession of it for even one thousand 
years, and during that time they were twice subdued by the 
heathen nations; they were carried into captivity, and their 
country taken possession of by their conquerors. For 
several centuries the country had a very unsettled govern. 
ment of incompetent chieftains, and during the reigns of 
its kings there were but two that could pass as even respect- 
able, and the first part of one of those was spent In brigand- 
age, robbery, and despoiling his neighbors After the 
second reign they quarreled and divided among themselves, 
spending their time in war and bloodshed against each 
other, until they: were finally subdued and routed by other 
nations. 

** * One thousand years is a rather short **forever" for a 
first-class god. Let me ask again, Were those descendants 
of Abraham equal in number to the dust of the earth, the 
stars of heaven, and the sands of the sea, which, in the 
aggregate, must amount to countless decillions in number? 
No, nor anything like it. The population of Judea never 
amounted to more than two wWillions of people, and they 
were not all Jews; and now that they are scattered all 


over the earth in nearly every nation, after nearly two thou- 


sand years to recuperate in, they are estimated in all at four 
or five millions. Thus it seems those extravagant promises 
were never made good. What are we to suppose to be the 


cause of these failures? It must be one of four things: the 


power was not in proportion to the undertaking, or the god 
was not sincere when he made the promises, and did not 


intend to fulfil them; or he changed his mind after he 
begun; or the story is wholly an untruthful one, 


Every 
one can decide for himself which the real cause is. I 
incline to believe both the first and the last to be correct. 

'"* How is it about his superior virtue and morality? Is 
he more kind, sympathetic, and merciful than other gods? 
Has any one taken more life than he? Did not the deluge 
--claimed to have been caused by him--destroy an incon- 
ceivable amount of human, animal, and vegetable life? 
Was not the drowning of the hosts of Ezypt in the Red 
Sea another wholesale destruction? Was not the massacre 
of the Midianites, men, women, and children, save thirty- 
two thousand virgins, who were kept for the use of the 
soldiers and priests, a most cruel and bloody slaughter? 
Were not the many years of bloody war against the Canaan- 
ites a continued work of carnage? Was not the instant 
slaying of fifty thousand and seventy men, because one or 
two of them raised the lid of an old box, rather a sum- 
mary and unmerciful proceeding? Did it indicate a benev- ` 
olent disposition for Jahveh to send Saul with two hundred 
and ten thousand footmen to go and smite the Amalekitea 
and utterly destroy all they had—men, women, infants, 
sucklings, sheep, camele, and asses? Was it clemency in 
the god that made him get angry at Saul for saving some of 
the best of the sheep and oxen for sacrifice? Was it a just 
reason for deposing Saul from the throne? Was it merciful 
in the prophet Samuel to hew King Agag to pieces before 
his god? Was it a good specimen of divine justice for 
Jahveh to slay with pestilence seventy thousand innocent 
persons because he had moved King David to number the 
people? Was it not rather a bloody day’s work when 
this same Jahveh helped Abijah, king of Judah, and his 
army to put to death by the sword five hundred thousand of 
his own people, the children of Israel, serving under Jero- 
boam? Is it to be supposed that he made some amends 
for this slaughter by afterwards turning the tables and 
helping Israel, under Pekah, to slay one hundred and 
twenty thousand of the men of Judah? Was not also his 
compassing the death of one hundred thousand Syrians in 
one day, and, when those not killed fled to Aphek, putting 
twenty-seven thousand more to death, a pretty large 
destruction of human life? Was not the slaying of one 
hundred and eighty-five thousand Assyrians, on another 
occasion, by the hand of one of his angels in one night, 
another instance of taking human life on a large scale? If 
these accounts are to be taken as true, I would like to 
know where there isanother god who has taken life in such 
a wholesale way? 

«“ «Itis not my purpose to particularize all the character- 
istics which he has evinced, which the most of us would 
consider not as high proofs of morality and probity? He 
has often been governed by anger and vengeance; Often 
punished the innocent in place of the guilty; often shown 
fickleness and changeableness by repenting of what he had 
done; often shown cruelty to women, children, and the 
oppressed; often instructed his children, prophets, etc., to 
practice falsehood, deception, and to take property to which 
they had no right; often made the most bloody and 
immoral men his special favorites; he has acknowledged 
himself the creator of evil, and has shown an immense 
fondness for the blood and flesh of animals sacrificed to . 
him. For a long time he required that almost every day 
lambs or bullocks should be put to death for his pleasure; 
and at the time his temple was dedicated to him, it is said 
twenty-two thousand oxen and one hundred and twenty 
thousand sheep were sacrificed for his benefit. Considering 
the small size of his domain at that time, X am sure none of 
you, ye gods of sacrifice, can excel that destruction of life. 

** ! T will not detain you to review all his acts nor to bring 
his carcer critically to notice, but will just remark that his 
boast about his being the only regular orthodox, moral, and 
highly respectable god in this assembly, in view of all that is 
recorded to his disadvantage, comes in rather bad taste and 
is not sustained by the record. I did not wish to draw com- 
parisons between him and myself, but will say that while 
he calla himself the orthodox god and ranks me of course 
among the pagans, I will not shrink from a comparison 
with him on the score of mercy, justice, and morality. I 
can say, in truth, that during my career—and it has been. 
nearly as long as his own—I ever inculcated the highest 
morals with which I was acquainted. I enjoined upon my 
followers the subjection of the animal passions, the virtue 
of self-denial, and the strictest honesty. I encouraged, to 
the extent of my ability, purity of life and the strictest self- 
circumspection. I constantly taught the great excellence of 
love, kindness, and benevolence, I ever commanded the 
utmost carefulness towards all grades of animal life, even 
down to the minutest insects. I never caused men to kill’ 
each other or injure each other, but ever strove to prevent 
their doing so. I never wished animal sacrifices of sny kind 
made to me, and my worshipers have never practiced it. I 
extended sympathy and “kindness to women and infants. 
My children have not engaged in war with each other; and 
in point of kind conduct from man to man, abstinence from 
crime and excesses of all kinds, I am ready any day to 
compare them with the worshipers of the god of the Jews. 
Stil] he vauntB himself as the orthodox god, and ranks me - 
with the pagans. How much justice and truth there are in 
his claims I leave with you to decide. 

**Tt certainly cannot be claimed, with any truth, that 
his people, his worshipers, and originators were auperior to 
other nations which existed at the same time either in intel- 

7 (Oontinued on page 108.) 
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Communications. 


: The Godly Women of the Bible.—Continued. 
BY AN UNGODLY WOMAN OF THE 19TH CENTURY. 
ATHALIAH AND HULDAH THE PROPHETESS. 


Second Kings, chapters xi, and Second Chronicles, 
chapters xxii and xxiii, give an interesting account 
of the reign and death of Ahaziah and the ascension 
to the throne of his mother—Athaliah—after she 
had destroyed all the seed royalof the house of 
Judah, as she supposed. But one of king Ahaziah’s 
sons escaped— her grandson—who at the end of 
six years was made king, herself being dethroned 
and slain, but not in the house of the Lord, but at 
the entering of the horse-gate, for so the priest said 
(2 Chron, xxiii, 14, 15). .It was no crime to slay 
. the queen, if the house of the Lord was not polluted 

with her blocd. 

She is not called a “godly” woman in Holy 
Writ, but “ that wicked woman ” (2 Chron. xxiv, 7). 
We cannot perceive why, as she but followed in the 

. footsteps of her godly predecessors, David, Solomon, 
and a host of others, who were holy men after God’s 
own heart. They secured themselves upon the 
throne through intrigue, usurpation, and the destruc- 
tion of all the rightful heirs to the crown, and why 
not she? Surely, what,was righteous and godly in 
them could not be wicked and ungodly in her! 
She was inhumanly slain by the priests, at God’s 
command, for the same deeds for which others were 
preserved and blessed. 

God struck Ananias and Sapphira dead for con- 

. senting to a lie, when against the interests of his 
chosen Zion ; but according to 1 Samuel, xvi, 2, he 
instructed that holy prophet how to act a lie; 
put a lying spirit in the mouths of all these thy 
prophets (four hundred) (1 Kings, xxii, 23) ; sends 
a strong delusion that they should believe a lie, that 
they all might be damned (2 Thes. ii, 11, 12); and 
in numerous other instances, like any Nero, Calig- 
ula, or earthly potentate, sacrificed all truth and 
honor in order to seat himself, through his sub-kings, 
on the throne of Israel or elsewhere, and reign over 
the children of men, through fraud, low cunning, 

and assassination of his opposers. À 

This God was a peculiar character, chameleon-like, 
changeful as the passing clouds ! Poor Jezebel and 
Athaliah were condemned, destroyed, slain, and even 
their memories desecrated for pursuing precisely the 
same course as God's anointed, who are now un- 
questioned saints in glory.. 

In 2 Kings, chapters xxii, xxiii, and 2 Chronicles, 
chapter xxxiv, is related one of the most mysterious, 
astounding, and important faots or fictions connected 
with the Word of God, not excepting the advent of 
Jesus himself—no less an event than Hilkiah, the 
priest, finding the book of the law in the house of 
the Lord. (2 Chron. xxxiv, 15.) This book em- 
braced the Levitical law, the whole code of morals 
of the Hebrews, and, as some biblical scholars con- 
tend, the Pentateuch also. Now this book was 
found only two hundred and eighty-seven years 
prior to the Christian era, and some eight hundred 
years after it is claimed to have been given by God 
to Moses on Mount Sinai. -Where and how was it 
lost allthis time that this old priest could find this 
one copy in the house of the Lord ? 

Imagine, if you please, after he had brushed off 
the dust of eight centuries, and discovered it to be 
God's only law to the world, his delivering it to 
Shaphan, the scribe, who read off at a galop what 
had been recorded in another language eight hun- 
dred years before on papyrus or engraven in hiero- 
glyphics on stone. The old priest must have forged 
it at the time if anything of the kind was found or 
produced. And then what becomes of the Levitical 
law, the 'Ten Commandments, and other essentials 


delivered to the Hebrews by God through Moses! 


amidst the thunders and lightnings, the thick cloud 
and voice of the trumpet, that sounded long and 
waxed louder and louder, while the old mountain 
was altogether in a smoke, because the Lord de- 
scended upon it in fire, and the smoke ascended as 
the smoke of a furnace, the whole mount quaking 
greatly; and the Lord came down on the top of the 
mount,'and Moses hallooed, and God answered by 
& voice, and called Moses up to the top of the 
mount, when the curtain is drawn, and his seance 
with Almighty God is hidden from mortal eyes, and 
only revealed to man through this law which Moses 
and itself declared written by the finger of God? 
Why, its authenticity sinks to a level with the 
Koran and the bible of the Mormons. Besides, the 
Levitical law and Pentateuch, engraven on stone, 
the only means of preserving records at the time it 
ig said to have been given, would have required a 
storehouse as large as the Great Eastern to have 
hidden it in, where Hilkiah, tumbling over some old 
rubbish, chanced one day accidentally to stumble 
upon the precious treasure of hundreds of slabs of 
stone, when, in great astonishment, he exclaimed, 
«I have found the book of the law in the house of 
the Lord !? 

Oh, what a story ! Please read it for yourselves in 


| the infallible book, and consult the “ Inquirer’s Text 


Book” for particulars and comments, while we pro- 
ceed to “ Huldah the prophetess,” who was consulted 
on this awful occasion. Yes, let us pass over in 


‘silence the plucking of beard, the tearing of hair, 


and the rending of clothes, and the rush to Huldah, 
the ancient female medium, to inquire of the Lord 
concerning the words of the book that was found 
so miraculously, for great is the wrath of the Lord 
that is kindled against us, because our fathers have 
not hearkened unto the words of this book. (2 Chron. 
xxxiv, 13.) What a Lord, to be angry with his 
children even unto the third and fifteenth genera- 
tion, because they and their fathers had not kept 
the commands in a book, which they had never seen 
and did not know existed! EE 

Butlet us hear what Huldah has to say, for all 
now lies in her hands. But first let us pause and 
learn the parentage of this seeress. She was (Chron. 
xxxiv, 32) the wife of Shullum, the son of Tikvah, 
the son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe. Now 
she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college; and they 
spake to her, and she answered them, Thus saith the 
Lord God of Israel, Tell ye the man (king Josiah) 
that sent you to: me. . Then follows five verses of 
terrible anathema, cursing the place and people, 
because they had forsaken the Lord and burned 
incense to other gods to provoke him to anger ; with 
conciliatory promises to King Josiah that his eyes 
should not see this evil. 'Then they read over this 
legible (?) law, sprinkled blood, roasted the pass- 
over, consisting of 7,600 small cattle and 800 oxen, 
so there was not holden such a passover from the 
days of the judges, nor in all the days of the kings 
of Israel and Judah. Such was the king’s zeal that 


he not only slew all the priests and burnt their| 


bones on the altars to pollute them, but rifled the 
sepulchers and burnt the bones therein also ; and all 
this the result of one man pretending to find a book 
and one woman's declaring God's will concerning it. 
But she was a prophetess, therefore could err, and 
if deceived, I, the Lord have deceived that prophet 
(Ezek. xiv, 9), she might urge in self-defense. 

Mediums of the nineteenth century, claim this 
assertion from God whenever you chance to make a 
mistake, and see if you cannot shame your Chris- 
tian brethren out of the belief of the doctrine of 
infallible inspiration, Huldah the prophetess not- 
withstanding. 


Discussion of the National Financial System. 


BETWEEN DR. H. H. MORRISON AND JOHN W. TRUESDELL. 
MR. TRUESDELL'S FOURTH LETTER. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Since my 


-| third letter appeared in print, a large number of friends, 


both among hard and soft money advocates, hav charged 
me with being a little too severe in my criticism of Mr. 
Morrison’s statement wherein he charges the national bank. 
with earning over fifty per cent per annum upon their real 
capital. 

It was claimed by many, and particularly by inflation 
friends, that I had taken advantage of a typographic error 
—that the printer had in some way mixed up my oppo- 
nenl’s statement. MEE 

“Tt cannot be possible,” said a prominent inflationist of 
this place, * that a man of Mr. Morrison’s apparent intelli- 
gence would intentionally present to the readers of THE 
TRUTA SEEKER 88tatement 80 grossly incorrect, conflicting, 
as it does, with every national bank statement published in 
the United States." But it is possible, and to-day Mr. Morri- 
son has reproduced his remarkable statement with all its 
glaring inconsistencies. Iam glad he has thus again com- 
mitted himself, for it saves his frienda from an apology. 
Letethe statement stand, a monument to his logic, a key to 
his new system, a striking illustration of “fiat bookkeeping.” 
Such arguments will soon let the life-blood oft of the whole 
** fiat system." 

Ido not.expect to convert you, Mr. Morrison, for you 
hav already declared yourself unqualifiedly &n enemy to'the 
nations] bank system, and ''a man convinced against his 
will is of his owa opinion still.” 

But if our readers will take your own witness, the Comp- 
troller’s Official Report to Congress for the year 1873 (page 
55, part first), where you got your figures from a part of 
his statement, they will find these same figures in a different 
form, with the following result: Ratio of earnings to capi- 
tal and surplus for the six months ending September 1, 
1878, 5.46 per cent, instead of over fifty per cent per 
annum, as you hav it ; capital of national banks, Septem- 
ber 1, 1878, $488,100,951; surplus accumulated during life 
of the system, $118,113,848; total capital and surplus, 
$606,214 799; net earnings for six months, ending Septem- 
ber 1, 1878, $33,122,000 Now, divide the net earnings by 
capital and surplus, add ciphers, and point off, we hav 
ratio of net earnings to capital and surplus 5.46 per cent, 
verifying the Comptroller's report. 

The net earnings above include all income derived from 
capital, surplus fund, circulation, individual deposits, 
interest on their government bonds, rent of real estate, 
exchange, account, and all other sources of revenue. 

The currency issued by the banks being a liability, like 
individual deposits and other debts, cannot be property 
deducted from their capital. f 

If we deduct from their capital what the banks owe their 
billbolders, we can, with the same propriety, Ceduct what 
they owe their depositors. In September, 1873, these 
deposits alone amounted to over $020,000,000, which, added 


to their circulation, exceeded their capital by over 485,000,- 
060, while their loans upon discounted potes amounted to 
more than $940,000,000, JS ; 

If you, Mr. Morrison, are going into a detailed statement 
by fighting upon currency, the earnings of which are 
already included in the net earnings, it seems to me yoù 
should not ignore small amounts. 

The Comptroller’s statement, in gross, is correct; and if 
you are going into details, take the whole details, post both 
sides of the ledger correctly, and you will corroborate the 
Comptroller. : 

You charge me with *' taking good care not to say a word: 
about the six per cent gold semi-annual interest paid by the 
government on $400,000,000 of their capital.” I did not 
mention anything of the kind for two reasons. First, 
Every dollar of revenue derived by the national banks from 
all sources, together with the interest upon all the govern- 
ment bonds owned by them, was included in the $33,000,000 
of net earnings, and not being well up in “fiat bookkeep- 
ing," I did not put it in the second time. 

Second, the national banks never owned 400,000,000 in 
gold interest six per cent bonds during the life of the sys- 
tem; the largest amount of gold interest-bearing six per 
cent bonds ever held by the national banks at one time was 
July 1, 1869, $255,000, 000.- : 

On the first of November last the national banks held for 
their circulation less than $964,000,000, of which less than 
one-sixth part bore interest at six per cent, as the following 
statement will show : : 


59,315,450 


6 per cent bonds deposited for circulation, $ 

5 t se te ih 131,301,600 

4h “ « « » 34 866 950 

4 ud s" s d: 188 818 400 
Total, 868,802,400 


(See Comptroller's Report, 1879, part first, page 12.) 


It must be remenibered that these bonds were not created 
for the benefit of the banks or for any other owner either at 
home or abroad, but for the benefit of the government, 
When this government got in debt she borrowed money, 
giving in return her promises to pay in the form of bonds. 
Her creditors are among nearly all classes of people, and 
can be found in almost every country. Most of the 
national banks bought their bonds in the open market, pay- 
ing in many Cases a high premium. The banks are as 
justly entitled to the interest upon the bends which they 
own and hav paid for as any individual would be. 

Under the old banking system in this state, the banks 
were required to deposit at Albany with the comptroller 
real estate mortgages as security to their circulating notes, 
These mortgages were Owned by the banks, and being 
simply left at Albany as collateral, no one ever questioned 
the right of the banks to the interest or rent upon their own 
property, neither will any just-reflecting person question 
the right of the national banks to the interest upon the 
government bonds now owned by them. It mattera not to 
the government whether her creditors are banks or individ- 
uals, her obligations are neither increased nor diminished by 
changing the ownership of her bonds. . 

You charge me with treating you a little uncivilly. 1f 80 
I will apologize; I did not mean to combat you personally— 
it is your ideas I mean to hit, You hav called the bankers 
and brokers very hard names—now I am both; and you 
don't hurt meat all. If I hav been a little rough it is be- 
cause your statements hav been so grossly incorrect as to 
require radical treatment. I must tell you when you are 
wrong, or tacitly admit that wrong is right. Oandidly, I 
think you heard the wrong noise when you were called 
upon to attack the national bank question, but I am not to 
blame for your mistakes. Had I challenged you to discuss 
dentistry, with which you are acquainted, and I know 
comparatively. nothing, I should probably appear to-day 
before the public in about the same position which you 
occupy. 

Your farm question, in the way you put it, bears no 
analogy to the national bank system. Your suppositions 
are like ‘‘Lord Dundreary's" ifs. In “Our American 
Cousin ” his lordship asked the beautiful Georgiana ‘‘ if she 
loved cheese?” '*No," was the reply. Musing awhile, 
Dundreary again inquired, “Does your brother love 
cheese?” “I hav no brother," said she. _ The lord limped 
on a few steps in silence, then suddenly stopped and 
squealed in the lady's ear, ** If you had a brother, would he 


love cheese ?" 1 
Now, Mr. Morrison, for your question. If Thad a farm 


worth $100,000, and if I had an old uncle who did not 
know his liabilities from his assets, and if this rich old 
uncle should kindly allow me to giv my notes payable on 
demand to the amount of $90,000 by my securing him with 
$100,000 in good bonds for which I paid more than one 
hundred cents on the dollar and which were now worth 
more than par in the market ; and if he should charge me 
for his indorsement, and surround me with all the condi- 
tions, taxes, etc., etc., imposed upon the national banks, 
and if he should then say to me, ‘‘ Young mar, you now 
hav $190,000 to work with, and to derive profits from, while 
your capital is in reality only $10,000," I would be very apt 
to reply, ‘‘ Old man, go and soak your head. You are either 
just out of thelunatic asylum or you hav been taking les- 
sons of my friend Morrison in ‘ fiat bookkeeping.’ ” 


TIME TO BUILD. 


Is it not about time, Mr. Morrison, for you to begin the 
building of your financial structure. You are the one to 
whom we look for improvement. Thus far you hav de- 
voted your entire argument against our present system 
without giving our readers one ray of hope for anything 
better. You hav written four long letters full of bitter 
warfare Without suggesting a single bona fide improvement. 


The 
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In your relentless crusade you hav made but one point, 


and that point I conceded in the beginning of this discus- ^ 


sion, and every economist in the world will agree with us 

' both, that ** our present system of finance is not perfected." 

You hav vaguely hinted at a new monetary unit or meas- 
ure of value, bat when repeatedly asked to define it, your 
evasive answers lead me to think your new measure is 
entirely chimerical. E $ 

' Instead of wasting your time making a senseless war upon 

the national banks and exhausting yourself to show what 

we all admit, that the old system of banking was not per- 
fect, why not devote a part of your energies towards the 
discovery of & new and better one? | 
If you can devise a new system of banking superior in 
every respect to the present, you will not only score a point 
in this discussion, but. nearly every true economist in the 
country will support you, and the entire business community 
will look upon you as one of the greatest benefactors of the , 
human race. : 
INTEREST, : 

I will now briefly consider your fourth affirmation; which 
comes next in order and in number, viz., that ** usury, now | 
called interest, is a fraud and destructive of the best good of 
humanity, both materially and mentally." 

This affirmation I deny; and to prove first that interest is 
not a '' fraud," with your permission, Mr. Morrison, I will 
appeal to our standard authorities which you now recog- 
nize. Webster says:.' Fraud. Guile, disguise, deceit, de- 
ception, trick; artifice by which the rights of another are 
injured; a stratagem intended to obtain some undue advan- 
tage; an attempt to gain or obtain an advantage over another 
by imposition or immoral means—particularly deception in 
contracts either by stating falsehood or.suppress- 
ing truth.” : 2 

In every atate in the Union the legal rate of interest is 
established by law, which is fully understood by the entire 
business community. So plain is this fact that every school- 
boy of ordinary intelligence knows the legal rate of interest 
in his own state; and nearly every person who is eld 
enough to transact any commercial business is aware of the 
fact that parties may legally contract at any rate of interest 
not exceeding that established by law, as they may agree ; 
hencé there is no fraud in simple interest when the contract 
ig otherwise just, and is well understood by both parties 
before its execution. There can be no fraud in interest 
when there js no deception, no guile, no trick, no imposi- 
tion, no falsehood, or suppression of the truth. Aside from 
the moral aspect of the question, however, we cannot lose 
Bight of the inherent or natural laws of finance any more 
than we can ignore the law of gravitation. In scientific 
research we often find ourselves obliged to abandon imagi- 
nary principles and to consider the real or natural laws as 
they exist. We must grapple with the facts as they are, not 
always as we imagine they ought to be. Water will run 
down hill in obedience to the law of gravitation, irrespective 
of the good or evil it may produce ; and labor—or capital, 
the product of labor—wi'] always command a price if sold, 
or hire, if loaned, despite of all government laws to the 
contrary. The old adage, ‘‘ A bird in the hand is worth two 
in the bush," may be very far from the truth, yet I believe 
all will concede that any valuable commodity is worth more 
in the hand to-day than the mere promise to deliver said 
commodity at some future time, This difference is the 
natural interest, the measure or amount of which is always 
eontrolled by surrounding circumstances. When an unjust 
price is agreed upon, the fault lies with the contracting 
parties, not in the inherent law of finance. . 

When a man eats too much wholesome food and becomes 
sick in consequence, we do not find fault with the laws of 
digestion, nor do we desire to repeal the ‘‘ acts” of his stom- 
ach, but we condemn the individual for his gluttoay. 

When people make bad bargains and contract to pay 
more for a loan than it is worth to them, no one will deny 
there is an apparent injustice ; so it is when they make the 
same mistakes and pay too much principal for labor, or any 
commodity, but no human law can be made to regulate 
commercial transactions so equitably as to fully protect 
every person from the evil effect of bad judgment. - The 
capitalist could not loan for profit unless there were persons 
willing to borrow. But why do people borrow? Simply 
because they believe it will be to their advantage to do so, 
and men loan their capital for the same reason. It is large- 
ly the inducement for gain that creates them both. So long 
as we can anticipate to-day the product of future labor by 
borrowing, we realize at once an advantage which is every- 
where recognized and is measured by a price. This advan- 
tage or price stimulates people to loan. 

If it were possible to abrogate all law for the collection 
of interest and to practically annul or suspend the natural 
law of increase to the lender, we should nearly all seek to 
become borrowers at once, with very few among us willing 
toloan. " 

Every person would soon try to get in debt and to defer 
the payment thereof as long as possible. There would be 
no incentive to discharge existing obligations, but every 
inducement to create new ones. The desire to create prop- 
erty beyond our immediate demands would soon fade away. 
All income from trust estates left by industrious hands for 
the protection of innocent and helpless children would cease; 
all endowment funds for the support of colleges, asylums, 
hospitals, and other charitable institutions would become 
inactive and unproductive. The sged and decrepit who had 
secured a competency by a long life of industry, temper- 
ance, and economy would lose the earnings of their entire 
estates. 

All savings banks and life insurance companies would 


cease to exist, and millions of helpless people who are now 
protected by these combinations of capital would soon be 
thrown upon the cold charity of a selfish, shiftless world. 


Joun W. TRUESDELL. 
Syracuse, A, Y., Feb. 28, 1880. 


Show Your Colors. 


To TAE EDITOR o» TSE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: It has 
been truly said that a man cannot serve two masters, and 
never was this more pertinently true than in the case of the 
National Liberal League and the American Liberal Union. 
No man can belong to, much less be an officer in, both of 
these organizations and retain self-respect, much less the re- 
spect of ciearseeing and candor-loving men and women. 
Oa the 12th day of December, 1879, the directors of the) 
National Liberal League of America unanimously adopted 
the following, among other resolutions : 


Voted, That, in the judgment of the Board, the name 
National Liberal League has become so widely and inju- 
riously associated in the public mind with attempts to repeal 
the postal law prohibiting the circulation of obscene litera- 
ture by mail—with the active propagandism of demoraliz- 
ing and licentious social theories—and with the support of 
officials and other public representatives who are on good 


| grounds believed to have been guilty of gross immoralities, 


that it has been thereby unfitted for use by any organization 
oe the support of the friends of ‘‘ natural mo- 
rality.” 


Voted, That for this reason the Directors of the National 


| Liberal League of America recommend that the name of 
i this organization be changed to American Liberal Union, 


and they respectfully submit this reeommendation to their 
constituent Auxiliary Liberal Leagues for consideration ang 
action. . 


A copy of these resolutions was sent to each of the Vice- 
Presidents of the National Liberal League of America, and 
the Indes publishes replies from several of them. From 
these replies we learn that six gentlemen whose names ap- 
pear in the published report of the Cincinnati Express as 
Vice-Presidents of the National Liberal League indorse, 
wholiy or in part, the above slanderous resolutions. Two 
of them, Mr, Samuel L. Hill and Mr. Robert Collyer, hav 
requested that their names be dropped from the list of 
Vice-Presidents of the National Liberal League. This was 
manly. No man can indorse the quoted resolution and 
honorably remain an officer or a member of the maligned 
League. Will Messrs. Felsenthal, Pott, Holmes, and Wise 
also come out manfully and sever their connection with an 
organization upon which the Board of Directors of their 
League heap such opprobrious epithets ? i 

On the other hand, Col. Ingersoll, Dr. T. L. Brown, and 
the Hon. R. 8. McCormick, all supposed to be friendly 
to the National Liberal League, are still claimed and paraded 
a8 Vice-Presidents of the malcontent organization. Show 
your colors, friends. The members of the Executive Com- 
mittee for Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Maine, Maryland, 
Minnesota, Nevada, North Carolina, Texas, and Virginia 
are the same in the organizations. *' Under which king,” 
comrades, fellow-members of the Executive Committee ? 
Do you believe, gentlemen, that “The National Liberal 
League obeys the will of men whose purposes are a8 vicious 
and selfish as their policy is ruinous to the League’s origi- 
nal objects?” Do you believe that ‘‘there is not a more 
corrupt set of men anywhere than the ring which now con- 
trols the National Liberal League ?" So asserts the man who 
is President of the seceding organization, of which you are 
still published as Executive Committee. Ifhe tells the truth 
you cannot honorably remain in the National Liberal 
League ; if he does not you cannot honorably remain in his 
organization, Where do you stand gentlemen? Are you 
for us or for our unscrupulous enemies and slanderers ? 
Show your colors, now, : 

I would ask Mr. Abbot why he retains the name of W. E. 
Copeland as member of the Executive Committee for Ne- 
braska ? Is that gentleman supposed to hav any sympathy 
with the little knot of purists who run the American Lib- 
eral League? lt cannot be. Is ‘‘ A Member of the Liberal 
League," who writes from Parkersburg, W. Va., the mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee of the National Liberal 
League for the state, James Hutchinson, Esq.? Don’t be 
afraid to sign your name, man! All that you can say, 
whoever you are, against D. M. Bennett, will not alienate 
from him a single true man or woman. He and his friends 
are as pure and true men and women as there are in this 
land to-day. 'They know their rights, and, knowing, dare 
maintain them. You may howl about the ‘‘ pernicious doc- 
trines of Heywood’s infamous pamphlet" until you are 
hoarse.; it will avail you nothing. The more you abuse it 
the better it will sell, and the more its teachings will be 
accepted by thoughtful men and earnest women. It is the 
ax laid at the root of the tree of evil, and it will demolish 
“ Christian morality " so sure as the tendency of the race is 
upward and onward. 

The Index quotes the New York Independent as saying: 
* Why, Christianity, with all its motives and pledges, has 
hard work to keep upa fair average of membership, even 
though its churches are, like Mr. Abbot’s new League, a 
picked secession from the ungodly world." §o0, sof And 
I imagine that “Mr. Abbot’s new League” will not fare 
much better than the church. ‘‘ This new League has come 
out from the other as the churches come out from the 
world." Pre-cise-ly. ‘‘Its members are a ‘peculiar peo- 
ple,’ selected, like the members of the church, on moral 
grounds.” And it was a case of self-selection in both 
instances. How very moral we are, to be sure! ‘‘ We 
commend to them the fight which they hav on their hands 
against immorality, and we pledge them the hearty sympa- 
thy of our similar secession.” How acceptable such ‘‘ sym- 

athy^ must be to little Francis! A few years ago how 
logically Mr. Abbot would hav proved that the church was 
not a ‘‘moral secession,” but a creedal organization, and 
that Romanism was genuine Christianity! Verily, verily, 
when a man sets out to execute the crawfish walk, he is very 
apt to back into some strange company. The Independent 
continues : 

‘6 We hope that with what motives they can muster they 
will not ‘go into retreat,’ nor ‘do nothing,’ but will fight 


| the good fight of works while we are fighting the good fight 


of faith.” 

I take it that in thia article from the Jndependent, and in a 
similar one from the Ohristian Statesman, published in the 
same issue of the Zndez, we hav the publication of the 
banns of a proposed matrimonial alliance between the 
Christian church and the American Liberal Union. It is 
about time that such a step was taken, for they hav been 
holding illicit relations for so long that people begin to 
dread the consequences. Blessings upon their union! They 
seem to be very well adapted to each other. 

It seems to me that that was a very large “5,000.” Is 
there a reader of THE TRUTH SEEKER Who has not received 
one or more copies of that ‘‘extra” Index? I received 
three copies, and hav neither seen nor heard from a single 
person who was then a subscriber to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
who was not similarly favored. How did the ‘‘ moral” 
editor get all the names ? . ' 

In conclusion let me say to the friends of justice and 
freedom, Show your colors! Rebuke the traitors and the 
cowards who would deliver us, bound hand and foot, into 
the hands of the enemies of equal rights! Work for the 
National Liberal League! Stand by Taz Trura SEEKER 
and the Investigator, which hav stood so nobly by the 
oppressed and for liberty! Hold up the hands of the 


martyr-heroes, Heywood and Bennett! Work! work! 
Scatter the seeds of truth! Awaken the land ! 
E. C. WALKER. 


i S 
Revival of the Reputation of Paine. 


To rae Eprvor or Tus Turta SEEKEB, Sir: With 
all the foolhardy ventures church power is making on well- 
recognized individual liberty, progress of the recent past is 
apparent, not only in celebrations to the honor of Paine, 
and a wide call for his productious, but in the tone of slan- 
ders by which people of many nations were prejudiced 
against him. The scenes of spite and rage manifest twenty 
years ago, on & favorable mention of his name, would not 
be risked now by those who see the active means to render 
justice. And, take note, this change comes of Taz 'TRuTH 
SSEEER and its coadjutors’ efforts to rescue truth and arrest 
the course of falsehood. , 

At a Fourth of July celebration at Norwich, N. Y., in 
1858, a banquet was spread, at which toasts formed the 
literary feature. My brother, Edwin A. Tillotson, gave 
“Thomas Paine," and before he could repeat the com- 
mendation, clergymen roared, ‘‘ Too late to dig up the 
ashes of Tom Paine,” bigots hurled burning cigars by 
scores at his head, and those dazed with rum, cried, ‘ Put 
him down!” It was all I could do to keep the tobacco 
brands from wrath’s eternal fires from burning the hair and 
face of love’s serene apostle. 

Here is the toast: ‘‘ Thomas Paine, the patriot author of 
the Revolution ; the paper bullets of his brain routed loy- 
alty to kings from the breasts of Americans, a victory un- 
derlying the triumphs of Washington. Honor to whom 


honor is due.” Many E. TiLLOTBON. 
———— —9——9— ————— 


** Good Lord, Deliver Us.” 


Did you go to church the other day and see the old bishop 
decorated in his holy robes ? Aaron used to hav a pair of 
holy breeches, but the good Lord without doubt is trying 
to keep up with the times, so he has substituted the bishop’s 
present regalia in place of the holy breeches of old. 

The holy man sets the pattern by rolling his eyes heaven- 
ward and saying, ‘‘ Good Lord, deliver us!” Then the whole 
congregation respond by saying, ' Good Lord, deliver us!" 
And while they were talkiug there was also a poor Irish 
mother hugging her starving little child to her breast, say- 
ing, '* Good Lord, deliver us! Deliver me and my innocent 
little child from starvation !” l 

But did the Lord comply with her request ? No! The 


'poor mother lingered on, on and on, until she became & 


Bkeleton ; and at last, when her strength could sustain her 
emaciated form no longer, she sank to the floor and died, 
whilst her quivering lips were stil trying to articulate, 
** Good Lord, deliver us!” And even now, at this very mo- 
ment, there are thousands of poor, pitiable creatures in Ire- 
land who are starving to death for the want of food. 

If the ** good Lord” will refuse the petitions of the starv- 
ing, how can it be expected that he will listen to the peti- 
tions of the rich ? In my judgment, it requires a good deal 
of cheek for & man or a woman whose purse and larder are 
well filled to get up before an intelligent audience and ask 
the good Lord to deliver them. 1f the Lord is in the deliv- 
ering business, he can just at this timé find plenty to do 
among the unfortunate colored people of Kansas, or among 
the starving thousands of Her Majesty’s subjects in Ireland. 
I wonder if Victoria, in her responses, says it with a good 
deal of fervor? It seems to me that if I were she I would 
iely less on the ‘‘good Lord” and go into the delivering 
business myself. I understand that she has given to the 
Relief Fund but a single day's income to feed her starving 
slaves. I think she might hav gone one day better, in con- 
sideration of the fact that she prides herself ou being the : 
head of a Christian goverament. 

The skin of a baked potato to a starving mother is worth 
more than all of the utterances of ** Good Lord, deliver us” 
that were ever uttered by the whole human family. 

Then, instead of paying the priest for repeating such 
twaddle and nonsense, let men with their money pay for 
potatoes for the starving, and they will hav done much bet- 
ter than they now do by paying the priest for his useless 
** Good Lord, deliver us |" Prayer never yet raised a peck 
of potatoes, and it never will. A man may pray and praise 
God every day in his life, but if he wants any potatoes he 
must plant and dig, His neighbor msy curse God every day 
of hislife, and he can raise just as good potatoes, and as 
many in a hill, if he will plant and dig, as cau his godly 
neighbor. And the starving, if he wants potatoes, must 
rely on man if he wants relief. M. Bascocx. 


At. Johns, Mich., Feb. 29, 1880. 
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(Continued from page 165.) 
ligence, civilization, scientific knowledge, art, literature, or ; 
morals, They were Crude semi-barbarians; and there is: 
not to-day, in any part of the little territory they occupied, 
a rock, a stone, or one single proof of their having excelled 
in architecture, sculpture, monument building, or anything 
of the kind; while in Egypt, Persia, and my own country 
there are remains of this kind which are far older than the 
time when the Jews lived in Palestine, and the same will 
continue thousands of years longer as enduring proofs of 
the ancient intelligence and enterprise of those nations. 
This mere handful of people who occupied that small tract 
of country were all of the inhabitants of the earth who 
knew anything about their tuteiar deity or cared anything 


about him; and he showed equally as much indifference 
towards other nations as he did toward his own little family. 
He showed not the slightest amount of love, kindness, 
sympathy, or patience for anybody except the Jews, and he 
seemed to want to exterminate them to the extent of his 
ability. It looks very singular how such an obscure, con- 
tracted, neighborhood god could be the creator of the 
universe and the father of all the nations of the earth, It 
is a problem difficult to solve, — . 

* Asa closing remark, I wish to say that I cannot see 
that there are any better proofs of his amiable character, of 
his goodness to mankind, and even of his existence, than is 
possessed by the rest of us, I certainly think there are 
stronger proofs that Ihave really existed than he can pro- 
duce of his existence, and that more goodness pertained to 
my system of instruction and laws than his. There are no 

- better proofs of his existence and of his almighty power 
than of either one of you here present. Somebody said you 
had an existence, that you created the universe, that you 
had revealed your will to men, and that many of you sent 
them a-code of laws and injunctions, and that is all that 
can be eaid of him. All that anybody knows of him is 
what somebody said, who knew just as much about him es 
those to whom it was told. You a)l stand on the same 
ground in this respect. My friends, I thank you for your 
patience. I will trouble you no longer.’ 

** Ag soon a8 this speaker had taken his seat there was an 
Xmmense clapping of hands, stamping of feet, and cries of 
‘Hear! Hear! Bravo! Bravol' etc. The entire concourse 
seemed thoroughly pleased with what this vigorous god 


‘This speaker,” continued Mercury, ‘‘ made a very favor- 
able impression upon the audience, and he was warmly 
applauded. Many pleasant, smiling faces were turned 
towards him. Even his father seemed to feel much better 
for what the son had said, and a good feeling prevailed all 
around, ` 

“ At this point Mithra of Persia arose, in a graceful man- 
ner for one so ancient, and said he felt that a due amount 
of gallantry had not been extended to the ladies—the god. 
desses—and for one he would be pleased to hear from them. 
All the gods joined in applause. The goddesses, who were 
principally sitting in à body by themselves, seemed, to be 
pleased with this mark of attention and remembrance, and 
whispered a few minutes among themselves, when Isis, of 
Egypt, arose with a good deal of queenly dignity, and, with 
a smile upon her face, said that she and her sisters wished 
to return thanks for the courtesy just shown them, and to 
assure the brethren that they had taken more pleasure in lis- 
tening than they would have done in speaking. They had 
all been deeply interested in what they had heard, and 
heartily sympathized with it, Doubtless many of them 
would cheerfully add their own thought to what the lords 
had said, but as the time was now so far advanced, as many 
of them had a long distance to go, avd some little matters 
to attend to when they got home, she thought they would 
all beg to be excused from speaking. She turned to the 
goddesses and said: ‘Sisters, if this is the way you feel in 
the matter, please manifest it by saying Aye.' 

** The clear, shrill ‘Aye’ which immediately followed was 
very audible, and not at all unpleasant. A good feeling was 
manifest.- : 

* At this juncture Jahveh arose, looking more pleasant 
than at any other time during the meeting, and said if he 
had made any hasty remarks he hoped the convention 
would excuse him. A hearty ‘Aye, aye’ rang round the 
entire audience, He said further he could not deny the 
strictures that had keen made by the gentleman from India, 
and that he would endeavor to profit by them. He then 
remarked that the day was getting too far spent to further 


consider at this time the object for which the convention 


was called, and he wished to make a motion that the Chair 
appoint a committee of five, three gods and two goddesses, 
to take the subject in charge and consider the propriety of 
calling the convention together again three weeks from that 


from India had spoken. As soon as the tumu't was over 
the representative from Palestine was on his feet, but 
benignity and amiability were not visible in his counte- 
nance; perturbation and impatience were easily perceived. 
He turned his face towards Jesus, who was sitting a few 
feet to his left, and, with a slight tremor in his voice, 
addressed him thus: ‘My son, can you not say something 
in my behalf? You see how this assembly seem opposed to 
me.’ The Nezarene exhibited a slight degree of reluctance 
to being called out, but nevertheless slowly arose and cast 
his eyes from one to another, as though in painful medita- 
tion, when he spoke as follows: . 

** * My compeers of the celestial spheres, I did not propose 
to have anything to say on this occasion, as I come far more 
intent to hear than to be beard. I cannot help feeling re- 
gretful that the discussion has taken the turn it has. I 
would much have preferred perfect harmony, both in senti- 
ment and expression. I can say I have.no ill-will toward 
&ny one present, or in fact toward & single being anywhere 
else. If I know myself I feel a spirit of kindness toward 
all living beings. As regards the position my father has 
taken, I must say I do not quite approve of it. I could 
wish he had shown more amiability and complaisance 
toward you all; but I hope you will attribute it.to the true 
sourcc—his natural disposition, I wish to cast no reflections 
upon any of you, or to detract from the merits you possess. 
We are all just what we are, and our Characters and quali- 
tics, as has been remarked, are cue to the source whence we 
obtained our existence. I do not wish to dwell, upon this 
point. 

*** When I was performing my mission work on the earth 
some eighteen hundred and fifty years ago, I made it a 
special point to say all I could in favor of my paternal rela- 
tive, I felt full of love and kindness to all beings, and I 
fully believed he possessed the same disposition. Having 
this conviction strongly implanted in my mind, I did not 
hesitate to say publicly and privately that my heavenly 
father was all love, goodness, and kindness. I felt as 
though I could not say too much in that direction, and 
expressed the conviction on all suitable occasiond. If I 
misstated the facts I sincerely regret it, and I have some- 
times thought tliat the reoord does not bear me out in what 
I did say of him, I feel the force of what the last speaker 
said, and cannot refute a word we have heard from him. I 
could even wish that the record of my father’s past career 
was somewhat different from what it is; but wishing in this 
instance and most others is without avail. The inevitable 
must always be accepted, and should be done with the best 
grace possible. I have felt charitable toward him, and have 
readily overlooked his natural disposition. 1 have sided 


him all I could, and 1 flatter myself that I have introduced |. 


him into many Countries and to many peoples who would 
net otherwise have known much about him. I feel positive 
he has an immensely larger following for my efforts than he 
otherwise would have had. I am glad of this, and feel that 
I have thereby discharged a filial duty which I cannot 
regret, : 

“<I will frankly say to you on the subject of gods that I 
think the world has had fartoo many of them. If they had 
had fewer gods, less feslty to bestow upon them, and more 
love for one another, with an active disposition to do all in 
heir power and make each other hsppy—less divinity and 
more humanity—I believe the world would have been much 
the better for it. Much could be said upon this subject, but 
the hour is getting late, you are becoming weary, and I 
Will net detain you with further remark at this time,’ 


date if they saw fit to doso. Apollo, of Greece, seconded 
the motion. Indra then put the question by ‘ rising vote.’ 
The motion was adopted by about seventy-five majority ; 
the small gods, the ‘‘tag-rag and bobtail,” carrying the 
question ; the big gods mostly voting the other way. The 
Chair then appointed the committee as follows: Chair- 
man, Jahveh, of Palestine; Thor, of Scandinavia; Mercury, 
of Greece; Astarte, of Babylon, and Minerva, of Greece 
and Rome. The appointments were satisfactory, and the 
convention adjourned. After another general hand-shaking 
all around, the gods and goddesses left in national compa- 


‘nies for their respective places of abode. 


** Now," continued Mercury," as soon as I had finished a 
draft of the notes I took of the proceedings, I came to see 
you, Bennett, and let you know what we have done.” 

“Tam very much obliged to you," I rejoined, “for your 
kindness, and for your very interesting recital, I hav been 
highly interested by it.” 

“ Now,” said he hurriedly,” it is getting late, and 1 must 
return to the heavenly spheres. How does the matter strike 
you? and what do you think you will do about your book ?" 

'* Well,” said I, ‘‘ as the general sentiment in heaven is 
in favor of my going ahead, and as I believe it agrees with 
what my friends on earth feel about it, I shall go ahead and 
get the book out as soon as I reasonably can.” 

“ Good enough for you," said be; “I glory in your 
spunk, and I don't think any very strong opposition will be 
made against you from the upper regions. You certainly 
will have none fron: me. Now I mustgo, Good night! 
I shall try to see you again later.” 

Then I saw him no more. .In the morning I had a clear 
recollection of what I had heard from my visitor, and the 
remembrance was Pleasant, I have thought it over a good 
deal since, and have about concluded that I have had a 
remarkable dream. 

In the mean time I am drawing my book to a close, and 
I trust it will be out in due time. I think I shall be able to 
supply all with copies who desire. Please send in your 
orders, 80 we may know how many to print. 

Sincerely your friend, D. M. BENNETT. 


Honor to Mr. Bennett. 


The sentence of the editor of THE TRUTH SEERER expires 
the last of April, then, unless Hayes pardons him (which 
there is little likelihood of his doing), he will return to his 
friends and business, The Defense Association, feeling that 
his advent into freedom should be signalized by a demon- 
stration of joy, and wishing to hav the festivities properly 
prepared, issued the following card : 


doned by the President, Mr. D. M, Bennett's term of im- 
prisonment will expire on the 29th of April. It is the desire 
of many of his friends to giv him a reception which shall 
distinguish a brave martyr to free press apd free speech 
irom & common Criminal who may hav been justly incarcer- 
ated. A meeting to take this matter into consideration will 
take place at 120 Lexington avenue, corner E, 28th street, 
New York, on Monday evening, March 8th, at 8 o'clock, 
Will you kindly favor the meeting with your presence ? 
Please bring this card with you and present it at the door, 
B Foots, JR., M.D., 
. Secretary National Defense Association. 
By order of the Association. 


In response about fifty friends gathered in the spacious 
and elegant rooms of Dr. Foote. Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
called the assemblage to order, and T. C. Leland was chosen 
Chairman, Short speeches were made by several gentlomen, 


To THE Friends or Mr, D. M. BENNETT: If not par-|$ 


many plans were put forward, and Dr. Foote, Sr., Ingersoll 
Lockwood, Daniel E, Ryan, M. Reiman, and T, C. Leland 
were elected & committee to arrange the reception, with 
power to add to their number and act in the matter. Ag . 
soon as the committee decide upon their action they will 
report. As there will necessarily be expenses attending the 
reception, a paper was passed around and the following- 
named persons subscribed the sums set opposite their names: 


E. B, Foote, Sen., M.D.....-.-.........00. $10 00 
T, B. Wakeman.................. RUNE . 1000 
Daniel E. Ryan..................ee esee 10 00 
Edward Searing.................. Leser. 10 00 
J. GO; Jones. ..2: o ec RI YR LS TEX 10 00 
Edwin B Stimpson.............. EEES 10 00 
Ingersoll Lockwood................. - 5 00 
T. R. Kinget, M.D........ : 5 00 
Chas. Winterburn, M.D................... 5 00 
Henry A, Stone...-.-.... 02. ce cece eee 5 00 
Frank Tompkins......................... 5 00 
A. V. Hendricks, Jr................. sus. 5 00 
James Mitchell.............. ——— 500 
J. E. Baum......... deerkeeva Ga OS eka . 500 
T.C. Lelandin ois 055:5 sae satin eit REVO SES 5 00. 
Edward Chamberlain..................... 5 00 
Robert Blackmore.................00008- . 300 
Samuel Heath.............-. 0. cece ee eueee 8 00 
Ray Chapman........... s... sce ee nee e eee 3 00 
W. R Cameron.......... 2... eee eee ee. 800 
8. Berendsohn, ................ Viste eee die wes 300 
John A. Lant......-......ee- qe S 2 50 
Anna Knoop (paid).............. ee eee eee 2 00 
George Tharp...0......... 0. cece eee eee 2 00 
Wm. E. Scott... cece tee eee eens 200 
A’ Gi Paine... oor ere Ex sais elses 2 00 
Julius Reichhelm................. Vui 2 00 
Chas. Wagner.......... een 2 00 
T. B. Lesle.. 9 e erar 2 00 
E. Gestinegu...... lees nnn 2 00 
Caleb 8. Weeks....... 6.0.0... cece cece eee 200 
Hugh B. Brown.......0... cess cece eens .. 200 
A Prien ites sd vce sree ss ote vd nee a Ets 100 


The greatest enthusiasm prevailed, and Mr. Bennett will 
receive a hearty welcome back to his home, We regret that 
we hav not room to report the speeches, which were excel- 
lent and stirring, but must be content with giving the busi-. 
ness. The meeting adjourned at a late hour, subject to call 
of the chairman, 

— ee 
Acknowledgment. 


The following sums hav been received since our last list. 
was printed. The generous friends will please accept the 
sincerest thanks of Mr. Bennett and all connected with THE 


TRUTH SEEKER. 
PARTON FUND. 


Mrs. M. A. Townsend, 50 cents ; Lucy N. Colman, $2; 
John Tindall, 50 cents ; W. J. Dean, $1 ; Leroy Dutton, $10; 
E. W, Pike, $10; M. J. Dean, $1; S. M. Travis, $2 ; C. 
Fannie Allyn, $1.25 ; Mrs, M. A, Townsend, 50 cents ; Wm. 
R. Davis, $1 ; E. W. Pike, $10; W. F. Williams, $2 ; Wm. 
Dudgeon, $5 ; R. H. Swartz, 50 c ; B. F. Haldeman, 50 c ; 
A. J. Hauck, 50 c; L. F. Haldeman, 50c ; D, R. Christian, 
50c; Wm. J. Burne, 50c;; Louis Black, $1; Geo. Brown, 
$2; A. C. B:one, 15 c ; Leroy Dutton, $10; E. W, Pike, 
$10; James Sims, 50 c. i 
DEFENSE FUND. 


J. Cosgrove, $2; Mrs. Elisha Hyatt, $4; J. Schuh, $1; 
E. Rhein, $1 : A. Larsen, $10; Wm. Duageon, $5; S. D. 
Makpeace, $2; C. A. Straunck, $1; F. Hopkins, $1; Sam. 
Firtn, $1; Sabin Scott, $2; Thos. L.. Jackson, $2; S. J. 
Knowles, $1; John A. Just, $5; Jason Kirk, 50 c ; Millie 
Newkirk, 70 c ; M, W. St. Jobn, $1.10 ; Robt, Seaver, $6; 
Peter Clark, $2 ; Geo. Lynn, $1; A. G. Graham, 506 ; L. 
K. 50; H. L. Wright, $2 ; J. J. Taylor, $2 ; C. Bliven, $5; 
W. S. Gillian, $2: John Lynch, $2; Mary A. Haley, $1; 
Oliver Gardner, $2 ; D. McCovey, $5; A. Gregory, 6 c ; M, 
K. Burr, $1; Jona Tindall, 50 c; .F. N. Albright, $12.50 ; 
Jos. Bradbury, $1; A. J. Barr, $1 ; G. Cretons, $1; O. W. 
Bowser, 50 c ; M. Hackett, 50 c ; J. R. Martin, 25 c ; J. B, 
Kerrick, 50 c; James Evtiot, 50c; W. H. Geonegan, $2; 
R. B. Ewing, $6; R. 8. Kelso, 25 e ; Mr. Muff, $5; E. L. 
Sandford, 50 e; J. Simmons, $2 ; W, 8. Gillian, $1.50 ; R. 
H. Schwartz, $1; Juhn Brown, $1; Harvey Howes, $2.25; 
A. V. H., $10; Fred. Busch, $1; A. Lohry, 50c ; G. Ram- 
sey, 50c; W. G. Eimer, $1; J. W. Springfield, $2; A. F. 
D. Raymond, $3 ; V. T. H. Wilson, $2; B. F. Haldeman. 
$1; Jos. Frankowski, 50 c; Jos. G. Fish, $2; S. D. Mer- 
nl $2; Mrs. Eliza Hyatt, $2 ; John Tindall, 25 c ; Dan’l. 
Mclntyre, $1; Wm. Geohegan, $7:25 ; J. Schwa, $1; Mrs. 
Ljüdeli, $1 ; Sabin Scott, $2; D. Osborn, $1; Win. Kin 
sella, $4; Fred. Haining, $1; Thos. Freyer, $5; Wm" 
Freyer, 50 c ; Jos. Holbrook, $1; Jacob Sarenson, 50 c ; Le 
Larsen, 50 c ; A. Larsen, $1.50 ; Mrs, M., 50 c; L. M. Hol- 
brook, 50 c ; Mrs. Wm. Raynor, $1; E P. Hurd, $2; J- 
L. Tompkins, $1; J. Schuh. $1; Ed. Stone, $1; 4G. G* 
Briggs, $21.50; L. Guernev, $5; S. J. Knowles, $1 ; Mrs. 
L, ©. Parker, $2 ; D. VanValkenburg, $1; C. Leimiere, $2. 
J. Schink, $2; A. Van Deusen, $5; John Tindall, $1; 
Robert Gunther, $7; Joseph Huntzinger, 50 c; William 
Rhein, $1; William Geohegan, $1; M. E. Lewis, $1; Thos, 
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Prof. Rawson Sick. 


We regret to announce that Prof. Rawson, Secretary of 
the League, is prostrated with gastric fever. He has not 
been out for three weeks. He hopes his correspondents 
will hav patience a few days longer, when he will be able 
to reply to their favors. 

— te — 

THE friend who sent us Charles Stephenson’s beautiful 
poem, on the “Efficacy of Prayer,” with the request to 
republish, is informed that it originally appeared in Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER. It was about the last poem our friend 
wrote before his death. He-was a poet of no mean preten- 
sions, and his “ Cuban Martyrg" contains many beautifully 
expressed Liberal sentiments, is 


. March 2d. We wish her success in the field she has chosen. 


To THE EDITOR or Taz Inpex: When a logician mounts 


.. action on the question of repeal, but has publicly called for 
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** SUPERSTITION ; the Religion of Believe or be Damned,” 
is the title of M. Babeock's open letter to the St. John’s 
School Board. . it contains a picture of ‘*Theology at 
Work,” and one of the Jewish Jehovah. It is written in 
Mr. Babcock’s well-known forcible style that has delighted 
so many of our readers, and is crammed with facts and 
arguments, The “Catechism” is alone worth more than 
the price of the work. It was originally intended to pub- 
lish it for 15 cents, but the author had too much valuable 
matter on hand, and we were forced to put it at 25 cents, or 
five for a dollar. We shall be pleased to send it to all our 
friends. 


‘*infamous profits hav been cut down,” they are still indict- 
able at common law in state courts; and the Indez, as a good 
citizen, should at least send their names to the proper pros- 
ecuting officer for the use of a grand jury. 

The only approach to a specific, manly, and tangible 
charge which the Index makes is in quoting from, ‘‘an 
influential New York paper,” the name and date of which 
it does not giv, a paragraph on the then ‘‘ recent discovery 
of the body of a murdered girl ina trunk at Lynn." The 
writer alleges that this discovery “brought to light the 
terribly significant fact that over six hundred women, some 
married, some single, are recently missing from their homes 
within a not very large geographical province, of which 
Boston may be regarded asa center. Most of them were 
believed by their friends to hav given themselves up to a 
life of shame.” Admitting the statistical accuracy of this 
writer, which is not easy to do without seeing a list of these 
six hundred women, it by no means follows that his next 
sentence is credible, He goes on to say, '' This is the terri- 
ble fruitage of such seed as Heywood and Bennett are 
sowing,” 

Here we hav something tangible—something to exercise 
our reason and common sense upon; not an unincorporated 
association which cannot sue or be sued, but two individual 
persons who can be indicted and punished, and who, if 
falsely charged with having made profits out of an infamous 
and illegal business, by a party pecuniarily responsible, can 
gue and recover damages. The writer in ‘‘ the influential 
New York paper,” however, does not charge them with 
anything but sowing seed, which is not actionable. The 
Index escapes liability to a libel suit by not naming these 
parties as among the parties who hav made profits by an 
infamous business. Whatever its disposition may hav been, 
it did not quite hav the courage to say thst Heywood and 
Bennett hav made profits out of an infamous business. It 
lugs in a paragraph from a nameless editor, who alleges 
before a credulous public that &.**murdered girl in a trunk ” 
and ‘‘six hundred women " gone astray are ‘‘the fruitage of 
such seed as Heywood and Bennett are sowing.” Does the 
Index indorse this figure of speech and expect us to swallow 
it whole? It knows, or ought to know, that on the little 
pamphlet for which Heywood and Bennett were unright- 
eously, and to the eternal disgrace of the United States 
judiciary, imprisoned, neither of them would ever hav made 
a cent of profit but for the absurd prosecution, which was 
the natural consequence of the ridiculous and unconstitu- 
tional: legislation. Possibly the fruitage of six hundred 
and one ruined women, admitting that they were ruined, 
all came from the extra seed sown by means of that very 
unprofitable liar, Anthony Comstock, But, in the matter 


Our friend, Mrs. Henrietta L. Buckner, graduated from 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Keokuk, Iowa, 


[From the Index 
Anti-Liberty Logic. 


a figure of speech his own Jegs become useless. -He may 
ride into his own camp or that of the enemy, according to 
the nature of the animal under him. There never was a better 
illustration of this general principle than the little argument 
which the Index of February 12th puts forth against thoge 
members of the National Liberal League who are in favor of 
the total repeal of the Postal laws which exclude certain 
publications from the national mails. The Index cannot 
but be aware that the National League, as such, has taken no 


the impartial execution of the law. Yet it shamelessly 
persists in accusing the League, as a body, of seeking the 
repeal of the law for the very purpose of promoting the 
Circulation of corrupt literature. It has not offered, and 
cannot offer, one particular of proof that any single member 
of the National League geeks the repeal of the law for that 
purpose, or that its repeal would hav any such result. It 
seeks to form a union of Liberals and others, who shall be 
unanimously opposed to the repeal, and yet in favor of the 
perfect secularity of the state. The National Liberal 
League wishes it all possible success; but it cannot expel 
from its membership men and women who conscientiousiy 
believe that the Colgate and Comstock law is unjust, uncon- 
stitutional, ridiculous, hypocritical, and dangerous to 
American liberty; that it is in fact a priestly usurpation, a 
disgrace to national legislation, and in its execution hitherto 
a proof of judicial corruption. : 

The little argument of the Indew, on which its anti. 
repeal movement is to proceed harmoniously with Howard 


Crosby and Joseph Cook, is as follows (I quote heading and 


al): i 


THE LOGIC oF ''REPEAL," AS ILLUSTRATED BY THE 


NATIONAL LIBERAL LEAGUE. 
Resolved, That we are in favor of destroying the dams. 


Resolved, That we are totally opposed to the rush of the 


waters after the dams are destroyed. 


Resolved, That whoever says we are in favor of flooding 
the country is either a fool, a knave, or a Christian, which 


is the same thing. è 


Here are two figures of speech—a nice span—under this 
logical Ducrow. ‘‘Dams” on the near side, and ‘‘rush of 


the waters" on the off. Now, what does Ducrow mean by 
** dams ?? Does he include among them that d——d liar, 
Conistock, and that learned’ and pious justifier of lies, Rev. 
Dr. Howard Crosby? What does he mean by *''rush of the 
waters?" Not a single member of the League has sought 
to destroy any dam, except one which was built by stealth 
aix or seven years ago, and the whole strength of which has 
rested on a single liar ever since. Are there no other dams? 
lf this should break down entirely, would the ''rush of 
waters,” whatever that may be, be much worse than before? 
Well, if it would not be, then subtracting all the dams 
from the major premise except this particular dam, the 
whole syllogism becomes unobjectionable, so far as I, for 
one, am concerned. But the major premise is still false, so 
far as concerns the National Liberal League ; for it dis- 
tinctly resolved at its last Congress that it would not lift à 
finger to touch that dam. It left it go to the ‘‘ demnition 
bow-wows" by its own weight of lying and hypocrisy. 

If by the "rush of waters” the logical Duérow means 
“ dirty waters," he might hav well added *' coward ” to the 
three epithets in his third resolution. 

The same number of the Index declares that the ‘‘ Free- 
love ring which at once rules and ruins the National Liberal 
League” is pushing a new petition for repeal. This I hope is 
true. Ishould be glad to sign the petition. I believe every 
intelligent and honest man and woman will. But whether 
the ** Freelove ring” ruins the League or not, it is not true 
that it rules it. If it were true, whose fault would it be 
more than that of those who seceded before any vote was 
taken on the question of repeal? 

Here follows another sentence, ful! of logic, which c.ts 


` its own throat: 


“This persistent attempt to get rid of the on!y effective 


` statute against the sale and Circulation of matter declared to 


be criminal by the common law was first instigated, and is 
now again secretly urged forward, by parties who found 
their infamous profits cut down and their infamous business 
crippled.” " 

Common law existed before 1873. Here it is gravely 
asserted that it was ineffective. By whose fault was that? 
Did the '* Freelove ring " rule the world in all those years? 

Who are the ‘parties who found their infamous profits 
cut down and their infamous business crippled,” and are 
now “‘secreily” urging forward the petition for repeal? I 
know plenty of men and women who. are doing it openly. 
They of course are not meant. It would hav been braver 
in the Indew to hav named the parties who are doing it in 
gecret, Indeed, if it knows who they sre, and that thel 


party. Respectfully, 


strain at an ephemeral, microscopic gnat In our literature, 
while an old idolized camel is allowed free circulation iu 
every infant-school and Sabbath-school in the land to je 
swallowed whole ! Erizug Wnrianr. 
Boston, Feb. 12, 1880. 
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Mr. Parton’s Tribute and Trust. 


DEAR TRUTH SEEKER : Absence from home makes me 
late again. Better late than never. In eight weeks more 
you will see your chief again, I trust, well and joyous, a 
wiser and better man than when he left you. 

Very truly yours, — JAMES Parton, 

March 4, 1880. 
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A Gift from Mr. E. M. Davis. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir. In the 
struggle that you are masking for ''free speech, free press, 
and free mails,” I feel that I should help you, at least so 
far as to send you ten dollars, which I inclose, Keep these 
grand ideas before your readers, and Abbot will cease to 
repeat his false representations and Comstock will be put 
out of his position. 

Whilst writing it has occurred to me to ask you to publish 
the following circular letter, which appears in the National 
View of the 14th of February. Giv us your views as to the 
dastard that did what I charge, and aid me in finding out 
who did it, and then of turning him out of the Greenback 
E. M. Davis. 
205 Walnut place, Philadelphia, Pa., Mar. 5, 1880. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., 1st Mo. 26, 1880. 
Dear SIR: You name is given to me as one who was in 
"Washington on the 8th and 9th of January, at the '' Confer- 
ence” of the friends of the Greenback Labor movement. 


of seed-sowing, what is that trifling, prosaic, and unpalata- 
ble little pamphlet compared with the teaching of Christen- 
dom; that the wisest of the human race had seven hundred 
wives and three hundred concubines; that he was divinely 
inspired to write Solomon’s Song, and that God commis- 
sioned Mordecai to save bis peculiar pedple by prostituting 
his niece to an old libertine who had just divorced his wife 
because she would not submit to an abominable indignity? 
Here, in point of fact, we hav, in this boasted refuge of 
liberty, science, and civilization, an ecclesiastical usurper 
making use of corrupt politicians and subservient judges to 


To whom did Mr. De La Matyr hand the call after he had 
read it to the Conference? Can the secretaries of the Con- 
ference to whom it should hav gone tell? Can the editors 
of the National View tell who gave them the manuscript ? 
Can they or any one else tell where the manuscript or proof 
now is? 'The Greenback Labor constituency want to know 
who did this dastardly act, that he may be branded as one 
not to be trusted by honest men, Need I say that to acqui- 
esce in this theft is to sanction it, and to sanction it is to 
make our characters as black as that of the person who did 
it? What ep‘thet should we affix to the person who muti- 
lates “ our call?” I am at a loss to find words. Denis 
Kearney, now is your chance! Will you not turn your 
artillery against this dishonorable act ? Will you giv us the 
title that should encircle this man, that it may be stamped 
so indelibly on his forehead that Cain will no longer be the 
only ** marked" man among men? `’ 

I write to every member of the Conference. hoping that 
they will feel as I do, and will help me ferret out and expose 
this betrayal of a sacred trust. How much of the call was 
mutilated I do not know. Although I am asserting thefact 
that nobody but the Conference had anv right to make any 
change, Y will quote some of the words that I know were 
read by De La Matyr, and were not published. When the 
committee drew up the call for the Convention for the 9th 
of June, in Chicago, they enumerated the organizations that 
were invited to send delegates, and in the list as read to the 
Conference ‘suffrage reformers” were included. It was 
these two words that were stricken out. 

It will be no excuse for the dastard, when he creeps out 
before the public, to say, as the person who turned a rail- 
way switch just before an express train, freighted with a 
onion lives, was to pass: "It was a very little thing I 

i Ed e 

. But whether in his or your estimation it be small or large, 
the right to do it at all is the point! 

But it was not an unimportant thing, It was a serious 
thing, growing daily more serious, for there i8 nothing surer 
than this, that when in a nation over half of its citizens are 
prevented from using the right of suffrage, the rights of the 
other half are in danger. Nor was it inappropriate in a 
Conference composed of men boasting their hostilities to 
all monopolies, as it cannot be denied that the most gigantic 
monopoly in this land ia the monopoly men uphold when 
they claim that they only are the proper citizens to make 
the laws and govern the country. 

In addition to sending this paper to you, I feel it my duty 
to make its contents as public as possible. The act was a 
public insult. No private excuse, palliation, or explanation 
can be accepted. It must be publicly condemned if we 
wish to save ourselves from its repetition. To me it is as 
clear as the noonday sun that the man who committed this 
high-handed outrage would do anything to gain his ends, if 
he thought he could not be detected. 

. Never mind who it turns out to be, mark what I say: He 
is not to be trusted. I ask, with a view of knowing how 
you feel, that you respond to this by postal or letter, saying 
only what you are willing to hav published, to 
E. M. Davis, 
205 Walnut place, Philadelphia, Pa. 

P. S.—1st mo. 31.—8ince writing the foregoing, I am told 
that it is a “clique,” who got together after the call was 
read and adopted, and made the change. If this is the 
case, why go to Chicago, why hold Conventions, if we 
hav men among us without honor ? 

Papers that publish this with or without comment will - 
please send me a marked copy. D 


" D P 


ro 
Winwood Reade on the Christian God. 


The doctrine of rewards and punishments in a future state 
is comparatively modern; the authors of the Iliad, the 
authors of the Pentateuch, had no conception of a heaven 
or & hell; they knew only Hades or Scheol, where men dwelt 
as shadows, without pain, without joy; where the wicked 
ceased from troubling and the weary were at rest. The sub- 
lime conception of a single God was slowly and painfully 
attained by a few civilized people in ancient times. The idea 
that God isa being of virtue and of love hagmnot been attained 
even in the prezent day, except by a cultivated few, Such 
is the fraility of the human heart that men, even when they 
strive to imagine a perfect being, stain him with their pas- 
sions, and raise up an idol which is defective as a moral 
form. The God of this country is called a God of love; but 
it is said that he punishes the crimes and even the errors of 
a short and troubled life with torture which will have no 
end. It is not even a man which theologians create, for no 
man is quite without pity; no man, however cruel he might 
be, could bear to gaze forever on the horrors of the fire and 
the rack ; no man could listen forever to voices shrieking 
with pain, and ever crying out for mercy and forgivness. 
And if such i8 the character of the Christian God, if such is 
the idea which ia worshiped by Compassionate and culti- 
vated men, what are we to expect in a barbarous age ? The 
God of Job was a sultan of the skies, who, for a kind of 
wager, allowed a faithful servant to be tortured, like the 
;man who performed vivisection on a favorite dog, which 
licked his hand throughout the operation. The Jehogah of 
the Pentateuch was a murderer and bandit ; he rejoiced 
in offerings of human flesh. The gods of Homer were iasciv- 
ious and depraved. The gods of savages are merely savage 
chiefs. God, therefore, is an image of the mind, and tha- 
image is ennobled and purified from generation to genera- 
tion as tbe mind becomes more noble and more pure. Euro- 
peans believe in eternal punishment, partly because it has 
been taught them in their childhood and because they hav 
i never considered what it means ; partly because their im- 

aginations are sluggish, and they are unable to realize its 
| Cruelty ; and partly also, it must be feared, because they 


You are, therefore, no doubt, aware that the “‘Confer-: hav still the spirit of revenge and persecution in their 
ence" appointed a large committee to consider the questions hearts. Tae author of Job created God in the image of an 
brought before it, consisting of one delegate from each state, : oriental king, and in the Hust it is believed that all men 
all the members of the National Executive Committee, all; by nature belong to the king, and that he can do no wrong. 
the Greenback members of Congress, and some other per-: The Bedouins ot the desert abhorred incontinence as a dead- 


sons jn sympathy with the Greenback Labor organizations. 
You also know that this committee was large and its busi- 
ness important, and the Conference adjouraed over one ses- 
sion to await its action. You also know that tbe committee 
reported an address, or Call, which was read to the Confer- 
ence by Mr. De La Matyr, and adopted without dissent. 
But are you aware that that call was uot published, and that 
an important portion of it was stricken out after it was read 
aad adopted, and before it reached the public through the 
press? Buchi the fact, disgraceful as it is, In view of 
these factg I atk: 


ly ein ; but brigandage and murder were not by them con- 
sidered Crimes. In ine Ilcric period, piracy was a pro- 
fession, and vices were customs of the land. The charac- 
ter of a god is that of the people who hav made him. When, 
thereiore, I expose tbe crimes of Jehovah, I expose the de- 
fective morality of Israel ; and when I criticise the God of 
modern Europe, I criticise the defective intellects of Euro- 
peans. ‘fne reader must endeavor to bear this in mind ; 
tor though he may think that his idea of the Creatoris actu- 
ally the Creator, that belief is not shared by me.—Muriyr- 
. dom of Man, 


170 


The Truth Seeker, March 13, 1880. 


Freethought and Crime, 


[In the late discussion between Dr. J. P. Newman and 
Ingersoll Lockwood upon the subject of ‘‘ Freethought and 
Crime,” in the columns of the Hvening Post, that journal 
declined to publish the following reply of Mr. Lockwood 
to the Doctor's ‘‘ demands for proof ;"] 

It is a maxim in equity jurisprudence that he ' who asks 
for equity must do equity.” But now comes Dr. Newman 
without having made good his charge against Freethought 
in his sermon of the 9th ult. and demands proof for what 
he is pleased to term my “‘ assumptions.” In other words, 
he sets me a task that he hopes may crush me, I don’t say 
that he']] be hoist with his own petard, for that would be 
indelicate, but I do say that the spirit he'll raise will be— 
well, a very uncomfortable one to control. Inow take up 
his demands seriatim : : 

First, That Christianity is responsible for the increase of 
crime. I’ve made out my case on this point, and the bill 
must be taken pra confesso against him unless he can over- 
come the evidence adduced in this and former letters ; or, 
admitting the correctness of my figures in relation to crime 
-in Scotland and England, he will.be'forced to the conclu- 
sion that Christianity possesses no peculiar virtue or *' vital 
` force" that deters from crime, which admission will be 
quite as satisfactory to me. 

Becond, That. Christianity is without & code. of practical 
ethics. Aye, true it is. In fact I might say I know no 
book less likely to inculcate a sweet, poetic love of truth, a 
genuine respect for truth, a profound, invulnerable, and in- 
expugnable reverence for the truth, whether it pays or not, 
than the Bible. In it men and women, loved of God, de- 
ceive, lie, cheat, steal, murder, pillage, masgacre, betray, 
deny, and commit crimes not to be named in the col- 
umns of a journal founded by the pure Bryant. With rare 
exceptions, the women of the Bible are either harlots or 
slaves. Look at them—Sarah, Hagar, Rachel, Delilah, 
Esther, Potiphar’s wife, Magdalene, and the Samarian wom- 
an. Look at the monsters of iniquity, Abraham, Jacob, 
Lot, Isaac, David, Saul, Solomon, Jephthah, Absalom, Am- 
non, etc. Look at the polygamists, David, Esau, Solomon, 
Elkanah. But more than all this, injunctions, direct and 
divine, to commit crime abound. Vide Ex. xi, 2, where 
there iy a command to commit larcency ; vide Deut. xiv, 21, 
where there is a divine permission to sell meat that has 
died to the aliena; vide Deut. xxiii, 20, where may be found 
God's permission to exact usury of the stranger; vide Josh. 
viii and x, for divine direction to burn, pillàgze, slay, and 
massacre men, women, asd children; vide Rom. iii, 7, 
where Paul inculcates lying for the greater glory of God ; 
vide Phil. i, 7, et seg., where this same Paul, a self-confessed 
accessory to murder (vide Acts xxvi, 10) appears in the 
character of a slave-driver, a livery which the church was 
destined in later ages (to ils everlasting shame be it said) to 
wéar with the ease of an every-day garb. (See letters of 
Oliver Johnson, lately published in the Z2bune.) And fur- 
ther, vide the Old and New Testaments passim for the marks 
and badges of inferiority, servitude, and tutelage set upon 
woman, the fetters of which—thanks to the progress of hu- 
man enlightenment—were riven asunder in our state, in the 
years 1848, 49, '60, and '62, by the enactment—with the sev- 
eral amendments—of the so-called ‘‘Married Woman’s 
Acts,” 

But I must hurry on. Dr. Newman calls my attention to 
the Ten Commandments, They are at best but the code of a 
barbarous age. To the grandeur and efficiency of the Ro- 
man and common law must be attributed human progress, 
science and art lending a helping hand. The Ten Com- 
mandments were the strong bulwarks of the slave-holder. 
They are silent on human slavery, silent on wrongs to 
‘woman, abandonment, seduction, etc.; silent on usury, big- 
amy, polygamy, treason, all crimes against fatherland, 
bribery, and gambling (how unlike the Koran ! ‘‘ games of 
hazard are accursed of God”), silent on the use of wine. 
How unlike the Koran again! i 

Right here let me say the Bible has been and ever will be 
the refuge and shibboleth of the wine drinker, and hence 
immediately responsible for the spread of crime. The 
world is dying for & religion that shall set bounds to the use 
of wine. With the good food, warm clothing, and dwell. 
ings of modern days, the use of wine. snd stimulants 
becomes unnecessary. 

I am a fanatic on this subject. I believe that moderation 
in the use of alcohol is a human impossibility, and that 
drunkenness (not necessarily more than mental excitation) 
is the very mother of crime! ; 

I take up Dr. Newman’s third demand for proof that 
J&us looked upon this life as à mere “transition state” (I 
beg Dr. Newman to quote me correctly. I did not say 

‘contemptible view of life"), and that he (Jesus) had vague 
and shadowy notions of law, ethics, domestic relations, etc. 
To the mind of the young Jewish teacher, which was ever 
stretched so tense upon the pins of love, hope, pity, imag- 
ination, as to tremble responsive to every stir and breath in 
the environment, the world was upon the eve of destruc- 
tion. (Luke xxi, 32; Mark xiii, 30 ; Luke ix, 27, and else- 
where.) 

As a condition precedent to becomiag his disciple, one 
must hate his very life (Luke xiv, 26). He discourages mar- 
riage (Matt. xix, 10 e seg.). In this behalf, too, Paul uttera 
a despicable opinion ; it is needless for me to locate it. At 
Mat. v, 32, Jesus giva utterance to a fearful sentiment, in 
that he views man as master of the woman, and accords 
him power ‘‘ to put her away " for cause. 

By ail means let ua hav a Liberal divorce law, for human 
affection can neither be created nor preserved by statute 
enactiaen: ; but to make the husband a judge of the law and 
fact is simply a barbarity. He teaches non-resistance (four 
gospels—passim), and Sunday after Sunday the churches 
echo the words in very mockery, as it were, for at this 


‘often cast out. 


four thousand human beings stand ready to leap at each 
other's throats; and this curse of standing armies rests most 
heavily upon the poor and the lowly. . Such a religion is 
simply a school for hypocrisy. 

But further, in Mat. xx, 1, et seg., we find the destructive 
doctrine that a man may do what he likes with his own, 
even to wronging his fellow-man. Modern equity cries, 
* Nay, in no sense of the word can a man do what he likes 
with his own, for the simple reason—outside of moral eon- 
siderations—that the law permits no absolute ownership." 

In Mat. xvii, 19, is found a senseless cursing (senseless at 
all times) of a barren fruit-tree. It shows an incredible 
ferocity in one usually so mild-tempered to curse the 
neglected plant and not the neglecting husbandman. 

At Mat. xxvi, 52, Jesus utters those terrible words upon 
which men hav so long based their right to commit a greater 
crime than murder itself, to wit, murdering the murderer. 

At Luke viii, 1, et seg., we flnd'the young Nazarene 
encouraging married women to follow liim and use their 
husband's property for his maintenance. 

At Luke xv, 2, et seg., may be found the demoralizing and 
destructive sentimentality of the story of the Prodigal Son. 

At Luke xviii, 22 and 25, bursts forth, as elsewhere it 
does, a blind and unreasoning hatred of property and the 
rich, and in these times a very dangerous glorification of 
the poor. : 

In the first chapter of John, 1, e£ seg., he sets more win 
before guests at a wedding feast already so intoxicated as 
not to be able to distinguish good wine from bad. 

He speaks no reproof to the woman of Samaria at John 
iv, 18; and at John viii, 1, et seg., sends the adulteress away 
with forgiveness. . : : 

On, monstrous wrong! Who, in heaven or on earth, can 
speak forgiveness for that crime save him who is wronged? 

One word about human slavery, and I pass on. Jesus 
never dared to raise his voice against human slavery, which 
existed in the most revolting forms about him; and soI 
leave this part of my subject with these words: It I were 
a negro, I'd curse this book for the curse it had set upon me; 
if I were a woman, I'd loathe it for the wrongs it had done 
me; if I were a tyrant, I'd love it for the help it had given 
me; but being a man, and white and free, 1 hold my peace 
and look forward to the speedy coming of the day when 
humanity shalllay aside these corks and learn to swim in 
the pool of life by kicking out honestly and vigorously, 

As to his seventh demand for proof that the charities of 
the world are not essentially Christian, I reply that, far 
from being even remotely Christian, the charities of the 
age are purely the bright offspring of glorious science, often- 
times built up in the face ef religious opposition. In Eng- 
land, at the present day, there exists a Christian sect whose 
creed forbids them to administer any medicine to their sick; 
they content themselves with prayer. I’m happy to add 
that several of their members hav been punished for their 
barbarity. ` i 

To the mind of Jesus himself, the dumb, the lunatic, the 
epileptic, etc., were “ possessed of evil spirits,” whom he 
It may be recollected that he cast seven out 
of the Magdalene. (Luke viii, 2.) These endeavors of the 
Jewish«teacher to account for the existence of the physical 
infirmities above named hav cost the world blood, tears, 
and agony to a frightful measure. Nor are the dread per- 
secutions for witchcrait the only places where Christianity 
has blackened the pages of human history. If the reader 
would know what science has been about while Christianity 
has been counting its beads, repeating its prayers, binding 
on its amulets, establishing its pilgrimages, let him read the 
eleventh chapter of ‘‘ Draper’s Conflict "—how, at the touch 
of the magic wand of science, hospital, asylum, refornia- 
tory, laboratory, hav arisen like Aladdin’s palace. True, 
Christians hav given their funds towards the construction 
of these institutions, but that merely proves the confidence 
that Christianity has in science, 

As regards ‘‘ homes” and ''refuges" for the aged and 
destitute, China, to-day, can teach us our a, b, c’s in matters 
of filial responsibility, duty to parents, treatment of the 
aged and infirm. Terrible punishments are meted out to 
the child who neglects to provide for his aged and infirm 
parent. ` 

In his eighth demand, Dr. Newman calls for proof that 
the ‘‘ criminal classes are excellent and consistent Christians 
and that their criminality entitles them to heaven.” I 
answer that Jesus entered Paradise in company with a thief, 
he was followed about by an sdulteress, and his disciple 
Peter was 8 triple liar. More than this, ke associated with, 
ate with, drank with, notorious sinners. He affirmed that 
his migsion was exclusively to the people of that ilk, The 
mean, the low, the vile, he loved; the rich, the prosperous, 
the learned, the influential, he hated; and such an extremist 
was he on this subject that, in Luke xv, 7, he declared that 
t‘ there was more joy in heaven over one repentant sinner 
than over ninety-nine just persone.” If this be so, where's 
the incentive to be honest and pure? At every execution in 
Christian lands we hav the revolling spectacle of a red- 
handed murderer bidden ''God speed ” for the other side 
by the officiating clergyman. 

By inculcating the principle that men can do evil without 
suffering for it; that the law of ‘‘ cause and effect" has no 
place in the moral world; that the natural penalty for 
wrong-doing may be escaped by a simple operation of the 
mind termed *'repentance," ‘‘ faith,” Christianity turns 
against the state, makes hereelf the ally of the criminal, 
brings contempt upon law and equity, and sets a poisoned 
dart into the neck of the body pclitic. 

Ninthiy, Dr. Newman calls for my evidence ''that the 
superiority and prevalence of virtue in the United States 
are not directly due to a living Christianity," etc. He shall 
hav it. The virtue (good morals) of the American people, 
which we will admit to be a “ sublime fact” for the sake of 


moment in Europe ten million three hundred and thirty- | the argument anyway, are due to certain effects resulting 


from the general diffusion of knowledge, perfect equality 
before the law, cheapness of the soil, unparalleled material 
prosperity resulting from absolute freedom of commerce 
and intercourse among a large number of independent 
states, with varied climates, products, and necessities. 
These effects, in their turn, flow from one grand. principal 
cause—the glory of the age—the ‘‘ bright, particular star” 
of human enlightenment—the American Constitution and 
Declaration of Independence. From these instruments 
Christianity and all other religions were purposely, care- 
fully, absolutely excluded. The fathers of our republic 
were mainly devout Deists or intelligent Rationalists. I hav 
searched pretty carefully through the letters of Washington 
for an acknowledgment of ‘his belief in the divinity of 
Jesus, and although such may exist, I hav been unable to 
find it. That Magna Charta of American liberty, the Dec- 
laration, appeals to ‘‘ nature and nature's God” only. The 
framers of the Constitution, with rare wisdom and noble 
courage, excluded from that compact every allusion to 
divinity, savior, prophet, and priest. 'There is no invoca- 
tion, no appeal to a God. ‘‘ We, the people, for the sake of 
union, justice, tranquillity, defense, and general welfare, 
establish this Constitution." Prior to the founding of this 
government, church and state had together laid hands on 
the people's substance and heels on theirnecks. "The ruiers 
were the ''anointed of heaven.” All power came from 
God. The tyrant was the devoutest. man in his kingdom. 
But Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Franklin, Madison, 
were firmly resolved to exclude religion forever from the 


| State, . Jefferson, in a-masterly treatise, showed that Chris- 


tianity is no part of the common law. As chief magistrate 
he refused to appoint a day of *‘ thanksgiving.” Washing- 
ington, in reply to a religious Ceputation suggesting '*that 
some explicit acknowledgment of the only true God and 
Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent, be inserted somewhere in 
the Constitution of the land," replied that what constituted 
true piety was 80 plain to the minds of intelligent beings as 
to stand in need of no aid from politics. So, then, it must 
be admitted that the Constitution of our republic, being 


"purely a secular one, isin no wise indebted to Christianity 


or any other religion for the beneficent workings of its pro- 
visions. 

Now, Doctor Newman claims that the good morals of the 
American people are directly due to “a living Christianity 
working through a free church in a free country.” In 
making this assertion he hurls a boomerang, for he forgeta 
that there are other ‘‘ free lands ” in which ‘‘ free churches ^ 
exist. In England, for instance, from whose breast we 
drew the milk of human liberty, a country as free to-day 
as our own, there exists alongside of her established church 
a free evangelical church ; and yet, had our state of New 
York as large a proportion of criminals as England, she 
would hav 20,000 instead of 4,000! It therefore becomes 
incumbent upon Dr. Newman to show that American 
Christianity possesses some peculiar deterrent strength and 
restraining potency not inherent in the Anglican and English 
evangelical churches, or seek elsewhere for the cause of 
good morals in this country. 

In his tenth subdivision, Dr. Newman, as a set-off to my 
list of two hundred derelict clergymen, makes reply that he 
can giv me a list of lawyers, etc. To this I hav only to say 
that if Dr. Newman is willing to admit that the ''vital 
force" of a divine system can exert no more restraining 
effect upon its “consecrated ministers" than consciemce 
and professional honor do upon the lawyer, I am content 
to burn my list and beg him not to make up his. 

I hav now shown Dr. Newman my readiness, nay, my 
eagerness, to meet him, like a generous foeman, at every 
point of attack, and hav now again to remind him that his 
*'original proposition” in relation to Freethought and 
crime still remains without a shred of argument to hide the 
nakedness of his assertion. INGERSOLL Locxwoop. 

New York, Dec. 12, 1879. 


—_——_—__.-o-________ 
Convention of Spiritualists and Liberalists. 


'The fourteenth annual meeting of the state association of 

Spiritualists and Liberalists will take place at Stuart’s Hall 
and Hamlin’s Opera House, Battle Creek, Mich., com- 
mencing Wednesday, March 24th, and closing Sunday, 
March 28th, Some twenty-five or thirty of the most dis- 
tinguished speakers and mediums are expected to be present. 
Mrs, Olie Childs and M. C. Vandercook, assisted by the 
Battle Creek choir, will furnish singing for the occasion. 
Railroads will giv the following reduced rates: 
. Northwestern Grand Trunk, 2 cents per mile each way; 
tickets good from March 22d to April 1st, inclusive. Grand 
Rapids and Indiana at rate of one fare and a third for round- 
trip tickets, from March 22d to 31st, inclusive. Michigan 
Central 2 cents per mile each way from March 22d to 8ist, 
inclusive. Chicago and West Michigan delegates will pay 
full fare going and 1 cent per mile on returning, if members 
of State Association, with Secretary's indorsement on card. 
Flint and Pere Marquette, round-trip tickets at the rate of 2 
cents per mile. 

The following hotel rates can be secured in Battle Creek 
during the convention: Potter House, $1.25 per day; Ameri- 
can House, $1.00 per day. Meals under the Opera House at 
all hours, 15 cents each. 

Committee of Arrangements—Battle Oreek.—A. A. Whit- 
ney, Chairman; Dr. J. V. Spencer, R., B. Cumming, Mrs. F. 
Brooks, Mrs. Horace Clark, Mrs. L. E, Bailey, Mrs. A. J. 
Fishback, Mrs. John Estelle, Abner Hitchcock, and G. 8. 

ole. 

Directors.—B. F. Stamm, L. 8. Burdick, and Mrs. L. E. 
Bailey. f 

This is expected to be one of the largest meetings ever 
held by this society in the state. : 

Certificates may be had by writing to either President or 
Becretary of the State Association. 

. Miss J. F. Lane, Beo'y. Dz, A. B. BPINNRY, Pres. 
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Geo. R. Wendling. 
EXTRACTS FROM A REVIEW OF HIS LECTURE ON XNGERRSOLL. 


“A drowning man grasps at a straw.” Sois Christianity 
. grasping at the straws that are floating in the stream of 
human thought. The latest, perhsps,.is the New York 
Observer, which offers one hundred dollars for the best essay 
written by a theological student refuting the arguments of 
modern Infidelity. But it is not likely that the “refutation” 
will be at all sweeping in effect. The best minds in the 
church hav tried in vain to meet Infidelity ; and with the 
number of clergymen and priests devoting their lives to the 
work, backed by the thousands of active laymen, if Chris- 
tiantty be true they should be able to completely overwhelm 
the few Infidels who hav dared to brave public sentiment 
and proclaim the truth. : 

George R. Wendling's reply to Ingersoll is a failure in 
almost every respect. "When Ingersoll first took the fleld as 
&lecturer the public mistook for mere eloquence of lan- 
guage what was sound logical reasoning, and thought all 
that was necessary to refute him was an eloquent speaker 
in defense of Christianity, and were elated with joy when 
Wendling announced his lecture. Hundreds of such hav 
heard his lectures and turned away in despair. Wendling 
is—and as an Illinoisam I speak it with pride—an eloquent 
speaker ; but in his lecture he, either unknowingly or with 
the characteristic adroitness of a lawyer, violates every 
known principle of true logic, and aven seeks to carry his 
point by the most malicious falsehoods. ‘In the face of the 
fact that ninety-nine per cent of the inmates of the prisons 
of our land are believers in Christianity, that ninety-nine 
per cent of the murderers punished with death drop '* from 
the gallows into the arms of Jesus,” that the bands of men 
now threatening with fire San Francisco are led by a minis- 
ter of the gospel, Wendling has the audacity to come before 
an enlightened audience and, with all the brazen impudence 
that has characterized Christians for centuries, declare the 
blame rests with the Infidels. n 

“ By Pittsburgh’s conflagration” I can see, not ‘‘ Inger- 
8cll's legend,” but the hand of a pope, who sought to ruin 
the land he could not rule. 

Has Infidelity ever establishcd an Inquisition ? or propa- 
gated the infernal sentiments of witchcraft ? 

Wendling says nearly a century ago Ingersoll men ruled 
"France. Ingersoll men never hav ruled France. Infidelity 
isnot Communism. But was that insurrection in France 
as bad as the Inquisition in Spain ? or the religious persecu- 
tions that characierized the reigns of Henry II, Francia II, 
Charles 1X, Henry IÍf, Louis XIII, and Louis XIV, in 
France ?. Was it worse than the Salem witchcraft of our 
own land? Was the law of the Commune more tyr&nnica] 
than the Blue laws of Connecticut ? It may sound well in 
a lecture to say that Christianity and. republicanism are in- 
separable, but the history of past ages does not prove it. 
Religion sanctions emperors, monarchs, and kings, and 

teaches the people that it is their duty to obey them. 

Freethought is as necessary to republicans as the same is 
to the light of day. Infidelity sounded the tocsin of a war 
for liberty in America while Christianity prayed to its God 
to crush it. . 

We see Infidelity fighting in the front ranks of patriots, 
while orthodoxy, in the shape of tories, implored the God of 
Heaven and the demon of hell to assist them in crushing out 
freedom. 

Christianity would to-day exchange a republic where 
Freethought ruled, for a monarchy where tinseled despots 
would propagate their religion by the sword. 

Nowhere in history is recorded an instance where the gov- 
ernment of state by the church was in the least degree a 
success. 

Furthermore, Wendling says Infidelity has no Conscience, 
and withoutconscience their can be no commerce. In Italy 
the relation of the church to state is very intimate. Is com- 
merce fostered with more care or more secure in Italy than 
the United States, the home of Infidelity ? 

Is a minister’s name, attached to a promissory note, of 
more consequence to a banker than that of an Infidel? 
Wendling makes his assertions upon his reputation as a busi- 
ness man. What must men who hav had dealings with the 
ministry think of his ‘‘ reputation?” The man who em. 
barks upon the sea of commerce, relying upon the conscience 
of others, will find himself shipwrecked by the first gale. 
America is about the only land on-earth where men dare 
express sentiments of Infidelity; yet, I ask, wherei s com- 
merce, both foreign and domestic, more secure than here? 

Wendling comparea Infidelity and Christianity in death, but 
looks at the bright side of his picture and the dark side of 
ours, He asks what comfort there is in death with no res- 
‘wrrection? A resurrection to peace and happiness for all 
mankind (such as is believed in by many Infidels) would be 
preferable to no resurrection; but a resurrection to eternal 
damnation is surely a condition to be dreaded. 

One soul condemned to the tortures of the Lutheran hell 
would mar the joy of & million souls in heaven. Christian- 
ity does not promise Universal salvation; Infidelity does. 
The same word which promises life to the faithful also says, 
‘Many shall be called, but few shall be chosen.” Wendling 
aska a parent at the grave of an infant darling to take com- 
fort in Iagersoll's doctrine. We say, No! Take comfort in 
the theory of infant damnation as taught less than b decade 
ago by the church, Take comfort in the fact that if Martin 
Luther's theory be true, your little darling, worth a world 
to you, is lifting up its tiny voice jn an endless hell, and that 
80m» day you may look over the walls of the New Jerusalem 
and with joy see its sufferings, while the jargon of your 
golden harp drowns its little cry for “a drop of water to 
cool its burning tongue.” There is not a mother in this 
broad land of ours but would huri back as an immutable lie 
the insinuation that there was comfort in Christianity if she 
believed the curly-haired cherub, which go fondly nestled to 


her breast, was only to furnish fuel for an endless hell. The 
only comfort that the Christian mother has is that ‘‘ Many 
shall be called, but few shall be chosen.” Christianity and 
the Bible do not teach Universalism, but reason does. 

Wendling tells us that Infidelity may do for a philosopher 
or thoughtful man, but the laboring man must pay the priest 
and stick to Christianity. Now if Infidelity is good enough 
for the philosopher and scientist, who are seeking in the 
front ranks of the reasoners of our age for the truth, why 
hav the laboring class no right to partake of the fruit of 
the “tree of knowledge?” | 

It is a characteristic of Christianity that the masses who 
support it must never seek the source from whence it comes 
and whither it will lead, but must follow it with a blind de- 
Votion. 

Wendling insinuates that as workingmen we hav not the 
required amount of sense necessary to self-government, but 
to be honest must liv in dread of a sulphuric hell with a 
priesteraft to govern us. In this sentiment he unthought- 
edly exposes the groundwork of Christianity—that it was 
originated and is propagated by the priesthood for the power 
and money there is connected with it. I firmly believe that, 
as a rule, the workingmen of America hav a higher sense of 
the moral obligations of man to man than the narrow- 
minded idiots who are trying to fill the pulpits of our land. 
Liberty has ever been secured and maiutained by the labor- 
ing men, while monopolies, capital, and religion hav com- 
bined to crush it. E 

Wendling says Infidelity destroys the home circle and 
estranges members of the same household. It really does 
nothing of the kind, but it binds brother to brother, sister to 
sister, parent to child, and child to parent by the bond of 
love. But the panorama presented to the Christian is that 
the son shall rise against the father, the daughter against 
the mother, and vice versa. 

The conflict betwen Ingersoll! and Wendling has been 
fought, but the finale is unlike the one hoped for and prayed 
for by Christians, and the ''Goliah" of Infidelity still 
towers above the pigmy at his feet that has been styled the 
“ David” of Christianity. 

No doubt Wendling seeks by his lecture popularity, 
but the world to-day has but little sympathy for the man 
who preaches what he will not practice. Ingersoll preaches 
charity for all, and practices charity for all; he preaches 
that death makes all men equal. Wendling preaches that 
there is to be a distinction beyond the grave; he teaches 
that Christianity is the thing for the workingman, but not 
good enough for him. 

Christianity was born from the womb of superstition, ani 
has been fostered by the ignorance of succeeding ages. 
The dawn is breaking, and the glorious sunlight of Free- 


principles of justice that the freedom of speech and of press 
shall be maintained. M. Warsow. y, 
Terre Haute, Ind. 


————9—————— 
An Opportunity which Should Not Be Overlooked. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH ÑEEKER, Sir: Now is the 
time for the Almighty to perform some of his wondrous 
works as of old, for the benefit of his “peculiar people." 
His suffering children in the famine stricken country of 
Ireland are as devoted as ever were the Jews. They are 
Borely pressed by their rulers. "They are driven from their 
huts. The last cow is taken from the starving mother and 
children to satisfy the insatiate greed of the land-owner—the 
Egyptian. They are to day making brick ani furnishing 
their own straw. Now let the Almighty send his vicegerent 
from Rome. Let him come to the rescue of his suffering 
children. Let it rain, not manna but pancakes, honey, and 
butter, with quails six days in the week and plenty of fish 
on Friday. Let the people borrow all the gold and jewels 
from their neighbor, and especially the twenty-five million 
dollars worth of bonds now held by their queen. Let the 
land of the oppressors be covered with lice, locusts, and 
flies, Let St. Patrick return with his toads, snakes, and 
frogs, and let the rivers of Ireland be turned into good 
whisky. Let the people hav one grand '' wake” over the 
corpse of their dead liberty. Then let the Pope smite the 
waters of the Atlantic with the club of St. Peter, and cause 
them to stand in two perpendicular walls from Ireland to 
New York. Let the people fiil their kneading-troughs with 
pancakes, honey, and butter, for food on the way. On 
Friday they can pull fish out of the wall When all is 
ready, let the order be given to forward march, and as the 
people file out let the Pope giv back to them the four hun- 
dred thousand dollars that he took from them last year in 
the way of Peter's pence. If any look back let him be 
turned into a pillar of gold. The people will take care of 
the pillar. f 

Let the transformed rivers of Ireland follow the multitude 
over the undulating surface of the sea bottom, that *'they 
may drink and forget their poverty, and remember their 
miseries no more." If there are any righteous Lots among 
the people, let caves be carved out of the solid walls of the 
waters on the right hand and on the left for their accommo- 
dation, and let little rivulets of whisky follow them into the 
caves, If there are any Abrahams, let them bring their 
sisters and hire them to King Anthony for sheep, camels, 
and asses, especially for asses, as we hav about sixty thou- 
sand of them more than we need. 


"When the people hav come into this happy land of Cana- 
an, let their axes and other tools of iron float on the waters. 
Let railroads be laid on the surface of the mighty rivers of 
this great country. It will be much cheaper than the pres- 
ent mode of construction. Let steamboats be run over 
mountain, desert, and plain, and let balloons descend to the 
center of the earth. Let the swaddling clothes and right 
angle triangle linen of the infant of to-day not wear out, but 


thought is filling with its refulgent rays the land where 
countless braves are rising up and swearing by the eternal 


let them increase in size as the infant grows iu stature, that 
when he is forty years old he may wear them in the pres- 
ence of his children and his children's children. 

Let the rod policy of Jacob be brought into requisition, 
that the products of &malgamation between whites and 
blacks may -be ringed, streaked, and speckled, and the 
seducer of the maid be photographed on the face of his 
offspring. Let the works of the Lord wax mighty in the 
midst of the people, that all may bilieve and be saved from 
—what? Idon’t know. Who does? JAKE. 


Harrisburg (Pa.) Liberal League. 


To THE Eprrog oF Tan TRUTH BEREEB, Sir: In 
conformity with my duty as Secretary of the Local Auxil- 
lary Liberal League (145) of Harrisburg, I will inform you 
of our progress in this neck of the woods. Harrisburg, the 
capital city of the great Keystone state, as nearly every one 
knows that has been here, is a town of old fogyism regard- 
ing religon; composed of men who believe in persecutiug 
others for not believing that Jonah swallowed the who's; 
in burning or cutting out people's tongues fo" ust boing 
faithful to the divine creed. Withal, we hav gathered 
together a band of as brave men and women as the city 
can produce; men in the first walks of life; of business, of 
profession; men with the moral courage to demund their 
rights. 

A temporary institution was begun in November of 1879, 
and on the first Bunday in January, 1880, we adopted a 
constitution and elected our officers, as followa: President, 
T. J. Richardson; Secretary, W. H. Keller, Ph. D.; Treas- 
urer, Jacob Tausig; Councillors, Hiram Starr, D. Steven- 
son, Jr, Michael Dise, and H. Brenaman; Delegates, 
George Pancake, D. Stevenson, Jr., and D. W. Perry. We 
hav now a membership of over forty and a handsome hall 
in which we congregate to hold our debates and exercises, 
a table well filled with Truth Seeker Tracts, and will 
shortly be the happy possessors of a book-case filled with 
Liberal, scientific, and literary works. Thus, you see, we 
are making splendid progress in the cause of reason. 

Notwithstanding the many Liberals in the rear that are 
holding back because our organization is not as large as the 
church and has not the influence it affords, we are steadily 
incre: ing; and I assure you the time will and must arrivo 
whe» ur little band of braves will be among the strongest 
organizations of the city. 

lshall attempt to keep you informed as to our working 
from time to time, and hope to receive a cheering word 
from you. I remain, repecttully, 

W. H, KELLER, Bec. 


[From Dr. Foote’s Health Monthly.) 
Comstock’s Methods. 


A Doctor of Divinity, who is pastor of a large member- 
ship in this city, writes to the Health Monthly us follows: 

Epitors HEALTH MowTBLY: I hav read your brave words 
against the methods of Anthony Comstock and his asso. 
ciates, and congratulate myself on finding some one that 
voices my own sentiments. I hav frequently denounced to 
my clerical brethren the anti-vice movement as at present it 
appears. The fact is, a sort of moral cowardice has over- 
come and paralyzed masy who fear to be unpopular, and 
hence speak not their mind. I oppose the Jesuitism of this 
anti-vice movement, for the effort is made to dragoon the 
whole church into supporting a system of lying espionage. 
The effort is made to get the money of the benevolent to 
support a band of oppressive spies. Iam not ready for a 
'* paternal " form of government that shall pry into my per- 
sonal affairs. I do not want it for others. While making 
laws regulating the mails 80 as to prevent wicked persons 
from appealing to the cupidity or weakness of the wicked, 
and so luring them to their ruin by fraudulent schemes, I 
want the law so to read that Comstock & Co. cannot, by 
making a like appeal to the cupidity of the wicked, lure 
them to their ruin by buying lottery tickets or obscene 
seeds. Let the lottery craz2 cure itself like the stock craze. 
Buying lottery tickets will soon be cured by disappointing 
results. No need to violate the Constitulion of the nation 
and demoralize public honesty to stop it. No need to go 
under the form of law and steal all the ready cash in a lot- 
tery office, easing public consclence by applying it to feed 
the poor. Again, no need to hav a young man and his 
fanatical associates undertaking to say to the respectable 
families and their physicians : ‘‘ You hav no right to think 
for yourselves in the matters of the most sacred bodily con- 
cern.” ''Itis obscenity in the family to hav to do with 
these things.” But, O consistency! this Anthony has his 
curiosity shop! He sends for grave clergymen and others, 
and, as a Vindication of his work, shows them all the worst 
obscenity Of the country. I was invited often to such meet- 
ings. I never went except once. Who cau stop his show ? 
I hav heard high moralists expatiate upon the pictures and 
tools on exhibition. But more practically I find scores of 
women, overburdened with families, dying by inches, and 
unfitted to care for the children they hav while bringing 
other weaklings into life to suffer and die. i 

I hav often thought that I might perform one of the high- 
est services of my profession by sending a physician to these 
who could tell the mother of a simple way of preserving 
herself. But Idare not. The doctor dares not, The drug. 
gists dare not. 

Perhaps for having written this some anti-vice man will 
attack me. The time has come for protest. 


A New Yorx Pastor. 
—_— — 5.99 —— —————— 


W. F. JAMIEBSON gave six lectures in Frankfort, Mich , 
nine at Bear Lake; eight at Manistee ; ia announced fcr 
five in Laingsburg, Mich.; and is engaged for a course of 
five in Garrettsville, Ohio, March 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th. 
All who wish to secure his lectures should address him im- 
mediately at Garrettsville, Ohio. 


17% 
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Liberal League Notes, 


T ux Liberal League movement appears to be ‘‘ booming” 
in all parts of the country, especially in the West and 
South. 


* AwTr-LrsERTY Logic,” by Elizur Wright, in a recent 
number of the Jndex, which will doubtless be republished 
.in TuE TRUTA SEEKEB, should be read by every one. It 
don't leave Abbot a plank to stand upon. : 


Mr. W. S. GREEN, of Blooming Grove, Kansas, informs 
me by last mail: **'The blanks you sent me were soon filled 
with eleven charter members, composed of the best intelli- 
gence of the place—merchants, doctors, lawyers, mechanics, 
farmers, etc. Bro. Lane sends it out to-day accompanied 
with the money for a charter." Now, is not that business ? 


Dugne the last week the following parties hav applied 
for blanks and instructions to form Leagues: John Schweit- 
zer, Hepton, Ind.; Willis McDannald, Walla Walla, Wash- 
ington Ter. ; A. B. Armstrong, Ogdensburgh, N. Y.; A. J. 
Oliver, Jasper, Hamilton county, Fla.; Clayton Crosson, 
Union Star, Breckenridge county, Ky.; John C. Guthrie, 
Newburgh, N. Y.; Peter Saispair, Swaburgh, Dodge county, 
Neb.; Fisher Doherty, Crawfordsville, Ind. 


I notice a list of the officers of the National Liberal 
League, the Platform, and a full list of the local Leagues 
appeared in THE TRUTH SEEKER of the 6th inst, I wish 
the editor could afford to keep that list standing in the col- 
umns, I am sure it would aid the movement. The Board 
of Directors hav made appointments to fill vacancies that I 
am gure will meet the approbation of the Liberal public, 
namely, Mr. J. L. Roberts, editor of Mind and Matter, and 
Mrs. Elmina Drake Slenker, for vice-presidents. 


I wav just cast my eye over THE TRUTH SEEKER of 
March 6th. Itis a most admirable-number. What a vast 
amount of valuable reading matter is containeC in it! This 
paper itself is worth half a year’s subscription price. 
Friends, can’t we double its subscription list before the 1st 
of May, when its brave editor will be again a free man? I 
think we can. Let every reader resolve to get a new sub- 
scriber before another week passes. If you can get one in 
no other way, subscribe for some half-Liberal friend and 
make him a present of the paper for a year. 


Two VERY valuable Liberal League publications hav. just 
been issued from the press—an address by the Liberal 
League State Committee of Missouri to the people of that 
state, and an address delivered by Hon. U. K. Booth, of 
Detroit, before the Detroit Liberal League. Both of these 
publications should be circulated in every community. 
Every local League should order a hundred copies at least of 
each. The Missouri address can be obtained of D. Jenkins, 
Hannibal, Mo. Mr. Booth’s valuable speech can be had of 
S. B. McCracken, Sec. Detroit Liberal League, Detroit 
Mich. 


FRIENDs everywhere should endeavor to organize their 
Leagues for a long campaign—for a twenty-five-year war 
at least. The best auxiliary League constitutions that. I 
hav seen are those of the Cincinnati and Detroit Leagues. 
The secretary of either League will furnish a copy on 
application—inclosing ten cents—and also, I think, one of 
the admirable &ddresses recently delivered before said 
Leagues and published in pamphlet form. This is no work 

‘of a day, to entirely secularize this government, and there- 
fore this League movement must be made a permanent in- 
stitution. 


Wer now hav a good working League in most of the 
Northern states and in many of the Southern ones. A few 
yet are behind. I cannot understand why a large and 
flourishing League is not organized in Chicago. I know 
that there are hundreds of earnest Liberals there. I wish 
some reader of THz TRUTH SEEKER would move for organ- 
ization in that great metropolis of the West. . At an early 
day there was a League formed.in Philadelphia, but I hav 
heard nothing from it recently. If it is dead I wish Bro. 
Roberts, of Mind and Matter, Dr. R. C. Flower, and others 
of our friends in that city, would resurrect it or form a new 
one. 


I Ax pleased to learn that the Harrisburgh Liberal League 
is in a prosperous condition. This League was temporarily 
organized last November, and on the first Sunday of last 
January it perfected 8 permanent organization by the 
election of T. J. Richardson, President; W. H. Keller, 
Secretzry ; Jacob Tausig, Treasurer; and Hiram Btarr, 
D. Stevenson, Jr., Michael Dase, and H. Brenamun, Council- 
ors. The League also elected the foliowing delegates to the 
Fourth Liberal League Congress: T. J. Richardson, W. 
H. Keller, George Pancake, D. Stevenson, and D. W. 
Perry. The League has some fifty members, and is con- 
stantly increasing in numbers. Well done for Harrisburgh ! 


Tar Detroit Liberal League has issued a call ''for a 
state Convention of Liberalists to' be held at an early day 
for the discussion and advancement of the principles and 
objects of the Liberal League movement." The officers of 
the League, in their circular, say, ‘‘ We take the liberty of 
expressing the hope that this appeal will meet with a free and 
prompt response, as it is desirable that the Convention meet 
at as early à day as practicable, in order that it may make 
its moral influence felt upon the conventions of the several 
political parties to be held during the summer, as we believe ; 
it will compel from them declarationg favorable to the just 
demands of Liberalism." 


Mr. COnavroN Crosson writes from Union Star, Ky.: 
** The Liberal cause has advanced wonderfully in this com- 
munity, as I believe it has in the whole state within the lact 
year. I believe there can bea Liberal League organizel 
here with a goodly number of charter members, We hay 


already agitated the subject of organizing considerably. 
There are several earnest persons here in favor of it heart 
and soul. "Tis my opinion, Bro. Green, that the whole of 
Kentucky is ripe for organization, and all that is necessary 
to set in motion is a few earnest, intelligent Liberal speak- 
ers. Col. Ingersoll has the honor of assembling the largest 
audience ever got together in the city of Louisville,” 


E. CaMPFIELD writes from Wyandotte, Kan.: ''The 
Second Annual Liberal Encampment will be held at Bis- 
marck Grove, near Lawrence, Kan., Sept. 1st to 7th, inclu- 
sive. We want the National Liberal League to meet with 
us if possible. We want Col. Ingersoll also. The Liberal 
League movement in this state I know is alive ; our peo- 
ple are stirring to obtain the lead in the roll of states, and I 
feel confident if hard work will secure that position we wiil 
attain to it. With but one or. two exceptions our Leagues 
are all alive and doing good work. Kansas is fully com- 
mitted to all the platform of the National Liberal League, 
including woman suffrage. We shall begin circulating 
petitions for the taxation of chureh property about Oct. 1st, 
and expect to secure the signatures of fifty thousand 
voters.” 


Mr, Joun C. GuTHRIE writes from Newburgh, N. Y.: 
“I hav offered to giv one dollar a week towards the expense 
of sustaining a Liberal League here, and there area number 
of others who hav promised to giv as much. So I think if 
you will giv us some advice as to how to organize, there 
will be no difficulty in forming a Liberal League here. I 
shall wait for your reply before acting. I should like very 
much to be put in communication with a few good Liberals 
for the purpose of interchangüng thoughts. I take THE 
TRUTH SEEKER every week, and I think it improves with 
every issue. There are seven or eight copies taken here. 
On my next visit to the city I am going to call at THE 
TRUTH SEEKER office and invest a few dollars in Truth 
Seeker Tracts, and shall distribute them where I think they 
will do the most good. I heartily indorse your sentiments 
in regard to Liberals working as a unit and not disputing 
over petty differences." Surely brother Guthrie writes well 
for a young man of twenty-one years. I wish we had such a 
young man in every county. 


Mr. A. J. OLIVER writes frorn Jasper, Fla.: ‘I was con- 
versing recently with Hon. Thomas Bell, representative 
elect to the general assembly of the state of Florida, and was 
pleased to find him an enthusiastic and outspoken Infidel 
as well asa most courteous and talented gentleman. I hope 
you will write to him immediately, tendering him the posi- 
tion of representative of this state on the Executive Com- 
mittee of the National Liberal League, if the position is not 
already filled. Heisa very influential man in Florida, and 
would be a most suitable appointment to the -position in 
question.” Bro. Oliver closes his long and interesting letter 


in these words: ‘‘ What say you to the proposition of hold- | 


ing a grand mass meeting of the Liberals in the city.of New 
York on the occasion of D. M. Bennett’s liberation, in 
order that the ‘God in the Constitution,’ ‘God and moral. 
ity,’ ‘union of church and state’ parties may be assured of 
the fact that ‘we know our rights and dare maintain them, 
peaceably if we can, forcibly if we must?' We must fight 
the devil and his imps with fire, with ballots or with bullets, 
as the case may be, and thus ‘make our calling and election 
sure.’ ” 

Salamanca, N. Y. 


oo 4———————— 


Iowa Notes. 


ALL persons in this state having petitions for taxation of 
church property will please forward them at once to their 
representative or senator at Des Moines.} 


Mns. M. M. REED, Cedar Rapide, has been put at the 
head of the committee in Linn county. Let all secularists 
in that county at once write her, giving her the names of 
all outspoken Freethinkers in their neighborhood ; also send 
her stamp for correspondence. 


H. L. GREEN. 


ALL our Liberal Spiritualists in Iowa, as well as other 
states, should take notice that Mind and Matter, of Phila- 
delphia, has come out squarely in favor of the Liberal 
League movement, and will hereafter work shoulder to 
shoulder with Tae TRUTH SEEKER, Investigator, and Mirror 
of Progress for equal rights in religion and the secular 
state. May it wax as the Religio wanes. 


W. E. CoPELAND, Omaha, Neb., the well-known Liberal 
lecturer, contemplates taking a trip through the western 
part of Iowa during April. He wishes to correspond with 
all parties in that section of the state who think lectures can 
be arranged for in their towns. Our state is certainly in 
need of a visitation of lecturers, and I hope that Mr. Cope- 
land will find enough to do, not only during April, but suc- 
ceeding months. Address him as above. ; 


MR. GILBERT S. BALDWIN, 170 Madison street, Chicago, 
arrested for selling ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes,” has been bound over 
in $1,250 bonds for trial this month. It now remains to be 
seen whether there is more justice for Liberals in the West 
than there is in the East. Mr. Baldwin's only offense ap- 
pears to be that he is publishing a cheap edition of Inger. 
soll’s and Paine’s writings. This is the animus of all these 
persecutions; '* obscenity " is simply gull's seed thrown to 
catch the unwary.. There is not, as these inquisitors well 
know, a single obscene or indecent word in this much per- 
secuted pamphlet ; it is equally pure in hue and word with 
H. W. Boozer's ‘‘ Stubborn Facta," Trall’s ** Sexual Physi 
ology,” and other well-known works. Let us push the 
circulation of petitions calling for repeal of the unconstitu- 
tional and invasive postal law. Never mind the howls and 
groaus of the sanctified and purified Paul Prys. True virtue 
thrives only in the atmosphere of perfect freedom. 

i E. C, WALKER. 

‘Norway, Jowa, March 1, 1880; ` 


'A Large Amount of Reading for a Little Money. 


| To benefit our readers and help sustain THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, we make the following olfers: j 


For Five Dollars 
We send THE TRUTH SEEKER one year and either of the 
following $3 books: 

** The World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” By D. 
M. Bennett, editor of Tas TRUTH SEEKER. Enlarged and 
revised, ' ; 

** The Champions of the Church: Their Crimes 
Secutions.” By D. M. Bennett. 


and Per- 
Biographical sketches of 


. eminent Christians from the time of the reputed founder of 


Christianity to the present. 

** Analvsis of Religious Belief." By Viscount Amberley. 

“The Great Works of Thomas Paine Complete.” 

* Nature's Revelations of Character; or, Physiognomy 
Illustrated." 

For Six Dollars 

We send THE TRUTH SEEKER one year and “ Supernatural 
Religion; An Inquiry into the Reality of Divine Revelation.” 


For Four Dollars 


We will send Tug TRUTH SEEKER one year and either of 
the following $1.50 works: ? 

“The Creed of Christendom: Its Foundation Contrasted 
with its Superstructure.” By W. R. Greg, author of 
“ Enigmas of Life," ‘‘ Literary and Social Judgments,” etc. 

* Paine's Theological Works.” In one volume, comprising 
** Age of Reason,” ‘‘ Examination of Prophecies,” * Reply 
to Bishop Llandaff,” ‘Letter to Mr. Erskine,” '*Essay on 
Dreams," ‘‘ Of the Religion of Deism," etc., with a Life 
and fiue steel portrait of Paine, 

** Pgine's Politica] Works." In one volume, comprising 
t Common Sense,” ‘The Crisis” (Nos. I to XVI. inclusive), 
** The Rights of Man," and Life of Paine, with a fine stee 
portrait. 

“ The Heathens of the. Heath." By William McDonnell, 
author of ** Exeter Hall." A Radical romance. 

“ Beyond the Veil" A Spiritualistic work, said to be dic- 
tated by the spirit of Paschal Beverly Randolph, aided by 
Emanuel Swedenborg and others, through the mediumship 
of Mrs. Frances H. McDougall and Mrs. Luna Hutchinson, 

* A Few Words About the Devil.” By Charles Brad- 


augh. . . 
t Nathaniel Vaughan." A novel By Frederika Mac- 
donald. 


For Three Dollars aud Fifty Cents 


We will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one year and either of 
the following $1 books: : 

* Question Settled : A Careful: Comparison of Biblical 
and Modern Spiritualism." Bv Moses Hull. 

«The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion." A debate be- 
tween Rev. G. H. Humphrey, Presbyterian clergyman, and 
D. M. Bennett, editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER. ; 

** Proceedings and Addresses at the Freethinkers’ Conven- 
tion.” held at Watkins, New York, August 22, 23, 24, and 
25, 1878. 

“Truth Seeker Tracts.” Bound Volumes I., It, IIL, 
IV., and V. These volumes, containing over 520 pages 
each, are made up of over one hundred Truth Seeker Tracts. - 
They embrace a variety of subjects by different authors, 
written in & terse, trenchant, and spicy style. . 

“ Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, Essays, and Lec 
tures." By D. M. Bennett. Embracing a variety of subjecta- 
the whole making nearly seven hundred pages. The sub» 
jects treated can hardly prove uninteresting to the reader. 

“ Contrast : Evangelicalism and Spiritualism Compared.” 
This new work, by Mr. Hull, is designed as a companion to 
the ** Question Settled.” i 

“ Issues of the Age.” By Henry C. Pedder. 


For Three Dollars and Twenty-five Cents 


We will send THE TRUTH SEEKER one year and either of 
the following 50-cent books, bound in paper: 

“The Rights of Man.” By Thomas Paine. Written in 
defense of his fellow-man. A work almost without a peer 
in the world. Large type. 

“ The Crisis.” Bv Thomas Paine. Containing Nos. I. to 
XVI. inclusive. Written in the ''times that tried men’s 
souls " during the Revolutionary War. ; 

“The Underwood-Marples Debate.” Between B, F. 
Underwood, of Boston, and the Rev. John Marples, of 
Toronto, Ontario. Held at Napanee, Ontario, in July, 1875. 

*'Interrogatories to Jehovah.” By D. M. Bennett. 

“ Career of Religious Ideas : Their Ultimate the Religion 
of Science.” 

“ The Burgess: Underwood Debate.” Between Prof. O. 
A. Burgess, President of fhe Northwestern Christian Uni- 
versity at Indianapolis, Indiana, and B. F. Underwood, of 
Boston, Massachusetts. : 

‘“Which: Spiritualism or Christianity?” A friendly 
correspondence between, Moses Hull, Spiritualist, and W. F. 
Parker, Christian. f 

“The Darwins” By Mrs. E. D. Slenker, author of 
**Btudying the Bible,” “John’s Way,” and numerous essays. 

“ The Priest in Absolution.” 

‘The Mother of Harlots; or, Popery Dissected."? Being 
an inside view of the enormities of the Romish church in : 
Europe and America. and taken from authentic sources. 

‘The Popes and Their Doings; or, the Vicars of Christ 
and Vicegerents of God." A succinct history of some o 
the blackest criminals the earth has ever borne. 

* Auricular Confession aud Nunneries.” By William 
Hogan, for twenty-five years a confessing priest. A most 
important book, ` - 

' Maria Monk: the Mysteries of a Convent; or, Monks 
and their Maidens." 

** Advancement of Science." 


l 


Thirty-Second Anniversary. 


The Spiritualists of Rochester, New York, will celebrate 
the Thirty-second Auniversary of’ Modern Spiritualism, ` 
Wednesday, March 31st, commencing at 10 A.M., continuing 
through the dey and evening until 10 o’clock, then close 
with a social festival. Possibly the meeting may be con- 
tinued another day. Committees hav been appointed. on 
order of business, correspondence, resolutions, and decora- 
tion of the Academy of Music. The arrangements will be 
made to insure a pleasant and profitable time. We should 
be glad to hav Spiritualists and Liberalists from towns 
adjacent and elsewhere uuite with us. Resolutions to be 
introduced will present for discussion subjects of interest to 
Liberalists as well as Spiritualists, hence they are invited to 
participate with us. Invited speakers will be entertained 
free of expense, and arrangements will be made with hotels 
to entertain visitors at reduced rates. D. M. Fox, 

Amy Post, 
. Com. on Correspondence, 

By order of Committee of Arrangements. D: 
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which a League—No. 129—was organized, enrolling about 
fifty members, all of whom heartily indorsed the Cincinnati 
platform, and elected for their president Mr. 8. L. Shaw, 
with S. M. Crawford as secretary. Wednesday evening— 
New Year's eve—closed the series of lectures, with a con- 
tinuation of Monday evening's lecture, embracing Evolu- 
tion, A sociable party, largely.attended, after the lecture, 
closed a most evjoyable and successful entertainment, and 
one long to be remembered. . 

In conclusion, Mr. Editor, I think it not inappropriate to 
state that Taz TRUTH SEEXER'S circulation, by our encour- 
sgement, has increased within the last year about thirty 
copies in this little place, which we think well done when 
we remember hardly one copy was taken before that time. 

Respectfully yours, 8. M. CRAWFORD, 
: . Sec, Saranac L. L., No. 129. 


DEAR BENNETT: Perhaps this is the last letter I shall 
ever write with your name at the head. Will you indulge 
f me to say that I never headed with a nobler name, although 
INNEREIP, ONT., CAN., Mar. 1, 1880. I ventured once to giv this heading, to wit, ** His Excel- 

DEAR EDITOR: In reading your paper I never fail to look |lency, Rutherford B. Hayes?” But, O God (or devil; 
if there are any letters from Canada ; but it is seldom that| whichever you please) how he has disgraced my favorite 
one appears. As an evidence that this is not altogether the | name! I did not ask the moral coward to release you from 
fault of friends, I know a very warm friend of Bennett's prison; I did not ask him to pardon you, for I held that you 
(James Brown, of Galt) who, two or three months ago, sent | had not sinned in the case. Well, perhaps we should rather 

-a letter for publication: containing $13.00, $10.00 of which pity than despise a moral coward, Who knows his physio- 
was for the Defense Fund, but as yet no acknowledgment | logical surroundings? He is what they made him. 

has been made in the THE TRUTH SEEKER, and although| Bro. Bennett, 1 sometimes feel alittle overplumb and 

there is.no complaint, I would merely suggest that it would | imagine that your name will liv as long as that of Socrates. 

be better if a more frequent acknowledgment of moneys | I think I told you once that nothing hurts if you don’t care 
was made. 1 $ for it. And now I say, don't care about things 80 much as 

Tam glad to see that your business is increasing, and that | to induce derangement or insanity, Your mind is worth 
you are adding to your stock of excellent books. T hav | $1,000,000 to the world after ail the bad luck you think has 
lately read the ** Martyrdom of Man,” by Winwood Reade, | overtaken you. I shall not be surprised, if you liv for 
and look upon it as one of the most fascinating, instructive, | twenty-five years to come, to know you will feel that Com- 
and entertaining books I ever read. It is certainly a very | stock, Benedict, and Hayes should be pitied on account of 
valuable addition and should have a large sal their low state. "Truth is rising and must conquer. 

From what I can learn, Freethought is spreeding very fast | Brother, I hav no doubt that {am in my second child 
in this country, I very seldom hear a sermon, but I hear} hood. Perhaps I hav already said uncouth things in this 

. that the preachers are giving lofidelity a large amount of | letter, though I'll not fret about it if I hav, for I write for 
attention. Scientific thought is compelling many of the| you and you only, and you will hav to excuse me. Perhaps 
most learned to admit that the first chapters in Genesis are| you hav learned long ago that I was born in 1790. Lam 
allegorical, and not historically true. Now, it is not very|now called “the old Infidel.” I don't think any of my 
long ago since the Rev. Mr. Taylor, author of the “ Devil's | acquaintances expect me to turn Christian, I hav had my 

Pulpit,” was imprisoned for showing that the Bible, from | Infidel creed published in two newspapers in Texas, In 

first to last, was an astronomical allegory. Surely the world | that creed I declared that I had once been a zealous Metho- 

moves, By and by we will be told the meaning of the flood | dist and once been a respectable Presbyterian, ard that I 

story, that of the sss speaking, the sun standing still, the | yet believe I got as good religion when I was fourteen years 

whale swallowing Jonah, etc. Thousands of intelligent | of age as any person ever did get. The truth is, I am con- 

and well-meaning people laugh at these stories, as legends | stitutionally a very religious man. . 

of a barbarous age, and the clergy hardly know what to do | ` But I must now break off from my experience and tell 

about it. you what I began this letter for. I want you to find one 

Bennett’s last letter is rich—one of the best he ever wrote, | dollar within and send me all the leaflets you can afford for 
except that brief, bold, independent, and pithy one to the | that dollar. Of course I shall distribute them gratis. 
President. That, I believe, will be read when nearly all| Please make the selection for me. 3 
others are forgotten. The idea of an honest, noble-minded | I hold that Iam a good man. but I cannot keep from 
man standing in the penitentiary upon his dignity and inno- | getting mad while I am reading “From Behind the Bars. 
cence, Withdrawing the appeal of himself and friends for | As old as I am, I feel that I would travel a thousand miles 
the clemency of the President, is grand. .to get Benedict, Colgate, and Comstock into the peniten- 

‘It appears a good many, led by such men as Underwood, | tiary for ninety-nine years, The book says, '' Love your 
regard Tug TRUTH SEEKER as rough and uncultured. enemies," but {hold that itis impossibie. I hold that we 
Well, why can’t that class read their polished and cultured | should not injure our enemies unjustly; but these three 
sheet, and allow the uneducated and unpolished the luxury | 8camps that I hav named deserve the ninety-nine years if 
of reading Tar TRUTH SEEKER? John Bunyan says: | they should liv so long. 2 
* One loves the meat, another loves to pick the bone," Evi-| Isee that you expect to breathe fresh air about the first 
dently the readers of your paper are satisfied with the great of May. Millions of people will be glad when you enjoy 
hunks of meat doled out to them weekly, and they should | that glorious boon, Let us both try to liv till that day, that 
be willing to allow others to polish the bone, if they so de- | we may rejoice together. You will be 61 years, 4 months, 
sire. 8 weeks; I will be 81 years, 3 months. 

For some time after taking your paper I filed the numbers Farewell, farewell, J, A, RUTHERFORD, 
away, thinking them well worth keeping ; but I found the 
weekly bill of fare so ample that I did not need the old 
numbers, and therefore began to giv them away ; the result 
has been several new subscribers. 

In conclusion I would say that go far as I know all are in 
sympathy with D, M. Bennett, and look upon him as a very 
badly-abused man. Yours for truth and right, 

F, MALCOLM. 


[Our friend's donation was received, and will be found 
acknowledged in another column. We like to wait till we 
get'a big list,.—Ep. T. 8.] 


Le 2 from Friends Honey Grove, TExas, Feb. 17, 1880. 


Boonton, N, J., March 5, 1880. 
Mr, EDITOR : There is no doubt any longer that it is de- 
termined to destroy the Liberals, by all means, fair or foul. 
The mask is thrown off. A man here told me that Robert 
Ingersoll, and all like him, were worthy of death, He said 
that is what many more said. Put to death is- the verdict. 
Mark that down. Mr. Bennett should be thankful his life is 

spared. Yours, Lewis HAWGENSEN. 


. AUBRY, KAN., Feb. 16, 1880. 

Mz. D, M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: My brother in Liberal- 
ism, if I hav not forfeited the right to that claim, I at last 
forward the amount due you on your paper. I hav been so 
negligent that I am really ashamed to write to you, but all 
I can do is to own up ta. it, and if Lam forgiven this time I 
shall certainly try and do better in the future. I often 
wonder that you could be so lenient with me as to not stop 
sending your paper to me. Iam truly grateful and happy: 
that you hav not done so. I believe Iam the only person in. 
this vicinity who takes it. I hav tried hard to get some 
Subscribers in this neighborhood, but our doctrine is not 
popular here by any means. I hav been told by some that 
the paper was not fit to be in any. man’s house who had any 
regard forhis family. 'To such I would say that this is 
claimed to be a free country, which I however think is not, 
and J hav a right to my religious and political views, and 
shall express them as strong as my intellectual powers will 
admit me to whenever called upon to do so by an opposi- 
tion party. Myself and family hav many a time been ridi- 
culed for believing in truth. THE TRUTH SEEKER is my 
bible, and with it L hav been able not only to combat, but 
also to defeat any arguments the Christians may bring up on 
religion. I often feel thankful that I ever came across ita 
path, and that of its noble editor, Hoping that it will con- 
tinue to liv and prosper, I remain, 

Yours truly, ALFRED COLLINS. 


[The following letter should hav appeared earlier, but has 
been unintentionally overlooked.—Ep. T. 8.1 


: ] SABANAC, Micu., Jan, 5, 1880, 
"To THE EDITOR or TAE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: With the 
commencement of the new year we presume it not inappro- 
priate to acquaint you, as well as our- surrounding brother 
Liberals, of the progress that we as co-workers, unsup- 
ported by &ny extraordinary ability and influence, and 
while yet young in experience and unable to announce, 
sincercly desiring it may in a measure be the result of stim- 
ulating into action any inactive organization where services 
and assistance in their national great and glorious reforma- 
tion of Christian tyrannicalism is now so decidedly solic- 
ited. That there is indeed much work for all to 80 accom- 
plish much, but a reflection to measure the vastness of the 
outstretched ficld before them, yet with the fond recollec- 
tion of our merited endeavors in the near future encourages 
and sccomplishes results that once looked insurmountable. 
Within our small surroundings of about one thousand indi- 
viduals, situated beneath the towering monuments of five 
Christian obeisances, we are permitted to subscribe the sen- 
timents of one hundred and fifty patriots loyal to the prin- 
ciples of universal liberty and the unjust usurpation of its 
rights by Christian intolerators who would trample beneath 
respect the independence once 80 heroically battled for, and 
since so fervenily cherished by their admirers, who now 
stand arrayed sustaining the noble efforts, if it can be so 
honorab)y achieved and left to be guarded. — 
As we look back upon the old year, and bid a farewell to 
its fleeting remembrances we are pleased to receive with Jounson’s CREE x, N, Y., Feb. 26 1880. 
much gratification the satisfactory result that favored our] To THE EDITOR or Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Though I 
energetic endeavor granting to that divine book an unlim- | hav been for over fifteen years & believer in F'reethought, 
ited vacation whose services in our public school hav by | and hav done what I could in a manner more or less private 
theology so long been taught as a necessary adjunct usurp- | to substitute the philosophy of a rational religion for the 
ing an Uninterrupted possession for years. But to-day, this tenets of the church in the minds of those with whom I 
day, the dawn of a new era recoguizes for once an inde- j came in contact, it is only since I became a reader of Tug 
pendent free schoo! where untutored intellects gre not sub- | TRUTH SEEKER that I hav become aware of the extent and 
nascent to a Christian creed utilizing the attention that | perfection of the system of power of the Christian churches 
nature’s abundant beauties more intellectually educate and | for the purpose of crushing and persecuting Freethought 
instruct, Sirenuously did our religious usurpers oppose | and Freethinkers, the effect of which is seen in the impris- 
this just, equitable, and impartial demand, Reluctantly | onment of D. M. Bennett, the brave and fearless champion 
accepting the wish and will of those who hav become cog-| of human rights, _ 
nizant of the impaitiality and injustice to humanity and For the introduction of Tux TRUTH SEEKER into our 
civilization, evidently conceiving an approaching evil that | family, and into that of several others in this vicinity, we 
sooner or later perchance was destined to ripen to a com- ] are indebted to the presence and efforts in our midst of Mrs. 
plete abrogation of tuose Liberal principles that our time- Amelia Colby and Mrs. Olive Smith, of St. Louis, Mo., who 
honored fathers ordained as a universal enjoyment. . [are doing truly valiant work in the cause of Spiritualism 
And now, with a more popular, improved Liberal senti-| and Liberal thought both in Johnson's Creek and in Lock- 
ment a League was deemed advisable, that more and better | port. 
accomplishments might be secured, and, in pursuant, caled| Mrs, Colby has delivered five lectures here, and she has 
into favorable consideration the attention of fifty freemen, | so clearly set forth the falsities of church, the parasitical 
who felt the encroachments upon their rights, and, in adju- | nature of the priesthood, the encroachments of the whole 
dication, subscribed in obedience to tha Liberal platform | Christian system on our once free government, its wily and 
their support and influence as the only thoroughfare that | dastardly fnanipulations of our laws to silence and perse- 
grants to them those privileges. f . cute Freethought and Freethinkers under the pretense of 
Eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, as a year indelibly | protecting our land from the immoralities of obscene liter- 
marked ia the history of Liberalism, we could not refrain | ature, that the community has become roused as never - 
from leaving & memorative landmark sacred to its fleeting | before, . 
remembrance, and an opportunity more favorable wasmade Large audiences hav listened eagerly to her fearless and 
unquestionable by the appreciative presenceof brother J, H. | forcible. speeches, and masterly argumenta, with thrilling 
Burnham, of Saginaw City, the eloquent and energetic Her- | interest, while the church looked threateningly on, feeling it- 
cules of Liberal thought and eloquence, whose forcible and | self supported by no truth that it could demonstrate, no 
unanswerable arguments carry conviction to the willing | fact on which to rest as a basis, hav used their only weapona 
listener. Kindly giving us a course of five lectures, an | against her, malice and falsehocd, and to which they would 
average audience greeted him on Sunday morning, Decem- | gladly add torture, and are only hindered by the existing 
ber 27th, in his first lecture entitled '* The Destructionists— Liberal public sentiment. 
Who are They ?” In the evening his lecture, “ Are we In-| In closing I would say to either Liberal or Spiritual 
debted to Christianity for our Civilization ?” was attentively societies, if you desire a speaker in your midst who will not 
listened to by a large and appreciative audience. Monday | only disseminate Freethought, but who will rouse its advo- 
evening his subject, ‘‘ Does the Universe Disclose Design ?" | cates to life and action in the much needed work of reform, 
brought forth again another full hoise. It was a masterly | and Liberalism, you cannot do better than to avail your- 
éffort, with teling effect, Tuesday evening came, and, 28 | selves of the services of Mrs. Colby and Mrs. Smith, who 
usual, a good audience honoredáis well-delivered discourse | are about to visit the Eastern cities, and who will answer 
upon “ Liberalism—Jte Aims amd Degigns;” a& the close of ^any calls on their route thither, Enma TAXLOR, 2 


LITCHFIELD, ILL., Feb. 25, 1880. 
Mr. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Y hope you will pardon 
my neglect to send on pay forthe best paper in this country, 
I take six papers, but I would sooner hav THE TRUTH 
SEEKER than all of them. 
lhope our venerable friend, D. M, Bennett, will come 
out in good health and spirits at the end of his term of 
imprisonment; then he will pay them up for old and new. 
Inclosed you will find post-oflice order for $9, to be applied 
88 directed. Yours truly, W. J. CYRUS, 


: Ouray, COL., Feb. 20, 1880. 

D. M, Bennett, Dear Sir: Asa Liberal and a friend to 
the downtrodden and oppressed, I wish to associate my 
name with the many who sympathize with you, bereft of 
your freedom, which is the elixir of life, the foundation of 
al] true happiness in man's existence. 

"We reason, we advocate free press and free speech; to do 
good and be happy is our beliet, and for this the world 
“shuts its door in Our faces and empties its slops upon us 
from the windows.” For an expression of our ideas the 
heretic robs us of our liberty and calls upon his God to 
banish us to a den of devils, there to writhe in torments 
forever, and through all eternity to feast upon the vapors of 
an eternal hell. We must die and yet exist. We must for- 
ever be dead to enjoyment, yet alive to suffering. We must 
be made to suffer the pangs of death, followed by the tor- 
tures of eternal damnation, that the wrath of a loving God 
may be appeased, Not satisfied with the tortures inflicted 
by their God, they will giv us a foretaste of a future punish- 
ment in the form of a prison (an earthly hell), instigated 
and governed by the imps of heresy, who possess the spirit 

et lack the power to administer tne sulphurous flame. 
While you are serving your term in a heretics dungeon, the 
victim of unjust accusations, a Rev, Hayden allures a fair 
one to. destruction, and, fearing exposure, robs her of her 
life that his own character may be preserved, and he is a 

an. . 
s incident occurred in our Muse a Mos e 8go 
which I hope may fiad a place in the columns of your paper.. 
A otn calling himself. by name A. F. Kibby, and resid- 
ing in Brooklyn, made his appearance in one of our little 
rural districts advertising himself as a superintendent of one 
of the largest Sunday-schools in Brooklyn, N. Y., a great 
church man, and the president of a mining company, He 
borrowed a horse to ride a short distance, disposed of it, 
returned in a roundabout way to Ouray, became beastly 
intoxicated, and was told by the peaceful citizens of the 
place that his presence was no longer necessary. Fearing 
that the farmer of whom he borrowed the horse might be- 
come uneasy and overtake him, he departs, post haste, for 
his home, his church, and Sunday-school, imagining his sin 
will not find him. He in a fraud, and the people are anxious 
ose him, even in his own city. — . , 
ie Tum TRUTH SEEKER is regularly received and its contents 
and attentively perused, . 
is are thankful that in our isolated yet picturesque 
valley, under the shadow of the old “ Rockies,” we can 
receive an occasional glimpse from ‘‘ Behind the Bars, and 
unsparingly the sunsnino of your thought casts its rays 
ur pathway. ours truly, 
RAMS ugnien aio y Cnas. S, TRENCHARD. 


SUGAR Loar, Cor. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find money 
order for eleven dollars. And in connection with this small 
amount of money I want credit for a large amount of sym- 
pathy for one who suffers for daring to exercise the rights. 
of an American citizen, May your confinement be short 
from the exercise of a power delegated to the President of 
our country. 

I differ with your religious views; but, like you and 
thousands of others in our great country, I insist om 
unbounded freedom of religious expression by word, press, 
and mail. 

Can't something be said or done that will break downa 
manifest temerity in a great number of Freethinkers? 
Freethought is trammeled by fear of public opinion. 

Yours in friendship, Jonn 8. COLBY.. 


TRUTH SEEKER : I learn from a reliable member 
oe ha inet wealthy and aristocratic church (Presbyterian) 
in Oawego city that it is next to impossible to support their 
miniater and defray their absolutely necessary expenses— 
they are getting so skeptical, He says also that this is the 
Case with all the other Protestant churches there, and every 
regular attendant is expected to inclose al! he can spare 
every Sunday and drop it oa the plate. One church is 
closed, and on a board over the door, in large letters, are 
the words, “ For sale.” | I T oa Me come to 
the rescue, but he only ‘‘laughs at their "a 

f . Yours truly, AH W, 
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W. S. Bell’s Lectures. 


1. Thomas Paine. 
2, Jesus Christ. 


1. Hell, and Persecution, 
9. What Has Freethought to Of- 
«r in Place of Christianity ? 
E3. Revivals of Religions. 


PRESS NOTICES. 


Fe is a good speaker, & perfect gentleman, 

& scholar, and well acquainted withithe subjects 

. Ou which he epeaks.—ONE oF HIS AUDIENCE, 
in "Ipswich Chronicle.” 


Mr. Bellis a profound thinker and an elo- 
quent. speaker. His points are clear and dia- 
tinct. and he does not fail to convince—" Huli’s 
Crucible.” 

Mr. Bell is a gentleman of fine scholarly at- 
tainments and a very pleasing speaker.—’’Ban- 
ner of Light.” i 

Mr. Bell is a pleasing speaker, polite to oppo- 
nents, but, of course, radical in his views.— 
"" Marietta Register.” 

Bro. Bell is a first-class speaker, and handles 
hie subjects in a masterly manner.—Mas, FRANK 
KOoEBNE, ín “Boston Investigator." 

He ts a gentleman of recognized superior 
ability not only as a public speaker, bnt in the 
use of his pen.—" New Bedford Signal.” 


For terms, etc., address 
W. S, BELL, 
No. 78 Fourth St., Naw BEDFORD, Mass 


Gaver: The Commoner.’ 


The most Radical, Anti- Ring, Auti-Clique, 
Anti-Monopolistic Greenback-Labor Paper 
.in the world. Published weekly, $1.50 per 
ear, 
Bland's " Life of B. F. Butler,” oneof the most 
readable books ever written. Over 200 pages; 


price, 50 cents. Wesend the ” Life of Butler" 
and the * Commoner ” three months, to any 


address, for B0'cente. Addresa, 
MOSES HULL & OO., 
ats 46 School Bt., Boson, Mass. 


J.WM. VAN NAME, M.D., 


PHYSICIAN AND PSYCHOMETRIST, 
Pembroke, Genesee County, N. Y. 


Examinations made from lock of hair, $1.00: 
state full name and age. Psycometrie reading 
of character, $1.00. Six questions answered, 
$1.00. Magnetized remedies for all diseases. 
Will answer calls to lecture before temperanca 
societies, Liberal Leagues, Spiritualist soci- 
eties, and attend conventions, funerals, etc., 
within reasonable distance of home, on moder- 
ate terms. 419 


THE ROOT OF THE MATTER. 
SAMSON ; 


A Myth-Storv of the Sun. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ac- 
cording to the Holy Men 


of Old. 


The author of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythical] in its character. He presents 
us & number of copies to be disposed of in the 
interest of THE TRUTH SEEKER. All who pure 
chase will therefore aid THE TRUTH SEEKER to 
the amount of their purchase, or add to the 
Bennett fund as they may choose. 

amson, 20 cents; Gospel of the Kingdom. 2 
voln.. each. 80 canta, 


Great Co-operative Colony. 
NOW FORMING IN NEW YORK. 


Send 20 cents for pamphlet and Constitution to 


H. E, SHARPE, 
2014 East 9th street, N. Y. 


FAMILY CREEDS, 


BY 


WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
Author of “ EXETER 


HALL,” «*HEATHENS OF THE 
HEATH,” ete. 

To any who hav read either of this 
favorite Liberal writer’s other ro- 
mances, it only need be said that this 
468 pp. 


tt 


is not inferior to them. 
In cloth, $1.25. 
For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y. 


a 
What Five Dollars 

ex 

Will Do: 

It will pay for Tot TRUTH SEEKER one year 
and a copy of either of the following great 
works: The World's Sazes, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers, The Ohampions of the Church, Vis- 
count Amberley’s Analysis of Religious Belief, 
Thomas Paine’s Great Theological and Politi- 
eal Works in one large volume; or a copy of any 
two of the above works without Tax TRUTH 
SEEKER, Postage paid on all. 


INELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physicfan, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove. 

Oures all forms of. Private, Chronic, and 
Sexun) Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and 
other causes, producing some of the fol- 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions {night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
of Bight, efective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Noclety of Fə- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, ote., etc.. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application. which is the 
Doctor's latest and greatest medical discovery. 
and which he has 80 far prescribed for this 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many h 
Falling Sickness— Fits; others upon the verge 
of Consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrhea, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cure”, All diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhea, 
etc., treated with equal success. 

It is self-evident that a pbysician who, like 
Dr. K. P. Fellows, pays special attention to a 
certain class of diseases, and treating thou- 
sands annually, acquires great skill. Physi- 
cians knowing this tact recommend persons to 
his care. Consultations personally or by letter 
free and invited. Oharges reasonable and cor- 
respondenee strictly confidential. 


HIS PRIVATE CIRCULAR 


Sent to any address, giving full information in 
regard to his External Application. and con- 
taining cures sworn to before a magistrate. 
which is positive and convincing testimony to 
the Doctor’s great skill. Inelose two three-cent 
stamps and address as above. 

ELnMINA DzAKE BEFENEER writes: '' Mr, Slenker 
has been under his (Dr. Fellows) care for some 
months; is being treated by him for partial 


. deafness and chronic catarrh, both of which in- 


firmities seem gradually yielding to the doc- 


tor’s remedies. There is no warmer friend to |. 


progress and mental freedom among all the 
readers of our beloved TRUTH SEEKER than 
good Dr. Fellows. and if you are afflicted with 
any of the thousand ills that flesh is heir to, I 
hope you will one and all givour Liberal friend 
&n opportunity to make you well again—to 
render the physical casket a fit receptacle for 
the jewel of the mind, which is THE ALL that 
makes us what we are and renders us worthy of 
the love, admiration, and respect of our kind.” 


Freethinkers’ Badge Pin. 


made uf gf gold plate; 
package registere and 
Olub of one dozen or more, ordered tò one ad- 
dress, paekage registered and postage paid 
$1.10 each, Remit by P.O. order or registered 
letter. For fractional parts of a dollar, postage 
stamps of the denomination of one, three, and 
ton conis takon, wer Bed in ee order ot 

eir application, es to be only from 
the patentee, LUOY E CHURCHILL, 

West Richfield, Summit 00., Ohio. 


BALAMANOA, N. Y., Doo. 23, 1878. 


Miss OHUROBILL: I am much pleased with | Golds 
‘| your " Freethinkers! Badge Pin.” Itis & splen- 


did design, and every Freethinker and member 
of the eral League should hav one and wear 
it" to be seen of men," and women too, and 
thus ' let their light shine." Send me one as 
soon as they are completed. H. L. Green. 


NewBuryeort, Mass., May 19, 1879. 
My Dear Madam: Your idea of an external 


and visible sign for the friends of mental lib- | 


erty, to exhibit to one another on their persons. 
seems to me very good. In union there is 
strength. In union there is alse conscious 
strength, i. e., courage. A quiet, pretty badge. 
such as you propose, can certainly do no harm. 


Ishould like to wear one. But it must be pleas- § 


ing; for part of our mission is to promote 
beauty everywhere and in all things. To make 
the world beautiful, and the human life in it 
beautiful, are the vast results of liberty. We 
must do nothing ugly. think nothing ugly, feel 
nothing ugly, wear nothing ugly. 

ery truly yours, AMES PARTON. 


Third Annual Congress 


oF THE 


National Liberal League 


: HELD AT 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 
September 13 and 14, 1879, 


Contains Speeches made and Letters read, 
80 list of Liberal Leagues, Officers for 1879-80, 
ork of the Convention, Oonstitution of the 
ague, Howto form Auxiliaries. Reports of 
Officers, ete. 
Price, 25 cents; flve for à dollar, 
D. M. BENNETT. 
141 Eighth Street, New York city. 


JUST ISSUED. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Ohronie Diseases ean be positively 
cured by an original system of practice. It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 


ali the chronic ills to which the human family: 


ig subject, besides iliustrative cases, and wiil be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 


and a three-cent stamp to t of mal . 
and  MUBBAY HILL PUBLISHING Going 
129 East 28th Street, N, X. 


VOLUME VI. 


The Truth Seske 


FOR 1879. 
NOW READY. 


$12.00 Worth of Liberal Reading 
'* for $4.50. Containing 836 
Large Pages. A Full 


RECORD OF LIBERALISM FOR 
A YEAR. 


Has more Liberal reading matter 
than a half dozen ordinary $2 books. 
Lectures, Essays, Scientific Articles, 
Liberal News and Notes, Proceedings 
of Liberal ‘Conventions during the 
year. Also 


THE TRIAL OF D. M, BENNETT. 


Full account of the Arrest, Con- 
viction, and Sentence. 


Articles and Lectures by Ben- 
nett, Ingersoll, Putnam, Bell, 
Jamieson, Underwood, Leland, 
Mrs. Slenker, Bradford, Green, 
Parton, Andrews, Wakeman, 
Palmer, Chapman, and hosts of 
other clear-headed, able Liberals. 


Sent Post-paid, in Cloth, for $4.50. 
Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth street. N. Y. 


Revelations of Antichrist 


CONCERNING 
Christ and Christianity. 


“This volume gives us mountains of evidence 
that the Christ of the Bible was never born, 
never crucified. never died. . . It contains 
more deep researches into the far back pages 
of antiquity than any volume ever, read. 
ANTICHRIST proves from history that James 
Kepha (Cephas, alias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Christian era, and so did Jesus 
Ohrist—indeed, many Ohrists and many by the 
name of Jesus, . , In my precious collection 
of Liberal works I hav placed this last valuable 
acquisition first and foremost of all.” 

ELMINA D. SuENKER. 

The book contains 446 pages. with a very full 
Index and table of contents. Price. $200. 


LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The 


Truth Seeker Office. 
Thomas Paine. . F. E, Abbot, 
Paine's Bust. Frothingham 
Paine’s Monument, Wendell Phillips, 
Voltaire, Emerson, 
Rousseau, Garrison, 
Humboldt. Henry Bergh, 
Goethe, Peter Cooper, 
Schiller, ,R. Burt, 

. Comte, B. P. Andrews, 
Heine. Walt Whitman. 
Alex. ape. Froude, 

Jobn Milton, Max Muller, 

oidsmith, Warren Chase. 
Shelley, Jas. Parton, 
Byron. Wm. Denton, 
Burns, Dr, Slade 
Washington, . J. Davis, 
Franklin. Foster. 
Jefferson. J. M. Peebles, 
John Adams. Frances Wright. 
J. Q. Adams. E. V. Wilson, 

i Madison, G. L. Hendorson, 
Jackson. Prof. Fiske, 
Lincoln, Fred Douglas, 

; Lincoln’s Monument, N. P. Banks, 

: Gerrit Smith , V. Nasby. 

! Honry O. Wright. Beecher, 

: J. 8. Mill, Tilton, 

umner, Moulton, 

: Edgar À. Poe, G. W. Curtis. 
Greeley. r h, Nast, 

, Oastellar, . G. Bennett, 

ı Tennyson, Chas. A. ana, , 
Darwin Phoebe Carey, 
Tyndall, Alice Carey. ; 
H. Spencer, Elizabeth C. Btantox 

' Huxley, Busan B. Anthony. 

i Proctor, Lucy Stone, 
Draper. Julia Ward Howe, 
Bradlaugh. Qhas, Cheney, : 
Holyoake, Paulina Davis, 
Ingersoll. Mary F, Davis, 
Underwood, Emma H, Britten 

, Mendum, Lizzie Fowler, 

| Seaver, Mrs. Slenker. 
L, Colby, Susan H. Wixon, 
Dr. Hare D. M. Bennett. 
Judge J. W. Edwards. W. 8. Bell. 
Lizzie Doten. i J. 0, Bundy. 
Mrs. J. Conant. 8. B. Jones. 
Dr. Mary E. Walker Asa K, Butts, 

* (full : W. F. Jamieson, 


Geo. Francis Train. Kersey Graves. 


and hundreds of others, including generals, 

statesmen. poets, actors, actresses, ete. at 10 

| cents each singly, or eleyen for one dollar. 
Neat Albums, by mail, to hold 80 photos.. 

, 60 Gts., to hold 50, 89. 

i D.M BENNET: 141 Eighth St, New York. 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This ig the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH S£EKER. It is the best onthe subject, 
«nd shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-iooked-for outeome 

; ofthe teaching of the Bible. 
! Price 10 cente, D. M. BENNETT, 
Btreet.N. Y. Clty. 


141 Eighth 


| me MARTYRDOM OF MN 


A Compendium of Universal History 
BY WINWOOD READE. 
SECOND EDITION. 


Large clear type, toned paper, broad mar- 
gins, extra cloth, 12mo, 548 pp., $2.00. 


Mr. Reade’s historica! survey of the world of 
nature and man, marvelous as it js, in its mul- 
titude of details, in its comprehensive sweep, 
in its ter3e, splendid paragraphs, in its evl- 
dence of wide and careful reading, and its gen- 
eral accuracy,gives the impression of a reading 
‘as immense as that of Hume, Gibbon, or of 
Buekle. 


ExTRACT.— The good in this world predom- 
inates over the bad; the good is ever in^reas- 
ing, the bad is everdiminishing, But,if God is 
ove, why is there any bad at all? Is the world 
like a novel, in which the villains are put in to 
make it more dramatic, and in which virtue 
only triumphs in thethird volume? It is cer- 
tain that the feelings of the created hav in no 
way been considered. If, indeed, there were a 
judgment-day, it would be for man to appear at 
the bar, not as a criminal, but as an accuser, 
What has he done that he should be subjected to 
& life of torture and temptation? God might 
hav made us all happy, and he has made us 
miserable. Is that benevolence? God might 
hav made us all pure, and he has made us all 
sinful. Is that the perfection of morality? If 
I believed in this man-created God, in this 
divine Nebuchadnezzar, I would say, You can 
make me livin your world, O Creator, but you 
cannot make me admire it; you can load me 
with chains, but you cannot make me flatter 
you; you can send me to hell-flre, but you can- 
not obtain my esteem. Andif you condemn me, 
you condemn yourself. If I hav committed’ 
sins, you invented them, which is worse. If the 
watch you hav made does not go well, whose 
fault ia that? Is it rational to damn the wheels 
and the springs ? 


AUTHORITIES,—ÓOn Egypt, Wilkinson, Rawlin- 
son's Herodotus, Bunsen; Ethiopia or Ab- 
yssinia, Bruce, Baker, Lepsius; Carthage, Hee- 
ren’s African Nations, Niebuhr, Mommsen; 
East Africa, Vincent’s Periplus, Gulliain, 
Hakluyt Society’s Publications; Moslem Af- 
rica (Central), Park, Caille, Denham and Olap- 
perton, Lander. Barth, Ibn Batuta, Leo Afri- 
canus; Guinea and South Africa, Azurara 
Barros, Major. Hakluyt Purchas. Livingstone. 


Assyria, Sir H. Rawlinson, Layard; India, 
Max Muller, Webber; Persis, Heerens’ Asiatic 
Nations; Central Asia, Burnes, Wolff, Vambery ; 
Arabia. Niebuhr, Caussin de Perceval, Sprenger, 
Deutsch, Muir, Burckhardt, Burton, Palgrave: 
Palestine, Dean Stanley, Renan, Dollinger, Bpi- 
noza, Robinson, Neander. . : 


Greece. Grote. O. Meller, Curtius, Heerens. 
Lewes. Taine. About, Becker's Charicles; Bome, 
Gibbon, Macaulay, Becker’s Gallus; Dark Ages, 
Hallam, Guizot, Robertson, Prescott, Irving; 
Philosophy of History, Herder, Buckle, Comte, 
Lecky, Mill, Draper; Science, Darwin, Lyell, 


| Herbert Spencer, Huxley, Tyndall, Vestiges of 


Creation, Wallace, Tylor, Lubbock. 


Itis really a remarkable book, in which uni- 
versal history is '' boiled down" with surprising 
Bkill."—Literary World. 


You turn over his pages with a fascination 
similar to that experienced in reading Wash- 
ington Irving.—Inter- Ocean. 


His history has a continuity a rush, a carry- 
ing power, which reminds us strikingly of Gib- 
bon,—New Haven Palladim. 


The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has astylethat reminds us of Macau- 
lay,—Penn Monthly. 


We could scarcely hav supposed it possible for 
any writer, however gifted, to put into one vol- 
ume, reasonable in size and price, so much reli- 
able information, sound logie, and inspiring 
thought.—Ziferary Review. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of ‘‘ The Iliad of the East,” “ Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back ‘and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.50. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
gravhic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 


Power. eloquence, and originality character- 
ize ' Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels.—Zllustrated Lon- 
don News. : 


An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not havbeen ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition, 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas.— Westminster Review. 


D. M, BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Eighth 8t., N.Y, 
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ANDREW STONE, M.D.,| CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Physician for the Last Twenty-three 
ears to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
gienic Institute, Founder of the 

New Magnetic College, and 
Author of ‘The New 
Gospel of Health,” 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmonary 
Consumption, Asthma, Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 
Diphtheria, Catarrh, and all diseases of the air 
Dassages, by inhalation of his system of cold or 
cool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach from being 
perverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 

een the practice of antiquated systems. 


By this WONDERFULLY PEBFEOTED sys-|{ 


tem, patients are successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
out the necessity of seeinz them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—based 
in the first place, upon & searching DIAGNOSIS 
of each case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning’s urine (urina: angwinis), showing 
the condition of the blood, or Farchometris ex- 
amination by photograph and loek of hair, or 
both, as may be deemed essential, where per- 
] sonal L presence is not had. 


personally attend, anda Diploma onere 
n this com- 

net- 

Ad- 


tion of Psychic Force, according to the law of 


The vitalizing magnetic 
Sun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
of effete matter by cutaneous gocretion, The 
doctrine taught at this College is emphatically 
to construct, to build up, to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 


ower of healing by 


Analysis.and.full report of case made for $5, 
independent of any treatment. gokages 
transmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 
Hon, and stamps for return answers must be 
inclosed-in all cases, or no reply will be made. 


Address, AwpREW Sronm, M. D., Oon- 
sulting and Attending Physician, Bowery 
Place, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y. 17 


gb to $20 per. day at. home, 


. Sams 
worth $5 free. Address STIN- 
ON & 00 Portland Maine. tya 


& week in your own town. Terms and 
«60,2 Werke trio Address Hi HALLETT & 
CO.. Portland. Maine. 1y21 


13 A WEEK. $124 day at home easily made, 
Outfit free. Address TRUE & O0., Gannett 


nina. 


What Is the Bible? 


BY J. T. SUNDERLAND. 


tles 
the 


treats of its inspiration and revelation, consid- 
its claims as a classic and as the parent 
of Monotheism. Jt is a very broad and catholic 
work, answering the questions which naturally 
arise in connection with religion. and negating 
the assumption of an infallible word of God. 
Price, 91.00. 
For sale by D. M, BENNETT. 
i kigtth st. New York. - 


THE BIBLE OF MOHAMMED. 
(THE KORAN.) 


Translated by George Sale. 


Containing Notes, Preliminary Discourse, 
and Index, 


Complete edition in fine English cloth bind- 
ing. 630 large 12m0 pages, at the very low 
price of $1. Address, D. M, BENN. , 

Ui Eighth St., New York. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 
DR. FOO1ES HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one’ year and for the AMERICAN ILLUSTRAT- 


ED Pronounoina PockEr DIOTIONABRY, con- 
taining 30,000 words. 


ONH DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE'S 
HEALTH MONTHLY.. ook 

d for a large center-table boo 

Bor one verte Complete Works of Shakeporo | 


Do not forget to send 2$ cents to pay postage or 
86 cents if you want it regietered, Addr: ss 


BAY HILL PUBLISHING CO., 
KUR 129 £. 28th st., New York city. 


Epicurus: or, a Few 


Davs in Athens. 


Being the Translation of a Greek Mss. dis- 
covered in Herculaneum, 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Containing a copy of the head of Epicurus,” 
Price T5 conte, For sale b 


T 
“917 E. Math Btreot, Now York, 


Jin all his lectures on that subject. 


Co 
e | Paine,” " Individuality 


it 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leadin. 
to them are peing treated by that lainest o 
books, PLAIN HOME TALK, EMBRACING 
MEDICAL COMMON SENSE — nearly 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E. B. FOOTE, 
of 120 Lexington Avé. New York, to whom ail 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19,1878. Mr. Bennett's 
TRUTH Seeker thus sveaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: '" We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say. 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is aman ofthe highest incentives an 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ng and improving nis fellow-belngs by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medieai works possess the highest value, 
&nd hav been Introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienio, and morai lessons which he 
has so ably imparted. 

Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 

y mall FREE, Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion. by mail. postage propaid, only $1.50. Oon- 
tonta table free. AGENTS WANTED. 

UBRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

129 East 28th Street. New York. 


JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” | 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
eae containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 

.95. 


This book contains the principal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the Fantateuch 
e pàm- 
phlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
neorreot, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book justissued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic, inimitable in its style. and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, anu pathos. 


Busts of R. 6. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size,.price $2,50. 

Small Buste, on Podestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Saxony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or large size . .  .  . 40Gents 

Photo or card size e sse œ i 

Life-size Lithograph.21x27 .  . . 60 
Postage paid, 


D. M, BENNETT. 
14 EIGHTH 8T., NEW YORE. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION. 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures.” 


NTENTS.—''The Gods," "Humboldt," "Thos, 
:" Heretics and Her- 


esies. ^ Price, 50 cents. 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures.” 


CoNTENTS.—'' The. Ghosts,” “ Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Child,” * Declaration of Independ- 
ence,” ' Farming io Illinois,” ** Speech at Oin- 
einnati," "The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream.” Price 50 cents. 

Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 


Imperial, or large size... .. .«.«« 40 cents, 
Photo, or card 826. ............ 20 cents. 
Life-nze lithograph, 91x297...... 50 cents, 


Postage paid, 
Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25. 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t.. New York. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. | 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Ohampagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and lett as his 
“Last Willánd Testament" to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled ''Com- 
moni 6" y ful work 
s is a powerfu 

much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ewer been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s "Age 

f Reason "is mere milk and water to it, and 

oltaire’s ‘Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
ourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so weil. 

JAMES PARTON, 


PIS) M. BENNETT, 164 Eighth Bt. B. Y. 


and is attracting 


FROM 


BEHIND THE BARS, 


A SERIES OF LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 


D. M. BENNETT 


WHILE IN PRISON IN 


LUDLOW-STREET JAIL. 


SHOWING THE 


Injustice of his Mock Trial and 
the Meanness of his Perse- 
cutors, with Reports ofa 
‘Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
Europe and ín 
this Country. 


ALSO GIVING A 


Suecinct Account of the 
Thousands of Christian Perse- 
cutions that hav Taken Place in 
the Centuries Gone. The Cruelties 
which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
which is added some of 


MR. BENNETT’S 
LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 


PENITENTIARY, 


650 Pp., 12mo, with steel plate engraving 
of the author, Price, $1.50. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
cal Guu. 


By Keusny. Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. Parry's “ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gagetie. is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
&eholara.ot the age in the orthodox ranks. His 

ork isareview of Kersey Graves'' Sixteen 

rucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading argumentsof the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Oourt," in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry's witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself, 
The witnesses in their eross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
Belvos, out condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 


the case. 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr, Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn '' state's evi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves, 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr, Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dores illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities, 
One reader perenne it, © A thunder- blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either.’ 
In the two works will be fOwnd the abrest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1, 
For saleby D. M. BENNETT. 


LOVE AND TRANSITION ; 
AN EPIO AND ARGUMENT. 


190 Pages well bound, . + « — $100. 


WOMAN’S WAY OUT: 


Thirty-five Essays on Dress . . 10cents. 


PROGRESS vs. FASHION: 


Ful Essay on Dress,10 cts., post paid, from 
this office. 


Six Lectures on Astronomy, 


By Pror. RIOHARD A. PROCTOR, 
Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 


i .in the winter of 1875-6,and were re 
this a honographically expressly for THE 
Faura deenen b iss M. B. Gonteharoif. This 


ig the most popular course of Lectures ever de- 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents. 


The titles of the Lectures are: 


Growth of Worlds 
E Life and Death of Worlds. 
Other à oris than Ours. 
er Buns than Ours. 
Y. The Great Mysteries of tho Universe. 
Religion and Astronomy. 


D. M, BENNETT, 141 Eighth st., N. Xe 


This teature of the work is really | M.D 


EPITOME 


OF THE 


Positive Philosophy 
AND . 
RELICION 3$ HUMANITY. 


THIRD EDITION, with CHART and INTRO- 
DUOTION. By T. B, WAKEMAN, Esq, 
‘Just out. Priee, 25 eents. 


THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUCTION to.the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and. the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Just out. By í 

COURTLANDT PALMEB, 


Price, 25 cents. 


The Bible of To-day. 


By a W. CHADWICK, minister of 
ə Becond Unitaria : . Y. 
is is undoubtedly one of the most ENSE 


and truthful works that has ever been written 
on the Bible, and is the first book in the English 
language that gives an accurate account of age, 
origin, and character of the various books com- 
pos: Dg the Jewish Scriptures. The work is 
candid, learned, and eminently free from preju- 
dice and bitterness. The author consulted 
largely Kuenen, Robertson, Baur. Ewald. Zel- 
ler, Davidson, J. H. Allen, Matthew Arnold, 
Oolenso; Knappert. Reville, Nicholas, Oort 
Hooykaas, Noyes, Milman, De Wette, Westcott, 
J. J, Tayler, E. H. Sears, Renan, R. Hanson, Dr. 
J. Muir, Keim. Schenkel, Dean Stanley, Jowett, 
R. W. Greg, Emanuel Deutsch, Tregelles, Oo- 
querel, Mackay, Neander. Alger, Prof. Fisher, 
and others. It is such a digest of ali the reliable 
authorities on the Bible as can no where else 
be found. 

Every person who wishes to know the whole 
truth about the old Jewish Scriptures should 
aand for thia varuma. Prica $1.60. 

141 8th S*., N. Y. . 


... D. M. BENNETT, 
KNOW THYSELF! 
gf HE untold miseries that re- 


3 sult from indiseretion in 
Az» early life may be alleviated 
EV and cured. ‘hose who doubt 


ICAL INSTITUT Boston, 

E Hy »ntdtled The Science of Life; 

"li: aq ks) oc, Seit Preservation. Ex. 

hausted Vitalirv, nervous and physical debility, 

Or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 

Close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 

Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. It is a standard medical work, 
the best in the Euglish language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded a gold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disoase, 
the result of many years of extensive and sug- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price of thebook. Bound in French 
eloth : price only $1, sent by matl post-paid, 

The London Lancet says: '' No person should 
be without this valuable book. 
noble henefactor.”* 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 Gents for postage. 
p lon, to JOR. 8. 


mise 
INGRAHAM. vice- 
E GA 


The author isa 


Hon. P. A. BISSELL, M.D., 
ational Medical Association, 


KER: No 4Bulbach streer, HEAL 


Bouta ist on SH Ne 
THYSELF 
BIBLE OF BIBLES: 


eases requiring skill and ex- 
TWENTY-SE VEN 


‘DIVINE REVELATIONS,’ 


CONTAINING 
ALSO A DELINEATION OF THE OHAHAO- 
TER OF THE 


Principal Personages of the 
CH RISTIAN BIBLE, 


Examination of their Doctrines. 


BY KERSEY GRAVES, 


Author ot “The World’s Six- 
teen Crucified Saviors,” and 
"Biography of Satan." 


The ground gone over by Mr. Graves 
in the course of this new work is simply ase 
tounding, and the literary labor performed is 
worthy of receiving the approximate re- 
ward of an extensive reading at the hands of 
the public. In the sixty-six chapters into 
which the book is divided, almost every ques- 
tion of interest which arises in the mind at the 
mention of the word BIBLE is considered in 
that straightforward style which has made the 
volumes of Mr. Graves so extensively sought 
after. 

Cloth, large 19mo., 440 pp. Price, $2.00, 
postage free. 

D. M. B E 


ENNETT, | 
141 8th St. New York, 


perience. 


126 


Gems of Thought. 


Your confirmed novel reader has a holy hor- 
ror of second perusals, and would rather read 
any trash for the firsttime than "Pendennis" or 
Pride and Prejudice” for the second.— Pattison. 


Waite thought is ever advancing it is the 
nature of institutions to fix the mental states of 
particular times, and there hence arises a ten- 
dency to conflict between growing ideas and the 
external arrangements which are designed to 
express and embody them.— Youmans. 


WHEN young and sanguine I published certain 
essays on human rights, in which I remember to 
hav argued in favor of their natural origin; 
and among other things I maintained that a 
man had & legal right to be & fool, since nature 
made him so, but that society could not afford to 
allow him to bea knave, however nature may 
hav abused him; and now that I am old I see no 
reason to depart from that doctrine.—Hon. E. P. 
Hurlbut. 


WE hav convinced ourselves by this time that 
a man may be a sage in celestial physics and a 
poor creature in the purchase of seed-corn, or 
even in theorizing about the affections; that he 
may be a mere fumbler in physiology, and yet 
- show a keen insight into human motives; that 
he may seem the “ poor Poll" of the company in 
conversation, and yet write with some humor- 
ousvigor. It is not true that a man’s intellect- 
ual power is like the strength of a timber beam 
to bo measured by its weakest point.— Eliot. 


For many years it nas been one of my con- 
stant regrets that no schoolmaster of mine had 
a knowledge of natural history, so far at least 
as to hav taught me the grasses that grow by the 
wayside, and the little winged and wingless 
neighbors that are continually meeting me with 
a salutation that I cannot auswer, as things are. 
Why didn’t somebody teach me the constella- 
tions too, and make me at home in the starry 
heavens, which are always overhead, and 
which I don't half know to this day ?— Carlyle. 


Wo can blame me if I cherish the belief that 
the world is still young, that there are great 
possibilities in store for it, that the Englishman 
of to-day is made of as good stuff and has ashigh 
and independent avocation to fulfill as had the 
ancient Greek or Roman? While thankfully 
accepting what antiquity has to offer, let us 
never forget that the present century has just 
as good a right to its forms of thought and 
methods of culture as any former centuries had 
to theirs, and that the same sources of power 
are open to us to-day as were ever open to 
humanity in any age of the world.—Tyndall. 


Tug investigation of truth, as in theory it is 
universally acknowledged, demands perfect 
composure of mind and the absence of all dis- 
turbing passions. But is it possible for a writer 
who does not flatter popular notions in divinity 
to cbtain many readers in that state of mind? 
Can a man who calls upon people urging their 
duty to examine their religious notions and to 
take the necessary trouble for separating truth 
from error, avoid giving offense? No. The 
strongest tendency of the human mind in re- 
spect to religion is to save itself trouble, either 
by embracing asuperstitious and indiscrimi- 
nate system of belief, or by dismissing the sub- 
ject as totally unworthy of attention.— White, 


The Best on this Theme Yet. 
GENESIS I.: II. 


“AN ESSAY ON THE . BIBLE 
NARRATIVE OF CREATION.” 


By Augustus R. Grote, A.M. 


The Boston Commonwealth says: It is a ra- 

- tionalistic examination of the seripture ac- 

count, with a conclusion that the literal teach- 

ing of the theory is injurious to the mind, as it 

prover an impediment to intellectual advance- 
ment. 

Tow Boston Traveler says: He has given a 
clear, yet condeused. criticism from the liter- 
ary and acientific points of view. An eloquent 
and forcible protest against the tyranny of 
dogma. He endeavors to show that all efforts 
to reconcile science with a literal interpreta- 
tion of the account of Genesis must only end in 
confusion. 

The Popular Science Monthly says: The dis- 
crepancies between thetwo accounts are very 
fully indicated, and the diffarent points of view 
from which they were written explained. . 
Interesting chapters follow on the mytns of the 
old world, which resemble those of Genesis. 
. . The book is characterized by directness of 
argument, and the best material has been dili- 

gently used. Tne archæologist and 

philologist, wili fad many new points in the 
ook, which is noteworthy for its additions to 
science as Well as for its Dada kg Ma literary 
merits. Paper 40 cente. iis seleb y 
M. BENNETT. 


DR. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


To his Liberal friends and patients throughout 
the Dates and the Canadas, that he is as usual 
treating 


Ail Chronic Diseases, 


And positively curing ninéty per cent of those 
pronounced incurable. Having had over thirty 
years’ experience. Dr, Kinget is meeting with 
remarkable success in curing obétinate cases of 
Spermatorrhces, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes, Epilepsy, 
Paralysis. Neuralgia. Rheumatism, Catarrh, 
Asthma, Bronchitis, Consumntion, Dy«entery, 
Piles. Diseases of the Skin, Kidueys, Bladder, 
Genital Organs, and all diseases of women. 


Consultation free, Add ATORE ey ORES 
#17 Hast ita Bta New York, 


The Cruth. Seeker, March 13, 1880. 


'To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 


States in Congress “Assembled: 


1. The undersigned citizens of the United States respectfully but earnestly remanstrate and petition against any 
further legislation by your Honorable Bodies, in the form of postal laws or otherwise, which shall have the effect to 
abridge the freedom of the press and of speech, and the inviolability of the mails. i 

2, Your petitioners pray that the Postal Laws of the United States may be revised and limited to purely postal 
purposes and brought clearly within the Constitution, and that all attempts to establish a censorship and espionage 
over the mails based upon the sentiments and meaning of the matter mailed may be abandoned, and that all fines and 


imprisonments heretofore imposed under such laws may be repaid or relieved. 


3. Your Petitioners respectfully represent that their motive in signing this Petition is not sympathy with nor a 
desire to further the evils against which those laws are ostensibiy directed, and which your Petitioners believe can be 
otherwise obviated, but from the conviction that those laws on the part of the general government are dangerous in 
themselves, that they have been grievously abused, and that as precedents they plainly fall within warning of Presi- 


dent Madison: 
«Tt is proper to take alarm at the first experiment on our liberties. 


We hold this prudent jealousy to be the first ' 


duty of citizens, and one of the noblest characteristics of the late Revolution. The free men of America did not 
delay until usurped power had strengthened itself by exercise and entangled the question in precedents. They saw 
all the consequences in the principle, and they avoided the eonsequences by denying the principle. We revere this 


lesson too much soon to forget it.” 


Your petitioners therefore earnestly submit that those laws should be repealed or limited to strictly postal 
purposes, and that the criminal or other objects of government sought to be attained by them should be attained by 


the ordinary course of governmental administration. 


And your petitioners will ever pray, etc., etc. 


A Few Words About 
the Devil, 


And Other Biographical Sketches 
and Essays, 
BY CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 


Second editiou, with Portrait and Autobiog- 
raphy. Extra cloth, gold back and 


SOCIALISM. 


l 

| 

| 

j A REPLY TO 

Í ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D. D. 
7 AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST. 


12mo, 67pp., 25 cts.; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
| celves a huge human misery, but neither sees 
| nor seeks any other solution than that the 

weakest must go to the wall. It is against his 

passiveness that “‘Socialist” cries out. Is there 

] no help forthe miserable? he asks. The doc- 

side stamp, 12mo, 260 pp., i trine that government should merely “protect,” 

rice, $1 25. l he attacks, and insists that it should " assist," 

P , ‘also, While he does not believe that ' property 

Displays much learning and research.—The ; is robbery,” or wholly subscribe to "the world 

emocrat. : owes me a living," he affirms "the world owes 
: me a chance to make a living."—N. Y, Herald. 


ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, 


i Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural Address 


Ina handsome volume before us Chas, Brad- i i 
laugh has “A Few Words” to say" About the: and the famous articles of 
Devil.” Mr. Bradlaugh has a right to his " few! Prof. Tyndall ana Sir Henry Thompson 
words,” and the devil will, we presume, at no ; ON PRAY 
distant day, hav a “few words" to say to Mr. i ER. 


Bradlaugh, and will doubtless get the best of | With Portrait and Biographical.Sketch of 


In fine, there is much that ig noble about him. ‘ 
—The Advance. 


His position is defined and defended in a! 
spirit of reverence for the truth.—Chicago Eve. 
Journa 


the argument.—Chicago Interior. 
We should insist, were we in any way con- 


nected with the government of theological J 


schools, on their perusal of this work by the 
youth fitting under our charge for the duties 
and the responsibilities of the pulpit. They 
will find Mr. Bradlaugh no common man, and 
they will be introduced by him to persons and 
thoughts which cannot fail to be of use in their 
professional studies.—New Haven Palladium. 


Issues of the Age. 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 


Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 
price, $1.00. 


Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus, 


An admirably written, scholarly volume.— N. 
Y. Graphic. 


He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced.—Jewish Times. 


The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imloued with 
the fragrance oftheir thought. He has excel- 
lent tendencies. elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirationg.—N. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 
Author of “The Essence of Christianity,” etc. 
Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts. (Formeriy 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance. 
Our politics. our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is & sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
neréd,therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our agel—Eziract, 
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Prof. Tyndall. And opinions of his ser- 
vices by the eminent scientist, Prof. 
H. HELMHOLTZ. 
Paper, 12mo, 105pp., 25 cts.; cloth, heavy. 
tinted paper, 50 cts, Inaugural and por- 
trait Only, 12mo, paper, 69pp., 10 cts. 


Prof. Tyndall has inaugurated a new era in 
scientific development, and has drawn the 
sword in a battle whose clash of arms will 
presently resound through the civilized world. 
—N. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 


Prof. Tyndall Orosses the Rubicon.—It is the 
opening address cf the president of the most 
impertant convention of scientific men in the 
world. Every line of it breathes thought, 
power, eloquence. It is in many respects one 
of the most extraordinary, utterances of our 
time.—N. Y. Tribune. 


A BUSINESS MAN'S RELIGIOUS 
AND SOCIAL VIEWS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 200pp. Price $1. 


The author's conception of a possible future 
life on this earth is really eloquent and beauti- 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see 
what a philanthropic business man has to Bay 
upon the social problem, from a poor man’s 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the book. The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals " Society” in all its ramifica* 
tions of corruption and inhumanity; his ear- 
nest and manly plea for the social regeneration 
of the lower classes—will, unless we are much 
mistaken, make the book the best-abused and 
best-liked production of the day by these two 
classes respectively.—Oritical Review.. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


No. 
1. Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh, 
2. Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake. 5 


r 


7. Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Muller... 10 
8. Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison... 20 
9. Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Ly- 
All siss sscsssrscesasscscss storit pirr CIT 15 
13. Essay on Miracles. David Hume........ 10 


14. Land Question. Cuarles Bradlaugh..... 
15. Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 
Charles Bradlaugh, 
16. Why do Men Starve? Oharles Brad- 
laugh... — 
17. Logic of Life, Deduced from the Princi- 


ple of Freethought GJ, Holyoake.. 10 


siete Vous scosay ce EEA 5 


. A Plea for Atheism. Oharles Bradlaugh. 10 
. Large or Small Families ? A. Holyoake. 6 
. Buperstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake............ 
. Defense of Secular Principles. C. Watts. 5 
22. Is the Bible Reliable? O, Wattg......... 6 
28. The Christian Deity, O. Watts.........-- 5 
24. Moral Value of the Bible. C. Watts..... 5 
26. Freethought and Modern Progress. C, 
. Christianity: Its Nature, &nd Influence 
on Civilization. C. Watte............ ee. 
28. Thoughts on Atheism, A. Holyoake..... 
29. Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni 
verse? <A. Holyoake,. aie 
30. Philosophy ofSecularism. 0. "Watts. ex 
31. Has Man a Boul? Charles Bradlaugh... 
38. Is therea God ? Charles Bradlaugh..... 
39. Labor’s Prayer. Oharles Bradlaugh..... 
40. Poverty; Its Cause and Cure, M.G.H. 1 
42. Science and Bible Antagonistic. O. Watts. 
43, Christian Sohomo of Redemption. €. 
Watts... (ossessadesssoeossonssoeso sees oo 
44. Logic of Death; or. Why should the 
Atheist Fear to Die. G.J.Holyoake, 10 - 
41, Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition. of the Reople. Oharles Brad- 


b 


laugh, «ee Ihe 5 
MANNA SERIES. 

3. New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 

5. 200 Questions Without Answers...... e b 


6. Dialogue Between a Ohristian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin................ 
1. Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bish- 
ops by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 10 
8. Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Hol- 
yoake. 
9, New Life ofJonah. Charles Bradlaugh. 
10. A Few Words About the Devil. Oharles 
Bredlaugh................. eere eere 
11. New Life of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh, 
12. Danielthe Dreamer. A. Holyoake...... 
13. Specimen of the Bible: Esther. A. Hol- 


YOAKE.. +e ee eee tan ennt 10 

14. Acts of the Apostles: A Faree, A, Hol- 
n yoake.:.....-..eeeee E ve zs ré ea euius 10 

15. Ludierous Aspects of Ohristianity. A. 
Holyoake. ....sssssssessosessesocsesocsooe 10 
16. Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 

17. Who was Jesus Christ? Oharles Brad- 
langh..seessseeeesrsesoseeusesesesoerreueee 5 

18. What Did Jesus Toaoh t Oharles Brad- 
laugh.-..-..-.--- 6 

19. New Life ‘of Abraham. ' Qharles Brad- 
laugh.. »ss.sessssoesscososesooosssesecsoceoe 5 


20. New Life of Moses. Oharles Bradlaugh. 56 
21. A Secular Prayer. A. Holyake. Per doz. 10 


SUPERSTITION ; 


THE RELIGION OF 


“BELIEVE OR BE DAMNED.” 


OPEN LETTER TO THE 


ST, JOHNS SCHOOL BOARD. 


BY M. BABCOCK. 


SUPERSTITION OF TO-DAY AND THE 
DARK, DARK SUPERSTITION 
OF THE PAST. 


This book contains an inspited photograph of 
the God that's being worshiped at the expense 
of the district in our publie school; the God 
that overshadowed Mary: the God that's wanted 
in the Constitution by the genueman who owns 
some three billion dollars’ worth of untaxed 
church property; the “‘so-help-me” God that 
makes a lie the truthin court; the God that gov- 
ernors besought to stop the yellow fever, which 
he didn't do. This picture is worth the price of 
the book,'25 cents ; five f or Tn 
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Notes and Clippings. 


BEECHER calls over- piety " heavenly drunken- 
ness?” and he knows. 


THE question is asked, Oan the Pope’s debts 
be called roman-tick? A 


Is THERE any one so uneallant as to objeot 
to a second term for Mrs. Hayes ?—Herald. 


Panis streets are being supplied with illumi- 
nated pneumatie clocks. all driven from a cen- 
tral station. . 


WINsLOW. the sanctimonious Boston forger, 
has turned up under an assumed name in 
Buenos Ayres. where he has married again, is 
publishing a newspaper, and making addresses 
to Sunday-sehools. 

In the poorest quarter of Rome, three weeks 
ago, a crowd of famishing workmen stopped a 
cart load of bread, and in a twinkling carried 
all off. Here is another opportunity for sympa- 
thetic newspaper proprietors. 


Cor, INGERSOLL says that he cannot under- 
stand why Cowley should be sentto jail forstarv-. 
ing & few children while the Christian God 
starves a whole nation. Ingersoll is away be- 
hind on this. Has he not read:that whom God 
loveth he chasteneth ? Just now the Irish ap- 
pear to be particularly favored.—Truth. 


THERE Were no services in the Baptist church 
at West Pawlet, Vt., on the evening of March 7th, 
because, as the pastor sald, “it was so muddy.” 
Wonder if mud affects the operations of the 
devil very much? The Lord must hav been 
sorely disappointed in not hearing from them 
that night. But we presume he was not much 
displeased, as he has not struck anybody with 
lightning, and he shoved the sun up Monday 
morning at the usual time. Do those Baptists 
suppose the Lord will postpone the Resurrec- 
tion day on account of mud? Í 


ALBERT DUMAS, thirty years of age. Who says 
he is employed by the Newark Bible Society. to 
distribute traets, was arrested a few days since 
in Brooklyn &nd t&ken before Justice Courtney, 
on & eharge of stealing ten dollars' worth of 
books from Mrs. Amelia Zoller, of Hall street. 
The accused had aclerical appearance, as he 
‘was dressed in a black suit. and wore a white 
neck-tie. Mrs. Zoller swore he was the thief, 
and he denied it, and offered a bundle of tracts 
as evidence of his good character, The accused 
was committed to jail until the justice can make 
inquiries concerning bim. ~— 


THERE is a deal of religion in the world which 
js not very unlike the German, of whom we 
heard the other day. When he went to the 
registrar’s office he was asked, "Are you a 
Protestant?" and he replied, "No, sir." He 
was asked again, '" Are you Oatholic, then?" 
and he once more replied, * No. sir." ''Then, 
of eourse, you must be & Lutheran," was the 
Jast question, and the Teuton, somewhat puz- 
zied, answered. '' Well; if I am anything I am 
Lutheran. NowI think of it, I believe I i nher- 
jted something of the kind on the mother’s 
pide,” 


Mr, BEECHER took ground yesterday in favor 
of taxing church property as other property is 
taxed. Itisa long while since the Zagle held | 
that to exempt a church is, iu effect, to forcethe 
community to supportit. Every Jew and Infidel 
is compelled to assist in paying for the church 
that does not pay its own share of the taxes, In 
principle there is no difference between this 
system and the direct maintenance of an estab- 
lished church out of the public treasury. 
Churches are in the nature of luxuries, which 
those who enjoy ought to pay for,—Brooklyn 
Eagle. 


THE Evansville Journal tells these two stories: 
"Ool. Ingersoll, while walking in front of the 
hotel yesterday. Was approached by’ Rooster,’ 
the cross-eyed little newsboy, who is about two 
feet high and & most forlorn looking little 
fellow. 'Take a paper, sir?’ he said, holding 
up one to the gigantic pagan,’ take a paper, 
sir? All about Ingersoll.’ ‘Ingersoll,’ said 
the Colonel,’ what’s Ingersoll been doing?' ‘I 
dunno, sir.’ said Rooster, hopelessly, ‘but 
something orful.J expect, The Colonel took 
tha paper and gave the astonished boy seventy- 
five cents as a reward for his unconscious 
humor, While in the oity, Col. Ingersoli met 
Bome old acquaintances from Shawneetown 


* 


&nd began inquiring of others. Among them 
Was an honest old woman, who supported her- 
self at the wash-tub ‘And shé's washing yet, 
you say? asked the Colonel, ' Yes, but she’s 
getting rather old and feeble to keepit up much 
longer’ When Mr. Bowman, of Shawneetown, 
went home he carried fifty dollars in his pockot 
as a present from Col. Ingersoll to the old 
|washerwoman. It’s worth paying a man like 
that $600 a night if he spends it all in this man. 
ner." : 


TH recent release of John Brown Smith from 
the jail in Belchertown, Mass.. will not be a 
great surprise to those who saw in it a hopeless 
contest on the part of the town againet Mr. 
Smith, in which it must ultimately giv way. It 
has been proved that the poll-tax is not collect- 
ible in tha same sense as an ordinary debt, if 
the citizen chooses to resist its payment, or if 
he has not the property with which to satisfy 
the tax collector. But Mr. Smith was not im- 
prisoned so much because he declined to pay 
over his $2,00 bill to the Belchertown collector 
as because of his radical views on our social 
system. His was & case of outrageous persecu- 
tion, the collector disobeying the instructions 
of the district-attorney and falling to attach 
property so that he might satisfy his personal 
prejudices and dislikes.. It is rather an expens- 
ive lesson for a small borough like Belchertown 
to learn, and we are inclined to think she won't 
be anxious to repeat it again very soon. The 
Journal has made Mr. Smith’s case its own, 
since his imprisonment, so far as his opposi- 
tion to the poll-tax was concerned, and it views 
his release with no small degree of triumph 
and satisfaction.—Hampshire County Journal, 


CLERICAL ERRORS, 


Ten recent incidents of " clerical error” may 
be briefly summarized: 


Ten little parsons, preaching love divine, 
One kissed his servant girl, then there were 
nine. 


Nine little parsons, preachin& sinners’ fate, 
One kissed his neighbor’s wife, then there were 
eight. 
Eight little 

heaven, 
One kissed his boarding-mistress, then there 
were seven. 


Seven little parsons, exposing Satan’s tricks, 
One starved the children, then there were six. 


parsons, smoothing paths to 


Six little parsons. preaching Christ alive, 
One got slinging arsenic, then there were five. 


Five little parsons, preaching, sin no more, 
One shot his sexton, then there were four. 


Four little parsons. preaching Oalvary, 
One got horsewhipped, then there were three. 


Three little parsons, preaching Ohrist as true, 
One cut his baby’s throat, then there were two, 


Two little parsons, following the son, 
One beat his child to death, then there was one, 


One little parson. just for pious fun, 
Eloped with a deacon’s wife, then there was 
none.— Brooklyn Eagle. 


Ir seems a little odd that no biography or 
biographical sketch has been written of James 
Parton,the most noted of American biographers, 
Personally. he is 80 very retiring, he goes 8o 
little into society, that he is hardly knownjout- 
side of his books. A native of England (he was 
born in Canterbury under the shadow of the 
famous cathedral), he is of French Huguenot 
descent, one of hia ancestors, Fierra Parton, 
having crossed the Channel and settled in Kent. 
All the Partons hav been men of the peaple, 
farmers or millers, with plain, simple ways. 
and a tendency to Liberal opinions, The biog- 
rapher lost his father when he was six years 
old. and at that tender age came to this country, 
living most of the time in or near this oity until 
he removed recently to Newburyport, Massa- 
chusetts. now his permanent home. He was 
very poor in his youth, but got a very fair edu- 
cation. with mich trouble, and at seventeen 
taught a private school for six or seven years, 
He had always had a fancy for writing, and 
after awhile was engaged on the Home Journal 
at ten dollars a Week by N. P. Willis. His flret 
book was the “ Life of Horace Greeley,” which 
sold forty thousand copies, and established his 
reputation and the line of his talents. He has 
published more than a dozen works, all of 
which hav been very popular. On the “Life of 


Voltaire,” which he has substantially com- 
pleted, he has been engaged twenty years. It 
has been & labor of love. and he thinks it by ali 
odds his best production. He says that an in- 
dustrious and capable writer can just exist—no 
more ; that by a compromise, not dishonorable. 
but exasperating, he can, during his best years. 
earn $7,000 or $8,000a year (very few authors hav 
ever been &ble to do this in Americal, but that 
no man should adopt literature as a profession 
unless he has a fortune or can liv comfortably 
on $2,000 & year. Parton prepares his books 
with the greatest care and painstaking. He 
spends far more time in collecting his material 
than in putting it into form. In doing his 
"Life of Greeley.” he traveled through New 
Hampshire, Vermont, New York, and Pennsyl- 
vania to gather incidents of his early youth. 
Bo with the " Life of Jackson.” He visited every 
place where Jackson had lived, beginning in 
the cellar of the house in which his hero had 
been born. He works regularly and by system; 
writing from 8 A.M. to 1 P.M.. then dining, and 
taking exercise in the afternoon. Later he 
reads and examines authorities, but puts away 
all his tools after dark. For twenty-five years 
—he is now fifty-seven—he has been one of the 
most indefatigable and conscientious members 
of the literary guild, having always refused to 
do any kind of work which he deemed un- 
worthy merely for temporary notoriety or 
pecuniary gain.—TZimes. 


Ma, Srvagr Rosson in the Detroit Free Press 
defends his profession against the attacks of a 
clergyman of that city who impugned the 
morality of actors and actresses. He gets back 
on the clerical gentleman in a rather severe 
manner: "The Rey. A. T, Pierson, in his attacg 
on the stage, is quoted as saying that ' the green 
room of the theater is often no better tkan the 
infamous third circle that in some theaters 
opens directly into the house of shame.” Is it 
not time for the clergy to stop their misrepre- 
sentations of a profession whose moral record, 
by actual statistics, is far superiorto their own? 
It there is reason for supposing that the door 
of the theater opens into the house of shame, ig 
there not stronger reason for supposing that 
doors of many churches possess the same ques- 
tlonable qualities if we may judge by the large 
percentage of clerical scoundrels who usethem? 
If we are known by our fruits. how do the actor 
and preacher stand before the law of God and 
man? There is scarcely a prison in this country 
or Europe that does not contain 'members of 
the cloth.’ Some are imprisoned for theft, 
many for murder, but the principal occupation 
of these unfortunate gentlemen seems to hay 
been the destruction of homes and the betrayal 
of innocence, though the greater number of 
these criminals escape legal punishment 
through the holy horror that many clerical 
bodies hav of ‘an exposure.’ Not that they 
desire to shield Brother Ohadband, oh, no! but 
{fit were known, 'scandal would be brought on 
thechurch.’ It was this policy which saved the 
Reverend Kalloeh in Rostom some years ago 
from the chureh’s condemnation, but the tax- 
paying, law-loving citizeng were less forgiving, 
and this plous scoundrel, who denounced the 
theater as a house of shame, was forced to fly 
from a City which ho had disgraced. The last 
Sunday-school speach made by that reverend 
rascal, Qowley, the pious glutton, who has heen 
systematically starving poor little children. was 
awarning against the sinfulness of the play 
house, Persons of this class heartily indorse 
the Reverend Pierson’s view of the stage. In 
this connection it may not be amiss to say that 
I challenge the Reverend Pierson to name a 
single state prison which numbers among its 
inmates an actor, and I will contribute $100 to 
the Irish famine fund i! he oan name a single 
state prison that does not hold @ preacher. In 
conclusion, if the Reverend Pierson really be- 
leves that the influences of the stage are go 
demoralizing, and the teachings of the pulpit 
80 elevating, how does he account for the small 
percentage of convieted erime among the play- 
ers, and the very large percentaga of oonvicted 
crime among the clergy? The pulpit has been 
thundering against the stage for $000 yeays, and 
yet it lives. As intelligences advance the 
strength of the drama increases. The preacher 
Calvin denounced it as & “ covenant with hell ;" 
the pleyer Shakspere immortalized it as the 
"beloved of heaven.” The bigoted wickedness 
of the preacher has caused the world much auf- 
fering. The beautiful character and inapirsd 
works of the player hay left an infiuence for 
good which wiil endure to the end ot time,” 


SCIENCE HALL, 141 Sth St., 
{ NEAR BROADWAY. 


} $3 per Year. 


Events of the Week. 


THE emall-pox is prevalent in Paris, 


Two NEw Atlantic telegraph cables are to be 
laid immediately. 


Two girls lost their lives in a burning build. 
ing at Dennison, Iowa, on the 12th. 


O. C. TAYLOR, city editór of the Philadelphia 
Times, committed suicide on the 14th. 


Tur. Rev. Charles M. Jacobs, of Annapolis, 
Md., has eloped with another man's wife. 


Many immigrants from the famine stricken 
districts of Europe are arriving at this port., 


Five female school trustees hav been elected at; 
Middletown, N. Y., by handsome majorities, 


Tae United States is about to establish com. 
mercial colonies on the west coast of Africa. 


NINE cars were wrecked and two lives lost by 
a raliway accident at Hopetown, Ohio, on the 
lath. ` 


THE recent walking-match in San Francis eo 
a O'Leary and Weston was won by the 
ormer, 


Nxanzxa million ddllars’ worth of live stock 


has starved and frozen to death in British Co- 
lumbia this winter, 


Tue Rusglan £overnment is making arrange. 
ments to exile its many Nihilist prisoners to an 
island in the Pacific. 


Erant thousand piano-makers in this city hay 
been thrown out of employment by a lock-out, 
among their employers. 


A WEALTHY widow lady, cousin of Senater 
Oonkling, was burnt to death at her resideme 
at Norwich, N, Y.. on the 12th. 


An effort is being made in France to expel the 
Jesuits from that country. If expelled, they 
will inflict themselves on Spain. 


ASAIsTANT Secretary Hawley, of the Treas-~ 
ury, has resigned in order to become a candi. 
date for the governorship of Iilinols. 


APIOUB and prominent citizen of Richmond, 
Va. editor of the Planters’ and Farmers’ Maga- 
zine, has forged and fled, Loss, $28,000, 


A MAN in Howell county. Mo., recently mur- 
dered his two nieces to get possession of g 
small sum of money left them by their father. 


" 


Tux life of the Russian dictator, who was ree 
cently shot at by ‘an assassin, was saved by a 
coat of mail which he wore under his clothes, 


A GREAT fire occurred on the 8th ata weaving 
works in Moscow, Russia. Twenty-four per- 
sons Were burnt to death and twenty-nime in- 
jured. 

Kearney, the California agitator, was recently 
arrested for threats made by him in one of hig 
political speeches against the capitalists of San, 
Francisco. 


THE Salvation Army, which'has just invad,ed 
this country from England, commenced oprsrg- 
tions at Harry Hill's theater. this city, onfsun- 
day night last. 


THE ex-Khedive of Egypt, who has been, with: 


‘his harem, residing at Naples since his deposi- 


tion, has been obliged to leave that elty to avoid 
& prosecution for bigamy. 


THe Afgkans hav risen against the English 
again. They recently captured and sacked a 
village near Cabul whick was garrisoned by a. 
small force of English troops. 


Ten men were blown to atoms by a boiler ex- 
plosion at Frankfort, Ind., on the 11th. The 
building in which the explosion took place, a 
large flax-mill, Was completely demolished, 

ANARCHY and famine appear to prevail to am 
alarming extent in Turkey at present, The 
provinces are overrun by brigands. and there 
is much starvation in Armenia and Kurdistan. 


Taz steamship Montana. from this port for 
Liverpool, was wrecked near Holyhead, on the 
Welsh coast, on the 12th. Passengers and crew 
were all saved. The vessel ran ashore in a 
dense fog, Wille the pilot was asleep. 


TARY villages on the Austro-Russian fron-- 


| tier were recently flooded by an overflow of the. 
| Vistula river, Many of the villages were com- 


pletely destroyed, and thousands of the unfor- 
tunate villagers are without shelter or food, 


, 
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Communications. 


cM c — 
What Is Liberalism ? l 
AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE THE WAYLAND (N. Y.) 


LIBERAL LEAGUE, DEC. 4, 1879, BY G. W. MORE- 
HOUSE. 


Mr. PRESIDENT, LADIES, AND GENTLEMEN: The 


question, “ What is Liberalism ? What are its uses, 


aims, and probable action and influence?” is begin- 
ning to be asked. The time has come for Liberals 
to freely express their views, that people may better 
understand and appreciate the principles and objects 
of our organization. It is easy and natural for 
wagon-wheels and men to keep in old ruts. The 
pioneers in any great undertaking have hard work 
to clear. away useless obstructions. Most men are 
naturally timid and conservative, holding fast to 
the old and tried, even long after it has been found 
wanting, and after newer and better ways have been 
discovered by the pioneers of thought and of action. 
Liberalism points to a little-used road, and declares 
that it is incomparably safer and better than any of 
the old highways, and that it demonstrates facts and 
recognizes principles that are sure, in practice, to 
vastly improve the condition of mankind. Although 
dt is easy enough for the Liberal to prove that he 
stands firmly upon the rock of truth, and that his 
intolerant opponents stand trembling with apprehen- 
sion upon the shifting sands ef error, yet all real 
advance must be gradual, and every true friend of 
mental freedom will learn to be patient and to tol- 
erate all conflicting views, however absurd and per- 
nicious they may be. 

. Liberalism makes war on no man’s creed. It is 
willing that every man should enjoy the right to his 
own belief, and to worship or not worship, according 
to the dictates of his own conscience. It is ready 
to defend the rights of any persons, even those of 
its most bitter opponents. The primary object for 
which the National Liberal League has been organ- 
ized is to secure to ourselves the same rights that we 
so freely concede to others. Our opponents have 
unfortunately inherited, through the ignorant and 
intolerant centuries, the habit of claiming unjust 
and unfair exemptions and privileges, and the still 
more dangerous practice of visiting upon the heads 
of*those who presume to wander aside from the old 
ruts into the beautiful and instructive byways of 
nature and of reason, persecution more or less pro- 
nounced, political and social ostracism, and oppro- 
brious epithets. Liberalism means progress an 
fair play. Its principles are as deep as the human 
mind can fathom. Its field of labor is co-extensive 
with the planet on which we live. 

The first great practical object of the Liberal 
organization is, in the language of Article II, of 
the Constitution of the National Liberal League, 
adopted at the organization of the League, at 
Philadelphia, July 4, 1878, ** to accomplish the total 
separation of church and state, to the end that equal 
rights in religion, genuine morality in politics, and 
freedom, virtue, and brotherhood in all human life, 
may be established, protected, and perpetuated.” 
This principle of the complete secularization of eur 
government in all its functions, and throughout all 
its various branches, really covers all that Liberals 
expect to accomplish through civil government. 
This we have a right to work for; this we have the 
right to demand. 

Ever since the formation of our national govern- 
ment it has been the boast of our citizens that here 
was the home of personal, political, and religious 
liberty. In the palmy days of human slavery, when 
nearly one-eighth of the population of. the country 
were held, and bought, and sold, as personal prop- 
erty, this country was proclaimed from the platform 
and the pulpit to be the land of liberty. Inconsist- 
ent as such talk appears to us now, the man who 
laughed at it then was called a fanatic, and many 
other hard names. Now we are told by our political 
and clerical orators that we are enjoying perfect 
religious liberty ; and Mr. R. B. Hayes, in his last 
Thanksgiving proclamation, tells us that “civil and 
religious freedom have gladdened the hearts of our 
people" during the past year; and, continuing, 
speaks of this country as “the habitation of liberty 
and justice.” Again history repeats itself, and there 
are none, except the Liberals, to point to the incon- 
sistency and injustice of the statements; and they 
are met, as before, with that old weapon—which is 
the last resort of those without argument—of call- 
ing names. 

Now, one of the best ways to show what Liberal- 
ism is is to show what it opposes. I shall, therefore, 
attempt a necessarily limited inquiry into the ques- 
tion as to what sort of religious liberty and equality 
we are now enjoying, and see if our orators and 
officers are justified in lulling the people into the 
slumber of indifference by such statements as we 
have referred to. 

For the sake of the argument, we will say that I 
am a Presbyterian and you are Methodists. Is it 
religious equality and justice, is it in accordance 
with the spirit of our national Constitution, is it 


iright and fair, that we Presbyterians should have 
| our church property and our ministers exempt from 
taxation, while the property of you Methodists is 
| not exempt, ànd you, therefore, have to bear more 
than your proportion of the burdens of govern- 
ment? You have to pay for governmental protec- 
tion for yourselves and us.too, we going scot-free. Is 
{it fair thus to throw a double burden on you? is it 
manly on our part to shirk, in this manner, our por- 
| tion of the public:duties, and take what we have not 
,paid for? This is the unenviable position in which 
all the Christian churches are found to-day. "They 
accept the exemption of their church property, and 
their ministers, up to à certain amount, from their 
part of the implied governmental contract, holding 
the government to its part of the contract to afford 
; protection to their property and person ; and other 
, religionists, non-religiónists, scientific apparatus, and 
lecture halls, and all other kinds of property, are 
taxed at a higher per cent to make good the de- 
ficiency. It has been estimated that at the present 
time there are some $500,000,000 of church property 
exempt from taxation in the United States. Now, 
the Liberals want to stop this leak, tax all prop- 
erty alike, put all sects and religions, philosophies 
and sciences, on an. equal footing, letting “nobody 
dance only those who are willing to help pay the 
fiddler.” Is it not a virtual confession of weakness, 
of inability to stand alone, for any organization to 
accept or secure exemption from its fair share of the 
burdens of government? Liberals would scorn any 
proposition to.accept any special privileges at the 
expense of others. All we ask and all we will take 
—and we will not willingly take less—is fair play 
—an equal chance with the rest of the citizens of 
this great republic. 

Another wrong that Liberals oppose is the introduc- 
tion into our public schools of any form of sectarian 
or religious instruction. This is contrary to the 
fundamental law of the land, and is also a misap- 
propriation of public funds, collected alike from Jew 
and Gentile. Our common schools are designed to 
give our children a knowledge of the elementary 
branches, to give them thetools with which they may 
carve out for themselves a higher education; to 
teach them how tolearn, that they may become good, 
intelligent, and useful citizens. 

Religious instruction may be properly had at 
home, in parochial schools, and at church, and can- 
not be had at public expense, and at the same time 
secure the perfect separation of state and church 
necessary to prevent those gradual and’ insidious 
encroachments that have so often heretofore -in the 
world's history deprived people of their dear-bought 
and cherished liberty. There is nothing truer than 
the saying, * Eternal vigilance is the price of lib- 
erty.” What would be thought of either political 
party if, having the power to do so, it should intro- 
duce its platform and speeches into the schools for 
the purpose of gaining recruits, or on any other pre- 
text? Why, sir, it would be very politely led out 
of the door by the nape of the neck. This would 
also be the fate of direct denominational interfer- 
ence. In guarding this great citadel of human 
rights the sentinels on the ramparts must watch 
closely, for there are myriads of indirect approaches, 
and even now our liberties are being undermined 
and impaired little by little. 

So active and zealous is this religious and sectarian 
propagandism beyond its legitimate sphere, in 
8chools, in our legislative halls, in public prisons, in 
the army and navy— every where where secular gov- 
ernment should be permitted to rule alone, every- 
where using the people's money and the people's 
time—that 1t would seem as though they were fearful 
that there might be a lapse of memory and habit, 
long enough to permit the dawn of doubt and 
reason. 

Liberals are also opposed to Sabbatarian laws, 
and demand their abrogation. We want no man’s 
rights interfered with ; we want no one molested ; 
we want every person left free to worship ; we want 
good orderenforced. We do not propose to inter- 
fere with the pulpit, but we do demand the right to 
engage in intellectual and recreative pursuits on 
Sunday without being law-breakers, and without 
being stigmatized as Sabbath-breakers. We claim 
that it is the natural and inalienable right of every 
person to do as he pleases on any day of the week, 
provided, however, he does not in any way interfere 
with anyone else. Every man should have the right 
to enjoy himself and use his time, according to the 
promptings of his own conscience, if that conscience 
of his is sufficiently cultivated to keep him from 
molesting his neighbors. We want the individual 
cultivated and improved. The motto is, “ Individual- 
ism.” Give each man an equal chance. No old Blue 
laws, no penning up and tying down this living, 
growing, progressing human organism; no making 
every man toe the same chalk-line, no cutting out 
the suit and then fitting the man to it; but let every 
person worship, rest, and recreate in a hall with or 
without the steeple, in the green fields or by the 
health-giving and beautiful lake or seaside, on the 
mountain or in the forest, in the house circle or out 
among the sweet-scented and lovely flowers; let him 
enjoy nature’s bountiful feast spread all over this 


-ent of mischief and crime. 


ornate globe, and reaching out in every direction 
into the infinite expanse of the starry. heavens. In 
fact, gentlemen, we want to breathe free. On the 
one hand, we do not hanker after the puritanical 
Sabbath, and on the other we do not care to accept 
as the best attainable the continental European 
Sunday. But this American people, a mixture of 
all races and creeds, want as many different kinds 
of Sunday. observance as there are different notions 
on the subject, with legislation to protect all alike 
and favor none. 

Laws forbidding lectures, entertainments, public ex- 
positions, and pleasure trips on days when men are not 
at work, encourage idleness, and idleness is the par- 
It is often the case that 
working men and business men are unable to leave 
their work or business except on Sunday, and it is a 
special injustice to them to deprive them of the only 
opportunity they have to seek healthful and invig- 
orating recreation. Of course the strict old Blue- 
law observance of the Sabbath would fall more 
lightly on a class of men who earn their living on 


that day, and have all the rest'of the week to enjoy 


themselves in any way they may desire. May the 
time soon come when every man and every creed 
will stand equal before the law.. 

' The Liberal League demands further the “ cessa- 
tion of all appropriations of publie funds for relig- 
ious instructions, or religious purposes of any kind." 
If time is money, the wasting of the people's time in 
public fasts, festivals, holidays, Sabbaths (taking 
for such purposes in a lifetime of three-score years 
and ten, more than ten years), would come: under 
this head, and should cease. A single appropriation 
of time or money for the benefit of any church or 
religion makes to that extent that church or religion 
a state church or religion. The state has invested 
that much for that purpose, and indicated a prefer- 
ence. That such action is a violation of the doctrine 
of total separation of state and church is evident, 
and extended argument is unnecessary. Many appro- 
priations and privileges that it would be impossible 
to obtain directly for such purposes are got through 
our legislative bodies indirectly. One of the favor- 
ite methods is to help the great work of education 
by voting a benefit to some institution of learning, 
and it turns out in the majority of cases that such 
school is run in the interest of some religious denom- 
ination. So the state is indirectly aiding religious 
propagandism, and that to influence young minds 
that ought in reason to be left free from bias until 
time and culture have matured the judgment. It is 
the first duty of every patriotic citizen to so act, and 
so vote, as to prevent any further appropriations ‘of 
this character. 

The League favors the “substitution of simple 
affirmation under the pains and penalties of perjury 
for the judicial oath.” Last September, during the 
trial of a criminal case in Nashville, á man named 
John H. Dixon was ruled out as a witness by the 
presiding judge because of his religio-soientific 
belief. He stated among other things that he be- 
lieved in the Darwinian theory of evolution, which 
is now accepted by nearly all scientific men. Indeed, 
Prof. Marsh, than whom there is no better authority, 
in an address before the Amerigan Association for 
the Advancement of Science, referring **to the unan- 
imity of scientists upon this theory," said, that **to 
doubt evolution to-day was to doubt science, and 
science was only another name for truth.” It is a 
poor compliment to men in this age of the world to 
doubt their truthfulness unless they are influenced 
by fear of some dire punishment in the misty future: 
There are men who seek the truth and tell the truth. 
because it isthe truth, aud not through fear. There 
are men who, without pay and at great expense, de- 
vote the best portion of their lives to the discovery 
of absolute, demonstrable truth, encountering per- 
secution from the interested, and sneers from the 
ignorant. Are they to be discredited as Witnesses 
because their habits of investigation have taught 
them to require much evidence, and because their 
perfect love of truth has cast out all fear? It would 
seem that that period in the enlightenment and evo- 
lution of mankind had now been reached in which 
it would be safe to give every man an equal chance. 
Belief in any particular theological standard does 
not make men truthful, and, on the other hand, dis- 
belief does not necessarily make them liars. The 
causes that go to form the character of the man lie 
deeper than this. 

The League is in favor of the freedom of the 
mails, irrespective of the political or scientific char- 
acter of the literature sent ; but is utterly opposed 
to the dissemination, through the mails or in any 
other way, of obscene literature. It has become 
necessary for the League to define its position upon 
this point, for the reason that interested parties have 
unjustly, maliciously, and wilfully claimed to the 
contrary. The charge has been made in such a way 
as to lead any fair-minded man, who has taken pains 
to investigate the case, to the irresistible conclusion 
that the real object of the calumniators is to prevent 
the circulation of arguments and facts upon religious, 
philosophical, or social questions that do not happen 
to accord with their own notions. These gentlemen 
are perfectly willing that everybody should enjoy 


‘subjects, 
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the right to think as they do themselves. 
ready and willing to think for all mankind, and this 
is: what they call “political and religious liberty. 
When they practice the precept of Confucius, * Do 
not unto others as ye would not that others should 
do unto you,” paraphrased in the Golden Rule of the 
gospel then and not until then, will liberty make 
America her home. The motto of the Liberals is 
the essence of liberty: “Accord to all others every 
right we claim for onrselves.” ; ; 
We ask for simple justice, one of the: objects to 
establish which ‘the. Constitution of the United 
States was made. How justice is now ‘meted out to 
those who disagree with the ruling classes, and are 
therefore presumed by them to be wrong, is well 
illustrated in the case of Mr. D. M. Bennett. Let 


‘me say right here that there is no liberty where men 
are not protected in their right to be onthe wrong 


side of any question, and to maintain their position 
freely by argument. D. M. Bennett is a Freethinker, 
and is the publisher of a paper in New York city, 
called Tur TRUTH SEEKER, ! He is also the publisher 
of numerous books and pamphlets, such as the 
writings of Professor Newman, R. G. Ingersoll, 
Thomas Paine, Voltaire, and Underwood. It is part 
of his-business to sell books of like character not 
published or printed by himself. He is furthermore 
the author of several books and tracts on kindred 
This business he had the right to carry 
on in a free country, and, with just administration 
of the laws, could not be punished. He is an ear- 


nest, energetic man, dnd his business grew rapidly. | 


The Society for the Suppression of Vice, organized 
ostensibly for a good purpose, under the auspices of 
the Young Men's Christian Association, soon marked 
him for their victim. From their point of view his 
business was pernicious, and they wanted it stopped. 
In 1877, their agent, Anthony Comstock, procured 
the indictment of Mr. Bennett, and' made thorough 
search of his stock of books. Only two pamphlets 
were found which, “by hook or erook," could be 
made to appear objectionable; but on the works 
being shown to the Department of Justice, at Wash- 
ington, the case was ordered to be dropped, for the 
reason that the books were not deemed unmailable 
under the United States postal law, designed to pre- 
vent the mailing of corrupting literature. Agent 


‘Comstock, thus balked in his effort at religious per- 


secution, swore vengeance, and kept a sharp watch 
on the doings of Bennett, hoping to entrap him. 
His opportunity occurred in the case of a small 
pamphlet, called *Cupid's Yokes,” a book written 
by Mr. Heywood, and neither printed nor published 
by Bennett. This was in November, 1878. The 
Attorney-General of the United States, in speaking 
of the dull, unwise, short-sighted, but not obscene, 
book, *Cupid's Yokes,” said: “While it seems to 
me a publication not desirable to be made, I am 
aware that there may be much difference of opinion 
upon the subject, and do not confound it with those 
obscene publications, the effect and object of which 
is to excite the imagination and inflame the pas- 
sions.” ' This is the opinion of any fair man, com- 
petent to judge. But Mr. Bennett must be crippled. 
He had, as I think, unwisely sold the pamphlet, and 


'sent it by mail, claiming he did not agree with its 


author, but sent it to vindicate the right of any one 
to mail such a book: Comstock got him indicted, 
and in due time he.was brought to trial before Judge 
Benedict, of the United States Circuit Court. A 
more one-sided and unjust substitute for a trial has 
not. been seen since the Star Chamber proceedings, 


or the criminal trials cf the infamous Judge. 


Jefferies. Bennett was not allowed to prove inno- 
cent: intention ; not allowed to introduce the book, 
so it could be judged of by its general scope ; not 
allowed to bring authors and publishers to show how 
it ought to be classed ; not allowed to show that it 
was purer than books that are standard, and found 
in every household, but was condemned on a few 
detached passages in the book, principally quota- 
tions from standard works, and was only allowed to 
prove his good moral character. He was sentenced 
to pay a fine of $300 and be imprisoned at hard 
labor for thirteen months in the Albany Peniten- 
tiary, where the old man (upwards of sixty years 
old), with his hair and whiskers trimmed off, and 
dressed in prison garb, is now working out his sen- 
tence. An avalancheof petitions, containing nearly 
200,000 names, was sent to President Hayes for his 
pardon—for the pardon of a man who had com- 
mitted no crime ; but Hayes declined to interfere, 


‘aud there is one loyal heart, thanks to Mr. or Mrs. 


Hayes, now beating its life away in Albany Peni- 
tentiary that “civil or religious liberty has not 
gladdened ” (to repeat the language of the Thanks- 
giving proclamation), And this is freedom in the 
best country on the globe in the last quarter of the 
nineteenth century of the Christian era. An old 


' man taken away from his business and friends, shut 


up with criminals, and compelled to learn a new 
trade; thirteen months of the remaining few years 
of his natural life wrested from him by the strong 
and cruel hand of power. And why is it done? 
Simply and solely because he is D. M. Bennett, and 
dares tolet the wide world know the fact. And 
this is justice! . M T 


. They are | 


The degree of civilization of any people may be 
jknown by the manner in which they treat their 
women. From a condition of servitude and mere 
merchandise, subject to barter as other property, as 
is the custom among the more barbarous tribes, | 
! women have risen until, in this country, they stand 
higher than anywhere else on the globe; but still, 
even here, they are the vassals of the stronger sex. 
Women who require protection in person, and in 
thousands of cases in property, are not permitted a 
voice in making the laws by which they are gov- 
erned and supposed to be protected. They are 
‘taxed without representation; certainly a gross 


injustice. 'lhey.are more intelligent to-day, in spite 
of their more limited chances, than many who exer- 
cise the right of elective franchise, Their very 
presence brings to every place a purer atmosphere. 
They may—God kuows no one else can—purify the 
corrupt and stinking cesspool of party politics. ` I, 
for one, fully indorse the proposition of the Liberals 
to. tender to them the ballot, which, of right, belongs 
to them, and invite them to undertake the job. 
Uncle Sam's old house needs cleaning, and many an 
ancient cobweb awaits the new broom. i 


The Liberals have placed a plank in their plat- 
form covering the question of intelligent suffrage. 
In a republic, where all power is vested in the peo-; 
ple, it is evident the masses of the people must be 
honest and intelligent to successfully run the in- 
tricate machinery of government. 

Recognizing the danger arising from ignorance, 
the most prosperous states of our nation have pro- 


citizens of the republic. 
neglected.. Some of them have no provisions made 


means of, education. 


The Liberals propose to amend the Constitution 
of the United States, requiring each'state “ to maiu- 
tain a thoroughly secularized public school system 
and to permit no child within its limits to grow up 
without a good elementary education.” When this 


education the basis of universal suffrage.” 


To successfully maintain for the generations to 
come a government “of the people, by the people, 
and for the people," we must have higher standards 
of intelligence, honor, and morality. To this end 
we must educate. A little learning, with all due 


but more is better. It is not possible to get too 
much, Education will improve the individual; 
make him a better and more useful citizen; give 
him a more humane feeling toward other citizens 
and a better appreciation of them and their peculi- 
arities, and will tend to remove discord and sec- 
tional bitterness and help to make us a united, pros- 
perous, and contented people. We should inculcate 
breadth of view and charity toward all. 


tical measures are needed to secure equal civil and 
religious rights to every person. 


Justice ought to be administed in such a way as 
to make it cheap—cheap enough so the poor man 
can obtain his rights and afford to maintain them. 
The present system, in its working, is unnecessarily 
expensive. To bring. about the best attainable 
result, a new factor must be brought into politics, 
and that new factor is conscience. The salvation of 
the country demands it. There must be no privi- 
leged classes. Men must have the courage of their 
best convictions of duty. Let oppression and steal- 
ing cease. ` 

The conscience party of the future will receive 
the active support of every true Liberal. It takes 
no prophet to foretell that the time will come when 
the Liberals, like the old Abolitionists, will be a 
power in the land, and a power for good. We will. 
stand fearlessly upon principles, unmoved by un- 
popularity or momentary failure.. In our keeping 
is the hope of the futurs. Our principles are as true 
as fate and as enduring as the granite that underlies 
the solid earth on which we stand. Ignore the prin- 
ciples the Liberals advocate and the doom of indi- 
vidual liberty is sealed. Every man and woman 
must be allowed to think for themselves. There 
must be absolutely no aristocracy of thought. 


` The mission of Liberalism is not to tear down and 
destroy, but to build greater and better than those 
who thoughtlessly follow the waning ideas of a less 
enlightened age have ever thought or dreamed. 
We well understand that the task we have under- 
taken is no light one. We fully recognize the great 
strength of the powerful organization arrayed 
against us, but we have one bright ray of faith to 
eheer us on—faith in. the truth; truth, tested by 
doubt, based on evidence, and rooted and grounded 
in the unchangeable laws of nature. We believe 
that truth cannot injure, but is safer for every man, 
woman, and child than any form of error, however 
flattering and seductive it may appear. And be- 
lieving this, we steadfastly believe in its ultimate 
triumph. 'The evolution of the human race will 
turh the defeat of to-day into a glorious victory in 


for, or at least possess most crude and inadequate. 


‘throughout Christendom. 
‘Bible, which he reasoned and claimed was the infallible 
is accomplished, it is proposed to make “ universal | word of God and the only authority by which their reason 


deference to authority, is not a dangerous thing, ' 


There are other reforms that are pressing. Prac- , 


the brighter time to come; and, in the beautiful 
language of the poet, Bryant, 


“ Truth, crushed to earth, shall rise again; 
The eternal years of God are hers; 

. But error, woun?ed, writhes in pain, 
And dies among his worshipers,” 


———— d d —— À— 


The Doetrine of the Predominance of Law. 


To THE EDITOR oF Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: A‘ much, 
esteemed contributor to the columns of TRE TRUTH SEEKER 
recently made the statement that “religion never was and. 
never can be a matter of the reason, but of the emotions,” 
I infer from the above remark that the writer thereof 
believes that the human reason is infallible in itself and 
that it is not dependent upon premises to govern its conclu- 
sions. . l 

Now, wrong premises will lead the human reason to 
wrong conclusions, and under tbis head religion can be & 
matter of reason as well as anything else. It was not 
emotional, it wás rational, for the orthodox religionists to 
say, in the woids of the ' New Hampshire Confession," 
that “the wicked will be sentenced to suffer eternally in 
hell on principles of righteousness;” it is reasoning from 


‘the false premises, that ‘‘man, by voluntary transgression, 


fell from a holy and happy state, and that all the evil he 
now commits is not from constraint, but choice.” 

The emotion in religionists is caused by the conscious 
reasonableness of their claims. <A doctrine consciously 
reasonable from certain premises is the cause of all the 
emotionalism in every system, political or religious. 

Another much esteemed writer to Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
in order to meet the demand of the times, advocates tho 


vided public schools for the education of the future “supplanting of a religion by a religion.” 
In some sections of the! 
country this precautionary measure has been and is 


Now, no new system can be introduced without a reason- 
able foundation to build upon; and as reason is dependent 
upon premises to lead it to a conclusion, true premises are 
first in order. There must always be some authoritative 
basis for action, so that the people who aro about to take a 
new departure can do so confidently. 


Before Luther dissented from the church of Rome the 
pope was, chicfly, the supreme Authority for doctrine 
Luther gavo the people the 


must be governed. At the present time no real unity of 
action among Liberals can be secured without some funda- 
mental authoritative standard is set up to lead their reason 
to right conclusions. 


We hav outgrown the doctrine of Bible infallibility, and 
the question forcibly comes to us, What is greater than the 
Bible? The answer is obvious, and we must admit it as 
:Rationalisis, that if there is any authdritative standard 
which ought to govern the Liberals of this age, that author- 
_itative standard is science. 1t is safe to supplant the Bible 
by £cience, for science can never destroy the truths of the 
| Bible, but will verify them if there are any there. > As the 
Bible doctrine of juatificution by faith led Luther to contend 
for individual liberty of conscience, the scientific doctrine 
that all matter and phenomena are subject to the power of 
universal law ought to lead all men to grant one another 
the inalienable right of being true to the principles of indi- 
vidual ditferentiated organization. If Luther could logic- 
ally preach justification in individual belief by faith, scien- 
tists can lcgically preach justification in dissenting from the 
superstitious of this ago by the doctrine of the predomi- 
nance of luw in nature. Harmony is the condition which we 
‘seek, but it need not be secured at the price of individual 

hypocrisy. ach individual has a vision peculiar to him- 
self, so let the doctrine of the predominance of law in 
nature invoke charity from the heart of every differentiated 
"human orgahization. Yours for the trutb, 
Minneapolis, Minn., Feb. 29, 1880. JoHN Mappoox. 


—————— 9 -4»— 
Palling Down Without Building Up. 


Says Lecky, in his ‘ History of European Morals,” vol. 1, 
page 53: 


' Among the many wise sayings which antiquity ascribed 
to Pythagoras, few are more remarkable than his division 
of virtue into two distinct braucbes—to be truthful, and to 
do good." 


And in a note Mr. Lecky adde: 


“The opposite view in England is continually expre:sed 
in the saying, 'You should never pull down au opinion 
until you hav something to put in its place,’ which can only 
mean, if you are convinced that some religious or other 
hypothesis is false, you are morally bound to repress your 
conviction until you hav discovered. positive affirmations or 
explanations as unqualified and consolatory ss those you 
hav destroyed.” 


Icommend the above to those who think that ‘‘an organ 
of pure negation ” is not needed and maintain that ‘‘a relig- 
ion can only be supplanted by a religion." ANTICHRIST. 


Names Wanted. 


Will all social Radicals living within a radius of one hun- 
dred miles of Cedar Rapids, or at a greater distance, if they 
can attend a Fourth of July celebration at that place, or in 
any way assist, please write at once to the undersigned or 
to Mrs. M. M, Reed, Cedar Rapids, lowa? 


" Man feels through darkness for the hand of help, 
And woman, made almoat a perfect seer, 
Through hastening sorrows and through hope deferred, 
Dares dream of purer, loftier things 
Than can be found within the prison walls.” 


Address E, O, Walker, Norway, Benton county, Iowa, 
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If Not Material, What Is It? 


* To ggg EDITOR oF Tax TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I wish to | intac'. 


notice a few points in an article by William J. Gorsuch, 
also wish to notice M. Babcock. Both articles appeared in 
your issue of March 6:h. I desire in this article to lead eur 
Materialistic friends out of a mistaken idea which they seem 
to hav fallen into in regard:to matter and spirit. I believe 
that Spiritualists should not say that man is a spirit, asa 
wrong idea seems to be conveyed thereby. We are often 
asked by Materielists if spirit is immaterial. J cannot con- 
ceive of an immaterial Something, hence say that spirit is 
matter in a more refined condition than matter we see and 
handle. 

The writer is a Spiritualist because he can’t help 

it, and has had many lively arguments with Materialist; 
and though they generdily sneer at Spiritualism and think 
that those who advocate it area little soft on top of the 
head or hav a disordered stomach, yet we love the Materi- 
alists; they are laboring to free humanity; thus far we are 
in the same boat and are working for the same grand, 
noble purpose, and we can afford to take their sneers and 
jeers good. naturedly, as we are in advance of them so far 
as evidence of a continuation of life beyond the grave is 
concerned. Yes, we are ahead on that score. 
1.A certain musty old book says, ‘‘ Whom the Lord loveth 
he chasteneth;" and we wish to chasten our Materialistic 
friends quite sharply. They do not believe in orthodox 
faith, and pride themselves on going on facts. Yes, they 
are a matter-of-fact set of fellows; no assertions for them; 
they want the facts; scientific facts, if you please. We are 
compelled to say that Materialists, as a class, whom we 
hav talked with, make more assertions upon the point of 
future existence, in the same length of time, than any other 
class we hav talked with. They say life isthe result of 
organization. How do they know? They say when the 
body dies the man ceases to bea living entity. How do 
they know? They say life beyond the grave is past finding 
out and belongs to the unknowable. How do they know? 
They say we hav had no evidence of a future life. How do 
they know? They say we are mistaken, deceived, and that 
it is all imagination. How do they know? Tables and 
pianos hav been raised to the ceiling, and they say elec. 
tricity docs it. They can’t say, with Charles Beecher, it's 
the devil, for they don’t believe in his satanic, majesty. 
They say it is odic force, electricity. If a few sitting 
around 8 table with their hands on it will bring in the aid 
of electricity so that it is moved about or lifted up, it is 
strange that people hav not learned ere this that when a 
building is to-be moved all that is necessary is to get a few 
amen to put their hands on it and away it goes to the desired 
spot. Heavy logs could be taken to the mill. Odic force 
idoeg it, Well, they know about as much about that as the 
rest of us—simply nothing, 

It will soon be thirty-two years since the tiny rap was 
heard at Hydeville, New York, in the presence of those two 
young, innocent girls of the Fox family, and all the scien- 
tists of the Materialistic school, all put together and boiled 
dow, the very quintessence of their wisdom, hav failed to 
tellus what produces it. Isay it is done by intelligences 
who once lived in a physical body as we are now, and they 
say it is not. How do they know? They simply don’t 
know. How do we know? We know by ite being demon- 
strated to us. We say the future life cannot be reasoned in 
er out. It can be known only by being demonstrated. Our 
orthodox friends believe they will liv hereafter; our Mate- 
rialistic friends think they won't. One class is just as well 
off as the other. It is belief with both. Oaly when the 
Materialist gets pretty well cornered he-will say he knows 
we won't liv hereafter, when, in fact, he knows no such 
thing, The orthodox backs up his position with fact and 
belief; the Materialist backs up bis by 8 huge pile of asser- 
tions. È 

Now, since we hav got into this, please be patient and 
follow us through, for we wish now to say something about 
soul, spirit, and matter, as they are usually termed, We 


l it got in at. 


Where was this intelligence, and how came it 
there? If, as Tyndall says, matter does it all, then mind, 
intellect, soul, or life principle must be subservient to 
matter; and, if so, what is it that is moving physical organ- 
isms? A dead physical body can’t move, yet it is all there 
We say the life principle, or soul, which has evo- 
luted from the atom has left the coarser, outer physical 
body and still exists in a finer physical body, generally 
termed spirit. i 

Now we wish to notice our friend Babcock. He asks of 
what use isa soul He says: “The body says, I'll go into 
a saloon and get drunk. The soul says, I'll go with you.” 
He further asks, ‘‘ Which is it that’s drunk—the body or 
soul?" He might as well ask, Of what use is man, this 
planet, the universe, Or anything else? We think the soul 
is the man dwelling in a very fine physical body, and both 
incased in à gross physical body, which is tangible to the 
senses. We might compare our two bodies and the soul to 
the hickory nut, which has & coarse outside shell and & 
finer one within, and the germ, the life principle (the soul, 
if you please), incased within the finer shell. 

He asks of what use is the soul. O? what use is the body 
without the soul? Of what use isa corpse ? There is the 
body, and you might drive it full of tacks, and it don't 
flinch. What's the matter with friend Babcock ? "There is 
the body, but the something that would hav been hurt by 
the tacks is not there. We should say the soul was drunk: 
88 we never yet saw & corpse go into a saloon and get drunk. 
Did you? We deny that the body says, I’ll go into a 
saloon and get drunk. Did you ever hear a corpse talk? 
Why, he asks, does not the soul keep the body from com- 
mitting sin? Could youkeep the wind and rain from beat- 
ing through the cracks of an old log hut? The soul, the 
man, is no doubt subject to its conditions and surroundings, 
hence a man can't be a free moral agent. The engineer 
may hav plenty of number one steam on hand to run a 
locomotive fifty miles an hour, but if it is defective it may 
not be able to drive it ten miles an hour.. Which think you 
is at fault—the steam or the defective machine? The 
physical body from our standpoint is but a machine, and if 
pre-natal conditions were brought to bear, which produced 
a defective machine, the soul is in no wise to blame. 

Good-bye, Mr. Babcock, we must now look after our 
friend Gorsuch a little further. He asks, What room hav 
we for spirit, since force cannot exist apart from matter ? 
Here he mistakes what seems to us to be the true idea. As 
we hav said, the spirit is not the man, but a finer organism 
which he dweils in when he goes into fluer conditions in 
the future. We say yes, spirit, so-called, is really refined 
matter, and is subject to natural laws, which in no wise 
disproves life beyond the grave. We deny that mind, 
intellect, or soul are functions of the brain. .We claim 
rather that the brain is but the machine by which the mind 
or soul manifests itself. Of course, destroy the brain and 
the mind is gone. What business has the man there when 
the machine is of no use to him ? If you should rent your 
pants in pieces, so they would be of no use io you, you 
would get yourself out of them. He says that nature's laws 
demonstrate that when a man dies his existence as a person- 
ality ceases. Friend Gorsuch, you hav asserted something 
which you are ill-prepared to prove, In fact, our Materi- 
alistic friends cannot prove their assertions, neither can they 
disprove the claims of Spiritualists. He objects because we 
accept human testimony, We do not accept the testimony 
of any one. We accept the facts as demonstrated to us, 
through our senses. If we can’t determine a thing by the 


sense of sight, feeling, and hearing, all .brought to bear at 


ihe same time, then of what use are our senses? We do 
not admit as our friend says, that tricksters can do the same 
thing. We sgy, with due respect to our friend, that when 
he or others assert that Spiritualists hav not had the evi- 
dence of life Deyond, aj] such show a degree of egotism 
not warranted by the candid-thinking mind. What, tell me 
I hav not had evidence of alife beyond ? Pray, how did you 
come in possession of such 8 remarkable degree of wisdom? 

We will eonclude by saying that unless our Materialistic 
friends can tell what produces the tiny rap, theindependent 
slate writings, or the spirit picture, and many other phenom- 
en$ which never hav been duplicated, and which we chal- 


intend to be very careful now, for we are aware we shall lenge any pne to do in the gross physical body, they had 
get into deeper water than old Noah was in when sailing in better Wold their peace. You matter-of-fact men, who want 


that skiff. 


everything osonstrated, Will please demonstrate that man 


We accept the Epicurean philosophy—the atomic theory. | does not hav a cons teu. existence Dayond the grave. 


"We believe that every atom that entered into the organiza- 
tion of this planet, or that floats through the universe, 
contains life and motion. We claim matter, motion, and 
life to be co-existent and co-eternal. We believe the atom 
contains all the intelligence it needs for its condition. We 
believe that each atom contains an uncvolved immortal 
principle (scul if you like), which always has and always 
will exist ; heuce the life-principle, or soul, always has and 
always will be a living independent entity, and that we 
can no more lose our identity than we can cease to breathe 
without doing violence to a law of our being, We believe 
each and every soul, mind, or intellect has traveled tbrough 
all the kingdoms below, traveled up through organisms 
adapted to its then developed condition until the genus 
homo is reached. We cannot conceive of intelligence exist- 
ing entirely outside and independent of organization. This 
jdea, to our mind, does away with a great central intelli- 
gence whom Freethinkers are pleased to call God. We 
cannot conceive how intelligence can manifest itself without 
brains, If we hav not traveled up through various king. 
doms and organizations, how did we get here? Come, my 
Materialistic friend, you say life is the result of organiza- 
tion, Will you please teli us when life entered into the 
human organization? Was it at the moment of conception, 
or at the time of birth when the first breath was drawn? 
Please tell us at what stage of 1cetal development the life 
principle entered the human organism, and tell us the door 


Please disprove Spiritualism be..*? YOU Besert High lp be- 
longs among the ‘‘forgotten dreams On the dead past. 
Spiritualism has been clearly, fairly, and squarely . uo. 
strated to tens of thousands of candid, honest, thinking, ano 
reasoning men and women of brains, with keen perception 
and broad comprehension, yet our friend seems to think it 
impossible for others to hav anything demonstrated to them 
which has not been demonstrated to him, 


Warren, O., March 7, 1880. A. ALLEN NOE, 


Kersey Graves’ Alleged Inaccuracies. 


To THE EDITOR or THA TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Mr. 
Kersey Graves agrees to forfeit $500 to any one who shall 
succeed in finding in any of the corrected editions of bis 
works ‘‘ one error or important statement not corroborated 
by reliable historical authority." The Cincinnati Gazette of 
Jan. 16, 1880, contained a long review of hia works, in 
which numerous important and glaring errors are pointed 
out and proved beyond a possible doubt. 4 

On looking at the list of Biblical contradictions in Mr. 
Graves’ ‘Bible of Bibles,” numbered 1 to 284 inclusive, I 
was struck with the apparent variation of many of the quo- 
tations from the original texts. So I took the trouble to 
compare the first few, and I found out of forty-eight texts 
or parts of texts quoted, that thirty were verbally incorrect, 
and these I believe are fair examples of the whole. This, it 
seems to me, is not a very good showing for one who chal- 
lenges the detection of a single error in any of his works. 

i STUDENT, 


State. Teachers’ Association, Iowa. 


To THE EDITOR or Tax Trors SEEKER, Sr: I hope 
you and your readers will pardon the seeming egotism of 
this selfintroduction into your columns. Iam forty-five 
years old, and hav a wife and nine children, of whom the 
eldest two are teaching in the public schools of this state. 
I myself followed the same avocation until increasing deaf- 
ness disqualified me for a proper discharge of the duties of 
the schoolroom. My better half has also been a teacher. 
We all hold first-grade certificates. This much I giv as a 
personal excuse for speaking particularly of the State 
Teachers’ Association, which met at Independence, Iowa, 
Dec. 29, 1879. Besides being, as is usual with such assem- 
blages, a ''mutual admiration society,” it did the usual 
amount of praying and singing. R. Saunderson, of Bur- 
lington, was elected President for the ensuing year, to the 
credit of the Association be it said, by & minority vote. 
(Is not this minority business getting to be rather monot- 
onous 7) i 

The President elect then delivered his inaugural. His 
opening sentence in a eulogy of the dead was, “The 
stream of time is endless," Then John's ange) committed 
perjury when he swore (Rev. x, 6) that ''there should be 
time no longer" I am afraid, my dear Mr. Saunderson, 
you hav done worse than the teacher who contradicted 
Moses. You hav had the audacity to impeach an angel, 
''Issuing from the fiat of omnipotence, it pursues its on-- 
ward course till it has run the boundless circle of eternity.” 
There I think the angel scores a point against you ; for if 
time is made by a “fiat,” cannot a flat end it ? Oh, how con- 
venieat it is to hav a God, for then we know all about things 
that we don't know anything about without! If it were not 
for that “fiat” now. we should just hav no time at all, and 
the beardless boy would be as old as his father or grand. 
father. Then people would hav to work by the job instead 
of the day or month. Othello’s occupation would be gone 
with the watch and clock-makers’, The sunu would hav no 
time to rise and set, but would simply do it by job, bobbing 
up and down like a sawyer in a stream. Teachers could 
not teach by the month, but would contract to fill up so 
many pupils with so many parts of science and so many 
parts of religion. To be sure we would need some new in- 
ventions, the pedaometer and theometer, to gauge the 
pupils, in order to ascertain if the teacher has.performed tho 
contract ; but then, what else could we do with our watch 
and clock-makers ? ‘ 


After paying his compliments to the dead, the president 
next proceeds to fusillade the living, and especially to de- 
molish the Kindergarten Messenger and New Education, 
because the editor ‘‘cannot believe in anything that does 
not manifest itself to the senses." 

** Buch an education,” he continues, ‘ may find congenial 
soil and air in the kindergartens of Milwaukee and Detroit, 
but I think you will agree with me in saying that it will find 
poor foothold in the fair prairies of Iowa." He no doubt 
thinks he has said something very severe about Milwaukee 
aud Detroit. . 

Let all the godly Lots of the modern Sodom and Go- 
morrah take notice from this warning angel and at once 
flee to the fair prairles of Iowa, But if they still persist in 
remaining there and being burnt up, President R. Saunder- 
son has at least done his duty as soon as he could from an 
official standpoint. : 

He wants the children “ to be taught to practice the pre- 
cepts of the Decalogue," and also “to reverence the hand 
that wrote them." Iowa religionists will certainly be 
opposed to the worship of the Holy Hand or any other 
innovation. If the president thinks to rival the Catholic's 
Sacred Heart with the Protestant's Holy Hand he will be 
disappointed. But he would hav the practice of the Deca- 
logue taught. How about keeping the Sabbath? Many of 
my neighbors are Seventh-day Adventists, and hold to the 
Decalogue more tenaciously than the self-styled orthodox 
Protestants. 

And how about the Jews, the original custodians of that 
same Decalogue ? Ah, my dear Mr, President, it is very 
little religion you can teach ‘‘and not giv offense to the 
conscience of any one." This is very thin deception, Mr. 
President. You mean war to Freethought, In your imag, 
ination you hav hoisted your banuer inscribed '' God," and 
formed the triple alliance of Catholics, Protestants, and . 
Jews to extirpate Atheism. But, my dear Mr, President, you 
will never succeed. You will quarrel among yourselves 
about the nature of your God before you hav ever given the 
herejiea] Infidels a blow. a. 

You tell’ ys that away up in the skylight of the New 
York Post-office the sleeplegs eye of a watchman overlooks 
the many employ. below, and preyénis them from steal- 
ing. Bo you “ would place °? the walls of every gchopj; 
house in our land, in golden letters, t... & child might read 
them, ‘Thou, God, seest me.’” So I presume yóii vill bay 
the Sleepless Eye as well ss the Holy Hand as emblems to 
worship in your new religion. Exeyse my juquisitiveness, 
Does an honest man need watching? ` 

But the inaugural is such a jewel, I must now quote & 
whole paragraph ; '*It is gaid that A principal of a graded 
school in one of the towns of oyr state was in the habit of 
using language in the presence of his clas&es like the fo]. 
lowing : ‘Old Moses said so and so, but I think differently.’ 
You will, I am sure, agree with me in saying that the 
citizens of that town did right when, at the end of the year, 
they protested against his re-appointment. Ingersolism 
should hav no place in our schools.” Why, yes, they Were 
very patient to wait till the end of the year, which indigates 
that there must hav been something of the generous air of 
Milwaukee and Detroit about the place that God’s elect did 
not at once drive him away to the splash of rotten eggs, 
Well, they waited patiently (I know all about it) because they 
had to wait, and at the end of the year they installed a pul- 
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pit-pounder in his place to undo the evil that he had done. 
(I giv no names, Mr. President, as you gave none, and if 
you wish it may pass as a pleasant fiction.) : 

Well, before the end of his year he prudently left in order 
to avoid certain new responsibilities in connection with two 
of his more advanced female pupils. He had appealed to 
the same Sleepless Eye and Holy Hand as to the purity of 
his sentiments and the fidelity of his intentions, He made 
able prayers and sang sweet kymnus, and talked about -the 
“fiat” ef God—but he ran away all the same for all that. 
He was a ‘‘meek” man, and never, absolutely never, pre- 
tended to know more than Moses; and after his flight, in 
order to avoid pursuit, like Moses, re wrote an account of 
his own death and sent it to his victims. Now since you, 
Mr. President, did not. giv the name of my brother, I shall 
withhold the name of yours, and perhaps it would be pleas- 
anter to all the parties now to ssy no more about it. 

You say : ‘‘ There is a prominent teacher in one of our 
Western counties who give each winter a series of public 
lectures in his schoolhouse, the object of whith is, to quote 
his own words, the uprooting of Christianity, with its goda, 
Christs, Holy Ghosts, and other superstitions. Fortunately 
there are few such Cases, for were they the rule rather than 
the rare exception, public instruction would -die a speedy 

. death and its funeral would be attended by but few mourn- 
ers,” ‘You are under a mistake. Catholics may take their 

, children from our free schools because priests do not con- 
trol them, but. Protestants as'a mass are only preyented by 
a few self.constituted leaders from according to Liberals the 
same toleration and liberty they demand for themselves. 

Walnut, Iowa, March 1, 1880. J. K. P. BAKER, 
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Liberal League Notes. 


LisEBALS of New York state, now is the time to circulate 

. petitions in Favor of taxation of church property. Ask your 

member of assembly to votefor Hon. Oharles 8. Baker's bill 
when it comes up. 


Tam address recentiy issued by the Missouri Liberal 
League State Committee can be obtained of D. Jenkins, 
Hannibal, Mo., for two dollars per hundred copies. Every 
League should order a hundred copies at least. 


LinEBALS in the various towns and cities of the United 
States and Canada who take a New York paper through 
their news agent should order Truth. This is the most Lib. 
eral daily paper ever issued at the metropolis. Every Lib- 
eral should thank 77u/À for the way it is showing up that 
Christian fraud Comstock. 


I THANKFULLY acknowledge the following contributions, 
made since December 14, 1879, to aid me in my Liberal 
League work: Mr. Cowles, $1; John Barrett Beel, $1; 
"Thomas Goddard, $1; B. F. Bibbit, $1; Nelson 8. Fowler, 
$1; A. H. Pike, $1; no name, 75 cents, I desire to call the 
attention of the reader to the continuation of this subject in 
a short article in this number, entitled, ‘To the Friends of 
the Liberal League Movement.” 


Dunriwo the past week the following persons hav ordered 
blanks and instructions to form Leagues: G. L. Clark, Val- 
ley Grove, Neb.; Wm. L. Worley, Pescadero, Cal.; D. P. 
Wilcox, Yankton, Dak.; A. Whiting. Melissa, Tex.; Wm. 
Butterfeld,'Bilverdale, Kan. The Board of Directors hav 
just. issued a new instruction pamphlet, much superior to 
any one heretofore published, that will be furnished to any 
one desiring to form an auxiliary League. 


E. CAMPFIELD writes: **Our camp-meeting will be held 
at Bismarck Grove, Bept. 1-7, inclusive. Now, to make it 
au overwhelming success, we shall want Col. Ingersoll and 
the National Liberal League to meet with us. Our workers 
are well aroused, aud we are determined to hav over fifty 
Leagues before our camp-meeting. lam directing all our 
energies toward the taxation of church property. I think 
we will be able to send into our legislature a petition bear- 
ing the sigatures of not less than fifty thousand names. We 
keep Prof. Phelps busy the whole of the time. The sub- 
committee of the National Liberal League for Kansas is 
now composed of two men and three women. That is 
women's rights." 


Tur Committee on Resolutions at the Cincinnati Liberal 
League Congress were Col. R. G. Ingersoll, Washington, 
D. G.; W.T. Auten, Nashville, Tenn,; Dr. T. L. Brown, 
Binghamton, N.Y. ; Gen. B. A. Morton, New Haven, Conn.; 
J. H. B. Perkins, Bellville, Kan.; Henry Damon, Boston, 
Mass.; Wm. Barnsdall, Titusville, Pa.; Mrs. O. M. Hecht- 
man, Washington, D. C.; J. G. Michener, Texas. It was 
understood that Col. Ingersoll drafted the three resolutions, 
which were assented to by the other able members of the 
Committee and unanimously reported to the Congress, and 
then most enthusiastically adopted by the large body of in- 
telligent Liberals present without a dissenting vote. And 
notwithstanding all this the ** consensus of the competent " 
says of these resolutions, and those who drafted them, that 
“& a]l] three were concocted in cowardice, hypocrisy, and 
fraud. They are a disgrace to those who drafted them and 
a disgrace to all who defend them." I suppose the decision 
of this high tribunal is final. 


Bro. S. L. RucaLgs makes sn enthusiastic appeal to hav 
the next Liberal League Congress at Bismarck Grove, Kan. 
** By all means let us, as you advise, hav the next Liberal 
League Congress for 1880 at Bismarck Grove, Kansas. It 
is the most appropriate and central spot on the Continent 
and the easiest of access from all directions. I am not sure 
but it equals ‘Academic Grove’ of ancient Greece, in which 
the sages and philosophers of that age assembled to receive 
and impart wisdom. I know that it is indeed one of 
nature's first and grandest temples and a fitting spot on 
which to baptize the National Liberal League with the spirit 


of universal liberty. To Bismarck they will come from the {certainly need him here, for we aro behindhand in the 


chairmans.tip for Jefferson county. Mr. Keltner is an 


from the Pacific Slope, from the factories of New England, 
and from the Alleghanies and along the lakes of the North, 
and from the provinces of Canada. We will welcome all 
of every Class, kin, and nationality irrespective of whose 
shibboleth they pronounce. Let them come to the home of 
John Brown and receive the inspiration of his spirit that is 
still marching the race on to a full, free, and complete 
enfranchisement. Come to Bismarck Grove, and the old 


cry of ‘Kensas and freedom’ will be telegraphed around 
the globe.” . 


THE following extracts from letters just received are 
encouraging. Clayton Crasson, of Union Star, Ky., writes: 
* Yam confident that we will succeed in the organization of 
a League in this place within a few weeks." D. P. Wilcox 
writes from Yankton, Dakota: ‘‘The time has arrived in 
the eareer of this city for the first step to be taken towards 
forming a Liberal League, I think now, after having hoped 
and waited and almost despaired, that I can make the thing 
work.” Mr. Wm. L. Worley writes from Pescadero, Cal., 
that he is prepared to build a Liberal hall at La Honda, San 
Mateo county, Cal., and then form a League. Mr. John 
Sears, a leading business man there anda Liberalist, pro- 
poses to build the hall. Kersey Graves writes: “After a 
serious disqualification for business I hav got so far restored 
that I am packing up and will start to-morrow. Will report 
to you my operations every week.” J, Warr writes from 
Patergon, N. J., “I am pleased to inform you that our 
League is growing faster than I ever anticipated it would,” 
O. A. Phelps writes from Oiage, Kan.: '* Closed'a seven- 
night'& engagement here yesterday. Charter applied for. 
H. L. R. Jones, President; C. Q. Waite, Secretary, Hope 
to organize at Parsons this week also.” A. Whiting, of 
Meliss, Tex., says: ‘‘ Having read your article in last Mind 
and Matter, hav concluded to get up a Liberal League here 
if you wili be kind enough to forward instructions, blanks 
etc. Texas needs some such thing badly. In some por- 
tions of the state it is dangerous to express one’s opinions 
unless they are strictly ortifodox." D. 8. McCherne. 
reports from Walnut City, Iowa: *' We wish to have a per- 
marient Liberal League organized here. We hav had four 
mee tings, and I am proud to say some of our best citizens 
are earnest in this cause. Send blanks, etc., 80 we can hav 
them at our next meeting, the first Saturday of next month.” 


H. L. GaxEm. 


Notes and News from Iowa, 


. Naxos of Liberals are always acceptable. I want some 
from every post-office in the state. Send them right along, 
accompanied by a few stamps for correspondence. 


Pao». O. A. PHELPS is achieving a splendid reputation 
in Kansas as a lecturer and debater. Bro. Campfield says 
that he is “doing more to advance our cause than any other 
man in the state,” 


I wisn all secretaries of auxiliaries would send me a list 
of their cfüicers and members, the programme of exercises 
at their meetings, the progress ot Literal ideas in their 
neighborhoods, etc. 


Tux Second Annual National Liberal Encampment will 
be held at Bismarck Grove, Kansas, September 1st to 7th, 
inclusive. The Fourth Annual Congress of the National 
Liberal League should be held at the same time and plate. 


I WoUL?D call the attention of Liberal workers every where 
to, the many excellent suggestions contained in Mr. B. F. 
Babbitt's article on '*'Taxaion of Church Property" in 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER of March 8th. It is very timely and 
good. 


Av Farley, Dubuque county, the ultra-orthodox attempted 
to defeat two candidates for councilmen because they were 
Freetixinkers, but the friends of freedom and toleration ral- 
lied and elected them, to the exceeding chagrin and rage of 
the would-be bulldozers. 


Mr. Tuomas B. KELTNRR, of Perlee, has accepted the 


earnest Liberal, a resident of the county from his childhood, 
and he showld receive the active and substantial aid of every 
friend of secularization in the county. He wishes to organ- 
ize a League at Fairfield, and wants a lecturer there. 


Bravo for that gallant veteran of freedom, Amy Post! 
Her letter to the ‘‘great apostate” is the best thing of the 
season! Now, will the rest of our loyal Liberals, whose 
names are yet on the list of vice-presidents, and of the 
Executive Committee of the “Liberal Union,” follow her 
worthy example, and order them erased from that black 
list ? 


I SHALL be out over the state engaged in the work of 
organization most of the time for the next six months, and 
will answer calls to speak upou the various reforms advo- 
cated by the National Liberal League. I hope to meet 
many of the friends of secularization and to increase the 
circulation of our papers. Address me at Norway (for- 
merly Florence), Benton county, Iowa. 


Mns. ANNIE L. MILLARD, of Osceola, Clark County, has 
written out a Constitution and set of by-laws for the organi- 
zation of a Liberal Life Insurance Aid Association. Ithink 
that something of the kind is needed. All of the united 
and secret aid associations at present existing hav so much 
superstition mixed in in various ways that no Belf-reapecting 
Freethinker can feel at home therein. I would suggest that 
our friends who think favorably of such a movement enter 
into correspondence with Mrs. Millard. 


Our Iowa Liberals should see to it that Professor Bell 
invade our state during his forthcoming trip West. We 
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upper and lower Mississippi, from the Rocky Mountains, | 


to the Committee on Ways and Means. 


place on election-day of this year. 


| marching forward to victory. 


work of organization, and he is a great organizer and am 


earnest and honest friend of the League. Then Bro. Bell 
is & gentleman well qualified to defend the principles of 
Freethought, and a genial, whole-souled man. Many towns 
and cities in Iowa hav been calling for a speaker. Let them 
at once write to Bro. Bell, 78 Fourth street, New Bedford, 
Mass. : l 


Our petition for taxation of church property was referred 
The bill providing 
for such taxation was ''indeflnitely postponed," as recom- 


mended by the committee which reported it. This settles 


the question so far as this legislature is concerned, and now 
we must go to work for the fight in 1882. The first thing 
to be done is to thoroughly organize by counties and town- 
ships. This petition must be at every polling-place in the 
state upon election-day, 1881. Get all the names you can 
between now and then, and on that day hav the petition in 
the hands of a live, conscientious worker. Inthe mean time 
we hav another work to which we must assiduously devote 
ourselves. I mean the circulation of the anti-Cumstock 
postal-law petition. This petition should be at every voting- 
Let us all work for equal 
rights and a secular state as we hav never worked before. 
The enemies of liberty are Vigilant, the traitors aud cowards 
hav opened the gates of our fortresg to the foe, and we 
must muster our whole force to repel the attack thus perfidi- 
ously brought upon us. 


Tuk Index speaks of the expressed opinion of J. Vila 
Blake, in favor of its Course, as ‘a vote to be weighed, 
not counted." Is it so gross as that? -Mr. Abbot parades 
a letter from E. W. Meddaugh, in which that gentleman 
says: f 


“The argument of 'unconstitutionality against these 
laws, so far as it has come under my observation, is a piti- 
ful exhibition of ignorance and legal sophistry. To say 
nothing of the reasons based on gencral principles in favor 
of their validity, the Supreme Court of the United States, 
which is conceded to be the flasi arbiter on national consti- 
tutional questions, has, in numerous decisione, fully sus- 
tained the power of Congress in this class of legislation. In 
the light of its jadgments, no lawyer capable of dealing , 
with such questions, who has not been forced out of intel- 
lectuai plumb by the exigencies of a bad cause, can seriously 
doubt the Cconstitutionality of these laws.” 

Here we hav it agsiu—the ever-recurring worship of 
authority as authority! Suppose tbat the Supreme Court 
has decided that these postal laws are constitutional, or that 
laws of the same class are Constitutional, it does not prove 
that they are, and it is no surety that this same court may 
not reverse its own decision. Judges are but men—lawyezs 
of more or less ability—and they are no more infallible than 
bishops of Rome or editors of ‘‘ public morality " journals. 
We hav not forgotten that this '' final arbiter” once decided 
that negroes had no rights which white men were bound to 
respect ; and the bloody reversa] of that decision is still 
more fresh in the minds of our people. Every step forward 
of humanity has been in direct defiance of the owlish wis- 
dom of just such ‘‘final arbiters” us our Supreme Court. 
Three grains of common sense are worth more in the dis- 
cussion of this question than ten thousand tomes of legal 
lore, if their readers and expounders are prejudiced fossils 
and pious partisans. Does Mr. Meddaugh suppose that 
Freethinkers are going to bow to the decision of a Supreme 
Court simply because it is à Supreme Court? It so he is 
terribly mistaken. Notice the infinite impudence of this 
pronunciamento: ‘In the light of its judgments, no lawyer 
capable of dealing with such questions, who has not been 
forced out ol intellectual plumb by the exigencies of a bad 
Cause, can seriously doubt the constitutionality of these 
laws.” All hats off to the supreme, infalliule junto! Let 
no ''pettifogger" presume to examine the Constitution and 
this question for himself. He has no business to think 
unless his thoughts are an echo of its ''judgments." 
Beriously, does Mr. Meddaugh suppose that the people of 
this Country are going to permit the establishment of à cen- 
sorship of the press (for, in effect, it is nothing else—a 
moral supervision and theological inspection of the mail- 
sacks of the nation) simply because a few ermined lawyers, 
of more or less wisdom, decide that such censorship, super- 
vision, and inspection are constitutional ? People of my 
Country, arouse, ere it is too late ! E. C. WALKER. 


MM 9 | —— — 
From Kansas. 


To tax Eprrog or Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The 
Second Annual National Liberal Eacampment will be held 
at Bismarck Grove, Lawrence, Kansas, September 1st to 
7th inclusive. 

We are exceedingly anxious that the National Liberal 
League Congress should be held at the same time and place. 
The location of this grove is near the center of the United 
States, it is accessible by rail from all parts of the country, 
while the beauty of the place is unsurpassed. 

The Liberal element in this state is wide awake and 
Yours, | E. CAMPFIELD, 
Wyandotte, Kansas, March 7, 1880. 


Osace Mission, Kan., March 8, 1880. 
EDITOR or TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: I closed a seven- 
night engagement here last week with the formation of a 
good League. Sent for charter this morning. H. L. R. 
Jones, President; C. G. Waite, Secretary. I go to Parsons 
this week, and hope to organize there also. 


Yours very truly, — O. A. PHELPS. 


W. F. JAMIESON is now lecturing in Garrettsville, Ohio, 
and has calls to Brighton, Laingsburg, and Adrian, Michi- 
gan, and Humbird, Wisconsin, Address at Lake City, 
Minnesota, i 
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The Truth Secker, March 20, 1880. 


The Two Moralities.—Concluded. 


Now there is another view to take of natural morality. 
The motor forces of the human soul, those busy little sug- 
gestors that guide the individual and prompt him to act— 
the five senses, touch, smell, taste, sight, hearing—hav all 
had their period of eclipse, of repression, of being regulated, 
limited, bound down, fenced io, end starved by codes of 
priestly, ecclesiastical, and, in modern days, Christian mor- 
als; just as the passion of love is now suppressed, traduced, 
and regulated by Christian morals. The sense of touch has 
been tortured by hair-cloth, crowns of thorns, peas in the 
shoes, dust and ashes, sores, vermin, and the gospel of dirt 
generally, The smell and all sense and enjoyment of per- 
fumes hav been similarly proscribed, and could not but be ex- 
cruciated in sympathy with touch and the unfragrant state 
of the universally unwashed Christian skin. The taste and 
the whole realm of the alimentative appetite hav suffered 
untold tortures. Indeed this passion has had enough to en- 
dure, even at the hands of natural morality ; and the impo- 
sitions of priestly, ecclesiastic, and Christian starvation hav 
been wholly gratuitous and needless. The Christian domi- 
nation over this passion for eating has continued, though 
with lessening rigor, down to our own day. We still hav 
fast days, and this very essay is.co-ordinating its ideas in 
the holy season of Lent, when Christians generally hav 
Eohe a fishing, or hunting hens’ eggs, and when pigs and 
Chickens are taking a rest. 

Sight and hearing, being more iu the nature of air and 
sunshine, could not easily be bottled up. Yet there hav 
been any number of religious laws and Christian regulations 
as to what must not be seen and shall not be heard. Dress 
has been regulated and color proscribed as originating 
with the very devil. vI can never forget a memory of my 
childhood, in the Methodist connection, in whose faith I 
was infantilely baptized, and on whose pap I was brought 
up. Sister Lippit put ap “ artificial flower ” in the ungodly 
fabrication that only by divine grace, at that early day, and 
ia that backwoods settlement, could be called a bonnet; and 
the commotion of busy tongues and flying scandal that 
buzzed around those sap bushes, and that log schoolhouse 
where the church met every Sunday, by divine permission, 
when the creek wan’t too high, has never been equaled till 
the Beecher era. l 

After dress, undress has always been just as wicked to be 
seen. Ecclesiasticism has never been able to be satisfied 
either way,. The nude in art has had a world of Christian 
discussion, and has passed through alternate periods of 
favor and of frown ; but the realisms of nude nature hav 
always been denounced by Bible Christians as right out of 
the depths of total depravity, and prone to central hell as 
the sparks fly upward. The scenes of the theater hav al- 
ways been forbidden as obscene, and the Christian old lady 
who avowed in prayer-meeting, with trembling voice and: 
uplifting of hands, that she “had been through scenes and 
—unseens,” about balanced her chances for an abode among 
the blessed. : 

Last of all, as to the sense of hearing ; freedom of speech, 
or of expression of opinion.in any shape, has always been 
regulated and as far as possible suppressed. The kind of 
song and music fit for the human ear hav been prescribed 

.and regulated by the priesthood of every age and. by the 
Christian church of this last era. The devil has confes- 
sedly, from time immemorial, had ‘‘all the best tunes," 
which the pious wanted but did not dare to touch with their 
harp of a thousand strings. Their. '' jealous God” would 
neither play them himself nor let the devil, if he could help 
it—which he couldn't always. 
` These five senses hav now all very nearly or quite eman- 
cipated themselves, 80 that the individual of this later age 
has the right to eat unquestioned what suits his appetite, 
has the right of private judgment as to what flowers or 
fragrances he shall smell, what clothing he shall wear, what 
sights he shall see, what sounds he shall hear. He is per- 
mitted variety, too, in all these senses. If, on attaining his 
mejority, he betrays a liking for strawberries, he is not 
bound to obey any morally fragivorous law to eat strawber- 
ries and them aloae till death do him part. It don't imperil 
the highest good of the cosmos if he eats peaches even the 
very same day. Indeed cooks hav been known to arrange 
a fymposium on a kind of chromatic scale of all the tastes 
they could include, and men and women hav seated and 
sated themselves at such feasts without our special wonder. 
If the “thunders of Sinai” did break on their ear, some 
reveler would only casually remark a doubt about '* much 
of a shower.” So also a man may hear a song, & violin, or 
a seven-octave grand piano, and all at once, if he chooses, 
then turn from them to the indulgence of a tin whistle if he 
likes, without prematurely bringing on the crack of doom. 

Passing on from the bodily forces we come to some mo- 
tors in the human soul of a higher type, such as ambition, 
friendship, love, paternity (philoprogenitiveness) A man 
may hav two or three ambitions, and desire to excel in two 
or three departments of art, or science, or industry, cr in 
all three of them at once. A man may also hav any number 
of friendships, The more friends he has the more respect- 
able he is accounted to be. A man may love any number 
of children—his own or those of anybody else— without 
loss of character. It is not till you come to the great cen- 
tral, pivotal passion of love that you light on the last 
discouraged, shattered remains of Christian morality. Here 
they are, barracked and bivouacked in one strong hold. 
Here is the last ditch of the demoralized, retreating, embat- 
tled hosts. Their first law is, ‘‘Thou shalt hav no other 
Gods before me, for I, the Lord thy God, am a jealous 
God ;" and the same relationship the Christian man holds 


to his God the Christian woman holds to the Christian man, 


—and it is monotheism and monanthropism throughout, for 
Aer. The obsequious subserviency of Catherine, Queen of 
England, daughter of Ferdinand of Spain,-and wife of 


: 
Henry the Eight, has been the lot of every woman, however 


high or however low, for ages before and centuries since, 
by the written and unwritten law of Christian, morality. 
Catherine, in à Christian court composed of bishops, arch- 
bishops, and cardinals, repudiates their jurisdiction and ad- 
dresses the cowardly, priest-governed king in these burning 
words: : 
*' Alas. sir, 

In what hav I offended you? What cause 

Hath my behavior given to your displeasure, 

That thus you should proceed to put me off, 

And take your good grace from me? Heaven witness, 

I hav been to you a true and humble wife, $ 1 

At all times to your will couformable; . 

Ever in fear to kindle your dislike. 

Yea, aubject to your countenance; glad, or sorry, 

As I saw it inclined, When was the hour 

I ever contradicted your desire, 

Or made it not mine too? Or which of your frienda 

Hav I not strove to love, although I knew 

He were mine enemy? What friend of mine 

That had to him derived your auger, did I 

Continue in my liking? Nay, gave notice 

He was from thence discharged ? 


Christian morality required all this subordination, this 
slavery, this sacrifice of {he woman to the man, of one 
human being to another ; and yet, after all this sacrifice of 
herself to Aim, she was again sacrificed to the State, to the 
founding of a dynasty. For this life-long {devotion she 
earned, and at the hands of a Christian court obtained, 
divorce and repudiation. 

Natural morality decrees with Emerson, ‘' Giv all to love;” 
and stand by woman at all hszjrds. 
mands the sovereignty not subserviency of woman in all 
this sex realm; and separations, when they must come, 
should be decreed for other causes than convenience, de- 
scent of property, or reasons of state. 

In further elucidation of the ‘two moralities,” the fol- 
lowing article from the Index of Jan. 17, 1878. It was 
written as my first protest against the downward and back- 
ward departure upon which Mr. Abbot had then just entered: 


DEFINITIONS DESIRED.—OBSCENITY, IMMORALITY, DECENCY, 
«PURITY. 


EDITOR or Tae Inpex: I feel on the subject of. morals 
ag your correspondent Mr. Stark does in relation to money 
—“ Tempted I am to launch into a dis quisition on definition, 
All our woes come of bad ones. A good definition is better 
than precious stones, or much fine gold. , All reasoning 
depends on definition.” and 

How much can be settled and how many agreements 
effected by accurate detinition in all departments of discus- 
sion! The Comstock aggressions hav brought up the sub- 
ject of ‘‘ obscenity ;" and, in your treatment of it, you warn 
Liberals against the consequences of ** immorality.” 

Now it seems to me we cannot move a step, and can hav 
no clear understanding as between ourselves, and no idea 
of the strategy of our opponents, till we know what it is 
obscene to print, and what it is immoral todo. But when 
we come to dictionary building, who is to hav the contract, 
and who shall be authorized tomake it? Whose definition are 
Liberals bound to take? Are we to be admonished to quietly 
submit to the old definitions, and so practically let the Chris- 
tians impose the cant meaning of their old words upon us ? 
Are progress and science to be demanded in religion, while 
morals are left to be prescribed by the sectaries and the 
bigots ? Is religion to be free, and morals to be kept yet 
other centuries under the old Papal and Puritanic bonda ? 
For one, the present writer repudiates the illogical discrimi- 
nation. If we are to hav a recast of religion, and the. slag 
of cant and whim and unreason is to. be smelted out of it, 
I demand that the old morals be tried by the same tire and 
in the same. furnace. Science will be just as good for 
morals as for religion ; and nothing will go to everlasting 
smash except what ought to go, any more by scientizing the 
one than the other. What does it matter to me if lam 
tolerated in the worship of free religion, but am jugged in 
jail on an orthodox definition of immorality ? I cannot see 
that the Liberals of the country gain anything by pulling 
down a religious Pope and setting up a moral one ; punc- 
turing and collapsing au Evangelical Infallibility and leav- 
ing his moral counterpart standing there stark, strong, and 
malignant, to gobble us up on his own terme. d 

In the evolution that all things are undergoing, and amid 
the changes and modifications that inevitably come over all 
institutions, it cannot be that the department of morals is a 
Medo-Persic one, that must stand stock still. In a vortex of 
perpetual movement, it cannot be that the ancient code of 
morals was established so perfect at first, and has run so 
smoothly through all these centuries, that it, of all things,. 
needs no change and is nnchangeable. i 

When the editor of the Indew (Dec. 6th) says, ‘‘ Unjust as 
it is, this suspicion [of a necessary connection between 80- 
-called ‘ Infidelity’ and 'immorality’] lays a double duty upon 
every Liberal to keep himeelf above ail possibility of being 
charged with immorality, either of act or word," there are 
Liberals who would like to know whose morals he appeals 
to us to obey, and whose immoralities to keep ourselves 
above. Can it be possible that he asks us to be the abject 
and unquestioning slaves of the morals prescribed by the 
Young Men's Christian Association ? Does he mean to 
implore us to go through Our remaining years asking An- 
thong Comstock what it is moral to do in the conduct of 
life? If not, whose morals does he mean us to imitate, and 
who are to be the definers of immorality ? 

I suggest, and with proud defiance of the oid orthodox 
sentinels who hav so long stood guard over me, that Liberals 
define their own morals as they do their own religion. It 
is time that the light of science was let into morals as well 
as into religion ; and time that Liberals were permitted to 
liv their own lives, unshadowed by any moral pope and un- 
awed by any Censor, extept what science and the constitu- 
tion of things prescribe. For my single self, I enlarge the 
old Protestant demand, and claim freedom of conscience 
and the right of private judgment, not only as to what it is 
religious to believe, but as to what it is moral to do. Ever 
observant of the rights of others, I claim my own. Careful 
always to do no wrong to another, I am responsible, and 
ready always to take the Consequences of my own acts. 
am a joint owner of this planet, along with the rest of the 
tourteen hundred million dwellers upon it; and I am not to 
be evicted from my share because there are foxes who hav 
forgotten their cunning and are willing to be cropped. I 
am born with & box ticket that takes me through the house; 
and armed with that ticket of essential manbood and 
equality, Christian keepers will, at their peril, deny me 
admission through al! doors authorized to be opened by it. 


Natural morality de- | 


And this my defiance, I am persuaded, is that of every 
other Liberal ** who has a keen sense of honor,” and whose 
individuality has not been -suppressed aud flattened out, 
under the great super-incumbent, evangelical, orthodox 
mass, y 

Now let's hav the defining begin; “and since the words at 
the head of this article hav been called into sudden use and 
promiuence, they. are first:in order,» THERON Q. LELAND. 

New York, Dec. 24, 1877. © E 


| "[ Wearesorry that Mr. Leland did not ‘ begin,’ after all. 

The Index has been. too long a pleader for scientific ethica 
j to be afraid of definitions, and is quite ready to discuss'any 
which hav a prima facie claim on attention. The morality 
it advocates is the morality of nature, and not of any 
*pope;' but we are curious to know what the trouble is with 
the proposition which seems to hav disturbed our corre- 
spondent. It appears to us to be very like a mere truism— 
what ails it$— Editor Index )" . 

"The '*' what ails it ?" is characteristic of that editor. It 
| Shows that the real significance of the eighth Demand had 
ere got into his head. It was impossible for that theo- 
i logic brain of his to perceive that his ‘‘ proposition " and 
; his ‘eighth Demand " did not and could not *' consist." 
|! But there is another Demand of Liberalism, and that is 

that every discussion in "THE TRUTH SEEKER must some 
_ time or other. come to an end. This essay must now submit 
, to that terminal fate, although a whole book could be writ- 

; ten about Christian morality, and another about natural mo- 
‘tality. There is more to say about those contradictory - 
, morals, but I leave it for others to say. - 
The eighth Demand is now before Liberals with a little 
i more Prominence than has hitherto been given it. Is ita 
true Demand, and ought. it: to be maintained? Are there 
jtwo moralities, and ought one to be repudiated and the 
other accepted as the true guide in the conduct of life? Is 
not the eighth Demand a legitimate, important, even urgent 
| subject for discussion in the League and Liberal associations 
of the- country, and by writers and editors in their journals? 
'I hay made my contribution ; let others take it up. - 
201 E. Tist St., NewYork. _ THERON C. LELAND. 
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: Is Materialism Bigotry ? 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTA SEEKER, Sir: Before I ac- 
cepted ‘a place in the ranks of the League movement I had 
many a severe.struggle-to undergo between inclination and 
principle on the one side, and what is called policy ou the 
other. -As a Freethinker, I wished to be forever untrammeled 
by any set of rules made by a number of Freethinkers col. 
lectively. The very name of organization, league, etc., was 
distasteful to me, asit yet isto thousands of other Freetbink- 
ers. I wished to do my own thinking always, preserve my in- 
dividuality, and promote Liberalism in my own way. I did 
not wish to be made responsible to, nor responsible for, others’ 
thoughts and sentiments. But it was represented to me that 
individual effort was of little avail, and that to vanquish the 
common enemy—orthodoxy and Christian bigotry—the 
union of all Liberals, of whatever shade of opinion, was 
necessary, indeed & sine qua non condition of success. I 
acquiesced in these opinions of friends reluctantly, it must 
be confessed ; but having once done so, and buckled on my 
armor, I shall stay at my post and serve out my time of en- 
listment, which ia for the war. : 

I hav spoken of sacrifices of principles anë inclinations, 
which I had made for the sake of policy. Ido not speak 
of them from any spirit of vanity, but as a statement of 
fact merely. Hundreds of others hav done the same, and 
it is because they hav done s0 that I beg to serve notice on 
Mr. E. À, Chapman that the union between ourselves and 
the Spiritualists, which is both unfatural and distasteful to 
‘either parties, will cease as soon as we hav accomplished the 
common object, the total separation of church and state. 
After that it will be war to the knife between ourselves 
rand the believers in ''planchette," ''mesmerism," and 
““ spooks.” There can be no true union except for purposes 
defensive between empiricists and Spirituslists; they are 
the day and night of modern thought, and Mr. Babcock, so 
far from being & bigot in serving this notice upon our pres- 
ent allies, has only voiced the sentiment of the adherents of 
the Materialistic philosophy and shown himself to be honest 
and above board. 

If the Spiritualists do not like this declaration, let them 
withdraw. There were ‘a thousand Thebans at Ther- 
mopyle who offered their services to Leonidas against the 
common enemy, the Persians, But he of the lion beart 
refused, and with his three hundred Spartans alone bore the 
brunt of battle; and since he could not be victorious, he 
died at their head fighting, and divided the glory with none. 
The Materialists feel like the noble Lacedzemonian; we 
would rather let the Spiritualists go their way, and with our 
own little but compact band oppose the enemy and divide 
the honor of victory or the mortification of defeat with 
none, But since we hav joined the Liberal League, I pre- 
sume we must accept the offer of the Thebans, and there is 
truce among us for'the nonce. . 

“The great Huxley," quoth Mr. Chapman, “ says that 
Spiritualism is not worthy his attention." My sentiments 
precisely, and the sentiments of every real Freethinker, 
When Mr. Chapman has once successfully shown the falsity 
of the axiomatic truth, ** No force without matter, no mat- 
ter without force,” it will be time enough for People to 
bother with * disembodied spirits,” ''immaterial intelli- 
gences," ''supernatural phenomena," and other parapher- 


[| nalia from the property and luniber-room of modern Spirit- 


ualism, When a man has sufficiently abdicated reason and 
common sense to quit the safe road of « posteriori reasoning 
to follow the ignis fatuus of ghostly manifestation through 
the swamps and quagmires of a priori argumentation ; 
when he is ready to postulate & spook for every unknown 
cause of visible effect; when he is not satisfied with what 
may be known, but must hav a ready-made and rounded-off 


| 


> — Qe Gut Beeker, March 90, 


1889. 
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system by which to explain the unknown and unkuowable ; 
when he puts his trust, instead of in the investigations and 
demonstrations of exact science, in the babblings and hal- 
lucinations of hysteric dark-lantern mediums; when he is 
ready to exchange the orthodox heaven for the &hining 
shore.of phantoms, who spend their leisure time in rapping 
on tables, playing on banjos and tamborines, writing silly 
twaddle on slates, turning households into pandemonia, and 


“making themselves generally disagreeable; when he is 


cured of the orthpdox disease, only to be in turn sfflicted 
with the transcendental distemper, why then he is ready to 
turn Spiritualist. If it be bigotry to say this, make the 
most of it ! 

Mr. Chapman complains very much, I notice, of the big- 
otry of Materialists and scientists. He forgot to speak of 
the bigotry of facts, which we all know are very stubborn 
things, with no tolerance about them whatever. Very un- 
fortunate (indeed it is !) that Spiritualism and facts are at 
war with each other, though presumably it will be so much 
ihe worse for Spiritualism. Comparisons are proverbially 
Jame, but to liken the attitude of exact science towards the 
phantasmagoria of Spiritualism to the conduct of the 
Catholic hierarchy towards Galileo, is the most decrepit of 
all Galileo taught that which could be demonstrated, 
while to speak of so-called Spiritus] phenomena as '* truths ” 
is begging the question. It won’t do. 

Nor will it do, Mr. Chapman, to cite Prof. Ernst Haeckel 
as an authority in support of your theories. You dare not 
show me a line that Haeckel, who is universally considered 
the most radical, advanced, and profound exponent of Ma- 
terialism, has written on your side of the question. You 
dare not because you cannot! There is not a German scien- 
tist to-day of any established reputation as such that is not 
a Materialist, pure and simple. Can you quote me one 
work written in German, and by an acknowledged scientist, 
in which Zollner, who was humbugged by Dr. Slade (a me- 
dium convicted in England as a swindler and for obtaining 
money under false pretenses), as a scientific authority ? You 
cannot do it. It won't do for you to cite genial, whole- 
souled Robert Dale Owen, who was taken in by the Katie 
King fraud in Philadelphia, along with hundreds of others, 
and indorsed the show in the innocence of his heart and the 
firmness of his belief, as a scientific authority. It won't do 
to quote Mr. Kiddle as a scientific authority, and it won't 
do to talk of scientific women, and then not giv the names 
even. A scientific woman is pre-eminently a rara avis, and 
when caught we should like to see the plumage, 

Mr. Chapman states the conditions under which we big- 
oted Materialists are willing to be converted so ‘precisely 
that I need say no more about them. But I begto remind 
the gentleman that ‘‘ mind-reading,” ‘‘ unconscious cerebra- 
tion,” '' psychic force,” “ odyllic force," and ** mesmerism ” 
are terms not to be found in the vocabulary of exact 
science. They are terms that hav been discarded by all 
real scientists, men who do not skim the surface, but go to 
the bottom of things. ; Caas, J. HERBOLDs 

Cincinnati, 0., Feb. 12, 1880. 
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Bible in School. 


BY M..BABCOCK. 


There are gods of to-day, there were gods 1n the past,- 
Some ride on the clouds, and one rode On an ass. ! 


To raz Hon. SCHOOL BOARD OF St. JOHNS, GENTLE- 
MEN: Weare told that one of these gods wrote a book; that 
it giva us all the information that is necessary upon the sub- 
ject of the gods ; and we are told that this particular one 
lived all alone by himself. Getting lonesome he made a 
heaven, and furnished it with a devil fora companion. The 
devil kicked up a big row; God might hav killed him, but 
he preferred sending him to this world that he might kick 
up still another row, and destroy the happiness of the human 
family. . We are told that God knoweth all things—the past, 
the present, and the future. Therefore, when he made man 
he knew that he was making him for the devil. After he 
made man he set a trap, baited it with an apple, and stood 
back and watched, till the devil sprung it and caught his 
man just as God had intended. If God had not been 
well pleased with the man, he could easily Fay killed him, 
and made another one with which to start the world. It 
would hav taken only ten minutes for him to hav completed 
the job, and possibly he might hav made the second man 
snake-proof and thereby conferred a priceless blessing upon 
the human family. Sin first originated in heaven—after 
which God gent the old sinner to establish sin in this world. 
His agent, the devil, succeeded, and God was satisfied. So, 
instead of killing his man and starting anew, God cursed 
him, and told him and his wife to multiply and replenish 
the earth (with sin); and after they had lived a thousand 
yeais, and, with the devil’s help, got sin established on a 
firm basis, God permitted them to die in this world that he 
might torment them in hell for ever and ever. Splendid 
demonstration of love and mercy! í 

After having, for thousands of years, sent all of the 
descendants of our first parents to the place of fire and 
brimstone, punishiog them not for their own sins but giving 
them hell on account of the acts or indiscretion of their 
parente, God concluded, in his great mercy, to ease up 
a little, in consideration of the fact that they had had 
no hand in the apple business. So he contrived a plan 
by which those who were not already in hell migbt be 
saved. He wrote a book explaining his plan, and, after 
experimenting for hundreds of years with the halter, racks, 
thumbscrews, ripping-knives, swords, and the fagot, drench- 
ing the earth with blood and tears, at last the world has got 
to understanding God's book so well that he is now able, 


-after eighteen hundred years, to save about one out of each 


thousand of his children. 


The plan of salvation has not proved thus far a very bril- | 


liant success. God might, if he would, now kill the devil, 
wipe out the apple account, and save the rest of the world. 
But he says, “No; except ye believe ye shall be damned.” 
So he keeps on damning, damning, damning, and souls keep 
dropping, dropping, dropping, into the flames of hell. No 
postponement on account of the weather. No distinction 
on account of sex, race, or color. Night and day, at the 


| rate of one every second, human gouls are damned, and slide 


into the bottomless pit. And such, gentlemen, is the teach- 
ing of the Bible. . uM. 

e are told that God will ** chain the devil (when he gets 
ready to do so) for a thousand years, after which he will 
again be let loose for a little season." The letting the old 
devil loose again evidently is for the reason that God cannot 
bear to see the world happy ; so he lets looge again his agent 
of hell that he may continue once more to lead men into the 
places of sin. Another evidence of God's great wisdom, 
justice, love, and mercy ! 

This book tells us that God had several boys, and that he 
arranged to hav one of them killed, as a means of saving us 
from endless misery. This one was called Jesus, and, 
unlike hi8 brothers, he was not extremely fond of the girls, 
for he never took a wife. In speaking of his other boys, 
God saya: ‘‘ The sons of God saw the daughters of men that 
they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they 
Chose" (Gen. vi. 2). But these boys were not begotten, for 
he says that Jesus.was his ‘‘ only begotten son.” So we are to 
suppose that his other sons ‘‘just growed,” or maybe he made 
them out of dust. "We are told that Jesus taught the most 
sublime truths ; but it was he who said, **He who believeth 
shall be saved, and he who believeth not shall be damned.” 
How. sublime! And then comes the command, “Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels !" Splendid! f 

Now, I want it understood, gentlemen, that I hav no 
respect for any book, God, 8on of God, or human being 
who wil pollute the imagination of childhood by taking 
into our public school a book which teaches that infamous lie, 
the dogma of an eternal hell ! 

The Bible is a book of hell, and the creed of every ortho- 
dox church founded on this book is thecreed of bell. Take 
the book of hell into your parlors and churches, if you will, 
but do not, in violation of law, justice, and decency, force 
it into our public school against the wishes of a single tax- 
payer, and thereby compel him to pay for that which he 
does not want. 

If man is not good enough to be saved, God at least might 
let him, after he is dead, sleep the eternal sleep of death. 
But no; says this merciful God: “I hav not forgot that 
apple business ; therefore I say, Arise, ye dry bones and 
dust, and be eternally damned!—damned by a just God, 
who loveth his children ! Arise, ye dimpled-cheeked babes 
and innocent little children of Sodom and Gomorrah, for I 
who burned your little helpless bodies with fire and brim- 
stone whilst living in this world am capable of burning your 
little souls with fire and brimstone in hell. Ye seas, giv 
up the dead! let none escapè |. Arise, and be damned !- 
damned! damned!" Hell! hell! is the destiny of the great 
bulk of the human family, according to the teachings of 
the Bible. : 

The story of God's burning up living little babes is either 
true or it is false; if false, the Bible is a liar; and if true, it 
stamps God as being worse than a demon and unworthy of 
the worship of man. 

But why should God hav cursed the snake? The snake 
was not to blame. It was a helpless creature, taken posses- 
sion of like.the herd of swine by the devil But God 
always has punished the innocent for the crimes of the 
guilty. The hogs were all drowned and the serpent was 
cursed, but the old devil went scot-free, without even a rep- 
rimand, and to-day is working and beating God his creator 
in the great struggle for soula at the rate of ninety-nine to 
the one hundred. But God won't kill the devil. And why? 
because he wants to damn more souls. 

I say, gentlemen, Oh, bosh! ain't you ashamed to take 
such nonsense into a public school! Must the superstitious 
dogmas of the past still be forced upon the civilization of 
the nineteenth century ? 

—— t — —— — ——— 


Obituary. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Our old 
and long suffering friend, Mr. Daniel Mason, has finally 
passed, at the age of seventy-eight, into the realms of the 
great unknown. And of him it can truthfully be said, 

^ Nothing in his life 


Became him like the leaving it; he died 
As one who had been studied in his death." 


Mr. Mason, in the years embracing the period between 
1828 and 1883, was an active participant in all the reforma- 
tory efforts of those times, of which humanity, Iam happy 
to bear witness, is now more or less reaping the benefit. 
This great reformatory upheaval, looking towards a higher 
condition of humanity, bold and surprising as it was, the 
most active spirits therein were observed to be radical 
Materialists. All theological pretensions were fearlessly 
and perhaps rather rudely handled. 

From this outburst for universal emancipation of the 
human mind from every species of bondage, the world is 
greatly indebted for various radical and daring movements, 
viz., the abolishment of imprisonment for debt; the divorce 
of church and state; an inquiry into the bold assumptions 
of theology; a better understanding of our popular banking 
system, and a homestead on the public lands to actual! 
settlers, etc., etc. In fact, there was a ruthless examination 
into the social relations and rights of man, and an irreve- 
rent, 80 to speak, analyzation of the first principles of gov- 
ernment. 

This Materialistic and scientific element was fearlessly 


stirred into activity by the eloquence of Miss Francos! 


Wright, the elder Robert Owen, Robert Dale Owen, Dr. 
Jennings, George H. Evans, and his brother, Frederick 
Evans, the present Shaker elder. With this boiling vortex 
of Radicalism our friend Mason was found fully identified. 
By some it might seem strange that a well-grounded Mate- 
rialist should so far lay aside his bigotry (for science has its 
bigots) and dignity as to allow the philosophy of a lifetime 
to be completely demolished. by the tippings of a mahog- 
any or common pine kitchen- table. But so it was. The 
kitchen-table, the rappings, the tyance-speaking, the invol- 
untary Writings; the secret identifications from departed 
friends through various occult channels, were too much for 
him, as it has been for thousands, and he had to yield. 
Henee he became, years before his death, an avowed 
material Spiritualist; but he learned to look with kindly 
commiseration on all those who were less fortunate in their 
researches. ; 

He was long prostrated, and hopelessly so in his last 
sickness, by a wasting cousumption; but his tedium was 
somewhat relieved by the daily attendance of his friends, 
both ladies and gentlemen. He had the happiness to hav 
the affectionate ministrations of an amiable wife, who 
shared fully with him the same cheering belief, and who 
had, for the space of fifty-two years, been a participant in 
all his vicissitudes, 

Whether Spiritualism be delusion or not, certain it is it 
had a remarkable sustaining buoyancy upon the positive 
mind of friend Mason. : 

About a month before he passed away he expressed a 
desire to hav an evening’s entertainment of the nature of a 
musical party. Music wasathing of which he was ex- 
tremely fond, and, as he expressed it, he wanted to go off 
with **flying colors.” To gratify him (but with much mis- 
giving) his friends, both ladies and gentlemen, assembled to 
the number of about thirty; and although he was too feoble 
to sit up in bed, his position was 80 arranged that he could 
enjoy the festivities that passed before him. 

His general blandness of manners through life always 
gained the respect of all those who chanced to form his 
acquaintance, and in his long, tedious sickness drew around 
him many sympathetic friends. X 

A few weeks before his departure, an elderly, sympa- 
thetic lady of the Methodist persuasion called to see him on 
a mission of condolence, and after looking at him steadfastly 
for a few moments, inquired: “Mr. Mason, are you a Chris- 
tian?” He looked at the lady steadily, and replied, '* Mrs. 
A., I can readily say I am no Christian." The lady paused, 
evidently much surprised. ‘‘But you believe in the Bible, 
Mr. Mason?" . Our friend gave hera firm look and said: 
'* Mrs. A., I think you could not hav read the book, or you 
would not ask a dying man such a question. 
I de believe the Bible; and I do believe, for obscenity, inde- 
cency, vulgarity, immorality, and fraud, it surpasses any 
book in the English or any other language.” The pious 
Mrs. A, looked atthe sick man with awe-struck astonish- 
ment, and in a few minutes quietly left his presence. 

Being an expert electrician, the subject next the adjust- 
ment of his domestic affairs to which he was keenly sensi- 
tive was the success of Mr. Edison's electric light, for 
which he expressed ardent hopes. 

A few days before his death, the same pious lady called 
in upon him and affectionately expressed her sympathies 
again. ''Mr. Mason," she remarked, ‘‘not a night passes 
but my husband and myself, before retiring, offer up pray- 
ers for your recovery—we do, indeed.” “Mrs. A.," he said, 
in his bland and gentlemanly way, ''Ifully appreciate your 
kind intentions, but I do wish you would discontinue them, 
for I hav no belief that any prayer ever made ever reached 
higher than the chimney-top; and toone who has not wholly 
abandoned his reason it is a species of moral blasphemy. 
So please do so no more.” 

If anything was inclined to raise hig iro it was a reference 
to the unjust, cruel, and villainous incarceration of Mr. 
D. M. Bennett in prison as a state criminal. In fact, an old 
and intimate friend was excluded from his presence for 
expressing his approval of the sentence. Knowing the 
hopelessness of his recovery, no man Wished more earnestly 
for death; and he pledged himself, if it was possible, soon 
as he was able, he would report his arrival on the other 
side, which, I am able to say, he has lately done. 

In response to a request of a.friend present at a private 
seance, he said, '* Mr. M., you will remember the night of 
the party you did not show yourself because you were 
unwell.” This was given through the tippings of a small 
table, and was perfectly true. Mr. M. did intend to be at 
the party, but was detained by sickness. 

The well-merited eulogiump ronounced over his remains 
by an old and distinguished Spiritual friend, In which he 
bore testimony of his unflinching honesty, sincerity, and 
sound moral example in all the walks of life, was fully 
indorsed by his numerous attendant friends. 

Breoklyn, E. D. Davip BRUCE. 


Liberalism in the Green Mountain State. 


[An esteemed correspondent, a resident of West Pawlet, 
Vermont, sends us the following report of the Spiritualists’ 
and Liberalists’ Convention recently held at that place:] 


There was a Convention of Spiritualists aud Liberals at 
West Pawlet, Vermont, February 20th, 21st, and 22d. 
E. V. Wilson, Dr. Fairfield, and Mrs. Kenyon, of Wood- 
stock, were the speakers. The people turned out well; they 
had been feeding upon the bull-beef of Christianity until 
they hankered for something better. 

The minister, who has been blowing away at Spiritualists 
ever since Captain Brown was here, has got all he wanted. 
Mr, Wilson laid down challenge after challenge and said, 
“If there is &(minister in the house, for Christ's sake, for 
truth's sake, for the sake of humanity and your church, 
arise and defend your religion!” But he did not rise. Were 
his religion true, he couid easily defend it. Truth will 
stand. Knowing this to.be the case, he kept his seat, Af- 
ter Mr. Wilson is gone he will probably do the debating. 

The Liberals now stand triumphant; they-hav had their 
advocates here and offered debate, but the ministers hav 
actually said, ‘f We guess we'll let 'em alone.” 

Christianity is crushed, and they stand preaching and 

raying amid its tumbling ruins. The bottom is smashed 
out of heli, the devil is dead, aud these ministers will soon 
be obliged to earn an honest living. 


Yes, Mra. A.. 
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A Step Forward. 


A committee of the Albany Legislature has reported a bill 
flaxing churches over the value of $10,000. This is the 
ame as the law in force in New Hampshire, which passed 
that Legislature last year, and marks a step toward justice 
inthe matter of forcing the opulent ecclesiastical institu- 
tions of the country to pay for the protection and privileges 


"which they enjoy. The bill includes all private property, 


academies, libraries managed by private parties for the 


profit they giv, such as the Mercantile Library of this city, 
amd ell institutions not owned by the state. 


amount of a dollar, even and exact justice. State institu- 
"ions should be tax-free, for to force them to pay is only 
transferring money from one pocket to the other, with con- 
‘siderable loss, on account of the habit our officials hav, in 
making transfers of value, of keeping a portion in their own 
hands. So far asit goes, the measure is a vast improve- 
ment upon the present tax law. No private institution of 
any kind should be exempt from taxation; and, in this 
sense, all schools, colleges, and libraries, deriving an in- 
come, either for the profit of their projectors or for self- 
support merely, are, private institutions. They hav the 
‘benefit of the laws, their property is protected, and those 
who seek: their benefits are required to contribute to their 
support. In no sense do they render the public at large an 
equivalent for the privileges they epjoy in common with 
other business concerns unless they are taxed. 

But the bill so far as it goes, stops short of the full 
measure of justice, There is no reason, moral, legal, or 
equitable, why churches should be exempt a single farthing. 
They demand and receive full protection from the state. 
They are corporate bodies of private citizens banded to- 
gether to furnish, on the co-operative plàn, worship of their 
God at the cheapest rates. If the same number of people 
should associate themselves together for any purpose, and 
should, in the furtherance of their ends, purchase and hold 
property, they would be compelled to pay taxes. We can- 
not see any reason why real estate, held for the worship of 
an indescribable Deity, should force people who do not 
believe it exists to pay for the protection of the property or 
the maintenance of the minister. ; 

But when church property of immense value has been so 
Yong completely exempt from taxation, the Freethinkers of 
the country gain no slight point when the representatives 
of a popular government, assembled for the purpose of 
making just laws, even of one or two states, impose a tax 
upon so much of it as exceeds $10,000 in value. To thia 
end we are indebted to the untiring exertions of the Lib- 
erals. In this state the Chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the National Liberal League, H. L. Green, and 
Edgar M. Bellon, of the Buffalo League, hav contributed in 
no slight degree; and we flatter ourselves that THE TRUTH 
SEEKER has also been instrumental in securing this favora- 
ble report of an Assembly Committee. 

It has recently been shown that the Catholic church—that 
medieval clog upon progress—of this city has, for the last 
ten or more years, not been content with having its property 
protected at state expense, but has made an annual drain 
upon our city treasury of nearly a half million dollars. 
Should this continue we might as well hav a state church, 
supported by the government. It amounts to the same thing 
in the end. But if all were taxed, and none subsidized for 
national, state, or municipal governments, every religious 
and sectarian tub would stand on its own-bottom, and the 
fittest would survive. As it is, conflicting sects are enabled 
to scrape together enough money to make a first payment 
on a house and pay the registrar's fee to mortgage it, and 
then, by having no taxes, to hang along in a moribund 
condition. It would be better for them if half of the 
churches should die off, and better for the world ii all of 
them were in ecclesiastical graves. On this subject one of 
our daily papers said recently : 

** If this were a nation of Methodists, or Presbyterians, it 
would not be an unfair policy to exempt Methodist or 
Presbyterian churches from taxation to a limited extent, 
for that would be treating the whole community alike; or 
if it were a nation of religionists, no sect could complain if 
all sects were thus equally privileged. Rich congregations 
would hav no greater exemption than the poorer. All 
would be subjected to taxes upon the excess in value of 
their places of worship over the maximum of exemption 
established. But we are not a nation of Methodists, or of 
Presbyterians, or even of religionists. On the contrary, 
there is a vast, though silent, m»jority of unbelievers. . Ac- 
cepting none of the dogmas that fill the air about them, be- 
lieving none and caring for none, in their indifference they 
seldom express their opinions, and their numbers are conse- 


This is, with 
tbe exception of exempting the churches, even to the 


ence in time between the East and the West, and sending 
such electric messages between the hours of eight and ten 
P.M., New York time ; that the various auxiliary Liberal 
Leagues friendly to Mr. Bennett be invited to do the same, 
and, where practicable, appoint one or more delegates to 
attend the grand reception in person. . 

Resolved, That all who approve of this programme be, and 
hereby are, invited to place themselves in communication 
with Daniel E. Ryan, Chairman of the Committee of 
Arrangements, whose address is 231 W. 87th street, in order 
that concert of action may be promoted, and the occasion 
be made as discouraging to the enemies of free press às it 
shall be inspiring to the friends of liberty everywhere, and 
especially to the hero of the hour, ^ 

Resolved, That these resolutions be published in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, Boston Jnoestigator, and other Liberal 
journals, and that all in every part inthe country in sympa- 
thy with this movement be invited to bestir themselves im- 
mediately in taking the preliminary steps necessary to 
insure a triumphal success when the day for the release of 
Mr. Bennett shall arrive. ; 

Since the meeting was held several friendshav béen heard 
from. James Barney says put bim down for $10 ; Dr. Wm. 


McLaury says $4; Dr. Shepherd authorized the committee 


quently unknown, They are without organization, for no 
‘ism ” buzzes in their brains which they are crazy to buzz 
into the brains of their neighbors ; but in every town and 
city, in all classes of society, almost in the body of the 
church itself the component parta of this unnumbered mul- 
titude may be found. Passing over another kind of unbe- 
liever, the man who subjects his opinions to the social and 
business power of the church, we may add that great mass 
of aggressive Infidels. Here, then, we hav an immense 
part of the body politic that is opposed more or less strenu- 
ously to yeligionists of all sects, and yet is compelled to 
bear an extra portion of the public burden, in order that 
houses of religious worship may be exempted. This is 
wrong in principle, and no limitation of the exemption can 
make it right. If religionists require houses of worship, 
which of course, come under the protection of the law, 
those houses should contribute their share of the expense of 
making and enforcing the law. 

“ In this state every man has a right to believe in religious 
matters a8 in all others to suit himself and in accordance 
with the suggestions of his own conscience ; he has also a 
right to establish places and means for the enjoyment and 
propagation of his religious convictions. But others hav 
the same right to disbelieve that he has to believe, and the 
same right to an equal application and administration as 
well as protection of the law. The law is not équally 
administered and applied to them, if the burdens or a por- 
tion of the burdens that believers ought to bear are trans- 
ferred to their shoulders without a corresponding benefit 
when they, having no interest in any house of worship or 
religious observance, are compelled to pay an extra rate of 
taxation to make up the deficiency caused by exemption to 
those who hav &uch houses. 

“An unjust discrimination is made againsta large portion 
of the community while exemption of church property 
from taxation exists to any extent, and it should be wholly 
removed.” 

It has always been a principle of the Christians to make 
others pay for what they enjoy. They purchased heaven 
with a man's life and avoided hell through his sufferings. 
They cast their own depravity on to the shoulders of an 
innocent man. The cowardice of the salvation scheme 
never troubles them. They are willing to enjoy what 
others pay for, whether seats and thrones in a golden 
heaven, or pews and ministersin marble churches. The 
burden of paying for both they throw on others. It is, 
perhaps, characteristic of the followers of a God who com- 
manded his people to steal; but to Infidels, who pay for 
every obligation incurred, it looks like robbery. 

— ————— 


From the Reception Committee. 


The folowing communication from the Committee on 
Reception to Mr. Bennett explains itself. There are sev- 
eral plans before the Committee, end no final action has 
been taken, but by next week, probably, the Committee 
will decide. Notice will be given in time for all to partici- 
pate : i 


To THE FRIENDS OF Mn. BENNETT EVERYWHERE : In 
New York, on the evening of the 8th of March, 1880, at an 
enthusiastic meeting of over fifty friends of Mr. Bennett, 
called together by the National Defense Association, a 
Committee of Arrangements was appointed to determine in 
what way a reception should be tendered to the Likeral 
editor on the expiration of his term of imprisonment, and 
to take charge of the preliminary movements to that end. 

This Committee consisted of Messrs. Daniel E. Ryan, 
Ingersoll Lockwood, M. Reiman, Edward W. Searing, and 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr,, with power to add to its members as 
might be deemed expedient. 

At a subsequent meeting of this Committee it was decided 
to add Prof. A. L. Rawson, the President of the National 
Defense Association, Mr. Hugh Byron Brown, the Treas- 
urer, E. B. Foote, Jr., M.D., Secretary, and T. O, Leland, 
Esq., Chairman of the Executive Committee of the same 
association, to this Committee of Arrangements, 

At a meeting of the Committee of Arrangements, held at 
120 Lexington avenue on the 15th of March, the following 
preamble and resolutions were unanimously passed: 


WHEREAS, Mr. D. M. Bennett was unfairly tried, un- 
justly convicted, and illegally sentenced, during the spring 
and summer of 1879, to a term of imprisonment, the cha rge 
being ostensibly the sending of an alleged obscene pamphlet 
through the United States mails, while the real aninius of 
the prosecution and persecution, as revealed throughout the 
whole proceedings, was a determination on the part of the 
enemies of Mr. Bennett to remove him from his field of 
labors as a publisher of Liberal literature; and 

WHEREAS, Two nearly successful attempts to obtain the 
Executive clemency in his behalf were conspicuously 
thwarted by the officious interference of his enemies, some 
of whom were in clerical robes, led on by a detective and 
spy acting in the interests of the cause of bigotry and super- 
stition; be it : : 

Resolved, That as Mr. Bennett's term of imprisonment ex- 
pires on the 29th day of April, a reception be extended to 
the martyr editor on the succeeding Sunday (May 1st) at 
Cooper Institute, or other public hall, with speeches and 
music, or at Delmonico's or other popular house of enter- 
tainment, with dinner and after-üinner addresses, a8 may 
be determined upon by this committee, 

Resolved, That the friends of Mr, Bennett in all parts of 
the country be invited to participate in the festivities of this 
peculiar occasion, when the doors of an American Bastile 
are opened for the release of one who has suffered & long 
term of imprisonment for having simply exercised the 
constitutional rights of an American citizen, he having 
committed no crime known to constitutional law, but hav- 
ing really fallen a victim to religious intolerance and super- 
stition, in a country where liberty of conscience is supposed 
to be granted to every citizen ; that on the^evening of the 
New York meeting auxiliary meetings of two, three, a 
dozen, or one hundred, or more, friends of Mr. Bennett are 
invited to be held in their various localities, and to send tel- 
egrams of congratulation to the New York meeting while 
at is in session, making all necessary allowance. for differ- 


says put him down for $1; William Rowe, of Jersey City, 
writes, “I desire to contribute my mite.” There is no 
doubt but that a sufficient sum will be subscribed to guaran- 
tee à magnificent reception. 


Controversial Correspondents. 


Lovers of Materio-Spiritualistic controversy will be es- 
pecially pleased with this and the last two or three issues of 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER. First, Mr. E. A, Chapman criticises 
Mr. M. Babcock on his method of ‘‘canning spirits," and 
gently admonishes him that there may be such a thing as 
bigotry among Materialists calling themselves Liberals. Mr. 
Babcock ably defends himself against the implication, and 
avows that he is in favor of the fullest freedom and the 
utmost fairness. Here the case of these two gentlemen 
rests up to date. Mr. Gorsuch next takes up the pen, 
making a very able defense of Materialism from a scientific 
standpoint. .He is, however, immediately taken to task by 
Mr. A. Allen Noe, who, in a spirit of brotherly love, chas- 
tises him rather smartly. Again, Mr. Cochrane, in a 
friendly letter, assumes a position between Prof. Denton’s 
belief in an “infinite spirit” and the Atheist’s ‘‘dead 
matter.” He believes in neither. Mr. Naumann, a German 
friend, writing in the same department of the paper, disbe- 
lieves in spirits because “‘ there are none,” and attributes the 
peculiar powers of spiritual mediums to *'antrophognosti- 
cism," which charge few Spiritualists will feel called upon 
to resent. But perhaps the most severe and caustic writer 
on either side of the question is Mr. Charles J. Herbold. 
He scouts Spiritualism, and will hav none of it. He accepts 
the truce and aid of believers in that absurdity for the nonce 
until the common enemy is vanquished, after which it will 
be war to the knife between him and them. One thing is 
observable throughout this whole discussion: all couch 


it is the opinions only of the disputants that-are at variance. 
We trust this may be preserved. We giv both sides of the 
questions involved, in order that whoever may feel aggrieved 
at attacks upon their belief by one correspondent may find 
consolation and redress by reading the more congenial argu- 
ments of one of their own school in another column. - 
-e —— — — 

THE Ithaca Liberal League has withdrawn its connection 
with the National Liberal League and changed its name to 
Radical Club of Tompkins County. We are sorry the 
members had not the moral courage to oppose popular 
opinion if they were in the right; but perhaps somebody’s 
bread and butter depended on it, and so we will bid them 
good-bye, hoping that some time we shall see them back 
and that the time will come when the Club will hav the 
stamina to ‘commit itself for or against any purely relig- 
ious or theological views.” 

OS Oo 

The Rational Appeal is the name of a new Liberal paper 
published by 8, B. McCracken, of Detroit, Michigan. It 
aims to represent the Liberal Spiritualists, It ia to-be a 
four-page sheet, at $1.10 per year. It has, the editor says, 
no hobbies to ride, but its purpose will be to giv expression 
to progressive thought. It will not become the champion, 
exponént, or advocate of anything but progressive thought, 
In view of this declaration, just what it means by “common 
enemy" is not apparent. If it means the church, as we 
suppose, then we do not see why it is not a Liberal paper. 
Assuch we place it on our exchange list with the pleasure 
which it givs us to know the cause is spreading. 


To the Friends of the Liberal League Movement, 


A year ago I requested the friends of the Liberal League 
movement to contribute something to aid me in my work 
as Chairman of the Executive Committee of the National 
Liberal League. Since then I hav received donations from 
various friends amounting to $111.10. i 

If I ao my duty for the next year as chairman of that 
committee I shall be compelled to devote my whole time to 
the work. This Icannot do unless those who are interested 
in the movement will aid me. A very small sum from each 
person interested will carry me and my family through the 
next year. My Liberal friends, I leave this matter with 
you. If you willsustain me in my labors for the coming 
year T promise you I will do much more than I ever hav done 
before. Contributions will be acknowledged through TRE 
TRUTH SEEKER and Investigator, H. L. Green, 

Ch. Ex. Com. N. L. L. 

[We commend the above appeal of Bro. Green to the esr- 
nest consideration of our readers. He is in'every way 
worthy of support, and caunot be too generously rewarded 
by the Liberal public. Our cause has no firmer friend, no 
stancher advocate, no more indefatigable worker in its 
best interests, than H. L. Green.--Ep, T. 8.) 


o 


to ‘call on him for $5; W. F. Porter, of Philadelphia, ` 


their arguments in gentlemanly and unoffending terms, and - 


` 


i Boston, Massachusetts. 


| Che Truth Seeker, March 20, 1880. 
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A Large Amount of Reading for a Little Money. 


. To benefit our- readers and help sustain TuE ÜRUTEH 
SEEKER we make the following offers: 


For Five Dollars 


We send ‘Tux TRUTH SEEKER one year and eith 
following $8 books: ý ru 

“The World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers,” By D. 
M. Bennett, editor of TE} TRUTH SEEKER., Enlarged and 
revised, 

“ The Champions of the Church: Their Crimes and Per- 
secutions," By D. M. Bennett, Biographical sketches of 
eminent Christians from the time of the reputed founder of 
Onristianity to the present 

‘ Analysis of Religious Belief.” By Viscount Amberley. 

“The Great Works of Thomas Paine Complete,” erley 

" Nature's Revelations of Gharacterj or, Physiognomy 


Illustrated.” X mae 
For Six Dollars 


We send THE TRUTH SEEKER one year and “ Supernatural 
Religion; An Inquiry into the Reality of Divine Revelation.” 
Foi Foi? Dollars 

We will send Taz Truta SEEKER one year and either 
the following $1.50 works: A either or 

“ The Creed of Christendom: Its Foundation Contrasted 
with its Buperstructure." By W. R. Greg, author of 
“ Enigmas of Life,” ‘‘ Literary and Social Judgments," etc. 

“ Paiue's Theological Works." In one volume, comprising 
“Age of Reason,” *' Examination of Prophecies,” * Reply 
to Bishop Llandaf,” ''Letter to Mr. Erskine,” “Essay on 
Dreams,” “Of the Religion of Deism," etc., with a Life 
and fine steel portrait of Paine, T 

t Paine's Political Works.” In one volume, comprising 
“t Common Sense,’’ “The Crisis" (Nos. Í to XVI. inclusive), 
“ The Rights of Man,” and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait. ; 

‘t The Heathens of the Heath." By William McDonnell, 
author of ** Exeter Hall," A Radical romance, 

** Beyond the Veil." A Spiritualistic work, said to be dic- 
tated by the spirit of Paschal Beverly Randolph, aided by 
Emanuel Swedenborg and others, through the mediumship 
of Mrs. Frances H, McDougall and Mrs, Luna Hutchinson, 
í “A Few Words About the Devi.” By Charles Brad- 
augh. 

‘Nathaniel Vaughan." A novel. By Frederika Mac- 
donald. 


For Three Dollars and Fifty Cents 


We will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one year and either of 
the following $1 books. 

* Question Settled : A Careful Comparison of Biblical 
and Modern Spiritualism.” By Moses Hull. 

“The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion.” A debate be- 
tween Rev. G. H. Humphrey, Presbyterian clergyman, and 
D. M. Bennett, editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 

. “ Proceedings and Addresses at the Freethinkers’ Conven- 
tion,” held at Watkins, New York, August .2%, 28, 24, and 


b i 

“Truth Seeker Tracts.” Bound Volumes I., IL, IIL, 
IV., and V. These volumes, containing. over 520 pages 
each, are made up of over one hundred Truth Seeker Tracts, 
They embrace a variety of subjecta by different authors, 
Written in & terse, trenchant, and spicy style. . 

t Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, Essays, and Lec- 
tures." By D. M. Bennett. Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hun red pages. The sub, 
jects treated can hardly prove uninteresting to the reader. 

** Contrast : Evangelicalism and Spiritualism Compared.” 
This new work, by Mr. Hull, is designed as $ companion to 
the ‘ Question Settled.” 


** Issues of the Age.” By Henry C. Pedder. 


For Three Dollars and Twenty-five Cents 


We will send THE TRUTH SEEKER One year and either of 


. the following 50-cent books, bound in paper: 


‘The Rights of Man.” By Thomas Paine. 
defense of his fellow-man. A work almost without a peer 
in the world. Large type. à 

** The Crisis." By Thomas Paine. Containing Nos. I. to 
XVI. inclusive. Written in the ''times that tried men's 
souls " during the Revolutionary War. : 

“The Underwood-Marples Debate." Between B. F, 
Underwood, of Boston, and the Rev. John Marples, of 
Toronto, Ontario. Held at Napanee, Ontario, in July, 1876. 

*'Interrogatories to Jehovah.” By D. M. Bennett. - 

“ Career of Religious Ideas : Their Ultimate the Religion 
of Science.” 

* The Burgess-Underwood Debate.” Between Prof. O. 
A. Burgess, President of the Northwestern Christian Uni- 
versity at Indianapolis, Indiana, and B. F. Underwood, of 


* Which: Spiritualism or Christianity?” A friendly 


' correspondence between;Moses Hull, Spiritualist, and W. F. 


Parker, Christian. : 
“The Darwins.” By Mrs. E. D. Slenker, author of 
**Btudying the Bible," “Johns Way,” and numerous essays. 

“ The Priest in Absolution.” i ; 

“Tne Mother of Harlots; or, Popery Dissected.” Being 
an inside view of the enormities of the Romish church in 
Europe and America. and taken from authentic sources. 

‘The Popes and Their Doings; or, the Vicars of Christ 
and Vicegerents of God.” A succinct history of some of 
the blackest criminals the earth has ever borne. . 

* Auricular Confession aud Nunneries" By William 
Hogan, for twenty-flve years a confessing priest. A most 
important book. ; 

" Maria Monk: the Mysteries of a Convent; or, Monks 
and their Maidens.” 

** Advancement of Science." 


Thirty-Second Anniversary. 


To THE EprTOR OF Tae TRuTH SEEKER, Sir: The 
Spiritualists of Lockport, New York, and vicinity, will 
celebrate the Thirty-Becond Anniversary of Modern Spirit- 
walism on- Wednesday, March 81st, in Temperance Hall, 
commencing at 10 a.m., Continuing through the day and 
evening, and closing with a social festival. Mrs. A. H. 
Colby and Olive K. Smith hav consented to remain with 
us. Speakers and mediums from adjacent towns are in- 
vited. Everything will be done through the Committees to 


.insure a pleasant as well as profitable time. We extend 


the hand of fellowship to all classes of Liberalists. 

. Per order of Committee, Mas. Love, 

s . A ge E Mz. GREGORY, 
MR., CALL, - 

S PEPE E 


. The baby, it is genetally admitted, is a factor indispensa- 


Written in 


| the roads announced will be obliged to go on the 22d or 28d. 


A Book for the Parents of Babies. . 


ble to the acquisition of a family. How to keep him 
healthy, then, and good-natured, should be the first concern 
of every enterprising father and mother. To this great end 
& little pamphlet has been prepared by William H. Price, 
M.D., Ex. A. A. Burgeon, U. B. A., entitled '' Baby's Guide 
to Health," and designed to forestall the services of a phy- 
sician by teaching parents the means of prevention, at least 
in some of its details, that they may hot afterwards hav 
occasion to require the means of cure. ‘‘ Propér clothing, 
feeding, ventilation, cleanliness, exercise," etc., says the 
author, ** and the non-use of domestic and patent medicines 
and drug remedies generally, unless clearly indicated. and 
ordered by a physician, will do more towards promoting 
and presetYipg the health of children, and actually saving 
their lives, when jeopardized by diseases, than the indis- 
criminate and thoughtless administration of deleterious 
drugs and patent nostrums.” The Doctor then goes on to 
tell how these matters of proper clothing, feeding, etc., are 
to be accomplished, the beauty of his subscriptions being 
that most of them can be filled without going to the drug- 
store. He condemns everyWhere the use of narcotics, nor 
does hé neglect to fire a passing shot at the generally-recog- 
nized panacea for all infantile ills, ‘‘Mrs. Somebody's 
Soothing Syrup." In closing his work the author remarks 
to the reader: ‘If [ hav given you any new ideas that will, 
if properly used, save even the suffering and life of one 


child, and the pangs of a broken-hearted parent, then the |. 


object and purpose of this pamphlet will be fully accom- 
plished, and my labors more than compensated.” That he 
will reap more than this compensation must be the impres- 
sion of all who read his book. . 

The pamphlet is published by the author at 25 cents per 
Copy, and is for sale at this office. 


“Family Creeds.” 


. To THe EprroR or TRE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: A man 
who writes à heterodox novel or romance, will, as a rule, 
find the press, as yet, rather shy in noticing his production, 
and rather inclined to injure it with faint praise, even 
should it be a book of real merit, than do simple justice to 
the author. Indeed, strange as it may appear, I hav also 
found some Liberals, who, for reasons best known to them- 
selves, are particularly chary of their commendations, 
either remaining silent, or giving but a stinted measure of 
praise for a co-worker who has declined the higher and 
more profitable flelds of literature in order to mellow by 
gentle means the rugged and stubborn &oil of superstition. 
The author of a heterodox romance must expect no favor 
from the relígious press, but when the independent reviewer 
of a secular publication speaks out boldly in words of 


honest approval it must be peculiarly gratifying to a writer 


who, under the cover of interesting fiction, will present 
truths which, to a large number, would scarcely be accept- 
ablein any other form. f 

The Liberal press has, however, been very generous to 
such authors—the Jnvestigator and THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
particularly so—and I feel that I shall not be trespassing in 
requesting the insertion of this letter, with two recent 
notices of Mr. McDonnell’s latest work, his heterodox ro- 
mance entitled, ‘‘ Family Creeds.” Mrs. ——. 


The following complimentary notice of the new heterodox 
romance, “Family Creeds,” is from the National, of 
Toronto, Canada, of February 28, 1880: ''In his present 
work Mr. McDonnell well sustains his reputation as an 
author which he has won by his former works. ‘Family 
Creeds’ is a romance, not of an exciting character, yet full 
of thrilling interest, which is well sustained till the close of 
one of the most delightful stories which it has ever been our 
good fortune to peruse. The plot is simple and natural; 
not a single incident is strained for the purpose of effect 
beyond what one could expect in real life. Yet with these 
simplé and delightfully natural materials a story is con- 
structed which rivets the attention and enlists the sympa- 
thy of the reader. Much has been said and written on the 
question of whether fiction with an object, or which is 
designed to teach some lesson, is to be preferred to fiction 
which aims simply to amuse and please; and we suppose 
the result must long remain a drawn battle; but ‘Family 
Creeds’ will certainly add greatly to the strength of the 
cause of fiction with an object; for while the lesson the 
author has in view is ever present to the reader, the story 
itself is never allowed to suffer for the purpose of making & 
point in favor of the lesson. Mr. McDonnell’s object is to 
teach the lesson of liberality and religious intolerance, and 
he has done so most effectually, while at the same time he 
has clothed his object in a most pleasingly interesting 
romance. The author of ‘ Family Creeds’ must be awarded 
the honor of being the ablest Oanadian writer of fiction, 
and we hope this is not the last wg will hear of him as an 
author.” : 

Another from the Canadian Monthly and National Review 
for February, 1880: ‘It will be well for the world when it 
learns What this thoughtful book proposes to teach—that 
the jangle of creeds tends to huma» misery. Whoever 
reads the work will doubt of. ever finding comfort or an 
object to liv for in the profession or defense of theological 


dogmas unrelieved by the spirit of Christianity.” 
— — il ————— —— 


Reduced Bailread Rates. 


All parties expecting to attend the annual meeting of the 
Michigan State Association of Spiritualists and Liberalists 
which takes place at Battle Creek from March 23d to 29th, 
in order to get reduced railroad rates over all the lines of 


Detroit, Migh. A. B, SPINNEY, Pres. 


amiable, and the humane. 


Disciples of Ingersoll.—Why is This Thus ?— 


Thanks to the Editor and Others.—Gods 
and Doctors of God. ? 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I had con- 


cluded to rest my pen for a long time, so far as your col- 
umns are concerned, because you hav such au. abundance 
of able corresponderits that my feeble pen don't seem to be 
at all required. But I want to ventilate a thought or two 
that is awakened by reading an able '* Open Letter to B. F. 
Underwood,” by George Lynn, of Illinois, published in TRE 
TRUTH SEEKER Of Feb. 28th, just past. 


Mr. Lynn very correctly says that it was Spiritualism that 


made it possible for Ingersoll and Underwood to bereceived 
by the people, and is it not a little humiliating to hear the 
old pioneers of Freethought and progress now dubbed 


* DISCIPLES OF INGERSOLL ?” 


Preachers and churchmen now call all Freethinkers 
t“ Disciples of Ingersoll.” I wonder if they hav forgottem 


the tiny raps at Hydeville; thirty-five years ago, and I won- 
der if all intelligent people do not know that Andrew Jack- 
son Davis, Joel Tiffany, Judge Edmonds, Mrs, Britt, Cora 
Hatch, Warren Chase, Prof. Brittan, Thomas Gales Forster, 
Furgeson, Pardee, Denton, Peebles, Emma Hardinge, Mrs. 
Hizer Mayhew, Doctors Child, Gardner, Buchanan, and 
thousands more under spirit influencesthroughout this land, 
were the pioneers of Freethought? And that those raps 
hav since reached the antipodes and are still resounding 
from pole to pole? 


Andrew Jackson Davis’ pen did more to liberate the 
human mind than Col. Ingersoll’s tongue ever can do, And 
Thomas Paine said he loved to work for no pay save to do 


good. No, Mr. Preachers and others, we are not disciples of 


Ingersoll, but rather it is he that is reaping a harvest of 
fame by reason of the work we had done to prepare the way 
long before he came to the light of Freethought, and I think 
it is safe to say that he has not got clearly out of the shell 
yet. For while the noble Bennett, Wright, Green, Jamie- 
son, Parton, Walker, Hull, York, Leland, Professor sud 
Mrs. Denton, Post, Fox, Campfield, Boardman, Rawson, 
Palmer, Mrs. Lake, Mrs. Dr. Severance, Mrs. Slenker, O:. 
K. Smith, Colby, Graves, Roberts, Flower, Bell, and a host 
of others, are nobly working heart and soul for the cause, 
the popular Colonel seems to stand out for big admittance 
fees, and a political chance. Or else, 
HOW I8 THIS THUS ? 

How does it happen that we read with such gladness from 
the reports of Ingersoll’s utterances at Cincinnati that the 
rich man, the usurper, having in the near future to be 
obliged to tell where he gets his immense wealth, and what 
he is going to do with it, or something to that effect, and 
that children to be hereafter born were not to find every 
spot on the earth pre-empted. That he had enlisted for the 
cause for all time, and that he would wait for the next 
world for any office he might want, etc. 

Next we hear of Underwood deriding that Cincinnati 
affair through the Chicago Jnter-Ocean, and right after 
Ingersoll cooing in with the Republicans, telling them that 
Blaine is his first choice, and Grant his second, while it is 
known to us all that the Republican party is the absolute 
ally of wealth and ecclesiasticism as opposed to the strug- 
gling millions. 

I rejoice at the strides Freethought and human progress 
are making, and feel to thank all of the noble workers for 
the cause of humanity throughout the land, when I read of 
them in every fresh TRUTH SEEKER. 

That is right, friends ; let us keep the ball rolling. Let 
us, agreeing to disagree upon all minor subjects, present a 
solid front to the common foe, for he is insolent, and is now 
hourly plotting to cut short dur liberties and those of our 
children. 

I wish to congratulate the management upon the excel- 
lence of Tue Truru BEEkER. It was never so good as it 
has been the last few months. It comes laden with noble 
sentiments and precious gems of thought, from week to 
week. No paper could be more Liberal, more ably con- 
ducted, or hav a more able corps of writers. And I wish 
to thank you, Mr. Editor, for making use of quotations 
when you hav occasion to mention eminent *'' divines " like 
Crosby, Joe Cook, etc., *' divines,” gods/—while others are 
only doctors of divinity, doctors of God. Some of our Lib- 
eral writers forget to use the quotations when writing of the 
eminent '' divines,” which seems to me like paying homage. 

Fraternally, Dr. ANDREWS. 

Kipton, Ohio, March 8, 1880. 

— ep 


SKEPTICISM OF ROBEBT BURNE. —Ye venerable sages and 
holy flamens, is there probability in your conjectures, truth 
in your stories of another world beyond death, or are they 
all alike, baseless visions and fabricated fables? If there is 
another life it must be for the just, the benevolent, the 
What a flattering idea, then, is . 
a world to come! Would to God I as firmly believed as I 
ardently wished it ! 

1f there be any truth in the orthodox faith of these church- 
es, I am d——d past redemption, and what is worse, d——d 
to alleternity. I am deeply read in Boston’s fourfold state. 
Marshall on Scantification, Guthries’ Trial of a Saving 
Interest, etc., but *' there is no balm in Gilead, there is no 
physician there” for me. 

All my fears and, cares are of this world. If there is 
another an honest man has nothing to fear from it. I hate 
a man that wishes to be a Deist, but I fear every fair un- 
prejudiced inquirer must in some degree be a skeptic. 

The subject is so involved in darkness that we want data 
to go upon. —Eziracts from Burns’ letters. 

——— —9 9 9—— —— — 

Tue ancient Indians held it lawful to kill a king when he 

was drunk. : 
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* Bible and Flag.” 


To THE Epiror oF Tas TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The 
Scranton (Pa.) Republican of a recent date publishes a 
sermon delivered at Hyde Park, Pa., on the 221 of Feb- 
ruary, upon the character of Washington. Like all the reat 
of the reverend gentlemen who occupy the ‘‘coward’s 
castle” on Sundays, and there make such statements as they 
please, because no one is allowed to say a word in opposi- 
tion, the Rev. Eckman undertook to make his yahoo audi- 
ence believe that George Washington was a saint. Rev. 
Robert Colyer, of New York, in his commemorative service 
on the same day, and on the same subject says—what all the 
contemporaries of Washington and all readers of history 
know—that when provoked, a8 he often was, he swore 
fearfully. But we must remember that the merit of his 
vaths was thst they were all uttered in the interest of 
patriotism, liberty, and virtue. There was more real piety 
in one of Washington's well-rounded oaths--such, for 
instance, as he delivered against General Lee at the battle of 
Princeton—than there is in a hundred prayers delivered by 
Bro. Beecher, Bro. Cowley, the Rev, Dr. Dry-as-dust, or the 
Rev. Dr. Cream-cheese. 

Mr. Eckman asks with emotion, ** Who would not delight 


' ín being an American—to liv under the Stars and Stripes, 


pinned beneath the cross of Christ, where Bible and flag go 
hand in hand ?" If the Rev. pulpiteer were an intelligent 
man, and not a liar, as so many of the clergy are, he would 


on the morning of the very day that Bro. Eckman made 
his plea for the Sabbath, and enjoined its observance on 
his hearers, he ate a cooked breakfast of mutton-chops, 
Of course they were cooked by 
fire, and therefore a clear violation of thelaw. And let us 
tell Bro. Eckman that if the law-giver had sent his officer to 
arrest him on Monday morning, and send him to execution 
bya summary process, he could not hav put Bridget, the 
maid, between himself and bis fate, and say, in the lan- 


fiap-jacks, and hot coffee. 


guage of his illustrious predecessor. in the Garden of Eden, 


“The woman Which thou hast given" us to serve in our 


kitchen, she gave me the fiap-jacks, and I did eat. 


Besides, the Sabbath among the Jews was simply a day of 
It was not a day of 
worship, as we make it; and if Bro. Eckman livs in the 
country and hitches up his horse (‘cattle’) to toil up and 
down hill in carrying him to church, he is a violator of the 
law, and would hav been put to death as such had he been 
a Jew in Palestine when the law was binding. The law 


rest, and as such we prize it still. 


says, as we observed before: “In it [the Sabbath] thou shalt 
do no manner of work ;" and we are not going to let Bro. 
Eckman come into the pulpit on the first instead of the 
seventh day of the week, as the law requires ; and, his own 
true inwardness being “with good capon lined," urge upon 
us poor devils in the pews, who hav to work so hard for our 
living, the observance of a law which he violated that morn- 
ing, and which he intends to violate every Sunday of his 


A i life. 
know, and would hav told his hearers, that the Constitu-, But Bro, Eckman’s righteous soul is distressed cver the 


tions] Convention, which was presided over by George polygamy of the Mormons in Utah territory, "What would. 


Washington, and which produced the Constitution and gov- the clergy, and especially the Methodist ministers, do with- 
ernment under which we liv, had no prayers during all the out this safety-valve of the Mormons? All the Saint 
sixteen months it was in segsion, and that there is not one Josephs who do not leave the skirts of their garments in 
word or syllable in its text which contains even the recogni- the hands of the Mrs. Potiphars (see Genesis, xxxix) atone 
tion of a God, of a Sabbath, of the existence of Christianity, for violating their own standard of morals by hurling 
or any other religion. The reason is that the leading men their anathemas upon the poor Mormons of Utah. When 
who formed this instrument were all what Mr. Eckman Parson Newman, Grant’s Methodist confessor, went to Salt 
would now call Infidels. Washington, Paine, Jefferson, Lake City to debate the question of polygamy with Orson 
Madison, Franklin, and nearly all who rendered eminent Pratt, he found out, what he might hav known without tell- 
service in the field, in legislation, and diplomacy, were ing, that polygamy is an institution of the Old Testament, 


Deists and unbelievers in the Bible as a revelation from and was not forbidden in the. New ; and that the American 


heaven. To these men we owe the fact that no religionist missionaries in oriental countries, where this form of mar- 
of any kind—Jew, Catholic, or Protestant—ever has been riage prevails, admit converts to their churches who hav as 
persecuted for his creed. Every Christian government OD many wives as they please. Yet, with this fact before their 
earth has shed the blood of the Jews, This governmentalone : eyes, the Methodist clergy at home are forever denouncing 
never did so, because the framers of the Constitution and the Mormons for having more wives than one each, and in 
the makers of the laws under it were Infidels, who did not this respect resembling Old Testament saints, who are held 


believe in the Bible as an infallible revelation from heaven, 
but who did believe that what we call faith is an involuntary 
act of the mind, mcdified by the amount of light on the 
subject-which the mind sees; and that therefore no man! 
should be punished for his religious opinions. 

` But the fact which settles the question forever as to the 
relation which the Stars and Stripes sustained to “the cross : 
of Christ," and which proves that the emblem of our nation- ! 
ality cannot be ‘‘pinned” beneath the emblem of any re- 
ligion, is the treaty with Tripoli, ratified when Washington 
was President, Jefferson Secretary of Siate, and when 
the Cabinet and Senate were composed of men who had 
taken part in forming the Constitution, and understood all 
its provisions. The government of Tripoli was Mohamme-. 
dan in religion, and was naturally jealous and watchful lest, | 
in their commercial intercourse with us, difficulty would; 
grow out of the subject of religion. To remove all appre- | 
hensions of this kind, the declaration is solemnly made in 
the eleventh article of the treaty, by the United States, as 
one of the high contracting parties, that ‘‘ the government of 
the United States is not in any sense founded on the Christian 
veligion." It Knows no God, no Bible, no Sabbath, no 
clergyman. It is a purely secular institution, protecting all 
believers in all creeds or no creeds. 

Just about the hour tbat brother Eckman was delivering 
his incoherent platitude to the workingmen of Hyde Park, 
and pinning the Stars and Stripes beneath the cross of 
Christ, the Rev. Dr. Boardman, pastor of the First Baptist 
church in Philadelphia, was acknowledging the secularity 
of the Constitution, and admitting that to introduce the 
Protestant Bible into the public schools is an invasion of 
the Constitution and of the rights of conscience, and ought 
not to be done. He therefore advocated the establishment 
every where of parochial schools, each sect having a system 
of its own. 

But Brother Eckman is greatly exercised about Sabbath 
observance, and complains of large monopolies compelling 
their men to work on that holy day, ‘‘allowing them no time 
to pray." He wants every one to go to church on Sunday, 
and hear the self-styled embassadors of Jesus Christ urging 
sinners to repent, and be saved from hell-fire, although 
Beecher and Canon Farrar hav knocked a hole in the bottom 
and poured a whole Niagara of waterinto it. But does not 
the gentleman understand that neither the American Sab- 
bath nor the Scotch Sabbath, nor the Popieh Sabbath is the 
‘one required to be observed by the Sabbath law of the 
Bible? The Bible saya distinctly that ‘‘the seventh day is 
the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.” All the sects of the 
Christian church, therefore, break the law by making the 
first day of the week to be the Sabbath, when no act was 
ever passed by ihe law.giver repealing the one given on 
Sinai that the seventh day was tke Sabbath. Then, after 
appointing the day by a positive and unchangeable enact- 
ment, the law-glver goes on to say: “In it, the seventh day, 
thou shalt do no manner of work; thou, nor ihy son, nor 
thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor 


:can hav ag many wives as they please. 


up as models in the writings of the New Testament. 

The most sagacious man who ever lived, and understood 
human nature from crown to sole and from center to cir- 
cumference, says, in tbe *' Timon of Athens ;" 


*' Strike me the counterfeit matron; 
It is her habit only that is honest; 
Herself'8 a bawd ;" 
implying that prudes, who are so zealous in their wish to 
burn with fire all frail sisters who enjoy love and lovers, are 
not actuated by a real love of purity, but by motives of 
envy, and to preserve an immaculateness of character in the 


‘estimation of the public which they do not really possess. 


Bo we cannot interpret the motives of the Comstock school 
of Methodist ministers, in their eternal diatribes against the 
Mormons, in auy other way than that they envy the Mor- 
mous the privilege they enjoy in having harems, where they 
The newspapers 
teem with accounts of clergymen, especially Methodists, 
preaching up chastity vehemently on Sunday as & branch of 
Christian morality, and then going among the families of 
their charge and assisting poor husbands in the performance 
of the marital duties, or playing the part of a shepherd 
among the ewe lambs of their flocks ; for, of all the sheep 
of the Lord's pasture, no flock has in it so many scallawags 
as the one called Methodist. During the antislavery 
struggle the meanest dogs of the whole pack that the slave- 
holders set on the Abolitionists were Methodist ministers, 
North and South. They are playing the same game now in 
vilifying thé advocates of the holy cause of intellectual 
freedom, when the whole world knows that there is no body 
of Christian professors which is 80 thoroughly corrupt and 
hypocritical as the Methodist church. "The Cleveland (Ohio) 
Leader of the 21st of November last publishes the report of 
the directors of the Ohio Penitentiary, in which is an- 
nounced the noteworthy fact that of the 1,316 criminals in 
that institution the Catholics number 138 ; the Baptists, 65 ; 
the Presbyterians, 53 ; the Episcopalians, 38; the Camp- 
bellite Baptists, 18, and the Methodists, 173. The orthodox 
churches hav the Jargest representation among the criminals 
of Ohio; the heretical churches hav the least, while the 
Spiritualists and Infidels hav no representation at all, Yet, 
notwithstanding all these facts, the clergy hav the stupen- 
dous impudence and brazen-facedness to stand up in their 
pulpits and denounce the radicals of the country with prac- 
ticing a low standard of morality ! 2 JUSTITIA, 
— áÁ— i 

Waen in Eogland, in 1840, I saw one of the Egyptian 
idols in the British Museum. Some one of our company 
said, '' Well, they don't admit that they worship such ugly 
images as this; they look through and beyond this to one 
great supreme power.” '''They were scarcely more idola- 
trous," I answered, ‘‘ than our friends when they read their 
Bible with such reverence last evening." "They brought it 
with great solemnity, and laid it on the lap of the one who 
was to read it and he bowed before it and then opened it 
and read it in what we Friends call the, preaching tone. 
The passages read were those that had no particular bearing 


thy cattle, nor the stranger within thy gates.” So strictly 
kept and go remorselessly executed was this law when in 
force upon the Jews in Palestine that it was a capital offense 
for a man to gather sticks and make a fire to boil his pot of 
victual; on that holy day. This isthe Sabbath law, as given 
by tke Jaw-ziver himself, and is irrepealable by those it 


upon the conduct of those then present, nor upon the special 
occasion that had brought us together ; but it was '*the 
Bible" and ‘ scripture," and a chapter of it must be read 
in order, and in a solemn tone. I said to the friend who 
was pointing out this idol to me in the museum, that the 
worship of that image was like the worship of the Bible, 
as we had observed it the evening before, 'l'o me that was 


binds And yet we will wager a pint of Croton water that | the worship of an idol.— Lucretia Mott. te datas 


The Braden-Jamieson Debate at Salem, Ill. 


To THE EDITOR or Tag TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Last spring 
W. F. Jamieson gave a few lectures in this place, in which 
he stated that he did not know that there was a God. If 
any one knew there was one, he said, come up into the 
stand and tell what they know about him. They should 
hav one-half of the time and fair treatment. No 'one would 
accept the offer, although there wére a number of clergymen 
present, who make it their business to tell the people they 
know all about him. No one would accept the offer. He 
left à challenge to anybody who was in good standing in 
the church. Six came forward and accepted the offer, to 
wit, two Presbyterians, two Methodists, one Baptist, and 
one Campbellite. Each one appointed a committeeman to 
see and guard the interests of their church. 

The Catholics, believing that discretion was the better part 
of valor, kept their shutters closed, not daring to expose 
their air-castle to the shell and hot shot which they well 
knew Mr. Jamieson would rain upon them, for fear they 
would get their windows broken. f 

The subject to be discussed was the inspiration of. the 
Bible and its tendency over other theological questions. 
Elder Clark Braden, of the Disciple church, accepted the 
offer. Rules for. regulating and governing the debate were 
agreed upon bythe parties The debate was to continue 
for twelve evenings, and to occupy two hours each evening. 
Each party was to make two speeches of thirty minutes, 
and to ask as many questions as they pleased, which the 
other was bound to answer without equivocation. 

The church committee chose two moderators, and they 
chose the third. Dr. D. K. Green was chosen, a man well 
qualified and versed in parliamentary rules, and most nobly 
.and honorably did he perform his duty. I was a spectator, 
not understanding the religious views of either of the dis- 
putants, and will giv a brief history of the discussion as it 
appeared to me from my standpoint. ` 

The debate was held in the Court House, a large and 
spacious room, which was jammed full. Mr. Braden occu- 
pied the stand all the time, Mr. Jamieson only when speaking. 
Mr. Jamieson spoke in a loud, clear, and distinct voice, so 
all could hear him. Mr. Braden wrote his arguments and 
answers in advance. Sometimes they hit, the subject, and 
sometimes he would not touch it in his half hour's speech. 
At times his voice was pitched so high that it was disagree- 
ably. unpleasant, and at other times, sitting crouched 
behind tffe desk, he would answer in an undertone so‘low that 
he could not be heard except by those who were close to 
him. Mr. Jamieson had to repeat it so that the audience 
| could understand the answer. : 

Mr. Braden said that the Mosaic account of the creation - 
was not correct, that Adam and Eve were not the firat pair, 
that it was poetic, that it was wrongly translated; that we 
had no Bible, only an imperfect translation of the Bible. 

Braden said he believed in a personal God and a golden 
heaven ; he believed in a personal devil, but not in a brim- 
stone hell In one case Braden refused to answer, saying 
that Jamieson had so framed his question as to make him 
seemingly téllalie. Jamieson quoted that passage which 
says, Unless ye Late father, mother, etc., ye cannot. be my 
disciples. Braden said hate meant love. He denied that 
polygamy was taught or practiced in the Bible, and said 
that wife meant woman after he had one. In answer to a 
question he said a man might lie, steal, rob, and murder for 
sixty-nine years, months, weeks, days, and hours, then if 
he sincerely repented and said, Lord hav mercy on my soul, 
that he was sure of salvation only one hour before hià death. 
Braden told Jamieson to speak up like a little man. ‘He 
read from Livingstone’s travels in Africa to prove the hon- 
'esty of some of the tribes in the interior. Braden said it 
was false. Jamieson quoted from Huxley and Spencer. 
Braden repeated the names backward and forward a num- 
ber of times over as a schoolboy would the multiplication 
table. He acted as though he had found some strange 
name that he wished to commit to memory, for which he 
was vociferously cheered by his followers as one of the 
best arguments he had produced. Braden frequently told 
Jamieson that he uttered nonsense, that it was false, that it 
was balderdash. He at times was very boisterous, the mod- 
erator, having to enforce the rules, would check him to keep 
him within the bounds of decency. Braden said the Bible 
was Written by ignorant barbarians, who knew nothing of 
science, that 70,000 meant only 70. 

I hav noticed only a few of his new translations of the 
Bible for fear I should make this article too long. A short 
article copied from the Mount Vernon News, with the com- 
ments of the editor of the Advocate, led me to make a short 
statement of the debate. Mr. Jamieson quoted twenty or 
thirty passages from the Bible, giving both chapter and 
verse. Mr. Braden followed and said.that Mr. Jamieson 
had given a long list of quotations, but never told where: to 
find one of them. 

The report came here from abroad that Mr. Braden was 
partially insane. He did but little to remove that impres- 
sion. : 

The Advocate says, “ As a Bible debater Eider Clark 
Braden has no superior upon American soil . And we 
doubt if the cities or hamlets of the worlds can produce.a 
greater. " He reminds me of a man who went to hear a 
Political speaker and remarked, “ He is a d——d smart 
fellow, for he thinks just as I do.” The editor says, ‘For the 
last seven nights, as soon as his person was visible at the 
outer door, cheering would commence and continue until he 
reached the stand.” It seemed that the cheering, like his 
speeches, was all arranged beforehand. . Fuglemen were 
posted for the purpose. Braden would wait until the house 
was filled. .One night he was fifteen minutes late. The 
moderator told him that he must come to time, that they 
would not wait for him. 

Braden said Jamieson_had been slobbering over the audi- 
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ence, and patting the moderator on the back. -The cheering * 


wasa disgrace. There were many little girls occupying 
front seats, who ought to hav been in their little beds, clap- 
~ ping and cheering, who were totally ignorant of the subject, ; 
and who were placed there to cheer and keep their courage ` 
up, like the boy that whistles in the dark. Ae i 
The. editor of the Advocate says, “If the News is laboring ` 
under the delusion that Clark Braden wields a little theolog- i 


ical club, he is underrating him.” Braden ssid D. M, Ben- - 


nett.was an obscene, bad man, and ought to be in the peni- | 
tentiary. Braden did not know the history of the most! 
infamous trial, or else he well knew that he was uttering a! 
wilful falsehood before an audience, the greater portion of 
which never heard of Bennett only through the lying lips of | 
some depraved specimen of humanity. Bennett’s name will 
stand high on the wall of fame, when his wicked perse- | 
.cutors are forgotten in the dust. Braden’s theological club 
that he brags about is composed of feathers. It is nothing 
but a shoo-fly. - : 

Mr. Jamieson told Mr. Braden that he had enjoyed this 
depate finely. He hoped'to meet him in debate again.. No 
response. Mr. Jamieson said he wanted this debate pub- 
.lished—that he would furnish his notes and pay one-half of 
the expense. Would he do the same? Braden said, No, 
he could not do it; was not able. l 

The closing scene was a disgraceful one. They shouted, 
stamped, and hallooed. If they had had more civilization | 
and less of false religion, it would hav been much more 
creditable to all concerned. Amid much noise and confu- 
sion Mr. Jamieson was presented with a beautiful and 
costly pitcher, accompanied with a very elegant presentation 
speech from a lady. They also presented Braden with an 
old song-book, said to hav been writte by one Solomon, 
containing a vast amount of obscenity, which ought never 
to hav been printed, I hav attended many _ political 
meetings, but never saw such a disgraceful scene before. 
The moderator said it wasa d——d mob. They say they 
gained » great victory. A general was complimented on a 
great victory he had gained. He replied : ‘‘ Yes; one more 
such and I am ruined." Yes, a few more such victories, 
and old musty theology is dead in Salem. 

Now, Brother Bennett, I wish you to bear your misfor- 
tunes with heroic valor ; as you hav thus far, about sixty 
days more, and you will again taste the sweets of liberty ; 

. and oh, how I wish I could be one of the happy friends to 
meet you „and congratulate you that you hav escaped with 
your life, for if they had the power you would hav been 

: puxnt at the stake. 


Nes 


‘temal Vigilance is the Price of Liberty! 


In Union is Strength.—Prove all Things, and 
Hold Fast the Good.—Free Rostrum, Free 
. Speech, Free Press, Secular and Com- 
f pulsory Education, Church Taxa- 
` tion, and Equal Rights without 
Regard to Sex are the Moet- 
toes Upon our Flag. 


CIRCULAR OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE MICHIGAN STATE 
: ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS AND LIBERALISTS. 


Four years ago, without my seeking, I was elected to the 
Presidency of the State Association of Spiritualists, which 
two years afterward changed its name to Spiritualists and 
Liberalists. At that time chaos reigned in all forms of 
Spiritual and Liberal thought, as far as any definite organic 
action was concerned; no regular missionaries were engaged; 
but two or three places in the state kept up any regular 
meetings, and a general apathy existed. 

Since that time 1 hav devoted my best energies, time, and 


; monéy to bring together and into action all those as speak- 


ers and workers who dare to identify themselves with the 
Association as Spiritualists or Liberalists. Noble men and 
women with united sacrifices hav come into the work in 
addition to those previously engaged ; the state Society has 


‘become legally organized, many more are on the verge of 


organization, some twenty speakers hav been constantly at 
work in the state during the last year. . Large annual, semi- 
annual, and quarterly meetings hav been held, with a suc- 
cessful ten days’ camp-meeting, and many important grove- 
meetings. Half-fare permits hav been obtained for our 
speakers over nearly all the railroads. A permanent camp- 
ground has been located at Goguac Lake, with a stock 
company of fifty thousand dollars; a competent man has 
been secured to raise the stock; much of the same is already 
taken; eighty acres of the finest land, with the most delight- 
ful scenery, is to be purchased, buildings to be built, grounds 
cultivated, and the finest camp-ground and pleasure-resort 
in the state pefected. These are a few of the primary steps 
which hav been taken during the last four years to attempt 
to organize, centralize, and utilize the forces of Spiritualism 
and Liberalism. 

The small beginnings show us plainly that all that is 
needed is to continue in well-doing. The period of destruc- 


THE TRUTH SEEKER is the best religious paper I read, 
.and I hepe you will continue to edit it until you wipe out 
error and priestcraft. UniaH MILLS. 

Salem, Il. 

e 


The Injustice of Some Laws. 


To THE EpiroR or THe TmnurH SEEKER, Sir: The 
accident of your incarceration, under the statutes of the 


United States, should be used to enlighten the people of all | 


the Union to the iniquitous and;very remarkable feature in 
our system of taking accused persons away from their 
counties for trial, and often away from their states, and 
obliging them to advance the money to pay forall costs and 
fees of witnesses, U. S. marshals, and deputies, in order to 
defend themselves, and to the further remarkable fact of 
their never being repaid for such expenditures. Under 
state laws the accused is tried at home, or where the offense 
was charged as committed, and he is furnished with his wit- 
nesses at the state’s expense. Under the United States stat- 
ulea he is carried possibly a thousand miles from where he 
is known; he must pay his traveling expenses home, and 
those of his securities on bail bond, his witnesses, their 
board, mileage, and that of the officers who summon them. 
Thus if one is accused of having sold a pound or go of 
tobacco, or of having failed to use or erase a stamp on & 
draft or check, or on à box or barrelor package when re- 
quired, or of having committed or tried to commit a fraud 
on the United States, or charged over ten dollars as claim 
agent, etc., hundreds of statutable offenses, he is taken to 
Some far distant United States court, say it is three hun- 
dred miles from his home. Now to avoid going to jail he 
must carry two bondsmen, which at three cents per mile, and 
a dollar per day for expenses, say six days’ cost, will amount 
to forty-eight dollars. Add his own expenses back home, 
say in all twenty dollars. Then he must appear for trial, 
with say two witnesses, as to facts, and say five as to char- 
acter of prosecuting witness, as these are generally spite 
cases, and the witness a disreputable person. This will cost 
not less than one hundred and fifty dollars. Here is the 
simplest case, which if promptly tried will cost over two 
hundred dollars besides lawyer’s fees, loss of time, and 
injury to business. Say you are successful, say the judge 
has ordered the jury to-acquit, for in these courts they are 
very arbitrary, and juries act with fear and trembling; they 
too are far from home and pliant tools. Oh, such courts! 
They sre under heaven’s eye a dire mockery of justice. Aa 
I once heard a grand juror, a most intelligent gentlemen, 
say, ‘The very air smells there of blood," Acquitted, 


innocent, what a calamity has befallen you! No repay- 
ment, not one cent! Thousands of good citizens hav been 
thus ruined. Other thousands are blackmailed. In many 
parts of the North the people know nothing of this, but ’tis 
in the Suuth that this wretched system feeds fat the officers 
and spies that batten on it, 


tion, of tearing down, is well nigh past, the time has come 
that if we hav any principles, any beautiful philosophy, we 
should organize to teach, and unite society upon that basis. 
If Spiritualism and Liberalism is better for humanity and 
society than old dogma and priesthood, let us show it by 
building, teaching, and doing better things. In this, as in 
all other organic methods, we hav foes without and foes 
within, to tear asunder and block the wheels of progress; 
some moved by jealousy, envy, and selfishness, others by 
cowardice, bigotry, or ignorance, For the last few months 
some parties hav made mighty efforts, in a secret way, to 
break up the union and harmony of the State Association of 
Spiritualists. and Liberalists. The excuses, fault-finding, 
and methods exercised hav been various, and the chief 
workers in that direction hav been those outside of the 
Association, parties who hav never united or assisted in any 
way, either by money or labor. These things hav pro- 
duced no effect upon the majority of the'speakers, officers, 
or members of the state Association, and only those who 
hav lacked the elements of firmness and devotion to the 
cause.through ill as well as good report hav been moved. 
Now, my friend, your name has been given me as a Spirit- 
ualist or Liberalist, and Isend you this circular, that you 


may know that your presence, sympathy, vote, voice, and | 


money are needed now, at our annual meeting, to place this 
Cause upon a safe and firm foundation. The masses are tired 
&nd sick at heart with'the food which orthodox Christianity 
givs them; their reason rejects it, and their best convictions 
and heart-throbs, ask for spiritual light, growth, and im- 
mortality, without priest or dogma. There are hundreds of 
Spiritualists and Liberalists who, when they get away from 
the fear of hell, and from under the ban of priestcraft, feel 
they hav no duties, and from that standpoint relapse into a 
do-niothingness. To my mind, they hav greater duties and 
more to stimulate them to action than ever. 

Remember that every liberty, human right, and noble 
blessing which we hav the pleasure of enjoying has cost 
the lives, thoughts, energies, and sacrifices of those that hav 
lived before us. Will you put on the armor, show your 
colors, and, in the broad spirit of truc Spiritualism and Lib- 
eralism, assist the faithful workers to maintain a free ros- 
trum, restoring united action and a propagandism that shall 
defeat, teach, liberate, and spiritualize the combined hosts 
of bigotry, superstition, and churchianity ? Many friends of 
our cause will wait until the last days of the Conyention, 
thinking that those sessions will be the most instructive and 
entertaining. Such will not be the case at the present ses- 
Sion. The most important business will occur on the first 
days of the meeting, and as over thirty speakers, including 
visiting clergymen and speakers, will be present, the 
Speeches, will be as fine the first as last day. The meet- 
ing will commence Wednesday afternoon at 2 P. M., March 
24th, and, if possible, close on Monday night, March 29.h. 
Reduced railroad rates hav been secured from 22nd to 31st. 


` Really it is about time some of them should learn allabout |: The afternoon session, Wednesday, will be reports of 


it. Hott. 
Oregon, Mo. . 
— 
Notice. 

All corre7pondats are hereby informed that the name of 
our post-office has been changed from Florence to Norway. 
Address all communications to me at Norway, Benton Co., 
Iowa. iy vi E, O. WALEER. 


Secretary, Treasurer, and missionaries, with short speeches, 
Wednesday evening an address by the President upon the 
subject, *' The State Association of Spiritualists and Liber- 
aiists,’’ when the following points will be discussed: 

1. Its history, trials, failures, and successes. 

2. How organized ; its-objects, principles, methods, aims, 
and present condition. 


3. Do you favor the union of Spiritualists and Liberalists 
for business and organic purposes? The opinions of the 
people overjthe state, and the pros and cous of the su^jsc*, 
will Le presented. : 

4, Do we need a society of Spiritualists alone, with that 
one idea of spirit phenomena and philosophy, in order to 
successfully teach, defend, and protect Spiritualism against 
Materialism? : i 

5. Do weas a state Society need the organization of Lib- 
eral Leagues, as long as we hav indorsed and are defending 
and teaching a!l the principles of the League ? Isit not the 
cuty of Spiritualists to work with Leagues where such are 
organized, and no Spiritual society exists? Should not 
those in sympathy with Leagues work with and unite with 
societies of Spiritualists and Liberaliats, where no Leagues 
are organized? , 

6. How shail we more successfully carry on missionary 
work, organize societies, and support laborers ? 

7. How shall the Mutual Insurance Association, which 
has been organized by and through the energies of some of 
our earnest workers, be made practical, sate investment, 
and an honor to our cause ?. 

8. How shall we protect our mediums, magnetic healers, 
and Clairvoyant physicians, who hav no diplomas from med- 
ical colleges, from medical bigotry and persecution ? 

9. What may, can, and ought to be the future of our 
Association, and the way to arrive at the same. 

TRURSDAY MORNING, 9 A, M. ; 

Report of Committee on Credentials, followed by report 
of Committee on Membership. DIN 

We hav now become a legally organized and representa- 
tive body, with delegates from local societies and members 
alone entitled to vote. It is important that as many as pos- 
sible be present at the beginning of the session. Auy per- 
son may become a member by signing the articles of asso- 
ciation, or authorizing the same to be done, and paying a 
membership fee of one dollar. Wither come, or send your 
dollar and name. 

THURSDAY MORNING, 10 A, M. 

Election of officers for the ensuing year. 

There will be no printed programme beyond this point, 
but the Executive Board will meet at the close of each ses- 
sion, and arrange order of business and order of speeches 
for the next day. Persons expecting to speak will need to be 
present, or else inform by letter when they will ba, that the 
Board may arrange to do justice to all interests and per- 
sons. ; 

The following railroad rates will be given all parties de- 
siring to attend the Convention: Northwestern Grand 
Trunk R. R. All agents between Port Huron and Chicago 
wil be instructed to sell special return tickets to Battle 
Creek to parties desiring to attend the state Association 
of Spiritualists and Liberalists. Tickets will be good 
March 22d to April 1st, inclusive; ra'e, two cents per mile 
each Way. 

Grand Rapids & Indiana R. R. will sell return tickets to 
delegates for 15 fare from March 22d to 81st. Certificates 
furnished by writing to the President or Secretary. 

Michigan Central R. R. will make rate of two cents per 
mile each way, from March 22d to 31st. . 

Chicago and West Michigan R R. All persons attending 
the meeting wil pay full fare on going, and one cent per 
mile on return, if members of State Association, with Secre- 
tary’s indorsement. 

Flint & P. M. R. R. Round trip tickets at the rate of 
two cents per mile, Reduced hotel rates at Battle Creek, 
during the Convention. Potter House. $1.25 per day ; 
American, $1.00 per day ; meals, under Opera House, at ali 
hours, 15 cents. 

Some thirty Spiritual and Liberal speakers will bo 
present, with good music from Mrs. Olie Childs Denslow 
and M. C. Vandercook, assisted by the Battle Creek choir. 


A. B. Berney, M. D., 
Pres'i Slate Association S. and L. 


204 Woodward Ave., Detroit, Mich. 


Interest. 


To tae Eprror oF Tug TrRurm EEKER, Sr: The 
question of interest is up for discussion, Joseph Wolff, in 
the Jis, World, shows its enormity by this illustration: ‘‘In 
the year 1700, A, having accumulated $10,000 in business, 
retires and lends his money at six per cent, or enough to 
maintain himself, his wife, and his son D. A and his wife, 
at the usual age, die and leave the $10,000 to B, who, mar- 
rying, has but one child, a son, C, who also marries and has 
but one child, D, and so on through the alphabet, or until 
the end of time. The factors in the proposition are that 
each child falling heir to the $10,000 shall never hav a fam- 
ily too large to be maintained by the interest on the $10,000, 
aud that it shall always be kept intact, always be kept gt 
interest, and always maintain a family free from work or 
productive industry. The enormity of this proposition ig 
such as to strike every man With its unbounded injustice, 
because the $10,000, whether stolen or honestly earned in 
the year 1700, has kept at least two nien working continu- 
ously from then until now, and will forever, to pay eier- 
nally for the use of that sum that was earned but once. 
And yet, if interest at any rate per cent is right, then A and 
his descendants forever can rightfully thus rob labor to 
allow them to livin idleness. If Iam not right in this con- 
clusion, I will thank some defender of the infamy to correct 
me.” Inthe same paper, says James Bindser: “ Suppose s 
man performs a day's work and receives therefor one dol- 
lar; thereafter he is idle, and as a matter of common sense 
and cquity, receives nothing. But the dollar, which is 
esteemed by economists and those who render idol- worship 
to the god of gold, to be greater than the man, is placed at 
interest, and, compounded at the rate of ten per cent for 
100 years, amounts to the incredible sum of $13 800. This 
sum it would require two men, each workiug nearly twenty- 
five years to earn." Who can get around these facts? 
They cannot be surmounted or belittled. 


Norway, Iowa. E. C. WALKER. 
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Letters from Friends. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Feb. 22, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, EQ. Dear Sir: The feeling which 
exists in this city against Thomas Paine is something aston- 
ishing. They refuse to patronize news-stands where I hav 

ut his books on sale, though they make no objection to 

ngersoll’s. Itis all ignorance, I suppose, and owing to the 
terrible malignity with which he has been pursued by the 
church; nevertheless the books shall be sold in one way and 
another. ' : : 

The ideas of Ingersoll, Underwood, Prof. Penton, and I 
might add Huxley, in regard to dead matter, are so ridicu- 
lous as compared with their profound researches in other 
directions that I must here say a few words. ‘‘ When life 
first existed upon this earth,” says Prof. Denton, in a late 


letter to Taz Tauru SEEKER. Cannot Prof. Denton see 


that matter and life are so existent that you cannot find an 
atom of matter that is not alive, that it was as much alive 
when it was a molten mass as it js to-day ? Cannot these 
Scientists see that mineral life, vegetable life, animal life, 
and spiritual life melt and blend into each other as do the 
colors of the rainbow ? What I mean by spiritual life are 
the highest known qualities of matter. What chemists call 
chemical action is only a lower form of vital action. Prof. 
Denton, in his lectures on astronomy, says that this world 
will go back isto the'sun. A more absurd idea was never 
perpetrated by mortal man. It can no more go back into 
the sun—from which I know it came—than the sun, which 
is the child of a greater sun, can go back into its mother. 
The Professor also speaks in your paper of an ''inflnite 
spirit.” That is the Indian idea, and I hear it so often from 

piritualist lecturers that I am moved to ask, What is an 
infinite spirit? and what part of space does he, she, or it 
occupy ? When people talk about infinite and finite, mate- 
rial and immateria!, spirit and matter, it seems to me that if 
they would look well into their subjects they would learn 
that what is infinite to-day is finite to-morrow, what is spirit 
to-day is matter to-morrow, and they would cease to make 
distinctions which hav no use except to confuse and to 
narrow the mind, and to stand between the longing eyes of 
human beings and that truth which alone can make them 
free. cma 

Why take so much pains to demolish the orthodox God 
with all the weapons of destruction which combativeness 
can muster when the combatants themselves persist in 
setting up imaginary forts and high picket fences of ideas 
between the human soul and its real makers—everything 
that was or is or is to come? 

Even Dr, Trall, the great health reformer, never forgave 
me for saying, when in the classroom among the students 
of his college, that matter was not dead. In my judgment 
he was, in his channel of thought, the greatest man that 
ever lived on this earth, and yet he hau this limitation, and 
in his heart, if not on his lips, set uown as a heretic who- 
ever persisted in going beyond it. 

I hold Prof. Denton in the highest respect, and know him 
to be a giant in intellect, but I will fight him and the dead 
Atheiats as mercilessly as they fight the church whenever I 
find them erecting any of their finalities upon its ruins. 
What the orthodox do not understand they term “ God" or 
the ‘‘devil.” What the Spiritualists do not understand 
they term ''angels" and ‘‘diakka.” Whatthe dead Athe- 
ists, scientists, Infidels, etc., do not understand, they call 
** dead matter,” and that settles the question to their satis- 
faction. 

In my opinion, when the unknown is termed either God 
or the devil, a full-fledged spirit or diakka, dead matter or 
the unknowable, tue door which leads to progression is 
closed, and you sit down to shrivel to the size of your God, 
. Who is in no way a whit more respectable, more intellectual, 
nor more inspiring than the redoubtable old gentleman with 
which the Jews and Christians hav so long paralyzed the 
world. Giv me all eternity for time, all space for room, 
and the unobstructed intellect for growth. It is time that 
we had set our compass, that we had arranged our chart to 
comprehend the whole—past, present, and to come. The 
fool hath said in his heart, ‘‘ There is no God,” but a greater 
foo) hath said, '* There is à God.” My God is my wife, my 
angels are my children, my religion is love to humanity. 
Unless love soon steps in to take the place of. hatred, I hav 
but little hope for the future of the human race. 

I received the instalment of books all right. Inclosed 
please find ten dollars, which you will please send the worth 
of in books. Truly yours, W. W. COCHRANE. 


PAnEx Curz, Uran, Feb. 18, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Even in this tar and 
remote part of Utah territory, a country known to be 
peopled with Latter-Day Saints of the church of Jesus 
Christ, or commoriy called Mormons, where the church 
rules in nearly all things, there yet exists a few brave men 
stamped with Liberalism, as the following will prove : 

Last fall, through the.efforts of Messrs. J. H. Lynde and 
James G. Watson, were gathered together, at the residence 
of the former, about twelve men who were willing to asso- 
ciate together for the purpose of forming an auxiliary Lib- 
eral League; 80 we applied for and procured a charter, 
under date of November 24, 1879, from which time we hav 
completed our organization and are now in full working 
order, with eighteen active members and the following 
officers : James G. Watson, President ; George P. Bisson- 
nette, Secretary; William Disc, Treasurer. We meet every 
two weeks, and hav very interesting debates, in which we 
hold our own, notwithstanding that we are young speakers 
as yet. There is no Abbotism in our ranks. We hav 
adopted the Constitution of the National:Liberal League, 
and are working in concert of action for the accomplish- 
ment of its demands, etc. We expect to meet with better 
success afier the winter ceuson is over. We look with 
anticipation upon the expiration of Mr. D. M. Bennett's 
imprisonment, not only because we sympathize with him in 
his lonely hours behinu the bars, and that his health must 
be declining every day, but we expect to see a great revival 
in the Liberal ranks after his liberation. As I understand a 
fund is to be Created in our League for the purpose of pur- 
chasing Liberal books and tracts, to be digiributed in this 
community, ou Will soon hear from us again. 

ours truly, Guo. P. BISSONNETTE. 


LAKEPORT, N. Y., Jan. 12, 1880. 

Epiron TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: As an admirer of 
your paper and its imprisoned editor, 1 teel like adding my 
testimony to the hosts already heard from, I liv in an 
out-of-the-way place, and hav no Liberai League, and but 
one copy of THE TRUTH SEEKER comes to this post-office, 
A few names were got toa petition for theold hero'a pardon, 
but it now looks as if he would hay to stay out his sentence; 


isfactory manner. 


but it must be gratifying to him to feel that his business is 
in good hands. The paper grows better. I hope when his 
sojourn in the state capital is at an end, his friends will giv 
him such a welcome home as will satisfy Comstock, Colgate 
& Co. that it would hav been better to let him alone, and 
that they hav not impaired his power to battle with super- 
stition and tyranny. Iam a Spiritualist as well as a Liberal. 
Yours in opposition to superstition and oppression, 
Mrs. A. B. TUPPER. 


ToLEDO, Iowa, Jan. 13, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER : I wish to say to youthat all the 
Liberals of my acquaintance except one sympathize with 
D. M. Bennett. 

A few years ago there was a large number of subscribers 
to the Indew here, but there is only one copy taken now. 

There is à general regret among the Liberals here in 
regard to that ‘‘interview” of Underwood's in the Inter- 
Ocean. : 

I am glad to see such an earnest worker as E, C. Walker 
inthis state. l believe we hav got the right man in the 
right place. 

I shall be glad to see the time come when all Liberals and 
Liberal papers will work together for the good of Liberalism, 
for they will certainly lose support if they do not. 

I don't think itis of any use to try to commit Liberals to 
support any particular political party, but to work with any 
party that will do the most for Liberalism, locally as well as- 
generally. 

I am well pleased with the way THE TRUTH BSEEKER i$ 
conducted, but I shall hail with joy the day when D. M. 
Bennett is liberated and takes the helm. 

Let every Liberal purchase a copy or two of Paine’s 
* Age of Reason," and get your neighbors to read them, 
and you will soon bring them over to Liberalism. f 

Respecttully yours, E. 8. BEOKLEY. 


PARISH or Point CouPEE, LA., Feb. 23, 1880. 

MR. EDITOR : A clergyman of this parish by the name of 
Broguere, who is a real debauchee, got into a little scrape a 
few days ago with his servant. It appears that he got ona 
frolic, and after having danced the cancan with some of his 
friends came back home overloaded, got mad for some 
strife, and beat his servant on the head and in the face with 
his buggy-whip, breaking one tooth of the woman who 
served him faithfully for more than eigbt years. But we 
must excuse him, for he had a grudge against her for hay- 
ing made a very improper remark to the reverend clergy- 
man—‘' You better stop your way of doing with that girl of 
yours, and pay me the six hundred dollars I loaned you and 
my salary for eight years.” Very unfortunate indeed is 
that church. One of the ministers once got hold of two 
young ladies, and tried to ruin both of them. Another 
one secured the confidence of & very respectable family, as 
well as a baby with a young yellow girl raised by them. The 
last but not least is still on the ‘‘ tapis." Yet such scoundrels 
as that are at liberty, and D. M. Bennett isin prison. T. 


23 Worr BT., SYRACUSE, N. Y. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I am,a& member of our 
* Farmer Club," and in a discussion.not long since one 
Deacon Hayden said that *' so longas he lived not a pound of 
hops or-a bushel of barley should be grown upon his farm, 
and any man whe did grow these articles he would respect 
the less for it.” 

Not long since an old Methodist lady said I was not ''fit 
to iiv among folks " because I didn’t believe in a ** personal 
God." Of course a farmers’ club is hardly the place to 
discuss these matters, but Deacon Hayden opened the ball, 
and so I prepared a paper requiring one-half an hour to 
present the same, and obtained consent to read it, they not 
knowing upon what.subject 1 was to speak. I took the text 
from Shakspere, ‘‘It is too much proven that with devo- 
tion’s visage and pious action we do sugar over the devil 
himself." 

Well, sir, to tell the truth, a bombshell thrown into camp 
could not create greater excitement. Some thought it a 
disgrace; others thought I did just right. They undertook 
to shut me off. I had too many friends for that. I took up 
Mr. Bennett's case ; told them of the great petition sent to 
Washington, etc. ; held Mr. Comstock up to them in full 
view ; related his experience with the nude girls on 
Greene street, with Blandin, the young lawyer, with Mrs. 
Dr. Chase, ete., eic. I did my duty, and nothing more: 
Some thought it a disgrace, others that I hurt myself very 
much. Ihav yet to be convinced that it is a disgrace to 
tear the mask from a Winslow, a Chase, a Glendenning, 
or à Cowley. I hav yet to learn that the truth spoken wher- 
ever it may be, either in a farmers’ club or on the *' house- 
top," can injure him who proclaims it, i 

With best wishes for every one on Tak TRUTH SEEKER, 
and connected with it, I am sincerely yours, 

Invine C. TERRY. 


Tacoma, W. T., Feb. 9, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: George Atkinson has in- 
stalled himself absolute monarch, and expecta his employees 
to bend to his will, not only in matters appertaining to their 
daily work in the saw-mill, but also in religious matters. 
His mind, being of the expansive order, cannot occupy 
itself with thinking only for the body belonging to it, but 
must needs seek diversion in thinking for the large corps of 
men whom he for the present controls. À 

One year ago a meeting was held in honor of Thomas 
Paine. This was very displeasing to the lord of the saw- 
dust, and he issued his royal proclamation that ‘‘no more 
Paine meetings must be held in the land." But he ‘‘reck- 
oned without his host," and this year witnessed even a more 
successful meeting than before. When the first rumor of 
the intended celebration reached the ears of royal George 
his anger knew no bounds ‘‘Clothed in a little brief 
authority," he raised the head from the shoulders of one 
whom he deemed the ringleader, à man who for flve years 
had held one position and given entire satisfaction in the 
discharge of his duties. This he thought would strike 
terror to the hearts of the remaining doubters and cause 
them to ‘‘ hide their diminished heads” in fear and trem- 
bling. Never was monarch more mistaken. His **boo" 
didn't amount to anything, and in due course of time the 
Paine meeting took place in spite of opposition. But he 
Could punish, or thought he could, even if he could not 
prevent, so off came the head of another Freethinker, one 
who for three years had performed the same duties in a sat- 
His threats hav extended to all in his 
employ whe dare to differ with his high mightiness, 

The spirit exhibited by Atkinson in this matter isj the 
same as that which actuated his forefathers in the days of 
the Inquisition, and he, if he dared, would employ flames 
&nd the rack to induce people to accept his belief, 


: l Weston, OREGON, Feb. 8, 1880. 

Mr. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: While away from home 
my wife sent for Tam TRUTH BEEKER, Which is always a 
welcome visiter. You will see even in this remote part of 
the country you are not forgotten by the Freethinkers who 
belleve in free speech and free mails. 

The news of your iniquitous sentence fell upon the ears 
of many of this country like the clap of thunder at noon- 
day, entirely unexpected. They had not altogether lost 
confidence in the honor and integrity of our much-lauded 
** Christian courts of justice," and confidently expected the 
dishonest ruling of Benedict’s would be reversed. We all 
consider your trial a farce upon American jurisprudence 
and your sentence a disgrace to the civilization of the nine- 
teenth century. i ; 

We hav Christian fanatics here as well as in the East, who 
are bitterly opposed to us and our opinions, as well as 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. My wife, while visiting one of our 
neighbors, had THe TauTH SEEKER with her, and this 
Christian neighbor upon finding out it was an Infidel paper, 
said she would not hav it in her house. The lady forgets 
how she accused her neighbor's girl, who had attended her 
in sickness, of a theft, and then afterwards found out the girl 
was innocent of the charge. She wished the matter to be 
kept quiet, and appears as sanctimonious as ever, still 
encouraging others to read the Bible. : 

C. Chamberlain, an expounder of the gospel, had an 
altercation in the post-office the other day with a Free- 
thinker whom he owed a debt. They differed in opinion in 
regard to it, whereupon this mau of God called the other a 
liar. After reading of this affair in the Weston Leader, he 
became very hostile, as well as his lambs in wolf's clothing, 
80 much go as to say, '‘ There is a certain class of people ` 
here that retard the progress of Christianity.” 

Another divine, by the name of J. K. Morrison, preacher 

of the Presbyterian church, refused to grant the dying 
request of a little girl. She wanted him to pray for her 
and read a selected chapter of the Bible. The reason this 
impostor denied the request of the little girl was because he - 
was afraid of catching the diphtheria. "The afflicted father 
and mother, Mr. and Mrs, Gardner, lost three little girls 
from the above disease, and their Christian friends failed to 
help them in their sore distress; but Freethinkers responded 
to the call, and remained with them through all of the sick- 
ness, Christians callod upon us to go to the sick, as they 
were afraid to do 80. 
' The North Methodists are holding a spasmodic revival 
here. Last evening their preacher, Mr, Pruit, said, ‘ All 
those that are convinced without a doubt that Jesus Christ 
has pardoned their sins will stand up,” at which a few 
responded, But they were a fine display of ignorance | 

Mr. Bennett, you hav warm friends here, who, if they 
could, would help you financially, but cannot at present. 
As for myself, as long as THE TRUTH SEEKER is conducted 
as it has been I will be a subscriber. Yours truly, 

J. M. Timmins. 


HARYARD, ILL., Feb. 19, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: Mr. Eii C. Ohmart, à young 
man of Considerable scientific ability, has been delivering 
Freethought lectures in northern Illinois and southern Wis- 
eonsin during the past few weeks. He has had good suc- 
cess and is going to be the coming young orator. His lec- 
tures are based on the scientific demonstrations of the age, 
such as evolution and its correlative doctrines, and he suc- 
ceeds in giving religion many rude shocks. His exposi- 
tion of the natural origin and duties of man are unusually 
forcible and convincing. He is eloquent in the highest de- 
gree, very earnest and entertaining, and Cannot fail to 
become a popular speaker. Possessing a good command of 
language, thoroughly acquainted with his subjects, warm 
and broad in hi: sympathies, poetical in his nature, a 
master of the situation when before an audience, and very 
pleasing in his manner, he musi{sooner or later become one: 
of the champions of Liberalism, natural morality, and 
inodern reforms. As a philosopher he is of the Huxley, 
Darwin, Haeckel, and Spencer type. His style of oratory 
is argumentative, and in the lofty and beautiful poetry of 
his eloquence we find a rival if not an equalof the great 
Ingersoll. He is a young man of unexceptionable charac- 
acter, has a wife and child, and presents a pleasing appear- 
ance on the stage. C. 8. DABBOW. , 


ConxuiNG, là., Feb. 19, 1880. 
- EDITOR OF TRUTH SEEKEB, Dear Sir ; Feeling it a duty to 
all lovers of Freethought to write up tbe crimes committed 
by the orthodox Christians, I take the liberty to speak 
through the medium of your paper of a black deed perpe- 
tratea in Creston, Iowa, on the 2d inst., by one Mrs. Chase, 
who is now under arrest charged with maltreating an 
adopted girl nine years of age. In her leisure moments she 
was in the habit of beating the child with iron pokers, 
potato-mashers, and suusage-cutters, occasionally varying 
the entertainment by burning her on a hot stove. The child 
is covered with '' sacred " scars, has one ear torn off, and a 
broken pelvic bone. She is one of the scholars of the 
'*blessed" Sabbath-school, under the jurisdiction of Mrs. 
Chase's husband, who is superintendent of the Sabbath- 
school at that place. Mr. Chase has since been arrested as 
being implicated in the crime. Mrs. Chase is now playing 
the insanity dodge. ‘‘The Sabbath-school; that blessed 
place!" Very truly, A. M. Corr. 


Kerota, Ia., Feb. 22, 1880. 
= EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sr: Please find 
inclosed order for $3, Ihav been sick nearly all winter 
wiih disease of the lungs, and I will hardly liv to hear of 
Mr. Bennett's resurrection from his tomb. I am living on 
a lonesome farm, but keep very gocd company; that is, 
papers and books—the spirits of the living and the dead. I 
am not so well at home in the English language as in the 
German, Yet Spiritualists allow us to get more perfect 
when swinging through the sir—allow us even to learn a 
new language. ‘‘ With the Lord nothing is impossible,” 
says the priest; and “with the spirit nothing is impossible,” 
says the medium. I was born a Materialist, because my 
parents were Freethinkers. I could never believe in the 
i appearance of spirits, because there are none, We inherit 
from our parents the live warmth, and, with tender care, 
the little flame is kept growing, the electro-magnetic com- 
bination, with the phosphoretic substance of the brain, 
enlarging, till we see the spark. Notice the first idea in the 
young eyes; closely united, they grow up together, body 
and mind, or muscle and nerve, now and then disturbed by 
disease or weakness of old age; but when the body lays 
Cold, and the movements of the brain cease, we will wait 
for new thoughts in vain. We may as well wait for the 
spirit of our old broken reaper to do our harvesting as to 
wait for a new thought in a dead body. Great deeds will. 
liv in history, and great spirits liv in their books and writ- 


Lews E. CanDwELL, | ings; that is all the Spiritualism that I allow to exist. 


The Truth Seeker, March 20, 1680. — |. y 


_ Swinging round the globe? Now we all agree that this 
little earth has been able to produce mankind for one hun- 
dred million years, Will any one count the amount of 
human spirits now swinging, not to count the animal spirit 
at all, though it has the same right to swing as we hav? The 
air is thick with them, and we can’t help iahaling, in every 
breath, grandmothers and grandfathers of all the nations. 
Now, my Spiritual friends, what do you think about the 
appearance of the holy Virgin? No spirit has so great a 
right or cause as she, called on by hundreds of millions every 
hour, and her son worshiped by the same number of voices, 
Should not her mother-heart add to the glory of her son? 
' The only mistake is, she never shows herself to Infidels, 


on the shores of Central America. The Panama rock, and 
that of the Sandwich Islands, contain little or no marks of 
early life, through their volcanic and primitive condition. 
If the preachers would study the nature aod cau:es of the 
planet’s crust they would hav less to relate concerning the 
barbarous Bible and the ancient cannibal gods of Aia. 
Occasionally I will giv the friends something new. 
. Yours, Taos. Kingston. 


Let us lift the dreadful curtain, 
And attempt to count the cost. 
People in all worlds are free, 
Eating apples, fell—you see, 


Fallen worlds must all hav saviors 
To redeem them from their fall, 
That, by holy, good behavior, 
Faith and works may save them all; 
But the murderer and knave. 
Faith alone in Christ can save. 


All good Infidels are going 
Into everlasting bliss: 
But ungodly Christians flowlng . 
Through a bottomless abyss— 
Much against Jehovah’s will— 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Feb. 22, 1880 

EDITOR TRUTH BERKER, Dear Sir : I hav just been read- 
ing Bro. Bennett's '* Good Bye,” and am not ashamed t> 
acknowledge that tears are blinding me while writiag this: 


. and keeps out of the way of the police, and she ia stamped 
humbug. Will not every true and thoughtful man pass the 
same verdict? $ 

But what about your mediums with the dollar entree? 
They are certainly well-educated antrophognosts; they read 
by lineaments of the face the furrows that fate harrowed 
through our mind; read by our dim eyes the march of 
destiny that rolled over us; they hav interviewers at every 
hotel, street-car, and corner; they giv answers in general, 
and ‘‘ one Cap fits a thousand heads.” With all this help, 
they can produce now aud then an answer astonishing, 
oracular, that will make scores of believers. You hav ali 
seen performers of jugglery, Their acts sometimes seem 
really wonderful, impussible, until you see how they do it 
and what help they hav. It is nothiog then. Allow me one 
sample. The operator stepped forth from behind his 
counter, came before his audience with a big jug under his 
arm, and offered drinks to every one who choose; and so he 
did, every man proclaiming that he received what he re- 

“quired. Scores of drinks floated through the same hole. 
Only when one asked for buttermilk did the juggler hesitate. 
Seemingly there was no buttermilk spirit in that jar; but 
the man stood on his request and received his drink, but 
said he was not sure whether it was buttermilk or not. 
How easy is the producing of a phantom! You do the pre- 
paring yourself, and the spirit you want to see and hear 
stands home-made in your brain. Before a phantom appears 
on the stage, recollection of the days of childhood will 
üreamily overcome you, and you imagine you hear the 
voices of your dear ones, When it is your own or some one 
else'a whisper. i 

This oriental idea ot a dream-like existence in eternity, 
this longing for somethiag mysterious and unnatural; this 
clinging to the hope to liv forever, is it egoism? Why, oh 
why, won't you giv us rest after this life of sorrow and 
pain? Why disturb the peace of the tomb for the purpose 
of endless swinging in tne universe? But why do I write 
about rest? Dves not the substance of our body change all 
the time? Atoms of our former body are, maybe, growing 
in yon tree or in the rose-bush over the way. And it seems 
to be our duty to hav this body dissolved after ueath in the 
quickest way possible—by cremation, for instance—!o 
enable our atoms to join new life in nature’s household. 

A few weeks ago lread Mr. Bruce's letter about that 
skilful spirit so handy in opening locks, This brought me 
to write about Spiritualism. How easy Mr. Bruce was 
captured! Yet such a lock-opening spirit could be made 
very useful, The equalizstion of property, that is strongly 
advocated in some corners, can go on noiselessly by the 
help of sume rascal spirit in opening the safes; no drilling 
and thundering blasting any more; and the police will only 
Call it theft, not robbery, and comfort the equalizer accord- 
ingly. I hav taken too much of your time already. 

Very respectfully, Cas, Naumann. 


Hastines, MINN , Feb. 18, 1880. 


Eprror TRUTH SEEKER : Your paper is the brightest star f 


in our firmament for the diffusion of light over all errors, 
and for the advancement of our interest it has no equal. 
Although your enemies are legion and powerful in their evil 
designs to annihilate your business and freedom’s cause, yet 
they are frail in their efforts, being like the devil, divided 
against himself, that is, through the ignorance of the church 
militant. s 

There is a Rev. H. T. Miller in Chicago who wants to 
grind Mr. Iugersol! and the rest of the Infidels because they 


would not join his flock aad get shorn for the benefit of the 


saints and his brain made god. Jt would be much better for 
him to investiga'e the origin of what he preaches, and the 
nature of his vile nonsense, than to vilify his benefactors. 
It would relieve the preachers of their venom if they would 
go to Australia and see their brother natives not able to 
count their fingers, living on snails and grubs, and swallow- 
ing the Vermin of their own bodies, They could also see 
their brother natives similarly sltuated on the northwest 
coast of this country. What a godlike image they repre- 
sent! 'The more they could see of their animal habits the 
more they would seek after their origin, which would not 
be a very difficult task to perform, provided they were 
versed in geology. In the tropical islands, they could see 
them almost amphibious. Ia the South Pacific istands, I hav 
seen the natives one-third of their time in the water, show- 
ing clearly how man originated in the early hot seas, in a 
reptilian form. Those hot seas and lands were then the 

olar regions of oyr planet, which first cooled off, and gave 
birth to the early forms of life, while the torrid and temper- 
ate zones were then a yoleanic boiling commotion, and for 
ages after were not fit for any form of life. The cooling 
proceas, together with geologic changes and outgrowing 
conditions, bas driven man from his ancestral home to the 
different islands of the world. . 

The color of the different races was caused by the color of 
the land shore, where the parent stock dwelt in their am- 
phibious state. [a an old ocean deposit of gravel and 
marine shells in British Columbia, at the base of the Rocky 

ountains, close by Alaska, I dug up a well finished grain- 
Meshing stone implement from the depth of fifteen feet, and 
also petrified portions’ of gocoanut, showing that the place 
was tropical in the past, and digo “proving that the far 
North was populated before America existed. In Ireland 
I helped dig up 3 stoue hand-mill from an old ocean deposit 
of cemented tropical shell and gravel, twelve feet deep 
nroving that that part of the planet was peopled before 

ireland existed. I hav & piece of petrified cocoanut-tree 
poan T5 a quarry here in Dakota county, clearly show- 
ing that there rere groves of thet timber growing in this 
latitude before the present country existed, 4.3 the vrater- 
worn surface of this land is a-vast graveyard f old oGean 
inhabitants, the bowlder-stone on those prairies are nearly 
in Perel n, being transported by icebergs from ‘the shores 
j foree North in the last geologic chan, . in one con-| 
eel Y -I counted four smooth spherical surfaces, 
glomerate pebble I eogn ed | PA sand" 
One Within the other, the innér pebble being green sar 
stone, proving all changes correct through exc# uns ga 
in ages ancient day. Tne nearer we approach the poies the 
more indications of past life the rocks exhibit. In the sea- 
worn stone of Geelong plains, Australia, and meen gan ys 
New Zealand, I saw more remains of early life than leo 


scene, never to be forgotten. 


either Ingersoll or Graves. 


* He turned and left the spot; 
Oh, do not deem him weak, 
For dauntless was the soldier's heart, 
Though tears were on hls cheek. 


' Go watch the foremost ranks.’ he cried, 
* In daager's dark career, 
And know the hand most valiant there 
Has wiped away a tear, ” 


Dear Macdonald, I was first introduced to you and Bro. 
Bennett's faithful corps of assistants in your issue of August 
2, 1879, when the persecuted one was so rudely torn from 
you and taken to Albany. That was indeed asad parting 
I cannot express my admira- 
tion for the confidence he reposed in you, and the faithful 
and masterly manner in which you hav conducted the paper 
since our noble hero’s incarceration. 
you a debt of sincere gratitude, which they will be sure to 
pay to all who hav so faithfully performed their several 
May your usefulness, prosperity, and happiness al- 
ways increase; and may you, each and all, liv and die in 
the triumph of truth, good and worthy truth seekers, 

Books came duly to hand. I hav read them carefully 
through, and find no historical or philosophical errors in 
It is very clear that Christians 
never Can truthfully and successfully answer and confound 
Graves’ historical quotations. 

ositively and absolutely & plagiarism from paganism. 

his, in my mind, is a well sustained fact. 
soll’s philosophical arguments on the mistakes of Moses ever 
be refuted. Liberals are not apt to speak or write what 
cannot be sufficiently proved. 

‘Cook aud Comstock Cancer-Planters” was written in 
defense of him who is now most unjustly confined in prison 
and therefore cannot defend himself. How shockingly in- 
famous and unjust to strike and trample on a fallen foe ! 
No gentleman could stoop to such base degradation. 
but a Christian or a hypocritical Liberal could possibly be 
guilty of such cruel acts. How infinitely contemptible must 
that man be who, under the cloak of religion or spurious 
Liberalism, falseiy calls his fellow-man a *' cancer-planter"' 
or a libertine, simply because his humane brother cannot 
possibly believe all the myths, superstitions, and inconsis- 
tencies Which he, without sufficient proof and reason, igno- 
rantly subscribes to! Heis guilty of three great crimes— 
slander, falsehood, and persecution. 
and essence of Christianity and Liberal hypocrisy, the cause 
of all-the dreadful persecutions of all ages, an 
continue as long as x 

My. profound regards to the faithful corps of assistants, 
who hav so nobly performed their several parta. 
Please remember me to Bro. Bennett and wife. 
Most respectfully yours, E.N 


hristianity exists, 


COOK AND COMSTOCK CANCER-PLANTERS. 


Oook and Comstock hav got cancer 
On the brain und on the lungs— 
Got it bad, and cannot answer, . 
Only with deceitful tongues, 
Holy pair of new-born twins, 
Jesus pardoned all their sins. 


Cancer-planters, Cook and Comstock, 


Both distingui-hed Christian names; . 


Both are holy Christian pure stock; 
Both do play the Christian games; 
Both hav elongated face; 
Both to any cause disgrace. 


Their profession of religion 
Ts a cloak to hide their sins; 
.And their God a "' dove" or pigeon— 
Holy Ghost—here Ohrist begins. 
Both are pagan Christian tools; 
Both brought up in heathen schools. 


Though their God did die to keep them 
From decoying and from lles, 
God will let the devil eweep them 
In the flames, like swarms of files, 
Men of God, of cancer fame; 
Holy Christians, without shame. 


Oancer-planters, dupes, deceivers; 
Full of holiness and spite: 
Pious frauds, but good believers; 
Nude young harlots their delight. 
Holy hypocrites and frauda, 
Worshipers of pagan gods. 


Protestant reformers, duly 
Authorizad to persecute; 
Infidels despise them, truly. 
And their cruel creeds refute. 
* Gancer-planters !” they may shout, 
But their sins will find them out. 


Go ahead, dear cancer- planters, 
We will giy you truthful answers 


a dq never persecute ; 
As the Ohrigtians’ grand pursuit, 


d forgive those cancer-planters, . 
nis Whether heathen creeds believe; 
Cook and Comstock, great descanters, 

Tis their business to deceive. 

Gat their living preaching lies, 
Cancer-planters we despise, 


Y od himself at last did win 
God it satan here to sin." 


ng once was God’s amusement, 
Lii heaven above and here; 
s 8 the ancient fews’ amusement, 
'" .We in our time'think it queer 
* That Jehovah used tu fight. 
And in murder took detight, 


God and man are moral agents, 
And can any course'purgue, 
And will always be‘freé agents © 
Tf that war in heaven 1s (rues 
* Angels, devils, men, and alli 
Free to stand and free to falt, 
t Gook’s creed is true, tis certain 
I elat worlds like this aro lost, 


All true Liberals owe 


If not, then Christianity is 


Nor can Inger- 


This is the true spirit 


Hell with Christians soon must fill. 


Cancer-planters, do, tor God's sake. 
ow adopt a perféct plan. 
Oancer-planters, for your own sake, 
Hav some mercy if you can; . 
And if God his works disown, 
Qook and Comstoog mount his throne. NE 
D " 


Bemis Hieats, March 13, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: 1t would be exceedinly diffi- 
cult to confine language to myself in renderiag a thank. 
offering to you for your eighth letter from ‘‘ behind the 
bars,” as there are in this rural and thinly populated place 
other hearts and tongues than mine that express sympathy 
for you with increasing interest in your paper. Iam much 
pleased with the clear, logical, and comprehensive manner 
of dealing with the creature gods of this earth. Still we 
Continue to admire the propagandi and evolution of Jesus 
as in keeping with the genius of truth. Ia the language of 
Shakers, to whom Iam indebted for a short'and pieasing 

acquaintance with you, ‘'I thank you kindly." . 
Yours CHARLES PARRY, 
——  9— — — — 


Comstock Condemned. 


A Baptist minister writes the following sensible lettter to 
the Tribune concerning Comstock and his ways: 


Sır: Asa citizen, a taxpayer, and a clergyman, having a 
numerous. parish, I wish to protest against the work of 
Anthony Comstock and his associates. I protest against his 
lottery raids because they are heartless and persecuting. 
Clerks and buyers are locked: up under oppressive laws, en- 
acted because of a popular prejudice. I hold that the best 
cure for lottery gambling is to let buyers sicken of .the husi- 
ness just as outsiders do of stock buying, by reaping a crop 
of disappointment. At any rate do not tell us that the 
United States mails are to be invaded by spies. There ig 
neither morality nor honesty in seizing money in lottery 
offices. To giv it to the poor, savors of the method of old- 
time Eaglish footpads who robbed from the rich and gained 
safety by subsidizing the poor. 

I protest against the whole system of spies and the lyin 
thereby enacted. It is a disgrace to try to commit the hua 
to these methods. If it be a crime to appeal to the cupidity 
of the wicked, and cheat them under promise of gain in in- 
vesting in lotteries, etc., is it not equally a crime to appeal 
to the cupidity of the wicked by pretending to be a bona fide 
buyer of a ticket only to lead the seller to ruin? 

I protest against the pretentious and futile raids on disrep- 
utable houses which only disturb public morality by lifting 
the curtain and dropping it after the innocent hav seen. 
Well might a fallen woman say, '' They raid us or they tell 
us to leave our business. If we promise to reform Christians 
pray over us, sing to us; out of meetings, shun us, We get 
only hymns, slights, and hunger. Our associates in sin and 
death are our only true friends. To leave our present life is 
only. drudgery or hunger. There is no way for a fallen 
Woman to get up and back.” 

Why is not some method devised to stop the fall before- 
hand, and to recover the weak girl by offering her a home 
and work such as she could do, such as she did before the 
fall? She tries to reform, and nine cases out of ten she is 
asked go to heavy domestic service to compete with the 
braway Irish emigrant, 

I protest against the law and the proceedings under them 
of Anthony Comstock, wherein he attempts to regulate and 
prohibit the sale of certain things hitherto commended by 
prudent physicians 88 harmless and yet invaluab'e to sickly 
and overburdened mothers. I am aware of the fact that 
some of those who hav favored these prohibitions buy snd 
use what they denounce. Common sense is a jewel, and 
there ought to be laws, if we are going to invade the privacy 
of homes, to discourage the bringing into existence of weak- 
lings ; also to guard the mothers from burdens that prevent. 
them for caring for the children they hav, 

Finally, I protest against the obscene so-called ** exhibi- 
tions" given by the said Comstock. Hundreds of clergy- 
men, deacons, and other men hav been invited to see the 
tools, pictures, and such things that this man has forcibly 
taken from the owners. Nor only hav these degrading 
things been frequently shown to large gatherings of men, 
but scores hav been invited to private views. There showa 
hav been given frequently for years. ‘The elect " behold 
them! The pretense is that this will awaken publio opin- 
ion against them. Very wel. Let us hold to the line, 
If gathering men to look at them will make them hate them 
let us hav them on sale for men everywhere. | deem the 
whole thing impertinent folly ; as a remedy, shabby ; in 
the light of justice, dishonesty aud fraud ; 1n the line of 
government, tne setting up of a dangerous precedent, and 
the establishing of principles that undermine our liberty 
and put us back toward despotism. 


A NEW York Pastor, 
New York, Feb. 12, 1880. 
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Go West, Young Man ; Go West ! | 


To THE EDITOR or Tar TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: ln a few 
weeks [ am to make a practical application of Horace 
Greeley’s advice, and go West. I shall make a trip through 
New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Iowa, Those who desire lectures by me will do well to put 
themselves in communication with me soon, as I wish to 
employ all my time while,away until my return. It not 
unfrequently happens that parties desire lectures of me 
when { am nof far away from their localities, but having 
my time engaged ahead I am not able to comply with their 
wishes. It is a great deal better for both lecturer and peo- 
ple to make arrangements for lectures some weeks ahead. 
For terms address W. S. BELL, 
8 4th street, New Bedford, Mass. 


QUR own opinion is never wrong, į 
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Toleration. 
BY ANNIE E, DE FRIESE. 
Though we cannot agree in opinion, 
Without hate, for the right let's be strong, . 
For hate is too often the minion 
Or the powerfulally of wrong. 


While the truth we never should smother, 
. To this wo should all be agreed: 
'H^ who sees no good in another 
Is a self-righteous bigot indeed. 


While with error we make fierce contention. 
How much better the world would become 

‘If discussion would pause a‘ dlssension 
And partisan malice ba dumb! 


ROS We 
The Doctrine of Total Depravity. 


A PREACHMENT. 


** The church bell, which elsewhere calls peo- 
pls to worship God, calls them together in 
Scotland to listen to à preachment.—7saac Tay - 

or. 5 
His text was one that gave him room 

To fume, and fulminate. and make 
The house of God a house of gloom, 

In which to make the sinner quake. 

Corruption was the theme of it, 
And hell the lurid gleam of it. 


Mankind, he preached, were poisoned through, 
Corrupt without, corrvpt within, 
Black was the universal hue. 
"In short,” said he. “the rock of sin 
Onevery side has wrecked you all, 
Moral ‘and intellectual.” 


He proved each man from head to foot 
A mass of putrefying sore. 
Thoughts festering ina heart ofsoot, 
Bin oozing out at every pore; 
The body and the soul of us, 
The devil had the whole of us. 


Ho loved his theme, 'twas clear enough, 
For all the rottenness and dirt 
And rank defilement of the stuff, 
One felt he had the thing at heart. 
He hugged it so and handled it, 
And dressed it up and dandled it, 


Then plunging past the gates of death 
Ho mixed the sinner's awful cup, 
Till hot and red he stopped for breath, 
And mopped the perspiration up. 
If terror could refashon us, 
He did not spare the lash on us. 


I saw him whan his task was done, 
His gown and morals packed away; 
His deep self-satisfaetion won; 
His reeking supper on thetray; 
Aud looking through the smoke of it, 
"T was then I sa: the joke of lt. : 


The pious wrath, the wordy run. 
From practiced mouth too glibly poured, 
Which makes us feel that we hav done 
Some special service for the Lord, 
Ob, the deceiving seed of it! 
Tae tongue without the deed of it. 


W. S. Bell’s Lectures. 


1. Thomas Paine. 
2. Jesus Christ. 


1. Hell, and Persecution. 

9. What Has Freethought io Of- 
fer in Place of Christianity ? 

3. Revivals of Religions, 


PRESS NOTICES. - 


Fa is a good speaker, a perfect gentleman, 
a scholar, and well acquainted with the subjects 
Ou, which he speaks.-ONE OF HIS AUDIENCE, 
in "Ipswich Chronicle.” : 


Mr. Bellis a profound thinker and an elo- 
quent speaker. His points are clear and dis- 
tinct, and he does not fail to convince—" Hull’s 

rucible.” 


Mr. Bell is a gentleman of fine scholarly at- 
tainments and a very pleasing speaker.—''Ban- 
ner of Light.” 


Mr. Boll is a pleasing speaker, polite to óppo- 
nents, but. of course, radical in his views.— 
"' Marietta Register.” 

Bro. Bell is a first-class speaker, and handles 
his subjects in a masterly manner.—WMns. FRANK 
KoEBNE, in ‘‘ Boston Investigator.” 

He is a gentleman of recognized superior 
ability not only as a public speaker, but in the 
use of his pen.—'" New Bedford Signal.” 


For terms, etc., address 
W. S. BELL, 
No. 73 Fourth St., New BEDFORD, Mass. 


CHANCE: The Commoner.’ 


The most Radical, Anti- Ring, Anti-Clique, 
Anti-Monopolistic Greenback-Labor Paper 
in the world. Published weekly, $1.50° per 
year. 

Bland's "Life of D, F. Butler,” oneof the most 
readable books ever written. Over 200 pages; 
price, 50 cents, . Wo send the " Life of Butler” 
and the * Commoner ? three. months, to any 
address, for 50 cents. Address. 

MOSES HULL & OO., 
ats 46 School Bt., Boson. Mass. 


J. WM. VAN NAME, M.D., 


PHYSICIAN AND PSYCHOMETRIST, 
Pembroke, Genesee County, N. Y, 


Examinations made from lock of hair, $1.00: 
state full name and age, Psycomotric reading 
of character, $1.00. Six questions answered, 
$1.00. Magnetized remedies for all diseases. 
Will answer calis to lecture before temperance 
societies, Liberal Leagues, Spiritualist soci. 
eties, and ‘attend conventions, funerals, etc., 
within reasonable distance of home, on moder- 
ate terms. 4t9 


VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 


“| physician, and the most successful, as his. 


practice will prove. 

Cures all forms of Private, Chronic, and: 
Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and | 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and, 
other causes, producing some of the fol-: 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions. by dreams), Dimness 
o Bight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, | 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Society of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas. Loss of Sexual Pow- } 
er, etc., etC.. rendering marriage improper or: 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the : 
Doctor’s latest and grestest medical discovery. ; 
and which he has 80 far prescribed -for this: 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of i 
them were in 2 terribly shattered condition 3 
had been in the Insane asylums, many had i 
Falling Sickness— lite; others upon the verge: 
of Consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly abie to take care of 
themselves. , 
Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- | 
eared from the system. Gonorrhea, Gleet, ; 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cures. All diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhea, 
ete., treated with equal success. . 

v is self-evident that a physician who, like | 
Dr. R. P. Fellows. pays special attention to a 
certain class of diseases, and treating_thou- 
sands annually, acquires great skill. Physi- 
cians knowing this tact recommend persons to ! 
his care. Consultations personally or by letter | 


.| free and Invited. Charges reasonable and cor- 


respondenca strictly confidential. 


HIS PRIVATE CIRCULAR | 


Sent to any address, giving full information in 
regard to his External Application, and con- 
taining cures sworn to before a magistrate, 
which is positive and convincing testimony to. 
the Doctor’s great skill. Inclose two three-cent 
stamps and address as above. i 

ELnMINA DRAKE BEENKER writes: “Mr. Slenker 
has been under his (Dr. Fellows) care for some 
months; is being treated by him for partial 
deafness and chronic catarrh, both of which in- | 


flrmities seem gradually yielding to the doc- 
tor’s remedies. There is no warmer friend to. 


progress and mental freedom among ali the/f. 


readers of our beloved TRUTH BERKER than! 
good Dr. Fellows. and if you are afflicted with 
any of the thousand ills that flesh '1a heir to, I 


hope you will oneand all giv our Liberal friend | that the Christ of the 


jan opportunity to make you well again—to 
render the physical casket a fit receptacle for 
the jewel of the mind. which is THE ALL that’ 
makes us what we are and renders us worthy of 
the love, admiration, and respect of our kind.” 


LECTURES OF 


Rk. G. INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION. 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures.” 
Contents,—''The Gods,” “Humboldt,” “Thos. | 


Paine,” “Individuality,” “ Heretics and Her- 
esies.” Price, 50 cents. 


f 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and. 
other Lectures.” 


CoNTENTS.—'' The Ghosts.” " Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Child," " Declaration of Independ- 
ence,” " Farming in Illinois,” ‘Speech at Cin- 
cinnati,” “The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream,” Price 50 cents. 


Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. ` 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 

Imperial, or large size. .... -.... 40 cents. 

Photo, or card size... © 20 cents. 

Life-size lithograph, 91x91. ....- 50 cents. 


Postage pald, 


Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
- 441 Eighth St, New York. 
Third Annual Congress 
OF THE 
National Liberal Leagu 
HELD AT p 
Cincinnati, Ohio, ' 


Beptember 13 and 14, 1879. 


Contains Speeches made and Letters read, 
also list of Liberal Leagues, Officers for 1879-80. 
ork of the Convention, Constitution of the 
League, Howto form Auxlliaries; Reports of 
Officers, eto. ME 

Price, 35 cents; fivé for a dollar, 
D. M, BENNETT, 


141 Eighth Street. New York city. 


JUST ISSUED. 


AFREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing neariy 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Ohronie Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice, It con- 


tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly |. 


all the chronic ills to whichthe human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending er Sod oes 
&three-cent stump to pay cost of mailing. 
MURBAX HILL PUBLISHING 00o 

139 East 26th Street, N, X, 


Ge Truth Seeker, March 20, 1880. 


un 
| 
Pr 


The Truth Seeker 
ERES 


$12.00 Worth of Liberal Reading | 


for $4.50. Containing $836 
Large Pages. A Full 


RECORD OF LIBERALISM FOR 


A YEAR. 


Has more Liberal reading; matter 
than a half dozen ordinary $2 books. 
Lectures, Essays, Scientific Articles, 
Liberal News and Notes, Proceedings 
of Liberal Conventions during th 
year. Also 


THE TRIAL OF D. M. BENNETT. 


Full account of the Arrest, Con- 
viction, and Sentence. 


‘ Articles and Lectures by Ben-. 
| nett, 


Ingersoll, Putnam, Bell, 
Jamieson, Underwood, Leland, 
Mrs. Slenker, Bradford, Green, 
Parton, Andrews, Wakeman, 
Palmer, Chapman, and hosts of 
other clear-headed, able Liberals. 


Sent Post-paid, in Cloth, for $4.50. 
Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Highth street. N. Y. 


Revelations of Antichrist 


‘CONCERNING 
Christ and Christianity. 


“This volume gives us mountains of evidence 
ible was never ‘born, 

never crucified. never died. . . It contains 
more deep researches into the far back pages 
of antiquity than any volume ever_read. 
ANTICHRIST proves from historv that James 
Kepha ‘Cephas, alias Peter),and Paul, all lived 
before the Ohristian era, and so did Jesus 
Ohrist—indeed, many Christs and many by the 
name of Jesus, . . In my precious collection 
of Liberal works I hav placed this last valuable 
acquisition first and foremost of all.” . 

i . ELMINA D. SLENKER. 

The book contains 446 pages. witn:a very full 


Index and table of contents. Price. $200. 


LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


Thomas Paine, F. E, Abbot, : 
Paine's Bust. Frothingham, . 
Paine’s Monument, Wendell Phillips, 


Voltaire, erson, 
Rousseau, Garrison, - 
Humboldt, Henry Bergh. - 
Goethe, Peter Cooper, 
Schiller, B. Burt, : . 
Aug. Comte. B, P. Andrews, 
Heine, Walt Whitman. 
Alex. Fone. Froude, ; 
John Milton, Max Muller, 
oldsmith, Warren Chase.] : 
Bhelley, Jas. Parton, | 
Byron. Wm. Denton; 
Burns, Dr. Slade, 
Washington, A.J. Davis, 
Franklin. Foster, 
Jefferson, J. M, Peebles, 
John Ádams, rances Wrigh! 
J. Q. Adams, E. V. Wilson, 
Madison, . L. Henderson, 
Jackson. Prof. Fiske, | 
Lincoln, Fred Douglas., 
Lincoln's Monument. N. P. Banks, ; 
Gerrit Smith ‘ P, V, Nasby, ' 
Henry O. Wright. eecher, 
J. S. Mill, Tilton, 
Sumner, Moulton, ; 
Edgar A. Poe. G. W, Curtis. ` 
Greeley, Th. Nast, : 
Oastellar, J. G. Bennett, 
Tennyson, Chas, A. Dana, 
Darwin Phoebe Carey, 
Tyndall, Alice Careg. ES 
H. Spencer, lizabeth O, Btantoz , 
Huxley, usan B. Anthony. 
j| Proctor, Lucy Btone, 
raper, Julia Ward Howe, 
radlaugh, Chas. Cheney, 
Holyoake, Paulina Davis, 
ingersoll. Mary F. Davis, 
Underwood, Emma H, Britten 
endum, Lizzie Fowler, 
Seaver, Mrs, Slenker, 
L. Colby, Susan H. Wixon. 
Dr. H: . M. Bonne 
Judge J. W. Edwards. W.B. Bell. 
Lizzie Doten. J. C. Bundy. 
Mrs. J. Conant. 8. 8. Jones. 
Dr. Mary E. Walker Asa K. Butts, 
(full Apure). iW. F. Jamieson. 
Geo. Francis Train, Kersey Graves. 


and hundreds o? others, including generals, 
statesmen, poets, actors, actresses, ete. at 10 
cents each singly, or eleven for one dollar. 
Neat Albums, mail, to hold 80 photos.. 
60 cts., to hold 60. i 


80. d 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth St, New York. 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LECITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 

A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 

This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER., It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 


edy Was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
e teaching of the Bible. i 
BENNET 


ice 10 cents, D. M. T, 
M 141 Eighth Btreet.N, Y. Oltv. 


THE MARTYRDOM. OF MM, - 


A Compendium of Universal History 


BY WINWOOD READE. 
SECOND EDITION. 


Large clear type, toned paper, broad mar- 
gins, extra cloth, 12mo, 543 pp., $1.75, 


Mr. Reade's historica! survey of the world of 
nature and man, marvelous as it is, in its mul- 
titude of details. in its comprehensive sweep, . 
in its terse, splendid paragraphs, in its ovi- 
dence of wide and careful reading, and its gen- 
eral accuracy, gives theimpression of a reading 
as immense as that of Hume, Gibbon, or of ` 
Buckle. 1 


ExTRACT.— The good in this world predom- 
inates over the bad; the good is ever in^reas- 
ing, the bad is ever diminishing, But,if God is 
ove, why is there any bad at all? Is the world 
like a novel, in which the villains are put in to 
make it more dramatic, and in which virtue 
only triumphs in the third volume? It is cer- 
tain that the feelings of the created hav in no 
way been considered. If, indeed, there werea 
judgment-day, it would be for man to appear at 
the bar, not as a criminal, but as an accuser, 
What has he done that he should be subjected to 
& life of torture and temptation? God might 
hav made us all happy, and he has made us 
miserable. Is that benevolence? God might: 
hav made us all pure, and he has made us all 
sinful. Is that the perfection of morality? I? 
I believed. in this man-created God, in this 
divine Nebuchadnezzar, I would say, You can 
make me livin your world, O Creator, but you 
cannot make me admire it; you can load me 
with chains, but'you cannot make me flatter 
you; you can send me to hell-fire, but you can- 
not obtain my esteam. And if you condemn me, 
you condemn yourself. If I hav committed 
sing, you invented them, which is worse. Ifthe 
watch you hav made does not go well, whose 
fault is that ? Is it rational to damn the wheels 
and the springs ? 


AUTHORITIES.—On Egypt, Wilkinson, Rawlin- 
son’s Herodotus, Bunsen; Ethiopia or Ab- 
yssinia, Bruce, Baker. Lepsius; Carthage, Hee- . 
ren’s African Nations, Niebuhr. Mommsen; 
East Africa, Vincent’s Periplus, Gulliain, 
Hakluyt Society’s Publications; Moslem Af- 
rica (Centra!) Park, Caille. Denham and Clap- 
perton, Lander, Barth, Ibn Batuta, Leo Afri- 
canus; Guinea and South Africa, Azurara, 
Barros, Major, Haklüyt Purchas. Livingstone, 


Assyria, Sir H. Rawlinson, Layard; Indla, 
Max Muller, Webber; Persia, Heerevs’ Asiatic 
Nations; Central Asia, Burnes, Wolff, Vambery ; 
Arabia. Niebuhr, Caussin de Perceval, Sprenger, 
Deutsch, Muir, Burckhardt, Burton. Palgrave: 
Palestine, Dean Stanley, Renan, Dollinger, Spi- 
noza, Robinson, Neander. . 


Greace, Grote. O. Meller. Curtius, Heerens. 
Lewes, Taine, About, Becker’s Charicles; Rome,: 
Gibbon, Macaulay, Becker’s Gallus; Dark Ages, 
Hallam, Guizot, Robertson, Prescott, Irving; 
Philosophy of. History, Herder. Buckle, Comte, 
Lecky, Mill Draper; Science, Darwin, Lyell, 
Herbert Spencer, Huxley, Tyndall, Vestiges of 


| Creation, Wallace, Tylor, Lubbock. 


It ig really a remarkable book, in which uni. 
versal history is '' boiled down” with surprising . 
skill.?—Literary World. 


You turn over his pages with a fascination 


| similar to that experienced in reading Wash. 


ington Irving.—Inter- Ocean, — 


His history has a continuity a rush, 8 carry» 
ing power, which reminds us strikingly of Gib- 
bon.—New Haven Palladium. i 


The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the: 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has a style that reminds us of Macau- 
lay,—Penn Monthly. 


We could scarcely hav supposed it possible for 
any writer, however gifted, to put into one vol- 
‚ume, reasonable in size and price, so much reli- 
able information, sound logic, and inspiring 
thought.—Literary Review. m 


Nathaniel Vaughan, 
^A NOVEL. 


By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, © 


Author of ** The Iliad of the East,” *' Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 


Power, eloquence, and originality character- 
ize '' Nathaniel Vaughan ” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novela.—Zilustrated Lon- 
don News. 


An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such ag | 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition, 
with & sound moral expressed,though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas.— Westminster Review. 


D, M, BENNETT, Publisher. 141 Eighth St. N.Y, 
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THE RELIGION OF 


` 


“BELIEVE OR 


THEOLOGY AT WORK. 


OPEN LETTER TO THE ST, JOHNS SCHOOL BOARD, 


. BY M. BABCOCK. 
SUPERSTITION OF TO-DAY, AND THE DARK, DARK SUPER- 
STITION OF THE PAST. 


This book contains an inspired PHOTOGRAPH of the GOD that’s being worshiped 
at the expense of the district in our public schools ; the God that *' overshadowed” Mary; 


OX ON. 


RAVI 


«GuNIVG A4 


the God that’s wanted in the Constitution; the gentleman that owns some three billion dol- 
lars’ worth of untaxed church property ; the ‘‘so-help-me " God that makes a lie the truth 


jn court ; the God that’s governors besought 
This picture is worth the price of the book. 
Price 25 cents. For saleby D. M. 


to stop the yellow fever, which he didn’t do. 


BENNETT, 141 Eighth street, New York. 


ANDREW STONE, Wi.D.,| CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Physician for the Last Twenty-three 
Years .to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
gienic Institute, Founder of the 
. . New Magnetic College, and’ 

„Author of ''The New 
Gospel of Health,” 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmonary 
onsumption, Asthma, Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 
Diphtheria, Catarrh, and all diseases of the air 
s, by inhalation of his system of cold or 
edicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach from being 
perverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 
een the praetice'of antiquated systems. 


By this. WONDERFULLY PERFECTED sys- 
tem, patients are successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
out the necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
` ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by®ex- 
press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—base 

n the first place, upon & searching DIAGNOSIS 
of each case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning’s urine (urinary Sanguinis). showing 
the condition of the blood, or, phones ex- 
amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 
both,as may be deemed essential, where per- 
sonal presence is not had. 


FEES,—For the first month, $15, ineludin 
analysis and diagnosis; or $35 for a course o 
three months’ treatment, securing inhaler, with 
whichever one of the following inhaling vapors 
is found to be needed, viz, The Balm, The 
Tonic, The Expectorant, The Anti-Asthmatio, 
The Anti-Hemorrhagic, The Anti-Septic, The 
Magnetic Blood. Also, with effectual reme- 
dies for Cough, for NightSweats; Vital Tonics 
Magnetic Embrocations and Plasters for relief 
of Pain and Soreness, and every medicament, 
magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to each 
patient, Thousands of patients are thus an- 
nually successfuily treated at their own homes 
that are not: personally attended, because, un- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are eon- 
Btantly deputed in each case. bringing about 
wonderful visible effects, 


Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Urinology, iin Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 

. gressive physicians that cannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 

The art of healing taught in this College com- 
bines the science of Animal and Vital Magnet- 
ism, Medicated Electricity, Equalizing and Ad- 

justing the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 

using into the Blood and Brain an ervous 
System Vital Force by Impartation and Indue- 
tion of Psychic Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers. 


The vitalizing magnetic power of healing by 
Sun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
of effete matter by cutaneous secretion. The 
doctrine taught at this College is emphatically 
to construct, to build up, to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 

Analysis and full report of case made for $5,. 
independent of any treatment. 
transmitted frée'of all expense to the Institu- 
Hon, and stamps for return answers must be 
inclosed in all cases, or no reply will be made, 


Address, ANDREW Brong, M. D., Con- 
` gulting and Attending ue E Bowery 
Place, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y. 17 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
Davs in Athens. 


Being the Translation of a Greek Mss dis- 
covered in Herculaneum. 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Containing a copy of the head of Epicurus 
Price 1s cents, For saleby. — — 


ENNETT 
317 E, 1th Street, Now York, 


Packages | 1 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the. 


Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the:various causes, physical and social, leadin 
to them are plainly treated P that plainbst 0 
books, PLAIN HOME TAL EMBRACIN 
MEDICAL. COMMON BENSE — neariy 1.000 
De es, 200 illustrations -by DH. E. B. 


resged. 
In its issue for January 19, 15 Mr Bonnette 
Q 


with all the assurance that knowledge imparts, 


by mail FREE, 
tion. by mail, postage prepaid, ouly $1.50. Con- 
tents table free. AGENTS WANTED. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY,. 

` 129 East 28th Btreet, New York. 


6 to $20 Lr ey STIN- 


SON & 00 Pariland Malna 1 


$606 a week in your own town. Terms and 
$5 outfit free. Address H. HALLETT & 
QO.. Portland, Maina, 1y21 


$12 A WEEK. $12a day at home easily made. 
$ Outfit free. Address TauE & Co., Augusta, 
Maine $ - 1v2l 


JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES" 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 


clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
midalta, containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 


$1.25. 


This book contains the prinoipal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against, the Pentateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 

hlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 

neorrect, fliled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
ts facts and logic, inimitable in its style, and 


filled with wit, satire, eloquence, uuu pathos. 


. Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size, price $2.50. 

Smail Busta, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for’ 
shipment. Every admirer Of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Samony,. the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or large size . . . . 40 cents 

Photo or card size "ie ee ee 20 " 

Life. sizo Lithograph.21x27 . . . 560 ” 
Postage paid. 


D. M, BENNETT, 
14 BIQATE ȘT.. New Yours, 


The Truth Seeker, March 20, 1880. 


-| ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. 


FROM. 


BEHIND THE. BARS, 


A SERIES OF LETTERS 
3 WRITTEN BY 


D. M. BENNETT: 


WHILE IN PRISON IN 


LUDLOW-STREET JAIL. 


SHOWING THE 


Injustice of his Mock Trial and 
the Meanness of his Perse- 
cutors, with Reports ofa 
Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
Europe and in 
this Country. 


ALSO GIVING A 
Suceinct Account of the 
Thousands of Christian Perse- 
eutions that hav Taken Place in 
the. Centuries Gone. The Cruelties 
which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
which is added some of 


MR. BENNETT’S 
LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 


PENITENTIARY. 


.650 pp, L2mo, with steel plate engraving 
of the author. Price, $1.50. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book ! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 


& The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


eal Gun. 


By KznRsEY Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Joan T. Perry's “ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One." Two huudred 
and twenty-four errors.are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Oincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, aud one of the best historical 
scholars.ot the age in the orthodox ranka, His 
work isa review ot Kersey Graves'" Bixteen 
Orueifled Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity andthe Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and anrwered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry's 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by oue, and arrays them againet each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their eross-examinntion not 
oniy contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selves, put condemn each other, showing somo 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn ' state’s eyi- 
dence" againet him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 


world an amount of historical teatimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwheim- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dores illustrative. of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, "A thunder-blast. 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a.zreuse spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
The 
work comprises about 200 pages. 
ice, paper, 75 centa; cloth $1. 


rice, 
For saleby D. M. BENNETT, 


LOVE AND TRANSITION; 
AN EPIC AND ARGUMENT. 


190 Pages well bound, . » « $1.00. 


WOMAN’S WAY OUT: 


Thirty-five Essays on Dress . 10eents. 


PROGRESS vs. FASHION: 


Full Essay on Dress,10 cts. post paid. from 
this office. 


Six Lectures on Astronomv. 


By Prov. RICHARD A. PROCTOR. 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city,in the winter of 1875-6,and were re 

orted honographicall expressly for THE 

BUTH JEEKEE by Miss M. B. Gonteharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever de~ 
livered by Professor Proctor. and oughtto be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents, 


The titles of the Lectures are: 


I, Growth of Worlds 
IL Life and Death of Worlds. 
HL Other Worlds than Ours. 
IV. Other Suns than Ours. 
Y. The Great Mysteries of tho Universe, 
‘Religion and Astronomy, 


D. M, BENNETT, 141 Eighth st, B. Xe 


This reature of the work is really | M.D. 


from many of tbe ablest authorities of the |p 


EPITOME 
OF THE 


Positive Philosophy 
AND . 
RELIGION $ HUMANITY. 


THIRD EDITION, with CHART and INTRO- 
DUCTION. By T. B. WAKEMAN, Esq, 
Just out, Príce, 25 cents. 


THE | 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Justout. By 

OOURTLANDT PALMER, 


Price, 25 cents. 


The Bible of To-day. 


zn JOHN w: CHADWICK, minister of 
the Secon nitarlan Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
This is undoubtedly one of the most HEARE 
and truthful works that has ever been written 
on the Bible, andis the first book in the English 
language that gives an accurate account of ago, 
origin, and character of the various books com- 
posing the Jewish Scriptures, The work is 
candid, learned, and eminently free from preju- 
dice and bitterness. The author conaulied 
largely Kuenen, Robertson, Baur, Ewald, Zel- 
ler, Davidson, J. H. Allen, Matthew Arnold, 
Qolenso, Knappert, | Reville Nicholas, Oort 
Hooykaas, Noyes, Milman, DeWette, Westcott, 
J. J, Taylor, E. H. Sears, Renan, R. Hanson, Dr. 
J. Muir, Keim, Schenkel, Dean Btanloy, Jowett, 
R. W. Greg," Emanuel Deutsch, Tregelles, Co» 
querel, Mackay, Neander, Alger, Prof. Fisher, 
&ud others, It is suċh a digest of all the reliable 
authorities on the Bible as can no where else 
ba found. Ho wighas to k 

very person who wishes to know the whole 
truth about the old Jewish Seriptures shoald 
send for thia volume. Prina $1.60. 

D. M. BENNETT, 141 sth 8*., N. Y. 


KNOW THYSELF! 


[ee untold miseries that re- 
sult from fuüdiseretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. ‘hose who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medicai work nub- 
ished by tba PEABODY MED. 
aL INSTITU, Boan, 
intitled T'he Science of Life; 
ovr, Self Preservation. Ex. 
nervous and physica) debliity, 


fime d M 
hausted vitality, 
or vitality impaired by tha errors of youth or 100 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 
Two hundredtb edition, revised and enlarced, 
just published, [tis a standard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded agold and jaweled medal by ihe Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains bevutt- 
ful and very expensive engravings, Vuree 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable proe 
Beriptions for all forms of prevalllag digeuse, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, aither one of which 1a worth 
ten times the price ofthebook, Bound in French 
cloth : orice only $1, sont by mat! Dost-paid, 
The London Lancet says: “No person should 
bé without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 
An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cants for postage. 

by 

E. 


permiscion to JOS. S. 
1. P. INGRAHAM, vice- 
M.D.; 0,8 GAUNTT 


The author refers 
FISHER, President; 
Presideut; W, PAIN 

;H.J. DOU 


Philadeiphia; also Hon. P. A. BIBSELL, M.D., 
resident of tha National Medical Association. 
Address Dr. W. H. PAR- 

KER, No.4Buifinch street, HEAL 

Boston, Mass, The author 

may be conauitod on all de 
segre gskiil and ex- 

perience. THYSELF 

THE 
BIBLE OF BIBLES: 
a 
OR . 
TWENTY-SEVEN 
í ` , 
DIVINE REVELATIONS, 
CONTAINING 
ALSO A DELINEATION OF THE OHARAQ- 
TER OF THE 
e s 
Principal Personages of the 
CHRISTIAN BIBLE, 
AND AN 
Examination of their Doctrines, 
BY KERSEY GRAVES, 
Author of “The World’s Sixe 
teen Crucified Saviors,” and 
“Biography of Satan.” 

The ground gone over by Mr. Graves 
in the course of this new work is simply age 
tounding, and the literary labor performed is 
worthy of receiving the approximate re- 
ward of an extensive reading at the hunds of 
the publie. In the sixty-six chapters into 
which the book is divided, almost every ques- 
tion of interest which arises in the mind at the 
mention of tho word BIBLE is considered in 
that straightforward style which has mae the 
yolumes of Mr. Graves so extensively sought 
after. 

Oloth, large 19mo., 440 pp. Price, $2.00, 
postage free. 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Sth St. New York, 


Wine od 
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Gems of Thought. 


=a 


Iv is well known that heseldom livs frugally 
who livs by chance. Hope is always liberal, 
and they that trust her promises make little 
scruple of reveling to-day on the profits of to- 
morrow.—Dr. Johnson. : 


You Ohristians tell us of "glad tidings of 
éternallife,"but we know nothing of sueh in- 
comprehensibles as “eternal lives." Every 
life we hav any knowledge of has had a begin- 
ning, and has either already ended or is ap- 
proaching & visible end. Allthe gods, even. die 
and are no more. Yours isin his death agonies, 
and vain is ail the skill of the D.D.’sin his ba- 
half. His fate is sealed. No power in all the 
universe can save him. The past to us is only 


` the primer of our childhood. We hav learned 


its lessons, profited by its teachings ; but we 
must go on beyond it. We must stand upon its 
shoulders and look over newer and brighter 
landscapes. We must keep on climbing up, and 
not let a book tie us down and bea clog to our 
progress. Every age makes its pretenses and 
promises. but each succeeding age sees brighter 
and better ones ahead.—_Mrs. E. D. Slenker. 


How easily an end could be put to religious 
dissensions that divide the world, to sectarian 
disputes, to the bitter qnarrels that provoke 
lying and slander, and justify, or seem to war- 
rant, meanness unspeakable! In Turkey the 
Mohammedan oppresses the Ohristian ; in Eng- 
land the Ohristian ostracizes the Jew; in Amer- 
ica the Ohristian will hav nothing to do with 
the Buddhist or Chinese. Turn the tables. 
How would the Christian like to be persecuted 
as he persecutes? How would the Turk like 
being oppressed as he oppresses? ... . Sup- 
pose the Atheists were in power. Would not 
Theists feel that they hava right to be repre- 
Bented as human beings? Fair play on all sides 
would instantly change the tone of tha religious 
press, which is a disgrace to Ohristendom to- 
day, . . Hach religion would simply hav 
to remember that itis but one; that other faiths 
hav an equal right; that we are all under equal 
laws; that we all hav a claim to equal privl- 
leges.— 0. B. Frothingham. 


Never be angry with any person merely be- 
cause his opinion is not your opinion; never 
be angry because you cannot’ persuade him to 
change his opinion; and, above all, never do 
him any injury or hesitate about doing him any 
good because his opinion and yours are differ- 
ent, Nobody ean believe what he likes, however 
he may try to do 80; at all events, if he hears all 
that is to be said on all sides of a question. 
Still less can anybody believe according to the 
likings of others. When you doubt, inquire. 
In your own opinion, seek nothing but truth, 
because truth, after all, isthe great thing. In 
your conduct to others, be guided by the rule 
that you should never cause useless pain. In 
the minds of the best men there is, always has 
been, and always, perhaps, will be, much differ- 
ence of opinion as to what is true, but every- 
body knows and feels what is kind; and truth 
itself is most likely to be found when it is 
sought for by tolerance and benevolence.—Boew- 
ring. 


Some persons pray for their daily bread. it is 
true, and some do not; but every one, without 
exception, either works for it himself, or gee 
cares the services of some of his fellow-men, 
He who would wish to secure a fortune orto 
learn a language. and content himself with 
praying that God would transfer stock to him, 
or pour down the gift of tongues, would be de- 
cided as insane. If you ask a man whether he 
would rely upon petitions to heaven for the 
accomplishment of any definite earthly wish 
the incongruity of the means to the end appears 
then so glaring that he thinks you are ridiculing 
him, although the language employed may be 
the gravest and most decorous. He will pray 
either for objects which he is sureto obtain with 
or without prayer, such as his daily bread, or 
for objects which he cannot tell whether he ob- 
tains or not, such as that the kingdom of God 
may come, that his will may be done on earth 
as it is in heaven, ete., or for vague and indis- 
eriminate gifts, the fulfilment of which ig not 
to be referred to any distlnot time, such as 
health, longevity, good desires, etc. It is only 
by its results being thus kept in the dark that 
the inefficiency of prayer is protected from ex- 
posure.— Beauchamp. 


A FARM WANTED 


For an Industrial Home. 


A few Liberal friends Want to rent, with the 
rivilege of purchasing, a good farm with good 
Buildings, healthily located, well-watered, and 
' well-stocked with fruit, Any Liberal having a 
farm of the above deseription will please 
address SEWARD MITCHELL. 
i 1012 8th st.. Washington, D. C. 


[We recommend friend Mitchell to all 
having such a chance as he wishes, He isa 
good Libera! and honest man.—Ep, T. 8.] 


CHOICE SEEDS FOR ALL! aos 


For only 16 cENTS.Or flve three-cent postage 
stamps, [ will send to any address five packets 
choicest Seeds: Pansy, Bouquet Aster, Double 
Portulaca. Sweet Alyssum. Japan Pinks, mixed 
colors of each, and my Illustrated Seed Cata- 
logue for 1880; Or above and 4 other choice 
sorts for 25 cents. W. GOODELL, 
2t Amherst, Mass. 


What Five Dollars 
Will Do: 


It wil pay for THE" TRuTH BEEKER one year 
and a copy of either of the following great 
works: The World's Sages, Thinkers, and He- 
formers, The Ohampions of the Ohurch, Vis- 
count Amberley’s Analysis of Religious Belief, 
Thomas Paine’s Great Theological and Politi- 
cal Works in one large volume; or a copy of any 


two of the above works without Tam TRUTH | nered, therefore immoral. 


Şama, Postage paid on all, 


The Best on this Theme Yet.| SOCIALISM. 


GENESIS I: II. 


“AN ESSAY ON THE BIBLE 
NARRATIVE OF CREATION.” 


By Augustus R. Grote, A.M. 


The Boston Commonwealth says: It is a ra- 
tionalistic examination of the seripture ac- 
count, with a conclusion that the literal teach- 
ing of the theory is injurious to the mind. as it 
proves an impediment to intellectual advance- 


ment. 

The Boston Traveler says: He has given a 
clear, yet condensed, criticism from the liter- 
ary and scientific points of view. An eloquent 
and forcible protest against the tyranny of 
dogma. He endeavors to show that all efforts 
to reconcile science with a literal interpreta- 
tion of the account of Genesis must only end in 
confusion. . 

The Popular Science Monthly says: The dis- 
Grepancies between the two accounts are very 
tully indicated, and the different points of view 
from which they were written explained. . . . 
Interesting chapters follow on the myths of the 
old world. which resemble those of Genesis. 
The book is characterized by directness otv 
argument, and the best material has been dili- 
gently used. , . . The archeologist and 
philologist will fad many new points in the 

ook, which is noteworthy for its additions to 
science as well as for its_distinctive literary 
merits, Paper 40 cents. For sale by 

D. M. BEN NETT. 


DR. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


To his Liberal friends and patients throughout 
ms Bretos and the Oanadas, that he is as usual 
reating 


All Chronic Diseases, 


And positivaly curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced incurable, Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr. Kinget is meeting with 
remarkable success in curing obstinate cases of 
Spermatorrhœa, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes, Epilepsy, 
Paralysis. Neuralgla, Rheumatism, Oatarrh, 
Asthma, Bronchitis, Oonsumotion, Dysentery, 
Piles, Diseases of the Skin, Kidueys, Bladder, 
genital Organs, and en diseases of women. 
onsultation free. ress 
T. R. KINGET. M.D. 
317 Hast 14th st.. New York. 


A Few Words About 
the DIFAe 
And Other Biographical Sketches 


and Essays, 

BY CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 
Second edition, with Portrait and Autobiog- 
raphy. Extra cloth, gold back and 
side stamp, 12mo, 260 pp., 


price, $1.25. G 


Displays much learning and research.—The 
Democrat. 


In fine, there is much that is noble about him. 
—The Advance. 


His position is defined and defended in a 
spirit of reverence for the truth.—Chicago Eve. 
Journa ! 


In a handsome volume before us Chas, Brad- 
laugh has “A Few Words” to say“ About the 
Devil" Mr. Bradlaugh has a rightto his “ few 
words,” and the devil will, we presume, at no 
distant day, hav a " few words" to say to Mr. 
Bradlaugh, and will doubtless get the best of 
the argument.—Chicago Interior, 


We should insist, were we in any way con- 
nected with the government of theological 
schools, on their perusal of this work by the 
youth fitting under our charge for the duties 
and the responsibilities of the pulpit. They 
Will And Mr. Bradlaugh no common man, and 
they will be introduced by him to persons and 
thoughts which cannot fail to be of use in their 
professional studies.—New Haven Palladium. 


Issues of the Age. 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 
price, $1.00. 


Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at & future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus. 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.—N. 
Y. Graphic. i 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
therough famillarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced.—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought, He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirations.—W. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 
Author of "The Essence of Christianity,” ete. 
Translated from the German. 


| Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The Spirit of the time is show, not substance, 
Our polities, our ethies, our religion, our 
selence.isasham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our age |l~Hatraci, 


A BEPLY TO ^ x 
ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D.D. ~ 


BY AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST. 
12mo, 67pp., 25 cts. ; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blames Dr. Hiteheock that the latter per- 
selves a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall. It is against his 
passiveness that '' Socialist" cries out. Is there 
no help for the miserable? he asks. The doc- 
trine that government should merely “protect,” 
he attacks, and insists that it should " assist," 
also, While he does not believe that “° property 
is robbery,” or wholly subscribe to “the world 
owes me a living,’ he affirms "the world owes 
mea chance to make a living."—N. Y, Herald. 


ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, 


Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural Address 
and the famous articles of 
Prof. Tyndall ana Sir Henry Thompson 
ON PRAYER. 

With Portrait and Biographical Sketch of 
Prof. Tyndall. And opinions of his ser- 
vices by the eminent scientist, Prof. 

H. HELMHOLTZ. 

Paper, 12mo, 105pp., 25 cts.; cloth, heavy. 


tinted paper, 50 cts. Inaugural and por- 
trait only, 12mo, paper, 69pp., 10 cts. 


Prof, Tyndall has inaugurated a new era in 
scientific development, and has drawn the 
sword in a battle whose clash of arms will 
presently resound through the civilized world. 
—JN. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 


Prof. Tyndall Crosses the Rubicon.—Itis the 
opening address cf the president of the most 
important convention of scientific men in the 
world. Every line of it breathes thought, 
power, eloquence. It is in many respects one 
of the most extraordinary, utterances of our 
time.— XN. Y. Tribune. 


A BUSINESS MAN'S RELIGIOUS 
AND SOCIAL VIEWS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 206pp. Price $1. 


The author's conception of a possible future 
life on this earth is really eloquent and beauti- 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see 
what a philanthropic business man has to say 
upon the social problem, from a poor man’s 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the book. The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals “ Society” in all its ramificas 
tions of corruption and inhumanity; his ear- 
nest and manly plea for the gocial regeneration 
of the lower classes—will, unless we are much 
mistaken, make the book the best-abused and 
best-liked production of the day by these two 
classes respectively,—Oritical Review. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 
IRON-OLAD SERIES. 


No. Ots. 
1. Atonement.. Oharles Bradlaugh.......... 5 
2. Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake. 6 
T. Buddhist Nihilism. * Prof. Max Muller... 19 
8. Religion of Inhumanity. F, Harrison... 20 


9. Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Ly- 
Dlls sse eeeenn usi E MERE VEeasise + 16 

13. Essay on Miracles. David Hume..... oes 10 

14, Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh..... 6 


15, Were Adam and Eve our First Parents? : 
Oharles Bradlaugh....... — Ó 
16. Why do Men Starve? Oharles Brad- 
laugh..... tesscoessttee a see sesso osesose D 
17. Logic of Life, Deduced from the Prinoi- 
vle of Freethought. G.J. Holyoake.. 
18. A Plea for Atheism. Oharles Bradlaugh., 
19. Large or Small Families ? A. Holyoake. 6 
20. Buperstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake..........-. 5 
21. Defense of Secular Principles. C. Watts. 5 
22. Is the Bible Reliable? O. Watts 
28. The Ohristian Deity, O. Watts... 
24. Moral Value of the Bible. O., Watts..... 6 
26. Freethought and Modern Progress. O, 
Watts,.......... qiias. ER 5 
26. Ohristianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. C. Watte............- es 5 
28. Thoughts on Atheism, A. Holyoake..... 5 
29. Is there & Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? A. Holyoake,............ 
80. Philosophy ofSecularism. C. Watts,.... 
81. Has Man a Soul? Charles Bradlaugh... 
38. Is therea God? Charles Bradlaugh..... 
39, Labor’s Prayer. Oharles Bradlaugh..... 
40, Poverty; Its Cause and Cure, M.Q. H. 
42. Science and Bible Antagonistic. C. Watts. 
48, Christian Scheme of Redemption. O, 
Wattg........ MH 
44. Logie of Death; or. Why should the 


. Atheist Fearto Die. G. J, Holyoake, 10 
41. Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the Eeople. Oharles Brad- 

| laugh, ..eeeeee HIS a vs eis, Hate i 


MANNA BERIES. 


8. New Life of David. Oharles Bradlaugh. 6 
5, 200 Questions Without Answers........... 6 
6, Dialogue Between a Christian Missionar 
and a Chinese Mandarin.............-. . 
1. Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bish- 
ops by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 10 
8. Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Hol- 
yoake.........eerer "n 5 
9. New Life of Jonah. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 


10, A Few Words About the Devil. Charles 
Bradlaugh.....- Neve aae ia vri sese eseno [3 

11. New Life of Jacob. Oharles Bradlaugh, 6 

12. Daniel the Dreamer, A. Holyoake,..... 10 


18, Bpecimen of the Bible: Esther. A. Hol- 
y08K0, «eerte nennen TITEM 19 


'14. Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. Hol- 


cow VOOR Gees ce sense ene ne tnmen 10 
18. Ludierous Aspects of Ohristianity. A. 
Holyoake..-..c.eeee eee VO ERN Xs EE 10 


16. Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh.. 6 
17. Who was Jesus Christ? Charles Brad- 


[RGR ML TEE .$ 
18. What Did Jesus Teach? Oharles Brad- 

laugh.............. Aa een su Red b 
19. New Life of Abraham. Oharles Brad- 


LAU Bis e rl encre erre nre ur orss, D 
20. New Life of Moses. Oharles Bradlaugh. 6 
21. A Secular Prayer. A. Holyake. Per doz. 10 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Exrepigny and But in Ohampagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and lett as his 

Last Will and Testament” to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled " Oom- 
mon Sense.” 

This is & powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal cone 
cerning the book: > 


The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. "Thomas Paine’s "Age 
of Reason ”is mere k and water to it, and 
Voltaire's "Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared With a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so well. 

JAMES PARTON. 

Price.$1.50, 


D. M, BENNETT. 14) Bigbth 8t.. N. Y. 


FAMILY OREEDS, 


BY 


WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
Author of “EXETER 


HALL,” x“ HEATHENS OF THE 
HEATH,” ete. 

To any who hav read either of this 
favorite Liberal writer’s other ro- 
mances, it only need be said that this - 
is not inferior to them. 468 pp, 

In cloth, $1.25. 

For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, . 
141 8th street, N. Y. 


THE ROOT OF THE MATTER, 
SAMSON: 


A Myth -Storv of the Sun. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ac- 


cording to the Holy Men 


of Old. 


The author of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythical in its character. He presents 
us a number of copies to be disposed of in the 
interest of THE TRUTH SEEKER., All who pure 
chase Will therefore aid THE TauTH SERKEB to 
the amount of their purchase, or add to the 
Bennett fund as they may choose. f 

Samson, 20 cents; Gospel of tbe Kingdom, 4 


What Is the Bible? 


BY J. T. SUNDERLAND. 


He holds that so-called sacred books are nate 
ural products of the human mind, and givs an 
outline of the origin and growth of the various 
bibles of the world, drawing analogies between 
the historical development of the Jewish Bible 
and other great sacred books, and demonstrat- 
Ing religion to bealarger and richer thing than 
Jew, Ohristian, or Pagan has understood. The 
second chapter is devoted to the Bible, its ori- 
gin, growth, the men who wrote it, when they 
wrote it, and why; the third shows the diffleul- 
ties in the way of the theory of infallibility of 
the Bible, and their serious increase with the 
growth of scholarship and science; the fourth 
treats ofits inspiration and revelation, consid- 
ering its claims as a classic and as the parent 
of Monotheism. It is a very broad and catholic 
work, answering the questions which naturally 
arise in connection with religion, and negating 
tbe assumption of an infallible word of God, 


Price, 91.00. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 
141 Eighth st.. New York. 


IHE BIBLE OF MOHAMMED. 
(THE KORAN.) 


Translated by George Sale, 


Containing Notes, Preliminary Discourse, 
and Index. 


Complete edition in fine English cloth bind- 


ing. 630 large 12mo pages, at the very | 
price of $1. Address, D. M. BENNETT, OY 
- 141 Éighih St., New York. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 


DR. FOOTES HEALTH MONTHLY 
or one year and fo e AMERICAN Inr * 
ED PRONOUNOING Pooker DIOTIONARY, con. 
taining 30,000 words. 
ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE'S 
" HEALTH MONTHLY 
or one year o a, center-t: 
gontaining the Complete V orks of E EEEEOOE 
ot forget to sen cen! 
86 cents Und want t registered. "Address. oF 
RRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO. 
129 E. 28th gt, New Xork oliy, 
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= Notes and Clippings. 


ABE clergymen to hay no kissing privileges? 
Here is a Boston bridegroom who berated the 
minister for kissing the bride. 


Rowurus was brought up bya wolf. in a much 
more tender and humane manner than if he 
had been brought up in the "Shepherd's Fold,” 
New York. 


Iv has transpired that the expense of bring- 
ing the Egyptian obelisk known as Cleopatra’s 


‘Needle to this country is being borne by W. H. 


Vanderhilt. 


A COLORED Methodist pastor of St. Helena, 
La.. was accused of stealing bacon, and his pre- 
siding élder deposed him; but the congregation 
stuck to him loyally, drove his successor out of 
the pulpit with knives, clubs, and pistols. and 
finally burnt the church. 


AT a school exhibition in Lincoln, Pa.. the 
floor gave way, precipitating two hundred peo- 
ple to the story below. Though many were 
seriously injured, none were killed. The build- 
ing took fire, but the flames were extinguished 
before they had gained much headway. 


Two Boston women of “culture” came across 
an old-fashioned milestone in the suburbs. One 
read the inscription, "i m. from Boston,” and 
the other said, "Here is a grave. perhaps of 
some young girl, who wished it written on her 
tombstone, ‘I’m from Boston.’ How simple and 
sufficient” 


Mas. Swanson heard a sermon on hell, in Chi- 
cago, and the preacher’s vivid description of 
eternal torment greatly frightened her. She 
brooded over the subject several days, then be- 
came possessed of the idea that she had oom- 
mitted the unpardonable sin, and finally sank 


_ into incurable lunacy, 


ANOTHER good man gone tothe dogs. As us- 
ual, in all such cases, he was a good church- 
member and Sunday-school teacher. He would 
not allow the name of Bob Ingersoll to be men- 
tioned in his family. but he forged papers to the 
amount of $80,000. The church should get him 
up a subscription, for if this thing goes on 
there Will be no church-members left. 


Turr are having a warm time just now in 
Kansas Sunday-schools, and the question under 
discussion is, Whether the boy who has fairly 
won the prize Bible, by learning three thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-seven verses in three 
months, can be ruled off the track for putting 
furniture tacks and a wad of shoemaker’s wax 
in the superintendent’s chair. 


“One war at atime” was a wise saying of 
Abraham Lincoln, and should be heeded by Mr. 
Anthony Comstock, who is not the man to levy 
undiscriminating hostilities against the news- 
paper reporters of this city. Aye, there are 
black sheep among them, but, striking a fair 
average, they hav nothing to dread from & 
comparison, moral or intellectual, with Mr. 
Comstock. He rose for prayers. so to speak, in 
the Baptist preachers’ meeting yesterday. The 
brethren should hav begged for him the gift of 
a well-bridled tongue.—Sun. 


* Wuar do you think of Tom Paine?” asks 
Rev, G. W. Candice, of Utica, N. Y. From what 
we know of the man, and the great work he did 
for American independence when many were 
too cowardly to speak their minds, we believe 
that God did better for him in the matter of 
brain. common sense, disposition to humanity, 
and all that makes man loved of God. than he 
did by all of those who assail his memory. In 
other words, that he was a great,a noble, a 
patriotic, a good and very useful citizen. 
Would to heaven there were 10.000 like him in 
America to-day.—Pomeroy’s Democrat. d 


THE fiftieth anniversary of the Boston Inves. 
tigator wil be appropriately celebrated by a 
publio meeting in the Paine Memorial, on 
Wednesday, April 2ist. All subseribers and 
friends of the paper in the city and vicinity 
(and especially those who are not too aged or 
infirm to attend), are kindly invited to be pres- 
ent at this reunion. Also, all the employes 
(compositors, pressmen, and boys) who are 
yet alive and may see or hear of this notice, 
are urgently requested to favor us with their 
Gompany. The celebration will be made jnter- 
esting and pleasant,—Znyestiqator, 


"THE New Jersey Sabbath Union has had the 
Sunday laws of the state printed for general 
circulation. The laws impose a fine of one dol- 
lar for traveling, worldly employment, ordinary 
or servile work (works of necessity and charity 
excepted), for shooting. fishing. frequenting 
tippling houses, or playing games on the Chris- 
tian Sabbath ; also, a penalty of two dollars for 
exposing goods for sale and for driving cattle. 
sheep, or swine on Sunday. Those observing 
Saturday as the Sabbath are excepted. How 
this is enforced any one can see that visits 
Atlantic City or Cape May on a Sunday in 
summer. ` 


DEPUTY-COLLECTOR ROBINSON, of Westfield, 
Mass.. has obliged the Rev. A.. B. Dufresne, a 


French Catholic priest of Holyoke, to settle for 


selling liquor without a United States license. 
and Dufresne has left forCanada. He had four 
casks of liquor in the basement of the church, 
inthe same room where a juvenile school was 
held. and several persons are ready to testify 
they hav bought liquor from him. Dufresne is 
the priest who told his people not to patronize 
Joseph Parker, a hackman wao had displeased 
him.and so destroyed his business, for which 
Parker recovered $3,400 damages in the Superior 
Court last fall. 


Mr. MrNoT Jupson SavaGe, & Boston Unitarian 
minister, had instructed his little girl with the 
idea that a portion of God was perceptible in 
everything that was noble and beautiful, The 
child, as children do, had got this idea very in- 
geniously fitted into her own mind ready for 
application at a moment’s warning. One day, 
as the door-bell rang, she presented herself in 
the hall just in season to receive one of Dr. 
Bartol’s benignant smiles, and to fully observe 
that gracious, benignant figure. Immediately 
she sped to her father with this exclamation, 
“Oh, papa! papa! the whole of God has come 
now!" Dr. Bartol declared that he had never 
been so flattered in his life. 


Mrs. ANNIE BALLARD, of 125 Germantown ave~ 
nue, Philadelphia, was before Magistrate Krick- 
baum the other day charged with cruelly treat- 
ing Cora Dorsey. & child which she had adopted 
about one year ago. It was in evidence that the 
girl had been frequently locked up in a small 
closet by her foster mother as a punishment for 
trifling offenses. Hecently Mrs. Ballard con- 
fined the child in the closet for over forty-eight 
hours without food. During this long period 
the little one was made to repeat prayers for 
hours in succession, and for refusing was 
flogged and otherwise abused. The Magistrate 
fined the woman $10, and ordered the child to be 
returned to its mother. 

THREE of the converts of the Salvation Army 
hav hadarelapse. John Richards, who pro- 
fessed on Tuesday evening to hav been blessed 
by the Holy Spirit, got drunk yesterday, and 
went down tothe Pickwick House, where the 
army has had headquarters, and wanted to 
fight. He did not want to fight the devil. he 
said, “I’m a man and men are good enough for 
me to fight with. Oh! I'm a hitter, and I want 
Railton to come out here tili I club him. I've 
had ’ligion—lots of it. I git drunk just as I git 
‘ligion—I git fullotit. I’m a backslider from 
Kalamazoo, whoop !” The counsels of a police- 
man calmed the vivacious intrepidity of Mr. 
Richards, and he said he would Watch and pray 
silently until Mr. Railton came, and then he 
would “fix him.” *Pretty soon he broke out 
again: "As for them dough-faced gals, why 
they can tarry at Jericho until their beards 
grow—that’s from Samuel. Oh, I'm a Scripture 
sharp. and don't you forget it! Them girls 
ain’t doing nothing good; they're unetious and 
greasy enough to be good preachers, but they 
ain’t winning. ’Tisn’t the beauty, it's the win- 
ning ways that fetches the sin sick sheep that’s 
astray from the foid. Yes, I did say I had 
*ligion. I've had it as many times as I’ve been 
drunk, and that’s a useless number, and I’m 
giving it to you straight. What givs it to me? 
Religion? Dogonmyskin ’fi know.” 

* Mr. Richards, you didn’t use such language 
as that when you were relating your experience 
the other night at Hudson River Hall.” 

” Course I didn't. W’as-z-use? Got two ver- 
naculars fortwo purposes. When Pm drunk I'm 
drunker’n anybody. When I'm converted I'm 
more converteder ’n anybody.” 

Mr. Richards was evidently in the superla- 
tive degree of his boasted inebriety. and his 
utterance became clogged with the effort of 
speech,so that, important asit was for him to 
remoystrate with the pollcemay who took bim 


T 
firmly by the collar. he was only able to smile in 


maudlin confidence and indorse the situation 
bv an indistinct and oft repeated '*'8 all ri'."— 
N. Y. Herald. : 


Some of the citizens of New York were treated 
to an exhibition of Sabbatarlan bigotry Sunday 
night, so perfectly ridiculous that it may not, 


unlikely, hurry the growth of a public senti- 
ment already spreading, against the laws that 
prevent some people from enjoyments that do 
not interfere with the rights of others, Here 
was & large theater fllled with people attraoted 
to witness an alleged exporure of the mys- 
teries of Spiritualism. Nothing that the per: 
former intended to do could possibly hav inter. 
fered with the comfort or prejudice of any one 
in the building or they would not hav been 
there; and if any one present was so tender of 
conscience that the proposed performance 
would hav marred his pious reflections or 
turned his thoughts away from a contemplation 
of the goodness of his Creator. he had no busi- 
ness there. In short, there was nothing in the 
intended performance to interfere with the 
strictest observance by the bluest Sabbatarian 
in the city of New York of his chosen day of 
Worship. No noise or tumult, no. disturbance 
of the peace, no invasion of the religious fam- 
ily circle, or any house of worship, and no dis. 
traction of Sunday worshipers in any way was 
contemplated or probable. And yet an inspect- 
or of police found upon the statute books of 
this state a law under which he commanded a 
stop to the performance. On that very night, 
and at that very hour, a hundred preachers 
were posing. before as many congregations, 
which a hundred choirs were amusing. Church 
bells rang to the annoyance of numerous neigh- 
borhoods, that Were not & little less bored and 
worried by the shouts of ranting ministers and 
the nasal music of their various congregations, 
These were nuisances because they affected 
people who did not voluntarily seek them, and 
upon whom they were forced; and police inter- 
ference here would hav been rational. Not so 


Events of the Week. 


THE Boston Journal office was burned on the 
alst. : 
Troy. N. Y., was illuminated by a $300,000 fire 
on the 20th. A 

A WOMAN in Cordova, Mexico, recently had six 
children at a birth. 

Srx steamer-loads of provisions left this port 
for Europe on Saturday last. 


THE lamps in Madison ‘Bauare, this city. are 
goon t6 be lighted by electricity. 


Firry more Ohinamen arrived in this city 
from California on last Saturday. 


Tam Rey. Mayor of San Francisco, the noto- 
rious Kalloch, is coming Haat to lecture. 


A GIRL, three years of age, was burnt to death 
in a burning house at Nyack, N. Y., on the 16th. 


Tax Apaches are raiding through the south- 
ern part of New Mexico, stealing stock from the 
settlers. 

SEVEN passengers were killed and many in- 
jured by & railway collision in Prussia a few 
days ago. 

Every schoolhouse in Union. N. J., was re- 
cently visited by burglars and robbed of books 
and furniture. 

A TRAIN-wREOKER was shot while placing ob- 
structions on a railway track near Benatohia, 
Miss., on the 16th. 

Tae ninth anniversary of the Paris revolution 
of 1871 was celebrated by the Communists of 
this city on the 20th. 

A FARMER at Jersey Shore, Pa., was murdered 
by his wife and paramour on the i9th. The 
murderers hav been arrested. 


Dramonps to the value of $375,000 were recently 
stolen from & post-office at Cape Town, South 


with the performance at the Grand Opera] Africa, where they Were awaiting shipment by 


House. No ear-splitting bell clanged before 
the performance; no shout or screech of per- 
former or audisnoe could hav annoyed any ore 
without the theater, and within, even, all was 
quiet and orderly, But this performer having 
chosen to enlighten or amuse on Sunday night, 
in a private building, an audience which had 
wilfully sought to be thus instructed or amused 
at that time and in that place, and had volun- 
tarily paid for the privilege, a law was inter- 
posed to stop him and interfere with the ration- 
al enjoyment of the people before him. The 
enactment of this law was procured by selfish 
religionists through the indifference or fear of 
political time-servers, its object belng to turn 
Sunday into a Jewish Sabbath, and make it a 
national day of worship in accordance with the 
prejudice ofa minority of the people who are 
imbued with that Puritan spirit which defines 
religious liberty to be the inherent right of 
Puritans to compel all men to do and think as 
Puritans do and think. The law is 4 remnant 
of the old Blue iaws which, though they applied 
to adifferent day, were modeled upon the Sab- 
bath laws of the ancient Jews. This statute 
should be repealed without unnecessary delay. 
Whatever it prohibits that is wrong if done on 
Sunday is equally wrong if done at any other 
time, and should be prohibited without limita- 
tion as to the day. The merit of an act is in the 
act itself, and the day on which it is committed 
is not an element than can make the good bad 
or the bad good. At least, that is the earnest 
conviction of a mass of people whose views, 
comforts. and pleasures are entitled to consid- 


mail. 


KEARNEY and Gannon. two of the California 
agitators, hav each been fined $1,000 and sent to 
prison for using threatening language in their 
Speeches, 


Senator OZznISTIANCX, our Minister to Peru. 
a venerable patriarch. has sued for a divorce 
from his young wife, to whom he has not long 
been married. 


ANOTHER minister fallen. This time tt is the 
Rev. Mr. Biscoe, of Arlington. N. J. He has 
considerately resigned. Of course there was a 
woman in the cage. 


Tut Rev. Mr. Woodside, of Pittsburgh, Pa., 
has been ordered to step down and out by the 
Presbytery. He is charged with immorality and 
disorderly conduct. 


PALM Sundey was a bloody day, There were 
half a dozen suleides, a3 many murders, ona 
lynching, and many outrageous assaults re« 
ported on that day. 


A BIGAMIST, who attempted to strangle him. 
self in a Chicago jall a few days ago, had mars 
ried thirteen wives before he was arrested in 
his headlong career. ] 


Wy. D. HILTON, of Providence, R. I., a pious 
Sunday-school superintendent, who, like Oros- 
by, believed in deceit, has committed forgeries 
to the amount of $30,000. 


Tar Russians hav seized a large quantity of 


eration. If church-goers think they find favor | arms and ammunition at Kief. supposed to be- 


in the eyes of God by frequenting houses of 
worship, withdrawing from the world, and say- 
ing prayers on Sunday, let them worship, and 
pray,and seclude themselves in peace, They 


long to Nihilists. They hay also arrested two 
hundred suspected persons. 


Two hot-headed Virginians fought a duel, not 


then interfere with no one, and enjoy perfect | lone since, after a quarrel over the state-debt 


liberty themselves. But the same liberty they 
enjoy others are entitled to, and if others pre- 
fer to mix with the world, seek pleasure. and 
be comfortable, after theirown fashion, on 8un- 
day, church-goers hav no right to demand more 
than this preference shall be exercised ina 
manner not disturbing to the peaceful exercise 
oftheir own choice. Sabbatarian laws are nar- 
row and unjust, and it -is to be hoped that the 
stupidity of this one was made sufficiently clear 
by its ludicrous enforcement on & recent Sun- 


question. One lost a scalv-lock and the other 
had his right arm shattered. 


HARTMANN,the Nihilist. whom the French su- 
thorities refused to deliver to Russia, is on his 
way to this country. He avows that he assisted 
in the recent attempt to blow up the Czar. 


AN eagle in Person county, N. C., lately at- 
tempted to carry off a three-year old child. The 
child was carried some distance, but, proving 


too heavy. the eagle, whose talons had become ` 


day night to induce some legislator to Seg the: tangled in the clothing. was brought to the 


propriety of moving its repeal.—Zruth, 


&round, eaptured, and killed, 
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Communications. 


Does Death End All? 


To tue Eprrog or Tar Truru Senker, Sir: I 
believe in a future state of existence. 
that “death does not end all,” that beyond the 
grave I shall liv, move, and hav an existence as real 
as that I now experience in this physical organism. 


Superstition has ever involved this question in in- 


scrutable mystery. The church has spent untold 
millions in erecting costly temples, has kept the 


nations warring upon each other, has shed oceans of 
blood; persecuted, imprisoned, and murdered millions 


of innocent men, women, and children; caused more 


licentiousness, hypocrisy, and crime; produced more 


hypocrites, tyrants, murderers, and hardened 


wretches, in discussing and settling this question for 


the world than all other causes combined. 


With Christians this question was settled eighteen 
Faith is 
They go to heaven ; sinners to hell. 
Thousands of the ablest 


hundred years ago. 
-all-sufficient. 
Still itis an open question. 
of the race believe that death is annihilation, or an 
eternal sleep.. To them every noble aspiration, 
every grand thought, all the beauties and mysteries 
of the universe, must seem as mockeries. To them 
the heavens and the earth must appear draped in 
mourning, for everywhere is written that terrible 
sentence, “ Death is annihilation.” 

Having cleared away the fogs of superstition, and 

' not being protoplasmically scientific, 1 hav been able 
. to find evidences which, to my mind, point unmis- 
takably to a life beyond the grave. 

All nature is divided into two great classes, Viz., 
causes and effects. Causes are invisible ; effects, 
visible. No mortal eye has ever seen a cause. 
They are the invisible principles, the vital forces, 
the real builders. No vause has ever been discov- 
ered that was not or is not an inherent property of 
matter. Infinite cause is a myth, a heritage of super- 
stition. ‘The visible universe is the sum total of 
the effects. We are compelled to reason from 
effects back to causes.’ Trees, rocks, grasses, hills, 
mountains, and our bodies hav been arranged in 
their present shape and condition by the vital forces 
and causes which dwell within. The soul is the 
cause, the body the result. The power and intelli- 
gence which hav produced this wonderful result hav 
been evolved from nature, and are concentrated and 
individualized within these organisms themselves. 


They need no proofs. 


Nature has been millions of years evolving sufficient 


intelligence and power to produce this wonderful 
climax. At first a combination of two’ or more 
elements produced the simplest forms of life with 
but the faintest trace of intelligence. Then, step 
by step, as greater combinations of elements 
occurred, higher and higher forms of life ap- 
peared, and higher phases of intelligence were 
evolved, until a combination of the whole, or all of 
the elements, resulted in man, the great. unit of the 
universe. He is the grand climax, the glorious 
object for which the mills of nature hav been grind- 
ing for millions of years. He is the sum total of all 
the intelligences below him, and we can find none 
above him or beyond the point to which his capaci- 
ties may not take him. “Evolution knows no 
finality.” It tells us of an endless progression. If 
this is true, then where beyond man is the next step? 
It must go on evolving higher and higher grades of 
intelligence and forms of life, through all the 
eternities of the future as it has through all the 
eternities of the past. Man is an individualized 
identity, and capable of unlimited growth. Noth- 
ing else in the universe possesses this power of 
unlimited growth and expansion, therefore all below 
him is fragmentary, while he is the unit, “created 
in the image of his maker,” and capable of attaining 
to the highest pinnacle of wisdom and power. 
That man possesses this infinite capacity is proof 
that he is the climax, that no higher forms will ever 
be produced on this earth. Evolution has found its 
finality in man, and is buried with him, or it follows 
him onward and upward, evolving higher and higher 
grades of intelligence, from sphere to sphere, through 
all the endless ages of eternity. 

If “death ends all,” humanity is a bubble, pro- 
gression and evolution are limited, and the universe 
is a gigantic failure. I am certain that nature has 
labored to produce something grand and glorious, 
“like unto the gods,” and that that object, whatever 
it is, is permanent as eternity itself, and if man is 
not that glorious climax, what is ? 

Every human being “ was with God in the begin- 
ning," just as much, and in the same sense that the 
Word or Christ was. Every atom of which our 
material bodies are composed has always existed, 
never had a beginning, therefore was with God in 
the beginning, and if matter was then * without 
form, and void,” so also was force and intelligence, 
although not evolved or individualized. Vital force 
and intelligence cannot be created any more than 
matter, and if one has always existed, then the other 
has also. If Christ ever lived on this earth he was 
the son of God in the same sense that every other 


human being is, no more and no less, We hay 


lam certain 


always existed, because matter has always existed. 
Conditions are such that part becomes individualized 
and,pasges on sooner than the rest, and the time 
may come when all force and intelligence will hav 
passed up through the material out into the great 
realms of the beyond. If evolution is a scientific 


truth, then man is immortal and will liv beyond the} 


grave. 

Those who deny the existence of a soul declare 
that the most rigid analysis of the human organism 
reveals no evidence of it, and in so doing ignore the 
grandest truths in nature. Conscious individualized 
intelligence always retains its identity from the 
earliest moments of existence. Matter changes 
many times in a lifetime, while energy changes 
every day and hour. The soul is permanent, stead- 
fast, and accumulative, while the body is fleeting 
and changeable. Take away consciousness, and 
matter and energy alone remain. After conscious- 
ness has departed, so-called men of science claim 


they a to find it among the rubbish that is left ; 


and no doubt would, if they dared, claim that they 
ought to be able to place it in their scales and weigh 
it like tea, coffee, or sugar. 

What is really the difference between the living 
and the dead? ‘The live man can evolve thoughts, 
is intelligent, all the fluids are circulating and 
active, is electrical, full of magnetism, can be mes- 
merized by the superior will or mind of another, 
can receive knowledge, reason, comprehend, labor, 
and grow in strength, intelligence, and magnetic 
power. The dead man is a motionless, lifeless, cold 
mass of corruption, possessing not a trace of the 
above attributes or qualities. So-called men of sci- 
ence expect to see with the naked eye the magnet 
forces and thonght principles of the soul, and yet 
they know that no mortal eye has ever seen a par- 
ticle of magnetism or electricity, nor can they tell 
what they are, whence they come, or whither they go. 
All this they ignore, as they dissect with owlish 
pomposity the bodies of the dead, those worn-out 
tenements which were once teeming with the living, 
undying principles of the soul. Why, if they think 
they can see and handle the soul, do they not dis- 
sect the body before it is dead, while they are yet 
sure it contains the soul ? i 

It is absurd to search for the soul after it has 
ceased to manifest its presence. The world would 
sustain very little loss if these men of science would 
fall to and cut each other up in their wonderful 
search after wisdom and that which no mortal eye 
has ever seen or ever can see, They can supply or 
fill the dead body with artificial magnetism and 
make it perform mechanically some of the functions 
of the living body ; but when they succeed in sup- 
plying it with a conscious intelligence, and setting 
in motion all the vital fluids and forces of a living 
organism, they will hav achieved a triumph that will 
indeed entitle them to the honor 'of being called 
men of science. — 

We are told by these Materialistic oracles that com- 
bustion creates magnetism and intelligence. How 
do they know? Hav they ever proved it, or is it 
mere assumption? If this is true, why is not a 
hog or a dog as intelligent as man? Combustion is 
even greater in a hog than in a human being ; and if 
it creates intelligence, etc., not only the hog, but 
many other animals, ought to be more intelligent, 
magnetic, and spiritual than man. It is a well- 
known fact that those who eat the most know the 
least. Both food and exercise are essential to com- 
bustion within our bodies. The more grease in the 
food the: more intense the action; therefore the 
Esquimaux, who liv on gréase, ought to be the most 
intelligent people on earth. Some of the greatest 
minds the world has ever produced hav dwelt in 
feeble, attenuated bodies. If combustion creates 
magnetism and intelligence, then those who possess 
the largest, healthiest, and most perfect physical 
organisms should be the most intelligent. Physical 
exercise, which is a great aid and stimulant to com- 
bustion, ought then, together with food and oxygen, 
to be regarded as the true standards, as they would 
be the true generators, of thought and magnetic 
force. But thisis not, cannot be true. No more 
absurd thought was ever presented to the mind of 
man. `. 

Again, why do they tell us combustion creates 
magnetism, etc., and in the same breath declare that 
throughout all the ages of the past not an atom has 
ever been created, never will be, nor will they ever 
be annihilated. Conditions may be created, but ele- 
ments never. Intelligence is accumulative, and 
when once identified or crystallized into an individu- 
alized consciousness it never is released except by 
death ; and if nothing was ever created, then con- 
scious intelligence can never be annihilated. It is 
assumption to say that “death ends all,” or that the 
mind returns to nature from whence it came. I do 
not deny that the brain is intensely active while the 
mind is at work, nor that there i$ combustion and a 
great rush of blood through the brain, but it is alto- 
gether a different kind of combustion from that 
which occurs in other parts of the body. In the 
body it envolves teat; in the brain nerve-fluid, 


magnetism, and thought. Combustion alone, there- | 


fore, cannot be given as a reason for the manifesta- 


>, 


|to grant this boon she will do so. 
cruel or treacherous. 


tion of consciousness and intelligence. Combustion 
is not a creation, but simply one of the aids by 
which the soul, using the brain as an instrument, is 
able to manifest its presence and accomplish a cer- 
tain result. 
Materialists hav never been able to explain how 
the inner consciousness receives impressions through 
the five senses. Vision can be traced to the optic 
nerve, hearing to the audic nerve, etc, but no 
farther. Beyond that all is assumption. There is 
something within us which defies all analysis, and to 
‘assume that that something is nothing is most uusci- 
entific and unreasonable. This is precisely the way 
that superstition and bigotry hav always regarded 
the truth. As long as error.is:popular, or can be 
used as stock in trade by-priests, just so long will 
ignorance, bigotry, and superstition be dominant. 
It is as difficult for men of science to pull up their 
stakes as for priests to confess themselves hypocrites. 
Huxley, Tyndall, Carpenter, Lankester, and all that 
class, will never acknowledge themselves mistaken 
in this matter, for they hav solemnly pronounced 
their great ultimatum. They hav staked their repu- 
tation as great leaders, and; like Peter, will deny the 
truth, even though it be crucified again and again. 
I do not say they are dishonest, but having the eyes 
of the world upon them as great scientific leaders, it 
would be humiliating in the extreme to confess 
themselves mistaken. The little sheep and lambs 
all follow the great * bell wethers,” and until Hux- 
ley & Co. change their base it is hopeless to ask the 
“smaller fry? to change theirs. Everywhere in 
this world the * blind are found leading the blind," 
and science is no less an exception than religion, 
politics, or fashion. If combustion in the brain 
creates intelligence, why do we not find thought in 
other parts of the body? There is no part in which: 
combustion does not occur, and there is no part, not 
even the brain, where the action is so intense as in 
the muscles ; yet no thought is evolved. The brain 
is the headquarters of the soul, the seat of sensation, 
memory, consciousness, reason, the affections, and 
passions. From them emanates that mysterious 
aura of spiritual forces which place us er rapport 
with the spiritual forces of the universe, It is 
ridiculous assumption to declaré that these attri- 
butes and forces are a part of brain matter—that 
they are impressions stamped upon the ultimate 
atoms of the brain, or that they are caused by a 
peculiar motion of those atoms. As well talk about 
combustion building a railroad as to claim that it 
creates all the phenomena and attributes of the 
spirit. Man's physical organism is exceedingly like 
a Steam-engine. When the engineer is aboard, the 
fire burning, and steam up, it is a thing of life, a 
marvel óf beauty and power. It dashes along like 
the wind, as irresistible as the avalanche. Whenthe 
engineer is absent, and the fires out, it is as harmless 
to do good or ill as the dead body of an infant. 
Just so with the human organism. If the spirit 
still abides within, it is a thing of marvelous beauty 
and power ; if absent, it is powerless, and soon be- 
comes a loathsome mass of corruption. It is claimed 
that dogs, horses, etc., possess the same mysterious: 
natures, that they hav a dual nature the same as 
man. They, in life and death, are an exact parallel. 
They manifest intelligence to a certain extent. 
Their organisms are as wonderful, and when the 
soul-principle abides within, they move and act even . 
as men do, and when. dead they disintegrate and 
return to dust the same as man. They certainly are 
graded lower than man, for they are lacking many 
things which man possesses. ‘Their reason and intel- 
ligence can never expand beyond a certain limit. If 
their capacity for growth were unlimited, humanity 
would be superfluous, for they would in time attain 
to all knowledge and power the same as man. For 
the same reason there is no necessity for a creature 
higher than man. However, I do not claim that 
animals will not liv hereafter. I think they will, 
and for the following reason: Our affections will 
remain the same after death, and if we love pets 
here we shall love them hereafter; therefore, dogs, 
horses, birds, statuary, paintings, books, and flowers 
will, of necessity, be found in spirit life. Nature 
never develops a demand without furnishing an ade- 
quate and corresponding supply to meet that de- 
mand, If we love existence at all we shall love. 
continued existence, and if we love continued exist- 
ence. we shall desire to liv hereafter. Every other 
love that is proper we are permitted to gratify. 
Why not this? It certainly is not wrong to desire 
existence. It came to us without the asking, and 
now, as soon as we hav learned to love and desire it, 
it is unreasonable and cruel to take it from us. I 
will not believe this of mother Nature. She treats 
us better than we treat ourselves, and if it is possible 
Nature is not 
She does not fill us with an 
honest aspiration, and then mock us with annihila- 
tion. Such dirty work as that is given over into the 
hands of the great Jehovah, the demon-god of the 
Dible. 
Why do we not see the soul as it leaves the body ? 
And if spirits are about us, why do we not see them? 
No man has ever seen a particle of gir, and yet it 
presses on our bodies with a weight of tong, Caloric, 
Pu 
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sunlight, universal ether, magnetism, electricity, 
steam, the numerous gases, the vital forces—the real 


. builders and engineers—are all invisible aud defy the 


most searching scrutiny ; and yet we know they 
exist. We only reason from effects back to causes ; 
we simply infer that such things exist; we do not 


'know it absolutely. 1f we are allowed to judge of 


causes by effects when we reason about magnetism, 
etc., why not in reference to other things? : 

Mere flesh and blood or nerves can never produce 
sensation, joy, grief, love, thoughts, or consciousness, 
We feel joy, grief, love, or hatred, and the eyes, 
which are the “windows of the soul,” tell us of it 
in language not to be mistaken. We feel that, the 
real man—not of flesh and blood—is looking through 
them at us; that the body is only an incasement in 
which dwells the invisible spirit. All human flesh 
and blood—other things being equal—are alike, and 
we know they disintegrate and return to dust. 

But this is not true of the soul. There is posi- 
tively no evidence that the soul ever disintegrates. 
The spirit of man has always existed, therefore 
always will; and why declare that it disintegrates 
when we cannot prove it and when it is contrary to 


should be ashamed to acknowledge that I do not 


desire to liv; I should feel that every suicide, drone, 
and eriminalin the land were my brothers. I some- 
times think nature ought to make one exception and 
withhold from such that life which is not desired. 
There is no better rule than, * What is worth hav- 
ing is worth asking for." 

The five senses, although marvelous in their 
nature, and most glorious gifts to humanity, are 
“the windows of the soul;" yet they come far short 
of revealing to us or enabling us to comprehend all 
there is in nature. They place the spirit en rapport 
with matter in its grosser forms—the effects. 
Sometimes more is needed to place us en ranport 
with the spirit of matter. 

This world would indeed be a barren, desolate, 
and soulless place without reason, memory, and 
spirituality. Reason, the judge and philosopher; 
memory, the recorder and treasurer; and spiritual- 
ity, the sixth sense, the window which reveals to us 
the spiritual elements of the universe. Dissect the 
brain, and not the slightest trace of these attributes 
are found. How could they be? The brain. matter 
of one man is just like that of all other men; besides, 


this great law of the chemical or spiritual adaptation 
of the sexes to each other. Teach the young how 
to love. Let them understand the difference be- 
tween passion and love, and then domestic happiness 
will be the rule, instead of the exception. Giv us a 
religion which involves a. proper understanding of 
the laws of our being, and then we may hope for the 
salvation of the race, and not till then. Ministers 
and all church papers ignore this great law. Dare 
to speak or write about it,and at once we are 
branded as “ Freelovers.”’? They know no difference 
between love and lust. We will charitably presume 
that these ministerial mouthpieces of God are as 


ignorant as they seem, therefore will excuse their. 


disgraceful “nest-hidings” and adulteries. Mar- 
riage is a horrible mockery unless there is a harmo- 
nious blending of the soul elements. 

Marriage that is based on lust or passion is sure to 
result in a domestic hell; based on love, will pro- 
duce noble children; on lust, children diseased both 
morally and physically. Am I digressing? I think 
not. No question so plainly proves the dual nature 
of man as this of love and marriage. .Passion is a 


] D J | sensation, an element of ‘the “earth earthy.” Love 
all reason or desire? I say desire advisedly, for I; 


is an element or attribute of the soul, and when we 
obey the promptings of the soul only are we sure to 
be safe andright. Everything which proves we are 
made up of body and spirit, and especially that the 
spirit is superior to. the body, is of importance in 
this discussion. If we can prove that the spirit is 
superior to the body in its nature and attributes, we 
hav an argument which cannot be ignored. The 
body is merely an earthly tabernacle, and all its 
attributes, which are summed up in the one word 
sensation, convey knowledge to the inner-conscious- 
ness, therefore used solely for the devolopment of 
the soul. The body is changeable, while the spirit or 
consciousness is permanent. If the body can change 
many times during our lives, as scientists claim, 
while the spirit remains the same, may it not change 
at death, and the spirit still remain permanent? If 
the soul can survive one change of the hody, can it 
not another? Death is simply change or disintegra- 
tion of the flesh, and this being true we die every 
day and yet the soul survives. If the soul can sgur- 
vive a change or partial death of the body, can it 
not also when the whole body dies or is changed? 
Every human. being should liv to a ripe old age. 
None should die prematurely, and this would be so 


nature. Consciousness, or the spirit, is positive, the 
body negative. 

Temperaments differ in different individuals very 
materially. In some the positive predominates, in 
others the negative. Herein is involved a law for 
the adaptation of people to each other which should 
be most carefully studied and thoroughly under- 
stood. Cut a magnet into separate parts, and. at 
once those parts become independent magnets, both 
having positive and negative poles. Man is an 
independent magnet. By death the internal, or 
spiritual, is separated from the eternal, or earthly; 
and by the same law the internal, or active, princi- 
ple must necessarily retain its positive and negative 
‘natures. Every atom of the dead body possesses a 
positive and negative pole; but the combination of 

all those atoms is no longer a necessity; the binding 
principle of consciousness having moved out, the 
i body is permitted to disintegrate and molder back 
to dust. 

That Materialist who says, * Destroy the stomach 
‘and. you destroy digestion; destroy the brain and 
| you destroy the mind,” reminds me of the Christian 
who, when asked to locate the heart, placed his hand 
upon his stomach, and said, “ Here is where I feel 
it.” The Materialist says’ “the mind is a function 
of the brain.” Ihav always thought, and I think 
science will bear me out in my opinion, that the 
brain is the instrument of the mind, by which the 
mind manifests and givs experience and knowledge. 
That mind is fortunate that has a good brain to 
work with. Just like the musician with a good 
piano, or the laborer with a good tool, if out of 
repair, the results are not satisfactory. I would as 
soon call the musician the function of the piano ag 
to declare that the mind is the function of the brain, 
Oh, no, Materialists are not dogmatical Their 
assumptions and hypotheses are always facts, and 
yet they tell us “force is motion 2: electricity is 
simply motion just as mind is a function; motion, 
or electricity, is nothing flying through the air; and 
when nothing strikes a tree it sends the splinters 
and limbs flying in all directions and “kills the tree 
dead." When they tell us “mind is motion," or 
activity, or a function, they get “beyond my 
depth." I prefer to stay on solid ground and prove 
all things as I go. Numerous well-authenticated 
instances hav occurred where the spirit has left the 
body and gone long distances, made examinations, 
and returned with a report absolutely correct, as 


the atoms of the brain are continually carried away 
and replaced by new ones. Some brains are a little 
: coarser in texture and a little different in size, but 
E this will not aecount for the attributes and power of 
n the apirit. : 

4 As the race develops, I believe spirituality will be 


had nature’s laws never been violated. Humanity 
is in need of redemption, but of the body more than 
the soul. The great load of disease which the race 
to-day is carrying is fearful to contemplate, Those 
diseases, both spiritual and bodily, which are the 
heritage of the race, through unfortunate pre-natal 


proved subsequently. Many times objects which 
all parties concerned hav never heard of are cor- 
rectly described. During this experience the body 
is always in a mesmerized or cataleptic condition. 
If the spirit can leave the bódy temporarily during 


. agreeably or otherwise; we like, or dislike, and can- 


‘niously there is a natural aversion or repulsion to 


regarded as of more importance than all the other 
senses combined. Biblical, or Christian, spirituality 
conveys not the slightest shade of the true signifi- 
cance of the term. It is as false as that love that 
would consign an innocent being to the torments of 
an endless hell To-day we read each other inde- 
pendent of sensation and contrary to judgment 
deduced from data furnished by it. Spirituality 
places us en rapport with the spiritual elements of 
our fellow-beings and of the universe around and 
above us. We meet people and are impressed 


not tell why. The aura which surrounds us, and 
which is a part of our spiritual selves, blends har- 
moniously, or otherwise is attracted to or repelled 
by the spiritual aura of those we meet, and then 
reports to our inner consciousness the absolute truth. 
The five senses are often in error; the spiritual 
sense never. LM 

lf we would heed and obey these little monitors, 
these spiritual “first impressions," we should be 
spared many bitter experiences. I believe the time 
i8 coming when, on this earth, people will read each 
other's thought, and enjoy intellectual converse 
without the aid of language. Spirits inform us 
that this is truein spirit life, that they not only read 
each other's minds perfectly, but also ours, who are 
yet on the material plane. When this is fully real- 
ized by us, we shall be more careful to hav pure 
thoughts, and less skeletons in our closets, When 
that time comes, when by our spiritual sense we are 
able to enter the inner sanctum of the soul, and read 
all the secret: thoughts of those we meet, the hideous 
deformities which now waste and blacken humanity 
will cease to exist, and mankind be a thousandfold 
purer and better. Herein lies the future develop- 
ment of the race. Spirituality is destined to grow 
until it overshadows all else in humanity. 

If there is any attribute which tells us unmistaka- 
bly of a future life beyond the grave, it is this 
sixth sense, this wonderful gift of spirituality. 
Facts of the utmost importance to humanity are in- 
volved in this element of spirituality. When the 
spiritual elements of different individuals blend har- 
moniously, love and friendship are the results. . No 
love or friendship can be lasting that is not based 
upon the harmonious blending or chemical union of 
the soul elements. When they do not blend harmo- 


each other. Hatred, or a lack of confidence, is sure 
to follow. Through ignorance a large proportion of 
all marriages are contracted utterly regardless of 


conditions. 


conditions, together with those which are the direct 
results of violations of nature’s laws, allow very few, 


bodies. When all our thoughts and associations are 
pure, when we cease to violate the laws of nature, 
to eat, sleep, drink, work, act, and think in all 
things as we should, then will be realized all the 
grand possibilities which are as yet latent in the 
race. I love to think of what humanity will then be, 
of the noble men and women that will walk this 
earth when all disease of the mind and body, which 
result from violation, is uprooted and expelled from 
the race. Then, and not till then, will the race be 
redeemed, and the millennium be at hand. Herein 
lies the future development of the race. 


The body is the soil from whence the soul draws 
its sustenance and by means of which it gains 
dévelopment; therefore we should keep the body 
pure, clean, and harmonious. Pre-natal conditions 
are either favorable or unfavorable to the soul’s 
development. These conditions are stamped upon 
the soul and not upon the body. The most beauti- 
fuland promising children often become the most 
degraded outcasts and villains through pre-natal 
These .impressions must be stamped 
upon the soul principle of the child, for the soul 
only is permanent through life. 

Mind impresses mind. A rapturous or emotional 
feeling in the presence of paintings, statuary, flow- 
ers, nature, machinery, or some loathsome horror in 
the mind of the mother, will evolve a corresponding 
love or power in the mind of the offspring, which 
will in future years, develop and shape to a large 
extent the life and charaeter of the iudividual. 

This again proves there is a soul in man; that it 
is superior to the body; that it is the controlling 
principle, and that it is unchangeable through all 
the mutations of the body. 

Nature may be again divided into two great 
classes: the positive and negative, or the active and 
passive. The positive or active commands, while 
the negative or passive obeys. The vital principles 
in nature are the positive forces, while matter is the 
negative. The vital forces command, while matter 
obeys. The engineer, fire, and steam are the posi- 
tive forces which move the engine. 
has been, nor ever can be, an exception to this rule ; 


therefore man is both positive and negative in his 


comparatively, to attain ‘to a ripe old age with the 
fires of the soul still brightly burning. All the soul 
needs in order to attain to a bright and glorious 
manhood and womanhood is pure and healthy 


There never] we die we sha 


life, it certainly can do so permanently at death. 

No hypothesis has ever been presented by Mate- 
rialists to explain the wonderful gifts of clairvoy- 
ance, clairaudience, healing by laying on of hands, 
or dreams. They either ignore them entirely or 
deny that they occur, or call all the phenomena of 
the spirit which they cannot understand and harmon- 
ize with their beloved theories, “psychic force,” 
“motion,” or “unconscious cerebration.” I would 
as soon be a consistent Christian, with my whole 
soul resting on faith, and believe that woman was 
made of a man’s rib, and the world flat, as to be a 
consistent Materialist, accepting their far-fetched 
dogmas of “ psychic force,” “ motion,” * unconscious 
cerebration,” etc. Let me prognosticate. They who 
fix the limits to progression and evolution will, ere 
long, be compelled to pull up their dogmatical stakes 
and move on, or be left farin the rear. I do not 
wonder that such men crystallize into dogmatical 
fossils, all their knowledge materialized into a few 
facts and theories, beyond which they dare not or 
will not look. E: . 

Many times I hav asked Materialists to explain 
the wonderful fact that a little twig will grow sweet 
apples when grafted on a tree that grows sour a ples. 
The closest analysis of the structure of the cells, the 
tissue of the wood, leaves, and fluide, do not reveal 
the slightest difference ; and yet there is a mysteri- 
ous germ power that maintains its identity and pro- 
duces in the material which the “sour apple-tree 
has drawn from the soil, the most wonderful meta- 
morphosis. Again I say, Please explain it. If this 
mysterious power of individuality is materiality or 
motion, prove it. Assumption will not satisfy us. 
It simply proves to my mind that nature has a dual, 
if not a triple, existence, and that it is best not to 
claim that we know everything, when, in fact, we 
are just learning our A B C's. " 

We are told that “death is an eternal sleep,” that 
“we die every night,” that “death is no more to be 
| dreaded than going to sleep every night.” An 
enlightened people ought to consider themselves 
| insulted whegever asked to accept such reasoning. 
There is a vast difference between death and sleep. 
‘Sleep is rest. Death is dissolution, disintegration, 
‘and decay. Nature sleeps or rests every winter, but 
-there is no death. She will awake in the spring 
with new life and added power. When we retire 
io sleep we expect to awake in the morning. When 
ji hav no expectation of ever awaken- 
if their theory is true. Asleep the body is 
the pulse beats, respiration, etc, go on, and 


‘ing, 
\ warm, 
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life is continued, showing the presence of the real 
man, the invisible builder. In death all the func- 
tions cf the body cease, disintegration and decay 
quickly change it into a mass of corruption, seething 
with worms and reeking with the foulest odors. 
And this is “the blessed sleep of annihilation.” 
Thoge who are made happy by such a belief are 
easily satisfied. It will not answer my purpose. I 
hav tasted knowledge, and the more I get the more 
I desire to hav ; and having just learned the alpha- 
bet, and begun to read in the great book of universal 
knowledge, and knowing I hav an infinite capacity 
for growth, it is unreasonable that I should be cut 
off just as I begin to realize that the universe is a 
vast storehouse of knowledge, and I am filled with 
eager aspirations to explore it. The fact that we 
are permitted to begin this work, that we desire to 
continue it, and that our power of comprehension is 
expansive, is proof that we are to be gratified. 
Nature, the great mother of all, will not thus mock 
us. 

I believe there is a law of eternal justice, a law of 
compensation, that will yield into the hands of the 
oppressed and unfortunate that rich heritage which 
nature has provided for alWher children. The books 
must be balamced, if not in this world, then in the 
world to come. Every wrong must be righted, and 
every good deed receive its appropriate reward ; 
the haughty, conceited, and purse-proud -humbled, 
and the worthy poor exalted to positions where all 
can enjoy equal chances in the great highway of 
life. lf this is not true, then eternal justice is a 
mockery, and compensation a myth. All wrongs are 
not righted, nor are all good deeds rewarded in this 
life, therefore another life beyond the grave is a 
necessity. Nature never abandons a job when ít is 
half completed. We may for a time thwart her, 


-but in the end it will be found she accomplishes all 


she undertakes. Her mills grind slowly, but always 
with a purpose. The silkworm and caterpillar, 
changing into the chrysalis, and from that into the 
miller and butterfly, are most beautiful illustrations 
of the power of nature to carry us through and be- 


-yond the crisis of death to a life where we can liv 


and eternally progress in harmony with the laws of 
our being and of the universe. 

Mesmerism, or the power of mind over mind and 
mind over matter, as found in our physical organ- 
isms, is a most wonderful revelation. What that 
mysterious power is that goes out from the mind 
and captures and controls both mind and body of 
another person, none can tell. We call it will- 
power or magnetism. It certainly is not an attri- 
bute of the body or matter ; therefore it must be of 
the mind or spirit. It leaves one organism and goes 
to another; therefore there is a something in man 
that is not confined to the limits of nor within his 
material organism. Again, if part of the spiritual 
elements can leave tht body before death, can it not 
leave it entire at death ? 

The mesmeric subject and the spiritual medium 
are both evidently acved upon and controlled by the 
same power. The results are the same; therefore the 
cause must be identical or very similar, and acting 
in harmony with the same law. Now, as people 
cannot mesmerize themselves, it must follow that in 
both cases a mesmerizer is a necessity. In the one 
the mesmerizer is visible; in the other, invisible. 
No, I am mistaken; both are invisible, but one still 
abides within the fleshy tabernacle. There is prac- 
tically no difference. The mesmeric subject is con- 
trolled by the spirit of the man that has not experi- 
enced the change, death ; the medium, by the spirit 
that has experienced it and now abides in spirit life. 
If the will is a part of the mind or soul here, it 
goes with it to spirit life; therefore the man that 
possesses that power here will possess it hereafter. 

Mesmerism is the key to Spiritualism. Without 
it no communications can ever be received from 
spirit life. Herein lies the great proof which ere 
long is destined to convince the world that man is a 
spirit, and that “ the spirit of man is immortal.” 

E. A, CHAPMAN, 

Lowell, Mich., March 10, 1880. 


————— ——————————— 


Book Notice. 


I hav just read ‘‘ Superstition ; the Religion of ‘ Believe 
or Be Damned,'" and find it brimful of life, enthusiasm, 
energy, aud fire, It speaks plain truths in plain words, and 
giva the ‘‘sacred school book” particular fits. There is wit, 
humor, and good solid sense in the various articles it con- 
tains. It has a picture of Jehovah in all his wrath asa 
frontispiéce, while the lurid fires of hell, horned and cau- 


. dated devils, and a holy priest and sacred temples where 


myths are worshiped and impossible legends are told, orna- 
ments its cover. Every member of every school board in 
the land should send at once for a copy, so that they may 
know their real duty in regard to the teaching of theologi- 
cai myths and mystery in the schools under their supervis- 
ion. Every parent should read it. so as to be qualified to 
judge as to the benefits of the Bible as a school book. In 
flne, I think there are few who will not be able to get 
twenty-five cents’ worth out of this unique and instructive 
little pamphlet. . $ 

It will be nice to send to pious neighbors and all who 
wish for ‘‘ holy truths” plainly spoken and common sense 
arguments that saintly sophistry will vainly endeavor to 
controvert. f 

Sold by D. M. Bennett, 141 8th street, New York. 

Snowville, Va, ` ELMINA DRAKE BLENKER, 


, Liberal League Movement.—Items, Letters, ete. 


Mr. Kersey GRAVES writes : “Mr. Green, please send 
two or three blanks, with which to procure L. L. charters, 
to D. Engler, Walton, Cass county, Ind. I want to form a 
Lesgue there.” 


Mz. J. B. AnMstTRONG, of Ogdensburg, N. Y., writes that 
it is proposed to form a League in that county to be known 
as the St. Lawrence County Liberal League. He has ascer- 
tained that there are many Liberals in St. Lawrence county, 
and thinks a League of tive hundred members can be organ- 
ized there. 

IAM pleased with the following editorial notice clipped 
from Mind and Matter of the 20th inst.: ‘‘ An application 
for a charter fora new Liberal League for Philadelphia was 
forwarded to the National Liberal League Secretary this 
week. It is greatly needed in this city just at this time." I 
am confident that our friends J. M. Roberts and Dr. R. C. 
Flower are entitled to much credit for this good work. 
May our Spiritualistic friends every where follow their noble 
example. : f 


I cur the following deserving notice of our enthusiastic 
lecturer, O. A. Phelps, from the Daily Wonder of Parsons, 
Kansas: ‘‘ Last night Prof. Phelps delivered the closing 
lecture of his course in this city. The professor is an able 
and polished gentleman, a fluent talker, and amply able to 
present his side of the question in a scholarly and interesting 
manner. There is not a taint of abuse or illiberalism about 
bim, and, however much people may dislike his views, he ia 
always bound to be a popular and effective speaker,” 


Mr, A. L. Taompson writes from Prairie City, Oregon : 
“T think an auxiliary Liberal League can be formed in this 
town, and I will attend to it as soon as I hav the time to 
spare. Atthe present time all the upper portion of John 
Day Valley is covered from three to eighteen inches with 
snow. Most of the farmers are without feed, and the stock 
is commencing to perish. Cattle are so poor that thousands 
will die in eastern Oregon if the snow should disappear 
to-morrow.” . 

Mr. W. M. Roprnson writes from Windsor, Kansas: 
“ Please send me all the papers necessary to form an auxil- 
iary League. I will do all I can to get up a League here, 
but it will be an up-hill business, for the country is thinly 
settled. Mr. Abbot is injuring us a little in the West by 
keeping Christians away from our Leagues, but he has no 
friends among the Liberals—not one. If the L. L, Con- 
gress is held at Lawrence I shall try and meet you and other 
friends there. Poor Abbot, Bundy, and Ellis are getting 
their just deserts out here. They can’t shake the reputa- 
tions of Mendum and Seaver in the least with Western Lib- 
erals. Their characters are established like the granite of 
the mountains. ll hell can't injure their reputations. If 
Mrs. Slenker cant be induced to attend the Congress I would 
be greatly pleased. I do want to see the greatest living 
woman, intellectually, of this country. She is doing a great 
amount of good.” i 

Dr. O. F. ANGELL, of Lawrence, Kan., writes : ‘‘ Hav- 
ing been appointed on the Committee of Arrangementa I 
hav made a contract for the use of Bismarck Grove from 
Sept 1st to 7th, inclusive. The arrangements for railroad 
rates hav not yet been made, but Mr. Shelton assures me 
that the rates will be made satisfactory to us, and very low 
for car-load lots from Boston, New York, and all points East 
where a car load or more can be made up. The grove is 
being put in the best possible condition—enlarged and im. 
proved ; a large hotel is being built on the grounds, and we 
hav a contract that board shall not exceed one doilar per 
day during the meeting. Tents will be let for from fifty 
cents to one dollar per day, according to size. We are sure 
we shall bav the largest gatbering ever held in the W est, 
especially if the Liberal League Congress meets with us, as 
I trust it may. And the low fare will, no doubt, bring 
thousands from the East, besides the delegates who desire 
to attend the Congress and see this country. I think we 
will hav organized by the 1st of September fifty or sixty 
Leagues. Brothers Campfield and O. A. Phelps are grand 
workers, and they are never one minute idle.” 

GEN. B. A. Morton, of New Haven, Cona., writes: “I 
am satisfied with the Liberal League platform as it is. I 
am opposed to incorporating in the same . Freelovism, 
Socialism, Communism, or any other ism. I am opposed to 
indorsing as an organization any special doctrine or princi- 
ple of any political, social, or religious party ‘that does not 
tend directly to the advancement of the aims and interest 
of the National Liberal League, viz : Total separation of 
church and state ; national protection for national citizens; 
Universal education the basis of universal suffrage. The 
position I took in my inaugural address when elected Presi- 
dent of the National Liberal party, at Cincinnati, remains 
unchanged. With proper care the National Liberal League 
can become a power in the land for great good, and in order 
that it may become such it must be kept free and clear 
from all issues except such as are indicated in its platform. 
As an organization we hav nothing to do with the various 
political parties or peace-disturbing societies. Our object is 
to secure ‘Justice for all! Privilege for none! I am glad 


to know that the League is extending its usefulness so rap- | ' 


idly. We hav a fine working auxiliary League in this city 
of which I hav the honor of being President.” 


Dra. L. J. RusskLL, who wil be remembered by the 
readers of Tam TRUTH SEEKER as the man whom the Bell 
county Baptists so outrageously whipped a few years since, 
writes from Harrisville, Texas: “I hav written to a number 
of my Liberal friends in Texas urging them to organize 
Leagues; but so far I meet with no success. But still I am 
not wholly discouraged; I will keep trying. There ig 
altogether too much apathy among the Liberala of the 


South; they don't fully appreciate the advantages of a Aurora, Q, 
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thorough organization. While I know there are very many 
Liberals in Texas, yet, so far as I am able to learn, there: 
are but five organizations and but two chartered Leagues. 
Our leading newspapers are generally very Liberal in tone 
and growing more so daily; and I hope soon to see the time 
when all the Liberals of the state will be fully aroused toa 
sense of duty, and, Leagues;spring up on all sides. Ihada 
letter a few days since from Col. Norton, of Salado, in this” 
county. He writes there are quite a number of Liberals in 
his vicinity. In reply I suggested that he organize a Liberal 
League, or at least to call a meeting of Liberals, and notify 
me and I would go and try to perfect an organization. I 
hope the Colonel wil push the good work ahead; he is & 
perfect gentleman in every sense of the word and a man of 
intelligence, and will do our cause much good.” 


Me. ROBERT S. SHOEMAKER, writes from Rush, Pa.: “ Ir 
is now nearly two years since I had any correspondence 
with you on the Liberal subject. At that time I was doing 
business for G. H. Weller, of Wyalusing, At the same time 
I was trying to organize the Liberal element in that town 
into a Liberal League. Mr. Weller learned of it and dis- 
charged me, and refused to settle with me or pay me for 
services rendered. I brought suit against him and recovered 
a little over five hundred dollars, more than I had offered to 
compromise for. He was compelled to pay, including 
costa, over eight hundred dollars. His only excuse for his 
conduct was that he could not conscientiously be engaged 
jn business with a person of my religious belief, or, in other 
words, with an Infidel, He tried his best to get the evi- 
dence of my wife and daughters and myself rejected om 
account of our religious belief, but failed to make it work. 
I removed from Wyalusing to this place in September last, 
and am now in business with my father and brother, who 
are both Liberals. "We are doing all we can for the Liberal 
cause. My brother and I are working the ground over 
thoroughly. We take the Investigator and Tum TRUTH 
SEEKER, and hav paid for about twenty trial subscribers to 
THE TRUTH BEEKER ourselves, besides sending Bennett 
some donations. We are now circulatiug a petition to 
Congress for the repeal of the Comstock Postal laws. We 
hav about one hundred names on it, which is nearly one- 
third of the voters of this township. We hope to organize 
a League bere the coming summer. Next fall we want to 
circulate a petition for the taxation of church property. 
This part of the county is very Liberal, and with some 
effort we can get the majority to sign a petition for taxing 
church property. We are flooding this section with Infidel 
literature, and it is having a good effect. I intend this sum- 
mer to devote some time to working up the Liberal ele- 
ment.” H. L. GREEN. 

P. 8.—Every person who desires to be well posted in the 
prineiples of the Liberal League movement should send 
sixty cents to Messrs. Talbot & Co., 50 Larnard street, 
Detroit, Michigan, and procure a dozen copies of © Liberal- 
ism versus Superstition,” by Hon. U. K. Booth. Reader, 
do-not fail to do this. P H. L, G. 

or 
A Baker’s Dozen. 


To THE EDITOR or Tau TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Yes, 
there are just about thirteen of the genuine F. E. Abbot. 
** Liberal Union " followers now left to listen to his contin- 
uous stream of vituperation of the National Liberal League.. 
One ancient judge, three or four effete Rev. Liberals, two: 
or three figure-head presidents of ''unions," a feeble sec- . 
retary or two to fill up the list, and a trio of immaculate 
spinsters. To be sure he uses the name of Robert Ingersoll 
and one or two more of staunch National Liberal Leaguers 
(probably without their approval or consent) to giv some 
unction and body to the attenuated Union specter, which 
still make it discernable to the naked eye ; but, in the lan- 
guage of scripture, “O Lord, how long; what wait we 
for ?" ; 

This pretense of an organization having no life, motion, or 
actual existence except in the hallucination of F, E. Abbot’s 
brain is nothing, if not abusive. So let itrail On and call its 
betters what it will. The National Liberal League, respected 
for the average talent, character, and integrity of its mem. 
bers, will go on conquering and to conquer the regard of 
the American people. It makes no claim of “ godlike per- 
fection," but is human, and partakes of the virtues and 
faults natural to humanity, but aiming to enlarge the oppur- 
tunities of all to grow ; it welcomes to its ranks the earnest, 
the honest, the bold, and the true—men like D. M. Bennett, 
who “own up " and lie not, evea when in prison, and there- 
by take hold of the sympathies of all admirers of open- . 
hearted manhood. 

Let us press on in the Liberal work, and it-will not be long: 
before the last deluded '' Liberal” Rev. will open his eyes. 
to realize that he is living in a progressive world, and that. 
he must imbibe the elixir of liberality or die alone, and his 
petrified utterance of ‘‘touch me not or I shall be contam- 
inated,” will be the narrow winding-sheet in which he is 
laid away, odorless, valueless, and friendless. 

Yours for breadth, HENRY Damon, 
Ch. Mass. Ex. Com. N. L. L. 


^ oe 
“The Bible of To-Day.” 
“The Bible of To-Day” is a peculiar but instructive 
work, powerful in stating old things in a new light. Mr. 
Chadwick has attacked the Bible in a very peculiar but. 
striking manner. He is certainly a great Biblical scholar 
and has spent much time in studyiag authors thor- 
oughly who hav written for and against the “ holy book." 
It is altogether a different work from any I ever read. If 
any one be anxious to get a thorough kriowledge of the his- 
tory of the Bible I know of no work thrit, will giv a general 
information better than the one in quest jon. Mr. Chadwick 
may be termed a scripturian, R. Q, FENTON. ' 
Sec s 
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A Plea for Unity. 


To TOHE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sr: It would 
‘seem from the tenor and spirit of many communications that 
a Radical is nothing if not belligerent. If there is sufficient 
difference in any two to designate them by different names, 
there must straightway be a pitched battle between them. 


` That while, in fact, their main life-purpose is the same, and 


the means they use very similar, their diversity in methods, 
with & different summing up of conclusions, too often en- 
genders acrimony and bitterness. An enlarged measure of 
truth, increased opportunities for good, a clearer vision to 
detect and avoid evil, work little in favor of that toleration, 
that is as anxious to hear as be heard, as desirous of being 
criticised as itis to question the opinions of others, and 
as ready to concede a position as it is to defend one. Radi- 
cals, of ail others, should be aware of and recognize this 
fact, that free minds change their opinions more frequently 
than any Other Class, are least fixed in many of their con- 
clusions ; for the simple reason that opinions are only es- 
teemed useful as they aid human development. We dis- 
card opinions as readily as we cast off worn-out garments, 
when we perceive them to be errors, The great aim of our 
lives is to place the mind and body in a condition to receive 
most readily all influences that tend to their well-being. 

I do not think any well-wisher of humanity will take ex- 
ceptions to these affirmations. In view of the necessity for 
unity on the part of every friend of true Liberalism, as well 
as from the fact of the magnitude of the,work before us, is it 
not the part of wisdom to try and use the best methods 
and most clearly-defined efforts to push forward the cause 
of human liberty ? 

We are certainly in no condition to fight over our little 
differences, while the church and state are united in a twin- 
censorship of the press, when free speech is not tolerated, 
while the world’s saviors are imprisoned, and a system of 
espionage encouraged under the guise of religion, and with 
& pretense for public virtue and private purity; using 
means to carry out its base purposes that violate every 
element of justice and set at defiance all that ennobles man, 
woman, and child. I desire a union of all our strength, to 
wring from our opponents the same liberty of thought and 
expression they claim for themselves. I would hav repealed 
all laws that interfere with the free use of the United States 
mails. I would hold no question that directly or indirectly 
concerns humanity outside the pale of thorough and search- 
ing investigation. I would ask neither gods nor men how 
I should think nor what myself or others should think or 
say, and would only limit & person's right to do as he 
pleases, to make it harmonize with the equal rights of 
others and the principle of universal equity. As we hav 
80 much at stake it seems wise to imitate the spirit and 
method of the Garrisonian Abolitionists. 

They concentrated all their energies to destroy slavery. 
Every shade of religious or non-religious believers worked 
togcther in perfect accord for the accomplishment of this 
one object. "Twas this that made their yearly meetings so 
important and their auxiliaries so effective. The simple 
desire of justice to the oppressed was a bond of union that 
no shades of conviction in other directions could efface or 
mar. 

Such being a well-established fact, may not our Spiritual- 
istic and Materialistic friends learn wisdom thereby? May 
not Bros. Sherman, Deed, Gorsuch, and others, illustrate a 
better spirit of toleration and catholicity ? "Tis not possible 
for any two persons to aee any object. at precisely the same 
angle of vision. No two minds can perceive at a single 
(mental) glance any thought, opinion, or question as a whole 
or in detail in like propórtion and completeness. Diversity, 
dissimilarity, and varied individuality complete the uni- 
versal. Unity and accord are the result of judicious blend- 
ing—the giving that is receiving, the losing to find, the 
sacrifice of selfishness to perfect self. All nature is a stand- 
ing rebuke and reproof to petty irritableness on the part 
of any who contend for pet opinions in an unkind vein. 


?’Twould be as wise to find fault with a man for preferring 


green to scarlet, or a cube to a sphere, as to take him to task 
for being in the wrong or superstitious on account of his 
conviction in favor of Materialism or Spiritualism. There 
is no wrong in either as & matter of belief, but one or both 
may be at variance with the truth, and superstitious by intol- 
erance and worship of pet dogmas. The church does not 
monopolize all the superstitions, does not exhibit all the 
narrowness, is not the only party that likes to persecute. 
With our advantages, it is both shameful and discreditable 
that we fail to represent by our lives and conduct our 
appreciation of the blessings and benefits we enjoy by 
rising above the narrowness of our opponents, and for 


which on their part we are 80 ready to hurl our Liberal 


rocks, " 

There is no Wrong in any belief or opinion honestly enter- 
tained, and he or she is the bigot who takes any offense 
with another for failing to perceive as they do. Orthodox 
and heterodox hav equal rights (or are entitled to them), 
and are entitled to equal respect and consideration. What 
right hav I to find fault with my Methodist or Catholic 
neighbor any more than he has to find fault with me? Our 
sincerity, most likely, is at par. Only when we seek to 
Cross the line of each other's right is there room for criti- 
cism and exception. We should doubtless reason together, 
and compare opinions, to see whose views are most in 
accord for human well-being. But if we can not do this it 
is not our province to cry bigot or simpleton: We do not 
fight the church for its belief, but for what we affirm are 
the actions as the fruit of it. If the priesthood were ever 
ready to accord us an open field and a fair fight, never seek- 
ing to misrepresent and persecute we should hav nothing 
but friendship and words of love for them. Catholicism 
has its pope, Protestantism has its pope (the Bible), and too 
many Radicals hav science for their pope. There are times 


a 


when an impartial eye will see little difference in either. 
Judging from the intolerance displayed by all, we who talk 
about God as freely as we mention the deities of polytheism, 
and regard with no sanctity systems that hav been esteemed 
sacred for centuries, hav a very flippant way of talking 
about science, as though its conclusions were infallible, 
and that all who dared to question them were simpletons, 


and ignorant. What is science in its deductive and induct- 
ive aspect but a system of investigation and experiments 
regarding the operations of nature? It is, without ques- 
tion, an important factor in human knowledge and general 
utility. Those, however, who deem it as an unerring guide 
are With the Catholics and Protestants in mental subserviency 
and slavish submission. 

Science is quite as changeable as theology, and many of 
its professors are as dogmatic as Luther or Calvin. To show 
the instability of science, let me introduce one simple illus- 
tration, Let it be the two theories of light. First is the 
emission theory of Sir Isaac Newton, who was almost 
esteemed à god. This theory was supported by the great 
abilities of Laplace, Malus, Biot, Brewster, and others. 
Huyghens and the celebrated mathematician Euler were the 
first to oppose it, holding that light, like sound, was a pro- 
duct of wave-motion. Dr. Young of England, by experi- 
ment, demonstrated the fallacy of Newton’s emission theory, 
and, according to John Tyndall, placed the undulatory or 
wave-motion theory on a sure foundation. Prof. Josiah P. 
Cooke, of Harvard University, says. that he cannot agree 
with those who regard the wave theory of light as an estab- 
lished principle of science. General Pleasanton of Phila- 
delphia, by a series of experiments, makes sorry work of 
Tyndall’s ** sure foundation," and the probabilities are that 
the undulatory or wave theory will hav its successor. It is 
said of Madam Thiers that she declined to publish the 
posthumous works of her husband, M. Thiers (ex-president), 
among which Were his writings on science. It was sug- 
gested to her that it might be wise, before doing s0, to sub- 
mit them to the leading scientists of Paris. She did so, and 
they told her it would not do to publish them, for it would 
ruin her husband's reputation, as they were simply exploded 
theories. As regards Spiritualism, scientists hav treated it 
With the most shameful disrespect. Faraday was Calvin’s 
parallel. 

M. A. N. Aksakof, in au ablearticle on mediumism and 
the St. Petersburg scientific committee, says that ‘‘ the phe- 
nomena chase the scientists, and the scientists run away 
from the phenomena.” Many Spiritualists were well-read 
in Materialism, many were outapoken Materialists. The 
phenomena hav convinced them of continued life. Some 
Spiritualists hav reasoned themselves into . conditions 
whereby. a material film has covered their spiritual vision. 
Bro. Jamieson is among the number. What, then, shall I 
love or respect Bro. Jamieson less? NotI! He is honest ; 
I know it! I am an honest Spiritualist; I know that too !,1 
also know that a belief in continued life does not lessen 
my desire to make our rudimental existence pure, free, 
good, and noble. Who is not aware that Prof. Hare, the 
two Owens’, and a great army of their kind, retained [all 
the sweetness of their dispositions, purity of their actions, 
and intense enthusiasm for the well-being of the race, after 
their conviction of the truth (to them) that this was but the 
beginning of splrit life—but the bud and seed-time of our 
mentality—as when they held that all imdividual entity 
began and ended with material organization? Let us enjoy 
peacefully for a season these side issues, or if they are dis- 
cussed, let it be with the spirit of justice and love, so grand 
and noble, that wrings respect from our most bitter oppo- 
nents. We hav copied too long their methods; let us 
henceforth make manifest in all we say and do the beauty 
and truth of the principles we advocate, and the object we 
seek to accomplish. GEoReE LYNN. 

Lockport, Il., March 16, 1880. 


Pious Accusations. 


To THE EDITOR of THE TRUTH BEERER, Sir: Is it not 
about time that clerical defamers stop their accusations, and 
try to prove to the reading public the truth of some of their 
charges ? 

To commence, let us take up the Freelove idea. For our 
part we cannot see why one of them should be so very much 
hurt about it. No Infidel has as yet gone deep enough into 
the matter to disgrace himself with crime ; and if he has, 
he has known enough to keep out of jail, an'1 not to hav 
alarmed the neigborhood with the scandal. Can the clergy 
say as much? Every week now brings its proofs that the 
very men who are crying so loudly ‘‘ Mad dog” are them- 
selves the most affected. In face of facts daily coming up 
can they deny that Freelove is not & part of their creed ? 

To lay a charge of this ‘nature upon the shoulders of an 
enemy does not, in our way of thinking, excuse the crime 
in themselves. Prudence should dictate, Better keep still. 

To carry the thing still farther: It is the purest nonsense 
to accuse others of crime of which the accuser is also guilty. 
To judge others by self may be just in regard to self, while 
the rankest injustice to the accused. 

This thing has gone so far that we feel that their pious 
accusers should prove their words. Giv us the names of 
these Infidels who are so wicked. Who are they who ruin 
the homes of brothers under the name of morality and piety? 
Who are they who rob the orphan, and their employers, of 
immense wealth? Who are they who are brought weekly 
into court charged with infamous crimes? Giv us the 
names of a few of the rascals. If the Infidels’ ranks are 
filled with such vermin we want to know it, and when once 
this is proved we want nothing more to do with them. 

Pious Joe, here is a good chance for you. Point us out 
these ‘‘ cancer-planters.” Name our Beechers, Averys, and 
Freemans, A little proof here in this line will clear the fo 


amazingly. Goto work at once and make this plain unto 
us, or sit down and keep still. 

Now, Warbling Joe, and others of your ilk, let me ask 
you one plain question, Do you know what shame is? If 
you do, let us see you practice so as to be thought not 


shameless by well-disposed people. 


A word of advice: Get some of Colgate’s soap, and wash 
your own robes clean before you undertake the robes of 
others. Let us see you doa good job at home before we 
employ you. 

Another word: Do you know that abuse is not argument? 
Do you know it hurts your cause every time you use it ? 
Do you know it has no weight with any reasonable person ? 
Do you know it confesses you hav no case? Do you know 
to accuse others of crimes you are guilty of yourselves does 
not liftthat crime from your own shoulders? Do you know, 
being yourself guilty of a crime, to accuse another of like 
offenses makes you look the more contemptible ? 'To min- 
gle Christ, morality, and such things, with your abuse 
stamps you at once a hypocrite, knave, and even something 
worse. 

If you do not — these things, then we do, and so does 
every other reasonable person. We make bold to tell you 
these things plainly, and hope you will heed them if you 
hav any wisdom left. f 

We want you to understand this thing plainly. We do 
not apologize for crime, neither do we defend it under any 
circumstances. Yet we are disgusted every time we hear 
clergymen whose robes are not over clean talking about 
these things. .We think such matter it would bea very 
excellent policy for them to let strictly alone. 

Now, Noisy Joe, just bring out your proofs, backed by 
truth, and stop lying. Do this, or subside at once. We are 
88 anxious to find out these men as you are to expose them. 
We are confident you hav no case, but if you hav, present 
it in legal form. Now, just let science alone one Monday 
morning and attend strictly to this matter. 

Hamilton, R, I., Feb., 1880. Jas. N. ARNOLD. 


— — t$ 4A—————— —— 
Prof. Denton Criticised. 


To THE EDITOR or Tun TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav been 
an attentive reader of Tas Tauta SEEKER for three years. 
Among its. contributors highly esteemed by me is Prof. 
Denton; and his article in your issue of Feb. 14th impels me 
to giv you some of my thoughts and ask a few questiops, 
hoping some one will answer. i 

The Professor says, ‘‘ Everywhere we find law, law and 
its manifestations ; nowhere do we find miracle." 

Again he says, ‘‘And eut of the same law and the same 
process of unfolding and progression is developed a Lyell.” 

Again, "If I am told that behind all this impressive uni. 
versal manifestation of law there is an intelligent ruling 
spirit, I recognize the truth of the assertion." 

If I am not mistaken, the Professor believes in the eternal 
nature of matier. Then if the material universe is eternal 
in its nature, are not the Jaws governing matter also eternal ? 
Is not the one as reasonable as the other? If then 
the laws governing matter are co-eternal with matter, 
is there any need of getting ''behind all this impressive 
manifestation of law” to prop it up with ‘‘ an intelligent 
ruling spirit ?" The fact that these laws hav developed a 
Lyell and Humboldt is to my mind no more evidence of aii 
intelligent ruler than the development of a fish, a scorpion, 
or a flower. I see in nature the Working of law, but blind, 
unpitying, irrational law. 

While I write there: are doubtless tens of thousands of 
human beings and other animals suffering varioua degrees 
of agony—starving, freezing, drowning, murdering, teeth 
and claws tearing flesh and crunching bones of living, 
writhing creatures. 

The Professor asks, ' Do not the hawks and eagles also 
need a breakfast ? ” 

In the name of suffering and unnumbered millions of 
harmless doves, sparrows, rabbits, lambs, etc., that hav died 
most painful deaths that other animals’ hunger might be 
appeased—in the name of all that is merciful and humane, 
I ask, Why is this? Where is your beneficent ruler? 
Why could not their natures as well hav been formed to 
feed upon herbage and inanimate objects? A human being 
with power to prevent, who would permit such cruelties, 
would be thought a beastly monster. To me, evidently, if 
there is an intelligent ruler that rules, he is either infinitely 
cruel or powerless to prevent suffering, Respectfully, 

C. T, DANIELS. 


P. 8.—If, as Bro. Chapman says, & few spirits can move a 
table, a good many should be able to move a house. Let us 
hav the evidence. - E. T. D. 

— eo 

HYPOCRISY —CLERICAL AND Larc.—The high and titled 
ranks among the clergy, though they may not believe all 
that is taught in the liturgy (or any other authorized exposi- 
tion of religious belief), must profess it in public, that the 
lower ranks may be kept in order. They bow the knee, 
that the vulgar, taught by their example, may do the like, 
and may really believe what is pretended only by their 
superiors ; and, what is worse—according to the newest 
fashion—the man who professes Infidelity amung his confi- 
dential associates is the very person whois the most system- 
atical in enforcing orthodoxy upon his inferiors. He 
revels in his liberty, and makes it his boast that he has freed 
himself from all superstitious shackles, at the same time 
that he holds it for *' very stuff of conscience” not to let in 
the least glimmering of light upon his servants and those 
who are placed in a station below him.—Godwin’s Essays. .' 

: C di ee 

Bo FAR as magnitude of work is concerned, the great 
Chinese wall surpasses everything in ancient and modern 
times, of which there is any trace. The pyramids of Egypt 

re nothing compared to it. 


198 


The Truth Seeker, March 27, 1880. 


5 


Synopsis of Remarks at the Funeral of Brother Teague minute-book as a tribute of respect due to him from! reply to "Inquirer," I see that, in an Dimade moment, I 


David Porter. 


BY THE REQUEST OF THE PITTSBURGH LIBERAL LEAGUE, 
FEBRUARY 18, 1880. 


SistERS AND BROTHER8: We meet to-day upon what we 
consider a very solemn occasion, and it sometimes appears 
to me that upon such an occasion the most appropriate 
conduct is &bsolute silence, as every heart knows its own 
bitterness; but when we take all things into consideration, 
it may be best that we should relieve our internal grief by 
giving expression to our feelings. 

By our side lies our brother silent in death, What were 
his sympathies during life, you who are his most intimate 
friends know far better than I cun express; but thisI do 
know, that he was a man of a broad mind and no narrow 
bigot, but a believer in the universal brotherhood of man. 

Was he consistent with his belief? ‘Let his actions in 
life answer. He was associated with that class of men who 
labored through opposition and persecution for the libera- 
tion of those that were held in physical bondage, claiming 
that all were the children of our common father. 

Had he any authority for such a belief more than the 
conviction of his own broad and cultivated mind? It is 
recorded in our language that eighteen hundred years ago 
it was boldly asserted that God made all men of one blood. 
(Acts xvii, 26.) These being his convictions, he was no 
respecter of persons, but sought to elevate all men and giv 
them an equal chance in life. . 

Had he any authority in this respect aside from the con- 
victions of his own broad nature? We are also informed 
away back in the past that one who looked upon his own 
nation as being the special people of the common father, 
exclaimed, ‘‘I perceive of a truth that God is no respecter 
of persons” (Acts x, 34.); 

Our departed brother, who had dedicated his, life to 
search for and practice the truth as far as his broad mind 
could grasp it, had he not built upon a sure fcundation, 
need we be surprised that when persecution and ¢ filiction 
beat upon this fabric it did not fall, being founded upon a 
rock? 

He not only sought deliverance from physical bondage, 
but he strove to shake the shackles of bigotry and supersti- 
tion from his own mind and the minds of his fellow-men, 
knowing that the truth would make bo!h bim and them free, 
(John viii, 31.) 

Now, what shall we say of such a man? Shall we look 
upon his life and death with suspicion and fear? Nay, 
verily, such men are the salt of the earth. Shall we, then, 
not honor him in his life and also in his death? Was he 
not à practical believer in true manhood, who fully indorsed 
and practically lived out the sentiment, '*It is the mind 

‘that makes the man, and not merely the physical appear- 
ance?” And may we not say to his bereaved widow and 
children, that are left here to stay a little longer, Dry. up 
your tears; your loss is his eternal gain? And need we 
manifest any surprise that he should sympathize with that 
class of men who declare that the world is their country 
&nd their religion to do good? 

Signed on behalf of the League, ROBERT PEET, 
CHABLES MARTIN, 

Committee. 


MEMORIAL 


OF THE PITTSBURGH LIBERAL LEAGUE, IN REMEMBRANCE 
OF DAVID PORTER, AN AGED AND HIGHLY-ESTREMED 
MEMBER OF THE LEAGUE, 


The greatest blessing man can bestow upon his fellow- 
being is to cultivate the inherent properties of his own mind, 
and transmit his experience to those around him. Such a 
man is not only a benefit to himself but to his race, for he is 
a living witness of the truth that man does not liv by bread 
alone, but by seeking after truth, knowledge, and mora} 
power. However humble may be the position of such a 
man in society, it is certain that his influence on those 
around him will kindle desires in them to grow beyond the 
common wants of uncultivated humanity, and aspire to ele- 
vate themselves to that state of moral susceptibility which 
will bring them toa more enlightened perception of their 
mission in this life. The decease of men, who hav «xerted 
Buch influences on those who hav been acquainted with 
them will be deeply regretted. Family, friends, and asso- 
ciates all feel to experience a serious loss, and each feels a 
desire to pay some tribute of respect to their memory. In 
compliance with these feelings, the Liberal League offers 
this humble memorial in remembrance and honor of David 
Porter. He was one of the oldest and most esteemed mem- 
bers of the League, and a regular attender as long as his 
health would permit, and discharged his duty faithtuily and 
honorably. His addresses to the League were of superior 
intelligence. Whether the subject was religion, science, or 
polities, he always displayed an intimate acquaintance 
with it, and generally fortified his position with facts and 
supported it by philosophical and moral reasoning. He 
possessed deep penetration of thought and a high degree of 
moral perception and wise discrimination. ‘The Liberal 
League deeply regrets the loss of 80 valued à member, but, 
though its loss is great, the League is aware that those who 
hav had a nearer acquaintance with the deceased hav expe- 
rienced a far greater loss—the loss of a husband, a father, a 
protector, and à friend—to whom the League feels urged to 
this expression of deep sympathy for the bereaved wife, 
children, relations, and friends ; therefore, 

Resolved, That a copy of this memorial be sent to the be- 
reaved family of our departed fellow-member as a token of 


respect and esteem to his memory, and an expression of our 
ary for them in the loss of their earthly protector ; 


um That à copy o£ this memorial be entered in the 


he League. . 

Signed on behalf of the League, 

Ropert PEET, 
CHARLES Martin, 


H. E. JuERGERS, Sec y. Committee. 


Feb, 22, 1880. 
What is Liberalism ? 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: I do not 
desire to intrude myself upon your columns, but after a 
careful perusal of Gunther’s reply to Sotheran, I am 
prompted to ask the above question. 

Liberals accuse the church of not fairly discussing ques- 
tions at issue. The church either stops discussion entirely, 
or, when it cannot do that, it assumes an air of exalted 
wisdom, and endeavors, by sweeping assumptions and per- 
sonal derision, to silence opposition. Can it be possible 
that there are Liberals who are guilty of the same mistake ? 
Surely not. The very soul of Liberalism, as I understand 
it, consists of a due respect to the convictions of others. It 
| matters not how erroneous we may conceive them to be, we 
should still remember that they are the convictions of a 
fellow-man, and entitled to respectful notice, if any at all. 
We should also remember that each idea, however false it 
may be, contains a germ of truth, without which it would 
never hav existed. The most profound of human knowledge 
is, at best, but fragments of the grand sum total of truth, and 
it is not strange that in endeavoring to fit these fragments 
together man has ever been involved in error, And while 
it is imperative that we defend ourselves to the best of our 
ability against the imperfections of our fellow-man, as well 
as our own, it is not right to denounce him for those imper- 
fections any more than to denounce ourselves. 

It is certainly a mistake for Mr. Gunther to “saw off” 
Mr, Skinner and Mr. Sotheran in the way he does. He 
treats them as almost beneath his notice. Mr. Skinners 
article was quite a plain, unostentatious statement of what 
he believes to be facts, worthy in every respect of a candid 
consideration. There may be more credit in money than 
Mr. Gunther is aware of. He will not deny that paper 
money is credit, and if he examines the matter carefu!ly he 
may detect credit mixed up with the value of silver and 
gold. The demonetization of silver by only a few nations 
appeared to somewhat affect its value, and if all nations 
were to demonetize both silver and gold how does he know 
that their value would not shrink to a third of what it is at 
present. At any rate it is fair to assume that their value 
would be lessened by depriving them of their monetary uses. 
Bo perhaps, Mr. Gunther, our friend Skinner is not such a 
confirmed lunatic as you imagine he is, and I make a move 
that you rescind your ban and allow him to write occasion- 
ally for Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 

You say there are no laurels to be won in disputing with 
Mr, Sotheran, and that hereafter you will ignore his 
“scribbling.” Surely no Liberal in his right mind could 
utter such a sentiment. What are the ''laurels" you are 
after ? Hav you any greater desire than the evolution of 
truth ? Lam afraid, Mr. Gunther, you hav caught this sen- 
timent from some orthodox preacher, and got it mixed in 
with your Liberalism unawares You intimate that Mr. 
Sotheran is actuated by self-interest, and therefore unworthy 
of candid treatment. I would like to see a person who is 
not mainly actuated by self-interest, either imaginary or 
real. ‘Self-interest is the very root and foundation of indi- 
viduslism. I take it for granted that every person who 
advocates anything is in some way or other interested in 
what he advocates. A doctrine is either right or wrong in 
and of itself, and not according to the interestedness or dis- 
interestedness of its advocates. 

You said in your former article that you are no novice in 
the Liberal cause, that you hav been through all the issues 
and hav been an Atheist over twenty years. Ah,‘there is 
where you make your mistake! Atheism is not Liberalism. 
A man may be an Atheist and yet be as illiberal and bigoted 
in his ideas a8 any priest in the world. Liberalism stands 
upon the broad and generous platform of humanity, where 
all the isms and schisms and dogmas in existence become 
matters of secondary importance. The greatest fault I find 
witu orthodoxy is that it takes one of the isms and makes a 
god of it. Liberals cannot afford to make this mistake. 

It cannot surely be Liberalism to designate any human 
beings as '',dock-ranters," “ sand-lotters,” etc. What made 
them what they are? Science says organism and environ- 
ment. You and I might hav been ‘‘dock-ranters” had we 
been born and raised under favorable conditions. That we 
are not should stimulate feelings of sympathy and charity 
for those who are so unfortunate. While self-preservation 
may compel us, as à choice of evils, to fight them, yet we 


should never forget that they are our fellow-beings, depraved | 


as they are by ignorance, superstition, and tyranny. Ever. 
if you are acquainted with them, you certainly do not pre- 
tend to hav exploted the mysteries of their evolution, and 
you surely do not wish to assent to the Christian dogma ‘of 
total depravity. 

I am not criticising your article, but only its spirit. 
While I admire its independence of thought, I detect that 
spirit of arrogance and intolerance which has ever been the 
bane of Freethought, and which has done more to suppress 
truth than all other factors combined. Ido not claim this 
was your motive in writing it; far from it. I can see how, 
under the pressure of an overflowing strength of conviction, 
we are prompted to use strong language. ‘‘ Bulldozing” is 
an element of human nature, but it must be restrained. I 
can also see that such is the custom of the world. We may 
call ourselves Liberals, and honestly endeavor to be such, 
but we cannot, without repeated efforts, shake off the 
shackles which hav been riveted upon us by the prejudices 
and bigotry which surround us. I myself am a frequent 

į victim to the Moloch of prejudice. In my late article ia 


hav used the words ''interest suckers” and ‘‘ drones,” and 
yet I know that many noble men are compelled to become 
such without any special fault of theirs, because, under our 
present imperfect financial system, there is no better open- 
ing for the investment of their means. It is a weakness, 
for I am sure such epithets neither convince nor awaken an 
interest in the subject discussed. Burns formulated the 
fundamental principle of Liberalism when he said, 
“A man’s a man for a’ that.” 

and Thomas Paine exemplified it during the French Revolu- 
tion when he said, ‘‘ Destroy the king but spare the man,” 
It means death to error, but life and good will to the 
victim. Wa. LOUDEN. 

Fairfield, Towa, Mar. 2, 1880. = 


— oo 


_ An Open Letter to F. E. Abbot. | 


FRIEND A250T: Even at the risk of being classed with 
the ‘‘ungcrupulous vilifiers who every week. attack us in 
Tus TRUTH SEEKER,” I venture to ask thee, in all honesty 
of intention, a few simple questions that hav been weighing 
upon my mind ever since I read that long article some 
months ago in the Index in favor of the whipping-post. as 
the cheapest and most effectual preventive of stealing. Now 
I wish to know if whipping is really an outgrowth of en- 
lightened ethical cg]ture ? If it is possible that there is not 
even one among all that pure, high-toned, moral class of 
Free Religionists that read thy paper who has enough of 
that broad, humanitezrian, charitable element of true Lib- 
eralism in his make-up to induce him to plead for the poor 
unfortunates who are less favorably organized and circum- 
stanced than themselves ? Is it not inferable that you all 
indorse the article, since no one has, to my knowledge, 
even attempted to speak a word in opposition to it ? Can it 
be possible that among all that long array of prominent 
names whose owners pay 80 much for the privilege of being 
made morally pure and good by the Zndev, not one can be 
found on the side of the poor prisoner—the victim of cir- 
Cumstances that conspired to make him precisely what he 
is? Are you all content to hav your records go down to 
posterity as individuals who tacitly agreed to hav men, 
women, and children brutally whipped for the trivial offense 
of appropriating some trifling possession of another ? 

Just take it home to thyself, friend Abbot, and imagine 
thou sees a tender and delicate boy or girl tied to a stake, 
and a great, brutal, coarse, muscular man cutting into the 
white, quivering flesh of the bare back with the thong of 
rawhide, while the cries of the helpless victim ring out 
upon the air and fall upon the hearts of the spectators as a 
piercing, stinging pain. There stands thy wife, mother, 
sister, and innocent little tender children looking on and 
Shuddering with horror and anguish ; and yonder a group 
of reckless boys jibing and jeeriug at the sad scene; while 
over the whole hover the angels of peace, love, and charity, 
pleading for an ethical culture that shall hav a few elements 
of pure humanity in its ingredients. 

'* Cheaper!" Yes, it's cheaper to kill all Jaw-breakers, all 
criminals, all lunatics, and all drunkards, than it is to reform 
them. Cheaper, that is, for present purposes! But how 
about the seed sown? How about the crop that is to be 
harvested from the brutal, inhuman, savage laws that now 
stain the record-bcoks of so many of our legislative halls, 
here in the land of the free and the home of the brave? 
Yes, it is brave to strike a bound and helpless child, a man 
whose instincts hav been warped by unfortunate surround- 
ings, or a woman who steals bread for her starving little 
ones, I think, if some of you silent non-protesters will liv 
as I do, in the midst of whipping-posts, and within the very 
sound of the blows, and could hear the bratal laugh and 
eruel jest at the expense of the poor victim, and realize all 
the evil that grows out of this debasing, degrading, horrible 
thing, you would cry out as even I now do. If thie be the 
fruita of ‘‘ ethical culture,” of superior *' morality and pur- 
ity," may the shade of the man thou hast so vilified and 
condemned—the tender, loving, gentle, snd humane D. M. 
Bennett—the martyr to tyrannical priestcraft and ignorant 
judicial power, preserve me from all further contact with 
such pharisaical selfish purity and goodness as this. I 
believe in a pure morality, in intelligence, and in all that is 
noble, beautiful, and good. And are not these qualities far 
oftener found amongst the common people, the uncultured 


‘and unlearned, than in those who so emphatically declare, 


* I am holier than thou?” 

These in their unlettered ignorance may be rough, coarse, 
or even vulgar; but they hav warm, living'hearts, true and 
tender affections, noble and unselfish impulses, and a beau- 
tiful holy sympathy that crops out all along through the 
trials and temptations of life's cares and burdens, and gilds 
over many a rude, unpolished surface, hiding the deformity 
even as the beautiful green, tender-clinging ivy hides the 
ruins of Time’s iron fingers on the old oak’s decaying 
trunk, or on the tottering walls of the stately but fast 
crumbling castle. Infidel Liberalism'is to my view teach- 
ing a purer, nobler, and more generous morality, and a 
higher, more ennobling and truly tender charity than has 
ever yet been taught by any and all religions, not even ex- 
cepting Free Religion itself. It does not seek to deny 
the errors and mistakes of its leaders or followers, but it 
covers them with the broad, loving mantle of considerate 
charity, and aids, assists, and sustains every stumbling toiler 
in his efforts to step up on higher ground and do better and 
purer work. To cut ourselves off from those whom we 
think less good or perfect than ourselves is not the way in 
which to improve and make better our brothers and sisters 


-of earth. We all need each other's presence, support, 


and counsel. No one is sufficient unto himself. All 
reformers who are in advance of the age are misunder- 
stood. by those who do not see as far as they do. But it is 
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. cheering to know that those in ihe rear wil! one day stand 
where the advance guard now stands, and the pioneers will 
pass onward and still onward forever and forever, With 
this bright prospect cheering us we will do our work 
honestly and faithfully, and while our enemies fling out 
what they term opprobrious, epithets, such as Freelover, 
Socialist, etc., the true Liberal goes quietly and patiently to 
work, accepts the names and makes them into titles of 
honer and badges of morality by living so purely, justly, 
and beautifully as to render them distinctive epithets of 
honest integrity of character and virtuous nobility of soul. 
And now, what sayest thou, friend Abbot ? Dost thou not 
‘think it-would be better to cease firing into the camp of the 
^workers for freedom, and join ranks with us, and all pull 
together for truth, humanity, and a pure Liberalism, and 
work against Bibles, priests, tyrants, and whipping-posta, 
remembering always ‘‘ That a man’s a man for a’ that?" 


Snowville, Va. ELMINA DRAKE BLENKER. 
oe 


. Washington Letter. 


To THE EDITOR of Tug TRUTH SEKER, Sir: Hon. Q. L. 
Fort, of Illinois, in the Forty-fifth Congress, said: ‘‘It has 
been said and is believed that representatives of the Roths- 
childs hav visited this country privately and secretly for 
some purpose. I stated in the last Congress that a Mr. 
Ernest Seyd, an agent of European bondholders, had visited 
this country for some purpose in 1872-78, and that he spent 
the winter in Washington and New York, and that he 
probably knew more about the reason of demonetization 
than the people did. ' No person then or since has disputed 
the truth of this statement. I hav no doubt that August 
Belmont, & prominent financier of New York, could, if lie 
would, inform the country something about how it came 
about that silver was domonetized in America. Not long 


since, the gentleman from New York, Mr. Hewitt, said that | 


I was the first in the last Congress to raise the cry and 
charge that there had been a conspiracy against silver, and 
that I had earned the name of the ‘Howling Communist of 
the Prairies,’ which was given me the other day on this 
floor. Mr. Chittenden, of New York, also said: ‘In less than 
one year from this time the indignant people of the West 
' will drive him (Mr. Fort) out from among them, and he 
will be flying from the, wrath of a'people whom he has misled 
and deceived, and he will be calling forth to the rocks and 
mountains to fall upon him and hide him,’ Mr. Speaker, 
these gentlemen might as well keep their seats and their 
tempers, Hit birds always flutter. I will say to them 
when driven out, unless the people of New York mend 
their politics, especially on the silver question, and the 
people of Brooklyn mend their religion, especially those led 
by Beecher, I will not seek refuge in either of their cities. 
A gentleman over on the other side of the chamber says to 
me that I am neither a Republican nor a Democrat. Mr. 
Hewitt told us that our national bonds are being returned to 
us by the ship-load, and spoke of a lot of fifty millions that 
had been sent back by our alarmed creditors in consequence 
of this silver agitation, and in anticipation that this bill 
(the remonetization of silver) might become a law. Iam, 
indeed, sorry for these New York gentlemen, but I am too 
stupid to be alarmed. For one I welcome our bonds back 
to our shores, and I wish they would all eome. I hardly 
think our creditors will return the bonds unless they get 
paid for them ; and if our people can buy them and bring 
them home, all right. If we owed no debt abroad, but 
owed it to our own citizens, we would be more prosperous. 
If we were not required to send abroad a hundred million 
'of coin annually to pay interest on our debt, we would not 
be troubled about specie resumption—it would hav been 
reached long ago, It would be better for the county to pay 
five per cent interest at home than to pay four per Cent 
abroad. So let our bonds come, and may favorable trade- 
winds waft them to us. The subsidized New York press 
has abused us without mercy. Every opprobrious epithet 
has been exhausted; yes, and the pulpit has been subsidized 
to denounce and anathematize us. One Rev. Frederick 
Frothingham, of New York, in a Sabbath sermon, calls 
some of us by name, and then tells his flock that we are 
violators of the public faith, clippers of the national credit, 
swindlers, cheats, wild men of the West, and worse than 
thieves, and applies many other pet names to us not found 
in the gospel, Andthe pious and exemplary Henry Ward 
Beecher hurls anathemas at us from the pulpit, and excom- 
municates us from the society of all respectable people. 
He has an annual salary of only $20,000, and I suppose he 
thinks it is legitimate to hire himself to the gold men to 
abuse us for & few thousands extra. No wonder he has in 
his own wish and opinion abolished future punishment. It 
is not consoling for some men to believe otherwise. Lead- 
ing New York journals, chiefly owned and controlled by 
Jay Gould and August Belmont, hav daily teemed with 
falsehood, slander, and abuse." l 
Hon. T. T. Crittenden, of Missouri, said: “The President 
having shown such an unusual interest in the bondholders’ 
welfare, and so little appreciation of the taxpayers, let me 
show what these gentlemen paid for the bonds when origi- 
‘nally purchased [referring to a table prepared by Senator 
Vorhees, of Indiana, showing an average of about forty 
cents on the dollar]. The bonds thus discounted were sold 
as greenback bonds, with the fixed belief that they were to 
be paid, principal and interest, in greenbacks, The ‘slush’ 
men and the ecoundrels got possession of Congress. First, 
a bill was passed changing the terms of the contract. Silver 
was demonetized before the people knew the oligarchy had 
triumphed, and the laws demanded that all the bonds should 
be paid in:gold. We never heard from a president or the 
bondholders before the alarm of repudiation, broken faith, 
and sacred obligations. They were then too bnsy robbing 
the people—in clover too deep and rich. Then they thanked 
God that they were not like other men, No people on the 


face of this earth, with such immense productive capacities, | “and don't you forget it"), then I shall know that in no 
hav been treated by. their rulers and legislative bodies as hav | way hav I attempted to deprive the stray self-conceited boy 
been the people of this country. The bonds of this country | of his personal liberty, even of the free use of my name or 
were originally paid in greenbacks; then, by Republican | the voluntary proof that I was not then in hia estimation 
legislation in 1869, they were made payable in coin; then | Counted as one of the obscene offenders. I know of no 
again in gold ; and now, because the people are demanding | Obscenity supported in either or any Liberal League, there- 
that some of the steps of past legislation be retraced, the | fore I am wholly out of that partisan fight. On that ground 

President, with an easy inclination towards the bondholders, | I hav never had cause to change my colors or gecede from 

says, I veto the bill." : my first love, I do not feel like withdrawing anything I 
Hon. J, E, Kenna, of West Virginia, said: “It is well | never did. How could I? At present I will leave that 

known that every ring, swindle, and job which looks to| Work for those who are guilty. 

legislation, either state or national, for its promotion, finds | ‘J like you and your letter requesting me to show my col- 

& way to reach the legislative pulse and to inspire the legis-| ors. I like the good in those persons especially who think 

lative heart. It is worse than folly to suppose that an act | it best to leave me while they take my good name with them. 

can be passed here to affect directly or indirectly the great | Suppose my name does appear in a list, with others on their 
interest involved in the bonds, currency, and metals of this | Way to an orthodox higher court of hell, it is not my fault, 
country without the perceptible influences of that power| while I hav been snd am continually carrying the opposite 
which organized capital can always command. Members | colors high in the air Where every interested observer can- 

are reached through every available avenue. Petitions are | not fai! to see them. i 

signed by men who never read their contents. A single| If you do not '* now" see my colors most distinctly, please 

employer commands obedient co-operation on the part of|put on a pair of material glasses such as I wear, with no 

thousands employed. Constituencies are manipulated in the | obscure speck or selfish mote in them. 

great money centers with the specious glare of torches and| You are right. So am I when you understand me. 

the strain of martial music ; and in Massachusetts even the | ‘‘ There’s nothing in à name” when put in the wrong place 

churches, desecrating the temples which ought to be dedi-|by the wrong person. Our own acts speak loudest for 
cated to the service of God, divert their appeals from the | honor or the standard of colors we bear, 

throne of grace for mercy to the bar of this house for gold. 

Who can stand up here and say, with truth, that the corrup- 

tion which gold can buy has not tainted the very atmosphere 

which surrounds us? The bondholder and money-changer 

is here. With gilded livery he rides the public thorough- e 

fares,and in conscious power he invades these halls. He A Boy's Composition on Gods. 

dictates the law that shall control the déstinies of forty-five Gods are the most kurious kritters I hav never seen at 

millions of freemen, and comes down from Lombard and | all. 

Wall streets to view the performances of this body as a| They are invisible things what can’t be seen verry well, 

herdsman would regard the cattle upon his hillsides, glorying | and they ain't good to eat the best way you can fix 'em. 

in their ownership in fee simple forever. Where the| Thare haint many round these parts now, but I'v heard 
country is, how it got there, and how to redeem it, are | Grand Ma tell about 'em, and how thick they used to be 
questious worthy indeed of a better day and generation | when the kuntri was nu. Yo'd see lots of 'em most every day. 
than this. It is in the hands of the goldmongers. Itgotthere| But they are getting thinned out pretty well now. The 
through the influence of a press, subsidized to divert from | only God that ever comes around now in this townis Almity 

real issues at the polls the minds of the unsuspecting|God. He has hit this place about once a week ever since I 

masses,” . was a little boy. He has an office in the upper part of the 
Hon. J. M. Bright, of Tennessee, said: “We will say | Baptist gospel mill, and he does bizness there whenever he 

that there are fifty banks and gold-brokers, English and | cums. He's always in a hell of a hurry, like a kandidate on 

American, that hav five millions of gold on deposit in the |elekshun da, has the foks git thare by such a time, and he 

vaults of the banks. They hav also hoarded five millions of | don't wait a minit if they ain't on time. Jus as soon as the 

treasury notes. On the day appointed they appear before | benediction has been shouted he digs rite out, and we won't 
the Secretary of the Treasury and propose to buy five mil-| gee nothin’ of him for a week. 

lions of bonds. Gold being never moved in large transac-} Elder Kodwolder says this God got into a scrape with a 

tions, the Secretary accepts the gold checks ; but just here| woman once, and the konsequence was a 11 pounder, 

the syndicate presents five millions of legal tender notes for | When he got to be about mi size, he went into the god bizi- 

redemption, anc the Secretary exchanges the gold checks | ness with his dad, and they and the Holy Ghost, who is a 

for legal tender notes. The result of the transaction is the | uncle to Jesus by marriage, are running the biziness now in 

syndicate has the interest-bearing bonds and the gold | partnership. On week days these gods stay in heaven, a 

unmoved in the vaults of the banks, the Secretary has the place that's up, a place with gold sidewalks, and roads 

legal tenders, which are carried to destruction account and | paved with diamonds, hors-blocks, and hitchin-posta made 
burnt up, and the people hav lost their money from circula- | of solid rubies. The brown-stone fronts are all of solid 
tion and hav gained a new burden in the interest of the| gold. The horse and cow barns are of black walnut and 
bonds. This can be repeated until the whole legal-tender | mahogany, and the cows giv strained milk, and the bees 
notes are absorbed, the vaults of the bankers filled with the | make honey without no comb in it. The streets are so 
interest-bearing bonds, and five million dollars hav done the} smootbe, that what boys thare are thare (Sabbath-achool 
whole work.” boys) can play marbles and skate all the year round, and 

On the 29th day of January, 1878, Hon. B. F. Butler | hay frosted cake, berry pie, soda water, ice cream, birch 
introduced in the House a memorial from a conference of | candy, plum puddings, and Thanksgiving dinners three times 
twenty-three churches of Boston, Dorchester, Roxbury, |a day. 

Milton, Brookline, Quincy, Dedham, and Jamaica Plains,| Elder Kodwolder says thare is another god called the 

in Massachusetts, submitting resolutions in opposition tothe | devil, who livs in another heaven called hell, and thare 

Bland Silver Bill. After having the same read, Mr. Butler | haint no gold or pearls there at all, and the dimons are 

said: spelt with an e instead of an i, and haint so nice as the ones 
** Mr. Speaker, wil you hav the kindness to send me the | they hav in the other place. 

Bible from your desk ?” (Laughter.) Pa says our folks and Deeken Jones’ folks will go to 
The clerk read from the second chapter of St. John: heaven, but Bill Johnson's folks who liv across the way, 
13. And the Jews’ passovor was at hand, and Jesus went} and who shot our speckled hen for rooting up their kabage, 

up to Jerusalem. | will all go to hell, and all their children. p 

a Aan A EAS EE oxen, sheep, | Elder Kodwolder says hell is a place whare all the people 
15. And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he | 8° who don't go to our meeting (I guess thare'll be lots of 

drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep and the |'em thare then), and won't pay money to get him snuff and 

oxen, and poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew | brandy with, and it is a big, long, deep hole with the bot- 
the tables. — : tom knocked out, and no end toit, And thare is a great 
16. And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things | black god with a spike in his tail, and has got lots of little 
hence, make not my father's house & house of merchancise. devils to work for him, and they hav thre tined fork 
17. And his disciples remembered that it was written, | €Vi/8 to work fo , y hav thre tined forks, and 

The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. he bosses.them round asg father does the hired man. Thare 
Mr. Butler: After the rebuke of the master I hav no|?'* lote of kettlos full of biling hot brimstone, and they pick 

further word to say. (Great laughter and applause.) up a sinner on, a fork and slam him into it all over, and if 

: 2 j he yells they put patent clothes-pins on his thumbs. Elder 
Washington, D. C. Isaac COHEN. | aij they don't respect nor obey thare, and if my pa should 
; get thare he'd hav to take it like the rest. He says hell is 

d i not like a circus ; it won't let out at all, but keep showing 
Show Your Colors. rite along, day and night, forever, and that will be long 

Mr. E. C. WALKER, Sir: You ask me;in a late Trura | enough to suit most anybody. 


If Adam went to hell he must be cooked mighty tender b 
SEEKER to show my Colors. My namo was placed as one | thistime. T hope Ishant never go to hell. IIl giv the m 


of the vice-presidents of the Liberal League of America | ister a]! the pennies I can get, and if I can hook any snuff 
without my knowledge or consent. There it has been in | of ma, or brandy of dad, I'll giv it to the minister, and get a 
known silence for the following reasons: If the members dde for it. Lt will be nice to show to the door-keeper of 
of the “prodigal” League can derive consolation for the j|^eaven. , ful iv j . 

sin of secession by the vice-president monopoly of my Pa says gods are awful plenty in China and heathen, 


y : wherever that is. They say a good smart fellow could get 
name, I am so far just liberal enough to indulge them, | fiye hundred gods together in a week, and no two of them 


especially when I know I had notbing to do in the matter | alike. f 
but to exercise the most intense generosity. I would help| Pa says they hav big white 4 legged gods in India, and 
both Leagues to unite as one did I not know the obscene They hee god fübbaribe ln Chik gh ey Hake oe 
: i , o (0) 

fight they hav carried on 80 vigorously has done more for | sem. Elder says basswood makes the best gods of any wood 
the genuine, radical, original, National Liberal League than | in this kuntry. 

any one event in its history. In China you can get a veat-pocket god for twenty-five 
I showed my colors at Philadelphia, Rochester, Syracuse, | cents, that will last a lifetime. You can set him on a stump . 
and Cincinnati, just when and where colors were most] T stone and talk to him, face to face as a man talketh with 
needed. I am friendly to both Leagues in all that belongs Sod om uA od what ‘nade of any E ok 
to the Original and true objecta of such necessary organiza- one, and giv a two-bladed jackknife to boot. I'm glad I 
tions. When the ‘prodigal son” comes home from his | wasn't born a god, 


obscene raid, if only an arm or a leg at a time (and he will] West Pawlet, Vt, 


Our winning ''color8" wave o’er Leagues of Liberal fate, 
Numbering one-sixty-nine, not " competent" eight. 


Binghamton, N. Y. T. L. Brown. 
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The Stealing Church. » 


- Last week we gave the progress that has been made in 
this state in the matter of church taxation. We now pre- 
gent some facts about the Roman Catholic church, which 
justify the caption of this article. Thisis what the church 
has done in this state and particularly this city alone, but 
it would undoubtedly do the same in every and any state in 
which it had the power. 

We derive our information from a little pamphlet just 
published by Dexter A. Hawkins of this city. Itis an elo- 
quent argument against the church, and pleads, in unsenti- 
mental figures, for the taxation of ecclesiastical property 
more forcibly than anything we can say. We regret that 
Mr, Hawkins has not added the Protestant stealings, and 

: recommend him to investigate into that branch of pious 
thievery as industriously as he has into the Romish. 

he gathering of huge properties into the hands, and 
under the control, of any one corporation or individual is 
dangerous to the welfare of the people. We see the evil 
effects in the rapid transit railroads of this city, which hav 
been enabled to defeat in the legislature a bill for a reduc- 


- tion of rates, when it was shown that the stock had not 


only been enormously ‘‘ watered,” but that on the whole 
amount, ‘‘ water” and all, the road could pay handsome 
dividends. The railroad is of some practical use, but the 
church is not. It gathers up and steals enormous amounts 
simply and solely for its own aggrandizement and glory. 
It puts its greedy hands into the pockets of the poor and 
extracts the hard-earned money, which should go for the 
support of wife and family, to build grand structures and 
feed fat and indolent priests and furnish ‘‘ Peter’s pence ” 
for a pope who lives in a royal palace with an income hun- 
dreds of thousands of times larger than the scanty wages of 
his dupes, The church constantly uses its influence over 
the ignorant masses to interfere in the temporal affairs of 
our country, and by its command of votes is enabled to 
.place in office such men as will make return by voting solid 
cash from the public treasury. It obtains, by such means, 
grants of real estate, exemption from taxation, and many 
favors not otherwise in its power to get. The Protestant 
sect would undoubtedly be as bad if it had the power, but 
the cohesion of the Catholic church, making it a vast politi- 
cal and religious machine, enables it to make inroads not 
only upon our treasury but upon our liberties dangerous to 
our republican institutions. The police system of Paris in 
ita palmiest and worst days was not more absolutely under 
the control of one central cictator than the Catholic 
church. One scheming ambitious man controls the vast 
machinery, and aided by the confessional obtains information 
which no police officer can get. And that it uses such in- 
formation to further its own purposes there can be no doubt. 
The history of Jesuitism is blotched all over with the 
treachery of confessing priests. Deceit is a cardinal princi- 
pie of the Christian religion. The Bible itself says, 
“The Lord hath puta lying spirit in the mouth of all thy 
prophets,” and Howard Crosby, the Protestant ‘‘ divine,” 
recommends deceit in this language. ‘‘ Deceiving them ! 
I tell you gentlemen, I believe in deceit. I believe in deceit 
wherever you hav got a rightful enemy to destroy.” But 
the Catholic church is pre-eminently the apostle of lying 
and intrigue. For its own purposes it does not hesitate to 
commit monstrous crimes. The dagger of the assassin hag 
been its plaything since babyhood. To see it gaining 
ground in this country may well awaken apprehension in 
the mind of every friend of progress and lover of his 
country. Its aim is to keep the people ignorant to the 
more easily control them, It is the deadly enemy of the 
public school, and in the countries when it has full away 
the people are a8 nearly allied to the beasts in their mental 
condition and capacity as is possible for beings to get. Cen- 
turies of repression hav left their tell-tale marks. Ignorance 
and crime go hand in hand down to the grave. Some years 
ago Mr. Hawkins investigated, under a commission from 
one of our states, the condition of public education in 
Rome and the papal states, where thé church has absolute 
control of all its temporal and spiritual affairs. He says: 


** The publicschoola had accommodations for only a small 
portion of the children of school age. The instruction was 
of the most meager character, consisting chiefly of the 
catechism, with very little reading and writing, a smatter- 
ing of the four simple rules of arithmetic, and little geogra- 
phy beyond that of the papal states—a territory containing 
3,000,000 of inhabitants, and only about three times the size 
of the state of Connecticut. The mass of the people could 
meither read nor write. A primary school in a log school- 
house in the back settlements of our country, in its instruc- 
tion, course of study, and proficiency of its pupils, waa far 
superior to the parochial schools even in the city of Rome. 
X described to Antonelli the free public schools and the 


state of public education in Massachusetts, giving that as a | 


to save something for the people. 


** Whenever a political party or a corrupt political ring is 
in a strait for power or existence, its leaders are, if open to 
business, invited by a dignitary of this church, in the most 
polite and insinuating manner, to subscribe generously for 
some object of the church. Such an invitation, given to 
the managers of the Tweed ring, when it was in exiremis, 
brought nearly $200,000 for the completion of the Cathe- 
dral; and, to the astonishment of good citizens, Tweed, 
after exposure, secured votes enough ih. his district to be re- 
elected to the state Senate by the largest majority ever 
given in this city for one senator. In those days the Irish 
Roman Catholic vote was in doubt unti) after mass on the 
Sunday before election. Then word would pass that ‘so 
and so is the man,' Personal papal infallibility filtered 
down through the priests to the voters is a secret and invin- 
cible force—provided the voters are educated to that degres 
of superstition and ignorance attainable only in their paro- 
chial schools. 

‘The city contractors under Tweed obtained double 
prices from the public treasury for their work ; but many 
of them before they secured a contract were znvited to sub- 
scribe large sums for Roman Catholic institutions, and did 
80. 'These, with the amounts paid to the ring direct, left 
not a very large profit to the contractor. In those days tne 
Romish institutions in this city multiplied and waxed 
strong.” 

It has been said by the most brilliant of ee orators 
that the ‘church has reduced Spain to a guitar, Italy to & 
hand-organ, and Ireland to exile.” The truth of the state- 
ment is made apparent when we read that in five years the 
Commissioners of Charities and Correction in this city 
cared for 98,787 Catholic paupers, to say nothing of the 
large number helped by the institutions on stolen money, 
and that the police of the city arrested in fifteen years 
571,497 Roman Catholics. On this basis (the number of 
Americans is also given), there is no room for doubting Mr. 
Hawkins's statement that '*a child trained up in the Roman 
Catholic parochial school is 80 much inferior intellectually 
to one trained up in the public school that he is three and 
a half times as likely to become a pauper as he would be if 
he attended the free public schools of the city. . . . 
And that a child trained in the parochial school of the 
Roman Catholic church is more than three and a quarter 
times as likely to get into jail as the child trained in the free 
public school." 

Some of the doetrines, as given in an encyclical by the 
late Pius IX , are interesting reading to Americans. Pius 
—and he spoke ex cathedra—lays it down that the pope and 
the priests ought to hav dominion over temporal affairs; 
that the church and her ecclesiastics hav a right to immunity 
from civil laws; that the clergy should be tried for civil 
and criminal offenses only in ecclesiastical courts; that in 
case of conflict between the ecclesiastical and civil powers, 
the ecclesiastical powers ought to prevail; that the church 
has the right to interfere in the discipline of the public 
schools and in the arrangement of the studies and in the 
choice of teachers; and it holds that all schools should be 
under the church's supervision and independent of the civil 
power; and that while teaching primarily the knowledge of 
natural things, the public schools must not be separated 
from the faith and power of the church; and the most 
dangerous doctrine is the one held in common with too 
many Protestants that the church and state should be united. 
On this latter question Mr. Hawkins sees clear to the bottom 
of the subject. He says: 


“We must expect the Romish church to wage perpetual 
war upon our public schools, and to make persistent attacks 
upon the public treasury, and to persevere in their attempts 
to control the civil power, until we thoroughly convince it 
that the public schools and the right of the children to 
attend them are to be perfectly protected; and that neither 
it nor any other church can be allowed to get a dollar out of 
the public treasury; and that the civil power in all temporal 
affairs is, at all hazards, to be kept above and superior to 
any and all ecclesiastical powers. Not à cent can be paid 
from the public treasury to any sectarian institution without 
acknowledging the principle of a state church and the right 
to tax the people at large to suetain that church. Such a 
course admits the thin end of a wedge that, if driven home, 
will destroy the principle of toleration and of absolute sep- 
aratioa of church aad state. 

“In this regard our politicians in this city and in this 
state hav erred greatly—grievously, the fleeced tax-payers 
would say. They hav for years bid high, and are now bid- 
ding high, for the votes controlled by this church; and bav 
paid, and are now paying, their bias, not with their own 
money, but with the property and money of the tax- 
payers.” . H i 

The chicanery by which the Catholic church obtained 
the immensely valuable property upon which the Fifth 
avenue Cathedral is located, is thus explained by Mr. 
Hawkins: 

‘“ The church got possession of a lease from the city at a 
nominal annual rent; when forfeited for non-payment of 
this rent, the city waived the forfeitures, and, on payment 
by the church of $83.32, converted the lease into a fee. 
This lot, eight hundred feet long, running from Fifth to 
Fourth avenues, had no frontage on Fiftieth street, but was 
cut off from that street by a strip ten inches wide on Fifth 
avenue, and five feet six inches wide on Fourth avenue. 
The city made an even exchange with the church of this 
freehold strip for a much smaller leasehold strip on the 
block above. This gave the church the whole block, now, 
by the extension of Madison avenue through it, two blocks; 
and then the city paid the church $24,000 for said extension 
of the avenue, and also gave it $8,928.84 to pay an assess- 
ment, thus making substantially a donation of these two 
blocks, worth now, without buildings, at least $1,500,000, . 
and a gift in money of $92,028.84. . 

"Ihe city also gave the church the block above this, 
from Fifth to Fourth avenues, now two blocks, by two 
leases for ninety-nine years at $1 a year rent each. These 
two blocks, without buildings, are worth now at least 
another $1,500,000. 

.'' The city, for $1 a year, gave to the archbishop}for the 
Sisters of Mercy, half a block of land on Madison avenue 
between Highty-first and EHighty-second streets. This, 
without buildings, is worth now at least $200,000. 

“ The city, for $1 a year, gave for the Sisters of Charity’ 
a whole block of land on Lexington avenue between Sixty- 
eighth and Sixty-ninth streets, This, without buildings, ig 
Worth now at least $300,000, 


model of the American system. His reply was that he 
‘thought it better that the children should grow up in ig- 
norance, than to be educated in such a system of schools as 
the state of Massachusetts supported; that the essential part 
of the education of the people was the catechism; and 
while arithmetic and geography, reading'and writing, and 
other similar studies, might be useful, they were not essen- 
tial' His cousin, in speaking of the state of society in the 
Holy City, remarked sarcastically, ‘its leading and most 
numerous institutions were a church, & monastery, a nun- 
nerv, and a foundling asylum.’ ” i 


The war the Catholic church made upon the schools of 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and other places, is still fresh in 
the minds of our readers. One priest threatened with ex- 
communication all parents who should send their children 
to a public school. a 

That the church, of both creeds, intends to control the 
civil power in this country no one can doubt. It already 
does to some extent. The Catholic church runs this city, 
and the Protestant church has a paramount influence in 
Washington. Both are working for their own aggrandize- 
ment. Owing to its centralization, the Catholic has the ad- 
vantage Over its sister schemer. The pope is held to be 
personally infallible, and his orders must be obeyed implic- 
itly. His doctrine is that the people are not the source of 
civil power ; that the church has the right to exercise its 
authority without any limits set to it by the civil power; 
aud that the church has the right to avail itself of force, 
and to use the temporal power for that purpose. Such doc- 
trine is in direct and open antagonism to our democratic 
principles, and the carrying it out would subvert and over- 
throw the republic founded by our Infidel forefathers. 

The church also holds that it has an innate and legitimate 
right to acquire, hold, and use property without limit. 
Such was its rapacity that in England, before the statutes 
of mortmain, Í 


“It had got possession of one-third of the property of 
the kingdom ; and so astute were the priests in evading 
these statutes that it took four hundred years to per- 
fect them sufficiently to protect the public against this 
church. Blackstone says that but for those statutes ecclesi- 
astical corporations would soon hav engulfed the whole 
real estate of England. With all these precautions the civil 
power had finally to resort to confiscation to restore enough 
of the lands to the people to insure the prosperity of the 
realm. 

“Jn Italy, Spain, and Mexico the civil government, for 
like reasons, though it was Roman Catholic, has been com- 
pelled to resort to confiscation. 

“ In this country, if we should admit that this church has 
the innate power of acquiring, holding, and using property 
without limit, we should soon hav to resort to confiscation 
History repeats itself. 

*'In the middle ages this church acquired enormous es- 
tates by threatening the sick and the aged with the terrors 
of the next world if they would not turn over a large part 
of their property to the church. 

**If a person's heirs were not Roman Catholic, he was 
taught that it was a duty he owed to God to leave his prop- 
erty to the church instead of to heretic heirs. In France, 
Germany, and England, the most careful and stringent 
laws hav been enacted to protect estates againet the rapacity 
of this church; but it can, in this country, easily avoid such 
laws a8 we hav, n establishing church charities, under the 
control of the bishop or cardinal, and hav the money left 
nominally to those charities. 

**Such a case occurred in Brooklyn thirty years ago. 
Cornelius Heeney, an Irishman, came to this city just after 
the Revolutionary War, was naturalized in 1795, and pur- 
chased a farm adjoining the village of Brooklyn in 1806, 
extending from what is now Court street down to the East 
River, and lying between what is now Warren street and 
Pacific street ; and being about half & mile in length by 
three hundred and fifty feet in width. It comprises nine 
blocks and parts of blocks, nearly two hundred city lots in 
all. He also afterward became possessed of store and house 
property in New York. 

“ He was a bachelor, and in the latter part of his life 
lived in a cottage on this farm. All his relatives were Prot- 
estant ; some of them lived with him in this cottage, and 
others were frequent visitors there for many years. But 
when ninety years of age, and losing his faculties, the 
priests managed to surround him with their satellites, to 
exclude his relatives from his house, and to obtain a will 
from him giving to institutions of the Roman Catholic 
church nearly his entire estate. The bulk of this was to go 
to a society not then incorporated. 

‘In 1845 they obtained from the Legislature an act of 
incorporation for this society, under the style of ‘The 
Brooklyn Benevolent Society.” The Roman Catholic bishop 
of the diocese of New York for the time being is one of the 
trustees. It was so arranged that practically the society 
would be entirely under the control of the bishop. 

** They then discovered that the will was illegal ; and in 
1845, a few weeks after getting their society incorporated, 
they obtained from poor old Mr. Heeney, then enfeebled in 
mind as well as body, and ninety-two years of age, a codicil 
devising his entire estate to this Brooklyn Benevolent So- 
ciety—that is, to the uses of the Romish church. But, fear- 
ing that by possibility his relatives might get access to him 
and learn his condition and discover what had been done, 
and attack the will, they kept them at a distance for two 
years; and then, in 1847, protected themselves perfectly 
against the consequences of another will by having the poor 
old man declared a lunatic, and one of their own satellites 
appointed a committee of his person and property." 


Such conduct as given in this case is in keeping with the 
jesuitical practices of the church in all times. The Protest- 
ants would do the same. They are as rapacious—if less 
skilfal—as the Romish church, and Mr. Hawkins should 
bear this in mind a little more strongly than he does, 

After all this vast property had been secured by the 
church, the thing remaining to be done was to get it ex- 
empted from taxation. 'This was done by the passage of an 
act, one section of which declares that ‘‘all property, real 
and personal, that this society shall hold, shall be and re- 
main free and exempt from all taxation whatsoever." 'This 
section exempts property which if taxed would bring the 
city of Brooklyn $100,000 per year. 

How the church controls the elections and puts men in 
office who will donate generously not only of the public 
money but from their own stolen funds is thus told; 
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‘Total, five aud a half blocks of land in the best part of tians and also the most pleasing to the retiring nature of 


' blc for a motber and child, $354.70 per year, besides having the | 
the city, worth $3,500,000. Work of the children and mothers. : Mr. Bennett—if Liberals universally would, take hold and 
do it. A present of 10,000 new subscribers to Tax TRUTH 


. : : * Most of the hard-working laborers throughout the 

Besides this huge amount of $3,500,000 worth of real | country would be glad to tun poor’ and apport them- | g first 
estate, Mr. Hawkins finds, from the publie records, that this | selves if they could draw from the city treasury at this | SEFER, On the first of May next, would bea magnificently 
city has donated to different Catholic churches and institu- | rate. These advantages to thia sect are secured by chapter | grand way of receiving him. But the inherently best ways 
tions $6,043,626.45 in eleven years, an average annual yr AWE a mi. chapter 644, Laws of 1874, and chapter | are almost always impracticable. The perfect must always 
donation of $549,420.59, Even this is not all, for the Charen Boarding house ot tee to the city Obarty of tain be approximated and never reached, It is the nature of 
statement of some of the societies for '' certain years is not | between two and three hundred thousand dollars per year, nu ms by ok in demonstration, pageantry, vocifera- 
yet fully examined, and all the guises under which this|and if well managed brings annually not less than $100,000 | 40 and show. ey will sooner giv ten or twenty dollars 
church preys upon the public treasury are not yet ferreted | net profit to the church. © to promote a great occasion, wherein there is something to 
out.” . SR concentrating er forces, and by a change of name|be done and seen and exhibited—especially wherein they 

" n ; 7 Š : "m or of statement as to what they are doing, so as on paper to | themselves are to take part—than th : 1 

There is a little nigger in the fence in Mr. Hawkin 8 state- appear to be ‘aiding or supporting the poor,’ nearly all their | to pn d WIR = d ey would giva dollar 
ment that '*some of the Protestant religious denominations | organizations hav got back into the public treasury again, quietly, and without noise, develop a formidable and 
receive a small donation from the public treasury im this | and the annual subsidy to this church is now as great aa in|@ficient power. Accordingly the prevailing sentiment 
city for their charities, but they are opposed to the whole | the palmy days of the Tweed ring. In the last two years | takes à demonstrative shape. So much is settled. But what 
business, as recognizing the principle of a union of church | Ìn this city it drew from the public money $1,403,967.27 | | shall the style of it'be? The steamer and excursion propo- 
and state, and would be glad to hav each tub stand on its | ,. They may call any persons in their schools and institu- | sition is thought by the Committee of Management to be 

? : : vet 4. | tions ‘the poor, and so pension them upon the public] too expensive—also t i 
own bottom; that is, each church support its charities with There i ; "-— : p also too uncertain, Not enough of the 
: ; À treasury. ere js no investigation of their statements or | esnag of M B tt ld 
its own money, and not with the money of others, but the | accounts, or supervision of their institutions by any public |: r. Bennett would assemble at Albany to make 
Roman Catholics oppose it." Mr. Hawkins. declares that | officer, as common safety requires where the public money it.a success. There ought to be from 500 to 1,000, to pre- 
he ia not in favor of any denomination deriving support | 18 paid out to them; but whatever statement under oath sent an imposing array, and to make it pay. There are 
from the public treasury, but though he advocates the tax- they choose to make is accepted as the basis of payment to | uncertainties as to weather also. A storm might spoil it 
ing of the Roman church, he is silent about forcing the| ** An amount of public money equal to two and one-half saena obe de ge eri iun The street pro- 
Protestanta to diagorge. But the fact that he originally | per cent of the entire tax levy, or six per cent of the admin- , » Mags, banners, Darouche and six, and brass 
prepared his paper for a bigoted sectarian organ may | istrative expenses of the entire city government, is thus paid | band, are thought not quite fitting for the occasion, This, 
account for it, But it ia curious that he condones the giv- annually to this church ja thia city. i aiaa too, would not suit the undemonstrative taste of Mr. Ben- 
. : ** Any tax-payer can from his tax bills readily calculate | nett. We come, then, to the public meetin d i 
ing of small donations to the Protestants and condemns how much of this is exacted from him ; and this, too, in a | dinner, These are quiet aia ean gan the public 
giving the large ones to the Catholic church. It would look | country where s state church is prohibited by the Constitu- : quiet, unexceptionable, in good taste, 
as though he were afraid to logically follow down to bed- tion, and in a state where the organic law forbids “‘ discrim- and Can be made sufliciently imposing. These two means 
rock the conclusions drawn from the premises he so ably | ination or favor " to any church of receiving Mr. Bennett are mostin favor with the Com- 
presents. us An exeminsdon of the roll us taxpayers in this city | mittee, and one or the other, or possibly both, may be 
n " x shows that those belonging to the. Roman Catholic church | adopted. It will depend on the contributions and 4 

The only logical and equitable method is to absolutely pay about one-tenth part of the public. taxes ; while they | perg who will come eund to join i and the num 

shut down on all donations and exemptions from taxation. | draw f bli ieti oin in the movement, 
: pur raw from the public treasury for the societies belonging to The city of New York i t rich j : p 

Let every rod of land and foot of buildings not owned by | their churches nearly ten times as much as those of all the; “2° CIty o? New tork is not rich in active Liberals— 
the state be taxed. Let the state take care of its own crim- | Other religious sects together. : neither rich in numbers nor in means. There are great 
inals, paupers, and mendicants. If churches wish to sustain E The tect that Roman Catholics Excel ot other sects in | numbers of negative Liberals who are simply indifferent to 
pap db : p e number. of their paupers and criminals in this city is no| the prevailing reli ions, but few who will joi iza- 
institutions for the conversion of paupers and wrong-doing | essor for thus pensioning this denomination upon the pub- | ti p list in th : heln inréad will join organiza 
children into Catholic or Protestant Christians, let them |]ic treasury ; but, on the Contrary, is a reason against doing | n5» Cnulst tor the war, or heip spread the light. "We must 
pay taxes on them the same as other manufacturers do. A |it; for the interests of the tax-payers, and of society, and of | 100X greatly to other cities and to the country jor aid in thig 
union of church and state under even the disguise of | Civilization all require that public support should not be demonstration in favor of Mr. Bennett. We, here in New 
charity should be vigorously fought. The statement that | iven to a sect that has made such à signal failure in reduc- | York, need to know how many we can count on from other 
Protestants are opposed to such a union is not in. accord- Ing pauperiem and crime among its adherents,” parts of the country and how much we can obtain in sub- 
ance with facte. But last fall a convention was held to scriptions, how many pergons will come to New York on 
push it along, and all know of the attempt which so nearly purpose ; how many merchanta and others who are coming 
succeeded of the God-in-the-Constitution party in the this spring on business will so time their visit as to be 
Senate. Protestants, too, are a8 ready, and even anxious, present on this occasion ; how many will prefor a public 
to get money from the publie crib as the most avaricious meeting say in Cooper Institute, end how many will attend 
Catholic priest. The Young Men's Christian Association is a public dinner at say $2.00 a ticket? Over two hun- 
ag near an approach to a society of Jesuits as we care to see dred thousand Liberals signed the petition for Mr. Bennett's 
in this country. The utterance of Howard Crosby would release ; how many of them will come to New York, take 
part in the movement, and share in the expense of giving 


pass for a sentence from the Jesuit Manual; and Comstock 
him an appropriate reception ? Some of the local Leagues 


was never excelled as a sneak by any spy in the employ of 
Loyola. f may like to send delegations and contributions, . They are 
How the church succeeded in getting this chance to steal hereby invited to do 80 and will be most welcome. If two 
is thus told: f or three hundred such delegates and private pilgrims will 
At. : a come to this city, we will make up the rest and the demon- 
In this city [New York] this church was subsidized by stration will be a success. 


the Tweed ring, and nearly $800,000 paid to it in a single y . g 

year, 1869. ln 1970 petitions from more than one nündrod Liberals of the United States, the time has been when 

thousand citizens caused the Legislature to repeal the law, ‘all roads led to Rome.” It is so no longer. Many of the 
old roads, even those to Geneva and Edinburgh, cities of 


the repeal to take peot rug me ona of that year, imposing 

a perpetual tax of nearly $250, on this city for their Calviniam and illiberaliam, are badly washed, guttered, 

Perd exponune‘of this “megs rng A A R AE E ee 

three preceding years to the extent of $1,396,389.51 was ways become so dangerous that they are practically aban- 

made, and the subsidy in consequence iell that year to doned, Only here and there a solitary. horseman of the 

$421,074 08. In the autumn of 1872 the. ‘‘ Tweed ring” Knox and Calvin type can now be seen wending his lonely 
way over the grass-grown road by the fading light of the 
setting sun of righteousness, Which once blazed so flercely 


were driven from power in both the city and state. Con- 
with healing in its wings. Now new roads hav been opened 


stitutional amendments were prepared in 1878, and finally 

adopted in 1874, which, had they not been interfered with, 
that lead to Paris, Berlin, London, and New York, cities of 
Liberalism and science. Mr. Bennett, in the quiet of retir- 


and two pestilent clauses jesuitically introduced into the 
amendments to Article VIIL by the skill and influence of a 
Catholic member of the Constitutional Commission, would 
acy the past year, and in the intervals of making shoes in 
the United States prison, has also been building one of 
these roads for Liberal seven-league boots to travel upon, 


hav cut those subsidies up by the roots. 
“These two legal wolves in sbeep’s clothing were the 
It will be opened for travel when he and we come out of 
prison. Let us celebrate its opening in a style that is 


„apparently harmless phrase, ‘and juvenile delinquents’ in 
section 10, and the sentence, ‘This section shall not prevent 

worthy of a broad:guage enterprise, so that many may go 
in thereat. ` 


such county, city, town, or village from making such pro- 
Mr. Bennett has been fora year in possession of the 


vision for the aid or support of its poor as. may be author- 
ized by law,’ in section 11. j 
“Under the ‘juvenile delinquents,’ this church saved 
Philistines to enable them to work their own sweet will 
upon him. Let us come together to see what they hav done 
to him. Let us meet to examine his condition and assess 


chapter 647, Laws of 1866, giving the Roman: Catholic 
Protectory annually out of the city treasury $00 per head; 
the damages, then proceed to Collect by reprisals. We must 
giv a receipt for him when he is delivered over to us. Let 


and chapter 428, Laws of 1867 giving it annually $60 more 
per head (total, $110 per head, or double the actual cost) of 

it be a receipt right between the eyes of the Comstock 
party, stamped so indelibly that we can forever point to it 


its inmates, thus securing a subsidy of from two to three 
as in full of all demands up to date. Let us be good haters 


hundred thousand doliars per year from the tax-payers, 
and, if well managed, a clear profit to the church of at least 

of injustice and seek revenge for injuries received. As they 
hav stolen our white robes of purity, let’s tear away their 


$100,000. So profitable to this sect is this Protectory that 

they keep sentinels on the watch at each police court to 
Cloak of hypocrisy also. Let us turn what cheek they hav 
left and smite it. Since their eye, dwelling so long on 


induce commitments to the Protectory, and hav had laws 
: enacted compelling justices to commit to it. They made 

obscenity, has become offengive, let us pluck it out and cast 
it before the swine that they are. In short, whatsoever 


war on a public school connected with the city almshouse, 

and, by act of Legislature, broke it up for the purpose of 

getting possession of a portion of the inmates to swell their 

own numbers and profits, 
things they would that we should do unto them, that don’t 
do; and whatsoever things they would not, these are the 
things that we would. This is Benedict law and Comstock 
profits. Let us, according to that law, forgive them their 


* Immediately after the above amendment to section 11 
of the Constitution was adopted, this church made haste to 

trespasses as they hav trespassed against us, Ag they led us 
from temptation, let us deliver them into evil, for our own 


set its skilled talent to devise schemes to connect whole 
broods of their institutions by a sort of sectarian suction- 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. T. C. LELAND. 
—— 9 Oo 


In the next to the last paragraph we again see the animus 
of Mr, Hawkins. The Roman church gets ten times as 
much as the Protestant; that is, the Catholic church has, 
during the last eleven years, stolen $6,043,626.45, 
white the Protestant church has been able to make away 
with only $604,362.64 1-2. But Mr. Hawkins should 
bear in mind that the Liberals of the city are compelled to 
help support both these churches, much against their will. 
The principle which givs the church one dollar can and 
does giv it millions. Therefore the remedy is not in special 
legislation against the Catholics, but in laws that force 
every Worshiper to pay for his own god. The one thing 
lacking in this otherwise admirable pamphlet is an explana- 
tion why the Protestants, who object decidedly to the 
Catholic steals, should themselves dip into the treasury to 
the extent of over ,half a million dollars in one city, 
besides having many million dollars’ worth of real estate 
exempt from the visits of the tax-gatherer. We presume 
they pursue the same methods as their mother church, and 
to us it seems that what is reprehensible in the old lady is 
not less worthy of condemnation in the daughter. 


SN ae ON 
How to Receive Mr. Bennett. 


The Church, Judge Benedict, and Comstock hav had 
their little revenge on the Liberals of this country. They 
accepted the risks and took their pound of flesh, regardless of 
the bloo ìi. Inas much as they did it to one of the most hon- 
est, most modest, and unassuming editors in ali this country, 
they did it to all the Liberals in the United States. We hav 
all been imprisoned during the past year in the person of 
Mr. Bennett and our day of deliverance is approaching as well 
as his: Every patron of THE TRUTH SEEKER, every sympa- 
thizer with Mr, Bennett, every skeptic, unbeliever, or anti- 
christian, has been in jailin his person. Our free thought 
was constructively shut up, while he did the vicarious 
atonement with his physical body. Now our turn and his 
are coming to exhibit our power. What shall we do to 
make it manifest in all its strength ? 

Mr. Bennett, in his physical body, may hav been weak- 
ened by his term of imprisonment, but his mind, the instru- 
ment with which he does such deadly execution against 
his persecutors, has been strengthened, and the free thought 
in the brains of all of us who hav staid outside has been 
immeasurably reinforced. In the conduct of this fight we 
are many brigades stronger than last year when we were 
made prisoners of war. Now when we all get out of jail 
will be a good time to turn out for a review of our forces. 

The question is, How shall we receive Mr, Bennett, how 
will he receive us, and what shall be the shape of the 
defiance we throw down to the Christian world on his 
reappearance ? 

Many plans and suggestions hav been offered through 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. Quite a number of persons hav pro- 
posed to meet Mr. Bennett at Albany, charter a steamer, 
&nd escort him in grand excursion down the river to New 
York. Others hav proposed to send simply a committee to 
Albany to accompany him to New York, then receive him 
here with & turnout of carriages, banners, music, and a 
procession. Others suggest only a large indignation meet- 
ing in some great hall, with appropriate speeches. Others 
propose a dinner at Delmonico's. A few undemonstrative 
people say the best way to receive Mr. Bennett is to increase 
his subscription list, build up his paper, and make him 
strong and invulnerable just where the Christians hay hoped 
and intended to make him weak. This last plan would 
probably be the best of all--most distressing to the Chris- 


ose with the public treasury. It accomplished this under 
he word ‘poor’ in the above sentence in section 11. It 
had the word ‘ poor’ defined by chapter 221, Laws of 1875, 
so as to include, among others, ‘the sick, destitute, friend- 
less, and infirm,’ and the occupants of their enormous 
boarding-house, built on land given by the city, and improp- 
erly called the ‘Foundling Asylum of the Sisters of Char- 
ity; and by the same statute they grabbed the excise 
moneys, thus adding several hundred thousand dollars 
more to their annual subsidy. . 

** These so-called ‘foundlings’ may be two years old 
when received by the Sisters, and may board with them, or 
under their control, til eighteen years old if girls and 
twenty-one years old if boys. They may be indentured to 
this institution, if half-orphans, by either the father or 
mother; and the mother may board there, algo, to look after 
the children. For every child boarding there these ‘ charit- 
able Sisters’ draw from the city treasury $138.70 per year, 
and for every mother hoarding there, $210 per year; total 


Next week the Reception Committee will hav perfected 
their arrangements, and be enabled to fix definitely the 
place and manner of jubilation. 

— lái ARR 

E. C. WALKER has taken the editorship of the Western 
Liberal. : 
ne a €———— MÀ 
Ong nail drives Qut another, isu 
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“God is Sovereign of the Universe.” 


To THE EDITOR or Tug TRUTH BEEKER. Sir: The above 
heading was the first sentence in a discourse read by an 
orthodox Christian Baptist minister in Tully, N. Y., to his 
hearers on a Sunday morning not long since ; and while lis- 
tening to his godly discourse, some thoughts were suggested 
to me which, with your permission, I place before the read- 


‘ers of THE Truta SEEKER, hoping to gain light from some 


source on this subject. 

My first thought was, if God was sovereign of tho uni- 
verse he must be sovereign over our little world, and why 
does he not manage its affairs 80 as to please the most intel- 
ligent creatures found on it, men and women, and make 
them all healthy, intelligent, and happy, instead of suffer- 
ing so many to become sickly, ignorant, unhappy, and 
miserable? Why does he not fill the world with love 
instead of hatred ? Why does he not create pleasure instead 
of pain? If heis sovereign, could he not easily do this ? 
and would not the world be better for it? Why does he 
not right up the wrongs of this earth that so badly need 
rightiog ? Why does he not cause virtue to be more desired 
and practiced than vice? and why does he not eradicate 
vice altogether ? 

If God is sovereign and possessed with almighty power, 
infinite wiedom, and boundless love for all his creatures, 
why does he permit a few to monopolize the wealth of this 
world and liv in idleness and luxury upon the earnings of 
the toiling millions who suffer in want and poverty ? 


If God is just, why does he suffer priests to delude men 
about the demands of God, and of his wrath that will be 
dealt out in fury to all unbelievers in absurdities, in eternal 
doses ? 

Why will he suffer the learned to defraud the ignorant, 
and rob them of their just dues ? 

If God is sovereign of this world, why does he allow so 
many innocent children to die, and thus wring the hearts of 
parents with agony at their departure ? and why suffer so 
many people to be destroyed by shipwreck, tornadoes, 
earthquakes, accident, and fire, when it would seem s0 
much easier to save them than to build a world, and thus 
prevented much anguish and suffering ? 

Why did God create a devil to oppose him in his good de- 
signs toward mankind in this world, and to torture them 
eternally in the next ? 

As God punishes not the most guilty here when commit- 
ting crime, what reason hav we to think he will punish in 
some future life? ^. i 

A. belief in such doctrines involves us in three false 
assumptions, First, that a personal God exists ; second, 


. there is a future existence for us; third, that God will deal 


out justice to all in the next life and punish for crimes com- 
mitted here. 

A pretended belief in such teachings establishes nothing, 
as true belief is founded only on positive evidence ; and as 
the existence of a personal God cannot be demonstrated, the 
three assumptions are false and foolish. 


Had & God ever been seen or known to take a part even 
jn the management of the affairs of this world, or to punish, 
correct, reform, or ‘chastise the basest criminals and the 
most heartless scoundrels in society, there might then be 
some proof of his existence; and if unchangeable, that the 
same policy would be carried out in a future life should 
there be any. But remember a future existence for man is 
not established, could the existence of God be proved, as 
the existence of the finite is not assured by the existence of 
the infinite, 

How, or when, this world came into existence we do not 
know; but we do not propose to create an imaginary God 
to account for and still more perplex us in solving the 
mystery. So faras we know man is now the highest sov- 
ereign in this world, and upon whom is devolving all the 
responsibility of human suffering and happiness, human ig- 
norance and intelligence, and everything at all concern- 
ing the management of affairs with which mankind has 
to do, and no God that we know of dictates or assists him 
in the least in the discharge of these duties, 

Although admitting he was unseen, the preacher through 
his discourse assured us of the existence of this personal 
God, and of his rightful sovereignty over this world and 
over all mankind, and if this be true he must be directly 
responsible for all the ills and suffering of mankind, and 
for all injustice, cruelty, and wrong that Christians so often 
pray him to remove from them, and to whose prayers he has 
never given the slightest attention. 


This would be discouraging to any but ignorant, supersti- 
tious God-worshipers, blinded and duped by the designing 
priesthood, 

But the small congregation, of considerably less than a 
hundred, appeared pleased, and were, no doubt, well satis- 
fled with the able effort to bring ‘all to acknowledge the 
sovereignty of this wonderful, unseen, indescribable, unac- 
countable, mythical, imaginary something, somewhere in 
the clouds, to which all mankind were accountable, 

How a single intelligent person could be benefited by 
such a discourse I failed to see ; but they were remarkably 
attentive, and perhaps highly entertained by the learned and 
cultured preacher, though no truthful, useful knowledge 
was taught or acquired. 

Had the preacher defined and located his God, proved his 
existence and jurisdiction over this world, showing his 
rightful authority over mankind, or brought one instance to 
show that he personally superintended this world’s affairs, 
it would hav been worthy of his efforts, of an hour spent 
in encouraging faith in mysteries by fallacious reason- 
ings. Such a discourse was no doubt highly edifying to 
the god-believer in miracles and mystics, and strengthened 
him in the delusion, but tended to strengthen unbelief 
in the intelligent reasoning person desiring real instruction, 


I continued to think of. the unproved | assumptions— 7 
God exists, is a personal being, a sovereign over this world, ' 
all of which remain unproved. 

If he is a person, where could he locate him outside of this 
world, or in it, unless in mankind? If. he is sovereign he 
must act out his own pleasure, and why should I desire to 
advise, instruct, or attempt to control him in the least 
matter ? : 

If God is intinite, why should the finite, with his apeck of 
knowledge, assume to dictate or change the mind of the in- 
finite, as Christians are continually doing? 

We hav no evidence that his God is sovereign of these 
United: States of America, not being known in the Consti- 
tution nor in framing, supporting, expounding, or in execut- 
ing the laws; counseling, improving, or finding fault with 
them; thus, we logically conclude he is not sovereign of 
this government and its laws, or over the American people. 

The preacher affirmed that Jesus Christ was the ruler over 
the nations of the earth, but no evidence was adduced to 
prove the assertion; and to me it appeared no more truthful 
than. the God sovereignty, as we hav proof positive that 
Jesus Christ does not rule over this Amerlcan nation at 
‘least. 

Thus we are forced to conclude if his God has an ex- 
istence, it must be in some other world beyond our knowl- 
edge and for purposes to us unknown; neither can they be 


known, therefore do not particularly concern us inhabitants. 


of this planet. 

If God really exists as a person, however powerful, wise, 
benevolent, just, truthful, honest, or good he may be, he 
must hav a location; however much he may desire to attend 
to the wants of all the millions of humanity at the same 
time it must be an impossibility, as the person of a God 
even cannot exist in all places, on all planets and worlds at 
the same time; and if sovereign of this world, could “be 
of no practical use, perhaps would be more useful in other 
worlds than here, and had better giv them his attention, as 
this runs very well without any visible assistance from 
him, 

Were men taught to depend less on the aid of a vision- 
ary God and more upon their own reason and honest en- 
deavor, many things might be managed much better than 
they now are. 

Thus, having no positive knowledge that God ever existed 
in this world; and no person being able to describe him, and 
everything in nature moving in continuous perfect order 
without him, we find no use for him if he were here. 

Were & pretended God to take the form of an animal or 
of man and come among us assuming the right to counsel 
or advise us, we would giv little attention to his teachings 
unless good, reasonable, and superior to thore we already 
hav. But should he presume to dictate to us, command us 
under severe penalties and threats to obey him, we would 
refuse to submit to such tyranny, and question his authority 


as sovereign over us, and claim the right of self-govern-| 


ment, asking such an intruder to withdraw his insolent 
demands; and if he did not giv proper heed he would be 
expelled by force from our midst as a tyrant and 
despot. 

Were Jesus Christ to come on earth again and claim the 
right Christians claim for him, to rule this nation, or to make 
or enforce a single law, if not in harmony with our laws, 
he would quickly be asked to retire, as these places are all 
filled by men supposed to be competent to execute them 
with propriety without his aid. But when a visionary, 
mythical God, existing nowhere, except in the imagination 
of superstitious, fanatical god-worshipers, is presented to 
us as having a real existence and claims on us superior to 
the demands of our country and of dearest friends, is it not 
time for us to examine this matter. 

The marvelous, the supernatural, the unaccountable, and 
the untruthful hav too long been taught us, and it is full 
time that reason, the divine in man, should hav its say, and 
grow men and women worthy of the time, free from the 
slavery of mind religiously, as the bodies of men are now 
free from what was a few years since denominated Ameri- 
can slavery. 

The arrogant assumer of the existence of a God as sover- 
‘eign over any people—except the Jewish Jehovah over the 
ancient Jews, and he was plenty good enough for them— 
should be compelled to prove the existence of, describe and 
locate his God satisfactorily to his people; then they should 
be permitted to accept him as their sovereign—if in accord 
with the laws of the land—or reject. him, as they saw fit. 

This world we Know exists, and has its uses ; man also 
exists and has his uses; now, could a God be as plainly 
shown to exist in this world or in any other—either would 
do if demonstrated—certainly no one could deny it, and 
perhaps none object to it. 

But people will doubt honestly, and hav a right to, tilla 
God can be as plainly seen somewhere, existing in some- 
thing or some form, as does this earth and human beings. 
And until that time shall come man must exist as;God man- 
ifest in human form and as the most intelligent being known 
in the universe, making all laws to govern mankind and to 
control their actions ; and further, to make all the gods and 
devils, heavens and hells, known, and those in this life, as 
science has not yet demonstrated a future life after the death 
in this body. So, Mr. Editor, it is useless to attempt to 
stretch the faith of intelligent, reasoning people to a belief 
of a personal God having spoken this world into existence 
out of nothing, and who still has charge of it and keeps it 
in running order, ag is still taught from thousands of pul- 
pits in the land. Priests will hav to stop asserting so much 
without proof, and when they tell us the existence of this 
world cannot be accounted for without first creating a God, 
we tell them it cannot be accounted for then, as it perplexes 
us the more in the investigation. It is much more rational 
to say the universe has eternally existed, and will continue 
to exist eternally in some form; than to create an imaginary 


' God who six thousand years ago labored for six days, has 
done nothing since, and we know not that he ever will. It 
would be impossible to tell how he sprang into existence, 
show the necessity for bis existence, how he made the 
world, or what there is now for bim to do. Yours, 
Tully, N. Y., March, 1880. R. C. TROWBRIDGE, 
; ———— 9 9—————— 
Religious Teaching vs. Moral and Scientific 
Edueation. 


*Tis education forms the infant mind; 
Just as the twig is bent the tree’s inclined. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TROTA SEEKER, Sir: This truth 
the most stupid priests understand thoroughly and never 
failto act upon. "They carefully bend the twig while it is 
yet young; they carefully kang about the cradle of infancy, 
and there commence the work of intellect.stultification. 
Instead of aiding to unfold and strengthen the faculties of 
those committed to their care, they take stringent measures 
to hinder their development, What they teach us while 
young it would be well for us could we forget when old. 
Instead of cultivating in their pupils sentiments of inde- 
pendence, generosity, and noble affections, they studiously 
make them servile, intensely selfish, and alarmed at less 
than shadows. Instead of urging them on in the pursuit 
of knowledge, they are incessantly engaged iu attempts to 
frighten them into Christian understanding of the most 
ridiculous beliefs. 

Hume has justly remarked that ''virtue is nothing but 
enlarged and cultivated reason, and never flourished to any 
degree except where a good education becomes general and 
where men are taught the pernicious consequences of vice, 
treachery, and immorality.” Yes, I am aware that mystery- 
mongers (priests, of course, I mean) do not take one-thou- 
sandeth part the pains to make those they miseducate 
understand the pernicious consequences of vice, treachery, 
and immorality that they do the pernicious consequences of 
disbelief in certain monstrous dogmas of theology that no 
child either can or ought to believe. Is it not a fact that in 
all dissenting churches and schools children are taught as 
divine truth that non-belief in a man-god—who, after being 
born of a virgin, was nailed upon a cross, dead, buried— 
and other follies and doctrines quite in keeping with this, 
is acrime of the deepest dye, only to be expiated by eternity 
of torment? If the children educated in those schools hav 
intellectual hardihood enough to demand proof of such 
monstrous doctrines being true, are they not silenced by 
rods, scare-crows, hell-and-damnation proof? The books 
thrust into their hands are not treatises on science, art, 
physiology, astronomy, anatomy, medicine, etc., but others 
of avery different genus, such as the Bible, or Jew-book, 
and J. M. Watson’s ‘‘Third Reader.” "These are the kind : 
of books placed in the hands of children by spiritual charla- 
tans and God-struck lunatics, These are the. precious in- 
struments through which the church, as well as our schools, 
is teaching children to become hypocrites, liars thieves, 
murderers, and also jail-birds, 

As to creating ''an enlarged and cultivated reason,” 
nothing can be further from their intentions. No, their © 
Object is not to enlarge but to destroy reason; and so far 
from ever having shown a disposition to cultivate reason, 
they hav uniformly opposed every aitempt to improve it. 
To make the feelings sneeze with devotion and teach the 
children solemn nonsense about a bloodthirsty God, spiritual 
mustard-pots, or an everlasting hell, faithful Christians 
booted and spurred for paradise, priests of divine religion 
hav ever been ready; but never, in the whole course of their 
horrid history, hav they shown themselves any other than 
haters of real knowledge and foes of popular liberty, 
The following lines are appropriate to my present purpose: 


By false training most all hav been misled, 

Bo they believe because they hav been so bred. 
The priest continues what the nurse began, 
And thus the child imposes on the man. 


Therefore, Mr, Editor, I do heartily detest the doings of 
allpriests of whatever name and clime. I am compelled 
to view them as ‘‘ salaried opponents of truth and knowl- 
edge." Yes, it is with their atrocious principles, and no 
less atrocious practices, that I war so fiercely. Experience 
has proved them the least fit of all men to educate the rising 
generation. They cannot, as priests, touch anything in 
their capacity without deflling it; and until the people shake : 
them off as dew is shaken from the horse's mane, popular 
liberty, based on sound educational principles, is a sham 
and a dream. 

Those who wish or hope to reconcile religion, whether 
true or false, with morality, are wild fanatics or supersti- 
tionists of the worst dye. Such know not human nature, 
and certainly never can materially benefit it. In the soil of 
pure reason all the virtues would infallibly take root and 
flourish; but Christians, like all other priests, detest reason 
and deem it their most sacred duty to crush it in the bud. 
Shall we, then, hesitate to snatch from their hands that 
power they hav wielded so prejudicial to the highest inter- 
ests of humanity? The best proposition is to educate the 
whole people in harmony with the most approved moral 
principles, and, totally irrespective of religionism and God- 
ism, would surely and speedily effect this most desirable of 
all desideratums, 

It is time the people practiced virtue without fearing 
either God or devil, and continue to enjoy the fullest 
measure of freedom without being any longer cheated by 
priests and their aristocratic allies. It is the priestly cate- 
chism that upholds priestly influence. Once let the advo- 
cates of reason and liberty be armed with the same authority 
to teach the youthful population of this country that Chris- : 
tian priests hav hitherto enjoyed, and religion and gods will 
receive their mortal death-wound, The real governors of 
the people are those who educate them, Christian priests 
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and Christian teachers hav given to the people of this coun- | I take direct issue with him on this point. The word used 


try most all the instruction they hav hitherto received, No 
marvel, therefore, that rotten Christianity has become the 
manners, customs, and Jaws of the land. What is part and 
parcel of popular customs must decide the morality or 
immorality of a nation. Now Ihold that the sooner the 
priests and religious people cease to meddle with educa- 
tional matters the better. In ages of barbarism their hellish 
doctrines were comparatively innoxious. But now that 
knowledge is making its way through the ramifications of 
society, it ought not to be tolerated that Christians or priests 
of any denomination should be enormously paid to obstruct 
the cause of civilization or pollute the understandings of 
the rising generation under the pretense of Christianizing 
the people; and in conclusion I will add, 


Let the work of truth fairly prevail 
Throughout this unhappy land; 
And Christian dogmas they will die 

When reason takes the stand. 


Then reason’s lessons will be taught 
Unto the sons of men: 

Then minds with wisdom will be fraught; 
Yes, then, and not till then. 


B! am, with all due respect, : f 
The well-wisher of the human race, 


Lacrosse, Wis. J. Perry. 


— 9 9——————— 
The Beauties of the Bible. 


“In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth” (Gen. i, 1). 

By citing and analyzing passages of scripture we may be 
able to comprehend in slight degree the transcendent beau- 
ties of the Bible. 

Those beauties, like the poles of a magnet, may be either 
positive or negative, i 

A moment’s reflection will convince any honest inquirer 


after truth, any candid, intelligent mind, that God did not 


create the heavens and the earth in the beginning; for 
whenever that was, he only began to create, unless, as else- 
. Where stated, ** He spake and it was done ; he commanded, 
and it stood fast” (Ps. xxxili, 9), which we now hav posi- 
tive evidence is not the way in which God creates or created 
the universe. But this will be shown more obviously as we 
proceed. 

** And the earth was without form, and void, and darkness 
was upon the face of the deep, and the spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters " (Gen. i, 2). 

We notice, first, the earth was without form, and void— 


an impossibility, as figure, or form, is a property of matter;: 


and consequently, however irregular it may hav been, the 
earth must hav had some form. But it is said it was with- 
out form, and void. Two mistakes, sad blunders of Moses, 
. whoever asserted it. 

Moses was & great magician. Can it be he was also a 
pantheist ? He asserts that God created the earth without 
form. Ie also says that when the Jews saw God they *' saw 
no manner of Bimilitude" (Deut. iv, 15). Admitted, and 
who can disprove identity ? 

‘¢The spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.” 
Psychologists, please make a nofe here—a spirit has a spirit. 
This was a dark spirit, for darkness was upon the grent deep. 
The ancient Jews held that the ‘‘ Shekanah," a light more 
brilliant than the sun, denoted the visible presence of God; 
or, ‘the light of the glory of the Lord was like devouring 
fire" (Ex. xxiv, 17.) Paul, at conversiou, was struck blind 
by a light, and says: “God is light, and in him is no dark- 
ness.” ''The city [New Jerusalem] had no need of the sun, 
for the glory of God did light it," etc. The God of the 
Jews changed often, consequently could not hav been the 
true God, who changes not. John of Patmos says God has 
“seven spirits” (Rev. ili, 1; iv, 5; v, 6). 

The Hebrew word "uach and the Greek pneuma, here trans- 

‘lated spirit, are variously rendered ghost, soul, body, spirit, 
wind, air, breath. Aud hence if the reading were, The breath 
of God, or, The wind rippled the face of the waters, what 
candid Greek or Hebrew Bible student would assert that 
though less grandiloquent it would not be as correct and 
truthful a translation ? 

* And God said, Let there be light, and there was light, 
and God called the light day, and the darkness he called 
night “And the evening and the morning were the first 
day” (Gen. i, 8, 5). 

The sun was not mide until the fourth day, and the 
beauty of all this consists in there having been three days 
without a sun ! 

“u And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of 
the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. 
And God made the firmament, and divided the waters 
which were under the firmament from the waters above it, 
and it was so” (Gen. i, 6, 7). 

From this any unsophisticated mind of ordinary intelligence 
would be led to conclude that Moses supposed space to a 
very great extent was occupied by & vast body of water, and 
consequently a solid expansion or dividing sheet was indis- 
pensable to shut off or exclude the superabundant waters, 
80 that the earth or dry land might become inhabitable, or 
at least make its appearance. (Gen. i, 9.) And hence it is 
obvious that this firmament or expansion to answer its in- 
tended purposes must hav been impervious to water, strong 
and solid. Dr. Gibson assures us that the word firmament 
ia not only not in the Hebrew Bible, but it is “an unfortu- 
nate translation of the original word." If, as orthodox 
polemics tell us, the Bible is full of mistranslations, then why 
palm it off as the ‘ word of God,” or as of any authority ? 
If there is any mistranslation inthis instance itis in not mak- 
ing the English word strong enough to fully express the 
meaning of the original. . 

And yet Dr. Gibson says, “The Hebrew word raguia 
admirably expresses the tenuity of our atmosphere ; just the 


heat word that could be chosen to signify the atmosphere,” 


is rakiah, and is derived from ths Hebrew verb raka or 
raqua, which signifies to spread metal with the hammer, to 
make it flat, to crush to pieces, t» beat, etc, Moses uses the 
word to describe the gold which was beaten inorder to 
cover the ark and the tables of the holy with it. (Ex. xxxix, 
3; Num. xvi, 38, 89.) And Isaiah to denote the plates of 
gold wherewith the idols were covered (Isa. xl, 19), and the 
same prophet and the psilmist to express the spreading 
forth of the earth, and its fipating upon the waters, for this 
was the conception the Hebrews had of it (Isa. xlii, 5; Ps. 
oxxxyi 6). And it should always be borne in mind that 
this raktah, however expanded or spread out, or thin, or of 
whatever material composed, was to be adequate to its in- 
tended use, viz., ‘‘to divide the waters above from those 
below it.” Could the atmosphere do this? The mistake, 
then, is not in the mistranslation of the word, but in the 
egregious blunder of supposing that a vast body of water 
surrounded the earth and filled the heavens, requiring 4 
solid sheet, strong and substantial, to keep it from deluging 
the whole earth. Here then, we hav two more of those 
negative beauties to be nailed, like bogus coins, to truth’s 
center, the one iuspirational, the other inspirational, the 
one the blunder of a witness who wished to testify better 
than he knew, the other of one who Knew better than he 
wished to testify, and consequently did not tell truth 
enough to screen him from the charge of being a partial, 
perhaps a false, witness. 

‘And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the 
heaven, to divide the day from the night : and let them be 
for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years : and let 
them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven, to giv 
light upon the earth : and it was so, And God made two 
great lights ; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 
light to rule the night : he made the stars also. And God 
set them in the firmament of the heaven, to giv light upon 
the earth" (Gen. i, 14-17). Here we note a decided im- 
provement. The cosmogonist Moses (or whoever the author) 
worked his architegb: three whole days and nights by the 
light of his fiat lamp, and now wisely sets him to making 
permanent lamps which he sets in the solid expansion or 
gakiah, as jewels are set in a monarch's diadem for orna- 
ment, but these for the sole and exclusive benefit of this 
earth, that being primary and paramount ; the universe sub- 
ordinate, or of no account or importance. 

We notice here a slight apparent discrepancy between 
Moses and Dr. Gibson. The learned doctor says (referring 
to prior creations), ** The heavens were not chaotic then." 
But the stars were not made, and the sun shone not until 
the fourth day. What was their previous condition ? The 
work of creation was progressive, as is seen from this ac- 
count, and consequently was not completed “ in the begin- 
ning.” . 

Six days were requisite to create the universe. A day in 
scripture may mean twenty-four hours, or from evening to 
evening. In prophetic language a day generally means a 
year. It may also mean a thousand years. It sometimes 
signifies an indefinite period, though generally limited ‘or 
brief. 

* And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the 
host of them. And on the seventh day God ended his work 
which he had made ; and he rested on the seventh day from 
all hig work which he had made. And God blessed the 
seventh day, and sanctified it : because that in it he had 
rested from all his work which God created and made” 
(Gen. i, 31, ii, 1-3), The world moves. Fifty years ago it 
would hav been sacrilege or blasphemy to hav said those 
seven days were not twenty-four hour days. Orthodoxy 
driven from that construction now takes refuge in the 
intrenchment that each of the six days signifies a geological 
period of unknown; perhaps incomprehensible duration. 
Very good. Then, according to analogy, the seventh day 
also would denote, and must be.taken for, a geological 
period. If this be true, then, God -has done nothing since 
he “ended his work” on the seventh day. Now all this 
muddle and confusion arises from not considering duly, and 
fully understanding, how God works, creates, or makes. 

I hay no evidence that God creates as man makes an 
article. He puts in operation certain laws through which, 
in the lapse of ages or the requisite time, his proper work 
is evolved. There is no physical labor involved, no conse- 
quent fatigue, and from allour evidences there never has 
been a moment's cessation, suspension, or interruption in 
his works of creation, nor ever will be until infinite space 
shall be filled and occupied by the works and wonders of 
his creation. Moses gave the best cosmogony within his 
knowledge. Dr. Gibson says of it, ‘‘The Bible is not 
designed to teach science; it is apocalypse.” What is its 
authority if its revelations are untruthful ? 

Fifty years hence I hazard the prediction that the Bible 
will be regarded as of no divine authority ; its truths will 
not be more holy than truth generally, and all advanced 
thinkers will be emancipated from the shackles of priest- 
craft, bigotry, ignorance, and superstition, and the world 
will be blessed with the effulgence of the light of true relig- 
ion and the knowledge of the one true and living God who 
exists in and through and independent of the forces of 
nature, Jur. 

———  .»9——————— 

Tam Rev. John C. Young, of Danville, Ky., has been 
sent for to go to Louisville to deliver a course of lectures to 
stem the current of Infidelity there caused by our able ora- 
tor Robert G. Ingersoll ; with what success time will show. 

Ch a ig 


Prrracus of Mitylene made a law that he who, when 
drunk, committed an offense, would suffer double the pun- 
ishment, which he would.do if sober, and Plato and Aris- 
totle applauded this as the hight of wisdom, 


Finance. 


To THE Eprror OF Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In & 
recent TRUTH SEEEER Is an artikle, touching on the finance 
question, over the signature of R. A. Van Winkle; and 
from the way he handles the subject I presume he thinks he 
has settled the whole question. 

But, strange as it may seem to him, people will differ 
from him on this all-important question, as witness Mr. 
Morrison’s article in the same issue and Mr. Louden’s, the 
week before, And as these two articles are worth a year’s 
subscription to the paper, I think the gentleman should 
subscribe for it instead of exchanging with his neighbor. 

He says it would be ruinous to the Liberal cause to ‘join 
our fortunes with the fiat greenback nonsense!” Did the 
gentleman ever see any money but fiat money? Gold and 
silver are not money without the government fiat or stamp 
on them. Nature has produced no money. It has only 
produced materials which governments may convert into 
money. 

What is money anyhow ? Nothing more nor less than a 
circulating medium of exchange, a more convenient way 
of doing business than by exchanging commodities ia the 
way of barter. 

Fifty years ago three-fourths of the business transactions 
of the country were done without the use of money. People 
provided themselves with the necessaries of life by swapping 

or by an exchange of produce called *'bartor," or ‘ truck 
and dicker." As thia was an inconvenient way of doing 
business, it gradually gave way and money took its place. 

There is just as much money value in paper as there is in 
gold or silver, It is true there is a great difference in the 
intrinsic or market value, but there is no money value in 

either until it has the flat orstamp upon it of the govern- 

ent that issues it, 
` . Money is not an end, but a medium to an end. We do 

not seek money for the sake of the money. We seek it be- 
cause it possesses purchasing power; because with it we 
can buy whatever we want. 

There is no reason why money should possess intrinsic 
value, The less the better, because it is just so much 
saved. All the intrinsic or market value there is in gold or 
silver when coined into money ia just so much dead loss ; 
because an article that has but very little intrinsic value in 
it will answer all the purposes of money just as well, or 
better. 

A merchant on one side of the street has counter-scales 
with cast-iron weights, the intrinsic value of which is one 
dollar, On the other side of the street is a merchant with 
counter-scales with gold weights, the intrinsic value of 
which is one thousand dollars. Nine hundred and ninety- 
nine dollars of the last-named merchau@’s capital is a dead 
loss to him, because iron weights would answer equally as 
good purpose as his gold ones. The same rule will apply to 
money. l 

Again, he says, ‘* No men or set of men, or government, 
can by a fiat giv purchasing power to any commodity of no 
intrinsic value, and it is folly to talk about it." 

Well, the government did giv purchasing power toa com- 
modity—paper—of but very little intrinsic value. He adds, 
** At least all must acknowledge that it is an untried experi- 
ment." 

Well, it has been on trial for the last eighteen years, 
sanctioned by the Supreme Court, and proved to be the 
best money the people ever had, being as good as gold in 
every state and territowy of the Union. 

Again he says, ‘ You might pay your debts that way (in 
greenbacks), but after it had answered for that purpose you 
could not compel any one to take it for wheat, pork, or 
beef, or wherewitk to clothe or warm yourself.” 

True, neither can you compel any one to take gold or sii- 
ver for “ wheat, pork, beef, or wherewith to clothe or 
warm yourself," unless they choose to do 80, but most peo- 
ple will choose to do so, and also take greenbacks just as 
readily. 

It is all right for him, as far as it goes, to ''flght the 
myths and absurdities of orthodox superstition " but if he 
has an eye to the signs of the times he will see we hav 
something to '* fight” besides myths and orthodox aupersti- 
tion. 1 i 

We hav a trinity in unity to fight—money-craft the fath- 
er, church-craft the son, and Repyblican-craft, the unholy 
ghost, or in other words, the money-craft and church- 
craft are the power behind the Republican throne, or, again, 
the Republican party is under the control of the money 
and church power. And, as a Democrat, I am sorry to say, 
the Democrats, to a certain extent, are under tho same con- 
trol. 

By a fiank movement we may turn the right or left, or 
we may attack and pierce the center. Butif we would 
**gcotch the monster” we must make a bold attack, square 
in front, all along the line, and '' fight it out on that line if 
it takes all summer." E. B. Rounps. 

Eureka, Wis., March 8, 1880. ; 


————— 29 99——————— 


The Lockport Gathering. 


To rag EnprroR or Tux TRUTH SrExER, Sir: The 
Spiritualists and Liberals of Lockport, N. Y., met in con- 
vention on March 18th and 14th, a large attendance being 
present and great interest manifested throughout the entire 
session of three days. Mrs. Colby, who was present, dealt, 
as usual, masterly blows at ancient and modern supersti- 
tions, and pressed home with forcible arguments the necea- 
sity of organizing for purposes of defense against the grow- 
ing encroachments of sectarian tyranny. A petition was 
presented, which was freely signed, for the taxation of. 
church property. Thus we are striving inch by inch to 
gain the mastery, to plant Right in place of Migat. 

Exma TAYLOR, 


20% : 


The Truth Seeker, March 27, 1880. 


Lettere from Friends. 


* ELK FALLS, Kan., Mar. 15, 1880. 

Eprror TRUTH SEEKER: It has been a long time since 
you heard from me, but a8 I am about to emigrate I will 
offer a few words sgain. To begin with, I want my paper 
sent to Las Vegas, New Mexico. . 

Liberalism has not made much noise in this quarter, yet 
it has quietly and rapidly spread, Auxiliary League No. 
155 was organized February 22d, with twenty-four charter 
members. Many more will join if a proper effort is made 
to enlarge and make it an active auxiliary. There are 
plenty of Liberals here, but it is difficuli to induce them to 
take part in any kind of organization against the church. 
Some avoid it on account of their wives’ feelings and some 
from fear of injury to business. This last is in imagination 
only, for the average Christian is smart enough to trade 
where he gets the most for his money; moreover, when & 
business man says he will not avow himself a Liberal lest 
he should drive away custom, he insults the better class of 
Christians by implying that they would be contemptible 
enough to prosecute for opinion’s sake. He goes back on 
his principles and bestows his favors upon Christians by 
leaning that way and contributing to the church. In my 
opinion hís contributions are thrown away, together with 
his independence, his only return being distrust from all 
parties. A Jew at Independence told me that by joining 
the League he saved $200 per annum. Heretofore, at regu- 
lar intervals, a paper was Carried around town, with a cer- 
tain sum of money apportioned for each business man to 
pay toward the church, but when it was publicly known 
that he had joined the League a church committee lacked 
the brass to approach him for money; furthermore, if any 
had withdrawn their patronage they were the poorest class 
of customers he had, 

But the greater portion of Liberals elude organization 
through sheer indifference. They seem to think that noth- 
ing will be lost by keeping quiet and nothing gained by 
agitation. I was once telling a man of the attempt being 
made to Christianize the government. His only reply was. 
“ They can’t do it," On Calling the attention of another to 
the rapid and alarming progress of Catholicism which 
would some day result in religious war in this country, I 
‘was surprised to hear him say he hoped to God it would; 
that, he said, would open the people’s eyes. Another, when 
told that his posterity might hav to wade in blood for the 
same privileges we now enjoy, replied: ‘‘ Let them wade; I 
hav trouble enough in my days, let them hav theirs.” But 
take them all through and they are on the side of liberty, 
and when the Crisis comes they will vote with us and fight 
with us, i 

Henry Welty, president of our League, was elected Jus- 
tice of the Pence in spite of a strong church opposition. 
J. A, Powell, one of the most outspoken Liberals in the 
county, was elected Sheriff last fall. Our postmaster is 
another Liberal. Other county officers are avowed Free- 
thinkers. The three most successful physicians at Inde- 
pendence, Elk City, and Elk Falls are outspoken Atheists ; 
but their opinions do not hurt their practice, for the most 
superstitious Christian has more faith in an Infidel doctor 
than in all three of his gods. 

Thus, while we may failin bringing about an extended 
organization for social benefit, we hav succeeded in intro- 
ducing facts to the public mind, and hav the satisfaction of 
knowing that the best minds in our community are cogni- 
zant of what is going on, and well know how to act when 
the necessity arrives. Everywhere the League should be 
established to show to the world that the National Liberal 
League is not & paper concern, but has a foundation in fact. 
An organized effort to Christianize our government, if de- 
teated in its object, can be defeated only by an organized 
effort, I make no war upon the other League, the American 
Liberal Union, and hope it will make no war upon us. Our 
objective point is the same, and our strength had better be 
expended in that direction. We hav been struck hard at 
the start by pergecutions without and dissensions within, 
but it more prove more a stimulus titan a hindrance to final 
success. 

The imprisonment of D, M, Bennett was a hard blow to 
us out here, and the treatment he received at the hands of 
Liberals was equally hard ; but we are outgrowing it, think- 
ing that probably the worst is over, The agitation of this 
subject has developed one fact: the people prefer to take 
care of their own morals; and more, they are slowly but 
surely awakening to the necessity of doing it, if they would 
enjoy peace in this world. If there is anything that grinds 
out the sands of life before the time it is that harsh, up- 
braiding voice that shouts, ‘ Why don't you do as I do?" 
It is the voice of the fiend that whispers in your ear, ''I 
told you 80." 

We were recently favored with a lecture by M. F. Greene, 
a young man just entering the lecture field, and who has the 
brains, the courage, and the enthusiasm to make a first-class 
lecturer. The large hall was filled with people, and the best 
attention was given to the most radical sentiments of the 
Speaker. Mr. Greene spoke to an audience of five hundred 
at Independence, and there, as elsewhere, he gave complete 
satisfaction to the Liberal public, Liberals should giv him 
a chance wherever ‘he goes, 

I presume you were not made aware of the death of Wm. 
Brown, one of the patrons of your paper, over a year ago. 
He was & man of good brain and good character, and died 
true to his convictions. 
him toward the last, but his last request was that a Free- 
thinker should officiate at his funeral. A funeral address 
was accordingly delivered by one of his Freethought 
friends, and though it was of radical tone and reflected the 
views held by the deceased, it was noticeable that its effect 
was more quieting and consoling to the mourners than 
so-called funeral sermons usually are. Among otherthings, 
„the speaker said: 

* And did he die a happy death? He died in the belief 
that death would end all pain, all misery. He died happy 
in the belief that neither he nor his wite nor children nor 
friends nor any human being would ever see the face of an 
angry God, nor hear that infamous command, ‘Depart 
from me, ye Cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels !’” 

The speaker further showed that a Christian could not die 
happy, not knowing what would be the decree at the great 
judgment day. Even if he could foretell his own case, he 
could not die happy with the thought that other fellow- 
beings would go to eternal torments. If such a one could 
die a heppy death it was because the sweetest charities of 
the heart had been crushed out by a blinding, bigoted faith, 
that left its victim more fiend than human. 

Others About hei har died ma mes manner, and it is 
getting to be understood that a human being may quit livin 
without that *' bleaged consolation.” diis E 


Ministers and others waited onf 


Hoping to be able to occasionally send you the name of a 


new subscriber, I remain Yours truly, ^ A. A BARNES. 


NonTH Y AgSSALBORO, Mm., Mar. 10, 1880. 


EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: I wish to write a little letter to 


the dear friends of your paper, not because I can say much 
or say it very well. Ican say that I know my heart is warm 


with love to the cause of truth and the friends who advocate 


the same in THE TRUTH SEEKER. Zealand Jabor are mani- 
fest almost everywhere in organizing Liberal Leagues, How 


my soul swells with gratitude as I read from week to week 


of the steadily-increasing number of Leagues springing up 
in 80 many places—one hundred and sixty-nine Leagues and 
several others forming! 
oak. Don’t be disheartened, friends, because some hav been 
torn from dear ones and cast into a foul, filthy, Christian 
hell The chains will soon be sundered and the enslaved 
made free, not through Christianity but by a higher power. 


My soul cries out for the shackles to be removed and real 


liberty to take their place. 

Our good brothers, Leland, Walker, and some others, say 
much of ‘‘ natural morality.” I say Amen! every time to 
their honest utterances. I hope they may continue to teach 
the people a higher code of morals. It requires warm, 
brave hearts to face old, respectable orthodoxy, that stands 
loafing on the street corners, making faces and crying 
i“ obscenity.” But there are some who don't scare worth a 
cent, who will promulgate their sincere convictions of what 
they know to be right and wrong. 

The social as well as other reforms are agitated in THE 
TRUTH BSEEKER. I hail thisas an omen of a near change 
in the old, worn-out marriage institution. Friends, you 
write and discuss this matter well. I pray you to keep the 
ball rolling. It wiil soon become a large mountain, filling 
the earth. To others who are afraid to let their light shine 
I would say, ''Don't be afraid to ‘speak in meetin’.’” 


Those of us who can neither lecture nor write scientific’ 


articles can write a few words for reform papers, just to let 
true believers know on which side the fence we belong, I 
can assure you thousands will rejoice to learn that you know 
and love the truth as it exista in natural law. We need to 
become acquainted with each other. Even the name and 
residence seem to giv quite an insight in this matter of 
friends. 

In your paper of March Gth I notice the whole account of 
the particulars of the Leagues formed2'- This is what I hav 
long wished to learn. On, what an artmy for good, and still 
increasing! Friends, take courage; we hav everything to 
cheer, You hav started well. Perseverance will gain the 
victory. How much I wish to be able to cast my mite. into 
the treasury! but I hav been disabled for two years, owing 
to rheumatism, caused by mercurial. poison, I would sow 
broadcast thousands of reform papers where I now can 
scatter only a few, 

The Freelover who discusses marriage in a late number of 
THE TRUTH SEEKER no doubt had a good reason for not 
signing her name. I much prefer to see the real name, still 
I would much rather she would write again with no name 
than not write at all Please hand out more discussions, 
You will hav plenty of eager readers. 


Poor Bennett is still suffering in & gloomy prison alone— 


all alone! I shudder to think that Christians or devils 
would make such. places just to torture, O Liberals and 
all reformers, you are angels indeed, laboring to overturn 
all such wicked institutions and let the captive go free! 
You bav begun a work that cannot be stopped. All who 
hav been imprisoned or stiffered persecution in any way 
will be fully rewarded in time. "Truly yours, - 


EMELINE A. PRESCOTT, 


VALLEY FALLS, KAN., March 11, 1880, 

Mr, D. M, BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find draft 
for $15, which you will place to the credit of the parties 
named below. Three dollars will pay my subscription for 
this year. It Was not lack. of sympathy that kept me 80 
long from writing aid sending in my subscription, but I 
had the promise of a few more subscribers to our most glo- 
rious, and for every true Liberal really indispensable TRUTH 
SEEKER, the best Liberal paper published, hence the delay. 
I shall do all in my power to circulate and get subscribers 
for it. If your enemies expect to crush.and stop the paper 
by sending its bold and fearless editor to & Christian prison 
for committing no crime, they find, while E, Macdonald 
occupies the editorial chair, the task a hard one, as he has 
proved to be the right man in that place in your absence. 

I hope the Christian bloodhound Comstock will after this 
adopt a let-alone policy toward you and your paper, as he 
will hav undoubtedly learned by this time that your friends 
do not all liv in the city of New York, and that they can- 
not be counted by the half dozen, but can be counted by 
thousands, and that those thousands are distributed all over 
this fair country, from the Atlantic to the Pacific. And 
while our enemies delight in reading their Bible, with all 
its obscenity, fables, myths, and stories, and swallow Jonah, 
whale and all, as the inspired word of God, we want Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER to make its regular weekly visits to our 
humble homes. 

. While you are in a felon’s cell you hav won the admira- 
tion, esteem, and sympathy of all good Liberals, as you are 
made a martyr for our cause. It is an open secret that it is 
not obscenity but you and your paper they would like to 
crush out of existence, Your unjust imprisonment has won 
thousands to the Liberal ranks, It shows what we Liberals 
would have if the church had the power. But thanks to 
such men a3 our hero in prison, that power they will never 
regain any more. But we must be watchful of what we hav 


when demanding our rights, and getting them granted will 
only be a question of time, 

The Liberals here arranged lately for a course of lectures, 
which were delivered by Mr. O. A. Phelps. He had full 
houses every night, and was much applauded by his intelli- 
gent audience. We are trying now to arrange for a debate. 
l think the plan a good one, as in giving lectures and de- 
bates on Bible questions we reach the masses and set them 
to thinking. Mr. Phelps is a man of great ability, He is 
doing a great work in the Liberal cause, and ought to be 
constantly employed in the lecture field. We can recom- 
mend him to the Liberals of the West, ` 


Yours in love and sympathy, Susan REICHERTER, 


WzsT MERIDEN, CONN., March 11, 1880, 
Mr. MacposALD, Dear Sir: I hav the pleasure to send 
you sixty-seven names on the petition to Congress. I circu- 
lated it on my own hook, as it seems that all Liberals are 
afraid of the church. They don't like to face Christians. 
Even Mr, Griswold, president of our Liberal League, on the 
10th of last month, showed himself on the stage for the 
benefit of the Universalist church. Imight hay got more 
names but I was forbidden to go through the establishment, 


But I shall try yet, and if J succeed will gend te you, 


The small acorn is making a big 


gained, must be united to be strong, and show our strength | b 


We hav in Meriden a Sunday row these four or five weeks. 
I wanted to join a funeral society, Knights of Honor, but - 
they refused to accept me as a member on account of my 
Infidelity. 

Iam sorry that Iam not able at present to send some- 
thing substantial for Mr, Bennett, but am ‘glad to see that 
he has so many good friends. I only wish for the day to 
come when he will get free from the Ohristian Inquisition; it 
will be a day of rejoicing for all Liberals. 

I would like to hav Mr. Bennett’s new book, but cannot 
order at present, as I don’t know yet that I shall be able to 
pavifor it. IfI can afford it I shall send. — oe 

You don’t know how much I wish to see Liberals, Spirit- 
ualists, and Greenbackers join together next fall. 

Please give my very best respects to Mr. and Mrs, Bennett 
and accept the same yourself, 


Yours for justice, Josupa FRANKOWSEL 


Laxe MILLS, Iowa, March 15, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Esq , Dear Sir: I am a few days behind 
the regulation of your edition, but it’s better late than never. 
It is not because I had not the money, neither is it because 
my faith is faltering, nor my blushing face of Infidelity, but 
Ihad not the opportunity to purchase a money order, that 
I might send you the mouey with safety. You know that 
we liv in a Christian land, where we all observe the Golden 
Rule. But we are obliged to Keep our houses and barns 
locked, and to support jalls and state prisons and poor- 
houses, and all other necessary objects to protect society at 
large. 

send you a postal order for one year's subscription for 
that good messenger called Tan TRUTH SEEKER, [like the 
title of the publication, because I do love the principle of 
truth, let it come from what source it may. Reason, one of 
the best gifts that universal law ever gave to man, is Search- 
ing after the truth, Reason deals with truth and fact; 
myths of all kinds are a gibberish lot of mysteries. I like 
your paper for its independence, its liberty of speech, and. 
the position that it takes upon all topics that hava iendency 
to elevate man to a higher and more noble plane in his na- 
ture than we find him in this Christian age. To do this he 
must be left free to think and act and speak and write on 
all points that will hav any tendency to progress to a higher 
state of morals than we hav at the present. . 
I like those letters that you publish; they sound just as 
ood to my ear as the testimony given in behalf ot Jesus 
hrist in the class meetings for the satisfaction of the rob- 
bing ministry in charge. If Jesus had in his nature the 
modesty of a Voltaire ora Paine he would be compelled to 
blush with shame if he should once see aud hear the testi- 
mony given by the poor weak-minded, deluded witnesses 
testifying for his cause, all for the purpose of advertising 
themselves to the ministry. 

Those telling shots of that strong mind of Mra. Slenker are 
just the ammunition that is required to scatter and break up 
the works of old theology. All such ammunition should-be 
used more freely, I would that every one who can wield 
the pen with telling effect would arm himself with the 
principles of truth and liberty, in every sense of those 


| words, and go to work in earnest for their rights. 


‘Yours for the right, S. D. WADSWORTH. 


HoxEsTEAD, Micu., March 7, 1880. 

EDITOR TauTR SEEKER, Dear Sir: In looking over my 
books I found that Ihad made a little mistake in the time 
that I had taken the paper, and it ain’t to be wondered at 
under the circumstances. I joined a Congregational colony 
that was granted by the Legislature of this State, and soon 
found out that the people would not allow any one to liv 
near their colony unless they were strictly orthodox, I told 
them I was not orthodox and that they could not drive me 
out. They then pitched on me, stole my household goods 
tothe amount of four hundred dollars, and one of their 
ministers ran off with my wife; then they brought me to 
law under pretense of some action. I followed them to the 
high courts for four years and beat them there, After that 
they sued me for contempt of court for putting what littie I 
had left out of the way of the lawyers. The judge then 
fined me one hundred dollars and sentenced me to six 
months’ imprisonment in the County jail for no crime 
whatever. I hav served my time in the jail, and I now stay 
in my little habitation and guard it with a load of arms, 
and they well understand it too. I now stand here as an 
independent Liberal fighting the battles of equal rights and 
privileges. 

Now, you see, under these circumstances, I know how to 
sympathize with Mr. Bennett. When the petition was sent 
out to get signers for the release of Mr. Bennett, 1 worked 
six faithful days in the belly of this Orthodox hell and got 
fifty signers; that was the best I could do. ; 

Inclosed find three dollars. I would send more, but I am 
an old man, seventy-five years of age, my health is poor, 
and I am in rather low circumstances, S. K. CARTER. 


ALTON, ONT., March 6, 1880. 

EnprroR Trut SEEEKER, Dear Sir: Thinking it not 
unlikely that many of the readers of your paper would be 
glad to be informed of the state of public opinion in this or 
any other part of Canada'upon the great (shall L say burn- 
ing?) questions of the day, I hav taken the liberty of 
addressing to you a few words as to the progress of Liber- 
alism in this vicinity. j 

Here, as everywhere else, the modern spirit of investiga- 
tion has penetrated, and doubt and discussion hav, with 
many, taken the place of faith and dogmatism. Canadians 
are proverbially a conservative people, slow to change their 
views, but steadfast in convictions, new or old, which hav 
een once established, 

Freethinkers are as yet comparatively few in numbers in 
this country; but being strong in argument and ever ready 
to defend their opinions by appeal to the tribunal of reason, 
their advance is, if slow, sure and irresistible. Unlike the 
Lord who was with Judah, who could not drive out the 
inhabitants of the valley because they had chariots of iron, 
the god of science is driving out of every refuge all those 
who hav chosen to dwell in the paper citadel of biblical 
inspiration. Of course the hirelings of superstition are by 
no means inactive, and recently at a neighboring town one 
of the paid defenders of the old creed made the usual effort 
to draw out the leviathan with a hook, Col. Ingersoll was 
represented by this clerical Boanerges as a wretched hypo- 
crite, defaming Christianity for bread and blaspheming 
against the Most High for the pew-money of his services of 
Sin. But we know, and the reverend gentleman knows too, 
that the arrow cannot make him flee; sling-stones are turned 
with him into bubbles; darts are counted as stubble; he. 
laugbeth at the shaking of a spear; he is a king over all the 
children of pride. ‘The way in which some of our Canadian 
defenders of the faith abuse the leaders of modern thought: 
might well cause an onlooker to imagine that they had been 
given the heathen for an inheritance and had already entered 
IALO possession. 


The Gri) Seeker, March 97, 1880. 


Liberty of speech is not nearly 80 extended i 
Lil n th - 
minton as among the citizens of the great republic. id 


state religion; consequently unbelievers are not yet so out- 
Many of - 
fore, like to hear Col. Ingersoll (eerie St, aay. [odia 
order that weak-kneed brethren might be confirmed in ‘the 
truth by meeting together and learning the extent of their 
numbers, Truth, we well know, does not depend upon 
‘numbers, but.exemption from social persecution and eccle- 
isiastical tyranny to a very great degree does so depend, 

. Your paper is highly prized by its readers in this neigh- 
borhood. We know thy works and thy labor and thy 
patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: 
and how thou hast tried them which say they are apostles 
and are not, and hast found them liars, f 


Yoursfraternaly, A. F, THOMSON, 


. : KALAMAZOO, Micu., March 8 
; Mr. D. M. BENNETT: 1 bav just returned Tone ons 
absence of four months. Inclosed find three dollars, Times 
are hard here, and we all find it quite difficult to get much 
money laid by. You can consider me a life-long supporter 
to Thall bo glad when th d 
shall be glad when the grand old hero, my frien 
Bennett, shalt hav served ie his time and A eee 
free man. I hav some fears that Comstock will again cause 
ne eae butt hope he will not, 
o hope Mr. Underwocd will soon ackno i 
‘mistake in speaking against our friend D. M, hs ur 
come out fully and take sides again with the Liberal League 
and let Abbot drift off alone again into orthodoxy. 
I think that one of the grandest acts in the life of our 
hero, D. M. Bennett, is the letter he wrote to Mr. Hayes 
stating that he was sorry he or his friends had troubled him 
so much by so many petitions (names to the number of two 
hundréd thousand), and regretting that his wife and friends 
together with himself, had ever asked hís clemency, justice, 
or mercy, and withdrawing all such requests. "That. I 
aay, is the grandest act of his life. Such an act on the part 
of Mr. Hayes shows him up just where he stands, and, I 
think, will be of material help to our cause in awakening 
people to a just.sense of free justice. Mr. Hayes's wife, no 
doubt, controls him. Ishall never vote again for a presi- 
dent that belongs to a church or one who is unwilling to 
dispense equal justice to all. 
lam glad to learn of the progress the cause is making in 
' forming Leagues all over the country. Our League here is 
8 failure &o far; we had twenty charter-members to start 
off with, and went no further than to get a temporary organ- 
ization. I wil make further inquiry into the matter, and 
expect at no distant day to hav an excellent Liberal League. 
If some good speaker was. here for a few days to help us, I 
am certain we could’ soon hav a nice League. I cannot do 
much for the cause on account of my being away from 
home 80 much. 
Please put my name down for Bro. Bennett's forthcoming 
book, written while in the Albany Penitentiary, 
i Yours respectfully, JAMES S. BEDEL, 


RavxHAM, Mass., March 14, 1880. 
EDITOR or Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: It is some 
weeks since I hav found a convenient time to write to you, 


but I trust that you know, by your own sympathies, that | 


you are never forgotten by your friends, and since you are | 
being visited by *' gods," I hope they do not forget to carry 
you loving sympathies from us all. Iam so glad to know 
by your letters, that your spirit is not broken by your im- 
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When we look back and see what a short time ago, compar- 
atively, people began to be skeptical in regard to Chris- 
tianity, and see what advancement Liberalism has made in 
that time, we should calculate that before another centen- 
nial shall be celebrated old Father "Time will pluck & 
feather frorg the wing of the angel Gabriel, sharpen it with 
the two-edged sword of God Almighty, dip it in the blood 
of Jesus, and by the flickering, fading light of hell he will 
write in words of fire across the name of Christianity, 
* Religion of the past." Hoping that that day is not far 
distant, I remain your friend, PAUL DILLINGHAM. 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS, N. Y., Feb. 12, 1880. 

MR. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: It is refreshing to ob- 
serve the fact that men hav discovered that they hav a mind 
of their own, an intelligent power within when properly 
exercised and developed that is as comprehensive and reli- 
able as auy that ever held a divine commission, and that a 
partial God no longer inflates his pets with wisdom to be 
distributed at their pleasure among the ignorant masses. 
These men who assert that they are the vicegerents of him 
who sits on the Almighty throne are now required to show 
their credentials. And since they fail in that, and there 
clusters around the presumptuous assertion the odor of 
bread and butter, doubts naturally arise and the divine 
agent who claims to hold the great panacea of human 
wrongs and vices is regarded in the samé manner as the 
vender of the great panticureal cordial that cures all dis. 
eases incident to the human family, even to the restoring to 
life and health the person who had been blown into a 
thousand fragments by the explosion of a hundred pounds 
of dynamite. Did God choose these oracles, he certainly 
many times would make better selections or else he is a God 
of very bad taste and judgment? Did the Almighty ex. 
tend a call to T. L. Weaver a short time ago to carry the 
mantle and blow the horn of Roger Williams after the 
Genesee Methodist Episcopal Conference had pronounced 
upon'him the sentence that followed disobedience in Eden 
and seen proper to portray some of his chief characteris- 
tics, thus, “Sabbath breaking; dishonesty in business; 
tmeladitg something of the nature of forgery and unchas- 
tity 

Perhaps the Rev. R. B. Stanton, who conducted the 
young man through the ceremonies of the saving ordinance, 
thought him better qualified to follow the examples of Paul, 
who said, ‘‘ Being crafty, I caught you with guile” (2 Cor., 
xii, 16); also, *' For if the truth of God hath more abound. 
ed through my lie unto his glory, why yet am I also judged 
a sinner ?” (Rom. fii, 7), and the practices of the old rake 
who lay so near God’s heart, with his seven hundred wives 
and three hundred concubines. 

How beautiful the system that loads a young man of such 
attainments with celestial honors, while you, for sending a 
little polemic on a certain institution through the mails, are 
languishing in prison! Your misfortune is that you are not 
within the ark. With a looser sense of propriety you 
would hav been found there, and then the pubtication of 
such lovely -stories as Lot’s incest with his daughters (Gen. 
xix); the little social chat of Jacob and Rachel about the 
act of Jacob in sedu^ing their maid-servant Belhah ; also 
! the story of Lea and Zilpab, and the bargains between Leah 
and Rachel about Reuben’s mandrakes (Gen. xxx); also 
the story of Abram and Sarah, and the account of his 
illicit intimacy with his servant-maid Hagar, as related in 
Gen. xvi; also the story of Absalom’s familiarity with his 
father’s Concubines, as related in 2 Sam. xvi, 32; and the 


prisonment, and that you can even ridicule the ridiculous, 
Well, you will soon, J trust, be with us again, and enjoy. 


narrative of Judah, Onan, and Tamar (Gen. xxxviii) could 
be flourished in bold type as genuine specimens of orthodox 


her first husband.” 


the sunlight of nature in all its beauties (how sweet it will morality ; but, thanks to common sense, such morality is not 
be to you!) and the loving presence of friends. Do you printed and circulated outside of the ark and its influences, 
think Mr. Abbot is really in the possession of his reason, or . for, if Infidels could hav their say, our public schools at 
has he lost it by and through his temper? I should think least would soon be rid of the nuisance. 
if he were really possessed ot his reason and had a moderate! Similar cases of such orthodox morality too numerous to 
share of common sense, his life would be anything but mention could be given had I the time and space to giv 
peaceful. I fairly shouted as I read the letter of our dear them. And had you been a printer of orthodox obscenity 
friend, Amy Post, addressed to him. Doesn’t she hit the you could hav dilated upon the beauties of the doctrine 
nail squarely, when she “‘ hurls back his accusations of ob- without a murmur or complaint save from lost Infidels who 
acenity?” and Elizur Wright's “ Anti-Liberty Logic,” must cannot be made to renounce their reason and swallow down 
be an exceedingly bitter pill to swallow. Let us hope that such doctrines as ordained and inspired of God. Yes, Bro. 
all these things which are being and hav been said will Bennett, had you belonged to the ark this orthodox moral- 
help to open the eyes of many to the difference between jty could hav been carried to any extent with impunity, for 
morals and superstition, und so benefit the world. ‘it has its precedent in the patriarchs and wisest men of 
í inclose the remainder of my donation, which was to be God's chosen favorites. Erect a standard of morals upon 
fifty cents per month, while your imprisonment lasted. It the Bible, and you can erect any there you please, and 
18 Very small, but I am a very small woman. quantities of pulpit hirelings will sustain its merits, and an 
"Truly your friend, Lucy N. Corman. | criticism of its depravity would be thoroughly rebuked. 
! In fact, discard reason and common sense. Off with your 


Sr. JossPH, Mo., March 17, 1880. 


EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Herewith is $3 to pay 
my subscription to Tak TRUTH BEEXKER, the boldest and 
most radical newspaper in the world. By your courage and 
labor for humanity you hav won & name in the list of the 
world’s martyrs and heroes not excelled in ancient or 
modern times, And when the trinity, religion, ignorance, 
and oppression, shall be looked upon us the iron bonds that 
cursed humanity, and shall hav passed away, then will you 
be loved and revered as the real savior of your tellow-man, 
who gave your life and liberty that your fellows should hav 

knowiedge and freedom. Yours, P. V. Wis. 


CENTERVILLE, OR., Feb. 12, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir : Go right on with your paper 
in the future as you hav done in the past, independent and 
fearless. The truths that you hav told hav secured for you 
the hatred and ill will of the Christians, They will swear 
falsely against you in the future as they hav done in the past. 
Iam a new subscriber to TRE TRUTH SEKEXER, but an old 
friend and occasional reader. Compose yourself in your 
imprisonment as best you can. Eadesvor to keep sane and 
retain all your power of intellect, for all good Liberal peo- 
ple want you to finish writing your new book. I think of 
you almost daily, and often speak of you, to the disgust and 
chagrin of the clergy. By all means advocate the taxation 
of cnurch property, I sm well pleased with the present 
management of your paper. Put me down for a copy of 

your new book. JoHN D. EDGAR. 


Kieron, Onto, March 7, 1880. 
Mz. Eprror: Will you please publish my sincere thanks 
to the noble T, C. Lelaad for his able brandishment of the 
torch of science. 


Respectfully, T. 8. ANDBEWS, M.D. 


Weer PAWLET, VT., Mar. 7, 1880. 
FRIEND BENNETT: Tue TRUTH SEEKER is a welcomed 
visitor to the Liberals in this conservative state. Itis doing 
a good work, and thriving aud prospering in spite of the 
attagk made upon it by those unprincipled imps who pre- 


. own head, and then you can stand an upright and senseless 


orthodox without a blush. Follow Moody, who says: “I 
never reason on religion ; none but the disciples of the devil 
reason. It is dangerous to reason on religion." Be an idiot 
and a fool. Yield a servile submission to the Moodies and 
you area man. What a burlesque on man, Return to the 
primitive fathers described by Darwin and then plant your- 
self on faith, a halo of glory brightens ground you. David 
and Solomon your associates, and you can establish as 
many harems as you please. 

Now faith is & very essential element in the Christian's 
composition. Faith removes mountains. St. John says 
(vii, 38), ** He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath 
said, out of his belly shall fiow rivers of living water.” 
That is a good thing for a man to hav, be he gentile or Jew, 
especially if he bas manufacturing tastes, His water power 
would be easily transported, while the poor sinner is com- 
pelled to locate his machinery where nature has seen proper 
to fix her waterfalls and cascades. A person of large faith 
would be useful at the metropolis, or Chicago, etc., etc., 
because in cases of fire they would be kept standing around 
ready to undam. I see now why the sinner can hav no 
faith ; because he would destroy the great design of punish- 
ment hereafter by extinguishing the eternal fires Why 
wouldn't faith be better than to irrigate in the colony of 
Greeley? Hence faith is not only necessary for man’s salva- 
tion, but itis of great practical value. It is by faith we see 
the earth created out of nothing and stamped with such 
geological evidences as to lead scientific men to think it was 
created millions of years before it was. It is by faith that 
we can see a serpent engage with a woman in conversation 
80 fascinating as to lead her to disobey the command of ihe 
Almighty and defeat his design. It is by faith that we can 
see a man liv three days in a whale'a belly. - It is by faith 
that we can see the Lord disappointed in his creatures’ 
goodness, and drown them to prevent further disobedience. 
It is by faith that we can see the sun stand still that a work 
of slaughter may go on. It is by faith that we can see three 
men walking unharmed iu a red-hot furnace. It is by faith 
we can view the miraculous conception and see God allow 


his offspring to be born in s manger ; that offspring heal the | choose to put it to, 


sick, restore sight to the blind, raise the dead, and finally go 
up from the earth without wings in spite of the laws of 
gravitation ; but no &mount of faith could induce us to 
believe such a story in these days even if it was loaded with 
tales of augels to corroborate it. 


Now, Bro. Bennett, since orthodoxy has seen fit to rail so 


much about your immorality and that of all Infidels and 
their Liberal Leagues, like Robert Cooper, I would ask, 
What morality is there in the following account of the 
genealogy of Jesus Christ, the ‘“‘ Savior” of the world, one 
whose origin, above all other beings, Should hav been hon- 
orable and illustrious. 
Walker. 
ogy of Christ only four women hav been named; Tamar, 
who seduced the father of her late husband; Rachel, & 
common prostitute; Rath, who, instead of marrying one of 
her cousins, went to bed with another of them ; and Bath- 


He quotes from Dr. Alexander 
“ It js remarkable," says he, ‘‘that in the geneal- 


sheba, an adultress, who espoused David, the murderer of 
What a pedigree | and for the *'son of 
God," too. Ishould be ashamed of such an origin. 

Now, Bro. Bennett, can’t you show a better one? I'll 
venture to bet you can, and that not one Infidel can be 
found witha poorer ome. But wicked and immoral as the 
orthodox hav tried to present you to the world, even they 
will hav to admit that your moral character is as pure as the 
snow by the side of many whose names are found upon 
church books, and far superior to their Bible Moses, Noah, 
Abram, Jacob, Shechem, Reuben, Judah, Onan, Hosea, 
David, Solomon, and hosts of others too numerous to men- 
tion, to say nothing of their Bible godly women. 

How animating and edifying the story of these Bible 
heroes must be for children and young ladies and gentlemen 
in a social chat or evening entertainment. And since they 
think their Bible such a model of morality, and you are 
aware it is so little read and understood, don't you think 
it would be a good idea for them to represent it on the stage 
in the form of adrama? If they should, and make it as 
real as Booth does Shakspere, it would certainly draw; the 
Black Crook, or any other leg show, would be eclipsed and 
thrown into the shade. And then there is the sainted Rev. 
Joe Cook, who feels so much alarmed at the spread of Infi- 
delity, he might stay the tide, or at least wonderfully increase 
the numbers of his hearers, by securing the services of 
Rutherford B. Hayes, Mrs, Van Cott, Sara Underwood, and 
Messrs. Bundy, Abbot, Crosby, Colgate, Anthony Com- 
stock, and a few others equally as pure and strong in the 
faith, as soloists, with the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion for chorus, and Judge Benedict for drill-master, and 
Sing Solomon's Songs. It could not fail to produce wonder- 
ful effects, and multitudes would throng to hear them, 
especially if they sung with the spirit and understanding, 
and then he could instil into their minds the beauty and 
morality of inspiration, and how much more essential it is 
to hav faith than reason. Yes, Bro. Bennett, you must 
down with your reason and cling to faith, for with plenty 
of faith all inconsistencies ore made palatable, It is by faith 
we can see that the few are called of God to administer 
spiritual morsels to the gaping multitude. Itis by faith we 
see it takes three to make one. It is by faith we can see the 
New Jerusalem with its streets of gold. It is by faith we 
can see the sinner writhing in the agonies of ewrnal tor- 
ment. It is surprising how many things we can see by the 
eye of faith,. How it opens the eyes aud sharpens the vis- 
ion, lt is by faith we see how good all are within the 
Church ; how bad ali are without. The necessity of spies 
and decoys at the heels of those outside, while none are 
needed within ; the necessity of jailing editors of scientific 
journals, while holy libertines should not be exposed. Per- 
naps they ure aware, from the immorality of church mem- 
bers almost daily exposed, that if all immorality was 
removed from the church, there would be but few left; that 
“ but few are chosen," Jesus tells us who are the blessed, 
the salt of the earth (Matt. V, 44), *'Love your enemies ; 
biess them that curse you; do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute 
you.” Don’t you find them numerous? It is astonishing 
how plenty they are. If you fail to see thew, it is only for 
want of faith. You cau see anything then and believe any- 
thing if you hav enough of it. You will find it a good 
thing to carry about with you, for without it even presi- 
denis hav no regard for your liberties, But hold ! 

Inclosed you will fiud $2 00, which please place to my 
credit for Tue TRUTH BERKER, Yours for reason, 

JAMES B. MEAD. 
TAYLOR, ILL., Feb. 24, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Piease find inclosed six dollars 
for the paper and '' Nature's Revelations of Character; or, 
Physiognomy Illustrated." 1 would like to send more, but 
circumstances will not permit at present. Iread your paper 
with much pleasure, and greatly admire its noble editor. 
know no bounds to my indignation at the mauner in which 
Hayes has treated you, and consider him unfit to be called 
& President; and as for that dirty sneaking Comstock & Co., 
their meanness is beyond description, and there ought to be 
a power to control or stay their proceedings, $ sometimes 
wish there was an Orthodox hell; aud, if there is sucha 
place, I know Comstock & Co. wili get a good scorching. 

I greatly ndmire Mr. Eugene Macdonald and all the other 
noble and brave defenders of our much-loved editor. I 
truly sympathize with Mrs. Bennett, and know how sad her 
heart must hav been when she returned from Washington 
without success. I would say to her, Be as strong as is 
possible, for your strength will greatly assist your dear 
companion in bearing the confinement which hasso unjustly 
been thrust upon him. 

I am greatly grieved that I cannot do more for Taz 
Truth BEEKER and its brave editor. My husband is quite 
a cripple from his injury—a broken and dislocated hip. 

As ever, your friend, 'TBYPHERNIA A. REY. 


I 


NxwWARE, N. Y., March 5, 1880. 
FRIEND Bennett: Inclosed you will find post-oflice order 
for four dollars and thirteen cents to pay you what I owe 
you and to pay for one year’s subscription to the paper from 
February 15, 1880. I sincerely hope the paper will prosper 
in ali of its good work for all time to come, and the readers 
of that nobie paper will seek the truth in its naked form 
and learn more and more to be honest and upright citizens, 
not through the fear of the laws of our land or the fear of 
being burnt for evir and ever hereafter, but let us learn and 
practice more truth and teach it to our fellow-beings, then 
we will be blessed by all that know us. Let our homes be 
made as pleasant ay means will allow, and teach our dear 
children it is honest to get their bread by the sweat of their 

brow. : Yours truly, W. H. H. STEBBINS. 


PORTLANDYILLE, N. Y., March 22, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH BEEXEER : Inclosed please find one dollar 
for the Bennett Reception Fund, or for whatever use you 
PETER SOULE, 
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«Truth Crushed to Earth Will Rise 
Again.” 


DEDICATED TO D. M. BENNETT, THE VICTIM OF A 
HEARTLESS, DESIGNING DASTARD. 


BY WILL 0. HUTCHINGS. 


Upon the wondrous tides of years that flow 

Into the past from out the present, all aglow 

With hopes and fears and aspirations high, 

How few the mighty names not doomed to die! 

The world, in its primeval ignorance and hate, 

Once made the lives of nature’s heroes deso- 
late: 

Deprived them af their joys, home. friends and 
all, ; 

And &avethem in their stead the coffin and the 
pall, 


Nor has that spirit of injustice died since then; 

The times*hav only changed, not changed are 
men 

Who think—because their fathers thought—the 
creed is right 

That sends o’er all the world oppression’s 
gloomy night. 

Tis thus that he who strives to benefit his fel- 
low-man 

By teaching him of nature and her wondrous, 


lan, à 

Who abord with untiring zeal the lesson to 
impart 

That God is not in heaven, but in the human 
heart ; 


Who thinks and dares express the honest 
thought 

That “ man's humanity to man” will never end 
in naught; i f 

Who scornsthe supposition that an endless hell 

Has been created for us because Adam fell; 

Who could not cast his lot in heaven if he could, 

While by salvation’s plan the noble, wise, and 
good 

Must pass in dark and gloomy hell eternity 
away, ^ 

While murderers and thieves in heaven their 
deity oboy. 


'Gainst him it is that those who are called men 

WII rise in fury. and will then again, 

If they but dare, repeat the crime that Calvin 
wrought, 

And bury 'neath oblivion's waves all liberty of 
thought 

Th e ones who hold all rank and caste in scorn. 

And mingle with the brave, though lowly born, 

Tho world will fetter with the chains of shame, 

While base, plebeian minds of gain the heroes 
name, 


Twas true of Shakspere in the drama’s youth, 

‘Twas so in France when Voltaire fought for 
truth ; 

Twas true in Ireland when great Emmet fell, 

And true of our great martyr now in a prison- 
cal. 

But yet swift coming ages, as they roll around 


From out the future, with its mysteries pro- f 


found, 

Will make the glorious right come round at 
last : . 

And wipe away the stains that o'er man's nam 
were cast. ` 


Though wrong may seem the rlght, and tri- 
umph for awhile, 

Though ignorance may curse and bigotry re- 
vile, 

Yet as progression’s car rolls on the hosts of 
wrong will part. 

And justice, liberty, and love abide in every 
heart. d 

Men are wiser than they were, and growing 
wiser still, 

They’re plucking from their hearts injustice 
and ill-will, 

At last they’ll briag a chaplet fair, and every 
flower a gem, 

And place it on the martyr’s brow, a royal 
diadem. 


Mio M 


'The End of the Play. 


And is the farce of life nigh over, 
The laughter and the dancing done? 
Hav we now run the game to cover? 
Well, we've had our fun. 


Is now the “ the banquet hall des erted?” 
And is the crystal goblet dry? 

Now merry nights and song departed ? 
Well, we made them fly. - 


And isthe good ship anchored lying, 
The broad deep sea all dark and grim, 
While overhead the storm clouds flying? 
Well, we’ve had our swim. 


Is all the garden grandeur vanished, 
And heavy snow lies like a pall ? 

The roses gone, the songsters banished ? 
Well, we culled them all. 


Why should we mourn? the curtain falling 
Shuts out the light of busy day, 
Ring up ! we hear the prompter calling 
New acters to the play. 


Life's but a shifty scene we're playing, 
A pageant on the world's wide stage. 

Our part is done; there, no delaying } 
Off, and take the wage ! 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
Davs in Athens. 


Being the Translation of a Greek Mss, dis- 
covered in Herculaneum. 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Containing a copy of the head of Epicurus. 
Frice 78 cents, For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street. New York, N, Y. 


The Tenth Seeker, March S7, 1880. 
or TVS A 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician. and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove. 

Cures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 
Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer poets, and 
Other causes, producing some of the fol- 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
of Sight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimpleg on Face, Aversion to Nociety of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, etC., etc, rendering marriage improper or 
unhapoy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor’s. latest and greatest medical discovery. 
and which he has so far prescribed for this 
baneiul complaint in all its stages yithout B 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many had 
Falling Siekness— Fits; others upon the verge 
of Consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrhea, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Plles, and other 
private diseases quickiy cured, All diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhea, 
ete., treated with equal success, : 

It is self-evident that a physician who, like 
Dr. R. P. Fellows, pays special attention to a 
certain class of diseases, and treating thou- 
sands annually, acquires great skill, Physi- 
cians knowing this tact recommend persons to 
his care, Consultations personally or by letter 
free and invited. Oharges reasonable and eor- 
respondenee strictly confidential. 


HIS PRIVATE CIRCULAR 


Sent to any address, giving full information tn 
regard to his External Application, and con- 
taining cures sworn to before a magistrate. 
which is positive and convincing testimony to 
the Doctor’s great skill. Inclose two three-cent 
stamps and address as above. 

ELMINA DRAKE SLENEER writes: '' Mr, Slenkor 
has been under his (Dr. Fellow’s) care for some 
months; is being treated by him for partial 
deafness and chronic caiarrh, both of which in- 
firmities seem gradually yielding to the doc- 
tor’s remedies. There is no warmer friend to 
progress and mental freedom among all the 
readers of our beloved TRUTH SzExmR than 
good Dr. Fellows. and if you are afflicted with 
any of the thousand ills that flesh is heir to, 
hope you will oneand all givour Liberal friend 
&n opportunity to make you well again—to 
render the physical casket a fit receptacle for 
the jewel of the mind, which is THE ALL that 
makes us what we are and renders us worthy of 
the love, admiration, and respect of our kind." 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION. 


-Paper Covers. 


Las 


| VOLUME VI. 


The Truth Seeker 


FOR 1879. 
NOW REA Y. 


$12.00 Worth of Liberal Reading 
` for $4.50. Containing 836 
Large Pages. A Fall 


RECORD OF LIBERALISM FOR 
A YEAR. 


Has amore. Liberal reading "matter 
than a half dozen ordinary $2 books. 
Lectures, Essays, Scientific Articles, 
Liberal News and Notes, Proceedings 
of Liberal Conventions during the 
year. Also 


THE TRIAL OF D. M, BENNETT. 


Full account of the Arrest, Con- 
viction, and Sentence, 


Articles and Lectures by Ben- 
nett, Ingersoll, Putnam, Bell, 
Jamieson, Underwood, Leland, 
Mrs, Slenker, Bradford, Green, 
Parton, Andrews, Wakeman, 
Palmer, Chapman, and hosts of 
other clear-headed, able Liberais. 


Sent Post-paid, in Cloth, for $4.50. 


Address D, M, BENNETT, 
.141 Eighth street. N. Y. 


Revelations of Antichrist 


' GONCERNING 
Christ and Christianity. 


"This volume gives us mountains of evidence 
that the Christ of the Bible was never born. 
never crucified. never died. . . It contains 
more deep researches Into tne far back pages 
of antiquity than any volume I ever read. 
ANTICHRIsT proves from history that James 
Kepka (Cephas, alias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Christian era, and so did Jesus 
Christ—indeed, many Christs and many by the 
name of Jesus, . . In my precious collection 
of Liberal works I hav placed this last valuable 
acquisition first and foremost of all.” 

ELMINA D. SLENKER. 

The book contains 446 pages. with a very full 
Index and table of contents. Price. $200. 


LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The Truth Seeker Office, 


ae Tuomas Paine, F E, Abbot, 
: ne's Bust. rothingham 
Vol. I. "The Gods, and other | $ina Monument, Wendell Phillips, 
Lectures." Voltaire, ‘Emerson, 
z p Rousseau, Garrison, 
CoNTENTS.—'"The Gods.” “Humboldt,” “Thos, | Humboldt, | Henry Bergh, 
Paine,” “Individuality,” “Heretics and Her- | Goethe, eter Cooper, 
esios,” Price, 50 cents, Schiller, D. R. Burt, 
: ing Comte, 8. B. Apdrows, 
é .| Heine. a man, 
Alex. Pope, roude, 
Vol IL The Ghosts, and |j mhon, Max Muller, 
other Lectures. Goldsmith, Warren OhaseJ 
helley, Jas. Parton, 
OCoxTENTS.—' The Ghosts,” " Liberty of Man, | BYron. Wm, Denton, 


Woman, and Child,” “ Declaration of Independ: B 


ence,” " Farming in Illinois,” “Speech at Cin- 


ti,” “The Past Rise 
einnatl, pute Pas t BOB Before Me Like a 


Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00.. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 


Imperial, or large size... ....... 40 cents, 

Photo, or cord 826... ... ee 20 cents, 

Life-size lithograph, 91x91. ..... 50 cents, 

Postage paid, 

Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25. 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., New York, 


Third Annual Congress 


OF THE 


National Liberal Leagu 


HELD AT : 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 
September 13 and 14, 1879, 


Contains Speeches made 
also list of Liberal Leagues, One tor deed 
Work of the Convention. Oonstitution of the 
League, How to form Auxiliaries, Reports of 


"| Officers, ete. 


Price, 25 cents; five for a dollar, 


D, M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth Street, New York city. 


OuaNcE: The Commoner.’ 


The most Radical, Anti- Ring, Anti-Cli 
Anti-Monopolistic üreenback Labor Paper 
in the world. Published weekly, $1.50 per 
year. 


Bland's “ Life of B. F. Butler,” 
readable books ever writien.’ OV IM. Sanon 
price, 50 Gents. We send the " Life of Butler ” 
und the " Qommoner ? three months, to any 


address, for 60 cents, mosis TPE 
8 HULL & 00., 
ais 46 School St, Boson, Mase, 


, Prige 10 centa, 


urns, 
Washington, 


ranklin, Foster, 
Jefferson, J. M. Peebles, 
John Adams, Frances Wright, 
J. Q. Adams, E. V. Wilson, 
Madison, . L. Henderson, 
Jackson, Prof. Fiske. 
Lincoln, Fred Douglas, 
Lincoln’s Monument, N. P. Banks, 
Borne C Walght, Ld 

en . Wright, eecher, 
J B Nur ziton, í 

ner, oulton, 

Edgar A. Poe, G. W. Curtis, 
Greeley, Th. Nast, 
Qastellar, J., G. Bennett, 
Tennyson, Chas, A. Dana, 
Darwin Phoebe Carey, 
Tyndall, Alice Carey. 
H. Spencer, Elizabeth O. Stantos 
Huxley, Busan B. Anthony. 
Proctor, Lucy Stone, 
Draper. Julia Ward Howe, 
Bradlaugh, Chas. Cheney, 
Holyoake, Paulina Davis, 
Ingersoll. Mary F. Davis, 
Underwood, Emma H, Britten 

endum, Lizzie Fowler, 
Beaver, Mrs. Slenker, 
h Colby, Busan H. ARD. 

r. Har . M. Benne 
Judge J. W. Edwards, W. 8S. Bell, 
Lizzie Doten. J. 0. Bundy, 
Mrs, J. Conant. B. B. Jones. 
Dr. Mary E. Walker Asa K. Butts, 
(full figure). (W, F. Jamieson. 
Geo. Francis Train, Kersey Graves. 
H. L. Green. 


and hundreds of others, including generals, 
statesmen, poets, actors, actresses, eto, at 10 
cents each singly, or eleven for one dollar. 
Neat Albums, by mail, to hold 80 photos., 
60 cts., to hold 50, 89. 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth Bt, New York. 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LECITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


’ This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 


D. M, BENNETT, 


THE MARTYRDOM OF MAN 


A Compendium of Universal History 
BY WINWOOD READE. . 
SECOND EDITION. 


Large tlear type, toned paper, broad mar- 
Eins, extra cloth, 12mo, 548 pp., $1.75.. 


Mr. Reade’s historica! survey of the world of 
nature and man, marvelous as it is, in its mul-. 
titude of details. in its comprehensive sweep, 
in its terse, splendid paragraphs, in its evi- 
dence of wide and careful reading, and its gen- 
eral accuracy, gives theimpression of a reading 
as immense as that of Hume, Gibbon, or of 
Buckle. 


Exrract.—The good in this world prodom- 
inates over the bad; the good is ever in^rens- 
ing, the bad is ever diminishing, But,if God is 
ove, why is there any bad at.all? Is the world 
like a novel, in which the villains are put in to 
make it more dramatic, and in which virtue 
only triumphs in the third volume? It is cer- 
tain that the feelings of the created hav in no 
way been considered. If, indeed, there were a 
judgment-day, it would be for man to appear at 
the bar, not as a criminal, but as an accuser, 
What has he done that he should be subjected to 
a life of torture and temptation? God might 
hav made us all happy, and he has made us 
miserable, Is that benevolence? God might 
hav made us all pure, and he has made us all 
sinful. Is that the perfection of morality? If 
I believed in this man-created God, in this 
divine Nebuchadnezzar, I would say, You can 
make me livin your world, O Creator, but you 
cannot make me admire it; you can load me 
with chains, but you cannot make me flatter 
you; you can send me to hell-fire, but you can- 
not obtain my esteem. And it you condemn me, 
you condemn yourself. If I hav committed 
sins, you invented them, which is worse. Ifthe 
watch you hav made does not go well, whose 
fault is that? Is it rational to daran the wheels 
and the springs? 


AUTHORITIES.—On Egypt, Wilkinson, Rawlin- 
son’s Herodotus, Bunsen; Ethiopia or Ab- 
yssinia, Bruce, Baker. Lepsius; Carthage, Hee- 
ren’s African Nations, Niebuhr, Mommsen; 
East Africa, Vincent’s Periplus, Gulliain, 
Hakluyt Society’s Publications; Moslem Af- 
rica (Centra!), Park, Caille, Denham and Clap- 
perton, Lander, Barth, Ibn Batuta, Leo Afri- 
eanus; Guinea and South Africa, Azurara, 
Barros, Major, Hakluyt Purchas. Livingston e. 


Assyria, Sir H. Rawlinson, Layard; India, 
Max Muller, Webber; Persia, Heorens’ Asiatic 
Nations; Cantral Asia, Burnes, Wolff, Vambery ; 
Arabia, Niebuhr., Caussin de Perceval, Sprenger, 
Deutsch, Muir, Burckhardt, Burton, Palgrave: 
Palestine, Dean Stanley, Renan, Dollinger, Spi- 
noza, Robinson, Neander, 


Greece, Grote, O. Meller, Curtius, Heerens, 
Lewes, Taine. About, Becker’s Charicles; Rome, 
Gibbon, Macaulay, Becker’s Gallus; Dark Ages, 
Hallam, Guizot, Robertson, Prescott, Irving; 
Philosophy ot History, Herder, Buckle, Comte, 
Lecky, Mill, Draper; Science, Darwin, Lyell 
Herbert Spencer, Huxley, Tyndall, Vestiges of 
Creation, Wallace, Tylor, Lubbock, 


It is really a remarkable book, in which uni- 
versal history is '' boiled down” with surprisin 
skill.”—Literary World. 


You turn over his pages with a fascination 
Similar to that experienced in reading Wash- 
ington Irving.—4nter- Ocean. 


His history has a continuity a rush, a carry» 
ing power, which reminds us strikingly of Gib- 
bon,—New Haven Palladium. 


The sketch of early Egyptian history,in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has a style that reminds us of Macau- 
lay,—.Penn Monthly. 


We could scarcely hav supposed it possible for 
any writer, however gifted, to put into one vol- 
ume, reasonable in size and price, 80 much reli- 
able information, sound logie, aud irspiring 
thought.—Literary Review. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. - 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East,” ** Xavier 
and I," etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touchen, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette, 


Power. eloquence, and originality character- 
ize " Nathaniel Vaughan " to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels.—Zllustrated Lon- 
don News, 


An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law cf circumstance such ag 
; even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 


to own. It is really an artistic composition, 
‘with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas,— Westminster Review. 


D. M. BENNETT. Publisher, 141 Eighth Bt. N.Y, 
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The Religion of “Believe or Be Damned.” 


OPEN LETTER 


TO THE 


St Johns School Board 


BY 
M. BABCOCK., 


This book contains an in- 
svired PHOTOGRAPH of the. 
GOD that’s being worshiped at 
the expense of the district in 
our public schools; the God 
that' overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that’s wanted in the 
Constitution; the gentleman 
that owns some three biliion 
dollars’ worth of untaxed 
church property; the '‘so-help- 
me" God that makes a lie the 
truth in court; the God that 
governors besought to stop the 
yellow fever, which he didn’ 
do. fhe picture is worth the 
prices of the book. 


rice, 25 cente. For sale by 


THEOLOGY AT WORK. 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth street, New York. 


ANDREW STONE, M.D.,| 


Physician for. the Last Twenty-three 
Years to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
gienic Institute, Founder of the 
New Magnetic College, and 
Author of **The New 
Gospel of Health," : 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmonary |: 


Consumption, Asthma, Laryngitis. Bronchitis, 
Diphtheria, Catarrh, and all diseases of the air 
passages, by inhalation of his system of cold or 
cool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach irom being 
perverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 
een the practice of antiquated systems. 


By this WONDERFULLY PERFECTED sys- 
tem, patients are successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
out the necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—base 
in the first place. upon a searching DIAGNOSIS 
of each case, either by chemjoal analysis of the 
morning's urine (urinary Sanguinis), showing 
the condition of the blood, or perchometrie ex- 
amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 

oth, as may be deemed essential, where per- 

sonal presence is not had. i 


FEES.—For the first month, $15, including | 


analysis and diagnosis; or $35 for a course of 
three months’ treatment, securing inhaler, wit 
whichever one of the following inhaling vapors 
is found to be needed, viz, T 
Tonic, The Expectorant, The Anti-Asthmatic, 
The Anti-Hemorrhagic, The Anti-Septic, The 
Magnetic Blood. Also, with effectual rome- 
dies for Cough, for Night Sweats; Vital Tonics, 
Magnetic Embrocations and Plasters for relief 
of Pain and Soreness, and every medicament, 
magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to each 
patient. Thousands of patients are thus an- 
nually successfully treated at their own homes 
that are not personally attended, because, un- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
stantly deputed in each case, bringing about 
wonderful visible effects. 


Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Urinology, :in Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 
gressive physicians that cannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 

The art of healing taught in this College com- 
bines the science of Aulmal and Vital Magnet- 
ism, Medicated Electricity Equalizing and Ad- 
justing the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 
fusing into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 
System Vital Force by Impartation and induc- 
tion of Psyehie Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers. 


The vitalizing magnetic power of healing by 
Sun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
of effete matter by cutaneous secretion. The 
doctrine taught at this College is emphatically 
to construct, to build up, to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 


Analysis and full report of case made for $5, 
independent of any treatment. Packages 
*ransmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 
Hon, and stamps for return answers must be 
inelosed in all cases, or no reply will be made. 


Address, ANDREW BToNE, M. D., Con- 
sulting and Attending Physician, Bowery 
Place, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y. i7 


CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men.the Diseases of Women,an 
the various causes, physical and social, leading 
to them are plainly treated Py. that plainest of 
* books, PLAIN HOME TAL EMBRACING 
MEDICAL COMMON SENSE — neariy 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E. B. FOOTE, 
of 120 Lexington Ave, New York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
n its issue for January 19, 1878. Mr. Bennett’s 
Trova SEEKER thus sveaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: " We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally:and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives and 
raotives. whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well caiculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medieai works possess the highest value, 
and nav beea Introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
wreat benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
Jogleal, hygienie, and moral lessons which he 
has so ably imparted, 5 
Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE. Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion. by mail, postage prepaid, only $1.50. Con- 
tents table free, AGENTS WANTED, 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
; 139 Hast 28th Street, New York, 


d | book just issued. 


JUST OUT! 


“DOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
muslin, containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 
$1.25. 


. This book contains the principal voints that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the Pentateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 
hlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
neorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred an dos Ave pages in the 
The book is unanswernble In 
its facts and logic. inimitablein its style. and 
filled with wit. satire, eloquence, au pathos, 


| > Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
| By the celebrated sculptor, CLARE MILLS, 


i Cabinet size, price $2,50. 

{ §mall Busts, on. Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one, 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Sarong, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or large Size . . . . 40cents 
Photo or eard size a ee o CE 20 " 
Life-size Lithograph, 21x27 . . . 50 " 
Postage paid, 
3 D. M. BENNETT. 


141 ErGuTH 8T.. New Yous, 


86 to $20 per day at home, Sampies 
worth $6 free. Address STIN- 
SON & 00 Portland Maine. lyn 


a ne, 


$56 &weekin your own town. Terms and 
$5 outfit free. Address H. HALLETT & 
CO.. Portland. Maine. 1y21 


$12 A WEEK. $122 day at home easily made, 
Outfit free. Address Taux & Co., Augusta, 
Maina. 1y21 


W. S. Bells Lectures. 


Thomas Paine. 
Jesus Christ. 


Weil, and Persecution. 

What Has Frecthought to Of- 
in Place of Christianity ? 
Revivals of Religions. 


PRESS NOTICES, 


He is a good speaker, & perfect gentleman, 
& £eholar, and well acquainted with the subjects 
on which he speaks.— ONE OF HIS AUDIENOB, 
in ‘‘ Ipswich Chronicle.” 


Mr. Bellis a. profound thinker and an elo- 
quent speaker. His points are clear and dis- 
tinet, and he does not fali to convince—" Huli's 
Orucible." 

Mr. Bell is a gentleman of fine scholarly at- 
tainments and & very pleasing Bpeakor.—''Ban- 

| ner of Light." : 

Mr. Bell is a pleasing speaker. polite to oppo- 
nents, but. of course, radical in his views.— 
" Marietta Register.” . 

Bro. Bell is a first-class speaker, and handles. 
his subjects in a masterly manner.—MW n8. FRANE 
Koruny, in “Boston Investigator.” 

He is a gentieman of recognized superior 
ability not only as a publie speaker, but in the 
use of his pen.—" New Bedford Signal.” 


For terms, etc., address 
W. S. BELL, 
No. 73 Fourth St., New BEDFORD, Mass, 


JUST ISSUED. 
A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice. It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides Illustrative cases, and will ba 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent atamp to pay cost of mailing. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO. 
129 Rast asth Strect, d Y. 


| 


FROM 


BEHIND THE BARS, 


A SERIES OF LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 


D. M. BENNETT . 


. WHILE IN PRISON IN 


LUDLOW-STREET JAIL. 


SHOWING THE 


Injustice of his Mock Trial and 
the Meanness of his Perse- 
cutors, with Reports ofa 
Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
Europe and in 

this Country. 


ALSO GIVING A 


Succinct Account of the 
Thousands of Christian Perse- 
cutions that hav Taken Place in 
the Centuries Gone. The Cruelties 
which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
which is added some of 


MR. BENNETT’S 
LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 


PENITENTIARY, 


650 pp., L2mo, with steel plate engraving 
of the author, Price, $1.50. 


JUST QUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
eal Gun. 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. PEnRY's “ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 
and tweuty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars.ot the age in the orthodox ranks, His 
work isa review of Kersey Graves’ Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work. but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity andthe Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished ail of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Inftdelity and 
in support of orthodoxy, The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities. one by one, and arrays them againet each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selves, out condemn exch other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This feature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his Witnesses seem to turn '' state's evi- 
dence" against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the abiest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illuetrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, '"A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either.” 
In the two Works wiil be found the abiest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. ‘The 
work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 


LOVE AND TRANSITION ; 
AN EPIC AND 'ARGUMENT. 
190 Pages well bound,  . a au 


$1.00. 


WOMAN'S WAY OUT: 


Thirty-flve Essays on Dress . . 10cents, 


PROGRESS vs. FASHION: 


Full Essay on Dress, 10 cts., post paid, from 
this office. 


Six Lectures on Astronomy, 


By Pror. RICHARD A. PROCTOR. 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city, in the winter of 1875-6, and were re- 
ported honographically expressly for THE 
TauTE SEeKeR by Miss M. 8. Gonteharoff. Thi: 
js the most_popular course of Lectures ever de- 
livered by Professor Proctor. and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents, 


The titles of the Lectures are: 


I. Growth of Worlds 
IL. Life and Death of Worlds. 
IIL Other Worlds than Ours. 
IV. Other Suns than Ours. 
V. The Great Mysteries of tho Universe. 
Religion and Astronomy. 


D, M, BENNETT, 141 Eight ita B. Ys 


EPITOME 


OF THE 


Positive Philosophy 
AND ` 
RELICION 5 HUMANITY. 


THIRD EDITION, with CHART and INTRO- 
DUOTION. By T. B. WAKEMAN, Esa. 
Just out. Price, 25 cents. ` 


THE. 
OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE : 
Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Justout. By i 

OOURTLANDT PALMER, 


CAUSE 


Price, 25 cents. 


The Bible of To-day. 


By JOHN W. CHADWICK, minister of . 
the Second Unitarian Church, Brooklyn. N. Y. 
This is undoubtedly one of the most valuable 
and truthful works that has ever been written 
on the Bible, and is the first book in the English 
language that gives an accurate account of age, 
origin, and character of the various books come 
pos ng the Jewish Scriptures. The work is 
candid, learned, and eminently free from preju-. 
dice and bitterness. The author consulied 
largely Kuenen, Robertson, Baur, Ewald, Zel- 
ler, Davidgon, J. H. Allen, Matthew Arnold, 
Oolengo. Knappert. Reville, Nicholas, Oort 
Hooykaas, Noyes. Milman, DeWette, Westcott, 
J.J. Tayler, E. H. Sears. Renan, R. Hanson, Dr. 
J. Muir, Keim. Schenkel, Dean Stanley. Jowett, 
R. W. Greg, Emanuel Deutsch, Tregelles, Co- 
querel, Mackay, Neander, Alger, Prof, Fisher, 
&nd others, Itis such a digest of all tho reliable 
authorities on the Bible as can no where else 
be found. ho wishes to k 

very person who wishes to know the whole 
truth about the old Jewish Scriptures should 
send for this volume. Prioo. $1.60. 
141 sth B*., N. Y. 


D. M. BENNETT, 
KNOW THYSELF! 
—s TRE untold miseries that re- 


sult from indisoretion in 

early life may be alleviated 

and eured. ‘Those who doubt 

this assertion Should purchase 

lished by tha PEABODY MED- 

shed by tho IED- 

ICAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 

/) ntitled T'he Science of Life; 

MLK or, Sett Preservation. Jx- 

lity, nervous and physical debliity, 

the errors of youth or too 

close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regai 


a ned. 

Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. Tt is a Standard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded a gold and jeweled medal by the Nge- 
tional Medical Association. It contains baauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pnges, more than fifty valuable pree 
scriptions for ail forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price ofthebook. Bound in French 
cloth : orice only $1, sent by mail post-paid. 

The London Lancet says: " No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. 

The author refers by permission to JOB. 8. 
FISHER, President; W.1. P. INGRAHAM, vioe- 
President; : B. GAUNT 


butinted vi 
or vitality impaired by 


` 


Address Dr. W. H. PAR- 
KER, No.4Bulfipeh street, 
Boston, Mass. The author 


ll di H E A L 
eases requiring skillandex: THYGE LE 


perience. 
THE 


BIBLE OF BIBLES: 
TWENTY-SEVEN 


‘DIVINE REVELATIONS, 


` CONTAINING 
ALSO A DELINEATION OF THE CHARAO- 
TER OF THE 


Principal Personages of the 
CHRISTIAN BIBLE, 


AND AN 
Examination of their Doctrines 


— 


BY KERSEY GRAVES, 


Author of “The World’s Six- 
teen Crucified Saviors,” and 
“Biography of Satan.” 


The ground gone over by Mr. Graves 
inthe course of this new work is simply as- 
tounding, and the literary labor performed ig 
worthy of receiving the approximate re. 
ward of an extensive reading at the hands of 
the publie. In the sixty-six chapters into 
whieh the book is divided, almost every ques- 
tion of interest which arises in the mind at the 
mention of tho word BIBLE is considered in 
that straightforward style which has made the 
volumes of Mr. Graves 80 extensivoly sought 
after. 


Vas larga i9mo., 440 pp. Price, $3.00, 
6 [766, 
BUM D, M. BENNET 


NETT, 
163 85 8f, New York, 
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Gems of Thought. — Superstition in all Ages. 


A BEAUTIFUL behavior is better than a beauti- 
ful form. It is the finest of the fine arts.— 
Emerson, 


Wr may, perhaps, hav gone alittle too far or 
too fast; but we hav reason on our side, and 
- when one has reason on one’s side one should 
hav the courage torun some risks.—Wapoleon I. 


Be truthful, but do not consider it sincere to 
say rude things. Love must bear its part in 
your talk as well as truth; and one ean be Bin- 
cere and yet withhold what willgiv needless 
pain.— Unity. 

THAT tree which has known only gentle 
breezes is never very deeply rooted; buttheoak 
which has had to wrestle with the wind for very 
existence finds its vigor in that same life- 
struggle, Not equality, but emulation, is the 
key-note to universal progress.—Anon. 


DANTz’s assertion that the majority of man- 
kind are born " only to manure the earth," and 
Carlyle's, that England contains so many mill- 
ions, "mostly fools," are not very flattering to 
our vanity, but they nevertheless represent one 
side of a very important trulsm.—Anon. 


Porarors are made to grow by putting them 
intothe ground and then after tilling. This 
planting and tilling is called work, This is the 
only way potatoes were ever known to be pro- 
duced. Faith and prayer never yet produced a 
potato, and they never will.—Anon, 


As that man cannot set aright value upon 
health who has never known sickness, nor feel 
the blessings of ease who has been through life 
a stranger to pain, so can there be no confirmed 
and passionate love of truth for him who has 
not experienced the hollowness of: error.— 
Coleridge. 

Ouere soundest knowledge of God is to know 
that we know him notas indeed he is, neither 
can know him, and that our safest eloquence 
concerning him is our silence, whereby we con- 
fess, without confession, that his glory is inex- 
plicable; his greatness beyond our capacity 
and reach.— Richard Hooker, 


ReLraron should be the guardian of publie 
morality and prevent men from going astray 
into the paths of dishonesty; religion should 
staud by our side and call out to man, '' Your 
salvation is the truthfulness in perfect honesty 
and sincerity.” If you wish my definition of 
religion, I will say religion, if it is anything, is 
the very science of sincerity.—Prof. Adler. 


THERE is a great deal of religion in not going 
to church in this age. The man who refuses to 
support or sanction the preaching of a theology 
which he believes to be false and pernicious. is 
to be praised; there is honesty in his act, Such 
a man sets a good example to the world, which 
isthe utmost of human aetion. This kind of 
independence is needed to-day in society.— 
L, K. Washburn. 


A DEEP sense of life destroys the fear and 
almost the idea of death. Men fear death as 
ehildren fear to go into the dark; and as that 
natural fear in children is increased with tales, 
so is the other. . . It is as natural to die as to 
be born; and to a little infant perhaps the one 
is as painful asthe other. He that dies in an 
earnest pursuit is like one who is wounded in 
hot blood, who. for the time, scarce feels the 
hurt.—Bacon's Essays. 


THE whole Christian world has become in- 
erusted. with dogma and formulism. Great 
importance is attached to beliefs and creeds, 
and the essentials of Christianity, including its 
vital center, are almost forgotten. The church 
is overloaded wlth superstition and nonsenai- 
cal beliefs and sacred falsehoods. What is the 
cure for all this? The law of checks and bal- 
ances has its office here and it has begun its 
operations through the skepticism of the scien- 
tists. — Dr. Holland. 


WITHIN a few years it has been found, by the 
discovery of Sinaitic and other very ancient 
inanuscripts of the New Testament, that some 
of its most admired passages are forgeries— 
medieval additions to the original text. It is 
sad to learn that the utterance of our Lord on 
the cross, "Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do,” ts not to be foundia some of 
the old manuscripts, and that the words," Bless 


them that curse you,” ete. (Matt, v. 44), must be |. 


swept away from the sacred text.— Prof, Wm. 
Matthews. 


AT the present day Christianity, as a religious 
system, is on the wane just as surely as the 
pagan religion was sixteen hundred years ago, 
Its many positive excellenees, its moral purity, 
ite teachings of brotherhood, charity, and for- 
glveness, remain, and will ever remain, as per- 
manent blessings to mankind. But its deifica- 
tion of Jesus, its claim to being the prophetical 
faith of faiths, its supernatural stories, its 
more recently manufactured creeds, with their 
revolting dogmas and inconsistencies, . . . 
are steadily crumbling away.—J. L, Stoddard. 


INFIDELS do not believe in chance; we do not 
believe it possible for chance or accident to do 
everything mentioned by Moses. We do not 
believe chanca, accident, or power, in or out of 
the universe, could by any possibility create 
something from nothing, or make a man of 
pure dust and & woman of his rib; make a 
snake talk; make plants before they grew; 
make & tree of knowledge; make cherubims 
with flaming swords; make men live nine hun- 
dred and sixty-nine years; make sons of God 
who would unite with women of earth and bear 
giants to them: make a flood to cover all the 
earth; make the ark story tally with fact and 
reason; make the plagues of Egypt a real 
occurrence, and hundreds of other eilly, child- 
ish, Mosaic feats equally ineredible,—Zimina 
Drake Slenker. 


By JOEIN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Champagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and left as his 
“Last Will and Testament” to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled “ Com- 


mon Sense.” 

This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Christian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself eonfesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 


cerning the book: 


The work .of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas  Paine's Age 
of Reason “is mere mk and water to it, and 
Voltaire’s “Philosophical Dictionary” is a 


basket of champagne compared with a cask of. 


fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so well, 
Price, cloth, $ $1 : EASTON, 
rice, cloth, $1.50; paper, $1.00. 
D. M. BENNY, xe #naxhth Bt... N. Y, 


FAMILY CREEDS, 


BY 
WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
Author of “EXETER 
HALL,” “HEATHENS OF THE 
HEATH,” etc. 

To any who hav read either of this 
favorite Liberal writer’s other ro- 
mances, it only need be said that this 
468 pp. 


is not inferior to them, 
In cloth, $1.25. 


For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y. 


THE ROOT OF THE MATTER. 
SAMSON: 


A Myth -Storv of the Sun. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ac- 
eordingito the Holy Men 


of Old. 


The author of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythical in its character. He presents 
us a number of coples to be disposed of in the 
interest of THE TEUTH SEEKER. All who pure 
chase will therefore aid THE TRUTH SEEKER to 
the amount of their purchase, or add to the 
Bennett fund as they may choose, 

Samson, 20 cents; Gospel of the Kingdom, 2 
vois.. each. 80 cents. 


What Is the Bible? 


BY J. T. SUNDERLAND. 


He holds that so-called sacred books are nat- 
ural products of thehuman mind, and givs an 
Outline of the origin and growth of the various 
bibles of the world, drawing analogies between 
the historical development of the Jewish Bible 
and other great sacred books, and demonstrat- 
ing religion to bea larger and richer thing than 
Jew, Christian, or Pagan has understood. The 
second chapter is devoted to the Bible, its ori- 
gin, growth, the men who wrote it, when they 
wrote it. and why; the third shows the difficul- 
ties in the way of the th&ory of infallibility of 
the Bible, and their serious increase with the 
growth of scholarship and science; the fourth 
treats ofits inspiration and revelation, consid- 
ering its claims as a classic and as the parent 
of Monotheism. It is a very bread and catholic 
work, answering the questions which naturally 
arise in connection with religion, and negating 
the assumption of an infallible word of God, 


Pries, $1.0 c salo by D. M. BENNETT 
: or 88le by D. " . 
141 Righth st.. New York. 


ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, 


Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural Address 
and the famous articles of 
Prof. Tyndall ana Sir Henry Thompson 
ON PRAYER. 

With Portrait and Biographical Sketch of 
Prof. Tyndall. And opinions of his ser- 
vices by the eminent scientist, Prof, 

H. HELMHOLTZ. 


Paper, 12mo, 105pp., 25 cts; cloth, heavy. 
tinted paper, 50 cts, Inaugural and por- 
trait only, 12mo, paper, 69pp., 10 cts. 


Prof. Tyndall has inaugurated a new era in 
scientific development, and has drawn the 
sword in a battle whose clash of arms will 
presently resound through the civilized world. 
—N. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 


Prof. Tyndall Crosses the Rubicon.—It is the 
opening address of the president of the most 
important convention of scientific men in the 
world. Every line of it breathes thought, 
power, eloquence. It is in many respects one 
or the most extraordinary. utteran 
Hue, -N TTE r&nees of our 


SOCIALISM. 


A REPLY TO 
ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D. D. 
BY AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST. 


12mo, 67pp., 25 cts. ; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
ceives a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall. It is against his 
passiveness that '' Socialist” cries out. Is there 
no help for the miserable? he asks. The doc- 
trine that government should merely "protect," 
he attacks, and insists that it should * assist,” 
also, While he does not believe that “ property 


is robbery,” or wholly subscribe to "the world | à 


owes me a living,” he affirms “the world owes 
me a chance to make a living.”—WN, Y, Herald. 


A BUSINZSS MAN'S RELIGIOUS 
AND SOCIAL VIEWS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 206pp. Price $1. 


The author’s conception of a possible future 
life on this earth is really eloquent and beauti- 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see 
what a philanthropic business man has to say 
upon the social problem, from a poor man's 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the book. The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals " Society” in all its ramifica* 
tions of corruption and inhumanity; his ear- 
nest and manly plea for the social regeneration 
Of the lower classes—will. unless we are much 
mistaken, make the book the best-abused and 
best-liked production of the day by these two 
Classes respectively.—Critical Review, 


TRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 

No, i Ots. 
1. Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh.......... 5 
2. Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake. 5 
7. Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Muller... 10 
8. Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison... 20 


9. Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Ly- 
ODD, oc TAE E A PEERAA O EEE ose 15 
13. Essay on Miracles. David Hume....... + 10 


14 Land Question, Charles Bradlaugh..... 5 
15, Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 
Charles Bradlaugh....... Sexy as eis eov sis 5 
16, Why do Men Starve? Charles Brad- 
laugh. i65 suede es Vascanasescansdastce D 
- 17. Logic of Life, Deduced from the Princi- 
ple of Freethought. G.J. Holyoake.. 10 
18, A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh. 10 
19. Large or Small Families ? A. Holyoake. 5 
20. Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake............ 5 
21. Defense of Secular Principles, C. Watts. 
22, Is the Bible Reliable? ©, Watts...... 
23, The Christian Deity, C. Watts...... 
24. Moral Value of the Bible. OC. Watts,.... 
25, Freethought and Modern Progress, O, 
y Watts,.... esee ss vali ocu ais wares [e ir aln coon, 5 
26. Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. O. Watts................ 5 
28, Thoughts on Atheism, A. Holyoake..... 5 
29. Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? A. Holyoake,.................. 5 
30. Philosophy ofSecularism. O. Watts,..... 5 
31. Has Man a Soul? Charles Bradlaugh... 5 
38, Is therea God? Oharles Bradlaugh..... 5 
39. Labor's Prayer. Oharles Bradlaugh..... 5 
0 
6 


40, Poverty; Its Cause and Cure, M. G.H. 1 
42, Bcience and Bible Antagonistic. C. Watts. 
43, Christian Scheme of Redemption. C. 
Rh EPEIILUILCLLIDOIDDITUERSS 
44, Logic of Death; or, Why should the 
Atheist Fear to Die. G. J. Holyoake, 10 
47. Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Oharles Brad- 
laugh, .s.oocsceccsoncacsoe TOP I 5 


MANNA SERIES, 


5 


3, New Life of David. Oharles Bradlaugh, 5 

5, 200 Questions Without Answers........... 5 

6. Dialogue Between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin................ 10 


7. Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bish- 
ops by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 10 
8. Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Hol- 
FYOAKE, 2.00 vcccscscccesvacccrsacccsascesecs 5 
9, New Life of Jonah: Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
10, A Few Words About the Devil. Charles . 
Bradlaugh............. xc veri S 6b deni Er E 5 
11. New Life of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh, 5 
12. Danielthe Dreamer. 


A. Holyoake...... 10 

13. Specimen of the Bible: Esther. A. Hol- 
yO&KO6...«--.-e 4e ce eese ena se eepeee e eeseoos 10 

14. Acts of the Apostles: A Farce, A. Hol- 
yoake.....».. eee — 10 

15. Ludierous Aspects of Christianity. A. 
Holyoake.............eeeses. TEN 10 


16. Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh.. 6 
17. Who was Jesus Christ? Charles Brad- 
LAUR cose sine dessins Re 5950 a ebnnsveeese osae 5 


19. New Life of Abraham. Charles Brad- 
EET a r REPLET IALT e e EO "E. 

20. New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 

21. A Secular Prayer. A. Holyake. Per doz, 10 


THE BIBLE OF MOHAMMED. 
(THE KORAN.) 


'"rranslated by George Sale. 


Oontaining Notes, Preliminary Discourse, 
and Index, 


‘Complete edition in fine English cloth bind- 


ing. 630 large 12m0. pages, at the very | 
| proe of $1, Address, D. M. BE T. ow 
141 Eighth St., New York, 


NOTICE FOR LADIES. 


Being fond of literature and science, still 
more of Libera) cultured society, and having 
the means of making some congenial lady (not 
too young) happy, I invite her correspondence. 
Address Mrs, Shearon, 231 So. Summer street. 
Nashville, Tena, for The Doctor, ; 89u8 


a 


The Best on this Theme Yet. 
GENESIS I.: II. 


* AN ESSAY ON THE BIBLE 
NARRATIVE OF CREATION.” 


By Augustus R. Grote, A.M. 

The Boston Commonwealth says: It is a ra- 
tlonalistic examination of the seripture ac- 
count, with a conclusion that the literal teach- 
ing of the theory is injurious to the mind, as it 
proyeg an impediment to intellectual advance- 
ment. : 

The Boston Traveler says: He has given a 
clear, yet. condensed, criticism from the liter- 
ary and scientific points of view. An eloquent 
and forcible protest against the tyranny of 
ogma. He endeavors to show that all efforts 
to reconcile science with a literal interpreta- 
tion of the account of Genesis must only end in | 
confusion. . 

The Popular Science Monthly says: The dis- 
erepaneies between the twn accounts are very 
fuliy indicated, and the different points of view 
from which they were written expleined. . . . 
Interesting chapters follow on the myths of the 
old world, which resemble those of Genesis. 
. . The book is characterized by directness of 
argument, and the best material has been dili- 
gently used. , . . The arehwoloagist and 
philologist will fod many new points in the 
book, whieh is noteworthy for its additions to 
solenos ag well as for its istinetive literary 
merits. Paper 40 cente. Tor sale by 

D. M. BEN NETT. 


A Few Words About. 
And Other Biographical Sketches 


and Essays 
BY CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 
Second edition, with Portrait and Autobiog- 
raphy. Extra cloth, gold back and 


side stamp, 12mo, 260 pp., 
price, $1 25. 


Displays much learning and regearch.— Te 
Democrat, : 


In fine, there is much that is noble about him. 
—The Advance, 


His position is defined and defended in a 
Spirit of reverence for the truthb.— Chicago Eve. 
Journal. . 


In a handsome volume before us Chas, Brad- 
laugh has “A Few Words” to say" About the 
Devil.” Mr. Bradlaugh has a right to his " few 
words,” and the devil will, we presume, at no 
distant day, hav a “few words” to gay to Mr. 
Bradlaugh, and will doubtless get the best of 
the argument.—Chicago Interior, 


We should insist, were we in any way con- 
nected with the government of theological 
schools, on their perusal of this work by the 
youth fitting under our charge for the duties 
and the responsibilities of the pulpit. They 
will find Mr. Bradlaugh no common man, and 
they will be introduced by him to persons and 
thoughts which cannot fail to be of use in their 
professional studies.—New Haven Palladium. 


DE. KINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


"MEDICAL GOOD SENSE" 


—AND-— 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE, 
—EMBBACING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYBIOLOGI- 


OAL MARRIAGE, 


Oontaining over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2. It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases. It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s: xual relation. 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking, Any person sending $1.50 betore 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free, Contents table 
sent free for stamp. 

Dr. T. R. Kinget announces to his Liberal 
friends and patients throughout the United 
States and Canadas that he ie, as usual, treating 

ALL CHRONIO DISEASES, 
and positively curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced incurable. Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr. K. is meeting with re~ 
markabie success in curing obstinate cases of 
Spermatorrhoea, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes, Epilepsy, 
Paralysis, Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Oatarrh, 
Asthma. Bronchitis, Consumption, Dysentery, 
Piles, Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, 
Genital Organs, and all diseases of women, 
Consultation Free, Address 
T. R. KINGET., M. D.. 
317 East 14th Nt., New York. 
Questions for Invalids free. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 
DR. FOOZIES HHALTH MONTHLY 
For one year and for the AMERICAN ILLUsTRAT- 
ED PRoNoUNoInG Pocker DIOTIONARY. con- 
taining 30,000 words. . 
ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE'S 


HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year and for a large center-table book 
containing the Complete Works of Shakepere | 
Do not forget to send 25 cents to pay postage or 
86 cents if you want it registered. Address 


MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING OO., 
129 £j, 28th st.. New York city. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION, 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 
Author of" The Essence of Christianity," ete. 
Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 7Spp., 50 cts. (Formerly 75 cta.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 
Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham, Tho truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered. therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our age!~Hutract, 


|. bad, ete, 
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SCIENCE HALL, 141 8th St., 
NEAR BROADWAY. 


} $3 per Year. 


Notes and Clippings. 


Tar wine cellar of a deceased priest in France 


contained 2,000 bottles of wIne—for communion 
probably, : 


.. Tz Catholics demanded of the Swiss Federal 
government that Epiphany, the Purification of 
the Virgin Mary, and the festival of the Immac- 
ulate Conception should be declared legal holi- 
days. The government obj-cted to adding 

. three holidays to those already in the almanac, 
and refused the demand, 


MzTHoDISTS, Baptists, Presbyterians, and 
others hav for some years enjoyed their denom- 
inational watering places and seaside resorts. 
-.Nowthe Quakers hay determined to be even 
. With them, and hav purchased 400 acres on 

Brigantine Beach, N, J., for $40,000, These solid 
` . people do not belleve in owing money, and 

therefora pay hard cash for the property. 


A PETITION is being circulated in this city by 
the friends of D. M, Bennett, who was impris- 
oned through the agency of Comstock. The 
petition (s being largely signed, The defense 
set up against the law is that it puts too great 
bower in the hands of persons who can misuse 


_apon amy lotta: YETEUSS OI1G0X-« 


it. By this law it is claimed that postmasters 
r-Qnü8eruisp x 


ing for something nasty. Dy this means the 


political party in power can easily obtain all 
the movements of the other parties. The law is 
obnoxious to Iberty-loviug Americans. -If 

; eriminals are to be hunted up, let the malls ro- 
main saered.— Ez. 


Tue Secretary of the Spelling Reform Associ- 
ation reporte that, besi ies the Chicago Tribune 
and Home Journal, there are two hundred 
papers in all parts of the country that hav 
adopted, in whole or in rart, the modifled 
spelling, and are trying to prepare the minds 
of readers for astill further change. Tha rules 
at present in force are as follows: 1. O uit a 
from the digraf ea when pronounst as e short, 
as in hed, helth, etc. 2. Omit silent e after a 
short vowel, as in hav, giv, definit, infinit, for- 
3. Write f for ph in such words as 
alfabet, fantom, camfor, filosofy, telegraf, etc. 
4, When a word ends with a doubl letter, omit 
the last, as in shal, wil, clif, eg, ete, 5. Change 
ed final tot where it has the sound of ¢, asin 
lasht, imprest, fixt, ete, ` 


_ .IN his report for the last quarter of 1879, the 
K*glstrar of the Scotch parish of Glenelg says: 
'" No entry has been made iù the marriage reg- 
ister for the year now ended." This happened 
before in 1871, when it was pointed out that an 
undue proportion of the population consisted 
of “old maids.” The Registrar fears that the 
proportion of this class is increasing. The 
Registrar of Laggan writes: "Marriage ap- 
pears to hav gone out of fashion. Only three 
marriages hav been celebrated during tho last 
two years.” The Nairn Registrar says: ' A 
year hus now passed since the ' Marriage No- 

' tice act’ came Into operation, but the board has 
not once been used.” The returns of bastardy, 
meanwhile, are very heavy in Scotland, where 

: the Sabbath is so z»alously kept, 


THERE is considerable excitement in colored 
Episcopal circles in Washington, and among 
the white brethren too for that matter, The 
Rev. Dr. Crummell is pastor of St, Luke’s M. 
E. churob, and, like many other clergymen, the 
management of his cholr is the most difficult 
portion of his duties. Mr. Fleetwood was ap- 
pointed as chorister, as his friends claimed, 
with the doctor’s consent. The latter, however, 
declares-that he did nothing of the kind. A 
very animated epistolary warfare has been in, 
progress between the parties, as Mr. Fleetwood 
na‘urally expects a pecunlary recompense for 
his vocal services. He has been practicing for 
some time for the Easter services, and several 
afülavits arein course of preparation to sus- 
tain him in hisdemand. The affair has eau-ed 
quite a gtir, and in its final settlement the bhigh- 
est courts known to the Episcopal church wiil 
probably be called upon before the matter is 
finally settled. 


SAMUEL J. Horron, a merchant at Hewlett’s, 
town of Hempstead, Long Iceland, has brought 
suit against the Rev. W. W. Maguire, pastor of 
the Methodist church at Lawrence, for $1.000 
damages, for slander. Horton was a member 
of Mr, Magulre's church and treasurer of the 
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board of stewards. He quarreted with the pas- 
tor over a matter of $4, he claiming that the 
money had been paid to Mr. Maguire, who 
claimed that Horton’s books were in error to 
thatextent, There was achurch trial,and Mr. 
Maguire was sustained by the jury, but Horton 
claimed that his side of the case had not been 
heard; and be and fifty others withdrew from 
the chureh and organized a Protestant Associ- 
ation. They are now building a church, leav- 
ing Mr. Maguire’s ebureh with a membership 
of thirty. Mr, Horton, in his complaint, sete 
up that Mr. Maguire went about the neighbor- 
hood saying that he Was dishonest in his bust- 
ness aiid sold goods at &hort weight and short 
measure, 


Tae Freethinkers of Dunedin, New Zealand, 
show a gréat amount of activity in matters re- 
lating to education. Atthe recent school com- 
mittee election they placed a majority on the 
committee, anda Freethinker headed the poll. 
The O ago Daily Times expresses its intense 
astonishment at the proof of the strength of 
the Freethought party in Dunedin, and ite 
admiration at the excellence of its organiza- 
tion. Mr. Robert Stout at one of the election 
meetings drew attention to the fact that al- 
though on application any minister of religion 
might hav the use of the public schools for re- 


Sunday during the whole twelve months of the 
sittings of the committee, We should think 
that before long the children of Dunedin will 
arrive at that happy condition prophesied by 
Mr. Balfour for Scotch children. They will 
soon " be in danger of never héaring anything 
of the names of God and Jesus Christ.” 


HERR BEBEL, a Socialist, complained in the 
German Parliament the other day of the man- 
ner in which Soclalists are treated. His col- 
league, Herr Fritz .che, is followed everywhere. 
He went into a tailor shop to order a coat, and 
a detective entered as soon as he went out and 
insisted upon the tailor’s telling everything 
that had been sald. Herr Hasselmann, another 
Socialist, walking inthe Thier Garten, noticed 
aman dogging him. He tried for an hour and 
a half to escape, and then suddenly turned 
round and confronted the spy, who confessed 
himself and his business and showed the doc- 
ument authorizing bhim to act as ho was doing. 
A boy of sixteen, the son of a Socialist, was 
ordered to attend a police office, and then, after 
being plied with liquor, was closeiy examined 
as to hia father's conduct. Herr Bebel accused 
the detectives of even worse offenses. Someof 
them entered the houses of banished Socialists 
and insulted their wives and daughters. In 
one ease à woman saved herself by seizing a 
broomstick and threatening to use it on the 
cificer if he did not go away at once, 


Tze Jesuits of France are disheartened, and 
hav to all intents and purposes given up the 
contest against the government. Preparations 
are already la progress for their removal. It 
is known that strong efforts hav been made at 
Home to induce the papal authorities to inter- 
fere, but the Pope has absolutely refused to hay 
anything to do-with the matter. The remark- 
able opposition displayed by President Grevy’s 
Cabinet toward the Jesuits is actuated by other 
motives than a desire to remove the members 
of that body from connection with the educa- 
tionul system of the republic. Considerable 
ploiting has been in progress since the death of 
the Prince Imperial between the Jesuit leaders 
and the Imperialists, and there are good 
grcunds for a rumor current here that an at- 
tempt was to be made at the first opportunity to 
re establish the empire, with a younger scion 
of the Bonapartes in the seat of the Little Cor- 
poral. The tendency to conspiracy always 
characteriz:ng the Jesuits gives credence to the 
report that they wore assisting in this moye- 
meut, aud the young republic has simply 
nipped the conspiracy in the bud. 


Tus Jesuits are to be invited by the French 
government to leave France. It will be a good 
riddance to the republic. In age, France is only 
an infant among republics, but she realizes the 
danger of such a society to her freedom. That 
danger has not yet been realizad by us, but it is 
not tar off, Societies to enforce this, to prevent 
that, and to suppress something else are 
springing up all over the country. On pretense 
of punishing crime and eradicating immorality, 
they aim at the suppression of anti-religious 
sentiment and to compel the union of church 
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and state, In this they resemble the Jesuits, 
and that resemblance is continued in the means 
each employs. In the Legislature, in execu- 
tive office, upon the bench, in the jury panel, on 
the witness stand, in prosecutor’s chairs, and 
upon the police force, they bav their agents, 
and thus it is they subvert popular govern- 
ment. As the Jesuits are to prlest-ridden | 
France, so are the Comstocks, and Orosbys, 
and Whitneys, and Garrys to America. The 
good they profess and perform for a cloak far 
from compensates for the evil they alm.to ac- 
complish.—Truth, 


THERE is a breeze among the Presbyterians 
of Covington, Ky. The Rv, F, D. Moore, pastor 
of the First Presbyterian church, has been 
oreacbing two rema'kahle sermons in regard 
to the Lord's day. He affirmed that the obser v- 
ance of the day. as required by the standards of 
the Presbyterian church, is not according to 
scripture, but according to the mind of the 
Westminster Assembly, which formulated the 
standards. He says he does not believe inthe 
gloom and melancholy which are too often 
enforced on the day of rest. In one of his ser- 
mons he remarks: "Í shall take my pleasure 
and comfort as I did on this Sunday, and as I 
propose to do next Sunday, and every succeed- 
Ing Sunday, and my children shall do so, and 


ligious instruction out of school hours, only | indulge in innocent and plensant amusements,. 
€—Ó— Á— pe ade for oné{and 1 thin will hav kept the Sabbath day 


properly, Should any of you think different- 
ly, pursue your own course, but act consistent- 
ly," The promulgation of these views by Mr. 
Moore has made a stir in Covington, and in the 
Presbytery to which he and his church belong, 
It is seml-offleially announced that the Presby- 
tery will at its next meeting repudiate Mr, 
Moore’s views and discipline him for holding 
them, Mr. Moore is a distinguished man, and 
the son of the Rey, T, V. Moore, D.D., who was 
pastor of alarge church in Richmond, and af- 
terwards of one in Nashville. - 

RELIGION has sometime a very funny side. In 
many of the churches of Bavaria the traveler 
may hav noticed images of the Virgin Mary 
which are perfectly black, and wondered what 
the apparent anomaly meant, It is to be ac- 
counted for in this wise: The little church at 
XEpselheim was one night entirely consumed by 
fire, The villagers gathered about the huge 
heap of ashes the next morning, and while ply- 
ing thelr shovels to discover if any of the treas. 
ures or relics of the church remained unde- 
stroyed they came across an image of the Virgin 
in a perfect state of preservation. Everything 
else was consumed, and to prove that this also 
would hav been consumed unless a miracle had 
been performed it was seen that it had been in 
the midst of the hottest flames by Its color. It 
was thoroughly charred, and yet overy feature 
and every limb was perfect. The news spread 
far and wide, and such wastheenthusiasm that 
a new and more beautiful edifice was reared on 
the site of the old, in which this blackened Vir- 
gin held the mostconspicuous place. Wonder- 
ful stories of marvelous cures whieh resulted 
from prayers offered to ner circulated through- 
out the country, and she was surrounded by 
tokens of gratitude sent from near and far. 
Costly jewels, diamonds, and pearls were among 
the gifts of the wealthy. When the rough and 
sturdy Frederick the Great encamped with his 
army in that section of the country one of his 
soldiers went into the chapel, and. being teo 
strongly tempted, quietly put into his pocket a 
large diamond and a still larger pearl, When 
arrested he freely acknowledged the offense, 
but defended himself by saying that the Virgin 
had voluntarily given them to him. He was 
kneeling to her, he declared, and alter telling 
her that his wife and children at home were In 
great suffering he asked her ifshe would giv 
him that pearl aud diamond. and she deliber- 
ately nodded her head ia acquiescence, where- 
upon hetook the gems. The priests declared 
the story to be false, and the matter came before 
Frederick for adjudication. He at once asked 
the priests if it were true that the Black Virgin 
had performed the miracles which had been 
attributed to her, Of coursa they were com- 
pelled to answer in the affirmative. ''And has 
she ever really nodded her head in answer to 


the prayers of her votaries?” hecontinued. The 
answer was again in the affirmative, for if it 
had been denied the wonder-worklug power of 
the Virgin would hav been lost. '' Then,” said 
Frederick, “how do you knowthatshe did not 
nod her head when this poor soldier asked for 
a paltry diamond and vearl?” and the soldier 
was dismissed. Even Catholic Bavaria laughs 
at the story and sees its funny side, 


Events of the Week. 


BAYLOS county, Texas, is in the hands ofia 
lawless mob. 

Epison recently sold one of his telegraphio 
inventions for $100,000 cash, 


GEN. GRANT has returned [rom Mexico, and is 
now traveling in the South, 


Six men were recently killed by a party of 
Indians at San Jose, New Mexico. 


TuE Pennsylvania Greenback Labor Conven- 
tion met at Harrisburgh on the 231 ult. 


Ergut persons were killed by Indians near 
Santa Barbara, New Mexico, recently. 


CHICAGOANS are agitating the project of aship 
canal from that city to the Mississippi. 


Tur Masonic Female Oollege at Lumpkin, 
Ga., was burned on the 25 h ult. Loss, $20,0¢0, 


Tx Russian government has commenced to 
persecute the Jewish merchants of that coun- 
try. 

THE Iadians in some parts of New Mexico 
hay put a stop to mall transit by their depreda- 
tiong, ; 


Turse men were Killed and several injured by 
a railroad accident at Btalesville, N. C, on the 
24th ult, 

Tur English colonel who was captured some 
time ago by Greek brigands has been ransomed 
for £60,000, 


A MAN aged sixty-nine cut bis wife's throat at 
St. Louis, Mo,, on the 26% ult, und then com- 
mitted suicide, 


A Laran vein of petrolaum has boon discav- 
ered in Birmingham, Alabama, and oil wells 
are being dug. 


Tur Baptist ministers of tbis city are sending 
petitions to the Legislature against the taxation 
of church property. 


THREE negro murderers were hanged on thes 
26th ult., one in Missouri and two in Texaeg. All 
died good Ohrletians, 


Tux Metropolitan Museum of Art, in Central 
Park, tbis city, was formally opened on '"I'ues- 
day last by President IInyes, 


A DOZUN workmen were buried in the ruins of 
a falling building at Detroit, Mich., on the 23d 
ult, Two seriously and one fatally injured. 


Tug United States man-of-war Constellation 
sailed for Ireland on Saturday last with a cargo 
of provisions for the sufferers by the famine. 


Tux negroes who flocked to the. West from the 
South some time ago would be giad to get back 
to their old home. Their condition is not im- 
proved, 


T wENTY converts to Mormonism hav left Law- 
rence county, Ky, for Utah. Mormon uilssion- 
aries are actively and energetically laboring in 
the South and West. 


Bamana, a town of three thousand Inhabitants 
on the West India Island of Santo Domingo, was 
nearly destroyed by fire on the 9:h of March. 
The loss will reach $150,000, 


THE Gaston coa! mines, at Fairmount, W. Va, 
were set on fire by the explosion of a flre-damp 
on the 27th ult, Five men were seriously in- 
jured and two burned to death, 


Tue English Salvation Army, finding this 
city too persistently wicked for come-to- Jesus 
purposes, hav emigrated to New Jersey, and 
opened fire on the ungodly Newarkites, 


IN à recent engagement between the Chilians 
and Peruvians, at Moquegua, the former were 
defeated, with & loss of thirteen hundred men. 
The Chilian campaign against Arica and Lima 
has failed. 


STRIKES are becoming general in this city, 
The piano-makers’ strike is nearly over, the 
employers being forced to accede to the de- 
mands of the strikers. On Monday last fve 
thousand spinnors at Cohoes, N. Y., went on 
strike. 


TAERE ls a rapid and growing increase in im- 
migration at present. Thirty-five thousand im- 
migrants hav arrived at this port since January 
ist, and the arrivals for Aprii will reach fifty 
thousand. Many of the new-comers—from the 
famine-stricken diatrigte—-are entirely desti- 
tute. 
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The Godly Women of the Bible.—Continued. 


BY AN UNGODLY WOMAN OF THE 19TH CENTURY, 


QUEEN VASHTI AND ESTHER, 


The book of Esther, in which is recorded the lives 
of an ungodly and a godly queen, is confessedly 


anonymous. 


We cannot see why it is placed among the canoni- 
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the defense, and the king, who sat as Judge Ordi- 
nary, decided on his own case, and immediately 
| pronounced a decree condemning the respondent 
in all costs, And thus poor Vashti was divorced 
and disgraced for possessing a virtue universally 
admired among enlightened and refined people. ` 

“ Now, if there be any meaning at all to this dis- 
graceful transaction, and of course there must be a 
meaning of deep import in every word of the sacred 
book—for do not preachers and commentators weave 
wonderful discourses out of half lines and incom- 
| plete sentences, showing what the inspired penman 


cal books (unless for the purpose of showing the; meant to say, and even what Deity himself was 


providential preservation of the Jews, without whom | 
the world could have had no savior), as God, the 
Lord, Jehovah, or the devil is not once mentioned 


in its ten chapters. 


The book of Esther, as reviewed by Jasper Griggs 
and published by the Independent Tract Society, 
Worcester, Mass., is so excellent and to the point 
that we trust our readers will not be disappointed if, 
instead of our own. composition, we substitute that 
portion of his lecture which includes our subject, 
and then proceed as usual, beginning on page four 


of his pamphlet: 


“In the year 518 before Christ, commenced the 


reign of Ahasuerus, a very small hero in his way, 


but through whose influence and by whose sanction 
many extraordinary deeds were done, and many 
atrocities committed. He was a king reigning over 


a vast region, extending from India to Ethiopia, and 
including a hundred and twenty-seven provinces. 
Marian Evans, in her translation of Feuerbach, says 
something to the effect that Christianity was a re- 
ligion of gormands, as throughout the Bible there 
is a continual record of feasting and jollity. Even 
the Lord himself was once entertained at dinner by 
Abraham. 

** Accordingly the book of Esther opens with an 
account of a great feast given by the king, in the 
third year of his reign, to all his princes and his ser- 
vants—the power of Persia and of Media, the nobles 
and.the princes before him. This carouse lasted 
one hundred and four-score days, during which time 
he showed: the riches of his glorious kingdom and 
the honors of his excellent majesty. Not content 
with the first feast, at the end of this time he com- 
menced again, and made a feast unto all the people 
that were in Shushan, the palace, both unto great 
and small, seven days inthe garden of the palace. 
The number seven is frequently used in this book, 
and it is a favorite number with Bible writers, and 
. n0 doubt..ascounts far ihe fact. that the whole hook 
^" 1s in a state of ‘sixes and sevens? A minute 
account is given of the upholstery of the apart- 
ments, and of the metal of which the drinking-cups 
were made, ‘ 

“There was royal wine in abundance, and the 
drinking was according to law; that is, every man 
was to do according to his pleasure, and no doubt 
many of them took more than was good for them ; 
for the king himself set the example. Also, Vashti, 
the queen, made a feast for the women in the royal 
house. 

“Now Vashti is the only woman in the book who 
displays any virtues or qualities worthy of admira- 
tion; but her virtues, which should have been her 
glory and protection, were her ruin, and the treatment 
she received cannot be justified in modern times 
upon any principle of justice or morality. On the 
seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry 
with wine (in plain English, when he was intoxicat- 
ed), he commanded his seven chamberlains to bring 
Vashti, the queen, before him with the crown royal, 
to show the people and the princes her beauty, for she 
was fair to look on. But, like a modest aud sedate 
woman, she refused to present herself to the rude 
gaze of the king and his court. "Therefore the king 
was very wroth, and his anger burned within him. 
He at once went to law about the matter, consulting 
the wise men who understood the law, also the seven 
princes of Persia and Media, among whom was one 
Memucan. The king asked what should be done 
with Vashti for disobeying his orders, for he 
seemed terribly afraid of a disobedient wife. Me- 
mucan answered and said, ‘The queen hath not 
done wrong to the king only, but also to all the 
princes and to all the people that are in all the prov- 
inces, when it should become known, for the wives 
would despise their husbands, if they should learn 
that the king had allowed the queen to disobey his 
commands without rebuke,’ This noble prince ended 
his address for the prosecution by the following 
suggestion : ‘If it please the king, let there goa 
royal commandment from him, and let it be written 
among the laws of the Persians and the Medes, that 
it be not altered, that Vashti come no more before 
King Ahasuerus, and let the king give her royal 
estate unto another that is better than she. And 
when the king’s decree which he shall make 
shall be published throughout all his empire, 
(for it is great), all the wives shall give to their 
husbands honor, both to great and small? The 
queen was never called upon to offer an expla- 
nation or justification of her conduct. (This must be 
the part of the Holy Writ which Plymouth church 
copied her by-laws from,) "There was no speech for 


thinking about, but which unfortunately the text 
itself in its entirety furnishes no clue to?—now, if 
there is any meaning in this disgraceful divorcement 
of Queen Vashti, it is that women are to be subject 
to their husbands in all things, whether personal 
liberty be endangered or their moral sense outraged 
or not. The translators have called it ‘the decree 
of men’s sovereignty.’ It is a translation, never- 
theless, in which all the honor attaches to the queen, 
who was punished, and the odium to the king, who 
is praised for this deed. It is continually so with 
Bible morality—the good is put as the bad and the 
bad as the good. But, happily for humanity, it is 
rapidly outgrowing such misleading teaching. And 
out of this questionable transaction arises all the 
blood and murder recorded in this delectable book. 
If any good is supposed to have accrued to the 
world from the doings of Mordecai and Esther, the 
Lord does indeed work in mysterious ways. After 
the decree had gone forth the king cooled down, and 
when he became sober he thought of Vashti and 
how harsh he had been to her; but those who had 
counseled her banishment, not wishing him to 
relent, lest their own wives might expect to be for- 
given after having been condemned, suggested that 
all officers in all provinces should be commissioned 
with the very agreeable task of collecting together 
all the pretty girls they could find and bring them to 
Shushan for the king to choose one from, who 
should be queen instead of Vashti. This idea 
pleased him, and he ordered it to be done. Now, as 
the kingdom consisted of one hundred and twenty- 
seven provinces, when all the pretty girls were col- 
lected together, the bevy of beauties at Shushan 
must have been the finest ever seen at one exhibi- 
tion. But notwithstanding all these charms and 
counter-charms, the king was really unable to make 
a choice. The wonder is that the poor man was not 
80 overpowered that be resolved to keep the whole 
of them. However, it took nearly four years to 
make up his mind. Tis choice ultimately fell upon 
Esther, the lady whose name furnishes the title to 
the sacred book in which her career is recorded. 
She had seven maidens to wait upon her, and she 
was chosen in the seventh year of the reign of the 
king. 

* Esther was an orphan and a Jewess, but this lat- 
ter fact was carefully concealed from the king by 
order of Mordecai, the ‘nursing father’ of Esther 
(as he is called), as fine à specimen of the cunning 
Hebrew as is to. be found on record, The Jews at 
this time were in captivity—a state little better 
than slavery. Mordecai and Esther were first 
cousins, and Mordecai promptly availed himself of 
the opportunity of selling his interesting relative to 
ihe highest bidder, and with a sharp eye to his own 
interest at the same time. During the long time 
Esther was waiting her turn to be presented to the 
king, Mordecai walked every day before the court 
of the women's house to know how Esther did and 
what should become of her. As soon as Esther was 
crowned, Mordecai came forward and ‘sat in the 
gate of the king.’ It is not clear what this means; 
it is very much like being allowed to sit on the door- 
step. While thus ‘hanging about, he overheard 
two of the doorkeepers express some intention of 
laying hands on the king. This was an opportunity 
sent by Providence to enable Mordecai to show his 
loyalty. . 

* He at once improved tbe opportunity, and told 
Esther, who told the king, at the same time making 
him understand to whom he was indebted for the 
information. The two conspirators were hanged, 
but Mordecai was not rewarded for his zeal. Haman 
was promoted to be chief over all the princes. All 
the king’s servants, as in duty bound, bowed down 
and reverenced Haman; but Mordecai, being annoyed 
at being passed over, refused to bow down, notwith- 
standing he was spoken to about it daily. He threw 
off his reserve, now that his cousin was queen, and 
told them he belonged to the ‘stiff-necked’ race. 
This incensed Haman very much, and he resolved to 
be revenged, not alone on Mordecai, but upon his 
whole tribe. Haman told the king there was a cer- 
tain people scattered abroad and despised, and dis- 
persed among the provinces of the kingdom, whose 
laws were different and who did not obey the king ; 
that it was not for the king’s profit to suffer them, 
mildly suggesting that they should be destroyed, 
and offering ten thousand talents of silver into the 
hands of those who should have charge of the 
slaughter, As in the case of poor Vashti, the king, 
without hesitating, acquiesced, and seemed in a hurry 
to get that picve of business off his hands. Letters 


were dispatched into every province, written in all 
the languages of the people, and sealed with the 
king’s seal, with orders to ‘destroy, to kill, and to 
cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old, little 
children and women, in one day, and to take the 
spoil of them for a prey.’ 

“After this the king and Haman sat down to 
drink. It is the fashion with some people to praise 
Mordecai for his stubborn will and manly spirit in 
refusing to bow down to the first minister of state, 
as though he had done it from a wholesome con- 
tempt of the pomp and pride of court hirelings, 
But there is nothing in the text. to warrant that 
interpretation; in fact, no word of explanation iy 
vouched why he refused, except that he was a Jew, 
and that certainly gave him no credit in the matter, 
for if he objected to the pride of Haman, the Gen- 
tile, it was only with the greater pride of Mordecai, 
the Jew. Mordecai belonged to the ‘chosen 
people,’ and we see in our own day how people will 
strut and plume themselves when clothed in the 
garments of self-righteousness. When Mordecai 
heard of the sanguinary decree, of course he was 
very much alarmed, and—that silly and dirty trick 
peculiar to the favorites of the Lord—he tore his 
clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes. He went 
before the palace crying with a loud and bitter cry, 
but he was too dusty to be allowed to enter the 
king’s gate. Information of Mordecai’s grief was 
conveyed to Esther—also of the state of his ward- 
robe—when she immediately sent fresh garments, 
with orders to take away the sackcloth and ashes ; 
but he refused, preferring his rags and dirt. Then 
the queen sent her chamberlain to Mordecai to know 
what troubled him, and how it was. He gent hera 
copy of the decree, together with all the particulars, 
with arequest that she would go to the king and 
make supplication for her people. There was some 
danger attendant upon the carrying out of this 
request, as a law existed whereby all who came to 
the king into the inner court without being called 
should be put to death, unless the king pardoned 
them ; and as the queen had not seen her loving 
husband for a month, she was afraid to go to him 
uncalled. This was conveyed to Mordecai, who 
replied: ‘Think not within thyself that thou shalt 
escape the king's house more than all the Jews,’ 
This determined Esther, who told Mordecai to 
gather all the Jews who were in town, and with 
them to fast three days and three nights, and she 
and her maid would do likewise. This species of 
praying for success 18 at best but an empty supplica- 
tion. ‘Mark what I tell you, the Jews never prayed 
but. when they were in trouble, and never for any- 
thing but victory, vengeance, and riches.’ But she 
said, ‘I will go to the king, which is not according 
to law, and if I perish, I perish,’ . 

“One might expect from this that Esther was filled 
with all noble qualities. On the contrary, she had 
the smoothness of the leopard, with the ferocity of 
the tiger. Here she resolved, at all hazards to her- 
self, to beg for the lives of the Jews. But listen to 
the result of her mission. Oa the third day she 
ventured unbidden into the royal presence, and to 
her great relief the king was overjoyed to see her, 
and said: ‘What wilt thou, Queen Esther? and 
what is thy request ? It shall be given thee, even to 
the half of the kingdom.” : 

“The king was amighty man at a feast, and Esther, 
knowing his strong points, and also anticipating that 
it would be favorably received, had prepared a ban- 
quet, to which &he invited him, including llaman in 
the invitation. 
found that ‘the pot aud the platter’ form either 
the prelude or the sequel to nearly all great under- 
takings. Of course the king accepted the invitation 
to dine out in his own house, and Haman was only 
too happy and proud to attend him. After the wine 
had gone round the king again repeated his offer, 
that whatever request Esther made, even to the half 
of his kingdom, it should be granted, She was still 
cautious and hesitating, not being sure that the roys- 
‘tering monarch was fed up to the proper pitch for 
the purpose; so she said if the king and Haman 
would come to a feast on the following day she 
would then make known her request. This was 
agreed to. Then went Haman forth that day joyful 
and with a glad heart. But his exultation was of 
short duration, for he had not gone far before he 
nearly fell over that obstinate old Mordecai, who 
refused to get up or move out of his way. This 
filled him with indiguation, but still he restrained 
himself till hg reached home, when he sent for his 
friends, and Zeresh, his wife. ‘And Haman told 
them of the glory of his riches and the multitude of 
his children, and all the things wherein the king had 
promoted him,’ for he was a man of great self-im- 
portance, and was quite overpowered if he did not 
receive a proper amount of deference from his pre- 
sumed inferiors. After recounting his wonderful 
position he said: * Yet all this availeth me nothing 
80 long as I see Mordecai, the Jew, sitting at the 
king's gate? His wife and his friends told him to 
cheer up, and get a gallows made fifty cubits high, 
and at the morrow’s banquet to speak unto the king 
that Mordecai might be hanged thereon. This 
humane suggestion pleased Haman much, and, like 


Throughout Bible history it will be- 
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a modern Governor Eyre, he thereupon issued his 
order for the erection of that neat piece of archi- 
tecture—an instrument still used in this country to 
finish the education which the priest begins. It. so 
happened, and very fortunately so for Mordecai, 
that the night before his second banquet the king 
was not able to sleep, so he thought he would read 
awhile, and therefore ordered the book of records to 
be brought, and in this he found chronicled the 
name and services of Mordecai, informing him of 
the two door-keepers who had got up a little con- 
Spiracy against himself. The king asked what 
honor and dignity had been done to Mordecai for 
this. He was told, ‘ Nothing.’ He exclaimed, * Who 
is in the court? He was answered, ‘Haman.’ 
Now, Haman, unfortunately for himself, had gone 
there post-haste, not waiting till the morning, to 
crave the boon of being allowed to elevate poor 
Mordecai fifty cubits high. It was an ominous mo- 
ment for him. He was ordered into the king's 
presence, who, not giving him time to speak, asked 
what should be done unto the man whom the king 
delighted to honor, Now, Haman thought in his 
heart to whom would the king delight to do honor 
more than himself.. He therefore resolved not to 
underdo the matter, and modestly proposed that the 
happy individual should be decked out in royal 
, apparel, the crown put upon his head, the whole 

. mounted upon the king’s horse and led through the 
streets of the city by one of the oldest princes, and 
to be proclaimed before him, *'Thus shall it be done 
to the man whom the king delighteth to honor. 
But what was Haman’s utter astonishment when he 
was told to make haste and do all he had said to 
Mordecai, the Jew, the man whom he hated above 
all other men! But this was not the first time in 
which Haman was destined to be caught in his own 
trap. He hurried home, hiding his head, and told 
his wife and friends of his disappointment. le 
was a fallen minister, and they all felt that Mordecai 
—the Benjamin Disraeli of his time—would lead the 
opposition to the Treasury benches, And while 
they were talking, the messenger came to summon 
Haman to the second banque: which Esther bad 
prepared. But he was in no mood for eating. He 
had not yet digested the bitter pill of Mordecai's 
advancement. ‘Lhe king again asked Esther what 
boon she craved. 

“She said : * Let my life be given me at my peti- 
tion, and my people at my request. For we are 
sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and 
to.pori.h.?. 'l'hough-&ve-yoova- ied since thei 
marriage, this appears to have been the first intima- 
tion the king had that his wife was a Jewess. He 


asked in his heart, * Who is he and where is he that 


durst presume-in his heart to do so? 


“The king had forgotten all about his decree [he 


was drunk] he had made and sigued with his own 


ring, for the utter destruction of the people The 
is 


were scattered throughout all his provinces. 
was too small a matter to dwell upon his memory. 
Esther answered and said, ‘The adversary and ene- 
my is this wicked Haman,’ The king rashed into 
the garden in great fury, and while he was gone 
llaman became much alarmed for his safety ; and 
when the king returned he found Haman on his 
knees beseeching Esther to intercede with the king 
in his behalf. The king mistook the meaning of the 
supplication, and became jealous as well as angry. 
This sealed the fate of poor Haman, who was imme- 
diately seized and his face covered. f 

* An obliging chamberlain who was standing by, 
with the usual readiness of court sycophants to help 
a fallen favorite, told the king that Haman had got 
a gallows already erected, which was intended for 
Mordecai, the rising minister. Upon that hint the 
king spake and told them to hang ITaman thereon. 
* So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had 
prepared for Mordecai.’ Then was the king’s wrath 
pacified. "Thus Haman was the architect of his own 
fortune, and ultimately graced his own structure. 
But the king was not blameless in the matter; he 
was more to blame than Haman himself, for he 
signed a sanguinary decree at the first time of ask- 
ing, and without making. the slightest inquiry into 
what he was about to do, 

* Yes, this is the man into whose hands God had 
committed the care of a portion of his ‘chosen peo- 
ple? This justifies the saying that Christianity is 
much indebted for its preservation to the vilest and 
silliest characters in all ages and countries. The 
king, as is the wont of monarchs, bestowed the dead 
man’s property upon his favorites, and Esther be- 
came enriched by Haman’s death. Mordecai also 
experienced rapid promotion, as he was for the first 
time introduced to the king as Esther's relative, 
And the king took off his ring, which he had taken 
off from Haman, and gave it unto Mordecai, and 
Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman. The 
Jews’ star was now in the ascendant. The queen 
then besought the king to revoke his edict against 
the Jews, which had been issued at the instigation 
of Haman. Being a most yielding man, and having 
the amiable weakness of granting everything to 
everybody at the moment of asking, whether it was 
the slaughter of a whole race or the hanging of an 
individual, even on his own new gallows, he con- 


sented without a murmur, to reverse what he had 
done a short time before, and commanded Mordecai, 
saying, ‘Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh 
you, in the king’s name, and seal it with the king's 
ring ; for the writing which is written in the king’s 
name, and sealed with the king’s ring, may no man 
reverse.’ Mordecai’s patience and perseverance were 
at length rewarded and his day of triumph had 
arrived. Having obtained permission from the king, 
he availed himself of it to the fullest extent. He 
sent proclamation into all the provinces, in which he 
said, ‘ The king has granted the Jews in every city 
to gather themselves together, and to stand for their 
life, to.destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish all the 
power of the people and province that would assault 
them, both little ones and women, and to take the 
spoil of them for a prey? Not content with telling 
the Jews they might destroy, slay, and cause to per- 
ish all who assaulted them, he ordered them all to be 
in readiness on the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month to avenge themselves on their enemies, Mor- 
decai then strutted out before the people like a pea- 
cock, to show his fine feathers. He went out in 
royal apparel of blue and white, and a great crown 
of gold, and with garments of fine linen and purple; 
and the city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad. The 
Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor. 
And in every province, and in every city witherso- 
ever the king's commandment and his decree came, 
the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast, and a good 
day. And many of the people of the land became 
Jews [that is, took out naturalization papers]; for 
the fear of the Jews fell upon them. Accordingly, 
on the fatal thirteenth of the twelfth month, the 
day ón which the Jews were to have been killed, the 
order of things was reversed, for the Jews gathered 
themselves together in all the cities to lay hands on 
such as sought their hurt ; and no man could with- 
stand them, for the fear of them fell upon all peo- 
ple. All the king's officials throughout the kingdom, 
like true time-servers and worshipers of power, be- 
cause the prime minister was a Jew, joined with 
Jews against their own countrymen ; and thus aa 
bloody a tragedy was enacted in Asia in the year 
509 B. C, a8 that which took place in France on the 
2d day of December, 1,851 years after this precious 
ospel came to bless mankind. 

“Thus the Jews smote all their enemies with the 
stroke of the sword, and slaughter and destruction, 
and did what they would unto those that hated them. 
And in Shushan, the palace, the Jews slew and de- 
at ro. : 
slew they,' thus carrying out the barbarous doctrine 
taught in this holy book, of visiting the sins of the 
father upon the children. 
of those that were slain in Shushan were brought 
before the king; and the king said unto Esther the 
queen, The Jews have slain and destroyed five hun- 
dred men in Shushan the palace, and the ten sons of 
Haman; what have they done in the rest of the 
king’s provinces? [They have butchered only 
seventy-four thousand two hundred innocent men, 
women, and children.] Now, what is thy petition ? 
and it shall be granted thee? Or what is thy re- 
quest further, and it shall be done.’ Mark the 
fiendish answer of this tigress, sent of course by 
God to be an instrument for the preservation of his 
favorite people. ‘Then said Esther, If it please the 
king, let it. be granted to the Jews that are in Shu- 
shan to do to-morrow also according unto this day’s 
decree, and let Haman’s ten sons be hanged upon the 
gallows. And the king commanded it so to be 
done; and the decree was given at Shushan, and they 
hanged Haman’s. ten sons.’ This was diabolical 
ferocity, prompted by the direst spirit of revenge. 
Esther could not have forgotten that a few moments 
before the king had told her that the ten sons of 
Haman had been slain, and therefore to hang them 
on the gallows was not with the idea of killing them 
the second time, but merely for the gratification of 
gloating over the ghastly corpses of ten men who 
had never injured her, but who had the misfortune 
to be the sonsof her enemy. This is Bible morality, 
of which there are innumerable instances in this 
sacred word of God. [Oh! oh!!] 

* After this the Jews fell to feasting and rejoic- 
ing and called it a day of gladness, and resolved, at 
the suggestion of Mordecai, to celebrate both the 
thirteenth and fourteenth of the twelfth month as a 
festival every year. ‘The leaves of the book of 
their rejoicing are dead men’s skins printed in 
human blood and paged in pillage; it is illuminated 
with tears and broken hearts) Then Esther, the 
queen, and Mordecai, the Jew, wrote with all author- 
ity to confirm this, and sent letters unto all the Jews 
in the one hundred and twenty-seven provinces, 
with words of peace and truth. ‘ For Mordecai, the 
Jew, was next unto King Ahasuerus, and great 
among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his 
brethren, seeking the wealth of his people, speaking 
peace to all his seed. And thus ends this eventful 
history. 

“We close this blood-stained Book of Esther 
with feelings of loathing and disgust. There is not 
one principle of morality inculeated throughout the 
entire narrative ; there is but one estimable or 
worthy character depicted therein, and she is 4 


reod-meon,—_-§-The-ten-sons-of Haman 


* On that day the number 


victim; the incidents recorded are incidents of 
drunkenness, domestic tyranny, lust, ambition, 
vacillation, revenge, and wholesale and brutal mur- 
der of innocent men, women, and children. There 
ig no inspiration, no instruction, no elevation in it. 
It is one dull, dead level of brutality and animal 
indulgence, 

`“ The first chapter commences with a gross out- 
rage upon the delicacies of a sensitive woman, and 
ends by her being divcrced and disgraced, that 
* men's sovereignty may be upheld and proclaimed. 
This can be quoted as an argument in favor of the 
oppression of the human race, for does it not tally 
with the other passages in the Dible which say that 
the woman shall be subject unto the man? 

* Chapter second enters into the particulars of 
the utterly immoral way in which the king chose a 
wife in succession to Vashti, and the calculating 
manner in which Mordecai brought his foster- 
daughter to the market and sold her tothe highest 
bidder. 

“Chapter third is an account of an ambitious 
minister, who, on being irritated and annoyed by a 
man belonging to a despised race, who presumed 
upon his relation to the queen, seeks to have his 
enemy’s race destroyed; and where a king, who 
should be the guardian of kis people, condemns to 
death a large number of his subjects at the mere 
‘request of one man. 

“Chapter fourth depicts the real cause of this 
mischief and commotion in a state of abject fear. 
There is no reason why Mordecai should have hated 
and annoyed Haman, unless it was from a feeling of 
envy at his elevation and good fortune. 

“Chapter fifth shows a man so engrossed with a 
feeling of hatred that he builds a gallows of his own 
on which to hang his enemy. 

* Chapter sixth pretends to relate how a king can 
honor a subject who has served him; but the story 
is so overdone that it becomes outrageously improb- 
able. 

* Chapter seventh is an attempt to portray an 
instance of retributive justice, but it is a failure, for 
the wicked Haman, who dies on his own gallows, is 
not hanged for seeking the lives of the Jews, but 
because the king, in his mad fury, mistook the 
meaning of his subject’s supplication. 

“Chapter eighth shows a vacillating and sanguin- 

ary tyrant playing with the lives of his subjects at 
the merest caprice, sparing neither women nor little 
innocent children. 
. Chapter ninth. contains an account of deeds 
worthy only of fiends, the bare recital of which 
makes one shudder, but ovor which God's chanan 
cannibals rejoice and make merry and call it à good 
day, which they will celebrate throngh all coming 
time. And Esther, the heroine of the book, God's 
appointed agent to save his peculiar people, when 
told of the glorious slaughter which her brethren 
had had the first day, begged the boon of one more 
day of the hellish work, that the agony might be 
prolonged; that more wives might be made widows; 
that there should be more children made orphans; 
that the desolation might be more widespread, and 
that the wailof despair might again resound through 
the affrighted city. 

* And chapter tenth closes the book with pompous 
parade of Mordecai's greatness in the eyes of the 
multitude and his ‘seeking the wealth of his people 
and speaking peace to all his seed.’ 

* Was anything ever more monstrous than this? 
If what is recorded of the Jews in the Bible be true, 
they are as vile a race as ever trod the earth. And 
this book is read in Sunday-schools, and these are 
the lessons implanted in the young and tender 
minds of children. From their earliest moments 
they are taught to reverence this volume as the 
sacred word of God, and not to doubt or call in 
question, on pain of eternal, never-ending torments, 
a single line or word therein. What does Theodore 
Parker say on this point? ‘To the Bible the min- 
ister prostitutes his mind and conscience, heart and 
soul; on the authority of an anonymous Hebrew 
book he will justify the slaughter of innocent men, 
women, and children by the thousand; and on that 
of an anonymous Greek book he will believe, or at 
least command others to believe, that man is born 
totally depraved and God will perpetually slaughter 
men in hell by the million though they had com- 
mitted no fault except that of not believing an 
absurd doctrine they had never heard of. Miniaters 
take the Bible in a lump as divine; all between the 
lids of the book is equally the “word of God,” infal- 
lible, and miraculous. “He that believeth it shall 
be saved, and he that believeth it not shall be 
damned.” No amount of piety and morality can 
make up for not believing this,’ 

[ro BE CONTINUED. ] 
———— — 29 9———————— 

WE neglected to notice, in last week's issue, the receipt 
of the Califorriin for March. This represectative Pacific 
coast magazine improves each month ; and, though lacking 
the embellishments of the engraver, so conspicuous in some 
of our Eastern monthlies, the excellence of its literary mat- 
ter places it in the front rank. 

ee À  —— ———— 
Ong never Jo2es by doing a good turn, 
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Did He Rise? 


In a recent disccurse on the ‘ Resurrection," Rev. John 


Chadwick said : 
The four gospels are our principal ;authorities. 


more or less detail. 


sepulcher. 


Sunday morning, ** after the rising of the sun." 


rise, and John represents Mary Magdalene as coming alone, 
“early, while it was yet dark,” 


to the sepulcher would be all we couid infer. 
Matthew, in the prezence of Magdalene and tbe other Mary, 


ihere was a great earthquake caused by an angel who came 


and rolled away the stone of the sepulcher and sat on it, 


‘and for fear of him the keepers did shake and become as 
And the angel said unto the women, Fear ye 


dead men. 
not, for I know that ye eeek Jesus, who hath been crucified. 
He is not bere, for he is raised as he said," etc. 


resurrection, "The guard do not see it, nor the women. 
The angel informs them that it has already taken place. 


Again, this account, if true, would preclude the appearance 
of the risen Jesus to any one in Jerusalem. That God should 
send an angel to hasten the disciples to Galilee to meet 
Jesus there, and that afterward they should see him in 
Jerasalem, give God the appearance of a person who does 
not know his own mind, or the angel the appearance of not 
‘This story must hav been first current 
when an appearance in Jerusalem was no part of the 
But, from beginning to end, the story is a tissue 


being well informed. 


tradition. 


of improbabilitics, to use no stronger word. We hav au 


angel with his appearance like lightning, and his raiment 
white as snow. Now, an angl in a story is as sure proof | 


that the story is a legend as a trout jn the milk that tbe 
milk has suffered from adulteration. ‘ihe angel causes an 
«aribquake, A very little knowledge of the nature of 


an earthquake is tuffic'ent to discredit this one mentioned: 


only by Mattbew, among whose properties earthquakes par- 
ticularly abound. He introduces one at the moment of 
Jesus’ death, in the courge of which ''the graves were 
opened and many of the bodies of the saints which slept 
arose” and went int) Jerusalem, and were seen by many. 


But the other gospels do nit mention avy such occurrence, | 


although it is sufiiciently impressive for a passing word. 
The guard at the tomb is anothtr trait peculiar to the first 
gospel. lt was evidently placed there ideally to rebut any 
charge that the Fody of Jesus was secretly removed by his 
disciples, not actually to prevent auch removal. That Pilate 
would. detail a-Roman guurd -for such a purpose is incredi- 
ble; that the guard to pleaee the Sanhedrim would risk 
their lives by confessing they fell asleep is unspeakably 
absurd. The accousat in Matthew also suggests the ques- 
tion, What was the need of an earthquake to roll away the 
stone of the sepulcher when Jesus had already risen ? for it 
is 30 represented. — — 

Let us now consider the account of the resurrection in 
the second go pel. It is that after sunrise, Sunday morn- 
ing, Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of James and 
Bslome, went with spices to embalm the body of Jesus, and 
found the stone of the sepulcher rolled away, and entcring 
saw a young man sitting on the right side in a long, white 
garment, who spoke in terms very similar to those of the 
angel in Matthew. Here are several divergencies from ihe 
account in Matthew. There, an earthquake; here, none 
There, the stone rolled away after the arrival of the women; 
here, before. ‘here, the angel sitting on the stone ; here, 
in the sepulcher. There, they go and tell the disciples ; 
here, in flagrant disobedience to the angelic cc mmand, they 
tell no one. And with the assertion that they told no ne 
the second gospel properly ends ; for the concluding verses 
(9-20) are not found in the early MSS. These verses evi- 
dently embody an independent legend, more nearly allied 
to that of the fourth gospel than to the others. 

The account in Luke is different in several particulars 
from that of Matthew and Mark. It agrees with Mark in 
finding the stone removed. It adds Joanna to the two 
women of Matthew where Mark adds Salome, and it adds 
other women who are not specified. In place of the angel 
on the stone in Matihew, and the ** young man” in the sep- 
ulcherin Mark, we hav here two men in shining garments, 
who remind the women that Jesus had promised to rise 
again on the third day. And they remembered his words 
As if they could hav forgotten them if he had ever spoken 
Puch! The women g^ and tell the eleven all these things, 
And these words appeared to them an idle tale and they 
believed them not, Strange, if Jesus had indeed, as the 
Bynoptists tell, again and again foretold to them this resur- 
rection. 
or Mark that any one saw the resurrection, Perhaps the 
most important difference is that Galilee is no longer speci- 
fied, as in Matthew and Mark,as the place where Jesus will 
show himself to his disciples. The bearing of this differ- 
ence will be hereafter apparent. : 

So far in there lectures 1 hav made no use of the fewth 
gospel, for reasons given in my first lecture. lt is a pro- 
duction of the second century, and not like the sgynoptica, 
the result of traditional conglomeration, but a dogmatic 
treatise, in which everything is made. to serve the precon- 
ceived idea that Jesus was the Logos. But in its treatment 
of the resurrection it has the appearance of representing a 
more developed form of the legend. Mary Magdalene goes 
to the sepulcher alone and finds the stone rolled away. She 
runs and finds Peter and John, and these two run to the 
repulcher and find it empty. Not knowing the soriptures, 
that Jesus must rise from the dead, they go to their owa 


Drake Senker. d Sus 


The 
resurrection of Jesus is related in each one of these with 
Matthew represents Mary Magdalcne 
and the other Mary as going on S:turday evening to the 
Mark represents these and Salome as going early 
Luke in- 
creares the number of women and fixes the time before sun- 
Here, to begin with, is a 
certain amount of inconsistency, and, other things being 


equal, that one or more Women, at some time or other, went 
According to 


Here you 
will notice that there is no claim that anyone witnessed the 


J appearing to his disciples in Gslilee. 


It is not claimed here any more than in Matthew. 


homes. Strange again, if Jesus had foretold his resurrection 
go frcqueptly. Here again there is no claim that any one 
saw the resurrection. The disciples went to their own 
homes without any idea that such a thing had taken place. 
But when they had gone home, Mary Magdalene, whom 
they had left weeping. at the mouth of the tomb, looks in 
and sees two apgels sitting, one at the head, the other at the 
feet, where the body of Jesus lay, though a minute before 
the disciples had seen nothing but the grave-clothes. Then 
she sees Jesus, whom at first she mistakes for the gardener, 
and goes and tells the disciples that she has seen him. 
Here again there is no mention of Galilee, nor any promise 
of meeting the disciples anywhere—rather an implication 
that he will not do so.. That various meetings are narrated 
further on points to the fact that the account in the fourth 
gospel is àn incongruous jumble of various legends. 


And now let us consider the different statements in regard 
to the appearance of Jesus to different persons after his res- 
urrection, Oae of the most interesting of these statements 
is that relating to ‘‘the walk to Emmaus.” This statement 
isin Luke. Two disciples—none of the twelve—were walk- 
ing toward Emmaus, a village seven or eight miles from 
Jerusalem. They are joined by a person whom they do not 
recognize, who expounds to them the scriptures concerning 
the death and resurrection of Jesus. Afterward, while eat. 
ing with them, he takes bread, breaks it, and givs thanks. 
Then they recognize Jesus, and he vanishes from their sight. 
Beautiful as it is, the legendary character of this story 
should be apparent to the dullest sense. 

No such village as Emmaus can be identified within seven 
or eight miles from Jerusalem. A village of similar name 
in Galilee suggests that this account orignally belonged to 
the circle of tradition which represented Jesus as first 


We hav here a Jesus who is not recognized, although he 
is corporea] enough to eat food, while he is at the same time 
a phantom who »ppears and vanishes like a Haneric deity. 
It is said that the disciples, returning to Jerusalem, found 
the eleven, and were told that Jesus “ was raised, and was 
seeu by Simon.” Of this appearance there is no other men- 
tion, and the statement by itself can hav no evidential value, 
The two from Enmaus are still taiking with the eleven, 
when Jesus stands in their midst. They are affrighted and 
think they see a spirit. But he bids them handle him, teli- 
ing them ‘‘aspirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me 
baving." Then he appeases his hunger with broiled fish 
and honeycomb,  Eojoining on them to remain in Jerusa- 
lem he Jeads them out toward Bethany, and while in the 
act of blessing them he is taken egiin to heaven. Here 
ugain we hav a person who is by turns a phantom and a 
substantial personality. This statement you will see pre- 
eludes any appearance in Galilee and fizos the oceasion on 
the day of the resurrection. The account in John is evi- 
dently a developed form of this in Luke. Oa the day of, 
the resurrection the disciples are sitliog with fastened doors | 
when suddenly Jceus appears among them and proceeds to 
offer evidence of his corporeality. Eight days later he ap- 
pears again to confirm the faith of Thomas, who must feel 
the nail prints and put his hasd iuto his wounded side be- 
fore be can believe. The divergence of this account from 
that of Luke is pslpable enough. Io Luke the ascension is 
on the day of the resurrection. Here Jesus is corporeally 
present eight days liter—corporcal and yet capable of “ap: 


‘ordinary event as the resurrection is more remarkable and 
unusual than any ordinary event? Hav we fifteen or 
twenty billion times as much evidence as we hav for Jesus’ 
death ? On the contrary, we hav not so much. This was 
jn the course of nature. All the accounts agree concerning 
the manner of it. But here no single account is self- 
consistent or agrees with auy other. The different accounts 
are self-destructive and mutually so. They agree in hardly 
a single particular. They differ in particulars of the first 
importance. Here the appearance of the risen Jesus is 
placed in Galilee ; then in direct contravention of his own 
assertions, in Jerusalem. 

But we are told that where there is so much smoke 
there must be some fire; that where there is so much belief, 
something happened, something must hav happened, if not 
the physical resurrection, then something else. Agrecd, and 
still the something that occurred may hav been a very 
modest something which gradually, through various pro- 
cesses of accretion, attained to a considerable bulk. It is 
not necessary to suppose that the tradition of the New 
Testament was the result of any one event.  D.fferent 
parts of it we can trace to different sources. One part is the 
reflection of the Old Testament texts; another of actual 
sayings of Jesus sadly misunderstood ; another of uncon- 
scious exaggeration ; another of the more or less conscious 
endeavor to harmonize incongruous elements. Beside all 
these sources of the tradition was there something more ? 
I am inclined to answer, Yes. What was it? Many haw 
said it was the resurrection of Jesus from apparent death,. 
and they hav argued their case With a great deal of ingenu- 
ity. Even our dear friend, Dr. Furniss, is inclined to this: 
idea in its most poetic form. Of course such a resuscitation 
would hav no theological significance, It would be no 
crowning miracle at al. It would neither vindicate the: 
Messianic idea of Jesus nor our personal immortality. Still,. 
if it were a fact it would be worth while to know it, painful: 
and barren as it would be. But the evidence for such a. 
fact, though it would be the immediate inference from any: 
certainty that Jesus was seen alive after his burial, is wholly 
insullicient." What is ivfinitcly more likely is that there was. 
some visionary experience arising from the intensely excited 
condition of the disciples' minds after the death of their 
great teacher. 

Further illustrating this point, Mr. Chadwick then con- 
tinued: The indications are that the original tradition . 
embodied the Gslilean appearance; that all the rest ig 
subsequent accretion and embellishment. The indications 
also are that the original tradition did not inciude any stay 
upon the earib, if any physical resurrection. It was the 
glorified Jesus who was seen. Soin the original tradition: 
there was no ascension. The resurrection and ascension. 
were one and the same thing. Tais ie Panl’s thought as. 
well. Though he has much to say about the resurrection, 
he has not a word concerning any ascension or any period 
of physical life upon the earth after the resurrection. 

The spesker concluded: There was another burial of 
Jesua than that in the reck-hewn sepulcher; it was in & 
tomb where thousands were aiready buried, buried alive 
under the forms and ceremonies of an effete religion. And 
from this burial there was, indeed, no resurrection. Ik wag - 
an ideal resurrection. 

—— 4 9——— ———— 


peariag " in a room whose doors were fastened. Subsequent: 
appearances of Jesus are rp:esenied in the Jast chapter of | 
John, but this chapter formed no part of tue original gos- 
pel Suill it is interesting as showing how the legend grew 
more and more grossly extravagant as time went on. 
Rzturning to the first gospel, we find there an account of 
an appearance of Jesus to his disciples in Galilee. The 
undoubted force of this tradition is that Jisus had not ap- 


pearcd in Jerusslem and did not appear afterward. Of the 
ascension theie is no account whatever, 
And now a word in regard to tbe ascension. Matihew 


does, not mention it, and Mark is equally silent, Butin the 
appendix to this gospel it is suid that * he was taken up into 
heaven and sat on the right hand of God." John sgain is 
silent, Bo then we hav three gospels out of four making 
no final disposition of the risen Jesus. Had he come to life 
only to die again, and that immediately—the death of ordi- 
nary men? Why no mention of this? Did he remain 
living for some time longer? Wad he then become so 
insignificant that he deserved no further mention ? Mat. 


thew, Mark, and John leave us entirely in the dark con- 


cerning all these things. But Luke is the gospel of the 
occasion, And, as we hav seen, he fixes this on the day of 
the resurrection, But the author of Luke is also the author 
of Acts. 

In Acts also there is an account of the ascension, But 
here it is said that it was not till forty days after the regur- 
rection. When a writer contradicts himself in this aston- 
ishing fashion, what reliance can we place in anything he 
says? Avd yet Luke wrote his gospel, as he tells us, after 
many had taken in hand a similar task, and tells us that it 
is a record of the things that were most certainly believed 
“among the early Christians.” How certainly we may 
judge from the fact that ten years later, writing the book of 
Acts, he changes the ascension from the first day 1o the 
fortieth after the resurrection. Could we hav any better 
evidence of the uureliableness of the tradition, or of the ab- 
solutely uvcrilical nature of the evangelist’s method of re- 
search? When a writer contradicts himself in this fashion 
without a word of apology or explanation, what contradic- 
tions may we not expect from different writers, and what a 
quicksand must be the entire New Testament’s account of 
both resurrection and ascension ? 

Having received the testimony of the gospels to the resur- 
rection, in almost every particular, what isthe net result? 
Do we find that this testimony is much more complete asd 


satisfactory thau the testimopy which we require for any 


Spiritualism aud Materialism. 


To tug EprroR or Tee TnovH SEEKER, Sir: To 
Strangers like myself in the literary and scientific field, the: 
pro and con of Spiritualism and Materialism are more or 
less problematical, henc: the disposition to solve them with- 
in or without the bouads of physical demonstration ig 
becoming more generally manifest. Friends on the right, 
friends on the left, cause me to throwin the face of your 
more cwitured correspondents the following irquiries cone 
tained in a letter by a lady to me, which sounds like truth 
seeking. She says: “I hav acquaintances that call them- 
selves Spiritualists, who are more Materialistic than I myself: 
can be. I hav read Tus TRUTH SEEKER you sent me, and: 
if I knew the difference between the two characteristic: 
writers thereof doubtless it would be most adapted to my: 
faculties that seek wisdom and understanding of truth, but. 
, Whereas, now they seem to start out together from the same 
standpoint, I am led to admire them equally, while evident- 

ily there should be a choice. I wish you to favor me witha 
line of discrimination between the incomparable twain. 
'" Yours inthe bonds of truth, Mınerva.” 


Auswering according to my understanding, I made the 
following statements, viz., that Spiritualists believed the: 
invisible spirit to be the man, and that Materialists believed 
the outward visible body to be the man, hence the one is a 
' livionist, the other au oblivionist; In conclusion, I observe: 
ithe same difference existed between the two first perfect 
symbols recorded of the history of progressive man, Adam. 
and Eve, since which time traces of the two forces, nega- 
tive and positive, are clearly to be seen in all generations, 
thus the great events including births, deaths, etc., in fami- 
,lies and nations is now, and ever shall be a repetition of 
, biblical history, without its pervertion, and that theolo- 

giang, regardless of the law of the universe, hav so materi- 
alized the force thereof that we are now bordering on a pre- 
,adamic state, hoping und waiting fora clear manifestation 
i of the evolving forces which will create anew both heaven 
and earth. CHARLES PARRY. 

| Bemis Hights, March 8, 1880. 
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; Tue Celestial City iu the name of a new Spirituglistic 
paper published in Brooklyn. n spite of its name it seams 
to attend to the things of this world. 


ONE opnge of discretion js worth a 


pound of wit, 
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A Card from Mr. Dodd to Mrs, Slenker, 


Mns. E. D. SLENKER: The New York Observer suggests: 
“The proceeds of Robert Ingersoll’s lecture on Paine 
($1,500) are to be applied to the erection of a monument to 
the memory of the author of the ‘Age of Reason.’ We 
submit the following as & just and appropriate epitaph: 


“To the memory of 
The man of whom Jobn Adams, 
President of the United States, 
Recorded this opinion: 
* Worthless, unprincipled, profi’ gate, 
Blackguard Paine;’ 
The man who wrote a letter to 
GEORGE WASHINGTON, 
And thus addressed the Father of his Country: 
‘Treacherous in private friendship and a hypocrite in 
public life, the wozld will be puzzled to decide whether you 
are an apostate or an impostor.’ ” 


Friend, how do you like this opinion of Thomas Paine? 
Look at his expression to Washington. I hav no confi- 
dence in Paine, and about as little in Colonel Ingersoll, I 
do not believe either to be honest, and hav good reason for 
it; and B. F. Underwood is, I think, no better. Under- 
wood said at Leesville, Ohio (one who heard told me), that 
he would not advise anyone to believe as he, but he lectured 
to make money. Ingersoll chokes, jokes, and sneers at the 
ravages of Christianity and charges $200 a night for one 
lecture, while he knows men too poor to buy their wives 
decent clothes pay him $1 to hear him mock the Savior and 
blaspheme God Almighty. We must all giv an account in 
the day of judgment, Be warned! J. H. Dopp. 


REPLY TO THE CARD OF J. H, DODD.—PART I. 


If John Adams did call Mr. Paine by those slanderous 
epithets, it is no proof they were deserved by him. Adams 
was one of Paine’s warmest friends and greatest admirers, 
and said, ‘Even Washington's sword would hav been 
wielded in vain if not supported by the pen of Paine.” -I 


` think, considering the light of the age, it is about time 


Christians stopped repeating old scurrilous epithets and 
tales about so good a man as Thomas Paine; a man who 
lived an industrious, useful, and moral life, and whose sole 
aim was to do good to his fellow-men. He gave to the 
world grand and noble truths, many of which it is not even 
yet prepared to receive. : 

It makes a great deal of difference ‘‘ whose ox is gored ” 
in a religious controversy as well as in any other, and the 
t‘ myth-mongering sky-pilots," fretting and fuming over the 
hard rubs Freethinkers are giving to their God, Christ, and 
Ghost, think nothing can be too hard to say against an 
Infidel patriot and philosopher. They forget that these 
men hav friends who admire, love, respect, and honor their 
memory, and to. whom each foul epithet is as a stinging 
wound from a sharp, two-edged sword. They find them- 
selves hard up for arguments to controvert the opinions of 
the dead heroes they would fain disgrace, and so content 


thomschves with desperate 6ITOTU VO Diucken thelr moral |" 


character, 

** An ounce of principle is worth a ton of creeds and cate- 
chism.” Paine had the principle, and his slanderers hav 
the creed and catechism. But if the brave old patriot was 
alive they would.not dare to repeat these vile tales about 
him, for they well know his sharp, incisive, telling words 
would render innoxious every falsehood they could invent. 
And if some ignorant coward, who was too contemptible to 
be worthy of notice, did venture to attack his reputation, it 
would be because he knew the man was too great, noble, 
and magnanimous to seek revenge. 

The priests call Infidels like Paine and Ingersoll ‘bad 
and wicked sinners,” but they know as well as we do that 
they are not bad men, They know that if Infidels were 
bad, wicked, mean, and vile, they would be full of revenge 
and retaliation, and would turn upon the {miscreants who 
slander their dead and living friends as well as themselves, 
and they would burn and destroy every church in the land, 
and perhaps murder every preacher. But they feel in their 
hearts that the men they defame and decry are really noble, 
true, good, Charitable, and long-suffering. They know that 
if there is a bad, revengeful, lying, cheating, hypocrite in 
any place he ia sure to be a church-member, and one, too, 
that they dare not offend, lest he seek revenge and burn and 
destroy their property or otherwise injure them ; so they 
carefully cover up their sins and help to prop and boost up 
the sinner into a respectable position in society. 

. A pious, canting, psalm-singing, fulminator of foul epi- 
thets is hardly worth noticing, and I generally pass them 
quietly by; but there is a point when ''forbearance ceases 
to be a virtue," and justice and truth deraand aggressive 
warfare, and bence my reply to thy card of contumely 
against three great, true, honest, moral, and useful men— 
Paine, Ingersoll, and Underwood; and while owning that 
these ‘‘ mighty men of renown” may hav each made a few 
mistakes, I will defy them to point out among dead or living 
Christians three noted pious preachers who hav been morally 
better, mentally wiser, or practically of more use to the 
world, There hav been more good things said about 
Thomas Paine during the few weeks that hav passed since 
the last celebration of his birthday than were said about 
your hybrid man-god, Christ Jesus, for five hundred years 
after his reputed birthday. Christians seem to hava hered- 
itary mania for calling foul names when they attack Infidels. 


“While we think your Jesus had many very objectionable 


qualities, we do not call him a ‘‘ worthless, unprincipled, 
profligate, and blackguard,” nor, should we hav ever cared 
to take issue With his doctrines had he not been held up as 
a god and savior, and a perfect leader and true guide. As 
it ig we are compelled to show that he is only mortal and 
fallible, though we do giv him credit for many wise and 
good utterances, while we deny that he originated them. 
But in epeaking of our guides and leaders, Christians seem 
to feel that the Euglish language is too poor to furnish them 
with sufficiently strong and opprobrious epithets with which 
to denounce them, Whenever some Pious fanatic rung over 


of the president will be lost in the glory of the savior of the 
ages, If Paine felt that he owned a truth the world needed: 
he did not pause and hesitate and wonder if it would be 
politic to utter it, but he braved all and dared all and hesi- 
tated not to call even Washington an impostor when he 
found him recreant to hoaor and principle as well as the 
claims of friendship; and to all such time-serving bypo- 
crites would I too say in the words of the poet: 


with holy zeal for the good of the chutch, and wants to 
Create a sensation, and spit out some of the sentiments of 
the 109th psalm (and no popish bull of excommunication 
ever exceeded in heinous virulence this delectable bit of 
“inspired” malignity), he generally selects for his text some 
Iofidel, or Infidels in general, and sails in regardless of truth, 
fact, or reason. It is so easy to fight imaginary enemies ; 
they will never strike back, you know; they are not able to 
contradict or show up the false malignity of the accusation. 
Safe in the ‘‘coward’s castle” (the pulpit or the newspaper), 
the Christian goes on age after age mouthing over the old 
slanders and inventing new ones till the world sickens at 
the nauseous draught, and longs for something purer, 
higher, and more ennobling, It is coming, too, on wings 
of the wind from the North and the S3utb, the East and 
the West. Hark to the. joyful strains from thousands and 
hundreds of thousands of ransomed minds freed from |. 
superstition’s thrall! National Liberal Leagues are spring. 
iug up by the hundreds all over our broad Jand, and each 
League will soon hav its organ through which to voice its 
thrilling utterances to the world. The total separation of 
church and state will place the great mogul of Christian 
belief on a perfect level (so far as the law is concerned) With 
the petty chieftain of the followers of Mumbo Jumbo. 
** Equal rights for all !" is the watchword of the brave and 
the true. è - 
“Go, chain the swift- winged filght of Time, bid fleeting moments 
pause, 
And from the face of Nature blot the impress of her laws ; 
Go, picture frightful devils, or build a horrid hell, 
Where angry gods in fiery hate their bitterest curses tell. 
Go, change a vice to virtue, make truth and falsehood one; 
Thou canst not chain a manly soul or still à manly tongue, 


My scorn upon th:e, coward slave! in freedom raise thy head, 
The noblest truth is valueless while it remains unsaid.” 


Snouville, Va., Mar. 21, 1880. ELMINA D, SLENKER. 


A 


Shame, coward! sell thy manhood for paltry sums of gold, 

And, for the sake of publie smiles, leave noble thoughts untold! 

Must freedom veil her godly form, and virtue blush for shame. 

And great thoughts kindling in the soul be silenced foraname? , 

None but a coward slave will bow at superstition's nod, 

And leave a monstrous lie uneursed, though sanctioned by a 
God.” 


Snowrille, Va. ErwiNA D. SLENKER. 


Liberalism Triumphant. 


To TuE Eprron or Tue Trura BEExER, Sir. Iam 
now in the field, with my sails unfurled, and everywhere I 
go I find the fires of truth are kindling up. Liberalism ia 
taking root very rapidly in Indiana. I hav found Liberals 
already organized in several places where I hav been. At 
this place they are preparing to organize. I hav received 
many Calls to lecture from every direction, and receive many 
encouraging words and evidences that my lectures are 
highly appreciated. My vocal organs were somewhat im- 
paired at first by a bronchial affection. But the difficulty 
has at last almost vanished, so that I am now able to make 
myself clearly understood by ail. 

From this place I go north to Peru, Rochester, Plymouth, 
and Walkerton ; thence eastward to Rome City, Ligonier, 
Auburn, etc. I shall probably visit Waterloo, Angola, and 
other points in the northeastern end of the state. 

Walton, Indiana. KERSEY GRAVES. 


REPLY TO THE DODD CARD.—PART. 2. 


As to the letter Paine wrote Washington, I hav it embod- 
ied in his life and also others explanatory of the reasons 
why Paine used such strong language concerning the Presi- 
dent. Few men hav the moral courage to speak the truth 
about a man who isin high position and enjoys the extreme 
of popular favor when the truth is derogatory to the char- 
acter of the world's idol. Paine was an hon:st man and a 
truly conscientious one. He had labored with Washington 
for the freedom of America and had been one of the main 
instrumentalities in effecting the great revolution of public 
sentiment and the consequent election of Washington to 
the Presidency. The two men had been also warm per- 
sons! friends, at least Paine felt real friendship for Wash- 
ington, and the latter pretended to return the feeling, 
though Paine afterwards discovered what most of Wash- 
ington’s intimates found out. namely. that thia greatly-over- 
lauded “ Father of his country" was incapable of a real 
friendship for any one and was regarded by those who 
knew him best as entirely devoid of.sympathetic feelings ! 
He was cold, calculating, ambitious, and vain, 

After the Revolution in America Washington remained 
at home receiving the adulation and homage, flattery and 
worship of his people, while Paine ''ventured into new 
scenes of difficulty to extend the principles which that 
Revolution had produced." He preached the principles 
that Washington fought for here, in France, and at last, 
simply on the plea of being born an Eaglishman, he was— 
with all persons then in France who were of English birth 
—imprisoned, and he laid for long weary taonths in jail, 
and Weshington made no effort to release him or to hav 
justice done him. There was some effort made by Con- 
gress, but as he was not decided to be an American citizen 
it failed. James Monroe said to Paine on that occasion, 
“ By being with us through the Revolution you are of our 
country as absolutely as if you had been born there and 
you are no more of England than every American is." I 
could fill pages with the ungrateful conduct of Washing- 
ton towards one who had done far more for American lib- 
erty than himself. But it is sufficient to hav shown that 
though the language of Paine in the quoted sentence of thy 
eard is strong, indignant, and emphatic, it is, every word 
of it, merited and deserved ! 

Washington has been almost as greatly overrated ‘as 
Paine has been underrated. The faults, imperfections, and 
errors of the one hav been carefully covered up by his 
friends and quietly tabooed by his enemies (save when jus- 
tice to some standard hero demanded exposure), while the 
memory of the other has been systematically defamed, in- 
sulted, and maligned by every one who wished to show the 
evil effects of speaking plain truths about the unbelievable 
creeds and dogmas of superstitious beliefs. I would to-day 
rather hav been Thomas Paine than either John Adams or 
George Washington! I would sooner risk my soul's salva- 
tion (if I had one) upon the real merits of the latter than 
the combined virtues of both the others! Paine was a man 
of real heart and genuine principle. He sought not for 
honor, fame, power, or,wealth; he only strove to do good. 
He looked along down through the coming ages and saw 
the needs of his race, and sought tg prepare,a way for their 
salvation from the tyranny of kings and the still greater 
tyranny of priests. Oace when writing on the fall of em- 
pires and extinction of the ancient world he said: 


Christianity and Science. 


To TRE EDITOR or Tas TRUTH SSEKER, Sir: These two 
items hav always been pretty distioctly separated until 
lately. From Hypatia to Galileo, and from both down to 
Bennett, Christianity persecuted but never adopted science. 
Would you believe it possible that out here in Iowa the 
old persecutor has taken to science suddenly, nay, enthusi- ' 
astically ? As an old farmer of this neighborhood rc- 
marked when he seceded from the church, ‘The saints 
wil bear watching.” If there was a large spot on the 
sun's disk, every paper would comment on it, <A large 
spot on the fair face of science, amounting almost to au 
eclipse in this locality, and no ono notices the phe- 
nomenon, This ominous and extraordinary amalgamation 
of science and Christianity seems to hav beguu recently 
in Des Moines, Iowa, and is fast oxtendiag in a large radius 
from there. Lectures on science and under the auspices 
of the Young Men's Christian Assooiation wonld at firat 
view seem like progression; but really such sudden convor- 
sions a8 we witness of individuals into the church, and now 
of a whole church converted to science are too abrupt almost 
for belief. Among the first of these religio-scientific lec- 
tures palronized by the Young Men’s Christian Association 
was one on geology which, as they advertise, has been received 
with great zest in the churches of Iowa, Minnesota, and 
Nebraska, as also im the Sunday-schools, etc. They also 
publish a ‘* Zoic calendar of creation.” But, alas! “Tne 
trail of the serpent is over it all.” "They borrow from 
Agazzis, Huxley, Haeckel, Dana, etc., and m:ke a chart of 
strata, and of animals from Zoolites up to man. They hav 
eclipsed their great authorities, who only arrived at the 
"age of man." The Young Men's Christian Association 
hav put in their chart, ‘‘ Age of angels.”  Letnoonecallthe 
church behind science. I herewith inclose a specimen of 
their calendar topped out with ‘‘Angels.” Should I be so 
fortunate as to capture any of the new devel’ pments they 
call angels, I will either box them up or cage them, or bot- 
tle them, as the case may need, and forward them for your 
inspection by express, C. O, D. 

Christianity has üntil recently stoutly maintained that tha 
duration of the earth and mau was only for a period of 0,000 
years, and then abruptly turns round and indorses a chart 
which says the earth was 375,000,000 years in cooling to fit 
it for vegetation and animal life, and that man is much 
more ancient than any Bible record allows, 

I would suggest to Christianity a means by which her 
fabled angels might not be so wholly fictitious. -Cease to 
persecute and imprison for an opinion, as all are liable to 
error. Practice the golden rule you borrowed from Cortu- 
cius, ‘Do as you would be done by.” Let not your love to 
God be so energetic as to extinguish philanthropy, And 
thus would your future ‘‘angels” become solid, sensible 
angels of light. But your sad record of the past has been 
full of bigotry aad superstition, and predaced chiefly angela 
of darkness, ergo, demons of cruelty and illiberality, 

Osceola, Towa, March 17, 1880. F. J. Emany. 


or Oo ——————— 
Reply to “Student.” 


To THE EDITOR or Tax TRUTH BERKER, Sir: A writer 
in a recent issue of your paper, signing himself « Student,’ 
saya that he fouod in the “ Bible of Bibles," in the chapter 
on Contradictions, out of forty-eight texts or parts of texta 
quoted, that thirty were “verbally incorrect.” I will in- 
form Mr. Student that if he had turned to page 440 of the 
* Bible of Bibles" he would hav found a full explanation 
of this matter. They are designedly made “ verbally incor- 
rect," because if they had not been thus abridged, the chap 
ter on Contradigtions would hav occupied nearly a hundred, 
pages of the book. I studied condeusation as an art. 


KERSEY GRAYES, 


— 9 À————M 


OPPORTUNITIEA neglected are irrecoverable, 


** A thousand years hence, perhaps in less, America may 
be what England now is. The innocence of her char- 
acter, that won the hearts of all nations in her favor, may 
sound like a romance, and her inimitable virtue as if it had 
never been. The ruins of that liberty, which thousands 
bled to obtain, may just furnish materials for a village tale 
or extort a sigh from rustic sensibility, while the fashiona- 
bles of that day, enveloped in dissipation, shall deride the 
principle and deny the fact.” 


Paine wrought for ages; Washington labored foz the glory 
of the present and the popularity of the hour, The fame 
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"What the Chureh Believes and Confesses, with 
Iuquiries Concerning It. 
BY DR. E. B. WHEELOCK. 


The holy Catholic, apostolic, Roman church believes and 
Confesses that there is one true and living God, Creator and 
Lord of heaven and earth, almighty, eternal, immense, 
incomprehensible, infinite in understanding aud will and in 
all perfection; who, being a spiritual substance, one, single, 
absolutely simple and unchangeable, must be held to be, in 
reality and essence, distinct from the world, in himself and 
of himself perfectly happy, and unspeakably exalted above 
all things that are or can be conceived besides himself. 

This one only true God, of his own goodness and almighty 
power, not to increase his own happiness, nor to acquire 
for himself perfection, but in order to manifest the same by 
means of the good things which he imparts to creatures, 
did, of his own most free counsel, ‘from the beginning of 
time, make alike out of nothing two created natures, a 
spiritual one and a corporeal one, the angelic, to wit, and 
the earthly; and afterward he made the human nature, as 
partaking of both, being composed of spirit and body" 
(Fourth Lateran Council, chaper 1; Firmiier). Moreover, 
God, by his providence, protects and governs all things 
which he has made, reaching from end to end mightily, and 
ordering all things sweetly. (Wisdom viti, 1.) For all 
things are naked and open to his eyes (Hebrew iv, 13), even 
those which are to come to pass by the free action of 
creatures, 

QUERIES. 


1. Where did this ** one true and living God” reside be- 
fore the creation of either heaven or earth or anything else? 

9. If God is “infinite in understanding, in his will, in his 
perfection," please tell us from whence came the wrongs, 
the mistakes, which the church laments 80 much about? or 
how the possibility that either can exist? 

8. If God is ‘spiritual substance, unchangeable, perfectly 
happy,” I would ask, what effect, if any, can human 
wrongs, or wars, or persecutions, or human misery, or non- 
repentance, or non-conversion, hav upon an infinite ‘‘ spir- 
itual substance " of perfect happiness? 

4, To affirm that this ‘‘spiritual substance ” exists *' dis- 
tinct from matter” or somewhere outside of matter, where 
is its infinitude? and what use has the church for the two 
words omniscience and omnipresence when applied to God? 

b. If from the “ beginning of time” this ** infinite spirit- 
ual substance” made alike out of nothing two created 
natures, one spiritual, the other corporeal, I would inquire 
how much spiritual nothing and of corporeal nothing it 
would reasonably require to make a respectable little eye 
for a common gnat, saying nothipg of his spiritual part? 

6. If nothing has become something from or since the 
_ ‘Cheginning. of time,” L'wonld ask what there was before 
time was? Or did both hav a beginning out of nothing at 
a time when there was no time? And if in the future there 
should be a time when time shall be no longer, what then? 

7. “ Moreover, God, by his providence, protects and 
governs all things which he has made, reaching from end 
toend mightily, and ordering ail things sweetly.” Will the 
holy churcb, or any one else, please tell us how infinitude 
can hav two ends? And if it so be, where shall we direct 
our eye-glasses in order to find either of them? 

8. If God is infinite in understanding, and governs all 
things, how is it that so many things are said to be wrong, 
out of place, requiring constant fixing and perpetual preach- 
ing to keep all things right? 

9. If God is perfectly happy, and orders all things 
“ sweetly,” how is it that so much acid finds its way both 
within and without the infallible church and everywhere 
else? 

10, Would it be heresy should any affirm that some things 
among the ‘‘all things " are not governed at all, but come 
by accident and are only chance results, causing sin and 
death, both temporal and spiritual], unexpectedly? 


11. If all things are open and naked to the eyes of God, I 
would inquire if the plural number of two eyes would be 
sufficient to look in all directions at one and the same time 
so as to see and to govern without mistake all things 
gweetly? Í 

19. Admitting that this incomprehensible spiritual gub- 
stance sees absolutely even those things which are to come 
to pass by the free action of creatures, must he not see some 
most wonderful thiugs long, long beforehand? And why 
should he not, when he orders all things sweetly? Now 
tell us from whence came sin. 

18. Please take notice. If each free action of creatures 
is seen before it comes to pass, and if, by accident, the 
creature should fail to come to time, and the foreseen thing 
should not come to pass, would the fault be in the seeing or 
in the free action of the creature who failed to be there just 
at that time? s 

14. If evil really exists while God orders all things. 
sweetly and sees all things before they come to pass, then 
from whence comes the evil, and whose fault is it? Is God 
able to abolish it? If not, is he all-powerful? Is he willing 
to abolish it? If not, is he infinite in goodness? 

15. Is it compatible with infinite wisdom and goodness 
that evil should exist? If so, then why, or how, can it be 
evil? If not compatible, then where is infinite goodness 
and God's aimightiness in permitting it to be? And how is 
it, then, that he orders all things sweetly? 

16. The Theism of Rome has seen its best days, The 
God-idea of the Jews is also fast changing and will soon 
become obsolete. The grander thoughts of Bruno and 
Spinoza are now fast taking their place. Subscriptions 
from nearly every part of Europe hav been sent to proper 
committees in order to raise a statue of Giordano Bruno in 
Rome on the spot where he was burned in 1600 for publish- 
ing his advanced ideas of God, This grand idea was this: 


The Truth Seeker, April 3, 1886. 


‘That the universe itself, with all its manifold unfold- 
ments, was simply an expression of God himself, and hence 
divine." Spinoza, Descartes, and the German schools of 
modern philosophy followed closely in the same paths of 
investigation, thus showing that Bruno left his mark in the 
world of thought, which, in due time, wil! become the God- 
idea of mankind. 

17. Why did notthe Roman church follow the example 
of their own conceptions of God and sweetly order 
that Bruno might liv? But Bruno is not dead. The uni- 
verse is divine, and in it is Bruno still. It is with pleasure 
Iwrite his name. His spirit identity can never be lost; 
that is, in my opinion. If we will study Bruno or Thomas 


Paine, we will study the deific laws of man’s immortality. . 


Law is Jaw, church or no church, faith or no faith. Re- 
move-the rubbish from the unfolding temple of man and it 
will stand in beauty amid the flower-gardens of & future 
immortal summer land. 5 

——— 


The Taxation of Church Property, Ministers 
of the Gospel, and Priests. 


To THE EDITOR or TRE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Allow me 
to say something more on the subject of your leading edi- 
torial of this date, entitled ** A Step Forward,” Surely the 
friends of state secularization of New York state hav cause 
to be encouraged at the result of their labors during the past 
two years, The legislative committee on the revision of the 
tax laws hav, as you say, reported in favor of a modification 
of the present church exemption laws, so that all the prop- 
erty owned by any one church exceeding the value of ten 
thousand dollars shall hereafter be taxed; and further— 
which is a real reform—that the laws now exempting every 
minister of the gospel and every priest from taxation, in the 
gum of fifteen hundred dollars, shall be entirely repealed. 
This report of the committee is a great victory, whether the 
legislature sanctions it by puttiag it into law or not. And 
what has been done to bring this about ? 

November 28, 1879, Mr. P. Himrod, of Lyons, Kansas, 
wrote to me insisting that if Liberals ever accomplished 
anything they must take up one practical thing at a time, 
and work at that until it was realized. And he gave it as 
his opinion that the subject of church taxation was the 
most feasible one for Liberals at that time to engage in. 
This was his language: ‘My plan would be to attack the 
most vulnerable point first ; devote all the power and means 
at your command to the carrying out of one work. If you 
can win at one point tbe citadel will eventually fall. The 
best chance I think is the taxation of church property." 

Mr. Himrod then said if I approved of his plan, and 
would select a state where, in my opinion, the chances of 
success were the best, he would invest ten dollars in the 
undertaking. I selected the state of New YOrk, aud bro. 
Himrod forwarded me the ten dollars. With this money I 
got a thousand or more blank headings printed, and some 
Circulars, and sent them cut over the state. Mr. Bennett 
kindly sent me his list of subscribers for this state, to each 
of whom I sent a copy; and most of the Liberal papers out- 
side of the state also helped the movement. THE TRUTH 
SmEKER also published a form of petition, and the result 
was that from the city of New York some twenty thousand 
names went up to the Legislature at one time, and in all I 
sent in about that number that was forwarded to me from 
friends throughout the state, Some forty thousand voters, 
therefore, asked, by petition, to hav these exemption laws 
repealed, and thousands of letters were written by Liberals 
to their representatives in Albany urging the question upon 
their consideration. 

Much credit is due to the Hon. George E. Williams, a 
Liberalist and Spiritualist, elected last year to the Assembly 
from Fulton, Oswego county, by the Greenback party, for 
what he did for the movement in the ‘last Legislature. He 
presented all the petitions, introduced an act to repeal these 
exemplion laws, and made a speech in favor of his bill. 

The present winter the Hon. Charles S. Baker, from 
Rochester, in the Assembly, has introduced a similar bill, 
and he writes me that he will present all petitions in its 
favor that are sent him. Our energetic Rochester Liberal 
League, of which Amy Post is president, claims to hav 
done something towards securing the election of so good a 
representative as Mr. Baker has proved himself to be. 1 
also learn that the Hon. Thomas G, Alvord, of the Assembly, 
from Syracuse, has introduced a bill something like the one 
recommended by the committee on tax revision. 

If space will allow I would like to mention the names of 
some of the good workers in the state who secured long 
lists of names to petitions. Bro. James Johnson, of Wol- 
cott, under the inspiration of our venerable and worthy 
friend, Samuel Cosad, procured the longest list, some one 
thousand names. The next longest list was gent in by Alex- 
ander C. Darthitt, of Jamestown—about six hundred names. 
Mr. C. E. Colburn, of Albion, procured four hundred and 
forty-two names, and many others sent petitions containing 
over two hundred names. In fact, the Liberals of the state 
everywhere took hold of the work in good earnest, and 
made a grand beginnthg by sending in to the Legislature, as 
above stated, over forty thousand names, 

How much has been done this winter I am not prepared 
tosay. Edgar M. Sellon, of Buffalo, has sent in a number 
of thousand names. I hav sent ina few, but I judge that 
most persons who hav obtained names this winter hav sent 
them directly to their representative in the Legislature; and 
I am inclined to think that the best way. But I fear after 
all this labor even this partial bill will not pass the Legisla- 
ture; but whether it does or not there will be work to be 
done next year, for if this bill passes it leaves a great injus- 
tice standing on our statute books. What right has the 
Legislature to exempt a dollar of church property? As 
Col. Ingersoll says, **If any property is to be exempted [et 
it be the homeg of widows and orphans, not our rich, aris- 


tocratic churches, where superstition is taught.” And if this 
does not pass next year we must redouble our exertions. 

I was much pleased with an article published in Tar 
TRUTH SEEKER a few weeks since on this subject from the 
pen of B. F. Babbitt, the active secretary of Hume League, 
No. 109. If we only had one hundred more auxiliary Lib- 
eral Leagues in this state that were alive and in earnest, we 
could soon make the politicians respect our petitions. This 
“Step Forward” is encouraging, but let us all resolve that 
we will hav a longer stride next time. H. L. Green. 

Salamanca, N. Y., March 20, 1880. 


Wby Don't God Kill the Devil? 


BY M. BABCOCK, 


Why don't God kill the devil ? Now, this is a fair ques- 
tion, and it seems strange that the good man, who, from his 
little pulpit, is so willing to tell us all about the devil and 
the great mischief that he is continually doing, never will 
tell us why the devil was created or why he is permitted to 
liv. It would seem from what they tel] us that there is a 
great conflict going on between God and the devil as to 
which one shall get most of the human family; and I am 
sorry to say that judging from the most recent advices his 
satanic majesty is far ahead in the contest. 

We are told that at the outset the devil had it all his own 
way, for God, having damned the whole human family on 
account of the transgression of a man and woman whom 
he himself had made, gave them over to the devil as being 
unworthy of heaven; consequently, for some four thousand 
years the devil had a very easy time, for God, having 
damned the human race, all the devil had to do was to see 
that the mouth of the bottomless pit was kept open and in 
a condition to receive the steady stream of human souls that 
kept dropping in. During this time the world was without 
a savior; there was no plan of salvation, and there was no 
possible way by which a man could reach heaven, except 
possibly occasionally one like Elijah might do so by making 
use of a one-horee chaise. But after four thousand years 
God's heart began to soften, and all at once he became 
possessed with a desire to save the rest of his children ; and 
the good man tells us that God's love for his children was 
so great that he gave the life of his only son as a means of 
saving the world, 

And they tell us that man can only be saved through the 
blood of the son; but the experiment of trying to save the 
world through the blood of the son thus far has not proved 
& very brilliant success, and for that reason I am of the 
opinion that the world can be saved more effectually through 
the blood of the devil than by any other means; so once 
more I ask, Why don't God kill the devil? Why does he 
let him, like a roaring lion, run at large among his children 
continually fíocohing whuuril€ May aevuur?" They tell us 
that the devil is continually tempting man to commit sin, 
Then if God wants man to be good, why don’t he kill the 
devil? What would we think of a man to hear him say 
that he was exceedingly anxious to save his chickens and at 
the same time see him let a fox loose among them in his 
poultry-yard? I think we would say the chances are that 
the fox, by the arrangement, would be likely to get most of 
the chickens. Aud it is just so with the devil, By'this 
arrangement God enables the devil to get ninety-nine of the 
whole human family whilst he gets but one. If the farmer 
would kill the fox he would save his chickens, and if God 
would kill the devil he might save his children, The old 
devil is a sly fellow, and will sometimes follow a man to 
church, and occasionally he catches the good man who is in 
the pulpit. Every prison contains from one to a dozen of 
these good men, who are the victims of this sly old tempter, 

Now, it would seem to me that after having tried in vain 
for eighteen hundred years to save the world through the 
blood of the son, the experiment of trying to save the 
world through the blood of the devil should be given a trial ; 
and in my judgment if God will kill the old mischief-maker 
he will hav done a big thing. 

I hav always wondered why God ever created the devil at 
all, since he must hav known that he would defeat him in 
all of his plans in regard to the human family; and I want 
to say right here that at the time the old devil undertook to 
get up a rebellion, if the throne could hav been occupied by 
old Andrew Jackson or by old Abe Lincoln the devil would 
hav been licked back into the government and made to 
behave himself. Lincoln was too good to ever hay sent 
such a miserable old rebel to this earth, We are told that 
by and by we are to hav a happy time here in this world i 
all men will be honest, good, and happy, for God will 
actually ‘‘ chain the devil for a thousand years, after which 
he will again belet loose for a little season” (Rev. xx, 1, 2, 3). 
But why should God again destroy the happiness of his chil- 
dren by letting the old mischief-maker loose again after he 
has got him bound and under his control ? Now, this Bible 
account of letting the devil loose is either true or it is false, 
and if false, the Bible is a liar ; if it is true, it makes God 
8 heartless wretch—a monster who prefers to see his chil- 
dren led by the old devil to ruin and eternal damnation, 
But where does the good man, who is able to tell us all 
about the devil, get his information ? Has he ever seen the 
devil? Has he ever seen anybody that has? Oh, no! all 
that he knows about the old fellow he gets from a book—a 
book that teaches the existence of devils; and also, it 
teaches the existence of witches (Exodus xxii. 18). No 
man ever saw a witch; no man ever saw the devil. Both 
alike are but creatures of the imagination. But this book— 
the Bible—with its myths of gods, ghosts, devils, witches, 
and its infamous lie—the dogma of an eternal hell—hag 
drenched the earth with blood and tears. Shall we who liv 
in this enlightened age continue, in imitation of our ignorant 
forefathers, to worship a book that teaches that the world ig 
stationary—standing on a foundation—and that the stopping 
of the sun would make the day Jonger ? 
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Wherever the Bible has been introduced, read, and be-' 
lieved in it has set men to. hating each other. It hagsetthem ` 
to building dungeons, racks, and instruments of torture. It 
set men to killing their fellow-men for honestly denying the - 
doctrine of witches, the doctrines of devils, hell, and -eter- | 
nal damnation. And only one hundred and fifty years ago, 
by the command of this Bible, à man might be put to death ! 
in our own country (Maryland) for denying the Trinity. 
The followers of this Bible always hav had their hell-hounds | 
with which to worry and torment such as dare speak their 
honest opinions, unless their opinions were the opinions of 
the church. And even now there js a good, brave old man 
imprisoned by the hell-hounds of the church on account of 
his religious opinions. Well, that brave old hero, D. M. 
Bennett, will soon be once more & free mau. But it is ex- 
pected that the Young Men’s Christian Association, with its 
famous heund Anthony, will be on hand to look after the 
interests of the church. 

Why don’t God kill either the devil or Anthony Com- 
stock ? It does seem as though God at least ought to kill 
one of them for the good of the human race, and I am of 


deed, etc., is by and through so much of God as works 
through humanity. If God is the motion of all that moves, 
does anything work through humanity but God? yet God 
is the motion of all that moves. God is the motion, ‘‘ for 
without him we can do nothing." Without motion we can 
do nothing ; but motion does all we do, therefore God does 
all we do. This proves Presbyterian Calvinism to be true. 
God, the great creator of all things, that upholds, directs, 
disposes, and governs all creatures, actions; and things, 
from the greatest even unto the least. 
is done ; his name be praised. 


Mr. Denton says, ‘‘ Life divine is in every atom of the 


universe." Amberley said no vivisection of the brain could 
detect mind there. 


tation of an infinite and beneficent spirit. 
is always governed by natural law. 
it is governed by the highest intelligences. 


the opinion that the masses would care but little as to which 
one he kiils first. 
St, Johns, Mich., March 21, 1880, 
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Mind and Organization. 


To tan Eprron or Turk TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: I hav 
been reading Amberley, Sunderland, and Denton; the last 
.lread in Tot TRUTH SEEKER of February 14th. I hav 
waited for some one to review them who could write well, 
for & man at eighty cannot write as well as when younger. 
My rhetoric fails me, my language is stiff, and my fingers 
refuse to hold & pen; yet I want to call the attention of 
some one that can write to the sayings in the books I hav 
mentioned. 

In his ‘‘Analysis of Religious Belief,” page 690, Amberley 
says, ‘‘Sensation is not assignable to organization,” I 
stopped and thought, but couldn’t remember any sensation 
I ever had before I was organized, so I read on. 

Page 691, ** The body is no part of our true selves." This 
was news to me, and I wondered how Amberley found that 
out. Then my true self is something else. Iam pretty old 
to begin a new study, but really I am anxious to know who 
Iam. I hav fed and clothed this body for a good many 
years, and thought it myself. What a mistake! 

Let us read on. Page 692, ‘‘ The mind is not in the body, 
but is an independent entity." Where is it? It can’t be 
far off. 

Again, page 692: ** The mind can in no way influence the 
actions of the body. The mind cannot stand in a causal 
relation to any physical fect whatever." If this is so, the 
body, it seems, acts independently of the mind. We hav 

oe —often-said; t hav g mind to ado BU ! D x 
taken. We should hav ssid, I hav a body to do so and so, 
for, page 694, “Between that which feels, thinks, porceives, 
and reasons, on the one hand, and that which is felt, 
thought about, perceived, and reasoned on, there is no com- 
munity of nature." It seems, then, that I am a twinity, 
having two whole and distinct natures in one person. If 
the mind is not in the body, where is it? If the mind is an 
entity independent of the body, it must be every where in 
the universe or only somewhere, and, if not in the body, 

“where is that somewhere? Itin ''no way influences the 
actions of the body," and therefore is not chargeable for 
anything the body does. If the body can do what is done 
in the world without the influence of a mind, what is the 
necessity of & mind at all? And then by this we bav 
learned that we do without a mind, like the mogquito or the 
bed-bug. If no community of nature between soul or mind 
and body, what sympathy can exist between them? If the 
mind does not influence the body, then the body must hav 
judgment of its own to guide its actions, 

But again, page 702, '' There is thus not only likeness but 
identity of ‘nature between ourselves and our unknown 
origin.” Now it follows that what our unknown origin is 
weare. If that originis eternal, so are we. If our origin 
is a compound, of what is it composed? Ifa simple, then 
every partis what the whole is. If the whole is infinite, 
so is every part—we are infinite. If matter can hav no 
effect upon the infinite, it can hav no effect upon any part; 
and as our *‘true selves” are a part of that infinite, matter 
can hav no influence upon us; and, as Paul says, "With 
the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh 
the law of sin.” A part is always embraced in the whole; 
if a part can sin, so can the whole; if the whole cannot sin, 
neither can a part; both are alike. “How should we, 
mere fragments of that reality, define, comprehend, or 
describe the Infinite Being wherein we hav taken our rise 
and wherein we too must return?" (Page 710.) This shows 
the identity of our true selves and the infinite cause of all 
things, 80 that there is no nature in the universe higher or 
superior to our true selves. 

Mr. J. T. Sunderland, in his book, ‘‘ What is the Bible?” 
says: “This is what I mean : God is the life of all that 
livs, and the mover of all that moves. Every good and 
holy thought, every noble deed, every high endeavor, every 
pure aspiration, is by and through so much of God as works 
through humanity ; for without him we can do nothing. 
‘In him we liv and move and hav our being.’ " 

This, to me, is very curious language for & man of his in- 
telligence to use. I would as soon say : God is the death of 
all that dies, the breath of all that breathes, the smell of all 
that smells, and the taste of all that tastes, as to say he is 
the life of all that livs. Is life a creature, an individual en- 

tity ? Just as much as hating is an entity. 

Again, ‘‘God is the mover of all that moves.” This gen- 
tence is so transparently absurd I scarcely know what to 

‘say. The motions of a thief, liar, murderer, and debauchee 
are God. Wonderful! Every good and holy thought, noble 


law; it is a part of himself.” 


poorer article to a better one. 


could beat this. 
gence. Things ought to go right. - 
legitimate result of metaphysics. 


knowable. 
where all the gods were born. 


or can know anything. 


as where did it come from, or who made it ? 


shall divide. 
nature. 


The great majority will say God. 


only from the logic of phenomena. 


is eternal. 
describe him, 


ing all things according to the counsel of his own will. 


knew how to make everything as he wanted it. 


jn it. 
jt to be done under his administration. 


without relieving him. 
would be limited and not infinite, 
as good as he could ? If he has, his omnipotence is limited. 
If he has not, then he preferred a poorer article to a better. 


out to be) that he had made man; it grieved him to the heart. 
Does their own testimony show infinite wisdom? He was 
also Sorry that he had made Saul king. 


Now let us look abroad in the world, for the tree is known 

by its fruit. I will begin with man, said to be the object of 
God's highest regard. From his birth to his grave he is 
suffering like disasters with the lower animals, disasters 
by fire and by water, by wind &nd by earthquake, by 
famine and by pestilence, by accidents and by sword, be- 
sides all the ills of sickness, loss of friends and property, 
and these not confined to any class. Babies snatched from 
the mother’s loving embrace, notwithstanding her agonizing 
prayers and tears. Ministers, supposed to rank high for 
goodness, fall like all others, by the force of lightning and 
railroad collision. The world is one great praying-camp. 
On the burning ship, or cast upon the merciless rocks, or 
thrown among savage men, in all conditions, strong, crying 
prayers are sent up toward heaven, and without avail. The 
promise, ''Ask and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall find;" 
“They that call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved,” 
seem all forgotten, or were not designed for this day. 
Does not ail this and more too, in all ages of the world, 
prove that God’s tender mercies are over all his works ? 
Does what we see among mankind, from the earliest time to 
the present, show the existence of infinite love and power ? 
The finite love of man would not see his babe starve to 
death if he could feed it. 


But Iam aware it is ssid man brought all this-evil on 
himself. Hold there! When did your babe a week old do 
that justly incurred sickness, sorrow, pain, and death ? 
But you say Adam’s offense brought all the miseries of 
life upon us, Adam did nothing that could affect his con- 
stitution or goul or body. If your little boy should ever 


Bo God does all that 


Could Mr. Denton by vivisection detect 
life divine in a grain of sand? He says nothing but intellect 
could hav produced the intellect of man ; it is the manifes- 
But the process 
It is not a blind force; 
*! I see the op- 
erations of the infinite spirit; but it isthe operation of law.” 
Here law and spirit are identical. ‘He can only act through 
That is, he can only act 
through a part of himself, and how many parts constitute a 
whole ? and of what do those parts consist? If he is an in- 
finite spirit of the highest intelligence, he knows just what 
to make and how to make it; and one would think that 
whatever he made would be perfect, unless he preferred a 
But he is a beneficent spirit, 
and all he makes shows what he made it for—the cow’s 
horn to kill the sheep or pig or colt, the wolf's teeth to tear 
the lamb, and the myriads of biting flies to tease and annoy 
domestic animals from morning till night, with fleas and 
bed-bugs to prevent too sound asleep. What beneficence 
Everything is governed by law, and that 
law is the beneficent and infinite spirit of highest intelli- 


Such positions and assertions as noticed above are the 
Those gentlemen seem to 
think what they don’t know is the unknown and the un- 
Just beyond the knowledge of man is the place 
Formerly there were a good 
many, but the progress of science has reduced the number 
to three, and I shouldn’t wonder if the process should finally 
annihilate the race, all but one, of whom nobody knows 


I will now make a proposition, to which I presume no 
one will make any objection, and that is: Something must 
hav been eternal. What is eternal cannot be accounted for, 


Our next question is, What is that something? Here we 
I will say 
Here begins the tug of logic ; for as no one knows 
anything of God. proof of his existence can_he. furnished | 


I shall now consider the claim of the majority, that God 
And I shall take or consider him as the churches 


The following description of God I take from the Confes- 
sion of Faith of the Presbyteriaa church, which will answer 
for the whole: There is but ohe only living and true God, 
who is infinite in being and perfection, eternal, almighty, 
most Wise, most holy, most loving, gracious, merciful, long. 
suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, most just, work- 


From such a being what could we expect ? Infinite in 
power, he could do what he pleased, Infinite in wisdom, he 
Infinitely 
good, he could make nothing with an element of wrong 
Infinitely just, he could never do injustice nor suffer 
Infinite in love and 
mercy, he could hear no one cry in great distress and agony 
If he could, all these attributes 
Has he made everything 


He is represented as being sorry (after seeing what he turned 


steal a forbidden nut-cake and eat it, would you think it 
would hurt him or that you would be authorized and 
justified to whip him all day ? And yet what would 
that be in comparison with the pains of this life and eternal 
perdition in another? Think of Adam’s ignorance; he 
didn’t know right from wrong, and yet people think it was 
just to punish him and all his race forever and ever for it. 
Justice with a vengeance. Where is the judge or semi- 
civiliz2d court who would decree pains and penalties upon 
a child for an act done by another ages before it was born? 
But ‘suppose this was all 80; it is claimed that Christ died to 
satisfy all demands, as the doctrine'of the church is, ‘ The 
Lord Jesus hath fully satisfied the justice of his father." I 
this is true, why should not the prosecution cease? Among 
all that are born azain, not one escapes the curse of the law, 
although it is said Christ hath redeemed us from it. The 
fact is that no phenomena in the world prove any such 
thing. 

And now to my proposition that matter is the eternal 
entity. Matter makes itself known to us and all our senses, : 
and science has to do with matter alone. It was the object 
of the chemist first to ascertain whether matter existed as a 
simple or a compound. Having ascertained that it con- 
sisted of some sixty-four simple elements, more or less, the 
next thing was to agcertain the properties of these elements 
and what results would take place from their infinite com- 
binations. Scientists arc constantly advancing on the 
domain of the unknown, and I hav no doubt they will reach 
the region of the unknowable, and that is the region of the 
gods, 

We are necessarily limited in our powers of knowledge, 
and the universe is unlimi‘ed, therefore there will always he 
what to us is unknown and unknowable. Who knows 
what gravitation or electricity is? And yet we know they 
are not matter, but are invisible forms of matter proceeding 
from the properties of matter. "We may as well call matter 
God as call its properties or forces God. 

A very important question to be decided is whether 

matter has any power at all. It must hav or it is perfect 
inertia and automatic ; moves only as moved by some exte- 
rior force, as the ax wielded by the hands of the chopper. 
The ax has no power to chop without the chopper. Has 
matter any power to move of itself? It has or has not. If 
it has not, then all nature, animate and inanimate, is one 
vast machinery, whose driving-wheel is the infinite spirit, 
the unknown and unknowable. This annihilates all idea of 
reason; the machine is not to blame, but the maker. If 
God turns the crank of the universe, and every wheel 
matches its fellow-wheel, there can be no jar. ‘‘ God is the 
motion of all that moves.” Verily, verily I say unto you, 
'God has foreordained whatever comes to pass,” Then 
God has ordained that I shouldn't believe it. 
... It. God ia unknowable, science can deal with matter only; 
and the properties of matter being always the same, science 
has a rule of progress. What could chemistry do with or 
know of matter if God moved it whenever moved ? Vari- 
ous compounds of very different properties may be made 
from the same elements in equally the same proportions, 
the difference arising from difference in the incorporation. 
AsI understand natural law, it is the modus operandi of 
matter in its various and infinite combinations without 
interference by any other power. Take some syrup, ingert 
some soda, and it foams. Mr. Sunderland says the foaming 
is God. Mr. Denton says the law by which it foams is God. 
Isay the motion is produced by the fact of an incorpora. 
tion. When that incorporation is accomplished the foam- 
ing subsides and the liquor becomes quiet, without any 
God. 

I once ingrafted a pear scion into the limb of an apple 
tree, and it became a large part of the top of that tree and 
bore large, excellent pears. Here were pears made from the 
secretion of an apple tree. The reason can be only that the 
composition and properties of the pear wood were such as 
to modify the sap of the apple tree that would make peats 
instead of apples. 

Now this may be done at any suitable time without asking 
God anything about it, relying on the properties of nature. 
Composition and incorporation make all the difference 
between the raiser of animals and between the raiser of 
man, as between all individuals. All farmers know how 
to improve or increase the fertility of soil by adding ferti- 
lizing matter, and how and what to feed their stock to best 
advantage. And when we hav learned all it is possible for 
man to know of nature there will much remain unknown 
and unknowable. A. B. PIKARD, 

Canyon City, Col., March 7, 1880. 

e 
The * Alpha.” 

Dear READERS oF Tug TROTA SEEKER: I want to in- 

troduce to your notice. a little paper which has lately 
become a favorite of mine—the Alpha. It is devoted to 
sexual purity and the right generation as well as regenera- 
tion of mankind. I hav taken it for over a year, and sent 
out my copies far and near, but as the great importance of 
its work presses more deeply upon my mind, I find myself 
impelled to do something in a more public way for its intro- 
duction to the great world that is so needing the good 
advice and wise and intelligent reasoning it offers for tha 
truths it advocates. 
Inclose ten cents, addressed to Caroline B. Winslow, 
M. D., No. 1 Grant place, Washington, D. C., fora 
specimen number, or subscribe for the paper according to 
the terms below and I am sure you will be better, purer, 
and wiser and happier for the knowledge you will reap 
from its pages. The Alpha is published oa the first day of 
each month, by the Moral E Jucational Society, of Washiug- 
ton, D. C., and can be obtained of newsdealers, or will be 
sent at the following rates: Single copy, one year, $1.00; 
six months, 50 cents; three months, 25 cents. 

&nowville, Va, ELMINA DRAKE BLENXER, 
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NEW YORK, SATURDAY, APRIL 3, 1880. 


The Reception Committee 


Met on Monday to complete arrangements for making the 
ovation to be given to Mr. Bennett a grand one. Mr. Ben- 
jamin R. Tucker, of the Boston Globe, being in the city for 
a few days, was invited to be present. He gave the Com- 
mittee a very graphic and interesting account of the indig- 
nation meeting held in Faneuil Hall, Boston, on the convic- 
tion of Mr. Heywood. 

The sub-committee on halls reported prices and condi- 
tions from various ones. The Committee were in favor of 
Cooper Union, and as that was engaged for Sunday evening 
it was found necessary to change the date to Saturday 
evening May lat, which was done. The Committee also 
engaged Graffula's band for the occasion, so there will be 
the best of music. Friends from a distance who wish to be 
present can, by sending their names to either D. E. Ryan, 
?31 West Thirty-seventh street, Dr. Foote, 120 Lexington 
avenue, or this office, hav seats reserved for them. Art- 
rangements will also be made with hotels in the vicinity 
of Cooper Union whereby those from out of town will hav 
accommodations at specia! rates. We hope thousands will 
come on the occasion, and make this demonstration one of the 
largest and most earnest protests against the eneroachments 
of bigotry ever held in this country. The occasion demands 
it, The outrage is one of the grossest that ever occurred, 
and should be rebuked in every possible way. There 
should be no faltering. The vojce of the people must be 
lifted up in a strong cry of indignation at the high-handed 
manner In whith liberty of speech and of the press has been 
invaded. Every victim stricken down should be exalted 
high over the heads of his oppressors and they made to feel 
that though temporarily successful in imprisoning their vic- 
tim they are defeated in the long run. 

The following letters were read at ‘the Monday meeting. 
We trust that Mr. Parton’s feara are unfounded, but 
should they prove true the meeting will be changed: from 
joy to indignation. But we think there is no doubt but 
that Mr. Bennett will be with us on the occasion. We 
sincerely hope Mr. Parton can be with us: 

NEWBURYPORT, Mass., March 20, 1880. 

Danet B. Ryan, My Dear Sir: I hav been prevented 
from answering sooner your note of Marcn 14th, inviting 
me to attend and take part in the reception of D. M. Ben- 
nett om his release at the end of April. Are you quite sure 
he will be released then? I confess I hav had my fears. It 
would be no more unjust to imprison him another year than 
it was to imprizon him last year, and the men who did it then 
are just ag capable of doing it now. There is another pros- 
ecution hanging over him. Comstock must still invent pre- 
texts for drawing his eighty dollars a week from rich soap- 
boilers, X trust no precautions will be neglected to bafile 
the shameless bigots who hav done this hideous wrong. 

I cannot now engage to be present at the reception, but 
hope to be able to attend. All New York ought to turn out 
to welcome him home, and not one person in New York is 
safe while such things can be done as the imprisonment of 
that innocent man. ; 

Very truly yours, JAMES PARTON, 

P. 5.— Let no one forget to remember D. M, Bennett on 
the firet Tuesday of next November. J. P. 

The next is from one of the Southern Liberals: , 

CHARLESTON, B. C., March 21, 1880. 

Mr. D E RrAN, Dear Sir: Please find icclosed $1.00 
towards Mr. Bennett's reception. As to the telegraphing, 
that will be very interesting. Giv correct directions and I 
will correspond to it. Respectfully, B. DosHer. 


The following is from our indefatigable chairman, Mr. 
Green. Unlike many shallower thinkers he overlooks theim- 
mediate cause, and, seeing the principle violated, vigorously 
protests. We regret the circumstances that will prevent Mr. 
Green participating: 


SALAMANCA, N. Y., March 16, 1880. 

Daxin E Ryan, Esq, Dear Sir: Yours of the 14th 
inst., inviting mo to attend a public reception to be given to 
D. M. Bennett at the time of his release from prison, is 
received. Nothing would giv me more pleasure than to 
accept your invitation if circumstances would permit, but 
as they will not, I must forego the satisfaction. I believe 
that Mr. Bennett's conviction and imprisonment will be 
put down by the future historian as one of the greatest 
governmental crimes against the liberty of speech and of 
the press of this country. Jt was not because he circulated 
**Cupid’s Yokes,” but because be was the editor of an 
Xafidel paper, that he was punished. 

With the opinions advanced in the pamphlet above 
named I hav no sympathy whatever, but, on the contrary, 
believe they are the very worst that could be promulgated. 
£i I think that Mr. Heywood, the author, is an honest 
man, Who is sincerely working for what he believes is the 
best interest of humanity; and Iam iu favor of the repeal 
of any law that will not allow his publications the same 
right to pass through the mails as the publications of the 
American Tract Society or the American Bible Society. J 
hav such faith in truth thatI am willing to put it on an 
cquaU* with error every where, and that is all we can justly 


The Truth Seeker, April 2, 1886. 


demand as good citizens, and that we should demaud of the 
government. Our motto must be, ‘‘ Privilege for none; 
justice for all.” 

I hope yeur public reception will be a succéss, and of 
such a character as to convince the public at large that the 
spirit of liberty is still alive in this republic. 

Fraternally yours, H. L. GREEN. 

Prof. Toohey, as will be seen from his letter, will be here 
and arouse the meeting with one of his elcquent eddresses, 

CHELSEA, Mass., March 18, 1880. 

Mr. D, E. RYAN, Dear Sir; Yours of the 14th found me 
slightly afliicted with neuralgia, hence my delay. With 
returning strength to make free use of the pen, I hasten to 
say I wil find pleasure in being among the friends of 
D. M. Bennett on the oqcasion of “his release from prison," 
and will cheerfully do all in my power, co-operatiyely with 
others, to make that day as worthy of Liberalism as the 
effort to celebrate should be honorable to him. 

Very cordially yours, J. H, W, Toonzy. 

Time bas not elapsed for the other invited speakers to be 
heard from, but there is no doubt there will be enough of 
the best speakers of the country to make the occasion one 
of the most memorable in the annals of our country. We 
again invite and urge all the Liberals who possibly can to be 
present. We promise them a cordial welcome and a rous- 
ing meeting. 


capable of guiping down all the obscenity and improbable 
stories of the Bible, can be expected to believe anything 
and that is, perhaps, why Anthony chose them to explain: 
before. ] 

We would like to see what effect the truth would hav had 
upon them, butit would hav been dangerous alike to the 
relater and the audience to hav tried it. At the close a 
special prayer was sent up to '' Almighty Gaud ” for Com. 
stock's benefit, with what effect remains to be seen. 

a or 


Chureh Discipline. 


The following letter froma the ‘ Consistory” of the First 
Reformed church of East Orange, N. J., and the reply 
show how the church in these days tries to keep the chains 
upon the minds of its adherents. But a few decades ago 
our friend Williams would hav been racked or burned. All 
that his censors can do now, however, is to fulminate their 
church thunders against him, a proceeding, to judge from 
his letter, he cares very little about. A few months ago he 
was a full believer, bu: getting hold of Tus TRUTH SEEKER 
about the time Mr. Bennett was put in prison, and reading 
and inquiring into the cause of his incarceration, first 
awakened doubts. He then subscribed. Afterward his 
“ Consistory " expelled him for heresy. The ‘‘Consistory’’ 
is consistent, although the church does not appear to be 
very greatly ‘‘reformed.” Here is the correspondence: 


a, a ee 
A Pious Wail. 


The New York Observer, we presume our readers are 
aware, isa religious organ. The Rev. Ireræus Prime is the 
chief editor, and no one will dispute his piety, neither will 
they doubt his intolerance.’ When he gets to heaven and 
ranges himself alongside of Calvin there will be music. 
Heretical angels, and those not disposel to pay for what 
they do not want nor get, will hav a hard time. The air 
will be full of pious flames, and the way to hell will be 
crowded with the fallen angels thrown over the battlements. 
Prime believes in worshiping ‘‘Gaud,” and he also believes 
in making other people support the house in which he does 
it. If they will not do it voluntarily, he would force them 
to by law. Ho is& gocd Christian, of the Puritan style, 
with atincture of medieval brutality. If a doubt ever 
entered his mind, he choked it back with the ease peculiar 
to reverends in receipt of fine salaries. Here is his little 
wail over the bill reported by our state Legislature taxing 
the houses of ‘‘Gaud:” ‘It is probable that the bill now 
before the Legislature will be passed, taxing all churches in 
the state, with the exemption of $10,000, and all theological 
seminaries and Colleges and schools not supervised by the 
stale. very person interested—and who is not?—ought to 
bring all his influence to bear on the members of the Legis- 
lature with whom he is acquainted. Petitions ought to be 
sent in from all parts of the state against this measure, and 
perhaps the great wrong may be nrevented, Put not one 
day should be lost.” 

We believe, with our religious contemporary, that every- 
body is interested in this bill. All lovers of justice and fair 
play are decidedly interested. Every workingman who 
pays rent is. interested. Every property holler in the state 
is interested. Every farmer, mechanic, and professional 
man is interested. Every'dollar drawn from the state treas- 
ury to protect churches has to be paid by somebody. It 
seems to us that the “great wrong" is in forcing people to 
pay for what they do not want and what a large part of our 
citizens regard as positively injurious, It may not seem so 
to a follower of Calvin, who burns men because they do 
not subscribe to his creed; but we fancy that the idea of 
universal liberty in the matter of supporting religions is one 
that will grow, and whether the present Legislature pass 
the law or not, future legislative bodies will be compelled to 
tax not only values over $10,000, but every cent held by 
churches the same as other property. Our religious con- 
temporary will please bear this in its Calvinistic mind. 


——————— — f —»—————————— 
Comstock Backed by the Baptists. 


The letter in the Tribunes recently, copied into this paper, 
signed by a “Baptist Clergyman,” made quite a stir in 
clerical circles. At the regular weekly mecting of Baptist 
clergymen last week Comstock was invited to rise and 
explain, which he did in the manner peculiar to himself. 
He brought out his omnipresent carpet bag of smut and 
regaled his clerical brethren with a recital of pruricnt 
detaila, which in an assembiage of any but ministera would 
hav insured his being pitched out of doors. But these 
reverend seducers were glad to listen, and when one young 
man With a little decency left—owing to his being fresh in 
the ministry—mildly, very mildly objected, he was howled 
down by his older and more hardened associates, and cries 
of go on” came from all parts of the hall. And when he 
said he could tell them instances of moral pollution that 
would fill them with horror, he was greeted with expres- 
sions of approval and orics of “ Let's hear them.” 

Comstock swore by high heaven that his motives were 
pure, that he was personally incorruptible, that he had tre- 
mendous courage in fighting the hordes of wickedness, and, 
what was of more consequence, that he had unfaltering con- 
fidence in '* divine favor," ` 

After allthis, he commenced on Mr. Bennett, who, he 
ssid, was the author of ''Capid's Yokes,” and a totally 
depraved Infidel. He told as many lies as his time allowed 
him to crowd in, making frequent references to “ Almighty 
Gaud,” and how sure he was that he had the “divine” 
approval in crushing out''the publications of Freelovers 
and Freethinkers." He said, in response to an inquiry by 
an anxious Baptist brother, that the Liberals of the country 
were divided into ‘obscene Liberals" and “ anti-obgcene 
Liberals," all of which stuff was swallowed by the bretbren 
as readily as the immaculate conception, 

In no assemblage but a clerical one could a man lie 
with such brazen effrontery and expect to hay it believed 


Consistory Rooms, First REFORMED CHURCH, 
East Oranas, Nov. 4, 1879. 

MrR. Wm. Suira WinLraus, Dear Brother: Having re- 
peatedly refused to listen to our private spiritual admoni- 
tions, you are now cited to appear before the Consistory of 
the Firet Reformed Church of Orange on Tuesday evening, 
18th inst., at 9 o'clock, in the consistory room of the church, 
to answer the charge of HERESY, in denying, 1st, the abro- 
lute and final authority of the Bible as the «rd of God. 94, 
the true Deity of the Lord Jesus-Christ as God, the Bon of 
God, 
8d, The ivfiuite value and efiicacy of the Blood of Jesus 
Christ to make atonement for the soul. 


the sin you sre committing in thus treading under toot the 
Son of God, in counting the Blood of the Covenant, where- 
with you were sealed, an unholy thing, and in doing despite 
unto the spirit of Grace, we remain, 
Yours faithfully, 
Tar CoNSISTOHY OF THE First REFORMED CHURCH. 
Jos, B. Feney, Clerk. 


East ORANGE, N, J., Nov. 17, 1879. 
To ALL WHOM IT MAY CoNCERN, AND ESPECIALLY TO THE 
ConsisvoORY CF THE First REFORMED CHURCH oF East 
Onanes, My Dear Brothers and Sisters: Excuse me for the 
liberty I hav taken in $0 addressing you, but as mortals 
inhabiting this mundane sphere you warrant ils use. I 


views upon the grave Charge you hav preferred against me, 
viz., heresy, in denying the absolute and flnal authority of 
the word of God. Now, I must ask upon what authority 
you claim that it is the word of an all-powerful, all-wise, 
and benevolent God, sharing his bountiful biessings at all 
times? Let us stop and ask the question, Can this God be 
the cruel, vindictive (Jer. xiii, 14) being that is spoken of 
in the Bible, to make a world and then drown it (Gen. vi, 
6), and to put & lie into Ahab the prophet's mouth (1 Sam., 
xvi, 1, 2; 1 Kings xxii, 28)? Not to be all powerful (Judges 
i, 19) when we know that there is nothing impossible with 
him ; a God of anger (Jer. xvii, 4; Num. xxii, 18; Num, 
XXV, 4j) when we know that he ia a God of love? 

D» you know (if not, allow me to tell you) that such ia the 
magnitude of God's power that he, in his great works of 
nature, has made no two alike? I will defy you to fiad two 
leaves alike in any great forest. How, then, can you expect 
to find avy two men's minds alike in the great chain of 
nature? It is not by my will but Gou’s that I hav been made 


may be turned away from the paths 1 am ireading, you are 
supplicating to your maker to change his great work of 
which he knows best how to judge; and I think such works 
had better be left to him who comprehends the dust of the 
earth and metes out heaven with a span. lle ig the great 
omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient ruler; but your Bible 
makes him not so. Allow me to refer you to some of the 
passages (Gen. iii, 8; Gen. xi, 5; Gen. xviii, 20, 21;) and 
iben,if you will think with an unbiased mind, you will 
agree with me in denouncing the Bible as the word of God, 
and only written by men at various times and only reflecting 
thoughts that occurred to their minds, and not emanated 
from divine authority. By having a poor opinion of that 
work you will hav a great opiniun of God’s power and wis- 
dom. But you, by taking the Bible as your standard, must 
hav a poor opinion of God. 

Now, my dear brethren, I hav expressed my opinion, and 
trusting you will giv it a careful, unbiased thought, and that 
you will not decide upon any conviction until you hav 
weighed it in the balance of reason, truth, and justice, care- 
fully referring to the various passages I hav sited, which 
are, as it were, but a grain of sand from the Atlantic beach 
I subgcribe myself : 


Yours for truth and justice to your maker, 
Wm. S. WILLIAMS. 


aaa SÁá— — —  ——— 
Orgauize Leagues, 


I learn that Prof. W. S. Bell is arranging a tour for lec- 
tures throughout the West, and that he intends to make it 
a point to urge on Liberals whom he visita to organize aux- 
iliary Leagues. This is the surest way to push the League 
work, as is shown in the success of Prof. O, A. Phelps in 
Kansas, As soon as Liberals see the value of united effort 
they will organize, There are Liberals enough in ihe 
country to hold the balance of power, but, like grains of 
sand, they are powerless to attack or resist in the political 
field. Our opponents are organized, and ready to use their 
power at the.shortest notice, as we frequently find to our 
hurt. Instead of discouraging, this should excite us to work 
for our own safety. There is danger ahead. A storm ig 
gathering, and our only hope of riding safely through it ig 
in organization and united action, A. L, RAwsoN, 
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But a body used as they are to lying in the pulpit, and 


With earnest prayers that you may see the true nature of 


must also claim your iadulgonco in the expression af my’ 


to clash in opiuion with you, and if you pray that my mind, 


Tae 


The Tenth Seeker, April 3, 1880. 
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A Correction. 


To THE EDITOR or Taz Tauta BERKER, Sir: Dr. E. B. 
Foote, of 120 Lexington avenue, New York city, writes to 
me: ''Inclosed I send you a check for five dollars, which is 
the contribution from myself and son, Dr. E, B. Foote, Jr. 
We both appreciate your labors, and except for the fact 
that we are expending money all the time in our warfare 
against the Comstock regime, we should undertake to do 
better. Iam sorry that your card to the friends of the Lib- 
eral League movement in TuE TRUTA SEEKER of March 
90th did not contain your address. Many who read your 
card would perhaps sit down and send you a remittance if 
they were sure of sending it to the right place. If I werein 
your place I would repeat the same card and append full 
address.” ` 

I comply with the suggestion of my generous friend, and 
request you, Mr. Editor, to republish the following card, 
and also your very complimentary editorial comments. 

H. L. G. 

TO THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBERAL LEAGUE MOVEMENT. 


‘A year ago I rcquested the friends of the Liberal League 
Movement to contribute something to aid me in my work 
as Chairman of the Executive Committee of the National 
Liberal League. Since then I bav received donations from 
various friends amounting to $LL1. 10. : 

IfI do my duty for the next year as chairman of that 
committee I shall be compelled to devote my whole time to 
the work. This I cannot do unless those who are interested 
in the movement will aid me. A very small sum from each 
person jnterested will carry me and my family through the 
next year. My Liberal friends, [ leave this matter with 
you. If you will sustain mein my labors for the coming 
year I promise you I will do much more than I ever hav done 
before. Contributions will be acknowledged through Tux 
TRUTH Seeker aad Investigator. H. L. GREEN. | 

Sa'amanca, N. Y. . Ch. Ex. Com. N. L. L. 

[We commend the above appeal of Bro. Green to the ear- 
nest consideration of our readers. He is in every way 
worthy of support, and cannot be too generously rewarded 
by the Liberal public. Our cause hes no firmer friend, no 
stancher advocate, no more indefatigable worker in its 
best interests, than H. L. Green,—Ep. T. 8.] 


Liberal League Notes. 


Tux latest League organized at this date is No. 177, 
Yanktov, Dakota, with that earnest worker, D. P. Wilcox, 
as temporary secretary.’ 


Dorne the last ton days five Leagues hav been chartered 
at the following places: No. 173, Philadelphia, Pa ; No. 


174, Blooming Grove, Kansas; 175, Darlington, Wis. ; 


170, Utica, N. Y.; and the one above named, No. 177. 


Mr. ALFRED WARREN, of 219 Central avenue, Cincin- 


n&ti-Onio;is publishing muvh—frest-olnse Liboral-lterature, 
He has just- issued a neat pamphlet, entitled ‘ Progressive 


Religion," an address delivered by E. P. Brown at the late 


Paine celebration in that city. It is well worth the price, 
ten cents, Reader, do not fail to order it at once. 


TnurnE sre many of our people who, on account of the 


distance and expense, cannot attend the Bennett reception 
in New York. Allow me to suggest how they might cele- 
` brate Mr. Bennett's release in a practical manner. 


Apl 29th and organize themselves into a Liberal League. 
Let us welcome Mr. Bennett with two hundred auxiliary 
Leagues. 


Iam informed by good authority that the Freidenker, of 


Milwaukee, siuce its fusion with Heinzen’s Pionier, is one 


of the ablest, Freethought journals published in this country 
in the German language. I also learn that Carl Doerflinger, 
the editor, is friendly to the National Liberal League move- 
ment and is doing much to aid the Cause among our German 
fellow-citizens. I hope every Liberal, whatever his nation- 
ality, who is familiar with the German lenguage, will sub- 
scribe for the Freidenker. Bro. Doerfliuger is one of the 
Vice-Presidents cf the National Liberal League. 


Tag last mail brings me a very interesting letter from 
M. H. Ocffin, of Longmont, Colorado, who so well repre- 
sents that state on the Executive Committee of the National 
Liberal League. Bro. Ccflin is making an effort to raise-a 
fund for the purpose of engaging some Liberal speaker to 
stump the state. This is the way he reasons: '' Church- 
members of no more means than I possess giv $25 per year 
to perpetuate superstition, and we should be as free with 
our money 88 they are With theirs; and for me, I desire 
from this time forward to giv $25 each year to help our 
cause and to make a good beginning in the year 1880. I 
want it to go into a fund to employ a No. 1 man to lecture 
and organize Leagues in this state." The kind of a man 
friend Coffin desires is ** one who can meet and whip all 
opponents in a gentlemanly manner." Who can fill the 
bill? 


Ir is encouraging to hear what our friends are doing in 
_ the “City of Brotherly Love," Dr. R. C. Flower writes : 
t“ Iam doing everything I can for the League movement 
for my heart is in it. Mr. J. L. Roberts, editor of Mind 
and Matter, is enthusiastic in the work, We expect to 
organize & number of Leagues in the cit; and suburban 
towns during the spring and summer. We are going to 
thoroughly organize for active warfare and carry our cause 
into the city and state politica. Iam speaking to immense 
crowds every Sunday. I say to Spiritualists everywhere, 
Let me urge you to support the National Liberal League." 
That is the way to talk. We want all the help we can 
get against the combined hosts of orthodoxy who will stand 
iogether for & union of church and state, in which the 
church shall be the controlling partner. 


Mr. J. E, Baum, of Orange, N. J., makes the very sen- 


sible suggestion that after the Presidential election is over 


we concentrate all our strength in one state and work there 
until we carry it. 


In every 
locality where ten or more Liberals reside, let them meet 


A Large Amount of Reading for a Little Money. 


To benefit our readers and help sustain THE TRUTH 
SEEKER we make the following offers: 


For Five Dollars 


We send THE TRUTH SEEKER One year and either of the 
following $3 books: . 

**'The World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” By D; 
M. Bennett, editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER., Enlarged and 
revised. 

‘t The Champions of the Church: Their Crimes and Per- 
secutions.” -By D. M. Bennett, Biographical sketches of 
eminent Christians from the time of the reputed founder of 
Christianity to the present. 

* Analysis of Religious Belief.” By Viscount Amberley. 

“The Great Works of Thomas Paine Complete.” 

‘t Nature's Revelations of Character; or, Physiognomy 


Illustrated." 
For Six Dollars 


We send Tar TRUTH SEEKER one year and “ Supernatural 
Religion; An Inquiry into the Reality of Divine Revelation.” 
For Four Dollars 
We will send Tas TRUTH SEEKER one year and either of 

the following $1.50 works: 

“Tke Creed of Christendom: Its Foundation Contrasted 
with its Superstructure.” By W. R. Greg, author of 
“ Enigmas of Life," ** Literary and Social Judgments,” etc. 

“ Paine's Theological Works.” In one volume, comprising 
* Age of Reason,” * Examination of Prophecies,” * Reply 
to Bishop Llandaff,” “Letter to Mr. Erskine,” “Essay on 
Dreams,” “Of the Religion of Deism," etc., with a Life 
and fine steel portrait of Paine, a 

t Paine's Political Works." In one volume, comprising 
'* Common Sense," ‘The Crisis" (Nos. Ito XVI. inclusive), 
“The Rights of Man,” and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait. 

“ The-Heathens of the Heath.” By William McDonnell, 
autbor of ** Exeter Hall,” A Radical romance. 

“ Beyond the Veil." A Spiritualistic work, said to be die- 
tated by the spirit of Paschal Beverly Randolph, aided by 
Emanuel Swedenborg and others, through the mediumship 
of Mrs. Frances H, McDougall and Mrs, Luna Hutchinson, 

“A Few Words About the Devil.” By Charles Brad- 
laugh. 

t Nathaniel. Vaughan." 
donald. 


For Three Dollars and Fifty Cents 


We will send TuE TRUTH SEEKER one year and either of 
the following $1 books : 

t Question Settled: A Careful Comparison of Biblical 
and Modern Spiritualism.” By Moses Hull. 

“The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion.” A debate be- 
tween Rev. G. H. Humphrey, Presbyterian clergyman, and 
D. M. Bennett, editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 

“ Proceedings and Addresses at the F'reethinkers! Conven- 
tion," held at Watkins, Now York, August 22, 23, 94, and 
25, 1878. 

“Truth Seeker Tracts.” Bound Volumes L, IL, IIL, 
IV., and V. These volumes, containing over 520 pages 
ench, are made up of over one hundred Truth Seeker Tracts. 
They embrace a variety of subjects by different authors, 
written in a terse, trenchaut, and spicy style. 

“Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, Essays, and Lec- 
tures." By D. M. Bennett. Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred pages. The sub, 
jects treated can hardly prove uninteresting to the reader. 

** Contrast : Evangelicalism and Spiritualism Compared.” 
This new work, by Mr. Hull, is designed as a companion to 


the *' Question Settled.” 
“ Issues of the Age.” By Henry C. Pedder. 


For Three Dollars and Twenty-five Cents 


We will send TuE TRUTA BEEKER one year and either of 
the following 50 cent books, bound in paper: 

“The Rightu of Man.” By Thomas Paine. Written in 
defense of his fellow-man. A work almost without a peer 
in the world. Large type. : 

“The Crisis." By Thomas Paine. Containing Nos. I. ta 
XVI. inclusive. Written in the ''times that tried men’s 
souls " during the Revolutionary War. 

“The Underwood-Marples Debate.” Between DB. F, 
Underwood, of Boston, and the Rev. John Marples, of 
Toronto, Ontario. Held at Napanee, Ontario, in July, 1875. 

‘t Interrogatories to Jehovah.” By D. M. Bennett, 

“ Career of Religious Ideas : Their Ultimate the Religion 
of Science." 

t The Burgess-Underwood Debate.” Between Prof. O. 
A. Burgess, President of the Northwestern Christian Uni- 
versity at Indianapolis, Indiana, and B. F. Underwood, of 
Bostov, Massachusetts. 

* Which: Spiritualism or Christianity?" <A friendly 
correspondence between, Moses Hull, Spiritualist, and W. F. 
Parker, Christian. 

“The Darwins.” By Mrs. E. D. Slenker, author of 
“Studying the Bible,” “John’s Way,” and numerous essays, 

** The Priest in Absolution.” 

“The Mother of Harlots; or, Popery Dissected.” Being 
an inside view of the enormities of the Romish church in 
Europe and America. and taken from authentic sources, 

“The Popes and Their Doings; or, the Vicars of Christ 
and Vicegerents of God.” <A succinct history of some of 
the blackest criminals the earth has ever borne. 

* Auricular Confession and Nunneries." By William 
Hogan, for twenty-five years a confessing priest. A most 
important book, 

'" Maria Monk: the Mysteries of a Convent; or, Monks 
and their Maidens.” 

‘ Advancement of Science." 


or! 


Personal. 


W. F, Jamieson is engaged in an eight-session debate 
with Elder T. G, Newcomb at Garrettsville, Ohio. He is 
to giv three lectures in Linesville Station, Pennsylvania, 
next, then a course of five lectures in Brighton, Michigan, 
April 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 5th; five in Laingsburg, Michigan, 
April 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th ; and five in Saranac, Michigan, 
April 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th. Address at Brighton, 
Michigan. 


He says, ‘‘ Why do we not concentrate 
our forces in one state where the Leagues are most numer- 
ous (Kansas, for instance), and get formidable in that 
state first; get control of it if possible. That would do 
more than anything else to aid the movement in the other 
states. The lecturers, male and female, could all be em- 
ployed to work in this one state at the same time, Every 
Liberal would be willing to contribute some money to help 
carry on the campaign. If the Liberals could see some real 
progress they would contribute more liberally to the cause.” 
Ihav good reasons for saying that there is no man in the 
United States who desires the success of our cause more 
than does Bro. J, E. Bam. 


Tux Sub-Committee of the National Liberal League for 
the state of California hav recently issued a circular in 
which they say, ‘It is proposed by a number of earnest 
Liberals of this city (San Francisco) and state to establish & 
Freethought journal and Liberal publishing house, and hav 
in connection therewith a headquarters, with library, for 
the use and benefit of friends from all portions of the coun- 
try visiting San Francisco." Further on they say: “ We 
hav done nothing on this coast, Let us act, and act like 
men loyal to humanity. Let us enter into the heroic spirit 
of the National Liberal League, and with the zeal, enthu- 
siasm, and energy which characterizes it throughout the 
East, West, and South, we can build up on the Pacific 
coast a magnificent branch of the tree of liberty, which is 
destined to shield, protect, and advance thorough non-secta- 
rian government.” H, L., GREEN. 

Salamanca, N. Y. 


Community but No Communism. 


A few laboring men on January 16th formed the York 
Farming and Manufacturing Association, for the purpose of 
organizing a co-operative colony. It was proposed, if they 
were successful in forming this, to remove to Northern 
Texas, at some point on the line of the Texas Pacific Rail- 
road. The society has increased so rapidly in numbers 
since its organization, and has received such financial sup- 
port, that it has been settled that the colony shall start for 
Texas the first week in September. 

Its agents are examining now a tract of land in Gonzales 
county, Texas, 1,060 acres in extent, which has been offered 
to them, fully equipped, on ten years’ credit. If they do 
not conclude to take this, one of their members owns 1,280 
acres of land in Kendall county, which they will probably 
buy. In aconversation with a Z7ibune reporter yesterday, 
in regard to the plan of the society, H. E. Sharp, its presi 
dent, said: 

“The colony we intend to settle is to be carried on by a 
stem never tried hefora. 1t xiilbo more liie à commu- 
nity than a Colony, though it could not be strictly called a 
community." 

'* How does your system differ from that of the Shakers 
or the Oneida Community?” 

“ In the first place it is to be purely secular. We intend 
to tolerate all religions but to propagate none. Secondly, 
we do not carry the idea of common property as far as.they 
do. They own all their property in common. We intend 
that only our stores, farms, and manufacturing establish- 
ments shall be common property. The profits of the colony, 
if there are any, are to be divided among the members of 
the society annually. Everybody is to be paid for the work 
he does, and will liv as he pleases. We recognize the fact 
that persons hav different tastes, and that any community 
which compels all its members to conform to the same mode 
of life must inevitably fail." 

“ Hav you any other rules peculiar to yourselves ?” 

“No. We hav a good many very, strict laws; for in- 
stance, one prohibiting the use of liquor; another decreeing 
that the property of the society shall never be divided; but 
all these hav been adopted at some time or another by other 
communities." 

** Are you sure that you will be able to start for Texas in 
September ?" 

** There is not tbe slightest doubt of it,” 

The officers of the society are: President, H. E. Sharp; 
Secretary, W. E. Clegg. The meetings of the society are 
held every Saturday night at No. 2074 East Ninth street.— 
Tribune. 


A novel. By Frederika Mac- 


A Note from Mr. Denton. 


To TOE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Mr. Dan- 
iels, in your last, criticises what he calls my article in the 
issue of February 14th. But of what he calls my article I 
never wrote a line. It is merely a report, and a very 
defective one, of a lecture given by me on the origin of 
man. I believe in no God apart from the universe, though 
the universe in which I believe includes considerably more 
than what Mr. Daniels appears to believe iu. I shall pub- 
lish the lecture in full before long. WILLIAM DENTON. 
Wellesley, Mass , Mar, 26, 1880. 


— M —————— 


Another Friend Gone. 


To THE EDITOR oF Tak Truta Ssexer, Sir: Mrs. 
Jennie C. Kelly-Holmes, my dear wife, departed this life 
on the 8th of this month, at the home of her parents, Oxford, 
Wisconsin, aged thirty years nine months and nineteen 
days. Asshe had come to love Tam TRUTH SEEKER, and 
sympathize with Mr. Bennett, and I believe had her faith 
shaken—if nothing more—in the brimstone doctrine, though 
but three years ago a member of the church founded by the 
bloodthirsty burner of Servetus, I should like to hav it pub- 
lished in your paper. Her disease was consumption. I 
shall not attempt any words in her praise, as words would 


fail me. J. E, HOLMES, 
Liberty, Kan, 


— 


TuE Fourth New York Liberal League will mect at the 
residence « f Mr. Daniel E. Ryan, £81 We:t Thirty-scventh 
Street, on Wednesday evening, April 7th. All members and 
all those who would like to become members, are urged ta 
be present, D. M. BENNETT, Pres, 

E. M, MACDONALD, Sec; 


[From the Boston Investigator. 
D. M. Bennett. 


Mr. EDITOR: Many attempts hav been made to destroy 
his popularity and influence among the masses of the Lib- 
erals, but happily for him and for the cause of Liberal 
thought these attacks hav been in vain. He is more popu- 
lar, and will wield a wider influence when he comes forth 
from his prison-cell, than he did on entering it. His real 
strength may be measured by the meanness of the assaults 
which his enemies hay made upon him. The unscrupu- 
lousness of the Comstock crusade needs no discussion, but 
when his professed co-Liberals nose around to find some 
bits of malicious slander, they show their weakness by the 
additional malice they display in giving wide and trumpeted 
circulation to such calumnies, And all this by the pure in 
heart! These pure-minded men and women would not pub- 
lish aught of Bible vulgarity. Oh, no! They are opposed 
to obscene literature, but if we may believe their interpreta- 
tions of certain letters of D. M. Bennett, they are grossly 
obscene. 

Now, what will be the outcome of this malignant perse- 
cution of D. M, Bennett ? It will augment his power as a 
leader of Liberal thought. The Index must go down. Its 


' narrow tests of respectability, its ambition to rule or ruin, 


its bitter self-righteousness, its ‘‘ cultured” Freethought, 
utterly disqualify it for leadership; nay, these traits are 80 
illiberal that the paper must go to the rear and perish in 
disgrace. And the day of doom, I fancy, is not far distant. 
It hag been my good fortune to talk with hundreds of Lib- 
erals through the West on the Bundy, Abbot & Co. con- 
gpiracy, and I am happy to be able to say that with the 
exception of two persons, not readers of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, every one With whom I had any conversation 
on the subject was an admirer of D. M. Bennett, or at least 
thought him greatly wronged and persecuted by the ''cul- 
tured ” crusaders. The little man of the Zndez would learn 
a great deal of good, hard sense if he were to go West and 
talk with the unconventional but true American of the 
prairies and plains. I fear that his spirit, if it survives the 
crash of the Index and his own minimum mortality, will 
return to read his epitaph, '' Died of over-culture!” 

The people of the West are supporters of D. M. Bennett 
from common-sense Considerations. They see that he is 
thoroughly in earnest, and that he is neither pedant, hypo- 
crite, nor coward. His paper is not designed for any *'cul- 
tured” aristocracy. He is not very anxious to appear 
«respectable " in the eyes of his enemies. It is not a part 
of his aim to win commendatory ‘‘ notices” from the Chris- 
tian press and pulpit. He conducts a large journal, which 
hitg errors hard blows, exposes fraud, and also givs the 
latest words of science. It is both destructive and con- 
structive. If it tears down the false, it also strives to build 
up liberty, equality, and fraternity. zn 

No side issues will long distract the public mind from 
those cardinal principles upon which THE TRUTH SEEKER 
js conducted. Thousands of its readers will now begin to 
count the days until its editor is released from durance vile. 
The general sentiment of regard and affection cherished for 
him by the Liberals at large show that it was but the incar- 
mation of stupidity that led the Bundy and Abbot faction to 
assault & noble man who was already defenseless, Their 
folly is now apparent. Time will speedily right many of 
his wrongs. Yours, etc., W. 8. BELL. 

New Bedford, Mass., Feb. 24, 1880. 


— oo 


Reply to Allen Noe's “Immortality.” 


To ram EDITOR or THE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir’ How does 
Mr. Noe know that *' the soul has and always will be a liv- 
ing, independent entity," and yet ''we cannot conceive of 
jntelligence existing entirely outside and independent of 
organization?” How will he reconcile these two statements? 
Is soul one thing and intelligence another? Is either one 
or the other a ¢h¢ng, a *'living entity ?" Tae Materialist 
denies it, and calls on Mr, Noe for the proof. But Mr. Noe 
believes that each and every soul, mind, or intellect has 
** traveled " through all the kingdoms below, and up through 
all the organisms until man is reached. How does he know 
this, and where is the proof? If his soul traveled through 
these stages, through all the ages from protoplasm, bacteria, 
fishes, reptiles, birds, and quadrupeds, up to its present stage 
of occupation in his own body, will he inform us whether 
his soul has lost or still retains its consciousness of identity 
in all its travels through the lower organisms up to the pres- 
ent one ? 

Is he conscious of his own identity in his fish life, reptile, 
pird, or quadruped mode of existence? If so, let him giv 
his experience in those stages of development, Of course 
he did not lose his identity when he entered the body of the 
genus homo, for here were braius of the highest order. In 
other words, his soul retained its identity when he was born, 
and he must be conscious of the remarkable event. If, on 
the other hand, he has no consciousness of identity when 
he was born, nor prior to his birth, what guarantee can he 
present, derived from the unconscious past, to justify us in 
believing in a conscious future ? 

It some gross physical organism from the lowest type 
upward were essential for the manifestation of his soul in 
the past, then, based on this belief, how can he assume that 
some gross physical body will not be essential for the mani- 
festation of his soul or intelligence in the future? But 
what hav we to say about this human hickory-nut, with its 
two Coats, or rather two bodies, the grosser physical body 
and the finer physical body, with the germ incased in 
both, that is, the life principle, the soul incased within the 
finer body or shell? Why, simply this, when we remove 
the outside and the inside shell also, the germ, or nucleus, 
dies. So with the life principle or soul, it dies likewise, 
that is, supposing it ever had an existence in the proper 
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sense of the term. Nothing exists but the elements of mat- 
ter, and these elements only are infinite and eternal. 

For the sake of argument, let us admit Mr. Noe’s s finer 
body ” (the abode of the soul), the physiology and pathology 
of which he absolutely knows nothing, what about the 
life principle, intelligence, or soul ? is that material too ? 
If not, it must be immaterial; and being immaterial, it can- 
not be a mode of the one, and only one, existence. [Soul or 
life principle, then, can be none other than a quality, func- 
tion, or attribute of the one existence. He says, ‘The 
spirit is not the man, but the flner organism which he 
dwells in." In other words, the spirit is the ‘finer shell” 
of the human hickory-nut, and the soul, according to Mr. 
Noe, is the man with the two coats on. Hence, asI hav 
shown above, the life principle, soul, or man being immate- 
rial, must necessarily be a quality, function, or attribute, and 
therefore subject to all the changes the physical bodies are 
subject to. Soul cannot, with the slightest show of reason, 
be regarded as an existence per, se, 

Mr. Noe admits that “the spirit so called is really refined 
matter and is subject to natural laws." Well, then, one of 
the natural Jaws, the most imperative and consistent of 
them all, is the eternal law of change. One form to-day, 
another form takes its place to-morrow. Lower forms of 
matter changing to higher forms, then dissolving, and their 
elements entering into new combinations in the lower forms 
of existence ; and, according to the law of evolution, again 
and forever going through the same routine ag before. 

In the universe there are no exhaustive processes at work. 
The lower supply the higher modes or forms of being, and 
the higher return to supply the lower, and so on, ad infi- 
nitum, 

But Mr. Noe's Spiritualistic theory infers an exhaustive 
process, since his views lead to the conclusion that al] ani- 
mal modes of being are subservient to one great end, viz., 
the vehicle or instrument for soul manifestation. The ulti- 
matum of his soul, or intelligence, according to Mr. Noe, 
contrary to natural law, is an unchangeable existence. Mr. 


Noe seems incapable of perceiving that if the spirit be 


material and the 8»ul be an attribute or function of that 


spirit, then both must obey the irresistible and eternal law 


of change, in which conscious identity in one form is utter: 


ly lost in succeeding forms. Then of what use is immor: 
tality ? 


If the destiny of the grosser forms or modes of existence 


is their conversion into spirit as a finality, then all forms of 
existence below spirit existence must ultimately cease alto- 
gether. The source becoming exhausted, the animal king- 
dom being extinct, spirit and soul must be utterly cut off 
from any further supplies. 


Suppose, for instance, the spirit and soul of Franklin, 


according to natural law, having suffered change, he has lost 


his identity and taken up his abode in the grosser form or 
Organism of au uysier, ho wust work hls way up, vravel 
through all the degrees until he again takes the highest hon- 


ors in the gift of nature to bestow. If this be immortality, 
and this, according to Mr. Noe’s theory, is- all the immor- 
tality possible, of what practical benefit can it be to hu. 
manity ? T. R. Kınarr, M.D, 
rr 9 — —————— 


Truth Makes Free. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH. SEEKER, Sir: This is 
alleged in John viii, 32, so that all believing in that book 


.| must believe in the heading of this article. It likewise fol- 


lows that the converse of it is true, viz., that ignorance and 
error enslave. The inference is no less clear that it is the 
duty and the interest of every sane person to seek, with an 
unbiased mind, the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth. Failing to do this, we are enslaved; doing this, 
we are in due time free, 

In the leading-strings of partisans, of whatever sect, no 
one can be free. Hence even Paul (1 Cor. i, 11-17) admon- 
ishes against all party spirit. That in some measure the 
Jews are subservient to their rabbis, the Catholics to their 
popes, Cardinals, and priests, the Protestants to their minis- 
ters, and especially D.D.’s, is too clear to need illustration 
and too obvious to need proof. That ignorance and error, 
to some extent, are found in all these sects, is likewise 
nearly self-evident. The testimony of each against all the 
others is to this effect. Indeed, the fact of their division 
and conflicts puts their errors beyond all doubt. Therefore, 
not having the truth, they cannot be free. Instances and 
events transpiring daily confirm this deplorable fact. We 
submit a few at hand: 

In this city, some two years since, the members of the 
leading Methodist church were taught that their Lord would 
hav them erect & superior house for his worship. Hence 
they began, and continued, to giv, to beg, and to collect 
some $30,000, and with it to put up the finest church struc- 
ture in Nashville, the spire rising, Saul-like, head and 
shoulders ‘above all others. Being already taught that the 
Lord would hav them in solemn ceremony dedicate this 
splendid edifice to him and his momentous cause, it was 
accordingly done. Judging from the imposing rites, the 
songs, the prayers, and the sermon, to a crowded nouse, if 
any acts, any worship, can ever be acceptable to their Lord, 
those of that occasion were pre-eminently so. The church 
was thus openly, solemnly, and in accordance with his 
word, divinely given to Jesus, their Savior, as surely as 
they had given themselves to him when baptized in him, 
(Romans vi, 1-4.) 

If the Lord, as the Bible asserts, absolutely received from 
his people the splendid temple built for him and dedicated 
to him under the old dispensation, who can doubt that 
under the more effulgent light of the new, Christ, as their 
great high-priest and intercessor in heaven, did receive and 
accept the dedication of this structure? As his presence 
shone in the temple, did it not in this? If not, then their 
ceremonies, their offerings, and their prayers at its dedica- 


tion, and répeatedly since, were vain, and worse than in 
vain. 

Nevertheless, distrusting his acceptance and fearing that 
he would not take care of it, hig children had it iagured, 
and that too mostly by unbelieving underwriters. The com- 
pany likewise having no faith that Christ would care more 
for that thaa any other house, would risk on it.not more 
than two-thirds of its cost. Sure enough, some four months 
since, just as their newly-assigned D.D. had gone through 
with his first Sabbath discourse, prayers, and ceremonies, 
fire broke out in the grand edifice, and, despite all efforts, 
it was consumed. Wonderful too that there is scarcely a 
plausible theory as to how it caught. Notlong since a brisk 
storm struck Nashville, and three more of the Lord's houses 
went. The poor darkies had toiled for seven tedious years 
to get up a similar church to the fine one (McKendree) 
destroyed by fire, and under the wind it went with the other 
two. 

Now were this an enterprise of science, the matter would 
here stop. Common sense would recognize the fact that 
Christ had not accepted, nor would accept, such churches, 
or that he had no power to keep the elements from destroy- 
ing them. Hence common sense would keep those using 
it from giving, wasting, or throwing away another dime on 
such folly. But ignoring, as they do, all sense, science, 
and logic, elinging to blind superstition, the deluded relig- 
ionists at once commence a second crusade to rebuild and to 
honor the God destroying, according to their faith, their 
works. Were an angel from their heaven sent, or a-second 
Balaam's ass commissioned, to speak the utter contempt of 
their Lord for such houses, the fact could be made no~ 
clearer. : 

The key to the enigma isin the biased subserviency of 
the poor unthinking dupes. They are not free, but under a 
priestly senseless yoke. Could such victims rise to a true 
manhood, look straight at facts, do their own independent 
thinking, and search for truth instead of blind authority, 
they might know the truth and rejoice in being free. 

T'o this end, that is, to induce as many as we can thus to 
do, should be our daily work. If it seem that truth is not 
mighty, that after all it may not prevail, letzus see that the 
fault is not at our own door. Wise, persistent work will 
verify the maxim and bring us to rejoice with the converts 
truth has made. Indeed, we should take pleasure in the 
love, the acquisition, and the spread of that pure, practical 
truth which will make me and all free. W. PERKINS. 

Nashville, Tenn. 


— 
Logic of Facts.—Logié of Errors. 


To TEE EDITOR or Tas TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The 
free platform, so nobly and truly kept open to all corre- 
spondents, whereby all or any views can be expressed 
thrangh tha enlumns of your 'Tnoru Punam, is a privilogo 
one can not find in many of the newspapers published in 
this land of boasted freedom, 

Iam well pleased with the discussion which is going on 
in your columns upon Spiritualism. I ask a right of both 
parties. That right is to allow me to say a few words upon 
the subject. 

For nine years I hav studied the subject, I bav written 


upon it; hav lectured upon it; but the more I read, the ` 


more I think, the more truth and error mixed up in the 
subject do I see. The truth of Spiritualism is only one 
fact,a fact that can be proved to be true; but that fact 
does not prove Spiritualism true. It proves the honesty 
of the believer. Here is the one fact,and the only 
fact, of any importance in connection with Spiritualism: 
The belief in any proposition, whether true or false, has the 
same effect upon the believer so far as acts of volition are 
concerned. The Spiritualist believes that at seances spirits 
do come. Whether they come or not, the belief has the 
same effect as far as the acts of volition are concerned, 
Suppose one gentleman asks another, *'Is thie a good five- 
dollar note?" They both examine it. One believes it is 
good ; the other believes it is bad. The two act differently. 
One will hav nothing to do with it; the other will, One 
would burn it ; the other would pay it. Whether the note 
was good or bad, each gentleman acted upon his belief. 
The note is Spiritualism. The two gentlemen who examine 
it are Mr. Materialist and Mr. Spiritualist. Mr. Materialist 
says to Mr. Spiritualist: ‘‘More ‘ht at this seance., Throw 
open your windows. Let me see what you are doing; 
leave loose of my hands ; stop singing, so that I can hear. 
Call you this an investigation of spirit claims ? Here I am' 
sitting in the dark to enable me to see my hands locked 
fast in the grip of my next neighbor, for fear I should handle 
the spirit inthe dark ; with singing to gather up the sounds 
ringing in my cars, to enable me to hear what your medium 
is doing." i 

The Materialist, when he invites the Spiritualist to exam- 
ine the claims of Materialism, says: ‘‘I will giv all the 
light I can, all the liberty I can. "Your hands, eyes, and 
ears shall hav fair play." 

Two gentlemen now traveling in America, both lecturers 
on Spiritualism, should this meet their eyes, will remember 
lecturing in Preston, Lancashire, England. After the lec- 
ture was over, a few questions were allowed to be asked. 
Here are the questions and the answers. These questions 
put the lecturers ors de combat: 

“ Is Mr. Colliville now under spirit control ?” 

se Yes,” 

* Can your control hear and see me without your eyea 
and ears ?" 

sf Yes.” 

** Will you please turn your back to the audience and tell 
how many fingers I hold up ?" 

[11 No,” 

The confusion, shouting, and laughter that followed this 
answer can be better imagined than described, — — 


| 
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' your bodily organs ?" 


‘or should be put instead. Romanism is Materialism in the 
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The other trance lecturer, in the same town, was ques- 
tioned at the close of his lecture in this fashion : 

* Will Mr. Walker say whether he is now under thé con- 
trol of the spirit of Mungo Park or not ?” 

** T am under the control of Mungo Park.” 

** Can your control hear and see what I am doing without - 


“Yes.” 

(L was standing close to the lecturer.) 

“Iwill now put my thumbs in your ears pnd my fingers 
upon your eyes, and I will talk to the spirit of Mungo' 
Park." 

** Oh, that is clairvoyance, and I am nota clairvoyant.’ 

I replied : ‘‘ Nothing of the kind. I know what clairvoy- 
&nce professes to be, I will put my question in such a form | 
that any one can see whether Spiritualism is true or false. 
I will put it so plain that the most obtuse can see. As your 
control can hear without your ears and see without your 
eyes, let your control, Mungo Park, relinquish control and 
stop here beside me. You go into the anteroom, and while 
you are there I will talk to your control; then come you 
back and let Mungo Park take control and answer my 
questions.” 

Mr. Walker said that was mind-reading and clairvoyance. 
I withdrew, because that answer was the cause of turning 
the meeting into a bear garden and stopping his next 
lecture. 

Spiritualists foolishly carry the war into the Materialist 
camp. They are justified in doing so whenever they can, 
but let it be carried logically. To ask a Materialist to prove 
that man has no soul, is asking too much ; because a man 
can not be expected to prove thata thing does not exist, 
which does not exist. If a soul does not exist, no amount 
of proof will prove hat it does not exist, The proof is go | 
self-evident that no amount of proof can make it more. 
plain. But if a soul does exist, then it can be proved to 
exist. 

The proof lies with him who says a soul does exist. 
proof of existence goes first. No one can be expected to 
prove that a soul is not until some one has attempted to: 
prove that a soul does exist. No one can say no until some 
one has said yes. 

The new germ theory of soul contains so many errors 
founded upon fancies. The fancies are very plausibly ar- 
ranged. The errors are not noticed, the belief hides all the 
folly. The germ theory of soul says that the soul develops 
the body—develops the physical cripple, the mental cripple, 
such as the insane and the idiot. . 

The soul germ progresses from the mineral, through the 
vegetable, then through the souls of other forms before it 
makes the sane man, the insane man, and the idiot. What 
proof is given for this germ theory of spirit? The only 


The. 


80ul germ can progress upwards from the mineral, it retro- 

grades backwards to the mineral. If there was ever a time 

when the soul germ had no identity, there will come a time 

when it will lose its identity. Souls are matter, refined 

matter, subject to the physical laws of matter. Souls are 

organized, subject to the organic laws of matter. Therefore 

they are born and will die. Germ souls are born through 

thousands of births until they reach man, then they eat, 

sleep, faint, get drunk. Here oneislostto know whether 
it is the body eats other soul germs, or if it is the soul that 
eats up so many soul germs to ‘ build up its soul.'* 

What sleeps, the body or the soul? If the body, is the 
soul awake ? If so, how so? i 

If the soul sleeps, then it can die—sleep is death’s sister. 

Is it the body that faints? If so, what is the soul doing! 
while the body is in the fairt ? 

If it is the soul that faints, then it will die.. A faint is the 
mother of death. 

When the soul drinks a glass of beer, it is a strange, bitter 
article. That the soul should feel so very queer with tak- 
ing so few germ particles. CHARLES AUDLEY, 

Wilkinsburg, Pa., March 21, 1880. f 


HoMANISM IS MATERIALISM,— With no disposition to 
make out a case, I must say if Romanism means to main- 
tain that religion should not be isolated from life and con- 
fined in a church, but extended to all teaching and training, 
no church on earth so grossly commits as does ihe Roman 
the very sin it arraigns, It calls Protestant instruction god- 
less, and declares there is no religion in our schools ; but of 
all churches the Romish in chief is the one which confines 
religion to ceremony and hardens it into form. It “com- 
presses its most precious third part of a deity bodily into a 
wafer, to be put on the tongue. That is the doctrine of 
transubstantiation. It abounds in graven images, in saints 
and Virgins, in stone and paint. Picture or statue has its 
place, but the old law is violated whenever aught divine in 
heaven, of which no veritable image exists, is ignorantly 
and profanely represented on canvas or marble on earth. 
Of God and the godlike no engraving or color can be made, 


temple. It is an unspiritual faith. Take away its appeal 
to the senses, to the eye, in vast architecture and elevation 
of the host and gilded cross ; to the ear, in organ or Gre- 
gorian chant ; to the papillary taste, in the elements which 
solemn muttering turns from bread and wine to flesh and 
blood ; to the smell in the incense, which musics so strangely 
with a fixed and not very pure or sweet cathedral odor, so 
different from the open air; and to the touch, from the 
basin of holy water near the portal of the church and the 
curtained confessional, with faces meeting so close, hard by; 
and even in the paintings which I hav seen a worshiper 
handle with tearful ecstacy, as if they were compassion- 
ately alive ;—that is, take away the carnal and earthy sym- 
bolism from its sensuous influence and mortal hold, and 
take away Coarse conceptions of angels and miracles, then 
what but a ghost of the splendid and appalling system were 
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[From the Winsted Press.] l 


Attacking Free Speech. 


Denis Kearney was arrested in San Francisco recently, 


‘fined $1,000, and sentenced to six months’ imprisonment 


for speaking his sentiments in public. We do not know 
what he said, and it is impossible to find out, for the Asso- 
ciated Press, which furnishes the news for the whole coun- 
try, isa lying concern in the employ of capitel, and inter- 
ested in making all agitators of the labor question appear as 
odious as possible, therefore it will never be known in the 
East what Kearney reaily said. But it does not matter 
what he said. It is not in the power of any man to say 
anything against a government, or a system of public busi- 
ness, or a public policy, or a political party, that justly 
makes him liable to punishment either by fine or imprison- 
That Kearney has been arrested for expressing his 
sentiments in public is another of the outrages against free 
speech which are becoming so common that it is difficult to 
giv each case the attention which it deserves. i 

A certain self-exalted clique set themselves up as Censors 
in this country, and declare that whatever expression does 
not conform to their empiric notion of right is necessarily 
wrong and muet be punished. Now itis blasphemy, and 
they select certain words of the English language, and, 
placing their seal upon them, deny everybody except them- 
Belves the right to use those words on penalty of punish- 
ment by fine and imprisonment, or both; and Abner Knee- 
land goes to prison for refusing to recognize their right to 
govern his conscience through the medium of his tongue. 
Next it is obscenity, and they partition off a portion of the 
English language from all the rest and make it a punisha- 
ble offense for everybody except themselves to use the 
language of his country as it suits his taste and convenience; 
and D. M. Bennett goes to prison for refusing to recognize 


' their authority to dictate te him how many words he may 


use and in what connection. Last itis vulgarity and sedi- 
tion, and the rascals hold another convention and decide 


! among themselves that certain words, overlooked in the 


blasphemy and obscenity bull of excommunication, must be 
included under the new head, and Denis Kearney goes to 
prison for the crime of being vulgar and of criticising in 
vulgar language the abuses of the government under which 


| he livs. 


‘It is not Kneeland, nor Bennett, nor Kearney that we 
would defend—though we believe all. of them worthy of 
honor for their personal bravery and fidelity to their con- 
victions—but the great principle of free speech. The sacred 
right of discussion is getting to be violated altogether too 
frequently in a country where the very existence of the 
people's liberties depends upon absolute freedom of speech, 
without which freedom of opinion is worthless. "This right 


perilous times. 

We hav laws against libeling individuals, and it is just 
that they sometimes be enforced, but it is a very different 
affair when the libel is against the government, the admin- 
istration of public affairs, political mismanagement, or the 
adoption of a public policy. These are matters which every 
citizen has an inherent right to criticise and discuss, pro- 
fanely, obscenely, vulgarly, or seditiously, as it pleases his 
conecience and suits his taste. 


There is no safe ground for the people to take but this. 


| The aristocrats, who hav so cleverly bagged their game in 


California, would sing a very different tune if Kearney 
should come into power and turn the tables on them by the 
exercise of the very same power to repress the expression 
of their sentiments that they exercise against him; but if 
they hav the right he has the right, and it is only a question 
of who has the power that decides who shall exercise the 
right. 

It will not do, if we would preserve our liberties and pro- 
tect the advocates of unpopular truth, to allow any set of 
men, however intelligent and however honest, to dictate to 
their fellow-men what sentiments are fit for publication and 
what are not. It will not do to trust the best men this 
country ever produced with the definition of blasphemy, if 
blasphemy is unlawful and a punishable offense, or to define 
obscenity or vulgarity under the same conditions. These 
are all matters of taste and individual opinion, and should 
be left free for each man’s choice—should be left free or 
liberty is a farce. We are only safe when we sturdily 
insist that every fool shall hav the right to be foolish and 
every Vulgar man the right to be vulgar, even to the folly of 
profanity or the vulgarity of obscenity, in print or wherever 
he can find listeners Willing to giv him their satisfied atten- 
tion. This alone will protect unpopular truth, which is 
always foolish or vulgar, generally profane, invariably dan- 
gerous, anà sometimes obscene, as judged by the standards 
which custom and conservatism hav already erected. 

Giv truth and error equal chance before a people educated 
as ours are by the blessed exercise of free speech, and he 
who fears the result may be put down every time as the man 
who livs or profits by error and desires to see it perpetuated. 
If the truth had not been on Kneeland’s side his enemies 
would hav felt secure, and only laughed at his folly. If 
Bennett had not been guilty of publishing the truth he 
would not hav been punished for dealing in obscenity. If 
Kearney had been an unconscionable and vulgar liar the 
recoil of his lies on his own head would hav been considered 
his all-sufficient punishment. The imprisonment of Denis 
Kearney, on ihe pretext that there was danger in his talk, is 
the best evidence in the world that he talked the truth and 
performed a service for humanity by doing so ; but whether 
Kearney told the truth or not the fact i8 that it is becoming 
common in this country to imprison men for differing in 


left ?—Dr. Bartol. [The whole sermon is worthy of care- 
ful perusal by all interested in education and our public 
schools. ] | 


their views from the majority of their fellow-citizens ; and 
this is an abomination which no liberty-loving people should 
submit to for à Bingle hour, 


.. -- proof is.table-repping-mediuma and trance speakers, If the needs to he defended everywhere and hy everybody in these. 
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The Good Work of Spiritualism. 


To THE EDITOR oF TuE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I was 
both surprised and grieved to read the letter of Oharles J. 
Herbold in your issue of March 20th, in his uncalled.for 
attack on Spiritualism. - It was unwise and decidedly inju- 
rious to the cause of Liberalism. I hav probably lived ag 
long and seen as much of the effects of Spiritualism in its 
liberalizing efforts as Mr. Herbold has, and I hav no fear of 
successful intelligent contradiction when I say that it has 
done more in thirty years to break the bonds of sectarianism 
than Infidelity did in a hundred years. Who ever heard of 
8 woman speaking in public on an equality with man until 
the advent of Spiritualism, excepting a few Abolitionists ? 
I freely confess that many foolish, weak words hav been 
spoken of Spiritual mediums, but I also know that grander 
words or more telling blows against old theology, and ten 
thousand more of them, hav been spoken by Spiritual me- 
diums than ever were spoken by Infidels. 

It Spiritualism is all Mr. Herbold says it is, and ten times 
worse, and even if it ia not true that man has a conscious 
existence after death, even then it has done more to elevate 
humanity than any other Liberal power that ever came on 
this earth. : 

It is Spiritualism, and only Spiritualism, that has made 
it possible for such men as Ingersoll Underwood, and 
others, to reach the people as they hav. Where is there a 
town iu the free states, as they are called, but what has 
been Liberalized by Spiritual mediums. The work it has 
done in putting woman on the platform as the equal of man 
is enough to forever command the respect and admiration 
of all who desire to gee the world free from sectarian bond- 
age. . 

Ifitisa delusion, it is the grandest that ever came to 
man, for it has abolished the Chriatians’ God, devil, hell, 
and heaven, and preached the doctrine of human brother- 
hood, and it never was preached by any other class of 
people, unless we except the old Abolitionists. 

It is a serious mistake and source of a sectarian spirit to 
ignore the help of any class of Liberals, be they ever so 
humble, who are Working for the elevation of humanity. 
And certainly none hav done more than Spiritualists hav. 

Washington, D. C. BEWARD MITCHELL, 


R. C. Flower. 


Ata called meeting of the officers of the Independent 
Christian Church of Alliance, Ohio, the following preamble 
and resolutions were unanimously adopted : 


WEHEREAS, In the course of changes and events Dr. R. C, 
Flower, the former pastor of this church, has removed from 
our midst to the city of Philadelphia, Pa., where he is pub- 
licly engaged in the cause of free speech and frce thought, 
and as the result of the intimate relation of pastor and 
-officers of the church has existed from our first organization 
88 & Church to the present time (now about three years), we 
feel to say that we hav found in Mr. Flower a dilígent 
student, an eloquent speaker, and a true friend. There- 
fore, 

Resolved, That we lose in the removal of Mr. Flower a 
fearless and able champion in the cause of reform, and one 
who was never afraid to express his honest convictions, and 
who has through the press and from the platform earnestly 
dealt telling blows against error and superstition. 

Resolved, That we earnestly commend Mr. Flower and his 
amiable wife to the hind consideration and love of the 
friends with whom they may, in their future labors, be 
associated with wherever they may be called in the dis- 
charge of the work that they may find to do. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded 
to Mr. Flower, and also to Mind and Matter, Tak TRUTH 
SgExER, and the Alliance Standard for publication, and 
that a copy be spread on the records of the church. 

: : P. R. Hargs, Pres, 

G. THOMBURG, Sec. 

——— 9 9— —— —— 

tt NATURE'S REVELATIONS OF CHARACTER; or, Physiogno- 
my Illustrated," by the eminent lecturer on physiognomy, 
Dr. J. Simms, is a large octavo book of 624 pages, profusely 
illustrated, neatly bound in muslin, and sold at $3.50. Fu- 
stead of temperament we read about ‘ forms,” and the 
classification is evidently, at first glance, very superior to 
the old ‘“‘bilious” style. The entire body is taken into 
consideration in this new system of physiognomy. The 
doctor tells how character is indicated by bone, muscle, 
brain and nerves, abdomen and thorax. Hair, color, 
laugh, walk, hand-shaking, voice, and manner, are shown 
to express much that ordinary mortals hav heretofore been 
compelled to learn by experience only, and that very im- 
perfectly. Here the gift and power is given to see our- 
selves and others in a true light. Facial expression is 
claimed to be the result of continued habits of thought and 
action, and not the cause of any mental trait, nor is the 
face or brain recognized as the seat of any faculty. Signs 
of character are more numerous and definite in the face, 
though some traits may be shown by any and all parts of 
the body. Large brains indicate great sensitiveness; one 
who suffers and enjoys in the extreme, is easily depressed or 
elated, and pays great attention to details; do not indicate 
great mental ability. The secret of intellect is said to be in 
the equal proportion and strength of the various parts of 
man's entire structure. Large heads are fouud in cold 
Climates, and the size decreases towards the equator ; this 
fact proves that climate has a greater influence in giving 
size to the head than all other causes. Tne best intellects 
are found between extremes in climate and with medium 
size of head. Hundreds ot signs of character are given, 
many faculties hav been discovered and defined that hav 
heretofore been unrecognized, and all hav been named and 
formulated into a system. The principles of this interest- 
ing and useful science are so plainly set forth by the able 
author as to be easily understood by all, aud the signs are 
so evidently apparent that it seems strange they never were 
before observed. The formof the ear denotes musical 
ability; the size and shape of the mouth tell of language. 
Byes well shaded by forehead and eyebrows indicate close 
observers, Large noses betoken great activity.and energy, 
ete, — Oregonian, : " 
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in every county. But what we are greatly in need of here 
is some good lecturer on science and mental liberty. Iam 
sure that the Liberal ranks in Utah would be greatly in- 
creased. I hav myself traveled a good deal in several parts 
of this territory trying to introduce the principles of Free- 
thought, or Infidelity, as they call it; and Iam, therefore, 
acquainted a good deal with the spirit aud feelings of 
the people where I hav traveled; and, as I said before, if 


Lettere from Friends. 


w- 


PonTLANDVILLE, N. Y., Mar. 22, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Will some one of my 
scientifico-materialistic friends please explain the phenome- 
non of the foilowing revelation? In the year 1865, and a 
few days before President Lincoln's assassination, there was 
a certain pérson living in the eastern part of this state to 
whom it was revealed in a vision or dream (or anything that 
the reader may choose to call it) that & plot had been formed 
for the assassination of President Lincoln and Secretary 
Stanton, and stating when it was about to take place ; con- 
sequently said person, or a friend to that person, sent an 
invitation to Lincoln and Stanton, warning them of their 
danger, and inviting them to come to the.state of New York 
and spend a few weeks, and thus thwart the plot and avoid 
the result. But they ceuldn't be prevailed upon to heed the 
"warning. 

Could it be possible that Abraham Lincoln, the bravest 
and most dariug of men, who had been exposed to the hand 
and will of traitors on every side—a man that dared walk 
the streets of Washington tne darkest night, and that with- 
out a body-guard, when hundreds within a stone's throw 
were thirsting after his loyal blood—a man go bold and fear- 
less that he dared to ride through the streets of the rebel 
capital a few days after the surrender of -Lee’s army, 
exposed in the most careless manner, when thousands of 
his observers, beholding him with wonder and longing for 
revenge, Could hav given him the secret bullet, and none 
would hav been the wiser for it ; could it be possible that 
this man, who had been so frequently and unreservedly 
exposed to the mercy of his enemies for five long years of 
contestant warfare, and that without a ecratch, and that, 
too, at a time when cannon were loudly booming through 
every loyal state in the Union, and heralding the good news 
of victory and the fall of secession, and crowning that man 
with a victor’s crown of honor and glory ; could it be that 
such a one was only reserved for the mean, contemptible 
pleasure of an assassin ? Oh, yes; and Lincoln felt it too 
well. (I could tell you more right here.) Alas, that dark 
and terrib.e day arrived, and Lincoln, with something more 
than a common, but a calm, expression, walked to the mar- 
tyr's stage, and there and then received the assassin's ball. 

Poor, poor Lincoln! That conspicuous, gorgeous flower 
has dropped from the wreath of our glory! Oh, yes ; the 
rebels’ truest friend and ihe father of love and liberty had 
fallen | 


priestly interference, we would soon see a great change in 
Utah. I will therefore say, as the good old hero Thomas 
Paine said in regard to the kingcraft of France, '' Behead 
the priesteraft" of Utah, but not the priests. Surely it 
would be a redemption to Utah. You talk about sixty 
thousand priests in the United States. Bless your soul, I 
am almost sure we hav that number here in Utah alone. 
There are Melchisedec priests and Aaronic priests, high- 
priests and small priests; yes, priests of all grades and 
sizes; in fact, almost every male member of the Mormon 
church, from eight years old and upward, is a priest of 
some kind. And ever so small a fellow of this priestly 
gang wil bark at truth. Yes, if ever a spot of this earth 
was Cursed with priestcraft, it is Utah. Still I feel happy 
to state that priestcraft is losing its iron grasp to a great 
extent, thanks to science and Civilization, The great 
Atlantic and Pacific Railroad was the first great redeemer 
for Utah. 

Brigham Young said twenty years ago: ‘Before spostates 
shall come to flonrish in these valleys of the mountains, I 
will unsheath my bowie-knife and with it conquer or die. 
I say to Jew or Gentile, keep your tongues still and let the 
people alone in these valleys of the mountains or you will 
find that which you were not looking for.” And the most 
bloody and cruel deeds were perpetrated in these valleys of 
the Rocky Mountains under the cloak of religion. 

I will here express my great joy and happy feelings to see 
in your paper of March 18th that our heroic friend's term of 
imprisonment expires on the 29th of next month, and that 
our friends and brothers of the National Defense Associa- 
tion hav taken steps to giv the brave old hero a grand recep- 
tion. Most surely he deserves it. He served his unjust 
sentence as & martyr for the cause he loved. 

And therefore I say, friends of freedom, who love free- 
dom, physical and mental—freedom of the press, freedom 
of speech, and untampered mails, wherever you are, in Utah 
or elsewhere—let us all unite in this grand effort. Surely 
we cannot all afford to go to New York to meet face to face 
with our brave and noble martyr and brother. Allow me 
here to make a suggestion. Let each and every one of us 
help what little we can to defray the expenses, 80 that it 
may be a grand reception, 80 that our good old hero may 
see that ke has friends yet who realize that he has suffered 
not for his own cause but for the cause we all.love and 
cherish. Let each of us pay fifty cents toward this grand 
reception, and if we feel able pay more. I know none of 
you are poorer financially than myself, but I will pay my 
share; and let some of us exert our influence &mong our 
friends and get the money together, and hav it sent in time 
to Tug TRUTH SEEKER office. I shall do my part in this 
locality. I would suggest that we make this time—the 29th 
of April—a grand holiday for ourselves, that we may hava 
grand time, When we can hav an opportunity to meet 
together and hav a few speeches and recitations, and, in 
fact, a good, social recreation for us, in honor of our 
brave old-hero in this nineteenth century, and to the dis- 
honor of a cowardly and fanatical President of the United 
States in 1880. i 

Friend D. M. Bennett ig the hero in this great cause, No 
arch-devil in human shape can crush him. No, no! His 
cause is just, his mind free, and Richard is himself again. 
Look at his works even inside the gloomy prison-cell. Read 
his convention of the gods. Isis the grandest thing I ever 
read. Ah, fora thousand Bennetts and Ingersolis! How 
the grim old fiend of humanity, Priestcraft, would hav to 
flee the country! and the glorious banner of freedom would 
then not be misnamed, as, to our sorrow, is the case to-day. 
Your brother and fellow-laborer for human progress, 

ANDREW LARSEN, 


“There may hav been a few hearts rife with joy, 
But there were millions rent with grief.” 


Yours truly, PETER SOULE, 


Fort WaAyNE, IND., Mar. 24, 1880. 
Mn. D. M. Bennurr, Dear Sir: As the times hav been 
rather hard with me so far as finances are concerned, I hav 
been very negligent about paying my subscription ; but the 
old adage, “ Better late than never," I hope will apply in 
my case, Within please find five dollars, to apply to my 
subscription and help keep THE TRUTH SEEKER a booming, 
for it is the paper to rattle up the dry bones of thé priests of 
this country, and I hav great hopes that when you are once 
free from those human vampires who wish to extract every 
drop of Freethought blood out of the civilized world you 
will make it as warm for them as they richly deserve. Iam 

yours for the truth, JAMES S. Frost. 


ALLIANCE, OHIO, Feb. 25, 1880. 

EDITOR Truro SEEKER, Dear Sir: In renewing my sub-. 
scription I would send greeting to the fraternity of Liberals 
and truth seekers, and especially to our worthy standard- 
bearer and his companion and assistants—those who moat 
severely hav felt ¿he heat and toil of battle, and hav fallen 
into the hands of the enemy, and are even now suffering in 
the power of the enemy as unjustly a3 did our brothers at 
Avdersonville, 

Do not doubt that noble hearts all over our broad land 
beat in sympathy for D. M. Bennett, when he is thus most 
unjustly persecuted and through him the cause of Free- 
thought. Is it not a direct blow at the heart of our free 
institutions ? Are not our sacred rights invaded? and 
should not those who stand on the side of freedom, as 
opposed to sectarian persecution—those who would preserve 
our country from the blighting cffects of Christian intoler- 
ance and priestly rule—should they not stand firmly together 
as a band of warriors to repel the attacks of the foe? Iam 
pained to see so much contention among those who hav a 
common enemy that stands menacingly before those who 
aheuld receive all their spare ammunition. I think there is 
no cause for difference among the Liberals, If we do not 
gee everything exactly alike, why need we put the worst 
possible construction upon the views of others ? 

Now, if Cometock can dry up the terrible stream of 
obscenity will we not all vote him a crown of honor? But 
from all I can learn that is not what he is trying to do, but 
only under that guise is he persecuting those who are the 
reformers snd promoters of better morals~-those who seek 
to find the cause of vice and to remove it, 
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OGDEN, Uran, Feb. 23, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH ÜEEXER: I see in your paper of February 
14th, under the heading of ''Letters From Friends," one 
from R. G. Richardson, to whom I would like to offer a 
suggestion with the best of feelings, which, I hope, may be 
profitable to him and some others. 

. Now, my friend Richardson, allow me to ask you why it 
18 that you will giv offense to brethren in the cause of tree- 
dom of thought and speech, United, as we are, or as we 
should be, in the grand work of universal liberty and.bound 
together in the Liberal League movement, having one and 
the same object in view—the release of Liberals of every 
kind and denomination from the yoke of bondage, mentally 
and physically, by which we are ground down and deprived 
of our rights to think and speak, bequeathed to us by the 
Constitution of our country? Do you not know that we are 
too weak to attack the monster single handed? And as 
your Malthusian views (I think) hav the least adherents of 
any ofher party in opposing the great orthodox powers, 
you, of all others, ought to save your offensive epithets for 
another purpose rather than risk the turning of any from 
the great work in hand, ard now particularly the Spiritual- 
ists, who, I think, will outnumber any other class of Lib- 
erals now engaged in the work, j 

Do you not know that in this union of Liberals we agree 
in effect to bid our private and pet schemes lie dormant 
while we are engaged in one general warfare against a 
common enemy in a death-struggle for our common and 
equal rights? Why then find fault with your brother in 
the struggle? Can your party, 
accomplish the great work in hand? Do you want freedom 
of thought and speech to propagate your views? If you do, 
and if you are in earnest, just sit down alone and work cut 
8 little strategy. Ask yourself the question, How can I 
work out my freedom and hav the liberty that is my right 
to propagate my views of reform? My party is not strong 
enough to demand and obtain those rights, 
giv utterance to them under the present opposition by. the 
orthodox power, I will surely be pronounced obscene, and 
may find inyself minus my liberty even to walk the streets, 
my purse less about five hundred dollars, and my body and 
soul behind the bars for thirteen months or longer, with the 
privilege of propagating my pet schemes through the grat- 
Ings of a prison window to an assemblage of stones, bricks, 
and mortar of orthodox argument against all reform sub- 
jects, This I shall find not very refreshing while resting 
zm a hard day's work making shoes or turning a tread. 
mill, 

I must not forget Mr. Bennett's present situation nor the 
persecution of my Malthusian friends in England. QObscen- 
ity takes a wide rahge of meaning by the orthodox lexicon 
Well, I think I hear you ask, What ghall I do? Why, jus 


“ As the drop mingles with the surging ocean, 

As the sand falloth on the sea-girt shore, 

Bo shall a thought of truth, if put in motion, 
Liv ’moneg other thoughts forevermore; 

And as one globule doth"displace another, 
Moving old oseag with its tiring might, 

Bo move our words g cister or a brother, 
Bwaylng them in the paths of Wrong or right,” 


Isclosed find post-office order for four dollars and fifty 
cents, three dollars of which is to renew my subscription 
and one dollar and fifty cents to pay for your paper six 
months to Curtis Goddard. Yours ior the light of truth on 
all subjects, CLEMENT ROCKHILL, 


DEwEYsvILLE, UTAN, March 20, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEExER: Hoping that you wili allow me 
a little space in your paper, I will here, with these few 
lines, inform you and the many readers of your paper how 
"we are prorperivg in this part of the renowned " Zion"? of 
America. Like Zion of old, it is wall stocked with prophets 
and priests of all manner of names and titles. Priestcraft 
is the greatest enemy that we hav to contend with here, 
stili of course ignorance is the great supporter of the craft; 
but if the people could be left to their own judgment and 
Common sense, free from tbe contaminating influence of the 
priests, they would be first-class both to liv and iabor with 
Jor the progression of science and free thought. Siill we 
are trying to keep the car of progress moving, 

Iwas happy to see in the report of the Local Auxiliary 
Liberal Leagues—in your issue of March 6ih—that Utah 
hassix Leagues. Six Liberal Leagues in twenty counties 
are not many. Still I know there is plenty of room for 
improvement, We ought to hay at least one Liberal League 


the people could be left to their own judgment, free from. 


alone and unaided by others, 


If I attempt to |- 


hum over a iune, beat time to it with the tips of your fingers 
on your forhead. Nothing yet? Then scratch your head, 
and if your skull is not thicker than mine or as bare of per- 
ception inside as it ought to be of workers on the outside, T 
will venture a guess that you will feel or hear a suggestion 
that will solve the problem, Help! union! allies! Now 
say you, “I hav it. I will form an alliance with Free- 
thinkers and Spiritualists and all others who are opposed to 
the orthodox usurpation of power, and we will hav an army 
that will enable us to obtain our equal rights,” à 

Now, my dear brother, if we can only let our pet schemes 
lie dormant long enough, hidden down deep under the 
elements of union in the Liberal League movement, and 
work together with a full purpoge of equal rights and liber- 
‘ties for all on that platform, we will. most assuredly gain a 
full and complete victory. : 

Having accomplished that purpose of our union, and 
having established the broad basis of equal rights, we can 
then unearth our pet schemes and advocate our special 
principles, political, religious, or social, without the fear of 
the old arguments of orthodoxy or conservatism when in 
power, which has ever been the scaffold, the torch, or the 

rison, 
, Now, as we do not love blood or cruel torture as well as 
our Christian opponents do, we Will try to gain & bloodless 
victory; and if we will only down with self and up with the 
Standard of equal rights, and quit offending our brother; if 
we will work with a will, shoulder to shoulder, united, 
heart and hand, in the use of the ballot, we will in a short 
time hav established the platform of the Liberal League, 
and send proudly to the masthead the banner of equal rights 
for all to float to every breeze, side by side with the Stars 
and Stripes over the ‘‘land of the free and the home of the 
brave." 

Now, my good Bro. Richardson, I do not wish to offend 
you, but hope, by reminding you of your inconsistency, I 
may do you good, and perhaps some others of our Liberal 
brethren may take a gentle hint. 

Tam a Spiritualist, and one of the strongest and most 
determined in the cause of equal rights, Malihusian as well 
as Spiritualist, and every other, not excepting the rights of 
the Mormon brotherhood, whom I know betier than many 
others do, and I can afford to stop or bow and let your 
barbed arrows ily over my head (if they hit some other 
Spiritualist, that I can't help); neither shall I fly the track if 
some kind brother should try to trip me while I am pursuing 
the enemy. I must, however, remind you of what you say in 
your letter : ‘tI wish to speak of Spiritualists, ex-reverends, 
etc. ;" and you add, ‘‘ As to Spiritualism, I know but little 
about it, only what I hav learned from your paper." And 
afterwards you say you ‘‘think the howl about obscenity 
comes mostly from Spirituatists.” Now, as Spiritualism ia 
something that you do not know anything about (you only 
think), why do you think so loud that thousands can hear 
you and many may be offended? If the Spiritualists are not 
as you think them, you must see that you hav given offense 
without cause. And if they in return would think of you 
in like manner, in your demand for books teaching the 
Malthusian doctrine, they too might think loud enough to 
offend all your party, If we persist in carrying out such 
party feelings, with such thinking, we will so thin our ranks 
DS will never accomplish ihe general desire of the 
Whole. 

Next, you are thinking too loud ahont the ''ex.rever.. 
ends;" and not only think, but call them “ignorant and 
stupid,” and say much more about them, as well as about 
the Spiritualists, that is untrue and uncalled for. Whom 
do you mean by ''ex-reverends?" Are you so *' gtupid and 
ignorant" that you do not know that your expression in- 
cludes all the gentlemen of that class who hav been bold 
enough to brave the opposition and sacrifice a good perma- 
nent salary for the cause of truth? | In the name of truth, 
do not, my good brother, think go loudly and talk so un- 
truthfully about some of our best and most sacrificing help- ' 
ers aud brothers in the good work. If there are any ''ex- 
reverends" or Spiritualists who hav deserved your loud 
thinking and spesking, hav the moral Courage to name 
them (or, better still, stop your thinking till the victory is 
Won), and do not slander, by these means, all who are 
known by these titles. 

Allow me to refer you to my letterin Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
of January 14th, page 48, for further advice; and please 
read your own letter in the issue of the 14th inst., and at 
the same time cast your eye on the letter above yours, in 
the same column, of Grace L. Parkhurst, and see what she 
says about Spiritualists, aad then think about yourself and 
your want of proper or right thinking when you wrote that 
letter, and Believe me your sincere friend, 

Joun A, Jost. 


Rockport, Mo., March 19, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTO SEEKER: Inclosed please find two dollars 
to apply on my subscription to TAE TRUTH SEEKER. I 
was a trial subscriber to begin with, but I don't think 
T can get along without Taz TRUTA SEEKER, at least not 
until Mr. Bennett’s time in prison expires, I think his im- 
prisonment by our boasted free and republican government 
is an outrageous shame, and a cruel, heartless wrong. I 
would like to know who among us is safe from prosecution 
if we utter and publish our honest thoughts. I tell you that 
there is a latent power in this land, if fully developed snd 
brought to the front, that would change all this, and make 
this indeed a free country in the broadest sense of the term, 
and men would no longer cringe beneath the frowns of 
Christian intolerance and bigotry, 

There are a great many people here that believe in free 
thought, free speech, and free mails, but they fear ostracism 
in & business point of view, and socially and politically also, 
and tliey keep mum as a matter of policy. I want to see 
the day come when we can be our honest selves, and speak 
and publish our honest opinions without fear of prosecu- 
tion, persecution, or ostracism, If it ever comes, we will 
hav a grand national and free jubilee. Hoping that Mr. 
Bennett will come out of Prison well and hearty, and full of 
Liberal views, I am, 

Your most obsdient Servant, G. G. BECK. 


SACRAMENTO, UAL., March 17, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Find inclosed post- 
office oraer for $4.00 tor Tar Trutra SEEKER. Send to J. 
L. York, San Jose, Cal. It is a little more than is now due; 
please giv credit and accept our heartfelt sympathies. With 
you we hav counted the months and now the weeks, aud 
goon it will be only days to count before our noble brother 
and worker for human rights wil again take his place 
amongst us, We hope to soon see him again in his office 
and with his family, How often I hav looked into his 
prison, through the door opened by THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
and sympathized with him and you! 
Please accept the best wishes of myself and husband, 
Mns, J, &, YORK, 


The Truth Seeker, April 3, 1880. 
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LEAVENWORTH, IND., March 22, 1880  ! 
To TRE EDITOR or THE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: Thirty- 
eight days more and you will be shaking heads with yonr , 
numerous friends, happy day for thepa as well as yourself. ` 
The days and nigbts seem long to me since your incarcera- 
tion. Thé old TRUTH SEEKER comes regularly, is read with 
admiration by myself and family. The convention of the 
gods made' me laugh outright; it made me forget all my 
troubles. ` 
I send my best wishes to the old bero and all interested 
in that firm, Yours for truth, O. W. Hannum. 


SUNDAY OCELEBRATION.— CHURCH TAXATION, — C2 OPERA- ` 
VION. : i 

g ROSENBERG FLA, 

- EprTor TRUTH SEEKER: My countrymen in Newark 

made a declaration of rights on the League some time since 

ihat suggests ideas for solving the questious indicated in the 

heading of this article. If practical g.v them a space. 

Since cur Christian friends insist on celebrating the Sun- 
day according to their notion, let us for the sake of peace! 
comply with their desire. The Gérmans hav in every city | 
and almost every town a meetinghouse, called “ turner hall," 
and where not, they might rent a house, c:l] it their church, 
temple, ryaagogue, etc., and hold their meetings there, con- 
forming us close as possible to the sacred rites of the Chris- 
tian and other sects. If our opponents fancy the necessity 
of having the members called to the meeting by the ring of 
a bell, a big cow-bell might answer. The friends hav to 
appoint either one of their number, or, as it might happen, 
have a traveling ‘‘ evangelist " to '*]ead them in prayer.” 
The ‘‘service” has to consist in singing, sometimes ac- 
Gompanied by music, in & sermon on scientific, social, 
hygienic, or other important matters conducive to the wel- 
fare of the human race, ‘‘ confessions of experience," 7. e., 
discussions are in order on all questions the times may sug- 
gest. Of course the “love feast" has to be administered in 
a good lunch and lager beer. And as the times are wicked 
and are steadily getting worse, according to the statement 
of our truthful orthodox friends, because religion is decay- 
ing, I urge my countrymen to keep their temple open at 
every hour of the day for the reception of ‘‘ erring sinners,” 
and to hold ‘‘revival meetings" every evening. Playing 
cards there publicly might be objectionable to our friends 
on the other side, and ought to be omitted from the holy 
performance. Don’t hurt their feelings. They are power- 
ful and revengeful, and their ‘‘religion of love and good 
will toward à]l men " might compel them to cast you into 
the dungeon, Of course guests are always welcome in the 
house of worship. 

Now, friends, if you turn the whole affair this way and 
claim exemption from taxation as long as it is granted to 
other religious sects, nobody will aunoy you in your devo- 
tions. The host of the meeting-house will also be free from 
taxes as the dispenser of. the holy victuals. Asa matter of 
courge you will be always ready to continue paying taxes 
for the property devoted to the divine service as soon as the 
other sects submit to equality before the law. Fr ends, 
commence at once to carry it out; and if you are established 
aa a religious congregation, who could prevent you from 


i Substantial, anythiug real, or anything to make character 


superstition and theological fanaticism that predominate in 
the neighborhood of churches. It is generally admitted that 
women are the chief workers in the church, avd that they 
work not only for the strength of its membership, but in 
furnishing their meeting-houses with their proper out&t such 
ag carpets, lamps, organ, and vocal music, etc. These objects 
are frequently attained by their labor and skill in getting up 
church attractions in the shape of ten-cent suppers, church 
festiva's, to which is added little games of chance, and often 
they are personally called on to go round on a peity collect- 
ing tour for the support of their mivis‘er. Bat these late 
«forts to maintain the church are evidences of its Weakness, 
and even signs of its dissolution, for if there were anything 


and to promote the love of humanity in it, it should stand 


upon its own merits. When the truths in Infidelity, through 
the channels of education, hav reached those workers in 
the church, when they will hav found their true and noble 
Sphere at home as mothers, in teaching their children the 
first lessons of simple truths as they are found in nature, 
and the love of humanity ia practical deeds in place of theo 
logical fables, then wiil speedily approach the end of 
anotuer heathen religiou, the religion of false Christianity. 
J. KINSER. 
WausAU, Wis, March 2, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Honored Sir : I hav read your last letter 

from the Christian bastile at Albany, and it gladdened my 
heart to hear tbat your heath is better. I hav been very 
anxious to hear from you regarding your health, as I know 
ihe pressure must be hard on you, being old and shut up 
from your family and friends—even if the institution you 
sre in is a Christian one. But the time is swiftly passing on, 
and within three months you will bea free man. And I 
hope that virtuous young mau Comstock will let you alone 
—and everybody else that is pursuing his legitimate busi- 
ness, although their religious views may be contrary to the 
president’s and secretary’s of the Young Men's Christian 
Association. 
: I sce by your letter that the Christian fraud in the Pres- 
ident’s chair has again promised to let you out and backed 
down again, which is another proof that he is-a moral fraud. 
It isa good thing for the American people that he is not 
seeking a renomination, but will retire to obscurity aud ob- 
livion 4s the most good-for-nothing president there has been 
elected in this country. Iam only sorry that it was my bad 
luck to vote for him ; but I will promise upon my sacred 
honor not to vote a Republican ticket again while I liv, as I 
believe that party is morally dead. And my vote shall in 
the future becast with the young and prosperous Greenback 
party of reform and liberty. : 

What I intended to write about was the new book you are 
getting out. I want a copy of that, and J. P. Larson, a 
reader and admirer of your paper, wishes me to tell you 
that he wants one, and as soon as it is published we shall 
forward the money to your office. 

Hoping that this will find you in good health, I remain, 

Yours for truth, 8. JOHNBON. 


GARDNER Grove, Car , March 15, 1880, 
Dear FargND BENNETT: Ínclosed find post-office money 


holding picnics and camp meetings on week and Sundays 
with or without entrance fees, just as the other sects are 
doing... 7 ————— ——— = 

This seems to me the shortest and surest way for com- 
pelling tho churches to bear their share in the burden of 
taxation, and there has to be done something for this end 
and soon, us the accumulation of property iu the dead hand 
is going on rapidiy with some abominations, and if they 
continue in that way for fifteen years longer, half of the 
real estate will be in the hauds of religious sects that shift 
their proper share of taxes upon productive property, which 
has a better claim for exemption as it conveys blessing to 
the human race ; but still worse, this huge church property 
might in some future time be used in combination with the 
monyed aristocracy and the monopolists to ‘‘stamp out 
Freethought.” 

Another suggestion: As long ag church property is ex- 
empt from taxation, would it not be advisabie for Liberals 
to deed their property to some Liberal congregations, for 
instance, the Church of Humanity in New York, or to the 
Liberal Lesgue when incorporated ? Save the taxes aud 
spend them for propagating our cause, just as other sects 
are doing. If it is feasible, will one of our members 
versed in the law make out a form of deed and publish it in 
Tar TRUTH SEEKER. I for one will carry out the suggestion. 

In reading the letters from friends in our beloved TRUTH 
SNEEKER, we find in at least half of them the complaint, ''I 
would if I could.” It is heart-sickeningpbut true, Now, 
can we, through our organ, THE TRUTH SEEKER, not do 
something to promote the physical welfare of our commu 
nity ? Suppose Tax TRUTH SEEKER might devote but one 
column to the dissemination of useful information, anewer- 
ing questions of a practical nature, accommodating employ- 
ment-seeking Liberals, etc., methinks it would benefit a 
great many of our members, would furnish them the means 
for spreading Freethought, disseminating the eye-opening 
tracts, etc , and at last pay fully for that little space occu- 
pied in Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 

Now, to make thia idea practical, I propose to manufac- 
ture orange butter and send it to members of our League in 
the North to sell it there, and to start gradually a business 
there in this article as well as in Souihern fruits. Those 
who areinclined to take hold of this offer may inquire for 
particulars, If others hav other propositions to make, let 
us hear and accept them if we can be mutually benefited by 
it, This exchange between North and Soutb, East and 
West, will furnish a powerful tie for all the Liberals over the 
Union. Sincerely yours, KARL ENGLER, 


Sr. Jonns, ILL., March 8, 1880. 
Epnrron TRUTH SEEKER : As a matter of course, I hav 
long ago chosen to take the “ none in-iine," However, I 
like to read the best shots from both batteries, and accus- 
tom myself to the best tactics of mental warfare, for 1 pre 
dict a powerful conflict in the near future mentally. and I 
fear physically, The latter I hope can be avoided. If it be 
required, in order to throw off the ecclesiastical burden, it 
will hav to come. ‘* Giv us liberty or death,” should be the 

watchword of every true Liberal. Wa. A, Tuompson. 

s CHAMPLIN, MINN. 
Mr. EprrOR: There is not a more hopeful sigu of the 
success of the Infidel and Liberal cause in our country than 
is seen in the increasing number of female writers iu the 
columna of the ** Frienoly Correspondence” of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. Itis almost beyond contradiction that where a 
woman is found having a liberal share of intelligence, and 
18 a general reader, not alone of light stuff but solid intel- 
*ectnal material, she bas 8 natural leauing to the side of 
Infidelity. Itis not easy to over-estimate woman's strength, 
when properly applied, in breuking this environment of 


order for three dollars for subscription to your paper. I 
value the paper very much, ànd hope it will grow in popu- 
tarity-in-theiutare-as-it-bas-in-the-past.-_ Myself and family: 
sympathize with you in your persecution and unjust im 
prisonmeut. We hav plenty of bigots and fanatics here 
who declare that unbelief in the Bible ought to be punished. 
The Christian Advocate is their prompter, but there are a 
large number of Freethinkers here also to combat them, 

I would like to be one of the procession to meet you at 
the expiration of your term of imprisonment and escort you 
to your home with the Stars and Stripes trailing in the dust 
and a badge of mourning in the place of the flag. 

Yours for truth and justice, JAMES S, DEMING. 


HampBoreg, N. Y , March 17, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Kuowing you to bea 
firm friend of the progress of freedom of thought, and hop- 
ing that you could find space in your paper, I thought I 
would inform the outside world of the state of affairs in the 
village of Hamburgh. For the past three months the people 
in this vicinity hav been in a perfect uproar of excitement 
caused by the conduct of a Methodist divine, who is carry- 
ing on a series of revivals at the M, E. church. 

The ‘‘much beloved” pastoris an Eaglishman, and has 
rushed things forward with all the bull-headedness charac- 
teristic of a Johnny Bull. Not only has said pastor been 
trying to convert people, but he has used his tongue to such 
an advantage that he has preached his choir out of the 
church, and the majority of people hav become disgusted 
with him and his modus operandi. 

Among the convertfthere is a young lady. Not long 
since, a party was held at a private house, and during the 
evening the young lady in question participated in the 
dancing. At the next meeting the boss gospel-slinger gave 
a tirade against dancing, commenting on the party thusly: 
“A party held at the house of so-called respectable people." 
** Wal zing in the arms of wortlrless profligates,” etc. 

The family at whose house the party was held are among 
the most respectable peuple in town, and none but respect- 
able people were present. Furthermore, there ure quite a 
number of Freethinkers in (his place, und great is the wail- 
ing and gnashing of teeth among tnem, for they hav had 
their doom sealed. The lamb-like pastor has predicted their 
removal within tne coming year, and has prayed for their 
removal. Doesthis show à Christian spirit? Such a man 
is more fit to be a cattle- driver than a minister of the gospel 
in a civil zed community. 

Of course all churcb-memhers and religious fanatics 
uphold him in his course, To see alot of persons going 
forward on the **anxious" seat and falling on their knees 
and groaning and shouting, when they are known to be the 
most vile of hypocrites, is disgusting in the extreme; but 
such is the case, and who can wonder that people are dis- 
gusted with them and also with a pastor who maliciously 
slanders respectable people? A FREETHINKER. 


MONTREAL, March 20, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEEER: I was a subscriber to your paper 
from its first number until four years ago, when l was 
obliged to travel for my health. Since then I hav been 
unfortunate and not able to pay for the paper, yet through 
the kindness of friends I hav nad the privilege of reading 
Tas TRUTH BEEKER until last December, when I moved 
to this city, where I canuot find a single copy of it, and L 
want it the worst way, particularly to kaow what has 
become of the hero of humanity, D. M. Bennett. Please 
send me a few numbers, and as soon a8 there is the least 
change in my fortunes, I will pay. lu the meau time Í will 
try to get a few subscribers—a few, I say, because this city 
is the most adverse to reason and commoa sense of any I 
hav known, and I hay seen the best part of America, 


It may not be amiss to giv you a concise description of 
the city for the benefit of your readers, 

I hav not examined its records, but from personal obser - 
vation I judge its population to be about 150,600 reckoned 
as follows: White-neckties, 500; black-gown-wearers, 
1,000 ; gospel sufferers, 35 000 ; priest-ridden miserabics, 
118 500; total, as I said, 150,000. 

The gospel class is very much like that you hav in the 
United States, but the priest-ridden portion is very peculiar. 
It is composed of men and women of sl! ranks, but all 
cqually pious, fanatic, submissive to the absurd rules of the 
church, and opposed to common sense aud human under- 
standing. They draw a straight line between div ne and 
worldly affaira. In the former they strictly adhere to the 
rules laid down by the priest, and ia the latter tuey are 
guided by natural instinct. Soul and body are two sep- 
arate and distinct parts of the haman being, consequently 
they al confess their sins aud pass Jesus Christ tarough 
their bowels at least once a year, but none of them hay the 
least respect for truth and justice except in cases where it is 
the most remuner&tive in pecuniary or other personal sdvan- 
tages. None of them would eat meat on a Friday or in 
Lent, but scarcely any of them will seruple to drink whisky 
ia profusion any day in the year. They must sll go to 
church on Sunday and hear mass, but the majority of them 
kuow the way to the back door of some house of diasipa- 
tion, where they repair after divine service to gratify their 
lust in spite of the Ninth Commandment of their chief boss 
not to do so. 

By the way, the priests of Montreal hav instituted a new 
thing that comes very handy to young folks particularly. 
They manufacture profusions of low- masses early Sunday 
where the fidels can go and fulfil their duty towards God in 
a hurry and then hav the whole day to spend in more agree- 
able company. 

Last, but not least, Montreal is supplied with two remark- 
ably good sets of beggars; one is composed of friars and 
nuns, begging in the name of the poor, whom they do assist 
more or less on condition that they think and say as they 
do, but first supplying themselves with stone houses, plenty 
to eat, drink, and wear, good horses and carriages, and all 
the money they can spend. ` 

The other set is composed of all men, women, and chil- 
dren, who must be very numerous, as their average call at 
any one house of the city is twenty-five a day. They assail 
in the name of God, which authority 1 question very much, 
because I hav right in my sight and hearing a good sample 
of them, approved as a good family, well deserving alms, 
and, in fact, receiving from some charitable institution a 
weekly allowance of food and fuel. Their life is very reg- 
ular in its way. They rise at 9 A M. The old man immedi- 
ately proceeds to turn the young ones out on the street to 
beg. The mother and the oldest daugbter receive visitors 
who bring a bottle of narcotic to quiet the old man’s nerves, 
At 9 P x. the last visitors depart, after which the old man 
and old woman quarrel and fight, good to the edification of 
the little ones, then they pray an nour, and retire to their 
virtuous beds and sleep in the Lord. 

Yours truly, 


NELsoN, IND , Feb. 25, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Tan TRUTH SEEKER reaches 
us with the regularity of the rising sun. It is ever a wel. 
come visitor laden always with splenJid mental alimenta- 
tion Every member of my family is glad when the day 
comes for the arrival of our favorite paper. 

I rejoice that. your term of unjust Christian imprison- 
ment is nedriy ended. I hav often thought, with grief and 
sorrow, of you, in your lonely cell iu that Ohristian bastile, 
confined for no cause in the world, except that you did not 
believe in that great fraud, Christianity, and had the hon- 
esty and manhood to say so. Your imprisonment is a dis- 
grace to our conntry, a foul blot on the civilization of the 
19.h century. I hope you will be the last man imprisoned 
for opinion's sake in this country. That superlative 
scoundrel and sneak Anthony Comstock, though he suc- 
ceeded, with the help of the orthodox, bigoted, and per- 
jured Benedict, to place you '' Behind the Bars,” failed 
in his main object, which was to crush THE TRUTA SEEKER. 
You hav many enemies among the clergy aud iu the 
churches who would gladly keep you in prison durirg your 
whole life, many of tuem, doubtless, wou.d rejoice exceed- 
ingly to see you burnt 8t the stake. 

Now, while you hav many Christian enemies, you hav 
also many friends, devoted friends, among the Liberals, 
who are generally the best people in the community whero 
they liv. They are also the best educated. Infidels and 
Atheists are aimost without exception men and women of 
education, reflection, gnd sense. ‘The illiterate und igno- 
raat are always superstitious and of such the churches are 
mostly built up, 1 was one of the favored five thousand to 
whom Abbot sent his foul batch of lies and slander. The 
only effect it had on my mind was to produce a feeling of 
commiseration aud contempt. f 

Your last letter is splendid. I approve and compliment 
you for your masterly communication on the iste speech of 
the Rev. H. Crosby, st the annual meeting of the Society 
for the Propagation of Vice and Crime. — Inclosed please 
find $4 50, for which send me Greg's '' Creed of Caristen- 
dom;” the balance place to my credit for your paper. 

Respectfully, JOHN POINDEXTER, 


CANADIAN, 


GLENVILLE, O., Marca 17, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: luctosec find one dollar for 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER tor four mouths. You are good in 
sending the paper after pay has run out, but you loo 
nothing, às my paper runs tbe gauntlet to diffvrent parts of 
the country and several hav subacribed, Like the friends, 
that I hav noticed by their letters hav Tas Taura Seere 
for their Bible, so do I. I am a workingman, and it is 
about all I can do to make both ends meet, but I will try 
and squeeze out one dollar;every four months. Now, hoping 
my friend Bennett wlll be released soon, with love and 

respect, L remain, Yours truly, N. PuiLLipa. 


ASTORIA, OR., March 3, 1830. 

Evrron Trora SEEKER, Dear Sir : I send inctused sum 
money. I think L hear you say, *'T'ast's good; you ougut 
to hav sent it before."  Taat's true aad I am sorry ; iu 
proof thereof, hore it is. 

What 1 waut to say is, Will not Bro. Bennett, noi now 
but when it is more Couvenient, make a tour of the states 
and come as far west as Oregon, 80 thai we may all see 
the man who has suffered for truth’s sake, 1 hope at 
least 1,000 men aad. women will go to meet him when he 
is liberated, with a brass band to play, '' Sze the conquer- 
ing hero comes,” “A man’s & mau for a’ thar,” and 
*'fhere's a good time coming boys" Let us show the 
world we cau stick to our man in trouble, 

Fraternally yours, A. A. CLEVELAND, 


Das 


GREENBACK-LABOR CHRONICLE Issues of the Age. 


Hon, F. M, Foca, " Founded by SOLON 
Gon T Ho broot } Er'29. | “Gua si tn 1814. 


TRE Oidest, Livest, Cheapest,Greenback-Labor 
Journal in the country. 

Devoted to tha interests of labor, the econom- 
ical and just distribution of the products of 
labor, and a scientific financial system—one 
that will not rob labor to enrieh idleness. 

PLATFORM, 

1. The United 8 ates paper, dollar to be the 
unit of value, bearing this imprint: United 
States Money -One Dollar. Recelvable for pub- 
He dues and legal tender for private debts, 

2. Theimmediate payment of the bonded debt 
according to ‘he right reserved to pay it before 
maturity by Saction 3693, Ravised Statutes, U S. 

3, Government loans i0 the Deopl> through 
states. counties, cities, and towns, to be paid, 
after five years, in twenty annual Installmente, 
at ons per cent per annum tax. 

4, Government conduct of public transporta- 
tion and telegraphs. 

5. Government aid to homestead settlars. 

6. Universal adult suffrage. 

7. Abolition of legal debts. 

8. Abolition of the denth-penalty by U. S. law, 
and the substitution of refoimatory lapor for 
punishment by imprisonment for crime. 

A large 32-column paper. olain type, $1.00 a 
year, in advanes; 3 moaths, 25 cants, Send for 
sample copy. Every yearly subseriber receives 
"The Life of General B. F, Butler.” as apro- 
mium, abook of several hundred pagos, and an 
authoritative blographv of this distinguished 
eitizí?n, FOGG, BLOOD & CO., Auburn, Mə. 
Publishers. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 
A NOVEL. 


By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of ** The Iliad of the East,” '* Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.— Pall Mall Gaze:te. 


Power, eloquence, and originality charaeter- 
ize '' Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novela.—Ililustrated Lon- 
don News. 


An independent and respectable .study of 
character in the law of clrenmstance such aa 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic comoosi'lon, 
with & sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the eanvas.— Westminster Review. 


D. M. BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Eighth St.. N.Y 


. VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most succeseful, as his 
practice will prove. 

Oures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 

exual Diseases, Spormatorrhoa, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and 
other causes, producing some of the fol- 
lowing effects: Nervousness. Seminal Emís- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
of Bight, Defecttve memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on. Face, Aversion to Hoolety of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas. Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, etc., ete. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, ara thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor’s latest and greatest medical disccvery. 
and which he has so fer prescribed for this 

&neful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many had 
Falling Sickness— Fits; others upon the verge 
of Oonsumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
gated from the system. Gonorrhoa, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Pites, and other 
private diseases quickiy cured, All diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrluza, 
ete., treated with equal success, 

Dn. R. P. FELLOWS has within the last fifteen 
yoara treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given up by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the aid of Dc. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 

salth, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing hls med- 
icines to reach the cause of ths complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doetor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL CIRCULAR 


Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 

fects, and cure of Spermatorrhcea, and contain- 

ing cures sworn to before & magistiate, which 

is positive and convincing testimony to the | 
Doctor’s great skill. 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence | 
strictly confidential. Inclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above, 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER writes: '' Mr. Slenker 
has been under bis (Dr. Fellow’s) care for some: 
mouths; is belug treated by him for partial 
deafness aud chronic catarrh, both of which in- ! 
firmilies seem gradually yielding to the doc- | 
tor’s remedies. There is no warmer friend to ! 
progress and mental freedom among all the 
readers of our beloved TRUTH BEEKER than | 
&ocd Dr. Fellows, and if you are affileted with 
any of the thousand ills that flesh is helr to, I 
hope you wi!l one and all givour Liberal friend 
&n opportunity to make you weil again—to 
render the physical casket a fit receptacle for 
the jewel of the mind, which is THE ALL that 
makes us what we are and renders us worthy of 
the love, admiration, and respect of our kind,” 

a 


LTOKE Dionna: 


The Truth Seeker, April 3, 1880. 
SN —————————————  — 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 


aud side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 
price, $1.00. 


precedents.— Tacitus, 


Y. Graphic. 
He presents a safe guide through the bewll. 


dering labyrinth of selentifle, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
ihorough familiarity with most of the modern 


theories advanced.—Jewish Times. 
The author of this volume has evidently kept 


company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with | 


the fragrance oftheir thought, He has excel- 
lent tendoneles, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
plrationg.—X. Y. Tribune, 


THE MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A Compendium of Universal History 
BY WINWOOD READE. 
SECOND EDITION, 


Large clear type, toned psper, broad mar- 
gins, extra cloth, 12mo, 548 pp., $1.75, 


Mr. Reade's historica! survey of the world of 
nature and man, marvelous as it is, {nits mul- 
titude of detalla. in its comprehensive sweep. 
in its ter3e, splendid paragraphs, in its evi- 
dence of wide and careful reading, and ita gon- 
eral accuracy, gives the impression of a readin 
as immense as that of Hume, Gibbon, or o. 
Buckle. 

ExTRAOT.— The good in this world predom- 
inates over the bad; the good is ever in^rease- 
ing, the bad is ever diminishing. But.if God is 
ove, why is there any bad at all? Is the world 
like a novel, In which the villains are put in to 
mak lt more dramatic, and in which virtue 
only triumphs in the third volume? It is cer- 
tain that the feelings of the created hav in no 
way been considered. If, indeed, there were a 
judgment-day, it would be for man to appear at 
the.bar, not as a criminal, but as an accuser, 
What has he done that he should be subjected to 
a life of torture and temptation? God might 
hav made us all happy, and he has made us 
miserable. Is that benevolence? God might 
hav mada us all pure, and he has made us al! 
sinful. Is that the perfection of morality? If 
I belleved in this man.ereated God, in this 
divine Nebuchadnezzar, I would sav, You can 


make me livin your world, O Creator, but you. 


cannot make me admire it; you can load me 
with chains, but you cannot make me flatter 
you; you can send me to hell-fire, but you can- 
not ob:ain my esteem. And if vou condemn me, 
you condemn yourself. If I hav committed 
sins, you invented them, which is worae. Ifthe 
Watch you hay made does not go well, whose 
faultisthat? Is it rational to damn the wheels 
and the springs ? 

AUTHORITIES. —On Egypt, Wilkinson, Rawlin- 
son's Herodotus, Bunsen; Ethiopia or Ab- 
yssinia, Bruce, Baker, Lepsius; Oarthage, Hee- 
ren’s African Nations, Niebuhr, Mommsen; 
East Africa, Vincent’s Poriplus. Gulilain, 
Hakluyt Soclety’s Publications; Moslem Af- 
rica (Central), Park, Caille. Danham and Olap- 
verton, Lander, Barth, Ibn Batuta, Leo Afri- 
canus; Guinea and South Africa, Azurara. 
CE HON Purehas. Livingstone, 

ssyria, Sir H, Rawlinson, Layard; India, 
Max Muller, Webber; Persia, Harang Asiatic 
Nations; Osntral Asia, Burnes, Wolff, Vambery; 
Arabia. Niabubr, Caussin de Perceval, Sprenger, 
pontion, po Bele ee Burton, Palgrave: 
alestine, Dean Stanley, Renan, - 
ncza, Robinson, Neander, 2 Dollinger, Bpi 

Greece, Grote, O. Moller, Curtius, 
Lawes, Taine, About, Becker's Charloles ; Home, 
Gibbon, Macaulay, Becker's Gallus; Dark Ages. 
Hallam, Guizot. Robertson, Prescott, Irving; 
Philosophy of History, H»rder, Buckle, Comte 
Locky, Mill, Draper; Science, Darwin, Lyell. 
Horbert Spencer, Huxley, Tyndell, Vestiges ot 
Creation, Wailace, Tylor, Lubbock. 

Itis really a remarkable book, in which uni- 
versal history is ** boiled down” wi 
skill."—Literary World, NOU withaurorising 

You turn over his pages with a fascination 
Similar to that experienced i din: F 
ington Irving.—Jnter- Ocean, Sere ate Wash 
js history has a continuity a push. a carry- 

g power, which reminds us striki . 
bou.—New Haven Palladi"m. d d 

The sketch of early Egyptian hist 
fest chapter, is E ma torp on of historial na 

g He has astyle that reminds i * 
lay.— Penn Monthly. Se UC Macai 

We could scarcaly hav supposed [t 
any writer, however gifted, to put pn 
umo: Besse d in s12 and price, 80 much rell- 

pniorma!lon,.soun ogic, 
thought.—Litsrary Review. Rev and inspiring 


Heerens- 


Cuaxen: Ehe Commoner.’ 


The most Radical, Anti. Ring, Anti-Clique, 
Anti-Monopolistic Greenback-Labor Paper 
in the world. Published weekly, $1.50 per 
year, 

Bland's "Life of B. F. Butler,” one of the most 
reüdable books ever written, Over 200 pages: 
price, 50 cents, We send the " Life of Butler’ 
and the "Oommoner" three months, io any 
address, for 60 cente. Addresa, 

MOSES HULL & CO., 


2t3 46 School Bt.. Boson, Mass. 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LECITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON, 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH SsEKER. It is the beston the subject, 
e Shows mths foe manner that that sad 

g was bu 8 to-be-looked- 
of the teaching of the Bible. g Beers 


Price 10 cents, D. M. BENNETT, 
14 Eighth Btreet.N. Y. Oitv. 


IN MODERN THOUGHT. 


Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 


Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was atone time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 


An admirably wri.ten, scholarly volume.—N. 


READ THIS LIST 


OF 
STANDARD WORKS. 


Published by D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., New York. 


The Works Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers. By D. M. BENNETT, 
Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER. Octavo; 
second edition; enlarged and revised. Being 


the most distinguished teachers, philoso- 
phers, reformers, innovators, founders of 
new schools of thought and religion, disbe- 
lievers in current theology, and the deepest 
thinkers and most active humanitarians of 
the world, from Menu down through the 
succeeding three thousand years to our own 
time. Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4; mo- 
rocca, gilt edges, $4.50. 

The Champions of the Church: 
Their Crimes and Persecutions. By 
D. M. BENNETT. Biographical sketches of 
eminent Christians, from tke time of the 
reputed founder of Christianity to the 
present, A companion book to ‘The 
World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” 
Containing a correct history of the distin- 
guished ornaments and diabolical characters 
of the church. A full account is given of 
the bloody wars "which Christianity has in- 
humanly waged to spread its rule. - It also 
givesa history of Jesuitiem for three centu- 
ries. The whole ig based upon Christian 
authorities. Price, cloth, $33 leather, $4; 
* morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. : 

Analysis of Religious Belief. By 
Viscount AMBERLEY, son of Lord John 
Russell, who was twice Premier of Eagland. 
Complete, from the London edition. This 
remarkable work has attracted unusual st!en- 
tion in England. It is the work of a brilliant 
young lord of Christian parents, who was 
brougbt up in the Christian faith, but who, 
upon investigation and reflection, became a 
decided unbeliever ; the result of which is 
the elaborate work here named, the prepara- 
tion of which occupied him several years. 
Price, cloth, $8; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.59. 

"he Great Works of Thomas 
Paine, Complete. New edition. The 
cheapest and best ever sold. Contains Life 
of Paine; his theological writings—the Age 
of Reason, Examination of Prophecies, 
Reply to Bishop Llandaff, Letter to Mr. 
Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter to Camille 
Jordan, Of the Religion of Deism ; his po- 
litical Writings—Common: Sense, The Crisis 
(Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), and The Right. 
of Man. Allin one octavo volume, with & 
fine steel poitrait of Paine. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $43 morocco, gilt, $4.50, 

Supernatural Religion: An in- 
quiry into the Realily of Divine 
Revelation. Decidediy the ablest work 
.n this line ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
terest than this, lt was issued anonymously, 
and the great inquiry was, ‘‘Who is the 
author ?” It is most damaging to the claims 
of Christianity, and its positions and atate- 
menta have never been refuted by the clergy. 
It is very scholarly, and enters into the ex- 
amination of the original Greek in detail and 
with great exactness. Three 8vo volumes in 
one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 
which sells at $15.00. The London Times, 
in speaking of this great work, uses this lan- 
guage : ‘‘ No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 
and effect on the thinking part of the com- 
munity as this work. It, has done more to 
open the eyes of the ignorant and credulous, 
and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and 
superstition, than any other book.” Pub- 
lished complete in a volume of 1,000 pages, 
with afull index, at the following low prices: 
Cloth, $4; leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, 
$5.50. 

Nature's Revelations of Charac- 
ier; or, Physiognomy Xliustrated., 
Being the moral and volitive dispositions of 
mankind as manifested in the human form 
and countenance. By JosEPH Simms, M.D. 
This work is the fruit of twenty years' dili- 
gent observation of nature, and presents a 
new and complete analysis and classification 
of the powers of the human mind and body, 
together with the physiognomical signs by 
which every faculty is disclosed. jn one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 260 
cuts. Price, cloth, $35 leather, $43 mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Paine’s Theological Works, In 
one volume, comprising Age of Reason, Ex- 
amination of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop 
Llandaff, Letter to Mr. Eskine, Essay on. 
Dreams, Of the Religion of Deism, etc., 
with a Life and fine steel portrait of Paine. 
Cloth, $1.50. 

Paine’s Political Works, In one 
volume, comprising Common Sense, The 
Crisis (Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), The Rights 
of Man, and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait. Cloth, $1.50. 

The Age of Reason. By THOMAS 
Paer. Large type. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. 
` The Age of Reason and the Ex- 
amination of Prophecies. By Tsaom.- 
AS Paring, Large type, Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

Common Sense. By Tuomas PAINE, 
His first and most important political work. 
Paper, 3% cents. : 


the biographies and important doctrines of- 


The Rights ot "an," By Tuomas 
Parse. Whitten in defense of his fellow- 
man. A work almost without a peer in the 
world. Large type. Paper, 50 centa; cloth, 
80 cents." ` 

Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BLANCHARD. 12mo. Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

The Heathens of the Heath. By 
Was. MCDONNELL, author of Exeter Hall, 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
$1.50. E : 

Career of Religious Ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science, 
By Hopson TuTTLE. An able examination | 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world. 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. i ND 

Thirty Discussions, Bible" Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures, By D. M. 
Bennett. Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader, Paper, 
¥5 cents; cloth, $1.09. 

The Mumphrey-Bennett Discus- 
sion. A debate between Rev. G. H. HUM- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clerzyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of ‘The Truth Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3. Is 
there & stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cloth (550 
pp.). $1.00. 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Prot. O. A. Bunazss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian University at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Oat., commencing June 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke. Firsr PROPO- 
sition: ''The Christian R:ligion, as set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin.” Burgess in the affirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. SECOND 
Provositton: ‘‘ The Bible is erroneous in 
many of ils teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin.” Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the negr- 
ative. 19mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. : 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundatic Contrasted With its 
Superstructure. Dy W. R. GREG, au- 
thor of '* Enigmas of Life,” '* Literary and 
Social Judgments,” etc. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the ‘‘ Fortnightly 
Review,” says: ‘‘ Some twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most 
eminent men of science asked, * Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg's Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
—ifthey can.' In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was ihat of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg,?coming later, had the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and © 
his work continues the most complete on all 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not repiy formally to 
so thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that ihis 
historical argument—occupying precisely 
the ground which Eaglish academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable,” 

One volume, crown octavo, with com- 
plete index. The London edition sold for 
$5. Price of American edition, cloth, $1.50. 

Phe Underwood-Marples De- 
baie. Between B. F. UNDERWOOD, of 
Boston, and the Rev. Joun MAkPLES, of 
Toronto, Ont, Held at Napanee, Oat., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
FiHsT: “That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are Jllogical and coa- 
trary «o Reason.” Ssconp: ‘The D.ble, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond all other hooks its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood de- 
nies. Reported in ful, and revised by the 
debaters, 111 pp. Paper, 85 cents; cloth, 
60 cents. 

Enicrrogatories to Jehovah., By 
D. M. Bennett. A series of close questions 
upon & great variety of subjects, irom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, the 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embraced by the 
Church. With a tull-length portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Pro and Con of Supcrnatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Answer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturelly-Re- 
vealed, Infaliibly-Inspired, and Miraculously- 
Attested Religion in the World? By E, E. 
GUrLb, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parts, 
Paper, 30 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Seeker Leaflets, of two pages 
each. Thirty-two in nmber; 4 cents per 
dozen; 8 cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $2.00 per thousand. 

Adventures of Eider Triptolemus 
Tub. Comprises important and starting 
disclosures concerning hell, its magnitude, 
morals, employments, climate, etc.' By 
Rev. GgonaE Rogers. A rich, interesting 
little work. Paper, 43 cents. 
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The Religion of “ Believe or Be Damned.” 


OPEN LETTER 
TO THE 


St Johns School Board 


M. BABCOCK, 


This bank contains an in- EZ 
&nired PHOTOGRAPH of the Ez 
GOD that's being worshiped at 
the expense of the district in 
our publie schools; the God 
that" overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that’s wanted In the 
Constitution; the gentleman 
that ‘owns some three billion 
dollars’ wort of untaxed 
church property ; the ''8o-help- 


me" God that mukes alie tho- 


truth in court; the God that 
governors besought to stop tha 
yellow fever, which he didn't 
do, The picture is worth the 
prio of the book. ; 

rice, 25 cents. For sale by 


THEOLOGY AT WORK. 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth street, New York. 


ANDREW STONE, M.D., 


Physician for the Last Twenty-three 
Years to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
gienic Institute, Founder of the 
New Magnetic College, and 
Author of ‘The New 
Gospel of Health,” 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmonary 

Consumption, Asthma, Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 

Diphtheria, Qatarrh, and all diseases of the air 

passages, by Inhalation of his system of cold or 

cool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 

blood directly, saving the stomach from being 
erverted by nauseous drugs. as heretofore has 
een the practice of antiquated systems. 


.By this WONDERFULLY PERFECTED sys- 
tem. patients are successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
out the necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
.press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up--based 
in the first place, upon a searching DIAGNOSIS 
of each case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning’s urine (urinary Sanguinis), showing 


the condition of the blood, or psychometric ex- ' 


amination by photograph and lock of hair,or 
both,as may be deemed essential, where por- 
sonal presence is not had. 


FEES.—For the first month. $15, includin 


analysis and diagnosis; or $35 for & course o 
t aler.with | 


. three months'-treatment,; securing. r.. 
whichever one of the following inhaling vapors 
is found to be needed, viz, The Balm, The 
Tonic, The Expectorant, The Anti-Asthmatic, 
The Anti-Hemorrhagic, The Anti-Septic, The 
Magnetic Blood. Also, with effectual romo- 
dies for Oough, for NightSweats; Vital Tonics 
Magnetic Embrocations and Plasters for relief 
of Pain and Soreness, and every medicament, 
magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to each 
patient. Thousands of patients are thus an- 
nually successfutly treated at their own homes 
that are not, personally attended, because, un- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
stantly deputed in each case, bringing about 
wonderful visible effects. 


Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Urinology, in Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 
gressive physicians that cannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 

The art of healing taught in this College com- 
bines the science of Animal and Vital Magnet- 
ism, Medicated Electricity, Equalizing and Ad- 
justing the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 
busing into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 
System Vital Force by Impartation and Induc- 
tion of Psychic Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers. 


The vitalizing magnetic power of healing by 
Sun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
of effete matter by cutaneous secretion, The 
doctrine taught at this Oollcge is emphatically 
to construct, to build up, to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 


Analysis and full report of case made for $5, 
independent of any treatment. Packages 
transmitted free of all expense to the Iustitu- 
tion, and stamps for return answers must be 
inclosed in all cases, or no reply will be made. 


Address, ANDREW Stonz, M. D., Con- 
sulting and Attending Physician, Bowery 
Place, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y. 17 


CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Embracing those of the Blood gud, Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, an 
the various causes, physical and social, leading 
tothem are plalnly treated by that platnest of 
books, PLAIN HOME TALK, EMBR 
MEDIOAL COMMON SENSE —neariy 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E. B. FOOTE 
of 120 Lexington Ave. New York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19, 1878, Mr. Benneit’s 
TRUTH SEEKER thus sveaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: " We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is aman ofthe highest incentives an 
motives, whose life has been spent in Instruet- 
ing and improviug nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medical works possess the highest value, 
and nav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
reat benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, pyrienic, and moral lessons which he 
as so ably imparted. 
Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are a 
libertytoCONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE. Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion, by mail, postage prepaid, only $1.60. Con- 
tents table free, AGENTS WANTED. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
129 East 28th Street, New York. 
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JUST OUT! 


“BOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type; and handsomely bound in 
muslin, containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 
$1.25. 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the P-ntateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam. 
phlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic, inimitable in its style. and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, auu pathos, 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size, priee $2,50, 

: 1_(mantel-ornament),. 
price $1.25. Noatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Barony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 
Imperial or large sizo . . »  . 40Gente 

Photo or card size RO" 20 " 
Life-sizg Lithograph. 21x27 e a QU “ 
ostage paid. : 
PAČ D, M, BENNETT. 
141 Erauts 8t., New YORE. 


b $20 per day at home. Rampi s 
e to wortb $6 free. Address STIN- 
SON & CO Portland Maina- wa 


$66 a week in your own town. Terms and 
i $6 outfit free. Address H. HALLETT & 
QO.. Portland. Maine. 1y21 


$12 A WEEK. $12 8a day at home easily made. 
Outfit free. Address TRUE & Oo., Augusta, 
Maine. 1y?1 


W. S. Bell’s Lectures. 


1. Thomas Paine. 
2. Jesus Christ. 


1. Well, and Persecution. , 

2. What Has Freethought to Of 
fer in Place of Christianity ? 

3. Revivals of Religions. 


PRESS NOTICES. 


He is a good speaker, a perfect gentleman, 
a £cholar, and well acquainted with the sutjects 
on which he speaks.-ONE OF HIS AUDIENCE, 
in ‘‘ Ipswich Chronicie.” . 


Mr. Bellis a profound thinker and an elo- 
quent speaker. His points are clear and dis- 
tinct, and he does not fail to convinee—" Huli’s 
Orueible." 


Mr. Bell is a gentleman of fine scholarly at- 
tainments and a very pleasing speaker.—*’Ban- 
ner of Light.” 


Mr. Bell is a pleasing Spenker, polite to oppo- 
nents, but. of course, radical in his views.— 
" Marietta Register.” 


Bro. Bell is a first-class speaker, and handles 
his subjects iu a masterly manner.—A 88. FRANK 
Kosane, in ' Boston Investigator." 


He is a gentleman of recognized superior 
ability not only as a public speaker, but in the 
use of his pen.—* New Bedford Signal.” 


For terms, etc., address 
WwW. S. BELL, 
No. 73 Fourth St., Ngw BEDFORD, Mass. 


JUST ISSUED. 
AFREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, In pamphlet form; 
shows how Ohronie Diseases can be positively 


cured by an origlual system of practice. It eon- | 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly. 


all the chronic liis to which the human family 
ia subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING OO, 
129 East asth Street, N, Y. 


JUST OUT! 
Another Extraordinary Hook ! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
` OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
cal Gun. 


By KERsEY GRAVES, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T, Perry's '* Bix- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette. is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
acholars.of the age in the orthodox ranks, His 
work is areview of Kersey Graves!" Sixteen 
Orucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
cefuted that work, but to hav answered and 
yverthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
ddel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
ind Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities. one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict eachother and sometimes them- 
3elven, put condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case, This feature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn "state's eyi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr, Perrythat is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illuetrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities, 
One reader pronounces it, "A thunder-biast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the ablest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 79 cents; cloth $1. 
For Bale by D. M. BENNETT. 


LOVE AND TRANSITION ; 


AN EPIC AND ARGUMENT. 


190 Pages well bound, . . a — $100. 
WOMAN’S WAY OUT: 
Thirty-five Essays on Dress .  . 10cents, 


— PROGRESS vs. FASHION: 


Full Essay on Dress,10 cts., post paid, from 
this office. 


Six Lectures on Astronomy. 


By ProF., RICHARD A. PROOTOB. 

Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city, in the winter of 1875-6, and were re 

orted phonographically expressly for THE 

BUTE SEEKER by Miss M. 8. Gontcharoff. Thie 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever de: 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents. 

The titles of the Lectures are: 

I. Growth of Worlds 

IL Life and Death of Worlds. 
HI. Other Worlds than Ours. 
IV. Other Suns than Ours. 

V. The Great Mysteries of the Universe. 
VI. ReHgion and Astronomy. 


D. M. BENNETT. 14 Elghth st., N. Y. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION, 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures." 
OoNTENTS.—''The Gods,” "Humboldt." '""Thos, 


Paine,” “Individuality,” “Heretics and Her- 
esies.” Price, 50 cents. 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures.” 


OoNTENTB.—' The Ghosts." ° Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Ohild,” " Declaration of Independ- 
ence,” " Farming in Illinois," "Speech at Oin- 
cinnati.” " The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream,” Price 50 cents. 

Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. by Sarony, the 
colobrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 


Imperial, or large size. ...«.«««. 40 cents. 
Photo, or card size. ............ 20 cents. 
Life-size lithograph, 21x21... .... 50 cents. 


Postage paid, 
Either of the above Volumes 


i handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25. 


Address 'D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t., New York, 
THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OE THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
cf HUMANITY. Justout. By 


COURTLANDT PALMER, 
Price, 25 cents, 


223 


EPITOME 


OF THE 


Positive Philosophy 


AND . 
RELICION 5 HUMANITY. 


THIRD EDITION, with OHART and INTRO- 
DUCTION. By T. B, WAKEMAN, Esq. 
Just out. Price, 25 cents. 


KNO 


W THYSELF! 


TRE untold miseries that re- 

sult from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medicai wok nub- 
lished by the PEABODY MED- 
10AL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
s satitled The Science of Life; 
AR aA or, Seit Preservation. Ex. 
hausted vitality, nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 

Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. _Tt is a standard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded a gold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for allforms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten timesthe price ofthebook. Bound in French 


cloth : price only $1, sent by mail post-paid. 

The Loudon Lancet says: ' No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” . 

An illustrated sample sentto al] on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. 

The author refers by permission to JOS. 8S. 
FISHER, President; W. I. P. INGRAHAM, vice- 
President; W. PAINE, M.D.; 0,8. GAUNTT, 
M.D.;H. J. DOUCET, M.D.; R. A. KLINE, M.D.; 
J.R. HOLCOM 5, M.D,; N.R LYNCH, M.D,; and 
M. R. O'CONNELL, M.D.. faculty of the Phila- 
delphia University of Medicine and Surgery; 
also the faculty of the American University o 
Philadelphia; also Hon. P. A. BISSELL, M.D., 
President of the National Medical Association, 

Address Dr. W, H. PAR- 

KER, No. 4 Bulfinch street, HEAL 
Boston, Mass, The author 
may be consulted on all dis- 
eases requlring skill and ex- 
perience. THYSELF 
THE ' 
BIBLE OF BIBLES: 
. 
OR 
(0 TWENTY-SEVEN 
í : E 
DIVINE REVELATION §, 
CONTAINING 
ALSO A DELINEATION OF THE OHARAC- 
TER OF THE : 
' Li 
Principal Personages of the 
CHRISTIAN BIBLE, 
AND AN 
Examination of their Doctrines, 
BY KERSEY GRAVES, 
Author ot “The World's Six- 
teen Crucified Saviors," and 
"Biography of Satan.” 

The ground gone over by Mr. Graves 
in the course of this uew work is simply as- 
tounding, and the literary labor performed ig 
worthy of receiving the approximate re- 
ward of nn extensive reading ut the hands of 
the public. In the sixty-six chapters into 
which the book is divided, almost every ques- 
tion of interest which arises In the mind at the 
mention of tho word BiBnE is considered in 
that straightforward style which has made the 
volumes of Mr. Graves so extenslyoly sought 
after. 

Oloth, large 12mo., 440 pp. Price, $2.00, 
postage free. 


D. M. BENNETT, 
141 ath rt.. Naw York. 


Revelations of Antichrist 


OONCERNING 
Christ and Christianity. 


“This volume gives us mountains of evidence 
that the Christ of the Bible was never born, 
never Crucified. never died. It contains 
more deep researches into the far back pages 
of antiquity than any volume I ever read. 
ANTICHBIST proves from history thut James 
Kepha ‘Cephas, allas Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Christlan era, and so did Jesus 
Obrist—indeed, many Christs and many by the 
name of Jesus. ._. In my precious collection 
of Liberal works Fhav placed this last valuable 
acquisition first and foremost of all,” 

XLMINA D. SLENKER, 

The book contains 446 pages. with a very full 
Index and table of contents. Price. $200. 


THE ROOT OF THE MATTER, 
SAMSON: 

A Mvth-Storv of the Sun. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ae- 
cording to the Holy Men 
of Old. 


The author of these works finds the Bible 
Jargelv mythical in its character. He presents 
us a number of copies to be disposed of In the 
interest of THE T'RUTH SEEEER. Al] who pure 
chase will therefore aid Taz TRUTH BEEEER to 
the amonnt of their purchase, or add to the 
Bennett fund as they may choose. 

Samson, 20 cents; Gospel of the Kingdom, 
vols,, each, 80 cents, 
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The Tenth Seeker, April 3, 1880. 


Gens of Thought. 


IN every nation he that feareth God an 1 work- 


MRS. H. S. LAKE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
Liberaland Freethought Lecturer 
Will receive calls to lecture before Liberal or 


eth righteouenses is accepted of hlm.—Acs/Spiritualistic societies on moderate terms. 


x, 35, 

CaN any amount of right feeling save a Bible- 
reader from putting Into it a narrow and mis- 
leading sense If he discredits the reason that 
Gcd has given him?—Chrislian Register, 


Here's freedom to him that wad read, 

Here's freedom to him that wad write! 
There’s nane ever feared that the truth should 

be heard 
But they wham the truth wad indite. 
—Eurns. 

“WHERE were you born?" said an Euglish 
bishop to Samme: feld. the Methodist preacher. 
"In Dublin and Liverpool" he answered. 
"Were you born in two places?’ sald tne 
bishop. “Art thou à master in I:rael and 
knowest rot those things ?" replied Summer- 
fleld.—J. F..Clarke. . 


Tasg rellgious demand of to-day is religious 
truth and men who dare speak It. Baiter that 
the truth should sever the charcb. than that a 
lie should be told to keep it together. If the 
truth should prove everything that we now hold 
holy and sacred to be really false and base, we 
must still say,“ Lat us hav.the truth."— Z. K. 
Washburn. 


READERS who hav partaken of the rich spirit- 
ual treasures in George Macdonald’s novels 
cannot forget that touching description in Hob- 
ert Falconer of the Presbyterian widow writh- 
ing over the thougbt of hell for her cast- away 
son, and crying. in the agony of her despair, 
“O Lord, Icanna say, Thy will be done! But 
dinna lay it to my chairge; for, gin ye were a 
mither yersol, ye widna pit him there.”— Waters. 


Ir is not a form of Christianity that is now in 
question. Itis not a question between sects. It 
is a question which involves Ohristianity itself; 
andthe authority of the Bible. Have we a di- 
vine religion at all? Is Christianity anything 
better than Buddhism or of ?ny higher author- 
ity? If the Christian optimist sup poses that these 
questions are to be met and decided by the 
**pooh-pooh ” of sectaries, or the dicta of pro- 
fessional teachers, or the resolutions of confer- 
ences and councils, he is very much mistaken, 
—JIIolland, 


My name is Fun—your cronie dear, 
The nearest friend ye hae; 
An’ this is superstition here, 
An’ that’s hypocrisy. 
I'm goin’ to Machline holy faic 
To spend an hour In doffin; 
Gin ye’ll go there. you rankled pair, 
We will get famous laughin’ 
At them this day. 
. —Burns. 
WE have come to evil days—days when publie 
men, who stand forth as members of the Chris- 
tiau church, even of the churches called ortho- 
dox, hesitate not to carry iu the same heart a 
salvation by falth and a willingness to receive 
bribes. Among the public men now 11873-4} 
charged with glaring dishonor there may be 
some who can establish inuocence; but the aw- 
ful fact is everywhere confessed that there are 
thousands of Christians who are getting their 
salvation by failh and thelr fortunes by ras- 
cality.--David Swing. 


To HERESY we are indebted for a large portion 
of our civil and religious liberty, Even the wild 
fanaticism and coarse plebeian progress 

" Of petulant, capricious sects 

: The maggots of corrupted tomb3”— 
all contributed to the attainment of the liberty 
that modern soeiety enjoys. Sovereigns and 
states found it necessary to connive at heresy; 
connivance led to toleration, and toleration has 
been gradually developed into full liberty of 
thought.— Duke of Somerset. 


Tratruth befoundinthelast pamphlet thrown 
from the press, it is sacred. Whether an un- 
truth be found in the Old Testament of the Jaws 
or inthe New Testament of the Greeks, it is 
unreliable, Whetber Moses or Pope Urban de- 
clured the earth to be immovable, it is false. No 
lius ean pronounce a falsehood and make it 
truth. No book ean make that holy which is 
vile. No plaee ean sanctify crime, and the 
shameful debaucheries of a Borgia or a Hilde- 
brand in the palace of a pope are as black in the 
eyes of justice as the orgies nightiv celebrated 
in the dens of Paris or Boston.—L. &. Washburn. 


Bur this question abont the creation being 
settled, other questions arise in thair turn, Are 
all mankind descended from one pair or from 
many? Has the human race existed on the 
earth only six thousand years or during a 
longer period? Was the deluge of Noah a real 
event? and, lf 80, was it universal or partial? 
Did the sun stand still at the command of 
Joshua? or is that only a postic image taken 
from an ancient book of poems—the book of 
Jasper? Is there any truth in the story of the 
passage of the Rad Bea? of the Jordan? of the 
valley of Jericho? of Bamson? Jonah? eta, ete,— 
J. F. Clarke. 


^ Miss PowLE eaid I was as bad as Esau. You 
know what Esau did, don't you, pa? But she 
said Billy was a mean boy, and she made him 
giv me back the comforter. I eouldn't giv him 
back the pasty, for I'd eaten it. Dld God make 
Jacob giv buck E:aü's birthright? If Billy was 
mean, Jacob was mean, too, wasu’t he?” argued 
the lad. "You musn’t argue about your Bible, 
Jack. You must read it and ask no questione." 
“ Ah, but there's a book we learn out of— Bible 
Questions ? 80 you see we may ask questions 
about the Bible.” ** Proper questions, of course, 
Jack, euch as are printed in books; those may 
be asked. But you musn't mix up Billy Blake 
and Jacob; that's wleked." ‘‘Ob,” said Jack, 
gravely acquiescent, ‘then I']| read the Bible 
and try not to think about what I've read fer 
fear I should mix uy thing»,"— Miss Braddon. 


The following are ii:les of some of her lectures: 


Infidel Integrity versus Ctristian Creed. 

Beparation of Chureh and Srate, 7 

The Spiritual Philosophy, what itis and what 
itis not. 

The Sunday Question. 

Thomas Paine, Patriot and Here, 

Urime and ite Causes; or, What shall we do 
to be saved ? 

After Liberalism. What ? 

Life beyond the Grave. 

Jesus Christ, the Raformer, 

The Three Tyrannlec. 

The Old Error aad the Now Teuth. 

Tae Scientific Aspect of Prayer. ete., eto. 


VOLUNTARY OPINIONS OF THÉ PRESS. 
A loeture replete with eloquence.—San Fran. 


cisco Chronicle. 

She is a powerful advocate of the cause she 
has espouaed.—San Jose Mercury. 

Mre. Lake is the best Jady lecturer that hes 
ever apveared before a Poriland audience.— 
Portland Oregonian. 

As a speaker soe is vastly superior to any 
woman we bav ever heard; for beauty of dic- 
tion, depth of thoughr, and grace in delivery 
she is remarkable.—Salem (Or.) Record. 

She has the power of entrancing her audi- 
ence, and, by her eloquence. commanding the 
respect of those most upposed to her.—Curvallis 
Gazette. 

Mre. Lake is one of the finest orators we hav 
ever listened to. Can hardly be excelled by any 
sneaker on this coast, either man or woman,— 
Yreka Journal. 

Her eloquence and masterly style giv evi- 
dence of a bighly cultivated mind ns well asa 
complete comprehension of her subject.—Hure- 
ka( Nev.) Sentinel. 

Whatever cause she espouses has in heran 
advocate of more power and brillianey than is 
usually found on the rostrum, and her infu- 
eace will be felt wherever she goes.—Council 
Bluffs Nonpareil. 

Pieasant appearance, graceful carriage, a 
good elocutionist, eloquent, using well-chosen 
language to express her ideas.—Ulinton Herald, 

Mrs. Lake is a brilliant speaker, finely cul- 
tured, a trained elocutionist, and a powerful 
advocate of truth, reason, aud constitutional 
liberty.—Le Claire Pilot. 


She may be addressed, Clinton, Iowa. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Champagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and left as his 
' Last Will and Testament” to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled " Oom- 
mon Sense,” ; 

This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has eyer been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as be himeelf confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal coon- 
cerning the book: 


The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier. is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s * Age 
of Reason ?js mere mflk and water to it, and 
Voltaire’s “ Philosophieal Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav done a virtuous 
&nd humane aet in translating his book so well, 

JAMES PARTON. 

Price, cloth, $1.50; paper, $1.00, 

D. M. BKENNX'PT. 14321 Mivtth St.. N. Y. 


FAMILY CREEDS, 


BY 


WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
Author of “EXETER 
HALL,” “HEATHENS OF THE 


HEATH,” ete. 
To any who hav read either of this 


favorite Liberal writer's other ro- 


mances, it only need be said that this 


is not inferior to them. 468 pp, 


In cloth, $1.25. 


` For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y. 


ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, 


Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural Address 


and the famous articles of 
Prof. Tyndall ana Sir Henry Thompson 
ON PRAYER. 

With Portrait and Biographical Sketch of 
Prof. Tyndall. And opinions of his ser- 
vices by the eminent scientist, Prof. 

H, HELMHOLTZ. 

Paper, 12mo, 105pp., 25 cts.; cloth, heavy 
tinted paper, 50 cts. Inaugural and por- 
trait only, 12mo, paper, 69pp., 10 cts. 
‘Prof, Tyndall has inaugurated a new era in 

scientific development, and has drawn the 

sword in a battle whose clash of arms will 


presently resound through the civilized world. 
—N,. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 


. Prof. Tyndali Crosses the Rübieon.—It is the 


opening address cf the president of the most 
Important convention of scientific men In the 
world. Every line of It breathes thought, 
power, eloquence. It is In many respects one 
of the mosr extraordinary. utterances of our 
time,—AX. Y. Tribune, 


SOCIALISM. 


A REPLY TO 


A Few Words About 
the Devil, 


ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D.D. | And Other Biographical Sketches 


BY AN INDEPENDENT SCCIALIST. 
12mo, 67pp., 25 cts.; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
celyes a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
Weakest must go to the wall. It is against his 
passiveness that ” Socialist” cries out. Is there 
no help for the miserable? he asks. The doo. 
trine that goverment should merely “protest,” 
he attacks, and insists that it should “ assist.” 
also, While he does not believe that '' property 
is robbery,” or wholly subscribe to “the world 
owes me a living," he afficms "the world owes 
mea chance to make a livinz."— N. Y, Herald. 


A BUSINESS MAN’S RELIGIOUS 
AND SOCIAL VIEWS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 206pp. Price $1. 


The author’s conception of a possible future 
life on this earth is really eloquent and b-auti- 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curlosity to see 
what a philanthropic business man has to say 
upon the social problem, from a poor man’s 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the book, The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals ” Society” in all its ramifica* 
tions of corruption and inhumanity: his ear- 
nest and manly plea for the social regeneration 
of the lower classes—will, unless we are much 
mistaken, make the book the best-abused and 
best-liked production of the day by these two 
classes respectively.—Critical Review. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. ð 
t8. 


1. Atonement. Charles Bradlnugh.......... 5 
2. Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake. 5 


BES l6 ease reed ers ecce s ores e 88 obese Sash 15 

13. Essay On Miracles. David Hume........ 10 

14, Land Question, Charles Bradlaugh..... 5 
15, Were Adam and Eye our First Parents ? 

Charles Bradtaugh.--...-.......... e b 

16. Why E Men Starve? Charles Brad- s 


au 
17. Logic of Life, Deduced from the Princi- 

ble of Freethought. G Holyoake.. 10 

18. A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh. 10 

19. Large or Smatl Families ? A. Holyoake. 5 
'20, Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 

Wm. Pitt. Austin Hoiyoake............ 5 

21. Defense of Secular Principles. 5 

22. Is tha Bible Rellable? O, Watte......... 6 

b 

6 


23, The Ohristian Deity, O. Watts........... 
24. Moral Value of the Bible. C. Wats..... 
26. Freethought and Modern Progress. ©, 
[UT i eetere sorses areta e PII S PERRA . 6 
26. Christianity: Ite Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. ©, Watts .......... eese. 5 
98. Thoughts on Atheiam. A. Holyoake..... 
29. 1s there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? A, Holyoake,............ eee 
30. Philosophy ofBecularism. C. Watts..... 5 
81. Has Man a Soul? Oharles Bradlaugh... 5 
38, Ia there a God ? Oharles Bradlaugh..... 5 
89. Labor’s Prayer. Oharles Bradlangh..... 5 
40. Poverty; Its Cause and Cure, M. G. H. 10 
42, Science and Bible Antagonistic. O. Watts. 6 
43, Oh ielan Scheme of Redemption. C. 
Dig. PM 
44. Logic of Death; or, Why should the 
Atheist Fear to Die. . J. Holyoake, 10 
41. Poverty: Ita Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the Beople. Oharles Brad- 


laugh, ......... à 5 
MANNA SERIES. 
3. New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh, 6 
6, 200 Questions Without Answers........... 5 
6. Dialogue Between a Ohriatian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin................ 10 


ops by a Weak but Zealous Ohristian, 10 
8. Bearch After Heaven and Hell. A. Hol- 
YORK, cece eene eee eee rtt 
9. New Lite of Jonah. Charles Bradlaugh. 
10, A Few Words About the Devil. Charles 
Bra dlaugh atbetosoeseocttoosteecccde e coooo B 
11. New Life of Jacob. Charles Bcadlaugh, 55 
12. Daniet the Dreamer, A. Holyoake,..... 10 
13. Speelmeu of the Bible: Esther. A. Hol- 
yoake....... TTPEM TA $eesaccceeaos 10 
14. Acts of the Apostles: A Farce, A. Hol- 
yORKQG. e eese eee m - 10 
16. Ludierous Aspects of Christianity. A. 
HO OBK Gis vedi sesa eas skesssaseegen ennai 10 
16. Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 
17. Who was Jesus Christ? Charles Brad- 


oe 


Lr ER DM b 

18. What pu Jesus Teach? Charles Brad- 
GUA Dec cccsnccetsevcccces #1000 5.6% $669 V aao b 

i 19. New Lite of Abraham, Oharies Brad- 
BUD. ce ccc reece ehem esses hehe. 5 


ug 
20, New Life of Moses. Oharles Bradlaugh. 5 
` 21, A Secular Prayer. A. Holyake, Per doz, 10 


THE BIBLE OF MOHAMMED. 
©. (THE KORAN.) 


Translated by George Sale. 


Containing Notes, Preliminary Discourse, 
and Index, i 


Complete edition in fine English cloth bind- 
log. 630 large 12mo pages. at the very low 
price of $1. Address, D. M. BENNETT, 

141 Eighth St., New York. 


NOTICE FOR LADIES. 


Being fond of literature and science, still 
more of Liberal cultured society, and having 
the means of making some congenial lady (not 
too young) happy, I invite her correspondence. 
Address Mrs, Shearon. 221 So. Summer street. 
Nashville, Tenn., for The Doctor. 2t13 


THE ESSENGE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 
Author of “The Essence of Ohristianity," ete. 
Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts. (Formerly 75 cta.) 


The spirit of the time is show. not substance. 
Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 
ecience, is asham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 


and Essays. i 
BY CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 


Second edition, with Portrait and Autobiog- 
raphy. Extra cloth, gold back and 
side stamp, 12mo,. 260 pp., 

price, $1 25. | 

Displays much learning and rosearch.—The 
Democrat. 

Jn fine, there is much that. is noble about him. 
—The Advance. 

His position is defined and defended in a 
spirit of revevencs for the truth.— Chicago Eve. 
Journal. ; 

Io a handsome volumo before us Chas. Brad- 
laugh has "A Few Words” to say" About tha 
Devil.” Mr. Bradlaugh bas a rightto his “ few 


words," and tha devil will, we presume, nt no - 


distant day, hav a " few words" to fay to Mr. 
Bradlaugh, and will doubtless get the best ot 
the argument.— Chicago Interior. i 
We should insist, were we in any way con- 
nected with tne goverument of theological 
schools, on thele perusal of this work by the 
youth fitting under our charge for the cuties 
and the respousibilities of the pulpit. They 
will find Mr. Bradlaugh no common man, and 
they will be introduced by him to persons and 
thoughts which cannot fall to be of nse In their 
professional studies,—New Haven Palladium. 


DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


“MEDICAL GOOD SENSE” 


—AND— 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 
—EMBBAOING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 


OAL MARRIAGE. 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2. It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute and 
ehronie diseases, It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
ton and development of life, s xual relation- 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offsprivg, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint, It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 berore 
the day of publication, this fall. will recelve a 
copy, well bound, mailed free. Contents table 
sent free for stamp. 


DE. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Liberal friends end patients throughout ' 


the United States and Canadas that he is, as 
usual, treating 3 
ALL CHRONIC DISEASES, 
-and positively curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced incurable. Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr. K. is meeting with re- 
markable success in curing obstinate cases of 
Spermatorrh@a, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes, Epilepsy, 
Paralysis, Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Oatarrh, 
Asthma. Bronchitis, Consumption, Dysentery, 
Piles. Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, 
Genital Organs, and ali diseases of women. 
Consultation Free. Address . 
T. R. KINGET. M. D., 
317 East 14th Bt., New York, 
Questions for Inva!ids free. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for i s 
DR. FOOTHS HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year and for the AMERIOAN ILLUSTRAT- 


ED PRONOUNOING PookET DIOTIONARY, con- 
taining 30,000 words, j 


ONE DOLLAR wil pay for DR, FOOTE'S 
REALT MONTHLY 
For one year and for a larg ter-tabl 
containing the Com plete Wo rka of n eee 


Do not forget to send 25 cents to pay postage or 
85 cents If you want It registered. Addr.ss 


MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO., 
129 E. 28th st.. Now York city. 


FROM 


BEHIND THE BARS, 


A SERIES OF LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 


D. M. BENNETT 


WHILE IN PRISON IN 


LUDLOW-STREET JAIL. 


SHOWING THE 


Anjustice of his Mock Trial and 
the Mecanness of his Perse- 
cutors, with Reports of a 
Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
Europe and in 
this Country, 


ALSO GIVING A 
Succinet Account of the 
Thousands of Christian Perse- 
cutions that hav Taken Place in 
the Centuries Gone. The Cruelties 
which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
which is added some of 


MR. BENNETT'S 
LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 


PENITENTIARY, 


nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the ; 699 pp., 12mo, with steel plate engraving 


immorality of our age l—Zztract. 


of the guthor. Price, $1.50, 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
i 


‘police in the cities of India. 


E T 


. in the printed portion of a dictionary, 


. ties of hearing a good sermon. 


tll as 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY 
Vol. 7. No. 15. { BY D. M. BENNETT, 


Notes and Clippings. | 


A BALT LAKE sign: “ Holiness to the Lord! 
Zion’s Co-operative Institution— Wholesale Liq- 
uor Dealers." 


Truth would like to see Rev, Dr. John Hall's 
bank account on one hand and the recording 
angel’s tally of his services on the other. 


Tus Fenians hav held a convention in Phila- 
delphia, They want two million dollars with 
which to begin operations against England. 


A BABY came toa family in Maine last week, 
and a bright five-year-old brother, patting it 
playfully under the chin, inquired, “Say. how 
was God when you left?” 


Mmr, BLAVATSKY and her fellow theosophists 
are no longer subject to the espionage of the 
At first they were 
followed wherever they went. The government 
finding that they had no designs against the 
welfare of India, withdrew the watch greatly to 
the relief of the pilgrims, 


Tau Rev. Ellis F, Biscoe, of Arlington, N.J., 
‘was expelled bythe Newark Conference for im- 
morality. The charge was seducing Miss Leon- 
ard, and then sending her improper medi- 


nittóe appointed to exam- 
ine into the matter found that the charge was 
amply sustained. 


Tax Rev. H. Walter Miller, an Anglican vicar 
in Richmond, England, laid down a. pretty stiff 
proposition to his parishioners previous to 
Easter. He declared that "the man who does 
not receive the holy communion at Easter-tide 
dishonors Jesus Christ, breaks the law of the 
church, forfeits the name of Christian, starves 
his own soul, and brings himself [nto danger 
cf damnation,” Is that all it does, Walter ? 


Some godless fellow in Philadelphia played an 
April fool joke with the Bible used for swearing 
on atthe Central Police Court in that city, He 
removed the inside from the covers and EC 

e 
prank was not discovered until a large number 
of oaths had been sworn on the volume, An 
investigation is in'process, with a view to ascer- 
tain how many oaths hav been taken since the 
book was tampered with, 


Tax term of imprisonment, which a species 
of bigots peculiar to the East, but entirely un- 
known in the enlightened West. imposed upon 
Mr, D. M. Bennett, editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
will expire on the 27th of April. His friends 
are preparing to giv him a grand reception on 
his return to New York. From a religious 
standpoint, the imprisonment of Mr, Bennett 
was a great blunder—it has made tens of thou- 
sands of Liberals.—Cloude County Blade. 


Tur Dundee Free Presbytery, Scotland, hav, 
by a vote of fifteen to thirteen, adopted an over- 
ture to the General Assembly recognizing the 
hand of God in the Tay Bridge disaster, and 
asking the Assembly to devise means for re- 
moving temptation to Sunday traveling and 
traffic, One speaker said that he regarded the 
disaster as a judgment of God upon mercantile 
trickery in building a bad bridge. Scotland’s 
religion is a very nice variety, Knox need not 
be ashamed of his followers, 


A OLERGYMAN who had been traveling in a re- 
mote part of the West was asked by a pious old 
lady if he saw any encouraging signs of the 
spread of religion, “I heard something,” he 
sajd, rather hesitatingly, "which you might 
possibly call encouraging, As I passed, a wo- 
man cried out to her daughter, ' Jerushy Ann! 
you mean, snarly-headed cuss, come right in 
to prayers|'" "At another place,” he added, 
* Y asked a good woman if she had opnortuni- 
* No; she 
replied. *Our only religious privileges consist 
of occasional funerals, ” 


Nor long since some pious parents, not & 
thousand miles from Cedar Springs, concluded 
to disabuse the mind of their little daughter 
about there being a real Santa Ulaus, and 80, 
after reminding her of the many times they had 
told her about that jolly personage and discoy- 
ered that their teachings had béen believed by 
the little girl, they boldly informed her that all 
her teachings on that subject were false, and 
that there was no Santa Olaus. The little girl 
Was wonder-struck, and after asking some 
questions and reflecting for some little time. 


this great family religious journal.—Duluth 


significantly asked, " How is it about Jesus £ 
Tribune. 


Ohrist? did you lie to me about him too?” 


A 8HORT time ago the Rev. Howard Orosby de- 
elared in publie that no efforts to combat the 
vice of intemperance were available, unless 
backed up by a true Christian spirit. The inei- 
dent which occurred at the Yorkville. police 
eourt,'however, goes far to disclose certain im- 
perfections of the Christian temperance move- 
ment, T. T. Layard, who was brought before 
Justice Wandellto answer a charge of beastly 
intoxication, was recognized as being an active 
Christian temperance worker and the author 
of many lectures read in public meetings by 
men of the Crosby stamp. We are not to con- 
Glade by this that all Ohristian temperance 
workers are men who practice the contrary of 
what they preach, but with the above incident 
passed to their account, a little modesty in ad- 
voeating the excellence of their system would 
not be out of place.—Zruth, 


THOMAS HARRISON, the boy evangelist,is re- 
ported insane in Buffalo, where he has been 
conducting revival meetings. Some of the 
Methodist clergymen of that city hav declared 
their belief in his lunacy, and protested against 
his continued exhibitions of wildness; but the 
pastor of the Asbury church is of a different 
opinion, and the meetings go on, drawing great 


orm to chancel-rail,” says the Courier, in an] 
account of his conduct, he "took possession ,of 
the aisles, and even went so far as to climb 
upon the seats, or half way up the pulpit desk, 
stretching out his tall, thin body to its utmost 
hight, and swinging his arms. With coat sleeves 
pulled half way up to the elbows, he passed 
among the audience, making passes before 
their eyes; now prosirate in the aisles; now 
towering up from a pew back, with hands beat- 
ing one another, or stretched to heaven, or 
pointing ¿to some startled. and unoffending 
spectator, or rapidly filrting the. leaves of the 
Bible backward and forward; now uttering 
some stage whisper to the unrepentant sinner; 
then suddenly, without waruing, shrieking out 
a disjointed sentence of thanksglving or prayer, 
immediately afterward, perhaps, getting off a 
joke of the most questionable taste.” He de- 
elared, on another evening, that twenty peni- 
tents were in the chancel, though there were 
only five, and that hundreds of hands were 
raised for prayers, whereas the number was 
exceedingly small, 


A THOUGHTLESS little child, some four or five 
years old, elambered up onto the roof of his 
father’s house in this city a few days ago, when 
he lost his footing, fell to the ground, was 
knocked senseless, and for several hours his 
life was despaired of, and even yet heis not out 
ofdanger. Nowthere is nota man tn Duluth, 
no matter how great a heretic he is, indeed 
there is not a barbarous Sioux Indian on the 
continent, who, had he been standing near, 
would not hav prevented that little fellow from 
receiving that frightful fall had it been in his 
power to do so, According to the old musty, 
men-made creeds, however, " Our Father who 
art in heaven," who boasts of his possession of 
unlimited power, and who professes to love his 
children so well, stood by and looked on with 
the utmost indlfference and never “moved a 
peg ” to help that little fellow when his feet be- 
gan to slip and stretched not forth his hand to 
break the little fellow’s fall, although the old 
Jewish mythology called the Bible, and the old 
men-made creeds, ask us to belieye that he 
could hav done so just as easily as falling off a 
log. The clergy prate a good deal about God's 
“loving kindness and tender mercies,” but jast 
at the time that the ]itt]le boy above referred to 
was falling and needed a God, if indeed there is 
such a being in the universe, if appears that 
God (if there is a God) stood by with his hands, 
as it were, in his breeches pockets and offered 
no assistance. Now those who wish to love and 
admire a God of this sort can do 80, but for our- 
self, we prefer to" tie to” a God who has both 
the ability and the will to help a fellow when he 
needs help; who, in an emergency like the 
above, and especially in the case of a little child, 
would not wait to be called upon for help; but 
who would waive all formalities and technical- 
ities and “pitch in” and make himself yseful 
wheneyer Pn opportunity js offered. Should 
we ever begome satisfied that there i8 a God of 
this sort in existence, we will endeavor to cul- 
tivate his acquaiptance, and we will cheerfully 
and gratuitously " speak a good word for him” 
to the thousands and thousands of readers of 


A SCANDAL, involving a very pious young pro- 
fessor, has just developed in a femaie seminary 
at Keylesburg, Indiana, At the beginning of 
the present scholastic year, a graduate of Har- 
vard University, named Homer Eaton, was en- 
gaged to fill the professorship of Eoglish litera- 
ture in Mount Hope seminary for the education 
of young ladies, Eaton was a proficient scholar, 
and a gentleman in his appearance and address. 
‘He had strong religious convictions and taught 
a class in one of the Sunday-schools. Last 
Monday Professor Haton suddenly disappeared, 
and inquiries after kim were answered by his 
late teacher associates in a very vague and un- 
satisfactory manner. On the several trains that 
day the parents of young ladies arrived, and 
proceeded straight to the seminary, acting very 
mysteriously. The almost incredible ajatement 
is made that during his few months’ conneo- 
tion with the institution he has seduced a large 
number of the girls, his victims being mostly 
members of the junior class, which came di- 
rectly under his supervision. His modus oper- 
andi in each case appears to hav been, first, in- 
dulgence as a teacher, then profession of love, 
after which ruin was easily accomplished under 
promise of marriage. It is alleged that seven- 
t 


proper relations with the.pious young profes- 
sor. The awful secret was divulged last Sunday 
morning by Miss Ella Bertram, one of the older 
girls,..who; under promise of marriage, had 
yielded to Eaton’s desires. Subsequently she 
observed Eaton’s attention to other of her class- 
mates, and, suspecting treachery, watched him, 
and discovered enough to convince her he was 
a base villain and deceiver. Sbe confronted 
him in the presence of the faculty last Bunday 
morning, but he coolly denied the truth of her 
grave charges and demanded a full and minute 
investigation at the hands of his associates. 
That night, however, he suddenly disappeared. 
and has not been seen or heard of since, Every 
effort will be made to ferret him out and punish 
him for his heartless erimes, "Three of his 
young victims are said to be enciente, Eaton’s 
parents liv at Ipswich, Mags., and are highly 
respectable people, 


BzNATOR MCDONALD, of Indiana, a Democrat, 
has introduced into the Senate a bill to refund 
to the University of Notre Dame du Lao, of Bt. 
Joseph county, Indiana. the sum of two thou- 
sand three hundred and thirty-four dollars and 
seventy cents. being the amount of duty paid 
on sundry importations of paintings on glass. 
imported from Europe by that noted Roman 
Catholic institution. The law, as it stands on 
the statute books, allows the importation free 
of duty of philosophical and scientific appara- 
tus, instruments, and preparations, statuary, 
casts of marble, bronze, alabaster, or plaster of 
Paris, paintings, drawings or etchings, spe- 
eially imported in good faith for the use of any 
society or institution incorporated or estab- 
Hshed for philosophical, educational, literary 
or scientific purposes. It also allows the in- 
troduction without duty of regalia and gems 
and statues and specimens of sculpture, ape- 
cially imported in good faith for the use of any 
society incorporated or estabiished for philo- 
sophical, literary, or religious purposes, It 
was under this latter provision thatthe Romish 
firm in New York swindled the government for 
years by getting papist priests to make affida- 
vits on blanks that the articles mentioned were 
intended for the uge of a society established for 
a religioug purpose, and they filling up the 
blank with ten, twenty, ora hundred times in 
value what the priest had really ordered. It 
would seem to any reasonable mind that the 
free list a8 above quoted was ample enough to 
meet the rightful demands of any educational 
institution. But the University of Notre Dame 
isthe crack thealogical seminary of the Romish 
church in America. Good American plate 
glass will not do for its windows, li ust hav 
them filled with stained glasa images of saints 
and other deyiges. and must get these from 
abroad, it was required to pay duty on these 
extravagances, just as &ny ether importers 
would Bay pajd, No other society asks to be 
relieved from the payment of such duties; but 
with the bold effrontery always charaateristic 
of thechurch of the everlasting beggars, these 
priests and nuns of Notre Dame come to Con- 
gress demanding that & special act of Congress 
shall be passed-to refund the $9,834 paid in 
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duties for their extravagant church ornamenta, 


New York, Saturday, April 10, 1880. {SUNGAR BROADWAY. '"] $3 per Year. 


Events of the Week. 


—dÀ- SS 
Ons of the Atlantic cables broke on the 31, 
Tux Empress of Russia is said to be dying, 


THERE is an epidemic of typhoid fever in 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


THE war on the Jesuits in France continues 
with unabated vigor, i 


Some of the steamers on Long Island Sound ` 


are now using the eleotrie light. 


EpisoN has invented a flying-machine, but it 
has not been tried in public yet. 


De Less&rs, the French engineer, of Suez and 
Panama Oanal fame, has departed for France, 


A PETRIFIED Indian, six feet three inches in 
length. was dug up recently near Bladensburg, 
Maryland. 

NEARLY three thousand acros’ of valuable 
woodland in Madison, N, J., were swept by fire 
afew days ago. 


Upnrisinas and meetings among the Hindoos 
in India are reported. Men, women, and ehil- 
dren are massacred, 


HosTILITIES hav commenced between Russia 
and Ohina by an invasion of Russian territory 
by 20,000 Ohinese troops, 


STRIKES are still the order of the day, Oar- 


penters, "longshoremen, carpet-weavers, and 
satchel-makers are now on strike in this city, 


A “REFORMED CATHOLIO" clergyman of this 
city eloped a few daysago with one of the lambs 
of his flock, leaving a wife and three children. 


By a colliery explosion at Anderines, Bel- 
gium, on the 313t ult., forty-two persons were 
killed. Forty-four others who were in the pit 
at the time escaped, . i 


EIGHTEEN men started on a six-day go-as-you- 
please walking-mateh on Monday morning last 
in this city. Over five thousand people at fifty 
cents a head witnessed the start, 


Pourtio3 has taken another turn in OaHfor- 
nia. At the recent municipal election in San 
Francisco the Oltizan's party defeated the 
Workingmen by a large majority. 


THE English Conservative party was beaten 
by the Liberals in the recent election. Charles 
Bradlaugh, the celebrated Atheist, and editor of 
the Nationat Reformer, has been elected to Par- 
lament, 


A WEALTHY English earl left this city a few 
days ago for Montana, where he intends to 
stock a ranche with several thousand head of 
cattle from Texas, He will ship his beef to 
England. À 


On the evening of the ad a terrific storm burst 
over the town of Ottawa, Kan., tearing down 
trees, demolishing houses, blowing ears from 
the track, and wounding a larga number of 
people. One person was killed and two fatally 
injured, ` 


A FEW days ago the Mayor of Pittsburgh Pa.. 
had to ordertbe police to clear out a Presbgte- 
rian church in that city. There were a dozen 
fights in progress at one time among the pillars 
and deacons of the church, and the ladies took 
a hand in the battle, 


Ereur thoroughly converted Christians wera 
hanged for murder on the 21., one in Vermont, 


threein Mississippi, two in Kentueky, one in 


Louisiana, and one at Washington, D. ©. The 
head of the latter was torn from the body by the, 
fall from the gallows. 


A MzrTHopisT church at Binghamton was 
struck by lightning on last Sunday evening 
during Service, Four persons were severely 
shocked, experienced a change o? heart, “got 
religion," and joined tbe churob. On the same 
day a steeple in Wheeling, Ya., was blown down. 


Some of the leading cftizons of Alexandria, 
Va., recently teok the entire editton of an un- 
popular newspaper from asteamer, which had 
brought it from Washington, and threw it into 
the river, They hav been arrested on a charge 
of piracy, They had better adopt Comstocx’s 
method next time. It is more sneaking and 
cowardly, but safer, and the effect, so fam as 
suppression is concerned, is the same—a wider 
circulation for the unpopular sheet, 


Tux New York Methodist Conference jg ost ~--- 
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Selections. 


SSS eS ae 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 
BY B, F, UNDERWOOD. 


That religions, considered as systems of doctrine, 
have been developed from simple conditions, many 
theologians are willing to concede ; but they all 
continue to maintain that religion, considered as an 
element of the human mind or a predisposition to 
worship, is a primordial part of man’s nature, with 
which he must have been endowed when he came 
from the hand of his maker. And as certainly as 
thirst implies water and hunger food, as certainly as 
fear implies something to dread, and affection beings 
to love, the religious element of man’s nature, it is 
affirmed, presupposes a personal intelligent being 
whom it is our duty to reverence and adore. 

Bat if the theory of evolution be true, religion, 
regarded as an element of human nature, as far as it 
is such, as well as a body of doctrine, has come into 
existence naturally with the development of the 
race. If man has a relationship with the animals 
below him, and has risen from the condition of 
creatures incapable of religious ideas and devoid of 
a religious nature, then his tendency to worship, not 
less than his belief in regard to the power that he 
worships, must have been acquired ; in which case 
it presupposes those causes ouly which have com- 
bined to produce this tendency. : 

The evidence seems to be abundant that there are 
tribes on the earth to-day entirely destitute of relig- 
ion; or, if they have it at all, it is in such a rudi- 
mentary condition that travelers are unable to 
observe any indications of it. Of a tribe of Bech- 
uanas, Moffat, who was among them many years, 
says: “ The people have many ceremonies and super- 
stitions, believe in the influence of witchcraft and 
charms ; but no one of them has the remotest ref- 
erence to religion. They have no knowledge what- 
ever of idols or anything intended to represent an 
invisible power, and consequently have nothing of a 
religious character ” (Enc. Brit., art. Bechuanas). 

“There is,” says Darwin, “ample evidence, de- 
rived, not from hasty travelers, but from men who 
have long resided with savages, that numerous races 
have existed, and still exist, who have no idea of one 
or more gods, and who have no words in their lan- 
ar to express such an idea” (Des. of Man, vol. 
1, p. 63). ; 

DUE UNT 

- PRPA pubis, “Origin, of Civilization” and 
travelers and explorers to show-that there are 
numerous tribes without religion, and remarks him- 
self that “sailors, traders, and philosophers, Roman 
Catholic priests, and Protestant missionaries, in an- 
cient and in modern times, in every part of the globe, 
have concurred in stating that there are races of men 
altogether devoid of religion. . . . The ques- 
tion as to the general existence of religion among 
men is indeed to a great extent a matter of defini- 
tion. If the mere sensation of fear and the recog- 
nition that there are probably other beings more 
powerful than man are sufficient alone to constitute 
a religion, then we must, I think, admit that religion 
is general to the human race. But when a child 
dreads the darkness and shrinks from a lightless 
room, we never regard that as evidence of religion. 
Moreover, if these definitions be adopted, we cannot 
longer regard religion as peculiar to man. We must 
admit that the feeling of a dog or a horse towards 
its master is of the same character, and the baying 
of a dog to the moon is as much an act of worshi 
as some ceremonies which have been so described by 
travelers? (Origin of Civilization, p. 121). 

The statement of Lubbuck, that there are tribes 
devoid of religion unless indeed we no * longer 
regard religion as peculiar to man," is significant, 
lt indicates that there is no sharp dividing line 
between religious and unreligious creatures, and of 
itself is sufficient to suggest that as the higher relig- 
ions hav been evolved from the lower ones, so the 
lowest religions have grown out of conditions with 
which we are accustomed to associate nothing of a 
religious character. Certain it is, there are tribes in 
which the intellectual faculties are 80 feeble that the 
phenomena of nature have as yet scarcely become 
an object of thought. According to the theory of 
: evolution, all the higher races of men have come up 
through stages in which the lowest on earth yet 
remain. Who.can doubt that the men who lived in 
the earlier ages of human existence were as desti- 
tute of religion as are the Bechuanas or Arafuras of 
to-day? Of the intellectual condition of man in a 
very remote past, we know something from the 
rough implements of stone which have outlasted the 
bones of the rude men who made them. 

* Religiously," says Winchell, *there is little to 
be affirmed or inferred of the paleolithic tribes. 
Some curiously wrought flints may have served as 
religious emblems; and the discovery of deposits of 
food near the body of the dead may very naturally 
be regarded as evidence of a belief in future life” 
(Adamites and Preadamites, p. 36). 

But there was a yet more remote and a more rude 
stone age. And there must have been yet earlier 
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ages in which man lived, and was able to leave no 
memorial of his existence, and during which, in a 
religious point of view, he was still more like the 
brute mentally than at the time he is first brought 
to our notice by prehistoric archzology. Occupied 
for ages in contests with wild beasts and obtaining 
food, his life was of a kind not adapted to favor the 
contemplation of natural phenomena, and when, 
after ages of mental development under exception- 
ally favorable circumstances, he began to form ideas. 
and to frame hypotheses, they must have been very 
simple, crude, and indistinct. 

How natural that he should invest inanimate 
objects with his own thoughts and feelings! Here 
is indicated an intellectual condition hardly above 
that of the brutes. “My dog,” says Darwin, “a 
full-grown and very sensible animal, was lying on 
the lawn during a hot and still day; but at a little 
! distance a slight breeze occasionally moved an open 
‘parasol, which would have been wholly disregarded 
by the dog had any one stood near it. As it was, 
‘every time that the parasol slightly moved, the dog 
‘growled fiercely and barked. He must, I think, 
; have reasoned to himself in a rapid and unconscious 
i manner that movement without any apparent cause 
; indicated the presence of some strange living agent, 
and no stranger had a right to be on his territory ” 
(Destiuy of Man, vol. i, p. 65). 

* An authentic case is on record of askye-terrier,” 
says l'iske, “being accustomed to obtain favors 
from his master by sitting on his haunches, will also 
sit before his pet India-rubber ball placed on the 
chimney-piece, evidently béseeching it to jump down 
and play with him. Such a fact as this is quite in 
harmony with Auguste Comte’s suggestion that such 
intelligent animals as dogs, apes, and elephants may 
be capable of forming a few fetichistic notions. 
The behavior of the terrier here rests upon the 
assumption that the ball is open to the same sort. of 
entreaty which prevails with the master; which 
implies, not that the wistful brute accredits the ball 
with a soul, but that im his mind the distinction be- 
tween life and inanimate existence has never been 
thoroughly established. Just this confusion between 
things living and things not living is present 
throughout the whole philosophy of fetichism, and 
the confusion between things seen and things 
dreamed, which suggests the notion of another self, 
belongs to this same twilight stage of intelligence, 
in which primeval man has not yet clearly demon- 
strated his immeasurable superiority to the brutes? 
(Myth and Myth Makers, pp, 221-2) 


lun) (Lne8Sé IACU8 nd, IU 18 eviueuu as 
McLennan remarks, that “the simplest hypothesis, 
and the first to occur to men, seems to have been 
that natural phenomena are ascribable to the pres- 
ence in animals, plants, and things, and in the forces 
of nature, of such spirits prompting to action as 
men are conscious they themselves possess” (Fort- 
nightly Review, 1869, p. 422). 

* Man," says Goethe, ‘is a true Narcissus; he 
delights to see his own image everywhere; and he 
spreads himself underneath the universe like the 
amalgam behind the glass." Thus man, projecting 
his own nature unconsciously out upon the field of 
natural phenomena, investing the objects around 
him with his own thoughts and feelings, commences 
worship by contemplating himself. To early man 
pieces of wood and stone were intelligent objects, 
and he sought to win their favor and secure their 
aid. Later he invests with his own nature the 
mountains, rivers, and clouds, the sun, moon, and 
stars; and when the power of abstraction increases 


P| with the development of reason and imagination, he 


forms conceptions of beings more or less like him- 
self, but invisible to the eye and incognizable to all 
the senses. 

** We still say,” says Mill, “the sun rises and sets 
and comes to the meridian, the sea ebbs and flows. 
Languages were formed by men who believed these 
objects to have life and active power in themselves? 
(Logic, vol. i, p. 364). 

“Man paints himself in his gods,” says Schiller; 
and the character of his gods is determined by his 
own, for the reason that he worships, unconsciously 
to himself, his own qualities abstracted from him. 
self and viewed objectively, whether in the piece of 
wood, the passing clouds, the flowing stream, the 
quiet stars, the changing moon, or the glorious sun; 
whether in a personal being sitting on a throne with 
a crown on his head and a scepter in his hand, or 
in a power that 


** Warma in the sun, refreshes in the breeze, 
Glows in the stars, and blossoms in the trees ” 


With malice and revenge in his own heart, he 
cannot help believing he is surrounded by beings 
who delight in making him suffer and to whom he 
therefore prays in fear and trembling. Nature, in 
her pleasant moods, excites opposite feelings. The 
genial sunshine, abundant game,-health, success in 
combat, whatever gratifies him, he ascribes to beings 
who possess the good qualities of which he is con- 
scious in himself; and to them he prays in reverent 
recognition of their superior power, in grateful ac- 
knowledgment of his own dependence, aud with an 
eager desire to secure a continuance of these bless- 


ings. Religion, then, considered as a belief or 
hypothesis and as a practice of devotional rites and 
ceremonies, is seen to have a natural basis and to be 
due to natural causes. It depends upon two factors: 
qualities of the human mind, fear, selfishness, grati- 
tude, wonder, admiration, etc., and the external 
world whose phenomena are ever present to the 
mind of man. 

But here it will be asked, How came man to have 
a religious nature, a tendency to worship which in 
the individual is antecedent to experience, which 
now depends not upon any observation of nature, 
which depends not upon experiences such as those 
through which our savage ancestors passed? The 
answer, in the light of modern psychology, is not 
difficult to give, at least in a general way. In the 
course of ages, states of mind produced by the out- 
ward world have become organized in the race in the 
form of tendencies. A father who has acquired the 
habit of drunkenness may transmit to his offspring 
theresult of his experience in the form of an appe- 
tite for stimulants. There are islands having species 
of animals and birds possessing an instinctive fear of 
man, but which exhibited no fear of him when man 
first visited those islands. Man by his destructive 
agency has produced in these animals sensations 
which by repetition, and by the transmission of the 
results on the brain and nervous system through 
successive generations, have become condensed and 
fixed in the species as an instinct which, whenever 
man, who first produced the impression, appears, 
manifests itself in a very positive manner. So the 
shepherd dog and sporting dogs have characteristics 
which, although originally acquired, are now innate 
or instinctive. Thus that which is learned, whether 
from a personal teacher or by contact with nature, 
and is repeated through centuries, may produce states 
of mind which by heredity appear in the descend- 
ants in the form of aptitudes or predispositions. 
“ Instinct is inherited habit," or, more properly, in- 
sticts are states of mind produced by habits, and by 
repetition and transmission organized in the race. 
Although innate in the individual, they are due to 
ancestral experiences. We are full of these ten- 
dencies, some goed, others bad. We have to some 
extent aptitude for music, mechanics, poetry, oratory, 
philosophy, language. We have tendencies to tem- 
perance or intemperance, to chastity or licentious- 
ness, to truthfulness or falsehood, to courage or 
cowardice. These tendencies of mind, as well as 
bodily characteristics, come to us as a legacy from 


former generations, and, although independent of 
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our ancestors. We are not born with innate ideas, 
but it is unquestionable that we come into the world 
with organisms whose actions and reactions are 
largely determined by the form and quality of struc- 
ture, and they include all those results of generations 
which appear in us as aptitudes and intuitions. 

I believe, then, that our religious nature, as far as 
we possess such a nature, is due ultimately to the 
expeniences of our ancestors. The contemplation of 
nature and the disposition to worship induced by 
ages of experience, during which fear, admiration, 
wonder, gratitude, and reverence have been con- 
stantly excited, have resulted in a predisposition to 
worship, which, although due to experience in the 
race, i8 now @ priori in the individual wherever it is 
found. Thus much as to the natural genesis: of. re- 
ligion considered as a part of man’s nature. 

Outside of the human mind it presupposes, not a 
personal being who implanted it in man, and the 
worship of whom is man’s highest and noblest duty, 
but that world of phenomena, with all its wealth and 
variety, with all its beauty and deformity, which 
confronted our earliest ancestors as it confronts us 
to-day. The instinctive fear of man exhibited by 
wild animals implies the existence of man and those 
destructive acts which excited their dread and terror. 
And if the religious tendencies of man have been 
acquired in the manner indicated, they presuppose, 
in addition to the susceptible mind, not a supernatu- 
ral being who endowed man with a religious nature 
when he appeared on the earth, but the material 
world that impressed him and produced those mental 
states, which have been repeated and the results 
transmitted in the form of a predisposition to wor- 
ship. There is nothing in the religious instinct that 
determines the particular form or character of the 
object of worship. That depends upon the intellect- 
ual and moral condition of the worshiper, due 
chiefly to the instruction he has personally received 
from parents and teachers, . 

But in every stage of religious thought, as we have 
seen, from the lowest fetichism to the loftiest mono- 
theism, the real object of man’s fear, reverence, or 
devotion is the qualities of the human mind with 
which he invests the external world. Man cannot 
rise above or get beyond his ownnature. Of beings 
having characteristics essentially different from his 
own, he cannot possibly conceive. He may imagine, 
on some distant star, beings higher than himself or 
different in their external appearances, yet the posi- 
tive and final predicates which he gives to these be- 
ings are necessarily drawn from his own nature. 
An analysis of all such conceptions will show that 
although we can extend our thoughts quantitatively, 


a EEN Yee aa ORC ders FS ee ee ee 
The Truth Seeker, April 10, 1880. 


—— 


The Truth Seeker, April 10, 1880. 


227 


yet the quality of our thoughts is determined by our 
nature and surroundings. We can have ideals supe- 
rior. to ourselves as individuals, but no ideals the 
elements of which do not exist'in the Species to 
which we belong. 

Keeping in view this obvious principle, a rigid 
analysis of religion will enable us to see that, as a 
system of thought in which phenomena are ascribed 
to a being or to beings who are b-l'eved to be proper 
objects of worship, it is an indirect form of self- 
knowledge. As Feuerbach has shown with much 
fulmess and variety of illustration, man uncon- 
sciously studies his own nature in the contemplation 
of gods long before his intellectual and moral 
Ju nature becomes a direct object of study. ` 

: In every age man discovers and recognizes that 
7 "what was in a preceding age regarded as the true 
god was the subjective nature of man viewed object- 
ively. When a nation or a race has outgrown a 
as religion, the old god comes to be regarded only as & 
conceptional being corresponding with the mental 
condition of the times in which it prevailed. The 
picture taken in childhood cannot be looked upon as 
a correct likeness of the same individual grown to 
manhood. No more can man be pleased with the 
mental image of himself that was formed during his 
intellectual childhood. As between the likeness of 
the youth and that of the man, there is more or 
less resemblance, so between the gods of two 
periods, separated by ages and widely different in 
their intellectual condition, there will be much in 
common. 

The profoundly religious man of to-day never 
recognizes the identity between himself and the 
object of his worship; but he sees the applicability 
of this principle in times and among people having 
conceptions of God that are gross and. low. The 
enlightened Christian readily admits this to be true 
of the ignorant savage. The well-informed Chris- 
tian and the enlightened Hebrew of to-day admit 
that many of the Old Testament representations of 
deity are very imperfect, aud they apologize for 
their grossness by saying that God in those days 
accommodated himself to the rude, ignorant condi- 
tion of the people, since they were unable to enter- 
tain any conceptions of God unless they were of a 
being like themselves. But it is just as certain that 
the conception of God by the theologian of to-day 
is a conception of the nature of man; and whenever 
the Theist has recourse to volition to supply the 
nexus between cause and effect, he unconsciously 
invests nature with his own human personality. 


_..... Since worship had its origin in man's contempla. 
777 7*7080on af Dis own nature, in observing himself relected 


from the mirror of his own thoughts, in fearing and 
reverencing his own qualities seen illusively in the 
objective world, the conclusion seems unavoidable 
that the continuance of worship must depend upon 
the continued recognition of a personality like him- 
self behind or immanent in the world of phenomena. 
To say that God exists, that it is our duty to worship 
him, that worship consists in contemplating his 
majesty, his goodness his love, in adoring and prais- 
ing him for what he is as well as for what he does, 
and then to say that all our conceptions of him are 
but illusions, that all our thoughts of him, on which 
our admiration and love are founded, are no repre- 
sentation of him at all, that he is an unknown and 
unknowable something entirely beyond our compre- 
hension—these two statements taken together are, 
it seems to me, quite inconsistent and absurd. On 
hearing them the first time, a mind unperverted by 
theological teachings would, I think, wonder whether 
God, if anything, were not really a demon amusing 
himself by making man a victim of illusion, decep- 
tion, and fraud. 

A god has no significance or value for an ardent 
worshiper unless he can contemplate him as a being 
like himself, who approves and disapproves human 
actions, who sees man’s movements, who hears his 
words, who sympatbizes with him in misfortune and 
distress, to whom he can appeal when in need of aid, 

n and from whom blessings come in response to prayer. 
| : What cares the devotee for the “absolute,” the 
i. ` “unconditioned,” the “unknowable,” a god with- 
í out any of those human qualities with the contem- 
plation of which in fear, in reverence, in love, wor- 
ship commenced and worship has been sustained 
through all the ages of man's existence as a religious 
being? 
[ro BE cowTINUED.] 


(from the Newark Register. 
The Spy System in the United States. 


There are two ways to get the better of an opponent ; one 
is to meet him in open and fair conflict, and the other is to 
stab him in the dark. The former is regarded as the manly 
way, the latter as the method of thieves and assassins. Just 
now in Russia both of the two great conflicting parties seem 
to hav adopted the dark lantera policy. The Nihilists plot 
and the emperor counterplots. The regnant authority hu- 
millates itself by following suspected persons into their 
houses and homes, and questions servants, follows women, 
bribes anybody, and descends to any sort of meanness to 
compass its ends. The other party follows similar tactics ; 
it explodes mines, encourages assassins, and rivals the im- 
perialists in the Guy Fawkes line of business. 


respectable, and to establish it as the really proper and hou- 


ated into the position of peepers at keyholes and surrepti- 
tious readers of private letters. 


eagerly peruse letters which it is certain were not intended 


ant expense is taken up in the investigation of some alleged: 
Case Concerving the use of naughty words in a private letter, 


the boldest lion may be scared by the fluttering of an old 


state legislatures contrary to the Constitution are utterly 


In our humble way we imitate those imperial and piebeian 
conspirators. We hav a wonderful detective system, by 
means of which married people of either sex who wish for 
divorces can be accomodated. If a cashier or clerk makes 


an enemy he can be ‘‘shadowed,” and brought into infinite 
trouble and expense. ! 


clergy, churches, and many of the lui:y to bring grist to his 
private mill. : 


direct contravention of the Constitution Was enacted to pun- 
ish sedition and another to punish frauds on the United States 
banks. 
| principled partisans of monarchy from power. 
and Madison, who, Webster said, ‘‘ knew the Constitution 
better than any men that ever lived,” drew up the Virginia 

There is, however, one man who seems to hav reduced | and Kentucky resolutions. 
this spying business to a science, and to hav enlisted the | dent. 


This raised a storm that swept the old rotten un- 
Jefferson 


Jefferson was elected Presi- 
The above is a brief history of the matter. 
How then does it come that to-day the courts of the 


It has been reserved for us in the United f United States will (the Constitution never having been 


States to turn out the champion sneak of all nations and |altered on the point) by a strained construction in a crimi- 


times; for Tony Comstock, although not by many a thou- 
sand the first who has made his profit by crawling, is, so far 
88 we know, the first who has tried to make crawling 


orable method of progression through the world. The 
strange thing in the matter is the facility with which 
respectable people—clergymen, judges, and other excellent 
citizens—suffer themselves to be hoodwinked and humili- 


Men who would scorn to 
read even an open letter lying unguarded hefore them will 


for them to read, and the time of courts with all the attend- 


People hav a sort of blind terror of unseen attacks, and 


shirt on a pole. These ‘‘detectives” and curators of private 
morals hav found this out, and they hav a great deal of fun 
as well as profit in seeing how people who are worth a 
thousand times more than they are become frightened by 
the waving of their miserable rags. 

The safeguard of all purity is franknees and openness. 
There are many things in the life of most men and of many 
women which they wonld prefer.to keep out of sight; and 
this is only saying that most men and many women are im- 
perfect. But it is a mistake to set up for absolute perfec- 
tion, and a great deal better frankly to recognize fault and 
challenge examination. 

The spies and sneaks of society find their profit in the 
lack of honesty and the desire to appear better than ‘it is, 
which is so common a failing of humanity. Comstock’s 
profitable business would soon come to an end if his victims 
would just laugh in his ugly.face and defy him. 

Oo 


Perversion of Law. 
To THE EDITOR oF Tux TnuTH SEEKER, Sir: What an 
awful thing is law in a republic such as ours! The Con- 
stitution is the supreme law, and all: acts of Congress or 


null, void, and of no effect. Not the unanimous enactments 
of all the law-making bodies in the Union hav the least 


tution. And so tender is the law of the rights of men that 
in criminal] cases, where the accused is guilty of crimes of 
the blackest dye, if there be the least doubt as to the consti- 
tutionality of the statute he is tried under, he must go 
acquitted and free. How much more so is this the case 
where offenses created by statute—actions harmless, even 
laudable, in themselves, but forbidden by the law-making 
power—are the subject of judicial consideration. If an 
honest court should recede with horror from the first un. 
constitutional step towards punishing one proved guilty of 
murder, how should it act in a like case of accusation of 
having made a contract, accepting a present for labors ren- 
dered, or of selling tobacco without license, or sending a 
lottery ticket, or advertising on a bank-bill, or using a cop- 
per boiler without registry, or violating a postal law, or 
sending forbidden matter through the mail, or selling 
books deemed obscene by some people ? etc., etc. 

In addition, to save citizens from persecution and guard 
their rights, the Jaws hav provided, from immemorial time, 
that no one shall be tried except in the county of the fact— 
that is, where the act was commitled—and hav placed a 
great number of safeguards around the accused, such as 
requiring witnesses to come on his summons, trying him 
near his home where his character and that of his accusers 
are known. . "D 

When the Constitution of the Union was framed the 
founders were most jealous respecting those rights. When 
it was proposed to giv Congress a general power to punish 
offenses, not only the great majority of the members of the 
convention, but the whole people, were aroused to anger 
and scorn, ‘‘They would never allow it; never adopt such 
an instrument." So when power was given to Congress to 
punish treason, piracy, felonies on the high seas, counter- 
feiting United States coin and securities, offenses against 
laws of nations, offenses arising in the army, navy, forts, 
etc., and no other offenses whatsoever, the makers of the 
Constitution declared in the debates why they did so. Read 
the speech of Holmes, of Massachusetts, on that subject. 
What a fearful picture he presents of citizens dragged from 
their counties for trial among strangers! And everybody 
in the thirteen colonies agreed that 'twere better to be under 
British despotism even than under such a condition. Read 
Patrick Henry and Madison and Randolph and others. A 
measure was proposed to giv Congress power to enforce the 
powers already given, and all other powers, by legislation, 
necessary and proper to carry them out. Madison said it was 
not necessary, because the grant of a power carried with it the 
grant of all powers necessary to enforce it. Patrick Henry 
said, Congress might assume power to punish other offenses. 
Madison and others said they never would venture to do so. 
But to satisfy this scruple the amendment number ten was 
made, declaring ‘‘all powers not granted are reserved to 
the states or people." And all parties were satisfied. 

But as in Congress there are always enough men who are 
ignorant and Careless a8 to the measures they vote on, and 


others who are blindly factious or corrupt, 800n a bill in 


son, piracy, etc., etc. 
which Congress has power—surely hé is safe. But no! He 
is indicted secretly, dragged hundreds of miles for trial, 
forced into trial, found guilty, and sent to the penitentiary, 
while a heavy fine is put upon him, and meantime his home 
is sold to pay it and his family driven into the streets. 
this an exaggerated case? No! I swear it is not. 


without number similar to it hav occurred. No appeal from. . 
vM cto n0 =" GAR CH IRVINE. 
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nal suit where the defendant is accused of a mere statutable 
offense (mala prohibita), of merely exercising one of his 
natural and inalienable rights—yes, inalienable, so help me . 
God ! if such a thing there be !—dare to convict and punish 
with the highest penalties, fine and hard-labor imprisonment, 
when the founders of the Constitution, with the whole na- 
tion to back them, refused to giv this power to punish even 
crimes every man's conscience told him were wrongs? 
Yes, refused it in their discussions ; refused it in the 
instrument itself; solemnly reiterated that refusal in 
amendment number ten ; rose up and repeated it ten years 
afterwards when Congress tried to punish sedition and 
fraud. In the nameof all the gods at once, is there not 
doubt here, to say the very least ? Amend your Constitu- 
tion; let such men as Bennett go free, with ten thousand 
others you are oppressing thus lawlessly. Yes, 'tis the 
courts are the criminals in such cases. 
regard the Constitution are the offenders, and Congress also 
participates and should be equally liable could it not plead 
idiocy. Here is tyranny unspeakably wrong added to it. 
You drag men hundreds of miles from their counties, and 
compel them to defend themselves at their own expense 
and never reimburse them. Here is the sum of it. 
zen livs under a free constitutional government, he is told. 
He reads in that Constitution that Congress cannot punish 
any offense except what is named therein. 
ney, we will suppose, and being called upon to prosecute a 
claim against the government by a poor man, who is unable 
to pay costs for witnesses, agrees, as is customary with 
lawyers, to do it for a contingent sum, and advance the 
costs. 
told that an act of Congress existed making his laudable 
act a penitentiary crime. 
all prosecutions were barred in two years, and the Consti- 


Judges sworn to 


A citi- 


He is an attor- 


He gets his money. Ten years afterwards he is 
But Congress had alse declared 


tution ssys Congress cannot punith any offenses but trea- 
His act is not one of the classes over 


Is 
Cases 


XH 
Oregon, Mo., Feb. 17, 1880. 


Mr. Bennett’s Reception. 


To rug EDITOR OF THE TRUTH BEExER, Sir: I hav been 
noticing the many suggestions of our friends regarding Mr. 
Bennett's reception at the cloge of his prison confinement. 


Iam quite sure that but few comparatively know more of 
ihe deadly hate of priesthood towards the Liberals, and of 
their determination to destroy Liberalism, than I. Hence, 
I know this occasion requires a manifestation by all lovers 
of liberty that will last long after a ride upon the Hudson 
in her most magnificent steamer, or a dinner at Delmonico’s 


dining table will be forgotten, although thousands of our 


friends and workers may be there, and nothing could giv 


me more pleasure than that Mr. Bennett’s reception should 
astouish the civilized world. But as these costly manifesta- 


tions are but relics of religious barbarism, and as a nation’s 


reception cannot do honor to Mr. Bennett, a nation’s tears 
cannot erase the blot his imprisonment placed upon the fair 
brow of our Declaration of Independence, or illumine the 


stars upon our nation's Hag with their wonted brilliancy. 


Hence, let us use wisdom in this matter. That an unpar- 
alleled reception should be given this:man, whose unjust im- 


prisonment has caused his friends 80 many sleepless nights, 
I know, but with as little expense as possible. 


If we would 
advance the cause of Liberalism, it must be by educating 
the people, or if we would use our money to the best advan- 
tage to stop the rapidity of the car of destruction which the 
priesthood, behind the screen, are 80 adroitly engineering, 
and every now and then beneath its weight crushing some 
of our most needed and noble men and women, we can do 
no better than to sustain and circulate Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
a paper open for the discussion of all questions pertaining 
to human progress, whose editor has not carried the load of 
aristocracy upon his shoulders till he has become humpback, 
hence afraid to meet the enemy. Now let such of us as hav 
five dollars, more or less, to spare,'use it to place THE 
TRUTH SEEKER in the hands of those who cannot otherwise 
hav it. Ireally ihink thata half a dozen TRUTH SEEKERS 
properly circulated in a city like this would educate the 
people more than a Liberal League of two hundred members 
without it. I hav little or no influence in this direction, 
neither do I wish to exert any, but I must appeal to the 
friends that they do not unnecessarily use money for one 
day's manifestation. Also we who cannot attend Mr. Ben- 
nett's reception in New York city, let us, upon that day, 
call the people together in our own localities, expressly to 
review the matter of stamping out our Liberal literature, 
and understanding we are to raise all the money we can to 


circulate Tug TRUTH SEEKER in our localities. Let every 

Liberal League in the United States do this, and we will 

soon find the priestly tyrant weakening in power, and the 

people advancing in education, which alone can save this 

nation from the chasm of ignorance and slavery now at its 

feet. AMELIA H, CoLBY. 
Lockport, N. Y., March 30, 1880. - 
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Ninth Letter From Albany. 
PENITENTIARY, April 4, 1880. 

Mx Dran Farenps: I have now entered upon the last 
month of my imprisonment. Before another four weeks 
has passed away I shall, in all probability, be restored 
to liberty, to breathe nature's free air and to walk forth 
untrammeled and bask once moro in the rays of the glorious 
sun, which shines for all (save those in prison) I need not 
tell you I am glad that my days behind the bars are 80 
nearly over. You can all easily understand that few things 
are more repulsive to à human being than to be immured in 
prison-month after month and to be deprived of that cher- 
ished liberty which nature vouchsafes to all. When locks 
and bolts and bars no longer restrain me, I believe I shall 
prize this dearly loved liberty more than I ever did before. 
I feel that I have been unjustly and cruelly deprived of my 
dearest rights,.and when I am permitted to enjoy them once 
more I shall love them with increased ardor and devotion. 

Yes, I have been deeply wronged, and in more ways than 
one. And now, as my term of imprisonment is drawing to 
a close, it may not be amies to take a brief review of these 
injuries, First, financially, the cost of my arrest, trial, fine, 
and imprisonment, including attorneys’ fees, printing bills, 
help to fill my place in my business, extra prison expenses, 
and much else not necessary to particularizo here, amounts 
to more than three thousand dollars. Certain losses which 
hav occurred in consequence of my being taken away from 
my business amount to two thousand dollars more, These 
five thousand dollars are far more of a loss than my little 
bsiness is able to stand. True, friends have been very kind 
and heve generously contributed to help meet expenses, but, 
unfortunately, the balance between loss and gain is decid- 
edly on the wrong side of the ledger. The greatest wrong, 
however, is not a financial one. My imprisonment, with 
what has grown out of it, has made a serious draft upon my 
health and vitality. Ihave felt latterly that I have grown 
old more within the last ten months than in any previous 
ten years. Prison confinement and deprivation are not con. 
ducive to health and longevity. Five years of imprison- 
ment, with the hardships attendant upon it, often prove 
sufficient to break down the strongest Constitution. I have 
seen seven persons breathe their last since I have been here, 
and not one had passed middle age, and all died of diseases 
contracted in prison, At one time others thought—and I 
had good reason to think so myself—that I was in a fair way 
to wind up my earthly career, and wholly from the effects 
of my imprisonment. 

The effect upon the mind of being unjustly subjected to 
such wrong is probably greater than the effect on the purse 
and body combined. A person who has never been placed 
behind bars and bolts can scarcely realize the severe punish- 
ment itis. Itis an unceasing torture—a rankling wretch- 
edness that pen cannot portray. I sometimes wonder how 
the miserable and dishonorable sneak and informer who 
was the means of my being placed here would like to take a 
year’s trial of his own medicine, which he so fondly admin- 
isters to Others. 
prison confinement, and prison fare, it would no more than 
atone for the deep wrongs he has done to others. I wonder 
too if District-Attorney Woodford feels that he has occa- 
sion to Congratulate himself upon the part he performed 
in the despicable business of sending me to an undeserved 
prison. He knows the charge against me was pitiful and 
frivolous, and yet he authorized the oppressive proceedings 
to be commenced against me. He is naturally a man of 
better knowledge and kinder instincts; he has a fine front 
head, a good intellectual development, and a sympathetic, 
kindly nature (he ought to be a Liberal), but he is a member 
of the Young Men’s Christian Association and Comstock’s 
Obscene Society; he wants to please his rich Christian 
friends, and that tells the whole story. It is to be pre- 
sumed that Mr. Fiero feels well satisfied with the conspicu- 
ous part he played in this persecuting drama, He has the 
appearance of one who is always well satisfied with himself 
and his achievements. And that Christian jury—with a 
Sunday-school superintendent for foreman—which delib- 

.erately sent me here for exercising one of the guaranteed 
rights of an American citizen, it is to be hoped, feel an 
immense amount of self-satisfaction for the narrow views 
they were able to take of the case and the unfeeling preju- 
dice they exhibited in rendering their unjust verdict. It is 
. to be hoped their reflections for the last ten months toueh- 
ing the case have been placid and happifying. And pious 
and very Christian Judge Benedict, with the soul of a bigot, 
whose rulings and instructions in my trjal were most unjust 
end unfair, doubtless exults at the deep injury he was able 
to inflict upon me, and would gladly repeat the same 
with fivefold severity. He isa very fair exemplification of 


aet mem mic d 


-unbelievers in the fundamental dogmas of Christianity; by 


Could he have ten years of prison labor, 


! ardent Christian, and hates Infidels with a hearty intensity. 
She may naturaly be one of the finest women that ever 
' breathed, but she has wo sympathy or charity for an unbe- 
liever, and prefers him to be in prison to enjoying his natu- 
ral freedom. In my opinion she would have been perfectly 
capable of playing the role of Bloody Mary, Queen of Eng- 
land, who burned to death two hundred and eighty unfortu- 


but it is most pitiful that the United States has not better nate persons who dared to believe differently from herself ; 
representatives. It is pitiful that the courts and the officials or the role of Queen Elizabeth, her sister, who bd scarcely 
of this country, whose government was founded by the best less cruel, and who signed the death-warrants o hundreds 
men that ever lived, should have sunk so low as to perse- | Of people, wholly because they did not mold their belief 
cute an unpopular man because he is honest.to his own con- | CCording to the pattern prescribed. They were zealous 


victions and dares to differ from Mrs. Grundy and. her, Christians, even as is Mrs. Hayes. They believed in pun- 
church party. This is precisely what was done in my case, | ishing unbelievers. 8o does Mrs. Hayes. The mode has 
The pretext upon which I was indicted and convicted was , Changed somewhat in three hundred years, but the spirit of 
the merest kind of asham. Several copies of Taz Truru Persecution remains much the same. Then it was the rule 
SEEKER and a copy of my “Open Letter to Jesus Christ "| to burn, behead, hang, rip open the bowels, and torture in 
— which were repeatedly held up before the jury and re; Various ways those who were 80 criminal aa not to believe 
ferred to, together with the fact that I am one of thelargest|88 the church and state commanded. Now burning, 


Infidel publishers in the country—had more to do with my | behending, and hanging for opinion's sake have gone out of 


conviction than had the copy of *‘ Cupid'a Yokes” mailed, fashion, but sending to a dreary prison is still a favorite 
Christian pastime. 


to Comstock under the lying name of G. Brackett. Yes, it 

is a sad reflection that our proud government, established | Yes, the church has been ‘‘ too strong for me." It forced 

by Franklin and Washington, both of whom were decided | my arrest, it forced a trial, it forced a conviction, it forced 
me from my family and friends, it forced me from my busi- 


ness, it forced me into prison, and it came near forcing me 
into my grave, which was the destination it had in view for 
me. Yes, yes! the church has been £oo strong for me! Can 
it be strange, then, that my love for the church is not 
intense ? In view of the enormities it has practiced for 
centuries, in view of the hundreds of thousands, yes, mi'l- 
ions of unhappy mortals who by its heartless cruelty and 
intolerance have been brought to the torture racks, pul- 
leys, wheels, feet and leg-crushing ‘‘ boots,” ripping knives, 
red-hot pinchers, heavy chains, loathsome dungeons, the 
scaffold, the beheading-block, the stake, and the flimea—is 
it strange then, I ask, that I do not love the church? The 
church indeed may be too strony for me, but in view of the 
great wrong it has done to me, and the far greater wrongs 
it has done to my unfortunate fellow-beings, I owe it a debt 
which to pay I shall toil hard while I have life and strength. 
Yes, the church may be too strong for me, but I shall try to 
wield in opposition to it all the strength and vigor I cau 
possibly command. I know the church is strong. I have 
realized it, I have felt it, but truth and right are really 
stronger. I have enlisted under their banner, and I will not 
prove recreant to them. The church may be strong, but I 
will trust in the eternal principles of justice, and in these I 
will try to be strong also. I will oppose the church ; I will 
oppose intolerance; I will oppose hypocrisy and falsehood; 
i I will oppose the spirit. of persecution and proscription; I 
will oppose superstition, bigotry, and fraud. I will try to 


be as strong as possible, and do all in my power to spread 
ine truu verure my Felluw-Velugs, nud uuw thou’ the 


superiority nature, rationalism, and reason have over super- 
naturalism, superstition, and lies. Had I a life before me 
as long as is ascribed to the mythical Methusaleh I would 
cheerfully spend it all in this good work. Truth is so much 
superior to error and falsehood that I will love it and follow 
it forever. 

Solomon was not correct when he said there was ‘‘ noth- 
ing new under the sun.” Even now, twenty-five hundred 
years after he is said to have lived, we have new things 
under the sun. It isa new thing for this government to 
lend its courts and its power to crush and imprison people 
for opinion’s sake, but it has done it within the last year. 
, It is a new thing for the earnest request of 200,000 citizens 
to the Executive, asking for a just and reasonable act, to be 
"utterly ignored, but this has been done within the last ten 
months. It is a new thing for this government, early 
declared to be unconnected with any system of religion, to 
now be controlled by the most intolerant system the world 
has ever known, but this we have seen within the last forty 
weeks. It is a new thing for the clergy and their dupcs to 
undertake the control of the Executive of our nation and 
tell him whom he may pardon and whom he may not, but 
this too we have seen within the last two hundred days. 
It is a new thing in this government for a President to yield 
to the dictation and bidding of the ecclesiastical party as to 
what course he shall pursue and what steps he shall take, 
but this we have for the first time seen within the last ten 
moons. It is a new thing for the President's wife to assume 
to say whether a pardon shall be issued or not, but this we 
have seen in the present administration. It is a new thing 
for a man to. administer the chief executive power in this 
great government, whom the people did not elect to the 
position, but this too we have scen for the last three years, 
but may we never have to witness it again! May frauds of 
all kinds cease to flourish in our land, and may honeaty, 
truth, justice, and righteousness become the governing 
principles of national and individual conduct. 

I have spoken of the tyranny of our judges and our 
courts. I fee] almost impelled to refer to them again for a 
moment. They are subjects upon which I have thought 
much. They are an evil that-has assumed immense magai» 
tude. Our system of justice too often becomes the merest 
farce and mockery. Our courts and our judges cost the 
people of the country immense sums of money, and in 
return they ought to do a great amount of good, but 
whether the eyil they do is not greater than the good isa 
problem for every maa to debate in his own mind. One 
thing is most sure. Oar so-called courts of jusi?we often 
perpetrate great znjusice. The rich man, or he who has 
rich and influential friends, seldom receives severe treat- 
ment,from these courts, A man with plenty of money 
may even commit murder, and if punished at all he is let off 
very lightly, whereas, if it is a poor man, one without 
money or friends, the heavy hand of the law crushes him to 
the earth. He finds no mercy; he gets the severest sen- 
! tence, and à pardon rarely ig issued for him, 


the class of judicial tyrants which now curse this country. 
He exhibits an absoltue delight in saying, with particular 
pomp and emphasis, to a poor unfortunate fellow-being, 
“ The sentence of the court is that you be confined at hard 
labor in the Albany Penitentiary for the term of five years. » 
These men named represent the majesty and dignity of this 
great nation, and they manipulate one of its great courts, 


Jefferson and Paine, the first an Atheist and the second a 
Deist; by Hancock and Adams, who did not acknowledge 
the false claims of our current system of religion—it is sad, 
Isay, to think that the government of their founding has 
sunk so low as to lend its power to crush an honest thinker 
and an honest speaker of his convictions, in harmony, too, 
with the founders named. This has been done in my case; 
and all the lies that Cook, Comstock, Colgate, and Crosby 
can tell in a year cannot disprove it. . 

Since my last letter to you this prison has been visited by 
a representative of the government, Acting-Commissioner 
C. K, Chase, Esq , regularly employed, as I learn, in Attor- 
ney-General Devens' office, the Department of Justice. He 
made his annual visit to see the condition of the United 
States prisoners confined here, and to learn from them per- 
sonally whether they have any complaints to make. Each 
United States prisoner has a private interview with him, and 
is at liberty to say to the commissioner whatever he wishes. 
Thad no complaint to make of the treatment I have received 
from the officers of the prison, but some about the treatment 
I have received from the government or its representatives. 
I said I thought our government had reached a pretty low 
point when it lent itself to carry out the behests of religious 
bigots and persecutors. He assented to the remark, and 
seemed familiar with my case. He said he had sympathiz2d 
with me and tried to do all he could to secure my release from 
prison. He had called upen the booksellers of New York 


city, and learned from them that some of them had sold the 
same pamphlet upon which I was convicted, and that tney 


thought it an outrage that I should be sent to prison upon 
such à charge. He said he was fully of the opinion at one 
time that I would certainly be liberated ; but it was not 
quite accemplished. I remarked that it was singular, while 
so many men prominently connected with the government 
pronounced my imprisonment a gross outrage, that I should 
still be allowed to wearily drag out month after month in a 
terrible prison. Isaid I had seen a letter, written some months 
ago by Secretary Carl Schurz to a friend of mine in the 
West, in which he decided!y characterizad ray imprisonment 
as a great wrong, and said he had assurance I would soon 
be liberated ; that Secretary John Sherman had said much 
the same to friends of mine ; that Attorney-General Devens 
had cleaily expressed the same sentiments; that Pardon- 
Clerk Judge Gray had several times decidedly given the 
same opinion ; that Col. W. R. Rogers, the President’s pri- 
vate secretary, had to my wife declared the whole crusade 
against me a great outrage; that even the United States 
marshal who took me from Ludlow-street Jail to bring me 
here, said a great wrong had been committed upon me, 
etc., etc. i 

*' Yes," replied Mr. Chase, ‘‘that is just the way it is; 
every man I know of connected with the government is in 
favor of your liberation, except the President, and him alone. 
The fact is, Bennett, the church is too strong for you; that 
influence has secured the co-operation of the President, and 
it is too strong for you.” ` 

Truer words were never spoken, The influence of the 
Church has been wielded against me, and it has temporarily 
triumphed over me. Although over 200,000 citizens, good 
and true, asked the President to release me, and though the 
President himself admitted I had violated no law and 
deserved no imprisonment, he disregarded the prayer of the 
200,000 and preferred to obey the behests of the church. 
He even went so far as to sign à document touching my 
release, which document went to the Pardon-Clerk and was 
seen by a gentleman of this city; and the Pardon-Clerk, in 
his own oflice, told the clerk of this prison to set me at lib- 
erty; and though the President gave my wife strong hopes 
that I would be set free, still, when the church said, *' No, 
Bennett must not be liberated,” the President was false to 
his own convictions, false to his own sense of right. He 
listened to the demands of the church and dared not diso- 
bey. He refused to take another step toward my libera- 
tion. i 

As I have before said, Mrs. Hayes ia much to ba credited 
for my continued imprisonment. She is an ardent devotee 
of the Methodist church. She loves the church dearly, and 
loves her pastor nearly as well. All the pastors said I must 
be kept in prison, and Mrs. Hayes said so too; and then 
the President also said I must be kept in prison. A friend 
in Iowa has written me that some attache of the Western 
press while in Washington played the part of Jenkins, and 
wrote letters home very laudatory of Mrs. Hayes, praising 
in the highest terms her amiability and goodness of heart. 
All that, perhaps, is very well, but, unfortunately, she is an 
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I have realized the inequality of modern justice since I 
.have been in this prison more than ever before. From what 
I have learned, about thirty-three per cent of the persons 
Bent to prison are really guilty of little or no crime. Far 
too many innocent people are sent to prison. Aud again, 
the inequality of sentences for similar offenses is most 
apparent, For instance, one man was sent here for two 
years for making and passing counterfeit money. He was 
an old offender, and the sentence was not too heavy ; but 
‘another man, who,seems to be a well-disposed, harmless 
person, for carrying from one acquaintance to another 
a pair of, dies for stamping half dollars, and in which he 
had no interest—he never having made or handled counter- 
feit money—was sent here for six years. He is nearly sixty 
years of age, and it is very doubtful if he lives to serve out 
his sentence. Another man, for’ handing a ten-dollar 
counterfeit bill to a second person, who was explicitly told 
that the bill was counterfeit, and for which no considera- 
tion was given, was sent here for seven years. He has 
contracted consumption here, and will hardly live to serve 
out half his term. Many are here for getting drunk, I 
know one man who was sent here for a year from this city, 
whose only offense was drinking with a friend in a private 
house and getting pretty mellow, The police saw him, took 
him before the police judge, and swore he was intoxicated, 
and a year in this prison was the penalty. Many are sent 
here from the South for making illicit whisky, Eight were 
sent from one court in Lynchburg, Va., upon this charge. 
I got acquainted with two of them who became ill and were 
sent into the hospital ; one a young man, apparently of good 
character and disposition—we both worked in No. 8 shop 
and near tegether—a carpentier,- He contracted typhoid 
fever, and I saw him close his eyes in death. Several days 
before his death he assured me he was sent here on wholly 
insuffücient grounds, and that he had not made a drop of 
whisky nor been in any way connected with it. A design- 
ing deputy United States marshal had sworn falsely against 
him for the fees he made in securing convictions. It was 
touching, in the delirium which preceded his death, to hear 
ihe poor young man talk about his mother aud sister, and 
call upon them, and to see the great anxiely he felt to go to 
them. Death released him. I saw him carried out in & 
pine box. Another man is serving out a sentence here 
for obtaining & single quart of illicit whisky and selling it 
to a United States deputy-marshal, who requested him to 
get it for him, and for the express purpose of getting him 
into trouble and himself pocketing the fee, That must 
have been a regular Comstock sort of fellow. Osher cases 
of severe hardship from unjust tria's and tyrannical judges 
might be detailed almost to any extent, but I will not 
detain you with them now. While I-have been writing 
these lines, and within the last half hour, the Catholic 
chaplain who preaches in the chapel here one Buuday in 


. four. Father Maurice Biere. an educated. ventlema z 

man, has been in. "The subject of courts and unjust judges 
became a topic of brief conversation. He suggested a rule 
of action that rather meets my approval aud that is, that 
candidates for criminal judges and prosecuting attorneys, 
before entering upon their offices, shall serve one year in 
some state prison or penitentiary for instruction, as military 
cadets are sent to West Point. This would give them a 
realizing sense of what they were sending their unfortunate 
victims to, and might make them a trifle more merciful, I 
would not object to Judge Benedict taking a term of one 
year, just to show him what he has so unfeelingly sent 
Others to, who are better men than himself. But that 
would be too much genuine justice ever to take place. He 
will rather continue for life to draw from the government a 
salary of several thousand dollars a year for giving men 
unfair trials and then sending them to prison. 


` But, my friends, I fear this does not interest you. I think 
you have heard from me before upon this subject. I will 
not weary you longer with it now. How would you like to 
hear a little more from Mercury? He has been here again, 
or rather I have had another dream. Everybody, you 
know, has a right to dream in his own bed. You must 
understand, then, that I sleep in my own bed. I did not 
quite like the prison bed, and being permitted to have one 
of my own, my good wife had one sent me, so I have since 
done my dreaming in my own bed. I am independent to 
that extent. I insist that I have a right to dream as much 
as I please, and about Mercury or anybody else, Iam glad 
there is no law against dreaming, with fines and imprison- 
ment for penalties, for in that case I would not dare 
acknowledge I had hed a dream. There are still a few 
privileges left to men, for which let us be duly thankful. 
I hope no society will be organized and chartered for the 
suppression of dreams, Let dreaming continue to be free. 
It was on the night of the 31st of March. I had retired 
at the regular bedtime hour, 8 P. x. We have to go to bed 
at that hour whether we are sleepy or wakeful, and cannot 
rise till five in the morning, even if our sleep is out at three. 
Prison rules are a trifle arbitrary, as you might observe 
should you decile to test the matter. I had fallen asleep at 
about nine, and took a comfortable nap of three hours or 
thereabouts. I awoke, partially refreshed, and lay awake 
some time in quiet meditation. That is a good hour for 
meditation. When everything is quiet and I have hada 
good sleep, I can meditate with a very slighteffort. I will not 
detain you to detail what my meditations were; it is enough 
to say the subjects were diverse and sundry. From active 
meditation I passed insensibly into a dreamy state, though 
partially awake. When one is in that condition he can 
hardly distinguish his meditations from his dreams. At 
about the smallest hour of the night I insensibly passed into 
a state of unconsciousness. I had again fallen into a sweet 
sleep, more sweet, perhaps, than profound. The second 
sleep is the most favorable for dreaming. I can dream more 
in one hour of my second sleep than in two of my first. 


prefer calling on people who are glad to see me. 
have you been since I saw you last ?”" 


pains, with stiff joints, for a few days, but they passed 
away. I have been able to eat my regular allowance and to 
maintain an equable stato of mind. I have been pretty busy 
with my literary work, which has occupied the greater share 
of my attention." 


steadily on your forthcoming work. I often look in upon 


you when you are not sensible of it. 
already done more than you intended when you com- 


ume, so I have added to it/considerably, and there will be 


Lanlooy afta» thoinn, 
don’t believe some of them will awake again for a thou- 


.pointed in his expectation. 


For that reason I do the greater part of my dreaming in my! good reason enough why he should not pay for being in- 


second and third naps, On this particular occasion l was | 
in very good dreaming condition. As near as I can esti- 
mate, I had not been asleep over fifeen minutes when a tall, 
good-looking figure approached my bedside. I saw in a 
moment it was Mercury. I smiled one of my blandest: 
smiles upon him, and said : l 

* Why, Mercury, I am glad to see you. How do you 
do ?” 7 y: : 

**I was never better in my life," said he. ''Isee you are 
pretty well. Iam glad you are pleased to sce me, I much 
How 


** Oh, pretty well, I thank you. I had slight rheumatic 


' “ Yes,” said he, “I am well aware you are working 
I see you have 


menced. -I observe you are making two volumes of it iu 
place of one, as you proposed at the start." 

“ Yes, the subject is an extensive one, and grew so upon 
my hands that I found it would be too much for one vol- 


two good large octavo volumes. Volume I. wil treat 
chiefly upon the gods, and Volume II. the religions of the 
world.” l 

“Just 8). Ikeep pretty well-posted in the matter, and 
take not a little interest in your enterprise. You sre as 
industrious as myself. I think your work will be an inter- 
esting one and I hope the patronage of your friends and the 
public will well reward you for your labor. 1 thiok it the 
largest work that was ever written in prison, and I am sure 
nobody has ever undertaken greater subjects.” 


“I thank you, Mercury, for your compliments, as well | 


as for your good wishes. The work has been a labor of 
love to me and has aided in whiling away many a weary 
hour and day, and even weeks. The time here in prison 
has hung far less wearily on my hands than it would if I 
had had no occupation of the kind. I am glad, too, that 
the opposition that was raised against me, up in your part 
of the country, has not damaged me any.” 

‘Oh, never you fear, Bennett; that kind of opposition 
will never be a serious injury to you. I would scorn to 
give it & passing thought." 

“Tell me, please, Mercury, how all the gods are, since 
that convention, and tell me also whether you had an ad- 
journed meeting." 

* Well, the gods are extremely quiet. They soon fell 

; in i A 


sand years. No, we did not havs an adjourned meeting. 
None of the committee were in favor of it save Jahveh, 
and when he saw how the rest felt he was not half as 
anxious ,for the second meeting as he was for the first. 
His zeal has cooled down very much. I wish for my part 
ihat he had not wished to got up any meeting at all, for 
it made a large amount of work for me and I don't believe 
I will get anything for it." 

t Why, how is that? I think you told me Jahveh said 
he would make it all right if you would get all the gods 
together and put the matter through with your accustomed 
ability." 

** Well, so he did, and I expected he would at least do 
the honorable thing by me, for between you and me, I put in 
two weeks of the hardest kind of work on that job, and 
that is all the good it has done me. When I presented my 
bill to him for services rendered, he grew red in the face, 
became much agitated, and soon flew into the fiercest kind 
of a passion, and said he did not consider he owed mea 
cent. . The convention did not entertain his views nor 
second his wishes, and as the convention had done him no 
good he was not disposed to pay anything for it. I felt in- 
dignant, of course, to hear him talk in that way after what 
I had done to accommodate him and the faithful services I 
had rendered ; but I kept cool. I said I had warranted no 
success, nor was it any fault of mine that he was disap- 
All I had undertaken was to 
secure a place for the convention and. to get all the gods to 
be there, and that was enough for any ex-god to undertake, 
I said I did not wish to boast, but I did not believe there 
was another person in all the celestial regions that could 
accomplish the undertaking se thoroughly and get so many 
gods together in one place as I nad done. I added that my 
charges were reasonable and I hoped he would not think 
of doing less than he had promised. Upon that he hemmed 
and hawed, hardly knowing what to say. But he 
remarked that he presumed it would be & good deal of a 
disappointment to me not to get my money, but he was sure 
my disappointment could be no greater than his had been. 
He had expected big things from that convention, but had 
realized nothing at all He was sure his disappointment 
was greater than mine. I saw his drift, and I remembered 
he was a Jew god, and that he undoubtedly was trying to 
drive a sharp bargain with me. Itold him I was very sure 
my charges were reasonable, and if he thought they were 
not I was willing to submit the matter to arbitration. He 
might pick a god and I would select one, and the two 
might select a third, and whatever they would decide upon 
we would stand by,” 

** Well," said I, ‘‘ you were very fair with him. 
not think he could object to that proposition.” 

“But he did nevertheless. He said he would stand by 
the arbitration if it was what he thought right; but he did 
not want to be gouged out of what was his own. He had 
been shabbily treated by all the other gods, and that was 4 


I should 


sulted and opposed. He only made a reasonable request of 
the convention, but among all the gods that were present 
there was but one that seconded his views, and that was & 
nigger god from Africa, and he would much rather he had 
kept still. ‘No, Mr. Mercury,’ said he, ‘I don't think I 
ought to pay you & single red cent. Nor do I think you 
ought to demand it.’ .I was almost confounded at his in- 
justice, and was meditating as to what course to pursue, 
when just at that juncture his brother Satan, Lucifer, or 
Splitfuot, as he is sometimes called, came in. He extended 
his hand to me in a most genial manner, saying : 

. *** My dear Mercury, how do you do? I hope you are 
well You look troubled. "What is the matter ?" 

** Oh,’ said I, ‘your brother and I have had a little trans- 
action of a business nature, and we cannot think alike 
sbout it.’ 2 

*' Why, what is it? said Lucifer; ‘let me know all 
about it. It ia a pity if you and my big brother here can't 
settle a little business matter without trouble.’ l 

“ I then explained to him how I had gotten up the con 
vention, and how I had traveled twice all over god-dom to 
stir up the gods and get them out; and then, because they 
did not fall in with his vindictive spirit, and help him to 
crush that TRUTH SEEKER man, he was now unwilling to 
pay me for all I had done, Upon that he turned to hia 
brother and spoke in this wise : 

“<O Jah, I am ashamed of you. If you engaged our 
friend here to perform certain services for you, and you 
sgreed to remunerate him for it, pay him off like a man. 
Don't try to sneak out of it now because you did not ac- 
complish your dishonorable purposes. Come, for the 
family’s sake, do the fair thing. I don’t want to feel that 
you have disgraced me in this matter, I would rather pay 
Mercury myself than to have you wrong him, as you seem 
determined to.’ 

* At that Jahveh bristled up and said : 

“$ Luce, I cannot see how this becomes any business of 
yours. You might rs well attend to your own affairs. You 
have always bcen interfering with my business, and I now 
give you to understand that I wish you would let my business 
alone.’ 

“ Then turning to me he said i! I would come back in ten 
days he would talk with me further and tell me when I 
could call again. My bill was receipted, so I did not leave 
it with him, feariug he might take some advantage of it. 
As I was about leaving, Lucifer told his brother that there 
was no occasion for him to fly into a passion about a little 
trifla. That was an old game of his, but he had never made 
much by it, and probably he would not in this case, Lu- 
cifer joincd me after I retired, and laughed heartily at the 
peculiarities of his big brother, as he called Jahveh. Bid 
he: 


Wares 4 4 My ekle tna almaya 

bluster, but they avail very little. He has often made him- 
selt very ridiculous by it. That was a foolish enterprisé of 
his, getting all the old gods together, He m'ght have known, 
even had thcy the disposition, that they could do no more 
to injure my friend of Tau TRUTH SEEKER than he could 
do himself. Jah is great for getting up tempests in a tea- 
pot, but they all pass over without harming anybody. I 
often am much amused with him. He has been a study to 
me for some thousands of years. But you stick to him for 
your just dues. I think you will get your pay after a 
while, but if he does not settle up with you fairly I will, and 
take my chances for getting it out of him. I guess I can 
worry it out of him. You shall not be cheated out of it, 
Good day, Mercury,’ 

** Well, indeed, Mercury,” I remarked, “you are having 
quite a time in getting your money for the hard work you 
performed, Did you call on Jahveh again at the expiration 
of the ten days ?” l 

“ Yes, I called, and that was all the good it did. He 
used to say that no one should call upon him in vain, but 
that is all gammon. I have proved to my satisfaction that 
itis not true, When I called, he said he had been annoyed 
a good deal about matters and things on the earth that did 
not go to suit bim, and he had not given my matter much 
thought, and he wished if it was not too much trouble to 
me that I would call again in ten days more. I observed to 
him that this was a small matter; that I had served him 
faithfully, and had made the price very reasonable, and 
now I could not see any propriety in his keeping me run- 
ning for my pay. ‘Well,’ said he, ‘the services you per- 
formed did me mo good whatever, and I don't think I 
ought to pay you, but I'll tell you what I'll do. Times 
are hard now; if you'll diecount your bill fifty per cent and 
receipt it in full, I will pay you now aad have it over with." 
‘No,’ said I, ‘that is not my style of doing business. I will 
have the whole face of the bill or not a ceut. If you won't 
pay it like a man I will sell the account to your brother and 
let bim collect it? ‘Ob,’ said he, ‘don’t do that; he will 
bother the life out of me. I am pretty busy this morning. 
Let it lie for ten days more, and I will see about it then. 
Good morning.’ So Ileft him, utterly disgusted. I thought 
to myself, old Jah, when you want me to do another job 
for you, you will pay in advance or no servicea will be ren- 
dered.” 

' Ha! ha! ha !" laughed I, “the owner of ‘a thousand 
hills’ is slow pay indeed ! But you have a good security. 
If Jahveh don'; pay you Lucifer will. I guess you are all 
right. But look here, I want to ask you a question or two 
just for information. How rapidly do you travel whea on 
your journeys?” d 

“I go as quick es thought. You see Iam nothing but 
thought—pure human imagination. It is the same with all 
of us gods; we are simply the imaginations of men. If all 
the gods in the whole of god-dom were simmered and 
boiled down into one they would not make five-eighths of 
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Communications. 


Chancellor Haven’s Questions about Taxing 
Charch Property. 


To THE Eprror or Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: About 
a month ago I addressed the following letter to the Rev. 
L. W. Stratton, A. M., editor of the American Wesleyan, for 
publication. It is self-explaining, and hag not been pub- 
li shed or returned as requested : 


To THE EDITOR oF THE AMEBICAN WESLEYAN, Dear Sir: 
Having seen a lengthy editorial ‘article in your paper refer. 
ring to the taxation of church property, by Chancellor 
Haven, in which he asks some questions, I respectfully ven- 
ture to reply." The questions are as follows : 

1.. Who has petitioned for it ? 

2. What class of people favors it ? 

8. Would the people hav any less taxes to pay ? 

4. Does a single man, woman, or child who has contrib- 
uted to keep them in repair obtain one cent of pecuniary 
profit from them ? 

5. If a few persons join hands and buy a park and giv it 
to the public, and keep it in good condition, will the state 
tax the donors and their successors forever for their benev- 
olence ? 

7. Is he not protected in so doing ? 

8. Monuments hav been erected in our cemeterles to com- 
memorate the dead. Are they not protected ? 

9. Why draw a line anywhere ? 

10. Do the counties want it ? Not a board of supervisors, 
so far as I know, has as yet asked for the privilege. The 
townships? What township? What village? 

In reply to the first and second questions I will tell him that 
they are the people who realize that equal justice for all 
and partiality to none is a very equitable rule of conduct. 
Those that can distinguish essential and tangible difference 
between public-spiritedness and public plundering and sys- 
tematic robbery, whether authorized by discriminating laws 
or otherwise. Those that are opposed to burdening the 
widows, orphans, the infirm and the destitute, the decrerit, 
suffering for the necessaries of life, to- make amends for 
favors and privileges enjoyed by wealthy church societies 
and opulent ecclesiastical institutions. They think hell can 
be avoided in the future without resorting to those extortion- 
ary methods of raising hellin the present. Men who con- 
sider practical utility of as much importance as theological 
theories or arbitrary and superstitious speculations. People 
who do not think they hav Tost much by not living when 
John Wesley was denouncing the efforts of the Americans 
to make themselves independent of British tyranny. Or 


when Calvin instigated the burning of Servetus, and Luther 
and Melancthon wrote approving letters of the cold-blood- 


ed, murderous outrage. People that do not feel misplaced 
and misdated because they did not liv when Christian 
governments recognized the Inquisition to be a divine and 
sacred institution ; or when the English Protestants pun- 
ished Catholics with death for saying mass, and went in for 
a wholesale persecution of the Nonconformists ; or when 
Protestants drove the Puritans out of old Engiand, and the 
Puritans drove the peaceful Quakers out of New England. 
They are the people that do not advocate the improvement 
of this world as a method of laying up treasures in another. 
They are not so godly that they plunder the godless to pay 
for their godliness. They were born right the first time, 
and hav not got to submit themselves to the humiliation of 
a repetition to distinguish between right and wrong. They 
do not make morality secondary to some form of belief ; 
they do not discourage and belittle morality by making out 
it will not save anyone and some sort of belief will Their 
morality has a self-contained stability, and can stand alone 
without divine bribes or devilish threats. 

8. The state requires a certain sum to protect the property 
within its borders. It is axiomatic that the rate will 
increase just in proportion that the assessment is decreased 
by exemptions. Otherwise, if exemption makes no differ- 
énce, wby not exempt everything ? 

4. There may not be any pecuniary revenue where the 
pews are not rented out and no gambling enterprises are 
carried on, and still be other benefits and comforts that are 
areal enjoyment and profit. A dwelling-house yields no 
pecuniary revenue to ils owner occupant. Still there are 
other benefits that make its possession desirable and just as 
necessary 88 a church. Do not churches and dwellings 
actually save a pecuniary Outlay that would be expended if 
they were not already possessed ? If churches and dwellings 
return no benefit, pecuniary or otherwise, why are they 
built ? Should they not be taxed to prevent a useless waste 
if they do not ? If they do, why should they be favored at 
the expense of other property ? < 

b. If it is actually given and officially taken by the proper 
public authorities there would be no use of taxation, for it 
would be putting the authorities to an expense payable by 
the whole public, who already own it and control it through 
their official representatives, the same as they do the high- 
ways, canals, public buildings, etc. But if it is held by the 
trustees of a voluntary corporation that controls and man- 
ages it entirely independent of the rest of the public officially 
represented, or by à congregational clique or a denemina- 
tional ring inside of a congregational ring who can prevent 
its general use by the general public or their authorized 
officials at their own discretion, then it should be taxed the 
same asa bank, hotel, railroad, or any semi-public institu- 
tion controlled by individuals or voluntary associations. 

6, The right he has now. Chancellor Haven or anybody 
else that is possessed of ordinary information knows that no 
one has to get a license or pay a tax for exercising the pre- 
rogative of benevolence. If & parent has property it is 
taxed. If he js benevolent enough to giv it to his children 
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the property is still taxed while they or their successors hav | qu 


jt—the mere act of benevolence is not, And if he is benev- 
olent enough to giv his property to encourage the building 
of a railroad; grist mill, cheese factory, theater, hotel, or 
other semi-public institution—except & cburch—that is di- 
rected by individuals or corporations otber than the author- 
ized officials of the whole public, the property is justly and 
rightfully taxed ; or, a8 Chancellor Haven is pleased to 
misrepreeent it, compelled to pay an annual fine and penalty 
for their benevolence. 

7. Of course he is. He ought to be. Would you stop it 
or restrict benevolence to giving to churches ? 

8. Is the church a mental and intellectual sepulcher for 
the living the same as a graveyard is for the dead ? If not, 
where i8 the force of the comparison and the parallel in the 
case ? The argument that an institution adopting the laws, 
records, and annals, or whole literature of a savage and 
barbarous nation like the ancient Hebrews as the criterion 
of the enlightened present, and infallible guide of the pro- 
gressive future, is dead to all advancement, and therefore 
an intellectual sepulcher and mental burial place, is the 
most truthful, consistent, and logical reason yet given for 
exemption. I did not expect that plea or a parallel to that 
effect. I confess that I am opposed to compulsory means 
for controlling destinies beyond the mental or material 


grave. Bill, if the comparison is à parallel of fact, I doubt! 
-| the wisdom of pensioning them in a pecuniary and physical 


way by tax exemptions, for it is claimed and admitted that 
they are physically and pecuniarily alive. They should 
be aided or subsidized morally and intellectually, for it is 
the ethical death that beseeches solemnity. 

9. Because some instit::tions are public ones in reality and 
fact, like the highways and public schools, while others are 
not, although they may hav public features, like a circus, 
church, hotel, or theater. 

10. Boards of supervisors are, as a rule, too busy spending 
tbe people's money to take any great interest in matters that 
devolve upon other branches of the government. Does the 
Legislature generally wait for the boards of supervisors to 
tell them what to do ? Would our memories hav to run 
backwards more than 8 second to find a time when there 
were numerous evils a board of supervisors never asked to 
hav righted ? The townships and villages are those that 
want law to be a medium for the equal diffusion of justice, 
instead of a mere guise and tubterfuge by virtue of which 
one class of persons and corporations can rob and plunder 
their luckless victims to gorge their own selfishness. 

The Chancellor’s statements hav a similar import to his 
questions, and the reply to them is sufficient for the state- 
ments. They are based on the following principles and 
premises : , 

1. A voluntary church association 7s the public. 

9. Anv other voluntary acanviatinn ia nat the pnhlio 

8. Because the church is a good thing is a reason it should 
not be taxed. 

4 Because anything else is a good thing is a reason it 
should be taxed. 

5. What the church pays government for its protection is 
a penalty and fine, 

6. What anything else pays government for its protection 
is simply a tax. l 

7, Because the church directly or indirectly benefits the 
community is & reason it should not be taxed. . 

8. Because anything else directly or indirectly benefits the 
community is a reason it should be taxed. 1 

9. The church is no pecuniary benefit to anybody, there- 
fore it is a great pecuniary benefit to everybody. 

10. The church only benefits the government, but the 
government is extravagant snd a nuisance to everybody. 
11. Because the church improves the looks and appear- 
ance of a place is a reason it should not be taxed. 

12. Because anything else improves the looks and appear- 
ance of a place is a reason it should be taxed. 

18. “In public and semi-public things we are behind the 
world,” therefore the public should be taxed to put America 
on à par with Europe, and, if possible, make it as desirable 
a place for the industrial and producing classes to get away 
from as Europe is already. 

14. Amen. So be it forevermore. Glory hallelujah. 
Great stress is put on the fact that ‘' some of our states 
actually offer a bounty for setting out trees by the roadside.” 
He concludes, "tax every tree and you may succeed in 
getting the most of them cut down and no more set out.” 
If the churches are as public as tne streets, the comparison 
is effective, Col. Ingersoll can drive, walk, talk, or express 
his opinions without avy restraint by any, church organiza- 
tion on the public streets. Can he and half of the commu- 
nity do so in the churches? "Thomas Paine was a hero and 
made great personal and pecuniary efforts to secure Ameri- 
can independence; so much so that Congress saw fit to 
reward him with $3,000, the Legislature of Pennsylvania 
with £500, and the state of New York gave him a house 
and a farm of three hundred acrea at New Rochelle. John 
Wesley, the founder of Methodism and namesake of the 
Wesleyan church, was a malevolent foe of American free- 
dom. He preached sermons advocating the British oppres- 
sions and published an abridgement of Dr. Johnson's pam- 
phlet—who said, ‘‘The Americans are a race of convicts 
and ought to be thankful for anything we allow them short 
of hanging "—at the low price of one penny to giv it a wider 
circulation and more influence. Are the churches free for 
those that wish to honor the apostle of freedom or only for 
those that honor the apostle of tyranny? The streets are 
alike free to both. The student of science and the slave of 
superstition hav equal rights there. 

Being sincerely desirous to do what is right, fair, and 
equitable in regard to the taxation of church property, and 
trusting that you and the readers of your paper are equally 
as much so, I respectfully make the proposition that you 
open the columns of your paper for a discussion of the 


estion, 80 that we can get all sides of the case fairly and 
truthfully presented and acknowledge our mistakes when 
they are demonstrated; and, furthermore, I cheerfully and 
respectfully challenge Chancellor Haven, the editor of the 
Wesleyan, or any one they may wish to substitute, to debate 
the question, providing you accept the proposition, by each 
writing an article of equal length each alternate week in 
support of their view of the matter. If you accept the chal- 
lenge and proposition, please inform me immediately, if 
not, please be so kind as to return this letter. If you publish 
any part, please publish the whole letter, for I will not be 
responsible for any extracts away from their connections; 
it will only be fair, for your readers hav had the Chancel- 
lors side in full If you do not publish any part of it, I 
shall be pleased to receive any views you may hav upon the 
subject by letter, for I wish to rightly understand the sub- 
ject. Yours with respect, etc., B. F. Bassirt, 
Rushford, N. Y., Feb. 25, 1880. Sec. Hume L. L. 


Creation Briefly Considered. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir’ Any cause 
having its foundation in truth cannot be injured by free 
and fair discussion. "Let us reason together,” with full 
confidence that nothing really worth preserving will be 
lost. 

The remarkable hold that the Bible account of creation 
has. had upon the minds of men for upwards of three thou- 
sand years entitles it to respectful consideration. Yet 
when plenary inspiration is claimed for any writing, the 
unbiased thinker ought not to hesitate to apply the severest 
teats, in order to determine its historical or scientific accu- 
racy. If the claim is well founded of course no defects can 
be pointed out. 

The old receipe for cooking a hare began, *' First catch 
the hare.” First take the Bible from the shelf, wipe off the 
dust, open to Genesis i, and read: “In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was with- 
out form, aad void; and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep. And the spirit of God moved upon the face of the 
waters.” l 

In the beginning of what? As the sun, moon, and stars 
had not then been created, it must hav been the very 
begianing of the universe, and the first act was the creation 
of this tiny earth and its heaven or sky. The starry heavens 
were not meant by the word heaven, for, according to the 
account, they did not then exist. Making the earth before 
the sun was like first making a chimney and then building 
the house. 

Science has demonstrated, or made it reasonably certain, 
that worlds succeed worlds in the. boundless expanse of 
space, condensing, evolving from nebulous matter, pro- 
gressing, culminating, then declining, dying; the material of 
which they were farmed chonging into now oov binetiona 
The whole process may be likened to the growth and decay 
of the trees in the forest. Younger worlds take the place 
of the old, as younger trees replace the dead giants of the 
forest. Systems of suns and planets succeed other systems, 
and throughout all the changes, occupying countless mill- 
ions of ages, not a particle of matter is destroyed. 

Go out from the earth in any direction until you reach an 
imaginary boundary of space, and ask yourself what lies 
beyond this boundary. Reason and analogy answer, Space 
with its vital matter, like the known paths already traversed. 
Take a voyage back in time, go through the hundreds of 
millions of years while sedimentary rocks were forming ; 
note the slowly passing ages during which the earth was 
condensing from nebulous matter ; consider the millions of 
ages the nebulous mass of the solar system was condensing 
before the earth was left behind as a nebulous ring by the 
cooling central mass; go back through billions of such 
formations of world clusters, fix in your mind the moment 
of beginning, and ask yourself what there was before. The 
irresistible conclusion is reached that the universe has no 
limit ; that time, space, and matter with its potencies, had 
no beginning. There has been no creation, but a continual 
change. The creative energy of to-day is-the same as it 
was a billion years ago. Nothing has been added to the 
extent, the matter, or the forces of the universe, 

The earth never was '' without form, and void." When it 
became separated from the condensing solar ma38 it was 
no more without form than are the rings of Saturn. We 
hav in the Saturnian system, on a smaller scale, the then 
Condition of the solar system. Neither was the earth then 
void, for in every atom it felt the quickening power of all 
the forces of nature—a universal life as indestructible, as 
uncreatable as matter, because it is a property of matter. 
All the forms of life that hav since then developed upon its 
surface were at that time existing in its atoms and in other 
forms of force. 

Darkness was not ‘‘ upon the face of the deep," for long 
before the earth had cooled sufficiently for seas to form 
from the condensed aqueous vapor the glowing mass of the 
sun was flooding the world with light. The sun acd the 
stars gave forth their light and life long before the “‘ spirit of 
God," or the wind, ‘‘ moved upon the face of the waters.” 

t And God said, Let there be light, and there was light. 
And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided 
the light from the darkness. And God called the light day, 
and the darkness he called night. And the evening and the 
morning were the first day.” 

Primary matter, while hot and condensing into a habit- 
able globe, givs forth light, and light must be considered a 
property of matter, and not capable of being separately 
created. We are left in ignorance of the source of this 
light that marked the division of day and night three or 
four days before the sun was created. 

“And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of 
the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. 
And God made the firmament, and divided the waters 
which were under the firmament from the waters which 


spose 
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were above the firmament ; and it was so. 
ing and the morning were the second day." 

We hav here to deal with the ancient idea of a system of 
solid crystal spheres, a little way up in the sky, in which 
sun, moon, and stars are set, and by which they are carried 
along. These spheres not only supported and moved the 
sun, moon, planets, and fixed stars, but served also to hold 
up the waters until providence should see fit to “open the 
windows of the heaven," and let the rain ‘‘ fall alike upon 
the just and the unjust." And this firmament or crystal 
expanse was the heaven, and needed not to be very strong, 
for the stars were small and light and the angels up there 
were light and shadowy also. 
imaginary beings enthroned upon or above that imaginary 
sphere controlled the destinies of nations, sent at will therain 
or the famine and pestilence,‘and were swayed one way and 
another by the prayers of their earthly favorites. The 
firmament was & sort of appendix to the earth, so near the 
ground that men tried to build a tower to reach it, and the 
Lord came down to see the tower, and he put a stop to the 
work because he feared that nothing would be '' restrained 
from them, which they had imagined to do." It was very 
fortunate for theology that the Lord found out what was 
going on before it was too late, for with the chasm between 
earth and heaven bridged, there would hav been no need of 
paying mediators. ; 

Omitting the ninth and tenth verses of this interesting 

- chapter about gathering together seas, we proceed to quote: 
* And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb 
yielding seed, and the fruit-tiee yielding fruit after his kind, 
whose seed is in itself npon the earth, and it was so. And 
the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after 
his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in it- 
self, after his kind, and God saw that it was good. And 
the evening and the morning were the third day." f 

About the third day’s work it may be said, first, that it 
does not correspond with the order of creation, for, accord- 
ing to this, vegetables preceded animals by two days. Now, 
the oldest fossil yet found i8 the eozoan canadense, and it 
is animal. If in spite of the fact that the Hebrew word 
yom means day; and is go interpreted in the seventh day, or 
Babbath, we are to presume that it means about one-sixth of 
the time that has elapsed since ‘‘the beginning” of the 
earth, the criticism stillholds good. In that case Genesis 
would place the highest as well a8 the lowest plants 
100,000,000 years—be the same more or less—before the 
creation of any animals. Second, geology proves that ani- 
mals and plants hav developed through many millions of 
years side by side from the lowest forms, the highest types 
of each only being reached in the latest or present geologi- 
cal period. Genesis creates fruit-trees and all the lower 
types of vegetation at the same time, giving to one day the 
work that geology spreads out through nearly or quite all 
sodimeontesy-zook,.o poriad of prahahly at least&300.000; 
years. And this argument applies with at least equal force to 
the creation of animals. "Third, the sun was not made until 
the fourth day. Making plants before the sun was Created 
is certainly peculiar, and the peculiarity is still more strik- 
ing if we suppose plants grew and developed from algz to 
fruit-trees through a period of many millions of years with- 
out sunlight. 

* And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of 
the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them 
be for signs, and for seasons, and ‘for days, and for years. 
And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to 
giv light upon the earth, and it was so.. And God made 
two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the 
lesser light to rule the night; he made the stars also. And 
God set them in the firmament of the heayen to giv light 
upon the earth, and to rule over the day and over the night, 

' and to divide the light from the darkness; and God saw 
that it was good. And the evening and the morning were 
the fourth day." . 

Here we hav strong expressions favorable to the idea that 
the author of this chapter believed the sun, moon, and stars 
were small bright bodies set in solid spheres for the princi- 
pal purpose of giving light on the earth and serving the 
convenience of pigmy man. Nowhere is there a hint of the 
vastly higher-purpose of supporting their own inhabitants; 
nowhere a realization of the comparative insigniflcance of 
this earth and its inhabitants. So far from this, the phrase, 
** He made the stars also,” seems to be thrown in almost as 
an afterthought—a matter of small account. More impor- 
tant in the economy of the universe than all that come within 
the range of our unaided vision are the nebule, and they are 
entirely overlooked by the author of Genesis. Contrast this 
with the proud expression, *' And God created great 
whales," The author evidently looked upon whales as 
much more important than stars. 

An inspired author never could hav called attention to 
the stars being useful as ''signs" and overlooked their 
infinite numbers, magnitude, and cosmical importance. 
An inspired writer never could hav claimed that the stars 
were created after the earth was made and even clothed 
with vegetation. 

Again, four days, or, according to the apologists, four 
periods, two-thirds of the time from the beginning to man, 
hav passed away, one-half since fruit trees were made, and 
gtill not even the lowest animal has made its appearance. 
The eozoon of the Laurentian rock has not yet come. The 
long chain of progressive organisms, from the amoeba to 
man, has yet to be developed, and only two days remain. 
How absurd to say that this story agrees with science ! 

On the fifth day came the ‘‘ great whales," and the fish, 
and the “fowls of the air." And in defiance of the records 
of the rocks, as plainly read by the paleontologist, the 
“cattle, beasts, and everything that creepeth upon the earth," 
were not created until the sixth period, They were created 
in a lump at that, instead of being developed through many 
millions of years, and a gradation of forms lineally- con- 


For thousands of years the’ 


Is nature's creat hive tivit 


'female. 


And the even- | nected, as the rock-leaves of the great earth-book demon- 


strate. 

"And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness; and let them hav dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creep. 
eth upon the earth. s So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God created he him; male and female 
created he them,” 

_ He then blessed them, pronounced everything very good, 
and it was the sixth day. By the way, it was not long 
before he thought it very bad, and repented that he had 
made man. 

The question whether or not man is in the image of an 
all pervading natural power or force, correlated to all other 
forces, we do not care to discuss, That he, like the horse, 
has developed through a process of natural selection, from 
the lower forms of animal -life, is conceded by a large 
majority of those scientific men who by reason of the most 
thorough investigation hav best fitted themselves to judge. 
Instecd of being created he has developed. Instead of 


being placed in the Garden of Eden less than six thousand 
years ago, it is in evidence that he lived on the earth as the 
contemporary of a number of extinct species of animals. 


The geological evidence is already of such a character as to 
make it reasonably certain that he has inhabited the earth 
for hundreds of thousands of years. 

Historical and archeological evidence goes to discredit 
scriptural chronology. All evidence shows that the first 
men were low in the scale instedd of being ‘‘ very good” 
and perfect. The newly discovered facts enable us to 


believe in the rise instead of the fall of man; in his salva- 
tion through the laws of nature instead of through faith. 


It will be noticed that God refers to himself in the plural 
number—‘ our image," ‘'our likeness,” The explanation is 


that tbroughout this chapter, and in the first three verses of 


the second chapter, the plural Hebrew word Elohim is trans- 


lated into the singular, God. Were the authors of the book 


of Genesis polytheists ? 

** And the seventh day God ended his work which he had 
made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work 
which he had made. And Ged blessed the seventh day and 
sanctified it, because that in it he had rested from all his 
work which God created and made," 

Thus far the Deity is called Elohim, translated God, and 
with this verse the Elohistic account of creation ends. The 
next verse begins the second or Yahvistic account of crea- 
tion, and here we hav Yahveh Elohim, translated Lord 
God. It would seem that if the same author wrote both 
stories he must hav received his inspiration from at least 
two different sources. 

Yes, indeed, that little glass heaven is *' finished," but are 
the real heavens and earth finished ? Is the work ended ? 


as ever. The ''clash of atoms and the rush of worden 
still continues. All the ‘‘creation” that ever was is still 
going on. No rest, even on the seventh day. A liberal 
reward offered for any plant or animal in a state of nature 
resting every seventh day would never be called for. Night 
is the only time for the natural repose of livirg organisms. 
The forces of the universe never tire, never need to rest 
from their work. 

In the second account of the creation, beginning with the 
fourth verse of the second chapter of Genesis, the work is 
not divided into days, nor is the total time taken for the job 
given. According to the first myth—for we must in truth 
call it that—man was made last of all, and made male and 
According to the second myth, man was made be- 
fore and woman not until after the creation of the lower 
animals. Does such an error or contradiction look like 
plenary inspiration ? 

Adam named “every living creature." He must hav been 
a good linguist, a fast worker with the microscope, and he 
must hav “lived long in the land." What a pity that 
Providence has not preserved his list of names! It would 
hav saved several generations of naturalists a world of 
trouble. 

Adam was in many respects a very wonderful man. One 
little half-pound rib out of his precious carcass was amply 
sufficient to make a perfect woman, Without any special 
exercise of creative power. How is it possible for educated 
woman, in this age of scientific awakening, to believe this 
absurd and ignoble story of her origin ? How is it possible 
for her to think for a moment that such a fable is the very 
word of that divine power which determines the channels 
of development of countless systems of habitable worlds ? 

There is, there can be, no known exception to the rule 
that **the universe is governed by law." Man, in his origin, 
or social relations, is but an atom in the universe, moved 
and controlled by the inexorable laws of that living matter 
of which he is but an insignificant part. Let us cease to teach 
our children decaying superstitions. Let us lead them to 
nature’s truthful fountain, that their lives may be passed 
without hypocrisy, and the future of our race be made 
bright with hope. Gro. W. MOREHOUSE, 
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** Predespernation.” 


An old-time Baptist preacher of this eity who has retired 
from active gospel work, but who still keeps a firm eye on 
the faith, has just bad a little experience with a colored man 
that causes him tothink very seriously. Meeting the colored 
man the preacher said: 

** Dave, if you don't bring that saddle home I'll hav you 
put in jail." 

“ What saddle yer ferren ter?" 

** The one you stole from me." 

“ Parson, 'fore de Lord, I nebber stole yer saddle." 

* Yes you did. Isaw you when you took it off of the 
fence. 1 believe I'll hav you arrested, anyway.” 


“ Look heah, parson, you'es a old Babtist, isn't yer?’ 

“Yes, and I1] hav you sent to the penitentiary.” 

“Well, s> is I, an’ now ketch de pints ez I gin’em ter yer. 
Dar is jes’ so many saddles in dis worl’ what is ter be stole, 
an’ dar’s jes so many men what is ter steal dese saddles. 
Dis is predespernation. Now, ef yer saddle happens ter be 
one ob de predisposed saddles an’ I happens ter be one ob 
de predisposed men, kin I hep it? Dar wus Judus, fur 
instance. He couldn't help ’trayin’ de savior, kase de savior 
said: ‘Judas, sop in dis dish an’ goan’tray me. Hit wasn’t 
Judas's fault, kase he was one ob de predisposed, so 'tended 
from de foundation ob de worl’.” 

“T don’t want- a religious discussion, Dave. It isn't the 
saddle now that I care so much about; it isthat you told me 
a lie in saying that you didn’t steal it,” l 

** Well, den, parson, 'spose I takes back de lie an’ keeps de 
saddle.” 

“ A lie once told always stands. You hav lied to me, you 
scoundrel, and I believe it is my duty to hav you arrested.” 

** Parson, dar’s a certain amount ob lies ter be tole in dis 
worl’, an’ ef I is one ob de men what is predisposed ter tell 
one ob dese lies, hit’s not my fault, an’ I can’t help hit.” 

“ You go on now and get that saddle, or I’) swear out a 
warrant for your arrest." 

“TIl do de bes’ f kin, parson, but dar's jes a certain 
'mount of stole saddles ter be returned in dis worl’. Ef I'se 
one of de predisposed men, an’ I b'lieves I is, you'll fine 
yer saddle hangin’ on de ya’d fence ‘bout sundown dig 
ebening’.” 

— e 
Liberal Elections in Farley, Iowa. 


To THE EDITOR or TRE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir’ On the 
first Monday of this month we held our municipal election. 
Among the officers to be elected were two councilmen, and 
two well-known Freethinkers were put upon the ticket. 
Some of the leaders of orthodoxy got wonderfully excited 
and Called another caucus and brought out new candidates. 
One prominent lawyer, who is also a church member, said 
that if the town was going to be run by Ingersollism he 
would leave it. He approached one of the ''Ingersoll' 
candidates and said to him, ‘You are a good, square man, 
truthful, honest, and I would take your word as quick as I 
would that of any man in town ; but you are a G—d d—n 
Ingersollite and ought to be burned. Icould chain you to 
a stake, pile the fagots around you, pour on coal oil, set it 
on fire, and then stand by and see you burn with pleasure. 
G—d d—n you, if Ingersoll is going to run this town 
through you, I will leave it. You shall not be elected if I 
can help it.” 

He said much more to the same effect. The ‘‘ Ingersoll- 
ite” told him that he (the lawyer) had the same fault that 
many other Christians had, to wit, ‘‘That he swore too 
much when he got drunk,” : 


the force they could ; but when the ballots were counted 
the “‘ Ingersollites " were found to be ahead, and were there- 
fore declared elected. There are quite a number of “sore 
heads" about town, but they can do no better than hold 
their peace. Orthodoxy feels badly whipped, and the “ In- 
gersollites” are jubilant. ''Let joy be unconfined !" 

In our school election, held on the second Monday of this 
month, we put two Freethinkers on the ticket for trustees, 
We had a well attended caucus, and nominated a ticket 
which seemed to meet with universal approval. About nine 
o'clock on the morning of election day the Catholics, who 
are quite numerous here, brought a new ticket into the fleld, 
which, if elected, would giv them control of our public 
School. After participating with us in our public caucus, 
they had held a private one, and hoped by taking us una- 
wares to elect their men. The news of the dirty, cowardly 
act flew like fire all over the district. Runners were sent in 
every direction. Every man was got to the polls that could 
be found. The contest was hot until the last available man 
was in. We got our last vote in just five minutes before 
closing. When the ballots were counted it was found we 
were Seventeen ahead. "The Catholic element went away 
somewhat crestfallen ; they felt as though they had sprung 
a trap and caught themselves. What made the affair look 
80 cursedly mean was that their representative man was 
Chosen secretary of the public caucus, and was also ap- 
pointed chairman of a committee to present names for nom- 
ination, and was one of the leading spirits in the public 
move. He then '* went back” on the action of the caucus 
and tried hard to defeat the ticket he had helped to make. 
He sold himself out, and will probably get three annual 
instalments of defeat in return. I hav heard that the Oath- 
olics hav played similar tricks in other parts of the state, 
and in some cases were successful. They are after the free 
schools with & sharp stick, and will destroy them if they 
can, 

Now comes the more pleasant part of this communica- 
tion. I herewith send you the names of two new subscrib- 
ers with cash for the same, also money to pay for my sub- 
scription for another year, and one copy of Bro. Bennett’s 
last book, ‘‘Ancient Gods and Ancient Religions.” I hav 
mailed my last six TRUTH SEEKERS to one person, hoping 
to cause him to subscribe for it. I shall mail my next six 
to some one else for the same purpose. We must work for 
the wide circulation of Liberal papers I hav been the 
recipient of several numbers of the Seymour Timss, Boston 
Investigator, Mind and Matter, Word, , Western Liberal, and 
other papers, for which I thank the senders, I shall put 
them all where I hope they may do some good. I shall look 
for subscribers to Tas TRUTH SEEKER in all my travels 
about the country. I want to see its list reach 100,000.: To 
that end let us all work. Yours ever, H. GILMORM, 

Farley, Iowa, March 21, 1880. 


—— tà eed 
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a pennyweight of real matter or substance. You see there 
is nothing of us and nothing prevents us, 80 we can go just 
as fast as we please. But, true, I have had the name of 
being very fleet, and when one gets his name up, you know, 
his fortune is made. Ican'treally go any faster than some of 
the other gods, though I get the credit of it. The fact is, 
Bennett, we don't go at all, nor do we exist at all. We have 
not the substance of an ordinary shadow." 

** Well, I must say, Mercury, I have had about that opin- 
* jon for a good while, and am prepared to accept the truth 
of what you ssy. Gods area production of the human brain 
and never have existed anywhere else. But tell me, don't 
youin your travels sometimes meet Jesus, the reputed son 
of Jahveh ? As you are darting around in all parts of the 
celestial regions I presume you sometimes fall into company 
with him." . ; 
“ Yes, yes, I have met him several times, and he is a very 
pleasant, genial sort of person. Sometimes we have had 
long chats together. Ifiad him very agreeable. I met him 
once soon after the convention and he spoke to me about it 
and he also made some remarka about you ?” 
"Indeed! you surprise me! I will be very glad to hear 
what he had to say of the Convention and of myself.” 

_ ' Well, he thought that convention was an ill-advised, 
needless, useless affair. He said it was difficult for him to 
‘understand what Jahveh expected to accomp.ish by getting 
allthe old myths together, just to show his own spleen, 
with the expectation that he would get them to co-operate 
with him to do some Violence to that TRUTH SEEKER man. 

«It is time,’ said Jesus, ‘that he learned better. He 
used to frighten his little handful of chosen people among 
the hills of Judea when he talked about his thunder and his 
wrath, but he ought not to «xpect people to be longer 
frightened in that way. Had he asked my advice about the 
convention to get the gods together for the purpose of pre- 
venting the writing of à book about themselves and their 
religions, I should have given my advice against it. I have 
had my eye on that Trura SEEKEBR nian for some time, and 
I think he has been badly treated. The people who falsely 
call themselves my followers avd lovers of me have acted 
very shabbily toward him. Their treatment, which they 
have even claimed to have performed to please me and those 
in my serico, has been unworthy of honorable and merciful 
men. I verily think he is a better mau to-day than those 
who have so persistently persecuted him. If he wants to 
write a book, or half a dozen of them, he has a perfect right 
to do so; and I was sorry that Jahveh, who has so often been 
called my father, should take the steps he did in opposition 
to a proper and legitimate enterprise. I am in favor of 
equal rights for all men and women, and I utterly detest 
every movement that is instituted to deprive them of it,’” 

‘Good for Jesus,” said I. “His talk has the right sort 
of ring. He is the man for my money, and I shall have to 
raise my opinion of him. What else vid he have to say?” 


**Ob, he said a great deal more than I can take the time 
to repeat to you now; but let me assure you that heisa 


person of very good common sense, with a small proportion 
of nonsense about him. As you are anxious to bear what 
his remarks were I. will give you some of them with pleas- 
ure, and nearly in his own worcs. We talked considerably 
about the gods. He said: ; 

***[t is surprising how very far from the truth mankind 
have been upon this subject. Instead of accepting as origi- 
nal and eternal all that is in sight, and all that exists, they 
have for thousands of years been cudgeling their brains and 
inventing invisible and impossible gods, to whom they 
attributed the power to create that which is a thousand 
times superior to themselves. How absurd for men to be. 
lieve that à puny god.of their own formation could be capa- 
ble of creating unlimited space and infinite matter to fill it, 
with all the potencies, forces, and powers inseparably con- 
nected with it, and, too, when a million such gods combined 
could not equal in force the smallest globe iu the entire uni- 
verse !—no, not even a small-sized aerolite or meteor, which 
often flies through or into the atmospheres of the various 
orbs that revolve in space! The fact is, the universe com- 
prehends all that exists and all that ever did exist, while the 
gods may be said to comprehend ali that never did exist and 
never can exist. 
80 constituted as to be ever imagining and divining myths 
wholly outside of existence and reality. One only has to 
cast his eyes over the past few thousand years to realize 
what a sad muddle man has made of his god-making, and 
how much it has cost him to sustain them and keep them up. 
What absurd systems of religion, tio, have been concocted 
upon the basis of these mistaken beliefs! The world has 
been filled with these monstrous errors. Man has been 
made unbappy by them, Wretchedness, superstition, and 
‘ignorance havé been the outgrowth of these errors, and man 
has thus been the unfortunate victim of his own feers and 
fellies. He has created gods to tyrannizs over him; ho has 
Gevised devils to torment him; he has made hells to cause 
agony to himself, and thus he has made the fair earth a per- 
fect pandemonium of misery and suffering, whea, on the 
other hand, it might have been a lovely paradise, a heaven 
of rational enjoyment, a continued bliss, Yes, in this way 
the world has been filled with contentions, quarrels, wars, 
and terrible bloodshed. The worshipers of one gcd have 
waged war against the worshipers of some other god, and 
each have tried to their utmost to exterminate their oppo- 
nents. Men have thus become deadly enemies to each 
other when they should have remained friends and brothers. 
They have spilt each others’ blood, ‘mutilated each other’s 
bodies, and made corpses of millions of their fellow-beings 
while madly following the monsters of their own creation, 
and have made perfect demons of themselves. Yes, the 
worship of gods has made devils of men. Their religions 
have been far worse than the worst sacrilege and blasphemy; 
in fact, under some of these systems of religion, where the 


It is à misfortune that the human mind is 


great boast of its devotees has been to render allegiance to 
an invisible god somewhere above the Clouds, the most mon- 
strous crimes have been committed, the most merciless cru- 
elties have been perpetrated, the most agonizing tortures have 
been inflicted, the most terrible deaths have been produced, 
and in numbers far beyond the computation of any living 
being. Yes, in the name of religion men have become 
fiends incarnate. This is, alas, too trug! too true |! And I 
am grieved to say, also, that the worst of all—yes, by far 
the worst of all—has been the hellish work of those who 
have pretended to be followers of myselt; who never 
wished harm upon the humblest individual that ever lived, 
or even purposely placed my foot upon a worm, or caused 
pain to the smallest form of animal life. I tell you, 
Mercury, it makes my heart sick to look over the face of 
the earth for the last fifteen hundred years and view what 
wickedness, what a vast aggregate of positive misery and 
torture, what seas of human blood have been shed in my 
name! Other goda have had,their sacrifices of thousands 
of bullocks, heifers, goats, and shecp, as well as thousands 
of human beings also, but all those may be counted as 
nothing when the general aggregate is made up or approxi- 
mated to of the millions of hapless beings who have been 
tortured and slaughtered in my name, and who have been 
sacrificed at my shrines. Many and many a time haye I 
wondered what I ever said or did that could give the least 
warrant for my mistaken followers to pursue such a course 
and to be guilty of such horrible deeds. Did I ever set such 
an example ? Did I ever recommend such devilish cruelties? 
Did I ever, by the slightest word or action, inculcate savage 
barbarity and cruelty? Thousaads of times, in view of all 
these monstrous deeds that have been committed in my 
name, have I fervently regretted that I ever had an exist- 
ence? Deeply have I regretted that men ever heard of my 
name, in which to perform such fiendish deeds. Sorrowful 
has it made me, thousands of times, to know that my name, 
my axioms, my teachings, and my life should become the 
pretext or incen!ive for such diabolica] crimes. How often 
have worthy men been torn from their beloved families 
never to cast eyes upou them again, and hurled into 
noisome duugeons, stretched upon racks and machines as 
relentless as their operators, until joint after joint was 
dislocated and torn open, until bone-after bone was 
broken, burning splinters of. pitch thrust into their flesh, 
boiling oil poured into their ears, their eyes gouged out, 
their tongues torn out by the roots, and much niore too 
horrible to relate, until death ccme to their relief! How 
often have delicate and sensitive females, many times far on 
the way to maternity, been seized in the foul grasp of a 
loathsome villain, torn from the loved family circle, thrown 
into terrible prisons; subjected to the tortures just named, 
or their bowels let out with ripping-knivés, and every con- 
ceivable indignity and cruelty perpetrated upon them! How 
welcome death has been to thousands of such poor wretches 


after pious devils had exhausted their ingenuity to devise 
waya tn infliot pain ond torture upun tom: Low uien 


have the children of such persecuted parents—yes, even 
infants and suckling babes—been seized by the heels and 
their brains dashed out in the very sight of their agonized 
parents and relatives ! Oh, it makes one's blood boil with 
fierce indignation to realize a tithe of what has been done in 
this way !—yes, done in the name of the religion of Jesus, 
the meek ard lowly one!” 

** Why, Mercury,” interposed I, “can it be possible that 
Jeus talked in that way, he whom the Christian church 
appeal to so sanctimoniously as authority for all the mental 
and bodily sufferings they have caused and are still causing 
to their fellow-beings? It does me good to hear that he is 
capable of ultering such words of burning truth. It is 
truer, if not more beautiful, than his celebrated ‘ Sermon on 
the Mount.’ I can listen to you all night if you repeat from 
him such words as those. Iam more than glad to know 
that he takes such a truthful view of the terrible'enormities 
that during fifteen centuries have been committed in his 
name. Did he say more, good Mercury?” 

“ Oh, yes, he said much more—a good deal that I cannot 
remember well enough to repeat accurately, but much that 
lcan. Lremember distinctly one remark he made in con- 
nection with the foregoing, and it was to this effect, that it 
pained him excessively that the millions who believe him 
possessed of deific power should necessarily have the reflec- 
tion that he would tamely and quietly remain in heaven 
pleasantly seated on the Great White Throne and with stoic 
indifference while all these crimes and cruelties were being 
perpetrated, and never lift a finger to stay the flood of car- 
nage nor say a word to check the long continued work of 
torture and death. Said he: ‘It hurts me to think that any 
sensible, humane person could think me so indifferent and 
heartless—possessing, as they think, almighty power—as to 
let this most infernal ‘business be continued week after 
week, month after month, year after year, and century after 
century, and I make no effort to stop it, This has made me 
sad time and time sgain, How gladly would I have p-ta 
stop to all this cruelty and death had I the power to do so. 
Had I the hundredth part of the might which the Christian 
world believes that I possess, this state of things never 
would have existed. Yes, had I the power ascribed to an 
ordinary sixth-rate god, millions who died in excruciating 
torture would not have met the fate they did; mothers with 
infants at the breast, or yet unborn, would not have suffered 
cruelties too severe for murderers and despots. Had I 
even but moderate power, human blood would not bave 
flowed in rivers in the name of my religion or in any other 
name, I would have nipped it even in the bud. I would 
have equelched it at the very inception. Never should such 
human agony have been experienced; never such mental 
anguish suffered; never such inexpressible torment endured. 
But alas! I have not the power that deluded mortals think 
I have; I possess not the might they accord me; I am not 
the god they think me.’ When he spoke these words he 


sighed deeply and looked the very picture of unhappiness 
and regret. I wished to cheer him up a little, and said: 
‘Well, Jesus, do not feel unhappy about it. As you cannot 
help it, it is useless for you to mourn over it. You certainly 
are not responsible for the bad acts of those who have pro- 
fessed to be your followers. You never set any such exam- 
ple; you never taught any such deeds to be performed; you 
never incited any such base conduct.’ ‘That is very true," 
said he; ‘so far as that is concerned my conscience is clear. 
Inever taught nor encouraged nor recognized anything of 
the kind. I was mistaken in many of the views I enter- 
tained during my earthly career. I was an enthusiast and 
entertained the best of motives, but my knowledge was 
limited, my. zeal was ill-advised, and my opinions were 
many of them based upon a false foundation. Thia much I 
can say in trutb, I meant no harm to any one. I sought to 
mislead not my followers, and I wished not by word or deed 
to make one human being less happy. But let me tell you 
a great misehiof has been done by ascribing to me things 
that I never did and words that I never uttered. I have 
often been overwhelmed with surprise that such impositions 
could be practiced in the name of religion and morality. I 
assuredly never thought I was God or even the son of a 
god. I never said such a word, nor imparted such a 
thought, 
ing persons long after I had passed out of existence.” The 
story about my marvelous parentage, about my being begot- 
ten by an invisible god or ghost, is the merest fable that 
was ever concocted in the brain of man. There is no 
earthly foundation for such an idle tale, and it is à marvel 
Yo me how sensible people cau give credence to such impos- 
sib-e nonsense as to think a human being was ever begotten 
without a natural father. How singular it is that people 
with the least intelligence will believe such idle tales! 
That miraculous paternity on my part was not claimed 
neither by myself nor anybody else during my lifetime; it 
was an afterthought on the part of those most zealous in 
building up a system of religion in my humble name, The 
idea was borrowed from pagan mythology and woven into 
my story in a bungling and perfectly incredible manner.’ 
‘c There are many other things written of me in the 
“ four gospels,” as they are called; which I did not say or 
do, and never authorized anybody to write for me. I never 
raised à man nor woman from the dead, nor did any one 
else ever perform such an impossible deed. A person may 
appear to be dead from various causes, end afterwards they 
may revive and be perfectly restored to their normal condi- 
tion. Animation may be temporarily suspended from 
fainting, certain diseases of the heart, from suffocation, 
heavy blows, stoppage of circulation, apoplexy, catalepsy, 


partial drowning, etc., and by proper means, or evcn by an 


effort of nature, they may entirely recover, but not one per- 
son who really died, and all animation ceased, was ever 
brought back to life. How excessively absurd, then, to 


write and print of me that I raised Leszarus from the dead 
atver ue nad Decome 80 Tar decayed as to smell offensively. 


Persons who can give credence to such extravagant state- 
ments would swallow all of Baron Munchausen’s wildest 
falsehoods and even the Baron himself could they have a 
chance to do so. I was magnetic enough to perform some 
cures, and to relieve several people troubled with various 
curable ailments, especially when the imagination waa 
quite as much diseased as the body, but even these were 
greatly multiplied and exaggerated. After I was dead it 
was thought that this simple story of my life, deeds, and 
teachings could be dressed up and embellished so as to make 
it justifiable to attribute at least fifty per cent of divinity to 
my Parentage, character, and being; but there was no 
truthful foundation for it. l was superior by nature to the 
low and Coarse, but not superior in any sense of the word 
to thousands of men &nd women who have lived in various 
ages of the world. I was just as human as Buddha, Zoro- 
aster, Confucius, Mencius, 'lhales, Solon, Pythagoras, 
Socrates, Plato, Epicurus, Aristotle, Cicero, Seneca, Mar- 
cus Aurelius, Copernicus, Galileo, Bruno, Kepler, Newton, 
Spinozs, Descartes, Luther, Calvin, D'Holbach, Diderot, 
Voltaire, Volney, John Wesley, Whitefielu, Priestly, Paine, 
Murray, Joseph Smith, John Brown, or any other man. 
We are all divine alike, and all human alike. Some have 
better organizations than others; some have better executive 
talent, or mechanical talent, or oratorical ability, or moral 
qualities than others ; some had better pre-natal conditions, 
sounder and healthier parents, than others, but we alt 
obtain our existence as individuals by precisely the same 
precess. Nature has but one mode in which that kind of 
business can be performed, and she never will have but one. 
Men may talk about Buddha's mother being impregnated by 
a r&y of the sun ; they may tell of the mother of Christna 
being ** overshadowed " by the god Vishnu ; they msy nar- 
rate fables about the divine paternity of Hercules, Adonis, 
Perseus, and as many others as they please, but they are all 
positively false, mere fables to beguile and deceive ignorant 
and credulous minds, It is just as true that Minerva came 
from the brain of Jupiter without the aid of a mother as 
that others and myself came into existence without a natural 
father. Évery human being that ever lived on the earth had 
both a natural father and mother, and all statements to the 
contrary are positive falsehoods; and they are worse than 
simpletons who believe them and are deluded thereby. 
There are no hybrids between gods and men more than 
there are hybrids between men and mermaids and mermaids 
and whales. One idea is equally as consistent as the other. 

tI have often been vexed,’ ho continued, ‘at the un- 
truths that have been told and printed and circulated all 
over the world as to the words and sentiments I uttered dur- 
ing my earthly life, I will name some of them. I am 
reported as using these words: “ Thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock will I build my church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it, And I will give unto thee the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven ; and whatsoever thou shalt bind 


Those things were all ascribed to me by design- | 


so soon to be arrested and executed. 
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on earth shall be bound in heaven ; and whatsoever thou 


shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” I never 
spoke those words. I never gave Peter the keys of heaven, 


for the very good reason that I had no such keys to dispose 
of ; and had I, I presume there could have been found per- 
sons quite as fit to take charge of them as was Peter, A 


man of such unstable temper, so impetuous, so frail, false, 


and fallible as Peter showed himself to be, would have been 
- a very improper person in whose hands to place the eternal 
destiny, the salvation or damnation, of his fellow-men. Any 
‘one might see that I could not have said anything about 
_ building my church on him, because I then had no church. 


I contemplated no church, and the word church was not 
‘then in use, nor for many years after that time. 


** Again, I am reported as saying, ‘‘ That upon you may 


come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the 


blood of the righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, 
son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and 
ihe altar." I could not have used this language, because the 
Zacharias alluded to in the quotation did not live till thirty- 


five years after my death, Here again are words put into 


my mouth which I did not speak, '* Go ye, therefore, and 


teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost." I did not speak 
I enjoined no preaching of my doctrines to 
all nations of the earth. I did not prescribe that form of 
I cared very little for any kind of 


those words. 


"baptism or any other. 
baptism, I knew nothing about any Holy Ghost, and said 


nothing about any at that or any other time. I never taught 


the doctrine of the Trinity, for I knew nothing about any, 


and do not to this day. A great deal that is attributed to 
‘me about my father and myself, about our being one and 
Idid 
not think that Jahveh was my father any more than he was 
I felt a high 
degree of veneration toward him, being of a very reveren- 
‘tial and worshipful organization, but I did not think myself 
equal to him by any means,-nor did I have half as much to 
These ideas 
-were fixed up, so to speak, long after my death; and my dis- 
courses, which at best were not written down for a century 
after they were spoken, were altered, added to, and falsi- 


‘the same, is untruthful, as I remarked a while ago. 


‘the father of every man in the Jewish nation. 


say about him as the four narrators represent. 


fled in a most dishonest manner. The form of baptism, 
quoted just now, was borrowed bodily from an ecqlesiastical 
formula not devised till more than a century after my 
death. ; : 

“Again, he continued, ‘I am represented as predicting 
my own arrest, trial, execution, and resurrection, in these 


and similar words : ** Behold we go up to Jerusalem ; and 


‘the son of man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and 
‘unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death, and 
shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, 
‘aud to crucify him; and the third day he shall rise again ” 


` I most assuredly did not speak those words or make any 


D ret thro wit 


that I should live many years. If any one will take the 
trouble to read this pretended explicit prediction over and 
compare it with the asserted conduct of my disciples after I 


was arrested, after I was tried, and after I was executed and 


buried, he must see that if I made such a prediction my 


followers either did not understand me or did not believe 


a word I said, If it is true that I foretold so explicitly that 


I was to be betrayed into the hands of the chief priests and 


scribes; that I should be condemned, that I should be deliv- 
‘ered to the Gentiles to be mocked and scourged, and then 
to be crucified, three days after which I should rise from 
the dead, why were my disciples not prepared to see these 
very events take place in the order I predicted them ? 
How did they conduct themselves ? Why, according to 
the report in the Testament, I had barely uttered the pre- 
diction before they commenced talking and wrangling 
among themselves as to which should be greatest in my 


‘temporal kingdom which they believed was about to be 


established, the respective positions they were to hold in it, 
etc. It is clear they could not have understood or believed 
that I was so soon to be arrested and put to death. How 
did they act when I was arrested? Why, they were dis- 
concerted and surprised. They forsook me and fled. Only 
a part of therm attended my mock trial, and a prominent one 
-who did utterly denied ;knowing me at all. They did not 


. witness my crucifixion, they did not pay decent attention to 


my body and provide it with burial; and had it not been for 
one of the Sanhedrim, Joseph of Arimathea, I might not 
have been buried at all. Could my disciples have acted 
in this manner had I told them so explicitly all that was so 
goon to transpire, and had they believed me? But after 
the arrest, trial, mocking, scourging, and crucifying had 
taken place, as itis said I predicted, would they then not 
have begun te believe I had foretold truly, and looked and 
provided for my restoration tothem, even had they doubted 
before? The women were more faithful to me than the 
men; they stood afar off and watched; but if they had really 
believed the words I am said to have spoken, that after 
three days I would rise from the dead, would they have 
purchased pices and brought them to embalm my body? 
Is it not clear that the idea of a resurrection had not entered 
their minds and that I had not said anything about it? And 
when even the women reported to my disciples that { had 
risen and that my body was no longer in the sepulcher, 
did they believe it? Does not the account say that they 
regarded the statements as idle tales? And when some of the 
disciples were conversing on the road to Emmaus, did they 
show that they had the least conception of my resurrection? 
No, my friend, they did not look for it, for the very good 
reason that I had not said anything to them about it, and 
for the still better reason that it never took place, and 
therefore no ascension as-is ¢‘fferently described. These 
things were the inventions of men who wished to get up a 
marvelous story about myself, to found a system of religion 


I knew not but 


upon. They were not written, nor repeated even, till long 
after my death. In very mild language, this whole thing 
was fraudulent. It was false, and the world has been 
grossly deceived.” 

“< And again,’ Jesus continued, ‘I am reported. as say- 
ing: '' For there shall arise false Christs and false prophets, 
and shall shew great signs and wonders ; insomuch that, if 
it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect;” but I did 
not speak these words. I never taught the doctrine of 
election. I never believed it, and never used the word elect 
in the sense that a part were chosen to be saved and a part 
doomed to eternal damnation. The word did not come into 
use until after my time. The doctrine was gotten up by 
others, not myself, snd those words were put into my mouth 
or attributed to me;without the slightest suthority. It was the 
same with many other sayings accredited to me. I never 
said, ‘‘ He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned." Those words never 
escaped my lips, and it has grieved me sorely that I should 
be represented as having favored or inculcated the idea that 
a large portion of the human race will be damned because 
they did not or could not believe. It is a horrible doctrine. 
I detest it most heartily and I nevar was the author of it. 
Belief follows evidence, and a man cannot believe unless he 
is convinced. How cruel and unjust, then, to send millions 
to eternal torture for not believing ! How wrong to impute 
such a doctrine to me, Most assuredly I was not the 
author of it, Neither did I ssy, ‘‘ Dapart from me ye 
cursed into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 


angels,” nor, ‘‘ these shall go away into everlasting punish- 


ment.” It is very untruthful to say I uttered these words. 
It is most false. Let the pagans have all the honor of de- 
vising devils and hells, for I wish none of it. They taught 
such things more than a thousand years before I came into 
the world, and I would not, for anything, deprive them of 
any credit for originality they are justly entitled to. True, 
my professed followers have made their hell hotter and have 
put more sulphur into it than the pagans were guilty of, 
but the idea is essentially pagan, and came from the mon- 
strous conception of angry gods and devils which has so 
cursed the earth. I heartily wish it had never existed and 
that even now intelligent beings would abandon it, and 
believe it no longer. It has caused more unhappiness than 
all other beliefs that men have harbored; and I, even, am 
thought to be the inventor and executor of the monstrous 
creed. Verily I say unto you, I would never send one soul 
to hell, and I think very little of any god that would. 


** t T did not say of those who believe in me, ** They shall 


take up serpents ; and if they drink any deadly thing, it 


shall not'hurt them." A person of sound mind could not 
think that any form of belief would prevent the effects of 


the venom of poisonous serpents or other deadly poisons. 
I certainly was not so unreasonable." 


***'There is also,’ continued Jesus, ‘a great err 


auributing io me the prophecy of the destruction of Jerusa. 
lem, of my second appearance on the earth, and the immedi- 
ate end of the world, ` I am reported as using such language 
as this : ** Verily, I say unto you, there shall not be left here 
{the temple] one stone upon another that shall not be 
‘Immediately after the tribulation of those 
days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give 


thrown down.” 


her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the pow- 
ers of the earth shall be shaken. And there shall appear 


the son of man in heaven ; and then shall all the tribes of 


tne earth mourn, and they shall see the son of man coming 
in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” 
** Verily, I say unto you, This generation shall not pass till 


all these things be fulfilled." **'There besome standing here 


which shall not taste of death till they see the son of man 
coming in his kingdom,” etc. I did not make any such pre- 
diction. It Idid so, I proved myself a very false prophet, for 
with the exception of the city and temple not a word of it has 
ever been fulfilled, or ever will be. The stars will never 
fall from their places. As neither of what are called the gos- 
pels was written until after the city was taken and the 
temple destroyed, it was a Very easy matter for the writers 
to make that part of the prediction and the fulfilment agree. 
At that time an expectation of a near end of the world was 
rife, as it has been many times since, bence the predictions 
referred to were put into my mouth. But I repudiate them 
altogether. Those who wrote that I said so wrote a false- 
hood. Neither did I command my disciples to sell their 


garments and buy swords. I did not believe in swords, and 


was wholly opposed to the bloody business in which they 
are used. It is a base slander upon my reputation to say I 
ever advised, or even recognized, the use of the sword, or 
any other implement for taking human life or inflicting 
pain. Thus, Mercury, I could go on for hours and point 
out passage after passage that I am said to have spoken, but 
which I am no more the author of thau yourself, but I will 
not detain you now. The fact is, I never wrote a word of my 
public teaching, nor did I authorize any one else tc write a 
word of it, and there was none of it written till more than 
half a century after my death, and very little then, and 
very imperfectly at that. All there was for many decades 
after Ileft the world were traditions and legends, contra- 
dictory and false, as such things always will be among 
ignorant and superstitious people. There was not a word 
of what I taught or what I did committed to writing by any 
of my disciples, or by & person who was an ear or eye wit- 
ness of what I said and did. In the second and third cen- 
turies gospels and epistles were written in profusion. Some 
truths, of course, were worked in from the traditions and 
fragments that could be gathered up, but more that was 
untrue. One writer copied from another, and added to or 
abstracted from as he saw fit. They all contained accounts 
of many things which I never uttered and never performed ; 
and some of the miracles which were said to have been done 
by me never were done, I never spoke while an infant in my 
cradle and said to my mother that I was the son of God, and 


Joseph, the carpenter. 


that my father had sent me for the salvation of the world, 
as is recorded in the apocryphal gospel called ‘‘ Infancy of 
Jesus Christ.” Neither did I change a mule into a young 
man by sitting on his back, as is narrated in the same gos- 
pel. Neither did I, when seven years of age, make oxen, 
asses, and birds, of clay, and then animate them, the birds 
fiying away, and the oxen and asses walking off. Neither 


did I stretch boards when sawed too short by my father, 
Neither did I call kids out of a fiery 
furnace and change them into boys. Neither did I kill a 
Jew boy. Neither did I cause blindness, nor cure it, Idid 
not Cause a boy to wither. Neither did I change water into 
wine. Neither did I feed five thousand people with five 
loaves and two fishes, though the writer of Matthew told it 
twice to insure its belief. Neither did I raise to lifea young 
woman that was dead. Neither did I cast out two thousand 
devils from one man, nor two men (Matthew says two men, 
Mark says one). Neither did I cast out seven devils from 
one woman. Neither did I cast out devils from anybody, 
nor make devils come out of people’s mouths. I never saw 
a devil—unless some human beings may be called devils— 
and there were none for me to cast out. The very fact that 
so much was said about devils, and their being cast out, is 
the strongest kind of proof of the ignorance and falsehood 
of the times. Why do not people in this more enlightened 
age talk about epileptics, lunatics, and all kinds of insane 
people having devils? And why do not scientific physi- 
cians, when they attempt to cure epilepsy, lunacy, fits, and 
insanity, commence by trying to cast out a dozen or two of 
devils? Itis simply because they have learned better. It 
is because they have learned that those are diseased condi- 
tions of the system, and not devils at all. 

*** Neither did my crucifixion,’ Jesus’ further remarked, 
*cause an earthquake, the temple to be rent, and the dead in 
their graves to be reanimated and walk forth into the city. 
No more did I ascend bodily up into heaven, as the writers 
of the gospels and all Christian teachers have tried to make 
out. None of these things ever occurred. The only exist- 
ence they ever had was in the brains of ignorant and dis- 
honest people, precisely the same as with all the gods men 
have talked about so much. All these narratives are mere 
fabrications, nothing more, nothing less ; and people have 
to be exceedingly gullible to believe them. As I said, these 
big stories were repeated from mouth to mouth for many 
years, and finally different persons undertook to commit 
them to writing, but in doing so they were no more inspired 
than are those who narrate any other events, real or imagi- 
nary. One thing is most sure, not one of the books called 
the gospels was written by the peraon whose name it bears, 
and not for a hundred years after the time when the events 
were said to have happened, They are mere compilations, 
made up from fragments gathered up from various sources, 
wherever they could be found. Every person ought to be 

ble-o-reslinc-how extremely Imperfect and incorrect any 
report must be of the sayings of any speaker if the report 
was not reduced to writing for fifty or one hundred years 
after the speeches were delivered. It would even be im- 
possible now, when the world has advanced greatly in intel- 
ligence, to report a speaker correctly from memory, even 
though it were written out within three days from the time 
of speaking. How much less accuracy should be expected, 
then, when fifty years and more have intervened ? 

** *Notoneof the four gospels inthe New Testament canon 
was known to be in existence until the latter part of the 
second century, and the authority of the canon itself was. 
settled by wrangling bishops and priests in councils, who 
knew no more which books were tfue and which false, 
which inspired and which not inspired, than infants just 
born. One council accepted as genuine a certain set of 
gospels and epistles, a part of which a succeeding council 
would set aside, to again be restored by still another council. 
Thus was established, in the most untruthful and unsatis- 
factory manner, what is called “the inspired word of God.” ` 
Oh, what impositions have been palmed off upon credulous 
human beings! If persons would only be reasonable and 
considerate they could easily understand that the narratives 
called gospels can not be reliable and trustworthy, for it 
will be seen that such things as the narrators could not pos- 
ibly have seen or heard are detailed with just as much 
particuiarity and assurance as though the writers had been 
present when the reputed events occurred. As an instance 
may be mentioned what is called the “incarnation.” Mat- 
thew and Luke, even if. they wrote the books ascribed to 
them, were not present and could not know anything about 
the wonderful claim. Neither do they once claim to be 
inspired, or to write by divine aid. It was the same with 
the temptation, being conveyed by the devil, and the trans- 
figuration, At the latter neither Matthew, Mark, nor Luke 
was present, but see how minutely Matthew relates it ; 
while John, who was said to be there, has not a word to 
say about it. And how could either of them know about 
my prayer when alone by myself in Gethsemane? How 
could they know what Pilate’s wife had dreamed? How 
could they know of the conversation that took place between 
Judas and the high-priests ? How about the talk between 
the priests and the Roman soldiers? It is very evident 
they could not know about any of those things, and that in 
writing what they did they either drew upon their imagina- 
tion or made use of groundless traditions and legends that 
never possessed the element of truth. How can people be 
led by the nose for a whole lifetime, and for centuries, by 
such idle tales ? 

“ * It is the same,’ he continued, ‘with the reputed proph- 
«cies which were said, and are yet believed, to have been 
made relative to my debut on the earth. Many of these are 
cited in the Old Testament as having direct reference to 
myself, by which the power of the Divine Being is surely 
portrayed. But what are the facts? Why, not one of those 
so-called prophecies have the slightest reference to me, and 

(Continued on page 236.) 
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Mind and Maíter. 


To THE EDITOR oF Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: How very 
much is comprehended in these two Words, mind and 
mattert They comprehend all things created, visible and 
invisible, and everything that pertains to man’s interest, 
both in the past, present, and future. 

From the word matter we understand it to signify sub- 
stance—anything that is perceptible to the sense of sight or 
feeling. All surrounding objects, both animate and inani- 
mate, are composed of matter; nor is the term confined to 
this sphere alone, on which man has his existence, but it 
reaches out into the broad and endless space of the trans- 
parent heavens, and takes in and comprehends those hun- 
dreds and thousands of worlds and systems of worlds, all 
illuminated and sparkling like so many precious diamonds 
in the brilliant rays of the eun. 


Mind, in the more common acceptation of the term, sig- 
nifies the intellectual or reasoning faculty of man. But the 
broad and significant term does not rest here, but extends 
down through all animal creation, and connects itself with 
vegetable creation. Yes, nor does it stop here, but reaches 
down to the bottom step and diffuses and incorporates itself 

-jn what is termed inanimate matter. Mind, in the more 
perceptible manifestation, is that principle which holds 
Within itself the ability of contemplation, and is not by any 
law of nature or reason confined to the human being, but 
diffuses itself throughout all animal, vegetable, and minera] 
creation. Man, by the principle of contemplation, designs 
8 house, and proceeds, under the law of mind, to represent 
ihe nature of his mind by physical figures and representa- 
tions, and constructs a house for some selfish purpose—to 
answer some peculiar object of the future; hence, contem- 
plation. All of these physical manifestations are the result 
of the force of mind. Now, if it can be shown that any 
Creature besides the human being contemplates or forms 
designs for the future, the fact is then established that mind 
is coherent of that creature. The little bird that flies so 
swiftly through the forest, forming angles and semicircles, 
and thus dodging the trees and projecting limbs, is governed 
by thought and presence of mind, else how could it so 
expertly shun those surrounding dangerous obstacles save 
by presence of mind and forethought? It would be as 
likely to thrust itself against the body of a tree or some of 
its projecting limbs, and thus annihilate its own existence. 
And, to carry the argument still further, what principle is 
it that actuates that little creature to fly miles from her 
forest home, accompanied by her companion, and accumu- 
late little straws, feathers, twine, hair, etc., and-oarry them 
back to the tree in which she has designed to build her little 
house and nest, and there construct it with an ingenuity of 
skill that would baffle the genius of the human mind? 
This is all done for some future purpose, showing clearly 
the presence of mind and a precontemplation, and the little 
scientific nest which she has formed is only a manifestation 
of the inner working of the mind represented by figures and 
physical forms. 


The one and the same principle that actuated the man to 
construct his house for his own comfort and for the propa- 
gation and safety of his kindred has also actuated the little 
bird to build her nest for her own comfort and for the 
propagation and safety of her kind. 

Now thereis no difference in the kind of mind that haa 
actuated these two creatures—man and bird—only a differ- 
ence in the degree of their manifestation; and what is true 
of man and bird is ao true of all existing creatures. 

Now as it is impossible to draw aline of distinction 
which will clearly separate the human from the animal 
creation, either physically or mentally, or to draw a line 
that will clearly distinguish the animal and vegetable crea- 
tion, or yet the vegetable and mineral creation, thus it fol- 
lows that mind is a coherent of all substances—animal, 
vegetable, and mineral—manifested in the greater degree, 
first in the human, then in the animal, then in the vegetable, 
and lastly in mineral and inanimate matters, there being a 
connecting chain from the very lowest order of matter to 
the highest—from the inanimate to the highest order of 
animation. 

Inanimate. This term is improperly applied. There can 
be no such thing as an inanimate substance. All things 
possess life; even the very stones under our feet are animate, 
Life-animation and mind are all one and the same thing. 
And to separate mind from matter would annihilate the 
existence of both. 

Matter is a substance created; mind is the phenomena 
connected with the changes of that substance, mind not 
being that matter, but being the result of the action of that 
matter. 

Man appears to be of a threefold nature, or possessing 
three distinct characters. First, the physical, that part 
which is seen and felt; second, the mental, that part which 
derives its existence from the uction of matter—the physical; 
third, that part or principle which operates matter—the 
physical—and causes the sec nd—the mental—to exist. 

This combination of characters is a little system in itself, 
to provide for and operate itself, but confined and subjected 
to the great external laws of its being, which isa living 
power of the Creator. 

Man derives his existence from some foreign power, after 
which he becomes a power in himself to operate, modify, 
and construct himself—to render himself- miserable or 
happy, thus becoming a free moral agent to himself. All 
unhappiness and misery is the result of the violation of 
some of the natnral laws pertaising to his being, over 
which he holds the power to divert. 

Misery is the result of sin. Sin is the violation of some 
physical law. There can be no sin where there is no action 
of matter, or the physical part. Hence all transgression 
and sin must necessarily be confined to the physical man 


and must consist in some movement or gesture of his physi- 
cal paris. 

I repeat that mind and matter can never be separated or 
individualized. The only means that God can employ to 
punish his creatures is by the action of matter. God's great 
and natural laws consist in the movement and action of mat- 
ter, therefore if any man suffer, it must be by the action of 
matter. If man is punished at all, he himself must be the 
cause of that punishment. God punishes none of his crea- 
tures directly, only inasmuch as he is the author of the great 
and natural laws to govern his creatures, the violation of 
which must necessarily meet the unhappy results. 

As to the existence of a hell—a place for the punishment 
of man, as commonly understood—there is no such place or 
thing. As toa heaven—a place of happiness that will indi- 
vidualize and locate man—it does not exist. As to the 
existence of a devil, it is a Vain word and possesses no char- 
acter. As to the existence of angels—men having wings 
and possessing quills and feathers—the very thought is too 
absurd to admit of argument. 

Each and all of these superstitious ideas are the result of a 
morbid condition of the mind and should receive no credit 
by rational, intellectual beings. All duties required of man 
in this life pertain to this life, consisting of action, man 
toward man and the surrounding creatures, and must, in 
every particular, be confined and subjected to the great laws 
of nature. 

Love, which is the true law of nature, is productive of 
the highest code of ethics, and has for its fruits peace and 
happiness, and thus creates for itsel? a heaven. The 
absence of love is manifested by selfish acts, which seek 
to bestow upon self that which belongs to another. This 
being & violation of the great natural moral law of the con- 
tinuation and longevity of its species, produces misery and 
creates for itself a hell. It is only by the presence of misery 
that we are enabled to judge and distinguish right from 
wrong. 

The law demands of us each to work for the other's hap- 
piness in order to secure our own, and we hav learned this 
law by experience. 

Worship of every nature and character is an error and a 


-wrong which has affected the human family from the carliest 


stage of history and still has its powerful coils wrapped 
around the human mind and conscience. 

Worship isa powerful coil ; it binds man’s conscience 
and freedom, and subjects him to a state of servitude and 
degradation. It hampers progression, and reduces science 
to a rude and vulgar form, O thou black superstitious 
worship, when wilt thou release thy grasp on thy subject 
and let the human mind step forth in light and liberty? O 
thou monster superstition, when wilt thou remove that 
black and terrible cloud which thou hast kept suspended 
over the head of poor men so many thousand years, and 
giv us one poop at tho glorious pun, ono rovoletion of light 
and truth ? 

Worship isa derangement of the mind, which presumes to 
possess the science or facility of corresponding with ‘God, 
or the great Creator of all existing things. It vainly sup- 
poses its subject to be in intimate communication with the 
great and original cause of all things. It erroneously sup- 
poses that great Omnipotent Power to be of a mental organ- 
ization similar to its own, and consequently capable of 
communication, as man with man. This superstitious idea 
is too absurd to receive any support by good reason or logic. 

I hav already shown you the relation of mind and matter, 
and their union. Also the existence of a foreign power that 
has Created and put these things into existence. 

Now to support the theory that God is independent and 
incomprehensible, and also incapabie of communicating 
with his creatures or his creatures with him, suffice to 
say that no two beings or Creatures. can possibly commu- 
nicate with each other unless they possess similar properties 
in part or whole. And so all communication to the human 
being must be confined to the movement of matter, the like 
incorporating itself with the like by the laws of attraction 
and repulsion affecting molecular movement. It therefore 
follow s that in order to communicate with our Creator we 
must possess some of the properties which the Creator pos- 
sesses. If this were the case we would no longer be crea- 
tures, but creators, as we would be possessing the creative 
properties, hence powers. We would then cease to be men 
and become gods. Now, my friends, I ask you, in the name 
of reason, how could it be possible for man to comprehend 
his creator when the wisest of us cannot tell or explain— 
minutely—how one spear of grass grows, that little simple 
thing, under the observation of our eye every day, notwith. 
standing its simplicity, but in the explanation of which the 
wisest sage in the world becomes confounded. 


Then talk you of comprehending and communicating |; 


with that great omnipotent power which has created thou- 
sands of worlds and system of worlds, of which ours is but 
a mere speck | O my friends, it appears to me like mad- 
ness! It is possible for the Creator to understand the actions 
of his creatures and to know the wishes and desires of 
man, because they of themselves represent in part the will 
of their Creator. But it is impossible for God to express to 
his creatures his desires or wishes. God's will and desire is 
always made manifest in the formation and action of the 
creature itself. As nothing can exist contrary to God's 

will, we are forced to take it as granted that whatever does 
exist is in accordance with his will. And herein is the lan- 
guage of God to his creatures: ‘‘ The creature itself, and the 
laws that govern that creature, is the true and living lan- 
guage of God, and there is no other." Hence the absurdity 
of the idea of God talking or communicating with his crea- 
tures, either directly or indirectly. I therefore claim, from 
the best authority and reason, that all communications or 
inepirations (so called) declaring to hav originated and come 
as a commandmeut from God our Creator are a gross delusion 
(and a positive falsehood. And please remember that I by 


no means except the work called the Bible, but, on the con- 
trary, believe it to be the most absurd, profane, fictitious 
history ever presented to man, excepting the manifested 
spirit of some of its characters. 

It is a poor truth that will not balance itself ; it is a poor 
law that does not hold within itself the elements of truth 
and the power of demonstration. These the Bible fail to 
do. It is incapable of proving its declaration. It does not 
possess the elements of truth, as a whole, nor the power of 
self-demonstration, but, on the contrary, contradicts itself 
and makes of Goda liar. If the Bible, in the spirit of her 
language, shall contradict and ignore some great and power- 
ful law of nature, which shall we believe, the word which 
is a subject of the law or the law itself? Which shall we 
believe, this dry, insignificant, lifeless word, the Bible, or 
that great and powerful law which carries in itself life, 
love, power, and demonstration ? I beg of you, my friends, 
to ponder this question well, and answer it with reason and 
with truth. Truth is more potent than fiction, and will 
eventually find its level. Truth is a living demonstration of 
power. Fiction is a lifeless, idle word—a dead letter. 

Here lies the great sequel, Truth, which will eventually 
sink this erroneous, superstitious work, the Bible, in utter 
obliteration. Already has the germ been planted in the heart 
of man, and that great power which has created man and 
given him the superior power of reason will nurse it and 
cause it to grow, and giv it material to feed upon, and it 
will become a power in the earth to lead men from error to 
truth, from darkness into light. 

Oh, the language of God ! how grand ! When God speaks 
to ug he employs a language that we cannot misunderstand. 
He speaks to us through the law of nature, which Carries 
with it power, truth, life, and love. -He speaks to us 
through all tbe surrounding creatures, of which ourselves are 
apart. He speaks to us through the animated vegetation of 
the earth. He speaks to us through the beautiful and 
delicious fruits of each clime. He speaks to us through the 
tender and gorgeous flower of the field. He speaks to us 
through thé beautiful trees of the forest. He speaks to us 
through the mild and refreshing breeze of the atmosphere. 
He speaks to us through the gentle murmur and rippling of 
the waters. He speaks to us through the wafting of the 
beautiful, clouds. He speaks to us through the warm and 
invigorating rays of the sun. He speaks to us through the 
brilliant plants—those thousands and thousands of worlds, 
all animated and decorated with life and beauty. And he 
speaks to us through his little creaturo, the bird, decked 
aud beautified with a thousand colors of gorgeous plumage, 
singing her merry, merry song of praise. 

Oh, how beautiful, how grand, how sublime, the language 
of God! It is all a manifestation of life, truth, and love, 
and is enough to inspire the heart of a brute. It ought to 
inspire the heart of man and lead him to embrace a higher 
standard of trath than ho docs today. Wor, it ought to 
lead us up and away from that low, degrading plane of self- 
error and superstition. I: ought to inspire our hearts with 
love, zeal, and affection for each other. It ought to teach 
us the great truth that heaven is in the mind and not in the 
future. 

O my friends, let us learn how to liv. Let us learn 
those great laws pertaining to our nature and being. Let us 
learn those great and essential truths pertaining to our pres- 
ent happiness. Let us learn how to make a heaven of this 
life, and death and the future will take care of themselves, 


Portlandville, N. Y. PETER SOULE. 
t 


Idolatry, 


BY A. E. D. 


“ The God that others worship is not the God for me, 

Hehas no parts nor body, and cannot hear nor see,”* 

My God is fair and comely, and brave and strong and true, 

With nerve and sinew knit like steel, strong muscle, cord, and 
thew; 

His brow is like a tablet on which grand thoughts are ’graved, 

His locks, like sunlit ripples. above it soft are waved, 

His eyes light up dark places as stars at midnight shine, 

My God, though but a mortal, is more than half divine! 


He speaks, and thers is music of woodlands. and of seas 

When stirred to. minor cadence by some soft wooing breeze; 

But, when bis mood is wrathful against some monster wrong, 

His voice is like the tempest’s roar, far-reaching, flerce. and 
strong- i 

He frowns. and all the landscape is wrapped in sombre shade, 

He smiles, and sunshine brightens on every hill and glade; 

But though so high above me doth gracious ear incline, 

My God. though but a mortal, is more than half divine! 


Ifjoy possess his bosom, then joy too is my guest. 

If pain pricks his night pillow. I can no longer rest. 

And when his thoughtful forehead is ploughed o’er deep with 
care, : 

I strew love's tender rose leaves to hide the furrows there. 

But when grim fears beset me I seek his sheltering arm, 

And in its strong protection feel far removed from harm. 

He is a stalwart column round which I love to twine— 

My God, though but à mortal, is more than half divinel 


Oh, if my God forsake me, where. whither shall I flee? 

For the God that others worship is not a God to me; 

But how ean he bereave me who is of me a part, 

My soul. my mortal body, my pulse, my life. my heart ? 

Oh, nay, I will not doubt thee. my sun, my light, my air, 

The one thing In creation that makes creation fair, 

Idolatrous idolater! Idolatry sublime! 

My God, though but a mortal, is more than half divine! 
* Mormon hymn. 


— —— à 9——————— — 
“The Darwins” and “John’s Way” 


I hold as grand productions. They are modifying to iron 

creeds, and already the myths are beginning to fly from our 

midst through the inflience of these sublime works. Their | 
grand and scientific utterances hav placed Mrs, Slenker as a 

leader in the great army of bol] Freeihinkers. 


Loogootes, Ind. ABEL PAGET, 


. primeval age of man, it becomes interesting to grasp the 
` hand of the present historian, aud also that of the paleon- 


__ livs ; a Cicero mounts the forum, and a. Demosthenes thun- 
ders the liberty of Greece; a Kepler mounts the stara, and 
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The Beginuing and the Progress of Human 
Nature. 
BY DR, E, B. WHEELOCK, 
` As the science world moves onward and upward from the 


tologist, and march with them over the hills and plains once 
trodden by races long since extinct. 

Oh, how crude must have been the early types of man! 
After the ‘lapse of many ages we may contemplate him as 
slowly outgrowing his quadruped animalism, and gradually 
rising from the sovereignty of his own selfishness and bar- 
barism, and, like the infant, by slow growth and experience 
he at length assumed the biped instead of the quadruped 
mode;of locomotion. 'The law governing his common 
wants and needs, like that of ours to-day, became the sire 
and mother of his early and crude inventions. 

As he rolled down the stream of time the laws of associa- 
tion and of communism gradually crept in as a matter of 
necessity, And as the long ages rolled their tardy round 
each wandering tribe sought to utilize their own vocal 
sounds, and thus we Contemplate the primitive origin of 
nearly three thousand different languages now existing upon 
this our round and rolling earth. At first simple sounds 
and signs were used to express a Want, 

At léngth studied systems of language became a necessity 
as an artificial sign with which to express ideas. Hence 
human experience, through the avenue of the five senges, 
has ever been the royal road to human knowledge. 

To suppose that a great Jehovah once used vocal sounds 
and a Hebrew dialect to enlighten primitive man is a pagan 
myth too silly for even a Fiji schoolboy to entertain. 
But so it is, and many ages must yet roll away before hu- 
man nature a8 à Whole will rise upon a plain of perfection 
outreaching the mythology of the past, or where man will 
Cease to be the common enemy of man. 

But as we flow down the stream of time improvements 
thicken. From trivial forms of government many noble 
nations did arise and pass away. The cave-dwellers, the 
flint-hewers, and the mound-builders are no more. The 
builders of pyramids and the embalmers of the ancient 
dead hav left their granite monuments and hav doserted the 
tombs of their fathers, and where are they ? 

The story of Egypt is old, but the story of India is older, 
and the story of the archxologist makes the continent of 
America older still. The prehistoric period of the world is 
yet to be written. Should we go back behind the world’s 
sixteen crucified saviors we might finda million more, for 
the presént enlightenment of the world has been the pur- 
chase of human toil and blood. . 

But time moves on; a Confucius is born ; a Zoroaster 


a Newton sets all the world in motion ; a Franklin interro- 
gates the clouds, and a Morse encircles the earth with elec- 
tric news ; while a Fulton, with steam, conquers the waves 
of the sea and the floods of earth's rolling rivers. Philoso- 
phy now creeps from the dungeon of superstition, and 
commands the world to think. Science leaps upon the 
altar of inquiry and demonstrates the plurslity of worlds 
and the indestructibility of matter ; that man but holds a 
middle rank 'twixt heaven and earth, close to the realm 
where angels dwell, just on the boundary of a spirit land 
where the chain of being is complete aud matter’s last 
gradation is lost, whose nextstep is spirit, the next deity. 
What though the world has moved a pace in mechanical 
skill and in social ethics, much yet remains unlearned and 
unknown. The golden future is yet to come. The royal 
road that leads to universal brotherhood still lies ungraded 
and untrod. The tyrant’s whip is still lifted over the backs 
of the weak, and the poor man’s plea is seldom heard. 
While priestcraft sits upon its blood-stained cushion, gazing 
at its millions of untaxed church steeples, the poor widow 
must pay revenue on a box of matches, and even her sick 
babe is made to pay tribute to the government should it use 
a bottle of Mrs. Winslow’s soothing syrup. The public 
lands are deeded to the money-lender for speculation, while 
the unfortunate poor are branded as ‘tramps or driven to 
suicide for the want of a little garden and a little home 
which the money shark has taken from him. And woman 
is but a chattel; not a citizen. If a criminal, she is tried 
and hung by her lords, with no judge or jury of her own, 
sisterhood ; no voice in the law. No holy ballot must be 
seen in her polluted fingers. A howling herd of zanies may 
make the nation’s laws; her tongue must be mute. A 
negro is a citizen; she is not. But the sky opens apace. 
England has a Victoria for a queen, and we trust America 
e'er long wil hav another for a President. What if buf. 
foons should howl, let the fittest survive. Amen. | 


Go Thou and Do Likewise. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: It is only 
once in a great while, When something occurs which I think 
worthy of mention, that I ask the privilege of saying a word 
in Tae TRUTH SEEKER. 

Week before last there was an article quoted by our vil- 
lage paper (the Naples Record), from a Michigan paper, to 
the effect that Col. Robt. Ingersoll was pulling down 
ancient structures Without the ability or dispgsition to build 
up anything in their stead. It was not only a big lie, but a 
disgraceful ‘‘fling,” such as only the church would in- 
dulge in. 

I wrote & short article, couched in respectful language, in 
which was a quotation from a Western paper, where the 
Colonel is best known, setting forth his munificent gifts 
and donations to the poor and needy, etc. 

The next Monday morning I went into the office of the 
Record and told the editor that I had called to seeif he was 


in favor of fair play; and farther, that if the Colonel was 
tearing down the ancient structures of superstition, he was 
also building a monument for humanity, and that I regarded 
him as one of the grandest builders of modern times. 

The editor looked carefully over the short article which 
I had prepared, and said he saw nothing objectionable in it, 
and would giv it a place. But when the paper was out the 
article aforesaid did not appear in its columns. 

He saw me the next day and told me that the article had 
got covered over with other papers on his desk and over- 


look: d, I was well satisfied when he made this statement ` 


the article had not been forgotten or overlooked. I knew 
from the circumstances that it would be the very last thing 
he would forget, and so it proved; for I was told, by one 
who had a right to know, that the article was under discus- 
8ion, and he concluded not to publish it, although he prom- 
ised to do so. 


visible to be transmuted into the incorporeal—and that, 
after it has decomposed and driven by the four winds or 
eaten by fish or other animals before dissolution, and incor- 
porated into their forms. That matter goes back, as on a 
mission, to bring other matter up to its own plain, while 
itself is preparing for a higher position than it occupied 
before, is evident, as yeast in flour, manures on vegeta- 
,bles In1 Cor. xv, 46, Paul says, ** Howbeit that was not 
first which is spiritual, but that which was natural, and 
afterward ti at which is spiritual,” 

Correct. (his lesson is in all our surroundings from 
‘chaos to the present. We can draw no other conclusions, I 
think, in reason, from nature’s teachings. The higher, more 
useful, and be;utifulare developed from the lower every 
time. The way faring man, though a foo), need not err on 
that point, 

In 1 Cor. xv, 31, Paul has stumbled into another port, ‘I 


I hav taken this paper for ten years, but shall order it die daily." If I die daily, I must be born daily to continue 
stopped on the first of April. I regard this matter very ' existence. Waste and supply is the law of existing forms 
much as the colonists did the tax on tea, I might “be able in the spiritual as well as the physical. 
to, and would stand it if there were not subjugation in the! It has been supposed by many that if the soul had a 
principle. Now I advise all Liberals to pursue the same beginning it must hav an ending; consequently they con- 
course, When local papers for which you pay your money clude the ego, ‘‘I am,” existed co-eval with God, and has 
publish long, tedious, and silly articles on religion, or come up, step by step, clothing itself in each animal form 


derogatory to the character of any of our noble standard 
bearers, or against our Liberal papers, write up an article 
in favor of taxing church property, or against superstition, 
or the aggtessive nature of the church, or if unable to 
write, seek out from THE TRUTH SEEEKER, or other Lib- 
eral paperor pamphlet, some short article upon these or 
-kindred subjects, and then demand your editor to publish 
it. If he refuse let him be made to understand that Liber- 
als can do without him as long as he can do without Lib- 
erals, 

Let this course be vigorously pursued and editors will 
soon become more discreet, when they are made to under- 
stand that it don’t pay to throw mud into the face of their 
betters. There are now. good, newsy Liberal papers pub- 
lished in various localities in the country, and Liberals are 
no longer compelled, indirectly, to uphold superstition and 
support the churches through these whining, lying, hypo- 
critical papers. 

The church used to be supported mainly by recruits 
enlisted at protracted and camp-meetings, and through the 
efforts of sensational preachers; and when one of these 
recruits received a through ticket to the celestial depot, he 
was made to come down handsomely, and thus the Chris- 
tian tub, in a measute Was made to stand on its own bottom. 

But the masses are becoming too intelligent to be longer 
caught in this gull-trap, and the tactics are changed. Ice 
Cream suppers, fairs, shows, and gambliog-tables and 
games now furnish the money that used to be wrung out of 
the recruits; Much of the money thus obtained is fur- 
|ursmreü- Dy Liderals and outsiders, Hundreds ot the chur: 


port of these pillars. 

Now I do protest against this practice on the part of 
Liberala of gathering with one hand and scattering with 
the other. 


cause to which he owes allegiance, Better 9 thousand 
times that this money should go for Liberal le ‘ures or lit- 
erature to enlighten the masses. 

Let Liberals everywhere be more decided a: d less time- 
serving. We hav a terrible battle before us, and our ene- 
mies are active and vigilant. They will adopt any mode of 
warfare which they may think will insure success. Let the 
line of battle.be formed, and let Liberal soldiers be careful 
how they supply, the enemy with means to destroy us. 
Plant the batteries of science all along the line, truth and 
reason our only weapons and common sense our shield. 
Push the fight vigerously. If I am to die in the last ditch, 
I shall go down cheerfully if my last gaze can only rest on 
a Vanquished foe. : 

Any editor who stands with both feet on the Constitution, 
and uses his influence to muzzle the freedom of thy press, 
and who will lie to uphold the church, is unworthy to re- 
ceive support at the hands of an honest Liberal. 

Naples, N. Y., March 29, 1880. JOHN PECK. 

ot —— — 


What is the Soul 


To THE EniroR or Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: This 
mooted question having been agitated through Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER of late gave me a desire to say a few words, 
although I am not a scholar. A suggestion from an illiter- 
ate may awaken thought in one qualified to giv an elaborate 
expression. 

I wish to ask what relation the moss bears to the decom- 
posing rock ; the vegetable to the mineral kingdoms ; the 
wheat and corn to the stalks that bear to them; the fruit 
to the tree that gave it birth. Is not the moss the soul 
or spirit of the rock ? the vegetable kingdom the soul of 
the mineral kingdom ? the grain and fruit the soul of the 
stalk or the tree that gave them birth ? the stalk and tree 
a chemical laboratory to digest and sublimate matter to be 
incorporated in the kernel and fruit? This dene, the stalk 
may die, but the fruits become food for the human, again 
to be digested and sublimated, to reach a bigher plane, the 
soul or intelligent human. Select a subject; put him into a 
clairvoyant state, and you will soon be convinced that a 
dual relation exists in one form, the physical and spiritual 
man, a8 you are that electricity exists in the earth and 
atmosphere when made Visible to our senses by means of a 
galvanic battery. 

It would be no greater tax on my blind belief that God 
breathed into the tree the breath of life to produce the 
living fruit, than it is to believe the breath of God in man 
produced a living soul, which was not real to Paul nor the 
followers of Christ except through another miracle—the 


-Would come down with a crash if it were not for the sup- 


Any Liberal who thus aids and assists in build- 
ing up the churches virtually takes up arms agiinst the 


| below man, in whom it has reached its highest goal physi- 
, cally and spiritually. 
| We need not fear of losing our identity so long as waste 
‘and supply contioue to be alaw of nature. Motion is a 
universal law of matter, I believe. Every thought expends 
a portion of soul matter, as truly as a motion of the hand 
' expends a portion of phys'cal matter. I do not believe my 
identity as a child of turee days old exis's other than historic- 
‘ally, nor do I believe the soul of my Christian, praying life 
| exists within the physical at the present. There is not a tenet 
of my Christian faith that I cannot now see was groundless, 
The old confederacy is dissolved and passed away anda 
“new one formed. It it were not so, I should be a praying 
, Christian to-day. The sume machinery, in working order, 
would produce the same. result. Through thought the old 
has slowly passed away, and a new soul is formed of other 
and more progressed atoms, and of superior mechanism, 
; working out new conclusions and higher results more in 
harmony with nature. HERMON Monson. 
Camp Verde, Arizona, March 12, 1880. 
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A Large Amount of Reading for a Little Money. 


To benefit our readers and help sustain Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER we make the following offers: 


For Five Dollars 


We send THE TRUTH SEEKER one year and either of the 
following $3 books: 
—""'rne World's Bages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” By D. 
M. Bennett, editor of Tam TRUTH BEEKEE. Enlarged and 
revised. at 

'* The Champions of the Church: Their Crimes and Per- 
secutions." By D. M. Bennett. Biographical sketches of 
eminent Christians from the time of the reputed founder of 
Christianity to the present. 

‘ Analysis of Religious Belief.” By Viscount Amberley. 

‘The Great Works of Thomas Paine Complete.” 

* Nature's Revelations of Character; or, Physiognomy 
Illustrated." 


For Six Dollars 


We send Tak TRUTH SEEKER One year and ‘ Supernatural 
Religion; An Inquiry into the Reality of Divine Revelation,” 


For Four Dollars 


We will send Tug TRUTH BEEKER one year and either of 
the following $1.50 works: 

t The Creed of Christendom: Its Foundation Contrasted 
with its Superstructure.” By W. R. Greg, author of 
“ Enigmas of Life," '' Literary and Social Judgments,” etc. 

* Paine’s Theological Works." In one volume, comprising 
“ Age of Reason,” '' Examination of Prophecies,” * Reply 
to Bishop Llandaff,” ‘Letter to Mr, Erskine,” ‘‘ Essay on 
Dreams,” ‘‘ Of the Religion of Deism," etc., with a Life 
and fine steel portrait of Paine, 

** Paine's Political Works." In one volume, comprising 
tt Common Bense,"* ‘“The Crisis” (Nos, I to XVI. inclusive), 
'*'Phe Rights of Man,” and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait. 

‘t The Heathens of the Heath." By William McDonnell, 
author of ‘‘ Exeter Hall,” A Radical romance. 

“ Beyond the Veil." A Spiritualistic work, said to be dic- 
tated by the spirit of Paschal Beverly Randolph, aided by 
Emanuel Swedenborg and others, through the mediumship 
of Mrs. Frances H, McDougall and Mrs. Luna Hutchinson, 

“A Few Words About the Devil," By Charles Brad- 
laugh. 

ie Nathaniel Vaughan,” By Frederika Mac- 
donald. 


For Three Dollars and Fifty Cents 


A novel. 


We will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER ono year and either of 
the following $1 books : 

“ Question Settled : A Careful Comparison of Biblical 
and Modern Spiritualism.” By Moses Hull. 

“The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion.” A debate be- 
tween Rev. G. H. Humphrey, Presbyterian clergyman, and 
D. M. Bennett, editor ot THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

“ Proceedings and Addresses at the Freethinkers’ Conven- 
tion," held at Watkins, New York, August 22, 23, 24, and 
25, 1878. 

* Truth Seeker Trasts.” Bound Volumes I., IL, IIL, 
IV., and V. These volumes, Containing over 520 pages 
each, are made up of over one hundred Truth Seeker Tracts. 
They embrace a variety of subjects by different authors, 
written in a terse, trenchant, and spicy style. 

“ Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, Essays, and Lec- 
tures." By D. M. Bennett. Embracing a variety of subjecta, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred pages. The sub- 
jects treated can hardly prove uninteresting to the reader. 

tt Contrast : Evangelicalism and Spiritualism Compared.” 
This new work, by Mr. Hull, is designed as à companion to 
the ‘‘ Question Settled.” D- 

` * [gsue8 of the Age.” By Henry C. Pedder. 


The Tenth Seeker, April 10, 1880. 
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(Continued from page 233.) 


not one of them had the least allusion to what should take 
place on the earth five, six, or seven hundred years after- 
They are mostly crude and blind recitals of events 
that had taken place when the accounts were written or 
were just then transpiring. Not one, I repeat, had the 
I can easily demonstrate. this 
If at any 
future time you have a curiosity in the matter, I will point 
out, one by one, those that are alluded to in the New 
Testament as well as tne others claimed as prophecies of 


wards. 


slightest reference to myself. 
to you, but I will not now ask you to listen to it. 


me, and fully convince you how utterly groundless they are. 


I ask again, Will people always be willing to be wheedled 


by such falsehoods? 


“c The rapid spread of the system of religion called mine 
is often cited as a proof of its truth and divinity, but the 


evidence is insufficient. The rcligion of Buddha has had 
. double the number of followers that Christianity can claim, 
and has about twice the number of adherents to-day. And 
even the religion of Mohammed, which started six hundred 
years later than mine, has nearly equaled it in the numbers 
and zeal of its devotees. 
the remarkable spread of each of these systems. They have 
all absolutely spread and become strong in consequence of 
the errors they contained. The early Christians had a very 
strong belief in the approaching end of the world, and of 


my appearing in the clouds in great glory and conveying 


them to my heavenly kingdom. This made them earnest, 
zealous, invincible. Yes, the belief in that error made them 
' unwavering and triumphant. But very little of that zeal 
and steadfast belief is to be seen in the world now. Instead 
of that simple, earnest trust, the church has become a proud, 
fashionable, rich, intolerant ecclesiastical power, wholly 
unlike early Christianity. How great has been the degen- 
eration! I taught poverty, mendicancy, and hatred of 
wealth. Do my professed followers distinguish themselves 
in following those instructions? Oh, no. No men despise 
poverty more; none go abhorrent of mendicancy; none go 
anxious to accumulate silver, gold, and other wealth of all 
kinds as those who claim to follow me. I said, “ Take 
no thought for the morrow.” Do modern Christians pay 
any heed to that injunction? By no means. They look 
ahead and calculate the chances of the future with as great 
anxiety a8 any people that ever lived. I taught to return 
good for evil; when one cheek was smitten, to turn the 
other also to be smitten; to return good for evil; to live in 
peace with all men, and to shed no human blood. Do my 
professed followers obey these injunctions? No! no! 
They not only return evil for evil, but often evil for good. 
- No men have been more vindictive, savage, and cruel. 
When they are smitten, do they refuse to strike back? No. 
No people have been readier to retaliate when injured or 
insulted, to strike back when smitten, to levy war on those 
they imagine have wronged them, and even to press the 
most merciless and devastating wars, not only upon unbe- 
lievers, but upon their own brethren of the household of 
faith. No people ia the world have done so much fight- 
ing as Christians ; none have been more merciless; none 
have shed so much blood in the same length of time; 
none have made such extensive preparations; none have 
spent so much wealth for the purpose of injuring and 
killing their fellow-beings, and they more frequently, I say, 
fight and kill their own brethren. Christians have slaugh- 
tered in war scores of millions of their fellow-men; this too 
on the most frivolous of pretexts; and have persecuted for 
opinion’s sake more than all other religions in the world. 

“<I taught simplicity, humility, justice, mercy, love, 
humanity, kindness, and long suffering, but those who now 
shout my name on all occasions, and make such loud pro- 
fegsions about their being followers of mine, are the very 
reverse of all these, They are the most proud and haughty 
people on the earth; they are guilty of the greatest injus- 
lice; they are the most unmerciful of men; they indulge in 
the most intense and relentless hatred; they are cruel and 
persecuting, depriving of their just rights those who do not 

‘yield allegiance to them; they hesitate not to cause the most 

poignant grief and unhappiness; in short, they do nothing 
that I enjoined and commanded, while they do everything 
that I disowned and forbade. They have no characteristics 
in common With myself, and they take pleasure in doing 
everything eutirely contrary to my earnest injunetions. I 
can say in truth I have not the slightest respect for them; 
I disown them and repudiate them entirely and forever. 
They are unworthy of me, and also unworthy of the love 
and respect of all honorable, honest-hearted men and 
women. : 

“< Excuse me, Mercury, said he, ‘for detaining you so 
long and intruding upon your attention so much that you 
are not materially interested in, but my mind dwells much 
on these themes, and once in a while I like to unburden it. 
There is much more I would like to say to you on cognate 
subjects, but will not weary you longer at this time. If at 
any time you feel like being button-holed again for an hour 
or two, call around and give me a chance. By the way, if 
you see that, TRUTH SEEKER man—lI believe you call upon 
him occasionally—give him my kindest regards; tell him he 
has my sympathy and that I am not unmindful of the mean 

' and dishonorable class of bigots and persecutors who are 
trying to crush him. Tell him to continue fearless and 
courageous, and assure him, though they may crush him 
to the earth and bring his life to a close, that truth will 
not die, that justice must live, and that the better part of 
his countrymen will defend him in his rights and will recog- 
nize the truths he enunciates and his zeal and earnestness in 
their defense.' 


“There, Bennett," continued Mercury for himself, “I 


guess I have pretty thoroughly tired you out with my long 


recital. I have not repeated all that Jesus said to me, but 
probably enough for one time. If you wish it, I may call 


There are good natural causes for 


upon you again, either during your short stay in this prison 
or after you regain your liberty, and give you more of his 
words, as well as say other things to you that may be 
interesting to you. You can print what I said if you wish 
to, as I know you are quite a man for printing what you 
please. I don’t think it will hurt anybody to zead it.” 

* My good friend,” I observed, “I thank you sincerely 
for your kindness in calling upon me and interesting me so 
deeply in what you have had to say. I hope you will come 
again whenever you feel like it. I have respect for such 
gods as you are, and will always be ready to communicate 
with you when agreeable to you. 1 will be just as glad 
to see you when a free man as when behind these bolts and 
bars. But let me ask you one question. You have said the 
gods are the mere thoughts and imaginations of men. Do 
these remarks apply to Jesus, or has he more reality and 
substance about him than other gods?” 

“ There is not very much difference,” he replied. ‘* His 
worshipers are more living and active than those of many 
of the other gods, but he obtained his existence as a god 
much in the same way as the others, and has about the 
same amount of absolute existence. But it is getting to be 
morning, and I must return to-the celestial regions. This 
is: All Fools’ Day morning, but you must not, on that 
account, think any the less of what I have said. Good- 
bye.” 


At that word he was gone, and I have not seen him since. 
When I awoke, all that he said was clearly impressed upon 
my mind, and I have been able to give it to you, my friends, 
pretty. correctly. I hope Ihave not wearied you beyond 
measure, but the dream seemed somewhat remarkable to 
me, and I wished to relate it to you. I repeat what I said 
in the fore part of this letter, that I believe American citi- 
zens have aright to dream and to tell their dreams if they 
can get anybody to listen to them; and I trust that this little 
bit of liberty may be theirs yet for many years. I hope 
Congress will not pass alaw making it punishable in the 
penitentiary for a man to dream even an unorthodox dream, 
with double punishment if he tells it. Our liberties are 
already much curtailed, and I hope we will be allowed to 
dream all we wish to. 

In an ordinary way I do not attach any importance to 
my dreams, and very seldom allude to them, but wheu 
Mercury comes to see me, and makes himself go interesting 
I want to let you know about it and share the pleasure with 
you . 

Now a word more and 1 am done. Mercury spoke about 
the enlargement of the work I have been writing. It is true, 
I found it grew 80 on my hands, and the subjects were so 
important, that I could not get all in the compass of a single 
volume. Solhave added to it, and now it will make two 
large octavo volumes, which I hope will interest many of 
you for years to come. Volume I. treats upon the gods, 
ancient and modern, including Jenovah, Jesus, the Holy 
Ghost, Virgin Mary, and the Bible, which latter the Protest- 
ants make a god of. Volume II. will contain a full account 
of all the principal religions of the world, including Judaism, 
Mohammedanism, and Christianity. The last will be treated 
at considerable length, and in the form of a criticism, as 
also is Judism. In view of the fact that both ancient and 
modern gods and religions are treated, the work will be 
entitled ** The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 
Times." Ithink a larger work has never been written in 
prison by any person. 

Volume I, will contain a steel-plate engraving of myself as 
before I came to prison, and Volume II, will contain a steel- 
plate engraving of myself as I am now in my prison garb, 
and representing the posture in which we are required to 
stand. Volume I. is now in press, aqd will be ready to send 
to subscribers the latter part of April. Volume II. will be 
ready in a very few weeks later—probably in May. The 
first volume will be sent at once to those who have ordered 
the work, without waiting for the completion of the second 
volume. The work would not be dear at-eight or even ten 
dollars, but wil: be sold at three dollars per volume. Those 
who have already bespoken it can take one or both volumes, 
asthey prefer. I shall sell the work to those who have 
ordered it—the two volumes—at $5.00, in nice cloth bind- 
ing, $7.00 in leather and red edges, or $8.00 in morocco and 
gilt edges. I will also sell it at the same prices to all who 
order before the first of June. The regular price per vol- 
ume will be $3.00, $4.60, and $4.50. It will be seen, then, 
that I deduct one dollar on the entire work to those who 
have already ordered, or see fit to order it before June 1st, 
The deduction will only be made to those who take both 
volumes. J assure you, my friends, the work is cheap at the 
prices I have set upon it. If you think it is not, after you 
have seen it, and wish to exchange it for other publications 
of mine, I will accommodate you. I would like to sell a 
copy of the work to ten thousand of you, but will compro- 
mise on five thousand, and really hope you will not ask me 
to make it less than one thousand. I think those who own 
it will not have occasion to regret they made the purchase. 
Send in the orders, 

I may be permitted to write you once more while here 
but will at all events be able to talk freely with you again 
after the present month. J am hopefully your friend, 

. D. M. BENNETT. 


For Mr. Bennett's Reception. 


Drar Mns. BENNETT : The day of your husband's release 
is near at hand, and we feel anxious to doa great deal to 
help make his reception a success, but we can do but little, 
and that little we do cheerfully. Inclosed please find two 
dollars for that purpose. MILo MINER, 

Angola, March 27, 1880. ` SALLIE J. MINER. 


—— ——— f ———————————— 
Ws hav Wm. MoDonnell'a new book, * Family Creeds,” 


prepared. 


in paper covers, for 75 cents. A new cloth edition is being 


The Reception. 


Last Week we announced that the reception to be ten- 
dered to Mr. Bennett would take place In Cooper Union. 
The Committee were informed that they could have the hall, 
but since then church bigotry has turned up in an unex- 
pected place. When the sub-committee appointed to secure 
the hall went to Mr. Zachos he was informed that the matter 
would hav to be laid before the trustees, and that the Hon. 
Abe Hewett, ex-Congressman, would probably decide the 
matter. Tho trustees met that evening and decided that the 


Union could not be let for the purpose. 

Deeply indignant at this manifestation of sectarian spleen, 
and feeling that as the Union is a trust for the benefit of the 
public and not the property of a narrow sect, the Committee 
prepared and gent in the following protest, accompanied by 
& paper signed by such prominent men as Hon. Abram 
Wakeman, ex-Judge Dittenhoefer, T. B. Wakeman, Ed- 
ward F, Underhill, and Mr. Post, of the New York Truth, 
regretting that discrimination should be made in the matter, 
and asking the trustees to reconsider their decision : 

Science HALL, 141 Erontu Sr., N. Y., April 5, 1880. 
To the Hon. Peter Cooper, Daniel V. Tieman, Esq., John E. 

Parsons, Esq., Hon. Wilson G. Hunt, Hon. Edward Cesp- 

er, and Hon. Abram S Hewett, Trustees of Cooper Union, 

GENTLEMEN: The undersigned, a committee appointed 
by a large and respectable meeting of citizens of New York 
to arrange for a reception, to be given to the Liberal edivor, 
Mr. D. M. Bennett, at the conciusion of his term of unjust 
imprisonment for bravely defending the cause of free 
speech and free mails, respectfully but earnestly protest 
against your action in Closing the doors of Cooper Union to 
our contemplated meeting, and ask, after we present a few 
facts, that you will reconsider your late decision as given to 
Hugh Byron Brown in reply to his application on behalf of 
this committee of which he is a member. 

In the first place, we would assure you that the meeting 
is not the conception of an irresponsible rabble. The names 
associated with it and to be represented at it either in per- 
son or by letter, are such as those of the Hon. Elizur Wright, 
the distinguished historian, James Parton, and Courtlandt 
Palmer, E:q. You will also observe by the accompanying 
paper that it has the indorsement of the Hon. Abram Wake- 
man, Judge Dittenhoefer, and other wellknown citizens. 
The names of a hundred or more equally as preminent 
could be obtainea if we had a week's time in which to apply 
for them. Those appended were obtained in a few mo- 
ments. 

Secondly, we would remind you that the old ‘‘ Cradle of 
Liberty,” Faneuil Hall, of Boston, was allowed to be used 
for a similar purpose in the summer of 1878. E. H. Hey- 
wood was imprisoned for mailing the same pamphlet for the 
mailing of which Mr. D. M. Bennett was incarcerated. 
Moreover, he (Heywood) was ita author. Faneuil Hall can 
only be. obtained on application of fifty well-known free- 
holders and the permission of the Board of Councilmen, 
The necessary names (some of Boston’s best) were immedi- 
ately given to the application, and the Common Council 
yielded prompt assent. Over six thousand people assembled 
on that occasion to express their indignation at Mr. Hey- 
wood’s impriconmont. 

The trustees in letting Cooper Union are certainly not 
responsible for the opinions uttered therein. It was let for- 
merly to Mrs. Woodhull and hundreds of others for the 
expression of views far more adverse to. those of the gen- 
eral public, and probably to your own, than any that will 
be expressed by the friends of Mr. Beunett. "They simply 
intend to express their approbation of him as an advocate 
of free thought, a free press, and free mails. We have. 
always felt a pride in Cooper Union, and the impartiality 
of its administration. We hav regarded it as the place 
above all others in New York where the cause of the people 
may be presented when their liberties or interests are 
assailed. We are unwilling to believe that you will make 
personal discriminations or adopt a tariff of sentiments by 
which its impartial use is to be limited, 

We offer this communication as a manly protest against 
the ‘‘lock-out” at Cooper Union, and not as an appeal for 
the use of the hall, for other hall8 can be obtained in any 
number, a8 we hav already ascertained. But believing you 
hav refused us under misapprehension, we desire to place 
the real facts before you in order that you may do your- 
selves, as well as this Committee, justice, The arrangements 
of this Committee are such that we must hav your final 
decision before four o'clock this afternoon, All of which is 
respectfully submitted by 

DANIEL E. Ryan, 

EpwAnRD W., BEARING, 

INGERSOLL Lockwoop, 

T. C. LELAND, 

M. REIMAN, 

Huen Byron Brown, 

A. L. Rawson, 

E B. FOOTE, BR., 

E. B. Foorz, JR., 
Reception Committee. 

By order of Reception Committee, 

E. B. FooTE, JR., Sec’y. 

To this the following answer was returned: 

New Yorx, April 6, 1880. 

Huan B. Brown, Esq., Dear Sir: Your communication 
of the 51h inst., and letter of remonstrance from Messrs. 
Ryan, Searing, Lockwood, and others, were submitted to 
the trustees at their meetiog last evening. I am requested 
by them to say that after careful consideration they decline 
to reconsider their previous decision. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. C. L. JORDAN, 
Cierk Cooper Institute, 


Pending this negotiation and final decision the Committee 
was not inactive, but went to woik to secure another place. 
On Tuesday they secured Chickering Hall, Fifth avenue 
and Eighteenth street, the finest hall in tbe city, capable of 
accomodating fifteen hundred or more. The reception will 


assuredly take place there on Sunday evening, May 2d.- 


The date has to be changed with the hall. 

It is a matter of regret to the Liberals of this city that the 
managers of Cooper Union are so narrow-minded and big- 
oted. Peter Cooper, the generous donor of this splendid 
hall, belongs to a sect which has itself felt the heavy hand 
of intolerant persecution. A few short years ago the 
Unitarians were socially and religiously sat down upon 
by their orthodex brethren, and it ill becomes them now, 
"When they are stronger, to (urn upon the Infidels and 
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exhibit the same intolerant spirit. This act will be remem- 
bered a long time, and we are mistaken also if the Hon. 
Abram S. Hewitt does not find the part he acted brought 
up some time when he is asking the suffrages of the people. 
The hall could be let to John Surratt, an accomplice in the 
murder of Lincoln, but when it is asked for a reeeption for 
an Infidel suffering from church persecution, it is coldly 
refused. It seems that in the minds of the trustees a mur- 
derous Christian is better than an honest Infidel. If that is 
the candid opinion of Peter Gooper, Daniel Tieman, J. E. 
Parsons, Wilson G. Hunt, Edward Cooper, and Abram S. 
Hewitt, we are glad they hav written it down. The public 
now know where to place them. The idea that Cooper 
. Union is a hall for the people, like Faneuil Hall, of Boston, 
must be given up, and the fact that it is a sectarian institu- 
tion acknowledged. We liv and learn in these days. 
The reception at Chickering Hall will be presided over by 
the Hon. Elizur Wright, as will be seen by his letter 


appended: 

Boston, Mass., April 2, 1880. 
T. C. LELAND, Eeg , My Dear Sir: My coolest judgment 
ig that you can do better than to hav me take the chair or 
make my speech at the Bennett reception. My heart is in 
il, but my strength is weakness in that line. I hav no gos- 
pel rivals to be bitter upon, as Paul had; but, if I had, they 
would hav some reason to say of me, as his did of him, 
['' For his letters, say they, are weighty anc powerful, but 
'' nis bodily presence is weak and his speech contemptible."'] 
(See 2 Cor. x, 10.) : 
The. meeting ought to be a success, and I hav no doubt 
will be; and, that it may be, there should be no disappoint- 
ments, You ran too much risk of one by announcing a 
month beforehand & man of my age and infirmity, who 
would not be the best at a certainty. If you wiil be so fool- 
ish, I shall ¿ry to help you out of the scrape as well as I can. 

Yours sincerely, ELIZUR WRIGHT. 


We don’t agree with Mr. Wright at all in his quotation 
from scripture, If Paul’s enemies could say it no more 
justly of him than can Mr. Wright’s, we should hav a better 
opinion of that ancient worthy than we get from the Bible. 

The Committee also received the following lettera from 
Moses Hull and J. M. L. Babcock: 

Bosron, Mass., April 2, 1880. 

T. C. LELAND, Dear Sir; I will be with you on the occa- 
sion of Mr, Bennett’s reception, and glad of an opportunity 
to unite my voice with those of the great, good, fearless 
souls of this country in welcoming the grand old hero to his 
friends. Of course the meeting wiil be a success. 

A time must surely come when justice to all such as Mr. 
Bennett willbe done. Public sentiment is becoming revo- 
lutionized. The time is not far distant when Comstock and 
his allies will be considered a disgrace by every decent 
truth loving person. - 

With many good wishes for the enterprise, 

Iam, sincerely, 
Moszs HULL. 


CAMBRIDGE, Mass., April 4, 1880. 


T. C. LELAND., Eso... Dear Sir: Your. xg aration 


A list of speakers will be given soon as all are heard 
from. j 

We hope that everybody who can will come. The meet- 
ing should be an immense one. The Committee will make 
such arrangements with the hotels that friends can be 
accommodated at very low rates, Remember, the meeting 
will be held at Ohickering Hall, corner of Fifth avenue and 
Eighteenth street, Sunday evening, May 2d, at 8 o'clock. 

———— à 9———————— 


A Card from the Committee. 


To THE Frrenps or D. M. BENNETT : The Committee of 
Arrangements desire to say to Mr. Bennett's friends every- 
where that the reception to be given him will necessarily 
cost considerable money, a large proportion of which bas 
been subscribed ; and while they do not desire to impor- 
tune them, yet if any feel a desire to contribute their mite 
toward defrayiug expenses it will be thankfully received and 
sacredly devoted to making the reception a splendid suc- 
cess, Those 80 desiring can remit to H. B. Brown, Treas- 
urer of Committee, 141 8.h street, New York city. 

DANIEL E. Ryan, 
Chairman Committee. 
————— —* .9— ————— 


Mr. Parton's Last Monthly Contribution. 


Dear TRUTH Seeker: linclose my monthly contribu- 
tion, Wishing it were ten times as large. 

You are going to giv your chief a reception, I see. This 
is well. All New York ought to turn outand mark its sense 
of the immeasurable iniquity of the sentence he is now serv- 
ing out—the worst thing done in this country under the 
forms of law since the Alien and Sedition trials of 1798. You 
will not forget, I trust, that Mr. Bennett is not as young as 
he was once, and that he has been in prison many months. 
Take good care of him. Don’t kill him with kindness, 
Let all be done with dignity and moderation, and with due 
regard to his condition. 

Very truly yours, 

Newburyport, Mass., April 2, 1880. 

— —————— 


Bundy at the Battle Creek Convention. 


To rue Enrron or THe TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Buudy 
was here at our late Convention, but his reception was 
a cold one, I assure you; so much so that he was not 
invited to make any remarks, and notwithstanding Dr. 
Spencer, of this place, made a tremendous effort by speeches 
- and by trying to force a copy of the Religio into the hands of 
every one, as they passed him, he did not, as I understand, 
pucceed in getting a single subscriber, Besides, his effort 


JAMES PARTON. 


came very near raising a regular row, so much so that 
Bundy, stepping from the rear of the audience to the front, 
begged the privilege of an explanation, and saidzthe Doctor 
had acted on his own responsibility without any conniv- 
ance or act upon his part. Harmony was finally restored, 
but many kept grating their teeth as they thought of what 
had been done. ADRIAN, 
Battle Creek, Mich, 
ot 


Paine and Washington. 


To TEE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Parson 
Dodd and other clerical calumniators of Thomas Paine are 
fond of quoting the last scathing sentence of his letter to 
George Washington. Itis, I admit, the most unfortunate 
sentence ever written by the ** Author-hero of the Revolu- 
tion,” and the only one in all his works that I would 
expunge. 

But there is some doubt that he ever did write it, and itis 
possible that àn enemy sowed that tare in order to make the 
letter still more offensive and damaging to Paine's reputa- 
tion. 

Ihav a very early printed copy of tha letter which does 
not contain the obnoxious sentence. It was published in 
Baltimore in 1802, and evidently with the cognizance and 
probable sanction of the author, who was then residing in 
Washington, only forty miles distant. It purports to be 
* copied from one printed in Baltimore in the year 1797," 
which was probably the earliest and perhaps only prior 
edition. 

` Bot even if the original letter and first publication did 
contain that final sentence, there is evidence that the author 
repented of his rashness by expunging it from the later 
edition. 

And yet if any candid man will put himself in Paine's 
place, he must be compelled to admit that there was some 
excuse if not justiflcation for the strong language even of 
the doubtful passage. Gen. Washington had been a friend 
of Paine, and had once written to him these words: 

"Your presence may remind Congress of your past ser- 
vices to this country ; and if it js in my power to impress 
them, command my best exertions with freedom, as they 
will be rendered cheerfully, by one who entertains a lively 
sense of the importance of your works (Moreau's Test. to 
Thomas Paine). 

- Now take an extract from Paine’s letter to President 
Washington in the last year of his second term: 

I was imprisoned on the ground of being born in Eng- 
gland; and your silence in not inquiring the cause of that 
imprisonment, and reclaiming me against it, was tacitly 
giving me up. I ought not to hav suspected you of treach- 
ery; but whether J recover from the illness I now suffer, 
or nct, I shall continue to think you treacherous till you 
giv me cause to think otherwise. I am sure you would 
hav found yourself more at your ease had you acted by me 


as you ought; Tor whether your desertion of me was in-|D 


tended to gratify the Euglish government, or to let me fall 
into destruction in France, that you might exclaim the 
louder against the French Revolution, or whether you hoped 
by my extinction to meet with less opposition in mounting 
up tke American government; either of these will involve 
you in reproach you will not easily shake off. 


Who of us, if he had suffered such cruel and heartless 
neglect from a former friend, whose single word would 
hav opened the prison door, would not hav felt that still 
stronger words of reprobation were justifiable ? 

But if Paine did close his letter by saying: '* The world 
will be puzzled to decide whether you are an apostate or an 
impostor—whether you hav abandoned good principles, or 
whether you ever had any," itis certain that in this instance 
and up to this time he has failed in the role of prophet. 
And although I8ay there is a doubt, from present external 
evidence, of the authenticity ‘of the above sentence, yet 
from internal evidence I should say that it came from the 
same hand that wrote ‘the tremendous invectives and ma- 
lignant sarcasms of Junius." Indeed many parts of the 
letter, like those written to Lord Howe, and like passages in 
the original draft of the Declaration of Independence, be- 
tray the strong characteristics of ‘the brilliant pen of 
Junius," which **in the plenitude of its rage gave elegance 
to bitterness,” and though it ‘‘ was drawn forth in vain” in 
1772, yet in his last words the writer promised, **If Junius 
livs you shall often be reminded of it," which promise I 
aver was fulfilled in America, Eogland, and France, 

Washington, D. O., April 4, 1880. W. I. B. 


A Characteristic Letter from Mr. Babcock. 


[We are not quite sure but our genial friend intended this 
letter to be private, but we are going to print it, anyway. — 
Ep. T. 8.] 

FREND MACDONALD: I have just returned from the 
Spiritualists’ and Liberalists’ annual convention, which was 
held at Battle Creek, Mich. It was a big thing—so much so 
that it became necessary to make use of both of the public 
halls to accommodate the multitude that was present. 
To-day they are free from debt, and hav established a free 
rostrum, Where every one May dare to express his honest 
opinion. I offered to sell twenty-five of my beautiful books 
entitled ‘Superstition, the Religion of ‘Believe or be 
Damned,’” in five lots, five for one dollar, and send the 
money to you as an expression of respect, and to aid youa 
little in the reception of the old hero, D. M. Bennett. Five 
hands went up to indicate that they would take a dollar’s 
worth of the books. I also said, if they preferred, the money 
should be given to aid the Appeal, a new Liberal paper, just 
started. A man said, ''Giv mine to the Appeal.” The 
next three were ladies, and as I delivered the books each 
one whispered, ‘‘Send my money to Mr. Bennett." Now, 
you can’t think how I did wish that I was a minister of the 
gospel, so that I could, with propriety, have kissed those 
ladies—of, course I mean a holy kiss, Your friend Moore, 


of Adrian, said, ‘‘Send my money to Bennett.” The Appeal 
got lots of subscribers, and all want it to succeed ; but the 
hearts of many seemed to say, ‘Let the old hero hav a 
reception.” I, without doubt, could hav got a good collec- 
tion for that purpose ; but the Society was in debt, and as I 
knew that they would hav to contribute largely to pay off 
the debt—and they did it—my excessive modesty would not 
allow me to ask for more. Isend you the money, and may 
Mrs. Bennett bless her husband, and may they liv long and 
be happy. Yours very truly, M. Babcock, 
St. Johns, Mich., Mar. 30, 1880. 


New Auxiliary Leagues. 


31177. Yankton, Dakota. Secretary, D. P. Willcox. 

178. Oswego, Kansas, Secretary, George F. King. 

179. Eureka, Nevada. Secretary, Henry M. Faust, Starts 
with 100 working members. 

The Yankton League organiz2d with twenty-five members, 
and promises to become a local power in educating the peo- 
ple in political matters. The most prosperous Leagues avoid 
discussing religious topics, and keep to such as are presented 
by the platform and resolutiors of the National Liberal 
League. ; A. L. Rawson, 

94 Bond street, N. Y. Bec. N. L. L. 


Letters from friends. 


FRANKTON, IND., March 30, 1880. 
Mr, EDITOR : Inclosed find five dollars to be applied on a 
copy of Bennett’s book as soon as it is out. I want the first 
book that is bound. I want in in morocco and gilt edges. 
My best wishes for Tug TRUTH SEEKER, and my most heart- 
felt sympathy for Mr, and Mrs. Bennett. - L. R. WEBB., 


DANSVILLE, Micu., March 8, 1880, 
EDITOR or TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir; Mrs. Amy Post's 
letter to Abbot has the right ring to it (what a pity we 
havn't a few more such noble women!) and T, C. Leland's 
dissection of Abbot's Eighth Demand is grand. The won- 
der is that Abbot and Bundy don't go off somewhere and 
hate themselves, and do penance for their past evil deeds, 
and theu turn over a new leaf and try and be somebody, and 
in the future keep their noses out of other people's business, 

Yours for the broadest liberty, E. J. SMITE. 


‘West UNION, Dec. 5, 1879. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER : Hav been thinking for some 
time that we, the Liberals of the United States, who hav 
not paid anything to the D. M. Bennett fund, ought to 
raise a fund for our friend, D. M, Bennett, at or near the 
time of his return from Albany, to be called the D. M. Ben- 
nett Reception Fund. As there are many of us who cannot 
be present ou his return let us send our prayer to him in 
the shape of a little money. Would like to sce the names 
of those who are willing to donate to the reception fund of 
. M. Bennett appear from time to time in Tan TRUTH 
BEEKER. The amount that he or she is willing to giv can be 
stated or not at the time your names are sent in. Kind 


friends, let us make one grand rally to the D. M. Bennett 


reception fund, hoping that it may renew his age. 
J. T. Suru. 


Coron, Micu., March 18, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH ERRER: lam glad to read in your last 
issue that there is a move in the right direction, one in 
which all lovers of liberty will readily say, Amen, There is 
no act of my life that would do me greater honor than to 
stand at the door of the Christian bastile and take by the 
hand the honorable old man, the world’s benefactor, as he 
emerges from durance vile into the sunshine of freedom. 
t Oh, how I wish I could be there !" is my constant cry. 
Let thousands go and be there in person and other thou- 
sands I know will be there in spirit to manifest their appre- 
ciation of him, of the cause for which he has suffered, and 
their condemnation of the men who placed him there. His 
name will liv in the memory of all good men and women 

long after theirs hav passed into oblivion and forgotten, 
Yours for truth and freedom, Dr. A. J, KINNE. 


PORTLANDVILLE, N. Y., March 6, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SkEKER : [ am very thankful that I hav 
at last found a paper that is published in the interests of 
humanity and freedom. Are you aware that there are 
thousands of people in this land (who hav no knowledge of 
the Liberal sentiment of your paper) who are willing and 
ready to giv it their support, and stand by truth until death ? 
I tell you.the waters are disturbed. People are thirsting 
after truth and freedom of conscience. They must and will 
hav it. Superstition and slavery must giv way to the light 
of science and truth. Let us stand to the siege, and do not 
giv up the fight, for we are in the right. ‘The time for men 
to stand and show their bravery is wheu the enemy charges. 
I tell you, sit, when superstitious priestcraft lays its vile 
hand upon and points its bloody weapons at the free insti- 
tutions of this government, procured to us by rivers of blood 
drawn from our forefathcrs’ veins—I gay when it seeks to 
lay its treacherous, bloody hand upon the freedom of con- 
science, which should be dearer to man than life itself, it is 
time for every loyal heart to rally to the standard, and raise 
the banner of light, truth, and freedom ! 


For my part, I feel that I am ready to shed the last drop - 


of my blood in defense of liberty of conscience, freedom, 
and equality to all mankind, regardless of nation, sex, or 
color. ''Love and Equality,” is my motto. 

I supposed I was nearly alone in the belief of the errors 
of the Bible and the superstitions of mankind, until I 
received your paper yesterday, whea I was very happy to 
learn my mistake. 

I was invited to deliver & discourse at the Christian praise 
meeting of this place, a few weeks ago. I ventured to giv 
them my idea of man and the Bible, for which I hav received 
slander and hatred by some of my former best friends. But 
I cannot help it. I fecl that truth is preferable to the 
friendship of man. 

A cheerful word to D. M. Bennett. Be of good courage. 
If you hav done wrong forsake the wrong and go about your 
duty cheerfully, and you will hav the support of the best 
men and women that America affords. Your imprisonment 
will not be detrimental to you and the good cause in the 
end if you are determined on doing right, My whole heart 
and sympathy are with you. 

o9 Yourg truly, PETER BOULE, 
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Whence Are We? 


BY W., P. 


The question now is, how our kind 
E're came to liv uvon the earth ? 

Hav we evolved, body and mind, 
From animals of lower birth ? 


Religionists file their demur 
To Darwin’s facts and theories; 
Trembling in constant dread and fear 
Over their old theologies. 


Suppose we hav evolved from monkeyr, 
And feel ashamed of our ancestors! 
Let’s try to rise above the donkeys, 
Nor hav them longer for our tutors. 


Though Balaam’s ass rebuked his rider, 
And proved him out an arrant fool; 

Our modern prophete, like that master. 
Still need the donkey’s school and rule. 


Of all the senses known to man 

The common is the most uncommon, 
Since every tribe and every clase, 

From Calvin down to Jo Smith's Mormon. 


Are bolstering up thelr superstitlon, 
Empty, without a ray of scienca, 

Still working gricvous imposition, 
By follleg, lia’, and false pretense. 


A God scrape? up a li'tle slime, 
Forms it into a full-grown man, 

Puts him to sleep for the fist time, 
Carves out arib and forms a woman. 


This silly story, In the eyes 
Of ail the poor priest-rldden clan, 
Kites them above the learned and wise, 
And all the truths adorning man. 


But now we hope the time’s at hand . 
When brains will move in common sense, 
When useful science through our land 
Shall dissivate all blind nonsense, 


A Saintly Spree. 


In ancient days it came to pass, P 
St, Peter and St. Paul, alas! 
Went out, each seated on an ass, 

To bum around Jerusalem. 


They called at taverns great and small; 

First Peter treated, then St. Paul, 

Till from their asses both did fall— 
These bummers of Jerusalem. 


They shout and roar, oh, shame! oh.shamel 

And each of them did loudly claim 

That Champagne Charlie was his name— 
These bawlers of Jerusalem. 


At ler gth when they had had enough. 

They sat themselves cigars to puff— 

And then commenced a-playing bluff, 
Those gamblers of Jerusalem. - 


Two Yanks into the bar-room eame. 

The one was blind, the other lame; 

Says Paul, “ Let’s play a four-hand game 
Of euchre, in Jerusalem,” 


He touched the blind and then the lame, 

And both of them all right became, 

And then sat down to play the game 
Called euchre, in Jerusalem. 


But both the saints were rather slow, 
And with the Yanks they had no show, 
For they had come from Chicago 

To clean out old Jerusalem. 


Bo Paul and Pete were quickly beat, 

And then stuck in to pay the treat; 

And both the Yanks took " whisky neat," 
To drink, in old Jerusalem. 


They tossed the dice to see who'd pay, 

That’s much the best and shortest way; 

But saints don’t toss dice every day, 
Not even iùn Jerusalem. 


Bt. Paul threw tirst—eighteen he made 
(The dice were cogged, I'm much afraid); 

* You can't beat that, old man,” he said, 
"And no one in Jerusalem.” 


Br. Peter muttered, ‘Sacre bleu.” 

He took the dlee, nineteen he threw! 

Bays Paul, " Come, that'll do for you, 
You fraud of old Jerusalem !" 


At length their money all was spent, 
And each home to his hash-house went, 
And didn’t come out till after Lent, 
To spree around Jerusalem. 
—Infidel Monthly. 


Our Rest. 


TO BUSAN H, WIXON.—DY GEORGE LYNN. 


Is it true, dear sister, you're weary of earth? - 
Are its shadows and sorrows so dark and 


drear 
That the spiritand mind, with their priceless 

worth, 
Bhould pass on to their rest likethe dying 

year? 


Hav the battles of life made you sad and faint 
TI} the royalest gifts are as worthless dross? 
Hav life’s gains with the sunshine that love will 
paint 
Been as naught compared to its trials and 
loss? 


If 80,to my sceming, your thoughts must hav 
run 
In lines strangely fretted, akin to despair. 
Whose vapors and mists nearly shrouded the 


sun 
Of your hopes with their doubts and canker- 
ing care. s 
“The birda and the blossoms and stars over- 
head ” 
Are some of our teachers, whose beauty sub- 
lime 
Never hints that inclosed in the realms of the 
dead 
The soul ever sleeps through the annals of 
time, ` 


—.. Ge Truth Seeker, April 1, 1880. | 
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I know that these bodies of ours will decay ; 
That mind, through their medium, will seem- 
ingly fail; 
That all our externals are passing away 
Like the mists of the morn from sunlight and 
gale; 
That weariness comes like the evening shades 
To wrap in its mantle the heart and the mind, 
And soothes them to rest While the outer world 
fades 


I 
And the soul drops its fetters its freedom to 


find. 


Our earth-life is partly a sketch of the true, 
With dark lines, or light, as the picture re- 
quires, 
While time groups in order each fast-changing 
view 
That nature demands in her constant desires. 


The state of the present is simply the shell 
Of the spirit that waits its breaking to free 
The mind. whose immortal unfoldings shall 
tell 
The life that is waiting for you and for me. 


When the earth, with its wrongs, ite friendship, 
and leve, . 
Has answered the use of our spirits that wait 
For scenes undiscovered, wherein they may 
prove 
Their boundless resources, 
estate, 


We may know that our loss is & gain in disguise, 
That trials and sorrows are lessons we need, 
Working out with precision, much to our sur- 
prise, 
Their uses with death for our lives to succeed. 


I pray for the rest that shall bring tothe soul 
A knowledge of justice and mercy and love, 
Where reason shall rule with its welcome con- 

trol, 
While minds vie with minds in haste to ap- 
prove.” 
And I steadily trust that time will reveal 
The fact that mankind in the future shall be 
Redeemed from the errors which keenly we feel, 
When vest with the truth is the state of the free, 
Lockport, Il, March 4, 1880. 


their higher 


VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
vhysician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove. 


ures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 
exual iseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abusé in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and 
other causes, producing some of the fol- 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), p ness 
of Sight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Hoelety of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas. Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, ete,, etc. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor’s latest and greatest medical discovery. 
and which he has so far prescribed for this 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many had 
Falling Sickness— Fits ; others upon the verge 
of Consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system.  Gonorrhos, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, All diseases of 
women such as Frolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhea, 
etc., treated with equal success, 

Ds. R. P. FELLOWS has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of eases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given up by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the aid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr.Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
leines to reach the cause of the complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 

PRIVATE MEDICAL CIROULAR 


Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhaa, and contain- 
Ing cures sworn to before a magistrate, which 
ia positive and convincing testimony to the 
Destor’s great skill. 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Inclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENEER Writes; " Mr, Blenker 
has been under his (Dr. Fellow's) care for some 
months; is being treated by him for partial 
deafness and chronic catarrh, both of which in- 
firmities seem gradually yielding to the doc- 
tor’s remedies. There is no warmer friend to 
progress and mental freedom among ali the 
readers of our beloved TRUTH SEEKER than 
good Dr. Fellows, and if you are afflicted with 
any of the thousand ills that flesh is heir to, 
hope you will oneand all giv our Liberal friend 
an opportunity to make you well again—to 
render the physica] casket a fit receptacle for 
the jewel of the mind, which is 'rHE ALL that 
makes us what we are and renders us worthy of 
the love, admiration, and respect of our kind.” 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LECITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 

A Discourse by 


WILLIAM DENTON, 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER., It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-iooked-for'outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 

Price 10 cents. D. M. BENNETT. 

141 Eighth Street. N. X. Olty. 


I| according to the right reserved to pay it before 


-= Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East,” “ Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
bick and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets. but 
as living beings.— Pall Mall Gazette. 


Power. eloquence, and originality character- 
ize " Nathaniel Vaughan " to a degree very un- 


| usual among modern novels.—Illustrated Lon- 


don News. 
An independent and respectable study of 


j Character in the law of circumstance such as 
| even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 


to own. It is really an artistic composition, 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the eanvas.— Westminster Review. 


D. M. BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Eighth St.. N.Y 


THE MARTYRDOM OF MAN, 


A Compendium of Universal History 
BY WINWOOD READE. 
SECOND EDITION. 


Large clear type, toned paper, broad mar- 
ging, extra cloth, 12mo, 543 pp., $1.75. 


Mr, Reade's historica! survey of the world of 
nature and man, marvelous as it is, in its mul- 
titude of details, in its comprehensive sweep. 
in its ter3e, splendid paragraphs, in its evi- 
dence of wide and careful reading. and its gen- 
eral accuracy, gives the impression of a reading 
as immense as that of Hume. Gibbon, or of 
Buckle. 

ExTRAOT.— The good in this world predom- 
inates over the bad; the good is ever in^reas- 
ing, the bad is ever diminishing, But.if God is 
ove, why ia there &ny bad at all? Is the world 
like a novel, in which the villains are put in to 
make it more dramatic, and in which virtue 
only triumphs in thethird volume? It is cer- 
tain that the feelings of the created hav in no 
way been considered. If, indeed, there were a 
judgment-day, it would be for man to appear at 
the bar. not as a criminal, but as an accuser, 
What has he done that he should be subjected to 
a life of torture and temptation? God might 
hav made us all happy, and he has mada us 
miserable. Is that benevolence? God might 
hav made us all pure, and he has made us all 
sinful. Is that the perfection of morality? If 
I believed in this man-created God, in this 
dlvine Nebuchadnezzar, I would say, You can 
make me livin your world, O Creator, but_you 
cannot make me admire it; you ean load me 
with chains, but you cannot make me flatter 
you; vou ean send me to hell-fire, but you can- 
not obtaln my esteem. And if you condemn me, 
you Condemn yourself. If [ hav committed 
sins, you invented them, which is worse. Ifthe 
watch you hav made does not go well, whose 
fault is that? Is it rational to damn the wheels 
and the springs ? 

AUTHORBITIES.—OnN Egypt, Wl!kInsou, Rawlin- 
son’s Herodotus, Bunsen; Ethiopia or Ab- 
yssinia, Bruce, Baker, Lepstus; Oarthage. Hee- 
ren’s African Nations, Niebuhr, Mommsen; 
East Africa, Vincent’s Periplus. Gulliain, 
Hakluyt Soolety’s Publications: Moslem Af- 
rica (Oentra)), Park, Caille. Denham and Clap- 
perton, Lander. Barth, Ibn Batuta, Leo Afri- 
canus; Guinea and South Africa, Azurara. 
Barros, Maior, Hakluyt Purchas. Livingstone, 

Assyria, Bir H. Rawlinson, Layard; India. 
Max Muller, Webber; Persia, Heerens' Asiatic 
Nations; Central Asia, Burnes, Wolff, Vambery ; 
Arabia, Niebuhr, Caussin de Perceval, Sprenger, 
Deutsch, Muir, Burckhardt, Burton, Palgrave: 
Palestine, Dean Stanley, Renan, Dollinger, Spi- 
noza, Robinson, Neander. 

Greece, Grote, O. Meller, Curtius, Heerens, 
Lewes, Taine, About, Becker's Charicles; Rome, 
Gibbon. Macaulay, Becker’s Gallus; Dark Ages, 
Hallam, Guizot. Robertson, Prescott, Irving; 
Philosophy of History, Herder, Buckle, Comte 
Lecky. Mill, Draper; Science, Darwin, Lyell, 
Herbert Spencer, Huxley, Tyndall, Vestiges of 
Oreation, Wallace, Tylor, Lubbock. 

It ig really B remarkable book, in wach uni- 
versal history is * boiled down” with surprisin; 
skill.”— Literary World. M es 

You turn over his pages with a fascination 
similar to that experienced in reading Wash- 
ington Irving.—Jnter- Ocean. 

i is hietoty has a continuity arush; & Carry- 
ng power, which reminds us strikingly of Gib- 
bon. —New Haven Palladium, 

The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has a style that reminds us of Macau- 
iay, —Penn Monthly. | 

We could scarcely hay supposed it possible for ! 
any writer, however gifted, to put Into one vol- | 
umo, de eee in size ana price ee much reli- 

e rmation, sound logic, and inspirin 
thought.—Literary Review. 5 s 


GREENBACK-LABOR CHRONICLE 


Hon. F, M. Foaa, " Founded b A 
CoL. J. H. BLOOD, j Ep'ns, | OH LU In eae 
THE Oldest, Livest, Cheapest,Greenback-Labor : 
Journal jn the country. 

Devoted to the interests'of labor, the'econom- 

tonl gnd just aletribution of tho Products of 
,&nd a gelentifie finance tem— 
that wiil not rob labor to enrich alenen. MA 
PLATFORM, 

1, The United States paper dollar t 
unit of value, bearing this imprints Galen 
States Money—One Doliar. Receivable for pub- 
lic dues and logal tender for private debts, 
. 2. Theimmediate payment of the bonded debt 


maturity by Section 3693, Revised Statutes, U, S. 
3, Government loans to the people through 
states, counties, cities, and towns, to be paid, 
after five years, in twenty annual installmente, 
atono por cont por annum jax. bli 
s ernment conduct of publie tran - 
tion and telegraphs. E duis 

5. Government aid to homestead settlarg. 

6. Universal adult suffrage. 3 

7. Abolition of legal debts. 

8. Abolition of the death-penalty by U. 8. law, 
and the substitution of reformatory labor for 
punishment by imprisonment for crime, 

A large 32-column paper. plain type, $1.00 a 
year, in advance; 3 months, 25 cents, Send for 
sample copy, Every yearly subscriber receives 

The Life of General B. F, Butler," as apre- 
mium, a book of several hundred pages, and an 
authoritative biography of this distinguished : 
citizen. FOGG, BLO i 
Pubiishers, 


|J READ THIS LIST 


OF 
STANDARD WORKS. 


Pablished by D. M. BENNETT, 
, 141 Eighth St., New York, 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers, by D. M. bunns, 
Biitor of THs ‘inuru SEEKER. Octavo; 
second editicn; enlarged and revised. Being 
the biographies and important doctrines of 
the most distinguished teachers, philoso- 
phers, reformers, innovators, founders of 
new schools of thought and religion, disbe- 
lievers in current theology, and the deepest 
thinkers and most active humanitarians of 
the world, from Menu down through the 
succeeding three thousand years to our own 
time. Price, cloth. $3; leather, $4; mo- 
rocca, gilt edges. $4.50. 

The Champions of the Church: 
"heir Crimes and Persecutions. By 
D. M. BENNETT. Biographical sketches of 
eminent Christians, from the time of the 
reputed founder of Christianity to the 
present. A companion book to ‘The 
World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” 
Containing a correct history of the distin- 
guished ornaments and diabolical characters 
of the church. A. full account is given of 
the bloody wars which Christianity has ia- 
humanly waged to spread its rule. It also 
givesa history of Jesuitism for three centu- 
ries The whole is based upon Christian 
authorities. Price, cloth, $35 leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Analysis of Religious Belief. By 
Viscount AMBERLEY, son of Lord John 
Russell, who was twice Premier of England. 
Complete, from the London edition. This 
remarkable work has attracted unusual stten- 
tion in England. It is the work of a brilliant 
young lord of Christian parents, who was 
brought up inthe Christian faith, but who, 
upon investigation and reflection, became a 
decided unbeliever ; the result of which is 
the elaborate work here named, the prepara- 
tion of which occupied him several years, 
Price, cloth, $83 leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

The Great Works of Thomas 
Paine, Complete. New edition. The 
cheapest and best éver Bold. Contains Life 
of Paine; his theological writings—the Age 
of Reason, Examination of Prophecies, 
Reply to Bishop Llandaff, Letter to Mr. 
Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter to Camille 
Jordan, Of the Religion of Deism ; his po- 
litical Writings—Common Sense, The Crisis 
(Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), and The Right. 
of Man. All in one octavo volume. with s 
fine steel portrait of Paine. Cloth, ; 
leather, $45 morocco, gilt, $4.50. 

Supernatural Religion: An In- 
quiry into the Reality of Divine 
RevejJation, Decidediy the ablest work 
in this line ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
terest than this. It was issued anonymous);, 
and ibe great inquiry was, ‘‘Who is the 
author ?' It is most damaging to the claims 
of Christianity, and its positions and state- 
ments have never been refuted by the clergy, 
It is very scholarly, and enters into the. ex- 
amination of the original Greek in detail and 
with great exactness. Three 8vo vclumes in 
one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 
which sells at $15.00. The London Zmes, 
in speaking of ‘this great work, uses this lan- 
guage: ‘‘ No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 
and effect on the thinking part of the com- 
munity as this work. It has done more to 
open the eyes of the ignorant and credulous, 
and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and 
superstition, than any other book.” Pub- 
lished complete in a volume of 1,000 pages, 
with afullindex, at the following low prices: 
$5.5 $4; leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, 
: $5.50. 

Nature’s Revelations of Charac- 
ter; or, Physiognomy Lilustrated, 
Being the moral and volitive dispositions of 
mankind as manifested in the human form 
and countenance. By Josera Simms, M.D. 
This work is the fruit of twenty years’ dili- 
gent observation of nature, and presents a 
new and complete analysis and classification 
of the powers of the human mind and body, 
together with the physiognomical signs by 
which every faculty is disclosed. In one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 260 
cuts. Price, clo:h, $35 leather, $43 mo- 


: roceo, gilt «docs, $4.50. 


Paine’s Theological Works. In 
one volume, comprising Ape of Reason, Ex- 
amination of Prophec:es, Reply to Bishop 
Liandsff, Letter to Mr. Eskine, Essay on 
Dreams, Of the Religion of Deism, ete., 
with a Life and fine steel portrait of Paine. 
Cloth, $1.50. 

Paines Political Works. In one 
volume, comprising Common Sense, The 
Crisis (Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), The Rights 
of Man, and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait. Cloth, $1.50. 

The Age of Reason. By THOMAS 
PANE. Large type. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
90 cents. 


The Age of Reason and the Ex- ' 


amination of Prophecies. By Taom- 
AS Paring. Large type, Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cent. 

Common Sense. By Tuomas PAINE, 
His first and most important political work, 


OD & CO., Auburn, Me. | Paper, €& cents. a a 


The Truth Seeker, April 10, 1880. 
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The Religion of “Believe or Be Damned.” 


OPEN LETTER 
TO THE 


St. Johns School Board 


M. BABCOCK. 


This book contains an in- 
goired PHOTOGRAPH of the 
‘GOD that’s being worshiped at 
the expense of the district in 
our public schools; the God 
hat”. overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that’s wanted in the 
O»nstitutlon; the gentleman 
that owns some three billion 
dollars’ worth of untaxed 


church property ; the '"'80-help- 
me" God that makes alie the 
truth in court; the God that 
governors besought to stop the 
yellow fever, which he didn't 
do, The picture is worth the 
price of the book. 

Price, 25 cents. For sale by 


THEOLOGY AT WORK. 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth street, New York. 


ANDREW STONE, Mi.D., 


Physician for the Last Twenty-three 
Years to the Troy Lung and Hy- ~ 
glenic Institute, Founder of the 
New Magnetic College, and 
Author of '*'The New 
Gospel of Health," 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmonary 
Consumption, Asthma, Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 
Diphtheria, Catarrh, and ai diseases of the air 
passages, by inhalation of his system of cold or 
gool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach from being 
perverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 

een the practice of antiquated systems. * 


By this WONDERFULLY PERFECTED sys- 
tem, patients are Successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
outthe necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—based 
in the first place, upon a searching DIAGNOSIS 
of each case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning's urine (urinary Sanguinis), showing 
the condition of the blood, or prone ex- 
amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 

oth,as may be deemed essential, where per- 
sonal presence is not had. 


FEES.—For the first month, $16, ineludin 
analysis and diagnosis; or $36 for a course o 
three months’ treatment, securing inhaler, with 
is foun e neede Wu 

ound. to j ied 6 Anfi- matic, 
e nt ° The. Anti-Beptic, The 
agnetie Blood. BO, W. effectual reme- 
dies for Cough, for NightSweats; Vital Tonics 
Magnetic ¥mbrocations and Plasters for relief 
of Pain and Soreness, and every medicament, 
magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to each 
patient. Thousands of patients are thus an- 
nually successfully treated at their own homes 
that are not personally attended, because, un- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
stantly deputed in each case, bringing about 
wonderful visible effects. 


Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Urinology, in Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 
gressive physicians that cannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 

The art of healing taught in this Oollege com- 
bines the science of Auimal and Vital Magnet- 
ism, Medicated Electr icity, Equalizing and Ad- 
justing the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 

using into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 

System Vital Foree by Impartation and Induc- 
tion of Psychic Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers. 


The vitalizing magnetic power of healing by 
Sun and Médicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
of effete matter by cutaneous secretion. The 
doctrine taught at this College is emphatically 
to construct, to build up, to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 


Analysis and full report of case made for $5, 
independent of any treatment. Packages 
transmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 
Hon, and stamps for return answers must be 
{nclosed in all cases, or no reply will be made. 


Address, ANDREW BTONE, M. D., Con- 
sulting and Atending Fhysician, Bowery 
Place, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y. 17 


CHRONIC DISEASES. f 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, thè 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, loading 
to thom are plainly treated P that plainest o 
books, PLAIN HOME TAL EMBRACING 
MEDIOAL COMMON BENSE — neariy 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E. B. FOOTE, 
of 120 Lexington Ave. New York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19, 1878, Mr. Bennett's 
Trora BzzxEB thus speaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: " We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is a man of th 


e highest incentives and 


motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- |. 


ing and improving his fellow-beings by giving 
sueh information as is well caiculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medical works possess the highest value, 
and hav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, prsiente, pad moral lessons which he 
as go ab!y imparted, 

Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are a 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE, Frico of me EN popune Edi- 

on, by mail, postage prepaid, only $1.60, - 
tents table free. AGENTS WANTED. 
MURBAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

129 East 28th Street. New Xork. 


JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
HET containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 

25. 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the Pentateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 
phlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and sevonty-fvo Dages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logice, inimitable in its style. and 
filled with wit. satire, eloquence, and pathos, 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILES, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50. 2 
Small Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.26. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
r-of-thie-great-Apostie:;| 
of Liberty Should hav at least one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Sanony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperialor large size . . . . 40 cants 

Photo or card size Bale ef wu 20 " 

Life-size Lithograph, 21x27 . . . 560 " 
Postage paid. 


D. M, BENNETT. 
141 Eran TH St.. New YOBE. 


per day at home, Samples 
BO to B20 Dod as tree Address BTIN- 
SON & 00 Portland Maina iyo 

$66 aweek in your own town. Terms and 


$5 outfit free. Address H. HALLETT & 
OO.. Portland. Maine. 1v2i 


$72 A WEEK, $122 day at home easily made. 
Outfit free, Address TRUE & Co.. Augusta, 


Maine. 


W. S. Bell’s Lectures. 


1. Thomas Paine. 
2. Jesus Christ. 


1, Hell, and Persecution. 

2. What Has Freethought to Of- 
fer in Place of Christianity ? 

8. Revivals of Religions. 


PRESS NOTICES. 


He is a good speaker, a perfect gentleman, 
a scholar, and well acquainted with the subjects 
on, which he speaks.—ONE OF HIS AUDIENOE, 
in ‘Ipswich Chronicle.” 


uent speaker. His points are clear and dis- | 
tinet, and he does not fail to convince—" Hull’s 
Orucible.” 


Mr. Bell is a gentleman of fine scholarly at- 
tainments and a very pleasing speaker.—"' Ban- 
ner of Light.” f 


Mr. Bell is a pleasing speaker, polite to oppo- | 
nents, but. of course, radical in his views.— | 
" Marietta Register." 


Bro. Bell is a first-class speaker, and handles | 
his subjects in a masterly manner.—Mn8. FRANE | 
Korang, in “Boston Investigator.” 


He is a gentleman of recognized superior : 
ability not only as a public speaker, but in the 
use of his pen.—" New Bedford Signal.” 


For terms, etc., address 
l W. S. BELL, 
No. 73 Fourth St., New BEDFORD, Mass. | 


JUST ISSUED. 
AFREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form ; 
shows how Ohronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice. It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sone by mall to any one Sending thelr addrons 
and a three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing, : 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO, 
129 East 28th Street, N, X. 


| 
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Co 
Mr. Bellis a profound thinker and an elo-! Woman, and Child,” “ Declaration of Independ- 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


EPITOME 


OF THE. 


Sixteen Saviors or None; Positive Philosophy 


OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


eal Gun. 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. PERRY'S “ Six- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr, Perry. who is the literary editor of -the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars.of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isa review of Kersey Graves’ Sixteen 
Orucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 


"| overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 


fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav metand answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most iuteresting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Court.” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selves, but condemn each other, showing some 
of them ere not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This feature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the -utter failure 
of Mr, Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn "' state's ovi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
-world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr, Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, " A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not & zreage spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work comprises about 200 pages. 
j : Price, paper, 79 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 


LOVE AND TRANSITION ; 


AN EPIC AND ARGUMENT. 


190 Pages well bound, . a e $1.00, 
WOMAN’S WAY OUT: 
Thirty-five Essays on Dress . . 10 cents. 


PROGRESS vs. FASHION: 
Full Essay on Dress, 10 cts., post paid, from 
i this office. 


Six Lectures on Astronomy, 


By Pror. RIOHABD A, PROOTOR. 

Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall. 
this city, in the winter of 1876-6, and were re. 
ported honographically expressly for THE 

RUTH SEEKER by Miss M. 8. Gonteharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever de- 
livered by Professor Proctor, and oughtto be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents. 


The titles of the Lectures are: 


I, Growth of Worlds 
IL Life and Death of Worlds. 
TII. Other Worlds than Ours. 
IV. Other Suns than Ours. 
V. The Great Mysteries of the Universe, 
VI. Religion and Astronomy. 


D. M. BENNETT. 141 Elehth st.. N. Y. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION. 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures.” 


ConTENTS.— ‘The Gods,” “Humboldt,” “Thos, 
Paine”? " Individuality,” '" Heretics and Her- 
egies,” Price, 50 cents. 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures.” 


NTENTS.—’ The Ghosts,” “ Liberty of Man, 


ence,” " Farming in Illinois," "Speech at Oin- 
cinnati,” “The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream.” Price 50 cents. 


Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 
Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York. at the following 
priees: 
Imperial, or large $126... .«««-«. 40 cents. 
Roto, or card $126... .......... 20 cents. 
Life-size lithograph, 21x27...... 50 cents. 


Postage paid. ‘ 


Either of the above Volames 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25. 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t., New York, 
UDHE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OB THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY .and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Just out. By 


COURTLANDT PALMER. 
Price, 26 cents. k 


KN 


AND 
RELICION 5 HUMANITY. 


THIRD EDITION, with OHART and INTRO- 
DUCTION. By T. B, WAKEMAN, Esq, 
Just out. Price, 25 cents, 


OW THYSELF! 


E untold miseries that re- 
x è 


H 

T sult from indiseretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medicai work pub- 
lished by the PEABODY MED.« 
IGAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
yntitled The Science of Life; 
ime / or, Self Preservation. Ex. 
hausted vitality, nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 
. Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. Itis a standard medical work, 
the bestinthe English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded a gold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price ofthebook, Bound in French 
cloth : price only $1, sentby mail post-paid. 

The London Lancet says 0 person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. 

The author refers by perpleeion to JOB. 8, 
FISHER, President; W. 1. P, INGRAHAM, vice- 
President; i5 PAINE, M.D.; 0,8. GAUNT 


Philadelphia; also Hon. P. A, BISSELL, M.D., 
President of the National Medical Association. 


Address Dr. W. H. PAR- 
KER, No.4Bulfinch street, HE AL 
THYSELF 


Boston, Mass. The author 
may be consulted on all dis- 
eases requiring skill and ex- 
perience. 


BIBLE OF BIBLES: 
TWENTE-SEVEN 


‘DIVINE REVELATIONS, 


CONTAINING 
ALSO A DELINEATION OF THE OHARAO- 
TER OF THE 


Principal Personages of the 
CHRISTIAN BIBLE, 


AND AN l 
Examination of their Doctrines, 


BY KERSEY GRAVES, 


Author of "The World's Six- 
teen Crucified Saviors,” and 
“Biography of Satan.” 


The ground gone over by Mr. Graves 
in the course of this new work is simply as- 
tounding, and the literary labor performed ig 
worthy of receiving the approximate ree 
ward of an extensive reading at the hands of 
the publie. In the sixty-six chapters into 
which the book is divided, almost every queg- 
tion of interest which arises in the mind at the 
mention of tho word BIBLE is considered in 
that straightforward style which has made the 
yolumes of Mr. Graves 80 extensively sought 
after. 


Oloth, large 12mo., 440 pp. Price, $2.00, 


tage free. 
po D. M. BENNETT. 
141 8th at.. Naw York, 


Revelations of Antichrist 


CONCERNING 
Christ and Christianity, 


“This volume gives us mountains of evidence 
that the Ohrist of the Bible was never born, 
never crucified. never died. . . It contains 
more deep researches into the far back pages 
of antiquity than any volume I ever read. 
ANTIOHRIST proves from history that James 
Kepha (Cephas, alias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Ohristian era, and so did Jesus 
Obrist—indeed, many Christs and many by the 
nameofJesus, . . In my precious collection 
of Liberal works I hav placed this last valuable 
acquisition first and foremost of all.” 

ihe Bodie Vans ELMINA T P, Sunnxen, 

e book contains 446 pages. avery f 
Index and tabie of contents. Price. $200. u 


THE ROOT OF THE MATTER, 
SAMSON : 


A M vth-Storv of the Sun. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ae- 
eording.to the Holy Men 
of Old. 


The author of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythical in ita character. He presents 
us a number of copies to be disposed of in the 
interest of Tux TRUTH BEEKEB. All who pure 
chase will therefore aid THE TRUTH SEEKEB to 
the amount of their purehase, or add to the 
Bennett fund as they may choose. 

Samson, 20 cents; Gospel of the Kingdom. 4 
vols.. each, 80 cents. 


SAU 


The Truth Seeker, April 10, 1660. ` 


MRS. H. S. LAKE | 


OF CALIFORNIA 
Liberal and Freethought Lecturer 


Will receive calls to lecture before Liberal or 
Rpiritualistia societies on moderate terms. 
The following are titles of some of her lectures: 


Infidel Integrity versus Christian Creed. 
Saparation of Church and State, 
The Epiritual Philosophy, what it is and what 
8 not, 
The Sunday Question. 
Thomas Paine, Patriot and Hero. 
Crime and its Causes; or, What shall we do 
to be saved ? 
After Liberalism, What ? 
: Lite beyond the Grave. 
Jesus Christ. the Reformer. 
The Three T yrannles. 
The Old Error aad the New Truth. 
The Setentifle Aspect of Prayer, ete., eto. 


VOLUNTARY OPINIONS OF THE PRESS, 


A lecture replete with eloquenee.—San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle. 

Bhe is a powerful advocate of the cause she 
has espoused.—San Jose Mercury. 

Mrs. Lake is the best lady lecturer that hes 
ever appeared before a Portland audience.— 
Portland Oregonian, : 

As a Speaker sne is vastly superior to any 
woman wa bav ever heard; for beauty of dic- 
tion, depth of thought, and graee in delivery 
she is remarkable.—Salem ( Qr.) Record. 

She has the power of entrancing her audi- 
ence, and, by her eloquence, commanding the 
Bon Dock of those most opposed to her.— Corvallis 

azette. 

Mrs. Lake is one of the finest orators we hav: 
ever listened to. Can hardly be excelled by any 
sneaker on this coast, either man or woman,— 
Yreka Journal. , 

Her eloquence and masterly style giv evi- 
dence of a highly cultivated mind as well asa 
complete comprehension of her subject.—Zure- 
ka CNev.) Sentinel. ` 

Whatever cause she espouses has in heran 
advocate of more power and brillianey than is 
usually found on the rostrum, and her infu- 
ence will be feit wherever she goes.—Council 
Bluffs Nonpareil. 

Pieasant appearance, graceful carriage, a 
good elocutionist, eloquent, using well-chosen 
&nguage to express her ideas.— Clinton Herald, 

Mrs. Lake is a brilliant speaker, finely eul- 
tured, a trained elocutionist, and a powerful 
advocate of truth, reason, and constitutional 
liberty.—Le Claire Pilot. 


Bhe may be addressed, Clinton, Iowa. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Biropigny and But in Ohampagne, France, 
wholly &bjured religious dogmas, and left as his 
“Last Willand Testament” to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled ” Qom- 
mon Sense,” 

This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. homas Paine’s “Age 
of Reason "is mere mAk and water to it, and 
Voltaire’s "Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so well. 

Price. cloth, $1.50 ee EASTON: 

rice, cloth, $1.50; paper. $1.00, 
D. M. BENN XI", 14) Burhth Bt. N. Y. 


FAMILY CREEDS, 


BY 

WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
Author of “EXETER 

HALL,” “HEATHENS OF THE 


HEATH,” ete. 

To any who hav read either of this 
favorite Liberal writer’s other ro- 
mances, it only need be said that this 
468 pp. 


js not inferior to them. 
In cloth, $1.25. 


For sale by ` 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y. 


ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, 


Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural Address 


and the famons articles of 
Prof. Tyndall ana Sir Henry Thompson 
ON PRAYER. 
With Portrait and Biographical Sketch of 
Prof. Tyndall. And opinions of his ser- 
vices by the eminent scientist, Prof. 


H. HELMHOLTZ. 

Paper, 12mo, 105pp., 25 cts.; cloth, heavy 
tinted paper, 50 cts. Inaugural and por- 
trait only, 12mo, paper, 69pp., 10 cts. 

Prof. Tyndall has inaugurated a new era in 
selentific development, and has drawn the 
sword in a battle whose clash of arms will 
presently resound through the civilized world. 
—N. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 

Prof. Tyndall Orosses the Rubicon.—Itis the 
opening address of the president of the most 
important convention of scientific men in the 
world. Every line of it breathes thought, 
power. eloquence, It is in many respects one 
o fthe most extraordinary, utterances of our 
im oN, T, Tribune 


SOCIALISM. 


A REPLY TO 
ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D. D. 


BY AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST. 
12mo, 67pp., 25 cts. ; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
celves a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall. It is against his 
passiveness that “Socialist” erles out. Isthere 
no help forthe miserable? he asks. The doc- 
trine that government should merely "protect," 
he attacks, and insists that it should “assist,” 
also, While he does not believe that “ property 
is robbery," or wholly subscribe to "the world 
owes me a living," he affirms “the world owes 
me a chance to make a llving,"— XN. Y, Herald. 


A BUSINESS MAN’S RELIGIOUS 
AND SOCIAL VIEWS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 206pp. Price $1. 


The author's conception of a possible future 
life on this earth is really eloquent and beauti- 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see 
what a philanthropic business man has to say 
upon the social problem, from a poor man’s 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the book. The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals ” Society” in all its ramificas 
tions of corruption and inhumanity: his ear- 
nest and manly plea for the social regeneration 
of the lower classes—will, unless we are much 
mistaken, make the book the best-abused and 
best-liked production of the day by these two 
classes regpectively.—Critical Review. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


No. A 
1. Atonement, Charles Bradlaugb.......... 6 
2. Beeular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake., 5 
7. Buddhist Nibilism. Prof. Max Muller... 10 
8 Religion ot Inhumanity, F., Harrison... 20 
9, Boon of Witcherait to Religion. Ly- 


all... e Aves ehexEesc mu See de VEON 15 
13, Essay on Miracles. David Hume........ 10 
14 Land Question, Charles Bradlaugh..... 5 
16, Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 
Charles Bradiaugh,..-..sssccessesecsees 5 
16, Why do Men Starve? Oharles Brad- 
heseegsesesres veseas obee¥ousnssebueusts 5 


.J. Holvoake.. 10 
18. A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh., 10 
19. Large or Small Families ? A. Holyoake, 6 
20.. Buperalition Displayed, with a Letter of 
m, Pitt,’ Austin Hotyoake............ 5 
21. Defense of Secular Principles. C. W 
22. Is the Bible Reliable? O, Watts........ 
23. The ChristlamDeity, C. Watts... : 
24. Moral Value of the Bible. C. Watts..... 
25. reethought and Modern Progress. C, 
iae MTERA bosoooosesaoosasocooa, 
26. Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. ©, Watte.. .sessssseesss. 
28. Thoughts on Atheism, A. Holyoake.. .. 
29, Ig there a Moral, Governor ofthe Uni- 
; e 


an c 


39. Labor's Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh..... 
40. Poverty ; Its Cause and Cure, . G. H, 
42, Sclence and Bible Antagonistic. O. Watts, 
43, Oninin Scheme of Redemption. C. 
a t8. "ELIT 

44, Logie of Death; or, Why should the 
Atheist Fear to Die. G. J. Holyoake, 

41, Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
Mun of the Beople. Charles Brad- : 
&augh..-.:.ee sesso esset sete 5 


MANNA SERIES, 


3. New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
5, 200 Questions Without Answers........... 5 
6, Dialogue Between a Ohristian Missionary 
and & Chinese Mandarin................ 10 
1. Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bish- 
ops by & Weak but Zealous Christian. 10 
8, Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Hol- 
PAL CP" 6 
9. New Life ofJonah. Charles Bradlaugh. 6 


m 
Donan 


H 
on 


Bradlaugh.................... eee eee 6 
11. New Life of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh, 56 
12. Daniel the Dreamer, A. Holyoake,..... 10 


)3. Specimen of the Bible: Esther. A. Hol- 
YORK CHE 

14. Acts of the Apostles: A Farce, A. Hol- 
Holyoa 


0 
16. Twelve Apostles, Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 
17. Who was Jesus Christ? Charles Brad- 


BUD... 2. eee hehehe e b 

19. What pia Jesus Teach? Charles Brad- 
AT a: ETET PIET ETE E T O 5 

19, New Due of Abraham. Oharles Brad- 
Dee iue q'eo/n osnars mu d Sa Aca ga gi a VB "E 


aug 
20. New Lite of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh. 6 
21. A Secular Prayer. A. Holyake. Per doz, 10 


THE BIBLE OF MOHAMMED. 
(THE KORAN.) 


Translated by George Sale, 

Containing Notes, Preliminary Discourse, 
and Index. 

Complete edition in flne English cloth bind- 
ing. 630 large 12mo pages, at the very low 
price of $1. Address, D. M. BENNETT, 

141 Eighth 8t.. New York. 


NOTICE FOR LADIES. 


Being fond of literature, and science, still 
more of Liberal cultured society, and having 
the means of making some congenial lady (not 
too young) happy, I invite her correspondence. 
Address Mrs. Bhearon. 221 So. Suminer street. 
Nashvilie, Tenn., for The Doctor. 2113 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 
Author of” The Essence of Christianity,” ete. 
Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 
Our polities, our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our axe |—Axtrac, 


the Devil, 


And Other Biographical Sketches 
and Essays 
BY CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 


Second edition, with Portrait and Autobiog- 
raphy. Extra cloth, gold back and 
Bide stamp, 12mo, 260 pp., 
price, $1 25. 

Displays much learning and research.—The 
Democrat. 

In fine, there is much that is noble about him. 
—The Advance. ; 

His position is deflned and defended in a 
spirit of reverence for the truth.—Chicago Eve. 
Journal, s 

In à handsome volume before us Chas, Brad- 
laugh has" A Few Words” to say" About the 
Devil.” Mr. Bradlaugh has a right to hls " few 
words,” and the devil will, we presume, at no 
distant day, hay a " few words" to say to Mr. 
Bradlaugh, and will doubtless get the best of 
the argument.—Chicago Interior. 

We should insist, were we in any way con- 
nected with the government of theological 
schools, on their perusal of this work by the 
youth fitting under our charge for the duties 
and the responsibilities of the pulpit. They 
will find Mr. Bradlaugh no common man, and 
they will be introduced by him to persons and 
thoughts which cannot fail-to be of use in their 
professional studies.—New Haven Palladium. 


DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


“MEDICAL 600) SENSE" 


T—AND— 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE, 


—EMBERAOING— 
BEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 


OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 600 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2. It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and preseriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases. It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s: xual relation. 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 before 
the day of publication, this fali. will receive a 
copy, weli bound, mailed free. Contents table 
sent free for stamp, 


DR. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Liberal friends and patients throughout 
the United States aad Canadas that he is, as 
usual, treating > ; 


ALL CHRONIC DISEASES, 


and positively curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced incurable. Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr. K, is meeting with re- 


markable success in curing obstinate cases of 
SPermatorrhoa, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility. Impotency in both sexes, Epilepsy, 
Paralysis. Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Oatarrh, 
Asthma. Bronchitis, Consumption, Dysentery, 
Piles, Digonoon of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, 
Genital Organs, and all diseases of women. 
Consultation Free. Address 
T. R. KINGET, M. D., 
317 East 14th 8t., New York. 
Questions for Invalids free, 


FIFTY CENTS 
-Will pay for 

DR. FOOTES HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year and for tho AMERIOAN ILLUSTRAT- 
ED PRONOUNGING PookeT DICTIONARY, con- 
taining 30,000 words, 

ONE DOLLAR will pay tor DR, FOOTE'S 

WEALTH MONTHLY 


For one year and for a large center-table book 
containing the Complete Works of Shukspere | 
Do not forget to send 25 cents to pay postage or 
36 cents if you want it registered. Address 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO., 
129 £, 28th st., New York city. 


TIIE l 
Anonymous Hypothesis 


OF 


Creation. 
A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
Account, 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


. Oloth; price 50 cents. For sale by: 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N, Y. 


THE 
Philosophy of Spiitualism 
AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Medicmania. 
TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 

for Women. s 
Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 
Cloth; price 60 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth Rt. N, Xs 


A F ew Words About The Rights ot Man. By THOMAS 


Parne. Written in defense of his fellow- 
man. A Work almost without a peer in the 
world, Large type. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 
80 cents. N 

Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BLANCHAHD. 12mo, Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

The Heathens of tho Meath. By 
Wa. MCDONNELL, author of Exeter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00; cloth, 
$1.50. . : 

Carcer of Religious Ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science, 
By Hupson TUTTLE. An able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world, 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M. 
BgNNETT. Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
75 cents; Cloth, $1.00. : 

The Huamphrey-Bennett Discus- 
sion. A debate between Rev. Q. H. HUM- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of ‘*The Truth Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3. Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. . Cloth (550 
pp.), $1.00. i 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Prof. O. A. Bunazss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian Uuiversity at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Ont., commencing June 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke. First PROPO- 
sition: ''' The Christian Religion, as set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin." Burgess in the affirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. SECOND 
PRorosrTrow: ‘‘ The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin." Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the neg- 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. T 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundatic Contrasted with its 
Superstructure. By W. R. GREG, au- 
thor of ‘‘ Enigmas of Life,” ** Literary and 
Social Judgments,” etc. F., W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the ‘‘ Fortnightly 
Review,” says: ‘‘ Some twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most 
eminent men of science asked, ‘ Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg's' Creed of 


Christendom? They are bound to answer it.. 


—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg,Scoming later, had the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on all 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally to 
so thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the'public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument—occupying*« precisely 
the ground Which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable.” 

One volume, crown octavo, with com- 
plete index. The London edition sold for 
$5, Price of American edition, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples De- 
bate. Between. B. F. UNDERWOOD, of 
Boston, and the Rev. JOHN MARPLES, of 
Toronto, Ont. Held at Napanee, Ont., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed : 
Frusr: “That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are Illogical and con- 
trary io Reason.” Sxconp: “The Bible, 
Consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond all other books its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood de- 
nies, Reported in fu'l, and revised by the 
debaters. 111 pp. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
60 cents. 

interrogatories to Jehovah. By 
D. M. BENNETT. A series of close questions 
upon & great Variety of subjects, trom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, the 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embraced by the 
Church. With a full-length portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Answer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturally-Re- 
vealed, Infallibly-Inspired, and Miraculously- 
Aitested Religion in the World? By E. E. 
GUILD, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parts. 
Paper, 30 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Seeker Leaflets, of two pages 
each. Thirty-two in nmber; 4 cents per 
dozen; $ cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $2.00 per thousand. 

Adventures of Elder Triptolemua 
Tub, Comprises important and starting 
disclosures concerning hell, its magnitude, 
morals, employments, climate, etc. € By 
Rev. Gorge Rogers. A rich,-interesting 
little work, Paper, 15 cents - 
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ter of a prominént mémber of that very chureb 
had been guilty of vicious indulgences with the 
boys of the neighbors, The pasto# of the church, 
Rev. Dr. Wilson arose, and fairly quivering 
with indignatien, denounced the statements 
and reflected on Mr. Comstock. The latter ree 
sponded in language almost equally strong, 
Then fuel was added by the declarction that 
obscene literature was being circulated in the 
Stoddard school, the pet educational institution 
ofthe vicinity. The controversy extendad 
upon this statement until it looked as if the 
meeting would break up in confusion. After 
adjournment an attempt was made to suppress 
any pubiication or these violent proceedings, 


| x otes and Clippings. 


Tux Rev, Joseph Oook says that of all quacks 
the religious one is the worst, He knows, 


In his last harangue to his Boston disciples, | 
the Rev. Joe Oook told them about abook he had 
been reading on the cars. , "It seemed to me,” 
he said, " that if Í had been obliged to devote a 
week to such literature, I should hav come out 
of it half idiotic,” This suggests an interesting 
question: What books does the Rev, Joe Cook 
read bafore getting off his alleged lectures ? 


Ovr critics wil notis that hereafter the omis- 
sion of the final e.in such words as have,live,| IN another column will be found the adver- 
and give, and al cases where it follows | ending | tisement of THE TRUTH SEEKER, a sixteen-page 
a word, as in double; the omision of 1 in such | paper, the size of Harper's Weekly, and the 
words a3 wil; the omission of the silent leters;| organ of the Liberal Leagues of the country. 
and all doub! letters where but a singl sound is | These Leagues are formed to oppose the inter- 
heard are not considered errors, We shall en- | vention of the church in the affairs of state—to 
deavor to assist the practical spelling reform- | foster and protect Freethought and discussion 
ers.—Ness Co. Pioneer. on all subjects. They hav been made necessary 


Tav t by tbe action of the Y. M. C, A. of late years 
griet and sound his alarm concerning the |through its tool called "Tho Boclety for the 
poiritaally dilapidated state of his church: “Oh, rS Coe 2s nn dvo agot ie 

egenerate church! is there within you no Ne- RI riety, 
hemiah, no Zerubbabel, son of Shealtlel? Are freed cai l boasts rat il will stop the publica. 
we given over bound to Tatnai and the Aphar- | proved by th m ooke and papers not ap- 
sachites?” In order to giv his sentiments tho | Proved by the church. It has already gone a 
widest clreulation, he.inseris them. in the adve. 
tising column of a Scotch newspaper. What he 


stir itself against the prevailing tide which sets 
in favor of disestablishment, 


can We New York, with the co-opera- 
on o érals throughout the country, are | hav crept into our social system, a 8 
preparing to giv Mr, Bennett a fitting reception | sense a harmful one, but on the jsuis: 
on his release from prison the last of the pres- | tains valuable suggestions. We hav read it. and 
ent month, the formal recepiion and ovation to | with profit. Mr. Bennett's sentence will expire 
be May ad. In this demonstration letthe thought | on the 29th inst, His host of friends are going 
be kept uppermost that it is one in vindication} to giv him a reception in Chickering Hall on 
of the right of free speech, and in no way the evening of May 2d. We hope it will be such 
Involves the merits or demerits of particular | an ovation as will teach Comstock and his crew 
subjects. It was the freedom of speech and of | that their attempt to crush out free speech and 
the press that was assailed in Mr. Bennett’s | free press in this country willbe a huge failure 
prosecution, and that alone is to be vindicated | ~Greenback-Labor Chronicle. i 
— Rational Anpeal, : 


IT is difficult to discern the difference between |, IN the elty of New York there is an organiza- 
the prosecution of Denis Kearney in Oalifor- | tion known as the “Society for the Suppression 
nia, for using "incendiary language,” and the | 9f Vice,” whose headquarters are at the central 
prosecution of the Soclalists in Germany, for Young Men’s Christian Association rooms of 
exercising the right of free discussion. It ig|thatcity. The work of this Society through its 
also difficult to discern the difference in princi- | agent Anthony Oomstock (who has gained a 
ple between the hereditary despotism and the | national reputation), consists in the suppres- 
alliance with the Romish church, whick in Ger | sion of obscene books and publications through 
many suppresses socialistic clubs and newspa- | the United States mail, as well as the abolition 
pers, and the money despotism built upon prof- | Of other forms of vice and immorality as far as 
its from Chinese semi-servile labor, which in| les within the scope of the society (the neces- 
California suppresses protest against the pau- | Sity of which no one will doubt, or whose mo- 
perization of American labor; and we might| tive impugn), has been perverted in a certain 
add, church despotism which suppresses free | direction, and instead of falling down, and 
speech in the person of D. M.:Bennett, Despot- | hounding out publishers of obscene and abom. 
ism is the same monster born of selfishness | inable literature, it has been, through its agent, 
under whatever guise it appears.— Appeal. yaring a War against leading Liberals and Infi- 

es el writers and speakers, This is distinctly 
Pis toten oleh to wager reel aay iq BxaNS the Doastod principe of fr speech, and 
money that the present government ot France| 2° later than three weeks ago agent Comstock 


ived a scathing review from the pen of a 
would not last until 1890. M, Sarcey, the Paris roce : 
journalist, took him up, but Father Olliver de. | D>Ominent Baptist divine of Now York for the 


he was pursuing. The case in point 
elined then to make the wager, giving three | ony 
excuses for his refusal; first. that the so-called will illustrate the course agent Comstock is pur- 


wager was a mere rhetorical flourish, such as is sioned Bra tail Pay AEO feet T. Vader. 
excusable in a preacher, and is never taken in | wood, a noted Liberal orater of Boston, deliver- 
earnest by his hearers; secondly. that he never ing an address at that place One OF two 
intended to predict that the French republic ministers and a number of church members 
would not endure ten years longer, but merely | turned out en masse and behaved In a riotous 
that the government of M. de Freycinet would | manner at the schoolhouse where Prof. Under- 
not last until 1890; thirdly, that the strict rules wood was lecturing before the Irwin Liber l 
of the Dominican order prohibit him from bet- | League, The difficulties of that night aülmi- 
mag, EAE t P E nated in several law suits against Prof, Under- 
but deeree of erodit may be placed in the wood and several prominent citizens of Irwins. 
among others William Orookstone, Esq. 

bragging rhetoric of political preachers, case came up recently in Mieres 

Tur ft, Louis branch of the Society for the | Judge Hunter. The Socioty for the Prevention 
Suppression of Vice had a stormy session April and Suppression of Vice in New York, through 


New York, Saturday, April 17, 1880. 


2d which lasted late and came near breaking up 
inarow. The meeting was held in Bt. John’s 
Methodist church, in. an ultra-fashionable 
nelghborhood of the western suburbs. Both 
Anthony Comstock and agent McAfee were 
present. In the course of his remarks Mr, 
Comstock sald the poisonous influences he 
was fighting had crept into that neighborhood, 
and people had been forced to move because of 
the dreaded contaminatidn. He became very 
pointed in his observatibns, and said that it 
had boen discovered that 4 ten-year-old daugh- 
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its agent, Comstock, we are reliably informed, 
has put up the money for the carrying on of the 
suit against Prof, Underwood, and this would 
seem to be verified in the fact that Mr. Oom- 
stock was in our nelghboring town of Beottdale 
recently. Great interest centers around the 
ease from the fact that D. M. Bennett, of New 
York, has written a life of Comstock, while 
Prof, Underwood is noted as a scholar and bril- 
Mant writer. It seems small business for a 
Christian society to hound down and persecute 
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Intellect simply because they entertain different 
views from those embraced by their orthodox 
brethren. Such seems to be the course of the 
Vice Roclety,— Mt, Pleasant Times. 


THE Providence Conference of Methodists, 
which during the last week bas been holding its 
fortieth annual session at Norwich, Goit., has 
under investigation very grave charges agaínst 
three ministers who hav heretofore been looked 
upon as model, moral, and zealous propagators 
of the faith and extremely good citizene. The 
derelict clergyitien are Reve. Oharles E. Walk- 
ar, A. L. Dearing, and A: W, Paige, Mr. Walk- 
er’s case is still fresh in thé rééoltlection of the 
public, having come to the surface only a few 
months since, In the case of Rev. A. W. Paige. 
lately in charge of achurch in South Glaston- 
bury, it will be remembered that he was arrest- 
ed a few months since for sustaining alleged 
improper relations with Miss Susan Gates of 
East Hampton, Mr. Paige, who ta sixty years of 
age, during his former pastorate at East Hamo- 
ton, it is alleged, had become acquainted wii 
Miss Gates, one of his congregation, and was 
often seen in her company. After his removal 
to South Glastonbury the intimacy was contin- 
ued, and it was the reverend gentleman’s fre- 
quent recreation to walk to East Hampton, a 
distance of about sixteen miles, and spend the 
evening in her society. He then, it is further 
alleged, would retrace his steps toward home, 
which he succeeded in reaching before day- 


name. This book is a treatise on the evils that y tercented a letter from the minister to his sis- 


ter. The letter was so peculiarly worded that 
the brother determined upon interviewing the 
minis'er upon the nature of its contents, Ke 
met the minister the next day on his way to his 
(Gates's) house, and the interview was held. 
There were only tbree present—the minister, 
the brother, and a revolver. The dominie was 
forced to make a partial confession, The next 
day Paige was taken before & justice c? ine 
peace and, pleading gullty of improper con- 
Quot, was fined $7 and costs and sentenced to the 
county jail at Haddam for thirty days, which 
sentence expired some time in January last. 
On his release he was re-arrested by the United 
States authorities on a charge of sending im- 
proper matter through the mails. The letter 
uDon which the accusation was based was the 
one intercepted by the brother. It contained a 
rough drawing of the most vulgar character. 
Mr. Paige was then confined in the Hartford 
jail awaiting an examination before United 
States Commissioner Marvin, While Paige 
was pining in jail his wifs diseqvered a number 
of letters written by him to Miss Gates. Up to 
that time Mre. Paige had believed the one-sided 
story which had been current in the nelghbor- 
hood of East Hampton: viz., that the girl had 
been betrayed by her husband, and that all re- 
lations between them had ceased, although at 
that time Miss Gates was thirty-five years of 
age. Upon reading these letters, and discover- 
ing that they were full of Ohristian sentiments, 
she sent them to East Hampton to convince the 
people that there were two sides to the case, 
and that the whole matter was an intrigue, in 
which her husband was no worse than the girl. 
The dieclosure of the letters put a new phase 
upon the affair, and Miss Gates, whose mind 
had become affected, was at once hurried off to 
the state insane hospital at Middletown, where 
she atill remains, The investigation in the 
Paige case, which has been conducted by the 
Providence Conference with the uimost secrecy, 
was terminated to-day by an announcement 
from the Chairman of the Committee of In- 
quiry which has had the ease under consulta- 
tion. He stated that the Committee of Ten had 
found the charge and specifications preferred 
against him to be true. and recommended his 
expulsion from the Conference. An elderly 
preacher made a motion that the black record 
of this man’s crime be destroyed, that it might 
not bea blot on the record of the Conference 
for the inspection of future generations. This 
motion was not seconded. Bishop Bowman re- 
marked that Rev. A. W. Paige had the right of 
appeal, and that it was not well to destroy the 
evidence before it was known what course was 
to be taken by the accused. He thought the 
Secretary should file the evidence as a part of 
he record of the Conference. The report was 
then accepted andthe recommendation adopt- 


in an underhand way men of education and jeg, 


Events of the Week. 


GovznsoBHowanDp of Dakota died in Wash= 
ington on the 18th. ` 


A NEGRO was banged for arson at Bennetts- 
viile, 8. C., on the 9h, 


AT a fire in Haverhill, Mass., on the 11th.twa 
men were suffocated. 


MABEZED robbers are creating a reign of ter-- 
ror in New Holland. Pa. 


REAR-ADMIRAL THATOHER, of the United States 
navy, disd in Boston on the 5th. 


OnE million bushels of grain were shipped 
from Ohicago in two days last week. 


Russia recently sent two hundred convicts to 
the island of Saghalien in the Pacific. 


THE new comet is plainly viaible in Australia. 
It has a tail seventy: five degrees in length. 


SIxTEEN lives were recently lost by theainking 
of the British steamer Darita on the river Dan» 
ube, ? 

A MAN was recently arrested in Iowa City, 
Iowa, for outraging and murdering his step- 
daughter. 

Aw old gentleman of Baltimore recently mar~ 
rieda young wife, and committed suicide two 
days after. 

Tre Bolivians, not liking the conduct of their 
government in the Chilian war. hav started a 
revolution, 


A NEGRO tramp, & few daya ago, shot at the 
conductor cf a train, near Sidney, Ohfó, and 
killed a passenger, 


Winiram A, NEWELL of New Jersey has been 
nominated by the President as Governor of 
Washington territory. ; 


Ax eartbquake visited Japan on the 22d of 
February. Considerable property was de- 
stroyed but no lives lost, 


Tax carpenters of this city, recently demand- 
ed and received an advance of fifty cents per 
day in their wages, No strike was necessary. 


Tux Liberal majority over the Conservatives 
in the recent English election will reach between 
seventy and eighty members of Parliament. 


WIENIAWSEY, the celebrated Polish violinist 
who created such afuror inthis country some 
years ago, died recently at Moscow, Russia. 


THE British steamer Fenville, on the way 
from England to Boston, has been sunk by eol- 
ision with an iceberg. The crew were saved. 


Four ofthe convicted Pennsylvania bribers, 
influential politicians, who had fled from jus- 
tice, hav returned and given themselves up, 


Tas command of Gen. Hatch had a six-hour 
fight with three hundred Apaches in New Mex- 
ico afew days ago. TheIndians were defeated. 


FRANE HART, a colored man, won the belt and 
$17,000 in the recent walking match in this city. 
He walked 565 miles in six days, beating all pre- 
vious records, 


A GAMBLER died a few days ago in this city 

| leaving a fortune of $250,000, all accumulated at 

the faro table In fifteen years. We may addthat 
he ran the game. 


A COLORED cadet at West Point was recently 
taken from his be4, gagged, bound, and severe- 
ly beaten, and then his ears were slit, He can“ 
not identify his assailants. The other cadets 
claim that he did it himself. 


THE Rov. Mr. Paige has been expelled from 
the Providence Conference for gross immoral- 
ity. His victim, whom he led astray by means 
of quotatlons from Crosby’s text-book, the 
Bible, is now hopelessly insane. 


THE famine in Armenia is growing more and 
more terrible in its effects. In onetown one 
hundred and fifty people racently died, and over 
a hundred in another. The Russian govern- 
mentis sending flour to the sufferers. 


Tuk religious authorities of Burmah hav de- 
cided that their gods require a great human 
sacrifice to remove evil influence; therefore 
they havordered the sacrifice of four hundréd 
victims, to be taken from all ranks in lite, 


? 
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Selections. 
a 
Will the Coming Man Worship God ? 

BY B. F. UNDERWO0D,— CONCLUDED. 


Just in proportion as men cease to regard God as 
a being possessing qualities like themselves, will they 
cease to worship and to find that consolation in com- 
munion with God that isthe joy and the boast of the 
devotee. How can he find satisfaction in commun- 
ing with something of which he can have no concep- 
tion, and between which and himself there may be 
nothing ia common? 

“Tam,” says Henry James, * constrained by every 
inspiration of true manhood to demand for my wor- 
ship a perfectly human deity, who is so intent upon 
rescuing every creature he has made from the ever- 
lasting death and damnation he bears about in him- 
self, as finitely constituted, as not to shrink, if need 
be, from humbling himself to every patient form of 
ignominy, and feeding contentedly year in and year 
out, century after century, and millennium after 
millennium, upon the literal breath of man ” (Sub- 
stance and Shadow, p. 495). : 

That is the kind of God that the worshiper, de: 
mands, and which alone can satisfy the strong relig- 
ious nature. But that is the kind of God of which 
there is no proof, of which there is proof to the con- 
trary, and belief in which is fast fading out of intel- 
lectual minds. And the man who has outgrown 
belief in a personal, intelligent, anthropomorphic 
being—a being possessing a nature like his own— 
has outgrown the desire and need of worship, except 
so far as the lingering tendencies produced by ages 
of religions devotion in his ancestors assert them- 
selves when the beliefs that caused them have been 
cast aside. 

Since worship began with the conception of person- 
ality and intelligence outside of man that could be 
placated and pleased, when the belief in such per- 
sonality and intelligence disappears worship must 
also cease. No doubt, as Mr, Joho Fiske maintains, 
the purification and retinement of Theism consists in 
a continuous process of “ deanthropomorphization,” 

. discarding the human qualities with which man has 
invested deity. But as 'l'heism commenced by ascrib- 
ing natural phenomena to personality and intelligence, 
and has always reccgnized them as the essential at- 
tributes of deity, when they are discarded, when it 
is affirmed that we cannot philosophically believe in 
a personal intelligent being as the cause of phenom- 
ena, the essential element of Theism is abandoned, 
and worship is no longer possible. When Mr. Fiske 
purifies and refines Theism by the total abolition of 
every anthropomorphic element, he simply purifies 
and refines God out of existence, at least deprives 
him of every quality that has had or can have any 
interest for the worshiper. In affirming the exist- 
ence of absolute reality, self-existent and eternal, 
and “of which all ph: nomena, as presented in con- 
sciousness, are manifestations, but which we can 
only know through these manifestations," the **cos- 
mic Theist,” as Mr. Fiske calls himself, postulates 
that only which is common to Theism and Atheism, 
and which is more appropriately represented by the 
algebraic z than by the word God. 

Since the God of the worshiper must have quali- 
ties, and psychical qualities such as man i8 conscious 
of possessing, Mr. Fiske's cosmic Theism can afford 
no consolation to the religious worshiper. Imagine 
the devotee attempting to reconcile the duty and 
delight of prayer, praise, and thanksgiving with 
sentences like thess: 

“For to represent the deity as a person who 
thinks, eontrives, and legislates, is simply to repre- 
sent him as a product of evolution. The definition 
of intelligence being ‘ the continuous adjustment of 
specialized inner relations to specialized outer rela- 
tions,’ it follows that to represent the deity as intel- 
ligent is to surround deity with an environment, and 
thus to destroy its infinity and its self-existence” 
(Cosmic Philosophy, vol. 1i, p. 394—5). |: 

* In ascribing intelligence to unembodied spirit we 
are either using meaningless jargon or we are im- 
plicitly surrounding unembodied spirit with an envi- 
ronment of some kind, and are thus declaring it to 
be bota limited and dependent ” (Ibid, p. 396.) 

* It is not that the environment has been adapted 
to the organism by an exercise of creative intelli- 
gence and beneficence, but it is that the organism is 
necessarily fitted to the environment because the 
fitteat survive " (p. 398). 

* It is not the intelligence which has made the 
environment, but it is the environment which has 
moulded the intelligence ” (p. 402). 

“If there exist à personal creator of the universe 
who is infinitely intelligent and powerful, he cannot 
be infinitely good ; and if, on the other hand, he be 
infinite in goodness, then he must be lamentably 
finite in power or in intelligence ?' (p. 405). 

“With Mr. Mill, therefore, ‘I will call no being 
good who is not what I mean when I apply that 
epithet to my fellow-creatures,’ And, going a step 
further, I will add that it is impossible to call that 
being good who, existing prior to the phenomenal 


universe, and creating it out of the plenitude of 
infinite power and foreknowledge, endowed it with 
such properties that its material and moral develop- 
ment must inevitably be attended by the misery of 
untold millions of sentient creatures for whose 
existence their creator is ultimately responsible. 
In short, there can be no hypothesis of a moral 
government of the world which does not implicitly 
assert an immoral government. As soon a8 we seek 
to go beyond the process of evolution disclosed by 
science, and posit an external agency which is in the 
slightest’ degree anthropomorphic, we are obliged 


either to supplement and limit this agency by a; 


second one that is diabolic, or else to include ele- 
ments of diabolism in the character of the first 
agency itself” (p. 408). . 

* Personality and infinity ave terms expressive of 
ideas which are mutually incompatible. The pseud- 
idea ‘infinite person’ is neither more nor less un- 
thinkable than the pseud-idea ‘circular triangle.’ 
As Spinoza somewhere says, ‘Determinatio negatio 
est—to define God is to deny him ; and such being 
the case, what can be more irrational than to insist 
upon thought and volition, phenomena only known 
to exist within quite narrow limitations as the very 
nature and essence of the Infinite Deity” (page 
408-9). 

io evident that Mr. Fiske's *Divine Power," 
as he occasionally ventures to characterize the “ un- 
knowable,” without goodness, without personality, 
without intelligence, can never be an object of in- 
terest to the religious worshiper! Anticipating the 
obvious criticisms, Mr. Fiske says that “it will doubt- 
less be urged that such religion is too abstract, too 
coldly scientific, to have any general influence upon 
action, and can therefore be of no practical value. 

And it will moreover be asserted, with 
vehemence, that in place of a father whom men can 
love and venerate, we are giving them a mere philo- 
sophical formula, calling for no warmer feeling than 
calm, intellectual assent. Granting that our doc- 
trine is philosophically the reverse of Atheism, it 
will be urged that here extremes meet, and that an 
infinite and therefore unknowable God is practically 
equivalent to no God at ali" (p. 468-9). 

In reply to this criticism, Mr. Fiske reminds bis 
readers that “the early Christians were called Athe- 
ists by their pagan adversaries ;” that “as we pro- 
ceed to take away, one by one, the attributes which 
limit deity and enable it to be classified, we seem, no 
doubt, to be destroying it altogether ;” yet “the 
symbolization of deity indicated by the profoundest 
scientific analysis of to-day is as practically real as 
the symbolization which has resulted from the 
attempts of antiquity to perform such an analysis, 
and is in every way more satisfactory alike to head 
and heart” (p. 469). 

This reply cannot be satisfactory to either the 
careful thinker or the religious devotee. There was 
no logical or verbal propriety in calling the early 
Christians Atheists, because they recognized in God 
that which isthe very essence of Theism, personality 
and intelligence, and the contemplation of which as 
the cause of phenomena was the beginning of The- 
ism ; but the terminal phase of stripping deity of 
anthropomorphic qualities does not simply purify 
and retine the conception of deity, but divests it of 
its essential nature, that with which it originated, 
upon which it is based, and without which prayer, 
praise, and adoration to God were a mere farce, 
And it may be added that no amouut of scientific 
culture will ever prepare the people for, or induce 
them to aceept, the “unknowable” or the “ uncon- 
itioned" as an objeot of reverence and worship in 
the place of a personalintelligent deity. When a 
mind becomes sufficiently emancipated from the- 
ology, and sufficiently advanced to appreciate and 
accept the philosophy which Mr. Fiske has so 
admirably expounded, it will lose all disposition to 
worship an unseen being, unless, indeed, it be with 
him as. Strauss says of Schleiermacher, with whom 
* prayer was the expression of a conscious illusion, 
partly the result of early habit, partly in view of 
the congregation which surrounded him; and he 
intentionally avoided lifting himself above it by 
his yen consciousness” (Old Faith and New, p. 
129). 

* But," says Mr. Fiske, “what men have wor- 
shiped from the earliest times has been, not the 
known, but the unknown, Even the primeval 
savage, who worshiped plants and aninials, wor- 
shiped them only so far as their modes of action 
were mysterious to him, only in so far as they con- 
stituted a part of the weird, uninterpreted world by 
which he was surrounded. As soon as he had gen- 
eralized the dynamie phenomena presented by the 
plant or the animal—that is, as soon as it became an 
object of knowledge—it ceased to be an object of 
worship. Though theology has all along 
wrestled with the insoluble problems presented by 
this supreme mystery, and, by insisting on divers 
tangible propositions concerning it, has implicitly 
asserted that it can be at least partially known, the 
fact remains that only by being unknown has it con- 
tinued to be the object uf the religious sentiment” 
(Cosmic Philosophy, vol. ii, p. 421). 

But this paragraph fails to state the whole truth, 


unknowable will be the object of his religion ! 


roundings. 
phism, the disappearance of the religion of “cosmic 


or the most important one, in connection with the 
subject treated. 

That which is an object of worship is that which, 
the worshiper believes he understands, so far as it 
has interest for him. He worships a personal intel- 
ligence, the operations of which he firmly believes 
he observes, and which he constantly compares with 
the processes of which he is himself conscious. Itis 
his own qualities and not the “unknowable” that 
become the object of his devotion, Just so far as 
he ascribes his own good qualities to God he loves 
him, and so far as his God is regarded as bad he 
fears him. It is true there is a mystery, but the 
devotee believes that his religion solves it. As Her- 
bert Spencer says : 

* For though every religion, setting out as it does 
with the tacit assertion of a mystery, forthwith pro- 
ceeds to give some solution of this mystery, and so 
asserts that it is not a mystery passing human com- 
prehension " (First Principles, p. 45). 

That which is mysterious, to the "philosopher or 
the man of science seems perfectly clear to the 
devotee. He is confident he understands, where the 
thinker ig in doubt. If he worship a fetich, he does 
80 confident that he knows its disposition. His gods 
are real, conceivable beings, more or less like him- 
self ; and, although with the growth of intelligence 
mysteries arise in connection with the deities, they 
are the result of speculation, and are an unessential 
accompaniment, not the objective basis, of religion. 
It is as a philosopher and not as a religious devotee 
that man dwells on and gives prominence to the 
mysteries of the universe. 

When man comes to see that the ultimate source 
of phenomena is unknowable, that it is useless to 
attempt to form any conception of it, that he cannot 
properly predicate of it even goodness or intelli- 
gence, 1t must cease to be an object of religious sen- 
timent. 

As soon as an object became known to the wor- 
shiper, “it ceased to be an object of worship,” for 
the very obvious reason that it ceased to be what it 
had appeared to be—what it was believed to be when 
it was worshiped. When it was worshiped, it was 
not the mysteriousness of its nature but the quali- 
ties with which it was invested, and its supposed 
power to benefit or injure man, that constituted the 
object of religious interest. Now, when it is seen 
that the qualities with which the unknowable has 
been invested cannot be properly ascribed to it, and 
that nothing is or can be known in regard to it, it 
must certainly cease to be an object of religious 
sentiment. True, when it reaches the ultimate mys- 
tery, “science must ever reverently pause, acknowl- 
edging the presence of the mystery of mysteries;” 


but when science pauses and philosophy acknowl- 


edges the inability of the mind to penetrate further, 
the “cosmic Theist” claims that the unknown and 
But 


such a religion can have adherents only among those 


who have reasoned themselves out of the belief in 


an anthropomorphic deity, but in whose minds 


there yet linger religious influences which have been 


inherited and strengthened by education and sur- 
With the: surrender of anthropomor- 


Theism” is only a matter of time. It will never 
touch the practical life of man nor produce a ripple 
on the current of religious thought. Mr. Fiske I 


recognize as one of the most pYofound and clear- 
headed thinkers this country has produced, and bis 


exposition of the philosophy of Herbert Spencer 
shows ability of a high order ; but by his own relig- 
ious feelings, or some other cause, he has been be- 
trayed into inconsistencies on the subject, to which 
I have referred, tliat appear in strange contrast to 


his generally lucid.and logioal treatment of philo- 


sophical questions. 

Undoubtedly the sentiment of devotion which has 
been attached to the conception of a personal, intel- 
ligent deity will be greatly modified, as we know it 
is in individual instances, with a decline of belief in 
such a being ; but its object must be in the future 
what it has been in the past—man—with this differ- 
ence, that whereas in the past man has worshiped, 
unawares, his own nature in an imagined objective 
being, in proportion as this illusion is discovered 
he will make his intellectual and moral nature the 
direct object of his love and devotion, and the im- 
provement of his race, not the glory of God, the 
object of his efforts. Theology will give way to 
anthropology, the worship of God to the contempla- 
tion of humanity and to the realization of noble 
ideals, by the recognition and cultivation in man of 
all that is lofty and grand in the theological concep- 
tions of God. 

“It may not be consonant to usage,” says John 
Stuart Mill, “to call this religion; but the term, so 
applied, has a meaning, and one which is not ade- 
quately expressed by any other word. Candid per- 
sons of all creeds may be willing to admit that if a 
person has an ideal object, his attachment and sense 
of duty toward which are able to control and disci- 
pline all his other sentiments and propensities, and 
prescribe to him a rule of life, that person has a 
religion. . . Many, indeed, may be unable to 
believe that this object is capable of gathering around 
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it feelings sufficiently strong ; but this is exactly 
the point on which a doubt can hardly remain in an 
intelligent reader of Comte; and we join him in 
contemning, as equally irrational and mean, the 
conception of human nature as incapable of giving 
its love and devoting its existence to any object 
which cannot afford in exchange an eternity of per- 
sonal aie ” (Auguste Comte and Positivism, 
. 122). 
Pe With the general tenor of this passage,” says 
Fiske, after quoting the above passage from Mill, 
“I heartily agree. I have no sympathy with those 
critics who maintain that the idea of humanity is an 
unworthy idea, incapable of calling forth to a high 
degree our sentiments of devotion and reverence. 
. . « We may still further admit that all 
morality may be summed up in the disinterested 
service of the race, such being, as already shown, 
. . . the fundamental principle of the ethical 
philosophy which is based on the doctrine of evolu- 
tion. And it is, moreover, easy to sympathize with 
the feelings which led Comte formally to consecrate 
the memories of the illustrious dead, whose labors 
have made us what we are—that ‘communion of 
saints, unseen not yet unreal,’ as Carlyle nobly 


' expresses it, ‘whose heroic sufferings rise up melodi- 


ously together into heaven, out of all times and out 
of all lands, as a sacred miserere ; their heroic ac- 
tions, also, as a boundless, everlasting psalm of tri- 
umph. This intense feeling of the community of 
the human race, this ‘enthusiasm of humanity,’ as 
the author of ‘Ecce Homo’ calls it, forms a very 
considerable part of Christianity when stripped of 
its mythology, and is one of the characteristics 
which chiefly serve to difference the world-religion 
of Jesus and Paul from the. ethnic religions of 
antiquity" (Cosmic Philosophy, pp. 418, 419). 

It is not necessary that we accept all the views of 
Comte in regard to making *the human race, con- 
ceived as a continuous whole,” the object of relig- 
ious devotion, such as he insists on, or approve his 


' seheme of retaining the forms and symbols of ex- 


ploded or decaying systems of religion; but the 
essential idea of his system—that in the future the 
elements of excellence in man will take the place 
of an anthropomorphic being as the highest object 
of man’s reverence and love—is in perfect accord 
with our views as to the tendency and ultimate end 
of the development and modification of the religious 
sentiment. Unreasoning worship of an invisible 
Being will give way. to a recognition ef man's pow- 
ers and possibilities, intellectual and moral, and to 
an “enthusiasm of humanity” which will inspire 
him with noble sentiments and give a grandeur to 
human life. But such a. change must be slow and 
gradual. It ean take place no faster than philo- 
sophic criticism and scientific culture undermine 
faith in anthropomorphism, and substitute in its 
place those broader views of nature which Mr. Fiske 
has so ably set forth. 

I conclude that the coming man will not worship 
God, but that the time, money, devotion, and enthu- 
siasm which in the past have been lavished on an 
imaginary being willin the future be given to the 
improvement and elevation of the human race. 

—— —— d$ -4»-—————————— 


A Letter from Bro. Smith. 


To THE EDITOR oF Tux FRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I clip the 
following article from the Detroit Kosning News : 


CHICAGO DISGUSTED AT TWO PARDONS BY HAYES. 


Considerable public disgust is expressed here over the 
pardon by the President of Gregg and Golsen, two of the 
embezzlers from the money order department of the Chicago 
post-office. Golsen was released yesterday (April 1st) after 
nine months’ imprisonment, the only one condition being 
the payment of $1,230 fine. Gregg, who has been confined 
only three months, is not to be released until his fine of 
$1918 is arranged for. It is not believed that either fine 
will ever be coliected. 

Now, I fully agree with Mrs. Hayes—I mean Mr. Hayes— 
that it’s better to pardon a man for stealing than to pardon 
a man for selling ‘‘Oupid’s Yokes.” Steal one, steal all if 
you will, but don’t sell ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes.” Don't sell any 
obscene book that hain’t got **holy" stamped on its cover. So 
say I, and so says Mrs. Hayes—I mean Mr. Hayes. I'll hav 
great respect for a petition with half a dozen signatures 
asking the pardon of a man who has embezzled the funds 
of the government. Yes, he shall hav pardon, but never! 
no, never, will I respect a petition with 200,000 signatures 
of respectable citizens who ask for the pardon of a man who 
has sold “ Cupid’s Yokes!” So say I, and so say the clergy 
and our President, Mrs. Hayes. (I keep saying Mrs. Hayes 
when I mean Mr. Hayes.) Steal if you will, but don't, oh, 
don’t sell that fifteen-cent book called ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes,” 
except it be stamped ‘‘ holy " on the cover. J. SMITH. 

St. Johns. 


Liberalism Booming in Indiana. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav 
spoken in ten different counties in Indiana within the last 
three weeks, and it is really cheering to observe how rapidly 
the tide of Infidelity is rising in this state. I hav spoken iu 
Howard, Tipton, Cass, Miami, Marshall, St. Joseph, Noble, 
Steuben, and De Kalb counties, and generally to large au- 
diences, some of whom came in some Cases Mary niles. I 
everywhere met warm friends. My first two Liberal lec- 
tures were at Tipton, where are some noble workers, in the 
persons of Mr, Richardson, W. C. Baker, and old father 


A. B. Baugh. A diseased condition of my vocal organs. two weeks later the same paper gave us his lecture on 


somewhat impaired my delivery in that place, but I soon 
partially recovered. At Walton I found a live Liberal, in 
the person of David Engler, keeper of the hotel, and a kind 
&nd genial companion. I visited Peru, Rochester, Ply- 
mouth, Walkertqn, Rome City, Ligonier, Waterloo, etc. 
At Rome City I had preacher and an editor out to hear 
me, with whom by invitation I had an interview. At sev- 
eral places they hav taken steps to organize a Liberal 
League, but few organizations of that character are yet 
completed. 

Ihav appointed W. J. Allen, of Rome City, on the state 
committee. He is a worker, and an able one, At Ligonier 
I had no meeting. The notice wus too late. But such men 
as N. Zent and A. C. Hardenbrook will keep the cause 
alive there. Nearly everywhere Í hav spoken, my lectures 
hav been highly applauded, and the friends expressed them. 
selves as highly pleased. Those who want my services as 
a Liberal League or Freethough lecturer wil] address me 
soon at Richmond, Indiana. Kersey GRAVES. 

Auburn, Ind., April 4, 1880. 
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Liberal League Notes. 


Mr. James LEACH writes under date of March 80th that 
an auxiliary League has just been organized in Darlington, 
Wis,, and a charter ordered. 


I am pleased to learn that Prof. Rawson, the efficient sec- 
retary of the National Liberal League, is recovering from his 
long and severe illness, and is now able to attend to the 
duties of his cffice. 


Mz. L. V. KENNEDY, the postmaster of Fair View, Red 
Willow Co., Nebraska, is organizing a League in his town. 
The requisite number of names are obtained to the call, and 
a Charter will be ordered soon. Mr, G. L, Clark of Ver- 
mont, who has been stcpping in Fair View for some time, 
has been circulating Liberal papers and documents, and has 
done very much to bring about the organization of this 
League. 


Mz. C. H. Dounnine, of Marcellus, who represents Michi- 
gan on the Executive Committee of the N, L. L., reports that 
the prospects now are that a number of Leagues will soon 
be organized in Michigan, and he thinks it will not be long 
before that state will stand second, at least, in the list of 
states as regards the number of Leagues. Each Liberal of 
Michigan will please send his name and thirty cents'in 
postage stamps to Bro. Dunning immediately. 


Eacg member of the Executive Committee of the 
National Liberal League is earnestly requested to make a 
short report of the Liberal League work being done in the 
state he represents to the Chairman of the Committee 
immediately after he reads this request, and a like report 
thereafter during the year on the flrst of every month. 
This report should be condensed as much as possible so 
that it can be published in the Liberal papers. 


Tug Board of, Directors of the N., L. L. is making an 
effort to get allthe vacancies on the Executive Committee 
filled with live working men. ‘The Board has recently 
appointed on the Committee A. J. Oliver for Florida, 
Clayton Crosson for Kentucky, M. C. Wood for Minnesota, 
Paul Gariepy for Nevada, T. L. Guery for Georgia, and 
Willis McDannald for Washington territory. . Most of 
the present members are doing all that it is possible for 
them todo. A very few of them are notas energetic as 
the cause demands. Liberals of each state, stand by your 
committee man. 


Kersey GRaves writes: “I am out on the ocean of 
theological reform with my sails all spread. I hav got the 
ball to rolling. I hav been outa week and visited five 
points, and hav rekindled the fires upon the altar. At first I 
was encumbered with some difficulty in speaking, growing 
out of a bronchial disturbance, put it has nearly left me, 
and L now succeed in kindling an interest in the minds of 
my audiences beyond any former experience.” From what 
I learn I judge Bro. Graves is shortly to become as popular 
as a Liberal platform speaker as he has been for many 
years a Liberal writer. He should bekept constantly in the 
field where he ean “ let his light shine." 


I was pleased to learn from a letter I just received from 
Prof. A, L. Rawscn that many of the leading Hebrews of 
this country are friends of the League movement. I take 
the liberty of quoting the following sentence from a letter 
that the distinguished Rabbi Isaac M. Wise has written to 
Prof. Rawson : ‘‘ Permit me to state at once that I am in 
full sympathy with the work of the Liberal League, and 
will gladly open the columns of the American Israelite to a 
Liberal discussion of its principles and propositions.” 
Prof. Rawson makes the very proper suggestion that ‘‘ here 
is anew channel which we must try and profit by. We 
should ask some of our best writers to improve the oppor- 
tunity. The Hebrews are a thrifty class, growing in num- 
bers, and rising into importance by their reform movements 
of which Felix Adler’s isa type." And I will add that I 
believe there is no better class of citizens than those of the 
Hebrew persuasion. But few of them are found in our 
jails, and none in our porhoouses. The Christians hav 
given them a bad name as they hav everybody else who 
does not swear by their shibboleth. I think most of this 
class of citizens are in favor of the entire separation of 
church and state. ; 


PAUL Gaprepy, of Gold Hill, state of Nevada, who has 
just been appointed to represent that state on the Executive 
Committee, and who has fora long time been doing good 


missionary work, writes: ‘‘I had the great pleasure of hear- | 
ing Col. Ingersoll deliver his matchless lecture on * The j Say 


Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child,’ wbea he came to this 
coast three years ago. 
published his lecture, delivered at Rochester, N. Y., and 


Lately the San Francisco Chronicle | 


Thomas Paine, delivered. at Chicago, and, although the 


Chronicle published an edition of thousands of extra copies, 


these were soon exhausted and another large edition was 
required to supply the demand. So you see from this that 
Freethought is making a good deal. of progress here. 
Should Col, Ingersoll come to this coast again to lecture he 
would hav still larger audiences than when he was here 
before. 
TRUTH SEEKER of the 13th inst., and I think it the best 
dream Lever read. I hope he will continue to dream on 
until he makes the church wish they had let him alone. 
It seems all the gods but Jehovah are in favor of his new 
book! 
it a success. 
that Bro. E. Campfield, who is doing so mueh for the cause, 
had to bear the expenses which his large correspondence 
necessitates almost alone, 
that the munitions of war must be furnished those who are 
giving their time, strength, and talents to the good cause, if 
we would succeed. There area great many Liberals like 
myself who possess but little talents and edacation, and 
| who are consequently unable to write for the papers or 


I hav just read D. M. Bennett's dream in Tur 


Good ! Now let the Liberals all subscribe and make 
I was sorry to read in Tuk TRUTH BEEEER 


The Liberals should remember 


deliver lectures, yet who might do a great deal of good by 


contributing their mite to those who are fighting in the 
front ranks for the good of humanity. A few weeks since 


I received fourteen copies of the good old Investigator from 


Mrs. Ruth Brettelle, of Rochester, N. Y. I hope some of 
them will be instrumental in opening the eyes of some of 
the hell-fearing followers of the Lamb.” I fear my good 
friend is too modest and puts too low an estimate. on his 
qualifications. 
great advantage to humanity. 


If we had more like him it would be a 
H. L. Green, 
Salamanca, N. Y. Ch. Ex. Com. N. L, L, 


—— 9 —— 
Spiritualism. 


The Spiritualists and Liberals of western New York met in 
Sons of Temperance Hall, Rochester, Wednesday. at 2 P.M., 
in recognition of the anniversary of modern Spiritualism. 

The meeting was called to order by the President, and 
Mrs, Gardner, of Rochester appointed Secretary. 

A Committee on Resolutions were chosen by the Presi- 
dent, consisting of Mr. Gregory, Mr. Chaplin, Mrs, Emma 
Taylor, and Mrs. Cornelia Gardner. 

The afternoon session was spent in conference and the 
reading of an intensely interesting spirit communication by 
Mrs, Colby, given by her hand automatically. 

Adjourned for refreshments and social visiting in the hall. 

The meeting opened at 7 o'clock by the reading of the 
following preambie and resolutions: 


Waereas, We Spiritualists and Liberals of Lockport and 
vicinity, meeting in recognition of this, the thirty second 
anniversary of modern Spiritualism, not only deprecate but 
condemn the attitude of the churches toward all reformers 
outside the pale of their respective communions, allowing 
no place for us as believers in immortality and spirit inter- 
communion to giv an expression of our biliet; therefore 

Resolved, That as Spiritualists and Free Raligionists, we 
wiil unite to break down oid superstitions, based upon the 
creedal dogmas of an effete theology, that has outiived its 
usefulness, and is rapidly sinking of 118 own dead weight, like 
other relics of old barbaric days, into a hopeless oblivion. 

Resolved, Taat as the time has come when the why’s and 
wherefore’s are questioned; we ask why we are compelied 
to pay taxes upon millions’ of dollars worth of church 
property, held ostensibly to worship God in, but practically 
as à place where the privileged few may meet from time to 
time o listen to the teachings of ecclesiusticism bated upon 
man's creeds, and superslitions, and enjoy operatic music 
of paid “men and women. singers," and witness the brill- 
iant achievements in toilets of Christian worshipers, while 
the true gospel of a humanitarian religion is entirely over- 
looked, and tue teachings of the humble Nazarene a bitter 
mockery with such surroundings, and rendering it too ex- 
pensive an article for the poor to enjoy. 

Resolved, That a8 avant-coureurs or the incoming dispen- 
sation of the religion of humanity, we welcome our faith- 
ful co-laborers Mrs. Colby and Mrs. Smith to this field, 
whitened for the harvest, and present the thanks of this 
convention to them, as a token of cur fellowship and hearty 
good will. 

Resolutions accepted and adopted. 

By request Mrs. Taylor spoke of the anniversary as that 
of a period commenced that characterizes the phenomena of 
spirit intercourse on & more physical plane, that has grown 
into vast proportions of fine inspiration and spiritusl char- 
acter, and bearing incontrovertible evidence oi life be- 
yond. 

Mrs. Colby’s subject was, ‘The Age of Progress in 
which We Live.” Man lives to-day in an age of investiga- 
tion; he hae weighed anchor upon the vast unknown sea of 
knowledge, where everything is ready for his investigations, 
from sand-grain to. perfected planet, and from fire-mist to 
souls of men. 

No nation, to time no age, but has had those Spiritualistie 
manifestations. The Bible is full of it, from the ** Voice of 
God” in the garden to John in Patmos, who was emphat- 
ically told the angel was of his brethren the prophets, one 
like himself. 

Can you find a record of modern manifestations more 
startling than of Saul and the woman of Endor? What 
minister dare say it is not true? Notone. Did she tell 
the truth? Who dares deny that? And God declares 
‘*that which has been, shall be, and that which is to be 
hath already been. God requires the things that are past.” 
And if these manifestations hav been, they are required 
and must be manifest to-day. 

We can piv only a few scattered thoughts, beautifully ex- 
pressed, beariug also a beautiful tribute to our sister, Mrs. 
Penfield, just passed from our mortal vision into that 
higher life ef evellasting progress. 

The audience listened in silence for nearly two hours, . 
and the meeting adjourned to meet at Our next anniver-~ 


ry. 

Mrs, Colby goes to Rochester, where her services will 

commence nexi Sabbath, probably st Oda Fellows! Temple. 
The entire meeting Was a success, financially and spir- 

itually. CoRNELIA GARNDER, Cor. Sec, 


t 


ohh 
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|... Silectiong. 
{From the Chicago Times. , 
The Chinese Religion. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE CHICAGO Times : To-day Messrs. 
Wright, Dickey, O'Connor, and Murch, of the select com- 
mittee on the causes of the present depression of labor, pre- 
sented the majority a special report upon Chinese immigra- 
tion. 

These gentlemen are in great fear for the future of our 
most holy and perfectly authendicated religion, and hav, 
like faithful watchmen, from the walls and towers of Zion, 
hastened to giv the alarm. They hav informed Congress 
that “Joss has his temple of worship in the Chinese quarters 
in Ban Francisco. Within the walls of a dilapidated struc- 
‘ture is exposed to the view of the faithful the god of the 
Chinaman, and here are his altars of worship. Here he 
tears up his pieces of paper ; here he offers up his prayers ; 
here he receives his religious consolations, and here is his 
road to the celestial land.” That ‘‘ Joss is located in along, 
narrow room in a building in a back alley, upon à kind of 
altar ;? that ‘he isa wooden image, looking as much like 
an alligator as like a human being;" that the Chinese 
** think there is such a place as heaven ;" that ‘‘all classes 
of Chinamen worship idols;" that “the temple is open 
every day at all hours ;" that “the Chinese hav no Sunday;” 
that this heathen god has ‘‘huge jaws, a big red tongue, 
large white teeth, a half-dozen arms, and big, fiery eyeballs. 
About him are placed offerings of meat and other eatables 
—a sacrificial offering.” 

The world is aiso informed by these. gentlemen that 
“idolatry of the Chinese produces a demoralizing effect 
upon our American youth by bringing sacred things into 
disrespect, and making religion a theme of disgust and con- 
tempt.” 

In San Francisco there are some three hundred thousand 
people. Is it possible that a few Chinese can briag our 

_ “holy religion,” into disgust and contempt? In that city 
there are fifty times as many churches as joss-houses. Scores 
of sermons are uttered every week ;” religious books and 
papers are plentiful as leaves in autumn, and somewhat 
diyer ; thousands of Bibles are within the reach of al]. And 
. there, too, is the example of a Caristian city. 
Why should we send missionaries to China if we can not 
‘convert the heathen when they come here ? When mission- 
aries go to a foreign land, the poor, benighted people hav to 
take their worl for the blessings showered upon a Christian 
people ; but when the heathea come here they can see for 
themselves. Whit was simply a story becomes a demon- 
strated fact. They come in Contact with people who love 
their enemies, They see that in a Christian land men tel] 
the truth; that they will not take advantage of strangers ; 
that they are just and patient, kind and tender; that they 
never resort to force; that they hav no prejudice 
on account ‘of color, race, or religion; that they 
look upon mankind as brethren; that they speak of 
God as a universal father, and are willing to work, and even 
to suffer, tor the good not only of their own countrymen, 
put of the heathen as well. All this the Chinese see and 
know, and why they still cling to the religion of their 
country is to ms a matter of amazement. 

We all know that the diaciples of Jesus do unto others as 
they wouid that others should do unto them, and that those 
of Confucius do not unto others anything that they would 
not that others should do unto them. Surely such people 
ought to liv together in perfect peace. l 

R sing with the subject, growing heated with a kind 
of holy indignation, these Christian representatives of a 
Christian people most solemnly declare that 

“Any one who is really endowed with a correct knowl. 
edge of our religious system, which acknowledges the 
existence of a living God and an accountability to him, and 
a future state of rew.rd and punishment, who feels that he 
has an apology for this abominable pagan worship, is nota 

fit person to be ranked as a good citizen of the American 
Union. It is absurd to make an apology for its toleration, 
It must be abolished, and the sooner the decree goes forth 
by the power of this government, the better it will be for 
the interests of this land.” 

I take this, the earliest opportunity, to inform these gen. 
tlemen composing à majority of the committee that we hav 
in the United States no ''religious system ;" that this is a 
secular government ; that it has no religious creed ; that it 
does not believe nor disbelieve in a future state of reward 
and punishment ; that it neither affirms nor denies the 
existence of a ‘living God;" and that the only god, so far 
as this government is concerned, is the legally expressed will 
of a majority of the people. Under our flag the Chinese 
hav the same right to worship a wooden god that you hav to 
worship any other. The Constitution protects equally the 
church of Jehovah and the house of Joss. Whatever their 
relative positions may be In heaven, they stand upon a per- 
fect equality in the United States. This government is an 
Infidei government. We hav a Constitution with man put 
in dnd God left out; and it is the glory of this country that 
we hav such a Constitution. 

Our religion can only be brought into contempt by the 
actions of those who profess to be governed by its teachings, 
This report will do more in that direction than millions of 
Chinese could do by burning pieces of paper before a 
wooden image. If you wish to impress the Chinese with 
the value of your religion, of what you are pleased to call 
‘tihe American system,” show them that Christians are 
better than heathens. Prove to them that what you are 
pleased to call the ‘‘living God " teaches higher and nobler 
things, a grander and purer code of morals, than can be 
found upon pagan pages. 
try, in honesty, in reverence for parents, in cleanliness, in 


Excel these wretches in indus- 


frugality, and above all by advocating the absolute liberty 
of human thought. 

Do not trample upon these people because they hav a dif- 
ferent conception of things about which even this commit- 
tee knows nothing. . $ 

Congress has nothing to do with the religion of the peo- 
ple. Its members are not responsible to God for the opin- 
ions of their constituents, and it may tend to the happiness 
of the constituents for me to state that they arein no way 
responsible for the religion of the members, Religion is an 
individual, not a national, matter. And where the nation 
interferes with the right of conscience, the liberties of the 
people are devoured by the monster superstition. 

If you wish to drive out the Chinese do not make a 
pretext of religion. Do not pretend that you are trying to 
do God a favor. Injustice in his name is doubly detestable. 
The assassin cannot sanctify his danger by falling on his 
knees, and it does not help a falsehood if it be uttered as a 
prayer. Religion used to intensify the hatred of men 
toward men under the pretense of pleasing God has cursed 
the world. . f 

A portion of this most remarkable report is intensely 
religious. There is in it almost the odor of sanctity, and 
when reading it one is impressed with the living piety of its 
authors. But on the twenty-fifth page there aro a few pas: 
sages that must pain the hearts of true believers. Leaving 
their religious views, the members immediately betake 
themselves to philosophy and prediction. Listen : 


“The Chinese race and the American citizen, whether 
native born or who is eligible to our naturalization laws and 
becomes a citizen, are in a state of antagonism. They can- 
not por will not ever meet upon common ground and occupy 
together the same social level. This is impossible. The 
pagan and the Christian travel different paths. ‘This one 
believes in a living God ; that one in the type of monsters 
and worship of wood and stone. Thus in the religion of 
the two races of men they are as wide apart as the poles of 
the two hemispheres. They cannot now nor never (sic) will 
approach the same religious altar. The Christian wil! not 
recede to barbarism, nor will the Chinese advance to the 
enlightened belt [whatever it is] of civilization. . . . . 
He Cannot be Converted to those modern ideas of religious 
worship which hav been accepted by Europe and which 
crown the American system.” i 


Christians used to believe that through their religion all 
the nations of the earth were finally to be blessed. In 
accordance with that belief missionaries hav been sent to 
every land, and untold wealth has been expended for what 
has been called the spread of the gospel. 

I am almost sure that I hav read somewhere that ‘ Christ 
died for all men,” and that ‘‘God is no respecter of per- 
sons.” It was once taught that it was the duty of Christians 
to tell to all people the “ tidings of great joy.” I hav never 
believed these things myself, but hav always contended that 
an honest merchant was the best missionary. Commerce 
makes friends, religion makes enemies; the one enriches 
aud the other impoverishes ; the one thrives best where the 
truth is told, the other where falsehoods are believed. For 
myself, I hav but little confidence in any business, or enter- 
prise, or investment that promises dividends only after the 
death of the stockholders, 

But I am astonished that four Christian statesmen, four 
members of Congress, in the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century, who seriously object to people on account of their 
religious convictions, should still assert that the very 
religion in which they believe—and the only religion estab. 
lished by the living God, head of the American law—is not 
adapted to the spiritual needs of one-third of the human 
race. Itis amazing that these four gentlemen hav, in the 
defense of the Christian religion, announced the discovery 
that it is wholly inadequate for the civilization of mankind ; 
that the light of the cross can never penetrate the darkness 
of China ; ‘‘ that all the labors of the missionary, the exam- 
ple of the good, the exaited character of our civilization, 
makes no impression upon the pagan life of. the Chinese ;” 
and that even the report of this committee will not tend to 
elevate, refine, and Christianize the yellow heathen of the 
Pacific coast.. In the name of religion these gentlemen hay 
denied its power and mocked at the enthusiasm of its 
founder, Worse than this, they hav predicted for the 
Chinese a future of ignorance and idolatry in this world, 
and, if the ‘‘ American system ” of religion is true, hell-fire 
in the next. 

For the benefit of these four philosophers and propheta, 
I will giv a few extracts from the writings of Confucius, 
that will, in my judgment, compare favorably with the best 
passages of their report : . 

** My doctrine is that man must be true to the principles 
of his nature, and the benevolent exercise of them toward 
others. : : 

** With coarse rice to eat, with water tó drink, and with 
my bended arm for my pillow, I still hav joy. 

* Riches and honor acquired by injustice are to me but 
floating clouds. 

“ The man who, in view of gain, thinks of righteousness, 
who, in view of danger, forgets life, and who remembers 
an old agreement, however far back it extends, such a man 
may be reckoned a complete man. . 

* Recompense injury with justice, and kindness with 
kindness. i 

* There is one word which may serve as a rule of prictice 
for all one’s life : Reciprocity is that word.” 


‘When the ancestors of the four Christian congressmen 
were barbarians, when they lived in caves, gnawed bones, 
and worshiped dried snakes, the infamous Chinese were 
reading these sublime sentences of Confucius. When the 
forefathers of these Christian statesmen were hunting toads 
to get the jewels out of their heads, to be used as charms, 
the wretched Chinese were calculating eclipses, and measur- 
ing the circumference of the earth. When the progenitors 
of these representatives of the ‘‘ American system of relig- 
ion" were burning women charged with nursing devils, the 
people “incapable of being influenced by the exalied 


character of our civilization,” were building asylums for the 
insane. ; 


` Neither should it be forgotten that for thousands of years 


the Chinese hav honestly practiced the great principle known 


as civil-service reform, a something that even the admistra- 
tion of Mr. Hayes has reached only through the proxy of 
promise. . 

If we wish to prevent the immigration of the Chinese, let 
us reform our treaties With the vast empire from whence 
they came. For thousands of years the Chinese secluded 
themselves from the rest of the world. They did not deem 
the Christian nation fit to associate with. -We forced our- 
selves upon them. We called, not with cards, but with 
cannon. The English battered down the door in the names 
of opium and Christ. The infamy was regarded as another 
triumph for the gospel. At last, in self-defense, the Chinese 
allowed Christians to touch their shores. Their wise men, 
their philosophers, protested, and prophesied that time 
would show that the Christians could not be trusted. This 
report proves that the wise men were not only philosophers 
but prophets. 

Treat China as you would England. Keep a treaty while 
itisin force. Change it if you will, according to the laws 
of nations, but on no account excuse & breach of national 
faith by pretending that we are dishonest for God's sake. 

ROBERT Q, INGERSOLL, 


[From Truth.] 
Peter Cooper’s Monument, 


When old Peter Cooper became wealthy from selling ` 
glue, he also became imbued with a desire to do something 
that would render his name a household word. ‘For hours 
at a time the old gentleman sat on his air-cushion and gazed 
over his spectacles at space, all the time revolving in his 
mind various plans by which he could accomplish his 
desired object. Among the other projects which are guid to 
hav been discussed by him, with his son Eddie and his son- 
in-law, Abe Hewitt, was the purchasing of a quantity of 
damaged red flannel at auction, wherewith to make nether 
garments for the heathen ; but Abe, who was once a tutor, 
pointed out to the old gentleman that the heathen mostly 
lived in tropical climates, and that they would be likely to 
use the red flannel as bait for bull-frogs, or some other pur- 
pose equally foreign to the good man’s intentions, 

Mr. Cooper reluctantly admitted the force of this argu- 
ment, and relapsed into a moody silence. Eiward, like a 
dutiful and affectionate son, was greatly moved at his 
father’s distress, and, anxious to console him, suggested that 
he donate a stained-glass window to some one of the many 
churches; but while the old man rather fancied the ides, 
Abe again interfered, and suggested that such a memorial 
would only be seen by a comparative few, besides which 
the press would most likely say ihat the window was 
intended to commemorate the wisdom of buying glue on & 
falling market and selliag on a rising market, 


Edward was quite chagrined at this, while the old gentlc---—--— 


man, on the principle o? *' misery loves company,” was cor- 
respondingly elated. For some time there was an ominous 
silence, which was finally broken by Hewitt’s suggesting 
that a large building be erected on a conspicuous site, to be 
used partly as a public library and partly as a large hall 
which could always be accessible to the masses for the pur- 
poses of meetings, lectures, etc. This, he said, would not 
only render Peter famous with the present generations but 
also perpetuate his memory for ceaturies to come. Perhaps 
Abe, in making this suggestion, saw an opportunity of lug- 
ging his own name before the public as a trustee of the insti- 
tution, and—but let this go; suffice it to say that the plan 
met Peter’s views, and the world knows the result. 

Since Cooper Union has been thrown open to the public 
its spacious hall has been used alike by politician and dema- 
gogue, lecturer and divine. Within it hav been held meet- 
ings of every imaginable character. Anna Dickinson has 
there poured forth invective, and lashed public men with 
the whip of sarcasm; Wendell Phillips, unfettered, has 
criticised everybody and everything with silver.tongued 
oratory; Denis Kearney has uttered his blasphemy and 
billingsgate unannoyed, and even Victoria Woodhull has, 
on.several occasions, ventilated her peculiar ideas of sociol- 
ogy from its wide platform. 

But the liberality and freedom which has hitherto charac- 
terized the government of the Union appears to be gradually 
lessening. On the 29th of this month D. M. Bennett, the 
editor of Tug TRUTA BERKER, will be freed from prison, 
whither he was sent by Anthony Comstock, who ever and 
anon edifies a select circle of ministers with views of pic- 
tures that cannot but fail to shock and disgust any but the 
most depraved. The offense charged against Mr. Bennett 
was the selling a pamphlet treating of the marriage relations. 
A number of Mr. Bennett friends, desiring to express their 
sympathy with him in his suffering, and gladness at his re- 
lease from imprisonment, hav, within the past few weeks, 
been making arrangements to giv him a reception on his 
arrival in the city. 

The first meeting of his friends having this object in 
view was so largely attended that it was decided to engago 
Cooper Institute, and hav the reception on a grand scale. 
The reception committee applied to the trustees of the 
Union, and to their surprise met with a peremptory refusal. 
Subsequently a protest against this action was forwarded to 
ihe trustees, which elicited the reply that ''after a careful 
consideration they declined to reconsider their previous 
decision." i 

Abe Hewitt, when asked by a reporter of Truth the reason 
for this action of the trustees, drew himself naughtily up 
and sternly replied, '* The trustees never giv their reasons,- 
sir,” 

[Truth of the same date also contained the following 
notice of à new hook published by the Petersona, of Phila: 
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.delphia, one of the leading publishing houses of the 
country :] . 

The Messrs, Peterson, of Philadelphia, hav kindly for- 
warded us a newly-printed novel called ‘ Nana,” written by 
Emile Zola,.and translated by John Sterling, with a request 
that we giv it a good notice. This we hasten to do. 

“ Nana ” is; without a shade of doubt, the dirtiest, most 
beastly and obscene book that ever saw the light from any 
respectable publishing house. In the actual sublimation of 
filth it far surpasses the open and confessed nastiness of the 
professional obscenities known as ‘ Those Books.” There 
is not a page of ** Nana” that does not bristle with sugges- 
tion even where it is not an open and lurid description of 
the actions of the worst class of Parisian women. Nana is 
a cocotte Who sells her charms to this man and that. Not 
only is M. Zola very particular in his specifications of how 
much she gets, but he is equally realistic in the description 
of how much she gives. To analyze “Nana,” however, 
would be to become as filthy as itself. No analysis could be 
complete without some quotations which would subject 
Truth to the accusation of sending obscene matter through 
the mails. : 

** Nana," probably because it is so dirty, is selling in 
thousands, and the Messrs. Peterson, who put out such lit- 
erature to corrupt youth and foster the vices of sensual old 
age, are reaping a fortune from the work. It sella, and that 
is all this firm considers. They care not what young men 
are given the appetite for unholy joys, nor what young 
women, after reading, take the step that leads to the bagnio. 
The Mesars. Peterson enjoy the money that has been ex- 
pended to learn such lessons of dishonor, ruin, and shame. 

There is no excuse for the composition nor the publica- 
tion of such books as ‘‘ Nana.” They teach nothing that 
should be known. The excuse of the modern school of 
realiam in works of fiction is that there is nothing done or 
said in this world of ours that is not fit to describe, The 

. theory is false. In the privacy of life there are many things 
which it is altogether unnecessary and unwise to make sub- 
jects of open conversation, It is abasing to dwell upon 
them. As well.when you purchase a bouquet of fresh, 
sweet-smelling flowers to demand of the dealer an analysis 
of the manure in which they were grown. We may all 
know that manure is a necessity to the well-being of plants. 
But we don't wish the fact brought to our attention when 
at table enjoying a lettuce salad. 

The point, however, that we would particularly suggest 
regarding ‘‘ Nana” is the injustice of laws concerning 

" obscene literature that will send the publisher of ** Cupid's 
Yokes” to state prison and permit the open sale of a work 
which has not even a philosophical reason for its existence, 
We should not oppose Mr. Anthony COri8tock's course BO 
earnestly if, in place of becoming a petty persecutor of 
small people, he took the bull by the horns and brought 
large publishers like these Petersons up with a round turn 
for flooding the market with such demoralizing stuff as 
these books of Emile Zola. We hold ourselves responsible 
forthe statement that no man who has been imprisoned by 
Comstock for publishing vile literature has ever put upon 
the world a book half so filthy and loathsome as this “Nana.” 
Under the ruling of Judge Benedict that any publication 
having a tendency to debase the mind must come under the 
act, it would not be possible for the Petersons to escape 
conviction. s j 

We hav nothing against the Petersons, We do'not wish 
to see them goto jail. But if our laws are at all consistent 
we insist that they ought to go there, Bennett merely sold 
* Qupid's Yokes,” The man who runs the bookstores on 
the Metro politan Elevated Railroad sells “Nana.” Under 
such decisions as were given in Bennett’s case, this man who 
deals out “Nana” in seventy-five cent doses should now 
be in the Albany Penitentiary. 

That is, if Anthony Comstock, District Attorney Wood- 

ford, and Judge Benedict were at all logical. 
» No boy, no girl, no woman, can rise from the perusal of 
“ Nana " as pure in mind as when he or she sat down to it. 
It is a feast of filth, a flow of ordure, and the impurity per- 
mestes every page from the first to the last, 

Most of the inhabitants of New York city know of the 
existence of Greene street. But it would advantage them 
nothing to read a detailed account of the life of its inmates, 
concealing nothing. 

Yet that is “ Nana” as concerns the Greene street of 
Parigs—no more and no less. 


Spiked His Gun. 


To THE EDITOR or Tun TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: It is not 
often you hear from this corner of the Lord’s vineyard, 
hence it gives me so much more pleasure to record the fact 
that we here in Dallas hav at last been able to form an 
auxiliary local League, to be known as the Dallas Liberal 
League, No. 170. We organized permanently on the 
Lord's day, February 29, 1880. We number twenty-six 
members, among whom are five of the '* weaker vessels,” 
and hope soon to be a power in the land for good. 

To show you what we are doing, I inclose clippings from 
the Herald, the leading daily here, to which paper we are 
principally indebted for the prominence we hav attained 80 
far. We learn that the proprietors hav been remonstrated 

: with by some of the orthodox for publishing cur proceed- 
ings, but they were told that the Herald was & newspaper, 
and wouid publish facts, no matter what they were, The 
report of our meeting, with the Demands of Liberalism at 
the bottom of it, called out a ** soldier of the cross" in an 
article, which I also inclose, and which in turn elicited a 
reply, a8 follows: 

i [Advertisement.] 
, READ. 


“Jf the cause of Christ profit through my lies, why should 
I be adjudget a sinner?"—(8t. Paul.) 


The above text implies that the founders of Christianity 
. considered falsehoods legitimate provided they were used 
for the purpose of advancing “the cause,” that it might 
profit. To show that this same Jesuitical principle—the 
end justifies the means—is still adhered to by the ** Chris- 
tian preachers ” of to-day is the purpose of this article. 
: "Witness the following extract from an editorial purport- 
ing to be a criticism on the objects of the Liberal League, 
and which sppesred in the Christian Preacher, a weekly 
sheet published in Dallas, of date, Lord's Day, March 14, 
1880, to wit:.*'But in their onslaught on Christianity, the 
Lord's Day, and the Bible, they will find a motley crew for 
company. The gamblers, drunkards, dram-sellers, rakes, 
and rascals generally will be at their back, wishing them 
well and urging them on. The woman that stoops to such 
an association puts herself in a line with the lewd of her 
sex.” Now these are lies manufactured out of whole cloth; 
but being uttered for the purpose of deterring the timia 
from joining our association, why should the Christian 
preacher be adjudged a sinner if ‘the cause of Christ" 
profit by his lies? The aforesaid Christian preacher is 
; welcome to all the consolation he can derive from the prece- 
i dent established by his prototype, St. Paul. : 
T. C. Cornet. 


In addition to this *' advertisement” (for which, by the 
way, a charge of $5.25 was made), the 7/mes, in its evening 
issue of same date, March 23d, comes out, by way of incen- 
tive for the Christian Preacher to take it up, in the following 
language: 


There seems to be war imminent between the Liberal 
| League and some minister of the gospel in this city. Mr. 
Cornet champions. the cause of the League in a card pub- 
lished in the Herald this morning. He starts the ball with 
a strong throw by saying that the assertions of the minister 
are ‘‘ lies out of the whole cloth,” a rather serious charge to 
be brought against a clergyman. As we hav not had a 
church quarrel for several weeks, the prospect ahead for 
first-class local items is good. 


But I am sorry the Zimes man was disappointed, for nary 
a word the ‘‘ Christian preacher " has had to say to this day 
either in his own paper or in any other. This, Mr. Editor, 
is the only way to spike their guns, Whenever they pre- 
sume to cast odium on the character of Liberals, either as 
individuals or collectively, pin the lie right on to their fore- 
heads. Any one who uses such language, be he preacher 
or layman, is a coward and dares not take it up. 7 

Havn't we got the drop on them every time they venture 
to indulge in their favorite sport—vituperation and cal- 
umny? Can they support their vile slander by testimony? 
No. Who ever heard of a Liberal expiating a crime on the 
gallows or serving out a term in the penitentiary, unless it 
be, as in the case of our beloved friend Bennett, by convic- 
tion in the modern Star Chamber, the court of Benedict the 
|higot,.on the trumped-up charge of obscenity, supported 
only by the testimony of Comstock the perjurer? 

Brother Peterson, of Common Sense fame, writes, ‘I am 
sorry to see that friend Cornet has made a misquotation, as 
on that account his article loses its force.’ However, I 
can’t see it in that light. See Romans iii, 7, and where is 
the difference? I did not hav the time, nor the inclination, 
to hurt through the old musty record for the verbatim; 
anyhow I. giv the meaning of it, and it had the desired 


effect; č. e., to spike his gun. T. C. Cornet, 
Dallas, Texas, April 5, 1880. Rec, L, L. 170. 


The “ Key-Stone ” Science. 


Yo THE EDITOR or Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I was 
going to write upon the utility of Spiritualism, until I read 
Mr, Chapman's argument in favor of its truths. I hope you 
will allow me to join issue with him: I will do it in courtesy 
—in a spirit of fair play. I know I shall say things that 
will offend. I will strive to say the offensive things in as 
pleasant a way as possible, with plainness. 

Mr. Chapman throws down the gauntlet of war in a truly 
gallant manner. I cannot help admiring his courage, 
whether his reasoning is good or bad. i 

* “Some people hav philosophies, 
Strangely framed from end to end; 
Better name would be sophistries. 
For such theories wildly penned.” 

A strange science is mesmerism—one of the greatest delu- 
sions of the age—the science of insanity, This is the sci- 
ence, this is ** the key-stone to Spiritualism ;" so says Mr. 
Chapman in THE TRUTA SEEKER of March 27th. This is 
“the great proof which ere long is destined to convince the 
world that man is a spirit, and that the spirit of man is im- 
mortal.” 

There once was a time when I believed in mesmerism. I 
practiced and investigated, and ended in the firm convic- 
tion that mesmerism was a great delusion—clairvoyance 
nonsense. Take a mesmerie and set him before you ; tell 
him mesmerism is a farce—that it is all nonsense. Having 
persuaded him against mesmerism, your power over him is 
gone. Take another mesmeric. Persuade him that you 
can let him see into the man, and he will tell you all about 
it. Try ten thousand of your patients, and they will, if 
kept apart, giv you ten thousand different reports. Place 
your hands in attitude of attracting your mesmeric ; let a 
stranger hold him back; he will come up to you as if 
attracted by you. Do you feel the reaction upon your fin- 
gers? I know you do not. I therefore deny the attraction. 
Take a lancet and cut a nerve of sensation ; then by the 
strongest act of your will strive to pass the nerve’s vital fluid, 
or the sense of feeling, below the incision. You cannot do 
it. If you cannot, by the strongest act of your volition, 
pass the feeling a hair’s breadth in your own body, how can 
you disembody it and send it into another body ? It has not 
been proved that a nerve's vital fluid exists, but I am will- 
ing, for the sake of the argument, to take it for granted. 
When this fluid, or aura, passes from the mesmerist to the 
mesmeric, they are both wide awake, and we then. hav the 
wonderful phenomenon of à wide-awake fluid going from 


a waken man to a waken man to produce sleep. If a 
sleepy fluid went from a sleepy man to the man wide awake - 
to put him to sleep, would it not be more rational, and one 
might think more scientific, in the science whieh is ‘‘the 
key-stone to Spiritualism ?" 

Take another test, and I politely ask the attention of all 
parties to it, whether they be mesmerists, clairvoyants, 
Spiritualists, or parties who do not believe a word about 
this key-stone science: 

‘Stand before an audience and tell that audience that you 
hav discovered a new nerve vital electric machine. By its 
means you can discharge a large quantity of mesmeric mag- 
netism; that you wish one man from the audience to go with 
you into the anteroom to help you to work the machine. 
Praise it ; puff it ; get the audience to believe it. Go into the 
anteroom with your friend, sit by the fire, read the news- 
paper, laugh in your sleeve at those going to sleep. Come out 
and you will hav alot of mesmerics. This is the key-stone to 
Spiritualism. This experiment I hav tested time after time. 
It proves mesmerism a delusion. Reduced to practice it 
proves that the belief in a thing, whether true or false, has 
the same effect, so far as acts of volition are concerned. 

If any one wants to become a mesmerist let him learn the 
value of bounce, persuade people that he has got the power, 
and the trick is done. But my advice to the mesmeric is if 
you do not wish to. be mesmerized do not believe in the 
bounce doctrine.  Disbelieve all the charlatans say, and 
you and mesmerism will remain strangers. 

Your correspondent falls into many errors upon his pet 
* key-stone " science. But his greatest error ia when he says 
that no man can mesmeriz» himself. That is an assertion, 
and all truths appertain to an affirmation or a negation, I 
assert the opposite—that mesmeries put themselves to sleep 
by their foolish faith in this delusive so-called science. I 
fearlessly assert that there is not living upon this earth one. 
man that can mesmerize another. 'The less of that nonsense, 
mesmerism, the better for humanity. It Spiritualism has to 
stand or fall by mesmerism, then it will hav to pull up some . 
of its errors, throw to the wind some of its fancies, and learn 
that all truths are nothing more or less than a knowledge of 
facts. There are many things of which we know nothing, 
many things of which we kuow alittle. But it is neither 
reason nor anything like logic to explain the little we know 
by that of which we know nothing. In the mystery of 
thinking there is ever the question, What thinks? The 
Spiritualists say soul, and explain by reference to mesmer- 
ism. But this explanation needs explaining. How can a 
soul think? It is just as likely that the brain thinks as the 
soul. The brain we know it is, and know something of it. 
The soul we do not know it is, and what is more, we know 
nothing of it. The germ theory proves nothing concerning : 
the soul, and it is a mere begging of the question. . 

The absurd idea of comparing a soul to à man playing 
upon an organ is nothing better than a loss of time, be- 
cause when the organ is dead there is the soul in existence, 
and cannot think a thought for want of the organ (brain). 
A soul withont a thought is an existence witheut an exist- 
ence, which is equivalent to say that it exists, but does not 
know that it exists. It hasno consciousness. The question 
is often asked by modern Spiritualists and ancient ones, 
How can matter become conscious? How can conscious- 
ness become attached to matter ? People often forget them- 
selves and use a two-edged argument. How can spirit be- 
come conscious ? How can consciousness become attached 
to soul? This is plain matter. Spiritisa fancy. Matter 
is a reality. Spirit is only a faith. That faith exercises its 
power upon the believer, so far as his acts of volition are 
concerned, and produces to the believer treatises upon the 
‘‘key-stone” science— which is both a delusion and a enare— 
mesmerism, 

It is useless to talk of either mesmerism or Spiritualism. 
I can do the mesmeric trick with any one, As for spirit- 
ual mediums, under the same conditions, I will do all that 
they can do, and that, too, without the aid of spirits. 

CHARLES AUDLEY. 

Wilkinsburgh, Pa., March 30, 1880. 


— 


Dr. A.J. Clark. 


To THE EDITOR oF TuE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I would 
say to the many readers of Tas TRUTH BEEKER in the 
West and the Northwest that I hav labored long and hard 
to get some learned Liberal worker who would be willing 
to take some risk with myself and other Liberals in the 
Western and Northwestern states. Hitherto but few com- 
munities hav been able to pay twenty or thirty dollars for 
one or two lectures, After a correspondence of over a year 
with Dr. A. J. Clark, of Indiana, I hav succeeded in getting 
this earnest, able, and radical worker to teke the field at 
terms within the reach of all, provided he can be kept in 
constant employment. I am now ready to negotiate with 
societies or individuals for lectures, camp or grove meet- 
ings, or for a single lecture. I earnestly desire every reader . 
of this paper to send me a postal with his name, post-oflice, 
county, and state plaiuly written ; and in return I will send 
him my circular letter, which will fully explain my manner 
of operation, embracing list of subjects and scala of prices. 
Let me hear from you right away, for we ought to keep 
Bro, Clark in the field and busily at work for at least one. 
year. For the last three weeks I hav heen listening to him, 
and I am fully convinced that he is the right man in the 
right place to do this missionary work Sober and temper- 
ate in his habits, clear and logical in his reasoning, and pos- 
sessing a Magnetism and eanestuess that at once attract at- 
tention and reach the understanding, the common people 
hear him gladly. Address EF. F. FoLLET. 
Rockford, Ill., Box 203. 


€ 
Oren rebuke js better than secret hatred, l 
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Simancial. 


Diseussion of the National Financial System. 
BETWEEN DR. H. H, MORRISON AND JOHN W. TRUESDELL. 


DR. MORRISON'8 FIFTH LETTER. 


To THE EDITOR or Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: John 
Stuart Mill said that “one man with an idea is a more 
potent factor of social advancement than a thousand men 
with only interests.” History, as well as our life-experi- 
ence, demonstrates the fact that only a few hav been imbued 
with the love of bumanity to that degree that they were 
able to abandon their individual interests and devote them- 
selves to the upbuilding of the great interests of society. 
The careful student of history will notice at every step of 
the world’s progress the contrast between ideas and inter- 
ests. One of the most notable examples of the fierce strug- 
gles between ideas and interests was exemplified in the war 
—first of ideas, then of swords—between slavery and free- 


dom in our Own country. The man of ideas points out. 


wrongs in society and government and proposes a reforma- 
tion; but interest cries out, Hands off, you man of one 
idea; you must not interfere with the established order of 
things. ; 

Mr. Truesdells last article but too plainly proves that, 
Liberal as he is in religion, interests are blinding him in 
regard to the great question of financial reform. Reform 
never entices the opuieat or ruling classes. It has little or 
no fascination for the rich and contented. The dissatisfied, 
the wronged, are those who lead in reforms, or else those 
who, like Garrison, lead a life of devotion to the cause of 
suffering and outraged humanity. Ideas always begin the 
battle, whilst interests, as in the slaveholder’s case, are 
nearly always the first to change it from a moral to a physi- 
cal conflict. 

It is to be hoped, Mr. Editor, that this conflict hetween 
ideas and interests, between liberty and political and mate- 
tial slavery, wil be settled peacefully and intelligently at 
the polls, and by patriotic legislation, rather than on the 
sanguinary field of blood. 

Mr. Truesdell says he is both national banker and broker. 
I hope he is not one of the kird we in the West call ‘‘ curb- 
atone brokers.” They are the fellows who do.the dirty cut- 
throat business for the bankers—stealing under and over 
the law. ; 

Iam not surprised that Mr. Truesdell will not agree with 
my showing of the per cent gains of national banks; but he 
ought to be willing to tell the whole truth, as given by the 
Comptroller of the Currency, and too in a way that would 
not mislead even the ordinary reader. But we find him fol- 
lowing his guide, the Comptroller, whose every argument 
isin the interest of the national system—really using the 
same figures and arguments. 

During the year, from September 1, 1872, to September 1, 
1878 (pages 54 and 55 of report for 1873), we find, the net 
earnings given as foilows: For the first six months, net 
earnings, $31,926,478—5.37 per cent; last six months, 
$38,122,000—5.46 per cent; total earnings for the year, 
$65,048,478; total per cent, 10.88. 

Thus we find that even to calculate the interest on the 
reported capital and surplus, as Mr. Truesdell contends for, 
the interest is nearly 11 per cent per annum, large enough 
in all conscience. 

Without stating my former argument in regard to the 
Interest accumulated by the national banks, I will simply 
say that in spite of Mr. Truesdell’s attempted ridicule, I yet 
&dhere to the correctness of my statements. I hav long 
since learned that most men when they are on the wrong 
side of any question and they can’t uphold their side by just 
reasoning, then resort to ridicule and evasion. 

Friend Truesdell, it won't win; the thoughtful reader 
will see through the scum and rightly perceive the truth. 


"To show up the power of the national system to accumu. 
late by interest, and in that way to build up a powerful 
money power, a3 it has, I will now giv Mr. Truesdell some 
more figures, which he may put to ‘‘ soak,” and see how he 
will dispose of them. The national banks, as a whole, 
drew interest for thirteen years, ending with 1878, on about 
three times their nominal capital and more than twice their 
capital and surplus. (See report of 1878, page 13 of appen- 
dix.) On the 1st of October, 1878, the capital of the national 
banks (2.053) was $466,147,486; the amount of their loans 
was $888,088,450. This is tbe amount they were drawing 
interest on in addition to interest on their bonds on file at 
"Washington, amounting to, 


1. Bonds for circulation............ $347,556,650 
2. Bonds for deposits.............. 47.936,850* 
8. United States bonds on hand.... 46,780,600 
m $442,279,100 
Loans and discounts, as &boYe...... $33,988,450 
Total amount upon which they were 
drawing interest...........-....-.% $1, 276,267,550 


Now suppose we deduct, not the whole amount of their 
currency, but their average bank circulation, for the same 
period, which was $307,299,854, and we hav left, as their 
real capital, the amount of $275,167,143. "Thus, the banks 
really, during the date above given, drew interest on more 
than four times their real capital. 

Mr. Truesdell will sgain fly into a tempest over thia last 
showing; but he need not, for it is the truth. Suppose, 
Mr. Truesdell, this bank circulation of over three hundred 
and seven million dollars is a liability, do they not hav the 
use of it for twenty years at the mere nominal sum of one 
per cent per annum? And did not the banks make during 
those same years about 94 per cent clear profits, as per 
Comptroller's Report? Who would not assume liabilities 
upon such terms? 


If the above figures are not conclusive, look at the state- 
ment of the First National Bank of Greencastle, Indiana, 
as found on page 585 of report of 1878. 

And here Mr. Truesdell cannot accuse me of picking out 
a bank favorably located, viz., the Second National Bank 
of Jersey City, the statement of which is found on page 
848, same report, which. drew interest on four times its 
nominal capital and surplus. 


The loans and discounts of the Green- 


castle bank Were....:+......cccceeee $163.700 
Bonds for circulation... ................. 184 000 
Amount upon which they were drawing ———— 
interest. ........ cece eee eee $297,100 
Nominal capital...... — m $125 000 
Surplus fund.. II 64,500 
Total capital and surplus................ $189,500 


Thus you will see that this bank—not an average one by 
any means—drew interest on more than one and a half times 
its nominal capital and surplus, and over four times the 
amount of its real capital. 

My “glaring inconsistencies, as exemplified in my strik- 
ing illustration of fiat bookkeeping,” has doubtless dis- 
turbed my friend Truesdell a little, if indeed he has not 
been really vexed, to think that a man with but a limited 
education, living in a prairie town, far from the ‘drop. 
pings of the sanctuary " (Wall street), and who never—no, 
never—had a banking education, should dare to criticise the 
national banking institution in its relations to the prosper- 
ity—or otherwise—of our people, as individuals and as a 
nation, whether it be in reality a blessing or a curse, a ben- 
efaction or a fraud. 

Mr. Truesdell indirectly accuses me of knowing nothing 
about the bank question. The priest has always arrogated 
io himself the exclusive prerogative of interpreting the 
* mysteries of godliness," but some hav questioned his 
authority and disputed his dogmas. And yet springtime 
and harvest come and go, the birds sing as sweetly, the 
flowers bloom as brightly, and loving tenderness is cherished 
by the hand of affection just as though an endless, torment- 
ing ‘‘hell” had never been invented. And in spite of all 
the sneers and sarcasm, all the vindictive names or ridicule 
heaped upon us by the pampered foes of liberty, their hire- 
ling press, or paid attorneys, the people will think and will 
dare to criticise any institution, and destroy it too, that will 
seek to abridge the liberties or to destroy the prosperity of 
our country. : 

In a former article Mr. Truesdell told us that the banks 
had paid state and national taxes to the amount of about one 
hundred and seventy million dollars. Bat he did not tell us 
that the producers of this country had not only paid to the 
banks this same one hundred and seventy million dollars, 
but had paid, interest alone, some one billion five hundred 
million dollars besides. 

S. P. Chase was the decoy ‘* duck" to induce the govern- 
ment to enact this most infamous law creating national 
banks. The bill was reported by John Sherman in the Sen- 
ate February 2, 1863, taken up on the 9th, and passed on 
the 12th by a vote of 2210 21. On the 13ih it was sent to 
the House, and, without being referred to the Committee 
on Ways and Means, was taken up on the 19th and passed 
on the 20th by a vote of 78 to 64, Led thus by Secretary 
Chase and John Sherman, it was lashed through Congress 
and became a law, with but little discussion, in the brief 
space of ten days. : 

This national bank law was the invention of the money 
kings—gotten up for their benefit. The Comptroller says 
the institution was intended to be permanent. (Page 6, 
report of 1878 ) Also same report, page 18, says, '' One of 
the chief objects in view in the organization of the national 
system was to supply a steady market for and facilitate the 
negotiation of United States bonds." Just so. Now I unhesi- 
tatingly say that the erection of an untaxed interest-bearing 
bonded debt, together with the national bank system, was 
thé greatest wrong inflicted upon our people of anything in 
the history of our nation. 

Mr. Truesdell characterizes bank currency as debt. Then, 
as has been charged, banks draw interest on what they owe, 
while other people pay interest on what they owe. And 
further, this debt of the banks, which we are compelled to 
use as a medium of exchange, is based upon another debt, 
an interest-beariag debt, but untaxed. Then the people fur- 
nish the legal basis for every national bank note, and pay 
from four to six per cent interest on it besides. 


Mr. Truesdell says that ‘most of the national banks 
bought their bonds in the market, paying in many cases a 
high premium.” This is perhaps correct, but it does not 
affect the other fact that the great leading bankers of the 
country—1 mean those who afterward started national 
banks—did purchase their bonds at about 48 per cent, about 
$410,000,000, for which they paid the government, gold 
value, $197,750,000. About the same time, or shortly after, 
the Rothschilds took $400,000,000 of the same bonds and 
paid 414 cents on the dollar, or $166,000,000. Thus in these 
two transactions the government submitted to a shave of 
$446, 250,000. 

The point I desire to make here is this: Mr. Truesdell 
said in his last letter that ‘‘ these bonds were not created for 
the benefit of the banks," Now, itis true that the money 
kings of the East- advocated and urged a bonded;debt. 
They invented and demanded the national system, and 
because Congress at first refused to grant what they asked 
they utterly refused to loan any more money to the: govern- 
ment—even stopped the loan of $150,000,000 before it was 
nearly all taken that they had agreed to take. Bonds are 
the basis of the national banks. They hav no existence, 
neither can they hav without the bonds. "Thejcreation of 
the bonds, the law creating the national system of banking, 
and the depreciation of the greenback by tbe Senate in the 
two exceptions imposed upon them—the greenback currency 


| head easier than the other way, but I was mistaken. 


—are but the parts of a well-concocted plan to usurp the 
control of the currency of our country, and through the © 
operation of the bond and national system to build up a 
powerful money oligarchy, through which all the surplus 
productions of our great country could be accumulated and 
concentrated into a mighty force that, in time, would build 
up a landed and money monopoly living off of the fat of 
the land, while the great mass of producers would be com- 
pelled to livin poverty and in ignorance. Do you think 
the people, if they had understood it, and had been con- 
sulted as to the propriety of the bond debt, would ever hav 
consented to their creation? Never! never! Suppose the 


| government had, instead of issuing bonds, issued full legal- 


tender money, -paid it out for war material with which 
to crush the rebellion, for sslaries, etc., and redeemed the 
surplus issue by taxation—the only way the government can 
raise her revenue—would the people not hav been vastly 
better off, happier, and more prosperous? And will you, 
Mr. Truesdell, dare to say that Congress could not hav done 
it? Congress has taxed the people heavily to pay the bond- 
holder his interest in gold, when he gave the government 
less than fifty cents on the dollar for those same bonds, 
while to-day the face of the bonds are unpaid, and are 
hanging like a deadly upas-tree upon the life of our nation 
and our industries. Bonds are the basis of every fraud, of 
every oppregston and deceit, which led to the crisis of 1873. 
They exempt the rich from taxation; they force unheard-of 
taxes on the producer and on the laborer; they enable the 
aristocratic and idle to liv in luxury, while they force the 
masses of the people into a perpetual slavery to interest and 
taxes. No people on the earth were ever so infamously im- 
posed upon by the money power as the American people. 
If Congress had issued full legaltender money to meet 
every necessity, and declared every man a traitor to his 
country, and confiscated his property, who refused to receive 
and treat it às such, and thea redeemed it with the duties, 
excises, imports, and taxes used to pay interest on the 
bonds, we should not now owe a dollar, and would hav 
$750,000,000 in the treasury. 

And you, Mr. Truesdell, think I ‘‘ heard the wrong noise 
when I attacked the national banks.” Permit me to say, 
sir, that you will perhaps liv to see the day when, through 
the ballot-boxes of free America, you and the rest of the 
national bankers will hear a sound that you will understand 
—a sound that will forever damn and sink into utter oblivion 
an institution that is so imperial in its demands and designs 
as to, through its chosen organ, the New York Tribune, 
utter such a damnable and traitorous threat as “that its 
machinery is now in operation, so that, in any emergency, 
the financial corporations of the East can act together at a 
single day's notice, and with such power that no act of 
Congress can overcome or resist their decision.” 
` Free Americans, hav you heard the sound of the above 
quotation ? Do you understand its meaning ? if not, take 
the history of Europe—tIreland, in -psrtioular—anü trom ~ 
that learn lessons of wisdom, and take warning. Your 
interested, untaxed bond-banker may scoff at ''fiat book- 
keeping,” call us Greenback lunatics, etc., just as the slave- 
holder and his allies called the man who opposed human 
slavery by the then maligned and stigmatized name of 
“ Abolitionist.” But the time will come when the other 
fellows—not the fiatists—will conclude that ‘tis their heads 
that need ‘‘ soaking,” i 

Mr. Truesdell may indirectly call me a fool, but all that 
does not change facts nor my convictions ih regard to bonds, 
national banks, interest, etc, I see that you cid not asswer 
or even allude to the questions I aeked in my last letter. I 
will now ask you some more, and I hope you will answer. 
How does it come that whenever there is a proposition made 
to issue or re-issue legal-tender currency by the government 
that that is called by all the bank organs ‘‘ inflation,” while 
they (the banks) never open their mouths to say a word 
about inflation when they increase their circulation, as they 
hav done in the last year? And suppose we carry out the 
idea of redemption, is not the government, with all its re- 
sources—gold included— just a little bit safer than individual 
corporations, with their promises to pay, based upon gold, 
and especially when the banks retain the seeurity—gold— 
in their own possession? Don't slip around this question, 
but answer it. It won't take long. 

Again, bank currency never gets out among the people, 
except as it is exchanged for interest-bearing notes, well 
secured; in other words, every dollar of bank currency that 
is circulating among the people is drawing to the banks from 
seven to fourteen per cent compound interest. Now, sup- 
pose that Congress should retire the national system, and, 
instead of their bills, put out legal-tenders as pay to govern- 
ment officers and expenses of all kinds, until the amount 
equeled the present outstanding bank circulation, would that 
not go out among the people without interest, and would it 
not be just that-much better for the people? It won't take 
long to answer this question also ? 
` Now, Mr. Truesdeil, good naturedly, let us try that farm 
question again. I stated my farm question as I did because 
I thought you would perhaps get the idea through your 
You 
are a banker, not a farmer. Uncle Sam was the rich uncle. 
In his distress he submitted to the dictation that interest- 
bearing, untaxed bonds should be created. He then pro- 
posed to issue his own paper and make it a full legal tender, 
but submitted to two exceptions, which depreciated the 
greenback and created a market for gold, and enabled 
those who owned it to bull up the price until those few cap- 
italists of the East could and did purchase a large amount 
of those bonds for less than fifty cents on the dollar, gold 
value. Then the national bank system was established. 

Now five men with $40,000 in gold exchange for $100,- 
000 in government bonds, They then organize a bank, 
deposit the bonds with the Secretary, upon which the Secre- 
tary issues and gives to the bank $90,000 in government 
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currency to bank upon for twenty years, for which the bank 
pays one per cent per annum upon the average amount kept 
loaned out. 

Now, Mr. Truesdell, for the next twenty years what is 
your capital in the bonds—bonds instead of the farm? Now ; 
goak your head awhile, and see if you can answer that sim- 
ple problem truly. Now, Mr. Truesdell, as you, or some 
one else, hav been kind enough to send marked copies 
of THE, TRUTH SEEKER containing your articles to each of 
the national banks in my town, I shall request the editor to 
send each 8 Copy containing this article, so that the gentle- 
men connected with the banks can see just what kind of 
"glaring inconsistencies” I hav made, Ido not think it 
fair for my neighbor bankers, whom I recognize as honor- 
able gentlemen, to hav but one side of the question pre- 
sented to them, and I shall not be considered as slightirg 


_ them. 


J now think that, so far as I am concerned, I shall close 
thís discussion with my next letter, in which I will tr; to 
satisfy Mr, Truesdell in regard to the “ unit of value” he is 
80 distressed about. H. H, Morrison. 

Oharleston, IU., March 29, 1880. 
` P. 8.—I should hav called attention to another item of 
accumulations by the national system. Io addition to the 
surplus fund of nearly $117,000,000 there should hav been 
added nearly $41,000,000 of undivided profit. H. H. M. 


ooo 


Mr. Chapman Reviewed. 


To TuE EprroR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sr. In your 
issue of March 27th appears a long article from the pen of 
E. A. Chapman on the subject, ‘Does Death End All?" 
Y feel that although the writer is sincere in what he writes, 
he has made such terribly wrong etatements about many 
things that I am confident that, had he understood even the 
firat principles of physiology, he would never hav made 
them. 

Therefore, without going into a discussion on the subject 
matter, as it is one that will never be settled in this life to 
the satisfaction of all parties, I feel that should I allow the 
wholearticle to pass without comment, I would not be doing 
justice to the many readers of your paper, and thereby lend- 
ing myself to what I consider false teaching on a matter of | 
physiology. 

Firat, he quotes, ‘‘Evolution knows no finality ;" and 
asks, ‘If this is true, where, beyond man, is the next 
step?” In answer, I can say that if evolution is true in any 
sense, it must be true in all senses; and in connection with 


-alllife, not only in man, but of all the animals, and must 


continue in the future, as it has in the past, evolving higher 
grades of intelligence and becoming possessed with more 
and more knowlodge. with each succeeding age until this 
earth shall hav performed its mission ‘aad ceased to be hab- 
itable, giving place to other planets, and perhaps other 
types of organisms, to go through the same process again 
through all succeeding ages; and the capacity for the growth 
of intelligence in animals I consider is just as unlimited as 
In man, but they will never advance to such extent as to 
‘make man unuecessary," for the very reason that man 
will never stop long enough to allow the animal to catch up. 

Evolution don't do things that way. Everything moves 
together, and man and the animal kingdom will always hold 
the same relative positions that they now do. 

Again he says: “We are told by Materialistic oracles that 
combustion crestes maguetism and intelligence. How do 
tbey know? Hav they ever proved it, or is it mere assump- 
tion? If this is true, why is ‘not a hog or a dog as intelli- 
gent as man, because combustion is greater in either of 
these animals thaa in man?" 

Now, if I was disposed to be facetious in this matter, and 
answer the question in the same sweeping manner in which 
it is asked, I should say that they were as intelligent as 
some men. but I prefer to explain why such is not the case. 

We find by comparative anstomy that the brains of men 
and animals differ in many important particulars, and even 
in different individuals. We find great differences corre. 
sponding exactly to the different grades of intelligence pos- 
sessed by them. The brain is made up of two different sub- 
stances, the ‘gray, or evolving matter,” and the “white, or 
conducting matter.” Andif ‘some of the greatest minds 
that the world has ever produced hav dwelt in feeble, atten- 
uated bodies,” itis due only to the fact that their brains con- 
tained a great preponderance of the gray matter, and to that 
fact alone. And I do not think that any Materialist who 
understands’ the first principles of physiology will ever 
assert that combustion in the brain ever ‘‘creates magnetism 
or intelligence; but I do assert that combustion in the gray 
matter of the brain evolves, produces, or manufactures— 
just which word you please; any word but create—thoughts 
and ideas, and it is by the combination of these ideas that 
we convey the impression to others that we are intelligent 
beings; and if we use the word '* create," we use it only in 
the same sense that we would say that the combustion of 
fuel in a stove creates heat, meaning in reality that by com- 
bining the oxygen of the atmosphere with the carbon and 
hydrogen of the fuel they undergo a chemical combina 
tion that changes them into water and carbonic acid, with 
a residue of inorganic matter, and while undergoing this 
combination we hav the evoiutien of heat. Nothing is 
created that did not exist before ina latent state; it was 
only waiting for the proper conditions in order to be devel- 
oped. And when the writer says that we might as “ well 
talk about combustion building a railroad,” I will state that 
that is just exactly the way railroads are built. From the 
first evolution of the idea in the mind of the engineer who 
plans it, through all the succeeding atages of its construction, 
itis all done either by combustion of the brain or of the 
muscular system. 

Again, he says, ‘‘the Materialist says ‘the mind is a func- 


function of the piano as to declare that the mind is the 
function of the braln." Well, so would any one of any 
sense, but the trouble is our friend is mistaking the effect 
i for the process. If he would state the case as it is, and say 
i that scientific Materlalists believe that one of the functions 

of the brain isthe production of thoughts and ideas through 
the processes of chemical combinations and their consequent 


ing much nearer the truth &nd, by so doing, leave no ground 
on which to draw comparison. 

The only explanation I can offer of what the mind is, is 
the power of the brain to receive impressions from the 
external world and, through a metamorphosis, convert them 
into ideas. These ideas are evolved from the great nerve 
center of the cerebrum, whose special province is to preside 
over every other nerve center in the system—seeing that 
they co-ordinate in all their movements; and these ideas are 
made manifest to others through the medium of speech; 
and just in proportion as the speech is connected and free 
from absurdities do we sey that the person is of sound mind, 
meaning that the front part of the brain, or cerebrum, is 
free from disease; and just in proportion as the speech is 
disjointed and incoherent do we say that the person is of 
unsound mind or a lunatic, meaning thereby that the great 
nerve center js diseased and incapable of performing its 
proper function. And the assertion that the ‘‘ brain is an 
instrument of the mind,” can best be refuted by asking 
Bro, Chapman if he has ever watched the growth of mind 
in a little child from the first few weeks of its life, when it 
firat begins to smile and notice its mother and ethers, thus 
showing the first awakening of a mind in a brain already 
several months old? And after watching the growth of 
that mind, year after year, just in proportion as the brain is 
well nourished and developed, can he then make the sweep- 
ing assertion that mind was made before matter? 

Again, he says : '* Materialists hav never been able to 
explain how the inner consciousness receives impressions 
through the five seuses.. Vision can be traced to the optic 
nerve, hearing, to the audic nerve, e etc., but no further; be- 
yond that all is assumption.” 

Perhaps it may be all assumption with the Materialist, 
but is not so to the physiologist. Every nerve of special 
sense, after receiving its peculiar impression of taste, smell, 
hearing, etc., conveys it inward to its special ganglion, 
where it is received and again transmitted onward by direct 
nerve filaments to the great nerve center, the cerebrum, to 
be there converted into an idea, or, if you please, the know]. 
edge that the special nerve conveying the impression has 
performed its proper function, 

And it is just this great nerve center which presides over 
every other nerve of the body and performs so many differ- 
ent functions that our friend Ohapman chooses to call the 
sixth sense, or spirituality. It is like the great central office 
of an intricate telegraph system; the sub-offices are only in 
communication with each other by sending and returning 
all messages through it. 

Bre. Chapman states that some brains are of coarser tex- 
ture than others. That is à new idea, but, unfortunately, 
not true. A specimen of brain from the head of an Aus- 
tralian savage—the lowest form of humanity—placed under 
a microscope alongside of a specimen from the head of 
Daniel Webster or Wendell Phillips, we could discover no 
difference; all nerve cells would be alike; in fact, all the 
same ‘‘ texture,” 

But itis the difference in the amount of gray matter in 
the different brains that does ‘‘ account for the attributes 
and power of the spirit.” And not until spoken language 
—that great concesler of our thoughts—becomes obsolete 
will people ever be able to read each other's thoughts with- 
out its aid. 

I hav many more things in Bro. Chapman’s article, not 
to criticise, but to correct, but I am afraid I hav already 
taken more space than will be willingly accorded me, 

H. J. Purpy. 


The Probabilities Are that Death Does End All. 


To tax Eprron or Tus TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav just 
read the very interesting article of E. A. Chapman on the 
subject of immortal life, in Taz TRUTH BSzEKER of March 
27th. And while I agree to the truth of very many of his 
statements and admire the general tone of the whole article, 
I must still dissent from some of his propositions and asser- 
tions. 

Icannot see that he has given, in the whole argument, 
one single proof that when a man dies he shall, or does, liv 
again. It may be true that man alone, of all that exists, is 
“capable of unlimited growth and expansion," and that in 
bim ''evolution has found its finality;" but to me it looks 
reasonable that in ‘evolving higher and higher grades of 
intelligence,” there will be no-need of passing on from 
‘sphere to sphere," but that as man is of earth, on earth 
will he reach all he can ever attain to. If man has in the 
past grown up and evolved from lower forms of develop- 
ment, who shall say bow much he may still improve in body 
and in mind through the countiess ages to come? Was it 
possible for the troglodytes and cave-dwellers of antiquity 
to imagine the existence here, or any where, of such a vastly 
fuperior race a8 now inbabits the enlightened countries of 
the globe? Why, their very gods were mere savages when 
compared to the most ordinary individuals among us. And 
how then are we able to comprehend the vastly superior 
races that may yet be evolved and developed in the billions 
of years during which our earth may be inhabitable? 

Mr. Chapman says, ‘‘ The soul is permanent, steadfast, 
and accumulative, while the body is fleeting and change- 
able.” But can he prove this? We know that the particles 
of the body are being continually exchanged for new ones, 


tion of the brain,’ and I would as soon call the musician the. but each atom that enters into the system becomes at once a 


combustion, thereby evolving the mind, he would be com-. 


fac simile of'the one that was expelled. Every sear, every 
deformity, every sore spot, every shade of eye, hair, and 
skin, are 80 faithfully retained asto be seemingly permauent, 
yet there is all the while a slow and gradual change. Scars 
fade and are often entirely obliterated; the hair grows 
darker or turns gray, &nd the whole system shows marks of 
growth, age, and decay; and may this not apply equally to 
the mind? Asthe new particles enter the body, the vivid 
impressions of memory, of love, of hate, of all the feelings 
and passions, as well as the. intellectual powers, are im- 
pressed upon each one of them as far ag it becomes us. 


Mr. Chapman tells us that ** nature is not cruel or treach- 
erous. She does not fill us with an honest aspiration and 
then mock us with annihilation.” But she really does do 
this very thing. She is just as stern, unyielding, “and 
treacherous " as she is kind, gentle, loving, and benevolent. 
She is just as true to her irrevocable laws when she genda 
storms, floods, pestilence, famine, and grasshoppers as 
when she givs us the warm summer breezes, the pently- 
descending showers, the full fruitage of vine, bush, and 
tree; the plenteous harvest, and all the abundance of her 
bounteous gifts for our heslth and happiness. 


Her earthquakes swallow up the innocent little child, the 
fair and beautiful maiden, and the strong, noble, and intel- 
ligent man just as relentlessly as they ingulf the savage 
denizens of the forest or the worms and insects that are in 
its path. No man who has ever lived, and has had “‘honest 
aspirations,” has ever felt them all to be realized. We are 
continually “mocked” with unfulfilled desires, and it is well 
for us that it is so, as perfect contentment would be perfect 
inertia of mind and body—sn impossible of all impossibles, 

We are also told that ''the spirit of man has always 
existed, and therefore always will.” As well say that the 
noise made by the ringing of a bell, the voice of a man, or 
the rushing of the wind always existed. These things are 
no less mere productions of the causes named than is the 
spirit, soul, or mind of man a production or result of his’ 
organization, education, and environments. The child has 
neither mind, sensation, nor breath before birth; all these 
things are after-existences, The mind first begins to form 
with the first sensations of feeling, and every after experi- 
ence adds to its quantity or quality. 

If there be any real truth in clairvoyance, clairaudience, 
etc., I think it will be found to be the natural manifesta- 
tion of some as yet not fully understood or completely 
developed law of living, material, earthly humanity. If 
it be true that Mrs. E. M, F. Denton can, by taking a bit of 
the tooth of & mastodon in her hand, aud being entirely 
ignorant of what it is, tell all about the animal, describe the 
locality where it lived, and even taste the food it ate, 
through what she terms ‘‘the soul of things,” may not this 
account for muck of the phenomena attributed to clairvoy- 
ance, Spiritualism, etc.? If things take into themselves 
images of all that is around them or passes before them— 
and there are people who, like Mrs. Denton, can take a bit 
of rock from the mammoth cave and explore recesses where 
man has never yet been—is it not ‘probable that in time 
much that is now a mystery may be explained and man rise 
to a far higher development here than we can now conceive 
of? Might not that lock that was left locked by the drowned 
man, and then was opened through the aid of a spiritual 
medium, hav retained enough of the soul-influence of the 
dead man to impress the word it was locked upon on the 
sensitive mind of that medium? All this is wonderful, it is 
true, but it is not so unreasonable or incomprehensible as, 
would be the eternally continued personal identity of a^ 
thing that once had no existence. 


“Eternal justice is a mockery and compensation is a 
myth.” If one child is born blind, lame, or idiotic; an- 
other with all the highest known perfections of mind and 
body, the one condition is jast as much the result of natu- 
ral laws as is the other, and nature does her part to one pre- 
cisely as well as she does to the other. Everything is as it 
is through circumstances. Because ‘it’s an ill wind that 
blows nobody good” is no proof that all is intended to 
work out for the greatest good of all; and if some ills are 
compensated for through force of conacience, as, for in- 
stance, ‘when a person who is deprived through some inca- 
pacity of physical strength from performing bodily labor 
devotes himself to the study of some branch of art or sci- 
ence, and becomes a great poet, painter, musician, or phi- 
losopher, thus finds ‘ compensation” in this for what 
he had Jost in bodily vigor or strength. But these compen- 
sations do not always come, nor when they fail to come is 
there a shadow of proof that ‘' the books will be balanced 
in the world to come.” Because à man is born full of the 
fires of Just and passion, or with a propensity to steal, lie, 
or murder, and circumstances foster these evil traits, is it 
reasonable to sujMpose this man will hav an undue amount 
of the virtues in a life to come asa ''componssation" for 
what he lacks here? 


Please do not think I wish to ridicule or blame our Spir- 
itual friends for their ideas and opinions. I believe them 
just as truly Liberal as the Materialists are, and just as hon- 
est and sincere, as & class. I feel that to Spiritualists the 
great and rapidly increasing movement of free, progressive 
thought is due. But it is the duty of every one to think, 
read, and examine; to question, to sift, and to learn; to 
combat what he thinks is erroneous, and to speak plainly 
and fearlessly his own highest thongzhts; and hence my pre- 
sumption in venturing to point out what I think is untena- 
ble in the very able article of our worthy friend Chapman. 


I must do nothing, or I must do all; 

My thought must act or it will sting to death; 

It must go forth and be a living breath, 

Nerve the Strong man and set the brain’on fire, 

And, in the mighty deed, full worth acquire. 
—Pulnam’s Prometheus, 


Snowville, Va., March 27,1880, Ermina D, SLENEER. 
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Mr. Bennett's New Work. 


Volume I. of this work is now in press, and will be ready 
to deliver to subscribers about May Ist. Volume II. is 
now being put into type as rapidly as our facilities will 
admit of, and will be ready for delivery in a few weeks, 
The work has been written under peculiar circumstances, 
and will be invested with peculiar interest to thousands of 
the author’s friends, as well as to many others. The work 
will undoubtedly be a popular one to a large share of the 
Liberal public, and will be read with interest and profit by 
very many people. The following is the title-page: 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times. 
By D. M. Bennett, Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, author 
of “The World's Sages, Thiakers, and Reformers, ‘* Tae 
Champions of the Church,” ‘‘Thirty Discussions, Bible 
Stories, Essays, and Lectures,” ‘‘Interrogatories to Jeho- 
vah,” ‘What I Don’t Believe, What I Do Believe, Why 
and Wherefore,” ‘‘ From Behind the Bars," Joiutauthor of 
“Christianity and Infidelity—the Humphrey-Bennett Dis- 
cussion,” “Tne Bennett-Teed Discussion," ete., etc. Writ- 
ten in prison, while serving out a sentence of thirteen 
months in the Albany Penitentiary; nominally for sending 
through the U. 8. mails a pamphlet by E. H. Heywood on 
the subject of marriage and the relations of the sexes, but 
really for being an Infidel editor and publisher. lu two 
volumes. 


This is the dedication: : 
To Mrs. Margaret McEwen and Mra. Martha Van Allen 


(mother and daughter), two noble women (the former, wife 


E 
det more 


of the superiotendent of the prison), who hav shown 
marked kindness, not oniy to the writer, but to the many 
sick and dying in the prison hospital (where these pages 
were written), and who, by their continued kindness, hav 
caused many rays of cheerful sunshine to fall upon the sick 
and hapless prisoners (though differing in religious views 
from the author), this work is most reepectfully and most 
gratefully dedicated. s 


The preface reads as follows: \ 


The following work is, perhaps, more à compilation than 
an original production. Much of the data necessarily had 
to be gathered from various sources, and where it was found 
in better language than I could clothe it in, I hesitated not to 
quote freely rather than re dress it in language of my own. 
‘rhe authorities most used are Mrs. Lydia Maria Child’s 
“Progress of Religious Ideas,” Rev. James Freeman 
Clarke’s ‘‘ Ten Great Religions," Murray’s * Manual of My- 
thology,” Tooke’s ‘‘ Pantheon of Heathen Gods,” Professor 
Anderson’s ‘‘Norse Mythology.” Clodd’s ‘Childhood of 
Religion," Inman's ‘‘ Ancient. Faiths,” Tuttle'a ‘Career of 
Religious Ideas," Professor Draper’s *' Intellectual Develop- 
ment of Europe," Tylor's “ Primitive Culture," besides 
others in lesser degree. 

The work has been written under some disadvantages— 
in prison and in the hospital belonging thereto, surrounded 
by sick and dying men of varied nationalities, colors, and 
crimes ; sometimes twenty of us in a single room, and a 
portion of the time when my own health was so much im- 
paired as to unfit me for writing. I hav not had by me many 
works I would gladly hav consulted. In view of these 
facts the indulgent reader will make due allowance for such 
imperfections as may be observed. s 

My imprisonment is simply a piece of religious persecu- 
tion, instituted by orthodox enemies in consequence of my 
heterodox opinions, and because I am editor und publisher 
of an outspoken and radical journal, as well as of books, 
pamphlets, ete., in the same line. I was charged with 
mailing ‘‘ obscene literature.” The charge is wholly upjust. 
The little argumentative and philosophical work upon wnich 
I was convicted contains not a word that is obscene, and is 
couched in as unobjectionable language as any philosophical 
work of the kind. "The author is radical, but learned, hon- 
est, and sincere. I am a bookseller, and sold the work in 
question as openly and innocently as any other in my stock. 
My patrons had just the same right to purchase that book as 
any other I sold, and I had a perfect right to accommodate 
them. My conviction was a foregone conclusion, and my 
trial a very unfair one—a mere mockery of justice, the 
object being to crush me and my business. The instigator 
of the prosecution, the prosecuting attorney, his assistant, 
the judge, and the jury were orthodox, and religious oppo- 
nents and enemies. was prepared to show, by the first 
booksellers, writers, authors, philologists, and experts in 
the country, that the work is not obscene. This privilege 
was denied me. I was not aliowed to show the purpose 
and object of the work. I was not allowed to hav it 
in its entirety read to the jury. I was not allowed to 
compare it with numerous standard works sold daily by 
ali dealers, The rulings and decisions of the court were 
against me in every instance, and the charge.to the jury 
was of the same Character, The same rulings and instruc- 
tions would convict every bookselier in the country. (For 
particulars see verbatim report of trial.) The verdict which 
sent me to prison was in keeping with the same persecuting 
spirit which has sent millions to the dungeon, to the rack, 
to the scaffold, and to the stake in the centuries that are 
past, itis much to be regretted that the gevernment ot the 

united States—founded by Franklin, Washington, Jeffer- 
son, and Adams, presided over by Lincoln, and boasted of 
as the freest government in the world—free for ali kinds of 
religious opinions—should lend itself aud its courts to send 
a man to prison on account of his religious views; and that 


its acting Executive, R. B. Hayes, should listen to the! A Large Amount of Reading for a Little Money. 
behests of my enemies, and disregard the prayer of 200,000 
citizens that simple justice might be done me, and I restored 
to liberty! 

It was the original design to keep this work within the 
Compass of a single volume, but to do justice to the subjects 
treated this has been found impracticable. It is hoped the 
whole will be found interesting and instructive. 

Albany Penitentiary, March 31, 1880. D. M. B. 


.Among the contents of Vol. L are the following: Vedic 
Gods: Indra, Varuna, Agni, and all others ; Brahmanic 
Gods: Vishnu, Siva, Christna, Buddha, and all others; Gods 
of Persia and Chaldea: Bel or Baal, Astarte, Ormuzd, 
Mithra, Abriman, and numerous others; Gods of Egypt: 
Amun or Ammon, Osiris, Isis, Typhon, Sphinx; Gods of 
China: Chang-ti, Fo or Fohi, Hwa-K wang, Kwan-Tan, etc. ; 
Gods of Greece and Rome: Uranus, Kronos, Saturn, Jupiter, 
Neptune, Pluto, Vulcan, Mercury, Apollo, Bacchus, Venus, 
Minerva, Diana, and more than fifty others; Gods of the 
Norsemen: Odin, Thor, Balder, Tyr, Forsette, Brage, and 
Induv, Hoder, Loke, the Fenris Wolf, the Midgard Ser- 
pent, etc. 


To benefit our readers and help sustain TuE TRUTH 
| SEEKER we make the following offers: : 


For Five Dollars 


We send Tue TRUTH BEEKEB one year and either of the 
following $8 books: . 

“The World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” “By D. 
M. Bonnet editor of Tug TRuTR SEEKER. Enlarged and 
revised. 

“ The Champions of the Church: Their Crimes and Per- 
secutions.” By D. M. Bennett. Biographical sketches of 
eminent Christians from the time of the reputed founder of 
Christianity to the present. 

** Analysis of Religious Belief.” By Viscount Amberley. 

t The Great Works of Thomas Paine Complete.” : 

* Nature's Revelations of Character; or, Physiognomy 
Illustrated." 


For Six Dollars 


We send Tug TRUTH SEEKER one year and “ Supernatural 
Religion; An Inquiry into the Reality of Divine Revelation." 


For Four Dollars 
— o 


The Reception. 


We would remind the readers of Tam TRUTH SEEKER to 
be making arrangements for attending this gathering to do 
honor to the martyr to freedom of expression of opinion in 
this country. Ata meeting of the Committee on Monday it 
was resolved to reserve seats for those from a distance. Any 
intending to come will be furnished with tickets on applica- 
tion to D. E, Ryan, 231 West 37th street, this city, or to this 
office. Rooms can be procured at the Putnam House, 4th 
avenue and 26th street, for 50 cents, upward; at the Anthony 
House, Broadwsy and 138th street, for 50 cents, upward ; at 
the Continental, 20th street and Broadway, for $1 upward ; 
at the Ashland House, 24th street and 4th avenue, for $1 


ihe following $1.50 works: 

“ The Creed of Christendom: Its Foundation Contrasted 
with its Superstructure.” By W. R. Greg, author of 
“ Enigmas of Life," *' Literary and Social Judgments,” etc. 

“ Paine's Theological Works.” In one volume, comprising 
** Age of Reason,” ‘‘ Examination of Prophecies,” * Reply 
to Bishop Llandaff,” ‘Letter to Mr. Erskine," “Essay on 
Dreams,” “Of the Religion of Deism,” etc., with a Life 
and fine steel portrait of Paine. 

** Paine's Politica] Works." In one volume, comprising 
'* Common Sense,"' “The Crisis" (Nos. I to XVI. inclusive), 
“The Rights of Man,” and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait, : 

! “t The Heathens of the Heath.” By William McDonnell, 
author of ‘‘ Exeter Hall.” A Radical romance, 

“Beyond the Veil.” A Spiritualistic work, said to be dic- 


and upward. tated by the spirit of Paschal Beverly Randolph, aided by 
There will be plenty of good speaking, good music, and Se id ond others, through. the Mmediumahip 
good cheer. : of. ra. Frances H, McDougall and Mrs, Luna Hutchinson, 
Bince the first acknowledgment of subscriptions to the Pa Few Words About the Devi." By Charles Brad. 
fund, there has been sent in the following : “ Nathaniel Vaughan.” A novel. By Frederika Mac- 
Dr. William McLawry....... OPE $ 4.00 donald. 
James Barney ooo wenn teres cece eoo eeotoos 10.00 For Three Dollars end Fifty Cents 
We H. Porter. iss el oie eases 1.00 1 ; ; 
m | We will send THE TRUTH SEEKER one year and either of 
William Rowe........... ccc cece cece re 5.00 the following $1 books : 
Dr. C. H. Sheppard. ......... esses 5.00 “ Question Settled : A Careful Comparison of Biblical 
M. Reiman.......:.............. PE 10 00 and Moaern Spiritualism.” By Moses Hull, 
B. Doscher.......... exescsencrerisre s 100 “Toe Humphrey-Bennett Discussion." A debate be- 
Peter Soule........ Rm ss 1.00 tween Rev. G. H, Humphrey, Presbyterian clergyman, and 
M. Babcock uM aE 4 00 D. M. Bennett, editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
ANS RO DU SO SN S S REIN UE a "s ** Proceedings and Addresses at the Freethinkers' Conven- 
X; Ooulter.... 2. ep exi e eil Ero . 200 tion," held at Watkins, New York, August 22, 28, 24, and 
Sallie J. Miner................... — . 2.00 i 25, 1878. 
J. J. Mollineaux............. eese . 1.00 “Truth Seeker Tracts.” Bound Volumes L;-It; IT, =- 
J. L. Parshall........ 5.00 IVY., and V. These volumes, containing over 520 pages 
13:1 Haldeman e o ee o n e j 5.00 i each, are made up of over one hundred Truth Seeker Tracts. 


They embrace a Variety of subjects by different authors, 
The Committee returns thanks to these friends for tbeir ea in a tergo; trenohant, and Pio Style: de cod " 

: 3 š a * k r i S , bible " an ec. 

edere of m x Ms friends will ad heir presense tures." By D. M. Bennett. Embracing a variety of subjects, 

ceting will be the largest ever seen in this city. the whole making nearly seven hundred pages. The sub- 

; jects treated can hardly prove uninteresting to the reader. 

| “ Contrast : Evangelicalism and Spiritualism Compared.” 
THE Fourth New York Liberal League met at the resi- This pew work, by Mr. Hull, is designed as a companion to 

dence of Daniel E. Ryan, 231 West 37th street, on the 7th , the “ Question Settled.” 

inst., to make arrangements for the reception by the League Issues of the Age.” By Henry C. Pedder. 

of its President, D. M. Bennett, on his return from his For Three Dollars and Twenty-five Cents 

enforced retirement in the Albany Penitentiary. Henry A. We will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one year and either of 

Stone, the Vice-President, occupied the chair. The mem- the following 50 cent books, bound in paper: 

bers of the League were unanimous in the support of Mr.| ‘‘The Rights of Man.” By Thomas Paine. Written in 

Bennett in his defense of Liberal principles, and heartily defense of his fellow-man, A work almost without a peer 

sympathized with him in his martyrdom ; and while they , in the world. Large type. 


: . sn: : t €t isi 122 i . ini . . 
expressed a determination to join heart and hand in the xvi he riie By anom ren Gia tae ition weed 
public reception to be tendered him at Chickering Hall, they souls " during the Revolutionary War. 


yet felt it their duty as a League to take further action in! «The Underwood-Marples Debate.” Between B, F, 
the matter. After various plans had been submitted and Underwood, of Boston, and the Rev. John Marples, of 
discussed, it was unanimously decided to send a committee Toronto, Ontario. Held at Napanee, Ontario, in July, 1875. 
of delegates to Albany to receive and escort him, in con-| ,, Interrogatories to Jehovah.” By D. M. Bennett, 


“ ipi 2 ; H +s 
junction with the Reception Committee, to hia residence in | " beg oy Religious Ideas : Their Ultimate the Religion 


this city ; and Daniel E. Ryan, Mrs. D. E. Ryan, Eugene: The Burgess-Underwood Debate,” Between Prof. O, 
Macdonald, Wm. Peck, and Edward Searing were appoint-: A. Burgess, President of the Northwestern Christian Uni- 
ed such committee. It was also decided to giv Mr. Bennett Mod Se Indiana, and B, F. Underwood, of 
a private reception and hav a League reunion and genera] Poeton, Aiassachusells, EUN 

jollification as soon after his return 88 PREO and! “Which : Spiritualism or Christianity?” 
Chas. Andrews, D. E. Ryan, George X. Macdonald, and H. 
J. Thomas were appointed a committee to arrange the! 
details of the reception, Much enthusiasm was manifested, 


e 


=e 


A friendly 


Parker, Christian. 

“The Darwins” By Mrs. E. D. Slenker, author of 
"Studying the Bible,” “John’s Way,” and numerous essays. 

“ The Priest in Absolution,” 

‘The Mother of Harlots; or, Popery Dissected.” Being 
Comstock in Chicago. jan inside view of the enormities of the Romish church in 
| Europe and America. and taken from authentic sources, 

‘The Popes and Their Doings; or, the Vicars of Christ 
and Vicegerents of God.” A succinct history of some of 
the blackest criminals the earth has ever borne. 

t Auricular Confession and Nunneries.” By William 
Hogan, for twenty-five years a confessing priest, A most 
important book. 

‘Maria Monk: the Mysteries of a Convent; or, Monks 
‘and their Maidens.” 

* Advancement of Science.” 


Bo Watchful. 


To THE EDITOR or Tas TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I am re- 


To TEHE EDITOR OF Tas TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: Comstock 
lectured in this city on last Sabbath evening, the 5th inst., ! 
to an audience of ''gentlemen only," He did not giv an 
exhibition of his plunder, giving as a reason for not doing 
80, in substance, that no one, regardless of age or moral 
fortitude, could look at his collection. and remain pure or 
untainted—'' You cannot handle pitch and not soil your 
fingers." In reply to a question asked by one of the audi- 
ence, ‘If such was a fact, how it was that he (Comstock) ! 
had remained pure, considering his intimate relations for 
SeVeral years past with so large an amount of the vile stuff ?" i 
he replied that it was through the agency of prayer and the joiced to learn that Bro. Bennett is going to hav a reception 
grace of God that he was kept unsullied and spotless, worthy of the hero and the cause which he has 80 gallantly 

Query: Admitting that he stated the truth about this mat- championed. Mr. Parton’s letter of the 20th ult. is grand. 
ter, will not his exhibitions before congressional committees | With such an indorsement Mr. Bennett can well afford to 
and ministers’ meetings account for the immoralities of some , smile at the venomous snarlings of his pious foes. Let us 
of our government officials and the lecherous conduct of so not deceive ourselves, The struggle has but just begun. 
many ministers of the gospel? We would racommend that Every shade of unpopular thought is to be suppressed if 
the Society for the Suppression of Vice suppress him. possible. The imprisonment of E. H. Heywood and D, M. 

Respectfully, READER. ! Bennett, of McDonnell and Kearney, are all inspired by the 

Ciiicago, IU., April 7, 1880. hsame Christly-Republican spirit of vindictive hatred of the 

i Be watchful. 


LzAGUx No, 188 is located at Kansas City, Mo, E, O, WALKER, 


" free expression of opinion. 
Norway, Iowa, 


We will send Tux TRUTH SEEKER One year and either of- 


rorrespondence between Moses Hull, Spiritualist, and W., F., . 


Bennett. 


/ 
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Notes and News from Iowa, 


Mn. Porter reports League No, 164, at Harlan, as pros. 
pering finely. : 


Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Investigator, and other loyal papers, 
hav hosts of friends in this state. 


,  CrgoULATE the anti-Comstock law petition. Roll in the 
names by the hundreds of thousands, 


Mrs. FoLLET’S “ Libra Dawn," in the Le Claire Filot, is 
becoming very interesting and instructive, and should hav 
& large circulation. ; 


Mrs. S. H. LAKE has been delivering a course of lectures 
at Maquoketa to crowded houses, She has now spoken there 
Several times, and is doing much for the cause. 


Pror. O. A, PRELPS talks of coming into Iowa during 
the summer, If he does, we should keep him here for gev- 
eral months and stir up the dry bones of old orthodoxy. 


ANoTHER Liberal victory at Farley in electing members 
of the school board. Take courage, friends. Organize and 
work. Disguise the fact as we may, a crisis is imminent. 


A NEw petition for thé equalization of taxation will be 


teady for distribution in due time, and the state is being. 


organized by counties and townships as rapidly as possible. 


Among the good workers at Toledo, Tama county, I 
found W. Riecloff, J, E. Frick, E. S. Beckley, Chas. Em- 
merling, C. H. Stiner, and others. They are earnest friends 
of the League and.take no stock in the ‘‘ Consensus.” 


AN application for a charter for a League at Manchester, 
Delaware county, bas just been forwarded to the National 
Secretary. To Bro. J. W. Schelling is due the credit of 
securing the twenty names attached to this application. 


Our Legislature passed a prohibitory amendment, but 
defeated the woman suffrage amendment, and refused to do 
anything for the taxation of church property. All reaction; 
no advance. But we must now prepare for the campaign 
of 1881-2, i 


Mx. C. W. PorrcEr, President of auxiliary No. 164, has 

accepted the appointment as Chairman of Committee for 

_ Shelby county. He is an active worker and should receive 

the hearty assistance of all lovers of mental freedom in 
Shelby county, Address him at Harlan. 


LET our friends everywhere do something on the 29th 
instant to commemorate the release of the hero, D. M. 
He is this century's apostle of liberty, and no 
effort should be spared to recognize him as such &nd rebuke 
the traitors who deserted our-cause in-ite-hour of need, - 


M. W. St, Jonn, George Howland, F. O. Otey, and Dr. | 


R, Pierce are moving for a League at Cedar Falls. At 
Cedar Rapids a few of our live apostles are also trying to 
form a League. The Spiritualist society there has a free 
platform, but does not seem inclined to take hold of ques- 
tions bearing upon the societary problems of the day. An 
effort is being made to secure Prof. Denton for a course of 
Radical and scientific lectures. $ 


Ar Tama City, Secularism has many advocates, promi- 
nent among whom I might mention C. W. Snyder, Thos, 
Carter, and C. M. Kingsbury. Belle Plain is moving to 
secure the services of Mrs. H. S. Lake for a course of lec- 
tures, Here we found some of the most wide-awake Secu- 
larists it has been our good fortune to meet. C. P. Hosmer, 
F. R. Zalesky, J. B. Marston, Joseph Schughart, and other 
good men, break the bread of life to the perighing children 
of superstition, one of whom, a venerable Quaker, informed 
us that any man who did not believe in a ‘‘ supreme being ” 
had no right to vote, to testify in a court of justice, or enjoy 
any other of the rights of the citizen. He has probably for- 
gotten the history of the persecutions of the Quakers in this 
and other countries by the believers in said "supreme ” 
myth. 


Tus Liberal League of Northern Iowa is daily increasing 
in numbers and influence. We had the great pleasure of 
attending its monthly meeting at Denver, on the 28th of 
March. Mr. Warren, Mr. Farrington, the writer, and 
others, spoke upon the grave issues of the day. It wasa 
hopeful indication of the ‘* better times coming” to see 
Materialists and Spiritualists meeting upon the same plat: 
form and harmoniously discussing subjects of vital impor- 
tance to human welfare. This League has a fine choir, and 
the ** Truth Seeker Collection " is the '* hymn-book " used. 
Miss Delia R. Farrington presided at the organ with accom- 
plished ease and efleiency. In this League of over two 
hundred and forty members it would seem invidious to 
particularize any, but we know that Mr. Farrirgton, Col. 
M. E. Billings, W. P. McCormack, M. W. St. John, Eli 
Barnes, Mary Emma Fisher, Mrs. A. N. Woods, and many 
others, are thoroughly devoted and earnest workers. 

E. C. WALKER 


—— t$ —————— 


* Y'ernandez Day.” 


To THE EDITOR or Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The cal 
endar is emblazoned with the names of saints and sages. 
Great deeds carve their glowing records upon it, and mem- 
ories big with the destiny of man enshrine it. ‘fhis day is 
handed over to posterity by perhaps the grandest man in 
the nineteenth century, and does alike an honor to hostess 
and guest. ` 

The occasion so worthy of a niche in the calendar was 
the presentation of a besutiful crayon likeness of Stephen 
Pearl Andrews to that gentleman, in behalf of his many 
admirers. On Monday evening last the elegant and hospi- 
table residence of Mrs. Fernandez, 201 2d avenue, was the 
arena of intellect, wit, and beauty. At about 9 o'clock the 
veil was lifted from the picture, and the living subject 


greeted by a beautiful effort of eloquence and intellect from 
the lips of T. B. Wakeman. The gems of beauty and power 
in which it abounded need to hav been heard to be appreci- 
ated. It was one of Mr. Wakeman’s best inspirations, and 
not unworthy of the heroic philosopher whose presence in- 
spired it, 


Mr, Andrews replied with great warmth and acumen. 
He outlined his career by reading the following extract 
from Bterling's ‘‘ History of Philosophy," giving a view of 
a certain aspect of the doctrine of Frederick William 
Joseph Schelling, who was the preceptor of George Henry 
Lewes. ' 

“Schelling says: In this revelation of history there 
are three periods. "The first is that in which power reveals 
itself only as destiny, blindly holds down freedom, and 


onto, and one in Ottawa. We greet him most cordially. 
May his shadow (which is by no means diminutive) never 
grow less! 


Yours very truly, ALLEN PRINGLE. 


Selby, Ont., April 4, 1880, 
———— 9 ——————— 


` Book Notices. 


BRAIN AND MiND; or, Mental Science Considered in Ac- 


cordance with the} Principles of Phrenology and in 
Relation to Modern Physiology. By Henry S. Drayton, 
A.M., and James McNeill. Illustrated. Extra cloth. 
One vol, 12 mo, pp. 334. $1.50. New] York: B, R. 
Wells & Uo., publishers, 737 Broadway. 


On the title-page of this new volume is a sentiment which 


has & peculiar appropriateness, we think, in such a place, 


viz : “The greatest friend to Truth is Time, her greatest 
enemy is Prejudice, and her constant companion is Humil- 
ity;" for with the lapse of time since Gall proclaimed first 
his new doctrines of mental philosophy, those doctrines hav 
steadily won their way into popular belief, and that in spite 
| of prejudice, bigotry, and conservatism. ‘The literature of 
phrenology is extensive, far beyond the conception of those 


destroys, coldly and unconsciously, all that is greatest and 
noblest, This isthe Tragic Historical Period, a period of 
brilliancy, but of the disappearance as well as of the mar- 
vels of the old world and of its dynasties, of the noblest 
humanity that ever flourished. 


“ The Second Historical Period is that in which the for- 


mer blind power manifests itself now as Mutuality (Nature), 
and the obscure law of necessity appears transformed into 
an open natural law [of Rights;and Duties], compelling the 
unbridled caprice of individual will to obey a plan of uni- 
versal culture, conducting, in the end to a union of the 
peoples, to a universal state. This period begins with the 
advance of the mighty Roman republic. 

“The Third Period will be that in which what was fate 
and nature, in the former periods, will manifest itself as 
Providence [as a Universal Social Providence] ; while the 
dominion of Fate and Nature will be seen to hav been but 
the imperfect beginnings of the gradual revelation of Prov- 
idence. When this period will begin, it is impossible to say. 
But when it is, God is.” 


Mr. Andrews stated, with great feeling, in closing his 
response that his life work was to put that great idea of 
Schelling upon the stage of human development so that it 
might grow and become a living fact in the coming evolu- 
tion of the race. 

With becoming grace he then introduced to the company 
the artists who had done him so much credit, Miss L. E. 
Gardinier, Mr. Pickett, and Mre. Varni, and then the hostess 
of the evening. It was at this point that the occasion was 
made historic by crowning it Fernandez Day. 

After various recitations and speeches refreshments were 
in order, and these were in keeping with the charming hos- 
pitality of the plage. Then more recitations and speeches 
followed, and the sociability drifted upon the midnight 
hour like a dream. 

The press, the lyceum, the studio, and the stage were 
represented in the brilliant company which exchanged 
honors with Mr. Andrews. It was eminently enjoyable to 
be there, and all who shared these delightful hours will long 
treasure the dedication of Fernandez Day in the radiance of 
Andrews’ glory. ud 


Ingersoll in Napanee, Canada. 


To THE EDITOR or Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The long 
wished for opportunity to gee and hear Col. Ingersoll came 
at last. Last night we had the supreme pleasure and satis- 
faction of taking the Colonel by the hand for the first time 
and of listening to his inimitable lecture on **Moses ” in the 
Opera Hall, Napanee. Having two volumes of his lectures, 
I was of course well acquainted with his thought; but I 
longed to see the man and feel his warm grasp and listen 
to his eloquent tongue. This wish has been gratified; and 
the three or four hours’ experience of last night will, as 
long as life lasts, be one of the most pleasing reminiscences 
of that life. : 

I had of course formed a mental image of Ingersoll &s to 
his presence and characteristics on the platform, as we 
always do of great men whom we know through their writ- 
ings but hav never seen. In some respecta I was somewhat 
disappointed, while in others my mental portraiture and 
expectations were much exceeded by the reality. Col. 
Ingersoll is more eloquent than oratorical. Xe is not so 
great an orator as I had supposed, but is by far the most 
geuuinely eloquent man I ever saw upon a platform, This 
may seem paradoxical, but there is quite a difference, in 
my estimation, between oratory and eloquence. Eloquence 
consists essentially in such qualities on the part of the 
speaker as produce perfect communion, intellectual and 
emotional, for the time being, between speaker and hearer. 

In this respect Ingersoll is par ezcellence—eloquent—is the 
very quintessence of eloquence. His is the most eloquent 
tongue and presence I ever had the good fortune to see and 
hear on platform or stage. At one time the highest facul- 
ties of our nature are thrilled through and through by his 
eloquent pathos, while again we are moved to uncontrola- 
ble mirth by his inimitable wit and humor. With the 
exception of a tinge of provincialism, he has all the physi- 
cal and mental prerequisites of a most powerful and model 
speaker—a splendid physique, with a predominance of the 
vital and meatal temperaments, thus giving not only the 
most exquisite sensibility and pathos, but the vital energy 
to sustain these and to support the well-rounded intellectual 
and emotional brain. On the platform he is literally full of 
that personal magnetism and bonhomie which at once place 
speaker and hearer en rapport and in perfect communion. 

As before remarked, Col. Ingersoll has considerable of 
the characteristic Americanism in his manner and speech, 
and a Canadian has no difficulty in determining his nation- 
ality after hearing him speak a few sentences, He isin- 
deed a noble type of a man, as well as a representative 
American, of whom Americana may justly feel proud, 

Mr, Ingersoll’s Canadian tour comprises two lectures in 
Montreal, one in Napanee, one in Belleville, two in Tor- 
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who hav not given the subject personal consideration, being 
spread through a hundred or more volumes of magazines, 
European and American, and represented otherwise by 


hundreds of treatises on the whole of departments of the 


subject. It must be said, however, that within the past ten 
years or more no volume has been given to the world 
which presented a comprehensive view of the science and 
discussed its principles, not only on their philosophical 
side, but also on the side of their practical relations to the 
everyday life of man. This is probably due to the fact 
that the treatise or “System” of George Combe was deemed 
by many 80 Complete that anew work was quite unneces- 
sary. But Mr. Combe’s book, however admirable, is old, 
and there hav been discoveries in physiology and changes 
in the Views of metaphysicians which the “System " did 
not anticipate. 

It was a recognition of such facts as these that set the 
authors of ‘‘ Brain and Mind ” to work to prepare a treatise 
on the relations of the thinking principle to its physical 
instrument, which would embody the well-established doc- 
trines of phrenology and show their connection with the 
latest modern physiological thought. 

A careful examination of this well-written and beauti- 
fully-illustrated work must convince any one that the aim 
to be ‘* explicit and clear in its definitions,” and at the same 
time to render its teaching *' thoroughly practical,” has been 
kept steadily in view. Whether a reader be inclined to 
believe phrenology or not, he must find the volume a mine 
of interest and gather many suggestions of the highest 
value, and rise from its perusal with clearer views of the 
nature of mind and the responsibilities of human life, The 
work constitutes a complete text-book on the subject. 


Muscrz-BEATING; or, Active and Passive Home Gymnas- 
tics, for Healthy and Unhealthy People. Bv O. Klemm, 
Manager of the Gymnastic Institution in Riga. With 
ten Illustrations, M: L, Holbrook & Co. 

This book contains the following interesting chapters: 
Introduction; Historical Review; Value of Muscle-Beating 
as an Indoor Gymnastic; Directions for the Special Use of 
Muscle-Beating; The Muscle-Beater; Cold Hands and Feet; 
Morbid Concentrations; Excessive Fatness; Muscular 
Debility; The Weakness of Advanced Years and Infirmities 
of Oid Age; Lameness and Stiff Articulations; Morbid 
Mental Excitement; Sleeplessness ; Incipient Diseases of 
the Spinal Cord; Paralysis; Rheumatism ; Cold; Gouty 
Tumors; Neuralgic Headache; Vertigo; Loss of Hair; 
Muscular Curvature of the Spine; Muscle-Beating as a 
Means of Sustaining the Health; Summary of Directions 
for the Use of Muscle-Beating. 

The work is a novelty and very suggestive. We should 
not wonder if it would prove a valuable edition to the 
numerous modes of exercise, especially for chronic invalids 
and sedentary persons. Price 30 cents. For sale at this 
office. —— 


OUTLINES oF PHhRENOLOOY. By F. E. Aspinwall We 
hav just completed this admirable little work for the author 
and now hav it onsale. It contains a map of the head with 
all of the qualities plainly marked, also a classifled list of 
the faculties. It is a very useful work for students in this 
acience, as well as interesting for those not versed in the 
technical phraseology. Price, bound in cloth, 75 cents, in 
paper, 50 cents. For sale at this office, 


———— t 


Kational Medieal Convention. 


To THE Epiror or Tue Trura SEEKER, Sir: Will you 
be so kind as to giv the following a place in your valuable 
paper, and oblige a Freethinker in medicine ? I propose to 
call in convention all free and independent physicians of 
every creed or school of medicine, to meet in Chicago on the 
22d of June, 1880, I hav already means in hand to meet cur- 
rent expenses. What I now want is simpiy the name and 
address of physicians—men and women—in parts of the 
United States known to be free from the handcuffs of ‘‘old 
regular medicine,” that I may address a circular to them, 
Setting forth the reasons, merits, and the necessity of such 
an organization, I may be addressed at Minneapolis, Minn, 
until the 30th of this month, April, 1880. Let alt who read 
this please respond promptly. Yours truly, 
Minneapolis, Minn. : Dr, J. Brozz. 
——— ÀJ oe — —— — 


Taux Californian for April contains: The Story of Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand, The Hermit oi Tressure Peak, 
Pallas, Shepherds and Sheep-herding, At Agua Tibia, 
Americanism in Literature, Captain Molly, The Ethics of 
Suicide, Our Ophidian Friend, Notable Autographs, Ruby, 
Axizona, A Glimpse of the Unusual, Qutoroppings | 


. ereated in six days. 
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Communications. 


The Creation. 


To THE Eprror or THE TRUTHS SEEKER, Sir; All that 
can be claimed for the Mosaic account of the creation is 
that it is assumed evidence. True, Moses declared it to be 
the word direct from God, but we can honor this assertion 
only as we giv credence to the truth and veracity of that 
man, 

Since science has demonstrated that many of the condi- 
tions named are not only inconsistencies but impossibilities, 
the assumption that it is divine is a false premise ; and if it 
is not divine, what assurance is there, then, that it is in the 
least degree the truth ? 

Let us note some points from Genesis. The universe was 
Some Christians claim that “days” 
‘mean ‘‘epochs,” or long periods of time ; but 1 differ from 
them, since the sun was made to shine by day, the moon by 
night. Evidently the author of Genesis was impressed with 
the idea that the local day and night were characteristics of 
the universe as well as of the earth, and the ‘‘ days” mean 
our literal days. 

'O the universe there is no such thing as day or night, 
&nd to the earth prior to the existence of any other planet, 
from which the earth might receive light, it is equally im- 
possible. In fact, there could be no light except from the’ 
heat of the earth itself, and such & condition destroys the 
darkness that is assumed to hav existed before the light. 
Light and darkness are only terms used to represent dif- 
ferent degrees of the same results of condition in matter, 
and to imagine darkness without light is like cold without 
heat. Light and darkness must be co-existent. When asked 
to clear up this little discrepancy, Christians only take ref- 
uge behind that miserable childish pretext, which the Bible 
itself denies, that ‘‘ with God all things are possible." 

God gathers the waters together in one day. Imagine, if 
you can, a current running at sufficient speed to carry the 
waters from the Eastern slope of the Rocky Mountains to 
the Gulf of Mexico in twelve hours, or from the high lands 
of Siberia, across the '*Garden of Eden,” to the Indian 
Ocean. Fifty miles an hour is a terrible speed fora loco- 
motive engine, but double, or thrice double that speed, and 
how irresistible would be the torrent, how mighty the clash 
as the surging masses met in the great basin which now 
form the ocean's bed ! 

On the third day we hav vegetation growing without the 
sun. Light is a prerequisite to vegetable life. If the heat 


-of the earth was the source of its own light, it must hav 


been a warm climate for vegetation. 

On the fourth day the lights were placed in the firma- 
ment to divide the light from the darkness. There had 
been three days previous to this without these lighte, but 
the ‘“‘ unchangeable” God saw wherein he could improve 
thelight business. He wanted some system about the mat- 
ter, and it was well he did, for if this light business were 
80 arranged that we could turn it on and off at pleasure, the 
state of affairs would be terrible. There would be a contin- 
ual wrangle between the gas companies and the people, 
while electric light stock would be worth less than the repu- 
diated Mississippi state bonds. 

God made the sun to giv light by day. The light of the 
sun makes the day, and it is day all the time. Day or night 
to an omnipresent God is an ides too ridiculous to merit even 
a passing notice. God made the moon to govern the night, 
and I guess the reason we Call her feminine is because she is 
not content to labor in her own sphere of usefulness, but per- 
sists in encroaching upon the sun, which she always does to 
the neglect of her own duties, The divisions of time which 
we call day and night are Only local, and the idea that those 
terms hav anything to do with the universe, or any signifi- 
cance beyond this earth, is an error too palpable to be 
excused even in the most illiterate. If God placed the stars 
in the heavens to giv light to the earth, why did he place 
billions of them so far away that their light can never pos- 
sibly reach the earth ? 

Let us pass the remainder of the creation. Next we find 
man and woman in the Garden of Eden ; man and woman 
fresh from the hand of God; man and woman with no 
knowledge of sin or of good and evil. The serpent, which 
was the most subtie of all that was good, and which God 
had blessed, and with which he was pleased, tempted the 
woman to eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge, and the 
woman induced the man toeat. Then God became angry 
and condemned the man, the woman, and the serpent. 
Now the man had not sinned. True, God told him to re- 
frain from eating of that particular fruit, but Adam, since 
he had no knowledge of good or evil, did not know it was 
wrong to disobey God. It is the intention with which an 
act is Committed that constitutes its criminality, and there 
is no moral law in existence which can be 80 construed as 
to hold Adam guilty of a misdemeanor if he had no knowl- 
edge of good and evil, which consideration is virtually ad- 
mitted in the twenty-second verse of the third chapter of 
Genesis. But afler he had acquired that knowledge we 
find him bravely telling his angry God the truth in the mat- 
ter ; but God, t nlike the father of Washington, was afraid 
of the man who could tell the truth (the antipathy in which 
the ‘‘chogen few” hold the truth would imbue one with the 
idea that God still hated the possessors of that great gift), 
and condemned him to banishment. The woman was to be 
ruled over by the man (that was before the broomstick ad- 
ministration, I guess), and the snake was to crawl on the 
ground. The Bible fails to tell what means of locomotion 
the serpent possessed prior to this time, and givs but little 
encouragement to the noble women who are demanding the 
just right of cqual suffrage with the men. 

According to John the Evangelist (Rev. iv, 11) God made 
the world &nd all things for his pleasure, 
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in repentance, that God should repent having made man ? 
Was there pleasure in fearing that man would partake of 
the fruit of the tree of life, and “become as one of us?" 
Will God permit the people of this day to partake of that 
“tree” after refusing Adam ? Has God altered his inten- 
tions toward man? If he has, is he unchangeable ? 

I hav tried to lay before you a few points connected with 
the Mosaic account of the creation, not because I believe 
them, nor because I think any sane person who has the least 
knowledge of science can believe them, but to lay before 
you the abominable trash the church would hav fostered as 
the direct word of an all-wise creator of the universe. 

Christians claim to foster and cherish science. There is 
not à branch of science but conflicts with this creation; but 
I leave the philosopher, the astronomer, the geologist, and 
other scientists, to combat it from that standpoint. I hav 
attempted to meet it only upon the ground of reason. 

The church is unanimous in the declaration that Infidels 
are not deep thinkers, and that all the wise heads are on the 
side of the church. Be this as it may, but if ‘‘ deep think- 
ing” requires one to gulp down this contaminated and 
depraved mass of infamous incongruities they call the 
Bible then I heartily rejoice that I am a shallow thinker. 

The Bible is no more divine than Gil Blas, and not half 
80 accurate. The man who was the author of Genesis 
believed the world to be flat, and I venture the assertion he 
was never one hundred miles from his birthplace. He 
imagined the blue empyrean to be a vast body of water, 
and I challenge any “ deep thinker” in the church to giv 


any other plausible explanation of the seventh verse of the, 


first chapter of Genesis. Yet this is the stuff which must 
be dragged into the school room. That book, which says 
man was damned for seeking knowledge, in the school-room! 
“ O consistency, thou art a jewel !" 

The reason why the masses of Christians are believers is 
because they hav never given any attention to the Bible 
themselves, but accept it because of its antiquity, and 
because of the opinion of all the ‘“‘ wise" men. The an- 
tiquity of the Bible can be no proof of its veracity. There 
was à time when it was not ancient, and what it was then it 
is now, for time cannot detract from its error nor add to its 
truth.. Asto all the wise men being Ohristians, I deny the 
assertion. The unlettered class hav a great respect for high- 
sounding language—something they do not comprehend; 
therefore they find relief in the views of the ‘great theolo- 
gians,” which views are understood by neither their authors 
themselves nor the people to whom they are given. I hav 
noticed that the more intricate and inexplicable the mass of 
unintelligible theology, the greater honor and reverence it 
brings to its author, for while no ‘‘doctor of divinity” 
understands the views of his fellow-theologists, he is afraid 
to admit it, lest he expose his own ignorance. It matters 
not if every man, woman, and child, every potentate upon 
the throne, every ‘‘ divine" in the pulpit, declare the Bible 
to be the true word, its truth is none the more proved, and I 
can accept it only as the work of men, probably of monks, 
who lived not ten centuries ago. 

One of those great English philosophers and divines, 
John Wilkin, who lived near the middle of the seventeenth 
century, conceived the idea of flying to the moon: ‘‘Be- 
cause,” said he, ‘‘a little bird can fly upward some distance, 
I believe a flying chariot can be made which would fly to 
the moon.” fir John must hay been a “ deep thinker.” 

Another great philosopher of the same century said, 
** Since man can create some imperfect things which were 
not pre-existent, God, who is perfect, can create great 
things." If that man intended to convey the idea that man 
can create matter that was not pre-existent, I am willing 
that he too be classed with the ‘‘ deep thinkers,” 

Still another ‘‘D.D.” of that beautifully little isle, which 
has practiced every imaginable form of tyranny in the 
nameof the church, strongly advocated the study of natural 
philosophy, forgetting that the idea of a material (and I 
deny the existence, except as the resulta and conditions of 
matter, of that which is immaterial), omnipresent God 
was directly contrary to the first principle of that great 
science—that no two bodies can occupy the same space at 
the same time. But then he wasa '' deep thinker.” 

Schuyler, the logician, argues that God made gin so that 
there would be a virtue in morality. God condemns nine 
hundred and vinety-nine and saves one. The beauty of 
this plan of salvation can be discerned only by a ‘* deep 
thinker.” 

Cotton Mather and the acursed tribunal which executed 
those persons at Salem, in free América, were the elste of 
“ deep thinkers." Imagine Cotton Mather basking away 
the ceaseless ages of eternity; in the fluted folds of Abra- 
ham’s bosom. : 

Did space permit, we could mention hundreds of kindred 
instances of the matchless **wisdom ” emanating from those 
great intellectual monstrosities, the '* deep thinkers.” 

One more point. Christians assert that Infidels look at 
but one side of this great question. A few facts prove this 
statement to be false, and demonstrate that it is the Chris- 
tian who sees but one side. About nine-tenths of the Infi- 
dels of to-day are children of Christians, and were taught 
from their earliest infancy, until they became the servants 
of their own reason, to respect and honor the Bible. Youth 
is the time in which the lasting impressions of a life are 
made. In politica the son follows in the footsteps of the 
father ; and what would be more natural in religion? But 
from the Christian children come the Infidels. There can 
be no motive for giving up one’s religion, as taught them in 
youth, except in answer to the knocking of reason, since 
that religion is popular, and he who opposes it does so at the 
risk of bread and reputation. Instead of Infidels looking 
upon but one side, they are the only ones who hav been per- 
mitted to see both sides. In every Infidel family I dare say 
the Bible can be found. In not one family in ten among 
the Christians can I find any work on Infidelity, I doubt if 
there be an Infidel in the United States but has heard the 
gospel preached. Not one Christian in ten has ever heard 
an Infidel lecture. Every hour in the day those whe liv in 
the cities can hear the church bells, while one day in every 
seven i8 set apart for their benefit. Every village in this 
land can boast of a clergyman. Millions of people every 
Sunday assemble in Sunday-schools to impress upon the 
children the importance of piety. In every school-book 


Is there pleasure! the name of God ig reverenced ; yet when a man rises above 


all these, and can discern the truth, the weak-minded bigots, 
who hav never been permitted to look beyond the narrow 
confines of their own selfish natures, hav the impudence, 
in the face of overwhelming evidence to tbe contrary, to 
say that he has never looked at but one side of the ques- 
tion. 

But this is one of their “arguments,” and it reminds me 
of what a friend said to me was the reason why Christians 
insisted upon calling Colonel Ingersoll ''Bob." He said 
they could not meet his arguments, but there was a world of 
conso!ation in callicg him ‘ Bob.” 

u But,” says one, “if the Bible is not the true account of 
the creation, what is the true account ?" 

I hav heard the same argument used in regard to the 
moon. ‘If itis not made from green cheese, what is it 
made from ?" And the latter question I think is the more 
difficult to answer. : 

But the Infidel has his God and his Bible. His God is 
nature, his Bible her own handwriting—in the mountains, 
furrowed with deep canyons, where the geologist reads that 
the world, through countless ages, has exisited ; in the vol- 
canoes, those great chimneys to that internal heat which 
melts the rocks away and causes the earth to tremble in con- 
vulsion ; in the mighty ocean, tossing and raging, lashing its 
rock-bound shores like a wild beast in a cage ; in the mighty 
frozen fields of ice, where crystal glaciers stand like granite 
monuments of decades forever past. 

The Infidel hears hia God speak in the mutterings of the 
earthquake, in the howlings of the tempest, in the cold, 
bleak winds of the north, and his whisperings in the gentle 


zephyre, which, laden with the ambrosial fragrance of . 


orange groves, wafts slong the soft south wind until it has 
kissed the northern hills ; in the rippling brook, hurrying 
over the shiny pebbies on to the great blue sea; in the 
woodland, the somber vale and silent dell. The flowers, 
the trees, the singing birds, sli tell of a God, but not of a 
Jehovah who made the universe for himself and man 
alone. : 

In 911 these the Infidel learns of the creation, history, and 
the law of earth ; but his Bible is so written that it can be 
read only when the enlightenment of the world had risen 
above the mythology of the Greeks, the superatitions of the 
Nile, the omens of the Aztecs, the proguostications of Pales- 
tine, the bigotry of Rome, and the fanaticism of modern 
Christianity. M. Watson. 

Terre Haute, Ind. 


LFrom the Investigator. 
Non-Resistance. 


The National Citizen and Ballot- Box, edited by Mrs. M. J. 
Gage, an able advocate of woman's suffrage, is giving some 
very interesting reminiscences of the early meetings held 
by the advocates of that just cause. Ina late number of 
the Citizen an anecdote of Mr. Garrison is given, which 
shows the advantage of philosophical coolness over minis- 
terial bigotry and priestly zeal. We subjoin the paragraph 
for the amusement of our readers : i 


In a debata on the Bible position of woman, Mr. Garrison, 
having always been a close student of that book, was so clear in 
his positions, and so ready in his quotations, that he earried the 
&udience triumphantiy with him. 

he Rey. Dr. Nevin came out of the contest so ehagrined that, 
losing ail sense of dignity, on meeting Mr. Garrison in the yes- 
tibule of the hail at the close of tke convention, he seized h 
the nose and shook him vehemently. 
resistance, and when released. he calmly eurveved-his antngo- 
nist and said. “Do you feel better, my friend? Do you hope 
thus to break the force of my argument?” The friends-of the 
Rev. Mr. Nevin were so mortified with his ungeutlemanly be- 
havior that they supvressed the scene in the vestibule as far as 
possible in the Cleveland journals, and urged the ladies who 

&d the report of the convention in charge to make no mention 
of it in their publication. 

Happily, the fact has been resurrected in time to point a page 
of history. 
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The above statement, which I find commented upon in 
the Investigator, is a very pretty story. As it tells so nicely 
for our side, itisa pity to spoil it, and I would not take 
pains to do it were not the truth of the matter just.as good. 

The facts are that the first National Woman's Rights 
Convention was held in Cleveland, Ohio, in October, 1858. 
It announced a free platform to opponents a8 well as advo- 
cates. The Rev. Dr. Nevin, of Cleveland, Ohio, occupied 
a part of one morning’s session in opposing woman's rights 
and woman’s suffrage. Joseph Barker, a noted Infidel of 
that day, and a solid, sledge-hammer Boanerges of a 
speaker, followed Dr. Nevin and began replying rather 
elaborately to the reverend speaker. Mr. Garrison, who, I 


think, was chairman of the meeting—at all events he waa a - 


prominent actor and speaker there—as soon as he observed 
that Barker was about to occupy his time in reply to Nevin, 
arose, stepped forward on tbe platform, and said : '* Oh, 
never mind him, Bro. Barker; bis speech is not worth 
noticing;" snd then with raised finger, and in a voice that 
thundered through the hall, added, '' he is evidently only a 
blackguard and a rowdy.” "There was silence that could be 
felt for half a minute in the hall after that utterance. Then 
came & storm of hisses—answered by cheers from his 
friends. It almost took away the conventional breath. 
Bro. Barker, however, gathered himself slowly up, picked 
out another thread for his discourse, and went on. Qarri- 
son's interruption was & bold and stunning blow, right in 
the face of a Cleveland audience, at the most popular cler- 
gyman in their own city; but everything went forward in 
order till the adjournment of the morning session. "Then, 
while the audience were passing out, and while the speak- 
ers, reporters, and others were still standing in groups upon 
the platform, a brother of Dr. Nevin— merchant, I think, 
or at all events in business in Cleveland—stepped from the 
audience upon the platform, seized Garrison by the nose, 
and gave it a vigorous tweak. Then this brother Nevin 
immediately left the platform and the hall. Indeed, he left 
so rapidly, and it was such a sudden surprise to Garrison, 
that he had no time to make a reply at all; at any rate, I 
heard none. The incident was telegrapbed all over the 
United States, was published in hundreds of newspapers, 
and there was no attempt at hushing it up. 

This is the recollection of the undersigned, who was the 
official reporter of the convention. Lucy Stone, Lucretia 


Mott, Antoinette L. Brown Blackwell, Ernestine L Rose, 
and other members of that convention, are still living, and 
their memories of that exciting occasion cannot be far dif- 
ferent from mine. Let the fact ‘‘be resurrected” in its own 
proper form if it is to ‘ point a page of history." 

T. C. LELAND, 


r. Garrison made no. |... 


The Tenth Seeker, April 17, 1880. 
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Letters from Friends. 


West Newton, Mass., March 1, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Please find inclosed post-office 
order for $3.25, which pays my subscription for TRE TRUTH 
SEEKER up to Jan. 1, 1881. Iclaim to be a Liberal Bpirit- 
ualist, and I believe iu giving to every man and woman the 
same rights which I claim for myself, whether they be 
Gentile or Jew, Bpiritualist, orthodox, Methodist, or Catho- 
lic. Every person should hav the right to their own opin- 
ion and & right to express their opinion publicly if they 
: choose, provided they use proper language ia their expres- 
sion, 
All, or nearly all, who write for your paper profess to be 
‘Liberals, and yet how condemnatory many of those writers 
. are of those who do not think and believe just as they do! 
Now (as our ministers would say), ‘for Christ sake,” if we 
‘are Liberals, or even Christians, let us beware how we judge 
or condemn our fellow beings. Let us by kind deeds and 
loving words assist our erring brothers and sisters whom we 
may think to be wrong to climb the ladder of progression 
by extending to them the hand of charity instead of back- 
biting and slandering because they are unable to think as 
we do. 
_ I wish our President had just a little of the Christ spirit 
in his body, enough £0 he would be willing to do by you as 
he would wish to be done by. Then how quickly you 
. would be set at liberty. But never mind, brother, time will 
soon do it, and you will stand head and shoulders above R, 
B. Hayes in the estimation of thinking people. 


GIV US FREEDOM. 


Who dares to speak for truth and right, 
In this progressive age, 

And strike the plowshare deep in search, 
Invites the bigot's rage, 


And racks of torture are resumed, 
With sacks of serpents too; 

And eyes bored out by Ohristian men, 
And ali their hate can do. 


Ah! they would build a scorching fire, 
And pile the fagots high, 

And cast reformers’ bodies there, 
And never heed one cry. t 


Smiting their ashes 'neath their feet, 
Proud of this damning deed ; 

Then shout for God and Christ to bless 
And all the hungry feed. 


Build their grand churehes higher still, 
And wear a longer face; 

Say blessings o'er their daily bread, 
And rob the human race. 


Ask us to come to Christ, and lay 
Our heads upon our breast; ~ 

To cast our burdens at his feet, 
And feel that we are blest. 


But if we fail to come their way, 
Alas! but who dares tell? 

They curse us with a bitter curse, 
And send us straight to hell. 


But let us tremble not, nor fear, 
For God is God tie Same. 
nd we are one With him in care, 
Truth’s car rolls on the same.. .- 


Though into prison we are cast, 
We stand behind the bars, 

And testify to higher truth 
Than comes of conquering Wars. 


"Tis not an ignominious fate, 
Nor need those bow in shame 
hose martyr’d hearts hav tortured been 
In freedom’s holy name. 
Then let us dare to speak the trath, 
And liv the best we can, 
For God is God, and we can trust 
To him the souls of men. 
Fraternally yours, Cuas, N. Woon. 


Bunn Oak, Micn., Feb. 26, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I was much rejoiced and 
relieved from great anxiety on reading your *' Beventh Let- 
ter from Albany" in regard to your health, for which I had 
become quite alarmed, not only for your sake, but for that 
of the Liberal cause in general, lest truth and reason was 
about to lose its great defender and champion through big- 
oted hypocrisy and perjury. It fairly made my heart leap 
for joy to know you were yourself again and in possession 
of so buoyant and Cheerful a state of mind as the tenor of 
your letter denotes. Now don’t, I beseech you, tax that 
fertile brain of yours too much, as I fear you hav in times 
past. I was also pleased and amused wherein you 80 aptly 
and juetly set forth the striking similarity of Christ’s better 
acts and sayings with those of your own, wherein you are 
quite dissimilar. Now please allow me to carry the con- 
trast a little farther and name afew more points wherein 
you widely differ from said Jesus & Co.: You don’t com- 
mand those that hav no sword to sell their garment aud buy 
one, as Christ did. You don’t commend your disciples to 
bring hither those that will not hay you to rule over them 
and slay them before you. Jesus did. You don’t get 
wrathy and kill a fig-tree because it had no fruit on it in the 
winter. Jesus did. You don't make a grcat thong or 
walloping-rope out of small cords and fly at those in the 
house that don’t please you and drive them all out. Christ 
did. You don’t declare the stars shall fall from heaven and 
the world come to an end. Jesus did. You don’t declare 
that any man that hates not his father and mother, his wife 
and children, and brothers and sisters, cannot be your dis- 
ciple. Christ did. You don’t tell your people to sell their 
Carrion to strapgers. God did. You don't kill a man for 
putting up his hand to steady an old box on an ox cart to 
keep it from falling. God did. You don't get mad and 
slay fifty thousand three-score and ten harvest hands in a 
little field because one of them, through curiosity, raised 
the lid of the same old box on a cart being drawn this time 
by a pair of heifers. And I hope and trust that in your last 
expiring, even if on a Christian rack or surrounded by 
burning fagots, you will not, as Christ did, cry aloud, My 
Ged, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 1 might point 
out many other dissimilarities between you and.the one in 
three and three in one, but I forbear. 

I, with all the Liberals hereabout (who are not a few), 
hope the Board of Directors or other proper authority of the 
National Liberal League will call a convention the coming 
summer to make nominations of our own for President and 
Vice-President of the United States, which of course would 
be the immortal Bob at the head and Bennett next. Let us 
try our strengtb. 2 . 

Please send me a few petitions for the taxation of church 
property and I will work like a beaver for signatures until 
our Legislature meets next winter. — 

Iuclosed please find a small donation to greet you on your 
liberation from durance vile next May Day, which time 
draweth nigh.  Fraternally yours, M. P. TAUBSTON. 


: CATHLAMET, WAsH. TER. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER : In the unavoidable absence of 
your highly worthy and erudite editor and publisher, I 
would deem myself unworthy of a very being did I not lift 
my pen to remonstrate against the unparalleled indignity 
that has, through priestly tyranny, been heaped upon Mr. 
Bennett, a man who but holds his life in his hands, as it 
were, that his fellows might enjoy theirs the more abun- 
dantly. Hours but glided too soon for him to tell of all 
their happiness attainable here—the paramount of all exist- 
ence; and the midnight lamp without doubt often and again 
must hav disquieted him that time hath so stealthily 
encroached on his labors while he was so happily and 
earnestly engaged pleading at the bar of nature in behalf of 
his fellow-humanity, Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in 
the streets of New York, that & band of followers of the 
meek and lowly Jesus of Nezareth banded together, did, in 
an inhuman and unbrotherly manner, place one of the most 
damnable deadfalls in a peaceful and placid way and thereby 
entrap him, and for which the historian of the nineteenth 
century will endeavor in vain to discover a parallel to hand 
down to posterity as one of the foulest blots that marks a 
nation’s history. Well may they be ashamed, and that too 
beyond the power of redemption, while others can discern 
who—void of malice or bigotry—are as competent of judg- 
ing in the premises as those who hav, while the world looks 
on in ghastly horror at the future inevitable record in so 
highly-cultured an epoch. Yet heaven forbid that we cast 
any reflection on any court of these United States and thus 
aim to prevent the law from taking its course and depriving 
the knavish priesthood from having a jollification, no matter 
how honest the man be who stands in need of verification. 
Meanwhile, if I mistake not, we liv under a government that 
guarantees to each and all the inalienable right to express 
their honest convictions touching anything whatsoever in 
nature calculated to further the moral, social, and ecientific 
status of humanity. And like unto Jefferson, our father of 
the past (who, compared with to-day, is as the sun to a 
rushlight), who uttered these truly noble and magnanimous 
words, *''hat error of opinion might be tolerated while 
reason was left free to combat it.” And this is as it should 
be, and yet shall be, as infallibility cannot be prescribed by 
law. But now the time draws nigh when the united Liberal- 
ism of the land will hav a fitting opportunity to publicly 
express. their disapprobation in a manner not to be mistaken, 
that the liberty of the press and that of the people cannot 
much longer be tampered with with impunity. 

: H, A. ELLIOT. 

WAYLAND, N. Y. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir * A few days ago a well- 
dressed man entered .my place of business and remained 
about half an hour without making his wants known. After 
a while he called for a pencil, and, after agonizing over a 
sheet of paper for ten or fifteen minutes, folded it closely, 
handed it to me, and hastened out of thedoor. The follow- 
ing is a literal copy of the hieroglyphics that I succeeded in 
deciphering by the time he had turned the corner on the 
next street: 

‘Mr. Morehouse, I understand you are an Infidel, but by 
your looks I don’t believe it, and yet for fear that my eyes 
deceive me, I will ask you to. pray for me, for I am an un 
worthy Christian. Iam a strong believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and I will pray for you. God help us both thia 
pleasant day, and if we never meet on earth again may it 
be our exalted privilege to meet in heaven.” 

I afterward learned that the stranger was a colporteur, 
probably sent in by some kind Christian friend to convert 
this heathen. Now, I can’t run worth a cent, and if it is 
ever my ‘‘ exalted privilege" to meet him in heaven, and he 
is then as timid as he is now, there will be no show for me 
to overtake him inside the city limits. lshall not try to 
meet him there, but shall go to the other place with men 
who @re not ashamed of their opinions and hav the courage 
of their convictions. I try to appreciate the confidence 
that led this **unworthy" Christian to ask for my prayers, 
but I shall make no special effort in this direction, for I hav 
no faith either in the special creation or in the spontaneous 
generation of backbone or brain. "There is no hope for such 
as he except through generations of natural development, 
assisted by Liberal culture. Prayer, even the prayer of a 
Freethinker, cannot save him from his sad fate. 

If Christians believe as they preach, why are they so 
indifferent and lukewarm? They claim that the vast ma- 
jority of their friends, their relatives, and of the brother- 
nood of man, are blindly rushing to eternal punishment, to 
endless burning. The danger is imminent. Every instant 
their dearest ones are made fuel fortheavenging fire. Why 
do they not fly to the rescue? Think of a man trying to 
rescue helpless children from a burning dwelling by writing 
on a piece of wrapping-paper, and then dodging out! They 
all do it. None are thoroughly in earnest except those who, 
because of a vivid belief, hav become inmates of insane 
asylume. The masses do not really believe the doctrines. 
If any kind Christian mother was asked by a trusted friend 
if she thought her loved but unconverted son or daughter 
was in the great danger 8o vividly portrayed by revivalists, 
she would answer no, Hellis not for them, but for stran- 
gers. Then the masses are lukewarm because of unbelief. 
And there is hope for the cause of truth and progress, for 
unbelief is growing, whether in churches or out. The 
truest believers are those fit for asylums. Then there are 
many, Very many—and this is the saddest fact of all~who 
profess to believe because it pays. It pays the preacher, it 
pays the professional man, the merchant, the politician, 
those. who need the support of the popular church going 
throng to compass their points. Many drift along from 
force of inherited tendency and habit, witnout ever think- 
ing clearly on the subject. Many who do think, yet con- 
tinue to drift with the current through love of ease or fear 
of loss, are hypocrites. . 

Look it over any way you choose, these are facts. Is it, 
then, any wonder, that Christians generally, as we find 
them, are about as lukewarm as is the colporteur who gave 
me my text ? : G. W. MOREHOUSE, 


Port Jervis, N. Y., March 28, 1880. 

To tae Eprror OF Tae TRUTA SEEKER, Sir: Inclosed 
you will find $1.50, for which please send me one copy of 
* Some Mistakes of Moses," by R. G. Ingersoll aud one 
copy of the '' Advancement of Science,” by Tyndall. 

Permit me to remark that your paper is doing a grand 
missionary work in Port Jervis and vicinity in the interest 
of Freethought, and that itis a welcome visitor among ue. 
It is exactly the paper needed to drive out superstition and 
darkness, and Liberalism is growing rapidly under its benign 
influence. New members are added to the Liberal ranks and 
new advocates are coming forward in favor of Freethought 
and free speech, in spite of clerical influence. But other 
agencies hav also been at work at the same time to bring 
about those regults, and there is a complete revolution in! 


modes of thought and a grand change in the public mind. 
Among these are the public discussions on religious ques- 
tions by distinguished gentlemen from abroad. About a 
year sgo Mr. B. F. Underwood delivered a lecture here on 
the “Influence of Christianity on Civilization," before a 
large and intelligent audience. It had a great effect, be- 
cause it attracted not -only the attention of the people, but, 
in particuiar, the attention of the clergy. Shortly after 
Mr. Underwood's departure the conference of the Methodist 
Church held their session in this place, and one of the mem- 
bers of this conference, Rev. Mr. Gill, challenged Mr, 
Underwood to a public discussion. The challenge was 
promptly accepted, and both gentlemen met a few weeks 
afterward in this village, made preliminary arrangements, 
and the subject of discourse was agreed upon. It was, '' Is 
theres personal deity? and is the Bible an inspired volume?” 
Gill took the affirmative, Underwood the negative. I don’t 
need to tell you that Mr. Gill came out second best, to the 
great sorrow ef all superstitious people, and to the complete 
satisfaction of all Liberals. But the struggle between Free- 
thought on one side and superstition on the other did not 
end there, because the clergy, fortified behind the cowarda’ 
desks, could not afford to rest quietly under defeat, so they 
pitched bravely into Mr. Underwood after his departure, 
and the consequence was that he returned; and in one lec. 
ture settled their hash pretty well. Some other speakers, 
among whom I wish to mention Mrs. Lawrence, Mrs. Leck, 
Rev. Mr. Holmes, of England, and Dr. Brown, of Bing. 
hamton, hav favored us wita addresses, all of which were 
to the point, and were listened to with marked attention by 
large audiences. The clergy seem to hav given up the fight, 
Two of them hav resigned their (pesitions. One of them 
remarked that it was impossible to keep up a congregation 
when there were six hundred persons going to hear an 
Infidel preach. The name of this reverend is Mr. Rose- 
cranz. Rev. William McKinney did not giv any reason for 
going away ; but be intends to go to Europe and lecture on 
'* Church Life in America.” He is an intelligent gentleman, 
and never took any active part in the opposition against Lib- 
eralism, But the strangest case to be remarked upon is she 
death of Dr. Crane, the pastor of the Methodist church. 
Sunday evening he preached a strong sermon against Infidel- 
ity, and the next morning at ten o'clock he died suddenly 
with a paralytic stroke. If he had been an Infidel it 
would hav been reckoned as a deserved punishment from 
heaven, ; 

Excuse me for theleugth of this letter. Next Monday we 
will hav a lecture by Coi. Ingersoll, which we all hope will 
be & grand success. 

We are all anxious to hear of Mr. Bennett’s return home; 
meanwhile believe me ] 

Your friend and brother id Freethought, 
THOS, GARDNER. 


GREAT VALLEY, N. Y., Mar. 29, 1880. 

Mr. Eprron, Dear Sir : Inclosed you will find two dollars, 
for which please send me ‘Superstition in all Ages," by 
john Meslier; also, “An Open Letter to the Bt. John’s 
School Board," by M. Babcock, and “Advancement of 
Science.” 

There are many Liberals in these parts who are looking 
forward with buoyant spirits to the day of D. M. Bennett’s 
deliverance from that Christian hell, where they though! to 
suppress not only himself but the principles of liberty, 
Freethought, free speech, and free mails, which are the very 
props of all free governments, and which make the Ameri- 
can government superior to all other governments—the 
asylum and home of the oppressed of all other nations. 

The apparent indifference of American people to the 
encroachments ef the slimy monster is attributable to the 
fact that they hav been cradled in the lap of fond security 
and soothed by the lullaby song so pft repeated. Yet me- 
thinks there is life and health efough left, when once 
awakened to the situation of things in the body politic, 
both political and theological, to catch the villain and to 
extract his teeth, expose his slimy, hideous carcass, to the 
great disgust and regret of every hater of free government, 
and to the great joy of every lover of the same. In fact, I 
almost feel its knotty coils relax and hear its dying groans, 
It has no virtue, no arguments or history, to present in self- 
vindication ; so let us bury it low and write its epitaph : 
“Here lies all that is left of old theology, always weak, 
though strong in the imagination of superstitious and igno- 
rant people, exposed and buried by D. M. Bennett and his 
army of staunch Freethinkers." 


Yours truly, A. F. ALBRIGHT. 


WILLIAMSTOWN, PA , March 17, 1880. 

Mz. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed find five adol- 
lars, two dollars for the “Bible of Bibles,” two dollars for 
your forthcoming work on the gods (I don’t know the price 
of it, but if it is more than two dollars I will make it right 
the next time), and one dollar for Mrs. Bennett. I had not 
decided to hav tbe book until I learned by your vision or 
visionary dream what a commotion it is making in the 
upper realms, and concluded it must be worth reaging and 
possessing by us of this lower world as a memento of your 
prison work. 

When I read of your failing health and sleepless nights 
alone there in that gloomy prison cell my sympathies are 
more deeply stirred than ever ; and I hav thought, Oh, how 
unfeeling are Mr. and Mrs. Hayes to disregard the tears and 
entreaties of your afflicted wife! I am much rejoiced to 
learn that your health has improved, and earnestly nope you 
will be sustained in body and miad and come out of your 
cruel and unjust confinement with renewed vigor, instead 
of being crushed out, to wield heavy blows against wrong 
and oppression in any form. Yours sincerely, 

RoBERT SEAVER. 
Pirtsguren, Pa., March 11, 1880. 

Mn. EprTOB : I want to express my thoughts in regard to 
Thomas Paine, not only this, but my opinion ot priesthood 
with their slanderous tongue so often quoted. The ideathat 
Paine was afraid to die! Why? Had he ever burned any- 
body, or put anybody in prison? Did he ever tear human 
flesh ? Is there a preacher or priest in the United States 
that has done as much for mankind as this great man did ? 
I should think preachers and priests would keep their 
mouths closed in regard to Paine. That man of brains, 
that man of truth, must he be so glanderously abused by 
cowardly bigots? Is it possible to conceive that the human 
mind is thus inflamed? If I were to be damned this very 
day for expressing my opinion, I would stand up like a maa 
and tell them to go on with their dirty work. Religion has 
lost its faith, and is losing every day. What wonder? Eich 
is accusing the other of being a fraud. "Tüatis the reason I 
left my church, never again to return to it, There will soon 
be a time when all wretchedness of doctrine will fade away 
forever, and the mind of man will receive the joy of love 
&nd hope to come, JULIUS WAGNER, 
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Qe Sruth Seeker, April 12, 1880. 


ACENOWLEDGMENT. 


GREEN, Micu., Mar. 26, 1880. 

Mr. CHARLES J. HERBOLD, Sir: Your notice, together 
with your compliments, received. THE TRUTH SEEKER of 
March 20th brought the bundle. i 

Sir Charles, it was fair in you to notify us before you 
- came for us with your knife. Had you made a direct attack 
on us without giving us notice you might hav hurt some- 
body; but now we shall be on the lookout, and try to keep 
out of range—out of reach of that knife, I mean. 

The man who would turn on his friends 
With deadly intent, with a knife, 

Is jist the most onginerous cus 
That you ever heerd on in yer life. 

Charles, you seem to feel as though you made a great sac- 
rifice when you joined the Liberal League. If you made a 
greater sacrifice than the League did, then our judgment is 
not worth carrying around. 

I think, Charles, you are a medium, and hope it is not for 
that kind of spirits that sre usually kept in barrels. As.8 
favor to you, when I hear that old John Calvin is around, 
and wants a medium, I would recommend you to him, feel- 
ing certain that your style would just suit him. 

Your letter was such a peculiar one that it offended me 
awfully, Why, sir, when I was reading it I could not keep 
that old fable out of my mind about the ass that dressed 
himself up in a lion's skin to astonish the other asses. But, 
sir, they sll saw right through the disguise just as soon as 
they heard his melodious voice. 

You seem to think that Freethinkers are not bigoted. We 
vote that ticket, sir, and we think you about as destitute of 
bigotry as Moses was of cheek when he was bragging how 
meek he was. 

You will pardon me for noticing your kind letter at all. I 
Should not hav done it, only you seemed to hav such a burn- 
ing friendship for me that I thought it would be gratifying 
to you to hear from me individually. 

I will now take leave of you, Charles, till the day of the 
battle. I shall try to be early on the field, armed with a 
scoop-shovel, to assist in gathering up some of the bowels 
which you may succeed in letting out. 

Yours for the wah, N. How. 


KALAMAZOO, Micu., Feb. 29, 1880. 


THE FOURTH ANNUAL CONGRESS OF YHE NATIONAL LIB- 
ERAL LEAGUE.—WHERE SHALL IT BE HELD? 


To THE LIBERALS CF AMERICA: I am pleased to see the 
above question is being agitated. Will it not meet the 
views of many, ‘very many, of our Eastern friends, and 
will it not giv great encouragement to our Western friends 
to hold it at Bismarck Grove, Kansas? We know the West 
is being settled with a class of Liberals whose hearts are as 
broad asthe Western prairies, Will it not afford thousands 
an opportunity to visit the West ? We must lend encour- 
agement to our Western pioneers in Liberalism. Bismarck 
Grove isa beautiful place. It is surrounded by a lovely 
eountry. Let the people get up an excursion 80 cheap that 
thousands cau go and meet there, and see the broad and fer- 
tile West, Let the people agitate this subject, to be pre- 
pared to work in unison and harmony for the greatest good 
to the greatest number. Such is my wish in this great 
movement. ` E 


GREEN SPRING, OHIO, 

To His ExcELLENCY, R. B. Hayss, Hon, Sir: I am an 
humble citizen of the couaty that knew you as a boy, that 
watched you in manhood, that took great pride in all your 
steps of advancement toward the honorable position you 
occupy as the head of the intelligent American citizens of 
these United States? Allow me to state that I hav been a 
worker in and for the great party of liberty—the party to 
whom you owe everything that you hav and are, the party 
that placed you in the highest position in the gift of this 
great nation. 

Now, sir, I ask you, in all sincerity, are you willing to 
prostitute the great prerogative, the great power invested in 
you as Chief Magistrate of a free people, by holding that 
power for good from an inoffensive old man, D. M. Bennett? 
Are you willing to destroy the precarious unity of the Re- 
publican party by withholding said mercy in his case? Do 
you wish the defeat of the Hon. C. Foster in Ohio? Do 
you wish the defeat of the party that placed you in power ? 
You cando it in no better way than by withholding your 
clemency from D. M. Bennett. Your forgetfulness of 
mercy and justice in his case is having a wide-spread influ- 
ence in every state. Many secret organizations are already 
formed and being formed in Ohio, having for their object 
the defeat of the Republican party, They believe that the 
law which put D. M. Bennett in prison is a Republican 
measure, and are bound that their power shall be felt and 
respected at the ballot-box, This power, which is greater 
than many think it is, will not stop here, I fear, but will go 
on until the rights of all are respected before the law. Now, 
this will cause great national trouble, and this trouble is not 
far off unless something be done to stop it, I Know that 
there are no idie threats in this case. ‘lhey mean work, 
though the heavens fall. I love the party of liberty, the 
party of ictelligence. I love the principles for which we 
fought, I love the dear old flag which givs us free passage 
into every port and harbor under the sun. I love the land 
of my Revolutionary fathers. I love the home of my youth, 
I love liberty, and this is why I come to you, my beau ideal 
of afreeman, asking that liberty may be extended to a per- 
secuted, innocent old man, and for the good of alli 1 pray 
that I ask not in vain. I hav the honor to be, Mr. Presi- 
dent, Yours mostrespectfulily, J. L. Brown, M. D, 


'*13 MATERIALISM BIGOTRY?” 


LowELL, Micn., March 21, 1880. 

To THE EDITOR ox Tae FRUTH SEEKER, Ser: in & recent 
issue of THE TRUTH SEEKER Mr, Charles J. Herbold seems 
very much excited over my criticism of Mr. Babcock’s 
method of ‘‘canuing spirits," and because | charge with 
bigotry 2 certain cla:s of so-called Liberals who ¢laim to be 
acientiste, ''Wounded birds will flutter;" and among the 
hundreds of materialiatic bigots that infest this country, it 
would be strange if some were not hit. This time I shall 
use the word bigot advisedly; and I deliberately charge Mr. 
Charles J. Herboid with being a bigot of the rankest kind; 
likewise every other person who talks or writes 88 he does. 


I shall insist on calling things by their right names, and | do. 
it in all charity and kindness. He doubtless does not real-. 


jze the truth, or he would not flutter as he does; but “ facts 
are stubburn things.” : 

Webster defines bigotry as being “ obstinate or blind 
attachment to a particular creed or to certain tenets; un- 
reasonable zeal; a warmih in favor of a party, sect, or opin- 
ion; excessive prejudice.” Now, if Mr. Herbold is ‘not 
excessively prejudiced against Spiritualism, and if he does 


not talk obstinately and blindly; if he does not manifest the 
most inexcusable ignorance in regard to the facts that un- 
derlie, and the philosophy of Spiritualism, who Spiritualists 
are and what they do; if he'does not use more assumption, 
presumption, and conceit than he ought to, then I confess I 
do not sufficiently understand the English language to com- 
prehend what bigotry is after reading Webster’s definition 
of it. i : 

Henry M. Kiddle, whose scholarly and scientific attain- 
ments rank him among the first in the land, and whom we 
are proud of as a Spiritualist, says, on this matter: ‘Human 
conceit is the most difficult to overcome in connection with 
this matter, especially educated conceit, From this spring 
pride and prejudice, imparting such strength to preconcep- 
tion that the doorways of the mind become not only closed 
but hermetically sealed against the admission of every new 
truth, A large part of what is called science is only learned 
speculation, The atomic theory, the nebular hypothesis, 
the wave theory of light, the origin of species, the law of 
evolution, are mere speculations, The history of science is 
in great part the history of the construction and subsequent 
destruction of learned hypotheses. If any person in the 
world should hav learned modesty and humility by experi- 
ence, it is the investigator and student of physical science." 

Mr. Herbold modestly and humbly ciphers out Mr. Kid- 
dle’s knowledge and scientific attainments and places them 
equal to zero. 

Webster defines science as being ** knowledge." A fact, 
however simple, when based on absolute proof, becomes 
knowledge, therefore science—a fact Mr. Herbold evidently 
fails to comprehend. In my judgment, the more a mar 
claims to know, the less credit he should hav for being wise; 
therefore Mr. Herbold, who claims to know more of other 
people’s experiences and knowledge than they do them- 
selves, should retire to a back seat until he can come for- 
ward with at least a little show of modesty, 5 

In the first place, he asks, ‘Is Materialism bigotry?” 
[Mr. Herbold is not responsible for this question, It was 
sfüxed by us as a caption to his article.—EnrTom. T. 8.] 
Materialism, pure and simple, '' with charity for all and 
malice toward none," is not bigotry. Although a Spiritual- 
ist, with whom spirit communication is a demonstrated fact, 
yet, I can fully indorse that kind of Materialism, But 
when it declares war to the knife on those who dare to 
differ with its dogmatic notions, it becomes bigotry. It is 
not commendable or proper to say, l am right, you are 
wrong, therefore I will kill you. Let us compare ideas and 
facts, and, in harmony, learn of each other. With human- 
ity constituted like Mr. Herbold’s, with an intolerant hatred 
and thirst for the blood of his neighbors, it will be long ages 
before the lion and the lamb will lie down together. 

I hav met very few Materialists who are not unreasonably 
prejudiced against Spiritualism. When ,they become so 
uncharitable as to condemn Spiritualism without honest 
and thorough investigation, they become, according to 
Webster, bigots. I hope, therefore, Mr. Charles J. Her- 
bold will not be offended hereafter if I speak of him as Mr. 
Herbold the bigot. 

As Spiritualists, we are strictly on the defensive. We 
dare not take stock In bigotry; it is as insidiously dangerous 
as that superstition which has cursed the world for ages. 
In the true sense of the term we are Materialists, We do 
not claim that spirit is not matter; we say that so far as we 
know, and no farther, all things are material. Beyond 
that all is assumption and speculation, 

Materialists of the Herbold school are making war on 
Spiritualism most uvjustly. In the first place, they will not 
investigate Spiritualism fairly, as Spiritualists do; and, in 
the second place, they charge us with believing a something 
exists which is not matter and which did not hav its origin 
in matter. They insist that spirit or soul, as we use the 
term, means something that is not matter. For myself, I do 
not know whether this is true or not. I am induced to 
think it is not; but so long as I cannot demonstrate it, until 
I hav acquired all knowledge, I shall be careful how I pre- 
tend to know the unknowable. I think this is true gener- 
ally of progressive Spiritualists, I shall presume that their 
hatred of Spiritualism is because the world is rapidly being 
converted to it, and therefore, like the church, as .an ism, 
imagine themselves about to be annihilated. 

Mr. Herbold, I notice, uses the same electrotype phrases 
bigots used thirty years ago. Judging from his article, ali 
he would be able to say in answer to the question, What is 
Spiritualism ? would be “Spooks, mesmerism, twaddle, 
planchette, dark-lantern mediums, raps, table tippings, 
banjos, tamborines, babblings, hallucinations,” Parrots 
could do as'well. The same meaningless phrases are con- 
tinually Hung to the people from the pulpits by the holy 
priests of God. Priests and so-called Materialists go hand 
in hand in this war on Spiritualism. ‘The priests declare 
war because it conflicts with—therefore destroys—their 
business. So-called Materialists make war on it because it 
conflicts with their dogmatic notions of materialistic sci- 
ence. A life beyond the grave is as dangerous a heresy to 
them as was the Copernican system to tne church in the 
days of Galileo, It must not be tolerated for one moment. 
They would be compelled to make the humiliating confes. 
sion that they do not yet know it all, that they nav been 
‘mistaken, that there is something in the universe that can 
not be weighed in their materialistic scales, aud that they 
hav been ignorant, stupid champions of error, while we, 
poor despised Spiritualists, were right after all. 

Mr. Herbold proudly boasts that the great Huxley ex- 
pressed his sentiments when he said Spiritualism was not 
worthy his attention, That honestly earns for Mr. Her- 
bold the title of bigot. It is beneath the exalted dignity of 
such great ‘‘ men of science ” as Huxley and Herbold to in- 
vestigate the phenomena of the soul, of spirit communica- 
tion, and of a future existence, If, now, Mr. Huxley should 
declare the moon to be a large cheese, I could readily 
believe Mr. Herbold wouid proudly rise and boast, *"Them's 
my sentiments," ' ' 

Mr. Herbold says when I hav successfully shown that 
there is ' no force without matter, and no matter without 
force" it will be time enough to bother their heads about 
disembodied spirits, etc, I do not know that I ever tried to 
disprove that statement. I am generally a little cautious 
about controverting ‘‘ axiomatic truths,” eepecially if they 
reach beyond my depth, and the unknowable certainly does, 

My. Babcock says there is no soul or spirit, also that by 
our imaginations we create spirits ; and if we thus create 
spirits, of course in the same manner we create all spiritual 
manifestations, Without attempting to define what'consti- 
tutes the soul, I simply criticisé Mr. Babcock for saying 
what he did not know and could not prove. I ask again 
for proof. How does he know there is no soul or spirit ? 
Aud especially would I ask Mr. Babcock to tell us how he 
knows we create epirits and spiritual manifestations by our 
imaginations ? Has he-or any other Materialist ever tried 
it successfully ? and are they, too, guilty of an excessive 
and unreasonable use of their imaginations? It seems to 


me such presumptuous knowledge amounts to the most 
ridiculous nonsense. If that is scientific Materialism I want 
none of it, Ido not wonder Mr. Herbold concludes our 
company is mutually distasteful to each other, A man who 
openly deciares he has sacrificed his principles for the sake 
of policy is always distasteful to me. I love to associate 
only with men whose principles are steadfast. 

Mr. Herbold tells us, ** with many a flirt and flutter,” that 
he sacrificed his principles, etc., when he joined the League, 
and that he enlisted for the war. What war does he refer 
to. He makes war on Spiritualists, Christians, women, 
etc. He seems to hav several jobs on hand at present. The 
Liberal League ought to feel highly honored. it is not every 
man that would make such a sacrifice. Indeed it is to be 
hoped he is the only man in the land who has thus: denied 
himself. Nevertheless, Mr. Herbold declares.that hundreds 
nav done the same, that they hav sacrificed their principles 
for the sake of policy. Gentlemen of the League, stand up! 
Confess and be forgiven. Mr Herbold has turned state's 
evidence, The cause must indeed be desperate when hun- 
dreds of men will sacrifice their principles voluntarily for 
the sake of it, Elizur Wright, H. L. Green, E. C, Walker, 
how is this? Hav you done this thing ? We are about to 
organize a League in Lowell, Michigan, and I did think of 
joining it, but if I must “sacrifice my principles," and if 
that is the kind of a crowd I shall find, I am ineligible. I 
cannot sacrifice my principles any more than George Wash- 
ington could tell a lie, : i 

Mr. Herbold serves notice on me that he will condescend 
to tolerate a mock union between Spiritualists and Material- 
ists till the final separation of church and state, and then 
he will make war on us to the knife. We are really 
obliged to Mr. Herbold for condescendiog to use and spare 
us while we may be of use to him. The wonderful sacrifices 
he is capable.of making are really marvelous. I am really 
glad he does not liv hereabout. He must be a very danger- 
ous and bloodthirsty man. He is liable to break out any. 
moment. Ido hope some means may be devised to concil- 
iate him, at least, before he brings that kuife to Michigan. 

He says, Mr. Babcock served the same notice on me, in his 
“ Little Lecture," Now if I am able to read and understand 
the English language correctly, be did no such thing, Mr. 
Babcock stated in his reply to my criticism that he did not 
refer, in his own mind, to Spiritualists; that his article was 
aimed wholly at Christians; that he loved Spiritualists for 
the grand work we are doing in demolishing the orthodox 
church, and for the cold water we are pouring into hell. 

I hav had the pleasure and honor of meeting Mr, Bab- 
cock, and feel proud of his friendship and acquaintance. 
He is a man whom to know is to love and respect. I think 
he is not the kind of man that will sacrifice his principles, 
even for the sake of policy. No truer, honester man ever 
lived, and when he confessed that he had never investigated 
Spiritualism, and knew nothing about it, I forgave him, 
and considered the war between us ended, notwithstanding 
he claimed the right to talk, hav opinions, etc., about Spir- 
itualism. I do not object to inoffensive, or non-combative 
bigotry. It any one can find any comfort in it, I am per- 
fectly willing, so long as they mind their own business. 
I do not claim that bigotry eatirely spoils a man. — So long 
as they do not flourish knives and get bloodthirsty I do not 
apprehend anything very serious will happen, | 


Mr. Herbuld tells us Spiritualism and facts sre ab war... 


with each other. How does he know? “Of course, if, as he 
says, it is beneath his notice, he has never investigated, 
therefore does not know what the facts are, or what the 
claims of Spiritualism are. - He should hav defined exactly 
what those ‘‘stubborn facts” are that so conflict with 
Spiritualism, and explain how they disagree, 
says ‘‘phantasmagoria of Spiritualism,” he not only con- 
fesses his ignorance, but also manifests a determination ta 
vility and misrepresent to the utmost of his ability. But 
having ''sacrificed his principles,” and inadvertently con- 
fessed it, due allowance will be made by those who.know 
what kind of an animal we are dealing with, It will not be 
necessary for Mr. Herbold to tell us he has never invesii- 
gated Spiritualism. We know it already. There are un- 
doubtedly a great many things and people in this world that 
are beneath his notice—not worthy his exalted attention. 

He says Galileo *' taught what can be demonstrated," but 
to speak of Spiritual phenomena as truths is '' begging the 
question.” 

As Spiritualists, we élaim to hav the only demonstrated 
knowledge of a future existence. If this exalted, sacrificing 
individual would only come down from his lofty pedestal of 
conceit, and condescend to look at facts, he, too, might be 
able to see what others see, and perhaps change his opinions. 
Who is this man Herbold, that he should pass judgment on 
the demonstrated knowledge of thousands of the ablest and 
wisest in the land? Such ridiculous assumption should 
meet with the contempt it deserves. 

He says *' Robert Dale Owen was taken in by the Katy 
King fraud in Philadelphia, with hunureds of others,” 

Yes, he was taken in, and by the foulest of frauds, too ; 
but it has been conclusively proved that that fraud wasa 
conspiracy on the part of the church to defraud the public 
and to crush Spiritualism and those mediums, Mr, Owen 


-was a Victim to that conspiracy against Spiritualism, and 


not to the fraudulent practices of those mediums, Now, if 
Mr. Herbold will be so good as to tell us by what right he 
passes judgment upon the knowledge of other men, b 
what right he wrote that mean, libelous sentence, which no 
gentleman would write or utter—'' It won't do to talk of 
scientific women. A scientific woman is a yara avis, and 
when caught I should like to see the plumage"—if ne will 
tell us if he has fairly and thoroughly investigated Spiritu- 
alism ; if he will giv us a standard so that we may know 
what science is, what is a demonstrated fact, who are men 
of science, and who not; we shall be prepared to sift and 
giv him credit for value received ; otherwise we shall ba 
compelled to consider him a phenomenal monstrosity of 
ignorance, bigotry, and conceit. E. A. CHAPMAN, 
O SANCTA SIMFLICITAS | 

CINCINNATI, O., March 27, 1880. 

I do not claim that animals will not liv hereafter, I think they 
will, and for this reason: Our sifections will remain the same 
after death, and if we lové pe:s here we shall love them herang. 
ter; toretore dogs, horses. birds. statuary, paintings, book&, 
Chane Ul of necessity be found in spirit lite —A A. 

Mr. Eprror: When I went to college I had a favorite 
horse, whom I bestrade every morning, and between whom 
and myself there existed a friendship which nothing but hia 
death did terminate, 1 cannot say that poor Hector’s ghost 
has been hovering about me since; if 1t had, it would no 
doubt hav stuck iis nose inte my pockets in search for lumpa 
of sugar, with which I used to regale Hector while in the 
flesh, and I cannot consider the nightmares thet hav visited 
me at odd times as his spirit, for Hector (when in the flesh) 


was æ horse, not a mare, Hence, notwithstanding these: 


failures of my favorite charger’s spirit to come forward in ah 


When he: 


E 
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these long years since he exchanged ‘‘ this 'ere world for that 
"ere," Iam glad to learn from Mr. E. A. Chapman that when 
my immortal soul wrenches itself loose from my body, be- 
comes deodorized, or etherealized, or whatever the correct | 
kibosh is, the spirit of Hector will leave his spirit oats and 
spirit stable in the bright. beyond, and neigh his spirit nos. 
trils and lungs ready to welcome me. I believe Bro. Chap- 
man, for I recogniz2 him as an authority on Spiritualism, 
and one who, from being in constant and direct communi- 
cation with the denizens of the shining shore, possessed 
moreover of a sixth sense, is qualified to speak ex cathedra 
on these matters. And then L love Bro. Chapman for his 
way of puttíng things and his method of drawing conclu- 
sions, For instance, I dote on plum-pudding? Am Ito be 
deprived of that succulent dish by ''death ending all?" 
Nonsense, for my affections will remain the same after 
death. Therefore, if. I love plum-pudding here, plum-pud- 
ding will, of necessity, be found in spirit life. If you 
substitute pork and beans the result will be the same, 
according to Mr, E. A. Chapman. Behold me, then, on my 
spirit horse cantering through the bright heavens, followed 
by wy spirit dog (who is yet in the flesh, but who will fol- 
low me, no doubt, he is so intelligent, so attached to me, and 
I love him se much!) barking spirit barks out of spirit- 
canine lungs, a favorite volume under my arm, my spirit 
nose immersed in a spirit nosegay, and the prospect of a 
spirit plum-pudding for myself and spirit provender for 
Hector before us. Hoop-la! Is it not a bright and glorious 
picture? Alas! it is visions like these, and the hope, nay, 
certainty, held out by Spiritualism to see them realized, that 
is duily thinning out the ranks of the bigoted and deluded 
followers of Huxley, Vogt, Haeckel, Tyndall, and other 
exponents of exact science. It is temptations like these 
that start the bewildered Materialists off in quest of the 
blarney stone or that blessed sixth sense of which Mr. 
Chapman is the discoverer and patentee, and the possession 
of which evidently enables a man to dispense not only with 
common sense, but also with the five ordinarily allotted to 
hita by nature, enables him to turn Spiritualist and climb 
the blue empyrean far above the maddening crowd and 
haunts of us gross and groveling Materialists, 

Brethren, it is no use; we might as well capitulate at 
once. We hav not got this sixth sense, and you know it, 
We could not make use of it if we had, owing to our long- 
continued habit of worrying along with those we hav, and 
you know that also. Aud there 18 not püilosophy enough 
1n & million of us to successfully withstand the fascinations 
of, or to Combat, let alone to overthrow, the plum-pudding 
argument, O sancta simplicitas ! Cuas. J. HEBBOLD. 


Ortawa, O., March 29, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir; Please find within. $10.00. 
Continue ‘fue ‘kote SEEKER for 1880. S:nd me the 


-* Champions of the Church,” aud one copy of the '* Mo- 


hammedan Bible," also send a copy of Tus TRUTH SEEKER 
to Judge J. J. Moore for six months, and à copy to Lewis 
Simmonds for six months, the balance to rae in '' Iron Clad” 
and '' Manna” for distribution. l 

if our Liberals would spend a little more money and not 
so muca wiud, I am morally sure it would benefit our cause 
greatly. A few dimes spent purchasing those ‘‘ Leaflets,” 
and judiciously distributing the same, will accomplish more 
to vindicate Bennett and show up the position of the church 
than five hundred empty letters of coudolence. 

Mr, Editor, an outsider, judging from fbe many letters of 
condolence tound in every issue of your paper, would con- 
-clude that the society was made up of pessimists, or we were 
the plebeians and gutter snipes of America. Why ever 
spread before the world our poverty and endeavor to 
smooth the paths of indolence by prating about our good 
pretensione—‘‘if, if P Work is abundant in every walk of 
life, and few need be in straifened circumstances. Lt is 
work we need in the Liberal ranks. Let us hav more work 
done and less prayers; more energy and less moaning 
winds. My dear, my dear poverty- whining brother, put in 
those extra days in some honegt and usetul labor that you 
spend on some drygocds box, with a jackknife in hand, 
waiting for something to turn up, Micawber-like, and you 
will be able to send a copy ot Tug Trova BEEKER, if you 
like, to some one who you thing will appreciate it. 

^ E. C. BEARDSLEY. 


Losting, OR., March 13, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER : Incicsed find $5, which accept 
as per order, i deeply sympathize with D. M. Bennett, as 
iu Imagination l see nim pacing w and fro in his gloomy 
prison cell, or sileatly delving away at his task in that model 
Christian workshop. No mild words ean adequately ex- 
press the intensity of my indignation when I reflect that 
such a foul Outrage on personal liberty can be legally com- 
mitted in this boasied land ot freedom. Oh, what a blessed 
gospel of love and peace and charity that confines a man 
pehind prison bars tor exercising the right of free thought 
and free speech! But it is always darkest just before 
day. Priestly rule is doomed. The church views with 
alarm her waning powers and the increasing spread of Infi- 
delity, and is making spasmodic efforts to crush the latter 
and regain the tormer. She would cripple Freethought by 
striking down oae of its champions ; but let the Liberals of 
America see to it that these struggles will only hasten her 
downfall. : 

Let me say to our noble friend, Bear up, brave martyr. 
You hav hosts of friends outside, and 1t. vicarious suffering 
were allowed in your case thousands would willingly giv 
you a '' spell" . J. DzAN, 


CanTHAGE, Mo., March 21, 1880. 

DEAR TRUTH SEEKER: Anoiher month has passed away, 
and brings to us another letter from the champion of 
right. Bro. Bennetts last letter (March 7th), with ita 
dreamy vision, or visionary dream, givs us a foretaste of 
what is in store for us in the teast of '' The Gods and Relig- 
ions of Ancient and Modern Times.” As l hav a naturul 
weakness for good things, please put my name down for 
one copy: 

In years to come (perhaps after I hav returned to mother 
earth), L want my coildren to say of it: * This was my 
mother’s book. She prized it very highly, not a love for its 
worth but for the sake of its author, who was a brave, 


noble man, and wrote it while incarcerated in a Christiau 
prison, after a mock and most unjust trial, for advocating 
wuth, liberty, and infidelity to superstition.” 

Let all who can beip Bro. Bennett, as well as the cause, 


by '' doing likewise" and leaviug one of the first copies to 
tuture generations, . . 
There sre several books I shall send for during this year. 
Heart and hand with you in the good work, 
l JULIA E, VANAMAN. 


P. §.--Please let me add thanks to those who are fore- 
moin the reception of Mr. Bennett. I wish p could be 


with you; but as I cannot I intend to hav a httle jubilee of 
my own with some of my friends who, like myself, are so 
situated they cannot be with you on the eventful occasion. 
I think tho Liberals all over the country should hav a 
special Fourth of July and day of getting together to rejoice 
that our defender and leader is free. Husband reads my 
letter and adds to it: ** Them's my sentiments,” so you see 
that there are two of us booked for the place where Thomas 
Paine, Ingersoll, Amelia Colby, Mrs. Slenker, and all other 
Infidels, are to go. 


INFIDELITY AND CHRISTIANITY CONTRASTED. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
EDITOR TRUTH Seexer: Incloséd find five dollars. I 
will take “The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 
Times ” on condition that I may exchangeit for other books 
should I desire to do so, as Bro. Bennett offers. l 


INFIDELITY. 


The universe had no beginning., 
This grand truth the learn’d defend; 
And that mankind “ fall” by sinning 
Is not true, we may depend. 
Man at first was very low, 
As geologists do show. 
Universe was not created; 
From it all formations came; 
And the most profound hav etated 
It formed all that we can name. 
t was not created by 
Gods whose dwelling Is the sky. 


Jewish Gods are pure delusion, 
« Myths of paganistie dale, 
And their Bibie is confusion, 
Full of murder, crime, and hate; 
Some things in it very good 
If it’s truly understood. 
Bnt no good in false religion; 
This the Christian may dispute; 
Holy Ghost, a wind, a pigeou, 
We hay " known it by its fruit;" 
Always tortures allit can 
Every unbelieving man, 


Unbelievers hav a better, 

Natural, and perfect creed ; 

"jis the spirit, not the letter, 

Only Infidets do heed. . 
Shunning pagan Christian schools. 
Trusting universal rules. 

The grand universein motion, 

On its lessons we depend; 

Here, with absolute devotion, 

We will cling unto the end; 
Here no crueifixions can 
Ever shock the mind of man. 


Here’s the fount of every blessing, 
Parents, children, husband, Wife, 
And all else that’s worth possessing, 

Every good in human life, . 
Nature's perfect law the thing 
Man to future life may bring. 
Noble unbelievers labor 
To do just exactly right ; 
Always iove and helo their neighbor 
Find the truth and perfect light, 
And do ail the good they can 
For the happiness of man. 


CHRISTIANITY. 


Man is wonderful for sinning; 
Ate one apple and the core; 
Man did this in " the beginning," 
And his happiness was o'er, 
Eve and Adam both did fall, 
Therefore we hav sianed all. 
What can now be done about it? 
A. God-baby must be born; 
Man ean cannot be "shaved" without it, 
God forsaken and forlorn, 
God himself a baby made; 
Sin and sorrow both are stayed. 


This “ God-baby," precious treasure, 
“Grew in grace” to be a man; 
Love and hate in equal measure, 
Christ conceived God's Jovely plan. 
To restore mau’s fabled fal 
Christ was crucified for all. 
So they killed * a man of sorrow "— 
Consummated God's own plan; 
Here six hundred churches borrow 
Thousand creeds and social ban. 
From the tomb God soon arose 
Triumphant o’er his mundane foes. 


Faith that Christ is God caressing, 
Priests proclaim this faith is best, 
Only treasure worth possessing— 
Givs the most ungodly rest. 
Holy Christians’ perfect plan 
lt makes Infidels of man. 
Faith in fai:hless gods above us, 
Faitb, Jew Bible, is God's word, 
Faith that gods both hate and love us. 
naie their children? Most absurd, 
If gods love like mothers, well, 
Wili they send one soul to hell? 


Faith alone is man’s salvation; 
Faith insome peculiar creed, 
Which to doubt is sure damna ion; 
Faith itself is all we need. 
Faith that gods do all things frame. 
Yet are nothing but à name. 
Faith supplies the Christian brother 
With religion and with gold, 
But his unbelieving mother 
Left to perish in the cold. . 
God bas died, and all is weli, 
But her soul must go to hal. 


Thus God's plan has falled to answer 
What God always did intend; 
Proved to be a dreadful cancer 
From beginning to the ead, 
For the toli of every bell 
Sends some precious soul to hell, 
Perfect scheme of persecution. 
Killing God and killing man; 
` Fire and brimstone evolution 
Beems to be the devil's plan. 
Father, Son. and Holy Ghost, 
But the devil gets the most. 
Faith prepares a soul for glory, 
Doubling sends it down below; 
"Tis the same old Christian story 
Taught by pagans long ago. 
But the time is drawing nigh 
Faith in gods of flesh will aie. 
Bloody Ohristian creeds are purely 
Plagiarisms of the past; 
Tuis great truth is proved most surely; 
This great truth is gaining fast. 
Truth will falsehood supersede ; 
Truth is what we most do need. 


Very respectfully yours, E. N, KINGSLEY. 


OREGON, Mo., March 28, 1880. 

Mz. EDITOR: Let it never be forgotten by our friends 
that while D. M. Bennett and other Freethinkers are pun- 
ished by imprisonment in the penitentiary for alleged viola- 
tion of the U. S. statutes iu some trifling matters of little 
moment, in the most fashionable bookstures of every large 
town and city of the Union are publicly exposed for sale 
such hideously obscene works as the *' Decameron,” and 
Balzac’s “ Droll Stories,” aud other works that no decent 
man would dare perinit to be read by his sons and daugh- 


ters, Yet no one dreams of molesting these who sell openly | 


such works, because too many of the orthodox are engaged 

in the business. Here is impartial administration of law for 

us ! Hour. 
LuwENBURGH, Mass., March 28, 1880. 

FRIEND BENNETT : Blessed is the man whom the powers 
of darkness, death, and hell persecute, and say all manner 
of evil against for Freethought’s and liberty's sake. Painful 
and weary are the days and nights of martyrdow. Yet it 
is through these tribulations the world of mankind has 
reached the relatively high table-land on which the oppressed 
and the children of the oppressor alike stand to-day in 
strength and glory.  Bigots hav in all ages striven to kill 
the body, supposing, short-sighted fools as they ever hav 
been, they should by their brave deeds kill the spirit and 
aspirations of free-born thought. I hav watched with bated 
breath, ever since your arrest, the development of the in- 
furiated and infernal conservators of priestcraft and judge- 
craft, who frame iniquity into law and bigotry into stututes, 
as illustrated in your case before the courts, supported by 
a free people in a free country, of laws enacted by a free 
people, and executed by their servants and at their cost, 

I sicken before the appalling fact that I livin a country 
where the highest tribunals are prostituted instrumentalities 
of bigotry, cruelty, and all that train of infamy and injus 
tice that characterized the reign of Jefferies, Laud, and ` 
Strafford, inaugurated in the days of terror, when Elliot, 
Hollis, Baxter, Williams, and a host of others, good men, 
lovers of freedom of thought, freedom of speech, and free- 
dom of action, 

"' Paid the debt 
To unrelenting hate, 
Of bishop, priest, and judge.” 

Under the emblems of the balance and the cross, what 
enormities hav not been perpetrated upon helpless but honest 
thinkers and workers for the progress of our kind. What 
hellish tyrants men become when once clothed with irre- 
sponsible power. I regard the judiciary of all lands, and 
especially of ours, the most dangerous department of power, 
Tne charm and strength of the church is fast fading away. 
Ajl its moral enforcing power has long since died out, even 
of remembrance. An irresponsible judiciary, appointed not 
for its fitness, integrity, and honor, but by bribery, nepo- 
tism, and political party servitude to which they are 
appointed, is the most alarming feature of our times, hasten- 
ing on a state of irritation and unrest that points the finger 
of alarm. ` - 

This'indiscreet surrender of the courts to the flattering 
voice of party politics and sectarian clamor ìs undermining 
the reverence of the people and their respect for law fa:ter 
than the sea reptiles that waste and weaken the stauuch 
ship’s ribs in southern seas. Elevated above the elective 
franchise of the people, playthings of their own prejudices 
&nd biases, loves, hates, and grudges, courting the influ- 
ences and afiluences of those who, like themselves, sit in 
‘| regal pauperment, how strong the temptation to use their 
privileges for wicked as well as righteous ends ; and when 
judges so made by the ruling oligarchies, religious, political, 
or combined, are required to settle questions of law, will 
they be likely to cross their life-long prejudices? Taney 
was as good as the most of the fur-clad fraternity, yet he, 
with the declaration of freedom in one hand, readily wrote 
with the other oppression, slavery, and moral death to a 
whole race of men because their skin was blacker than hia 
and their status below that of a judge. ] 

Much of the agglomerated evii would disappear if judges 
were held amenabie tothe people and held office by their voice. 
Men ever hav and ever will do better wben thrown upon 
their good behavior than when appointed by some clique 
who can manage with adroitness to hoodwink the people 
and proclaim tne sacredness of law and official; robes of 
sanctified skins of vermin as the blinders. 

I am glad they are so fast running to seed; the more 
they Victimize, and the faster they do it, the sooner they 
will get to the “ turn in the lane," and the sooner they will 
cease to plague the world, aud the people will elect men to 
execute judgment in the earth, with the fear of truth and 
love of justice before their eyes. 
` Desperate means are needtul to the cure of desperate ills, 
and what more desperate means could well be conceived 
than for Colgate, Comstock, and Britton to start out to 
evangelize the free-loving, free-thinking, free-speaking peo- 
ple of America: . 

"' Oan they conquer? 80 they deem. 
Will they conquer; No, they dream. 
What are sheriffs, counts, and lies 
ln a conflict with the wise?” 

-As yet these malicious bigots hav the power to fine, im- 
prison, torture, and put to death, as they boast of having 
uone, all innovators, heretics, Sabbath-breakers, profane 
swearers, Nihilists, Communists, and Radicals; and just at 
thia time all these ancient wrongs, all these old Blue laws of 
the ages, are being galvanized by ‘‘God’s anointed,” and 
the struggle is for lire or death. Servetus, Bruno, John 
Rogers went to death, but to this hour I fear theic half- 
tried words issuing through the flame and smoke of blazing 
green wood and fagots.  ''You.can burn us; we can 
despise you.” Yes, through the bars, through the flames, 
and through the arches of the tomb we hav power to hurl 
back in their faces the defiance of unsubdued men. ‘his is 
the martyr’s glory and sovereign force that at last ‘cons 
ducts the world to freedom.” 

Tae time of your captivity is fast nearing the terminal 
period, and one feels induced to ask, How far has the cause 
of chastity and cleanliness and godiiness been served ? 

This letter has lain on my table three montha, &waiting a 
chance to drop it into your hands between 80 many stronger 
letters of sympathy and respect. Accept it as my poor 
sheaf of sticks and leaves. A. H, Woops, 


FRANETON, IND., Feb. 22, 1880, 
D. M, BENNETT, Dear Sir; I hav often felt that I ought 
to write you a few lines, but when I see so many lettera 
from much abler writers I feel that a letter of my kind 
could not be of much interest to you. Tread your “ Seventh 
Letter from Albany" with much interest. lam so glad to 
hear that your heaith is good again, and that you are bear- 


.{ing up under your load of grief, not sin, as well as 


you are. I can only say that you hav no friend that hag - 
more sympathy for you than myself. I am glad that you 
are going ahead with your book, I want the first volume* 


|that is bound. I want it for a Keepsake, to lay up asa 


memento. l wisu it would hav a family record in it, Think 
I will be able to sell :evoral books, Hoping that you will 
soon be at liberty egiin, lam, 

L. R. WEBB. 


Yours truly, 
: Winona, O., Merch 30, 1880, 
D. M. BENNETT Dear Str: Inclosed find six aollars to 
apply on my suoscripcioa to your paper for tae next two 
| years. Three cheers for D. M. Benneu ! 


Yours truly, JoBEPH INGRAM, 


The Gu Seeker, April 12, 1880. 


> 


NYY [3 
tt RAL [. 
VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove. 

Cures ali forms of Private, Chronic, and 
Sexuai Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
{mpotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and 
other causes, producing some of the fol- 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
of Sight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Society of Fo- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, etc, ete. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, ara thoroughiy and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor’s latest and greatest medical discovery, 
and which he has so far prescribed for this 
banetul complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many had 
Falling Sickness—Fits; others upon the verge 
of Consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take eare of 
themselves, 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrhea, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cure’, Ail diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhea, 
etc., treated with equal success, 

Dg. R., P. FeLLows has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given up by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the aid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or ruther the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows, His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of tha complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNCLER § 
Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 


feats, and cure of Spermatorrhoa, and contain- | h 


ing eures sworn to before a magistrate, which 
34 positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doetor's great skill. 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Inclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 

[From the Western Reformer.) 
' DR. R, P. FELLOWS 


isia highly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an Original cin of practice. and ts 
verfectly reliable and trustworthy. e hay 
heard many flattering reports of his successful 
cures of diseases incident to humanity,” 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 

Price 10 cents. D. M. BENNETT. 

141 Eighth Stceet.N. Y. Citv. 


ARARE ‘The Commoner.’ 


The most Radical, Anti: Ring, Anti-Clique, 
Anti-Monopolistic Greenback-Labor Paper 
in the world. Published weekly, $1.50 per 


ear, 
i Bland’s "Life of B, F. Butler,” oneof the most 
readable books ever written. Over 200 pages; 
price, 60 cents, We send the ife of Butler ” 


and the fe tee " threo. months, to any 
: 6o cents, ress 
address, for 60'cen MOSES HULL & OO. 
ats 46 School Bt. Boson, Mass, 


Issues of the Age. 
CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 19mo, 185 pp., 
price, $1.00. 


Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was atone time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus, 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.—N. 
Y. Graphic. : 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
thorough familiarity with most of the modern 
theorles advanced,—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company With many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought. He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirations.—W. Y. Tribune. ` 
a AE AA A manaamaan aaa aa 

Situation Wanted 


By a middle-aged lady as assistant to some 


-goog eclectic physician. ddress 
s trs. Mary E. Strong. ^8 
15 Chicago, Ill, a 


| Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of **'The Iliad of the East," *' Xavier 
and I," etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set bafore us by a few 
graphie and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living bsings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 

Power. eloquence, and originality character- 
ize ** Nathaniel Vaughan " to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels.—Illustrated Lon: 
don News. > 


An independent and respectable study of 
eharacter in the Jaw of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition. 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the eanvas.— Westminster Review. 


D. M. BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Eighth 8t.. N.Y 


THE MARTYRDOM OF MAN 


A Compendium of Universal History 
BY WINWOOD READE. 
-SECOND EDITION. 


Large clear type, toned paper, broad mar- 
gins, extra cloth, 12mo, 543 pp., $1.75. 


Mr. Reade’s historica! survey of the world of 
nature and man, marvelous as it ís, in its mul- 


titude of details. in its comprehensive sweep. | 


in its terse, splendid paragraphs, in its evi- 


dence of wide and careful reading, and its gen- | 
eral accuracy, gives the impression of a reading : 


as immense as that of Hume, Gibbon, or of 
Buckle. 

Exrract.—The good in this world -predom- 
inates over the bad; the good is ever in^reas- 
ing, the bad is ever diminishing. But.if God is 
ove, why isthere any bad at all? Is the world 
like a novel, in which the villains are put in to 
make it more dramatic, and in which virtue 
only triumphs in the third volume? It is cer- 
tain that the feelings of the created hav in no 
way been considered. If, indeed, there were a 
judgment-day. it would be for man to appear at 
the bar, not as a criminal, but as an accuser, 
What has he done that he should be subjected to 
a life of torture and temptation? God might 
hav made us ali happy, and he has made us 
miserable. Is that benevolence? God might 
av made us all pure, and hehas made us all 
sinful. Is that the perfection of morality? If 
I believed in this man-created God, in this 
divine Nebuchadnezzar, I would say, You can 
make me livin your world, O Creator, but you 
cannot make me admire it; you ean load me 
With chains, but you cannot make me flatter 
you; you can send me to hell-fire, but you can- 
not obtain my esteem. And if you condemn me, 
you condemn yourself. If I hav committe 
sins, you invented them, which is worse. Ifthe 
watch you hav made does not go well, whose 
fault is that? Is it rational to daran the wheels 
and the springs? 


rica (Central), Park, Caille, D 
perton, Lander. Barth, Ibn B 


Assyria, Bir H. Rawlinson, Layard; India, 
Max Muller, Webber; Persia, Heerens’ Asiatic 
Nations; Oentral Asia, Burnes, Wolff, Vambery ; 
Arabia. Niebuhr, Oaussin de Percevai, Sprenger, 
Deutsch, Muir, Burckhardt, Burton, Palgrave: 
Palestine, Dean Btanley, Renan, Dollinger, Spi- 
n0za, Robinson, Neander. 

Greece, Grote, O. Meller, Curtius, Heerens, 
Lewes, Taine. About, Becker’s Oharicles; Rome, 
Gibbon. Macaulay, Becker's Gallus; Dark Ages, 
Hallam, Guizot. Robertson, Prescott, Irving; 
Philosophy of History, Herder, Buckle, Comte 
Lecky, Mill, Draper; Science, Darwin, Lyell’ 
Herbert Spencer, Huxley, Tyndall, Vestiges of 
Oreation, Wallace, Tylor, Lubbock. 

It is really a remarkable book, in which uni- 
versal history is *' boiled down” with surprising 
skill."—Ziterary World. 

You turn over his pages with a fascination 
similar to that experienced in reading Wash- 
ington Irving.—Znter- Ocean. 

His history has a continuity a rush, a carry- 
ing power, which reminds us strikingiy of Gib- 
bon.—New Haven Palladivm. 

The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter. is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. Hehasastylethat reminds us of Macau- 
lay, — Penn Monthly. 

We could searcely hav supposed it possible for 
any writer, however gifted, to put into one vol- 
ume, reasonable in size and price, 80 much reli- 
able information. sound logic, and inspiring 
thought.—Literary Review. 


GREENBACK-LABOR CHRONICLE 


Hon. F. M. Foaa, , Founded by SOLON 

CoL, J. H. BLOOD, } Ep'ns. | CHASE in 1814. 
HE Oldest, Livest, Cheapest,Greenback-Labor 
Journal in the country. 

Devoted to the interests of abor, the econom- 
ical and just distribution of the products of 
labor, and a scientific financial system—one 
that wili not rob labor to enrich idleness. 

PLATFORM. 

1. The United States paper dollar to be the 
unit of value, beariug this imprint: United 
States Money—One Dollar. Receivable for pub- 
lic dues and legal tender for private debts. 

2. The immediate Garment of the bonded debt 
according to ‘he right reserved to pay it before 
maturity by Section 3693, Revised Statutes, U. 8. 

3, Government loans to the people through 
States, counties, cities, and towns, to be paid, 
after five years, in twenty annual instaliments, 
at one per cent per annum tax. 

4. Government conduct of public transporta- 
tion and telegraphs. 

5. Government aid to homeatead settlers. 

6. Universal adult suffrage. 

7. Abolition of legal debts. 

8. Abolition of the death-penalty by U. S. law, 
and the substitution: of reformatory lapor for 
punishment by imprisonment for crime. 

large 32-column paper, plain type, $1.00 a 
year, in advances; 3 mouths, 25 cents. Sand for 
gample copy. Every yearly subscriber receives 


“Toe Life of General B. F, Butler,” as a pre- : 


mium, a book of several hundred pages, and an 
authoritative biography of this distinguished 
citizen F QG, BLOOD & 0Q,, Auburn, Me, 
Publishers, sse 


READ THIS LIST 


f OF 
STANDARD WORKS. 


Published by D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., New York, 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers. By D. M. BENNETT, 
Editor of Tou TRUTH SEEKER. Octavo; 
i second edition; enlarged and revised. Being 
, the biographies and important doctrines of 
the most distinguished teachers, philoso- 
i phers, reformers, innovators, founders of 
'new schools of thought and religion, disbe- 
Nevers in current theology, and the deepest 
thinkers and most active humanitarians of 
the world, from Menu down through the 
; succeeding three thousand years to our own 
j time. Price, cloth, $83 leather, $4; mo- 
: rocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

The Champions of the Charch: 
Their Crimes and P'ersecutions. By 
D. M. Bsnnzerr, Biographical sketches of 
eminent Christians, from the time of the 
reputed founder of- Christianity to the 
present. A companion book to ‘‘The 
World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” 
Containing a correct history of the distin- 
guished ornaments and diabolical characters 
of the church. A. full account is given of 
the bloody wars which Christianity has in- 
humanly waged to spread its rule. It also 
givesa history of Jesuitiem for three centu- 
ries, The whole is based upon Christian 
authorities. Price, cloth, $83 leather, $45 
: moroeco, gilt edges, $4.50. R 
| Analysis of Religious Belief. By 

Viscount AMBERLEY, son of Lord John 
Russell, who was twice Premier of England, 
Complete, fróm the London edition. "This 
remarkable work has attracted unusual atten- 
tion in England. It is the work of a brilliant 
young lord of Christian parents, who was 
brought üp in the Christian faith, but who, 
upon investigation and reflection, became & 
decided unbeliever ; the result of which is 
the elaborate work here named, the prepara- 
tion of which occupied him several years. 
Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 


gilt edges, $4.56. ; 
The Great Works of Thomas 
Paine, Complete. New edition. The 
cheapest and best ever sold. .Contains Life 
of Paine; his theological writings—the Age 
of Reason, Examination of Prophecies, 


| Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter to Camille 
! Jordan, Of the Religion of Deism ; his po- 
; litical Writinge— Common Sense, The Crisis 


(Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), and The Right ' 


of Map. All in one octavo volume, with « 
fine steel portrait of Paine. Cloth, $3; 
leather, 843 morocco, gilt, $4.50. 

Supernatural Religion: An In- 
quiry into the Reality of Divine 
Revelation. Decidediy the ablest woik 
in this lme ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
terest than this. It was issued anonymously, 
and. the great inquiry was, ‘‘Who is the 
author ?” It is most damaging to the claims 
of Christianity, and its positions and state- 
ments have never been refuted by the clergy. 
It is very scholarly, and enters into the ex- 
amination of the original Greek in detail and 
with great exactness. Three 8vo vclumes in 
one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 
which sells at $15.00. The London Times, 
in speaking of this great work, uses this lan- 
guage: ‘‘ No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 
and effect on the thinking part of the com- 
munity as this work. It has done more to 
open the eyes of the ignorant and credulous, 
and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and 
superstition, than any other book." Pub- 
lished complete in a volume of 1,000 pages, 
with afull index, atthe following low prices: 
Cloth, $4; leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, 
$5.50. 

Nature’s Revelations of Charac. 
ter; or, Physiognomy Eiiustrated, 
Being the moral and volitive dispositions of 
mankind as manifested in the human form 
and countenance, By Joserm Simms, M.D. 
This work is the fruit of twenty years’ dili- 
gent observation of nature, and presents a 
new and complete analysis and classification 
of the powers of the human mind and body, 
together with the physiognomical signs by 
which every faculty is disclosed. In one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 260 
cuts. Price, cloth, $35 leather, $4; mo- 
rocco, gilt «dzes, $4.50. 

Paine’s Theological Works. In 
one volume, comprising Age of Reason, Ex- 
amination of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop 
Llandaff, Letter to Mr. Eskine, Essay on 
Dreams, Of the Religion of Deism, eto., 
with a Life and fine steel portrait of Paine. 
Cloth, $1.50. 

Paine’s Political Works. In one 
volume, cumprising Common Sense, The 
Crisis (Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), The Rights 
of Man, and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait. Cloth, $1.50. 

The Age of Reason. By Tuomas 
PAINE. Large type. Paper, 26 cents; cloth, 
' 60 cents. - 
| The Age of Reason and the Ex- 
amination of Prophecies. By Taom- 
Paper, 50 cents; 


AS Paring. Large type, 

cloth, 75 cents. 

' Common Sense. By Tuomas Pains, 
His first and most important political work, 

: Paper, 36 cents, < ME 


Reply to Bishop Llandaff, Letter to Mr. | 


Truth Seeker Collection, of 
Forms, Hymns, and Recitations, 
Forms for Organizing Societies, Forms for 
Constitutions and By-Laws, for Funeral 
Services, Marriage Services, Naming of In- 
fants, Obituary Notices, Epitaphs, Wills, etc. 


| Also, nearly 025 Liberal and Spiritus listic 


Hymns, original and selected, for Public 
Meetings, Funerals, Social Gatherings, ete. 
The whole supplemented by a fine gelection 
of Recitations, comprising many of the 
finest poetical gems in the language, Over 
580 pages, at the extremely low price of 75 
cents, in cloth, 

Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 
His Manifold and Wonderful Adventures in 
the Land of Cosmos. A New Scripture from 
an antique manuscript (evidently inspired) 
discovered by I. N. FrpEL, in conjunction 
with A. Hoox, Esq, Very amusing. Price, 
25 cents. : 

Proceedings and Addresses at 
the Freethinkers Convention, held 
at Watkins, N. Y., August 22, 28,94, and 25, 
1878. A volume of 400 pages, containing the 
speeches made during the four days’ session 
by Dr. T. L. Brown, Prof. A. L. Rawson, 
Elder F. W. Evans, Elder G. A. Lomas, 
Prof. J. H. W. Toohey, Dr. J. M. Peebles, 
Dr. T. B. Taylor, Hon. George W. Julian, 
James Parton, T. B. Wakeman, Elizur 
Wright, T. C. Leland, C. D. B. Mills. Mrs. 
L. N. Colman, Mrs. P. R. Lawrence, Ella E. 
Gibson, Mrs. Mary E. Tillotson, Mrs. Clara 
Neymann, Mrs. Augusta Cooper Bristol, W. 
E. Copeland, Horace Seaver, John W. Trues- 
dell, and several other persons. Price, cloth, 
$1.25. t 

Truth Seeker Tracts, Bound Vol- 
umes L, IL, lIL, IV., and V. These vol- 
umes, containing over 520 pages each, are 
made up of over one hundred Truth Seeker 
Tracts, with some additional kinds. They 
embrace & variety of subjects by different 
authors, written in a terse, trenchant, and 
spicy style. They are offered at tke ex- 
tremely low price of 60 cents per volume in 
paper covers, and $1.00 in cloth; or 50 
cents each in paper, and 75 cents each in 
cloth if the whole set i8 taken. 

Sepher Toldoth Jeschu; or, the 
Bock of the Generation of Jesus. 
First English translation of the ancient Jew- 
ish story of Jesus, who was born at Bethle- 
hem about the year 106 B. c., being the son 
of & betrothed maiden named Miriam (Mary) 
by Joseph Pandera. How and why the R»- 
mans changed ‘‘ Kepha” to '* Petros.” Start- 
ling evidence that Paul flourished before the 
middle-of the first century B. €., contempo- 
rary with the aforesaid Kepha. Price, 20 
cents. 

Hast Will and Testament of Jean 
Meslier, curate of a Homish chuica ia 
France in the eighteenth century, whose 
views upon theology were not publisned - ` 
until after his death, and are now for the 
first time presented in English. Very radi- 
cal aud able Price, 25 cents. 

Influence of Christianity Upon 
Civilization. By B. F. Unverwoun. 
Revised edition. One of the most able treat- 
ises upon thesubject ever written, Price, 
25 cents. 

Christianity and Materialism. By 
B. F. UnpERWOOD. Revised eaniun. la 
this treatise the two systems aro fairly and 
ably examined from a historical standpoint. 
Price, 15 cente. 

What Liberalism Offers in the 
Place of Christianity. By B. i. Un- 
DERWOOD. Price, paper, AO cents. 

Amberley’s Life of Jesus; Lis 
Character and Doctrine, A> baper 
from '''he Analysis of Religious B. lef.” 
By Viscount AMBERLEY, Price, cloth, 60 
cents; paper, 35 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By W. 8. 
BELL. Revised aud enlarged edition. Price, 
25 cents. 

Religion not History. An able ex- 


'aminauon of the morals aud theology of tbe 


teachings of the New Testament, By W. F. 
NEWMAN, Emeritus Professor of University 
College, London. From the London editior. 
Price, 25 cents, 

Bennett-Teed Discussion, Betweea 
D. M. BENNETT, Ednor of "'Lhe Truth 
Seeker," and Cyrus RowuLus R. TEED, of 
Moravia, N. Y. Proposition discussed: 
“Jesus Christ is not only divine, but is the 
Lord God, creator of heaven and earth.” 
Teed affirming: Bennett denying. Paper, 
30 cents; clotn, 50 cente. g 
. Blakeman’s Two Hundred Poet- 
ical Riddles. (For children and youtn. ) 
Embracing & great variety of subjects, This 
work is new and interesting, and affords a 
great amount of amusement in the family 
circle, as well a3 in gatherings of childreu 
and older people, Price, 20 cents. 

Six Lectures on Astronomy. By 
Pror, RICHARD A, PRoCTOR. Delivered ut 
Steinway Hall, New York, in the winter of 
1875-76, 1. Growth of Worlds; 2. Life and 
Death of Worlds; 8. Other Worlds than 
Ours; 4. Other Suns than Ours; 5. The 
Great Mysteries of the Universe; 6. Religion 


-and Astronomy. 65 pp. Paper, 20 ceuta 


Beyond the Veil. A Spiritualistic 
Work, said to be dictated by the spirit of 
PASCHAL BEVERLY RANDOLPH, aiued Ly 
Emmanuel Swedenborg. and others, through 
the mediumship of Mrs, Frances H. McD su- 
gall and Mrs. Luna Hutchinson. 1i gives 
minute and interesting descriptions of life in 
the spirit world—its location, intermediate 
state, landscape, habitation, food, clothing, 
industrial interests, etc. It contains a steel 
engraving of P. B. Randolph, c A neat vol 


jume, Price, 81.90. 


The Truth Seeker, April 17, 1860. 
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SUPERS 


tLELOMS 


The Religion of “Believe or Be Damned.” 


OPEN LETTER 
TO THE 


St Johns School Board 


M. BABCOCK. 


This book contains an in- 
svired PHOTOGRAPH of the 
GOD that's being worshiped at 
the expense of the district in 
our publie schools; the God 
that’ overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that’s wanted in the 
O>nstitution; the gentleman 
that owns some three billion 
dollars’ worth of untaxed 
church property ; the ''80-help- 
me" God that makes alie the 
truth in court; the God that 
governors besought to stop the 
yellow fever, which he didn’t 
do, The picture is worth the 
price of the book. 


_Priee, 25 cents. For sale by . D. M. 


ANDREW STONE, M.D., 


Physician for the Last Twenty-three 
Years to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
gienic Institute, Founder of the 
New Magnetic College, and 
Author of “The New 
Gospel of Health,” 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmonary 
Consumption, Asthma, Laryngitis. Bronchitis, 
Diphtheria, Catarrh, and all diseases of the air 
Passages, by inhalation of his system of cold or 
gool edicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach from being 
perverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 

een the practice of antiquated systems, 


tem, patients &re successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, withe 
outthe necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
press, With very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—based 
in the first place, upon a searching DIAGNOSIS 
of each case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning’s urine (urinary Sanguinis). showing 
the condition of the blood, or psychometric ex- 
amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 
both, as may be deemed essential, where per~ 
sonal presence is not had. 


FEES.—For the first month, $15, includin, 
analysis and diagnosis; or $35 for a course o 
three months’ treatment, seouring inhaler, with 
whichever one of the following in aling vapors 
is found to be needed, viz. The Balm, The 
Tonic, The Expectorant, The Anti-Asthmatic, 

he Anti-Hemorrhagic, The Anti-Septic, The 

agnetic Blood. Also, with effectual rome- 
dies for Cough, for Night Sweats; Vital Tonics 
netic Embrocations and Plasters for relief 
o in and Soreness, and every medicament, 
magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to each 
patient. Thousands of patients are thus an- 
nually successfully treated at their own homes 
thar are not personally attended, because, un- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
stantly deputed in each case, bringing about 
wonderful visible effects. 


Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Urinology, in Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro~ 
gressive physicians that cannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred, 

The art of healing taught in this College com~ 
bines the science of Animal and Vital Magnet- 
ism, Medicated Electricity, Equalizing and Ad- 
justing the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 

using into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 

System Vital Foree by Impartation and Induo- 
tion of Psychic Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers. 


The vitalizing magnetic power of healing by 
Bun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
of effete matter by cutaneous secretion. The 
doctrine taught at this College is emphatically 
to construct, to build up, to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 


Analysis and full report of case made for $5, 
independent of any treatment, Packages 
transmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 
Hon, and stamps for return answers must be 
inclosed in all cases, or no reply will be made, 


Address, ANDREW Stonz, M. D., Con- 
sulting and Attending Physician, Bowery 
Place, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y, : 17 


CHRONIC DISEASES. 


Embracing those of tho Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women. and 
the various causes, physical and social, leading 
baka BRAIN HOME TALK. ENBRACING 
noks, 
MEDICAL COMMON SENSE — neariy 1.000 
pages, 300 illustrations -by DH. E. B. 
of 120 Lexington Aye. New York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
In its isaue for January 19, 1878. Mr. Bennett’s 
TRUTH SEEEEB thus speaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: * We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is a man ofthe highest ineentives an 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women, 
His medica? works possess the highest value, 
. and hav been introduced and thorougiy read in 
hundreds of thousands of familles, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
groat benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
h 


ogical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
as 80 ably imparted. 

Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are a 
iiberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE, Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion. by mail, postage pre aid, ouly $1.50. Con- 


ts table froo. A d 
MUBBAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPA 


URBAY HILL P , 
E 129 Hast 28th Btreet, Now Xork. 


By this WONDERFULLY PERFECTED sys- |} 


Vd 


Cena 


THEOLOGY AT WORK. 
BENNETT, 141 Elghth street, New York.' 


JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper; in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
Cera containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the Pantatouch 
n all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 
hlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
ncorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book 1s unanswerable in 
its facts and logic, inimitable in its atyle, and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, aud pathos, 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILIS, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50. 

Small Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.28. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
Shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty Should hav at least one, 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By SARONY, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or large Size . . .  . 40cents 
Photo or card size "SP ps 
Life-size Lithograph, 21x27 .  .  . 60 


tage paid. 
osiage pal’, M, BENNETT. 


141 EIGHTH 8T.. New YOBE. 


to $20 per day at home, Bampi: s 
1 worth $5 free, Address STIN- 
SON & OQ Portland Maine. 1y?i 


& week in your own town. Terms and 
Robes outft free. Address H. HALLETT & 
CO.. Portland, Maine. ly21 


12 A WEEK. $1245 day at home easily made, 
M “Outfit free. Address Taux & 0o. Augusta, 


W. S. Bell's Lectures. 


1. Thomas Paine. 
2. Jesus Christ. 


1. Hell, and Persecution. 

2. What Has Freethought to Of- 
fer in Place of Christianity ? 

8. Revivals of Religions. 


PRESS NOTICES. 


He is a good speaker, & perfect gentleman, 
a scholar, and well acquainted with the subjects 
on, which he speaks.—ONE oF HIS AUDIENOE, 
in ‘Ipswich Ohrenicle,” 


Mr. Bell is a profound thinker and an elo- 
quent speaker. His points are clear and dis- 
tinst, and he does not fail to convince—" Hull’s 
Crucible.” 

Mr. Bell is a gentleman of fine scholarly at- 
tainments and a very pleasing Speaker.—' Ban- 
ner of Light." 

Mr. Bell is a pleasing speaker. polite to oppo- 
nents, but, of course, radical in his views.— 
"Marietta Register." 

Bro. Bell is a first-class apeaker, and handles 
his subjects in a masterly manner.—M Rs. FRANK 
KoEZNE, in “Boston Investigator.” 

He is a gentleman of recognized superior 
ability not only as a public speaker, but in the 
use of his pen.— New Bedford Signal.” 


For terms, etc., address 
W. S. BELL, 
No. 73 Fourth St., New BEDFORD, Mass, 


JUST ISSUED. 
A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Ohronie Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice, It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
in by mall to any one gending tlieir ae 
and a three-cent stamp ay cost of mailing. 
MUBBAX PUBLISHING 


HILL 00 
129 East 28th Street, N, X. 
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JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book ! 


EPITOME 


OF THE 


Sixteen Saviors or None; Positive Philosophy 


OR, 


The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
cal Gun. 


By Kznsgy Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Joan T. Perry's ** Bix- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two huadred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughiy exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who ia the literary editor of the 
OlIncinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars.of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work is areview of Kersey Graves'" Sixteen 
Orueified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work. but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading argumentsof the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible, 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclestastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines al] of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
68, one by one, and arrays them against each 


other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their eross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
Belve», Dut condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualifidd to act as witnesses in 
the case, This feature of the work is really 
laughable, It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr, Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn '' state's ovi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Grayes has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr, Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illuetrative of Mr, Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, "A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either." 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
menta both for orthodoxy and Infidelity, “The 
Wock comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 

For saleby D. M. BENNETT. 


LOVE AND TRANSITION ; 


AN EPIC AND ARGUMENT. 


. 190 Pages Well bound, .. . « $100 
WOMAN’S WAY OUT: 
Thirty-five Essays on Dress ,  . 10cents. 


PROGRESS vs. FASHION: 


Full Essay on Dress, 10 cts., post paid, from 
this office. 


Six Lectures on Astronomy, . 


By Pror. R10HABD A. PROCTOR. 
Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 


this oity, ja the winter of 19 6 ea rere ee 
Or onographically expressly for THE 
krura REKER D Mise M. 8. ontcharoff. This 


js the most popular course of Lectures ever de- 
livered by Professor Proctor, and oughtto be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents, 
The titles of the Lectures are; 

I, Growth of Worlds 
Life and Death of Worlds, 
L Other Worlds than Ours, 
Other Suns than Ours. 
The Great Mysteries of tho Universe. 
Religion and Astronomy. 


D. M. BENNETT. 141 Bichth at.. N, Y 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION. 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures.” 


Oontents.— ‘The Godr?’ "Humboldt," “Thos, 
Paine,” Individuality,’ "Heretics and Her- 
esies,” Price, 50 cents. 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures.” 


CoNTENTS.—' The Ghosts,” '' Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “ Declaration gf independ- 
ence,” "Farming in Illinois," “‘Sveech at Oin- 
cinnati," “The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream.” Price 50 cents. 

Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersolt, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: : 


Imperial, or large 828... -« 40 cents, 


YN. 
vi. 


Photo, or card size. . . .. eer 20 cents. 
Life-size lithograph, 21x21...... 50 cents, 
Postage paid. 3 

Either of the above Volumes 


handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25. 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
| 141 Eighth 8t., New York. 
THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 

An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Just out. By 


QOURTLANDT PALMER, 
Price, 25 cents, : 


AND 
RELIGION 5 HUMANITY. 


THIRD EDITION, with CHART and INTRO- 
DUCTION. By . T. B. WAKEMAN, Esq, 
Just out, Price, 25 cents. 


KNOW 
Le 


THYSELF! 


HE untold miseries that re- 
sult from indiscration in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion Bhould purchase 
the new medical work nub- 
lished bv the PEABODY MED« 
IOAL INSTITUTE, Boson, 
h = H satitiad The Sctence of Life; 
ii mener My: Yor, Selt Preservation, Ex- 
austed vitality, nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 

Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. Ttis a standard medical work, 
the best inthe English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded a gold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beguti- 

ul and very expensive engravings. Three 

hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price ofthe book. Bound in French 
cloth : price only $1, sent by mail post-paid. 

The London Lancet says: “No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. 

The author refers by permission to JOS. B. 
FISHER, President; W, I. P. INGRAHAM. vice- 
President; W. PAINE. M.D.; O, 8. GAUNTT, 

; : DOUOET, M.D.; R. H, KLINE, M.D.; 
R. LYNC 


Hon. P. A. BISSELL, M.D., 
President of tha National Medical Association, 
xi Biol abe 

ER, No.4 Bulfinch street, 
Boston, Mass, The author HEAL 


may be consulted on all dis- 
easos requiring skill and ex- THYSELF 
THE ! a 
BIBLE OF BIBLES: 
OR 
TWENTY-SEVEN 
‘DIVINE REVELATION §, 
i CONTAINING 
ALSO A DELINEATION OF THE CHABAC- 
TER OF THE 


Principal Personages of the 
CHRISTIAN BIBLE, 


AND AN 
Examination of their Doctrines. 


BY KERSEY GRAVES, 


Author of “The World's Six- 
teen Crucified Saviors," and 
" Biography of Satan." 


The ground gone over by Mr. Graves 
inthe course of this new work is simply as- 
tounding, and the literary labor performed ig 
worthy of receiving the approximate res 
ward of an extensive reading at the hands of 
the public. In the sixty-six chapters into 
which the book is divided, almost every ques- 
tion of interest which arises in the mind at the 
mention of the‘word BIBLE is considered in 
that straightforward style which has mae the 
volumes of Mr. Graves so extensively sought 
after. 


Oloth, large 12mo., 440 pp. Price, $2.00, 


postage free. 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th at.. New York. 


Revelations of Antichrist 


CONOEBNING 
Christ and Christianity. 


“This volume gives us mountains of evidence 
that the Ohrist of the Bible was never born, 
never crucified. never died. . . It contains 
mure deep researches into tne far back pages 
of antiquity than any volume I ever read 
ANTIOHBIST proves from history that James 
Kepha (Cephas, alias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Onristian era, and so did Jesus 
Ohrist—indeed, many Christs and many by the 
name of Jesus, . , In my precious collection 
of Liberal works I hav placed this last valuable 
acquisition first and foremost of all.” 

ELMINA D, BLENKER. 

The book contains 446 pages. with avery full 
Index and table of contents. Price. $200. 


THE ROOT OF THE MATTER, 


SAMSON ; 
A Myth -Storv of the Snn., 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ac- 
eording;to the Holy Men 


of Old. 


The &uthor of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythical! in its character, He presents 
us a number of eoples to be disposed of in the 
interest of THE TRUTH SEEKER. All who pure 
chase will therefore ald THe TauTH SEEKER to 
the amount of their purchase, or add to the 
Bennett fund as they may choose. 

Samson, 20 cents; Gospel of the Kingdom. 
vols,, each. 80 cents, 


TU 


taire, as he himself confesses. 
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The Tenth Seeker, April 12, 1680. 


MRS. H. S. LAKE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
Liberal and Freethought Lecturer 


Will receive calls to lecture before Liberal or 
Spiritualistic societies on moderate terms. 
"The following are titles of some of her lectures: 


` Infidel Integrity versus Christian Creed. 
Separation of Church and State. 
The Spiritual Philosophy, what it is and what 
S not. 
The Sunday Question. 
Thomas Paine. Patriot aud Hero. 
Crime and its Causes; or, What shall we do 
to be saved ? : 
After Liberalism. What ? 
Life beyond the Grave. 
Jesus Christ, the Raformer. 
The Three Tyrannies. 
The Old Error aud the New Truth. 
Tne Scientific Aspect of Prayer. ete., ete. 


VOLUNTARY OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


A lecture replete with. eloquence.—San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle. 

Sne is &.powerfal advocate of the cause she 
has espoused.—San Jose Mercury. 

Mre. Lake 1s the bust ledy lecturer that hes 
ever apoeared before a Poriland audience.— 
Portland Oregonian. 

As a speaker sne is vastly superior to any 
woman wa hav ever heard; for beauty of dic- 
tion, depth of thought, and grace in delivery 
she is remarkable.—Salem (Or.) Record. 

She has the power of entrancing her audi- 
ence, and, by her eloquence, Commanding the 
respect of those most opposed to her.— Corvallis 
Gazette. ; ; 

Mrs. Lake is one of the finest orators we hav 
ever listened to. Can hardly be excelled by any 
fneaker on this coast, either man or Woma&n.— 
Yreka Journal. 

Her eloquenee and masterly style giv evi- 
dence of a nighly cultivated mind as well asa 
complete combrehensivun of her subject.—Eure- 
ka ( Nev.) S-ntinel. 

Whatever cause she espouses has in her an 
advocate of more power and brillianey than ig 
usually found on the rostrum, and her Infiu- 
enca wi!l be felt wherever she goes.—Council 
Bluffs Nonpareil. 

Pieasudt appearance, graceful carriage, a 
ood elocutionlst, eloquent, using well. chosen 
anguage to express her 1deas.— Clinton Herald. 

Mrs. Lake is a brilliant speaker, finely cul- 
tured, a trained elocurionist, and a powerful 
advocate of truth, reason, aud constitutional 
liberty,—Le Claire Pilot. : 


She may be addressed, Clinton, Iowa. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Champagne, France, 
wholly abjured religinusdogmas, and lett as his 
“Last Willand Testament” to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named Work, entitled ' Com- 
mon Bense,” 

This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s “Age 
of Reason "1s mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire’s *' Philosophical Dictionary” is 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
and humane act in translating bis book so well, 


'ABTON. 
loth, $1.50; paper, $1.00. 
M. Bis NNISP"E, 11 Hnurhrh Rr. N. Y. 


FAMILY OREEDS, 


BY 
WILLIAM MCDONNELL, 
Author of “EXETER 
HALL,” “HEATHENS OF THE 
HEATH,” ete. 


To any who hav read either of this 


Price, ¢ 
n. 


favorite Liberal writers other ro- 


mances, it only need be said that this 


is not inferior to them. 468 pp. 


In cloth, $1.25. 


For sale by 
D. M, BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y. 


ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, 


Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural Address 

and the famous articles of 

Prof, Tyndall ana Sir Henry Thompson 

ON PRAYER. 

With Portrait and Biographical Sketch of 
Prof, Tyndall. And opinions of his ser- 
vicos by the eminent scientist, Prof. 

H. HELMHOLTZ. 

Paper, 12mo, 105pp., 25 cts.; cloth, heavy 
tinted paper, 50 cts, Inaugural and por- 
trait only, 12mo, paper, 69pp., 10 cts. 

Prof, Tyndall has inaugurated a new era in 
scientific development, and has drawn the 
sword in a battle whose clash of arms will 
presently resound through the civilized world. 
—N. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 

Prof. Tyndall Crosses the Rubicon.—It is the 
opening address cf the president of the most 
important convention of scientific men in the 
world. Every line of it breathes thought, 
power, eloquence. It is in many respects one 
of the most extraordinary. utterances of our 

gN. Y. Tribune, 


SOCIALISM. 


A REPLY TO 
ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D. D. 


BY AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST. 
.  l2mo, 67pp., 25 cts. ; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
ceives & huge human misery, but nelther sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall. It is against his 
passiveness that '' Socialist" cries out. Isthere 
no help for the miserable? he asks. The doc- 
trine that government should merely "protect," 
he attacks, and insists that it should " assist,” 
also, While he does not belleve that '' property 
is robbery,” or wholly subseribe to ” the world 
owes me a living," he affirms "the world owes 
me & chance to make a living.” —N. Y, Herald. 


A BUSINESS MAN'S RELIGIOUS 
AND SOCIAL VIEWS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 206pp. Price $1. 


The author’s conception of a possible future 
Hfe on this earth is really eloquent and beauti- 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see 
what a philanthropic business man has to say 
upon the social problem, from a poor man's 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the book. The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals “ Society” in all its ramifieca" 
tions of corruption and inhumanity; his ear- 
nest and manly plea for the social regeneration 
of the lower classes—will, unless we are much 
mistaken, make the book the best-abused and 
best-liked production of the day by these two 
classes respectively.—Critical Review. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 
x IRON-CLAD SERIES. 


o, 
1. Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh.........- 
2. Secular Responsibility. G, J. Holyoake. 5 
7T. Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Muller... 10 
F. Harrison... 20 
9, polson of Witeherait to Religion. Ly- 


13, Essay on Miracles. David Hume........ 
14, Land Question, Charles Bradlaugh..... 5 
15. Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 

Charles Bradiaugh........« 
16. Why do Men Starve? Charles Brad- 


aug 
17. Logic of Life, Deduced from the Princi- 
nle of Freethought. G.J. Holyoake.. 10 
18. A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh. 10 
19, Large or Small Families ? A. Holyoake, 5 
20. Superstition Displayed, with aLetter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Hoiyoake............ 5 
21. Defense of Secular Principles. C. W 
22. Ja the Bible Reltable? O. Watts 
23. The Christian Deity, O. Watts.. 
24. Moral Value of the Bible. O. Watts,.... 
25. Freethought and Modern Progress. O, 


28. Thoughts on Atheism, A. Holyoake..... 
29. Is thero a Moral Governor ofthe Uni- 
vi e 


31. Has Man a Sou 
33, Is there a God? Charles Bradlaugh. 
39. Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh.... 
40. Poverty; Its Cause and Cure, M, G. H. 1 
42, Science and Bible Antagonistic. O. Watts, 
43, Onristian Scheme of Redemption. C. 5 
ALts...--.-. PPP TTD eet tt 
44, Logie of Death; or, Why should the 
Atheist Fear to Die. G.J. Holyoake. 10 
47, Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
Hon of the Reople. Charles Brad- i 
augh, leeren 


MANNA BERIES. 


3. New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh, 5 
5. 200 Questions Without Answers..... b 
0 


6, Diaiogue Between a Obristian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin..............-- 1 

7, Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bish- 
ops by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 10 

8. Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Hoi- 


yoake. 
9. New Lite of Jonah. Charles Bradlaugh. 6 


10. A Few Words About the Devil. Oharles 
Bre dlaugh......cccccccccsecesccscesscsene 5 
11. New Lite of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh, 6 


12. Danieithe Dreamer. A. Holyoake... 10 
313. Specimen of the Bible: Esther. A. Hol- 


VOBK Gee see ree eee eese ee thereon 
14. Acts of the Apostles: A Farce, A. Hol- 


A Few Words About 
the Devil, | 
And Other Biographical Sketches 
and Essays. 
BY CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 


Second editiou, with Portrait and Autobiog- 
raphy. Extra cloth, gold back and 
side stamp, 12mo, 260 pp., 
price, $1.25. 


Displays much learning and research.—The 
Democrat, 


Iu fine, there is much that is noble about him. 
—The Advance. 

His position is defined and defended in a 
spirit of reverence for the truth.—Checago Eve. 
Journal, 

In a handsome volume before us Chas, Brad- 
laugh has "A Few Words” to say " About the 
Devil? Mr. Bradlaugh has a right to his ° few 
words.” and the devil will, we bresume, at_no 
distant day, hay a “few words” to say to Mr. 
Bradlaugh, and will doubtless get the best of 
the argument.— Chicago Interior, 

We should insist, were we in any way con- 
nected with the government of theological 
schools. on their perusal of this work by the 
youth fitting under our charge for the duties 
aud the responsibilities of the pulpit. They 
will find Mr. Bradlaugh no common man, and 
they will be introduced by him to persons and 
thoughts which cannot fall to be of use in their 
professional studies.— New Haven Palladium. 


DE. KINGET’S NEW BOOK, 


“HEDIGAL GOOD SENSE” 


V ANDOS 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE, 
—EMBHBAOING— 

SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 


OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound--price $2. It treats of the nature, causes, 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases, It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the ganera- 
tion and development of life, se xual relation. 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the  delleate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.60 before 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free. Contents table 
sent free for stamp. 


DR. T.R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Liberal friends and patients throughout 
the United States and Canadas that he is, as 
usual, treating i 


ALL OHRONIO DISEASES, 


and positively curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced incurable. Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr, K. is meeting with re- 
markable success in curing obstinate cages of 
Spermatorrhosa, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes, Evilepsy, 
Paralysis. Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Oatarrh, 
Asthma. Bronchitis, Consumption, Dysentery, 
Piles. Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, 
Genital Organs, and all diseases of women. 
Consultation Free. Address 
sin Bree Ney D k 
ast t t, New York, 
Questions for Invalids free. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 
DR. FOOTES HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year and for the AMERIOAN ILLUSTRAT- 


ED PRONOUNOING PooxzT DICTIONARY, . 
taining 30,000 words. a 


ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE'S 
HEALTH MONTHLY 


For one year and for a large center-table book 
oontaining the Complete Works of Shakspere Í 
Do not forget to send 25 cents to pay postage or 
85 cents if you want it registered. Address 
MURBAY HILL PUBLISHING 0O., 
129 E. 28th st., New York city. 


yo&ke........ ee. Cee eee ( THE 
15. Tmdiorous Aspecte of Ohristianity. A. A 
olyoake.......... eee eren . 
16. Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 n 
17, Who was Jesus Christ? Charles Brad- onymous Hypothesis 
laug 5 OF 
18. What piq Jesus Teach? Charles Brad- å 
aug 5 
19. New Life of Abraham, Charles Brad- Creation. 
&ugh.......eeeee eere eth ele rnm : ` 
20. New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh. 6| A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
21. A Secular Prayer. A. Holyake. Per doz. 10 acount 


THE BIBLE OF MOHAMMED. 
(THE KORAN.) 


TFranslated by George Sale, 
Contalning Notes, Preliminary Discourse, 
and Index, 
Complete edition in ine English cloth bind- 
ing. 630 large 12mo pages. at the very low 
price of $1. Address. D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St.. New York. 


NOTICE FOE LADIES. 


Being fond of literature and science, still 
more of Liberal cultured society, and having 
the means of making some congenial lady (not 
too young) happy. I invite her correspondence. 
Address Mrs. Shearon. 221 So. Summer street. 
Nashville, Tenn., for The Doctor, 2113 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION, 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 
Author of "The Essence of Christianity,” etc. 
Translated from the German. 
Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spitit of the time is show, not substance. 
Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham, The truth-teller igill-man- 
nered. therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our agel—Zziract, 
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BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Cloth; price 50 cents, For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth 8t.. N, Y. 


THE 


Philosophy of Spiitualism 


Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical! Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
for Women. 

Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 

Cloth; price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth Bt., N, Y. 


The Rights of iam. By Tnowas 
Parsx, Written in deteuse of his iellow- 
man. <A work almost wilhevt a peer in the 

+ world, Large type. Paper, 50 cents; cloih, 
SO centa. 

Life ef Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BLANCHARD. Iwo. Large type, with s flne 
steel portrait of Paine. Paper, AO cents; 
eloth, 73 cents. 

The Meathens of the Heath. By 
We. MCDONNELL, author of Bx ter Hall 
A radical romance, Paper, $1.90 ; cloth, 
$1.50. 

-Carecer of Religions Edeas: Their 
UWktimate the Religion of Science. 
By Hupson TUTTLE. An able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world, 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 90 cents; 
cloth, 75 cen's. 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Stio- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures, By D. M... 
BuwwNETT. Embracing a variety of subjecta, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages, The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $1.00. 

The Humphrey-Bennett Piscus- 
sion. A debate between Rev. G. H. HUM- 
PHREY, Presbyterian Clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of ‘‘ The Truth Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1.- 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3. Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cleth (550 
pp.). $1.00. 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Pror. O. A. Bunazss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian University at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Onat., commencing June 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke.. First PROPO- 
EITION: ‘* The Christian Religion, us get 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin.” Burgess in the afirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. SECOND 
Proposition: ‘‘The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin.” Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the ueg- 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, &0 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. an 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundatic Contrasted with its 
Superstructure. By W. R. Guxa, gu- 
thor of * Enigmas of Life," ‘ Literary anu 
Social Judgments,” etc. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the ** Fortnightly 
Review,” says: ** Some twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most 
eminent men of science asked, * Why do not 
ihe bishops answer Mr. Greg's Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer il 
—ifthey can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg,#coming later, had the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on all 
sides; 10 it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally 10 
so thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the'public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument—occupying« precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable.” 

One volume, crown octavo, with com- 
plete index. The London edition sold for 
$5. Price of American edition, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples We- 
bate. Between B. F. UmwDkRWOOD, of 
Boston, and the Rev. Jonn MamnrLks, of 
Toronto, Ont, Held at Napanee, Onat., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
Frusr: “That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are lllogical and cos- 
trary o Reason." Sxconp: ‘The D:ble, 
consisting of the Old and New Testameuts, 
evidences beyond all other books its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood de- 


nies, Reported in fu'l, and revised. by the 
debaters. 111 pp. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
66 cents. : 


Interrogateries to 5ehovah, By 
D. M. BENNxTT. A series of close questions 
upon a great variety of subjecis, irom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the fuod, tne 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrine] points embraced by the 
Church. With a 1lulllength portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold sng 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Piper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Answer to we 
Question, Have we a Supernaturaliy-Re- 
vealed, Infaliibly-Inspired, and Miraculousiy- 
Attested Religion in the World? By E. Xi. 
GUILD, ex-Universaliat clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parla. 
Paper, $0 cents ; cloth, 89 cente. 

Truth Seeker Leaficts, ot two pages 
each. Thirty-two in nmoer; & cents per 
dozen; 8 cents for the set; 23 cats por hun- 
dred; $9.00 per thousand. 

Adventures of Hider Priptohontus 
Tub. Comprises wmipurvint sud naili tg, 
disclosures concerning hell, iis magn?'ude, 
morals, employments, climate, etc, € By 
Rev. Gzoncr Moarns A rich, interesting 
little work. Paper, 15 cents. i 
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NEAR BROADWAY. . 


Notes and Clippings. 


Loox at thia picture: Col. Ingersoll made 
$40,000 last year preaching the gospel of no red- 
hot hereafter, and our Methodist minister made 
Jess than $470 by holding up the other end of the 
beam.—Pipesions Star, 


SPEAK little, but speak the truth; spend little, 
but pay cash. Little and often makes a heap in 
atime, It is better to go supperless to bed than 
run in debt, unless you are a popular preacher, 
and then you can pass the hat around and pay 
off your church deb’, if not your own. 


Wer are informed by good authority that the 
Oenter schoolhouse has been closed against al) 
Liberal meetings whi:st left open to all others! 
‘Who says that the spirit ot intolerance does not 
prevail in our land? We are also informed 
that the same thing has b. en done with the 
eourt-house at Rapublic county.—Cloud County 
Blade, : 


TAXPAYERS had to pay six hundred and fifty 
dollars for prayers for our wise So!ons while 
they were discussing laws and equanderíng the 
meople’s money. Tois was at th» rate cf about 
twelve dollars apie ze for prayers. If Rev. Tool, 
‘our representative from Jasper, had been a 
;genuine reformer, he might hav done this 
‘praying himself and saved the burden to the 
‘taxpayers.—Jowa National. . : 


Tas Milwaukéa Sentinel says the books of Col. 
‘Ingersoll hav been excluded from the trains of 
the Chieago and Northwestern railroad by an 
order issued from headquarters, The man- 
agers of the Chicago and Northwestern had 
better giv their undivided attention to business 
affairs and allow people who travel over their 
road to select their own literature. Literary 
censorship by a railroad is rather a new depart- 
ure,-- Commonwealth. 


A FOUR-YEAR-OLD Bunday-school girl did the 
best she could with & question that was asked 
of the infant class. Said the teacher, reading 
from Ieatah xxxvil, i: "'And it came to pass 
when King Hezekiah heard it that he rent his 
selotheg.’ Now, what does that mean, children— 
‘he rent his clothes?” Up went a little hand. 
"* Well, if you know, tell us.” ‘ Please, ma’am,” 
‘paid the child, timidly,” I s'poee he hired 'em 
out.” 


AT areligious meeting in Winsted, Conn,.on 
-a recent Sunday, the wife of a well-known citi- 
zən told how much religion had done for her 
and how much better she was with It than with- 
out it, When she had spoken another sister 
got up and expressed a fervent hope that If re- 
ligion had done for the preceding speaker all 
that she had said she would soon bacome good 
enough to pay her the fifty cents she owed her. 
Religion that does not make its protessors 
honest has not taken hold of them at the right 
end. 


THE committee in charge of the ovation to be 
given to D. M. Bonnett upon his release from 
the Albany Penitentiary havsecured Chickering 
Hall for Sunday evening, May 2d. A num- 
ber of the Spiritualists and Liberals of Phila- 
delphia hav announced their intention to goto 

` this reception. Lot there be a large turnout 
from all parts ofthe country to make this dem- 
onstration one of the largest and most earnest 
protests against the encroachments of bigotry 
ever held in this country.—Afind and Matter, 


Tuar was an interesting riot which a body of | 


Reformed Presbyterians got up the other day 
in Pittsburgh, Pa.,over the settlement of the Rev. 
Nevin Woodside, late of Brooklyn, N. Y. The 
better to prepare themselves rbey opened the 
fight with prayerand then proceeded in regular 
disorder to break chairs and tables over each 
other's heads, to blacken one another’s eyes 
and to do many other things which are deemed 
unbecoming as well as Unnecessary iu a relig- 
ious gathering. The Mayor and police finally 
drove the militant Christians out on the side- 
walk. If those fellows are reformed what sort 
of Presbyterians must the unrefor med be? 


A YOUNG GENTLEMAN, visiting the family of a 
noted clergyman in Washington, innocently re- 
marked to one of the ladies that he had heard 
Oolonel Ingersoll lecture cn the "Mistakes of 
Moses.” The clergyman, overhearing the re- 
mark, became excited, and demanded to know 
whether it was really true his guest had been to 
hear Bob Ingersoll lecture, Upon receiving an 


affirmative reply, he opened the door and told 
the young man to be gone, and never again 
cross his threshold, ''No man,” said he, ‘can 
snter my portals who attends Bob Ingersoll’s 
'eeture-1" Colonel Bob ean now retaliate by 
expelling from his law-cíffüos all clients who 
attend preaching by the clergy. 


Ar Evarsville, Indiana, April 13:h, the Rev. | 
George Obniney startled his congregation by 
incorporating in his resignation the statement 
that he was not a Ouristian, and that, as Unity 
church declared itself Christian, he felt im. 
orlled to place his resignation in its hands, 
The condition on which he would remain, if it 
was not accepted, was that he mhottld not be 
axpected to pray or ptónoünoce a benediction. 
He recommended the sale of the hymu-books 
for waste paper. The letter of resignation 
covers nine pages of legal cap paper, and Is 
full of strong language. The sermon which 
preceded is quite as remarkable as the resig- 
nation. It renounces all supernatüralism. and 
declares the worship of God, as it is usually 
condutted, as much idolatry as bowing down 
toastick orstone, The announcement that he 
was to resign kad filled the church, and the 
mann-r and maiter of the resignation produced 
a decided sensation and a great division of sen- 
timent among the members i 

Fort WaYnz,in?, is at last reveling in the 
luxury ofa eieri?al scandal, which promises to 
dismember a congregation In that city, and dis- 
rupt. one. or two- Nhrotofora bappy families. 
The Thitd-Btreot Methodist Episcopal church 
is the one aff:cted. Last Sabbath was the time 
chosen to tbrow tha bombshell into the ranke 
of its congregution, The pastor, Rev, J. M 
Woolpert, was absent from the celty. At the 
evening services ona of the brethren, one Wil 
liam Jackson, mounted the puipit and stated 
that he had some matters of importance to 
communicate to the Gourch. Jackson is an ex- 
horter and class-leader. He read his charges, 
and asserted tbat the pastor had been guilty of 
criminal Intimacy with several of the sisters, 
ealing them by name. He also charged the 
trustees with mlsapproprlating the funda of 
the church, especially naming Robert Shoff:r, 
one of the trustees. This action by Jackson 
caused intense excitement, and he was fre 
quently interrupted, but he kept on reading 
until he finished hi3 manuscript, 


As MAINE was the first atate to enact a prohib- 
itory liquor law, so now it is the first to enact 
more stringent iawa than any previous legisla- 
tion upon the sutjact. Although it has been 
demonstrated over and over again during the 
last twenty years or more, it has been in force 
in the state of Maine that prohibition does not 
prohibit, there are enough fanatics still allve 
there.to control legislation and go on enac Ing 
laws which cannot possibly tend to promote 
temperance or even common honesty. One sec- 
tion of the new statute forbids the sale of cider 
to be used as a beverage. Another provides for 
the remission of fines, Imposed for intoxica- 
tion, on condition that the tippler will tell where 
he gets his toddy. Between & drunkard and an 
Informer, most persons prefer the former on 
the seore of respectability. All Jaws that tend 
io break down honor are bad, The Anthony 
Comstoeks, whether in Maine, New York, or 
Towa, in postal affairs, or the liquor trade, are 
despicable sneaks. Laws that offer a premium 


| for the production of such creatures are not in 


the interest of public morals or decency. 


BETWEEN the years 1876 and 1879 Catherine 
Burke, now about thirty-five years old, was 
housekeeper for Rev. F. Van Der Bom, pastor 
of S. Mary's church, East Saginaw, Michigan. 
In 1879 she was discharged for having been 
charged with stealing from a butcher shop. 
Three weeks ago she stated to Rev, Father 
Sweeney, pastor of B’. Joseph's church, that 
Father Van Der Bom had ruined her, and had 
on two occasions committed adultery with the 
wife of & well-known citizen, whose name is at 
the present withheld. She told the story to 
another priest, and offered to settle with Van 
Der Bom for $2,600, Father Van Der Bom de. 
nied her assertions and refused any compro- 
mise. She then went before a notary public 
and had her accusatlons put into the shape of 
an affidavit and swore to their truth, The mat- 
ter was referred to Blshop Borgess, who told 
Father Van Der Bom to resort to thecivil cour s 
if he was innocent. The woman was arrested 
ona charge of maliciously and wilfully circu- 
lating reports derogatory to the good name of 


sum of $1,500 to appear for examination. 


CERTAIN editions of the Bible, owing to the 
errors they contained, hav received many cdd 
names. What is known as the ‘ Breeches Bi- 
ble" (Geneva 1560) was so called because Gene: 
ais 11, 7, was translated: "They sewed fig-leaver 
togethér and made themselves breecher,” in- 
stead of "aprone," as in tbe English vars ion 
now used, Inthe " Treacle Bibls’’ (1568). Jere- 
miah vili, 22. was made to read: “Is there no 
* treacle! in Gilead,” ete., Instead of " balm,” and 
in 1609 the word was changed to "'resin." 
" Balm" was first used in 1611. The "Vinegar 
Bible,” printed in Oxford in 1717 by John Bas- 
ket, derives its name from the heading of Luke 
zx, which was made to read: "The parable of 
the vinega.” Thebook had many other errors, 
from which it has also been called, sfier the 
printer’s name, " A Basket of Errore.” In 1631 
a Bible was printed 1: England, and in 1732 
another appeared in Germany, both of which 
made the seventh commandment road," Thon 
shalt commit adultery, the word “not” being 
omitted. It has been very appropriately called 
rhe " Wicked Bible." 


Bays the Worthington (Iowa) Advance: A cler- 
gyman from an ari duiog county writes and 
says: I preached iù this tovt Fostetduy and 
saw here for the firs tinea copy of your paper. 
I Hiko Its motto very much Indeed, and I par- 
ticularly like th» prae ical application of thr 
motto hjon fs made in the ‘Free Opinion’ 
column. Ithink you aré{n efrbr iis seur opin- 
ion about Bennett, aud I f-elsure you are about 
Oomatoek." Here is a minister very much after 
our own heart—a man who believes In "free 
thought, free speech, and a free press.” But 
we are very sure we are not In error ab ut Ben- 
nettand Gomstosk, We are just as sure that 
Bennettisa martyr for free thought and free 
speech as ever any man was in the darkest! 
ages of Europe. And we are just as sure that 
Comstock 1s as infamous a persecutor of men, 
and as much an enemy to human freedom, as 
the worst devotee of prlestéfeft and klugoraf: 
ever was, A man whose conscience is 86 
warped that he can think he is doing right when 
he hires men and women to commit crime and 
then has them arrested and punished for it, is 
either a poor monomaniue or atricky villain, 
A man who can boast that he has driven fifreen 
fellow-mortala to suicide is fit only to be spit 
upon by Christian peo: le, 


IN the qaaint old city of Nuremberg, Ger- 
many, the traveler must not fall to visit the 
dungeons under the city walle, filled with in 
struments of torture. They were used forthe 
purpose of paternaliy correc'ing the heresies 
of the olden time, If a man did not think on 
religious subjects as everybody else chose to 
think the authorities were so golicitous about 
his soul’s weltare, and so careful lest he should 
eariy the contagion of his Freethinking into 
his neighbor’s house, that they promptly ar- 
rested him and tried to work the heresy out of 
his mind by the genial but allopathic remedy of 
thethumbscrew. No one knows the real strength 
of his convictions until this test has been ap- 
plied. Atthe first twist the victim declares that 
he will believe just what he pleases, and deftes 
the church to change his opinions. At the sec- 
ond twist, when the bit cf iron presses on his 
thumbuails l'ke the grip of a cold-hearted 
gian*, the bare possibility of a change of 
opinion for the first time occurs to him, and 
he is willing to admit that the arguments 
to which he has Jietened are not exactly as 
strong as they might be. At the third twist 
he is perfectly sure that he would like to 
look the subject over again, and when he comes 
to the fourth twist he gonerully sees the error 
of his ways and confesses that he was totally 

| and absointely wrong in every one of his con- 

clusions, while the fifth twis; pute him into 
such a placid and docile frame of mind that he 
is quite wiliing to subscribe to the-Thirty-nlue 
Articles, or, indeed, to three hundred and thir- 
ty-nine if the patriarchal ehnreh wiil only giv 
him 8 chance to use his hands once more, 
We hav nothing of that kind nowadays, and 
neither the Oatholic nor Protestant church 
rescrts to measures of cold iron to keep its 
constituency facing in the right direction, and 
yetthe great lesson of charity haB not been 
learned by heart, We are stil governed by 
isms” or''oxies," and there are denomina- 
tional thumbscrews which hurt almost as much 
ag the coarser ones of the thirteenth ceptury. 


— Events of the Week. 


<< 


Tux wife of President Diaz of Mexivo is dead. 


Lonp Lyrron has resigned the viceroyship of 
India, 


Tue king of Slam and suite are about to visit 
Europe. 

A NEGRO murderer was lynched at Greene- 
burgh. La., on the 12th, 


Poison was recently discovered in a dish of 
food on the Cz ir’s dining-table. 


ON the 1th 83a Francisco experienced the 
severest shock of earthquake falt for years. 


A LARGE number of Russian oonvlets hav 
eacap~d from tho penal island of Saghalien, 


THERE are at present twenty thousand exiles 
on the vay from Russia to the Siberian mines. 


Firty of the sixty-four scholars in a New 
Jersey school hav had the measles within a 
month: 

IN conseq'16c4 of the famin^ in Hungaty five 
thousand Hungarians hav Jet tuat coucicy foc 
Amerie?. 

A surr for $9c0000 wae róéecen'!v deetded 
against Juy Gould at Wasii z'on by ‘tbe 8u- 
preme Court 

Ir is rumored ihat abov* ono hundred Span- 
{sh soldiers nnd officer8 wore recently massa 
cred by Cuban insurgentr. 


‘xt ox-Empress Eugeulà has arrived at 
Oape Town, own Africu, on her way to the 
se»ne of her so^'s death In Zanland. 


Grant, with his retinue, 8pp-ara to be eleo- 
tloneering in the West. A third. term is confi- 
dently predicted for him by his friends. 


DISRAELI bas tendered his resignation to the 
Queen. It is expected that Gladstone will sue- 
ceed him as prime minister of Englund. 


A DANGEROUS Incendiary has been discovered 
in Plainfield, N. J., in the person of an eleven- 
year-old boy. Many recent Areg hay been 
traced to Lim, 


Tas forest resin. Now Jersey and Ponusyl- 
vania hav been extingnished, but extensive 
ones are still raging in Virginia, and residents 
are flseing for their lives, 


A LAND-BLIDE in Visalia, Oal., on the 17tb, 
crushed a boarding-house at the Empire mine, 
It is reported that fifteen men are miceing and 
that atleast four are known to b» killed. 


CONSIDERABLE exeltement prevails in Georgia 
over the rich discoveries of gold in Nacoochee 
Valley. Large nuggets hay been taken out, and 
the yield grows richer as the mining proceeds, 


Tae Oohoes strikers are still out, and the 
mill owners are filling thelr places with Cang- 
dians, The employers threaten to eject the 
strikers from their cottages it they do not come 
to terms. 


A TERRIBLE hurricane swept through the 
Missouri Valley on the 18h. Marshfleid, Mo., 
was totally destroyed by storm and fire, and 
more than 100 persons killed, Many othec towns 
were badly dum ized. 


A MIBACLE Worker has turned up in Scott 
county, Virginia. He is said to eure paralysis, 
rheumatism, and cancer, by merely touching 
the afflicted person ; and he does not claim to 
be the son of God either. 


CALLAO, the principal Peruvian seaport, has 
been biockaded by six Onillan war steamers, 
A panic has arisen in Lima, the capital, which 
is ouly nino miles from Calla», and the inhabit- 
ants are fleeing to the interior. The Peruvian 
army has been defeated on the southern coast, 


BEVEN hundred men, women, boys, girls, 
priests, and toreigners were buried alive 
under the towers of the city walls of Rangoon. 
Burmah, as a 8acrifios for the restoration of the 
king'a neasltb. ife was suffering from leprosy. 
The Burmese believe in vicarious atonement. 
The king has since died, 


Some powder in the Giant Powder works at 
Berkeley, Cal, exploded on the 16th, killing 
twelve white men and fifteen Chinamen. This 
is the third explosion as these works, all attend- 
ed with loss of life, There were six thousand 
pounds of powder in the bulldings, Att te 
vietiqjs were blown to atoms, U 
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Selections. 


An Exposition of Liberalism. 


DELIVERED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE PITTS- 


BURGH LIBERAL LEAGUE, NOVEMBER 16, 1879. 
BY HON. A. B, BRADFORD. 


The Spiritualists, Materialists, and Theistic Ra- 
tionalists, who, I take it, mainly compose such meet- 
ings as this, are not at present very popular with 
By those who do not as yet 
understand us, as they will after a while, we are 
reproachfully called * Radicals.” Now a Radical is 


their countrymen. 


one who, in regard to all subjects of investigation, 


especially in religion, morals, and politics, is not 
satisfied with mere surface appearances, but i 
The 
trunk and branches of a tree depend upon its roots 
_ which are anchored in the earth and through which 
If the tree be a bad one, of 
strong growth, you cannot destroy it by cutting 
away the outer branches, but you must extirpate it ; 
You see the com- 


down to the roots and grounds of things. 
it derives its life. 


that is, take it out by the roots. 
parative abortiveness of ali the efforts we hav made, 


and are still making, to destroy the vice of drunk- 
It is because we hav expended our time 
and strength in cutting off the twigs and. small 
branches in one part of the overshadowing upas 


enness, 


tree, while the roots are sending out a growth in 


other parts of it greater than the destruction we 


make, The Radical, after much observation and 
thought, thinks, with Victor Hugo, the French 
patriot and philosopher, that if you want to reform 
either a drunkard or any other devotee of vice, you 
must begin with his grandmother.: He thinks of 
course that all discussion of important subjects, and 
all questions of reform, in order to be of permanent 
benefit, must not be superficial, but radical . 

Then we are denounced by the church people as 
“skeptics,” although we are obedient to the injunc- 
tion of Paul, “ Prove all things and hold fast to 
tuat which is good ;” and although we follow the 
teaching of Christ, who said, * Yea, and why even 
of your own selves judge ye not what is right ?” 
The whole of the modern triumph of knowledge 
over ignorance, and science over mere speculatien, 
is due to the fact that some men would not take for 
granted the truthfulness of the teaching of past 
ages, but first doubted, then examined, and finally 
found out that the ancients-were wrong. The word 
“skeptic” is of Greek etymology, and means, not a 
man who rejects a proposition because it is old and 
has been universally received, but who examines to 
see if it be.false or. true. The church, many centu- 
ries ago, took the ground that her teachings, em- 
bodied in her creeds, were a finality; that the docket 
for taking evidence was closed; that the canon of 
scripture was complete, leaving nothing more to be 
desired, because heaven had no further revelation to 
make; and that now all men were bound to accept 
her word implicitly in regard to all questions in re- 
ligion. But in process of time one man after an- 
other, impelled by a love of truth, rose up and said, 
“ Skeptomai "—lexamine, I inquire; and the church, 
angered at their impudence, denounced them as 
“skeptics.” When Copernicus doubted whether 
the earth was flat, and the sun revolved around it, 


‘the church’ sent the skeptic to prison; and when 


Bruno doubied in like manner, they burnt him at the 
stake. The church, claiming to be the infallible 
spokesman of the Bible and the Almighty, repudi- 
ates with scorn and revenge the spirit of inquiry, 
and hence, while the term skeptic is one of real 
honor, she has made it a term of reproach. When 
Arius, in the fourth century, doubted the doctrine 
of the Athanasian creed that Jesus was the eternal 
son of God, alleging that a child could not be as old 
as its father, neither could he beget his own father, 
as the doctrine of the Trinity requires us to believe, 


. he was stigmatized as a skeptic because he proposed 


to examine the scriptures to see if these things 
were 80. f 

It is said from every pulpit in Christendom that 
modern skepticism is only a resurrection of the 
Infidelity of past ages, and that its objections hav 
been met and answered over and over again. But 
there never was a greater mistake, or rather a 
stronger proof of sheer ignorance. Isay ignorance, 
for the sectarian clergy who say so are mere eccle- 
siastical boxers. They know how to attack each 
other's ereeds, and how to defend their own; but as 
to religion, as a grand department in the science of 
authropology, they are, for obvious reasons, the 
most ignorant class of men in society, and always 
hav been. Like an old worn-out wagon, their minds 
run in deep church ruts, from which you cannot 
extricate them without breaking the wheels and 
wrecking the whole locomotive machine. The truth 
is that the present arguments against the popular 
religion are the natural inferences made from the 
amazing results of the scientific investigation that 
has taken place in this generation. The weapons 
now used with such deadly effect against the church 
and her creeds are such as Paine, Voltaire, and the 
other skeptics of the eighteenth century, never 


which they sincerely believe and are willing to suffer 


but not the God of the churches. 
before the universe—consisting of myriads of suns, 


round the corner, and who, in his prayers, advises 


dreamed of, because they knew nothing of modern 
science and had no idea of the revelations it was 
soon to make to the world.’ Science has its field of 
inquiry in the realm of the knowable,{and demon- 
strates all its propositions. The watchword which 
has heralded all its triumphs is doubt—skepticism, a 
determination to take ‘nothing for granted or on 
mere authority, but to prove all things by the unerr- 
ing standard of fact and reason. And it is a re- 
markable circumstance, which I ought to mention 
before closing this paragraph, that the scientific 
men, to whom we are indebted for our present 
attainments in knowledge, never pursued their in- 
vestigations with the design of exploding the pre- 
tensions of the church as a teacher of true religion; 
but, stimulated by the love of truth alone, they 
made their wonderful discoveries, and' it was only 
when all was over, and their announcements made, 
that they noticed the bearing of them upon the 
questions growing out of religion. In establishing 
the truth of the correlation and conservation of 
forces, and the consequent unbroken reign of natu- 
‘ral law, it was an afterthought altogether that it 
cut up by the roots the whole doctrine of miracles, 
which is the corner-stone of the church, and stamped 
as absurd the idea that in the plan of the universe 
there were blunders which required the architect to 
stop the machinery and make the necessary repairs. 

Weare called “Infidels” also; that is, unbelievers. 
But unbelievers in what? This is another ecclesi- 
astical term, and means one who rejects the popular 
religion. . He is an Infidel—* giaour ”—in Turkey 
who disbelieves in Mohammed as the Prophet of 
God and in the Koran as an inspired book. He is 
an Infidel in Pennsylvania who rejects the doctrine 
of the divinity of Christ and the plenary and infal- 
lible inspiration of the sixty-six books composing 
our Protestant Bible. I venture to say that the so- 
called Infidels of this country, instead of having no 
réal faith, are the most sincere believers we hav. 
True, they hav no metaphysical dogmas in their 
creed, and would neither burn nor imprison one 
who disegrees with them, but there are proporitions 


for if need be. The Infidel, called by the Latins 
Deist, and by the Greeks Theist, believes in a God, 
When he stands 


with their systems of worlds, all in motion like our 
own—he is transfixed with awe and adoration at the 
mighty and intelligent force or power that upholds 
all and guides all on an unerring plan. If such pro- 
found feeling is of the essence of true worship, how 
much more sincere and worshipful is he who rever- 
entially bows before the great Unknowable, smiting 
upon his breast under a sense of his own compara- 
tive nothingness, than the ignorant, and therefore 
presumptuous, pulpiteer who addresses the Deity as 
if he were an impressible old boon-companion living 


and insists that God shall repeal the laws of nature 
and work miracles so as to carry out the schemes of 
his poor sectarian brain! I say again, and. chal- 
lenge proof to the contrary, that the most really 
pious man in society is the Infidel, who has too 
much respect for the wisdom of God to believe in 
the doctrine of miracles, too much reverence to ob- 
trude his advice as to the divine management of the 
world’s affairs, and who religiously obeys the laws 
of nature because such obedience is better for him 
and for the welfare of the whole human family. In 
comparison with his intelligent and devotional 
spirit, the worship of Christendom is as blind and 
stupid as the fetich-worship of Africa, 

Another term, which, when applied to us is meant 
to be reproachful, is that of Freethinker. But on a 
moments reflection it will be found to be the grand- 
est appellation that could be given to a true man. 


The human intellect, when properly developed, has 


the power to travel over the whole field of inquiry, 
and take in knowledge from every source. Itis this 
which makes man godlike. This is an intimation, 
at least, of our immortality ; for, as the mind is 
adapted to take in all knowledge, and desires to do 
so, and as this life is so short that we can acquire 
but little, it seems a fair inference from the facts 
that when death interrupts our studies they will be 
resumed afterward, and indefinitely, when the envi- 
ronments will be more favorable. Philosophy, or 
man’s place in, and relations to, the universe ; his 
duties to his fellows, and to himself as a person ; 
his origin, his present character, and his destiny; 
these are all deeply interesting subjects of research, 
and the more we know of them the wiser, the better, 
and the happier we become. 

Now, a person who investigates such themes for 
himself is a Freethinker—that is to say, he is not an 
enslaved thinker. Oh, what a‘tale of shame and out- 
rage this word tells of the church! On the mere as- 
sumption that she has the authority of Almighty,God 
to do so, she has always made creeds for the people, 
and has enforced them upon their belief by pains and 
penalties, If any man respected himself enough to 
think in any other way than the one she prescribed, 
he was denounced as a Freethinker who had broken 
away from the. restraints of the church, and would 
necessarily first question and then ultimately deny 
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ber right of jurisdiction over his soul and conscience. 
This clearly implies a consciousness on the part of 
the church that her claims cannot stànd the test of 
investigation. -If her creed were the result of in- 
quiry instead of mere authority, she would welcome, 
instead of opposing, a free discussion of her claims 
as an infallible teacher. 


All people who liv tinder monarchies are called 
“subjects.” The term is Latin, from sub jaceo, to 
cast down on the ground and tread upon. To the 
credit of human nature, the word shows that even 


in those days of medieval darkness, when the king 
and the priest, by an unholy copartnership, trampled 
humanity in the dust, the people had a sense of their 
rights, and rebelled, and had to be put down. 
When, therefore, the king vanquished the rebel, he 
became a “subject,” and when the priest vanquished 
the Freethinker he became “reconciled,” and obedi- 
ent to the church. I hope you will agree with me 
when I say that he is the best specimen of mankind 
who allows no authority in the universe to lay the 
weight of a straw upon the free exercise of his in- 
tellectual powers, and who will accept no proposition 
as true, whether from man, from angel, or from God 
himself, unless the proof is submitted to his reason 
and conscience. 
and a free man, and all others are more or less slaves. 
Then, instead of being angered, let us glory in being 
called Freethinkers. 
slaved souls, who, still frightened by the bugbears 
of the dark ages, orouch before the priesthood, and 
alow them to put shackles on their intellects and 
prescribe to them what they are to believe and what 
they are to do. 


He who does this is à Freethinker 


And let us pity those poor en- 


There are other epithets of obloquy which are 


heaped upon us on account of what we deem the 
very excellence of our characters as thinkers and 
moralists, but they are too comtemptible to notice. 
We must not be frightened at terms of reproach. 
There never was 2 movement made for the improve- 
ment of mankind that was not at first opposed ; 
there never was a new iruth offered to the world 
that was not at first rejected, and those who pro- 
posed it loaded it with abuse and ridicule. 
we are waging war against the puerile, groveling 
superstitions of the present and past ages, and are 
laboring to make the human family good, intelligent, 
and happy. But we are misunderstood and misrep- 
resented by the very people we would redeem. We 
are not discouraged, however. 
sow the seed of iruth in our day and generation. It 
is time's business to make it grow and bear fruit in 
the future. In behalf of ourselves-and-our-posterity ——— 
we are constructing bulwarks around ihe national 
Constitution to defend it against the encroachments 
which Catholic and Protestant churchmen are organ- 
izing against it. Would to God that I could impress 
my fellow-citizens with the conviction that the 
church, putting forth to-day all the claims she ever 
made—* semner eadem”—is a constant menace to 
the liberties of the people. 
as safe a guarantee for human rights as the British 

Constitution, for, although the British Constitution 

is an unwritten document, it contains guarantees 
which the omnipotence of Parliament cannot touch. 

But our Constitution and laws can be changed by a 

majority of the people. 
every man holds his liberties at the will of the ma- 

jority ; therefore it is that we appoint popular meet- 

ings like this, and send out productions of the press' 
to keep people enlightened upon the great issues 


To-day 


It is our business to 


Our Constitution is not 


It is a fearful thought that 


before them. The grand topic which is now up for 


discussion i8 the proper relation between the church 


and thestate, Upon this subject the Radicals hav 
clear and definite views, which I now beg leave to 
submit to this audience. And we demand: 

I. That all church property should be taxed. : 

. The grand principle in the light of which we must 
discuss this, and the other propositions I intend to 
make, is found in Article V], section 2, of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, where it is declared 
that “this Constitution, and the laws of the United 
States which shall be made in pursuance thereof, 
and allthe treaties made, or which shall be made, 
under the authority of the United States, shall be 
the supreme law of the land, and the judges in every 
state shall be bound thereby, anything in the Consti- 
tution or laws of any state to the contrary notwith- 
standing.” 

Now, if you wish to know what relation the Con, 
stitution and government of the United States sus 
tains to the church, or to the subject of religion, in 
any of its forms and kinds, you hav only to look at 
the treaty ratified with Tripoli, one of the Barbary 
powers, which, in religion, was Mohammedan. The 
President of the United States at that time was 
George Washington, who had previously acted as 
presiding officer of the convention which sat in 
Philadelphia to frame the Constitution of the 
national government, under which it began its 
career in 1789, ‘The treaty with Tripoli, after being 
fully examined and approved.by the Cabinet, was 
sent to the Senate, and, having been discussed by 
that body in all its parts, was then ratified, and be- 
came a part of the supreme law of the land. As the 
government of Tripoli was Mohammedan, it was 
naturally jealous and watchful jn its treaty stipula- 
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tions with a power which was not Mohammedan, peculiarity of our Constitution was not & mere 
' est in their commercial intercourse difficulty would opinion of the framers; for an opinion can be 
grow out of the subject of religion. - To remove all formed, and often is formed, on ex parte testimony ; 
' apprehensions of this kind, the declaration is sol- but it was a conviction, which is astate of mind foL 
emnly made, in the eleventh article of the treaty, lowing an examination of both sides of a question. 
by the United States, as one of the high contracting They saw how the doctrine of a union of church 

owers, that “the government of the United States and state in Europe had made the-state a meré tool 
i8 not in any sense founded on the Christian re- to do the persecuting work of the church, and had 
ligion.” converted the church itself into the bloodiest institu- 

Now, if it be concluded by the foreigners who hav tion known in history ; and they resolved to pro- 
come to this country to Europeanize our Constitution claim an eternal separation between them in this 
and laws that George Washington and the men country, for the safety of the people and for the 
who took part in founding the government under- honor of true religion. This they effectually did in 
‘stood the meaning and intent of their own work, the Constitution, by secularizing the. government 
then I maintain (and this is the battle-field of the entirely, and by the treaty with Tripoli, now a part 
whole discussion) that the declaration in the treaty of the supreme law of the land, where they declared 
with Tripoli was set forth as a political axiom, or to the whole world that in no sense whatever is the 
first principle, lying at the very foundation of this government founded on the Christian religion, or on 
government, and distinguishing it from all others, any religion. And I take the ground, which every 
In other words, the fundamental doctrine of the constitutional lawyer will admit to be tenable, that 
Constitution in regard to the relations of this gov- all the state and municipal prohibitions and require- 
ernment to religion of any kind, and which forms a ments which look as if this were a religious govern- 
part of the supreme law of the land by which the ment, if a case involving the question could be car- 
states in the Union are to govern themselves in the ried up to the Supreme Court of the United States, 
matter of legislation, is this doctrine in the treaty, must be pronounced to be utterly unconstitutional 
that the United States government, as thus volun-/ and void.  . 
tarily and officially explained and defined by itself,| Rev. M. B. Andersoz, D.D., at the recent Science 
is a purely secular corporation, sustaining no rela-' Association at Saratoga Springs, read an able paper 
tion, either of approbation or antagonism, to any|on the relation of Christianity to the common law, 


religioa in existence. And this doctrine, although |in which he comes to the conclusion that the com- 
some bat-eyed people do not see it, is the very palla- 
dium of religious liberty, for it recognizes the fact 
that religion is a matter which concerns the indi- 
vidual, and not the civil government, and makes 
every church a free and independent institution, 
instead of being forced, as the church in Europe. is, 
into an unnatural relation of union and dependence, 
where she is sure to compromise her character. But 
if the Constitution and the ‘treaties made in con- 
formity thereto are the supreme law of the land, 
then I maintain further that no state in the Union. 
and no municipality in a state has a right to enact 
laws which go upon the presumption that this gov-: 
ernment is a religious government. The Continental ' 
Congress, representing the people of the colonies, in 
breaking away from their allegiance to the British 
Crown and founding a new government in the West- 
ern World, declared in the immortal act they com- 
mitted on the 4th of July, 1776, that they took this 
step to secure the rights of human nature in general, 


mon law is not based in any respect on the Christian 
religion, and that Christianity is no part of the law 
of the land. "This paper is published in the Albany 
Law Journal, and the editor indorses Dr, Anderson’s 
position. 
It is gratifying to see that the spirit of Roger 
Williams still walks the ‘earth, and has found 
embodiment in at least one Baptist minister who has 
not given up the principle of the founder of the sect 
in regard to the relation between the church and the 
state. D 
President Grant, in his last annual message to 
Congress, said that the church property in the United 
States then exempt from taxation amounted to some 
hundred millions of dollars ; and that at its present 
rate of increase it will amount to three times that 
sum by the close of the century. Now, is it right 
to treat the free and independent churches of this 
country, who are able to.own hundreds of millions 
worth of property, as if they were paupers, and 


and not. their own in particular. As the human 
family is divided into many faiths, how. could they 
do anything else than what they afterward did in 
making the government a mere secular institution, | 
thus giving liberty and respect to the religious opin- 
ions of all who might dwell upon the soil? In the 
Declaration of Independence the founders of the 
government solemnly pledged themselves to protect 
the rights of man as man. In the Constitution they 
adopted, and the laws they enacted, and the treaties 
they made when the war was over, they redeemed | Philadelphia should destroy a church costing a mill- 
the pledge to the very letter. ion, the people of those cities would hav to make 
There is an antagonism, I admit, between some of | good the loss by a tax levied on their property. Is 
the state constitutions and laws oa the one side, and | this right? It is so unjust that the Christian States- 
the doctrine of the national Constitution on the|mman, the organ of the revolutionary party, before it 
other, which I explain in this way : The general} underwent the process of tergiversation, declared in 
government was formed in 1787 out of the thirteen | its columns that in justice church property ought to 
colonies or states, but these states were settled and|be taxed. But seeing afterward that to take this 
organized long previous to that date by emigrants} ground would weaken its argument for the religious 
who came chiefly from the British Isles, where the|character of the state as “a moral person ” capable 
Westminster Confession of Faith and the Solemn | of having a creed, it showed the easy virtue of its 
League and Covenant had been the law of the land, | character by giving up the principle. I am happy 
and had in great measure shaped the opinions of the | to say, however, that an infinitesimal number of the 
people. The people of Europe could not then, nor|clergy, ashamed of the fact that the American 
can they now, conceive of a government existing at|church, as wealthy as it is, should accept govern- 
all unless closely and dependingly connected with| ment protection for their real estate while they pay 
the church. ‘They cannot rid themselves of the|no tax, agree that our claim is just. 
notion that if the state does not support the church, | are every private property owner is indirectly taxed 
either by giving funds or enforcing by law some of|to support a religion he does not believe in. The 
the claims she makes, everything like religion will|tax on hundreds of millions of dollara which the 
die, and society fall back into its original barbarism. | churches ought to pay, but do not, has to be made 
Hence the union and mutual dependence of the|up by the people at large. This is in flagraut viola- 
church and state. This is the doctrine of the West- |tion of the spirit of the Constitution, and ought not 
minster Confession of Faith. When therefore|to continue, 
Scotch, Irish, and English emigrants sought a home| II. The employment of chaplains in Congress, in 
in this country they naturally brought these Euro-|state legislatures, in the army and navy, and in 
pean ideas with them, and impressed them on the|prisons, asylums, and all other institutions sup- 
state constitutions and laws where they were settled. | ported by the public money, should be done away 
The present Sabbath laws of Pennsylvania date back | with. 
to colonial times, and those of Massachusetts and} The reason of this proposition is that the people 
Connecticut to the days of the Pilgrims. But when|of the country being so divided as they are in 
the government of the United States was organized|regard to religious creeds, it is wrong to use the 
out of the materials composing the old thirteen | morey raised by the taxation of all to pay chaplains 
colonies it was a new creation altogether; and ifor religious services which the majority of tax-pay- 
when the Constitution was adopted by the states|ers do not approve. The moment you elect or 
respectively it nullified every law they had made|appoint a chaplain by governmental act you violate 
inconsistent in letter and spirit with the national|the wholesome provisions of the Constitution, and 
Constitution. This Constitution made the govern-|take a long step toward the union of church and 
ment under it a purely secular corporation, gotten|state. This, and the utter indifference and profane- 
up for secular purposes alone, ignoring the very ness which generally mark such religious services in 
existence of God, a future state of being, of religion | Congress and elsewhere, show that a custom so 
of any kind, and abolishing the necessity of judicial] unmeaning and useless should be given up. 
oaths—not because the framers were Atheists, but} This demand becomes the more reasonable and 
because they believed that a civil government had| imperative when we notice the numerical weakness 
nothing in the world to do with religion except to] of the members of the church as compared with the 
rotect every man in the enjoyment of his religious] est of our population. The Occident of California 
belief and worship, whatever it might be. This] my authority for saying that out of forty-five 


ment that protects it. 


could not pay their taxes ? And even if the churches 
were willing to beso treated, is it right to tax the 
poor man’s, or any other man’s, house and lot for the 
support of the government while a body of rich men 
who invest hundreds of thousands in a church, or 
cathedral, oftentimes for money-making purposes, 
should pay no taxes on their property? Property 
is property, and the only subject of taxation, and 
whether little or much, should support the govern- 
If a mob in New York or 


As things now 


millions of the American people now living under 
the flag, nineymillions are professors of the Protest- 
ant religion 1n all its sects, and five millions pro- 
fessors of the Catholic religion, leaving thirty-one 
millions who do not profess the Christian religion in 
any shape or form. Even Moody, in a sermon 
preached at Cleveland, and published verbatim in 
the Leader of that city of the 11th of October last, 
thus discourses: “They call America a Christian 
nation, but has America room for the son of God ? 
Does America want him? Suppose it could be put 
tó à popular vote, do you suppose the nation would 
vote to hav him come and reign?’ He would not 
carry a ward in this city ; you know it very well. 
He would not carry a town nor a precinct in the 
United States; you know it very well.” Yet, in the 
face of these admitted facts, five millions of Catho- 
lies would like to subjugate to the pope of Rome the 
rest of the forty millions who are not Catholics, and 
the nine millions of Protestants would like to domi- 
nate over thirty-six millions who are not Protestants! 
And all this under a Constitution and government 
which hav announced to. the world that they are 

purely secular, and do not recognize the existence 
of any religion at all. We hear about “cheek,” 
presumption, arrogance, and impudent claims, but 
this takes the lead of anything we hav ever seen 
before. Just think of it, that a divided minority, 
one part conbisting of five millions, and the other of 
nine millions, should attempt, respectively, to force 

their religious views and practices on an unresisting 
majority of more than thirty-one millions of Ameri- 
can citizens ! 

III. All public appropriations for sectarian edu- 
cational and charitable institutions ought to be 
discontinued. 

During the years 1871-2-3, the corporation of 
New York city gave out of the public treasury to 
103 Catholic institutions, too numerous to mention 
in detail, the sum of $1,396,389. To the Episcopal 
churches, schools, hospitals, and miscellaneous, 
$50,957. To the Reformed Dutch, Presbyterian, 
Baptist, Methodist, and Lutheran churches, $112,193. 
Grand total, $1,534,534. Of this vast sum taken out 
of the people's treasury for unlawful purposes, the 
Catholics got 91 per cent of the whole, or $1,396,- 
389, while the Protestants and Jews got only.7 per 
cent, or $138,145. According to this statement, 
which I take from the New York Times, the Prot- 
estants and Jews, with humble and spaniel-likg 
greed, were only allowed to pick up the crumbs that 
fell from the tablé of their condescending masters, 
the Catholies. Iask your attention to the fact in 
the case that although all Protestant churches of 
this country are ostensibly and professionally 
opposed to a union of church and state, those in 
New York eagerly grabbed the hush-money that 
was offered them. Even the Baptists, who from 
the beginning of their existence as a sect were more 
thoroughly committed against the doctrine of the 
church plundering the state, gave up their dis- 
tinctive principle and took the bribe. It looks as if 
the Catholics scattered the crumbs and picked bones 
around on the floor to keep the Protestant dogs 
from barking and arousing the tax-payers while 
they loaded themselves with the lion's share of the 
spoils. Iam happy to say that, after the horse had 
been irrecoverably stolen for want of a lock on the 
stable door at the right time, the people of the state 
of New York, by a constitutional provision, hav put 
a stop to such proceedings in the future. And the 
churches that hav received their share of the plun- 
der now occupy the position before the world of 
receivers of stolen goods. I exempt the Catholics 
from this reproach, because it has been a cardinal 
doctrine with them from the beginning that corpor- 
ations, whether states or cities, owe them allegiance 
and tribute as the one infallible church with the 
pope at the head as the vicegerent of the Almighty. 
The utter dereliction of principle on the part of the 
Protestants, as shown in this case, confirms the 
truth of history that the ecclesiastical spirit is not & 
modest and a grateful spirit. If you give it an inch 
it will take an ell. In the time of Henry VIII. it 
had got possession of about a third part of the 
landed property of the kingdom of England, all 
exempt from taxation. It sits like an incubus upon 
the prosperity of every Catholic country in Europe 
to-day. It evinces the same grasping spirit in this 
country, and hence in reply to all demands for pub- 
lic money, whether by appropriations or exemptions 
from taxation, the people's motto ought io be, Not 
one farthing. 

IV. The use of the Bible in the public schools as 
a .book of religious worship, and the practice of 
religious exercises, ought to cease. 

When school taxes are paid by Jews, Catholics, 
and Protestants indiscriminately, it is the most 
reasonable thing in the world that the religious 
scruples of these sects should be respected. No 
tax-paying Jew wants his children in the schools to 
hear the New Testament read in which he and his 
fathers are condemned and anathematized for unbe- 
lief in Jesus Christ as the Messiah, when during 
1,800 years of persecution his race has given evidence: 
that they did not believe it. No Catholic tax-payer 
wants his children indgotrinated in our Protestant 


belief, and to listen to religious exercises which he 
believes to be heretical and dangerous to their souls’ 
salvation, And no Protestant wants his children to 
listen to prayers and ceremonies which he believes 
to be idolatrous. And the only way to protect all 
the ‘tax-payers is to secularize the schools completely, 
forbidding by law all religious exercises in them, 
and allowing the children to get their religious 
opinions and training at home, in the Sunday-schools, 
Bible classes, and churches of the various sects. 

More than thirty years ago, when acting as school 
director in the township in which I liv, I opposed 
the teachings of the Shorter Catechism in the public 
schools, although I then believed it was almost as 
much inspired as the Bible ; and although the entire 
township and surrounding country were under strong 
Presbyterian influence. I did it because there was 
a principle involved. I saw that if the door of the 
schoolroom is once opened to the religious teachings 
of an orthodox sect because it is then ijn the major- 
ity, in the changes of population that are always 
occurring in this country, you could not shut it 
against the religious creed of a heterodox sect when 
it came into power. I hav lived to see in this: same 
township a large Catholic population which is now 
clamoring for a division of the school funds. The 
thing called a principle is no respecter of persons. 
If we tie to it we must follow it through all its 
legitimate workings to its results, And therefore if 
the secularity of the government is a vital principle 
we should secularize the schools also. The founders 
of this republic, with all the religiousness of their 
characters, did not mention the name of God in the 
Constitution, for they well remembered that it was 
in that most sacred name that the despotiams of the 
Old World had trampled down the rights of human- 
ity into the dust. Neither did they demand, but 
actually forbade, a religious.or church qualification 
for holding office, for they had seen in England one 
generation after another trained by this policy into 
cowardly hypocrisy. In the convention which 
formed the Constitution of the United States, and 
which continued its sessions through sixteen months, 
there were no religious exercises observed any more 
than there is now in the meetings of a railroad com- 
pany or of a bank, The grand peculiarity of the 
government they constructed, and which distin- 
guished it from all others, is that there is dignity, 
but no divinity about it at all; that it is a mere 
expedient of human wisdom gotten up by the peo- 
ple for protecting the property and personal rights 
of the citizens generally, ignoring altogether the 
existence of any other world than this, and of any 
` religious creed whatever. Our religion is a matter 
of the deepest concern to each one of us, but the 
‘governmont has nothing to do with it. 

V. The appointment .by the President of the 
United States, or by the governors of the various 
states, of all religious festivals and fasts ought to be 
discontinued, 

I suppose it will be conceded that Thomas Jeffer- 
son understood the appropriate duties of President 
of the United States under the Constitution. But 
when holding that office he utterly refused to issue 
a proclamation for fasts or festivals, because while 
the people of the United States were at that time, 
and in their private capacity, generally Christian, 
and not Jewish, nor Mohammedan, nor Buddhistio, 
the government was neither the one nor the other. 
Warned by what he had seen with his own eyes in 
France aud England of the deadly influence of the 
church upon the state ; seeing how the people there 
were saddled, bridled, and rode by the clergy— 
Catholic aud Protestant—he used his influence, both 
in the founding and administration of the new gov- 
ernment, to save the American people from such a 
degradation. And hence, although he was as grate- 
ful for national blessings as any other man, he 
refused officially to proclaim a thanksgiving for fear 
of inviting a new encroachment from the ecclesias- 
tical spirit. 

VI. The judicial oaths in the courts of law, and 
in all the departments of the government, ought to 
be abolished, and simple affirmation under the pains 

d penalties of perjury should be established in its 
stead. 

The judicial oath is a remnant of the old Euro- 
pean barbarism which régarded all men as unmiti- 
gated liars unless they stood in fear of eternal hell 
fire. It contains, and was intended to contain, a 
whole creed of dogmas repulsive at once to the intel- 
lect and to the common sense of justice and right 
among men. If the Constitution of the United 
States, and the laws and treaties made in aecordance 
therewith, are the supreme law of the land, the spirit 
of the Constitution, laws, and treaties should be the 
polar star guiding the action of Congress, the state 
legislatures, and municipalities in any given case or 
question. Now in the Constitution there is no judi- 
cial oath required of any incumbent, from the Presi- 
dent down to tide-waiter. That is to say, a govern- 
ment official is not required to take an oath which 
implies his belief of any religious dogma whatever. 
Had the oath which we see administered in our 
courts of justice been exacted of the men who 
framed the Constitution and composed the two 
houses of the first Congress, not, one in fifty could 


hav held office at all! I think all honorable men 
will agree that a person who has intelligence and 
moral character enough to be called as a witness 
into a court of justice at all will be quite as likely 
to tell the truth when put upon his honor and con- 
science as he would if he took the usual oath. The 
futile effect of oaths in making men tell the truth 
has long been proverbial in the expression, “ False 
as custom house oaths." I suppose it was owing to 
this fact that Jesus, in laying down the rules for his 
followers, said : “Swear not at all; let your com- 
munications be yea, yea ; and nay, nay; for whatso- 
ever is more than this cometh of evil.” It was 
never said nor believed. that the testimony of a 
Quaker in a court of justice was in the least unreliable 
because he refused the oath and simply affirmed, In 
our penitentiaries and reform institutions it has been 
found that, generally speaking, convicts behave bet- 
ter when trusted, when an appeal is made to their 
manhood and sense of honor, than when treated as 
totally depraved. Au 

VII. All laws directly or indirectly enforcing th 
observance of Sunday as the Sabbath ought to be 
'repealed. 

As the Constitution of the United States knows 
no religion, of course it knows no Sabbath as a relig- 
ious institution. Congress is frequently in session 
and legislates on Sunday. During our civil war bat- 
tles were begun and foüght on this day. The 
United States mails run en the Sabbath. Dont 
insult my understanding by saying what is not true, 
that these all come under the head of works of 
* necessity and merey.” When the Sabbath law 
was really in force upon the Jews, they allowed 
themselves, when at war, to be cut to pieces by their 
enemies rather than fight upon the Sabbath day ; 
and well their enemies knew when to attack them. 
They put men to death if they gathered sticks to 
boil their pot of victuals on the Sabbath. In some 
of our states a commercial transaction is vitiated 
and nullified by law if it has taken place on the Sab- 
bath ; but the ratification of treaties and other most 
important business of Congress is: as binding when 
o oiod on Sunday as it is on any other day of the 
week. . ; 

At the time the Sunday laws were enaeted, espe- 
cially in the old thirteen states, there was no na- 
tional government. In the whole country there were 
not probably fifty Jewish families who observed the 
seventh day of the week as the Sabbath. No street 
cars carried their hundreds of passengers to their 
distant houses of worship. There were no Seventh 
Day Baptists whose conscience required them to 
obey the fourth command of the decalogue which 
declares that the seventh and not the first day of the 


week is the Sabbath. There were no millions of 


Germans and Swiss, as there are now; who had been 
taught by Luther and Calvin, and all the rest of the 
continental reformers, that the Sabbath was not 
binding on a Christian, but that every day in the 
week was holy. There were no hundreds of thou- 
sands of laboring men in our manufacturing cities, 
outside of all churches, who, after close and un- 
healthful confinement all week in their shops, make 
the Sunday a day of innocent recreation. If there 
is no law forbidding a man to worship at home, or 
in his church, on Sunday, is it fair to hav a law 
which forbids him not to worship? Who has 
authorized the Sabbatarian to be the keeper of other 
peoples consciences? Were John Calvin and Mar- 
tin Luther fools who did not understand the New 
Testament? Is the Rev. Dr. Hopkins of the Pres- 
byterian Theological Seminary at Auburn a fool also 
when he maintains, as he did during a meeting of 
the Evangelical Alliance of Pittsburgh, that the old 
Sabbath law of the Jews had expired by its own 
limitation, and that now instead of one holy day in 
the week we hav seven? 

By a large class of our people who hav received 
their religious opinions from their parents just as 
they hav received their names, by inheritance, and 
without question, the observance of the Sabbath 
after the puritan way is set down as a requirement 
of what they call “ Christian morality.” But what 
is Christian morality ? Did it condemn slavehold- 
ing which made merchandize of human beings ? 
Does it condemn the sale and use of ardent spirits 
and tobacco which are shortening the lives of so 
many of our countrymen? Does it condemn Free- 
man, who, a few months ago, under direction as he 
supposed of the Almighty, and as an act of faith, 
took the life of his own child, believing with faith- 
ful Abraham, that God, in vindication of his faith, 
would assuredly raise her from the dead? Does it 
condemn the foreign missionaries who admit to 
their churches among the heathen,. converts who 
still remain polygamists? Shall the Catholic church 
expound the meaning of Christian morality ? Shall 
the hundreds of Protestant sects each undertake this 
hazardous work ? The history of the church teaches 
us that what is called “Christian morality ” has 
justified the most flagrant crimes and condemned 
the most essential virtues. Like the chameleon, it 
changes its complexion according to the surround- 
ings, and is altogether indefinable and unreliable as 
a standard of duty. 

Now, instead of setting up a court of oaanig- 


total of human duty. 


passage verbally correct. 


try to be presided over by the strongest sect 
of religionists for the time being, to decide special 
cases of “Christian morality,” like the Spanish 
Inquisition, we Radicals propose that we fall back | 
on those universal ideas of morality which all peo- ` 
ple in all ages understand, and which demand that in 
all our relations to our fellow-men we should do 
unto them as we would be-done by in like circum- 
stances. This was the golden rule of conduct which 
Christ laid down for the self-government of his dis- 


ciples, and which he declared covstituted the sum 
And this was the same rule 
of life which, five hundred years before the advent 
of Christ, Confucius taught the Chinese, and which 
has made them for ages a peace-loving people. This 


natural rule of ethics covers the relation which a 
man sustains to himself, and, as a permissive, decree, 


allows and requires of him to seek his own happi- 
ness primarily, with the single proviso that in so 
doing he neither injures himself nor any other 
human being. 

Now the propositions I hav submitted to you, and 
briefly discussed, form the Radical platform of 


state policy. + Are not its demands fair and reasona- 
ble? Do we ask for ourselves anything that we do 


not cordially concede to all other citizens? It is 


not offered as a compromise, for that term implies 


always that the parties to the compromise giv up 
some right or truth for the sake of peace. But we 
claim it to be the true constitutional basis, and the 
only possible ground on which tne American people 
can stand in the future, if they would avoid those 
complications with the church, the history of which 
is written in tears and blood. It can only be opposed. 
by those, who, not being content with the privilege 
of believing any theological creed they please, 
demand, most unreasonably, that others shall be 


‘compelled to conform their belief to the. church 


standard which happens for the time to be. in the 
majority. I urge you one and all, in methods you 
deem best, to assist in preserving intact the Ameri- 
can doctrine that the state is a secular institution, 
entirely separate from and independent of the 
church; and that the church shall not be permitted 
either to dictate legislation to the state or to de- 
end upon it in any respect, except to be protected 
in the natural right of its individual members to 
such belief, worship, and ceremonial as each one 
may choose. The practical carrying out of this 
constitutional idea into the legislation of each state 
in the Union will make our beloved country not 
only the home of the brave but, what is far more 
glorious, the land of the free! , 
oo 


* Student" Responds to Kersey. 


—-In regard to-the numerovs—incorrect.. quotations Ik te 


** Bible of Bibles," Mr. Graves says that on page 440 of that 


book is ** a full explanation,” and adda: '''I'ney are design- 
edly made verbally incorrect, because if they had not been 
abridged the chapter on Contradictions would hav occu- 
pied nearly a hundred pages of the book. J studied conden. 
sation as an art.” 


The “full explanation " on page 440 is as follows: “ The 


author, in abridging citations from history and the Bible, 
has, in some cases, deviated from custom in using quotation 
marks, 
Bible Contradictions, 
importance can befound in this work, unless some mistakes 


This is especially true of chapter tweuty-two, on 
Tt is believed that no errors of any 


hav been committed in making scriptural references, 

Now let us apply these two explanations to the chapter 
aforesaid, The two hundred aud thirty-four groups of con- 
iradietions are printed in solid small type and make only 
ten peges. I hav a copy of ''Self-Contradictions of the 
Bible," published in 1860, containing one hundred and 
forty-four propositions, proved affirmatively and negatively 
by texts of scripture without comment, The type is larger 
than in Mr. Graves’s chapter and the matter much more 
spread, and more passages are quoted On an average in each 
group. The whole makes less than forty-two pagea, and, 
with Mr, Graves's typographical condensation, could hardly 
hav extended beyond twenty pages, " 

. Ot tbe two hundred and thirty-four propositions, or 
groups, in Mr. Graves'a book, Iam unable to find more than 
eighty-ejght which are essentially different from the one 
hundred and forty-four; and his additions would not hav 
increased the number of pages of ‘ Self Contradictions of 
the Bible” more than one-third or a quarter. 

And now ss to the quotations veing "designedly made 
verbally incorrect" to avoid their occupying “nearly a 
hundred pages,” and Mr. Graves's study of “ condensation as 


an avt." Out of ten consecutive Bible quotations (group 14 


to 18, inclusive, of the ‘‘ Bible of Bibles"), L find but one 
ba One other is entirely incorrect. 
In the remaining eight there are twenty-four words that are 
erroneous, and the substitution of thirty words for the 
twenty-four would hav made the quotations perfectly cor- 
rect and the sense just as clear as with the erroneous words, 
One of these incorrect passages consists of two texta con- 


nected by a semicolon and with one of the references 
omitted. 


It seems to me, therefore, that these variations were care- 
lessly, ratber than “ designedly, made,” and that the author's 
study of “condensation as an art," resulting in the saving 
of six words out of thirty, was not much of a success, 

It appears that Mr. Graves has denied that he ever read 
the pamphlet ‘* Self-Contradictions of the Bible.” In the 
Cincinnati Gazette of January 16, 1880, the reviewer says : 
“ A comparison of the two lists shows a remarkably accord- 


ant selection of texis and an apparent working over and ` 


division of one allegation into several.. Furthermore, we 
hav been informed tnat Mr. Graves once accepted a copy of 
ihe work from its ‘author, but we vll not question his 
veracity,” - À ne 
I believe Mr. Graves is silent thus far in regard to any of 
the poiats contained jn that lato general review of’ his 
works, D^ 500 BrUDENT, 
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B he Truth Seeker, April 94, 1880. I 25 - 88] 


Thirty-Second Anniversary of Modern Spiritual- 
seu gs ; iv again ?” we also believe that it has to do with the life that 


ism W. S. Bell’s Lectures, 
now is; hence Spiritualists should interest th = - ; 
NES ea ticipate in all movements having for their AAR um To rag EprroR or Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Mr. W. 
The Spiritualists of Rochester and a goodly number from tale world. pottar. e earnestly appeal to ali Spiritualists in j S, Bell, who is so widely and favorably known to the 
‘ : and assoc. ana , - 
adjacent towns convened at the Academy of Music, 40 and | ment of th» unfortunate Visti Of orare oppose the punish- | readers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER as a lecturer and author, 
42 State street, at 10 o'clock, Am ^ Mrs. Amy Post, the bo necongary for the protection of society, and the reformation | deilvered his lecture on “The Modocs in Heaven,” at the 
venerable and well-known philanthropist, was appointed ofthe criminal. That we condemn the cruelties resorted to by : x 


> well prison officials, and the contract system of selling the ti f| Athercum Hall in Morrisania, New York, on the 19th inst. 
president ; Benj. Fish, Schuyler Moses, Edward Jones, and | the convicts; believing that all receipts for labor performed by f : 


The classical and Christian ideas of hel] were forcibly com- 
Mrs. Dr. Butterfield, vice-presidents ; D. M. Fox and Mrs. them, beyond their actual support, should be given to their : y 


familles, or in case they hav no one depending upon them for | pared, much to the disadvantage of the latter, which the: 
P. Fish, secretaries, support, kept for their benefit, to be paid at the time of dis- : id g 


: Á : speaker asserted to be the meanest hell yet invented. . That 
Mrs. Post called the meetiag to order and. said she sie: charge. Further, that we are opposed to that relic of barbarism. d 


the gallows, and earnestly demand the repeal of all laws grant- | the modern doctrine has produced immeasurable suffering 
posed she ought to thank the people for the honorable ing to courts the powerto infiict the death penalty, being cruel, 


un Num "une vindictive in character, and publicly demoralizing. We are | ‘© the human race was proved by the distracting influence 
position ‘She occupied, but really she felt incompetent to opposed to. par. and favor the settlement of all national diffioul- | which it exercised in drawing man away from a true under- 
discharge the duties incumbent upon her. Bhe felt it to be | ` Resolved, That we recognize in the National Liberal League | Standing of the nobler work called for by the present life 
a great occasion, being one of the first to investigate the an Cent agendy for. the E eg MESES. of grent good ; we to the continual contemplation of the fearful possibilities 
rappings, and being raa d their reality, she was con- accomplish dts objects. E ji sod, and will labor to | which awaited him in the future world. That the doctrine 
verted from a disbeliever to a full believer in another life esolved, That tne Innovations of the church upon the institu- | ig not put forth prominently in the pulpit at the present day 

. EROR: i 3 ._,? | tions of the government, the rights of th 1 - I CE Ets p 
and had never since doubted. There is no uncertainty | ties of the press hav become most se le ene the libor; does not change the fact that a belief in it does, and of ne- 
about it ; we hav proof positive, through the many phases | nou Siete up aes Conviction, and imprisonment of D. M. Ben: | cessity must, underlie every system of theology which holds 
of the phenomena, of a continuous life. She said she could | in ihe history of this country, : -| to the idea of redemption and atonement, as these ideas hav | 
giv many interesting experiences connected with the early | nire oeat diere To Dav for ass seat eae faep, that more | no relevancy except in view of the necessity of a salvation 
manifestations and the bitter persecutions of the Fox girl America hav peen jndueed to investigate the phenomena and|from future torment. Mr. Bell is both an easy and forcible 
mediany ; but she oun pm and call them to the faot, wo believe ih time nesr at hand when solem iste as a class, oe Ti EE Oaa the REVAS I UNT 

uties of the hour. he hoped all the proceedings might | Will adm at the revelations o P ritualism demonstrate the | to express his thoug. ; and by long and patient study he 
R existence of a spirit ld led with intelli - ; : : A s 
be conducted harmoniously, and good results follow from habitants of fle earth. ‘Further, that tho Ghristlan church wil cip die ied X ee usus pb cr i eid the 

1 ; . riven to the acknowledgment o esame fact, and then Ww aders o i A . 8. A 

Es proceedings of the meeting.. . ; TEC ] come the greatest danger, for the church will claim it as its own, icc donacio E arri AMERON 

rs. Fox then read that beautiful poem *' Jubilante," by | deny, as it has of all progressive movements in the past, that it oO 
Miss Doten, commencing with the lines : ever opposed trne” Spiritualism, and endeavor to pour the 

“The world hath felt a quickening breath 


wine of the new dispensation into the bottles of old theology, i 

Hence we are opposed to all organizations based upon oreeds Liberal League Notes. 
From heaven’s eternal shore, 

And souls triumphant over death, 


[zi 

expressions of belief, as tests of membership. - Tug National Appeal says: “Dr. French, of Hillsdale; 

These resolutions were fully discussed with deep interest, | writes that they are ready to form a Lesgue at that place, 

ar nee to:earth once more; and all unanimously adopted. — EN and Abner Hitchcock, of BattlesCreek, Mich., informs us 
Gora ices M ete During the discussion Mr, Fish related his early experi- | their application for a charter has already gone forward.” 

‘O grave, where is thy victory ? 


ences with Spiritualism. He ridiculed, like others, at first. . : 
Oe reis ean on Hon. A. B. BRADFORD, of Enon Valley, Pa., has just 


He did not think that a person who had passed from earth i : 
would come back again, but on a closer acquaintance with published a pamphlet of fifteen pages entitled *' An Exposi. 
tion of Liberalism and a Defense of the Demands of the 


the new movement his old philosophy was knocked from A : Spike : 

under him. Traveling a great deal at the time, he found | National Liberal League.” Like everything else from the 

the new idea everywhere ridiculed, and when he admitted |Pe2 of Mr. Bradford, it is able, and every person who 

that he was & believer in Spiritualism people thought him a desires to become well posted on the issues that the Liberal 

little deranged and imagined they saw a wild light in his | Lessue Presents should send twenty-five cents to Mr, Brad- 
g g id Peter ne ford and obtain half a dozen copies. [The reader will find 


eyes, : : 4 : 
During discussion of the first resolution Mr. Seaver said = EST in the present issue of Tz TRUTH BxzkER.— 
D. T. 


certain manifestations occurred in Byron three or four years 
before, through clairvoyance, which demonstrated immor.| IrzARN from C. A, Dunning, the Liberal League repre- ` 
tality as Spiritualism, Clairvoyance was one of the stepping | sentative of Michigan, that League organizations are pro- 
stones of Spiritualism. A Mr. Walker, of Byron, mesmer- | gressing very rapidly in that state, and they propose to hav 
ized a Mrs. Tuttle in order to extract a painful tumor. | more Leagues than the state of Kansasin a short time. I 
While in a mesmeric state this lady described the tumor, dis- | fear our Michigan friends will find that Kansas is a hard 
agreeing with the description of the surgeon who had |state to beat in such a conflict, but I shall be pleased to see 
examined it, It was subsequently proved that Mrs. Tuttle | such a contest progressing. Iam confident there are more 

Liberals in those two states than in any other two of the 


was correct, From that time to this she has successfully 
treated all kinds of diseases, all by the help of clairvoyance, | same size in the Union, and if they get really awakened we 
may expect to see a great work done. But I desire to say 


At one time, while in & trance, she began to weep; the cause 
of her weeping was that three spirits were present, demand. {to my Liberal friends of the Empire state that they must 
look to their laurels. We now number but a few more 


ing to speak to relatives through her. One of these spirits 
was her mother. They communicated with their relatives, | Leagues than Kansas, and if our brothers in that state and 
and what they said was taken down, and their words were | Michigan get into a contest for the supremacy, we may soon 
afterwards verified. This manifestation demonstrated the|find New York third on the list as to the number of auxil- 
ihid of iom in the n opinion, iary Leagues. : : 
rs. Post said that no one probabl i i : 
of thought uoi pron tha rece uon pe : THE following I clip froni Ming and Matter, the Bpiritaal. 
time been in doubt as to immortality, but doubted no more ist paper of Philadel phis, which I am pleased to know is 
‘after having been converted to Spiritualism, It has been a rendering good odis tothe League ne Allow me to 
source of great comfort to her. suggest to those Bpiritualists who desire to subscribe for à 
Along discussion followed the reading of the sixth rego- paper that advocates both the cause of Spiritualism and the 
lution in regard to the term “ Christian Spirifualism." Mr. Liberal League movement that they yas ao ne peter ths A 
Bottom, of Canandaigua, thought the teaching of Christ to RUDPOHDS tor Mind and Matter, This B me iem Dib- 
was one of love; he did not promulgate any science, To eral League No. Medius organized in this city on Friday 
Mr. Harding the term Ohristianity was most hateful. The |^. L1nB» 2 cbe Bg rat ata ee E a 
society that went under that name had always been most ne dip a ze d B al Han EIR D. 
unrelenting and bloodthirsty. This had been the case, no Gol d E Page Sia E ô Sedit A COO T M. 
matter how far back in time we may go, since its beginning. Rihi a 5 n Henr Wile, Mrs. C. A. xta and Mis; E; A. 
Christianity had instituted most horrible persecutions and Palmer. dide wur anpôinted to draft Dydawa. 
caused most terrible suffering to the innocent and helpless C. dt t at the call Ph tary.” d 
in the world; it had shocked all humanity by its excesses. Adjourned to. meet Bethe CHI CON fhe Peery 


He thought it almost too horrible to contemplate that all| Me. T. C. Connerr, Secretary of Liberal League No. 
| these old institutions and creeds were allowed to continue |170, of Dallas, Texas, sends me a very encouraging report 
and be in power. Mr. Saulisbury would not do away with the | from this League. The League has just perfected a perma- 
name, as Christianity had done much good as well as evil. | nent organization by electing for its officers the following- 
He did not favor the forcible removal of any institution in|named persons: John Stone, President; D. McKay, Vice- 
the world. Whatever institutions there are must be out.| President; T. C. Cornett, Becretary and 'Treasurer, and 
growths to the needs of the times and the nature of things. | John Jackson, Mre. Sallie Baker, J. H. Slaughter, and J. K. 
They would do away with themselves after having become | Hawes, Councillors. Bro. Cornell says: ** The great desid- 
useless and no longer wanted. eratum with us in Texas is lecturers. We find it difficult to 

Mrs. Fox thought Christ had been a good man and medi- | induce men of means to join our ranks, and this, together 
1 ^ i » um, but no greater than Socrates, Plato, Confucius, and | with the fact that nearly ali our lecturers liv at à consider- 
E es TE oe dastos soap other ancients. She did not favor connecting Spiritualism | able distance, leaves u3.at a disadvantage, and almost 
of Modern Spiritualism, its phenomenal manitestatione’ and |. With any religion, as it was an entirely new departure. | excludes us from any benefit to be derived from their 


| revolutionizing teachings having already spread to almost| Christianity teaches that mankind is retrograding and sink- | y: ; : 
|| every part of the globe, shaking the foundations of temples of | ing lower and lower; Spiritualism teaches that the race is ability. It seems to me it would be advisable for the 
|| superstition, where sat priests, and the thrones of tyranny oc- i ly i i Christianity teaches that h National Liberal League to institute a lecture bureau, whose 
i Ou lodor on ax indie the seuls the oii continually improving. ristianity teaches that human CE 3 i 
IDIOT py kings, the one binding tho souls, the other the bodies | nature is vile and degraded ; Spiritualism teaches that it is duty it would be to divide this country into convenient dis- 
Resolved, That we recognize in Spiritualism the chief - | pure and immortal. hristianity teaches that man was and | tricts, and assign a lecturer to each. Such an arrangement 
mentality effective in the reformatory movements of de Vast s totally depraved and needs a saviors Spiritualism teaches / £ i i s 
tbirty years, resulting in banishing from the teachings of the th ti PSU ba his own savior, that Medis been his own would lessen traveling expenses considerably, and would. 
i pulpit many of the horrid dogmas of old theology; th - an ae Hed ithi of all pecuniarily.” 
i caring more liberal ‘views of religion, of political and boclal | savior in the past, and will be in the fature. any put lecturers within the reach p y 
$ e; e enactment of laws more humanitarian in ch eter; evenin Ts, ox elivere an a ress 1n Verse, 
the mitigation ol punishment in our prisons, and the introdus- ich closed the exercise. A sociable had been announced 
Resolved. That ee era Buiritualiem as the special power | after the close of the lecture, but it was decided by vote to 
efücient in the abolition of serfdom and slavery, having posi- | postpone this till next Frilay evening. 
tive evidence that the Ozar of Russia and Abranam Lincoln, 
President of the United States, by whom this great work was -- 


accomplished, were each, in their official acts, guided by The American Labor Reform League. 


` spirit direction, given through some four well-known me- x 
Resolved, That we would specially acknowledge our indebted- | To THE EDITOR OF THE Traut Skene, Sir: Please 
3 ness to Bpiritualism torthe marked. progress made intheeman- | say in this week's issue that the ‘Tenth Annual Conven- 
petaen pou P weien que Led bebe plage Py di tenat: | Aom ne Bucay aud Monday, Mey ad and 3d, at 10 20 
nin w 8 Dp: B d 
ings of the Bible and Ohristian legislation, and for her advance- New x an day end Mor (ite heath AE bein 
ment toward the place she is finally to occupy asthe equal of | A&M., an : P.M. y 8 eing 
; mon in all the avocations.of life. . omitted to enable people to attend the Bennett Reception), 
of Chee That we regard Bplritualism not ge an outgrowth and forenoon, afternoon, and evening Monday. J. K, 
nity, but as a new manifestation of 8DiF. ower in 
à the wsrld, better calculated for the uplifting of humanity than | Ingalls, Henry Appleton; m Hanson, E. H. Heywood, 
any old form of religion; hence wegee no propriety in putting | Myra Hall, J. H. Swain, and other speakers, 
the prefix “ Qnristian ” to Spiritualism. Truly yours, 
Resolved, That while acknowledging with gratitude the inesti- oo... Amain AA tann 
mabla biosgings that hay come to us through Bniritgaliszane 


ing satisfactory answer to tho question, * If a man die, shall he 


Mr, J. W. Seaver was then introduced, and delivered the 
opening address—earnest, eloquent, and logical. He was 
listened to with deep interest and marked attention from the 
opening to the cloge,. Among other things, he related that 
at Chautauqua Lake, last summer, Bishop Forster addressed 
avast audience, During his discourse the bishop said that 
if he were asked whether we are to liv after death, he could 
not say he knew whether we should or not ; but if asked if 
he believed so, he could answer yes. Had this question 
been addressed to the speaker he said he could hav answered 
that he knew that there is a life after death, if his own 
senses could be relied on. . 
Mrs. Nettie Pease Fox being called for by the audience, 
H responded briefly. She paid a glowing tribute to the- me- 
3) diums, referring to them as the power through which: 
- modern Spiritualism had been so widely promulgated in 
3j such a brief period of time. She referred specially to Mrs. 
4% Oora L. N. Richmond, Miss A. W. Sprague. Mrs. Brigham, 
Mrs. Hyzer, Lizzie Doten, Nettie Coburn Maynard, and 
others, all eloquent, efficient instruments in the hands of 
angels in the accomplishment of the wonderful work wrought 
out. These mediums hav been the saviors of the nineteenth 
century, and as one of old, the church, and the unbelieving 
world had cried, ‘‘Crucify them! crucify them !" It is 
probable that on one occasion the Fox girls, the first 
: mediums for those rapping manifestations, would hav been 
: gacrificed to the fury of the mob but for the efforts of the 
: noble woman who occupies to-day the place of honor on our 
‘rostrum. But the world has indeed as yet felt only the first 
. “breath from heaven's eternal shores.” Great progress 
has been made, but little in comparison with what is to be. 
The world is just ready to acknowledge the claims of Spir- 
itualism ; but it wants more than knowledge—it wants 
. kindness, sympathy, and love. i 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 


After the reading of a poem entitled ‘ A Religion for all 
Humanity," communications were read from Prof. J. R. 
Buchanan, John Wetherbee, A. E. Newton, Nettie C. May- 
nard, and others, 

Following the reading of the communication from Nettie 
C. Maynard, Mr. Seaver related a conversation with her, in 
which she gave an account of some of her experiences a8 & 
medium with Abraham Lincoln, President of the United 
States, During some of the darkest days of the Rebellion 
he came to her for advice from the spirits. A gentleman 
` present also gave some additional facts he had obtained in 
Springfield, Ill., the home of Mr. Lincoln, all confirming 
the positive evidence we hav that Mr. Lincoln was in be- 
lief a Spiritualist. . 

The Chairman of the Committee then reported resolutions 


MU 


Mr. WiLLrAM E. Scorr, of New York city, has the fol- 
lowing good word to say of Truth, the new New York 
daily: “I mail you the most outspoken political paper 
against Comstock & Co. that is published in this city. It 
has not been long in existence, but has already acquired a 
large circulation, which is fast increasing. It is just the 
paper that New York has long been in need of, and, by the 
way, it exposes the eorruptions and frauds of the Christians 
now and then in a brave manner. It think it will aid the 
Liberal cause very much, for the reason there are many 
Christians who will read this ‘political’ paper who think it 
would soil their hands to touch THE TRUTH SEEKER Or 
Boston Investigator. Truth has ridiculed the Daily Witness, 


069. 


The Truth Seeker, April 94, 1880. 


A Little Tough on the Pigs. 


BY M. BABCOCK. 


The Bible teaches that there is a personal devil, who is 
commander-in-chief of an eternal hell. And it tells us that 
on the great day of judgment the wicked shall be placed 
upon the left hand, and God will say to them, ‘‘ Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels" (Matt. xxv, 41) And Jesus says, 
“He who believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he 
who believeth not shall be damned.” 

Now let me tei] a Bible-story about devils, and remember, 
Jesus has ssid except you believe it that you shall be 
damned. Once on atime, a long time ago, there was a man 
who was troubled with a pain in his stomach. His friends 
bound him with chains, but he brake the chains, and picked 
up sharp stones, with which he cut his flesh, so great was 
his distress. Just at this time there came a ship to the 
coast, and Jesus stepped on shore. ‘‘And when the man 
saw Jesus far away he ran and worshiped him, and cried 
with a loud voice, and said, What hav Ito do with thee, 
Jesus, thou son of the most high God? I adjure thee, by 
God, that thou torment'me not. (For he said unto him, 
Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit.) And he asked 
him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My 
name js Legion, for we are many. And he besought him 
much that he would notsend them away out of the country. 
Now there was nigh unto the mountains a great herd of 
swine feeding. And all of the devils besought him, saying, 
Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them. And 
forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits 
went out and entered into the swine; and the herd ran vio- 
lently down a steep place into the sea (they were about two 
thousand) and were choked in the sea” (Mark v, 1-18), 

A legion is from three to five thousand, says Webster. So 
it is not surprising that the man should feel a sort of a full- 
ness in his stomach, and at times, when the 5,000 devila were 
having à high old time among themselves, that he should be 
in great distress. But where did so many devils come 
from, since there was but one devil at the outset? Can it 
be that theold devil had been engaged in the overshadowing 
business? Or is it true that all of these devils were once 
holy angels and that God had thrown them out of heaven 
on account of their wickedness? 

The account goes to show that Jesus was possessed of a 
very obliging disposition towards the devils, and the pro- 
gramme, without doubt, was very nice for the devils. But 
don’t you think the arrangement was a little tough on the, 
pigs? Don’t you think that it was a little tough on the 
owner of those hogs? 

Jesus entered into and sanctioned a plan by which a 
peaceable, honest man was robbed of his whole drove of 
hogs, and that, too, just to oblige a miserable nest of devils. 
It was nothing more nor less than a cage of highway rob- 

. bery on the part of Jesus. Now, in my judgment, Jesus 
made & great mistake in not protecting the man’a property. 
He had better hav sent the devils out of the country—sent 
them to hell, and saved the hogs. 

Now I want to ask an honest question. Is therea man or 
a woman in the whole world who, being possessed of full : 
reason, believes this story to be true? Was it an actual 
fact that two thousand hogs were run into the sea by a lot 
of devils, as narrated by St. Mark in the New Testament? ; 
But if you say that this hog-story is but a fable, how do you 
know that the next or that any other statements in the Bible ; 
are not of the same kind? It is told in straightforward, 
plain language, and Jesus says that ‘‘he who believeth not 
shall be damned.” 

If, as it is said, Jesus was able to perform miracles, why 
did he not so arrange as to hav the devils choke in the sea 
instead of in the hogs? By choking the devils to death, 
and then enabling the pigs to swim ashore, Jesus would hav 
done a big thing in the interest of humanity and would hav, 
done the man no harm. i 

Jesus is said to hav cast out seven devils at the time Mary 
Magdalene was not feeling very well. But he never killed 
a single one of them. He was never known to kill a devil; 
but he spent forty days and forty nights in the company of 
one devil up in the mount; went there expressly to be 
tempted by the devil, and I must sav that in fooling away 
80 much valuable time in such bad company he might hav 
spent his time better. . 

Not a devil out of the whole lot was killed; every one 
was again ready for business and ready to enter into an- 
other person when he should find out that he had gone to 
sleep with his mouth open. 

Now believe this story or be damned; and don't say you 
will be damned if you do, but say you will be damned if 
you don't, 

St. John’s, Mich., April 1, 1880. 

— eMM 
“Logic of Facts.—Logic of Errors.” 

To THE EDITOR or Tus TRUTH BSxERER, Kir: Spiritual- 
ism, for many reasons, is like that ‘‘ poor old dog Tray "— 
it gets stoned, kicked, and roughly treated from every 
quarter. Ministers fabricate and teach the vilest falsehoods, 
while Materialists misrepresent and belittle it in à manner 
that proves them io be everything but lovers of fair play. 
'They always know of st least one medium who was, Or is, à 
fraud, and upon that they seem to base all their knowledge 
of Spiritualism. Others, because a few Freelovera happen 
to be Spiritualists, continually repeat, parrot-like, “Oh, 
yes, your Spiritualists are all Freelovers." Such generally 
know more of free lust than they do of Freelove, and they 
know as little of Freelove as they do of Spiritualism. 

Now I demand fair play. If they cannot accede to this, 
then let them mind their businesr, Let us alone. If they 
cannot, or will not, recognize the truth, don’t say anything 
about us or Spiritualism, and it will be better for all con- 


eerned, Ja 


‘In THE TRUTH BEEKER of April 3d, Mr. Charles Audley 
very kindly tells the world that over in Surope he found a 
couple of frauds, snd seems to think because he discovered 
them to be such he has exploded all there is of Spiritualism. 
I will kindly say to Mr. Audley that in his treatment of 
those mediums, as reported in Tam TRUTH SEEKER, he 
simply exposed his ignorance (I had rather say ignorance 
than hatred) of Spiritualism and mediumship. He says 
the following conversation occurred: : : 

"Will Mr. Walker say whether he is now under the con- 
trol of the spirit of Mungo Park or not?” 

“I am under the control of Mungo Park.” 

“Can your control hear and see what I am doing without 
your bodily organs?" l 

“Yes”? — C : 

Now if Mr. Audley had investigated Spiritualism nin 


years instead of lecturing on it, he would hav known that 
that was not a proper question to ask—that Mr. Waiker 
could not answer questions while under the control of 
Mungo Patk or any other spirit; therefore he not only on 
that occasion betrayed his ignorance, but also to every 
reader of Toe TRUTH SEEKER who knows anything about 
Bpiritualism. If Mr. Walker was really controlled by the 
spirit of Mungo Park on that occasion, then that spirit saw 
at once that he had an ignoramus or a cheat to deal with, so 


answered him just as I would. A fool: is answered accord- 
ing to his folly. One of two things is certain: either Mr. 


Audley was answered according to the above rule, or else 


Walker was a fool ora fraud. In the latter case, there is 


not a Spiritualist in the land, of any sense, but would hav 


discovered that there were two frauds or two fools in that 
crowd. 

My opinion is that the spirit discovered Mr.' Audley’s 
motive and business—that he was a lecturer on Spiritual. 
ism, but not a Spiritual lecturer, and would treat the truth 
88 & lie, therefore, in mercy to the man, gave him what he 
wanted—a lie—'* according to his folly.” 

I, for one, do not wish to argue this question with those 
who are not disposed to be just, or who manifest a total 
ignorance of what Spiritualism is. X. A. CHAPMAN, 

Lowell; Mich., April 9, 1880. : 


tl 9———————— 
Romanism the Alpha and Omega of America. 


THEY DISCOVERED IT, EXPLORED IT, GAVE IT IT8 LIBERTY, 
-AND WILL HOLD IT WHEN ALL ELSE FAIL.—EXTRACT 
FROM A LATE SPEECH OF BISHOP GILMORE CF CLEVE- 
LAND, OHIO. 


To raz EDITOR or Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The above- 
named eminent personage of the Roman church of this 
Country has recently delivered himself of a great speech at 
Cleveland, which is published in full in the Cleveland Plain- 
dealer of April 5th, in which he ‘claims that Catholicism 
discovered and explored this country, and that the religious 


‘liberties of this country were copied from the Catholic 


Magna Charta of England, and obtained originally from 
canon law of the Romish church; that the Catholics of 
Maryland were the teachers and givers of our republican 
liberties when the républic was formed, 

He claims now eight million Catholica in this country ; 


admits that many children born in this country of Catholic 


parents leave the church, ànd that their main strength 
comes by emigration direct from Catholic Ireland and other 
Catholic countries, but that in the end they will scoop the 
whole thing. 

He closed his discourse with the following words. I 
quote : E 

Even the present freedom of England, of which Eaglish- 
men are so proud, is the direct result and creation of the 
Catholic Magna Charta of Catholic time. Now, iu the face 
of these facts, which no quibbling nor explaining will suc- 
cessfully change, and for whose accuracy I stand pledged, 
Task; Are Catholics the enemies of republics ? Catholics, 


who hav created and fostered all the republics the world. 


has ever had, and who hav given our great country all the 
Jaws and principles we hav that in any manner make a 
republic at all? Take away the principles of the great 
Catholic Magna Charta on which our republic is built, and 
from which it has all the principles of religious freedom 
which Catholic Maryland taught and gave us; take, away 
our courts and common law, which are the direct creation 
of canon law applied to civil life, and you will hav very 
little left, and very little to boast of, except the carrying out 
and the putting into practice the principles that Catholicity 
created and handed to the world as her gift to mankind. In 
the face of these facts, I ask: Hav Catholics no rights in 
America? Are we here by tolerance? Hav we done noth- 
ing to merit the right to speak and act as free Americans ? 
or hav we done nothing for the country to merit our fair 
share not Only in the direction of public affairs, but in the 
distribution of public favors? Are we. helots? or has the 
Catholic minority no rights in the face of the Protestant 
mejority ? We discovered the country; we explored the 
country ; we hav done more than our full share to open up 
and develop the country; we hav fought for the country; 
we hav given our treasure and our blood for the country; 
we hav given the country the great Magna Charta that 
makes us freemen, and the Catholic church stands to-day 
the only religious element that can or will stem the tide of 
Infidelity and indifferentism that is so wide-spread and so 
gravely threatens to destroy the virtue of the people and 
turn us into a nation of brawlers and demagogues, 


Note further. He continues: - 


Religion is fast passing away; forms and faith are loosing 
their hold on the hearts of the people ; Protestantism has 
run its course and is now living on its past ; it has no future; 
it is like the stately tree that has’ reached its end; it is 
dying at the top or split into fragments, and it no longer 
controls the masses, The crowds that hasten to listen 
to a Beecher preaching a religion without Christ, and 
applaud an Ingersoll preaching beld and open Infidelity, 
tell in words that find no contradiction whither we are drift- 
ing. On the other hand, Catholicity is pre-eminently con- 
servative ; it is one of the grave charges made against the 
church that she will not run with the age. Men need some 


controlling power if they are to be saved from themselves, ! 


and that power is religion. Protestantism is dead and can 
not help us, far less save us.  Catholicity is a living religion 
and will endure to thefend. Zt alone can or will save us; 


and asit has given us the basis and germ of all we havin - 
the principles of civil and religious liberty, so it will giv us 
the religion we crave, the strength we need, and the star 
that is to guide us through the perilous sea we are now upon. 
Kipion, O., April 8, 1880. Da. ANDREWS. 
ee 


Science, Falsely So Called. 


To THE Evrror or Tas TauTH SEEKER, Sir: The recent 
birth at Philadelphia of a young elephant, and the manner 
in which it procures nourishment from its mother, remind 
us how naturalists, in the name of science, hav been for 
ages misleading the people. Science means knowledge in 
contradistinction to belief, founded on mere hearsay evi- 
dence. Before these scientific writers laid down the state- 
ment in their books that a new-born elephant, in a way 
nobody could conceive of, drew milk from its mother’s teats 
by itsitrunk, or proboscis, they should hav gone to the 
natural habit of the animal and observed the fact. But 
arching their proud brows with a consciousness of the 
infallibility of theit own ipse dizit, they dogmatically taught 
two errors. First, that elephants never bred in captivity ; 
and secondly, that the young elephant in his native wilds 
drew milk from its mother’s udder by means of its trunk. 
Hebe, the mother of the young calf at Philadelphia, which 
it is proposed to christen “ America,” is an elephant in 
captivity, and her offspring, when it feeds, sucks like a 
lamb, a colt, or any other mammal. 

A few years ago Mr. Bradford, of Enon Valley, Pa., pub- 
lished a little tract in Taz TRUTA SEWEER on the method by 
which marsupial animals propagated their kind. Besides 
shocking the delicate sensibilities of Mr. Comstock, who 
charged Mr, Bennett with obscenity for publishing it, and 
who was ridiculed at Washington for his ignorance, this 
tract created a division among people addicted to the study 
of natural history; one party saying, Pooh ! pooh! because 
Prof. Owen, of England, has declared in his book that, 
although the marsupials are implacental animals, they are 
nevertheless placental animals ; and that the young kanga- 


‘roo and the young opossum are created in a womb, where 


they sustain some kind of a placental relation to their 
mothers, while the other party cited the evidence of obsery- 


ers that the method of propagation was otherwise. 


The arrogance and presumption of sc-called “ scientific ? 


men in declaring things to be true which they do not know 
t2 be true, cannot be too severely reproved, and it shows 


that dogmatism, in its most offensive form, is not confined 
to the church, which claims a “thus saith the Lord” for 
all its deliverances. It would bea very easy thing to pro- 


cure a pair of opossums and carefully watch the modus 
propagandi, so that the observer could be able to say svo, I 
lf naturalists wonld . . 


know, instead of credo, I believe. | 
make this experiment, instead of jabbering dogmatic non. 
sense, I think they would discover that an implacental 
animal is not a placental animal, but that the young of a 
marsupial grows naturally on the teat of its mother in akind 


of rudimental state, and remains so until it is vivified in the - 
manner described by Mr. Bradford in his tract, 
ment, or a theory, or an assertion js not worth one grain of 
Sand in the presence of opposing facts. Dr. Lardner made 


An argu. 


an argument which concerned everybody, that Uranus was 


the outermost planet in our solar system. But Galle, in - 
Germany, afterwards discovered Neptune far beyond the 
orbit of Uranus, 


What was his argument worth? Noth- 
ing. It is a very easy thing for a naturalist who scouts 
the Baconian systems of induction to make an ass of him- 
self without appearing to know the fact, 

A SEEKER AFTER TRUTH, 


George R. Wendling. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: It was 
announced by flaming handbills posted in many conspicu- 
ous places in our town that “George R. Wendling, the 
king of the platform, would deliver his famous lecture ; 


subject, ‘Reply to Ingersoll from a secular standpoint,’ " 
etc., etc., the faithful agreeing to raise him sixty-four dol- 
lars for the same. f 


He came and delivered the aforesaid lecture on Saturday 


evening, the 27ıh inst., but failed to make any decided im- 


pression upon his audience except that it was lucky for him 
that Ingersoll was a long way off. 

During Saturday afternoon some two or three hundred 
copies cf the open letter to him were distributed about town 
and one copy sent the speaker, who also saw some of them 
during the afternoon. No reply was made or allusion to it 
during the lecture, and it was expected by many that he 
would reply to it on Sunday evening, but, strange to say, 


he Could not possibly stay, Sunday though it was; and as no 


trains run on our railroad that day he got some railroad 
hands to take him on a hand-car to the next county seat at 
a cost of at least five times as much as if he had waited for 
Monday’s train, looking very much as if he had not the 
ability and courage to answer the ugly questions in said let- 
ter, and that also he, while advertising to make ‘an 
unanswerable vindication of Christianity,” had but little 
respect for the sanctity of the Christian Sabbath. But of 
such is the kingdom of—orthodoxy. Joun T. MILLER, 


The following is the open letter referred to : 


Mrmpais, Mo., March 20, 1880. 
To Gro. R. WENDLING : From posters in town, I see you 
are to answer ‘‘Ingersoll from a secular standpoint." I 


looked in a dictionary and find that secular means '' world. 


ly, not spiritual,” If admitting that your Bible is a myth 
and a. fable, and you hav no defense for it that will pags 
with thinking people who read it, then how will you answer 
Ingersoll ? : ` 

gather from your term, ‘secular standpoint,” that you 
argue that "tis better to believe a lie than to know the truth: 


The 


rui) Seeker, "April 95, 1880. 
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and if you will come out square on that kind of standpoint 
ye wi find plenty of able men to argue that point with 
you, AS 

You say, ' Go to Ingersoll for consolation for the death 
of a dear one |" Isay no! Go to the Christian religion 
and console yourself that there are infants in hell only a 
span long. Go to Jesus, who says that many are called but 


we include the whole secular army. Materialists, Spiritual- 
ists, Free-Religionists, etc., are simply members of divis- 
ions of this army. Bro. Mitchell must not forget that a 
large proportion of the Spiritualists are not at all interested 
in practical reforms, "They spend their whole time in gap- 
ing into cabinets and dreaming of the ''Summer Land,” 


as the basis for our condemnation of him. Nor do we call 
him names without telling why we do it, as thee did in 
repeating the words of the New York Observer, calling 
Paine “ worthless, profligate, and unprincipled,” as well as 
blackguard, and giving no reason why. Had the whole 
train of facts that led to these accusations been related 


few are chosen, and that many go the broad and few the 
narrow road ; he who came not to bring peace but a sword: 
to set the father against the son and the son against the 
father; he who cursed a fig-tree, and sends the accursed 
(who will not hate father and mother, brother and sister 
and follow him) into everlasting fire prepared for the devil 
and his imps ; he whose religion to establish and perpetuate 
has caused rivers of blood to flow—enough to float all the 
navies in the world, 


Per contra, a great many Materialists as well as Spiritual-; Paine would hav been proved a true hero, a wise man, and 
ists are nothing but mondy-making machines; they do noth- a noble, self-sacrificing patriot. It is not with him as it 
ing for humanity except what may incidentally result from is with your mythical Christ. Thousands who read those 
their idolatrous devotion to self. Now both of these classes accusations and quoted utterances of Paine and Adams 
are stumbling-blocks in the way of advancing. humanity. : hav no means of knowing what called them forth, and 80 
Bro. Mitchell cannot fail to be aware that the best Spiritual- ; will be falsely deluded into a belief of the unworthiness of 
ists, those that hav done and are doing the most for social Mr. Paine. "Whereas, every one has a Bible, and if he has 
and kindred reforms, are heartily cursed by the great mass none and is too poor to buy one he can hav the present of 


.l hear that you fume about the Paris Commune, but are 
silent about the Spanish Inquisition, the rack, the prison, 
the thumbscrews, and fagot, the Protestant laws of Eng- 
land that hanged, then disemboweled and quartered Catho- 
lics, then boiled and hung the quarters up in public places. 
Do you touch on the Salem witchcraft and then say ’tis bet- 
ter to believe your Bible than to know thetruth ? You call 
the pagans, the Mohammedans, and other believers in gods 
and devils, Infidels, and they call you the same, and then 
you show up that the Infidels hav tanned Bibles and mur- 
dered. People. I defy you to show an instance wherein 
believers in no god or gods, or saviors, or devils ever 
persecuted others on account of difference of opinion. 

The following is some of the inspiration from the God 
you would hav us believe in: Exodus xvii, 18, “Thou shalt 
not suffer a witch to liv.” How many thousands hav been 
put,to death on account of that divine verse ? Num. xxxi, 
17, 18, ‘‘ Now, therefore, kill every male among the little 
ones, and every woman that hath known man by lying with 
him ; but all the women-children that hav not known man 
by lying with him keeep alive for yourselves.” Nice piece 
. of inspiration, isn't it? Yet such commands, and even 
worse, are frequently given in your Bible. Would a just 

God giv the husband only the right to be divorced from the 

wife, and not giv the woman the same privilege for the same 

offenses ? Read the eleventh chapter of Judges. 

Ingersoll don't take stock in a God who delivers up a 

‘nation to be murdered for thet kind of pay; read the 
fourteenth chapter of Judges, nineteenth verse, where to 
pay off a debt your God helps a man kill thirty others. 

Read the eleventh and twelfth chapters of 2 Samuel, aB ut 

how the saint David got another man’s wife, then notice ia 

particular the eleventh and twelfth verses of the twelfth 

‘chapter. See how David is punished, and the thin pretext 

upon which your God kills the innocent little child. 

Your Bible is full of just such justice as this. (Read 
Hosea xiii, 16.) Are you prepared to defend the God of 
Hosea ? Read 1 Sam. xvi, 2—how your God instructs a 
man to tell a lie. I say read and reread the whole mess of 
garbage, and see that the more you read the lesa you will 
believe, or any other man. L 

It on the rock Christ you build your dogmas, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against you, why are you so con- 
cerned about Iagersoli? 1s it not the finest church and the 
best-paid preacher, the best music and easiest seats that 
draw the crowd? Do you get converts by reading or 
explaining God's word? Do you not hav to picture death- 
bed scenes to scare the wicked, and tell affecting stories to 
catch the good ? Doyou not tell stories suited to all phases 
of humanity ? .Do you know more about any god or devil 
tban I do? Is yours or any minister's promise to pay con- 
sidered any better in business circles than Ingersoll’s? If 
you don’t propose to defend the Jewish Jehovah and his 
God-book, what in the earth are you after around out here 
answering Ingersoll, where he has never been and is hardly 
known? 

Perhaps you are after the $64. Ingersoll has offered $100 
to any minister who would read to his audience certain pas- 
sages of Holy Writ. Pethaps he will make you the same 
offer. That will beat $64, and you won't hav to put on any 
great degree of eloquence to satisfy the audience. Ready 
to hear from you at any time, I remain, 


Yours respectfully, Joun T, MILLER. 


Dissent.—Assent. 


To THE Epitor or Tar TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: While I 
agree with Mr. Herbold that Materialism and Spiritualism 
&re the very antitheses of each other, and that they are to be 
the final eontestants on the scientific and metaphysical bat- 
tle-fields of the future, [ cannot agree with him that it 
would be the better for us and the cause of Freethought to 
sever our connection with the Spiritualistic wing of the 
Liberal army. The question before us to-day is not the 
truth cf Spiritualism or of Materialism, but the very exist- 
ence of our free institutions and the sovereignty of the indi- 
vidual, There are too many practical reforms awaiting our 
recognition, too much work for humanity needing to be 
done, for us to waste our time and strength contending with 
each other. We should lay our own ,ism aside and join 
hands and hearts to elevate our kind, to destroy tyrannies, 
to establish justice, and to usher in the era of love and lib- 
erty. We hav complained of the narrowness and bigotry 
of Christians; we hav seen and condemned their pharisee- 
ism, their refusal to work shoulder to shoulder with those 
of differing beliefs for the practicalization of reforms, and 
now shall we imitate them? I sincerely hope not, and 
trust that we shall not be so blind as to fail to see the com- 
ing storm wherein all who do not bow the knee to the 
respectable powers that be will be swept from the face of 
the earth unless they shall be wise enough to combine and 
work together against priestly and plutocratic tyranny. 

On the other hand, I am sorry to see Bro, Mitchell make 
auch sweeping assertions as he does in THE TRUTH SEEKER 
of April 8d. In claiming so much for Spiritualism he as 
fully lays himself open to criticism as did Mr. Herbold. 
He must not forget that a great many things hav combined 
to liberalize public sentiment in the last half century. Mr. 
Mitchell talks as though Infidelity and Spiritualism were 
two entirely distinct things. 1 consider that Spiritualists 
and Materialists are but two separate divisions of the great 
Freethought or Infidel army. I decidedly objzct to the use 
of the phrase ‘‘ Spiritualist and Liberalists.” It would in- 
dicate that Spiritualists are not Liberals. To a great extent 
this is not true, and so such misleading language should be 
eschewed. You do not hear Materialists make use of this 
expression, When we gay ''Freethinkers," * Liberals,” 


Paine-Ingersoll- Underwood. portion. 
thus named thee says, “ Ido not believe either to be hon- 
est,” and quotes Underwood as saying ‘‘he would not ad- 
vise any one to believe as he; but he lectured to make 
money.” 
true, and think I hav more good ground for my belief than 
thee has, judging from the record of the men thee endeav- 
ors to malign. 
about Paine, no one who has read his life and works can 
believe him dishonest, and while he lived no one dared 
call him so. 
though not for his credit, as will appear yet in the vindica- 
tion of the ag2s under the '* Consensus of the Competent.” 
As to Underwood, I must hav more proof than the say-s0, 


E. C. WALKER. 


———— 9 —— ———— 


Reply to the Dodd Card.—Concluded. 


NO. III. 


Having effectually disposed of the Paine-Adama-Wash- world's;great human saviors. 
ington part of the card I will now say a few words on the j kinship to Deity in him. He was essentially and wholly 
Of the three men| man, but a great, wise, and just man, and he labored for 


Now I believe all three to be honest, sincere, and 
In spite of all the clerical falsehoods told 


He was in fact too honest for his own good, 


‘Sone who told thee,” that he said he would not advise 
any one to believe as he, or that he merely lectures to 
make money. His whole life-record givs the lie to this 
assertion. He is all the time advising us all to believe 
precisely as he does. No true, honest lecturer will utter 
sentiments he does not advise his hearers to believe in. 
Why, Underwood could make five hundred dollars where 
he makes one now if he would come right out as a full 
believer in Christianity, and preach as much for it and the 
church as he has against it. ^ One genuine recantation of a 
real Atheistical, non-Spiritualistic Materialist would be 
worth millions to Christian churches to-day! They hav 
never known or heard of one, and hav always labored 
under the disadvantages of being compelled to manufac- 
ture Cases to suit their purposes. 

In view of all this if Underwood really thought his views 
erroneous or unadvisable he would at once retract them, 


of phenomena-loving Spiritualists, Is this not true, my | one by the asking, and so can read the story of the son of 
brother in progress ? Let us be tolerant and just. 


Mary for himself, and see who is right and who is wrong 
concerning its various statements. 

While owning that Thomas Paine was not perfection 
personified, as you claim your son of God was, we fear not 
to compare at any time the records of the two men. We 
Infidels revere the memory of Thomas Paine as one-of the 
There was no pretense of 


the highest good of his fellow-creatures, and personal 
comfort and personal aggrandizement he never sought for. 
Fame and glory were not his object. But to do good waa 
his only and sole aim; and knowing this, it pains us to 
hear his character traduced and misrepresented age after 


age by upstarts of theologians, many of whom hav never 


read a single page of his writings or a line of his true biog- 
raphy. Paine, like Ingersoll and Underwood, was born too 
soon for his personal comfort. His far-seeing mind 
reached out into the future and saw truth in all its entirety. 
He felt that duty called him to giv his prophetic glimpses to 
the world as a sacred legacy. He knew too well how slan- 
der would blacken his honorable name and blast his fair 
fame, but he-said to his conscience: 
“ I must do nothing, or I must do all; 
My thought must act, or it wilt sting to death. 
It must go forth and be a living breath; 
Nerve the strong arm and set the brain on fire, 
And in the mighty deed full worth acquire.” 
Snouville, Va., April 7, 1880. Ermina D. SLENKRER. ` 


———— — M ——— —— 


A Letter from Mr. Gilmore's Christian. 


[We always wish to be fair with the Christians, even if 
they are not with the Infidels, and to that end giv Mr. 
Walker a chance to be heard. If he does not wish to burn 
Mr. Gilmore, he is different, probably, from most orthodox 
church-members, and we Congratulate him upon the pro- 
gress he has made toward Infidelity.—Ebp. T. 8 ] 


Mn. Enrror, Dear Sir : Not being one of the admirers of 


and "make money" honestly by speaking his true senti- YOur views, politically or ethically, I should not trouble 


ments. No, no, friend Dodd, that story is a little ‘‘too 
thin.” And as for Ingersoll charging two hundred dollars 
a night and taking a dollar from poor men “for blasphem- 
ing God and mocking the Savior," it is of a piece with the 
rest of the tirade. 

Ifa poor man prefers to spend a dollar once in hearing 
Ingersoll tell a few plain truths and pleasant jokes, and 
ridicule mythival deities and saviors, to spending forty or 
fifty dollars a year for pew rent and church dues and mis- 
sionary purposes, and take it out in hearing dull platitudes, 
manufaetured slanders, and dire denunciations on all nat- 
ural pleasures and legitimate loves and joys, is he not wise 
in so doing? It is a shame to defame so good a man as In- 
gersoll. Why, his whole public record has been one of 
love, tenderness, and charity. He not long since sent fifty 
dollars to a poor washerwoman who he heard was getting 
too old to longer make a living at the wash-tub, and he has 
actually given away more dollars in one year than your 
paragon, Jesus Christ, did in.his whole life—taking your 
divinely-inapired volume as a record of his charities. True 
he pretended to bestow health, restore the blind, heal the 
leper, and expel devils, but it is very questionable if he 
really did these things; and even if he did, do we not: hear 
of just as remarkable cures being now performed by “‘ heal- 
ers” in the Spirituai ranks, or by bits of plaster picked 
from the walls of a church where some vision sight-seer 
chances to behold the image of the holy Virgin? The three 
men thee condemus never manufactured wine for a crowd 
who were already '' well drunken," or advised people to 


hate father and mother and other relatives and friends; to; 


take no thought fot the morrow, but liv off their more in- 
dustrious neighbors. Nor hav they ever once advised 
or commanded any person to ‘‘ believe or be damned," or 
called people serpents or vipers, or cursed trees because 
they did not bear fruit out of season. Nor do they call 
out to hav their enemies brought before them and slain, 
These things are no trumped-up tales, but are all facts 
drawn right from the pages of your infallible, holy, and 
sacred schogl book. If every vile deed ever done by every 
Infidel in the world could be penned down in some great 
record volume of ‘‘deeds done in the body,” for which 
account should be given in * the day of judgment ” whereof 
thee warns me to “‘ beware,” I would sooner answer for them 
all than the one heartless, cruel, sbominable, and terrible sin 


that your paragon of Christian perfection committed when ; 


be said, ‘‘ Believe or be damned!” All the countless, 
innumerable Woes, miseries, and sufferings of the billions 
of trillions of people who hav trod the bosom of old 
mother earth for millions of years are as nothing to the 
agony that would be experienced by barely one of those 
poor wretches whom your savage, vengeful, relentless 
tyrant of & priest—Jesus Christ—condemned to an eternal 
and never-ending damnation! We do not judge this 
Savior of yours by what his enemies hav said about him, 


but we take your own acknowledged biographical utterances | 


myself to answer what I deem your mere personal errors or 
Opinions, since I am like the good Scotch dame who 
refused to join in the cry against Infidelity, saying, '* If the 
Lord can stand it I can.” But in- your issue of April 10th, 
in an article on Farley, Mr. Gilmore assails me, as I think, 
unjustly. That I called him honest, truthful, etc,, I admit 
and believe; but when he says I swore, he will, I fear, 
receive as little credence as when he suggests Christians or 
others ever swear from inebriety, at least in Iowa, for we 
hav a prohibition state. That I wished to burn him, etc., 
ia certainly the mere phantom of a disordered mind or, 
haply, a forecast of dreaded things to come after he shall 
hav shuffled off this mortal coil. It is possible I wished to 


heated imagination and calm the fever of his anti-popery 
hallucinations; but to touch a hair of his head, or even to 
hav him leave the town, would be far from my wish, as we 
would lose an exemplary and hard-working citizen from eur 
little town, and I at least should miss his witty, if some- 
times wicked, raillery, which, as a lawyer, and therefore not 
supposed to hav more than my share of righteousness, 
amuses meas much, I suppose, a8 any one, and injurea the 
cause of true faith as little as the barking of a dog at the 
foot of a tree does the £quirrel at the top, 

If faith is of God, it will stand, and the attacks of Infi- 
delity cannot prevail against it, and therefore is harmless, 
unless, as with Bi. Peter of old, some officious Christians 


attempt to retaliate and with impious hands presume God’s 
bolts to throw, inatead of waiting in Christian faith and 
charity for God to open their eyes and’ perhaps take. the 


of the present. Respectfully, 
Farley, Iowa, April 12, 1830. Grogan E, WALKER. 


A Private Letter from L. M. Ticknor, Esq, to 
Dr. Andrews. 


Your card duly read, with its words of cheer and encour- 
agement, thanks; and also for TuE Trura SERKER, full of 
good, rich reading matter; they helped me over Sunday 
nicely. . 

It seems to me the paper grows better and better. I note 
the time is nearly at hand when tha “old hero” Bennett 
is to be let outof prisop, to again mingle with his fellows, a 
free man. I would like to meet him. I wonder what 
ingtrument for further torture they will hav ready for him. 
| The hell-hounds of superstition" hav no idea of letting 

up; they will follow him like tke pack of dogs that they 
are, Bnifflag for his very life's blood. - 

How quickly they would roast him over a ‘green wood 
fre" had they the power, and all for ''OCürists sake.” 
How long will these things last? How long must the 
church with her hands stained for ages in the blood of her 
innocent victims continues to grasp at the throats and 


throttle the life from out the brightest and best men and 


women earth has produced? And all under the garb ot 
piety, and in the name of purity. It does seem as if some- 
| thing might be done during the next campaign to right a. 
few at least of these wrongs. Yours truly 

Sterling, IN., March 12, 1880, L, M. Troxnon. 


pour a little allegorical oil on the raging fire of his over- ` 


beams out that blind them too much to the narrow vision - 


A 


265 


The Truth Seeker, April 25, 1880. 


— She Dienth Becker. 
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The Other Side of the Story. 


A few weeks ago we gave copious extracts from Dexter 
A. Hawkin's anti-Catholic pamphlet showing how that 
church had robbed the treasuries of this state and city of 
many Millions in the last nine years. The Catholics now 
retort by publishing a pamphlet giving the Protestant 
stealings from the same places. The pamphlet also devotes 
considerable space to answering Clarence Cook's Atlantic 
Monthly articles. ` 

The compiler of this little exposé nds that there has been 
given to the various Protestant s0-called charities, but really 

. manufactories of Protestant Christians, nineteen pieces of 
property, worth in the aggregate immense sums. 

The "Colored Orphans’ Asylum,” an institution devoted to 
the religious care of negro children, received a grant of 
twenty valuable lots, now worth at least $500,000 dollars, 
besides drawing from the state and city treasuries per capita 
allowances for the support of the inmates. 

The ‘Protestant Episcopal Asylum,” a strictly denomi- 


national institution of the Episcopal church, obtained 8. 


practical gift of land on Lexington avenue and Forty-ninth 
street of twelve lots, worth about $250,000. The city 
leases it to the church for an annual rental of one dollar. 

The *' Baptist Ladies’ Home," a so- called benevolent in- 
stitution, which demands a fee of $100 before it will admit 
an indigent old Baptist lady, receives for the same rental 
(its lease ia for ninty-nine years) a tract of land comprising 
ten lots between Lexington and Fourth avenues worth 
about $250,000. 

The “Chapin Home” is a Universalist benevolent con- 
cern which exacts the modest sum of $300 before it will 
open its doors to poverty-stricken and bed-ridden Universal- 
ista; Only about forty or fifty persons are seat to heaven 
annually on these terms, but the society occupies land worth 
$200,000 at a rent of $1 per annum. It strikes -us that the 
city could support these persons by boarding them around 
at less expense than giving them all this land besides pay. 
ing a per capita allowance. f 

The House of Refuge on Rardsll’s Isiand in the East 
River is algo a sectarian concern, run entirely by Protest- 
ants and for their benefit. It costs the city about $180,000 
a year to run it. Various lots in the city hav been given to 
this society. . 

The ‘Nursery and Child's Hospital” is another *'char- 
itable ” Protestant institution, which costs the city a little 
over $100,000 a year to run. ‘Tue city also gave it a 
lease at $1 per year of fifteen city lots. The state con- 
tributed heavily towards the cost of its buildings. 

Bt. Philips Church for Colored Persons is .a Protestant 
Episcopal sanctuary in First street. It, of course, pays no 
taxes, The city conveyed to it, for one dollar, a plot of land 
50x200 feet (four city lots) for a burial ground. 

The “ Church of the Redeemer” is another beneficiary 
that subsists on the charity of the city, using, during the 
pleasure of the Common Council, a plot of ground 204x200 
feet on Fourth avenue and Eighty-first street, worth at 
least $100,000. 

Bt. Luke's Hospital is a denominational inetitution, which 
provides for the inmates ''the ministrations of the gospel 
agreeably to the doctrines of the Protestant Episcopal 
church.” A ''sisterhood" ia connected with the church. 
The Protestant Episcopal service is held daily in the sick 
warde, thus aggravating, as we should suppose, the diseases 
of the inmates. Patients receiving treatment, except in 
cases of sudden accident, are required to pay. The city 
granted them one of the finest lots of ground in the city 
{twenty-four lots) for $1 per year. 

These aro a few of the innumerable instances wherein the 
city government has voted away solid blocks of land to 
sectarian parties. The Protestanta are no less rapacious and 
unscrupulous than the Catholics. . 

This pamphlet argues that if money and land are given 
£0 one they should be given toanother. But who knows of 
any leasing of whole blocks to Infidel societies tor $1 per 
year? How much chance would a man hav who should 
introduce such a resolution into either our Common 
Council or mate Legislature ? 

Among the Yael sums of money drawn from the treasury 
for the church, thoygh disguieed under charitable disguises, 
are: 

To the New York Orphan Asylum, an institution which 
only indentures children to Progestants, in the past few 
years, $52,204.51, 

The Leake and Watts Orphan House, & Protestant secta- 
rian establishment, $22,975.49. 

The Colored Orphan’s Asylum, besides the large aquo 
„of land, has received $176,157. 24. 

‘The Protestant Half Orphan Asylum, $62,089.94. 


The Orphans Home and Asylum of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church has received a twenty years’ lease of the 
land it occupies, for $1 per year, besides the comfortable 
&mount of $ 28,000 in cash. i 

There are twenty-one Protestant sectarlam institutions 
which under ‘the guise of charity dráw from $2,000 to $100,- 
000 per annum from the public treasurg, eleven reformatories 
drawing from $1,000 to $10,000 per year, fifteen asylums for 
adults drawing about the same, and seventeen hospitals, 
together with several *' special" institutions. — 

. The author of this book makes the charge that these insti- 
tutions *' use charity only as an auxiliary to proselytism,” a 
charge easi!y-capable of verification against either the Prot- 
estaut or Catholic church. 

. It is an old saying that when rogues fall out honest men 
get their dues, and so with these two powerful religious 
bodies. When they get to recriminating each other the Lib- 
erals will learn how deep in iniquity they both are sunk, 
We hope to see the fight go on. f : 


Spiritualism and Materialism. . 


A somewhat heated, if not acrimonious, discussion has 
been going on in the columns of Tug TRUTH SEEKER for 
the past few weeks. We hav been strictly neutral and 
entirely impartial in presenting the two sides, printing 
nearly every letter sent, denying none a hearing that pre- 
sented their ideas in courteous terms. A few—on both 
sides—hav exceeded the limits of courtesy, and hav, conse- 
quently, been laid.sside. We hav on hand severel more 
communications, which will be presented as soon as space 
will permit. 

Some Materialists propose to accept the aid of Spiritual- 
ists only es long as necessary to accomplish acertain work 
and then throw them overboard. We regret to see this 
spirit; it is too nearly skin to the Protestant style of con- 


solidating to fight their ‘mother church" and then breaking. 


up into innumerable sects to quarrel and contend with each 
other. Liberals, whether they believe in a future life or 
not, hav no cause to wage war upon each other, even 
though it be in the harmless way of newspaper articles. 

We think that all those who believe in freedom; who 


believe in granting to others the same rights they claim for ' 


themselves; who believe that the world will be better and 
happier by the lifting from its brain of the dead weight of 
the superstitious creeds and dogmas that hav for so many 
long years lain upon it; who think that this earth is not a 
house of detention for souls to prepare to be transported 
over the river to be shut up forever in a golden prison, with 
the Almighty for a jailer; who reject the “inspiration” of 
the ‘‘ scriptures” and refuce to believe that the ruler of the 
universe was bora of a woman, cau work harmoniously, 
side by side, to bring about the reformation in matters of 
opinion and liberty of the great mass of the people of this 
country. i 

It is true some Spiritual sts look with favor on the churcb, 
and Beck to curry favor with the ministers by loud profes- 
sions of purity and piety in about equal proportions; but so 
do some so-called Liberals. We hav seen a truckling on the 
part of some “ Liberals" and Materialists to the Chr'stian 
church that, were we a Spiritualist, would disgust us most 
heartily. But both Spiritualists and Materialists are, in 
the vast majority of instances, opposed to a sham profession,. 
and heartily unite in fighting the enemy so zoalously seeking 
to undermine our constitutional religious privileges; and 
while doing this there should be no recriminations and 
pharisaiea] holding at arm's length on either side. What- 
ever differences of opinion there may be as to the possibil- 
ity or desirability of another world, all are agreed that this 
one can and should be made better.’ But this cannot be 
done by the two wings standing apart and throwing moral 
brickbats at each other. They must come together and 
join hands, Then can they more unitedly fire on the 
enemy’s works and force him to demand a truce. 

Within the last few years there hav been serious encroach- 
ments made upon the liberties of the people of the United 
States by religious bigots, and it seems as though the battle 


-had to be fought by the Liberals and Liberal press of the 


country. The secular mass, a8 well as the religious press, 
seem dead to the issue. Because their liberty is not 
invaded, because they are not shut up in prison, they look 
with indifference at the efforts of the Protestant Jesuits and 
seem to think there is no danger. They regard it as impos- 
sible for the chureh to revive the medieval horrors of her 
reign, and go to &leep, trusting that things will take care of 
themselves. So the Liberals are left alone to fight single- 
handed against an organization that has been centuries in 
perfecting its machinery of cruelty and'power. It needs all 
the fighting force that can be mustered, and internal differ- 
ences must be dropped. 

There is not such a very wide chasm between the two 
branches of Freethinkers as some would make out. Both 
are 6pposed to tyranuy and in favor of liberty. Beth relig- 
ions, if we may cal] them by such a name, are creedless if 
not godless ; and dogmas are unknown in either. Both 
believe in making the world better. Both are in favor of 
education, intelligence, and the diffusion of knowledge. 
Both are opposed to the maintenance of a non-producing 
priesthood to liv on the labors of others and build them 
selves up by keeping the people ignorant. Both are striving 
to know the true, and if one sees & heaven full of flowers 
while the other knows only the grave of dissolution, it pan 
be easily reconciled. Both can journey together till they 
come to the tomb; the rest the future can take care of, 
Both are opposed. to imprisoning men for their opinions, 
knowing that cur thoughts are chainless 8s the wind and 
roam withersocver they will. lf.there is another world the 
best pre aration for it is a life well spent here, In our opin- 
ion works are of more importance than faith. Faith in the 
right, in the true, the good, in the human race, js Well 


enough, but faith in some mythological deity or heaven is 
not essential to happiness here or hereafter. The Materialist . 
can go along with the Spiritualist till they reach the end. 
If the one rises the other is pretty sure to. There is no need 
of worrying over what at the best must remain an unsolved 


problem to many if not all of us. 
ee ag SR 


A Correction. 


In Taz TRUTH BREKER of March 13th appeared a letter 
from Mr. Trenchard, of Ouray, Col., in which he seemed 
-to charge a Mr. A. F. Kibbe, of Brooklyn, N. Y., with 
doing several rather immoral things while engaged in Col- 
orado in superintending the erection of mining works. We 
‘received a call from Mr. Kibbe the other day in regard to 
it. 
Colorado and Brooklyn, which convinced us that Mr.. 
p Trenchard was wrongly informed. Mr. Kibbe is not so 
pious and therefore not so wicked as stated in the letter of 
' Mr. Trenvhard, and we wish to do him no injustice. He 
i appeared to us a straightforward, honest, sober man, and 
we regret that anything derogatory to his character as such 
should hav appeared in these columns. He spoke highly of 
Mr. Trenchard, with whom he stopped for a short time 
while in Colorado, and expressed himself as entirely unable 
.to see why such a story should hav emanated from him. 
He thinks some enemy has made use of Mr. Trenchará's. 
name to do injury to both. 
-—Ó— __—. 


Simultaneous Meetings on Muy 2d. 


The friends of a free press, free speech, free mails, whose 
exemplar and advocate and martyr Mr. Bennett is, very 
naturally wish to make the demonstration in his behalf on 
his liberation as widely extended as possible. If it can take 
! national shape it will hav a grand effect. . 
While we here, at his home and at the center of affairs, 
' are greeting him personally, if we could know that in a` 
1houssmd placesin the United States and Canada, wherever he 
! has a few friends or where there is a League or other Liberal 
association who would meet to greet him in spirit and talk ` 
over the situation in the interest of freedom, it would hold 
up our hands here and giv multiplied interest and signifi- 


‘would send us a telegram, giving a brief but stirring senti- 
ment, and stating the fact of such a meeting at such a 
place, it would be a very graceful and every way effective 
thing for the Liberals of this free republic to do. We. 
would like also any longer statement, resolution, or protest 
that such meetings may choose to make, to be sent us by 
mail for publication with the proceedings here. 


graph will practically make us one grand mass convention 
and indignation meeting all over the land. Our meeting here 
will be certainly three and probably four hours in session— 


from eight till nearly twelve o’clook at night; Whén it is ~ 


eight here it will be only a little past seven in Chicago and 
St. Louis. A little attention to the difference of time will 
bring the telegrams to the New York meeting at the right 
hour. A few spirited telegrams to be read to the New York 
audience as received wil add to the enthusiasm of the 
demonstration here and extend its influence, E 

We hope to see thelocal Leagues generally meet on that 
evening and resolve and protest and telegraph us their 
action. The Leagues and Liberal associations and groups 
of Liberals everywhere should set aside all the asporsions 
and scandals against Mr. Bennett, and ignore even his own 
errors if he has committed any. They hav nothing to do 
with the fact that his imprisonment is.an outrageous inva- 
sion of freedom of the press. The dearest priaciples advo- 
cated by the fathers and embedded by them in the founda- 
tion of the republic are violated in his imprisonment. It 
makes him the representative of them all; and, as such, he 
should be sustained. j 

Friends in the East, West, North, aud South, let us forget 
not the assembling of'ourselves together, and let us hear 
from you on the evening of the 21 of May. 

Full address, Hon. Elizur Wright, President Bennett Re- 
ception, Chickering Hal, New York. But probably at 
most telegraph offices just the brief address, ''Elizur 
Wright, Chickering Hall, New York,” will do. We shall 
hav a special understanding with the offices here for a proper - 
delivery of all messages. DANIEL E. Ryan, 

l Chairman Rec. Com. 
—— 9-49 9————— —— N 


To the Auxiliary Liberal Leagues, 


GazETING: All members and friends of the National ^ 


Liberal] League who favor the progress of secular ideas are 
invited to attend the Bennett reception on Bunday evening, 
May $d, at Chickering Hall, New York Oity. Those who 
cannot be present can send telegrams to ''Eligur Wright," 
Chickering Hall.” j i 
It is hoped that the true friends of the canse will lay aside. 
all private criticisms and let their voice he heard in favor of 
humanity and progress on this occasion. It is our common. 
cause, and the enemy that sent Bennett to prison will, if 
strong enough, scon attack every one of us found differing 
in opinion or practice from the dogmas or rites of the 
church, We must by prompt action prevent such religious 
wars here as hav devastated Europe, Let us hava rousing 
greeting from East and West, A. L. Rawson, 
84 Bond st., New York. Bec. N, L. L, 


To the Members and Contributors of 
National Defense Association, 

FRIENDS : On the evening of Sunday, May 2d, the Ben- 

nett reception will be held in Chickering Hall, New York 

|eity. We shall welcome the return of the victim of Cum- 

‘stock’s vengeance from a modern bastile, where he has been 

„held for eleven months by sectarian hate, aided by unjust 


He showed us letters from prominent men of both | 


cance to the occasion. If also the officers of such meetings ` 


The tele- : 


the — 


paren mmm na 


laws. Our bands bav been strengthened by money and 
.gympathetic.words on all occasions, and funds are now 
pouring in generously for present use. Let us hav from 
those who cannot be present telegrams of sympathy and 
encouragement from all our friends all round the horizon 
that will light up the sky of church domination, and giv us 
hope of final success in our secular work, —— 
Sg A. L, Rawson, 
Pres, N. D. A. 


———— —* 9— ————— 


The Penalty of Infidelity. 


The village of Irwin's Station, Pa., has a Liberal League. 
Some of the most prominent citizens are members of it, In 
January, 1879, the League engaged B. F, Underwood, the 
noted Infidel lecturer, to deliver a series of discourses. 
The schoolhouse in the village does duty, on all occasions, 
as a town hall. The League contracted with Dr. McCor- 
mick, president of the school board, for the use of the 
school building during the Underwood lecture course. ` The 
lectures were announced in the local. papers of the county. 
The churches took the matter up. On the Sunday previous 
to the time set for the first appearance of Underwood, all 
the preachers in Irwin made the lectures their pulpit sub- 
ject. .Tney denounced by name the parties who had ar- 
ranged for the Liberal discourses. Influence was brought 
to bear on the school board, and at a meeting of the beard 
& resolution forhidding the Liberal League opening the 
schoolhouse for Underwood was passed. Dr, McCormick, 
the president, refused to annul the contract he had made 
with the League. Underwood appeared in the village ready 
to lecture on the day appointed. Dr. McCormick gave the 
manager of the League an order on the janitor of the school- 
house for the key to the building. The janitor had previ- 
ously delivered tne key to the high constable of the village. 
The constable refused to giv it up. At the hour advertised 
for the lecture five hundred people had assembled about the 
schoolhouse. A. M. Browser and Mr. Crookston, prominent. 
citizens and members of the League, appeared on the scene 
and opened the schoolhouse with a crowbar. The room 
was lighted and the crowd flocked in, Leading representa: 
tives of the church were present. Mr, Underwood began 
his lecture, and was greeted with hoots, cat-calls, and un- 
complimentary remarks. The noise was 80 great and con- 
tinuous that the lecturer was forced to stop, and the meet- 
ing broke up amid the greatest excitement. The next day 
Messrs. Browser, Crookston, and Uaderwood were arrested 
on a charge of forcible entry and detainer and blasphemy. 
The parties gave bail to appear for trial. That night 
Underwood succeeded in delivering his lecture on ‘* Science 
against the Bib!e." 

April 15th the case against Browser, Crookston, and 
Underwood came up for trial at Greensburg. As it was 
understood that Anthony Comstock was pushing the pros- 
ecution, great interest was taken in the case. Comstock 
did not enter the court, but was in the neighborhood. Ex- 
United States Senator Edgar A Cowan appeared for the de- 
fense, and H. P. Laird conducted the prosecution. The 
prosecution claimed damagea for injury done to the school- 
nouse by breaking into it, and for the ‘‘ immoral and blas- 
phemeus” use to which it had been put, The amount of 
the damage was placed at $500. The injury done to the 
buiiding, by the way, was repaired the next duy for twenty- 
five cents. The jury considered the case for halt an hour. 
They then returned with a verdict against the defendants, 
awarding damages to the amount of $150. The case will 
doubtless be carried to the Supreme Court. 


. We copy the above from the New York Sun, We are 
- exceedingiy sorry Mr. Underwood has been another victim 
to Anthony Comstock, and we trust that that scoundrelly 
individual will be frustrated in his attempts to annoy the 


lecturer. 
—————— 85 —.9———————- 


Tie Other Ox. 


If revenge is sweet, some of us advanced Liberals owe to 
the whirligig of time more than we Can ever repay for the 
very honiest of avenging morsels. Indeed we are tlie con- 
quering party, and the victory is ever curs, Who would 
ever hav prophesied that within two short years à stalwart 
ox out of the * moral” herd would get gored? Jn one of the 
challenges leading to the Conflict at Syracuse we heard 
something ;about taking the bull by the horns, . Well, the 
pull was took, but it turns out uncommonly good for the 
horns. They are taking on new wrinkles and a wider range 
of pasture every year, They will soon toss the maiden ali 
forlorn—her very self in all her immaculate ‘‘ minority of 
one,” : g 

The latest victim of the rising tide seems to be Mr. 
Abbot’s very next friend, whom he pats on all cccasions as 
the model Liberal, able lecturer, and moral man par eacel- 
lence—yes, and what is more, the husband of Sara, too, she 
who is such a connoisseur in ** beastly passions.” Mr, B. F. 
Underwood has been and gone and got himself arrested, 
tried, and sentenced, of all crimes in the world, for ‘‘ blas- 
phemy and immorality.” 

And that is not all. There’s more richness. Crowning 
sweetening in the whirligig of revenge, Abbot’s other next 
friend, probably his very best next friend, with whom he 
foregathers and consults and advises, and invites other 
Liberal editors to meet, conault, and advise, whenever the 

‘agent with the smutbag visits Boston—his other next 
friend, Comstock, is the man who is skulking around in the 
Beighborhpod, but not in ihe court-house, pushing and 
urging on the proceedings against Underwood. 

But we hav not put our horn spoon down to the depth of 
the richness yet. Underwood committed his immorality 
with a crow-bar | f 

Oh, Underwood ! dear Underwood ! immorality with a 
erow-bar! Way, the obscene Bennett never went to such 
lengths, nor the Freelove Heywood to such depths! Im- 
morality with a crow-bar—and on a school-house, too! 
Shades of departed pedagogues, look down from your 
blessed abodes on 25 cents’ worth of outrage like this | 
Hav you no spiritual birch lying immortalzed on some 
heavenly shelf for such a sacrilege? Dear Underwood, 
next friend of Abbot, this reduces you to the ranks of 
Bennett, Heywood, Foote, Lant, and Train! The quintette 
becomes a gextette by this new arrival! At this rate we 
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shall soon hav enough to make a League—''League of 
America," for instance, 

We are assured there is no mistake about this, .À court 
and jury hav decided it, Po break open a school-house 
With a crow-bar, and deliver such lecture talk as Underwood 
givs, is immoral and blasphemous to the extent that $150 
will make it good. There is no going behind the opinion of 
the court, Mr. Abbot. It is greatly to his credit, for he him- 
self has said it. It 7s immoral and blasphemous. ` 

Weare not sorry for Underwood ; he deserves his fate. 
He might hav known the potentialities for immorality lying 
latent in acrow-bar. But poor Abbot has our sympathies. 
He will be put to the trouble and expense of buying a' 
bundle of private letters from some old girl, and publishing | 
& sweet-scented expose of Underwood. Bundy will hav to 
reciprocate with five thousand extra copies, and Bennett 
must be called in to testify to the genuineness of Underwood's 


private letters. "Then the revenge in the whirligig will be 
complete—yes, absolutely complete, because for immorality 
with a crow-bar the parallel can go no farther. And no 
reception in Chickering Hall will be given to Underwood— 
that is, unless he can redeem himself by some private letters 
to a young and innocent thing of thirty-five. 

Adieu, dear Underwood! We shall never hear your 
winning voice again. You will hay to pay the fine yourself, 
and then you will be dead-broke. I would not mind con- 
tributing ten cents to lighten the load ; but all the rest of 
the Liberals, belonging, as they do, to the **obscene League,” 
“run by a Freelove ring,” it is not likely that a single other 
Liberal will contribute a cent. The motto among birds of a 
feather will be *'served him right." He had no business to 
offend Comstock. That settles his fate. Comstock is a 
good citizen, and his Jaw a wise and necessary statute made 
and provided by the United States to keep obscene people 
from mailing ‘ Cupid Yokes,” writing private letters, or 
committing 25 cents’ worth of blasphemy with a crow-bar 
on a school-house, 


Now, as to our own ox, whom we are going to receive 
at Chickering Hall, if he were the devil incarnate—the 
Christian devil—and yet accident or desigu, or even his own 
infernally malignant nature, made him a friend of freedom 
of the press, an advocate of free mails, an exponent of free 
principles generally, we should get up testimonials to that 
devil when he comes out of any prison to which he had 
been consigned as a representative of freedom. We wish 
there were more such devils, and will take one of his imps 
in ours every time in preference to & Christian who can't 
endiire the unlimited printing of free ideas, nor the free 
circulation of them through thé mails, and has to go to the 
United States court to get support for a religion which can- 
not stand on its own merits in the presence of an argument. 
None of your gods who say '' vengeance is mine” for us. 
But if by the devil is meant an enemy of the human race, 
a man of ill-will, a wisher of evil to humanity, then Mr. 
Bennett is no such man, nor devil, and as a representative 
of the principles of freedom on which this republic is 
founded, we honor him and propose to do him honor on his 
escape from the vengeance which-‘‘God” and the little 
Christians which he made in his own image hav put upon 
the illustrious martyr. . 

` Now I remember that even Artemas Ward had to write 
under some of his humorisms, ‘‘ This isa sarkasm.” Mr. 
Underwood or some of hia friends may need the same des- 
ignation to my oxide of potassium» on him, If he or they do 
need such assurance. let me add in al} dead earnest that the 
friends of Mr. Bennett and all the ‘‘ repeal" or ** advanced" 
or ‘‘Freelove” or however designated Liberals will rally 
around Mr. Underwood, or even around Mr. Abbot, wheu 
his turn comes, as they hav around Mr. Bennett in the trials 
he has had to undergo. Persecution makes the whole 
Liberal world kin; and TRUTH SEEKER readers know no 
areeds, nor stripes, nor shades of Liberalism. T. C. L. 

` a ——— 


Charles Bradlaugh, M.P. 


Charles Bradlaugh has been elected to Parliament, and 
this is what he has to say concerning the efforts made by 
the church to prevent it. We congratulate Mr, Bradlaugh 
on his success, The English government wil! hav at least 
one able man in it: 

AFTER THE BATTLE. 


A twelve years’ fight, three repulses, and at last victory. 
The concluding week's contest was fairly sharp; religious 
prejudices were excited to the utmost. The clergy preached 
against us, cela va sans dire. A wretched specimen of the 
worst kind of town missionary, who is sometimes employed 
in libelling Roman Catholics, devoted himself conjointly and 
in very temporary harmony with the chief Roman Catholic 
clergymen of Northampton to the still more congenial task 
of striving to libel ourselves. A pious coach-builder person 
—who is now the peculiar patron of two Liverpool mission- 
aries, who, When one of them is not in jail for his virtues, 
are employed in extending ultra-Protestant influences 
throughout the provinces—was specially active. The name 
of the pioua, coach- builder is Mulliner; he livs at present in 
Liverpool, but he has taken the liveliest interest in the 


‘Northampton election. He printed at least 10,000 addresses 


to the electors, window-bill size, and also issued a few hun- 
dreds of grander dimensions, in which he duly denounced 
the wicked and blasphemous Bradlaugh. On Thursday 
morning 8,000 of Mulliner’s previous productions were sent 
by post, one to each of the electors. If at his own charge, 
this postage alone must hav cost the good Mulliner no lésg 
than £34, without reckoning the price of envelopes and the 
clerks’ charges for addressing each envelope We know 
that this was not done by the Conservative candidates or 
with their knowledge, as we hav received the positive 
assurance of Mr. Merewether to that effect, and we know 
that all Tories who hav been in Parliament are utterly inca- 
pable of misrepresenting a matter of fact. It was all pure 
labor of love on the part of the loving and good but afflicted 
and in-the-firetried Mulliner. And yet, alas, so much 
printers’ ink and paper wasted! so many bill-posters’ ener- 
gies utterly thrown away! Eight thousand postage stamps 
entirely and irretrievably gone! The good Mulliner can 
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now, discontented with the wickedness of the world in 
general and of Northampton in particular, go back to the 
pure and soul-inspiriting trade of coach-building, resolving 
in future that even in the manufacture of' coach wheels he 
will allow no more than one knave to be concerned. 


Outlines of Phrenology. 


We would call the attention of our readers to the adver. 
tisement in another column of our new work on Phrenology. 
"We are sure our readers will like its descriptions of the 
moral sentiments. It shows as fully as possible in the space 
at command that there are no religious faculties or senti- 
ments in the human mind; that religion and worship 
depend entirely on the creed that may be held and indorsed 
by the intellect, and that without such creed there is no 
religion, but simply morality. In fact, this little work is 
calculated to create a revolution in Phrenology so far as its 
so-called ‘‘ religious sentiments” are concerned, and really 
merits a large sale, We hope every one of our readers will 
order & copy. , 

We desire to call the attention of phrenologists to our 
new work on Phrenology advertised elsewhere. It will be 
found to be just the thing for them to use as a chart. Its 
true tables, its tules for health and self-improvement, itg 
clear and concise way of stating things, and its general 
appearance, all combine to make it an excellent and popular 
work.. It is already being spoken of in the highest terms 
by those who hav seen it, and needs but to be seen to be 
appreciated. Send for a specimen copy. 


[From the Jewell County Review. 
À Few Words.in Reply to A. Chenoweth's Ar- 
ticle on D. M. Bennett. 


In last week's Review appeared an article over A. Cheno. 
weth’s signature, on the subject of D. M. Bennett's impris- 
onment, which shows much wilful misrspresentation or else 
an utter ignorance of the facts in the case. I will be char- 
itable enough to suppose the latter to be the case. 

Having read both sides of this Bennett affair from the 
beginning, I will state the matter as I understand it, 

Mr. Bennett’s only offense before the law was sending 
through the mails to purchasers a pamphlet entitled ** Cu, 
pid's Yokes," which ís a treatise criticising the present mar. 
riage system, and containing some plain expressions on 
sexual matters, but no more obscene than hundreds of med- 
ical books in common use. . 

Its author, E. H. Heywood, was imprisoned by some 
fanatics in Massachusetts, but when the book was brought 
to the notice of Attorney-General Devens he pronounced it 
not obscene, and Mr. Heywood was promptly pardoned by 
President Hayes. 

After Heywood was pardoned Mr. Bennett sold the 
pamphlet, the same as other books in his business Aud 
when Anthony Comstock, actuated by personal spite, 
secured his arrest and sentence before a bigoted judge, it 
was confidently and reasonably expected that the President 
would interfere and prevent the execution of the unjust 
sentence ; and he doubtless would hav done so had it not 
been for the influence brought to bear by the clergy. 

Mr. Bennett was publishing a paper that was dealing 
sturdy blows to superstition, and when the priesthood dis- 
covered their enemy down, they all jumped upon him. The 
howl of ‘‘ obscene literature " was rolled forth by the relig. 
ious papers ; it was thundered from every pulpit, and hun- 
dreds of laymen took up the echo, of which Mr. Cheno- 
weth's is a fair sample. 

By working through the influence of Mrs. Hayes the Presi- 
dent was induced to allow Mr. Bennett to serve out his unjust 
gentence; and we hav the spectacle of a man imprisoned, not 
because he had committed any crime, but because he is an 
active worker against the intolerant religion that seeks to 
rule the Jand. 

To compare Mr, Bennett to a horse-thief, or to say he 
robbed the youth of their chastity, is utterly unjust. Idon't 
think any honest, intelligent person can read ''Cupid's 
Yokes" and say it contains any intention of obscenity, or 
that i$ would be likely to ‘‘rob the youth of their chastity.” ` 

I hav a copy of the work in my possession, and make the 
following proposition as & challenge to Mr. Chenoweth (or 
any one else who ihinks Mr. Bennett is justly imprisoned) 
He may select the worst passages he can find in the book, 
and I will take the literature he keeps in his family for daily 
reading (not medical works) and find in it worse obscenity 
than can be found in the books for the mailing of which Mr. 
Bennett is imprisoned and so much abused. : 

I hopethe abusers of Mr. Bennett will accept this chal- 
lenge, or else atop their ceaseless cry of ''obscenity." . 
But because Mr. Chenoweth keeps such literature in his 
family, I will not beso intolerant and unjust as to accuse him 
of wishing.to rob his children of their chastity, for I don't 
think he has any such intention. No more did Mr. Bennett 
intend to rob any of their chastity. He simply believed that 
every person in this free country had a right to express his 
honest opinion on any subject, In striving to maintain that 
right he fell a victim to the same religious intolerance which 
two centuries ago, when it had the power, used to burn men 
at the stake, D. R. Seymour. 

n 
* Origin of Species.” 

I would like to sell five more copies of Pool’s work (ten 

cents each) so as to pay for a three-months’ subscription for 


a lady friend here. Address with stamps, : 
Snowville, Va. ELMINA D. SLENKZA, 


W. 8. BELL lectures in Oil City, Pennsylvania, April 25th 
and 26th; in South Cleveland, Ohio, April 28tb, 29tb, and 
80th; in Findlay, Ohio, May 2d, 3d, and 4th. 
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The Evils of Medical Legislation. 


ABSTRACT OF AN ADDRESS BEFORE THE MANHATTAN LIB- 
ERAL CLUB, APRIL 9, 1880. 


BY R. A. GUNN, M.D. 


In order to discuss this question properly, in all its bear- 
ings, Dr. Gunn said: It is necessary to review so much of 
the healing art that relates to the position which the mem- 
bers of that profession hav held with regard to every new 
discovery. : 

The early practice of medicine consisted of mere empiri- 
cism, and very ignorant empiricism at that. Toads, snakes, 
lizards, and such like were the agents employed by the 
“ Regulars ” of that time. They believed in all forms of 
sorcery, jn methods for frightening away the demons of 
disease, and in this consisted the regular practice of medi- 
cine, 

The first great quack of whom we hav any definite record 
is Paracelsus, He was the first to introduce mercury; he 
‘was denounced, and then his quicksilver, or quacksilver, 
was adopted by the profession. From that day to this, 
every person who has dared to differ from ‘‘ the Regulars ” 
with regard to the use of medicine, or even called the notice 
of the profession to a scientific fact, has been denounced as 
ahumbug. So with Harvey; he was denounced most vio- 
lently for having directed the attention of the profession to 
& scientific explanation of the circulation of the blood. 

So with Jenner, who, by the way, was not really the dis- 
coverer of vaccination, although he claimed to be so; and 
now the person who dares to question the benefits of vac- 
cination is hooted at for his ignorance, Such also was the 
experience cf Hahnemann, the father of Homeopathy. 

The three distinctive schools of medicine are the Allo- 
pathic, Homeopathic, and Eclectic; and these are as intol- 
erant and bigoted in their opinions to-day 8s the members of 
the old orthodox church are in theirs. There was a time, 
however, when the majority of people actually believed that 
the cure of disease ought not to be attempted outside of 
these. After a while people began to see that there was a 
Hydropathic system of practice, and that many beneficial 
results had been obtained from it; then Electricity was 
found to be valuable, and it was believed that there was no 
necessity for medicine at all. Then again we had Magnetic 
physicians; and no person who is a close observer of the 
effect of manipulations, whether it is simply by rubbing, or 
by the influence of one mind over another, can fail to 
notice that very beneficial results bav followed the hand of 
the manipulator, especially in nervous diseases. 

Then we had the Clairvoyants, who declare that they are 
capable of diagnosing for a disease. Then there was an- 
other class, the natural bone-setters; take one instance, the 
Sweet family, how it has not unfrequently happened that 
members of this family hav set dislocated bones when the 
best surgeons hav failed. 

Dr. Gunn then proceeded to call attention to the fact that 
though ‘‘ the Regulars” ‘denounced with uhsparing vigor, 
and had sought, and were even now seeking, legislation to 
force the people to acccpt them and their doctrines, yet it 
was perfectly clear to every reflective mind that the whole 
system of the action of remedies was experimental. Many 
persons can take half a drach of opium without it having 
any effect; that is, so far as life is concerned; and the dose 
of medicine that will cure one will poison another. Thus 
it is through the whole history of Therapeutics. ` 

The speaker read a number of notes from Dr. Jacob Big- 
elow, President of the Massachusetts Medical Society, from 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sir William Hamilton, and :the 
eminent Pathologist, M. Biche, ia confirmation of the cor- 
rectness of his position, and then alluded to the case of 
Charles O’Conor, who some time ago was very sick, given 
up by the doctors; finally, when the doctors gave him up, 
he made up his mind to giv up the doctors. Report has it 
that he called ir. a Magnetic physician. The result is, he is 
alive and well to-day in spite of the physicians who said 
that it was utterly impossible for him to liv. 

There is another thing, said Dr. Gunn, to which I desire 
to call your attention, and that is, that the discoverers of 
nearly all the valuable remedies hav been ostracized from 
the profession for their heretical belief. 

Dr. Rush, of Philadelphia, who was one of the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence, in speaking to his class, 
said: ' Remember how many of our most useful remedies 
hav been discovered by quacks. In the present state of 
medical knowledge, let me advise you to converse with 
nurses and old women. Nearly every medicine has become 
a popular remedy before being adopted by physicians.” 

Now, what are the aims of this medical legislation? The 
aim has been from the first to create a privileged class in 
medicine. The same persons are anxious to create a state 
church. They further aim to prevent all efforts to educate 
the people. 

Who are at the bottom of this legislation? Asa rule, the 
professors of our medical colleges—the men who hav sent 
our friend Bennett to prison for a year for expresaing his 
Opinion; and these would also prosecute us for expressing 
our opinion on any subject, medical or religious. These 
persons prosecuted Dr. Foote becausé he was an “irregular” 
physician. Orthodoxy, whether in medicine or in religion, 
is of necessity intolerant. 

The evils of medical legislation were shown by citations 
from the laws of Massachusetts, Michigan, California, Illi- 
nois, and New York. 

Dr. Gunn closed his address by saying that though a grad- 
uate from a ''regular" college, he was most unalterably 
opposed to any legislative interference whatever. If any 
person believed in any other mode of treatment than that 
&dvoeated by himself, he had an unquestioned right to 
Obtain it; he asked for equal liberty for all, aud, for his own 
part, he desired no privilege he was not willing to concede 
to others. 


jand that it, too, is subject to change. 


Reply to Dr. T. R. Kinget. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Please giv 
space for a friendly chat with the Doctor. We love discus- 
sion when all concerned can keep cool and treat each other 
with courtesy and due respect for honest difference of opin- 
ion. That respect has been maintained thus far with all 
who hav taken part in the recent discussion concerning soul 
and future life, except our friend Herbold, who seemed to 
fiy off at a tangent. We are sorry he was loaded with such 
hot, hasty ammunition, but then he livs down in a warmer 
climate, where they will get hasty sometimes, ` 

Now, Doctor, if you will read my article in the issue of 
March 20th carefully you will fiad I did not say I knew the 
soul has been and always will be a living independent 
entity. I said I believe that each atom contains an un- 
evolved immortal principle, or soul, which always has 
existed and always will exist, hence, aczording to this 
belief, I meant the life principle or soul always has been 
and always will be an independent entity. He asks to rec- 
oncile the two opinions of “soul being an independent 
entity," and yet ‘‘we can not conceive of intelligence 
entirely independent of organizition." I do not see any- 
thing to reconcile. I claim that when the life or soul which 
now snimates this physical body of mine was in the atom, 
that the atom was an independent organization, and that 
the soul has traveled up through the mineral and vegetable 
kingdoms and through the lower animal, but that it was 
never independent of organization, and maintained its entity 
the entire distance. He asks, ‘‘ Is soul one thing and intel- 
ligence another?" and says that Materialists deny that 
either is a thing, a living entity ; and calls on me for proof. 
I believe—I don’t know—that soul, intellect, mind, are ong 
and the same thing, and that it isa thing, an entity. If I 
had said I knew this to be so then the Doctor would hav 
had a right to ask me to prove how I knew it ; but he cam 
not expect me to prove what I hav just given as my opinion. 
But I shall endeavor to back it up with the best I hav in 
the shop. Iam here; itis an axiom ; and I believe I hav 
reached my present stage of development as I hav stated 
above, but I freely admit I am not conacious of my atomic 
mineral, vegetable, protoplasmic, fish, reptile, bird, or quad- 
ruped life, yet I believe I was there, and not being con- 
scious of it does not prove I was not. The Doctor's body 
was once undergoing {œtai development ; does he remember 
it? Is he conscious of it? He was there all the same. He 
was born once (I think he has not been born again); does 
he remember it? Hs was there, no doubt. He was once 
a child six, then twelve, then twenty-four, then thirty- 
six months old; is he conscious of it? According to 
his reasoning he was not there if he is not conscious of it, 
Come, Doctor, how is it, were you there when you were 
born? You see that not being cognizant of it does not 
prove you were not there; neither does it prove that you 
did not travel up through different kingdoms and various 
organisms simply because you are not conscious of it. 

I believe the soul is capable of unfoldment, like the 
blooming rose, and in its upward flight it takes on still 
finer and finer organisms, by which it may be able to still 
further unfold; and in accordance with progression’s law 
it can never take on a grosser Condition, as that would be 
retrogradation. Hence I say that when we throw off this 
gross physical body we will still be incased in a finer physi- 
cal body, and just as tangible in the next sphere of life as 
our gross physical body is here. 

He says of the hickory-nut that when we remove the out- 
side and inside shells the gerrá dies, and he says, ‘‘ Likewise 
of the soul, if it ever had an existence, inthe proper sense 
of the term.” I grant it of the hickory-nut, but he should 
remember I hav not supposed the finer shell or body is going 
to be taken from off the soul. True, I do not know any- 
thing of the physiology or pathology of this finer body, but 
that does not disprove its existence. A good many things 
exist which the Doctor knows nothing of. 

I say yes, the life principle or soul is material. 
conceive of anything being immaterial. 

The Doctor livs, has life ; is it something or nothing? 
Yes, we say the spirit body is finer than the physical body, 
Change is a decree 
of nature. We claim the soul changes, unfolds, will not 
be the same to-morrow it is to-day, but it will not lose its 
identity by unfoldment. Take the full-blown rose; it is not 
the physical part that we smell; pluck it off, throw it upon 
the ground until it withers and fades, then it has no sweet 
smell. Change has taken place; the aroma (the soul, if you 
please) has left. Can you say it has become annihilated? 
Will it ever turn into the poisonous smell of the upastree? 
or Will it remain the aroma of the rose forever? 

I believe that all matter is progressive in its tendency— 
becoming finer and finer; and when all the gross matter of 
this planet shall hav reached the finer—that quality called 
spirit—there will be no gross matter below it to be cut off, 
as the Doctor speaks of. 

The Doctor says the lower supply the higher modes or 
forms of being, and the higher return to supply the lower. 
Now, Doctor, are you not considerably lame on this point? 
Go back to the time when life first manifested itself on this 


I can not 


planet and please tell us where there were any higher to. 


return to supply the lower. Better back down from that 
position, Doctor, as quietly as possible. 

Again, he says, ‘It the spirit and soul of Franklin, ac- 
cording to natural law, having suffered change, he has lost 
his identity and taken up his abode in the grosser organism of 
an oyster, he must work his way up until he again takes the 
highest honors in the gift of nature.” It seems from this 
latter clause the Doctor has mistaken my idea and has sup- 
posed what I claim not a supposable case. I hav fought 
retrogradation all the way through, and claim that the soul 
of Franklin and all others hav always had an unconscious 
entity until the genus homo was xeached, and that they will 


ever after remain an independent entity incased in a much 
finer physical body than in this sphere of life. I claim the 
soul takes on organisms suitable for its further develop- 
ment, and it would be just as impossible for the soul of 
Franklin to get into the organism of an oyster as it would 
be for the full fledged chicken to get back into the egg. ` 

I hav noticed most of the points in the Doctor's article, 
aud will now assume the aggressive and giv him some 
Materialistic nuts to crack. Now, Doctor, when you get 
thie, pull your hat down over your eyes, elevate your feet 
on the back of a chair, get your cigar (if you are a smoker), 
and please crack these nuts and giv me the benefit of them. 

Materialists say that life is the result of organization, and 
we often hav the tallow-candle brought up as a proof of. 
their theory. They gay, there is the wick and tallow, and 
apply the match and we hav a light; and when the organ- 
ization is gone, good-bye light, and they say so it is with 
life when the body dies. I consider this the thinnest reason- 
ing we ever heard from wise heads, but then I suppose it 
is better than nothing. The difference is simply this, a 
person is not a candle, and when the gross physieal body is 
laid off there is yet a finer body for the man to liv in, so 
you sce he is not without an organism, so we can’t say 
good-bye to him as we do to the light, because the organ- 
ization is not gone, like the tallow and wick. You see 
there is no comparison at all, and we sre surprised at 
Materialists using itas such. Again, if life is the result of 
organization then organization is the cause of life and 
motion, consequently there must be a physical human 
organism before there can be any life. Now let us see 
what the facts are. It isa demonstrated fact that the male 
sperm contains life. The motions of the monad are clearly 
seen in lukewarm water with a small microscope. This is 
positive proof that the male transmits the life and the 
female furnishes the receptacle, and that there is life before 
there is any human organization, and at the moment of 
conception the life or soulof the future individual com- 
me nces to take on a physical human organization. 

If this be not true will you please tell me when the life 

enters the human organism. It is well known that there is 
life and motion at four ‘and a half months’ foe:al develop- 
ment. Thus you see there is life with but a partial organi- 
zation. Please tell me, Doctor, at what time before that 
does the life enter the partially-developed organism, and the 
manner of its entering therein, and how life comes to exist 
there according to the Materialistic idea. It is said that the’ 
globules in the iron ore do not lose their identity in under- 
going all the various changes all the way up to the hardest 
steel, I believe if I could make a globule of water as it 
falls in the rain-drop, I could trace it into the rivulet, the 
stream, the river, and into old ocean, and find it would 
retain its identity. So I claim of the human soul, that it has 
traveled up through everything below us, all the time re- 
taining its identity, and ever will. ‘ 
-I hav met many doctors who.do not belicve in a soul or - 
future life. Some of them say they can't see the soul when 
they dissect the body. I say the soul is not there then, and 
it could not be seen if it was. Might as well say there is no 
life in an egg, because it can’t be seen. AsI said before, 
you cannot reason immortality out, nor the Christian reason 
it in. It can be known only by positive demonstration. 
I hav had the evidence, and hav presented my ideas upon 
she theory of life beyond the grave, and hav tried to show 
the false reasoning of Materialists. I say life existed 
before the human organization, and will exist, a conscious 
entity, beyond the grave. Can you disprove it ? 

Warren, Ohio, April 8, 1880. A. ALLEN NoE.. 


——————— 9 4.»9——————— 


From Facts and Surroundings Man Draws Con- 
elusions. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: From 
the fact that the earth turns upon her axis once in twenty- 
four hours we draw the conclusion that she always did. 
From the fact that matter cannot be annihilated we draw 
the Conclusion that it is eternal in its duration. From the 
fact that forms of matter are continually changing we draw 
the conclusion that matter always was, and always will be, 
subject to change. . From the tact of these changes in mat- 
ter we draw the conclusion that there is a power in matter 
that produces these changes. These facts are daily before 
the eye of observation, and are undeniable. 

That which is seen to-day may not be seen to-morrow, yet 
it is not annihilated, but the form is changed, To-day we 
see cords of wood and piles of coal, to morrow ashes and 
cinders. To-day we see the forest in all its glory, to-morrow 
we see Cities with church spires reaching toward heaven, 
and the next day, lo, a wilderness covers the spot, and the 
ruins thereof under ground. To-day living insects are seen 
that cannot be numbered, around which cells and shells are 
formed. Lo, a solid mass of the beautiful marble rock is 
theresult. Change is the history of matter, reaching back 
to ages beyond count. Yet all things exist in accordance 
with their nature, from the elephant to the gnat, and change 
is the destiny of all existing things. Here arises one of the 
most important questions known to man—Whence this 
power, force, or law that governs and controls the universe 
of worlds and planets giving life and form from the largest 
globe or planet to the smallest animalcule. This brings us 
square in front of the question, Is this power vested in an 
individual personage called God, who had an existence 
before and independent of matter? This idea had its rise 
aud origin in the infancy, or childhood of man, produced as 
follows : Man's surroundings giv rise to thoughts. Thoughts 
giv rise to conjectures, and conclusions are the result. Some 
claim conclusions based upon facts must be correct. Others 
say no, In the absence of scientific experience man’s con- 
clusions are not to be trusted, a8 can be seen in reference 
to the existence, locality, and shape of the ear h, The sur- 
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roundings of man during the early age of development in 
the absence of science and experience, his conclusions were 
wild and incorrect. From all the facts aud the surround- 
ings in those days, his conclusions were that the earth was 
flat, and stood upon a foundation, and the pillars went clear 
down. And from the fact of the sun and moon appearing 
and disappearing, his conclusions were that they were mov- 
ing bodies around the earth, which confirmed the idea that 

‘the earth was flat and stationary, and the sun and moon 
passed around it as a center. This was man’s belief, and 
justly, too, for thousands of years. 

From facts and conclusions: a belief in a personal creator 
was a natural result. Reasoning back from effect to cause 
there must be a great first cause, or the universe could not 
exist, and the same reasoning is yet used; and as man was 
the highest type of intelligence known, the maker of the 
universe must be similar to man, the greater possessing all 
the passions and attributes known to man, This gave rise 
to the idea that man was made in the image and likeness of 
his maker, and it is an undeniable fact that the ancients, 
when writing, referred to him as one of themselves, though 
more mighty and great, and by some was called God 
Almighty. It was also a belief that he being a male had 
connection with women, and sons were born whose genera- 
tion were giants, and others were saviors. Gods incarnate, 
born of women, thus made flesh, and dwelt among men, and 
were worshiped as gods before and after their death. 
History givs an account of some fifteen or twenty whose fol- 
lowers and worshipers number thousands and millions. As 
for numbers, the worshipers of Buddah far exceed all 
others. 

Thus & belief in a personal man-god creator became, as 
it were, an established fact, together with the earth stand- 
ing upon a foundation, with a flat surface extending to its 
four Corners. 


Rev. Swing, of Chicago, proves a personal creator from |, 


the fact that he, God, holds the same relation to the uni- 
verse that a watch-maker holds to a watch; while Rev. 
Haden, of Abington College, Illinois, claims that the knowl- 
edge of a personal creator is tradition from Adam, the first 
man that God made (of course Adam knew who made 
him, for he was there). 

History informs us that nations differed widely as to their 
origin and objects of worship. From the fact that every- 
thing the sun shown upon sent forth life and vigor, their 
conclusions were that it was an intelligent being, and was 
extensively worshiped. Many like questions, as well as a 
personal creator and ruler of the universe, yet remain to be 
settled by scientific facts and experiments, the same as it 
was in reference to the position of the earth, sun, moon. 
planetary system, and age of the earth. It is now an unde- 
niable fact that the earth has no foundation upon which to 
stand, but swings out in open space, sustained and con- 
trolled by a power, force, or law Within and around itself ; 
and the same with all the planets forming the universe, all 
in motion and active in their spheres, adapted to natural 
law, 80 unchangeable that man can make a mathematical 
Calculation hundreds of years ahead, and never miss. "These 
scientific discoveries, now universally admitted to be truths 
throughout civilization, were opposed by priest and people 
as false and blasphemous against God, and the discoverers 
denounced as Infidels of the blackest dye.. 

We ask, Is it any more unreasonable that the universe has 
no beginning than for the earth to hav no foundation, or for 
the earth to pass around the sun instead ? Should we trace 
back upon the line from effect to cause based upon a per. 
sonal creator and ruler of the universe as described ia the 
Jewish history, we will run into total darkness (one of the 
darkest kinds of a dark circle), from the fact that the first 
act on the part of this personal God was to make light. Pre- 
vious to this act it was densely dark, when he commenced 
to fix up this earth a few thousand years ago, according to 
Jewish history. Should we take Rev. Swing’s theory, that 
every existing thing requires a maker, the same as a watch ? 
If God is possessed of an organized form, in the full sense 
of a person, he is a thing in existence and requires a maker, 
as it is a scientific fact, an organized form cannot exist in 
the absence of a power to produce it. It would bean effect 
without a cause, In our English language, wisdom, truth, 
and life are sometimes illustrated as persons, in the same 
sense as the tree of knowledge, the tree of life, and the tree 
of liberty, but, in fact, not a person or a tree. ; 

It is an undeniable fact that there is a power, force, or 
law in matter which governs and controls the universe. 
Should we call this power force or law? God we dispense 
with, and all personages as described in the different his- 
tories, such as Brahma, Buddha, Jehovah, and many other 
smaller fry, and lose sight of all organized forms having no 
necessity for one, the same as the foundation of the earth 
has no-use for one, With this view we hav an almighty 
power everywhere present at the same moment, filling the 
jmmensity of space, infinite in the full sense of the word. 
In all, through all, by which all things exist, and by which 
the universe is controlled, from a grain of sand to the larg- 
est planet known. This brings us to the bottom of this 
personal-God question. As it is an admitted fact that there 
ig an unseen and unlimited power that rules and governs all 
matter, the only point to decide is, is this power vested 
in a person such as is described in the Bible, and who holds 
this ruling power independent and before matter existed ? 
Is this ruling power inseparable in matter, co-existent, and 
eternal in union—in relation the same as moisture in 
water, heat in fire? 

As for the common theological view of a personal God, 
it destroys all the natural sympathies of a loving father by 
claiming that God took Adam and Eve, the only children 
he had, and put them into a garden where they were 
exposed ‘to the ravages of a great he-devil running loose, 
and left them without protection. In this he is made lower 


in the scale of fatherhood than animals, for they will pro- promulgation of views different from the accepted code is 


tect their young when in danger. We now place this iuter-. 
esting question in the hands of the advocates of a personal, . 
designing God, to show that the power that rules is super-: 
natural in its operations, acting outside and independent of : 
matter, overruling the natural causes of eventa as his good 
pleasure may dictate in answer to the prayers of his wor- 
shipers (and what are prayers if not answered?). To hav a 
prayer answered is a fair and honorable request at the 
hands of those who claim that their God is a prayer-hearing 
8nd & prayer-answering God, more ready to giv to those 
who ask him than earthly parents are to giv to their 
children. Making such claims, and then refusing to 
test them, proves they hav not as much honest faith in 
their God as the Baalites. They had honesty .enough 
mixed with their faith to test their God, but our Christian 


brethren claim that it would insult their God to ask him to 
answer a special prayer when the object is the conversion 
of honest skeptics, of which I am one. Such an excuse is 
an insult upon humanity and common sense. A God that 
desires that all men should be saved, and considers himself 
insulted when asked to answer a prayer which would, if 
answered, carry out his own desires in reclaiming more 
sinners in one week than all the preaching can or will in 
seven years. It is claimed that he answered a direct prayer 
when the death of four hundred honest Baalites was the 
result. Also the slaughter of an army whose offense was 
defending their country, their homes, their wives, and 
their children. After refusing to test the supernatural 
power of God, they will say that you must hav faith in God 
and believe. If it was possible a man could screw up his 
imagination to believe without evidence, all would be in 
good keeping. 


Dear reader, from the premises before us we draw the| 


conclusion that the power that rules the universe is in 
matter, giving form and life corresponding with soil, 
climate, and surroyndings, as every island and continent 
givs evidence. The operation of this spirit power (I can giv 
it no better n&me)is no respecter of persons or things. 
All vegetable and animal life are equally benefited by the 
falling rain, the air that floats, the heat that warms, and 
the light that luminates, On the other hand, all vegetable 
and animal life are equally subjected to the dangerous 
action of the existing elements, Fire, water, wind, steam, 
and disease all fare alike. 'The priest and the people, the 
house of worship and the house of ill-fame, the saint and 
the sinner, the rich and the poor, the church-member and 
the Infidel. The same with the horse and the elephant, the 
cow and the bear, the wolf and the lamb. If the power 
that is in each one is not able and sufficient to check and 
ward off the ravages of these elements, all fare alike (no 
exceptions against spirit guardianship). This theory denies 
the existence of a supernatural power going from house to 
house killing children with whooping-cough, measles, small- 
pox, and other diseases called the providences of God; also, 
the burning of cities, ingulfing of countries and the inhab- 
itants by volcanoes; likewise the destruction of life and 
property by wind and haii on sea and land, and the instiga- 
tions of wars and contentions between nations and indi- 
viduals. 

What is the theory of a personal God who existed before 
and independent of matter, seated upon a throne above the 
stars, holding the control over all the existing elements and 
laws that govern, having created them as his servants to do 
his bidding ? If this be true he is responsible for all that 
takes place throughout the universe. All deaths, except 
from old age, are acts of providence, and are so preached at 
funerals, and it is consistent with the idea of a personal, 
designing God, the creator, who rules and holds all power 
subject to his will. Thus he permits destruction upon land 
and sea by the elements, which are his servants and do 
his bidding. He also permits violation of justice between 
man and man, having power and opportunity to prevent, but 
does not. No advocate of a personal, designing God is jus- 
tified in finding fault with the result.of his (God’s) manage- 
ment; yet they do, and here is their excuse: There is a per- 
sonal devil, whose power is equal with God. He got the 
advantage of God through Adam, and he and God hav been 
‘ever since contending for the mastery over man, and for the 
last six thousand years the devil has been a little ahead; and 
here is where the trouble lies. This devil gets more help from 
man to carry on his devilment than God does to carry on 
religious ceremonies—the only thing that can save ; and the 
world is full of wickedness, and their God Almighty, who 
holds all power subject to his will, can’t help himself. Con- 
clusions end here. Isaac PADEN. 


m 
Conditional Immortality. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Bir: With your 
many other readers, I hav been much interested ir the ex- 
pression of your correspondents, pro and con, on the subject 
of immortality. Asan investigator, through my life expe- 
rience I hav learned to be somewhat chary in expressing a 
positive belief in any direction. I can only say to-day this 
looks so and so ; to-morrow it may be the opposite. I will 
hold no opinion go firmly but that I am ready at any time to 
relinquish it for a better. This position is only an acknowl- 
edgment that I am neither pope, God, nor the latter’s dele- 
gated vicegerent in a priestly or ministerial way, but simply 
a human being, liable with all others to err, and‘ affirming 
only the one thing—that I will honestly strive for the high- 
est light on any and all subjects I can comprehend with the 
simplicity and humility of the child at school, being always 
ready to learn of the new. 

On the subject.more recently made prominent in your 
columns, I am inclined to an acceptance of a mean between 
the two extremes, in a view of immortality as a conditional 
thing. Iam generally known 88 à Spiritualist, yet to the 
average Spiritualist there can scarcely be a greater heresy 
than the denial of immortality to anything human ; and the 


among Spiritualists, as among Christians, a matter of more 
labor than progress, more hostile encounter than pleasurable 
elucidation of truth. As a class, Spiritualists, like other 
average humanity, hav a tendency to fossilize around the 
one idea, and not to grapple with all truth in relation to 
which that one idea is but an incident. Having proved 
human existence after death, they jump at once to the con- 
clusion that, having survived its shock, it is continuously 
eternal, and also that if one is immortal all must necessa- 
rily be. à 

It has seemed to me that it would be more in accordance 
with reason, on the proof of man's existence in any form 
after death, to determine by what law or through what 
power this phenomena has occurred, and by so getting at 
causes we might the more readily get at the probability of 
this being an experience common to all humanity, and, once 
entered on, as one which will remain; otherwise this im- 
mortality might be exceptional; another death might occur 
some time, the result of which would be a final disintegra- 
tion, and the subject of it would, as an individualized being, 
never mo be known. 2E 

To the thinker there is constantly going on before him a 
startling phenomenon in the abortion of life usually called 
death. By this we do not mean the surrendering of the 
physical after it has subserved its purpose, and the real man 
passes out in the ripeness of old age into that, to us, invisi- 
ble life, yet the real life, which nature has, through beauti- 
fully-ordered laws, arranged; but we mean those instances 
where the man is rudely torn from the physical before the 
allotted time by disease or even by accident. The question 
comes up, if the man could not resist disease so as to retain 
his body and its legitimate uses for the allotted time, what 
evidence hav we that his individuality will survive the 
shock of death ? orif it does, that being weakened through 
the infraction of law, he may not, in consequence, gooner 
or later, go down and be known as a unit no more ? 

In a well-ordered old age the individual retains his facul- 
ties to the last ; death can scarcely be Called a struggle, and 
he passes, as in a slumber, easily and peacefully to that 
existence which lies immediately beyond this rudimentary 
one. There are many instances, however, where, notwith- 
standing the average endurance of the physical, the mental 
is impaired ; so that the childiehness of age is perhaps not 
the exception but the rule, It is said that the brain, as the 
organ through which the mind or intelligence expresses 
itself, is worn and injured with the wear and tear of life, 
and that this is the cause of premature mental decay. 
Allowing it to be so, what proof hav we, in cases which we 
can identify, that the survival of death replaces that weak- 
ness and decay with mental vigor and atrength? When 
utter imbecility characterizes old age, where is the once 
vigorous mind ? Is it dormant, or is it really dead? If the 
latter, by what power can it ever again be resurrected and 
connect itself in working shape with what it has once been ? 

It is plainly to be observed by the student of nature’s laws 
that there are certain forces in constant operation in the 
phenomena of life whose office is to destroy, to disintegrate, 
to make disease and death. On the other hand we find the 
operation of a set of wonderful and benignant laws, the 
obedience to which ineures the accumulation of life, force, 
health, and harmony. If immortality is the order of nature 
will not the obedience to natural Jaw thus insure it, and the 
violation of the same prevent such a heritage ? And is not 
this added and continued life thus dependent on our knowl- 
edge of and obedience to physiological and psychical law ? 

The fpiritualist, who is also the thinker and the truth 
seeker, will analyze each case of spirit identity with which 
he meets, and find what he can bearing on this question, 
After determining on the things which make up the destroy- 
ing agent in human existence, he will apply these, as con- 
nected with individuals here, with what he can learn of or 
from them as spirits, 

These are facts in connection with spirit manifestation 
which we will do well to study. The many at all circles. 
who wish to manifest compared with those who do 80; the 
many friends who pass over of whom we hear nothing in 
any possible way; the complaint of spirits, made such pre- 
maturely through disease or otherwise, of weakness and 
pain on returning, and the invariable accompaniment of the 
diseased symptoms which immediately preceded their disso- 
lution ; the vigor and harmony attending the manifestation 
of spirits whose lives were obedient to natural law, and 
whose advent in the life beyond was the ripening of mature 
age; the peculiar nature of infantile and child life there; 
the entire absence of any moral standard, as given us in 
existent moral codes, in its effect on the powers and abilities 
of the spirit to compass its return, Or, so far as we can 
learn, render it able to continue its existence. 

But it is impossible in an arlicle like this to evolve mora 
than a few of the points bearing on this theme, or to eluci- 
date those hidden laws which govern these. What has been 
said is sufficient to arouse thought on the subject and to 
incite investigation. Neither the intelligent Spiritualist nor 
Materialist will believe else than that which he knows, and 


that which is not proved will do for contemplation, but not 
fur a rule of actidn, As far as opinion is concerned, there 
appears to be as great diversity in the life beyond as exists 
here between Materialist and Spiritualist. It is said that 
Leonidas, of Spartan fame, is a leader in this school of 
thought, associated with Socrates and other ancients. He 
ia largely supported, as far as appearances determine, by 
minds who, in earth life, were physicians, their interest 
being based in physiological law. Opposed are those once 
leaders in theological lore with minds who here had that 
bias. 

Ba the truth what it may, there is no doubt but that in the 
near future the question of conditional immortality will be 
one which thinkers will vigorously grapple; and ss new 
facts and principles are unfolded from the experience of 
those gone before us, the subject will aggregate to itself new 
light and a greatly added interest, H, W. Boozer, 

Grand Rapids, Mich 
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Letters from Sriends. 


ex CH Fort Scorr, KAN. 
DES EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: At the suggestion of:a mutual 
friend I write you to propose, through your very valuable 
and interesting publication, that by all who love liberty 
Ema preparations be made to receive D. M. Bennett, on his lib- 
| — i; eration from his Christian bastile, with as much show of 
: respect as Gen. Grant has received, or any other man 
i worthy of respect who is a citizen of this country or has 
; |! ‘visited it. “Honor to whom honor is due!” and if there is 
'" any good in liberty or Liberalism, there is honor in him who 
; aé@vocates it, whatever may be his faults or imperfections, 
The same government that has spent thousands of dollars 
of the people’s money in extending courtesies to those who 
=! had no interest in its welfare has confined in a prison one 
.| whose whole interest is in his country, who was laboring to 
i; gustain it by advocating the fundamental principles upon 
which the government was founded. Degeneracy, or a 
non-appreciation of those principles, has made him a victim 
of religious bigotry, and now is the time for every lover of 
honesty, virtue, and liberty to share his Jove for tfm by 
giving D. M. Bennett a grand reception on his liberation. 
He is but & man, snd his faults may be many; but his pre- 
cepta are good, and he was a bold and able advocate of them. 

The five thousand extra copies of the Jndeg sent to that 
many non-subscribers to defame his character will result in 
80 many fingers of scorn being pointed at one who professed 
to be and was considered a friend to liberty. 

The probability is that there is not one in the whole 
.- + * eaboodle" of D. M. Bennett’s enemies or defamers, from 
* "| the President and wife down to the court and clergy, who 
| +} would not risk one eye through a keyhole on an obscene 

: picture, or go into some hay-mow to read & more indecent 

5 ^ publication than ‘‘ Cupid’s Yokes.” That. class of people 

ur should be vaccinated with something that would déstroy the 

susceptibility or fear of their being contaminated or injured 
by the truth being taught them or their children. 

I wish I could suffer vicariously for Mr. Bennett, so that 
he could hav half à chance to fight his own and liberty's 

; battles, In my mind's eye I think I can now see his de- 

famers slinking away into their holes of perfidy. 

' Booms are in order. Who will start the boom to giy the 

grand oid hero a reception worthy of all there is in justice 
«ni and liberty ? 
As a general thing you will find that those who know 
they are robed in scarlet are expecting and taught to believe 
that they can very easily and quickly be made white as wool, 
and wear a crown inthe kingdom of glory. They are the 

', enemies of Bennett and friends of Liberalism. What a 

glorious thing it would be to be the crowned among the 
crowned, and rule over the thousands of thieves, robbers, 
murderers, etc., who are being sent to orthodox heaven 
‘washed in the blood of the lamb ! 

b Let every friend of the Liberal League do something to 

5. show his appreciation of the principles he advocates, and 
"HR. | , make Mr. Bennett feel that he is not considered a criminal 
"^, on his liberation, V. W. SuNDERLIN, 


New Yonx, April 6, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTA SEEKER : Long liv TRE TRUTH BREKER| 
^ and it will liv; if any one doubts it let him read about.the 
`. way Horace Greeley was served when he endeavored, as he 

says himself, with the best years of his life, to establish a 
;« newspaper, trusting, as you do, to the honesty of his readers 

"10 pay him after they had got his paper. It ruined him. 
-< But Freethinkers, it seems, do not forget their obligations 
. go readily. If they did we would hav been without THE 

TRUTH SEEKER long since, I trust that Mr. Bennett’s 
: . friends do not forget that they can still encourage, comfort, 
: . and sustain the noble founder of his paper by sending him 
their sympathies during the remaining days of his infamous 
jncarceration. 

Inclosed find thirteen dollars. Please retain subscription 
for your paper of the current year, and do me the kindness 
to hand the remaining ten to the treasurer of the committee 
on the reception of Mr, Bennett, Iremain, and forever will, 

An, outspoken Liberal, J. C. JONES, 


Bart, PA., March 28, 1880, 
Ebrrog TRUTH SEEKER, Kind Friend: Inclosed please 
find three dollars for Mr. Bennett’s new book. Now with 
` your permission [I should like to notice a few of E. A. 
Chapman's points of arguments in THE TRUTH SEEKER of 
: March 27th in relation to a future state of existence. He 
* ' gays, Iam certain that death doos not end all, that beyond 
the grave I shall liv, move, and hav an existence as real as 
that { now experience in this physical organism.” Friend 
Chapman is very severe on Materialists for making assump- 
tions without proof, and yet it seems to me that his article 
is full of assumptions from beginning to end ; that he 
. greatly practices what he condemns in others. How does 
- he know he will liv after he is dead ? Has he proved it, .or 
is it a mere assumption ? After saying, ‘‘ Christians need 
i ao proof, faith is all sufficient, Stil) it is an open question,” 
; . he says, '' Thousands of the ablest of the race believe that 
^ Jeath is annihilation or an eternal sleep,” To admit it is an 
‘pen question seems to me to be fatalto his assumption 
that he will liv beyond the grave. To them who disbelive 
n a future life he says: “ Every noble aspiration, every 
yrand thought, all the beauties and mysteries of the uni- 
"| -o yerse, must seem as mockeries. To them the heavens and 
iG ' he earth must be draped in mourning.” Indeed, what a 
iuge assertion. How does he know all this. I will not 
. speak for others, but will speak for myself, I hav no faith 
ow belief in a God or hereafter, yet I tnink I can appreciate 
: ; and enjoy the beauties of nature and mysteries of the uni- 
‘yerse as weil perhaps as the true believer. I love the bud- 
.ling trees, the blooming flowers, the green earth with its 
. wealth of vegetable and animal life. I love the mountains, 
he valleys, tne clear-running, musical streams, the blue sky, 
nd above all,that glorious old life-giving sun. Ilove this 
arth with all its imperfectious, with its cold dreary winters, 
. tg scorching hot summers, its storms and tempests, its 
arthquakes and volcanoes. On the whole it is a pretty 
' ood mother ; it js my home, my only home that I know 
nything about. For myself I can say with truth, the heav- 
ng and the earth are not draped with mourning. I would 
' ere caution friend Chapman not to be in a hurry to judge 
‘is brother, for remember it is a very easy matter to be mls- 


‘aken, > 

Friend Chapman's reasoning on cause and effect, is good 
'zmtil he asseris, ''the soul is the cause, the body is the 
ssuit.” Here it seems to me he mistakes the cause for the 
: v. ffect. .I should rather suppose that sense, will, and intelli- 
“ence are the effect, not the cause of organization, I think 
", will not be disputed that without a corresponding physi- 
: al body &nd brain there will not be much intelligence, 
_Vby is there in such a close affinity between the body, the 


five senses, the brain, and the soul or spirit or the intelli- 
gence? Why, if the spirit can liv independent of the 
body, why is it it can’t manifest the same amount of intelli- 
gence in an idiot as it does in a Newton ? or why not mani- 
fest all the intelligence people possess, without any brains? 
The brain is a very tender, delicate, complicated piece of 
organism, and surely if it could be dispensed with without 
any detriment to man’s intellect he would be a more fortu- 
nate creature. He would not be subject to any of the brain 
diseases, nor would he be likely to become insane. Why 
if the brain is injured, diseased, or overworked’ do people 
become insane ?. Surely if the spirit can liv separate and 
independent of the body, there should be no insanity, no 
matter how much the brain may be affected or diseased. 
Friend Chapman says, ‘If death ends all, humanity is a 
bubble, progression and evolution are limited, and the uni- 
verse is à gigantic failure." That is a big one; I mean it 
is a gigantic assertion. Because man has to die and don't 
liv again beyond the grave, with his personal identity wn-. 
Changed, why, the whole universe, with millions on millions 
of suus and worlds must all be out of joint, a miserable 
gigantic failure! Because a vain egotistical, tyrannical, 
creature called man, that tyrannizes over all the animals 
that are of any use to him, enslaves and eats them at his will 
and pleasure, and not content -with that, tyrannizes and 
enslaves one another—because thts immaculate, holy, saintly 
creature does not liv forever, why, behold, the whole uni- 
verse is an entire failure! This is most wonderful, but 
suppose we hav the proof, 
. “ Mere flesh, blood, or nerves can never produce sensation, 
joy, grief, love, thoughts, or consciousness.” 
Another blank assumption. Has it ever been proved there 

ever was sensation, love, joy, grief, and so on, without flesh 
and blood and nerves, To tell us our eyes are windows for 


the soul to look out of is not very complimentary to the. 


soul, for what possible use has a soul for windows, or even 
eyes? We are gravely told by Spiritualists that the soul 
can’t be confined—that if confined in an iron box, or a box 
of the bardest steel and of any thickness, it will pass 
through just as an eel does through water. According to 
this it must be very small, or at least has the power to make 
itself so. I hav somewhere read that 40,000 souls could 
dance on the point of a very fine needle, and not crowd each 
other off. If this be so, I don’t doubt but they can go 
through glass or the hardest steel without ever touching or 
ruffling a feather, . 

* Everywhere in thís world the blind are found leading 
the blind.” 

If Spiritualism is true, and spirits rule this Material uni- 
verse and all its organisms, whose fault is it that this blind- 
ness, this wrong, wretchedness, and evil that has gone on 
from time immemorial and jis still going on on a tremen- 
dous scale on this globe? It will not doto father this on 
material man, for, according to Spiritualists, he is a mere 
machine entirely in the hands of the spirits, and of course 
can do nothing of himself. All the wars,.all the terrible 
persecutions and wrongs that man has committed against 
man, all the misery and suffering, as well as all the good, 
has been the work of the spirits. Why do they not put a 
stop to all wars, all wrongs, and make a paradise here—a 
heaven instead of a hell 1t is an insult to tell the innocent, 
the poor, the weak, the down-trodden; that they -wil be-re- 
warded, away off in some other world after they are dead, 
for their sufferings here—those wrongs all righted and the 
books balanced. ‘This seems to me a crawling out of a very 
small hole—an inglorious retreat, 

Friend Caapman thinks it wonderful that a little twig of 
a sweet. apple grafted on a sour one will produce sweet 
apples. One thing in nature is just about as wonderful as 
another, The sap that is taken up by the sour apple-tree is 
precisely the same as that taken up by the sweet one. The 
sap don't go directly to the fruit, but goes to the leaves, is 
there digested (for tte leaves are its lungs and stomach) and 
changed, and from there passes to, and i8 absorbed by, the 
fruit. The nutriment that is taken up from the ground with 
the sap passes directly to the leaves, is there chemically com- 
bined. with the oxygen of the air, and digested and changed 
into food, and then is taken up by the fruit. It produces 
the sweet apple.precisely the same as if this twig extended 
down and took root in the ground. The woods are of the 
same species; but graft the apple on a pear-tree, or a pear 
on an apple-tree, and you will get neither pears nor apples, 
because they are of different species. Everything produces 
after its kind.. The acorn always produces the oak, and 
hens’ eggs were never known to hatch turkeys nor ducks, 
or vice versa, 

Friend Chapman is heartily welcome to all the proof of a 
life beyond the grave that he can get-out of this little apple 
twig—this wonderful metamorphosis, as he calls it. 

Yhe allusion to the silk-worm as an illustration case of 
Spiritualism is, I think, rather unfortunate, There is no 
death here—only a change of form—until it comes to the 
butterfly; then there is a real death, not a transformation. 
Whether the gay butterfly is immortal and goes to the spirit 
land as an ornament, we are not told ; and I would giv it as 
my opinion that it is as worthy a place in that happy land 
as i8 that most overbearing, domineering, tyrannical creature 
called man. ; ; 

** Destroy the stomach and you destroy digestion ; destroy 
the brain and you destroy the mind.” 

Is this not literally the truth ? And if it is an assumption 
to say the mind is a function of the brain, in my opinion it 
is a greater assumption to say the brain is an instrument of 
the mind. : i . 

iue mind is fortunate that has a good brain to work 
wi , » P 

Here I again ask the question, If the mind can liv and 
act independent and out of the brain, why can’t it act in an 
idiotic or a diseased, weak brain, as well as a good, sound 
one? Ifthe mind is primary, and can work without a brain, 
it will not do to say it needs tools, for that would be a super- 
fluous absurdity. 

_ Ob, no ; Immaterialists are not dogmatical; their assump- 
tions and hypotheses are sober facts, and yet they tell us this 
great immortal, immaterial soul, spirit, mind, or whatever it 
18 called, that has been from the beginning, that can’s die or 
be hurt, that càn pass through all bodies, enters the child's 
brain in its mother's womb, grows up with the materiai body 
and brain, strengthens and aevelops as the material body is 
developed, declines as the material house that it has occu- 
pied declines, and finally, when this dwelling becomes dis- 
integrated, it is set free, and goes away off to some other 
world, and there abides forever and forever. But the most 
wonderful, the most marvelous, thing about this all-power- 
ful, infinite soul is that it needs materiai tools to work with 
and windows to look out of. à l 

With the liability of becoming dogmatical, 1 must contend 
that there is no such thing as innate ideas or knowledge— 
that all the knowiedge we possess, of every description, we 
get through the five senses, When the child.is born it 
brain is like a clean, blank sheet of paper—not a rule mars, 


The Truth Beeker, April 95, 1880. —— mE 


not an idea, not a thought, nor never would, nor could; be: - 


without the senses. A person born deaf has no idea of 


sound ; one born blind has no idea of form or color, and if ., 


all the senses are wanting, although the brain may he that 


of a Franklin, or a Paine, it would hav no more knowledge ` 


than a stone or a block of wood, . If it has ever been proved 


and made elear that there is any other medium than through : : 


.Y confess my utter ignorance of this sixth sense called 
: Spirituality, and if there is such a sense I should suppose 
all would hav it, yet I will venture to say nine hundred and 
ninety-nine out of every one thousand persons never. heard 
of it, and science has never recognized any such a sense, 
Every living organized creature or anima) manifests some 
degree of intelligence, and all this intelligence, of whatever 
degree, comes through the same source—the organs of sense. 
Man's intelligence differs only in degree from all other 


worm. l 

I will elose this by quoting a sentence from Abner Koee-. 
land’s ** Philosophical Creed,” written in 1893: 

“I believe that there can be no will or intelligence where 


and not the cause of organization," 


fuliy controverted. I. Kina. 


Fort Donam, GA., Feb. 16, 1880. 
Draz Trurs SEEKER: Though removed from the im- 
mediate scene of your persecution, we nevertheless feel that 


sense Our own. ; 
mails is something that should concern every citizen of this 


in penitentiaries ostensibly for circulating à pamphlet like 
** Qupid's Yokes,” while canting hypocrites and designing 
priests are allowed unquestioned to peddle the ** word of- 


why and wherefore.” 
most of us heartily condemn. Bo do we also condemn the 
right of publishers to publish nor dealers to circulate them, 
* Equality before the law!” does not mean that’ Anthony 
Comstock may send his lewd Bibles and filthy letters. 
through the mails at will. and that you shall languish ina 
prison for circulating something less lewd. But Comstock: 


‘crown of righteousness.” History has them in hand, and 
examples of the darkness of the age’ which they hay dis- 


Inquisition. 4 
You hav many warm friends in this community, Mr. 
effort to disseminate knowledge, to tear down the throne 
from which priests wield the scepter, to promote virtue and 
purity and to ameliorate the condition of mankind. 
e-are-allpoor,and cannot do what we wolld like to do to 


ears; but if the star of prosperity continues to rise yet a 


tion, and by that time we shall probably be able to renew: 


for a year, and also to add many more to the list. We hav 
all '* come to stay." Respectfully yours, : 
N. H. DELANO, 


H, P. HAYNES, 
H. N. SANBOBN, 
E. D. MARSHALL, 
D. C, BENJAMIN, 
CALISTOGA, CAL., April 11, 1880. 
"Eprron TRUTH SEEKER: In your issue of April 3d, cop- 


think of against the judge who sentenced bim, and that 
Kearney was tried and convicted for slander and threaten- 
ing the life, indirectly, of a gentleman who is a sugar 


dictation of the sand-lot orator. He says itis believed by 


in his peculiar manner until they yield or strike back. Alt 


hav received from the San Francisco papers. Bo that in: 


doubt, done good by his persistent agitation, but I am sure 
he has said much that has done harm, and said it in a very 
bad style. : č 


the condition of the toilers, I know that law aad business 
arrangements are much in favor of the wealthy classes, and 


gain still more wealth than how to make their fellow-men 
comfortable and contented; in fact, there are those who 


slow murder of those in their power. The poor leel this 
most of all, and it is not to be wondered at that now and 
then some one oversteps the proper bounds in speech or 
action. While I 


upon any one. 

Mr. 
Kearney's. Bennett has always kept within reasonable 
bounds and had a farce of a trial, while Kearney had what 


guage charged against him, à 
I nay written this, not to condemn Kearney or censure 
the Winsted Presa, but to correct any impression that might 


Should I find in the future that I am wrong in what I hav 


written, 1 will be as ready to correct myselt as L hav been to 
correct the Winsted Press, 


home of Mr. Bennett. Being 80 far away, and possessed of 
but smali means, I cannot be present on the occasion; howt 
ever, I can say that I am glad that he will at last come oue 
of his confinement to breathe the pure air and enjoy th 
aunlight of nature and of his fellow-men, and hope he may 


I was & reader of the Boston Investigator when that sen- ; 
tence was first published, and hav never yet seen it SUCCESS- : 


land. When people, who because they ‘are odious to tha ' . 
Lord's first lieutenant, Anthony Comstock, are incarcerated 


God" in the shape of Bibles—than which a more filthy | 
book cannot be found—it is time people found out “thè ` 
The pamphlet itself is one which: 


Bible and sycophantic tracts, but we never question the . 


graced, as we now point to the leading spirits inthe Spanish ^ 


Bennett, who will always heartily co-operate in your every . 


many that those who will not be blackmalled are attacked . 
this person said agrees substanuelly with the impressions I ` 


the K'arney case free speech has not been attacked in the... . 
sense referred to in the article copied. Mr. Kearney has, no. .. : 


follow their selfish aims go far that the effect is equal toa 


seems & fair trial and confessed that he had used the lan-. .. 


be made by taking the view that Kearney is a martyr or l 
that freedom of speech has been attacked in his person, < 


In this connection let me add my mite in the welcome 


| our senses of getting knowledge, I should like to know it. .: 


organized creature’s, even down to the oysterjor the earth- ^" 


there is no sense, and no sense where there are no organs of, . 
sense ; and hence sense, will, and intelligence are the effect ' 


the cause for which you are now a sufferer is in every |. 
The freedom and inviolability of the ; 


and Judge Benedict hav laid up for themselves their: i: 


they will be pointed at with loathing in years to come, as 


But... 
assist you. Iowa has had ‘‘hard picking” for the past few .:' 


ittle longer we may be able to do something toward the . 
maintenance of your valuable paper, which we recognize 
as a Very important auxiliary in the spreading of light and ` `. 
knowledge. Wesend $1.00 each for four months’ subscrip- ^: 


ied from the Winsted Press, is an article entitled ‘Attacking ^: " 
Free Speech.” I hav just been talking with a gentleman ``: 
that I know to be truthful and who has long been in the. - 
employ of the Pacific Rolling Mills of Ban Franciaco, and... . 
he says he heard Kearney used all the vile epithets he could ` 


refiner and who would not discharge his Chinamen at the: > 


Tama workingman practically, not politically, yet my... 
sympathies go with all parties honestly trying to improve |, 


that many wealthy people concern themselves more how to `` 


am pleased to see any and every paper - 
defend free speech, free press, and free mails, am sorry . > 
that any should abuse that freedom so as to work injury... 


Bennett’a case is very d ferent from that of Mr, = 


| The Gui) Beeker, April 25, 1880. : 


. feel well repaid in the end for the long, dreary sacri ' territor and spread abroad the light as it is in soi 

has made for the truth aud the right. I like M Eo come Haad Pos £ E M ds 
feel happy and contented while they liv rather than neglect! Mr. Bennett's letters from Albany are very interesting and 
them in life to heap encomiums upon their graves, If can: Valuable, and I suppose that you will publish them in book 
do the departed but little good, I think, but it will help the form. They will constitute a very important part of the 
living a great deal. So “at thy return with joyful glee glad history of the conflict. Those prominent Liberals, men and 
echoes now ere riuging,” Welcome! Welenmet Welcome! | Women, who stood by Mr. Bennett through the dark and 

nis . "^ J.C. Weysrianr, | | perilous time when it seemed as though the cloud hanging 


ity, to deny it, and even accused me of duplicity in asking 
favors of the church, From your brother, 
NA T . .. . .R V. Rosryson. 
P.. S —Perhaps Mr. Force thinks that by such conduct he 
will win. me to the fold of Christ. Dear brother, do vou 
think he will ? E. V. R 


Parts, ILL., April 5, 1880. 


Mns. D. M. Bennett, Dear Madam : Inclosed find post- 


Boston, Mass, April 2, 1880. | 


My Dear Bennett: I must congratulate you that the 
ftime has so near come when you will be delivered out of 
‘tthe hands, not of the Philistines but of the Christians 


.\(a Christian bastile) and once more breathe the free and pure 


iair of the universe, I wish also.to congratulate your brave 


“and noble little wife, who has been so patient and faithful 


- never was an evil but what some good came out.of it. 


. noble souls all over the land; both men and women, in 


wall through this trying ordeal, for these hav been times that 
ihav tried your very souls, yet neither of you hav been 
Xound wanting. Bə welcome, thou brave and noble martyr, 
ito freedom, home, and friends. For humanity you hav 
suffered, and humanity will reward you; for I do think there 
If 
you had not been persecuted and imprisoned we never 
should hav had these brave and noble letters from Ludlow: 
and Albany. If you had not been imprisoned perhaps it 
would not hav brought out. the genius and masterly pen of 
& Leland, a Wakeman, a Parton, and a host of brave and 


defense of humanity. i 
If you had not been imprisoned perhaps we should not 
hav fully realized what a stupendous fraud we hav in the! 


. executive chair to-day, and who is governed by the bigots 


of the cvangelical church, and has thereby ignored the, 


. rights of the people in a petition from the people the largest . 


in the annals of history, thereby saying to us, ‘‘ You hav no | 
rights which we (the church) are bound to respect.” And 
‘finally, if you had not been imprisoned your grand and 


; repentance. 


above his devoted head would also enshroud their loyal 
hearts in its foul eclipse, deserve well at our hands. All 
honor to James Parton, Elizur Wright, Amy Post, and 
others like them who did not permit the love of fame or the 
fear of contumely to chain their truth-speaking tongues or 
seal their elequent lips when truth's and liberty’s apostle 
was ‘struck down by the mailed hand of religious intoler- 
ance and one-sidedness, Honor to the brave and loyal hearts, 
and let the finger of scorn and the accent of doubt follow 
ihe cowards and traitors until they do. work meet for 


A candid expression of opinion is always in order. Bro, 
H. L, Green has recently said, .** With the opinions ad- 
vanced in the pamphlet above named ('Cupid's Yokes’) I 
hav no sympathy whatever, but on the contrary, believe 


office order for six dollars and fifty cents, to be applied as 
heretofore. 
I will fee] called upon to make for this specific purpose; and 
those who hav contributed, and those who hav not, will 
rejoice in the liberation of your husband from the clutches 
of prejudice, superstition, and bigotry, And with the hope 
that our people will soon become go educated that it will be 
impossible for any one to be cast into prison who has injured 
no one either in person or property, Lam, 


This I suppose to be the last remittance. that 


Yours respeetfully, Wu. H. GROHEGAN. 


A. ©, C. TAMSEN TO MRS. SLENKER, 


: o Brooxtyn, E. D , April 6, 1880. 
Mns. ELMiNA D. SLENKER, Dear Madam: I, and no 


, 80 far been promulgated. The reforms advocated in '*Cu- 


that they are the very worst that could be promulgated.” 
Asa soldier in that great army of which Bro. Green is.a 
trusted and true leader, permit me to say that I hav a great 
deal of sympathy with the opinions advanced in that 
pamphlet, and that { consider them as the very best that hav 


doubt hundreds of others, hav read with great satisfaction 
your answer to J. H. Dodd (presumably a reverend) in last 
week's TRUTH SEEKER. Your fearless and pointed manner 
of expression has won my admiration. I would that more 
people had, like you, the ability and the determination to 
point out such facts in history a8 hav been proved erro- 
neous. : 
That George Washiogton has been greatly overrated, and 
Thomas Paine in the same measure been underrated, no 
lover of truth and justice can deny. : 
Ingersoll’s so-called sneers may shock the over-sensitive 
nature of Mr. Dodd; but while great men like Ingersoll 
utter wise and noble sentiments, and, according to Dodd, 
men too poor to buy. their wives decent clothes pay one dol- 


pid’s Yokes” are much needed and must come, how soon 
we do not know, but probably much sooner than many 
anticipate. Hail the day of the advent of a new society 
and a better morality! E. C. WALKER. . 


AN OPEN LETTER TO E. A. CHAPMAN. 


Waconpa, Kan. 


FRIEND CHAPMAN : I hav just read your long article, 


lar to hear Ingersoll mock the Savior and blaspheme God 


noble Taura BROXBRAVOU not Bav been s0 extensively ; “ Dues Death End Ail?” and as I fail to see the proof just Almighty, there is hope for the ultimate liberation of the 


‘read as it is to-day. And all this, my dear friend, has! where I hav always failed on reading and listening to Spirit- 


‘Caused an agitation that will not down nor cease, both in the 
religious and political atmosphere, until justice is.satisfled ; 
&ud it seems to me that no honest man, with his eyes open, 
will follow either great political party; and I would most 
respectfully call upon all Liberais of whatever shade of 
religion, to Combine, or pool their issues. Stop these love 
pats, and don’t waste your ammunition, but save it for the 
common enemy. In this respect we might take a lesson 
‘trom the church. They quarrel among themselves until 
they find an outside enemy, thén they all combine to fight 
‘it, 48 they are now doing. ‘They: hav already smote us hard 
‘on one cheek; now shall we turn the other to them and let 


` them smite that also ? or shall we meet them as Greek meets 


Greek ? 
Old theology is getting a terrible shaking here in Boston | 

just now by the powerful and masterly Denton, who is 

uelivering a course of lectures here in Paine Hall. . 
Yours for justice and truth, J. EDWARDS ANDREWS, 


PoRTLANDVILLE, N. Y., April 15, 1880. 
Eprron TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Inclosed tind $1.00, 
for which please send me six copies of THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
The balance please giv to H. L. Green, Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the National Liberal League. 
I hope the day is not far distant when the number of sub- 
scribers to Tog TRUTH SENKER wil be augmented to that 


degree that the paper can be furnished for $2.00 with a! 
.£eod liberal profit to the editor. 1 think if every subscriber ; 


would exert himself a little that it could be increased to 
that degree within a year. I believe a reduced subscription 
fee would be tbe means of greatly facilitating an increased 


circulation, and thus be the means of diffusing truth more ` 


rapidly. Three dollars appears like a large sum for a poor 
man that has all he can do to make both ends meet. Notwith- 
standing, when you get a subscriber at those figures it is a 
good evidence that you hav one that appreciates the paper. 
I make it a point to send my paper to some one who 1 think 
wiil read it, as soon as I hav read its contents. I think this 
plan would be a good one for each subscriber to adopt, It 
wil only cost about fifty cents per year to send them by 
mail to some friends who you think will be benefited by their 
perusal, and fifty cents is à small amount for one to donate 
to buildgip so great and good a cause as the liberty of 
thought and conscience. ` Every good American citizen 
should value his freedom too high to allow it to dwindle or 
slip his grasp by neglecting or refusing to sustain an instru- 
ment so essential to its Vitality. 

Wishing you a happy success go long as you are devoted 
to liberty and truth, L remain, Ever yours, 
PETER SOULE. 


“CONCORDIA, KAN., April 9, 1880. 


` Borror TRUTH ÑEEKER, Ser: L send you with this an 


- stars of our nine demands, float proudly to the breeze, and 


exchange Graft amounting. to $2.00, which you will please 
apply to my subscription account and oblige me. My heart 
and sympathies are still for Taz TRUTH SEEKER and the 
cause of free speech, free press, and free mails, and I re- 
joice that the time is near at hand when Mr.. Bennett will step 
forth from prison more purified in person and feeling, more 
exalted in the minds ot a liberty-loving people, and better 
qualified to lead in the cause of humanity than ever before. 
May the cause of justice and truth still go -marching on 
wiin such rapid strides as to establish within the coming 
year an epoch within the history of our country which will 
forever suppress the dogmatical encroachments of churchly 
power. This must be, and the masses are fast awakening 
to the fact, as is evidenced by the late unprecedented in- 
crease of auxiliary Leagues, that the churches must soon 
assume a8 less dictatorial tone in matters pertaining to the 
rights of those who choose to dissent from them in opinions. 
We see and feel this increase of Liberal sentiment to-day, 
not alonein the modified sentiment of those who but yes- 
terday were extremely bitter in their denunciation of radical 
expressions of thought, but in the bitter death-struggle of 
prionta to inaugurate & censorship over the press aud free 
malls. ý 

Long may our standard, beautifully emblazoned with the 


in the coming time may all classes and conditions of men 
hail it as the grandest and most ennobling embiem ever given, 
10 humanity. Respectfully. A. R. CLEMENT. 


i.t Norway, Iowa, April 14, 1880. 

Mr. Evrror : I am highly gratified at the eminently suc- 
cessful manner in which you and your assistants hav con- 
ducted the gallant TRUTH SEEKER during the incarceration 
of Mr. Bennett, and I trust that when your now imprisoned 
chief once more takes his ri^*.1ful place at the head of the. 
best Freethought paper in ine world he will find you both 
able aud willing to help him oarry the war into the enemy'a 


j the cause of pain, 


! Bpirit; but just as soon as he was challenged to a discussion 


ualist's lectures, I do wish you would giv it me in some 
plain, short, common-sense way—some way that my facul- 
ties can comprehend. I may say just here that I hav the 
five senses for the express purpose of bringing me into con- 
tact with all material things, but to discover a spirit these 
are useless, as I hav tried them in that line for more than 
half a century. Then I hav that faculty which seeks for 
and obtains proof of things not present, as for example the 
existence of, Paris or Calcutta, and these are all the faculties 
that I possess to bring me into contact with all things. Now 
if you can so present the subject as to cause me to compre- 
hend it through the last faculty, I shall feel much obliged 
to you. As to the appeal to the five. senses, that is played 


| out. 


You say that causes are invisible, yet I think if you, by 
accident, tread on my toes, I can by eyo-sight alone discover 
And if I retaliate and giv you an un- 
merciful beating. you too would consider you had discov- 
ered the cause of pain, and hav me arrested for assault and 
battery, and judge and jury would believe your evidence of 
the cause. 

You say that if death ends all, humanity is a bubble. 
Well, now, if it don’t end all, what isit ? Certainly so much 
of good it has done is:a good bubble, while the bad may be 
a bad bubble ; but, bubbles as they may be, it is better to be 
a good bubble than a bad one, a happy bubble than a miser- 


cumstances so that all the bubbles may be happy ones; and 


beats happiness ? All that is required of Spiritualists is to 
prove the existence of asoul. Mere assertion will not do 
for this age. We hav so nluch of pseudo-philosophy trying 
to be palmed off on the credulous that it needs great exertion 
to expose these impostors. Quite lately we had one here 
endeavoring to prove in his way that the last analysis was 


with a Materialist—the latter agreeing to pay his expenses 


and the hall rent—he declined, and of course left his cause 
worse than he found it, Gro. W. CHAPMAN, M.D. 


Dowaarac, Mica. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: Inclosed you will find extracts 

from a letter I wrote at the dictation of E. V. Robinson, a 

blind but intelligent Infidel. The subject matter was too 

good to be lost, so 1 induced him to let me copy it for pub- 
lication. Yours in hate, Dr. T. Rrx. 


The following is the extract : 


SHALL I ACCEPT THE BRIBE? 
Extract from a letter to Rev. J. M. Robinson, of Eiwardsburgh, 
Michigan: ; 


GRAND Haven, Micn. 

DEAR BROTHER : Some time ago I applied to your friend, 
Elder Force, of this city, for the use of his church, or rather 
an old building which they were using as a church, for my 
singing Class, and was flatiy denied. ‘fhe first excuse was 
some technicalities about the lease, but the second, and I 
think the real one, was my Infidelity. I told him I had 
said nothing of my views since I came, and, furthermore, 
I did not intend to. And as I was teaching church-music. 
which would be helping his choir and congregation, I could 
see no ground for the objection. All this, my dear brother, 
was of no avail, but he told me thatif I would only be a 
Christian I could get plenty of business to do. 

Well, what shall be done? I assert emphatically that I 
cannot help my belief; and you, as I underetand, credit me 
with strict sincerity in what I say. There is but one alter- 
native. You know, and Elder Force knows, and everybody 
else knows, that it is very easy to counterfeit the Christian 
religion; and so you see we hav a cash bribe for such vile 
hypocrisy. In other words, I am literally outlawed for 
refusing to do the very thing which is denounced in the most 
unmeasured terms, and that too by one of his disciples. 

But Hider Force makes no allowance for my manhood in 
standing out against this infamous bribe, and that too under 
all my load of poverty, blindness, lameness, sickness, and a 
family to provide for. No; he evidently thinks me a mean 
dog just because I don’t believe in his religion; but I think 
that the dog, if there is any, is on the other side of the 

ence. 

Again, I ask, What shall I do? Shall I accept the bribe, 
as thousands do, at the expense of my mauhood? Isay, 


deliberately and emphatically, that I wil die in the poor- 


house, or even on a dung-hili, before I will be the victim of 
such hellish duplicity. 
Well, it cost me several days of hard work traveling on 


‘my weak legs and over two dollars cash to find and fit up à 


class, aud it came very near smashing the business at that. 


I told Elder Force that he was not doing as he would be. 
, done by, and he had the impudence, or perhaps the stupid- i 


able bubble; and so far as I know, every Materialist thinks 
just there, and that it is his duty to produce or amend cir- 


is there anything in your country over the shining river that 


every man in this woc!d would read it 


American people from priestcraft. ; 
"And while such champions as Mrs. Slenker are numbered 


in our ranks, we are greatly encouraged to hope that the 


Liberal cause will also reach and interest the women of this 
country, at least those who are not too much enslaved by 
religious superstition and not afraid to think and act for 
themselves. Respectfully ene fraternally youre, 

A, C. O., Tamann. 


Orrumwa, Iowa, March 81, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: The Liberals of Ottumwa, 
hav made a good start; they hav sent the names o! twenty 
charter members, and got their charter in due time, but as 
yet hav failed to finish their organization. It has been a 
month or six weeks since we got our charter, and we hav 
not elected our officers yet.’ There seems to be a feeling of 
indifference or a lack of confidence iu our ability to push 
the thing through to completion. Taere is a numerous 
Liberal element in this city, but business seems to absorb 
their whole mind and effort. I wish some of our Liberal 
lecturers would make it a point to giv us a call in their lec- 
ture rounds and assist us tO finish our organization and get 
us started in the grand cause of full liberty. The means to 
pay for a course of lectures could easily be raised here I am 
satisfied.. Please let our needs be known through TRE 
TRUTH SEEKER. Inclosed find twenty-five cents. 

Yours, Ww, LiNDSEY. 


. ONTARIO, CANADA. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: Inclosed find five dollars, which 
you will please place to my credit. Before sitting down to 
write, I read the first two chapters of Genesis (something I 
hav not done for several years), and tried, asfar as possible, 
to judge what would be the impression they would make 
on my mind provided I had never read them before; in 
fact, to read them as.I would read the two first chap‘ers of 
some one of the many other bibles in the world that men 
believe in as divine inspiration. It would be too lengthy to 
describe the various thoughts that passed through my mind, 
but one was, if evolution had been the old fossilized idea, 
and thig story, or theory, the work of some modern thinker, 
what a fine chance it would giv the like of Joseph Cook to 
show his critical abilities tearing it to pieces! Tne proba- 
bility is that this is simply one of the many answers given 
to the questions, How did things come to exist? How did 
man come to hav a place in the world? Not necessarily 
’* cunningly devised," and yet not necessarily true. - Bince 
man found himself an intelligent being, he has been always 
trying to answer those questions; one propounding and 
another upsetting, and so the war goes on. 

Although not living in your country, I hav felt a deep 
interest in the struggle thatis going on between Freethought 
and Christianity. I hav keenly sympathized with Mr. 
Bennett, not because I believe as he does, or approve of ail 
his ways, but because I believe him to be upright, sincere, 
well-meaning, humane, and unselfish. I also believe that 
he cannot help his thoughts nor change his natural tenden- 
cies, and that except he was infringing on the rights and 
liberties of others, ne has a right to his own liberty and the 
free expression of his thoughts. lt is, in my opinion, a 
piece of the grossest barbarism to put a man into the peni- 
tentiary for doing what he believed to be right, unless, at 
Jeast, it could be proved that some one was ipjured by his 
going at large. 

I look with a great desl of charity on all shades of human 


character, believing thut people are just what circumstances 
meke them. If I were Anthony 
he does. 


omstock I would do as 
If I were Abbot I would conduct the Index just 
as he is doing. If I were Bennett I would hav done just as 


he has done and suffered the consequence just as he is 
doing. Even in the most enlightened countries a great deal 
of barbarism and cruelty is practiced and much misery 
engendered simply because man has not yet risen high 
enough to recognize complacently that diversity of opinion 


which is one of the greatest blessings to society. 
F. MALCOLM. 


BanmEgT?, Nex, March 21, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: lnav just been read- 


ing in the Beymour Times the lecture of Robert Ingersoll 
oa the anniversary ot Paine's birthday, aud I must confess 
it is one of the ablest lectures I ever read in my life. 
soll as a speaker and D. M. Bennett as a writer are the two 
champions of thìs worid in my opinion. 


Inger- 


J just read Mr. 
Bennett’s ** Bighin Letter from Albany.”: On, how I wish 
4 Iam the only one 


Pt 


in this vicinity that takes Tax Trout SEEKEB, but I am 
not tue only one that renda it. 
I pass it around until it is worn out, I think by another year 
I cag get some more subscribers for it. 


When I get ij read through 


Yours respectfully, Danrem W, WHITNEY, 


Wr rre. WEE, eO DRE Ls 
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. The Religion of “Believe or be Damned.” 


OPEN LETTER 
TO THE 


St Johns School Board | | 


M. BABCOCK. 


This book e^nteins an in- 
spired PHOTOGRAPH of the: 
GOD that's beivi: worshiped at 
the expense of the district in 
our publie schools; the God 
that’ overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that's wanted in the 
OPnstitution; the gentleman 
that owns’ some three billion 
dollars’ worth of untaxed 
church property; the "‘so-help: 
me’’God that mukes alie tha 
truth in court; the God that 
governors besought to stop the 
yellow fever, whici he didn't 

o. he picture is worth the 
price of the book. 


Price, 25 cents. For sale by 


D. M. 
== 


ANDREW STONE, M.D., 


Physician for the Last Twenty-threa 
rears to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
gienic Institute, Founder of the 

New Magnetic College, and 
Author of ‘“‘The New 
Gospel of Health,” 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmonary 
Gonsumptlon, Asthma, Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 


Diphtheria, Catarrh, and all diseases of the air 
passages, by inhalation of hia system of cold or 
Gool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 


blood directly, saving the stomach from being 
perverted by nauseous drugs, aB heretofore has 
een the practice of antiquated systems. 


By this WONDERFULLY PERFEOTED sys- 
tem, patients are successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
outthe necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—based 
in the first place, upon & searching DIAGNOSIS 
of each case, either by chemical analysis of the 
mornings urine (urinary Sanguinis), showing 
the eondition of the blood, or psychometric ex-. 
amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 
both, as may be deemed essential, where per- 
sonal presence is not had. 


FEES.—For the first month, $15, including 
analysis and diagnosis; or $35 for a course Of 
three months’ treaunent, securing inhaler, with 
whichever one of the following tnhaling vapors 


5 found to be needed, viz, The Balm, The 
onic, The Expectorant, The Anti-Asthmatic, 
e Anti-Hemorrhagic, The Anti-Septic, The 


agnétic Blood, Also, with effectual reme- 
dies for Cough, for Night Sweats; Vital Tonics 
netic Embrocations and Plasters for relief 

of Pain and Soreness, and every medicament, 
magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to each 
patient. Thousands of patients are thus an- 


' nually successfully treated at their own homes 


that are not personally attended, because, un- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
stantly deputed in each case, bringing about 
wonderful visible effects, 


Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Drinology, sin Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 
gressive physicians that cannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 

The art of healing taught in this College come 
bines the science of Animal and Vital Magnet- 
ism, Medicated Electricity, Equalizing and Ad- 
justing the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 

‘using into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 
System Vital Force by Impartation and Indue- 
tion of Psychic Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers. 


The vitalizing magnetic power of healing by 
Sun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
of effete matter by cutaneous secretion. The 
doctrine taught at this Oollege is emphatically 
to construct, to build up, to nourish and develo 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 

Analysis and full report of case made for $6, 
Independent, of any treatment. Packages 
transmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 
tion, and stamps for return answers must be 
inelosed in all cases, or no reply will be made, 


Address, ANDREW SToNE,.M. D., Con- 
sulting and Attending Physician, Bowery 
Piace, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y, 17 


CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leading 
to them are plairly treated by that plainest of 
books, PLAIN HOME TALK, EMBRACING 
MEDIOAL COMMON SENSE —neariy 1,000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by Dh. E. B. FOOTE 
of 120 Lexington Ave. N»w York, to whom ail 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19,1878, Mr. Bennett’s 
TRUTH SEEKER thus sueaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: “ We know him (Dr. 
Foote) porsonally and intimately, aud we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives and 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-belngs by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medicai works possess the highest value, 
and hav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 

reat benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
ogical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
has so ably imparted. 

Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are a 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE. Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion. by mail, postage prepaid, ouly $1.50. Con- 
tents table fres, AGENTS WANTED 


TED, 
MUBRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
gi o. Hast 28th Street, New York. 


THEOLOGY AT WORK. 
BENNETT, 141 Eighth street, New York.'W 


JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
muslin, containing 275 pages, 12mo, Price, 
$1.25. 


This book contains the prinsipal 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the Pentateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 
pisos that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
neorreot, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and' seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic, inimitable in its style, and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, anu pathos, 


— 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS. 


Cabinet size, price $2,50, 

Small Busta, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By SAROoNY, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


oints that 


Imperial or large size . . ,  . 40cente 
Photo or card size ee ee la 20 " 
Life-size Lithograph, 21x27 . .. . 50 “ 


Postage paid. 
E D. M, BENNETT. 


14 EramTRHBT.. New YORK. 


per day at home. Rampi:s 
6 to B20 Sort ss treo. Address BIIN 
SON & OO . Portland Maina. lya 


outfit free. Address H. HALLETT & 
CO., Portland, Maine. 1y21 


ST A WEEK, $i2a day at home easily made, 
Outfit free. Address TRUE & Oo., Augusta, 
Maine. ty? 


W. S. Bell’s Lectures. 


1. Thomas Paine. 
2. Jesus Christ. 


66.2 eck in your own town. Terms and 


1. Hell, and Persecution. 

9. What Has Freethought to Of- 
fer in Place of Christianity ? 

3. Revivals of Religions. : 


PRESS NOTICES. 


He is a good. speaker, & perfect gentleman, 
a scholar, and weil acquainted with the subjects 
on which he 8peaks.— ONE OF HIS AUDIENOE, 
‘in '' Ipswich Chronicle.” 


Mr. Bellis a profound thinker and an elo- 
quent speaker. His points are clear and dis- 
tinct, and he does not faii to convince—'"' Huli's 
Orucible.” 

: Mr. Bell is a gentleman of fine scholarly at- 
tainments and a very pleasing Bpeaker.—''Ban- 
ner of Light." 


Mr. Bell is & pleasing spenker, polite to oppo- 
nents, but. of course, radical in his views.~— 
" Marietta Register." . 

Bro. Bell is a first-class speaker, and handles 
his subjects in a masterly manner,—Mas, FRANK 
KoxnHN&, in “ Boston Investigator.” 

He is & gentleman of recognized superior 
ability not only as a public speaker, but in the 
use of his pen.—'" New Bedford &lgnal." 


For terms, etc., address 
WW. S. BELL, 
No. 78 Fourth St., New BEDFORD, Mass, 


JUST ISSUED. 
A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK, 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form ; 
shows how Ohronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice, It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the ehronte ilis to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
E by mali to any one sending thori poate 
and a three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing. 

MUBBAY HILL PUBLISHING CO, ^ 

139 East 28th Street, N. Y. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


EPITOME 


OF THE 


Sixteen Saviors or None; Positive Philosophy 


OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
. eal Gun. 
By KEnsEYy Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. Perry's “ Bix- 
teen Saviors or Oae." Two hundred 


and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out aud thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 


Oineinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholara.ot the age in the orthodox ranks, His 
work isa review of Kersey Graves!" Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible, 
And Mr.Gravesclaims to hay met and answered 
&nd thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry's 
arguments and positions azainst Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amosing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his '' Eeclesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities. one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself, 
The witnesses in their eross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selvés, but condemn éach other, showing some 
of them ere not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case, This feature of the work is really 
laughable, It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn “ state’s evi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perrythat is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enliyened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, "A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a zrease spot of either," 
In the two works wiil be found the abjest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 


LOVE AND TRANSITION; 


AN EPIC AND ARGUMENT. 


190 Pages well bound, . *» — $100, 
WOMAN'S WAY OUT: 
Thirty-five Essays on Dress , . 10cents, 


‘PROGRESS vs. FASHION: 


Full Essay on Dress;10 cts, post paid, from- 
this office. 


‘Six Lectures on Astronomy, 
. By PEor. BioHARD A. PROOTOR, 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city, in the winter of.1875-0, and were re. 
ported honographloally expressly for THE 

RUTH SEEKER by Miss M. 8. Gontcharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever de. 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents, 


The titles of the Lectures are: 


I, Growth of Worlds 

IL Life and Death of Worlds, 

HIL Other Worlds than Ours. 

IN. Other Suns than Ours. 

. The Great Mysteries of the Universe. 
Beligion and Astronomy. 


D. M. BENNETT. 141 Elghth st.. N. Y 


LECTURES OF 


R.G. INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION. 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures." 
Oontents.—"The Gods,” "Humboldt." “Thos, 


Paine,” “Individuality,” ‘Heretics and Her- 
esies.” Price, 50 cents. 


‘Vol. II. “The. Ghosts, and 
other Lectures.” . 
OonTENTS.—” The Ghosts,” ' Liberty of M 
Woman, and Ohild,” " Declaration of ladepend: 
ence,” “Farming in Illinois,” “Speech at Oin- 


einnati," “ The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream." Price 50 cents. 


Both volumes bonnd in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 

Imperial, or large 826... ..--... 40 cents, 

Photo, or card size... .... sss 20 cents, 

Life-size lithograph, 21x27...... 50 cents, 


Postage paid. 


Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t., New York, 
| THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POBITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
į of HUMANITY. Just out, By 


OOURTLANDT PALMER, 
Price, 25 cents. 


AND 
RELIGION 5 HUMANITY. 
THIRD EDITION, with OHART and INTRO- 
DUOTION. By T, B. WAKEMAN, Esa. 
Just ont, Price, 25 cents. $ 


KNOW THYSELF! 


Z UN E untold miseries that re-' 


H 
T sult. from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and eured.. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
fhe new medicai work yub- 
lished by the PEABODY MED. 
IGAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
mntitled The Science of Life; 
7 or, Self Preservation, Ex. 


austed vitality, nervous and physical debility, 


hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price ofthe book, Bound in French 
cloth : price oniy $1, sentby mall post-paid. 

The London Lancet says: “No person Should 
be without this valuable book. "The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. 

The author refers by permission to JOS. 8. 
FISHER, President; W, I. P. INGRAHAM, vicos 
President; W. PAINE GAUNTT 


. M.D.; 0. , 

.D.; H. J. DOUGET, M.D, ; R, H. KLINE, M.D.; - 
J.R. HOLCOM 5, M.D.: N. B. LYNOH, M.D,: and 
M. BR. O'CONNELL, M.D., faculty of the Phila- 


delphia University of Medicine and Surgery; 
also the faculty of the American University o 
Philadelphia; also Hon. P. A. BISSELL, M.D., 
President of the National Medical Association, 


KER OMS Drink “street, HE A L l 
THYSELF 


Boston, Mass. The author 
may be consulted on all dis- 
eases requiring skill and ex- 


perience. . 
FROM 


A SERIES OF LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 


D. M. BENNETT 


WHILE IN PRISON IN 


LUDLOW-STREET JAIL. 


BHOWING THE 


Injustice of his Mock Trial and 
the Meanness of his Perse- 
cutors, with Reports ofa 
Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
Europe and in 
this Country. 

ALSO GIVING A 


Suceinct Account of the 
Thousands of Christian Perse- 
cutions that hav Taken Place in 
the Centuries Gone. The Cruelties 
which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
which is added some of 


MR. BENNETT’S 
LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY. 


PENITENTIARY, 


650 pp., 12mo, with steel plate engraving 
of the author, Price, $1.50. 


Revelations of Antichrist 


CONOEBNING 
Christ and Christianity. 


" This volume gives us mountains of evidence 
that the Ohrist of the Bible was never born, 
never crucified. never died, It contains 
more deep researches into the far back pages 
of antiquity than any volume I ever read 
ANTICHRIsT proves trom historv that James 
Kepha fCephas, alias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Ohristian era, and so did Jesus 
Ohrist—indeed, many Christs and many by the 
name of Jesus. . . Inmy precious collection 
of Liberal works I hav placed this last valuable 
acquisition first and foremost of all.” 

f ELMINA D. SLENKER. 

The book contains 446 pages. with & very full 
Index and tabie of contents. Price. $200. 


THE ROOT OF THE MATTER. 
SAMSON : 


A Mvth-Storv of the Sn, 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ac- 


cording to the Holy Men 
of Old. . 


The author of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythical in its character. He presenta 
us a number of copies to be disposed of In the 
interest of THE TRUTH SEEKER. AN who pur- 
chase will therefore aid Tux TRUTH SEERÉB to 
the amount of their purehase, or add to the 
Bennett fund as they may choose. 

Samson, 20 cents; Gospel of the Kingdom, 
vols., each, a0 cents, 


The Truth Seeker, April 95, 1880. 


971 


NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


The following valnable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “rhe 
Truth Seeker:” 


Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER. 


12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts, 


' This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 
character of the origin of the religion of 
rist. PEE 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces Theology Ete, 


BY CHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
: This ia a collection of Essays revrinted from 
various journals, .They ure chiefly intended to 


uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author, 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
. Judaism, Etc, 

BY HALSEY R., STEVENS, 
Ex'ra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


. 
Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 
A concise account of the Christian religion, 


and all the prominent religions before and 
since Ohristianity. 


BY HALSEY B. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


LOVE VENTURES. 


A rose. tinted record of love in the tropíes, 
with strange and stactling adventures thereto 
belonging. Price, 50 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $1.00. 


e e e f 
Positive Primer: 
Being a series of familiar conversations on 
.. the. Religion of Humanity... 


BY C. G. DAVID. 
Price, 75 cents. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A critical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI. Professor of Philosophy at tue Licso Dante, 
Florenoes. Extra cioth, 12m0, 327 pp, $2.00, 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp. .. . $1.75, 


CHRIST OF PAUL, 
BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00, 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and ereeds which antedated the 
formation of the Christian church. 


Cultivation of Art and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting, 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
12mo. 48 pp; paper, 20 cts. ; flexible cloth, 35 ets. 


‘THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH, 


BY M. SOHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabbi of the Oongregation Anshe Eme:h, Al- 
bany, 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents, 


THE i 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 
A Summary of the Arguments Against Ohris- 
tianity 

This fs a very valuable and concise work, and 
states in plain and unmistakable language the 


reaaons why Christianity is a failure. Price, 50 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 


OTHER PAPERS, 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theolecisat Amendment 
tand the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 
Paper, 12mo, 63 pages; price, 25 cents, 


VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
bractice will prove. : 

Cures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 
Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrht&a, 
Impotency, 
youth, sexual excess in maturer 
other causes, producing some of the fol. 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Bmis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreama), Dimness 
of Sight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Society of Fe. 
males, Confusion of {deas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, ote,, otc. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doetor'8 latest and greatest medical discovery. 
and wnich he has so far preseribed for this 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to eure in & single case, and some of 
them were:in a terribly shattered condition ; 
bad been in the Insane asylums, many ha 

alling Siekness—- Fits; others upon the verge 

.onsumption; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 


rus and 


themselves, 
By philis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrhoa, Gleet, 


Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 


private diseases quickly cures, All diseases of 


women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhoa, 


3 9s treated with equal success, 
R 


. R. P. FELLOWS has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact h&d been given up by their physi- 
clans to die; but br the aid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
Skül. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of tha complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession, 


: PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELER 


Sent to- any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
‘fects, and cure of Spermatorrhoea, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magistiate. which 
àis positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doetor's great skill. 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 


strictly confidential. Inclose two three. 
cent stamps, and address as above. 


[From the Western Reformer] 
' DR. R, P, FELLOWS 


ig & bighly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an original system of practice, and is 
perfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hay 
heard many flattering reports of his successful 
cures of diseases incident to humanity.” 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LECITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON, 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TautTH S£EKER. It is the beston the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 


Price 10 cente, . M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth Btreet.N. Y. City. 


ARARE “The Commoner.’ 


The most Radical, Anti- Ring, Axti-Clique, 
Anti-Monopolistic Greenback-Labor Paper 
in the world.. Published weekly, $1.50 per 


eat. 

Sianas “Life of B. F. Butler," oneof the most 
readable books ever written. Over 200 pages; 
price, 50 cents, Wesend the " Life of Butler" 
and the "Oommoner ? three, months, to any 


Y 2 Addrers 
address, for SüGent&, vogig HULL & 00., 
ats 46 School St.. Boson, Mass. 


Issues of the Age. 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 
price, $1.00. 


Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus, 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.—N. 
Y. Graphic. 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering ‘labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced,~Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance oftheir thought. He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirationg.—XN. Y. Tribune. 


Situation Wanted 


By a na Ti ri ar as, aasistant to some 
eg Bician, A88 

good eclectto pavel hr. MARY E. STRONG. 

15 E Ohieago. Ill, _ 


as the result of self abuse ‘in | 


| Nathaniel ‘Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


i Author of “ The Iliad of the East," ** Xavier 
|j and L etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold - 
b:ck and side stamps; 12mo, 
.404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are get before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.— Pall Mall Gazette. 


Powar. eloquence, and originality character- 
ise "" Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels,—Itlusirated Lon- 

! don News. 


Àn independent and respeetable study of 
character in the law cf circumstance such as 
i 8¥en George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition, 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas.— Westminster Review. 


D. M. BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Eighth St.. N.Y 


THE MARTYRDOM OF MAN, 


A Compendium of Universal History 
BY WINWOOD READE. 
SECOND EDITION. 


Large clear type, toned paper, broad mar- 
gins, extra cloth, 12mo, 543 pp., $1.75. 


Mr. Reade’s historica! survey of the world of 
nature and man, marvelous as it is, in its mul- 
titude of details. in its comprehensive sweep, 
in its terse, splendid paragraphs, in its evi- 
dence of wide and careful reading, aud its gen- 
eral accuracy, gives theimDression of a reading 
as immense as that of Hume, Gibbon, or of 
Buckle, 

Exrraor.—The good in this world prodom- 
inates over the bad; the good is ever intreas- 
ing, the bad is ever diminishing, But,if God is 
ove, why is there any bad at all? Is the world 
Hke a novel, in Which the villains are put in to 
make it more dramatic, and in which virtue 
only triumphs in the third volume? It is cer- 
tain that the feelings of the created hav in no 
way been considered. If, indeed, there were a 
judgment-day, it would be for man to appear at 
the bar, not as a criminal, but as an accuser, 
What has he done that he should be subjected to 
& life of torture and temptation? God might 
bav made us all happy, and he hag made us 
miserable. Is that benevolence? God might 
hav made us all pure, and he has made us all 
sinful. ‘Is that the perfection of morality? If 
I belieyad in this man-created God, ín this 
divine Nebuchadnezzar, I would say, You can 
make me livin your world, O Creator, but you 
cannot make me admire it; you can load me 
with chains, but-you cannot make me flatter 
you; you can send me to heil-fire, but you can- 
not obtain my esteem, And if you condemn me, 
you condemn yourself. If I hav committed 
sins, you invented them, which is worse. Ifthe 
watch you hay made does not go. well, whose 
faultis that? Is it rational to daran the wheels 
and the springs 

AUTHORITIES.—On Egypt, Wilkinson, Rawlin- 
son's Herodotus, Bunsen; Ethiopia or Ab- 
yasinia, Bruce, Baker. Lep^ius; Oarthage, Hee- 
ren's African Nations, Niebuhr. Mommsen; 
East Africa, incent’s Periplus, Gulliain, 
Hakluyt Soclety’s Publications; Moslem Af- 
rica (Central), Park, Oaille, Denham and Olap- 
perton, Lander, Barth, Ibn Batuta, Leo Afri- 
canus; Guinea and South Africa, Azurara. 
Barros, Major, Hakluyt Purchas. Livingstone, 

Assyria, Sir H. Rawlinson, Layard; India. 
Max Muller, Webber; Persia, Heerens' Asiatic 
Nations; Oontral Asta, Burnes, Wolff, Vambery ; 
Arabia, Niebuhr, Oaussin de Perceval, Sprenger, 
Deutsch, Muir, Burckhardt, Burton, Palgrave: 
Palestine, Dean Stanley, Renan, Dollinger, Spi- 
noza, Robinson, Neander. 

Greece, Grote, O. Meller, Curtius, Hearens, 
Lewes, Taine, About, Becker's Charicles; Rome, 
Gibbon, Macaulay. Becker's Gallus; Dark Ages, 
Hallam, Guizot. Robertson, Prescott. Irving; 
Philosophy of History, Herder. Buckle, Oomre 
Lecky, Mill, Draper; Science, Darwin, Lyell’ 
Herbert Spencer, Huxley, Tyndall, Vestiges of 
Oreation, Wailace, Tyior, Lubbock. 

It is really a remarkable book, in which uni- 
versal history is " boiled down” with surprising 
skill."—Literary World. 

You turn over his pages with a fascination 
Similar to that experienced in reading Wash- 
ington Irving.—Znter- Ocean. 

His history has a continuity a rush, & carry- 
ing power, which reminds us strikingly of Gib- 
bon.—XNew Haven Palladi*m. 

The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has astyle that reminds us of ie. 


lay,—Penn Monthly. 

We could scarcely hav supposed it possible for 
any writer, however gifted, to put into one vol- 
ume, reasonable in sizə and price, so much reli- 
able information, sound logie, and inspiring 
thought.—Lilerary Review. 


GREENBACK-LABOR CHRONICLE 


. F.M. Foca, | purge | Founded by SOLON 
Gon. J. H. BLOOD, } Ep'ze. CHASE in 1874, 
MBE Oldest, Livest, Oheapest,Greenback-Labor 

Journal in the country. 

Devoted to the interests of labor, the econom- 
jeal and just distribution of the products of 
labor, and a scientific financial system—one 
that will not rob labor to enrich idleness, 

PLATFORM. A ace. 
. S:ates paper, dollar to be the 
gait peace bearin this imprint: United 
States Money - One Dollar. Receivable for pub- 
lie duss and legal tender for private debts 
2. The immediat 


e payment of the bonded dobt 
ording to the right reserved to pay it before 
maturity by Saction 3693, Revised Statutes, U. 8. 
3, Government loans to the people through 
states. counties, cities, and towns, to be paid, 
after five years, in twenty m installments, 
er Gent per annum tax. 
at On Dorn ment conduct of public transporta- 
d telegraphs. 
tion Government aid to homestead settlers. 

6. Universal adult suffrage. 

7. Abolition of legal debts. 

8. Abolition of the 
and the substitution o 
punishment by imprisonment 

A large 32-column paper, plain type, $1.00 & 
year, in advances; 3 months, 25 cents. Send for 
sample cony. Every yearly subscriber receives 
“The Life of General B. F, Butler," as a pro- 
mium, & book of several hundred pages, and an 
authoritative biography of this distinguishe 
citizen. FOGG, BLOOD & CO, Auburn, Me, 
Publishers. — 


f reformatory laoor for 
for erime. 


l 


| 
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"Truth. Seeker Collection, of 
Forms, Hymns, and Recitations, 
Forms for Organizing Societies, Forms for 
Constitutions and By-Laws, for Funeral 
Services, Marriage Services, Naming of In- 
fants, Obituary Notices, Epitaphs, Willa, etc. 
Also, nearly 625 Liberal and Spiritu: listic 
Hymns, original and selected, for Public 
Meetings, Funerals, Social Gatherings, etc. 
The whole supplemented by a fine selection 
of Recitations, comprising maay of the 
finest poetical gems in the language. Over 
580 pages, at the extremely low price of 75 
cents, in cloth. ` 

Chronicles of Simon Christianus, 
His Manifold and Wonderful Adventures in 
the Land of Cosmos. A New Scripture from 
an antique manuscript (evidently inspired) 
discovered by I. N. FIDEL, in conjunction 
with A. Hoox, Esq. Very amusing. Price, 
25 cents. 

Proceedings and Addresses at 
the Freethinkers’ Convention, held 
at Watkins, N. Y., August 22, 28, 24, and 25, 
1878. A volume of 408 pages, containing the 
speeches made during the four days’ session 
by Dr. T. L. Brown, Prof. A. L. Rawson, 
Elder F. W. Evans, Elder G. A. Lomas, 
Prof. J. H. W. Toohey, Dr. J. M. Peebles, 
Dr. T, B. Taylor, Hon. George W. Julian, 
James Parton, T. B. Wakeman, Elizur 
Wright, T. C. Leland, C. D. B. Mills. Mrs. 
L. N. Colman, Mrs. P. R. Lawrence, Ella E. 
Gibson, Mrs. Mary E. Tillotson, Mrs. Clara 
Neymann, Mrs. Augusta Cooper Bristol, W. 
E. Copeland, Horace Seaver, John W. Trues- 
dell, and several other persons. Price, cloth, 
$1.95. . l - & 

Truth Seeker Tracts. Bound Vol- 


‘umes L, IL, JIL, IV., and V. These vol- 


umes, containing over 520 pages each, are 
made up of over one hundred 'Truth Seeker 
Tracts, with some additional kinds. They 
embrace & variety of subjects by different 
authors, written in a terse, trenchant, and 
spicy style. They are offered at the ex- 
tremely low price of 60 cents per volume in 
paper covers, and $1.00 in cloth ; or 50 
cents each in paper, and 75 cents each in 
cloth if the whole set i8 taken. 

Sepher Toldoth Jeschu; or, the 
Bock of the Gencration of Jesus. 
First English translation of the ancient Jew- 
ish story of Jesus, who was born at Dethle- 
hem about the year 106 B, C., being the son 
of a betrothed maiden named Miriam (Mary) 
by Joseph Pandera. How and why the Ro- 
mans changed t‘ Kepha” to ** Petros.” Start- 
ling evidence that Paul flourished before the 
middle of the first century B. c., contempo- 
rary with the aforesaid Kepha. Price, 20 
cents. p . 

Last Will and Testament of Jean 
Meslier, curate of a Romish enuica iu 
France in the eighteenth century, whore 
views upon theology were not published 
until after his death, and sre now for the 
first time presented iu English. Very radi- 
cal and able, Price, 25 cents. 

Influence of Christianity Upon 
Civilization. By B. F. Unvsrwoop. 
Revised edition. One of the most able treat- 
ises upon the subject ever written, Price, 
25 cents. 

Christianity and Matcrialism. By 
B. F. Unpgrwoop. Revised eunion. lu 
this treatise the two systems aro fairly and 
ably examined from a historical standpoint. 
Price, 15 cents. | 

What Liberalism Offers in the 
Place of Christianity. By B. F. Ux- 
DERWOOD. Price, paper, LO cents. 

Amberley’s Life of Jesus; Wiis 
Character and Doctrine, <A: hapier 
from ''The Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By Viscoonr AMBERLEY. Paice, cloth, 60 
cents; paper, 85 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By W. 8. 
Batu. Revised and enlarged edition. Price, 
25 cents. 

Religion not History. An able ex- 
amination of the morals and theology of the 
teachings of the New Testament, By W. F. 
NEWMAN. Emeritus Professor of University 
College, London. From the London edition. 
Price, 95 cents, 

Bennctt-Teed Discussion. Betweea 
D. M. BENNETT, Édior of "phe Truth 
Seeker," and Cyrus TRowuLus R. TEED, of 
Moravia, N. Y. Proposition discussed: 
‘Jesus Christ is not only divine, but is the 
Lord God, creator of heaven and earth.” 
Teed affirming: Bennett denying. Paper, 
30 cents; cloth, 50 cente. 

Blakeman’s Two Hundred Poet- 
ical Riddles. (For children anu youtn.) 
Embracing a great variety of subjects. This 
work is new and interesting, aud affords a 
great amount of amusement in the family 
Circle, as well as in gatherings of children 
and older people, Price, 20 cents. 

Six Lectures on Astronomy. By 
Pror, RICHARD A. Procrok. Delivered at 
Steinway Hall, New York, in the winter of 
1875.70. 1. Growth of Worlds; 2. Lite and 
Death of Worlds; 8. Other Worlds than 
Ours; 4. Other Suns than Ours; 5. The 
Great Mysteries of the Universe; 6. Religion 
and Astronomy. 65 pp. Paper, 20 cents 

Beyond the Veil A Spiritualistic 
work, said to be dictated by the spirit of 
Pascuan BEVERLY RANDOLPH, Biued by 
Emmanuel Swedenborg and others, through 


death-penalty by U. B. law, | the mediumship of Mre. Frances H. MeDou- 


gall and Mrs, Luna Hutchinson. lb gives 
minute and interesting descriptions of life in 
the spirit world—its location, intermediate 
state, landscape, habitation, food, clothing, 
industrial interests, etc. It contains a steel 
engraving of P. B. Randolpn. A neat vol 
ume, Price, $1.50, 
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MRS. H. S. LAKE | SOCIALISM. 


OF CALIFORNIA - AQBEPLY TO | 
Liberal and Freethought Lecturer! ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D. D. 
Wil iye calls to leot 
Bpiritualistle societies om moderate torma | BY AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST. 


The following are tiiles of some of her lectures: 


Infidel Integrity versus Okristian Creed. 

Separation of Church and State. 

The Spiritual Philosophy, what itis and what 
8 not. : 

The Sunday Question. 

Thomas Paine, Patriot and Hero. 

Orime and its Causes; or, What shall we do 

to be saved 

After Liberalism, What ? 

Life beyond the Grave. 

Jasus Ohris*, the Reformer. 

The Three Tyrannies, ` 

. The Old Error aad the New Truth. 
The Scientific Aspect of Prayer. ete., eto. 


` VOLUNTARY OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 
A lecture replete with eloquence.—San Fran- 


cisco Chronicle. 

She is a powerful advocate of tha cause she 
has espoused, —San Jose Mercury. 

Mrs. Lake is the best. ledy lecturer that hes 
ever &poeared before a Poriland audience.— 
Portland Oregonian. 

As a speaker sne is vastly superior to any 
woman we bav ever heard; for beauty of dic- 
tion, depth of thought, and graece in delivery 
she is remarkable,—Salem ( Or.) Record. 

She has the power of entranclng her audi- 
ence, and, by her eloquence, commanding the 
renpoot of those most opposed to her.— Corvallis 

azette. ' 

Mrs, Lake is one of the finest oratorg we hav 
ever listened to, Can hardly be excelled by any 
sneaker on this coast, either man or woman,— 
Yreka Journal. : 

Her eloqnence and masterly style giv evi- 
dence of a highly cultivated mind as well asa 
complete comprehension of her subjact.—Zure- 
ka, (.Nev.) Sentinel, 

Whatever cause she espouses has in heran 
advocate of more power and brillianey than is 
usually found on the rostrum, and her influ- 
ence will be felt wherever she goes.—Council 
Bluffs Nonpareil, s 

Pieasant appearance, graceful carriage, & 
good elocutionist, eloquent, using well. chosen 
anguago to express her ideas.—Ulinton Herald, 

Mrs. Lake is & brilliant speaker, finely cul- 
tured, a trained eloeutionist, and a powerful 
advocate of truth, reason, aud constitutional 
liberty.—Le Claire Pilot. 


She may be addressed, Clinton, Iowa. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at |. 
Etrepigny and But in Ohampagne, France, 
hol y &bjured religious dogmas, and lett as his 


12mo, 67pp., 25 cts.; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
ceives a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall. It is against his 
passiveness that *‘ Socialist” cries out. Is there 
no help forthe miserable? he asks. The doc- 
trine that government should merely “protect,” 
he attacks, and insists that it should “ assist,” 
also, While he does not believe that " property 
is robbery," or wholly eubseribe to "the world 
owes me & living," he affirms “the world owes 
me a chance to make a living."—JV. Y, Herald. 


A BUSINESS MAN'S RELIGIOUS 
AND SOCIAL VIEWS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 200pp. Price $1. 


The author's conception of & possible future 
Hfe on this earth is really eloquent and beauti- 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see 
whata philanthropic business man has to say 
upon the social problem, from & poor man's 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the bcok. The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals '' Society” in all its ramificas 
tions of corruption and inhumanity; his ear- 
nest and manly plea for the social regeneration 
of the lower classes—will, unless we are much 
mistaken, make the book the best-abused and 
best-liked production of the day by these two 
classes respectively.— Critical Review, 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 
IRON-OLAD SERIES. 


No. i 

1. Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh........ su 56 
2. Secular Responsibility, G. J. Holyoake. 6 
T. Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Muller... 10 
8. Religion ot fnhumanity. F. Harrison... 20 
9. Relation of Witeheratt to Religion. y- 


13, Essay on Miracles. David Hum 
14, Land Question, Charles Bradlaugh..... 
15. Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 
harles Bradlaugh.......- eere 

16, Why do Men Starve? Charles Brad- 
BUgb. sehen he rnnt nennen 

17. Logie of Life, Deduced from the Prinei- 
ple of Freethought. G.J. Holyoake.. 


ast Wiiland Testament” to his parishion- Wm. Piit. Austin Hotyoake...... saat. 5 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his| 21. Defense of Secular Principles. O. Watts. 6 
death, the above-named work, entitled " Oom-| 22. Is the Bible Reliable? O, Watts......... 5 
mon Sense,” 23, The Ohristian Deity, O. Watts........... 5 

This is a 24, Moral Value of the Bible.. O. Watts..... 5 


owerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal publie. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
ByStem has ever been made, not even by Vol- 


taire, as he himself confesses. The following on Civilization. C. Watts.....--.-sse.ee. 5 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- | 28. Thoughts on Atheism, A. Holyoake.. 5 
cerning the book: 29, 1s there a Morat Governor ofthe Uni- 
The work of the honest pastor, Jean Ver SO ny DOO e aar deste 
Meslier, is the, most curious and the most| 3° Thilosophy of Sesulariam. eei " 
powerful thing of the kind which the last . gh... 
century produced, Thomas Paine’s " Age) 2% Is there aGod? Qharles Bradlaugh..... 5 
“of Reason ” is mere miik and water to it,and | 3% Labor's Prayer. Oharles Bradlaugh..... 6 
Voitaire's “Philosophical Dictionary” is a| 4° pied j Jis (Jauso an are Oo Waite, 2 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of| 45° Christian Scheme of Redemption. C. 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous s D DA 


Watig. e. recen reete ere toro oen 
44. Logie of Death; or. Why should the 


and humane aot in translating his book so well. 
7 Atheist Fear to Die. G, J. Holyoake, 


ARTON, 


Price, cloth, $1.50; paper, $1.00, 41. Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
ilU MAB ENN ATT venient) Br WoT dition of the People, Oharles Brad- 
i laugh........-. nn IMS 
FAMILY CREEDS MANNA BERIES, | 
3| 3. New Lifeof David. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
5, 200 Questions Without Answers.......-.-- 5 


6, Diaiogue Between n Christian Missionary 
and & Ohinese Mandarin......... IEEE 
1, Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bish- 
ops by & Weak but Zealous Ohristian. 10 
8, Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Hol- 


BY 


WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
Author of “EXETER 


yo&ke........-. eee D 

HA » «HE HE 9. New Life of Jonah. Onarles Bradlaugh., 5 

LL, AT NS OF THE 10. à pow, mores About the Devil. Oharles i 
radlaugh......... eere 

HEATH," ete. 11. New Life of Jacob. Oharles Bradlaugh, 5 

(S A 12. Daniel the Dreamer. A. Holyoake...... 0 

To any who hav read either of this} 1s. Specimen of the Bible: Esther. A. Hol- » 
yoake....-....- e rele three 

favorite Liberal writers other ro-| 14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce, A. Hol. | 


yoake. 
35. Ludicrous Aspects of Ohristianity. A. 
Holyoake 
16. Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh 
Y. Who was Jesus Chriat? Oharles Brad- 


mances, it only need be said that this 
is not inferior to them. 468 pp, 


laugb.......:. Revesssusso assu ds 5 

In cloth, $1.25. 18, What Did Jesu Teach? Charles Brad- 
For sale by RH tifo of Abribam. M MM CE 

20. New Lite of Moses, Oharles Bradlaugh. 5 


D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y. 


ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, 


Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural Address 


and the famous articles of 
Prof. Tyndall ana Sir Henry Thompson 
ON PRAYER. 

With Portrait and Biographical Sketch of 
Prof. Tyndall. And opinions of his ser- 
vices by the eminent scientist, Prof. 

H. HELMHOLTZ. 


Paper, 12mo, 105pp., 25 cts.; cloth, heavy 
tinted paper, 50 cts. Inaugural and por- 
trait only, 12mo, paper, 69pp., 10 cts. 

Prof, Tyndall has inaugurated a new era in 
scientific development, and has drawn the 
sword in a battle whose clash of arms will 
presently resound through the civilized world. 
—N, Y. Commercial Advertiser. 

Prof. Tyndall Orosses the Rubicon.~It is the 
onening address of the president of the most 
Jinportant convention of scientifie men in the 
world. Every line of it breathes thought, 
power, eloquence. It ig in many respeets one 
of the most extraordinary, utterances of qur 
fime, —N. Y, Tribune. 


21. A. Secular Prayer. A. Holyake. Per doz, 10 


THE BIBLE OF MOHAMMED. 
(THE KORAN:) 


Translated by George Sale. 
Containing Notes, Preliminary Discourse, 
and index, ` e 


Complete edition in fine English cloth bind- 
ing. Gy large pno pagos, at AEN low 
ice of $1. ress. D. M. x 

PESE 141 Eighth 8t.. New York. 


NOTICE FOR LADIES. 


Being fond of literature and science, still 
more of Liberal cultured society, and having 
the means of making some congenial lady (not 
too young) happy. I invite her correspondence. 
Address Mrs. Shearon. 221 So. Summer street. 
Nashville, Tenn., for The Doctor. 2013 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of “The Essence of Christianity,” ete, 
Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 
The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 
Our polities, our ethics, our religion, our 
selonce, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral. Truthfylness is the 
immorality of our agel— Eztraot, 


"uo o P»  .|WUEBB. | SE B. ea). 


The ruth Seeker, April 24, 1980. 


JUST PUBLISHED! 
A New and Important Work, entitled 


READ THIS LIST 


OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY, (STANDARD WORKS. 


BY F.E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 
Graduate of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College 
‘and the New York’ Phrenological ` 


Institute. s 


This work is intended both as a chart for the 
use of phrenologists and a text-book for atn- 
dents of phrenology. As a chart it will be 
found fuller and more complete than any other 
work of its Size an this subject. It contains in 
addition to the “Tahte of Developraents," one 
of “Adaptation to Different Pursuits,” and one 
of ‘Conjugal Adaptation." Thesé tables being 
perfectly easy to understaud, are calculated to 
render the work at onee both interesting and 
useful. The work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
functions, heal'h, etc., and all tha faculties and 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvement. Its explanation 
of the principles of phrenology, ete., and its 
other important remarks will be found well 
adapted to the needs of students and others 
who may desire to acquirean elementary knowl- 
edge of phrenology with as little outlay of time 
and labor as possible. In short, thig work will 
be found well adapted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and phrenological examiners. 

The wârk contains 105 pages, with an excellent 
map of the head, showing the locations of all 
the faculties, and is handsomely printed and 
bound. Price, paper, 50 cente; cloth. 75 cente. 

ddress D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., N. Y. 


DE. KINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


“MEDICAL GOOD SENSE" 


Ots: | PRIVATE READING FOB MARRIED PEOPLE. 


—EMBBAOING— __ 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 


OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2, It treats of the nature, causes, 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases, It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysterfes of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s: xual relation- 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 before 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free, Contents table 
sent freefor stamp. . 


DR. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Libera) friends and patients throughout 
the United States and Canadas that he is, as 
usual, treating 


ALL CHRONIO DISEASES, 


and positively curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced incurable. Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr. K. is meeting with re- 
markabie success in curing obstinate Gases of 
Spermatorrhoea, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes, Epilepsy, 
Paralysis, Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Gatarr i 
Asthma. Bronchitis, Consumption, Dysentery, 
Piles, Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, 
Genital Organs, and all diseases of women. 

Consultation Free, Address 
T. R. KINGET., M. D., 
317 East 14th Xt., New York. 

Questions for Invaiids free. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 


DR. FOOTES HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year and for the AMERICAN ILLUSTRAT- 


10| ED PEoNovuNOING PooxeT DIOTIONARY. con- 


taining 30,000 words. 
ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR, FOOTE'S 
HEALTH MONTHLY 


For one year and for a large center-table book 
containing the Complete Works of Shakspere ! 
Do not forget to send 25 cents to pay postage or 
35- cents if you want it registered. Address 


MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING 00.. 
129 £. 28th st.. New York city. 


THE 
Anonymous Hypothesis 


OF 


Creation. 
A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
Account. " ` 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Cloth; price 50 cents, For sale by : 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth 8t., N, Y. 


THE 
Philosophy of Spiritualism . 
| AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 
TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


. FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
YXcrk Free Medical College 
for Women. 

Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 

Cloth; price 50 cents. Bor sale by 
2D. M, BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N. Y, 


Published by D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., New York, 


"he World's Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers. By D. M. BENNETT, 
Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER. Octavo; 
second edition; enlarged and revised. Being 
the biographies and important doctrines of 
the most distinguished teachers, philoso- 
phera, reformers, innovators, founders of 
new schools of thought and religion, disbe- 
lievers in current theology, &nd the deepest 
thinkers and most active humanitarians of 
the world, from Menu down through the 
succeeding three thousand years to our own 
time, Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4; mo- 
rocca, gilt edges, $4.50. 

The Champions of the Church: 
Their Crimes and Persecutions, By 
D. M. BENNETT. Biographical sketches of 
eminent Christians, from the time of the 
reputed founder of Christianity to the 
present. A companion book to ''The 
World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” 
Containing a correct history of the distin- 
guished ornaments and diabolical characters 
of the church. A full account is given of 
the bloody wars which Christianity has in- 
humanly waged to spread its rule. It also 
givesa history of Jesuitism for three centu- 
ries. The whole is based upon Christian 
authorities, Price, cloth, $35 leather, $4: 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50, 

Analysis of Religious Belief. By 
Viscount AMBERLEY, son of Lord John 
Russell, who was twice Premier of England. 
Complete, from the London edition. This 
remarkable work has attracted unusual stten- 
tion in England. It is the work of a brilliant - 
young lord of Christian parents, who was 
brought up in the Christian faith, but who, 
upon investigation and reflection, became a 
decided unbeliever; the result of which is 
the elaborate work here named, the prepara- 
tion of which occupied him several years. 
Price, cloth, $3; leather, $43 morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. : 

The Great Works of Thomas 
Paine, Complete. New edition. The 
cheapest and best ever sold. Contains Life 
of Paine; his theological writings—the Age 
of Reason, Examination of Prophecies, 
Reply to Bishop "Llandaff, Letter to Mr. 
Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter to Camille 
Jordan, Of the Religion of Deism ; his po- 
litical Writings—Common Sense, The Crisis 
(Nos. T. to XVI. inclusive), and The Right, 
of Man, All in one octavo volume, with s 
fine steel portrait of Paine. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $43 morocco, gilt, $4.50. 

Supernatural Religion: An ün-- 
quiry into the Reality of Divine 
Revelation. Decidedsy the ablest work 
in this liné ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
terest than this, It was issued anonymously, 
and the great inquiry was, ‘‘Who is the 
author?" It is most damaging to the claims 
of Christianity, and its positions and state- 
ments have never been refuted by the clergy. 
ltis very scholarly, and enters into the ex- 
amination of the original Greek in detail and 
with great exactness. Three 8vo vclumes in 
one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 
which sells at $15.00. The London Times, 
in speaking of this great work, uses thia lan- 
guage: ‘‘No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 
and effect on the thinking part of the com- 
munity as this work. lt has done more to 
open thé eyes of the ignorant and credulous, 
and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and 
superstition, than any other book.” Pub- 
lished complete in a volume of 1,000 pages, 
with afullindex, at the following low prices: 
"n $45 leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, 

5.50. 

Nature’s Revelations of Charac- 
fter; or, Physiognomy Xliustrateg, 
Being the moral and volitive dispositions of 
mankind as manifested in the human form 
and countenance. By Josera Sima, M.D. 
This work is the fruit of twenty years' dili- 
gent observation of nature, and presenis a 
new and complete analysis and classification 
of the powers of the human mind and body, 
together with the physiognomical signs by 
which every faculty is disclosed. lu one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 269 
cuts. Price, cloth, $35; leather, $4; mo- 
rocco, gilt cdzes, $4.50, 

Paine’s Theological Works, In 
one volume, comprising Age of Reason, Ex- 
amination of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop 
Llandaff, Letter to Mr. Eskine, Essay on 
Dreams, Of the Religion of Deism, etc., 
with a Life and fine steel portrait of Paine, 
Cloth, $1.50. 

Paine's Political Works. In one 
volume, cumprising Common Sense, The 
Crisis (Nos. I. to XVI, inclusive), The Rights 
of Man, and Life of Paine, with a fine ateel 
portrait, Cloth, $1.50. 

The Age of Reason. By Tromas 
Pains, Large type. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. d 

Whe Age of Reason and the Ex- 
amination of Prophecies. By Teom- 
| as Paing. Large type, Paper, 69 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

Common Sense. By Tuomas Parne, 
His first and most important puliticnl work, 
| Paper, #4 cents. 
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SCIENCE HALL, 141 8th St., 
l NEAR BROADWAY. 


] $3 per Year. 


on the oceasion of & Liberal convention he sold 
copies of the objectionable ''Cupid's Yokes," a 
pamphlet published by Mr. E. H. Heywood, of 
Princeton. Mass., of whom it can now be ob- 
Ma, Roaps is aschoolteacher at Earl, Pa. He| tained. Mr. Bennett has written a book during 
isreligious,and impiety shocks him terribly. | his imprisonmentand dedicated it to the wife of 
. When a little girl denied having torn a book, {the warden of the prison, whom he extols for 
and called on God to witness that she told the | her kindness to the prisoners under her hus- 
truth, he was grieved beyond expression by| band’s care. We hope there will be no “hitch” 
what he deemed her blasphemy. He grabbed | in the arrangements at Albany to prevent Mr. 
her in one hand and a club in.the other, and | Bennett’s appearance at the banquet in New 
beat her until he was weary and she insensible, | York, and thatas a valiant defender of the right 
She was maimed for life and he has gone to | of free speech in this country the lion of the 
prison for two years, hour will be royally received.— Winsted Press. 


A GENTLEMAN Writing to THE TRUTH SEEEER| WHATEVER else may be doubtful about the in-’ 
makes some pungent and appropriate remarks | tention of the authors of our tariff laws, they 
on the wondarful success of Truth, which. he | undoubtedly meant to place on the free list all 
-declares to be ''the most outspoken paper in| materials used in the manufacture of paper. 
the city.” “X: is,” says this kindly oritio, “just | It happened that pulp of wood, which is by far 
the paper New York has long been in need of, | the most important element in the manufacture 
exposing corruptions and frauds,” ete. True|of paper used by the daily and weekly press of 
enough. Well said. But the writer of this let-] the country, was not specifically and by name 
ter makes a grave error when he declares that | exempted from duty. Under a Treasury decis- 
“Truth has ridiculed the Witness out of exist- | ion, which held that this verbal omission was 
ence!” This, we are reliably informed, ia not | fatal to the free admission of wood pulp, a few 
80. Oareful inquiry establishes the fact that the | manufacturers of that article hav been able to 
Witness is still published—as.a weekly.— Truth. | impose an exorbitant tax on the general body 


j A of paper-makers, by whom it is of course 
Youne Kalloch, now in jail in San Francisco, shifted on the consumers, the newspaper pubs 
is a preacher, the son of & preacher, and the 


lishers of the country, and the burden falls 
grandson of a preacher. He was brought up OD | with special hardship on publishers outside of 
the Bible. Prayer has been & familiar Sound 


in his ears ever since he began to understand the great eities wo, wr being m 
poverished so that & handful of monopolists | we would be very glad to be able to announce 
printer aan: poeni: he hà d ad ees may grow rich. ee em powertal champion | thatthe clergy of this city had made up their 
himself. As a minister it has been his profes- | 2$ 12982 1020P] rie ee BIT i Ly Garfield. | minds to spend the rest of their lives in some 
sional business to expound to sinners the Ten Were his opposition to the wit Mt ei the useful calling, For instance,there ig brother 
Commandments and the precepts of Ohrist, in- Eero aon of wie piip m viral st. where | Tracey who, we think might make himself use- 
cluding that one about returning good for evil. it belona, would be ee " od ms few | ful as a teacher ; and-Brother Bilbee who would 
Yet all this has not prevented young Kalloch days. While his E DM por um 9 MO- | succeed as an editor; and brother Cummings 
from shooting the man who shot his father,.— nopolists are secure, Can Mr. Garfield afford to | who was “cutout” for a doctor; and Rev. Mr, 
Sun. " j continue his support of & most odious and op- = the new brother at the Presbyterian 


coming forward nowadays and studying for 
the ministry, it is also very noteworthy that a 
good many who hav heretofore been orthodox 
clergymen are now abandoning that profession, 
and engs&ing in some useful profession or avo- 
cation. For instance, there is the Rev. O. O. 
Griswold, now of Anoka, one of the most prom- 
inent Methodist clergymen in the state—one 
who for several yeara held the position of pre- 
siding elder—who has very sensibly concluded 
to let the Great Jehovah advance his own cause 
if he wants it advanced; and the Rev. Mr. 
Knight, a Methodist clergymen of Wadena, has 
also come tothe conclusion that men’s bodies 
need more attentionand more doctoring than 
their souls, and he too has turned his attention 
to treating their physical ills, homeopathically. 
The Rev. Mr. Root, the Episcopal clergyman at 
Brainerd, announces his intention of quitting 
the ministry, and of opening out a bank and a 
real estate office at Valley City, D. T. Not only 
these, but the trades and professions all over 
the country, are full of men who were formerly 
elergymen or exhortere. We cheerfully admit 
that a great many clergymen are well-meaning 
men; but whether well-meaning or not, they 
are about the moat useless men in society, and 
area needless expense. They are useless be- 
cause they do not tell us anything in regard to 
the pastor the future that they know for a cer- 
tainty, but simply that which they guess at. 
Such being the case, it is not to be wondered at 
that so many of them are quitting the business. 


Notes and Clippings. 


pressive tax, which brings in no revenue to the church, who would make a good, reliable 
JusT after Mr. Conroy, of Schoharie county, | government, but which interferes very decided- | tea dy-going president of & bank, or an insur- 
this state, had read a chapter of the Bible at} ly with the dissemination of knowledge among | ance company. We hope these brethren will all 
family prayers, the lightning struck his house, giv this matter their serious (and, if they want 
eavorted around in a promiscuous way, smashed to, their prayerful) 
the furniture, and started several small Aron. Tribune, 
hair on the head of any member of tke : 
Fani: family was harmed. Edward Coleman, Tur Chicago Tribune of recent date contains 
of this city, by all &ccounts, is not as pious as the following: 5 
Mr, Conroy, of Schoharie, In fact, itis alleged “The editors and publishers of Western 
that he belongs to a wicked gang. But he hada newspapers hav received & postal card which 
Testament in his left breast pocket the other roade as eae i 215 : 
&t him, *''We would be pleased to hav you make us 
iii aot aa ipa m p ies oul ya an offer on your editorial passes and mileage 


and it turned aside € bullet that would other- Mine cae 1s 

SEU he eus reu A M AL S E E 
DzrzcATE Downey of Wyoming introduced | to obscene literature. although every one who ime road: nie Oyor rit and olhar par- 

a bill in the House, April 12th, with the pream- | has taken the trouble to examine the facts | hav, Do not sell to any one else until you giv 

ble: '' WaEnzas, The people of the United States | knows the real cause of the persecution was the | us a chance to make you an offer. Bənd your 

are a Christian people and firmly believe in | hatred borne him by that champion hypocrite, | reply in a sealed envelope. 

God, the father Almighty, maker of heaven and | Anthony Comstock, and his co-religionists. Al- " JoHN RIORMOND & Oo, 

earth," eto., ato., reciting the balanes of the | though there existed not the slightest reason for 


the people? 


ALL genuine lovers of constitutional liberty 
will be glad to know that D. M, Bennett, the ed- 
itor of THE TRUTH SEEKER, is to be released 
from the Albany (N. Y.) Penitentiary on the 29th 
of this month, the term for whieh he was sen- 
tenced expiring at that time. It willbe remem- 
bered that over a year ago Mr. Bennett Was ar- 
rested and thrown into prison for the alleged 
crime of sending a certain book through the 


consideration,—Duluth 


*' 330 East Ohio st.. Chicago.’ 
Apostles’ Creed. and providing for an appro- | imprisoning this honest old man—thousands of 
the aboye ren nor is any such man known to 
direction of the architect of the Oapitol to eom- | through the maiis every day—the authorities | 0 &8ealping business in this city. ere are, 
memorate in suitable paintings by the great! nad notthe moral courage to giv him justice, however, some railroad employees boarding at 
living artists of this country, upon the walls of | fearing to alienate the church by exonerating | that the circular has been issued in the interest 
of the railroads for the purpose of finding out 
of our Savior Jesus. as told in the four gospels | sont to the penitentiary. his friends still had | V8. DeWBp&per men are dishonest enough to 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke, andJohn! gome hopes of procuring his release through | and offer to sell, thelr passes and tickers will be 
i A ked and their names placed on tbe blac 

THz obliging and meek apostle of our Lord|the medium of a pardon, and besought his fay Howovor this may be, the parties who send 
ber of eminent men to prove that the Bible is | and restore him to liberty, presenting petitions postal laws, for itis an offer to induce people 
the best book ever printed, and that it!s all the | signed by over two hundred thousand citizens | to commit a crime by disposing of property 
book needed. But we hav the book itself. Why|to that effect. At first Hayes was inclined to | which they hav no right to sell, Whether sent 
should be confiscated by the post-office 
bring in testimony to prove what a book orpa-|to do so by Oarl Schurz, John Sherma:, cards shoul and the parties sending them ap- 

peris or says when the book or paper itself ex- | Senator Devens, and other public personages, | prehended and punished according to law.” 

ists and can be submitted. And if this Bible is : 
go chaste and good a book, why doesn’t brother | Mrs, Hayes, prevailed, and his Fraudulenóy | to newspaper men especially. It is certainly 
Cotton avail himself of our standing offer of | refused to listen to the prayers of the Liberals, | pad faith to sell passes or mileage tickets to the 
five dollars an hour for the minister who will| and Mr. Bennett wag doomed to a year in a vile | brokers, but since when did it become a crime? 
we selecting the chapters and passages? We |tians did not think an Infidel worthy to breathe | of gndirg out what editors act in bad faith, 
are still wanting to employ ministers for that | the free God-given air with themselves, The| under what law can postmasters or post-office 
holy service, Does the good man believe God Liberals will giv Mr. Bennett & grand reception | authorities confiscate the postal cards? We 
Times, um Pis im. iles pus pany irem iis | boasts of originating the lew for the purifica- 
TT, the victim of Comstockism, | Veiled, and they were Intormed thatlt would be | tion of the mails, is using the mails to induce 
E fae lk the Any Penitentiary tor thé impossible to grant that building for the 1g- | mon to commit crime, and then having them 
„is expecting to b i thinker. They then engaged Chickering Fall, | procurer and persecutor be punished under his 
R A i tiu E Med While not upholding Mr. Bennett’s religious | own law or some other? We confess that since 
April29:h. His friends in New York and else- | Principles, we deprecate such vile means as | the government has abandoned the principle of 
Herald. to hear of anything under the system of es- 
ion at Chickering Hall, in that city, on Bunday, | 9°” y 

May gd. Bennett has another suit of a similar| A sENsIBLE rat will always desert a sinking | pionage established, Will the Tribune giv us 
nature to that which resulted in his imprison- | ship, and while the theological seminaries are | more light on these questions ?— Worthington 


” No scalper by that name is known to liv at | 
priatiou of $500,000 to be expended under the | worse books than *' Cupid'8 Yoke:;" being sent 
the above number, which creates a suap 
the national Oapitol, the birth, life, and death | an avowed Infidel. Even after Mr. Bennett was 
dispose of their passes. If any are taken in 
and Savior, Rev. Joseph Cotton, quotes a num- | Fraudulency, Mr. Hayes, to use his prerogative these postal cards are Clearly violating the 
didn't he introduce it as evidence? You cannot | grant a pardon to Mr. Bennett, being implored | by scalpers or railroad officials, these postal 
But finally Comstock and his horde, joined by| mhis article is certainly full of suggestions, 
stand up and read the Blbleto his congregation, ! prison, and all because some so-called Obris-| And if the railroads wish to take this method 
wrote the 38th chapter of Genesis?—Seymour | on his return. They first engaged Cooper Insti- | know Anthony Comstock, the procurer, who 
so-called crime of sending obscene literature noble purpose of giving a reception to a Free- | arrested, If the Tribune is right, cannot this 
where are preparing to giv him & publie recep- | Were used in procuring his downfall.—Hutchin- | the inviolability of the mails, we are prepared 
ment hanging over him at Watkins, N. Y. where deploring the fact that so few young men are Advance, 


\ 


Events of the Week. 


GLADSTONE ig again at the head of the Enge 
lish government. . 


Mong than one hundred and twenty lives were 
lost by the recent storm at Marshfield, Mo. 


A DEFAULTING tax-coHector from Georgia re« 
cently committed suicide at Los Angeles, Cal. 


NAVIGATION on the Erie Oanal was recently 
stopped for ten days by a break at West Utica. 


Tur King of Siam and his shipload of sere 
vants, now on the way to Europe, will visit this 
country. 


Tuk five thousand strikers at Cohoes, New 
York, hav returned to work, Concessions were 
made on both sides. 


A TUGBOAT in New Orleans exploded its boll- 
er on the 25th, killing one man and severely 
injuring several others. 


Two MEN Were hanged in St. Louis, Mo., on 
the 23d ult,. one of them for wife-murder. They 
both died good Catholics. 


KEARNEY, the agitator, who was released on 
& writ of habeas corpus, has been remanded to 
prison to serve out his sentence. 


A Boy only twelve years of age committed su- 
icide in Paterson, N. J,, a few days ago, because 
he Was compelled to do housework. 


A storm ip Macon, Miss. on the 25th ult. 
killed 17 persons and injured 22, Houses were 
blown down and cars blown from the track. 


TEE straw shops of the Hills Manufacturing 
Company, in Amherst, Massachusetts, were de= 
stroyed by fire on the 23d ult. Loss, $100,000. 


A TERRIBLE famine is prevailing in Mesopo- 
tamia and Kurdistan, Immense numbers of 
the starving sufferers are flocking into Bagdad, 


, TEE English army in Afghanistan recently 
had aterrible encounter with the natives, in 
ey more than a thousand Afghans were 
killed. 


THE crew of a life boat, six persons, were 
drowned while trying to save the crew of a 
wrecked vessel near Huron City, Mich., on the 
23d ult. 


A Gana of incendiaries who had within a few 
months fired thirty-four buildings and com- 
mitted ten burglaries in Waterford. N. Y., were 
captured a few days ago. 


Tu English training-ship Atlanta, which 
left Bermuda for England in January last, has 
never Since been heard of. Itis feared she has 
gone down in a storm with all on board, 


81x persons were killed and fifteen or twenty 
injured by the falling of part of the building 
known a8 Gilmore's Garden, in this city, on the 
21st ult. A charity fair was in progress at the 
time. Flimsy building was the cause of the 
accident. 


THREE thousand four hundred immigrants 
arrived at this port on Saturday last. The 
rush of immigration is now so great that the 
railroad companies are dispatching special im^ 
migrant trains for the West. Over thirty-five 
thousand immigrants landed in this city during 
the month of April. 


Upwarps of two hundred Newfoundland fisha 
ermen, Who had ventured some distance from 
shore On an ice-floe in pursuit of seals a short 
timesinee, were carried out to sea by the break- 
ing up of the floe. Some of the fishermen were 
rescued by passing vessels. but it is feared the 
majority hav starved or frozen to death or been 
drowned. Some of the rescued endured hor« 
rible sufferings before they were taken from 
the ice, 


OHARLES DE Youna, editor of the San Francise 
co Chronicle, was shot and killed in his office on 
the 23d ult. by the Rev. I. M. Kailoen, son of the 
cierical adulterer who is now mayor of San 
Francisco. De Young is the man who shot but 
failed to kill Kalloch, Sr. before his election to 
office, for his outrageous assault on the char« 
aeter of the mother of the De Young family 
The cause of the present shooting is said to bs 
certain investigations De Young had been make 
ing into the past history of the Kallochs, father 
and gon, with a view to publication, The shoot. 
ing was deliberate and apparently premodje 
fated, Kalloch is in prison, AS 
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a gentleman of worth and integrity. I wish in a special 
degree to acknowledge my indebtedness to his excellent 
wife, Mrs. , Margaret McEwen, and his daughter, Mrs. 
Martha Van Allen, for kindnesses they have shown me since 
I have been a prisoner here. I am indebted to them for 
many little comforts I have received, for my health, and 
perhaps my life. I can never forget them. Their kindness 
has not been shown to me alone, but to many unfortunate 
prisoners, particularly those sick and .suffering. 
to last year, according to the information I have received, 
| but. one woman visited this hospital for thirty years ; and 
| during that time hundreds of poor hapless men, old, young, 
and middle-aged, separated from families and friends, some 
. justly, some unfustly, have here breathed their last without 
one to administer one little comfort or kindness to them, or 
hardly to speak a sy mpathizing word. - Since Col. McEwen 
took charge of this establishment, on March.1, 1879, a dit- 
ferent system has been pursued here. The two ladies named 
have at least two or three times a week visited the hospital 
of the prison, and by kind words and various little comforts 
and attentions calculsited to soothe and palliate sickness and 
suffering have administered such consolation—such rays of 
cheerful] sunshine—a:: sick and dying men can duly appre- 
ciate, and such as fe)nales know best how to dispense. It 
is not strange that the sick men in the hospital regarded 
them as ministering angels, and-so called them. It is per- 
haps those who for long months and years have been de- 
barred from female society, the affectionate offices of a 
mother, a wife, a sister, a daughter, or a friend, can best 
appreciate such kindness and attentions as those know best 
how to administer. I have seen the good effects of these 
kindnesses.- I have felt them, and can spesk with experi- 
mental knowledge of the influence which kindness exerts, 
even on poor, despised, and forsaken convicts. The two 
ladies named accept the claims of the Christian religion 
(though I believe they are members of no church), but I ap- 
preciate the generoug deeds they have performed as much 
as though they were the most advanced Liberals. I sin- 
cerely thank them for the good deeds they have done. 


= THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


D. M. BENNETT, Editor. 
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NEW YORK, SATURDAY, MAY 1, 1880. 


Tenth Letter from Albany. 
; PENITENTIARY, April 25, 1880. 

My DEAR FRIENDS AND READERS : It is now within four 
days of the time when locks and bolts and bars are to detain 
me no longer, and when I can walk forth in the sunshine 
and pure air as free &8 any of you. Yes, before these lines 
shall fall under the eye of the larger portion of you, I will 
undoubtedly be at home once more with my dear wife and 
kind friends. As I am permitted, while still here, to write 
you one more letter I cheerfully avail myself of the privi- 
lege, and add this to the nine which have preceded it. It 
' has been a privilege and a pleagure to me to address you 
once in four weeks—one of the few pleasures I have had to 
boast of—but it has been a still greater pleasure to receive 
letters from you, bringing me the assurance that you still 
sympsthize with me and regard me as a friend and brother 


Previous, 


though my Christian and self-righteous enemies were doing 
their utmost to crush aud ruin me. h 
Yes, my friends, these letters which you have written me 
in large numbers have been exceedingly comforting to me, 
and have dove very much to lighten and alleviate the weeks 
and months of gloomy imprisonmevt which I have been 
compelled to endure, Often have I re-read them, and still 
more often have I remembered them and treasured in my 
heart the words of kindness and sympathy which they con- 
tain. If my lot has seemed hard, and if the feeling that I 
was the victim of hatred and iojustice came over me, I have 
remembered your words of confidence and good cheer. I 
have fully realized that though you were absent in body you 
were with me in spirit, and though I could not see you with 
my eyes nor reach you with my hands, you really were 
not far away, and that you were helping me to tread the 
wine-press of sorrow and oppression which for many 
months it has been my lot to tread.. If I have sometimes 
almost felt your presence here in my prison-house with me, 
it is not strange, for I knew your thoughts were with me, 
and that many of you would willingly help me to serve out 
my sentence if the powers that placed me here would allow 
such Vicarious atonement—the principle of which they pre- 
tend to believe in—to be applied in my case. I wish to take 
this opportunity to sincerely thank every one of you who 
have written me since I have been in prison. I think few 
prisoners in the world's history have received so many ex- 
cellent letters. They have cheered the gloom that has sur- 
rounded me, They have afforded comfort where little 
comfort is to be found. "To those of you who have written 
me repeatedly I feel grateful in proportion, and wish you to 
accept an increased share of my gratitude. And to those 
who have written me every week, a8 some of you have, I 
. am under a deeper obligation than I know how to pay ; but 
please be assured that I fully appreciate your kindnesses and 
can never forget them. I thank you with the sincerest feel- 
ing my Organization is capable of. I know no way of 
repaying you only by writing something to you every week 
for as long a period as you have written to me; and, to make 
sure of your getting the same, to print them in THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, But while on the subject, let me again and again 
thank you all. I thank every one of you who has cherished 
a kinoly feeling, a spirit of friendship, of sympathy, and of. 
charity, even if you have not written me a word. I know 
there are thousands of such scattered over this broad land. 
You are dear to the finer and better feelings of my nature. 
My heart goes out to you in gratitude and love. Iam proud 
to be numbered with you, and trust we may ever be fast and 
true friends. I would most gladly clasp you by the hand 
and feel the kindly, genial magnetism that I know wells up 
in your very hearts, 80 t> speak, I regard you as the salt 
of the earth ; it is my prayer (Theodore Parker said, '* The 
only prayer that amounts to anything is efort”) that this 
preserving, saving quality may greatly increase on the earth, 
For this I will struggle and toil so long as I have life and 
strength. Reason, truth, and knowledge are the agencies 
that will produce the result, and these we will all strive to 
increase. I repeat, I would gladly have replied to the many 
kind letters I have received from you since I have been shut 
out from the world, but the rules of the prison would nut 
allow it. So, dear friends, please ,‘‘take the will for the 
deed.” 

As the day of my liberation is now so near, you can 
easily understand that I must be in a cheerful spirit, and 
that I feel just like expressing my gratitude to all who have 
extended kindness and favors to me. Yes, this seems to me 
a fiting time to return thanks, Let me begin, then, with 
the cfücers of this prison. 1 wish first to thank Superin- 
tendent John McEwen. He has treated me kindly since I 
hav been in this institution, and has made it as pleasant for 
me as the rules of the place will permit. He needs not my 
indorsement, but I take pleasure in assuring you that.he is 


I would also duly acknowledge thanks to Deputy-Super- 


intendent Powers and Olerk Bowers. They spoke harshly 
to me when I made my debut here and for a few days 
thereafter—unrecessarily so, I thought—but since we have 
become better acquainted they have treated me as kindly as 
prison discipline permits. 
cious and persistent in mutilating the letters that have been 
sent me, obliterating such lines and words as he deemed 
might injure my juvenile mind, keeping parts of some let- 
ters from me and others altogether, to an extent I think 
wholly unnecessary, but as he is a good zealous deacon of 
the Baptist church, due allowance should be made for what, 
perhaps, he deems a kiudness or a duty to an ungodly Infi- 
del. 
who called to see me, without permitting them to do so. I 
feel grateful to nearly all the officers, keepers, and overseers 
of the-prison with whom I have become acquainted. 
have been uniformly as kind and respectful to me as the 
rules allow of. 


The latter has been more off- 


He also has unkindly sent away several dear friends 


They 


I have reason to be grateful to William Geoghan, M.D., 


the prison physician. He was kind and attentive to me 
when sick, and has been kind and courteous in all cases. 
He is a ‘‘ birthright’ Catholic, but he says he will read 
my forthcoming ‘‘Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times,” on which conditions I shall present him 


with a copy. I return thanks to Dr. Geoghan, and shall 
long hold his kindness in remembrance. I shall also cher- 
ish the memory of the Rev. Charles Reynolds and Father 
Maurice Bier], the two chaplains of the prison, the former 
a Protestant, the latter a Catholic, They have frequently 
visited the hospital since I have been an inmate of it, and 
have treated me with marked kindness and courtesy. We 
have had many spirited discussions upon theological sub- 


jects, but in a kindly spirit. They have listened to my 


strictures upon the faith they hold dear without becoming 
offended, while I have enjoyed their replies, especially 
when I fancied I had the best of the argument and had 
made a good hit. I commend Mr. Reynolds for the good 
practical work he is doing in his outside efforts. He is 
superintendent of a city mission; he has superinteuded the 
erection of the building for the purpose, in which is a free 
reading-room, & cheap restaurant where newsboys and any 
poor pérson can get a comfortable meal for from five to ten 
cents, and lodging in proportion. Ia the upper part isa 
hall or lecture-room where free lectures and preaching are 
held once or twice a week. In connection he has ergan- 
ized a Course of instruction on plain and practical cooking, 
for poor girls, as well as an intelligence office for obtaining 
situations for those needing them. I have told him that I 
approve of the practical part of his Christianity more than 
thé theoretical, especially that part that has so much to say 
&bout the merita of the blood of Jesus, and his great offices 
as the savior Of the world. Father Maurice is an educated 
German, of unusual fairness, candor, geniality, and courtesy, 
for a clergyman, and I have found I could learn much on 
various subjects in conversing with him. He has more 
than once acknowledged the strength of my arguments; 
but I had little expectation of converting either of the gen- 
tlemen named to my views. The latter was raised and 
educated to the priesthood, and perhaps would be illy fitted 
for other avocations in life, which he doubtless appreciates. 
Mr. Reynolds was formerly a lawyer, as he informs me, but 
getting too full of the ‘‘love of Jesus" to just fit him for 
that profession, he became a Methodist clergyman. With 
his salary as chaplain, and what he makes in his other en- 
terprises, Ilearn he realizes some $2,000 per year—more, 
.probably, than the law paid him. It is sometimes not easy 
to convert people in opposition to their financial interests. 

I have more thanks to bestow. First among those in the 
outside world I must name my faithful and. devoted wife, 
Her affection and sympathy has been as constant as the sun. 


She has written’ me every few days. She has made the 
journey here repeatedly to see me and cheer me. She also 
made the journéy to Washington when: she thought my. 
health was giving way, and obtained an interview with the 
acting President, with whom she earnestly pleaded that he 
would release me, but with what effect you all well know, 
He gave her to understand that if the physician of the 
prison would make a statement in reference to my impaired 
health, he would liberate me. The statement was made 
and sent. j8ut the church spoke after that—even after 
instructions had been ‘given for a pardon to be made out, 
and ordered ‘him not to giv me liberty, and their behests 
were more potent with his Fraudulency than money or 
justice. My wife has daily attended to duty in THE TRUTH 
SEEKER office (except when absent on the services alluded 
10), even though her health was a part of the time so feeble 
as almost to prevent it. She not only deserves my undying 
gratitude, but the thanks of all my Liberal friends, 
There is another to whom I feel especially indebted. 
is Elder G. A. Lomas, editor of the Shaker Manifesto, 


It 
He 


-has been a true and constant friend during my incarceration, 


He resides in the Shaker community, seven miles from this 
city, and he has made me regular and repeated visits, always 
bringing cheerfulness and sunshine with him, and frequently, 
too, such eatables as he knew would be acceptable. He has ` 
also kindly written many letters to friends in different parts 
of the country, to whom I could not write, informing them 
of my condition, and how I was getting along from time to 
time, and has forwarded to me many letters from friends 
directed to his care. Other Shaker friends have often called 
to see me with Elder Lomas, all of whom I have been very 
glad to see. They have known me for nearly half a century, 
I having pnssed a part of my boyhood days, my youth, and 
early manhood in their Mount Lebanon society; and though 
I “fell off from the faith,” though I became a “ back- 
slider,” yes, “an apostate,” they have retained a friendly 
feeling for me since I left them in the year 1846 up to the pres- 
ent time. I have frequently visited them in the intervening 
years, and have kept up a certaiu degree of friendly inter- 
course, Ioan truthfully affirm that I prize their friendship, 
their purity, their constancy, their integrity. I know them 
well, and am fully convinced a more sincere, upright, virtu- 
ous, and pure-minded people does not live upon the earth. 
I assure you, my friends, it has been a deciged consolation 
to me that these good people, these friends of my youth, 
have been unwavering in théir friendship for me, though 
many self-righteous hypocrites, slanderers, and falsifiers 
have done their utmost to blacken my character in the eyes 
of the world. In this connection please excuse me—and I 
trust, Elder Lomas will excuse me also—for laying before 
you a letter which the Elder recently wrote to the man in 
ihe White House at Washington, and in my behalf, It was 
not written for the public eye, nor with any expectation 
even that I would see it, but by special request my friend 
sent it me. It is-not the first of the letters he has written to 
the same party, this, I think, being the third or fourth of 
similar temor :' 
f SHAKERS, N. Y., March 19, 1880. 
To His ExcELLENCY, ' 


R. B. HAYES, PRESIDENT: ó 

nce 
President, 1 come beseechingly, asking your kindly. rid 
eration for the pardon of my friend, D, M, Bennett, in the 
Albany Peniientiary, now suffering the last months of more 
than a year's sentence, which myself and his hundreds of 
thousands of petitioners verily believe to have been one of 
the most unjust of sentences. Our friend, Mr. President, is 
an old man, but we have known him personally for more 
than thirty years to be above the reproach of an intentional 
unprincipled act. E:e his full term expires, will you not 
do us, his firm friends, the favor, of his partial pardon? He 
has been most severely punished, even had he been guilty 
of the unjust Charge. We, ag Shakers, cannot think of you 
as Capable of Committing an irreparable wrong purposely, 
We would think of you as we have of our dear personal 
friends—Lincoln, Seward, Stanton, and Wade, to whom we 
never made application in vain for executive interference, 
Hoping at this late day you will pass by any efforts that run 
counter to his friends’ petitious, and that I may have the 
high honor of. bearing to him the glad tidings of the Presi- 
dent's pardon, ` Iam yours, etc, 

G. A. Lomas, 

This lettter was forwarded to Senator Roscoe Conkling, 
with the request that he would transmit it to the President, 
The Senator acknowledged the receipt of it, and said 
it had been duly forwarded to the President. And yet it 
was like the dropping of gentle rain on the hide of an alliga- 
tor—of no effect whatever. Although this representative 
of sixteen Shaker communities, numbering three thousand 
people, requested the prisent head of the government, 
in the ¢most feeling and deferential language, to shorten 
my unjust imprisonment, even by a few weeks, askin g him 
to notsuffer the counter-efforts of enemies to longer ipfluence 
him, still all was in vain. Although Mr. Hayes has himself 
admitted that I had committed no crime and that I was not 
deserving; of imprisonment, he has proved himself to be 
callous to every influence touching my case, save the 
commands of the church and the commands of his wife, 
which, unfortunately, emanated from the same bigoted, 
intolerant source. I nevertheless sincerely thank my good 
friend Elder Lomas, and all the fraternity of Shakers, for 
the efforts they have made in my behalf and for the 
unswerving friendship they have shown: me, I shall 
endeavor to prove myself worthy of their continued good 
will. : 

Let, me take this occasion to inform you that Elder Lomas 
attended our chapel meeting this morning, and upon being 
introduced by Mr. Reynolds he spoke to us prisoners about 
half an hour in a very candid, impressive manner, He said 
he came more to hear Mr. Reynolds than with the expecta- 
tion of speaking himself, but he regarded asit hia privilege on 
all occasions to iollow theexampie of the good master who 
went about from place to place healing the sick, curing the 
lame and afflicted, visiting those in despondency, and doing 
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good to all. Without stopping to consider the means by and by such a great number of people, to perform an act of 


which we had been brought together this morning, he recog- 
nized the great truth that we are all brothers and sisters. in 
humani!y, and that in each and every one of us there is a 
portion of divinity, not only binding us together, but also 
uniting us to the source of all goodness and truth. He 
appealed to the better part of our natures to let the enforced 
separation from the world, which we were compelled to 
submit to, the prison life we were now leading, serve as a 
reformatory means to make us better men and women. He 
advised us all to improve the hours, while we are locked 
in our lonely cells, to meditate upon the necessity of close 
watchfulness, gocd resolutions, and self-denial in our future 
lives, so that when the doors of the prison are opened for us 
to step out and be again free, we may be better men 
and women than ever before. In that way, the ignominy 
and pain and deprivation we are now enduring will prove, 
instead of a curse, a blessing to us. He said many illus- 
trious persona had been compelled to submit to a prison life 
and an enforced separation from their fellow-men. He 
instanced first, John, the revelator, who was confined on 
the I:Je of Patmos, where he wrote a remarkable and most 
interesting book. Next John Bunyan, who, while he -was 
immured within prison walls, wrote a most valued work 


Justice that a good man would cheerfully perform without 
being urged ; but never has a president shown such utter 
heartlessness and criminal indifference, He has been deaf 
to the appeals of the merciful, the upright, and the just, and 
has listened to the behests of unprincipled hypocrites, mer- 
ciless bigots, and intolerant persecutors. This is the record 
R B. Hayes has made for himself. This is the history of 
this cage, which will stand for centuries to come, 

As I have made rather free with private letters, giving 
you such as perhaps I should not, I will venture to present 
you one more which I received a few days ago from a long- 
time intimate friend, one who probably knows me as well 
88 any man living, and one whom I know to be strictly 
honest and just, Twenty years ago we together attended 
the radical discourses of Moncure D, Conway (now in Lon- 
don), in the Unitarian church which then stood on the cor- 
ner of Fourth and Race streets, Cincianati. It w as then we 
became acquaintances and friends; and as we resided in the 
same part of the city, we leisurly walked homewards, com- 
menting on what we had heard. Free discussions on relig- 
ious subjects were held in the same church, and were par- 
ticipated in by able speakers and advanced thinkers. 
These were particularly interesting to my friend Winter- 


which had been perused with profit by thousands, and prob- 
ably millions. He hoped none would sink in discourage- 
ment, and think all chances had passed for being moral and 
upright, and for doing good and leading good lives. He 
congratulated all present upon the condition of health we 
were enj ying, and the portion of the divine nature which all 
possessed There were none but what had something cf the 
good about them. This he hoped all would increase and 
strengthen, loving not only the divine element,. but loving 
each other, and all of the human family. He hoped when 
-we left these prison walls we would do go fully resolved to 
lead good lives in the future, and to give offense to none. 
He spoke much more in the same line. He addressed us in 
a very kind epirit, and his rematks were kindly received. 

Mr, Reynolds next introduced a Mr. Lee, who had been a 
prisoner in different prisons for ten years, and though he 
had once been hunted by sheriffs and constables, had now 
become a good man, The gentleman addressed us in a very 
earnest manner, giving us to understand that for six years 
he had left all evil-doing b-hind, and for four years he had 
been talking fcr Jesus, preaching the gorp:l in this state, in 
the East, in the West, and in Canada. He had & good deal 
to say about Jesus, and gave him the credit for the reforma- 
tion he had made. His principal advice to us was to call 
upon Jesus and request his aid to become believers in him. 
"But let me return: 

Ia this connection, I wish to give you another letter to 
the President from ano:her dear friend of mine and a 
college classmate of the Executive himself. I am tolerably 
well assured the writer did not wish it published; but the 
history uf this whole case is being written, and this forms a 
part of it. lirust my friend will pardon me for laying this 
letter before my readers: 

HYDE Park, Mass, Feb., 23, 1880. 

To Prestpent Hayss, Honored Sir: The New York 
TRUTH SEEKER of Feb, 21, 1880 contaived a letter from its 
editor, Mr. D M. Benvett, now in the Albany Penitentiary, 
addressed to yourself, asking to withdraw all re quests bere- 
tofore made to you by himself, his wife, friends, and citi- 
zens, petitioners for his release from imprisonment. 

I write now to say that I have been and am now à peti- 
tioner for him, and E do not wish my fornier letter and pe- 
tition in his behalf withdrawn, notwithstanding his request 
to that effect, On the contrary, more earnestiy than ever 
do I ask for his release. He is not a criminal. He has done 
nothing worthy of imprisonment. He, as many a good man 
and martyr. for truth before has been, is, as I believe, the 
victim of religious zeal and polemic hatred (and hatred i8 
always blind), excited against him by his frequent bold 
avowals, discussions, and publication of certain religious 
opinions, as editor of an Infidel and Freethought newspaper. 

Have not he and his friends now suffered sufficiently in 
his imprisonment to this time to mitigate the anger of his 
enemies ? 

Piease consider how slight the charge which is the pretext 
for his imprisonment. He sent a pamphlet discussion of 
Certain social relations between the sexes, through the 
United States mail, to Anthony Comstock in response to 
his payment and request for the pamphlet. 

Mr. Bennetts continued incarceration is, as I believe, a 
crime against liberty and intell:gerce, against a valued and 
sacred right of the people, that of free speech and a free 
press. It is, as it appears to me, a peace-offering, & sop, as 
it were, to ignorance, intolerance, and superstition, and is & 
daily disgrace to the good name of our country. 

Please pardon me it I also suggest that when you, I, and 
other young men, were students in Harvard Law School, 
years ago, we there listened not only to lectures on law 
from Professor Greenleaf, but to admirable lectures on 
equity from the beloved and learned Judge Story. 

May I now express my belief that the immediaté and un- 
conditional pardon of Mr. Bennett would be a deed of 
mercy—of equity—probably would be regarded by many 
good and wise people at home and abroad as simply an act 
of justice to Mr. Bennett, and will be acknowledged by 
future historians as highly creditable to the President. 

With sentiments of esteem, T am 

Very respecttully yours, 
f ALFRED E. GILES., 


But even such a reasonable request as this had no effect 
upon a man who obtained his position by fraud, and has 
8old himself to the powers of ecclesiastical bigotry, intoler- 
ance, and persecution. Iam informed that many thousand 
similar letters—besides the petition with 200,000 names— 
have been sent to the occupant of the White House, asking 
him to perform this simple act of justice and mercy, but 
without the elightest effect. The church obtained his ear, 
and told him what he must do, Friends have sent me copies 
of such letters, many of them eloquent and touching, but 
they were written previous to my letter to Mr. Hayes, ask- 
«ng him to withdraw ail such applications, and I shall not 
ntroduce them now. Never has a president of this govern- 
ment been appealed to with so much feeling and urgency, 


t Square church ; he also went in a few minutes, 


burn and myself (he was once a clergyman), aud we com- 
pared notes and opinions very freely. 1 may add we usually 
arrived at a unanimous conclusion. Dr. Winterburn very 
often visited my place of business, where we passed scores 
of hours—in the aggregate—in radical and scientific dis- 
course, He removed to New York before I did, but we 
readily renewed our former intimate friendship, which I 
doubt not wil continue so long as we continue, Iam 
proud of him as a friend, and it does me good to be assured 
that such men, who know me £0 well; find something in me 
to commend, when so many who have known so little of 
me are denouncing me in unmeasured terms. {If his ex- 


pressions seem a trifle enthusiastic or extravagant, please 
remember his letter was not written for the public eye, but 
simply my own; but as it is most gratifying to my feelings 
I wish to share it with you. 


229 W. 22ND NT., New Yonx, April 10, 1880. 

My GooD ann Dear OLD FRIEND, D, M. BENNETT: Un- 
less I write you now I shall rot be permitted to do 80, for 
in about half a moon, as the Indian would say, you will 
be here face to face It seems an age since we met, or, 
rather, parted last. Onr next meeting will be a time to be 
always remembered. You will have made a long page of 
history for the church and the world. Your name wil! go 
down the' line of time for ages. Bennett of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER wil rank among many of the world’s famous 
men—not for what he has done, only, but for what he bas 
suffered. He has made the cause holy for which he has suf- 
fered. He has suffered martyrdom as much as those who 
were burnt at Smithfield, or were drowned at Salem, and 
did it like Cranmer, the most heroic of them all. 

We await your arrival st your home with joy. We ex 
pect to riog the jubilce bells of freedom on your return to 
us, and lgt your persecutors know that you are not dead nor 
sleeping, but that you will come forth like the fabied three 
Hebrew children from the fiery furnace, victorious, un- 
harmed by the persecution, and without the smell of fire 
upon your person or a blot upon your character, 

Ikuew you twenty years ago. I though: you were grand 
then. Now I know you to be the true steel of the Damaa- 
cus kind; you can bend without a break, and stand like the 
beaten anvil to the stroke, and ask, ‘‘ Where are my accus- 
ers now ?" Thousands, my dear, good friend Bennett, will 
welcome you back again; will smile on your benign face, 
and love you better than ever. They will try to make the 
remainder of your life an Indian summer, cloudless and 
cheerful, blessed and a blessing to your friends and the 
world. 

Three weeks from to-day, all being well, I shall have you 
by your pen hand—that weapon of powerful energy and 
migüt—and shake it as I never did before, and bid it make 
bolder and more defiant attacks on the foes of free speech, 
a free press, and free mails. I am always your friend, 

CHARLES WINTERBURN, M.D, 

P. 8.—I see by the late London News that our friend Chas. 
Bradlaugh has been elected to a seat in the Parliament of 
Eogland. So Liberalism looks up even there. He will be 
heard from in behalf of human rights, | CQ. W. 

Upon the receipt of such a kind letter, I could not do less 
than drop my friend a line; and as I am already guiity of a 
breach of confidence in his case, I believe I will be stili 
more guilty and give you & part of his in reply, which I 
received to-day: 

New York, April 23, 1880, 
A Last Worp TO My GOOD OLD FRIEND WHILE HE I8 IN 
Prison aT ALBANY: 

Yours of the 14:h came duly to hand. Was very glad to 
hear from you. To know that you felt kindly to me was 
no Surprise; but it is nice, you know, to hear it said or see 
it written. We have heads and hearts to feed as well as 
stomachs, and it is not vanity to attend to the feeding of one 
more than the other, 

The 29ih of April, 1880, will be a red-letter day in my 
calendar henceforth—one of more importance than any thus 
marked in the prayer book. We'll all take a hand in 
keeping up this remembrance of its return in all future 
years. It means D. M. Bennett’s return from the lion's 
den; Jonah's escape from the whale’s stomach; Shadrach, 
Mesuach, and Abednego from the fiery furnace. 1t will be 
your resurrection day—an Easter Sunday in the calendar of 
the future, ‘for we are,” as Lincoln said, '* making history 
which cannot be rubbed out.” . 

Iam pleased to know that your physical health is good 
and that our enemies will be disappointed on your return to 
your home and business—ready to give them battle for 
human rights and human freedom. Few men at your time 
oflife could bave withstood the pressure 80 wellas you 
have done. Few would have come out alive after such a 
long imprisonment, i 

Comstock, Crosby, Colgate, with Benedict, Britton, and 
Hayes, may hide their shameless faces from the scorn and 
contempt of the age. ' 

Friend Bennett, the world is alive just as you left it. The 
sun rises and sete, the week comes and goes, and so does 
man. How many noted men have died since you went up 
to Albany! Amongst the many, Dr. Ozgood died last Wed- 
nesday in a few moments. Dr. Hutton of hoe 

Co 


mention the names of many prominent men who have passed 
away within the last six months, while you and I are full of 
life and vim. Ihope some time to come. 

I see your boys [TRuTER SEEKER printers] once ina while, 
and your good wite always welcomes me with cheer. How 
your advent makes her smile, poor woman, Sie has done 
nobly—acted her part well. She must have her comfort yet 
in this world. You see I am no pessimist; Iam not wor'd- 
tired yet. But here I muststop. I’m off to New Jersey to 
Bee a patient. I’ve lots to Sav when we meet. 

Yours always kindly, 
CHAWwLES Wintersorn, M.D. 

P. S. This ia my sixty fifth. birthday. Born in 1815, on 

April 23d. I did not think of it when I began to mu 


How can I help feeling grateful for such friendship and 
the expressions of such confiderce and esteem? A large 
number of the letters I have received since I have been in 
prison are of the same class, many of which I would lik» to 
print, but I do not wish in that way to sound my own praises 
too loudly. My principal desire is to show while I have 
most bitter and malicious enemies, I have slso warm and 
appreciative friends. I would at any time give more for 
one true friend than half a dozen of the bitterest foes. 

I have scores of letters similar to the one last given that I 
would gladly lay before you, friendly, appreciate letters 
from such friends as Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Dr. E B. 
Foote, Mrs. Lucy N. Colman, A. L Rawson, E E. Gibson, 
Mrs. Elizabeth M. F. Denton, Henry Damon, Mrs. Sallie J. 
Miner, John S8, Verity, Mrs. Mary Emma Fisher, E C. 
Walker, Mrs. Oiive K, Smith, James Johnson, Mra, A. H. 
Colby, A, H. Walker, Mrs. C, Fannie Allyn, W. 8. Bell, 
Mrs. Lerey Dutton, L. A. Thompson, Mrs. Amy Post, Jay 
Chappel, Mra. Jennie E Leete, E. H. Hey wood, Mrs. H. 8. 
Lake, Moses Hull, Mrs. Dr. Andrews, H. A. Stone, Mrs. 
Dr. Raymond, E. Campfield, Mrs. Grece L. Parkhurst, 
Frank Rivers, Mrs. Maggie E Clark, T, C. Leland, Lizzie 
Adams, Daniel E. Ryan, Mrs, Winnie Aspinwall, R. M. 
Casey, Mrs, Libbie Decker, I. C. Terry, and hosts of others, 
all of which would doubtless interest you to read, but I 
cannot introduce them now; you will, however, believe me 
when I assure you I prizetgm most highly. I repeat, very 
few prisoners have received such a quantity of most excel- 
lent letters, and from such a great numb:r of friends, scat- 
tered over such a great extent of conutry, 

There are large numbers of you, my friends, whom I 
would be very glad to take by the hand and thank person- 
ally for your remembrance of me when in +filictioa, Yes, 
I would gladly have replied t» your kind letters, but the 
rules of the prison would not permit it. Let me again thank 
you all. 

But there are some for whom I have no thanks, Curses, 
perhaps, would be more fitting for some of them, but I deal’ 
not much in curses, and so will not use them now. I have 
no thanks for Anthony Comstock. Iregird him one of the 
vilest and meanest men that live. How does the case stand 
between him and myself? For nearly a year I have been 
lying in prison, by his precuring, on the ignominious charge 
of circulating obscene literature—Mr. Heywood's little 
argumentative pamphlet on a most vits] question which 
effects every human being; a pamp let written with the 
best of motives, containing not one improper word or 
thought, but arguments and suggestions which thousands of 
excellent people have read with profit, many thinking the 
arguments unanswerable. Tne little woik has been sold by 
the thousand both before and since my conviction, and 
read by hundreds of thousands, and Ido not believe one 
person, old or young, has received the slightest irjury from 
reading it. Iam not afraid to cffer a handsome premium 
for any person that can be produced who, in the slightest 
degree, has been damaged by reading ‘‘ Cupid’s Yokes.” 
Yet for mailing one copy of it to a false address I have been 
sent to prison. ^ : 

The only obscene book I remember having seen for 
twenty years is one that came from Anthony Comstock. It 
was sent by mail to a person of my acquaintance. That it 
did come from Comstock can be proved to the full satisfac- 
tion of every intelligent, impartial person. He has the 
main bulk of obscene literature in the country, which he 
captured some eight or ten years ago, which did not cost 
him a cent, and which he takes great pleasure in exhibiting 
to the pureminded clergy, pure-minded Congressmen, 
legislators, editors, etc. These books are illustrated by the 
vilest cuts ever made, Comstock gloats over these. He has 
spent hours, days, and weeks in perusing them, looking at 
the foul pictures, showing them to his very pious pulpit 
friends, and lugging them around to Congress, the legisla- 
tures, and to religious gatherings of the clergy and leading 
church-members in various parts of the country. These 
books and prints Comstock, through his man Friday— 
Britton—has offered for sale to numerous bookdealers, and 
many persons believe he has sent large numbers by mail. 
That he sent one I have posilive proof. If any person of 
depraved tastes and impure mind wants an obscene book 
with the very worst illustrations, Anthony Comstock is the 
man to send to. He has monopolized the business. He has 
all the stock in the market. He has ‘made a corner" in 
obscenity. His cffice, and the office of his obscene society, 
is at 150 Nassau street, New York, over the American Tract 
Society. Iam told there isso much obscenity there that it 
can be smelt in the air and be almost sliced with a knife. 
Comstock is soaked, steeped, impregnated, saturated, filled 
up, pressed down, and running over with obscenity. Some 
fancy they can see obscenity coming out of his mouth, nose, 
and eyes. I think I have seen it in his face (and his is one 
of the most coarse, sensual-looking physiognomies I ever 
looked upon) He—member of Dr. S orr’s church—has 
probably devoted more time to poring over obscene filth 
than any fifty men in the country, always excepting his 
very pure-minded aid-de.camp and assistant, Joseph A. 
! Britton, member of Chrystie-street Methodist church, 
i What these two men do not know about obscenity and 


926 


hastiness can never be found out. They have some of it : 
With them at all times. It is said. they never can be found : 
without an obscene book or a six-shooter with them. "The: 
effect of those filthy books and. pictures, which Comstock: 
carries around with him to Congress, to gatherings of 
sainted clergymen, and whick he exhibits to invited guests 
in his office. is most electrical, After they have pored over 
the vile stuff for half an hour and listened to Anthony’s lies 


about how such books are being sent through the mails by ; 


tons to all the little schoolgiris in the country, they imme- 
diately come to the conclusion that there is indeed a Saint 
Anthony of modern times, and they instantly fall down, 
metaphorically speaking, and worship him. They remember 
him and his pictures, lo, many days. In his recent-called 


meeting of very pious men in Chicago, it seems some of ! 
the beloved pure men wo expected to enjoy the usual; 
| hardly expect much mercy or much justice where religious 


Comstock exhibition called for some of his pretty pictures. 
His saintly reply was, *' Of, you could not look at them 
without being badly infected and defiled.” 
the rejoinder, ‘‘how happens it; that you do not become 
defiled, who see so much of j.t; “Oh,” answered the 
saint, very sanctimonious)y, “it is only by prayer that I am 
protected." Prayer! Sach athiog as he pray! As though 
any decent god or devil would listen to him if he did! As 
well might maggots, worms, turkey- buzzards, crows, and 
vultures who ve on and bloat, and gorge themselves with 
.the foulest ‘carrion, claim that. they prevent the filth from 
striking iD and defiling them '* by means of prayer!" Bah! 
But Cc mstock does not obtaiz. from his obscene pictures 
and bc oks all the foul pabuldm his mind craves. He wants 
Bleo the living, breathing, palpitating article. Let it not be 
forgotten that on the 14th day of June, 1878, he went to a 
house of prostitution at No. 224 Greene street, in New York 
city, and for a certain eum of money hired three unfortunate 
frail girls to exhibit themselves in a state of entire nudity, 
before himself and five other men. He was master of cer- 
emonies, and for an hour-and twenty minutes, as testified 


" But," Was; 
prosecutor, and principslly a Calvinistic jury, especially 


The Truth Seeker, May 1, 1860. 
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comparison just, though possibly rather severe on J tfferies. 
It is a sad thought to think that five or six thousand dollars 
of the people’s money has to be used in paying Benedict for 
enacting gross injustice, I believe the warst act of Lincoln’s 
life was to make a judge of Charles L. Benedict. It is only 
charitable to Lincoln to believe he did not know the real 
character of the man he was thus elevating for life.. Had 


‘he known this it cannot be thought he would ever have 


made such an appointment, No, no thanks for Benedict! 

I haye no thanks and no great respect for Judges Blatch- 
ford and Choate, inasmuch as being called to review my 
trial as appellate judges, though sitting at the time with 
Benedict, they sustained him in all hia iniquitous rulings, 
‘unjust charges, ete, Benedict was really on trial himself, 
and brother Calvinists sustained him, refused me a new 
trial, and sent an innocent man to prison. ` An Infidel can 


prejudices are aroused, when he has to depend upon the 
ten Jer mercies of three Calvinistic judges, a Calvinistie 


when a Calvinistic church has issued an edict that he must 
be convicted. Not one of these judges is in this case 
deserving of the thanks of the lovers of justice. 

I have no thanks for Stewart L. Woodford, the district 
attorney who sanctioned proceedings against me and signed 
the indictment arraigning me on a false charge. He knew 
I had committed no crime and that I was not deserving of 
imprisonment, but ir. obedience to the voice of the church he 
winked atinjustice and gave his aid toward depriving me o't 
the dearest rights I had in the world, He did what b.e 
knew to be wrong to please the rich, churchly, self-righit- 
eous class. Verily he has his reward. He once told me, in 


etc., that I was a more honest man than himself, I think 
he was honest then, if he never was at any other time, He 
certainly was not honest when he unjustly took steps to 
wrest from me, by the power of the United States govern- 


to in Judge Gildersleeve's c&hrt, ordered those girls through 
various evolutions and performances, unfit to be named, 
until his unclean mind was doubiless fully satisfied for the 
time. Oa another occasion he took prostitutes to the photo- 
graph gallery of Mr. Rice, on Broad way avd Twelfth street, 


ment that which is dearer to me than life. He was very 
ready to prosecute myself, but he utterly refused to prose- 
cute Samuel Colgate who had positively broken the same 
statute under which I was tried and imprisoned. The 
difference was, I am an Infidel and a poor man, while the 


for the express purpose of having their pictures taken in a 
state of nudity. This is Anthony Comstock. This is the 
man who caused me to be thrown into a felon’s cell for thir- 
teen months, for obscenity, while he remains at large, petted 
and feted by the pious, self-righteous hypocrites, little better 
than himself. The vilest harlot that walks the streets of 
New York at midnight is not more vile and corrupt than 
that man Comstock. If I have been guilty enough of 
obscenity to send me to prison a year, a thousand years 
would not suffice to give him his just deserts. Yes, this is 
the mau who dragged off to prison, on his foul charges, 
such excellent old men as Leopard Fox, M. Weil, Andrew 
Prosch, and others. Oh, will that man ever receive the meed 
of retribution justly due him? No, I have no thanks for 
him. 

I have no thanks for Charles L. Benedict, who has prosti- 
tuted the high cffise of Judge of a United States Court to 
carry out the narrow and cruel behests of the powers of 
sectarian bigotry, intolerance, and malice. He is a genuine 
disciple of John Calvin. It is of him that Comstock often 
has boasted, especially at the time of my trial. In the 
court room, and while the jury were out trying to agree 
upon a verdict, “Ab,” said Comstock, “I never fail in 
this court; I always win my cases before Judge Benedict ; 
I invariably meet with. success here.” And it was this 
Judge’s sentence of myself to this prison that gave Com- 
stock most exquisite pleasure (I believe that was the occa- 
Sion) At Cincinnati, before a called meeting of clergymen 
and others, in the parlor of the Burnett House, Comstock 
held up the dispatch he had received, and said to this effect: 
“Ah, my friends, this is the happiest day of my life! That 
bad man, Bennett, is sent to prison, at which I greatly 
xej^ice 1” 

Judge Benedict gave me a most unfair trial—a mere trav- 
esty of justice. 1 wished to show, by most competent writ- 
ers, scholars, philc] gists, experts, and booksellers, that Mr. 
Heywood’s pamphlet is not obscene, Benedict would not 
allow it. I wished to have the pamphlet of twenty-three 
pages read entirely to the jury, Benedict forbade it. I 
wished to compare the little pamphlet with the writings of 
standard authors of works on physiology, philosophy, and 
generalliterature, Benedict would not allow it, I wished 
to show by the author of the pamphlet what his purpose was 
In writing it, and that he had not the slightest intention of 
inflaming or exciting anybody’s passions, Benedict stopped 
this. I wished to show tothe jury the animus of the man 
who had instituted the prosecution against me—that he had 
threatened to break up my business; that he had on several 
occasions tried, by threats of imprisonment, to intimidate 
the printers who printed my paper and books, and prevent 
their doing further work for me; that he had tried the same 
tactica with the news companies, threatening them with 
prosecution if they did not stop selling my papers. In the 
same way he tried to prevent the folder and mailer from 
handling my paper, the post-office people from sending it 
away, and the newsdealers and newsboys from selling it on 
the streets. But Benedict would let nothing of the kind be 
shown. I wished to show to the jury that Comstock per- 
jured himself in three instances in the testimony. he gave on 
my trial. Witnesses to do this were in the room, and two 
of them called to the stand, but Benedict would not let the 
facts be told. AN his rulings and decisions were pointedly 
and persistently against me, and when he came to his charge 
to the jury he did it in such a way that if they obeyed him 
they could not help bringing in a verdict of guilty. He 
gave such instructions as would send to prison every book- 
seller in the country. I have compared Benedict with the 
infamous Jefferies of the sixteenth century, I think the 


other was a leading Christian and a man of wealth. This 
is Curistian justice. Nothanks for Woodford. 

No thanks for William: P. Fiero, assistant district attorney, 
bosom friend of and co-operator with Anthony Comstock. 
He secured my conviction fully as much on my ‘Open 
Letter to Jesus Christ" as for mailing ‘‘ Cupid's Yokes.” 
He prosecuted me with all the vigor he possessed and held 
me up as a vile, bad man. I cannot thank him for that. 

I have no thanks for the Christian jury which sent me 
here. 'l'hey did not find a common sense, righteous ver- 
dict, but allowed their religious prejudices and bigotry to 
have full weight against me. They are worthy of comdem- 
nation, but not thanks, May they never receive such unjust 
treatment at the hands of their fellow-men. . 

I have no thanks for Samuel Colgate. He is far more & 
violator of the statute under which I am imprisoned than 


Iam. He advertised and sent the advertisement by mail 


how silicylic acid, blended with vaseline, would prevent 
conception, He had the vaseline for sale. His was & 
positive. breach of the law, while mine was only construct- 
ively so, calling that obscens which is not obscene. Colgate 
presented himeelf at my trial, giving his influence against 
me, and by his money he aids in crushing out the liberties 
and rights of men fully as good. as himself, He often visits 
Comstock’s obscene office, and probably regales his pure 
soul with the choice obscenity which is kept there in 
abundance, Colgate is worthy of no thanks, 

No thanks to the Rev. Joseph Cook, who by a blunder on the 
part of some one escaped from a mad-house not long ago, 
He put in his gross, obese, flabby-looking person at my trial, 
side by side with his friecd Comstock, to wield the jury by 
the weight of his lymph and vast saintly influence against 
me, He has also slandered me in the grossest manner since 
I have been in prison. As a pious clerical liar and defamer 
of Liberals he has no equal. z? 

No thanks to the Rev. Howard Crosby, D D., L.L.D., 
A.8.8., etc. He is a bosom friend of Anthony Comstock. 
He approves of Anthony’s lies, as he declared im & public 
meeting in the Young Men's Christian Association Hall; aad 
there is every reason for believing he approves of Comstock’s 
perjury and obscenity, for he says he **swears by Anthony 
Comstock." Crosby has a suppression society of his own, 
of a similar character to Cometock’s obscene society, which 
perhaps is partly the reason of their close friendship. “A 
fellow feeling makes us wondrous kind." I cannot thank 
Crosby for shamefully slandering me in the public meeting 
alluded to, denouncing me as a leader and defender of 
dealers in obscene literature, when his friend Comstock sees 
more of it in a minute than J ever saw in all my life. His 
slander is a vile falsehood. J cannot thank him nor respect 
him for exulting over my imprisonment, and uttering the 
immense falsehood that it was worth 100,000 times $50,000 


or $5,000,000,000, being $15,000,000 per day, or $1,500.000 


per hour, at ten hours per day. Probably that statement is 
just about as true as the big gospel stories he preaches. 

I have no thanks for R. B Hayes and his pious wife, and 
for reasons already sufficiently stated. They have preferred 
to be merciless, relentless, and cruel, in obeying the com- 
mands of the church rather than listen to the dictates of 
humanity, mercy, and justice. It is my honest opinion that 
in every dollar he draws from the treasury of our country 
he commits a far greater crime than I did when one of my 
clerks deposited in the mail, duly stamped, one of Mr. Hey- 
wood's pamphlets. I had a perfect right to do what I did, 
while he has no right to draw the people's raoney, He was 
not elected to the position which he has disgraced. He 
obtained it by fraud and stealth, 

I have no thanks for the orthodox clergy, my persistent 


his own office, after he had read my ‘' Thirty Discussions,” 


. iiia a 


foes, who have wilfully traduced me, and used the influence 
of their position to prevent Mr. Hayes from letting me out 
of {prison when my health was giving way, and it was 
thought I could not live. Had I succumbed to the severity ` 
of prison life, as their influence kept me here, they would 
virtually have been my murderers. If they wish to persist 
in calling me **a bad man,” I ask them to point out the bad 
deeds I am guilty of; to bring forward a person I have 
injured, either by wronging him out of a dollar, by telling: 
a falsehood about him, or by depriving him of any rights 
he possesses. Let them point out any falsehood I have 
uttered at any time. It is not for uttering falsehood they 
hate me, but because I tell too much truth—truth damaging 
to their business and their plans for fleecing the peovle by 
exciting superstitious fears about angry gods and devils and 
smoking hells. Unless they can point out some absolute 
wrongs J. have committed, some person I have injured, let 
them desist: from slandering me, and speaking evil of me. 
If I ha're wronged a human being I do not know it, and did 
not inend it, while I am sure I can produce thousands who 
will testify that I have done them good. 

- There is another class of enemies who have co-operated' 
wit'a the foregoing in doing their utmost to render me all the: 
imury in their power, and who seized upon the time when 
1 was confined in a prison cell (unable to know wbat was: 
teing done or to make a defense for myself), to pour out: 
such a flood of falsehood, slander, exaggeration, distortion 
malice, and venom a8 was never before showered upon one 
poor, luckless head at one-time. Their treatment has felt 
far more cruel than my unjust trial and imprisonment, I 
have no thanks for those persons, though they claim to be 
Liberals. I honor and esteem all kinds of Liberals save this 
conservative, self-righteous, hypocritical, slandering class. 

Excuse me, dear friends, for alluding to this unpleasant 
matter, but it is a part of the history of the wrongs that have 
been done me, and I do not wish to piss it unnoticed, 
though I hope to never have to allude to it again. I know 
not what I ever did to this class of pseudo-Liberuls. that 
they should have made such an unkind, such an ungentle- 
manly, such a cruel attack upon me, I never sought. to 
injure one of them, 

I have no thanks for John C. Bundy, Charles Ellis, Fran- 
cis E. Abbot, nor any of those who co-operated with them. 
It is much to be doubted whether any one of them, taking 
all things into consideration, can present a better moral 
record than myself. The first, whose paper had but just 
ceased to drip the filth in which it had beea immersed for 
years, and since conducted by a man who has shown him 
self black-hearted and malignant, led off in this vile attack. 
The last, whose paper has abounded in vituperation, slan- 
der, and falsehood for more than two years, followed suit, 


. Bome of their helpers who have howled the most about 


morality and purity are known to be very far from perfec- 
tion, and if their true inwardness were fully shown up 
they would stand in far from an enviable position. Some 
who have made themselves somewhat busy in denouncing 
me have been guilty of conduct utterly immoral, as much 
worse than anything I have done as sodomy is worse than 
mere light and ,frivolous conversation. One, when his 
deeds were likely to become publicly known, and to meet 
with deserved censure, suddenly discovered that he had 
urgent business on the opposite side of the globe. A man 
will have to circumnavigate the earth several times to fully 
escape the effects of vile conduct, Self-righteous hypo- 
crites very often try to wear the mask of extra purity, and 
the principal means by which they advertise their own supe- 
rior virtue and morality is by being excessively shocked at 
somebody’s else mistakes, aud having a great deal to say 
about them. Many think it a very cheap way of being 
thought moral and of obtaining a reputation for great purity 
and imagine that what they acquire in that way is obtained 
much easier than by themselves treading in the straight and 
narrow path of self-denial, It msy be so, and it may not ; 
gains that come by dishonesty and by injuring others do not 
always ‘‘ stay by,".aud produce the same amount of happi- 
ness as those won by honest toil and faithful, good works, 
As a rule, those who are very ready to condemn others, and 
whose very sensitive feeling: are easily shocked at the sing 
of others, will bear watching themselves. Always distrust 
the mau or woman who loudly proclaims his or her purity 
and cries down other peoples' vices. Buch are generally 
hypocrites. The best and purest people are always chari- 
table toward others. Pharisees and self-righteous prudes 
rarely exhibit charity. They judge other people's hearts by 
the blackness of thelr own, and if they find a brother has 
made a mistake they magnify it beyond all reason, they call 
other people’s attention to it, and baw! themselves hoarse in 
proclaiming otber people’s imperfections to the world. 
Such are often controlled by envy, malice, and revenge, the 
worst qualities which enter into and help make up human 
character, This class of maligners not unfrequently seek 
to build up their own reputation and business by pulling 
somebody else down. There is reason for rejoicing, however, 
that they do not always succeed in their unrighteous efforts, 
** Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam eut of thine own 
eye, and then thou shalt see clearly to cast out the mote out 
of thy brother’s eye,” is pretty sound advice, and is often 
most applicable, There are a good many items in the pri- 
vate career of those who have attacked and accused me so 
unmereifully that might well enough be more widely known. 
Ihave not much taste for those things, but if this kind of 
warfare is to be continued upon me I shall try and change 
my tastes a little. A game that two can play at is far more 
interesting than any solitaire game, '' The game of fifteen " 
will not long be popular because two caunot play it together. 
I have no thanks for John C. Bundy. He has done me 
almost the greatest injury one man can do to another. 
Thinking he could take advantage of a mistake I had made, 
and while I was prostrate and under the heel of oppressors, 
he deemed me defenseless, and an easy prey to his schemes, 
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He came into possession, in a most dishonorable manner, of | deadly injury to the 
certain private letters I had written nearly two years be. | bad as the thief 
fore—aud that they were ill-advised and indiscreet has been Subscribers? Let 
suficiently acknowledged. "Yes,. they were private, and | TRUTH BEEKHR I 
Bundy had no business with them, neither had the public | Liberals of the country or even with their names. I wished 
any business with them, They had injured nobody, and | to place my little sheet in the hands of as man Liberals as 
there was not the slightest danger of their doing so, They | possible, net they miglt know of the feeble effort I was 
were not written with the view of injuring any person, making. Y wrote to Mr. Abbot, asking upon what terms he 
They had partially passed into forgetfulness and oblivion, | would slow me the ie of his list ao lied, saying the 
‘where they should have remained.. The only result that] price, was three thousand dollars i It Bi Ro dci 
could arise in publishing them to tho world was to deeply | for. me to.apare that sum of money, so I did not make the 
injure the writer, To effect thie, distortion, exaggeration, Jovestment; but I learned the price of a publisher's mail- 
. and slander, with false and sensational captions and head- ( list. Mr. Abbot, however, got the names on my list Without 
lines, were added and interlarded throughout, His regular paying three thousand dollars, and probably without paying 
edition was not sufficient to injure me to the extent "pe | three hundred cents, and I think my list quite as valuable 
wished, He aimed to strike me deeper, and to make thelashis, I would not exchange to-day, except upon payment 
wound more deadly. Ten thousand extra copies and, more | of pretty heavy odds, So by the help of another thief he 
Were printed, and they were sent all ‘over the lan“, to pub- | got that $3,000 from me for nothing, But that is not all. 
lishers of papers by the thousand, “arid to eveyhody whose | His intention was to do me afar greater injury; to blast 
name could be obtained, and who it was taought could be jmmy reputation; to cause my friends to become my foes; to 
prejudiced against me. An atfec;g of tae game volume and | ruin my business, and to leaye me in my old age, when I 
with the same malignity Was «scarcely ever made upon a} emerged from prison, without a friend and without a dollar. 
man before, certainly not Vader the same circumstances, | That was the clear and evident intention of this man of 
Envy, hatred, and malice were the incentives to the act, | "culture" and superfine morality, He is the man who for 
which no gentleman wou ,d be guilty óf.. The claim that it | three years has been croaking and prating about the immo- 
Was done in the interest of virtue and purity is as false as hel] | rality of some Liberals and the great necessity of elevating 
itself. The entire 8P'cit that prompted the deed was as un: |the standard of Liberalism. Is the way to elevate Liberal- 
generous as fany thing that can well be conceived. I am told | ism to practice the arts of the liar, the thief, the slanderer, 
the man ha a still another instalment of the same lot, which | and the robber? ‘IL hope not. I believe not, If it is true, 
be is burning to lay before the public, If' he thinks he can | a8 his friend Joseph Cook says, ‘‘men are measured by their 
thereby do good to the world, increase the magnitude of his | heroes,” may the gods take pity on the Free Religionists 
bank éccount, that be can thereby greatly injure me | and the ‘‘cultured” Pharisees who take Mr. Abbot for their 
and add, largely to his own reputation, it is expected he will | hero! Why, if he had written half the spooney letters that 
not be excessively modest or merciful. Perhaps he had | Were ever penned, he would not be so base a man, s0 much 
better follow his bent. I have got so I can stand almost an | scoundrel in the eyes of honorable people, as he is to- 
Walimited amount of meanness. It would, however, be| day. If he had more spooneyism and less falsehood, malice, 
advisable for him to adhere somewhat to the truth. Pub- | and the most despicable conduct, he would be'a far better 
lishing slanders is not always profitable. man than he is. As a bitter, persistent, unscrupulous ene- 
I have no thanks for Francis E, Abbot. Let me take a| my, I have found him excelled only by Anthony Comstock, 
very few minutes to consider this case. For two and a half | They are boon companions in their efforts to deeply injure 
years this man brs been trying to do me all the injury in his |a humble, persecuted old man. I have not seen an Index 
power. After I was arrested the first time under the | since I. left New York, but friends write me that Abbot has 
statute which finally sent me to prison, I joined with true | kept up his mean flings at me all along. 
friends in getting up a petition to Congress to repeal the| There are some others not specially worthy of thanks, 
unjust and unconsticutional law which, in 1873, was hurried | but it is not necessary to name all. Some of them have 
through that body without debate or examination, and | given me and my readers not very pretty names. They have 
passed in the closing hours, with two hundred and sixty | said we are a loose, disreputable set, while those whom they 


Mr, Abbot settle it. 


other bills, and when a large proportion of the members | Tepresent are decidedly a superior class. They have denomi-. 


nated us ‘“‘tag-rag and bobtail.” Not a very pretty name, 
Seventy thousand people over the country joined in the|to be sure, but perhaps as good as we deserve. After all, 
effort and signed the petition. Mr. Abbot opposed the|'*what's in a name? A rose by any other name would 
movement with all his ability, and attributed the worst|smell as sweet.” And so perhaps we as “ bobtails ” may 


were drunk and scarcely knew what they were voting for. 


possible w.otives to myself.and others who had inaugurated | reach just as high a heaven as though we beionged to the 


the movement. He called us advocates of obscenity and |''cuttured few," or '*longtails," They are diametrically 
vice in the worst forms, 


of the question he showed intense bitterness and unfairness, they ‘must be ‘‘ longtails.” 


hundred flagrant, positive, out-and-out falsehoods, 


cannot point them out, one by one, I will forfeit one thou-| at the "present time the bobtaila are the most to be pitied. 


sand dollars. If I uttered one during that time I do not| By the: bye, why did not Abbot select that name for his 
know it. I will forfeit another thousand dollars if he will | National Liberal Union, nee League of America and Mount 
Pico? Had they boldly taken the name of Longtails six 


point out a sir.gle falsehood I printed intentionally or know- 
ingly. Between the efforts cf Comstock and himself the | months ao there might have been more Unions by this 
movement for repeal was unsuccessful. I never spoke the | time. 
first unkind or uncomplimentary word of Mr. Abbot until | divided info two principal sects, Pharisees and Saducees, 
be Commenced maliguing me in the most offensive manner. | The former were very cultured, very self-righteous, and 


Among his first efforts was to make it appear that I had | very fond of nding fault and picking flaws with their 


bommiited forgery, and this (to him) pleasing theme hejneighbors, They made long prayers, wore long faces, and 
tork up more than once, I proved not only that I had not | boasted much of their righteousness. Liberalism may be 


committed forgery, but, by the sworn affidavit of one of} approaching a similar condition—the Longtails and the 
Of course the Longtails are the most pure, the 


the best men in;America, that he had. His slurs, innuen- | Bobtails. 
does, and direct charges about “libertinism,” “the immoral | most righteous, the crema de la creme and the very quist- 
party of license," etc., etc., were almost unceasing, But | essence of cultr.re and respectability, They are particularly 
his grand time came after his return from Mount Pico and | pleased with choice Bible readings, like righteous Lot and 
after his friend Comstock had got me into prison. Hethen|his daughters, Jacob and his wives and handmaids, She- 
bad me at great disadvantage. He could strike me and I|chem and Dinah, Judah and Tamar, Zimri and Cosbi, Da: 
coud not strike back, By uniting with Bundy and pub- 
lishing my private letters and decrying me as ‘‘a libertine,” | father's concubines, Solomon and his seraglio of one thou- 
** lecherous villain," etc., etc., he thought he could give | sand women, tb.e.Song of Solomon, which talks so beauti- 
me such fatal blows as I could never recover from; that|fully about ‘(Christ and the church," the fourth and 
my reputation could be entirely ruined, and the little busi- {twenty-third chapters of Ezekiel, with hundreds of otber 
ness Which, by dint of hard labor and close economy for | passages of a similar Character. They can hardly say too 
several years, 1 had built up made utterly valueless. This | much in praise of the Bible. They like those parts named 
was the object. Thousands of extras of the Index, brimful | especially for their *'purity," and they wonder how anybody 
of falsehood and slander, were industriously, and with not |can see aught indecent or improper in all that. They also 
a little expense, sent in every direction. He boasted of |think it very wrong to say anything against our spiritual 
sending five or ten thousand extra Copies. I think thousands | leaders, the dear Clergy of the country ; and they condemn 
of my friends can be found who were thus imposed upon | those who dare say a word against them. Whar if they do 
by his slanderous sheet. He not only sent them to my |hug and kiss the sisters! What if they do commit adultery, 
worst foes, but especially to my best friends, His great wish | and prove thernselves no better than sinners! They are a 
was to alienate them from me and to change them to foes. | high order of men, and their little mistakes should not be 
How did he get their names? This question has been atked | alluded to, But let a brother Liberal, especially one of 
me in a great number of letters from all partsof the country: | the Bobtails, commit the crime of writing letters to a woman 
* How did Abbot get my name? I never have written him. | and their holiest iadignation is immediately aroused, They 
I never sew his paper before, and my name has never been | are ready to denounce the offender in the most emphatic 
in prir, anywhere. How is it that he sent his vile sheet to | terms, and advise the Liberals of the country to withdraw 
such, Liberals in the neighborhood as take Tue Trutu| their sympathy and patronage at once; thus by pulling 
Sr,gxkR, aud not to others?” I'll tell you how he got them. | down an unfortunate sinner to allow envious, jealous, and 
"de used the names of a stolen list of mine, which was | malignant competitors, those who have an opposition shop, 
feloniously abstracted from my office in the middle of the | to rise upon his ruius. Tnat is Longtailism, '' culture,” or 
might, when I was abed and asleep, two years ago, and by a | self-righteousness. m 

foe nearly as mean as Abbot himself. My office was| Rumors possess great facilities for moving around from 
- entered by a key so nearly like my own that it unlocked my | place to place. They even find their way within tbese 
„door perfectly easy, Abbot knew that list was stolen prop- | prison walls, and they vary in character and portent. One 
„erty. I advertised the theft widely and proved it. ; d 

knew it was a stolen list when it came into his possession. | of falsehood, slander, and vituperation. Another is that 
It is a truthful old adage, ‘Tbe partaker is as bad as the | Comstock will again cause my arrest on some charge as soon 
thief." There is very little difference. A man who will|as I leave the prison doors. Another still, that he will 
avail himself of property họ knows was stolen, to effect a |errest mo after my return home, And still another, tha 


person from whom it was stolen, is as 
What was the value of my mailing list of 
When I started TAE 
had little or no acquaintance with the 


In the discussion that sprung out | opposed to us, hence if we are '' bobtails,” it follows that 
Bobtailism. of course means 
He uttered in the paper he conducts—during a few months |somethting very bad, something that should be severely 
—upon the subject and what grew out of it, from fifty to one | frowned upon by all respectable, cultured, and pure-minded 
If I|longtails. Probably of all the Liberals that are in existence 


About the commencement of our era the Jews were 


vid and Bathshebs, Amnon and Tamar, Absalom and his 


He} rumor is that Bundy is coming out with another broadside 
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some dire charge is to be made against me by somebody, or 
somebody else, of some gross immorality, of which I am 
declared guilty. Ido not know what ital] means, nor am I 
borrowing the least trouble about it. I doubt not my bitter 
enemies will be glad to render me all the injury in their 
power. Iam among both the most fortunate and the most 
unfortunate of men. I have the best friends of almost any 
man in the world and the meanest enemies, I shall hardly 
be surp ised at anything the latter may attempt, I am 
repeatedly called “a Libertine,” ‘a deceiver,” '*& very bad 
man," with lots of similar eppellations. It may be true, 
but I don’t think it is. Iam a human being, with the char- 
acteristics and incentives of a human being ; and I am glad 
it is so, Ihad rather be a human being than anything else 
I know of. I would, for the present, at any rate, rather be 
a decent kind of human heing than to be a dried-up saint, 
or even a first-class shadowy angel. I know more about the 
status of things here than I do there, and I prefer to take the 
Chances and remain here yet, if possible, lo these many years. 


‘I think there are some human beings better than I am, while 


there are quite à number no better, I have been called an 

admirer of women. I confess it boldly. I am an admirer 

of the opposite sex, I regard them as the beiter part of 

humanity, and am only sorry that all are not as good and as 

grand as some are. There is, indeed, a great deal of the 

kind, sympathetic, genial, devoted, earnest, sincere, self- 

sacrificing, well.disposed, moral, spiritual, affectionate, and 

lovely qualities in the human sisterhood, which I hope ever 

to appreciate, I sometimes feel like reiterating the well- 
remembered apothegm of Toodles: “ Woman, you ara a 
brick !” But even with all that I cannot think I am a liber- 
tine. Ineverran away with another man’s wife. I never 
seduced another man’s daughter, nor tried to. My passions 
have never run away with me, I have never been an adul- 

terer, There is no man, woman, or child can disprove thia. 

I have striven to do injury to no person. I have lived iu 
several different localities and am known by many people. 

I have borne a good reputation. I have never been regarded 
as a libertine and never called so until since I have been in 
prison. I think the charge as unjust as is my imprisonment, 

Wherever J have resided during my life I have found women 
attractive and lovely, of course, and some of them in every 
place of an obliging disposition, but I have not strayed after 
them nor -held improper commerce with them.: In New 
York city, where I now—when out of prison—reside, there 
are estimated to be no less. than twenty thousand women 
who, to a greater or Jess degree, make merchandise of their 
personal charms, and among these there are many who are 
beautiful and attractive. These Classes—for they are not all 
alike—are said to be easy of access and commercially in- 
clined. They would at least seem to prevent any need of 
any one unduly importuning any one poor little specimen, 
But they have not allured me in the slightest degree. I 
have never called upon them or been into one of the houses 
whore they dwell. My desires have not been in that direc- 
tion, or for anything of the kind. Whatever my accusers 
may say, L have not been a whoremonger nor an adulterer; 
and as I am now getting on quite fast enough in my seventh 
decade—having lived so long without being either—I do not 
think the danger is great of my now becoming 80. Were it 
possible I would be glad to give my enemies peace of mind 
on this subject, so that they need not feel troubled about the 
danger of my falling from virtue and self-denial. I would 
assure them there.is no occasion for them to lay awake 
nights on my account, nor to worry themselves into a pre- 
mature state of decline with fears for me, I have lived 
honorably and properly for sixty years, and fully believe Į 
can do 80 during the ten or twenty years more I hope to add 
to my life. 

So, my friends, if you hear startling and thrilling rumors 
of my great "sins," of my being ‘‘ very wicked," in this 
direction or that, believe them very slowly ; they will be 
very liable to be untrue. Wait for proofs before you cast 
me overboard, Let me place you somewhat on your guard, 
[f you hear that I keep a stock of obscene books and 
pictures on hand that I make a business of exhibiting 
to clergy men and other pious men when they ca'l on me, or 
that I carry such around with me, or have them at all, don’t 
believe it. If you hear that I visit houses of prostitution, 
and hire the inmates to exhibit themselves in a state of 
nudity before myself and others, do not believe it. It you 
hear that I hire harlots to go with me to a photograph 
gallery to have their pictures taken when divested of every 
article of clothing, do not believe it. If you hear that I am 
laying traps and schemes to catch some poor unsuspecting 
persons, and enable me to get them into serious trouble, and 
throw them into prison, do not believe it. 

If you hear that I am an advocate of falsehood, that I say 
I approve of lying, and show great pleasure because a man 
I do not like is thrown into prison, do not believe it. If 
you hear that I am advertising a combinstion of vaseline 
and salicylic acid for the prevention of conception, and that 
I keep the article for sale, do not believe it. If you hear 
that I wished to start an abortion shop, or wanted to estab- 
lish any one else in that business, do not believe ite If you 
hear that I am fond of hunting up the private letters 
of those I feel envious towards, or jealous of, that I may 
publish them to the world with lies and gross slander added 
to the, do not believe it. If you hear that I have a stolen 
maillist in my possession, and that I.useit for directing 
papers containing slander and lies, to the names of persons 
upon it, for the express purpose of deeply injuring the party 
from whom the list was stolen, do not believe it. It you 
‘hear that I have been dishonest with any one, and have 
tried to Wrong them out of a dollar, do not believe it, If 
you hear that in a sly, underhanded sort of way I am trying 
to make others believe that some certain person has said or 
done something he ought not to, aud that I have my sus- 
picions that he is not quite so pure and cultured as he ought 

(Continued on. page 280.) ms 


078 The Trth Becker, Map 1, 1880. 


ere a ge A T T Ó———— 
a ie e e E 


our higher nature, it must be said, in justice to the 
narrative, that this mighty test was the king lodging 
by turn one night with each maiden. If you do not 
believe it, read for yourselves in the book. "Twelve 
months each were these virgins purified (shameful!), 
and then they were fit for the godly test. Please 
read chapter ii, verses 12, 13, 14, 15: “In the even- 
ing she went, and in the morning she returned." 
Then did she not spend the night with the king ? 
Read again : *She came in unto the king no more 
unless the king delighted in her.” Delighted in 
her! 

As this trial was going on four years, minus one 
year for purification, the king during that time must 
have slept with three times 395 virgins (besides his 
numerous concubines), amounting to 1,095. maidens, 
ninety-five more. than composed the wisest man's 
seraglio; and all these before Miss Esther's turn 
came, who, luckily, “ obtained favor in his sight.” 

Oh, my, what a case for Comstock! Gracious 
goodness, what keeps the anti-promiscuists from 
squirming out of their skins! Heavens, earth, and 
hell, why don't the clergy-prohibiting Oneida Com- 
munists get up a remonstrance in an indignation 
meeting in Syracuse, or some other “cuse,” and strike 
the Almighty dead for thus committing his sacred 
book to the practices of that deluded, odious, 
wicked people ! ] 

Keep still. Hold on, friends, we cannot help it ; 
itis there. Who would think it? Right in their 
own book too! Not in “ Cupid's Yokes;" and God 
wrote the Bible; Heywood the “Jokes.” Mercy on 
us, what shall we do? Men imprisoned for selling 
the latter, and disfranchised to-day for not believing 
the former, and two centuries ago beheaded. How 
is that for consistency ? 

The record is silent as to the disposal of the 1,000 
rejected virgins—virgins no longer. What became 
of them? Were they relegated to the seraglio to 
swell the concubinage list of the king who had 
“humbled them?" Were they apportioned. out 
among Ahasuerus’s servants, who had been so lavish 
of their advice? or distributed among the body- 
guard? Perhaps they were returned to their fond 


Communications. 


The Godly Women of the Bible.—Continued. 
BY AN UNGODLY WOMAN OF THE 19TH CENTURY, 


ADDITIONS AND COMMENTS BY THE UNGODLY WOMAN. 


Here we have, in close proximity, the career of an 
ungodly and a godly woman—Queen Vashti and 
Queen Esther. Vashti, being averse to subjecting 
herself to the lascivious gaze of inebriated courtiers, 
dares to thwart her husband’s authority, and for this 
heinous offense is deposed, and her disobedience not 
only made a warning to all wives in the empire at 
the time, but through all future generations down to 
this very hour; while intriguing Esther is consid- 
ered a pattern woman—a godly saint of the first 
water! The delicacy, discretion, firmness, and per- 
severance of Vashti are without a parallel, and 
worthy of all praise. She preferred the disgrace of 
a divorce, the retirement to private life, with all its 
deprivations and hardships, rather than the debauch- 
eries of a licentious court, where she was compelled 

. to. submit to indignities at which her sensitive 
nature revolted, ungodly woman that she was! But 
Esther—she could endure all this ribaldry and far 
more, for we find her an artful schemer, a cruel, 
ferocious, bloodthirsty monster, a selfish, unwom- 
anly participator and promoter of the damnable 
plots of her cunning old uncle and her weak, imbe- 
cile lord and master, King Ahasuerus, better known 
in history by the name of Darius Hystaspes. Not 
one trait of feminine character did she possess. .So 
great was her selfishness that she would not arouse 
herself to serve her own people until her personal 
safety demanded it, for old Mordecai was obliged to 
taunt her with her elevation and indifference to the 
fate of the Jews, and alarm her with her own 
danger in these words before she would budge an 
inch for his sake or her nation's sake: “Think not 
with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king’s 
house more than all the Jews.” 

Nevertheless she did the job under this threat, 
her godliness consisting in self-preservation first, her 
uncle second, and her people third. By stratagem, 
as you have read, she succeeded in reversing the 
king’s decree, causing him to hang Haman instead 
of Mordecai, and to put to death his own subjects 
instead of the rebellious Jews. 

Yes, she was a godly woman. She was on the 
supposed side of the wrathful god of Israel, insti- 
gating the death of nearly 100,000 innocent victims, 
for “the Jews smote all their enemies with the 
Stroke of the sword, and slaughter, and destruction, 
and did what they would unto those that hated 
them.” 

As shown through this entire series, whenever any 
one fought for God and his Israel they were godly 
and rewarded, while, if opposed to the Jews, and 
warriors in seli-defense, and to prevent invasion, 
they were wicked and punished. Poor Jezebel and 
Athabah, therefore, for slaughtering one or more 
persons not according to the will of the Lord, were 
most infamously wicked, while other heroines, 
including our Esther, are very godly women: Mur- 
der is murder, and if wrong in itself we cannot see 
the difference, except in the “my” and “thy” 
theory. 

But we must now call your attention to one fact 
that Mr. Griggs has failed to notice, possibly on 
account of its vulgarity and utter profanation of 
woman's chastity, as professedly held by the Chris- 
tians of to-day. He passed it over in silence; not 
so us. It is our business to bring to view the hiddea 
beauties of this remarkable book in the interest of 
woman; therefore we trust we shall be pardoned by 
our refined readers for unearthing this scandalous 
transaction. We do this for the benefit of such who 
not only admire and love the beautiful Jewess queen 
for her amiability and goodness, and who extol her 
as a pattern woman for all coming time, but also for 
the edification of those who hate and persecute as 
heretics all who do not indorse a book in which 1s 
recorded such damnable outrages as God’s infallible 
word and only revelation. 

The reader is earnestly requested, in this connec- 
tion, to refer to chapter second in the book of 
Esther. He will there find that the kings, wise 
men, princes, lords, and chamberlains, who were so 
fearful that their wives would “not give to their 
husbands honor” and that they should be held in 
“too much contempt and wrath " if Vashti was not 
made an example of, advised the king to seek all the 
young virgins in his realm from which he might 
select one to be queen instead of Vashti. Now how 
was this to be done? "What was the meritorious 


to have attempted concealing them frointhe king’s 
embassadors. Possibly they were put into foreign 
markets and sold into perpetual slavery. 

When the Byzantine emperors chose a wife for 
themselves or their sons in a similar manner from 
the daughters of their subjects, they did not pass 
them through such a humiliating test, but simply 
inspected them from their thrones, as a general 
would review an army. It is left for Bible, and 
Bible alone, to cook up these delicious dishes of 


premium, for it exceeds all others in that line. 

Contrast, again, the godly, virtuous, pure-minded 
Esther—the last of the one thousand virgins whom 
the king tested ere he found the one in whom he 
“delighted in her”—with the ungodly, modest, sen- 
sitive Vashti, who shrunk from being presented by 
such a lustful glutton of a husband in a bacchanalian 
revel to his equally debauched courtiers. What 
must have been the character of Esther, to have 
accepted and submitted to such a husband? Who 
wonders that Vashti revolted—twenty-four centuries 
ago? She is the first strong-minded woman on 
record. All honor to her memory! And yet Chris- 
tianity dishonors Vashti and exalts Esther. 

O Bible, Bible, how hast thou disgraced woman 
and taught her, by such examples, to remain sub- 
missive under the tyranny of besotted, lascivious 
man; yea, even her own husband! Woman, why 
cling to such a book ? Why name your little daug- 
ter Esther, for the vile Jewess, instead of Vashti, 
for the grand Persian queen? O woman, why will 
you defend Christianity and indorse the shameful 
outrages and unpardonable degradations forced 
upon your sex by the examples in that infamous 
book? Little children taught from its hellish pages 
in Sunday-schools throughout all Christendom to 
admire, revere, and pattern after these lewd men 
and women! . 

Then, again, how infamous, traitorous, and trea- 
sonable for Ahasuerus to put Haman and his owa 
subjects to death at. the request of this godly for- 
eign interloper, to please and satisfy her cunning 
old uncle, Mordecai, instead of her, him, and their 
kindred, as declared in his royal edict. It shows 
how weak, impolitic, and unjust a man or monarch 
become when in the hands of one of these unseru- 
pulous Delilahs. What.a holy inducement is this 
success, and commendation for woman to de- 
ceive and lie that she may be thus promoted and 
canonized ? .If flirting to gain a husband is not 
encouraged and recommended directly in God's 


mothers, to whom it would have been instant death | p 


Comstock anti-obscenity. We will award it the|P 


book, stratagem, deception, chicanery, lying, and 
murder are commended, applauded, and rewarded. 
Thus is woman taught in God's word the art of 
seductively sensualizing monarchs and other men, in 
order to raise herself to a throne aud gain the pas- 
sional admiration of man, instead of seeking 
modestly to win his superior, mental approbation 
through intellectual culture, refined aspirations, 
moral goodness, and true feminine love and devo- 
tion. The former won a king and a crown, without: 


test on which this royal choice was to be made? 
We shallsee. Was intellectual vigor and culture ; 
beauties of heart and mind ; feminine gentleness 
and seusibility; domestic and conjugal love, or even 
graces of person and exernal accomplishments, the 
requisite in this most important selection? No, 
nou even eternal beauty. would stand the trial. 
Sensualism—the lowest type of animalism—was the 
criterion of judgment by which King Ahasuerus 
selected his bride-queen. As revolting as it is to 


. the newest magszine, is the best. 


which possession one thousand beautiful marriage- 
able maidens were left desolate rejected prostitutes. 


The whole tenor of the Bible delegates woman . 


man’s subordinate, her first duty submission to his 
every ‘dictation, her heaven-appointed mission to 
bear him numerous offspring, her highest ambition 
to force her passional attraction upon him “by hook 
or crook” that she may mother a “ man-child,” her 
lowest degradation, barrenness aud consequent 
childlesaness ; in short, to be man’s inferior in all 
respects and merge and lose her individuality in bis; 
She is reckoned among the cattle, and “ humbled 

as Woman by-and among men, as best suits their 
every whim and fancy. ] ; 

Preach not to us that the Bible places a high esti- 
mate on woman’s honor; the facts are precisely the 
reverse. She is the sacrifice all the way” through, 
and we wil argue that question in debate, either 
orally or in print, with any and all the divines in the 
land, with no fears of a successful refutation. 

Come on, gentlemen, let us see if your Bible, your 
Bible-God, and Bible-female characters will stand 
the test. We are more than ready for the contest. 
Let us see whether your book in a court of debate 
will be proved any less obscene than was that other 
in a “court of justice,” so openly condemned ! 

Come on, women, wives, mothers, sisters, daugh- 
ters, and even little children, and defend your chaste 
book and these so-called godly women, and see if we 
do not find that they all suffer in comparison, even 
as does the godly queen Esther with Vashti, the 
despised, deposed, and anathematized, who would 
not participate in a lewd, drunken carousal, bat like 
a true wife and a good, rational temperance woman, 
dared disobey her intoxicated lord when he ordered 
her to unsex herself before his besotted, debauched 
companions. 

Come, then, one and all, let us exercise the com- 
mon sense in this matter that we.do upon other sub- 


jects, and another century will behold this obscene, 


blasphemeus, cruel, revengeful, bloody, irrational, 
unscientific old book banished from the world and 
its destructive examples ignored, instead of such 
exhibitions as “the Cantata of Queen Esther? re- 
eated shamelessly throughout the 
breadth of the land, shocking the refined sensibili- 
ties of thoughtful, cultivated people when they 


reflect on the moral of the play, as they behold “the | 


holy men of God ” personating the arrogant, crafty, 
treacherous, lying, bloodthirsty old Jew Mordecai 
rigged out in the paraphernalia of an Eastern court, 
while Madam Man-of-God considers herself high- 
ly honored, supremely blest, adorably beautiful, aud 
angelically lovely in representing the infamous Queen 
Esther, a character too despicable for language to 
ortray. 

And this play from the Bible—God is its author ; 
the church, the theater; the hero and etar-actor, the 
minister of the gospel; the star-heroine not a frail 
figurante from a Bowery variety show, but the 
lovely, pure, godly consort of the respectable Rev, 


D.D.; the performance for God's benefit in the inter- 


ests of his only true church, that by its sacred influ- 
ence sinners may be converted from falsehood, lewd- 
ness, drunkenness, and all other immoralities, come 
to Jesus, be washed white in the blood of the Lamb, 
enter the kingdom through the eftivacy of the moral 
effects of this exhibition of a Christian lie, viz., the 
immaculate Cantata of Queen Esther. 

———— —— "-99— ————— — 


A. J. Oliver. 


To TOE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav just 
learned that my friend an correspondent, A. J. Oliver, of 
Jasper, Hamilton county, Fla,; has been appointed on the 
Executive Committee of the National Liberal League. I am 
certain he is the right man in the right place, and you will 
not regret placing him there. He has been one of the few 
who has worked quietly and earnestly for Liberalism when 
there were few to aid or encourage him, and now I trust he 
will be able t» do a better work than ever and effect an 
organization of the Liberal forces throughout the state. We 
can each individually do a little toward educating people 
out of wrong into right, but we are powerless to move such 
great bodies as churches and states unless we band together 
en some common ground; and the Platform of the National 
Liberal League is the very thing. It is one that all can stand 
upon, and none save a blind bigot or a complete ignoramus 
could object to it. Will all our friends in the ‘‘sweet land 
of flowers," the “ bright, emerald peninsula of the sunny 
South,” fair Florida, report their names to Mr. Oliver and 
State the prospects of the Liberal cause in their respective 
localities and their plaus for the progress Of the great and 
good work? Be sure that you each inclose a few stamps 
also, a8 writing is an expensive luxury, although it is such 
a dear and precious privilege. Respectfully, 

Snowville, Va., Evcmina D. SLENKER. 
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TEE Californian for May keeps up its reputation. This, 
To our mind, it is more 
readable than the Eastern monthlies, and is lower in price. 
For è leisure Sunday or an idle evening, the Californian ig 
the prince of companions. Next month we are promised a 
poem by Joaquin Miler. Any one wanting a magazine 
which brings with it the breezy freshness of the Pacific, so 


; refreshing after the heavy swells from the Atlantic, should 
| send to A. Roman & Co. for acopy. $3.00 a year; 25 cents 


Single copies. 
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_ of the city were entertained by the hospitable churchman. 


` ton’s heart and made him one of the most welcome guests 


Ella Clifton.—A Story. 


BY AL. D. LEECH. 

In one of the populous cities of the Mississippi Valley 
there lived, not many years. ago, a wealthy and influential 
citizen named Calvin Clifton. He-had amassed considera- 
ble money through the channel of speculation, Known to 
be strictly worthy, he was honored and respected by all 
who knew him. : 
His family consisted of himself, his loving wife, and 
three children—two daughters and one son. 
The home was happiness itself. The youngest daughter, 
Ella, was blind from birth; but her father had made every 
effort to make his home happy and the life of hia blind 
daughter pleasant. Music and painting were the father’s 
delight, and the beautiful in art was cultivated by his fam- 
ily. : 
Mr. Clifton was an orthodox member in good standing 
in the Presbyterian branch of the church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ on earth. His home was open to every one of his 
faith; and many of the ministers who adorned the pulpits 


In an evil day there came a young reverend—Anthony 
Dixon, handsome, brilliant, talented, & great favorite of the 
gentler and confiding sex, and unmarried. -His musical 
talent, his love for works of art, endeared him to Mr. Clif- 


at the Clifton mansion. 

Mr, Dixon was much in the company of Ella. He 
seemed to take an unusual amount of interest in ber. He 
often spent hours, in conversation with her—talking upon 
those holy truths he was paid to preach, In perfect confi- 
dence, trusting, and loving, poor Ella would turn her sight- 
less eyes toward heaven and return thanks for such a dear 
and trusted friend. His easy and charming conversation 
made a great impression on her mind, and she drank in the 
truth of his belief aad rapidly learned the lesson of love. 


Months roll on. One morning the péople of that particu- 
lar church were startled by the information that the dearly 
beloved pastor had in the night-time folded. together his 
extra Clothes and quietly stolen away. When the informa- 
tion was brought to Ella she swooned away, and for a time 
resisted all efforts of restoration. When she: was again able 
to control herself, she told her grief.stricken mother of her 
condition; how, through many promises and holy reasoning, 
he had induced her to believe that it was not wrong to in- 
dulge in the sweet ecstasy of holy love. - Under his teach- 
ing and influence ghe had been ruined and was soon to be a 
mother. ` 

Mr. Clifton was greatly angered at his daughter. He had 
lived & life of rigid discipline. He could bear no fault, not 
even İn his most dearly beloved daughter. Even when the 
love of parent should be stronger than ever, it was withheld. 

He declared that she must leave his house, never to return; 
never to cross the threshold; never to look into his eyes, or 
call him father. The mother, in all the tender, mother- 
love, tried in vain to soften the father's heart, but he only 
said: ‘‘She has disgraced the family in the eyes of the 
church. She must go. I'llhear no opposition." She went 
to liv with her aunt at a distance, 

Her aunt was not troubled with very much religion—as 
religion is known—she didn't know anything about salva- 
tion by blood or the redemption, but she believed in the 
religion of humanity, looked over the faults of others, and 
did all the good she could in thé world; comforted the 
distressed, aided the needy, smoothed the pillows of the 
sick, spoke a word of cheer to the drooping, and was thé 
friend of every one. l E 

Mr. Calvín Clifton, true to the memory óf the murderer 
after whom he was named, when he had driven his daugh- 
ter from her home, erased her name from the record in the 
Jew-book, and forbade any members of the family commu- 
nicating with her in any way or of receiving her letters. 

Her babe was born—an infant son. She, though sorrow- 
ful, had something to liv for. For her child she would 
spend her life; to make him one of nature’s true noblemen 
was her desire and aim. He should be her life, her light, 
her joy. , 

Two years hav passed away. Her little Charles is now a 
prattling, dimpled child. his mother’s constant joy. Her 
joy was almost complete. An occasional thought of her 
old home would cause a cloud to pass over the otherwise 
serene course of her life. Though blind yet she was 
intensely happy when her little child was with her. Such 
is the mother’s love for her darlings. l 

The month of June is now at, hand. Nature is in her 
lovliest state. The wild flowers are the sweetest, and the 
song of birds the gayest. 

One morning to the aunt's came a gentleman, looking for 
some quiet place to spend the months of summer. He was 


worn out with over-work, and wanted the cool woods, the | 


green treés, and the sweet influence of nature to make him 
strong again. 

A room in the humble cottage was assigned him.. He 
was a lover of the grand and beautiful, and ere he had long 
rambled through the moss-covered aisles of natures’ grand- 
est temples the color came back to his cheeks, and the 
strength Donald Templeton so longed for gradually came to 
him. The woods were a perfect paradise to him, and he 
would sooner walk beneath the shadow of the monarchs of 
the forest than stand in the shadow of the great white 
throne, To him the songs of happy birds were sweeter far 
than songs of angels. The wind sighing through the trees 
preached more eloquently than the most eminent divine. 
Between rambles he spent his time in the company of Ella, 
for whom he felt a great interest. 
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Donald's father was an eminent oculist; to him he 
applied, and after an examination an operation was decided 
upon, and Ella Clifton for the first time saw the glorious 
light of day. Her dear child now became dearer than ever 
before.: Everything was changed. This beautiful world 
had been hidden from her, but now in all its beauty and 
grandeur it was laid before her. 

Donald returned again in the autumn to claim Ella as his 
bride. He had prepared a house for her where he believed 
he might make her happy. The ceremony was very brief 
and performed by a justice, without any of the mummeries 
of ecclesiasticism. Neither of tem chose to aid at all a re- 
ligion they did not believe in. 

Eila's first desire was to see her mother, sister, and broth- 
er. The distance was short from where Donald had settled, 
and one beautiful day they entered the city of Ella's 
girlhood days, ` . 

Mr. Clifton, by an unlucky: investment, had lost all his 
property, and the trouble resulting from his losses eventu- 
ally drove him to a sick bed, from whence he never moved. 
At his death, true to Presbyterianism, he would not. forgive 
or kind)y remember his unfortunate Ella. 

The mother had long mourned her daughter as dead, and 
was overjoyed to meet her again; that she had been allowed 
to see the light of day, and the good husband in whose love 
she was secure, was to the mother a gleam of joy. 

The chosen guide who had been the cause of Ella’s 
trouble was afterward found dead, a revolver in his hand ; 
had become tired of life and had ended it in his own style. 


Could you now lookin on Ella’s home, after a period of 
six years, you would find her the happiest wife in existence. 
All who know her love her for her many fine qualities and 
womanly charms. : i 

Donald is known far and wide.as an uncompromising 
enemy of tyranny and bigotry, and hater of hypocrisy and 
the friend of the downtrodden and oppressed. 

Possibly there is some good in religion, but surely where 
such individuals 4s many of the preachers are, are allowed 
to trespass the society of virtue in the loving, confiding, and 
trusting girl, there can be little love or. real religion in it, 
Better do away with the Bible, which contains a sanction 
for so many Crimes, and take instead the grand book of 
nature. Let reason rule, and superstition will fall into 
insignificance. Cease to support with your presence or 
money the superstition of the past, and the preacher's occu- 
pation is gone. Instead of bowing to an imaginary being 
somewhere in the skies, love your fellow-men. Humanity 
is grander than God and all his angels, and has more claims 
upon us than heaven. The ills of earth are more hell than 
ever existed in the bottomless pit, so try to make life pleas- 
ant to those around you and let the future take care of 
itself. E s 
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Jesus Christ. 


the Banner of Light, under the date of April 3d, call, or 
rather an exhortation, by Bro. Newton for all his fellow- 
Spiritualists to come to Jesus or the Christ, and that whether 
we regard him as divine or human, or both divine and 
human, one day in the year should be observed in memory 
of Jesus and the poor. Iam not one of those he speaks of 
as having caused him pain by the aversion, not to say ani- 
mosity, at everything that bears the name of Jesus the 
Christ, but I sincerely wish for information. I hav little 
learning, hav never written communications for publication, 
and doubtless my grammar and composition will be full of 
faults ; but I will try to make myself understood. 

^ "Who is this Jesus or the Christ ? and why does he put the 
Christ in large type? Is the Jesus he speaks of he whose 
history we find written in the New Testament, and is the 
Christ one and the same person, or are the two combined, 
that which makes one-third of the Christian’s Godhead ? 
Does he mean bim who was begotten by the shadow of a 
Holy Ghost, and whose advent into the world was announced 
by a band of angels, which appeared to. the Jewish shep- 
herds while watching their flocks at night, singing the song, 
**Glory to God in the highest, peace on earth, good will to 
men, for a savior is born," but whose birth, instead of 
bringing peace and good will, was the cause of the murder 
of all the children in Bethlehem and all the coasts thereof, 
from two years old and under, according to the time that 
Herod had inquired of the wise men ? 

I think to hav rightly carried out the programme of peace 
and good will ‘as announced, the good angels, on their 
return to heaven, should hav taken Herod with them, or put 
him somewhere out of the way, where he could not hav so 
soon and so Cruelly nullified their proclamation. If this is 
the person whose advent and teachings, including the poor, 
he wishes to celebrate once a year, I, as one of his fellow- 
Spiritualists, beg to decline. I supposed that Spiritualists 
generally had got beyond ghostly conceptions, as well as 
God and human hybrids, teachers of eternal damnation, 
doctrines of devils, and a bottomless pit. 

How nice it would be to celebrate the miracle of turning 
water into wine, or of cursing the fig-tree, or of running 
the hogs over the bank into the sea, by transferring the 
devils from the man to the pigs! Does he believe these 
things ? Has hea little daughter? If so, let him take her 
on his knee, open the New Testament, and read: “ Ye gene- 
ration of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hel] ?” 
* come not to send peace, but a sword, for I come to set a 
son against his father and the daughter against her mother, 
and a man’s foes shall be they of his own household ;" “If 


| brothers, and sisters, he cannot be my disciple ;" ‘‘ Whoso. 


ever believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; whoever be- 
lieveth not shall be damned;" ‘‘ They shall be cast into outer 
| darkness ; there shall be weeping and wailing and gnashing 


of teeth; "Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlastina 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I see in 


any man hate not his father and mother, his children, his 
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[] 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels;" “And in hel! 
he lifted up his eyes, being in torment.” 

After having read the above quotations, let him say to his 
little child that the author of these, the gentle Nazarine, 
stretches out his hand saying, ‘Suffer little children to 
come unto me, and ferbid them not, for of such is the king- 
dom of heaven.” ; 

Would she go? I rather think not. 

-If we do celebrate next Christmas, shall we take the chil- 
dren? But perhaps this is not the Jesus that he means; if 
80, let him define his man. Let him place his ''heroic'* 
clearly before us, for if we do celebrate we do not wish to 
go it blind. We once blindly celebrated the body and the 
blood in the Christian church every three months for ten 
long years, until at last we stumbled into the broad road, - 
and I do not propose to celebrate any more until I know 
what Iam about. Perhaps it is the Jesus that materialized 
himself, and stood behind J. M. Peebles during a lecture 
that he gave at Terre Haute, Ind., and who, by various 
signs, manifested his apprabation of the discourse. 

Good Lord! How pleasant it is to be indorsed by the 
heavenly aristocracy; and how reepectable to hav such good ` 
company! Ibelieve Bro. Peebles is an advocate of the pre- 
existence philosophy and transmigration of souls, and as 
there appears to be such an affinity between him and the 
gentle Nazarine, might it not be possible that he pre-existed 
more than eighteen hundred years ago ? and possibly might 
hav lived in Jerusalem ; and who knows but that he might 
hav been the beloved Apostle John, assisting at the last stip- 
per, and after going through the boiling oil sailed te Patmos, 
and there wrote the Apocalypse, which is about as grand and 
sensible as some of his writings of the present time ? aa 

Bro. Newton also says that we ought to gratefully-recog- 
nize the benign power that givs us rain from -heaven and 
fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with gladness. Will he - 
tell us, if he understands the workings of that benign power, 
how it is that it withheld the rain and fruitfulneas from Ire- 
land this last season, and left her.to starve ? Sometimes a 
portion of our country gets a shower of grasshoppers that 
destroy the fruitage as well as the gladness of the heart, 
Sometimes an earthquake destroys lots of fruit. Can he 
tell the rule or law by which the benign powér works? He 
speaks of the noble ethical precepts and profound spiritual 
teachings which are put into the mouth of the Nazarine and 
his disciples. I sincerely wish that he had quoted some of 
them, so that I might hav known what particular ones he 
might hav meant. They hav been taught for thousands of 
years, and yet Chistendom is ahout as bad and undeveloped, 
in a religious point of view, and as low in their forms of 
worship, as the veriest heathen on earth. When the heathen 
mother stands upon the bank of her sacred river, and, under 
a sense of duty and the force of her religious teachings, 
drowns her child, she hopes to obtain favor and mercy from 
her god by the murder and sacrifice. 

Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of 
sins. This is a Christian precept and practice. They plead 
the murder of Jesus to obtain favor and pardon from their 
God. Pray, what is the difference between the two? As 
fo what he means by the revivification of Jesus, and of the 
resurrection in one’s soul, and of others of the inner Christ, 
I confess I am wholly at a loss to understand, without he 
refers to an orthodox anxious-seat conversion—the totally- 
depraved man put out and the new man, Christ Jesus, put 
in by the blood. 

With respect, hoping to hear from Bro. Newton again on 
this important subject, I remain Truly yours, I. ALLEN. 

Lockport, N. Y., April 6, 1880. 

— eo 


Liberal Labor in Iowa. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In common 
With others I hav been laboring hard to disseminate the 
principles of Liberalism in this part of the world, and hav, 
also in common with others, been pained much by the inac- 
tivity and lukewarm spirit manifested by the so-called 
Liberals in many places. 

For nearly a year I hav kept the banner of Liberal 
thought unfurled in Clinton in the face of tremendous odds, 
and I propose to continue the meetings during the summer 
and make still greater efforts to spread the light among the 
people of this vicinity. 

I will also answer calls to speak and to organize Leagues 
in different parts of the state if the friends will bestir them- 
selves and write me what they can do toward the work in 
their respective towns. . 

There never was greater need than now of earnest, per- 
sistent, heroic effort in the cause of truth. Bigotry and 
superstition hav sharpened the sword anew, and renewed 
exertions should be put forth to recruit the army of liberty- 
lovers. 

The Bennett reception meeting should be the means of 
arousing again the old Revolutionary ardor for ‘‘ Common 
Sense " and the “ Rights of Man.” We prepose to keep the 
thought aflame here on the 2d. Liberals who wish my 


services will please address me at Clinton, Iowa. 
Yours for truth and liberty, Mrs. H. S. LAKE. 
April 19, 1880. 


———— <2 4 9——————— 
Phelps vs. Pool. 


. A six-night discussion has been arranged to take place at 
Osage Mission, Kansas, between O. A. Phelps and Rev. C. 
W. Pool, of the Christian church, commencing May 20th. 
First Proposition—'' Christianity is entirely of human ori- 
gin." Phelps affirms three nights. Second Proposition— 
“ Christianity is of divine origin.” Pool affirms three 
nights. 


ae he 

Tux Boston Investigator begins its fiftieth volume with a 
new typographical dress, which improves its appearance: 
yery much, although it was always neat. It is as interesting. 
as ever, and We hope it will celebrate its centennial in due: 
time. 
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(Continued from page 277.) 
to be, don’t believe it. If you hear that I am using the arts 
of the hypocrite to make myself appear more pure, more 
holy, more righteous than I am, don't believe it. No, my 
friends, don't believe any of these things upon the mere 


“gay so” of anybody, for they will all be false, and from the 


fountain-head of falsehood, malice, and corruption. Wait 
till you have proofs before you believe any such rumors. 
But if, on the other hand, you should chance to hear that 

I am earnest in opposing myths, shams, and falsehoods, 
4, ugh made sacred in the name of religion, and though a 
th. . priesthood (to obtain their bread and butter, fine 
salario. ^ 4d much honor) may insist they are true, you 
Clothes, a  :. f you hear that I am willing to be in a 
may belleve x. — . the unpopul;t side, in order to be where 
minority, to be Oon 4 may believe it. If you hear that I 
I think truth is, yo. "ds or deyi Or for those who by 
have little respect forg. — i51... "^ ‘a into paying them 
talki £hten peop, paying 
alking about them try toh.” .. al&o show great 
a certain amount of money ever, ? 2^ 929. hear that I 
deference to them, you may believe iv. It yo, get along 
teach there is a better way for men and Wonen 5», ‘a and 
through life than to throw their reasoning powers: aslu. 40 
pay some black-coated, white-cravatted gentleman to u 


}, eit thinking for them, you may believe it, If you hear}, 


I would like to see the human race, especially the men 
‘omen of this country, enjoying a- greater améunt ef 
*reedom, having better and more correct information, | 
~ informed, and far less in bondage to old fables, 
: ‘erstitions, you may believe it, If you hear 
' to maintain my principles, that I will 
"int what I believe to be the truth, 
all her set may frown upon me, 
"yict me, and though prison 
^ me, you may believe it. 
highest employment a 


that 


anu 
Mental ~. 
being bette. 
myths, ahd sup. 
that L am resolve. 
think and speak aid p.. 
though Mrs. Grundy afte . 
and though courts may 66. 
doors may again open to féG85. 
J£ you hear that Tregard it a$ B®. = >08e errors though 
human being can be engaged ìn, to M ^ they are ven- 
they are popular, to oppose falsehoods thomas. =. they be 


' i Ware thous. 
, to combat hypocrites and eR to bë 
iin and that I think it commendable to be will, 


j at I 
a martyr for truth, you may believe 3t x gents bo Za 
wish ill to no human being, that I have a cea 
wrong to none; that I am resolved. to’ spen peers snis 
of my lite, ag every man and womat ovet “a ree T 
forming good works and in doing all the ud de oai 
C ate T EM oM ae reach you, for 

believe these T yo 

dirae true, and I shall v» to the extent of my ability, to 


+ in you I shall find val- 
keep them true. Aud I believe pans xe Yu co-operate with 


uable assistants, men and women Wn. = -ntion we can ac- 
me, and that by our all pulling in one dire. ~A steadily 
complish much good; that we can gradually m... -to 
point out the errors that men and women are clasping - 
their bosoms, the enemies they are hugging close to their 
hearts, and that we can succeed in showing many of them 
the great and glorious truths they can far better embrace in 
their place. 


I learn that my friends in New York are making arrange- 
ments to give me a hearty welcome upon my return, and I 
asstire you I am looking forwafd to that occasion with 
lively anticipations of pleasure. I think very mich of my 
friends, and it is a source of much joy that they hold me in 
good esteem. I shall be most happy to take them by the 
band and look into their pleasant faces, to hear their voices, 
and to know I have their best wishes, their confidence, and 
love. I shall assuredly strive to be worthy of their contin- 
ued approbation and to strengthen the bonds of friendship 
binding us together. 

I shall be most glad to meet my affectionate, true, and de- 
voted wife, and be with her again in our humble but happy 
home. I am fully convinced that my imprisonment, together 
with her loneliness, has been quite as severe upon her as upon 
myself. I hope my enemies will now be satisfied with the 
great discomfort they have brought upon both of us, and 
be willing that we peacefully pass the remainder of our 
days in each other's society and in trying to make each other 
happy. , 

I shall be glad to once more occupy THE TRUTH SEEKER 
office, to look personally after the little business I have 
atruggled to build up, to receive letters from friends, and to 
be able to write to friends when I please; to receive 
friends when they call upon me, and that without the 
assistance of a keeper or overseer. I will be glad to be able 
to go about the city when I choose ; to walk in the parks 
when I choose, to enjoy nature's lovely breezes and glorious 
sunshine when I please ; to call upon friends when I have 
the desire to do 80, to attend lectures when I wish; and to 
even go to the theatre should such a notion occasionally 

seize me. All this will be very agreeable, and decidedly a 
change from anything I have enjoyed for nearly a year, It 
is not improbable that I may be very shy of locks for some 
time to come. Perhaps I may have a fear of locks and 
bolts for the remainder of my life, lest by some unfortunate 

_ turn they might close upon me and again make mea pris- 
oner. I will be very glad to keep out from under lock and 
key, and on the outside of bars and bolts the remaining 
years I have to live. 


t 
l 


I have not done very much reading since I have been in 
prison, My writing has occupied me so closely that I have 
had but little time for reading, but I have lately read with 

very much interest my friend William McDonnell's beauti- 
ful story, ‘‘ Family Creeds.” I notice it differs; somewhat 
from his two previous stories ‘‘ Exeter Hall” and “The 
Heathens of the Heath,” in that it has less of anti-theologi- 
cal argument and statistics in mass, and what there are of 


them are 80 interwoven in the story 88 to be very pleasant 


a ET 


art». 


| Hood! dáy&--3nu 
peculiar charim is ta. 

Ambrose snd lis AFO.. 
feelings of our mature are. 
Story, and no person, whetites , 
without benefit. 
minds for many years fo come:. 


Harvey L. Eads’ book, consisting of twenty-eight ». 
letters, and criticisms on the subject of Shaker theology n. 
doctrines I have been interesied in the book, not so much} Av. 
because I am specially fond of theological sermons and dis- į erratic, ov... 
cussions, but because some forty years ago I saw Elder Eads | the God he revero. . 
when he was a young man, and myself still younger, and | supervision even, of sucu 
because the doctrines he enunciates are the doctrines I once ; gives his theories and beliefs in a v. , 
believed. Shaker theology is of a peculiar variety, and 
quite unlike that of the orthodox churches. In several re- 
spects it is an improvement, Shakers do not accept the 
doctrine of the divinity of Jesus any further than all good 
persons are divine. They deny the doctrines of the Trinity 
and God being personal. 
a personal big devil, the eternal antagonist of God ; but 
hold rather that evil is a perversion of good, that it is 


m 


that vw. 
when he ap, 
Christ made his a. 
Ann Lee, something ov.. 


regard sexual intercourse as impute, debasing, 


the only way to be true followers of Jesus and to win the 
acceptance of God. They regard nature as depraved, and 
think she must be opposed and subdued by every individual | 
before he can be truly pure and happy. In fact, the great 
virtue of their lives consists in fighting nature, and in tri- 
umphing over it, 
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in a way that keeps the interest of the reader fully awak- 
ened. The object of the book is to show the baneful influ- 
ence of religious creeds and the consequent antagonisms 
and fierce hatred which grow out of them. One in read- 
ing it comes inevitably to the conclusion that too much 
religion does not make mankind happier, and that '* love of 
man" is better than a ''love of gods," and that to make 
our fellow-beings happy is far better than trying to im- 
prove the condition or to increase the happiness of the 
gods. The story is written with great care; as a literary 
production it deservedly takes very high rank. The object 
of it is most excellent, and well would it be could every 
candid inquiring mind give it a perusal. It is well calcu- 
lated for those who are just beginning to give freedom to 
their thoughts on religious matters, to those who have some 
inclination to listen to truths though uttered to the injury 
of long-cherished errors, It is a flne book for young 
beginners in free and independent thought, and for doing 
missionary work. Those who wish to hand a book to a 
friend or acquaintance to give them something to think 
about on religious subjects cannot make a better selection. 
The interest of the story will induce thousands to read it who 
would not peruse a dry philosophical, argumentative 
"olemic or a long theological treatise. There are many 
“-tic and beautiful descriptions and word paintings in the 
The. visit of John to Rome, the renewal of his 
ʻa with Jane—the loved companion of his child- 
‘ her father are extremely well executed. A 
-rown over it. The part about Father 
ws is very touching. The better 
awakened through the entire 
` young or old, can read it 
^ular work with Liberal 
Js must be a por. 


story, —. 
acquaiatan.. 


; ""terest Elder 
I have also been perusing with not a little 1. -armons, 
d 


They also deny the existence of 


disorder, and a misapplication of that which in itself is 
good. Their distinguishing points of belief are that God 
iq dual, containing equally the male and female elements ; 
“ne father element of Deity was represented by Jesus. 
-neared on earth, and the mother element when 
^^ond appearance in the person of Mother 
-or one hundred years ago. They 
^hrist must lead a virgin life, 


hold that the true disciples oru.. ‘ generation. They 
and live in the re-generation aid How. ` and sppored 
“or Ann 


o the pure spiritual element which Ohrist aid Mou... 
ived in. Consequently they are celibates, believing tBav 


Herein I think they are wroug. Nature 


Me. " 
just (0 ao. - 
haggling about v. 
; As soon as he learned thy, 
brother and spoke thus: 


morphoses it fearfully. With him Adam and Eve were not 
the first man and woman on earth, but the first in some 
special dispensation or mode of life. The sun and moon 
which Joshua commanded to stand still were not the orbs 
of light usually supposed, but the two armies of Gentiles or 
Canaanites, one on Gibesh, the other in the valley of Aja- 
lon, whom Joshua found he had no use for. All the hard 
and impossible stories in the Bible he regards as metaphor- 
ical, and gets over them in a way similar to the above., In 
the same way Baron Munchausen’s tales, those about Gul- 
liver, and those rich stories in the Arabian Nights might be 
regarded as metaphor and be explained in some ingenious 
manner. To me these seem like evasions and subterfuges. 
The Bible stories were evidently written to be understood as 
they are understood—not a book of riddles, puzzles, and 
metaphors, which requires a key to explain it, or aprofound 
magician to interpret it, and this shrewd second thought, 
this patent mode of explanation, will not'save its utter ridic- 
ulousness. 7 l 
The Elder devotes one sermon in replying to Ingersoll's 
** Mistakes of Moses," and it does notstrike me as one of his 
best efforts. He does not satisfactorily refute one of Inger- 
soll’s positions, but endeavors to set them aside on the - 
ground that Ingersoll is a “ natural man,” and therefore 
* receiveth not the things of the spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; neither can he know them because they 
are spiritually discerned.” (The Elder’s text is from 1 Cor. 
ii, 14.) In my opinion it requires a man to be very spirit- 
ual, nearly insane, or,partial!'y demented to understand some 
parts of the scriptures and make good sense of them. If we 
are to have scriptures which we must believe, it is a pity 
they could not be such that a natural man can understand 
without becoming spiritualized. Great fondness for the 
Bible is the principal fault I have to find with the Elder’s 
book ; it has altogether too much Bible in it to suit me, and 
attaches far too much importance to that unauthorized, un- 
reliable, and untruthful Jewish and Christian collection. 
7*^ attaches far too much consequence to such anonymous, 
*^^lete compositions; He ought not to s0 dishonor 
^" a8 to charge upon him the authorship, or 
^ a literary production. But he 
~ery understandable way, 


Shaker creed is 
and those who wish to know what the .. +h Union, 


should send one dollar to Elder H. L, Hads, Sou. v. 
Ky. (author) or to Elder G. A. Lomas, Shakers, N, >. 
(publisher), and order a copy of the Elder’s hook, which will 
be sent promptly by mail. : 


My friends, I thonght I would perhaps have the space to 
tell you something about my third dream, but I have spun 
my letter out to such length that I cannot, Suffice it to say 
I dreamed again that Mercury came to see me, and that, as 
usual, he had à great deal to say of interviews he bad had 
with Jahveh, Jesus, and Lucifer. I asked him if he had 
collected hie little bill against Jahveh. He smiled and said 
he had, at last, but that he would not have got it had it not 
been for Lucifer. He (Mercury) had called for the third 
time upon Jahveh for the amount, and rather pressed his 
claim, but Jahveh repeated the old story about no value 
received, hard times, dull business, ete., but finally made 
what he considered a very magnanimous offer to settle the 
account if Mercury would discount it twenty-five per cent, 

"^ury refused to do this, thinking it would be far more 

'? twenty-five-or fifty per cent. Jahveh was 

"^ matter when Lucifer luckily came in, 
` ~ status of the case he turned to his 


; : “aa gone far 
“ Now, Jah, this contemptible littleness um „ : 


is the highest power and the best power I know anything 
about, and it seems to me almost sacrilegious to denounce 
her, and say she is inherently wrong. If God is half female 
there is certainly nothing wrong in the female element, and 
if the other half of God is male, the male element ought also 
to be accepted as right and proper. 
nature the male and female equally abounds, 


enough. You hired my friend! Mercury here to do certs 
work for you, and promised to pay him and to do what is 
right. He performed his work faithfully, but because your 
speculation did not turn out to your mind you want to crawl 
out of your agreement, and make him throw off a part of 
his just claim. Itis simply shameful. I told him I would! 
pay it if you did not, and I will now if you do not at once 
do so; and 1f I do I will immediately foreclose one of those 


We can see that in 
It seems 


wrong, then, to hate or toattempt to crush either the male or 
female element, or to asperse nature because it is male and 
female, 
organization of man, and is probably the grandest part of 
our being. Jt is what makes the sexes especially attractive 
to each other, and is the source of our highest happiness. 
Were it possible for our race to beall of one sex, how greatly 
inferior would existence be than with the two sexes. 
we live for each other, to plesse each other, and to make 


out them neither sex could possess the charmsthey now do, 
neither could be perfect. 
consists in opposing nature, or living in violation of her 
plainest dictates, but in being reasonable men and women, 
in seeking to benefit each other, and to make each other as 
happy as possible, avoiding all excesses and improprieties. 
Abuses are not conducive to happiness, and these should be 
ignored, including sexual intercourse, eating, drinking, etc. 


ness, health, and a long life, and these should be studied. 


ees 


Sexuality is eminently proper and essential in the 


Now 


each other happy. The sexual functions are certainly not 
to be despised, not to be hated, not to be crucified. With- 


I cannot think the highest life 


Temperance, order, and regularity are conducive to happi- 


It is not a good argument to say, because animals of low 
orders exercise the sexual function, that therefore intel- 
lectus] men should not. It might with equal propriety be 
claimed because animals eat, drink, breathe, and sleep, 
therefore men should not eat, drink, breathe, and sleep. 
If men and women live up to the highest inculcations of 
nature, avoiding all excesses and extravagances, they will 
be good enongh beings for this world, far better, in my 
estimation, than monks and nuns, who do violence to 
nature’s highest and purest instincts, and render themselves | 
mere bl&uks and ciphers in existence. 

Elder Eads handles his subjects quite skilfully, hut as he 


are very | prison life and to amuse me somewhat for the time being. 


mortgages which. I hold against you, now long overdue. 
8o you can take your choice, only I ask you to make up 
your mind very quickly.” l 


Jahveh was in a bad humor, and bluried out: ‘Why, I 


meant to pay it when I got ready, or at least to pay a part 
of it. 
is one of your old tricks; you have always been doing it. 
But I will pay this account, of course, as you insist upon 
it." 


Your putting your nose into my business in this way 


And when he paid it, and got the receipted bill in hig 


hands, he again said: “Ro much for that TRUTH SEEKER 
man and the work he has been writing in prison about us 
gods. I wanted to crush it and him, too, but failed. I 
wish now I had not undertaken it. 


I repent of what T did, 
as I have done many times before." T 
‘Well, perhaps you will learn,” replied Luch, ** by thé 


mistakes you make, to let men alone when they é¥¢ abouts 
right, and when you do ‘pitch in’ be sure vou have thé 


right on your side, One who has acted the part of a god so 
long as you have should learn more discretion. But you are 
not alone in your impotent enmity toward that man, Others, . 
too, have tried to ‘crush’ him, but not with marked success. 
You might all as well let him alone. But one thing, Jah, 
do remember, to keep your word and fulfil your agree- 
ments.” 

Dear friends, I can give you no more of the dream now. 
I have already detained you too long. If I ever tell you 
the rest of it, it must be at some other time.. í want to 
thank you for wading through the long letters I have bored 
you with since I have been in prison. I should not have 
been so seyere upon you had I been at home. But what 


I have written has served to relieve the monotony of 


aii a ee 
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simply a letter writer (for which occupation, perhaps, 
may be said to have shown a fondness and possibly a weak. 
ness). If I have been too familiar or playful, I trust you 
will not hold it against me. When I get home again I will 


IJA Card to the Friends of the Liberal League 


Movement. 
A few weeks since I requested thr. ugh Tag TRUTH SEEK 


write you oftener, but wil not bore you with so much at} ER and Investigator the Liberals of the United States who 


once, not be so peraonal, nor talk so much about myself; 
perhaps, also, I shall try to assume a little more dignity. I 
hope I shall be able to do nearly the right thing. 

Once more let me thank you and express the wish that 
we may al! live happily, still many years, enjoying good 
health and the approval of good consciences, and that opr 
unjust enemies may not be able to unduly triumph over us, 

Very truly your friend, D. M, BENNETT, 


——————9—————— 
The Reception. 


We hope none of the friends will forget the Reception to 
be given Mr, Bennett on Sunday evening, May 2d, at Chick- 
ering Hall Several friends from a distance are already in 
the city to attend, and we trust many more will come. All 
friends of free speech, irrespective of sect or party, are 
cordially invited to be present to protest against the injury 
done to the freedom of the press in the cruel imprisonment 
of Mr. Bennett. Hon. Elizur Wright, who will also address 
the meeting, will preside, Among the speakers are T. B, 
Wakeman, Rev. J. M. L. Babcock, General J, M. Roberts; 
editor Mind and Matter; Dr. R. C. Flower, Moses Hull, 
Lucy N, Colman, Amelia Colby, Jamez McClellan, Prof, 
Toohey, E. H. Heywood, Henry Appleton. Mr, Bennett 
Will speak. There will be music on the grand organ at 
half-past seven. A quartette will sing a song of welcome, 
composed by our esteemed friend, Jennie Butler Brown ; 


original music by E. A. Booth, a popular. young composer, in 


The entertainment will continue from eight o'clock to 
eleven, or thereabouts. Admission will be free, Let every- 
body come and bring their families, ; 
The Committee gratefully acknowledge the following ad- 
ditional donations to the Reception Fund: 
J. B. Verity (Nat. Def. Ass'n. of Boston)... $27.25 
X. D. Slenker.............. i ; 


Wm. Fraey............... Pavol ae PTUS ee in iu 
J. R. Trumpy............. oe i ege ses .. 9.00 
Sarah M. Smith......... Mene era vadens 1.00 
Mrs. Alice Knapp. ............usuuueuelluuu. 2.00 
G. Froygang.......... 0... cece ceeeee cue eee 2.00 
John Engstrom...... CREARE Ed ire e. . $100 
A. Van Deusen.......... Seve ule ies. 10,00 
D. R. Burt...... Sap ae ad enses 5,00 
W. 8. Root... ce. eee cee eecesecseee se 9,00 
` T -seue of Rapids City, Iowa, through - 
Libera ac, Gate 2a tatoos at s Seen sce 2 00 
Matia L. Foliew... through §, 
Liberal League of Saranac, Mion., > 5 00 
W. Orawford.....cecececeese nach an T 
Liberal League of Utah, through Walter 1 
Walker......a eee co tee enn scc 508 
A, Semmendinger........... esses e. 100 
D. R. Sparks........:. aca etus bed ee. 2.00 
C. B. Stirling........... eae diet EA es. 126 
H, 8. Shuman....cc. ccc ceeeeeeee eee esee, 1,00 
Dr. Louis Knoor. ................ EE . 1.00 


“ Maark's MONTHLY” is the name of a new journalistic 
enterprise at Springfield, Ill. Its motto is, ‘‘ For the free 
expression of Freethought.” It is a wide-awake, live little 
sheet, and its editor and proprietor, J. K. Magie, is a driv- 
ing man. It is anti-usury, and, judging from its tone when 
speaking of the outrage perpetrated on Mr. Bennett, anti- 
church. Price, 50 cents a year. 


A Song of Welcome. 


A lively song of welcome will be sung at the Reception on 
Sunday evening, The words are by Jennie Butler Brown, 
of New Haven, and the original music is the composition 


of Edwin A. Booth. 
— —— —————— 


A Letter from Charles Bradlaugh, M. P. 

In response to an invitation tendered to Mr. Charles | 
Bradlaugh, editor of the National Reformer, to be present at 
the Bennett Reception, the Committee hav reteived the | 


Lucia Loxpox, N. W., April 14, 1880. 
THERON C. LELAND, Esq., Dear Sir: I hav this morning ' 
received your favor of the 3ist with inclosures, which I 
duly forward to Mr. Conway and Mrs. Besant, | 

As our Parliament, to which I hav just been elected, 
meets on the 29th of April, it is simply impossible that I can 
accept the invitation that you send me. 

I trust that Mr. Bennett's imprisonment may be the last 
of its kind in America. The question isnot one of approval 
or disapproval of the particular pamphlet for selling which 
Mr, Bennett was convicted. It is that all Freethinkers | 
throughout the world are bound to enter their firmest pro- 
test against the endeavor to prevent freedom of discussion 
on social questions by the misapplication of statutes intend- 
ed to prevent the circulation of objectionable literature, but 
which ought never to be allowed to apply to the publication 
of views which, however extreme or wrongful, ought not, 
by any stretch of malice, be included under the word 
“ obscene.” D f 

If the Hon. Elizur Wright should be your president, as I 
trust he may, please say how cordially I agree with the 
stand he has taken in thig matter. 

Yours very sincerely, 
CHARLES DBADLAUGH, 
— oe —_—__ 


Tue city is full of dodgers” advertising the Bennett 
Reception, and the po:kets of the Liberals are full of 


tickets, which they shed. in the stages and horse cars, 


were interested in the National Liberal League movement 
to contribute something to aid me in my work as Chairman 
of the Executive Committee of the National Liberal League, 

Out of the thousands of persons who should be interested 
in this movement fifteen hav responded; and aa I am so situ- 
ated that I cannot work for nothing, I am compelled to say 
that if there is not a more generous response to that request 
before the first day of June I shall resiga and ask the Board 


of Directors of the National Liberal League to fill my place’ 


with some one who is able to work for nothing, or one who 
will do his work so well that the friends of the Liberal 
League movement will each be willing to contribute a small 
sum to aid him. 

Allow me to sincerely thank the fifteen friends who hav 
generously responded to my request. All sums contributed 
will be acknowledged in THE TRUTE SERKER and Investi- 
gator the ist of June. H. L. GaxzN, 

Ch, Ex. Com. N. L. L. 

Salamanca, N. Y., April 21, 1880, 

[We are pained at this announcement by Bro, Green, and 
most deeply deplore the cause which has made such a step 
necessary, Still we cannotjsee just reason to ceusure him 
for taking it. He kas labored long and faithfully, and has 
dene work which, perhaps, no other man in his place could 
bav performed, Let the response be such as will justity 
him in revoking this decision, —Ep. T. 8] 


—— e MÀ 
THE Reception Committee hav been hard at Work, hold- 
& two meetings per week, in arranging for the Chickering 
Hall welcome to Mr. Bennett, 


rect Apa aS, 


From J. S. Verity. 


Mr. RYAN, Dear Sir: I shall try and be with you on the 
29th. I want to see our brave and noble martyr, D. M, Ben- 
nett Iregard his imprisonment as a great crime against 
the freedom of speech. If we are not allowed to speak and 
circulate our thoughts we are the veriest slaves on earth. I 
look upon Mr. Bennett's imprisonment by the tools of the 
orthodox church as an acknowledgement that they cannot 
refute his principles by reason and argument, and like all 
tyrants hav to use the prison and torture, But we must 
remember the lines of our poet, that 

Truth, oruBhed to earth, shall rise again; 
The eternal years of God are hers, 
While error, wounded, writhes in pain, 
And dies amidst her worghipers. . 

Iam the Treasurer of the Auxiliary Defense Association 
in Boston, and we have $27.20 I am going to send on Friday 
to your Treasurer, Mr. H. B. Brown, to help pay your ex- 
penses, Please tell Mr. Brown to say to me when he 
receives i > -0 L, AR 

Cambridgeport Hast, April 12, 1880. 


"Yo the Liberals of Obie. 


I should like to hav the nái amd address of oné ative 
and courageous Liberal, in sympathy with the aims and 
objects of the National Liberal League, and desirous of 
assisting the Sub Committee for this state in the estáblish- 
ment and multiplication of local auxiliaries, from each of 
the following cities and towns: 

Akron, Bellaire, Canton, Chillicothe, Columbus, Dayton, 
Hamilton, Mansfield, Newark, Piqua, Portsmouth, .Ban- 
dusky, Springfield, Steubenville, Tiffin, Wooster, Xenia, 
Youngstown, Zanesville, Alliance, Ashland, Ashtabula, 
Athens, Barnesville, Bellefontaine, Bellevue, Borea, Bridge- 
port, Bryan, Bucyrus, Cadiz, Cambridge, Canal, Dover, 
Chardon, Circleville, Clyde, Columbiana, Coshocton, Crest- 
line, Defiance, Delaware, Delphos, Eaton, East Liverpool, 
Elyria, Findlay, Fostoria, Fremont, Galion, Gallipolis, 
Greenville, Hillsboro, Ironton, Jackson; Jefferson, Kenton, 
Lancaster, Leetonia, Lima, London, Loudonville, Marietta, 
Marion, Martin’s Ferry, Marysville, Massillon, Miamisburg, 
Middleport, Middletown, Millersburg, Monroeville, Mount 
Vernon, Napoleon, Nevada, New Lisbon, New London, 
Niles, Norwalk, Oberlin, Orrville, Painesville, Perrysburg, 
Pomeroy, Ripley, Shelby, Sidney, Troy, Unhricksville, 
Upper Sandusky, Urbana, Van Wert, Wapakoneta, Wash- 
ington, Wellington, Wellaville, Wilmington, and others. 

There is no reason why Ohio should not be as well repre- 
sented in the number of her auxiliary Liberal Leagues as 
New York, Kansas, or Michigan. Come friends, send in 
your names, and let us be up and doing! 

Fraternally yours, Cras, J. HERBOLD, 

Cincinnati, O. Ch, Ohio State Com, N. L. L. 


—— tá €. 


From the Liberal League of Utah. 


H. B. Brown, Esq., Dear Sir: Not being situated ‘so 
that we could hav a representative at the Reception to be 
given D. M. Bennett, atthe expiration of his most unjust and 
cruel term of imprisonment, and yet wishing to do our 
mite toward defraying the expenses of the Reception, and 
by ao doing enter our protest in a tangible form against the 
usurpation of power, attempted through the person of 
D. M. Bennett against Freethought and equal rights, we in- 
close five dollars in the name of the Liberal League of 
Utah, the same being appropriated by them for the purpose. 


| Before concluding we wish to say that we asa League wish to 


join with you in wishing our hero-friend, D. M. Bennett, 
and his affectionate partner in life, a long, happy, and 
prosperous life, and Tue TRUTH SEEKER a booming suc- 
case, Signed on behalf of the League of Utah, 

WALTER WALKER, Sec. Hecton W. HaienT, Pres, 


Farmington, Utah, April 20, 1880. 
, aa DC 


‘| tened to the speaker. 
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| How Christianity Rules and Ruins in Penn- 
sylvania. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TnvurH SEzxrn Sir: Ortho- 
doxy has scored another ‘‘splendid victory," and Free- 
thought has suffered defeat, The followers of the ‘meek 
and lowly” hav once more triumphed, and the Infidel 
has been notified that he must understand that he has no 
rights which they are, in honor, bound to respect. The 
lawsuits growing out of the occupancy of the town hall for 
a lecture by B. F. Underwood hav just been concluded, 
and the jury hav calmly weighed the matter and solemnly 
agreed that the outrage committed was worth $125; and so 
they say we must pay $125 damages and all costs, In order 
that this case may be fully understood, I will giv your read- 
ers & brief statement of the facts as shown at the trial. 


Some time in January, 1879, a committee was sent to the 
president of the school board to rent the town hall for two 
lectures by B. F. Underwood. They secured a contract for 
the hall for two nights from the president of the school 
board, who assured them that he had a full authority to 
make such contracts. The Suoday preceding the lectures 
the clergy of the town denounced them in the strongest lan- 
guage, and warned their respective congregations against 
attending such places, stigmatizing the man Underwood as 
an ‘‘emissary of Satan, and in league with hell,” and called 
upon the citizens to put a stop to the lectures, if possible. 
This had the effect desired. The members of the school 
board knew that the hall had been secured in the regular 
manner from their president, but they were persuaded (by 
the clergy, no doubt) that as they had not individually given 
their consent they could easily repuaiate and violate the 
action of their agent, and thus put a stop to those *‘ most 
infamous” lectures. Acting upon this advice a meeting of 
the board was called, and met on Tuesday at noon, the day 
of the first lecture, and passed a resolution “that notwith- 
standing the action of the president of the board the hall 
be refused for the Underwood lectures." The president of 
the school board thereupon informed them that their action 
in the matter was null and void, and that he, having made 
the contract,'would see that it was fulfilled. Accordingly 
he gave an order to the committee to take possession of the 
hall, which was done by some one entering the basement 
through an open window and forcing a double door opem 
with his elbow, the entire damage not exceeding five cents. 

Having quietly and peaceably secured possession of the 
hall, and findíng the lecture would likely be given in spite 
of the effort of the Pharisees to prevent it, a few of the 
most active clergymen, with their deluded henchmen, made 
an effort to have the meeting broken up by & mob which 
had gathered about the building to see the fun. This effort, 
like their first, did not succeed. Notwithstanding everything 
was done that the devilish ingenuity of bigoted Christiana 
could devise to interfere with and disturb the meeting, it 
passed off quietly, to the evident satisfaction of all who lis- 
Feeling chagrined at their failure to 
stop the lecture, and maddened at the impertinence of any 
one daring to oppose them, these pious gentry gave the 
order that Mr, Underwood, Mr. Bowser, and myself should 
be arrested, fined, and imprisoned if possible, for presum- 
ing to burlesque their holy religion, and it was done in- 
stanter. Bail was furnished for our appearance at court, 
and the case has finally been disposed of, with above 
results. Ihave been credibly informed that the panel of 
jurymen were selected especially with reference to this case, 
and they were composed of as orthodox and bigoted a lot 
of men as Í ever saw at any one time, proving that the work 
had been well planned, 


Upon the trial we proved our contract, and also that the 
president of the school board had the right to make the 
contract, but this availed nothing, as it was evident to the 
most casual observer, when the judge commenced to 
charge the jury, that our case had been decided beforehand, 
and that the trial was a mere formality. The judge in hia 
charge informed the jury that ‘‘Christianity was a part of 
the common law of Pennsylvania, and that if they believed 
the lectures of Underwood were for the purpose of holding 
up to ridicule the holy Bible and the Christian religion, 
they were Clearly illegal and immoral in their tendency, 

and therefore the school direttors were justifiable in 
refusing to be bound by the act of their president in grant- 
ing the use of the hall for ‘immoral purposes," Tais 
settled the matter, and the only question was that of 
damages. It was thought that as there was really no actual 
damage, the jury would find for the plaintiff twenty-five 
cents, but this was a mistake. The jury understood what 
was required, and did their work promptly, as if to impress 
us with the enormity of our guilt, and heavy damages were 
asked and given, for the '' grave offense ” of giving a Free- 
thought lecture in opposition to the behest of the priests 
and Pharisees of the town, The damages ($125) and costs 
will amount to about $500, This case ought to be appealed 
to a higher court, a8 the verdict isa most unjust one and 
would certainly be reversed. 

Wishing the martyr-hero (D. M, Bennett) a grand and 
glorious reception upon his release from the prison walls, 
and that his imprisonment for opinion’s sake may be the last 
in the history of this paren I remain, 

Yours truly, 

Irwin Station, Pa., April 24, 1880. 


———— 9 r 


Wm. CROOKSTON, 


Many of Mr. Bennett'a friends will meet him at the prison, 
door when the clang of the big lock announces the moment 
of his release, and many others will meet him at the Union 
Depot when the locomotive whirls in with the train bearing 
the martyr editor. 

———— — a 


REMEMBER the second of May. Make it historie} g 
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The Arnth Seeker, Klap 1, 1880. 


Convention of Spiritualists and Liberalists. 


The fourteenth annual meeting of the Michigan State As- 
sociation of Spiritualists and Liberalists was held at Battle 
Creek, Mich , commencing on Wednesday afternoon, March 
24'h. The Convention was called to order by the Presi- 
dent, Dr. A. B. Spinney, who made a few remarks, briefly 
stating the object of the Association, and that steps had 
recently been taken towards legally organizing the Associa- 
tion under a special act of the Legislature passed last spring. 
The Secretary read the financial report of the Society, also 
the articles of association, after which the President read 
the new Constitution and the bill under which it had been 
framed. 

Considerable discussion followed. 8$ B. McCracken 
spoke at some length regarding the proposed change He 
was in favor of the legal organization, but doubted the 
legality of the proceedings thus far. 
he considered defects in the new Constitution and articles 
of association, and thought it necessary to proceed with 


great care. R ; 
He was followed by Hon. 8. C. Coffenbury, of Constan- 
tine. He favored the move, but advised care and strict 


adherence to the most extreme techuicalities of the law. 
Let us be sure we are right. Daniel Earle, of Plainwell, 
indorsed the sentiments of Hon. Coffenbury, and advised 
time and careful consideration of these incipient steps. He 
was followed by B. F, Stamm, of Detroit ; 8. A Thomas, 
of Sturgis; Charles A. Andrews, of Flushing, and others. 
The matter was finally referred to the Committee on Organ- 
ization, which consisted of the following-named persons : 
Chairman. J. H. Burnham, Saginaw City; Hon. S. C. Cof- 
fenbury, Constantine ; Daniel Earle, PJainwell ; Mra. L. A. 
Pearsall, Disco; Mrs. A. B. Spinney, Detroit. 

8. B, McCracken offered an amendment to article sixth 
of the Constitution, whereby the Convention instead of the 
Executive Board might limit the number of votes that per- 
sons living in any one place may be allowed to cast, thereby 
giving power to the Association instead of the Executive 
Board. The amendment was objected to by Messrs. Coffen- 
bury, Stamm, Thomas, and others. Hon, Coffenbury moved 
to strike out that clause altogether. The President thought 
it an important clause, The motion to strike out was made 
but lost. S B. McCracken offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : : 

Resolved, That the subject of legal organization be made the 
special order for to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Other matters came up before the meeting, S. B. 
McCracken introduced the Rational Appeal, & paper he has 
just started In Detroit; the second number just published. 

Augustus Day, of Detroit, was announced as having on 
sale & large assortment of books, Spiritual, Liberal, and 
scientific works, and wonld also act as agent for the- Banner 
o IPS of Boston; and B. F. Stamm, of Detroit, represented 

ind and Matter, of Philadelphia. The Secretary expressed 
her willingness to act as agent and receive subscriptions for 
any paper not represented until such times as their agents or 
representatives should appear. i 

Marvin Babcock, of St. Johns, was introduced, and in a 
pleasing manner called attention to his books, *' Bupersti- 
tion; the Religion of Believe or Be Damned," retail price 25 
cents, and ** The Reason Why I am not a Christian," price 
10 cents, and donated fifty copies of each to be sold for the 
benefit of the Association. On motion of Dr. J. V. Spencer 
a vote of thanks was tendered Mr. Babcock for his gener- 
ous gift, 8, D. Moore, of Adrian, announced that he was 
there to act as agent and take subscriptions for Taz TRUTA 
SEEKER, of New York, By previous arrangement, Dr, A. 
B. Spinney was to address the Convention in the evening, 
but he proposed to omit the address and devote the evening 
to important business matters wbich were to come before 
the Convention, but on motion it was decided that Dr. 
Spinney occupy the evening, and the Convention adjourned 
till 7 o'clock, 

Wednesday evening session.— Convention called to order 
by the President. Sing by C H. Dunning, of Marcellus. 
Dr. Spinney prefaced his remarks by saying should he speak 
of individuals it was not that he had any personal or ill 
feelings against such persons, but when individuals occupy 
publie positions they become public property. He went 
on to say that there was a desire on the part of at least two- 
thirds of the Association to dissolve the union between tue 
Spiritualists and Liberalists of this state, but he very much 
doubted that the Association did desire such action. He 
had written to a!l the speakers and most prominent persons 
throughout the state, and all had replied not favoring the 
change. He then read a letter requesting the dissolution, 
and a correspondence between himself and the writer of 
said letter which proved the letter to hav come from a per- 
son who had never been a member of the Association, 
never given an hour's time or a dollar for the benefit of said 
Association, An open letter from Giles B. Stebbins was 
read favoring a division, also several from different parties 
expressing opinions regarding the udion of Spiritualism and 
Liberalism, the majority strongly favoring the union. The 
union was brought about by a two-thirds vote, and now can 
we not as Spiri:ualists be liberal enough and open our 
hearts, make our platform broad and our rostrum free to 
admit all Liberalists, Freethinkers, and antichristians, and 
work together, not for the advancement of any pet theory 
of our own but for the common good, the good of human- 
ity. Mention was made of the missionary work done in 
this State during the past year, and it was claimed that this 
Association was as much a Liberal as a Spiritualist organi- 
zation ; and all Liberalists were invited to convene with us, 
as free discussion upon all points was desired, this Associa- 
tion advocating all principles advocated by the Liberal 
League. Mention was next made of the Mutual Benefit 
Association and how to make it a success, The Medium’s 
Medical Association was next spoken of, an association 
which was a necessity for the protection of our mediums, 
clairvoyants, and magnetic healers. Let us stand up for 
our rights and stand by our mediums and magnetic healers, 
and let the two associations work together hand in hand. 
Let us hav a free rostrum, aud one broad enough, where all 
can stand and speak their thoughts, where all earnest and 
honest souls can find & home, a place where Liberal hearts 
and souls can feel they can speak their thoughts and find 
sympathy and support. An earnest appeal to all interested 
in the progress of Bpiritualism, Liberalism, and Freethought 
to become & combined power closed with an appeal for 
harmony during the proceedings of the Convention. After 
a song by C. H. Dunning the Convention adjourned until 
9 o'clock Thursday moraing, i 

Thursday morning session.—Convention called to order 
by the President. Conference for one hour, occupied by 
the mediums’ short speeches. Mediums were present from 
all parts of the state. At ten o’clock, the hour for the spe- 
cial order, ‘‘The Subject of Legal Organization.” The 
report of Committee on Organization was first in order. 
Hon. 8. C. Coffenbury being chosen Chairman of said Com- 


JC ee T 


He pointed out what |: 


mittee, made & report embodying artieles of association for 
a new organization, and recommended its consideration for 
acceptance. Mr. McCracken moved that the report be ac- 
cepted. By a vote of the Convention the motion was car- 
ried. The articles of association were read and acted upon. 
The place of holding the regular annual business meeting 
was designated as Battle Creek, and the time for holding 
said meeting the Saturday on or immediately preceding the 
91st of March. Remarks relative to the organization were 
made by Messrs. McCracken, Coffenbury, Spinney, and 
others, after which Hon. Coffenbury offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted:. $ 


Resolved, That this Association do approve tbe Constitution 
of that body corporate and politie known as the Michigan State 
Association of Spiritualists and Liberalists as a wise and sufü- 
cient organic law for this Association if adopted by it. 


Mr.. McCracken then offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That when the persons designated to effect the legal 
Organization of the Association shall hav effected the same, and 
shail hav taken such action as shall secure the rights of mem- 
bership of all members Of the Association in such legal organi- 
zation, the officers of this Association are hereby instructed to 
transfer to such legal organization the records, archives, prop- 
erties, and assets of this Association. 

The resolution was adopted. The officers of thia Associ- 
ation then signed and acknowledged the new articles of as- 
sociation of this organization before James N. Robinson, 
notary public, of. Battle Creek. Mr. McCracken offered a 
resolution: ; 

Resowed, That the further discussion of organic methods and 
of the various phases of Spiritualistic and Liberal organiza- 
tions be made the special order for to-morrow morning at ten 
o’clock, and that the election of officers be made the special 
order for to-morrow at two o'clock. à 5 


Adopted, 

The Committee on Mediums and Mediumship requested 
the mediums,to meet them in the anteroom, and during 
that meeting the audience was entertained by some amus- 
ing rematks by M Babcock, of St. Johns, who never fails 
to interest and please his hearers, &$, Bigelow, of Kalama- 
Zoo, formerly of Alliance, O., followed with some remarks 
on the good Spiritualism har dohe, and claimed it as the 
highest incentive to do right because it teaches us we must 
build our own heaven. Mrs. E. C. Woodruff, of South 
Haven, next spoke of the rapid strides made by Spiritual- 
ism and the good accomplished by it. J. H. Burnham, of 
Saginaw City, followed in his usual earnest and interesting 
manner with a strong appeal to all to liv and do right for 
tbe sake of the right, not for a promised reward offered in 


a life beyond. He thought we should hav a higher aspira- 


tion, A love of virtue, justice, and purity should be the 
incentive to do right, and not the hope of a heaven be- 
yond or the fear of eternal damnation. He closed by say-. 
ing he would prefer going to heli to being an inmate of 
heaven with a God who would say, ‘‘ Love and serve me or 
I will damn you.” His remarks were loudly applauded. 
8. A. Thomas, of Sturgis, asked permission to respond to 
the brother, which was granted. He made some very good 
remarks, but in no way pertaining too or controverting the 
ideas advanced by the speaker preceding him. W. M. 
Wooster, of Decatur, was the next speaker and spoke well; 
gave some good thoughts.. G. H Geer followed him, stat- 
ing that he was both a Spiritualist and Materialist. Mr. 
Babcock spoke next for three minutés at the request of the 
audience. Bishop A. Beals, the inspirational singer, having 
arrived, was introduced and sang a song, entitled. ** The 
Beautiful Hille." Attef which the meeting adjourned until 
two o'clock. 

Tnursday afternoon session.— Convention called to order 
by the President. Song by C. H. Dunning. Mrs. Mary C. 
Gale was the first speaker to address the Convention. She 
explained some of the objections to. Spiritualism, said its 
laws were not fully understood, great care should be 
exercised by mediums ‘that they attract a high order of 
influences around them, and not allow themselves to be 
controlled by undeveloped spirits. - Her remarks were very 
interesting. After a song by Mr. Beals, M. H. Wilison, of 
Indiana, was introduced. His discourse was very interest 
ing. His subject, " The Relative Power of Protestantism 
and Romanism," ‘‘ From what shall we reason but from 
what we know ?” Owing to indisposition he was unable to 
giv it entire, but the appreciation of the Convention was 
shown by the offering of the following resolution: 

Resolved. That Mr. Willson be requested to furnish a copy of 


his address to any of tue Spiritual or Liberal papers who mignt 
wish to publish it. . 


Adjourned until seven o'clock, P.M. 


Thursday evening session,Convention called to order 
by the President. Bession opened with a song by Mr. and 
Mrs. Gordon, of Battie Creek—'' The Beautiful Islands of 
Bometime." After which Mrs, L. A. Pearsall was intro- 
duced to address the audience. She dwelt largely upon the 
co-relation of Materialism and Spiritualism, and the neces- 
sity the freedom of humanity demands that Materialists 
and Bpiritualists work harmoniously together; we should 
not work so much for future life as to forget the present 
Let us hav a religion that can be lived in every-day life; 
liv to do good snd bless others. Humanity has much to 
accomplish. Her remarks are always of a highly practical 
Order, and listened to with the deepest interest, Bishop A. 
Beals sang the song, ‘‘ The Good Time Coming Oa.” J, 
P. Whiting was the next speaker. His controlling guides 
gave many encouraging Words for our future outlook, ** Tf 
we dare the right to do.” The exercises of the evening were 
closed by the reading of a Scotch poem by J. Madison 
Allyn, and a song by C. H, Dunning. 


Friday morning session.—Convention called to order by 
M. J. Mathews, of Detroit. Conference for one hour; short 
speeches by A. Chapman, of Sparta; Geo. H. Geer, Battle 
Creek ; Mrs. Sarah Graves, Grand Rapids; M. Babcock, 
of Bt. Johns; A. B. Sayles, Grand Rapids; W. M. Woos- 
ter, Decatur, and. Mrs. B, Slaigh; L. 8. Burdick presiding. 
Mr. M, J. Mathews, Detroit, made a few remarks. He 
requested all Christians to raise their hands. No hands 
were raised. He then offered the following resolution : 


WHEREAS, Diabelieving that any of the so-called Bibles are of 
divine origin. or contain the expressed or revealed will of any 
of the gods; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we will not giv any off the so-called Bibles 
places of prominence. 


The resolution was adopted by a large majority, though a 
few dissenting vuices were heard. After an intermission of 
fifteen minutes the meeting was again called to order by the 
President, and the veteran brother and Spiritualist, N. B. 
Starr, of Port Huron, greeted the friends, seeming more 
like a spirit than a denizen of earth. His mission among us 
was to introduce his pictures, ask the appreciative attention 
of the friends to his work, and present to the State Associa- 
tion a fine production of his mediumship, a piciure entit.ed 
“Bummer: Land,” for a small compensation, soliciting 
needed help. The matter was referred to the Committee on 


‘Mediums. The hour for the special order having arrived, 
Mr. McCracken submitted the following: 
: BATTLE OBREEK, MION., Mar. 26, "880. 

At a meeting of the corporators or persons associating 
themselves.in the first instance as the Michigan State Associa- 
tion of Spiritualists aod Libaralists, a corporation organ- 
ized on the twenty-fifth day ot March, in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and eighty, under the laws of the state of Michigan, there 
were vresent A. B. Spinney, Miss J. R Lane, Mrs, L, E. Bailey, 
L S. Burdick, and B. F. Stamm. It was, at said meeting, 

Resolved, Toat the articles of association of the Michigan 
State Association of Spiritualis:s and Liberalists—a voluntary 
association heretofora existing—be and-are hereby adop'ed as 
by-laws for the government of this Association; and that Com- 
mittees, Order of Business. ete., appointed and arranged for. 
the present meeting of said Association be continued and ear- 
ried out; and that the officers of said Association be continued 
as officers of this Association until thelr successors are elected 
atthe present meeting; and that all members of said Associa- 
tion be deemed members of this Association. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted, after which 
Mr. McCracken spoke at some length on the objects and 
aims of the State Association, explained his position in 
relation to the same, and insisted that we Closely abide by 
the articles of association. The law of our land would 
hold us responsible thus to act, and unless we adhere strictly 
to all legal technicalities, the law will shut down on us. 
Though this is an Association of Liberals as well as Spirit- 
ualists, this Association is not political in its aims and . 
should not become so, while the Liberal League movement 
s political in its aims, therefore the difference; and though 
one may not be a Spiritualist, we should not deny to them 
the right to act as Liberalists. Mr. McCracken was atten- 
tively listened to. The report of Committee on Mediums 
and Mediumship was then read, and some remarks made by 
Dr. Spinney led to a spirited discussion on genuine. medi- 
umship and the rights of mediums. Dr. S. A. Thomas said 
the resolution passed this morning on the Bible had driven 
people eut of the Convention, and another such step would 
drive him out. Mr. E. ©. Manchester indorsed Dr. 
Thomas’s remarks, and hoped the resolution would be 
reconsidered. Mr. Matthews moved to reconsider, and a 
motion followed to lay it on the table, which prevailed. 
Convention then adjourned until 2 o’clock. 

Friday afternoon session.—Convention called to order by 
the President. Song by Bishop Beals, ' Watching and 
Waiting for Me,” The audience was the largest assembled 
at any session of the Convention. The hour for the election 
of officers having arrived the President moved that the Com- 
mittee on Membership, consisting of Hon. J. H. White, Port 
Huron; A. A, Whitney, Battle Creek ; Mrs. L. E. Warner, 
Paw Paw, act as tellers. The election resulted as follows: 

Dr. A B. Spinney, Detroit, President, by a vote of 
ninety-six in a total of one hundred and eighteen. Miss 
J. R. Lane, Detroit, Secretary, by a vote of ninety-seven in 
a total of one hundred and thirteen. J. H. Waite, Port 
Huran, Director, by a vote of eighty-seven in a toial of one 
hundred and one. The Directors holding over are B. F, 
Stamm, of Detroit, for the term of two years; L. S. Bur- 
dick, Kalamaz»o, for one year. The President in a few 
words thanked the Association for its hearty co-operation 
and support, and after a song by Bishop Beals the Conven- 
tion adjourned until seven o'clock. `` 

Friday evening session.—The Convention was called to 
order by the President ; soug by the. Battle Creek Choir. 
Prof, E. H. Crane, of Colon, addressed the audience on 
“The Evidences of Man's Preadamite and Prehistoric 
Existence.” He showed deep research into ancient history, 
proving clearly from geology the faliacy of the Bible sta- 
tistics of the age of the world. He was listened to with 
intense interest. After a song by Bishop Beals, ‘ The Rain 
upon the Roof,” Mrs. H. Morse gave an interesting address, 
prefaced with a beautiful inspirational poem. Mrs, Morse 
made a strong appeal for the bailot for women. At the 
close of her address A. O. Askew, of Muskegon, introduced 
the subject.of Uncle Starr’s pictures, and proposed to raise 
by contribution a slight Compensation for the very fine pic- 
ture presented tothe Association. Mr. Askew generously con- 
tributed five dollars, and was followed by Dr. Spinney and 
Dr. George H. Geer five dollars each. Others coatributing, 
the sum of thirty-four dollars was raised. It was moved 
that a committee be appointed to wait upon Uncle Starr 
and convey the money to him that night, anda committee 
of three, consisting of A. O. Askew, Gorge H. Geer, and 
Mrs. G. H. Winslow, was appoinied. Convention adjourned 
to meet at the Opera House at 9 o'clock Saturday morning, 

Saturday morning session.—Convention called to order by 
the President. The report of the Camp Ground Committee 
was first in order. Hon. J. H, White, Port Huron, Cnair- 
man of Committee, reported as follows: Committee had 
decided to make an effort to purchase eighty acres of land 
owned by Mr. J. L. Foster, at Goguac Lake, for $16,000, 
this amount to be raised by subscription of stock sufficient 
to pay for the land in cash by March, 1880. Tne Commit- 
tee had further decided to make the capital stock of the 
camp ground enterprise $50,000, divided into shares of $25 
each, ten per cent of the stock taken to be paid when sub- 
scribed for, and liable to further assessment at the option of 
the Committee when money is needed either for purchase of 
land or for improving the same. The Committee had also 
secured the services of J. M. Potter, of Lansing, to get 
subscriptions of stock. Mr. White made some few remarks 
relative to the proposed camp ground at Goguac Lake, and 
called upon G, M. Potter, agent for the Committee, who 
made a report of the work already done. He said they had 
not met with the liberality they had expected. 'Tnere was 
subscribed $6,400 and some pledges that would swell the 
amount to about $8,000. Remarks were made by Dr. Spin- 
ney, A. A. Whitney, B. C. Coffenbury, 8. B. McCracken, 
and others, all favoring the Goguac Lake property, A 
meeting was appoint:d on Monday in the camp ground 
interest entirely. The interests of the Liberal League were 
next represented by 8. D. Moore, of Adrian. He spoke for 
thirty minutes, and closed by stating that he was present ag 
a representative of Tum TRUTH SEEKER, prepared to act 
as agent of the same. : 

After a song by Bishop A. Beals, Hon. S, €. Coffen- 
bury gave a very fine address, taking for his subject ‘‘ The 
Immortality of the Soul.” After his address, '* Uncle 
Starr” was waited upon by the Committee. He ascended 
the rostrum, his picture was brought forward, and the fee- 
ble old gentleman feelingly presented it to the Association. 
He saidit would probably be the last time he would ever 
appear among us, but presented this picture to the friends, 
and hoped it would be preserved as an evidence of spirit- 
power and & memento from him when he had passed to the 
“ beautiful beyond” represented in the picture. The Com- 
mittee offered the following resolution; 


Resolved, That we receive and duly appreciate the spirit 
painting, eniitied " Summer Land,” executed through the me- 
diumship of, and presented by Prof. N, B. Starr. as a token of 
friendship, and that we tender him our sincere thanks. 


The resolution was unanimously adopted. 
[CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK, | 
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Declaration of Independence, Continued. 
A CLERICAL CONVOCATION IN NORWICH, 


To THE Eprror or Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The 
devout disciples of Wesley are holding a grand religious 
** Believe Or-Be-Damned" Convention in this puritanical 
place, and the Rev. Rabbins, of the ‘* white-choker ” order, 
are gathered in solemn conclave by the hundreds. » a 

These professional pietists are quartered among the sister- 
hood, for whose spiritualwelfare they are proverbially solic- 
itous, and where, in turn, their temporal needs are kindly 
cared for. But heretical members of the family circle, 
especially at the table, hav become surfeited with an excess 
of sycophantic sanctity and ministerial mummery. 

While some of these self-seeking suppliants were calling 
down the’ Gods, fawning for celestial favors, and begging 
for a special seasoning of the viands with gustatory grace, 
a young man who had no faith in frivolous formalities, nor 
the fear of the Lord before his face, was busily munching 
the semi-blest food. But when their eyes were opened and 
the situation was comprehended, the withering look of pious 
indignation cast upon that young scapegrace was more 
expressive than words. ; 

Hard-working families, s'ruggling for a bare subsistence, 
are sometimes saddled with such salaried sycophants, and 
are thereby constrained to liv beyond their means, But our 
mercenary merchants state that in such cases the graceless 
grocer is obliged to stand in the gap. . 

An important object of this theological tribunal is sur- 
mised by shrewd sinners to be to concoct sacerdotal schemes 
for suppressing impious Infidels, and, through dogmatic 
devices, for more effectually feathering the pastoral nest by 
fieecing tbe faithful flock, : 

Four unfortunate Lovelaces were summoned to appear 
before this grand sanhedrim to answer for the gross indis- 
cretion of getting caught in some of their priestly pranks, 


or the illicit impersonation of the Holy Ghost in overshad.- 


owing experiments. Two of these victims of. venery, with 
due formality and a flourish of theological trumpets, hav 
been driven from the door of the tabernacle and sent forth 
into the world’s wilderness of woe as sacerdotal scapegoats. 
to bear the sins of the sanctum and serve to screen the 
brotherhood from suspicion. 

Poor, forlorn fellows! There is but one of three plans 
for them to pursue. They must repent, be reinstated in 
their lost estate, and resume their former functions regard 
less of the late unpleasantness; or they may continue the 


pernicious habits which hav been fostered under false relig- | 


ious doctrines and still cling :o the debasing dogmas which 
hav led them into ecclesiastical error by teaching that 
through faith. and the observance of certain religious rites, 
the immutable laws of the universe may be set aside and 
the stern sequence of sin avoided. Trusting in the efficacy 
of an ''eleventh-hour" repentance, they may decide to 
**enjoy the pleasures of sin fora season” and Continue a 
course of crime outside of the clerical craft. Otherwise, 
profiting by past experience, possibly they may unite with 
the world’s progressive people, press on to a true and noble 
manhood, and learn to prize virtue for its own intrinsic 
worth, instead of parading a gilded mask of piety for a 
superficial show. 

They will then learn the stern fact that each and every 
one must work out his own salvation regar less of priestly 
promises and hocus pocus plans. They will then know 
that it is only through earnest, personel effort that gross 
conditions can be overcome and their baneful effects eradi- 
cated from the sacred tablet of the heart. They will then 
no longer rely on a blind, superstitious belief, an illusive 
phantasm, which has impelled religious zealots to commit 
against their fellow-men all the heinous crimes of which it 
is possible to conceive. Nor will they longer trust an ignis 
fatuus faith, which has been supposed by its inconsiderate 
devotees to safely lead through the miry morass of total 
depravity—regardless of *' free filih"—directly to the pearly 
portala of paradise. 

The third subject of sacerdotal scandal escaped the theo- 
ogical toils and went on his way rejoicing. The fourth 
coolly informed his illustrious inquisitors that they need 
not trouble themselves regarding his case. It was also inti- 

: mated that. he had been hopefuily converted from ecclesi- 
astical error to a more creditable calling; that he had quit 
the glorious privileges of priestcraft and had become a 
devoted disciple of Esculapius, consequently he could no 
longer fraternize with his old creedal comrades. Neverthe- 
less, hereafter he proposed to earn an honest living in the 
M. D. profession as a reformed D.D.— doctor of physic 
instead of divinity. This self-righteous conclave gave itself 
a questionable compliment by gratuitously adding to his 
letter of withdrawal, ‘‘on account of immorality.” 

A futile effort was made to '' expiate ” the tarnished rep- 
utation of the church by their favorite ‘‘ blotting out” 
process of redemption, ¢. e., by expunging from the soiled 
pages of its theological ** book of life" the tell-tale evidence 
of iniquity, that its sins might be remembered no more. - 

Perhaps this grand Synod may come to the rescue of its 
spunky little Jewish God Javeh and his colored colleague, 
the Hon. Mumbo Jumbo, of Africa, in their vain effort to 
suppress truth by crushing out free investigation. Possibly 
it may take up the ** unfinished business" of the late celes- 
tial convention of the gods, as reported by secretary Mer- 
cury, and carry out the pious project which that august 
assemblage failed to accomplish. 

The ecclesiastical experts of this pastoral precinct seem 
to hav a stronger propensity to persecute and more power 
to suppress ''that man Bennett,” the impious truth 
seeker, who has had the audacity to expose the phantasies 
of the gods, or rather the frauds of their self-constituted 
constituents, than all the divine demons of creation com- 

bined. i 

It will be remembered that it was the pretentious scribes 


and Pharisees of this place who vilified D. M. Bennett, that 
brave victim of sacerdotal spite, and so wickedly maligned 
our honorable petitioners who sought his rescue from theo- 
legical toils. It was these professional pietists who, to 
their shame, concocted the nefarious ''counter petition” 
cabal, that conspiracy in the interest of the craft, for 
defeating justice and overawing Freethought ; that priestly 
plot for reclosing the prison portals whose iron doors were 
ajar to let an innocent Infidel go free. Hence, in the great 
struggle for theological supremacy and the subversion of 
free religion, in view of their temporary success in rebind- 
ing with chains of- clerical intolerance the liberty of a fear- 
less, outspoken. man, a dastardly act which has made their 
names odious to lovers of justice, and in commemoration of 
the godly zeal manifested in his persecution by local Tor- 
quemadas of bigotry, it is quite possible that this priest- 
ridden place may yet be consecrated as a modern ministerial 
Mecca for the pious pilgrimage of devout dominies. 
i ‘Byron BoABDMAN, 
Norwich, Conn., April 18, 1880. l 
—— 


Liberal League Notes. 


: Mr. WiruLram E. Scorr, of New York, has for the last 
ten days mailed me the New York daily Truth. I consider 
it the best daily paper published in this country, and every 
Liberal in the United States who can afford to should sub- 
scribe for it. I notice it is only four dollars a year. 


Bro. V, J. BoRRETTE, the representative on the Executive 
Committee for Nevada, a veteran Freethinker, writes that 
on account of his age he would like to hav some younger 
man appointed in his place. He thinks the Executive 
Committee man should be a resident of Carson City or Vir- 
ginia City. Mr. Borrette writes, ‘‘We ought now to hav 
at least thirty or forty auxiliary Leagues in this state, aad 


-I hav no doubt that if the right man in the right place had 


been appointed. at Cincinnati we might hav had them." 
Friénds of Nevada, if you hav & man who can do more than 
Bro, Borrette, send me his name. But I doubt if a better 
man can be found. o 


From Dakota territory comes the following good news 
from Bro. J. W. McDonald, of Central City, of that terri- 
tory.. He writes: “Iam unknown in tbe active Liberal 
ranks of the country, but for several years I hav humbly 
endeavored to exert a local influence in the cause of Liber- 
alism, Ihav read your encouraging communications in the 
good old Investigator, which I kav read regularly for many 
years, I purchase it of our newsdealer, who. is a staunch 
Liberal and a gentleman. We hav the timber here to form 
a good sound Liberal League. A few of us hav talked the 
matter over, and as we desire to be connected with the 
National Liberal Leegue I write to you for instructions as 
to how to organize.” 


Pror. A. J. OLIVER, recently appointed to represent the 
state of Florida on the Executive Committee, has made 
choice of the following-named persons to act with him as 
the Executive Sub Committee of the National Liberal 
League for Florida: Hon. T. N. Bell, Hon. H, J. J. Dun- 


can, Col. D. B. Johnson, and William Bach, Esq. Bro. Oli- | 


ver did not giv the post-office address of the members of 
his Committee, and I wish he would'doso. Floridais one of 
the few states where, as yet, no auxiliary Liberal League 
bas been formed. I hope before the meeting of the next 
Liberal League Congress a number of Leagues may be 
formed in this state, for it would look very encouraging to 
see eVery state in the Union represented in the next Con- 
grees. I am sure that Prof. Oliver will do his whole duty 
in Florida. i 

Bro, 8. C. RoGERS, our representative for Arizona, has 
just sent me a most interesting report from that territory. 
He givs & thrilling account of his experience with the wild 
Indians since 1867, when he removed to where he now 
resides. I wish your space would permit the publication of 
the whole letter. Truly, Bro. Rogers is a brave men and is 
a worthy representative of Freethought. In the wilds of 
Arizona he has at last succeeded in building up a pleasant 
home on a farm of some four hundred acres of the best land 
in the world, and he now proposes to devote the remainder 
of his days to the promulgstion of Liberal views. He 
writes : '* Orthodoxy is at à very low ebb in this territory. 
Ministers of all the various denominations are striving hard 
in the principal towns to raise a religious breeze, but with 
poor success and little encouragement. My estimate is that 
four-fifths of the American population are Liberals, but as 
yet they are totally unorganized.” And Bro. Rogers 
reports that the recent droughts hav left the people so poor 
that for the present they hav all they can do to liv. But 
the prospects for this season are good, and we may then, he 
thinks, expect after harvest to hear of Leagues forming in 
all parts of the territory. 

Pror. O. A. PueLrs, whom some of our Western friends 
characterize as ‘‘the young Ingersoll of the West,” writes, 
under date of the 21st inst.: ‘‘ 1 lecture at Concordia, Kan., 
this and to-morrow evening, at Seapo the 23d and 24th, at 
Scandia the 25th and 26ih, at Netawaka the 27th, 28th, and 
29th, at Valley Falls May 1st to 4th. From thence I go to 
South Kansas, commencing at Medicine Lodge May 8th. 
On May 20th I commence a six-evenings’ debate with Rev, 
C. W. Pool, of the Campbellite or Christian church, at 
Osage Mission, in the southern part of Kansas. The first 
proposition to be debated, * Christianity is Entirely of Human 
Origin, I affirm. The second proposition, ‘Christianity is 
of Divine Origin,’ Pool affirms. Each proposition is to be 
discussed three evenings." And allow me to call the atten- 
tion of Bro. M. H. Coffin and others of the far West and 
Pacific coast to the following extract from Bro. Phelps’ 
letter: “I wish you would say to Mr. M. H. Coffin, of Long- 
mont, Colorado, who wants to secure a lecturer for that ter- 


ritory, that I think I can fill the bill [and I think go, to0.— ! 


H. L. Q]. I would like to go to Colorado, for my health is 
poor, and I think a couple of months in that territory © 
would eure me, Don’t tell Bro..’ Coffin of my ill health, 
however.” There, I hav let the cat out of the bag, and told 
of Prof. Phelps’ ill health. But never mind; he is well 
enough to vanquish any orthodox dominie west of the 
Rocky Mountains or east of them. 


Marta L. FOLLETT, the Secretary of Barber's Creek Lib- 
eral League, of Rapids City, Ill., sends the followin” intar- 
esting report : *‘ Our League is compose: v. memoera trom 
both sides of the Mississippi river, from Le Claire, Iowa, and 
Rapids City, Ill., and we therefore claim to be the ‘con- 
necting link’ uniting the great chain of auxiliary Leagues 
of the East and West. We hav a small circulating library 
with which we are doing a good work in this vicinity. In 
our reading-room we hav Tux TRUTH SEEKER, the Investi- 
gator, the Western Liberal, and other Liberal papers; Inger- 
soll’s lectures and other choice pamphlets, and I hereby 
solicit contributions to our library and reading-room. Those 


| who wish to send Liberal literature can address * Ls Claire 


Liberal Library, Le Claire, Iowa.’ Our local paper, the 
Pilot, has come out boldly in favor of radical Liberalism, : 
The Liberal element in the vicinity is vigorous and rapidly 
gaining ground. We rejoice in the leadership of our brave 
E. C. Walker, and we are endeavoring to hold up hia hands 
in the contest for liberty. When yourself, D. M. Bennett, 
T. C. Leland, E. H. Heywood, and other champions of lib- 
erty and truth, are numbered in the members in the Liberal 
army, depend upon a ringing response from Barber's Creek 
Liberal League." H. L. Green. 
Salamanca, N. Y., April 26, 1880. : 
—— 9 $9 ————— 


George Francis Train on Comstock. 


Mr. Train’s epigrams in the New York Star are being 
published in five-cent volumes by S. Franklin Wilson, 27 
Chatham street, under the name of the *' Jipigram Library.” 
He goes for Comstock without gloves, calling on Congress 
to stamp out the wretched spy! This is the epigram on 
Mr. Bennett's incarceration: 


[Star Epigram No. 28] 
MADISON SQUARE EPIGRAMS, 
CONGRESS IMPEACHED | . 


Mapison Squang, P. E., 61. 
CITIZEN RANDALL, SPEAKER OF CITIZENS REPRESENTA- 
TIVES, MEMBERS OF CoNGRESS, SENATORS, AND OFFI- 
CERS OF BOTH HOUSES: 


Citizens are so hadly mixad they act like idints when thav go 
to Washington. They crawl, they do not walk upright! They 
seem to consider ita favor for you to notice them at all! They 
petition! Big thing to ask coachman Dermi«sion to ride in 
one’s own carriage ook, to eat one’s own dinner! Ohamber- 
maid, to sleep in one’s own bed! Are you our master Or 86r- 
vant? Did we elect you or you elect us? Do you liv on our 
stamps or are we living on yours? These conundrums arise 
from your insults to Weaver! Fortwo months you turned your 
back on him every Monday! That destroyed free speech, and 
the hour has Goma for you tn bank down or ba Oromwelliz»d, for 
Bennett comes out first of May! 


Down with Congress! 


Congress’s a spy! a dog ! an ass | 
To let this Comstock '' Bog-shop”’ pags | 
Freedom’s thought comes through voice and pen, 
Not from your Comstock ‘‘ Obscene den |” 
“t Great statesmen ” break open our mails! 
Smoke! drink ! gamble ! gorge on quails ! 
Listen at keyholes ! Crosbyize : 
Cit zens with your Comstock lies ! 
Shylock the land with Syndicates, 
In union of dis-United States ! 
If you can spy our letters, what next 
Outrageous act will be your text ? 
Boa-ed to death in anaconda pay, 
You grab the stamps and steal away ! 
Can’t you change your base demeanor ? 
Why not be your own Redeemer ? : 
New thoughts ! new laws! new light! new days ! 
Suggest that Congress mend her ways ! 
I hereby giv you notice fair, 
Repeal C imstock laws, and do it equare ! 
No nonsense, men! or Banquo's ghost 
Will hang some day on first lamp-post ! 
Now TRUTH SzexEr Bennett comes out of cell, 
Look out. or he will giv you “L I 
When Demons pass a Comstock law, 
Psychos declare relentless war ! 
This lying whelp, it comes to pass, 
Has made Congress a first-class Ass ! 
When free nation outrages maila, 
Liberty dies where freedom fails | 
What other land dare forge fetters 
That violate one's private letters? 
Sir James Graham once lost his head 
For that! Are all our M. C.'s dead ? 
Repeal the bill, or we'll repeal you, 
And all your vile and rotten crew ! 


Comstock’s Stock of Filth, 


Comstock carries his filthy load 
To Washington, the bloated toad! 
And you, gloating in ‘* Obscene show,” 
Strike down the mails with one foul blow! 
When Hewitt’s committee found the fox, 
Comstock was saved by Sunset Cox ! 
Big thing, investigating acts 
You made yourse:ves to cover tracks / 
Corrupt laws that weigh down your shelves, 
Laws which some day will hang yourselves ! 
What right hav you to deal in stocks, 
Ticking through Gould’s electric shocks ? 
TRUTH SEEKER Bennett still in jail 

For selling book aold on all ways, 
Whose author, Heywood, sends through mall 

‘* Cupid's Yokes,” since pardoned by Hayes. 
Shepherd Cowley in felon’s cell 
For saving waifs from Zion's “LIP 
At home, while Congress sends abroad 
Bread that Demagogues applaud! 
Kearney bastiled for threats to kill 
After Congress passed Chinese bill 1 
While " Vig-i-Lants " force civil war F 


* 
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And nation’s troops o'erride state law, 
Labor Standard McDonnell caged 
For defending workmen enraged! 

. For printing complsints against the rich, 
Starving labor in Jersey's ditch! 
Crosby forcing his blackmail lies, 
Flooding city with law-made spies! 
Watching household as Comstock mail 
To force our citizens in jail! 

With strikers striking far and wide; 
How long before this outraged tide 
Congress will strike? to Cromwellize 
A Congress run on Gold.coin lies! 
Facing such facts is Congress mad? 
Are you insane or only bad? ] 


Peter Cooper's Mistake. 


Cooper Institute shines for all, j 
Yet Peter Cooper refused the hall 
'To Bennett Liberal Committee— 
A disgrace to New York city! 
Pretending that he would nat do it, 
Did it through t^e bigot Hewitt! 
Peter Cooper! Liberal chief } 
Infidel ! skeptic ! comes to grief 
At ninety! And yet he pretends 
Free speech! free press! Freethought! free friends! 
Worse still, the silence of the press 
At colleague bastiled in distress! 
Not so bad this man and brother 
As your act free mails to smother ! 
Your dirty act on Comstock mail, 
Keeping Bennett a year in jail ! 
"Tis thus you gained your Christian will 
Through ‘‘ Obscene Bill" free men to kill ! 
When Benedict and jury lied, 
TRUTA SEEKER to destroy you tried! — 
Your “ Rump Parliament” and your vile crew 
Bennétt will Cromwell Waterloo! 
Bennett cheers in Chickering Hall, 

£i Foreshadow death on banquet wall! 
Hayes broke his neck in bis disgrace! 
How can the President efface 
The fact, Two Hundred Thousand Names, 
Live men and women, too, of brains, 
Spoke out their thoughts and bravely spoke 
Their minds against this Cupid's joke! 
But White House, black with Bigot rule, 
Is Comstock's bigot ** Obscene” school, 
Where Colgate now such Christians praise 
Through ‘* Obscene” pictures with Mrs, Hayes! 
It not why could not pardon cries 
Expose at once the Comstock lies? 
Did Roger Chapman when '* Obscene” 
Use Colgate’s ** patent Vaseline?” 
Two hundred members tried to save 
Chapman from his “ Obscene” gravel 
‘Congress’ ‘‘ Procurer!” White House Saint ! 
And yet TRUTH SEEKER makes you faint ! 
You tried to kill this poor old man, 
But he wouldn't die worth a dam! 
Look out, boys! he may show you . 
What an outraged Pagan can do! 
His will you neither broke nor bent, 
But he will break the President ! 


Torquemada in America! 


Between 


1481-1498. Under the Inquisitor-Generalship 

U ot Torquemada. s... iereesn iran" 0:220 SARRA 
1498-1507. Under that o eZà..e sedere tetto k E 
Under that of Cardinal de Ximenes.| 3.564| 2,232) 48.059 


1607-1517, 
1817-1621. Under that of Adrian de Florencio] 1,620) 560| 21 835 
1821-1523. (An Interregnum).---.-.eeseeseeeee 324| 112| 4.481 
1532-1538. Under the Inquisitor-Generalehip 

of Manrique...-.- III 2,250| 1,125] 11.250 
1533-1545. pader thar Se ere a 84| 420) - 6,520 
1646-1556. nder thato O&818& an ur. e 

reign of the Emperor Charles V.| 1.320| 660) 6.600 
1566-1597. During the reign of Pni!ip II........ 3.990| 1,815} 18 450 
4597-1621. During that of Pbitip III.............| 1,840| | 694] 10,716 
1621-1665. During that of Philip IV..........-.-. 2 86 | 1.428] 14,080 
1665-1700. During that of Charles II... +++] 1.632} öt) 6512 
1700-1746, During that of Philip V......- 1,600| 760 eon 
1746-1759. During that of Ferdinand VI 16 b T 
116931788. During that of Oharies IfI. : ? i 


1788-1808, During that of Charles IY.. 


, 


African Fetich and Fanatic 
Passed down rubbish from bigot attic, 
Absorbing all the Pagan Dregs 
To stand our Zion on its legs! | 
Now Earth's hungry corporate greed 

Js poisoned by this ancient seed! 

Thus, day by day, Crime's fatal force 
Through Zion’s Tramps runs its course! 
Food and plenty inside Church, 

With Starving Labor left in lurch? 
** What! not giv poor child your lunch? 
No! but, Jesus said, the will, with hunch!” 
The hour has come that Comstockism 

Be locked up in Comstock prison! 

His outrage on our private mail 

Should land all Congress fast in jail— 
Congress, who gave this wretch power 
To Bastile Man in Felon's Tower! 

He went himself, or sent his Guide, 

For Ashton’s ** Nature's Marriage Guide!” 
But Grant, through Thurlow Weed, 
Saved these men frum Comstock’s greed! 
Prosch, maker of Stereopticon, 

Was jugged on Herculaneum! 

When Comstock tried to seize 

This aged man, friends forced release! 
Wenogenrath was sent to prison 

For Sugaring Creation in a Prism! 

But a Lady Doctor slapped his face. 
When he arrested Sara Chase! 

Sending Doctor's Syringe through mail 
He put a poor old man in Jail, 

Leaving his Starving family to die— 

His wife to prostitution lie! 

But worse than all, sold Doctor Foote, 
From whom he got Four Thousand “toot!” 
These fearful facts, long forgotten, 

Prove our entire nation rotten! 

And yet you try to Hold The Fort 


Through Swindling Laws and Fraud’s High Qourt! 
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Your last resort of Scheming Knaves 
Is to enslave again the Slaves! 

This time ‘tis White and Black alike 
Syndicate robbers strive to strike! 
See how these rascals in their place 
Indorse their Crime on Human Race! 


Senatorial Morals! 


As Burnside’s Educational Bill—elements of social and 
moral science—embrace industry! order! economy! punctu- 
ality! patience! self-denial! death! purity! temperance! 
Cleanliness! honesty! truth! justice! politeness! peace! 
fidelity! philanthropy! patriotism! self-respect! hope! perse- 
verance! courage! cheerfulness! self-reliance! gratitude! 
pity! mercy! kindness! conscience! reflection! will! Bohe- 
mia suggests the personal application to Senate and House, 
which lacks all these elements! : 

Vide Purity and Self-Denial/ Senator Ben Hill, Georgia! 


| Congressman Acklen, Lousiana! Perseverance! Congress- 


man Weaver, Iowa, in frantic endeavors to ‘‘catch Speaker's 
eyel" Patriotism! Confederate Brigadiers who love country 
to greater or lesser extent, as the spoila suggest! Temper- 
ance! Members who over-crook elbow! Cleanliness! 
Congressmen who rarely change linen once a week! 
Industry! those who excel in dolce far niente! Economy! 
those whose pay accounts are discounted by note-shavers 
months ahtad. 


False words! False clothes! in Truth's disguise 
He trips mankind with Bible-lies! 
He Vampires and destroys the weak, ` 
But to the rich he acts the sneak! 
Desire for fame whets appetite 
To dark-lantern Truth’s solar light! 
He ruined Leander Fox and Son l ; 
Through Decoy trick the Biackguard done 
One wonders at each outrage read 
That bullet does not pierce his head! 
Or that the Miscreant saved his life 
When escaping from Conroy’s knife! 
This Vampire against human kind, 
This mad-dog, biter of mankind, 
Iadulges in prayer's wild joy, 

sz, When Victim dies through vile decoy! 
You load the dice, The.cards you pack, 
To force once more your Nero back— 
To guard the stamps for you to steal, 
While Nation shakes and Strikers reel! 
You choose two robbers from your den 
To lead Toil’s Band of Honest men, . 
And through this Weaver oulrage teach 
How Ozars and Sultans kill free speech! 
Pass your Vile Laws! On with the Dance! 
But don’t forget that ** Hell in France!” 
Frenchmen like you planted error 
To Harvest Blood's Reign of Terror! - 


A National Insult! 


Of course you saw oid Nast’s cartoon 

In Harper's, of that mammoth uss ! 

You were the asses, not Weaver, 

Congress’s in hands of Receiver ! 

This nasty Nast is Shylock’s imp, 

The Syndicate’s bulldozing pimp | 

Don’t fool with Gould's Pacific Mail, 

The real negro's Pacific Rail | 

Jay Gould, Huntington, and Tom Scott, 

Through Stock Exchange make Lobby hot ! 

The old game of dinaers and wines 

No longer suits the stirring times ! 

The Lobby now is all inside, 

To catch the speculative tide! 

Members now are bought and sold, 

As Cattle are with broker's gold ! 

Compare your milk and water, chalk 

With star cream sent you from New York ! 

More points I've made in briefer space, 

Than your whole session can displace ! 

Unclaimed ! unclubbed ! unclassified ! 

Alone I swim against the tide 

Through Star’s boiled down figures and facts ! 

Facts shown up in Glover's report, 

Which you suppress in open court ! 

Suppress what the thieves dare not show 

Who stole the stamps and struck the blow! 
Guo. FRANCIS TRAIN. 


* 


- A prison is a house ol care, 
A place where none can thrive, 
A touchstone true to try a friend, 
A grave for one alive ! 


Sometimes a place of right, 
Sometimes a place of wrong, 
Sometimes a place of rogues and thieves, 
And honest men among ! 
(On Edinburgh Tolbuth.) 


Bennett should speak in felon Types 

To show up fraud in Convict's Stripes ! 

Let him appear in Chickering Hail 

In stripes, and show the coming fall 

Of Zion! Then TRUTH SEEKER page 

And Bennett will be all the rage! 

Why not expose the Comstock Scamps 

While bagging all their Zion's stamps? dom 


ig ge ei 
Ir is the advice of the Committee of Arrangements that 
everybody should put in an éarly appearance at Chickering 
Hall on Sunday evening. The doors will open at 7:30 
o'clock ; organ music from that time till 8. ; 


— —————— 
Personal. 


W. F. Jamieson is to giv another course of lectures at 
Brighton, Mich. 1. Gossip, Society’s Weakness ; 2. Elec- 
tricity—Attraction and Repulsion ; 3. Electricity—Action 
of Points, Flames, Leyden Jar, Lightning Rods; 4. Mental 
Electricity. 

The scientific lectures are illustrated. Address at Lake 
City, Minn. : 


W. B. BELL lectures in Findley, O., May 2d, 3d, and 4th ; 
Ottawa, O., May 7th and 8th; Ravenna, O., May 10th, 11th, 
and 32th ; Angola, Iud., May 14th, 19th, and 16th, 


{we had no trouble. 
1five volumes of miscellaneous matter, when we thought we 
| would test their Liberality. ] 
| Clergy a Source of Danger." That was accepted by the 


Letters from Friends. | 


` "WurrEWATER, Wis, Avril 19, 1880. 

To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir; As you are 
about to get your liberty and act for yourself, I want to let 
them kyapw here that THE ''RUTH SEEKER is still alive. I 
send you two subscribers for six months each, I inclose 
five dollars—three to pay for papers. and two to finish pay- 
ing for the two volumes of Mr. Bennett’s new work in 
clotb, I am in hopes they will giv Mr. Bennett a fine. 
reception so he will take courage. 


Yours truly, J. P. WHIPPLE. 


ORANGE City, FLORIDA, April 9, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: I inclose an order for 
books according to the terms offered in your private letter 
of March 31, which came duly to hand. I feel that we can 
not better show our appreciation of your generous terms 
than by giving you a short history of the formation of our 
library and its present condition. T 
About a year ago the residents of our young and thriving 
city concluded to form ourselves into a library association, 
With the understanding among ourselves, and so expressed in 
the constitution and by-laws, that it was to be cosmopolitan 
in its character and unsectarian in the selection and admis- 
sion of reading matter. 
The Liberal element is pretty strong here, and at first 
We had taken in about seventy- 


We first presented * The 


executive committee, with some twenty-five or thirty other 
volumes, on the same evening, and passed without com- 
ment. A short time after that we presented the “ Age of 
Reason." That, too, passed without comment at the time, 
except a remark from a good Methodist lady present, who 
wondered if that was written before or after his conversion, 
My husband, thinking the remark must be made in jest, 
replied that he presumed it was after. It was not long ere 
we began to hear the muttering of a gathering storm, and a 
special meeting was called for the purpose of examining the 
merits and demerits of some very obnoxious books which 
had been handed into the library. My husband was chair- 
man of the executive board. I was also a member, and 
although a majority could see.no reason why ihe books 
should not be in the library, yet to preserve the peace of 
the balance they voted for the expulsion of the books. One 
gentleman who prides himself on his knowledge of parlia- 
Mentary usagés and caters to the church power for the sake 
of popularity, in his objections to Mr. Jamieson's book, said 
he knew the author of that book to be an immoral man ; he 
once heard him lecture, and immediately after, in the same 
place, two or three men ran away with other men’s wives as 
a result of his teaching. As to Paine’s work, he did not see 
so much that was objectionable, and yet he considered it a 
very immoral work, and,those who adopted his belief were 
also immoral. You may be sure the debate was warm, and 
there were only a few who held out firm to the end. Well, 
to make a long story short, their opposition was so firm that 
they finally succeeded in Voting the books out. | 

We then concluded we would establish a library of our 
own, which should hav a platform broad enough for all 
and every one who ehose.to stand upon it without jostling 
his neighbor. So we organized ourselves into the Orange 
City Public Liberal Library Association, with eighteen 
members. . 

Times are hard, and we;are poor, as Liberalists and Spirit- 
ualists are apt to be; but we must read, and we wish to 
make our funds go as far as possible. 

There is a strong Liberal element here, but & great many 
hav a mortal horror of Mrs. Grundy But I think most of 
them will be able some time to think for themselves without 
Consulting the old lady. My husband and myself hav, 
almost single-handed, combated the church element and 
been denounced in no measured terms for our avowed Spir- 
itual belief, or knowlédge rather; but I think we hav con- 
quered standing room, which we intend to maintain. I hav 
prolonged my letter beyond my first intentions, 80 will close 
for the present. Truly yours, — Mns. T. D. Grppinas, 

RATHMINE, IRELAND, April 4, 1880, 

Mr. EDITOR : The banner of freedom shall yet wave in 
our land. Charles Bradlaugh returned for Northampton, 
England! He is the greatest champion of Freethought and 
mental liberty in Great Britain. He declines to take the 
oath of allegiance, as it involves the recognition of a su- 
preme (supernatural) being. I trust you will not fail to no- 
tice this in your paper. Bradlaugh is well known in the 
states. J. WiLsON. 

Le CLAIRE, Iowa, April 19, 1880. 

Mrs. BENNETT, Dear Madam: Inclosed please find $2 
from treasury of Barber's Ureek Liberal League, Rapids 
City, Ill. This small contribution-to the Bennett Reception 
fund is & token of appreciation and sympathy toward the 
leader, author, hero, martyr, D. M. Bennett. Our League 
is composed of members on both sides of the Mississippi 
river, and we claim to be the link uniting the great chain of 
auxiliaries East and West. As such, we send fraternal 
greetings and desire to be kindly remembered at the Ben- 
nett Reception at Chickering Hall, May 2d. 

Maria FoLLETT, Sec. B. C. L. L. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: At a 
recent meeting of Spiritualists and Liberals Mrs, Colby 
said : “Can you find 4 record of modern manifestations 
more startling ihan of Saul and the woman of Endor? 
What minister dares say it is not true? Notone. Did she 
tell the truth ? Who dares deny that ?" l 

Now I deny that the old witch ever raised Samuel, or 
anything else; and my authority is Josephus, and I think 
he is'as good authority as the Bible. 

Yours respectfully, ALEXANDER LANSING. 


BRooxLxN, N. Y., April 26, 1880. 

To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: [nclosed 
please find check for $12 to the order ot D. M, Bennett, 
which, with the $1 previously remitted, makes $183. As it 
Was my intention at first to join those who make up the 
Parton fund, I still adhere to the proposed sum, but prefer 
now to contribute this money for another purpose, by which 
I think our friead Bennett will be more benefited in the ead 
and his paper given a larger circulation. My desire ig to 
distribute THE TRUTH SEEKER amoug such of my friends 
as are likely to become subscribers, and 1 therefore propose 
to pay with the inclosed sum the subscription price for two 
còpies of your paper for one year, from April 1st, and for 
eight copies for three months, from May 1st. You will 
please forward to my address the desired numbers from 


April ist, and of May ist. 
ticable of the address of 
future mail direct, : 
Hoping soon to hav the pleasure of esluting Mr. Bennett 
as a free man once more, I send him my best regards, and 
remain, Yours truly, A, C. C, TAMSEN, 


Boston, Mass , April 19, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir. lf my contributions 
to Tum TRUTH BEEKER hav been crude, poor sentiments 
and poorer writing, you will credit them with the one merit 
of being short. To-day is the-anniversary of the Battle of 
Lexington, when our honored ancestors fought for their 
Treedom from kingcraft and priestcraft, The former has 
found its eternal tomb, from which no amount of Christian 
faith can resurrect it. But priestcraft, that slimy crawling 
thing, has raked hell—their Slough of Despond, the Red 
Bea of bloody persecutions, and their Dead Sea of lifeless 
forms—to gather the wrecks of false and inhuman systema, 
and, kiln-dried by the ecclesiastical hell fires, with them 
is kindling anew the flames of persecution, 

Infidelity, to the rescue ! or the American eagle, the sym- 
bol of freedom, will fold its wings, and the world will be 
rolled into the past again, with the fitting emblem of an 
owl perched upon a lesfless tree or church spire, restless at 
the approach of day. But the augmenting army of Infidels 
is a hopeful prophecy for the future peace and prosperity of 
this favored nation. 

The imprisonment of D. M. Bonnett by the Christians is 
like the man who struck a mortal blow on his own head for 
fear some one else would kill him. They hav unwittingly 
advertised for the Liberals, and hav furnished ample recruit- 
ing ground for them. They are going headlong into the 
pit of their own digging. : 

Well, Mr. Editor, I hav just weaned off from the church, 
aud hope to soon become a full-fledged Liberal. The 
Bibleites hav Pharisees who will yet be overwhelmed in the 
Red Sea of troubled reflections, They hava rilate who 
“washes his hands before the multitude, saying, L am inno- 
cent of the blood of this just person. See ye to it [the 
courte]; I will not interfere." Will not the same odium 
attach to the modern as to the ancient Pilate for the act of 
cowardice? Two hundred thousand won't save a modern 
truth proclaimer. But the Barabbases of modern times, who 
can count them? Surely history repeats itself. The Chris- 
tians of the nineteenth century are rivals in barbarity of the 
Jews of the first century. : 

The subsidized Executive has made a blot on our history 
for which he Can never atone. ‘ Father, forgive them,” is 

“in order, but the plea of ignorance is ruled out, for they 
know what they do. In conclusion (and for fear I shall 
forfeit my claim to brevity), I would warn 
hen-pecked Presidents and Christian judges, and elect men 


I will inform you as soon as prac- 
my friends to whom you will in 


who hav honor; men who will not giv our boasted free 


government. lie. JOSEPH L, SPINNER, 


East DUBUQUE, ILL, April 19, 1880. 


My Dear FRIEND: l am happy to believe that you are 
800n to enjoy the sweets of freedom; to roam where you 
of heaven; to 
1 Warm, sincere, 
and happy friends, And thougn I fail, through the infirmi- 
ties of old age, to put in an appearance at your Reception, 
you with mind and spirit, in- 
e for your 

present and future happiness. Be pleased to accept this as 
' the frank and sincere ¿expressions Of a true friend, and the 
blessing 


please; to breathe the free and sweet air 
receive the happy and hearty greetings of 


be assured. that I will be with 
voking the choicest blessings of earth and man 


inclosed '' X" asa 8mall portion of what man’s 
should be, Respectfully, fraternally, and truly, 
Your friend, D. R. Burr, 


. » 

CONCORDIA, KAN., April 21, 1880, 
Dear Mr. BENNETT: I write to congratulate you upon 
the near approach of the end of your incarceration in the 
bigots’ prison ; and to offer you ali the assistance within 
my power to render to Carry on the work of emancipation 
in the future, We are in the midst of the battle; and it 
may be that the hottest fight has not yet been made. I hav 

participated in one war, and am ready for ano.her. 
Always yours truly, O. A. PHELPS, 


: Lz Mans, Iowa, April 23, 1880. 

Eprros TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir; 1 inciose post-office 
order for $5 00, for which send to my address one copy of 
“ Nature's Revelations of Character;” the balance place to 
my credit to renew my subscription to THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Although xay time does not expire until July next, yet |. 


J think it a good time now, just as our martyr-editor is 


about to be released trom unjust confinement, for all Liber- | 


als to renew their subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER; 
that the old hero may hav an earnest of our determination 
that his paper shall liv and flourish in spite of crafty Chris- 
tian efforts to ‘‘ stamp it out.” It isa duty we owe our- 
selves, as well as him, that we see to itthat TEE TRUTH 
SEEKER, the paper the Young Men's Christian Association 
sought through his imprisonment to crush, shal!’ not lan- 
guish for Want of material support. I hope his Reception 
at Chickering Hall will prove a grand success, still 1 fear 
the end i8 not yet. 1 watch with some anxiety the next 
move in the Christians' prosecuting programme. Should 
they permit him to resume his editorial duties, without 
further molestation, I shall feei absolutely certain they hav 
had a change of heart, snd-aiso feel more than glad to 
know his fearless pen ig again at liberty to champion the 
cause ot free speech, free press, and especially tree mails, 
in that good time coming when there shall be no official 
8neak of the Comstock stripe to interfere. 

Respectfully, L, W. SIBLEY. 


Cuicaao, ILL., April 19, 1880. 
Enron TRUTH SEEKER, My Dear Sir' Allow me to add 
my voice in congratulating you upon your release from 
prison, where you hav been expiating the punishment in- 
flicted by the persecutors of religious and civil liberty. 
when martyrs ure called for they always will be found. 
Are we not iu this country fast approaching the condition 
of France in the terrible days of the supremacy of the 
Bastile ? Go forward and fear no danger, for you are in the 

right. Fraternally, Z. T. QRIFFIN. 


Fort Ler, N. Y., April 26, 1890. 

EDITOR TauTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Please find inclused 
One dollar toward the expenses of the Reception of our 
hero, D. M. Bennett, : 

The time is rapidly coming when those bigoted men now 
in power will be stricken down for their tyranny by the 
will of the people. 

My health wil not permit me to be present at the Recep- 
tion, but my son and two friends, who represent founders 


f League, will be present, Your old friend, 
SUUS ORUM n AUG, SEMMENDINGER, 


Liberals against 


| rree speech in your issue of the 3d inst. 


The Gif Seeker, May 1, 1880. 


Henperson, N. O., April 23, 1880. 
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Denis Kearney has done such things, and not until he has 


EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER : At the late session of ine North į incited to personal violence hag he been fined $1,000 and sen- 


Carolina Legislature the House of Representatives expunged 
from ita record, by a waanimous vote, the resolution of ex-. 
pulsion it passed against me five years ago, : 

North Carolina is making rapid progress im Liberalism. 
Some of the most eminent men here are outspoken Liberals, 
Republicans here are all for Grant, The state will surely go 
Republican next fall, My congratulations to Mr. Bennett 
on the near approach of his liberation. J. W. TzoxN. 


Hancock, Mp., April 12, 1880. 

Dear Eprror : Please find inclostd $1. 75—$1.50 to pay 
what I owe and to renew my subscriptioa for Tax TRUTH 
SEEKER and 25 cents to pay for a co y of M, Babcock's 
little book entitled ‘‘ Superstition ; or, The Religion'of Be- 
lieve or be Damned," which you will mail to my address as 
early as convenient. 

The reason I am behind with my subscription is this : I 
went West last November, about two weeks before my first 
three months’ subscription had expired, intending to renew 
my subscription when I reached my destination ; but when 
l arrived there I found that the people were all s0 supersti- 


| tious and bigoted that it would be detrimental to my inter- 


ests to take such a paper, for I am poor and hav got to 
humble myself alittle. When I came home, a few days 
ago I found a lot of TRUTH SEEKERS and a letter from you. 
I will distribute the paper and try to increase its circulation 
in this section ; but even that will be attended with danger, 
for Infidels are scarce here and bigotry and fanaticism *' rite 
in the land," and a young friend of mine is in danger of 
being tarred and feathered, merely for daring to thing for 
himself, Bat I think we are gaining ground inch by inch, 
and after a time we will hav superstition under our feet, 
Yours for truth, J. D. STOTTLEMEYER. 


; ALTOONA, Pa, 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Str; After the unfair trial that was 
given you in the city of New York last year, and after the 
cruel and unjust imprisonment that was imposed upon you, 
by which you were separated from your family and friends 
and compelled to serve out eleven months in a prison cell, I 
take this method of sending. you my mest hearty congratu- 
latfons, also those of the oiher few brother Liberals who 
reside in the orthodox city of Altoona. 

We are unable to attend the Reception, but we feel as 
enthusiastic as if we could be present and take you by the 


hand, We feel glad of your return safely once more to: 


your family and place of business, You will once again 
enjoy the blessed light of liberty and occupy the same place 
that you filled so faithfully in the past. 
may yet hava bright and prosperous future before you, that 
you may still be able to do greater work iv the service of 


against tne evils of orthodoxy and the delusions of the 
Cnristian religion. 


should refuse to pardon you atter such a long list of peti- 
tioners had petitioned him for your release ; but no doubt 


concluded vo leave you to your fate. 
Bo you hav served your time out, 


Were taken away. 
broad land. 


the mists.and clouds of superstition slowly fade away. 


Therefore, Mr, Bennett, we hope that your 


home! W., J. Borns, 


ALTON, ÍILL,, April 24, 1880. 

Mr, EprrOR : Inclosed I send you two dollars, my mite 
for the Bennett Reception. How glad I should be if 1 could 
be present, that 1 might grasp the hand of the noble martyr 
hero, who dared face the bloodbounds of Christianity. 
Though torn and bleeding, he preserved his manhood, and 
when pressed by scandal he could not ‘tell a lie, Ali honor 

to the great apostle of truth, 
Yours truly, 


VALLRY Oar., Ky., April 8, 1880, 
D. M. Bennerr, Dear Persecuted Old Brother: The cir- 
cumstances detailed 1n last week's letter will explain why I 
hav been so long sending in my subscription. I hav en- 
deavored to register at three of tbe nearest post-offices, but 


D. R, SPARES. 


| the reply is, *' Out of blanks," and thus it goes, and thus it 


will go, and thus it must go, so long as a usurping dough- 
brained scoundrel is President, and s second-rate two-dol- 
lar-and-a-half county court lawyer is at the head of the 
post-office department, The prurient desires Dave Key has 
continually displayed to show his true nature by smelling 
into other peopie's most private affairs show plainly enough 
the material of which he is made, the Cast of his insignifi- 
Cant mind, and how well he succeeded in graduating in that 
most despicable of all schools, the school of pe'tifoggerdom. 
I inclose $8 io be registered at Somerset. You will hear 
from me again soon, Continue the paper to my address as 
at the heaa of this letter, and print the letter if you wish. 
Very truly, M. H. BENTLEY. 


2 BACRAMENTO, CAL , April 11, 1880. 

To TRE EDITOR or Tus TRUTH BekEKER, Sir : Of what 
good can it be to copy from the Winsted Press, attacking 

Professing to be a 
Liberal paper, you will admit of a fust criticism, ‘here is 
a limit to everything under the sun; why should there be 
none in speech-making or printing? Let every human bz- 
ing apply the maxim, “Do not do unto others what you 
would not hav others do unto you," and I believe we would 
all be safe, . 

Suppose a man would hold up to your face at every turn 
of the street a rope with the remark that you will be hung 
if you do not do auch and such a thing, but being too cow- 
araly to do it himself, will call a crowd of discontented 
and poor despairing fellow-men and tel them that such 
and such a man is the cause of their misery, and that they 
should erect a gallows and hang him, and when he sees that 
the men are not as foolish as ne thought them to ba, to 
ruin themselves and family, he incites them to riot and 
arson in the middle of the sight, would you not think such 
a inan to be a fool and a dangerous man who ought to be 
restricted of his liberty until he gets cured? None other 
but a faol will insist as the Press does ;that every fool shall 
hav the right to be foolish, etc., etc. In every civilized 
country &fool has a right to be foolish only in an insane 


! asylum, and not even there will he be unrestricted, 


ieee, 


tenced to six months’ 
ments in public. 
will side with Denis or fear an abridgement of our liberties 
by seeing that he 
related, 


all 
years, but he 
to his fellow-men. 
bit American, 


over-z3alous Liberalism. 
more good than bad in it, but thatis not enough; it ought to 
seek the truth in all things, 
forth as glaring and overwhelming as possible, 


We hope that you 


numanity, and that you may still battle with greater power 
ltseems strange that the chief executive of the nation 


his purely pious wife had a great bearing on him, and he 


You hav returned 
home, and wili find more friends than you had when you 
Infidelity has greatly increased over our 
The Camp-tires are burning brightly, and our 
army is still moving on, With the old war-horse, Ingersoll, 
in command, The enemy will soon become weaker as we 
advance, and a brighter future can be seen in store for us a8 


eception will 
be something long to be remembered, that your health may 
atill continue good, that you may receive our most happy 
wishes, our earnest Congratulations, and a generous welcome 


imprisonment for speaking his senti- 
There is not one paper ia a thousand that 


ia punished for auch acts as those above 


City, county, state, and federal government could stand 
the nonsense Kearney was ejecting for the last three 
passed the limit when he began to he personal 
Tae logic of the Winsted Press is not a 
L d I leave it to you and all candid writers, 
Itis too often that I'am TRUTH SEEKER brings forth such 
It is true that it has generally 


and having found it, bring it 


Yours respectfully, Henry Focus, 


BENNETT'S DAY. 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 
On the fourth of March, which is called ** Eamet’s Day,” 
and is celebrated in honor of the Irish reformer, I wrote an 
article for our noble TRuta SREERER, under the above 


heading. Ido not know what “Uncle Sam's postal folks” 


did with the letter, but our good 
I seconded the suggestion of 


editor received it not, - 
Mrs. Boozer, that in every 


city, town, or hamlet where there was a handful of Liberals 


they should celebrate next May Day, 
Day. Although our loved and loving friend is modest and 
unassumiug, as most truly good and great men are, or 
should be, yet, for the sake of the grand principles for 
which he has 80 nobly suffered, he will allow us the privi- 
lege of ** making a big fuss over him." We cannot afford 
to wait until he is dead to appreciate him. Let us make 
Bennett’s Day a national day for all the Liberal Leagues to 
celebrate throughout the laud ! : 

There is something grand and inspiring about commem. 
orative days, when each true soul lays offerings upon the 
altar of freedom, knowing that at the same moment every 
other free soul is performing the same sweet duty. Thus 
may a circle of true men and women, in sympathy, be 
formed around the globe! Sisters and brothers, do you say 
amen ? Sava BAILEY, 


.Stocxron, CAL., April 16, 1880. 

D. M, BENNETT, Dear Sir; Welcome to the world again! 
In some allusions to Pacific coast matters in Turg TRUTH 
SEEKER, Very wild and confused ideas occur. One writer 
thinks that we shall never know what Denis Kearney said 
to cause him to be fined $1,000, and sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment in the returm school The proceedings of 
the San Francisco courts are publisbed in the daily papers, 
He who pays for the papers may read. Kearney is reported 
to hav said, ** There is Claus Spreckles, the dirtiest thief 
that ever went unhung,” and, ‘If anybody plots against 
my life I will kill him." "Phe former remark was regarded 
by the court as the most illegal, and he claimed to base the 
sentence on the gravity of it alone, But it is well known 
that this speech is not the causs of said sentence. Kearncy 
has been making unpleasant remarks for a couple of years, 
has threatened to burn Chinatown and San Francisco, hang 
numerous officials and rich men „wade up to his arms in 
gore, and drive the Chinese ont if he had to destroy the 
whole state of California, His influence is supposed to 
hav been very disastrous to the general Prosperity of the 
country, and this sentence was made to squelch him. 

W. B. KELEY. 
ILL., Apr:l 20, 1880. 

EDITOR or TRUTH SEEKER : | presume it is not saying 
too much when I infer that old King David was not prouder 
to receive (at the hands of that death messenger) the news 
that (unfortunate) Uriah had been cruelly dispatched than I 
was in obtaining Tag TRUTH BEEKER. Several citizens 
hav perused its precious contents, and matters are go far 
very encouraging toward raising a club shortly, Every man 
here that had the good fortune to read the two copies sent 
me say that they are worth ''three-score thousand” times 
their weight. Please send me copies for the next month, or 
until I write to you again, which will be ere long. 

I see an article in oae of those two copies, entitled, “Why 
don’t God Kill the Devil 1" In my opinion the question is 
well put and easily answered, The reason is simply this; 
He can't do it; he 1s not man enough for him, "There is one 
thing sure, that were Jehovah to undertake that job, he 
would not Come off as well as be did with old Jake in that 
memorable wrestling-match. If oneor the .other must go, 
let Jehovah perish and the devil liv forever. He is, beyond 
a reasonable doubt, the most merciful of the two. 

As far as ‘‘Aipba and Omega" is concerned, I am strongly 
impressed that, being full of years and wearied to death by 
his over-exacting hypos, he must soon go the way of all the 
earth. And my fervent prayer is, the sooner the better, 

Would it not be a capital idea to suggest to your many 
subscribers, especially those who do not preserve your 
papers, to giv their neighbors a chance at them ? There are 
undoubtedly thousands of people living in the neighbor- 
hood of your subscribers who would be pleased to read 
them, but, unluckily for them, they are too poor to sub- 
scribe. Ob, what a pity! Could the opponents of that 
hydra-headed monster, that infernal hornet/s! nest, the 
church, circulate tracts and papers and books freo, as it 
does, I ask where would the gods be now? They would 
hav been compelled to hunt their caves as their villainuug 
prophet David did. ' 

In deep sympathy for D. M, Bennett, I remain, 

Respectfully, J. M, BENOIT. 


LONDON, ONT., CAN., April 11, 1880, 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER : [congratulate Mr, Bennett on 
the near approach of his freedom, to again, in person, 
participate in the dissemination of the principles of Free. 
thought, and trust that his unjust imprisonment will teach 
a useful lesson to the citizens of the United States on the 
danger of allowing Chris'ians, or any other religions bigots, 
too much privilege in what they may consider the discharge 
of their duties. Is is not the followers of any creed that 
should dictate the lawa to promote morality, but the voice 
of the people by their representatives, And it is an insult 
to the intelligence of Americans to assume 
majority would not favor the unrestricted circulation of 
philosophical and scientific works, which, though perhaps 
based on erroneous principles, contain theories calculated 
by the authors to be for the benefi; of humanity. 

Col Ingersoll has been lecturing in "Toronto, and his 
appearance in this country has created quite a disturbance 
in orthodox Circles, He was very well received in Toronto 
but could not obtain the use of & hall in somè other towns, 
But we must hav patience yet a little time, for the day is 
near at hand when free discussion on religion will be ai 
common as on any other topic, H. A, THOMPRON, 
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NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seeker.” 


Antiquity of Christianity. 
‘ BY JOHN ALBERGER. 


12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cta. 


This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 
phatecter of the origin of the religion o 
rist, 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Theology Et, 


BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 2mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals, They are chiefly intended to 


uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author, 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Eto. 

BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50, 


e x 
Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 

A concise account of the Ohristian religion. 


and all the prominent religions before and 
since Ohristianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50, 


LOVE VENTURES. 


A rose tinted record of love in the tropics, 
with strange and startling adventures thereto 
beionging. Price, 60 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $1.00, 


Positivist Primer: 


Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. l 


BY C. G. DAVID. 
Price, 76 cents. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


* A critical study, By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI, Professor of Philosophy at tne Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12mo, 327 pp, $2.00. 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp. . . $1.76." 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting aecount of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation of the Ohristian church. 


Cultiv-tion of Art, and Its Relation |y 


to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting. 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
12mo. 48 pp; paper, 20 cts. ; flexible cloth, 36 cts. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 


BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabbi of the Congregation. Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. 2 | 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE | 
CASE AGAINST THE OHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Ohris- 
tianity : 

This is a very valuable and concise work, and 

states in plain and unmistakable langu 


cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND. 


OTHER PAPERS, 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents, 


e the’ 
reasons why Christianity is afailure. Price, 50 ; 
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VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


À regularly edueated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove. 

Cures all forms of Private, Chronie, and 
Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
{mpotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and 
other eauses, produeing some of the fol. 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimnese 
of Sight, Defective memory, Physical Decuy, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Society of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, ote.. etC. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor’s latest and greatest medical discovery, 
and which he has so far prescribed for this 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
fallure'to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered. condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many had 
Falling Sickness— Fits; others upon the verge 

.onsumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish an 
themselves. 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrhoa, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cure?, Ail diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhea, 
etc., treated witb equal success, 

Dz. B. P. FELLOws has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given up by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the „id of Dr. Fellows’ yal- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr.Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med. 
icines to reach the cause of th» complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 


Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhaa, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before & magistiate, which 
38 positive and convincing testimony to the 
Dootor's great skill. 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Inclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above, 


{From the Western Reformer.] 
” DR. R, P. FELLOWS 


is a highly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an original system of practice, and is 
perfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hay 

eard many flattering reports of his successful 
cures of diseases incident to humanity.” 


"WHAT IS MONEY? 


A DEBATE 
| BETWEEN ; 
COL. ROBERT 6. INGERSOLL 
AND 
DR. F. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 3 cents. For sale at 
this office. 
ARARE € 9 
CHANCE: The Commoner. 


. The most Radical, Anti. Ring, Anti-Clique, 
Anti-Monopolistic Greenback-Labor Paper 
in the world. Published weekly, $1.50 per 


ear. 

Bland’s “ Life of B, F. Butler,” one of the most 
readable books ever written, Over 200 pages; 
price, 50cents, We send the " Life of Butler" 
and the *"Commoner" three months, to any 


"cents. Address 
address. for 50°cen' MOSES HULL & o0., 
2t8 46 School St.. Boson, Mass. 


A Few Words About 
the Devil, 


And Other Biographicl Sketches 
and Essays 
BY CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 


| Second editiou, with Portrait and Autobiog- 


raphy. Extra cloth, gold back and 
side stamp, 12mo, 260 pp., 
price, $1 25. 

Displays much learning and research.—The 
Democrat, : 

In fine, there is much that is noble about him 
—The Advance. 

' His position is defined and defended in a 
spirit of reverence for the truth.—Chicago Eve. 
Journal. 

In a handsome volume before us Chas, Brad- 
laugh has' A Few Words” to say" About the 
Devil" Mr. Bradlaugh has & right to his “ few 
words,” and the devil will, we presume, at no 
distant day, hav a " few words" to gay to Mr. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State. Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 
Paper, 12mo, 63 pages; price, 25 cents. 


| Bradlaugh. and will doubtless get the best of 
. the argument.—Ohicago Interior. 
| We should insist, were we in any way con- 
nected with the government of theological 
-sohools, on their perusal of this work by the 
youth fitting under our charge for the duties 
and the responsibilities of the pulpit. The 
will find Mr. Bradiaugh no common man, an 
they will be introduced by him to persons and 
thoughts which cannot faii to be of use in their 
professional studies.—New Haven Palladium. 


hardly able to take care of! 


| Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. . 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East," ‘ Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 

^ b:ck and side stamps; 12mo, ` 
404 pp., $1.25. 
The characters are set before us by a few 


gravhic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings,—Pall Mall Gazette. 


Power. eloquence, and originality character- 
ize '‘ Nathaniel Vaughan" to a degree very un- 


| usual among modern novels.—Jilustrated Lon- 


don News. 


An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition, 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas.— Westminster Review. 


D. M. BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Eighth 8t.. N.Y 


THE MARTYRDOM OF MAN 


A Compendium of Universal History 
BY WINWOOD READE. 
SECOND EDITION. 


Large clear type, toned paper, broad mar- 
_ gins, extra cloth, 12mo, 548 pp., $1.75. 


Mr. Reade's historica! survey of the world of 
nature and man, marvelous as it is, in its mul- 
titude of details, in it& comprehensive sweep, 
in its terse, splendid paragr»phs, in its evi- 
dence of wide and eareful reading, and its gen- 
eral accuracy, gives the impression of a reading 
as immense as that of Hume, Gibbon, or of 
Buckle. 

ExTRACT.— The good in this world predom- 
inates over the bad; the good is ever in^rens- 
ing, the bad is ever diminishing. But, if God is 
ove, why ia there any bad at all? Is the world 
like à novel, in which the villains are put in to 
make it more dramatic, and in which virtue 
only triumphs in the third volume? It is cer- 
tain that the feelings of the created hav in no 
way been considered. If, indeed, there were & 
judgment-day, it would be for man to appear at 
the bar, not as a criminal, but as an accuser, 
What has he done that he should be subjected to 
a life of torture and temptation? God might 
hav made us all happy, and he has made us 
miserable. Is that benevolence? God might 
hav made us all pure, and he has made ns all 
sinful. Is that the perfeetion of morality? If 
I believed in this man-created God, in this 
divine Nebuchadnezzar, I would say, You can 
make me livin your world, O Creator, but you 
cannot make me admire it; you can load me 
with chains, but you cannot make me flatter 
you; you can send me to hell-fire, but you can- 
not obtain my esteem. And if you condemn me 
you condemn yourself, If [ hav committed 
sins, you invented them, which is worse. Ifthe 
watch yOu hay made does not go well, whose 
fault is that? Is it rational to damn the wheels 


Nations, Niebuhr, Mommsen; 
Vincent’s Periplus. Gulliain, 


Assyria, Sir_H. Rawlinson, Layard; India, 
Max Muller, Webber; Persia, Heerens’ Asiatic 
Nations; O»ntral Asia, Burnes, Wolff, Vambery ; 
Arabia. Niebuhr, Oaussin de Perceval, Sprenger, 
Deutsch, Muir, Burckhardt, Burton, Palgrave: 
Palestine, Dean Staniey, Renan, Dollinger, Spi- 
noza, Robinson, Neander. 


Greece, Grote, O. Meller, Curtius, Heerens.; 


Lewes. Taine, About, Becker's Charicles; Rome, 
Gibbon, Macaulay, Becker's Gallus; Dark Ages, 
Hallam, Guizot, Robertson, Prescott. Irving; 
Philosophy of. History, H«rder, Buckle, Comte, 


Leeky, Mill, Draper; Science, Darwin, Lyell, . 
Herbert Spencer, Huxley, Tyndali, Vestiges of 


Oreation, Wailace, Tyior, Lubbock, . 

It is really & remarkable book, in which uni- 
versal history is '' boiled down" with surprising 
skill.’—Literary World. d 

You turn over his pages with a fascination 
Similar to that experienced in reading Wash- 
ington Irving.—Jnter- Ocean, 

His history has a continuity a rush, & carry- 


Ing power, which reminds us strikingly of Gib- 


bon, —New Haven Palladim. 

The sketch of early Egyptian history, in the 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- 
ing. He has a style that reminds us of Macau- 
lay.—Penn Monthly. 

We could scarcely hav supposed it possible for 
any writer, however gifted, to put into one vol- 
ume, reasonable in size and price. so much reli- 
able information, sound logic, and inspiring 
thought.—ZLierary Review. 


GREENBACK-LABOR CHRO NICE 


Hon, F. M. Foca, , Founded by SOLON 

Cox, J. H. BLOOD, } Ens. | OHASE in 1874, 

TRE Oldest, Livest, Oheapest,Greenback-Labor 
Journal in the country. 

Devoted to the interests of labor, the econom- 
ical and just distribution of the products of 
labor. and a scientific financial system—one 
that will not rob labor to enrich idleness. 

: PLATFORM. 

1, The United S'ates paper, dollar to be the 
unit of value, bearing this imprint: United 
States Money -One Doliar. Receivable for pub- 
lic dues and legal tender for private debts, 

2, Theimmediate payment of the bonded debt 
according to ‘he right reserved to pay it before 
maturity by Ssction 3693, Revised Statutes, U. B. 

3, Government loaus to the people through 
states. counties, cities, and towns, to be paid, 
after five years, in twenty annual instailments, 
at one per Gent per annum tax. . 

4. Government conduct of public transporta- 
tion and telegraphs. 

5. Government aid to homestead settlers. 

6. Uniyersal adult suffrage, 

7. Abolition of legal debts. 

8. Abolition of the death-penalty by U. 8. law, 
and the substitution of reformatory labor for 
punishment by imprisonment for crime. 

large 32-column paper. plain type, $1.00 a 
year, in &dvane^; 3 months, 25 cents, Bənd for 
sample copy. Every yearl H subscriber receives 
“The Life of General B. F, Butler." as apre- 
mium, a book of several hundred pages, and an 
authoritative biography of this distinguished 
citizen, 
Publishers, 


oslem Af- 


G. BLOOD & CO.. Auburn. Me., ! 


Truth Seeker Collection, of 
Forms, Hymns, and Recitations, 
Forms for Organizing Societies, Forms for 
Constitutions and By-Laws, for Funeral 
Services, Marriage Services, Naming of In- 
fants, Obituary Notices, Epitaphs, Wills, etc. 
Also, nearly 525 Liberal and Spiriturlistic 
Hymns, original and selected, for Public 
Meetings, Funerals, Social Gatherings, ete. 
The whole supplemented by a fine selection 
of Recitations, comprising many of the 
finest poetical gems in the language, Over 
580 pages, at the extremely low price of 75 
cents, in cloth. : 

Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 
His Manifold and Wonderful Adventures in 
the Land of Cosmos, A New Scripture from 
an antique manuscript (evidently inspired) 
discovered by I. N. FIDEL, in conjunction 
with A. Hoox, Esq. Very amusing, Price, 
25 cents. s : 

Proceedings and Addresses at 
the Freethinkers’ Convention, held 
at Watkins, N. Y., August 22, 23, 24, and 25, 
1878. A volume of 400 pages, containing the 
speeches made during the four days' session 
by Dr. T. L, Brown, Prof. A. L. Rawson, 
Elder F, W. Evans, Elder G. A. Lomas, 
Prof. J. H. W. Toohey, Dr. J, M. Peebles, 
Dr. T. B. Taylor, Hon. George W. Julian, 
James Parton, T. B. Wakeman, Elizur 
Wright, T. C. Leland, C. D. B. Mills. Mrs, 
L. N. Colman, Mrs, P. R., Lawrence, Ella E. 
Gibson, Mrs, Mary E, Tillotson, Mrs, Clara 
Neymann, Mrs, Augusta Cooper Bristol, W. 
E. Copeland, Horace Seaver, John W. Trues- 
dell, and several other persons. Price, cloth, 
$1.25. i N 

Truth Seeker Tracts. Bound Vol- 
umes I., IL, lIL, IV., and V. "These vol- 
umes, containing over 520 pages each, are 
made up of over one hundred Truth Seeker 
Tracts, with some additional kinds, They 
embrace a variety of subjects by different 
authors, written in & terse, trenchant, and 
spicy style. They are offered at the ex- 
tremely low price of 60 cents per volume in 
paper covers, and $1.00 in cloth; or 50 
cents each in paper, and 75 cents each in 
cloth if the whole set is taken. . 

Sepher Toldoth Jeschu; or, the 
Book of the Generation of Jesus, 
First English tranaiation of tbe ancient Jew- 
ish story of Jesus, who was born at Bethle- 
hem about the year 106 5. c., being the son 
of a betrothed maiden named Miriam (Mary) 
by Joseph Pandera. How and why the Ro- 
mans changed ‘‘ Kepha” to ‘‘ Petros.” Start- 
ling evidence that Paul flourished before the 
middle of the first century B. ©., contempo- 
rary With the aforesaid Kepha, Price, 20 
cents, 

Last Will and Testament of Jean 
Meslier, curate ot a Romish chuica ia 
France in the eighteenth century, whose 
views upon theology were not published 
until after his death, and are now for the 
first time presented in English, Very radi- 
cal aud able, Price, 25 cents, 

Influence of Christianity Upon 
Civilization. By B. F, UNDERWOOD. 
Revised edition. One of the most able treat- 
ises upon the subject ever wriiten, Price, 
25 cents, 

Christianity and Materialism, By 
B. F, UnpERwOOD, Revised euition. In 
this treatise the two systems are fairly and 
ably examined from:a historical standpoint, 
Price, 15 cents, 

What Liberalism Offers in the 
Place of Christianity. By B. F. Un- 
DERWOOD. Price, paper, AO cents. 

Amberley's Life of Jesus; His 
Character and Doctrine, A. hapter 
from '''Yue Analysis of Reiigious Belief.” 
By Viscount AMBERLEY, Price, cloth, 60 
Cents; paper, 39 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By W. S. 
BELL. Revised and enlarged edition. Price, 
25 cents. 

Religion not History. An able ex- 
amination of the morals and theology of the 
teachings of the New Testament, By W. F, 
NEWMAN, Emeritus Professor of University 
College, London. From the London edition. 
Price, 25 cents. 

Bennett-Teed Discussion. Betweea 
D. M. Bennett, Editor ot '"*'bhe Truth 
Seeker,” and Cyrus RowuLus R, TEED, of 
Moravia, N. Y. Proposition discussed: 
*' Jesus Christ is not only divine, but is the 
Lord God, creator of heaven and earth.” 
Teed affirming: Bennett denying. Paper, 
30 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 

, Blakeman’s Two Hundred Poet- 
ical Riddies, (For children and youth.) 
Embracing a great variety of subjects. This 
work is new and interesting, aud affords a 
great amount of amusement in the family 
circle, as well as in gatherings of children 
and older people. Price, 90 cents. ] 

Six Lectures on Astronomy. By 
Pror, Hicuanp A, PRocrOR. Delivered at 
Steinway Hall, New York, in the winter of 
1875-76. 1. Growth of Worlds; 2. Life and 
Death of Worlds; 8. Other Worlds than 
Ours; 4. Other Suns than Ours; 5. The 
Great Mysteries of the Universe; 6, Religion 
and Astronomy. 65 pp. Paper, 20 cents 

Beyond the Veil. A GSyiritualistic 
work, said to be dictated by the spirit of 
PASCHAL BEVERLY RANDOLPH, aiued by, 
Emmanuel Swedenborg and others, through 
the mediumship of Mrs. Frances H, McDou- 
gall and Mrs. Luna Hutchinson. li gives 
minute and interesting descriptions of life in 
ihe spirit world—its location, intermediate 
state, landscape, habitation, food, clothing, 
industrial interests, etc. It contains o steel 
engraving of P. B, Randolph. A neat vol- 
ume, Price, $1.90, 
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The Religion of “Believe or be Damned.” 


OPEN LETTER 
TO THE 


St Jahns Schoo! Board 


M. BABCOCK., 


This book enontains an in- 
Snired PHOTOGRAPH of the 
GOD that's beirg worshiped at 
the expense of the district in 
our public schools; the God 
that overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that’s wanted in the 
Constitution; the gentleman 
that owns some three billion 

. dollars’ worth of untaxed 
church property the *‘so-help- 
me” God that mukes alie tho 
truth in court; the God that 
governors besought to stop the 
yellow fever, which he didn’t 
do, The picture is worth the 
price of the book. 


Price, 25 cents. For sale by 


P 
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THEOLOGY AT WORK 


D. M.:BENNETT, 141 Eighth street, New York. 


ANDREW STONE, M.D., 


Physician for the Last Twenty-three 
Years to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
glenic Institute, Founder of the 
New Magnetic College, and 
Author of “The New 
Gospel of Health," 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmonary 
Consumption, Asthma, Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 
Diphtheria, Catarrh, and all diseases of the air 
passages. by inhalation of his system of cold or 
cool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach from being 
perverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 

een the practice of antiquated systems. ` 


By this WONDERFULLY PERFEOTED sys- 
tem, patients are successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
out the necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—based 
in the first place, upon a searching DIAGNOSIS 
of each case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning's urine (urinary Sanguinis), showing 
the conditin of the blood, or psychometric éx- 
amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 

oth,as may be deemed essential, where per- 
sonal presence is not had. 


BRFEES.—For the first month, $15, includin 

analysis and diagnosis; or $35 for & course o 
three months’ treatment, securing inhaler, with 
whichever one of the following i aling vapors 


of 
m 


that are not personally attended, 


Lessons of instruction and discipline: in 
Urinology, in Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 
gressive physicians that cannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 

The art of healing taught in this College com- 
bines the science of Animal and Vital Magnet- 
jsm, Medicated Electricity, Equalizing and Ad- 
justing the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 
using into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 
Bystem Vital Force by Impartation and Indus- 
tion of Psychic Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers. 


The vitalizing magnetic power of healing by 
Sun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
of effete matter by cutaneous secretion. The 
doctrine taught at this College is emphatically 
to construct, to build up, to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 


Analysis and full report of case made for $5, 
independent of any treatment. Packages 
transmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 
tion, and stamps for return answers must be 
inclosed in all cases, orno reply will be made. 


Address, ANDREW Bronge, M. D., Con- 
sulting and Attending Physician, Bowery 
Place, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y. 17 


` CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Embracing those of the Blood and_Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leading 
to them are plalrly treated by that plainest of 
books, PLAIN HOME TAL EMBRACING 
MEDICAL COMMON SENSE — neariy 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E, B. FOOTE 
of 120 Lexington Ave. N»w York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
Tn its issue for January 19, 1878, Mr. Bennett's 
TRUTH SEEKER thus sveaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: " We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives an 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
bie them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medicai works possess the highest value, 
and nav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willin testimony to the 
reat benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
fozini, pyeienio, dud moral lessons which he 
as 80 ably imparted. ee 
Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are a 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE, Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion. by mail, postage prepaid, only $1.50. Con- 
MORAN" HILL PUBTISHING COMPANY 
129 Hast asth Street New York. 


JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
muslin, Containing 276 pages, 12mo. Price, 
$1.25. 


This book contains the principal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the P-ntateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject, The pam- 
phlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued.. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic. inimitable in its «tyle, and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, aud pathos, 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, | 


Cabinet size, price $2.60. 
mall Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at lea -t one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, 


By BARONY, the celebrated artist of New 
: York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or large size |. .  .  . 40cents 

Photo or card size DET 20 " 

Life-size Lithograph. 21527 . .  , 60 “ 
Postage paid. 


D. M, BENNETT, 
14 EIGHTE ST.. New Yon. 


$5 to $2 per day at home, Sampirs 
i worth $5 free. Address STIN- 
JON & 00 Portiand Maina iyd 


$66 &weekin your own town. Terms and 
$5 outfit_free. Address H, HALLETT & 
QO.. Portland, Maine. 1y21 


$12 A WEEK. $122 day at home easily made, 
Outfit free, Address TRUE & O0., Augusta, 
Maine 1v21 


W. S. Bell’s Lectures. 


1. Yhomas Paine. 
2. Jesns Christ. 


1. Hell, and Persecution. i 

2. What Has Freethought to Of- 
fer in Place of Christianity ? 

3. Revivals of Religions. 


PRESS NOTICES. 


He is a good speaker, a perfect gentleman, 
a scholar, and wel! acquainted with the subjects 
on which he gpeaks.— ONE OF HIS AUDIENOE, 
in “Ipswich Chronicle.” 


Mr. Bellis a profound thinker and an elo- 
quent speaker. His points are clear and dis- 
tinet, and he does not fail to convince—" Hull’s 
Crucible.” " 

Mr. Bell is a gentleman cf fine scholarly at- 
tainments and a very pleasing speakor.—''Ban- 
ner of Light.” 

Mr. Bell is a pleasing speaker, polite to oppo- 
nente, but. of course, radical in his views.— 
“Marietta Register.” 

Bro. Bell is a first-class speaker, and handles 
his subjects in a masterly manner,—Mks. FRANK 
KoEENE, in " Boston Investigator.” 

He is a gentleman of recognized superior 
ability not only as a public speaker, but in the 
use of his pen.—' New Bedford Signal.” 


For terms, etc., address 
W. S. BELL, 
No. 78 Fourth Bt., Naw BEDFORD, Mass. 


JUST ISSUED. 
A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK, 


Oontaining nearly 100 pages, in pamphiet form; 
shows how Chronic Diseases ean be posi'ively 
eured by ah original system of practice. It con- 
tains valuable and euggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides iliustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to BB eost of mailing. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO, 
129 East 28th Street, N, Y. 
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JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 
Sixteen Saviors or None; 


OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
ji cal Gun. 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Joun T. Perry's “ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Oineinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars.of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isa review of Kersey Graves!" Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work. but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading argumentsof the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of grthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his '" Ecclesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry's witnesses and author- 
ities. one by- one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selves, put condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This teature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn " state's evi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from. many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illuetrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, “A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a Zreuse spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
Work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M, BENNETT, 


AND TRANSITION ; 


EPIC AND ARGUMENT, 
190 Pages wellbound, . . . 


WOMAN'S WAY OUT: 
Thirty-five Essays on Dress , . 10 cents. 


LOVE 
AN 


$1.00, 


PROGRESS vs. FASHION: 


Full Essay on Dress, 10 cts. post paid, from 
. this office, 


Six Lectures on Astronomy, 


By Pro. RIcHARD A. Prooroz, 
Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 


this city, in the winter of 1875-6,and were re. 
ported honographically expressly for THE 
BUTH SEEKER by Miss M. 8. Gontcharoff. This 


is the most popular course of Lectures ever de« 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person, Price 20 cents, 


The titles of the Lectures are: 


Growth of Worlds, : 

Life and Death of Worlds, 

Other Worlds than Ours. 

Other Suns than Ours. 

The Great Mysteries of the Universe, 
Religion and Astronomy, 


D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth st.. N., Y. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION. 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures." 


I 
IL 
UL 
IV. 


V. 
Vi 


ContunTs.—"The Gods,” "Humboldt," “Thos, 
Paine,” ‘ Individuality,” ‘Heretics and Her- 
egies,” Price, 50 cents. 


Vol. II. "The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures." 
OoNTENTS.—" The Ghosts,” “Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “ Declaration of Independ- 
ence," " Farming in Tyinoie, “Speech at Oin- 


Ginnati,” “The Past Rises M 
Dream” Price 50 cents. efore Me Like a 


Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 

Imperial, or large size. ... -..... 40 cents, 

Photo, or card 826... ........... 20 cents. 

Life-size lithograph, 21x27...... 50 cents. 


Postage paid, 


Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25. 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
14 Eighth St., New York, 
THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 

An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Justout. By 


COOURTLANDT PALMER, 
Price, 26 cents. b 5 


EPITOME 


OF THE 
Positive Philosophy 
^ AND 
RELICION 5 HUMANITY. 


THIRD EDITION, with CHART and INTRO- 
DUOTION. By T. B. WAKEMAN, Esq, 
Just out. Price, 25 cents. 


|KNOW T HYS ELF! 


TEE untold miseries that re- 
sult from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medicai work pub- 
lished by tha PEABODY MED- 
IOAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
J.ntirled The Science of Life; 


em S or, Selt Preservation. Tix. 
austed vitality, nervous and physical debility, 


ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc» 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price ofthe book, Bound in French 
cloth : orice only $1, sent by mail post-paid. 

The London Lancet says: '" No person should 
be without this valuable book. e author isa 
noble benefactor.” ] 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. 

Theauthor refers by 


permission to JOS. 8. 
FISHER, President; 


I, P. INGRAHAM. vioe- 
. GAUNT 


Presidant; W, PAINE. M.D.; 0. S. G T, 

.D.; H. J. DOUCET, M.D, ; R. H. KLINE, M.D.; 
J.R. HOLCOM *, M.D YNCH, M.D. ; and 
M. R. CONNELL, 


Address Dr. W, H. PAR- 
KER, No.4 Bulfinch street, 
Boston, Mass. Tbe author 


HEAL 
may be E ree m All die: 
miagrimsilader THYSELF 

FROM 


A SERIES OF LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 


D. M. BENNETT 


WHILE IN PRISON IN 


LUDLOW-STREET JAIL. 


SHOWING THE 


Injustice of his Mock Trial and 
the Meanness of his Perse- 
cutors, with Reports of a 
Large Number of Un- 
` just Persecutíons in 
Europe and in 
this Country. 


ALSO GIVING A 


Succinct Account of the 
Thousands of Christian Perge- 
cutions that hav Taken Place in 
the Centuries Gone. The Cruelties 
which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
which is added some of 


MR. BENNETT;S 
LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 


PENITENTIARY, 


650 pp., 12mo, with steel plate engraving 
of the author. Price, $1.50. 


Revelations of Antichrist 


O9ONOERNING 
Christ and Christianity. 


“This volume gives ug mountains of evidence ` 
that the Christ of the Bible was never born, 
never crucified. never died. . . It contains 
muore deep researches into the far back pages 
of antiquity than any volume I ever read 
ANTIOHBIST proves from history that James 
Kepha (Cephas, alias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Christian era, and so did Jesus 
Christ—indeed, many Ohrists and many by the 
name of Jesus, . . In my precious collection 
of Liberal works I hav placed this last valuable 
acquisition first and foremost of ahl.” 

The book contains Gs maana ih enn, 

e contain pages. with a very ful 
Index and table of contents. Price. $200. zau 


THE ROOT OF THE MATTER, 
SAMSON ; 


A Myth -Storv of the Snn. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ac- 


cording to the Holy Men 


. of Old. 


The author of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythical in its character. He presents 
us à number of copies to be disposed of in the 
interest of Tax TRUTH SEEKER. All who pure 
chase will therefore ald Tae TRUTH SEEKER to 
the amount of their purchase, ‘or add to the 
Bennett fund as they may choose, 

Samson, 20 cents; Gospel of the Kingdom: 
vols.. each, 80 cent, 
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The Truth Seeker, Kay 1, 1880. 


MRS. H. S. LAKE | 


OF CALIFORNIA 
Liberal and Freethought Lecturer 


Will receive calls to lecture before Liberal 
Soiritualistic societies on Peu 
he following are titles of some of her lectures: 


Infidel Integrity versus Christi $ 
Separation of Church and State, Pese 
. The Spiritual Philosophy, what it is.and what 


tis not. 
The Sunday Question. 
Thomas Pains, Patriot and Hero. 
Creme aird, de Causes; or, What shall we do 
After Liberalism. What ? 
Life beyond the Grave, . 
Jesus Ohris*. the Reformer. 
The oprea Tyrannies, New T 
rror &ad the New Truth. 
The Scientific Aspect of Prayer. eto., etc. 


VOLUNTARY OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


A lecture replete with eloguence.—San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle. 

Sne is a powerful advocate of the cause she 
has espoused.—San Jose Mercury. 

re, Lake is the best lady lecturer that hes 
ever &poeared before a Poriland audience. 
Portland Oregonian, 

& Speaker sue is vastly superior to any 
woman we hav ever heard; for beauty of dic- 
tion, depth of thoughr, and grace in delivery 
she is remarkable.—Salem ( Or.) Record. 

She has the power of entrancing her audi- 
ence, and, by her eloquence, commanding the 
19^ Deot of those most opposed to her.—Corvallis 

Mra. Lake is one of the finest orators we hav 
ever listened to. Oan hardly be excelled by any 
&peRker on this coast, either man or woman.— 
Yreka Journal. 3 

er eloquenee and masterly style giv evi- 
dence of a highly cultivated mind as weii as a 
complete comprehension of her subject, — Eure- 
ka ( Nev.) Sentinel. 

hatever cause she espouses has in her an 
advocate of more power and brillianey than is 
usually found on the rostrum, and her infiu- 
ence will be felt wherever she: goes8,— Council 
Bluffs Nonpareil. 

Pieasant appearance, graceful carriage, & 
good eloeutionist, eloquent, using well-chosen 
anguage to express her ideas.—UClinton Herald, 

Mrs. Lake is & brilliant speaker, finely cul- 
tured, R trained elocationist, gna & poworful 

oeate of truth, reason, aud constitutiona 
liberty.—Ze Claire Pilot. 


She may be addressed, Clinton, Iowa. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER, 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Ohampagne, France. 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and lett as his 

Last Will and Testament” to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled '* Oom- 
mon Sense.” 

This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


hich the last 

century ys “Age 
of m 

Voltaire's " Philosophical Dictionary” 

basket of champagne compared with & cask of 

fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 

and humane act in translating bis book 80 well. 
AMES 


AXTON. 
Price, cloth, $1.50; paper, $1.00. 
D. M SENN IE, 11 wiuenth Rt.. N, Y. 


FAMILY CREEDS, 


BY 


WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
Author of “EXETER 
HALL,” “HEATHENS OF THE 


HEATH,” ete. 

To any who hav read either of this 
favorite Liberal writer’s other ro- 
mances, it only need be said that this 
468 pp. 


is not inferior to them. 
In cloth, $1.25. 


For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141.8th street, N. Y. 


ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE. 


Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural Address 
and the famous articles of 
Prof. Tyndall ana Sir Henry Thompson 
ON PRAYER, 

With Portrait and Biographical Sketch of 
Prof. Tyndall. And opinions of his ser- 
vices by the eminent scientist, Prof, 

H. HELMHOLTZ, 


Paper, 12mo, 105pp., 25 cts.; cloth, heavy 
tinted paper, 50 cts. Inaugural and por- 
trait only, 12mo, paper, 69pp., 10 cts. 
Prof. Tyndall has inaugurated a new era in 

sclentifie development, and has drawn the 

sword in a battle whose clash of arms will 
presently resound through the civilized world. 

—N, Y. Commercial Advertiser, 


Prot, Tyndall Crosses the Rubicon.—It is the |, 


orening address of the president of the most 
mportant convention of scientific men in the 
world. Every line of it, breathes thought, 
power, eloquence. It is in many respects one 


of the most extraordinary, utterances of our 
time. 72V, Y, Tribune, 


SOCIALISM. 
A REPLY TO 
ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D. D. 
BY AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST. 
12mo, 67pp., 25 cts. ; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blàmes Dr. Hiteheock that the latter per- 
ceives a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 


weakest must go to the wall. It is against his 
passiveness that "Socialist" cries out. Istbere 


owes me a living,” he affirms “the world owes 
me a chance to make a living."—N. Y, Herald. 


AND SOCIAL VIEWS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 206pp. Price $1. 


The author's conception of & possible future 
lifeon this earth is really eloquent and beauti- 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see 
what a philanthropic business man has to say 
upon the social problem, from a poor man’s 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the book. The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals " Society” in all its ramificas 
tions of corruption and inhumanity; his ear- 
nest and manly plea for the social regeneration 
of the lower classes—will, nnless we are much 
mistaken, make the book the best-abused and 
best-liked production of the day by these two 
classes respectively.—Critical Review, 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 
- IRON-OLAD SERIES. 
0. 


1. Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh.......... 
2, Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake, 5 
7. Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Muller... 10 
8. Religion ot Iohumanity. F, Harrison... 20 
9, Relation of Witeheratt to Religion. 
LIEEEUEEETELPDOGIITIETESYUIDTLDIL ID 15 
13, Essay on Miracles. David Hume... 10 
14. Land Question. Oharles Bradlaugh..... 
15. Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 
Charles Bradiaugh.....-..........uuuese 
16. Why do Men Starve? Oharles Brad- 
RUZh..eossssscsessasssoaseseconseseosareeo 
17. Logic of Life, Deduced from the Princi- 
nie of Freethought. Q. J. Holyoake.. 
18, A Plea for Atheism. Oharles Bradiaugh. 
19. Large or 8ma!] Families ? A. Holyoake, 
20. Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
m. Pict, Austin Hotyoake..... PA 
. Defenee of Secular Principles. C. Watts. 
. Ig the Bible Reliable? O. Watts,........ 
3, The Christian Deliy, O, Watta........... 
Moral Value of tha Bible. O. Watts 
i Freethought and Modern Progress, 
FT PEERS m TEPPPPPEEE S 
. Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
da on Civilization. C. Watts i 


v f 
A ACMA AA A NARTA 


lr ERSTER 
44. Logie of Death; or, Why should the 
Atheist Fear to Die. G.J, Holyoake, 
41, Poverty: Its Effects onthe Political Con- 
dition of the Eeople. Oharies Brad- 
URH., ooeeccccccccnccoccscvcsccssesvcvesen 


MANNA SERIES, 


8. New Life of David. Oharles Bradlaugh. 
5, 200 Questions Without Answers........... 
6, Dialogue Between a Ohristian Missionary 
and a Ohinese Mandarin................ 1 
7. Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bish- 


ops by & Weak but Zealous Christian. 10 
8. Roaroh After Heaven and Hell. A. Hoi- . 

yOBEKO..... eene esee nn n D 
9, New Life of Jonah. Charles Bradlaugh. 6 
10. A Few Words Aboutthe Devil. Charles 

Bredlaugh.................. eere eee 5 
11. New Life of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh, 5 
12. Danieithe Dreamer. A. Holyoake...... 10 
18. Specimen of the Bible: Esther. A. Hol- 

YORK. +22 re ee eee creer 10 
14. Acts of the Apostles: A Faroe, 

STETIT m 

15. Ludicrous Aspects of Ohristianit 

Holyoake........eeeeeeree ehe hene 10 


16. Twelve Apostles, Charles Bradlaugh.. 
17. Who was Jesus Ohrist? Oharles Brad- 


augh, 
19, New Life of Abraham, Obharles Brad- 
BUD. «cese horret eer rM " 
20, New fite of Moses. Oharles Bradlaugh. 6 
21. A Secular Prayer. A. Holyake, Per doz, 10 


The Best on this Theme Yet. 
“AN ESSAY ON THE BIBLE 


NARRATIVE OF CREATION.” 


By Augustus R. Grote, A.M. 


The Boston Commonwealth says: It is a ra- 
tionalistic examination of the goripture ac- 
count, with a conclusion that the literal teach- 
ing of the theory is injurious to the mind. as it 
proves an impediment to intellectual advance- 


ment. 

The Boston Zraveler says: He has given a 
clear, yet condensed, criticism from the liter- 
ary and acientific poinis of view. An eloquent 
and forcible protest against the tyranny of 
dogma. He endeavors to show that all efforts 
to reconcile science with a literal interpreta- 
tion of the account of Genesis must only end in 
confusion. 

The Popular Science Monthly says: The dis- 
Crepancies between the two accounts are very 
fully indicated, and the different points of view 
from which they were written expleined. , . . 
Interesting chapters follow on the myths of the 
old. world, which resemble those of Genesis. 
The book is characterized by directness of 
argument, andthe best material has been dili- 
gently used. . . . Tne arebseologist and 
philologist will find many new points in the 
book. which is noteworthy for its additions to 
Bele x as Well as ror ite cpu literary 
merits, K'aper 40 enis. ors y 
D. M, BEN NETT, 


no help for the miserable? he asks. The doc- 
trine that government should merely “protect,” 
he attacks, and insists that it should " assist,” 
also, While he does not believe that ‘‘ property 
is robbery,” or wholly subscribe to "the world 


— 1 Nc es 
A BUSINESS MAN'S RELIGIOUS 


| JUST PUBLISHED ! 
| A New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PRRERDLOCY, 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., - 


' Graduate of the Hygeio-'Therapeutic College |. ` 


and the New York Phrenological 
Institute, 


This work is intended both as & chart for the 
use of phrenologists and a text-book for stu- 
dents of phrenology. As a chart it will be 
found fuller and more complete than any other 
work of its sizs on this subject. It contains in 
addition to the Table of Davelopments,’’ one 
of "Adaptation to Different Pursuits.” and one 
of “Conjugal Adaptation.” These tables being 
perfectly easy to understand, are calculated to 
render the work at once both interesting and 
useful, The work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
functions, health, ete., and all the faculties and 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvement, Its explauation 
of the principles of phrenology, eto, and its 
other important remarks will be found well 
adapted to the needs of students and others 
who may desire to acquire’an elementary knowl- 
edge of phrenology with as little outlay of time 
and labor as possible. In short, thig work will 
be found weli adapted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and phrenological examiners. 

The work contains 105 pages, with an excellent 
map of the head, showing the locations of all 
the faeulties, and is handsomely printed and 
bound. Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth. 75 cents, 
` ress D. M. BENNETT, 

141 Eighth St., N. Y. 


DE. HINGET'S NEW BOOK. 


“MEDICAL 600D SENSE" 


N: 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 
—EMBRAOING— 
BEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 


CAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2, It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases, It unfolds some ofthe deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s: xual relation. 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint, It fully 
&nswers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 before 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, Well bound, matled free. Contents table 
Bent free for stamp, 


DR. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Liberal friends and patients throughout 
the United States and Oanadas that he is, as 
usual, treating 


ALL OHRONIO DISEASES, 


&nd positively curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced ineurable. Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr. K. is meeting with re- 
markable success in curing obstinate cases of 
Spermatorrhoa, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes, Epilepsy, 
Paralysis. Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Oatarrh, 
Asthma. Bronchitis. Consumption, Dysentery, 
Piles, Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, 
Genitel Organs, and all diseases of women. 


Consultation Free, Address 
T. R. KINGET, M. D., 
317 East 14th 8t., New York, 


Questions for Invalids free. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 
DR. FOOTES HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year and for the AMEBIOAN ILLUSTRAT- 


ED Pronounorna PookET DIOTIONARY, con- 
taining 30,000 wordg. 


ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE'S 
HEALTH MONTHLY 


For one year and for a large center-table book 
containing the Complete Works of Shakspere ! 
Do not forget to send 26 cents to Pp, postage or 
35 cents if you want it registered, Address 


MUBRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO., 
129 E. 28th st.. New York city. 


THE 


Anonymous Hypothesis 
: OF 


Creation. 
A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
'..— Account. 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Oloth; price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N, Y. . 


Philosophy of Spiilualim, 


Pathologv and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
for Women. 


Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874, 
Cloth; price 50 cents, For sale by 
D, M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth Bte N. Y. 
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STANDARD WORKS. 
Published by D. M. BENNETT, 

141 Eighth St., New York. 


The Worid's Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers. By D. M. sewer, 
Editor of Tam ‘RUTH 'SkExER. Octavo; 
second edition; enlarged and revised. : Being 
the biographies and. important doctrines of 
the most distinguished te&chers, philoso- 
phers, reformers, innovators, founders of 
new schools of thought and religion, disbe- 
lievers in current theology, and the deepest 
thinkers and most active humanitarians of 
the world, from Menu down through the 
succeeding three thousand. years to our own 
time, Price, cloth, $3; leather, €4; mo- 
roceo, gilt edges, $4.50. 1 

The Champions of the Church: 
Their Crimes and Persecutions, By 
D. M. BENNETT. Biographical sketches of 


‘eminent Christians, from the time of the 


reputed founder of. Christianity to the 
present. A companion book to ''The- 
World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers,” 
Containing & correct history of the distin- 
guished ornaments and diabolical characters 
of the church. A full account is given of 
the bloody wars which Christianity has in- 
humanly waged to spread its rule. It also 
givesa history of Jesuitism for three contu- 
ries. The whole is based upon Christian 
authorities, Price, cloth, $2; leather, $4; 
moroecn, gilt edges, $4.50, 

Analysis of Religious Belief. Dy 
VISCOUNT AMBERLEY, son of Lord John 
Russell, who was twice Premier of England. 
Complete, from the London edition, This 
remarkable work has attracted unusual stten- 
tion in England. It is the work of a brilliant 
young lord of Christian parents, who was 
brought up in the Christian faith, but who, 
upon investigation and reflection, became a 
decided unbeliever ; the result of which is 
the elaborate work here named, the prepara- 
tion of which occupied him severa] years. 
Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 


gilt edges, $4.50. à 
The Great Works of Thomas 
Paine, Complete. New edition. The 
cheapest and best ever solu. Contains Life 
of Paine; his theological writings—the Age 
of Reason, Examination of Prophecies, 
Reply to Bishop Llandaff, Letter to Mr. 
Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter to Camille 
Jordan, Of the Religion of Deism ; his po- 
litical Writings—Common Sense, The Crisis 
(Nos, I. to XVI. inclusive), and The Right.: 
of Man. All in one octavo volume, with a 
fine steel portrait of Paine, Cloth, $3; 
leather, $43 morocco, gilt, $4.99. : 
Supernatural Religion: An in- 
quiry into the Reality of Divine 
Revelation, Decided:y the ablest work 
in this line ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
terest than this. It was issued anonymously, 
and the great inquiry was, ‘‘ Who is the 
author ?” It is most damaging to the claims 
of Christianity, and its positions and state- 
ments have never been refuted by the clergy, 


-it is very scholarly, and enters into the cx- 


amination of the original Greek in detail and 
with great exactness. : Three 8vo vclumes in 
one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 
which sells at $15.00. The London Times, 
in speaking of this great work, uses this lan- 
guage : ‘‘ No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 
and effect on the thinking part of the com- 
munity as this work. It has done more to 
open the eyes of the ignorant and credulous, 
and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and 
superstition, than any other book.” Pub- 
lished complete in a volume of 1,000 pages, 
with afullindex, at the following low prices: 
PET $4; lesther, $9; morocco, gilt edges, 
50. 

Nature's Revelations of Charac- 
ter; or, Physiognomy Milustrated, 
Being the moral and vohtıve dispositions of 
mankind as manifested in the human form 
and countenance. By Josera Simms, M.D. 
This work ig the fruit of twenty years’ dili- 
gent observation of nature, and presents a 
new and complete analysis and classification 
of the powers of the human mind and body, 
together with the physiognomical signs by 
which every faculty is disclosed. In one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 260 
cuts. Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4; mo- 
rocco, gilt edzes, $4.50. 

Paine's Theological Works, In 
one volume, comprising Age of Reason, Ex- 
amination of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop 
Liandaff, Letter to Mr. Eskine, Essay on 
Dreams, Of the Religion of Deism, eto., 
with a Life and fine steel portrait of Paine. 
Cloth, $1.50. 

Paine's Political Works, In one 
volume, Comprising Common Sense, The 
Crisis (Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), The Rights 
of Man, and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait. Cloth. $1.50, 

The Age of Reason. By Txomas 
PAWE. Large type. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. 

The Age of Reason and the Ex- 
amination of Prophecies. By Taom- 
as Parne. Large type, Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

Common Sense, By THomas Paine, 
His first and most important political work, 


Paper, BS cents, E 
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Notes and Clippings. 


Tum venerab’e Elizur Wright presided at the 
Bennett meeting on Sunday night. Comstock 
wasn't there.—Zruth. 


AMERICA has now nearly one hundred varió- 
ties of native grapes under eultivation, and 
more than eight hundred varieties of pears. 


Tue Benedictine order of monks has given to 
the church forty popes, two hundred cardinals, 
fifty patriarchs, sixteen hundred and thirty 
&rehbisnops, and numerous canonized saints. 


Tux Rochester Society of Progress is a Ger- 
man organization to oppose Sunday laws and 
to favor the taxation of church property. The 
intention is to establish similar societies 
throughout the country. 


Tar Rev. Dr. Armitage is telling the Baptist 
ministers some plain truths, which they will 
doubtless profit by. But whom could he hay 
been alluding to when he said that the Divine 
Spirit was not pledged to every lazy scoundrel 
who, from worldly motives, joins the ministry? 


A NonwiIcH botanist, amazed the other day at 
the rapid growth of a fungus, calculated that it 


had developed 10,000,000 cells in one day, or 116 it possible, to the persistent falsehoods by: 


cells a second. Prof. Gray, however, cites an 
instance where a century plant formed 2,000,- 
000,000 cells in twenty-four hours, or 231,481 cells 
a second. 

THE Rev. F. D. Moore, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian church of Covington, Kentucky, 
preached that Sunday laws were contrary to 
the teachings of the Bible and common sense, 
His Presbytery has voted unanimously that the 
sermon was heretical, and Mr. Moore has re- 
signed his charge. 


. Tus refusal of Charles Bradlaugh to take the 
oath, by kissing the Bible, upon his taking his 
seat in Parliament. is creating not alittle ex- 
eitement on the other side of the water, Itis 
quite probable that the law will be changed so 
that a man ean affirm who conscientiously can- 
not take the usual Christian oath. 


Tur Rey. F. W. Handford, of London, Ont., 
“the most eloquent preacher and popular lec- 
turer in Canada.” and pastor of a fashionable 
Congregational church, is charged with drunk- 
enness, embezzlement, and Beecherjam. The 
accusers are two of his deacons,  Handford 
says he has been indiscreet, but not immoral. 


THousaNnps of tons of Limburger cheese are 
produced every season, mostly in the states of 
New Xorx and Wisconsin, at a cost of less than 
half that of the imported article. It finds its mar- 
ket and is consumed mostly by our German- 
American population. It is more. profitable to 

the farmer and maker than any other kind of 
cheese, because from a given quantity of milk 
more weigtt is obtained and better prices are 
realized, 

A GERMAN physician claims to hav discovered 
a means of dyeing the eyes of animals in gen- 
eral, and of man in particular,any color he 
pleases. He is accompanied on his travels by a 
dog with a rose-colored eye, a cat with an 
orange-red eye, a monkey with a chrome-yel- 
low eye, & negro with one black and one blue 
eye, and a negress with one eye gold-colored 
aud the other silver-white, The doctor says 
that his process, instead of injuring, strength- 
ens and improves the sight. 


Comstock protests too much. Whenever he 
gets spanked in one of his prosecutions, he 
protests, And now he protests insultingly 
against the decision of Commissioner Allen in 
discharging Mr. Williams. I. is, perhaps, more 
fortunate for Mr. Comstock than he imagines 
that Mr. Williams was not driven to atrial. It 
ig shrewdly surmised that all the evidence for 
the defense was not developed at the examina. 
tion before Commissioner Allen, and if it had 
been, Mr. Comstock would probably hav pro- 
tested more vehemently than ever.—Truth, 


Tye vast and respectable audience that at- 
tended the ‘reception of D. M. Bennett on Sun- 
day night proves that there is an immense re- 
spectable element in New York that is opposed 
to the practice of Anthony Comstock in inter- 


unless the man represented in his suffering an ! Association, and it was the cause of the little Md 


unpopular idea which they approved. and they ! delay in the proceeding. The above item is 
certainly did not approve indeceney,— Truth. from the La Porte ({nd.) Argus of April 29, 1880, 
` The association referred to is the Young Men’s 
Mac ne. Jolian 9t Burlington, Vt.. for . Ohristian Association, Isend it to you think- 
poh or de Mebosi ore e Vermont confer" ing perhaps you might be willing to use It in 
ethodist church, a year ago was | making & point against the champion liar of 
compelled by ill health to temporarily giv up! modern times. The politeness of Mr. Cook’s 
his work. He tried to practice medicine, and ' conduot is nothing to speak of. but thén he 
mapucoenstully sought a position in New York. | knew the class of men he was dealing with, and 
Dee Bed nor oA birth on the steamboat | that if they were anything like himself they 
rix Ely Bie x pees h i sep Pee 9 i would not let a good chance to take a mean 
Kors, and, moved by a desire for ; advantage of some one eseapa. I hav seen no 
revenge, he pilfered towels and napkins from dispatch from New York as to your release, I 
ae bag aah a Fis He was arrest- | hope soon to know that you are free and once 
penitent any, but discharged as he Was very | morgin a position to pour hot shot iuto the 
: camps of the Philistines, Fraternally yours, 

zd ike dove of peace is hovering over the —8. P. L. 

rooklyn Presbytery, it must be at & great A 

; $ MONG those who identify themselves with 
hight, Ina published letter, the Rev. Dr. Van | the Protestant Christian religion of the present 


Dyke aceuses one of his Talmagian brethren 
of telling infamous falsehoods: apropos of 
one of these, he inquires whether it is creditable 
that the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 


day, which, by the way, is the residuum left of 
.the religion Jesus taught, after a distillation of 
the latter through heathen ceremonies, Catholic 
creeds, and Puritan bigotry, and bears no more 


church, when sitting in Talmage’s Tabernacle, ! y 
consumed nine gallons of wine at a single cele- | hg espns to s shan à bad Spin goar 
bration of the Lord's Buprer; and he expresses | ee ne, attendance at s ens i s 
in dosing an earnest hope at tho Presbytery | aë no qoshtyeongtovaion in Now Vor 
Wili ak last "Goa tho necessity of putting a ston, semblei Fosterdar picis or. evening before 


which the very n whose house cf worship there were not liveried 
very name of the Presbyterian chursh | sonohmen waiting patientiy for their mastere 


in this city is covered 
sight of God and inan? With disgrhos; in: the and mistresses to emerge from the presence of 
their Master and a contemplation of his divine 


IT is rumored that the pope is about to issue, j £00dness, Presumably there must be some pro- 
or has issued, a papal manifesto based on the | Vision in the divine plan for the salvation of 
political struggle in Ireland. Itseems that the, this lower grade of mortale—perhaps a little 
supreme pontiff has, according to his instruc- | heaven for servants, whose portals may be 
tions, been kept informed by telegraph of the | passed without a weekly attendance at the sanc- 
course and progress of public affairs over | tuary of the Lord or a communion with his 
there, and that he has been profoundly im. Saints on earth. 
uei ads SEL Lie Gtiesthod: he PNE PROBABLY the most remarkable assemblage 
nell victories are considered to mark a new OLUN epoi ope ae ga tor ae 
departure in the relations of the priests and is now visible north of the sun's equator, The 

spots extend in a row, approximately parallel 


their flocks. Tbe Vatican is expected in this 
crisis to thunder against Mr. Parnell and his 
lieutenants as revolutionary propagandists, 
whose aim is to transplantto Irish soil conti- 
nental socialism and Infidelity. 


A WzoNG Mopt oF PUNISEHMENT.— Whatever 
there may hav been wrong in the publications 
of Mr. D. M, Bennett, we believe the mode of his 
punishment was utterly wro: g and inexcusable, 
He was imprisoned a year in the Albany peni- 
tentiary for circulating ceriain printed matter 
through the United gates mails. Now, to allow 
an espionage by the government over the mails, 
for & purpose however pure and good, is to do 
away with freedom of speech and of the press, 
and to surrender our liberties, In fact, a gov- 
ernmont censorship of the mails is one of the 
most hateful species of oppression a free man 
can conceive of. If it can be-used for one pur- 
pose itcan be used for any other. The very 
idea is wholly incompatible with liberty. Such 
a law would never hav been allowed to find its 
way On the statute book in the early days of our 
history. And we do not believe it will be long 
tolerated now.—Sun, 


IT must surprise people to hear of & minis- 
ter's resigning his pastorate and giving up the 
preaching of the gosr el because he has come to 
the conelusion that he is not & Christian. But 
that was the reason the Rev, George Ohainey, & 
Unitarian minister, recently gave for resigning 
the charge of a church in Evansville, Indiana. 
He startled his congregation on a recent Sun- 
day by announcing that he was not a Chris- 
tian, and that, inasmuch as his. church declared 
itself Christian, it was plainly his duty to hand 
in his resignation as its pastor. He shows that 
he is an honest man in giving up the charge of 
& Christian church when he finds he is no 
longer a Ohristian. He also shows that he is— 
what few men are—an honest critic of himself. 
If everybody tested his religious belief and his 
religious practice by the Christian standards as 
they are laid, down in the New Testament, and 
accepted the result with equal candor, pernaps, 
instead of being a remarkable exception, the 
Rev. Mr. Chainey would find hs was lost to 
sight in the crowded ranks of the majority.— 
Sun, 


“THE Rey. Joseph Cook, after going on the 


fering with Freethought literature, upon the | stage and in the presence of the audience, de- 
pretense that it is indecent. That audience f manded his pay before proceeding with his 


could never hav been collected to welcome a 


lecture. It was the first ease of the kind that 


with the equator, over a distance of about 140,000 
miles. They are congregated into five prinel 
pal groups, which comprise the largest spots. 
are surrounded by enormous penumbra, or 
rings of shade, About the largest spots, and 
scattered along between the groups, are smaller 
| spots in great numbers, some &o minute that a 
high telescopic power is required to show 
them. Around the whole wonderful proces- 
sion, in which about thirty apots were counted 
recently, and for thousands of miles on each 
side of it, the surface of the sun is heaped up 
into those ridges of light that the astronomers 
eall faculæ. A good view of these spots may be 
obtained with an ordinary teleseope magnity- 
: twenty-five times. When seen with an as- 


tronomical telescope their appearance is start- 
ling, especially when their images are thrown 
upon ascreen in adarkened room. These im- 
ages can be enormously magnified; then, by & 
kind of stereoscopic effect. they strikingly 
resemble the vast sun caverns they represent, 


Tue decision of Commissioner Allen in the 
complaint made against Edward F, Williams, of 
Greenpoint, who was accused of malling an 
indecent letter, is perfectly just. The Oommis- 
Bloner holds that as the letter was sealed and 
Inelosed in an ordinary envelope, and was not 
Been by any one except the author until it was 

į received and opened by the person to whom it 
was addressed, it does not come under the act 
of Congress exeluding from the mails letters 
upon whose envelopes improper language is 
written. Accordingly he dismisses the com- 
plaint without going into the merits of the evi- 
dence that has been offered respecting the au- 
thorship of the letter. This, we say, isa sound 
and just decision. It is high timo that every 
form of government espionage and every kind 
of peeping into .he inner contents of documents 
sent by the mails were entirely abolished, If 
government agents can be allowe to inquire 
into what is inside of sealed papers that are 
committed to the post-office, and to reject them 
for any one reason. they can do so for any other 
reason: and presently they will be determining 
that the political sentiments or the social views 
of such documents are such that they must be 
excludad and their writers punished; and when 
it comes to this, what remains of individus] 
freedom will not be worth much. This thing 
should be stopped. Liberty may hav its incon- 
veniences and its evils, but the methods now 
employed to cheek them are infinitely worse 


mas who had just emerged frem state prison, had evor happened: with the Young Men's than they, and more intolerahle.—Syn. 
ai: bp: Wah pi deum vog Y Lc Y E 1 = FS tiv 
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CIENCE HALL, 141 8th St.,} - 
SOT ELA Et BROADWAY. d $3 per Year. 


Events of the Week. 


Tx Chilian fisct has bombarded Callao, with 
what effect is not known. 

A Mormon temple war dedicated in Ohicago 
on the 2d, by Joe Smith, Jr. 

Five Ohinamen applied for naturalization 
papers in this city a few days ago. : 

THE schooner Northman has sunk on Lake 
Ontario, carrying down eight person. 


A THIRTY thousand dollar church was burnt 
to the ground at Paterson, N. J., on the 1st, 


A. SUBMARINE telegraph cable has been laid - 


between Singapore and the'Philippine Islands. 


A HUNGRY tramp in Milwaukee was given a 
bountiful meal not long since, and he ate him» 
self to death. ; 

Tux Supreme Court of California has ordered 
another writ of habeas corpus in the case of 
Denis Kearney. 

* 

A THIRTY-s1x HOUR walking-match for one- 
legged men is announced to come off soon in 
Paterson, N. J. . : 

Twenty persons were killed by an explosion 
in a fireworks factory at Pantin, near Paris, 
France, on the ist. i 

TuE Rev. Mr. Hunt, of Brooklyn, has been 
arrested for committing assault and battery 
on his step-children, 

DuniNG a riot in Paterson, N. J., on Sunday 
last, one man was shot and killed and quite a 
number were severely injured. B 


A PARTY of Bt. Louisians, including an ex- 
mayor, were murdered by Indians near White 
‘Oaks, New Mexico, on the 25th ult, 


W. H. VANDERBILT has sold forty-two million 
dollars’ worth of his ratiroad stock and will 
now travel in Europe for his health. 


Tom Scott, the railroad King, has resigned 
his position as president of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, sold his stock, and retired from rail- 
roading. 

Hayes wants a few more Benedicts on the 
bench. He has just appointed Postmaster- 
General Key United States Judge for the Haste 
ern D'strict of Tennessee, 


An Infidel and a Christian in Olean, this state 
quarreled recently on a theological question, 
Soon afterward the pious church-member set 
fre to the Infidel’s house. 


Tre four Pennsylvania politicians recently 
convicted of that most demoralizing of crimes. 
bribing a legislature, were immediately par< 
doned by their friend the governor. 


Tur brig Lizzle M. Merrill foundered off Capa 
Hatteras in a recent gale. The captain, the only 
‘survivor of a erew of nine, was rescued. after 
drifting on a plank eighty-one hours. 


Two drunken white men lately entered am 
.Indian lodge at Camp Sheridan, Nebraska, and. 
killed an Indian chief, besides wounding his 
wife. The whites unfcrtunately got off safe, 


A FEW days ago ateamster fell over a precie 
pice two hundred and seventy-five feet high, on. 
the bank of the Hudson, near Closter, N. J., and. 
was dashed to pieces. He drove over the proci- 
pice in the dark. 

Mr. Sgonzs, the Maryland farmer who mare 
ried his eleven-year-old step-daughter some 
months ago, has been fined five hundred dol- 
lars for his matrimonial venture, as the mara 
riage was illegal. 


A MAN recently undertook to cross Georgian 
Bay, Canada, on the ice, but lost his way. Ha 
wandered nineteen days without food or fire, 
but was at length found horribly emaciated. 
By careful nursing he has at lengta recovered. 


THE recent cyclone in Missouri wrought ter- 
rible havoc. It swept a track a thousand feet 


wide for a distance of forty-six miles, Mep, 


women. children, and cattle were killed or erip- 
pled. Houses and fences were blown to frag~ 
mente, and farming implements were reduced 
to serap iron and kindilng wood, and in many 
places the growing eropa Were covered deep 
with mud and sand. The number of lives lost 
hag not yet heen definitely ascertained. ` 
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NEW YORK, SATURDAY, MAY 8, 1880. - 


Home Again. 


DEAR FRIENDS AND READERS: I am glad to announce to 
you that I am once more at home and seated in the office of 
. Tun TROTE BEEXER. No longer are bars and bolts shut- 
ting me out from tbe free air and sunshine which nature 80 
freely bestows upen all. No longer am I debarred from the 
‘society and intercourse of dear and loved friends. No longer 
do keepers and overseers restrain me from the freedom to 
which Iam justly entitled. -No longer do they order me 
where to direct my eyes, how to hold my hands, how I must 
step with my feet, when and what I must eat, when J must lie 
down, when I may get up, when I may speak, when 1 must 
not speak, when I may write to friends, when I may read 
the letters which friends send me, with the great privilege 
of having the opening and the first reading of them. No 
Jonger do prison rules control me, No longer is the eye of 
surveillance and stern authority constantly upon me. I hav 
served out the unjust sentence pronounced upon me by an 
unjust court, and no lorger is the heel of the government 
of this great and so-called free country pressing upon my 
neck. No longer is it crushing from me the breath, the 
life, and the liberty to which, as a dutiful citizen of this 
republic, I am justly entitled. “No longer do I wear the 
convict’s garb, No longer are the chains of servitude 
fettering my limbs. No longer are locks and bolis restraining 
me. Iam once more a freeman! 

Thursday, the 29th of Apri), was the day of my libera- 
tion. As'early as eight in the morning Deputy-Superin- 
tendent Powers notified me that my term of imprisonment 
was over. My books, papers, letters, certain articles of 
wearing apparel, bedding, etc., were taken to the main 
hall of the prison and packed in a commodious trunk, fur- 
nished by my kind friend Mrs, Van Allen. I aid off, for the 
last time, the felon’s garb and donned a brand new suit of 
citizen’s clothes, which my wife had brought me. . Soon 
after nine the big lock of the hall was opened and I was 
permitted to step forth from the prison proper into the large 
reception and visiting-room, called the ‘‘ guard-room.” 
Here my friends, Daniel E. Ryan, Chairman of the R»cep. 
tion Committee, E. B. Foote, 8r, M.D., Elder G. A. 
Lomas, his friend, John Dye, Jay Chsapel, and others, 
were awaiting me. Hearty hand shakings and congratula- 
tions were the first thing in order. A little speech from the 
Chairman of the Reception Committee was responded to in 
a.few grateful words, and 1 gladly placed myself under the 
Committee’s protection in place of the control of the prison 
cfficials. 


My wife was anxiously. awaiting mein the superintend- 
ents private apartments, and upon my teing conducted 
there we were soon locked in each other's embrace. Kind 
farewells were spoken to me by the members of the superin- 
tendent's family and the officers of the prison. Many good 
wishes were expressed for my future health and happiness, 
and many kindiy hopes heartily pronounced. We parted in 
friendship and perfect good will. For years to come I will 
not forget the kindnesses which during my prison life were 
received from Superintendent McE wen's family. The com- 
mittee had a carriage in waiting st the door; the good-byes 
were quickly and heartily spoken, and we soon rolled away 
from the Albany Penitentiary, never, I trust, to enter its 
walls again. 

As the express train for this city did not leave till 2:40 
P.M., we had more than four hours to spend in looking 
around the city, calling upon friends, etc. Among other 
places, we.visited the new Capitol building—a most mag. 

. nificent and cosily pile—and spent a little time both in the 

Senate and Assembly Chambers. As tbe Legislature was in 

session, we listened awhile to the process of law-makiug. 

In the Assembly the taxation of reservoir or church prop- 

erty was being debated. We learned none of the members’ 

names, but speeches were made, pro and con. We were 

amused by the amendment to an amendment cífered by a 
` venerable, intelligent-looking member—after a sharp speech 
in favor of «qual taxstion—to the effect that *' property of 
all kinds be tree from taxation !” It of course did not pass, 
though if church property is free from taxation, in justice 
all other property ought to be. 

After partaking of an excellent dinner with our dear 
friends, Mr. and Mra, Van Alien, they accompanied us to 
the depot, where we found Elder Lomas anë others in 
waiting. Among ihe friends who called to bid me good. 
bye were Father Maurice Bierl, the Catholic clergyman of 
Bt, Francis! church and one of the chaplains of the prison. 
He came quite a distance, from the upper part of the city, 
to see mecff. I spcke in my last letter of this genial, edu- 
nated, kind-hearted gentleman, with whom during my 
prison life I formed a friendship which I trust will be of 
ielong duretion, He ls a man for whom I entertain a er | 


high respect, one who has less bigotry and less superstition 
and intolerance than-almost any clergyman I have ever met. 

: We arrived here.in New York at a little past seven in the 
evening, and found, upon Stepping from the cars, a large 
number of friends waiting to receive us, and whom I was 
very glad indeed to see. Less than half an bour was spent 
in hand-sbaking, congratulations, and making me welcome 
home, when we took the carriage provided by the Reception 
Committee, which conveyed us te THE TauTH SEEKER. 
office. All the attaches of TuE TRUTH SEEKER were in 
waiting. The office was illuminated, speeches were made, 
songs sung, toasts given, etc. California wine in reasonable 
quantity was placed upon the large imposing-stone in the 
composing-room, and I found a wineglassful did me no 
harm, it being the first drop of wine or beverage of any 
kind I had tasted for nearly a year. The Reception Com- 
mittee held'a meeting in Science Hall building, which I at- 
tended. Welcomes were extended from many friends, and 
my right arm was nearly lamed with hand-shaking. It 
was really most pleasant to be home again and to meet so 
many friends who have so kindly borne me in remembrance. 

Friday and Saturday I spent largely in TEE TRUTH 
SEEKER office, sitting at my old table, examining corre- 
spondence, writing a few letters, but mostly receiving and 
conversing with numerous friends, of this city and adjoining 
states, who called to speak words of welcome and to con- 
gratulate me upon my restoration to freedom. . Nearly 
all also congratulated me upon my Vigorous good health, 
and that I had escaped durance vile without falling a prey 
to sickness or disease. It is most agreeable to take so many 
kind friends by the hand, and to know that their joy and 


friendship are real and not assumed. The change indeed |. 


is great from my condition for the past eleven months, 
Now, may my enemies let me alone and allow me to pursue 
my legitimate business in peace ! 

D. M. B. 


THE BENNETT RECEPTION. 


Honor to & Returned Prisoner, 
Cuicxerine HALL, Sunpay Eveninc, May 2». 


A GRAND OVATION, 


Before the hour of seven had arrived, and ere the doors 
were opened a large number of people had gathered around 
the entrance to the building awaiting admission.. As soon 
as the doors were opened the seats of the fine, capacious hall 
filled rapidly with anxious ladies and gentleman who had 
come out to do honor to one whom the powers of the church 
had sought to crush and disgrace. 

Among those forming the audience were many from dis- 
tant cities and other parts of the country. Many were pres- 
ent from Boston, Springfield, Newark, Philadelphia, Balti- 


|more, Harrisburg, Reading, Rochester, and one or two 


from the state of Illinois. Long before the hour of eight 
arrived the seats were filled, hundreds were standing up, 
and large numbers were unable to obtain admittance. 

At 7:30 the splendid organ began to discourse most excel- 
lent music, after whieh the quintette—Mrs. Virginia Mac- 
donald, Mrs T. R. Btevens, Miss Ida Moore, W. H. Palmer, 
Frank Lockhart—sang in excellent .style to the air of 
* John Brown's body," etc., the following words by Dr. 
Caleb S. Weeks. 


THE LIGHT COMES FLOWING ON. 


Arn—John Brown, 


Awaking manhood rises, freed from all its dreamy fear, 

With senses opened freely nature’s truth to see and hear, 

Withdrawing all its rev’rence from the creeds that interfere 
As light comes flowing on. 


Cxo.—Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
Glory, glory, hallelujah ! 
The sight comes flowing on. 


And though the priestly forces seek to bar the coming day, 

And on our morning prophets all their bigot-wrath display; 

Their prison walls no more suffice to hide the deep’ning gray 
As light comes Sowing on. 


€zo. —Glory, glory, etc. 
In half-despairing efforts persecution now must vell 
Itself in false pretenses when the truth it would assail; 
Its weak'ning joints are showing through its borrowed suit of 


mail 
As light comes flowing on. 
Czg0.— Glory, glory, eto. 
Wespurn its coward vengeanee—we will boldly take our stand 
Agaivst all lawless “legal” acts profaning freedom's land— 
To manly courage branded crime we'll give the cheering hand 
As light comes flowing on, 


Cxo.—Glory, glory, ete. 
We welcome home our martyr friend—the hero of to-day— 
The conqueror that while in chains kept bigot-foes at bay, 


And helped us raise our eyes in joy to greet the grand display 
Of light now flowing on. 


Cxo.—Glory, glory, etc. . 


Loud and continuous applause followed the singing. 

T. C. Leland read the names of the following officers, 
Hop. Elizur Wright, President. Vice Presidents: A, L 
Rawson, New York; Charles Bradlaugh, M.P., England ; 
James Parton, Massachusetts; Parker Pillsbury, Massachu- 
setts; Courtjandt Palmer, Connecticut; Amy Post, New 
York; Hon. George H. Hall, Missouri; Horace Seaver, 
Massachusetts ; ; Hon. Stephen Brewer, New York; Mrs. 
Lucy N. Colman, New York; Prof. Wm. Denton, "Massa 
chuseits; Mrs. Elizabeth M. F. Denton, Massachusetts; Dr. 
T. L, Brown, New York; Gen. J. M. Roberts, Pennsylva- 
nia ; Elder G. A. Lomas, New York; Dc. L, J. Russell, 
Texas ; Judge E. P. West, Missouri ; E. U. Walker, Iowa; 
H. L. Green, New York; Mrs. Amelia H, Colky, New 
York; 8. B, MoQracken, Michigan ; 4 J. Gloyer, Hingis ; 


Dr. T. A. Lamb, Maine; J. 8. Verity, Massachusetts; Henry 
Damon,. Massachusetis ; John P, Jewett, New Jersey. 

` At & few minutes before eight the ‘President, the Hon. 
Elizur Wright, of Boston, log: off with the: following open- 
ing address : : 


SPEECH: or HON, ‘BLIZUR WRIGHT. 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : We meet, in the name of 


common setise and a common humanity—friends of law 
who protest against the perversion of law. We wish to 
express our sympathy with a man who, under the :zis of 
the Constitution, for his free thought, and free speech has 
fallen into the clutch of the old theological octopus that 
ought to have died a hundred years ago, that lovely old 
mo]lusk that thinks there is no salvation outside of its own 
soft suction pump. 

What is law worth without liberty ? What is government 
worth when it Jeaves no room for self-government ? What 
is religion worth, which seeks to save men by faith in the 
unknowable, and exacts faith by penalty ? What is enforced 
morality worth ? What is man worth when reduced to a 
machine ? 

Since the Dred Scott decision theréhas beea nothing to 
my knowledge so disgraceful to the United States as the 
trials, or rather persecutions, of E. H. Heywood and D. M. 
Bennett. The expiration of Mr. Bennett's term of irapris- 
onment is the proper occasion to ask the people of the 
United States what has been gained by this violation of the 
liberty of the press, this assumption of jurisdiction belong- 
ing to the states and never granted to the general govern- 
ment. 

The punishmenta for witchcraft and blasphemy in Massa- 
chusetts are not remembered to her credit. Giles Corey and 
Abner Kneeland could live there in peace if they should re- 
appear to-day. They were punished in the interest of a 
certain religion and in obedience to a certain book. . Is that 
religion the stronger, or that book .the more reverenced, by 
reason of their sufferings ? 

It is pretended that Heywood and Bennett were. punished 
in the interest of morality, not for any criminal act com- 
mitted, but for words having an immoral tendency. It was 
not Bible morality they offended, for they were not charged 
with doing or saying anything that could not be fully justi 
fied from the pages of that many-sided book. The Bible 


| could not object to their sending '* Cupid’s Yokes” through 


the mail without excluding itself—at any rate, not till thor- 
oughly expurgated.: Good morals, including truthfulness, 
honesty, generosity, patriotism, self-government, and so on, 
are incalculably important, "They are the most excellent 
fruits of liberty—not of penal laws, but of wise maxims, 
and the knowledge of natural laws. 

Says the Constitution of the United States, ** Congress 
shall make no laws abridging the freedom of speech or of 
the press," . Whatever the states may do, Congress can not 
abridge publication on account of immorality. It can not 
establish any censorship, in the post-office or out of it. Its: 
courts have to interpret its laws, but can only execute such 
as are constitutional. Consequently as Congress has no 
right to abridge the freedom of the press by discriminating 
in any case whatever between moral and immoral publica- 
tions, the federal courts cas make no such discrimination 
without violating the Constitution. It does not come within 
their province—except by usurpation. ` 

And this is the most dangerous because the most compre- 
hepsive of all usurpatione, It murders freedom of thought, 
on which the virtue and happiness if not the existence of 
the nation depend. 

Doubtless Congress has a right to regulate the mail service, 
but not in regard to the moral character or tendency of tho 
matter conveyed by it, which it could not possibly do with- 
out more or less abridging the freedom. of the press. 
Indeed, as paper and ink have no moral character or ten- 
dency, good or bad, in themselves, they hav none while in 
the care of the Uaited States, within thé mails. It is only 
outeide the maile, and in the hands of individuals, that they 
can have any. And those individuals, for any crime they 
may commit, or bad influence they may exert, by the 
use of the said paper aud ink, are not under the jurisdiction 
of the United States, but of the states, or local governments 
where they may happen to be. Must the Uaited States make 
it penal to send a doctor's lancet through the mail because 
the receiver may be a quack and bleed his patients to death 
with it Shall the liberty of the press be overthrown by 
indirection ? Better do it directly. Better punish the cutler 
for making the lancet before he has a chance to mail it, 

Admitting what the Attorney-Genera] of the United 
States did not claim to be true in the case of '' Cupid' 
Yokes,” to wit, that the pamphlet is obscene, and that tie 
government has a right to exclude obscenity from the mails,it 
does not follow that Congress has a right to exact a penalty, or 
the United States courts to indict for the mailing as a crime, 
The utmost that Congress—if it can with any precision de- 
fine obscenity—has a right to do is to instruct postmasters to 
exclude any unsealed package containing it. Any party thua 
aggrieved would have his remedy in the federal courts. The 
post-office department would thus clear itself of any Partici- 
pation in crime, and throw the responsibility of punishing 
it on the local government, where it belongs. And for this 


purpose excluded packages should be placed in the handg : 


of the proper local authorities. Oae can easily see how 
likely a real criminal would be to seek a remedy for his 
grievance in the federal courts, The only possible objec- 
tion, on the part of religious persecutors, to such a law would 
be that it would not serve their purpose. 

A law which unconstitutionally exacts a penalty, a 
law which must be practically inoperative without a 
lying decoy, a law so indefinite in its terms that a court go 
disposed may so interpret it as to exclude from the mails a 
great part of the wor]d's most valued literature, deserves to 
be resisted and defled by every man and woman in America, 


The Grut Seeker, May 8, 1880. 
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lt makes no odds how disreputable or fanatical in other re- 
spects, or in regard to obscenity itself, the violater of such 
a law may be, the good citizen should stand by him. The 


more unpopular and unsavory he is to the public, the. 
greater the danger involved in his unjust punishment or: 


punishment by an usurped jurisdiction. A good citizen 
.Wil defend even a known murderer from punishment 
, by lynch law.. Under what is well called. *'the. Com- 
Block law” the deserved pnnishment of a real obscenist 
is little else than the administration of justice by an ecclesi- 
.88tical mob which overawes the constitutional government. 
If the attention of-the good people of the United States 
could be aroused to what is really going on under the name ` 
' of suppressing vice, they would at once see it almost infl-. 


nitely important that the vilest wretch that ever blasphemed : 
human nature with his obscenity should be punished only ` 


by the proper local tribunal, 
But we have seen men whose good motives and deceney of | 
language are undeniable punished for a mere difference from . 
the generally received opinions on an. opea question of, 
morals. No matter what indiscretions they may have com- | 
mitted, or what erroneous opinions they may hold, it is in- 
" excusable—it is treachery to our free institutions, it is 
treachery to law itself—not to stand by the victims of such 
injustice. We by no means countenance their indiscretions | 
or their errors by doing so, Probably no one ever lived up | 
to his own ideal of perfection, either as man or animal. It’ 
is hard to draw the line between food and poison, fact and 
fancy, right and wroag ; hard to do it for one’s self, still 
‘harder to do it for others. All make more or less mistakes. 
Some mistakes have lasted for ages, and been well-nigh uni- 
‘versal. Even the most rigid Presbyterians have to excuse 
Washington for very emphatical profane swearing at the 
then colonies for allowing his aud their army to freeze and 
starve after they had declared their independence. A more 
famous and more generally beloved and lovable person still, 
when. he was but moderately hungry, cursed a poor inno- 
cent fig-tree for having nothiag on it but leaves—an obvious 
weakness in à man, but strangely supposed to be all right i£ 
he. himself made the tree. 

The people who most differ from Mr. Benneti's views in 
regard to theology have the most reason to thank him for 
the lesson his imprisonment i8 teaching them of the impossi- 
bility of advancing their opinions or suppressing his by 
penal inflictions. If they have not thoroughly learned the 
lesson they must blame their own stupidity or inattention. 
` [feel sure that if the men and women who agree with 

‘Mr. Bennett’s views of theology were in the majority, not 


! the mercy of a hireling informer. 
_ tion will be all that you anticipate. If it were necessary to 


only would the morals of the people generally be better than 
they now are, but the majority would not ask for penalties 
to suppress.contrary opinions, When that good time comes, 
the people who may then still cling to the ‘‘ancient faith ” 
will be welcome to the comfort of believing that “divine 
providence " has brought their good out of this evil. But 
they may be assured, now and here, that we Liberals shall 
never desire any more martyrdom on ‘either side. Martyr- 
dom never did and never will prove the truth of any doc. 
trine—of which n» man is more sensible than Mr. Bennett. 
Mr. Bennett professes to be a secker for truth, which im- 
plies that he has not found the whole of it. No man has. 
It is an arduous search, The first thing a genuine seeker 
finds isa good deal of falsehood, perniciously revered as 
truth. There are two sorts of falsehoods or.lies : 1. Say- 
ing what you know to be false. This is the sort patronized 
: by Comstock, Crosby, and Cook. 2, Stating as true what 
you don’t know to be true. 
'  * ‘Some think the world its lying will outgrow 
If all are taught what none can ever know. 
his ig the ecclesiastical sort, but it may be questioned if it 
does not breed the other scrt. With falsehood of either 
sort, the truth seeker must necessarily fight or give up his 
search for the truth. Too many do give it up, being too 
pacific, should they discover any new truth, to proclaim it in 
the face of popular falsehood. ‘fhe world owes its advance- 
ment, especially in morals, to exceptional men who ruthlessly 
attack some popular error. They are never much honored till 
“after they are dead. Then—and it may be hundreds of 
years after—when grain has taken the place of weeds, their 
tombs are built of marble and their rougunesses and weak- 
nesses are forgotten. ‘This is why I like to grasp D. 
M. Bennett's hand before he is dead, and say: Go On, 
brother. By blasting falsehood in favor of the truth you 
seek, you have made the world better, including yourself 
Long may you live to continue it! If the biand and soft- 
speaking doctors of divinity don’t like your sledge-hammer 


| which ought never to be allowed to apply to the publication 
of views which, however extreme or wrongful, ought not, 


by any stretch of malice, be included under the word 
4 obscene.” 


It the Hon. Elizur Wright should be your president, as I 


trust he may, please. say how cordially I agree with the 
stand he has taken in this matter. 


Yours very sincerely, : 
: . CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 


NEzwBURYPORT, Mass., April 5, 1880. - 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, My Dear Sir: l have received 
yours of March 30th, inviting me to join in the welcome 
home which you propose to give Mr. Bennett on his release 
from prison. You do me great honor. I am obliged to 
ceny myself the gratification of attending the demonstration 
for a reason which Iam sure you would allow to be suff- 
cient. Asa general thing I do not care much for demon- 
strations, but in this instance it becomes everyone to mark 
in some way his sense of the infamy of the prosecution and 
sentence of Mr. Bennett. The case involves no abstruse 
question of law. There is the pamphlet with the passages 
marked for the jury to consider. Any person of decent in- 
telligence and well-disposed mind can judge the matter aa 
well as the chief-justice of the United States. If the mails 
ing of such a piece of writing as that exposes a person to 
fine and imprisonment, then. everyone holds his liberty at 
I trust your demonstra- 


its success, [ would walk the three hundred miles between 
this place and New York. Very truiy yours, 
: JAMES PARTON. 


SroxrNaTON, CONN., April 29, 1880. 

How. ELIZUR WaieuT, Caareman, My Dear Sir: I shall 
be unavoidably prevented from attending the meeting at 
Chickering Hall to celebrate the expiration of D. M. Ben- 
nett’s term of unjust imprisonment. i 

The very reason why the bigots put him in the peniten- 
tiary is the very reason why I support him, viz , because I 
differ radically ¿n my opinions from him, from his paper, 
and from *' Cupid’s Yokes,” for mailing whieh he was con- 
victed. I, as a lover of fair play, am anxious to protect 
thought that I oppose as well as thought that I agree with, 

I spew obscenity out of my mouth, No one can abomi- 
nate impurity more than Ido. But in no proper sense of 
the word can ‘* Cupid's Yokes” be called: obscene. There 
is not au obscene word in it.. It is an argumentative, 
physiological, and sociological essay on the relations of the 
sexes, If itis obscene, then Shakspere is doubly, and the 
Bible trebly obscene. i 

It is patent to the most superficial observation that great 
misery exists both within and without the pale of marriage. 
Here, if anywhere, is free disussion needed. The author of 
*' Cupid's Yokes ” boldly faces the evils he sees, and pro- 
poses his remedy, & remedy which is 80 extreme, and, in 
my opinion, 80 destructive of the family that it cannot be 
applied ; but yet I affirm that his book should be welcomed. 
If it contains any truth let us grant it, while we meet its 
errors, not with persecution, but with argument, or else in 
silence. . 

We cannot have free country where freedom of thought 
is denied, and as conditions to freedom of thought, freedom 


` blows, let them disca'd their barbarous old creeds, morally 
abominable and demonstrably impossible ; and if they must 
believe in a world beyond this, let them content themselves 
with the mild and amiable faith of our Spiritualist sisters 
and brothers, which ¢.l of us will be glad to entertain as 
fast as our brains, time, and opportunities will permit us. 


Dr. T. L. Brown, of Binghamton, N. Y., read the follow- 
ing letters from persons unable to be present : 


Lonpon, N. W., April 14, 1880. 

Turron C. LELAND, Esq., Dear Sir: I have this morning 
received your favor of the 31st with inclosures, which I 
duly forward to Mr. Conway and Mrs. Besant. 

As our Parliament, to which I have just been elected, 
meets on the 29th of April, it is simply impossible that I can 
accept the invitation that you send me. 

I trust that Mr. Bennett’s imprisonment may be the last 
of its kind in America, The question is not one of approval 
or disapproval ot the particular pamphlet for selling which 
Mr. Bennett was convicted. It is that all Freethinkers 
throughout the world are bound to enter their firmest pro- 
test against the endeavor to prevent freedom of discussion 
on social questions by the misapplication of statutes intend- 
ed to prevent the circulation of objectionable literature, but 


of speech, of the press, and of the mails are essential. 

A censorship over our mails, and a system of espionage 
in our post-office I regard as hateful to republicanism, aud 
consistent only with despotism. Some one condensed the 
whole subject in the curt inquiry, ** Free mails, or moral 
mails, Which ?" If moral mails, whose morals? This year 
Anthony Comstoci™s ; at the next Congress, Cardinal Me- 
Closkey’s, if a Catholic majority controls; and after that, 
perhaps, the morals of Ah Su, if within a few decades the 
yellow flood from the celestial empire should overwhelm 
us. 

We must nip this tyranny in the bud. If the United 
States post-office can be secured as the stronghold of some 
special moral views, it will not belong before the other de- 
partments will be similarly controlled, and this accomplished, 
but one step more for the bigots will be necessary, viz., the 
imposition of a state religion ; whereat, farewell to moral 
and religious liberty. : 

In a free country we must have fair trials, and Mr. Ben- 
nett’s trial was not fair : 

1. Because he was judged on separate sentences extracted 
from "Cupid's Yokes,” and thus dissociated from their 
context, meaning, and spirit. Itis as if a man said of his 
neighbor, *' He is a liar under no circumstances,” and was 
quoted as stating, ‘‘ He is a liar.” 

2. Bennett’s trial was unfair because the testimony of 
competent experts, literati, and booksellers was ruled out. 

3. Because the judge’s charge to the jury was so narrow 


that it would convict any one holding in his library any of 


the ordinary classic literature. 

The whole of Mr. Bennett’s sufferings result, in my esti- 
mation, in the attempt. on the part of the church, to turn 
detective and police officer. The function of the church is, 
or should be, moral, advisory, and educative. It is designed 
to act on the conscience and on that only. To the state 
alone belongs force and compulsion. Bad enough is it for 
the state to be obliged to resort to the club of the policeman 
and the arts of the detective, but for a religious society to 
undertake such tasks is simply monstrous, yet here we have 
the lamentable spectacle of this Comstock as agent at once 
of the Society for the Suppression of Vice and also special 
agent for the United States post-office. Thus under the 
cloak of religion (for to all intents and purposes the above 
society i$ a religious one) this man is encouraged to invade 
our private correspondence, and that too when it can only 
be unearthed by a system of lying and decoy. 


Does Christianity begin to realize what it is doing in al]! 


this dirty business?. Pretending to uphold morals, it is 
knocking away their very foundation. It is a direct en- 
dorsement of lying. It is & resort to the maxims of the 
Jesuits, ‘‘ Let us do evil that good may come,” or that “the 
end justifies the means. It is the very apotheosis of deceit. 
Blinded by this obscenity scare, excellent men like Dr. 
Crosby are openly upholding deception. Is freedom from 
obscenity so desirable as to be purchased at the price not 
only of liberty but also of morality itself ? Such is the pre- 
dicament wherein Christianity standa. : 

. Somehow, for the sake both of church and state, these - 
religio-politico societies must be abolished, and the spiritual 
and temporal powers must each be freely left to the per- 
formance of its own functions. Moral suasion is the only 
instrument the church needs or should be allowed. Com- 
pulsion belongs to the state alone, and should only be exer- 
cised through state agencies and officers of state appoint- 
ment only. The Liberal Leagues must riee in their might, 
shouting to the church, ‘‘ Hands off !" In a few years they 
have risen to number some two hundred. May the good 
work go on! 

Again, I believe these Comstock postal laws, so called, to 
be unconstitutional, the dictum of the Supreme Court to the 
contrary notwithstanding. The Constitution simply author- 
izes Congress *‘ to establish post-offices and post-roads,” and 
nothing more. No moral control is given to it, and the only 
regulations Congress can make are such as are required for 
postal and not for moral reasons. The efficiency but not the 
morality of the post-office is what the government has to 
consider. The framers of our Constitution well knew that 
under the common-law jurisdiction of the states, as opposed 
to the United States, all such questions as obscenity could 
effectually be taken care of, as they practically have been for 
one hundred years, till the sapient Mr. Comstock imagined 
that he could improve on the methods adopted by Washing- 
ton, Franklin, Jefferson, Hamilton, and Jay, and all that 
great galaxy of intellect and patriotism. 

If we allow such invasions of our constitutional rights, 
our liberties, my dear sir, in your words, are not worth two 
brass buttons. 

I merely add a last thought, which is, that although these 
postal laws can only be enacted at tha price of liberty and 
morality, they are useless, as the objectionable articles and 
letters can readily be forwarded by other means—by express 
agents, etc. The Society for the Prevention of Vice is stir- 
ring up all this stench to effect —aothing. 

I have said more than enough. Many and able speakers 
will enter their protests and give their explanations. 

Yours, with great respect, — CoURTLANDT PALMER. 


FROM THE EDITOR OF THE ' INVESTIGATOR.” 


Pars Burnporwo, Boston, Mass., April 30, 1880. 

Frrenp BENNETT : I congratulate you most sincerely on 
your release, and sympathize with you in the long, nujust, 
and cruel punisument you have been doomed to suffer, but 
I hope it has neither destroyed your health nor impaired 
‘your usefulness in our'common cause. If it were in my 
power I should most certainly be at your reception meeting 
on Sunday evening to which I have been kindly invited by 
our friend Ryan, and join my voice with that of others in 
welcoming you to your home and liberty and in protesting 
against the foul wrong that has been committed upon you 
under the mockery of law and justice. But unfortunately 
for me I am not well enough (having been quite sick of late 
and not yet recovered) to undergo the fatigue of a journey 
to New York; and besides, I am summoned to attend court 
next Mondsy morning to answer to a complaint of T, L, 
Savage respecting the Paine building, and of course must 
be there to meet and repel the malice of an enemy who is 
unceasing in his attempts to injure us, just as he and the 
ex-priest Oharles Ellis have been to crush you. 

1 hope to live long enough, friend Bennett, to see you get 
square on these mean, contemptible fellows, and never let 
go of them uutil you teach them to their sorrow the bitter . 
lesson of repentauce; and, while you are about it, don't for- 
get to lash their equally despicable confederate, Abbot, in 
the same stringent and deserving manner. 

I trust there will be a large and good meeting on Sunday 
evening to give you a friendly and cordial reception, and 
hoping that you may have no more trouble after this from 
Comstock or any other enemy, I close my note with the sin- 
cere wish that your last days may be your best and happiest. 
Mendum bids me send you his kind regards, and to his I 
add those of Yours very truly, Horace BEAVER. 


FROM J. P. MENDUM, 


i. Boston, April 29, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, ESQ., EDITOR or Tak TRUTH SEEKER : 
As circumstances will prevent my being present to con- 
gratulate you on your release from prison, permit me to 
write a few lines, and express my satisfaction that the term 
of your unjust imprisonment has expired, and that you are 
agsin restored to your devoted wife, and to the duties of 
your office as editor and proprietor of THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
The long confinement imposed on you I trust has not 
impaired your energies, nor materially interfered with your 
business. It was fortunate for you that you have had such 
devoted friends to look after your paper aud office during 
your absence. May the years to come fully compensate 
you for the injustice which you have suffered. The Liberal 
public, readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investigator, will 
pear in mind that in your person, as well as in that of the 
first editor of the Investigator, Abner Kneeland, bigots and 
tyrants aimed a deadly blow at the ‘‘ freedom of the press.” 
I truly congratulate you om your restoration, hoping the 
patronage of a Liberal public will compensate you for the 
injuries and losses you have suffered from bigoted sectarian 
and unjust laws, by a generous support of your publica- 
tious. Respectfully yours, 

J. P. MENDUM, of Boston Investigator, 


The Truth Seeker, May 8, 1880. 


FROM W. B. BELL. 
New BEDFORD, Mass., April 12, 1880. 
Mv Dear LELAND: My arrangements for lectures com- 
pleted for several weeks in advance will prevent me from 
joining with you and others in giving a hearty reception to 
‘our old martyr friend, D. M. Bennett. Let me assure you 
that nothing but the imperative demands of my work could 
prevent me from participating in the public testimony to 
liberty in the person of D. M. Bennett, which is to be given 
in Chickering Hall, May 2d. I will be with you in spirit. 
Long life, successful labors, and unnumbered honors to the 
hero and martyr of a free press, D. M, Bennett ! 
Yours fraternally, W. 8. BELL, 


FROM W. F. JAMTESON. . 
Curcago, ILL, 

To THE BENNETT RECEPTION : Said Thomas Jefferson, 
“Let the eye of vigilance never be closed.” Had that 
advice of the statesman-hero been heeded, D. M. Bennett 
would never have been imprisoned. Nobly and cheerfully 
has he suffered for us—for the sake of liberty. He has 
been pounding soles for months to enable Christians to walk 
dry shod. Let ùs hope our veteran boot bottomer has so 
well learned his trade that he will pound the bottom out of 
the orthodox church. Let us Liberals teach thechurch that 
the soil of America is forever dedicated to freedom free 
thought, free speech, and truth seeking. Let man be true 
though every god be a liar. 

I send a dollar’s worth of sympathy per money order. 
e W. F, JAMIESON. 


FROM E. C. WALKER. 
Norway, Iowa, April 29, 1880. 
‘Hon. Erizun Wricut, Dear Sir: Owing to the uncertainty 
attending the sending of a message on Sunday, I write these 
few lines to express my sympathy with and cordial com- 
mendation of the object of the meeting over which you will 
preside on the second of May. . 

D. M. Bennett to-day steps outside the prison walls, and. 
on the second prox. you, his fellow.citizens, meet in 
Chickering Hall, to tender to him the meed of your 
admiration and respect. He stands as the representative of 
the ideal republic, the republic of religious liberty, of equal 
rights, of even-handed justice. He was stricken down by 
the church which stands ever on the alert as the guardian 
of fossilized. ignorance and the conservator of bigoted 
prejudice, in whatever department of thought or action they 
may &ppear. Orthodoxy in religion, orthodoxy in social 
affairs, and orthodoxy in medicine have combined to crush 
the last vestige of liberty remaining in our unhappy coun- 
iry. We must organize to defend ourselves, to maintain 
the freedom of the press, of speech, of the maile, and of 
action, "There is no time to be lost. Let us be up and 
doing. Give D. M, Bennett a rousing welcome. He is a 
hero ; he is à martyr for us and freedom. Lift high the 
banuer of justice, Demand the immediate, unccnditional, 
and total repeal of the Comstock postal laws. Nothing less 
than this will meet the requirements of the hour. 

Yours for liberty, love, and justice, E C. WALKER. 


FROM O, O, LITTLE AND FAMILY. 
New ALBANY, IND., April 29, 1880. 

BENNETT RECEPTION COMMITTEE, GREETING, Friend 
Libwrals: Not being permitted the pleasure of being with 
you on this glorious occasion, we send you words of joyful 
greeting from warm hearts, and with you and all Liberals 
the wide world over we join in doing honor to earth’s noblest 
son, D. M. Bennett, the champion of freedom and true 
manliness, and while you do him honor in New York we 
will place cur Trot BEExERS on the parlor table, gather 
all the flowers we can get, weave a wreath, and crown them 
as noble D. M. Bennett, and shout, Lo, the conquering hero- 
editor comes, and sing: 

Build him a monument, high as the skies. 
Broad as the land ig and deep as the 868, . 

That the nations may look on with wondering eyes, 
And learn ’tis a glorious thing to be free. 

Ay, & monument ! glorious monument, 
Fame wreathed and garlanded, ne'er to decay. 

We cannot find words to express our indignation at his 
and our persecution, and will ever be with you for the 
right, Yours for justice, 

O, C. LITTLE AND FAMILY. 


FROM J. W. BABE AND WIFE. 


WASHINGTON, April 30, 1880. 

To THE BENNETT RECEPTION Committee: Friends of 
independent thinking, and foes of religious persecution, the 
Liberals of Washington, D. C., send greeting. 

For there are, even in Washington, some whose con. 
sciences are not in the keeping of any Right Rev. D.D. in 
the land, and who believe most thoroughly in free thought, 
free speech, and a free press. : 

M. A, Bass, 
J. W. BABB. 

FROM HENBY APPLETON. 
BRooxLxN, N. Y., April 17, 1880. 

T. C. LELAND, Dear Sir: Your note informing me of the 
honor conferred by the Committee on Speakers, relative to 
the Reception of Mr. D. M. Bennett, is received. - 

I do not hesitate to express my willingness to co-operate 
with the movers of this Reception in such way as I can be 
most useful Were this a matter simply personal te Mr. 
Bennett himself, it would have no especial interest to one 
who is no respecter of persons. Moreover, those who 
allow any fancied or real weaknesses in Bennett as a man 
to influence their sympathy with this Reception, forget that 
in these trying times itis not he that is on trial, but the 
sacred tight to think and impart knowledge. It is only in 
the fact that in the person of Bennett and others this sacred 
right of free men must stand or fall that this occasion 


gathers its chief siguilcanoe, If the worst man in New 


York were in Bennett’s shoes, it would not excuse a true 
Liberal from deserting a principle which, when once aban- 
doned, seals the death-warrant of all mental liberty. With 
renewed thanks for the bonor conferred, 

Yours very truly, HENRY APPLETON. 


FROM. THE ROCHESTER LIBERAL LEAGUE. 


RocuxsevzR, N. Y., April 27, 1880. 

To THE BENNETT RECEPTION MEETING ASSEMBLED IN 
CHICKERING HALL, New YoREk, ow May 2, 1880: The 
Rochester Liberal League, by unanimous vote, send to the 
Bennett Reception meeting most cordial greeting, and with 
Liberals there assembled unite in words of thankfulness to 
him who has by a heroism worthy of the cause he advo- 
cates earnestly worked and patiently suffered for the sacred 
right of free thought, free speech, and a free press. 

Inspired by the same zeal for the rights of man that ani- 
mates us al!, and by the same admiration for liberty's noble 
martyr, our President and Secretary will be present at your 
meeting. l 2 

By unanimous vote of the League, April 27, 1880, 

A. E. TILDEN, S:cretary. Amy Posr, President. 


FROM A, E. TILDEN. 


RocmEsTER, N. Y., April 27, 1880. 

To THE Mass MEETING ASSEMBLED IN CHICKEBING 
HALL, May 2, 1880, rog THE RECEPTION oF D. M. BeN- 
NETT : Believing it right that public functionaries and all 
others should haveall the credit and commendation to which 
their acts entitle them, and approving of what the Nazarine 
is said to hav directed, that wherever the gospel should be 
preached in the whole world, the act of the woman who 
performed a certain service for him should be related as a 
memorial of her. I therefore propose that whenever and 
wherever we, the Liberals of the country, have occasion to 
speak of the judicial administration of Judge Benedict, or 
of the executive administration of President Hayes, we 
relate the part they have acted in the trial and imprisonment 
of our honored guest, D. M, Bennett, f ; 

If the part acted by Judge Benedict in his rulings and 
sentence, and the part acted by President Hayes in refusing 
the petitions of 200,000 good and loyal citizens for his 
release from what they considered a cruel and unjust im- 
prisonment were commendable, those functionaries should 
have the benefit of the honor in the eyes of posterity. If 
those acts were in themselves good, as the clergy and church 
say they were, they certainly were much more conspicuously 
great than the act of breaking a box of costly ointment on 
the head of the man of Nazareth. 

Then let us on all proper occasions, on the rostrum, in the 
conversational and family circle relate these things, and in 
every way endeavor to cause them to be remembered and 
handed down to remote posterity as the crowning acts in the 
administrations of these two great men. And while doing 
them justice let not the attitude of the church and the 
clergy with reference to human liberty be forgotten. 

I am proud tò have tbe honor to present my fraternal 
greeting to the assembled champions of liberty and justice. 

A. E. TILDEN, M.D. 


FROM THE CAMPBELL HILL LIBERAL LEAGUE, 


CAMPBELL HILL, ILL., April 29, 1880 

COMMITTEE oF BENNETT RECEPTION, Gentlemen: At a 
meeting held this day, of the Campbell Hill Auxiliary Lib. 
eral League, the officers and members of the society unani- 
mously take this means of expressing joy and satisfaction 
at the release from unjust imprisonment of the great martyr. 
cbampion of free speech, free mails, and free press, D. M. 
Bennett. And we hope that hereafter he may be so fortu- 
nate as to escape persecution ; and we desire and believe 
that the cause for which he has £0 nobly toiled and suffered 
will be triumphant in the neas future, 

It is the desire of every member of this organization that 


Mr. Bennett continue to press on in the path he has already | 


marked out with such brilliant ability, uamindful of any 


and ali unscrupulous opposers, and that he endeavor, by ; 
| carefully avoiding mistakes, to leave his name to the Liber- 


als of America as a priceless legacy after he shall have 
passed away. Dr. H. NEWELL, 
A. O, GENUNG, 
Committee. 


T. C. Leland read a number of telegraph dispatches and 
short letters from various parts of the country, among 
which were the following, a portion of which came in and 
were read later,as the meeting proceeded : 


FROM THE OTTAWA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 


: OTTAWA, ILL., May 2, 1880. 
Hon. ELizuRg Wrieut: The world moves, and the Mar- 
tyr-Hero, D. M. Bennett, is free. OTTAWA L. L. 


FROM W, A. GLOVER, 


AYLMER, OnT., May 2, 1880. 
Hon. ELIZUR Waicat: The Liberals of Aylmer, Oat., 
send hearty greetings and Congratulations to Martyr Ben- 


nett, and regrét their inability to be present at the Recep- ' 


tion. W. A. GLOVER. 


FROM THE DOWAGIAO LIBERAL LEAGUE. 


Dowaarac, Mirca., May 2, 1880. 
Hon. Erizug Wnianmm: Please say to Bro. D. M. Bennett 
that the Dowagiac Liberal League sends him greetings and 
a hearty welcome back to liberty and duty, and resolved 
that we recognize in him an able champion of our liberties, 


a defender of our rights, and a martyr to the cause of, 


frec thought, free speech, and a free press. May he live 

long to wear the laurels he has so nobly won by fidelity to 

priuciple ! RicHARD HEDDIN, Pres. 
Taoa. Rrx, Sec. 


FR^M MR. DORCHER. 


CHARLESTON, R. C., May 2, 1880. 
Hon. ELizug Wriest: May the imprisonment of Mr. 


‘the benefit of the mail. We should not nurse a monarchical 
| censor in our republic. i B. DoscHER. 


! ' FBOM A CANADIAN FRIEND, 

| A BELLEVILLE, ONT, May 1, 1880. 

| Hon. ELizuR WREiGHT: The lovers of free thought and 
| free press here congratulate Mr. Bennett on his release. 


FROM P. V. WISE, 


Sr. Josera, Mo., May 2, 1880. 
.How. ELxzuR Wricat : Greetings! Freedom's apostle, 
Virtue’s lover, Humanity's. defender, the just rejoice that 
he is free again, and that the infamous Comstock and Chris- 
tian prison is behind him. P. V. W. 


FROM I, 0. TERRY. l 
: Syracuse, N. Y., May 2, 1880. 
How. Evizur Wrieut: Bennett himeelf again! We 
congratulate him. Let the decree go forth from Chickering 
Hall this night that the unjust persecution of D. M. Bennett 
must not be repeated. Demand fair play and equal justice; 
nothing more and nothing less. I. C. Terry. 


FROM THE PAINE HALL LEAGUE. 

. Boston, Mass., May 2, 1880. 
Hon, ELrzug Waieut: The Boston Paine Hall Liberal 
League congratulates D. M. Bennett on his return to home 
and liberty, and sympathizes with him in the persecution he 
has suffered from bigoted enemies and the imprisonment 
inflicted upon him by an unjust and despotic law, which, 
for the honor of a professedly free country, we hope to see 

repealed immediately. Horace SEAVER, Pres. 


FROM PORTAGE CO, LIBERAL LEAGUE. . 
` RAVENNA, Onto, May 2, 1880. 
|j. How. ELIZUR Wrieut : As friends of the Liberal cause, 
i we send greeting. POTAGE County LIBERAL SOCIETY. 
FROM THE MIDDLETOWN LEAGUE, 
MIDDLETOWN, N. Y., May 2, 1880, 
How. EnizoR WmRienT: Middletown Liberal League 
congratulates D. M. Bennett on his release from martyr- 
dom and Comstock & Co. Like your protomartyr, you 
have risen from a death of persecution to a life of liberty 
‘and truth. ' H. W. Niver, Pres. 


FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 
SALAMANCA, N. Y., May 2, 1880. 

Hon, Evizur Wrieat: D. M. Bennett's imprisonment is 

chargeable to Christianity, not to its villainous and con- 

temptible stool pigeons, Benedict, Comstock & Co. Chris- 

‘tianity is the religion of despotism, and never allows free 
i speech when it can prevent it. H. L, GREEN. 


FROM THE BALTIMORE LEAGUE, 


BALTIMORE, MD., May 2, 1880 
Hon. Erızug WzaicHT: The Baltimore Liberal League 
welcomes D. M, Bennett on his release from the unjust and 
unconstitutional imprisonment, caused by his manly 

detense of free speech, free thought, and free mails. 
James C. WHEEDAN, Pres. 
‘FROM THE ALTOONA LIBERALS. 

ALTOONA, Pà., May 2, 1880. 
Hox. Erizug Wrieut : Friends in Chickering Hall to- 
night, we send our love and high esteem to one who suffered 
for the right through Comstock’s selfish love and meanness. 

ALTOONA LIBERALS. 


FROM THE ONONDAGA CO. LEAGUE, 


; RocuesTER, N, Y., May 2, 1880. 
Hon. ELIZUR WRiemT: The Onondaga County Liberal 
League unanimously welcome D, M. Bennett on his return 

from an unjust imprisonment, JoHN W. TRUESDELL, 
WILLIAM MALCOLM, Sec. Prea. , 

FROM TH SHAWMUT LEAGUE. 

. 1 Bosron, May 2, 1880, 
Hon. ELizvr Wricut: Shawmut Liberal League of 
Boston, now in session, sends greeting to the Bennett Recep- 
tion in New York. All hail to the chief, the fearless friend 
of freedom, D. M. Bennett, the ‘outspoken and open- 
hearted.” Let the fight go on. The sons and daughters of 
! Massachusetts will marca on in tbe ranks under the great 
banner and motto, Tam TRUTH BEEKER, until the victory 
ef free thought, free speech, free press, and free mails ig 

won, GxonGE W. RowELL, 
Secretary. 


FROM T'HE FORT SCOTT LEAGUE, 
f Fort Scorr, Kan., May 2, 1880 
Erızug Wricut: Liberals are in session and congratu- 
‘late Bennett on his liberation from a Christian bastile, 
Shake his hand for us. V. W. SUNDERLIN, 
. Chairman. 
FROM THE PROVIDENCE LEAGUE, 
; Provipencg, R, L, May 2, 1880. 
Hon. Ernizug Wrigut : The Providence Liberal League, 
in meeting assembled, sends its sympathy to Mr, Bennett 
and congratulations ta your meeting. ] 
ELLEN M. BOLLES. 
FROM THE NOBTHERN IOWA LEAGUE. 
WavERLY, Iowa, May 2, 1880, 
|. Hon. Ernizug Writ: The Liberal League of Northern 
Towa is in session to-night, passing resolutions in the Ben- 
nett case. P. McCormick, 
Vice-President, 
FROM THE DETROIT LIBERAL LEAGUE, 
DETROIT, Miow., May 2, 1880, 
| Hon. ELIiZUR Wricur: To the living martyr of free 
. Speech, free press, and inviolate mails the Detroit Liberal 
League sends greeting, Judicial corruption, religious intol- 
erance, and Christian persecution have spent their force, 
| THE TRUTH SEEKER survives, and D. M, Bennett is free, 
! BoorH, . 
M. 8. MATHEWS, 
HERMAN JACKSON, 
Committee. 


FROM JENNIE B. BROWN. 
New Haven, Conn., May 2, 1880. 
How, ELizUR WniGET : I regret exceedingly my inability 
to attend the Bennett Reception. My sympathies are with 
you for the freedom of speech and press. — - 
JENNIE BUTLER BROWN. 
FROM WM. HENRY BURR. 
W AguINGTON, D, C , May, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT : Before you take the allanae cea 
by the tail, be sure that you extract his fangs or smash his 
head. Wm. HENRY BURR. 


| The quintette next sang tho following original song of 


welcome by Mrs. Jennie Butler Brown, of New Haven, 


| D, M. Bennet not hayo boen in vaim, and we again enjoy Goan, Musio by Edwin A; Booth, of New York ; ] 


The Truth Seeker, May 5, 1880. 


283 


SONG OF WELCOME TO D, M, BENNETT. 


Thou victim of unholy laws, ' 

Thou martyr to a noble cause, 
Glorious leader of the free, 

We gather here to welcome thee, 

Wide open swings the prison gate, 
While friends of liberty await, 

With loving homage justly due, 

To ce'asp hands with the brave and true. 


Oxonus.—We to greet thee hither come, 
Welcome. brother, welcome home. 
We to greet thee hither come, 
, Welcome, brother, welaome home, 
Welcome home, welcome home, 
Welcome home, welcome home. 
Remembering thy prison cell, 
Hearts that are true indignant swell; 
While learning more of human need, 


To plant free soil with nobler seed  - | 


Than yield the fruits of present creed, 
That freedom conquers every foe, 
We trust the coming years shall show, 
Cxo.—We to greet thee, ete. 
Unharmed by hatred’s heavy chains, 
Thy spirit dauntless atill romains, 
And dt may be thy Joes shall learn 
That ebbing tides shall surely turn; 
They to whom was given power, 
May long regret the fatal hour, 
When smitten in her native land, 
Freedom spurns the tyrant’s hand. 


Cuo.—We to greet thee, etc, 


T. B. Wakeman followed: 
SPEECH OF THADDRUS B, WAKEMAN, 


Mg. PRESIDENT, LADIES, AND GENTLEMEN : In the una- 
voidable absence of Mr. James Parton, President of the 
Liberal Club of this city, it falls to me, its acting Vice- , 
President, to introduce to you, in as few words as I can, 
the cause that has brought together this magnificent assem. ` 
blage, and then the man Who represents that cause, and 
whom therefore we are compelled to honor. i 

The cause, first, because it is for hls sacriflces in the 
great effort that has been made to preserve American lib. 
erty from the last great danger to which it has been exposed 


i 


iig practically a foreign government to the people, 


! pore—is anti-republican, undemocratic, and fundamentally 
wrong in a republic, 
Buch societies might do in the Old World, whence they 
are derived or copied, for there they have a nobility, placed 
| by the grace of God, to take care of the common people. 
: It might do there, where they have a atate church, anointed 
from we know not what vast antiquity, with such a care of 
, the lambs of the flock that it takes charge of their lives 
and means in this world to fit them for the next. But our 
; government is, or at least was intended to be, a government 
where the power rises up from the people instead of 
descending from an aristocracy or a priesthood. Now, as 
these powers spring up from the people, they must be exe- 
, cuted impartially by and for the people. Any attempt to 
frustrate that responsibility and equality under any pretense, 


` good or bad, is the very reversal of the fundamental basis 
We haste with fitting word and deed, i 
| 


or Corner-stone of our government. It is more ; it is an 
insult to every true American citizen—the sublimity of 
Pharisaical impudence ard insolence! No wonder it cuts 
every freeman to the heart. Therefore, my friends, in 
regard to this first point, see to it that you become members 
of the National Liberal League of the United States. That 
is the only bond, the only society or power, that now 
exercises any influence to really oppose this aristocracy and 
semi-theological usurpation by thoroughly effecting the 
separation of church and state. 

Now, for the next point. It is this : This Comstock legisla- 
tion removes the second corner-stone of American liberty, 
which is, in in all federal republics, the distinction between 
the general government and the state governments in the 
execution of criminal law. This distinction must be pre- 
served, or we shall have an empire or a confused mob. 
That is a condition of liberty which I have explained in a 


j Speech at Faneuil Hall on the occasion of Mr, Heywood's 


arrest, and ,which I pray you to obtain from Mr, Bennett 


' and to read. For federal purposes only, a few general duties 


are submitted to the care of the government ; only a few 
crimes ‘relating to the general purpose are to be pun- 
ished by it; to the states is left the duty of punishing all 
offenses or crimes of the people. That general government 
The 
judges are appointed for life ; the juries are selected in such 


that we come here to honor a man. 
That liberty has been exposed to a danger so insidious, ' 
and yet so imminent, that, comparatively speaking, few 
of the American people have yet become aware of its 
nature. It is the greatest merit of the man whom I am 
finally to introduce to you, to say that he among the first 
saw the cloud in the sky when it was no larger than a hand , 
that portended the Storm which now threatens to sweep 
away the most cherished of American rights and liberties. 


a way that impartiality is practically impossible. By means 
of United States Comstock laws the power of punishing 
offenses is thrown within the criminal jurisdiction of. the 


United States, because the post-office may have been used- 


as the means of committing the offense. By this system the 
post-office confers criminal jurisdiction. Observe how it 
works. The pamphlet was in Mr. Bennett's case sent by a 
citizen to a decoy supposed to reside within the state of 
‘New York. 


Now, that you may have some idea of what this cause is, ; that? Why could not the stateof New York punish Mr, 


allow meto suggest concisely a few of the points. J cannot 


Bennett ? 


What had the general government to do with 


United States Court, as was the case of our friend Bennett. 
What is the result? Why, it go happens that in that great 
conflict for human liberty which was waged against the 
Stuarts in England, some centuries ago, the common law 
Was overborne and perverted by the dicta of the judges ap- 
Pointed by the Stuarts, aud those dicta have been inherited 


by our judges here, Those definitions made by false aud 


wicked judges under the Stuarts are stated to be present 


law and still applicable in the trial of American citizens, 
especially in the United States courts. 
that all questions as to how the guilt is to be measured is 
taken from the jury by the judge, in making the definition 
of the crime; the judge decides what the crime is, and the 
jury have nothing to do except to render the verdict that he 
dictates, 
laws that have been passed by Congress, is nothing bat a 
farce, and never can be anything more, because the jury 
have been deprived by the old judges of the right to find 
upm the law and the facis in cases of obscene libel. The jury do 
not determine the crime; indeed they have no means of ascer- 
taining it. All evidence by experts, by comparison with other 
literature, and all means that could render a jury competent 
are taken away from them by the judge, and he lays before 
them the definition which covers the case, and compels 
them to render a verdict; and if they do not render it, he 
locks them up two or three days till they are forced to give 
a verdict to fit his definition and desires. 
these infamous verdicts have been wrung from juries, the 
jurors often protesting that they were forced to give a ver- 
dict against their consciences and against right, but having 
no other alternative, 
says in his splendid eulogy on the jury, which all of you 

should be familiar with, is the fundamental principle and 

corner-stone of our liberties ; but it is so only in so far as 

jurors are allowed the means to make them free, intelligent, ° 
and impartial judges of the law and fact in al! cases of 

obscene libels as in other libel cases, 
theocracy, a privileged tribunal, practically takes its place. 


The real truth is 


Trial by jury under this legislation, under the 


That is the way 


Now that jury system, as Blackstone 


In this legislation a 


Thus there is no impartial presentation before the grand 


jury, and there is no such thing as an impartial trial before 
the petit jury, The whole case is prejudged against you ; 


and, as Comstock said when he went into Judge Benedict’s 
court, ‘‘I never fail here!” And he never can fail there 
with the rulings and dcfinitions which there prevail under 
this legislation, which violates law by the forms of law. 

Now, having merely shown you these four corner stones 
and thedan gers involved, which you must study out at your 
leisure, I will refer you to one thing more, if possible more 
important. This legislation can be effective only by decoy 
and falsehood. 

'Toe very foundation of every republican institution is 
swept away by the consecration of lying. This theocracy, 
true to its origin and true to the spirit of its whole history, is 


go into them in detail; but, in a word, that danger arises}. Over in Greenpoint we have lately had the United States 
from CALVINISM revived—revived as a method of temporal government inquiring for weeks about the sending of letters 
' government and administration, It is an attempt of a few, ,from one citizen to his neighbor, when jurisdiction ot the 
who imagine that they are the elect of God, to manage and | matter should have belonged to the police officer or justice 


breaking up the very life of our republic by introducing 
lies and falsehood as the basis of public morality and law. 

Ihave never felt more humiliated in my life than when 
the Chancellor and President of the principal university in 


supervise the morals, thoughts, and opinions of the people 
atlarge - 

The practical result of the efforts of these self-slected. 
pharisees, aristocrata, and priests is simply, if successful, to 
substitute theocracy and theological vigilance committees 
in the place of the ordinary common law and administration 
of the Republic. That effort, unless it is rebuked by the 
voice of an intelligent people, is the end of American lib- 
erty. Let me show you why this is so. It is so because it 
knocks out the four corner-stones upon which all our 
liberties were founded and must always rest. 

The first: corner-stone is the separation of church and 
state, This Comstock legislation is a direct infringement of 
that separation. It is a confusion of the te mporal and the 
spiritual powers ; itis a grantto an outside committee of 
the power of making accusations, of setting in action crim- 
inal processes, which belong only to the legal administration 
of justice. It is the attempt of a few to take under their 
own control the instruments by which ordinary justice is ; 
to be meted out to the people. We are no longer equal, 
no longer citizens of the United States with rights fully 
equal to others, unless we are responsible, and responsible 
only, to one and the same tribunal, to an impartial tribunal, ` 
to a tribunal which is answerable to the whole people in- ; 
stead of to a church or to a church committee. Our legis- 
latures have of late years borrowed from monarchical gov - 
ernments the fashion of farming out the criminal jurisdic- 
tion of the whole people to special theological or amateur : 
societies, Instead of the Grand Jury and District-Attorney 
of the county, we have a host of Special Agents who 
administer the power, which the people only possess, to 
deprive a citizen of liberty, property, character, and even 
life, by means of a criminal prosecution. This legislation 
ig an exotic of foreign and dangerous origin. Al crimes 
and offenses, and obscenity among them, should certainly be 
punished, but only by laws and accusations impartially 
conducted by impartial officers responsible to the Body 
Politic itself, These societies are formed by impractical 
gentimentalists who are wholly unfit to be trusted with 
criminal process in any republic. 

The moment the powers of adminis tration of law in a 
republic pass into theological hands, no matter how or by | 
what name, this government becomes a theocracy. The 
moment those powers pass out of the people's hands, equality 
in at an end, llberty is at an end, and the end of the usurpa- 
tion is simply in the breast of our self-constituted governors. 
The Church, or Spiritual Power, is only to advise, educate, 
and consecrate. The State, or Temporal Power, must 
administer, govern, judge, and execute, 

All this legislation, then, whether of the state or nationa] 
governments, which puts the power of arrest or accusa tion 
in the hands of these church vigilance committees or privi- 
leged gocieties—I care not by what name or for what pur ; 


of the peace in that county. 

I cannot follow the argument further now, for there is not 
time; but it is a fundamental one in the great struggle for 
the preservation of American liberty; for if we let that 
pass from us, what happens? The United States mail 


. becomes merely a trap for those societies which are Organ- 


ized for the purpose of supervising the opinions of the 
people. The inviolability of the mail becomes impossible, 
and there is no liberty in a republic where there is no con- 
fidence in her post-offices. 

Yes, by decoy, by an espionage, by a supervision of the 
post-offices, which are now the necessity of every person in 
the United States, every thought even is put under the 
criminal jurisdiction of the United States, just contrary to 
the purpose and intent of the Constitution, Now this 
removes the third corner-stone of the Republic, which is 
the freedom of the press. For the consequence is that we 
have established a censorship of the press. This legislation, 
by its: espionage, places the press in a position that it did 
not hold under the common law. Uader the common law, 
those who published public documents and distributed 
them were at liberty to do so if they answered to the com- 
mon jury of the country for the abuse of that privilege. 


i Now that is all that the Liberals, all that Mr. Bennett, asks 


leave to do. He don't want to face a censorship in the 
dark; he don't want to face an inquisition held in a back 
parlot, composed of men selected for their hostility to his 


'opinions, and who may issue an order for the shutting up 


of his business and the ruin of himself and family. In other 
words, at common law there is no censorship prior to pub- 
lication allowable. Under this law the fact that the post. 
master, or the agents of these societies, can inspect and stop 
matter sent through the mail, prevents the publication of 
that matter, and is a prior Censorship in direct conflict with 
our common-law rights. Such supervision thoroughly sub- 
verts this third corner-stone of American liberty, for if 
the Press is muzzled or terrorized, if the liberty of publi- 
cation is suspended by a prior censorship, the public opinion 
is shackled, and the means of obtaining that justice, knowl- 
edge, and information upon which liberty and progress rest 
becomes impossible. 

Now there is one more—the fourth—corner-stone that 
this legislation sweeps out, and that is, aU effective trial 
by jury.. The jury system is hostile to theological inqui- 
sition, unless it is practically nullified by the judges. 
It is not a part of the old Roman civil law. It is a part 
of the birthright that has come down to us from antiquity 
through the Anglo-Saxon race; and unless it is preserved, 
there is no such thing as popular government. Now this 
legislation places, in the stead of the jury, a censorship, 


` unknown to us, and contrary to our common law. When 


their decrees have been practically executed, then the 
matter is submitted formally to a jury, generally of the 


this city stood in the hall of the young Christians aud pro- 
nounceda eulogy upon lying as a method of government. 

He may have some apology for it, perhaps, in some words, 
said to be mistakes of St. Paul, I hope they were mistakes, 
forthat apostle did use some other words which were not 
mistaken, and which, I think, were inspired as much as any 
words can be, and that was, when he denounced those who 
“ do evil that good may come, whose damnation is just /” 

He who advocates falsehood and deceit as a method of 
government undermines all of the corner-stones of govern- 
ment and of public morality; he dissolves the feeling of trust 
between Citizen and citizens ; he makes enemies of the one 
class as against the other, He makes us all appeal to craft 
instead of to honor and good faith; he inaugurates anarchy! 
The moment that is done by those who teach morality, who 
have special legislation placed in their hands beyond the 
common law—the moment that is done and is believed to 
prevail, then every man goes for himself, public confidence 
in the law isgone. The informer who lies for his God will 
lie for himself. Every man then throws overboard his sense 
of justice, and must trust to his own skill, craft,and duplicity 
for his own safety. 

There is no republic possible without truth as its funda- 
mental law and sentiment. The theology that degrades 
itself by such declarations is damned. We all know that 
there is no getting to any heaven unless we know enough to 
stop lying. : 

Now all the way through the past time, church theocracy, 
in all its forms of government, has always relied upon false- 
hood; you know it too well. These Calvinists are merely the 
Protestant Jesuits, and use the means of the Jesuits and the 
Inquisitors. They had exquisite methods of torture ,but the 
cruelest, meanest, worst of them all was the torture of the lie. 

My friends, this fundamental ground upon which public 
morals and faith rests can only be preserved by sustaining 
the regular legal proceedings under the Constitution of the 
United States and the regular common law of the states for 
punishment of crimes and abuses. We must adhere to those 
procedures, and remember that he who first steps outside of 
them, whether he is an ‘‘ unco guid" or whether he is a rebel, 
whether he is Howard Crosby or whether he is Denia 
Kearney, the first man who steps outside of truth and the law 
and the forms of the law, and appeals to something that is 
not law, but which is practica!ly a vigilance committee or 
mob, that man unchains the tiger. That man makes a prece- 
dent which will sweep him away when the tide turns. 
Only in obedience to the form, to the spirit, and to the ` 
purposes of the Constitution and the common law of this 
country can our liberties be maintained. No gods or lies 
can save us when the storms of interest or passion are aroused, 

So much I have said for the cause, Study it, I pray you, 
at your leisure, Never in the history of American institu- 
tions has 80, insidious a danger crept upon us; never on 
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him know that he who steps forward to vindicate our rights 
will find usin close rank to sustain and defend him, and 
able to see that his sacrifice shall not fail but shall become 
indeed the earnest of a victory for our whole country. So, 
my friends, let me in behalf of you all extend to our friend 
upon his return to civii life the right hand of friendship. 


Here the speaker grasped Mr. Bennett’s hand and lead 
him to the front of the platform. 


During Mr. Wakeman’s address the applause was most 
abundant, and. when he advanced with Mr, Bennett, the 
applause and cheers of the audience were immense and 
long continued. Handkerchiefs were waved, hats and canes 
were swayed vigorously, stamping, shouting, cheering, and 
other emphatic forms of welcome and gladness were em- 
ployed. Many rose in their steas and shouted at the top 
of their voices. This continued several minutes. A gentle- 
man in the gallery arose in his place and proposed three 
rousing cheers for Mr. Bennett, which were given With a 
hearty good will. Alarge and beautiful bouquet was handed 
up to him from a lady in the audience for which he ex- 
pressed thanks in a bow of gratitude. As soon as quiet 
was restored, Mr. Bennett made the following remarks, 
but at first partially overcome by the emotions of gratitude 
for the kinduess of his many friends, which welled up in his 
Heart. 


that requires more patience to understand, ‘‘ Eternal vig- 
ilance, the price of liberty,” should be the watchword you 
carry with you from this hall to-night. 

Now asto THE MAN. He who first took this fight up was 
the author of this little pamphlet in question, about which 
I care notbing. But he stood his martyrdom in Massachu- 
setts, and I remember going down to old Faneuil Hall upon 
his going to prison, before an audience which was but a 
repetition of this. Then the contest passed on to New York, 
and the people did not understand it; they do not begin 
yet to scarcely apprehend it, and our friend D. M. Bennett 
said—just let me read a few words he used before and 
after his arrest: ‘Let me say on this point that my only 
object in selling this pamphlet is to vindicate the liberty of 
thought, of the press, and: of the mails. I have always 
announced that I did not approve of it, but as long as Mr. 
Heywood does, I declare that he has & right to mail it as 
part of his right to publish it and as a necessary part of 
the freedom of the press." And then ke added, "If this 
means that I am to go to prison, to prison let it be.” 

Now that isa touch of vicarious sacrifice, and it is such 
a touch that I have always felt it to my heart. And this 
man may do, I hardly care what, but any one who will 
stand forth to vindicate the liberties of others and take the 
burden upon himself may do very much before he forfeits 
my respect and admiration. I know that after his enemies 
had apparently accomplished their object, and thought 
that they had gained a victory because they had him incar- 
cerated in their dungeon, they resorted to ‘‘exposures” to 
crush his paper and his friends; to pour oblaquy upon 
everything connected with him and his, and the hour was 
dark. But, my friends, that true light and fire of sacrifice 
has illuminated it all, burned out all the dross, and your 
presence here to-night sweeps away those charges as though 
they were chaff before the wind, ‘Traitors to liberty, to 
truth, and the republic, cannot escape by trumpetiag the 


SPEECH OF D. M. BENNETT. 


Mx DEAR Frrenps : Language is feeble to express to you 
the sentiment of my heart at this moment. I feel grateful to 
you for your kindness, for your sympathy, and for your 
appreciation of the feeble efforts I have made in behalf of 
liberty. 

I can well say this is the happiest moment of my life 
[applause]. I feel repaid, almost now, for what I endured 
in the lonely cell, four feet by eight, as well as when I lay 
upon the sick-bed in the hospital of the prison. 


I feel glad ` 


faults of those who suffer for us. 
Ido not know as all the saints were perfect. 


becoming so few. My friend may have one fault. 


was Whisky punch. 
ness, and it is letter-writing. The story is short. 


The vigor of life spent among the Shakers, a sudden 
temptation, but then, like Joseph, he flees away, but un- 
fortunately, instead of leaving his garment, he left his let- 


ters behind. And those letters, Mrs. Potiphar, instead of 
destroying by putting them in the stove or returning them 
to the writer, after trying to raise money upon them, 


goes and sells for thirty pieces to his enemy, and his 
enemy taketh them to Mrs. Pharaoh, and Mrs. Pharaoh 
takes them to her husband who was the lord of all the dun- 
And the pardon which had been made 
for Joseph was recalled and he was punished, not for his 
That part of his sen- 
tence I hardly know that I could complain of, ior I never 


geons in the land. 
crime, but for his letter-writing. 


have any partiality for long letter writers. But one thing is 


certain, his Liberal friends are the only ones that ought to 


complain—or can justly complain. For would any clergy- 
man thus have fled away ? Are the clergy such that they 
can throw stones at him? No, my friends. 
the beams out of their own eyes and be silent ever more 


The verdict on that subject has been rendered by those 


concerned, in the words of Robert Burns in his advice to his 
young friend, in a verse not generally put into his works, 
put which ought to be. He says, or sings: 


“Tf ye hae made astep aside 
Some hap mistake o’erta’en thee, 
Yet still keep up a decent pride, 
And ne'er o'ermuch demean thee. 
Time comes wi’ kind oblivious shade 
And daily darker hides it, 
And if nae mair mistakes are made, 
The world soon forgives, forgets it.” 


So they will decide. For we are to measure human char- 


acter not by its trivial incidents or faulls but by the 


whole voyage of life. And he who goes around the world 
will stand as the one who has been truly tried instead of the 
ene who has simply been to the Narrows and Sandy Hook. 
And so with our friend. He has borne the brunt of the 
battle not for his own gain but to awaken the American 
people to the great cause and interests at stake, and 
which are really their own interests. He has done this at a 
time when there were few or none to take that position. 
He has borne his sacrifice patiently and. well, and it is an 
honor to ourselves that we come here to honor him. We do 
not indorse nor honor his faults but his virtues and his good 
works, which far overbalance them. Nor do we indorse 
the faults of those who sustain the cause of liberty, and 
have done so throughout the past. We must not wait for 
it to be sustained by saints alone. It isa shame for those 
who complain of the faults of those who advocate liberty 
that they stand aside and leave liberty no other defenders, 
I would indeed like to have so-called respectable people as 
fellow-soldiers in this contest for the preservation of our 
liberties; but when I call the roll, I find them slinking back 
to the enemy under the first flre of obliquy. Blessed, then, 
be the ''Publicans and sinners’ who take their places! 
Should the ideal Christ return, where would he find his 
friends? 1 think he would find them where he found them 
of old. 

lhad hoped to present our friend to you in his prison 
garb, but it so happens that Uncle Sam has so many appli- 
cants just now for those garments that one could not be 
obtained for love or money, and I shall have to preseut him 
without martyr uniform and in plain citizsn's dress, and in 
that dress I confess I like him best. 

The kind-hearted gentleman, the real ‘‘ truth seeker," the 
faithful friend and citizen, let us honor him with our sym- 
pathy for the past, and with our support inthe future. Let 


I do not 
know that we shall find a perfect martyr now that they are 
Even 
the Rev. Mr. Stiggins was said to have his weakness, and it 
My distinguished friend has his weak- 


Let them take 


American Citizens, of liberty of speech, the liberty of the 
press, the freedom of the mails. 

I shall not, so long as I have breath and strength, be false 
to these grand principles of American liberty [applause]. 


believe to be right to again enter the prison cell—although 
I am in somewhat advanced years—I will doit. I will not 
be a coward to what I know is right. I will not be false to 


the priaciples of liberty, truth, and justice so long as I: 


know myself and have my right mind [applause]. 

I feel that though this is called the greatest and freest 
government in the world, there are certain things to be 
viewed with apprehension and fear. This government was 
founded by such great men ay Benjamin Franklin, George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Thomas Paine [great 
applause]. Our liberties were fought for by our grand- 
fathers, men of sterling integrity, lovers of freedom, and 
when the government was established, and our Constitution 
was formed, there was no room for ecclesiastical tyranny 
[applause] ; there was no provision made in the foundatioa 
of this government for one man to be the victim of another 
because he differed in religious views, because he was not 
a believer in certain religious theories, certain creeds. 
But it was as free—designedly so—for a Mohammedan, for 
a Buddhist, for a Confucian, for a Christian, or for a 
unbeliever in one god, or in all gods, as it was for the most 
pious and devout believer in the Christian religion 
[applause]. 

Among the first acts of this government was a treaty 
formed with the government of Tripoli, which you all 
know has a Mohammedan government. And at that time 
when George Washington was President of this country it 
was decisively announced, openly and bravely too, that this 
was not a Christian government. It did not recognize any 
system of religion one above the other [applause], but it 
was 88 free for one as another. 

In view of this I say it is saddening to see that we are 
deteriorating. We may be gaining in some directions in the 
line of free thought and general liberty. Liberalism niy 
be on the increase, and I know it is ; but still the power of 
the church seems to be intensifying ; it seems to be gaining 
ground. 

It is & new thing for & man to be imprisoned here for 
opinion’s sake. It is a new thing for a person to be ar- 
raigned before the courts of the United States because hia 
religious views do not correspond with the majority or with 
those who have the control of the government. It is a new 
thing for a man to be sent to prison upon a mere pretext. I 
was. Iwas tried, ostensibly, upon the charge of mailing 
obscene literature. The book is not obscene! Attorney-Gen- 
eral Devens, Secretaries Sherman, Schurz, Pardon Clerk 
Judge Gray, and many others connected with the govern. 
ment, have read it with care, and none of:them thought it 
was obscene. They perhaps did not approve of the argu- 
ment or the theory of the pamphlet, but it was not an 
obscene work. President Hayes said I had committed no 
crime, and that I did not deserve imprisonment, But still 
President; Hayes, in spite of this, disregarded the voice of 
justice and mercy and listened to the commands of the 
Church and kept me in prison, though at the time my health 
was seriously failing, and grave apprehensions were enter- 
talned as to my life. It was the first time in the history of 
our country, aud perhaps in the world, that a petition bear- 
ing two hundred thousand names asked for the pardon of 
an unjustly imprisoned individual It is the first time ten 
thousand letters were written asking for the same act of 
justice. It is the first time that the Christian church of this 
country, by concerted action, attempted to influence the 
President against an unbeliever, It is the first time that 
the President of the United States disregarded the prayer 
of such an. immense number of earnest, good people 
to perform a simple, honest, good deed, giving the pref- 


and thankful to unite with you in defense of the rights of: 


I do not want to do anything that is a violation of jusiice ` 
and right, but if it is necessary in the vindication of what I! 


erence to the devotees of bigotry, intolerance, and su- 
perstition. It is the first time the government has bowed 
itself in submission to the commands of sectarian per- 
secuting religionists. I was tried here in his city before 
Judge Charles L. Benedict, before a Christian jury, 
prosecuted by a Christian district attorney. I was con- 
victed solely because I was editor and publisher of the 
paper called THe TRUTH NEEKER, and because of the 
little pamphlet I once wrote, entitled “An Open Letter to 
Jesus Christ" [Applause] These were held up before the 
jury, and the district-attorney says, “ This is the paper he 
publishes, and it is read weekly by fifty thousand people;” 
and the ** Open Letter to Jesus Christ,” a little pamphlet of 
thirty-two pages, was also held up-to the jury, at which 
they were horror-struck. Joseph Cook, the great so-con- 
sidered scientific and ecclesiastical speaker, was there and 
lent his presence to help Comstock overawethe jury that they 
might convict me. He read the ‘‘ Open Letter” in the pres- 
ence of the jury, and it was on this I was convicted more 
than Mr. Heywood’s pamphlet on the marriage question. 
That was only a pretext. Let it be forever remembered 
that within twenty-one years of the end of the nineteenth 
century an old man was sent to prison on a false pretext, 

Let it also be remembered that one of the first clergymen 
in this city, the Rev. Howard Crosby, D.D., L.L.D., Chan- 
! cellor of the New York University, declared in his speech 
lin a public meeting in the hall of the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association that the sending of me to prison was the 
greatest thing that had ever been performed. lt was worth, 
he said, a hundred thousand times what had been paid into 
Comstock's obscene society (the Society for the Suppression 
lof Vice). Well, when I got that report in my prison—for I 
was allowed to see sometimes a little bit of news from the 
outside world—as I had not much to do, I calculated how 
much good Í was doing. I never dreamed I could do so 
much good in any condition I could be placed in. A 
hundred thousand times fifty thousand dollars—for that is 
the amount that has been paid into that society—makes the 
snug sum of five billion dollars. "That is about equal to the 
national debt of both Great Britain and America. Well, to 
earn that much in a year astonished me excessively. I 
found that 1 was making fifteen million dollars a day for 
the Christians in this country [laughter]. Take the days 
i that I was confined there, it would make fifteen million 
dollars a day, or à million and a half dollars per hour, of 
' ten hours a day. That is according to the Rev. Howard 
Crosby. And he thought it wasa glorious thing to send me 
to prison. It may be it will prove so. It may be that they 


mailing a philosophical seini-physiological pamphlet upon 


which there is not one obscene word, not one obscene 


to read without the slightest detriment. 


There were thousands of those pamphlets sold before I 


went to prison. Thousands have been sold since. Hun- 
dreds of thousands of people of America have read that 
pamphlet of twenty-three pages. I do not believe that 
one person, old or young, has ever been injured one. 
particle by it [applause]. But I was sent to prison because 
certain detached passages were presented to the jury with- 


out reading it all, and because Judge Benedict said if they. 


saw anything that had any tendency of wny kind to produce 
any unpleasant effects upon anybody—i/, 1r—I should be 
found guilty. It was a foregone conclusion that I should 
be convicted. It was all ‘‘cut and dried” before I was 
brought into that court that I should be convicted, but 
what could I expect ? Iam an Infidel, 
much as they say 1 ought to, but I believe all I can. 

The foreman of the jury was a superintendent of a Sab- 
bath-schoo]. A pretty nice man, perhaps, but his views are 
not very broad. Thoroughly opposed to me in religious 
views, I was regarded by that Christian jury as a very 
bad man. It may be I am; but I never killed anybody, 


never robbed a bank, never committed burglary, nor any | 


other kind of robbery, but I was convicted easily. L do not 


know but I could tell you something about prison life, , 


but I must not detain you, though I have experienced a 
little of it. I will just say this, Our prisens are terrible 
places. They are the most unhappy of places for a man to 
be placed in. 

Iam satisfied that in what are called our courts of justice 
there is far more injustice than justice. I became acquainted 
with men, when I was in prison up there, sentenced for life 
who I am fully convinced were not guilty. I saw two men 
sent there for life for murder, I do not believe, after 
thoroughly looking into the cases, that either of them was 
guilty in the slightest degree. A poor man without friends, 
without money, stands a very slim chance of getling justice 
in our courts; whereas, a rich man, with rich, influential 
friends can do almost anything and yet escape punishment. 
The discipline in the prison where I wad is severe. 
acquainted with men who have been in Auburn, Sing Sing, 
Clinton prison, and in prisons in other states. .1 was 
thrown among rather a hard class, I admit, but I made the 
best of it. In the workshop where I was employed two 
months at shoemaking, there we had to stand all day, and it 
was very hard. We could not speak, nor could we even 
raise our eyes. We had to be very precise as to many 
things or we would be taken to the dungeon, or the '' pad- 
dle," as they call that mode of punishment. After I had 
been there some time I became ill and was removed to the 
hospital. During my confinement I conversed considerably 
with men of all shades of crime—thieves, pickpockets, bur- 
glars, murderers, those who had committed rape, arson, 
etc., and I had a pretty good chance to compare my- 
self with men who were guilty of all sorts of crimes i 


will ever rejoice that they sent an old man to prison for 
the question of marriage and the relation of the sexes, in ` 


thought, not one obscene argument, but simply plain and. 
fair language, that every man and woman ought to be able | 


I don’t believe as. 


I got | 
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and I learned from several men that the rules of this 
prison were considered more severe, more irksome than 
those of any other-prison they had been in. I heard many 
men say that. The food is of a quality illy calculated to 
feed men who have to do hard labor. They feed the 
men as cheaply as they can. The penitentiary belongs 
to Albany county. ‘The object, of course, is to make as 
much as possible for the county. It has made $25,000 to 
$40,000 per year above all expenses, after paying the super- 
intendent, deputy-superintendent, aud all the officials, 
though there are twenty or thirty of them, which makes a 
very handsome thing for the county, even though the poor 
prisoners are half fed. I think it would be far better to 
make $15,000 less a year, and give the men who have to 
labor food they can eat without gagging, and which would 
enable them to work. : 

I have words of praise to speak for some who are con- 
nected with the establishment. Superintendent McEwen is 
a gentleman, - There are, of course, rules which he has to 
be governed by, but he is a kind-hearted man, and his fam- 
ily did as much as they could for me, I had some favors 
shown me while I was sick, which I cannot forget. I want 
to speak in gratitude of them, and assure them I appreciate 
their kindness. They were not cruel to me. The officers 
treated me quite kindly. At first they were very harsh. 
They spoke to me as if I was a dog. They spoke to me 
with such severity that it made me feel badly. I must say 
jt was an unpleasant experience. But after we got acquain- 
ted they treated me better. I will not say they used me 
amiss. Now, I will not detain you longer. There are 
plenty of others to speak, and I would much prefer to listen 
to them. Ithank you heartily for your kindness. I am 
resolved to be a good citizen. I have endeavored hereto- 
fore to be so. I shall continue to be a law-abiding citizen, but 
I will speak in defense of liberty. I will speak in defense 
of that which I think is right. I will speak the truth, aud I 
will print it. [Applause]. 


AMELIA H. COLBY. 


Mr. Bennett, Mr. Chairman, and Women and Men: The 
occasion which brings us together this evening is one 
which brings to. me a large amount of sadness. While 
I look at these men and giant minds ef the age of to-day, 
and while I listen to the sayings that have already been 
spoken by these men of thought and men of grand caliber 
and mentalities, I ask you the question, have they told the 
truth ? 

Is it true that D. M. Bennett, in this great!Empire state of 
New York, and while the nineteenth century was robing 
itself with a mantle of almost a hundred years, has been 
falsely imprisoned? Is it true that the man who lived a 
hundred years ago and wrote the ''Age of Reason” 
[applause], for which he was imprisoned, and a man who 
Lives to-day by the name of D. M. Bennett, and who has 
forced a large class of the religious world to utilize and to 
apply the “Age of Reason,” written by Thomas Paine? 
[Applause] 1 say, is it true that a hundred years 
after a man must be imprisoned in this great and grand 
civilization of America? And for what? Why, my friends, 
Iknow of no way of removing evils but to understand the 
cause that produces them. And right here let me say I 
don't wish to take any note of time; hence you will please 
time me, for if I should get wound up, why, it would take 
me a long time to run down. 

I rembmber reading, and 80 do many of you, the words 
that Se many years ago, and they are these: “AN 
men are born free and equal.” Was that a fact a hundred 
years ago? I remember well the sensation that vibrated 
through the patriotic souls that were then in the Colonies, 
which are now your United States. I remember well the 
shaking of monarchical powers; I remember well the trem- 
bling of priesthood from center to circumference as the 
cry went forth that all men were born free and equal. I 
ask you, if it was true a hundred years ago, what has 
changed its truth from that day till now? If itis true now, 
is Mr, Bennett born- with the same privileges, with the 
same rights, with the same equality, that President Hayes 
has? Is he born with the same rights of Anthony Comstock? 
Is he born with the same rights as juries, judges, lawyers, 
doctors, priests, popes, clergymen, and ministers? If he is, 
why is he falsely imprisoned? 

My friends, you have arrived at a point in United States’ 
history when it demands investigation; and instead you find 
men and women using six days out of every seven in trying 
to find out how you can adorn your persons to make your- 
selves appear the most lovely to one of the sixty thousand 
ministers in the United States. [Applause.] Why, it seems 
to me you had better be educating yourselves upon the 
statutes of your state and upon the government of your 
nation and knowing where you are drifting. If man can 
help pay the church salary; if he can support the ministers; 
if his wite, or daughter, or sister can dress well enough to 
appear in some of your high churches, it is no matter about 
constitutions; it is no matter about poor unfortunate men 
that are born here. To investigate truth, they must do as 
martyrs in the ages of the past, and be glad to do it. Who 
objects? Who denounces Mr. Bennett? Who denounces 
Mr. Heywood? Who denounces John A. Lant?- Who 
denounces these men? Not Infidels; not scientific men. 
Who then? The priests and their parrots. [Applause.] 

Bj, Volney says, ‘Educate the people and all is lost," The 

priesthood know to-day if you take men and women, if you 

allow them to know and understand the necessities, the 

demands, of their life, tuat their power is eventually lost; 

and, rather than to have their power lost, they would damn 
. a world to save themselves. [Applause. | 

The Constitution of the United States passed on seventy 
years almost before the church found out that it had no 
God; and, had our Infidel minds kept still, they would not 
have known it till to-day. And why? Because they are 


not investigative minds ; and now their cry is, * Let us 
have God in the Constitution!” 

I want to say to you, Mr. Chairman; I want to say to 
every gray-haired man and woman ; mother and father; to 
every son and daughter, that when that question is asked, 
why there is no God in the Constitution of the United 
States, or when the demand is made that that God shall be 
changed, you are standing upon the brink of a political 
abyss, of a national revolution, that nothing can save you ` 
from unless you educate yourselves, or unless you use the: 
sword and the bullet as in days gone by. [Applause. | 

No God in the Constitution of the United States! What! 
was it that lifted the foot of slavery from cff three hundred 
thousand square miles of slave territory and gave it to the | 
freeman's tread ? What was it that hushed in silence for 
ever the cries of the poor unfortunate slaves that toiled 
incessantly beneath the power of the slaveholder in the 
Southern rice swamps and cotton flelds, and that destroyed 
for all time the last slave mart in the United States ? and 
no God in the Constitution! What was it that made every 
male slave a citizen and placed him side by side with the 
Anglo-Saxon? What was it, I ask you, and no God ? 

This is an hour and a time when the demand is that every 
man and woman, whether in the church or outside of it, 
investigate the condition of this nation. You have just 
passed through a political war. Hear me for a moment, 
while I review its causes and results, saying nothing about 
the millions and millions of dollars of indebtedness that has 
fallen upon the shoulders of this people, so that to-day, in- 
stead of four million slaves you have thirty millions, and 
instead of being black they are of the Anglo-Saxon race. 
But, my friends, not one mother that lost one of her boys, 
who were made martyrs to your late civil and political war’ 
felt the money that it cost you; not one; but how many 
left their homes and returned no more forever ? More than 
three hundred thousand young men left their homes and 
returned no more forever. Their blood stained the summits 
of your mountains and the green pastures of your valleys. 
Their bones lie bleaching under the rays of a Southern sun. 
All over this vast continent of yours, between rivers and 
oceans, the cry went forth, and Liberty was the watchword 
and freedom the giant power that marched these bold and 
brave young men to fight the battles for your liberty and 
the liberty of your children and your children’s children. 
More than twice that number of older men bared their 
bosoms to the mouth of the booming cannon and fought as 
no man ever fought before, And why and what for? Was 
it 80 that a priestly power sixty thousand strong should say 
to the American people what they should send through the 
United States mail and what they should not? I answer 
No. [Applause.] But that America’s freedom should be 
protected ; that every child belonging to her soil, that every 
person that came and supped with us beneath our sunshine, 
that every human being that came to our shores, whether 
begotten in America or upon the shores of the Old World, 
should have equal privileges, rights, and liberties through- 
out every condition belonging to the government of the 
United States and to the statutes of your states. Are these 
of a necessity ? Are these things facts? Is ita fact that 
a man has been imprisoned unjustly ? Is it a fact that two 
men, hundreds of men, have been defrauded of their prop- 
erty ? Their good names have been destroyed under these 
rules of tyranny that the power of the church hes been 
wielding ever since you and I have had any history of her 
existence. Whenever you put God into your Constitution 
you put every American citizen out. [Applause.} 


SPEECH OF JAMES D. M'CLELLAN. 


Mr. CHAIRMAN, LADIES, AND GENTLEMEN: I had no 
conception this evening when I availed myself of the invita- 
tion which had been extended to me by the Committee 
which has charge of this meeting, that one so intelligent, so 
respectable and enthusiastic, would be within the four walls 
of this building. I came here, Mr. Chairman, as a sympa- 
thizer with the cause which the martyrdom of Mr. Bennett 
represents, and I was again convinced that in the history of 
the American people the cause of civil and religious 
liberty cannot be stopped by an incident like the martyrdom 
of a citizen [Applause] I have watched, sir, for many 
years the progress of vhis intolerant, this narrow legislation 
that has been put upon the statute books of our country. I 
have, sir, in the courte, upon more than one occasion, had 
great cause in speaking to juries to ask them to consider 
whether they should in an age like this consign men to the 
prison upon evidence which was not evidence before this 
legislation came into existence. [Applause.] I know, ladies 
and gentlemen, that you, reading as you do in the public 
papers, going as you do into your public meeting, have no 
opportunity of witnessing the workings of the laws as they 
are applied in the United States District Court of this dis- 
trict, and in oiher United States district courts throughout 
the length aud breadth of this country. For I tell you to- 
night, and Mr. Bennett and those other gentlemen that are 
here upon this platform and are in the audience will bear 
me out, that liberty is outraged, that tyranny is triumphant, 
and American history is disgraced. [Applause.] I have 
thought, sir, from the earliest days when I commenced to 
read the law of this land that one of the great principles of 
legislation was to make no act a crime unless that act was 
prompted by a wicked and criminal intent. I pick up the 
history of our legislation for the last fifteen years in the 
halls of our national Congress, and what do we find—in a 
land that boasts, sir, of religious and civil liberty— what do 
I find? That a gentleman as respectable as this gentleman 
can have his liberties taken from him by a man like Anthony 
Comstock, who has become a moral leper of our country; a 
man—God forbid that I should even misname him. I saya 


as is believed by the Christian dispensation, willd find no 
hell too hot, no pit too deep, in which to put him. I per- 
ceive, ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Chairman, that recently 
Mr. Comstock has been perusing the pages of Roscoe's 
* Criminal Evidence” and ‘‘ Phillips upon Evidence," and 
at a Congratulatory meeting of a number of fightinz Meth- 
odist clergymen—I don't want to say anything against 
clergymen, for I have found them very acceptable acquaint- 
ances and friends—but I perceive that at a meeting—a 
Methodist conference—Mr. Comstock has been perus- 


ing Roscoe's ‘‘ Criminal Evidence,” and that he found upon 


the pages of that celebrated and eminent work some justifi- 
cation for the procedure which he had been following up 
for the last tweive or fifteen years ; and our friends in the 
conference became so completely satisfied wita the convic- 
tion upon the authority which he there cited that they 
unanimously voted him confidence and a godspeed him in 
his good work. . 

While I read that I thought of Anthony Comstock. You, 
my friends, have not seen him as Mr. Bennett has seen him. 
You have not seen him as the poor, unhappy, unfortunate . 
man sitting at the bar to be tried has seen him. I have seen 
him go to the District Court in this U. 8. District, and take 
the “sacred scriptures” in his hand, and, under the one- 
sided ruling of Judge Benedict, swear into prison and doom 
to solitary confinement as noble men and as true as ever lifted 
their eyes in supplication for mercy. I knew a young and 
gallant soldier, who fought bravely for his country while 
Comstock was serving God in the rear. I defended that 
man before what I call a journeyman jury ; and I am not 
saying this harshly nor unkindly, for 1 say 1f there is a blot 
upon the administration of our criminal laws in the United 
States to-day it is the jury system as it exists in the United ` 
States district courts. I saw that young, gallant soldier, 
honorably discharged from the army, having left upon the 
field of battle won his good right arm; and as he came into 
that court nobly and truthfully to answer a charge that 
Mr. Comstock had invelgled him into a correspondence, and. 
his young and beautiful wife and his three handsome chil-^ 
dren sitting beside him, it did seem as though God inspired 
us ali that day, for,we found some good Samaritan upon the 
jury. And while those children cried and clamored around 
their father’s koee, speaking to him who was soon, as they 
supposed, to go to prison, I saw that Anthony Comstock sit 
as stolid asa stoic, with no sign of sympathy, no throb of 
compassion, cold and heartless. There was the husband 
and the father; there was the wife and the mother; and then 
my thoughts turned to the hour of pious devotion and med- 
itation, when Anthony Comstock, in company with his 
Methodistical friends and his orthodox brethren, dropped 
upon his knees and rep2ated that good and beautiful prayer, 
“Lead us not into temptatioa." [Applause.] And then, 
again, as I allowed my imagination to picture out the scene 
of his orthodox devotion, I thought I could hear him 
singing the old refrain: 

" Teach me to feel another's woe, 
To hide the faults I see; 


The merey I to others show, 
That mercy show to me,” 


But there are plenty of others who are here to address 
you. ; There is much to be said upon this subject, and I 
cannot trespass upon your patience and intelligence longer, 
but willsay to you that you have commenced the work of 
reform here to-night. You have commenced the great 
crusade which will end In the extirpation of such men as 
Comstock and his hirelings, and you will continue in this 
work until the historians shall record in the annals of our 
country that a monstrosity like Comstock is an impos- 
sibility in the legal history of our country [applause] ; and 
you in your individual capacity can go out to-night and 
from this time forward create a healthy public sentiment 
that will accomplish that result. Taere is an incident in the 
history of England, and a motto which was displayed upon 
one occasion by the great Admiral Nelson. When the 
French fizet was seen in the distance it was thought that 
the English government was at an end, that the proud and 
boasted Britaunia would not rule the wave any longer. 
Just as that battle opened, from the Admiral's ship, from 
the foremost mast, was thrown out the pennant, and upon 
it was this motto, ** This day E:gland expects every man to 
do his duty.” -So to-night have we thrown out to the breeze 
the great banner, and upon it is inscribed, ‘‘ America 
expects every son and daughter to do their duty." 


The following resolutions were read by Dr. T. L. Brown 
and supported by Mr. Stephen Pearl Andrews in the sub- 
joined speech, after which they were unanimously adopted: 


1. Resolved, That in the assault upon D. M. Bennett the lib. 
erties of every Citizen of the land have been assailed. 


* 2. Resolved, That we do hereby protest against the corrup. 
tion in cffice, the hypocrisy in the pulpit, and the dishonesty 
on the bench, which have combined to perpetraie this out- 
rage upou Mr. Bennett. 


3. Resolved, That in D. M. Bennett we recognize that highest 
aud noblest type of a true citizen—a PATRIOT ; for while 
the loyal obey, the patient endure, and tyrants execute bad 
laws, none but the patriot risks life and liberty to defy and 
break them, It was his deflance of unjust laws that made 
Washington a traitor to his king and government and gave 
us liberty. 


4, Resolved, That the principle of freedom ia never s9 ade. 
quately and absolutely vindicated as when it is rigorously 
apptied in a sense running counter to our own prejudices; 
as in a Case, for example, where we do not sympathiza with 
the act done, and where, even, we strenuously disapprove 
of it; but when we intelligently and firmly stand for the 
equal rights of all others to judge for themselves, and for 


man that, if there j$ any truth in the law of condemnation, ' their cvvil right to do precisely that which we most vehe- 
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Suppose there was such an offense as has been indicated 
here, and a man was sent for sixty days to the Island, : 
wouldn't that be ample? On the contrary, ten years’ im- 
prisonment—that is the maximum—and $5,000 fine for 
sending a foolish thing, perhaps, through the mail. 


mently disspprové and condemn—short of actual aud | regarding the relations of government t the governed. We 
obvious encroachment; that this idea of freedom for what | here hold that the governors are merely the agents for the 

ae cannot approve, because we approve of freedom, is Ameri- execut Í th ill of th le W 
canism pure and simple, and the most difficult lesson which cution of the will of the people. e here have a 
the devotees of arbitrary suthority, ecclesiastical, political, | government based on the ideas which are contained in the 
Or social, have ever to learn; but. one which must be) American Declaration of Independence. We here are 
learned, and laboriously inculcated at all hazards. working out a great experiment in behalf of human free- 
5. Resolved, That any other doctrine than this incurs the dom. But we have to, be always vigilant, Perpetual vigi- 
lance is the price of freedom. We have had already in this 


necessity, and entails the curse on our people of a censor- 
Ship of the press ; of an organized and perpetual body of i 

country two grand crisesin the war which we, as Ameri- 
cans, are instituting against the tyrannies of the past. One 


government spies, and of the whole machinery of religious, 
of those crises was at the time of the war of the Revolution 


political, and social repression which we in the past have 
for the purpose of establishing our political freedom. That 


heen happily rid of; and the reintroduction of which will 
be the rapid and complete subversion of the most advanced 

war gave the occasion—was the opportunity—for injecting 
into American institutions such doctrines as we believe in 


&nd benign system of institutions which the world has ever 
seen; and with the continuance of which the well-being of 

here to-day—such doctrines as had never been made the 
basis of any government on the. face of the earth prior to 


humanity is most closely united. 
6. Resolved, That we deliberately denounce the Comstock 
that time, I believe that the American people, ou the 
occasion of that great revolutionary crisis, adopted and 


legislation, as to its hidden and real animus, which is the 

suppression of free thought and the freedom of the press ; 
formed doctrines in behalf.of freedom for which they them- 
selves were not in any great degree prepared. They 


and the rulings of Judge Benedict in the case of Bennett ; 
had not grown up to the views that were entertained 


and the refusa! of Presideat Hayes to interfere, as a legisla- 

tive, a judicial, and administrative outrage ; and that we 
by Thomas Jefferson and Thomas Paine, but the circum- 
stances favored their adoption of those views, their 


pledge ourselves to continue to do whatsoever true men and 
incorporation of them into the Declaration of Inde- 


irué women may rightly do to reverse this Whole current 
pendence, and subsequently into the Constitntion. The 


of procedure, 
7. Resolved, That if it were not too melancholy and danger- 
people, therefore, had interpolated. a doctrine of human 
growth and freedom that was entirely in advance of their 


ous it would be comically ludicrous to behold the gi- 
gantic machinery of the United States government invoked 

own growth; it was in advance of any development that 
had tsken place in any large way on the surface of the 


to punish by zen years’ imprisonment, and five thousand dollars 

fine, some thoughtless or angry boy or mau who has said 
planet. The result has been that we naturally seem to 
recede from those principles as we progress. We were 


a naughty word, on paper, through the post office to some 
one who to protect himself has only to decline to read what 

led forward int he history of the last hundred years until 
we came to this second of those grand crises which have 


is sent him, or throw it into the waste basket ; and that this 
marked that history; that was the conflict with American 


SPEECH OF LUCY N, COLMAN. 


LADIES AND GENTEEMEN: I have the reputation of being 
8 Very daring woman, and certainly have proved it by pre- 
senting myself before vou to-night, I am not learned in 
'the schools ; I have neither the profession of priest nor of 
lawyer i know nothing comparatively of the law, very 
little of logic. But I know something of common sense. : 
{A voice: ‘Hear, he&r!") And so please bear with me a 
very few minutes; for, daring as I am I would not be 
unjust, and certainly I should be unjust to this magnificent 
audience if I were to take its time while others with so 
much more ability are behind me ready to speak. But you 
will be surprised when I say to you, I want to ask the 
mothers in this audience—now be careful—I want to ask 
the mothers in this audience what kind of a feeling would 
come over them—any one of you— were you the mother of 
Anthony Comstock. [Great applause.] To what depths 
may a woman sink who dares to take upon her the holy 
office of motherhood ignorantly and profanely. 

Friends, long ago, long ago, when the flush of girlhood 
was upon my cheeks, I went before audiences, ignorant 
though I was, to plead for the redemption of the slave. I 
thought I had earned a right to quiet in my old age with 
my venerable friend, whom every one of you want to know 
—Amy Post, of Rochester. [Applause and cries of ‘‘ Let's 
see her,” whereupon Amy Post stood up.] The very compeers 
of Lucretia Mott, Amy Post and Lucy N, Colman dared 
to be called the ‘‘queens of obscenity” for liberty and 
freedom | : vo 5 

Mr. Bennett, if others have suffered for you as I have 
suffered the past year, they know how to say, All honor, all 
honor, good and faithful servant (here she shook hands 
with Mr. Bennett), you have all our hearts. 


great country is now afflicted and disgraced, through the 
activity of a. few over-zealous bigots, by a new edition os 
slavery. 
It was two or three men who aroused the nation from a 


the Connecticut Blue laws, so ridiculous that the people 
state of lethargy, which had acted with torpedo touch upon 


almost refuse as yet to believe in their existence. : 
the.minds of the people; and we discovered that so far from 


8, Resolved, That amending ‘‘ God” into the Constitution 
Openly urged, and the Comstock law secretly enacted, orig- 

practically vindicating the doctrines of the Declaration of 
Independence, we were ourselves driven back into a des- 


inate in one and the same source, and are parts of one and 

the same policy of the ecclesiastical party, namely, t5 re- 

establish the union of church and State and to regain the 
potism which was gradually and slowly creeping over the 
whole country. But Garrison and Phillips, and the few 
brave men and women who took up that agitation and held 


priestly power so vigorously denounced by the fathers of 
the revolution and go determinedly rejected by the framers 

it during thirty years, ultimately aroused the conscience 
and the interest of the people of this country, and we went 


of the Constitution. 
9. Resolved, That though, religiously, Anthony Comstock is 
successfully through that second great American crisis. 
We abolished slavery. We rendered our institutions har- 


the creature of the church, politically he is the product of 
the Republican party, and that his law is the work of a Repub- 

monious with the doctrines of the American Declaration of 
Independence aud the American Constitution. We, in 


' licen Congress ; and that as the ‘‘ God-in-the-Comstitution ” 
proposition came within two votes of receiving a two-thirds 
Other words, established, or began anew to establish, the 
doctrine which may be distinctively called Americanism, 


majority of the Senate in a late Congress (1876), twenty- 
eight votes, all Republican, being cast for it, and sixteen, all 

which we had but half understood at first, which we hardly 
understood yet, and which we hardly understand now. 


Democratic, against it, these measures and this action of the 
[Applause.] 


respective parties should be taken into careful consideration 

by every voting Liberal, and unless the party dismiss Com- 

stock, 

10. Resolved, That all other questions now agitated by the 
great political parties are not worth a moment's consideration 

Finally we come here at this time to inaugurate the third 

grand crisis of this Amerioan war in behalf of freedom. 

[Applause] We have gone back since the days of the anti- 

Slavery war as we went back naturally and necessarily 

between the Declaration of Independence and the anti 


in comparison with the new questions of human freedom 

lately and so suddenly sprung upon the people, and that all 
Slavery war. When there is not some aggression on hand; 
when men are not aroused to think; when 8 new generation 


other questions should be adjourned till this one of freedom 

of the press and personal liberty be fought out over again, 
of people arise that have not been indoctrinated, we are 
always io expect that there will be a receding from the 


and finally settled so that it will stay setued. 
11 Resolved, Therefore, if as most of the enemies of Liberal- 
advanced position which our highest doctrine announces. 
We must be on the alert to watch for such conditions as 


ism, and even some of its friends have averred, ‘‘ Cupid’s 
Yokes” were a weak literary production and of a bad moral 

this, and we gre now in that condition exactly—that we 
have become 80 secure, or felt so secure, in the possession 


tendency (in our judgment), and if asthe same or other 
persons have affirmed, D. M. Bennett were an uncultured, 

of our freedom, that we did not anticipate that any invasion 
of it was to come from any source whatever; and the com- 


uncouth, immoral, and wicked individual, wautonly blas- 
munity at large is not as yet aroused to the fact that any 


pheming the sanctities of other people, and abounding in 
such aggression, any such conspiracy against the freedom 


ald, bold, and shocking utterances, offending the good 
taste of both friends and foes, that these facts would furnish 

of the American people, has been devised and partially 
executed as that which has sent that man to prison to wear 


us our supreme opportunity for vindicating the principle of 
freedom;, of others’ freedom along with, and as equal to our 

prison clothes and to work at hard labor under thé severest 
discipline for one year. 


own; that those facts if they were openly conceded as true 
Let me call your attention, gentlemen and ladies, to 


(a question of critical acumen which is uot here involved), 

80 tar from weakening our position would vastly strengthen 

' it, and would constitute the special occasion, and the higher 

demand on ali true Liberals to plant themselves unflinch- 

another man who has suffered from this same. conspiracy; 
another victim to this same false legislation and false execu- 
tion of the laws of the land. Iask my friend, E. H. Hey- 
wood, to present himself to this audience, (Mr. Heywood 


ingly on the equal rights of E. H. Heywood and D. M. 

Bennett with ali others, precisely as if they were the most 
arose.) That gentleman is the author of this far-famed 
pamphlet, ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes.". (Applause.) That is the 


**pious," the most ‘‘ moral,” and most '' highly cultured ” 
of individuals. 
19. Resolved, That American institutions are the one grand 
experiment in the world, based on a sublime faith in the 
self-regulating potencies of freedom ; on the exalted doc- 
trine that the cure for the evils of freedom is more free- 
man who was convicted under these same Comstock laws in 
Massachusetts and sent to the state prison there, and was 
pardoned out after some seven months’ imprisonment by 
President Hayes. (Applause.) Now he was convicted on 
this foulest of all charges, the charge of obscenity. You 
are wise men and women. You have seen others and 


dom ; and that the so-called Comstock legislation is an 

insidious aad specious attempt—-under the pretext of regu- 
learned to judge by looking in their faces and at their per- 
sons. There is not one of you here but what would be 


lating a trivial and comparatively unimportant matter—to 

circumvent, reverse, and defeat the legitimate operation of 
ashamed to impute on the mere presence of this learned. 
and excellent man any such thought or purpose as that t 


the American type of government and social organization, 

and to substitute the old, oppressive, and discarded methods 
(Applause.) Nor did the judge or the jury believe anything 
of the kind. It is simply a blind infatuation or a timid and 


of the tyrannies of the past; the constant all-sided, and im- 

pertinent interference of the government with the affairs 

and liberties of the citizen. 

18. Resolved, That already under this new and dirastrous 

cowardly yielding to what is supposed to be public opinion. 
But audiences like this, taking up this subject and giving 
their verdict in relation to it, will reverse all that opinion. 
We have simply to do as we are doing here to-night to give 


legislation, of the very existence and of the true nature and 
warning to these over-zealous invaders of our rights that the 


exteut of which the country at large is as yet wholly una- 
‘ware, men of science, artists, and philanthropic reformers, 

time has come when we shall stand for the principles of 
American liberty, (Applause. ) 


publishing their works in utter good faith, are living so far 
I will close my remarks with one word more. I wish to 


as they have become cognizant of those laws under a verit- 

able reign of terror; and that in so far as they are not 
call your attention to a point that has not been mentioned, 
the utter and savage barbarity and severity of these laws, ! 


HON. ELIZUR WRIGHT, 


The reference to the venerable Lucretia Mott incites me 
to say that it was my good fortune, when a young man, to 
be present at the convention in Philadelphia, in 1833, which 
formed the American Antislavery Society. lt was consid- 
ered dangerous by the authorities for us to meet in the 
evening. We could meet in a certain small hall, about 
sixty or seventy of us from all parts of the country; and 
when we got together we thought it was necessary to have 
some geutleman of great dignity to preside at our meetings. 
So we sent a committee for a venerable gentleman who had 
been an antislavery man from the time of the Revolution— 
a man of great dignity—but he declined to come, and our 
men delegates were very much = disheartened; a good 
many of them ‘thought we had better postpone the meeting, 
when there arose a lady, who said: ‘‘ Gentlemen, are you 
afraid to do this thing ? Don't you dare to form such a 
society ?" Well, she shamed ¿us out of the idea of going 
away. lam sorry to say that in the report of that meeting : 
there was no mention made of Lucretia Mott; but it was 
her speech, which we thought a sort of miraculous thing, 
that spunked us up to be somebody. Now we people meet 
together for freedom of the soul as well as of the body, and 
we fall back upon these mothers in Israel, who set us on; 
and we rely upon them to carry on this great battle of 
humanity, for the freedom of the soul. [Applause.] 


ME. HEY WOOD'S SPEECH, 


Mr. President, Ladies, and Gentlemen ; At this late hour I 
feel I ought not to take your time, but certainly cannot 
resist the desire to say how glad I am to be here with you 
to stand up for free speech with D. M, Bennett; how glad 
Iam that you, sir, the President of the National Liberal 
League, with its nearly two hundred auxiliaries, running 
through all the states, that you, sir, come here'to add your 
brave and intelligent voice to this condemnation of the out- 
rage suffered by our friend Mr. Bennett, à man who was 
sent to the Albany Penitentiary for having done no wrong, 
a man who never wronged any one, who was sent there for 
a brave and noble deed, & deed of which any American 
citizen might well be proud (applause), that of deliberately 
confronting a wicked and unjust law, and treading it under 
foot. " : . : 

You remember, and I will recall this, that Mr. Bennett's 
selling ‘‘ Cupid’s Yokes,” and sending it through the mail, 
occurred in this way: A siater-in-law, and love, of mine, 
Josephine Tilton, went to Watkins two years ago last 
August, in the way of business, to dispose of reform pub- 
lications. In the course of the convention there, she hap- 
pening to be away to dinner, Mr. Bennett,.as any gentleman 
would do, and be glad to do, sold some of her pamphlets, 
| dropping the money into her box, simply to assist her. 
Bome spy was on the ground, and he, that afterneon, was 
arrested, taken over to the village, and held for trial.. Soon 
after, another man, a distinguished friend, the Liberal lec- 
turer William S. Bell, was arrested in the same manner, and 
held to bail. Later on, the lady herself, Miss Tilton, was 
arrested, taken over, and held for trial. Still later, a citizen 
ofthe place feeling outraged that strangers weretreated in that 
way, attempted to investigate the matter and see if he could 
not put a stop to it, when, lo, he too Was arrested, until four 
were held for trial—another case waiting over his head. 
I got the news in my cell, No. 52, Dedham Jail, and Mr. 
Bennett felt so indignant that American citizens could be 


“informed, they are daily incurring the risk of a savage, 
terrific, and excessive punishment; from the law, for 
no crime, in ignorance of their danger, and trusting 
to the spirit of jrzedom whlch has hitherto characterized 
our country and distinguished it from Russia, Turkey, and 
the despotisms of the past. 


MR. STEPHEN PEARL ANDREWS. 


Ladies and Gentlemen : I came upon this platform think- 
ing that I was secured by an understanding that I was not 
to be called on for a speech. But as that understanding has 
not protected me, and has not and will not protect you, I 
ask of you a little attention tothe remarks that I have to 
make based on the resolutions to which you have listened. 

Let us look a little at the fundamental principles. There 
are in fact only two methods of government before this 
entire world. One of these methods has been tried and is 
tried yet on most of the soils of the different lands upon the 
face of the earth, while we in America are pledged to the 
purpose of testing another and a different method of 
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treated in that way, that he stated publicly, and printed it 
in his paper, “I will sell the book to anyone who calls ; I 
will send it by mail ?’ knowing when he stated it that I was 
in jail under sentence to two years’ imprisonment at hard 
labor; knowing that he said it at the peril of going behind 
the bars—I say that act is one which has few parallela for 


courage, for intelligent bravery, in the annals of this or any . 


other country. [Applause,] Were I Mr. Bennett, and asked 
to chogse a sentiment to be put on my tombstone, I would 
want no better inscription thaa that brave and timely state- 
ment, ‘‘I will sell the book and send it by mail.” [Applause.] 
They say he broke the law. What Jaw? The law of igno- 
rance and superstition and intolerance—notthe lawof liberty, 
whose seat is in the bosom of truth and whose voice is the 
harmony of the world. These very judges that condemn 
us—Judge Clarke, who tried me in Massachusetts, in 1863, 
then senator from New Hampshire, came all the way down 


to Faneuil Hall to stand up there and glory in the fact that’ 


he had broken United States law—the Fugitive Slave law. 
The Republican party itself came into power over the ruins of 
United States law that they gloried in trampling under foot. 
And as disobedience to United States law furnished a basis 
for the Republican party, so our friend, by deliberately 
defying and treading under foot this law, has furnished a 
platform for the great Liberal League, which is to be the 
future political power of this country. [ Applause. | 


They say that he was sent, and it is true to a certain ex- 
tent, to Albany. My distinguished fellow-citizen in Massa- 
chusetts, the Rev. Joseph Cook, speaking of the Albany 
felon, says he was justly sent there. We know that all 
these assertions are made because Mr. Bennett, ever since 
he set foot in New York six years ago, has criticised 
persistently, relentlessly, but justly, the doctrines and prac- 
: tices of the Christian church. [Applause.] It was her- 
esy, in a certain sense, but it was also for a new heresy, 
because do not let us leave out of sight here to-night the 
fact that it is the diffusion of physivlogical knowledge that 
is the real erime in this matter. One of the first victims in 
this city, my distinguished and devoted friend Dr. Foote 
(whom Iam glad to see here to-night), sent a little pam- 
phlet, so small that it could be slipped into an envelope, 
merely answering qustions that had been asked him repeat- 
edly by his patients. It furnished certain physiological 
knowledge; same in the Bradlaugh book in England, same 
in my book. The crime is to impart physiological knowl- 
edge. If you read the Comstock statute, you will see it all 
turns on certain physiological information. Now United 
States law—1I will not call ita law ; Charles Sumner never 
would dignify the Fugitive Slave act by calling it a law; he 
said it was a 072] ; and, from his seat in the Senate, he not 
only advised but urged the citizens of the country to put 
the infamous thing under foot—this national act and the 
state act here in New York, and another act in Massachu- 
setts, were drafted in the office of the Society for the Sup- 
pression of Vice, on Nassau atreet, drafted by the advice of 
tho Young Men’s Christian Association; and, as I heard a 
woman say the other night, if we haven’t a hell for anything 
else, we ought to have one large enough to hold the Young 
Men’s Christian Association: (Applause.) All. these 
statutes turn on this point: anything that can inform 


parents intelligently to regulate the reproductive instinct.: 


These Comstock statutes are so cunningly framed that it is 
actually a criminal offense to have a syringe in your house. 
I discussed this point once before a Boston audience— 
indeed the very one that welcomed Mr. Bennett enthusiasti- 
cally after he was convicted; and we will give him one ten 
times as large if he will come there again. mE 

You see the crime is in diffusing knowledge. Now what 
is this knowledge? It is nothing new. Here sits a man 
who for thirty years in this city has proclaimed precisely 
the same things I put into ''Cupid's Yokes,” and from 
Stephen Pearl Andrews back to Plato and Jesus, every 
philosopher in history whose opinion is worth respecting 
has indicated that intelligence should prevail in love and 
parentage. That, sir, is the only crime. They call my 
book hard names. Wait! It is only four years old, and 
it has already sent three men to prison ; it has been pro- 
nounced obscene by five United States judges. But it still 
lives, challenging attention. 

I was glad to hear our friend say that he was not sorry, 
You know they sent him to the Albany Penitentiary to 
reform him: Do you think he has reformed? I think you 
will find he is worse than ever; Iam sure I am. It did not 
reform me. iam glad to hear him say he will continue to 
go on in the old track. He will doit again, and let you 
and I do likewise. I am glad to announce to you that 
never for a single week or a single day has ‘‘ Cupid's 
Yokes” ceased going through the United States mails. 
The first article that reached me after I went inside the 
walls of Dedham Jail was a copy of *' Cupid's Yokes,” sent 
me by mail—sent by a nine-year-old girl, my own beloved 
girl, instructed by unterrified aunties, who then and 
there vindicated not only the citizen's right but woman’s 
right to freedom of speech, of conscience. 


SPEECH OF MOSES HULL. 


Ladies and Gentlemen : I am reminded of two things; one 
(s it is late and you aretired, and another is we have a num- 
ber of speakers here almost ready to burst with big apeeches. 
They want to be heard. This is a great cause and a great 
time, and they should be heard from. Certainly nothing 
"would havekept me here until this late hour except to honor 
our friend, D, M. Bennett, (Applause] A few years ago 


in the old Bay state, the hot bed of almost every ism and 
fanaticism in the world, was a man by the name of Thoreau 
who refused to pay histaxes simply because the govern- 
ment was in league with hell, he said. They put that man 
in jail. The next day Ralph Waldo Emerson went to the 
jail and looked through the grating into his cell. He says: 
“ Thoreau, what are you in there for?” Says he: “Emerson, 
what are you out there for?” The time has come when 
there is no place for an honest man out of jail. [Cries of 
“ Hear, hear!"] And if that is so, D. M. Bennett and E, H. 
Heywood should certainly be honored. But I said I would 
not take long. A word about Comstock. I got a little ac- 


` quainted with him in 1874. I didn't think he was a very 


bad man. I simply thought he was an abortion, that was 
all. In 1876 I began to decide that he was decidedly a bad 
man—one of the worst in the world. In 1877 I thought he 
was decidedly the worst man in the world. When he 
arrested Mr. Hey wood and Mr. Bennett, and when, in June, 
1878, he took three girls that were starving for bread, and 
hired them to strip themselves and dance and perform 
before him for about an hour and a quarter, and arrested 
those poor creatures, 1 decided then that if there was a hell 
where the devil presided because he was the greatest sinner 
that ever lived on earth, and Anthony Comstock died and 
went down there, if the devil did not arise and say, ‘‘ Mr. 
Comstock, you have beaten me; you areentitled to preside," 
the devil would preside over a meaner man than himself. 
That is all about Comstock, ` 


Now, ladies and gentlemen, of course there is no time to 
go. into argument, I would like to commence with the 
time King George asked our fathers what they wanted 
to go to this continent for, and they were afraid absolutely 
to give the answer. When they got over here, however, 
they told the story—they came to found a church without 
& pope, and a state without a king; came here to be 
their-own men, to do their own thinking, to speak their 
own thoughts, and live their own lives where they did not 
interfere with any one else, and asking no boot of anybody. 
This matter went on for a little while, until a few Scotch 


Presbyterians discovered we had mislaid. God by leaving 
They had overshot the 


his name out of the Constitution. 
mark once; they were trying too much, We asked them to 
debate. We asked them in DesMoines, Iowa, in Rochester, 
N. Y., and in the city of Boston. 
arrest us unless we kept still. Did we doit? I guess not. 


And when the Rev. Joe Cook took up the matter it was my 


lot to answer him. He stood there with books in his hand, 
and Joseph Cook lied. I will tell you how I can prove it, 


said. 


pretty near proved it. 


thing." ‘‘ No,” says he, ‘I cannot do it.” 
could not; if it were not for that probably I would meet 
him.” This reminds me of the story of a New Jersey dea- 
con. This deacon’s parish was very hard up indeed, 
had got to deprive themselves of something; what should it 
be—tobacco, tea, coffee, whisky, or preaching? Which 
would they do? They couldn’t spare any of the necessary 
articles, and sgo they concluded they would dispense with 
the minister. Said the deacon, ‘‘I will preach for you a 
little while for nothing." It was rather a poor preach, 
though probably just as good as anything else. But his 
duties were sometimes 80 onerous that they were not more 
than half done. Inthe hurry of preparing his discourse 
one Sunday morning he forgot to feed the calf until just as 
he was leaving the house for church. His wife reminded 
him of it, ‘‘Jocob,” says she, '* you haven't fed that calf.” 
** Well,” Jacob replies, ‘‘ we have time enough to feed him 
yet.” So she gave the deacon a pan of milk and he took it 
into the yard where the calf was kept. The infantile bovine 
saw its master approaching, and ran bleating toward him. 
Going at full tilt he struck the pan with his head, and sent 
it flying through the air, while the contents was distributed 
over the deacon’s person from head to foot. The deacon 
seized the calf by the ears, and bellowed, ‘‘If it wasn’t for 
the love of Christ I have in my heart, I'd twist your G—d 
d—d head off." Bo it is with Joe Cook; if it hadn't been 
for his social position he would have met me, If they 
would come out and meet our arguments on these questions; 
if they would come out and discuss this Comstock act (I am 
glad somebody says, Don't call it & law); if they would dis- 
cuss all these acts—discuss freedom of the press and of the 
mails; if these matters could be made political matters (and 
they will before many more of our men go to prison), then 
we would educate the people on those points. Iam afraid, 
ladies and gentleman, nothing will ever be accomplished 
until that is done, Politicians do not know anything. You 
never knew a politician in your life that counted sense or 
brains or noses; they count only one thing, and that is votes. 
And if the time comes that we must make it a political 
issue, we should put up D. M. Bennett for President of the 
United Statesand poll five hundred;thousand votes. Then 
when these questions come up in Congress, and they ask us 
whom we represent, we may answer, We represent 
the half million who voted for D. M. Bennett. Then they 
will say: ‘‘That is a growing party. We had better listen 
to them,” And then the girls won’t be taken out of the 
Treasury Department to make place for superannuated 


They said they would 


He gave us the page and the paragraph of a book that he 
quoted from ; then he read directly the opposite of what it 
I got up the next Sunday morning and read the par- 
agraph, and it was exactly opposite in sense to the way he 
read it, and it was reported in the daily psper. Some friends 
went to the gentleman and said: ‘‘ Mr, Hull says you lied ; 
He had the very document in his 
hand you quoted from. He challenges you to meet this 
“ Why not ?” 
“t Oh, the difference in our social status is so great that I 


They 


Methodist ministers. The world will grow better and the 
light will dawn once more, M 


SPEECH OF DR. R. C. FLOWER, OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Ladies and Gentlemen; From the foresta of Maine to the 
flowery gardens of Florida, from the cities of the East to 
the shaded spots beneath the wild Western canyons, the 
; Liberals of this country have gathered on this occasion to 
welcome home an old soldier, to welcome a man who has 
suffered the sorrows of the prison, theignominy of exile, 
j but who has returned on this occasion carrying the flag of 
| Liberalism higher than ever before. . 

We have gathered, ladies and gentlemen; to welcome an 
eld man, to shake him by the hand—a man who has 
demonstrated beyond the possibility of a doubt—a man who 
has proved that it is impossible for an orthodox court, 
presided over by a stiff-necked judge, urged on by a 
miserable sneaking church spy, to shut the mouth of a free 
man. The court is a mighty mill Between the mill- ` 
stones of judge and jury tremendous litigants have been 
crushed, But the court was not powerful enough to stop 
the free speech of a free man. It never will be in this 
country again. We have been told by our orthodox 
priesthood and preachers that children inherit their 
parents’ sins. All the Protestant churches are the offspring 
of Rome, and I verily believe in this respect the doctrine 
holds good. I believe that the Protestant churches have 
inherited the crimes, villainies, the malicious spirit, the 
cowardly, sneaking nature of the mother of harlota. 

Ladies and gentlemen, there is not a crime in the 
catalogue of sin, there is not a vice in the alphabet of 
vileness, that the church has not committed. 

It is not to be denied that the church robbed, seduced, — 
deceived, murdered, plundered, burned, and tortured 
Russians, Prussians, French, and English; and they 
have all, gone down under her iron heel, beneath the 
blows and moans she heeded not. Now, ladies and gentle. 
men, this church, this institution with bloody garments 
and necklace of skulls around her neck, with a smiling face, 
holding love in one hand but a hidden dagger with poi- 
soned tip in the other ; this church;put D, M, Bennett in 
the penitentiary. Great God—if there is one—do you 
believe, one of you, he was sent to the penitentiary for sell- 
ing ‘‘ Cupid’s Yokes?” Do you believe he was sent to the 
penitentiary for sending through the mails an obscene 
pamphlet? Do you believe Judge Benedict, who boasted 
one time that he had committed the Bible to heart—do you 
believe such & one could possibly be hurt with the 
obscenity of *'*Cupid's Yokes.” If they had become 
acquainted with their relatiyes of 8,000 years ago, do you 
believe the depravity of ‘‘ Cupid's Yokes” could hurt such 
men? Be honest, do you think ít could ? I tell you D. M. 
Bennett was sent to the penitentiary because he was an Infi- 
del and an honest skeptic, because he dared to write an open 
letter to Jesus Christ. According tothe church, Jesus Christ 
was D, M, Bennett's elder brother. Now, had not he a right 
to write a letter to his relative ? And according to the same 
authority Jehovah is D. M. Bennett’s father. Hasn't he a 
right to write a letter to his father? He is getting old, and 
if he had not hurried up he would not have written to him 
at all, Think you he was sent to jail for that? No; he 
was sent to the penitentiary because he published an Infidel 
paper, because he denounced theology and caused supersti- 
tion to crumble till those hoary institutions began to fall, 
Now, I ask your attention, and I will only be a few mo- 
ments—it is late, D. M, Bennett was sent to the peniten- 
tiary for sending a pamphlet, as he states, through the mail 
to a man writing and signing a false name—a decoy letter, 
Now, that letter, I believe, if I recollect right, contained 
nine lies, I believe Anthony Comstock wrote that letter- 
He is a sweet Christian, a pure, full-blooded Christian. He 
would pass in Kentucky for one without compunction of 
guilty conscience, He coolly and deliberately penned nine 
lies, and there is no law to punish him for sending nine lies 
—and that is a job lot—through the mails to induce a man 
who did not want to break the law to break it. Then he 
turns around, after he has virtually compelled a man to 
break the law, and jerks him into a narrow cell, out of 
which there is no exit, and has him convicted, I have read 
in mythology about the god Creggio Memnon—almost An- 
thony Comstock. He had a little spite against a man, 
and he had passed a law making it a penal offense for any 
woman to yield to the seductive desires of a man. He 
then induced a king’s daughter from another country, by 
promise of marriage, to come over and visit him, and by his 
fair palavering speeches he induced that poor child to aur- 
render. Then what did he do? He turned around then 
and had that poor girl arrested and taken into court and 
tried for breaking the law. First of all he got the law 
passed ; he then induced her to break the law, and then 
turned and prosecuted her for breaking the law. She was 
sent to the penitentiary for thirteen months—it was not a 
government jail—and I believe she was pardoned out at 
the end of three months. In the course of time that god 
disappeared, and, according to the legend, the gods held a 
congress, and they concluded to clean ont hell to see what 
was down in hell. They cleared out hell, and finally, when 
all the slimy, filthy, wiggling wretches had come from the 
pit, the demon said there was one thing down in the bottom 
ef hell so vile and loathsome that they could not get it up. 
So the gods ordered that they cast a ball of ipecac as big as 
the Rocky Mountains into the very depths of hell—ipecae 
was cheap at that time. Well, so they cast down one ball 
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James Parton, 


While chatting with Mr. Redpath one afternoon in his 
Study; the reporter noticed a letter lying on the table, the 
writing of which was of a peculiar ‘‘ scragginess.” He 
called Mr. Redpath’s attention to it and asked him whose 
hieroglyphics those were. , 

Mr, RgDPATHR: That's a letter from James Parton. . 

It’s rather singular, continued he, that there is nowhere a 
biography of James Parton—nothing but a few dates in 
cyclopedias—a man who has written more lives of great 
men and written them better than any author now living. 
He was born at Canterbury, England, in the shadow of the 
cathedral, as he expressed it, on February 9, 1822. Seven 
generations back, when the Huguenots were expelled from 
France, a Protestant farmer named Pierre Parton settled in 
Kent and bought land there. That land and the mill on it 
is now held and run by Peter Parton, the seventh Peter in 
direct line from the old Huguenot, All the Partons were 
men of the people; most of them were farmers and millers; 
“all prolific, good people, of plain ways, with a marked 
tendency to Liberal opinions,” said the Parton—our Parton. 

TRUTH BERKER: James Parton is an extreme Liberal, 
isn’t he? 

J. R.: I don't know whether he is an “extreme Liberal ” 
in politics or not. I think not always; but when he is 
correctly informed as to the facts he is of course. I hav 
seen Criticisms on the careers of Northern men in the South 
from his pen which he would not hav written if he had 
known thetruth about them. But at that time all the New 
York papers combined to misrepresent the pioneers of 
national ideas in the South. As to his religious views, he 
is a total unbeliever in all supernatural or authoritative 
religion. He thinks that all religions are of human origin, 
and that the religion of the future will havin it no theology 
and no worship ofa deity, but that it will derive its motive 
power from the love and compassion of man for man, He 
detests Chadbandism with a lively antipathy. He has fully 
identified himself with the Free Religious movements in 
New York and New England. His great ambition for 
many years past has been to write the standard life of 
Voltaire, of whom there is no tolerable biography in the 
English language. He has been engaged on that work for 
twenty years. He hopes to be able to finish it this year. 
He told me once: ‘I hav imported hundreds of volumes 
from France for the work, and I hope to be able to present 
Voltaire, fairly and fully, as one of the half-dozen most 
extraordinary human beings that ever lived." 

T. S.: When did Parton come here? 

J. R.: Parton's father died. when James was an infant. 
The son came to the United States when he was six years of 
age. He lived in New York city till he was thirteen, and 
then wentto White Plains for seven years with a view to 
college and the law, But circumstances:prevented him 
from securing & Collegiate education, and from nineteen to 
twenty-four (with an interval.of a year spent in England) 
he made his living by teaching, mostly in Philadelphia, 
‘where, as he said, ‘‘I had a nice little classical school,” 

"T. S8.: When did he begin his career as an author ? 

J. R.: Parton has given so entertaining an account of 
his first essays a8 an author that you had better copy it. 
He says: ‘‘ When Charlotte Bronte’s novel of Jane Eyre 
came out, twenty-two years ago, there was a good deal of 
talk in the newspapers and» country upon the question 
whether the author was & man or & woman. The title 
page bore the name of Currer Bell, which was invented by 
the author for the purpose of concealing her sex. 
is not 80 easy to conceal ag she seems to hav supposed, and 
I was perfectly certain myself, as every attentive reader of 
the work must hav been, that Carrer Bell was a woman, I 
was then a teacher, and, like most teachers, worked very 
hard for very little money. One evening, when i had £n- 
ished the labors of the day, I sat down in my exceedingly 
small room, and wrote a little piece upon this vexed ques- 
tion, in which I gave my reasons for supposing that a 
woman had written Jane Eyre, the most popular novel of 
the day. I took a world of pains with this essay, and 
when I had finished it, about midnight, I flattered myself 
that I had produced something very convincing and effect- 
ive. I folded it up in a neat packet, and wrote upon it 
these words: ‘N, Parker Willis, lisq., Editor of the Home 
Journal’ 

** It so happened that I used to pass Mr, Willis’s residence 
every morning on my way to school It was an elegant 
but rather small house in Fourth street, near Washington 
square, and bore upon its front door a large plate, upon 
which was written the single word ‘ Willis Having had 
from my youth up the greatest interest in books and the 
people who wrote them, I had never passed this door with- 
out looking at it with curious eyes, wondering how a poet 
looked, and how he was dressed, and what he had in his 
parlor, and what he was having for breakfast, . . Bo, 
the next morning, instead of passing this door as usual, I 
mustered up courage to go up to it and ring the bell. The 
bell was answered by a small but very pretty boy in gray 
livery, one of those minute servants who used to be styled, 
in France and England, tigers. To this pleasing youth I 
handed my packet, and then walked rapidly away to hide & 
blush. I had not gone twenty steps: before I saw this 
transaction in a very disagreeable light, I felt that l had 
been doing a very foolish thing ; that neither Mr, Willis 
nor the public needed any instruction upon the authorship 
of this novel; and that if I could only get my essay back 


again, I should gladly throw it into the fire. However, the. 


deed was done, and the consequences must be borne.” 

Mr. Parton then tells how anxiously he awaited the publi- 
cation of his first essay, and how, after four or five weeks, 
it appeared with a complimentary introduction by Mr. 
Willis, “The sight," says Parton, “of my poor little 


pssay, 80 fairly printed in such a conspicuous place of such 
p paper threw me into a perfect ecatacy p 


But sex 


Mr. Parton continued to write for the Home Journal; and 
at last was employed as the assistant editor, He held this 
position for two or three years. Durivg the time that he 
was engaged on the Home Journal, an article on an episode 
of Horace Greeley’s early life was printed in it. Parton, in 
talking about it in the company of a book-publisher, re- 
marked that a life of Greeley would make an interesting 
book, if the facts could only be ascertained. 

** No doubt,” he said, ‘‘there are fifty other anecdotes and 
scenes of Horace Greeley’s early life quite as interesting as 
the episode narrated in the Home Journal, and if any one 
would go to Vermont and New Hampshire and gather them 
up, going from house to house and getting them from lips 
of living persons, the whoie story would be as interesting 
a8 Franklin's autobiography." 

Two orthree days after be had made this remark, the 
publisher met Mr. Parton and surprised him by asking him 
to go to work on a life of Horace Greeley. 

“ It seemed at first," he said, ‘‘too ridiculous to be enter- 
tained ;"? but the longer he thought over it the less absurd it 
seemed, and at last he made up his mind to do it, if Mr. 
Greeley did not object, and would giv him the names and 
residences of thé people who had familiarly known him 
from early life to the opening of hia public career. 

“Late one afternoon,” says Parton, ‘I found the editor 
standing at his desk in the dismal 77?5une editorial rooms 
of that day, writing with his usual velocity. For some time 
after I entered I stood waiting for him to cease, or to giv 
some token that he recognized my presence. He continued, 
however, to scribble with all his might, until I addressed 
him, and asked when he would be at leisure to listen to 
what I had to say. He remarked that leisure was a commod- 
ity with which he had no acquaintance. He had had none 
of it for years, and didn’t think he should ever hav any 
more, but that he would listen, then and there, to whatever 
I had to offer. As he had already received an intimation of 
the scheme, and expressed no repugnance to it, I had only 
to make known my name in order to explain my business, 
He said again that he had no leisure, and could do nothing 
to assist the project, unless, perhaps, occasionally on Satur- 
day nights, when he had à reception at his house. I told 
him that all I wished at present was the names and resi- 
dences of th» persons who had known him best from his 
childhood up. 

*Instantly—before I could get my pencil out of my 
pocket—he began to giv me the names desired. In the 
course of ten minutes I had a long catalogue written down. 
Soon after, I made a tour of two months in New Hamp- 
Shire, Vermont, New York, and Pennsylvania, collecting 
the anecdotes and incidents which are recorded in the early 
chapters of my life of Horace Greeley. -On returning to 
New York I bought a complete file of the Tribune for the 
twelve years of its existence, and borrowed sets of the Jef. 
fersonian, New Yorker, and Leg Cabin. Every number of 
these journals I closely examined, and extracted from each 
every lurking atom of biography which it may hav con- 
tained. It took me six weeks to do it. Eleven months 
after I entered upon the work, the manuscript was ready 
for the printer, Before the day of publication—such was 
the Curiosity of the public concerning the foremost editor 
of the day—seven thousand copies of the work were 
erdered, and in the course of the first few months about 
thirty thousand were sold—which, for that day, was a con- 
siderable success.” 

This statement, resumed Mr. Redpath, is not only inter- 
esting as à glimpse of Greeley, but as illustrative of Parton’s 
tireless energy. His “Life of Greeley " was an immense 
success. It established his rank as the best biographer 
who writes the English language. It has two charac- 
teristics that hav shone out in all his writings since—the 
solid work that distinguishes English and German author- 
ship, and epigramatical brilliancy of statement that is only 
to be found in French and American literature. His ‘‘ Life 
of Greeley " sold to the extent of forty thousand copies—an 
enormous sale for that day. ‘‘I was drawn to Greeley," 
said Parton to me, ‘‘ by his standing by the workingmen so 
gallantly in his paper." Parton, like Greeley, has always 
been the incorruptible advocate of popular rights. The 
success of this biography made Parton a professional 
author. 

Two years afterward he published his ‘‘ Life of Aaron 
Burr." It proved to be the most popular of all his works. 
It has still a considerable sale. 

Parton’s next work was a '' Life of Andrew Jackson,” in 
three volumes, The profits of this splendid work were swal- 
lowed up in the civil war, for the sales were mostly in the 
South, where thousands of volumes were delivered but never 
paid for. This biography was a thorough piece of work. 
Parton gathered all the materials for it on the spot. Wher- 
ever Jackson had lived he visited, beginning in the cellar of 
the house in North Carolina where Jackson was born. All 
the old ' Jackson men” poured in their stores of letters 
and recollections of the ** hero of New Orleans.” No trust- 
worthy history of the United States can ever be written 
without the aid of this book. N. P. Willis truthfully said 
of it that **it is as romantic as a medieval romance, and yet 
has the advantage of being true." Then Parton wrote the 
“Life of Franklin," in two volumes, John Bigelow, who 
furnished the world with the first authentic copy of Frank- 
lin’s autobiography, says that *' this delightful book has left 
no place in English literature for another biography of this 
most illustrious of our countrymen.” Mr. Parton said to 
me, “Franklin is my best thing, and it had the least sale.” 

Parton's next large works were the ‘‘ Life of Thomas Jefi- 
erson " and ‘“‘ General Butler in New Orleans" Both Jeff- 
erson and Butler are heroes in Parton’s Pantheon. These 
books are as fascinating as novels. 

In addition to these works Mr. Parton has published a 
large volume of ‘‘ Famous Americans of Recent Times,” 4 
collection of biographical sketches of Clay, Webster, Cal 


houn, Randolph, Girard, Bennett, Goodyear, Vanderbilt, 
Beecher, Astor, and Theodosia Burr; a large volume of 
review articles called ‘‘Topics of the Times ;” and some 
smaller treatises, among them his famous paper on ** Smok- 
ing and Drinking.” -Then he has edited a collection of the 
“ Humorous Poetry of the English Language,” and the 
‘* French Parnassus,” a book of French poetry from 1550 
to the present time, And then, besides subscription books, 
of which I cannot recall the titles, he has written hundreds 
of historical sketches—I mean literally hundreds. I don't 
use hundreds as a noun of indefinite number. They hav 
mostly appeared in the New York Ledger, to which he has 
been a contributor for years, He always speaks of Bonner ` 
as a man of stirling qualities, He once said to me about 
Bonner, “He is the first man in America who learned how 
to treat contributors, and this knowledge has made him & 
millionaire.” Parton manages to do so much work well 
because, like nearly all first-class writers, although he is & 
terrible toiler, he does not spend much time in writing—not 
more than five hours a day, He lives at Newburyport, 
Mass., now, He gets to work as early as possible, about 
8 o'clock in the morning, and he works till 1. Then he 
takes dinner and rests. After that he takes a walk in win- 
ter, or exercises in the garden in summer. He is a great 
lover of the garden. Late in the afternoon he goes to work 
again in the way of reading and examining things, but not 
writing. He never works after dark. He spends his even- 
ings at home, reading aloud in his family circle. 

T. 8.: What’s his income ? 

J. R.: Well, last year I said to Parton that I would like 
to ask him that question, not from impertinent curiosity, 
but, taking him as a representative of the literary class, be- 
cause I wanted to know what an industrious, gifted, and 
popular author could make from his work in the latter half 
of the nineteenth century in the United States. I've got his 
answer filed away. Wait—here it is: ‘‘An industrious 
writer, by the ligitimate exercise of his calling—that is, 
never writing advertisements or trash for the sake of pay— 
can just exist, no more. By a compromise, not dishonor- 
able, although exasperating, he can average, during his best 
years, seven or eight thousand dollars a year, But no man 
should enter the literary life unless he has a fortune or can 
liv contentedly on two thousand dollars a year. The best 
way is to make a fortune first and write afterwards.” These 
are his very words. 

T. S.: Isse that Mr, Parton holds you responsible for hia 
lecturing career. . 

J. R.: Yes ; I always admired Parton as a writer. Ithink 
to-day that he is the best biographer and best magazine 
essayist living—and I pegged away at him year after year to 
get him to lecture. He was the hardest man to *' bring," as 
we called it, that I ever ‘‘ went for," except his friend, 
Thomas Nast. But finally he came down—or went up—-to 
the lyceum platform. : 

T. S.: What kind of lecturer is he ? 

J. R.: He reads admirable lectures—full of the most in- 
teresting facts, brilliantly narrated, skilfully contrasted, 
always instructive. But be is not an orator. No hearer is 
disappointed in the lecture. But I hav always insisted. that 
no man should ever read to a public aucience. I should as 
soon think of making love to à woman by writing my opin- 
ion of her and reading it to her. Parton's first year was a 
decided success, for he delivered hia lecture; but when he 
read his second lecture he lost a little ground. But he has 
since recovered his hold on the lyceum. No man is better 
fitted to elevate its Character as.a people’s college. He is 
one of the few men who ought to deliver courses of lectures. 
Then he would get his own select audiences—not the miscel- 
laneous audiences of & regular lyceum—and he would soon 
be in constant demand. He is one of the half dozen lec- 
turers whom I would go and listen to every night for a 
month running. 

T. S.: What sort of man is he ? 

J. R.: A sincere, conscientious, courageous, honest man 
and writer, both. He is tall and spare in person, modest 
and unpretentious in demeanor. His face is pale and rather 
sad in expression. He does honor to two great nations—the 
nation that produced him and the nation that adopted him. 
I would not say that, or half of it, about many of the celeb- 
rities I know. Most of them are great talents, not great 
men. 


LFrom Mind and Maltter.] 
D. M. Bennett. 


By the time this number of Mind and Matter reaches our 
readers, Mr, D. M, Bennett, the able, fearlesg, and devoted 
editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER, will be again at liberty after 
an imprisonment of thirteen months in the Albany Peniten- 
tiary. Mr. Bennett was subjected to that most unjust pun- 
ishment, in à land where liberty of speech and of the press 
are the chartered rights of every citizen, for the simple legal 
act of having sent through the United States mails a copy 
of a book entitled ‘* Cupid’s Yokes,” written and published 
by Mr. E. H. Heywood, deprecating some of the evils which 
attend prevailing marriage relations and suggesting remedies 
for those evils. Neither the subject, nor the treatment of 
that subject by Mr. Heywood, were such as were in the 
least calculated to incite to lewdness and immorality, On 
the contrary, they were the reverse, and, if understood in 
their Only proper sense, were well calculated to promote all 
that is desirable in the true conjugal relations of the sexes, 
Whether the means recommended to secure the general 
ends of the publication were wise or otherwise, is a matter 
about which men and women naturally differ, a8 they hav 
aright todo. We frankly confess that we do not think the 
time has yet come when it would be safe to resort to any 
radical change in our present marriage laws, 

For merely sending a copy of that book, in the regular 
course of a perfectly legitimate business, through the United 
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States mails, on the order of a hired tool of the. Young 
Men's Christian Association, one Anthony Comstock, & 
name as odions as that of Judas, Mr. Bennett was arrested 
on the false charge that he had violated a law of the United 
On that false 
charge a United’ States grand jury of Ohristian men found 
an indictment against Mr, Bennett, and he was arraigned 
before a Christian judge named Benedict, and tried by a 
By proceedings, in the name 
of law, that would hav disgraced a Scroggs or a Jefferies, 
Judge Benedict had the malicious satisfaction of securing 
m. But knowing that an exhibition 
of that malice in imposing sentence would defeat a pro- 
tracted imprisonment of the man he feared and hated, and, 
to appear to be governed by a sense of justice, he made the 
If Mr. Bennett was guilty of the 
offense with which he was charged, the sentence was too 
light; but being entirely innocent, as he was, the sentence 


States, and was held to answer therefor. 


traverse jury of Christians. 


Mr. Bennett's conviction. 


sentence what it was. 


was & monstrous outrage. 


It was not for any offense against the laws of his country 
that Mr. Bennett, a man declining in years, was tried, con- 
demned, and cruelly imprisoned, but because he was editor 
of Tux TRUTH BEEXEB, and through that journal was shat- 
tering the tottering edifice of Christianity to its foundation. 
Is there any one who is fool enough to believe that the 
prosecution of Mr. Bennett was honest and in the interest 
of morality? Ifso, we would ask him whether he believes 
Anthony Comstock ever sent a decoy letter to any other 
bookseller to see whether they were mailing ‘‘ Cupid's 
Yokes ” to customers? We would ask them if they believe 
any other bookseller could hav been convicted and pun- 
ished for selling Mr. Heywood’s book? It is absurd to 
A few more such Christian outrages, and 
Christianity will become go odious to all lovers of justice 


suppose so, 


&nd mental freedom that it will be swept from the land of 


Washington, Jefferson, Franklin, Paine, and the other 


founders of the religious liberty. of this nation. 


On the first page of- this number we publish an admirable 
likeness of Mr, Bennett as he was four years since.’ We are 


indebted to Mr. Haskell, the proprietor of the engraving, 
for the use of it. 


. We most heartily congratulate Mr. Bennett and his hün- 
dreda of thousands of friends that he is again in the editorial 


chair to push on the cause of free and Liberal thought and 


to carry dismay to the hearts of those who hav so deeply 


wronged him. 


{From the Daily Truth.) 
Freethought Asserting Itself, 


The case of D, M. Bennett, who received guch a hearty 
reception, Sunday night, on his return from the Peniten- 
He was charged with mailing a 
pamphlet which contained & discussion adverse to the mar- 
Of course there is no law prohibiting the 
publication of a serious decent discussion of the marriage 
relation either for or against, as this book was; but there is 
Now, 
obscene literature has a well-defined meaning to the book 
trade, and to the putlic generally. It may probably be 


tiary, is a peculiar one. 


riage relation, 
a law prohibiting the mailing of obscene literature. 


briefly described as literature whose intention and sole 
tendency is to excite lust. But there are many books 


which may hav this tendency that are nevertheless not 


obscene, because such tendency is only incidental. Among 
these may be included medical works, art illustrations, and 
discussions of certain social subjects. The pamphlet in 
question was of the latter class, and no one would ever hav 
thought of declaring it to be obscene had not its conclusions 
been at variance with the popular belief respecting mar- 
riage. The same arguments, illustrations, and language 
might hav been used with perfect freedom and safety by 
an author whose conclusions were favorable to the relation, 
and even this book might hav been sold—indeed it has been 
largely sold—by publishers who were not identified with 
Infidelity or Freethought. 

But asthe author argued against the sacredness of mar- 
riage, and the publisher was an Infidel (who, by the way, 
is notin sympathy with the sentiment of the book), Au- 
thony Comstock made the claim that it was within. the 
restrictions of his postal laws, and Judge Benedict coincid- 
ing with him deprived the jury of the right to pass upon its 
decency. Instead of Jeaving that question, which is clearly 
one of fact, to the jury, Judge Benedict defined obscenity 
broadly enough to cover any book, no matter how valuable, 
which could by any possibility excite the most morbid, 
depraved or diseased mind, and instructed the jury that 
they must take the definition of obscenity from him. "Thus 
Bennett was convicted, although some of the jury protested 
that in their opinion the book was not obscene. 

Of the same book Attorney-General Devens said officially 
that while its sentiments were repugnant to his owa views 
of the marriage relation he could not regard it as within the 
law or in any wise an obscene publication. 

Now, as already stated, Mr. Bennett’s views were at 
variance with those presented by the pamphlet; but the 
position that he took was that the author had a right to pub- 
lish hig own views, and to enjoy for them all the ordinary 
channels of publication. He, therefore, not in the interest 
of Freelove—not in antagonism to the marriage system—not 
in any way as an advocate of the doctrines maintained by 
the book, but in the interest of free thought and a free 
press, mailed the book to those who sent for it, Among 
these was Anthony Comstock, who, under a fictitious 
name and by a decoy letter, procured a copy from Bennett 
through the mail, He had already sought the conviction of 
Bennett, for writing an Infidel pamphlet, on the ground 
that Infidelity is blasphemy, blasphemy is indecency, and 
indecency is excluded from the mails under criminal penal- 
ties. This first prosecution indicates pretty clearly the 


animus of the second, 


Hence, Mr. Bennett's position being that of an advocate 
of free thought upon all subjects, and a free press its neces- 
sary concomitant, and his imprisonment being a part of the 
price bigotry demands of the pioneers of liberty, it is not 
s'range that kis persecution should be regarded as an 
outrage by all classes of Freethinkers, and that he 
should hav been received by an immense concourse of New 
York's most respectable cit/zens, with an enthusiasm that 
prophecies a popular uprising against the influences that 
are secretly at work to stifle free thought in social and 
religious matters, and crush the American doctrine of a free 
press. The sentiments of the book should hav no weight 
with public opinion. If decently expressed, addressed to 
the intellect and not to the passions, published to spread 
abroad an honest opinion and not to excite lustful desires— 
in brief, an honest discussion of a social question and not 
an evasive contribution to lasciviousness, the conclusions 
arrived at, no matter how repugnant to accepted views, are 
entitled to consideration, Were it otherwise, popular 
errors could never be overcome, for it would be criminal to 
discuss them. à 

The right will always prevail at last,.and if the opinions 
of the author of this book are right they will prevail, let 
persecution be never so severe; but if wrong they will most 
certainly and speedily be annihilated by free discussion. 
The individual, therefore, no matter what may be his own 
Opinions, but more especially if adverse to the sentiments 
whose right to expression he defends; who sacrifices his 
property, liberty, and peace, to maintain the doctrine of 
free thought, free discussion, and a free press, is a public 
benefactor. Such a man is D. M. Bennett, and we say it 
regardless of his private morality or the opinions of the 
publication about which his persecution centers, 

—————— 9 »-—-—————— 
The American Labor Reform League. 


The tenth annual Convention met in Science Hall, New 
York, Sunday and Monday, May 2d and 3d; J. H. Ingalls, 
E. H. Heywood, Lucy N., Colman, R. W. Hume, Henry 
Appleton, J, H. Swain, Col. Henry Beeney, 8. Mira Hall, 
Sadie Bailey, Wm. Hanson, B. P. Andrews, Mrs. A, C. 
Macdonald, Dr.. T. L. Brown, Prof. J. H. W. Toohey, Wm. 
Whittock, Messrs. Sharpe, Skelton, Edward J, Newland 
and others spoke, Mr. Heywood presented some resolu- 
tions, of which the following indicate the principles and 
purposes of the League : 

Resolved, That since labor is the source of wealth, creating 
all values equitably veudible, the natural basis of ownership 
is in service rendered, all claims to property beyond the cost 
ef improvement being morally void ; aud since land is not 
the product of human effort, but nature’s free gift to all, the 
power to own, rent, or sell land for speculative gain is, the- 
oretically, invasive of natural rights, and practically legal- 
ized robbery. 

Resolved, That next to Godism which extorts obedience 
and tribute by threats of a future imaginary hell, the great 
curse of labor. is legalism, the power to torture people in 
present actual helis, poverty, ostracism, jails, for alleged 
offenses against the state; that since landlorda, usurpers, 
tax gatherers, and statesmen, like slaveholders, are enemies 
to natural law and order, by occupying land in and for use, 
by resisting usury and refusing to bear arms or pay taxes, it 
is the right and duty of citizens to transcend government. 

Resolved, That the imprisonment of Smith, Cheney, and 
Bennett; of McDonald, Menton, and Kearney ; the atro- 
cious proscription of Greenbackers in Congress by Speaker 
Randall; the harsh cruelties suffered by irish peasants, 
German Socialists, and Russian Nihilists, show church and 
state to be in active conspiracy against growth the world 
over; that capitalists plotting to crush Socialism by invasive 
violence in California; savage legalists who hang labor 
reformers by the score in Pennsylvania, and the lecherous 
Christians of New York who employ Anthony Comstock to 
supervise thoughts and morale, must Cease their meddling 
with honest business or share the doom of other aggressors 
on human rights. E 

Wm. Rowe, of New Jersey, was re-elceted President, and 
Wm. Hanson and E, H. Heywood, Secretaries. The Mon- 
day forenoon session was, as usual, devoted to the Ameri- 
can Antislavery Society, Edward Palmer, founder; J. K. 
Ingalls, President; R. W. Hume, Secretary. 


————— ooo 
The Citizen, and His Claim to Education. 


To THE EDITOR oF Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Purposing, 
in the course of next month, to treat, to the best of my 
ability, within the columns of your most valuable journal, 
upon the above subject, as embracing the very life-question 
of the republic, I at present confine myself to communi- 
cating below to you the three theses which shall be acted 
upon in the course of next summer by an educational asso- 
ciation in their annual meeting, and which shall be made 
the object of a distinct moticn in the next annual congress 
of the National Liberal League. 

J, Our public school cannot come up to its avowed pur- 
pose of educating the young to be citizens of our Common- 
wealth, unless the ground in which the Commonwealth is 
rooted becomes also the foundation of the public school, 
and thus the leading, the supreme thought of all popular or 
national education. 

Il. And with this it emerges out of the narrower limits of 
a single nationality, and, freed from all laws, shielding par- 
ticular interests, it enters the unmeasured realm of the inter- 
ests of humanity, protected there through the eternal law, 
which, in the creative act of the 4th of July, 1776, calling 
this, our Commonwealth, into being, was recognized as the 
only possible foundation of the latter. 

1H. The Constitution of the United States of America be 
go amended that to the youth of the land an education is 
guaranteed in the spirit of the Declaration of Independence 
and the preamble of the Constitution itself. 

Respectfully and brotherly yours, — 
Junius REICHHELM, 


No. 112 Garden st., Hoboken, N, J., April 24, 1880, 


A Son’s Tribute to his Father. 


Alvah Walker, father of the noted Dr. Mary Walker, 
died at Bunker Hill, Oswego Town, N. Y., April 9th on his 
82d birthday. On the following Sunday his funeral 
occurred ‘at the schoolhouse at Bunker Hill, and was 
attended by a large assemblage of neighbors and friends, 
The funeral sermon was preached by Dr. Bullock of Oa- 
wego, and at its close Alvah H, Walker, who is a Liberal, 
only son of the deceased, arose, and offered the following 
peculiar filial tribute over the lifeless body of his father: 

* My friends and neighbors, I hav been strongly im- 
pressed to-day that what Iam about to say is a duty which 
loweto my father. I do it without the knowledge or con- 
sent of my friends, or any other person, and consequently 
hold no one responsible for what I may say. It seems to 
me to be an appropriate occasion to make a few remarks 
and statements in regard to our earthly father, who has 
been with us, has toiled and cared for us affectionately, dur- 
ing many long and weary years, often depriving himself com- 
fort and ease that we, his children, might enjoy the ben- 
efits of science and the comforts of home. He had his pecul- 
liarities, so has every one—and, like humanity everywhere, 
had his failings. Butwe think it justly due his memory to 
challenge a single instance when he ever wilfully wronged 
his neighbor. And as to his industry and perseverance in 
trying to make himself useful to the world while in man- 
hood's prime and during his financial prosperity, hundreds 
can attest to his liberality. And we are willing to compare 
his life, of which he has kept a daily written record since 
he was fifteen years of age, with that of any other man of 
similar circumstances, He always held that a betrayal of 
anyoue’s confidence was one of the greatest crimes; and 
though he devotedly hugged his faith in the atoning merita 
of Jesus (88 he understood it), and answered to the creed 
and requirements of the Methodist church sufficiently to 
retain a home with them, he never believed in a literal 
future burning hell but, as many of you hav often heard 
him say, that everyone would enjoy hereafter the place (or 
Condition) for which their earth life fitted them. And 
while we saw an outgrowth of ancient and modern religions 
with which his was largely tinctured, we saw in him a dis- 
position to accept and advocate, regardless of al] creeds, 
regardless of all isms, whatever in his judgment was right 
and true. And last, though by no means least, he waa 
determined to maintain his individuality, a synopsis of 
which would fill volumes with interesting reading. He — 
never allowed another to db his thinking. But being a 
devoted reader, he read for himself, and no popularity or 
unpopularity could deter him from expressing that thought 
regardless of consequences. This last mentioned trait of 
his character, and this slone, has prompted me (without the 
knowledge or consent of any one) to forego and stifle ray 
own sympathetic feelings in the endeavor to perpetuate free 
thought, and the free expression of that thought, which he 
whose lifeless form now lies before you advocated. If this 
is faith, then we offer this faith to you, knowing as we do 
know, that notwithstanding it has often been maligned by 
ignorance and superstition, if you avail yourselves of itg 
benefits it will make you happy, for it will make you free.” 


a 
Death of Antoninus Pius. —“ Æquanimitas,”* 
BY ALHAZA. 


He lightly touched my lip and brow, 
A gentle stranger in the room; 
He whispered soft, and on the air 
There came a gush of rich perfume, 
He breathed of sorrow’s calm surcease— 
Death’s angel, and his name is Peace, 


How mildly sete this evening's sun! 
My life is spent, my days are over; 
My bark has passed through angry seas, 
But touched death’s delicious shore. 
The din of arms, the trumpet’s blare, 
Are chained in marble silence there. 


Pale beauty, stooping o’er my grave, 
Shall never more her roses fling, 
Lest grief should also pass that way 
And dwell—a dark. deserted thing, 
These lowliest, creeping leaves may grow, 
That bring no thrill of joy or woe. 


Oh, I hav done with changeful mirth. 
And vain bath left my bosom whole; 
Nor mercy’s garland ean reveal 
The healing leaf that wraps my goul. 
No Gilead holds & soothing balm 
Like death’s delicious holy calm. 


* His last word. 


From a Staunch Friend. 


Bro. BENNETT OUT OF Bonps: Please accept twenty dol- 
lars toward defraying the expenses of your unjust imprison- 
ment. Wm, HENRY BURR. 

Washington, D. O., April 27, 1880. 

—_ a RM 


W. S. Bell in New Haven. 


To tum EDITOR or THE TauTrH BEEKER, Sir: Mr, W. 
S. Bell, of New Bedford, Mass., lectured here to-night 
before alarge audience, in Loomis’ Temple of Music, his 
subject being ‘‘ Hell Closed for Repairs.” He held his au- 
dience for an hour and a half with more than ordinary 
interest. His lecture was replete with humorous anecdotes, 
and, as he warmed with bis subject, was characterized with 
eloquent passages. It was his first lecturein New Haven 
before a Liberal audience, but 1 trust it will not be his last. 
He is sure of meeting a large audience, and has succeeded 
in making many Warm friends in the ‘‘ City of Elms.” 

It was his first lecture, I understand, of a series to be 
given on an extended Western trip ; and judging from this 
lecture the tour will bea grand success. Too much can 
not be said of Mr. Bell’s ability to hold a large audience to 
the close. A. S. WELCH, ` 

_ Rec. Sec. Free Lecture Ass'n, 

New Haven, Conn., April 18, 1880, 
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of ipecac, and in the course of time out of that pit of hell 
there came up a creature 80 nasty that nobody could tell 
what it was. It was finally discovered that it was this god 
Creggio Memnon. If in one hundred years from to-nigh 
you could cast & ball of ipecac into hellaslarge as one of 
the Rocky Mountains, and bring up out of that pit all the 
filthy things and slimy beasts, and there should be some- 
thing still further down that would not come out, and then, 
ladies and gentlemen, if you would cast a second ball of 
lobelia or ipecac or antimony into that pit and bring up that 
last beast, you might truthfully write on the brow of that 
villainous creature the name of Anthony Comstock. 

Now just one word : Let come what may, let whatever 
may transpire in the future, John C. Bundy may take notice 
of this: Let come. what may, the name of D. M, Bennett 
will be by the Liberals of this country engraved upon the 
rolling car of progress, whose wings never tire, for all com- 
ing time. 

SPEECH OF PROF. J. H, W. TOOHEY, OF BOSTON. 


Mr Chairman, Ladies, and Gentlemen: I have hardly the 
heart to ask you at this very late hour to stay and hear the 
very honest sentiments I-would like to express. I came 
from Chelsea—from Boston—for the purpose of honoring 
Mr. Bennett. My presence on the platform, my sympathy 
with the general manifestation of the evening is the best 
evidence Ican give to you at this very late hour, that Iam 
heartily and thoroughly in aecord with the sentiment and 
feeling prevailing in the audience and the respective ladies 
and gentlemen on the platform. I would have liked, how- 
ever, if the audienee had not been tired by the much pro- 
tracted conferences of the evening, to have added my 
intellectual reasons for my presence, as wellas for my sup- 
port of the resolutions; for I would like to have those 
present bear away with them this refiection, that we have 
passed resolutions, and that in some sort in the cool atmos- 
phere of to-morrow and during the week we will have to 
give sensible reasons for their being printed in the news- 
papers, For one, I have lived a somewhat discrim- 
inativo life, and have grown old in supporting the 
several issues that belong to the campaign of the age 
and the larger campaign of humanity which is animat: 
ing all countries to-day, and I should be sorry individually 
to be found in an attitude where'I could not have a sensi- 
ple reason for supporting any position I had indorsed or 
any conclusion I had reached. More than that, ladies and 
gentlemen, I would like to impress you with the conviction 
that you individually in indorsing those resolutions bear 
testimony against the church, one of the grandest organiza- 
tions that has ever lived on the planet up to this time, and 
that when you record your motive of dissent from it, you 
not only record your dissent from it as a legislative body, 
‘but you have virtually pronounced its doom as a historical 
institution. I know that & greater authority both in schol- 
arsip and learning than any that may be present this 
evening has said Christianitymust die, for men have mis. 
taken it for religion. But I have yet to learn that there 
‘was a more serious reason to be given for its immediate 
death and final extinction. And what is that? Well 
briefly and summarily it is this. It has been apostr ophized 
on a number of occasions, but let me make you this 
serious sober reflection to go home on. When I was a boy 
I was taught to pray, and I have no doubt every person 
here, man and woman, babe also, received the same bene- 
dictions from a mother, baptized with their kisses and their 
tears—prayed to God to lead us not into temptation ; and 
when 1 asked how could it be that we should pray to 
God—he being the fountain of all goodness—not to lead 
us into temptation, the answer was that inasmuch as infinite 
perfection has not the right to lead anybody into temptation 
without abdicating the high attributes of godship and infin- 
ity, therefore all meaner traits of character and individuals 
must of course abandon it. If, therefore, the church has 
not lost its highest attributes, if God has not been separated 
from Christianity, then I know of no connection logically 
significant to be used, and I know no argument that can 
hold good when put into respectable print, 

As a respecter of the religious sentiments of both my 


. father and mother; as a respecter of the religious sentiments 


of mankind; as a respecter of all that is sacred in human 
history; as a respecter of the long slavery of woman and 
the long martyrdom of man, of something that is baptized 
and consecrated to the struggles of the human family, as I 
stand here now and ever to bear my open a!legiance to that 
something that prompts us to be better, grander, and nobler 
than what we are, so by virtue of the same aspiration I 
condemn the church ; condemn it not only to imbecility, 
but speedy extinction, as an excrement that belongs to other 
things effete, worn out, and unfit for future use by man- 
kind. [Applause.] 

As I stand here to honor my friend—oh, how much I 
honor him in his old agel—I know that he will not thank 
me for being his eulogist; it is not necessary. The whole 
story of the man and his attitude is told in the simple lines 
of Burns. He has himself lost voice, too, this evening, for 
he has virtually said, I am not what I would be; I am not 
what I should be, Butin his actions, in his logic, and in 
his patient forbearanee against the multiplied outrages upon 
his character, he has said, I would rather be an Atheist 
clean than wear the gospel cover of a screen, particularly 
when Anthony Comstock held it. s 

Ladies and gentlemen of New York, had I an hour at my 
disposal, sad with less fatigue from the evening’s wear as 


well as the -night’s travel upon me, I would like to aid my 
feeble testimony with the sensible reasons which history 
and experience, as a man, has given me to fortify your 
judgment in support of this issue. I know and I appreciate 
the dignity of New York, and I know what will be said of 
New York notwithstanding the imposing presence of this 
magnificent display of men and women that we have had 
this evening; but let me assure you that you will find the 
good and grand applaud all over the land. You have had 
some indications in the telegrams, but wherever you go you 
will be respected for this among the other good things in 
your histories—in your city’s history—that you have given 


one of the most splendid exhibitions of individual vindica- 


tion that has ever happened to a simple individual in the 
limits of my knowledge. And thanking you in behalf of 
Freethought, thanking you in behalf of my friend, thanking 
you in behalf of the League we have organized in Boston 
city, may we all go home with that stirring apostrophe 
which our eloquent friend gave us in the course of the even- 
ing—that in the future every man and every woman is 
expected to continue in their duty! 


REMARKS BY MR. T. B. WAKEMAN. 


Mr. Chairman: I want to repair an error of mine. I 
only introduced one-half of Mr. Bennett, I forgot to say 
when I was speaking that his other half was at home work- 
ing for him, earing for him, counting the days until his 
release, bearing the sympathy and name and honor which 
he needed defenders for at his home, Mrs. Bennett, his 
friend, his companion for life, his support in his old age! 
(Applause.) | 

Mr. Bennett thinks that three cannot make one; he never 
denied that two did. One thing more. The Liberals of 
England. have sent Bradlaugh to Parliament. One thing 
more. We ought to see that;D. M. Bennett is nominated for 
Congress. (Applause.) 


SPEECH OF DR, T. A, LAMB, OF PORTLAND, ME. 


Mr. President, Ladies, and Gentleman; I came from the 


state of Maine, one of the most northern states in this great 
and grand republic over which Mrs. R. B. Hayes has pre- 
sided with great dignity during the past three years, and 
with profound propriety I wish, Mr. President, ladies, and 
gentlemen, that I had a little more time ; but I thank you 
and all that are present that I have the privilege of being 
here and meeting our good brother Bennett, with others 
that I have longed to meet with. I rejoice, Mr. President, 
ladies, and gentlemen, that Mr. Bennett lives, and I am 


glad that we have had the privilege this evening of clasping |. 


that hand that has wielded the pen that has elevated so 
many into a higher plane. I rejoce, ladies and gentlemen, 
that we have the privilege of meeting him, and I rejoice 
again that his name and his glorious works will live and 
continue to live, and that millions of unborn generations 
wil rise up in the future and call his name blessed, I 
rejoice that millions will read his works when the names 
of Comstock, Colgate, and Benedict Arnold, and Benedict 
without the Arnold, have long been lost in the long, dark, 
blank oblivion. 


DR. T. L, BROWN, OF BINGHAMTON, N, Y. 


Mr. Chairman, and friends of freedom, those who are not 
full and remain to get filled, it is never too late an hour in 
the longest evening to honor and respect a man who has 
done for us what we would not do for ourselves. [Applause, ] 
He is the honored representative of the nineteenth century, 
representing liberty, knowledge, and happiness for you and 
your children in all time while we are governed By honest 
men. You who are the fathers of families and look in tho 
future for happiness for your' children, do not want to find 
them, because they expressed free thought, in penitentiaries 
made for Christian profit. Never! In this land of liberty 
and hope, such men as you have heard speak to-night, and 
such women, too, are honors to this land, and. only carry 
out the principles of our forefathers, [Applause.] 

While the red blood fiows through my veins, I am glad 
to stand here and give testimony for my friend Bennett, 
who has done more for the liberty of conscience and the 
liberty of speech within thelast thirteen months than any 
man who ever put pen to paper. Why ? Because he gave 
up all that was dear to him, and went to prison like an 
honest man, taking what he did not deserve, but did it in 
the name of free press, free speech, and a free home—a 
heme where a family can reign and speak to the children 
what they please, making a home for the Christian and for 
every class who may differ with us and that man who 
dares to destroy liberty by saying to his neighbor or his 
children, You must not say this, or that, but give them all 
an honest chance to present their thought as it comes to 
them,sfor I say once for ever, there never was a strictly 
honest, free thought in that man’s mind. He hag only 
received the perception of objects that presented themselves 
through his senses, He sees what he seé8; he hears what 
he hears, and through every sense the impression he gets is 
his honest thought, and nothing should prevent his declar- 
ing it for the knowledge and use of the race ; and you will 
learn, although it is late, that the more you love the human 
form, and the less you love gods and priests, the better 
men and women you will be, 


In eonclusion, it need only be said that the entire proceed- 
ings of the meeting, which continued for over three anda 
half hours, were marked by enthusiasm, earnestness, and 


harmony. Everybody present seemed to be joyful over the} 


glad occasion, aud pronounced it the most grand success of 
anything of the kind they ever attended. After the meet- 
ing was over, hundreds of people came upon the platform 


to take the returned prisoner by the hand and give him | friends. We hope to make due amends for the aid thua 


" hearty "welcome home.” It can hardly be doubted 


that the effect of the ovation, together with the 
remembrance of the wrongs and injustice perpetrated by 
Chxistian enemies in sending a man to prison whose princi- 
pal fault consisted iu an outspoken expression of honest 
convictions. though running counter to current theological 
opinions, has contributed greatly in calling tbe attention of 
the general public to Liberalism, in strengthening the feeble, 
and in intensifying the most earnest in continuing the con- 
flict with superstition and errors of all kinds. 


D. M. Bennett's Reception. 
BY SADIE BAILEY. 


All hail this day of jubilee! 
Each voice exultingly we raise; 
Around the world the echoes ring, 
*Mid grateful hearts and songs of praise. 


We meet in one fraternal band. 

In the beaming rays of freedom’s light, 
To welcome home our noble friend, 

Our hero.of the trüth and right. 


TTo commemorate thy greatness now 
Is our purpose and our plan ; 

But, more than this, we celebrate 
À true and honest man. 


Had Diogenes come searching 
An honest man to see. 

We'd bade him to thy prison go 
And bow assent to thee. 


` Ah., we pity all thy foos.. 
Through suffering they will find 
The blood of Jesus cannot wash 
Their hearts as pure ar thine, 


Thy faithful soul of earnest love 
In freedom’s happinese shall beam: 
And now thy cheering presence here 
Gives grateful joy supreme. 


A loving wife, a welcome home, 
Await thy ever-watchful care; 

Yea, ali the truly free and brave 
Rejoice thy earnest work to Share, 


Against all forms of oppression 
Thy crushing master blows shall tend? 
And every human heart that’s bound 
Would find in thee a trusting friend. 


True Liberal Leagues throughout the land 
Will werk in concert now with thee; 
Persecution cannot daunt us; 
We'll onward march triumphantly. 


Now glorious cheers for D. M, Bennett! 
For THE TaUTE SEEKER brave and strong. 
Bisters and brothers, we joih hands, 
And gladly sing sweet freedom’s song. 
— oO 


D. M. Bennett's New Work. 


Volume I, of ** The Gods and Religions of Anclent and 
Modern Times " (written in prison) is now ready to send to 
those who hav subscribed for it, Will those who hav sent 
in their names, ordering a copy, be kind enough to remit for 
the same and let us send it to them at once ? . The price is 
three dollars per volume, or, till July 1st, the two volumes 
for five dollars. Those who sent three dollars for Volume 
I. will hav to send only two dollars for Volume IL, We 
think the work will giv satisfaction, and be highly prized 
by those who read it. It is hoped many more will order 


the work. 
_ oO oO 


Tux few days that we hav passed since we got back home 
hav been pleasant ones. Numerous friends from various 
parts of the country hav called upon us. We cannot help 
feeling grateful to those who hav come hundreds of miles 
to welcome us home again. We were pleased to take by 
the hand friends from Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, New 
York, Michigan, and Illinois. Probably Bro. Wm. M. 
Bronson, ef Streator, Illinois, came farther than any 
one else—a distance of one thousand miles—and his name 
should be mentioned. It is no small mark of respect and 
frlendship for a man to make a journey of a thousand miles 
solely to greet a convict emerging from a felon’s cell. The 
strength of such friendship cannot be doubted, May we 
never forget the kindness of such true friends. 

——— tl M ———À 

Havina now escaped from the clutches of our enemies, 
and being permitted to resume our legitimate business, we 
unavoidably feel an anxiety that it may be prosperous. 
Upon our return we find that THE TRUTH SEEKER has been 
ably conducted. and that its friends remain loyal and firm; 
Our hopes are that the paper will continue to liv and flour- 
ish. We find but a limited amount of funds on hand with 
which to meet the heavy expenses which are inevitable. 
It is our hope that the patronage of friends and readers 
may be sufficient to keep the business in a healthy, fiourish- 
ing condition. The names of new subscribers will be gladly 
added to our list. Orders for books, pamphlets, and tracta 
will be filled with pleasure. The kindness of patrons and 
friends hav thus far sustained us, and we hav confidence 
that the same will be continued. 


-m 


Donations to The Truth Seeker. 


Charles F. Blandin............ PEPE .$ 5.00 
CO. E. Allynis casita coe deeb rei cesse suse ue .50 
RH; SchwartZ,.....ccsccssccucececeveess » 2.00 
John Orth, occ sevccsdedeasecveusdsadsedess 1.00 
J. M. Cosad.. cc. cc cece csc er i 10.00 
W. H, Burr.............. E E UE hd. 20.00 
William Kinsella........ 4. eee ee eene 10.00 


Our most hearty thanks are hereby extended to these kind 


afforded us, and use every dollar to spread the truth, 


The Truth Seeker, May 8, 1880.. 30] 


eee 


Age of Chrishna. and Buddha. melodious language. On the one hand we see the 


l trident of Neptune, the eagle of Jupiter, the b 
To THE Epiror or Tux Trora SEEKER, Sir: I| of Cupid, and the chariot of the suns on the other 
d ge or iue uude Pr papers|we hear the cymbals of Rhea, the songs of the 
. lv accounts of the time o rishna's and Buddha's | M i 
Dirk Gado nok scree wil teas trey eee uses, and the pastorals of Apollo. In more retired 


degree of awe, wonder, and delight that is at first 
painful.” 

One whole side of this paper would be required 
to print the exclamations of wonder and delight 
used by this honest, unsophisticated man to express 


deem very high authority. Iam satisfied the mis- 
sionaries are disposed to lessen the antiquity of 
Ther 
are some old books called “Asiatic Researches,” jub- 
lished about a century ago, that I often see on the 
i 3 Place, 
which I deem invaluable as well as 


dates in Hindoo and Chinese statements, 


catalogues of D. G. Francis, 17 Astor 
New York city, 
very cheap. 


I quote from the old edition in my possession. 
Sir William Jones, perhaps the most distinguished 
oriental scholar that ever lived, was president of 
the Asiatic Society—a society composed of emi- 
uent Sanskrit scholars. In Volume I, * On the gods 
of Greece, Italy, and India," Sir William Jones 
declares that though he “believes the divinity of 
our Messiah from the undisputed antiquity of many 

rophecies and their completion, especially those of 
gaiah;” and adds, “but it is not the truth of our 
national religion that I hav at heart, it is truth 


itself." 


He says Chrishna was the eighth incarnation, and 
the reformer Sakya Muni, afterwards called Buddh, 
or Lord, was the ninth, and the tenth is yet to come, 
mounted on a white horse, with a scimiter blazing 
like a comet—like him of the Apocalypse. “ That 
the Vedas are older than the flood I never will 
but that they are very ancient, far 
older than any other Sanskrit composition, I will ven- 
ture to assert from my own examination of them.” 

Sir William Jones very foolishly asserts that the 
“Institutes of Menu, or Minos, are not so old as the 
Pentateuch, because the Institutes-are in most pol- 
ished Sanskrit, whereas Moses’ books are more sim- 
ple, the Hebrew dialect being more naked or rude.” 
. This would prove the rude old English of four 
ears ago to be more ancient than Cicero's 
atin, and a book by a Sioux Indian in his 
rude tongue to be older than either. Blindness of 
“Brahma, Vishnu, or Chrishna, 
and Siva, or Mahadiva, are three forms of one and 
the same godhead." “It must always be remem- 
bered that thelearned Indians, as they are instructed 
by their own books, in truth, acknowledge only one 
“The 
second great divinity, Chrishna (after incarnation), 
passed a life of a most extraordinary and incompre- 
Son of Devacci, by Vasudeva, his 
birth concealed through fear of Causa, the tyrant, 
to whom it had been foretold that a child born at 
that time would destroy him." “In the principal 
Sanskrit dictionaries, compiled about two thousaud 
years ago, Chrishna, Varadeva, Govinda, and other 
names of this god are intermixed with epithets of 
* He kindled the 
` war described in the great epic poem, the Mahaba- 
rat. At its conclusion he returned to his heavenly 
home; having left his instructions in the Bhagavat 


admit . . . 


hundred 
polished 


religious bigotry! 


supreme Being, whom they call Brahme.” 


hensible nature. 


Narayan, or the divine spirit.” 


Gita.” 

“One singular fact must not be suffered to pass 
unnoticed,” adds Sir William Jones. “That the 
name Chrishna and the general outline of his story 
were long anterior to the birth of our Savior, and 
probably to the time of Homer, we know very 
certainly.” “There are many sad obstacles to the 
extension of our pure faith in Hindostan. The 
Mussulmans are. already a kind of heterodox Chris- 
tians. They firmly believe the immaculate concep- 
tion, divine character, and miracles of the Messiah, 
but they deny his character of son and his equality 
as God with the Father, of whose unity and attri- 
butes they hold the most awful ideas. It will be 
difficult to undeceive them. . . The Hindoos 
readily admit the truth of the gospel, and say it is 
consistent with their sacred books. ‘The Deity,’ 
they say, ‘has appeared innumerable times in many 
parts of this world, and of all worlds, for the salva- 
tion of his creatures. We all adore the same God,’ 
` they say. We may assure ourselves that neither 
Hindoos nor Moslems will ever be converted by any 
minion of any church.” 

Turning to the article *on the literature of the 
Hindoos,” we find innumerable multitudes of works 
mentioned. ‘The Vedas, in truth, are infinite, but 
were reduced by Vyasa.” We find the most perfect 
system of laws, codes, and commentaries thousands 
of years old. One of the most perfect grammars 
was made so long ago that the author had become a 
divinity, after whom a heavenly constellation had 
been named, far back in the age of fable. The 
writer adds, *Wherever we direct our attention to 
. Hindoo literature, the notion of infinity presents 
itself, and the longest life would not suffice for the 
perusal of nearly five hundred thousand stanzas in 
the Puranas, with a million more perhaps in the 
other works before mentioned. ` 

In the third discourse, Sir William Jones says: 
“We now liv among the adorers of those very 
deities who were worshiped under different names 
in old Greece and Italy and among the professors of 
those philosophieal tenets which the Ionie and Attic 


writera illustrated with all the beauties of their 


scenes, in groves and seminaries of learning, we may 
perceive the Brahmans and Sarmanes, mentioned by 
Clemens, disputing on the forms of logic or the 
vanity of human enjoyments; on the immortality of 
the soul; her emanation from the eternal mind; her 
debasement, wanderings, and final union with her 
source,” 

“ We may fix the time of Buddha, the ninth great 
incarnation of Vishnu, in the year one thousand and 
fourteen before Christ. We hav, therefore, deter- 
mined another epoch by fixing the age of Chrishna 
near the three thousandeth year from the present 
time.” 

No one can read these volumes without being 
satisfied that the Hindoos were, many thousands of 
years before Rome or Greece were ever heard of, 
one of the most highly enlightened nations that 
ever lived upon the earth. We find in these volumes 
that Buddha was born of the Virgin Maia, a son of 
God, and that this incarnation was predicted by 
prophets long before. We also learn the same 
stories as are found in Genesis about the creation 
and deluge, the very names of persons being almost 
the same. We know that Alexander, some three 
hundred years before Christ, found about the same 
condition of affairs prevailed in India then as pre- 
vailed until very lately. We find in the history of 
the pious Rollin that Semiramis invaded India within 
a very few years after the flood and found a densely- 
peopled region, the people using elephants in war- 
fare—a fact that puzzled the good man, seeing 
there could not hav been over five or six hundred 
persons in all the world at that time, without a 
multiplication equal to that of Dan, old Jacob’s son, 
who went down into Egypt as one person and came 
up out of there with over sixty thousand of his 
descendants, armed and fit for war, men, besides 
women and children, iu two hundred and seventeen 
years. 

But leaving that out of consideration, is it in the 
least probable that a highly-enlightened nation, with 
an established religion, as all admit, long prior to 
the time of Christ, and a priesthood as learned and 
proud as theirs, would hav either had no sacred 
books till long after Jesus’s day, or, having them, 
would hav suppressed them and adopted the Bible 
of the Jews and New Testament of the Christians, 
not as a whole, but in fragments 80 poorly disguised 
that any one must be able to see through the 
attempt? 

Here is the dilemma, and under heaven there is no 
way of escape from it. Either that nation has done 
80 or the holy Bible story is principally stolen from 
India. Fourteen hundred years before Christ, Moses 
appeared and led the three million Israelites out of 
Egypt, over the desert, toward the promised land, 
Theologians admit the book was written after the 
captivity, some 500 years B. C., being 500 years 
after the Christian doctrines of Chrishna in the 
Gita were left to his follower Arjuna, and some 500 
years before the occurrence of that wonderful event 
and sole evidence as to the divine conception of 
Virgin Mary, to wit: the dream of the old man, 
Joseph, reported to us at second hand—evidence 
that could not settle a ten-cent claim in a court of 
justice. Think of it! Christian priests charge 
upon whole nations, races, and generations of en- 
lightened people that they stole their religions and 


deliberately falsified their records, their priests con-. 


senting, while the people from whom they them- 
selves drew the story of their own religion were so 
miraculously truthfnul that the mere rumor of an old, 
uxuorius man's dream among them stands as the 
everlasting basis and proof that a virgin of their 
people had conceived by the Holy Ghost a son, 
whose father was and is the Infinite Being by whose 
omnipotent processes all the countless worlds on 
worlds rolling in space are generated and conserved, 
But that is not the wonder. The wonder is that any 
one should pretend to believe it. It beats the 
miracle! ! 

In volume sixth of these Researches is a descrip- 
tion of the rock-cut temples of Ellora, India. But 
for the influence of priestcraft these wonderful 
works would long ago hav eelipsed, in publie opin- 


ion, the pyramids of Egypt. There was more labor, 


more taste, genius, and expense in excavating one of 
these temples than in building all the pyramids. 
Yet so powerful is priestcraft that they are unknown 
to us The cause is plain. They contain proofs 
positive that they were made long before Moses’ 
world. The Brahmans say some of the subterra- 
nean temples are 7,894 years old. According to 
these reports that would make them now nearly 
8,000 years old. The invading Moslems say they 
are only 900 years old. Captain Seeley, of the 
Bombay Infantry, visited these temples about 1820, 
and I hav his account, published in 1824, entitled 
“The Wonders of Elora.” He says: “It is im- 
possible to describe the feelings of admiration and 
awe excited in the mind on first beholding these 


immortal works, Tho feelinge are interested to a 


his feelings. I giv a few of them: 


“The approach 
is over alarge plain to a range of mountains one 
hundred feet high, rising suddenly like a wall, and 
being of solid granite. Bear in mind these temples 
are all cut out of this solid granite, and everything 
is finished to perfection. One temple was first fin- 
ished and then another begun by making a doorway 
out of it into the heart of the mountain. Then an 
area, several feet wide, is excavated clear around 
the next proposed temple, thus leaving a square 
block of granite out of which to hew the temple, 
with its walls, doors, columns, pillars, monuments, 
windows, altars, galleries, aisles, stairways, veran- 
das, ornaments, etc., etc. This temple finished, on 
into the heart of the mountain continue the work- 
men, on and on until an indefinite number of tem- 
ples hav been finished. When we know that St. 
Peter’s and the Milan Cathedrals are not yet fin- 
ished, although they were undertaken several centu- 
ries ago, and the workmen are yet busy on them, 
that avery large number of men could hav been 
engaged on them from the start, and that only two 
or three at most could begin on these excavations, 
we become satisfied that it has required several cen- 
turies, if not thousands of years, to perform these 
works, Just think of it! Standing about the en- 
trances to some of these excavations are columns, or 
obelisks, equal to that called Cleopatra’s Needle, 
carved in the heart of this granite rock! Imagine a 
solid granite boulder standing on the surface of the 
earth, say one hundred feet high, four miles wide, 
and twenty-five miles long. Now imagine that men 
began to eut into this boulder, making a large door- 
way, then an area say forty feet high, forty-four feet 
deep, and fifty feet broad, all around ; then a beauti- 
ful temple to be carved out of the square, having 
rooms, stairways, upper rooms, eto.; and so on 
through until many temples hav been so excavated. 
In one case a temple within a very large temple—a 
perfect little gem—has been made. Now you may 


.hav some idea of the mighty work.” 


C. W. Mallet, in volume six of “ Asiatic Re- 
searches,” says: * Whether we consider the design 
or execution of these mighty works, we are lost in 
wonder at the idea of forming a vast mountain into 
almost eternal mansions.” . 

Seeley says: “Conceive the burst of surprise- at 
suddenly coming upon a stupendoustemple, within a 
large open court, hewn out of solid rock, with all its 
parts perfect and beautiful, detached from the sur- 
rounding mountain of rock by a spacious area all 
around, 200 feet deep, 150 feet broad, this fane 
rearing its dw d head to nearly 100 feet high, its 
length 145 feet by 62 feet broad, having well-formed 
doorways, windows, staircases to its upper floor, con- 
taining fine large rooms of a smooth and polished 
surface, regularly divided by rows of pillars, the 
whole bulk of this isolated excavation being 500 
feet in circumference, and, wonderful to say, having 
beyond its areas three handsome figure galleries, or 
verandas, supported by regular pillars, with com- 
partments hewn out of the boundary scarp, contain- 
ing 42 curious gigantic figures, the whole three gal- 
leries in continuity, inclosing the areas and occupy- 
ing the incredible space of nearly 420 feet of exca- 
vated rock, being 13 feet 2 inches broad all around 
and 14 1-2 feet high, while positively above these 
galleries again are excavated fine large rooms. 
Within the court and opposite these galleries stands 
Keylas the Proud, wonderfully towering, a mighty 
fabric of rock, surpassed by no relic of antiquity in 
this world.” 

Let that serve for a description of each one, for 
the writer is newly surprised as each area door is 
passed. He asks, “ What are all the wonders of the 
world, all the remains of Egypt, the Parthenon, the 
Pantheon, St. Peters, in comparison with one of 
these? The work seems beyond belief, and the 
mind is utterly bewildered in amazement.” * Hu- 
man language cannot describe them or one's feelings ` 
at the sight.” “At first view it strikes the beholder 
with a delight and wonder indescribable ; the mind 
is so absolutely lost in admiration and so transfixed 
that one feels incapable of describing. It is long, 
very long indeed before the mind becomes calm 
enough to enable the writer to behold attentively.” 

* Glorious memento of a race superior to the pres- 
ent !” The statuary carved out of the same material 
as the temples in number and perfection would alone 
make the reputation of the grandest modern museum. 
* What incredible labor, to carve with a simple iron 
instrument out of this solid, hardest of all rock, not 
only temples and habitations, but pillars, devices, 
figures, ornaments, etc., etc., cutting hundreds of 
thousands of feet of that hard material.” “ Surely 
it exceeds belief.” “Man has here gone beyond 
himself.” “All the existing works of man will de- 
cay, whilst the caverned temples of Ellora shall-rear 
their indestructible and hoary heads in stern loneli- 
ness, the glory of past ages, the wonder of the ages 
yet to come,” 


[GONCLUDRD NEXT WARK,| 
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The Religion of * Believe or be Damned." 


OPEN LETTER 
TO THE 


Sb Johns Schoo! Board 


. BY 
M. BABCOCK., 


Tunis book contains an in- 
avired PHOTOGRAPH of the 
GOD that's being worshiped at E 
the expense of tbe district in 
our public schools; the God . 
that". overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that’s wanted in the 
Constitution; the gentleman 
that owns some three billion 
dollars’ worth of  untaxed 
church property ; the °‘so-help- 
me” God that makes alie tne 
truth in court; the God that 
governors besought to stop tha 
yellow fever, which he didn’t 
do, The picture is worth the 
pries of the book. 

Price, 25 cents. For sale by 


THEOLOGY AT WORK. 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth street, New York. 


ANDREW STONE, M.D., 


` Physician for the Last Twenty-three 
Years to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
gienic Institute, Founder of the 
New Magnetic College, and 
Author of “The New 
Gospel of Health,” 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmonary 
Oonsumption, Asthma, Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 
Diphtheria, Catarrh, and all diseases of the air 
passages, by inhalation of his system of cold or 
cool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach from being 
perverted by nauseous drugs, a8 heretofore has 

een the practice of antiquated systems, 


By this WONDERFULLY PERFECTED sys- 
tem, patients are successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
out the necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—base 
in the first place, upon & searching DIAGNOSIS 
of each case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning’s urine (urinary Sanguinis), showing 
the condition of the blood, or psychometric ex- 
amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 

oth,as may be deemed essential, where per- 
sonal presence is not had, 


BFEERS.—For the first month, $15, including 
analysis and diagnosis; or $36 for à course o 
three months’ tresument-eecuring inhaler, with 
whichever one of the following inhaling vapors 
is found. to, be needed, viz. The Balm, e 

onic, The Expectorant, The Anti-Asthmatio, 
The Anti-Hemorrhagic, The Anti-Septic, The 
Magnetic Blood. Also, with effectual reme- 

les for Cough, for Night Sweats; Vital Tonics 

‘agnetic Embrocations and Plasters for relief 
of Pain and Soreness, and every medicament, 
magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to each 
patient. Thousands of patients are thus an- 
nually successfuily treated at their own homes 
that are not personally attended, because, un- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
stantly deputed in each case, bringing about 
wonderful visible effects. 


Lesgons of instruction and discipline in 
Urinology, in Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 
gressive physicians. that cannot conyeniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 

The art of healing taught in this College com- 
bines the science of Animal and Vital Magnet- 
ism, Medicated Electricity, Equalizing and Ad- 
justing the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 

‘using into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 
ital Force by Impartation and Induc- 
tion of Psychic Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers. 


The vitalizing magnetic power of healing by 
Sun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
of effete matter by cutaneous secretion, The 
doctrine taught at this College is emphatically 
to construct, to build up, to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 


- Analysis and full report of case made for $5, 
independent of any treatment. Fackagos 
transmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 
lion, and stamps for return answers must be 
inclosed in all cases, or no reply will be made, 


Address, AnpRew RBToNZ, M. D., Con- 
sulting and Attending Physician, Bowery 
Place, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y. 17 


CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Embracing those of the Blood &nd Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men,the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leading 
to them are plainly treated by. that plainest of 
books, PLAIN HOME TAL EMBRACING 
MEDIOAL COMMON SENSE — neariy 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations :-by DH, E..B. FOOTE 
of 120 Lexington Aye. New York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should: be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19, 1878, Mr. Bennett’s 
TRUTH SEEKER thus sveaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: " We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts, 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives and 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
uch information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medical works possess the highest value, 
and hav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
reat benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
ogieal, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
has 80 ably imparted. 
Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are a 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE. Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion. by mail, postage prepaid. only $1.50. Con- 
tenta table free, AGENTS WANTED. 
MUBBAY HILI: PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
329 Mast 20th Street New York, 


- Bystem 


JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
muslin, containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 
$1.26. 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr, Ingersoll has made against the P»ntateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 
phlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic, inimitablein its style. and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, aud pathos, 


/ 
Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50, 

Small Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one, 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Sazony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or large size . . . 
Photo or card size ae ee ee 20 " 
Life-size Lithograph, 21327 . . . 60 " 


Postage paid, 
D. M, BENNETT. 
141 EIGHTH BT., New YORK, 


1 per day at home. Sampirs 
BO to B20 Worth ss treo. Address ETIN 
SON & OO. Port'and Maire. lyn 


$86 &week in your own town. Terms and 
$5 outfit free. Address H, HALLETT & 
00.. Portland, Maine. 1y21 


$1 A WEEK. $122 day at home easily made, 
Outfit free, Address TRUE & Co., Augusta, 
Maine. 1y21 


W. S. Bell’s Lectures. | 


1. Thomas Paine. 
2, Jesus. Christ. 


1. Hell, and Persecution. 

2. What Has Freethought to Of- 
fer in Place of Christianity ? 

3. Revivals of Religions. 


PRESS NOTICES. 


He is a good speaker, a perfect gentleman, 
a scholar, and well acquainted with the subjects 
on which he Spe&ks.—- ONE OF HIS AUDIENCE, 
in "Ipswich Chronicle." 


Mr. Bellis a profound thinker and an elo- 
quent speaker. His points are clear and dia- 
tinct., and he does not fail to convince—'' Huli’s 
Orucible.” 


Mr. Bell is a gentleman of fine scholarly at- 
tainments and a very pleasing speaker.—''Ban- 
ner of Light." 


Mr. Bell is a pleasing speaker, polite to oppo- 
nents, but, of course, radical in his views.— 
" Marietta Register." 


Bro. Bell is a first-class speaker, and handles 
his subjects in a masterly manner.—Mgs, FRANK 
KOEHNE, in “ Boston Investigator.” 


He is & gentleman of recognized superior 
ability not only as a publie speaker, bnt in the 
use of his pen.—* New Bedford Signal.” 


For terms, etc., address 
W. $. BELL, 
No. 73 Fourth St., New BEDFORD, Mass. 


JUST ISSUED. 
AFREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice, It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
ig subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing, 
MUBBAY HILL PUBLISHING OO, 
iao Haat aai Street N.Y. 


JUST OUT! 
Another Extraordinary Book! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, -— . 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
eal Gun. 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T, Perry's '! S:x- 
:. teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 
&nd twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed, 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars.ot the age in the orthodox ranks, His 
work isa review ot Kersey Graves!" Sixteen 
Orucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answored and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world ageinst Christianity and the Bible, 
And Mr. Graves claims to huv met and answered 
and tooroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr, Graves 
is his " Eeclesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry-himself. 


The witnesses in their cross-examination not 


only contradict each other and sometimes them: 
selves, put condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This feature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn '' state's oyi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Grayes. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world . an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr, Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities, 
One reader pronounces it, " A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
Work comprises about 200 pages. : 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M, BENNETT, 


LOVE AND TRANSITION; 
AN EPIC AND ARGUMENT. 
190 Pages well bound... + . — $100, 


WOMAN'S WAY OUT: 
Thirty-five Essays on Dress » » 10cents, 


PROGRESS vs. FASHION: 


Full Essay on Dress,10 cts., post paid, from 
this office, 


Six Lectures on Astronomy, 


By PROF, RICHARD A, PROOTOR, 
Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city, in the winter Of 1875-6,and were re 
orted honogra hically expressly for THE 
BUTH SEEKER iss M. B. Gontcharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever des 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents, 
The titles of the Lectures are: 
. Growth of Worlds 
Life and Death of Worlds, 
I, Other Worlds than Ours, © 
Fee EEE tho Uni 
e Great Mysteries of the Universe, 
Religion and Astronomy. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth st., N. Y. 
LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION, 


Paper Covers, 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures.” 
ContTents.—'’The Gods,” “Humboldt,” "Thos, 


Paine,” “Individuality,” " Hereti - 
esies,” Price, 50 cents. TRUE and Her 


vL 


Vol. II. "The Ghosts, andl. 


other Lectures." 


CoxTENTS.—' The Ghosts.” '' Libe 
Woman, and Child," "' Deelaration of Toden 
ence,” " Farming in Iinois,” *' Bpeech at Oin- 
cinnati,” " The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream.” Price 50 cents, 


Both ae bound in one, price; $1.00. 
otographs o r. ingersoli, " 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: i 
Imperial, or large size... +0112 40 cents, 
Photo, or card size... .......... 90 cents, 
Life-size lithograph, 91x91... .... 50 cents. 


Postage paid. 


Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t., New York. 
THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OB THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith, 

An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY .and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Justout, By 


COURTLAND : 
Price, 25 cents, y T PALMER 


EPITOME 
^ OFTHE 


Positive Philosophy 
© AND o 
RELIGION = HUMANITY. 


THIRD EDITION, with OHART and INTRO- 


DUCTION. By T. B. WAKEMAN, Esq, 
Just out. Price, 25 cents, 


KNOW THYS ELF! 


HE untold miseries that re- 
sult from indiseretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medicat_ work nub- 
lished bv the PEABODY MED- 
ICAL INSTITUI'E, Boston, 
Aaniitled Lhe Science of Life; 
or, Self Preservation. Px- 
nervous and physical debility, 


i 


erson should 
The author isa 
noble benefactor.” - ; Nr 
An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. 
he author refers 


T by permission to JOS. 8, 
FISHER, President: W. I, P. IN 


GRAHAM. vice- 
U. 


W. P. .WLD,; 0. 8, GAUNTT 
.D.; H, J. DOUOET, M.D.; R. H. KLINE, M.D.; 
J.B. HOLCOMB, M.D.: N. B. LYNCH, M.D.: and 
M. R, O'CONNELL, M.D.. faculty of the Phila- 


delphia University of Medicine and Surgery; 
Philadelphia; also Hon. P. A. BISSELL, M.D., 
President of the National Medical Association, 
ddress Dr. W. H, PAR- í : 
KER, No.4 Bulfinch street, HE AL 
Boston, Mass, The author : 
may be congaitea on andie: 
egre c " 
earienoguiringakiiiandex, THYSELF 
FROM xd i 
A SERIES OF LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 
D. M. BENNETT 
WHILE IN PRISON IN 
LUDLOW-STREET JAIL. 
SHOWING THE 
Injustice of his Mock Trial aid 
the Meanness of his Perse- 
cutors, with Reports ofa |. 
Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
Europe and in 
this Country. 
ALSO GIVING A 
Succinct Account of the. 
Thousands of Christian Perse- 
cutions that hav Taken Place in 
the Centuries Gone. The Cruelties 
which hav.been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
which is added some of .. 
MR. BENNETT:S 
LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 
PENITENTIARY. 

650 pp., 12mo, with steel plate engraving 
. of the author, Price, $1.50. | 
Revelations of Antichrist 

OONOERNING à 
Christ and Christianity. 

“This volume give tai 
that the Ohrist of the Bible was never bore 
never crucified, never died... . It contains 
more deep researches into the far back pages 
of antiquity thàn any volume I ever read 
ANTICHRIST proves from history that James 
Kepha ‘Cephas, alias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Christian era, and so did Jesus 
Christ—indeed, many Christs and many by the 
name of Jesus. . . In my precious collection 
of Liberal works I hav placed this last valuable 
acquisition first and foremost of all.” 

The book contains 446 rep dy avers fa n 
Index and table of contents. Price, $200, TN 
THE ROOT OF THE MATTER, 

SAMSON: 
* 

A M vth-Storv of the Sna, 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ae- 
cording to the Holy Men 
of Old. 

"The author of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythical in its character. He presents 
us a number of copies to be disposed of in the 
interest of Tar TRUTH BEEKEBR. All who pure 
chase will therefore aid THE TRUTH SEEKER to 
the amount of their purchase, or add to the 

Bennett fund as they may choose. 

Samson, 20 cente; Gospel of the Kingdom, 
volg,. each, 80 centa, : m ED 


NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed: on: sale, 
- wholesale and retail, with “The 

Truth Seeker: . 


Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER, 


12mo, 61 pp. Papér, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 


This book fully demonstrates the sh 
character of the origin of the "religion. ot 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Theology Et, 


` BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. l 

Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefly intended to 


uvhold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forees and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, . 
Judaism, Etc. 

. BY HALSEY R, STEVENS. 
Exira cloth, 12mo, 419. pp., $1.50, 


Faith and Reason; 


Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 
A concise account of the Christian religion, 


and ali the prominent: religions -before and 
since Christianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


LOVE VENTURES. 


A rose tinted record of love in the tropics, 
with strange and startliug adventures thereto 
belonging. Price, 50 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 870, 160 pp. . . $1.00. 


! $22 RO e 
Positivist Primer: 
‘Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity, 


` BY C. G. DAVID. 
. Price, 75 cents. f 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: : 


A critical study, By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12m0, 327 pp, $2.00, 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
. Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp. . . $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
BY dEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00, 


Mr. Reber gívs an interesting account of the CHANCE! 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation of the Christian church. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting. 
BY A, R. COOPER. | 
12mo. 48 pp; paper, 20 cts.; flexible cloth, 35 cts. 


a 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF | 


NAZARETH. . 


BY. M. SOHLESINGER, PH.D.. 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 
A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris. 
tianity 

This ig a very valuable and concise work, and 


states in plain and unmistakable language the ' p 


reasons Why Ohristianity is a failure. Price, 50 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


: With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
i Gnd the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH X. PECK. 
Paper, 1amo, 63 pages; price, 25 centa, 
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A regularly educated and legally 
qualified 

physician, and the most succesef 
practice Will Drove. eus PRU as- his 

ali forms of Private, Chronic 
Serua Diseases, Spermatorrhæa, and 
mpotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual exeess in maturer years, and 
other causes, producing. some of the fol. 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis. 
sions (night emissions, by dreams, Dimness 
gi Bight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
impies on Face, Aversion to Society of Fe. 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, eee, ete, rendering marriage improper or 
un ADDY, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
octor 8 latest and grentest medical diseovery. 
and which he has 80 far prescribed for this 
&ne!ul complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
! them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
| had been in the Insane esylums, many had 
Falling Bickness- Fits; others upon the verge 
vonsumptton ; while others again had be- 
gome. Foolish and hardlv able to take care of 
Sybhil\s positively eured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrhaa, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, Ail diseases of 
Women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhea, 
etc,, treated with equal success. 
R. R. P. FELLOWS has within the last fifteen 
years treated thcusands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given up by their pùyai- 
cians to die; but by the aid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
: Skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Feilows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med. 
loine to repel the cange oF ru complaint in- 
! ed, and at lastgsubdue it, place the Doctor 
&t the head of his@eotsosion 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 


Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Sosrmatorrhea, and contáin- 
ing cures sworn to before a magisti ate. which 
i4 positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doctor's great skill. 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Enelose two three 


[From the Western Reformer.) 
“DR, R, P. FELLOWS 
is a highly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an original system of practice. and is 
perfectly reliable and trustworthy, We hay 


heard many flattering reports of his successful 
cures of diseuses incidentto humanity,” 


WHAT IS MONEY? 


A DEBATE 
BETWEEN 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
|. AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 3 cents. 
this office. 


For sale at 


GARE *The Commoner.’ 


The most Radical, Anti: Ring, Auti- Clique, 
Auti-Monopolistic Greenback-Labor Paper 
|in the world. Published weekly, $1.50 per 
' year. 
ye land's “Life of B. F. Butler,” one of the most 
readable books ever written. Over 200 pages ; 
price, 50 cents, Wesend the*' Life of Butier’ 
and the Commoner ” three months, to any 


, for 50 cents. ddrese, 
address, for 50 cents. eS HULL & CO., 
2:8 46 School 8t.. Boson, Mass, 


A Few Words About 
the Devil, 


And Other Biographical Sketches 
and Essays. 
BY CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 


Second edition, with Portrait and Autobiog- 
raphy. Extra cloth, gold back and 
side stamp, 12mo, 260 pp., 
price, $1 25. 

! Displays much learning and research.—The 

emo crat. 
In fine, there is much that is noble about him, 
—The Advance. 

His position is defined and defended in & 
spirit of reverence for the truth.— Chicago Eve. 
Journal. l 

In a handsome volume before us Chas, Brad- 


laugh has “A Few Words" to say " About the 
Devil"? Mr. Bradlaugh has a rightto his “° few 


| yords,” and the devii will, we presume, at no 


istant day, hav a “few words" to say to Mr. 
Bradlaugh, and will doubtless get the best of 
tbe argument,—Chicago Interior. 

We shonld insist. were we in any way con- 
nected with the government of theological 
schools, on their perusal of this work by the 
youth fitting under our charge for the duties 
find the responsibilities of the pulpit. They 
wE iind Mr. Bradlaugh no common man, and 


! they will be introduced by him to persons and 


thoughts which cannot fail to be of nee in their 
professional studjes.-JNew Haven Palladium, 


cent stamps, and address. as above.: 


. authoritative bio; 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East,” *' Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black aud gold 
bick and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 


The charactérs are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
48 living beings.— Pall Mall Gazeite. 

Power, eloquence, and originality character- 
ize '' Nathaniel Vaughan ” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novela.—LIllustrated Lon- 
don News. 

An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition, 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas.— Westminster Review. 


D. M. BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Eighth 8t., N.Y 


Martyrdom of Man 


A Compendium. of Universal History 
BY WINWOOD READE. 
SECOND EDITION. 


Large clear. type, toned paper, broad mar- 
gins, extra cloth, 12mo, 543 pp., $1.75. 


Mr. Reade’s historica! survey of the world of 
nature and man, marvelous as it is, in its mul- 


titude of details, in its comprehensive sweep, j 


in its terse. splendid paragraphs, in its evi- 
dence of wide and careful reading, and its gən- 
eral accuracy, gives theimpression of a reading 
as immense as that of Hume, Gibbon, or of 
Buckle. 

ExTRAOT.—' The good in this world predom- 
inates over the bad; the good is ever in^reas- 
ing, the bad is everdiminishing. But,if God is 
ove, why is there auy bad at all? Is the world 
like a novel, in which the villains are put in to 
make it more dramatic, and in which virtue 
only triumphs in thethird volume? It is cer- 
tain that the feelings of the created hav in no 
way been considered. If, indeed, there were a 
judgment-day, it would be for man to appear at 
the bar, not as a criminal, f 
What has he done that he should be subjected to 
a life of torture and temptation? God might 
nav made us ali happy, and he bag made us 
miserable. Is that benevolence? God might 
hav made us all pure, and he has made us all 


but as an accuser, | 


i 
‘ 
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JUST PUBLISHED! 
A New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PRRENOLOGY, 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 
Graduate of the Hygeia-Therapeutic College 


-and the New York Phrenological 
Institute, 


This work is intended both 88 a chart for the 
use of rhrenologists and a text-book for stu- 
dents of phrenology, As & chart it will be 
found fuller and more complete than any other 
work of its size on this subject. It contains in 
addition to the “Table of Developments," one 
of "Adaptation to Different Pursuits," and one 
of '' Conjugai Adaptation." These tables being 
perfeetly easy to understand, are cáleulated to 
render the work at once both interesting and 
useful. The work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
functions, health, etc., and all tbe faculties and 
powers ot the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvement. Its explanation 
of the principles of phrenology, etc., and its 
other important remarks will be fcund well 
adapted to the nexds of students and others 


'wtomay desire to ucquire‘an elementary knowl- 


ainful, Is that the perfection of morality? If; 
I believed in this man-created God, in this: 


divine Nebuchadnezzar, I wou!d sas, You can 
make me livin your world, O Creator, but you 
cannot make me admire it; you can load me 
with chains, but you cannot make me flatter 
you; you can send me to hell-flre, but you can- 
uot obtain my esteem. And if you condemn me, 
you condemn yourself. If I hav committed 
Bins, you invented them, which is worse. Ifthe 
wateh you hav made does not go well, whose 
faultis that? Is it rational to daran the wheels 
and the springs? 

AuTHOBRITIES.—On Egypt, Wilkinson, Rawlin- 
son's Herodotus, Bunsen; Ethiopia or, Ab- 
yssinia, Bruce, Baker, Lepus: Oarthage, Hee- 
ren’s African Nations, Ni 
East Africa, Vincent's Periplus, Gulliain. 
Hakluyt Society’s Publications; Moslem Af- 
tica (Central), Park, Caille, Danham and Olap- 
verton, Lander, Barth, Ibn Batuta, Leo Afri- 
canus; Guinea and South Africa, Azurara, 
Barros, Major, Hakluyt Purchas. Livingstone, 

Assyria, Bir H, Rawlinson, Layard; India, 
Max Muller, Webber; Persia, Heereus' Asiatic 
Nations; O»ntral Asia, Burnes, Wolff. Vambery ; 
Arabia, Niebuhr. Caussin de Perceval, Sprenger, 
Deutsch, Muir, Rurckhardt, Burton, Palgrave: 
Palestine. Dean Stanley, Renan, Dollinger, Spi- 
aoza, Robinson, Neander. . 

Greece, Grote, O, Meller, Curtius, Heerens. 
Lewes, Taine. About. Becker's Oharicles; Rome 
Gibbon, Macaulay. Becker’s Galius; Dark Ages 
Hallam, Guizot. Robertson, Prescott, Irving; 
Philosophy of History, Herder, Buckle, Comte, 
Lecky, Mill, Draper; Science, Darwin, Lyell, 
Herbert Spencer, Huxley, Tyndall, Vestiges of 
Oreation, Wallace, Tylor. ‘Lubbock. 

It is really a remarkable book, in which uni- 
versal history is '' boiled down” with surprising 
skill."—ZLiterary World. 

You turn over his pages with a fascination 
similar to that experienced in reading Wash- 
ington Irving.—Jnter- d " 

His history has a continuity a rush. & carry- 
ing power, which reminds us strikingly of Gib- 
bon.—New Haven Palladivm. 

The sketch of early Egyptian history.in the 
first chapter, is à masterpiece of hictorical writ- 
lug. He has a style that reminds us of Macau- 
lay.— Penn Monthly. 

We could scarcely hav supposed it possible for 
any writer, however gifted, to put into one vol- 
ume, reasonable in size and price, so much reli- 
able information, sound logic, and inspiring 
thought, —Literary Review. . 


GREENBACK-LABOR  CHRONICE 


Hon. F, M, Foaa, , Founded by SOLON 
CoL, J. H, BLOOD, } Ep'ns. | CHASE in 1874, 
"HE Oldest, Livest, Cheapest,Greenback-Labor 
Journal in the country. 

Devoted to the interests of labor, the econom- 
ical and just distribution of the products of 
labor, and a scientific financial system—one 
that wil! not rob labor to enrich idleness. 

PLATFORM, 


1. The United S‘ates paper, dollar to be the 
unit of vaiue, bearing this imprint: United 
States Money - One Doltar. Receivable for pub- 
lic dues and legal tender for private debts, — , 

3. The immediate payment cf the bonded debt 
according to ‘he right reserved to pay it before 
maturity by Section 3693, Revised Scatutes, U. 8. 

3, Government loans to the Deople through 
states. Counties, cities, and towns, to be paid, 
after five years, in twenty annual installments, 
at one per cent per annum tax. 

4, Government conduct of public transporta- 
tion and telegraphs. 

5. Government aid to homestead settlers. 

6. Universal adult suffrage. 

1. Abolition of legal debts. 


and the substitution of reformatory labor for 
puuishment by imprisonment for crime. 


A large 32-column paper. Dlain typo, $1.00 & : 
year, in advane^; 3 months, 25 cents. Send for ‘ 


sample copy. Every yearly subseriber receives 
“The Life of General B. F, 
mium, & book of severai hundred pages, and an 

raphy of this distinguished 
eiizon. FOGG, BLOOD & CO.. Auburn, Me, 
Publishera, 


ebuhr, Mommsen; 'gpermatorchoa, 


i Debility, Impotency in both sexes, Epilepsy, ‘ 
; Paralysis,- ` 


Butler." as a pre- . 


i the day of publication, 


edge of phrenology with as little outlay of tima 
and labor as possible. In short, this work wiil 
be found well adapted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and vhrenological examiners. 

The work contains 105 pages, With an excellent 
map of the head, showing the locations of all 
the faculties, and is handsomely printed and 
bound. Price, paper, 60 centa; clath, 76 cente. 

ddress D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St,, N. Y. 


DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


“MEDICAL G000 SENSE” 


—AND— . 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 


—EMBBAGING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 


OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2. It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases. It unfolds Some of the deep- 


; est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 


tion and development of life, s xual relations 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 before 
this fall, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free, Contents table 
sent free for stamp. 


DR. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Liberal friends and patients throughont 
the United States and Canadas that he is, as 
usual, treating 


ALL OHRONIO DISEASES, 


and positively curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced incurable. Having over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr. K. is meeting with re- 
markable success in curing obstinate cases of 
eminal Weakness, Nervous 


Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Oatarr 
Asthma. Bronchitis, Consumption, Dyeentery, 
Piles, Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, 
genital Organs, and all diseases of women. 
onsultation Free, reas 
T. R. KINGET.M. D., 
317 East 14th Bt., New York. 
Questions for Inva!ids free. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 

DR. FOOTES HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year «nd for the AM&RIOAN ILLUSTBAT- 
ED PRoNouNOING Pooger DIOTIONARY, con- 
taining 30,000 words. ] 

ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR, FOOTE’S 

HEALTH MONTHLY 


For one year and for a large center-table book 
containing the Oomplete Works of Shakspere I 
Do not forget to sond 25 Cents to pay posrage or 
86 cents if you want it registered. Addr: sa 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO., 
129 E. 28! h st., New York city. 


THE 
Anonymous Hypothesis 
OF 


Creation. 
A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
Account. 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Cloth; price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N, Y. 


TIIE 


Philosophy of Spiualism, 
AND THE : 
Pathology and Treatment of 


Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


. Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
8. Abolition of the death-penalty by U. B. law, | 


Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
Ycrk Free Medical College 
for Women. 


Reed before the New York Liberal Ciub, 
March 20 swo 27, 1874. 
Cioth; price 50 cents. For sale by 
D, M. BENNETT, 14 Eighth Bt, N. Y. 
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The Truth Seeker, May B, 1880. 


Tt is now called the 
‘Comstock’ Syringe, 


Anthony Comstock having made an abortive 
attempt to suppress it, for which he was 


Arrested and is now under big bail. 
Only 16 sold previous to Comstock RAID, 
over 500 since !!! i 
Grand Juries 


become delighted with it and buy it for their 


wives. 
The only simple, sure. and reliable article of 


the kind in uae, Price, $5.00. 
` B. H. PRESTON. 
209 West 34th St,, N. Y 


READ 7 
“Fewer Children and Better.” 


in the May, 1880, number ofthe 
Physiologist and Family Physician 
Edited by« 
SARA B. CHASE, A.M., M.D. 


Terms, $1.50 per year. Single copies 15 cts. 


Address 
8. H. PRESTON, Business Manager, 
209 West sath St.. New York. 
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BABYS GUIDE TO HEALTH, 


—0n— 
HOW TO PROMOTE AND PRESERVE THE 
HEALTH OF BABIES FROM THE TIME 
OF BIRTH TOTHEAGEOFTWO 
YEARS OR MORE, IN ALL 


SEASONS AND CLIMATES. 


—py— 
WILLIAM H. PRICE, M. D., 
Ex. A. A. Surgeon U. S. Army.; Author of 
** Ohildrea's Guide to Health,” etc. 
PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 


" An Ounce of Prevention : is better than a Pound of 
Cure.” 


ale by 
For salo. BENNETT, 141 Eighth st., N. Y. 


Issues of the Age. 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
| IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 
` price, $1.00. 


Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period staud as 
precedents.— Tacitus. 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.—N. 
Y. Graphic. 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advaneed,—Jewiah Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought, He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirations.—W. Y. Tribune. s 


THE ESSENCE OP RELIGION, 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of" The Essence of Christianity,” eto. 
Translated from the German, 
Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance. 
Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality. of our age l—Eztract. 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 

A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 

This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER., It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tt H edy was but the to-be-looked-for outeome 


e teaching of the Bible. 
Price 10 cents, D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth Street.N. Y. Gity. 


WHAT IS MONEY? 


A DEBATE 
BETWEEN 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 
Pamphlet form, Price 8 cents, For gale at 


thig offloo, t 


MRS. H. S. LAKE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
Liberal and Freethought Lecturer 


Will receive calls to lecture before Liberal or 
Sviritualistic societies on moderate terms. 
The following are titles of some of her lectures: 


Infidel Integrity versus Christian Creed. 
Separation of Church and State, 
The Spiritua) Philosophy, what it is and what 


t is not. 
The Sunday Question. 
Tho:nas Paine, Patriot and Hero. 
Orime and its Causes; or, What shall we do 
to be save 
Atter Liberalism. What ? 
Life beyond the Grave. 
Jesus Christ, the Reformer. 
The Three Tyrannies. 
The Old Error aad the New Truth. 
Tne Scientific Aspect of Prayer. ete., eto. 


VOLUNTARY OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


Alecture replete with eloquence.—San Fran- 
ceco TONLE. 

She is a powerful advocate of the cause she 
has espoused.—San Jose Mercury. 

Mrs. Lake is the best jady lecturer that has 
ever apoeared before a Poriland audience.— 
Portland Oregonian. 

As a speaker she is vastly superior to auy 
woman we hav ever heard; for beauty of dic- 
tion, depth of thought, and grace in delivery 
she is remarkable.—Salem ( Or.) Record. 

e has the power of entrancing her audi- 
ence, and, by her eloquence, commanding the 
bes of those most opposed to her.— Corvallis 

azette, 

Mra, Lake is one of the finest orators we hav 
ever listened to. Can hardly be excelled by any 
spesker on this coast, either man or Woman.— 
Yreka Journal. ; 

Her eloquence and masterly style giv evi- 
dence of a highly cultivated mind as well_asa 
comovlete comprehension of her subject.—Zure- 
ka{ Nev.) Sentinel, 

Whatever cause she espouses has in her an 
advocate of more power and brilliansy than is 
usually found on the rostrum, and her infiu- 
ence will be felt wherever she goes.—Council 
Bluffs Nonpareil. 

Pieasant appearance, graceful carriage, a 
good elocutionist, eloquent, using well-ctosen 
language to express her ideas.—Clinton Herald, 

Mrs, Lake is a brilliant speaker, finely cul- 
tured, a trained elocutionist, and & powerful 
advocate of truth, reason, aud constitutional 
liberty.—Ze Claire Pilot. 


She may be addressed, Clinton, Iowa. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Btrepigny and But in Ohampagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and left as his 
“Last Will and Testament” to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death. the above-named work. entitled ' Oom- 
mon Sense.” 

This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 

The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the, last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s “Age 
of Reason "1s mere miik and water to it. and 
Voltaire's ‘*Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with & cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so weil, 

JAMES PARTON, 

Price, cloth, $1.60; paper, $1.00. 

D. M. BENNETT 14). tenth St. N. Y, 


FAMILY CREEDS, 


BY 


WILLIAM MeDONNELL, 
Author of * EXETER 
HALL,” “HEATHENS OF THE 


HEATH,” etc. 
To any who hav read either of this 
favorite Liberal writers other ro- 


mances, it only need be said that this 


is not inferior to them. 468 pp, 


In clotli, $1.25. 


For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 
* 141 8th street, N. Y. 


ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, 


Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural Address 
and the famous articles of 
Prof. Tyndall ana Sir Henry Thompson 
ON PRAYER. 


With Portrait and Biographical Sketch of 
Prof. Tyndall, And opinions of his ser- 
vices by the eminent scientist, Prof, 


H. HELMHOLTZ. 

Paper, 12mo, 105pp., 25 cts.; cloth, neavy 
tinted paper, 50 cts, Inaugural and por- 
trait only, 12mo, paper, 69pp., 10 cts. 

Prof. Tyndall has inaugurated a new era in 
scientific development, and has drawn the 
sword in & battle whose clash of arms will 
presently resound through the civilized world. 
—N. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 

Prof. Tyndall Crosses the Rubicon.—It is the 
opening &ddress of the president of the most 
mportant convention of scientific men in th 
worid. Every line of it breathes thought, 
power, eloquence. It is in many respects one 
of the most extraordinary, ütteranoop of our 
time--N. Y, Tribune: i : 


augh. 
(19. New Lite of Abraham, 


SOCIALISM. 


i A BEPLY To: . 
ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D. D. 
BY AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIBT. 
12mo, 67pp., 25 cta.; cloth, 50 cts, — 


He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
ceives a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall. It is against his 
passiveness that *' Socialist" cries out. Is there 
no help for the miserable? he asks. The doc- 
trine that government should merely “protest,” 
he attacks, and insists that it should " assist,” 
also, While he does not believe that " property 
is robbery," or wholly subscribe to "the world 
owes me a living,” ke affirms "the world owes 
me a chance fo make a living."—N, Y, Herald, 


A BUSIMESS MAN’S RELIGIOUS 


AND SOCIAL VIEWS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 206pp. Price gl. 


The author’s conception of a posstble future 
life on this earth is really eloquent and beauti- 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see 
what & philanthropic business man has to sap 
upon the social problem, from a poor man's 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the book. The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals " Society” in all its. ramiflea- 
tions of corruption and inhumanity; his ear- 
nest and manly plea for the social regeneration 
of the lower clagses—will, unless we are much 
mistaken, make fhe book the best-abused and 
best-liked production of the day by these two 
classes respectively.—Oritical Review. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 
IRON-OLAD SERIES. 
Ots, 


No. 

1. Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh.......... 

2. Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake. 5 

7. Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Muller... 10 

8. Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrigon:.- 20 
y- 


9. Relation of Witeheratt to Religion. 


? 


Se D 

16, Why do Men Starve? Charles Brad- 

BUE... ecce ee ee eee ee ea ohh 

17. Logle of Life, Deduced from the Princi- 
ple of Freethought. G.J. Holyoake.. 10 
18, A Plea for Atheism. Oharles Bradlaugh, 10 
19. Large or Small Families ? A. Holyoake. 5 
20. Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
m. Pitt. Austin Holyoake........... . 
21. Defense of Secular Principles. C. Watts. 
22. Is the Bible Reliable? O, Watts......... 
23, The Christian Deity, O. Watts. 
24. Moral Value of the B 


eoo OLOR 


BUB, ere chr nu eum eee ET T A 
26. Christianity: Its Nature, &nd Influence s 


5 
5 
veri OBke,.........eeseere B 
30. Philosophy of Secularism. O. Watts..... 6 
Oharles Bradlaugh... 5 
38. Is therea God ? Oharles Bradlaugb..... 5 
39. Labor's Prayer. Oharles Bradlaugh..... 65 
40, Poverty; Ite Cause and Cure, M.Q. H. 10 
42, Science and Bible Antagonistic. C. Watts. 6 
43, Christian Scheme of Redemption. O. 
hh eee es Oe emer sso tuse ocootonn 6 
44. Logic of Death; or. Why should the 
Atheist Fear to Die. .J. Holyoake, 10 
47, Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the Beople. Oharles Brad- 


laugh. ............. TIPP Ooeceees 5 
MANNA SERIES. 

3. New Life of David. Oharles Bradlaugh. 5 

5. 200 Questions Without Answers........... 5 


6, Dialogue Between a Christian Missionary 
and & Chinese Mandarin......... Sissit 10 

7. Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bish- 
ops by & Weak but Zealous Christian, 10 

8. Search After Heaven und Hell. A. Hol- 


Oharles 

Bradlaugh............... cerent rne 

11. New Life of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh, 

12. Daniel the Dreamer. A. Holyoake...... 1 

33. Specimen of the Bible: Esther. A. Hol- 

bL CPC" 

14. Acts of the Apostles: A Farce, A. Hol- 

yoake, 

15. Ludicrous Aspects of Obristianlty. A. 

OlYOBKE...- ee eeee er ereveevee secet escnes 10 

16. Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh.. 5 
M. Who was Jesus Christ? Oharles Brad-* 

&ugh..........eee II s.. 

18. What Did Jesus Teach? Charles Brad- 


6 

Oharles Brad- 
augh.............eee TP TCPPPMS . 6 
20. New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
‘ai, A Secular Prayer. A. Holyake. Per doz. 10 


The Best on this Theme Yet. 
“AN ESSAY ON THE BIBLE 


NARRATIVE OF CREATION.” 


By Augustus R. Grote, A.M. 


The Boston Commonwealth says: It is a ra- 
tionalistic examination of the scripture rC- 
count, with a conclusion that the literal teach- 
Ing of the theory is iuiurious to the mind, as it 
prove an impediment to intellectual advance- 
ment. 

The Boston Traveler says: He has given a 
clear, yet condensed, criticism from the liter- 
ary and scientific points of view. An eloquent 
and forcible protest against the tyranny of 
dogma. He endeavors to show that all efforts 
to reconcile science with a literal interpreta- 
tion of the account of Genesis must only end in 
confusion. 

The Popular Science Monthly says: The dis- 
crepancies between the two accounts are very 
fully indicated, and the different points of view 
from which they were written explained. . . . 
Interesting chapters follow on the myths of the 
old world, which resemble those of Genesis. 
; The book is characterized by directness of 
argument, and the best material bas been dili- 
gently used. . . . The arch@ologist and 
philologist will fiad many new points in the 

ook, Which is noteworthy for its additions to 
science as well as for its distinctive literary 
merits. Paper 40 conta, For sale 


D, if BENNETT, 


Di a Se r a AA ———— e 


"READ THIS LIST 


| OF. 
STANDARD WORKS. 


Published by D. M. BENNETT, 
‘441 Eighth St., New York, 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers, By D. M. DENNETT, 
Editor of Tua TRUTH SEEKER. Octavo; 
second edition; enlarged and revised, Being 
the biographies and important doctrines of 
the most distinguished teachers, philoso- 
phers, reformers, innovators, founders of 
new schools of thought and religion, disbe- 
lievers in curréht theology, and the deepest 
thinkers and most active humanitarians of 
the world, from Menu down through the 
succeeding three thousand years to our own 
time. Price, cloth, $33 leather, $4; mo- 
rocen, gilt edges, $4.50. . 

The Champions of the Church: 
Their Crimes and Persecutions, By 
D. M. Bennert. Biographical sketches of 
‘eminent Christians, from the time of the 
reputed founder of Christianity to the 

resent. A companion book to ‘The 
World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” 
Containing a correct history of the distin- 
guished ornaments and diabolical characters 
of the church. A full account ja given of 
the bloody wars which Christianity has in- 
humanly waged to spread its rule. It also 
givesa history of Jesuitism for three centu- 
ries. The whole is based upon Christian 
authorities. Price, cloth, $35 leather, $4: 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Analysis of Religious Belief. By 
Viscount AMBERLEY, son of Lord John 
Russell, who was twice Premier of England. 
Complete, from the London edition. This 
remarkable work has attracted unusual atten- 
tion in England. It is the work of a brilliant 
young lord of Christian parents, who was 
brought up in the Christian faith, but who, 
upon investigation and reflection, became a 
decided unbeliever ; the result of which is 
the elaborate work here named, the prepara- 
tion of which occupied him several years. 
Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

The Great Works of Thomas 
Paine, Complete. New edition. The 
cheapest and best ever sold. Contains Life 
of Paine; his theological writings—the Age 
of Reason, Examination of Prophecies, 
Reply to Bishop Llandaff, Letter to Mr. 
Erskine, Essay on Dreams, ‘Letter to Camille 
Jordan, Of the Religion of Deism ; his po- 
litical Writinge—-Common Sense, The Crisis 
(Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), and The Right. 
of Man. All in one octavo volume, with a 
fine steel portrait of Paine. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $45 morocco, gilt, $4.50, 

Supernatural Religion: An Tn- 
quiry into the Reality of Divine 
Revelation. Decidedly the ablest work 
in this line ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
terest than this. It was issued anonymously, 
and the great inquiry was, ‘Who is the 
author ?” It is most damaging to the claims 
of Christianity, and its positions and state- 
ments have never been refuted by the clergy. 
Itis very scholarly, and enters into the ex- 
amination of the original Greek in detail and 
with great exactness. Three 8vo volumes in 
one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 
which sells at $15.00. The London Times, 
in speaking of this great work, uses this lan- 
guage : ** No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 
and effect on the thinking part of the com- 
munity as this work. It has done more to 
open the eyes of the ignorant and credulous, 
and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and 
superstition, than any other book.” Pub- 
lished complete in a volume of 1,000 pages, 
with a full index, atthe following low prices: 


Cloth, $4; leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, 


$5.50. 
Nature’s Revelations of Charac- 
ter; or, Physiognomy Illustrated, 


Being the moral and volitive dispositions of, 


mankind as manifested in the human form 
and countenance. By Josera Bimma, M.D.. 
This work is the fruit of twenty yeurs’ dili- 
gent observation of nature, and presents a 
new and complete analysis and classification 
of the powers of the human mind and body, 
together with the physiognomical mg by 
which every faculty is disclosed. In one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 260 
cuts. Price, cloth, $985 leather, $4; mo- 
rocco, gilt edzes, $4.50. 

Paine’s Theological Works. In 
one volume, comprising Age of Reason, Ex- 
amination of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop 
Llandaff, Letter to Mr. Eskine, Essay on 
Dreams, Of the Religion of Deism, etc., 
with a Life and fine sieel portrait of Paine. 
Cloth, $1.50. i 

Paine’s Political Works. In ono 
volume, comprising Common Sense, The 
Crisis (Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), The Rights 
of Man, and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait, Cloth, $1.50. 

The Age of Reason. By Tuomas 
Pam. Large type. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. D 

The Age of Reason and the Ex- 
amination of Prophecies. By Taom- 
as Paine. Large type. Paper, 50 cents; 
Cloth, 75 cents. 

Common Sense. By THomss PAINE. 
His first and most important political work, 
Paper, RS cepta, wu n 
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Notes and Clippings. 


Hz asked a Cincinnati bell if there was much 
refinement and culture in that city, and she re- 
plied, "You just bet your boots we're cultured 
to kill.” 


@ TEE condor of the Andes is said to kill its 
` prey with its bill, andthe up-town milliners of 
this city are trying the same.game on tne mar- 
ried men. — 


A LITTLE girl, aged three, went to church 
lately to see a Christening, When, on ker re- 
turn, she was asked what she thought of the 
babr, she replied, "It was a good baby; it did 
not cry when the gentleman washed its head.” 


k Mg. D. M, BENNETT, editor of Tus TRUTH 
SEEKER, received an enthusiastic welcome On 
his return from p:ison, at Chickering Hall, on 
Sunday night. The audience was a truly repre- 
sentative one of free thought, free speech, and 
free press, A ‘Song of Welcome” was sung 
by.a quartette choir.—American Art Journal, 


D. M. BENNETT, having served out his term of 
sentence in the penitentiary for sending a copy 
of an alleged immoral book—we hav never seen 
it-through post, has been discharged, “Nana,” 
an immoral book—which we hav seen—is still 
in the market and is sold by " respectable pub- 
lishers;” and that, we suppose, makes all the 
difference.—Star, i 


Tux Young Men's Christian Association of 
Seneca Fails, N. Y., has collapsed for, want of 
patronage, the members preferring to go to hell 
rather than pay the bills. In fact, Christianity 
is at a discount in that place. They hav seven 
churches besides several side shows, and the 
, Oldest settled minister having been there less 
than three years, proposes to quit business 
unless they pay him. 


.BENNxTT Reception, Chickering Hall, Sunday 
evening, Muy 21, Mr. D. M. Bennett, editor of 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER, has been imprisoned the 
past year on & charge of mailiog a copy of 
“Cupis Yokes” to a sham address sent in a 
decoy letter by Anthony Oomstock. Mr. Ben- 
nett's friends, in testimony of their regard for 
his devotion to the principles of tree press, 
free speech, and free mails, will givhim agrand 
reception on his iiberation from prison.—Jersey 
City Evening Journal, 


Tum Rev. Charles B. Ramsdell has been pas- 
tor ot the North Presbyterian church, Washing- 
ton, since 1875, and has brought it up from a 
condition of poverty to one of considerable 
prosperity. But he has offonded his congrega: 
tion, or at least a good pait of it, by marrying 
a Roman Oatiolie girl. She ia amiable, refined 
and good, but sticks to her religion, though she 
frequently goes ro hear her husband preach. 
One.church mee'ing has been held tor the pur- 
pose of compelling him to resign, but he pro- 
poses to stay. ` 


Tug D. M. Bennett Reception in Chickering 
Hall, New Youk, last Sunday night. was a tre- 
mendous affair. It was not only one of the 
la: gest, but one of the most if not (he most en- 
thusiastie ever held in the city. A full report 
of the meeting and the speeches in fuli will be 


CU bs AS MU W BIAS dau 
BY D. W. BENNEY®, 


j 


to hav small feet is so intense that that gir's 
will slyly tighten their own bandages in spite 
of the pain, Tais binding, the Chinese them- 
selves admit. often produces. among other 
evils, blindness. 


PRAYER FoR RAIN.—We the undersigned min- 
isters of the gospel in R-noccunty, recommend 
that the fourth Sabbuth of this month (26th 
inst.) be especially observed as a day of humili- 
ation and prayer in the worship of Almighty 
God, that he would graciously hav mercy upon 
us, and bestow upon our land needed rain and 
&llthe conditions of a fruitful season, that the 
labor of the husbandman may not be in vain. 
Having the div!ne promise, and the example of 
thep.ophet Elijah, we are encouraged to pray, 
Let us.all exercise faith and obedience to him 
"in whom we liv. and move, and hay pur being.’ 

Signed: BaMvEL DILLY, Wm FEBGUBON, 

BAMUEL Baoon, D. M. Moors, 
D.?.MrroRELL. E, B. TUOKER, 
Hutchinson (Kan.) Interior. 

If these men find their influence at the court 
of heaven is potent, and they can bring rain 
when they wish it, they could undoubtedly do-a 
very profitable business by traveling from the 
Atlantic coast to the Pacific, especially through 
the summer season, bringing rain where great- 
ly needed. If they succeed in getting this quar- 
ter of the globe well watered, they will be able 
to flnd steady employment in portions of Asia 
and Atriea, where rains are of rare occurrence. 
How handy it must be for Godto hav men tell 
him when and where to hav his rains descend, 


Ir London Life is to be believed, Mrs. Victoria 
Woodhull has achieved a notable triumph in 
her three years of self-banishment from the 
United States, In the Gr: at Britain metropolis 
this celebrated lady has achieved a wonderful 
success, She lives in the largest house at Em- 
peror’s Gate, South Kensington, and the inte- 
rior of her home "conveys at a glance the im- 
pression of wealth,.intellect, and common 
sense.” "Graceful, elegant, and striking; full 
of self-possession and of bright ideas,” “ami- 
able, cultivated,and with great natural ability.’ 
it is no Wonder to the British journalist that 
she has "made her way rapidly in society, an 
important seetion of which she may be said to 
hav at once taken by storm." Victorious Vie- 
toria! Alas! that having now " passed beyond 
the wear and tear of business and political 
strife,” she is about to “unite her happiness 
with that of an Englishman for whom the 
world has naught but praise," With this per 
ishe; every fond hope that the Woodhull would 
enter into the Presidential fleld this year and 
add piquancy to what promises to be a very 
lively cunvas. Y»t we hav the consolation of 
knowing that London isto hav in her “a queen 
of the drawing-room,” and that she is to be 
‘surrounded with all that is brightest in the 
life of Great Britain,” If she will only rid us 
at the same time of the race of young American 
snobs who admire nothing that is not English 
w- shall be. happy all around.—Sunday Mer- 
cury. : 


Miss ManBIAN Evans. better known as 
"' George Eilot," has been led to the altar by an 
unknown and perhaps fortunate gentleman of 
the unromantie name of Cross. Tie author of 
“Adam Bede," **Middlemarch,” "Daniel De- 


publi-hed, we understand, in THE TRUTH BERE- | ronda,” and other well-known novels. is about 
ER, We regret that we were unable to attend sixty years of age, having been born in 1820. 


the Gonveniion, but the Liberals of this city 
were wellrep: esented by Dr. R C, Fiower, who, 
we are informed, did not forgst to pay his 
respects to Anthony Comstock in his peculiar 
and sarcastic manner. The meeting was a 
great victory for D. M. Bennett, but a greater 
-victory for the Liberal cause.—Mind and Matter. 


Miss Norwoop.a lady in the American mis- 
sion at Swatow, has given some interesting 
particulars as to feet distortion in China. This 
abominable barbarism is de'ermined by local- 
ity rather than by the rauk and wealth of those 


who prae'ice it, It is vehem-ntly opposed by | 


the ''Hakkas," and where people of this prov- 


Ínce—who, : appily for Chinese women, seem | 


to hay nomadic habits—s¢ttle it begins to dis- 
appear. Of the women &'tending the mission- 
ary school in Bwatcw about sixty per cent hav 
their eet bound. T e binding does not take 
place.until afier a ch ld has learned to wa k. 
Tne pain ic in'ense when the process js por- 
formed Ín the case of an adult, and a source of 
dreadful discomfort in any case, yet the desire 


Her relations with Mr. Lewes were similar to 
those of the Oountess Guicciola with Lord 
Byron, ra‘her free and easy for staid old Eog- 
giand. Mr. Lewes could not marry hor on 
account of a little legal barrier which kad i's 
o:gin in the gentleman’s marriage with 
another lady, ano which eculd not be weli 
overcome, Mr. Lewes has been dead about one 
year and “George Eliot" has found eonsola- 
tion in another mate. The marriage of Mrs. 
Norton, one of tbe celebrated Sheridan sisters 

with Sir Willlam Maxwell, surprised the Eng- 
lish world. The poetess was older than “George 
Eliot” by ten years, There is nothing to won- 
der at in the love and marriage of people of 
genius who hav reached the fifties and even the 
sixties. The souls of such people never grow 
old and never los9 their sez imental'y, Phera 
is about their heazte à halo-of youth which de 

five the sweep of time, Before any one emiles 
at the supposed weakness of “ Q»crge E iot," 
it i8 best to remember that women of genius 
are not to be measured by the ordinary human. 
standard, 


New York, Saturday, May 15, 1880. 


By 7.80 o'elock Ohickering Hall was packed to 
the very doors. Standing room was at a pre- 
mium and numbers of persons were Sitting on 
the steps outside in the hope that sometning 
might turn up whereby they could gain an en- 
trance. By 8 o’clock it was utterly impossible 
to wedge one's way through the solid phalanx 
of people about the doors, and hundreds were 
compelled to go away. The attraction of thia 
vast multi'ude was the reception of D. M. Ben- 
nett, the Freethinker, who has just been re~ 
leased from state prison. The Hon. Elizur 
Wright presided at th» meeting, and stated that 


SCIENCE HALL, 141 8th St., 
NEAR BROADWAY. 


] $3 per Year. 


the Week. 


Events of 


FIFTEEN hundred capmakers of this olty are 
on strike. 


Tar heat has been intense during the past 
| few days in this city. 


Two thousand brickmakers are on strike in 
Haverstraw, New Jersey. 


Rerorts from Iveland state that the famin 


they had met last night in the name of common | 18 increasing in intensity. 


sense and common humanity—that they were 
friends of the law of free thought and speech. 
“What is law," he said, “without liberty? 
What is enforced morality worth?” He de- 
nounced the system of government advocated 
by the Comstock party. He then introduced 
Mr. Thaddeus B. Wakeman, who spoke at con- 
siderable length upon the connection of church 
and state, and the evils that would naturally re. 
sult from Comstock legislation. which he char- 
acterized as a direct infringment upon the 
laws and Constitution of the the United States 
He characterized such legislation as anti-Re- 
publican, un-Democratic and fundamentally 
wrong. Hs expressed the greatest humiliation 
that Dr, Crosby should hav publicly advocated 
lying and falsehood asthe basisof public mo- 
rality. The speaker asserted that there was no 
way of getiing to heaven until the people know 
howto stop lying. He had hoped to presen: 
Mr. Bennett in his prizon clothing, but suits of 
that character were so much in demand that it 
was impossible to get one. He would therefore 
hav to introtuce Mr. Bennett in plain clothing. 
He then took this celebrated person by the 
han’, and leadiag him forward introduced 
him. -Tao applause, which had hitherto been 
most uproarious and frequent, now burst forth 
into a perfect storm. The audience appear«d 
to be composed of the most respectable people 
but they allowed their enthusiusm to master 
them, and men and women alike arose in their 
seats, waved their hats and handkerchiefs 
and shouted until they were hoarse. This 
continued for fully ten minutes, and then 
a man &rosein th» gallery and proposed three 
cheers for Bennett, which were g'ven with such 
vehemence as to almost unroof the bullding. A 
large bouquet of roses wa; presented to the lib. 
erated Freethinker, and finally, when the audi- 
ence had somewhat quiet d down, he advanced 
to the front, and, with tears in his eyes and a 
trembling voice, thanked the audience for the 
reception. He said that it was the proudest mo- 
ment of his lif. * I don’t want to do anythin 
wrong, but I will go into a prison cell again be- 
fore I will be a coward and refuse to act against 
my best belief and knowledge of right.” He 
continued to speak of the persecutions he had 
end .red and of his prison life, which latter was 
very rough. H» denounced Dr, Orosby in very 
severe terms, aud the audience applauded to 
the echo. His concluding sentence war,’ I am 
resolved to be a good citizen; I will speak the 
truth and I will print it? A number of speak- 
ers followed, who were very severe upon Dr. 
Crosby and Anthony Comstock. Whenever the 
name of the latter waa m/ntioned it was met 
wi'h the strongest hisses. Telcgrams were read 
from all over the United States and from Oan- 
ada, Congratulating Bennett and stating that 
mass mee'ings were being heid in honor of the 
event. Among other resolutions the following 
were adopted: Resolved, That we deliberately 
denounce the Comstock legistation, as to its 
hidden and real animus, which is the suppres- 
sion of Freethought and the freedom of the 
press; and the rulings of Judge Benedict in the 
ense of Bennett; and the refusal of Pr rident 
Bayes to interfere, as a legislative, a judicial, 
and administrative outrage ; and that we 
pledge ourselves to continue to do, whatsoever 
true men and true women may rightly do to re: 
vereethis wholecurrent of procedure, Resolved, 
That if it were not too melancholy and danger- 
ous, it would be comically ludierons to behold 
the gigan'i* machinery of the United States 
governinent invoked to punish by ten years’ 
imprisonm nf, an ve thousacd dollars fine 
some thoughtless or angry boy or man who had 
Sent » nuughty word on paper through the 
a ^et-office to Some one who, to protect himself. 
bas only to decline to read what is seut him, or 
throw it in o the waste hasket; and that This 
g:eat country is vow ifflieted and disgraced, 
through the activity ot a few over zalous 
bigots, hy a new edition of Qopnec icut Blue 
laws so riiculous that the pe ple alm ^et refuse 
as yet to believe in their existence.—’ 


ALLEGHENY CITY, Pa., had a $180,000 fire on th 
8th. Oas child was burnt to dean. 


A NEGRESS has just died at Laurel, Delaware; 
aged one hundred and fifteen years. 


Mayon KAnLoQu is to be impeached by the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors. 


Twenty mules were burnt ina coal company’s 
stable at Wanamie, Pa., & few days ago. 


PosTMAsTER JAMzES, of this city, is nroposed 
as Key’s successor 88 Pos master-General. 


Two men were killed and several injured by 
a wreoxed train at Bismarck, Mo., on the sth. 


Tux expelled French Jesuits who took refuge 
in Belgium are to be driven from that country. 


JupGE DAINGERFIELD, of San Franeisco, fell 
dead on the bench while trylug a case, on the 
5.h, 


A COLORED bootblack recently walked from 
Philadelphia to this city in twenty-fourson & 
wager. 


A Curcago stevedore named Tobin, murdered 
his seventeen-year-old daughter on the 8th. 
Whiskey. 


Gerona Error, the Eoglish novelist, widow of 
the tate Honry Lewes, has rceently married a 
Mr. Oross. 


A DAUGHTER of Gen. Sherman was recently 
married to Lieutenant Thackara, of the United 
States navy. 


A BILL is to be introduced into the English 
Parli» ment to enable Mr, Bradiaugh to dispense 
with the usual oath. 


THE Nicaraguan government has granted a 
liberal concession to Americans for an in.er- 
nationalship canal company. 


Tats city sent two or three hundred thou- 
sand dollars to the starving Irish, yet a woman 
died of starvation here a few days ago. 


A FBESH revolution has broken out in Cuba 
The Captain General has been given discre- 
tonar» powers by the Spanish government. 


An American engineer was recent'y shot by 
the Obilians for refusing to reveal where he had 
concealed some machinery belonging to the 
government. 


Rew Ot1x. Pa., was entirely destroyed by fire 
onthe6 h. Ic is estimated th«t three hundred 
oil derricks were burnt and $300,000 worth of 
oil destroyed by the flames. 


GEgonaE Rzown, editor of the Toronto Globe, 
and one of ths leading Canadian statesmen, 
died on th» 9tb. His death was the result of a 
pistol wound received & year ago. 


ANOTHER large forest fire is sweeping through 
the woods near Waretown, N. J. Five yachts, 
lyiag in Oyster Bay. near the burning trees, 
were destroyed by the flames on the 6.h instant, 


A HAIL8TOBM has deva:tated the greatest part 
of western Hungary. Almost all the roofs of 
the hdses in the towns and vill ‘ges were de- 
stroyed. and vines and fruit trees crushed to 
the earth. 


AN extensive fire broke out on the 9'h in Rix- 
ford, near Bradíord, Pa. Four 25 000-barrel otl- 
tanks were burnt, and a ror ion of the town 
was destroyed. The woods for two miles on 
either side of the Erie Railroad, near Carroll- 
ton, are in fimes. 


WrintrAM Bucsorz,of Bridgeport. Connecti. 
eut, afier three trials, has been foun guilty of 
murder in the second degree. Thejiry, onthe 
first trial, found him guilty of murder in the 
first degree. Oa a new trial, the jury failed to 

* agree after being out seventy-nine hours, 
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Communications. 


“Does Death End All ?’—Part Second. 


BY E. A. CHAPMAN. 


In a recent issue of Tue TRUTH SEEKER I tried. 
to show from a scientific standpoint that “man is a 
spirit,” and that “the spirit of man is immortal.” 
No matter how well I may hav succeeded, like every 
effort of the kind that has ever been made, or ever 
will be, from the same standpoint, to a certain extent 
it was a failure. I did not giv absolute proof. 
There is one and only one way to prove absolutely 
a future existence. We must bridge the river of 
death. We must cross it ourselves, or talk with 
those who hav recrossed it from the other sphere. 
Columbus could prove scientifically that a new world 
existed across the waters, but he proved it abso- 
lutely when he crossed the ocean and saw that world 
with his own eyes. His countrymen knew when he 
returned that he told the truth. That other world 
then became a demonstrated fact. The world has 
always been satisfied with reasoning from cause to 
effect or from effect to cause on every other ques- 
tion but the duality and immortality of man. It is 
extremely difficult to prove that from matter is 
evolved a force that is positive to matter, that com- 
mands while matter obeys. It is still more difficult 
to prove that this something, this invisible positive 
power and principle, becomes individualized into an 
immortal spirit, a being that is to liv and progress 
forever in a future world. 

There has always been an intuitive principle in 
man, independent of reason, that has told him he 
was an immortal being. But all this is not satisfac- 
tory. To-day the world outside of the Christian 
church demands facts that may be accepted as abso- 
lute proof of immortality. Again is verified that 
infinite love of nature for her children, A reason- 
able demand she always satisfies. No more auspi- 
cious time could possibly hav been selected for the 
advent of modern Spiritualism than the middle of 
the nineteenth century, and in this land of Paine, 
Franklin, Washington, and Lincoln. The great dis- 
ciples of Materialistic science who declare that 
* Death ends all? must be checkmated, for when 
the greatest minds on earth become involved in 
error their power for evil is incalculable. At no 
time in the past has it been possible for the spirit 
world to furnish proofs of a future existence without 
endangering the lives of the medium until this free 
government was instituted, where *no law could 
ever be enacted for he establishment of religion," 
or to prevent “the free exercise thereof.” 

Spiritualism is an acknowledged fact throughout 
the world. Starting in the bosom of this free gov- 
ernment, it quickly spread throughout the whole 
earth, and to-day Spiritualism givs to us the only 
absolute proofs the race can ever know of a life 
beyond the grave. Our friends, “the loved of 
other days,” hav “bridged the river of death,” and 
solved. forever the great problem of immortality. 
Because they liv we shall liv also. All over this 
earth, in millions of homes, the loved of other days 
are giving the most convincing proofs of their pres- 
ence and identity. Modern Spiritualism, with its 
mighty influx of spirit power, wisdom, and love, is 
rapidly dispersing the -black clouds of superstition 
and freeing the people from the worst slavery this 
world has ever known. Already it has won its way 
into every royal palace in Europe. The most learned 
and scientific of the age hav examined the phenom- 
ena of Spiritualism and declare it to be just what it 
purports to be,a power and intelligence from the 
spirit world. They declare they hav conversed with 
friends of other days, the so-called dead, now in 
spirit life. Millions of the best men and women 
living, whose word would be unquestioned on all 
other subjects, say positively they not only believe 
but know they hav received living messages and 
proofs of identity from the “ so-called dead.” Col- 
lect all the evidence of the truth of modern Spirit- 
ualism into one book, and giv it to the world as a 
Bible revelation, and in eighteen hundred years 
skeptics would be as scattering as angels’ visits to 
Christians. Those who are striving to resist and 
destroy Spiritualism are fighting the mightiest power 
and the most irresistible movement this world has 
ever known. The mighty hosts of the ages gone 
before hav marshaled their forces, and despite the 
feeble ery of the infants to-day, are lifting the peo- 
ple up out of the ruts and the slime and mire of 
superstition and placing them upon the glorious hill- 
tops of free thought and mental liberty. As well 
attempt to turn back the mighty Niagara or still the 
increasing swells of the great deep as to resist the 
power in and from the other world that is to-day 
sweeping over this earth. 

Priestly bigots denounce and ridicule it because 
it sweeps away the whole church fabric of hypoc- 
risy and superstition. Scientific bigots ignore and 
denounce it because Christians and all the little 
bigots applaud, and because the phenomena of Spir- 
itualism cannot be weighed in their Materialistic 
scales, nor ciphered out by the rules of sensation. 


The spirit world would hav furmehed these proofs 


long ago could it hav been done without compro- 
mising the lives and liberties of the mediums, the 
instruments through whom these. manifestations 
must come. As it is, even in this day of so-called 
enlightenment, mediums are reviled and persecuted 
as ignorantly as was Jesus Christ eighteen hundred 
years ago. Lies and ridicule are the weapons used 
to crush truth to-day instead of the stake, the rack, 
the thumbscrew, and the slimy dungeon. 
Absolute monarchies, despotisms, and holy inqui- 
sitions are things of the past. The world evidently 
is progressing. The dark night of superstition is 
passing away. The glorious.sun of reason and truth 
is rapidly illuminating the entire earth, A few 
years hence and. people will cease to ridicule the 
truth, for when might no longer is the slanderer of 
right, and the church has gone the way of all error, 
then it will be unpopular to do so. Those who hav 
dared to be unpopular hav been the pioneers of 


[truth in all ages. 


When our loved ones leave us it is needlessly 
eruel and unjust to keep us in suspense as to their 
whereabouts and condition until we too go to the 
unknown shore. - If they liv and still possess all the 
attributes of the soul, they love us still, and must 
be anxious concerning the welfare. of those left 
behind. This earth is the natural dwelling place of 
the race, and here not only spirits in the body, but 
Spirits out of the body dwell; and could our spir- 
itual vision be opened now, as it will be when we 
pass to spirit life, we should realize there is but a 
thin veil between the two worlds, between us and 
our spirit friends. If they love us still it is right 
for them to manifest their presence and love when- 
ever they can find the means to do so. If we are to 
liv hereafter, it is right for us to know it, and if 
our friends desire to communicate with us, it is right 
for them to do so, and it is our duty to aid them all 
we can. If it were not for priestly cowardice, the 
very suspicion that a way had been opened whereby 
news could be received from friends in spirit life 
would be received with universal and unbounded 
satisfaction. 

Unfortunately spirits tell us that the Bible is a 
man-made book ; that Jehovah, the devil, the Chris- 
tian heaven and hell, are myths. They hav exploded 
those precious doctrines, *the fall of man," ** total 
depravity,” ‘everlasting punishment," and the 
* atonement.?. They hav shown that the priests are 
the worst villains and hypocrites that ever walked 
this earth, and consequently all their concentrated 


venom is poured, not only weekly, but daily and|P 


hourly into the too willing ears of their victims. 
Our spirit friends tell us it 1s our duty to reason and 
think for ouselves, and not substitute faith or hire 
others to do it for us ; therefore Spiritualism owes 
to the cupidity, hypocrisy, and revengeful malice of 
the priest all the opposition it meets with to-day 
at the hands of the people. 

Liberals should carefully consider this, matter. 
Perhaps their minds are influenced to a large extent 
by this wave of unpopularity, first set in motion by 
these wicked, lazy, lying, worthless representatives 
of the great Jehovah. Christian priests hav been 
guilty in every age of all phases of hypocrisy and 
meanness. Millions of times they hav perpetrated 
every known species of cruelty and crime, hav kept 
the world in turmoil, tears, and bloodshed ; but in 
this nineteenth century all their wickedness is boiled 


down into venomous lies concerning the most glo- 


rious gift the world has ever received. Let them 
lie and scandalize. It is their death struggle. The 
world is beginning to realize that these priests, from 
purely selfish motives, hav cursed the. world and 
blocked the wheels of progress for eighteen hundred 
years with their accursed Bible and false notions of 
future existence. The world, realizing the mighty 
wrongs it has received at their hands, is crying, 
“Put them out! put them out?" They already 
read the handwriting on the wall, * Ye are weighed 
and found wanting." 

It isa matter of regret that men who detest the 
whole church business hav been and are swayed by 
these priestly lies without analyzing or tracing them 
to the sourcefrom whence they emanate. . The masses 
are utterly ignorant of what Spiritualism is, except 
what has been told them by those who are more 
ignorant than they, the faithful priests, the divinely 
inspired of God. ; 

As for myself, I would not exchange the glorious 
light of Spiritualism, the consolation, comfort, 
knowledge, and growth it has brought to me, for all 
the gold in the universe. Spiritualists no longer 
dread death. They know that it is only a door 
through which they will pass to a higher and better 
life. It leaves that door wide open, through which 
we can behold our friends living in a world as nat- 
ural as this, and through which they can return and 
giv to us their messages of wisdom and love. Spir- 
itualism destroys the orthodox heaven and hell, and 
substitutes for them what satisfies reason. Every 
wrong must be righted, and every good deed receive 
its appropriate reward. "Whatever we love or hate 
at death this will we continue to love and hate till 
we hav learned the better way. The thread of life 
is taken up in the spirit world just where it is 


broken here. 'Those who are filthy are filthy still. 
The pure are pure still. Spiritual vision enables 
them to behold people.just as they are, in all their 
filth or purity. Every evil deed and impure thought 
may be read in an open book ; likewise every good 
deed and noble purpose, Aside from the memory 
of alife misspent, ought not such a hell to satisfy 
the morbid cravings for eternal damnation? In my 
judgment, by the time that some of the “ whited 
sepulehres? that now walk this earth hav become 
purified and fit to"look upon in spirit life, they will 
be glad that the hell of Spiritualism does not last 
through all eternity. Spiritualism teaches that every 
wrong deed or thought is followed by a correspond- 
ing hell, and every good deed or thought by a cor- 
responding heaven, and that is all the heaven or hell 
there is here or hereafter. It teaches us that we 
know nothing whatever of infinity, that beyond the 
liné which bounds the finite all is and ever will be 
speculation. In my judgment. infinity is a myth. 
Matter, with its properties and possibilities, is all I 
can find in the universe. But I never put down 
stakes. All I can say is, I don’t know. As far as I 
can learn there never has been the first item of proof 
given to man that there is anything but-what can be 
comprehended under the head of finite except the 
abstract principles of law. . The abstract is nothing, 
and can produce nothing. Spiritualism. as I see it 
recognizes nothing outside of matter unless it be 
abstract law ; therefore, if Materialists would prop- 
erly investigate Spiritualism, they would fing there 
is really no bone of contention between us unless it 
be future existence, and that does not, need not, 
contlict with their ideas of matter. There is, how- 
ever, an inner principle in man which at present de- 
fies analysis, therefore it is not wise for either class 
to claim to know more than we do. However, 
whatever it is, it is something, and whether that 
something is matter or something else is a problem 
that never yet has been solved. 

. But the cry is, “One world at atime.” “If we 
know we are to liv beyond the grave that is enough.” 
* Let us eat, drink, and be merry.” Stop one mo- 
ment. This life is preliminary or preparatory to 
the next. All our thoughts and deeds will be car- 
ried with us to the next life and there exposed to 


the gaze of those who will look. We shall be known , 
Every human being will be 


for just what we are. 
compelled on entering spirit life to unmask, and, if 
we hav been selfish, miserly, and uncharitable, if 
we hav done no good, if the world is no better for 
our having lived in it, we: shall be worse thau 
aupers. We shall be full of rottenness and cannot 
conceal it. If our lives here are properly spent, of 
course the reverse will be true. t do not seriously 
object, however, to the saying, “ One world at a 
time.” For those who do not hoard up riches that 
others ought to enjoy, who improve every oppor- 
tunity to crush.error and do good, it is well enough 
to say, “One world at a time." If we know how 
to liv so as to accomplish the greatest possible good 
to ourselves and others, then, Spiritualism, so far as 
teaching us how to liv, is not a necessity. To them 
even, with all their perfect lives, spirit communion 
with the lovéd of other days, and a knowledge of 
another life, would be an added blessing. It would 
be exceedingly unwise to start on a journey to a 
distant country without due preparation ; and yet, 
people who claim to be the wisest, who would giv 
the most careful attention to all the details of a 
journey here, propose to enter upon another plane 
of existence without a moment’s forethought or 
preparation. How often do we hear people say, 
whose lives are a continued agony of regret, “It 
might hav been. If I had only known, how differ- 
ently would I hav lived.” In spirit life, we are told 
that the first work to be done is to right all wrongs, 
undo all errors and false theories, correct every 
evil propensity and habit, substitute charity and 
love for selfishness and hatred, get into harmony with 
truth and the spirit, of progression, and then we 
shall be ready: to take the first step forward and 
upward. 

All men, of whatsoever name or denomination, 
who have made stumbling-blocks of themselves, 
who hav been prejudiced against and fought 
the truth, will then appreciate that sad refrain: 


“ For of all sad words of tongue or pen, 
The saddest are these: It might hav been.” 


On their entrance into spirit life those who hav 
hoarded only riches here, who hav been deceitful, 
selfish, and sordid ; who hav been unjust and un- 
charitable; who hav been trying to serve both God 
and the devil; who try to save their own souls at 
the expense of their neighbors, and who falsely 
claim to be Liberàls, hut are wolves in sheep's cloth- 
ing, will wish when it is too late that they had lis- 
tened to the words of wisdom, warning, and love 
their friends would so gladly. hav given from the 
other shore. , , 

People treat Spiritualism as the church treated 
Galileo and Servetus. They will not investigate, 
but insist on the right to sneer and ridicule, to talk 
and pass judgment on what they confess they know 
nothing of. Their wisdom and justice is like that 
of the man who would stand with his back to a 
railroad train that is passing and swear he does not 
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see it; that they are humbugs, and those who do see 
jt are cheats and fools. People- very seldom 
learn until they are willing to be taught. We for- 
get that we are creatures, to a very great extent, of 
education and circumstance. If we had been born 
in Turkey or Hindostan our knowledge and belief 
would hav been far different. We are too easily 
satisfied with the knowledge we hav. We, in our 
conceit, either imagine our knowledge to be fully 
demonstrated, or else we respect too highly the 
` sources and teachers from and through which our 
knowledge came. We should analyze rigidly every 
item of our education and know positively that we 
are not fostering a viper of evil. Every false thing, 
every unreasonable hypothesis, all errors, are stum- 
bling-blocks in the way of development and growth, 
and the quicker our minds are purged of all errors 
the better it will be for us. 

People. often ask, * Why do not spirits come to 
me, and why do not I see them and receive these 
proofs?” Spirits are still human beings and do not 
care to go where they are not wanted or well-used. 
When people are truthful, honest, and sincere in 
their desires and efforts to commune with their 
spirit friends, and to investigate Spiritualism, spir- 
its will meet and aid them, and not till then. Those 
who receive false communications are, as a rule, not 
honest themselves, and the spirits know it. They 
do not investigate fairly, They hav resolved be- 
forehand to crucify the truth, therefore receive a 
lie just as they ought. Again, all are not medium- 
istic. Mediumship, or susceptibility to control by 
spirits, is a law of mesmerism that as yet has never 
been satisfactorily explained. Again, those who 
are mediumistic must first hav it developed and 
strengthened by a continued application of spirit 
power, therefore those who ask the above questions 
simply betray their ignorance. : 

* Like attracts like,” is a law that explains much 
of Spiritualism. It tells us how it may be a bless- 
ing or a curse. In this world people enjoy most 
the companionships of those who are most like 
themselves. The bad do not associate with the 
good, nor the good with the bad. The inevitable 
law of attraction brings those from spirit life about 
us who are on the same plane with ourselves. If we 
are good and true, then good spirits will bless and 
aid us. If not then the contrary will be true. We 
should carefully watch and analyze our impressions, 
and always resist if they urge to that which will 
tend to corrupt and degrade our manhood. A little 
experience of mine will. serve to illustrate. Two 
years ago, while at work, I was suddenly seized 
with a strong desire for a glass of beer. I had vis- 
ited a saloon a short time before. For the first 
time in my life I thought a glass of beer would 
“taste good.” I at once procured a glass and drank 
it. The next day at about the same time I ex- 
perienced the same intense thirst, and for several 
successive days. Finally, this intense thirst or 
intense desire for drink occurred several times a 
day, which I invariably gratified, until, becoming 
alarmed, I began to analyze the matter, and to search 
for the cause. Suddenly the idea occurred to me 
that some drunken spirit, or one who had not yet 
outgrown his appetite for strong drink, was making 
of me his instrument for gratifying his thirst. I 
asked my guides if this was true. They replied, 

es; that so long as I yielded, that spirit’s thirst 
brene in part my own, and they were powerless to 
interfere. I immediately replied, “ Tell that spirit 
he can never again use my organism for the gratifi- 
cation of his depraved appetite, and never again to 
seek my presence until he has learned or desires the 
better way." “To the pure all things are pure,” is 
true only in the light of this infallible law of attrac- 
tion. l i 

Spiritualism is dangerous to those who are not 
inflexibly resolved to do right under all circum- 
stances and at all times. Good people, especially 
those who understand this law, are rarely troubled 
by evil or low spirits. Men in this life like Wash- 
ington, Lincoln, Humboldt, and Paine would hardly 
.afford congenial companionship to such horrid mon- 
strosities a8 Nero, Anthony Comstock, Judas, or any 
other wicked, ignorant spirit. They, as spirits, 
would be compelled to seek their level among the 
filthiest and most brutal of the land, unless they 
sought the better way. Comstock would doubtless 
be attracted to and find congenial companionship in 
the lowest dens and brothels of New York, where 
his polluted spirit could revel and feast upon the 
nastiness he so craves and loves in this life. His 
love for obscenity and perjury is most inordinate, 
and doubtless, when his spirit was not among the 
nude denizens of houses of prostitution, he would be 
with such judges and men as Benedict, Colgate, and 
Joe Cook, whose atmospheres are rendered so 
black and foul with perjury, dishonesty, and lies 
that it would be habitable for and congenial to such 
perjured filthy villains as Anthony Comstock. Yes, 
even in Spiritualism there is a place for sueh men as 
he, but even he may learn to prefer light to dark- 
ness, and when he does a helping hand will invaria- 
bly be outstretched to aid and guide him. There 
never was an honest prayer made for light and 
growth, for a purer, better, nobler manhood, but 


that the bright spirits from the wisdom-spheres 
strove to their utmost to answer it. In spirit fife 
there are two grand occupations—first, acquiring 


j knowledge ; second, dispensing charity, helping 


their neighbors, binding up their wounds, leading 
the fallen, depraved, and ignorant up out of dark- 
ness into light. In one respect the next world will 
be gloriously unlike this. The prayers of the suffer- 
ing and needy are always heard and answered. 
There we shall learn the lesson, if we do not here, 
that “it is more blessed to giv than to receive.” 

If this is true, that the evil are attracted to the 
evil, and the good to the pure, how important that 
Spiritualism be thoroughly understood. In my 
judgment every man, woman, and child in the land 
should throw open their spiritual doors to the spirit 
world, and by pure lives invite the companionship 
and communion of wise and good spirits, that they 
may be taught the laws and philosophy of a pro- 
gressive and harmonious life. 

There is not a house in all the land but the wise 
and good in spirit life would be glad to enter with 
their proofs of immortality and lessons of wisdom, 
if only the bars of ignorance and bigotry could be 
removed. 

[CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT.] - 


Age of Chrishna and Buddha.—Coneluded. 


A learned Brahman remarked to Seeley that “it 
was impossible for man to do these works.” Lieut.- 
Col. Fitzclarence, in his public dispatches, remarked 
of these temples: * My eyes and mind are abso- 
lutely satiated with these wonders; wearied by ob- 
jects so gigantic and extraordinary ; crowded and 
overwhelmed with ideas so overpowering and vari- 
ous that I despair of ever forming a calm judgment. 
The gross superstition, the cause of their formation, 
becomes venerable and respectable. Everything 
around me spoke of other times and nations and 
arts long since passed away. I look in vain for any 
class of men great, or, I may say, omuipotent enough 
to venture on such prodigious undertakings. I hav 
sought in vain for any incident in the lapse of time 
to giv an equal conception of man's power over 
matter.” 

Says Seeley again : ** One's mind is so bewildered 
at beholding these stupendous and immortal works. 
. . . Ido not think there are five square inches 
of the walls left undecorated as minutely as it is 
perfectly done. . . It really seems impossible 
that man could hav done such work out of such 
hard and stubborn material, and finished tastefully 
or delicately or massively as the taste or fancy of the 
artists dictated.” 

Here I must cease to quote. The honest, but— 
through his Christian prejudice—silly writer con- 
cludes in one place that these temples were excavated 
less than a thousand years ago, yet finished his 
account by admitting they “ were made by a people 
of whom we hav even no tradition.” No tradition a 
thousand years ago! And he virtually admits the 
correctness of an architect’s calculations as to a like 
temple, one at Salsette, that it would require forty 
thousand men for forty years to finish it. Seeing 
that but one or two workmen could be employed in 
the start, and that only as the excavations grew 
could more be employed, these doubtless were some 
ages in completing. 

One fact has never been commented on so far as 
I hav observed. At the temple called Doomar 
Linga, as at most of the others, is a reservoir hol- 
lowed out of the rock. This reservoir is at the 
south entrance and reached by thirty steps origin- 
ally, and supplied by water falling about one hun- 
dred feet during the rainy sason. ‘These steps do 
not reach one-third of the way because the water- 
fall has washed the rock over sixty steps deeper." 
Query, How long would it take this water, falling 
about one hundred feet to wear the hard grznite of 
the reservoir there sixty feet deeper? This told, we 
may hav some idea as to when this temple was com- 
pleted. I consider this a most important fact. 

This water falls only during the rainy season. If 
we allow bnt seven inches for each step here are 
four hundred and twenty inches washed away, or 
thirty-five feet. At the other temples the reser- 
voirs are supplied in various ways, the steps, where 
necessary leading to the verge of the reservoirs. 
In some cases cisterns are hollowed out on the floors 
of the areas or temples. Here it is plain, beyond 
doubt, that once the last step touched the rim of the 
reservoir. But the water falling originally very 
nearly one hundred feet on this solid granite, de- 
scribed as so hard that no instrument known during 
the last century could cut it, has actually worn it 
down over sixty steps. Why do we hear so little 
about this place to-day ? and why was so much dis- 
closed eighty years ago? Simply because the evi- 
dences against the truth of the Bible story hav 
become so strong during the past year that a full 


description of Ellora would strike with positive con- 
Then their pious souls 
innocently disclosed the facts. How politic is priest- 
Silence is now their mightiest weapon, else 
how they would charge it upon Ingersoll that he got 


viction all ordinary readers. 
craft. 


all his mistakes of Moses from the good Bishop 


Providence. 


Colenso of the church of England. But, good 
heavens! what a boomerang would that be. For- 
ever be that name, Colenso, suppressed! What 
would all the good little Sunday-school children 
think if told that the awful, horrid Bob Ingersoll is 
merely using the arguments of one who is yet a ven- 
erable bishop of the most orthodox of. churches ? 

In conclusion, let me add that the orthodox 
Spine who lectured so ably during the latter part 
of last century upon the “ Hieroglyphics of Egypt,” 
showed beyond the shadow of a doubt that as far 
back as the date assigned in our Bible chronology 
as of Adam's creation, Egypt must hav been densely 
peopled by a race as highly civilized as any that has 
ever existed. He, good man, begged and plead 
with the churchmen to adopt his views, assuring 
them that the time must come when even the school 
children will laugh at them. Alas! He was more 
of a scientist than theologian—versed better in 
hieroglyphics than scriptures. Why did they not 
adopt his chronology? Simply because the flood 
was anew creation. No matter when “ God, hav- 
ing used up all the nothing there was, had to make 
Eve out of a rib,” there was the deluge, its exact 
date fixed, and all the remains and ruins in the 
world can’t go back of that. The flood, a new crea- 
tion, with tae Noah family as the progenitors of 
the human race—no going back of that. So that 
whatever pretended to be older than that—older 
than about forty-four hundred years—was out of 
the question; a direct flying in the very face of 
Even rainbows must lower their 
arches. 

If our friends will turn to Huc’s “Chinese Em- 
pire,” Volume II, they will find the good Jesuit 


priest, whose work is the fairest, most interesting one 
ever published on China, givs an account of the birth 


and ministry of Buddha. He says he was born over 
nine hundred years befpre Christ, of the virgin 
Maia, who had been espoused to a chief of the 
house of Chakia, but the marriage was not con- 
summated, for she became with child by the spirit 
of Brahma. This had been predicted ages before. 
The womb of the virgin became clear as crystal, so 
that the holy child could be seen prior to its birth, 
and was seen by many, who testified to the fact. 

Now here we hav something, This is no mere 
old man’s dream, you see. Here is just what has 
ever been lacking in Matthew & Co.’s account to 
convince us. Granted the miraculous conception 
and birth, all the rest follows. But the premise 
must be clear—clear as crystal, as in this case. 
How can we, who trust not our own dreams, trust 
in the venerable Joseph’s ? CLARE Irvine. 

Oregon, Mo., April, 1880. 
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Liberal League Notes. 


ErMINA SLENKER writes from Snowville, Va.: ‘I think 
in a few months we shall be able to get up a Liberal League 
here if the people keep On reading and investigating as they 
are now doing. I presume thee will be at the Bennett Re- 
ception. I can only go in thought, but my heart will be 
with you rejoicing in the freedom of our brave champion.” 


Mr. Jonn Bassett BERL, of Kingston, Ont., Can., one 
of the truest Liberals in America, writes under date of, 
April 28th: “Iam thinking of moving with my family to 
some of the states as soon a8 1 can get settled up with the 
insurance company for the loss I sustained on my buildings 
just burned. I will hav a few hundred dollars in cash. 
What do you think of Texas as a state in which to settle ? 
I hav some notion of going there. As a brother Liberal I 
ask your advice.” I hope our Liberal friends in various 
parts of the country will correspond with Bro. Beel and giv 
him the information he desires. 


Bro. WiLLis McDANNALD, of Walla Walla, Or., writer: 
‘I gend this day to Prof. Rawson an order for a charter for 
an Auxiliary Liberal League signed by eleven good and 
wortby citizens. By the time the charter arrives we will 
hav at least twenty, perhaps more. If we could only secure 
a good speaker and Organize we could soon hav our state 
well represented in the League movement. I shall continue 
to labor for the cause to the best of my ability. LIreside in 
Oregon, near the state line between our state and Wasbing 
ton territory. ‘The territory of Washington has a good 
Constitution taxing church property and ministers. I wish 
to make ‘a move in the same direction by the time our Leg- 
islature meets. The Liberals of this country must be united 
and fight to the death.” 


Bro. M. Raman, of New York city, in a private letter in 
which he sends me a liberal remittance, writes: ‘‘ Our coun- 
try needs thousands of Liberal Leagues in order to save it 
from bigotry, corruption, persecution, destruction, and 
priestcraft, and replace the country as it was left to us by 
Washington, Jefferson, and Paine. Until Liberals form a 
political party they will in vain look for equality, jus'ice, 
respect, or protection. When Liberalism gains political 
power everywhere the gallows will be abolished, the prison 
and the church will be converted into asylums and halls of 
learning. Poverty, crime, superstition, saints, angels, and 
gods will fly out through the church windows never to 
return again. Mankind will then free themselves from 
those lazy, corrupt, deceitful, ambitious drones ia the hire 
of humanity, known as-priests and crowned heads, and jus- 
tice, brotherhood, liberty, education, and prosperity will be 
the result. Such noble results are well worth working 
for.” H. L. GREEN. 
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NEW. YORK, SATURDAY, MAY 15, 1880. 


Welcome and Installation. 


FURTHER HONORS TO THE EDITOR OF ' THE TRUTH 
" : SEEKER.” 

"Though one of the grandest and most enthusiastic recep- 
tions ever bestowed upon mortal man was given to D. M, 
Bennett upon his emerging from prison—on which occasion 
Chickering Hall could not contain more than half the 
people who turned out to do him honor—it has been sup- 
plemented by another which, if lees magniflcent in point of 
numbers, was certainly ss enjoyable to a'l who attended 
it. The Fourth Néw York Liberal League decided, some 
four wecka ago, to giv a private reception to the returned 
convict, whom, during his imprisonment, they had elected 
as their President, and to duly install him in the office. At 
8 meeting of the League held April 18:h it was voted to giv 
this private reception to Mr. Bennett on the evening of Sat- 
urday, May 8:h, and Mr. Henry J. Thomas, Dr. Charles L. 
Andrews, and George E. Macdonald were appointed a 
committee tu perfect the arrafigements for the meetiag. On 
the evening of the 8:h it came «ff at the capacious and mag- 
nificent parlors of Mrs. E. L. Fernandez, No. 201 Second 
avenue. The greater part of the members of the Fourth 
New York League were present, with many invited guests. 
About seventy-five persons were present, and by common 
consent they passed one of the most pleasant evenings of 
their lives. 

At or before eight o'clock the friends began to gather in, 
and the greetings were cordial and hearty. Cheerful con- 
versation was held by the numerous little groups throughout 
the rooms. At nine o'clock Vice-President Henry A. Stone 
called the meeting to order, and read the followivg letter 
from E B. Foote, Br., M.D., who found himself unable to 
be present on this occasion : 

190 LEXINGTON AVE., NEW Yonx, May 8, 1880. 

Henzy A Stones, Esq, My Dear Sir: I regret that a 
prior engagement prevenis me from accepting your kind 
invitation to be present at the private reception your League 
proposes to giv to your hb^nored President, D. M. Bennett, 
at the residence of Mrs. Fernandez, this evening. You are 
indeed favored above all others of the auxiliary Leagues in 
having for a presiding ı fiicer one who has been baptized in 
persecution and imprisonment for having bravely defended 
the cause of. free thought, free speech, free press, and free 
mails. I trust you will find the hand of your worthy Presi- 
dent warm with the repeated shakings it has received from 
his enthusiastic supporters since the Grand R=ception at 
Chickering Hall It was my great pleasure to be one of a 
Bub-comm:ttee, appointed by the Reception Committee, to 
visit the Albany Penitentiary on the memorable morning of 
April 29.h, and to grasp the honest hand of the veteran 
editor as he emerged trom the grim door of the prison. Giv 
it an extra shake for me on this auspicious occasion, wren 
he is to resume his long-vacant chair as the presiding cfficer 
of your League, and at the same time pay my warm regards 
to your hospitable hostess, Mrs. F-rnand:z, 

Yours truly, E. B. Foors, Sr., M.D. 


Mr. Stone then read the following brief address : 

"LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, FRIENDS oF TRUTH, Lrs- 
ERTY, AND JUBTICE : It is with great pleasure that I meet 
you here and speak of the objects which hav drawn us to- 
gether. It is to giv utterance and manifestation, in some 
degree, to those irrepressible and sublime feelings and in- 
spirations that hav been awakened within us and perfected 
to fruition by viewing and feeling the nobie manhood, the 
unfaltering integrity, the grand, glorious, and. unswerving 
patriotism, which hav characteriz:d and illumined, yes, 
crowned with neverlading laurels, our gallant and triumphant 


standard-bearer, Mr, D. M. Bennett; to extend to him a. 


hearty welcome and friendly greeting in whose friendship 
we glory, whose ardor and independence we honor and ad- 
mire, s0m3 outward token, though feeble it may be, of that 
deep, strong, and burning enthusiaem which permeates and 
thrills our noblest manhood. Asan exponent of truth, lib- 
erty, and right, he returns to us, a living martyr in the 
grandest of all causes, that of downtrodden humanity, 

“ Through personal malice, sectarian intolerance and 
bigotry, superstition’s blind and damning perfidy, has he 


` ‘been made a victim to one of the most malicious, black- 


hearted, and diabolica] human fiends that ever disgraced 
humanity’s record. i 

* Had such a monstrosity existed, and even been toler- 
ated, centuiies back, in the semi-barbarous conditions of 
society, it would hav been somewhat excusable ; but in the 
ninth decade of the nineteenth century, in our boasted land 
of American freedom, that such a loathsome and conterapt- 
ible abortion of the genus homo should hav his liberiy and 
remain unpunished 18 much more complimentary to his 
shrewdness than to our patriotism or manhood ; and how 
little there is of the blood of our grand old Revolutionary 
sires now flowing in the veins of the average American ! 


* Through the long weary months of our friend's incar- 


ceration I need not remind you of the sympathy and condo- 
lence that gushed forth spontaneously from the grand ard 
noble hearts of our intelligent, liberty-loving, humanity- 
serving people throughout the length and breadth of this 


| great land. Gro:ser injustice could bardly be ioflicted than 


that our honored friend has suffered. Bat, my friends, 
there are two sides atleast to every problem. As much as 
we hav reason to deplore this great injustice, it nevertheless 
Shall stand forth in ages to come ss the milestone which 
shall point to the changing of the tide, the restoration of 
those dearest and most Bacred rights, human liberty and 
justice. ` ; 

‘As much aa we hav reason to loathe and despise An- 
thony Comstock, yet the fact is too palpable to require 
demonstration that he of all other men has done far. the 
most to strengthen the Liberal cause and awaken the people 
from that state of lethargy into which we huv fallen to an 
appreciation of our rights and the grandeur of the possibil- 
ities even now awaiting our grasp. While we hav no 
thanks to render nor honor to accord to him for this unin- 
tentional service he has rendered us asa people, yet most 
sincerely do we congratulate our friend Mr. Bennett that he 
has survived the ordeal and become thereby the unrivaled 
champion of our cause, of the people's cause, of humanity’s 
Cause. 

t Perhaps it were better not to alluáe to the assaults, the 
dying screeches, of those carrion birds who hav thereby 
ended their own ignoble lives. Bs that as it may, we will 
hav the compassion to believe that their folly is at ributable 
to the diseased and chaotic condition of their inferior 
brains; that they really fancied they had fouud the trail or 
caught the 8cent of some fetid morsel with which to gorge 
their morbid and depraved appetites. Like the venomous 
reptile that bites the hand that givs it ford, they hav sought 
to murder their truest, best friends, hav sunk themselves ia 
infamy, with none to chant their final requiem. Our 
worthy friend Mr. Benuett has no reason to fear their slan- 
derous assault. Iiis human to err; and if he has shown 
himself to be human by erring in some trivial and minor 
particulars, let us all remember that beautiful Jeston—none 
the worse for being sifted from among the cheff of those 
so Called inspired writings—of the woman taken in adultery. 
As that wild, brutish rabble clamored for her life, as they 
claimed, for the vindication of the law, the humane man 
knelt and wrote in the sand, ‘ Let him that is without sin 
among you Cast the first stone.’ Let us heed and apply the 
moral. 

“Our duty is plain and undisguised; whenever and wher- 
ever the sneaking and treacherous assassin or the defiant 
and heartless tyrant dares trespass upon«our rights or the 
rights of any cit zən, however humble, then should we rise 
in the dignity of our manhood, the justice of our claims, 
and the righteousness of our cause—rise en masse, stay the 
hand of the oppressor, and rescue the oppressed : 

** *'he night is fast waning, 
The morn begins to dawn ; 
The light of truth ’s proclaiming: 
The mijesty of man. 


Throw out your starry banners | 
Peel forth the glad refrain, 
Humanity's triumphant, 
And Reason now shall reign.’ 

“Lot us fearlessly pursue our onward march, battling 
for the right, ‘ with charity for all and malice toward none.’ 
Let us adopt once for ali this grand and noble motto, 
worthy to be emblezoned in letters of gold on heaven's 
high firmament, ‘The world is my country ; to do good, 
my religion.’ Then in the fulaess of time shall truth, 
right, and humanity triumph; then shall ali the peoples 
in all the earth be glad ; then shnll we in truth realiz: 
the consummation of that good time predicted by the 
prophet, ‘when nation shall cease to war against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more; when the sword 
shall be beaten into plowshares, and the spear into pruning. 
hooks. Then may every man sit under his own vine and 
fig-tree, and ‘none shall molest him nor make him afraid.’ 

“ My friends, let us now for a short time imagine that we 


hav attained this millennium. Let us for the time being. 


diepel the burdens aud perplexities of life, and revel in 
those social and ennobling pleasures which shall mark this 
as an oasis in life's journey. And now, my friends, I hav 
the pleasure of introducing to you, and congratulating in 
behalf of the League, him whom we hav elected to grace our 
League as its honored and worthy President. My last and 
greatest pleasure of the evening is in now congratulating 
our President and asking him to assume the chair and pre- 
Side over this meeting." x 

The sddress was indorsed and the welcome seconded by 
a hearty clapping of hands and other demonstrations of joy 
and good feeling. 

In response Mr. Bennett spoke substantially as follows : 

MEMBERS OF THE F'oURTE NEW YORK LIBERAL LEAGUE, 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : In the sincerity of my heart I 
thank you for the kind and enthusiastic welcome you hav 
given me. I thank you for the sympathy and friendship 
you hav extended to me. I prize your esteem, your appre- 
ciation, and your love. I could not ask for more agree- 
able companions in the struggle we are making in the cause 
oftruth. Icould not ask for more kind and appreciative 
friends. I assure you the change is great through which I 
have passed within the last ten days. Ten days ago I was 
behind the bars of a cheerless, gloomy prison, and locks 
&nd bolts restrained we from the enjoyment of the liberty 
dear to every human being, and surrounded by felons of all 
grades, while to-night I fiod myself here in this splendid 
mansion with the kindest friends around me a man ever 
had. I thank you with the truest and most.fervent senti- 
ments of my heart. : 

I deem it a great honor to be elected to the position of 


President of an auxiliary League, but among the nearly two 
hundred Leagues now scattered over this broad land, were 
I proffered a choice as to which I should preside over, I 
would giv the Fourth Liberal League of New York city the 
preference before all others. I am acquainted with all its 
members, and know them to be fast and true friends. I 
hav been familiar with the League ‘from its incipi- 
ency. I am well acquainted with the circumstances under 
which it came into existence, and am well apprised of the 
efforts it has made in the path of progress. I hav enjoyed 
many pleasant meetings with you, and hope to enjoy many 
more. This. League may with propriety be called Tax: 
TRUTH SEEKER LEAGUE It was organized in THE TRUTH 
SEEKER office, and the attachés of THE TRUTH SREKER 
first enrolled themselves as members of it, to which 
enthusiastic body other kind and earnest friends j ined. I 
feel proud to be your presiding officer. I feel proud of the 
honor you conferred upon me by electing me your Presi- 
dent while still immured within the walls of a prison. This 
is probably the only League is the country which has a re- 
turned convict for a presiding officer, who was elected while 
numbered among thieves, burglars, forgers, counterfeiters, 


-robbers, and murderers. 


I anticipate many pleasant meetings with you in the 
future. I highly approve of these social gatherings which 
bring us together, which help us to become better ac- 
quainted with each otber, which increase and ripen our 
friendship, and cheer us on in the journey of life. It is 
our privilege and right to obtain from existence all the 
happiness aud pleasure possible. Tae more good deeds we 
perform towards each Other, the more kind words we 
speak to each other, the more we increase our own happi- 
ness. It is not within our power to do aught to assist or 
injure deity, if there is one, but it is quite within our ability 
to aid or injure each other. Let us resolve, then, to help 
each other all we can—to do all we can to make life 
pleasant to each other. Let us meet often together as 
we meet to-night, in a social and informal manner, and let 
us strengthen the ties which bind us together. The social 
phase of life is the one in which we find the most true 
enjoyment, and which contributes most to our happiness, 
and makes existence pleasant. Let us be more social. Let 
us gather often together, and in the free spirit of friendship 
and equality blend cheerfully and happily together. Let 
us do away with formal and staid ceremonies, and to the 
extent of our abilities teach our fellow-beings the means of 
obtaining happiness here and now. It is far b:tter to be 
cheerful and happy in our present existence than to pass 
our lives in long-faced gloom and sadness, with a view to 
increasing our happiness in a future state of existence. If 
we secure happiness now, we will be sure of it, and it will 
place us in a condition to be happy in coming time if a future 
state of existence is our good fortune. The old adage that 
“a bird in the hand is better than two in the bush,” is very 
applicable to the subject of happiness. To make sure of it 
now is far better than to defer it to some unknown time in 
an unknown world. 

I believe, as has been remarked by Bro. Stone, that the 
efforts of our enemies will contribute to our good, and to 
the advancement of our cause, Instead of being crushed 
and thrown backward by the persecutions of our foes 
we hay risen in power and hav advanced in the cause of 
truth and human progress. What was meant for our ill 
has resulted in our good, and so may it ever be. Let us be 
prepared to take advantage of the conditions of life that 
may be open before us, and make all our experiences con- 
tribute to our happiness and welfare. Let us enjoy life all 
we can, and help our fellows to do the same. My friends, 
I sincerely thank you. 


A motion was made, seconded, and passed that a business 
meeting of the League be held on the evening of the 16th, 
and that another social meeting of the nature of this be 
held subject tg the call of the President. The League then 
adjourned and resolved itself into a social meeting, in 
which all present were participants. 

Mrs. Rachel Andrews advanced towards Mr. Bennett, 
bearing a large and beautiful boquet of fragrant flowers, 
young buds, etc., and presented the same to him in the 
name of the young ladies of the 8. P. Andrews’ Alwato 
class, for which thanks were duly returned, 

The beautiful, original welcome song by Mrs. Jennie 
B. Brown and E. A. Booth, was then artistically sung by ` 
Mrs, Virginia Macdonald, Miss Ida Moore, Mr. Farrington, 
and Mr. Lockhart; Mr. E. A. Booth, musical director, 
accompanying the same on the piano. 

Dr. J. Archie Joseph next recited the humorous sketch 
entitled ‘‘ The Quack Doctor," which he said he listened to 
8 few days ago on Eighth avenue, as follows : 


) 


THE QUACK DCCTOR. 


Scene,—An itinerant peddler of medicine surrounded by 
a crowd—two little boys and one girl. 


Ladies and Gentlemen : I'm Doctor Von Bluterabourg, 
late from the Emporium of the Universe. I hav just 
arrived in this 'ere country and will sell my medicines and 
giv my advice gratis for the benefit of my fellow-sufferers, 
I am the seventh son of a seventh son, hav traveled from 
the sun’s oriental delineation to its occidental delineation, 
educated and brought up in seventeen universities in distant 
countries, and hav at lust been prevailed upon ‘by the in- 
habitants of this ’ere place to appear before you in the 
capacity of’a physician. f f 

Ladies and Gentlemen: I was the physician to the great 
and mighty “Kow Kaw,” the hemperor of all the “Chinas.” 
I was converted to Chrietianity during the embassy of the 
late Lord Elgin, and left that there country to come to this 
'ere, which may be considered the greatest t essing that has 
ever 'appened to mankind. I hav brought with me the 
following unparalleled, inestimab'e, aud  nmever.to-be- 
matched .medicines, the fust of which is cxlled ‘ Parry 
Ransicum Wham Sicome,” from the island of Waudy Wha 
Whang, one dropof which, poured over yer gums, should 


you "av "apnehed to lose your teeth, will cause a new set to 
bprout out like mushrooms from a ot bed.. If any lady "ere 
present suffers from tha: 'ere peculiar redundant exuberant 


Called beajd, it will, on three applications, reduce it better ; b 


then the great Melchie razor stroke itself, 

Ladies and Gen'lemen: I am also very good at the cure of 
the eyes, For example: The last hemperor of. Hokiticki 
was suffe ing from a cataract. I not only tery dekteiously 
took out 'is majesty’s virions, but, after anointing the sock- 
ets with a peou jar gintmoys application, I put in 'is majes- 
ty’s ’ead two hs taken from the 'ead of a living lion. I not 
only gave the hemperor back 'is light, for which 'e paid me 

heXiling me from ‘is hewpire, but made 'im hawful to 
ell is admirers and beholders. I beg leave to say I 'as by 
me different hi's from d fferent hanimals to &uit all your 
faces and professions. (Takes bottle iu hand.) Ladies and 

Gentlemen: This 'ere bottle which I’old in my 'and con- 

tains tbe grand Eliptical Asiatical Panticurical Nervous 

Cordial, warranted to completely cure and eradicate all 

diseases incidental to humanity. But I don’t like to speak of 

myself. The man who speaks of 'imself his a hagotist; but 
this I will venture to say, not ónly am I the greatest has- 
tronomer, philosopher, and physician of the age, but I am 
the greatest genius that hever hilluminated mankind; and 
if you could only read of the wonderful cures «ff cted by 
the grand Éliptical Asiatical Panticurical -Ncrvous Cordial, 
warranted to eompletely cure—eradicate all diseases inci- 
dental to humanity, I am sure none of you would be ao fool- 
ieh as to get sick. With your permission I'll read one or 
wo. : : 
* Bra: I was cut in halves in a.saw-pit. Cured in a quar- 
ter of a bottle. J. A. j.” 
** BROOKLYN, April 80, 1876. 

. “Bır: I was, for seventy-one years and two days, a mar- 
tyr to most acute cholera, Hearing of your infallible rem- 
edy, I was induced to ask my druggist if he kept the 
‘panacea.’ On being replied in the affirmative, and having 
& bottle placed in my hands, I felt an immediate shock go 
into my system and the cholera go out. Havn’t suffered 
since. Make any use of this testimonial you please, and 
send me a five-cent bottie of the medicine, as it is handy to 
hav by one. ANDREW E, MEYERS.” 


Now comes the best of all. 


: . " BSrAPLETON, S, I., August 33, 1878. 

“ Brr: Venturing too near a powder magazine at Staten 
Island, I was, by & sudden explosion, blown into a thousand. 
atoms; and, sir, by this unpleasant accident, I was rendered 
unfit for my business (a banker's clerk); but hearing tell of 
your ' Grand Hiiptical Asiatica] Panticurical Nervous Cor: 
dial,’ I made essay thereof. The first bottle united my 
strayed particles, the second animated my sbattered nerves, 
the third recruited my health, and the fourth sent me back 
to Broad street to count my. dollars, make out bills 
of acceptance and accouut—the most wonderful cure 
effected by the ‘Grand Hiiptiesl Asiatical Panticurical 
Nervous Cordial,’ that cures all diseases incidental to 

. humanity. Yours to command, ROGER BELIGMAN." 


Before I go I would state if any one ’ere suffers from a 


cough, a cold, tightness in the chest, inflammation in the | 


lungs, consumption, rheumatics, gout, pains across the 

. back or in the 'ead, fever, sore throat, hasthma, toothache, 

catarrh, lumbago, or diarrkoes, try my remedy. Five cents 

a bottle, six buvtles for a quarter or the case permanently 

undertaken fora dollar. —— | 
Look out, here comes Tony! 


Applause and laughter followed. 


Mrs. Virginia Macdonaid then gave a beautiful solo, Mr. 

. Booth accompanying her with piano music, Upon encor- 

ing her, she rendered most beautifully, ‘‘Swanee River," 

the company joining in the chorus. She is a most excellent 
singer. l 

A portion of the company, to the extent of three or four 
sets, joined in the dance, Mr, Booth furnishing the music 
on the piano, followed by waltzing by several couples. 

After this ice-cream and cake were served, accompanied 
by a fine article of light mountain wine of California. 
Conversations, cheerful chatting, anecdote-telling, etc.,. 
etc., made the time pass pleasantly away. 

The popular humorist, W, 8. Andrews, then gave asa 
recitation ‘‘ The Funeral of Buck. Fanshaw in the Mining 
Regions" It was received with applause and manifesta- 
tions of pleasure. l 


. Miss Belle Bennett sang a beautiful solo, playing also on E 


the piano. . 

More dancing was indulged in—the lanciers, waltzing, 
etc, Everybody waa happy. 

Dr. J. Archie Joseph gave us a recitation, " Betsey and I 
are Out.” It was well rendered. 


Mr. Gorsuch recited a somewhat serious poem. 


Mrs. Gorsuch followed with ‘‘ The Pride of Battery B." 
W. 8. Andrews then gave in inimitable style ‘‘ Leadville 
Piety,” as foliows : 


I was standing in front of the hotel when my attention 
was attracted by a dilapidated, antiquated-looking specimen 
of a saloon bummer, who was passing along the street ring- 
iug a bell, At intervals he would cease ringing and shout : 

“Religious racket right away at the big tent! Roll up. 
tumble up, or slide up on yer y-ear, for we'll hav a bang-up 
dish o' gospel talk from Faro Bill, and d-0-0-0-n't you for- 
get it” . 

TOME to a dapper little gambler who stood near, I 
asked, Š 

** Who is this Faro Bill ?” ^ 

* Who ishe? Well, now, if that ain't the boss play for 
high. You kin break me right here if I thought there was 
a bloke in the mines that didn’t know Bill. He used to be 
one o’ the boys, but got capped into a religious game by a 
slick-tongued gospel sharp about two months ago. He's 
chopped on all his old rackets, and don’t stand in with 
nothin’ that don’t show up 4 Bible or a prayer book in the 
lay-out. Billy used to be the boss gambler of the camp, 
and warn’t afared to sit in a game with the flyeat sport that 
ever slung a Card; but he's clean gone on the pious lay 
now, and seems to hav lost al the good there was in him. 
The boss mouth-piece of the heaverdy mill has gone down 
fo Denver, an’ Bill is a goin’ to stand in an’ sling gospel to 
the boys as well as he can.” 

This explan.tion, given in the most earnest tone, started 
me instanser for the big tent. It was used at night for a 
variety theater, where * artists" oi questionable character 
performed acts of still more questionable decency, and was 
rented for: religious services every Sunday morning. 1 


The Truth Seeker, May 15, 1880. 
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found 
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himsel 


the tent filled to its utmost capacity. Many had, no 
come through curiosity to see how Bill would deport 
fin this, his initial sermon. Upon the stage s:ta 

urly, red-faced man, with arms folded in a careless man- 
ner, who looked over the large audience with an air of the 


of the occasion, When he arose he glanced around the 
iat for a moinenít, evidently collecting his thoughts, and 
egan : : 

** Feller citizens: The preacher bein’ absent, it fails on me 
to take his hand and piay it fur all is worth. You all 
know that I'm just learnin’ the game, an’ of course I may 
be expected to make wild breaks, but I don’t believe there’s 
& rooster in the camp mean euough to take advantage o! my 
ignorance an' cold deck me right on the first deal. I'm sin- 
cere in this new departure, an’ I believe I've struck a game 
that I can play ciear through without copperin’ a bet, fur 
when a man tackles a lay-out like this he plays every card 
to win, an' if he goes through the deal as he orter do, when 


he lays down to die; and the last card is ready to slide from 
the box, he can call the turn every time. 

“Iwas readin’ in the Bible to-day that yarn about the 
prodigal son. an’ I want to tell yer the story. The book 
don’t giv no dates, but it happened long, long ago. This 
prodiga? son had an old man that put up the coin every time 
the kid struck him for a steke, an’ never kicked at the s'ze 
of the pile cither. I reckon the old man was purty well 
fixed, an' when he died he intended to giv all his wealth to 
this kid an’ his brothers, Prod givs the old man a little 
game o’ talk one day, an’ induced him to whack in advance 
o’ the death racket, He no sooner got his divvy in bis fit 
than he shook the old man an' struck out to take in some o' 
the other camps. He had a waj-up time for a while an’ 
slung his cash to the. front like he owned the best payin’ 
lead on airth; but hard luck hit him a lick at last an’ left ; 
him flat, The book don't state what he went broke on, but 
lrecken he got steered up agin some brace game. But, 
anyhow, he got left without a chip or a four-bit piece to go 
an’ ante on. An old granger then tuk him home an’ set him 
to herdin’ hegs, an’ here he got so hard up an’ hungry that 
he piped off the swine while they were feedin’, an’ he stood in 
with ’em on a husk lunch, He soon weakened on such plain 
provender an’ says to himself, says he: ‘Even the old man’s 
hired hands are livin’ on square grub while I’m worryin’ 
along here on corn husks siraight, Iil jist take a grand 
tumble to myself an’ chop on this racket at once. I'll skip 
back to the governor an’ try to fix things up, an’ call for a 
new deal,’ so off he started. ` 

“The old man seed the kid a comin'an' what do ye reckon | 
he done? Did he pull his gun an’ lay for him, intendin’ , 
to wipe him as soon «4s he got into range? Did he cali the 
dogs to chase him off the ranche? Did he rustle around 
for a club an’ giv him a stand off at the front gate? Eh? 
Not to any alarming extent he didn’t. No, sir. The scrip: | 
ture book says he wal zed out to mect him, an’ froze to him | 
on the spot, an’ kissed him, an’ marched him off to a cloth- 
ing store an’ fitted him out in the nobbiest rig to be had for; 
Coin. Then the old gent invited all the neighbors an’! 
killed a fat calf, an' giv the biggest blow-out the camp had 
ever geen,” 

At the conclusion of the narrative the speaker paused, 
evidently framing in his mind a proper application of the 
story. Before he could resume, a tall, blear-eyed gambler, 
with a fierce mustache, arose and said: 

‘Taint me ss would try ter break up a meetin, or do 
anythin’ disreligious, No, sir. I'm not that sort of a citizen. 
But in all public hoc.doos it is a parliamentary rule fur 
enybody as wants to ax questions to rise up and fire them 
off. I don't want ter fool away time a questionin’ the 
workin's of religion; oh, no, Aslong as it is kept in 
proper bounds, an’ does not interfere with the boys ia their 
games, I don't see asit can do harm. I just want ter ax 
the honorable +peaker if he has not giv himself dead away ? 
Does it stand to reason that & bloke would feed upon corn 
an' husks, when there was hash factories in the camp ? 
Would enebody hev refused him tye price of a square meal 
if he had struck them fur it? Would eny of the dealers 
who beat him out of his coin see him starve? As I 
remarked afore, I don't want ter make eny disrespectable 
breaks, but I must say that I hav got it put up that the 
speaker has been a tryin’ ter feed us on cuesed thin taffy, 
an’ no one but a silly would take it in.” 

Bill glared upon the speaker and fairly hissed : 

“ Do you mean to say that I ama liar?” 

*' Wal, you can take it justas you choose. 
would swallow itin that shape.” 

Bul pulled his revolver, and in an instaut the bright bar- 
relis of numerous weapons flashed in the air as the friends 

f each party prepared tor active duty. The brevet 
preacher was the fir-t to fire, and the rash doubter of spir- 
ilual truth fell dead on the ground. Shot followed shot 
in quick successiun and when quiet was again restored a 
score or more of dead ani wounded were carried from 
the tent. Having secured attention, Bill said: 

* Further proceedings is adjourned for the day. You 
will receive the doxology.” 

'The audience arose. 

“May grace, mercy, and peace be with you, now snd 
forever, Amen; an’ I want it distinctly understood that f 
am going ter maintain a proper respect for the gospel if I 
hav ter croak every dirty son-of-a-gun in the mines. 
Meetin’ is out.” 


Bome folks 


Mr. Andrews was loudly applauded. 

A vite of thanks was heartily rendered to the hostess, 
Mrs. Fernand: z, wuo with such marked grace and dignity 
had dispensed the entertainments of the evening. Three 
cheers were also given her with a hearty good will. 

After many congratulations, hand -tshakings, etc., the 
company quietly wended their way homeward, wishing the 
return of many similar meetings. The ex convict, as he 
returned to his home, thought this far to be preferred to 
prison life. 

The arrangements made by the committee were perfect, 
and they acquitted themselves throughout in the most 
creditable manner. 

Among those present were Prof, A. L, Rawson, T. O. 
Leland, 8. P. Andrews, Dr. J. R. Buchanan, Dr. C. 8, 
Weeks, Mr. John Bentley and daughter, Mrs. Andrews, 
Mrs, Varni, Mrs. A, C. Macdonald, Mrs. E. H. Bennett and 
daughter, Mrs. C. A. N Smith, Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Bom- 
erby, Messrs. Williams and Dixon from Orange, N. J., W, 
P. Slensby, the Misses Briggs, Miss Lorenze, Dr. Charles 
L Andrews and wife, Fiora and Josie Tilton, and numer- 
ous others, old and young, presenting altogether an array 
of youth and beauty and culture and intellect such as is 
teldom seen. The hour of =: . 


` 


most decided independence. "This was Faro Bill, the apeaker 


had arrived when we! 


left for our homes, all feeling that we had passed a very en- 
joyable evening. 
—————* 9———— ——— 
Personal. 

I hoped when I left the prison at Albany that I would hav 
no occasion to further notice the most uakind attacks that 
were made upon me while an occupant of a lonely cell, but 
1 had no sooner emerged from the prison walls than the vilest 
and most cowardly course was again resorted to, to deeply 
injure me, not only with my dearest friends but with the 
public at large. On the evening of the 21 inst., at Chicker- 
ing Hall, when the ovation was being extended to me, of 
which any conquering hero returning from a victorious 
campaign, or any monarch beloved by his people, might 
well be proud, cowardly foes were secretly circulating anon- 
ymous scurrilous pamphlets, with a view to counteracting 
the efforts of friends and wounding me.most deeply. Thou- 
sands of those circulars were distributed at the entrance to | 
the Hall, and were thrown around most profusely. Had it 
been printed on the first page, '* This was gotien up by a cow- 
ardly, unprincipled villain, who had not the courage or man- 
liness to openly attack an enemy, and by one who resoris to the 
methods of a sneak and an assassin,” il could not hav spoken. 
the truth any more plainly than it did. It is a mode of war- 
fare that no geutleman, no man of honor, none but a dirty, 
unprincipled villain, would eng ige in. ^ 

The Hon. Elizur Wright in a letter to me respecting the 
contemptible affair Bays : 

: Boston, May 11, 1880. 

My Dear Mr. Bennett : I agree with you as to the un- 
speakable meanness of that anonymous pamphlet, and am 
rather consoled by coming to the conclusion that a blick- 
hearted theological enemy, and not an injudicious Infidel 
friend did it. Itis the natural fruit of the '* Society for the 
Suppression of Vice." By the wav, a society of that name 
was gotten up in the church of E ghad about the begin- 
ning of this century, and flurished parniciously till Bro, 
Sidvey Smith gave it its coup de grace inthe Edinburgh Review 
in 1809 You will find his essay upon it in his published 


works, and I think Tam TRoTR BEERER would do well to 
reprint it. Yours truly, Ernizug WRIGHT. 


Still, I would hav taken no notice of it had I not learned 
that the same scurrilous pamphlet had also been sent all 
over the country, to my best friends and patrons as well as 
to the press of the country, The vile scoundrel, or scoun- 
drels, who engaged in thia despicable business seem actuated 
by a motive to do me the greatest amount of injury possible; 
and yet they had not manliness enough to put their names 
to the vile thing issued. It would seem that more than one 
person was engeged in getting them up and circulating 
them. It is believed, by the type upon which they were 
printed, and the extracts made from various Chicago papers, 
writers for Bundy’s Journal, etc., that they were gotten up 
in the Religio Philosophical Journal i fice. The conductor of 
that slanderous sheet has shown himaclf capable of and par- 
tial to that kind of dirty, shameless, ignominious warfare, 
Some were mailed from that city, some were mailed from 
this city, and some from Boston. It is believed that Bandy, 
Comstock, Edis, and Abbot justly share in the ignominy 
and disgrace of printing and circulating the vile pamphlet. 
The language interspersed through it bespeaks the handi- 
work of Eilis. The names of friends and patrons of THE 
TRUTH S&EKER were doubtless obtained from that stolen 
list, which names were in possession of Abbot. Comstock 
is credited with hiring boys to circulate the vile trash at the 
great meeting at Chickering Hall on Sunday night. I can- 
not think that B. F. Uaderwood lent himself to so low and 
b.e a piece of villainy, but that be was one of the men who 
authorized the publication of my private letters last fall 
with the view of crushing me and destroying my influence 
is unfortunately most clearly proved ; and he is still writing 
to my best friends, approving of the course of Abbot and 
Bundy toward me, and bitterly condemning me. 

In the dirty little pamphlet alluded to are extracts from 
two of those unfortunate letters which my enemies are so 
fond of holding up to the public, and which seem to require 
a word of explanation. Let it be remembered, then, that 
the writing of those letters ran over a period of several 
months. At first I thought the person to whom they were 
written was a friend, and a respectable woman, but I ulti: 
mately learned my mistake. The two letters from which the 
extracts are given were written «fter the truth dawned upon 
me. The first extract contains improper words, but they 
were the language of the woman herself, and which, to 
meet a charge of ‘‘ vulgarity,” I repeated, and which, in- 
stead of charging upon her direct, I ironically took 
to myself and begged her pardon for using. It was she who 
had used the language, and I knew I would hav but to re- 
peat it in that way to bring it to her memory. That was the 
sole object of my writing thus. The second extract is from 
the last letter I wrote her, and after I had learned her dis- 
reputable character and the practice of promiscuity in 
which she had been indulging, and after she had reported 
all manner of falsehoods about me, I can only sy that if 
the language was Larsb, objectionable, and indecent, the 
circumstances Which called it out justified it, And if it 
was wrong to write it for the eyes of the one person inter- 
ested, it is certainly most culpable to spread it before the 
eyes of tens of thousands who hav not the slightest busi- 
ness with it. 

It ig an unpleasant subject to speak of, I hav deeply 
regretted writing those letters, and it would seem I had suf- 
ficiently acknowledged my thoughtless conduct, and that 
my friends had sufficiently overlooked the indiscretion, but 
there are some facts connected with the matter which 
should be better understood ; and if my readers will pardon 
thia allusion I will promise not to refer to the subject again 
unless I am forced to it. Let me, then, giv these facts in as 
brief language as possible : i : 

1, More than two years ago I wrote several letters to a 

, (Concluded on page 312.) 
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Convention of Michigan Spiritualists and. Lib- 
eralists at Battle Creek .—Concluded. 


Mr. Babcock generously added five dcliars to the fund 
raised the previous evening for the picture. Others con- 
tributed till the amount raised reached to fifty-four dollars. 
Mr. Beals sang a very beautiful song tuited to the occasion 
—“ l Liv for Those Who Love Me.” - 

The Mutual Benefit Association was next presented. G.. 
H. Geer spoke in behalf of the Association, stating 118 
objects and aims. terms of membership, etc, and was fol- 
lowed by J. H. Burnbam, who, in his usual earnest man- 
ner, made a strong appeal to the friends to come forward. 
Do not stand back and say, ‘I will wait and see if it is 
going to be a success,” but come forward and join now, 
pay in your money, and, by so doing, make it & Success, 
L. 8. Bürdick, A. Heyser, and M. J. Matthews, each made 
short speeches in behalf of the same, and considerable inter- 
est was aroused. The annual meeting of said Association, 
for the election of officers and other business, was appointed 
to be held at Stuart's Hail, at two o'clock, this Saturday 
afternoon, ; 

Convention adjourned to meet at two o'clock. 

Saturday afternoon session.—Convention called to order 
by L 8. Burdick. Song by Bishop Beals—*' The Beautiful 
Hills.” Dr. S. A. Thomas, of Sturgis, was the first speaker 


for the afternoon. He took for his subject, ** Freedom of : 


thought is the gem of liberty.” He spoke of Moses and 
Jesus, who, he claimed, were mediums. The apostles and 
prophets possessed the same mediumistic gifts. He spoke 
of the teachings of Jesus, and claimed him as the Splritual- 


ists’ own. Did not believe the Bible to be the inspired | 


word of God, but believed the men who wrote it were 
inspired by angels, and claimed the Bible as the Spiritual- 
‘ists’ foundation-stone. 

Marvin Babcock, of 8t. Johns, was the next speaker, and 
he requested the privilege of kindly criticisng the brother 
who had preceded him with so much vehemence. He 
thought his text a very good one, but thought he could giv 
him one still better—'* The right to think and express one’s 
thoughts is the gem of liberty." His style is his own. He 
has not as high a regard for the Bible as the speaker who 
preceded him. Does not worship the ‘‘ God of Moses.” 


Superstitious ideas were assailed without mercy. He could. 


hav no respect, to say nothing of love, for that God, said to 
be all-wise, merciful, loving, and just, who yet would, '*in 
his wrath,” destroy whole nations and slaughter innocent 
children. If he was that Grd with the power claimed for 
him he would hav things different. He would protect the 
weak, provide for the poor, close up all the rum shops, cure 
all habits of intemperance, make good health catching 
instead of disease, relieve all suffering, make everybody 
happy, do good to all humanity, and kill the devil and 
Anthony Comstock. He retired amid great applause. 

Mrs, Sarah Graver, Grand Rapids, followed Mr. Bab- 
cock. She took for her subject, ‘The School of Life." The 
angels are our teachers. They depend not upon the truth or 
honesty of a medium, but upon the organism, Where they 
find a proper organism, one they Can use, they will use it. 
Her remarks were brief, but well timed and interesting. 
After a song, Convention adjourned until seven o'ciock. 

The Michigan Mutual Benefit Association of Spiritualists 
and Liberalists convened at Stuart’s Hall, aj 2 P.M., on 
Saturday, for the annusl election of cffücers and the con- 
summation of other business of the Association, The offi- 
cers elected for the ensuing year were as follows: 

President, J. H. Burzham, Saginaw City; Vice-President, 
Mrs. R. Shepard, “Detroit; Secretary, Mrs. Ida A. McLin, 
Box B, Kslamazoo; Treasurer, Mrs. R. A. Sheffer, South 
Haven; Directors, A. B. Spinney. Detroit; L. S. Burdick, 
Kalamsz 0; Mrs. Lottie M. Warner, Paw Paw; Mrs. M. 
E. French, Greenville; Mra. Ida A, McLin, Kalamazoo. 

Saturday evening session.—Oalled to order by the Presi- 
dent. Song by Bishop A. Beals—'' The Promised Land 
To-morrow.” J. H. Palmer, Lapeer, gave the first address 
of the evening, His subject was, '' A Basis of Faith." He 
said God loves his pagan and Christian children alike. He 
did not believe in a God who condemns the largest number 
ofthe human family. The God of creeds is not the God of 
justice and love. The God of the world is not a God of 
terror. -The God of the world, who measures the atoms of 
the universe, measures every anxious mother’s Cares and 
love He could not accept salvation at the sacrifice of 
another’s life. Salvation would be worth nothing if loved 
ones were lost. He said he was not a Spiritualist or Liber- 
alist, but a Liberal Christian. 

After a song by Mr. and Mrs. Jordan, Mrs. E C. Wood- 
ruff, of South Haven, entertained the large audience for a 
time, taking for her subject, ‘‘What of the Morning?" 
Mrs. Woodruff is an old pioneer speaker of real merit. She 
is well posied in ancient and modern history. Her address 
‘was very instructive and well received. 

Recitation by Miss M. E. Turpin—‘ The Creed of the 
Bells," a few remarks on business by the President, a song, 
and the Convention adjourned until nine o’clock Sunday 
morning, 

Sunday morning, nine o’clock.—Convention called to 
Order by the President. Conference for one hour. W, M. 
Wooster, Decatur, spoke in the itterest of the camp ground. 
He is enthusiastio.and earnest, and bids fair to be an orna- 
ment to our ranks. 

Miss Nellie Buade followed, occupying ten minutes. 

Dr. E. W. Stivens, of Rock Prairie, Wisconsin, was the 
next to speak. His brief speech I would like to giv in full, 
but must be content with a short sketch. He said, Iam 
not of you, but with you. It had been the practice of the 
world for all time to believe heaven a place and how to 
reach it, hell a place and how to keep out of it, but in the 
advent of Spiritualism is the philosophy of heaven a condi- 
tion and how to attain it, hell the pit of ignorance from 
which all are growing. Thiee plans nav been put in oper- 
ation. First, that of «he children of Ham under Nimrod in 
the land of Shinar. These people took theit design from 
the idea that God dwelt abcve in the firmament, and under- 
took to build a tower of ‘ brick and slime” to get to heaven 
upon. And the Lord came down to see the city and the 
tower and decided they would succeed if he did not puta 
stop to it, so he ‘‘came down” like a hawk ona brood of 
chickens and scattered them upon the face of the whole 
earth by confounding their language, so they failed to get 
to heaven by &pecial arrangement. ,Since that confusion 
men hav been trying to reach heaven on a tower of creeds. 
Tbe square brick of formalism and the slimes of bigotry 
hav been brought from Sinai, Calvary, Rome, and Plymouth 
Rock. Synods, Y. M. C. A. revivals, and prayer circles 
hav all lent their efforts. Each would be a master builder 
and giv his name to the sacred edifice. Fire, water, prisons, 
dungeons, crosses, helis, and vindictive Gods hav all been 
used to force the work. Visions of upper seats, palms of 
victory, crowns of glory, mansions of gold, and unpunished 
gin hav all been used to lure the toiler on up the cathedral 


| occupied half an hour. Meeting called to order by B. F., 


aisles of this new Bahel, Now God having “come down” 
to see this tower, hath confounded their tongues by the 
' voice of bahes, entranced women, and the many manifesta- 
tions of Spiritualism. The thunders of truth shake their 
foundations as the pillar of spiritual fire passes by, and the 
bending heavens hang thick with omens. These Babels 
built by men must ever fall. . Now a tower is being built, 
the corner-stones of which are laid in nature. Truth and 
immortality glitter in their basements. Law and the order 
of evolution are bringing it up in a progressive column 
with the growth of the race. Its illuminated summit shall 
emit light to allthe ages. Here we trace the dark outlines 
' of the bleak hills of error, the fogs of Materialism disperse 
before the rising light of immortality, and heaven is the 
result of natural growth. The firmaments disappear; 
angels greet us. Lo, we are in heaven and heaven in us. 
Thus the great problem is being solved. c 
He was followed by F. J. Ingalsby, of Jackson, and C. 
H. Dunning, of Marcellus, Chairman of Executive Com- 
mittee of the National Liberal League for the state of Mich- 
igan. The fifteen minutes allotted him were well spent in 
the interests of the League. I would like to giv his address 
in full, but my report is growing lengthy, and I will refer 
you to No. 4 of the Rational Appeal ot April 10, which con- 
tains Mr. Dunning's speech in tull. 


Lake, which he hoped would be secured. After a song, 
L. 8. Burdick presiding, Prof. J. M. Allyn, of Battle Creek, 
was introduced and addressed the audience, His subject 
was exclusively reform for man in this life, He said until 
intemperance in every department of life was outgrown 
| freedom for man was impossible. The mission of the Spir- 
itual movement was to bring about a better condition of 
life through practical reform. He was pleased with the 
spirit of harmony. manifested between the two elements, 
Spiritualism and Liberalism, and closed with a poem. 

George H. Geer followed, subject, ‘‘Cause and Cure of 
Religion." He drew a vivid contrast between the Material. 
ist and religionist, showing clearly that the Materialist is 
the most intellectual by developing the sciences far ahead of 
the religionist. 

Sunday afternoon session.—Called to order by L. S. Bur- 
dick. Mre. Lavina Palmer, of Deerfield (trance speaker), 
gave a short address, and was followed by Marvin Babcock 
at the request of the audience. He said he was glad of the 
opportunity to correct a statement he made yesterday. That 
he had never befare thought that he would like to be God 
till yesterday. Then he did think he would, and he told 
some things he would do if he was God, and after fixing 
things all up right, and making everybody happy, he said 
that he would wipe out hel), kil the devil and Anthony 
Comstock. But come to think about it, he did not think he 
would kill the last named. He would try and make a de- 
cent man of bim. Fruitless as the task might seem, even 
with God's power, he believed he would try it. After a 
song, Mr. Burnham, one of the most able lecturers in the 
Spiritualist and Liberal ranks, was the next to address the 
audience. He came into our ranks about a year and a half 
ago, a Liberal but nota Spiritualist, since which time he 
has earnestly sought for the evidence that would convince 
him of the truth of the Spiritual philosophy, He has been 
doing a grand and noble work in the cause of reform, and 
all this time the spirit world has withheld that evidence 
which would make him a Spiritualist, and will do so until 
he has finished his work in the field in which he now labors 
go earnestly and successfully, aided by the inspiration 
drawn from the invisible forces that are ever near and 
around about him, and who will in their own good time 
giv him that knowledge which will satisfy a hungry, ach- 
ing, throbbing brain, and that which years of scientific 
investigation has failed to find. His subject, he said, was 
not original with himself. He had often heard it said with- 
in the last six months, ‘‘ Liberalism will absorb Spiritual- 
ism,” and he wondered if it was true. He thought not, He 
had made the acquaintance of hundreds of noble men and 
women who were Spiritualists, counted them among his 
best friends, and had hoped for evidence to come to hita 
that would satisfy his longing soul. His hopes were not 
satisfied of a life beyond, and had hoped that evidence 
would come to ‘him, bnt when he heard the evidence 
adduced on this rostrum yesterday, when Spiritualists claim 
the Bible and Jesus as their Own, and build their faith on 
that bo. k, they are no better than the Christian, and the 
Christian’s only hope of salvation isin that his book is a lie. 
Don’t try to build Spiritualism upon the same foundation 
with Christianity. Place it upon its own merits. If itis 
worth anything let it stand for what itis worth. With the 
acquaintance he had had with the noble hearts and earnest 
workers in the ranks of Spiritualism, those who had Had 
the evidence, he firmly believed, had something better than 
old Christianity, something that possessed sufficient merit 
to stand for itself ; and he felt no fears for Spiritualism. 
The appreciation of the audience was shown in the rapt 
attention given to the speaker. 

After a song, the Committee on Memoirs reported. Geo. 
H. Geer, chairman, made some very appropriate and feeling 
remarks, alluding to the death in the past year of Mrs. Sarah 
Stoughton, of Otisco, Chas. Bennett and Leonard Phillips, 
ot Miltord, De Ashael Beach, C. P, Baldwin, and wife, 
Mrs. A. D. Baldwin, all of Battle Creek, and M. C. Vander- 
cook, of Allegan. Inspirational singer and composer, Mrs. 
L E. Bail y gave an original memorial poem on the death 
of M. C. Vandercook, and Mrs. Jordan sang & memorial 
song. Charles A, Andrus was the next speaker for the 
afternoon. lt was growing late, and his remarks were brief, 
much to the regret of the friends. ; 

Bunday evening session —Coxvention called to order by 
L. 8. Burdick. Song by Mr. and Mrs. Jordan. An invo- 
cation by J. P. Whiting, followed by an inspirational poem 
by Mrs. C. Haddock, of Jackson, on ‘‘ Prophetic Light.” 
Mr, and Mrs. Jordan sang ** While the Days are Going By." 
Mrs. L. A. Pearsall was the first speaker tor the evening on 
the ''Thirty Second Anniversary of Spiritualism,” Mr. 
Beals sang ‘‘’Tis Sweet to Be Remembered.” After the 
song Mrs. Augusta Whiting Anthony was introduced, and 
said, as it was the Anniversary of Spiritualism, it was also 
the anniversary of the birth into new life of one of the noble 
workers in the Cause; and paid a feeling tribute to the 
memory of Hiram D. Robertson, of Albion, whose funeral 
was attended on Saturday, J. Madison Allyn officiating. 
After a song by C. H. Dunning, à short communication 
trom the President, Dr. Spinney, was read by Mrs, Spinney, 
excusing him from being present to deliver the closing ad- 
dress as expected; he, being weary and worn out, could not 
in justice to himself be with his friends this evening. Chas. 
Andrus gave the few closing remarks, and with a bene- 
diction from Mrs. Pearsall the Convention adjourned till 
9 o'clock Monday morning. 

Monday morning session. — Án informal conference 


Dr. Spinney made some remarks on mediumship, the 
work of the association, and the camp ground at Goguac 


Stamm, Detroit. Letters from absent friends were read by 
the a eretary, among them letters from Dr. T. H, S ewart, 
of Kendallville, Ind,; Elijah Woodworth, of Leslie ; Dr. 
Wm. Jordan, of Thoruton ; Barton Durfee, of Northville ; 
David J. Brown, of Nankin; W. R. Hill, of Detroit; E. A. 


others. . 
J. M. Potter, Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions, 
reported the following: ^ - f 


We. the Spiritualists and Liberalists of the stata of Michigan 
in convention assembled, do hereby adopt the following reso- 
lutions as an expression of our feelings on this occasion: 

Resolöed, That in the union of the various sentiments that 
pervade our society we hav adopted a method that enables us 
to put before our progressive people live thoughts that we 
might otherwise be deprived of. 

Resolved, That in the utterances from our pla'form we in- 
dorse and favor an honest expression of thought fro all bow- 
ever widely they may differ, because we believe that through 
those differences we are enabled to unveil the truth, 

Resolved, That we extend to the people of Battle Creek our 
sincere thanks for their kindness and hospitality upon this 
occasion, ; 

Resolved, That we feel it our duty to recommend a vote of 
thanks to ihe officers of this Association for their impartial and 
kind treatment at this annucl meeting. 

Resolwed, That in the future as in the past we should cordially 
co-operate with the officers in their efforts to establish the vital 
principles of our philosophy. 


for the courtesy extonded to us, especially to the Northwestern 
Grand Truck, which at its own exnenae advertised our meeting 
in the variovs newspapers the entire length of their line. 

Resolved, That we associate with ovr liberality that large 
charity that enables us to extend to all the right hand of fellow- 
ship, and that we cordially invite all phases of religious belief 
upon our platform, with the feeling that Truth will rise and 
Error must fall. ` 

After a spirited discussion of the last resolution all were 
adopted. 

Committee on Resolutions: J, M. Potter, Lansing; Chas. 
A. Andrus, Flushing; O. D. Chapman, Perrinsville ; Mrs. 
M. E. French, Greenville; Mrs, M. O Gale, Flint. 

After the report on resolutions the President gave a short 
address. He said: “At the beginning of the calling of this 
Convention we desired to fully test whether we as a State 
Association of Spiritualists and Liberalists were to liv or 
die; whether an organization of every shade of Spiritual 
and Liberal thought were a possibility or not. Many organ- 
izations hav said they had a free rostrum, yet only free as it 
served to build up their ism, sect, or party. When their 
peculiar views, hobbies, or interests were assailed, they 
found preaching was easier than: practice. At the outset 
we invited every Spiritual, Liberal, and Materialist speaker 
in the state, with every clergyman ever known to be in the 
least inclined to Liberalism or Spiritualism. Some fifty or 
sixty persons were thus invited. Of that number many are 
present; many others sent greetings and communications. 
Also every society known to be Liberal or Spiritual any- 
where in the state was invited and asked tosend from three 
to five delegates. Every society has sent its delegates, I be- 
lieve; and though we hav not officially and legally acted as 
a representative body, yet morally and in fact we hav thus 
acted. We also invited every medium or person supposed 
to be a medium to come, snd assured them that all would 
be done that was possible in the way of entertainment and 
notice of their gifts. We also invited every paper in the 
country known to be Spiritual or Liberal to appoint or send 
some suitable person to represent their paper or interests. 
We giv all Spiritual and Liberal papers a free rostrum and 
free distribution. : 

i. Every speaker, whether in the past friends or foes to 
the association, hav equally and impartially had their 
rights, spoken their views, and been respectfully treated by 
all responsible. e : 

2. Each medium, whether indorsed, praised, or con- 
demned, has had just and equal rights. . 

8. Each journal, paper, book, or pamphlet, or delegate 
or representative for the same, has had equal rights, 
privileges, and courtesies, and until delegates or representa- 
tives arrived the officers cared for their interests. 

4, Persons not known as speakers or mediums in or out 
of the state hav been invited to our rostrum, and in every 
particular enjoyed the same rights, freedom, and attention 
as though advertised. 

5. The Finance Committee hav, just as far as possible, 
or will, pay all parties, making no distinctions on account 
of past Conditions, affiliations, or relations to the society, 
and in every respect redeeming all pledges made by its 
officers. 

6. We hav thus met armies from the east, west, north, 
and south with interests which are and do extend ove, 
a nation, and into the blood, and sincere heart, and brain 
of ali our best interests of civilization, from basement 
to dome, from center to circumference. Each has un- 
sheathed his own blade, fought with his own weapon, 
camped in his own tent, and used his own line of warfare. 
Many wounds hav been made, many hearts hav ached, 
yet each has, we hope and feel, had justice done him 
or her. The result has been that true democracy has 
prevailed, and the majority hav concluded and perfected 
for the first time in Michigan a legally organized society of 
Spiritualists and Liberalists. We still further hope and 
expect to Carry out this spirit of progress by inviting 
friends, eympathizera, and enemies, if^we hav any, to forget 
their enmity, and we will, hand in hand, toil on together, 
not for self, but for humanity. 

Following the president’s address, J. H. Burnham spoke 
in the interest of the camp ground. He said when you talk 
about your camp ground don't talk about beautiful lots and 
beautiful hotels. Those we hav everywhere. Don’t put it on 
the ground of rest, don’t talk of a place to rest, but tell the 
people we are going there to do something. We are to-day 
marshaling our forces to fight for a bloodless victory. 
Tell the people that the *' Mecca" up there is to be a school. 
We are knocking at the door of the future. We mean to 
do something besides making this a place of rest. We 
propose to hav a school where we can educate our children 
as we wish to hav them educated. Don’t talk about a 
place of rest while we are faciog the enemy. Let us go to 
work and do something, and show the people that we mean 
business, that we are a power in the land, and people will 
respect us. We can command their respect. His short 
speech called out remarks from M. Babcock, B. F. Siamm, 
Mrs. Woodruff, Mrs. Gale, and others. 

Report of Finance Committee was read, accepted, and 
referred to the Auditing Committee. The meeting ad- 
journed until 2 o'clock P.M. 

Monday afternoon session.—Called to order by B. F, 
Stamm. Song by Mr. A. M. Jordan. C. 8. Rowley of 
Cassapolis read a very fine spiritual poem. Mra. A. s 
Rich, of Jackson, gave a very fine original poem, entitled, 
* Gold," which was listened to with interest, but was too 
lengthy to include in my report. The entire afternoon was 
devoted to the camp ground interest, and many good 
speeches were made. Among the leading ones were J. H. 


| White, of Port Huron, Chairman of Camp Ground Com- 


Chapman, of Lowell; Dr, Jewett, of Lyons, and many 


Resolved, That we extend our hearty thanks to the railroadwe. 


mittee, followed by J. W. Potter, A. B. Sayles, Alfred 
Keyser, Abner Hitchcock, Mrs. Woodruff, Mrs. Graves, 
and many others. Considerable interest was aroused. Mr. 
Jordan sang the song entitled, ‘‘Youare Going Right Along,” 
and the meeting adjourned until seven o'clock. 

Monday evening sesssion, —Called to order by L. S. Bur- 
dick. A song by Mr. and Mrs. Gordon. While waiting 
for the report of the Camp Ground Committee the time was 
occupied by J. H. Burnham, Dr. J. V. Spencer, J. M. 

. Potter, W. M. Wooster, Mrs. Gale, Mrs. Woodruff, L. 8. 
Burdick, C. 8. Rowley, and others. The Committee 
reported, a motion having been made to extend the time 

. Six months for the more thorough Canvassing of the coun- 
try, Arrangements hav been made with the owner of the 
ground to grant them six months more time and also 
to allow us to hold a camp-meeting on the ground 
during ghat time. They also reported nearly one thou- 
sand dollars additional subscriptions as the result of 
the afternoon labors of the Committee. The Committee 
expressed themselves satisfied that the necessary amount to 
pay for the ground could be raised :n the next six months. 
After a song by Mr. Gordon the Convention adjourned. 

At a meeting of the Executive Board held on ‘Tuesday 
morning the following arrangements and resolutions were 
made and &dopted: ; : 


1. Resolved, That a quarterly meeting be held at Charlotte 

some time during the first half of June. a 

2. Resolved, That the Oamp-Meeting and Semi-Annual be held 
together, at Battle Creek, on the proposed Camp-Ground, com- 
mencing August 18th and closing August 23rd. i * 

3. Resolved, That. Mr. A.A, Whitney act us Uhairman of the 
Conrmittee for perteeting arrangements for carrying out the 
purposes of the Oamp-Meeting. He.to select such Dersons to 
assist him as he thinks proper. subject to the approval of the 

* Executive Board, 

4. Resolved, That J, H. White make such arrangements with 
speakers from abroad for said meeting as he may think proper, 
subject to the approval of the Board. 

5. Resolved, That Mrs. M. E, French havcharge of the Lyceum 

inierest, subject to the approval of the Board. 

6. Resolved, That Augustus Day hav charge of the book inter- 
est, subject to the approval of the Board. 

1. Resolved, That all papers be represented by the owners or 
agents for the same among the people, but not from the ros- 

rum. : 

8, Resolved, That Mrs. R. A, Sheffer be elected Treasurer of 
this Association. 

9, Resolved, That the Finance Committee consist of three per- 
Bons, Ohairmap, Mrs, R, A. Sheffer, South Haven; Dr. J. V. 
Spencer, Bat'le Greek; Mrs. J. E. Corbett, Detroit. F 

10. Resolved, That anew form for missionary cards be execut- 
ed, and that the title of ''Rev." be affixed to all male and 
female &policents for said cards. 

11 Resolved, That J, H. White be authorized to correspond 
with the several railroads and secure, if possible, & pass for our 
UE over the several roads when on business for the 

saoclation. 

12. Resolved, That the President shall indorse all permits for 
half-fare rates. 

13. Resolved, That the details of reappointing committees, 
procuring ot speakers and mediums, and other detail of ar- 
rabgments for all meetings be referred to the President, Secre- 
tary. and B. F. Stamm, ali of Detroit, and that Frank J. Luick, 
of O.isco, be appointed Assistant: Secretary of this Association. 
And that this Committee hav power to appoint or revoke, and 
secure Such assistance as they may require, subject to the 
approval of the Board. ; 

14, Resolved, That the expenses of the officers of the Associa- 
tion when attending the meetings shall be paid out of the pro- 
ceeds of said meeting, a ME : 


The Convention was the largest attended and the most 
Successful of any ever held in the state. — Perfect harmony 
prevailed throughout the entire meeting. The two ele- 
-ments in Spiritualism seem to be more firmly united than 
ever before, The Association is now legally organized on 
a firm legal basis. Now let every Spiritualist, Liberalist, 
Materialist, Freethinker, and anti-orthodox come and join 
our Association and by so doing aid-in placing it upon a firm 
financial basis. You are all well aware that it has been 
attended with no little expense to do the work that has been 
done, and thus far a few noble, earnest workers hav toiled 
on and borne the burdens. Now is the time when all in- 
terested in the cause of reform, the freedom of the world, 
and the good of humanity, should come forward and aid in 


the good work, and you can do so by sending in your’ 


name and address, with one dollar, to the Secretary, Miss 
J: R. Lane, 312 Woodward avenue, Detroit, and receive 
your certificate of membership by return mail, The names 
Of persons becoming members of the Association will soon 
be published. Help to swell the list, Help to further the 
good work that is moving so successfully onward by your 
interest and kindly sympathy, and more especially with 
your dollars and you will ind your reward in doing good, 
&nd the angels will bless you. Miss J. R. LANE, 

312 Woodward avenue, Secretary of the Michigan State 
Association of Spiritualists and Liberalists. 


c 
Law vs. Common Sense and Justice. 


To rng EDITOR oF Tre TRUTH SEExer, Sir: The 
Supreme Courts of Michigan and of Maine hav recently 
rendered decisions in cases involving the scope, purpose, and 
limitation of the Sunday laws. These decisions and the 
reasonings that are intended to justify them are examples 
of how owlishly wise a judicial tribunal may be and yet not 
utter a word of common sense. ‘‘In the former case a 
Methodist preacher had made an appeal to his congregation 
during the usual Sunday services for money and subscrip- 
tions for the purchase of a church building. The defendant 
in this action subscribed $25, but afterwards refused to pay 
it, and when suit was brought against him, he pleaded that 
the subscription or promise being made on Sunday was-not 
legal, and therefore could not be enforced. The statutes of 
Michigan prohibit, under penalty of a fine, every person 
seen doing on Sunday any manner of labor, business. or 
work, except only works of necessity or charity. The 
Supreme Court says that taking subscriptions on Sunday is 
not a work of necessity, for the reason that it can be done 
at another time. There is no doubt, says the court, that 
this is the most Convenient time to attend to the matter, 
but it might for the same reason hav been the most conve- 
nient time for doing other business, such as the trading of 
horses, the hiring of laborers, and the general settlement of 
accounts, had the persons present been disposed to engage 
in such transactions,” ‘Now this reasoning is sound, grant- 
ing the rightfulness of Sunday laws, and had the court 
stopped here and rendered a decision in accordance there- 

` with it would hav shown to the world that it desired to be 
fair and impartial in the enforcement of the laws and 
would hav been entitled to the respect of Secularists, 


escape for the church, else the odious law would become & 
dead letter or be repealed as the result of the honest adju- 
dication of this and similar cases and the consequent im- 
partial enforcement of the statute, 

Our account proceeds: ** But the taking of subscriptions, 
88 the court holds, is & work of charity, which comes 
within the exception made by the statute. All the neces- 
sary or usual work, says the opinion, connected with relig- 
ious worship is work of charity. Otherwise the preacher, 
the organist, and the sexton would violate the law when- 
ever they performed their church duties on Sunday. The 
subscription was, therefore, held to be lawful, and the 
defendant was bound to pay it.” 

Mark the reason given for deciding that taking the sub- 
scription was a work of charity. It must be a work of 
Charity, ‘ otherwise the preacher, organist, anó sexton 
would violate the law whenever they performed their 
duties on Sunday!” 

"No valid reason is given why the paid services of the 
church are works of charity, but they are assumed to be 
such for the sole and avowed purpose of shielding the old 
hag of superstition from her own rebounding boomerang. 
It seems never to hav occurred to the court that the statute 
under interpretation was a direct interference with the 


| freedom of the citizen in the interest of the church and & 


flagrant violation of the national Constitution. No, this 
decision is a proclamation from the church through the 
Supreme Court of the state of Michigan that the organized 
enemy of liberty and equa) rights is to be protected at all 
hazards from the operation of her own tyrannical statute; 
that Christianity is a state religion, to be protected and fos- 
tered by all the powers of the commonwealth, and that out- 
side of the pale of the national superstition no man is secure 
in person, liberty, or property from the invasive intolerance 
of the minions of this hierarchy, and that he need expect no 
justice at the hands of its pliant tools, the ermined judges 
of our religion-cursed land. ; 

In the Maine case, the pivotal question was whether it is 
lawfulto walk on Sunday in the highways for exercise. 
The plaintiff had sued the city of Portland to recover dam: 
ages for injuries received by reason of a defective sidewalk, 
He had gone out one Sunday afternoon to take a walk for 
recreation. He stopped in a saloon and got a glass of beer, 
and on his return fell on the sidewalk and broke his leg. 
'The statute of Maine is substantially the same as that of 
Michigan, already noted. Under the facts which hav been 
cited, the city claimed that even if the highway was defect- 
ive, the plaintiff was not entitled to recover. ‘he Supreme 
Court holds otherwise, Walking on Bunday for exercise in 
the open air, it says, i8 not unlawful. Stopping for a glass 
of beer may hav been & violation of the statute, but unless 
it contributed to the accident it was no exouse for a defect- 
ive highway, and could not exempt the city from liability, 

This discussion is in accordance with justice, but how it 
can be shown to be sanctioned by the law would be difficult 
to tell. The Michigan court held that raising money on 
Sunday to purchase a church was not & work of necessity, 
as it could be done at some other time, and it seems that the 
same reasoning would hold good in this case, unless it could 
be shown that the plaintiff's time was not his own upon the 
other six days of the week, that he could take this needed 
recreation only on Sunday. Then it would hav to be proved 
that this exercise of walking was an absolute necessity for 
his mental or physical health, for of course it could not for 
&moment be pretended that this walking was a work of 
Charity. So we see that while the decision of the court was 
a just and common-sense one, it is extremely difficult, if 
not impossible, to reconcile it with the statute involved. In 
fact, the decision would seem to hav been rendered in 
accordance with the dictates of reason, and at the behest of 
justice, regardless of what the statute preser$bed. 

But is it not about time that these miserable partisan laws 
were swept from our statute books? Has not the League 
ample justification for its existence in the fact of the sur- 
vival and continued enforcement of these bigoted and puri- 
tanical enactments of the ages gone by ? And see what an 
incentive to dishonesty these laws offered! In both these 
cases it. was sought to escape from the just obligations of 
contracts through the instrumentality of laws enacted in 
favor of a special religion. The Sunday laws must go. 
Religious freedom demands it. The organic law of the 
nation, and of most of the states demands it, Common 
honesty demands it, and the enlightened conscience of man- 
kind demands it. Sweep them away! Let our friends in 
the various states keep a sharp lookout for such cases as 
those reported above, Publish them far and wide. Knowl- 
edge is what we want. Spread the light. 

Norway, Iowa, E. C. WALKER. 


So 


A Letter from Parker Pillsbury. 


CINCINNATI, O., May 7, 1880. 

My Dear FRIEND LExLAND: Your card of invitation 
pursued me a thousand miles to this city, where, less thana 
year ago, we met for the first time. : 

I came here on a retreat from our east coast winds, the 
foe most to be dreaded in these time that try the souls of 
men and women ; at least the foe most dreaded by me. 

My health pérmits me no attendance on conventions of 
any exciting kind. N 

And if your gathering at Chickering Hall was not an 
excitement, an agitation, an incipient revolution, it was not 
up to the demand nor the signs of the times, 

It seems to me there never was, in the whole history of 
civilized jurisprudence, a more atrocious outrage on.de- 
cency as well as justice than was developed (devil-oped) in 
the trial of Bennett. If the judge who presided over it and 


though they must lav continued to regard the statute as a) pronounced its decisions can go through life and through 


tyrannical invasion of the righta of the individual. 


But the court did not atop here ; it must find a way of | regrets and remorse such as can or'y ^e felt and feared by ! 


death without horrors and tortures of conscience, and 


ghosts unblest and devils damned, then indeed has human 
depravity reached so sublime a hight as to make hell no 
more a doubt than it is a just desert and righteous retribution 
for such mockeries and blasphemies against all the holiest. 
instincts of human nature and the rights of man. 

Thanks are due also to the Committee on Music, especially 
to Mr. Booth and the singers, whose names are mentioned 
in the report of the meeting. ; 

‘Had I attended your meeting I could hav said no more 
than this, and should hav said no less. 

Please present my Congratulations to Mr. Bennett on his 
almost miraculous escape from a death which I know his 
persecutors would gladly hav inflicted had it been in their 
power, and Which they no doubt hoped would ensue under 
their inflictions; and believe me, dear friend, 

"Yours for all good words and works, 
: PARKER PILLSBURY. 
———— 9 9—————— 


Welcome to D. M. Bennett. 


BY SAMUEL P, PUTNAM, 
The slow night passes, and the glowing morn 
Comes with its thousand banners of bright hope, 
And music of the progress of the world. 
The toil is over, and the galling chain, 
The harsh command of superstition’s slaves ; 
And golden liberty again is thine. : 
Free, strong. and brave thou art for grander deeds, 
For nobler exercise of mind and heart. 
Paine blooms to victory sublime and fair; 
To fruit eternal on the tree of life 
For coming ages, that the struggling soul 
May hav more joyous quest of truth and right. 
Yes, trampled Justice lifts her brow again, 
Her right arm stretched in bold relief, 
And sweeps the flag of freedom through the air. 
Welcome from stripes to flaming stars of hope; 
Welcome to sunny air and cheer of men; 
Welcome to splendid flelds of effort vast— 
To glories, inspirations, and delights 
Won from the bosom of refulgent truth! 
Welcome to battle ’gainst the hideous wrong; 
Welcome to manhood's far-awakening host, 
And allthe wondrous wealth that is to be 
When the unconquered soul shall wear its crown, 
And science shall upbuild its temple bright, 
Full of sweet music and unclouded joy! 
Welcome from durksome dungeons of the past 
To the revealing future’s stately realm ; 
To Reason, Knowledge, fair Humanity, 
Gemmed with the arts that make for living good; 
Shaping the world to heaven of all our thoughts. 
Thou hast been serf to wrong, but wrong shall now 
Be made to tremble at thy freeborn Words, 
And oringe before thee with its helpless curse, 
The right shall triumph, for a milllon hearts 
Leap to giv welcome to a tyrant’s toe. 
. Thou shalt be monarch, not in purple garb, 
But in the glory of plain, simple work, 
Of sturdy independence and free will; 
For, in the grand republic of the mind, 
One honest heart is a majority, 
And wears the royal robe of chainless might. 
— oo 


Logic of Facts,—Logic of Errors. 


To THE EDITOR or Tae TRUTH BEExER, Sir: Please do 
me the favor to find space in your open columns to reply to 
a very rude writer in your issue of April 25th. 

Mr. Chapman will pardon me if Ido not follow his bad 
example of rudeness or show any angry feelings at his 
abusive way of writing, I happen to be one of those who 
do not take abuse for argument, and what is more, Lam 
thoroughly convinced that my opponent will find it a better 
way to discuss his pet theories patiently and fairly. I will 
here say, for the benefit of my critic, that such arguments 
can be returned with interest. I will return it for his 
enlightenment, not in anger, but in grief. 

I will now ask the attention of my angry critic to the fol- 
lowing argument ; the reason why I ask him is because he 
thinks that Spiritualism is true. Take a trance medium 
under control. The medium is the instrument, the control 
is the intelligence. I speak not to the medium, but to the 
intelligence, to the Control. The medium is not to hear or 
see, neither question, nor act, because the medium could 
answer any question if he heard it, or tell what was going 
on if he could see the actors, hence it would'not be spirit 
but the man (medium), The medium, for the time under 
control, is only a thing, an instrument through which the 
spirit manifests its intelligence, therefore to the intelligence 
I speak and not to the instrument. Can Mr. Control hear 
and hear me without the ears and eyes of Mr. Instrument ? 
If Mr. Control answers no, then Mr. Control is both blind 
and see without the eyes and ear of Mr, Instrument, 
Should the answer be yes, then Mr. Control will oblige by 
reading this newspaper which I hold behind the head of 
Mr. Instrument, I hav no hatred, no fear of Spiritualism ; 
I wish it was true, but I hav a greater love for truth than to 


allow my desires to mislead me, I take facts as my guide, 
What are the facts of Spiritualism? Seances and trance- 
speaking mediums. Spirits come to the seances, travel up- 
and down the country with trance speakers. Bpirits are 
eaid to be very wise, although they talk very strange phi- 
losophy. I wiil test the inteiligence of these spirits. Can 
Mr, Chapman’s spirits inform who I am? Can they tell 
him why he wrote that angry letter? Can they not find him 
better arguments in the future ? Can they tell him why the 
moon cannot prevent the smallest particle of water that is 
falling under her orb from coming to this earth, while she 
is said to attract the spring tides ? j 

It Mr. Coapman is willing, and the editor of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER Willing to allow us to discuss this subject through 
that paper, thea will come the “tug of war." 

Faithfully yours, CHARLES AUDLEY. 
Wilkinsburg, Pa., April 23, 1880. 


Personal. 


W. F, Jamieson gave eight lectures in Saranac, Mich,, 
May 2-Sth. He lectured in Train Hall, Lowell, Mich, May 
9-14th. Address him at Lowell, Mich. Prof. Jamieson ig 
booked to reply to Gen, Samuel F. Carey in Lowell, 


PIE! 


Che ruth Seeker, flay 15, 1889. 


(Continued from page 309 ) 


person I supposed to bea friend, and in them I used lan- 
guage as free and unreserved a8 one would use in conversa- 
I hav admitted that the letters were improper, but 
they were not written with evil or criminal intent ; and ip 
not one of them did I ask for anything criminal, In one of 
the worst quoted against me I expressly said I wanted love, 
but not sinfully or immorally, The letters as a whole show 
more the unsophisticated simpleton than the deep, designing 


tion, 


knave, 


2 The letters were private. They concerned no living 


person except the cne to whom written. Comstock, Bundy, 


Ellis, Abbot, and Underwood had not the least business 
It was most disreputable in the person who 
made merchandise of them, and it was most cruel and uv- 
gentlemanly in the persons named to publish them to the 


‘with them, 


world, especially as at the time I had been unjustly thrown 


into prison by the common enemy ; and the publication of 
the letters could do no possible good, but, on tbe other 
hand, harm, by furnishing the enemy with wespons to 


attack not only myself but the cause of Liberaligm generally. 


I could vot krow of the attacks thus made, nor hav a 


fair chance to reply to them. 2 
8. The letters had been repented of. Efforts 
made to g^t them back that they might be destroyed. 
wife had been informed by myself of my writing them, 
and she had grandly forgiven me. 
4 Charles Elis, in the canaci’y of special sgent and de- 


had been 


famer for Bundy's R. P. Journal, came dishonorably into 
possession of the letters, and wrote the false and slanderous 
language and vile epithets which accompanied their publi- 


estion, ten times worse than the letters themselves, which 


subsequently appeared in both the R.-P. Journal and the 


Index. : 

5. It is said thet Comstock and his friends furnished the 
money which paid for the letters. They were also Jaid 
before R B. Haves to prevent my being released from im- 
prisonment, This is vouched for by persons who possess 
inside information. : 

6. On the 21st of Beptemher, 1879 Urderweod, Elis, and 
Savage met at the house of the latter, in Greenwood, Maas., 
jn secret conclave or ennepiracy to read over those letters 
and to decide what eon]d be done with them to injure me, 
though at the time I was c^nfined in a solitary prison cell. 
This is haged on information direct from 8.vage, 

7. Tt was decided then and there that the letters should be 
published, My years of hard lahor were set aside entirely. 
The fact that in addition to the ceaseless struggle I had 
mae to keep THE TRUTH SrEKER alive I had published 
over two hundred books and pamphlets, five thousand pager 
of which I had written myself, was disregarded ; the 
mantle of charity was by no means extended over me. No 
apology or consideration was made for human fallibility, 
put the fiendish purpose to damn and ruin me was avowed 
and pronounced. l 

8. Underwood stated to more than one person about that 
time that. ‘Bennett must be crushed." -**The Liberals of 
the country can not sustain him in the positions he has 
taken, and he must be destroyed," or words to that effect. 
Anything to kill Bennett. The private letters I had thought- 
Jessly written to one I had mistaken as a friend were to be 
used as the weapons to kill me. : 

9. When IJ learned this within the walls of the Albany 
Penitentiary, it felt to me most uubrotherly, ungenerous, 
and cruel. I regarded it as far meaner than the persecu- 
tions of my Christian enemies, with Comstock at their head. 
I would rather hav remained in prison an additional twelve 
months than to have had such an unfeeling, unnecessary, 
and cruel attack made upon me. 

10 Notwithstanding Uaderwood looked over those letters 
at Bavage's housc, when Bundy brought out his fifteen col- 
umns of letters, slander, vituperation, and lies, the latter 
claimed that he telegraphed Underwood to eome at once to 
Chicago to giv his opinion as to the genuiueness of the let. 
ters, Underwood promptly complied with Bundy's request. 
When in TsE TauTa SEEKER cflice in the latter part of 
January last Underwood stated that he made that trip to 
Chicago at the earnest sulici ation of several of my friends, 
There seems to be not a little hypocrisy in the matter, It 
was wholly ust less for him to leave his business and perform 
a journey of three hundred miles and back, either at the re- 
quest of Bundy or my friends, to see if the letters were gen- 
uine, when he had already examined them at Greenwood 

` pronounced them genuine, and author'zed their publication. 

11. The statement or insinuation in Underwood's letter 
that I had tried to seduce and ruin a virtuous girl contains 
three positive falaehoods. 1. I did not try to seduce nor 
ruin her, 2. She is not virtuous, 3. She is no girl, being 
midway between thirty.and forty years of age. 

12. Underwood's advice or instructions to the Liberal 
public to no longer have confidence in me, and to withdraw 
their sympathy from me, was unworthy a great and true man, 
and wholly unlike the noble and magnanimous Elizur 
Wright and James Parton. 

18. His statement that it was at his solicitation that Col. 
Ingersoll interfered to obtain a pardon for me from the 
President is most unfair aud untrue. Mr. Leland had pre- 
viously visited Washington for the express purpose of seeing 
Ingersoll on the subject, He spent the better part of a day 
with him and secured the Culonel’s services in my behalf, 

14. Underwood's eff ‘rt to commit Col. Ingersoll against 
me, and his pretense that the Colonel had ‘left me. to my 
fate” on account of my ''immorality," was very unkind. 
How untruthful it was may be gathered from this brief ex- 
tract from a letter of Col. Ingersoll to my wife: '* When 
you write your husband te.] bim for me I hav not and will 
not join in the cry against him, Iam no Pharisee,” 

15. It was most ungenerous and untruthful in Underwood 
to siyle me a “culprit” ® an old sinner,” to denounce TRE 


My 


TRUTH SEEKER as ''indec: nt” and ‘ obscene,” its patrons 
as the “ tag-rag and bobtail” of Liberals, while he claimed to 
represent a very distinct class, and. in sympathy with the 
most eonservative of Christians. 

16 When Underwood wrote to.Bundy that the perusal of 
my letter left in his mind ** a feeling of unutterable disgust,” 
it is thought he allowed himself to be unnecessarily exer- 
cised. If he is given to disgust it would perhaps be quite as 
well for him to feel disgust at his own conduct rather than 
other peoples. He has certainly shown himself guilty of 
conduct which gentlemen would scorn to commit. Even 
gallantries to ladies, which he seems to hate in thers, he 
doubtless looks upon with more favor when performed by 
himself. If the statements of friends be true he has shown 
marked partiality for ladies, not only in Cailfornia, but in 
states east of it, I insist that in those letters of mine which 
troubled him so deeply I broke no law, human or divine, 
and interfered with the rights of no person under heaven. 

17. Underwood visited me in Ludlow Street Jail just before 
I was removed to Albanyin July last, In our conversation 
I said to him that I hoped for continued friendly relations 
with him, I had endeavored to always treat him kindly. I 
had published all he had sent me for publication, including 
bis debates, his lectures, and essays; that I had not said an 
unkind word of him; we bad several business transactions 
together which 1 trusted had been pleasant, but that I had 
thought he was too much of an Abbot man, and was to that 
extent governed by a narrow, intolerant spirit. He replied 
with aleering smile that it would be more correct to say 
that Abbot was an Underwocd man, and that Abbot fol. 
lowed him more than he followed Abbott. I thought and 
implied the same that if he claimed the paternity or the con- 
duct of which Abbot had been guilty, including his slanders, 
misstatements, and falsehoods, that I did not wish to be 
guilty of depriving him of whatever honor there might be 
attached to it. : 

18. He was cruel enough at the same time to inform methat 
his wife did not like me nor my paper. Had he known how 
that bit of information w »unded me, though the feeling was 
mutual, and how for long months’ afterward, while leading 
my dreary prison life, the psinful assurance that the angelic 
Sara neither liked THE TRUTH SEEKER nor its editor, so 
often presented itself to my troubled memory, I cannot think 
he would thus wantonly have deatroyed my happiness and 
peace cf mind. io? . 

19. He visited me again in the Albany prison in the fore 
pàrt of February last; but I could not feelthat it was the 
visit of a friend. He gave me to understand there would be 
no further personal attacks made upon me. I acquiesced in 
the welcome intelligence, and remarked that I had begun no 
quarrel upon anyone, and that in every Instance the quarrels 
had been forced upon me. How truthfully his assurances 
were may be ju?ged by the dirty, ungentlemanly attacks 
that have been renewed against me as soon as I left the prison 
walls. He also told me at that time that he disapproved of 
my ‘‘Seventh Letter from Albany," in which I exposed the 
falsehoods of the Rev. Howard Crosby and mentioned some 
points of resemblance between Jesus and myself. * He 
thought the letter rough and in bad taste. I remembered 
that I never had written anything that had given him satisfac- 
tion. I presume “ unutterable disgust ” is the feeling which 
my writings always giv him. A friend with him was kind 
enough to siy that he and others thought I had gone crazy, 
My reply was that if they had to endure what had been im- 
posed upon me possibly even they might talk a little rough, 
or be taken to be going crazy. 

20 Underwood was not in the most honorable employment 
possible, when co-operating with such persons as Ellis, Com- 
stock, McNellis,, Abbot, and Bundy to do their best in 
“ crushing Bennett ” because he had committed a silly indis- 
cretion, i 

21. Ellis, the accomplice with Underwood in the grand 
enterprise of *' crushing B innett," showed the most despic- 
able traits of character. Besides writing columns of lying, 
slanderoue assertions, epithets, distortions, exaggerations, 
misrepresentations, and maliciousness, besides making pub- 
lic a private letter I had written to himself, he entered into 
the service of the despicable Bundy, only too ready to do 
his dirty work of slander and vilification.’ For several 
weeks he was an attaché ot the R. P. Journal. 

22. While I was in prison at Albauy he wrote a most 
infamous letter to my wife, Tae following is a part of the 


latter ; 
8 PORTLAND ST., Boston, Mass., Feb. 24, 1880. 

MADAM ; L inciose you my reply tod. S. Verity. Piease 
do not ullow your suspicions of ine, if you hav any, to deter 
you from txsisting that my reply be published at once, If I 
wished to make a: attack on your husband, I should do it 
on sumething a good deal worse than writing insane letters 
toa girl he wanted to seduce. Do not be deterred from 
publishing my reply by fear of Seaver and Mendum. Toey 
dare not tackle y ou, and will never crawl in the grass again. 
"a" Bat now I don't want to be any more to the point 
than is necessary to make you understand me, You hav 
allowed Seaver and Mendum to attack me ia your paper. 
I must reply to them. If you refuse, then hear: I hold 
proof ot the treatment whicn you hav received, including 
attempt t0 MURDEB, that wili utterly destroy the man if the 
exposure is made. You know what I mean. If you want 
to force that out, Continue to attack me. If not, help me, 
and in return you will gain more by my silence than you 
could from the false support of a thousand Investigators. 

I am very truly yours, CHARLES ELLIS, 


Can any one believe that the man who, under all the cir- 
cumstances, could pen such a letter as that is a gentleman ? 
His threats and insinuations are equally vile, and as devoid 
of truth as he is of honor. There is not the slightest ground 
in the world for him to base his insinuations upon. Al 
utterly and maliciously false. Underwood ought to be proud 
of such a companion. 

23. The conduct of Ellis at Salem, Ohio, where he 
deeply wronged a most excelleat woman and then deserted 


her, is well known to many persons, It was well known to 
Uaderwood, who has to his friends commented on the badi 
character and bad faith of Ellis. Still he met that mam 
Elis on terms of equality, and in the most disreputable at- 
tempt to damn the reputation and destroy the business of am 
old man whom he admits was unjustly thrown into prison 
and whose only crime consisted in writing indiscreet letters: 
to one who has fully proved herself & base, false, and most; 
malicious woman. : 

24 I find among the R.-P. Journals which I was not 
permitted to see while in prison, a mean and ungentlemaply 
attack from that saintly hypocrite, Hudson Tuttle, in which 
he utters several base insinuations and positive falsehpods,, 
only a few of which I will notice. After insinnating in the: 
most unfavorable style, denominating me ‘‘ the last and: 
greatest crowning fraud,” accusing me of having *' sold the: 
welfare and honor of a great cause for a selfish purpose,"' 
with bearing “ Materialism and Liberalism into the hideous: 
slime of obscenity and making both the pimps of my brutal: 
passion,” he proceeds to use this language: ‘‘ He has ignored: 
and sneered at the cause (Spiritualism) continuously; but as: 
it is allied to Liberalism, the disgrace to the latter is reflected. 
and-every Spiritualist feels that he is the loser by this das- 
tardly conduct of the editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER." Here 
are as many falsehoods as could well be crowded into 80 — 
small a space. Leaving unnoticed his base flings about 
“ crowning fraud," ** would-be martyr," “brutal passion,"* 
** moral putridity,” etc., I will simply say Tuttle uttered a 
gross falsehood when he said that I hav continuously ignored 
and sneered at the cause of Spiritualism; and how a man who 
makes the pretension he does to truth and honor could utter 
such base falsehoods is most incomprehensible I hav ever 
‘treated Spiritualism and Spiritualists with respect and fair- ` 
ness, I hav honestly investigated the pbenomena when I hav 
had an opportunity to do 80, and hav frankly published my 
convictions, I hav several times stated that I hav found in the 
phenomena proofs of intelligence not connected with phys- 
ical organizations and not explainable by the flippant charge. 
of “fraud.” I hav, on eumerous occasions, acknowledged 
the good which Spiritualism has wrought in advancing 
Liberal thou :ht and sentiment in the last quarter of a cen- 
tury, I hav freely admitted Spiritualistic articles into my 
columns and upon the same terms as opposing articles. I 
hav never ''sneered at” nor '*igaored" Spiritualism. Many 
of my best and nearest friends are Spiritualists; and 
I hav been, and am still, proud to acknowledge them 
as suck, What can be thought of Tuttle, who, for 
years, has been closely connected as principal contributor 
and adviser with the R.-P. Journal, when he knew its editor 
and proprietor was living in flagrant and open adultery; 
when he fellowships with and apologizes for one or more 
well known to be repeatedly guilty of gross sodomitic pràc- 


$ 


tices, to thus turn aud lie about a man who has not com- ^ 


mitted adultury, who has not committed sodomy, but who 
merely wrote gome Over-confidential, familiar, harmless ` 
letters to one he mistook for an honorable friend? Let 
Tuttle hereafter be ranked with defamers, slanderers, base 
falsifiers, and hypocrites. His pretended “purity” wiil not 
save him from the ignominy due him, 

25, Abbot is charged by those intimately acquainted with 
him with too persistent indulgence in what are called mari- 
tal privileges, and thus destroying the health and happiness 
of his wife. I hav nothing to say upon that subject, but I 
do reiterate the charge that he has been guilty of repeated 
falsehoods with respect to myself—that he has pursued me 
for years with malice and defamation, that he has persist- 
ently sought to desiroy me and my business, and that to 
effect this he has mailed his slander and lies to thousands of 
my friends and patrons, whose names were dishonvrably ob- 
tained from a list stolen from my office. $ 2 

26 Of Bundy and his lies, his malice, his envy, his defa- 
mations, his meanness, and villainies, I hav heretofore ex- 
pressed myselt freely, and would be glad if I never had 
occasion to use his despised name again. He has purposely 
and manignantlg injured me and misrepresented me most 
deeply, and has proved himself devoid of honor, virtue, and 
truth. : f 
I wish not to say much here about Comstock. His vil- 
lainies, his persecutions, his falsehoods, his perjaries, his 
depravity, his meanmesses, and all his coatemptible and 
unmanly methods hav already been sufficiently dwelt upon 
heretofore. It may be only necessary to remark here that 
he is a worthy coadjutor with the foregoing in the work of 
defamation and slander. : 

27%, These are the men who conspired against me while I 
was serving out an unjust sentence in prison—which they 
hav admitted to be usjust—and hav tiied to blast my 
reputation before the world, to destroy the work of useful- 
ness in which I am engaged, and to render utterly valueless 
my hard earnings of years of every dollar’s worth of prop- 
erty I havin the world. This has been prompted by the 
meanest of all motives-—anvy, jealousy, and malice—and 
without the slightest provocation on my part for their con- 
duct. Ihav never mistreated one of the persons named, 
nor did I ever speak an unkind word of either of them 
until they commenced their vile attacks upon me. Way 
they should assail me in the base manner they hav is a mys. 
tery to me even unto this day, 


28. I hav now said all upon this subject I wish to. As I 
had e:en while in prison but a small part of the attacks 
that were made upon me, and as I had while there bat a 
poor chance for replying, I claim the privilege of alluding 
once to the unpleasant subject now that I am at liberty 
again. But I wish to hav no more to say about it, and I 
know it must be distasteful to my readers. My time is im- 
portant; life is short and swiftly passing away; I hav 
much useful work I wish to perform, and I propose to take 
no further notice of scurrilous attacks of foes whether sent 
over the country anonymously, or whether they appear. in 
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the slanderous columns of the R.-P. Journal or Indez. ItI 
hav made mistakes I will endeavor to make no more, I 
shall aim to lead a good life, to perform my duty ag faith- 
fully as I kaow how, and to be always loyal to truth, lib- 
erty, and justice. Ia this aim of my life I hope to retain 
` the confidence and co-operation of my numerous kind and 
indulgent friends. Iam, sincerely, D. M. BENNETT. 
————— f «———————— 


Two Letters from James Parton. 


Newsuryport, Mass., May 10, 1880, 

My Dear Eprror: You are a prodigy of industry. I 
hav received your first portly volume and hav put it in 

` plain sight to be examined at the first opportunity. Your 
letter followed it. If I hav been of any service to you or 
the cause you represent, and for which you suffered, I am 
very glad. There certainly was a moment when, if your 
friends and allies had faltered, the enemy would hav had 
you at a terrible disadvantage. 

With regard to the tract against you, of which I bav 
‘been favored with two copies by mail, my position is this: 

The immorality involved in compiling and sending the 
‘tract is greater than the immorality charged in it. The in- 
terests of morality require, therefore, the rejection of the 
tract. : 

What you hav now to do is to make THE TRUTH SEEKER 
the wisest, boldest, kindest, s&uciest, most fascinating paper 
ever published on earth ; and this you can do, because you 
need hav no lying, cowardly reserves. The whole range of 
the universe is yours. Never mind your enemies. . The 
success of the paper upholds you aud repays them. 

One precaution: keep the paper very pure, very free from 
the least taint of the indecent. 

With my congratulations to Mrs. Bennett, 

Very truly yours, ^ JAMES PARTON. 


{The following was written to T. B. Wakeman and we 
trust we are not Violating good faith in laying it before our 
* readers. ] f 


occasions. By all means let us see him and receive him in 
the regimentals of his honorable service. TEE ORE LEE. 

On Saturday the editors of the principal morning papers 
were geen personally, aseured that there would be a formid- 
able demonstration, and warned that théy could not afford 
to fail to giv a good report of it, if only asa matter of news. 
And it was fairly well reported, though with.the usual 
groundless charge of obscenity. 


THE SECOND OF MAY CAME, 


It dawned bright and beautiful, clouding up a little 
towards night, but remaining balmy and fair to the close. 
The Committee held its last meeting on Sunday at 2 P m., 
in Taz TRUTH SEEKER office, to put the finishing touches 
to the preparations, ‘The distinguished prisoner was liber- 
ated and among us, 80 we were sure of somebody for the 
Reception to receive. We adjourned to meet at seven in. 
Chickering Hall. This present note maker approached the 
hall at ten minutes past seven, As he turned out of 14th 
street up th avenue, and saw the crowd,.at that early 
moment, streaming into Chickering Hall from every direc- 
tion, all doubts vanished, and a light heart, and lighter 
heels hurried. him forward. Iu the vestibule he was sur- 
rounded by eager applicants for reserved seats. Having a 
few tickets left on purpose for late comers, he soon emptied 
his pockets, and then pushed on through the crowd to the 
waiting room by the stage. Hundreds were already seated 
though only a single gas jet relieved the dimness. In ten 
minutes more the hall was full. By twenty minutes to eight 
it was jammed—not another nose could wedge its way in, 
and many hundreds were turned away. It was a magnifi- 
cent audience—orderly, attentive, intelligent. Also it was 
demonstrative, and well knew how to Cheer in the right 
places, e 

At fifteen minutes to eight our honored veteran, El'zur 
Wright, took the chair. As for the rest, is it not all put 
down in the reporter’s notes published in last week's TRUTH 
SEEKER? This note-maker is making notes of what the 
other one did not, and could not, put down. 

TWO SURPRISES. 

Two events of the past year, occurring in connectlon with 
Mr, Bennett's imprisonment, hav most agreeably surprised 
the Liberals of this country—two developments hav revealed 
to them theirstrength. Oae was the unexampled number 
of 200,000 names signed to the petition for pardon. The 
other is this enthusiastic gathering in such numbers in 
Chickering Hal, together with the co-operating meetings 
and the letters and telegrams connecting them and making 
them oře united mass meeting over the whole republic. 
This meeting takes our measure in New York, and shows 
us what we can do when protest and indignation against 
any outrage are Called for. We need never more hesitate, 
or falter, or take counsel of our fears. 

Si ` THE TELEGRAMS. 

These began coming in even before the meeting was 
called to order. They were & very animating feature of the 
occasion, as they were read from time to time, sandwiched 
in between the speeches, The last one came about ten 
o'clock, from Fort Scott, Kansas, and, sent as it was from 
such a far western point, it was received with hearty cheers 
and a special welcome, The ground covered by these tele- 
grams, from the outermost points of Massachusetts, South 
Carolina, lowa, and Kansas, includes a very fair represen- 
tative portion of this Union, and the two telegrams from 
Canada, extended our ‘ Dominion,” and received a specially 
warm welcome, All the telegrams were worth many times 
their cost, and the senders of them may hav the satiafac- 
tion of knowing that they contributed materially to the 
effect and success of the occasion. 

Mr. W. F. Jamieson also may be assured that hia brief 
but sdmirable letter received hearty rounds of app:ause as 
it was read to the audience. 

THE TRAIL OF THE SERPENT. 

It is the weli settled policy of the Christian press to 
denounce every public meeting that Liberals hold as 
immoral and obscene, no matter how orderly, or how care- 
fully expressed the speeches are. The annual Congress of 
the Liberal League at Syracuse was denounced by the press 
all over the country as otscene, and as defending obscenity, 
although not an obscene word was uttered there except by 
the Christian priest, Gordon, who straggled iato the con- 
vention to defend Abbot. The annual Congress at Cin- 
Cinnati last year was denounced still more and worse, a8 
obscene, aud as Clamoring for the circulation of obscene 
literature through the mails, although no such claim was 
made, and not a word of obscenity was uttered there. In 
‘the same way this Bennett Reception was reported as *‘ the 
| most obscene meeting ever held where ladies attended," 
| The only ground for it was that Mr. Heywood in his brief 
speech ruther warmly defended his ''Cupid's Yokes” as 
not obscene, and as being prosecuted because it conveyed 
** physiological information." The Liberals of this country 
may as well make up their minds that fora few years to 
Come, whatever they do or don’t do, they will be visited 
with this kind of lying, detraction, and abuse from the 
popular, capitalistic, and theologic press, and resolve to 
endure these lies with what patience, philosophy, and 
equanimity they may. Meantime our own presses are 
increasing, and our Leagues are spreading. With these and 
with pamphleteering and the rostrum, we can nail some of 
their lies, Weare the growing conquering party, and in 
good time our turn will come. 

; DON'T WANT TO BE HIS MOTHER, 

The one best special point that was made by any speaker 
at the Reception was brought out by Lucy Colman.. No 
report of the mere words can do justice to the artistic way 
in which she commenced her appeal to mothers, and worked 
up to the terrible conclusion, '' What kind of a feeling 


NEWBURYPORT, Mass., May 8, 1880. 
My DEAR AND VALUED FRIEND: I hav just finished 
reading the full account of the meeting in Chickering 
Hall. Itseems to hav been all that the most sanguine 
could hav anticipated, and your speech as usual, the 
weighty feature. You take the laboring oar by right of 
superior strength, Send Mr. Bennett to Congréss by all 
means, Send him for the purpose of restoring the lost 
sanctity of the mails. . : : 
till the main point is to support, improve, and extend 
the paper. If that goés well, all goes well. If that de- 
Ciines, all languishes. Ever yours, | JAMES PARTON. 
i — i Aa 


Wasn't that Thundert—Notes on the Reception. 
i BY THERON C. LELAND, 


‘Well, the Great Reception has come and gone. And it 
was a magnificent success, No one inexperienced in such 
work can realize the amount of labor required to arrange 
for such a demonstration nor the anxiety with whieh the 
result of all the effort is awaited. New York ia an immense 
city; and, with all its conflicting interests and competing 
attractions, it takes a Small earthquake to arrest its atten- 
tion. It isn’t every cause that has a small earthquake tu 
set in motion. We didn’t know that we had one till we 
began to pump for it. The Reception Committee, at first, 
thought and talked only of a modest informal gathering of 
personal. friends in some small hall, or else in a hotel, for a 
dinner and toasts and speeches, 

But, at one of the early meetings of the Committee, Mr. 
Benjamin R. Tucker of Boston dropped in, We questioned 
him about his management of the celebrated Heywood 
Indignation Meeting in Faneuil Hall two years ago. He 
explained his methods, made valuable suggestions, and 
gave us so much courage as to possibilities that we resolved 
to acopt his patent, put improvements on it, and ‘‘ go him |. 
one better.” The Committee met twice a week, the Work 
was divided up and assigned to Sub-Committees, and every 
possible detail was looked after. Cooper Institute was 
applied fur and refused. Then Caickering Hall was 
engaged and paid for, so there could be no backing out. 
Meantime contributions to meet expenses came in liberally 
from friends who felt the importance of the enterprise. 
Announcements in the city press began on Sunday, April 
25th, and were kept up during the week. The New York 
World and Evening Post refused our advertisements—which 
will be borne in mind by all advertisiog Liberals. The new 
and bright little daily paper, Truth, with its 40,000 circula 
tiop, was a great help to us. Over 80,000 little handbills 
and 5,000 card tickets were carefully distributed by hands 
and eyes that would see to it that they were placed where 
they would do the most good. 

It was announced that Mr. Bennett would appear and 
speak in his prison garb. This, Truth opposed as ill- 
advised, and the following communication was sent and 
published in vindication of the ides, which, however, 
subsequent eventa made it impossible to carry out : 


D, M, BENNETT IN PRISON GARB. s 


To ihe Editor of Truth, Sir: Symbols of degradation are 
relative. Cr cumstances may make them a badge of honor 
to the victim and an ignominy only to the tyrants who im- 
pose them. There hav been many historical instances in 
point, chief of which was Jesus Christ, who was huvg— 
hung by God, who sent him, his only begotten son, into this 
incarnate wor'd for that very purpose, and the cross has 
been a symbol of honor ever since. So has the crown of 
thorns, 

I» our own day the Slavocrats branded Captain Walker 
** S. B.” (slave-stesler) in the haud, and the brave Captain 
carried it and exhibited it for thirty years as & mark of 
proud distinciion. Scars received in the servite of human- 
ity are honorable. Mr. Bennett’s prison garb is a kind of 
portable scar, which he can put onor off on appropriate 


would come over you, any one of you, were you the mother ! 


of Anthony Comstock?” The andience at first shrank 
back in amszement, then recovering itself burst into the 
most tumultuous applause, Amelia Colby also made a 
magnificent speech. Her inventory of the favors and bless- 
ings, divine or otherwise, showered upon the United States 
and no ‘‘ God in the Constitution,’’ was uttered with telling 
effect, Her manner, and matter, and splendid voice justi- 
fied all the expectations that had been formed of her, 


‘| entirely new as she was to a New York audience, In short, 


the two lady speakers did excellent credit to themselves 
and to the occasion. pon f 

There were some calls for Colonel Ingersoll. One gen- 
tleman rose in the audience and said: '*Only one thing is 
lacking to make this meeting a complete success Where 
is Col. Ingersoll? Where is the missing link ?' Well 
Col. Ingersoll was cordially invited ; but be replied that. 
his lecturing engagements would not permit. Tere is one 
compensation however for his absence. It shows that this 
great audience came together on the merits of the case, to 
vindicate a principle and to do honor and justice to the 
man who has been sacrificed in defense of it. We now 
know that New York Liberals are independent of noted 
leaders, great orators, famous names, With the Colonel 
present it would hav been said, and we ourselves would 
hav believed. that this gréat audience assembled to hear 
Ingersoll. We would hav known Ats strength but not our 
own. 

But there is one Liberal worker and organizer and 
speaker very nearly or quite the peer of Col. Ingersoll 
whom we hav always with us in New York. UpouT. B, 
Wakeman we can always rely for au effort that will make 
any enterprise a success. He is a lawyer, like Col. Inger- 
soll, & ready off-hand speaker like him, keen-witted and 
humorous like him, though perhaps not rollicking, bubbling - 
over and communicative of the contagion of f», like him, 
less limited in his philanthropies, more logical, more deeply 
studied in the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
more absolutely certain of what ia and what is not permiasi- 
ble under them—Mr. Wakeman fills the bill of every 
demand that Liberalism can make upon him. These two 
stars do indeed differ in glory ; but Mr. Wakeman is none 
-the less one'of the first magnitude; aud, as the years go on, 
and the emergencies of Liberalism accumulate, aud the 
battle waxes hotter and hotter, the country will know T. B. 
Wakeman more and more, aud appreciate him better and 
better. The place for such talents as his is upon the 
stump, the platform, the rostrum—anywhere and every- 
where in the fleld—not in a Nissau street law office, nor at 
the bar where there are 4 000 inferior and competing law 
hacks to do the work to which fate has so far assigned him 
for the mere purpose of getting a living. I ask the Liber- 
als of the United States next fall and winter to giv him 
such a call to their Leagues and Lyceums as will take him 
out of the law limbo, in which he is now wasting most val- 
uable energy. If they could hav heard the most admirable 
speech with which, after Mr. Wright, he opened the Recep- 
tions, and seen the touching and graceful way in which he 
led forward Mr. Bennett, and introduced him to the 
audieuce, they would hav had one of the proofs and 
experienced one of the situations which justify all I hav 
said of him. 


WHAT THE RECEPTION HAS ACCOMPLISHED, 


It shook the Liberal fist under the n;ses of Comstock, 
Crosby, Colgate, Benedict, and all their set and defied them 
to continue their prosecutions. It proclaimed to them that 
it wont pay to imprison editors wao are indorsed and wel- 
comed by the best thought and intelligence in the ablest 
heads and hearts of the men and women of this country, 
overflowing into Paine, Science, Faneuil, and Chickering 
Halls. Such proceedings, on both hands, will go far to 
open the eyes of patriots and re-arouge the spirit of "76, 
When that takes universal place, more moth will creep 
over unused pews, more rust and dust will settle down 
upon unpounded pulpits and the people in all their intel- 
lecta will be free. boc oe 

WE hav already received very flattering notices of '* The 
Gods and Religions of Ancient aud Modern Times,” and. 
which ca” not appear in this issue for want of room. Tuose 
who wich the work will do wellto send in their orders at 
once, as Volume 1. is out and Volume II, will follow ina 
few weeks. The work is giving full satisfaction where it is 
received. We are not afraid to guarantee it. Remember, 
we are Offering the two large volumes at $5, which is 
cheaper than any books of the kind in the market, Those 
who remit $3 for V. lume I. will be entitled to Volume Ili, 
for $2, Wanted—five huodred orders within thirty days. 

————— 9 99————— — — 

«nn Bennett Reception,” reported in full by Mr, Henry 

Sherman, and printed in pamphlet form. Price ten cents, 


W. S. BELL's address is 707 West Superior street, Chi- 


cago, Ill. 
——— 9 9—————— 


WE hav to announce that friend Samuel P, Putnam has 
returned to this city from the West, where he bas been 
sojvuruing, and dispensing the words of truth for nearly a 
year past. He propuses to remain some little time in the 
city, devoting himself to literary work and speaking from 
the Liberal plafform, as occasion may arise. He is in very 
good health. 

Mas. A. H. CoLBY and Olive K. Smith hav been engaged 
to occupy the rostrum in Oud Fellows’ Temple, R chester, 
N. Y., during the months of May and June. During the 
past month their audiences hav increased until the large 
and commodious hall was filed to overflowing. Parties 
desiring their services for week evening lectures c^" secure 
them by addressing them accordingly. 
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Discussion of the National Financial System. 
BETWEEN DR. H, H, MORBISON AND JOHN W. TRUESDELL. 


MR. TRUESDELL'8 FIFTH LETTER. 


To THE EDITOR or Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Recog- 
nizing the principle that one error begets another; that one 
mistake in any mathematical problem wlll always lead to 
innumerable greater ones, which in turn can only be con- 
vered up by repeated falsification of figures, my opponent 
in his fifth letter again rushes into print with a new '*fiat ”? 
bank statement exhibiting as usual but a part of one side of 
theledger. He tells us that the national banks in 1878 
Were drawing interest upon one billion two hundred and 
seventy-six million dollars, while their real capital was but 
a trifle over two hundred and seventy-five millions: To 
make up this remarkable combination of figures he turns to 
page twelve, part second, of the comptroller’s report for 
1878, and froni one side of the ledger alone, under the 
October statements, from a column of figures amounting in 
ihe aggregate to over one billion seven hundred and sixty- 
sever millions he copys the first four charges; and drawing 
a line at that point he presents the footings, as a basis for 
estimating the earnings of the national banks as compared 
with their capital—declaring the former to be more 
than four times the amount of their real capital. „Why he 
has stopped at this point, when there are so many] other 
large interest-bearing charges in the same column, which 
he could with the same propriety hav added to his statemeut 
does not appear; unless it be his fear of overdoing the 
matter, 

Now, my friend Morrison, if you could be induced to 
abandon your new ''flat" system long enough to make up 
even one side of your ledger correctly, I would volunteer 
to introduce you to the other side, where I guarantee we 
will find credits enough to offset nearly four-fifths of these 
extravagant charges, 

I was charitable enough in my last letter to slyly inti- 
mate that you did not know better than to pervert bank 
statistics in the manner you hav, but now I withdraw that 
apology, for I firmly believe you do. If I was employed by 
you, Mr. Morrison, as a bookkeeper, and I should draw off 
from your books the major portion of your gross charges 
against your customers, and without deducting the cost of 
your stock, your salaries paid to assistants, your taxes upon 
the business, your interest paid upon borrowed capital 
(deposits), your bad debts, your rents, your losses, your 
fuel, your lights, your time, nor any other item of expense, 
and if I should publish these few garbled charges as a fair 
statement of your income, I do not believe you would call 
me a candid man nor even an honest one, but this is pre- 
cisely what you do in figuring upon the receipts of the 
national banks. Why sir, by this ‘‘fiat” system of book- 
keeping you could go into most any of our wholesale mer- 
cantile houses and get rich before breakfast, But, sir, the 
‘* fiat " system will not work in practice? and no one is bet- 
ter aware of the fact than a majority of those who advo- 
cate it, 

Your statements will deceive but a very few. People 
read and figure for themselves, Those who are interested 
enough to consult official documents will at once discover 
that your national bank statements are a tissue of misrepre- 
Bentations from beginning to end. You hav assumed at 
the commencement of this discussion that;the national banks 
derive a net income of over fifty per cent per annum upon 
their real capital, and despite of abundant positive official 
proof to the contrary you stick to that assumption ; what 
earthly object you hav I cannot conceive, If interest is a 
fraud ‘‘and a legal steal,” as you claim it to be, is not the 
principle as bad for*the banks to steal eleven per cent per 
annum out of the people as to steal a greater sum? lam 
quite wilirg to acknowledge that during the year ending 
September 1, 1878, the national banks did make a ret gain 
ot 1057 per cent npon their capital and surplus, and in 
1878 their net earnings as compared to capital and surplus 
were but 5,14 per cent. The banks acknowledge these 
amounts in their sworn statements and the comptroller 
corroborates their reports, If your theory in regard to in- 
terest is correct, surely here is abundant evidence for con- 
viction Without distorting the facts. The banks confess the 
truth, the whole trath, and nothing but the truth. And 
why do you persistently weaken your case and disgust your 
friends by continually misrepresenting the amount ? 


In making up your wild and often ludicrous statements 
you quote freely from the report of the comptroller; but 
when the glaring fact is exhibited to cur readers that your 
conclusions differ widely from his, you immediately repu- 
diate your own witness, declaring that *'the comptrofler’ 8 
every argument is in the interest of the national system,” 
intimating that I should be discredited because he is my 
guide. 

Now, Mr, Morrison, do be honest; do be consistent, if 
you can. The comptroller is right or he is wrong, If he is 
& political trickster, perverting statistics in his official 
reports, it is time the people found it out, and you will 
deserve the everlasting gratitude of the community for 
exposing him. But if the comptroller is right, as ninety- 
nine in one hundred even of his political opponents believe 
him to be, you hav no moral right to distort his figures nor 
dispute his statistics. 

If you really believe the banking business to be so very 
lucrative, Mr. Morrison, allow me to ask you why you stick 
to the profession of dentistry when the national bank system 
is free to all who wish to engage in the business? Do not 
say you are too poor, for, according to your own theory, it 
requires but a very small sum to start a national bank, I 
know notbing of your financial standing, but I will venture 


to guess you might raise at least $1,000, and associate with 
yourself four or five other men with a like amount, making 
in all say five or six thousand dollars, You can then easily 
hire some responsible broker (uot a cutthroat).for a small 
Commission to purchase $50,000 in government bonds for 
your bank, the broker will send the bonds to Washington, 
Eet your Charter, and $45,000 in national bank currency. 
You can then sign the bills as cashier, and another stock- 
holder as president, and pay off your broker with the cur- 
rency. After engaging a competent ‘‘fiat” bookkeeper, you 
wil then be ready for business; and as you can make, 
according to your own statements, over fifty per cent per 
annum upon your real capital, your currency costing, as 
you say, but one per cent per annum, in two years you will 
be out of debt—a capitalist, a banker, and a ‘‘bloated bond. 
holder." 

If you, Mr. Morrison, really believed in the financial 
principles which you advocate, and that the charges: which: 
you make against the national banks are true, I am Confi- 
dent you would pocket your conscience and immediately 
engage in the business. 

In the vain effort to prove your wild statements, and to 
pake it appear that the banks are earning four or five times 
as much as they really are, you cite two cases where the 
banks are lending largely in excess of their capital. But 
what does this prove? Nothing, unless you tell us how much 
they pay for the deposit which they lend in excess of their 
capital, together with all other expenses. Why, sir, if you 
wish to make a “ flat" statement of a single bank, take the 
Chemical] National Bank of New York, with a capital of 
only $300,000, and a surplus of over one million, and indi- 
vidual profits over two millions, bills discounted over eight 
and one-half millions. : l 

Now, to complete this “fiat” work, suppress the fact that 
the great bulk of these profits were made long before this 
bank reorganized into a national bank, lead your readers to 
infer that the bank pays nothing for eleven and one-half 
millions of deposits, and state emphatically that the bank 
made the major portion of their profits out of their cur- 
rency, which ‘cost them but one per cent per annum,” 
and by all means withhold the fact that every dollar of this 
currency has long since been cancelled and destroyed 
wholly because it did not pay. A good ‘‘ fiat” statement 
could be made for the Metropolitan National Bank of New 
York, but it has just been made public that the directors 
of the bank hav voluntarily reduced their circulation during 
the last few months from $2,330,000 to $45,000, because 
they found it cost them in taxes and other expenses more 
than it was worth to them. 

A great many national banks can be named haing no 
surplus at all, and many others that hav nof been able to 
declare a dividend from their profits during the last four or 
five years. From these cases we might present another 
side to the picture, which would be as unjust to the whole 
national system as your remarkable statements hav been, 


For the purpose of showing those who do not hav access 
to official reports how utterly inconsistent, how unfair, and 
even ridiculous your statements will appear in the light of 
facts, I herewith present the following table, taken from 
the Comptroller’s Official Report to Congress for the year 
1879, page 48, part first, rhowing the entire capital, surplus, 
and total net earnings of all the national banksin the United 
States and territories for each half year, extending Over a 
period of ten and one-half years, ending September 1, 1879, 
together with the ratio of met earnings to capital and sur- 
plus: 


Ratio of Net 


Total Net | Earnings to 
Capital Surplus Earnings | Capita! and 
Burplus 
Sept. 1, 1869 | $401,650.802 | $ 82.105,848 | $ 29.221.184 | 6 04 per cent 
Mech. 1.1870 | 416 366,991 | 86.118 210 28996934 | 5.77. . 
Sept 1,1870 | 4/5 317,104 | 91,630,620 26.819,885 | 5.19 7 
Meh. 1,1871 | 428 699,165 | 94,672,401 | 27.243.162 | 5.21 
Bept. 1, 1871 | 445,999 264 | 98.286 591 21315311 | 502 " 
Meh.1,1872 | 450.693 706 | 99 431,243 27 602.539 | 5. x 
Sept.1, 1872 | 465,676,023 | 105,181.949 30,572,891 | 5.36 
Meh, 1. 1873 | 475.918,683 | 114,267 288 31 926,478 | 6.41 " 
Sept. 1.1873 | 4881/0591 | 118,113,848 33.122.000 | 546 =‘ 
Meh.1,1874 | 489.510.323 | 123,469,859 29,44120 | 482. 7 
S-pt, 1,1874 | 489 938,284 | 125,364,039 30,036 811 | 480  ' 
Meh. 1, 1875 | 493,568831 | 131,560 637 29136007 | 466  ;' 
Sept, 1, 1875 | 497.864 833 | 134.123 649 28,800 217 | 4,56 - 
Meh.1,1876 | 504209491 | 134 467,595 23,097,921 | 3.62  ' 
Sept. 1,1876 | 500 482,271 | 132,251,078 20,540,231 | 3.25 — '* 
Mch. 1,1877 | 496 651,580 | 130,872 165 19.592962 | 8.12 “ 
Sep. 1, 1877 | 486324860 | 124,349,254 15.274 028 | 2.50% 7 
Meh. 1, 1878 | -475 609,751 | 122,373 561 16 916,696 | 283 c 
Bept. 1, 1878 | 470231896 | 118,687,134 13.658,893 | 231  * 
Gh. 1,1879 | 464.413.996 | 116,744,135 14,678 660 | 2.53 g 
Sept. 1, 1879 | 455,132,056 | 115,149,351 16.813,200 | 296 " 


From the foregoing official figures it appears that the 
average net profits made by the national banks upon capital 
and surplus during the past ten years’ is but 8.13 per cent 
per annum. The largest. annual gain being 11.81 per cent 
for the year ending March 1, 1870, while the average net 
earnings for the three years ending Sept. 1, 1879, was but 
5.42 per cent. 

Since the repeal of the law limiting the national currency 
to $354,000,000 by act of Congress, Jan. 14, ‘1875, the 
volume has not been increased as it certainly would hav 
been were it one-half as profitable as you represent; but the 
amount in cireulation has steadily declined until just pre- 
vious to Jan, 1, 1879, when, stimulated by an assurance of 
the resumption of specie payments and consequently a gen- 
eral revival in business, bankers slightly increased their 
issues, The amount in circulation, to-day, however, is far 
below that of 1875. 

The reader will observe that since the.system became 
free the total national banking capital has also declined by 
over $40,000,000, while their surplus account has been 
reduced by losses and dividends not earned to the extent of 
more than $16,000,000 In attempting to analyze that 
national system of banking much confusion naturally arises 
among amateurs in consequence of a general belief that the 


total reserve fund now charged to the banks was earned 
under the national system, but this opinion is not. correct. 
When the national bank law first took effect but very few 
of the state banks accepted the situation. Under the new . 
system no bank was allowed to make a dividend until 
they had earned and carried to surplus account at least ten 
per cent upon the capital stock, arly in 1865, however, 
when the proposition was first raised to tax state circulation 
out of existence, there was a general change among the old 
state banks, a large majority of them reorganizing as national 
banks and carrying to the new system their old ‘surplus 
account, together with their entire undivided profits. This 
action on the part of the state banks enabled them in most 
cases to declare dividends as fast as they earned them. 

The annual net profits as exhibited above show accurately 
the entire earnings of capital and surplus after deducting 
all costs and expenses. : 

SAFETY OF NATIONAL BANK CURRENCY. 

You ask me, in substance, if the greenbacks are not just 
a little safer than our present national bank notes, In reply 
let me say emphatically, JVo/ It. there is any difference in 
the safety of the two currencies to the holders, it is most 
assuredly i in favor of the national banks. First, the national 
bank currency has all of the security of the greenbacks, 
being first issued by the government and indorsed by it, the 
government holding coillaterals largely in excess of the 
amount.in circulation, Second. The national bauks hold 
a large amount of specie in their vaults, and with their 
reserve agents for the express purpose of redeeming their 
bills. Third. Every national bank stockholder is held per- 
sonally responsible to the bill-holders for twice the amount 
of his stock, and in no case.is a national bank allowed to 
issue currency in excess of their capital stock, So far as 
regards safety, our national bank currency is far superior 
to anything that has ever before been issued in the shape of 
paper money. Our national system of banking is the best 
we hav ever had, it is the admiration of the whole financial 
world, aud until you, Mr, Morrison, can present us with & 
better one, you had better cease your senseless ravings. 

TAXING GOVERNMENT BONDS. 

Among all of the illogical schemes advanced by the fiat 
money advocates none appear more ridiculous and unten- 
able than the proposition to tag the government upon her own 
credit. The government rate of interest during the last fif- 
teen years has ruled far below the average rate paid upon 
other obligations simply because her debts were exempt 
from taxation, To-day the prevaling rate of interest through- 
out the United States will probably average above six per 
cent, while the government can borrow an abundance of 
capital at four. If we should violate our present contract 
with the people and impose a tax upon all existing govern- 
ment bonds a temporary advantage might appear, but the 


‘funding process at the present low rate of interest would . 


immediately cease, and the rate upon all future government 
loans would advance just in proportion to the tax imposed, 
therefore, by virtue of this non-taxable clause the gəvern- 
ment does in effct collect or withhold from the bondhold- 
ers a tax in advance, fully equal to that imposed upon other 
kinds of personal property. The greenback proposition. to 
hire an extra army of tax gatherers to collect for the 
governmeni' a tax levied directly «pon the government, 
either by impairing her credit or taxing her publie. build- 
ings, is as absurd as it would be for au individual to tax 
himself for his own benefit and employ a number of expen- 
sive clerks to do the work. 

All these ridiculous schemes are but a fair sample of the 
“ fiat ” system of finance; and I am surprised, Mr. Morrison, 
that any intelligent person should advocate such nonsense. 

I wil now answer one more of your strange Charges 
against our banking system, which I had overlooked, and 
then draw this letter to a close, as I hav already exceeded 
my allotted space. You claim that the national banks pur- 
chased aboat four hundred and ten millions of government 
bonds at forty-eight cents on the dollar. "This statement I 
deny. The great bulk our government loans, including all 
of the ''seven-thirties," the ‘‘five-twenties,” and the *' ten- 
forty? bonds, were placed upon thé market at par, the 
government realizing on the.average wituin one per cent of 
their face value. "True, the government received in ex- 
change for the bonds her own demand, obligations (green- 
backs) which were often sold by individuals at a discount 
for gold; but as these greenbacks had been paid out by the 
government to her soldiers, her sailors, and other subjects, 
at par, certainly there could be no injustice in her redeem- 
ing them at the same nominal price. If the greenbacks fell - 
in value, as measured by the world's standard, surely this 
was not the fault of those who were so unfortunate as to 
hold her promises. 

Now, Mr. Morrison, a8 your next letter i8 to be your last 
in this discussion, do try and redeem yourself. There is 
room enough in three or four columns to introduce some- 
thing logical. I do sincerely hope before you close this 
discussion you will advance just one little, sensible, practi- 
cal, financial idea, and thus save yourself from an ignomin- 
ious failure. JOHN W. TRUESDELL. 

Ayracuns, N. Y., April 18, 1880. 

———— 58 9 ————— ——— 
A Card to the Liberals of the World. 

I herewith tender my congratulations on the grand and 
splendid success of the Bennett Reception, send greetings 
to them, and mingle my joy with theirs. 

Also I desire to publicly thank those members of the Re- 
ception Committee who gave freely their time, attention, 
and unsparing effort, as well as means, to make a certainty 
of the good work that now givs promise of a new lease of 
liberty to America. 

I thank them also for their kind aid and co-operation, and 
their assista.te where my inexperience needed their good 
counsel to direct. 


The Grut Seeker, May 15, 1880. 
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Without wishing to draw comparisons, I thank Theron C. 
Leland, Committee on Advertising, for his masterly work 
in handling the public press, advertising, etc., to which 
much of our success was due. To Drs. E. B. Foote, Sr: 
and Jr., who started the movement and provided a home 
for the Committee, much is due ; and the other members of 
the Committee, Prof. Rawson, H, B. Brown, Chamberlain, 
Ryman, Lockwood, Macdonald, Searing, and others, hav 
the happiness of seeing their great efforts amply rewarded. 

To the noble-hearted men and women who at the sacrifice 
of time and: means came from a-distance, to the aged in 
years and the championship of liberty, who honored the 
ihird great uprising for human rights by their presence, I 
return my thanks as a Liberal, . . 

Very respecfully, DANIEL E, RYAN, 
Chairman Reception Committee, 
— — tl i — —— 


A Few Words to a Spiritual Correspondent. 


** [ hav just read your criticism on Mr. Chapman's article 
on Spiritualism, As I hav always read all of your articles 
in THE TRUTH SEEKER for the past two and a half years, 
and I always admire your grand and noble utterances, I 
cannot help thinking that your pen may be inspired, 
although all unconscious to yourself, to Say many of the 
grand and noble things that you enunciate. But I am 
happy in the thought that I cannot believe in the blank and 
` cold Materialism of which you so feelingly speak. For me, 
it.has nothing but dread and horror. If I had to believe 
that I should cease to hav a conscious existence after this 
life; I should feel to curse the day that I was born. No; I 
would rather believe in the literal orthodox hell and that I 
‘was destined to.go there after this life was ended than to 
believe in extinction and annihilation, or even unconscious 
sleep or dream. F, F.” 

Yes, my friend, I feel that Iam ''inspired" to speak plain 
common-sense truths; inspired to teach the real value of 
facts and realities a8 contrasted with myth and fable; in- 
spired to show to the dreamer and builder of air-castles the 
superior excellence of mansions on earth, in which true, 
happy, and earnest lives: may be lived, and not merely fan- 
cied or possible in some imaginary, inconceivable future; 
inspired to prove that Materialism is not “cold and blank," 
but full of warm, living, glowing light, heat, and beauty, 
, We are born, we liv, we grow, we mature, and then pass on 
into the rich, ripe, and full harvest of old age. We taste of 
all the joys and blisses of the passing years; we love, learn, 
and experience, and, when the fullness of age comes upon 
us, we are ugually ready and willing to sleep the long, last 
sleep that knows no waking. There are few who, at the 
very last, think or care whether there is a future or not, 


Bleep, rest, peace, is all they ask, Now and then one who- 


dies in the full vigor of life and strength, when he has 
not lived one-half his years, looks longingly for another 
existence in which to liv out the rest of the experiences he 
should hav had here. But remember these are not cases to 
judge by. A true life is complete from infancy to age, and 
ends as naturally as any other complete existence. It 
needs. no Continuation or revival in a supposable future 
world, for it is whole, finished, and done. 

It is time, my friend, that the world should cease dream- 
ing and go to work. **I'll be good and happy by and by” 
is robbing our race of its vast and boundless capacities for 
happiness here and now to an extent that few of us realize, 
Instead of dreaming of the maybe, we should work and labor 
in the now. We should make life in its daily and hourly 
passage bright and beautiful with good thoughts and good 
deeds, I see no ''dread and horror” in annihilation for 
myself and friends any more than there is in the death of a 

' tree, plant, or flower. . We enjoy them while they are ours, 
‘and, when gone, we hav pleasant memories of them as 

treasures once ours, but now forever a portion of the years 
we hav left behind us. As well long tor the babyhood of 
our brief existence to come back to us as for ourselves to 
begin again in a life to come. We hav lived our days, and 
not one step of them all can we retrace or liv again. 

There is something I cannot understand in Spiritualism; 
something that may yet add greatly to the happiness, the 

' progress, the development, and possibilities of earth’s in- 
habitants here on earth, but I see no proof of anything that 
reaches out to us from any existence that has once ended 
here, The believers in this ism tell us now and then of 
gome one being saved from impending danger through spirit 
agency, just as the pious hav always told us of special prov- 
idence and answered prayers But I think all things that 
are, are legitimate effects of natural causes, some not yet 
understood, but none the less free from supernatural agen- 
cles and spirit influences. 

But when thee says thee “ would rather believe in the 
literal orthodox hell and that thee was destined to go there 
than to believe in Materialism,” I must think thee fails to 
realize what hell—an orthodox hell—really is. Canst think 
of thyself as 

Like a cinder that had life and feeling? 

Seamed his face with inward pining to be what 

He could not be. As being that had burned 

Continually in slow. consuming fire 

Half an eternity and was to burn 

Forever more. . . . 

Oh, sight to be forgotten! Thought too horrible to think!” 
* Remember it is not the hell the good Gottlieb describes, 
where one can wander off beyond the ** ever-burning lake ” 
and build up a nice little heaven out of pure, good men, but 
a real ‘* orthodox hell" thee wished in place of sleep, rest, 
and annihilation; a hell where there is only fire and 
anguish unutterable forever and forever; 

^ Where utter nothing dwells, unformed and void. 
There neither eye, nor ear, nor any sense 


Ot being most acute finds object. There, 
For aught external, still you search in vain.” 


Yes, sights most horrid greet the eye; 


“ Of worm, or serpent kind, it something looked, 
But monstrous, With a thousand suaky heads, 


Eyed each with double orbs of glaring wrath. 
And with as many tails, that twisted out 

In horrid revolution, tipped with stings, 

And all its mouths, that wide and darkly gaped 
And breathed most poisonous breath, had each a sting, 
Forked and long, and venomous and sharp; 

And in its writhings infinite it grasped 
Malignantly what seemed a beart, swollen black, 
And quivering with torture most intense; 

And still the heart, with anguish throbbing high, 
Made effort to escape, but could not; for 

Howe’r it turned, and oft it vainly turned, 

These complicated foldings held it fast. 

And still the monstrous beast. with sting of head 
Or tail, transpierced it, bleeding evermore,” 


Call’st thou.sweet, silent, quiet, everlasting rest, *' horror 
and dread,” after this one glimpse of one little corner of 
the ‘orthodox hell?’ Yet were all this, and a trillion 
times more, realized by thee for just.two minutes in that 
dire abode, how quickly would thee call out for death’s 
merciful dart to end thee forever and shut out sénse and 
feeling from thee forevermore! Yet, after all, it is not 
what we desire, wish, or long for that must be, but what is, 
and so let us think, study, and learn. Let us explore the 
vast arcana of nature, and seek her truths, and profit by the 
lessons of ithe paat and the present, and build truly as we 

0. 
E * Not in indolence shall man advance, 

‘But by his own endeavor, power, and glance; 

By character; by labor's changeful zast ; 

By all his being struggling for the best,” 


Snowville, Va., April 25, 1880. ELMINA D. SLENKER. 
——— 9 ——————. 


Resolutions of the St. Joseph Liberal League. 


To THE EDITOR oF TRE TRuTR ÑEEKER, Sir, At the 
regular meeting of the St. Joseph Liberal League, held this 
Sunday afternoon, at the Court House, the inclosed resolu- 
tions were unanimously adopted, and all expressed great 
satisfaction that the time is drawing so near when you will 
walk again among your friends and fellow-men, in the 
opening beauties of spring, with expanding buds and fra- 
grant flowers. All good men and women, and nature too, 
will welcome you as one who has suffered so nobly and 
grandly for the cause of truth and the welfare of man, 
woman, and child. I-thank you a thousand times o'er and 
o’er for the impetus you hav given the cause of Freethought, 
not only in America but throughout the world. 

Please send me twenty-five copies of THE TRUTH SHEKER 
containing these resolutions. 


Yours, P. V. Wise. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE LIBERAL LEAGUE OF ST. JOSEPH, MO. 


The following resolutions were adopted by Auxiliary Lib- 
eral League No. 16, of St. Joseph, Mo., on the occasion of 
the release of D. M. Bennett from the injustice and despot- 
ism of the Christian prison at Albany, New York, to light 
and Infidel freedom : 


Wauereas, Through fraud and deception, that tool of the 
priests, A. Comstock, procured the passage of that uncon- 
atitutional act through the Congress of the United States 
known as the obscene Comstock postal law, by means of 
which he is given espionsge over the postal or mail service 
of the United States ; and 

"WaEREASs, This despotic, bigoted, false-hearted, and per- 
jured Comstock, by lying and deception, procured Mr. 
Bennett’s arrest, and then through Corruption an indictment 
was found sgainst him, and a mock trial was had before a 
tool of the church, a Worse than the Star Chamber of a 
Scroggs or Jefferies, in the person of the bigoted Benedict 
of the United States court, and a packed orthodox jury, this 
brave man was convicted, nominally of having sold a small 
pamphlet, published by E. H. Heywood, discussing ina 
philosophical, dry, argumentative manner the laws and 
relations of the marriage system, but in fact for having 
published THE TRUTH BEEKER and many pamphlets and 
books exposing the frauds, corruptions, falsehoods, intoler- 
ance, despotism, and myriad wrongs committed ia the name 
and for the benefit of the Christian church ; and incarcer- 
ated him in a loathsome prison at Albany, in the great state 
of New York, where he has been confined at hard labor 
since July last among Christian prisoners who hav commit- 
ted the worst crimes in the whole catalogue ; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Bennett, instead of bowing and cringing 
to the Moloch of the church and his unprincipled persecu- 
tors, has manfully defied them and persistently fought 
them hour by hour, day by day, week after week, and 
month after month, never yielding one iota, but becoming 
more intensified and determined as his imprisonment length- 
ened and the conflict progressed, working as no man ever 
worked before, unless it was Thomas Paine, the creator of 
this government; yes, Worked every spare moment in 
writing letters and books, all devoted to furthering the cause 
of humanity and freedom, and opposing the frauds, cruel- 
ties, falsehoods, iniquities, injustice, and corruption of the 
church, in a bold, fearless manner, not excelled by any 
martyr in ancient or modern times ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this League hereby expresses its earnest 
approval of the course pursued by Mr. Bennett, and in the 
name of truth, justice, and humanity, heartily thank him 
for his perseverance, indomitable will, and courage in his 
great battie for the cause of justice and human freedom, 

Resolved, That, as the brave Jackson declared, the Consti- 
tution of the United States, free speech, free press, free 
mails, and freedom to the humblest citizen must and shall 
be preserved at all hazards, though every church crumble 
and every religion be blotted from the memory of man. 

Resolved, 'That the cowardly assault made by tho unprinci- 
pled, bigoted, selfish, tyrannical, perjured A. Comstock, 
aided and abetted by Crosby, Colgate, Benedict, and: the 
church, upon free speech, free thought, and the freedom of 
the press, in the illegal and unconstitutional proceedings 
taken against D. M. Bennett, and his unjust and illegal im- 
prisonment, has been bravely and unflinchingly repelled, 
and the cause of human liberty, free speech, and a free 
prees been nobly virüicated by D. M. Bennett, America’s 
Second martyr. œ . 

Resolved, That D. M. Bennett has by his courage and un- 
swerving conduct as an upright, honest man, who has de- 
voted his time, liberty, and life-long energies to the cause of 
freedom and humanity, deserved the unqualifled meed of 
praise, and the love of every true man and woman in the 


universe, 


Resolved, That we hereby extend to D. M, Bennett a 
warm, hearty, and earnest Welcome to sunlight, liberty, his 
family, and the bosom of his hosts of friends ; congratu- 
lating him on his release from what his persecutors and the 
church intended should be his tomb. And be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to. 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER, Mr. Bennett’s bold, fearless, and un- 
compromising newspaper, for publication. 

H. BRunsrNG, Bec. P. V. Wisz, Pres. 


Nana and Comstock. 


To THE EDITOR or TuE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The city 
press calls upon Comstock to suppress Emile Zola's last 
book. It is, indeed, a glaring and graphic exhibition of the 
career of a child of sin—its pen-picture of licentiousness, 
depravity, is nakedly truthful and given with all ‘‘the 
brutal justice of a photograph.” In giving the disgusting 
delineations of such a character as Nana, the author fulfils 
his declared design of painting that class of creatures as 
they exist in real life, and in doing so strips from vice the 
glamorous veil with which the genius of such writers as 
Lytton and Dumas had invested it, He dispels that charm 
of corruption so alluring to imaginative youth, and depicts 
with cold and elear precision the development from the 
dunghill of degradation of a human poisonous flower 
whose fragrance was frittered fortunes and ruined men. 
Nana cannot prove a pleasing or even an interesting volume 
to any class of readers. Its every page is a protest and a 
warning. It is a terrible tale, tersely told, of the triumphal 
vault of a variety Venus from the gutter up to the gaudy 
throne of a Oyprian goddess, of her brief reign in the em- 
pire of evil, and how she blasted and burnt all before her 
like a breathing upas; then of her precipitate plunge down 
the precipice of pleasure, crushing beneath her cursed 
chariot wheels, like a juggernaut of lust, the hopes and 
hearts, the honies and bleeding bodies of her duped devo- 
tees. It is the tale of a Venus transformed into a vampire, 
preying upon the peace and life of her long procession of 
vice made up of all classes of men from paupers to princes. 
At last she is left with the reader upon her deserted bed of 
death, her baleful beauty melted into an unrecognizable 
mass of smallpox pustules, Venus lies there alone, a shov- 
elful of filthy flesh, decomposed by the virus of vice with 
which she has poisoned a people. No more complete dis- 
illusion of the seductiveness of sin could be conceived. 

No person can rise from a perusal of Nana without feel- 
ing his heart haunted by a lasting loathing for the terrible 
traffic in the purity of woman. It brings him face to face 
with the fearful featured Mokanna behind the veil, and fur- 
nishes him that familiarity with unchastity which breeds 
contempt. The surest way to suppress vice is to render it 
repulstve, to display it in its unadorned deformity. The 
mischief a book does to morals in this direction should be 
measured by its influence in arousing the amorous impulses 
of the young. Judged by this criterion, the insidious Songs 
of Solomon hav contributed more to spread the seeds of 
sensuality than all the bawdy books ever put in print. The 
“Sweet Singer of Israel" arrays his voluptuous heroine in 
all the attractive attire of the oriental princess, Emile 
Zola givs his the garb of the Parisian gutter. 

If that Barnum of bawdy show business, Comstock, pos- 
sesses pictures which invests vice with the sly suggestions 
of art for the purpose of firing the Youthful imagination, 
then is his pious parade of them pernicious and should be 
speedily stopped, at least among the parsons of all other 
classes, But if, like Nana, they tend to depict the visage of 
vice in its real disgusting ugliness, and serve to sicken the 
spectator the more he sees of them, then the more exhibit- 
ing Comstocks there are the better will it be for morality. 

ti'o further illustrate, the New York Witness throws 
around this post-office sneak the lustrous livery of religion, 
and holds him up to an applauding public. No one can 
determine the deleterious effect this has had in inocu- 
lating combative commission Clerks with the ambitious idea 
of abandoning an honest employment to become renowned 
carrion hunters like the far-famed Anthony. THE TRUTH 
SEEKER tears off the counterfeit covering of his hideous 
hypocrisy and reveals the wretched rascal. As such he 
ceases to be the paragon of the post-office and the church, 
the cynosure of combative commission clerks, That is 
precisely what Emile Zola has done in Nana with prostitu- 
tion. 

B. H. PRERTON, 


——— d$ M 9——————— 


'IAM pleased to learn that the bill before the New York 
state Legislature, taxing church property, was defeated. 
The bill was a fraud. It did not represent the wishes of the 
Liberals of the state, for it only provided for taxing the 
property of a church over and above the amount of $10,000. 
We want no such hybrid law as that on the statute books, 
If it is right to exempt church property, it should all be 
exempted. If it is not right, then no such property should 
be exempted. Liberals in this country are not fighting 
merely to save a few dollars in taxes, but for a principle. ^ 
The question is, ‘‘ Has the state the right to maintain secta- 
rian institutions at the expense of the people? There was 
one good provision in the bill. It provided for the taxation 
of ministers and priests. But the ministers and priests 
observed this provision and united in a strong effort to pre- 
vent its passage, and succeeded, They were not willing to 
pay their honest taxes like other persons, but desired to 
remain a pauper class, living on other people’s earnings. 
But such injustice cannot always remain unrepealed. Next 
year we must Commence our work early. No Liberal should 
vote fora member of the Legislature who does not favor 
the total repeal of these unjust laws, and one hundred 
thousand names must be sent to our Legislature, asking that 
these obnoxious laws be repealed, : 

H. L, GREEN. 


fettere from Sriends. 


Waconpa, Kan., May 4, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEEER: The Solomon Valley Liberal 
League commemorated the release of D. M. Bennett, on 
Sunday, the 21 inst., by a Jecture from Mr. Solomon 
Carter, of Asbirvile, Mr. Carter did the subject '* Mind 
and Matter,” justice in a new avd impressive manner. 
After the lecture the business of the society was next in 
order. The congregation being invited to remain did so. 
One of our number, James Chapman, took his leave of the 
society for a journey in the mountains for severa! years, 
and donated to the society hie books, as a commencement 
of a Liberal and scientific library. If no unforseen event 
shall befall us we shall hold the first annual meeting at 
Idlewild Grove, during the lat week of August. We hava 
grove second to none. and all that seems to be in the way 
are good sneakers. These ws hay do engaged, because ve 
ot sufficiently acquainted to know to whom to apply. 
aS TUM Gzo. W. CHAPMAN, MD. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., May 8, 1880. 

DEAR, Frrenp: With p'easure I inform you I am in 
receipt of your Book, “The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
Times,” for which receive my sincere thanks. I shall want 
the second volume, and shall remit you in the course of a 
week or 80. 

Dear friend, you are once 
come of one who regards you as the t1ue savior of his men- 
tal life, for such exalted ideas of life as it should be, I never 
knew till ] became àcqu-inted with Tar TRUTH SEEKER 
and its editor. ‘‘ Thrice welcome, noble man!" is the con- 
gratulation of Yours in freedom, W.F. PORTER. 


z . RBanamaAC, Micu., May 6, 1880 
Mr. EnrTOR : Saturday evening, May 1st, Liberal League 
No. 129, telegraphed their greetings to the Bennett H-ccp- 
.tion, care of Elizur Wright, Chsirman, Chickering Hall. 
Telegram was forwarded from here all right, yet was not 
delivered as intenced on the foll wing evening, and we 
cannot ascertain why. 8. M, CRAWFORD, Sec. 


WELLERLEY, Mass , May 8, 1880. 
My DEAR Srp: Yours. of May 6.h contaioing card and 
check, duly received, together with the copy ot your last 
work, written whilein Albany Penitentiary. Many, very 
` many, thavks, until you receive more snbstantial acknowl- 
edgment, When cur courts make our prisons reap ectable 
by sending our best citizens there, where will be the terror 
for evil doers? It is still true that ‘the man makes the 
vocation, and not the vocation the man." Am glad there 

was so successful a demonstration on your return. 

E. M. F., DENTON. 

GRANITE HILL., CAL, April 28, 1880 

p. M. BENNETT, Dear Sr: Knowing the friendship 
existing between yourself and my father, Adam Lohry, I 
deem it my duty io inform you of his death. Upon Mon- 
day evening, the 12.h inst., he was missed from nome, and 
upon a thorough search being made his tracks were found 
leading directly into the American River He has been 
suffering from dizziness and severe p«ins in the head for 
several weeks pa't, and we cannot believe otherwise than 
that in a fit of temporary insanity produced by brain suffer- 
ing. he has committed this act. Every one was shocked by 
the news, as he has always appeared to possess an unusually 
strong constitution, and all believed him capable of bat 
tling his sickness to the end successfully. Search has 
been made, and rewards offered for the body, still upon 
this, the seventeenth day of his disappearance, no traces 
hav been found. Father has been a subscriber as well as 
a contributor to your paper, for some time, and I feel 
assured you will learn of his death with deep regret. Not 
only will he be mourned as husband, father, and friend, 
but as a valuable support to Liberalism, in which he was a 
firm believer, and to which he was a true friend. 

He always expressed a deep desire to kuow more than 
he did of Spiritualism and the hereafter, and now will 
solve the mystery. I feel glad to know this idea of 
t‘ believe or be damned" held no hold upon his mind, 
and am perfectly satisfied he met his death calmly and 
fearlessly, as only one can who lived the life he did— 
honorable, upright, and conscien.ious. 

Yours respectfully, MRS. ANNA GALLANAN. 
` LowELL, Mica. 

DEAR FRIEND BENNETT: Accept my sincere congraiula- 
{i mg on your releare, Itrust'your, and oui, enemies will 
now see that persecution does not pay. Your worst 
enemies now are those contemptible sneaks of the Index 
and Journal Go right on with your glorious work. Tney 
are carting rubbish to their own doors. Your “ little 
wewkness?" has been fully condoned and expunged, and 
now I should go right on treating tuem with the contempt 
they hav so richly earned. Here is my heart and my hand 
forall Lam worth. Yours for truth, E. A. CHAPMAN. 

. Sacinaw Crty, Mica., May 3, 1880. 
FRIEND BENNETT: As our A B C may be called the 
foundation of all inteligence and lesraing, so the firm of 
. A., B., and C., might well be styled the foundation of 
everything that is mean, contemptible, dishonorable, and 
offensive. As the intel:igent child rejoices when it gets out 
of its A B O's, so we rejoice that you are out of the 
clutches of the infamous A B C of modern society. As 
tbe youth advancing to the years of uiscernment, and 
discreticn thinks he sees a beautiful and glorious future 
stretched before him, so we hope and trust that the remain- 
. ing years al.otted to you may be full of joy, comfort, and 
‘happiness, and that your amiable, noble, and loving spouse 

may be rpared to enjoy those privileges of life with you. 
As you will egain assume personal control and supervision 
of your paper, allow me to suggest that you petition his 
satanic msjesty to renew his correr pondence with you and 
giv us sme more of those instructive and interesting letters 
he used to send, and which, if got up in book form, would 
be of inestimable value and a legacy to transmit to future 
generations, Again assuring you of my personal friendship, 

I remain, Tuos. L. JACKSON. 


Mt. PrEAsANT, Iowa, May 2, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: lnclosed plesse fiud money 
order for one dollar, for which send THE FRUTH SEEKER. 
"We send zou greeting, our best wishes, and our congratula- 
tions for your deliverance from the clutches of a barbarian 
and persecuting religion. We are happy to say that in this 
grand, great West we hav no such witchcraft laws as are 


eS 


—— 


perous. Yours for mentat freedom, 


more permitted to breathe the’ 


J fri : th f Marcb, 1880. 
free air of heaven, to which receive the ever fraternal wel- friend. pensed sway on the 22d o via 


brave as the bravest ; always was ready for duty wherever 


he was.placed. He participated in the battles of Chica- 


member. 
procession was the largest that was ever held in our county, 


pleasant Sunday aftern on, I eit down to address a few lines 


hay been with you durivg your long weary weeks and 


The Sruth Seeker, May 15, 1880. 


| still found on the statute books of some of the Eastern states, 


In old Dutch Penneylvenia it seems to be a crime for an in- 
telligent man like B. F. Underwood to lecture in a school- 
house. Iam ashamed to own the fact that I waa bern in that. 
priest-ridden state, where the people must still believe in. 
spooks and ghosts, with laws three hundred years behind 
the age in which we liv. But it will not always be £0; gods 
and devils, ghosts snd witches are dying fast, and men and 
wormen who have been born only once are healthy and pros- 
ANDREW GOAN. 

BERRIEN SPRINGS, MICH. 


Anü now may victory, great peace, and loving kindness 


be and abide with D. M. Bennett, THE TRUTA SEEKER, and 
all their friends, now and henceforth. 


Yours ever, Worrsy PUTNAM. 


. WasnurNaroN, P. C , April 30, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: In behalf of many who sym- 


pathize with you in the suffering inflicted upon you by 
the execution of an infamous sentence of imprisonment, 
without cause, and believing that an expression condemning 
the motives and actions of your persecutors is eminently 
your due at this moment, I hav great pleasure in assuring 
you of our unremitting respect and the kindest wishes for 


your welfare and success. 

I nm yours very respectfully, W, W. Jackson, 

ANGOLA, TND., April 26, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Avother birra 
ro. 
James Pew, died at his residence in Scott township, Steu- 
ben Co., Ind, of that lingering disease, consumption, 
which he contracted while battling for the Jiberties of his 
country. He enlisted on the 8th of August 1862. Joined 
company EL then organizing at Angola, which company 
was assigned to the 74'h regiment Todiena volunteers; was 
mustered into the United S ates service on the 21st of the 


same month, He was elected a corporal of his company; 
he gradually rose from that position to that of orderly ser- 


geant of his company, and on the 1:t of May, 1865, 
received a commission as first lieutenant of his company 
from Governor O. P. Murton. As a soldier James was 48 


du'y called; in time of. action cool and cheerful, not a word 
of complaint came from his lips no mát'er in what situation 


mauga, Missionary Ridge, Goldboro, and Dalton; was 
with Sherman at Atlanta. and on his march to the sea, 
from Savannah, Ga., to Washington, D C., where he was 
final:y mustered out of the service, as he was no longer re- 
quired. Durivg his long and protracted illness he often 


spoke of D M Bennett’s incarceration and the conduct of 
President Hayes toward him. 
liberty which I fought for and aim now about to giv up my 
life for. 
God or burning hell, and made a request to his friends that 


This, he says, was not the 
Be was one of those Liberals who feared no apgry 
after he was dead, not to hav any preaching at his funeral 
He was buried by the Masonic fraternity of which he was a 
The funeral took p'ace at his residence, and the 


reaching from a half to three quarters of a mile in length, 


herded by the Angola silver cornet band. . He leaves a wife 


and two small children and a host of friends to mourn his 
loss, James was a good man and a respected citizen; he 
Jeaves not an enemy behind him, but all speak of him in 


W.T. 


: OIROLEVILLE, Onro, May 2, 1880. 
At the residence of C, E. Spears. this 


| the highest praise. 


Very respectfully youra, 


FRIEND BENNETT: 


to my dear old friend, D M. Bennett. This morning I read 
with great interest your ‘‘Tenth Letter from Albany." 
Rest aseured, dear frie.d, my heart and deep sympatbies 


months of unjust and cruel imprisonment, Although J 
believe that what is to be will be the inevitable result of 
things, regardless of apy prayers we may cffer to any man- 
made or imaginary deity, siiil, as Iam in the habit, of bow- 
ing my head in silent. supplication to angels and superior 
intelligences (disembodied), I daily asked a blessing at their 
hands, to resi upon you and yours, that you might be sus- 
tained and comforted, and finally liv long to figbt the great 
and glorious battles for freedom of speech, of the press, and 
of the mails, ou'growths of liberty of conscience, which all 
men shculd enj y, but which, alas, it is, even in this boasted 
land of freec'om, not yet permitted, only in silent thought, 
and beyond which if a man dares presume to go, wicked 
persecution is his lot. 

If 1 was rich in the temporal things of this life, Y would 
make a rattling: among the dry bones of old orthodox relig- 
ions; but, as I find myse!f situated, I feel it is wise not to 
meddle with poison c&irion, and even to keep at proper 
distance from the dying lion, lest in its agony or death- 
struggles it may lacerate me fearfully. 

Your remarks concerning Elder Eid's book I consider 
very needful and appropriate, As to Comstock and the 
whole boodle of your antichristian persecutors, I cannot 
think of anythiog mean and loathsome enough to compare 
them to, so I wil leave you to giv them “L,” as Q. F. 
Train has it. ; 

Now, dear friend, if there is any place I wisli to be in 
more than any other, it is to be in New York city this even- 
ing and to attend the. great Reception in honor of your 
release from unmeriied martyrdom and hated prison life. 
lam sure you will hav a grand time, May the angels of 
liberty—as Paine, Washington, Jefferson, Franklia, etc.— 
be with you to-night, and ali time in the future, to help you 
and to inspire you to battle for freedom. 

I want the Liberals to nominate a candidate for the pres- 
idency; either yourself or Ingersoll, or some other good, 
fearless spirit. Ithink itis high time that right in these 
matters of government, instead of wrong and black corrup- 
tion, should bear rule. I Rope you will make a tour West 
and giv your thousands of friends a chance to see and hear 
you thunder forth the living truth. My dear Hattie joins 
me in love to you and Mary. E. D. BLAEKEMAN. 


: DANSVILLE. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Inclosed fiad one 
doliar from an old friend in the cause of liberty and free- 
dom. Ihsav lived Jong enougu to see the evil effects of 
Christian bigotry and superstition; if is calculated to make 
men hypocrites every time. Men who,believe that reason 
is carnal never use any. Respectfull ; CO. M. OnkGO. 


DovLksTowN, FA., April 18, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH SREK&R, Dear Sir: Inclosed pleased find 
one dollar tor the Reception of D. M. Bennett from Chris- 
tian bastile. Every Freethinker should contribute some- 


- G. T. W., Sec. , iiia 
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‘thing, Let us make religious hypocrisy and bigotry odious. 
Tar TRUTH SEEKER sounds right every time. It does 
not handle super-tition with gloves. I think Liberals 
should withdraw their support from the churches, Every 
cent given toward Christianity at this time, when they are 
tryirg to check Freethinkers, ia giving aid to ‘our foes. 
They now depend upon the almigh'y dollar to keep their 
machinery running, and they care but little how or where 
they get it. : A 
Last Thursday night the Methodists of this place held a 
concert or jubilee. They hired an orchestra and some good- 
looking girls to sing.. The sexton stood in the arch way, 

and twenty-five cents paid the bill and passed you in. i 
I believe in taxing church property without limit. Why 
should they be exempt when there is anything held? In 
any one of them they think they will draw a crowd, they 
charge for it. I, living next door to this gospel mill, had 
the benefit of their racket without passing inside their Jines. 
Ican vouch that if that God they talk so much about did 
not hear every word uttered, it was because he had retired 
and given himself up to sleep and slumber. - ] 
i A. J. READING, 


CARROLLTON, ILL., April 27, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: As it has been some time 
since I addressed you, I hav concluded to meet you (if not 
jn person) with a small present on your arrival home after . 
your very unjust imprisonment. I see you are expected 
home on the 29th, so I thought I would address this to you, 
thinking that you will arrive about the same time it does. 

Ihsd not seen au Index for nearly two years, until a 
short time ago I received one of the copies of the *' 6 000," 
marked ''sample." Well, L wás sorry to learn that you 
were so silly; but we are none of us perfect, and you hav 
made sufficient apology. 

I hope you will reach home in good health and spirits 
and be able to conduct TRE. TRUTH SEEKER for many years 
to rome. 3 

I hav had some experiences with religion, not in myself, 
but in others, I find its effects worse than I expected. 
hav no reason to wonder at what Col. Ingersoll said in 
regard to the religious creed: that if they were half as bad 
as their creed, he did not know what would become of us. 

Well, in regard to the *'5,000," I thought if that was a 
“sample ” I had received, I had enough, It was false and 
deceitful. It showed more hatred and bad feeling than I 
liked to see. Inclosed please find post-office order for $5. 

Long may you liv to continue your good work is the 
sincere wish of Your friend, Wm. BLACK. 


WuxELER HoLrow, N. Y., April 26, 1880. 

BnorHRER D. M. BENNETT: N ble martyr of the present 
age, please accept the hearty congratulations of the under- 
signed on tbe decidedly marked event in your own and also 
the American history—your emancipstion from Christian 
bondage. In our highest admiration, as a martyr of priuci- 
ple, we g'v you the uppermost seat; and not far in the 
future, when truth and reason prevail, when Christian big- 
otry lies entombed in its own charnel-house, the name of 
D M. Bennett, our martyr-brother, will shine. as an em- 
blezoned star in night's sable canopy. ; 

We would suggest the propriety of our present Chief 
Magistrate, or his Christian spouse, assembling two hundred 
or more Visitors, young ladies and gentlemen, in a church, 
and from the rostrum read to them the preyers of Holy 
Writ; selected by you, as an antidote for poisoned virtue 
through ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes.” We would suggest the church 
doors be left open wide and the congregation permit-ed to 
escape when endurance from & modest standpoint is no 
longer possible. A. B. WHEELER, 

A. T. WHEELER, B. F. WHEELER, 
H. B. LEONARD, G. B. LEONARD. 


WALTON, IND., Anril 28, 1880. 

Mr. D. M. BENRETT, Dear and R'spected. Friend : Y exult 
in the thought that you wul, on next Friday, be again a 
free man. I hav condoled with you in your troubles of a 
prison life, I hav done whatIthought was my duty to 
help you in the advancement of truth and science. My 
sympathy for you in your imprisonment was sincere, I 
used industry to get signers to the petition for your release, 
but all was in vain. 

I hope you, and all who participate in your Reception, 
will hav a grand aod good time. I heartily wish I could be 
with you on the cccasion; bnt Iam liike the bound boy at 
the husking—I hav got to stand jn the rear, I cannot very 
well help myself. I hav lately made the discovery that the 
Christian thumbscrews are upon me. I now am aware of it. 

My great desire is, and ever has been, to make an honor- 
able living by honest industry, I hav made my mark in 
life in days now passed and gone. How the future will be 
with me remains to be seen. . 

I congratulate you on the bright future you hav before 
you. When you pass this life your name will go down to 
future generations as one of the greatest benefactors of the 
human race. Your sincere friend in the bonds of truth 
and science, . D. ENGLER. 


` Satem, NEB. 

To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The Lib- 
erals in this Western corner gave heed to the call of hav- 
ing a jubilee on the s»cond day of May to express our 
sympathy and condolence with the thousands of Liberals in 
behalf of our teacher and friend D M. B:unett. We organ- 
ized by electing H. B. Gist Chairman, and G. G. Weston 
Secretary. Lively and spirited *p:eches were delivered by 
Webster, Pierce, Duaning, and Gist. 

The Committee on Resolutions, Webster, Brenigur, and 
Pierce. reported the following : 

Resolved, That we assembled do most sincerely rejoice 
with our friends all over the Uaited States that tho true, 
tried, and honest Bennett is to-day enjoyiag his liberty. 

Resolved, That we most indignantiy condemn the court 
which convicted Mr. Bsnnett by violating our Constitution 
aud trampling our liberty and infringing upon our most 


. | sacred rigats. 


Resolved, That in convicting Mr. Bennett the press has 
been cnained, free thought imprisoned, the dictates of con- 
science mantled by usurpation. | 

Res.lved, That we tender our sympathies aud most hearty 
approval of Mr. Bsoneti’s theory and conduct. ' 
Resolved, "T'nat we wish the success of THE TRUTA SEEKER 
and with renewed vigor double our energy for tts success ; 
[res i religious world may be breugnt into light and 
iberty. 

After adjourning we enj^yed a splendid repast prepared by 
E-quire Brenigar and tady, which New York could be 
proud of. H. B, Gist, Caairman. 


The Truth Seeker, May 13, 1880. 


Ve 
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Harwica, Mass., April 29, 1880 


` EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Among the many in-| men more just and wise than the Jehovah of the Jews, 


teresting articles in THE TRUTH BEEEKER of March 20:h 
there is one touching controversial correspondence.. While 
Other papers are so fastidiously close communion ‘and 
exclusive in all matter that happens to differ from wbat 
iB considered orthodox, how refreshing to find one that is 
not afraid to open its columns to a fair discussion. 

That everlasting spirit of intolerance that character'zes 
the church of olden times seems to be the all-pervading 
element of Christianity, under some pretext or other, not- 
withstanding its loud profession of charity and good will to 
men. I do not see why any one should be unwilling for 
others to believe what seems to them best. Can we avoid 
believing or doubting? Are we responsible for what we 
cannot help? Is our belief a matter of choice ? and if so, 


what folly to ignore evidence &nd smother conviction for |: 


fear of losing the old ruts of conservatism. They tell us 
we shouldn't hav known good from evil without the Bible. 
Fools! .How did Confucius, Socrates, Plato, and a host of 
others of whom the world was not worthy, and of whom 
Jesus himself borrowed maoy of his wise sayings, know 
without it? Though we are imperfect, it does not follow 
that we are not as capable of judgirg of good and evil as 
were men of three thousand years d . 
If while inthe midst of a desert L cannot teil my exact 
latitute and longitude, would it not be folly iu me to 
blindly confide in the capacity of my fellow traveling com- 
panion who is in the same dilemma. Better unite our 
efforts and gather inferences and evidences for our mntual 
good, each one subjecting everything to the tribunal of his 
own judgment. Has the Great Spirit given one man reason- 
ing powers that must lie dormant while others prescribe 
doctrines and creeds for him? Has he delegated A, B, and 


C, of the barbarous ages of antiquity, to put upon parch- |. 


ment a criterion by which we must be governed—interpo- 
lated, mistranslated, and mutilated as that document must 
necesssrily hav been ? : 

The Bible, they sav, was given by inspiration. What of 

it? Bo was the Arabian Nights’ Ea'ertainment. But what 
is inspiration ? ln.a physical sense it is breathing the air, 
In a figurative sense it is to be infused, animated, stimu- 
lated, either. to do good or bad as the case may be, or to 
write truths or fiction, “AN scripture was given by inspi- 
ration." That takes in good, bad, and indifferent, for what 
is scripture but writing or scribbling ? But itis said it was 
given by inspiration of God. Then God is responsible for 
the whole, including that beterogeneous mass of nonsense, 
mixed with a litile good sense, wnich we cull the Bible. - 


The Christian idea is that there is & personal God some- 


where—a grim-visaged idol—that likes to be sought into, 
that is pleased to hav people devote a portion of their time, 
more the better, in supplicating and flittering him, a God 
who is pleared with the shedding of blood. 
appear to think that self-terture will propitiate him and 
secure his good graces, . Righteousness is nothing 
* filthy. rags.” Piety is all that's needed, That other fel- 


low will take care that no harm comes of'sinnirg, for has 
not he atoned for us by shedding his own blood on the 
cross ? And surely since it was innocent, blood it has 


. appeased the hot wrath of Jehovah. 
The Christian idea of a personal 


ing upwards, is pointing ia an opposite direction. 


swill of unreasonable bigots. 


Ah, Mr. Editor, it is a lack of honesty, too, on the part 


of some, and diamond cut diamond between honesty and 
the prejudice of education on the part of others, that pre- 
vents their liberation from the thraldom of superstition. 


But with all the deleterious Ir fluewces of their religion there 
.&re some excellent people in the church, men and women |’ 
of redeeming qualities, whose presence there is like honey 


in the carcass of a lion, as in the s:ory of Samson, and 


whose business should be not tithing and minting: but 


attending to some weightier matters of moral philosophy. 


What a pleasant.world we might hav if the time spent in 
gratifying religious emotion by manipulating and mum- 
bling over a certain set of religiuus and credal phrases was 


turped to the discussion of moral and scientitic subjects, 
Christians, as a general thing, hav not given much real study 
to religion after all, it is only a vague idea they. hav 
gathered from the Catechism and the early drill, more from 
habit than anything else, which grows with their growth 
and in time becomes the prejudice of education. 

J hav almost made this day a holiday. 
and stripes to the breeze aud astonished the natives here- 
abouts, who made many inquiries. My answer’ was, “D. 


M, Bennett, whom Christianity had imprisoned for thirteen 


months, is te-day restored to liberty.” B. F, ROBBINS. 


Great VaLLey, N. Y., April 26, 1880: 

EDITOR TRUTH BEERER, Dear Str’ I see by the tav on 
my paper that the term paid for expired on the 15:h of the 
present month, hence you will tind inclosed $8, $3 to apply 
on the paper for another year and the balance to pay for the 
two volumes of the ‘Gods and Religions of the Ancients,” 
which you will please send me as soon as ready. Please 
keep the books correct, since the excitement of D. M. 
Bennett's liberation will naturally tend to divert the 
thoughis from business pursuits, 

And now, Mr. Editor and friends of Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
office, I feel justified in giving .his wholesome advice and 
piecaution trom the intense 1eeling personally experienced 
in my own Case of a similar character to what you must all 
feel on the present occasion, the quality of which will be 
unnecessary to elucidate to you, my friends, or to any lover 
of free thought, free speech, and free mails, Hence you 
will excuse and accept as friendly and proper at the 
present time what would be officious and improper at other 
times. " zx Wo rot 

Hoping you all feel happy in anticipation of so soon 
again as of old mingling in the personal and congeuial 
. presence of your old friend, D. M. Bennett and you can 

. bet your last dollar that the writer of these lines would feel 
happy, more happy, could he be one to mingle and to add 
one more person to the throng that will meet in Chickering 
Hall on the 2d of Msy; but wne fates will hardly permit so 
desirable a wish. Sv I thivk we must try and hav an 
indignation meeting at Bro. Gieen's or at some other good 
place, and let the iriends at Chickering Hall know that we 
are in sympainy with them, and that our ecclesiastical 


in purse. I am counting the daya with you till Thursday | trines of Christianity. 


brethren ma; know there are many gods in the form of|nor his paper. Let all spend their money conecientiously 
ina way that will result in the most permanent gond to 
A. F. A, |Mr. Bennett and the Liberal cause. Yours, J. HACKER, 
à ! i ` BALTIMORE, Mp. 
Drar Mus. BENNETT: I am sorry for you and for myself į m 

that my letter did not reach you. Iinclose $1, 50 cents for D. M. Bunnert, Esq : On your recent fortunate escape 
a trial subscriber and 50 cents for my coatribution to thé | from the Prostestant Cnrisrian bastile in the U ited States 
Parton Fund. If I mistake not Is ill owe for two months | of America, now controlled by the Presideat of that repub- 
more, Linclose another $1. Iam so fer away from the |lican government, in the year of our Lord aud Savior Jesus 
post-cfüce that it.did not s. em worth while to go to register Christ, 1880. i . . 

the letter, and so some of C.mstock’s friends are $1 better Persecu'ion is the legitimate effect of the infernal doc- 
'* He that believeth shall ^e saved.” 
comes. Rest assured Wednesday night will be a sleepless | ‘‘He that believeth not shall be damned.” God is the 
oneto me and I shall long for the hour of freedom; J] author of hell and damnation. Man is his executor and ex- 
wrote to him also the day I wrote to you, ecuüoner. Man bas the same right to persecute and kill as 
Well, my dear, blessed woman, I will not take your valu- | God has to torture and damn mankind forever ; therefore 
able time. Ishall be in the city May 1l'h and 12th, and | Christians always hav and always will persecute, and thus 
shall call and see you and your husband. You hav been so | follow the example of their perfect, infallible God. If we 
brave, so good, so womanly, so fearless in your own quiet | eXpect Carietians to be more merciful than their ideal 
manner th«t your name should go down to generations for Jehovah, we will be most certainly disappoioted. We 


ADDRESS AT THE RESURRECTION MEETING. 


And some 


but 


God necessarily implies 
that he is a local being, and of course no one would think 
of locating him down underneath, but overhead, where} 
they point and direct their prayers ; and while James in 
Boston is pointing upward Jones in Australia, though point- 
How 
much ionger shall we hav such pretiy-poll nonsense prated 
over the land, and that, too, at such enormons expense? -] 
am amezed at the stupidity of some well-meaning people 
before whose eyes such trash has been vividly portrayed 
and the truth set forth im all its splendor and beauty, who 
yet turn a deaf ear to reason and return to the gurry and 


I swung the stars} 


moral cour-ge and devotion, I: will not be ' the same a hun- 
dred years hence," that you and yours hav lived as it would 
hav been if you had all been less true to your highest con- 


i victions 


Blessings and good wishes and kisses and congratulations 
from 3 C. FANNIE ALLXN. 


West AxBov, N. Y., April 29, 1880. 


B.: 
. The time has come 

When you can say, “I’m going home." 
May all your fondest fancies yet 
A sure fulfilment quiek!v get ; T 
May you, released from Tony's power, 
With wife and friends spend many an hour; 
May health and wealth their blessings lend 
To cheer the pathway of our friend. 


DEAR BROTHER 


While friends are gathering round you there, 
Some hearts will bound with pl-asure here 
To feel that yon a last are come 

To work, t^ triends, to love. and home, 

Yes, work ! for we shal fondly look 

For deeds beyond the prison book. 

For vast returns your injüries call, 

We're sure ‘our Bennett” will pay them all. 


Though hatred fills near every heart 
That watched our martyr’s dreary fate 
. Toward the men that played their part 
. A» engines of the church’s hate, 
"Tis on the creeds, not men, we feel 
. Our hero now must wield his steel. 


Wa will not prav you'll seek revenge 
“On sneaking Tony's guilty herd; 
He'll get full many a consciencetwinge 
He'd fully miss if he were dead, 
He soon must t: y another plan, 
His course review, his aciicus sean; 


And what can be the sure result 
It they don't vrove him steeped in guilt ? 
Here's the beaury of that doctrine 
That after death doth punish sin | 
Wh-n he bas studied weil his casa 
. He'll dread " the Judge” wh.n “ face to face,” 


When evening shadows creep, 
ud misty daws shall fall, 
hen Luna through the azure sweeps, 
And gilds the earth with silvery pall, - 
He'll dread che thoughts that clustering come' 
To make this hapless wightt.eir home; 


He'll dread the midnight’s mystic hour, 

And curse the hour that gave him birta; 
He'll dread the fl e-flend's demoniac power— 
The veriest coward that walks the earth. 

His faith, forsooth, in devils fell, 

In flery. seething 1ealma of hell, 


Shall prove the torture-rack ani screw 
T» avenge the wrong he has done to you 
And other victims of his power, 

Cursed in his brief triumphant hour. 

As evening toward the morning hies, 
Each villainous deed its rancor flies 

To scourge the hapl: ss actor’s mind. 
Till peace and rest nowhere he'll find. 


The de'il that to Ben Abou came 

Shall then 7eturn, and Tony’s " name" 
Wili quite a sorry figure cut, 

Buried in mire and labeled Smut,” 

Ot " Cuvid's Yokes " a table’ rure 

We'll make, to inscribe this Satan's heir— 
Tue lowest use to which the book 

Could possibly be ever put. 


Just think | in retrospeetion here 
H«'il notbing find but food for fear; 
And know tha' in the rime to come 
He can but meet a " day of doom,” 
He tbinks the bad shall merit woe, 
And never, never & heaven know, 
He holds an &wful hell was made 
That deeds of evil shouid be paid 


In coin the same as he'd like here, 

To pass on victims of his power 

(Oaly " forever" in that land 

is a longer term :han courts command), 
Is it not safe to ieave the pup 

Fr frenzied shame to eat him up? 

Your peu is worthy of grander themes 
''nan thi. low villuin’s dastard schemes, 


Forgive the length my lines hav run. 
Forgive advice I've off sred here! 
Remember only you hav won 
Respect from friends that hold you dear, 


Remember that when life shall wane, 
Your fame shali brighten every hour; 
*Bennett" shall be à household name, 
To hold for us a sacred power. 


And when on memory’s tablet done 
The names ot fr1-nds you trace, 
Let that of Jennie Leete be one 
To nold a favored piace, 


: BgRLIN, N. J., April 11, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER : lam very much pleased with : 
the letter of Amelia H. Colby in relation to the reception : 
of the bold martyr Bennett, and hope her suggestions wih. s 
be carried out in a way that wili result in the greatest good : 
to Mr. Bennett and the Liberal cause, for which he haa‘! 
suffered so much. Let his friends in and around New | 
York, who can attend the R:cep'ion at little or no expense; , 
do s0; and let those who Caunot attend without spending, | 
from $2 to $5. or more, hold meetings in their own peigh- : 
borhouds on R:ception day or evening and enlightem their | 
neighbors on the subj:ct of his persecution and imprison- : 
ment, and then devote the money they will save'to spread- i 
ing Tug TRUTH SEEEER and the account of his unjust trial. ' 
This would be a permaneut benefit to him and the cause. 


sending TuE T«4urH SEBKER three months to each of four 
friends in oiff rent plaecs where the paper is not taken than 
in spending $3 for being a spectator at the Reception. The 
people need educating, as Amelia says. Every day I find 
intelligent business men who never heard of Mr. Bennett 


must judge of their future by their persecutions of the past. 
Like God, like wors bipera. This rule will never change. 
How absolutely nece ssary, therefore, for Liberals to under- 
stand and fully realiza this mst important fact: Ecernal 
vigilance is the only means of escape from Christian perse- 
cu:ions in all future coming time. Let every Liberal, loyal 
patriot remember this, and always act on the defensive. 
L-t us now gird on our armor and faithfully and fearlesaly 
battle for human rights and human happiness; with the full 
assurance that justice, mercy, and truth will eventually 
fill and cover the whale earth. 


Hail! noble, brave chief, now in triumph ascended 
From orthodox clungeons to liberty’s throne. 
Tne freedom web ast. yon hay bravely defended, 
And eonqnered our Onristiin oppressors—alone, 
Not on the battle field, 
Where the trie! v-t'rans yleld, 
You won the 'resh laurels that circle your brow; 
But on the plains of peace, 
: Bade persecution cease; 
We approve, we applaud, we welcome you now. 


Sir, uoward and onward your 1 athway extending, 
T stations of honor and fams you arixa, 
Like our bold eagie, s'ill higher ascending, 
To that elevation which Infdal's prize. 
Sons of brave father's we, 
Swear to be ti us and free, 
False creeds and falee Ohristians with truth we assail, 
Ali our rights ro maintain, 
On the land und the main, 
The star spaugled banner shail flat on the gale, 


Grand Freethinkers rally; your duty demands it, 
Be true to tbe iust to our country aod man, 
Our fal htul, experienced, bold hero commands it. 
Our brave, luyal marshal agaln io the van, * 
To the ba-tile when led, 
How our stricken hearts bled}. 
But truth is ourt;u-t when Christ's cannons do roar! : 
` Still, the truth we'll defend, 
‘om b-ginning to end, 
"Fight it out on this line” till oppression is o'er, 


We hav won many battles. Onee, they would burn us, 
Inqui-itions and tortures our ancestors bore. 
And 1i Protestenty dare, they wou'd torture and 
But the holy old “hell Iaqalattion " is o'er. 
.. Morey, scienc», and truth, 
Although yet in their youth, 
A veto has put upon torture and Dain, 
. Once, our country was free! 
And again ic will be, 
Truth, justice, and mercy forever shail reign. 


E. N. KINGSLEY. 


burn us, 


Bv. GEORGE, ILT., April 29, 1880, 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sw. Inciosed please find money 
order for three dollars to pay my E TUA for one year 
to your Valuable paper. This day, as 1 understand, ends 
your captivity, and the Albany prison door will be opened 
to restore you to tbat liberty which was unjustly and most 
injudiciously wrested from you. As a Liberal I feel proud 
of your manly conduct while serving ou; the unjust sentence 
so cruelly perpetrated upon you; and I also feel that the 
Awerican nation should hang its head in shame for the per- 
petration of euch lack of sense and justice on the part of its 
officials. It could only hav come by prejudice. It is con- 
trary to all our feelings of humanity to wantonly cause 
pain. It is impossible to shape language 80 as to express a 
uthe of the real ir jury done to justice and the family of the 
editor of our much loved paper, to take him from his home 
and cast him into prison because he thinks for himself and 


:] aeser's his rights and tbe rights of others, It is only worthy 
‘lof the Young Men's Christian Association and the Society 
‘| tor the Suppression of Vice. 


It has always been the case 
| that the more religion the more cruelty is practiced in its 
| name. 

| All this evincea that we cannot hav or maintain a free 
1 government without eliminating the poisoning church dicta- 
i tioa. This monstrosity, ursightly. with human suffering, 
rotten with disreputab]e old age, is fast losing its hold on 
the hearts of intelligent people; it is time it should be so, 
for we can look only with dread upon the history of the 
church. We can see the b.st and purest men, who labored 
most to upli!t humanity and advance the intelligence of the 
{ world, suffering all the crueities of death that cruel rack 
|] aud crisping flame: could inflict, This is a light shadow of 
j the ruling spirit in her past history. 

| J would ack what security hav we to-day and of what lib- 
erties can we as American cil.zens boast ? For the truth. we 
utter to-day for the ennublisg and uplifting of mankind, to- 


|| morrow we may be thrown into prison with thieves and , 
| murderers to drag a miserable existence and : xpia‘e the 

| wrath of Christian vengeance, 
‘land our children dishonored that Christianity may rule, 
| perpetrate her fraud, and maintain her superstitions. 


Our lives may be aisgraced 


We 
hav no protection, we hav uo liberties, and never can hav 
while the iron hand of the church is upon the throat of the 
nation, strangling with a frantic hand every impulse of lib- 
erty. We hav but one hope, and that is all we can hope tor 
to brighten the future—that reason and common sense may 
take the ascendancy and become the leading light in tracing 
the future steps of man, and then we can hope to hav a 
religion that will involve truth, justice, and freedom, the 
only trinity that will ever solve the salvation of mankind, 
lam in deep sympathy with vou, and I hope the Curistian 
church wil fulminate no more of ita ruthless vengeance 
upon you and your rights, Yours truly, N. B. BLAINE. 


— ————— 


Tue number of auxiliaries is now one hundred and eighty- 


lt seems to me that any one who would only bea silent six, Owing to the solemn fact that May 1st is a moving day 
looker-on at the R:ception could find more pleasure in | here (which day in this case will measure about two weeks) 


my correspondents will favor me by exercising a little 
patience until these domestic troubles cease. Please notice 
oe change of address. A. L, Rawson, Sec. N, L, L, 
19 Lafayette Place, New York, : 
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The Aruth Seeker, 


Map 15, 1880. | 


It isnow called the 
‘Comstock’ Syringe, 


Anthony Comstock having made an abortive 
attempt to suppress it, for which he was 


Arrested and is now under big bail. 


Only 16 sold previous to Comstock RAID, 
over 500 since !1! 
Grand Juries 


become delighted with it and buy it for their 
wives. 
* The only simple, sure. and reliable article of 
the kind in use. Price, $5.00, 
8. H. PRESTON. 
209 West 34th St, N. Y 


READ il 
“Fewer Children and Better." 


in the May, 1880, number of the 


Physiologist and Family Physician. 


Edited by 
SARA B. CHASE, A.M., M.D, 


Terms, $1.50 per year. Single copies 15 cts. 


Address . 
8, H. PRESTON, Business Manager, 


2t19 209 West 84th St., New York. 


BABY'S GUIDE TO HEALTH, 


. —0B— 
HOW TO PROMOTE AND PRESERVE THE 
HEALTH OF BABIES FROM THE TIME 
OF BIRTH TOTHEAGEOF'TWO 
YHARS OR MORE, IN ALL 


SEASONS AND CLIMATES. 


WILLIAM H. PRICE, M. D», 
Ex. A. A. Surgeon U. 8. Army.; Author of 
** Children’s Guide to Health," etc. 
PROE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 


“An Ounce of Prevention is better than a Pound of 
; Qure.” 


For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Elghth st.. N. Y. 


Issues of the Age. 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED ^ 
IN HODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 
price, $1.00. 


Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was atone time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus. 

. An admirably written, scholarly volume,— XN. 
Y. Graphic, 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific. philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced,—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought. He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
virations. —W. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION, 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 
Author of “The Essence of Christianity,” eto, 
Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts. (Formerly 75 cta.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 
Our politics. our ethics. our religion, our 
science. is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
Immorality of our age J—Zztraet. 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 

A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 

This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTA SEEKER., It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 


Price 10 cents. , M. BENNETT, 
14 Eighth Street.N. Y. Citv. 


WHAT IS MONEY? 


A DEBATE 
BETWEEN 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form, Price 3 cents. For sale at 
his office. 


MRS. H. S. LAKE 


OF CALIFORNIA 


Will receive calls to lecture before Liberal or 
Boiritualistie societies on moderate terms. 
The following are titles of some of her lectures: 


Infidel Integrity versus Christian Creed. 
' Separation of Church and State, f 
The spiritual Philosophy, what it is and what 
8 not. 
The Sunday Question. 
Thomas Paíue. Patriot and Hero. 
Crime and ite Causes; or, What shall we do 
to be saved 
After Liberalism. What ? 
Life beyond the Grave. 
Jesus Christ. the Reformer. 
The Three Tyrannies, 
The Old Error aud the New Truth. 
The Selentifle Aspect of Prayer. ete., eto. 


VOLUNTABY OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


A lecture replete with eloquence.—San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle. - 

She is & powerful advocate of the cause she 
has espoused.—San Jose Mercury. 

Mre. Lake is the best lady lecturer that hes 
ever apoeared before a Poriland audience.— 
Portland Oregonian. 

As & speaker sne is vastly superior to auy 
woman we hav ever heard; for beauty of dic- 
tion, depth of thought, and grace in delivery 
she is remarkable.—Salem (Or.) Record. 

he has the power of entrancing her audi- 

ence, and, by her eloquence, commanding the 

ERIS of those most opposed to her.— Corvallis 
azette, 

Mr», Lake is one of the finest orators we hav 
ever listened to. Oan hardly be excelled by any 
speaker on this coa8/, either man or woman.— 
Yreka Journal. 

Her eloquence and, masterly style giv evi- 
dence of a highly cultivated’ mind as wel] as a 
comovlete comprehension of her subject.—Hure- 
ka ( Nev.) Sentinel, 

Whatever cause she espouses has in her an 
advocate of more power and brilliansy than is 
usually found on the rostrum, and her infiu- 
ence will be felt wherever she goes,—Council 
Bluffs Nonpareil. X 

Pieasant appearance, graceful carriage, a 
good elocutionist, eloquent, using well-chosen 
language to express her ideas.—Clinton Herald, 

Mrs. Lake is a brilliant speaker, finely cul- 
tured, a trained elocutionist, and a powerful 
advocate of truth, reason, and constitutional 
liberty.—Le Claire Pilot. 


She may be addressed, Clinton. Iowa, 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Champagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and left as his 
“Last Will and Testament” to his perishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled “ Com- 
mon Sense,” 

This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the ristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 

The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 


century produced. Thomas aine’s 
of Reason "is mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire's "Philosophical Dictionary” is a 


basket of champagne compared with & cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav done a virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so well, 


PARTON. 
$1.50; paper, $1,00, 
ENNBT’Y, 19 tnghrh Rt. N. Y. 


FAMILY CREEDS, 


BY 


WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
Author of “ EXETER 
HALL,” “HEATHENS OF THE 


HEATH,” etc. 
To any who hav read either of this 


Price, cloth, 
D. MB 


favorite Liberal writers other ro- 
mances, it only need be said that this 


is not inferior to them. 468 pp. 


In cloth, $1.25. 


Forsaleby . 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y. 


ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, 


Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural Address 


and the famous articles of 
Prof. Tyndall ana Sir Henry Thompson 
ON PRAYER. 


With Portrait and Biographical Sketch of 
Prof. Tyndall. And opinions of his ser- 
vices by the eminent scientist, Prof. 


H. HELMHOLTZ, 

Paper, 12mo, 105pp., 25 cts.; cloth, heavy 
tinted paper, 50 gts. Inaugural and por- 
trait only, 12mo, Tain, 69pp., 10 cts, 
Prof. Tyndall has inaugurated a new era in 

scientific development, and has drawn the 

sword in a battle whose clash of arms will 
presently resound threugh the civilized world. 

—N. Y. Commercial Advertiser, ` : 

Prof. Tyndali Crosses the Rubicon.—It is the 
orening address of the president of the most 
mportant convention of scientific men in th 
worid. Every line of it breathes thought, 
power, eloquence. It is in many respects one 
of the most extraordinary, utterances of our 
time.—N, Y, Tribune, 


Liberal and Freethought Lecturer l 


SOCIALISM. 


A REPLY TO 
ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D. D. 
BY AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST. 
12mo, 67pp., 25 cts.; cloth, 50 cts. 


He biames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
ceives a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall. It is against hia 
passiveness that ‘Socialist’ cries out. Is there 
no help forthe miserable? he asks. The doc- 
trine that government should merely “protect,” 
he attacké, and insists that it should " assist,” 
also, While he does not believe that “ property 
ig robbery,” or wholly subscribe to “the world 
owes me & living," he affirms “the world owes 
me a chance to make a living.”—N. Y, Herald. 


A BUSINESS MAN'S RELIGIOUS 


AND SOCIAL VIEWS, 
- Extra cloth, 12mo, 206pp. Price $1. 


The &uthor's conception of & possible future 
life on this earth is really eloquent and beauti- 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see 
what & philanthropie business man has to say 
upon the social problem, from a Door man's 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the book. The bold and trenchant blows 


which he deals '" Society” in all its ramificas 
tions of corruption and inhumanity; his ear- 


nest and manly plea for the social regeneration 
of the lower classes—will. unless we are much 
mistaken, make the book the best-abused aud 
best-liked production of the day by these two 


classes respectively.— Critical Review. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 
IRON-OLAD SERIES. 


No. - ] 

: 1. Atonement, Charles Bradlaugh, .5 
2, Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake. 5 
7. Buddhist Nihilism. Prof, Max Muller... 10 
8. Religion ot Inhumanity. F, Harrison... 20 
9, Relaiion of Witeherattto Religion. Ly- 


Oharles Bradiaugh............. 


16. Why do Men Starve? Oharles Brad- 
FUP TOTEM TEC 
17. Logic of Life, Deduced from the Princi- 
vie of Freethought. G.J. Holyoake.. 
18, A Plea for Atheism. Oharles Bradlaugh, 
19. Large or Small Families ? A. Holyoake, 
20. Baperstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
m. Piit, Austin Hotyoake........... 


21. Defense of Secular Principles. O. Watts. 5 
22, Is the Bible Reliable? O, Watts......... 5 
23. The Christian Deiiy, O, Watts........... 5 
24. Moral Value of the Bible. C. Watigy.... 5 

25, Freethought and Modern Progress, C, 
ERA ET TET E MUT mI E s. 5 

26. Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. O. Watte.....-....-.... 5 
28, Thoughts on Atheism. A. Holyoake..... 5 

29. Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? A. Holyoake,..... eee B 
30. Philosophy ofSecularism. O., Watts,.... 6 
931. Has Man a Boul? Charles Bradlaugh... 6 
38, Is there a God? arles Bradlaugb..... 5 
89. Labor’s Prayer. Oharles Bradlaugh..... 5 
40. Poverty; Its Oause and Cure, . G. H. 10 
42, Science and Bible Antagonistic. Ô. Watts, 6 

43, hirisan Scheme cf Redemption. €. 
att8,. ree eese TTA e 5 

44, Logic of Death; or, Why should the 
Atheist Fear to Die. G.J. Holyoake. 10 


47. Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the Reople. Oharles Brad- 
&Ugh. «nere 


MANNA SERIES. 


3, Noy Sere of David. Oharles Bradlaugh. 
6, 200 Questions Without Answers........... 
6, Diaiogue Between a Christian Missionary 
and a Ohinese Mandarin.......... me 
7, Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bish- 
ops by & Weak but Zealous Christian. 
8, Search, After Heaven and Hell. A. Hol- 
yoake.......... eere aee tenter 
9, New Life of Jonah. Oharles Bradlaugh. . 
10. A Few Words About the Devil. Oharies 


radiaug. 
11. New Lite of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh, 
12. Daniel the Dreamer. A, Holyoakoe...... 
33. Specimen of the Bible: Esther. A. Hol- 


yO&aKO0....-....--eeen Py 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce, A, H 


DIT 


HOLVQAKO... ee eee ee cece eee eee rennen 
16. Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh.. 
17. Who Was Jesus Ohrist? Oharles Brad- 
&ugh. 
18. What Did Jesus Teach? Oharles Brad- 
AUEgb.icceseeecesteeneeoeero ses reisen reir 
19, New Lite of Abraham, Oharles Brad- 
CAT E 
20. New Life of Moses, Charles Bradiaugh, 
21. A Secular Prayer. A. Holyake. Per doz. 10 


The Best on this Theme Yet. 
“AN ESSAY ON THE BIBLE 


NARRATIVE OF CREATION.” 
By Augustus R. Grote, A.M. 


The Boston Commonwealth says: It is & ra- 
tionalistic examination of the seripture ac- 
count, with a conclusion that the literal teach- 
ing of the theory is injurious to the mind, as it 
proves an impediment to intellectual advance- 
men K 

The Boston Traveler says: He has given a 
clear, yet condensed, criticism from the liter- 
ary and scientific points of view, An eloquent 
and forcible protest against the tyranny of 
dogma. He endeavors to show that all efforts 
to reconcile science with a literal interpreta- 
tion of the account of Genesis must only end in 
confusion. 

The Popular Science Monthly says: The dis- 
crevancies between thetwo accounts are very 
fully indicated, and the different points of view 
from which they were written expleined. , . . 
Interesting chapte:s follow on the myths of the 
old world, which resemble those of Genesis. 
. » The book is characterized by directners of 
argument, and the best material has been dili- 
gently used. , . , he arch@>logist and 
philologist will find many new points in the 
book, which is noteworthy for its additions to 
science as well as for its_distinctive literary 
merits. Paper 40 Gente. or sale by 

D. M. BENNETT. 


Revelation, 


SS rr ee et 


READ THIS LIST 


OF 
STANDARD WORKS. 


Published by D. M. BENNETT, . 
141 Eighth St., New York, 


Whe World's Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers. By D. M. boxsNETT, 
Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER. Octavo; 
gecond edition; enlarged and revised. Being 
the biographies and important doctrines of 
the most distinguished teachers, philoso- 
phers, reformers, innovators, founders of 
new schools of thought aud religion, disbe- 
lievers in current theology, and the deepest 
thinkers and most active humanitarians of : 
the world, from, Menu down through the 
succeeding three thousand years to our own 
time, Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4; mo- 
rocéo, gilt edges, $4.50. 

The Champions of the Chureh: 
Their Crimes and Persecutions, By 
D. M. BExwNxTT. Biographical sketches of 
eminent Christians, from the time of the 
reputed founder of Christianity to the 

resent. A. companion book to **The 

orld’s Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” 
Containing a correct history of the distin- 
guished ornaments and diabolical characters 
of the church. A full account is given of 
the bloody wars which Christianity bas in- 
humanly waged to spread its rule. It also 
givesa history of Jesuitism for three centu- 
ries, The whole is based upon Christian 
authorities. Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4: 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Analysis of Religious Belief. By 
Viscount AMBERLEY, son of Lord John 
Russell, who was twice Premier of England. 
Complete, from the London edition. This 
remarkable work has attracted unusual atten- 
tion ia England. It is the work of a brilliant 
young lord of Christian parents, who was 
brought up in the Christian faith, but who, 
upon investigation and reflection, became a 
decided unbeliever ; the result of which is 
the elaborate work here named, the prepara- 
tion of which occupied him several years. 
Price, cloth, $3; leather, $45 morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

The Great Works of Thomas 
Paine, Complete. New edition. The 
Cheapest and best ever sold. Contains Life 
of Paine; his theological writings—the Age ` 
of Reason, Examination of Prophecies, 
Reply to Bishop Llandaff, Letter to Mr. 
Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter to Camille 
Jordan, Of the Religion of Deism ; his po- 
litical Mr cep cujus Sense, The Crisis 
(Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), and The Right.: 
of Man. All in one octavo volume, with a 
fine steel portrait of Paine. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $45 morocco, gilt, $4.50. 

Supernatural Religion: An En- 
quiry into the Reality of Divine 
Decidediy the ablest work 
in this line ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
terest than this. It was issued anonymously, 
and the great inquiry was, ‘‘ Who is the 
author ?” It is most damaging to the claims 
of Christianity, and its positions and state- 
ments have never been refuted by the clergy. 
It is very scholarly, and enters into the ex- 
amination of the original Greek in detail and 
with great exactness. Three 8vo volumes in 
one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 
which sells at $15.00. The London Zimes, 
in speaking of this great work, uses this lan- 
guage: ‘‘No book published in the world, at - 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 
and effect on the thinking part of the com- 
munity as this work, It has done more to 
open the eyes of the ignorant and eredulous, 
and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and 
superstition, than any other book.” Pub. 
lished complete in a volume of 1,000 pages, 
with a fullindex, at the following low prices: 
Cloth, $4; leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, 
$5.50. 

Nature’s Revelations of Charac- 
ter; or, Physiognomy Illustrated, 
Being the moral and volitave dispositions of 
mankind as manifested in. the human form 
and countenance. By Josk?E Simms, M.D. 
This work is the fruit of twenty years’ dili- 
gent observation of nature, and presents a 
new and complete analysis and classification 
of the powers of the human mind and body, 
together with the physiognomical signs by 
which every faculty is disclosed. In one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 260 
cuts. Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4; mo- 
rocco, gilt edzes, $4.90. 

Paine’s Theological Works. In 
one volume, comprising Age of Reason, Ex-- 
amination of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop 
Llandaff, Letter to Mr. Eskine, Essay on 
Dreams, Of the Religion of Deism, ete., 
with a Life and fine steel portrait of Paine, 
Cloth, $1.50, 

Paine’s Political Works. In one 
volume, comprising Common Sense, The 
Crisis (Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), The Rights 
of Man, and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait. Cloth, $1.60. 

The Age of Reason. By Tromas 
Paine. Large type. Paper, 26 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. 

The Age of Reason and the Ex: 
amination of Prophecies. By Taom- 
AB Pains. Large type, Paper, $0 cents; 
cloth, Y cents. 

Common Sense. By Tuomas PAINS, 
Hig first and most important political work, 
Paper, 25 cents, 
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INTL ERC 
$ GCPERRS 


OPEN LETTER 
TO THE 


St Johns School Board 


' M. BABCOCK. 


This book eontaina an in- 
avired PHOTOGRAPH of the 
OD that’s being worshiped at 
the expense of the district in 
our public schools: the God 
tbat" overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that’s wanted in the 
Oonstitution; the gentleman 
that owns some three Dillion 
dollars’ worth of | untaxed 
church property ; the "so-help- 
me” God that makes a lie the 
truth in court; the God that 
governors besought to stop the 
yellow fever, which he didn’t 
do, The picture is worth the 
price of the book. 
Price, 25 cents. For sale by 


SYITION; | 


The Religion of “Believe or be Damned.” 


THEOLOGY AT WORK. « 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth street, New York. 


ANDREW STONE, M.D., 


Physician for the Last Twenty-three 
. Years to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
gienic Institute, Founder of the 
New Magnetic College, and 
Author of “The New 
Gospel of Health,” 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmonary 
Consumption, Asthma, Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 
Diphtheria, Catarrh, and ali diseases of the air 
passages, by inhalation of his system of cold or 
cool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach from being 
perverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 

een the practice of antiquated systems, 


By this WONDERFULLY PERFEOTED sys- 
tem, patients are successfully treated at their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
outthe necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—based 
in the first place, upon a searching DIAGNOSIS 
of eaoh case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning’s urine (urinary Sanguinis), showing 
the condition of the blood, or psychometric ex- 
amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 
both,as may be deemed essential, Where per- 
sonal presence is not had. 


FEES.—For the firat month, $15, including 
analysis and diagnosis; or $35 for & course 0 
three months’ treatment, securing inhaler, with 

hiehever one of the following in aling vapors 
8 found be needed, viz. The Ba im, he 
Tonic, The Expectorant, The Anti-Asthmatic, 
The Anti-Hemorrhagic, The Anti-Septic, The 
Magnetic Blood. Also, with effectual reme- 
dies for Cough, for Night Sweats; Vital Tonics 
Magnetio Embrocations and Plasters for relief 
of Pain and Soreness, and every medicament, 
magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to each 
patient. Thousands of patients are thus an- 
nually successfully treated at their own homes 
that are not personally attended, because, un- 
der the wonderful development of the new dis- 
pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
stantly deputed in each case. bringing about 
wonderful visible effects. 


Lessons of instruction and discipline in 
Urinology. :in Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 
gressive physicians that cannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 

he art of healing taught in this College com- 
bines the science of Animal and Vital Magnet- 
ism, Medicated plectrioity, Equalizing and Ad- 
justing the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 
using into the Blood and Brain and Nervous 
System Vital Force by Impartation and Indue- 
tion of Psychic Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince of Healers, 


The vitalizing magnetic ower of healing by 
Sun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
. ed deficient primates, and causing elimination 
of effete matter by cutaneous secretion, The 
doctrine taught at this College is emphatically 
to construct, to build uv, to nourish and develop 
the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength, 


Analysis and full report of case made for $5, 
{ndependent of any treatment. ackages 
transmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 
Hon, and stamps for return answers must be 
inclosed in all cases, or no reply will be . made. 


Address, ANDREW Sronz, M. D., Con- 
sulting and Attending Physician, Bowery 
Place, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y. 17 


—M——————M d —ÓÁ——Ó————— 


CHRONIC DISEASES. 


mbraeing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 

iseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes. physical and social, leading 
to them are plalrly treated py that plainest o 
books, PLAIN E TAL EMBRACING 
MEDICAL COMMON SENSE — neariy 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DH. E. B. FOOTE, 
of 120 Lexington Ave. New York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19, 1878. Mr. Bennett’s 
TRuTH SEEKER thus Speaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medica] publications; “ We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives an 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medical works possess the highest vaiue, 
and hav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who. to- day, 
stand reacjy to bear willing testimony to the 

reat benefit they hav derived from the physio- 

ogical, hygienic, pnd moral lessons which he 
^ biy imparted. 
hag 5o ably DD PAIN HOME TALK are a 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE. Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion. by mail, postage prepaid, only $1.50, Oon- 
fants table E SUBLISHING COMPANY 

ý 129 Hast 28th Btreet New York. 


JUST OUT! 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
AETH Containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 

1.25. 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr, Ingersoll has made against the P-ntateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 
hlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
neorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic. inimitable in its «tyle. and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, aod pathos, 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
. By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50. 

Small Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment, Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hay at leact one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By S8agony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or large Size , , à% 40 Gente 
Photo or card size sheet ls 20 " 
Life-size Lithograph, 21x27, , oo 7 


Postage paid. 
D. M. BENNETT. 
141 Eraura BT.. NEW Yonx. 


j d . e 
O bo SQUE E S "msc 


ON & CQ Portland Maina. 


$66 a week in your own town. Terms and 
$5 outfit free. Address H. HALLETT & 
CO.. Portland. Maine, 1y21 


$72 A WEEK. $12a day at home easily made, 
Outfit free. Address Taux & Oo., Augusta, 
Maine. 1v3! 


W. S. Bell’s Lectures. | 


1. Yhomas Paine. 
2, Jesus Christ. 


1. Hell, and Persecution. 

2, What Has Freethought to Of- 
fer in Place of Christianity ? 

3. Revivals of Religions. 


PRESS NOTICES. 


He is a good speaker, a perfect gentleman, 
a scholar, and well acquainted with the subjects 
on which he speaks._ONg oF HIS AUDIENCE, 
in “Ipswich Chronicle.” 


Mr, Bellis a profound thinker and an elo- 
quent speaker. His points are clear and dis- 
tinct, and he does not fail to convince—" Huli's 
Orucible.” 


Mr. Bell is a gentleman of fine scholarly at- 
tainments and a very pleasing speaker.—''Ban- 
ner of Light,” 

Mr. Bell is a pleasing spenker, polite to oppo- 
nents, but, of course, radical in his views.— 
" Marietta Register." 


Bro. Bell is a first-class speaker, and handles 
his subjects in a masterly manner.—M R8, FRANK 
KoERNE, in "Boston Investigator.” 


He is a gentleman of recognized superior 
ability not only as a public speaker, but in the 
use of his pen.—" New Bedford Signal.” 


For terms, etc., address . 
W, S$. BELL, 
No. 73 Fourth 8t., Naw BEDFORD, Mass. 


JUST ISSUED, 
A FREE HOOK FOR THE SICK. 
Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 


‘shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 


cured by an original system of practice, It con-. 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to BA cost of mailing. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO, 
129 East 28th Street, N, X. 


[Sixteen Saviors or None; 


| EPITOME 


OF THE 


JUST OUT! 
Positive Philosophy 
AND 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


Mm iid 4t Theog. RELIGION 5 HUMANITY. 
The ap de B Conner THIRD EDITION, with CHART and INTRO- 


PUCTION. By T. B. WAKEMAN, Esa, 
Just out. Price, 25 cents. | 


KNOW THYS ELF! 


; By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. Perry's “ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One,” Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. | 


Second Edition. i 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work is a review of Kersey Graves’ * Sixteen 
| Orucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel wortd against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr, Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr& Perry'a 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy.. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his * Ecclesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr, Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
selves, nut condemn-each other, showing some cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
of them ara not qualified to act as witnesses in ten timesthe price ofthebook., Bound in French 
the case. This feature of the work is really eloth: orice on!y $1, sent by mail post-paid. 
laughable., It shows not only the utter failure The London Lancet says: “No person should 
of Mr, Perry to prove what he designed, but that be without this valuable book, The author isa 
some of his witnesses seem to turn " state’s evi- noble benefactor,” . 
dence" against him and testify for Mr, Graves.: An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 6 cents for postage. ; 
from many of the ablest authorities of the — Theauthor refers by permisrion to JOS, BR, 
world an amount of historical testimony FISHER, President; W,1. P. INGRAHAM. vico- 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- President; W. PAINE. M.D.; 0.8. GAUNTT, 

The work is enlivened by numerous anec- : DO . H. KLINE, M.D.; 
erry's &bsurdities, LYNC ; 


HE untold miseries that re- 
sult from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medieai wor 


mil ame te or, Self Preservation. Ex- 
hausted vilatity, nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 

Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. It is a standard medical work, 
the best inthe English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded a gold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains baauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings, Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 


Mum Bata des 
, No. nch street, 

Boston, Mass. The author HEAL 
| may be consuited on all di 


LOVE AND TRANSITION; PEE smm" THYSELF 
FROM 


AN EPIC AND ARGUMENT. 


190 Pagos well bound, . , , $1.00 BEHIND THE BARS 


WOMANS WAY OUT: . A SERIES OF LETTERS 
Thirty-five Essays on Dress , , 10cents, WRITTEN BY 


D. M. BENNETT 


WHILE IN PRISON IN 


LUDLOW-STREET JAIL. 


SHOWING THE 
Injustice of his Mock Trial aid 
the Meanness of his Perse- 
' cutors, with Reports of a 
Large Number of Un- 
just Persecutions in 
Europe and in 
this Country. 
ALSO GIVING A ' 


Succinct Account of the 
Thousands of Christian Perse- 
cutions that hav Taken Place in 
the Centuries Gone. The Cruelties 
which hav been Practiced on Un- 
believers are Fully Shown, to 
which is added some of 


MR. BENNETT’S 
LETTERS FROM THE ALBANY 


PENITENTIARY. 


650 pp., 12mo, with stee] plate engraving 
of the author. Price, $1.50. 


Revelations of Antichrist 


CONCERNING . 
Christ and Christianity, 


“This volume gives us mountains of eyid 
that the Ohrist of the Bible was never born, 


Woman, and Child,” “ Declaration of Independ- | moro crucified. never died. ... it contains 


ence,” " Farming in Ijinois “Speech at Oin- mure deep researches into tbe far back pages 


NI. of antiquity than any volume J ever read 
sionat The Pest ses Before Me Like a| AntromnIsT proves from history that James 


Kepha (Cephas. alias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. , ve 
Photographs of Mr. Ingersoli, by Barony, the | 80f0re_the Onristian era, and so did Jesus 


odlobrated artist of Now York, af e following | Gutustogadced, many Chris and many by the 
prices: 2 


of Liberal works I hav placed this last ! 
Imperial, or large size. ...«..... 40 cents, acquisition first and foremost of ail." ee 
Photo, or card $i26............. 20 cents. 


The book contains 446 rine BLINKER, 
Life-size lithograph, 21x21...... 50 cents, pazes with a very ful 
Postage paid, 


Index and tabie of contents. Price, $200, 
Either of the above Volumes 


THE ROOT OF THE MATTER, 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25. S AMSON H 


PROGKESS vs. FASHION: 


Full Essay on Dress,10 cts., post paid, from 
this office. 


Six Lectures on Astronomy. 


By Pror., RICHARD A. PROOTOR. 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city, in the winter of 1875-6,and were re. 

orted honographicaliy expressly tor THE 

BUTH SEEKER iss M. 8. Gontcharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever dee. 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents, 


The titles of the Lectures are: 


I, Growth of Worlds 
I. Life and Death of Worlds. 
IIL Other Worlds than Ours, 
IV, Other Suns than Ours, 
V. The Great Mysteries of the Universe. 
VI. Religion and Astronomy. 


:D. M. RENNETT. 141 Wigbth at,. N. Y. 


l . LECTURES OF 
R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION; 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures." _ 
CowTENTS,—'"The Gods,” “Humboldt,” “Thos, 


Paine,” Individuality,” "Heretics and Her- 
esios,” Price, 50 cents. 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures.” 
OonreNnts,—" The Ghosts,” “ Liberty of Man, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth Bt, New York, | A M. vth - Storv. of the Sun. 
THE The Gospel of the Kingdom Ac- 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, cording £o the Holy Men 
OR THE 


ef Old. 


Rising and the Waning Faith.| qe author of these works finds the Bibte 
largely mythical in its character. He presents 


An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE [usa number, of copies io be disposed of in the 
y - 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the BELIGION chase wil therefore ald Tan avia Sanka (0 
amount Oo fr purchase, 0 $ 
of HUMANITY. Justout By Bennett fund as they may choose, iu TR 
COURTLANDT PALMEB Samson, 20 cents; Gospel of the Kingdom, 


Price, 25 cents. vols., each. 80 Gents, 


The Truth Seeker, May 13, 1880. 


NEW BOOKS 


Truth Seeker:^? 
Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER, 
12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cta. 


This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 
character of the origin of tne religion of 


Ohrist. 
ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Theology Ete. 


BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 


This is a collection of. Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefly intended to 


uphold the theory of the stability of matter 


and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 75 cents, 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, tars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc. 

B HALSEY R, STEVENS. 
Extra loth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 


A concise account of the Ohristian religion. 
and all the promínentgreligions before and 
since Ohris!ianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, * 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


LOVE VieNTURES. 


A rose tinted record of love in the tropics, 
with strange a d startling adventures thereto 
belonging. Price, 50 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $1.00. 


. e 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar Conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 


BY C, G. DAVID. 
Price, 75 cents. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: | 


' A critical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TT, Professor of Philosophy at tne Lieso Dante, 
Fiorence. Extra cloth, 12mo0, 327 pp. $2.00. 


Through Home On. 


À Memoir of Ohristian and Antichristian 
: Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATEBS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp. . . $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
BY GEORGE REBER. . 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00. 
Mr. Reber giv8 an interesting account of the 


various sects and ereeds which antedated the 
formation of the Ohri-tian church. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 


to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting, 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
1$1n0.48 pp; paper, 20 cts.; flexible cloth, 35 cts. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 


BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. . $ 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Ohris- 


tiíanity 
This is a vory valuable and concise work, and 
‘states in plain andi unmistakable language the 


reasons why Ohristianity is a failure. Price, 50 
‘gents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
OTHER PAPERS. - 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents, 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment , 


and the State Personaltty Idea. 


« BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 
Paper, 12mo, 63 pages; price, 25 cents. 


ON SALE. 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, | 
wholesale and retail, with “The | 


‘| etc., treated with equal success, 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove. $ 


Sexua) Diseases, Spermatorrhoa, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer 
other. causes, producing some of the fol. 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal. Emis 
sions (night emissions. by. dreams), Dimness+ 
of Sight, Defective memory, Physical Decay. 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Society of Fe. 
malés, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow. 
er, ete,, ete.. rendering marriage improper or 
iunhapvy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor's latest and gre#test medical disesvery. 
&ndiwhich he has so far prescribed for thie 
banetul complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Irsane asylums, many ha 
Falling Sickness— Fits; others upon the verge 

consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves, 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi 
cated from the system.  Gooorrhoea, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Plies, and other 
private diseases quiekly cured, All diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhea, 


Dz. R. P. FeLLows has within the Jast fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked On as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given uo by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the «id of Dr. Fellows’ Val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skiil. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained tho same eminence, or ra‘her the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows, His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med. 
icines to reach tha cause of th» complaint in- 
tended, and a: last subdue it. place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


|. PRIVATE MEDIOAL COUNSELOR 


. Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhosa, and eontain- 
ing cures sworn to before a.magistiate, which 
is positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doctor's great skill. 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Inclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 


{From the Western Reformer.] 
“DR. R. P. FELLOWS 


is a highly educated and scientific physician. 
He hay an Original system of practice. and is 
perte reliable and trustworthy. e hav 

eard many flattering reports of his successful 
cures of diseases incident to humanity.” 


ARARE, The Commoner.’ 


The most Radical, Anti-Ring, Anti-Clique, 
Anti-Monopolistic Greenback-Labor Paper 
in the world. Published weekly, $1.50 per 
ear, 
? Bland's “Lifa of B. F. Butler," oneof the most 
readable books ever written., Over 200 pages; 
price.50 cents, Wesend the " Life of Butler’ 
and the "Commoner " three months, to any 


n dregg 
address, for 50 cents MOSES HULL & 00., 
2ts 46 School St.. Boson, Mass. 


A Few Words About 
the Devil, 


And Other Biographical Sketches 
and Essays. 


BY CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 


Second editiou, with Portrait and Autobiog- 
raphy. Extra cloth, gold back and 
side stamp, 12mo, 260 pp., 

| price, $1 25. 

Displays much learning and research,—The 
Democrat. 

In fine, there ig much that is noble about him. 
—The Advance. denke Tdni 

His position is defined and defended in a 
spirit of reverence for the truth.— Chicago Eve. 
i Journal, 

In a handsome volume before us Ohas, Brad- 
laugh has “A Few Words” to say” About the 
Devil" Mr. Bradlaugh bas a right to his " few 
words," and the devi! will, we presume, at no 
' distant day, hav a “few words” to gay to Mr. 
Bradiaugh, and will doubtless get the best of 
tbe argument.—Chicago Interior. 

We should insist, were we in any way con- 
nected with the government of theological 
‘schools, on their perusal of this work by the 

youth fitting under our charge for the duties 

nnd the responsibilities of the pulpit, ey 
will flud Mr. Bradlaugh no common man, and 
i they will be introduced by him to persons and 
thoughts which cannot fail to be of use in their 
profeenianal studies. New Haven Palladium. 

Loi eii ae El ag Aha a a Gc 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
Davs in Athens. 


Being the Translation of a Greek Mes, dis 
covered in Herculaneum, 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Containing a copy of the head of Epicurus, 
Price 15 cents, For sale by 
ENNETT, 


D. M. B 
| ` 141 8th street, Now Xork, N. Y. 


ures all forms of Private, Chronic, and | do 


ears, and. 


JUST PUBLISHED! 
A New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY, 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 
Graduate of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College 
and the New York Phrenological 


Institute. 


Thia work i8 intended both as & chart for the 
use of phrenologists and a text-book for stus 
dents cf phrenology. As a Chart it will be 
found fuller and more complete ‘han any other 
work of its siza on this subject. I: evntains in 
addition to the “Table of Davelopm-nts,’’ one 
of "Adaptation to Different Pursuits,” and one 
of Conjugal Adaptation.” "These tables being. 
verfectly easy to understand, are calculated to 
render the work at orce both interesiing and 
useful, The work contains also full and clear 
déseriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
functions, health, etc., and all the faculies and 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
^f development, along with exeeilent rules for 
health and self-improvement, Ir explanation 
| of the principles of phrenologv, ete., and its 
other important remarks will be found well 
adapted to the needs of students and others 
who may desire to acquire an elementary knowl- 
edge of phrenolegy wl:h as little outlay of 1ime 
and labor as possible, In short, thie work will 
be found well adapted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and phrenologteal examinera. 

The work contains 105 pagos, with an excellent 
map of the head, showing the locations of all 
the faouk ien. &nd is handsomely printed Bas 
bound. Price, paper, 50 centa; cloth, ants, 

ddress D. X. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8 ,, N. Y. 


DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


“MEDICAL GOOD SENSE 


PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 


—EMBBACING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYBIOLOGI- 


CAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2, It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute an 
chronic diseases, It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s xual relations 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 before 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, Well bound, mailed free, Contents table 
sent free for stamp. 


DR. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Liberal friends and patients throughout 
the United States and Canadas that he is, as 
usual, treating ' 


ALL OHRONIO DISEASES, 


and positively curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced incurable. Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr. K, is m»etiug with re- 
markabie success in curing obstinate cases of 
Spermatorrhos, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes, Epilepsy, 
Paralysis, Neuralgia Rheumatism,  Oatarrh, 

sthma.. Bronchitis, Consumption, Dysentery, 
Piles, Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, 
Genital Organs, and all diseases of women. 
Consultation Free, Addresa 

T. R. KINGET, M. D.. 
817 East i4th Nt., New York. 
Questions for Inva ids free. 


FIFTY CENT 
Will pay for 
DR. FOOTES HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year «nd for the AMEBIOAN ILLUSTRAT- 
ED PaBoNouN'ING Poorer DIOTIONARY, con« 
taining 30,000 words. 
ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR, FOOTE'S 


HEALTH MONTHLY 


For one year and for a large center-table book 
containing the Complete Works of Shikapere | 
o not forget to send 25 cents to pay pos:age or 
85 cents if vou want it registered. Addr s8 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING 00., 
199 E 28 b st, New York city. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, °`- 


Author of “ The Iliad: of the East,” ** Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold: 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25, - x 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets. but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 


Power aloquence, and originality character- 
ize *‘ Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
quu among modern novels.—Illustrated Lon- 
Ti LVEWS. U N 


An independent and respectable study. of 
character in the law cf circumstance sneh as 
even*George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic comoosi'ion. 
with a sound moral expraseed, though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas, — Westminster Review. 


D. M. BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Eighth 8t.. N.Y 


Martyrdom of Man, 


A Compendium of Universal History 
BY WINWOOD READE. 
SECOND EDITION. 


Large clear type, toned paper, broad mar- 
gins, extra cloth, 12mo, 543 pp., $1.75. 


Mr. Reade's historica! survey of the world of 
nature and man, marvelous as it ia, in its mul- 
titude of details, in its comprehensive sweep. 
in its terae, splendid paragr»phs, in its evi- 
dence of wide and careful reading, and its gen- 
eral accuracy, gives theimpression of a reading 
as immense as that of Hume, Gibbon, or of 
Buckle, 

Ex'TRAOT.— The good in this world predom- 
inates over the bad; the good is ever in^reas- 
ing, the bad is ever diminishing. But,if God is 
ove. why ia there any bad at all? Is the world 
like a novel. in which the villains are put in to 
make it more dramatic, and in which virtue 
only triumphs in the third volume? It is cer- 
tain that the feelings of the created hav in no 
way been considered. If, indeed, there were a 
judgment-day. it would be for man to appear at 
rhe. bar, not as a criminal. bur as an accuser, 
What has he donethat he should be subjeeted to 
& life of torture and temptation? God might 
hav made us all happy. and he has made us 
miserable. Is that benevolence? God might 
hav made us all pure, and he has made us ali 
sinful. Ia that the perfection of morality? If 
I believed in this man-created God, in this 
divine Nebuchadnezzar, I would say, You can 
make me livin your world. O Oreator, but you 
cannot make me admire it; you can load me 
with chains, but you cannot make me flatter 
you; you ean send me to hell-flre, but you can- 
not obtain my esteem, And if vou condemn me, 
you condemn yourself. If [ hav committed 
sins, you invented them, which is worse. Ifthe 
watch you hav made does not go well, whose 
fault is that? Is it rational to damn the wheels 
and the springs ? . i 

AUTHOBITIES.—On Egypt, Wilkinson, Rawlin- 
son's Herodotus, Bunsen; Ethiopia or Ab- 
yssinia, Bruce, Baker, Lepsius; Carthage. Hee- 
ren's African Nations, Niebuhr. Mommsen; 
East. riea, incent’s : Periplus, Guliiain. 
Hakluyt Boeciety’s Publications; Moslem Af- 
rica (Centra!), Park, Oaille. Donham and Olap- 
perton, Lander, Barth, Ibn Baruta, Leo Afri- 
canus; Guinea and ‘South Africa,- Azurara, 
Barros, Major, Hakluyt Purchas. Livingstone, 

Assyria, Sir H. Rawlinson, Layard; India, 
Max Muller, Webber; Persia, Heerene’. Asiatic: 
Nations; O»ntral Asia, Burnes, Wolff, Vambery; 
Arabia, Niebuhr. Oaussin de Perceval, Sprenger, 
Deutach, Muir, Purekhardt, Burton. Palgrave: 
Palestine, Dean Stanley, Renan, Dollinger, Spi- 
neza, Robinson, Neander, 


Greece, Grote, O. Meller, Curtius, Heerens 
Lewes. Taine. About, Becker’s Oharicles; Rome 

ibbon, Macaulay. Becker’s Gallus; Dark Ages 
Hallam, Guizot, Robertson, Prescott, Irving; 
Philosophy of History, H-rder, Buckle, Oom:e, 
Lecky, Mill, Draper; Belenee, Dirwin, Lyell, 
Herbert Spencer, Huxley, Tyndall, Vestiges of 
Oreation, Wailace, Tylor. Lubbock. 

It is really a remarkable book, in which uni- 
versal history is *' boiled down” with surprising 
skili."—Literary World. 

You turn over his pages with a fascination 
similar to that experienced in reading Wash- 
ington Irving.—Inter- Ocean. 

His history has a continuity a rush, a carry- 


ing power, which reminds us strikingly of Gib- THE . - 
bou.—New Haven Palladim. Ue 
The sketch of early Egyptian history,in the ] 
first chapter, is a masterpiece of historical writ- Anonymous Hypothesis 
lug. He has a etyle that reminds us of Macau- OF E i 
lay.— Penn Monthly. 
We could scarcely hav supposed it possible for L1 
any writer. h wever gifted, to put into one vol- Creation. 
able Seu lonann odio, and Taspitig| A brief Review of the so-called Mosa 
abie in WW " u 3 n ns n - 
[14e v dd, rper piring | A brief ME TA called Mosaic 
ccount, 


BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Cloth; price 50 gents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St.. N, Y. 


GREENBACK-LABOR — CHRONICE 


Hon. P. M. Fooa, ) Ep'as, | Founded by SOT.ON 
OOL, J. H. BLOOD, d CHASE in 1874. 
HE Oldest, Li vest, Oheapest,Greenback-Labor 
Journal in the country. 

Devoted to the interests of labor, the econom- 
ical and just distribution of the products of 
labor, and a scientific financial system—one 
that will not rob labor to enrich idleness. 

PLATFORM. 
1. The United S ates paper dollar to be the 


Philosophy of Spiitualism, 


unit of v due, bearing thia imprint: United / AND THE 

ogeier on Dolar, eee proc lb thologY and T f 
e dues and legal tender for Se 
2. s is mediato payment at the bonded debt atno 0gv an reatment 0 
Gerding to. he right reserved to pay it before : 1 

matn rity by Saction 3693, Revised Statutes, U. B, |. Mediomania. 
Dog uctor | aie 58 

statrs. cou 1 ; 

after five years, in twenty annual installments, TWO LECTUR . 

at one per cent per annum tax, BY 


4. Government conduct of püblle transporta- 
tion and telegraphs. 

5. Government aid to homestead settlers, 

6 Universal adult suffrage. - 

7. Abolition of legal debts. 

8. Aboli'ion of the death-penalty by U. S. law, 
and the substitution of reformatory labor for 
punishment by imprisonment for crime. 

4 large 82-column paper, Dlain type, $1,00 a 
year, in adyauc; § mouths, 25 Gants, Seud for 
sample copy. General B; Y subgor{ oer receives 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Fre- Medical College 
for Women. 

Read before the New York Liberal Olub, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 

Gioth: price $0 cents. For sale by 
X M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St. N. Y, 


“Poe Life of General B, utler," as a pre- 
mium, & book of several hundred pages, and a: 
authoritative biogravhv of this distinguishe: 
PATE FOGG, BLOOD & CO., Auburn, Me., 
Pub Ig. i 


Vol. 7. No. 21. { 


FUBLISHED WEEKLY 
BY D. 9i. BENNETT. 


|] New York, Saturday, May 22, 1880. 


SCIENCE HALL, 141 8th St., 
NEAR BROADWAY. 


} $3 per Year. 


Notes and Clippings 


THERE are said to be at this moment more ed- 
itors in than out of prison in Russia. 


AN apple threw the first man. Since then it 
has sorter let the business out to the banana. . 


Tue railway to the top of Vesuvius is now 
completed, and its formal inauguration will 
take place this month. 


Tue task of transforming Rome into a mod. 
ern city has proved a very costly affair, and the 
undertaking is now at a halt from lack of fur- 
ther funds, ét 


THE, trustees of the Rev. J. H. Hartley's 
church in Olncinnati hav asked him to resign 
on account of his habit of borrowing money 
and never paying, i 


Tue Rev. Mr. Perrin. of Springfield, pro- 
claims from. his pulpit that checkers, chess, 
backgammon, and croquet are sinful under 
any circumstances. 


An Iowa clergyman has resigned from the 
ministry on account of his eyes. He can see 
well enough with them, but they are so gro- 
teequely crossed that he thinks they destroy his 
~aseluluess In the pulpit... = - ee ^ 

A BOLD, bad man in Kokomo.reeently broke 
up & church sociable, at which conundrums 
were being given. by asking why women were 
like flowers, and then, after everybody had 
given it up, replying that they shut up when 
they sleep, ^  - 


Tur Baptists of San Francisco hav turned 
their backs on Brother Kalloch, and are anxious 
to push him out from their fraternity. The 
present complication of political and ecclesi 
astical mishaps shows this brother ina very 
unlovely light. 


THE inmates of the monastery on Mount 
Ararat had so little to do that old Satan found 
work for their idle hands. The prior and sev- 
eral of his subordinates hav been arrested ona 
charge of making bogus Russian- money, both 
silver and paper. 


Or all the nations living under the scepter of 
the Ozar the Jews are the best educated. The 
proportion of the Jews in Russia is one Jew to 
every twenty Russians; while inthe colleges the 
proportion of students is one Jewish scholar to 
every six Russians, 


Tu increasing number of spelling reformers 
in Europe and America has created a desire 
among the members of the various associations 
forsome means of strengthening the bond of 
union. There is some talk of an International 
Congress of Spelling Rsformers, to be held in 
London or on the continent inthe autumn. 


"VAT Flatbush, a boy who had charge of a very 
stubbora donkey was one day beating it un- 
mercifully because it would not go, when the 
minister of the parish. coming up, censured 
him for his cruelty. The boy resented the in- 
terference, and. exclaimed: "I'm sure you 
. needn’t Care, it’s none o’ your congregation,” 


Most of theshops in Athens hav been kept 
open on Sunday. Recently a priest of the Greek 
church has griatly exercised himself to put 
this practice down, His sermons against it 
were attentively istened to bythe shopkeepers, 
who hav now agteed to keep their establish- 
ments Closed on the Day of Rast. That Greek 
priest would hav hh hands fuillin New York. 


LITTLE Georgie vas taken to church last 
Sunday for the firsttime, Of course he was 
plied with questions vhen he got home—what 
did he think of this, tmt, and the other? What 
did he see and what dil he hear? “ What did 
the minister say, George?" asked his mother. 
“He said, ‘Dreat Dod! dust way. papa did 
toddet day when he was putting down tarpet 
aud hit his finger wiv um :ammer.” 


For the sake of peace, theio-called Ritualistic 
church of 8t, Clement, in Philadelphia, has 
consented to ** put in abeyane " such of its cer- 
emonies as hav awakened thtire of the Stand. 
ing Committee of the diocese and the official 
censure of the bishop. At thesame time poth 
the rector and the vestry tell al concerned, in 
pretty plain language, that ther gonsider this 
interference in their affairs unvarranted and 
impertinent, not to say unchristin, 


WHEN Col. Ingersoll lectured in Boston the 
Boston theater wasn’t big enough to contain his 
audience. Otis Mills followed Ingersoll with a 
review of his lecture. treating the subj-ct *' by 
the light of Christianity and spirit of truth.” 
Extraordinary efforts were made to secure an 
audience, and it is said that just forty-three 
were in attendance, We speak of this to show 
on which side the people stand and not at all as 
evidénce that Ingersoll is right or the other 
man wrong.— Winsted Press.. 


CouRTLANDT PALMER wrote in response to an 
invitation to attend the D. M, Bennett Reception 
in New York: " The very reason why the bigots 
put him (Bennett) in the penitentiary isthe very 
reason why I support him, viz., because I differ 
radically in my opinions from him, from his 
paper, and from 'Cupid's Yokes,’ for mailing 
which he was convicted.” There is nobility and 
broad liberality in that sentiment which every- 


-| body should cultivate, The first thought of the 


bigot is to suppress, and if he has the power he 
uses it. The first thought of the honest, broad- 
souled man is that when truth and error are 
given equal opportunities truth will inevitably 
triumph.— Winsted Press. 


Tur venerab'e Henry White, when Professor 
of Theclogy at Union.Seminary, was much an- 
noyed by & young upstart who preferred clr- 
cumlocution to plain English. and who had a 
misty way of expressing himself. He asked this 
student in what the happiness of heaven con- 
sisted. The young man pompously replied, 
‘In a proper balance of the intellect and sensi- 
bilities.” The professor th:n asked with a 


pleasantly sarcastic smile, "Suppose you had | 


been on a visit to the sea-shore, and should say 
on your return that you had enjoyed there ‘a 
proper balance of the intellect and sensibili- 
ties '—would. that mean an oyster or a clam ?” 
The self-confident young person became ao 
befogged that he was speechless, amid the 
mirth of his fellow-studenta.. 


QUESTIONS IN AsTRONOMY.—I soo that George 
R. Cather says, in the Sun of April 16: ‘If the 
earth were struck out of existence, the moon 
would still go on around the sun as unconcern- 
edly as though Mr. Davis and Prof. Proctor had 
not raised the question about its motion; and 
if the sun were suddenly annihilated, the moon 
would still go on around the earth as if nothing 
had happened." Mr, Oather does not bring 
proof to baek his bold assumption. If he 
should attempt to do so he might not succeed 
any better than “ Urana" did when he attempt- 
ed to support Prof. Proctor in saying that the 
"moon does not revolve around the earth." 
Allow me to ask Mr. Cather a question: Does 
the moon go any further through space than the 
earth does in their journey around the sun? 
The question is asked for information,—Silas 
Davis in Sun. 


THE Rev. William J, Bridells was pastor of a 
Presbyterian church at Marietta, Pa, for eight 
yeare, and during all of that timehe made peri- 
odical visits to Philadelphia, where, with boon 
companions, he indulged in the pleasures of 
drunkenness, These indulgences were finally 
suspected by membsrs of hischurch, and he re- 
signed; but there were no formal proceedings 
against him,and he immediately became pas- 
tor of the Lehigh avenue Presbyterian church, 
Philadelphia. His wife kept his secret until 
her jealousy was aroused by his obvious love 
for a pretty widow. Then she not only exposed 
him to the church Officials, but took every bit of 
furniture out-of the house—all being her prop- 
erty—leaving him lying on a bare floor. His 
‘Presbytery has expelled him, and he has been 
sued for the board of the widow, with whom he 
has lived since hie disgrace. 


SowE of the outspoken who attended the 
Methodist General Conference at Cincinnati 
criticise the brethren for thelr lack of devotion- 
al habits. Jtis said that during the hour when 
the Conference engages in prayer and praise 
there are from eighty to one hundred and Afty 
of its members in the lobby, chatting on miscel- 
laneous matters, and it is further said that just 
before the election of bishops most of these 
brethren were labhying aad pulling wires for 
their favorite candidates. This being done, 
they could cheerfully go inside and join in ask- 
ing the Lord to direst the casting of the vote so 
that it might result in the selection of men who 
would be acceptable and well-pleasing in his 


sight. Many of the brethren are unhappy over 
the way the election has resulted, especially as 
the four new bishops are all from this immedi- 
ate neighborhood, instead of being taken from 
the Central and Western states, It is thought 
that there may yet be another election for three 
or four bishops. Tha colored people are clam- 
orous for a bishop of their own complexion 
and the Germans want one of their own nation- 
ality. . i 


DEEP.SEA animals as a rule have either no 
eyesatallor have very large eyes. Asan exam- 
ple may be cited the crustacean, Astacus zalen- 
eus, most closely allied to the common cray-fish 
which Professor Huxley has lately made illus- 
trious, It is from 450 fathoms, It has no eyes 
at all, but one of its nippers is extraordinarily 
iong and delicate, and possibly the animal uses 
itto feel its way with, as & blind man uses his 
stick, There are also abundant hairs on the 
animal’s surface, which are probably organs of 
touch, Many deep-sea crustacea, howaver. 
have very large eyes, indeed, evidently for the 
purpose of making use of some small quantity 
of light which must exist in all depths, Inthe 
absence of sunlight the only other source of 
light must be phesporescence of certain of the 
deep-sea animals themselves. No doubt many 
animals, as in shallow water, emit light in the 
deed sea; and the deep-sea animals with eyes 
probably congregate round them or grope their 
way in the gloom from one bunch to another as 
they lie scattered over the botiom. just as we 
half feel, half see our way from lamp-post to 
lamp-post in a night fog, Some lose their way, 
as We do sometimes, and get into shallow water, 
and a good many deep-sea animals have been 
from time to time picked up near the shores 
at Maderia and elsewhere, and have found their 
way into museüms as graat rarities, No doubt 
the sense of touch is the one mainly relied on 
by most deep-sea animals. Very many are pro- 
vided with special organs of touch, such as long 
hairs, or in. the case of fish, enormously long 
fin-rays. 


Some days ago Mr. Ballou, of Rhode Island, 
introduced in the House a bill in the interest of 
so-called “spelling reform,” providing for tae 
appointment of acommis:ion of seven persons, 
“who shall examine the orthography used in 
the public documents and in the public schools 
of the District of Columbia, and inquire how 
much its defects increase the cost of the public 
printing, and how far they are an impediment 
to the acquisition and use of the English lan- 
guage and. to education, and inquire what 
amendments in orthography. if any, may be 
easily introdu^ed into the public documents 
and the schools of the District of O lumbia, 
and accepted in examinations for the eivil 
service, and whether it is expedient to move 
the government of Great Britain to unite in 
constituting a joint commission to consider 
such amendments.” Toe bl'l was referred to 
the Comm'ttee on E lueation and Labor, which 
has submitted a favorable report upon it, The 
bill ig now on the calendar. The report, writ- 
ten by Mr. Ballou. deelares that it is deemed 
worthy of seri us eonsideration and egreful 
inquiry whether the language, which perhaps 
js destined to become universal, may not be 
simplifled and abbreviated in is orthography 
by omitting the silent and unnecessary letters 
and using only those which most naturally and 
simply eonvey the sound of the words when 
pronounced. The commi tee says it has been 
informed by leading edueators that the irregu- 
lar spelling of the English language causes a 
loss of two years of each ghild’s school time, is 
a main cause ‘of the alarming illiteracy of our 
people,” involves an annual expense of many 
millions of dollars for teachers and for writing 
and printing superfiuous letters, and is in 
many other ways an obstacle to the progress 
of education. The committee hag also been 
told by experienced teacnoers and learned 
scholars thata great reform can be made in 
English spelling. and that a system can be de- 
vised, " to be gradually and wisely introduced, 
which will be a great improvement in facilitat 
ing education, and a great saving of expense to 
the government and the people, inthe printi g 
of publle documents, schoolbooks, and period- 
icals,” The committee, therefore, recommends 
the appointment of & commission, " as & pre- 
liminary step and for the purpose of having 
some well-defined plan and system presented 
to the public before any definite and radical 
change is made.” 


Events of the Week. 


THE first colored lawyer in this city was ad- 
mitted to practice a few days ago. 


A Brook in preacher was sued last week for & 
pretty long and large liquor and cigar bill. 


A OYOLONE struck Rosebud Landing, Dakota, 
on the 15th instant, destroying many buildings. 


"THE Pope has recently undergone several 
painful surgical operations, and is pretty low. 


AN explosion in an iron-foundry at Walsall, 
England, on the 15th, killed twenty-five persons 
and injured sixty, 


THE Russian government is adopting a more 
liberal and humane policy, and is liberating 
many of its political prisoners, 


THE monks ina monastery on Mount Ararat 
hav been extensively engaged in counterfeiting. 
They now serve God in prison. 


SIXTEEN men were buried by the caving ofa 
mine near Norway, Mich.,on the 13th. Thirteen 
were rescued alive, but severely injuréd, 


THREE boatloads of survivors from the steam- 
er American, which sunk at sea, hav been res- 
cued. Two other boatloads are missing. 


TEN thousand herring were caught at one 
haul, one day last week, at Mantua Creek, N. J. 
This beats the New Testament fish story, ` 


Turz fires among the oil wells:nest: Bradford, . 
Pa., are spreading and destroyingiutimmenga: 
amount of property. Fires are dpidànto, 


~A DESTRUOTIVE hailstorm pasted over Vire 
ginia on tne 15th. Meanwhile we are having a 
touch of midsummer heat here fir. tliis city; 


Onrzr Judge Sanford E. Church. of the Court 
of Appeals, died at his home at Albion, N, Y., 
onthei4th, He was universally respected. 


SEVERAL piers and thirty or forty houses were 
destroyed by fire at Stuyvesant, N.Y., on the 
15th. The loss will amount to about $200,000, 


TzREE parties of prospectors ontheGunnison 
River. Ool.. fifty-five persons in all, are reported 
massacred by the Utes, who are on the warpath, 


Aman in Cayuga county, N., Y., in digginga 
well, struck a vein of water which throws a 
three-inch stream fifty feet iato the air, It is 
still spouting vigorously. 


THOUSANDS of acres of woodland in New Jer- 
sey and on Long Island are being burnt over, 
and houses, barns, and fences are destroyed by 
the flames, The farmers are fighting the fire. 


A 0ABGO of munitions of war for the Cuban 
revolutionists, ineluding torpedoes and nitro- 
glycerine, wae successfully landed in Quba re« 
eently, and the patriots are preparing for one 
more struggle for liberty. 


Two more clergymen hav come to grief on 
account of their immoral practices, or rather 
through being found out, Oae is the Rev. Mr. 
Peltz.of Jamestown, N.Y.; the other i3 the Rev, 
Mr. Bridells, of Philadelphia, 


Foug men were killed. many oghers injured, 
a mill demolished, and Rome, N, Y., shaken by 
the explosion of a boller in that celty on the 10th, 
The boiler, twen'y-two feet long and five feet in 
diameter, shot fitty feet into the air and landed 
four hundred feet from the mill. 


A woman in Chatham, N. O., supposed to be 
dead, was buried. A couple of nights afterward 
two men opened the grave to steal some jewelry 
that had been left on the woman. They found 
her alive, helped her from the grave, and took 
her to her home, where she is now enjoying 
excellent health. , 


Tue Rev. Mr. Franklin, of the church of the 
Evangelists.in Philadelphia, was asked by the 
warden of the church, at a recent church mest- 
ing. to explain some little discrepancies or 
cr ookednesses in his account with the churek 
The clergyman replied by giving the warden & 
good thrashing, and the crookedness is Crook- 
eder than ever. 


Six hundred and sixty-six houses were burnt 
at Milton, Pa., on the 1th. Only two business’ 
heuses were left standing. Oae person Was 
burnt and anether frightened to death, The 
people of the town are almost destitute, Seven 
churches were destroyed, valued at $75,000. 
Food. elothing, and tents were at once sent to 
. ho sufferers. The loss wil] reach $1, „000, 
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Communications. 


* Does Death End All ?’—Part Second. 


BY E. A. CHAPMAN, 


People say they never had an opportunity to 
investigate Spiritualism. First, inquire carefully 
who are reliable mediums, visit them in a spirit of 
honesty and candor, take the Golden Rule along, let 
every fact be accepted as a fact, get rid of all preju- 
dice, and let reason be the supreme judge. See to 
it that the jury to whom reason givs her charge 
shall never bring in a false verdict. Take Tur 

Truru SEEKER, Banner of Light, Mind and Mat- 
ter, Voice of Angels, Rational Anpeal, or some 
other Spiritual paper, and read it, but not as the 
Christian reads the Bible. Be slow to accept and 
slower to condemn. “ Prove all things,” and “hold 
fast the good.” Sit right down at home with wife, 
children, or neighbors who are congenial and like- 
wise interested, and be assured the spirit world will 
find some way to manifest their presence and giy 
proof of their identity. Persevere, and as soon aa 
possible they will giv words of wisdom and teach 
the better way. Remember, in the world, we must 
hav conditions for everything. If we are to print 
a newspaper we must hav a press, etc.; if to send a 
telegram, we must use the telegraph wires; if to dig 
in the ground, we must hav a spade, hoe, or plow, 
and just so it is with the spirits. Don’t ask or ex- 
pect them to work without conditions or tools. 
Remember, their hodies are in the graves; that they 
are not of flesh and blood, and if they are to mani- 
fest to our material senses they must use material 
agencies to doit. As they hav not organisms like 
ours, adapted to this work, do not be surprised if a 
loan is asked, for a short time, of the organisms you 
occupy. Be passive and willing. A-k no foolish 
questions, and talk only when strongly impressed to 
do so. Treat the spirits as you would treat people 
here, precisely. There is no difference, Here you 
cannot see the spirits within yourselves ; all that is 
seen is the “house of flesh.” We are spirits just 
the same and just as much as we ever shall be, 
therefore, spirits are men and women, human beings, 
and should hav decent treatment and a respectful 
hearing. Be assured the spirits rejoice and are 
exceeding glad when we make conditions so they 
can come and teach us the true philosophy of life, 
Four years ago a friend of mine lost a beautiful 
daughter of eight summers, He and his wife were 
both in fellowship with the church. On receipt of 
the ;news I wrote them, offering the consolations of 
Spir tualism. 

„I said, If you will make the necessary conditions 
as I shall direct, I feel sure you will hear from vour 
child, and others. They did as directed, and in 
three months his arm was controlled to write, and 
he was receiving loving messages from his daughter 
and others. He then wrote: “I will never again 
sneer at Spiritualism. With us it is a demonstrated 
fact, and I would not exchange the consolation, 
peace, and knowledge it affords, for all the wealth 
of the world. My grief has passed away. I know 
our beloved Agnes livs, and is with us.” In six 
months his spiritual vision and hearing were opened. 
He could see spirits, and hear their messages. 
Within one year he wrote again : “ My organism is 
controlled by some other intelligence than my own, 
and made to talk, in words of wisdom and eloquence, 
as I cannot. I seem to be listening, the same as 
others addressed.” He and his wife are to-day 
earnest workers in behalf of Spiritualism. ** Where- 
as the things they once loved they now hate, and 
the things they once hated they now love.” Many 
times the question is asked, * What good is Spirit- 
ualism ?” The following from my own experience 
will in part answer the question. 

A few years ago a lady in spirit-life, whom we 
hav every reason to love and respect as a friend 
and guide, controlled my wife, who is an excellent 
medium, and asked of me the following request. 
She said, “Mr, C., I, as a spirit-friend, guide, and 
visitor bereehav a favor to ask of you, and as it is 
reasonable I feel sure you will grant it.” I replied, 
* Certainly I will." She then said: “ Death has not 
destroyed our sense of modesty. Obscenity or pro- 
fanity is just as offensive to us as it used to be, 
therefore, will you not refrain at all times from the 
use of the same? We, as your guides, want the 
assurance that we can come to you without having 
our modesty shocked by ungentlemanly language or 
conduct. Our existence to us is as real as yours is 
to you; therefore please treat us as you would if 
we were still in the form and in your presence. 
Remember that pure spirits will be driven from 
your presence by bad language or conduct.” The 

request was indeed most reasonable, as well as sen- 
sible, and I blushed with shame that I had not 
thought of it before. 

Here was 2 revelation that to me was of the 
utmost importance. Instead of living as if the eye 
of God were upon us, we shou'd liv, realizing that 
the eyes of our parents, brothers, sisters, and other 
dear friends in spirit-life, are upon us. We should 


remember that impure thoughts, words, and actions! 


poison the very atmosphere about us, so that only 
impure spirits can approach us. 
that those who do not:lead pure lives declare that 
only evil spirits are able to return, or that itis all 
“the work of the devil.” When our own spirits 
are pure there isno danger of being troubled by 
evil spirits or devils. As a polecat would compel us 
to leave its presence, so do wicked or filthy people 
compel pure spirits to leave theirs. The trouble is 
in us, and not Spiritualism. There are two scales 
or roads—the ascending and descending, as there 


are two laws by which to grade every thought or, 
If Spiritualism is. C 
| with that upward scale of an endless progression, 


action—the wrong and the right. 
not a.blessing, it is a curse, and we can take our 
ehoice. 

Before I became a Spiritualist, death was the 
great nightmare of my lite; it filled the whole earth 
with à dark, impenetrable gloom of doubt and 
despair. Now I look forward to that crisis as the 
most joyous event of my existence. Every feeling 
of doubt and dread is gone forever. I eagerly long 
for the time to come, for it will be but an open door 
through which I shall pass to a more beautiful world 
beyond. This, to me, is not faith or ‘ guess work," 
it is knowledge. lam as certain that I hav com- 
municated with the “so-called dead ” as I am that I 
liv. If this is not true, then very much of what the 
world accepts as knowledge must be called by an- 
other name. 

The following are some of the facts which I hav 
accepted as proofs of a future existence: Five years 
ago I knew nothing of Spiritualism. Until then I 
had ridiculed and denounéed it most bitterly. My 
first move was to visit a medium, an utter stranger. 
Without the slightest hint as to who I was, she 
described and gave the names of dear friends in 
spirit-life, also many facts which only those friends 
and myself knew. To me it was extremely signifi- 
cant that a matter long forgotten should be recalled, 
together with the name of the individual most inti- 
mately associated with the same. Subsequently my 
wife visited the same medium, and, without an in- 
troduction, received an accurate description of many 
friends in spirit-lite, together with names and mes- 
sages. The first described was her father, who had 
been a Baptist clergyman. His name and occupa- 
tion were given. His meseage was: “Tell my 
daughter I spent my life inculcatiug false doctrines; 
and now, before I can progress, I must return and 
undo that work; I must substitute, as far as possi- 
ble, the truth where I taugbt errors. This is the 
true way.” A brother was next described, but my 
wife said, * No, I never lost a brother.” His mes- 
sage was: “ Tell my sister I never breathed the air 
of this world. I hav grown up in spirit-life." My 
wife then remembered hearing her mother tell her 
when a little girl that her oldest child was a boy 
and was “born dead.” This could not hav been 
* mind-reading.” Next was described the little ones 


whom we had buried, with names of the same. 


Their message was: “ You won't let us in, mamma ; 
you keep the doors closed against us. Please open 
the door and let usin. We love you, mànma. We 
are your little darlings, if we are spirits. Don't be 
afraid of spirits, mamma ; they love us and you.” 

You who are striving to crush Spiritualism, do 
you realize what you are doing? Other facts were 
given equally as startling as the above. Previous 
to this Mrs. C. had experienced many times a nerv- 
ous, chilly sensation, not unlike an ague-chill, and 
took quinine to correct it. This the medium laugh- 
ingly referred to, and asked if quinine was recom- 
mended asa cure for Spiritualism, stating that it 
was the spirits that caused those peculiar sensations; 
that she was being developed asa medium. We 
mutually agreed that we had.found something 
worthy of investigaiion. We then organized a 
circle for investigation in our own home, and hav 
indeed been richly rewarded. We hav received by 
our own fireside, through our own organisms, not 
only knowledge of a future existence, but spiritual, 
intellectual, and moral development that is indeed 
wonderful. No power on earth could compel us to 
return to the darkness which preceded the rising, 
for us, of the glorious sun of modern Spiritualism, 
My wife was quickly developed as a medium, and 
the tests we hav received through her organism 
would convince the world could they be received 
from our standpoint. She sees and hears the spir- 
its, having described for utter strangers hundreds of 
their friends, giving their names, with other proofs 
and tests of identity. 

The first spirit that succeeded in fully controlling 
her organism was an Italian lady, who talked 
through her the pure Italian dialect. The next was 
* Arrowano, the medicine-man of the Winneba- 
goes.” Then came those more advanced in spirit- 
life. I speak of this because I shall giv a few of the 
hundreds of tests and proofs of a future life I hav 
received through her. But first let me answer the 
oft-asked question, Why do Iudians come so much? 
They desire the knowledge and culture which the 
whites possess, and, by associating with mediums, 
they are enabled to gain the experience and knowl- 
edge they covet. Again, they are natural magnetic 


healers, and are more than willing to givin exchange | there the winter before to exclude the air. " 
for the good they receive their magnetism andirags, etc., were moist andrapidly decaying. From 


I do not wonder: 


strength. I love my Indian friends, and do all I can 
to please and help them.. I often see bright-colored 
stars, aud. know by their tint who is present. J feel 
the magnetic touch of their hands, and can tell when 
they are pleased and when not. Many times I am 
asked to explain this or that, and always do so to 


‘the best of my ability, -I never refuse a reasonable 


j 


request, Iknow the spirits hav done for me that 
which would not hav been done had I not been in- 
terested, appreciative, and’ true. As- I write, their 
thoughts are impressed on my mind, and these E 
thoughts are more theirs than my own. I am in 
earnest in this matter. I find myself in harmony 


and, while yet ineased in this material shell, shall 
improve my time to the best of my ability. The 
spirit-world realize this, and heartily respond to all 
my efforts, “God helps those who help them- 
selves,” is a good old saying, but none the less true 
because God and the Holy Ghost hav been com- 


‘pelled to giv way to the more reasonable idea of a 


spirit-world. : i 

One day, about three years ago, while going to 
my business, I saw and listened to some Italian 
musicians of musical merit. Feeling the presence 
of the Italian lady, “ Bianca,” I ‘requested her to 
make of it atest when I should return at night. At 
tea Mrs. C. said: “What does it mean? I see some 
musicians playing on hand-organs and tambourines.” 
I tben explained about the musicians and my re- 
quest. Perhaps it was mind-reading, but we do not 
think so, To us, mind-reading is an exceedingly 
weak hypothesis, incapable of proof, and much more 
absurd than the Spiritual theory. In one sense it is 
mind-reading, but the spirits read our minds, and 
manifest; by their mesmeric power, through our. 
senaitive organisms. 

One morning Mrs. C. was controlled by an Indian, 
who, in broken English, said: “I am your guide and 
friend, Dassa-notah, the Potawatamie. I knew you. 
when you were a papoose. Your mother was a 
good old squaw. She was kind to us Indians. She 
fed us when we were hungry. One day she baked 
potatoes in the hot ashes and gave us to eat. Write 
her; she wil remember.” I then wrote to my 
mother, who, with my eldest sister, remembered the: 
precise circumstances. I was born in Kalamazoo 
county, Michigan, where those Indians were at that 
time, and Mrs. C. did not know it, at least neither 
she nor I knew of the potatoes being baked and 
given to the Indians. Was it mind-reading ? 

While at work one day I was seized with a severe 
pain in one of my lungs. In a short time Loth 
lungs were as if a knife were cutting through them, 
Icould breathe only with the greatest difficulty. 
Knowing that Mis. C. possessed strong healing 
power under control of her Indian guide, Arrowano, 
Lat once started for home, sending word that 1 was 
coming. When Iarrived I found my wife seated in, 
achair, under contiol of said guide, and “heavily 
charged,” but for what purpose she knew: not. 
Without a word being said, she at once was made 
to pound my lungs with both hands, one back, the 
other front, and in five minutes I was relieved of 
what I believed to be a severe attack of congestion, 
Was it mind-reading ? 

Just below this village, in Flat River, is an island. 
One day, about a year ago, my little boy, about 
seven years of age, had permission to cross ou the 
logs, which had floated down from the pine woods, 
and which then lay upon the bottom. In about half 
an hour my spirit friends gave me a severe shock, 
accompanied with a feeling of alarm. I at once 
asked if my boy was in the river. The answer was, 
“Yes.” By a certain code of signals I can converse 
with them at any moment. I at once hurried to the 
island. He had been to the fort of the island, fallen 
in, and barely escaped drowning. He had been 
entirely submerged, and was nearly dragged under 
by the current. Hundreds of times I hav worried. 
about him, as parents will who liv near water, and 
my friends hav always assured me, except on this 
occasion, that he was safe. To me this was à most 
remarkable test. 

My. business is photographing. About three years 
ago I was seriously annoyed by a pecnliac fogging 
of my plates whenever the atmosphere was warm 
and moist and the wind in a certain direttion. The 
nature of the fog was such that I knew the cause, 
but could not find it. -I hunted in vain three months, 
and then referred the matter to my spirit friends. 
I knew some of my guides had formerly been pho- 
tographers, and were attracted to m because they 
still loved the business, and hoped, in some way, to 
benefit mankind by furnishing the proofs through 
photography of a future life. í was almost in 
despair, for my work told most plainly that some- 
thing was wrong. "Threugh Ms. C. they directed f 
me to “look in the wall of my dark room.” J knew 
it was not there; but as I had asked their advice, I 
could not do less than look, Í did »o, and found a 
hole four inches square, through which, formerly, a 
water conductor had passec. Reaching my hand 
down between the two walk, I found a half bushel 
of paper and rags, which another artist had placed 
The 


a 


The Truth Becker, May 92, 1880. | 


383 


these a gas was generated, which came into my dark 
room and caused the trouble. After they were 
removed the trouble disappeared. If that was mind- 
reading, I should be pleased to know whose mind 


"was read. 


Through Mrs. C. those photographers gave me a 
recipe for a most excellent toning-bath, containing 
chemicals which, so far as I know, no other artist 
uses, also a corrective for a foul silver-bath, and 
other directions which are invaluable. Mrs. C. 
knows nothiog whatever of the chemicals used in 
photographing. I never refer matters to my spirit 
friends till I hav exhausted my own resources, I 
seldom consult them on business matters. I think 


' that is not the object of Spiritualism. They tell us 


to rely on ourselves, and then when we hav over- 
come an obstacle we shall maintain our individuality 
and earn the strength and reward we receive. The 
object of. Spiritualism is to help us develop a true 
manhood and womanhood ; to teach us bow to liv, 
that when we reach the other shore we shall not 
regard the life here as a failure, and to giv us the 
proof of immortality, 

A year ago Mr. William Weir, the celebrated 
inventor and well-digger, and wife, whom we had 
never met before, were present with us at a circle. 
Mrs, €. described a spirit-child leaning on the lap 
of Mrs. Weir, and said she heard the name Jessie. 
Why, said Mrs. W., that is our child. Mrs. C. then 
said she heard the name Jim Forsyth, but they could 
remember no one by that name. She then saw and 
described a coarse, brutal-looking fellow, with mall, 
wedges, and a long, sharp, murderous-looking knife, 
and gave his message, which was: “Mr. Weir, 
many years ago you and I split rails together.” 
“Why,” said Mr. Weir, “that’s Jim Forsyth, who 
worked for father in Canada when I was a boy. I 
gave him an awful whipping one day for abusing a 
cripple, and I shall always think he tried to murder 
me one night through revenge.” Mrs. C, was then 
controlled by the spirit lady referred to in one of 
the above tests, and said: “This man cannot be 
permitted to control the sensitive organism of this 
medium. So coarse and uncultured an operator 
would injure so delicate an instrument, so I will giv 
his message for him. He tried to murder you, Mr. 
Weir, as you supposed, and has had to suffer during 
all these years the same punishment he would had 
he succeeded in taking your life. He has followed 
you during all these years from place to place 
hoping almost vainly that some opportunity might 
be offered whereby he could make confession and 
ask your forgiveness, that he might be relieved from 
this terrible load of guilt and be permitted to pass 
from darkness into light. He cannot progress till 
you forgive him. We think you can afford to do 
80." Mr. Weir said, “I freely forgive him,” 

If, as I firmly believe, the above are facts, that 
redeemed spirit is dwelling in a brighter sphere, 
made happy by and through the glorious revelation 
of Spiritualism to humanity. 

The above are a few of the hundreds of tests we 
hav received, and are still. daily receiving, from the 
loved ones who d well in the summer land. We cannot 
afford to heed the sneers of the ignorant and bigoted. 
We pity them, and desire so much that they, too, 
could know the truth; that they, too, would listen 
to the knocking of their spirit friends; that they 
would open their spiritual doors and bid the silent 
messengers of love, peace, harmony, and immortal- 
ity enter and dwell with them forevermore. 

** Life is real; life is earnest, 
Aud the grave is not its goal. 


* Dust thou art, to dust returnest,’ 
Was not spoken of the soul.” 


Lowell, Mich., April 1, 1880. 


Mr. Downey’s Pictures for the Nationa] Capitol. 


To tam EprroR or Tur TRUTH SEEKER, Sir; Mr. 
Downey, the delegate from Wyoming territory, has offered 
a bill in Congress appropriating half a million of dollars 
for paintings, by American artists, to be hung up on the 
walls of the National Capitol, in which paintings shsll be 
represented the events in the history of Jesus Christ, as they 
are narrated in the gospels and in the Apostles’ Creed. 
Some time ago when the crucifixion, in à Passion Play, 
was performed at San Francisco, the municipal authorities, 
at the instance of the Protestant ministers, forbade its being 
repeated because it was a travesty on the atonement, which 
is the leading doctrine of the church, and the grand expe- 
dient by which guilty sinners can, not only be pardoned, 
but justified. Now, however, it is proposed that the United 
States in Congress assembled shall appropriate the people's 
money to hav representations on canvas not only of the 
crucifixion, but of all the various points in the history of 
Christ, as that history is given by the four evangelists, 
from the miraculous conception at Nazareth to the ascen- 
sion into heaven in tle suburbs of Jerusalem. All this is 
designed to confirm the assertion in the preamble to the 
bill that ‘the people of the United States as a Christian 
people.” It ig against my principies as a Radical and Becu- 
lariat to hav the public money used for anything else than 
political purposes, but I will pay out of my own pocket 
$500 toward the sum requisite to carry out Mr, Downey’s 
idea, believing that it woud do snore to help the cause of 


Secularism than anything else the Radicals could devise. | 


. Mr. Downey’s artist could get much help in this particular 


According to Mr. Downey's programme there are six parts, 
or items, as given in the gospels, and the Apostles’ Creed. 
Let us look at them briefly and in detail. 

1, The miraculous conception of Jesus, Luke, the evangel- 
ist, in his first chapter, informs us of an interview between 
the angel Gabriel and Mary on this subject, during which 
the angel assured her that “the Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the powér of the Aighest shall overshadow thee: there- 
fore, also that holy thing which shall be born: of thee, shall be 
called the Son of God,” Matthew says that “the birth of; 
Jesus Christ was on this wise: When, as his mother Mary was 
espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found 
with child of the Holy Ghost.” 

Now, if we inquire of the creeds of Christendom as to 
who this Holy Ghost was, for the parties were all Jews, and 
there was no Holy Ghost in the theology of the Jews, the 
auswer is that he was the joint offspring of God the Father, 
and God the Son, the first two persons in the trinity. 
Hence the phraseology in all the creeds—'* proceeding from 
the Father and the Son.” If then the Holy Ghost begat 
Jesus on tbe person of the Jewish maid known as the Vir- 
gin Mary, itis a clear case of a child begetting his own 
father How do you suppose, Mr Editor, a painter would 
go about describing on canvas—for that is required in Mr. 
Downey's bill-the miraculous begetting of Jesus? It 
would be easy to paint the young woman, but how would 
he represent the personage called by Gabriel '* The Highest” 
—meaning thereby the eternal God, creator of the heavens 
and the earth? “No man hath seen God at any time.” 
How then could Mr, Downey’s American artist giv a repre- 
sentation of a being no man ever saw, and of whom no idea 
could be formed? Moreover, this indescribable Holy 
Ghost is said to hav overshadowed the Virgin, according to 
the angel’s promise. This phrase suggests the idea com- 
monly entertained by the devout, but without any scriptural 
authority, that *' The Higbest "—the Holy Ghost—as:umed 
the form of a dove with wings such as he took at the baptism 
of Jesus in the river Jordon. There seems to be some men- 
tal incongruity here, but if Mr, Downey insists that the 
Holy Ghost shall hav wings and be a dove, when he gener- 
ated his own father on the person of the Virgin, Lam agreed 
toit,and we will allow the artist to paint it accordingly. 
On a little reflection I will double my subscription to the 
fund for the artist who will giv the people of the United 
States an intelligible idea of this first Step in the history of 
Jesus Christ, The picture when completed, as it is the first 
in the programme, and is to describe the most curious event 
in history, should be put in the most conspicuous panel in 
the rotunda of the Capitol; and I hav no doubt it would be 
studied, if not admired, by every visitor, and would immor- 
talize the name of the man in whose fertile mind it was a 
Conception. 

2. The second item, after the immaculate conception by 
the Holy Ghost, is his birt) in the manger at Bethlehem, 


from our Catholic brethren, in the pictures which line the 
walls of their cathedrals and churches ; but for pity's sake 
don't let him make the same mistake the old Dutch painters 
did who represented the stable where Christ was born as 
being surrounded by houses precisely guch as you now sce 
in the city of Amsterdam; and the virgin mother as a stout, 
equare-built, flaxen-haired, good-natured, young woman, 
just like the Holland damsels of the present day. This 
would be almost as incongruous as those pictures of Christ 
blessing little children in Judea in which the little girls are 
all very white and curly-headed Anglo-Saxons, and dressed 
in laced shoes, with a dress coming only to the knees ; or, 
such a8 one Might hav seen in Berks county, Pa., forty 
years ago, where, in '' Zhe sacrifice of Isaac,” the Patriarch 
is represented as a heavy-set Prussian dragoon in short 
jacket, shooting his gon with a horse pistol. Let us hav the 
birth just as it was. 

8. The suffering under Pontius Pilate, the crucifixion, 
death, and burial of Jesus, all being natural events could 
be more easily described, and so I shall start no inquiries on 
these points. . 

4. The descent into hell, which is affirmed in the Apostles’ 
Creed, but which is nowhere asserted in the gosptls, nor in 
any other cotemporaneous authority, seems avery difficult 
event to represent in a painting. With all the aid of the old 
Greek mythology, especially Pluto's theft of Proserpine 
and his descent into hell with her behind a pair of 
horses black as ebony, and with the hints in Dante's 
* Inferno," how could an artist, even if he were an Ameri- 
can, describe a dead person's descent into hell, when, as in 
this case, the person was Jesus who was holy, harmless, 
undefiled, and separate from sinners? This descent iito 
hell is nowhere taught in the New Testament. It was the 
creation of theology. The atonement was made to redeem, 
buy off, and pay the debt of the sinner due to the justice of 
God, which debt was suffering the agony of eternal hell-fire, 

Christ, therefore, must descend into hell for th... purpose, 
But a part of three days was not equal to eternity, and 
therefore his divinity must giv a value to his sufferings 
which they would not. otherwise hav. One of the great 
painters has described the descent from the cross, but who 
could describe the descent into hell? 

5. We now come to Mr. Downey’s fifth scene in the his- 
tory of Christ—his resurrection from the dead. To put in 
parallel columns the four accounts of this event given by 
the four evangelists the student of the subject will see from 
the inconsistent aud conflicting reports how difficult it 
would be to paint the scene as it was, Mr. Downey’s bill 
provides, and very properly too, tbat all the events in 
Christ's history shall be painted as they are told in the four 
gospels, It is most certain that I shall be a member of Con- 
gress, if not President of the United, when the paintings 
are finished and presented for inspection; and I assure Mir. 
Downey, and the painters too, that I shall officially oppose 
the acceptance of the same unless they are painted avcord- 


| ing to the facts on record. 


If we pay for a picture of a lion 
wedon’t want to be shabbed off with a centaur, or a Pan. 
The article must be according to order. In this case the 
Witnesses, or rather the historians, are all equally inspired, 
and.one cannot be followed at the expense of the others. 
** Paint me as Tam,” said Cromwell, when the artist pro- 
posed to omit the wz7t on his face, Without the wart he 
would not be Cromwell. But I would respectfully suggest 
that the four accounts be represented in four pictures 20 
that the spectater can hav before his eyes proof of the ple- 
nary inspiration of the New Testament, i 

'6. The sixth and last event in the life of Jesus?which 
Mr. Downey wishes to be represented on canvaa is the ascen- 
sion into heaven. Luke and the writers of the Acts of the 
Apostles both say that he mounted upon a cloud, and went 
up out of sight into heaven. This was writtea when the 
theory of the earth es a part of the solar system was, 
that the earth was the fxed center, that the sun and 
stars moved round it, and that hell was beneath like 
the cellar of a house, while heaven was in the upper, 


or third story. But the modern astronomy proves all these 
ideas to be false, and that the earth has a constant motion 


on its axia in space, and another in its yearly circuit round 
the sun. When, therefore, a schoolboy looks upon Mr. 
Downey's picture of a man weighing 120 pounds at least, 
stepping on a cloud of vapor, and leing borne up into 
heaven from a revolving globe, would it not bring his risi- 
ble faculties into play rather than iuspire him with devo- 
tional fecling ? 

Mr, Editor, if the claims set forth by the Christian 
church for itself and the Bible were announced to the 
world now for the first time, as they were in Judea 1,800 
years ago, they would be deemed by all intelligent people 
beneath contempt; jast as the Mormon religioa is now 
rejected by the greater part of Christendom and the rest of 
mankind. But with many thousands these church ideas 
are accepted implicitly b»cause they were instilled into their 
minds from infancy, and they hav never for a moment 
doubted their truth. Not having eximined the sudject 
they hav no proper idea at all of their intrinsic nonsensi- 


cality. Rosticus, 
e 


What Is Religion? 


To THE EDITOR or Tue TRUTA SEEgkER, Sir: The 
following views are based upon personal experiences, 
observations, and the records. I will not dwell at length 
on dead issues, the present and future concerning the living. 
History is a luxury to leave or take, It is not useful, 
excepting as a romance to amuse or entertain. It cannot 
take away nor modify the value of the arts and sciences. 
We possess them, What matters it from whence they hav 
originated. On the other hand, history perpetuates an aui- 
mosity which has from time to time spruvg up between the 
races for reasons more or lees arbitrary, 

Religion is a history of mental experiezces, which certain 
people hav adopted at different periods, The more pro- 
gressive the age the more liberal the creed of that age, but 
Lfear that the epoch is far distant when tll men will be 
entirely liberal and logical in their views. Ia point of fact, 
we find a singular inconsistency in (the amalgamation of 
logic with illusion) some of our expert logicians indulging 
in extravagant Chimeras, and meking acts of faith to which 
their logic givs the lie continually. 

R ligion is a matter of opinion, based principally upon 
the experiences or the imaginations of the past, and accepted 
by men as a duty to be cbserved. Elucation breeds 
religion, and Liberalism destroys it, because L:beral ideas 
hav an innate repugnance for rules that impose restraint 
upon thought. 

A truism is only true to thoze who are mentally capable 
of understanding it, To all others who accept it, it ia an 
article of faith. Ido not mean to advauce that it is wrong 
for certain majorities of intellects to be guided by the views 
of other intellects, but the freedom which I concede to those 
majorities I claim as my most sacred prerogative. If they 
claim the right to follow a leader, I shall claim that right. 
My leader is my reason, As it is, that reason may be at 
fault, their leader may likewise err. Let all hav the right 
ofchoo.ing their mental lesder. To ssy that the people 
can now dispense entirely with religion would, in my esti- 
mation, be anticipating the progress of civilizition. 

I consider religion a necessity, aye, indispensable to an 
immense majority of the people. Those who hav studied 
its influences cannot fail to appreciate its importance. 
There are communities even in our American sphere which 
would become intolerable outside of religious restraint. 
Who can doubt it ? 

If, then, religion isa necessity under our Liberal (or semi- 
Liberal) regime, how much more a necessi! y, is it not, under 
less Liberal and enlightened governmeats ? "^at is desir- 
able, and should be maintained as sacred by" all, is toler- 
ance, Let ail men be guided by the leaders of their choice. 
Let no faction or sect, religiously, morally, nor pulitically 
spesking, infringe upon these sacred prerogatives of the 
citizen which hav formed the corner-stone of American 
progress and prosperity—civil rights or the right to be let 
alone. © AMERICUS VESPUCIUS. 

New York, May 6. 1880. 

o 

W. S. BELL lectured in Ravenna, Onio, May 10th, 11th, 
and 12th ; Angola, Ladiana, 14.5, 19.h, and 16.h ; Rantoul, 
Illinois, 19ih and 20:h. 


Bea 


Second Society o Spiritualists. 


Mr. Moses Hull will speak at 3ífasonic Temple, Sixth ave. 
and Twenty-third street, Buuday, May 16. h. Morning sub- 
ject: The Infidelity of the Churches, 
The True Believer and His Work, 
p.m. All are invited. 


Evening subject: 
Free conference at 2:30 
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Communications. 


Down and Ont. 


Here comes the ** whirligig of time" again, with another 
of its revenges. The founder of the Index and of the Lib- 
eral League, but jerked out by the nape of the neck beiore 
he could be the founderer of that noble organization, has 
come to the end of his rope—or rather the day is fixed for 
his dangling from that end, For two years he and the Index 
hav lived at a poor dying rate, out of harmony with all 
Liberalism and not even in unity with himself—and now 
the ‘‘ approaching separation " has come. 

The mere fact of Mr. Abbot's withdrawal from the edi. 
torship of the Zndez would be a subject, for any writer not. 
ing it, to treat with leniency, with clemency, with some 
humane regret, with award of credit for go long an effort to 
improve at least the religion of the world. And Mr, Abbot 
might hav secured some degree of this kind of appreciative 
consideration had he chosen to extend it to others as he 
retires. But he does nothing of the kind. He leaves the 
Scene of what has been a fruitless labor to him, darting 
Parthian arrows as he goes. He retires with yelps and 
suarls and gnashing of teeth. He can fairly expect noth- 
ing but blow for bite, to: the end of his hydrophobic lite. 
If he could be sdjudged insane and not rerponsible for his 
calumnies, it would no doubt bea great relief to his friends; 
but there is too much method in his malignancy to allow it 
to pass for madness. Few things in his public life became 
him worse than the manner of his leaving it, and his latest 
lies should be met with all the vigor of the first. 

From being the founder and leader of a great League he 
has drcpped down and down till he becomes the leader of a 
bakei's dizen of bakei’s dough-faces, weakly animated 
by a rage for culture but with: no virie purpose or able- 
bodied object in life. In December, 1877, on the first arrest 
of Mr. Bennett, the editor of the Jndex und President of the 
League took issue with nine-tenths of the Liberals of this 
country on the question of the repeal of the Comstock 
Laws. That was the first step which cost—that was hie 
entrance on the downward path which led him and all his 
then great influence to the outskirts of Liberalism, the bor- 

: der land of Christianity where abundance of such wisdom 
as his crieth in the streets and no man _ regardeth. 
These two years hav been one long and, to him, severe 
Struggle for supremacy, with constant and .successive 
defeat for him. With one against thousands the results 
could not Jong be doubiiul. Within a year from his first 
breaking ground against the live issues of Liberalism he 
came before the Annual Congress of the League for re-elec- 
tion as ils President, aud was promptly rejected, That 
was his first decisive cataclysmic defeat. Meantime 
another defeat more gradual, in the nature of slow suffoca- 
tion for which he knew no remedy, was going on. Sub- 
acriptions for the Jndex fell off, the circulation ran down, 
even the annual assessments pledged by the stockholders 
were repudiated; and finding himself without an audience, 
writing and editing with no readers, he givs up the edito- 
rial ghost in an open letter to the few remaining subscribers 
to the Index announcing his ‘approaching separation." 
Some of his last words are these: 


One thing should be distinctly understood: my retirement 
is the result, simply and solely, of the non-payment of their 
annual stock atsessments by stockholders of the Index 
Association to the smount of about fifty thousand dollars— 
more than half of the amount due. The Capital stock of 
one hundred thousand dollars was originally all subscribed 
for, payable ten per Cent annually for ten years. Some of 
the subscribers hav proved unable, and others indisposed, 
to redeem these pledges; but if all who are able to pay were 
willing to pay, the ‘Index Association would now be ona 
sound financial basis. With no ¿ttle hesitation I embarked 
in the enterp ise at the outset, postponing plaus of most im- 
port.nt philosophical work for an indefinite period, 
because I saw the great immediate necessity to the Free 
Religious movement of a first-class journal «qual to the 
best E glish periodicals in ail respects, and because 1 
reposed implicit confidence in the honesty and honor of 
the stock-subscribers, This confidence has not been fully 
justified, but the necessity still remains. The Index Asso- 
Ciation has at last proved to be a failure ; but the Z4dez has 
not been a failure. On the contrary, if you and the public 
choose to make it 80, it may yet become a great and perma- 
vent success, even in the fiuancial sense, {L earnestly desire 
that you and they will emphaticaily declare that it shall be a 
success. 

From which it appears that the stockholders, able but not 
willing to pay their annual stock assessments, had no other 

means of disiodging this incompetent editor but to withhold 
the supplies and starve him out. He says he ‘‘reposed im- 
plicit confidence in the honesty and honor of the stock sub- 

T , BCribers," but the stock subscribers probably retort the same 
thing on the editor and say, ‘‘ we reposed implicit confi 
dence in the honesty, honor," and ability of the editor; but, 
these failing in him, the necessity of his remaining does 
not still remain. 

He says, ‘‘ the Jndex has not been a failure," This is of 
a piece with the President of the League, when he got 
home from Syracuse all knocked to pieces, shouting *' vic- 
tory!” How is it that the Zndez is not the same failure that 
its editor is? Ifstockholders and subscribers and the Lib- 
eral public generally, on the faith that the editor had tact 
and sense as well as editorial ability, ran up the circulation 
to a fair and encoursging if not paying figure ; and then, 
suddenly, the editor, in a fit of personal jesluusy and spite, 
turned a short correr against the main army of Liberalism 
and against the objects of its organization and ran the sub. 
scription down to a vanishing point, only a corporal's 
guard of personal adberents remaining, what else could 
Constitute a failure of the paper alung with its editor? His 
statements. *'if subscribers choose to make it so it may 
become," under another editor ‘‘a great and permanent 


success,” don’t save the paper as well as its present editor 
from being now a shameful failure. 

But here is the end of & sad career. Life must seem to 
Mr. Abbot not worth living. He must bav. hopes that 
death does end all. His discouraged confession, **Ido not 
abandon my post of my own free will ; I would hav sooner 
dropped dead in my tracks; I go only because I must," 
is the most touching of all, and is enough to draw tears 
from the bitterest of bis aforetime friends whom he so 
needlessly made his dearest enemies. His cage is a Warning 
to all the younger sons of Liberalism taking up the battle 
descended from their sires. 

Not another Liberal captain in this generation will 
assume to lead without thoroughly knowing the óbject.of 
tbe conflict, without ability to keep the main question in 
view, without the faculty of recognizing the unitorm of his 
own soldiers, without the hearty co-operation of his own 
staff, or especially with liability to a craze which may turn 
his artillery upon his own regiments of the line, 


OUT AND UP. 

But curiously enouzh, by one of those strange coinci- 
dences that almost justify the belief that there is a Supreme 
Stage Manager up aloft, with an eye to startling situations, 
directing this life drama, at the moment that Mr. Abbot 
Speaks his farewell piece and disappears from the scene his 
great rival, Mr, Bennett, makes his debut before an audi- 
ence of which avy Liberal Kean or Kemble might be 
proud, and receives an ovation and a triumph unexampled 
in the history of first appearances. Just look at the con- 
trast. Mr. Bennett began his little paper four or five years 
after Mr. Abbot did his, with only a few hundred dollars 
capital, unfriended and alone, a stranger in & strange City, 
with no TRUTH SEEKER Association and $100,000 capital 
subscribed, payable in annual ten per cent assessments that 
would giv him $10 000 capital every year to go upon. No 
such encouraging staff as this had he to lean upon. He 
had only his own indomitable courage, his untiring indus- 
try, his personal frugality and business economy, his stal- 
wart common sénee, his clear perceptions of the kind of 
Liberal paper the people like, and his thorough apprehen- 
sion ‘of the objects of the war between Freethought and 
Christianity. "Taese he had to rely upon, and with these he 
has made a success.  Persecutions and prosecutions hav 
orly carried him further and higher on the road to greater 
success, Every effort of this same Abbot and his Jn- 
dez to crush his invulnerable and inexpugnable. rival, 
at hundreds or perhaps thousands of dollars of expense 
to the Index treasury, has rained down more subscrib- 
ers and other sources of profit into Mr. Bennett’s pocket. 
Even his persecutions and prosecutions and his year of im- 
prisonment scarcely retarded his ‘‘ go-as-you-please " march, 
His faults, if he has any, are only those of a personal and 
private nature, with which the public has nothing tə do. 
They do not affect the quality of his paper, and the public 
recognize that fact and support him. Oa the contrary, the 
editor of the Jndew ostensibly keeps himself unspotted from 
the world, prides himself on his culture, boasts of posses- 
sion of all the virtues, and—tumbles into the limbo of the 
unfit to survive. It is not the man with no {pults, or rather 
with no defiances of Christian conventionalities, that suc- 
ceeds, but it is the man with no manliness, the man with 
toadyisms and compliances, and emasculations that fails. 
The world will any day trade, with large odds to boot, Mr. 
Abbot’s culture and purity and virtue, even if they are not 
assumed and questionable, for Mr. Bennett's downright 
honesty and Courage and clear Conception of the Jine of 
battle and where to find the enemy, and his unswerviog 
adherence to the main cause and the whole of it, Wash- 
ington was none the less the father of his country if he 
did swear like a trooper and break a Mosaic command- 


ment. 
" What boots it thy virtue. 
What profit thy parts, 
While one thing thou lackest, 
The art of all arts ?" 


That one thing is tact and the sbility to divine and dive 
for the central core of things. Mr. Avbot hasit not, and 
with ail his props he fails, Mr. Bennett has it, and with all 
his handicapping he succeeds. T. C; LELAND. 


The Universal Federation of Freethinkers. 
BRUsSELS, Mar. 30, 1880. 
Mr. A, L, Rawson, SECRETARY OF THE NATIONAL LIB 
ERAL LEAGUE (Y THE UNITED STATES OF NORTA AMERICA: 


"You are doubtless aware that the Universal Fcderation of 


Freethinkers is in process of formation. It is composed at 
present of two great Huglish secular societiex—the National 


Secular Society and the British Secular Uaion—which hav |’ 


sixty-eight branches; the National Liberal League of the 
United States of Nurth America, which has one hundred 
and eighty-eight auxiliaries; the Federated Rationalistic Bo- 
cieties of Belgium, as well as the Freethinkers of Brussels 
and Antwerp; a group of Freethinkers in Holland, and of 
other similar societies. 

We hav thought that the first act by which this federation 
might be in great measure established should be an Inter- 
national Congress of Freethinkers, which has already met 
at Amsterdam in 1859, and at Naples in 1869, and the idea 
has been favorably received, 

Brussels has been chosen for its central position, and we 
hav thought it well to profit by the public fetes which the 
Belgian government has organized for this year. 

We hay therefore the honor to present you herewith a 
pr: j-ct for the regulation of the Congress, and we ask you, 

(A) As the president or secretary of branches, auxiliaries, 
or Rationalistic federations, lay coiamunities, or Masonic 
lodges, 

1. That you assure us of the co-operation of. your society, 


a union that will not embarrass in any manner an entrance 


into the universal federation. 


M 


2. To inform us of the number of your delegates. 
8. To at once study the Order of Exercises, to gather 


necessary documents, and to make one or more reports on 

the condition of Freethought in your country. You can 
determine whether your work is printed or not in auy of the 
local papers, and if not printed, forward it to us in MSS. 

Ia this last case we beg of you to Hav it sent as soon as pos- 
sible. 


4, To hav furnished us by your most competent writers 


essays on the third and fourth topics in the Order of Exer- 
cises of the Congress. 


(B) It you reside in a country where there are no Free- 


thought organizations, although not wanting partisans—. 


1. To personally jin the Congress, and giv us the names 
of others in your neighborhood, with whom we may corre- 
epond. 

2 To request one or more of your acquaintances, who 
Cannot attend the Congress, to giv us a general report or 
partial essays on some one or more of the subjects in our 
Qrder of Exercises. 

You will notice, Mr, Rawson, the great importance to all 
of making known to us the true situation in each country, 
and to discuss in common the topics that will engage the 
Congress. 

These questions that we propose to you seem to us to in- 
terest all, without giving rise to irritating debates. 

We hope that you wil! aid us in preparivg and in making 
a success Of this work. We are convinced that it can only 
be carried out with results that will be worthy of our cause 
by the union of all free spirits who will bring us the fruit of 
their observations and of their special studien. 


Will you accept, ete. 
V, ARNOULD, 


A, DUVERGER, 

E. BTEENS, ~ 

N. Gorriy, 

A, VANCAUBERGH, 
Executive Committee. 


Congress of 1880. — Order of Hauercises. 

Art, 1. A Congress of the Universal Federation of Free- 
thinkers will assemble at Brussela in the coming month of 
August, 1880. 

It will be composed— 

1. Of delegates from societies or federations of Rational- 
ists, and from Masonic lodges, members. 

2. Of persons admitted to represent countries where there 
are no similar Organizations, 


Preparatory Work. 
Art. 2, The preparatory work of the Congress is of two 
kinds—recruiting members of the Congress and the prelim - 
inary study of the subjects in the Order of Exercises. 

Membership of the Congress does not imply membership 
of the federation. 

Art. 8, A Council of Organization is charged with the 
direction of the work. It is composed of fifteen members, 
elected by the Commission of Direction of the Freethinkers 
of Brussels, and by the Federal Council of the Federated 
Rationalistic societies of Belgium. 

Art. 4, The Council named an Executive Commission 
composed of six members. 

Art. 5. The number of delegates members of the Congress 
is fixed as here stated : 

1. Each affiliated society may be represented A at least 
two, and by ten at the most. 

2 The delegates from countries in which es are no 
sufficiently similar organizations will be admitted by the 
Executive Committee. 

Art, 6, The expenses of the Congress will be borne by the 
members in proportion to their voluntary assessments, and 
also by personal subscriptions. 

Art. 7, The members are invited to publish, on the ques- 
tiongin the Order of Exercises of the Congress, their person- 
al studies or compilations, which may be presented to the 
Council of Organization, or to send at least an analysis to 
the members of the Congress. 

Art. 8. A scheme for the regulation of the Universal Fed- 
eration will be prepared and submitted to the auxiliary 
members without delay by the Council of. Organization, 


Work of the Congress, 
Art. 9, After a report, presented ia the name of the Coun- 
cil, in explanation, on the verification of the powers and 


election of & president, four vice presidents, and six mem- 
ber, to which will be added a treasurer of the Executive 
Commission and four secretaries for the different languages 
named by it. 

Art. 10, The Congress will devote three days to its meet- 
ings, private and public, and also one solemn session with 
closed doors, 

Art, 2.—1, The History and Condition of Freethought.—An 


methods they employ, the principles they sustain, the exer- 
cise which occupy their members, the statistics of the civil 
laymen and school laymen, the state of legislation, and the 
divers points where it is seen that new liberations are gained, 
and on the general progress of Liberalism. 

2. The Universal: Federation of Freethinizrs —The study, 
the discussion, and the vote of the organization, 


sions of Congress, of the two questions following: 

On Free Will.—On ihe gifts science, observation, and 
experiment furnish on this problem, and on the conse- 
quences X. a solution of the questioa from a sociological 
point of view, 

On Morals —The necessity in modern society to establish 


`| and maintain a system of morals isdependent of religious 


ideas. . 
Art, 19. Other questio a8 may be proposed before the 
lab of June, 1880, at the 1 st, to the Executive Commis- 


organization, the Congress will constitute ita bureau for the . 


inquiry bearing particularly on the number of societies, the- 


8, The study of the preliminary reports and of the discus- ` 


| 
| 
| 
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sion, who will submit them to the Council of Organ‘zation, 
and, in case of a division in opinion, to the Congress, 


- Art. 18, No other subject besides those in the Order of 


Exercises will be discussed in the Congress. The Bureau 
and the President will see that the speakers do not vary 
from the programme. 

Art, 14. No member can speak until he is recorded and 
in his turn. 

Art. 15, The delegates from branches, members of the 
Universal Federation, will alone vote on this business of the 
Order. of Exercises, and each society will hav but one vote. 

Art, 16. In general, the Congress will not vote. If other 
votes are admitted by the Bureau, they will not bind the 
conduct of the societies nor the consciences of their mem- 
bers. 
` Art, 17. The use of the various languages is at the option 
of the Congress. 

Art, 18, The Council of Organization will publish a full 
report of the work of the Congress, audit the accounts, and 
execute the resolutions. 

Art. 19. The Universal Federation will fix the date and 
the place of the new Congress. . 

` BnussELs; March 15, 1880. 
i The Council of Organization, 


V. Arnould, advocate, rue des Palais, 38, Schaerbeek. 
D. Brismee, printer, place du Noveau Marche aux Grains, 


9. 
A. Cornette, recorder, rue de l'Offrande, 19, Antwerp. 
. N. Coulon, tailor, rue Beriot, 54 St. Josse-teu-Noode. 
Ch. Debuyger, mechanic, rue de la Montague, 51. 
H. Denis, advocate, chausee de Warne, 148, Ixelles, 
C. Dz Paepe, M D., rue Cuerens, 18. f 
A. Daverger, litterateur, rue Linne, 67, St. Josse-teu- 
Noode. 
E. Feron, advocate, Av. de la Toison d'Or, 88, Bt. Gilles. 
N. Goffin, merchant, rue Pachece, 91, 
P. Janson, member Chamber of Reps, p. Sablon, 7. 
Ch. Potvin, journalist, rue Lens, 28, Ixelles. 
C. Staudaert, glover, rue de l'Escalier, 14. 
Eugene Steens, commercial agent, rue St. Lazare, 19, 
Bt.-Josse-teu-Noode. 
A. Vancaubergh, advocate, rue Fousny, 56, St. Gilles. 


The Executive Committee. 


Y. Arnould, Correspondent for France and the Nether- 
lands. 

C, De Paepe, Correspondent in the English language. 

A, Duverger, Correspondent in the German language. 

"Eug. Steens, Correspondent in the Italian and Spanish 
languages. 

N. G ffin, Treasurer. 

A. Vancaubergh, Secretary. 

For the first time in the history of our era an international 
meeting of union and fraternity among Freethinkers of 
many nations and many languages is about to become a 
fact, “full of hope for all lovers of freedom, full of menace 
to all the tyrants of the world.” The church has its organ- 
izations in all Countries, and its system for enslaving the 
minds of men and women and biasing little children in very 
complete order. Now that Freethinkers hav gained free- 
dom of conscience, it is their duty and opportunity to work 
for the emancipation of all men and women from the toils 
of ignorance and superstition. This is to be the work of the 
Congress at Brussels—to gather information from various 
eountries on the condition of our great cause and to com- 
pare notes as to the methods of advancing it. 

The Liberals of the United States can profit by this grand 
occasion to make themselves felt through able representa. 
tives in the World's Congress of Liberals, and so broaden 
and deepen their sympathy for humanity and increase their 
zeal in the good work, A small contribution from the 
many members of the National Liberal League, and from 
Liberals generally, will pay the expenses of one or more 
delegates to the Congress. The notice of the appointment 
of such a delegate must be forwarded so as to reach Brus- 
sels by June 1st, and action must be prompt to enable us to 
carry out the programme. 

While the Evangelical Alliance and other Christian &880- 
ciations are able to expend many thousands in sending their 
delegates to distant countries, the vast number of Liberals, 
if as well organized, could equal, if not surpass, them in 
their exertions. Their motive is to keep the people in igno 
rance and mental bondage; ours is to instruct and emanci- 
pate; and sacrifice in our^cause is more honorable and 
worthy of praise. Contributions for this purpose may be 
sent to this office, and will be acknowledged in THE TRUTE 
SEEKER. The Board of Directors of the N. L. L. will 
gelect the delegation. A. L. Rawson, Bec. N, L. L., 

19 Lafayette Place, New York. 


W.S. Bell in the Buckeye State. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH BEEkEB, Sir: W. B. 
Bell delivered a course of lectures for the Portage County 
Liberal Society at Ravenna, Ohio, commencing May 10th; 
subject, ** Hell, Bigotry, and Intolerance;” May 11th, *' Infi- 
delity, Freethought, and Science ;” May 12:h, *‘ Revivals 
of Religion vestiges of Barbarism.” Notwithstanding that 
these lectures were the firat of the kind ever delivered in 
this place, in whith it is only by the hardest work that the 
Dalversalists are able to support their church, the audiences 
Were very good; for when it is taken into consideration that 
President Rexford of Bucthtel College, who lectured here a 
short time ago üpon ** Col. Ingersoll and his Audiences,” 
had no larger house, ‘thee is no harm in our saying ** good ” 
with the '' very.” Even Mr. Rexford's lectures Were con- 
sidered Bo near to that of aij Infidel that some of our ortt o- 
dox brethren thought that such a mau ought not to be 
allowed to speak'in the place. ‘What th ink they now ? 

Mr. Bell is a fing speaken, handling lils subjects with an 


ease that 8hows plainly that he is well acquainted with both 
sides of the questions which day by day are becoming of 
more interest to Freethinkers, He is an earnest worker in 
ithe Liberal movement, and one who should be kept -con- 
| Btantly at work. R. A. HASBROUCK. 
c 


From Elmina, ^ 


DEAR FRIEND BENNETT: I drop a line to say the big 
book came all right and in nicé order, and I hav read fifty 
pages of it and like it ever so much, and will try and say 
more about it by and by. 

————— 9 e 
Married on Sunday, April 4, 1880, Oscar G., Slenker and 
Inez E, Palmer. 
*' He is the crown of her life; 
He finds in her forgetfulness of strife, 
Something to charm e’en weary thought away, 
And fill each passing hour with brightest ray.” 


——— — —MM———————— 


DEAR TRUTH SEE&ERS : When I find a real good thing I 
always want my friends to know, love, and appreciate it, 
and as I class all readeis of my pet paper among my best 
friends. I hav gained Mr, Benneit's permission to tell you, 
through its columns, what I think of Harper's Young Peo- 
ple It is now twenty-eight weeks old, and 1 hav read every 
number of it from beginning to end, and pronounce it 
excellent. It is just the thing for children, little and big, 
and tbey are all crazy for it. My numbers all go over 
Snow ville, and way out in the country besides. The arti- 
cles: are interesting, instructive, and amusing, They are 
historical, philosophica], poetical, comic, and humorous. 


Fact, fiction, and natural history, puzzles, riddles, and | 


plays fill its pages, which are all illustrated by excellent 
engravings, some of which are real gems of art. Even the 
letters from the wee, wee little ones are nice and interest- 
ing. I hope you who are fathers and mothers will send for 
at least one specimen copy; and those who are not blessed 
with children can do as I do, take a copy for the children 
of your neighbors, and thus make glad many a little heart 
and do a good deed besides. 

There is no amusement that is more pleasing, as well as 
instructive and entertaining than good reading, and I aesure 
you, my friends, you will fiad Harper's Young People the 
best weekly paper for the young that has ever been gotten 
up. Address, Harper & Brothers, Franklin Square, New 
York. $1.50 a year; single copies 4 cents, 

Snowville, Va., May 18, 1880. E.MINA D. SLENEER. 

eom 


Book Notices. 


THE GODS AND RELIGIONS OF ANCIENT AND MODERN 
TixES. New York: D. M, Bennett, Liberal and Scien- 
tific Publishing House, 141 Eighth street, 1880. Vol- 
ume I. 

This is the first of two volumes, the second of which is 
now in press, written by D. M, Bennett during his incar- 
Ceration in the Albany Penitentiary, He had been con- 
victed of mailing an indecent book, in regard to which he 
says in the Preface to this volume : *' The charge is wholly 
unjust. The litile argumentative and philosophical work 
upon which I was convicted contains not a word that is 
‘obscene, and is couched in as unobjectionable language as 
any philosophical work of the kind, . . . My conviction 
was a foregone conclusion, and my trial a very unfair one— 
a mere mockery of justice—the object being to crush me and 
ny business. The instigator of the prosecution [Comstock]. 
the prosecuting attorney [Woodford], his assistant [Fiero], 
the judge [Benedict], and the jury, were orthodox, and 
religious opponents and enemies. I was prepared to show 
by the first booksellers, writers, authors, philologists, and 
experts in the country that the work is not obscene. This 
privilege was denied me. I was not allowed to show the 
purpose and object of the work. I was not allowed to hav 
it in its entirety read to the jury. I was not allowed to com- 
pare it with numerous standard works sold daily by all deal- 
ers. ‘fhe rulings and decisions of the Court were against 
me in every instance, and the charge to the jury was of the 
same Character, The same rulipgs and instructions would 
convict every bookseller in the country,” 

The volume before us comprises nearly 900 psges, and 
Contains a concise description of the gods and the worship 
of the gods of the Hindoos, of Persia, Egypt, China, 
Greece, Rome, tbe Norsemen, African tribes, American sav- 
ages, and of the Semitic races, from whom the gods and 
worship of our own time in civilized countries are derived. 
It would be impossible in a short article to review in detail 
the multitude of subjects covered, There is no pretense of 
originality; the book is a collection of materials that hav 
heretofore been scattered in various books, some well known 
and others obscure, and the general purpose in bringing 
together under the eye of the reader all ihe religions of the 
world, ancient and modern, is apparently to expose the pop- 
ular creeds of to-day by showing their relationship to and 
origin in the forgotten or cast aside creeds of the past. 

The investigation of the worship of the Bible, and the 
acceptance of Jesus as a mediator between man and the 
Almighty, is thorough, and the objections in most respects 
unanswerable. in discussing the former, the history of all 
the books of the Bible is given from Genesis to Revelations, 
and a multitude of popular errors respecting authorship, 
prophecy, and the fulfillments of prophecy are exposed from 
the text itself. The utter ustrust worthiness of the book of 
the New Testament, as evidence of the divinity of Jesus, or 
éveu as evidence of his sayings and doings, is demonstrated 
by their history, and the striking, though not original, argu- 


ment is advanced that inasmuch as the authenticity of these 
books was in doubt for tbe 500 years immediately following 
the obscure events to which they relate, it is rather severe to 
punish with hell-flre doubts arising ! 5^^ vears later, especial- 
: by a succession of 


ly as the original doubts Were 0: ': 


conventions, composed of ignorant, superstitious, self-seek 
ing, and confessedly uninspired priests, whose votes rejected 
or received the copy of a copy of a manuscript (the origina 
of which had long since disappeared) as a part of the Word 
of God. 

Mr, Bennett givs 515 principal impossibilities aud improb- 
abilities appearing in the Old aud New Testaments. Some 
of the most striking we transcribe: 

That the earth is older than the sun. 

"That Cain should fiad a wife when his mother was the 
only woman living. 

That the Polar bear from the Arctic regions, the reindeer 
from the frozen North, the lions and tigers from the tropics, 
the kangiroo from Australia, the sloth—an exceedingly slow 
traveler—from S»uth America, with all the rest from all lat- 
itudes and climes, including all the insects and worms, 
which hardly ever make long journeys, should be able to 
mske the trip and arrive just in time, and all be ready to go 
in (the ark) together at the right moment and in good mili 
tary order. 

That the animals, fowls, and insects could liv over a year 
in Noah's big box without appropriate food. — . 

[ 3r. Bennett forgets that with God all things are possible.] 

That the land should be completely filled with frogs, so 
that they should even get into the kneading trough, espe- 
cially when theré was no water in the country, 

That inasmuch as the sun and moon were thus [by Joshua] 
delayed the length of a whole day, making that day as long 
as two days, the inhabitants of other nations and in other 
countries knew nothing about it nor spoke of the remarkable 
phenomenon. 

That Matthew, in giving the genealogy of Jesus to show 
that he descended from David, should giv the genealogy of 
Joseph, who he immediately declares was Lot the father of 
Jesus, 

That Matthew should be able to narrate the particulars of 
the transfiguration on the Mount when Moses and Eiias 
appeared, when he was not present, while Johh, who, he 
says, was present, has not a word to say about it. 

That, being hungry, Jesus should approach a fig-tree in 
the time of year when not in bearing, and because he found 


no figs upon it, get angry, and curse it so it died. 


That John, like Mark, should think the ascension of 
Jesus into heaven of insufficient consequence even to allude 
to it. . 

Besides the list of imposaibilities and improbabilities, sev- 
eral pages are given to a catalogue of contradictions, and 
one page is devoted to a reference to obscenities. Of this 
the author says: ‘It is not the purpose here to quote the 
obscene Chapters ‘and verses alluded to, for one rea:oo, that 


they would Very likely be distasteful to the reader, and for 


another, that it might subject the writer to another prosecu- 
tion and imprisonment.” But it occurs to us that Mr, Ben- 
nett does not evade the penalty. lie refers by number to 
chapter and verse, and as the law prohibits the circulation 
of anything giving information where obscene literature 
may be obtained, he is clearly guilty of another violation. 
However, he might reasonably expect the Bible Society to 
defend him in any such event, if from no other motive, at 
least to establish precedent for their own protection. 

In concluding his first volume the author refers to the 
manifold conceded errors of the Bible as an argument 
against its unquestioned adoption as the inspired word of & 
perfect God, ‘‘Tne American Bible Society,” he says, “in 
1847 appointed a committee of its members to prepare a 
standard edition of the King James version free from typo- 
graphical errors, They prepared such an edition, correct- 
ing, as they stated, 24,000 errors, but so alarmed did they 
become at the attacks made upon it that it was withdrawn, 
and the American Bible Society continues to this day to 
print and send over the world a book as ‘the word of God,’ 
containing, by their own admission, 24,000 errors.” 

Mr, Bennett’s book is an interesting one to read, and val- 
uable for reference, containing, as it does, within its pages 
not alone his own statements of facts, arguments, and opin. 
ions, but also those of the principat authors who hav 
written upon the subjects which he presents. No matter 
what conclusion he may reach, no person can intelligently 
understand or discuss the Bible, its claim to divinity, or its 
Contents, without having gone over the same ground that 
Mr. Bennett covers in his work.—Zruth. 


"Every God a Liar. 

To Tue EvrroR or Tas TRUTH BEEkER, Sir: The 
New Yoik Herald denounces Col. Iagersoll's lecture last 
Sunday evening at Booth'a Theatre as ‘‘ vulgar.” Tne Zel- 
egram says, “Ingersoll is to religion what Kearney is to 
politics.” 

As both these assertions are absolutely untrue, they are 
added proofs of what we wrote last week: ‘‘ It is the well 
settled policy of the Christian press to denounce every 
public meeting that Liberals hold as immoral and obscene, 
no matter how orderly or how carefully expressed the 
speeches are." 

The Liberals of this country will find such comfort ag 
they can in one of the consolations of Shakspere: ‘ Virtue 
itself 'scapes not calumnious strokes ;" and, '* be thou as 
chaste A ice, as pure as snow, thou shalt mot escape cal- 
umny." 

Liberals, remember this and go on with your work. 

T. ©. L, 
—— e 

Mr. D. B. CrIssEL, Republic, S:neca Co., Ohio, writes, 
** There are quite à number of Liberals in this community, 
and we are willing to do all we can for the cause," "Will 
those Liberals please aid Mr. Crissel in the formation of & 
Liberal League? They need not be at a loss for a good 
name at any rate, if they will call their League after the 
philosopher whose name they bear. 


The Truth Seeker, fay 99, 1880. 


Communications. 


True Courage. 


Fellow-workers in the great Liberal field, whose main 
object is the possession of truth, I trust that all of us per- 
ceive the necessity of manifesting toward one another a 
spirit of broad and generous catholicity. The great trouble 
with all schools of aggressive thought against superstition, 
priestly dictation, and political domination has ever been 
the determination of each particular faction or phase of 
reform to exhibit in a measure the same narrowness (to 
Other honest workers) as the venders of creeds manifested 
toward them. 

As no effect can exist without a cause to produce it, it is 
evident that an evil so universal must be the legitimate out. 
come of irfluences that must be corrected ere the reign of 
human rights will be established and the laws of equity 
respected. 

There is a vast amount of folly exhibited and valuable 
time wasted in. pruning trifling wrongs from the tree of 
evil and allowing it to rest undisturbed in the rich soils that 
sustain its. roots and body. 

We dwell too little on the few simple and natural rights 
that inure to each individual, a knowledge and practice of 
which secure to him or her all the liberties the individual 
mind and body can erjoy or retain, and which, in their 
simple, natural use, cannot conflict with the equal rights of 
others. 

There seems nothing more difficult than definitions, and 

there certainly ¿s nothing more confusing than much of the 
interpretation. This is not to be wondered at by those 
whose interest lies in misrepresenting us; 'tia strange on the 
part of those claiming to work with us. 
: There are some grand principles on which most men 
agree, viz, theee: That we hav an undoubted right to think 
as we please; to use our highest reason in criticising and 
investigating all propositions that bear directly or indirectly 
on the happiness or misery of the human race; that he or 
she is a bigot that will not at once concede this right with. 
out an if ora but. They will admit also that human beings 
are entitled to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; 
and that as no individual, or class of individuals, ever hav, 
or ever can be, endowed by nature with any more than these 
principles or truth contain. We are each the peer of the 
other, and, in the simple measure of rigbt, a unit. 

When we begin to work out in detail the principles on 
which, as a whole, we are in perfect accord, then com- 
mences the trouble. We classify ourselves into different 
schools, and take for our cardinal principle some particular 
thought, sround which cluster and revolve the sum of our 

. emotions, the result of our reason, and the strength of our 
desires. In proportion as these crystallize into positive 
shape do they form repellant angles toward other schools 
whose central thought differs from ours. 

In the defense of what each school deems an essential 
truth, they violate a principle on which all rights are based, 
viz , the right of each individual member of the race, 

In no direction is this evil more manifest than in the 
narrowne:8 of those who claim to belong to the friends of 
universal freedom and justice. 

Imagine for one moment the absurdity of the position 
those occupy who limit the principle of the largest liberty 
of mind and body to the masculine sex; who think women 
are good enough for cooks and baby-factories, but quite 
unfit as law-makers and physicians. I want to be patient, 
and mean to be just, but ’tis almost more than I can tolerate 
and endure to hear a par!y of Liberalists vent their epleen 
against the church and priesthood for their bigotry, and 
then join hands with these twin evils by saying they are not 
quite prepared to see women vote. 

The simple truth is that justice, equity, or even ordinary 
common sense, knows no distinctions on account of sex or 
color. No principles in nature, be they morals or physics, but 
are equally good and potent, whether enunciated by man or 
woman, 

The discoveries in science by Miss Mitchell, Somerville, 
and numerous other women, were quite.as good as though 
they had been filtered through the brain of Miss Mitchell’s 
father or any other masculine professor. 

The chisel in the hand of Harriet Hosmer, the book and 
pencil in the hand of Rosa Bonheur, ihe histrionic talents 
of a Rachel, Siddons, Ristori, and a Bernhardt, and the 
brilliant pens of women that hav and still enrich literature, 
a8 wellasthe grand army of women orators, all evidence 
their equality with us. 

This question should be so settled in the minds of all true 
Liberal workers that they should hav the courage to express 
and defend it. 

Passing beyond all contention on the question of any 
difference in right on account of the d fference in gex, we 
shall find that we occupy a decided advantage over those 
that still hesitate about what constitutes woman's rights and 
woman's sphere, 

Conceding, what we hav so long hesitated to concede 
(and which has demonstrated more clearly than anything 
else our cowardice and despotism), that women are entitled 
to all the advantages and privileges that men enjoy, will 
open the greatest ilood gates of agitation that ever agitated 
this or any other people. 

In the coming fight there is no room for cowards. 
Courage of the most positive kind is needed, for rest assured 
that just as soon as Women hav an equal voice in the family, 
the church, and state, ‘‘ all hell may not be let loose,” but 
very much of the hell that curses the family circle and hangs 
like gangrene on the body politic will be cut loose, and 
those who now rule the cburch and the devoted sisterhood 
will find their empty honors, with their silly robes, slipping 
from them, 


Those who to-day are afraid of the investigation that 
“ Cupid's Yokes” invites, will discover that this little dis- 
turber of orthodox and Bundy-Underwood- Abbot peace is 
8 Very courteous and needed intruder. 

Ob, yes, when women are allowed the right to expose the 
brutality and tyranny that curses the present order of 
married life, there will be many a man made better, or he 
will find-a new boarding house. The weeding.out process 
will not be confined to the drunkards. The saints, moral- 
ists, and Liberalists, in part, will be weighed in the balance 
ofa wife-justice and found wanting. © 

Many, very many, poor. slaves who linger out miserable 
lives as the result of forced maternity will rejoice at their 
deliverance, and the obscenity that Comstock justifles will 
find no refuge in true homes. As the home is the founda- 
tion of all good and all evil, let us use our best endeavors to 
make it what it should be. 

When I consider the simplicity of this question of human 
rights, Iam astonished that it seems so little uxiderstood. 
It is not possible for any one to be unjust who keeps in view 
a very few simple propositions. The truth that we can only 
possess the same degree of latitude of thought that we accord 
to others, that we can only so act as not to infringe on their 
equal right to act, and that it is as unreasonable for us to 
find fault with them for seeing different from us in matters 
of science, religion, morals, and politics, as it would be for 
them to find fault with us, are axioms that cannot be dis- 
puted. 

Do we follow these to their legitimate results, there will 
be no room for Materialists or Spiritualists to cavil or fret 
over any mental conclusion one or the other may make. 
Our sincerity for the general good should unite us. We 
fight a common enemy—one that opposes the method of 
each and all of us to search for truth. 

Though a very decided Spiritualist—decided, because 
evidence has come to my own sense of touch, sight, and 
thought that nothing but the spiritual philosophy makes 
reasonable—I hav, nevertheless, found in the Material ranks 
some of the grandest of human souls, men and women. 
Their aid is invaluable; they aid us im the best possible 
relations to our line of thought, and enable us io sift more 
clearly the evidence that sustains us. 

There is too much needed and practical work for us to 
do to waste our time in pouting and making faces at each 
other. Women that hav done so much of late years to help 
on the cause of human progress are goirg to ask every true 
man just where he stands, "Those that respond aright will 
need courage; those that lack this article may ask John C. 
Bundy where he and Mr. Abbot will place them. The signs 
are ominous. Who knows but, after all, Mr. Heywood may. 
take a front seat and Comstock a baggage-car? 

Lockport, IUl., April 26, 1880. GEORGE LYNN. 
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W. S. Bell in South Cleveland. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH. SEEKER, Sir: Mr. 
W. S. Bell delivered two lectures here on April 28th and 
29th. In the first the speaker demonstrated the folly and 
lack of reason in the belief in hell most admirably, The 
second lecture was in answer to the question, ‘‘ What does 
Freethought Offer in place of Christianity?” The subject was 
handled with ability. 

In this lecture Mr. Bell spoke in a very touching manner 
of the persecution of D. M. Bennett, the man who had 
suffered more for free thought, free speech, a free press, 
and free mails than any other living man. He rejoiced to 
know that at that moment Mr. Bennett was at liberty. 

The lecturer commanded the closest attention throughout 
and was frequently applauded. Mr. Bell speaks fluentiy, 
reasons logically, and givs universal satisfaction. We 
earnestly hope that he may be Kept constantly employed, 
as there is much work to be done. 

So. Cleveland, O., May 4, 1880. Omas. M. PETERSON. 
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Sydney Smith on Comstock-Crosby Societies. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sr: Did any 
of your readers ever read the essays of the Rev. Sydncy 
Smith? I hope some hav and that al! others will read them, 
for possibly they may thereby become inspired with the 
glorious spirit of their author.. What areagoner he was ! 
Nothing can stard before his logic. And how he does de- 
stroy all cant, sham, and humbug when he gets at them I 
How fair, how just, he is! His splendid and solid talent 
and his high position as a minister in the church of England 
gave him most wonderful authority. What a legacy are 
his writings ! but alas, our people read nothing now except 
newspapers and trashiest novels. I wish to call the atten- 
tion of your thousands of readers to what Sydney Smith 
says about our Comstock. Crosby institutions for the sup- 
pression of vice. As no one, hardly, can get hold of Smith's 
Essays‘ unless in the larger cities, it may be intereating. In 
the essay in the Edinburgh Review, year 1800, entitled 
t Proceedings of the Society for the Suppressi»n of Vice,” 
he begins: ‘ The object of such a society must at first sight 
conciliate the favor of every respectable person; and he 
who objects is bound to giv good reasons. We cer- 
tainly hav had doubts and now think we must state them.” 
He says that though informers may be useful, etc., it by no 
means follows to combine, make a public purse, and pros- 
ecute. ‘‘An informer is in general a man of very indifferent 
Character. So much fraud and deception are necessary for 
carrying on his trade, it is 80 odious, that no man of respect. 
ability will ever undertake it." 

Think of that, O Anthony and O Crosby ! But to quote 
again about informers : 

* It is evidently impossible to make such a character 
otherwise than odious. A man who receives weekly pay 
for prying into the transgressions of mankind and bringing 
them to punishment will always be hated by mankind, and 


the question of obscenity, 
thirty-sixth chapter of Isaiah or the eighteenth of 2 Kings?) 


fair? It is not even so in London. 
country, with all the leading citizens, perhaps, on one side? 
It-is even probable the defendant's accusers are his jury.” 


every species of extortion would result. 


the cffice must fall to the lot of men of desperate and am- 
biguous character. 
become an evil as great as any sought to be suppressed. 
The alarm such private accusers create is known to be very 
great, not only to the guilty but to the timid, innocent, and 
ignorant; destruction of social confidence is another evil. 


Such officers and their patronage 


An informer worms my secret out of me and betrays me. 


‘These evils may be tolerated on a small scale ; on a large 
they become intolerable, 
ing about the city may frighten the mass of offenders and 
do some good ; ten thousand would create an ingurrection.’ 


Thirty or forty informers roam- 


Let me add that the innocent may well fear in the United 
States, seeing that Heywood and Bennett are singled out 
for selling a harmless pamphlet, while the venders of Boc- 


caccio and Balzac are unnoticed, and judges decide that 


"any book having substantial portions that are obscene 
is within the statute,” and only the verses marked by the 
prosecution shall be considered or read on the trial to settle 
(How if we were to publish the 


“ But,” continues Smith, ‘if once such a combination to 


suppress vice is allowed, where are ita limits to be? What 


accused person dares stand against such a society ? Their 
mandates would soon be law. Accusation would in such 
case be ruin. Individuals accuse at their own risk, which 


igs a security against needless accusations—a security that ; 


cannot be had as against a large society to which pecuniary 
loss is of little consequence. It must not be forgotten that 
this is not a society for punishing but for accusing, and that 
before trial the accused is presumed innocent and must hav 
every fair chance of defense. [This is the very genius of 
our institutions.}] He must be no common defendant who 
does not defend ‘against such a society with very fearful 
odds—best counsel against him, great skill in the particular 
cause, witnesses thoroughly hackneyed in courts, and un- 
limited command of money, and inflaence of the names of 
the chief members of the society. ‘Lord Radstock or the 
Bishop of Durham against a Whitechapel butcher!’ Is this 
What must it be in the 


“ [f it is lawful for respectable men to combine for the 
purpose of turning informers, it is lawful for the lowest, 
most despicable race of informers to do the ssme—and then 
We are rather sur- 
prised that no society of perjured attorneys and fraudulent 


bankrupts has risen up in the metropolis for the suppression 


of vice.” 
He adds that as the present society receives no members 


but those of the church of England, it is reasonable to sup- 
pose other exclusive societies may arise to suppress vice in 
aid of Methodism, Jacobinism, etc., etc. 
ject is good is no reason in its favor ; 


Because the ob- 
if it is, then societies 
for procuring intelligence from foreign ports, voluntary 
transport and victualing societies—iu short, every business 
and duty of government—should be duplicated.. Such soci- 
eties cannot be restrained within moderate bounds; the 
most violent and ignorant carry them against the rest. These 
societies produce a reaction and render opposition to them. 
popular in time—always hav and always will; combina- 


tions to suppress are followed by combinations to encour- 


age. [Tens of thousands hav read ‘‘ Cupid's Yokes” who 
would never hav heard of it but for the outrage on Bennett; 
tens of thousands hav heard of Bennett since who never 
heard of Heywood before it occured.] *'' Violent methods 
of making people virtuous originated in darker ages than 
ours, When the science of government was ill understood. 
A suppressing society hunting everywhere for penalty will 
revive ancient fanaticisms.” ‘‘As to a great many laws 
against immoralities, etc., it is impossible to enforce them, 
and well it isso. Any constable hearing one swearing pro- 
fanely has a legal right to arrest him. Common sense, left 
to itself, silently repeals such laws. The object is all right, 
but the means are reprehensible.” 

‘Beginning with the best intentions, such societies 
degenerate into the receptacles for tittle-tattle and malice. 
Ratcatchers love to catch rats, bug destroyers seize on bugs 
with delight, and the suppyesser glories in finding his vice. 
He soon becomes a mere tradesman. The society 
cannot be ignorant of the numbers of gambling houses 
resorted to by men of fashion. Hav they attempted to sup- 
press one? Can anything be more despicable than such 
partiality ? Can any one suppose such a society will ever 
attack the vices of the fashionable ? The members know 
very well such attempts would exclude them from elegant 
society. Nothing therefore remains but to rage againat the 
Sunday dinners of the poor, and to prevent a laborer from 
losing on the first day that beard which has been augment- 
ing during the other six, At present they should denominate 
themselves a society for suppressing the vices of persons 
whose incomes are less than £500 per annum [of Freethink- 
ers].”’ 

To show the absurdities into which that particular society 
had run he quotes from their proceedings a passage in 
which they boast of the good effects of their “ warnings to 
booksellers, etc., against selling or exhibiting indecent pub- 
lications," and “lament the extended establishment of 
circulating libraries whereby works of immoral and pruri- 
ent nature are circulated.” 

“Than such conduct,” says Smith, nothing can be 
more presumptuous. The natural answer from these societies 
will be that we are lovers of vice, desirous of promoting inde- 
cency, destroying the Sabbath, etc. We calmly reply that 
We are neither so stupid nor so wicked a8 not to concur in 
every scheme to preserve rations! religion and sound 
morality; but the scheme must be well concerted, and those 
who carry it into execution must deserve our confidence. 
Upon religion and morals depend the happiness of our 
race, but the fortune of knaves and power of fools are 
sometimes made to rest on the same apparent basis, and we 
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will:never willingly permit a rogue to get rich:or a block: 
head to get power under the sauction of these awful words. 
The cowardly and the mean.can never be the friends of 
morality, the promoters of human happiness. Ji 
There, Mr. Editor, is the opinion of one who not only led 
-the opinion of his- day by. his Common sense, lofty position, 
and true nobility of soul, but who still continues to lead it 
through the spirit animating the- works he has left to us, on 
-, almost every subject upon which he has spoken. There is 
- hig opinion of such societies. It must hav its proper weight 
with all thinking people who read it. Many who might 
. never see his works will be enabled by this publication 
to read it, Horr, 


The Bennett Reception. 


.."To ram EDITOR cr THE TRUTH. SEEKER, Sir: The Con- 
vention on the occasion of Mr. Bennett’s restoration to lib 
erty. was the best demonstration of the fact that Liberala 
know, their rights, and fully resolve to obtain and enjoy 

_ them, that has been made since the late daring innovations 

_Onthem by church tyranny. Ap annual mass convention 
in New York city discussirg the relative right and practice 
hav to progrese, would facilitate effort, do what the Liberal 
League Congress hag not time for, ‘and utilize radical force 
through reform branches. 

Philanthropists would gladly hope that, knowing now so 
well that constant vigilance alone caa secure freedom, the 
Liberal Leagues, laborers, and Freethinkers’ compacts will 
multiply rapidly, and other important measures be inati- 
tuted to form and unite a mighty phalanx with a view to 
.political. influence. and governmental renovation. - Until 
such influence is gained we only retard the determined des- 
potism of sect and caste, and teach their councils to devise 
new and worse schemes to circumvent our efforts. Public 
sentiment has nobly honored and vindicated Bro. Bennett 
and the fearless TRUTH SEEKER, and my tears of joy hav 
kissed the fitting, printed utterances that welcomed him to 
sweet home and the continued production of the journal for 
the enlightening of educated ignorance, Vigilance must 


prevent more martyrs from. suffering in dungeons to terrify. 


, the weak and make coward subjects of the many. What 
.has appeared to some as reckless daring in those who hav 
been imprisoned is but straightforward obedience to natural 
rights and humane duties. .The faults were of the many 
publishers and venders of literature who succurabed to threat 
and ostracism. Had all firmly sustained rights con- 
ferred by the Constitution, spurious, acts could. not hav 
enabled .irquisitors, to convict any for true adherence. 
Those who trimmed their lamps of truth and firmly wrought 
for common welfare cannot be too highly esteemed. . Of 
such are the teachings of people. to compose a practical 
republic ; of such will be the constructors of such re. 
public. 

. Go. on learning truth and teaching honesty and couragé, 
Hey wood, Bennett, Wright, Wakeman, Ingersoll, Roberts, 
and all the good, for universal reform must be reached. 
Falter not, true sisters, firm in freedom's van; Colby, liber- 
ating oracle of angels; Colman, ever dauntless; Post, 

. grand in principle, act, and word; Stenker, tireless in argu- 
ment and pen; and on whom shall Mott's bright mantle 
fall? All gaze, and echo answers, whom? In this full, 
populated land fewer women to face giant wrongs than in 
former perilous times, Contemplate the fact, philosophers, 
and note the duties some hav Overlooked and all. hav 
Shirked. Does not the view show that depraved institu- 

‘tions, combining, hav existed on woman's ignorance and 
subjection, and will exist while they hold: her stupid acqui- 
escence in established shams ? -Uan our radical knowledge, 
our understanding of liberty, graduate into legislation while 
motherhood is prostrate ‘neath these stultifying powers, 
bearing siavish offspring, and nursing fashionable vices ? 
Thinking men and women, looking for liberation from com- 
plex thraldom, here are queries that should arouse you to 
such action as was never yet exerted for human redemption. 
Iastead of America expecting all her own to do their duty, 
we hav a few radicals praying to a few thousand more to 
learn duties than do them. Much learning must come into 

‘the work, for comparatively few men perceive that woman's 
individuality and action are as necessary to free minds and 
republicanism as theirs. In this, liberty differs from des- 
potism ; people look back and mix lessons. The great, 
good worker, Ingersoll, does not see but he can ever carry 
his consort Vine twining as a vesture, and his daughter blos- 

.80ms as gems in his bosom. President Wright is mindful 
that Mrs. Mott’s quick courage inspired men to action, and 
says we rely on women to carry on the great battle for Ruman- 
ity, but does not inform us how they are to be brought to 
the work. I think men will ‘make a path for them or tire 
of relying, 

The meshwork of church society, in other words, popu- 
Jar respectability, forming the surface and order of things, 
must be broken into to extricate women who are the fibre 
and sustain the order. The quietness of liberty has allowed 
tyranny to adapt custom to its behest, and persistent labor 
must reform it from the base of physical energies., 

Even Liberals still cling to that baleful responsibility, 
though so slavish and antagonistic to true life. As an indis- 
pensable measure in accomplishing Liberal work and ulti- 
mating success, people must be encouraged and sustained; 
especially must woman, in a revolt from present usage and 
&n adoption of habits giving integral strength; both must be 
radical and independent enough toliv by their own stand- 
ards of right in aM things, and as they increase in numbers 
a better order of society will appear. Isolated communi- 
ties do but little in this line; the work should permeate the 
masses, be done in their sight. 

The sickly awe and fulsome ay à3ttery so long exerted over 
Woman make man’s firm aid a 1 ecessity in her release, his 
brave inspiration & need in her timidity for atime; but once 


aware.of her latent power, will be an able ally in all good 
work, while old evils will he wakened by deserting forces 
and enemies obliged to accept equality. The sooner this 
trial is made a strong and deflnite part of all reforms, the 
earlier will the mutual labor of the sexes supplant 9ppret- 
sion by the operations of sublime j istice. 

I think Pillsbury, Andrews, Leland, and many others see 
that woman's, as well as man's, adoption of self-directed 
liberty in all that is possible and good, must precede the 
inauguration of what is demanded; and, for the benefit of 
all in staying tue spirit of prejudice, the persecution of bit- 
terness, I appeal to them for expression on this department 
of the current campaign. 

Efficiency, naturalness, and zeal for truth must somehow 
supersede the weskness avd fictitiousncss of woman, and 
this defensive struggle for rights, needing her co-action, her 
presence speaking for self-regard, for choice of place, for 
knowledge for herself and children, marks this a signal 
time for a wise departure in her modes and motives of 
action. Not to mention the gallantry, the dignity of Liber- 
alism should now offer the ever withheld incentives to a 
free, worthy, and happy. womanhood, for the sake of 
manhood no less, of general liberty more. 

ne Mary E. TILLOTSON, 
il Ag 
Book Notice. 


Tar Gons AND RELIGIONS OF ANCIENT AND MODERN 
Times. By D. M. BENNETT. Vol I. D. M. Bennett 
Publisher. New York, 1880. 


Some books are remarkable not simply for what they are 


in themselves, but for the place in which they were written, 
and this book stands among the number. lt was written in 
prison, by a convict, in the midst of hard work, and is cer- 
tainly the result of immense industry and. perseverance. 
But that convict was also a sufferer in behalf of mental 
liberty ; and from this point of view the book acquires a 
much vaster meaning. It is a landmark in human effort 
and progress. It is:the bold challenge of the human mind 
against chains and superstitions. It is the work of a daunt- 
less soul that will not yield ite birthright of freedom, but 
though the body is bound, will roam through all lands on 
the wings of thought, and with clear insight arrange for 
scientific inspection the gods who would fain overthrow the 
daring critic. But the critic has shown himself too much 
for all the gods, anu they must bide their diminished heads 
as with. swift and facile pen he flings them in panoramic 
display before the bar of common | sense. 

Not only the first volume of nearly a thousand pages has 
Mr. Bennett written during his eventful prison career, but 
a second volume of the same sizs, and ‘‘ Behied the Bars," 
a book of nearly five hundred pages. This is something 
prodigious, considering that the writer could not, like many 
an ardent scholar, "burn the midnight oil," but had to go 
to.bed at eight o'clock, and could not get up until a stated 
hour in the morning, and then only to wearing physical 
labor. The production of these three large books during a 
year's trying imprisonment looks very much 1 ke a miracle, 
as if somehow or other the angel of the Lord had given 
him a helping hand; but as the age of miracles is over, we 
must assume that Mr. Bennett accomplished the task by his 
own "innate, inborn gumption," which, after all, is the 
greatest of miracle-workers, and pu!s Jehovah entirely in 
the shade. 

These book& are worth reading simply as emanations from 
the prison-house of tyranny, showing that the unconquer- 
able human mind will vindicate its heaven-born privilege of 
thinking, and send out its flashing rays, even though the 
body is clothed in the stripes of the slave. 

This book is,valuable because it givs from the Radical 
standpoint a philosophical and interesting account of the 
“ gods," It shows them no favors, and yet I think it treats 
them fairly. Taey get all the credit they deserve ; their 
good qualities are properly exhibited; their ‘‘supernatural ” 
finery is taken off, as it should be; but whatever of ‘natural 
goodness" they may hav is well preserved. Man has made 
his own gods, and it isn’t to be wondered at that at times he 
made some pretty good ones, like Jove and Baider, and 
Aphrodite and Agni. The good and bad hav been pretty 
freely mixed in these creations. Let one read and ponder for 
himself as he peruses these frelghted pages, wherein the 
divinities of Hindoo, Persia, Chaldea, Egypt, China, Greece, 
Rome, the Norsemen, the tribes of Africa, and the Semitic 
races throng in varied garb and quality, and are seen to be 
mere reflections of human hope and fear aud the multitudi- 
nous aspects of nature. The gods are now dethroned, but 
they stiil remain as very eminent curiosities. Mr. Ben- 
nett’s book is a fine museum wherein one can see the poetry 
and romance as well as hideous nonsense and cruelty of 
defunct theologies. We advise the scientific student to 
enter and make a careful study of the fallen deities. 

Mr. Bennett makes the Bible one of the ‘‘ gods,” and his 
treatment of it in this aspect is accurate and instructive. 
The Bible has been one of the worst of the gods, and has 
cursed humanity beyond words to express. It has been the 
guardian of ignorance, the protector of obzcenity, the de- 
fender of slavery, the upholder of murder, the rewarder of 
hypocrisy. It has been a block to the wheels of human 
progress, and has done more to Create insanity, bigotry, 
cruelty, malice, and hatred than any other influence. It hag 
been a terrible god. Ilis thousand shrines are built upon 
blood. itis a mocker of human hope, Like the devil-fish, 
its million fangs clutch at the vitals of humanity. Mr. 
Bennett traces the history of this ‘ god," shows that it is 
after all but a fallible literature, whose au'horship for the 
most part is unknown; whose historic value is almost worth- 
less; that it is made up of contradictions and impossibilities; 
tbat its patriarchs and prophets are no better than they 
should be, and its literary excellence by no means of the 
highest order. 


Mr. Bennett puts the Bible just where it | Evansville, Ind.” 


oucht to be—side by side with the Talmud and Koran end 
other religious books, worthy of the sch^lír's attention per- 


‘haps, but not of the man of ac‘ion who has Shakspere, 


Dickens, and George E iot to read. 

The invoc:tion to the universe is reverent in spirit and 
noblein thought. It is the true prayer of the heroic spirit. 
What more do we want than this mighty universein which 
we liv. It is infinitely grander than all the deities ever 
conceived by human imagiuatiou, It is too great, too mag- 
nificent a thing to be called even a god. It is simply itself 
illimitable, splendid, powerful. To its unending majesty 
we bow. i 

Mr. Bennett’s book is handsomely bound and contains a 
portrait of the author, which although adorned with the fresh- 
ness of youth is yet a veritable presentment of the vigorous 
writer, and we expect that Mr. Bennett, now that he has 
‘fought the good fight" will continually grow younger, © 
and so the picture with its brilliancy of youthful bloom ig 
but a prophecy of what he will be in a *' green old age.” 

All Liberals should read this book, for knowledge is 
power, and it is well to kdow just how foolish mankind 
hav been in order to be able to make them better. As it is 
well to study a dead insect, so it is well to study a dead 
god, Neither the insect nor the god can sting us any more, 
and we can handle them without gloves. Mr. Bennett has 
placed them in conspicuous and orderly array aud the re- 
sult of vast reading and labor. is put before the inquirer in 
@ neat and vivacious manner. The book is a library in it- 
self on a most important branch of human investigation. 

8. P. PUTNAM., 


FRIEND Bennett: I am glad to know through the press, 
Tar T&RuTuH SEEKER, and Truth, that you are released from 
v durance vile" and safe ‘home again,” if not ‘‘ from a 
foreign shore," yet from a home—bastile—the effect of a 
law made by Christian bigots in the interest of the church. 

Permit me to &cknowledge the receipt, yesterday, of the 
first volume of your new work, “The Gods and Religions 
of Ancient and Modern Times." I hav as yet only had 
time to giv it a passing glance, but iis externals are all that 
the most fastidious critic could desire, and doubtless the 
extensiveness and accuracy of the researches of its author 
and publisher into the arcana of heathen and Christian my- 
thology will forbid any important pmissions or mistakes in 
matter or date. 

: Such a vast amount of knowledge condensed in one book 
will reader it valuable for reference, aside from the uae of 
the general reader. I trust it will be appreciated, and a 
large and immediate sale will testify to its merit and the 
esteem of its author, who must be posscsied of a “ miracu- 
lous” gift to bring out two such volumes while serving 
out a year’s imprisonment for liberty of conscience and the 
right to a free press. 

The many who will speak a good word for the book ren- 
der it unnecessary for me to eay more at the present timo, 
80 I leave it in their hands, assured that justice will be.done 
in regard to such a valuable and immense work. 

Barre, Mass., May 8, 1880, ELLA E. Grssow. 

tr 


The First World's Congress of Freethinkers. 


I hav received a circular call for a congress of Freethink- 
ers to be held at Brussels, in Belgium, next August, signed, 
by the Executive Committee of the Federation Universelle 
de L‘bres-Penseurs (Universal Society of Freethinkera), of 
which Dr. C. De Paepe is the correspondent in the Eaglish 
language. The National Liberal League at its last Congress 
at Cincinnati, passed a resolution of sympathy and frater- 
nity with this society, which is also in accord with the 
National Secular Society, the British Secular Union, of 
England, and similar societies in Germany, France, and 
Belgium. The full text of the call will appear in Tan 
TRUTA BEEKER next week. Friends of the National Lib- 
eral League, this is the opportunity to frstern'z» in fact 
with our co-workers in Europe by sending a delegation to 
represent the National Liberal League in this first world's 
congress of F'eethinkers. A. L. Rawson, Sec. N. L. L. 


19 Lafayette Place. New York. 
———— —9 9——————— 


Deak MR BENNETT: Piease say in this week's TRUTH 
SgEKER, the special convention of the New England Free- 
love League meets in. Science Hall, 718 Washington street, 
Boston, Sundays and Mondays, May 231 and 24th, and 30th 
and 31st. Three sessions daily. A H. Wheeler, Angela T, 
Heywood, J. H, Sevoin, J. W. Stillman, E. H. Hey wood 
speak, " 

ihe special convention of the New Eagland Labor League 
meets in the same hall Sunday and Monday, May 16.h and 
17th. Good speakers and lively debates. And oblige, 

Yours ever, E. H. Hzvwoon. 


THE Rev. George Chainey, of Evansville, Ind., who two 
weeks aince startled the whole country by renouncing in his 
pulpit the Christian religion, writes to me in a private 
letter: ‘‘ My congregation has refused to accept my resigna- 
tion, and for the present I go on preaching the gospel of 
science and of mental liberty. I hav been almost sick for 
the past two days with the intensity of the excitement and 
sympathy with some good friends who are terribly grieved 
with my Radicalism. The price of liberty is still great 
though we escape the sword and the fime.” Mr. Smith, of 
Evansville, Ind., has published a number of Mr. Chainey’s 
recent discourses, which are for sale by him at five cents 
each, or for two and a half cents in larger orders, The 
most heretical are, ‘‘ Heads and Hearts" and ** Iconoclasm.” 
Col. Ingersoll says of the last-named discourse, *' It is the 
ablest production that has ever come from an American 
pulpit.” No reader of Taz Trots SEEKER should fall to 
order a package of these remarkable discourses for distri- 
bution. Direct, Mr. Smith, publisher, care Geo. Caainey, 
H. L. GREEN. 
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"Christian Falsehoods. 


These seem ready to crop out and show themselves on all 
possible occasions. The Bennett Reception at Chickering 
Hall on the 2d instant was such an immense uprising of 
the people, such an emphatic protest against ecclesiastical 
tyranny and religious intolerance, such an ovation of wel- 
come to one who had been unjustly cast into prison for 
opinion’s sake, that our Christian opponents must needs 
bring their usual powers of falsehood and defamation into 
play, to, if possible, counteract and. misrepresent this out- 
pouring of the liberal-minded people of this great city. 
Lying telegrams were sent in all directions to head off the 
moral effect of this great outpouring of an indignant public, 
and the semi-religious press of the country was only too 
glad to spread the great misrepresentation all over the land. 
The old and favorite cries of ‘‘ obscenity” and ‘‘ blasphe- 
my” were revived, and the religious papers, and the secu- 
Jar papers run in the interest of the Christiau churches, 
immediately caught up the falsehood and spread it broad- 
cast over the country. Ou another page in a letter from W. 
B. Belt attention is called to the false and malicious special 
telegtam from this city to the Chicago Tribune in reference 


^. «to the grand reception, in which numerous lies appear: 


(The proceedings were characterized by blasphemy and 
` otkecenity throughout, denunciations of religion and the 
Cler?*, blasphemeus allusions to God and Jesus Christ, 
appeals Sy the free circulation of obscene matter, demands 
that DeniM Kearuey, should be released, howling and 
yelling, The audience was made up of Freethinkers, 
Freelovers, I&üdels, and radical Spiritualists, and free 
rein was given to the motley crowd. The resolutions 
adopted were characterized by indecent and blasphemous 
sentiments, It would hav been in the interest of common 
‘decency if the whole crowd could hav been landed at one 
‘sweep into the penitentiary.” 

Here are several glaring and positive falsehoods, and the 
animus of the whole thing is expressed in the closing 
remarks, that everybody who attended the meeting, and all 
who show any oppositions to theological tyranny should 
‘be sent to prison. This is the Christian sentiment of to-day, 


. the same spirit of persecution which has animated the 


church for over fifteen hundred years. . This spirit we hav 
to meet, and we must not shut our eyes to the fact. The 
truth about that Reception meeting is just this: there never 
was a more respectable, well behaved, intelligent audience 
gathered together in this or any other city. None of the 
rough element, none of the disorderly class were there. 
` The conduct of the audience was correct in every respect, 
They were earnest and enthusiastic at times, but there was 
no “howling,” no “yelling,” no ''obscenity," nor *' blas. 
pheray," no demands in reference to Kearney, no demands 
that obscenity should freely circulate, no denouncing of 
religion.. The speeches made were excellent, the music 
was of the first quality, and every assertion to the contrary 
is grossly falsé, The charges of ‘‘ obscenity” and ‘inde. 
cency," perhaps, were based upon a few words spoken by 
Mr. Heywood. In showing the effects of Comstock 
legislation he stated the fact that by the recently enacted 
laws of Massachusetts, it was a crime, punishable with 
imprisonment, for a syringe to be kept in a family, and in 
connection he repeated the remark he heard a good lady of 
Boston make—''O, that Comstock’s mother had had 
a syringe.” He also made use of the scripture expression, 
‘plowed with the heifer.” Thie is all of the ‘ obscenity ” 
which the Christians are so shocked at and make such an 
outcry in reference to, This was the entire offending, As 


: to “blasphemy” that is a standing charge against 


unbelievers. They can say nothing but what is denomi- 
nated “blasphemy.” It they expose any of the many 
errors and falsehoods of the Christian system, the cry of 
“blasphemy” is at once raiged, and the penitentiary 
quickly suggested—the same persecuting spirit which has 
reddened the earth with blood and thrust degolation and 
death into millions of families. 

The Inter Ocean, of Chicago, in .the account it gave, got 
the thing badly mixed, contounding D. M. Bennett with 
Covert D. Bennett, and making other equally egregious 
blunders. But it succeeded in showing its animosity, un- 
truthfulness and unfairness, i 

The following somewhat mild account of the Chickering 
Hall meeting appeared in the Christian Advocate, of this city: 

Punico Decency OuTBRAGED.—The name of D. M. Ben- 
nett became notorious some months ago because of his con- 
viction for sendivg obscene matter throngh the mails. He 
was last week released from the Albany Penitentiary, his 
term of imprisonment having expired, and on Sunday even- 
ing, May 2d, his friends assembled in Cnickering Hall, New 
York city, to welcome him as à martyr and to denounce the 
religious conscience and the public sense of decency which 


has secured his punishment. A letter was read from Charles 
Bradlaugh. The meeting was addresssd by ‘‘ Liberal” 
speakers, who warmly indorsed Mr. Bennett’s course, and 
deprecated all efforts to check the dissemination of obscen- 
ity by means of the post-office. j 


The following more untruthful account is from the Evan- 
gelist, of this city: ; MI. 


.D. M. Benuett, who was sept to the penitentiary for 
circulating obscene printed matter through the mails, 
advertised fora week to make a public exhibition of him- 
self in prison garb.. Iadeed he had a reception, and speeches 
wcre made over aud about him as though he had suffered 
martyrdom for truth’s sake. Mr. Bennett published a num- 
ber of books in which (as we are told) the vulgarity is as 
offensive to good taste as their bald Infidelity is repugnant 
to reason and good morals. Aud his Infidelity is of the 
gross materialistic sort which would destroy Christianity 
and all religion, and leave nothing but animalism in their 
placé. It is not strange that in a great community like ours 
men like Bennett and Ingersoll and Heywood appear from 
time to time apy more than that men appear w:th color 
blindness, or total insensibility to music, or incapacity for 
mathematics. It is strange, however, and to be regretted, 
that men who flaunt their shameless denials of the great 
truths of religion boldly in the face of the community 
should be encouraged and supported by people who do not 
sympathize with their Atheistic views, and ought to be dis- 
gusted with their coarseness and profanity. 


The positive falsehoods in this notice are apparent. Ben- 
nett has published no vulgar books, though the above 
religious editor ‘was told” that such was the case. Neither 
is the Infideliiy of his books ‘repugnant to reason and good 
morals.” Reason and good morals are carefully cherished 
and respected. His Infidelity may be of “the materialistic 
sort,” but it is not ‘‘ gross,” unless the universe, the truth, 
and even God himself, may be called “‘ gross." If Chris. 
tianity is sought to be destroyed, if its myths and fables are 


exposed, it is not to **Jeave nothing, but animalism in their. 


place,” but rather to giv people the greater prize of truth 
and nature's laws, The canting remark about the ‘men who 
flaunt their shameless denials of the great truths of religion 
boldly in the face of the community,” is simply a part of 
ecclesiastical twaddle. What are called the “great truths 
of religion” which this pious editor is so fearful may be 
disturbed ? They are: i 

1. Because an ignorant man and woman whom God 
created a little less than six thousand years ago eat an apple 
or two of God's which he placed within their reach thou- 
sands of millions of their descendants must burn in hell 
forever. , f 

2. God created a rival able to circumvent and destroy all 
the well-matured plans he had devised from all eternity, and 
in consequence he had to come down from his throne in 
heaven and be put to an ignominious death in order to ren- 
der it possible that one per cent of his own children might 
be saved from this dreadful rival. 

8. Three are one and one is three, The son is as old as 
the father, and after the son was begotten and born the 
family was by no means increased in numbers. 

4. A merciful God is so full of loving kindness that he 
provided a burning hell of intense heat in which countless 
trillions of his offspring are to suffer to the latest moments 
of eternity while himself, his son, and a few favored ones 
are to enjoy à blissful forever in the consciousness that the 
vast numbers of their friends, relatives, and fellow-beings 
are to burn in unutterable agony forever. 

5, In order for God to make known his will and desires 
to the people of the earth in Christendom it is necessary to 
keep some five hundred thousand salaried men called priests, 
who liv on the fat of the land without labor, and who for 
their occasional prayers aud homilies are believed to be 
entitled to a life of ease and freedom from toil, the masses 
deeming it a privilege to work for them and feed them with 
luxuries and clothe them in broadcloth and fine linen. : 

These are a few of the many religious truths which the 
clergy and the religious press do not wish to hav disturbed, 
and for which Bennett is a monstrous blasphemer for calling 
attention to and exposing the absurdity of. For this he was 
sent to prison. His Infidel publications were the offense. 
And for this they would like to see every person who favors 
his views also cast into the penitentiary. 

The Syracuse Evening Herald, a panderer to religious 
prejudices, has this lying notice of the Chickering Hall 
meeting: 

The reception tendered to D. M. Bennett, the discharged 
convict, in New York city, last evening, would hav been all 
tight in its way if it had been distinctly understood as a 
private affair. The effrontery of giving it & public charac. 
ter, however, is to be matched only by the impudence of the 
beneficiary in accepting such a testimonial. Bennett, proved 
by his own handwriting to be a dirty hound, set himself up 
as a martyr, and Elizur Wright, Stephen Pearl Andrews, 
and the rest of the crew who are laboring to bring disgrace 
upon Liberal thought, bowed down and worshiped at his 
shrine. As compared with the poor painted wretches who 
thronged the streets outside of the reception hall, plying 
the lowest of vocations, the women who sat on the platform 
within made but a feeble showing of respectability; for the 
drabs at least deserve credit for being ashamed of their 
trade and prosecuting it under cover of darkness, while the 
so-called ‘* female agitators ” make a boast of theirs. 

More meanness and falsehood could hardly be crowded 
into a space of the same magnitude. It is simply the low- 


est and foulest slander. ‘There were no *‘ painted wretches” | 
thronging the streets outside. The hall is located in the 


most orderly and respectable part of the city, and is many’ 
squares from the haunts of vice and painted wretches, none 
of whom were attracted to the hall. l 

The ungentlemanly fling at the ladies on the Platform is 
such a foul aspersion as none but a blackguard would be 
guilty of. There are no better women in this iand than Mrs, 
Amy Post, Mrs. Amelia H. Colby, Mrs. Olive K. Bmith, 
Mrs. Lucy N, Colman, and the scores of other most excellent 
ladies who occupied the platform, This slander is emi- 
nently worthy of a Christian defamer. The assertion that 


*Elizur Wright and Stephen Pearl Audrews, and the rest of 
the crew, are laboring to bring disgrace upon Liberal 
thought ” is simply contemptible and vile, containing not a 
word of truth. This is only another exemplification of the 
depths of falsehood and unfairness to which Christian zeal- 
ots are forced to support their rapidly decaying system. 

~ The report of the New York Times, a semi-religious pan- 
derer, was mainly fair, admitting that ‘there was not an 
inch to spare, either sitting room or standing room,” but it 
was unfair enough to say: “The speakers exhausted the 
deepest corners of the unabridged dictionary in throwing 
epithets at the Creator, the ministers, the Christian religion, 
and the Republican party. In fact Chickering Hall made, 
perhaps, its first acquaintance with the indecent matter that 
is not sent through the mails, but comes out of. men’s 
mouths. Bennett, the hero of the evening, bore his honors 
modestly, and was comparatively moderate in his remarks, 
going no farther than to boast of his Infidelity; but Hey- 
wood, the author of the pamphlet called ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes,” 
said that he was lately out of Dedham Jail, and proved his 
title to a full convict suit by making as dirty a speech as 
ever a filthy-minded man was allowed to do before an audi- 
ence of New York women." This is extremely unfair— 
such misrepresentation as Christians hav often shown them- 
selves capable of. : 

The Cleveland Leader, as quoted by W. B. Bell, says: 
**'The above individual, Bennett, is a pet of Bob Ingersoll, 
who took part in a Freelove, Freethinking Liberal meeting 
a Cincinnati last year for the purpose of ventilating their 
indignation at the imprisonment of Bennett.” This is full of 
the meanest kind of falsehoods. But perhaps nothing bet- 
ter is to be expected from the apologists and defenders of 
Christianity, a system made up of the errors, fables, and 
absurdities of paganism and the barbarism of thousands 
of years ago. Itis not in the nature of things for false- 
hoods to engender a love of truth, and the efforts of the 
pious defamers will prove utterly unavailing. 

As to the Chickering Hall meeting the public need not be 
mistaken, The speeches were reported verbatim by Mr. 
Henry H. Sherman, one of the best stenographers in the 
city, and the report was faithfully printed from his copy, 
the two trivial passages from Heywood’s remarks, to which 
some objected, being omitted. See the report of the 
“ Bennett Reception,” printed in pamphlet form, and notice 
how our enemies hav falsified us. 

———— ———— 


Sad and Pitifal. 


The great apostle of cultured Freethought, the great pre- 
tender to superfine morality and double distilled Liberalism, 
the main claimant of all that is decent, pure, and refined in 
Rationalism, in announcing his early withdrawal from the 
editorship of the Index, makes a most mournful wail over 
the state of things which makes his retirement necessary ; 
and among nearly three columns of a similar character, 
headed, ‘‘ Aproaching Separation,” appears the following 
paragraph : 

There is no grievance, or quarrel, or want of cordial 
understanding, Carefully concesled from public view, in m 
going. The Directors of the Index Association are all tried, 
faithful, and generous friends of mine, who hav unstintedly 
helped me to carry on the work, some of them at great and 
wholiy unremunerated sacrifice of precious time; and they 
reluctantly acquiesced when I told them the time to go had 
at last come of necessity. I do not abandon my post of my 
own free will; I would hav sooner dropped dead in my 
tracks; I go only because I must. Yet l am glad to be 
honorably released. "Wearied in head and heart, most of all 
by the mortifying apathy and indifference to the highest in- 
terests of their own Cause shown by thousands of intelligent 
Liberals, who ought to have bravely flocked to my side these 
past two years to uphold the standard of liberty and moral- 
ity combined, one and inseparable, I cannot but experience 
a sense of relief in now turning from all ‘‘ movements,” and 
devoting myself, so far as leisure permits, to purely intellect- 
ual labors in the common cause. When Liberal “ move- 
ments" shali be clear-sighted enough and bold enough to 
take up the now neglected duties of the cause they profess 
to promote, clean their foully tarnished scutcheons, and 
plant themselves on ground that enlightened friends of man- 
kind can thoroughly respect, I trust I shall then be able to 
rejoin them; but L stoop not to follow the libertinism, greed, 


‘and fraud that are now guiding organized Liberalism to per- 


dition, nor yet to acquiesce in any mistaken ignoring of 
mischiefs so obvious and fatal. These mischiels must be 
unitedly, publicly, and relentlessly confronted and fought 
down in Liberalism itself, or there is no future for any organ- 
ized Liberal movement atall The public conscience will 
yet grind them to powder: but woe to liberalism if it takes 
no part in that righteous and terrible grist! WhatI could 
do in this cause I have done, utterly indifferent to the fact 
that I thereby made myself a target tor calumnies and curses 
innumerable; and it speaks ill of Liberalism that there hav 
been 80 few to go and do likewise. Nevertheless, necessary 
and inexorable as my duty has been in this direction, I find 
myself very willing to be relieved of a duty so little to my 
taste, and very willing to retire now to private life. 


All right-minded Liberals must necessarily be filled with 
regret, as they often hav been within the past three years, 
that a man of the Index editor’s caliber and ability should 
thus utterly wreck himself and destroy his usefulness, He 
started out promisingly in the conduct of the paper, and 
under such auspices as no other Liberal editor ever enjoyed 
in this country. The Index Association was established 
with & capital of. $100,000, more than half of which hag 
been paid in and lost, A very generous list of subscribers 
at one time patronized the paper. But, unfortunately, the 
editor early exhibited a fondness for quarreling and misrep- 
resentation. He had a long and bitter quarrel with the 
man who did more than apy other one in getting up the 
Index Association, selling {nde stock, and obtaining Index 
subscribers. This quarrel had a most disastrous effect, and 
lost many friends and patrons to the Zndez. 

When the unpretending and uncultured TRUTH SEEKER, 
without capital and without a stock company, came upon 
the stage, it received no friendly haad from the Indes man, 


but rather coldness, jealousy, and enmity. THE TRUTH 


SEEKER sought to maintain friendly relations with its cul- 
_ tured senior, and spoke in none other than complimentary 


‘terms; but when its editor was srrested at the instigation of 


` Christian persecutors, the Indeg rejoiced and made unkind 


and untruthful remarks, and tried to its utmost to throw 


‘discredit end suspicion upon its younger brother, When 


Tur TRUTH SEEKER united with seventy thousand honest 
and intelligent people to prevail updn Congress,to repealan 
unjust and an unconstitutional law, the Index violently 
opposed the movement and savagely tried to cover THE 
TRUTH SEEKER and its friends with obloquy. iIn this 
‘course it struck a death-blow to itself, and also gavea 
damsging wound to American Liberalism. The issue thus 
raised was forced by the Index man into the deliberations 


of the Congrees of the National Liberal League at Syracuse, 


in October, 1878, which resulted in his defeat in his effort 
to be re-elected President. His continued malice and mis- 
representation of course ‘alienated the better part of his 
readers; and it is not strange that the stockholders of the 


- Index, who hav been repeatedly bled, should at length 


decide that some other course and some other manager are 


necessary. . 

It was very far from a fraternal and honorable course for 
the Indew editor to do his utmost to throw opprobrium and 
disgrace upon the editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER (even 
though he had thoughtlessly committed a very trivial mis- 
take which caused injury to no person), and to send a most 
disreputable and unprincipled person to this city to act the 
spy and detective in prying into other: peoples’ ‘affairs with 


a view to publishing the same, and persons, too, far better 
.than himself. 


The publishing of that same disreputable 
person's faleehoods, slanders, gross exaggerations and dis- 
tortions, sending thousands of extra copies to the friends 
of an imprisoned brother-editor, with the evident intent of 
doing him a deep and deadly injury, using for the purpose 
names obtained in a most culpable manner, was a black 
deed which a true gentleman would not commit, and 
must necessarily revert upon the head of the guilty party. 
In the same issue in which appears ‘‘ Approaching Separ- 
ation,” the Index editor makes another exhibition of his 
tergiversation and falsehood in attempting to account for 
his sending out thousands of his slanderous sheets to per- 
sons whóse names were taken from a stolen list, He 
attempts to throw dust in the eyes of his readers.by quot- 
ing a letter from §, H, Preston, which, however, hag no 
‘possible connection with the matter at issue, Preston had 


THE TRUTH SEEKER list to use in mailing sample copies 


of the Physiologist by consent, but not for selling the names, 
‘Mr. Abbot doubtless received other letters, which had he 
saw fit to giv would throw far more light upon his dishonor- 
able conduct. We proved more than two years ago that a 
mail list was stolen from our office, 1t was done in the night, 
after the hour of twelve. Some $15 worth of postage 
Stamps were taken at the same time. A rival publisher was 


“at that time in the sume building with us, and he attempted 


the base deed of pulling us down. and rising upon our ruin. 
Large numbers of his paper were sent to our patrons, and, 
in. many instances, Containing the same error& in initials, 


. spelling, street, and number that were found to exist in our 


list, and which mistakes could not possibly hav occurred 
Only as the names were copied from it. This man engaged 


' in the same effort to crush us that Mr. Abbot has so per- 


sistently pursued, The two men were in active sympathy, 
and when the one abandoned the fleld, it is but natural that 


he should bestow upon the other the names he had in his 


possession, On no other basis can it be accounted for how 
Mr. Abbot could mail his slanderous sheet to hundreds and 
thousands cf the patrons of THE TRUTH BEEKER—persons 
who had never seen the Index before, Mr. Abbot cannot 


' remove the dark suspicion which hangs over him by pre 


"tween us. 


tending that he obtained the names from the “Friendly 
Correspondence". of THE TRUTH SEEKER, for in a great 
number of cases did he send his vile sheet to friends and 
patrons of ours whose names never did appear in our col 
umns. Hundreds of instances of this kind can be proved if 
necessary, In this way is accounted for the reason why 
the Inde» containing the shameful bombshell to kill us was 
mailed in scores of neighborhoods to such Liberals as took 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, and to none others. Mr, Abbot will 
‘hav to resort to some other expedient to clear his skirts 
from the guilt which rests upon him. ] 

As an offset to his base attempt to ruin us by sending to 
our patrons such damaging rlanders as he thought would 
exterminate us, he alludes to the fact that six and a half 
years ago, before we moved THE TRUTH SEEKER to this 
city, we obtained some ten thousand names of Liberal per- 
sons throughout the United States, Undoubtedly among 
them were several who took the Jndew They were not ob- 
tained as Index names. We obtained them from a person 
who came by them honorably, honestly, and legitimately. 
‘We made an honorable and proper use of them, and did not 
send to one of the names anything to injure Mr. Abbot or 
his paper in the slightest degree, That is the difference be- 
The names stolen from us were not obtained in 
an honorable manner, They were not used in an honorable 
manner. Most damaging falsehoods, slanders, and exagger- 
ations were sent out to deeply injureus, It matters not that 
Mr. Abbot says he never saw our list. Nobody supposed 
that he had our list, but that he had the names copied from 
that list is clearly proven, and he made use of them to kill 
us off, if possible, 

He very prudently does not accept our offer, under & for- 
feiture of $1,000, to point out from fifty to one hundred 
falsehoods he published, and which grew out of the unfortu- 
nate position he took, There would be no trouble in point. 
ing them out, He evidently is not anxious for us to become 


` an index to that extent. 


He may hav meant it for charity when he said that our 
Jast letter from prison indicated that we were suffering from 
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“softening of the brain." Possibly our brain may be soft, 
and that he has contributed not a little to make it so. 
he has caused our heart to ache intensely is most positive. 
It his brain does not soften, it is to be hoped his heart may, 
and that in the new avocation to which he is to devote his 
attention he will not seek to injure his fellow-men by the 
agencies of slander, vilification, and falsehood. 


That 


Iv is a pity that his course in journalism could not hav 


been marked with less quàrrelsomeness, less vindictiveness, 


and less malice; and that, in the remarkable professions he 
makes of love of purity, virtue, and morglity, he would, not 
cultivate truthfulness, charity, and NE We certainly 
wish him all the success his conduct merits, 

There is little doubt but what Mr. Potter, the successor 
to Mr. Abbot, will conduct the Indeg with ability and will 
pursue an honorable course, It cannot be believed that 
he will stoop to malignancy, defamation, and slander. We 
say heartily and sincerely, Let the Inde flourish. 


Oe —————— 


Ingersoll at Booth’s Theater. 


It was our good fortune to listen to the address of Colonel 
Ingersoll at Booth’s Theater on last Sunday evening. The 
large and splendid theater was packed to its fullest capac- 
ity, not a spare inch of room being scarcely found. Many 
were Compelled to return home unable to gain admission, 
It is thought three thousand people must hav been present. 
The lecture was, ‘‘ What Must We Do to be Saved ?” being 
the Colonel’s latest and best. It was filled with brilliant 
points and kept the audience in an almost constant roar of 
laughter. ] 

He commenced by urging all.to divest themselves of 
superstition; and to illustrate the effects of superstition on 
the mind related an anecdote about a Jew who went into a 
restaurant to get adinner and that he thought he would 
break over the rules of his religion and take a little bacon. 
When he went out ipto the open air the sky had become 
overcast. and the thunders and lightnings were playing 
vividly. In bis simplicity he thought-all this commotion 
was. because he had committed the great offense of eating a 
piece of bacon, and he stood abashed in view of the com- 
motjon of the elements, until, completely frightened, he 
returned into the restaurant, and, bending over to the pro- 


prietor, he said, “Oh, mine Got! did you ever see before 


such.a big fuss made over a little piece of bacon?” 

.He sketched the Mosaic account of creation, when God 
made everything out of nothing, which he preferred to do 
rather than see it go to waste. He showed the ridiculous- 
ness of the story in such a way as to create a great amount 
of mirth. 

He examined Christ’s Sermon on the Mount, and approved 
of the most of it, but found. nothing about having faith, 
nothing about keeping Sunday,’ and nothing about 
going to church. He said the devil was the principal 
spoke in the wheel of the Christian system. ‘ Why," 


said he, ‘‘if the devil should die to-night, orthodoxy 
in the morning would bea fatherless orphan.” An attempt 


will not here be made to repeat much that he said, but in 
our next we will giv & sketch of his most interesting 
remarks, He spoke for two and a quarter hours, and large 
numbers would gladly hav listened to him an hour longer, 
—— or 

We learn that from some culpability on the part of some 
person or persons connected with the postal department, 
large numbers of Tug TRUTH ÜEEKER for May 8th, contain- 
ing the account of the Bennett reception, failed to reach our 
patrons, This we regret exceedingly, as the number- was an 
interesting one. We are sorry we Cannot re-send the miss- 
ing number, for itis exhausted. Tne Bennett reception is 
printed in pamphlet form, and to those who failed to re- 
ceive the paper due them we will send the pamphlet for five 
cents. Price to others ten cents. 


en —— — ——I 


PHOTOGRAPHS IN Prison GaRrs.—Those who wish a 
photograph of the editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER as he 
appeared in his prison garb can now be accommodated. 
Card size 15 cents or two for 25;cents, or one in citizen’s 
dress as before he went to prison, and one in prison cos- 
tume for 25 cents. Imperial size, 30 cents each, 

—_— 9 99——— — — 


[From the Rational Appeal.l 
The Bennett Reception. 


The last number of THE TRUTH SEEKER contains a full 
report of the Bennett Reception, The occasion was one 
which will go far to compensate Mr. Bennett for his unjust 
imprisonment at the hands of persecuting bigotry. Among 
many congratulatory letters and dispatches read were dis- 
patches from the Detroit and Dowagiac Liberal Leagues. 
The following letter, addressed to H. L. Green, E:q., by his 
son, Chapin H. Green, who resides in New York, and who 
attended the reception, has been forwarded to us, and we 
gladly giv it place as giving a succinct description of the 
event: 

- New Yorg, May 34. 

My DEAR FATHER : The assembly of people which gath- 
ered at Chickerisg Hall last evening to welcome the return 
of D. M. Bennet was of a density such as is seldom 
witnessed on any occasion. Indeed the concourse could 
not hav been greater, for both the seating and standing 
capacity of the vast hall was tested to its utmost, 
hour of opening the meeting had arrived hundreds of disap- 
pointed people were leaving the building, unable to gain 
admission ; and to see them pouring out it must hav seemed 
to one upon the outside as it the meeting was over instead 
of about to commence. It was opened by Hon. Elizur 
Wright, who delivered an address, which was followed by 
another from T. B. Wakeman, Esq. Both were heartily 
applauded throughout, In the course of his remarks Mr. 
Wakeman urged upon the people the principles and impor- 
tance of the National Liberal League, which appeal was 
received with a glorious acclamation. His remarks were 


parti 
injustice, as he called, them—the clergy, and Comstockism 
some preity severe cuts, all of which were applauded to the 
echo.: But the fever heat, the climax, the acme of enthusi- 
asm, was not reached until in appropriate remarks Mr. 
Wakeman introduced the hero of the occasion, Mr. Bennett. 
It was then that the floodgates of applause were opened to 
their widest extent, and for flve minutes the house rang 
with a cordiality of such a whole-souled, sympathetic nature 
as could only spring from the depths of the heart. 


finally restored, the proudest moment of his life. 
manifestation was not only a proud one to him, but also to 


every liberal-minded person present, as being a most 
emphatic indication of the progress of Liberalism. 


name one might hav supposed the house had suddenly 


American government — Franklin, Jefferson, Paine—the 
name of Paine had scarcely left his lips before the whole 


graves had not those antiquarians long since been eaten by 


heart good. 
faster and faster all the time ! 


had. W. S. Bell here for three nights, and organized a 
League on Sunday, May 24, electing the following officers : 
President, Wm. McKinnis ; Secretary, W. 8. Hamaker ; 
Treasurer, W. J. Taylor." 
hav worked hard to get up this League, and I hope that the 
Liberals of Findlay and thereabouts will promptly aid these 
gentlemen in the advancement of this new auxiliary. 


outside of New Mexico, on the continent of America, 


Ere the| 


larly pointed, and he gave the courts of justice—or 


It must indeed hav been, as he remarked when quiet was 
And the. 


In the course of Mr, Bennett's remarks he alluded to Rev. 
Howard Crosby, D.D., LL.D., snd at the mention of his 


become the abode of snakes, so lóud and universal was the 
hissing. Ab, but when he spoke of the founders of the 


multitude sent forth & storm of applause that would hav 
brought Messrs. Calvin, Edwards, and Wesley out of their . 


the worms. It was a glorious occasion, and how much I 
wish you might hav been there. It would hav done your 
Hurrah for Liberalism, which is growing 
Lovingly, 
f CHAPE. 

oe 

Buckeye Brevities, 

Mr, W. J. TAYLOR, Findlay, Ohio, writes: ‘‘We hav 


Mr. Taylor and Mr. McKinnis 


Mr. Newton Vance, Vance’s Landing, Ohio, writes: 
* Outspoken, earnest Liberals are very few in number in 
this vicinity, not numbering more than seven, all told. But 
the several questions pertaining to religion hav been much 
agitated within the last two years, and considerable tumult 
reigns among Christiana here." Now will three more Lib-- 
erals at Vance's Landing and Concord, Ky. (just opposite 
on the Ohio river), come forward and assist Mr. Vance in 
forming an auxiliary there ? 


Mr, C. W. HanrzEL, North Benton, Mahoning Co., O., 
writes, ** There are a number of dyed-in-the-wool Liberals 
in this city" Will they co-operate with Mr. Hartzel or Mr. 
Chester Bedell in establishing an auxiliary ? ` 


Mr. SELDEN B. Cooxz, Chillicothe, O., writes: "I 
expect I am the most outspoken Infldel in Ross county, 


-being an Atheist and Materialist of the Charles Bradlaugh 


type, and not of kin to Spiritualism in any form. I belong 
neither to democracy nor republicanism, and hence am free, 
Will giv you any desired information, but my profession 
claims all mg time.” Now I should be pleased to hav the 
Liberals of Chillicothe and vicinity organize an auxiliary. 
There are enough Liberals in Chillicothe to establish and 
keep up a flourishing one, and I hav no doubt bit Mr, 
Cooke would find just a little time to assist in the ood > 
work, 


Mz. J. B. DiETRIOH, Crestline, O., writes, ‘There is 
good material here to work on, and a)l it wants is stirring 
up.” . Will our Liberal friends up there see to it with Mr. 
Dietrich, that the necessary shaking up is proceeded with, 
and at once? There ought to be a first class League at 
Crestline before the next annual Congress, 


Mr, R. A. HASBROUCE, Ravenna, O., writes, ‘The mem- 
bers of the Portage County Liberal Society are in favor of 
declaring themselves an auxiliary Liberal League,” Mr. 
Hasbrouck has been largely instrumental in persuading the 
society to this resolution, and. great credit is due him for 
his efforts in that direction, I hope the Liberals of Ravenna, 
Kent, etc., will assist him or Mr. Heighton in building up 
a good strong League. 


Dr. CHARLES E. BEARDSLEY, Ottawa, Ohio, writes: “I 
presume I am located in oneof the most ignorant, therefore 
one of the most superstitious and intolerant, communities 
lam 
at work, if you do not heur the sound of my bugle. I am 
undermining their strong forts, and hope at some day, not 
far in the future, to spring the mine, demolish their works 
of superstition, Capture their god, and bottle him.” Dr. 
Beardsley has a hard row to hoe in his part of the vineyard, 
but I trust. soon to hear the sound of cymbal and timbrel 
annouacing the successful canning of the Ottawa god. 


Mz. W. 8, Woop, Shawano, Wis,, writes, ‘Formerly a 
resident of Ohio, I send you the names of some Coshocton 
Liberals.” Iam much obliged to Mr. Wood, and now will 4 
those Liberals of Coshocton come forward and let me hear . 
from them direct ? : 


Cor, R. G. INGERSOLL lectured last Sunday night -at ` 
Pike's Opera House to an immense audience on, “ What: 
Shall We Do to be Saved?” The Colonel’s presence ;was’ 
quite a relief, when it was Considered that five’ hundred 
Methodist preachers are at present infeciing-the city and 
bulling the poultry market, ; dd anu 


ES POE : 

I SHALL be very glad to answer all letters addressed to 
me, but I must request my Liberal correspondents to come 
to my aid pecuniarily. Since last September I hav borne 
the not trifling expense of stationery, printing, and postage 
on letters and Circulars myself, -Itis not just that I shouid 
continue to do 80. Where 1 giv. my, time and best endegvors 
to further the cause of the LiberalLeague in this state; the . 
Liberals of Ohio.can,:I think, afford to send me^a few 
postage stamps<occasionally. They will come handy. and . 
wil! be appliedsto‘good. purposes. ‘ a ea 

CincinriatiO'g.May. 12; 1880, Omas. J. HERBOLD, 
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Miscellaneous. 


300 Foxes With Firebrands Tied to Their Tails. 


BY BROTHER SMITH. 


My Beloved Brothers and Sisters: Your spected preacher 
am sgain Called to splain God's holy word, and it give me 
ticular pleasure to see the St. Johns school board present, 
for I'se selected the toughest text in the good book for to 
talk about, an’ the reason that I say it’s the toughest story 
to believers is because I’se had some sperience in trying to 
catch foxes myself. My text may be found in Judges xv, 
4. It says, ‘“ And Samson went and caught three hundred 
foxes, and' took firebrands, an’ turned tail to tail, an’ put a 
firebrand in the midst between their tails.” Reason would 
teach that no one man could catch three hundred foxes, I 
once tried six weeks to catch a fox, and I didn’t get him 
nuther. Bo you see with my sperience this sacred fox story 
came mighty near shaking my faith in the whole book, If 
you tie two dogs together by their tails they wouldn't run a 
rod. They would each one conclude that the other was 
holding him back, so instead of ruaning they would pitch 
in an’ fight, an’ foxes would do the same as dogs. 

But luckily, my beloved, the whole thing was splained to 
me the other night in a dream, An’ a voice said unto me 
that them foxes was inspired foxes. They all come out of 
the woods, and when Samson got a firebrand ready two 
foxes would turn round and meekly back up, and when a 
brand of fire was tied to their tails they just put in an’ 
drawed like a pair of three-year old steers. Glory to God ! 
My beloved, every fox did his level best in drawing fire- 
brands in among the corn of the Philistines. 

An’ as an evidence of the truth of this story, there is even 
unto this day a few of their descendants which am well 
known among the fur buyers as the Samson fox, on account 
of their tails havirg the appearance of being singed. It 
wouldn’t do for one fox to run on one side of a little tree, 
an’ the other fox to run on the other side, ‘cause if they did 
all of the foxes would get hung by the tails, an’ no corn 
would get burned,. So you see they was inspired, and things 
all worked to a charm. If Samson catched all of them 
foxesin a box trap, he was a mighty good trapper, 

Samson was awful stout. He killed one thousand men 
with the jawbone of a mule. He was so stout that he could 
take a mule by the tail and sling him into a crowd as easy 
aga boy could sling a stone, He was awful stout in his 
hair, but a little weak in his head. A good-looking woman 
could take him by the nose and lead him in any direction. 
My beloved sisters, 'twas a woman that led Samson to his 
ruin. She made him tell her that his strength lay in his 
hair, and she then gave him one of them sort o' meltin' ex- 
pressions with her eyes, and sweetly asked him to lay his 
head in her lap and go to sleep, an' he, like an old fool, 
did so, an’ she took a pair of shears an’ cut off the hair of 
his head, when he became weak as any other man. An’ 
now, my brethren, let me warn you agin laying your head 
in a woman's lap, an’ 'specially if she’s not your wife. For 
this Woman cried unto the Philistines, an’ they went for 
Samson pretty ruff, I can tell you. But once more we 
return to our blessed text, 

* An’ Samson caught three hundred foxes an’ tied fire- 
brands to their tails." This am a very important lesson, 
calculated to teach the children in our public school how to 
burn their neighbor’s corn, and the St, Johns school board 
do well in Charging the district for imparting to tha boys, 
through the professors, the science of burning corn, 

Itis true that boys, and so could Samson, hav taken & 
brand of fire in his own hand, and burned more corn, an’ a 
thousand times easier, than by the fox process, but God 
preferred to try the fox-tail experiment, and it worked well. 
Glory to God! It showed how God could inspire foxes to 


_back up and cross their taile fora brand of fire. 


Bro. Jones will pass the hat for Christ’s sake. Such as 
hav no Change can send the spected preacher a yellow- 
legge? chicken, spring chickens preferred. 

e 


[From the Boston Investigator,] 


The Bennett Reception. 


Mr, EDITOR : With your permission Í will say to your 
readers what I wanted to say in Chickering Hall, New 
York, at Mr. D. M, Bennett’s reception on Sunday evening, 
May 2d, but could not for lack of time. It was in substance 
as follows : 

I wanted in the first place to thank the ladies and gentle- 
men present, for attending in such large numbers, and com- 
pletely filling Chickering Hall on this important and mem- 
orable occasion, and for the testimony they gave that they 
were in sympathy with the object of the meeting, as mani- 
fested by thei: continuous and enthusiastic applause. I felt 
satisfied that th: audience were in hearty sympathy with 
Mr. Bennett, a fact that filled his friends with courage and 
enthusiasm, and, l hope, his enemies with remorse and 
repentance for the evil they hav done him, 

I wanted also to say to that large meeting what I believe 
to be a truth, which is, that ninety-nine out of every hun- 
dred of the Liberals of the country honestly and intelli- 
gently belive that D. M. Bennett had just as good a right to 
send '' Cupid's Yokes” through the mails as Anthony Com- 
stock had to send the Bible by that conveyance, and if we 
pusish men for mailing ''Cupid's Yokes,” we certainly 
ought to punish them for mailing the Bible. If one is 
obscene, the other is worse—that is, if “ Cupid’s Yokes” is 
obscene, the Bible is more 80, 

Ever since Mr. Bennett was sent to prison for exercising 
his natural right to the mails, I hav felt like damning 
orthodoxy to its own infernal and never-ending hell. When 
it was announced that Mr. Bennett was to receive a public 
reception, I felt that I couid pot do less than attend. I 


wanted to help fill the hall, for if Mr. Bennett was brave 
enough to go to prison in defense of free speech, I certainly 


ought to be willing to go to hia reception aud help to make 


it a success. I also wanted to see and shake bands with 
our brave hero and martyr. 

Allow me to say that I feel like indorsing a fearless 
sentiment which Mr. Bennett gave at the crowded meeting. 
He said that it was the proudest. moment of his life to stand 
before that vast assembly of Liberals under the circum- 
stances that had brought them together, and he added that 
it almost paid him for all the Sufferlags and privations he 
had endured. I must say thet I feel like repeating that 
sentiment, that it was to me the happiest moment of my 
life, standing as I was in that great and grand meeting, 
helping to honor Mr, Bennett by speech, song, and cheers 
to our hearts’ content. us 

Permit me also to state that among all the great and grand 
speeches of the evening, none satisfied the hearts, of the 
audience like the words of Mr, Bennett, when he modestly 
but boldly declared that if the cause of freedom required 
another sacrifice like that he had passed through, he was 
ready, if need be, to go to prison again. 

‘I see that Mr, Francis E Abbot is sneering at us again in 
his Indes. He speaks of Mr. Bennett's reception and his 
friends as the friends of a *' go-as-you-please morality,” for- 
getting that he has been teaching for years that men should 
obey only natural morality, which is simply obedience to 
reason and conscience; or, in other words, going as your 
nature directs—another form of going as you please, 

If I hav got to choose between going as I please, and 
going as somebody else pleases to hav me, I shall not hesi- 
tate long in choosing my company. We hav intellectually 
aristocratic, self-righteous bigots on one side, and broad, 
democratic, go-as-you-please Liberals on the other. How 
shall I choose? To go as I please, or to go as Mr. Abbot 
pleases ? 

When doctrines meet with general approbation. 
It is not heresy, but reformation. . 

And so it is with Liberal Leagues. We hav now about 
two hundred Leagues, because they can go as they please, 
and presume to take that liberty without consulting Mr. 
Dictator Abbot, the self-glorifled author of the ‘‘ consensus 
of the competent.” 

In conc!usion, Mr. Editor, let me say that the receptio 
and reading of dispatches was a very novel but interesting 
ceremony, which reminded me of election day, There was 
great cheering on hearing the dispatches read. I was proud 
to hear words of congratulation and sympathy from Horace 
Seaver and Paine Hall Liberal League, also from Frank 
Rivers and Snawmut Liberal League. The reception was 
a grand success in every way. 

Yours respectfully, 

Cambridge, Mass., May 5, 1880. 

a 


A Friendly Challenge to Spiritualists Every- 
where. 
BY W. F. JAMIESON. 

It is now a year and a half since I publicly and privately 
avowed my acceptance of scientific ' Materialism,” With 
charity for all and malice toward none did I take my posi- 
tion in obedience to my conviction. It was Bo wish of mine 
to make war upon my old associates fn Spiritualistic belief. 
They, however, were not so considerate, some of them. 
Chalienges to debate were offered me by leading Spiritual- 
ists, which, in every instance, I accepted. Let those Spirit. 
ualists of Michigan who are reporting that I refuse to meet 
Spiritualists in debate make a note of this. When I refuse 
to debate a proposition which I hold to be true affirmatively 
or negatively, I. wil! abandon the proposition. 

Many times I hav been charged by unfriendly Spiritual- 
ists with a refusa] to compare my views with those of my 
'* god-son" Moses Hull. When he was at Hobert, Ind., he 
sent me word that if arrangements could be made he would 
debate with me. I finally succeeded in making an engage- 
ment for Linesville Btation, Pa., but Moses' lecture appoint- 
ments prevented the anticipated discussion. He could not, 
he said, at that time meet me. 

Kaowing, as I do, that Spiritualists profess to be eager 
tor debate, I do not accuse them of declining to defend and 
maintain their fundamental doctrine, that there is absolute 
proof that spirits of departed human beings communicate 
with people ox earth. 

What was evidence to my mtnd at twenty years of age 
proved to be no evidence at forty. I now do not think that 
the '' wonders” of Spiritualism all put together demonstrate 
the existence of any spirit or mind after the death of its 
body. Ido not say that there is no spiritual world, but I 
do say that the probability is that when a man dies he is as 
dead as a dog; and a dog, when it dies, is ag dead as a door 
nail—as far as I know, 2. e., 1 do not know that the canine 
will not liv always. When he stops breathing. and the 
man stops breathing, the probability is just as good for one 
as the other, from all appearance, not to liv, Admitted, as 
science teaches, that appearances are deceptive, I wish that 
Spiritualists could demonstrate tueir thesis. I offer them 
&n opportunity to bring forward the demonstration. Let 
those who are so very anxious to hav a debate between 
Moses Hull and myself make the necessary arrangements. 

Will they do so? Will they co-operate with the Materi- 
alists of their neighborhoods ? Debates cannot rua them- 
selves any more than lectures on Spirituslism, Materialism, 
or science, Will they do as much pecuniarily for debate 
as for one sided advocacy of Spiritualism ? If not they are 
not as anxious for debate as they seem to be, nor as liberal 
in sustaining it as Christians are. 

To those Spiritualists who hav asserted that I would 
rather debate with Campbellites, Methodists, etc., than 

Spiritualists I reply that the assertion is utterly groundless, 
B hav no personal ill will toward Spiritualists, I number 


J. S. VERITY. 


among them some of my best friends, who hav no inclina- 
tion to censure any one for maintaining his own Views, 

So let it be understood, once for all, that I will meet them 
in friendly debate as cheerfully as I encounter Christiana. 
We should all hate quarreling, but ever be willing to discuss 
the vital issues of our time. We should also, it seems to 
me, accord to othera strict honesty of purpose and opinion 
in absence of positive proof to the contrary. This, sorry to 
say, some Spiritualists are not disposed to do. They imag- 
ine that no one can honestly change his opinion from 
Spiritualism to Materialism. "They forget that the church, 
to which many of them once belonged, impugned their own 
motives in their espousal of Spiritualism in the same 
manner. 

The work that Spiritualists are doing for this world 
Materialists are in accord with. I grant, however, that this 
fact should not close the gate of free discussion on the 
points of difference between them. 


Already hav I had the pleasure of & few tilts with such 


able Spiritualists as O. P. Kellogg, Mr. Talmadge, Mrs. 
Libbie Watson, W. M, Lockwood, J. O. Barrett, Gen. 
Roberts, There are Lyman C. Howe, J. M. Peebles, Giles 
B. Stebbins, R, C. Flower, T. H. Stewart, 8. B Britain, 
A, E. Newton, Cora Richmond, S. B. McCracken, J. H, W. 
Toohey, Bishop Beals, Neliie Brigham, Amelia Colby, Mrs. 
Sheppard, and many other pugilistic Spiritualists, who are 
ready to meet their Christian opponents in debate. Why 
should they shrink from joint discussion with Mr. Under- 
wood, Mr. Phelps, Mr. Holmes, Mr. Bell, or myself ? 

Of course I am not authorized to speak for the other 
Materiali-ts, but if Spiritualists suppose their evidence- will 
stand the test of investigation, and that they hav the facts 
to overthrow Materialism, it is downright cruelty to keep 
those facts in private and public circles away from a wait- 
ing world. Let the mediums be brought forward—those 
who are constantly employed to giv public tests—and I will 
endeavor to furnish scientific ** mediums” to sustain mod- 
ern Materialism. Are you ready? My address is Lake 


City, Minn. 
—— or Ó9————————— 


The Backwoods Pulpit. 


REV. F, OCTAVU8 BENBON ACCEPTS A CALL AND PREACHES 
HIS FI88T SERMON AT THE YAM HILL FIRST METHOD- 
IST CHURCH, LEFT WING. 


Belubbed Brudderz an’ Sisterz : In acceptin’ ob de call to 
fill de pulpit ob de Yam Hill Fust Mefodiz church, left 
wing, I was inflooenced darto by two powerful reasenz, 
Fust, dat de wages was higher dan I was a reseabin’ at de 
church at Buzzird's Roost; an’, secondly, I was mo’ suah 
of my pay. When Ireseab de notify from Deacon Nico- 
demus Jonsing dst you wanted a fust-class shepherd, I 
axed: Am dat flock healthy? Hab dey all dey fleeces on, 


_} or did udder shepberds done take all de fleeces off? Does 


dey pay up ebery Saturday night? Does dey use gold and 
silber to oil de trail ob deir pastor an’ make slick his way 
froo dis vale of tearz? Does dey take up spontaneous col- 
lectionz twice ebery Sunday, an’ ebery lam’ come up wid a 
fifty-cent#ante fur de benefit ob de poor—de poor pastor? 
An’ our dearly belubbed deacon responded to all dese cata- 
goriez by sayin’ yes, in de affirmitavely, 
found shepherd axed him, morely: Do dey gib a cord ob 
knotty, twisty, green wood, when good dry is sellin' at five 
dollarz, and ring dis in on deir pastor as a ten-dollar con- 
tribushun? Do dey gib a donashun pawty an’ spoil de 
Bhepherd's carpets, an’ his furniture, an’ borrowed table- 
cloths, an’ udder borrowed articles, an’ say, ** How tankful 
he ought to be fur to hav sich a generouz flock?” Do all 
you ole wimmin, an’ young ones, too, come laden wid from 


-a peck to ahalf bushel of iried doughaou!z, an’ eat up all de 


pastor’s good fixinz, an’ say, “ Dah, now, de ole man'z got 
enuf eatinz to last him six months?" Do you ole wimmin 
folks club togedder and make him a big thin dressin’-gown, 
wid big sunflowerz all over it, an’ den go cacklin’ roun’ how 
dey presented deir dear oie pastor wid a sufficiency ob 
wardrobe to last him clean froo de winter? An’ Deacon 
Jonsing arised in great wrath an’ answered, no, in de nega- 
tively, by sayin’, ‘Not by a dam site. You 'spose we's like 
dem ole orthodox heathen Caristianz? On behalf ob de 
Yam Hill church, I 8cawn de base imputashun.” 

Belubbed bredderin, den it wez I went down on my 
knees and rassled in prayer all de way from five to ten 
seconds, an’ I rised up, refreshed, and wrote you dat I hear 
de spirit say: “ Brudder Flavius Octavus Benson, go thou 
up to the charge at Yani Hill. You can’t do better if you 
loaf roun’ here a whole month of Chrismussez,". An’ I 
came. An’ I will remain until de spirit hunts up annuder 
Call whar dar is a larger flock wid bigger fleeces, 

I didn’t tackle on no tcx’ to dis sarmint for de reazon dat 
it am a little openin’ ta k—je»s a little confab ‘tween our- 
selvez, in which I done tole you de programme your pastor’s 
gwine to chalk out for his future ministry. But den dis 
tex’ business is only used for a ornament outside ob de left 
wing churchez. De udder preacherz roll up deir eyes wen 
dey roll out deir tex’, and den all de way clean froo de 
sarmint dey fight shy ob it an’ circle all roum’ as if it was a 
knowin’ ole poiecat, an’ dey's afeard ob tacklin' it, Day 
jess use a tex’, and, wen you'z tryin’ to get de sense ob de 
tex’ froo your wool, dey commence frowin’ sand in your 
eyes, an’ you'z got nothin’ else to do but look roun’ at de 
gals or go to sleep in order to git your brainz back to deir 
normal condition. But I'se gwine to hitch a tex’ on to ebery 
sarmint henceforwardly an’ stick aa Close to it as a thousand- 
dollar mortgage oa a fifty-dollar shanty. Your pastor will 
use de same privilege enjoyed by de gemmen ob de long- 
tailed black coats an' white chokerz by takin' his tex' any- 
where he can cotch it in the Bible. But, unlike dem, he 
wil] not read you one ting an’ say it meanz annuder. De 
langwidge must speak for itself, and your pastor will prove 
it to be true by udder texts, and den confiscate some udder 


Dan your new-. 
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varses to prove dem all to be a wicked lie. Bo long as you | But all this bitterness, exaggeration, and falsehood are 


can come up wid liberal antes to de contribushun sasser, 
you can take your choice. 

Your pastor will also treat at diverz times ob de great 
libin apostlez, de holy detective, Tony, de.soap-gresse 
Christian, an udder followe:z of Jesuz, followin’ so far 
behind dat wea de gates ob heaven am shut dey'll find dey 
haint near got half through hell, and dar dey’!l roost foreber 
an’ ebermore, or hell aint south from de new Jerusalem, or 
aint at all  Butif dar is a hell, jess a little one, big enough 
for six, den you may be shuah dat de seats am all reserved 
for Tony and his gang. ButI digress. 

Your pastor will also speak ob de great and good men 
mentioned in de Bible. He will show de lives dey led, and 
hold it up for your gaze, so dat you an’ your chillun'z 
children can dodge de way dat leads to de prison an' de 
scaffold; to de drunkard'z and de murderer'z grave. He 
wil show you dat dar's more morality in de prisonz 
ob de world now dan eber lodged in the buzzamz of God'z 
anointed. He will speak ob de good tings roun’ uz, an’ 
wen he tacklez de ebil he will gib you de exact chapter an’ 
verge. 

De jaunt from Buzzard’s Roost to dis heah lubly Yam 
Hill haz kind ob fatigued your shepherd, so we will close de 
servicez by askin’ de deacon to pass roun’ de contribushun 
sasser while de choir will sing: 


De Lord lubz a eheerful gibber, 
Early in de mawning. 

Don't put in a penny sliber, 
Early in the mawning. 

Loud your praises you must holler, 
Early in de mawning. ` 

Backed up by a big bright dollar, - 
Early in de,mawning. 

Den foreber an’ ebermore, 
Early in de mawning. 

You will play on de golden shore, - 
Early in de mawning. 


Letter from W. S. Bell. 


My Dean BENNETT: Yesterday I had the pleasure of 
reading the report of your reception in Chickering Hall. It 
was a grand affair, and will be read by many thousands of 
Liberals with great satisfaction and pleasure. The saints 
are gnashing their teeth over this uprising of free speech in 
your defense. To show to what desperation orthodoxy is 
driven in the matter of your reception I giv a few sentences 
from the Chicago Tribune: ‘‘ The proceedings were char- 
acterized by blasphemy and obscenity throughout, denunci- 
ations of religion and the .clergy, blasphemous allusions to 
God and Jesus Christ, appeals for the free circulation of 
obscene matter, demands that Denis Kearney should be 
released, and howling and yelling. The audience was made 
up of Freethinkera, Freelovers, Infidels, and radical Spirit- 
ualists, and free rein was given to the motley crowd. The 
yesolutions adopted were characterized by indecent and 
blasphemous sentiments. It would hav been in the interests 
of common decency if the whole crowd could hav been 
Janded at one sweep into the penitentiary.” 

. Jt will be in the interest of free thought if no Liberal 
hereafter shall buy a single copy of the Chicago Tribune, 
Mark that paper. 

The Cleveland Leader, a dirt-eating or dirt-slinging sheet, 
as exigencies demand, was not to be outdone by the immac- 
ulate conceptions which embellished the fair pages of the 
Chicago Tribune, and it copies the above extract and adds 
its own drivel after this fashion: ‘The above individual, 
Bennett, isa pet of Bob Ingersoll, who took part in a Free- 
love, Freethinking ‘ Liberal’ meeting at Cincinnati last 
year for the purpose: of ventilating their indignation at the 
imprisonment of Bennett, The foregoing description of 


‘the orgies illustrates most strikingly what we would all come 


to if Infidelity should reign supreme in our land, What is 
there to take the place of the benign spirit of true Chris- 
tianity, which teaches everything that is good and nothing 
that is bad? Infidelity, as a rule, teaches nothing except 
denying the truth of revelation and hatred of Christianity.” 

In reading these eloquent and elegant extracts, descrip- 
tive of the reception, 1 more than ever regret I was not 
there, I should.like to hav witnessed the ‘ orgies,” which 
means, I suppose, water turned into wine, and then the wine 
copiously turned into the ‘‘motley crowd.” Ishould hav 
been interested, to say the least, in giving ear to the ** howl- 
ing and yelling,” While others gave it tongue, In a politi- 
cal gathering similar demonstrations would be termed 
“loud applause.” .In Joe Cook’s Monday morning tirades 
they would be written ‘‘as revised by the author,” ‘‘enthu 
siastic cheers,” and in the more devotional meetings of 
Moody they would be sanctified by the title, ‘‘shouts of glo- 
ry." ButI shall always regret my absence from the '* orgies " 
of that memorable occasion. Then there was “ blasphemy.” 
** My prophetic soul, mine uncle.” Here is the rock in the 
Stream upon Which the craft of Freethought is to be 
wrecked. If some judge of the United States Supreme 
Court can be found who will define blasphemy and send a 
few Liberals to prison for asking Jesua a few questions in 
an open letter, it will be the tocsin for every judge in the 
country Wishing favor to arrest the blasphemer and see to 
it that he is sent to prison. Depend upon it, Christians are 
talking more and more about the vengeance of the Lord 
upon blarphemers, and they mean business. They fined a 
lecturer at Irwin Station for blasphemy and other irrelig- 
ious acts. 

But returning to the elegant extract from the immaculate 
Chicago sheet. I should not hav been quite 80 happy in 
those ‘orgies ” if the whole crowd had been landed at one 


: fell sweep into the penitentiary. How very amiable this 


Christian spirit makes the heart of its votaries. “ It teaches 
everything that is good and nothing that is bad.” Did you 
ever read anything equal to that? lam sure I never did. 


fruits of despair. . . 

*“ These be thy gods, O Israel,” is the first line of au 
abortive attempt at publishing a new batch of old letters 
attributed t^ D, M, Bennett, This six-page tract purports 
to be in the interests of decency and purity, but at the same 
time contains expressions probably as vulgar and obscene 
ag any found in the holy Bible, These sheets are seat from 


Boston to Liberals in d'fferent parts of the country. No. 


name Or signature is attached to this would-be pious slan- 
der. Bundy and Abbot had the courage but indiscretion to 
subscribe their respective names to their obscenities, but the 
author of these scurrilous and obscene letters has no name 
to sign, yet many know who he is. His record is written 
and lies in Boston to-day. After living with his wife for a 
short time, and abusing her, he told her deliberately that 
he had married her simply to spite her father ; afterward 
he shamefully deserted her. And this is the representative 
of respectability, virtue, and purity, sending filth through 
the mails in the name of *' decency and the sanctity of the 
marriage vow.” A man—if it be proper to call him aman 
—who marries for spite, abuses his wife, and cruelly deserts 
her, is truly a fit representative of decéncy and a most 
capable person for discoursing upon the ** decency and the 
sanctity of the marriage vow.” W. B. BELL. 
Ravenna, Q., May 10, 1880. 


9 ———————— 


Elmina versus Dodd. 


On page 194, ** Age of Reason," Paine says, ‘‘ It is natural 
to believe that he [God] will . call us to account for 
the manner in which we hav lived here.” On page 195, 
" It isthe fool only . . that would liv as if there were 
no God.” How now about your Atheism? Are you one of 
Paine’s ‘‘fools ?" He classes Atheism in the opposite but as 
far from truth as fanaticism (page 190). Your Atheism is 
no new idea to Paine, but he denounces it.—J. H. Dodd. 


FRIEND Dopp: I see from thy last letter thee thinks I 
meant to be personal in my application uf such names as 
“canting,” ‘‘psalm-singing,” ‘‘ hypocrite,” etc., to the pious 
preachers and believers who are slandering our best and 
bravest men simply because they saw truths that are too 
profound for the average intellect of the day. But I intend- 
ed the remarks to be general and not personal, though I did 
think thee was a little too hasty in exultingly parading on 
a postal card such charges as thee did against men whose 
names will shine in letters of gold long after thine and mine 
hav faded and paled away into oblivion. 

It really does seem to me that you Christians are more 
desirous of picking flaws in Infidel characters than in their 
doctrines. We do not claim that our champions are perfect 
or infallible. They do not profess *' sanctification,” '* puri- 
fication,” or ‘‘godliness.”” They only claim to be weak, 
erring mortals, who desire to rise higher and higher as the 
years roll on, and endeavor to do the very best they can to 
make themselves and their fellow-mortals wise, good, and 
happy here and now, instead of hugging te themselves the 
delusion that if they believe the Christian mythology now, 
and are baptized into Christ, and liv Christian lives, they 
will be allowed to enter the pearly gate, walk the golden 
Streets, play upon harps, and see gods and angels in glory. 
Just take a glance at it, my friend, in its simple nakedness. 
Does it not look silly enough ? Can even J. H. Dodd swal- 
low it literally ? Thee says thee has never bowed to any 
man, but I confess i hav. I feel it no loss of dignity or 
self-respect to bow of bend in acknowledgment to a supe. 
rior genius or intelligence in the men and women around 
me, and in the minds of the heroes who hav gone from 
among us, I reverence the memory of Mr. Paine, and 
believe him to hav been a good and honest man, but not 
infallible or peerless. Though he was a Deist, and not an 
Atheist, matters not to me, so long as he gave frankly the 
truth that was in him, and spoke as he felt ; and no one has 
denied that he wes really what he seemed. 

I am not at all hurt at being called one of ‘‘ Paine’s fools” 
for—believing as he did—he honestly thought no one who 
was not a fool would deny the existence of a God. I hava 
broad charity for all true believers. I respect no man the 
less for his belief in myths and errors. But I protest against 
the bigotry, tyranny, and oppression that you Christians 
exercise over all but your own peculiar seets. I think ita 
base and iniquitous wrong in you to compel Infidels to pay 
taxes on millions of dollars’ worth of church property, to 
support a vast and eVer-increasing priesthood, to keep Bab- 
bath laws, and to put them out of cífices of profit and emol- 
ument. Few Infidels can conscienciously take the oath of 
office even if they are elected. I could not join the Masons, 
Good Templars, nor many other like societies if I wished, 
because I will not lie and ssy I believe in Almighty God, 
when I know it is impossible for any such incomprehensi- 
bility to exist ; and they admit none but myth believers into 
fellowship with them—or those who say they believe. 

There are even fanatics among Liberals, aad illiberal men 
who think they are Liberal But while we grieve that all 
men are not Liberal, charitable, and good, we claim that 
religion really creates hy pocrisy, bigotry, and fanaticism in 
its believers; while in the ranks of Freethinkers these traits 
are the natura! results of character and circumstances, and 
are none the stronger because of the Infidelity of their pos. 
sessors, Had Paine lived till to-day he would hav been an 
Atheist himself, for he would hav found so much of the 
ground gone over that he could hav begun further on, and 
80 reached a more distant goal in the race. 

The quotations thee make do not to me prove any inten- 
tional dishonesty. We all put on our meanings to Bible 
tals, and each one understands it reading it in his own way, 
Ithink Infidel honesty is far more common than Christian 
honesty, simply because Infideis are free to go where truth 
leads them, while the Christian dares not think, act, or do 
only as Christ did, if he means to follow his guide. 


Our 


guide ia reason, and we are bouud only by the limits of our 
faculties and perceptions. We are tied to no effete, moldy 
past; we are free to go on, on, on, a8 far as mind can 
Stretch ; and ever:as we go we see new truths and bright 
visions in the beyond still beckoning us higher up and fur- 

ther on. s f 


‘Truth is dawning, see the morning 
Kindled ever sea and land ! 
And the gilded hills are warning 
That the day spring may not stand. 


Far adown it flows and widens, 
` Souls are lighted by the blaze, 
And the distant mountain summits . 
Stand transfigured with its rays,” f 


April 28. ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER. 


Liberal League Notes. . 


Tux annual meeting of the Friends of Human Progress 
will be held at the usual place near Waterloo, N, Y., the 
5th and 6th of June, I hope to meet many of the Liberal 
friends of central and western New York at this meeting. 


Tuk Board of Directors of the National Liberal League 
has succeeded in vetting nearly all the vacancies on the 
Executive Committee filled by live, active Liberals, so that 
we now hav an admirable committee, Now let every Lib- 
eral friend everywhere understand that the committeeman 
who represents their state is the ''head-center" of the 
movement in the state or territory, the one to hav the gen- 
eral supervision of the work ; that he should in fact not 
only be that, and do that, but should be a ‘‘ Liberal lecture 
bureau " in himself for his state. And our Liberal friends 
should not ask him to do all this work for nothing and pay 
his own expenses, but each Liberal of the state should con- 
tribute something for his support. i 


C. H. Donne, the Liberal League representative for 
Michigan, has gone to work in earnest to make Michigan 
the banner state in the Liberal League movement, He 
writes: ** As to our work here in Michigan, I hav secured 
the services of Mr, R. Wilson, of Auburn, Ind., to travel in 
this state and lecture and organize Leagues. He has no 
price for lectures ; he only asks that his expenses be guar- 
anteed, and whatever else the Liberal friends feel like 
donating him he will accept for his service. He is a noble 
man and sound to the core.” I learn the great Liberal 
Convention is to be held in Michigan the 1st of July, 


Tuk Dallas, Tex., Liberal League is,made up of Liberals 
of the true metal. The Christians of the town for some 
time past hav been giving an example of how they ''love 
their enemies” by misrepresenting the Liberal League 
movement through the city press, and the Christian editors 
allowed the Liberals to reply only by paying for the inser- 
tion of their articles at the high advertising rates of twenty- 
five cents a line. So the Liberals in Dallas decided to hav 
an organ of their own, and hav just issued the first number 
.of The Liberal League Advocate. I hope they may be sus- 
tained in thetr good work, 


Srnck writing the above item I hav received a letter from 
T. C. Cornet, the Secretary of the Dallas League, in which 
he says: ''Bince the appearance of the first number of 
The Liberal League Advocate we hav succeeded in obtainiug 
subscriptions sufficient to insure its publication monthly for 
one year and to double its sizs. Weintend to make it the 
organ for the Liberals of Texas in particular. Next to lec- 
turers a fearless and independent prees is the most powerful 
ally to help us along in our struggle and manifold persecu- 
tions ‘There should be one paper, at least, published in 
each of the Southern states not afraid of Mrs. Grundy.” 


Bro. W. 8. BELL appears to be doing valiant service in 
the lecture field, where he should be constantly kept ata 
living remuneration. He writes uuder date of May 5th: 
“I write you to say that after giving my first lecture in 
Finley, O., last Sunday, the Liberals of the place remained 
in the hall and organized an auxiliary Liberal League. 
There are but few Liberals here, but they are men of 
decided convictions and character, ‘There are hosts of 
people in this town who will assent to Liberal ideas, but 
who will not even come out to hear the lectures. Mother 
Grundy is a power in this place," 


Tue Liberals everywhere who were not permitted to 
attend the Bennett Reception looked eagerly for the New 
York papers of last Monday morning to see a report of the 
gathering, but before the papers came the Associated Press 
report give the assurance that it was an immense gathering. 
Most of the New York papers attempted to belitile it and 
slur it Over, but they were all compelled to report enough 
of the proceedings to show that it was a great success, In 
reading the proceedings I was pleased to see among the tel- 
egrams a congratulatory dispatch sent from one of the 
eight of the Abbot Leagues as published in the Index. It 
was from the '' Onondaga County Liberal League.” Will 
Abbot hereafter continue that League in full fellowship ? 
The best report that I read was in Zruth. This independ- 
ent daily juurnal should be liberally patronized by the Lib- 
eral public, : H, L, GREEN. 

Salamanca, N. Y., May 9, 1880. 

a age PUNCH IS: 

Tue Rev. Edgar L. Walker, of Pawlet, Vt., preached a 
germon against Spiritualism. A correspondent of the Gran- 
ville (N. Y.) Sentinel said it was one of Joe Cook the liar’s 
old sermons, whereupon Walker got mad and threatened 
the editor, Mr. J. L. McArthur, with a libel suit. But Mac 
is a man whom the miuisters don't scare worth a cent. 
Walker admitted that part of it was from Joe Cook, Mc- 
Arthur said through his paper, after calling the reverend 
gentleman an ass, that he could begin proceedings as soon 
as he wished. He publishes a sort of Liberal paper, respects 
ing one man's opinion ag well as another's, l 
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‘Letters from Friends. 


HaAMILTOR, R. I., April 27, 1880. 

DEAR F'RIEND BENNETT: Let me congratulate you upon 
your. liberation from Christian bondage, and say that the 
very fact of your imprisonment had the effect of making 
me an open Liberal, I consider the whole thing £n outrage 
upon you, and I know, from my own experience in explain- 
ing the matter to those who hav any reason in their brain, 
that you hav given the church a bad blow. You coulda't 
deliver a more deadly one than you hav had you done your 
utmost. I want you to send me your new book. 

With my best wishes for.your prosperity and happiness, 
I remain, Your friend, Jas. N. ARNOLD. 


Sart LAKE City, UTAN, April 21, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find five 
dollars. which please use for increasing the circulation of 
Tue TRUTH BEEKER, or for your own private use, in any 
way which may seem best to you. I hope that each of your 
subscribers will aid you a little substantially in addition to 
their good wishes for your future success and prosperity 
and that of the Liberal cause, which you so ably represent, 
Iam glad that you will 80 soon receive the liberty which 
has so long unjustly been denied you. May you never lose 

the game again in fighting for it. Your friend, 
Cumas. F, BLANDIN. 


AELINGTON HEIGHTS, ILL., April 28, 1880. 

Mr. D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find six 
dollars. I hav taken your paper for the last three months, 
and must say it is the best paper for the money I ever took, 
One thing about it is that it tells more truth than any Chris- 
tian paper ever did or ever will. My sympathy is with you, 
your paper, and your book on the ''Gods," hoping you will 
be successful, For my part, I will do all I can to help you 
along, for I think we want just such papers as yours. We 
want such a man as Ingersoll to lecture to make this world 
nobler and happier. 

One more remark. Isuppose by the time this will reach 
you, you will be à free man—released from prison to enjoy 
freedom once more. How grand it is for us that Christians 
can’t punish us forever on this earth! They will hav to 
wait until we get to the other world; and if truth is pun- 
jshed there, then we will hav to suffer; but if falsehood is 

unished, the Christians will be in for it. Truth will stand. 
f the church is ever so strong, it will hav to fall, because 
it has no truth in it. Yours truly, ' 
HENRY F. BEHLENDOST. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Apri] 27, 1880, 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: I crave the honor of 
contributing my humble mite ($2) to help swell the chorus 
of rejoicing at the liberation of D. M. Bennett.. Moral 
cowardice is the one*great bine or vice of humanity, It 
is the negative, the antithesis, or the absence of virtue. 
Moral courage indicates faculties to perceive the truth 
through all blinding iofluences and the magnanimity to 
maintain it, The possessor of moral courage, which prob- 
ably embraces all the greatest, noblest qualities of the 
human mind, is a true hero, and according to ‘all commer- 
cial laws, the rarer a commodity the more valuable it is, 
D. M. Bennett is.a ‘gem of purest gd serene,” and has 

now fully demonstrated his right to sit beside Paine. 
Yours, JAMES C, LEHMER. 


. . BPRINGFIELD, Mo , April 27, 1880. 

My Dear FRIEND BENNETT: Your day of liberation 
draws near, When strong intellecta and warm bearts will 
greet and welcome you to the glorious sunshine of liberty, 
where you will again be free to breathe the free air of 
heaven, not asa guilty offender of justice, but as one of 
earth’s bravest, purest, and most talented philosophers and 
philanthropists. Many gallant hearts beat in unison and 
sympathy with you for the near approach of your advent 
from your gloomy prison abode, and will hail with pleasure 
the memorable meeting on the second of May in Chickering 
Hall to express the high esteem they and the world owe 
you, while mavy more want to, and would, meet with you 
there were it at all possible;.and, although absent in person, 
will be present in thought and commune together wiih you, 
and, as far as possible;.epjoy that grand reunion of soul so 
much desired. „Nothing, I assure you, could afford me 
greater pleasure-thau' to be present on that occasion, as I 
am fully satisfied>it'will be truly a feast of thought to all 
true hearts in‘sympathy with you snd the great interest you 
express forthb'good of humanity. 

Wh'ld being shut out from the busy world in your gloomy 
cell „yn ur mind has been none the less active, and the world 
will.no doubt be greatly benefited by the productions of 
your masterly brain while there, This ycu need to, and 

iust, be complimented for, in part, at least; and though I 
Hav been unable to render you much assistance financially, 
be assured, dear brother, you hav all the while had my 
warmest sympathy, with my most earnest wish to help you 
more. Very truly and fraternally yours, 

J. 8. Lyon, M.D. 


: LAWRENCE, Mass., May 2, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear’ Sir : Ioclosed please find two dol- 
lars for a new subscriber. As there is an effort being made 
to double the subscription list, I thought I would try and 
get what subscribers I could, if it was only for three 
months, a8 it might lead them to take it longer. I labor 
under some difficulties, for I am blind, Ishould hav been 
glad to hav rendered you some assistance, as others hav 
done, but I am unable to help myself. I hav been blind 
forten years, and therefore my circumstances would not 
admit of my doing what I would otherwise hav done. 

I was pleased to know you had so many kind friends 
that were able aud willing to assist you in your troubles. 
I assure you I was rejoiced when the day. came for you to 
come forth from those prison walls and breathe the pure air 
of heaven once more. I hav been much interested in the 
letters that you wrote while in prison. They were the first 
things I had read to me. - 

Col Ingersoll lectured here some time ago. J was much 
pleased to hear him. His subject was, ''What must we do 
to be saved?" The clergy are very much agitated over it, 
and nearly all of them preached on Ingersollism, but they 
didn’t make much impression on the minds of sensible 
people. None of them tried to answer his argument, but it 
‘was mostly abuse. I heard a man say it was a wonder that 
God did not cut Ingersoll's career short. I told him it was 
no wonder at all; it only demonstrated the fact that God is 
not a Christian; if he was, he would hav done so long sgo, 
or never suffered him to hav lived at all, I willclose, while 
I remain ever, Your friend and well-wisher, 

; C. E. EDGERELY. 


Norra YAMHILL, OREGON, April 12 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find five 
dollars, In sending this small remittance, I hope you will 
not think it the want of true and'sympathetic friends in this 
far-cff portion of the United States, I believe. there are 
those even here who are fully sensible of the great outrage 
perpetrated on an honest and sincere, patriotic and upright, 
citizen in sending you toa felon’s cell. There has been no 
act under the sanction of law and the government come 
under my observation that has so aroused my indignation, 

If our freedom is subject to the ignorance, superstitions, 
&nd prejudice engendered in the minds of the people from 
the teachings of tbe Christian religion, as evinced in the 
conduct of Benedict, Comstock, and others who aid and 
abet them in their holy crusade against a free press, free 
speech, and a free dissemination of thought and mind all 
over our land, then surely a government founded on princi- 
ples calculated to giv these very things to its citizens is in a 
sad plight indeed. > : 

Go ahead, Bennett, with the good work. There must be 
martyrs to ali great reforms. No doubt to-day you feel 
much better in your conscience. No doubt the world 
regards you as a much better. man than he who stooped to 
such contemptible means to secure your incarceration ina 
prison. . Cheer up, brother, as I hope you are among the 
last of the martyrs. Sympathetically yours. 

LEE LAUGHLIN. 


` HanirAx, N, 8 , May 2, 1880. 
FRIEND BENNETT : Inclosed you will fiad $3. While I 
cannot be with you to-night at the grand Reception given to 
you at Chickering Hall, Ý send my greeting to welcome you 


back to the editorial chair, assuring you that you hav my | 


full indorsement as a man of truth, honor, and integrity, 
and may the pen that you hav been accustomed to wield 
again be wielded with that weighty power and resoluteness 
that will carry conviction into the hearts of thousands that 
are under the domineering influence of priestcraft, and: 
release them from the chains that bind them to superstition, 
intolerance, and hatred towards their fellow-men! The 
work that you hav done for humanity since the advent of 
TEE TRUTH SEEKER cannot be estimated by a common 
standard, Millions yet unborn will stand in astonishment 
at the grand results achieved in the last quarter‘of the nine- 
teenth century by D. M. Bennett, 1 can, to some extent, 
realizó the unbounded feélings of joy that animate the 
whole being of hundreds of thousands that you are again at 
liberty, at your post of honor, ready to battle fer the right 
and to condemn the wrong in whatever channelit may be 
found. So go on with your keen, incisive, and decisive 
blade of truth, . Spare not, for the Car of Progress must roll 
on; &nd whoever is foolish enough to attempt to impede 
its progress will be crushed under its ponderous wheels of 
truth. The befogging elements of Christian hatred, intol- 
erance, and inju-tice must be swept from our fair land, and 
upon ils shattered ruins must be built the broad and liberal 
elements of human brotherhood in the domain of doing the 
greatest good to the greatest number. Malice toward none, 
but chanity for all, I am, as ever, your friend, 

Cuas. YEAKRE, 

. DELPHOS, Ouro, May 4, 1880, 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Y am happy to think that you 
now are free to aguin inhale the sweet odors of tiuth-seek- 
ing. The pious frauds that caused your unjust imprison- 

ment can no longer rejoice over your confinement, 
Truly yours, B. A, Ronoson. 


j New York, May 8, 1880. 
DEAR Bro. BENNETT: Allow me to congratulate you on 
your bei»g in New York again. I had the pleasure of seeing | 
you in the disiance late on Sunday evening last, I trust 
that your trials are over and that your sufferings in the past ; 
wil contribute largely to the liberaliziug of the minds of | 
the people of this country and of the world, : 
. Fratersally yours. E. P. Coouzy, 


Li 


: GLENDALE, MON., April 20, 1880. 
Eprrog TRUTH BEEKER, Dear Sir: The approaching 
release of Mr. Bennett from the Christian institution at Al- 
bany, admonishing me that I am somewhat in arrears with my 
mite of promised contribution during his sojourn with the 
Philistines, will be my excuse for trespassing at present on 
your time. My fears are happily dispelled 1n regard to his 
bealth and power of endurance. I fancy he has improved, 
if possible, intellectually, however he may physically, 
his sroused enthusiasm and acute imagery evinced by his 
description of the convocation of the gods. That he has ` 
survived the p-rsecution and opprobrium heaped upon him, 


Attracted by the music, the audience soon gathered again 
around the stand and listened atten ively to short, stirring 
Speeches by L. Rote, C. M. Sears, L Greene, and others. 

A poem, written for the occasion, entitled, ** May day 
Thoughts Suggested by the Release of D M, Benuett," was 
well rendered by W. H. Sears, and elicited much.applause, 

A committee. on resolutions reported the following, 
which, on motion, were unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That we believe the government should neither 

‘abolish nor support any form of religion in any manner, 
neither directly by the payment of money nor indirectly by 
` exemption from tax. 

Resolved, That we believe in the complete secularization 
of the government. | 

Resolved, That our sympathies hav been with D. M. 
Bennett throughout his tem of imprisonment, and that we 
now congratulate him On his release,  - 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded 
to THE TRUTH SEEKER for publication. : 

Perfect harmony and social accord prevsiled during the 
day, and all] appeared to enjoy themselves. Tue young 
people tripped the light fantastic toe until a 'ate hour, when 
all retired to their respective abodes, feeling that the day 
had been pleasantly avd profitably spent. The question of 
procuring lecturers and organizing a Liberal League was 

. discussed, and I think we may succeed in that undertaking, 
' Lhope to be able to send you a list of new subscribers to 
;your grand paper soon. I will close by wishing you and. 
: your noble wife a long life, success, and happiness, and all 
the Liberal workers in the good cause, 
; . Yours for truth and universal liberty, C. M. SEARS. 
Í et A 
Paterson, N. J., May 15, 1880, 
To THE EDITOR oF Tue TRUTH BEBKER, Mr: l in 
common (as it appears by to-day's TRUTA SEEKER) with 
thousands of other Liberals throughout the country, 
hav had my sense of decency, justice, and honor outraged, 
and that in a most cowardly manner, by the receipt of that 
pamphlet, but as soon 88 I saw what it was I put it in the 
stove, where I hope and trust all the rest were as quickly 
consigned. My greatest interest in the vile thing for the 
few moments that I he.d it in my hands, was to find some 
one’s name to it, but I hunted in vain. And no wonder, for 
even Comstock himself, were he worse than he really is, 
would surely hesitate ere he stooped to such a mean, dirty, 
vile trick as this in order to blast the life and reputation of 
an honored citizen. This pamphlet, very appropriate y, was 
mailed from Boston, but I can scarcely imagine that there 
is any Liberal in the boundary of that honored and illustri- 
ous city who could be go base as to engage in such despic- 
able and utterly contemptible work. And right here I want 
-to say to all these *' things” that are engaged in this muddy 
business, that in future whenever they feel inclined to defile 
the mails and violate Comstock’s obscenity law, they 
will please drop my name from the list of those to whom 
they find a pleasure in sending such filth, And in contrast 
with this, I most anxiously desire to thank all those noble 
men who hav stood true and steadfast, and women who hav 


; done their duty openly and fearlessly by sticking to you 


through this trying ordeal. And such names as Parton, 
Wright, Palmer, Green, Pillsbury, Seaver, the Dentons, Mrs, 
A. H. Colby, Mrs. L, N. Colman, Amy Post, Mrs, E. D. 
Sienker, and a host of others, will, by all who love truth, 
justice, fidelity, and honor, be held in lasting remembrance 
because they loved right and justice more than a fleeting 


| popularity among thuse who murder truth and justice, and 


yet delight in saying; * Iam holierthan thou.” And in con- 
clusion | wish to add that; I am more and more convinced 
of the imperative necessity of all Liberal men and women 
Of this country, and lovers of humanity the world over, 
sticking closer together, working more harmoniously then 
litherto, and making the fight more aggre: sive against big- 
stry, religious persecution, and injustice of every kind. 
Since writiog the above, I hav read your “ Personal," and 
I cannot close without saying how deeply I regret the 
course that Mr. and Mrs. Uaderwood hav taken since the 
split at Syracuse, They were two of my most esteemed 
friends in the Liberal camp, and consequently | am the more 
deeply pained. I most sincerely hope that ere long they 
will Clearly see their mistake and hav courage enough to 
acknowledge it and ever after employ their splendid abili- 
ties in the good work of bringing those into the Liberalranks 
who are now estranged. JonN WABR. 
Nonwar, IowA., May 10, 1880. 
DEAR BROTHER BENNET: Welcome once more to the 
editorial chair of TRE TRUTH SEEKER! May you be undis- 
turbed in its occupancy until the end of your days. You 
hav well earned the right to rest and peace, but I hav no 


without a sciutilla of evidence of his guilt, but meant to; doubt but that you will still 


drive him to lunacy or the grave, is proving, and will 
prove, asad mistake of the modern Inquisition in seeking 
to enforce a doctrine repugnant to natural reason and in- 
compatible with common sense. We are asked, under pains 
and penalties, to accept the myths and fantasies of a crude, 
effete, and barbarous origin—the conceptions of men but 
slightly in advance of the early dwellers of the cavés. As 
well be expected to swallow the antics of the ** leprahaun," 
the weird warning of the ‘‘ banshee” of Milesian notori- 
ety, or the ** lookooroo," the offspring of French imagining 
and papal pronunciamentoes, But À must spare’ you, and 
forbear these incoherent ramblings.. I am solicitous about 
the Reception; hope it will be a grand success ^ Find 
inclosed ten dollars. When you take out the greenbacks, 
drop this quietly in the waste-backet, first tendering ‘my 


** Lift aloft in battle's van 
Emblems ot enfranchised man.” 

This hour we greet you upon your return from the mar- 
tyr’s prison eell and say unio you, ‘* Welcome, good and 
faithtul servant." 

We know your services to'the cause, know the sturdy 
defense which you hav given to the right, and not all the 
malice of your open or secret enemies can avail to turn 
from you the steadfast loyalty of our hearts, for we know 
that you hav suffered for us and liberty. 

The chürch and its landmarks in iniquity hav tried to 
crush you and THE LRUTH SEEKER, 

This was natural, and lor'it there is this measure of ex- 
cuse, that between you there was and is a state of war, 

But the church and her adjuncts hav been aided in their 


grateful thanks to all the ‘‘ boys” in the office, and don’t 
you forget it; I thank the ‘‘ devil” also, 
Yours sincerely, 


. Evpona, Kan., May 8, 1880, 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: A Liberal picnic was 
held on the first day of May at the residence of C. M. Bears, 
in this place, to celebrate the release of D. M, Bennett. The 
day wes delightful, and a beautiful American flag was early 
flung to the brecze and waved majestically from the top of 
the highest tree. The shady grove was tastefully and con- 
veniently arranged for the occasion, and included a speak- 
ers’ stand, seats, tables, croquet sets, swings, arches, target 
shooting, and a plaiform tur dancing. EHalivening music 
was also dispensed by the Dvolittie string band. 

The meeting was organized by electing C. M. Sears 
Chairman, Mr, L. Greene took the stand and delivered a 
very eloquent and appropriate address upon the principles 
of Liberalism and toleration, which was highly appreciated 
and frequently applauded by the large and intelligent 
audience. 

An essay was read by Mrs. M. A. Sears, entitled, ‘‘ Make 
Our Lives Happy Here,” wuich was well received. 

The dinner was a grand and substantial affsir—a feast of 


Wm. KINSELLA, . 


. | good things unsurpassed for richness and variety, to which 


all present appeared to do ample justice. 


nefarious work by a brood o1 vile traitors within our own 
ranks who hay done all in their power to bury you beneath 
a mountain of obioquy and foul defamation, For 
these things they do nov deserve the name of men—there is, 
there can be no excuse. Their action is cowardly and con- 
temptible beyond measure. They are of the same foul 
spawn of those traitors to Freethought who in England hav 
done all in their little power to drug down and destroy the 
indomitable Charles Bradlaugh and the beautiful and 
heroic Annie Besant. 

But the transatlantic vampires hav failed, as hav their: 
brothers in vileness on this side of the water. , 

The latest despicable work of the American Arnold's ig 
an eight page pamphlet sent out under letter postage from 
Boston, Ia tue guise of an attack upon you directly and 
Moses Hull indireeily, it is a deliberate attempt to destroy 
the cause of Liberalism in this country. The cowardly 
miscreants who send it out dare not affix their forever in- 
famous names io the dirty libel. 

Let me say to you, Bro. Bennett, beware of every man 
from whose speeches or writings these anonymous assassins 
draw comfort and assurance of support. Not many of 
them, it is likely, are privy to this last malicious and envi- 
ous attack upoa you and the League, but they hav all shown 
a strange lack of perception of the real issue and of cour- 
age. 
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The Reception seems to hav been a glorious success. The one suffering victim from their inquisition. Then would we 
speeches were excellent, and without exception; there likewise appesl to their reason and scant knowledge of his- | EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Déar Sir; I hav to-day just seen 
was no “let down” in the letters and messages received. tory, that we are laboring to save them no less than our-|leisure time to read your valuable paper of April 10th, 
But it is the resolutions adopted that are the crowning selves from religious oppressions and tortures, The | which contains your ninth letter from Albany, which is the 
glory of the whole meeting. They are the best set of reso- inspired slaughtets of Joshua, the massacres of Moses ag! glorious ‘‘cap-sheaf” of all your previous efforts. It I 
utions adopted by any Liberal gathering since this battle detailed in such scriptures as Numbers xxxi, may be | believed in the answering of prayers, I would at once pros- 
commenced. repeated as one denomination shall gain the power over | trate myself before-some Christian God and implore of him 

They say just what needed to be suid and they do not say all others. The past history of Christianity makes this but | in the best of devotional laoguageto actuate each and every: 
a word too much, In them we find concise, truthful state- too evident. Our only safety is iu a thorough recognition | one of his worshipers to thoroughly study and cherish tue 
ments of facts, clear cut, unequivocal demands, and a of the inalienable rights of all, leaving truth and reason free | infinitely truthful precepts proclaimed by Jesus Christ 
superb spirit of freedom aud brave defiance of accredited to combat error in all its forms and at all times—as Jiffer- | through Mercury to D. M. Bennett. O^, what a grand les- 
systems of iniquity and falsehood. son Wisely taught. : son would then be inculcated into the minds of deluded 

There is not a single cowardly concession in them, nota It religious bigotry and persecutions are to fade out in koaves, fanatical hypocrites, and licentious imaginary God 
single evasion of time-serving denial, not a single protest our republic, the happy result will be due to free thought, | worshipers. It seems to me that if those noble, Ohristlike 
that we are not in favor of obscenity. an honest, earnest love of truth, and minds Liberalized by | Characteristics could only be infused, fawrought, inborn 

All the world knows, or might knowif it did not wilfully the Liberal sciences, . into the sensibilities of all the world's mythical Christian 
shut its eyes to the light of facts, that of all the abomina-! . Rejoicing in the hope and cheering prospects of the; God-serviag people, the world would s'on come forth 
tors of real obscenity (lack of reverence for the sexual triumph of these happy elevating influences, and that you, | Wholly redeemed, rejuvenated from all Christian intoler- 
nature) the most advanced and radical Liberals hold itin D. M. Bennett, will bear your full part in this great work, |&nce, bigotry, and superstition, clothed in the armor of 
the greatest loathing and contempt. . iwe are and ever will be your fast friends. right, truth, justice, and l've. 

It has been even charged that the tendency of Free-| - W. T. AUTEN, Since reading your ''N'inth Letter from Albany,” I am 
thought was to lead men to the commission of all crimes, W. PERKINS, still a greater admirer of Tug Trora SEEKER. I cannot 
Shall we therefore in-ert in every plattorm and set of reso- . and will not do without it. 1 hav become its friead since 
lutions adopted a protest that we are not in favor of mur- DAVENPORT, Iowa, May 2, 1880, its brave, daring, outspoken editor became a victim of 
der, and lying, and stealing, and arson, and rape? Notso,| D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: May all that is good conspire | wicked, intoleraut Christian bigotry, and now since your 
and no more should we be continually getting down upon to help you, and may the devil deal with Comstock, Bene- | liberation the rank and file of Christianity will proclaim 
our knees and meekly vowing that we are not in favor of dictaud company as they deal with others. Inclosed is five | its hilarity by calling upon their demon God to end your 
indecency because we demand the repeal of an unconstitu- dollars from your venerable friend and well wisher R | days in their foaming, boiling-over hell, the temperature of | 
tional, iniquitous, and invasive statute, Taese resolutions | Mc Intosh, who requested me to forward it to you; he also which has been greatly increased during your imprison- 
are good, they perpetrate no such infernal folly. sends five to H. L. Green. Your ever well-wisher, ment by their he.lish prayerful vociferations, Ye Caris- 

|o Nov. 11 makes no concessions, but it is: so worded that it J. Munson. tian hypocrites, I challenge you to read D. M. Bennett's 
spikes every « ffal gun of the filth fiends. * Ninth Letter from Albany,” and dare you to deny one 
With these resolutions and the demands of Liberalism BURLINGTON, Iowa, April 29, 1880. |single word of it. But then, if you can believe and own 
held ever aloft as our bright and shining banner let the|  FarEND BENNETT: By way of ‘“‘hurrab” on the day of |Your pretended word of God, no doubt you can disbelieve 
Liberal Leatue and the friends of the secular state swing | your liberation I hav set floating to the breeze, on a tall flag |ànd deny Bennett's ‘‘ positive word" of truth. But will 
grandly into line and charge with an irresistible onset upon | pole which stands in my garden, two beautiful new fligs, | you and dare vou deny the truth? 
the embattled hosts of superstition aud tyranny, and con- | American and Swiss (I hav the glory of having been born Now, Mr. Editor, please also consider this communica- 
tinue charging until the last stronghold of injustice is|a Swist), and as our place is a very conspicuous spot, the | tion as an order for your new and unparalled production, 
razed to the ground. E. C. WALKER. nuo" looks pretty and Crentes much inquiry. This givs & ; The Gods and Religions ot Word and M dero ee 
B fellow the opportunity of making pointed little speeches | 4 must hav the work Complete, Vols. 1. an : elieve i 
P. 8—I would d DM iiu. Towa that the) shout people: being ignorant of today’s history ur conse-|to be the grandest work of the kiad ever written, and cer- 
earnest, brother, W. S. Bell, is D cite y to make engage | uence of readiog nothing except the daily press, etc., eto. |tainly must reflect great credit upon ‘its famous editor. 
ments for lectures in this state. rite to him at once, = it My wife, myself, and a few more friends and udmirers of Every Liberal ought to hav it; his library is incomplete 
is necessary that bic should be consummate 1e. | yours here, unite in sending you greeting and congratulate | without it. As soon as both volumes are finished please 
Target net tie leva hearts ME S lecture as possible. you on vour liberation from the grip of the Paarisees. send n to e, in leather, by express, O. O. D., or notify 
i : ; : Yours enthusiasticall WERNER BokCkLIN, |me, and I will order them by mail, which would be cheaper 
Address Bro. Bell at 707 West Superior street, Chicago, h and the difference in transmission I will contribute to the 
l, . E . dissemination of truth. 
Yours for the glorious advancement, 
: L., Dg Wirt GriswoLp. 


AUBURN, N. Y., May 8, 1880, 


a Dorin, ILL., April 29, 1880. 
P EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find 
D. M, BENNETT Poor ae rie i eod ap $5 to pay for your pd Dook when published, I do not 
opening ot the prion door. Də not bold your Bead down, | snow wiqi the priog wil he if ehis f ot enough X win 
nee your face for neither king, president, nor yourself, This must be a happy day for you. I would 
We hav a pile of powder in store and it only requires Mud pen a laid cad viis ? Tee Able 
S match to blow Ms persecuting Christians perity and success muy attend you in your declining years. 
We do not believe in taking the sword only in self- Yours for man, E. R. Evans, 
defense, If we are compelled therefore to unsheath our 
sword, we mean business. "Tien woe to the man that has 
raised his weapon to strike down liberty, the freedom of 
thought and speech. I verily believe the day is not far dis- 
tant when Comstock aud some of his crew will regret 


GLENDALE, Mon. TER., April 25, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: Tne suggestion of Mr. Leland 
in regard to the reception is a good one, and ought to be 
acted upon by at least those who are deprived of the oppor- 
tunity of showing their appreciation of Mr. Bennett's 
services in & more demonstrative manner, by sending in a 
new subscriber. Such here ie mine. But, by all means, 
let us hav the reception also. Mr Macdonald, take the old 
chief by the hand for me, and giv it an extra shake, and 
say welcome, hearty welcome. Inclosed find $8, and send 
the paper for one year to a new subscriber, 


AMuzRST, Mass., April 80, 1880. 
FRIEND BENNETT: I congratulate you as a free man once 
more, as I suppose that you are indeed free since yesterday. 
Hope that. your health is good cousidering where you hav 


been. Hope that you will liv long to go on with the work Yours trul Wa. KINSELLA. 
ee cad I usi M PE brewing for the emancipation of bigoted mindstike your persecutors. y 
. the min who haa no sword seli his garment and buy one. I beat you out of jail by two months, but then I was incar- OBITUARY, 


cerated nearly two months before you. There was only & 
couple of weeks’ difference in your favor, or rather, I 
should say, against you. You had the longer imprisonment 
and the harder place to serve it out in. Am so glad that 
you lived through it. They will not be idiotic enough to 


Oar liberty is as dear to us as to others, and we will hav 
it or die.  . i . 
Mr. Bennett, I hav great fears that there will be another 
attempt made upon your person. gee is & religions sect 
that are thirsting after your blood, and they will use no ‘ A 
scruples to effect their evil designs. Be watchful therefore procena t. Ad again an they hay- telt the power oi 
and do not expose yourself unnecessarily; we hav a work raléase:! g Fraternally = TOEN Bhowx rie i 
for you that no Other can do, With much respect I am d B. 
very truly yours, — . . PETER BOULE. 


SPENCER, Iowa, May 4, 1880. 

Frienp D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I believe I hav not 
yet sent pay for the current year of THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
: and herewith inclose post-office order of five dollars for it 
and a copy of ‘‘ Amberley's Analysis of Religious Belief ” 
as proposed, which please send by wail if Anthony will 
allow it, and I will do all the good I can with it, as we hav 
some badly ‘‘hide-bound ” people here. 

1 heartily congratulate you upon your late release from 
dungeon walls, and sincerely hope that through your suffer- 
ings the Citizens of this country may be made better, and 
may guard our most sacred rights with better care in future. 

i Yours truly, J. MERBITT. 


WALLA WALLA, Wasa. TER., Apri! 22, 1880, 

D. M, Bennerr, Dear Sir: We hav just received the 
painful information of the death of John Cleminson (my - 
wife's grandfather). lle passed away in the full belief of 
Spiritualism. He had held to that faith for twenty-five 
years, and it did not forsake him in his last hours, He had 
been ill but & short time, but refused to take medicine. He 
said he wanted to go and see his wife who had gone on 
some six years before, aud, with whom he had lived in per- 
petual harmony for fifty years. The old gentleman lived a 
very temperatelfe, He lacked one monih of his eighty- 
first birthday. You, as well as we, hav lost a true and 
faithful friend. To him I owe my introduction to Tar 
TRUTH BER&ER. I think he began with its birth and 
remained & constant subscriber until his death. 
Your well wisher, WILLIS MoDANNALD. 


Lo: aooTEE, IND.. April 30, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: For this $1 send me R. G. 
Ingersoll’s ‘‘ Lecture on Gods,” etc., paper covers, and 
apply the residue on my subsciiption to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 

1 suppose you hav been liberated from prison where you 
hav been expiating the terrible crime of giving fetterless 
expressions of honest thought through your Infidel paper. 
Tne sky pilots hav enslaved the human mind in the debas- 
ing Coils of theology for ages. We look back through the 
foggy mists of centuries and we find every generation 
sacrificiog the noblest of. humanity on the altar of supersti- 
tion. B.ave men expire in fismes kiadled by intolerance. 
Many swords, guillotines, and other Christian instruments 
hav been stained with the blood of brave thinkers. The 
history is familiar to every thinker. While you hav fiiled 
a Christian dungeon you are fortunate that such men hav 
preceded you who, by their efforts and with their lives, hav 
rendered the bigot’s stake unpopular. Continue to do as 
much good as you Can, they cannot burn you, though they 
may imprison you. ABEL PAGET. 


9M o—____- 


The following dispatch and two letters were sent to Mr. 
Wright at Chickering Hall on the evening of the Recep- 
tion, but for some reason were not delivered : 


Exain, ILL., May 2, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, CHICKERING HALL, CARE Hon. ELIZUR 
WaieHT: We congratulate you upon your release. ` 
i Ever yours in sympathy, 
ELGIN LIBERAL ÅSBOCIATION. 


LINES TO OUR CHAMPION D. M. BENNETT. 


There is much in this world very hard to endure, 
Recetas chose er MP eee ig Ww I il 29, 1980. 

ut eur OODHULL. ILL., A ril 29, 1880. 

Who stand up for the cause they believe to be rizht. Bro. D. M. BzxNerr, Respected Sir: A few months more 
will close my eigutieth year of plgrlmage. As for my 
bodily ability, itis such it would be imprudent for me to 
make the attempt to greet you in person; and as for funds, 
Lam at present short. Under my circumstances, I ask the 
privilege of greeting you with pen and piper. In fact, it 
is the only means at my command. Therefore you will 
accept my best wishes for your prosperity through the 
balance of your journey as a pilgrim on earth, and 1| shall 
be happily disappointed if you are permitted to enjoy your 
freedom, Priestcraft, ignorance, and religious intolerance 
are & power in the land, and it has fallen to your lot to bea 
target for the arrows of religious tyrants, but don’t get bit 
in the back. 1 bid you welcome to the light of day and to 
the society of your friends and your home, 


- Respectfully yours, Isaac PADEN. 


Thousands hav suffered in dungeons and chains, 
Well proving bow cruel injustice can blight. 

Buc what children of.men singe the ages began 
Hav suffered like those who stand up for the right? 


Coton, Micu., April 29, 1880. 
D. M. Bennett, Friend of Human Freedom: Our spirits 
hav gone out and along the invisible wires and we seem to 
see you emerging from your prison home into the arms of 
your wife and friends; and as I look out into the beautiful 
sunshine we can’t help but think that even the elements 
are weeping with us tears of joy for your restoration. May 
you liv to see the nations rise up and call you blessed. We 

extend to you our hands and hearts. Truly yours, 
DB. AND Mrs. A, J. KINNE. 


All times hav their heroes we fain would admire, 
Whose eoucage and daring 80 prouily delight, 

But we chalieuge the name of a hero so grand à 
As of him who stands up for the cause that is right. 


We are told that wa liv in an age far advanced, 
And civilized up to a standard polite, 
Bur giv us tne warrior though ever so rough 
Whose sword ia unsheathed for the cause thatis right. : 


Though scorned and brow-beaten and slandered and curst, 
Unswerving, undaunted 'mid scenes which affright, , 

In the hearv’s sacred chancel enshrine we the name 
Ot those who are bravely defending the right. 


Virneinzya E. VANCE. 


Norta Manson, O., May 1, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Friend: Y will write a few lines to 
you, as I suppose you are now at home with your wife and 
friends. I wrote one letter to you while you were in prison; 
don’t know as you got it; should hav written more but I 
knew you would hav as many as you could read and better 
than I could write. No day has come and gone but I hav 
thought of you. I hav felt so mad I should like to hav 
heard Comstock was dead and gone to hell and staid as long 
as you werein prison. I hope you will giv all the damna- 
tion you can pile on to them. Had I the power they should 
drink one vial apiece of the double. distilled wrath of God, 
and boiled down at that. 

Don't be discouraged ; giv the churches and the Young 
Men's Christian Associaliun a worse shaking than it has 
ever had before. Crosby, Bundy, and Abbot, recollect 
them. I should like to see you and take you by the hand, 
but can't in this world. Well, I don’t expect to see any- 
thing in any other. I read all the books I hav had of you, 
and I say if God won't move a finger to prevent the suffer. 
ing of the innocent we might as well be without one. I 
want many more books but can’t pay for them. So good 
bye, God bless you, is my wish. Oae of your best friends. 
NORTON. 


SHAKERS, N. Y., May 2, 188. 

LIBERAL FRIENDS: The man whom you so worthily 
honor is the trusted friend of all the prominent and honor- 
able of Snaker societies, As we consider our honor and 
purity of life, when governed by Shaker principles, to be 
unequaled by any and impeachable, you will know how 
highiy we appreciate Bennett as a defender of what he 
believes to be pire and right, as he sees the pure and right, 
aud thet we reslize that we hav not misiaterpreted nor mis- 
taken our man when relying upon the honor and principles 
of your honore! guest. While we only hope if there is an 
Anthony Comstock’s hell hereafter, that he may merit only 
his full share, no more, and the Lord knows that will ba 
many times more than Albany Penitentiary inflictions, 
according to the decrees of his faith, we pray you, pils 
the honor and applause upon D. M. Bennett, who has, to my 
Knowledge, been an heroic martyr for the liderality of pure 
thought and speech, unequaled by any martyr in centuries 
preceding the nineteenth. Iam, gentlemen, Yours, 

: G. A. Lomas, 


: NASHVILLE, TENN., April 25, 1880. 

D. M, BENNETT, Dear Sir: Regretting the circumstances 
preventing us from meeting with you and friends, as the 
term of your unjust imprisonment ends, we send you thou- 
sands of cheers und congratulations, Rejcicing as you will 
in the hardly-earned and regained freedom, your numerous 
friends in bonds with you exult with equal joy and glad- 
ness. As the few dejected Baptist friends of Bunyan, im- 
prisoned in a darker religious age, and under a more intol. 
erant government, Warmly greeted the brave old man as he 
came from the clutches of heartless tyrants, much more 
may we greet you on your return to freedom, Tne apostie 
enjoins to “weep with them that weep and rejoice with 
them that rejoice.” Were this authority binding upon us 
at this hour, we were forced into suckcloth and ashes, with 
Comstock & Co., over your release. But we appeal to the 
little stock of Christian charity which may still smoulder in 
their hearts, to patiently let our rejoicing cool ere we get 
nto humiliation, fasting, and prayer, over the esc 
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A Sentiment. 


"Tis a sintimint, is it. ye’s wantin’ 
To take wid ye's away tothe West? 

B^ mesowl, thin, av all in me knowledge, 
The few follyin’ words are the best. 


-To beslow in yer judgment av others, 
To stand fast to the fl .g ye'vo unfurl'd, 
To yourgelf ba the truest whin lovin, 
An’ the divil a bit mind the wurld. 


An’ thid ifthere’s time for more goodness, 
Be tbe gorra’s, be hock or be crook! - 

Liv as near as yez can to the rule that’s 
Called " Gowlden ” forninstthe big book, 


An’ be that same token TN 
Some are sayin’ 'twas Christ; but Confucius 
Was the man who invinted that same i 
But so lon» as it’s good, an’ well followed, 
Divil a ma'tor it makes what's the name. 
3 . BABAH F. Norton. 


—— ——— 


That Fountain. 


We want no fountain filled with blood, 
'^. Drawn from Immanuel's veins, 
We wait pure, upright, honest men, 
Men free from guilty stains. 


` We want no dying thieves to see 
A fountain filled with gore, 
We want men that do right because 
It's right, and nothing more. 


`. We want no " precious lamb of God” , . 
For us to e'er be slain. 
We want no heaven if we must wade 
To itthrougü bloody staine. 


E'er since the gospel was first preached 
Of the atoning blood. 

`. It’s always been a curse te man, 

"T will ne'er do any good. 


` Then lay that ensign of the past 
Forever in the grave, 
And letsome other banner float, 
That has some power to save. 


Twill be the emblem of true love. 
Forever may it he 

A beacon light to guide mankind 
Through all eternity. 


EPITOME 
OF THE 


Positive Philosophy 
l AND 


' 


RELICION 5 HUMANITY. 


THIRD EDITION, with OHART and INTRO. 


DUCTION. By T. B. WAKEMAN, Ese, 
Just out, Price, 25 cents. i 


e E E rie pv v meto 
KNOW THYSELF! 
" E e 

T THE untold miseries that re- 

SN sult from. indiseretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
&nd eured, Those who doub: 
this assertion should purchase 


TOAL INSTITU 
4 sntitled The Science of Life; 
fa My, j/ or, Self Preservation. Ex. 
hausted viull: v, nervous and physica! debility, 
or vitality impaired by theerrors of youth or too 
elose application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. : 

Two hundredth eiition, revised and enlarged. 
just published. It isa standard medical work, 
the best inthe English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom wae 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 
ful and v.ry expensive engravings, Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either One Of which is worth 
ten times the price ofthe book, Bound in Frencb 
cloth : orice oniy $1, sent by mail post-paid. 


The London Lancet says: "No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
Ag ae iin sample sent to all on receipt of 
€ e. 
pete author rof sion to JOS. B, 
, Presidents 
President; W. PAIN. O, BS. GAUNTT 
b UU M.D.; R. 

: f i; NR LYNCH, M.D. ; and 
M. R. OCO NELL, M.D.. faculty of the Phila- 
also the fuculty of the American Universi'y o 
Philadelphia; also Hon. P. A. BISSELL, M.D., 

Address Dr. W. H, PAR- 

KER, No.4 Bulfinch street, HE AL 
may be c»nsulted on all dis-. ` 
i kill and ex- 
perlenga age THYSELF 
CONCERNING 

Christ and Christianity. 
that the Christ of the Bible. was never born, 
never crucified, never died. . . It contains 
of antiquity than any volume I ever read 
ÁNTIOHBIST proves from history that James 
before the Christian era, and so did Jesus 
Ohrist—indeed, many Christs and many by the 
of Liberal works I hav placed this last valuable 
acquisition first and foremost of all.” 

The book contains 446 pages. with a very full 
Index and table of cantents, Prica, $200, 

Davs in Athens. 
Being the Translation of a Greek Mas, dis 
BY FRANCES WRIGHT. 

O:ntalning a copy of the head of Epicurus, 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, New York. N. Y. 


noble benefa&-tor." 
Th th f 
eauthor refers RAHAN vize: 
H. KLI~E, M.D.; 
deiphia Uuiversity of Medicine and Burgery; 
President of the Na‘ional Medical Association. 
Boston, Mass, The author 
Revelations of Antichrist 
“This volume gives us mountains of evidence 
mure deep researches into the far back pages 
Kepha /Cephas, alias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
name of Jesus, . , In my precious collection 
ELMINA D, SLENEER. 
Epi : F 
picurus : Or, a Few 
covered in Herculaneum. 
Price 75 cents, For sale by 
9 


The Tenth Seeker, Man 99, 1880. 


TY * € 
SUPERS 


YITION; 


The Religion of * Believe or be Damned." 


OPEN LETTER 
TO THE 


St Johns School Board 


M. BABCOCK. 


This book eontains an in 
snired PHOTOGRAPH of the 
GOD that’s bei" g worshiped at 
the expense of the district in: 
our publie schools; the God 
that" overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that’s wanted in the 
Constitution; the gentleman 
that owns some three billion 
dollars’ -worth of untaxed 
church property; the -BOSUEIDE 
me” God that m&kes alie the 
truth in court; the God that 
governors besought to stop the 
yellow fever, which he didn't 
do, The picture is worth the 
pries of the book. i 

Price, 25 cents, For sale by 


THEOLOGY AT WORK. 
D. M. BENNETT, 14 Eighth street, New York. 


ANDREW STONE, M.D., 


Physician.for the Last Twenty-three 
Years to the Troy Lung and Hy- 
glenic Institute, Founder of the 
New Magnetic College, and . : 
Author of ''The New — 

Gospel of Health," 


TREATS with remarkable success Pulmonary 
Oonsumption, Asthma, Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 
Diphtheria, Catarrh, and all diseases of the air 
passages, by inhalation of his system of cold or 
cool Medicated Vapors, thereby entering the 
blood directly, saving the stomach from being 
perverted by nauseous drugs, as heretofore has 

een the practice of antiquated. systems, . 


By this WONDERFULLY PERFECTED sys- 
tem, patients are successfully treated at. their 
own homes, matters not how far away, with- 
out the necessity of seeing them, (in the major- 
ity of cases) forwarding their treatment by ex- 
press, with very ample directions for use, and 
with continued correspondence kept up—base 
in the first place, upon a searching DIAGNOSIS: 
of each case, either by chemical analysis of the 
morning’s urine (urinary Sanguinis), showing 
she condition of the blood, or psychometric ex- 
amination by photograph and lock of hair, or 
both, as may be deemed essential, where per- 
3onal presence is not had, 


FEES.—For the first month, $15, including 
diagnosis; or $85 for & course 0 


Magnetic Blood. 
eh, f 


ot 
magnetic or psychic, deemed necessary to each 
oatient. Thousands of patients are thus an- 


pensation, guides and healers invisible are con- 
stantly deputed in each ease, bringing about 
wonderful visible effects. ; 


Lessons. of instruction and discipline in 
Orinology, in Vital and Animal Magnetism, 
given by correspondence to students, or to pro- 
gressive physicians that eannot conveniently 
personally attend, and a Diploma conferred. 

The art of healing taught in this College com- 
bines the sclence of Auimal and Vita] Magnet- 
ism, Medicated Electricity, Equalizing and Ad- 
justing the Positive and Negative Forces, Dif- 
fusing into the Blood and Brain. and Nervous 
System Vital Force by Impartation and Induc- 
‘ion of Psychic Force, according to the law of 
natural sympathy of healing as practiced by 
Jesus, the Prince.of Healers, 


The vitalizing FU rid ower of healing by 
Sun and Medicated Baths, imparting the need- 
ad deficient primates, and causing elimination 
af effete matter by cutaneous secretion, The 
doctrine taught at this College is emphatically 


to construct, to,build up, to nourish and develop |: 


the physical constitution to its highest stand- 
ard of perfect health and strength. 

Analysis and full. report of case made for $5. 
independent of any treatment. Packages 
‘ransmitted free of all expense to the Institu- 
don, and stamps for return answers must be 
{nclosed in all cases, or no reply will be made, 


Address, ANDREW BToNE, M. D., Con- 
gulting and Attending Physician, Bowery 
Place, Ida Hill, Troy, N. Y. 17 


CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leadin: 
to them are Belga treated PL that plainest oí 
booka, PLAIN HOME TAL EMBRACING 
MEDICAL M. NSH — neariy 1.000 
pages, 200 jllustrations by DR. E, B. FOOTE, 
of 120 Lexington Ave, N:w York, to whom all 
letters from the sick. should be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19,1878, Mr. Bennett's 
TRUTH SEEKER thus sveaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: “ We know him (Dr, 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with ali the assurance that knowledge imparts, 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives and 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
tng and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medical works possess the highest value, 
and nav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons wh 
he cheers P BIAIN HOME TALK 
urchasers_ o ALK are a 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE, Price of the new Popular Edi 
tion. by mail, postage prepaid, only $1.50. Oon- 
tentes table free AGENTS W ED. 
MURBAX HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
129 Kast 28th Street New York. 


ich he. 


JUST OUT! 
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“BOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
Clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
muslin, containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 


$1.25 


This book contains the principal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the P-ntateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 
phiets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
ere two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic, inimitable in its style. and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, aud pathos, 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size, price $2.50. 3 

Bmall Busta, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment, Very admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hay àt-lea*t ene. —- «—--- -- 


Photographs of Mr, Ingersoll, 


By Barony, the celebrated artist of New 


: York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or large size . . 5 40 cente 

Photo or card size ge vd 20 " 

Life-size Lithograph, 21527 , .-60 ^" 
ostage paid, 


D. M, BENNETT. 
141 ExaE TB 8ST.. NEW YORK. 


ED to BAO worn sk treo. Address BTIN- 
30N & On Portland Maina iyi 
$66 aweek in your own town. Terms and 


$5 outfit free. Address H. HALLETT & 
CO , Portland, Maine. ly2i 


$12 A WEEK. $12 a day at home easily made 


Outfit free.. Address TRUE & Oo., Augusta, 
aina 1v?1 


W. S. Bell’s Lectures. 


1. Thomas Paine. 
2. Jesus Christ, 


1. Mell, and Persecution. 

2. What Mas Freethought to Of- 
fer in Place of Christianity ? 

3. Revivals of Religions, 


PRESS NOTICES. 


Be is a good speaker, a perfect gentleman, 
4 geholar, and well acquainted with the subjects 


on which he gpeaks.— ONE oF HIS AUDIENCE, 


in "" Ipswich Chronicle.” 


Mr. Bell ig a profound thinker and an elo- 
quent speaker. His points are clear and dis- 
tinct, and he does not fail to convince—"' Hull’s 
Orucible,” 


Mr. Bell is a gentleman of fine schoiarly at- 
tainments and a very pleasing speaker.— ‘Ban- 
ner of Light.” i 

Mr. Bellis a pleasing speaker, polite to oppo- 
penta, but, of course, radical in his views.— 

Marietta Register.” f 

Bro. Bell is a first-class speaker, and handles 
his subjects in a masterly manner, —MBs, FRANE 
KozRNE, in “ Boston Investigator." 

He is'a gentleman of recognized superior 
ability not only as & public speaker, but in the 
use of his pen,—" New Bedford Signal.” 


For terms, etc., address 
w. S. BELL, | 
No. 78 Fourth St., New BEDrFoRD, Mass. 


JUST ISSUED. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice, It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills: to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 


and a three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing, 


MURBAY HILL PUBLISHING CO. 
129 East 28th Street, N, Y. 


CMT WEN Ma e as RR ae AN ELLEN UTR CS BERN T RON AEE 


| JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book ! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, ,ü 


eal Gun. 


By KznsEy Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T, Perry's *' Bix- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred ` 
and tweuty-four errors are pointed 
~ out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition.. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranka, His 
work isa review of: Kersey Graves’ ** Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 


fidel world against Christianity and the Bible, 
And Mr. Graves claims to hay met and anewered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr, 
is his" Ecclesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself, 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them - 
selvun, put condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This teature of the work is really 
laughable. It sbows not only the utter failure 
of Mr, Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn " state's evi- 
dence" against him and testify for Mr, Graves, 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of tbe ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous anec- 


do'es illustrative of Mr, Perry’s absurdities. - 


One reader pronounces it, “A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a zreuse spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work comprises abo ut 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT, 


cos iis dE A Rei 
LOVE AND TRANSITION ; 
AN EPIC AND. ARGUMENT. 


190 Pages well bound, . . . $100 


WOMAN’S WAY OUT: 
Thirty-five Essays on Dress . . 10cents. 


PROGRESS vs, FASHION: 


Full Essay on Dress, 10 cts.. post paid, from 
this offülce;- - - 


Six Lectures on Astronomy, 
By Pror. RIOHARD A. PROOTOR, 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city, in the winter of 1875-6,and were re» 
rted honographicall expressly for THE 
RUTH SEEKER by Miss M. 8. Gontcharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever doa 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents. ; 


The titles of the Lectures are: 


I, Growth of Worlds 
II. Life and Death of Worlds, 
III. Other Worlds than Ours, 
IV. Other Suns than Ours. ` 
Y. The Great Mysteries of the Universe, 
VI. Religion and Astronomy, 


D. M, BENNETT, 141 Rlehth at., N. Y. 
LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION, 


Paper Covers. à 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures." 
OoNTENT8.—'"The Gods,” "Humboldt," "Thos, 


Paine,” “Individuality,” “Heretics an Ər- 
esies,” Price, 50 cents. d Hor 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures.” 


-ContTEnTs.—"* The Ghosts,” “ Liberty of Man, 

Woman, and Child,” " Declaration yen 

ence,” ‘ Farming In l!iinois,? "Speech at Oin- 
a 


cinnati,” " Th st Ri 
ginnati "The Pst, Bises Before Me Like a 


Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 
Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Sarony, the 


celebrated artist of New York, at the following 


prices: s 
Imperial, or large Sige... ....... 40 cents, 
Photo, or card 826... .......... 20 cents, 
Life-size lithograph, 21x21...... 50 cents. 
Postage paid, , 
Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in-cloth, $1.25, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., New York, 
THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith, 


An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY .and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Jüstout. By 


COURTLANDT PALMER. 
Price, 25 cents, 


The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


refuted that work, but to hav answered and. 
_| overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 


Graves: 


Cu 


. volumes. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


The Tenth Seeker, May 92, 1880. , 
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The Bods and Religions 


“Ancient and. Modem. Times, 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes, 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 


. Volume I., which treats principally on all 
the Gods of the world, is out, Volume IL, 
which givsa full description of the Religions 
of Ancient and Modern Times, will be out 
in a few weeks, An interesting and in- 
structive work, Inu cloth, $8 per vol If 
ordered before July ist, the two volumes 
for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per vol., 
or $7 for the two volumes, I: Morocco and 
Gilt Edges, $4 50 per vol., or $8 for the two 
Sent free of portage. 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively. with- 
out Comment. 

Revised and Enlarged Edition. 

72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N. Y. 
. 4a The Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes and sells an imperfect, disord-red, and 
mangted «dition, with all the typographical 


errors of the edition of 1960, from which it was 
pirated by the late B. S. Jones, i 


; —0R— 
HOW TO PROMOTE AND PRESERVE 
HEALTH OF BiBIEA FROM THE TIM 
.OF BI8 l'H TO THE AGEOF TWO 
Y VARS OR MORE, IN ALL ` 


SEASONS AND CLIMATES. 


WILLIAM H. PRICE, M. D., 
Ex. A. A Surgeon U. 8. Army. ;. Author of 
“ Children’s Guide to Health," ete, 
PRIOE, TWENTY-FIVE OENTS. 


THE 
E 


" An Ounce of Prevention ' is better than a Pound of 
Cure." 


For sale by ND 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth st., N. Y. 


Issues of the Age. 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C, PEDDER. . 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 
price, $1.00, 


Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was.atone time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus, : : 

An admirably written, scholarly volume,—N. 
Y. Graphic, 1 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 


dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, |: 


and theological speculations, and. evinces a 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced,—Jewish Times, 


The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought, He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
plrations.— N, Y. Tribune. . 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


l Author of" The Essence of Christianity,” eto, 


Translated from the German. 
Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 
Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immeral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our age !l—Hztract. 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This 1s the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH BSEKER, It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 


0 conté. .M.BENNETT, 
Price loconts. | wivith Strast N. Y. Olty. 


WHAT IS MONEY? 


A DEBATE 
. BETWEEN : 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 3 cents. For sale at 
Bis office, f 


d century produced. 


MRS. H. S. LAKE 
pue OF CALIFORNIA | 
Liberal and Freethought Lecturer 


Will receive calls to lecture before Liberal ér 
Soiritualistic societies om moderate terms. 
The following are titles of some of her lectures: 


Infidel Integrity versus Christian Creed, 
Separation of Church and State, 
The Spiritual Philosophy, what itis and what 


8 not. 

The Sunday Question. : 
omas Paine, Patriot and Hero. 

Crime and its Causes; or, What shall we do 
to be saved ? Ree 

After Liberalism, What? . 

Life beyond the Grave. 

Jesus Christ, the Rsformer. 

The Three Tyrannies, 

The Old Error aud the New Truth. 

Tho Sclentific Aspect of Prayer, ote.. ete. 


VOLUNTABY OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


A lecture replete with eloquence.—San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle, E 

Soe is a powerful advocate of the cause she 
has espoused.—San Jose Mercury. - 

Mre. Lake is the best lady lecturer that hes 
ever appeared before a Poriland audience.— 
Portland Oregonian, i 

As a speaker sue is vastly superior to any 
woman we hav ever heard; for beauty of dig- 
tion, depth of thought, and grace in delivery 
she is remarkabla.—Salem (Or.) Record. 

She has the power of entrancing her audi- 
ence, and, by her eloquence, commanding the 
respect of those mest opposed to her.— Corvallis 

£s. . : 

Mrr, Lake is one of the finest orators we hav 
ever listened to. Can hardly be excelled by any 
&Deaker on this coast, either man or woman.— 
Yreka Journal . à 

Her eloquenee and. masterly style giv evi- 
dence of a highly cultivated mind as well asa 
complete comprehension of her subject.— Eure- 
ka (.Nev.) Sintinel. : d 

Whatever cause she espouses has in her an 
advocate of more power and brilliansy than is 
usually found on the rostrum, and her infiu- 
ence will be felt wherever she goes.—Council 
Bluffs Nonpareil. e i3 
Pieasant.appearanae, graceful carriage, a 
good elocutionist, elcquent, using well-chosen 
anguaze to express herideas.—Ulinton Herald, 

Mrs. Lake is & brilliant speaker, finely cul- 
tured, a trained elocutionist, and a powerful 
advocate of truth, reason,.and constitutional 
liberty,—Le Claire Pilot. 


` She may be addressed, Clinton, Iowa. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
Hy JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholie Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Btrepigny and But in Ohampagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and left as:his 

Last Will and Testament to. his parishi n- 
ers, and to the world, to bé published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled '" Com- 
mon Sense.” 

This is a pewortal work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal publie, No 
more..scathing arraignment:of the- Christian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: . - rers 

The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which -the last 
homas Paine’s "Age 
of Reason "is mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire’s “Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
tourth-proof brandy. You hav done a virtuous 
and humane aot in translating blo Book 80 well, 


Price, cloth, $1.50 $1.00 PARTON 
ríoo, cio 1.60; Daper, 31.00. 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Kurhrb Br, N. Y. 


FAMILY OREEDS, 
. BY 
WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
Author of “EXETER 
HALL,” “HEATHENS OF THE 


HEATH,” etc. 

To any who hay read either of this 
favorite Liberal writer’s other ro- 
manoes, it only need be said that this 
468 pp. 


^ni 


is not inferior to them. 
In cloth, $1.25. 
For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y... 


ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, 


Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural Address 
` and the famous articles of 
Prof. Tyndall ana Sir Henry Thompson 
ON PRAYER. 

With Portrait and Biographical Sketch of 
Prof, Tyndall, And opinions of his ser- 
vices by the eminent scientist, Prof. 

H. HELMHOLTZ, 

Paper, 12mo, 105pp., 25 cts.; cloth, heavy 
tinted paper, 50 cts. Inaugural and. por- 

trait only, 12mo, paper, 69pp., 10 cta. 


Prof. Tyndall has inaugurated a new era in 
scientific development, and has drawn the 


sword in a battle whose clash of arms will 


presently reround through the civilized world. 
—N. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 

Prof. Tyndall Crosses the Rubicon.—It is the 
orening address of the president of the most 
aportant convention of scientific men in th 
worid. Every line of it breathes thought, 
power, eloquence, It is in many respects one 
of the most extraordinary, utterance. of our 
time.—M, X. Tribune, 


SOCIALISM. 
É A BEPLY TO : 
" ROSWELL D. HITCHCOOK, D. D. 
BY AN INDEPENDENT SOCIAUIST. 
12mo, 67pp., 25 cts.; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
ceives a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall, It is against his 
passiveness that Socialist” cries out. Is there 
no help forthe miserable? he asks. The doo- 
trine that government should merely “ protest,” 
he attacks, and insists that it should " assist," 
also, While he does not believe that “ property 
is robbery,” or wholly subseribe to *'the world 
owes me & living," he affirms “the world owes 
mea chance lo make a living,"—N, Y. Herald, 


A BUSINESS MAN’S RELIGIOU 


AND SOCIAL VIEWS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 206pp. Price $1. 


The author's conception of a possible future 
life on this earth is really eloquent and beauti- 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see 
what a philanthropic business man has to say 
upon the social. problem, from: a poor man’s 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the book, The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals “ Society” in all its ramificas 
tions of corruption and inhumanity; his sar- 
nest and manly plea for the social regeneration 
of the lower classes—will, unless we are much 
mistaken, make the book the best-abused and 
best-liked: production of the day by these two 
classes respectively.—Oritical Review. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 
IRON-OLAD SERIES. 


No. ; 
. 1. Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh........ 
2. Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake, 5 


C Bradlaugh..........-ee eere rre 
16. Why do Men Starve? Oharies Brad- 


augh.... sae iv. 

17. Logic of Life, Deduced from the Princi- 

: nle of Freethought. G.J. Holyoake.. 

! 18, A Plea fur Atheism, Oharles Bradlaugh, 

19. Large or Small Families ? A, Holyoake, 6 

30, Superstition Dispiayed, with a Letter of 

m. Piit, Austin Hotyoakeo............ 

: 91. Defense of Secular Principles. O, Waits, 

22. Is the Bible Raltable? O, Watts. . 
23. The Obristian Del: y, C. 


l Watta...-... 
: 24, Moral Value of the Bible, O. Waits, E 
: 25; Freethought and Modern Progress, O, 
i DM 
- 96, Obristianity: Its Nature, and Iniubno 

i on Glvilization.-O. Watta ^ 
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44, Logio of Dea'h; or, Why should 
Atheist Fear to Die. 


ecuegcueaseecessessicaweecs se iD 


laugh, sereen 
MANNA SERIES, 


8, New Life of David. Oharles Bradlaugh, 
6, 200 Questions Wiihout Answers.........-. 
6. Diuiogue Between a Christian Missionary 
and a Ohinese Mandarin............... . 
1. Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bish- 
ops by a Weak but Zealous Onristian, 
8. Search After Heaven und Hell. A. Hol- 
yOBKO0,..-.. eee ee ee er . 
9. New Lifa of Jonah. Oharles Bradlaugh, 
10, A Few Words About the Devil, Oharles 
Bradlaugh...-..... eere nnt 
11. New Life of Jacob. Onaries B. adiuugh, 
12. Dantel the Dreamer. A, Holyouke...... 1 

: 18. Bpecimen of the Bible: Esther. A. Hol- 

VOKO, seee ee eee eerte . 

14.. Acts of the Apostles: A Farce, A. Hol- 
yoake,...-.-.- nm oeacetensecce 
15. Ludisrous Aspects of Ohbristianity, A 
BKG...eea enean oe 10 


r 
c 


11. W. 
laugh... eet rentem esses 
18. Wiat Did Jesus Teach? Oharles Brad- 
BURT .sesessecscunessesosesosassssessnosene 
19. New Lite of Abraham, Oharles Brad- 
BU&h..«-cecees eoe rete hene, 
20, New Lite of Moses, Oharies Bradiaugh. 


5 
5 
5 
5 
21. A Secular Prayer. A. Holyake. Per doz. 10 


The Best on this Theme Yet. 
* AN ESSAY ON THE BIBLE 


NARRATIVE OF CREATION." 


By Augustus K. Grote, A.M. 


The Boston Commonwealth says: It is a r&- 
tionalistic examination of the scripture ac- 
count, with a conclusion that the literal teach- 
ing of the theory is injurious to the mind, as it 
proves an impediment to intellectual advance- 


ment, 

The Boston Traveler says: He has given a 
clear, yet condensed, criticism from the liter- 
ary and scientific points of view. An eloquent 
and forcible protest against the tyranny of 
dogma, He endeavors to show that all efforts 
to reconcile science with a literal interpreta- 
tion of the account of Genesis must only end in 
confusion. 3 

The Popular Science Monthly says: The dis- 
erepancies between the two accounts are very 
fully indica'ed, and the different points of view 
from which they were written expleined, . . . 
Interesting chapte.s fo.low on the mytns of the 
old world, whieh resemble those of Genesis, 
. . The book is characterized by directness of 
argument, and the best materiai has been dili- 
gently used. . , The areb@vlogist and 
philologist will find’ many new points in the 
book, which is noteworthy for its additions to 
selene? as d as jor ita dlstinotiye literary. 
merits. Paper 40 cente, or sale 

D. M. BENNETT, 


ocamem———————Á—————————————— 


READ THIS LIST 
STANDARD WORKS. 


Peblisked by D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., New York. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers. By D. M. DENNETY, 
Kuitor of THE ROTH SEEKER. Octavo; 
second edition; enlarged and revised. Being 
the biographies and important doctrines of. 
the most distinguished teachers, philoso- 
phers, reformers, innovators, founders of 
new schools of thought and religion, disbe- 
lievers in current theology, and the deepest 
thinkers and most active humanitarians of 
the world, from Menu down through the 
succeeding three thousand. years to our own 
time. Price, cloth. $3; leather, $4; mo- 
roren, gilt edges. $4.50. ; 

The Champions of the Church: 
Their Crimes and Persecutions, By 
D. M. BENNETT. Biographicol sketches of 
eminent Christians, from the time of the 
reputed founder of Christianity to the 
present. A companion book to ''The 
World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers,” 
Containing a ‘correct history of the distin- 
guished ornaments and diabolical characters 
of the church. A full sccount is given of 
the bloody wars which Christianity bas in- 
humanly waged to spread its rule. It elso 
givesa history of Jesuitism for three centu- 
ries The whole is based upon Christian 
authorities, Price, cloth, $3; leather, $43 
morocoo, gilt edges, $4,50. f 

Analysis of Religious Belief. By 
VISCOUNT AMBERLEY, s0n of Lord John 
Russell, who was twice Premier of England. 
Complete, from the London edition. This 
remarkable work has attracted unusual stten- 
tion ia England. It is the work of a brilliant 
young lord of Christian parents, who was: 
brought up in the Christian faith, but who, 
upon investigation and reflection, became a 
decided unbeliever ; the result of which is | 
the elaborate work here named, the prepara- 
tion of which occupied him several years, 
Price, cloth, $35 leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

The Great Works of Thomas 
Paine, Complete. ‘New edition. The 
cheapest and best ever sold. Contains Life 
of Paine; his theological writings—the Age 
of Reason, Examination of Prophecies, 
Reply to Bishop Llandaff, Letter to Mr. 
Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter to Camille 
Jordan, Of the Heligion of Deism ; his po- 
litical Writinge—-Common Sense, The Crisis 
(Nos. I. to XVI, inclusive), and The Right: 
of Man, All in one octavo volume, with a 
fine steel portrait of Paine. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt, $4.59. . 

Supernatural Religion: An Un- 
quiry into the Reality of Divine 
Revelation. Decided:y the ablest work 
in this line ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
terest than this. It was issued anonymously, 
and the great inquiry was, ‘‘ Who is the 
author ? It is most dsmaging to the claims 
of Christianity, and its positions and state- 
megts have never been refuted by the clergy. 
It 18 very scholarly, and euters into the ex- 
amination of the original Greek in detail and 
with great exactness, Three 8vo volumes in 
one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 
which sella at $15 00. The London Times, 
in speaking of this great work, uses this lan- 
guage : ‘‘ No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 
and effect on the thinking part of the com- 
munity as this work. It has done more to 
open the eyes of the ignorant and eredulous, 
and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and 
superstition, than any other book.” Pub- 
lished complete in a volume of 1,000 pages, 
with afullindex, atthe following low prices: 
Cloth, $4; leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, 
85.50. ' 

Nature’s Revelations of Charac- 
ter; or, Physiognomy Lilustrated. 
Being the moral avd volitive dispositions of 
mankind as manifested in the human form 
and countenance, By Josera Simms, M.D. 
This work ia the fruit of twenty years’ dili- 
gent observation of nature, and presents a 
new and complete analysis and classification 
of the powers of the human mind and body, 
together with the physiognomical signs by 
which every faculty is disclosed. In one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 269 
cuts. Price, cloth, $83 leather, $4; mo- 
rocco, gilt cdges, $4.50. 

Paine’s Theological Works, In 
one volume, comprising Ape ot Reason, Ex- 
amination of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop 
Liandeff, Letter to Mr. Eskine, Essay on 
Dreams, Of the Religion of Deism, eto., 
with a Life and fine steel portrait of Paine. 
Cloth, $1.50. 

Paines Political Works, In one 
volume, comprising Common Sense, The 
Crisis (Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), The Rights 
of Man, and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait, Cloth. $2.50. 

Whe Age of Reason. By Tuomas 
PaisE. Large type. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
60 cents. : 

"The Age of Reason and the Ex- 
amination of Prophecies. By Taom- 
AB Pains. Large type, Paper, 50 cents; 
clotb, 75 certi. - : 

Common Sense. By THOMAS PAING, 
His first and most important political work, 
Paper, 45 cenis. : i 
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Gems of Thought. 


Rieut thinking involves free thinking. Ifto 
know the truth makes us free, freedom, again. 
is the conviction of knowing the truth. 


Baxx'8 alive! don't know it’s so, but the Lo’d 
seems to pay a mighty sight of 'tention to some 
folks and forgit all about the rest, "Pears like 
ebillun ought to be looked after, anyhow. They 
aint, though. half on ’em. Things is queer in 
this world. even if it is the Lo’d’s world,—Aunt 
Ruth's Valentine. 


Tuk Jesuitical confession implies the abdica- 
tion of ner:onal will—of individual responsi- 
bility. Man, in the handa of a confessor, must 
be—these are the very words of the book—"'like 
a corpse which can be moved about in all ways 
without resistance; like asha/t in the hands of 
an old man.” Not only obedience, but blind 
obedience, must be practiced. This is what I 
eall an immorality; tho faculty, which ought to 
enlighten man, blinding itself; the moral agent 
discharging itself of its terribie, but glorious. 
responsibility on to a stranger. Even suppos- 
ing this strange abdication, this monstrous 
substitution. took place in behalf of all virtues, 
it nev-rtheless constitutes a fundamental im- 
morality.—Loyson. ` 


Taz monks in their cells. the middle ages in 
their bondage to kings, priests, and ignorance, 
possessed no great consciousness of free 
agency, and hence that was the generation to 
ignore man and oenthrone a pitless fate under 
the name of God; but the age which, in & per- 
fectly free country, permits every man to carve 
out for himself a happiness and education and 
fame is the age to develop the consciousness of 
free agency, and hence the age to bind men to- 
gether—man and God as acting in concert. 
Political freedom develops the human con- 
sciousness of free will and responsibility.— 
David Swing. 


Wauat sort of infallibility is that which has 
tolerated the Inquisition, applauded the St. 
Bartholomew massacre, preached crusade 
against the heretics in France, massacred the 
Protestants of Holland. burned ten.thousand 
atthe stake in Spain? If it be said that Prot- 
estants also hav persecuted, We reply that they 
did it against their own principles, but that the 
Catholics persecuted in accordance with theirs; 
andthe church which claims exciusive infalli- 
bility and holiness has no right to excuse itself 
because it has done no more than those which 
it denounces as being in error and sin.—Dr, J 
F, Clarke. 

Isgovrpn be glad ifany pen words of mine 
might bring Catholics and Protestants into bet 
ter acquaintance and into gentler and kindlier 
relations than before; but I desire to see no 
conversions from the one to the other side. An 
exchange from one dogmatism to another is sel- 
dom happy. For the rest, that is the best relig- 
ion for one which fits one best. There is no 
universal religion, The notion that there is 
has filled the earth with horrors and wailing 
until now. All organized religions are alike— 
human growths from roots Of error. To esteem 
one divine atthe expenreof the rest is a pure 
partisan superstition.— Waters. 


A Goop God (who, however, would necessarily 
be a fluite being for usto hold the supposed 
relation to him), and a communication from 
him, I hav admitted to be desirable; but desire 
for a thing is no proof that the thing is Mir a 
able, or even that it has &ny other than an 
stract existence in the mind. Taking actual 
religion, I cannot believe I can—not without 
lying to my own heart and understanding—call 
Chris'‘lanity essentially different in its origin 
and nature from the other religions. I cannoi 
believe in their divinity, neither can I believe 
inits. To me all religions are alike—human 
evolutions. The unwisdom of rating one of 
them &bove the rest as divinely superior in its 
origin and essence is as clear as anything can 
possibly be.— Waters. 


Tae aspect of the universe is not what Dr. 
Dewey says it is. - It is not of " beneficence and 
intelligence,” but h«s a wide room for, and 
actually displays. a vast extent of the opposite 
qualities. Plague, pestilence, and famine; 
battle, murder, pain, cruelty, triumphant in- 
justice, affliction of the innocent, ignorance, 
folly, wrong of all sorts, abound in that little 
spot of the universe wlth which we are ac- 
quainted. Ifa principle of goodness be neces. 
sary to account for goodness, then & prineiple 
of badness must be necessary to account for 
badness in tha universe.— Waters. 

IMMORTALITY DENIED BY THE LAUREATE, 
Out of the Deep, my ehild, out of the Deepl 
Whereall that was to be in all that was 
Whirled for a million æ>ns through the vast. 
Waste dawn of mul'iuudinous eddying light. 


Out of the Deep, my child, out of the Deep! 

Through all this changing world of changeless 
law. 

And every phase of ever-hightening life. 

And nine long months of ante-natal gloom, 

With this last moon, this crescent—her dark orb 

Tou hed with earth’s light—thou comest, Dar- 
ling Boy; 

Our Own; a babe in lineament and limb 

Perfect, and prophet of the perfect man; 

Whose face and form are hers and mine in one 

Indissolubly married, like our love. 


Liv and be happy in thyself, and serve 

This mortal race, thy kin, so well that men 
May bless thee, as we bless thee, O young life, 
Breaking with laughter from the daik; and may 
The fated channei where tLy motion liva 

Be prosperously shaped and sway thy course 
Along the years of haste and random youth 
Unshattered, then full current through full 


man; 

And last, in kindly curves, with gentlest fall, 
By quiet flelds, a slowly-dying power, 

To that last Deep where we and thou art still, 
—Alfred Tennyson, 


Odds and Ends. -— 


——ÓY 


Maps of awl work--Shoes. 


A PAPER speaks of a man who “died without 
the aid of a physician,” Such instances are 
rare. : 

A SUDDEN kiss made a young lady in Indian- 
nacrazy. ™ Yes," adds an old bachelor, "crazy 
for more.” 


A YouNG lady up town repels the domestic 
slander that she is *‘ fluctuating.” "For Tam 
always at par—to buy me something.” 


À LITTLE girl being asked on the first day of 
school how she liked her new teacher, replied: 
* I don't like her; she is just as saucy to me as 
my mother." s i 


THE Waves of a woman's handkerchief hav 
wreezed many a man, and the waves of a wo- 
man's hand without the kerchief hav wrecked 
many & small boy. 


THAT was a clever remark of young Svilkins, 
who was embracing his sweetheart, when he 
said he liked that position better than the one 
he held on the railroad. 


'""Yov ean never wear those boots out,” said a 
shoemaker. "Then I don’t want them," re- 
plied the customer. ‘‘Do you suppose I want 
boots to wear in the house?” 


IT is said that women liv on love. Small-sal- 
&ried young men will be interested to know 
that the love referred to is for baked beans, 
beef soup, onions, and new spring hats, 


Onz reason, says the Detroit. Free Press, why 
Leadville has no schools is because all the 
schoolma’ams who go there find husbands bə- 
tween the depot and the hotels, and don't care a 
cent whether school keeps or not. ` 


A vERY old lady on her death-bed, in a peni- 
tential-mood, said, " I was a great sinner more 
than eighty years, and didn't know it.” An old 
woman who had lived with her a long time ex- 
claimed, “ Lor ! I knew it all the time,” 


As a lazy tramp eame down the street, 
With free and easy gait, 

This welcome sign his eyes did greet. 

"' Free chop to those who wait.” 

" Now here,” he said, * I'll get some food 

Without the slightest tax ;". - 

Bu: they led him to a pile of wood, 
And handed him an ax. 


James SMITH hugged and kissed a girl 
againet her will ina Galveston street, and she 
had him arrested. He was fined $15. which he 
paid. and went home congratulating himself 
that he had got out of the scrape easily, But he 
was mistaken. His wife met him at the door 
with & zelling pla: knocked him down, and 
pounded him until he was insensible. 


JUSTIOE SMITH'S LITTLE Joxe.—There were 
over a hundred prisoners arraigned in the 
Tombs Police Court last Sunday. The majority 
of them were individuals who had passed a 
hilarious Saturday night. One of the prisoners, 
George W. Oannon, stepped up to Justice Smith 
and said: ; 

* If you please, I want to go off.” 

The magistrate laughed and replied: 

“As it's dangerous to hold a cannon that 
wants to go off, I diseharge you. Don't go off, 
though, till you get outside; we want no ex: 
ploding cannons here.” 

Milton Willard, another prisoner, in an apol- 
ogetic yet confident tone, said to his Honor: 

“This is my first appearance, Judge.” 

" Yes," replied the magistrate, " but your ape 
pearance is that of having been drunk,” 

“Twas only through friendship if your 
Honor please." 

" Friendship," knowingly responded the 
court, “is a mild stimulant, and I dislike to 
punish any one who becomes intoxieated with 
it. You may go, but don't get drunk on the 
same drink again; that’s all,” 


NewzParens of a certain tone and people of a 
certain disposition are quoting with malignant 
glee the following verses, which recently ap- 
peared in Deacon Richard Smith's Cincinnati 
Gazette : 

Only two eats, yet they calmly reposed 
On the rug by tbe fire, and no one supposed 
Taat before sunset these kits would be 
The victims of a tragedy. 


Only a boy, yet he noticed those cats, 
All snugly fixed as bugs in mats; 
And on his rhiz a grin was seen, 
Like an imp's when planning something mean, 


Only & sister saw that grin, 

Butshe tumbled not to its meaning; 

For cf boys she knew not the chaotic emotions 
And of torturing eats she had very few notions. 


Oaly & moment she left the room. 

But that moment sealed the kittens’ doom: 
For when she returned no cata were there, 
Yet shethought of no evil befalling the pair. 


Only a string, yet in its knot 

The caudal ends of the kits were fraught; 
And now on the face of the boy that grin 
Extended around from ears to chin, 


Only a clothes line, yet it swung, 
And on it by their tails were hung 
Toe mild and gentle purring pair, 
Topsy-turvy in the air, 


Only confusion now occurred, 

Yet the howls of cats were plainly heard, 

Aud teeth and claws and blood and hair 

In wild confusion mingled there, 

Only two tails now might be seen 

On the line where he ca‘s and tails had been. 
And though cats to hav nine lives are rated, - 
They thrive not when disintegrated, 


Only fiddle strings and claws, 

Only teeth and eyes and paws, 

Only two waving tails above, 

Ate left to show what sport boys love. 


NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


‘The following valuable Liberal ` 


works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seeker:” 
Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER. 
12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 


This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 
charsoter of the origin of the religion of 
rist. 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Theology, tte, 


BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. 


uohold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind, . 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the: 


Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Ete. 
BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50, 


Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 


A concise account of the Christian religion. 
and all the prominent religions before and 
since Christianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


LOVE VENTURES. 


A rose tinted record of love in the tropics, 
with strange and startling adventures thereto 
belonging. Price, 50 cents. . 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


‘Second number, 8vo, 160 pp, . . $1.00. 


49.2 e : 
Positivist Primer: 
Being 8 series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 


BY C. G. DAVID. 
Priee; 75 cents. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A critical study.. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 


Florence. Extra cloth, 12m0, 827 pp, $2.00, 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of: Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp. . .. $1.75, 


CHRIST OF PAUL, 
BY GEORGE REBER, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00, 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation of the Ohristian church. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting. 


. BY A, R. COOPER. 
12m0. 48 pp; paper, 20 cts. ; flexible cloth, 35 cts. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH, 


BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


———À 


THE 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris- 
tianity 


This is a very valuable and concise work, and 
states in plain and unmistakable language the 
Fon One why Obristianity is a failure. Price, 50 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents, 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
‘and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 
Paper, 12mo, 63 pages; price, 25 cents, 


They are chiefly intended to | 


A MAS ( 
| VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


' A regularly educated and legally, qualified 
| physician, 6nd the most successful, as his 

actice wW rove. 
i Duras all forms of Private, Chronic, and 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Sexuai Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and 
other causes, producing some of the fol- 
lowing. effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
of Sight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Hoclety of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, tC. ete.. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the. 
Doetor’s latest and greatest medical discovery. 
and which he has so fer prescribed for this 
bane!ul complaint in all iis stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Irsane asylums, many had 
Falling Sickness— Fits; others upon the verge 

-onsumption ; while others again had be~ 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves, 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrbaa, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture ), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, All diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uleri, Leucorrhea, 
etC., treated with equal success, 

Dr. R. P. FELLOWS has within the last fifteen 
yeurs 1reated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery,- 
and in fact had been given un by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the «id of Dc. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
ski, There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high. position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows, His clear perception of disease 
&nd his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of th» complaint in- 
tended, and &' last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 


Sent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Sparmatorrhoea, and contain- 
ing Cures sworn to before a marist: ate, which 
4g positive and convincing testimony to the 
Dostor’s great skill. 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence . 
strictly confidential. Inclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 


[From the Western Reformer. 
" DR. R. P. FELLOWS 


is a highly educated and seientifüe physician. 
He has an Original system of practice. and ia 
perfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hay 
heard many flattering reports of his successful 
cures of diseases incident to humanity.” 


A Few Words About 
the Devil, 


And Other Biogrphic s! Sketches 
and Ess ys S 


BY CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 


Second edition, with Portrait and Autobiog- 
raphy. Extra cloth, gold back and 
side stamp, 12mo, 260 pp., 
price, $1 25. 


Displays much learning and research.—The 
Democrat. 


In fine, there is much that is n . 
n fne, thore s noble about him 


His position is defined and defended in a 
spleit of reverence for the truth.—Chicago Eve, 
ourna : 


laugh has "A Few Words” to say” About the 
D , Mr, Bradlaugh has a right to his " few 
words," and the devil will, we presume, at no 
distant day, hav a " few words” to eay to Mr. 
Bradlaugh, and will doubtless get the best of 
the argument.— Chicago Interior, 

We should insist, were we in any way con- 
nected with the government of theological 
sehools, on their perusal of this work by the 
youth fitting under our charge for the duties 
nnd the responsibilities of the pulpit. They 
will ilud Mr. Bradlaugh no common man, and 
ther will be introduced by him to persons and 
thoughts which cannot fail to be of "ae In their 
proforsional studies.--Vew Haven Palladium, 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL, 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East," '* Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; . 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 
404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mail Gazette, 


Power. eloquence, and originality character- 
ize " Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels.—Iliustrated Lon- 
dou News. 


An independent and, respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such ag 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition. 
with a sound moral expressed, though notob- 
truded, on the canvas.— Westminster Review, 


D, M, BENNETT. Publisher, 141 Eighth Bt., N.Y 
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Notes and Clippings. | 


THE sad news comes that the king of Oentral 
Africa, whom Stanley converted, has backslid- | 
den. ; 


A PASTOR SUSPENDED.—The Rev. H, A. Grant 
has been suspended at Washington, Pa., for 
drunkenness and immorality. 


Gen. J. W. PHELPS believes that tornadoes are 
electrical, and might be, in a measure, arrested 
by exploding small magazines of powder, or 
making a high flame, But would they hav time 
to try it? 


A xouNa Boston lawyer, who didn't believe in 
the immortality of the soul, was induced on 
ona occasion to mix cider with his whisky, and 
he has been a member of the church ever since. 
~ Andrews’ Bazar. 


Ir is calculated that 30.000 passengers will 
sail for Europe tbis season. Allowing an ex- 
penditure of only $500 to each person, which is 
very low, we hav & total of $15,000,000 that will 
be spent out of the country. 


Ww. Smoax, of Charleston. S. O., is ninety- 
seven years of age. and has 100 grandchildren, 
991 great-arandehildren, and 70 great-great- 
grandchildren. It's nearlv time for William to 
be" fired out."—Boston Globe. It is evident he 
doesn’t intend to be smoaked out. 


A OHURBOH has been erected in Kansas ata 
cost of ten dollars in actual cash payment and 
something added for labor. The labor was fur- 
nished by the brethren belonging to the church. 
and given free of charge. The materials of the 
church are chiefiy earth and sod. There will 
be no mortgage on this church. 


A Boy fell into a vat of potash at Danielson- 
ville, Mass.. two years ago, and the skin of 
both legs was destroyed. A resort was had to 

` skin graftieg, and over 2.000 bits of cuticle, from 
the boy’s mother, the family coachman, and 
several accommodating neighbors hay been 
‘used. The result is completely successful. 


“A HYPOORITE.” said a Sunday-sehool teacher, 
“ig & man who makes believe to be real good 
when he isn’t. Sometimes a man will giv a lot 
of money to a church just to make people think 
that he is better than anybody else.” " Well. 
my papa ain’t a hypocrite,” spoke up a little 
girl back in the corner of the seat. ''for he only 
givs a penny every Sunday.” 


ANoTHEB FALLEN OLERGYMAN.—The Phila- 
delphia Times givs the full details of the mis- 
fortune ofthe popular Baptist clergyman. the 
Rev. Geo. A Peltz, in connection with a female 
amanuensis. It is said to be a sad case, by 
which his family is thrown into intense grief. 
He was in consequence forced to suddenly res 
sign his pastorate at Jamestown, N. Y. Thus 
has it ever been. and probably ever will be. 


THE request of the distinguished committee 
of clergyman, headed by President Hitchcock. 
that their brethren of all denominations will 
unite with them next Sunday in prayers that 
the right man may be nominated at Cincinnati 
and thé right man at Chicago is & novelty in 
religion and in politics, but is likely to be taken 
up with enthusiasm.— Sun, Col. Ingersoll thinks 
if prayers of the same kind are put up for both 
presidential conventions it wiil only confuse 
the diyine mind and result in a tie. 


ANTHONY ÜoxsTOOK waited until nearly a 
million copies of the disgusting book, " Nana,” 
had been sold before he moved to suppress it. 
notwithstanding that his attention was directed 
to the gross character of the novel by Truth and 
other papers. When he did move, it was only 
to warn the small venders of literature on th | 
railways that ” they must cease seliing * Nana’ 
if they did not wish to get into trouble.” What 
ean be the verdict of the public on the sincerity 
ofa man woo asts in this Way? Are the Peter- 
gous of Philadelphia too big or too liberal to be 
interfered with ?—-Tryth, 


Av one time Latin quotat]ons, and even Greek 
ones, were common it the speeches of the great 
orators in the House of Commons, as Pitt, Fox, 
Pulteney. Now the classics are a most danger- 
ous ground to tread on, and are only occasion- 
ally employed by men of acknowledged great 
. classical acquirements, like Gladstone and 

Lowe, Disracli’s Arst effort in this line, im-* 


perium et libertas," caused at least a pleasant 
excitement, as neither he nor any one else 
could tell where it came from. In the same way 
classic quotations. once so common inthe edi- 
torlals of the Times and other leading journals, 
are now almost wholly banished. 


Tue bad faith and scurrility of the attacks of 
several New York papers on Col. Ingersoll hav 
been more than outdone by the Daily Graphic's 
caricature of the lecturer. This. sheet, whose 
cuts, as a rule, are horribly inartistic, repre- 
sented Ingersoll recently as a decoy light 
attracting solitary ships into shoals, quick- 
sands, and rocks respectively marked as mur- 
der, immorality, and lewdness. In view of the 
insults heaped upon a non-believer, the news 
we hav just received from New Jersey to the ef- 
fect that several of the largest fires hav been 


brought home to the door of a prominent and | 


earnest member of a Methodist community is, 
to say the least, suggestive.— Truth. 


WEHEN Anthony Comstock, like the veritable 
vampire that he is, fails to reach honest people 
by the Jaw. he has yet many means at his dis- 
posal for making matters uncomfortable for 
the victims. Thus Mr, E, Williams, who, it will 
be remembered, was recently acquitted of the 
charge of sending indecent letters by mail, has 
just experienced the results of Oomstock’s vin- 
dictiveness and intrigues to euch a degree that 
he has been f reed to throw up his position as 
president of the Greenpoint Bavings Bank. 
Comstock had induced the bank's seoretary to 
bu'ly his superior out of office, and the secre- 
tary was not long in acquitting himself of his 
dirty task. However. the greater Tony's vil- 
lainies may be, the greater also wiil be the sat- 
faction felt by all right-minded people at this 
jackal’s inevitable fall,— Truth, 


Tur military laws that now rule al) Europe, 
with the exception of Great Britain, hav not 
only proved a drawback to the material pros. 
perity of the country in whieh they exist, but 
they hav impeded the march of civilization and 
silenced ali the demands of humanity, The 
cable brings us the heartrending story from 
Hungary of fourteen hundred persons living 
on grass. nettles, and mushrooms for want of 
other food. To escape sure death by starvation 
the majority of these people attempted lately to 
emigrate to more favorable regions. but here 
the military authorities pronounced a veto, 
and the poor wretches are now left to die in tor- 
ture. By the side of this system of slow killing 
the Turkish mode of exterminating whole pop- 
ulation with grape and canister is compara- 
tively mild. 


Or all religions and creeds, Christianity, such 
as is practiced in the present day, might rightly 
be considered as the most intolerant. Joseph 
Seligman, the noted banker, has hardly given 
up the ghost, bequeathing $25,000 to different 
benevolent charitable institutions, " without 
any regard to race or religion," than three or 
four religiously inclined evening contempora- 
ries are found to refiect upon the fact that a cer- 
tain portion of the sum has fallen to the '' Soci- 
ety for Ethical Culture.” This society is com- 
posed of advanced thinkers, mostly Hebrew, 
and is presided over by Felix Adler, the well- 
known rabbi of this city. But as these gentle- 
men recently declared they would practice 
morality for morality’s sake, and not because 
any particular religion commends lt, ali true 
Ohristians are scandalized at the fact of Mr. 
Seligman having helped to support a society 
based on what;they call Atheistic principles. 


RELIGIous papers are at present hard at work 
attempting to prove that the sole reason enor- 
mous crowds assemble to hear Bob Ingersol!'s 
lectures is that the noted iconoclastic Infidel 
posseses a Marvelous self-assurance, knack ot 
language, and histrionio talents, and that these 
features more than the solidity of his argu 
ments ingure his constant success. The true 
gause of Bob Ingersol!'s popularity lies. how- 
ever. farther than this, and were his arguments 
a million times less logical he would still bea 
popular figure, The people of this country, 
and especially those of New York, hav got sick 
and tired of the present perversion of Christi- 
anity by Beechers, Halls, and Ta!mages, who 
convert their churches and ‘tabernacles* into 
sensational variety shows, When the high- 
salaried, a la mode preachers are bounced i 
favor of hard-working. sincere, and talented 
pastors, following the precepts and maxims of 
the founder of their religious system, then. and 


not before, will Ingersoll’s talents and elo- 
quences fail to attract the large throngs that now 
sympathize with him.—Zruth. 


A COLORED brother from Arkansas givs the 
following reason for naming his tenth son 
“Judus Isearut.” Says he: 

."Dats de boy's name. Judus hez been 
slighted. Nobody hez eberhad de immortal 
courage to name a chile for dat man. But dat 
aint de main reason wy I named him Judus. 
Ise got de Bible ter 'stain me in gibbin de chile 
dat name.” 

"How does the Bible sustain you in desiring 
to perpetuate that name?” asked the magis- 
trate. 

* I8 dis fack: Ohrist in remarkin’ ob Judus 
said it would hab been better fer dat man ef he 
hadnt been born." 

“Well ?" 

“An considerin’ how many mouts is opened 
at the do’ wen I goes home wid aside ob meat, 
it would be better fur dat boy of mine of he had 
neber seed daylight. I takes de scriptur fur de 
references. In de fucher, ef I finds dat de boy 
bez made improvements on hisgelf, den I 
change his name ter Jim.” 


Tur church of the Evangelist in Philadelphia 
will probably be sold this week under the ham- 
mer of the sheriff's auctioneer. Its vestry hav 
come to the conelusion that this is the only way 
in which they can get rid of their rector. Ex- 
pert accountants hav tried to solve the mystery 
of the financial relations of church and rector. 
Rector Franklyn says the church owes him 
92,703; while Warden Brown says that Mr. 
Fr&aklin owes the church $900. The more the 
exoerts try to unravel the tangled accounts, the 
more thickly does fog gather around tae fig- 
ures. The church owes & mortgage debt of 
$3,000. with a considerable accumulation of un- 
paid interest. Its ficating debt is about $9,000. 
Itis said that one of the members intends to 
buy the concern in and start afresh under a 
new dispensation and with a new minister. 
R3etor and people both are at present in a pug- 
nacíoua frame of mind, and it is not likely that 
tbe gospel which was last Sunday proclaimed 
from the pulpit of that unhappy church was 
very glad tidings to the weary and foolish pil- 
grims who may hav wanderad in there seeking 
spiritual refreshment, 


Tag Philadelphia Times in speaking of Tony 
Comstock’s attempted suppression of Zola’s 
“Nana,” finds that the book is not interesting 
enough to be dangerous. and it is too insuffer- 
ably dull to gain any large sale. The Times 
concedes that the book is *‘ nasty,” but adds that 
it does " not believe that anybody will be hurt 
by ' Nana.’ because we cannot imagine that any 
one who could be hurt by it would hav the pa- 
tience to read it through.” The Philadelphia 
Times is mistaken in its premises and therefore 
in its conclusions. “Nana” has had a larger 
sale than any book published this year in 
America. The cause of this sale is its widely- 
advertised pruriency, To staid old gentle- 
men of the stamp of the editor of the Philadel- 
phia Times, who hav long ago sown their wild 
oats, it may appear that mere nastiness und 
lewdness are not dangerous. "They are not to 
men of his advanced age and dead appetites, 
Butto young people whose blood flows warmly 
and who are ever too ready to go to extremes, 
a book of the peculiar stamp of" Nana” is very 
dangerous. Virtuous young men oannot but 
hav their purity tarnished by reading this out- 
spoken and inexcusable description of the life 
of an abandoned Parisian woman. Truth called 
on Tony Comstock soma time ago to suppress 
the sale of this book and to hav its publishers 
indicted. We didthis because for some time, 
Mr. Comstock has spent his days in the perse- 
cution of small people, some of whom he bas 
gent to state prison for booka infinitely less 
dangerous in their tendencies than this book 
of" Xana,” Under the ruling of Judge Bene- 
dict in the “Qupid’s Yokes” case, Messrs. 
Peterson, of Philadelphia, could not avoid con- 
viction and imprisonment for issuing this 
filthy book " Nana." If again the Megsrs. Po- 
terson were prosecuted and not eonvieted, it 
would hay a tendeney to arrest Comstock in his 
bitter arraignment of other people for doing 
less than these Philadelphia publishers hav 
done. Itis absurd for this man to prosecute 
D, M. Bennett and letthe Petersons go in peace. 
In Tony Comstock’s life there are few things 
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Events of the Week. 


PATERSON, N. J., has an epidemic of measles. 


Aman aged sixty-eight committed suicide at 
Niantic, R. I., a few days ago. i 


A NiGBESS has just died at Toronto who is 
said to hav bean 120 years old. 


THE ponds in Vineland, N. J.. were covered 
with thin ice a few mornings since. : 


Srvenat deaths from vaccination with impure 
virus hay recently occurred in this city. 


THE Empire Oar Works, at York, Pa., were 
destroyed by fire on the 21st, Loss, $59,000. 


A GENERAL strike of stevedores and wharf 
laborers took place in Montreal on the 17th. 


THE Uitramortanes are stirring up the Oath- 
olie population of Germany against the govern- 
ment, 


TwENTy Boston bleycle riders hay crossed the 
ocean to make thetour of Europe on their iron 
steeds. 


Monz than forty per cent of the deaths in 
Russia during recent years hav been caused by 
diotheria. ; 


Ex-Gov. Foorz, Superintendent of the New 
Orleans Mint, died at Nashville, Tenn., on the 
nineteenth. 


Tax Philadelphia and Reading Coal and Iron 
Co. failed on the 21st, Their liabilities reach. 
into the mililons. 


A GBAND concert was recently given in Oin- 
cinna i with a chorus of 62) voices and an 
orchestra of 156 pieces. 


TEE root of the Philadelphia coal mine, at 
Shenandoah, Pa., caved in onthe 18:h. One man 
was killed and six injured. 


An abandoned coa] mine at Hyde Park, Pa, 
caved in recently, shaking and damaging many 
buildings in the nefghborhood, 


A MECHANIO in Montrealolaims to hav discov- 
ered a new Motive power as eff»otive as steam 
and costing Only one-tenth as much. 


A Boy twelve years of age recently hanged 
himself at Moline, Ill., because he was afraid of 
being punished for running away from achool 


A TRAIN on the South Paelfle Coast Railroad 
jumped tha track, near Santa Oruz, Oal., on the 
23d, killing thirteen persons and injuring about 
thirty. 

THREE men Were blown to fragments by the 
accidental explosion of a quantity of blasting 
powder at amine at Deadwood, D, T., not long 
since. DN 


THIRTY persons were poisoned in Brooklyn, 
N. Y.,on the 21st by pie which had been pre- 
pared in copper vessels. ‘They will probably 
recover. 


Ow1nG tothe finding of a case of small-pox on 
an incoming steamer at this port, a few days 
since, 1.224 passengers were vacclnated before 
they were allowed to land. 


Four river pirates attempted to rob a ship 
in this port one night last week. One wae shot 
and drowned, and the others were captured, 
promptly tried, convicted, and imprisoned. 


Tun inches of rain fell at Columbus, Ga., on 
the bist. The railroad tracks were washed away, 
and travel is temporarily suspended. Atrain 
of eleven cars was wrecked and four men killed. 


Coy. HABROLP. of Brooklyn, who received 
sayere injuries by an accident on the New York 
Elevated Railroad, recovered thirty thousand 
dollars damages from the raliroad company a 
few days since. 


PouitioaL conventions are the order oí the 
day,and ali parties in every state are sejboting 
delegates for the coming nationai conventions. 
Grant, B'aine, Tilden, Sherman, Véashburne, 
Bayard. Thurman, and Windam aro mentioned 
in connection with the next residency. 


TEE boat race betwe'n Hanlan and Courtney 
for six thousand ?o]lare, which has been talked 
of for months ast in sporting circles. cama off 
on the 7-otemac at Washington on the 19:h, 
Haran winning with ease. Courtney claims to 


nav been sick, but many charge him withselling 


that we approve of, but his attempt to SUDD? ogg | the race. Hanlan has been ohallenged by an 


' Nana" is certainly one of thom, — Truth) 


oarsman named Riley, and will row again soon . 


The Truth Seeker, May 29, 1880. 


Abstract of Col. Ingersoll’s Leeture on ‘What 
Shall We Do to be Saved?” 


Fear is the dungeon of the mind and supersti- 
tion the dagger with which hypocrisy assassinates 
the soul. It is with these instruments that the 
church of to-day is trying to make converts. I 
don’t believe there is a God who givs a bird wings 
and damns that bird because it flies. Ido not be- 
lieve any God ever endowed a human being With the 
faculties of reason and damned him for following 
the holy light of that intellectual torch. You can 
not convince me that a crown is waiting in heaven 
to clasp a brainless head. Such people, it seems to 
me, would not make good angels. It is reasonable 
to suppose that once in a thousand years an agree- 
able sensation would be created in heaven were 
some Freethinking angel to vary the monotony and 
say, “No.” Iam not here to abuse the people of 
the church. All I contend for is intellectual liberty. 
I don’t care what church you belong to. I don’t 
care what creed you believe. I don’t care what God 
you worship. All I ask is that you giv me and 
other people the right to assert my and their 
opinion. . 

For four thousand years the world has been ask- 
ing, * What shall we do to be saved ?” and they are 
asking the same thing to-day. The riddle has not 
been solved. '* What shall we do to be saved ?" 
goes up the cry—not saved from the penitentiary, 
not saved from grief, not saved from sickness, not 
saved from poverty, but—saved from the horrors of 
another world; saved from an inhuman fiend. Yes, 
an inhuman fiend ; for a God could be nothing else 
who would take a clod of senseless, pulseless earth 
and make out of it a living soul to perish in the 
eternal fires of hell. I cannot believe in a God who 
is an eternal jailer. I hav no love for an infinite 
being who wants to run an everlasting penitentiary. 
This world will never be civilized while a peniten- 
tiary’s walls shadow its surface, and I cannot believe 
in a God who shuts up his creatures for eternity in 
a burning furnace. Yet this is the Christian doc- 
trine as taught by our ministers. They say Pll be 
damned if I dont believe it; I say I will if I do. 


. Now don’t be uneasy, for Pm not going to ask you 


to do anything unreasonable. All I ask of you is to 
get every form of superstition out of your mind. Rid 
yourself of the belief that you will make the In- 
finite Being mad by being honest ; that you can be 
bad enough to start a famine or breed a pestilence. 
Don’t flatter yoursclf that you are that important. 
You are only one poor, inoffensive human being. 
If not a man, woman, or child existed on this planet 
the dells would still blossom with beautiful daisies, 
and each daisy would be kissed by the jeweled drop 
of dew; the birds would sing just as sweetly in the 
branches of the forest trees. What I want you to 
do is to liv and enjoy the good things which hav 
been given you. I don’t believe any man should 
drink buttermilk all his life for the sake of a chance 
to get butter in heaven. 

We hav what we call a Christian system—a 
scheme of salvation, According to this system— 
this scheme—a God made a world and then created 
a man and a woman to inherit it. He put the man 
and woman in a garden, and told them they might 
do as they pleased in everything but one—they 
musn't eat any of the apples of a certain tree. Now 
if he didn't want them to eat his apples why did he 
put the apple tree there? If I didn't want à man 
to steal my apples, I would not pen him up in my 
orchard. But this man and woman didn’t obey God. 
The devil tempted the woman and the woman tempted 
the man, and they disobeyed his commands. The 
devil raised the rebellion, yet God created the devil. 
Why did God create a rival, and that rival is ahead 
to-day? He's ahead in this city to-night counting 
the five hundred Methodist ministers. Why don’t 
God kill him? Idon’t know. But I do know that 
if the devil died to-night orthodoxy would. be an 
orphan to-morrow morning. No devil, no sin; no 
sin, no atonement ; no atonement, no preach; no 
preach, no pay. This scheme of salvation is a beau- 
tiful one to contemplate. The first child born was 
a murderer—not a very good start. God didn’t 
even giv his first children a Bible. Why didn’t he 
giv them a few leaves to start on? He didn’t pre- 
sent them with a tract. They didn’t even hav a 
Young: Men’s Christian Association to keep them 
straight. Now, how in the world could anybody 
expect Adam and his immediate descendants to be 


_ saved? I can prove by every minister in this city 


that salvation without the Bible is impossible. Yes, 
Ican. But they didn’t hav a Bible—not a chapter 
of one, They didn't even hav a Methodist minis- 
ter.. So, of course, they got very bad—these chil- 
dren of God—so bad that he had to drown them all 
but eight. Yet this God wants to tell me how to 
raise my children. But he saved eight to start a 
new stock, and these eight were totally depraved. 


. A nice set to start up a new people! After a while 
we are told that this wise God thought he would] 


try his hand at a new race, and he selected the He- 
brews. He ignored the Hindoos, with their magnifi- 
cent. poetry and art. He paid no attention to edu- 
cated Greece. He totally overlooked the Roman 


people, with their advanced civilization, and turned 
his opportunities toward the traiving of the Hebrew 
tribe. He made a great many laws for them, and 
tried to effeo& their civilization. He told them to 
kill their wives and swallow up their babes. After 
trying it for two thousand years he got them so much 
civilized that they turned around and killed him. 
What is funny about it he must hav known all along 
that they would kill him, yet he stuck to them and 
kept civilizing the whole tribe. After they killed 
him he deserted them, and it was only when he gave 
them over to the devil as a bad lot that they began 
to prosper. To-day they are the most prosperous 
people on the globe. They hav more wealth and 
fewer paupers among their numbers than any other 
people in existence, but they never got along till 
God let them alone. That was a part of the scheme 
of salvation, however. ` 
Another part of the scheme is that I must suffer 
for the.sins of Adam because they tell me he was 
my representative. Who made him my representa- 
tive? I don’t own him. I wasn't in the caucus that 


nominated him. I hav no desire to be a charity 


angel. When I come to square up accounts I want 
to settle by the books and then I'll feel settled. 
But you must believe this scheme of salvation, they 
tell me. Why? Because it is in the New Testa- 
ment. Isit? Well, what of it? Who wrote it? 
I don’t know. They say God wrote it. Did he? 
Then why did God not authenticate it? Why 
didn’t he put his signature to it? We hav no 
account of God ever writing anything but once, 
when he wrote something in the sand. That, how- 
ever, has not been preserved. Hav we any account 
of his disciples writing anything? Not a line. 
Who did write the New Testament? Has anybody 
ever seen the original manuscript? Has anybody 
ever heard of anybody who saw it? It is admitted 
by the best scholars of this day that Matthew wrote 
nothing of it ; that John wrote nothing of it; that 
Mark wrote nothing of it; that Luke wrote nothing 
of it. Every preacher in this city knows that these 
four ancient gentlemen never wrote a line of the 
New Testament, but they hav forgotten to tell it. 
No doubt they will thank me for doing it for them. 
Shall I tell you how these four gospels were made ? 
They were in the hands of people who professed 
to do miracles—to raise the dead, and all that. No 
honest man would claim to be able to raise the 
dead. Yet these men had the making, the translat- 
ing, and the doctoring of the four gospels of the 
New Testament. These are the men who were at 
the head of the church. Men who would stop at 
nothing to further their scheme of salvation. Giv 
the church absolute power and this would be the 
last lecture I would ever deliver. 

They call me an unbeliever. I don't mind it. 
Christ was an unbeliever. Yes,he was. He laughed 
at their temples of worship and forms of religion. 
On several occasions he went for the scribes and 
Pharisees, who were the preachers and bishops of 
that time. | 

If he were living now I guess he would say just 
as hard things about some of the preachers of this 
day. I believe most Christians and preachers are 
tolerably honest, but I don't believe all the ministers 
tell all their doubts. Yet your doubts are the 
sharpest things of the brain ; they are the flutter- 
ings of discovery. I wouldn't exchange a doubt 
for all the faith in the world. 

These preachers are telling us how to be saved. 
They call me very wicked. I’m an Infidel. Yet 
they wouldn't burn me up. Oh,no. That would 
be infamous. But they bow down and pay homage 
to a being whom they teach is eternally engaged in 
burning people up. They worship this God who 
would burn me up. What do you think of a God 
who would not tolerate religious liberty? Well, 
sirs, we are taught that to be saved we must read 
the Bible with a belief that every word is true, and 
that if we doubt a word of it we shall be eternally 
lost. 

Now, what shall we do to be saved? That’s a 
very interesting question. If there is a hell I don't 
want to get there. I am just as anxious as any of 
these Methodist preachers to be an angel of light 
and joy forever. I want to be saved. Well, they 
say, read the New Testament and believe all it tells 
you. Let us see what the New Testament tells us. 
The first book professes to be the writings of Mr. 
Matthew. Now Matthew never wrote a line of it. But 
admitting that he did, let’s see what he says. Does he 
say to get to heaven I must believe in the scheme? 
Not once. Does he say I must believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ? Notonce. Does he say I must per- 
form a miracle? “Not once. What does he say I 
must do to be saved? ‘The first word on that sub- 
ject is found in the account of the Sermon on the 
Mount: “ Blessed are the pure in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.” Thats my doctrine. 

“ Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
mercy.” That’s my doctrine—it’s grand. 

* Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God.” How glorious is that teaching! 

“Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for their& is. the kingdom of 
heaven, That’s me ! ` 


«The merciful shall obtain mercy." That’s my 
doctrine. Christ and I agree on that.point.. I can- 
not conceive of a merciful God who can eternally 
damn.a merciful man. "There's sense in that. If 
they'd preach this doctrine in. the pulpit Id bea 
member of the church myself. If you will forgive 
others God will forgive. you. If that be true then 
theology is a lie. Imagine God damning a merciful 
man who looks up to heaven and forgives God for 
doing it. How would God feel over it, do you 
think? It won’t do. In another place Matthew 
says you shall giv account of your works on the 
last great day. If that is so it will go pretty hard 
with some of the preachers. 

Does it say every one shall be judged by his 
church? No. By his faith? No. By the time 
he was born? No; but he shall be judged by his 
works. That’s my doctrine. Unless you become as 
one of these ye can in no wise enter the kingdom of 
heaven. What a sweet cherub John Calvin must 
hav made! What a dimpled infant Jonathan 
Edwards ! . . 

Further along we hav the young man coming to 
Christ and asking this same tough question, * Good 
Master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
Christ answered him : * Keep the commandments." 
The young man frankly put the second question : 

« Which one?” That was fairand square. It was 
a bland question. Then Christ replied: ‘Thou 
‘shalt not steal. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
‘as thyself,” etc. He didn’t tell him he must believe 
in him as theson of God. Not even to keep Sunday 
‘nor to read the Bible. Neither that it was necessary 
‘to be baptized and to believe in the atonement. If 
; Christ was keeping this from the young man he was 
practicing deception, and wasn't honest. But he 
; told him it was necessary only to keep the command- 
‘ments. The young man replied that all these 
| things he had kept from his youth up. I don't be- 
: lieve him, but Christ did and supplemented it with 
ithe advice to go sell what he had and giv to the 
| poor and he should hav treasure in heaven. Treas- 
‘ure in heaven is what the church is always holding 
up to tempt their people, but I notice they are 
‘always willing to swop heavenly treasures for. cash 
idown. Now this is what Christ told the young 
man, to keep the commandments. I don't believe 
he said anything about selling his property and giv- 
ing to the poor. The fellows who hav doctored the 
Bible put that in, being hard up. "They were hard 
up again and made Christ say to the young man still 
further that it is harder for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the^ 
kingdom of heaven. That’s a very nice doctrine— 
for the church. But did you ever know a rich 
Christian to unload? I didn’t. They all make 
themselves believe that the camel, by a little squeez- 
ing, might get through, so they hold on till death 
comes along, when maybe at the last moment they 
compromise with God at five per cent to build or 
endow a church or theological seminary. Oh, no; 
Christ never said anything about the camel and the 
needle's eye. He said “honor thy father and thy 
mother.” So Matthew says in one chapter. Turn 
right over, and you will find he tells the same young 
man he can never enjoy eternal life except by de- 
serting his mother and his father. I would like one 
of the five hundred Methodist ministers in the city 
to explain the contradiction. As for me, I will not 
desert my wife and children for an eternal life or a 
crown. Just imagine a man knocking at the heav- 
enly gate for admission. Peter will ask, “What 
hav you done to deserve admission ?? * Oh," he will 
say, *I hav deserted my wife and four little chil- 
dren.” Then Peter will tell him to step right in- 
side, where he will find a reserved seat marked 
“Taken.” Another man comes along and he is eter- 
nally damned because he has stood by his children 
and wife. You can do more good, my friends, by 
loving your wife than by loving God. [ll tell you 
why. She needs it, God don’t. He can get along 
without it. You can plant a flower in every foot- 
print of your wife's journey through the world. 
Better love your wife and children who are alive 
than to desert them and love God, who has been 
dead 1,800 years. . 

The practices of the church are in some cases 
cruel, As if God wants a girl of sixteen to shut her- 
self up in a prison convent to blast and deform the 
beauty of her sweet life. When I think of such 
things I feel as though the law ought not to tolerate 
it. The law ought not to allow these theological 
spiders to weave their pernicious webs to catch the 
souls of innocent girls. It ought to stretch out the 
Strong arm of interference. But souls must be 
saved, they say. Now I havgnoticed all my life that 
people who hav the smallest souls make the most 
fuss about their salvation. i 

My religion is not selfish. I am going to heaven 
and. take my wife and children along. I serve 
notice to this effect on these preachers to-night, 1f 
I cant goto heaven with my wife and children I 
will go to hell with them. The idea of a man de- 
serting his family for a crown. Pa a c 

Following up the teachings of Christ as^written 
down by Matthew, or said to be recorded by him, 


squarely examined. Itis not a question of argument, but 


` between fleshed and unfleshed intelligences, was long ago 


we find Christ telling how to be saved. “Visit those 
in prison, elothe the naked, feed the hungry, and 
see the sick, For inasmuch as ye hav done it unto 
the least of these thou hast done it unto me.? Now 
I like that giving. water to the thirsty, visitiug 
prisons, feeding the tramp, and clothing the poor. 
Here is real Christianity. That is good salvation 
doctrine, and it was taught by Christ. He doesn't 
say one word about the apple or lion story; not one 
word of the Meshack, Shadrach, and Abednego 
Story; not one word about the jackass making his 
little speech. And do you know I never see one of 
those “ Replies to Ingersoli” but that I think of 
that jackass making his speech. Matthew tells us all 
these things which Jesus Curist taught. He says 
nothing about Christ insisting on people believing 
in him to be saved. Matthew was with Christ three 
years, and if anything of this kind was said Mat- 
thew forgot it. All this doctrine of love and mercy, 
and justice, and liberality, and devotion to one’s 
family is good, and I admire it. lt is all good, but 
the ‘doctrine of deserting one's folks. Let us see 
what Mr. Mark says, He says just what Mr. Mat- 
thew said until he comes to the sixteenth chapter 
and sixteenth verse. Here we find the account of 
the last conversation with Christ. It occurred after 
he had been killed and was about to start to heaven. 
Mark makes Christ say, **He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth not 
shall be damned. “Christ never said anything of the 
kind. Why? Because only one of the four evan- 
gelists makes mention of it. They were all there. 
These were asserted to be Christ’s last words, and 
should hav impressed themselves on the minds of 
every one who heard them. Yet nobody seems to 
hav remembered them but Mark. I don’t believe 
Christ said this, because I know, as he must hav 
known, that no man can control his belief. There 
is no sense in it. In another place we are told that 
these signs shall follow those who believe: They 
shall drink deadly thinks and it shall not hurt them. 
I should like to mix up a dose and try it on some of 
the elect to-day. If it doesn't hurt them I'll join the 
church myself. “They. shall cast out devils in my 
name.” Here's an opportunity not to be slighted. 
Let the three hundred preachers in the city this 
week try their hand on a little devil and cast him 


out. » 
—————99—————— 


| Spiritualism and Materialism. 
To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEEKEB, Sir: 


“ When Bishop Berkeley said there was no matter, 
_ And proved it, 'twas no matter what he said; 
They say his system 'tis in vain to batter. 

Too subtle for the ablest human head; 
And yet who can believe it? I would shatter 
Gladly all matter down to stone or lead, 
Or adamant, to find the world a 8pirit, 
And wear my head denying that I wear it." 


"Whether spirit be matter, or matter spirit, or each the 
other, or the twain so obviously one as not to be rigidly de- 
fined in the many aspects, may well be left to each one's 
mode of working the problem. Tyndall and others of his 
cast admit there may be a universal ether. Well, ether is 
so near of kin to spirit that we may readily suppose the 
grosser forms of matter to be only the excretia of this ether 
or spirit, to be cast off as the serpent casts its skin. Milton 
thought spirit and matter to be nearly one : 


~“ Endowed with various forms. various degrees 
Of substance, and, in things that liv, of life; 
But more refined, more spirituous and pure, 
As nearer to him placed, or nearer tending, 
Each in their several active spheres assigned, 
Till body up to spirit worked, in bounds 
Proportioned to each kind.” 


Thus we may hav millions of spirits more or less ethereal- 
istic or incarnate according to the exigencies of the evolu- 
tions or progressive modes of being. 

Modern Spiritualism has now been before the public some 
thirty years, and it has done much in loosening the founda- 
tions of the old theologies. Making allowance for all er- 
rors which may hav obscured ite various phases, it has been 
found to be true by thousands of seekers when fully and 


of facts, though the facts should seemingly be in collision 
with established boundaries of nature; but nature is bound- 
less, and not contradictory, and may be found to hav modes 
of being beyond the landmarks which scientists hav set up, 
saying, ‘‘Thus far and no farther,” as per '' consensus of 
the competent." . 

We were fortunate in our researches in having a private 
medium through whom we could and did experiment for 
years, and to us Spiritualism, or the intercommunication 


completely proved ; objectively so—as facts in scientific 
formulas would be proved. Indeed, what we cannot recon- 
cile with the sensible courses of.nature we should not count 
into the sense of the matters. 

"We hav no censure, however, for those who hav fallen 
short of such proof. Spiritualism has no need to say, '* Be- 
lieve or be damned.” We leave to the churches to do the 
work of damnation. 

Often it is asked, of what useis Spiritualism, even if true? 
Being true, it demonstrates the immortality of the soul, or 
spiritual body ; and this being substantial, or in connection 
with more ethereal matter, may be considered as material 
if you rather. The new world, we are assured by our 
friends there, is as tangible—and even more so to its inhab- 
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itants—as this grosser world is to us in our submerged 
estate. ` 

To us, Spiritualism is the pearl of great price. So great 
that if all the present world could offer were in one scale, 
and Spiritualism in the other, we should prefer the latter. 
Others choose differently, and would prefer an endless 
sleep to any awaking in the spirit land. Of course we would 
prefer the truth above all things, and rejoice very much to hav 
found it in the. Spiritual unfolding. We feel very thankful 
to our Spirit friends for helping us to remove the veil so 
that we come to a larger vision. We do what we can to 
help others. They are not necessarily good or bad people 
for believing more or less, as the churches hav represented ; 
hence Spiritualists and Materislists, if large minds, can 
work together, having a common aim—to free humanity 
from the degrading bondage of priestcraft aud superstition, 

The Bible phenomena were only the varying Spiritual- 
isms of old times, mingled with the nature-worship in per- 
sonifications essentially alike in Gentiledom or Hebrewdom, 
whether in oracles or ** Thus saith the Lord "—nothing su- 
pernatural, nothing miraculous, nor even superhuman, for 
the spiritual or soul world is simply of men, women, and 
children, with the better surroundings than this grosser 
world could afford, and yet more or less correspondent to 
the things of this world. -What we are now, with what- 
ever improvements we may make in our growth or evolu- 
tion, we shall carry with us, nor can the death of the grosser 
or more material body annihilate the powers of the soul. 
Such has been our experience. Others may hav had differ- 
ent experiences, for many are the aspects in which the light 
shineth unto the darkness, 

The ancient prophets, sesrs, or godmen were the same as 
our mediums of to-day, very fallible, to be sure, and the 
oracles by them are to be taken for no more than they are 
worth. Theso-called God’s Word is to be taken with many 
grains of allowance, for the mesmerism and Spiritualism of 
those days were subject to the same laws or modes of being 
as now, blending the two worlds through the magnetic aura 
or ether. The ancient '' lords many and gods many,” when 
not the heavenly or sky-father—sun and various forces in 
personifications—were the same as our angels or spirits of 
to-day. In the light of the modern unfoldings, we hav the 
various keys wherewith to open the ancient heavens, from 
the bottomless pit of Satan to the highest copings of his 
counterpart in the Jehovah.Godhead. Even Jesus, if he 
ever lived as a person, can only be counted as a Radical re- 
former and medium, a beautiful soul, tender-hearted and 
sympathetic with the afflicted, though some untoward 
things are set down to his name ; or. he may hav been an 
impersonal mode of being, as Christ the spirit, as one with 
the ethereal King Sun or Sky Father—he, she, orit in which 
or whom we all liv, move, and hav our being. We do not 
learn that there i8 any personal God in the other world 
more than in this, save in the degree of the progressive hu- 
manity, and thus on earth as it is in heaven, by living up- 
ward and forward in all the truth we can find. No blood- 
theologies, vicarious atonements, or other fossildoms of the 
stereotyped creeds avail to save in Spiritualism. No dis- 
missal of the hardened soul to heaven direct from the gal. 
lows or otherwise, but all must work out their own salvation 
and redeem themselves by works meet for repentance on 
this and the other side of Jordan. So much the better we 
liv, 80 much the easier is the road to travel. 

Among the best people we hav ever known hav been 
those termed Atheists or Infidels. Why then should we not 
work with them ? We are not Pharisees, deeming ourselves 
the more holy hy heartless assumptions. THE TRUTH 
SEEZER, each week, spreads out for us a banquet worthy 
of the gods ; and with such a large variety we hav no difti- 
culty in being harmonious with the many divergences of 
taste, for are we not all engaged in the endeavor to supply 
something better than the old bread from heaven, with 
its funeral baked meats as fed to us by the devotees of 
the Christian creed ? It may be a laborious process to work 
out of the old grooving. {t was soto us. Beginning far 
back to know what truth might be found in the old theolo- 
gies, we searched them on every hand, and became “ root- 
ed and grounded” in Materialism. In those days this life 
bounded all. We hav passed into a larger vision, but find 
no reason for telling those who see not as we see to ‘‘ sce or 
be damned.” 

We know well the ground of the Materialists, for we 
walked their plane many years. We used the same argu- 
ments that they now use. It was in order then to do so, 
for the modern phenomens had not then become visible in 
the sight of all Israel and the sun. There were in those 
days only the narrow bounds of fossil theologians, who as- 
sumed the supernatural and miraculous without any proof 
beyond the ignorance of old times ; but in the upward and 
onward movement of the present, a new world has been so 
far discovered as to prove that death is only the terminus 
of the outer body, and that the life, soul, or ethereal mode 
of being is more than ever of the same identity as first man- 
ifest in the flesh, though often difficult to be made so mani- 
fest through the medium. When Herbert Spencer decides 
offhand without full examination that Spiritualism cannot 
be true, he is unscientific, and so of Tyndall, Huxley, 
Haeckel, Maudsley, Popular Science Monthly, etc., who 
suppose themselves to embrace the whole compass of nature. 
But they are short of the terminus, for there are more things 
in heaven and earth than areembraced within their material 
bounds. We know their groundwork, and from beyond 
their bounds—know them to be mistaken. When the leaders 
in the old theologies joined them in theraid against modern 
Spiritualism, it was clear to be seen that. the churches 
led by such leaders, would be ground to powder between 
the upper and the nether millstones, thus making true that 
** whom the gods would destroy they first make mad." The 
clergy and churches, with noble exceptions, hav been 
weighed and found wanting. 


The Rev. Joe Cook, floundering in the meshes of modern 
Spiritualism, knowing nothing of its warp and woof, or how 
to adjust them, is crying lustily to the churches to come to 
the front to take the lead of Spiritualism. Too late! Not — 
Hercules himself could draw them from the horrible pit of 
miry clay in which they hav so long been bedded. : 

What a mighty work Col. Ingersoll is doing to break 
every yoke and let the oppressed go free ! aud if he should 
happen to be, with passive mind, in the presence of a proper 
medium, he might find the brother he so much loved and 
mourned 88 dead, not to be dead but living ; and the brave 
Colonel would then be 80 much strengthened in the glorious 
work he is to de. We admit that it is very much a matter 
of brain formation or organization, as the material with 
which the more ethereal must work, whereby we are the 
more or less esptive or open to the manifestations of the 
spirit. Mr, O. B. Frothingham has, on various occasions, 
borne testimony to the great results of modern Spiritualism 
in undermining the old theologies, yet in conversation with 
him, a few years ago, he declared himself to be of those 
minds so organized that they cannot receive Spiritualism as 
agreeing with the reality of things. But, 


“ Shall I ask the brave soldier who fights by my side 

In the cause of mankind if our creeds agree? 
Shall I giv up the friend I hay valued and tried 

If he kneel not before the same altar with me? 
From the heretic girl of my soul should I fly, 

To seek somewhere else a more orthodox kiss ? 
No! perish the hearts and the laws that try 

Truth, valor, or love by a standard like this.” 


C. B. PEckHAM. 


Mr. Follet on ** Professed ” Liberals. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Si: It would 
be difficult for me to describe the condition of my thoughts 
as I sit down to pen you this article. I can hardly tell 
whether it is a feeling of pity, contempt, or sadness that per- 
vades my mind for a large class of Freethinkers in this 
country. The laity of this class are doubtless to be pitied; 
but what are weto think of their leaders and preachers, 
who profess to stand on the outer walls of the advanced 
thought of our day, and yet when questioned as to their 
opinion of the prosecution and persecution of such men as [ 
D. M. Bennett, E. H. Heywood, and others, for their writ- [ 
ings, publications, and utterances in the cause of mental | 
freedom, are forced to acknowledge their total ignorance of 
what is being done ? i 

During the week that has just passed we hav been having ' 
in this city a three-days meeting of what professed to be the 
advanced thinkers and teachers in the arena of Liberal 
ideas. But when one of these Liberal ''divines" (and I 
hav no reason to believe he is not a fair representative of 
the Whole class of divines who took part in this gathering) 
was asked his opinion in regard to the justice or injustice i 
of D. M. Bennett's imprisonment, he was Surprised to hear i 
that any such thing was being done, and he had to frankly I 
confess that he knew nothing about it. He did not know 3 
that there was such a man in New York, and he had never f 
heard or seen anything about these prosecutions. When i 
asked if he did not know there was such a Liberal paper l 
published in New York city as Taz TRUTH SEEKER, he said 
he believed he had heard there was sueh a paper published h 
somewhere (or words to that effect), but he did not know 
anything about its character. And yet this man is a 
preacher to a society in an adjoining state (the state of | 
Iowa, where there are hundreds, and for aught I know 1 
thousands of your paper taken every week) a society of pro- | 
fessed Liberals in religion. Now the most lamentable thing i 
in this matter is that this Rev. Divine is but a fair repre- | 
sentative of a large class of professed Freethinkers and Free | 
Religionists who are standing before their audiences (which ' 
are scattered all over thig country, and professing to preach 
advanced ideas in religion, while they themselves are culpa- ; 
bly ignorant of what is being done to suppress Freethought 
and free speech. They are ignorant of the fact that the 
heterodoxy they are teaching is in danger just as soon as the 
Y. M. C. A. (with such tools as Comstock & Co. to do their | 
bidding) hav disposed of the advance guard in Freethougat. | 
And if the Christian Church ever gets the God, Jesus | 
Christ, and the Holy Bible amendment into the Constitution 
of the United States, this class of Freethinkers will be made 
to feel where they stand ; and the shock will come to many 
of them like a bombshell dropping into a camp when the 
enemy is supposed to be a hundred miles away. I can sym- 
pathize with a preacher, teacher, or layman who is kept 
back from investigating or advancing through the fear of 
hell and the wrath of a revengeful and angry God, for I hav 
been there and know how it is myself ; but here is a class of 
religious teachers who hav a large following in this country 
whom they are either ignorantly or wilfully holding back 
from advancing, and that, too, as it appears to me, in order 
to draw their salaries as preachers, With this class of 
preachers I hav no sympathy. They may be classed among 
those of whom it was said, ' For ye neither go in your- 
selves, neither suffer ye them that are. entering to go in;” 
and although, for the sake of drawing their salaries, they 
stand Sunday after Sunday in their pulpits and. laud such 
men as Huxley and Joho Stuart Mill and Tyndall, and 
a host of other scientists and Freethinkers, yet either from 
ignorance or design they withhold from their congregations 
the real deviltry that is being committed to suppress free 
thought and free speech and investigation, of which they 
feel so proud. If this should reach the eye of any of th3 
class I hav mentioned, I hope they will tako it kindy 
and that it may set them to thinking and looking into this 
matter; and by doing so they may be able to take more ad- 
vanced ground in the Liberal field. 

Yours for the truth though the heavens fall, 

Rockford, IUl., April 19, 1880. F, E. FonLETT. 
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but proved that things had been fixed in and out of court in 
advance for Mr. Bennett’s sure conviction, The facts in 
our possession are sufficient to satisfy any reasonable mind 
that such was indeed the situation. Thus forwarned we 
endeavored to be forearmed, and while the trial was pending 
preliminary steps were taken to obtain a pardon from Presi- 
dent Hayes. ` Boon after the conviction of Mr. Bennett the 
Chairman of our Executive Committee visited Washington 
to consult influential. men and to obtain their co->peration, 
To this extent his mission was entirely successful. Peti- 
tions for pardon were circulated and the unprecedented 
number of 200,000 names was procured. These were. for- 
warded to Washington and. between ten and twelve thou- 
sand letters were written to the President from people in 
all positions in life, You all know how near Mr. Bennett 
came to being pardoned at that time and what devices were 
employed for our defeat. 

. In the fall of 1879 Mr. Bennett’s health became seriously 
impaired. This fact coming to the knowledge of the Asso- 
ciation, one more strenuous effort was made to obtain par- 
don. We prepared a brief giving five good reasons (any 
one of which ought to hav been enough to convince à 
rational mind)that Mr. Bennett should be released. This 
brief was supplemented with five large legal envelopes 
stuffed with facts supporting the five reasons. A further 
avalanche of letters to the President was set in motion, and 
Mrs. Bennett, the ever constant and devoted wife of the 
unjustly imprisoned editor, took the papers we had pre- 
pared for the President. Again we almost achieved suc- 
cess, ‘The pardon: papers were actually made out, and no 
secret was made in the office of the Attorney-General that 
Mr, Bennett was shortly to be released. At this juncture, 
unfortunately for us, the prisoner’s health greatly improved, 
and the Vice Society caused two physicians to be sent 
from New York to Albany to report on his condition. The 
report of these physicians who were fully in sympathy with 
the Vice Society, together with influence brought to bear 
on the mind of the President’s wife, once more turned our 
nearly accomplished victory into discouraging defeat. But 
at last we feel that we hav triumphed, for we set in motion 
the initistory steps leading to the grand Chickering Hall 
reception of Mr. Bennett on the expiration of his term of 
imprisonment, A more crowded or enthusiastic meeting 
was pever convened in the great metropolis of America. 
Our Association were a part of, and acted in concert with, 
the Reception Committee. As a great moral victory -we 
esteem the Chickering Hall meeting of greater value to our 


auxiliary Vice Society, our documents hav quickly followed 
in his trail, For the past two years his annual and other 
meetings hav been liberally circularized with the damag- 
ing facts concerning his prosecutions, issued by the Defense 
Association. So persistently has this work been carried 
on that the wily agent in many instances secretly adver- 
tised his meetings. by means of circulars intrusted only to 
the hands of the faithful. He used to parade in the press 
the distinguished names of the officers of newly-formed 
auxiliary societies, but since it was discovered that these 
names were invariably used to circulate still further the 
literature of the Defense Association, and that, too, in the 
very heart of the enemy’s camp, they are now withheld or 
blindly given, When in 1878 the monster petition contain- 
ing the names of 70,000 petitioners for modification or 
repeal was sent to Congress, the Defense Association flooded 
the Committee rooms with printed facts and arguments 
sustaining the prayer of the petitioners, beside which, tell- 
ing documents were placed upon the desk of every Con- 
gressman. 

During the past winter, when Anthony was importuning 
Congress to make the cdious provisions of the postal laws 
still more stringent, the Defense Association mailed five 
hundred copies of Mr. Wakeman’s masterly argument on 
the unconstitutionality of those laws to members of Con- 
gress. When the. Baptist Conference, held in this city 
during the past winter, passed resolutions commending 
Anthony and his work, every Baptist clergyman of New 
York was supplied with a damaging pamphlet of facts 
regarding the Inquisition. There is reason to believe that 
it was the publications of our Association which lead the 
“ Baptist Pastor" to denounce Comstock and his methods 
through the columns of the Tribune, an event, it will be 
remembered, which caused at the time much inquiry and 
comment. We know that the publications of the Associa- 
iion hav often brought the press of the country to sustain 
our cause and to denounce the methods of the inquisition. 
So much for our literature. f 

Albeit, there has been a great amount of other work done. 
When Josephine Tilton, D. M. Bennett, W. S. Bell, and 
Mr. Mosher were arrested at the Liberal Convention at 
Watkins, in the summer of 1878, at the instigation, as it is 
believed, of Anthony the Meddlesome, the Association flew 
to their rescue. Counsel was engeged, retainer fees paid, 
and when the accused subsequently were obliged to visit 
Watkins to answer the charge, their expenses were met 
from the treasury of our Association, and a considerable 
amount of correspondence relating to the matter was con: | cause than could hav been the success of either of our 
ducted by the Secretary. efforts to obtain the President’s pardon. 

When the doughty Miss Josephine Tilton, whose guests * Much which our Association has accomplished may hav 
we hav the honor to be, in part, to-night, chose rather to go | been overlooked in this hastily prepared paper. As I am 
to jail than accept proffered bail at Watkins, the Chairman 
of our Executive Committee, Mr. Leland, went up to 
Watkins to view the situation, and it was through his per- 
suasion that the heroic little woman was induced for pru- 
dential reasons known to the Defense Association to accept 
bail. Furthermore, the literature of the Association had 
probably something to do with opening the eyes of the 
people of the famous Glen to the injustice of those arrests 
and to the pigeon holing of those indictments, for the 
accused hav never been brought to trial. 

When, in June 1878, Anthony disgraced himself and his 
Society by hiring three Greene sireet young women to 
exhibit themselves in a state of nudity for over an hour, 
Prof. Rawson, our President, at the request of the Associa- 


National Defense Association Reception. 


That irrepressible and indefatigable heroine Miss Jose- 
phine B, Tilton never tires of inventing some happy device 
to cheer on those who are fighting the good fight for liberty. 
Accordingly, on Thuisday evening May 20th, the members 
of the National Defense Association and their friends were 
invited to spend a social hour at the hospitable parlors of 
Mrs, Emily Fernandez, 201 Second avenue, 

The occasion brought together a very pleasant and intel- 
ligent gathering of Liberals, among whom were Prof. A. L. 
Rawson, President of the Association, Mr. and Mrs. T. C. 
Leland, Mr. and Mrs. Dr. E, B. Foote, T. B. Wakeman, 
Stephen Pearl Andrews, and others. 

The social interchange of sentiment was introduced by a 
very fitting and pretty introductory speech by Mr. Henry 
Appleton, which was followed by some able remarks by 
Stephen Pear] Audrews, inspired by a toast proposed by 
Miss Tilton. Mr, T. B. Wakeman was then called up, and 
gave a very logicaland interesting analysis of true Liberal- 
ism. Criticism and discussion were then in order, till the 
proceedings were sweetened by some delicious strawberries 
and cream, furnished by Miss Tilton. 

We took occasion to thank the. Defense Association for 
their efforts in our behalf, and Dr. E. B. Foote read a very 
flattering outline of the. noble, practical work accom- 
plished by the Association. 

The occasion was in every way enjoyable, and very 
creditable to Miss Tiltos, who took upon herself the whole 
expense and management of the affair. 

'The report read by Dr. Foote is as follows: 


Farenps : This is the first time since the organization of 
the National Defense Association that its fighting men hav 
laid down thier knapsacks to receive the congratulations of 
friends, To-night we hav been lured from our war-path 
by the courageous little skirmisher Josephine Tilton and 
our hospitable hostess Mrs. Fernandez. We hav jumped 
over the fence, so to speak, to talk with the girls and pick 
strawberries. Possibly we can entertain you with some of 
the stories of our victories and defeats. Our officers may 

` be induced to indulge in some interesting reminiscences, 
but the best ones to relate everything that is going on are 
the high privates. We are not fettered with red tape and 
dignity. Little events with big meaning do not escape our 
notice. 

Our organization sprang into being on the 12'h of June, 
1878. This was shortly after Inquisitor-General Comstock 
issued his third annual report, in which be announced that 
—and Í here quote his own phraseology—''the bulk of im- 
pure literature now was found in the so-called boys’ papers 
and the j.urnals of Freelovers and Freethinkers.” The 
agent of the Vice Society had found during the years 1875- 
6-7 how easily the conviction of honest thiokers and writers 
& little in advance of the times was obtained in the United 
States courts, and he thereupon determined to win laurels 
for himself and bread for all his family excepting his 
impecunious father by carryiog the war into tbe very heart 
of the láberal camp. This determination was fortified and 
‘his hand strengthened at the very meeting at which the fore. 
going acnouncement was made, by subscriptions from his 
supporters then and there amounting to the generous sum 
of eight thousand dollars. 

A. few of us who had been watching this formidable 
movement and foresaw that it was aimed directly at free 
speech, free press, and free mails, associated ourselves 
together to resist it. We elected our officers and instituted 
weekly Thursday evening meetings to watch events, ex- 
change notes, and to devise means to harass in every possi- 
sible way the seemingly victorious march of the arch enemy 
of progress. Our active comp any of sharpshooters, skir- 
mishers, sappers and miners, cons‘sted of our worthy Presi- 

“dept, Prof. A. L. Rawson ; the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, T. C. Leland ; our acting and ünally appointed 
Treasurer, Hugh Byron Brown ; our Secretary, Dr. E. B. 
Foote, Jr.; and an especially active member of the Execu- 
tive Committee, Mr. Charles Codman, with Mr. D. M. Ben- 
nett and myself as water carriers. Until Mr. Bennett was 
railroaded@ to Albany to make shoes, this indefatigable band 

- of workers was almost invariably present at every meeting, 
at rooms liberally provided for the purpose by Mr. Brown, 
the Treasurer. These rooms Were in the Science Hall build- 
ing. The meetings were continued with the same regularity 
after Mr. Bennett was picked cff by the enemy. 

Although our working force has been smallit has been. 
rooted in the hearts of thousands of liberty loving people in 
all parts of the country, a large number of whom proudly 
hold our certificate of membership. The donation of only 

‘one dollar renders the contributor an honorary member. 
Formidable forests, with their towering oaks and beeches, 
bear acorns and beech nuts—small shack; for large products 
look among the lowly vines with their far reaching rootlets. 
Here you will find big pumpkins, enormous squashes, and 
yard long watermelons. 

Well, eur organization, considering its size, has done a 
wonderful amount of hard work—has borne much fruit. 
This is evidenced in the’ complaints of our adversaries, who 
admit that they hav been harassed by our musketry in 
ambush. The Baptist Examiner and Chronicle, iu. its issue 
of February 6, 1879, deprecatingly referred to the obstacles 
which the National Defense Association had continually 
thrown in the path of Anthony, who has often found his 
guns unexpectedly spiked or his powder horn empty at a | 
critical moment, 

"The National Defense Association has issued thousands 


mania Hall at the time of Mr. Bennett's conviction, alao 
the meeting at the Astor House on the day the verdict waa 
reached, upon which occasion nearly all the active members 
of the Association were present. The flngermarks of our 
band of workers were visible in the greai uprising which 
took place in Cincinnati in the summer of 1879. Nor 
should we ferget the formation of the auxiliary Defense 
Asacciation in Boston in 1879, with Mrs. Kendrick as its 
presiding officer. It has contributed its aid to nearly every 
movement against the common enemy. 


which may hav been overlooked, during the past two years, 
y; has been accomplished with the expenditure of very little 
tion, attended the entire trial, making copious notes, which, | money—less indeed than is paid to Anthony Comstock for 
as court records, were published and circulated broadcast, | six monthe’ service by the society which stands at his back 
greatly to the damage of the Vice Society and its indiscreet | and professedly directs his movements. The National 
scavenger. . l Defense Association works because of its faith in the justice 
When, in June 1878, E. H. Heywood was sent to Dedham | of its cause, having no parasites in its treasury to gorge 
jail under sentence of two years’ imprisonment, a petition for| themselves with the substance deposited therein by ita 
Mr. Hey wood's pardon, bristling with sharp points in favor | friends and co-workers. Much valuable voluntary aid has 
of the liberty of printing and circulating the thoughts of | been given to the association by the Hon. Elizur Wright, 
progressive minds, was drawn up by the Chairman of our| T. B. Wakeman, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Benjamin F. 
Executive Committee. This was in due time put in circula- | Tucker, Courtlandt Palmer, Eugene Macdonald, Daniel E. 
tion and 6,000 names obtainéd through the efforts of the| Ryan, Fiora and Josephine Tilton, and many others, all of 
Defense Association and its co-workers and supporters | whom deserve the thanks, not only of our Association, but of 
throughout the land. Our Association sent Mr. T. B. | friends of progress everywhere. 
Wakeman and Prof. Rawson to the memorable Faneuil eta, Enc e yan ae 
Hall indignation meeting on tke first of August of the same A Grand Liberal Rally At Belvidere, Ill. 
summer where over 6,000 people crowded the ‘‘Cradle of Lib- | There will be a Liberal camp-meeting held on the Boone 
Eu Lhe ee at ue imprisonment | county Fair Grounds, at Belvedere, Boone county, Iil., 
of Mr. Heywood. was here that Mr. Wakeman made i i "Jun 
his unanswerable argument upon the unconatitutionality of di. 1880. META a a ial og 
the purae eges da which has been so extensively | Jt ig expected to make this the largest Liberal gathering 
Em an n d " eshte and everywhere that} ever held in northern Illinois or southern Wisconsin, This 
T purs Ps ound to distribute it. . | meeting is to be conducted on the principle of a free plat- 
n all of the same year the Defense Association | form, open to every phase of Liberal belief or non-belief. 
secured the services of the eloquent and irresistible Laura | The Liberals, Spiritualists, and all classes of Freethinkers 
Kendrick, of Boston, in behalf of Mr. Heywood's pardon. | in the Northwest are earnestly invited to turn out and come 
She was sent to Washington by our Association backed | to this meeting. We hav corresponded with nearly all the 
with the prayer of 6,000 highly respectable petitioners and | best Liberal speakers in the United States in regard to being 
with private letters from high sources to President Hayes. | there to address you, amongst whom we would name Col. 
Her mission was crowned with complete success, and Mr. R. G. Ingersoll, Moses Hull, Leo Miller, W. S. Bell, B. F, 
Hey wood after a little more than six months' imprisonment | Underwood, E. C. Walker, and others. "And not amongst 
was restored to his family and friends. Mfr, Heywood | the least, that grand and noble martyr to truth, free thought, 
gratefully remembers our Association for his timely pardon | free speech, free press, and free mails, D. M. Bennett, editor 
at a moment when his health was rapidly givtag way under | ef Tux TRUTH SEEKER, has been requested to be there. It 
his confinement. At the enthusiastic reception given Mr. | is hoped that representatives of all of the Liberal press of 
inopes dd after his release our Asgociation was|the country will be there. There will be opportunities 
. given to all Spiritualist mediums who choose to cóme to 
In December, 1878, came the third arrest of Mr. D. M. | hold seances; 2 Mrs. Simpson, the flower edem of 


Bennett, who had openly defied the V ice Society by sending | 9 1 invi 
Cupi Y 1 hicago, 
“Cupid's Yokes” through the mails, is object a usn has been especially invited to come and hold her 


of pamphlets and circulars exposing the ‘‘ true inwardness” | break down, if possible, the American Inquisition; but, as : 2 : ; 
of thé Vice Society and its agent. "These documents hav | the sequel proved, the latter was too strong for him. Dur- dde ca NE PAR AESA 
, 


been mailed to the clergy, to the press in all parts of the |i 
reduced rates to all parties wishing to attend the meeting. 


eountry, to Congress, and to congressional committees, For any furth l d to thi l 
heard f urther particu aza in regard to this meeting please 
When 8t Anthony was heard from in Cleveland, 8t. address me, Y. E. FOLLETT, Managing Bic. 


Louis, Chicago, or elsewhere, engaged in forming an Rockford, IU., May 21,1880, P, O. Box 268, 


ing the trial our Association was active in bringing every 
possible effort to bear against the success of the prosecution. 
One little stratagem originated in our Association and 
worked out by it, which as yet it is too early to reveal, all 


about drawing to a close I will recall the meeting at Ger- - 


All the work which this paper refers to, and much more. 


The Truth Seeker, May 99, 1880. 


A Letter From Kansas. 


To THE Epiror or Tam TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I ask 
space in Taz TRuTB SEEKER to say a.few words to the 
Liberals, not only.of Kansas but over our whole country. 

Kansas is the banner state in the League movement, It 
has thirty-one chartered Lesgués, and several applications 
for charters hay recently been made to the secretary. It has 
& state organization, and a county committee for nearly 
every organized county in the state. What state has a bet- 
ter record? > i 

To accomplish this result Prof. O. A, Phelps and myself 
hav devoted nearly all our time, and very Hberally of our 
means, during the last year, and how hav we succeeded ? 
Weare well organized, as above shown, but how hav we 
been sustained ? The Professor cannot lay by a dollar, 
as his terms for lectures are so very low tbat he has nothing 
left after paying traveling expenses and postage bills. As 
for myself, I'm paying out money all the while for postage 
and stationery, and none coming in to replace it, Since I 
hav engaged in the Liberal work I hav expeuded over $200 
and hav not received from every source $25. 

The Professor is now obliged to enlarge his field of work in 
order that he may receive sufficient remuneration to warrant 
him remaining in the lecture field, For my part Iam com- 
pletely broken down in health, and am obliged to retire 
from active work. I havresigned my position as Chairman 
Ex. Com. of the K. B. L, L, because unable to longer 
bear the burdens of the work which devolve upon me. The 
position on the Ex. Com. N. L. L. I shall retain for a while 
longer, but here giv due warning that unless I receive 
sufficient to defray all expenses for postage, printing, and 
stationery, I shall resign that position and retire to 
private life. Hereafter I shall reply to no letters relating to 
the work in this state unless the writers inclose return 
postage, officers and members of committees alone excepted. 

It is not right or just that those who do the work should 
be compelled to.-bear all the expenses attendant upon this 
work, and I trust that each committeeman will establish 
auch a rule as I hav above laid down, The sooner it is done 
the more progress we will make in the work. 

In this state almost perfect unity exists among all classes 
of Liberals. Materialists, Spiritualists, and Free Religion- 
ists work side by side in harmony. ‘Those who cannot 
tolerate a diversity of opinion are not true Liberals. They 
may be anti-orthodox, yet they are illiberal. Whenever I 
hear a Materialist denouncing a Spiritualist, or vice versa, I 
come to the conclusion that such a person is somewhat 
deluded in his idea of what constitutes Liberalism. A per- 
Bon may be extremely radical in his opinion, and at the 
same time be a Liberal, for true Liberalism tolerates all 
opinions, and respects the author for his manliness in giv- 
ing expression thereto. 

I appeal to all;.not to you as Materialists, not as 
Spiritualists, Atheists, Deists, but as Liberals, and ask you 
to be true Liberals. Work together in harmony for the 
good of all. Let us present to our enemies a solid front, 
not a body racked by petty bickerings, and unable to work 
in unison. Let us know nothing but Liberalism, and above 

_ all, let there be harmony, and then the cause of Freethought 
. will spread like wildfire throughout the length and breadth 
of our land. . 

Welcome, thrice welcome, Bennett! Welcome back to 
your editorial chair. The cause of liberty in the nineteenth 
century has had its martyr. It now needs its army of 

: Workers. Let us hope that your voice and pen will long be 
heard, and its writings read, in defense of freedom. Bigots 
may rail, priests may rave, and solemn deacons and laymen 
curse, but Christianity is doomed and must go down before 
the advancing forces of Freethought. E. CAMPFIELD, 

Wyandotte, Kan., May 10, 1880. 


- Obituary. 


Died, at his residence, in the township, of Colon, county 
of St. Joseph, and state of Michigan, on the twelfth day of 
April last, after a protracted iliness, Alvin Hoyt, one of our 
most respected, worthy, and. pioneer citizens, having 
resided on the same farm which he has improved, since the 
fall.of 1835. Mr. Hoyt was a native of New Hampshire, 
was aged 66 years, was one of the charter members of our 
- Liberal League (No. 167), and its honored president. 

. At a regular meeting of said Liberal League held on May 
9th, the following preamble and resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted : 


"WREREAS, Our worthy and highly esteemed president and 
brother has been obliged to submit to the inexorable law ot 
nature, and has been removed from our midst by death, to 
which all animate nature is subject and must yield, there- 
Tore. 

‘Resolved, That in the demise of our worthy brother our 
‘community has lost one of its highly esteemed and worthy 
-citizens, his family a kind, iodulgent, and faithful husband 
and father, his immediate associates & true and. faithful 
‘friend, the Liberal cause a devoted, life-long friend ana 
advocate, and the Cause of freedom, free thought, and free 
religious action, based upon reason and sound philosophica: 
principles, one of its pioneers, maintaining his life-long 
Opinions with rare ability and remarkable consistency up 
to the last of his physical existence and consciousness. — 

Resolved, That we tender to the bereaved wife and family 
of our deceased friend and brother our heartfelt sympathy 
and condolence in their sffl ction. : 

Resolved, That these proceedings. and resolutions be 
entered by our secretary on the books of our League, and 
also a copy of the eame be presented to the bereaved wite 
and family of our deceased brother, and forwarded to the 
Boston Jnvesttgaior, THE TRUTH SEEKER. and the Rational 
Appeal. A. H. Taurston, Bec. 

Colon, Mich., May 9, 1880. 

——— 9 9——— ——— 


We. hav received from J. Fitzgerald & Co., 143 Fourth 
ayenue, New York, the sixth number of the Humboldt 
Library of Popular Science, viz. Rev, Charles Bingsley’s 


“Town Geology,” with au Appendix by Huxley, '* Coral 
and Coral Reets.” Price 15 cents. 

To subcribers, 1 year (24 numbers), $3.00; 4 months (8 
numbers), $1.00.. 


[Prom the Seymour Times.) 


Mr. Bennett’: New Book. 


The new volume of D. M. Bennett on '''The Gods and 
Religions” is no doubt & valuable and a convenient compi- 
lation of what is known on the subject treated. It would 
seem that it would take a good many ordiuary men more 
than one year to collect and rewrite so vast a mass of mat- 
ter from so great a multitude of authors, Without having to 
do the state some service ten hours a day and bsing refused 
light. But Volume IL, containing 885 broad pages and 
weighing three pounds and thirteen ounces good Hoosier 
weight, is before us, In addition to this Mr. Bennett wrote 
during his confinement in ‘‘a Christian bastile" sundry 
published letters at the rate of one a month. "Thes? would 
make another volume of huge proportions. Accompany- 
ing the book is a list of the books, one hundred and tuirty- 
five in number, from which it is compiled. Most of them 
are rare and costly works, and it isn’t every Ohristian bas- 
tile that can afford such a library, or that would if it could: 
Of course, if Mr, Bennett was allowed to bring these books 
there and to hava light and work all night after the ten 
hours of compulsory labor was over, it was a violation of 
Christian bastile rules that would hav subjected the auper- 
intendent. to expulsion from his ofice, But scarce any 
feat is impossible in a state that has developed a Tweed, a 
Beecher, a Talmage, a Sam Tilden, a Vanderbilt or two, 
and a Jay Gould, to say nothing of Dana and John Kelly. 

It New York “ Liberals” would be liberal enough to let 
‘a fellow entertain, if not express, his own opinions, we 
would just love to believe that the work referred to is the 
work of several brains and pairs of hands, employed for a 
good many more months than twelve. 

But we are glad the world has got the information the 
book contains in an eligible shape and so cheap as to bring 
it within the reach of the general reader. No matter how 
or where produced, Mr. Bennett has rendered humanity an 
invaluable service by the mass of compilations he has 
brought in a cheap form before the reading public, AIl 
honor to his enterprise and industry. 

[Dr. Monroe implies a doubt that we wrote the work in 
prison, but we beg to assure him that we wrote every word 
of it while in the Albany Penitentiary.—Ep. T. S.] 


A New Work. 


[The following notice of our new work we clip froin the 
editorial columns of the Boston Investigator :] 

Tam Gops AND RELIGIONS OF ANCIENT AND MODERN 
Times —This large volume, by D. M. Bennett, was written 
by him while a prisoner in the Albany Penitentiary, and is 
dedicated to Mrs, Margaret McEwen end Mrs. Martha Van 
Allen (mother and daughter), who are connected officially 
with the prison, and in return for whose kindness to Mr. 
Bennett he has dedicated to them his book. 

It is a volume of 835 pages, and very curious and inter- 
esting throughout. ‘‘The gods” are indeed numerous, 
about two hundred and fifty of these ‘‘ gentlemen of the 
air" beiug enumerated — Hindoo gods, Brahmanic, Por- 
sian, Chaldaic, Egyptian, Chinese, Grecian, Roman, Norse, 
Indian, African, Semitic, Jewish, etc. Two hundred pages 
or more are devoted to a general review of the Bible, its 
origin, character, tendency, and icfluence. The work is to 
be in two volumes—three dollars each, or five dollars for 
both. The second volume will be issued in a few weeks. 


[From the same paper we also extract tho following 
review of the work, by Miss Wixon:] 


"THE GODS AND RELIGIONS OF ANCIENT AND MODERN 
` TIMES,” 

Mr. Eprror: If the unmerited imprisonment of D. M. 
Bennett has served no Other purpose, it has been the means 
of giving to the world a splendid work under the above 
caption. 

This is a book of absorbing interest, very instructive, and 
shows wide and careful research on the part of its author. 
Much of the matter is necessarily a compilation, but is thus 
put in just tbe compact form most desirable for reference 
and consultation by the student as Well as the general 
reader. Commencing at the very earliest period of man’s 
existence on this planet, and taking up the various religions 
and gods of the different, peoples, it follows a straight and 
perfect line right onward, portray ing in vivid colors the 
religious life of ignorant, savage, barbarous, half-civilized, 
civilized, and “enlightened " people. 

The closing part of the book is devoted to a consideration 
of the Bible, after reading whicli no person can retain a 
particle of respect for it as an '* inspired" volume, or 88 a 
atandard set up for the guidance of an intelligent race. 

This part of Mr. Bennett's work—clear, conclusive, log- 
ical, written in a finished and masterly manner—is alone 
worth the price of the book. 

The entire work comprises some 835 pages, and there is 
promise of another volume, both of which will be valuable 
additions to every library in the land. When it is remem- 
bered that it was written while the author was shut in from 
the blessed sunlight and free air of heaven, suffering a 
persecution for opinion’s sake, and that generations yet to 
come might evjoy a larger, broader, sweeter mental liberty, 
al] must feel a special interest in this last, best work of one 
who has done honorable service in the field of Freethought 
and Liberal truth. I can cordially recommend this book as 
well worthy an earnest perusal by everybody. 

Yours, Susan H, Wrxon. 


> Full River, Mags, May 12, 1990. 


Resolutions on D. M. Bennett. 
Ata meeting of a few of the Liberals of our town, the 


following preambla and reso'utioas were, alier a lively dis- - 


cussion and somewhat prolonged consideration, unanimous- 
ly adopted : : i 

Wuerzas. We consider the late moat unjust imprison- 
ment of D. M. Bennett as an unmistakabl» menace to our 
liberties, and the failure of the President to be moved to 
clemency by the great number of petitions for pardon, when 
there was no actual offense, proves that chureh and state 
are combined against the exercise of these rights guaran- 
teed by the Constitution, first.of which are life, liberty, and 
the pursuít of happiness, by those who dare to think and 
Spe*k for themselves on all subjects; therefore — . 

Hesolved, That we agree with the Atterney-General that 
Mr. Bennett was guily of no crime, but that he was con- 
victed and punished solely because he was the exponent of 
Liberal principles and publisher of an Infidel paper, 

Resolved, Tnat as the church is in. the position of an 
enemy, and the old political parties hav proved them- 
selves powerless to protect us, we commend to the con- 
sideration of our friends the propriety of organizing for 
mutual defense under a new party banner. 

Resolved, That we welcome back to home and friends and 
to the editorial chair, the veteran of Freethought, D. M. 
Bennett, and hope he may never again fall into the jawa of 
that bloodhound of the church, Anthony Comstock. : 

Resolved, That enpies of these resolutions bs sent to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, Mind and Matter, and the Investigator. 

G. W. THonNBUY, President, 
Mus. E. CAMPBELL, Secretary. 
Al'iance, O., May 10, 1880. 


Northern Wisconsin Spiritual Conference. 


Again we would notify the Spiritualists and Liberalists 
of Wisconsin that we are to hav anotber of those grand 
three-day conventions in Omro, June 18, 19, 20, 1880. 

Oar last meeting was a grand success in spite of the ele. 
ments. Let's make this a still greater one by all attending 
and showing our interest in the cause of Spiritualiam. 

E V. Wilson is engaged and will giv a seance Saturday 
evening, and another Sunday afternoon at half past two 
o'clock. 

J. O. Barrett, Mrs, 8 E. Bishop, D: E. W. Stevens, J. 


Kenyon, Dr. A. B. Severance, and Dr. A. B. Randall are - 


invited to participate. 

Every Spiritualist is requested to send the Secretary the 
name of every Freethinker, that they may be notified of the 
meeting. The friends will entertain free to the best of their 
ability. Efforts are being made to Secure a first-class slate 
test medium. Ww. M. Lockwoop, Pres. 

Cora B. Parures, Bec. Mns. 8. E. Bisgor, Vice-Pres. 

——— d$ 99——— —— —— 


A Mass Meeting for All Women Who Want to 
: Vote. 

A masa meeting for all women who want to vote will be 
held at Farwell Hall, 148 Madison street, between 
Clark and LaSalle streets, Chicago, Illinois, W'ednes- 
day, June 2, 1880, at 10 a.m. and 230 and 8 P.M, 
Every woman in the United States who sees or hears of this 
call is most earnestly invited to be present at this meeting. 
If this is impossible, she is urged to send a letter or postal, 
with her name and wish expressed in ber briefest and 
strongest manner, addressed to 

ELIZABETH CADY STANTON, Pres. N. W., S, A., 
Care 476 West Lake st., Chicago, Ill.. 

Letters or postals certain to reach Chicago oa June 2d 
can be addressed to Farwell Hall. i 

Now let us receive at least twenty thousand postals, au 
let them be sent in ample time to reach our meeting in Far- 
well Hall in season. 

The best epeakera in the United States will be present, 
Our delegates will proceed from this meeting to the Repub- 
lican Nominating Convention to present our demand for 
their insertion of the following plank: 

Resolved, That the right of suffrage inheres in the citizen 
of the United S:ates, and we pledge ourselves to secure 
protection in the exercise of this right to all citizens. 
irrespective of sex, by an smendment to the national 
Conatitution. : 

Let us meet together and, by overwhelming force of 
numbers, show our earnestness and our determination to 
secure for ourselves the acknowledged right of self-govern- 
ment. Susan B. ANTHONY, : 

s Vice.Pres, at Large N, W. 8. A. 


MaTILDA Josuyn Gaer, Ch, Ex. Com. N. W. 8. A. 
——— 9 r 


[From Boston Investigator.) 
Don't Allow It! 


FRIENDS AND LIBERALS: We must not suffer 80 good and 
efficient a worker as H. L. Green to resign his position, It 
will never do. We must sustain him at all or any reasona- 
ble sacrifice. 

No matter who we should get to fill his placé, no one 
could fill it better nor would any one be willing to do it for 
nothing, and more than this, we ought not to ask it, A 
worker like Mr. Green, who toils for universal good, 
should meet universal recompense. I hav just sent him 25 
cents in stamps, and shall make him a quarterly remittance 
hereafter as long as he holds his present position, 

A spasmodic effort at sustaining any person or institution 
is uncertain and urreliable, for while the outlay is continu- 
ous, the help is only now and then. Therefore, let all who 
will make quarterly donations to the good cause in the 
person of friend Green, write to him at once and send in 
their names and first remittance, and let the aid be sure and 
reliable. Just think how freely money is poured into the 
lap of the church, and then consider how little, as a class, 
we Liberals pay for good, true, and honest work ! 

Let every one who can be just, and all who can wil! I 
trust be generous also. j 

Prayerfully and hopefully yours,.. 
Snowwie, Ya, “oF ELMINA D, BLENRER. 


t 


The Tenth Seeker, Map 99, 1880. 


Communications. 


Labor Emancipation.—'*0ne World at a Time.” 


To TuE Eprror or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: There 
has been much talk and discussion of late, among your 
contributors, about the next world, 

A grand old gentleman, whom we readers of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER much admire, and who I truly believe will enjoy 
the next world—should there be one—as much as any of us, 
once wrote as follows: ** One world at a time, should be our 
motto and our rule of action. We find in this life sufficient 
to exercise our entire abilities, strength, and energy. Our 
fellow-beings are needing much at our hands, and we hav 
no necessity for looking to other worlds than this for useful 
flelds to labor in. Until we hav done all we can to benefit 
Ourselves in the sphere of existence we now occupy, and 
hav done all in our power to aid and befriend our brothers 
and sisters of humanity, let our eyes not be withdrawn from 
thia theater of usefulness to search after and investigate 
that other existence of which we can at best know so 
little.” “Let not our attention from the present be dis- 
tracted by anything real or imaginary foreign to our duty. 
The next world may be pleasant and delightful, but for the 
present it is beyond our power to change or improve it, 
This world is also a pleasant world, but much less a heaven 
than it is capable of becoming. It is in our power to 
improve this world and the people who liv in it.” 

‘¢The more we cast about ourselves, and the more we do 
to improve our condition and that of those around us, the 
more we Comprehend the almost unlimited work which lies 
before us and all within our powers and capacities. To this 
let us giv our attention and service, leaving a future state of 

. existence until our duties here are all faithfully performed.” 
** It should be the object of our lives to be happy ourselves 
and to make all around us as happy as i8 in our power. 
Happiness should ever be the object of our existence. Let 
this be secured, and our lives will not hav been in vain." 

And again: ‘‘In no way can we so effectually prepare 
ourselves for a future life as in wisely and faithfully dis- 
charging our.present duties. It is no part of a wise line of 
conduct to neglect or overlook present necessities and 
obligations for those we may deem to be waiting for us in 
the future." 

Now, to those well read and argumentative thinkers who 
devote whole pages of our popular paper to the discussion 
of other lives and worlds than this, I would say, Is there 
not some important truth in the above? Is not the world 
beyond this dim and shadowy at best ? and is it not impos- 
sible, with all the faculties within our reach, to inform 
ourselves about it with any degree of accuracy? After you 
hay all said your say, we readers, I fear, will be left about 
where you found us, Why should the Spiritualist and 
Materialist continue this argument. The Spiritualist does 
not claim that we Materialists will not exist, or will be 
** burnt up root and branch,” er that we will ever be separ- 
ated from our loved ones of the Spiritualistic faith, if we 
hav any such. Why, then, should there be ‘war to the 
knife" between us, or any war at all? The truth of the 
matter seems plain to me. Both of these classes of Liberals 
should work together. They should form themselves into 
line of battle—that is, they should form auxiliary Liberal 
Leagues until the list of Leagues is g0 long that when THE 
TRUTH SEEKER undertakes to publish it, a supplement will 
be required of about sixteen pages. In the mean time the 
great questions pertaining to this world will require much 
attention, The things of that ‘‘ better land " will keep until 
we shall hav arranged matters on earth more to our satisfac- 
tion, 

There is one great question which, if I mistake not, 
remains for the Liberals of America to settle, and I believe 
they are equal tothe task. It is that of the emancipation of 
labor. Liberals of America, I am certain that I but put 
jnto words the thoughts of thousands of our number when 
I say that the work of emancipating the mind should go 
hand in hand with the work of emancipating labor. 

I hav noticed that there is an aversion among some of our 
Writers (prominent among this class is Robert Gunther, of 
this state) to the subject of labor emancipation, They are 
ever ready to cry, “‘ Communism 1" **Anarchy!" or, ** They 
want usto divide.” Gunther talks as follows (see TRUTH 
SEEKER of Feb. 28th, p. 185): “Take to the spade and 
shovel, and leave the pen alone. When the United States 
Shall hav doubled or tripled its population, there will be 
work enough for all; nor is there any want of work now. 
There are millions of acres of productive soil in the United 
States which can be had for the taking of them.” ‘Tell 
your Socialists to take their hands out of their pockets and 
try to turn up something instead of clamoring and allowing 
themselves to be turned,” etc. Such cries and such talk 
show the writer to be in a state of ignorance, indifference, 
or foolish fear. Many are surprisingly ignorant of the 
whole subject from want of thought, This is probably the 
case with Mr, Gunther. In fact, ‘his speech betrayeth 
him," Would he hav these men who cannot find employ- 
ment enough where they are to make a living start out 
West and take up homesteads ? What nonsense! How 
shall this be done? As they hav no money to pay railroad 
fare, they will of course-be obliged to walk, They cannot 
take their wives and children, 80 we suppose these must be 

- left to starve or beg. As they cannot purchase horses, oxen, 
plows, etc., they must borrow or '*take to the spade and 
shovel.” These men hav not the wherewith to build houses, 
so they must either liv in a hut ora hole in the ground. 
We know not what they would eat unlessit be grass, A 
pretty hard lot truly! Put down the pen, Robert, or try 
another subject. 

Those having but little knowledge of the subject are 
generally men who hav been fortunate in business or hav 


been set up in life by parenta, or who, like Washington, hav 
married a rich widow. We know. not which of these has 
been Bro, Gunther's good fortune, but would wager that he 
is no poor man. 

The number who are in a atate of indifference to the fact 


that there are in our own boasted country millions of labor- . 


ers and their families whose lives are miserable, whose hopes 
are eternally blasted, and whose mental capacities are never 
developed on account of the perplexities and troubles arising 
from the difficulties of making an honest living, we beliéve 
is small among Liberals. Whether Spirituai or Material, we 
hav ever found Liberals battling for human righta and equal 
rights, As to those who are in a state of fear, they are gen- 
erally those who hav in some legal manner stolen their 
wealth, and are afraid of some rampant system of Com- 
munism that will compel them to divide. We think their 
fears are groundless, and their cries a bugbear held up to 
stem the tide of labor emancipation. 

Professor Huxley, in an address delivered in this country 
in 1876, said: * As you grow more people, and the pressure 


of population makes itself manifest, the specter of pauper-. 


ism will stalk among you, and you will be very unlike 
Europe if Communism and Socialism do not claim to be 
heard, I cannot imagine anyone should envy you this 
great destiny, for a great destiny it is to solve these problems 
some way or other. 


Great will be your honor, great will be | 


your position, if you solve them righteously and honestly; 


great your shame and your misery if you fail.” 

This state of things already exists. The claims of Social- 
ism may be heard ; the claims of sand-lotters may be heard; 
the claims of rioters and strikers may ever and anon be 


heard.. Hundreds of thousands of strong men, with willing - 
The terrible suffering of their pov- | 


hearts, are idle to-day. 
erty-stricken families is too well known to all who hav cared 
for the poor. A few more labor-saving machines, a little 
more centralization of capital, and a few millions more of 


emigrants, and the very pillars of society will begin to shake.. 


There is no use in denying facts. If we Liberals intend to 


reform and benefit mankind, we must take things as we find | 
If, as Mr. Leland demonstrates, Christian morality . 


them. 
is not natural morality, then let us commence preaching and 
practicing natural morality. If society is so unwisely organ- 
ized that noble men and women can scarcely exist, though 
exerting every energy; if lives by the million are thus to be 
wasted and miseries untold be suffered; if labor-saving ma- 
chines are to prove a curse when reason says they should 
shorten and lighten the hours of labor, and thus prove a 
blessing to all, then, in the name of reason and humanity; 
let us commence to reorganize society. Of what practical 
use is the principle that men are created free and equal if 
they are not to remain so through life? The important 


question is not, How are we created ? or How will we die ?; 


but How shall we liv? Shall one half of mankind be for- 
ever the slaves of labor, or shall labor be emancipated by 
reorganizing society in some form of co-operative colonies, 
as, for example that of the ‘‘ York Farming and Manufac- 
turing Association?" If Mr. H. E. Sharp, president of the 
above, has not solved the problem, then he has Certainly 
come somewhere near the mark. No system is expected to 
be perfect at first. I commend to the readers of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER his address to our ''wise business men,” 
etc.; also, the Constitution and By-laws of the above asso- 
ciation, To me the principles he has laid down seem to be 
the only true method of labor emancipation, and of settling 
the great issue between labor and capital. They will bear 
the most critical examination. Here we hav community 
but no Communism, and a way to go West and still remain 
in civilization. (See TRUTH SEEKER, page 217.) 

In conclusion, let me again urge the propriety of discus- 
sion on this subject and all important questions pertaining 
to this world in preference to those of any other. Will not 
our ‘‘ wise men” who write so ably on other subjects take 
up this one also ? F. T. WHEELER, 


Germantown, Cal., April 15, 1880, 
i ot or 


Citizen Train to Citizen Bennett. 


CITIZEN D. M, BENNETT, THE LAST BASTILED TRUTH SEEKER, 


CARE LIBERAL COMMITTEE, CHICKERING HALL! 


MADISON SQUARE, P. E. 51. 
Congratulationg! Galileo! i 
Kneeland! Bruno! Comstock must go 
When you consent! Welcome old friend 
Back! They could neither break nor bend 
Your will! Both Abbot and Bundy 
Are swamped! Lost in Bay of Fundy! 
Their Mary and Magdalene lie, 
Was Boomerang that made them die ! 


TRUTH SEEKER rode them on rail 

For striking TRUTH SEEKER in Jail! 
The more they lied the more your friends, 
Parton! Wright! Ingersoll! Made amends, 
With Foote! Slenker! and the host 

Of Truth Seekers to kill that Ghost!: 
They backed Macdonald with stamps 

To show up all the Obscene Scamps! 
Where are they now? Of course they die 
Out of sight! Killed by Obscene lie! 

Your new departure will surprise 

Those who outraged you with their lies! 

I congratulate your noble wife 

Who'd defend you with her life ! 

And TRUTH SEEKER who bound to win 
Stood by the guns through thick and thin. 


In Convicts Stripes. 


Now take at once the lecture stage, 
In felon’s clothes and lead the Age! 
Let Jerusalem’s goblin hosts 

Of Bible Gods and Zion Ghosts 


Alone! Pulpits hav had their day! 
Live issues ncw are things that pay! 

' Tar TRUTH SEEKER, whose writings bold 
Through crucible refined the gold l : 
Should now expose the Comstock Fraud, l, 
And force the Public to applaud! x 
Show up the Jail! Repeal the Law. ! : 

Wage in earnest the Obscene War ! 
While you from Jail make Zion lurch 
Cowley in stripes will speak for Church! 
An outraged “Priest” and ‘‘ Infidel” 
In Convict’s Stripes will giv them * L.” 
The first convict in Felon’s Stripes, 
Exposing Bar and Bond in types 

From Bastile life will Educate 

The Nation through Truth’s Syndicate 
Of TRUTH SEEKERS! Show up the Bastile! 
Prove how Lawyers and Judges Steal 
Man’s Liberty! Bench should be kicked 
In form of Judge Benedict ! 

: The Comstock-Colgate crowd are caught ! 
You've got them where the hair is short! 

By always wearing Convict clothes 
You strike down X with deadly blows ! 

In Hall! Church! Street! Boat, and Car! 
Your Stripes will set the land sjar, 

An “ Ad” that wears a Comstock shroud 
For Colgate and his Zion Crowd ! 


Comstock Caught! 


If Comstock’s mission is not donc 

Why don't he arrest Peterson ? 

Reynolds! Eugene Sue! Paul de Kock! 
Dumas! Cupid's Yokes! Gave no such Shock 
As Zola! What is there plainer 

Than Comstock’s fear of touching ‘‘ Nana?” 
He leaves the Millionaire 

To force TRUTH SREKER to Prison fare! 
Peterson's Book is fairer test - 

Of Law! Unless he orders arrest . 

Of Publishers, Congress is Caught ! 
Peterson would his fortune spend 

To fight the Law to bitter end ? 

Zion would hav a startled look ! 


Stamping Bible an Obscene Book! — 


Your Felon Clothes on Stage and Street, 

Will hang on lamppost the Comstock '* Beat!" 
Btorm this country! then go abroad 

And make Exeter Hall applaud! 

Bring down the House! Your Artichokes 
Will choke them with your Cupid's Jokes ! 
(Inclosed is Comstock Epigram 

Showing up Congress’ Obscene Sham, 

And if you like I'll follow up 

Those comments and impale the '* Pup!”) 


Gro. Francis TRAIN. ` 
_ — 99 — —— —— 


Reply to Geo. W. Chapman, M. D, 


DEAR Brg : In reply to your “Open Letter” in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER of April 24th, I would say, in my judg- 
ment, an effort to comply with your request, to giv 
you proof of immortality that you can comprehend 
with your peculiar ''faculties " and accept as proof, 
would be attended by as great diffüculties as an effort 
to create a human being out of a man’s rib, or a piece 
of primary rock by some short process independent of 
evolution, You declare that your five senses and the fac- 
ulty which proves to you the existence of Paris and Cal- 
cutta, are all you know anything about, and you foolishly 
expect that the measure that fits you will fit everybody 
else. 

I think I alluded in the article you criticise to the difficul- 
ties in the way of your comprehending spiritual forces and 
entities, when I wrote of *' possibilities ” that are yet latent 
hav ten talents who hide them, others five, and others one, 
in the race, You remember ''the good book” says, some 
but I am of the opinion that some havn't any at all, unless 
they existin a latent conditon. For such I hav the greatest 
Charity. I know that means are necessary to ‘the accom- 
plishment of ends, thereforé, I never censuré or sneer at 
those who cannot comprebend a fact or idea. You say you 
hav tried the five senses for half a century, and hav now 
come to a stand still, can go no further. I am not at all 
surprised that under the circumstances, without the means 
of ''spiritual discernment,” you should conclude that 
** Death does end all,” and that ‘an appeal to the five 
senses (for proof) is played out,” 

Friend Chapman, that “faculty ” of yours should hav 
told you that others may possess what you do not, and vice 
versa, that yourself may not be a proper standard by which 
to judge the whole human race, therefore, by a little strat- 
egy on your part you might hav made us believe you were 
verifying the good old maxim, * A wise man keepeth a 
close mouth," Every rule has its exception, If you possess 
no spiritual discernment, it does not prove a want of itin 
others. I hav found others besides yourself who lack this 


| beautiful gift, who will no doubt when they reach spirit 


life be as difficult to convince that they are spirits, as that 
they are now spirits dwelling in their tabernacles of flesh, 
Mr. H. W. Boozer, in the same issue argues in favor of 
“conditional immortality,” and I confess, when I find a 
total lack of Spirituality, when there is not the least glim- 
mer of it, as in your case. I fear there are indeed good 
grounds for such a belief, yet I would not discourage any- 
ou’: who is honestly struggling for light. I hav heard you 
ery, *' Come over to Macedonia,” and I'll come to the best 
of my ability. There is certainly hope in the idea that you 
may hav this gift undeveloped, and that evolution may yet 
arouse the latent possibilities of your soul, if you hav one, 
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You say, if I should tread on your toes, or, if you should 


retaliate and giv me an unmerciful thrashing, your eye-` 
sight would enable you to see the cause of the pain pro-. 


duced. Now, that ''faculty" which enables you to prove 


the existence of Paris and Calcutta ought to hav told you. 


‘that not the toes, or fis}, or club was the cause of the pain, 
butthe mind back of them, If that is the kind of reasoning 
that “faculty ” does for you, and if that is a sample of the 
science or knowledge it grinds out, I should advise that it 
be put out as farmers do sheep—‘‘to double.” If one is 


going to hunt for a cause, it is not wise to shout '' Eureka," , 


&nd pretend to hav found it unless such is really the case. 


You say “ humanity is a bubble.” Well, I begin to think ' 


80 myself, or, with Boozer, that it may be such condi-! 
tionally. 

Again, you say ‘We hav so much psuedo-philosophy 
trying to be palmed off on the credulous, that it needs great 
exertion to expose these impostors,” 

Now, friend Chapman, if that is really your honest 
opinion, L must say with brother Babcock, ''it is a little 


touzh," and know if you ''spare the rod you spoil the 


child," therefore, I do love you for your candor, and for 


your ** great exertions " in our behalf. Now, brother Chap- , 


man, if you need any more light, or if you think I do, or 
if you hav kept anything back about this ''psuedo- -philoso- | 
phy," or ** these impostors," I insist on your speaking right 
out. : This is a free rostrum, so far as I am concerned. 
Lowell, Mich,, April 24, 1880. E. A. CHAPMAN. 


Origin of Life, etc. 


The child receives its physical form from its mother, the 


seed of the spirit from the father, otherwise there would be : 


no need of opposites, as male and female. The life-princi- 
ples ¢ existed With the father before conception teok place. 
or is this an isolated case, but so with all animals. Hens 


will lay eggs, but those eggs 3 will not bring forth chicks with. : 


out the interference of the male. If I could be convinced 
that external nature was the evolving principle, I might 
believe as you do, but I fail to see that it is so. C. 


Friend C.: It is evident to me that the child receives the 

physical form as well as the mental (or spirit) from both 
parents alike. It inherits the form, features, and predilec- 
tions of both; it resembles both, and is really à part of both, 
in every fibre of its being. The egg is as much alive before 
it is impregnated as after, though itis like a seed that is 
not placed where it can germinate. It will only retain its 
vitality a certain length of time. A dead egg—one that has 
been boiled or has become rotten—has no life and cannot 
become impregnated. Oxygen and hydrogen, if united, 
form water; if kept apart, both are only elements of water, 
and not water itself. Flour and water wil make bread if 
mixed, but dry flour will not do it, nor will water, if baked 
by itself. The elements of life are in matter, and when 
'they come together under favorable circumstances, life is 
‘produced, evolved, and generated, but not created. To liv 
is just as much a natural process as it is to die. Life, asa 
‘whole, is eternal, but no one identity is so. 

As to Spiritualism, there may be phenomena that are 
incomprehensible under the present development of science 
and philosophy; but I think time will solve what now 
seems mysterious. There isso much humbug and deceit 
among mediums that it is hard to tell wilful deceivers from 
real performers. Some are Belf-deceived, and some practice 
deception from a desire of fame or pecuniary recompense. 
Now there has been an immense furor here for months 

‘concerning a Mr. Miller over in Scott county. The man 
gave out that he had prayed for twelve years that God 
would giv him the gift of healing, and at last he gave out 
that he had received it, and his house was besieged night 
and day for months. Carloads of sick, lame, halt, and 
blind visited him. Report said hundreds threw aside 
crutches and went off cured, and the blind from birth had 
sight given them. But though only a little way off, not one 
could Isee that had been there. At last a young man, 
drawn up double from a child, went from here, and all said, 
“ [f he is cured we will believe.” He came back just as he 
went. The doctor said the joint water was dried up and 
a cure was impossible. Said I, '* If God givs the power he 
can create new joint water.” But right here let me say that 
all this is no proof that all magnetic healers are humbugs, 
but that many are and all may beso. My advice is, read, 
study, investigate, and seek for truth as it is in nature. 

Snowville, Va. ELMINA D. BLENKER. 


Organization of a League at Lowell, Michigan. 


At the meeting held in Train’s Hall, Lowell, Michigan, 
` last Sunday, May 16th, an organization of an auxiliary 
Liberal League was effected, with thirty-five charter mem- 
bers and the following officers: President, J. M, Matthew- 
son; Secretary, Chandler Johnson; Treasurer, Mrs, George 
Bisbee. Much enthusiasm prevailed, and it is confidently 
expected that Lowell will soon hav one of the largest and 
most effective Leagues in Michigan, 

The Liberals of Lowell ars determined that those who are 
stealing away the liberties and rights of the people, shall be 
thwarted in their unholy purpose; that a union of church 
and state shall not be accomplished; that church property 
ghall be taxed; the Bible and all religious instruction be 
expelled from our public schools; that no more public 
funds shall be appropriated for religious purposes; that 
free speech, free press, free mails, and equal rights shall be 
secured to all the people, irrespective of religious opinions, 
and that this government shall be purged of all corruption 
until, in truth, it becomes the land of universal liberty. 

Rev. J. H. Burnham, of Saginaw City, addressed the 
meeting in the ‘Jorenoon on the ** Objects and Work of the 
League,” and ia the evening on ''Design in the Universe 
According to 'I'heology as Viewed in the Light of Reason.” 
The conclusion. was that all sufferings, pains, diseases, 


pestilences, malarias, poisons, cruelties, misfortunes, and 
evilin the world were designed by the same being that 
designed the good, therefore, if there is a God, heis infi- 
nitely bad as well as good. In his next lecture—whick will 
probably be some time in July—he will explain how things 
are as they are, or evolution. Mr, Burnham, we consider, 
has but few equals and no superiors on the rostrum. 
CHANDLER JOHNSON, 
Lowell, Mich., May 10, 1880. Bec, Lowell L. L. 
A gei acaso 


|| From Friends in California. 
OrrioR or Taz FRERTHINERR, 

608 WasHINGTON STREET. i 
| To THE EDITOR or Tae Trura SEEKER, Sir: The 
cruel and merciless persecution which you, as & representa- 
tive Freethinker, hav suffered at the hands of the Christian 
, bigots, Judge Benedict, Anthony Comstock & Co., has 
aroused the deepest indignation in the hearts of all friends 
‘of Freethought. Telegrams announcing the spirited and 
magnificent reception you received at Chickering Hall were 
published in the daily journals here, and to-day several 
copies of Truth, the brilliant New York daily, hav been re- 
ceived with a very full account of the historical event in 
‘which you were the central figure. The inhumanity of 
President Hayes in not pardoning you, knowing as he did 
i that you committed no offense against the law, is a dark 
: stain upon the life of the accidental President. But you 
endured your incarceration like'a man, a Freethinker, and a 
hero, The Freethinkers of the Pacitic coast, and they are 
legions, congratulate you on your freedom ‘and are with 
‘you heart and soul in your work of shattering and annihila- 
ting that accursed thing called superstition. I hav the 
pleasure of translating for Tug TRUTH BEEEER two edito- 
rial articles from the Italian journals published in this city. 
, They speak for themselves in ringing tones, and are as 
i follows: 

PERSECUTING AN INFIDEL. 

History repeats itself, In every place and age the fanatics 
hav been the bitter persecutors of the defenders of truth. 
The blind bigots cannot endure that they are shown up in 
‘their true colors, that the so-called mysteries through which 
they deceive the people are exposed. These Christian fa- 
natics raise an infamous cry against those who cannot con- 
scientiously believe in superstition, and who will not act 
the hypocrite in deceiving the credulous, These intolerant 
enemies of light and reason are capable of committing any 
crime and carrying out the most base and villainous ven- 
geance to ruin men who are superior to them, men who 
devote their lives to the cause of humanity. D. M. Bennett 
of the New York TRUTH SEEKER has been a victim of the 
persecutions of these god-eating banditti. [Here follows a 
statement of the Comstock decoy and the legal or rather 
ilegal aspects of the case.] Mr. Bennett was not the 
&uthor of the book for the selling of which he was sent to 
the penitentiary, neither is it obscene. This charge was 
merely trumped up to ruin him and his Freethought publi- 
cation house, At last he is out of prison. The Freethink- 
ers of the East hav given him a grand ovation. The Bible 
worshipers hav not gained their point for TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER has been carried on and is more influential than 
ever, Bennett is a free man. The fidelity of his friends 
was worthy of the great cause and merits the highest praise. 
We join with him and them in congratulations,—Za Voce 
del Popolo, May 't, 1880, 

RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE. 


The priests and bigots, regardless of the sects to which 
they belong, resemble each other in intoleraace and fanati- 
cism. It is in this particular that all the believers in religion 
and sects hav an affinity amongst them, and are alike in the 
subtle and iniquitous manner in which they make war 
against their adversaries in the attempt to annihilate them. 
Ii may be said that the Jesuitic school, on the side of 
Catholicism, has not alone & prerogative in this respect, but 
the Protestants partake of it, for they seem to hav adopted 
the maxims of Loyola, In proof of this, we hav the harsh 
war which the Protestants hav waged against the Free- 
thinker, D. M. Bennett, of New York, editor of TRE TRUTR 
SEEKER, and author of various works on the liberty of 
thought. Not being able to make an open attack, not 
having the courage to combat his doctrines, and wishing to 
absolutely overthrow and ruin him, they had recourse to 
an infernal stratagem, by which it will be seen how subtle, 
infamous, and Jesuitical were the arts used. The notorious 
Anthony Comstock, of the organization called the Young 
Men's Christian Association, through means of a decoy 
letter, sent to Mr. Bennett for a certain book, and, when 
sent to him, Comstock turned around and had Mr. Bennett 
arrested for sending obscene matter through the mails. 
Bennett is a man over sixty years of age, is a gentleman in 
the full sense of the term, yet he was found guilty and 
sentenced to thirteen months in the penitentiary for having 
sent the book to a person who proved to be Anthony Com- 
stock under a false name, Behold the spirit of the fanatics, 
the impostors of religion! 

Bennett has recently been liberated, having served his 
full term, and the Freethinkers of the East gave hima 
grand banquet in honor of the occasion in New York.. The 
believers in Freethought, during the incarceration of the 
illustrious Freethinker, contributed funds liberally to keep 
Taz TRUTH SEEKER alive, as a protest in the face of his 
infamous persecutors, who thus hav failed in the principal 
motive of their persecution, ”—La Scintilla Italiana, May 11. 


A BIT OF INTERESTING INFORMATION. 


I will briefly state that there are 35,000 Italian-Americans 
on the Pacific Coast, and yet they hav neither priest nor 
church, and what is more, nor will they hav, either. Arch- 
bishop Alemany has recently tried to procure funds to build 
a Catholic church for the Italian p^rvl:!ion of this city, but 


signally failed. La Voce del Popolo unflinchingly opposed 
the scheme, and to the firm but judicious course of its editor 
and proprietor, G. B. Cevasco, is largely due the failure. 
Mr. Cevasco is a true and fearless Liberal and an out-and- 
out Freethinker. Fully nine-tenths of our Italian popula- 
tion are Freethinkers; aad a more industrious, temperate, 
and respectable element of the city’s population in general 
is not in our midst. I hav no doubt that thousands of the 
readers of TNE TRUTH SEEKER will be astonished to learn 
that the Italians of this state are Freethinkers, but the fact 
that they will hav neither priest nor church is evidence 
that they hav concluded to do their own praying whenever 
it is necessary to do so. They hav had all they want of 
priests and religion. 
Yours in the glorious cause of Freethought, 
San Francisco, Oal., May 12, 1880. BYRON ADONIS. 


* Spiritualism and Liberalism.” 


To TEE EDITOR of THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: A point 
made by Bro, E, C. Walker in your issue of April 24th de- 
serves emphaais in further expression of its eminent sound- 
ness. He says: “I decidedly object to the use of the phrase 
*Liberalists and Spiritualists.’ It would indicate that 
Spiritualists are not Liberals,” Notwithstanding our 
perfect acquiescence in the above, yet, once upon a time, 
through a typographical blunder, an article headed ** Spirit- 
ualism in Literature ” appeared in print ‘‘ Spiritualism and 
Liberalism,” killing dead by its irrelevancy the subject 
matter thereof and helping the author, who was the present 
writer, to undeserved literary criticism. The latter mor- 
tification, however, was nothing compared with being 
represented as accepting the phrase as an appropriate cog- 
nomen for those with whom we took & professed place; and 
we now feel that this point made by Bro, Walker should 
hav & complete showing up. 

The indication above referred to might offset the unpleas- 
ant Circumstance of other shades of belief and disbelief 
hanging on to the Spiritualistic kite; but it would hav given 
evidence of nobility of character if, in & practical work 
such as Liberals are engaged in, Spiritualists would drop all 
disposition to drag their ism into it, and unite with Leagues 
purposely organized for the preservation of our constitu. 
tional liberties ; or, as they recently did in Philade!phia, 
where there was none, at once organize new Leagues and 
work as though interested for their success. 

And why not? Why was there ever any far-fetched and 
strained effort at organization under the ambiguous, 
misleading—not square and truthful, but contradictory— 
name of “ Spiritualists and Liberalists ?” Simply because, 
in violation of the teachings of Spiritualism, parties seeking 
power through the world-worn channels of money and 
popularity, with those who gave their acceptance, deemed 
it a wise thing to bow the servile knee to the Grundy ged ag 
a means to such ends, hoping by the accession of members 
and the addition of their means to make an array of respect- 
ability that would insure success. Without confidence in 
the dignity that always pertains to a just cause, or in the 
power and sufficiency of the truths of Spiritualism, they 
aspired for the fleshpots of the world’s old methods, and 
through cunning and more or less false presentation of 
things, sought a temporary success in the way of external 
propagandism, the modus operandi of which the light of time 
must surely afterward reveal. Spiritual things and spiritual 
truths are not based upon policies, methods, or studied 
falsities, but, like Humboldt’s science, upon law, and, in 
this case, the law of inflexible justice and exact and 
undeviating truth and truthfulness. The phrase “ Spirit- 
ualists and Materialists ” describes faithfully two classes of 
minds. *' Liberals” embrace these, and also religionists of 
every shade who may love the right more than the sect to 
which they belong. I think each person in the Liberal 
army should so personally conduct himself or herself in 
kindness to all humanity—should so separate in their 
action the individual from the individual's errors—as to win 
the cordial co-operation of those who may most widely 
differ from them in opinion in the real and practical work 
of the hour, which is the regaining of the liberties which 
were bequeathed to us by the men of 1776, and which are 
now already being torn from us, one precious bulwark after 
another. Strange, when the hand of the tyrant is already 
clutching eur throat, that we can devote ourselves to 
contriving how we can obtain some of our neighbors’ 
external power and influence, with which to ride forward 
on popularity’s wave ! Strange, too, when truth’s portals 
open wide, with invitation to come in and partake of its 
freshness and life, we can turn away to the world’s hypo- 
Critical barrenness, to gain approbation of the crowds that 
throng the way to death ! 

Weak-kneed Spiritualists, when they feel faint in their 
supports, should remember Garrison and his stanch fight 
for human liberty as a natural right of all, without color 
exceptions, and see how, in the march of time, events 
demonstrated his wisdom as well as his iusight. 

Grand Rapids, Mich, H. W. Boozzr. 


WANTED, at West Pawlet, Vt., a minister who will 
preach hell and damnation, and board himself. He must 
be under forty and over twenty years of age, and hava 
strong constitution.and money in the bank. He must know 
nothing and preach nothing but Christ and him crucifled 
and hell and damnation. He must be able to picture hell 
to the old folks in such a frightful manner that they 
will deed their farms to the society, and make the young 
folks come to Jesus in flocks. He must be without wife or 
family; and must board at the hotel. He must know how 
to blow and blackguard Spiritualism and Infidelity, and 
especially the church across the Way and the Liberal 
League. A situation for life will be given to such a minis- 
ter, P, B.—None other than Baptist ministers need apply. 
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How Reads the Record? 


A Western patron sends us the following letter: 

' MARIONVILLE, Mo., May 12, 1880. 

M. B. TuunsrON, Esq.: Through the kindness of a friend 
I came in possession of a copy of THE TRUTH BEEEER, in 
whieh I find your letter addressed to the editor of TEHE 
TRUTH SEEKER, Mr. D. M. Bennett. . In this letter you con- 
gratulate him (the editor) on his speedy recovery from a pree 
tracted illness, together with his being a so much better man 
than Jesus & Co, (using your terms of expression). the fo'- 
mer of which I heartily join with you; the latter. I would 
say I most seriously. doubt, therefore cannot join with you. 

Now, sir, your letter arouses my sympathy for you, and 
also my curiosity to know where in this broad land you get 
matter on which to predicate your assertions ([ can’t call it 
See from the faci I don't think you can think as you 
talk. ] : 

Now, sir, permit me to ask you the following questions: 

1. Please tell me, through the columns of Tue TRUTH 
SEERERB, where you find in the Bible that Jesus ever com- 
manded those that would not hav him rule over them 
brought beforé him ‘and slain ? l l 

-9. Where do you ‘get your grounds for believing that 
Jesus’ curse was placed upon the fig-tree in winter? 

3 Please tell me. where iu the Bible you find anything 
'that conveys ihe idea to your mind that Jesus cver lashed 
apy people with a thong? A 

4 Where do you find anything in the Bible declaring that 
God ever commanded his people to ell tneir spoilt meat or 
carrion to strangers? à : 

b. P 
I may knew that God ever slew such a vast multitude ot. 

eople for the mere cause of ons having raised a certain 
ittle box-lid ? 

. Now, sir, until you giv me those references I shall remain 
in my present belief, and that is, tbat you hav nothing to 
. Warrant you in euch assertions. I hope you hav nerve 
evough to search for these things, and when you f»il to flud 
them, which you will most certainly do, come out like a 
man and confess your hitherto absurd ideas to him who is 
‘full of loving mercy and faithful- to forgive (the one in 
three and the three in one). Yours in humanity, jen 
: M. W RICE. 


' © REPLY. —NÑot understanding whether Mr. Thurston pro- 
"poses to reply to the above, we will take this occasion to 


briefly do so. If he sends on a response we will of course 
giv it a place, At all events, the queries should be 
“answered, , 


` 1. If Mr. W, will turn to the nineteenth chapter of Luke, 
in the parable of the ten pieces of money, in the twenty- 
_ sixth and twenty-seventh verses, ha will read the following 
. words, spoken by Jesus: ‘‘ For I say unto you, that urto 
every one which hath shall be given; and from him that 

` hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him, 

But those mine enemies which would not that I should 

Yeign over them, bring hither and slay before me.” 

2. Itit was notin the winter that Jesus went to the fig- 
tree expecting to find fruit thereon, and, not finding fruit, 
cursed the tree, it was at Jeast in the season of the year 
when no figs should hav been looked for. Mark xi, 13, in 
narrating the circumstance, says, '' For the time of figs was 
not yet.” lt matters little, so far as the cursing was con- 
cerned, whether it was done in the winter, when the tree 
had neither leaves nur fruit upon it, or in the spring, when 
there were leaves, but no figs, It was just as unreasonable 
to look for figs in the spring-time, before the blossoming 
had taken place, as in the winter, after the leaves had 
fallen. The anger of Jesus, because no figs were found, 
was as uncalled for in the one season as the other. But, 
according to Mark, the cursing must hav been very effect- 

‘ual, for on the evening of the same day after the cursing 
. . was performed, in passing by the same unfortunate tree, it 
was found to be dried up aod withered to its very roots. 
According to Matthew, however, the withering seems to 
hav been instantaneous, as it took place before Jesus and 
his disciples left the tree to pass on to Jerusalem, while, as 
observed, Mark has it that the withering aud death of the 
tree was not perceived till after they had passed the day in 
the city and they were upon their return, ‘This is one of the 
many little discrepancies in the story told of Jesus by the 
four writers called Evangelists; aud in this case, like many 
- others, the reader is placed in the position of the man who 
went to see the representation of Daniel in the lions’ den, 
when he innocently asked which was Daniel and which 
were the lions, was told by the exhibitor that as he had paid 
his money he could take his choice. 

8. lf Mr. W. will turn to John ii, 14, 15, he will find it 
recorded that when Jesus went into the temple and found 
those there who sold oxen, sheep, and doves, and the 
changers of money sitting around, he made a scourge of 
small cords and drove them a.l out of the temple, and the 
sheep and oxen; and that he also poured out the chargers’ 
money and overthrew their tables. Webster, in defining 
pe meaning of scourge, says it is a lash, a strap, or cord, 


lease giv me reference to Scripture or history whereby 


e*pecially one used to irflict pain. To scourge is to whip 
feverely; to lash; to punish with severity; to chastise. A 
thong, he eays, is a strap of leather. A scourge, then, is 


. much the same thing as a thong, and, if there is any differ- 


énce, the scourge is the more severe. It: certainly seems 
like pretty rough treatment for the son of the Divine Being 
to beat peaceable people with a scourge or thong. Ifit was 
necessary that oxen, sheep, and dovés should be cffered up 
to appease the wrath of the Divine Father, or to secure his 
mercy, it was a convenience to the people for those useful 
animals to be kept for sale, and the rudeness and severity 
of the son seem out of place. 

4. Deuteronomy xiv. 21, reads thus: ''Ye shall not eat 
of anything that dieth of itself ; thou shalt giv it unto the 
stranger that is in thy gates that he may eat it; or thou 
mayest sell it unto an alien, for thou art & holy people unto 
the Lord thy God; thou shalt not seethe a kid in his, moth- 
er's milk." ] : 

This quotation shows most clearly that while God was 
unwilling that his holy, chosen people should eat any 
animal that died itself, he had no objections that it should 
be givento strangers and aliens. Those, probably, were not 
children of his, and he did not care what offensive or dis- 
eased food they ate. ; : 

5. Mr. W. has only to turn to the fourth cliapter of 1 
Samuel to find how the Philistines, after having the ark of 
the Lord—a simple box about four feet equare—in their 
country seven months, finding it a troublesome and mis- 
chievour piece of furniture, called upon their priests and 
divines to decide what should be done w.th it, when it was de- 
termined to send it back to the Jews, where it belonged; but 
deeming it not quite the handsome thing to return it empty, 
therefore they placed in this box—in which the God of 
Israel was supposed to make his residence—five golden eme- 
rods and five golden mice. And they made a new cart and 
yoked before it two new miich cows, whose calves ‘had not 
yet been weaned, and on this cart was placed the mysterious 
box called the ark, when the two cows without a driver left 
their calves, which were taken from them, and hauled the 
antique box toward Beth-shemesh, which was in the country 
bélonging to the children of Israel. As the cows went low- 
ing along the road, either feeling very proud that they were 
hauling such a valuable treasure, or mourning because they 
were thus compelled to Jeave their hungry calves at home, 
the attention of over fifty thousand men, who happened to 
be at work in a harvest-field, was attracted to the’ heavenly 
fieight which the young cows were hauling, and they *‘ lifted 


^u» their eyes” at the glad display. They recognized the ark 


of tbe Lord, and rejoiced to see it coming back to them. 
To express their joy thereat they offered up to God the 
two young cows as à burnt.offering, using the cart as fuel 
for the purpose. It was on this occasion that one of the 
children of lerae!, feeling a curiosity to see the condition of 
the inside of the box, gently raised the lid to satisfy his 
curiosity; but this little circumstance offended God so highly 
that he slew’50,070 men forthe act. One man only raised 


"the lid of the box, and for that offense 50,069 innocent men 


p 


were killed. Waiving the probability of between fifty and 
a hundred thousand men being at work in a single harvest- 
field (though their farming operations must hav been very 
extensive), it caunot be denied that the punishment of 
putting to death over fifty thousand men for such a trivial 
affair as ra‘sing the lid of an old box was a most unfeeling 
act for a merciful God to be gui:ty of, and the friends of the 
slain must hav wished the box had remained with tbe Phil- 
istines, . -. . : : 

: If Mr. W. is satisfied with the authorities and references 
he calls for, he will doubtless decide, and confess where the 
absurd ideas are, and Whether the God of the Jews was 
really a being "full of loving mercy and faithful to forgive” 
his children. 


A Message from the Lord. 


FROM THE MOUTH OF OR WRITTEN BY THE HAND OF THE 
PROPHET, A. A. TANNER, VERBATIM ET LITERATIM, 


. Union Uran 
REVELATION THROUGH A, A. TANNER TO D. M, BENNETT. 

. May th 14 1880 
Thus, saith the Lord to D; M. Bennett you are com- 
manded to worsip me the truee and living God I am Alpha 
and Omega the beginng and end and besige me there is no 
God neatber shall you worship any other God but me, for I 
am Jehovah th Great I. A, M. my powr is Infinite and 
beyond th understanding of man. Feer ye lest my judg- 
ment come upon you in an hour when you least exspect it. 
W hen ye shall be cast of from ray presence forever, never 
to return again. For I the Lord command you to repent 
and if you repent not you can have no forgivness neather in 
this world nor in the world to come, Wharefore you shall 


'be as Baton desireing to do evle to overcome good. But it 


shall not be in your power to acomplish your designes. For 
unto whosoever [ have Commanded: I have given them 
power to overcome evle And they are my servents who obey 
my covenence and keep my Commandments and unto sutch 
it sball be given to enheit the kingdom of Heavon and to be 
crownd with Eternal Glorey forever Amen. 


REMARKS,—The most that can be said to the foregoing is 
that there is just about the same amount of proof that the 
Lord spoke by the prophet Tanner as that he did by the 
prophets Samuel, Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, 
Habbakkuk, Daniel, and Joe Smith, but it is to be regretted 
that if the Lord in this intellectual age of the world finds it 
necessary to call upon a prophet to write his word for him 
be cannot find some one who can spell decently, one 
who knows better than to spell suck s—-u-t-c-h, covenants 
€-o-v-:-n-t-n-c-e, evil e-v-l-a, Satan B-a-i-o-n, servants 
£-e-1-v-t-n-t-s, glory g—!—c-:--y, etc., etc. It is possible 
that the Lord don't know how to spell avy better himself, as 
he has very little respect for knowledge and was very 
unwilling that his first children should partake of the fruit 
which grew upon the tree by tha& name, But even though 


he was a very poor speller in the first place, and never made 


|any use of vowels in spelling words, it would seem that by 


a practice of five thousand years he ought to.be able to apell. 
such, glory, servants, and simple words. of that kind, cor- 
rectly, or it may be just a bad spell which came over bim in 
connection with his prophet Tanner. Or possibly, again, it. 
may be that he is trying to introduce a new system of spell- 
ing reform, as that is one of the improvements of the day. 
But if neither of these is the case, and he wishes to spell cor- 
rectly, we would advise him in selecting a prophet to speak 
and write for him to look around a little further and not 
take up with such a blockhead as A. A. Tanner proves him- 
self to be. There are still a few men of faith willing to 
speak for their god who are not such consummate fools as 
this man demonstrates himself to be. : 

It is to be inferred that the prophet A. A. Tanner wishes 
it to be understood that *'the Lord" he represents is the 
old Jewish Jehovah, as he makes him to say that he is the 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and end (without telling us 
the beginning and end of what), the ‘‘Great-1 Am,” etc, It 
is no longer a secret that we are by no means partial to that 
god. From the accounts given of him in the book which 
it is asserted he wrote, we entertain a very poor opin- 
ion of him, and shall never worship him, whether we 
worship any other god or not. We can never worship any. 
god who instituted or. approved of human slavery; who 
oppressed and crushed woman, depriving her of the natural 
rights accorded to the male sex; who commanded that men 
should be stoned to death for picking up a few sticks on a 
certain day of the week; who gave thie command to his 
people, ‘‘ Suffer not a witch :to liv;^ who commanded his 
peculiar people to massacre in cold blood aM the males, 
young and old, of an entire peaceful nation; who ordered 
the male children all put to death, and every woman who 
had known man by lying with him; and then after putting 
young women and girls through this cruel and merciless. 
examination, and after their fathers and brothers, to at least: 
the number of sixty thousand, had been mercilessly put to 
death before their eyes, they were turned over—thirty-two 
thousand young girls and maidens—to satisfy the brutal 
lusts of the murderous soldiers who had made them 
orphans. A god capable of doing all thie; capable of put- 
ting his own innocent, inoffensive son to death to satisfy 
his own anger and injustice; capable of creativg a devil to 
destroy his own cff:pring and bring upon them eternal 
misery; capable of creating a hell in which to burn and 
fry countless millions of his creatures because they fell into 
the trap which he set for them, and because they simply 
performed the deed which he rendered it possible for them 
to commit, and which he knew to be inevitable, Now we 
cannot respect nor worship such a God as that, though 
through his illiterate prophet A. A, Tanner he commands: 
usto do so. We do not fear his judgments nor aught that. 
he can do to us. If he wil] only keep cff his Comstocka, 
Tanners, Cooks, Colgates, Crosbys, Bundys, Ellises, and 
Abbots, we wil take the risk of all he can do to injure us, 
We rejoice that we are to be cast from his presence forever. 
We should dislike to be in his society far more than any 
being we ever heard of. If there is nothing else to keep us 
from repenting, the strong desire to not be in his company 
will be quite sufficient. Neither do we want his forgive- 
ness. We shall never forgive bim for his evil deeds, and 
do not want him to forgive us our good ones, ‘ 

If, however, we were on familiar terms with him, and he 
should ask us what we thought of his prophet, A. A. 
Tanner, practical phrenologist, of Salt Lake city, we should 
be frank and tell him that we consider him a poor ignorant 
fool and knave, and that if he could not succeed better in 
describing character from the bumps of his dupes than jn 
speaking for the Great I Am, he had better quit the busi- 
ness and sell himself for soap-grease, grub-bait, fish-fodder, 
or anything else he can turn himeelf into. 


Joseph Cook the Vile Calumniator. 


This notorious defamer appears to be going around the 
country repeating his falsehoods and slanders with as much 
assurance as though he was telling the truth, Ina report 
in the St. Paul Pioneer Press of his lecture in that city ap- 
pears the follewiug : 


He continued his pointed illustrations and interrogatories 
which drew out the credence of the supreme interference 
with matters which causes it to move. In meeting Inger- 
soli’s sentiments he affected to treat him with pity and con- 
tempt for his belief in the mistakes of Moses, He did not 
follow Ingersoll through many ot his quibbles because he 
thinks that he is too emphatic to be in earnest. But when 
Ingersoll comes before Congress to introdace a bill to admit 
indecent literature through the mails, it is time to Jook 
after him. Robert, as well a8 Moses, has made mistakes, 
When he championed Bennett, who was ipnsprisoned for 
desecrating the purity of the mails, he mude a mistake, 
For refusing to pardon this Bennett out of prison the Presi- 
dent has been threatened with the withdrawal of Ingersoll 
from the Republican party, and he has gone so far as to 
drag that poor woman who is mistress of tae White House 
into the question by insinuating that she was responsible 
for his refusal, as President Hayes is tied to her apron 
strings. It is a combination of so many such miserable 
things which makes him eveu more disrepntable than if he 
belonged to a hundred Liberal Leagues. (Great applause.) 


Several positive falsehoods appear in this short quota- 
tion, and it is most singular that & man who makes the 
pretension to morality, truth, and religion that this loud- 
mouthed individual does, will persist iu reiterating out-and- 
out untruths as he roams about the country. Among the 
falsehoods in this little extract these may' be enumerated : 

1. Ingersoll is no? too emphatic to be in earnest. He is 
in no sense insincere. A more earnest and honest. man 
does not exist in this country. His emphasis is a proof of 
his sincerity. And what is more, Joseph Cook, with all his 
boasting, is unable to.refute a single one of the proposi: 
tions made by Ingersoll, ae te 
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. 2, Ingersoll did not go before Congress to introduce a bill : am always to meet them. The Infidel publications and the 


tọ admit indecent literature through the mails. Cook lies 
like a Christian when he makes sucha statement. Inger- 
soll never said a word before Congress or anywhere else in 

` favor of indecent literature in the mails or any other place. 
He simply signed & petition asking Congress to repeal an 
unjust and unconstitutional law, rushed through in the 
expiring moments of Congress, when more than half the 
members were drunk, and which act subverts the constitu- 
tional rights of the citizen, sets up a system of espionage in 
every post-office in the country, and is capable of being 

. swerved and twisted so as by the merest and basest pretext 
to send a man to prison foropinion'ssake, for speaking and 
printing his honest convictions, as was done to the editor of 
this paper. 

8. Ingersoll did not champion Bennett. We trust we can 
justly number him among our friends, but he did not cham- 
pion us. He did urge R. B. Hayes to release us from an 
unjust imprisonment, but he made no mistake in doing so. 

4, It is a base falsehood that Bennett was sent to prison 
for desecrating the purity of the mails. He has never 
desecrated the mails. He has never sent any obscenity 
through the mails, but Cook's friend, Comstock, has. 
Attorney-General Charles Devens gave it as his official opin- 
ion that Mr. Heywood’s pamphlet is not obscene. Secre- 

' tary Carl Schurz did the same, and pronounced our impris- 
onment for it a ‘gross outrage." Secretary John Sherman 
did much the same. Pardon Clerk Judge Gray decided 
the same way. Mr. C. K. Chase, in the Department of 
Justice, gave it as his decided opinion that the pamphlet is 
not obscene, and he took the trouble to learn the fact that 
the best booksellers in this city had sold it, He informed 
us while in prison that every man he knew of connected 
with the government was opposed to our imprisonment for 
mailing that pamphlet, and they considered it a great wrong 
and outrage—every man connected with the government 
save R. B. Hayes, and even he told a friend of ours that we 
had violated no law and did not deserve imprisonment. 
He even gave orders for a pardon to be made out for our 
release, and the pardon was made out; but the church, 
represented by.such men as Comstock and Cook, said to 
Hayes: You must. not let that man out of prison. If you 
want our support, you must not pardon that man. Hayes 
being weak in the knees, weak in the back, and sn arrant 
moral coward, did not dare to displease the power of the 
church, and refused to perform a just deed he had decided 
to perform. Here was moral cowardice of the most culpa- 
bie character. He ceased to be à man, and became the tool 

: and slave of the church. Truthfully did Mr. Chase say to 
us while still a prisoner, ‘‘Bennett, you committed no 
crime, but the church was too strong for you." There is 
scarcely an intelligent man in the whole country who under- 
stands the merits of the case who does not know that we 
were very Unjustly imprisoned; that it was not the obscenity 
of the pamphlet in question that sent us to prison, but 
because we were an Infidel editor and publisher, the object 
being to break up our legitimate business. 

Even this calumniator and liar, Joe Cook, was present 
a part of the time duriog our trial, feeling anxious that 
we should be convicted. He took up the ''Open Letter 
to Jesus Christ,” which we had written, and which was, in 
fact, more the cause of our conviction than was ‘‘ Cupid's 
Yokes.” He sat there before that Christian jury and read 
that ''Open Letter;” and the look of pious horror which 
overspread his hypocritical countenance appears before us 
still. He there virtually decided against us, on the merits 
of that ** Open Letter," and his mind could not fail to be 
understood by the jury. He thus aided in our conviction, 
and it is now in extremely bad taste and in a spirit of 

"extremely poor Christianity, for him to be going about the 
country scattering his lies and viliflcation wherever he goes. 
Let him confine his talk to Jesus and the fountain of his 
blood, and let his betters alone. 

His remarks about the influence of Mrs, Hayes over Mr. 
Hayes, and about his being tied to her apron strings, may be 
founded on truth. Itis well known that priests and pious 
hypocrites in all parts of the country sent petitions to her 
asking her to use sll the influence she possessed to oppose 
our liberation from prison. She listened to those appeals. 
She hearkened to those prayers. She strongly opposed our 
being set at liberty, and told Rutherford he must not sign 
our pardon, and he was good little boy enough to mind his 
wife, though he thereby violeted his own conscience. Had 
Mrs. Hayes been less a bigoted Methodist, had R. B. Hayes 

‘been more a man of decision and justice, better would it 
hav been for us. Were Joe Cook more a man of truth and 
honor, better would it be for himself and the many people 
who inflict upon themselves the punishment of listening to 
him. : 

emm 


Anthony Comstock in the Pulpit. 


! On the evening of Sunday, the 16th inst., the notorious 
Anthony Comstock eccupied tae pulpit of Williston church 
in Portland, Maine. His subject was *' Evil Reading." He 
said: *‘ The mind assimilates what it reads ; it is therefore 
important that the mind be kept full of pure thoughts.” He 
pitched into daily papers that giv to the public sickening 
details of crime, which should never be touched upon, but 
which young children read with avidity. He also pointed 
out certain pictorial papers which delineated crime still 
more vividly. Next he gave the Boys’ and Girls' Own Papers 
a very uncomplimentary notice, and recounted some 
instances showing his great ability as a detective in expos- 
iog the crimes of ceriain "boys who bad gone astray in 
consequence of reading story papers. But he was eloquent 
only when he came to attack Infidel publications. Baid he: 
‘There is still another class of publications that must be 
noticed. The Infidel publications are my special enemies. 
They hay traduced my character, my work, myself, apd I 


Infidels deride the Bible, shake all faith, remove prayer, dry 
up the fountain filled with blood, attack even the spotless 
character of Christ, These publications are filled with 
blasphemy, and are yet beyoud the reach of the law.” After 
this he proceeded to repeat his antiquated and worn-out lies 
about the twenty-four tons of obscene matter he had seized, 
and about schools being persistently supplied with the 
foulest reading matter. He also boasted of the four hundred 
arrests he had caused te be made. It is evidently Infidel 
literature that troubles him most, and his great regret is that 
there is no law to suppress it. Could he hav his way, 
Ingersoll’s lectures would be speedily discontinued, and 
Tux TauTR SEEKER and Truth Seeker Tracts, pampDlets, 
and books would be utterly suppressed. 

This. unclean and lying hypocrite, who disgraces any 
pulpit or church which he enters, did not tell his audience 
how he hired three unfortunate girls to expose themselves 
for an hour and twenty minutes before himself and five 
other men nearly as coarse.minded as himself, he being the 
master of ceremonies, attitudes, posturing, and indecent 
operations. He did not tell his hearers how he had taken 
prostitutes to a photograph gallery to hav their pictures 
taken in a nude state. He did not tell them of his immense 
museum of filthy and most obscene books and prints at his 
office in the building of the American Tract Society—the 
most extensive museum of obscenity in the world—which 
he takes great pleasure in exhibiting to clergymen, pious 
saints, editors, reporters on the daily papers, and his 
unclean acquaintances, and from which stock he fills his 
smutbag when he visits religious meetings and gatherings in 
various parts of the country, as well as on his visits to 
committees of Congress and legislatures, where he makes 
his nasty exhibitions with supreme gusto. We hav been 
informed by those who hav been through his filthy museum, 
both.in his offüce and in his cellar, that there is a great 
amount of it, and that it takes a long time to inspect it all. 
There are large and fine volumes of erotic literature, the 
plates and illustrations of which are gotten up in the richest 
style of European art, taken from life, and painted by hand 
—large volumes the piice of which was five hundred dollars 
and over. These, extensive as they are, cost Comstock not 
&cent. Hetook them from the dealers in this city nearly 


ten years ago to add to his already extensive collection of | 


vile stuff, which he has looked over hundreds of times, and 
which he has gloated over and devoured until he is perfectly 
saturated with indecency and obscenity. If it is true, as he 
stated in his discourse, that ‘the mind assimilates what it 
reads,” think what a mass of uncleanness and indecency he 
must be! His own vile den needs cleaning out more than 
any other place in the world. 

He did not tell his audience how his assistant Britton has 
recently visited numerous photographers in this city, 
and by offers of large sums of money tried to persuade and 
induce them to take for him pictures of persons in a nude 
state, pretendedly for the use of students, and doing his 
best by coaxing and offers of money to induce them to do 
an act for which they could be arrested. 

He did not tell his audience of the numerous instances 
where he had laid the foulest and meanest traps a man 
Could possibiy be guilty of to induce people to commit a 
crime for which he could arrest them and throw them into 
prison. He did not tell of his repeated and wicked per. 
juries by which he has succeeded in sending to a horrible 
and ignominous prison persons far freer from crime than 
himself. 

He however showed a scar upon his cheek made by Charles 
Conroy, and said it was given him by an Infidel. But in 
this he lied. egregiously, as he has in hundreds of cases. 
The man who gave him that cut ia not an Infidel. He was 
born and reared in the Catholic church, and has belonged 
to it all his life. Comstock arrested Conroy unjustly and 
without a warrant, and he was justified—a man with only a 
lett hand—to draw his penknife as he did. Had he sev- 
ered Comstock’s jugular vein he would hav performed a 
valuable service to society. No man in the country has had 
such power to unjustly oppress others placed in his handa, 
and no man has used this power so ruthlessly.. He has 
proved himself a curse to many loyal and well disposed 
people. He has probably caused more intense grief, more 
absolute agony of mind to people far better than himself, 
than any man in this country. It may be thought by his 
Christian admirers and backers that heis doing the cause of 
Christianity and morality much good, but they could not be 
more mistaken. He is as foul a man as livs, and his con- 
tinued championship will drag them down to the very 
dregs of indecency and disgrace. When such men as he 
appear in the Christian pulpit it is degrading tne pulpit to 
the level of the brothel and his own filthy museum of 
obscenity and nastiness in the American Tract Society 
building at 150 Nassau street. 


Representation at Brussels, 


In THE TRUTH SEEKER of last week notice was given of 
the International Congress of Freethinkers to be held in 
Brussels, in August of this year. The Congress will con- 
sist of the National Secular Societies of Great Britain, the 
British Secular Union with sixty-eight branches, and the 
federated Radical and Rationalistic societies of Belgium, 
Holland and other European countries. It is thought by 
many that the one hundred and ninety Liberal Leagues of 
the United States should send a representation to that Con- 
gress. It seems to us also important that the Liberals of 
America should not fail to hav a delegation there. The 
principles of Freethought are rapidly spreading in all civ- 
ilized countries, and we should not be backward in frater- 
nizing in a meeting with our brothers over the water. 
We should be cosmopolitan enough to co-operate with those 


in other countries who are engaged in the game Work we are, ! 


"Women. 


* 
It has been suggested that not less than ten delegates 
should represent us in this International Freethinkers’ Con- 
gress. The number does not seem too great. Mr, O. B. 
Frothingham is now 1n Europe, and it is believed he can be 
induced to be present and assist in representing us. He is 
a mos; worthy and able man, and will do us great credit-in 
that convocation of Radical. thinkers, There are doubtless 
some other Liberals from this country who wil] be in Europe 
in August that can be induced to be present during the ses- 
sion of the Congress, and act as delegates from this country. 
It has been suggested that:the editor of TRE TRUTE SEEEER 
should go over as a delegate. When it was first named to 
us we thought we could not spare the time ; the money nec- 
essary we knew we were not in possession of, Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER requiring all the means we hav or will be likely to 
hav at our disposal. But since we hav thought more of the 
matter We hav concluded we would spare the time if the 
needed amount of money to meet expenses can be raised. 
In fact, for several reasons we would be glad to attend that 
Freethinkers’ Congress. It was suggested that inasmuch as 
we hav led a year of confined and abstemious life under 
rather unpleasant circumstances, and as We propose to enter 
the lecture field in the fall, a brief European trip might do - 
us good. We will cheerfully go, and do the best we can. In 
case we go, we would like to be there in time to spend a few 
weeks looking around the country before the Congress 
comes off, and be ready to return as soon as it adjourng, in 
time for the Freethinkera' Convention in thia state and the 
National Liberal League Congress in the fall We will 
take pleasure, during our absence, in keeping our readers 
regularly and fully.apprised of what we see and meet with 
in Great Britain, Ireland, France, Belgium, G2rmany, Hol- 
land, Switzerland, Italy, etc. We leave it with our readers to 
decide whether we go or hot. We will goif they send us 
and furnish the lucre (not *' filthy ”) to meet the necessary 
expenses. It will take but little from each one able to con- 
tribute. We do not want to spend a dollar unnecessarily, 
We will cheerfully publish the responses we get and the 
amount contributed by each Liberal friend. Probably Prof. 
A. L. Rawson, Secretary of the National Liberal League, 
and also some others, will go. It is desirable to leave here 
about July 1st and to return soon after the firat of Beptem- 
ber. : 


In &letter from James Parton to A, L. Rawson on the 
subject, he says: 
NEwsEvUEYpoRT, Mass., May 19, 1880. 

My Dear Sir: I hav received your letter of May 17th, 
inclosiag the printed papers relating to the Congress of 
which I had not before heard. I shall be glad to do my 
part. This country ought to be well represeated in such a 
body, and if possible by some one who can speak French 
easily and fluently. : 

_Lregret to say [cannot find time and cannot undertake 
avy additional labor this summer. . . . I will bear m 
share in the expenses of sending a representative, ' 
Very truly yours, JAMEB PARTON. 


The following is received from our friend Courtlandt 

Palmer: . m 
STONINGTON, Or., May 24, 1880, 

D. M. BENNETT, My Dear Sir: I inciose letter to Mr. 
Frothingham. Let Mr. Wright and at least twenty other 
strong Liberals sign it. I cannot doubt he will accept the 
position. All the Leagues and all the Liberals of the 
United States must combine to send at least two other dele- 
gates. Ithink Prof. A. L, Rawson and yourself would be 
a good choice." ` " 

1 hear Mrs. Augusta Cooper Bristol is going to France, 
1f.80, she would make an excellent representative, But I 
do not wish to appear exclusive. Let the voice of the Lib- 
erals be heard through your paper and other Liberal publi- 
cations. All the various orders of Freethinking people 
should be allowed to express their preferences as to dele- 
gates. 

Call for subscriptions not to exceed $5, nor less than 25 
cents. Such contributions generaily agreed to would read- 
ily raise the funds to pay the expenses of the delegates, Put 
me down for $5. Yours truly, | CouERTLANDT PALMER, 


James C. Lehmer, Esq., of Washington, D, C., writes as 
follows: 

Wasaineton, D. C., May 22, 1880. 

Pror, A. L. Rawson, Dear Sir: I notice by to-day’s 
TRUTH SEEKER your receipt of the circular call for a con- 
gress of Freethinkers, to be held at Brussels in August. 
Now this call strikes me a8 exhibiting clear-headed, practi- 
Cal, common-sense business, and forestalls a crude idea I 
was about to formulate and lay before Mr. Bennett concern- 
ing the importance or necessity of organizing a bureau 
whose specialty would be to gather information of the con- 
dition of Freethought as a pre-requisite to the adoption of 
wise measures to advance it. 

I earnestly hope that our American Liberals will take this 
opportunity to assert themselves, to prove equal to their 
sacred responsibility and worthy the expectations of friends 
of liberty in Europe. I inclose my little contribution to 
assist in defraying expenses of delegation to International - 
Congress, $5.00; my friend, John Cosgrove, also chips in 
with $2.00. I also inclose a small map of the city of Brus- 
sels tor 1879, in which you will fiad the streets, etc., 
answering to the local addresses,of the gentlemen composing 
the Council of Organization. 1 trust our delegation will be 
decidedly in favor of ‘‘woman’s rights.” I suspect they are 
rather behind on this question over there; nay, I am not 
sure but our delegation should be composed in part of 

I am, your obedient servant, 
f JAMES C. LEBMER, 

We shall be glad to hear from our friends upon this sub- 
ject. Such Liberals as anticipate visiting Europe thia 
season are requested to communicate with A, L, Rawson, 
19 Lafayette place, or the editor of this paper. 

—— — 9 .,95———— —— 

We hav not room to describe Ingersoll’s second great 

speech at Booth's Theater, Sunday evening, May 23d. It 


was a grand affair. 
V—V——— ee 


Bennett Reception, full report, in pamphlet from, sixty- 
six pages, at 5 cents. cs : 
——— Oo 

BENNETt’s photos, in prison garb, Card size, 15 cents; 
imperials, three styles, 25 cents, 
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Dr. John Forbes, F.R.S., and editor of the “ Cyclopedia of 
Practical Medicine." He says: ‘‘ We do not deny that 
medicine has made progress, or that it can cure diseases 
and save life; we merely assert that the superiority in the 
proportion of the instances in which it does so, in the pres- 
ent day, is most lamentably small, all things considered, — 
when placed side by side with the amount of any former 
day. In several of our commonest and most important dis- 
eases it is hardly to be questioned that the proportion is 
little, if at all, on our side, and in others it ia manifestly : 
against us” (quoted by Dr. Frederick. Hollick in the ** Fam- 
ily Physician" of 1851, pp. 4, 5). 

Equally humiliating to the pretensions of the profession the 
acknowledgment of Dr. Jacob Bigelow, when he says, '* The 
vulgar estimate of the powers of medicine is founded on the 
common acceptation of the name, that medicine is the art 
of curing diseases. This is a false definition., . . . Itis 
because physicians allow themselves to profess and vaunt 
more power over disease than belongs to them,” ete., etc, 
(Brief Expositions of Rational Medicine; Boston, 1858, 
pp. 29,90) —— 

Conclusions like these, gentlemen of the committee, may 
surprise you, considering the pretensions of the proposed 
“act” and the oft-repeated condemnation of quacks and 
quackery by its supporters, but you hav yet to realize the 
full measure of the plausibleness of the.one and the profes- 
sional policy of the other. In the first there is a plea for 
education, scientific education, based upon anatomy and 
physiology, while the common assumption of the doctors 
supporting itis, Know physiology, understand anatomy, and 
you will do no great violence to medical propriety. This 
is the burden of nearly every one of the gentlemen who hav 
spoken in defense of the “act,” a conclusion contradicted 
by nearly every authority I hav submitted, and in conflict 
with the ever-returning experiences of medical life.. It is 
on the strength of this assumption, nevertheless, that you, 
gentlemen of the committee, are asked to believe their tes- 
timonies and giv your support to the following conclusions:. 

1, That a knowledge of physiology and anatomy is neces- 
sary to a wise use of medicine and a proper use of any and 
all power used for the relief of the sick and the help of the 
afflicted. 

2, That certainty in therapeutics will result from this 
professional study, and a large increase of human useful. 
ness and medical reform follow the enforcement of the 
proposed law. 

9. That fæœtal abortions and other criminal practices will 
diminish in number and eventually come to an end when 
the ministrations of the midwife are taken out of the handa 
of the non-educated and confined to a legally recognized 
class of practitioners, 

Nothing less than the importance attached to these con- 
clusions could induce me, Mr. Chairman, to add a word by 
way of amplification. As it is, my word will be brief, so 
limited is my time. And first, of the need of the proposed 
study of physiology and anatomy, as there should be a clear 
discrimination made between professionala needing such 
critical study of the human body and others whose methods 
of cure do not require it. That a certain amount of éxact- 
ness of knowledge should bein the mind of the medical 
practitioner, be he or she regular or otherwise, is conceded; 
nay, I will go further and add, it is necessary. But here, 
as elsewhere, we must insist upon distinctions and recognize 
the principle that to him or her, to whom much is intrusted, 
of such much is required. In other words, the man or 
woman who aspires to usefulness as a surgeon or dentist 
should be scientifically exact in anatomy, while the profes- 
sional retailer of mineral drugs and vegetable poisons 
should possess every kind of knowledge that can make such 
practice useful; or, if that is asking too much, harmless ! 
For this class the most exsct and critical knowledge of 
physiology and pathology:should be added to the latest 
researches in chemistry, that in the manufacture of medical 
remedies they may avoid the. evil and choose the good. 
But here, as heretofore, these preferences may be left with 
the individual for the most part, as specialists can now be 
found in nearly every department of Bürgery, dentistry, 
and therapeutics, in every town, township, and city, ready 
qualifled for the occasion, that is, they are qualified so far 
as the mere study of physiology and anatomy will qualify 
them, and that is ail the ‘‘act” calls for. 


A very different class of practitioners, however, must be 
reached by the enforcement of this act, if the intentions of 
its supporters are carried out; and that class is found for 
the most part among the non-educated. It is made up of 
men and women of “ peculiar gifts” of body and mind, most 
of whom hav reached mature if not later life. They are all 
healers on principle, and reformers in the healing art from 
conviction. They profess great faith in nature, having little 
or no faith in drugs or druggists, and use medicine, in the 
common acceptation of the term, seldom. They may be 
homeopathic, hydropathic, mesmeric, vegetarians, spirit 
healers, rubbers, or movement cure physicians, but be that 
as it may, each and all believe in the power to aid the sick 
and assist the afflicted by ‘the laying on of hands” and the 
power of one mind over another. They may touch the hand 
or face, and rub the body; they may fast or feast, but in all 
that is done, as well as all that is avoided, the intention is 
to give nature the first chance, and regain health and 
strength in the easiest way, the shortest time, and the cheap- 
est manner ; with the special understanding in all cases that 
he or she is the best doctor who does most with the sources 
and resources of magnetic and spiritual life, the whole cul- 
minating in a more or less systematic reliance on mental 
tather than physical medicine. Many of these medical re- 
formers are religiously in earnest, and believe their power 
to analyze disease as well as their ability to cure comes of 
God. Theoretically they may be extravagant, but they con- 
sider their outlook humanizing and in the best sense 
scientific, 


Parliament condemn tartar emetic, and . . at this very 
moment (1820) they declaim against the reality of physio. 
logical experiments and the rational and restricted use of 
chemistry in medicine’ (Physiological and Chemical 
Researches, 1820, pp. 8, 4,. New Haven Ed). 

Of the need of this opposed and long-rejected physiolog- 
ical reform, there can be no rational doubt, as Dr. Charles 
Caldwell testifies '' there were in the English language in 
1794 not more than two or three works expressly on physi- 
ology, and they were exceedingly limited and otherwise 
unimportant. Of these, one was a small and superficial 
volume by Dr. Brooks, published in the early part of the 
last century, and a stil] smaller one by Dr. Cullen” (Auto- 
biography, p. 195. Philadelphia edition, 1855). l 

To the same effect is the testimony of. Dr. Libbald, who 
thought it ‘somewhat remarkable that no later works on 
the subject of medical ethics than Dr. Gregory’s ‘ Lectures 
on the Duties and Qualifications of a Physician’ had been 
published for upwards of seventy years, and Dr. Perceival’s 
‘Medical Ethics,’ published at the commencement of the 
present century." 

Dr. James Mackness republishes these testimonies of the 
backwardness of the medical profession in 1846, and adds, 
** A complete work on medical life, suited to the wants of 
the present age, is still a desideratum " (Preface of Moral 
Aspects of Medical Life. London edition, 1846.) 

How much the profession was in need of a text-book of 
this kind will appear from the following testimony of Dr. 
John O. Warren. It was given in an address to the Amer-. 
ican Medical Association in Cincinnati, in 1850, and is as 
appropriate now as then, He says: “I hav seen a variety 
of fashions in surgery and medicine. A large part of these 
hav passed out of my recollection, but I do remember that 
at one time mercury was employed in most diseases, not 
only general but local; inflammations and fevers, affections 
acute and chronic, syphilitic and scrofulous; in ghort, 
nearly al] diseases, all ages, both sexes, were invaded by 
this potent medicine. A medica] man would not hav dared 
to go into consultation with the statement that his patient 
had taken no calomel in a case of typhoid fever. And now 
it has been shown by the distinguished and accurate Louis 
and others that patients may get well of fever, not only 
without mercury, but without medicine, and the more 
simple their treatment, the more likely they are to recover. 
In other complaints, also, it is now used in a very limited 
manner ” (Boston edition, 1850, pp. 45-6). 

These acknowledgments occur in an address of sixty-five 
octavo pages, and outline the more noticeable and impor- 
tant improvements in surgery and medicine during half a 
century, nevertheless the author, in giving the work to the 
public, confesses that ‘‘it is very doubtful whether the pub- 
lication will add anything to the stock of medical knowl- 
edge." 

This acknowledgment of '' physiological barrenness,” to 
use the language of Dr. Caldwell, is worthy of more than 
common consideration, as it was given to the public in 1850, 
after a survey of half acentury of effort by the rank and 
file of the medical fraternity, and by no less.an authority 
than Dr. Warren, a gentleman of liberal education, large 
professional experience, and a “regular” among ''regu- 
lars.” I emphasize the confession to probe the difficulty 
and find, if possible, if the non-progressiveness of medicine 
springs from the policy of the practitioner or the defective- 
ness of his craft, for both are placed upon trial by the pre- 
tensions of this bill. ; 

Here, as heretofore, however, I prefer to hav the evidence 
come from the doctors themselves. The issue may be 
dainty without being delicate, but in either case I will, so 
far as my limited time will permit, let the doctors speak for 
themselves. And just here it may be well to recall Dr. 
Warren, as his testimony was not quite in. He says: ‘ Of 
all the habits a medical practitioner is apt to fall into, that 
of identical remedies in cases both identical and non- 
identical is the most general. Buch a practice saves a great 
deal of thinking, and is a vast accommodation to a practi- 
tioner whose rooms are thronged with patients waiting to 
receive their recipes" (Address, p. 27). s 

To the same general end, but with more startling empha- 
sis, is the acknowledgments of Dr. C. E. Brown-Bequard, 
the physician so long in attendance on the Hon. Charles 
Sumner during his sickness in Europe and this country. 
And it may be well, gentlemen of the committee, to bear 
in mind that the testimony Iam about to read was given 
before & learned body of scientists in Washington during 
their annua] meeting in the National Academy of Sciences. 
The Doctor said; “I am sorry to say that physicians adhere 
too pertinaciously to old views without regarding more 
recent discoveries. We are constantly holding on to our 
old clothing—wearing it when it is worn out. Iam sorry 
to speak thus severely of a profession which is my own, 
but the discoveries of the last ten years seem scarcely to be 
recognized by the medical faculty. Younger members of 
the profession should seize opportunities to make themselves 
familiar with the advances of modern discovery ” (Tribune, 
extra, May, 1874, p. 6). : 

Additional witnesses might be cited and their testimonies 
introduced to show the conflicting and almost worthless 


The Argument. of Prof. J. H. W. Toohey, 


BEFORE THE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE, FEB. 19, 1880, IN 
OPPOSITION TO.THE PROPOSED ' ACT" TO REGULATE 
THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE IN MASSACHUSETTS. 


Ma. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN OF THE COMMITTEE : 
My objections to this effort to regulate the practice of med- 
jcine in this state are intensifled by the painful intelligence 
that the present movement originated with the Social Science 
Association and not with the medical societies as heretofore; 
and the painful side of this intelligence is deepened by the 
respect I cherish for and the importance I attach to the mis- 
sion and ministry of science in general, as well as the more 
Liberalizing efforts of the Social Science Association in par- 

` ticular, On the present oceasion, however, my sympathy 
is wholly with the former and not with the latter, as 1 con- 
sider the main assumption of the proposed ''act" to be as 
unscientific in spirit as it is misleading and mischievous in 
method. : 

The better to be understood, however, I will add that the 
social science I delight to honor is associated in this country 
and Europe with an improved and an improving civiliza- 
tion, the ruJings of which are everywhere as non-personal as 
its purposes are general and generous,and here, as hereto- 
fore, I see no reason to prevent the same motives from 
producing the same results, nor can I understand just why 
the demands of hygiene and the requirements of the public 
health may not be effectually secured without doing violence 
to those fundamental principles of action. 

‘I commence, then, by asserting I am opposed to the pro- 
posed “act” for many reasons, not the least of which is my 
dislike for this attempt to make it “law.” I make this 
acknowledgement because I am fully convinced that in this 
88 in other cases history will repeat itself against unneces- 
sary legislation. Circumstances may seem to justify the 
enforcement of this act, as they hav ever and always been 
made to support conventional conceit, but time and a more 
thoughtful consideration of al] the interests involved will lead 
to wiser conclusions. One or two particulars will make this 
general statement plain. For instance, near the close of the 
last century there were in England ‘one hundred and sixty 
different offenses which subjected the parties found guilty 
thereof to death, without benefit of clergy." Nevertheless the 
evila complained of multiplied—one class (the receivers of 
stolen goods) increased from three hundred to three thousand 
in the course of twenty yearsin London. By way of offset the 
game authority states that the Roman Empire never flour- 
jshed so wellas during the era of the Portian law, which 
abrogated the punishment of death for all offenses whatever. 
When a different policy and severer punishments were 
afterward revived the empire fell” (A Treatise on the Police 
of the Metropolis. By P. Colquhoun, LL.D., Chap. 1 pas- 
sim. Sixth edition, London, 1800). 

The logical value of these illustrations consists in this, 
that all laws that are made and enforced compelling con- 
formity to conventional standards, whatever their merits 
may be in other particulars, is an act of intimidation and at 
war with the larger and better interests of civilization. Law 
measures as & policy, therefore, are justifiable only in cases 
of great danger to persons or property, and nothing short of 
the urgent needs of the people should be considered **suffi- 
cient reason" for passing such. Men and women, out of 
their great love for law and order, hav conformed many a 
time and oft, but the age has gone by for a thinking people 
to be long enslaved by the requirements of any corporation 
or the rulings of any legislature. 

The passage of this bill, therefore, gentlemen of the 
committee, whatever else it may effect, will bring no change 

‘to the convictions of those now opposing it. . You may fine 
them, and the sum of $500 will be a large one to impose 
upon the healers who get little or nothing for their services; 
you may imprison them, or do both as you may think best, 
and in conformity to the rulings of this bill; but should you 
do so, you will only prepare the way for additional legisla- 
tion ard the final abolition of this and such other laws as 
you moy pass in the interests of the so-called regular medi- 
cal profession. j 

My next objection i8 against the proposed board of 
examiners, I will not question the oft-expressed desire of 
the medical gentlemen to effect what to them appears to be 
8 necessary reform, büt I willshow that the proposed board 
is unequal to the issue, the history and literature of the 
medical profession being authority; and what is more to the 
point, I will show that the regulations and requirements of 
the board are beyond the science and practice of a large 
majority of the doctors in this country and in Europe, the 
medical practitioners for the most part having been as con- 
pervative of their ignorance as they should hav been 
progressive and reformatory. On these pointa I submit the 
acknowledgments and confessions of medical men and 

authors and practitioners, that the supporters of this bill 
may be judged by their peers, and their lately-developed zea] 
for humanity pass for what it is worth. 

As my survey must be brief, I commence with Dr. John 
Benac, of Paris. ‘‘ He was physician to the king of France, 
counselor of state, and superintendent of the mineral waters 
of the kingdom.” He died in 1770, after devoting years of 
scientific labor to the improvement of physiology and the | elements that hav entered into and still form a part of what 
harmonizing of the then medical practice. In his latest | passes for regular medical practice in. this country and 
publication on the “ Structure of the Heart," he wrote of | Europe, but they are unnecessary, Enough has been sub- 
medicine as ‘“a delirium of most minds,” for he found the , mitted to demonstrate the non-progressiveness of the med- 
physicians as a class opposed to the study of anatomy and ical system and the utter foliy of investing men thus 
physiology, and, in their zeal for mere professional experi. educated with authority to fine and imprison the more rad- 
ence and routine practice, indifferent to physics, chemistry, ical and progressive practitioners. But for fear I may hav 
and other departments of science, This is the testimony of attached unnecessary importance to the evidence already 
the distinguished Magendie, who had occasion to remind adduced, I will add the still more opposing conclusions of 
the M.D’s, of his day that they “had always opposed the medical authors, writers of acknowledged ability and use- 
"rogress of medicine." He characterizes such conduct as fulness, in condemnation of the pretensions of the medical 

* absurd," and adds, ‘‘ They rejected for thirty years the System. And that there may be no dispute as to the qualifi- 
discovery of the circulation of the blood; they made cation of the witness, I submit as evidence the testimony of 
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enough to induce him to even ask that his child might be 
spared. He already had pleaded in vain that Sodom aud 
Gomorrah might be spared, but God refused for the reason 
that there was not found nine more men like Lot. Lot was: 
8 righteous man, and notwithstanding he would get most 
righteously drunk when he felt like it, God saved him, 
which goes to show that God was not much on the red rib- 
bon, and with fire and brimstone he burned up those cities 
and allof the inhabitants. Nice God, but a little tough on 
babes, mothers, and innocent little children, and such as 
didn’t ‘get drunk like Lot. So Isay, with such a display 
of God's wrath, it is not surprising that Abraham should, 
as the account says, fear such a God. 

The ‘‘good” book tells us that on a certain occasion 
Abraham said to his wife, ** Say that thou art my sister, so 
that it may be well with me, and that my soul may liv." 
Here we hav a confession that Abraham did not believe in 
the immortality of the soul. He thought if the Egyptians 
should kill him that his soul would not liv. He, like 
Moses, was in the habit of talking with God, but neither 
had any more idea about an existence after death than a 
three-year old steer, If Abraham had any faith, and so 
much of it as is claimed, why didn't he tell the Egyptians 
the truth and say: Gentlemen, this woman is my wife; touch 
herif you dare! Ihav faith in & God, who will enable me, 
if necessary, to ‘‘lick” all Egypt in defense of my wife. 
But instead of, like a man, defending his wife, like a villain 
and coward he permitted his wife to be taken and given to 
another man without so much as raising a finger in her de- 
fense or uttering one word in her behalf. Ladies, don't you 
want to rest in Abraham’s bosom? He feared the Lord ; 
he feared the people ; he was a villain and a coward, and 


The opposition of this class to the act now under review | 1. That ‘forced abortions in America were of very fre- 
ig, therefore, of easy comprehension when it is known that | quent occurrence, " 

‘the technical education now proposed is unnecessary to them | 2, That the evil waa ‘increasing in- | country districts as 
as healers of the sick. Their analysis may be as defective well as Cities.” 

as their methods of cure are simple, but to them they are} ^8. That in 1850 **the natural increase of population, or 
satisfactory. One or both may be impressional, clairvoy- | the excess of the births over the deaths, had of late years 
ant, sympathetic, mediumistic, or ‘God-given ;” but in | been wholly by those of recent foreign origin,” 

each there is a power that sways the judgment, controls the 4. That ''three years later the births in that common- 
issues of life, and sustains the sufferer in the hour of suffer- | wealth had resulted in favor of foreign preme in an in- 
ing. Besides, as a class, they are too far advanced in years, | creased ratio.” 

are too mature in their habits and positive in their convic-| 5, That “the population of the oldest states, even allow- 
tions, to be essentially benefited by the proposed change, | ing for loss by emigration, is stationary or decreasing.” 
particularly if fines and imprisonments are to be among the| 6, That ‘‘fostal abortions are infinitely more frequent 
most certain and unmistakable educators. among Protestant women than among Catholics.” (Ib., pp. 

The second assumption of the advocates of this act has | 61-64.) 
been so fully answered by other speakers that it is only! The few minutes remaining to me, Mr. Chairman, will 
necessary for me to remind the committee that the con- | not’ permit of comment, so I add, by way of sequel, the 
fessed inability of the supporters of this act to teach thera- | reflection of the registrar of Boston, who, in 1877, compared 
peutics is a virtual abandonment of all that is really funda- | some of the wealthiest and some of the poorest wards of the 
mental in the issue, for therapeutics, you will please bear | city, and said: '' The result shown in the above table is 
in mind, is the ‘‘art of treating diseases.” Not to know | very significant. On the one side is seen that the percent- 
this: art, or, knowing it, prove on trial to be incapable to | age of births in a given population is far below what ought 
make that knowledge serviceable, is a practical demon- | to be in any well-conditioned community, On the other 
stration of the incompetency of the teacher, or the mislead- | side a totally opposite result is seen, not to be explained, 
ing character of his theory, or both. In this case, good | certainly, by any physiological reasons.” (Report for 1877). 
sense and good manners can unite in condemning the pre-| Two requests, gentlemen, and I hav done. The first is to 
tensions of *'the art” rather than the motives of the practi- | the committee, in case a bill is reported, that the study of 
tioner, since high medical authority has acknowledged that | anatomy and physiology be recommended for the higher de- 
“ therapeutics, like ethics and political economy, is still a | partments of our common schools, that the great evil com- 
conjectural study, incapable of demonstration in many of | plained of by the petitioners may cease to exist. I offer this 
its great processes, and subject to various and even opposite | suggestion, as there is no conflict of opinion in the testimony 
opinions in regard to the laws and means which govern its|of either party on the utility of science; the only issue 
results" (Brief Exposition of Rational Medicine, by Jacob | turns on the when and the how to acquire the much coveted 
Bigelow, M.D., Boston, 1858, p. 26). With this acknowl- | knowledge. The petitioners hav insisted upon the vital im- 
edzment I submit this part of the testimony to your consid- | portance of those branches of anthropologic science, and I 
eration without further remark. so far agree with them that I earnestly hope you will support 

The third assumption of the advocates of this act has j the suggestion. There isa difference, however, in our out- 
been repeated so often by the medical gentlemen giving tes- | look, which I hope you will not lose sight of, viz., that the 
timony in its favor that I can but regret that my limited | information be given to the people for the education of the 
time will not allow me to follow them, and introduce the | people, and not for the support of a profession. 
evidence to convince you, gentlemen of the committee, of| The second request is that the members of the Social 

heir mistake. The subject-matter is too important and | Science Association, who hav interested themselves and the 
their line of remark too misleading to allow me to dismiss it | doctors in the present attempt to make class legislation 
altogether, so I ask your indulgence while I make some ad- | necessary. and respectable, offer premiums and other rewards 
ditions to what has already been said. To this end you will| for intelligent and scientific essays on the causes of mal- 
remember the oft-repeated remark—I had almost said} practice in medicine, and such other abortions of body and 
charges—that the fostal abortions and other criminal prac-| mind as they hav complained of, as a full and candid report 
tices of sexual life in this city and commonwealth are f from the people on many of these points would enlarge the 
largely due to the practices of a depraved and a depraving | usefulness of the Social Science Association and prepare the 
class of men and women who mislead the simple and vic-| way for the better education of the medical profession. In 
timize the unfortunate while acting as medical practitioners. | any event they would show their willingness to co-operate 
The statement is strong and the consequences alarming if | with other reformers in directing attention to the physiology 
we can believe the assertion that the results of these deprav- | of crime and the complex nature of existing evils; more, 
ing practices hav so far spread in the city and vicinity as to | they would aid in developing that long-looked-for fraternity 
endanger the public health and cause alarm for the social | of effort so necessary in utilizing all that is good, better, and 
integrity of other places in this commonwealth. Facts, | best in society. 
figures, and some acquaintance with the professional usages | In submitting these requests, gentlemen, I take it for 
of Boston, however, justify me in saying there is more granted you will see to it that no report will be made that in 
alarm and sensation tham truth in the assertion, as I will|any way can interfere with the liberties of the citizen, or 
show, "True there hav been sent from Boston and Chelsea | abridge the time-honored customs of this commonwealth 
a few women whose places of business convicted them of that make the right to life inalienable, the love of liberty 
criminal practices. They are now in the prisons of the|ennobling, and the pursuit of happiness a blessing to a 
state, according to sentence, and no doubt will remain there, | rejoicing people. 
notwithstanding the painstaking efforts that hav been made 
to obtain their pardons. But the noticeable fact even in 
these cases is that these Very women were in professional 
relationship with the regular doctors; more, that the major- 
ity of M. D.’sin Chelsea signed the petition for the con- 
demned woman’s pardon. Just why there is so much sym- 
pathy between the educated doctors and this woman I do 
not know; but the fact is known, and some speculative 
genius has asked if in this, as in other cases, ‘‘a fellow- 
feeling makes us wondrous kind ?” Be that, however, as it 
may, the fact remains that the regular doctor as well as the 
quack is sometimes associated with crime, showing that the 
educated practitioner is no more exempt from professional 
malpractice than his less-favored brother or sister. This is 
the moral of history. 

There is another phase of this accusation, however, that 
needs to be.recalled in order to appreciate the evidence I am 
about to offer against it. I refer to the remarks of the doc- 
tors that associated the poor as well as the uneducated with 
the ministry of crime and the practice of fostal abortion— 
assertions so surprising to me that I had to ask for something 
like proof before the speakers left the floor. The proof, 
however, has not appeared, so I submit the following evi- 
dence in proof of the misleading and false nature of the 
accusation ; and my witnesses will not be ignored in any of 
the educated circles of New England society, for their testi- 
monies hav been before the public for years, and may be 

. found in the little volume, ** A. Book for Every Woman.” 
Turning to page 17 I learn that the elder Dr. Storer, then |: 
professor of midwifery in the University of Harvard, set on 
foot an “anti-abortion movement in New England" as 
early as 1856. In 1857 “a committee, consisting of some of 
the most prominent and most reliable practitioners in various 
parts of the country, with the younger Storer as chairman, 
was appointed by the American Medical Association, at its 
meeting in Nashville, to investigate the crime, with a view 
to its possible suppression." In 1869, the same association, 
while in convention at Louisville, resolved, **in view of the 
prevalence and increasing frequency of the crime, publicly 
to enter an earnest and solemn protest against such unwar- 
rantable destruction of human life.” (“Why Not? A 
Book for Every Woman.” By Horatio R, Storer, M. D., of 
Boston, 2d edition, 1867, pp. 19-23.) 

These and kindred protests, however, did not correct the 
evil complained of, much less stop the practice of fostal 
abortion, so, in 1867, Dr. Storer considered the following 
Oharges established: 


endanger the life of his soul. Bo he teils her to say that 
thou art my sister, so that it may be well with me (didn't 
matter if it was well with her or not), and that my soul may 
liv, He had rather that his wife should be abused than to 
be-abused himself. And do you still say that such a man's 
bosom is just the thing to satisfy the wants of the civiliza- 
tion of the nineteenth century ? A man who permitted 
poor Hagar to be driven from his house, that she and his 
own unborn child might in the wilderness die of starvation? 
What ! yesi ‘tis true; get your Bibles and read for yourself, 
A pretty bosom, indeed ! 

When we reflect that Abraham had a wife and a! o kept 
& concubine; that he was willing to see his wife a' used and 
his concubine and her child die of starvation, and that he 
was ready to murder and roast his only chi'd, it seems to 
us that the clergy ought to stop praising him and misrepre- 
senting the facts in the case by falsely claiming that he was 
full of faith, and a model worthy of the adoration of the 
nineteenth century, so much so that there was none like 
unto him. 


The Logle of a Good Life. 


To THE EDITOR OF TuE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Having 
read you on personal affairs, I feel tempted to say that you 
hav been very shabbily treated by both friends and foes. 
The friends were false friends; the foes were genuine ones. 
The foes were sincere; the friends were insincere, Insin- 
cerity is hypocrisy. A hypocrite is a rascal. You hav done 
well to show the rascals up. You will do better by not 
condescending to notice the shabby gentry in the future, 
but answer them with ‘‘a logic of a good life.” 

In the Catholic church there is a doctrine that your false 
friends would do well to learn, and better to practice; it is 
the doctrine of retribution. The church teaches if one man 
injures another, and that injury does not benefit society or 
the church, the man committing the injuries must go and 
ask the injured man’s pardon and make all the compensa- 
tion and restoration to the injured man that is in his power 
to make. The church says it is of no importance whether 
the statement was true or false; that is not to ther at; it 
isthe amount of injury done knowingly; you kne that 
that report would injure the man; you knew that it v» uld 
not benefit either the church or society, therefore it as 
done with an evil intent, and it is your duty to repair i e 
evil. 

Shall we, who hav thrown off the fetters of old mothe.’ 
church; who boast that we are clear of her dogmas, sins, 
and follies; we who call ourselves reasoners; we who boast 


Abraham’s Bosom. 
BY M. BABCOCK. 


Our orthodox friends all the while keep begging and teas- 
ing that finally they may be permitted to rest in Abraham's 
bosom. When we reflect that already two women, Sarah 
and Hagar, at least hav a squatter’s right to the occupancy 
of that bosom, the question arises, If the millions of white 
and black, old and young, male and female, shall succeed 
in getting a resting spot in Abraham’s boson, if the original 
occupants will not feel, that their rights hav not been prop- 
erly respected ? 

If Abraham was & white man PT an Irishman, or if he is 
possessed of the Irish prejudice against the colored popula- 
tion, it is possible that Abraham himself might object to 
having his bosom overcrowded unless he himself could hav 
something to say as to its occupants. 

And it it be true that Abraham was a black man, will the 
white sisters rest as contentedly in his bosom as they would 
if his bosom was of a different color? 

But would it not first be well to inquire as to the capacity 
and the location of the bosom, whether in heaven or in 
hell? 

We are told that no one can be saved except through the 
blood of the Son. Aud if this be true, Abraham must now 
be in hell, for the Savior did not come until it was too late 
to save Abrauam. 

We hear a great deal about Abraham’s faith. Aud as the 
continual preaching about, Abraham's faith caused the mur- 
der of little Edith Freeman, besides doing great harm 
to many others, we will now examine the Bible itself and 
see if the clergy tell the truth when they say that Abraham 
was possessed of great faith. 

The Lord had promised that Isaac should liv to be the 
father of a large progeny, and that he should be Abraham’s 
heir (Gen. xxi, 10; xxii, 19) Then I ask, How could 
Abraham hav any faith in a God who would command him 
to kill the child which he had promised should liv? The 
fact is that Abraham had not one particle of faith in God, 
nor does the account say that he had. But it does say that 
in attempting to kill his son he was actuated by fear, 

in t ry act of cutting the throat of his 
ong " in os Hold on, Abia. stay thy hand, for | York will be held at Odd Fellow's Temple, Rochester, on 
now Í know thou fearest God.” There is not one word said | the first Saturday and Sunday of June next. Mrs. Amelia 
about his faith, nor does the account intimate that he had | H. Colby, Emma Taylor, J. W. Seaver, George W. Taylor, 
any faith that God would save the child, He hadn't faith i and other speakers will be present and address the meeting. 


injure our fellow-man when it will not benefit society nor 
Freethought? Shame on the man that will do it! Shame 
on the man that will not come forward and confess his 
fault, promising never more to be lead by the passion of 
malice or another passion, but leading all passions by the 
beautiful force of reason! We areall frail. Come back, 
erring friends, come back, and ask pardon. It is more 
manly to confess faults than to attempt to face them out. 
The church of Rome takes her erring and false children 
back into her bosom—forgives their sins, The church of 
Humanity is more forgiving than the church of Rome. 
Then let the erring, foolish ones come back. I know that 
our church will forgive them. I know, dear Bennett, yon, 
too, will forgiv them. If they will not come back, let them 
forever hold their peace. Whether they come back or not, 
whether they talk or not, never disturb yourself by referring 
to their slanders again. Yours faithfully, 
Wilkensburg, Pa., May 16, 1880. CHARLES AUDLEY. 


Oo ————— 


Spiritualists’ Meeting. 


A quarterly meeting of the Spiritualists of western New 


had rather sacrifice his old wife to the lust of others than to . 


that we are lead by reason, and not by passion, are we to` 


8g | The Truth Seeker, May 99, 1880. 
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went after her. He could not find the owner, so he went to 
the stable to take her out, and a bystander and uninterested 
party picked up a stone weighing about four pounds and 
told the farmer. he would knock bis brains out, when the 
farmer turned on his heel and went to the magistrate. to get 
a warrant fer the man for threatening his life, but the 
magistrate and the man who did the threatening were bot. 
members of the Methodist church, and the farmer was not. 
To be sure he was refused a warrant. ‘‘O consistency, 
thou art & jewel !? "m 

The aforesaid farmer is my father, and I was so incensed 
at the proceeding that I resolved to make.it public. 

Yours in the cause of truth seeking, 
J. D. BroLLEMEYEBR. 


of the hereafter question, although I take my place in the 
ranks along with the Atheistical Materialist. I do not 
assert beyond a doubt that death ends all, and so giv 
myself the benefit of the doubt, and stand ready to receive 
evidence either way. I think Mrs. Slenker's reply to the 
Dodd Card No. 8 very good. I guess she spoke so he could 
hear that time. I confess to a little partiality for T. C. 
Lelaud, and hope.he may liv always and continue to write 
for THE TRUTH SSEKER. Giv my love to Mrs. Bennett. 
She deserves to be happy now, and I believe the world will 
be benefited by all you both hav dared and suffered. 
Your friend, Anna M. BROOKS, 


{etiere from Friends. 


THE BENNETT OVATION.—AN UNSPOKEN SPEECH. 


The magnificent ovation to Mr. Bennett at Chickering 
` Hall far surpassed anything of the kind I hav ever seen. 
But with all the stirring elcquence and fulness of expression 
on that occasion, some things were left unsaid which would 
hav heen very appropriate from Mr. Wakeman or Mr. 
Wright. I framed a little speech in my own mind, and as 
Iam. sure it would hav been received with applause, I beg 
leave to exercise the same privilege as Congressman Downey, 
amd print my unspoken speech as a part of the register of 
this great occasion. 

Mr. President, and Freemen of New York: To-night we 
are proving, in spite of federal courts, that this is a republic 
of the highest type, the ideal republic that Solon described 
in his definition as a community in which an injury, done 
to the humblest individual was felt by the entire commu. 
nity. The entire community before me now resents the 
wrongs of Mr. Bennett, and we resent not only the wrong 
inflicted by religious persecution through the officers of the 
law, but the more malignant wrong of personal malice Which 
sought to make him personally infamous. 

We.resent it as gross injustice, for the common sense and 
common justice of mankind judge all men by their entire 
record, The account is fairly balanced by public justice, 
which credits us with our virtues, and charges us with our 
feelings, of which we all hava liberal share, and I think 
that when posterity shall adjust the balances on Mr. Ben- 
nett's record, but few men will hav a larger balance to their 
credit than this martyr of free speech. ; 

And I would further say, that if, as has been proposed, 
we should send Mr. Bennett to Congress, he wouid not 
enter the Capitol with a downcast countenance, but would 
stand among his peers, and challenge any man to show a 
whiter record of general virtue and unselfish rade d 


Axer, Mass., May 24, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT: Please hav the kindness to send me one 
of each size of both pictures of D. M. Bennett, in the cos- 
tume of a ‘Christian institution," and citizen’s dress. 
These reflect the real, while Bible pictures are but fancy 
Sketches of the imagination. t y 
Sampson's dental operation où the lion, and the talking 
donkey are spirited pictures, if they were true, I doubt 
not the latter might be reproduced and photographed to- 
dev. : 
Truth will outlive its would-be assassins, and rout 
intrenched error. Ever for the rigbt, 
ELIJAH MYRICK. 


De Wirt, Iowa, May 8, 1880. 
Frrenp BENNETT: Inclosed please find $3 to pay for 
Ten TRUTH SEEKER One year. I would like to hav been 
in New York Jast Monday to hav met with the friends of 
truth and freedom and taken the hero and martyr by the 
‘hand and said thrice welcome; yes, à thousand, times wel- 
come to liberty again and to freedom; and I hope their 
hands may be palsied and their tongues cleave to the root 
of their mouths if they make another unholy attempt to 
deprive humanity of their most sacred rights. While truth 
stares them in the face they will continue to squirm, and. in 
their dying agonies they will wound on every side both 
friends and foes. Their race is nearly run; it ia only a 
question of time anda little more education to complete 
the emancipation of the human family from the errors of 
superstition and priestcraft. : 
TRE TRUTH SEEKER is doing a noble work, and my 
prayer is that its editor may long liv to enjoy the sunshine 
of liberty and the freedom that justly belongs to all the 
human race. ` i 
With my best wishes to all who are laboring in the good 
cause for freedom, I subscribe myself your sincere friend 
and well wisher, : E. SWEETING. 


East DunUQUE, Int, May 20, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, My DEAR OLD AND VALUED FRIEND: 
Happy to learn you are home again. That happiness and 
nature’s choicest blessings be yours in time allotted to you 
is not more devoutly desired by any living being than the 
writer, your old friend; and none more deeply grieved at the 
unjust sufferings of a just and righteous man through tbe 
wicked conspiracy of Christians—the real enemies of happi- 
ness of their fellow-man. Itis truly hard and bitter to suf- 
fer as you hav for no crime or wrong to man, woman, or 
child, and for your untiring labor to benefit and happify 
Others at great personal sacrifices. 

Well, there is this reflection: every act must hav its 
equivalent, and the reward, though late, must come in some 
shape for good, to equalize the great injury you suffered in 
laboring for the enlightenment, the elevation, the purity, 
happiness, and the largest liberty for man. 

Ot this I am confident is the imperious law of nature's 
forces for her protection and adaptation to progress which 
an eternity has presented. Retrogression is impossible, change 
and progress is an inherent principle of matter; and the evil 
measured to you with injustice must be meted to your 
enemies, who justly deserve its return with interest. My 
best regards to Mrs. Bennett and yourself. 

Your true friend, D, R. BURT. 


Gorp Hıuu, Nzv., May 8, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I can assure you, my dear 
sir, that the Liberals here, as elsewhere, greatly rejoice to 
know that you are at last enjoying your freedom of which 
you had been so cruelly deprived. On coming out of the 
** bgstile " how bright and inspiring must hav been to you 
the sunshine; how sweet to- breathe once more in the 
atmosphere of physical and intellectual liberty!; May you 
retain your health and strength and vigor for many long 
years to continue the great work in which you are engaged! 
Methinks I see Abbot, Bundy, etc., trembling in their 
boots because the lion that they kicked a little while ago 
while he was chained, and consequently defenseless, is at 
last turned loose and fully able to detend himself. 
Yours, PauL GARIEPY. 


E BURLINGTON, KAN., May 16, 1880. 

Bro. BENNÉTT: I was gratified to learn through your 
paper that the massive doors of the Christian bastile had to 
yield to the demands of Father Time, and let you pass out 
into the world, and that your ovation was a success. How 
I would hav enjoyed the meeting of friends on the occasion 
of honoring our martyr and leader on his return home from 
captivity, caused by Christian bigotry and religious super- 
stition, f 

I notice in this conflict between Christianity and Liberal- 
ism that most of the injustice that has been done to Liber- 
als is charged to Comstock. This to my perception is 
reasoning from effects, instead of causes, for I hay always 
contended that he is but the agent of the power behind the 
throne. He is the legal official of what the masses think is 
a democratic form of government. A republican admin- 
istration created the law, and Anthony, their agent, at 
$4 000 a year is to see that it is executed. To support our 
inquisitor-general, we hav our U. B. courts created by the 
chief executive of the nation, supported by about 65,000 
priests who claim to be the special agents of God, and to 
cap the climax of absurdities in this era of American 
history. Quite a number of our journalists or skeptics, for 
fear of the church and priesthood, remain in the quagmires 
of superstition to please this church oligarchy. in taking 
& retrospective view of our country and people I become 
discouraged at the magnitude of the approaching contest 
which is certain to come, sooner or later, between church 
and state, labor and the moneyed monopolies of the Chris- 
tian world, We need not quiet our fears ; that it is only a 
struggle, between the lords and serfs in this country, for if I 
can read the signs of the times the Christian world is on the 
eve of amighty eruption to cast off the morbid matter of 
church and state, and evolute us higher in the plane of 
humanity. I ama month past sixty-two, and I would like 
to see the question settled before. my vital force is exhausted 
whether we are to hav a republic, or be the slaves of 
priest and kingeraft. Curs BROWN. 


A SxANEATELES, N., Y., May 12, 1880. 
D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: The friends at Skgneateles 
congratulate you and your dear, good wife on your return 
to your home and office, We all like Mr. Macdonald, but 
we believe in the old saying, ‘‘ When you hav a friend that 
js good and true, exchange not the old one for the new.” 
: L. D. HuxForp. 


VALLEY FALLS, KAN., May 21, 1880. 
D. M. BgNNETT Dear Sir: This is the first time I hav 
had the pleasure of addressing you since your release from 
Christian captivity. Iam both pleased and surprised that 
you hav come out in good health and mind unimpaired. 
May you liv long to wield your sharp sword of reason 
against the foes of liberty, is my earnest desire. Í hav 
received one of the slanderous pamphlets of which you 
spoke in your last issue. The fool who sent it wasted a 
nickel in printers’ ink and postage. So far as I know, there | send you $6 instead of $5: I think you hav a better wife 
is not a Liberal in this county who has 80 far forgotten him- | than Job, tor she told him to curse God and die, but Mrs. 
self as to become your enemy at the instigation of the| Bennett showed the true jewel in every way. I trust I 
designing tools of the church who are so busy slandering | shall see you both at the annual meeting in August. 
: With true regard and esteem, your friend, 
E. E. CURTIS. 


BrigutTon, .N Y., May 15, 1880, 
DEAR FRrEND: When Job was tried by the two great 
opposing forces, God. and the: devil, his friends, after his 
living through the crisis, gave him a piece. of money, so.he 
became far better off in every respect than before... I 
thought I would send $1, but find the volume ‘‘ The Gods," 
etc., 80 much larger and better than I expected that I shall 


OU. 
7 Our League is in good condition, and numbers forty-five 
members. O. A. Phelps delivered a neat oration at our 
| League meeting on the 2d of May. This meeting was held 
to celebrate your return to your home and editorial chair. 
Inclosed you will find $3, which you will place to my 
credit on subscription. As I am a young man yet, I expect 
to liv and read Tug TRUTH BEEKEB for at least fifty years 
to come, and shall consider the $150 paid for it one of the 
best investments of my life. May the grand old TRUTH 
BERKER a]Woys liv! - Yours, A. J. SEARL. 


H MippLETOWN, N. Y., April 16, 1880. 

WHEREAS, By reason of evolution in material things 
changes are produced in the affairs of governmenta either 
statutory or derogatory to the inhabitants thereof; be it 
therefore f ; | 

Resolved, That we, the uudersigned, under the protection 
of our Liberal constitution, do form ourselves into what is 
known as a Local Liberal League, and hereby seek admis- 
sion iuto the National Liberal League. . . ; 

Por. A. L. Rawson, BEC.: Our reasons for such sffilía- 
tion are to help as best we can in the promulgation of 
several important reforms already begun, viz , the equal 
rights to liberty and knowledge for the humblest citizen. 
The non interference in government or. state affairs by. any 
incorporated sect, religious or otherwise. The abolition of 
the chaplains in all national or state institutions, of whatever 
description. Also the Bible from schools aud all public 
institutions of learning or jurisprudence where are gathered 
persons of various religious creeds. Believing that church 
tyranny, like its fabled hell, has become a terror in the land 
and its fires of bigotry.are fast consuming the ch«rter of 
liberty which our ancestors fought and won for us, therefore 
we respectfully submit the inclosed names of applicants to 
your consideration for the graat of a charter: 


Inwin’s BrATION, PA., May 23, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Str: After congratulating you upon 
ycur fortuuate escape alive from the good Coristians’ ten- 
der mercy den, I wil! inform you that I am still faithful to 
the good healthy teaching prescribed by you through your 
books and papers, and can fully recommend it to my neigh- 
bors and friends as & good purgative medicine to cast out 
the demons of superstition and bigotry and restore to them 
the valuable reason that the yaller-legged, chicken-eating 
aristocratic paupers hav robbed them of. Giv me liberty 
for to believe as I can, and discriminate my belief, or giv 
me death, is my motto, and shajl be till I die, and I want 
every person to hav the same liberty. 

I wrote two or three letters to you when at Albany in the 
Christian reformatory school. 1 hope you received them. 


.- New Hanrronp, Iowa, May 9, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sw: ‘the man having the most 
enemies and the meanest, and the most friends and the best 
and truést of any man in the United States, is yourself. . 
Having addressed you several times as a prisoner, I now 


for the first time address you as a free man.  Inclosed is|1 hav chosen you as my patron saint, and would not H. FULLER, J. J. UOMPTAIN, 

six dollars, five for your two volumes on “ Ancient Gods,” | exchange you for all the gods that ever emanated from C. J. Gni6es, H. H TAYLOR, 

and one to apply on subscription. Your enemies hav truly | cannibal brains, I never did. believe in dog eating dog, C. L. HOMIDIEN, J. E Mrap. 

spread abroad your worth. A little over a year ago thou- | Deither do I believe in man eating man, much less in drink- F. STEURM, W. E Knapp, 
sands of us knew you not. To-day you are known by all ing his blood, : "n J. M, COLWELL, J. J, Moonx, 

the earth, yes, even by the hosts of gods in heaven. Well, o oa, brother Bennett, in the good cause of publishiug P. F. KAUFMAN, G. W, PAREINSON, . 
you owe these defamers and persecutors that hav belittled | the truth, and unborn nations will rise upto honor and bless B. Sweet, H. W. Niver, 
ihemsetves, and helped place your name with the great men | your noble example, always remembering that it is impos- G, O. JoNES, M. NOTTING, 


of the present and past ages, and I want you to pay them. 
Pay them well, and the hest way to do it is to leave them in 
their own rottenness. Your work is beyond all such as 

tbey, Let their insignificance tell their worth, i 
‘I am obliged to them for sending me one of each of 
their ''extra ten thousand." They advertised their mean- 
ness gratis, I will hereafter take it for granted that they 
are mean enough to do anything, if only for the sake of not 

being furtber troubled with ‘ hi kuiture,”’ 

Truly your friend, M. J. PIERCE. 

es Howe, Tex., May 2, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Distance prevents me from 
being at your reception. I should be poud indeed to be 
one Of the many who will take you by the hand and giv 
you words of welcome. My whole soul glows with grati- 
tude toward you for your noble defense of our cherished 
right of free press and mails. "There is no organization of 
Liberals here, and but few who are outspoken in sympathy 
with the cause, With the aid of Tue TRUTH SEEKER I 
hav been able to gain a few friends amovg the intelligent 
class. lam in arrears for my paper, and 1 inclose two dol- 
larg, which is all that I can get at present. I hope to be 


sible for the straight-jacket orthodox ministers to tell the 
truth about those who take no stock in their ghost and 
witch stories, for the time has fully come when all it takes 
to constitute a Christian is to curse and denounce all unbe- 
lievers of their dogmas. ) 
X wish to tell friend Chapman that my opinion of Spirit- 
uslism is nothing more than Christianity running wild. If 
the people of America must hav an ideal god, I suggest 
that D. M, Bennett make one, and I'll warrant him to be a 
good one if you take my word for it, but remember that 
prejudice doth often blind the understanding of mankind. 
Yours fraternally, Wm. N. RIDINGER, 


CrDAR RaPIDS, Iowa, May 3, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir.: lnclosed find one dollar to 
square up my account, The balance, if there is any, put 
where it will do the most good. . I only wish it were more. 
I know it takes money to furnish the munitions of war and 


hands against superstition, bigotry, and error is no excep- 
tion, but requires funds just the same. I hope this letter 
wil find you enjoying your liberty once more. I feel 
ashamed and mortified to think that such injustice has been 
done to a citizen by my country; and my wish is that the 
like may never happen again. i 


With kind regards, I remain, Yours, L, B. Dawson. 


Hancock, MD., May 12, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I congratulate you on your 
return to liberty, and hope you will wield your able pen to 
the destruction of Comstock & Co. 

A marked instance of oppression came under my notice 
yesterday, and I hope you will publish it and let the people 
know how things are going here. A gentleman living here 
has a small piece of land lying along the Potomac river 
just outside of Hancock, and a few years ago the fence 
. around the farm was taken away by high water, and now 
able to order your new book this fall. I wish I had a hun- | he is farming without fence, for the law of this state com- 
dred dollars to spend on your publications. I lend my| pela every man to fence against his own stock. On last 
papers to all who will read them, and send some to friends| Sunday a.strange cow entered the gentleman’s cornfield 
ata distance. How I hav laughed at Babcock’s recital of | and he drove her to his barn and shut her up. Yesterday 
that hog-killing story, vouched for by Mr. Mark of New | the son of the owner of the cow stole the cow away from 
Testament fame. Iam much interested in the pro and con | captivity and took ber home, when the owner of the ferm. 


LAMAR Co., Texas, May 2, 1880. 

DEAR OLD. FRIEND: I hope you realize to-day that — ^ 

The darkest day, 
Liv till to-morrow, will hav passed away. 

Ihope the bracing sun and air are enjoyed by your old, 
well-worn system, this good Sunday morning, as by other 
freemen. 

A year ago I was afraid you would hav to die in prison, 
but I now hope that the next Taura SEEKER wi) bring 
word that you are a live freeman. I don't want you to pray 
as wicked a prayer as old David did. I want you, however, 
to be sure to pay the orthodox devils about as fast as you 
can. But be sure to watch the corners, lest they get the 
under hold on you again, They hate you a thousand times 


Carry on a campaign, and this fight that we hav upon our ` 


Peis: 
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worse than they hate the devil; and no wonder, You hav! 


hurt them worse than the devil ever did. ; 
linclose one dollar, for which you will please send me 


to me as I attempted to arrest him for selling dime novels." 
He told his little congregation that the old Infidel cut off 
three or four of his jugular veins, but as God had given 


the amount in'copies of **'The Pocasset Tragedy." by Prof. : him extra jugular veins he protected him and his glorious 


Denton. I propose to distribute them. gratis. I wish you 
could write me a speech showing that the true, genuine In- 
fidel livs a happier life and dies a more peaceful death than 
the true, genuine orthodox Christian does. A debate is 
expected on this question. I take the affirmative by choice. 

Iclose by hoping to meet you in the next world. I am 
inclined to think that for the last thirteen months you hav 
had the sympathy of more people than any other person on 
(earth, I hav felt the tender emotion for you a thousand 

mes. Ba 

Giv your wife the name of your old patron and well 
wisher. Tell her I was sorry for her also. I hav seen 
eighty-one winters. I may never write agaiu. . 
7... Yours fraternally, J. A. RUTHERFORD. 


EAE PC cat E Eupora, May 3, 1880. 
-DEAR FRIEND BENNETT: Inclosed please find documents 
which will explain themselves. ý 

: The Liberals of this vicinity celebrated your release from 
"prison in a fitting manner, and I will say that it was the 
first meeting of Liberals ever held in this partof the county, 
‘and was a complete success, The Liberals, being notified 
Of the anticipated meeting, came. from far and near with 
their wives and children, and joyfully participated in the 
social festivities of the occasion. . — - i 

` I inelose a report of the meeting, and a copy of a poem 
written for the occasion, We should hav taken great pleas- 
ure in attending your grand reception in New York, but 
‘the distance rendered it impossible. We hope to see you 
next fall at Bismarck Grove at the Liberal eamp-meeting. 

Your very true friends, CHARLES and MARY SEARS, 


San Francisco, CAL., May 8, 1880. 
"PurgzND BENNETT : I am heartily glad to know through a 
dispateh from New York that you are out of the Christian 
church hell at Albany, and that the hall in which the 
exercises in honor of your release took place was all too 
small to hold the multitude which thronged to it. I did 
not write a letter direct to you in prison, but I did write to 
and work for your paper. I am not now, nor am I '* hardly 
ever," in the writing mood, but I want to send a word along 
with money order for $8, which I inclose as subscription for 
another year. Although you hav just completed a pretty 
big job for human rights, liberty, &nd freedom, still I can't 
forgive you, dear Bennett, oh, no, no! But-dear old dyed- 
in-the-wool Freethinker, do not despair at this, for there 
may.yet be invented a microscope of sufficient power to 
enable. me to see what in the name of all the dam phools 
there is in you to forgive. Yours for honesty, 
l Dr. Gro. HARDCASTLE, 
: |. RawrrN8, Wro., May 10, 1880. 
Mr. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: When I first subscribed 
for Tug TRUTA SEEKER I was orthodox in principle, and 
'éoncluded to take your paper until your. upjust imprison- 
ment should expire. Since that time I hav taken consider- 
able pains to post myself in religious matters, and I must 
confess that I am surprised to learn that Christianity stands 
on such a poor fouadation. 
permanent subscriber to your valuable paper. 
UNS f Yours truly, Wm. HARDESTY. 


: Syracuse, N: Y., May 4, 1880, 
BROTHER BENNETT : As ihe census enumerator will soon 
be on duty asking what our religion is, will you not, through 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER, urge Freethinkers, Liberals, Spirit- 
ualists, and Infidela to stand up in manly independence and 
say they are disciples of Freethought and of Free Religion ; 
that the Liberal element of this country may be fairly repre- 
sented in the coming census, and that we may hav the true 
number of the lovers of liberty and freedom and the baters 
of slavery, intolerance, and religious bigotry. 
. It should bea credit to every honest man who does not 
‘indorse orthodox religion—either Protestant or Catholic—to 
gay so boldly and firmly, and the Liberal element may soon 
become à power in the land battling for truth and right. 
We heartily welcome your return to liberty again. As our 
friend and leader, millions of warm avd honest hearts greet 
your return, and future generations will rise up and call you 

. blessed. Yours for religious freedom, 
US i R., C. TROWBRIDGE., 
ANN ARBOR, Mica., May 6, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT: My dear old and much persecuted 
' friend, as I hav now just passed my sixty-eighth birthday, 
and hay my domestic and financial affairs in a shape so I 
can devote more time to the Liberal cause, I want you to 
seud me a few extra copies of this week's TRUTH SEEKER 
and oblige, 8. D. MOORE. 


BATTLE CREEK, M:cng., April 29, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: At the request of 
A. L. Rawson, E.q, of New York, Secretary of the Na- 
tional Liberal League, I hereby send you a report of the 
date of the organization and names of the officers of the 
Battle Creek Auxiliary Liberal League No. 184. 
The charter members of League No. 184 met at my office 
April 28ih and elected Ralph B. Cummings, President; Ab- 
ner Hitchcock, Secretary ; Horace Clark, Treasurer; and 
A. B. Woodcock, Chairman on public work; W. 8. Gray, 
Chairman on discussion; A. M. Jordan, Chairman on social 
affairs; John Harper, Chairman on finance. 
Respectfully yours truly, ABNER HITCHCOCK, 
P Sec. Battle Creek L. L. 


ANTHONY .COMBTOCK, 


PonTLAND, Me., May 21, 1880. 

Bro. BENNETT: Sunday, May the ninth, the good people 
of Portland, Me., had the pleasure of assembling themselves 
together in an orthodox church and listening. to the great 
teacher Anthony (sneak) Comstock. I did not listen to his 
lies, for my wife was not willisg for me to attend his meet- 
ing, knowing that I should surely ask him some questions, 
aud would be likely to make some trouble in the meeting. 
Bo I atayed at home, and Mrs. Lamb went and heard what 
the old fraud had to say. On her return from the meeting she 
informed me that the pious Anthony came into the church 
about half past seven and ascended the coward's castle, and 
began by telling the parents that they must sign the petition 
at once to hav a law here in Maine to prevent the children 
from reading dime novels. He then told the congregation 
that he was the great Anthony Comstock, of New York, 
. and had caused the arrest of more than four hundred of 
men, women, and children, for reading and sending ob- 
scene literature through the United States mail, He said 
his greatest enemies were Infidels. Turning partiy around 
and showing a socar an his neck ; *5 See what an Infidel did 


You can count on me asa 


work, and brought him off victorious. 


Just then some children, thinking it laughable that a 
man had so many jugular veins inside of his neck, made 
some disturbance, and the great law-giver stopped and told 
the children’ that they were in the house of God, and to 
keep very quiet or he should put them out of doors. The 
old coward in his castle then ordered them to take up con- 
tributioniso that he could carry on his great and good work 
in other parts of God's moral vineyard. Here let.me say, if 
Anthony Comstock ever visits this city again and lectures 
here I shall hear him, and then and there he wi!l be asked 
if hé is the man that caused the arrest of D. M. Bennett, 


and sent him to Albany prison for no crime, whatever. I 


will make it warm for him for à few momenta and '' don't 
you forget it." : " 

. lshali ever remember bow I enjoyed your grand recep- 
tion && Chickering Hali. What was said there on that even- 


ing will liv and glow with increasing. brightness in my |- 


memory, until I pass on to a brighter plain, beyond what is 
Called death. — . ; 

Bro. Bennett, be of good cheer; your imprisonment has 
added to the Liberal army of this country, and has shaken 
many of the old orthodox bastiles to their very Center, and 
they are ready to fall never to rise again. They hav cursed 
the inhabitants of earth long enough, To-day thousands are 


hav been hurled from the pulpita in all parts of the civ- 
ilized world. Such men as Joe Cook, Crosby, and Com- 
itock hav been teaching people that they could lie, steal, 
and murder, and all would be wellif they only asked 


Jesus to forgive them and wash away every crime. 


Again I say this doctrine was, and is, cursing all that are 
following in the train of the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation. i 

Anthony Comstock, Colgate, and President Hayes must 
learn, with the rest of the human family, that there is no 
power in heaven or on earth that ever forgave one sin, or 
ever will, but that they hav got. to answer for every deed 


throughout the universe, and every penalty must be paid. 
Yours truly, H. A, Lams, M.D. 


& moment—150,000 errors in God’s Word, and yet Chris- 


seed. Instead of poring over the Pentateuch for ever, 
Christians should sometimes read D. M. Bennett's **Inter- 


Grave's publications. 


them. : 


for this ‘One Mistake of 
better matter: 
ONE MISTAKE OF MOSES, 


Holy Moses, : 
Keep our noses . 
From old Egypt’s putrid land. 
Ruffoearion 
Killed that nation, 
Thousands rott ng in the sand 
By Jehovah’s good command. ` 
High and low, and great and small, 
God did kindly drown them all. 


Moses flee, sir, 
God did see, Bir, 
When you murdered Phar’oh’s man. 


It you're not prepared to die, 
“ Meekest man,” 
This a sample 
Good and ample 
Of the men who wrote God’s Word, 
Oruel being ! 
Bee bim fleeing, 
Did he write God's holy Word? 
Nothing could be more absurd. 
But. we must believ» it though, . 
Or to Hades we must go. 


Old King David, 
Too, ia saved. 
Pattern of Jehovah’s heart; 
ble writer, 
: Holy fighter, 
Slew a giant—he was smart— 
. Murdered thousands by hie art. 
Killed a man to get his wife— 
Such King David's holy life. 


All be jolly, 

Bibla tolly, 
Ingersoll has let it out 

Very neatly, 

And completely 
Sent old Moses up the spout, 
Ged himself can’t get him out, 
Ingerso!! has spoiled bis fame, 
Left him in disgrace and shame. 


Every creature, 
Priest and preacher, 
Should " Mistakes of Moses " read. 
Most specific, 
Scientific, 
Philosophie truth indeed, 
Just what all mankind do need. 
Get those books and read them through. 
That's what Ohristians all should do. 
E. N. K. 


Very respectfully yours, 

SHawano, Wis., April 26, 1880, 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Herewith I inclose postal 
money order with the names of ten subscribers for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. A few months ago you had no subscribers 
here. This to greet you on your return from imprisonment 
to gratify. Christian bigotry and persecution for being a 
Freethinker or Liberal in your religious opinions, is the 
response of Liberals to the Christian raid on free speech, 
free thought, a free press, and free mails, in the effort to 
suppress the brave and fearless TRUTH SEEKER. 

In times pastit was said that the blood of martyrs was 
the seed of the church. 80 the Christian outrage committed 
on you for opinion’s sake, to foster and uphold a rotten sys- 
tem of arrant hypocrisy and the seething hotbed of sin, 
rascality, aud licentiousness, as manifested almost daily in 
the peraon and practice of some ‘‘reverend” seducer or mur- 
derer, has aroused the Liberal element of the country to the 
danger that threatens personal, civil, and religious iiberty, 


and Liberal Leagues are being organized everywhere, And | 


the circulation of Tus TRUTH SEEKER, instead of being 


suffering in jails and prisons on account of the lies that. 


done On earth; as there is a penalty attached to every law 


EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Just think of it for 


tians contend it is infallible. 'This is orthodox logic gone to 


rogatories to Jehovah,” and also Messrs. Ingersoll’s and 


Saints and sinnera should alike posseas these practical 
works and understand their most important and invaluable 
treasures of truth. Like Tur TRUTH BEREEB, they are 
indeed very instructive and truly interesting from beginning 
to end. No real lover of truth can afford to be without 


Dear sir, some time, perhaps, you may find & vacant place 
oses,” without crowding out 


suppressed, a8 was intended, is doubling. up ; and if one- 
half the true Liberals hav done or will do their duty ita cir- 
culation will reach fifty thousand by the Fourth of July. 
Let every Liberal in the country resolve to do his share— 
and do it too—toward pushing the circulation up te this 
point, and it will be done with little effort. oa Ui s 

"Then again as the result of Christian bigotry and supersti- 
tion to intimidate free thought, muzzle the press, and cap- 
ture the people's mails, see the increasing army of free 
speech and Liberal thought lecturers, both men and brave 
women, whom & growing Liberal sentiment calls into the 
field, and are eagerly listened to by large and increasing au- 
diences every where. i 


And again, Liberal aud Infidel books, pamphlets, and . 
writings, including Paine's, Ingersoll’s, Underwood'e, and 
hundreds of others, are being published because there is a 
demand for them; and they are bought and sold, and circu- 
lated and discussed, three hundredfold more than before 
Tpe TRUTH SEEKER was established and began blowing 
Gabriel’s horn of Freethought, and before you were sought 
to be silenced by the cohorts of bigotry and superstition. , 


From this outlook at the harvest thus far, it is a serioua 
question whether Christian bigotry and intolerance in the 
attempt to revive the methods and spirit of the Spanish In. 
quisition has not been a bad investment, especially when 
limited in methods to simple imprisonment for thirteen 
months and a money fine of three hundred dollars. The 
spirit thus manifested is eager and willing to go further, but 
an enlightened public sentiment and the rapid spread of 
Liberalism and the love of liberty. forbids the powers to en- 
force the old methods, such as gouging out eyes, pulling 
out tongues by the roots with red-hot pincers, or boring 
them through with red-hot irons, cutting off ears and noses, 
pulling out finger nails, drawing and quartering, or burning 
at the stake, besides numerous other mild ways of dispens- 
ing the gospel to heretics and unbelievers like you. It must 
be a source of solemn sorrow and regret to the professed 
followers of the **meek and lowly ” that they are limited to 
80 poor & use of you as vulgar imprisonment aad a fine, to 
help build up, perpetuate, illustrate, and make beautiful the 
gospel of “ believe or be damned.” ; 

There isa rapidly growing crowd that don't believe all 
the humbuggery and inventions of priestcraft, and they ob- 
ject to being even imprisoned for not believing them, to say 
nothing of the burning and tbe eye-gouging that would as 
surely follow the power to inflict them now as soul saving 
inventions and methods, as in the past. The patent fact, 
visible to the naked eye, that the craft: is losing its grip on 
the people, is what makes it desperate ; and such tools a3 
the pure and undefiled Comstock, Crosby Colgate, and a 
bigoted and corrupt judge that would make the infamous 
Jefferies blush himseif out of countenance in his palmiest 
days of shameless infamy, are employed to suppress free 
speech, free thought, and a free press, and steal the freedom 
of the United States mails for the exclusive propagation of 
sectarian intolerance and bigotry. ; 

When they get the Constitution amended, with God and 
the Bible recognized as the highest authorities in civil offices, 
with proper laws adopted to enforce the decrees of modern 
Christianity that imprisoned you for Opinion’s take, and 
when they segregate—as in Mexico and France at one time 
—one-third or more of the property from taxation, in 
churches, then they will make it more lively for all Free- 
thinkers and others who refuse to bow down and worship 
the gods and devils and myths they set up. It has ever been 
80 Where Christianity ran the state, and ever wil! be. 

W. 8. Woop. - 


CAMDEN, ME., May 13, 1880. 
D. M, Berner, Dear Sir: 1 hav read your first volume 
of “ The Gods,” etc., and like it very much, and with this 
you will find two dollars for the second volume. 
Yours truly, J. W. Stimpson. 


RocsrorD, May 12, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT: Allow me to Congratulate you sincerely 
on your release from the unjust imprisonment you hav suf- 
fered, I hope your life may be spared many years to fight 
the enemies of liberty. I hav enjoyed reading your excel- 
lent paper for five years, and shail as long as I can pay for 
it. lam a Liberal in every sense of the word, and only 
wish I had it in my power to do more for the cause than 
just to take the paper. I am surprised that so few people 
know anything about the Comstock postal law. I hardly 
find a person that knows anything about it, and cannot. be- - 
lieve when I tell them that people are imprisoned for opin- 
ion’s sake and especially your case. Intelligent people who 
are well posted on all other subjects hav never heard of it. 
There was a Liberal Convention held here early in April. 
I was epeaking to a Universalist minister about your c«se; 
he said he had never heard of it; had heard something 
about the postal law ; had paid no attention to it; thought 
it was all right, but said he would inquire into it and try to 
understand it better. Now in my opinion if those who go 
through the country lecturing would lay it before the people 
more would hear of it than could in any other way. Very 
many people will go to hear 8 lecture that do not hav a 
Chance to read a Liberal paper, or would not if they had 
the paper take the time to read it. Excuse me for offering 
my opinion, but I know how ignorant the people are here 
on the subject. I presume this is not the only place; and 
the only way people wili ever become enlightened on the 
subject is for those who lecture through the country to ex- 
plain the workings of the postal laws. 
Respectfully yours, 


— 


Errata. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Gir: 


8. B. MILLER, 


Errata 


-| are usually annoying and few readers look back to make 


good sense of mistakes; but when several that giv the 
appearance of Clumsy thinking occur in a brief article, it is 
well to note them. In the piece, the ‘‘ Bennett Reception,” 
near the close of the second paragraph, *' teachings" should 
be *'teachers;" in first line of fifth paragraph, ‘‘ responsibil- 
ity ” should be ** reapectability;” in fifth line of sixth para- 
graph, ‘‘wakened " should be '' weakened.” 

Vineland, N. J. M. E, TILLOTSON, 


Tux subscriber will respond to calls to lecture in Minne- 
sota and adjoining statea on the subject of '*An Intelligence 
Greater than Man," ** Has Nature a Master?" and other Lib- 
eral subjects. Address B. G. Merrill, Janesville, Waseca co., 
Minn. f 

AUXILIARY League No. 190 is at San Francisco, Cal, 
Secretary, Byron Adonis, ; 


The Truth Seeker, slay 99, 1880. 


Gods of the Present. 


BY WM. ALLEN SMITH. 
How silent nature moves for ages on, 
Aa did she In her smiling natal morn. 
While. sink the heroes, sages, and the rest, 
To lasting slumbers on earth’s peaceful breast! 


In never-varying order moves along 

The march of centuries; the changeless song 
Ot birth, of life, of rosy mirth and glee, 

Soon to be hushed in death successively. 


Meantime hath man in battling for a God 
(Sprung from his brain, that brain from earthly 


sod), 
With eye uplifted and with arm upraised, 
pd down in death the yonng, the fair, and 
rave. 


O monstrous myth.'deep-rooted in the gloom 
Of dark suspicions of tHis life’s sweet boon! 
A dreaded maker—still withal a friend; 
Loving father—yet devil to offend. 


From out the strata of the cunning thought 
Of vagrant idlers has this God been brought, 
Molded to suit each age as time hath sped, 

A menace living. and a horror dead. 


O yielding earth! O light, sweet-scented morn! 

Arch-sinners thou! through thee all things were 
born; 

Osun and moon, ye stars, thou raging sea, 

Progenitors of life, what shall become of thee? 


By holy wars, and wars of conquest too, 

Hav millions bled to raise a favored few 
Secure and firm upon a blood-bought throne, 
Rulers divine their meaner subjects spurn. 


What but “ the fear of something after death” 
And awed divinity of the kingly breath 

Doth stay the hands that saved the royal breed 
Who strangle freedom in the church’s creed? 


** Obey thy masters," says the biblic rake; 

Yea, starve and rot, still giv to church and state 
Its " rightful” tribute from thy slender store. 
Else be ye damned e'en now and evermore, 


m olights of hell—a God, an earthly king; 
The first to approve, the second to bring 
Such nameless horrors on the human race 
As would the lowest flend in hell disgrace. 


The church absolveg the nation’s bloody crime. 

While millions perish ere they reach their 
prime; 

The widow’s moan, the orphan’s startled cry. 

Hushed in the victor’s "Praise to God most 
high.” 


Monarchial rule thus re-asserted, rears 

More proud its crest, though bathed in blood 
and tears. 

"Te Deum's " ring out, the anointed church is 


gay 
Mid countless corpses festering to decay. 


Amorica, my country, are thou not free 
"From all such evils of a monarchy? 

Are not all welcome to thy fragrant shores 
And unearthed riches of dear nature’s stores? 


- Come, weary plebeian of another clime, 

A royal welcome waits thee—thee and thine. . 
Our teeming West will well repay thy toil— 
Be master there and monarch of the soil. 


Our Christian grabbers of the public land 
Mayhap hav left a narrow strip of sand. 
Dig deep and wide—work like the very devil, 
But if you swear we'll teach you to be civil. 


For mark ye, strangers, we are Christians here 
And hold our God in awe and trembling fear; 
And next to him our moneyoorasy, 
Which, in your land, is aristocracy. 


‘Tis true, our ancestors were sharp and 
shrewd, 

And oft their-hands in native blood imbrued; 

Drove the poor Indian from his hunting- 
ground, . 

But thanked their God in holy prayers pro- 
found. 


And more, 'tis true, we hold in fleree derision 
All nations who withhold a fair division 

Of suffrage votes (anent the public plunder) 
To those who pay the best the largest number. 


That elfin devil money has so charmed us, 
And conscience quite asleep has not alarmed 


us, 
We grind the poor man to the lowest ebb, 
Yet: chant our prayers ere we retire to bed. 


But God is good, and ere our days be done 

We'll make amends through Christ his only 
son; 

Endow a church or school with princely sum, 

Though from our half-fed toilers it be wrung. 


God of the rich! “a double health to thee,” 

Thou settest a troubled conscience quickly 
free, 

And all the darker memories of the past 

Deep in the shades of sweet oblivion east. 


God of the poor! alack ’tis said not here 

He eheers thy heart or dries the bitter tear; 

But ina world, another world to come, 

Where. heavenly splendors strike beholders 
dumb, i 


There shall thy virtues all resplendent shine, 

There shall earth's tyrants trembling, abject, 
whine f 

For merey—which they cannot buy or sell, 

And get it~in a whirlabout to hell. 


Thus saith the Book, and thus the parson cries; 

I wonder now if these be truths or lies. 

Truths? Some Christian hides will get a bak- 
ing. 

Lies? Why naught but old historic faking. 


God of the priest! thine anointed fiatter; 
Bow, crawl, kneel, in Greek and Latin chatter 
Their servile mouthings o’er and o’er again, 
Art thou not tired of the dull refrain? 


That thou, the maker of this earth and sea, 

Of all that is, or has been, is to be, 

Should seek such homage from thy human 
brood i 

Is something not quite clearly understood, 


A man may smile at kings and queens in state. 

For fools they are, from fools obesience take 

They're something human in their puff and 
toggery À 

And love of praise, which last is mostly forgery. 


' Petitions, prayers.in humble suppliance tended 


In awful awe on bended knee extended 
Toearthly rulers. A degrading task— 
Orawling b: fore a king or queenly mask. 


Small business for a God who doubtless holds 

Within his palm unknown and countless 
worlds, 

This forcing men to play the cringing knave, 

To fawn and flatter, thus their souls to save, 


God of the kings, divine they say thou art, 

And yet in kings find living counterpart. 

Thou hast a throne around which subjects 
wheel, 

And countless angels at thy foot-stool kneel. 


A few short years (two thousand, more or less) 
Ago, seeing the world in great distress, 

You wrote à book anent t:e great creation, 

Of future bliss, and specified damnation. 


The language was not plain, interpretation 
Resolved itself in acrid asservation, 

Till each had thought the other better go 
To seek for truth in Hade’s shades below. 


Then commenced a carnage that was fearful; 
Burnings and atrocities most tearful. 

Each faction called on God for heavenly aid: 
Each swore 'twas given to their bloody trade, 


And to this day that book is but a rtddle, 
Resembling Nero’s old historic fiddle. 

Upon which can be played a thousand airs, 

All pointing upward to the heavenly stairs. 
Rome doubted Christ, and now I can’t see why 


He kept his godly qualities so shy, 
When at his flat all breathing on eart} ’s sod 


Might then hav seen and now hav owned a God. 


He said ‘twas true our Father was enraged 
And quite ashamed that e’er he was engaged 
Creating such a perverse generation, 

And 80 he eame—the great propitiation— 


" To save us from the wrath to come,” O Lord, 

No man ere lived but with determined sword, 

His been the chance. old Adam would hav 
ripped ` 

Ere Eve and he that juicy apple sippéd. 


Old Adam, too, was doubtless unaware 
That all posterity with him would share 
The awful condemnation and confusion 
Made by the devil in the snake’s protrusion. 


I've something mixed. God made this devil, 
too— 

This very devilthat his work o'erthrew, 

And was angered to that high degree 

Himself eame down to die upon a tree, 


That through his death we might defy the 
devil. 

That master and concocter of all evil, 

And to a pardon for a crime not done 

To this forgiving grace most freely come. 


That devil’s still at large—a useful fellow, 
Attends to business. never becomes “ mellow,” 
You’ll find him in the synod in convention 
Raising bile and fostering hot contention. 


Church without a devil—life without a breath, 
The devil gone would be tbe church’s death. 
How the parsons pound, abuse, and hate him! 

And yet they'll not thank you to abate him. 


A thoughtful man might smile at senseless 
creeds, 

And deem them harmless and fictitious needs, 

Did not their followers in their churchly, mail 

Reflect the devil which they all assail, 

Scourge of the earth! though quenched thy fires 
of old, 

And gone thy honors, still truth doth now un- 
fold 

Thy richest clans combined in stern array 

To make the toiler poorer every day. 


These rich men will not, dare not look and see 


| The human hives that reek with misery, 


And dark abodes of want. of dulled despair, 
The scenes of horror ever acting there. 


They'd rather send a Cowley, ad factotam, 
To teach them grace or mayhap to choke'em, 


.| Should they survive too long his gen'rous diet. 


Which in most cases makes them wondrous 
quiet. 


Thou polished thieves! religion guards thy 
treasure, : 

The laws protect, and men march to the meas- 
ure 

Of ingrained falsehood from their very birth, 

Else were ye driven from the face of earth. 


Thy churches and thy gods alike are vain, 

To hide thy brutal acts, thy deeds of shame, 
Trade in the life. blood of the human racs 

That stains each dollar which is thine by grace. 


Theie is a power made by evolution, 

Of growing wrongs, and ‘tis revolution. 
Beware the falling ruins of the day 
When justice banishes thy gods away | 


— t A —————— 


. Book Notice. 


FRIEND BENNETT: I hav just finished 
reading ‘‘Christign and Deist and the 
Prophets—a Business Man's Views Upon 
Religious and Social Matters,” and find it a 
pleasant, sensible, and readable book. It 
Contains within its lids strong, forcible, and 
reasonable arguments, sufficient to demolish 
every vestige of belief in the divine inspira- 
tion of the “sacred school book” in the 
mind of any one who really wishes for the 
truth and is willing to find it on Ohristian or 
on heathen ground. : 

If the practical humanitarian and social- 
istic views of the writer could generally 
prevail on earth we would hav no need for 


the fabled heaven of the Christian, but every 
individual who treads-the soil of our dear 
old beautiful world Would realize here a 
newer, fuller, and more blest enjoyment of 
perfected physical, intellectual, and moral 
happiness, such as imagination has never yet 
been able to conceive of. You, who think 
we hav more Liberal books than there is a 


demand for, should reflect for a moment]. . 


upon the Vast and almost boundless flood of 
holy, Christian literature that deluges every 
part of the so-called Christian world. It meets 
us everywhere from the country newspaper, 
school book, and almanac, to the penny 
tract or fifty-dollar Bible on the center-table, 
We hav need to keep every brain busy in 
thinking and every tongue in talking, every 
pen in writing, and every press in printing 
sound common sense, plain, practical truths, 
and a high, pure morality, to oppose all this 
accumulated myth; superstition, error, and 
fable of the ages. 

This little volume is filled with so much 
that is sound, practical, and good that I hope 
it will find its way into hundreds of Liberal 
homes and in the libraries of Liberal Leagues 
and every place where it can sow good seed. 
The reading of good books helps to make us 
good men and women. Published by D. M, 
Bennett, No. 141 Eighth street, New York. 
Price, $1. ELMINA DRAKE SLENEER. 

Snowoille, Va. April 28, 1880. 


MACHINERY. 


Hand, Foot, and Power Presses. Die work 
of all kinds. Perforating Dies 
a specialty. 
E. B. STIMPSON, 31 Spruce St., N, Y. 
tJans1. 


As Showing How 


COMSTOCK 


Is Succeeding in Suppressing that 


SYRINGE. 


Only 16 had been sold when he commenced to 
suppress. Over 500 sold since! Price, $5.00. 


Also. 
“FEWER CHILDREN AND BETTER,” 
Price, 15 cents. 


8. H. PRESTON, 209 West 34th St., New York. 
1122 


Correspondence Wanted 


With Liberal and Radical ladies between the 
ages of 23 and 80, by a gentleman in the prime 
of life. Object; To share a humble home and a 
loving heart with a lady that suits. None need 
write who are not thoroughly in earnest on 
this subject. Address stating bertoulars. 


Care Truth Seeker office, 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
eal Gun. 


By KERsSEY Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Joun T. PERRY'S ‘‘ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry. who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work is a review of Kersey Graves’ " Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work. but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr, Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr, Perry himself, 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selves, put condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This feature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn “ state's ovi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of tbe ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, " À thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry. and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grouse spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
Work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 79 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 


D to 20 per day Fd home, Sam! les 
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JUST PUBLISHED! 
A New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PRRENOLOGY,. 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 
Graduate of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College 
and the New York Phrenological 


Institute. di 


This work is intended both as a chart for the 
use of phrenologists and a text-book for stu- 
dents of phrenology. As a chart it will be 
found fuller and more complete than any other 
work of its size on this subject, It contains in 
addition to the “Table of Developments," one 
of "Adaptation to Different Pursuits,” and one 
of “Conjugal Adaptation." These tables being 
perfectly easy to understand, are calculated to 
render the work at onee both interesting and 
useful. The work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
functions, health, etc., and all the faculties and 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvement. Its explanation 
of the principles 0f phrenology, ote., aud its 
other important remarks will be found Well 
adapted to the needs of students and others 
who may desire to aequire'an elementary knowl- 
edge of phrenology with as little outlay of time 
and labor as possible. In short, this work will 
be found well adapted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and phrenologícal examiners, 

The work contains 105 pages, with an excellent 
map of the head, showing the locations of all 
ihe taoulties, and is handsomely printed and 

ound. Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth. . 

dress D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth Bt., N. Y. 


DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK. | 


“MEDICAL GO0D SENSE” 


PRIVATE BEADING FOB MARRIED PEOPLE. 


—EMBRAOING— - “ 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 


CAL MABBIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2. It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases, It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, sexual relations 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 before 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free, Contents table 
sent free for stamp. 


DR. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to hig Liberal friends and patients throughout 
the United States and Canadas that he is, as 
usual, treating | x dus 


‘ALL CHRONIO DISEASES, 


and positively curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced incurable. Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr. K. is meeting with re- 
markabie success in curing obstinate cases of 
Bpermatorrhos, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 

ebility, Impotency in both sexes. Epilepsy, 

aralysis Neurelg . Rheumatism, Catarrh, 
Asthma. Bronchitis, Consumption, Dysentery, 
Piles, Diseases of the Bkin, Kidneys, Bladder, 
Genital Organs, and al diseases of women. 

ons on Free, ress 

f T. B, KINGET. M. D., 
817 East 14th Bt., New York. 
Questions for Invalids free. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for i 
DR. FOOTES HEALTH MONTAL 
For one year end for the AMEBIOAN ILLUSTRAT- 


ED PRoNouNOING PookET DICTIONARY, con- 
taining 30,000 words. 


ONE DOLLAR wil pay for DR, FOOTH'S 
HEALTH MONTHLY 


For one year and for a large center-table book 
containing the Complete Works of Shakspere I 
Do not forget to send 26 cents to pay, postage or 
85 cents if you want it registered. Address 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING OO., . 
129 E. 28th st.. New York city. 


THE 


Anonymous Hypothesis 


OF 


Creation. 
A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
Account. 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Cloth; price 50 cents. For sale by i 
D. M, BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N, Y. 


Philosophy of ial 


Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. | 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD, 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
for Women. 

Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874.: 


Cloth; price 50 cents. For sale by ; 
D, M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth St., N, Y. 
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The Gods and Religions 
Ancient and Modern Times, 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes; 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 


By D. M. BENNETT, 


Volume I., which treats principally on all 
the Gods of the world, is out. Volume IL, 
which givsa full description of the Religions 
of Ancient and Modern Times, will he out 
in a few weeks. 
structive work. In cloth, $3 per vol. If 
ordered before July 1st, the two volumes 
for $5. 
or $7 for the two volumes, In Morocco and 
Gilt Edges, $4 50 per vol., or $8 for the two 
volumes. Sent free of postage. 


Self- Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
. out Comment. 
Revised and Enlarged Edition. 
72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N, Y. 
AG The Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 


Nshes and sells an imperfect, disoruered, and 
mangled edition, with al! the typographical 


errors of the edition of 1:60, from which it was, 


pirated by the Jate S. 8. Jones. 


BABY'S “GUIDE TO HEALTH, | 


—or— 
HOW TO PROMOTE AND PRESERVE THE 
HEALTH OF BABIES FROM THE TIME 
OF BIRTH TOTHEAGEOFTWO 
YWARS OR MORE, IN ALL 


SEASONS AND CLIMATES. 
- WILLIAM H. PRICE, M. D., 


Ex. A, A. Surgeon U. 8: Army.; Author of 
** Cnildren's Guide tò Health," etc. 
PRIOE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 


" An Ounce of Prevention: is better than a Pound of 
. Cure.” 


For saleby __ 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth st., N, Y. 


Issues of the Age. 


CONSEQUENCES. INVOLYED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 
f price, $1.00, 


Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus. 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.—XN. 
Y. Graphic, í 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
thorough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced.—Jewish Times. 


The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought. He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirations.—W. Y. Tribune. : 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of “The Essence of Christianity,” etc. 
Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 

The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 

Our polities, our ethics, our religion, our 

science, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 


nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our age !—E tract, 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 

A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 

This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH B&EKER. It is the beston the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 


tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 


. M, BENNETT, 
Price 19 con's. 4, oighth Bireot.N. 1..Oltr. 


WHAT IS MONEY? 


A DEBATE 
BETWEEN 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
AND 
DE. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 8 cents. For sale at 
this office. i 


An interesting and in- 


In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per vol., 


| presently resound through the civilized world. 


OF CALIFORNIA 
Liberal and Freethought Lecturer 


Will receive calla to lecture before Liberal or 
Sviritualistic societies on moderate terms. 
The following are titles of some of her lectures: 


Infidel Integrity versus Okristian Creed. 

Separation of Church and State. 

The Bpiriidal Philosophy, what it is and what 
8 not. 

The Sunday Question. 

Thomas Paine, Patriot and Hero. 

rime aud is Causes; or, What shall we do 

save 

After Liberalism, What ? 

Life beyond the Grave. 

Jesus Ohrist, the Reformer. 

The Three Tyrannies, ` 

The Old Error and the New Truth. 

The Scientific Aspect of Prayer, eto., ete. 


VOLUNTARY OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


„A lecture replete with eloquence.—San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle. : 

Bhe is a powerful advocate of the eause she 
has espoused.—San Jose Mercury. 

r& Lake is the: best lady lecturer that has 
ever &ppeared before & Portland audience.— 
Portland Oregonian, : 

As & speaker sne is vastly superior to any 
woman we hav ever heard; for beauty of dic- 
tion, depth of thought, and grace in delivery 
she is remarkable. —Salem ( Or.) Record. ING. 

She has the power of entrancing her audi- 
enee, and, by her eloquenee, commanding the: 
ron veot of those most opposed to her.—Corvaliis. 

gelie. D 

Mrs. Lake is one of the finest orators we:hav. 
ever listened to. Oan hardly be excalled by anyi 
sneaker on this coast, either man or woman.—: 
Yreka Journal. . 

er eloquence and masterly style giv evi- 
dence. of a highly cultivated mind as well_asa 
comolete comprehension of her subject.—Zure- 
ka ( Nev.) Sentinel. 

Whatever cause she espouses bas in her an 
advocate of more power and brilliansy than is 
usually found on the rostrum, and her influ- 
ence will be felt wherever she goes.—Council 
Bluffs Nonpareil. 

Pieasant appearance, graceful carriage, a, 
good elocutionist, eloquent, using well-chosen 
&neuage to express her ideas.—Ulinton Herald.. 
Mrs. Lake is a brilliant speaker, finely cul- 
tured, a trained eiocutionist, and a powerful 
advocate of truth, reason, and constitutional’ 
liberty.—Le Claire Pilot, 


She may be addressed, Clinton, Iowa. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who. after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepiany and But in Champagne, Franoe., 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and left as his: 
“Last Will and Testament” to his parishion-: 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 


MRS. H. 8. LAKE | 


death, the above-named work, entitled '" Qom- 
mon Sense.” | 
This is a powerful work, and is attractin 


he 
Mesler, is the most curious and the: most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. homas Paine’s "Age 
of Reason "is mere milk and water to it, and. 
Voltaire’s “ Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of. 


Price, cloth, $1.60; paper, $1.00. 
D. M. BENNET}. 14]. Euchrh St. N. Y. 


FAMILY CREEDS, 


BY 


WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
Author of “ EXETER 
HALL,” “HEATHENS OF THE 


HEATH,” etc. 
To any who hav read either of this 


favorite Liberal writer’s other ro- 


mances, it only need be said that this 


is not inferior to them. 468 pp. 


In cloth, $1.25. . 


For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y. 


ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, 


Tyndall's Belfast Inaugural Address . 


and the famous articles of 
Prof. Tyndall ana Sir Henry Thompson 
ON PRAYER. 

With Portrait and Biographical Sketch of 
Prof. Tyndall, And opinions of his ser- 
vices by the eminent scientist, Prof. 

H. HELMHOLTZ.. 


Paper, 12mo, 105pp., 25 cts.; cloth, heavy. 
tinted paper, 50 cts. Inaugural and por- 
trait only, 12mo, paper, 69pp., 10 cts, 

Prof, Tyndall has inaugurated a new era in 
scientific development, and has drawn the 
sword in & battle whose clash of arms will 


—N, Y. Commercial Advertiser, 

Prof, Tyndall Orosses the Rubicon.—It is the 
orening address cf the president of the most 
mportant convention of scientific men in th 
worid. Every line of it breathes thought, 
power, eloquence. It is in many respects one 
of the most extraordinary. utterance of our 
time, —N. Y. Tribune, i ej 2 


SOCIALISM. 


A REPLY TO 

, ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D. D. 

BY AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST. 
12mo, 67pp., 25 cta.; cloth, 50 cta. 


He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
eeives a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall It is against his 
passiveness that '' Socialist" cries out. Is there 


| no help for the miserable? he asks. The doo- 
'| trine that government should merely “protect,” 
‘| he attacks, and insists that it should "' assist," 


also, While he does not believe that “ property 
is robbery,” or wholly subscribe to “the world 
owes me a living," he affirms "the world owes 
me a chance to make a living."—XN, Y, Herald. 


A BUSINESS MAN'S RELIGIOUS 


AND SOCIAL VIEWS.. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 206pp. Price $1. 


The author's conception of a possible future 
life on this earth is really eloquent and beauti- 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see 
what & philanthropic business man has to say 
upon the social problem, from a poor man’s 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the book. The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals * Society” in all its ramifica- 
tions of corruption and inhumanity; his ear- 
nest and manly plea for the social regeneration 
of the lower classes—wili, unless we are much 
mistaken, make the book the best-abused and 
best-liked production of the day by these two 
classes respectively.—Critical Review. : 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 
i IRON-OLAD SERIES. 


No. 

1, Atonement. Oharles Bradlaugh.......-.. 
2, Secular Responsibility. G. J, Holyoake. 
7, Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Muller... 
8, Religion of Inhumanity. F, Harrison... 
9, Relation of Witchcrattto Religion. Ly- 


ts 


Alle sssesessessesesasssetssotessstatsssse vess 
18, Essay on Miracles. David Hume........ 
14. Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh..... 
16. Were Adam and Eve our First Parenta ? 
Charles Bradlaughy.-+.-scccsceceevseene 
18. Why do Men Starve? Oharles Brad- 


Holyoake.. 10 
18. A Plea for Atheism. Oharles Bradlaugh. 10 
19, Large OF Small Families ? A. Holyoake, 5 
20. Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
m. Pitt. Austin Hoiyoake........«.., 
21. Defense of Secular Principles. C, Warts. 
22, Is the Bible Reliable? O. Watts......... 
‘93, The Ohristian Deity, O, Watts.......-... 
24. Moral Value of the Bible. O. Watts..... 
26. Freethought and Modern Progress. O, 


eet htt DE 


nity: Its Nature, and Influence 


Watta8,....-- eee 
26, Christia: 

. on Civilization. O. Watt... 
28, Thoughts on Atheism, A. Holyoake,.... 
29. Is there & Morat Governor of the Uni- 

verse? A. Holyoake,.........».. eese 

30. Philosophy of Secularism. O. Watts..... 
31. Has Man a Soul? Charles Bradlaugh... 
38. Is there a God ? &rles Bradlaugh..... 
39. Labor’s Prayer. Oharles Bradlaugh..... 
40. Poverty; Its Cause and Cure, .G. H. 
42, Bolenca and Bible Antagonistic. O. Watts, 
43. hristian Scheme cf Redemption. O. 
BiLBe rettet ot stg 

44, Logic of Death; or. Why should the 
Atheist Fear to Die. G.J. Holyoake. 

41. Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Oon- 
dition of the People, Oharles Brad- 


laugh. ..-.-..... esee ren enn B 
MANNA SERIES, 
3, New Life of David. Oharles Bradlaugh, 
5. 200 Questions Without Answers........... 


6, Dialogue Between « Obristian Missionar 
and a Chinese Mandarin.......... TEE 
1. Queries Submitted to the Bench of Blah- 
ops by a Weak but Zealous Ohristian. 
8. Search After Heaven and Hell. A. Hol- 


13, Specimen of the Bible: Esther. A. Hol : 


Qerrecccrececece 


you! 
14, Acts of the Apostles 
PADO EP 
15. Ludierous Aspects of Ohristianity. A 
Holyoake....««.... 2. eere eer enero 
16. Twelve Apostles, Charles Bradlaugh.. 
17. Who was Jesus Christ? Oharles Brad- 


Jaugh.......--..eee ETP ee E ss UE 
18. What Did Jesus Teach? 


&ugh. reet IH Hh 
19. New Lite of Abraham. Oharles Brad- 


aug r 
20. New Life of Moses. Oharles Bradlaugh. 
21. A Secular Prayer. A. Holyoke. Per doz, 1 
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The Best on this Theme Yet. 
“AN ESSAY ON THE BIBLE 


NARRATIVE OF CREATION,” 


By Augustus R. Grote, A.M. 


The Boston Commonwealth says: It is a ra- 
tionalistie examination of the scripture ac- 
count, with a conciusion that the literal teach- 
ing of the theory is injurious to the mind, as it 
proves an impediment to intellectual advance- 


ment. : 

The Boston Traveler says: He has given a 
clear, yet condensed, criticism from the liter- 
ary and scientific points of view. An eloquent 
and forcible protest against the tyranny of 
dogma. He endeavors to show that all efforts 
to reconcile science with a literal interpreta- 
tion of the account of Genesis must only end in 
confusion. ; 

The Popular Scence Monthly says: The dis- 
erepancies between thetwo accounts are very 
fully indicated, and the different points of view 
from which they were written explained. . . . 
Interesting ehapte:s toilow on the myths of the 
old world, which resemble those of Genesis. 
. « The book is characterized by directness of 
argument, and the best material has been dili- 
gently used. , . . Tne archeologist and 
philoiogist will find many new points in the 
book, which is noteworthy for its additions to 
science as well as for its_distinctive literary 
merits. Paper 40 cents, For sale 


D. if BENNETT, : 


READ THIS LIST 


OF |  / , 
STANDARD WORKS. 


Published by D. M. BENNETT, |. 


141 Eighth St., New York. i 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers. By D. M. BENNETT, 
Editor of TuE ‘JRUT BEEKER, Octavo; 
second edition; enlarged and revised, Being 
the biographies and important doctrines of 
the most distinguished teachers, philoso- 
phers, reformers, innovators, founders of 
new schools of thought and religion, disbe- 
levers in current theology, and the deepest 
thinkers and most active humanitarians of 
the world, from Menu down through the 
succeeding three thousand years to our own 
time. Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

he Champions of the Church; 
Their Crimes and Persecutions, By 

. M. BENNETT, Biographical sketches of 
eminent Christians, from the time of the 
reputed founder of Christianity to the 

resent. A companion book to "''The 
orld's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” 
Containing a correct history of the distin- 

uished ornaments and diabolical characters 
of the church. A full account is given of 
the bloody wars which Christianity has in- 
humanly waged to spread its rule. It also 
givesa history of Jesuitism for three centu- 
ries. The whole is based upon Christian 
authorities. Price, cloth, $35 leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. ` 
Analysis of Religious Belief. By 
VISCOUNT AMBERLEY, gon of Lord Jobn 
Russell, who was twice Premier of England. 
Complete, from the London edition, This 
remarkable work bas attracted unusual stien- 
tion ia England. It is the work of a brilliant 
young lord of Christian parents, who was 
brought up in the Christian faith, but who, 
upon investigation and reflection, became a 
decided unbeliever ; the result of which is 
the elaborate work here named, the prepara- 
tion of which occupied him several years. 
Price, cloth, $35 leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. : 

The Great Works of Thomas 
Paine, Complete. New edition. The 
Cheapest and best ever sold. Contains Life 
of Paine; his theological writings—the Age 
of Reason, Examination of Prophecies, 
Reply to Bishop Llandaff, Letter to Mr. 
Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter to Camille 
Jordan, Of the Religion of Deism ; his po- 
litical Writings—Common Sense, The Crisis 
(Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), and The Right. 
of Man. All in one octavo volume, with a 
fine steel portrait of Paine, Cloth, $3; 
leather, $4 ; morocco, gilt, $4.50. ` 
Supernatural Religion: An Yn- 
quiry into the Reality of Divine 
Revelation. Decidedly the ablest work, 
in this line ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
terest than this. It was. issued anonymously, 
and the great inquiry was, ‘‘ Who is the 
author ?” It is most damaging to the claima 
of Christianity, and its positions and state- 
ments have never been refuted by the clergy. 
Itis very scholarly, and enters into the ex- 
amination of the original Greek in detail and . 
with great exactness. "Three 8vo volumes in 
one, revised &nd corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 
which sells at $15.00. The London Times, 
in speaking of this great work, uses this lan- 
guage : ** No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 
and effect on the thinking part of the com- 
munity as this work. It has done more to 
open the eyes of the ignorant and eredulous 
and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and 
superstition, than any other book." Pub 
lished complete in & volume of 1,000 pages, 
with a full index, atthe following low prices: 
Cloth, $4; leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, 

5.50. 

Nature's Revelations of Charac- 
ter; or, Physiognomy Illustrated, 
Being the morai and volitive dispositions of 
mankind as manifested in the human form 
and countenance, By Josera Simme, M.D. 
This work is the fruit of twenty years’ dili- 
gent observation of nature, and presents a 
new and complete analysis and Classification 
of the powers of the human mind and body, 
together with the physiognomical signs by 
which every faculty is disclosed. In one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 260 
cuis Price, cloth, $385 leather, $4; mo- 
rocco, gilt edger, $4.50. 

Paine’s Theological Works, In 
one volume, Comprising Age of Reason, Ex- 
amination of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop 
Jandaff, Letter to Mr. Eskine, Essay on 
Dreams. Of the Religion of Deism, etc, 
with a Life and fine steel portrait of Paine. 
Cloth, $1.50. 
Paine’s Political Works. In one 
volume, comprising Common Kense, The 
Orisis (Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), The Rights 
of Man, and Life of Paine, with & fine steel 
portrait. Oloth, $3.50. 
The Age of Reason. By Tuomas 
PaiNE. Large type. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents, 
The Age of Reason and the Ex- 
amination of Prophecies. By Tuom- 
as Pains, Large type. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 
-Common Sense. By Tuomas PAING. 
His first and most important pulitica] work, 
Paper, KS cents, 


I) RSS ———EMGRES RR 
The Truth Seeker, May 29, 1880. | 


Gems of Thought. 


` 35, à8 some suppose, Christianity is to be ali 
.Bummed úp in any one doctrine, then the Bible 
is an unusually large book for so simple a pur- 
pose.—-David Swing. Bias e 
` Tuy age ofthe confessional, of spiritual di- 
rection according to the sense which it bore 
during the Jesuit-dominion over the human 
mind, is gone by.—Dean Milman, : 


Aux religion is the offspring of necessity. 
weakness, and fear.. What God is—if, in truth, 
he be anything 8üistinot from the world—it is 
beyond the power of man's understanding to 
know.—Pliny |. . ETA 

TEE man.scarce lives who is not more credu- 
1ous than he ought to be; the natural disposi- 
tion of man inclines him to believe; experience 
alone teaches ineredulity, and seldom teaches 
it sufficiently.—Adam Smith, 


. Iv is a most significant circumstance that no 
‘large society. of which the tongue is not Teu- 
tonic, has ever turned Protestant, and that 
wherever & language derived from that of 
ancient Rome is spoken, the religion of modern 
‘Rome to this day prevails.— Macaulay. 


To TURN away from the stony templ3s: and 
petrified doctrines of supernaturalism, and 
: read. Bacon understandingly and know Kant 
and walk hand in hand with Spenser, is like 
coming out of some diabolical grave of saori- 
fiée into the pure air and lightsome day, for 
which we were made.— Waters, 


: Iz you cannot, or think you cannot, believe in 
‘God or immortality, then in God'8 name say 
that you cannot frankly and fearlessly, Your 
frankness and your fearlessness are open doors 
through which the lacking faith may comesome 
day to your heart. But insincerity is a flaming 
‘sword which kbeps out such a faith forever. 
‘Honesty, sincerity, first, last, and always.—J. W. 
Chadwick, ‘ : 


Sr. PAvL cites, as an example of faith, the 
conduct of Abraham when & 80n was promised 
to him in hís old age. Our version of Beripture 
represents Abraham as irreverently laughing 
and openly expressing his distrust of Almighty 
power, The history is, however, altogether in- 
coherent, because, at à latter period, Abraham, 
marries another wife, Keturab, by whom, with- 
out divine intervention, ‘he has six sont.—The. 
Duke of Somerset. i 


Norxina.is more notorious than the fact that 
aman may carry the whole scheme of Chris- 
tian truth in bis mind from boyhood to old age 
without the slightest effect upon his character 

-andaims, It is there, but it fructifies nothing. 

It has less influence than the multiplication 
table. A community may be, and often is, 
thoroughly intelligent in everything relating 
to the facis and claims of Ohristianity, and, at 
the same time, almost hopelessly frivolous or 
, vlelous.—Holland's " Hoery-Day Topics.” ` 


` AND may, at last, my worry age: 
Find out the peaceful hermitage, 
` The hairy gown and mossy cell, 
Where I may eit and rightly spell 
Of every star that heaven doth show. 
And every herb that sips the dew; - 
' THM old experience do attain 
To something like prophetic strain— 
These pleasures melancholy giv : 
And I with thee will choose to liv. 
pUS sens —Millon.. 


MEN who hav been carefully trained to dis- 
trust authority and to rely for acquisition of 
‘knowlédge upon’ experiment, analysis, and 
"patient research, cannot subsequently divest 
themselves of a habitot mind which has become 
a part of their nature.’ They must either sup- 
press and relinquish ali religious thought, or 
they must apply to the records of revesled re 
ligion the same [spirit of investigation which 
has already reopened: the sources of history 
and extended the domain of science, —Duke of 
Somerset ^ . . 

:. (TuosE people who believe in a devil, were 
they convinced that there were no such being, 
would lose half of their faith in God. It is 
strange how much of what is called Ohristianity 
hangs upon so slender a thread as the existence 
of & personal devil. Nearly all the dramatic 
‘power of the gospels would be lost without 
“Satan. Orthodoxy has probably frightened half 
the people into its churches by picturing this 
imaginary individual, Half the Christian relig- 
ion depends upon jnst such nonsense as the 
notion of a personal devil.—L. K, Washburn, 


“THERE are no such two tyrants in the world as 
fashion aud authority, and yet fashion is 
only what certain people wear and authority 
only what certain people say. Let people 
change their clothes and fashion changes. Let 
them change their. opinions and authority 
changes. How cheaply do We surrender our 
independence! If our thought is true, it needs 
no indorsement. If our action is right, it re- 
quires no sanetion. Let us no longer follow 
the false teaching of the church, bnt the truer 
teaching of reason and conscience.—L. K. 
Washburn. 


. Br. Paun, so far as we can judge from his epis- 
tiles, had not more knowledge in this matter (he 
is speaking of the doctrine of Protestantism) 
. than other Pharisees, He, however, reproduces: 
their philosophy and gives to their inconsistent 
theories his apostolic sanction. Thus at one 
time he cites the. metaphorical illustration of 
“the potter and his clay, justifies a capricious 
‘selection, and says that he himseif was chosen 
from his birth for his appointed task. Atan- 
other time he proclaims, * Glory. honor, and 
"peace to every man that worketh good, for there 


is no respect ‘of persons with God.—Duke of 


Homeraet, 


touch, _ y 
don't hear it, you can’t see It, you can’t taste it, 
you can’t smell it, but it’s there, e 


both Rhodé Island Senators "are single men 
and childless.” In view of the fact that they 
are single, their being ehildless is a grand. 
idea. =; EN ` 


tain musical instrument? Because a woman's. 
witch in flames is a falsifier, and a falsifior is 
a liar, and lyre is an ancient musical instru- 
ment. 


a8 to register kis name at a hotel in Omaha, 
Within half an hour no fewer than fourteen 
persons sent their cards to his room to ascer- 
tain if a flush royal couldn't beat four aces. 


dis yearth for ober fifty-six y’ars, an’ ober since 
I was fo’ y'ars old I has been pained to obsarve 
dat, no matter how fast de boys of dis kentry 
increase, de number of bumble-bees am allus 
about ten bees to one boy on the average,” 


'sides dat you isa hones’ man." said a young 
buck to the aged darkey, as a compliment for a 
favor. " Phinnus,” said Uno’ Aa’on,” “I spec’ 
I kin turn some er dat comp’ment, all cep’n de 
‘sides,’ cause I seed yer wen yer fell off'n dat 
hen-roos’ and bus’ yer bran new britches ;”? 
the old man hobbled along with his rag-bag. 


father said: "Johnny, I'd rather you'd go to 
school and study, and maybe you'll be Presi- 
dent some day." Said Johnny: " Father, there's 
about one million boys in the United States, 
isn’t there?” * Yes.” "And every one of them’ 
stands a chance of being President?" “Yes,” 
"Well, dad, I'll sell out my chance for a circus’ 
ticket.” 


Waen a man looks back into the dim vista of 
bygone years, about the only things he can 
remember are his mother’s slipper, his first 
pair of boots, the old schoolmaster, and the: 
little rosy-cheeked school-girl who- used to, 
make his heart flutter whenever she asked him. 
for & bite of his chewing-gum. Life was worth 
‘ving for in those days, even though there 
wasn’t much money, i : 


adds the carpenter: "I turnip spades,” saye 
the gardener; "I pass," observes the railroad 
superintendent; ''I lead hearts,” adds the 
beau; *'I follow suit,” chirps the tailor with his 
little bill; "I trumpet," chimes the cornet 
player; “You cur,” shouts the butcher, as the 
dog ran off with a two-pound steak. Thus 


. -Play?. .. - 
Well. dis is all I’se got to say, you sholy missed 


'Cause he hab to 


Odds and Ends. 


i. Rae ges Peas Geren MU TN ORE 
APPEABANOES are not always to be depended 


upon, ` You can’t tell by-the front door o? a 
house whether the kitchen chimney.emokes or 
not. TOC : 

THE simpler a girl dresses the better she 
looks, says an exchange, 
plains why ballet dancers hav so many ad- 
mirers, : ! 


This properly ex. 


Wok is the most delicate of the senses? ‘The 
‘Prove it. When you sitona tack you 


Drp it ever occur to you why a lawyer who is 


cénducting a disputed will case is like a trapeze 
performer in a circus? It is because he files 
through the helr with the greatest of fees, 


A WASHINGTON correspondent writes that 


` Way isa woman’s switch in flames like a cer- 


A OLERGYMAN named Hoyle was 80 in disoreet 


" MISSER CHAIRMAN, I has been residin’ on 


Uno’ AA'ON, you is a schollar an’.a gemmen ;. 


and 


Jounny wanted to go to the circus, and hig 


"I nEAL," remarks: the merchant; "I out," 


many classes seem to be made a game of, 


AUNT DINAH VISITS THE CIROUS, 


Now what's you doin’, Ca’line, and whar's you 
bin to-day? 2 . 
You habn’t seen the nagery nor heard de music 


& sight! : 

An’ to tell you what I seed to-day 'twould take 
me half de night. : ; 

I Pd ‘do liun an’ de-tagger, an’ de anacondy 
00, : - 

Bides de awtul-lookin' pottymous and ugly 
kangaroo; 

But de smartis-of de animilies I foun’ in all de 
gang, 

Es I walked amongst de cages, was de funny 
rangertang— : : 

He was sittin’ on a bar’l an’.a chawin’ on a cake. 

An’ I heard de niggers sayin’ how he 'sembled 
Parson Jake— : 

'O&use he had a mighty schemin’ way o’ 
squelchin’ up his eye, $ 

An’ hangin’ down his under jaw, an’ sightin’ at 
de sky. 

Well, I ‘lows he rudder got me wid his manish 
sort o' way, l 

An’ here's de sort o’ talkin’ that I knows he 
meant to siy, " 

Well, ole’ooman, how-de-do, marm, an’ what 

: you tinks o’ me? 

I Pa aoo on de sleepin’ car and gets my eatin 
ree; 

Ihabsdefines'vitt]les eberywharIgoes, . 

An’ per has no trouble in patchin’ up my 
eloes ; f 

Now, wouldn't you like to shift yourself, jest 
like de tadpoles do? 

An’ po off de nigger skin, an’ be a monkey 
00?" 

Now dat's what he was tinkin,’ ’case I seen it in 
his face, à : 

Dar's a heap o’ gchemin' Ca’line, in dis here 

`- Monkey race! ` ` 

An'I radder spec’s he understands de shubble 
&n’ de hoe, ` 

But de little feller’s heap too keen to let de peo- 
ple know; i 


git his libbin in a n 
diffunt way, inim: a miighiy 


An'dey'd hab him in de cotton patch at atty 


Cents a day, 


‘| youth, sexual excess in maturer 


‘f come Foolish an 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, ; - 
Author of.“ The Iliad of the East," “ Xavier 

and I,” etc., etc, Three volumes in one; 

-extra cloth, beveled; black and gold - 


back and side stamps; 12mo, 
404 PP. $1.25. 


The characters &re set before us by a few |- 


graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
rh living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 


Power, eloquence, and originality character- 
lze " Nathaniel Vaughan " to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novéls,—Zilusirated Lon- 
don News. . SUUS + 
An independent and ‘respectable. study. of 
character in the law of circumstance such ar 
even George Eliot might not hay been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition 
with & sound moral expressed.though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas.— Westminster. Review. 


KNOW T HYS ELF! 


f 
xe 


An illustrated sample sent to all on reeeipt of 
6 cents for postage. 
The author refers by permission to JOS. 8. 
FISHER, President; W, L. 
President; W, PAINE. M.D.; O. B, GAUNTT 
, J. DOUCET, WD.: Re H, KLINE, 


J. R. HOLCOMB, M.D.: N. NCH 
M. R, O'CONNELL, M.D.. faculty of the Phila. 
lelphia University of isdicine and Surgary: 


;, M.D.. President 
| H. PAR- 
KER, No.4Bulfinch street, 
aases requiring skill and ex- TH YSELF 


and also Hon. P. A. 

of the National Medical Association, 
Boston, Mass. The author 
perience, 


Address Dr. - 
HEAL 
may be consulted on all die 


INELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
ohysician, and the most successful, as his 
oraetice will prove. 

Cures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 
Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
{mpotency, as the result of self abuse ir 
ears, and 
other causes, producing some of the fol. 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimnes: 
X Bight, efective memory, Physical Decay 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Society of Fo 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow. 
ar, ete.. eto,, rendering marriage improper o 
anhappy. are thoroughly and permanently 
gured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor's latest and greatest medical discovery 
and which he has so far prescribed for thi: 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some o/ 
‘hem were in a terribly shattered condition : 
fad been in the Insane asylums, many had 
Falling Sickness— Fits; others upon the verge 
of consumption ; while others again had be- 

hardly able to take care oi 
themselves. 


Syphilis positively cured aud entirely eradi 
gated from the system. Gonorrhea, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, All diseases o! 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, 
eto, treated with equal succeas,: e 
-DR. R. P, FELLows has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery. 
and in fact had been given un by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the eid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to hie 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His elear erception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
{cines to reach the cause of tha complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession, 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 


Sent to any address, treating on the cause, ef. 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhoas, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magistrate, which 
is positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doetor's great skill, i 

Consultations by. letter free and invited, 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential, Enclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above, 


LFrom the Wesiern Reformer.] 
“DR. R. P. FELLOWS 


is a highly educated and selentific Physician, 
e has an original system of practice, and is 


eucorrhea, 


D. M. BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Eighth St.. N.Y . 


P, INGRAHAM. vico. with 


NEW BOOKS, ON SALE, 


The following Valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Séeker:” ^ Peele 

Antiquity of Christianity. 

- BY JOHN ALBERGER, 
12mo, 61,pp. Paper, 26:cts; cloth, 50 cts. 

This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 


Character of the origin of the religion: of 
christ. AU Weg i 


ance, 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Mater, Forces, Thelogy, Ete, 


BY CHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals, ,They are chiefly intended to 


uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 75 cents, 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitivo Man, 
Judaism, Ete, ' . 
"| BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50, 


OT l p 
Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Hand Work, 

A concise account of the Christian religion 


ang all the prominent religions before a 
3ince Ohristianity. g before and 


BY HALSEY R.BTEVENB, ` 
Extra cloth, 19m'o, 441 pp., $1.50. 


LOVE VENTURES, 
A rose tinted record of love in the tropics, 


strange and startling adventures thereto 
belonging. Price, 50 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. "Ln $1.00. 


Positivist Primer: 


Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 


BY C, G. DAVID. 
Price, 76 cents. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 
A critical study, By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 


TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12mo, 827 pp, $2,00. 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. . 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 852 pp. . . $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL, 
BY GEORGE REBER, i 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00, 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and areeds which 
formation of the Christian ohara aated e 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting, 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
12mo. 48 pp; paper, 20 ota. ; flexible cloth, 35 ets. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 


BY M. SOHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents, 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris. 
tantly : : 

This is a very valuable and concise wo k, 8 

states in plain and unmistakable, languago the 


reasons wh t ] 
ont y Ohristianity is a failure. Eee, 50 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
. OTHER PAPERS. . 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents, 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
land the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E, PECK, 
Paper, 12:0, 68 pages; price, 26 centa, 


culdidstssnp WEEKL k 
Vol. 7. No. 98. { “BY D. à BENNETT. } 


New York, Saturday, June 5, 1880. 


1 : arose and went about the day's dutles as if 
Notes and Clippings. nothing extraordinary had happened. 
—À THE Puritans settled New England, which 
was the worst blow that region ever received, 
IT is asserted that tbe losses by fire in the The Puritans came over to thie country Deut le 
United St tes during the past five years hav | the propagation of religious liberty and beans, 
amounted to the sum of $363,018,255, They wanted freedom of thought, they did, 
those high-toned old immigrantea; they wanted 
is a B Dr d Sti ane of aes 8878, | to be let alone to worship God their own way} 
be severed patos nthe à EM. case.” | to roast witches and. other dissenters, and in- 
Ising & ən are doing all this qulgein various other little amusements, un- 
> trammeled by the tyranny of a bigoted, super- 
TuE wife of the Rev. Schneider, a Presbyte- | Stitious, and arrogant papacy. 

rian clergyman has brought suit for divorce f| Tam Rev, Aleck Carraway is one of the most 
against her husband upon a charge of extreme | eloquent of North Oarolina’s colored preadhers, 
cruelty towards herself and being too familiar | His exhortations at camp-meetings are Wonder- 
with other women. fully effective, and he is able to move his audi- 
ences &t will. But when, on being convicted of 
stealing a pair of trousers, at Charlotte, he 
made the greatest effort of his life to convince 
the magistrate that the devil alone was respon- 
sible for the crime, he found that he had a hard 
hearer to move. ''You say that you were posa 
Tux Rev. Joe Cook is not the only man who | $958ed by the devil when you took the pante?” 
complains of the wines and liquors of the gt, (he justice said. "' Yes, sah.” was the reply; " it 
Botolph Club of Boston. - The Rev. Edward | Wan’t me, but be debble dat was in me,” “ Well, 
Everett Hale has withdrawn his name from the | then. in order to punish that devil, I will send 

list of members on that very account, you to prison for three months.” 


“Do you think a man ĉan run acirousandbe| OF. the Ober-Ammergau Passion Play, the 
a Christian?” asked the serious man. “ Well, I| correspondent of the London Daily News, on 
don’t know—yes.” "Do you think Barnum, for | the spot, writes: "As far as the acting is con- 
instance, can go to heaven?” “I think he hae | cerned, and the arrangement and taste of the 
a good show," was the rather equivocal reply, | tableaux, there is nothing to be wished for. 
.| The latter, especially, are simply perfect, 
Ir used to bea common thing for sailors to | tableaux representing the Lord giving manna 
refuse to go to sea on a Friday. We hear noth- to the people of Israel, in which over 400 pera 
ing of this in these steamboat days. Steam has | Bons take part, ia unigue and wondertul. The 
made all days alike. Wherever steamboats and | crowd of tinle children, who stand in their 
steam engines appear superstitions disappear. | appointed positions without filnching or mov- 
` . ing, is, even when regsrded 
OO0LLETTE, the Comstock of the English Vice- | point of view, quite sieve, Giclee Lau 
Society, has been prosecuted “ on the charge of | ner, who played the part of Judas, is almost as 
appropriating trust-moneys with intent to| good an actor as Joseph Mayer, who represent- 
defraud.” It probably would be unsafe for fed Christ.” 


much "trust-money" to be intrusted t 
tis of A nerion rusted S thg Tus English Palestine Exploration Boclety 
: has determined to spend from five to ten thou- 
To aLr letters soliciting subscriptions, Lord | sand dollars a year in prosecuting its re- 
Ecekine had a regular form of reply, namely: | searches in the Holy Land. They may explore 
“Sir, I feel very much honored by your appli- | as long as they please, they can find no proofa 
cation to me, and beg to subscribe [here the] that there ever were such men as Abraham, 
reader had to. turn over the leaf] myself your | Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, Saui, David, Sam- 


Dr. Jackson’s arguments in favor of but two 
meals ver day, are iú brief, that this plan giva 
both the women who do the cooking and the 
.Btomacha & chance to obtain the reat they need, 
The doctor’s arguments are sound., 


The | 


very obedient servant," eto. 


To THOSE Suffering from obstinate sleepless- 2 


ness from over excitement of the brain, this 
suggestion is offered: Wet half a towel. apply 
it to the back of the neck, pressing i? upwards 
towards the base of the brain, and fasten the 
dry half of the towel over 80 as to prevent too 
rapid evaporation, 


THE Rev. Webster Hazlewood, of Roxbury, 
Mass., told his wife that he was tired of her. 
and wished she could get a divorce, so that he 
Gould marry & more congenial woman. She 
did as he requested, he providing the evidence 
of his own criminality, He is now free, but 
was compelled to retire from the ministry. 


Tux demand for holy images having lately 
decreased in Russia, some of the manutac- 
turers changed their business and resorted to 
forging Russian bank notes, which gave them 
a handsome profit. But this occupation having 
been broken up by the police, the forgers hav 
taken up another business—that of digging in 
the Siberian mines. 


Tau Rev, Theodore Augustus Schintzler, 
bishop, tbrough Mr. Cameron of Wisconsin 
has petitioned Congress for compensa'ion for 
prayers offured uo in behalf of the Union in 
time of the rebellion. Before this compensa- 
tion is extended to him will the reverend gen- 
tleman please giv some proof that his prayers 
had the slightest eff ob upon the imaginary be- 
ingto whom they were offered ? ` 


A Deacon in a Massachusetts town has a wife 
who is 80 deaf that all she can hear of his fam- 
ily prayer.is its final "Amen," On a recent 
morning he was suddenly called away during 
Drayer to look after atroublesome cow. His 
wife, not knowing that he had slipped out, con- 
tinued kneeling. He fixed the sow, and in 
about half an hour came back tothe room in 
which he bad been holdiag his household de- 
votions. To his astonishment, he foand the 


son, or that there was ever a Solomon’s temple, 
r arich nation under his reign. They will 
nd instead a miserable, broken. aridg sterile 
country of mountains and ravines, 1688 than 
forty miles wide and one hundred and forty 
miles long, fit only for the residence of robbers 
and brigands—the class of people who occupied 
it less than two thousand years, and then were 
driven to the four winds of the var.h, 


Tas Methodist makes a statement which, if 
generally accepted a3 correct, would put an end 
to most of the foreign missionary effort in the 
world: '' The notion that a heathen can, by any 
possibility. be damned for the luca of faith in a 
Christ ofiwhom he never heard, is too barbarous 
and too plainly contradicted by the spirit and 
teachings of the gospel to deserve serious at- 
tention. But what must he doto be saved? In 
the absence of the gospel .he ean do nothing 
better than he is doing.” The Rev. Dr. Whe- 
don. one of the most eminent of Methodists, 
says: "He is a saved heathen who llva as near- 
ly up to the light he has as does the Christian 
who is saved to the.light he has." The Rev. 
Whedon did well, but if he had gone further 
and stated the whole truth, that the only way we 
ean belostis in tbe fog and darkness, errors. 
superstitions of theology and false religion, 
and the unchecked passions of our own na- 
tures, he would hav done still better. 


Tue Rev. Dr. King has thrown a bombshell 
into the Methodist General Conference in the 
shape of & preambie and resolution, The pre- 
amble first cites that passage in the address of 
the bishoos in which asharp condemnation is 
hurled at those Methodist preachers who dis- 
seminate doctrines contrary to the standards 
ofthe church. It then sets forth the fact that 
one of the bist ops whose names appear at the 
bottom of this address bas, since the General 
Conference of 1876 published a book, entitled 
“ Beyond the Grave,” which “contains things 
hard to be understood,” and which has been 
Griticlaed by several church publications as 


good woman still on her knees. He stepped | contradicting the Holy Scriptures, the Apostle's 
pp behind her apd said "Amen!" Then ab 'Cread, and the Artigles of Raligion, ‘Tha pago- 


SCIENCE HALL, 41 8th St. 
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Iuiion calls upon the Committee on the Epis- 
copacy to examine the book and report to the 
General Conference. Of course it was referred 
without debate. The flest impulse of the mem- 
bers of the committee will probably be to 
smother it, or at least to hold back the report 


Events of the Week. ` 


THE census takers began work on the 1st. 
Tre Chilian army has taken Tacna, and is 


until the Jast moment, when there will be no | marching on Arica. 


time left for discussion, and to then “draw it 
mild”~—as mild as possible. Yet if a bishop has 
been teaching heresy, it is aserious business, 


A BLOCK of buildings wa’ burnt in Brooklyn 
on the 27th ult. Loss, $300.000. 


Tue Apaches in New Mex!20 hav killed geyen- 


| ANTHONY Comsroog's name Will probably be | ty-eight persons since May Ist, - 


in ali the newspavers again for some time to 
come, a luckless bookseller having fallen into 
his grip. Of latethe special agent of the Soci- 
eyforthe Suppression of Vice has been any- 
thing but suceassf[ul in his endeavors to anni- 
hilate his victime, and from more than one 
jury-box has he received a Wall-merited snub- 
.bing. This was not ali; even his most ardent 
i followers beganto lose faith in bim when he 
, quietly left “Nana ” unmolested till a million 
| copies of that work had found their way into 
‘ thousands of homes, and then only stopped its 
‘gale by the minor book venders. These suc- 
cessive humiliations having probably exasper- 
! ated Tony, he has, in a fit of despair. pounced 
j upon Sabin & Son, as a drowning man grasps 
jata floating plank. Latest accounts state that 
i this new measure on Qomstock's partis more 
justified by circumstances than any preceding 
ones, but right or wrong, thé man has sinned 


ao often-against the;mmoHo- sense of justisatbat 


j in the preseut instance, like the lying shepherd 
! in the fable, he has but little sympathy to ex- 
pect from any on^. . 


Mayor KanLocH, of Sin Franoleoo, lately 
made an address to the Baptist congr. gation 
of which he is pastor, in reply to those Baptist 

| churches which had proposed to put him on 
trial. He was remarkably defiant. Envy, he 
said, was the cause of the attacks on him. He 
had built up a church larger than all the others 
of the same denomination in San Francisco 
combined, and his fellow-clergymen hated him 
forthat. O'the Baptist Convention, which had 
voted to take up his case, he raid: *’ Formerly, 
when I looked around the Convsntion. I was 
pleased to see friends. Judge, then, of my 
surprise when I found those places occuvied 
by every man who had any grievance ur grudge 
against me, Every mean specimen of a minis- 
ter was there; every man I ran against for au 
office in the Convention and beat and made 
sore was there. Why.there were men in silk 
hats and ewallow-tails who never had any 
money, and where they got it from, who cau 
tell? Yes, here were gathered the Limps and 
panderers to do me a li'tle harm, and for some 
time it looked as if they would do it; but the 
Lord delivered me from the mouth of the lion, 
and he will do it and free me from their perse- 
cutions, and prepare me for his heavenly king- 
dom." ` 


Man. Moopy says that the mother of sin is un- 
belief; that there would be no drunkard or har- 
lot but for unbelief. This proposition sug ests 
interrogation points by the boxful. What un- 
belief is it that b’ eeds sin? Is it the unbelief in 
Mobanmed, in Judaism, in Christianity, or in 
Moody? Wasthere no sin in the world before 
these creeds existed or were assailed by unbe- 
lief? Was there none in Rome or Greece when 
they Were unknown there? How is it, if there 
would be neither drunkenness nor harlotry but 
for unbelie*, that drunkards und harlots are 
almost without exception among the most ser- 
vil: believers? Why should a rational exercise 
of the reason produce immorality?. Did Mr. 
Moody ever know of an Infidel executed for 
murder? How many inmates of our state pris- 
ons are Infidels? How often do they stand in 
the docka of our criminal courts? How is i 
that the Jews, who. in Mr; Moody's estimation 
are unbelievers, are, as & class. the most law- 
abiding in the community? Fina ly, why does 
he Single out drunkenness, Often a disease, and 
harlotry, most often produced by misfor une, 
decep ion, or oppression, a8 typical sine, omic- 
ting murder. arson, theft, rupe. and deliberate 
yase:lity generally? Why select for special 
condemnation victims of misfortune and dis- 
ease as Wicked sinners, and ignore deliberate 
criminals? The ideas of & professional evan- 
geliat are truly sublime, and he becames ridic- 
lous only when, as Moody did, he aims at dra- 
matic effact by inviting people in his audience 
to rise and be prayed for, carefully counting 
pores aloud betore be begina.~ Truth, 


THEBE are prospects of good crops in Ireland 
this year, which will put an end to the famine, 

TREERE is a negro woman in Emanuel county, 
Ga.. who has just been madea grandmother at 
the age of twenty-s!~. 

Two men in Buena Vista, Col.,.who had quar- 
reled, recently met in the street, shot on sight, 
and killed each other. 

Az vessels entering this harbor from South- 
ern ports without a bill of health are to be 
quarantined in future. 

TRE bark Monrovia sailed from this port for 
Liberia on Saturday last, taking seventy-three 
negro emigrants, from Arkansas 

Bznrous difficulties hav been met in walling 
the St, Gothard tunnel! under the Alps, which 
will materially retard its completion. 

UpwaRps of fifty-five thousand immigrants 


- Ln gif eT peo 
Spree ep ane Ci RR ia 


‘arrived at thia port during the moffth Ot-May, oe 


and there is no sign of diminution of the fodd. 


BRACKETT, Texas, suffered from a disastrous 
rainstorm on the 7e h ult. Part of the town waa 
submerged, and thirty persons were drowned. 


A osvacu in Sharon. N. Y., was struck by 
lightning during service on the 25th uit. Bev- 
eral persons were shocked, but nobody was 
killed. : 

BEVERAL smali-fry clergymen of this part of 
God's vineyard. who want a little free adver- 
tising, are challengiug Col. Ingersoll to wget 
them in debate. 

A TERRIBLE Cyclone vieited Savoy, Texas, on 
the 28¢h ult.. totally destroying the town, killing 
nine persons, and wounding sixty more, s0me 
of whom will dle. 

A BTBIEE of fifteen hundred iron-puddlers in 
western Pennsylvania has been decided upon. 
If the strike takes place, flfcy thousand men 
will be locked out. 


Koxoma. Ind., was startled by & shower of 
live fish a few days ago. The fish ranged from 
half an inch !0 five inches in length. It is sup- 
posed they were taken up by & waterspout, 


A Laras torpedo in course of construction at 
Ancun, Peru, exploded recently. blowing the 
manufactory to pieces, killing every inmate, 
and destroying all the houses in the vicinity. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Hunt, of Brooklyn, indicted for 
committing an inhuman assault on his stepson, 
is to hav a new trial, the jary failing to agree 
on his first trial. Meanwhile he is in jail, being 
unable to procure bail. 


One by one Crosby’s spies are showing the 
effect of their training. Another of them is now 
in jul for perjury, committed " in the interest 
cf morality.” Crosby, the teacher and defender 
ot duplicity, is still at large. 


DunrNa the hot weather last week, when the 
thermometer was up among the nineties, the 
death rate in this city doubled. and there were 
as many as fifty cases of sunstroke reported in 
one day, several ot which proved fatal, 


Monpay last was celebrated as Decoration 
Day, in this city, bya magnificent turn-out of 


t! the military, fire department, and Grand Army 


ofthe Republic. The veterans of 1812 and those 
ofthe Mexican War took part in the parade. 


Tie theological seminary at Princeton, N. J.. 
has been obliged to close its doors temporarily 
on account of sickness among the students 
caused by defective drainage. More scfence 
and less sanctimoniousness would benefit that 
establishment, i 


DrNIs KEARNEY has been released from jail 
bythe Oalifornia Supreme Oourt, and wil) at- 
tend the Greenback convention at Ohicago, On 
his liberation a salute of 100 guns was fired by 
bis friends,and he was mounted on his dray 
and drawn through the streets by a thousand 
men headed by a band of music, : 


1 
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The Truth Seeker, June 5, 1880. 


Sermon by George Chainey. 


ECCLESIASTICAL LYNCH LAW; OR, THE INTERESTING 
PROBLEM OF “HOW CAN ONE OUTGROW A CREED- 
LESS OR NON-SECTARIAN CHURCH ?" 


I hav unexpectedly stumbled upon the most 
interesting ‘experience of my ife. I hav been 


ereedless church, tried without judge or jury or any 
chance of defense, and summarily executed. The 
boast of Unitarians hitherto has been that they hav 
no creed, and hence no possible way of calling any 
one to account for their opinions. This is perfectly 
true, and hence they hav no system of ecclesiastical 
law like other churches. But the old spirit of 
orthodoxy, that claims to hav reached the end of 
human thought, has crept into it, and so we hav 
exhibited to the world the greater injustice of con- 
demning and executing those who happen to extend 
the hospitality of their brains to à new idea after 
the barbarous and uncivilized method of what is 
known as lynching. 

While I hav no fears myself in regard to this, 
still I intend to show you why I hold it in deserved 
contempt. 

: My text, which I will now read, is taken from the 
Christian Register, the organ of conservative Uni- 
tarianism: ; 

“The Unitarians, both East and West, hav had 
another lesson of human instability—and perhaps 
several other valuable lessons—in the defection of 
Mr. George Chainey, who for three years has been 
minister of the church at Evansville, Indiana. On 
the 18th of April, after an address in which he com- 
mitted himself fully to the position of agnosticism, 
proclaimed his acceptance of science as a substitute 
for religion, and denied, with a good deal of senti- 
ment, the value and validity of what is called spir- 
itual sentiment, he offered his resignation in a 
letter, in which he disclaims belief in God, calls 
hymns of praise ‘meaninglers compliments offered 
to infinite silence and nothingness, and declares 
that to him ‘the rite of prayer’ is a ‘hideous 
mookery.’ 

“A curious part of the proceeding is that, having 
taken this leap into the abyss, he reminds his con- 
conn of their right of independent action as a 

nitarian church, and beckons them to follow. As 
a matter of ‘common honesty,’ he tenders his res- 
ignation because he sees that a man who cannot 


call himself a Christian has no business to be a min-| p 


ister of a Christian church. But, as a matter of 
uneommon honesty, he makes this resignation take 
effect June 1, 1880, and proceeds to announce a 
series of six Sunday lectures on ‘The New Gospel.’ 
Imagine Robert E. Lee announcing that his sense 
of honor and loyalty to Virginia would compel him 
to go over to the Southern Confederacy, but that he 
would hold his place and commission in the army of 
the United States six weeks longer to carry on a 
short campaign in the interest of secession ! 

“How could it happen that the building dedicated 
io the worship of the Ever-living by a society organ- 
ized on the basis of ‘love to God and man,’ and 
aided by the contributions of Christian people, 
should thus be deliberately held and used for six 
weeks by an avowedly antichristian teacher and 
non-believer in God? Probably the explanation 
appears in the pamphlet which contains the ‘copy- 
righted’ sermon and letter of Mr. Chainey, viz.: 
‘The congregation having been gradually prepared 
for this step by Mr. Chainey’s previous discourses, 
almost unanimously. supported him. There is 
room for comment, but no need of it. 

“So far we had seen solely in the light of Mr. 

Chainey's.pamphlet. But here come Evansville 
papers, reporting lively proceedings at a meeting of 
the Unitarian society. A question was raised as to 
the lawfulness of using church property for a pur- 
pose contrary to the original intent. A minority 
wished Mr. Chainey's resignation to take effect at 
once; but the prevailing voice was for letting him 
goon. A number of new members wished to vote; 
they all appeared to be his partisans. Did they join 
a religious society in order to help pervert the 
organization and the property to the use of Athe- 
ism? - 
“Mr. Chainey, who was formerly a Methodist, had 
won favor and confidence by his apparent devotion 
to the spirit and work of religion. Only a few 
weeks ago he accepted for his support an install- 
ment from a fund raised ‘to promote a pure Chris- 
tianity) And the course he has now taken will 
cause the more surprise and sorrow, because it looks 
like the betrayal of a trust." 

* Behold how great a matter a little fire kin- 
dleth!” I never dreamed that the attempt to burn 
up a little rubbish heap here in our church would 

indle such a wide-spread conflagration. Such is 
life. The visitors we do not expect come, and others 
take us by surprise. I hav been much interested in 
the various and contradictory motives charged to 
me. I hav been honest and dishonest; sensible and 
foclish; selfish and unselfish. Every day brings me 
letters of compliment, inquiry, or condemnation. 
Joy and sorrow hav striven constantly together for 
the mastery, I am quite free to confess that I wag 


as ignorant of what the consequences of telling the 
truth would be as my complainants. seem to be. 
Some say that I hav ruined this church. If I hav, 
I wish that I could do the same for every other 
church in the Jand. A church that cannot giv hospi- 
tality to the ever-increasing light of truth ought to 
‘perish, But I hav no fears whatever for any good 


arraigned virtually before the ecclesiastical bar of a ‘influence we may hav exerted. 


The most precious reward of my foil has come to 
me in many a grateful acknowledgment by those 
who hav heard or read my sermons that I had 
opened for them the meaning of life and made them 
feel that it was a grand and glorious thing to liv. 
Since doing what many assure me is an act of 
destruction, I hav received more assurances of good 
done than hav come to me during the past three 
years. I am satisfied that this will endure. 

The enemy may sow again the thorns of supersti- 
tion, but enough hav seen the beauty of the flowers 
of liberty, love, and law to insure their future culti- 
vation. Together we hav often roamed the broad, 
bright, breezy common of the universe, gathering 
the sweet wild flowers of nature with which to 
weave garlands to adorn our homes, and no one can 
ever again confine us in the gloomy chambers of 
superstition. In all that I hav done I appeal to the 
future, and though when the full justification comes, 
for ought I know, I may be hushed into the dream- 
Jess sleep of eternal rest, still it is enough if, as 
George Eliot sings : 


I may but join the choir invisible 

Ot those immortal dead who Jiv again 

ln lives made better by their presence, fo 
To liv is heaven, 


To make undying music in the world, 
Breathing us beauteous ozder that controls 
With growing. sway the growing life of man. 
Ro we inherit that sweet purity 
For which we struggled, groaned, and agoniz»d 
With widening retrospect that bred despair, 
That better self shall liv till human time 
Shall fold its eyelids, and the human sky 
Be gathered, like a scroll within the tomb, 

: Unread forever. 


, But to go back, though as already said, I did not 
know the consequences that would follow this step, 
I quite readily confess to a feeling of capability of 
doing some honest work for which the world will be 
willing to pay me. And when the brave and tender 
companion, who has journeyed by my side over the 
ath of life uncomplainingly, whether her feet 
pressed the cruel thorns of adversity or the sweet 
flowers of prosperity, said that she would share a 
crust rather than hav me quench one ray of truth 
that had come to gladden our lives, it was quite easy 
to dare any fate. If I had known you as well as I 
do now before I had taken this step, I should hay 
had no reason whatever to fear the result. While I 
knew that many had always responded to every 
forward-looking word, still one of the most pleasant 
surprises of life came to me when I felt the warm 
clasp of many a hand and received your hearty and 
sincere approval, and found that you, too, had suf- 
fered from the same inconsistency between the 
sentiments of my sermons and the form of prayer 
and praise associated with them. I hav no desire 
and no intention to engage in any quarrel. Life is 
far too short and too valuable to spend in trying to 
catch the water of justice through the seive of a law 
court, where, through the unjust barbarism of the 
past, that can still be enforced, we cannot speak in 
our own defense unless we take an oath that would 
sully our honor. I will surrender any right before 
bowing for one moment the knee at the blood-stained 
altars of superstition. 

Isympathize deeply with any who unwittingly 
hav been eaught in the snare of orthodoxy and 
bound at last to the barren rock of a dogmatic 
assertion that has no foundation in nature or reason. 
I know how hard it is to escape from the bondage 
of the past. The shadow of fear, too faint to 
observe, often obscures the free vision. A cut on 
the finger in childhood leaves a scar which we bear 
tothe grave. So the gashes inflicted upon the mind 
by our early theological training produces a scar 
that is ample apology forthe mental obliquity of 
many a professed Liberal I want it understood 
that while I will not yield one inch of right to 
express my freest thought, I at the same time hold 
in fullest respect those who look upon my course as 
a defection from the true orbit of life. 

A dear friend in the ministry writes me, saying : 
“T honor the manly integrity which prompted your 
steps ; I well understand the centrifugal force that 
for a long time has been the stronger power tugging 
at you and leading you out of the common orbit. I 
also believe in the value of this force, but, dear 
brother, while yielding, I trust not one whit more 
than you to any conservative expediency, I can but 
think that there is a beauty and significance in the 
centripetal force that bends the straight lines of our 
individualism into the circle of human helpfulness 
and co-operation.” Iam sure that he does not see 
and feel this any more than Ido. I long as much 
asany one for the sweet harmonies of a true and 
helpful fellowship. I shall slight no power that 
draws me near to any other earnest and truthful 


soul, but we must each one be true to self, and then 
it must follow as the night the day we cannot then 
be false to any man. We can only work with those 
whose orbit is in harmony with our.own. If one 
chooge to wander away from the ever-shining truth 
that is the common attraction to us all, we cannot 
forsake our course to follow him into the darkness, 
Our path is onward. It may be as often through 
the gloom of night as thé light of day, still it is ever 
onward into light. The sun hastes to its setting, 
but we know that it will also rise again ; the winter 
of doubt spreads its bleak mantle-around us, but we 
know that it will be follewed with a new spring- 
time of life and beauty ; and so in these delicious 
days of spring, while the air is filled with the per- 
fume of countless flowers, while on every side we 
behold the promise of new life, we go forward 
rejoicing in the higher joys of awakening thought 
and brighter visions of moral beauty that enchant 
our every sense. 

Still, life is not perfect. In the heart of many a 
beautiful bud lurks the worm that will smite and 
destroy its beauty before it has gladdened the world. 
Many a butterfly that adorns the common air and 
delights a child with its gorgeous hues will carry 
trouble to some honest market woman who toils 
beneath the scorching sun to earn a scant support 
for herself and orphan children. . Beneath the lush- 
ful green on many a waving field of wheat there 
works an enemy that will blight the farmer’s hope 
and snatch from his hands the reward of his toil. 


So beneath this spring-time of thought lurks many .' 


a hidden evil. hile our duty becomes clearer 
and life grows richer and stronger with knowing the 
worst and seeing the ground on which we must 
build the temple of the future, still the mystery and 
complexity of it is not all solved. We still hav 
abundant room for patience with those who think us 
wrong. Life to us, instead of being always a choice 
between right and wrong, is at the best often only a 
choice between two wrongs. This is the position of 
many a free mind to-day. 

To be true to thought is to pain and offend one’s 
dearest friends, while to be true to our friends is to 
quench in the darkness of silence the light of truth 
on which the deliverance of humanity from the 
gloomy caverns of superstition depends. Which 
shall it be? I think, as you know, that the head 
should rule the heart, while many still honestly 
think that the heart should sway the head. Before 
I left the Methodist church I fought with this prob- 
lem for nearly three yéars. To be true to the vision 
of hope and progress that lured me with its unspeak- 
able beauty, I had to disappoint the hopés and 
ambitions of my dearest friends, and pierce my own 
mother's heart as with a sword. No words can 
describe this conflict of heart and mind as time after 
time I aecepted for the sake of love the work of & 
hypocrite. 

It was not, however, as bad as I feared, for the 
influencethat had broken my fetters had not entirely 
been powerless on them. I know that in this step I 
hav pained some of my good friends. Still, from the 
past I take comfort, for I know that it is but a thin 
veil that hangs between me and any one who has 
applauded the sermons preached in this church for 
the last three years. Before I took this step I 
weighed as carefully as I could all the conflicting 
claims in the scales of justice. No course was open 
to me entirely free of objection. I could only 
resolve to be first true to self and right, at any cost. 
The advice I gave this congregation, grounded on 
the independence of every Unitarian church, was 
free from every selfish interest. I gave it in good 
faith, as the product of all I hav learned about Uni- 
tarianism, both East and West. 

When I came into its ministry I was told by 
Robert Collyer, whose kindness and generous help I 
can never hope to fully repay, that it was a place 
where I could always enjoy a free wing. I knew 
that Theodore Parker had been scouted as a heretic 
and cut off from almost all of its fellowship for 
being in his life a little in advance of the rest, still I 
saw that he was looked up to now by almost all asa 
prophet and leader. 

In the first sermon I preached in this pulpit I 
declared that I would never preach any gospel but 
which accorded with my own reason and experience. 
I showed how that individuality is the saving power 
of the world. That sermon has gone, with a number 
of others of like character, in a volume as my rep- 
resentative into many Unitarian homes, For it I 
never received anything but praise. Last summer, 
at a conference gathering of Unitarians on the 
beautiful banks of Lake Winnipiseogee, I preached 
à sermon in which the central thought was that the 
head must ever rule the heart; that religion was 
loyalty to no creed but absolute mental sincerity. 
Though criticised and disapproved by the secretary 
of the association and one or two others, it was heart- 
ily indorsed by almost every one else present. 

Iwas never more surprised than I was at that 
time to hear the secretary of the A. U. A. confess 
that he was in the habit of advising orthodox min- 
isters no longer believing in their doctrines and 
wishing to find a Unitarian pulpit to remain as they 
were and seek to reform the church on the inside. 
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The administrator of the interests of a church whose 
whole histotv is à fraud and a farce, if religion be 
not absolute sincerity to one’s thought, counseling 
inen to play the role of hypocrite—to take their 
hearts in their hands and squeeze from them the 
last drop of moral purity for the sake of making 
more hypocrites. 
But in this article [hav met with a still greater 
surprise to find it claimed that in carrying out the 
‘principle which I hav always süpposed to be the 
heart and meaning of Unitarianism, I hav become 
to Unitarians East and West a lesson of human 
instability. When and where was the creed of the 
Unitarian chureh written with which I must clip 


the wings of my free thought? Where are its tra- 


ditions that represent the be-all and end-all of relig- 
jon? How long is it since it became stable like any 
other orthodox rock about which the restless waves 
of life beat in the ceaseless ebb and flow of the tides 
of thought until it shall all be washed away? When 
did its ship of discovery cast anchor to lie and rot 
by some moldy theological wharf? When did the 
. command go forth from it, “Think no more, ye 
earnest, aspiring minds who hav sought our fellow- 
ship to escape the imprisonment of orthodoxy and 
to sail forever the swelling waves of life and being 
in quest of new islands of beauty, for we hav 
reached the end of the voyage; we hav explored 
and marked out the spot on which we must rest 
forevermore?” Is Unitarianism, like every other 
orthodox church, to become a graveyard where we 
are to spend all our time trying to decipher the half- 
- defaced inscriptions on the tombstones of the dead ? 
Are we, who thought at last we had found a place 
to liv and grow in, to put on the shroud of religious 
conformity, and to lie dowr and be buried alive in 
the coffin of a creed? Has the future no surprises ? 
With art, science, civilization, all bending their eyes 
forward, expecting that all the achievements of the 
past are but a few trees felled in the forest—a line 
or two blazed that marks where the highways of 
future improvement shall yet be crowded with hap- 
pier, freer, and nobler generations—is religion to 
remain stationary—to forever rotate in a circle 
going always back to the dim and shadowy year, 
one that is buried and lost to sight beneath eighteen 
hundred and eighty others, each one of which was 
better than the former? I thought that Unitarian- 
ism was the star of liberty keeping watch above the 
cradle of the future; a banner about. which every 
brave and earnest soldier of nature might rally and 
bearit forward on their conquering arms until it 
should float victorious above the last dismantled 
fortress of superstition. But according to the writer 
of this article it is a “ will o? the wisp ” that has led 
me blindly through the darkness of unbelief over 
the abyss of eternal ruin. I supposed that I was to 
be free forever to roam over all the broad prairies 
of truth, but, if this article is to be believed, I hav 
followed it until it has landed me in a morass. 
came to it gladly, lured by its promise of a free 
wing, and lo, I find that I am taken in a net, and, 
unless I escape, must hereafter be shut up in a cage. 
Is it possible that the declarations heard all around 
the orthodox circles, that Unitarianism has outlived 
its usefulness, are true? I begin to think they are 
in part. I am sure that they are true of that part of 
Unitarians who think that the end of truth was 
reached by Channing or Parker, or that the interests 
of humanity are served by forever looking back- 
wards Iam sure that they are inexorably true of 
those who at present control the policy of the asso- 
ciation. JI am sure that it is true of all Unitarians 
who think that so-called liberal Christianity is the 
stopping place for the Car of Progress. This is felt 
by more than me. One of the most prominent Unt- 
tarian ministers in the East writes me: “I am 
heartily sick of the miserably impotent attitude of 
Unitarianism. It is without the sort of dignity that 
comes with antiquity and largeness, and it balks at 
the step needed to make itself squarely and consist- 
ently rational. It is neither the exponent of reason 
and science nor of tradition and authority, but now 
the one and now the other, neither long enough to 
get aright to respect itself nor to command the 
respect of others. Unitarian bigotry is the most 
petty and aggravating of all bigotry, and in the 
most absurd and glaring contradiction to the claims 
made by the body to represent reason. But the 
world at large cares precious little about any of the 
sects. Brains hav done with them—modern brains 
—and the race turns its attention to other things.” 
Another prominent, minister, settled in the West, on 
visiting the annual meeting of the association in 
Boston, wrote me a description of it, in which he 
says; * Each morning ai eight o'clock was a prayer- 
meeting. And such things! As much like our 
Western orthodox prayer-meetings as two beans are 
alike. Ministers in gowns.  Praying in Jesus' 
name. Addressing him as Lord and Savior. Prov- 
ing things by the Bible. Talking against Infidelity. 
Exalting Channing as the only man that ever lived 
since Jesus. Singing coronation. Celebrating the 
Lord’s supper with all the pomp of a Catholic. 
They looked to me like ministerial lemon peels out 
of which the juice had been squeezed. Not one 

ringing word for the people, Not one burst of 


pope Not one burning thought for freedom. 
ot one attitude for leadership. But a halting 
quibble; an impracticable hair-splitting; a learned 
description of nothing, and a spiritless eulogy upon 
the vanishing points of obsolete absurdities. It is 
like a giant's struggling to lifta fly. It is simply 
ridiculous.” 

While both the letters show the kind of Unitari- 
anism that inspired this article in the Christian 
Register, they also, in the writers, show that there 
is quite another kind of Unitarianism. We hav 
just been celebrating the centennial anniversary of 
Channing’s birthday. All around the land words of 
praise hav been woven into a laurel wreath of glory 
about his memory, But if Channing were alive to- 
day, he, of all men, would most condemn the present 


tendency to make him the spiritual leader of all the} 


centuries. He never dreamed he had floated level, 
on outstretched wing, with all the hights of thought 
Whatever he believed in himself, he was always 

oung for liberty—-he was always asking for more 
light and room for the souls of men. He said: 
“his Unitarianisth which so many seem to think is 
the last word of the human mind, is only the vesti- 
bule. We hav everything to learn. I hav little or 
no interest in Unitarians as a sect; I hav hardly 
anything to do with them. I can endure no sec- 
tarian bonds.” 

He objected to the covenant of a Unitarian 
church at Newport because it contained the dog- 
matical expression, “Believing in one God the 
Father,” though that was the dearest faith of his 
life, yet he saw that it was wrong to turn it into a 
creed and so arrest the growth of thought. In the 
position I hav taken I appeal confidently for my 
justification to the principles, not the doctrines, of 
both Channing and Parker. If I had time I could 
find in Unitarian literature acknowledgments that 
would build about me an impregnable tower of 
defense. It is because of these things that I believe 
in the future of Unitarianism, but the prophecies of 
many hopeful hearts will only be fulfilled when it 
plants itself squarely upon reason, substitutes the- 
ology with science, and Christianity with humanity. 

In the first part of this remarkable article I am 
recognized as an agnostic, and in the last virtually 
as an Atheist. These two things are contradictory. 
Iam an Atheist, which is to know that there is no 
God, and at the same time.an agnostic, which is not 
to know. I invite no name. I cannot say to-day 
what I shall be to-morrow. I confess readily that I 
do not know about God. Iam glad that I hav 
aes vla that infinite conceit that quenches all 
wonder in omnipotence. I am one solitary being 
among one billon and seventy-five millions of 
people who are swept away on the average of every 
twenty-five or thirty years to giv place to another 
billion and seventy-five millions, Such is the im- 
portance of man on this globe. But this globe is 


I} but oue, not among one billion and seventy-five 


millions, but one among an infinite number of 
worlds. As space is eternal, so must worlds be 
eternal. From any point from which we gaze we 
look out toward shoreless infinitude. Every point 
in space is a8 much at the center of the universe as 
any other. If we should start off in a direct line 
with the swiftness of lightning, we should forever 
pass new worlds. There are probably worlds so 
far off from us that light always traveling from 
them to us can yet never reach us. Can you con- 
ceive of a personal creator in such a universe? 
Does it help you in the least to go back of nature to 
a first cause? Is it not easier to believe in the 
eternity of nature, in quality of time, as well as 
quantity, than to believe that there was ever a time 
when all this was created from nothing? Do you 
know all about this? Are you sure you underatand 
it? Think, feel, and be honest about it. I know 
there was a time in the history of the race when all 
men thought they understood it. The savage 
always knows or thinks he knows more about these 
things than the civilized man. To vhe earliest men 
the skies were only asort of upper story to the 
earth—a jeweled chamber in which they thought 
the gods lived, which they believed they could 
reach if they could only build a ladder long enough. 
This was the reason Jacob dreamed of such a ladder. 
Now these gods were supposed to come down to 
earth in the form of men, select wives from the 
daughters of men, tell fortunes, avenge the wrongs 
of their worshipers, and work miracles to assist 
them in the perpetration of the most infamous 
atrocities that stain the pages of human history. 
Though rejecting these stories 28 myths that grew 
up out of the ignorance of the past, many still 
believe that God was the father of Jesus, and the 
Christian Unitarian that he was in some mysterious 
and special measure incarnated in him, filling him 
with grace and wisdom, so that to submit to the 
teaching of Jesus is to know and understand God. 
To me, this last conception is but the vanishing 
shadow of this earlier superstition. 

Looking out upon the infinity of the universe, 
touched and humbled before its incomprehensible 
vastness, we find it impossible to conceive of any 
personal God or of any power more eternal than the 
universe; and so standing before this unknown, 


shoreless vast, we reverently bow our heads and say 
we don't know. We look about us and behold evil 
and good; evil independent of the good, and good 
independent of the evil, for on every hand we see 
pain, want, hunger, sorrow, and death, unrelated to 
any life or good, because only destructive of the joy 
and bliss of life, until, as to Buddha: 


The woeful cry 
Ot life and all flesh living cometh up 
Into my ears, and all my soul is full 
Of pity for the sickness of the world. =, 
And which of all the greater or lesser gods 
. Hay power or pity? Who hath seen them ?—who? 
What hav they wrought to help their worshipers? 
How hath it steadied mau to play and pay 
Tithes of the coru and oil to chant the chorus, 
To slay the shrinking sacrifice, to rear 
The stately fane, to feed the priest. and call 
Oa Vishou Shiva Surya, who save? None. 


No more has it steadied us to pray to Jehovah, 
Christ, the Ever-living, or the All-Father. Things 
daily happen that would call forth the sympathy 
and deliverance of an almighty fiend, if there is 
one, say nothing of an All-Father. 

A short time since, near Chicago, a pair of 
betrothed lovers were wandering one moonlight 
night by the lake shore, listening to the solemn 
music of the waves and painting bright dreams of a 
cottage home, where they would train vines and 
honeysuckles about the doors and make it within 
and without a picture of the everlasting beauty of 
their love, that gave a brighter radiance to the stars, 
a sweeter charm to the melody of the waves, and a 
nobler meaning to life, when there rushed upon 
them three ruffians, who beat senseless with a club 
the young man, and, after having satiated their sav- 
age lust, threw their victim into the lake. 

This is but one of many such events, and yet 
there is no deliverance from the skies. Do you 
wonder that we say theology and prayer are vain, 
and that our only hope is in science? Science could 
tame and render harmless such monsters. If as 
much time is ever devoted to the improvement of 
man through science as is wasted in trying to please 
some power in the skies, far the largest amount of 
the present misery of the world will be banished. 
If there is such a personal power as we are asked by 
most religionists to believe, who will punish us for 
doubting his existence, who can at any point cross 
the track of nature’s laws, then, with such a world 
a8 this to explain his character, he must be an infinite 
fiend whom it is nobler to hate and despise than to 
love and honor. What there is that rises beyond per- 
sonality; what this restless longing of our own hearts 
is to pierce and understand the infinite; what there 
is behind the matter which to science contains the 
promise and potency of all life, we do not pretend to 
know. There may be a spiritual essence more subtle 
than the odor of a flower that is built up into con- 
sciousness that sball liv after physical death, but 
we do not know. But some things we do know, 
and these we will do until we know more. For us 
the meaning of life is'solved by doing the duty that 
lies nearest to hand. Meeting life in this fashion, 
we find that all the things about which any one can 
hav a doubt are for us meaningless—colored cob- ` 
webs spun out of the uneducated fancy of barbari- 
ans, which we soon brush away. We hav ceased 
gazing in the skies and turned to the earth. The 
stars, it is said, tell all their secrets to the flowers. 
In lowly duties that blossom by the hearthstone of 
home, and in the social and political duties of life, 
we find all the work that mind and heart can do. 

I want next to call your attention to the charge 
of dishonesty, with the attempt to make it forcible, 
in the illustration of Robert E. Lee. I find that in 
this world it depends altogether upon whose ox is 
gored. If Lee had led his whole splendid army 
over to the service of the Union, he would hav been 
honored as the hero and savior of his country. If, 
in trying to carry this church property over into the 
service of larger liberty of thought, I hav been dis- 
honest, the denomination who stole in the sante way 
nearly all their church property from the Puritan 
Fathers should be the last to lisp a word on that 
subject. Now I beg leave to say that I am not 
laboring inthe interest of secession, but of that all- 
comprehensive union that shall yet break the fetters 
of every slave. I am glad for this comparison 
between common honesty and uncommon honesty. 
The true and highest ethics of life are as yet very 
uncommon. They hav scarcely any relation to our 
ordinary business habits, and are often quite 
strapgers to our courts of so-called justice. The 
most signal triumph, however,.of uncommon hon- 
esty over common honesty is found in the history of 
Unitarianism. Many of its present churches are 
those that were planted here by the Puritan 
Fathers, who believed in the trinity, atonement, 
‘literal hell, predestination, and reprobation. To 
build and endow them they gave of the first fruits 
of their toil in the wilderness. They braved the 
dangers of the deep and of countless treacherous 
sayages in order to enjoy the liberty of worshiping 
God according to the dictates of their own con- 
scieħces. They never intended that any one else 
should enjoy the same privilege. They made the 
church a part of the state. They enforced uniform. 
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ity of opinion with the whipping-post, publie pil- 
lory, and gibbet. They made such strict Jaws 
about it that they never dreamed of securing by a 
deed of settlement their church property. If only 
one had suggested that the church planted on 
Plymouth Rock by the pilgrims who came over in 
the Mayflower would ever be used asit is to-day, 
they would hav imprisoned him for blasphemy. 
But in some way, in spite of their Blue laws and 
orthodox strait-jackets, some of their children 
took to thinking. The climate of New England is 
exceedingly favorable to intellectual development, 
Though about Boston society there is a strong flavor 
of provincialism, still, on the whole, New England, 
has been the principal influence in the intellectual 
life of this continent. i 

Thought produced doubt, and doubt grew inio 
rejection as false many of the doctrines of their 
fathers. The heretics became so numerous as to 
outvote the orthodox. The question arose, Whose 
is the property ? Common honesty said it ought to 
be held in the interest of the original intent, Un- 
common honesty said, No, it belongs to these men 
and women who hav been grand enough to grow; 
who believe that they are but yet mere wanderers 
on the shore of life, picking up here and there a 
pebble of truth. They are the legitimate children of 
the Pilgrim Fathers, who hav built better than they 
knew. The highest interests of humanity demand 
that they should hav it, and fortunately the state 
gave it to the majority. I stand by that verdict as 
the true one, 1t was hard on those men and women 
who knew that they represented the original interest 
of the church and yet had to goout and build a new 
church. I hav stood and looked upon these churches 
standing side by side, the old in the interest of the 
new, the new serving the old, so that the last is first 
and the first last, and tried to picture to myself the 
suffeying of those poor people as they saw the 
churches that seemed to them the eternal property 
of their ideas go over into the service of what they 
looked upon as an infamous heresy and blasphemy. 
I could not but sympathize deeply with them. I 
shall not stop to moralize, only to say that our case 
is exactly parallel to these, 

Iam also charged with the betrayal of a trust, 
because last July the association gave me $200, 
which sum I immediately borrowed of a friend and 
spent in the interest of this church, though it is only 
a few weeks since a part of it was paid. I want to 
say that I hav made no promise to Unitarians that I 
hav not kept. I never was examined in doctrine, 
asked whether I was a Christian, or promised to 
preach anything about it. I hav made no secret of 
my views. I supposed that a Unitarian pulpit was 
a place in which I could preach each Sunday what I 
believed, without fearing that srme one would step 
up at the close of the sermon with charges of heresy. 
Jf I had thought this possible, I would hav broken 
stones for bread, before I would hav run any such 
risk of enduring what L hav for the past three 
months, Some people think that I hav sought all 
this for a mere sensation, The worst wish I enter- 
tain toward them is that they might hav brains and 
heart enough given them for a short time to try it. 

What Ihav said first and last about religion in 
the West is that it is dying with the dry rot of 
insincerity, and that every orthodox church is 
honeycombed through and through with skepticism. 
Nor is this unbelief that which finds some new 
meaning for some old text. As I find it, it is the 
feeling that the whole system of supernatural theol- 
ogy is foundationless. A doctrinal Unitarian can 
do no good here. The people who can alone be got. 
into a free church will look upon him with curiosity 
as a little different specimen of orthodoxy, They 
may acknowledge an improvement in them over 
those taught in the other churches, but with a few 
pungent facts and telling arguments they will soon 
knock the bottom out of all of it together. 

Stress is also laid in this article on my refusing to 
pray. Ido this because, without faith in one who 
hears and answers prayer, the act seems vain. If, as 
some claim, it is only valuable as a spiritual gym- 
nastic exercise, I think all such benefits may be 
gained without making our outward action incon- 
sistent with our inward thought. 

I want as much as any one to inspire and uplift 
you into all the finer issues of life—to giv to you 
whatever of grace and beauty of soul that we hav 
associated with the devout spirit. Bat I am satis- 
fied that the highest reverence never comes to the 
soul without that sense of wonder and mystery of 
life and nature that makes of all words a mockery. 

Other stress is laid upon what I said about hymns 
of compliment to deity and the best use to which 
our hymn books may be put. I supposed every one 
would understand that I meant the hymn bocks that 
we hav hitherto used in this church, There are 
many hymns which I should be glad to hay sun 
here—hymns that would thrill us with the pathos of 
human sympathy, glorify the common duties of life 
and consecrate us to all that is true, beautiful, and 
good. Nor is it necessary to hav our music married 
to words, It is often most inspiring when fts fine 
harmonies come to us without the distraction of 
words oy thought, Musio is the food o£ the heart: 


.** Tt comes over the ear like the sweet sound 
That breathes upon a bank of violets, 
Stealing and giving.odors.” : 


Now it is like the winsome laughter of a child, then 
the cooing of' a dove, the gurgle of a waterfall, the 
sighing of a summer breeze, or the passionate en- 


treaties of love, or the wailings of a heart smitten ; 


with the loss of life's dearest treasures. 

There is no voice of shining star or beautiful blos- 
som that it cannot interpret better than words, It 
can fire the heart with courage, intoxicate it with 
joy, or melt it to tears, 

"It says also in this article that with a great deal of 
sentiment I denied the value of religious sentiment. 
This is intended to convey the idea that my own 
use of sentinient contradicts my opinion at this 
point. This is, however, a false and unwarranted 
inference. I believe in the rights of the heart as 
well as of the head. I simply contend in order 
to enjoy the strong tides of feeling and sentiment 
that it is not necessary to surrender the judgment 
of reason, and that whenever we do we endanger 
the highest interests of humanity. The religious 
sentiment I condemn is that which is pumped up 


from woru out; dogmas by wilfully closing the eyes 


of the mind to their falsity. I believe in all the 
sentiments that soften and mellow our nature into 
finer grace and beauty; I believe in all the aspira- 
tions that yearn after moral excellence and in all the 
reverences that make manliness morè manly, and 
would cherish all the hopes that can in any way giv 
courage and endurance to the heart of man. If my 
favor in the sight of Unitarians depends upon de- 
votion to the spirit and work of true religion, there 
is no reason in the world why I should lose it. It 
is true I accept science as a substitute for theology 
—but science when rightfully understood in its 
relation to all the interests of humanity flames out 
into religion ; it is warm and passionate with desire 
for the happiness of all; it is capable of as great 
and noble renunciations as any that Were ever 
inspired by theology; it bas room in it for an 
absolute sincerity ; it seeks to balance the scales of 
justice and lay more firmly the. foundations of 
righteousness, Though theology goes, religion 
remains, The reason that some think this means 
the destruction of religion is the mistake of suppos- 
ing that religion and theology are one, when they 
are two quite different things. Theologies are 
many, but religion is always the same. To be 
religious is to be true to an ideal of life (no matter 
whether in itself it be true or false) that calls out 
all our heart’s devotion, so that we do what it 
teaches us, not only because it so commands, but 
because it is that which above all things else we 
love todo. Religion is the blossom and perfume of 
the free heart and mind. It always witbers and 
dies when the devotions of the heart are contra- 
dicted by the judgments of the head. Religion is 
the perfection and symmetry of life. It is music, 
poetry, passion, enthusiasm, reason, and conscience, 
all mingling together in one grand thrilling psalm 
of life. It is the science of sincerity and the 
unutterable joy of disinterested devotion to human- 
ity. It is the heart thrilled. with the mystic 
pleasure of its relationship to the infinite and eternal 
meanings of life. It is the kindly light of truth 
mingling with the warmth and tenderness of human 
love. It is the conscious sympathy of one heart 
with every other throbbing heart of the human 
race. It is the ideal that floats above us like a ban- 
ner of victory, giving to life the inspiration of 
courage. Itis the star of hope, shining above the 
future, promising the full and perfect redemption of 
humanity. It is that healthy and vital energy of 
life that keeps the heart young and buoyant through 
all the losses and disappointments of its career. It 
is that instinct of relation to nature that makes us 
reflect its moods of sunshine and cloud ; that min- 
gles the perfume of the heart with that of the 
flowers, and kindles in the soul an answering emo- 
tion of sublimity to every shining world of light. 
Having felt and enjoyed all this, we are content to 
say of the infinite, I don’t know. The world will 
yet learn that it is the loftiest and most aspiring souls 
that denounce all creeds and definitions of God or 
religion, who bravely and truthfully say to the 
inquiry, What do you believe here? I don’t 
know. I only know that the morning and evening 
hush, the splendor and glow of night, the first faint, 
delicious odors of spring, the summer’s effulgence, 
the autumnal glory and splendor, the keen delight 
of winter, the myriad wonders and beauties of its 
snow and ice, the flow of a river like a stream of 
silver across the landscape of a peaceful valley, the 
uplifted majesty and beauty of a mountain, the 
solemn, mystic music of the ocean’s roar, and more 
than all these, the mystery and wonder of human 
thought and love, subdue me and uplift me, fill me 


g)with gladness and oppress me with a sense of 


infinite littleness, make me tremble and weep with 
joy and delicious sadness before all this vastness 
and grandeur that makes of all human explanations 
a mockery and profanation. Confessing to this 
truth of our inward souls, courageously acknowledg- 
M that to us theology is, from beginning to the 
end, but the baseless fabric of a dreams dream 


^ 


that paralyzes with fear the humanities of most of 
the dreamers—we must expect to be maligned and 
| misunderstood by those who are still the slaves of 
‘its barbarous power. But we can still be of good 
courage. We know that the morn already gilds 
with splendor the horizon of the future, All things 
are pledged to the fulfilment of our cause. There 
is no rain falls that does not nourish it ; no wind 
blows that does not whisper it ; no flower blooms 
that does not adorn it ; no river flows nor tide ebbs 
that do not follow it with fluid footsteps to bear it 
on its way on their swelling bosoms. 
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. The Congress at Brussels. 


DEAR Mz. Bennett: I drafted this letter very soon after 
receiving the French circulars, but thought prudent not to 
send it till I had heard from other members of the Board; 
and, if overruled by the Board, I shall, of course, not send 
it at all. However, after giving the fullest consideration to 
what you and Mr. Ràwson hav said, I cannot see resson to 
change my expression. Moreover, { think, do all we could, 
the Congress would prove a decided failure. Failures are 
weakening, and the lefs we hav to do with them the better, 
If we stick doggedly to what we hav undertaken—stick to. 
gether ourselves and split our enemies— we shall conquer 
without fail. Yours truly, Evizur Wrieat, 


THE LETTER. 


To Mzssns. V. ARNOULD, C. De PAEPE, A. DUVERGER, 
E. BrEENS, N. GoFFIN, AND A. VANAMBERG, Gentlemen : 


your names, addressed to me as '* President of tbe Liberal 
League of America " (though that of which I am President 
prefixes the word National and does not affix America), 
proposing the formation of a *'* Federation Universalle de 
Libre-Penseurs," and counting the aforesaid League among 
the materials of which such a '' Federation " is'to be formed. 
This I conceive to be a misapprehension, Our organiza- 
tion, founded in Philadelphia in 1876, is by no means one 
of Freethinkers as such, but of persons of all shades of 
thought and creed, who combine to effect an entire separs. 
tion of church and state. Doubtless a large part of its 
present members are not adherents of any religious faith or 
sect, but men and women of all religions and any church 
are cordially invited to join with us if they concede to the 
specific demands of our platform. Our League cerries on 
no war with the creeds or religious observances of any of 
our fellow-citizens, buttonly with the use of public money 
and state patronage to support them or their adherents. on 
their account, Whatever our present opinions or sympathies 
may be, it would not be acting in harmony with:our consti- 
tutional pledgos or in good faith toward the religionists: we 
invite here at home to act with us to take part as a body in 
forming a universal federation whose object would appar- 
ently be to overthrow all religion, Happily, our-Conatitu- 
tion does not preclude any individual member from doing 
so in his private capacity any more than from giving his 
money and his infltence to Bible societies or foreign 
missions. 

I am happy to say our National League, at its. late. Con- 


gress in Cincinnati, Ohio, expressed its sympathy with all - 


moveraents in favor of liberty in Europe, from which I trust 
you will infer that it is not in favor of mental slavery any- 
where, But it did not act on any proposition like the 
"Federation" you propose, and I conceive it will not be 
proper for the officers to take any such action till the matter 
has been submitted to the next Congress, which will not 
probably meet earlier than in September, 

Assuring you of my most distinguished consideration, I 
am, gentlemen, Your most obedient servant, 

|. EnizuR Wareat, ` 
President National Liberal League. 
Boston, Mass , May 23, 1880, ‘ 


[RzsPoxsE.— This seems a little like a wet blanket, but 
with all deference to the opinions of the venerable, 
esteemed, and worthy President of the National Liberal 
League, we are constrained to dissent somewhat from 
his views. We cannot see that it isin any wise in oppo- 
sition to the spirit and objects of the National League 
to sympathize with and co-operate in council with Liberals 
and Freethinkers of Other countries and everywhere. If 
it is too narrow and restricted for this, we hav been mis- 
taken in it, and must frankly say it is not all we yearn for, 
If the object of the League is solely to secure the taxation 
of church property, it is not all we desire. We wish to see 
a Liberal organization in our country that can extend the 
right hand of fellowship to Liberals in all parts of the 
globe. 1f organizition and co-operation is desirable and 
beneficial, we cannot see why we should be restricted or 
circumscribed by state or national lines, All men are our 
brothers, and all Liberals are in close sffinity with us. 

The Liberals of the different nations of Europe, after 
many years of talk and preparation, are about to hold an 
International Congress for the purpose of conferring to- 
gether, comparing the progress of Liberalism in different 
countries, and devising practical means to expedite its 
growth. The call for this Congress virtually and explicitly 
says the societies represented there will be inno wise bound 
or hampered by the deliberations or actions of that body. 
The object is fraternal counsel and suggestions. 

A few years ago the church held an Evangelical Alliance, 
in which all the Protestant sects were represented; and now 
it is proposed to hold a Liberal, or Freethinkers'. Congress, 
and it seems but proper that the Liberal League should hav 
& representation tbere. 

The Freethinkers of Eurape hav gent to us greeting, 
and ask us to join with them in council and devise as to 


(Vhat can and ghall be dong to best spread Light and trith 


I hav had the honor to receive a printed circular bearing : 


i. 
| 

| 

| 

! 
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among the sons and daughters of men. Shall we withdraw 
the right hand of fellowship from them and say we will not 
fraternize ‘with them? We should say not. We should 
say, Let us meet with our brothers in Europe; let us learn 
what they are doing; let us tell them what we are doing; 
and let us advise together as to what should be done to 
make the cause of truth and mental liberty advance faster 
in the future. 

It isto be hoped there is not too much of the spirit of 
Christianity in the League for this. It is doubtful if there 
are one per cent of Christians composing the League, and 
even, if that moiety would be injured or outraged by a dele- 
gation being sent to the Congress at Brussels. If the League 
is more Ohristian than Liberal, then we hav wholly misun- 
derstood its character and object. We hav supposed it to 
be the purpose of the League to free men and women from 
the domination of priestly rule and churchly superstition. 
Our brothers in Éurope are working in this direction. 

In enumerating the objects they hav in view, in the fourth 
they say it is the discussion of ‘* the necessity of establish- 
ing a system. of morals independent of religious ideas." Is 
this in opposition to the spirit of the League, and cannot 
the League properly join in the discussion? The great 
object of Liberals in all parts of the world is the liberation 
of thought everywhere and to be free from ecclesiastical 
domination in every respect. . 

Article 2, in the order.of exercises, declares that ‘‘mem 
bership of the Congress does not imply membership of the 
federation," and it is virtually said that societies sending 
delegates to the Congress are by no means bound by the 
action of that body. What, then, has the League to fear? 
If the secular societies and unions of Great Britain, estab- 
lished by Bradlaugh and Holyoake, can meet and fraternize 
with the Brussels Congress, are there sound reasons why 
Liberal societies in America may not do the same?: — 

We, however, do not feel like unduly urging the matter. 
We are simply a single individual. We assuredly shall not 
go as a delegate unless we are sent. Every auxiliary League 
has the right to speak in this matter, and every individual 
Liberal has the same right. An expression of opinion on 
this matter is desired. Prof, Rawson has something to 
say, as follows :—Ep. T. 8.] 


THE BRUSSELS CONGRESS OF FREETHINEERS. 


The word ** Freethinkers" is a large one just now, and so 
large that it overshadows some of our best friends in the 
matter of the coming Congress at Brussels. We here in the 
United States hav been working away quietly, pushing our 
peculiar enterprises in secularism, to a great extent unmind- 
ful of what our brothers and sisters in the cause of men- 
tal emancipation in other countries are doing. It is now 
proposed to send a few of our men and women to this Con- 
gróss at Brussels Who will strike hands with the other dele- 
gates there and assure them of our sympathy and good 


wishes, and to assist in their deliberations as to the best 


methods of educating the people to a knowledge of them- 
selves and their surroundings for the uses of this present 
world—which after all is the best preparation for a future 
life if there is to be one. 

As for myself, it may be well to say that several visits to 
Europe hav taken away the novelty of sight-seeing for me, 
and if I go, this will be a business trip, to gather informa- 
tion that will be useful to our cause, and report what Lib- 
erals in this country are doing. This is expected to take at 
least two months, or ten weeks perhaps, of time, which is 
worth something in my business. This time being given by 
me, it is not too much to expect that friends of the cause 
will pay the bare expenses of the trip. Besides the eight 
or ten weeks abroad, including the ocean passage, there 
must be some time given to preparation for the work at 
Brussels, I hav written to many Liberals, men and women, 
and published invitations, to send me essays on the topics 
suggested by the order of exercises of the Congress, to be 
presented there, and am receiving daily letters about the 
affair which will probably take a large part of my time 
during this month. 

The delegation may be indorsed by the officers of the 
National Liberal League, but no such action can affect the 
League itself, which is not a. Freethinkers’ association, but 
a secular society that is working to free our public affairs 
from the grasp of the church, believing the church to be a 
costly and dangerous element in the government and the 
schools, and to insure for each and every person or society 
justice and equal rights, without privilege to any. The 
Congress at Brussels, although a Freethinkers’ gathering, 
will not attack religion, and only indirectly the church—the 
discussion of the questions ‘‘ On Free Will," and ‘‘ On Mor- 
als,” both of which subjects are well worthy of considera- 
tion by any body of thinkers, free or church-bound. Dele- 
gates will, therefore, not compromise the League nor any 
member of it by attendance. The call for the Brussels 
Congress expressly says (Art, XVI.) that its action is to be 
deliberative only, and not legislative, and its votes on the 
various topics Will not be binding on the delegates. 

One of the good results of the trip is expected to be a 
conference with Liberals in Ehgland and elsewhere who are 
managing '* The Science Classes " with a view to establish- 
ing similar ones here. 

I am sure that if Mr. Bennett goes he will sacrifice as 
much, if not more, than I, in time which might be given to 
his business to great advantage, considering his recent vaca- 
tion, He will not be idle. His reports from here will be 
printed in the French language for distribution among the 
delegates at the Congress, and he will probably gather 
thera a mass of material on the Liberal movement in Eu- 
rope that will enrich Tug TRUTH SEEKER for a year to 
come. 

It would be the proper thing to do if the full delegation 
of ten good and true men and women should be sent to con- 
fer with the Liberals of Europe, exchange reports on the 
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good work in each hemisphere, and to infuse new life into 
our work here by their reports on their return. The time 
is short for preparation. Those who.wish to make it a suc 
cess should send their contribution at once, that it may be 
known as soon as possible what can be done. _ 
A. L. Rawson, 
19 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The following letter has been forwarded to Mr. O. B. 
Frothingham, now in Europe: : 


y . NEw York, May 25, 1880. 

O. B. FRorHINGHAM, ESQ, Dear Sir: We, the under- 
Signed, cordially unite in requesting you to appear at the 
World's Convention of Freethinkers, to be held in Brussels, 
in the month of August, as one of the representatives of 
Liberal thought in the United States. We propose to hav as- 
sociated with you at least two prominent gentlemen holding 
similar opinions. We, one and all, feel that to no one would 
we prefer to assign such a charge, and your presence abroad 
seems to make it very opportune. We make the request 
both as private individuals and also in the capacity several 
of us possess in connection with an official position in the 
National Liberal League and other organizations. To be 


sure, no vote has been taken, but it is an authority we 
gladly assume, feeling sure it would. be ratified. 

Trusting your journey has resulted in great good to your 
health, and hoping you will accept our proposal, we remain, 
dear sir, with great respect, Yours truly, i 

2H : T, B. WAKEMAN, — C. PALMER, 

FRANK FULLER, A, L. Rawson, 
E. B. Foots, 8R., M.D., T. C. LELAND, 
` H. B. BROWN, " B. P. ANDREWS, 
and twenty others. l 


. The following isa sample of many letters received upon 
the aubject : . N ; 
: ToLEDO, O , May 80, 1880. 
ESTEEMED SIR: The suggestion to hav about ten mem- 
bers of the National Liberal League represent us at the 
coming International Congress at Brussels pleases me 


very much. You certainly ought to be one of them. IJ 


hope the Liberals will all contribute a little to hav a good 
representation. I will pledge myself for $2. 
Very respectfully, F. HILLENKAMP. 


The Spelling Reform. 

On another page are given rules in the spelling reform as 
adopted by the Home Journal, than which there is no more 
able, cultured, high-toned family journal in the country. It 
has been à recognized organ in fashionable society in Amer- 
ica for more than a third of a century. When such jour- 
nals adopt the spelling reform, and it is approved by 
numerous other influential journals, as will be seen in the 
extracts given, it is an unmistakable indication that the 
reform must ultimately be a triumph and be generally 
adopted. 

The object is to dispense with all silent and useless letters 
and to spell words as they are pronounced as nearly as pos- 
sible and practicable. The objects to be gained by this 
reform, when fully utilized, are stated as follows: 

1. Children and adults will learn to read and write in 
much less than half the time now required. 

2. By this approved system people will easily acquire & 
uniform and correct pronunciation. 

8. "Learning to spell" will be immensely simplified. 
The word only has to be pronounced slowly and it '* spells 
itself.” 

4, The acquisition of reading and writing, with less than 
half the expense now employed, will be attainable to mill- 
ions now deprived of it. 

5. Provincialisms and local and incorrect pronunciations 
will entirely disappear. i 

6. By dropping useless letters at least one-tenth may be 
saved in space, time, and expense. 

7. By this reform, the English language, fast becoming 
the universal language, can be learned much easier, and be 
introduced with greatly increased facilities. 

It must not be forgotten that Taz TRUTH SEEKER led all 
other journals in dropping the final e. in have, live, and 
give, thus inaugurating this needed reform. We feel, now 
that this movement has been so ably seconded, that it is 
time to take another step in the forward march of progress, 
as our readers hav. become fully familiar with this dis- 
pensing of the useless ¢ in the words named and are 
prepared for something further. From this date THE 
TRUTH SEEKER Will adopt the rules of improved spelling as 
taken from the Home Journal with the exception of the last. 
The printers may sometimes forget, but we will soon all 
become familiar with it and gladly bid adieu to the useless, 
cumbersome letters, In this connection, we would ac- 
knowledge a donation of $10 to aid the work from a war 
friend of reform spelling in this city. : 


W. F. Jamieson's Lecture Appointments. 


Two lectures in Bristol, Wis., Sunday June 6th, one on 
June 10th, and two on June 13th. Will attend the Liberal 
camp-meeting at Belvidere, Ill., June 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 
and 21st. Five lectures in Saline, Mich., in the early part 
of July. Will respond to calls for lectures and debates. 
Address at 172 and 174 Clark street, Chicago, Ill. 


oo 


Convention and Camp-meeting of Michigan 
Liberals. 

To tHe Epiton or THe Trurn SEEKER, Sir: The 
Liberalists of Michigan will hold a convention and camp- 
meeting on the Fair Grounds at Lansing, the capital of the 
state, commencing Saturday, June 26th, and closing Mon 
day, July 5th. The camp-meeting will extend through the 


a 
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entire time and will be devoted to social purposes, to the 
discussion of reformatory and Liberal topics, and to a gen- 
eral agitation all along the Liberal line. The convention 
proper will meet on Saturday, July 33, and be in session on 
Sunday, the 4th. Its general work will be the discussion 
and perfecting of plans for the dissemination of Liberal 
thought and encouraging the formation of Liberal Leagues. 
Address B. B. McCracken, Managing Secretary, 
: Detroit, Mich. 
——— — ——99——— — — — i 
Book Notice. 
BENNETTS GODS. 

Dean TRUTA SEEKERS: Once more I come to you with 
the verdict of sincere approval of a good book. I hav re- 
ceived and read ** The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times,” written by our beloved, respected, and ` 


‘honored leader and friend, D. M. Bennett, while behind 


prison bars, which, though confining the body, had no 
power to cramp, fetter, or control the mind, but rather 
tended to send it wanderlng off in quest of subjects more 
entertaining, pleasing, and instructive than those around. 
him. - $ 

Judging from the contents of this large and beautiful 
volume, our friend Bennett has indeed usefully employed 
his few opportunities while a victim to a cruel and unjust 
imprisonment caused by priestly bigotry, tyranny, oppres- 
sion, and revenge. 

Though personally compelled to be associate of the lowest 
and most degraded specimens of humanity that the land 
affords, yet his soul has dwelt among the greatest and most 
powerful magnates of the universe, even the high and 


mighty gods themselves— 


Gods of wood and gods of stone, 
. Gods of iv’ry and gods of bone: 

Gods of iron and gods of brass. 

Gods of porcelain and gods of glass; 

Gods with fins and gods with scales, 

Gods with horas and gods with tails; 

Gods drinking wine or eating grass, 

Gods riding clouds, or on an a88;" 

Gods of every shape and size, 

Weak and feeble, great and wise. 

But not a god among them all 

Shall Jong the mind of man intbrall. 

Bolts, locks, and bars chain not the soul, 

. Nor men like Bennett can control. 

For see! he has given us a book we should think cheaply 
earned could any one of us become the author of it or one 
as good by spending a twelvemonth in jail. 

When we consider the reading and research necessary to 
ferret out the facts concerning only one single god out of 
allthe long list this large volume tells us of, we are aston- 
ished at the magnitude of the labor Mr. Bennett has per 
formed, and performed so well too. 

Here, in fine, large, clear type, and in a handy and con- 
venient form, we hav the biography of gods enough to sup- 
ply a universe. We hav a whole mythological library all in 
one volume, and written in the plain, sensible, easy-flowing 
style that marks everything that comes from the pen of Mr. 
Bennett. 

It seems hardly possible that any one could read the his- 
tory of all these gods, who hav been feared, loved, and 
hated, venerated, worshiped, and despised by turns, as the 
people who created them grew out of harmony with their 
own inventions and longed for something more worthy and 
better adapted to their own progressed condition—this book 
full of gods very appropriately givs more space to the de- 
scription and analyzation of the gods of the Christian Bible 
and to the ‘‘inspired” volume itself than it does to any 
other deity, because we, as Liberals, are suffering more 
from the influence of a belief in these fefiches, who are 
crowding themselves into every possible nook and corner of 
our land wherever they can find an opening. Ostracism, 
imprisonment, and all manner of indignity is heaped upon 
every brave, wise, and noble person who dares to investi- 
gate their claims to belief, honor, or respect. 

Where one church alone has monopolized a country or a 
community, there will you find the most blind and unques- 
tioning faith and belief in creed, dogma, and doctrine ; and 
it is the same with a bible ora god. And as many churches 
serve to weaken the power of them all by causing debate, 
argument, and questioning 88 to which is right and which 
wrong, 80 many gods, all brought together and compared 
as to character, power, and influence, will hav the effct to 
excite inquiry, and the *' consensus of the competent” will 
doubtless decide against them all, and declare tha‘ 

The only god they see 
Is matter and its potency. 
'* O justice, virtue, goodness absolute | 


Thy deep foundation nothing can remove; 
A million gods are but & mote's blind play 
Against thy potent, everlasting sway.” 


ELMINA DRAKE QLENEER. 
Snowville, Va , May 24, 1880. 


—— 


Tar fact that Mr. F. E. Abbot quoted in his Index, with 
his implied approval, the limitlessly faise and foul aspersion 
of the Syracuse Evening Herald, regarding the ladies who 
took part in the Cnickering Hall reception to Mr. Bennett, 
stamps said Abbot as a dirty and lying blackguard, and shuts 
the door of Liberalism forever against him. Never let his 
name be again spoken, save with the deepest contempt and 
loathing. Lower than he has descended no man can go. 
He has touched the almost fathomless depths of infamy; 
and hereafter mark as a traitor to Freethought and Liberal- 
jam, as the sworn enemy of justice and truth, as a panderer: 
to falsehood and cowardly defamation, as the would-be 
assassin of innocence and virtue, as the poltroon smiter of 
grey-haired women and tender girls, any man who lifts his 
voice or wields his pen in his defense. He has made. him~ 
self an outlaw. Let the fate of outlaws be his. The man. 
who will quote, without emphatic disapproval, such words 
concerning such women as Amy Post and Lucy N. Colman: 
is a scoundrel, C. WALSER, 
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Communications. 


Concerning the Oneida Community. 


To THE EDITOR or THe TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Your 
correspondent, Mr. Hammond, seems to look upon my 
description and comments upon the Oneida. Community as 
*' ethereal,” that is to say, “thin.” With all due thankful- 
ness for his information, and with especial gratitude for his 
advice, I desire once more to Call attention to the subject, 

. As to the whipping of Miss Hubbard nearly to death by 
them, I shall say but little, for I know nothing about the 
affair. In all the writing for and against this Community—- 
and I hav read a good deal—I never saw even a hint of any- 
thing of the kind. {ít strikes me, however, if such an 
aggravated case as Mr, Hammond makes out had really 
occurred, the Christian papers would hav published and 
republished it until every man, woman, and child in the 
United States and Europe would hav heard it. It it occurred 
it only shows their undeveloped condition, not having had 
time to evolve much above the standard of the society from 
which they came. Such things are common occurrences in 
Christian society; newspapers are full of them daily; and if 
the Oneida Community hav had only one such case in forty 
years, we must score one for them. 


I distinctly said in my last that I lay no claim to perfec- 
tion for these people; that condition is not possible, in my 
humble opinion ; but I do think society might be organized 
upon a plan that would at least not tend toward evil—that 
is, place men and women in a position where they would 
not be under the necessity of stealing to keep from starving. 
This Community do not mske gewgaws and personal finery 
necessary to the happiness of themselves and their children: 
They satisfy themselves with the plain, practical, and 
useful. Mr. Hammond admits that the children “ hav the 
best of care ;” but he says the business enterprises of the 
community are *' not large." They manufactured, in 1879, 
527,000 steel traps, ranging from the size that will catch a 
rat to that large enough to catch and hold the black bear of 
the Rocky Mountains, and had orders for 75,000 more, and 
also manufactured 1,500 pounds of sewing silk; and it 
requires several hundred thousand feet of lumber to maka 
the boxes to hold their canned fruit. ‘‘ Not very large!” I 
don’t know what he would call large, but they are certainly 
“ flourishing,” at any rate. He says they are “ indolent.” 
Can indolent men and women carry on such enterprises, and 
so successfully ? Could indolent people accumulate such a 
property 88 they hav around them? They had a pretty fair 
weekly paper carried on by their own, people. They 
hav besides written and printed a good many bocki and 
pamphlets. 

Mr. Hammond seems to infer from the fact that their own 
people only *'superintend" that they are indolent. 
superintendent, my dear sir, is the most active person in 
any establishment; if not, the business does not prosper. 


that feeling which prompts Jones to study, plan, and lie 
awake nights thinking of some way to get a little nicer 
turn-out than Smith; or will make Smith deprive himself and 
family of actual necessities in order to go one stery higher 
than Jones; or that will cause Mrs. Simpkins to rage be- 
cause Madam Noodles got a new spring bonnet of the latest 


style, and say, as £ actually did hear one lady say of 


another, ‘‘She need not hold her head so high about her 
horrid bonnet, for I saw her underwear on the line, and it 
was full of holes, and not so very clean either.” . 

This constant, never-ending, but ever-varyiog strife is not 
felt in the communal plan of society. Does Mr. Hammond 
think that we hav attained perfection in our societary gov- 
ernment? Does he think that methods of society are not 
subject to advancement the same as all other systems? Or 
perhaps he thinks our Christian system of society was got- 
‘ten. up by that old mythical being called Jehovah at the 
same time he tried his hand on mud balls. If he does I 
beg leave to differ with him. 

I think that ‘our social system and all others that I know 
anything about are capable of great improvement. I want 
a social system in which I can be social; one in which I 
can really get acquainted with the members; one in which 
I can freely let the members know who and what I am. 

The Christian system that our friead seems to think so 
very perfect is an outgrowth from pagan Romans, a people 
that he no doubt would pronounce heathens; and to say 
that they understood social laws perfectly I think he would 
not dare. : T 

But to return to the subject. Our informant says they do 
“ tattle,” that they hava time on purpose to tattle. He 
says, ‘It is an evening meeting, where each one is required 
to tell what he has seen amiss in any. other member 
during the day.” 

What I understand to ‘be tattling is to tell something 
secretly to injure character. If they speak right out in 
tt meetin’ " it would hardly come under the head of tattling. 
It comes more nearly under the title of criticism, and ap- 
pears to me a very effectual method of keeping people in a 
correct line of conduct. He says there is at least oné com- 
plete idiot in the Oneida Community. A pretty good 
record for forty years among three hundred people. I hardly 
think any outside community can show a better. 

The idea that any of the members desire to escape from 
the home, and -cannot, is simply ridiculous, when it cannot 
be more than fifteen minutes’ walk to a magistrate, who 
would be glad to giv them protection. 

He says the women are “pale, weary-syel,” and are 
** forced to submit to every whim of their masters.” Why, 
his description would hav drawn tears from the eyes of 
& Wooden man ; and had I not been acquainted with per- 
Bons well known to me who hav been there, I would most 
certainly hav felt that **my idol was Bhattered, my earth- 


A ' Star fied.” 


I must, however, accept the testimony of those personally 
known to me rather than a stranger's who shows a disposi- 


But enough of this, It is evident our friend did not think ; tioa to become a swift witness against them, and to make 
what he was saying, or otherwise he wilfully misrepresents, | the better cause appear the worse. A lady of my acquaint- 
Indolence and penury go together, and we all know these; 82ce who spent some months with them, and was admitted 


people are not poor. 


Neither hav they had their money | to a!l of their meetings during that time, says: ‘‘ Women 


given to them ; on the contrary, people took all kinds of ,could not hav more freedom, and in place of ‘pale and 


advantage of them when they were poor. 
opposition they hav climbed up financially, intellectually, 
and, I am inclined to think, morally. 

I am told that there are few cities of fifty thousand inhab- 
itants that hav a library equal to theirs, with all the princi- 
` pal periodicals published, so that the gentleman's assertion 
that they are ignorant of the '* outside world " also falls to 
the ground. He says the young at least are very ignorant 
of the manners and customs of the outside world. They 
hav manners and customs of their own, and perhaps look 
upon our outside manners and customs as not wise or 
proper. 
not hang five or six yards of silk to their skirts, with 


flounces, frills, and ribbons to suit, and from two to two; 


and a half pounds of flax on the top of their heads; their 
waists inclosed in an iron basket drawn so tight that breath- 
ing becomes difficult ; then parade the streets, winking and 


blinking to call attention to the fact that they are dressed į 


a la mode. 

Nor do the youths of the other sex make midnight hid- 
eous with screams and yells as they return from clubs where 
they hav spoiled large quantities of bad whisky by mixing 


it with gastrice juice; nor do both sexes mingle in the heated | 


ball room, whirling in that giddy and exciting pastime until 
every faculty becomes unnaturally excited, then at mid- 
night swallowing large quantities of indigestible material in 
the shape of ice cream, lemonade, and champagne, together 


with plenty of the more solid foods, thus using up more. 


I presume the young ladies of the Community do! 


vital force in one night than would be used in five years of , 


normal life, 
I cannot see but that the Oneida people show themselves 


the better philosophers of life to avoid some of the manners | 


and customs of the outside world. 

These people hav arranged their society so that they hav 
more leisure than we do, and can be more quiet, take life 
more normally. I presume my friend will admit that nine- 
tenths of the American people rush headlong from child- 
hood to old age, constantly straining every nerve to gain a 
competency, and that a large majority of us do not in con- 
sequence liv out half our days. Now that is just where I 
Claim the communal system.has the advantage. People can 
hav more leisure; they do not feel that constant strain upon 


nerve and muscle which is felt by those in a competitive | 


society. They need not lie awake nights thinking how fear- 
fully the interest on that note is eating into their little earn- 
ings. They know nothing of the feeling of the father who 
knows that it is impossible for him to lift the mortgage, and 
‘that his wife and little ones will ere long be thrown into the 
gireets to beg, Or, another view, they hav no necessity for 


In the face of al] | Weary eyed’ they are as plump, rosy, and full of life as it 


seemed possible for women to be;” and this is the testimony 
of all that I have taiked with, and some were anything else 
but friendly to the system. 

I am of opinion that the paleness and ‘‘ weary-eyedness ” 
is all in Mr. Hammond’s mind. 

He brands them all as ‘‘ public harlots” too. ‘' This was 
the most unkindest cut of all.” Mr, Hammond, do you 
really believe the abracadabra of a priest is all that prevents 
your wife from being a harlot ? 

Where free, pure, and true love exists, there can be no 
prostitution; where there is none, not all the vows that hav 
been uttered from the timq of the first pope to the present 
can make that relation other than prostitution. You must 
vlaim omnipotent power if you can enter the minds of those 
people and pronounce them unloving or, in your own 
words, public harlots, My dear sir, for the sake of human- 
ity, for the sake of your own manhood, for the sake of 
truth, take back that unmanly and, I might say, contempti- 
ble assertion. If you, sir, choose to take upon yourself 
vows for a lifetime that you: know not that you can liv up 
to, do not, for the sske of common decency, try to force 
others who think they ought not to or cannot to do the 
same. ‘You are free to do as you please, and I hope no one 
will interfere with that freedom. I am also as earnest that 
the Oneida Community shall hav the same freedom. 

Iam going to quote for you from an idealist of overa 
century 8go, and show you how the poet of the past reaches 
away beyond and above the present upon this very subject 
of love. He was a good Christian, too, and that I hope will 
giv his beautiful words more weight : 

* How oft. when pressed to marriage, hay I sald, 
Curse on all laws but those which love has made! 
Love, free as air, at sight of human ties, 
Spreads his light wings, and in a moment flies, 
Let wealth, let honor. wait the wedded dame, 
August her deed and sacred be her fame! 
Before true passion all those vows remove, 
Fame, wealth, and honor! what are you to love? 
The jealous god, when we profane his fires, 
Those restless passions in revenge inspires. 
And bids them make mistaken mortals groan. 
Who seek in love for aught but love alone. 
Should at my feet the world’s great master fall, 
Himself, his throne, his world, I'd scorn them all. 
Not Cæsar’s empress would I prove; 

No, make me mistress of the man I love, 

If there be yet another name more free, 

More fond than mistress. make me that to thee, 
Oh. happy state | when souls each other draw, 
When love is liberty, and nature law. 

All then ie full, possessing and possessed, 

No oraving void jolt aching in the breast, 


E'en thought meets thought ere trom the lipa it part, 
And each warm wish springs mutual from the heart.” 
L. E. HucciNSs. 
—————— 9 M9 ————— —— 


Those, Criticisms. 


"To raz EprroR or Tam Trura BEEKER, Sir: I shall 
never tire of studying the great book of human nature, Its 
revelations are more wonderful than those of any Bible the 
world.has ever known, In the chapter on genius and its 
practical application we find that all.men and women hav 
somewhat of it ; but few, however, hav the right kind, and 
enough of that to distinguish themselves as philosophers or 
benefactors of the race. Sometimes it manifests itself 
through the stomach, as in the gormand, and again through 
the muscles, as in the athlete; but generally through the 
brain, as in the musician, artist, ' philosopher, etc. 

We alao find that people should foll:w the bent of their 
genius, or that for which they are best adapted, if such a 
course would be consistent with usefulness and true man- 
hood. Some of the greatest evils in life arise from the fact 
that people hav a genius for doing that which they ought 
not to do, or that for which they are utterly unfitted. Thia,. 
I think, is the trouble with some, at least, who hav 
criticised the article, ‘‘ Does Death Ead All ?” as published 
in Toe TROTH SEEKER of March 27th. In my judgment, 
the world has too many critics, I think criticism as an art 
should, like medicine, be taught in schools and colleges, 
and then the quacks in criticism, the constitutional grum- 
blers, gossips, scandal mongers, and bigoted Liberals could 
be got rid of in a legitimate way as critics. As [ see it, only 
those who hav broad views of humanity and life, who are 
honest and true to all, and under all circumstances, who are 
free from bigotry and prejudice, who do not love popularity 
more than the truth, and whose sympathies do not run away 
with their reason, shou'd enter the field of criticism. The 
opinions of those who do not possess the above quali-. 
fications are worth no more than the opinions of those 
who are tied up to and forced in by the dogmas and creeds 

of superstition. 

To-day the world demands a higher standard of criticism 
than mere fault finding based on bigotry and conceit, 
Criticisms that do not harmonize with truth, that are not 
made in a spirit of charity and with some show of justice, 
&re not worth the name, and should not be given to the 
public, except as aù illustration of a certain phase of genius. . 

Now, of those who hav criticised ‘‘ Does Death End All ?” 
only one has done it fairly, and that.one I am glad, though 
ashamed to say, was a woman—Mrs. Elmina Drake 
Sienker. Her criticism plainly shows that she has self- 
respect as well as reapect for those who hav honest opinions 
diff: sring from-her. own, -Her points of difference, however, _ 
are evidently clearer to her mind than to my own. Once 
she misunderstands. Where 1 say, ‘‘ from sphere to sphere,” 
alluding to the evolution of intelligent beings and the 
destiny of the race. 1 did not mean planetary worlds, but 
conditions of usefu'ness, intelligence, and love. I believe 
thia earth is the abiding-place of both mortal and immortal, 
that death is but a thin veil or open door, through which we 
shall pass toa life equally as natural and more beautiful 
thau this. I. believe, however, that in the infinite and 
endless progression of the ages to come we shall be able to 
change our abiding-place to higber and more advanced 
worlds. I believe people of earth, now in spirit life, hay 
already visited distant planets, as we shall be able to do 
when we hav attained to the degree of intelligence and 
power they hav. Let us be careful how we fix the limit to 
progression. The world has already done too much of that. 
The world is centuries behind what it would hav been had 
priesthood and thechureh never been known, The glorious 
era of reason and progression rises as the night of supersti- 
tion recedes, giving to the race an inspiration pregnant 
with hope and happiness, such as & nonprogressive church 
never dared to dream of. 

. I think Mrs. Slenker makes a serious mistake when she 
places the misfortunes and accidents of life «qual to the 
blessings, in trying to controvert my statement that nature 
is a kind mother, that she does not mock us by following 
up her promises with failures and cruel deceptions. I till 
think her mills are grinding for a mighty purpose, and that 
the grist she grinds will be pepetuated. If we harmonize 
with nature's laws we shall find she is kind and loving. It 
is not just to charge her with treacliery by attributingto her 
all the ills and misfortunes of life. Nearly all the misfor- 
tunes may be attributed to violations of nature’s laws. To 
wrong parental conditions especially may we look for the 
cause of the sadder phases of human life, Humanity is 
terribly diseased ; so much so that its power of resistance 
in times of pestilence i is inadequate to the task of resisting 
and throwing off disease. People who are absolutely 
healthy, as all should be, may defy all diseases, both con- 
tagious and otherwise, provided they continue to harmonize 
with every law of their being, not only physical but mental 
and spiritual. Cripples are cripples because laws hav been 
violated. When I say a law has been violated I mean that 
the wrong law has been harmonized with. There are 
always two laws, the wrong and the right, and generally we 
can take our choice. If nature is treacherous, [ can not seé 
it. With such a stupendous. machine it would not be sur- 
prising if now and then there was a little hitch, such asa 
whirlwind, a stroke of lightning, an avalanche, or an earth- 
quake, . Buch things do occur many times, accompanied 
with loss of life and property, but we should be thanktul 
that they are the exception. 'The wonder to me is that 
things run as smoothly as they do, Let us remember that 
the burnt child dreads the fire. We learn by experience 
that obstacles are friends in disguise. 

The difference between Mrs. Slenker and myself is, as I 
gee it, she looks at the dark side; I, at the silver lining. I 
do not see how it could Very well be otherwise, for she 
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draws her inspiration from materialism, I from Spiritualism. 
. I sincerely thank Mrs, Slenker for her very fair criticism. 

Mr. Audley does me the irjustice at the outset—and re- 
peats it again and again—cf attributing to me, by the use of 
quotation marke, a sentence which I did not and would not 
use I did not say, ** Mesmeriem is the keynote or keystone 
to Spiritualism.” The words note and stone are his own 
children, born with ‘a purpose ; and if all his Offspring are 
such contemptible frauds, Y dare not think of what the 
father is capable. He says I threw down the gauntlet in 

.gallant style. Indeed, I was not aware that in trying to 
prove that man is immortal I was fluttering a red rag in the 
breeze. I can not possibly see any reason why Mr. Audley 
or anybody else should be offended at the idea of a future 
life, or at proof of it. I thought I was exercising an inalien- 
able right, but if I was infringing on other people's rights, 
I certainly will make the amende honorable as soon as I can be 
made to see it. Perhaps I am not so combative as Mr. 
Audley imagines. When certain animals bellow and paw 
-the ground, I am very careful to keep at a safe distance, 

Mr. Audley tells us he practiced mesmerism a number of 
years, and then discovered it was either a delusion or insan- 
ity. Now, to my mind, such testimony is absolutely worth- 
less. So far as he was concerned it probably was a delusion. 
I could even believe it was insanity. When he pronounces 
himself a fraud, when he tells us he practiced it for years 
without knowing it to be a delusion or insanity, and makes 
such unheard-of and ridiculous statements concerning this 
almost universally accepted law, we must conclude, so far 
as we.&re concerned at least, Mr. Audley is not good au- 
thority on mesmerism, 

Mr. Purdy is conscientiously opposed to my displaying so 
much ignorance on the subject of physiology, and fails abso- 
lutely to point out a single statement that does not harmon- 
ize with physiology. He is resolved that the world shall 
know that “‘ gray matter” of the brain accounts for all the 
attributes of the soul. 

He tells us comparative anatomy teaches that intelligence 
is manifested just in proportion to the quantity and quality 
of the brain, which nobody will dispute ; and that & pre- 
ponderance of gray matter physiologically and. materialis- 
tically accounts for all those mysterious attributes and man- 
ifestations which to us prove that we are spiritual beings 
dwelling in houses of flash. 

This does not change nor affect my argument that the 
brain is the instrument of the mind. I might hav said 
** gray matter,” but I chose to speak of the brain as a whole. 
It would not hav made the slightest difference. Mr. Purdy 
should certainly hav given the last analysis of gray matter, 
and shown how gray matter generates ideas and soul ele- 

- ments ; and while he was about it he might hav explained 
how magnetism and electricity are generated. He undoubt- 
edly intended to say that the soul is generated from the 
brain, in fragments, little by little, as we hav use for it, 
just as magnetism and electricity are generated from mag- 
nets, zinc, ete. He states thst the system of nerves, with 
their uses, is what I call spirituality ; that the nerves carry 
the sensations or impressions to the brain, and there they 
are converted into ideas or knowledge. So simple and plain! 
The wonder is we had not thought of it before! I stated 
that spirituality was independent of sensation, therefore the 
nerves can hav nothing to do with this mysterious gift. 
Now, if Mr. Purdy will carefully explain how impressions 
are converted into ideas or knowledge he will giv the world 
the grandest revelation it has ever received. But right here 
is where he has utterly failed, and where materialism has 
and always will fail, Ifthe world ever receives this won- 
derful revelation, so that man can comprehend this great 
mystery, it will be by and through the glorious gift of Spir- 
itualism, But not yet has Spiritualism accomplished this 
mighty task. Can it be true that Mr. Purdy understands 
this thing ? that to him man is no mystery ? If so, then let 
us bow down and worship him, for he speaks as never man 
apoke before. 

He says, *' A specimen of brain from the head of an Aus- 

` trailan savage, placed under a microscope alongside a speci- 
men from the head of Daniel Webster and Wendell Phillips, 
we could detect no difference.” 

If this is true his theory that a preponderance of gray 
matter accounts for intelligence and spiritual attributes does 
not account for the difference in intelligence of those 
parties, Mr. Webster’s and Mr. Phillips's superior intelll- 
. gence must be accounted for on some other basis. It is not 
wise to €laborate a fine argument, in theory, and then make 
ihe next sentence refute or destroy it. Mr. Purdy's illus- 
tration certainly does not sustain his theory. 

lam somewhat skeptical about the statement that Mr. 
Purdy has ever examined a specimen of the brain of either 
of ihose distinguished gentlemen, Mr. Phillips, I under- 
stand, yet dwells in the flesh. If true, then I will giv Mr. 
Phillips the credit of being the most accommodating gentle- 
man I ever heard of. 

In regard to evolution Mr. Purdy also thinks I am unjust. 
He makes evolution do infinitely more than I or anybody 
else ever dared claim. He says animals also possess the 
capacity for unlimited growth, intellectual and spiritual. 
I will quote from his criticism the most extraordinary sen- 
tence it has ever been my privilege to read: “And the 
capacity for the growth of intelligence in animals I consider 
just as unlimited as in man, but they will never advance to 
such an extent as to make man unnecessary, for the very 
reason that man will never stop long enough to allow the 
animals to catch up. Evolution don’t do things in that 
way. All thinga move together, and man and the animal 
kingdom will always hold the same relative position they 

` now do.” 

I hav often heard the expression, **Go the whole hog or 
none," but this is a little the finest application of it I ever 
knew, Of course the hog is included. It may be Mr. 
Purdy is right, If so, thea I am wropg. When I am con- 


vinced of it I shall hav more respect for hogs “and sich” 
than ever. I presume this is the evolution of materialism. 
It is altogether too strong for Spiritualism. Try again, Mr. 
Purdy. 

Mr. Herbold’s last effusion is not worthy of notice. It 
was neither criticism nor argument. 

I will say to materialiste, if coarse ridicule and unmanly 
sneers are all the arguments they hav left, then their cause 
is not worth championing. I cannot descend with Mr. Her- 
bold to the level of his last article; and until he adoptsa 
higher standard he must not expect me to follow him. I 
will simply say to him, Come up higher. Materialists, and 
especially my critics, should remember that though all the 
world should protest against Spiritualism and immortality, 
and should ridicule the idea with every breath, it would not 
make the slightest difference. ‘Evolution don’t do things 
in that way.” Facts are stubborn things, and the sooner 
we accept them as such, the better it will be for all cou- 
cerned, E. A. CHAPMAN. 

Lowell, Mich., May 5, 1880. 

A ———— M 9——  ——— 


"Humanity's Outlook. 


` To raz EDITOR or THE Troura SEEEKER, Sir: I feel like 
complimenting you for the spirit of fairness with which you 
conduct your valuable paper. I hav been purchaser, sub- 
scriber, and extensive reader of most of the progressive jour- 
nals from long before the persecuted and venerated Abner 
Kneeland established his Boston Investigator down to the 
present period. So you will admit I ought to be able to 
note their prevailing crotchets as instructors and directors 
of public thought in the line of Liberalism. In short, I hav 
found among them all a general effort to be fair to their 
dissenting correspondents, which is very pléssant to behold. 
But permit me to remark, without flattery, that, as a 
deluded Spiritualist, I like Tam Trota SEEKER—An avowed 
hardpan, Materialistic, Infidel sheet—better than any 
exclusively Spiritual paper now being published. LI like it 
because its leading editorials are fair and free from scur- 
rility or dogmatic, pseudo-scientific, unmeaning cant. To 
Spiritualists and “eternal sleepers’ you giv an equal 
hearing. We, your contributors, aré like playful children 
aiming to climb the ‘‘tree of liberty." The higher the eleva- 
tion, the better the spectators can observe and judge of the 
delicacy and vigor of our farms. This augmentative spar- 
ring is the more enjoyable, as between Materialism and 
Spiritualism we hav extinguished the flames of an orthodox 
hell. 

As an old Liberal (well verging on four-score), I cannot 
refrain, but from my point of sight, reflecting soberly.on 
the future earthly outlook of humanity. In fact, l hav so 
accustomed myself to this species of reflection, that from 
taking a somber and discouraging glance at the refined 
barbarities of what is called civilized life—the doctrine of 
atonement on the one hand, and the hopelessness of cold 
Materialism on the other—the subject, to me, has be- 
come & source of amusement and pleasure. When I say 
pleasure, do not for a moment suppose I hav become heart- 
less or insensible to the daily and hourly miseries of man- 
kind, or, like Nero, feel like capering or fiddling while 
Rome is in flames. Far from it. But viewed from a 
rational standpoint, and strengthened by the demonstrating 
proofs of Spiritualism, I cannot but see that the great body 
of religionists and believers in natural depravity, a burning 
hell, in the fall of man, and the necessity of atonement and 
religious faiths in all their fantastic phases, are just as 
reasonable as that of the ultra-skeptic who rejects all faiths, 
all testimony, and tries to find happiness in the idea of 
annihilation or blank oblivion, I absolutely feel apolsgeti. 
cal for those saints who ‘‘ suffer ” in purple and white linen 
for the cause of Christ. I cannot but observe, in viewing 
the past and the present contentious condition of the organic 
and inorganic elements of nature, that there always has 
been enough ever-present misery in the world to excuse our 
progenitors from cunningly originating the astounding 
fiction of man’s fallen condition from au state of blessedness, 
of an offended and enraged God, and the necessity of atone- 
ment. On all this immoral scheme, predicated upon man’s 
ignorance of himself, hang all the “law and the profits" 
and the long catalogue of saints and holy aristocratic rey- 
erends. Now, irrational as is this fiction, and profitably as 
the priesthood manipulate it, still it satisfies in man a spon- 
taneous longing hope for a continued existence after death. 

I look around and behold nature in her elementary state, 
from the minutest condition of atomic life up to reasoning 
(so-called), godlike man, now, as she ever has been, antag- 
onistic, tumultuous, and sometimes desolating. Winter’s 
frosts and summer’s scorching heat continue the same. 
Tempests beat and rage -as pitilessly as ever. The billows 
of the turbulent ocean swell and toss the bewildered navi- 
gator as unfeelingly as ever. 

We talk of refinement, progress, and civilization in tha 
human family, Here I behold godlike Christian man as 
warlike and cruel as of yore, who butchera his fellow-man 
as mercilessly and on as hollow pretenses. 

On closer observation I see that the priesthood hav ele- 
vated the false and pernicious doctrine of atonement to the 
exactitude of & cultured, classic science. 

J observe in no condition of life immunity against sick- 
ness, pain, and casual misery; misery in its vast variety of 
agonizing forms; miseries arising from birth, accident, 
parentage, and untoward, uncontrolable circumstances. 1 
Jisten to much intelligent talk about the happiness of living 
in harmony with the laws of our being. But the question 
will naturally arise, How many thousands of generations 
must pass away under this unavoidable endurance of misery 
ere the great mass of mankind will become philosophers 
enough to get the mastery and bring into subjection these 
contentious elements and make this tempestuous earth a 
grand Utopia? or will man ever? 


I continue my thinking, and observe that a universal 
principle of antagonism is running tbroughout all the 
activities of nature, both mind and matter, and without ita 
restless and disturbing action there could be noadvance; 20 
progression onward toa higher plane of development; no 
unfoldment of new beauties, new wonders, new comforts; 
higher aspirations to cherish our existence, or hope for a 
better; but also, alas, new and keener sources of grief, 
misery, and suffering, calling loudly upon our sympathies 
for our suffering fellow-man. 

From this apparent confusion throughout all nature, the 
“everlasting sleeper,” he who livs only in the sensuous 
plane of existence, received no hint of design, of ulterior 
purpose; but when any of these overwhelming, unavoida- 
ble miseries force themselves unbearably upon him indi- 
vidually, his only avenue of retreat lies in the desperation 
of self-destruction. And who can blame him for coming to 
such a resolve from his befogged and limited standpoint of 
thought? 

Equally with the annihilationist, the Spiritualist observes | 
throughout ali nature this universal antagonism, at times - 
totally distressing aud sppelling, which, without the sus- 
taining influence of hope of a happier future after death, he 
could well conceive human existence from the cradle to the 
grave—to many—a welldevised demoniac hell. But pos- 
sessed with a fair share of the element of ever-present hope, 
and strengthened by the positive personal evidences of 
spirit-assurances, no matter how, he learns to estimate this 
aro world as a vast academy or laboratory for the 

rmation of our individuality; our selfhood; the impor- 
tant, imperishable me. 

The schooling of experience is essential. Hence the 
question is readily answered. What kind of an arithme- 


tician could a person be expected to be who merely carried | 


around on his pergon a never-opened copy of Dilworth, or 
nightly slept with a volume of Euclid under his pillow? 

To the advanced spiritual thinker, he sees his existence 
is a part of a vast incomprehensible system of creation, at 
least to finite man. It therefore becomes a duty to himself, 
like a pupil in nature’s boundless university, to await 
patiently the honest and well-deserved diploma of experi- 
ence, and patiently graduate through the portals of death. 

Brooklyn, L. I. DaviD BRUCE. 


Mistakes Corrected. 

Editor. Utica Daily Observer, Sir: In your article of the 
20th on “Reformers, and Their Mistakes," you recounted 
at length the hiatory of the National Liberal League. Now 
historians are usually careful not to get different events 
mixed—not'to hav theright events come off in the wrong 
time—not to write down upon the historic page heroes who 
never appeared upon the actual scene—not to end the 
historic narrative before it gets through, Please permit an 
'* observer " who was on the spot to giv a little coherence to 
the story. 

1. Last year’s meeting was not held at Syracuse, but at 
Cincinnati. The annual meeting of 1878 was beld at Syra- 
cuse, but the ‘bone of contention” was not D. M. Ben- 
nett’s arrest and conviction, because at that time he had 
neither been arrested or convicted for mailing '* Cupid's 
Yokes.” That did not take place till after the Syracuse 
meeting. The contention was over the Comstock laws, and 
the arrest and imprisonment of E, H. Heywood of Massa- 
chusetts, the author of the pamphlet. 

2. Of course, then, it forces to the grouud that ‘‘they 

showed by the man’s own mouth that he (Bennett) was a 
disreputable adventurer.” 
' 8. Elizur Wright was not at the Syracuse Convention, 
and had nothing to do with ''leading the majority of the 
leaguers,” and did not ''insist upon acomplete indorsement 
of Bennett and his book." Mr. Wright was a prominent 
stockholder in the Jndea Association, and a personal friend 
of its editor, Mr. Abbot. To conciliate Mr. Abbot, the 
League refrained from any expression, officially or by reso- 
lution, on the Comstock laws, and elected his friend 
Wright President of the League. Abbot however would 
not be conciliated. He belted because he was not re- 
elected, and for no other reason, carrying his friends with 
him. 

4. The meeting at Syracuse was held in October, 1878, 
and *' the League lasted " not oniy ‘‘ until September,” but 
is alive and flourishing to-day, and the public will hear of 
it again this year through its Fourth Annual Congress, 
which will meetin September. Sixty-two local Leagues 
sent delegates to the Second Annual Congress at Syracuse. 
Of these local Leagues Abbot's bolt drew off eight, but 
never increased this number. 

The old League, however, under the presidency of 
Elizur Wright, went on increasiug, more than doubling 
its constituency the following year, as 121 focal Leagues 
sent delegates to Cincinnati in September 1879, 

This year the League has already nearly doubled again, 
and its friends confidently expect to meet delegates from 
250 locals at its next Congress. 

5. The platform is precisely the same to-day as that 
adopted at the organization in Philadelphia in 1876. Nota 
plank has been added, nor a principle taken out. 

6. Aud finally, the League never assumed the title of the 
‘National L'beral Party," and never “elected as Presi- 
dent the Gen. Morton who was the other day arrested for 
forgery at St. Louis.” The Hon. Elizur Wright is still 
President, and will continue to be as long as he will permit 
himself to be a candidate for re-election. 

TuxnoN C. LELAND, 

New York, May 26 1880. Third N. Y. Liberal League. 
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W. F. Jammaon is delivering a course of five lectures in 
Saline, Mich., May 26th, 27th, 28th, 29:h, aud 30th. Ad- 


dress him in reference to lectures and debates at 172 aad 
174 Clark street, Chicago, I, 
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Judaism. 


[Taken from the article on Judaism in Volume II. of 
™ Tae Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times,” 
which we wrote in prison, and which is now rapidly being 
put in type, and in a few weeks will be ready for our 
readers, By these extracts some idea of the entire work 
may be formed.] 


In point of chronology this system of religion should 
hav preceded the last two treated, but the chronological 
order has not been strictly followed, and as it seemed de- 
sirable to hav the Jewish system and the two other systems 
which hav grown out of it, or are founded upon it, stand in 
contiguity, this order was decided upon. 

The religion of the Jews, like very many of the religions 
which preceded it, and which hav been treated in the fore- 
going pages, claims to hav been founded by Deity himself, 
that its origin is strictly divine or supernatural, and that it 
was nof, the production of man. As almost every family in 
the land has the Jewish scriptures in its possession, and is 
more or less familiar with its ancient story of the rise and 
career of the Jewish people and religion, of God’s remark- 
able dealings with them, and as those scriptures are the 
only record or authority we hav to depend upon for infor- 
mation upon the subject, it is not necessary here to dwell 
minutely upon the details of the legendary story. So, after 
the genera! points are stated, ihe remarks that follow will 
be more of the nature of a criticism than otherwise. 

According to the Jewish account referred to it appears 
that about 1920 B. c , or 3,800 years ago, from the present 
year, 1880, of the Christian era, God, whom we will assume 
was Jahveh, or Jehovah—though he was not known by that 
name till several hundred years afterward—appeared unto 
Abram, the son of Terah, a resident of Haran in Chaldea 
and commanded him to get out of that country into one he 
would show bim, where he would make him a great nation, 
where he would bless him and make his name widely 
known, etc. So Abram, being then seventy-five years old, 
took his wife Sarai and his nephew Lot, with what property 
they had accumulated, and journeyed to the land of Canaan. 
Here Jahveh sppeared to him again and promised to giv the 
land to his seed, whereupon Abram built an altar to Jahveh 
and pitched his tent on the east of Bethel. But there being 
& grievous famine in tne land which Jahveh made a present 
of to Abram, the Jatter, finding the present not worth the 
possessing, there being little or nothing there for him to eat, 
was glad to take a journey into Egypt, where Jahveh was 
unknown, and where estables were in abundance. Here, 
however, Abram resorted to the pitiful subterfuge of passing 
his wife Sarai off for his sister lest he should be killed if it 
‘was known she was his wife instead of sister. As Sirai was 
at that time sixty-five years of age the falsehood would 
hardly seem necessary ; but we are nevertheless led to infer 
that Pharaoh cohabited with the somewhat antiquated 
Sarai, by which he became cursed with a certain plague 
which is not definitely described, but. may be conjectured, 
whereupon the king upbraided Abram for his deception and 
gent him away. Abram, however, made well by the duplic 
ity and falsehood he had practiced, for he left very rich in 
cattle, silver, and gold. The account says he went from 


Egypt ''into the south, even unto Bethel,” where he built | 


an altar; but how he could reach the land of Canaan from 
Egypt by going south is indeed marvelous, inasmuch ss it 
lies in & northeast direction from Egypt. : 

, It8eems Jahveh appeared unto Abram on several different 
Occasions and renewed the promises and covenant he had 
previously made, pledging that though Sarai was far ad 
vanced in life she should hav a son who would become the 
father of a great people. He changed the name of Abram 
to Abraham, and Sarai to Sarah. He promised that the seed 
of Abraham should be like the stars of heaven, the dust of 
the esrth, and the sands of the ses-shore for multitude, and 
that they should possess the land of Canaan for an everlast- 
ing possession, even forever, and that they should possess 
all the coun&ry between the river of Egypt (the Nile) and 
the great river of Euphrates. As Sarah bore Abraham no 
child she gave him Aer bondwoman Hager, who conceived 
by him, but before the eblld was born Sarah was so op- 
pressive upon her that she was fain to run away. Jahveh, 
however, told her as she was only a servant she had better 
return and humble herself to Sarah, and thjs she did. But 
she did not hav a pleasant time with her jealous mistress. 
After the child Ishmael was born and pretty well grown, 
Sarah became so jealous and vindictive toward the bond- 
‘woman that she induced Abraham to drive her out into the 
wilderness, where she inevitably would hav perished had 
not Jahveh interfered and provided for the mother and 


child, 


EL GET ne ee ec —— 


Several years after this Abraham removed to the land of 
Gerar, ruled over by King Abimelech, where Abraham re- 
peated the duplicity he had practiced in Egypt about Sarah 
being his sister, although she had then come to be nearly 
ninety years of age, She must hav been attractive, never- 
theless, for the king was tempted to take her as wife, and 
would hav done so had not Jahveh timely interfered. But 
for the will the king had to do so Abraham was presented 
by Abimelech with numerous sheep, oxen, men-servants, 
and women-servants. In this way the ''Father of the 
Faithful" seemed to make the attractions of his aged wife 
very profitable to himself, thus adding largely to his wealth. 

When Sarah was ninety years of age and Abraham a hun- 
dred, Isaac, the child of promise, was born; some time 
after which Abraham moved into the land of the Philistinee. 
When Issae was twenty-five years of age Jahveh com. 
manded Abraham to get himeelf and the young man to the 
Jand of Moriah and then offer his son, through whom so 
much was to be accomplished, as a burnt-offering to God. 
This command from Jahveh was either prompted by the 
thought that the odor of Isaac’s burning body would smell 
agreeably to his olfactories, or because he wished to ascer- 
tain how Abraham would conduct himself under the cir- 
cumstances, and to test his obedience. We are told it was 
the latter, but this view so dwarfs the omniscience of an 
all-wise, all-knowing God that the first supposition would 
seem the more Creditable to him. Abraham, seeming to 
deem it all right that he should thus slay his own son, and 
the young man offering no objection, they performed the 
journey to the place of sacrifice. 


The falseners of Abraham’s nature was conspicuous here, 
When he was about setting out for Mount Moriah, and 
when he had no expectation that Isaac would return with 
him, his servants inquired where they were going. Here- 
plied they were goivg to make a sacrifice to God, when 
they would soon return. And also when Isaac ir quired 
relative to the victim for sacrifice he misled his own son. 

Abraham, on arriving at the place of sacrifice, built an 
altar, gathered the necessary fuel for the purpose, bound 
his son upon the al'ar, stretched forth his right hand, holc- 
ing the knife, to giv the deadly blow to his son. At this 
juncture Jahveh fortunately interfered and prevented the 
unnatural murder, and provided a ram as a substitute, 


At the age of one hundred and twenty-seven years Sarah 

departed this life, after which Abrabam felt somewhat 
lonely, and when a little over one hundred and forty years 
of age, he took Keturah to his bosom, who bore him six 
sons, thus showing his ability, when one hundred and forty 
years of age, to do by himself six times as much as he had 
been able to accomplish with God's help at one hundred 
years of age. But as Abraham was the '' Friend ot God,” 
he might hav received some assistance in his later exploits, 
He died at the age of one hundred and seventy-five 
years. . 
When forty years old Isaac was married to his kins 
woman Rebekah; but she was barren for an indefinite period, 
until Isaac entreated Jahveh to change the state of things. 
After this Rebekah conceived, and bore a pair of twins, 
E:au and Jacob. But the latter seemed to be the favorite 
both with Jahveh and the mother, and by a dishonest device 
perpetrated between the mother and son, the first-born— 
E:au—was cheated out of the blessing which justly belonged 
to him, and Jacob was the recipient of it. Isaac did not 
greatly distinguish himself, except by telling the people of 
the plain the same kind of falsehood about his wife being 
his sister which his father had twice to'd before him. It 
seemed easy for both father and son to dissimulate, and 
Jahveh was notat all displeased thereat. He renewed to 
Isaac the Covenant he had made with Abraham about the 
immense number of his progeny and their inheritance of the 
land of Canaan. ] 

When Jacob arrived at the age of about thirty-eight years 
he and his mother became fearful of injury that might be 
irflicted upon him from the hands of Esau, who was much 
exasperated in consequence of the great injustice that had 
been done him in the matter of the paternal blessing which 
he failed to receive. ' The mother directed her favorite son 
to go to her brother Lsban, in Haran, in Padan-aram, and 
tbe now aged Isaac als0 enjoined him in the same direction, 
and directed the son to take a wife of his own kindred, and 
not of the daughters of Canaan. Jacob was a prudent man, 
and at once acted upon parental advice. On his route, and 
while asleep at night, he dreamed of seeing a ladder reach 
from the earth up into heaven, with the angels ascending 
and descending upon it. Jahveh stood at the head of the 
ladder and renewed to Jacob the brilliant promise he had 
before made to Abraham and Isaac, that his seed should be ag 
the dust of the earth for multitude and spreading to the four 
quarters of the earth, Jacob arrived safely at his uncle 
Laban's house, who had two daughters, Leah and Rachel, 
He seemed to fall in love with his youngest cousin, Rachel, 
at once, for she was fair to look upon, while Leah was 
somewhat blear-eyed and unattractive. He proposed to his 
uncle to work for him seven years for Rachel, and the prop- 
osition was accepted ; but at the end of that time his uncle 
played as sharp a.trick upen him as Jacob had formerly 
played upon his brother Esau. Leah was palmed off upon 
him in place of Rachel, whom he contracted for. It would 
seem that Jacob was not as eharp in this transaction as in 
most other iastances, for he did not discover the cheat that 
had been perpetrated upon him till the next morning. This 
wa8, perhaps, owing to the wine which Jacob had imbibed 
before he retired, for Laban gav a feast on the occasion, 
and it is presumable that Jaboo got pretty mellow. In the 


-morning he complained bitterly to Laban, who took the 


position that in that country the youngest daughter must 
not be given in marriage before the first-born. The matter 
was easily compromised, however, by Laban’s promise that 
after a week Rachel should be given him also, and for 


whom he should serve still another seven years. 


corn to sustain life. 


After this 


second term Jacob served still six years more, and operated 
in the stocks pretty extensively; and by virtue of a bargain 
he made with his father-in-law—by peeling rods, ringed, 
streaked, and speckled, and setting them up where the Cat- 
tle went for water—with the Lord's aid he became possessor 


of the larger and better share of Laban’s ‘herds. 


Between Javob’s two wives and their two handmaids he 


became the father of twelve sone; but the details pertaining 
to it all need not be entered into. 
prospered him greatly. At the expiration of twenty years 
Jacob thought it was time for him to return to the land of 
his father, and Jahveh was of the same opinion, so while 
Laban and his sona were away at sheep-zhearing, Jacob, his 
wives, and children packed up and left rather stealthily, 
with his cattle and all his possessions, without saying a 
word to Laban about it. 
aggrieved at this, especially as his gods had been taken. 
He accordingly, with his brethren, pursued Jacob seven 
days, and overtook him at Mount Gilead. He undoubtedly 
would hav done serious injury to his son-in-law had not 
God prevented it by a timely notification to Laban that he 
had better do Jacob no harm. Laban, however, wanted his 
gods, and he locked through Jaceb’s tents for them ; but 
Rachel hid them, and sat upon them, telling her father a 


Jahveh was with him and 


The uncle very naturally felt 


falsehood, whereby she retained the stolen gods. 
Jacob had great fears as to bow his brother Esau would 


receive him, in consequence of the wrongs done him twenty 
‘years before, and to insure his good will he sent him a valu- 


able present of cattle, sheep, etc. Esau, however, proved a 
generous brotner, and bore himself more magnanimously 
tban Jacob had good reason to expect. It was at this point 


that Jacob held his remarkable wrestling-match with God, 


or one of his angels, for the better part of a night, and in 
which the contest seemed very equal between the two 
athletes until God seems to hav taken an unfair advantage 
of Jacob and put his hip out of joint, after which, of 
course, his wrestling abilities were greatly lessened, and he 
was compelled to ''throw up the sponge." 

The sons of Jacob were not entirely loving to each other. 
They hated Joseph because of their father’s partiality to 
him, and stil! more because his dreams did not suit them. 
One fine day they sought to kill him, but finally sold him 
into slavery to a company of Ishmaelites and Midianites for 
twenty pieces of silver, and they took him into Egypt, 
whither they were journeying, where they sold him to 
Potiphar, a captain of Pharaoh’s guard. The eleven sons 
caused the father to believe that Joseph had been killed by 
a wild beast, and the old man grieved sorely. The selling 
of Joseph and his being taken into Egypt proved to bea 
very fortunate circumstance, for the youvg man was 
advanced wonderfully in the land of the pyramids ; being 
able to interpret Pharaoh’s dreama he was greatly promoted, 
and from a slave became the second in command in the 
kingdom. The dreams pointed out that there were to be 


seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine. 


This information being acted upon, Joseph gathered up the 


prolific crops of the seven plenteous years and safely stored 


the same, so that it was impossible to compute the amount. 


This was fortunate, indeed, not only for Egypt but all the 


other nations, for during the seven succeeding years of 
famine all people were obliged to go to Egypt to procure 
Jacob, also, had to send his ten sona 
into Egypt to buy corn. They were obliged to buy It of 
Joseph, whom twenty years before they had sold into 
slavery. They knew him not, but he recognized them. He 
spoke harshly unto them and imprisoned them three days as 
spies. Heaffected not to believe their story, and demanded 
that one should be bound and retained as a hostage while 
they returned home with the corn and brought back with 
them their youngest brother, Benjamin, who remained with 
his father. Simeon was accordingly retained. When the 
corn was eaten up Jacob said unto the sons that they must 
go for more; but they would not unless he would send the 
lad Benjamin with them. He did this with great reluctance. 
Joseph took his brethren to his own house, gave them a 
dinner, made himself known to them, and wept upon their 
necks. He sent for his father to remove into Egypt with 
all his children, his children's children, with all they pos- 
sessed. This was complied with, and thus the children of 
Israel became dwellers in the land of Ezypt, Goshen being 


given them for a residence, f 
[TO BE OONTINUED,] 


Is It Correct or Ineorrect? 
Boston, Mass , May 81, 1880. 

Mn BENNETT, Dear Sir: Will you do me the favor of 
correcting in your next TRUTH SEEKER One of several errora 
I noticed in your **Persoual";of Mav 15, 1880. You say in 
article 6 that on September 21, 1879, Underwood and Ellis 
met in my house in Greenwood to read those letters, &c., 
which is not true, as I spent the entire day in Boston, 
Neither is the following quotation from the same article 
true: That the above statement “is based on information 
direct from Savage.”’ Very truly yours, 

THRO. L. SAVAGE. 

[RzPLY.—We readily giv place to the above, though we 
think Mr. Savage asks for the correction of an error which 
was not made. We did not say Savage spent the day with 
Underwood and Ellis, nor did we say that Savage did not 
pass that day in Boston. In fact, we were aware that he 
was in Boston when the other two had not yet arrived, for 
that was the day on the: evening of which George Jacob 
Holyoake delivered & lecture in Parker Memorial Hall. 
Savage was on hand in time, but was somewhat nervous 
lest Ellis and Underwood had missed the train and would 
failto arrive. His anxiety, however, was timely ended, for 
the two men named entered the hall together, 

As for the “information direct from Savage,” upon which 
the statement was based, we hav only this to say: The 
information was conveyed to us by as truthful a man as 
resides in Massachusetts, whom we believe to be incapable 


of falsehood, and he obtained it from Mr. Savage. We con- 
sider that tolerably '' direct." The name of the party can 
be given if necessary. He wil hardly object to his name 
being used if needful. 

All that remains to be said in the matter of those private 
letters is that all that was required was that they remained 
in the privacy for which they were intended. They had 
injured nobody, and were not at all dangerous. It is hard 
to decide which were the most mean and contemptible—the 
woman without principle or Character, who made merchan- 
dise of them, or the men without principle or character 
who equally co-operated with her and who bought them, 
and, in a distorted and exaggerated form, spread them 
‘before the world.—Ep. T. 8.] 

—— 


Letter from a Western Friend. 
WOLCOTTYILLE, IND., May 27, 1880. 

Mr. D. M. BENNETT, My Dear sir: I am giad that you 
are out of the Christian bastile and once more at the head 
of TRE Trutu SEEKER. I am truly sorry that you ever 
had anything to do with ‘‘ Cupid’s Yokes,” the teachings 
and doctrines of which I abhor. Sociology and the ques- 
tions relating to the marriage obligation should be fairly 
discussed; but to substitute Freelove, or the promiscuous in- 
termingling of the sexes, for monogamic marriage is, in my 
judgment, baneful, and destructive to the best interests of 
society—relegating us to communal savagery and barbarism. 
I regret very much that the fight for Freethought, free 
speech, and free maila could not have been made on some 
scientific or anti-theological publication in lieu of the one in 
question. Instead of aividing our ranks, a fight on such 
tenable grounds would have cemented the Liberals of this 
country, of all shades of opinion, into one indissoluble 
brothernood, and in the struggle our escutcheons would hav 
been kept pure and Clean, except from the taint of blood 
drawn trom our pharisaical persecutore. But I suppose it is 
useless to kick against the pricks. lt may all be for the 
best. It may all be for the worst. Let us hope that it will 
not be the latter. However pure THE TRUTH SEEKER may 
have been in the past, Mr. Bennett, as one who desires the 
success of your paper and the cause it advocates, let me 
urge you to guard its morals well. Be radical as you will, 
immoral, never! Gro. F. RockwELL, M. D. 


Rupty.—We join in hearty accord with what friend 
Rockwell urges.as to the morality of Tug TRUTH SEEEKER. 
There can be no person in the country who feels a greater 
interest in its columns being kept free from wrongs of 
all kind than ourselves. We do not intend to advocate 
any species of immorality, and if we hav ever done so in 
these Columns we certainly are unaware of it. It is our 
purpose to fearlessly uphold truth and true morality and 
oppose falsehood snd immorality. If we fail in doing this 
it will be an error of judgment rather than a defect of the 
hegrt. 

-But in connection with this subject three questions arise: 
What is morality? What does it consist in? Is it any part 
of the system of the Christian religion ? May not a man 
be truly moral and oppose every dogma in the Christian 
faith? To answer all these queries in full would require 
far more room than we propose to occupy at present. We 
will content ourselves by saying we find there is a great 
diversity of opinion, even among Liberals, as to what con- 
stitutes true morality—a difference a8 great as exists as to 
the character of " Cupid’s Yokes,” Friend Rockwell says 
he abhors its doctrines. We believe him strictly honest in 
his position. But on the other hand we know many pec- 
ple for whom we entertain great respect, 9nd whom we 
believe to be as pure and moral as & great majority of man- 
kind, who think highly of the little pamphlet and consider 
its propositions unanswerable. . When there are such a 
diversity of opinions, even in the Liberal ranks,it shows how 
needful it is for us to cultivate charity and forbearance. 

As for Ourselves, we occupy a medium sort of ground. 
Mr. Hey wood’s pamphlet does not strike us as particularly 
abhorrent, nor are we strongly in favor of its positions and 
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ceremony. Many of them would deem it far more wicked 
to destroy the recognized dogmas of Ohristianity than to 
indulge in polygamy or even promiscuity. No man, 


radical or conservative, whether Infidel or Christian, | 


can be permitted to set up a standard of morals or a 
system of faith for all others to come to, nolens volens. 
There must be interminable differences of ‘opinion upon 
a)l conceivable subjects, and he is the true Liberal who con- 
cedes to all the same liberty of opinion he claims for 
himself. We deem it perfectly right to enjoy for ourselves 
the liberty of our own convictions, and we should feel the 
same tolerance toward others though they cannot accept all 
our views. Assuredly, we should all make the effort to be 
tolerant to those who cannot see through the same lenses 
we do. Some are near-sighted, some are far-sighted ; but 
let us not be intolerant toward those who hav not the same 
kind of eyes ag our own. 

The current system of marriage and the belief in the 
sacredness of the ceremony pronounced by a priest—by 
virtue. of which it is believed thats man and woman are 
indissolubly joined in one—is a part of the theological sys- 
tem under which we are living, as really as is faith in the 
Trinity, the infallibility of the Bible, and the eternal tor- 
tures of hellfire. One man may honestly be an unbeliever 
in a part of this theological institution, while another man 
may conscientiously repudiate the whole of it. A man can 
as easily be orthodox and bigoted in one part of tbe system 
as in another. It is the better way for us all to believe 
what seems right and best to us, and to hold ourseives open 
to conviction and further light, and to not condemn and 
send to hell those who cannot believe as we do. 

For ourselves, we regard monogamy as the best and most 
happy system of the sexual relation yet practiced by the 
human race. We regard it a8 the most preservative of the 
home, which is the basis of civilization and good society. 
The union of one man to one woman is far better than the 
union of one man to ten women, or that of ten men to one 
woman. But still the world is not as happy, sexually, aa it 
ought to be, There is a great amount of wretchedness ex- 
isting under the Christian, orthodox, moral, monogamic 
system of matrimony. Hundred of thousauda of both sexes 
in this Country are dragging out most dismal lives as vic- 
tims to the current system, There isa wrong connected 
with itsomewhere. Light is needed upon the subject, and 
suggestions should bein order, We are in favor of letting 
Heywood be heard, and every other man who thinke he has 
valuable thoughts to advance. Let us reason together and 
Calmly hear all sides. It cannot be right to send men to 
prison becguse they are a little before or a little behind their 
fellow-men. Let us bear in mind that however sincere we 
may be, it is possible we are further from the truth than 
those we believe to be most in error. 

That man is moral who does nothing to interfere with the 
rights and happiness of his fellow-beings. A man may be 
as honest in being unorthodox on social or sexual questions 
as on theological or religious topics. Let us be fair; let us 
be tolerant; let us be liberal. Let us shun vice; let us shun 
excesses; let us shun intemperance; let us shun everything 
that makes ourselves or our fellow-beings unhappy. - 

However inconvenient, oppressive, and outrageous our 
imprisonment was, good has come of it, and will continue 
to grow out of it. It has caused thousands to giv atten- 
tion to Liberal thought who never did so before. It hus 
awakened thousands to a realization of the fact that Chris- 
tians still possess the spirit of persecution, and that to find 
equal rights for alin matters of opinion and practice the 
world is compelled to seek further than the church, and to 
look outside of theology, ecclesiasticism, and religious 


tyranny. 
rt Aa ———— —À 


BinLs hav been sent to many of our patrons who are in 
arrears. We particularly request that all such will duly 


inga determined defense. If they hav really sold obscene 

pictures, they should be duly punished; but if it is a case of 

heartless persecution, that should be made to clearly appear. 
— SO 


Ingersoll’s Recent Lectures. 

The two late lectures which Col. Ingersoll delivered at 
Booth’s Theater on Sunday evenings, May 16th aud 234, are 
most cheering indications of the rapid spread of Freethought. 
On both of these memorable occasions the capacious 
building was filled to overflowing with intelligent and 
respectable people, hundreds being unable to obtain ad- 
mission, while those who were fortunate enough to get 
inside were held intranced considerably over two hours 
each time. The oft repeated applause evinced the pleasure 
of the audiences, and the approbation that was accorded to 
the very radical and anti-theological utterances made. The 
Colonel’s humor and sharp hits make him extremely popu- 
lar, and constitute him the greatest orator living. The 
anxiety toread the lecture that the portion of the public felt 
who had not the privilege of hearing it is evinced by the 
great demand upon the city daily Truth, which advertised 
that it would report the last lecture on '*The Gods" in 
full. -Besides its regular edition of 40,080 it was enabled 
to sell fully 10,000 extra copies, and many were not able to 
procure copies. 

There was some deception used in the lecture ag reported. 


While Truth reprinted the original lecture as delivered nearly : 


ten years ago, the lecture as delivered at Booth's Theater 
was virtually & new one, containing buta few of the best 
passages in the original, the balance being new material and 
most excellent. But as both lectures are unexcelled, the 


public were not cheated in obtaining the original for one - 


cent. 

A very perceptible effect of these lectures ig the fluttering 
which has taken place among the clergy in many churches 
in many cities and towns. Feeling the earth giv way 
beneath their feet they very naturally feel alarmed lest their 
standing is overthrown and their support is taken from 
them. .They see the handwriting on the wall, and their 


their institution—made up of the myths and fables of pagan- 
ism—is falling are reiterating the cry, "What shall we do to 
be saved?" The replies to, Ingersoll are numerous in all 
parts of the city and country. Almost every preacher of 
any note is trying to answer Ingersoll, Tne churches are 
alarmed at the inroads being made, and they call upon 
their pastors to do something to stem the tide which is so 
unmercifully bearing down upon them. The clergymen are 
becoming panic-stricken and are striking out as wildly 
already as a defeated pugilist when knocked out of time. 
Their attempts to answer Ingersoll are pitiful failures. Not 
one has answered him effectually, Not one can remove 
him from any of the positions he has taken. 

„Itis amusing to witness the frantic efforts thus made, 
Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists, Congregationalista, and 
even Universalists, are trying to meet Ingersoll and ward off 
his strong blows; and it awakens the risibilities to eee what 
childish work they make of it. It is like the misguided ram 
trying to butt the locomotive from the track. About all 
they can do is to expose the weakness of their own creeda 
and the great want of proofs which their system labora 
under. More and more are the trutbs of Rationalism, sci- 
ence, and reason made clear to the common comprehen- 
sion, and more the weakness and falseness of ecclesiasticism 
and mythology are exposed. i . 

Every ambitious clergyman who wishes to come into 
public notice, and every nearly defunct one who desires to 
be galvanized into life again, now wants to challenge Inger- 
soll to a debate or discussion. But he takes about as much 
| notice of them as an elephant would take of a score of June 
, bugs. He has altogether too much to do to regard the bark: 


knees smite together in trepidation. Many of them that see . 


respond. Our expenses are over $350 per week, and we ing of whiffets or curs. We are perhaps less employed; and 
need every dollar due us. Those who do not wish to take if auy clergymen of recognized ability wish to discuss the 
the paper and pay for it are requested to notify us and Merits or truth of Christianity, the divinity of the Jewish 

Anything less : 82d Ohristian scriptures, just let them ‘‘ petition;" we will 


argumentis We think, while it is very radical and almost 
revolutionary, that it Contains very good suggestions, worthy 
the attention of all who feel an interest in natural and 


proper relations of the sexes. 

Although we hav suffered far more inconvenience than 
anybody else, and mure than all others put together—ex- 
cepting, of course, our Wife, who was left alone with a bus- 
iness upon her hands which she little understood— we 
hardly regret seling Mr. Heywood's pamphlet. We are 
most Confident that our customers had a perfect right to 
buy it and read it, and that we possessed the perfect right 
to sell it, We had the same right to sell it that we had to 
nell any other book in our stock, or that any bookseller has 
to sell Shakspere, Byron, Burns, Swift, Sterne, Fielding, 
Chaucer, Montaigne, Rabelais, Boccaccio, or the Bible. We 
sold it, not because we particularly favored it, but because 
our customers wished it, and because we hada perfect right 
to sellit. We seldom grieve for doing what we hav a per- 
fect right to do. and when we injure no person by so doing. 
As bad as our brother Considers ‘‘ Cupid’s Yokes” to be, 
we cannot think it has ever injured a single person in the 
entire country, while we know of many who think they 
hav derived much valuable information from it. We know 
the author well, and we are very sure he wrote it with good 
motives and that he has no desire to injure any one. 

True, Mr. Heywood is radical, as every person has a 
right to be, in the direction where he thinks truth lies. He 
may be mistaken in some of his views. We are all liable to 
be mistaken. Many think him immoral because he holds 
radical yiews upon the social question. Others think our 
friend and ourselves immoral because we entertain radical 
viewa upon theological questions. Possibly one opinion is 
as incorrect as the other. Mankind, Liberals included, are 
very liable to’ condemn all who differ from them, and to 
charge them with inculcating immorality, Our Christian 
opponents think it far more immoral to deny the divinity 
of Jesus and the remarkable efficacy of his blood than 
to doubt the sacredness and divinity of the marriage 


“ square up " for the time they hav taken it. 
than this is not honorable, and not becoming a true Liberal. 


Comstock’s Late Work. 


Yhis factotum of the Obscene Society of this city, wishing 


to show the men who Contribute to his salary of $4 000 8 


year that he is doing something to earn the money, occa- 
sionally makes an extra effort to seize some poor hapless 
victim and cast him into prison. 


strong defense against him; but of late he haa grappled 
with persons of some standing and influence. T. B. Peter- 
son & Brothers, of Philadelphia, extensive publishers of 
assorted literature, lately brought out a translation of Emile 
Zola's novel called ‘‘Nana,” which, by some, is pronounced 
immoral and indecent, and, by others, moral and instruc- 
tive. It is said to be the life and adventures of a Parisian 
courtesan. The principal effect that Comstock’s inter- 
meddling with it has been to largely increase the sales, tens 
of thousands of copies of the work having been sold that 
otherwise would never hav been called for. The Petersons 
are rioh, and it is not all likely they will ever be brougbt to 
punishment. 

Another Case is the recent arrest of Messrs. Sabin & Son, 
respectable booksellers, at 64 Nassau street. The arrest was 
made upon the affidavit of Comstock’s disreputable deputy 
and aid, Joseph A. Britton, who swore that he purchased 
certain improper pictures of defendants. It is said they 
deny ever having had in their store the pictures which 
Britton swore he bought of them. If the trial turns upon 
Britton’s credibility, Comstovk’s case will be a weak one, 
for there are several persons ready to testify that Britton is 
not to be believed and that he has perjured himself in vari- 


ous cases, Sabin & Son will not go to prison without mak- 


His wont is to take. 
obscure and friendless persons, who are unable to make a 


! giv them room to be heard and read weekly by 50,000 read- 
| ers, and will reply to the best argnments they can bring in 
defense of their. shaky institution, the discussion to be con- 
ducted under fair and equitable rules. Thus, ye teachera of 
'ancient fables, if Ingersoll will not attend to you, we will. 
You shall not spoil for want of dressing. 


Courtlandt Palmer on Our New Book. 


D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: Although a temporary in- 
flammation of the eyes has prevented me from giving your 
new work, ‘‘ The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Mod- 
ern Times" (perhaps I hav not the title quite correct), the 
complete examination I should like to bestow upon it, still 
I do not like to delay longer to assure you thst from the 
cursory glance I hav been able to cast upon it, I am con- 


vinced that it isa most valuable work, valuable both to read . 


and to referto. Your diligence as a writer strikes me as 
most wonderful. Your time in piison has certainly been 
well spent, and when, hereafter, charges are brought against 
your purity of character I would refer your traducers to 
your noble invocation to the universe at the closeof Volume 
I., just aa the bigots themselves gladly overlook David's 
shortcomings in view of his inimitable Psalms. 
Yours truly, C. PALMER. 

New York, May 29, 1880. 

[A comparison with David is perhaps a doubtful compli- 
ment. Our offense consisted in writing certain letters of 
questionable taste, but without evil intent, to a person of 
questionable character. David went further than that. He 
was, however, a man after God's own heart. We are not. 
~-Ep. T. 8.] 


Remember ‘the camp-meeting at Belvidere, Il, June 16, 
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102 Somerville, Mass..—P., O. M. A. Twitchell]: 8., H. A. Johnson. 
103 Forest City, Arkansas.—Secretarv, W. T. Weilborn. 

104 Independence, Kan.—Pres.. W. E, Brown; Sec., J. T. Reed. 
105 Buffalo. N. Y.—Pres.. E. C. Hotchkiss; Sec., Edgar M. Bellon, 
106 Noble. Kan,—Pres., Samuel Bathers; Bec.. Joseph Le Clerc. 
107 Leavenworth. Kanvas.—Seoretary, H. D. Mackay. 

108 Mt, Pleasant, Pa.—Pres., Oburles Jones; Sec., W, F, Barkley. 
109 Hume. N. Y.—Pres.. W. R. Milla; Sec., B, F. Babbitt. 

110 Washington, D. O.—Pr.. H. N. Howard; Sec., W. W. Jackson 
111 Rock Island, Ill.—Pr.. Henry Dart: Soc., August Huesing. 
112 Lawrence, Kansas.—Secretary, C. Robinson, 
ae Escanaba. Mishigan.—Secretary, Isaac A. Pool 


The National Liberal League. , 


resident : Hon. Elizur Wright, Boston. 

President lent: 091. Robert. G Ingersoll, Nathaniel Holmes, 
Henry Booth, Parker Pillsbury, James Parton, F Schuepemann- 
Pott, Abraham Payne, B Felsenthal, D M Bennett, Karl Heinzen, 
Horace Server, Isaac M Wise, Moriiz Ellinger. Gen J M Roberta, 
Josiah P Mendum, Gen B A Morton, J R Monroe. Amy Post. 
R 8 McCormack. T L Brown, Salie Holley. Mrs James 
Parton. Francis W "Titus, J H W Tooh ey, Hsnry Damon, Hon 
Btephea Brower, T B Wareman; Prof Wm Deniop, Carl Poor: 

o cual, D Van Patten. . Otis 
Hager yt Auten, Oharies Botheran, Elmina D Slenker. | 114 Wamego, Kansas. Sseretary, Thomas B. Greene, | 

Secretary: A L Rawaon, 19 Lafayette Place, New York. Assist. 116 Washington, D.O.—Pres.,C. P. F arrells Bec. U, G. MeLeran. 
ant Secretary: Mrs Briatol. Vineland, N. J. Treasurer; Waverly. lowa.—Secretary, M. E. Bil! DE n MD 
Gourtlandt Palmer, 117 East 21st street, New Y rk. Board of 117 Goldendale, Wash. Ter.—Secretary. J .O- Rf oonoyer, M.D, 
Directors: Elizur Wright. A L Rawson, Courtlandt Palmer, H L 118 Rapids City, Il!,—Pr., R. Sarginson ; Sec., Mra, M. L. Follett. 
Green. Luoy olman. 15 s anroub M. e8., H Bullock, d Beo: Alonzo Luckey. 

ommittee: N J Ross, Corn Grove, Ala; SO Rogers, ! 120 Salem, Illinois.—Secretary.J. W. Patrick. 
Pe ct Oo Arizona: Oarl Jonitz, Little Rock. Ark; A J 121 Parkersburg. W.Va.—Pres., O. L, Cols; Sec., J. Hutchingen. 
Boyer, San Francisco, Oal; M H Coffin, Longmont, Oal; Byron : 122 Warren, Ohio.—Secretary, Frank O'Reilly. : 
Boardman, Norwich, Gonn ; O H Goddard, Swan Lake Dakota; 123 Foxburgh, Pennsylvania.—Secretary. E. W. Flanders. 
Joseph H Goelet, Greenville, Del; W H Burr, Washington, D O; 124 Providence, Rhode Island.—President, Ellen M. Bolles. 
T D Giddings, Enterprise. Fla: Dr A A Bell, Madison, Georgia; 125 Kalamaz>n, Michigan.—Baeretary, J. T. Greenwood., 
Frank D Smith, Boise City, Idaho ; J R Baker, Keltbsburg, Ill; 126 South Cleveland. O.—Pr.. John Pyke; Sec., O. M. Peterson, 
Richmond. Ind; E O Walker, Norway, Lowa: ; 127 Baltimore, Md.—Pres..J O. Wheeden, Sec., J. H. Graff. 
Kan: 8 G Ey: G H | 128 Cincinnati. O.—Pres.. Alfred Warren; Bec.. O. J. Herbold. 

: W H Brown, Bangor, Me; J 8 Russell, | 129 Saranac, Michigan.—Secretary, S. M. Orawford, 
Henry Damon, Boston aas ; Dunning, | 130 Wayland, N. Y.—Pres., J. F. Wood: Sec., G. W. Morebouse. 

M lis, Minn ; D Jenkins, | 131 Yates City. 111.—Pres., C. L. Roberts: Sec., H. Brown, Jr. 
Mont; WwW 132 Troy, Naw York.—Secretary, Louis Ransom. 
133 Haverhi}], Massacbusetts.—Secretary, J. M. Ordway. 
134 Tipton, Indiana. —Seeretary, O. C. Richardson, 
135 Msdicine Lodge, Kanras.—Secretary, C. W. Steele. 
136 East Rodman, N. Y.—Pres , L. D. Olney; Bec.. C. Kellogg. 
137 Marshalltown, Iowa,—Secre':ary, M. D. Lawrenaoe. 
138 Paola, Kansas. —Pre3.,d. 8. Haughey : Bec., W, C. Eaton. 
139 Melvern, Kansas.—Pres.. Joe Farley; Sec., Libbie Oole, 
140 Oleveland, O.— Pree.. E. Q. Norton; 8-c., E. W. Gaylord. 
141 White Cloud, Kansas.—Secretary, O. H. Wakefleld. 
142 Raritan, Illinois.—Pres., Wesley Milliken ; Sec., Dr. L. Pyle 
143 Park City, Utah,—Pr.. J, Q. Watson ; Sec., G. P. Bissonette. 
144 Marion Qenter, Kansas.—Boeoretary. J. B. Bown. 
145 Harrisburg, Pa.—Pres..J. T. Richardson ; Sec.,W. H. Keller. 
146 Petaluma, Oalifornia.—Searetary, Freeman Parker. 
147 Valley Falls, Kansas.—Secretary. A, J. Searl. 
148 Seward, Nebraska.—Secretary, 
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LIBEBAL LEAGUE PLATFORM. 


1 Total separation of church and state, to be secured under 
present laws and proper lagislation, and finally to be guaran- 
teed by amendment of the United States Constitution, including 
the equitable taxation of all church property, secularization of 
all the public schools, abrogation of Sabbatarian iaws, abolition 
of chaplaincies, prohibition of pubiic appropriations for relig- 
ious purposes, and all other. measures necessary to the same 

eneral end. 

Di 2 National protection for national citizens in their equal civil, 
political, snd religious rights, irrespective of race or sex, to be 
secured under present laws and proper legislation, and finally 
to he guaranteed by amendment of the United States Constitu- 
tion and afforded through the United States courts. 

3 Universal education the basis of universal suffrage in this 
ic, to be secured under present laws and proper 
legislation, and finally to be guaranteed by amendment to the 
United States Uonstitution, requiring every state to maintain a 
thoroughly secularizad publie Beoool system, and to permit no 
child vithin its limits to grow up without & good elementary 
education. 


LOCAL AUXILIARY LEAGUES TO WHICH OHARTERS HAV BEEN 
' ISSUED BY THE NATIONAL LIBEBAL LEAGUE. 


. Lincoln, Neb.—P..W. E. Oopbiand; 8.. A 8 von Mansfield 
i Jacksonville, Il1,.—Pres., David Prince; Sea., W. Meek 

3 Phila., Penn.—Pres., Carrie B, Kilgore; Jos. Bohrer 

4 Mishicott, Wis.—Pres,. L. Damon; Sec., Anton Braasch 

5 Ohelsea, Mass.—Pres., D. G. Orandon; Bec.. J. H, W. Toohey 
6. Btoekton, Cal.—8ec.. Charles Haas 

1 Denver, Ool.—Pres., Henry O, Dillon; Sec., Frank Ingersoll 
8 Paine Hall, Boston. Pres.. Horace Seaver; Nec. JJ. 8. 

9 Palmyra, N. Y.— Pre.. J. M. J neg ; Sec., 0. 0. 
Mass. tt; Beo. 


niladelphia, O.—Pr., G. Bikert Beo. C. M. Rittenhouse. 


G. W. Lowley. 

149 Patch Grove, Wis.—Pres., H. F. Young; Bes.. J. Warner, 
150 Springville, Utah.—Pres.. H. M. Dougall; Sac.. Geo. White, 
161 Centerville, Oalifornia.—Secretary. Alonzo Sweet. 

162 Ferndale, Kausas.—Secretary, Wm. ott. 

163 Springville, N. Y.—Pres., A. T. Wheeler: Sec., F. Dygert. 

154 Armstrong's Grove, lowa.—Secretary, Peter H. Burt 

158 Elk Falls, Kansas,—Sec:etary, A. A. Barnes, 

156 Cottonwood Falls, Kan.—Prces., T. J. Dean; Sec, F. Holz. 
157 O:tumwa, Iowa.—Sucretary, O. O. Graves. 

158 Paterson, Ñ. J.—Pres., J. J. Haviland; Sec., John Warr. 

159 Beranton, lowa.—Secretary. J. L. Amsden. 

160 Hope, Kan.—Pres.. Carl Robinson; 8ac., Martin Pease. 

161 Detroit, Michigan.—Secretary, 8. B. McOracken. 
162 Burlington, Kan.—Pres. Chris, Brown; Sec. C. H. 
163 Beloit, Kansas.—Secretary, L. O Morse, 

164 Harlan, Iowa.—Secretary, O. W. Porter. 

165 Modesto, Oalifornia.—Seeretary, C. M. Courtwright. 

166 Dowagiac, Michigan.—Secretary, Thomas Rix. 

167 Burr Oak. Mishigan.—Secretary. A. H. Thurston. 

168 Arrington, Kansas.—Secretary, S. H. „guen. 

169 Omro, Wisconsin.—Seeretary. Sallie M. Phillips. 

170 Dallas, Texas.—Pres., John Stone; Sec., T. O. Cornet 

171 Smithville, L. I.. N, Y.—Secretary, George Jepson, 

172 Osage Mission, Kan.—Pres., H, L. R. Jones; Sec., O. G.Waite. 
173 Philadeipbia. Pa.—Secretary, J. M. Roberts. 

174 Blooming Grove, Kansas.—Secretary, N. 0. Lana. 

175 Fayette. Wis.—Pres., Theron Putman; Sec., J. K, P. Helm. 
176 Utica, New York.—Secretary, Daniel Sabine. m" 

177 Yankton, Dakota.—Secretary, D. P. Willeox, 
178 Oswego, Kansas,—Secretary, G. F. King. 

179 Eureka, Nevada.—Pres., H. W. Faust; Sec., O. H, Clay. 
180 West Pawlet, Vermont.—Secrerary. Paul Dillingham, 
18t Altoona, Kansas.—Secretary. Dr. O. P. Sanford, 

182. Manchester, Iowa,—&Sooretary. J..U. Schelling... 

183 Kansas City, Migsouri.—Seocretary. David Ecoles. 

184 Battle Oreek, Michigan.—Secre'ary, Abner Hitchcock. 
185 Findley. Ohio.—Secretary, W. J. Taylor 

186 Byron, Michigan.—S-cretary, James A. Burgess. 

187 Scandia. Kansase—Secre'ary, A. B. Wilder. 

168 Mason Otty, Iowa,—S8eore'ary, Shorland Harris. 
189 Union Flat, Waeb. Ter.—Secretary. J. M, Harper 
190 San Francisco. Cal,—8ec. Byron Adonis 
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KY pr. Dr. J.Wlnslow; Sec, W. R. Lazenby. 
Y P. C. Bliss, 


P . D, Stark ; Bec., Mrs. M. H. Ambler. " 
Spencer; Sec., W. A. Boyd. Secrefaries of Auxiliaries will please report any errors In this | 
23 Rochester (Jefferson), N. Y.--Pr., M. Hayes; Sec., F, Hebard, | list to A. L, Rawson, Sec. N. L. L.19 Lafayette Place, New York. 


apolis, Minnesota.—Pres., B. O. Gale; Sec., F. O. Mead, 
24 Minneap BO. Walker 


Griswold; Bec., Mise E.J, Leonard. Free Speech. 


27 Montgomery Co., Ohio.—Pres., eGil; Sec., J. B, Barry. 

28 Manitowoc, Wis: Prop, Jobn A. Smith 3 Boo G, B. Byron. A contributor to Truth got off the following in that 

99 any. .—Pres., T, J. Hennessey; Beo., T. Dugan, s S 
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Fh Wauben, ig. Freg.. P. Mungon; Boo., V. A, Alderson, i Dear Truth: Have you quite made up your mind that 
County, Mo.—Pres., Dr. T, Beattie; Noo., H. It. Steele. i8 ri i z 

En Gana cine angas. Pres. 0, B. Hoffman: Bec, E. D Bent, Robert. G. Ingersoll is right as against three-quarters of the 

35 Passaic Oity, N. J.—Pres., J. H. Adamson; Beo., F. W; Orvis. | Civilized world? 


I see that you take his part, and, privately, I am rather 
inclined to take your side of the question. But you know 
it isn’t the respectable thing to take that view of it. Going 


41 Bt. ule, Pod T Mecunqos Toii. Bt to church has, after all, resolved itself not into a matter of 
ode PTOB., 2.9. , TACIM um le t " E i 

3 Harrisville Tex.—Pr.. Dr. L. J, Russell; Bec. J. B. Nunnely, | belief, but into one of social exigency. Ask the oldest 

44 Cortland, N.i Pree, Hon, & Brewer: ec., Dr. F. Goodyear, | school Presbyterian that livs whether he believes in ever- 


lasting fire and brimstone, and he will quietly smile. But 
he will, nevertheigss, go to the church that preaches it if he 
moves in good society. For, in nine cases out of ten, the 
practice is less indulged in as a palliative to God than to 
satisfy some notion of decorum that exists in his immediate 
circle of acquaintance. 


ki Vincennes, Ind.—Pres., Gharles Graeter ; ker. 


Bec., O. F, Ba 
^uae (1). N. Y.—P., C. D. B. Miils; è. Nettie C. Truesdell. 
n gyre Donnis, Maas. -Pres. D. 8. Ohapman ; Beo., R. On 
50 Syracuse (2). N. Y —Pros., L M. Price. 
Y.—Pres. Wm. 


k, N. Y. (4th)—P., D. M, Bennett; 8., E. M. Macd. ; : x 

s Now Sah, ass, Prop. Beth Hunt; Ses, 0. Browne For instance, I know a paying teller who never misses 
,—Pres., W. D. Corken, M.D,; Bec, ; : ; : 7 

66 Lynn Mare Doe W.8, Root; Boo. Mis. MÀ, Ola visu ans morning service at Dr. Hall’s. During the week he drinks, 


swears,and comports himself as would any man of the 

world, who thought Dr. Hall just the sort of humbug I do. 
Imet,him the other day just after hearing Ingersoll's 

lecture, and asked him why it was he went to church at all. 
s Do you believe in Presbyterianism?” I asked. 


Sec., H. B. Sh i 
59 Palmyra, Neb.—Pres., B. B Beoly; Bec., G. É. Bennet men 


tJj N. Y, - Pres., W. M, Vail; Sec.. R, A. Conklin. 
HH Parteid, Pa.—Pres., $am’l Widemire; Sec, Harry Hoover. “No” 
67 Irwin Station, Pa.—Pres, Job Jones ; Sec, Alex, McDonald, } “Do you think Dr. Hall an elcquent man?" 
68 Medina (L'g Lake), Mich,—P., W. Archibald; S.. S. Lydiard, A ; » 
69 Bhawmut, Boston. res. d rank Rivers ; Sec. G. ¥ Rowell. I think he’s a damned fool. 
, Mass.—Pres, M, E. Marsh; Sec. 0.8. i t " i » 
" f randorte, Kan.—President, J. J. Hughes; Seo. Wit baker "T Do you believe in dont cS 
12 Selina, Kansas res., Henry Rosmond; Beo. B, P. Davis. I hav my doubts about him. 
ity, Idaho.—Pres.. Fran agsey; Beo. B. " D 
4 S [o ty, daho,—Pres., P. J. Pefley; See., F, p ibur, “Then why do you go to church?” f f 
76 Farmington, Utah.—Pres., H. W. Haight; Sec,, W. Walker. “ Because the President of my bank is there, and if I 
q6 Pittsburgh, Pa.—Pres,, 8. H, De Jones; Sec.,H. E. Juergens 


didn’t attend church he’d suspect me of stealing from the 
till.” l 

“Your President is, then, a devout Christian?" 

** He doesn't believe a word of the whole thing. But he 
has a good many depositors in the congregation who'd 
withdraw their funds if he proclaimed himself a heathen. 
Five of the Directors, too, are firm believers in hell fire. 
Bo we all go to church. I look on it as a part of my work, 
and make up for it by getting dowa half an hour late every 
day." . 

Christianity is a mere fashion, but I notice that lately a 
good many very staid and respectable people are turning 
the other way. 

Iam very much inclined to look upon things as Col. Bob 
does, Ican't make up my mind that there's a God above 


Adrian, 
E^ Center Point, Mo.—P:es., J. B. 
$3 Wyoming Tli. — Pres., A, Bailey ; Seo., F, A, Kerns 
84 Saginaw, Miob.— reP,, T. L, Jackson; Bec., J. Tinklepaugh. 
85 Johnson, Vt.—Pres., Lucian Scott; Sec., Arvilla E, Atwell 
86 Hannibal, Mo,— President, p: Jenkins; Secretary. Lao Hist 
87 Independence, Missouri.—Secretary Óharles H. Olark. 
98 White Rock, Nevada.-. Secretary, A. J. Borrette, 
89 Harwinton, Oonn.—Pres,. W. J, Alfred; Sec.. E. E. Baker. 
90 Little Rock, Arkansns,—Pres,, W. F. Hill; Beo., Oarl Jonitz. 
91 Horneliavilie, New. York.~Secretary, B. E. Shattuck. 
92 Columbia, Bostou.—Pres,,J.8. Oodman; Sec., Henry Damon. 
93 St. J^ bns, ll.—Pr..Wm. Ellison; Seo. William A. Thompson, 
94 DeWitt, lowa.—Secretary, B. F. Gove. 
95 Ogden, Utuh.—Pres., Joseph Sewell; Sec.. John A. Jost. 
96 Sevier, Utah.—Pres., Michael Johnson; Beoc., R. Lorenson. 
91 Kirwin, Kaneas.—Secretary, T. M, Helm. 
98 Goose Lake, Calitornia.—Seoretary. Ed, R. Bodger. 
99 Nashviile, Tenn.—Pres.. W. T. Auten; 
00 Belleville. Kansra Beoretary, Mrs. C. A. Patrick. 

il 


a New Xork (618) Ne 37 Pros thia world and letting it go on without interference, 


complacently looking down upon so much scoundrelism in 


I can’t believe that there’s a God who permits so much 
injustice, so much suffering, 80 much inequality. I can't 
believe there's à God who creates a Bennett rich and able 
to enjoy every luxury of this world, while he sends to the 
gallows a poor devil who from his childhood up has known 
nothing but theft, murder, and mísery—men who are born 
apparently to hell in this world and hell in the next. 

I do not believe there is à God who strikes so unequally, 
and, permit me to say, theughtlessly. 

Iam thinking, for example, of a good and just man that 
I know, who haa suffered one blow after another until he is 
almost dead with grief. Nearly all those he loved best hav © 
died around him. 

But he had.a wife left. In the love he bore her he found 
compensation for his miseries. He could say: '' God has 
taken all these, but he lias left me a devoted wife, and I can 
still be happy." 

Yesterday God took her. 

Four days ago she was à young, pretty, gentle woman, 
full of life and spirits, and wrapped up in the man for 
whose happiness 8he seemed to hav been born. 

To-day she lies a corpse. . 

If a God did this, it would be enough to curse him for. 
What wise purpose can be subserved by a death like this, 
when we think of the multitudes whose passing away would 
be & blessing? ` 

How much better, in place of calling this the act of God 
and cursing him therefor, to put such a God as this out of 
the question, and simply make up our mind that all these 
things are the indiscriminate work of nature, which does 
not choose her subjects as a conscious God is supposed 
to do. 

Believe me, people die of disease, and not by the hand of 
an eternal and all-watchful Deity. l ; 

And such a thought is decidedly a more comforting one 
than that absurd axiom (invented by some priest) that 
** whom God loveth he chasteneth.?? 

My heart bleeds for the stricken husband who to-day 
mourns the severance of that alliance which alone, of all 
human partings, leaves an utter void. There is nothing 
more beautiful than married man and woman, where the 
love and the courtesy and the tenderness hav been ur- 
dimmed for years; and there is nothing so sad as the sever- 
ance of all this suddenly, unexpectedly, unaccountably. 

A curious and suggestive scene occurred in a noted bar- 
room in the city yesterday. 

I will not attempt to dissemble. Sometimes I take a 
drink. Upon this occasion I went in with a few friends to 
take a glass of Apollinaris. 

A little girl of twelve years was selling flowers to a party 
of men who had been drinkicg at the bar. She was a 
comely, sprightly little thing, and the men were buying 


-| bouquets £or--each- other, joking, chucking her-under the 


chin, getting her to pin the flowers to their coats, and go on. 

In the midst Of the scene the door opened, and an old 
woman appeared. Her utter poverty was told before she 
spoke a word—told in her dress; in the deep, cavernous 
lines of her face; in her halting step, and supplicating air. 

The old woman came in to beg, but her eye lighted on 
the laughing girl of twelve who was coining money and 
eagerly drinking in the compliments of the men around the 
bar. 

Those men, who had silver pieces for the girl, had not a 
cent for the withered woman. She knew it instinctively, 
and refrained from asking. 

Suddenly she stopped in front of the laughing knot of 
men who surrounded the child, and the flre of womanly 
indignation came into her eyes. 

* Do you know what you are bringing that girl up to?” 
she asked. ''Ahl poor thing! When I was her age I sold 
flowers myself on this very spot. That was fifty years ago. 
But my. mother was with me, and it was not until after she 
died that I went wrong." 

With that this poor creature left, having asked nobody 
for alms. 

I think there was the germ of right in what she said— 
perhaps, also, the germ of jealousy. 

Old people must be pushed aside in this world, especially 
if they are beggars. Young and comely people may find 
markets for their wares, a listening audience for their anec- 
dotes, and the fate which the old woman predicted, 

This is rather a lugubrious letter, but I am not i’ the 
mood, as Burns says, and 80 remain, Yours, 

VALENTINE Vox. 


Is Liberal Thought Worth Anything? 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir; In view of 
the fact that I see and hear of so many Liberals who are . 
publicly serving the cause which we all pretend to love so 
much, struggling daily for a poor subsistence, anxious 
beyond expression as to the future, I am constrained to 
ask the question, Is Liberal thought worth anything? Has 
truth any commercial value? 

It isno doubt a fine thing to be permitted to die for the 
truth, but I conceive that it would be a much finer thing to 
live for it, I cannot wonder that ministers of the Ohristian 
religion hesitate and quibble, and finally evade the issue 
altogether, knowing as they do that if they renounce their 
religion they make a bid for poverty and suffering. 

Nearly all the Liberal lecturers, who were formerly 
clergymen, are making mighty efforts to keep soul and body 
together, instead of living a3 they once did, in comparative 
comfort. They are not persons of mediocre talent either, 
They hav such ability as made their mark when preaching 
the religion of the Lord Jesus Christ. They can entertain, 
interest, and instruct, if placed before the public; but no 
society, no individual, acknowledges§ the duty, or assumes: 
the responsibility of sustaining meetings for the training of 
the people morally and scientifically, 


E ORARIO EMILE ERR — n 


The Truth Seeker, June 5, 1880. | 


True, a portion of the Spiritualistic community, who hav 
the philosophy of the unseen to feed upon, in many parts 
of the country do keep up meetiugs and support speakers; 
but where are. the Iafidel and Materialistic associations, 
with their salaried teachers stamping the thought, which 
they claim to value, upon the people ? E 

I met an heroic ex-minister in San Franciscó, who was 
once a bright and shining light in the Methodist church, a 
nian of fine attainments and an excellent speaker, who was 
reduced to destitution by the stand which he took for lib- 
erty, and Liberal thought. Another, a cultivated and elo- 
quent Presbyterian, seceded from the church, entered the 
Liberal field, was employed a short time, and finding the 
pay inadequate to the support of his family, took to the 
road as & canvasser—an occupation to achieve success in 
which requires little else than ‘‘cheek,” and might well 
compel a sensitive and intellectual soul to suicide. 

Question again: Is there nothing to teach after Christian- 
ity is dead ? Js there no money value in moral and scien- 
tific truths? Are Liberals, Infidels, and Materialists incapa- 


' ble of enthusiasm, self-sacrifice, and labor for the advance 


of the race? If they are, I opine our capable Liberal work- 
ers and speakers will not go hungry, or begging for bread. 
If they are not, I predict that Infidelity will lose its power 
over the masses ; that is, the churches will keep right on, 
because people will listen to public teaching of some kind, 
and if bread is not offered they will feed on husks. 

I realize, forcibly, the fact that Infidels are generally poor; 
but the Materialistic classes, our German Freethinkers, and 
many others, are not; and I can see no resson for the 
lamentable condition in which many of our speakers and 
workers find themselves, except in difference and lack of 
8e)f-denial and enthusiasm for truth. 

From many of the chairmen of our state Leagues comes 
the cry that they *' are not supported, they cannot work for 
nothing,” and pray why should they? And good speakers 
are wandering over the country, making but a precarious 
living. Leagues and individuals alike cry continually, 
“O, we cannot support a speaker! We hav no time to 
work up interest in meetings," ete. 

When Dennis Kearney wanted funds to put the “ Open 
Letter" before the workingmen of San Francisco, I heard a 
poorly dressed woman say, “ I will subscribe a dollar, if I 
sell a necessary garment to procure it.” 

Where shall we look for enthusiasm like this in the Infi- 
del and Materialistic ranks ? Mus. H. 8. LARR. 

Olinton, Icwa, May 21, 1880. 


New Rules for Spelling. 

. The following are rules, and reasons why adopted, of the 

Home Journal, one of the best literary papers in the count ry, 
in the matter of reformed spelling. Tue TRUTH SEEKER 


` was the first paper of any note to drop useless vowels, but 


since then other papers hav gone far beyond us. Orthodox 
spelling, like orthodox religion, needs considerable reform- 
ing: l 

A perfect language is one that does the work of thought 
m the least burden of useless material and outlay of 
abor. : 

To bring English a step nearer this perfection is the pur- 
pose of the following changes, cutting off silent and useless 
elements. 

The object is, of course, the good to come and not imme- 
diate pleasure, forall transition from old associations and 
fixed habits to strange ones is attended with pain. And the 
same, nO matter how much better the new than the old. 

But the gain from every useless letter dropped, multiplied 
by the infinite ‘repetitions of the immense succession of 
writers, printere, and learners in the future, more than out- 
weighs avy considerations of mere present and temporary 
discomfort. 

The present movement is but a continuation of that which 
already in the present century has discarded u from hon- 
our, odour, and similar words, and & from publick, musick, 
and words of the kind. Besides theclear gain these changes 
hav given us in economy of writing and printing, we now 
find music and odor decidedly sweeter than musick and 
odour, and we are ready to smile at the orthographic terror 
and nausea which took possession of many worthy people 
during the change. It will be the same with future genera- 
tions, who will take fios) and fisic pure and simple, and 
laugh at the old fogies who found delight in such antiquated 
crudities as ‘‘ philosophy," ‘‘ physick,” and ‘‘ phthisick.” 

For convenience we thus formulate our beginnings in 
getting rid of useless orthographic luggage : 


1.—Drop ve at the end of words like dialogue, catalogue, 
where the preceding vowel is short. Taus spell demagog, 
pedagog, epilog, synagog, etc. Chauge tongue for tung. 
When the preceding vowel is long, a8 in prorogue, 
vogue, disembogue, rogue, retain final letters as at 
present, 

2,—Drop final e in such words as definite, infinite, favorite, 
where the preceding vowel is short. Thus spell oppo- 
sit, preterit, hypocrit, requisit, etc. When the preced- 
ing vowel is long, as in polite, finite, invite, unite, etc., 
retain present form unchanged. 

8, —Drop final £e in words like quartette, coquette, cigarette. 
Thus spell cigaret, roset, epaulet, vedet, gazet, etc. 
4,—Drop final me in words like programme, ‘Thus spell 

rogram, oriflam, gram, etc. 
5.—Change ph tor f in words like phantom, telegraph, 
phase. Thus spell alfabet, paragraf, filosofy, fonetic, 
fotograf, etc. 
P. 8.—No change in proper names. 


OPINIONS OF EDUCATORS, AUTHORS, AND SCHOLARS. ` 


The annexed letters, in the same journal, are from the 
highest literary authorities and philologists in the country. 
Wo select these from over a hundred published in the Home 
Journal of April 14, 1880 : 


From Prof. Solon Albee, of Middlebury (Vt.) College. 


The economical argument in favor of the movement is 
manifest ; and if usage, which is the final arbiter of all that 
relates to language, shall decide in its favor, no theoretical 
objections can prevail against it. 


jif we are to draw a line not more than five hundred years 


From Prof. Rasmus B. Auderson, of the University of: 


. Wisconsin, author of * Norse Mythology." 


Iwish good speed to the cause of phonetic spelling. When 
thoroughly perfected it will be one of the greatest labor 
saving devices ever invented. Iam greatly tempted to adopt 


| your five sensible rules in the next book I publish. The 


brave position the Home Journal has taken givs a timid 
&uthor courage, 


From Prof. Hiram Corson, of Cornell University. 


The changes which hav been adopted by the Home Journal | . 


Iam quite ready to accept. There is one other which might 
well be made, the substitution of £ or d for the suffix ed of 
preterites and past participles, as in publisht, askt, faild, 
palmd. Mr. Furnival,the founder and secretary of the 
Chaucer Society and of the New Shakspere Society of 
London, follows this spelling in the publications of these 
societies, and 80 do some other English scholars. This mode 
of spelling is as old as the written language. The use of f 
for ph representing phi in Greek words has obtained in the 
Italian and Spanish for hundreds of years. 
-From Prof. Francis J. Child, of Harvard University. 

The Home Journal is so agreeably made up and so pleasant 
to the eye that I should not mind any spelling in it. But I 
am glad to see the changes it has made. Oae of the moat 
useful things just now is to break down the respect which 
a great foolish public has for the established spelling. Some 
hav a religious awe and some hav an earth-born passion for 
it; At present I don't much care how anybody spells, 80 
he spells differently from what is established, Any partic- 
ular individual spelling is more likely to be rational than 
the ordinary. 


‘From Prof. John W. Draper, of the University of New 
York, author of * The Conflict Between Science and Relig- 
ion," ‘‘ History of the Intellectual Development of Europe." 
. I.am very sensible of the imperfections of our present 
mode of spelling. No one would more gladly see a change. 
I am, therefore, greatly gratified with the attempt the Home 
Journal is making, and hope that it may find abundant 
success. 

From, John Greenleaf Whittier, the poet. 

I can see no serious objection to the new rules adopted by 

the Home Journal, which seem to me the beginning of a 
needed reform. 
. In England even more than in America has dissatisfaction 
with the old spelling been developed aniong the scholars 
and thinkers. Some of the most distinguished men in the 
kingdom hav expressed themselves in favor of a reform. 
The following is from the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, 
Ex-Prime Minister of Evgland. 

I often think that if I were a foreigner and had to set 


about learning English I should go mad. 1 honestly can say 


I cannot conceive how it is that he learns to pronounce 
English, when I take into account the total absence of rule, 
method, and system, and all the auxiliaries that people 
usually get when they hav to acquire something difficult of 
attainment. There is much that may be done with adyan- 
tage in the reform of the epelling of our language. It is 
not in my power under present Circumstances to offer to 
giv time to the undertaking which I recommend, and in 
which I should gladly hav found myself able to join. 


Prof. Max Muller, of Oxford University, author of * The 
Science of Language," says : 


An objection often made to spelling reform is that it 
would utterly destroy the historical or etymological charac- 
ter of the English language. Suppose it did; what then ? 
Language is not made for scholars and etymologists ; and 
if the whole race of English etymologists were really swept 
away by the introduction of spelling reform, I hope they 
would be the first to rejoice in sacrificing themselves in so 
good a cause, But is it really the case that the historical 
continuity of the English language would be broken by the 
adoption of phonetic spelling, and that the profession of 
the etymologist would be gone forever? I say No, most 
emphatically to both propositions. Because the Italians 
write jiloscfo, are they less aware than the English, who 
write philosopher, that thev hav before them the Latin p^ 
losophus and the Greek filosofos? If we write fin fancy, 
why notin phantom? If in frenzy and frantic, why not in 
phrenology? A language which tolerates vial for phial need 
not shiver at filosofer. What people call the etymological 
consciousness of the speaker is strictly a matter of oratorical 
sentiment only. If anybody will tell me at what date ety- 
mological spelling is to begin, whether at A. D. 1560, or at 
A. D. 1000, or at A. D. 500, I am willing to discuss the ques- 
tion. Till then I beg tosay that etymological spelling would 
play greater havoc in Enylish than phonetic spelling, even- 


ago. 


Sydney Smith on Societies for the Suppression ; 


of Vice. 
' Beginning with the best inteations in the world, such 
societies must in &1l probability dege into a recepta- 


cle for every species of tittle-tattle, impertinence, and 
malice. Men whose trade is rat-catching love to catch 
rats; the bug-destroyer seizes on his bug with delight; and 
the suppressor is gratified by finding his vice. The last 
soon becomes a mere tradesman like the others; none of; 
them moralize, or lament that their respective evils should ; 
exist in the world. Tbe public feeling is swallowed up in 
the pursuit of a daily occupation, and in the display of a; 
technical skill; Here, then, is a society of men, who invite | 
accusation—who receive it (almJst unknown to themselves) 
with pleasure—and who, if they hate dullness and inoccupa- 
tion, can hav very little pleasure in the innocence of their, 


fellow-creatures. The natural consequence of all this is, | 
that (besides that portion of rumor which every member con- : 
tributes at the weekly meeting) their table must be covered 
with anonymous lies against tue characters of individuals. i 
Every servant discharged from his master’s service, every | 
villain who hates the man whom he has injured, every 
cowardly assassin of character, now knows where his accu- | 
sations will be received, and where they cannot fail to pro- 
duce some portion of the mischievous effects which he! 
wishes. The very first step of such a society should be to 
declare, in the plainest manner, that they would never; 
receive any anonymous accusation. 


This would be ihe 
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only security to the public that they were not degrading 
themselves into a receptacle for malice and falsehood. 
Such a declaration would inspire some species of confidence ;- 
and make us believe that their object was neither the love 
of power, nor the gratification of uncharitable feelings. 
The Society for the Suppression, however, hav done no 
such thing. They request, indeed, the signature of the 
informers whom. they invite; but they do not (as they 
ought) make that signature an indispensable condition. 

It is not true, as urged by the Society, that the vices of 
the poor are carried on in houses of public resort, and those 
of the rich in their own houses. The society cannot be 
ignorant of the innumerable gambling- houses resorted to by 
men of fashion. Is there one they hav suppressed, or 
attempted to suppress?) Can anything be more despicable 
than such distinctions as these? Those who make them 
seem to hav for other persons’ vices all the rigor of the 
ancient Puritans—without a particle of their honesty or 
their courage. To suppose that any society will ever attack 
the vices of people of fashion is wholly out of the question. 
If the Society consisted of tradesmen, they would infallibly 
be turned off by the vicious customers whose pleasures they 
interrupted; and what gentleman so fond of suppressing ag 
to interfere with the vices of good company, and inform 
against perons who were really genteel? He knows very 
well that the consequence of such interference would be a 
complete exclusion from elegant society ; that the upper 
classes could not and would not endure it; and that he 
must immediately lose his rank in the world, if his zeal sub- 
jected fashionable offenders to the slightest inconvenience 
from the law. Nothing, therefore, remains, but to rage 
against the Sunday dinners of the poor, and to prevent a 
bricklayer’s laborer from losing, on the seventh day, that 
beard which has been augmenting the other six. We see at 
the head of this society the names of several nobiemen, and 
of other persons moving in the fashionable world. Is it 
possible they can be ignorant of the innümmerable offenses 
against the law and morality which aré committed by their 
own acquaintances and connections? Is there one single 
instance where they hav directed the attention of the 
Society to this higher species of suppression, and sacrificed 
men of consideration to that zeal for virtue which watches 
80 acutely over the vices of the poor? It would giv us very 
little pleasure to see a duchess sent to the poultry compter; 
but if we saw the Society flying at such high game, we 
should at least say they were honest and courageous, what- 
ever judgment we might form of their good sense. At 
present they should denominate themselvea a Society for 
suppressing the vices of persons whose income does not 
exceed £500 per annum; and then, to put all classes upon 
an cqual footing, there must be another society of barbers, 
butchers, and bakers, to return to the higher classes that 
moral character, by which they are so highly benefited. 

lie Aie 


A Good Time in Indiana. 


To tug EDITOR or Taz TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: We are 
trying to get up a series of grove meetings in Indiana, and 
want to hold one in every county in the state. And we 
want every Liberal in the spate to aid in getting up these 
meetings. We will bav from two or three to a dozen 
epeakers at every meeting. We are also going to hold a 
state Liberal Convention—a mass meeting to last two or 
three days. We will hav speakers there from other states 
and we will hav a good time. Now let every Liberal write 
at once to me and I will confer with the state committee 
relative to the time and place. It will probably come off 
in September or October. Where shall it beheld? Liber- 
slism is booming. Let us strike while the iron is hot. We 
can soon walk over the ruins of orthodoxy if we will work. 


Richmond, Ind. Kersky GRAVES, 
ro —————— 


Liberal League Notes. 


Dr. E. B. SgaTTUCE, of Hornellsville, N. Y., cffers the 
New York State Freethinkers’ Association the use of his 
fine Opera House free of charge if it will hold the next 
annual convention there. 


THE prospects are that the thirty-second annual meeting 
of the Friends of Human Progress, to be held near Water- 
loo, N. Y., the 5th and 6th of June, will be a large and 
interesting gathering of the Liberals of central and western 
New York. 


Iv has been surmised that some of the book publishers 
hav engaged Comstock to aid them in making sales of their 
books. The dullest publication in the market becomes very 
popular as soon 48 it is known that Comstock is “ after ” it. 


San Francisco, Cal., has just organized a live, working 
auxiliary Liberal League, so that the great Liberal move- 
ment now extends from the Atlantic to the Pacific. Bro. 
Byron Adonis, I learn, was instrumental in getting up this 
League. He writes, ‘‘The Liberals on the Pacific Coast 
are heart and soul with the Liberals of the East in this grand 
movement, and we promise to giv you a ‘boom’ in that 


! direction." : 


CoNSIDERABLE excitement has been caused in this vicin- 
ity recently by the ‘‘stepping down and out" of a leading 
Orthodox ‘‘divine.” For some time past he has been one 
of the brightest Christian lights in the great orthodox 
assembly at Fair Point,aud was very much troubled last 
September for fear that Col. Ingersoll and the Liberals gen- 
erally who assembled there at our Freethinkere' Conventiun 
would demoralize the country. It has come out that he has 
ruiued a young and intelligent girl of Jamestown, and haa 
been for some time on intimate terms with his hired gir] and 
others. The next Sunday after the facta were known, bills 
were posted through the village, suggesting that the reverend 
gentleman had probably been viewing Comstock’s ** collec 
tion,” : 
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Letters from Sriends. 


DUTTON MANSION } 
Dx Wirt, Iowa, May 19, 1880. 

Mr. AND Mrs. BENNETT, Dear Friends: I should hav 
acknowledged the receipt of your most excellent book ere 
this. Ireceived it on Wednesday, the 12th instant, about 
8o'clock. Mr. Dutton and myself prize it most highly. {ít 
more than met our expectations. As we passed it around 
the household, they all exclaimed, ‘Oh, what a nice book!” 
All the lovers of Mr. Benaett should purchase a copy. 
Several hav spoken for this book, but they can't hav ìt. I 
think we will hav to send for an extra copy to lend. I shall 
keep the book as long as I liv as a token of remembrance. 
I prize the picture very much, and, when you hav time, I 
want you to get it enlarged for me, as I want to hang it by 
Mr. Bell’s and Mr. Pomeroy’s, — 

Mr, Dutton received your letter, and thought that he 
‘would not write until you got home. 

You acknowledged the receipt of my letter by writing me 
a most excellent letter, which Mr. Dutton and I prize very 
highly, and many of your friends hav perused it and re- 
marked that it was a very excellent letter. 

As Mr. Dutton read of your release from prison, and the 
meeting with Mrs. Bennett, the emotion checked his uttei- 
ance for a time, and I myself thought that I was not of this 
earth earthy. It was the first time in my life I thought 
there could be three in one, and I felt as if I was trespass- 
ing on the sacred rights of others, but as I had shared with 
you in your griefs and sorrows, I thought I might join with 
you in your happiness, I feit doubly repaid for all the 
battles I hav fought. : 

The greatest event that passed in Chickering Hall was 
when Mr. Wakeman led you forward and presented you to 
your friends. And was there a heart in that vast assemblage 
that did not swell with inward emotion? Well, I was not 
with you in person, but I was with you in spirit in M.quo- 
kela. We had &jubilee of our own. Mrs. H. 8. Lake was 
speaker. We had a very good house and an attentive audi- 
ence, which showed their appreciation of her in their fre- 
quent applause. Subject, ' The Modern Inquisition.” 

Hav you heard from ''Mercury" lately ? When we 
received your letter in January stating that you could not 
Sleep, your head was 80 bad, I little expected that you 
would come out of that living hell. I felt for a week that I 
wanted to go to Albany and put my hands on your head, 
but thought probably they wouldn't let me see you i£ I did 

ON 
. Iam going to hav your letter transferred with ink, and 
am going to keep itas long as I liv. 

I received a letter from W. 8. Bell, from Angola. If he 
gets out as far as Dutton Hill Iam going to hav him copy 
your letter. I hope he will hav calls to lecture in Iowa. 
He has proved himself to be a most worthy mau. 

Religiously, I am an Infidel Spiritualist, and Mr. Dutton a 
Materialistic Liberal, so you will hear from him soon in a 
more material way. 

As you hav got home now, will you please write mea 
long letter on the subjects treated of in this letter? 

I havn't visited the Albany Penitentiary since the 29th of 
April, and hope that I will never hav to visit it again. I 
particularly thank those two ladies for their kindness 
toward you. They did for you what the rest of us ladies 
could not, because we were not permitted to do so. 

You will please accept Mr. Dutton’s and my love always. 

Fraternally yours, FLoRA DUTTON. 


East Saginaw, Mron., May 24, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: loclosed find one dollar, to 
continue my subscription to TRE TRUTH SEEKER. We need 
our services to fight for our rights. I hope others are 
better able to remunerate you than Iam. I am glad you 
are once more free, and I hope free from persecution as 
well There is one thing that I cannot fully comprehend. 
You wrote some letters which you were afterward sorry 
for. You sent them to one individual. Bundy, Abbot & 
Co., thought they were very bad letters, so they had thirty 
thousand copies printed and sent them broadcast over the 
land. What bothers me is to see where justice comes in. 
You sent one copy; Bundy and Abbot sent thousands. If 
it was wrong for you to send one copy, what punishment 
do Bundy and Abbot deserve for the thousands they dis- 

tributed ? Respectfully yours, L. C. Warne. 


Tom’s River, N. J., May 25, 1880. 
DEAR FnrEND or TRuTBE, D. M. BENNETT: I know your 
heart, as well as body, outward, rejoices in the free enjoy- 
ment of nature’s blessings, which you so much needed. 
May angela ever protect and defend the noble man whose 
devotion to principle has done so much for human eman- 
cipation from all that degrades! A spirit said, while 
controlling Mrs. Bancroft a few months since, that D. M. 
Bennett's writings and teachings would in the future be 
looked to as the teacher or Nazarene of the nineteenth cen- 

tury. Blessings attend you! O. N. BANCROFT. 


GALION, O., May 23, 1880. 
Me. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Y want to write you once 
more to let you know that I am still a '* Liberal,” and that 
you hav my sympathy, asin the past. The meanest trick 
that was ever served you was the circulating of that scur- 
rilous circular by those infamous scoundrels at your recep- 
tion. If Underwood had a hand in it, I never want to hear 

W. R. Davis. 


SELBY, ONT., May 16, 1880. 

DEAR Mr. BENNETT: I beg to congratulate you upon 
your liberation from an unjust imprisonment. 1 used to 
think that the United States was more advanced in freedom 
than this country and that its citizens enjoyed more liberty, 
but I hav been compelled to alter this opinion in conse- 
quence of late occurrences in that country, Chief among 
inem your own farcical trial and upjust sentence and im- 
prisonment. And our celebrated '' Napanee Town Hall 
Case" has recently had its parallel in your country in the 
case of Mr. Underwood at Irwin’s Station. The same musty 
sta.utes and obsolete laws and precedents were raked up 
and used as authoritative in each Case. 

I hope your health has not been permanently impaired in 
prison, and that your life may yet be long to fight for men- 
tal liberty. It was indeed a hard case for you to be cast in 
prison among criminals for no offense at all, and it will con- 
stitute a permanent blot upon the judiciary and Executive 
of the country of which you are a citizen. 

Soon after your incarceration I took the liberty of writ- 
ing an earnest and urgent remonstrance to your President, 
Mr. Hayes, on your behalf, as a citizen of another couutry. 
Bat, like the thousands of other appeals made to that weak 

funotionary, mine also was futile, 


of him again. 


Again, I congratulate you upon your release from durance 
and your reunion with family and friends. . 

Inclosed find $3, to be applied on the subscription of my 
friend, Olin Herring, Esq., of Napanee. 


Very truly, ALLEN PRINGLE. 


ADRIAN, Micu., May 12, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, My Dear Friend, and Friend of Truth and 
the Right: I feel now to rejoice that thou hast been able, 
physically and mentally, to serve out your allotted time in 
the Christian bastile, where you were put for no crime but 
from Christian hate, by Christian knaves and Christian 
fools, through the help of corrupt administration of the 
general government. 1t was my intention to hav met you 
in Albany and gone with you down to yourhome in New 
York, and to hav been one from Michigan to hav taken my 
seat on the platform by your side, but circumstances pre- 
vented me from this pleasure. But as I now hav it in pros- 
pect to make my Longwood friends a visit this June, at their 
yearly meeting in Chester county, Pa., I. shall most likely 
make New York a visit, when I wil be most happy to take 
you by the hand and look you in the ‘face and say, Blessed 
art thou, when men shall revile you and persecute you for 
righteousness' sake, even for the legacy that our Revolution- 
ary fathers fought and bled for, in order that we, their chil- 
dren, might be a free people and hav a free government 
where all should be protected in their natural rights of life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, but which we now 
find, and hav the demonstrative proof in your own case, 
that this Christian church is trying to sap its foundation by 
putting a censor on the freedom of speech, the press, and 
the mails, and woe to the free men or free women that dare 
to say that their soul is their own, - 

Inclosed I send you $1.50 in stamps, $1 of which you 
will please accept as a donation from L. Tabor, atterney-at- 
law, and 50 cents put to the credit of N. Delano for THE 
TRUTA SEEKER for three months. Yours truly, 

Samus. D. Moons. 


NaPLES May 25, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir; I inclose $5 for your new 
books, one of which I hav received. This is the kind of 
reading the people need. When I first received: your little 
paper I did not think it would create such a stir as it has. 
The church has been an immense loser by the Course it has 
taken. There is such a thing as going too far, and I think 
they begin to see it now. The loss to them will be gain to 
the Liberal cause and yourself. And then it is worth some- 
thing to find out who your friends are. I cannot find words 
to express the feelings of gratitude I hav for Mr. Macdonald 
and those men who took such good care of your business 

through your severe persecution. Yours respectfully, 
: J. W. PRICE. 


1 


ESCANAAA, MicR., May 21, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: Although an entire stranger 
to you, you will allow me to congratulate you upon your 
release. Iam glad that you are permitted once more to 
preside in person over the pages of that valiant exponent of 
Freethought, THE TRUTH Seeker. You are doing a great 
work, Bro. Benneti—a work that any man may well be 
proud of. 

All belief in a supernatural religion is wrong. It makes 
men bigots, superstitious, and uncharitable to those of 
opposite beliefs; it enslaves the mind, and virtually closes 
the doors to knowledge that would be useful to men. 

There is not the slightest evidence of any existence be- 
yond the grave. This world is man’s natural home. Here 
he livs, moves, and does his work, and when death steps on 
the scene, all is ended. 

Christianity cannot make men any better. 
rise higher than the fountain. The doctrine of Jesus runs 
counter to man’s best interest. Jesus damned without 
reserve all that did not believe in him or the doctrine that 
he taught, and in this sense Anthony Comstock is a reflec- 
tion of this mythical Jesus. 

Your friends in Escanaba celebrated your release by a 
grand social party at the residence of J. N. Hillar., Accept 
our best wishes for your success. Light is breaking. The 
world moves. Superstition is crumbling. Truth will win. 

CALVIN HOWARD. 


Water cannot 


; ‘WILSONVILLE, Ky., May 14, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I received a circular marked 
Boston, headed, ‘‘These be Thy Gods O Israel,” with a pair 
of fighting cocks atthe top. [suppose you hav heard of 
these circulars, for no doubt they were gent all over the 
country. You can hav miueif you wantit. They prove 
this: that you hav some damned mean enemies who are 
afraid to show themselves. Hoping that the freedom 
which is now due you may last forever, I close. 

Yours in sympathy and fellowship, 
BAMUEL B. CLARK. 


E . Waite Rocx, Nev., May 12, 1880. 

FRIEND BENNETT: The entire Liberal force of White 
Rock wish, through me, to giv you a hearty welcome home, 
hoping that your enemies may see the error of their ways 
and try to do you as much good as they possibly can asa 
small recompense for the injury they hav done you. Find 
inclosed $5 for the two volumes of your new work. 

I will ask you, as a favor, to note the following in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER : Liberals of Nevada, attention! I should 
like to hav the name and address of one live Liberal] in 
sympathy with the aims and objects of the National Liberal 
League and desirous of assisting the Sub-Committee for the 
state in the establishment of local auxiliary Leagues in each 
of the following cities and towns: Alpha, Aurora, Austin, 
Battle Mountain, Belmont, Carson City, Carlin, Columbia, 
Cornucopia, Dayton, Deeth, Dun Glen, ‘Eberhardt, Elko, 
Eureka, Galena, Genoa, Golconda, Gold” Hill, Halleck, 
Hamilion, Mill City, Mineral Hill, Mountain City, Oreana, 
Patisade, Paradise Valley, Pioche, Reno, Rye Patch, Silver 
City, Stillwater, Sutro, Tecoma, Toano, Treasure City, 
Tuscarora, Tybo, Unionville, Verdi, Virginia City, Wada- 
worth, Ward, Washoe City, Wells, Winnemucca. 

Friends, let me hear from you. There is nothing to pre- 
vent us having from thirty to forty auxiliary Leagues in this 
state if we will only work a little. I don't want to see 
Nevada behind every other state and territory. 

Fraternally yours, V. J. BoRRETTE. 


SvRACUSE, N. Y., May 9, 1880. 

DEAR FgrEND D. M. BENNETT: I hav been waiting to 
see what the Reception might develop before writing you. 
Our city papers hay not had ore kind word to say of you; 
in fact, all of them hav done what little they could to 
convey to the public mind the idea that Ohickering Hall 
was full of obscenity and blasphemy. The democratic 
paper headed their report, *"The Insolence of Filth.” Oher 
papers were equally severe, 


The Truth Seeker, June 5, 1880. 


Mr. Beunett, I hav read tbe report of the New York 
Times, and while they speak pleasantly of you, they speak 
harshly of Hull and Heywood. I hav been talking with 
Liberals to-day, and all regret very much that apything of 
this kind should hav taken place at your Reception, 
know that you take no stock in tbelittle pamphlet called 
‘‘Cupid’s Yokes,” and we had hoped that upon the occasion 
of your Reception nothing would be said which could in 
any sense legd the public to believe that you were in sym- 
pathy with ‘nastiness in any degree. 
quainted with you of course realize how impossible it was 


We 


Those who are ac-- 


for you to know what might be said by certain speakers; ` 


and, knowing this, could not possibly blame you. 
played an important part in history, and itis barely possi- 
ble your name will yet outshine ali your calumniators. 

In defending you at our Farmers’ Club the past winter, 1 
made myself a little unpopular; and now that our city press 
allhit you so hará (or your Reception), I shall expect to 
have the matter touched upon often. 
you, and you shall hav my full sympathy, come what may, 
Go on in the noble work. Let it be manly and gentle 
manly, and, above all, let us be truly charitable. Let us 
not forget that our dispositions are all different—that while 
we are Liberala others may be bigots from the fact that they 
can't be anything else. 5 

Your Reception has demonstrated to all whò were in 
doubt that you reoresent the views of a large body of the 
people, and that Comstockism is to be tolerated but a little 
onger. 


You hav. 


Ihav confidence in ` 


Doubtless all the suffering of imprisonment and . 


persecution which you hav endured has been repaid in this, _ 


grand Reception tendered you, and believe your persecu- 
tors (save Comstock himself) are heartily tired of it, and 
from this on you will not be molested. 

Hoping you may enjoy health and prosperity in the full 
measure you so richly deserve, Jam with you in all that is 
upright and manly in humanity, With best wishes, 


Invisa C. TERRY.” 


MOLINE, ILL., May 29, 1880. 


Frend D. M. BENNETT: Allow one of the aged (born: 


in 1805) and humblest of your friends to add a mite to the 


flow of congratulations passing upon our captain on his; 


gaining his liberty from unjust bondage. It givs assurance 


of many years to come of active warfare upon the merce-_ 
nary, venal, confederate‘ frauds that mislead the benighted " 


hosts of superstition, likewise 


iving good hope that the - 


cause of full and perfect fieedoum of thought, word, and ` 


deed wil advance under proper caution, Having been 
pretty thorough!y ingrafted with Paine philosophy over fitty 
years ago, the senseless human excitement about supersti- 
tion's unknowable future hav for years been looked upon 
by me with a sort of apathetic indifference, 


I would express great satisfaction that so grand an array ` 


of able friends celebrated your Reception. Difficulties and 


want of means prevented my being one of the glad throng.. 


It strikes me sadly that there are some noted Liberals 
who either coldly stand back, or else, worse, forgettiug the 


rule, * Let him that is without sin cast the first stone,” 


cruelly dart some uncharitable shaft, regardless that '''To 
err is buman; to forgive divine," : F, Prcx. 


PATERSON, N. J., May 29 1880... 


FRIEND BENNETT: THE ‘LRUTH SEEKER just arrived. In 
running over it my eye caught the heading, ‘* Representa- 
tion at Brussels," and want to say that I am most decidedly 
in favor of the Liberals of this country being represented 
there by at least three or four representatives; aud if no one 
else contributes, our one hundred and ninety Liberal Leagues 
will neglect an important duty if they fail to send delegates: 
to the International Congress'of Freethinkers, to be held in 
Brussels in August next, I shall contribute one dolla 
toward defraying the necessary expenses, I presume that if 
each member would subscribe fifty or twenty-five centa 
each, there would be ample funds for the occasion. — . 

lam in favor of the following for representatives: Your- 
self, for one. Ithink that you are well qualifled, and the 
trip would, in my judgment, be highly beneficial to you in 
many ways. Next, Augusta C. Bristol as Iam most de- 


cidedly in favor of the fair sex being represented there, and . 


I can think of no one in our ranks who is so well equipped 
as she, or who could do us or herself more credit. If her 


health will permit it, we should send her by all means. . 


H. L. Green is my next choice, and Mr. A. L. Rawson 
fourth. If we could send all, and we ought to, this would 
be a splendid quartette. Now let the subscriptions flow in 
without delay, so that whoever goes will hav time to pre 
pare for the journey. Sincerely yours, JOHN WARR.. 
i La Crosse, Wis, May 29, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT : I hav just received the first volume of 

“ The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times ” 


with thanks, and I inclose you a draft for six dollars which |. 


will pay for the two volumes—this one and the second one 
when out. I am so busy with the garden that I hav not 
had much time to look it over, but what I hav seen of it ia 


a good deal better than I anticipated, The extra dollar is . 


to pay for the twelve extra TRUTH SEEKERS I hav had and 
for the balance you can send a few extra papers with my 
article on ** Obscenity " when published. 

Now, Bro. Bennett, I hope you will excuse me for not 
writing to you when in the penitentiary, as others hav done 
for I felt'so indignant at the proceedings of the Christian 
devils that I could not use words strong enough to express 
my pent up feelings. I hope you will liv long enough to 
pay them for it, principal and interest. 


Your friend and well-wisher, J. PETTY. 


Vinton, May 25, 1880. 
Ma. Eprror: How we rejoice to know, Bro. Bennett, 
that you are once more safe at home with wife and friends, 
and that you didn’t break down under the love the Caris- 
tians hav for their enemies. Oh, what a benign set they are. 
What little good there is in their holy book they never prac- 
tice, in fact, it’s a dead letter so far as they are concerned, 
for they ignore them. Ever your friend, 
é M. BRANIN. 
-Lerpsic, Onto, May 19, 1880. 
BROTHER BENNETT : I am glad you are free and at home 
again, and hope you may never be molested any more, 
When the Republican and the Democratic parties hav 
made their nominations of candidates for president, let an 
effort be made by a committee of prominent Liberals to 
ascertain of both candidates whether they are in favor of 
protecting us from unjust arrest and Imprisonment and per- 
gecution by prosecution. The one that will giv us solemn. 
assurances that we Liberals, under his administration of 
the government, shal! hav our legal and constitutional 
rights equal with the Christians, is the candidate we should 
support at the presidential election, If neither will giv u 
such assurances, let the Liberals of the United States ag. 


bod 


-to cànVassers. 


The Truth Seeker, June 5, 1880. 


SS CARGA 


semble in convention, nominate a Liberal ticket, and make 
a vigorous campaigao. {would like to see the question agi- 
tated. . W. E. WooDELL, 


| D. M. Benner, Dear Sir: I hav just finished reading 


in THE TRUTH SEEKER of your reception. It truly givs me 
pleasure to read the pagès of your paper, and I only wish it 
was in my power to take it and pay you, but it is impossible 
for me to do so, as I am a poor widow with ill health. 
There is but one copy of this paper takea here, and the 
person who takes it is a noble woman. She lends her paper 
to me and to others besides. Ishould like much to take it 
myself, and if you feel that you can send it to me, when I 
hav any money to spare I will giv my word aud honor as 
an honest woman—as I am—that I will send it to you. 

1f you do not feel that you can do so, I shall entertain the 


`- game respect for you that I now do. 


‘You well know that in certain quarters Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER is not popular. I am so situated that I know some 
of my friends who hav influence and money would read it. 

Ibid you good speed. Yours for truth and right, 
N. E. C. N. Mosxs. 


_ [We will send you the paper.—Ep. T. S] 


i New EXCELSIOR, KAN., May 13, 1880. 

D. M. Bennet, Dear Ser: Your *: Gods and Religions,” 
for which I subscribed some time ago. came all right by 
Jast Tuesday's mail. 
withstanding I am a poor man) like doing something that 
might serve to encourage you a littte while you were in 
prison, At that time I didn’t think I could sfford to invest 
tive dollars in a work of the kind. If you had in the start 


. announced the fact that five dollars would be the price for 


the two volumes, it is likely that I would not hav been in 
possession of either one to-day. I am very thankful that 
things hav turned out as they hav. I hav got the book, 
and I like it. It does me good to point to that picture in 
the front of the book, and say tomy friends that he is the 
‘Thomas Paine of the age. Put me down for the other vol- 
ume. [I must hav it. Yours, W. H, PAYN. 


UBURN, N. Y., May 17, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inctosed find post-ofüce 
order for $5 payable to you, for which please send to E. B. 
Day, 94 Clark street, Auburn, N. Y , first and second vol- 
ume of the '* Gods aud Religions,” etc. Possibly I may 
not be correct in naming the books, as I hav no paper or 


‘anything to inform me; but one of the books, I understand, 
js ** just out," like ita author, and the other volume will be ' 


forthcoming: soon. 
wanted. 

In closing, allow me, even at this late date, to congratu- 
late you on your discharge from prison. Shortly after you 
went to Albany I wrote the authorities for permission to 
visit you in prison. My request was denied, hence no visit 
from Harter. 

I send you by mail to-day a copy of Mre. Harter's poems 
and also one of her Liberal songs, which you may use as 
you, see fit. : x: 

Success to you in every good word and work. I hope 
goon to see you face to face. I am still a Spiritualist, and I 
hope you will, ere long, obtain more evidence so 88 also to 
believe in continued existence. 
earth life is all too short to sufficiently ‘‘ flax out" such fel- 
lows as Comstock & Co. I demand a continued life. 

Yours truly, J. H. HARTER. 
Garr, ONT., May 24, 1880. 

D. M, BENNETT, Dear Sir: Aliow me to congratulate you 
on your restoration to liberty. May you during the remain- 
der of your life be blessed with all those means by which 
happiness is obtained. I think that not only are the Free- 
thinkers of the United States and Canada, etc., indebted to 
you for your labors for the cause of man in the printing 
and dissemination of useful and important knowledge, etc., 
but the both nations are also under lasting obligations to 
you, you who hav suffered martyrdom for them, and not 
only for them, but also for their progeny. Again receive 
my congratulations and best wishes. 

[ hav peen astonished and annoyed to hear of the position 
taken by Mr. Underwood by lending his powers to Abbot, 
Euis, Comstock, etc., to crush you and your business, and 
thus be instrumental in rendering you and yours unhappy. 
I think your enemies took a position only worthy of cow- 
ards—ihe issuing of insinuations, slanders, and lies against 
One, at a time when the one against whom the attack was 


You will probably understand what is 


“hurled had not an opportunity of disproving such an ur- 


merited attack. 

When the second volume of ** The Gods and Religions of 
Ancient and Modern Times” is xeady, forward it, together 
with volume first, and one or two volumes of *' Comstock’s 
Life," to me. Send at the same time the „mount of the bill 
and I will send you the sum by retufo of post. I hava 
copy of ''Comstock's Life" in your ‘Champions of the 
Church," but as that work is too voluminous for circula- 
tion, iwani a life of that gentleman in a form that is suit- 
able to hand to my Christian friends, in order to show them 
the character of the man whom their God chooses as his 
special agent, lam yours fraternally, Jos. BROWN. 


ALLEGANY City, N. Y., May 18, 1880. 

FRIEND BENNETT: 1 nav just laid aside the '' Ancient 
Gods" to drop you a line anu a dollar, last instalment on 
Vol I, which 1 find one of the most interesting books l 
hav'ever had the pleasure of reading. 

In my firat note to Mr. Macdonald I inquired about terms 
ltake this opportunity to recall that ques- 
tion and to say that I will procure as many subscribers as 
possible without any commission, as Í do not think you can 
giv any at the present price. Hope to be able to send you 
some names soon. Bend on the other volume a3 800n a3 
ready; will send you the money before or as soon as the 
pook comes. 

The Liberals are with you, so don't waste any more of 
your few remaining daya and valuable space in TH& TRUTH 
BEREKER for the purpose of replying to the Index or K.P. 
jealousy. Treat them with supreme contempt. 

Yours truly, Jas. D. CRAFFT. 
; 3 Lynpon, Kan., May 11, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Friend: We sre neartily glau you 
are again home and leel tuat you are a free man and now 
in your right place. My husband went tor Tar Taura 
SEEKER as Boon a8 the hack came. We wanted to hear 
from you, and words cannot express our joy at reading 
your letter and knowing you were home ana well. We are 
80 poor or we Would hav telegraphed right away, We bay 
been trying to gave all we could spare at all to send for our 
paper this year, and also those books; We are anxiously 


wailing to pop them, J Want to see how an bones mas 


When I subscribed for it I felt (wot- ; 


looks in a prison garb. My husband wants to write to you; 
he dearly loves you; he gets so little time to write, as he 
: works from early morn until late st night, he is so tired he 
can't sit up to read when night comes. so we go to bed and 
he reads aloud, so I, too, can enjov Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
Then I must tell you our little DeRobigne Mortimer Ben- 
nett Pert (we giv him the whole name) takes our attention. 
Everybody that sees him says, What a bright boy! and we do 
hope you can see him this fall. You shall hav his photo- 
graph when we get them, and our greatest desire is that he 
will make as honest and noble a man as the one he i8 
named after. We would love to hav been at your recep- 
tion, but the working man gets such low wages in Kansas 
that our means are scarce. We came here poor, and cannot 
get enough ahead to get away. D-Robignehas awakened, 
so I will hav to say good-bye for this time. With love to 
“you and wife, we remain your true friends, : 
J. M. anp R. A. PERT. 


FRrosTBURG, Mp , May 24, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT Dear Sir: We like TRE TRUTH SEEKER 
| very much. Were sorry we did not get the paper giving the 
accouut of the reception on the 24 of May. but I see by 
your last paper that other subscribers were served the 
same trick, and a pretty piece of business it is. So much 
ifor our glorious Republican party. But work on, friend 
Bennett; you hav done nobly. Work on, and we shall see. 

Very respectfully, Geo. H, HOCKING. 


: ‘ MILWAavUKER, Wis., May 22, 1880. 
FRIEND BENNETT: I hav not heretofore since your 
release sent my congratulations, I did not think it neces- 
sary. I well knew you would be overwhelmed with them 
` without mine, as you deserved. Mine are due, nevertheless, 
as well as those of every lover of truth, freedom, and jus- 
tice in the land, and are gladly tendered with the earnest 
hope that the enemies of progress will see the futility of 
persecution, and that you may be the last Galileo of his- 
tory. You are not in the slightest degree disgraced, but 
i the President is, and your prosecutors and persecutors are 

rendered infamous. Ever yours fortruth and progress, 
a ALMOND OWEN. 


MANTENO, ILL., May 20, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Allow me to congratulate 
| you that your liberty is restored to you ; that the Liberais 
‘all over the nation hav honored you with such a grand and 
well-deserved reception ; that your health was maintained 
while in the hands of the Inquisition; that we hav our cap- 
tain on board THE TRUTH SEEKER again ; that the wrong 
done to you has served to awaken and agitate thought on 
the questions of such vital interest to humanity, and that 
now you'll be able to lead the Liberal hosts to victory, and 
that you may liv to represent the Liberals in the American 
Congress, where you will hav the pleasure of seeing the 
Comstock laws and all others enacted by orthodox bigotry 
expunged from the statute books of the nation. 

I did not write you while in prison, being personally a 
stranger, but sent up some hundreds of names to the peti- 
tion, procured subscribers to THE TRUTH BEEKER, and 


of McKay come into my mouth, : 


" Ever tbe right comes uppermost, 
And ever i8 Justice done.” 


: 5 provement of our schools their point of view. 
PER eM d ny es quise A iade scholar will become a mathematician and feel himself at 
every day and hour of your confinement, and now I feel home in natural history, the temples of mythology of the 


This dim. infant sphere of , like saving, Rejoice, for the day is dawning, and the words pseudo-Christians will go like chaff before the wind. But 


which had not been authorized, is about to be exonerated 
from the charges submitted to the Judiciary Committee 
upon the-ground that he had no dishonest motives. If he 
had not, Why and for what purpose did he submit a false 
report ? : "S 
In the Senate, Mr. Masey, from Texas, Chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, brought in a proposition to 
authorize the President to put upon the retired list all non- 
commissioned officers who, after thirty years’ service, leave 
the army, on seventy-five per cent of their regular salary 
forlife. The reason he givs for it is to put them on an 
equal footing with the commissioned officers, of which there 
are already four hundred upon the list, receiving about 
three-quarter million of dollars per year for life. Senator 
Beck correctly said it is simply an attempt to provide for a 
man in middle age (48 years) a life-pension to leave the 
service, engage in some other profitable occupation where 
there is no danger, making room for others in the army. 
It is to enlarge the support of a favored aristocratic clase at 
the expense of the people. f Isaac CoHEN, 


WILLAMETTE, OR., April 19, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: I send you by post money order ` 
$3, to pay my subscription to Tug TRUTH SEEKER—the 
most intelligent paper in the world, Iam a German, and 
consequently not- very well at home in the English language. 

Liberaliam hasn’t made much noise in this valley, yet the 
German ponulation are the leading Freethinkers of this 
part of the Pacific Coast. Thomas Paine, Strauss, Voltaire, 
Hume, Humboldt. and hundreds of others of the grandest 
men that ever walked this terrestrial ball, are, by the multi- 
tude of this valley, only known by the name, because the 
good priest condemns them. I never heard a single candid 
man who had read the works of these or other great Infidels 
condemn them. Those who do are always men who don't 
know &ny more about these great lights and their works 
than an ass knows about astronomy. 

*Webfooters ” are in the tight grasp of the '*black coats” 
yet, and they are only too anxious to augment the number of 
their stupidity-perpetuating institutions which they call 
churches. Heinrich Heine said rightly of those church- 
going people, in answer to a friend who had drawn his 
attention to the.sound of the bells of a neighboring church: 


'*' Aye, my triend, those are the bells 
Of the oxen, of the cows, 
Who. with bended heads. are moving 
Towards their murkv stalls.” 


I only wish I could liv long enough to take part in the 
work of tearing down those seats of ignorance and prejudice 
and erect schoolhouses. Tbe millions that the beguiling 
clergy are swallowing &t the present could be profltably 
used in establishing better teachers and seminaries, so that 
our pedazogy would be represented by instructors worthy 
of this country instead of our half-deranged schoolmarma, 
The clergy here monopoiize the school superintending, 
therefore we find enough pretty schoolmarms; but their 
upper story wouldn't even pass a primary examination 
before an impartial judge. Liberals muat make the im- 
When every 


whst will we do.for moral instruction if the church and 
Bible is taken away from us? This is what Christians hav 
asked me on several occasions. Poor deluded human 
beings, looking at the depravity of their hypocritical priest- 


Your old personal friend, who lived near me, passed away | hoood for moral instruction! How many of those priests, 


while you were in prison. 
think the 18th of February. 


I refer to Wm. J. Dennis. I| Catholic or Protestant, dare show their true colors? Every 


week one of those pious Joes givs us the proof that Freelove 


With my best wishes that your health, wealth, and sub-|ig a part of their creed. ‘Can Christians point out such 


scribers may increase ad infinitum, 
lam, very truly, yours, 

Horton, Micu, May 17, 1880. 
Degar Bro. BENNETT: I am some like the poor fellow 


O. W. BARNARD. 


of olden times. } 
to giv, yet I expect a blessing. Please find inclosed $1 
cash for two trial.subscribers. 
is yet plentiful please send me one, for some Christian cuss, 
I fear, has stolen it; at least, I hav never received it. Well, 
J am glad if he only reads it. 


truth. 
take you by the hand and welcome you out of hell and back 
sharpshooters in the already great army of Liberals. I 
am past three-score years. 

'There is a species of Liberalism here that is quite preva- 
willing ones, like myself, are poor. 
truth and the right, as it has been for many years past, 


Hoping for the success of the cause, permit me to write 
myseif, Your friend, Isaac Snyper, M.D. 


Wasuineton, D. C., April 80, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: Upon a proposition recom- 
mended by the Committee of the District of Columbia, Mr. 
Henry 8. Neal, ot Ohio, said, a few days ago, in the House 
of Representatives : We hay exempted from taxation all 
property actually used for religious purposes, but inasmuch 
88 the churches of this district own a great deal of property 
not used for religious purposes, we recommend the same to 
be taxed as any other property. 

Mr. W. M. Springer, of Illinois, the same man who, as 
Chairman of the Committee on Elections bat recently in 
the Washburn-Donnelly case, showed that it is better to 
take than to giv, offered an amendment to exempt all prop- 
erly owned and controlled by churches from taxation, 
which was adopted. I saw Judge Neal immediately after- 
wards, and asked him why his proposition, coming, as it 
did, from the Committee, was not adopted, when this is 
almost universally the case? He said, Í could point out the 
church who defeated this matter. 

Upon the proposition from the same Committee that 
children be compelled by law in this district to attend some 
school twelve weeks in the year (which lias been the law 
here for years), Mr. Bingleton, another Illinois worthy, 
objected seriously, being opposed to compulsory education. 
The matter was up at nighis, when there were not 80 many 


present, and was only readopted because the Republicans | pyre of Mr. Benneit, 


happened to be in the majority. 
J. H. Acklen, from Louisiana, who, from the report of 
S, 8. Cox, did falsely end intentionajly smuggle into the 


to your old post as general-in-chief of the regiment of 


lent, and I st:ll hope to see a League in this place, but the) ail the bloody crimes the book tells of. 


cancer-planters among the leaders of Liberalism? I defy 
the whole of Christendom to do it. 

What amount of moral teaching is stored away in the 
Bibie? It could all be written on one sheet of note paper. 
The bibles of the Hindoos, Persians, etc,, furnish better 


that only arrived at the eleventh hour, and also the widow | more] doctrines—at least more rational—th inti 
I hav arrived late and only hav my mite | Bible. T s rre die Mera, 


The moral laws given by Buddha, Confucius, 
Zoroaster, and our Grecian philosophers are far superior to 


if your edition of May 8th | Jesus, yet these prejudiced Christiana believe they are going 


to tell the Chinese, Hindoos, and others something new 
when they chatter to them about their crucified Savior and 


Perhaps one stray seed may | his teachings, not knowing that those Asiatic race 
- M , | 8 were 
fall where it can take root and bear him an hundredtold of | blessed with their crucified saviors and divine incarnations 


long before Christ. They don’t know that the Chinese and 


I wish I could hav been in New York on the 2d inst., to |tne Persians read those moral laws the Christians are go 


proud of thousands of years before Christ in the original. 
The writings of that cunning priest, Ezra, in the Old 
Testament, and the fraudulent writings of Origen, Sebastian, 


think I can, in a small degree perhaps, appreciate some of | Augustine, aad all the rest of that army of impostors, which 
your sufferings during your trial and imprisonment, for I| are held in such high esteem by the Christians, will not be 


touched by a real moral man with bare hand, I, at least, 
always put on gloves, for fear my hands might get soiled by 
No wonder that 


But I ara proud to call | the crimes the Bible tells us of are repeated in this Chris- 
all Liberals my friends, and my work will be aiways for the | tian world daily. As Christians are compelled to believe in 


the Bible, they consequently are animated to imitate the 
examples their holy book givs them. 

Right here, in this great church.going country, where 
every town of five or six hundred inhabitants bav from six 
to eight church steeples reaching out into the air for mercy, 
not a single session of the circuit court in either. county of 
this valley will pass by without half & dozen divorce, rape, 
or seduction cases. This is what Christians call morality. 

The city of Berlin, Prussia, for instance, with a popula- 
tion of over & million, had, when I left, forty-three 
churches—one church for every twenty-five thousand 
inhabitants, yet such crimes as seduction, rape, etc , are 
unknown ia that city, yet everybody drinks in Berlin, An 
American traveler assures us he never saw a drunken man 
on the streets of Berlin. How does the moral example of 
Berlin speak for Infidelity? 

Every one-horse town in Oregon has & blue-ribbon club, 
still they swarm with drunken men. The young men who 
are members cf those clubs wear the blue ribbon *'to catch 
the girls,’ and the older ones because they hav bccome 
accustomed to hypocrisy. It is common to see our heads 
of families go to the drug store to get the ** vinegar jug” of 
the old woman's filled. 

We also enjoy here that curse of the country—the Young 
Men’s Christian Associ«uon. If Freethought and Liberal- 
ism of the day wouldn’t prevent those Protestant Jesuits, 
we would hav the inquisition in no time. I think that 
wretch, Comstock, the Protestant Inquisitor. General, would 
enjoy nothing better thau to apply the fire-brand to the 
Yours  FIZNER. 


— ly A a 


House à report purporting to be à report of the Committes| W. S Bax lectures in Ottumwa, Iowa, June áth, oth, 
os Foreign Affuira, of which ho was not a member, and and Gb ; Bedford, Jawa, June 14th, 13th, and 18th, 
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Herod and Mariamne. 
. BY ALHAZA. 
* Herod. my love is free. Wild as an evening 
zsphyr. 
Thy noblest thoughts, were my deep passíon's 
rule 
But the pale victim of thy darkest hour, 
Must fly from death, and black oorruption's 
pool." i 


: "Woman, my love is not like gorgeous dream- 
ing, 
One fatal glance, and I was chained to thee. 
Though the earth opened, I would clasp. thee 
closer; 
Nor heaven nor hell could tear thy form from 
me. 


Love is the charm of life; its glorious blooming 
From demons foul thy smile alone can save; 

And the sweet spell that drives away all danger 
Shall hold me still, within the silent grave. 


tf I must fall ’mid battle’s roar and carnage, 

. Would not thy woman's love still closer cling? 

Bay, couldst thou hold another to thy bosom. 
And leave my eorpse a sad déserted thing ? 


Bhrínk not, adored one; I must be thy heaven; 
My heart thy altar, where thy love shall glow; 
For I would hunt thy shade through fiery tor- 
ture, 
Or haunted caves where demons lurk below. 


Iam agod. Death's starry gleaming angel 
Shall lure the lightning from its wonted way. 

Shall rend thy spirit from thy snowy bosom, 
And thou be goddess of the realms of day. 


Yet tis an earthly spell that givs me power, 
As o'er the plain the maddened iion roves, 

My rage is tenderness. my heart is burning; 
The jealous, trembling bosom never loved.” 


" Herod, I faint! Behold yon silvery spirit ! 
He hides thy brow! With fond bewitching 
glee, 
He seeks thy heart with sharp glittering dag- 
gor, 
But soft, impassioned looks he casts on me. 


He will not strike! . O Herod. I hav loved thee; 
But hav not strength to mount thy funeral 
. pyre. 
Oh, take this lovely spirit for thy minlon, 
And he will gently 8eothe thy bosom's ire." 


" False woman, die! Iam the great Messiah ; 
But fondly thou to traitor arms would fly. 
Thy rosy blood shall cool my madness never; 

For Mariamne's love I lived and die!" 


The Gods and Religions 
Ancent and Modern Times, 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes. 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 


Volume I., which treats principally on all 
the Goda of the world, is out. Volume IL, 
which givsafull description of the Religions 
of Ancient and Modern Times, will be out 
in a few weeks. An interesting and in- 
structive work. In cloth, $3 per vol. If 


ordered before July 1st, the two volumes 


for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per vol., 
or $7 for the two volumes. I» Morocco and 
Gilc Edges, $4 50 per vol., or $8 for the two 
volumes. Bent free of postage. 


MACHINERY. 


Hand, Foot, and Power Presses. Die work 
of all kinds. Perforating Dies 
& specialty. 


E. B. STIMPSON, 81 Spruce Bt,, N, Y. 
tJans81. j . 


Correspondence Wanted 
With Liberal and Radical ladies between the 
ages of 23 and 80,by a gentleman in the priine 
of life. Object; To share a humble home anda 
loving heart with a lady that suits. None need 
write who are not thoroughly in earnest on 
this subject, Address stating particulars. 


ATHEIST. 
4'22 Care Truth Seeker office, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Aflirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 


out Comment. 
Revised and Enlarged Edition. 
72 pages. Price, 25 cents, 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St.. N. Y. 
war The Religio- Philosophical Journal pub- 
shes and sells an imperfect, disordered. and 
mangled edition. with alt the typographica: 


errors of the edition of 1260, from which it-was 
pirated by the late 8. 8. Jones. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION, 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of" The Essence of Christianity,” etc. 
Translated from the German, 


Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance. 
Our politics; our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality ot our agel—Zztraat. 


The Truth Seeker, Inne 5, 1880. 


NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


The following valuable Liberal 
Works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seeker:”’ i 


Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBEBGER. 


12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 


This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 
Character of the origin of the religion o: 
ehrist. 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Thelogy, Ete, 


BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefly intended to 


uvhold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 75 cents, 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Eto. 

BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
Ex'ra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


e 
Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 
A concise account of the Christian religion. 


and all the prominent religions before and 
since Christianity. 


[ BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
| Extra cloth, 19mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


LOVE VENTURES. 


A rose tinted record of love in the tropien, 
with strange and startling adventures thereto 
belonging. Price, 50 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $1.00. 


. LJ . e 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 


BY C. G. DAVID. 
Price, 75 cents. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A critical study, By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12mo, 327 pp. $2.00, 


Through Home On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp. . . $175. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects und areeds which untedated the 
formation of the Onristiun church. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting. 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
12mo. 48 pp; paper, 20 cts.; flexible cloth, 35 cts, 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 


BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabbi of the Oongregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris- 
tianity 

This is a very valuable and concise work, and 

states in nlain and unmistakable language the 


reasons why Ohristianity is a failure. Price, 50 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
l OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on ihe Theological Amendment 
„and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E, PECK. 
Paper, 12mo, 63 pages; price, 25 cents, 


theories advanced.—Jewish Times. 


JUST PUBLISHED! 
A New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY, 


"BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 
Graduate of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College 
and the New York Phrenological 


Ynstitute. 


This work is intended both as a chart for the 
use of phrenologists and a text-book for stue 
dents of phrenology. As a chart it will be 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
“LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


. A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH S£EKER. It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but tbe to-be-looked-for outcome 
of um teaching of the Bible. ENNETT 

ce 10 Gents. . M. , 
5 141 Eigbth Street.N, Y. Oitv- 


WHAT IS MONEY? 


found fuller and more complete than any other 

A DEBATE work of its sizə on this subject. Is contains in 

addition to the '' Table of Developments," one 

BETWEEN at .Aflaptation. to Different üreuitsy and one 

of “ Conjuga aptation, ese tables being 

COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL perfectly easy to understand, are calculated to 
N render the work at once both interesiing and 

AND useful] The work contains also full and clear 


descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
functions, health, etc., and all the faculties an 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvement, Ite explanation 
of the principles of phrenology. ete., and its 
other important remarks will be found well 
adapted to tbe needs of students and others 
who may desire to nequirean elementary knowl- 
edge of phrenology with as litile outlay of time 
and labor as possible. In short, thie work will 
be found well adapted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and phrenologieal examiners, 

The work contains 106 pages, with an excellent 
map of the head, showing the locations of all 
the faculties, and is handsomely printed and 
bound, Price, paper, 50 centa; cloth. 76 aante, 

ddress D. M. BENNETT 


price, $1.00 141 Eighth 8*., N. Y. 
Everything that we now deem of antiquity |" DR. HINGET'S NEW BOOK. 


was at on.e time new; and what we now defend “MEDICAL 000] SENSE’ 


by examples will at a future Deriod stand as 
—A 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 


precedonts.— Tacitus. 
—EMBRACING— 


An admirably written, scholarly volume.— XN. 
Y. Graphic. é 

SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 
OAL MARRIAGE, 


He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific. philosophical. 

Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
ound—price $2. It treats of the nature, eset 


amd theological speculations. and evinces a 

‘herough familiarity with most of the modern 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute an 
chronic diseases, It uufolds some of the deep- 


est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, 8: xual relation. 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicat: 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking, Any person sending $1.50 before 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free. Contents table 
sent free for stamp. ; 


DR. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Liberal friends and patients throughout 
the United States and Canadas that he is, as 
usual, treating 


ALL CHRONIO DISEASES, 


DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 8 cents, 
tais office. 


Issues of the Age. 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and sida stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


For ‘sale at 


7 


The &uthor of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought, He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirations.—M. Y. Tribune. 


JUST OUT! 
Another Extraordinary Boek! 
Sixteen Saviors or None; 


OR, and positively curing ninety Dor cont of poso 
i 1 rouounced incurable, aving had over thir 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- Pearse experience, Dr. K, is meeting with m 
al G aie markable success in curing obstinate cases of 
iE un. Spormatorrhæa, Romina Venknoss, Noryons 
- ; ebility, Impotency in bo exes, DBy. 
By KunsseY Graves, of Richmond, Ind. | Paraiysis. Neurolg a, Rheumatism, atarrh. 
Being 2 reply to JOEN T. Perry's ‘‘ Six- Asthma, ronchiiis, Oonsum tion, Disentery, 
i , es, Diseases 0 n neys, Bladder, 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred Genital Organs, and all diseases of women: 


‘and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition, 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work is a review of Kersey Graves’ “ Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Ohristianity and the Bible. 
And Mr.Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy, The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Oourt,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities. one by Ove, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The wirnesses in their cross-examination not 
Only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selves, put condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This teature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn ' state's evi- 


Consultation Free, Address 
T, R. KINGET. M. D., 
$17 Hast 14th Xt.. New York. 
Questions for Invajids free, 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 
DR. FOOTES HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one Year +nd for the AMEBIOAN ILLUSTRAT- 


ED PhoNouNCcING Pooxer DICTIONARY, con- 
taining 30,000 words. 


ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE’S 
HEALTH MONTHLY 


For one year and for a large center-table book 
containing the Oomolete Works of Shakspere! 
Do not forget to send 25 cents to pay postage or 
35 cents if you want it registered. Addr: ss 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING 00., 
199 E Rh at Now Vork oity. 


THE 
Anonymous Hypothesis 
OF 


7 


dence” againat him and testify for Mr. Graves. 3 

And in a dition to. all ihis, Mr, gravos has ited Creation. 

rom many O e ablest authorities of the : . : 
world E gmount wot historical testimony A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
against Mr, Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 

ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- Account. 


dotes illustrative of Mr. 
One reader pronounces it, "A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a zreuse spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the absest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
Work comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 


Perry’s absurdities. 


^ BY JAMES J. FURNISS, 


Cloth; price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth 8t.. N, Y. 


CHRONIC DISEASES. 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leadin 

io rhon are, plaing troatad, by thas einmal 

noka, 

MEDICAL COMMON BENSE — nearly 1.000 
pages, 200 jllustrations -by DR. E. B. FOOTE 
of 120 Lexing'on Ave. N:w York, to whom all 


Philosophy EM 


AND THE n letters, from. fe sick Bhould bo addressed. 
: ; n sue for January 19,1878. Mr, Bennetit's 
Pathologv and Treatment of Tecra Serkun thus svoaks of DR. FOOTE and 
a I his medical publications: " We know him (Dr, 
Mediomania Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
. mn juithe asenranos that koonledgo Habel 
at he is a man ofthe highest incentives an 
TWO LECTURES. motives, whose life has been spent in instruet- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
BY such information as is well calculated to ena- 


ble them to be more healthy, more bappy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women, 
His medical works possess the highest value, 
nnd bavi peen pntroduosd and DUELO read in 
: ; ` undreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
York Free Medical College great benefit they hav derived from the physio- 


for Women. ^ logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
liberty to CONSULT IT8 AUTHOR in person or 
Cjoih; price Fo cents. For sale by tanta table free, NTED. 


has 80 ably imparted. 
Read before the New York Liberel Club, SUTHOR in person à 
by mail FREE. Price of the new Popular Edi- 
a 
, D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth Stn N, y,  UUBBAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 
Professor of Psychological Medicine and 


Purchasers of PLAIN 
March 20 and 27, 1874 tion. by mail, postags prepaid. only $1.50. Oon- 


Qt Truth Seeker, Tane B, 1880. 
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MRS. H. 8. LAKE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
Liberal and Freethought Lecturer 


Will receive calls to lecture before Liberal or 
Roiritualistie societies on moderate terms. 
The following are titles of some of her lectures: 


Infidel Integrity versus Christian Creed. 

Separation of Church and State. : 

The Rpiritual Paitogophy, what it is and what 

8 not. 

The Sunday Question. 

Thomas Paiuv, Patriot and Hero. 

Oríme and its Causes; or, What shall we do 
to be saved 

After Liberalism, What ? 

Life beyond the Grave. 

Jesus Christ, the Reformer. 

The Three Tyrannies. 

The Old Error aad the New Truth. 

The Scientific Aspect of Prayer. eto., etc. 


VOLUNTARY OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


A lecture replete with eloquence.—San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle, s 

She is a powerful advocate of the cause she 

_ has espoused.—San Jose Mercury. 

re. Lake is the best lady lecturer that hes 

. ever appeared before a Portland audience.— 
Portland Oregonian. i 

As a speaker sne is vastly superior to any 
woman we. hav ever heard; for beauty of dic- 
tion, depth of thoughr, and grace in delivery 
she la remarkable.—Salem (Or.) Record. 

She has the power of entrancing her audi- 
ence, and, by her eloquence, commanding the 
rives of those most opposed to her.— Corvallis 

azetie. 

Mre. Lake is.one of the finest orators we hav 
ever listened to. Can hardly be excailed by any 
apesker on tbis coast, either man or woman.— 
Yreka Journal. 

Her eloquenee and masterly style giv evi- 
dence of a highly cultivated mind as wel] as a 
complete combrehension of her subject.—Hure- 
ka\ Nev.) Sentinel, 

Whatever. cause she espouses has in her an 
advocate of more power and brilliansy than is 
usually found on the rostrum, and her infin- 
ence will be felt wherever she goes.—Council 
Bluffs Nonpareil. 

:  Pieasant appearance. graceful carriage, a 
pod eloeutionist, eloquent, using well-chosen 
&nguage to express har ideas.— Clinton Herald. 

. Mra. Lake is a brilliant speaker, finely cul- 

tured, a trained 'elocutionist, and a powerful 
advocate of truth, reason, aud constitutional 
lberty.—1Le Claire Pilot. : 


She mny be addressed, Clinton, Iowa. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOUN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Champagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and left as his 
* Last Will and Testament” to his parjshion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled '" Oom- 
Sense." 

Tie i mt òn from the 
much attention 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 


owerful work, and is attracting 
Liberal public. No 


system has ever been made, not even by Vol-. 


taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Libera) con- 
cerning the book: . 

The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s “Age 
of Reason "i8 mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire’s “Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav done a virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so well. 
a JAMES PARTON. 

1.50; paper, $1.00. 

ENN HTD tar ierarh Rt. N. Y. 


FAMILY OREEDS, 


BY 


WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
Author of “EXETER 
HALL,” “HEATHENS OF THE 


HEATH,” ete. 

To any who hav read either of this 
favorite Liberal writer’s other ro- 
manoes, it only need be said that this 
468 pp. 


. cloth, 
Fries; loth, 


is not inferior to them. 
In cloth, $1.25. 


For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y. 


ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, 


Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural Address 


and the famous articles of 
Prof. Tyndall ana Sir Henry Thompson 
ON PRAYER. : 


With Portrait and Biographical Sketch of 
Prof, Tyndal. And opinions of his ser- 
vices by the eminent scientist, Prof. 

H. HELMHOLTZ. 

Paper, 12mo, 105pp., 25 cts; cloth, heavy 
tinted paper, 50 cts. Inaugural and por- 
‘trait only, 12mo, paper, 69pp., 10 cts. 
Prof. Tyndall has inaugurated a new era in 

scientific development, and has drawn the 

sword ima battle whose ciash of arms will 
presently resound through the civilized world. 

—N. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 

Prof. Tyndal! Orosses the Rubicon.—Itis the 
opening address of the president of the most 
important convention of scientific men in the 
worid, Every line of it breathes thought, 
power, eloquence. It is in many respects one 
of the most extraordinary; utterance of our 

‘tima-—W. Y, Tribung, 


SOCIALISM. 


A REPLY TO 
ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D. D, 
BY AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST. 
12mo, 67pp., 25 cts. ; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
celyes a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall. It is against his 
Dassiveness that **Socialist” cries out. Is there 
no help for the miserable? he asks. The doc- 
trine that government should merely “protect,” 
he attacks, and insists that it should ' assist," 
also, While he does not believe that ‘ property 
is robbery,” or wholly subscribe to “the world 
owes me a living,” he affirms "the world owes 
me a chance to make a living.”—N, Y. Herald. 


A BUSINESS MAN'S RELIGIOUS 


AND SOCIAL VIEWS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 206pp. Price $1. 


The author's conception of & possible future 
Hfe on this earth is really eloquent and beauti- 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see 
what a philanthropic business man has to say 
upon the social problem, from a poor man’s 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the book. The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals ' Society” in all its ramifica- 
tions of corruption and inhumanity; his ear- 
nest and manly plea for the social regeneration 
of the lower classes—will, unless we are much 
mistaken, make the book the best-abused and 
best-liked production of the day by these two 
classes respectively.—Oritical Review. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 
IBON-CLAD SERIES. 


0. 
1. Atonement. Charles Bradlaughb......... OF 5 
2. Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake. 6 
7. Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Muller... 10 


8. Religlon of Ínhumanity. F. Harrison... 20 
9. Bolarion of Witeherartto Religion. Ly- 
BU], oe ccc ene e en e nore vccennsoestanccecnteseas IG 
13. Essay on Miracles. David Hume........ 10 
14 Land Question. Oharles Bradlaugh..... 6 
16. Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 


Oharles Bradiaugh................. 5 


5 


16. Why do Men Starve? Oharles Brad- 


augh, 
17. Logic of 


0, - 
[n TEE i 
: 96. Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. O. Watte...«.. esee 
28. Thoughts on Atheism, A. Holyoake..... 
29. ls there a Morat Governor of the Uni- 
ver8e A. Holyoake,................ 
90. Philosophy of Secularism. O. Watts..... 
31. Has Man a Soul? Oharles Bradlaugh... 
88, Is there a God? Oharles Bradiaugh..... 
39. Labor’s Prayer, Oharies Bradlaugh..... 5 
40, Poverty; Its Cause and Cure, .G. H. 
42. Science and Bible Antagonistic. O. Watts, 
43, Danaea Scheme cf Redemption. ©, 
BUB. eere eerte e te cc ccces atetecatatens 
44, Logie of Death; or, Why should the 
Atheist Fear to Die. G.J. Holyoake, 10 
47, Poverty: Ita Effeots on the Political Oon- 
gition of the People, Oharles Brad- 
BUH, ......- 


MANNA SERIES. 


3. New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh, 
5. 200 Questions Without Answers..... "FERRO 
6. Diaiogue Between a Ohrlatian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin....-. roodo: 10 
7, Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bish- 
ops ny a Weak but Zeslous Christian. 10 
8. Rear. fter Heaven and Hell. A. Hol- 
yoake.:...:...- TP 
9. New Life of Jonah. Obarles Bradlaugh. 6 
19. A Few Words About the Devil. 
PBrndlaugh........-.-.-- "PPP TERM 
. New Life of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh, 6 
. Daniei the Dreamer. A. Holyo&ke...... 10 
. Specimen of the Bible: Esther. A. Hol- 
YORKE, «202 ee rere rrt erret no cte JO 
. Acts of the Apostles: A Farce, A, Hol- 
yOBK0..-.. eene enne Inneres 10 
15. Ludicrous Aspects of Ohristianity. A 
Holyoake 10 
16. Twelve Apostles, Charles Bradlaugh.. 
1T. Who me Jesus Ohrist? Oharles Brad- 
Ehlers seasetess . 
18. What Did Jesus Teach? Oharles Brad- 
augh.....-....-en n III 
19, N SW Lite of Abraham, Charles Brad- 
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20. New Fire of Moses. Obarles Bradlaugh. 
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The Best on this Theme Yet. 
«AN ESSAY ON THE BIBLE 


NARRATIVE OF CREATION.” 


By Augustus R. Grote, A.M. 


The Boston Qommonweallh says: It is a ra. 
tionalistic examination of the scripture ac» 
Gount, with & conclusion that the literal teach- 


-| ing of the theory is injurious to the mind, as it 


proves an impediment to intellectual advance- 
ment.. 
The Boston Zraveler says: He has given s 
clear, yet condersed, criticism from the liter- 
ary and scientific points of view. An eloquent 
and forcible protest against the tyranny of 
dogma. He endeavors to show that all efforts 
to reconcile science with a literal interpreta- 
tion of the account of Genesis must only end in 
confusion. aw 

The Popular Science Monthly says: The dis- 
erepancies between thetwo accounts are very 
fully indicated, and the different points of view 
from which they were written explained... . 
Interesting Ghapters fo.low on the myths of the 
old world,. which resemble those of Genesis. 
: The book is characterized by directness of 
argument, and the best material has been dili- 
gently used. , . . Tae arch@rlogist and 
philologist will fad many new points in the 
book, which is noteworthy for its addliions to 
ie n well as E itp dienen vo literary 
taerits, Paper 40 conte, or rala by 

? D. M. BENNETT, 
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‘| the elaborate work here named, the prepara- 


'of Reason, 


READ THIS LIST 


| OF 
STANDARD WORKS. 
Published by D. M. BENNETT, 


141 Eighth St., New York. 


he World's Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers, By D. M. DENNETT, 
Editor of THE 'inuTER BEEKER. Octavo; 
second edition; enlarged and revised. Being 
the biographies &nd important doctrines of 
the most distinguished teachers, philoso- 
phers, reformers, innovators, founders of 
new schools of thought and religion, disbe- 
lievers in current theology, and the deepest 
thiakers and most active humanitarians of 
the world, from Menu down through the 
succeeding three thousand years to our own 
time. Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4; mo. 
rocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

The Champions of the Church: 
Their Crimes and Persecations. By 
D. M. Bsnnetrr. Biographical sketches of 
eminent Christians, from the time of the 
reputed founder of Christianity to the 
present. A companion book to ‘The 
World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” 
Containing a correct history of the distin- 
guished ornaments and diabolical characters 
of the church. A full account is given of 
the bloody wars which Christianity bas in- 
humanly waged to spread its rule. It also 
givesa history of Jesuitism for three centu- 
ries. The whole is based upon Christian 
authorities. Price, cloth, @33 leather, $4: 
“morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Analysis of Religious Belief. By 
VISCOUNT AMBERLEY, son of Lord John 
Russell, who was twice Premier of England. 
Complete, from the London edition. This 
remarkable work has attracted unusual atten- 
tion in England. It is the work of a brilliant 
young lord of Christian parents, who was 
brought up in the Christian faith, but who, 
upon investigation and reflection, became & 
decided unbeliever; the result of which is 


tion of which occupied him several years. 
Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. : 
The Great Works of Thomas 
Pzine, Complete. New edition. The 
cheapest and best ever sold. Contains Life 
of Pairf®; hia theological writings—the Age 
Examination of Prophecies, 
Reply to_ Bishop Llandaff, Letter to Mr. 
Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter to Camille 


Jordan, Of the Religion of Deism ; his po.. 


litical Writings—Common Senge, The Crisi: 
(Nos. I. to XVI, inclusive), and The Right 
of Man. All in one octavo volume, with t 
fine steel portrait of Paine. Oloth, $3; 
leather, $43 morocco, gilt, $4.50.. 

Supernatural Religion: An Ñn- 
quiry into the Reality of Divine 
Revelation. Decidediy the ablest work 
in this line ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
terest than this. It was issued anonymous!5, 
and the great inquiry was, ‘‘ Who ig the 
author ?" It is most damaging to the claims 


of Christianity, and its positions and state-- 


ments have never been refuted by the clergy. 
It is very scholarly, and enters into the ex. 
amination of the original Greek in detail and 
with great exactness. Three 8vo volumes in 
one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 
which sells at $15.00. The London Times, 
in speaking of this great work, uses this lan 
guage : ** No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 
and effect on the thinking part of the com- 
munity as this work. It has done more to 
open ihe eyes of the ignorant and eredulous, 


and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and. 


superstition, than any other book.” Pub 
lished complete in a volume of 1,000 pages, 
with afullindex, at the following low prices: 
Cloth, $4; leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, 
$5.50. 

- Nature's Revelations of Charac. 
ter; or, Physiognomy AXliustrateg, 
Being the morai and Volitive dispositions of 
mankind as manifested in the human form 
and countenance. By Josera Simms, M.D. 


This work is the fruit of twenty years’ dili 


gent observation of nature, and presents a 
new and complete analysis and classification 
of the powers of the human mind and body, 
together with the physiognomical signs by 
which every faculty is disclosed. In one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 260 
cuts. Price, cloth, $33 leather, $45 mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Paine’s Theological Works. In 
one volume, Comprising Age of Reason, Ex- 
amination of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop 
Llandaff, Letter to Mr. Eskine, Essay on 
Dreams, Of the Religion of Deism, ete., 
with a Life and fine steel portrait of Paine. 
Cloth, $1.50. 

Paine’s Political Works, In one 
volume, comprising Common Sense, The 
Crisis (Nos. I. to XVI. inclusive), The Rights 
of Man, and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait, Cloth, $1.50. 

The Age of Reason. By Tuomas 
Pam. Large type. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
$0 cents. 

The Age of Reason and the Ex- 
amination of Prophecies By Thom- 
as PAINE. Luazge type, Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 73 cents. 

Common Sense. By THomas Pare, 
His first and most important poiical work. 
Paper, A& cente. 


Revelations of Antichrist 


CONCERNING 
Christ and Christianity. 


" This volume gives ug mountains of evidence 
that the Christ of the Bible was never born, 
never crucified, never died, . . It contains 
more deep researches into the far back pages 


of antiquity than any volume I ever read 


ÁNTIOHRIST proves from history that James 
Kepha /Oephas, alias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Ohristian era, and so did Jesus 
Ohrist—indeed, many Obrists and many by [e 
name of Jesus, . , In-my precious collection. 
of Liberal works I hav placed this jast valuable 
acquisition first and foremost of alg 
MINA D. SLENKER, 

The book contains 446 pages. with a very full 

Index and table of contents. Price. $2.00. 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
Davs in Athens. 


Being the Translation of a Greek Mas, dis. 


covered in Herculaneum. . 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Containing a copy of the head of Epicurus, 
Price 18 conta. For sale by ` 
D. M.BENNETT, 
141 ath straet. New York. N.¥. 


Six Lectures on Astronomy, 
By Pror. RIOHARD A. PRooroR, f 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city, in the winter of 1875-6,and were re 
orted honogra hically expressly for TER 
BUTH SEEKER isg M. B. Gonteharoff. This 
ig the most popu ar course of Lectures ever dee 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents. , 
The titles of the Lectures are: 
Growth of Worlds i 
Life and Death of Worlds, 
Other Worlds than Ours. 
Other Buns than Ours. 
The Great Mysteries of tho Universe, 
igion and Astronomy, 


D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth at.. N. Y. 


LECTURES OF 


R. G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION. 


Paper Covers. . 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures.” 


a dun enr er 
Price, 60 cents. fies aid Hors 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures.” 


NTENTS.—" The Ghosts,” " Libe t . 

and ohid ” * Decláration of Tnd onai 
Farming in Ilinois," “ Speech at Oln. 
cinnati,” "The Psst Rises Before Me Like a 
Price 50 cents. 


CONTE: 
Paine,” 
esies.” 


Photographs of Mr, Ingersoll. by Sarony, the 


prices: 


Imperial, or large 88... ..«...« 40 cents, 
Photo, or card 826............. 20 cents. 
Life-size lithograph, 21x91. ..... 50 cents. 


Postage paid. 
Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t., New York. 


JUST ISSUED. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK, 


Oontaining nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice, It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and wlll be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing, 
MURBAY HILL PUBLISHING CO 
199 Raat. 28th Straat. N. Y 


W. S. Bell’s Lectures. 


1. Thomas Paine. 
2, Jesus Christ. 


1. Mell, and Persecution. 
2. What Has Freethought to Of- 
fer in Place of Christianity ? , 

3. Revivals of Religions. 


PRESS NOTICES. 


Be is a good speaker, a perfect gentleman, 

scholar, and well acquainted with the subjects 
on, which. be speaks.—ONE OF HIS AUDINNOE, 
in '' Ipswich Ohronicle.” 


Mr. Bellis & profound thinker &nd an elo- 
quent speaker. His points are clear and dis- 
tinct. and he does not fail to convince—" Huli's 
Orucible.” 


Mr. Bell ia a gentleman of fine scholarly at- 
tainments and a very pleasing Bpeaker.—''Ban- 


ner of Light.” 


Mr. Bell is a pleasing sperker, polite to oppo- 
nents, but. of course, radical in his views.— 
“Marietta Register.” ' . 

Bro. Bell ts a first-class speaker, and handles 
his subjects ín a masterly manner.—Mas. FRANK 
KOEHNE, in “Boston Investigator." 

He is a gentleman of recognized superior 
ability not only as a public speaker, but in the 
use of his pen.—" New Bedford Signal.” 

For terms, etc., address 
W. S. BELL, 


No. 73 Fourth Bt, New BEDFORD, Mass. 
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THE more we read of the history of past 
ages. the more we observe the signs of our own 
times, the more do we feel our hearts filled 
and swelled up by a hope for the future des- 
tinies of the human race.— Macaulay. 


TaULY&thinking man is the worst enemy the 
Prince of Darkness can hav; every time such à 
one announces himself I doubt notth.re runs 
a shudder through the nether empire, and new 
emissaries are trained, with new tactics, to, if 
possible, trap him and hoodwink and handeuff 
him.— Carlyle. d 


IT argues a narrow and corrupt nature to lose 
sight of the general and lasting consequences 
of rare and virtuous energy in the brief acci- 
dents which accompany its first movements—to 
set lightly by the emancipation of human reason 
from a legion of devils, in our complaints and 
lamentations over the loss of à herd of swine.— 
Coleridge. 


I mav no respect for that philosophy which 
ascribes all the world’s follies or misbeliefs to 
the inventive genius of bad mən, either in 
ehureh or state. Priests did not invent relig- 
ion: they did not fashion gods out of pure air; 
out of wanton ambition and lust of power they 
hay not constructed our enslaving theologies. 
—S. H, Morse. à 


Bots Charles himself and his creature Laud 
while they abjured the innocent badges of pop- 
ery, retained all its worst vices—a compete sub- 
jection of reason to authority. a weak preference 

of form to substance, a childish passion for 
mummeries, an idolatrous veneration for. the 
priestly character, and above all merciless in- 
tolerance.—Macaulay. 


HERETIOS must all be daft. 
They dinna think as we dae; 
Heretics mun all be blind, 
They dinna see as we 86e. 
In matters holy and divine 
Inquiry’s out of season; 
BInee fnith is all the Lord demands, 
It’s foolishness to reason. —Burns, 


CoNSOIENOE is not to be followed because we 
considerit useful or conduciveto our own hap- 
piness. Buppose we were transferred to some 
outpost of creation, where flends reigned and 
where we could only be comfortable and happy 
by submitting to their wills and executing their 
behests, to rebel and bear the consequences 
would be nobler than to obey and liy.— Anon. 


THE fear o' hell’s a hangman’s whip. 
To hold the wretch in order; 

But where ye feel your honor grip, 
Let that aye be your border ; 

Its slightest touches, instant pause. 
Debar all side pretenses ; 

And resolutely keep its laws, 


Unocaring consequences. — Burns. 


Fok the structure that we raise, 
: Time is with materials filled ; 
Our to-days and yesterdays 
Are the blocks with which we bulld, 


Build to,day, then, strong and sure, 
With & firm and ample base; 
And ascending and secure 
Bhall to-morrow find its place, 
—Longfeliow. 


Burnp mouths! that scarce themselves know 
how to hoid 
A sheep-hook, or hav learned aught else, the 
least, 
That to the faithful herdsman’s art bslongs! 
What recks it them ? what need they ? they are 
sped; , 
And when they list, their lean and flashy songs 
Grate on their scranne) pipes of wretched 
straw; 
The hungry sheep look up and are not fed, 
But swollen with wind and the rank mist they 
draw, 
Rot inwardly and foul contagion spread. 
— Milton. 
BECAUSE a thing has objectionable features in 
it is no reason for its condemnation. but we 
should rather foster its good tendencies and 
work zealously for the elimination of the evil 
ones. Weshould not decry marriage, but seek 
to purify, ennoble, and elevate men and 
women so that tbey will love and practice 
thetrue and good in marriage and out of it. 
Teach them not from the false standpoint of 
imaginary good to be won kereafter, but from 
the sound foundation of here and now. Love, 
human, earthly, mortal, “dying” love, is the 
world's greatest boon. For this kingdoms hav 
been lost and won, and all man holds dear be- 
side bas been only too gladly sacrificed, and 
always will bs, Are, E. D. Slenkgn, 


"TocToR,I feel sig all ofer, und de beebles 
dell me I petter dake your fissicks.” Chemist: 
"Allright, sir. Will you take a dose of salts or 
some pills?” ‘ Vell. vat it costs for saulds ?” 
“Three pence, sir,” ''Und how mooch for dem 
bills?” “Pl giv you a dose for the same 
price," " Toctor, you doud got no second-hand 
fisicking bills, ain’t you?" 


A JEWELER- hung & watch in his window and 
labeled it: “Look at this watch for ten dol- 
lars ;” and the unsophisticated gentleman from 
Africa, who stared at the article, and then 
went in and wanted the ten dollars, had to 
get down on the floor with the jeweler, and roll 
over and under him & number of times, before 
he could be made to understand t :at he could 
not hav any ten dollars for looking at the 
watch. 


“GEM’LEN,” said the old man as he got his 
legs under him, “a pusson who labors under 
de ideah dat he am foolin’ de world will sooner 
or later git de grand laff. A pusson can deceive 
de public for a few days or a few weeks, but as 
soon as de fraud am exposed he am a gone 
coon. You may stand yer hats ober on yer 
ears, hang out yer brass watch chains, an’ puff 
away at yer cheap cigars, but de majority of 
men will see right frew you like a buzz saw 
choppin’ up cheese. What we am we am, an’ 
let us b’ar in mind de solemn faqk dat whi'le 
skim milk has its value ‘an’ its uses, it won’t 
make ice cream nor deceive de babies,” 


TRE other day alady, accompanied by Ber 
80n, & very small boy, boarded a train at Little 
Rock. The woman had a careworn expression 
hanging over her face like a tattered veil, and 
many of the rapid questions asked ‘by the boy 
were answered by unconscious sighs, 

" Ma," said the boy, "that man's like & baby; 
ain't he?" pointing to a bald-headed man sit- 
ting just in front of them. 

* Hush.” 

“Why must I hush?” 

After a moment’s silence: " Ma, what the mat- 
ter with that man’s head ?”” 

“ Hush, I tell you. He's bald.” 

* What's bald?" 

“ His head hasn't got any hair on it?" 

“ Did it come off ?" 

** I guess 80,” 

"Will mine com» off?” 

* Sometime, maybe,” 

" Then I’ll be bald, won't I?” 

'' Yes." 

** Will you dare?” 

" Don’t ask 80 many questions," 

After another silencethe boy exclaimed: 
look at that fly on that man’s head." 

"1f you don’t hush I'll whip you when we get 
home,” 

"Look! There’s another fly. Look at ‘em 
fight; look at ’em!” 

"Madam," sald the man, putting aside a 
newspaper and looking around, “ what's the 
matter with that young hyena ?" 

The woman blushed, stammered out some- 
thing, and aitempted to smooth back the boy's 
hair. 

“One fly, two flies, three flies.” said the boy 
innocently, following with his eyes a basket of 
oranges carried by the newsboy, 

" Here, you young hedge-hog,” said the bald- 
headed man. "If you don't husb, I'll hav the 
conductor put you off the train.” 

The poor woman not knowing what else to do 
boxed the boy's ears &nd then gave bim an 
orange to keep him from crying, 

" Ma, hav I got red marks on my head?" 

‘Dll slap you again, if you don'thush." 

“ Mister," said the boy, after a short silence, 
“does it hurt to be baid- headed ?” 

" Youngster,” said the man, “if you'll keep 
quiet I'll giv you a quarter.” 

The boy promised, and the money was paid 
over. 

The man took up his paper and resumed his 
reading. 

"This is my bald-headed money,” said the 
boy. “ When I get bald-headed I'm going to 
giv boys money. Mister, hav all bald-headed 
men got money?” 

The annoyed man threw down the paper, 
arose and exclaimed: “ Madam, hereafter when 
you travel leave that young gorilla at home. 

Hitherto I always thought that the old 
Drophet was very cruel for calling the she- 
bears to kill children for making sport of his 
head, but now I am forced to believe he dida 
Christian act. If your boy had been there 
he would hav died first. If I can’t get anoth- 
er geat on this train Pll ride on the cow-catcher 
rather than remain here." 

“The bald-headed man ia gone,” said the 
hoy, and the women leaned tack and blew a 


"Ma, 


| tired sigh from har jing, 
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68, The Devils Due-Bills : john Byphers 3 EMI "er reg d ior reos eiva ya orth 
i . 3 ul practice, either Ww. 

64, The Ills We Endure—their Cause and Oure, i tnt mes the price ofthe hook, Round in Fronoh 

. M. a eloth : orice o . ost- . 

5. Short Sermon. Bo: 2. Rey. Theologieus, D.D. 9 e London Punde sage: "NO POSOD. ould 
. God Idea in History. H. B. Brown, 6 | be without this valuable book. The author isa 

67. Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets No. 2, 5 | noble benefactor.” 

68, Buth 8 [dea of Heaven and Mine. Susan e a illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of . 

69, Missionaries. Mrs. E. D. Blenker. The author refer e 

70. Vicarious Atonement, J. 8. Lyon. $ FISHER Posehn W PUSNGEP HAM ORB 

71. Paine's Anniversary. C. A., Oodman, 8 | President; W. PAINE. M.D.; 0.8, GAUNTT 

Ta. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, D, M.D. ; H, J, DOUCET, M.D. ; R. H. KLINE, M.D.: 

uM S PM 2|J.R. HOLCO AB, M.D.; N. E LYNCH, M.D.:and 
Fo ndal 18. J n arp ers. 3| M. R. O'CO: NELL, M.D.. faculty of the Phila- 

n. Daniel in he | dons en. Bennett, 4|delohia University of Medicine and Surgery; 

ig Ba vd aene F B J 10 | and also Hon, P. A. BISSELL, M.D., President 
y ply ri 8 F. Brown, D. M, Beon- : of the National Medical Association. 

71, The Fear of Death. D. M, Bennett, "No 4Bulfüneh t, : 

78. Ohristmas and Christianity, D.M.Bennett, 5| Ban Mis NO stroet MEAL 


19. The Relationship of Jesus, Jeh ; 
e Virgin Mary. W. E. Oolemamr' And 5 
9. Address on Paine’s 189th Birthday. Ben. 


nett. 
81, Hereafter,or the Half-way House, John 


ypners. 
82, Christian Courtesy. Bennett, 
t$, Revivalism Examined. Dr, A, G. Hum- 


phrey. 

84. Moody's Sermon on Hell Rev. J.. 
DPA ion Rito and Mind. B 

86, An Enquiry about God's Bons, "o 1 

87, Freethought Judged by its Fruits. B, F. 


es David Gods Peculiar F 

5. David.God's Peculia 

3 LB Blonker. r 2 Mrs. E, á 
. Logic of Prayer. arle 

90. Biblo-Mania. Otter Oordan neon: 

91. Our Ideas of God. B. F. Underwood. 

92. The Bible; is it Divinely Inspired? Dr. 


. Arter, 
93. Obtaining Pardon f 
irs ead rdon for Sins. Hudson 


94, The New Raven. Will Cooper, 
95. Jesus Ohrist. D. M. Bennett, 1 
96, Ichabod Orane Papers. 1 
97. Special Providences. W. 8. Bell. 3 
98. Snakes. Mrs. Elmina D. Sienker. 3 
99. Do the Works of Nature prove a Ore- 
100. ioth Anniver: t Th $ 
00. 10 nniversary o: oma e 
101, Birtbday. Bennett et ais, B Paises 5 
102, The Old Religion and the New. W. 8, 
1 
2 
0 


ell. 
108. Does the Bible Teach us all we Know 
Bennet. ` 


net. 

‘104, Evolution of Israel's God. A. L. R 
105. Decadence of Ohristianity. o Rawson, E^ 
106. Franklin, Washington and Jefferson Un- 

believers, Bennett. 3 
107. The Safe Side. H. B. Brown, 5 
108. The Holy Biblea Historical Humbug. 
i i H. zreston. Üni 2 

9, Invocation to the Universe, Bepn 
nh e to golon-iae amortean. ennett 1 
112, Sensible Sermon, Rev. M. J. S; 
11$, Come to Jesus, Benne't ioc A 
114. Where was Jesus born? Preston 1 
115. The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett 2 
116, The Sunday Question. " 2 
117. Constantine tue Great. Preston : 
118. The Irrepressible Conflict between Chris- 
tianity and Civilization. Beil 

119. Toe New Faith. Stoddard s 
129. ''he New Ane. el 
121. Inzersoll’s Review of his Reviewers 
122. ee Religions of tho World, Ben- 


ne 1e 
123. Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll’s Rap] 

the New York Observer "T io 
124, Sinful Saints. Bennett 10 
125. German Liberalism, Clara Neymann 2 
126. Urimes aud Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 

der woo 

. Tyndall on Man's Soul 
- Who was Jesus Ohristi? Coleman 
. Tbe Ethics of Batigion. Clifford 
. Paine was Junius. W. H, Burr 
i My Bolieions Boitet: me E. Gibson 
oe Authority of the Bible. ader 
134. Talks wlth tbe Evangaliats woad 
135, Is there a Future Lite ? 
136, Torquemada and the Inquisition, Ben- 


nett 
127, Oariatlan Love, C, T. James 
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12. Evolution Teaches neither Atheism nor 
Materialism. R.8. Brigham, M.D, 5 
13. Nibble at Mr. Jobn Fiske’s Crumb for 
the Modern Symposium, T 
Discount on one dollar's worth 10 percent off 
on two dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars 
worth, 40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. 
8 few oras many of any given kind may be 
Ordered ag danalrad. 


KNOW THYSELF! 


THE untold miseries that re- 
f sult from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 


UN L A Yor, S Ex- 
austed virally, nervous and physical debility, 


] dis- 
eases requiring skill and ex- 


perience, THYSELF 
GREENBACK-LABOR CHRONICLE 


Hon. F, M. Foca, Founded by SOT, 

Cot. J. H. Broop,  Ev'ns. | OBASK in 194. 
HE Oldest, Livest, Cheapest,Greenback-Labor 
Journal in the country. 

Devoted to the interests of labor, the econom- 
ical and just distribution of the products of 
labor, and a scientific financial system—one 
that will not rob labor to enrich idleness. 

PLATFORM. 


1 The United S ates paper dollar to be the 
unit of value, bearing this imprint: United 
States Money~One Doliar. Receivable for pub- 
lic dunes and legal tender for private debts. 

2. The im mediate payment of the bonded debt 
according to ‘he rigbt reserved to pay it before 
maturity by Section 3693, Revised Statutes, U. S, 

3, Government loans to the people through 
states. counties, cities, and towns, to be paid, 
after five years, in twenty annual installmente, 
a. per cent qor annum ps bl 

» Government conduc: of public trans - 
tion and telegraphs. P porte 

5, Government aid to homestead settlors. 

6. Universal adult suffrage. 

7. Abolition of legal debts. 

8, Abolition of the death-penalty by U. S, law, 
and the substitution of refor matory labor for 
punishment by imvrisonment for crime. 

A large 8-pave, 66-column paper, $2.00 a yerr 
in advance, Every yeariy subscriber receiv g 
his ^r har choices in five elegant atest plate a - 
gravings, the retail price of which is $2.00 to 4310 
onn: sau. BLOOD & CO.. Auburn. Me, P. į = 

ane: 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 
A NOVEL. 


By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East,” “ Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
buck and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings,—Pall Mall Gazeite. 


Power. eloquence, and origivality charactor- 
ize ** Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very Gnd 
usua! among modern novels, —Ilusirated Lon. 
don News, 


An independent and respectable stu n 
character in the law of circumstance Sud "d 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own, Ir is really an artistic composition, 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob. 
truded, on the canvas.~ Weaiminsier Review, 


D. M, BENNETT, Publisher, 14] Eighth Bta N.Y 


Vol. 7. No. 24, 


CUZSLESELE£ WISZXEI&LX 
BY D, Xi. BENNER, 


j 


New York, Saturday, June 12, 1880. 


SCIENCE IALL, 121 8th 5t, 
NEAR BROADWAY, 


| $3 per Year. 


Notes and Clippings. 


Mr, BEECHER discoursed on “Sincerity” on 
Sunday, Now let Mr. Talmage discourse on 
` Modesty,” and then let Barnum engage them 

oth. : 


Jews, Mussulmans, and Christians now liy 
'in harmony in Palestine, and a non-Mussul- 
man seldom suffers ia aüy.respeet on account 
of his creed. Tre lion and the lamb lio down 
‘together, 


Av THE BREAKFAST TABLE.—" Guess I]] take 
Some more steak, as I hav to preach.” “Guess 
Til brace up a little, too," replied Jenvey, pass- 
{ng his plate for another gection of meat; “I’ve 
Kot to listen,” 


A Vassar College girl read a paper to prove 
that Phtholognyrrh spelled Varner, Hor argu. 
ment wss that.phth, as in rkthisic, is T; olo, a8 
An colonel, is tr} ga, as in gnat, ia n; yrrh, as 
la myrrh, fs er, 


Ganiparpr, who is in excellent health, is at 

. bresent repairing and enlarging his house on 

the island of Caprera, Tho enlargement is 

made in vlew of his rezent marriage with the 
nureo cf bis children, Wig is 


. Tite daily Truth world like to know whether 
the “trifling” diffsrenca between the religion 
of Hall, Beecher & C», and that founded.by the 
homeless Nez wene has really anything to do 
with the "alarming spread of Infldelity.” 


THe Rey. James M. Mason was sentenced in 
Fioyd county, Virginia, to hav eleven lashes ap- 
plied to his back and to be confined in the couh- 
ty jail until a fine of $26.53 is paid. His crime 
was obtaining goods under false pretenses, 


ruth has & column of ' What Truth would 
Hike to see.” Here is a sample: Bob Ingersoll 
‘preach in Trinity churcb, and Dr. Dix lecture 
inatheateron Sunday evening. John Kelly 
pomo, figurativly, Anthony Comstock, ac- 
ually. 


A DEMURE, diminutiv girl, aged eighteen, is 
under arrestin Philadelphia for bigamy. She 
has three living husbands, all of whom sbe has 
married within two years, When asked why 
she had done this, she said: "Thoy were all 
Wood fellowes, and thoy coax3d me 80." 


THE Rey, Mr, Bowden of the Reformed Pres» 
"byterlan church, has been having, and is stil), a 
serious quarrel, both in the civil and ecclesias= 
tical courts, with his church brethren oh inat- 
ters spirituah Great bitterhogs of feeling has 
been engendered. How these good saints do 
love one another, to be sure | 


Tene isaman at Luray, Virginia, who be. 
eame convinced, when young, that kissing was 
wicked. because Christ was betrayed with a 
kiss. He resolved never to kiss anybody. He 
has been marrled twenty years, and is the 
father of eleven children, but has never kissed 
his wife or one of his offspring, 


Some bounds should be prescribed for the 
action cf Mc, Comstock as a public censor of 
Hterary Action. His functions seem to be so 
iil-defined that it is impossible to hav them 
clearly designated, He is proceeding to cx. 
trewities which may involve the necessity of 
suppressing the suppressor. News, 


Tur Rey. James M. Sherwood, publisher of 
the Presbyterian Quarterly and Prinecton Review, 
has been defeated in a suit brought by his 
daughter-in-law, Mahalia O. Sherwood. He is 
charged with breach of trust and peculation in 
eondueting the business of his deceased son, 
by which the widow was deeply injured. 


Tre Rev. George B. Young. pastor of the Ray 
Methodist Episcopal church, Indianapolis, 
wrote to Brother Patterson as follows: “If you 
still keep coming to church, and continue your 
quarreling, you will hav to experienca a pro- 
6e8:; namely, tar and feathers.” Brother Pat- 
{erson called a meeting to consider tho matter, 
and before it was over the two men had a vio- 
jent fight with cha!rs, . 

ONSE of the withered, or nearly withered, sen- 
gations of the season is the British Balvation 
Army, which came over with a flourish of mete- 
phorical trumpets, and terrible as an arm y wiih 
B banner; its bistory is suggested tn the typi- 


other than a presidential year ; at all events, the 
Salvation Army is less a sensation now than 
the army worm. 


Tux Golos says that from April 231 to Sept. 
34, of last year there were sent from the Mos- 
cow Cantril Prison £o Siberia over 11,060 pris- 
oners. All of them went by the Nijny-Novgor- 
od overland route, Over 10,000 were exiled for 
various term?, and 106 ware condemned to hard 
labor inthe Siberian mines. These prisoners 
were transported from Moscow by rail, the 
prisoners’ train, carrying from 200 to 809 per: 
Sona, leavin& the élty every Monday, e 


“Long” JOHN WENTWORTH Is one of the tall- 
est men in America. Col Ingersoll is also tall 
and large, They met at the Chicago O.nvention 
last Sunday, and the Colonel opened the con- 
versation by saying, " Well, Mr. Wentworth. we 
are almost of a sid," .'' Yes," replied Went- 
worth, "the only difference between us 1s that 
you are agalnst.Gcd and Grant, and I'm for 
both,” "“Thst’s true,” said Ingersol), " end Ill 
bet a hundred dollars that they are both beat- 
er.” 


WinLIAM Bripass, of Greencastle, Ind., was 
asked to contritu'e towards building a Meth- 
odist church: Heisa Universalist; and he said 
that he would giv $100 on condition that a Uni- 
versalist clergyman should be allowed to 
preach three sermons in the new edifice, The 
t ffer was accepted and the money paid. The 
Rev. Mr. Curry preached the first of the Uni- 
versalist discourses, and improved the oppor- 
tunity to violently assaf) orthodox Christian- 
ity. The congregation was horrified, and on 
the following day the officers tried to compto- 
mize With Bridges by returning the $100, but he 
declared that the bargain must be consummat- 
ed, and the two remaining sermons are to be 
given. 


In “what Truth would like to know," we hav: 
What special tortures will be invented for Bob 


| Ingersoll in hell, if he should happen to be 


wrong and go there, Whether he will bear 
them with Christian fortitude: How much John 
Pyne wotild giv fora copy of the fcur gosbeis 
inthe original MS—very rare. Which would 
get the biggest terms, Maithew, Mark, Luke or 
Jobu. Thesizs of Talmage’s mouth in round 
numbors. The All-Wise purpose in inventing 
bedbuge. If Baxter street by any other name 
would smell asgweet, Why a" pious” parson, 
in administering to the sick, always labors un- 
dex the misapprehension that the Lord isthe 
sick man: If Methuselah took it as & personal 
allusion when anybody sang “I would not liv 
alway.” . 

A PREACHER at Portland told his congrega- 
tion that he had personally tested the efficacy of 
prayer. He was out on alake in a boat, when 
by a mischance he loat both oars. The wind 
was rising, night was coming on.and he was 
inimmineut danger of being swamped and 
finding a watery grave. What could he do? 
Evidently nothing himself ; so he knelt down 
and prayed long und fervently for deliverance, 
He placed bimself in the hands of the Lord, 
and so was saved. Capt. Swetsir listened to 
the story with breathl«as interest, and was man- 
{festly disappointed by the climax. After wait- 
ing in vain untilthe end of the sermon for the 
detalle, he said. " Bay, Mr. Preacher, I want you | 
totell me how you got ashore.” The minister! 
explained that a mau saw him from the shore 
and put out in & boat to rescue him, 


TEE remark of Comstock recently, before 
Commissioner Shields, that he was acting Gon- 
gcientiously, was really ludicrous. He had 
caused the arrest of one man on four distinct 
warrants for sending lottery circulars through 
the mails; none of them had been tried, and 
apparently there was no other objset in making 
the arrest except to enlargeihe boil, and yet 
Comstock was acting conscientiously. The 
bail, at his demand, was made $:,000 in each 
eaae, when the extreme penalty of the law for 
the offense is a fine of $500, And yet he was 
acting conscientiously. If Stewar: L. Woodford ] 
would take out of his pigeon-hole the com- ; 
plaints made against Comatook, and giv him 
an opportunity to furnish bail bonds for bim- 
self, tbe public would hav an opportunity to 
inquire into that tender conscience of his, and 
learn of what material it is composed. 


Tur Passton Puay.—Gocd, easy-going folks 


eal faot tbat it abandoned New York for Newark. | who still belleve in the existence of an actual 
Possibly jt might hay made a strika Ih gomo lake of fary brimstone fer the popesial pehoof 


UM 


ofsiuners,are very much exeroised over the 
outspoken criticisms of Colonel Bobert Inger-. 
Soll on the Christian religlon. But what think 
these well-meaning people of the “Passion 
Play” produced some time ag» before an audi- 
ence of eight thousand persons at Ober Ammer- 
gau? Ths Herald iu describing it uses such 
sentences as thess : "Ia the scsna where the 
Savior is represented carrying the crose, the 
spectacular «ífsct was very fine.” "Bome 
laughter was created by the accidental break- 


ing of a iimb when Judas Izcarlot was about to | 


hang himself,” ‘Tae part of the Savior was 
exceptionally wall played," ete., ete, Wo are 
told that exelting struggles took place about 
the doora ofthe theater, that bands of music 
paraded tze stres‘s, and that the scene of ths 
crucifixion created a painful and profound 
impression. Surely afier such an exhibition 
as this for money, people in Naw York should 
bardly wonder at th8 audacity of Ingersoll, 
The " Passion Play" is sacrilegious because it 
is performed by professing Christians. {nger- 
acli’s lectures are not sacrileglous because he 
has never professed to be a Christian, and at 
alleven's does notsupplemant the expression 
of his opinions by tawiry costumes and bands 
of musie Truth, 


Sone two months dgó Viola Bmith, a girl only 
14 yoars old, living in Prattsburgb, N. Y., ac~ 
eused the Rev. N. B. Randall, & Methodist 
preacher, of whoseSunday school she was a 
member, of improper language and improper 
conduct toward her. At frat-the girl conflded 
the matter to her parents only, but her father 
being very indignant, induced her to make a 
publie accusation. This caused quite an ex- 
Gitament and made it necessary for Randall to 
submit to achurdh tial; 'Phejury.con:isicg 
of five Methodist preachers, after deliberating 
over the evidence, stood three for convietion 
and twò for acquittal, but compromised on tho 
€quivceal verdict that " Randall was not guilty, 
but must not preach in Prattsburgh any more.” 
Randall's fdends tried to impair the girl’s 
character, but could find nothing definit 
agalnsther. Since the trial ehe has been very 
much depresséd; dnd last Baturday took a 
quantity of acatate of lead ithís not working 
as rapidly as she desired, she scraped the 
quivksilver from the back of a looking-glass 
and swallowed it. following that up by a quan- 
tity of liquid face paint, which she had been 
told was a deadly poison. This combination 
caused the most intense pain, and a d ctor 
was summoned who suco3eded in saving her 
life, though she is still in a critical condition, 
The Rev. N. B. Randall left Prattsburgh immo- 
dately after hia trial, and is ncw engaged in 
the insurance business in a neighboring city. 


One of the features of Presbyterian General | 
Assemblies is the reading of & paper with a 
queer ‘name, ‘The Annual Narrativ of the 
State of Religion.” . At this year’s Generai Às- 
sembly the duty of roadicg this paper fell totha 
Rov. Dr. Striker. Ho reported to the listening 
presbyters and eiders that, while there had 
been no revivals to speak of, the growth of the 
church had been healthy and satisfactory, Bat- 
isfactory | with the great mejori'y of the peo- 
ple living. as Presbyterians believe, in momen- 
tary peril of an eternal] doom, the most awful 
that the human imagination ean conesive! Bat- 
isfactory! with immortal souls vanishiug every | 
hour, every minute, every second. out of this 
life which now is, and dropping,as Presbyte- 
rians believe, into the bottomless pit of hell! 
Satisfactory! with the swarming poor of thej 
elties sunken in squalor, ignorance, and vice 
more wretched than the brutes, lifting a bittor, 
inarticulate ery to an unknown God for the 
succor and rescue that do not come! Satisfac- 
tory ! with an unbelieving sclence daily sap- 
ping the faith of the educated classes, and a 
coarse and blatant Materialism hurling taunt- 
ing challenges from public plattorms at a, 
church that seems to hav ceased to be the 
church militant and to hav become the church ! 
somnolent! Satisfactory! with fraud, lying, ` 
greed, robbery, adultery, and blocdsted filling | 
the land, and not seldom lurking under the 
mask of Christian profession or even of minis- 
terial sanctity ! If, with this state of things 
under their eyes, the presbyters and elders see 
jn the conversion of a few thousand Sunday- 


Events of the Week. 


——— 


Tue Em press of Russia died on the31, inher , |! 


fifty- fifth year. 
JouN BrovGcHam, the celebrated comedian, 
died on the 7b. , 


Brig Jonn Lunnocx, the celebrated writer, 
has bcen electad to the British Parliamont, 


Tue bones of an imported saint were recently 
seized for duty at the Custom House in this 
city. 


ANEW company has been formed in this city 
to run a railroad under Broadway the whole 
length of the city. 

TuE army worm is devastating the wheat, 
corn, and timo:hy crops in parts of New Jora 
sey and Long Island. 

Tux Ohinese Embassador to the United States 
Peru, and Spain arrived inthis city from Eng- - 
land on Saturday last, oe i 

Tug American R!fl» Team sailed for Ireland 
on the 31, to compete at Dollymount with tho 
British sharpshootere, 


Two GIRLS and a boy, all undar sixteen, re- 
cently eloped from Ottawa, Canada. They were 
captured in Uiica, N. Y 

Taz Republicans bay nominatod Gen, James 
A, Garfleld for Pcorident. and Gen, Chester A. 
Arthur for Vice-President, 

Last Bunday was Talmage's wash day. He 
rec¢ivel 4:6 new membora into his church and 
baptized 120 of them, all in ono little tank, 

A BRooxLxN Congregational church costing 
$52,000 was burnt down onthe 3J, The Congre- 
ga‘ional Lord doesn’t look after hia own. 


A wHITZ achocimsa’am at Lincoln, IIl, has 
married a colored clergyman, Her relatives 
are trying to send her to an insaue asylum. 


Many of the silk weavers who came to Pater- 


son, N. J.. not long since,to work in the silk 
mills there, are returning to England again. 


IMMIGRANTS are still arriving at this port at 


the rate of from one to two thousand a day. 
Many are also landing at Pniladolphlu and 
other porte. 

À MAN who recently died at Phillipsburg, N, 
J.. left $10,000 for the maintenance of a brass 
band for the sole duty of playing occasionally 
at his grave. 

Tum Seminole Iadians in Muskogee, I. T, hav 


tried and convicted an old woman onthe charge - "H 


of witehcraf*, Bho was to hav been hanged on 


Tuesday last. 

A BALERATUS factory near Newark, N. J., was 
blown to pieces on the 2il by the explosion of 
a eylinder used in the preparation of Balera- 
tue. Three men wore injured. 


SENATOR Ferey. a pious Christian statesman, 
and leader in religious reunions at Washing- 
tcn, has received a black eye from a man whose 
daughter he had aross!y insulted, 


An intoxicated man with $12,000 in his pocket 
was arrested and imprisoned in this citya few 
nizis ago, whereupon he promptly hung him- 
self in his cell, The money was giveu to his 
family. 

Tug propriotor of the New York Heralt re- 
coutly offered Princo Bismarck $130.000 a year 
to write 4 short letter every week for his paper, 
Bismarck refusod to advertise the payer, even 
atthat price. 

A supae of the Court of Appeals of Kentucky 
is being tried for an aggravated ease of libel,- 
with every prospect of conviction. Heis also 
charged with perjury. All the bad jadges are 
not in this city. 

Forty thousand persons must be fed for two 
months yet at public expense ia western Parsia 
on account of the famin, aud if ths crops 
should fail then the result will be terrible 
Even now tho starving sufferers are dying by 
the hundred. i 

Bray, of Brooklyn. and Gose. of England, 
had a priz:-fight in West Virginia on the 1st. 


school children and a few hundred straggling 
einners of riper years a healthy and satisfac‘o- 
ry growth of the ehurcb, they are easily satis 
fled indee2,- un. l 


Ryan eame off victorious after a hard-fought 
and brutal conflict of eighty-six rounds, lasting 
over an hour, in which both men wars neatly 
need up. Neliher waa erresiad, - j 


| 


The Truth Seeker, June 14, 1880. 


| For thousands and thousands of years man has told that millions and billions of years before the 
been upon his knees trying to escape one of these innocent babe was born into this world God knew it 
beings and placate the other. They hav been taught was to be cast into hell-fire and had arranged all the 
to believe that if they do not believe in the God of details of its damnation. What a cheerful doctrin 
the Bible they will be turned over to the devil, to, that is! And yet people say to me, Why do you 
suffer untold agonies in hell, not for thousands, ! attempt to take away our consolation ; why shock 
millions, billions of years, but as long as that God our holiest ideas? y take the blessed tidings 
rules in heaven. We hav inherited some of these of God to man away from us? They would a thou- - 
hellish ideas of ignorance, ideas of barbarism, but! sand times rather that there should be no heaven 
we ought to be grand enough in this country to than that there should be no hell. 

think. We hav been praying for thousands and | These are the tidings that they preach to you, 
thousands of years to God to help mankind. They and I expect, I believe, they believe these things 3 
hav been ,destroyed by pestilence and by war, and themselves. They went to work to save man from 
their homes hav been swept away by the angry | the clutches of an angry God, and the means they " 
flood and the blazing lava of the dread volcano, and adopted were to frighten him with the belief that 
hav prayed and offered up sacrifice for mercy, but, God would take his naked soul and dash it into hell. 
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[From the Cincinnati Commercial] - 
Hell. 
BY COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : In the republic of the 
-mind one is a majority. In that republic all are 
sovereigns and all are equals. You cannot be gov- 
erned there even by a brute majority. In that re- 
‘public every brow wears a crown, and every form is 
robed in the imperial purple. In that republic only 
those are citizens who tell their honest thoughts; 
only those are useful citizens who investigate for 
themselves. In that republic those only who appeal 
to brute force are traitors; those only who endeavor 
to suppress thought are bad citizens. 
The church regards that republic with a sneer. 


| 


God has never interfered in a single instance. We 
must now rely upon our own brain and courage— 
upon ourselves. lf there were only one instance in 
the world’s history where God helped mankind, 
with all my heart I would worship such a God. But 
for hundreds and thousands of years men hav 
euslaved each other, and yet no God has interfered. 
The naked back of labor has been lacerated for 
thousands and thousands of years, yet no God has 
ever interfered, so far as I know. Men hav tried to 
advance new thoughts, and other men hav taken 
them and burned them at the stake. The martyr has 
been taken from the cell of the Inquisition and 
burned to dust, and there has been no sweet pity in 
the heavens—none, none whatever. 

The time has come when man must depend upon 
himself. We are told this God loves us all, that his 
love and -kindness spread over all his works, and 
that in another world he wil make us happy. 
What right hav you to say that an infinit being 
will treat his creatures better elsewhere than he does 
here? Is there a necessity for another world simply 
to rectify the mistakes in this world? I want to 
touch your hearts to-night. I want to touch them 
so that you will hate this infamous doctrin of hell 
—so that you will hate it as I do. And I want you 
to understand that I hav nothing particular against 
the ministers. Some of them are excellent people, 
and their opposition does not amount to enough to 
create malice. They teach us now that there is a 
God who made us all, and who intended that we 
should all be good, but that our ancestors committed 
a crime; that is, that we sinned through a represen- 
tativ. Now, if that man was our representativ, 
we did not vote for him. I was not present at the 
convention that nominated him, and I would not 
hav voted for him anyhow. We were at that time 
unborn, and knew nothing about the transaction. 
But it seems that through the sins of that man we 
all deserve eternal hell. A very fine compliment is 
that to the mechanism of God. Everybody deserves 
to be eternally damned! Is that the best your God 
can do? Is that the best man he can make that 
must be damned as he comes from his plastic hand 
and cast into fire everlasting? Does it show any 
wisdom making human beings in order to damn 
them? Does it show any goodness to make any 
fuel for hell? But we are all to be damned for 
sinning against an infinit being. 

Now I cannot conceive of a finite sin receiving 
infinit punishment. When I commit a sin against 
my brother, it is nothing to me that God says, “I 
forgiv you.” I must hav my brother’s pardon, and 
my own as well. I utterly deny the proposition 
that any finite being can commit a sin against an 
infinit being. ‘The idea is, the greater a finite 
being, the greater the crime. Their idea is that the 
moment you leave this world and get into the actual 
presence of God, there is no chance for reformation. 
God can’t do anything except through the instru- 
mentality of the parson or of the Bible, and when 
you get where God livs, there is nothing he can do 
for your case. You will stand a great deal better 
chance to be reformed by the myths and mysteries 
of the Bible than by being called into the actual 
presence of Jesus Christ himself. 

No man deserves heaven, but all deserve hell, and 
the only way to get to heaven is through the agency 
of another person. 

They say the law was violated. Where did this 
law come from? Was it a law God made? or was it 
a law that was on band? Yet this law must be sat- 
isfied. Think of the law going up and down the 
earth moaning for satisfaction. 

"Then they tell us that another man has made re- 
demption possible for us by suffering in the place 
of the wicked. What kind of a man is it that 
would want to take advantage of a redemption of 
that kind, and what sort of a ruler would you think 
him who would accept of such an atonement? Sup- 
pose a man had been convicted of murder and sen- 
tenced to be hanged, and another man should step 
up on the day fixed for the execution and say: 
« Here is a healthy man with a family ; Jam nota 
healthy man and hav no family, and Í will take his 
place upon the gallows;” what would you think of 
the governor who would say, “All right; let the man 
take the criminal's place!" 4s it possible that that 
is right? Yet that has been preached for years and 
years. The dootrin of hell has been preached for 
ihundreds and hundreds of yoars, and we hay been 


From the teeth of hatred she draws back the lips of 

-scorn and insists that even in this, the nineteenth 
century, man has no right to think for himself; 
insists that even in this age we should be governed 
by the ignorant myths of the dead and buried past, 
and insists that the world can be made batter by 
teaching what is false; that a lie is a most excellent 
thing; that we should govern mankind through fear, 
and that the mistakes of thousands, of years ago 
should be still considered not only truths, but truths 
necessary to believe. 

Now I shall ask you all to-night—and that’s the 
only way to find out—are the members of orthodox 
churches any better than other people? Let us be 
fair about this thing. Are they, as a class, more 
truthful than other people? Let us hav a church 
trial, and see how they disagree as to their testi- 
mony. Are they, as a class, better bred? Do they 
treat their wives and children any better than other 
people? Is their financial standing in the commu- 
nity any better? Is there a bank in Cincinnati that 
will loan a solitary dollar on a church certificate as 
collateral security? Is there a man among you 
who takes a Presbyterian deacon to the bank with 
you for fear if you don’t the favor you ask will be 
refused ? Do we find the most charity in the pul- 
pit—the greatest and best hearts? Let us be honest 
in asking these questions, for these orthodox mem- 
bers claim that there is such a difference between 
them and us that they are going to the realms of 
eternal bliss, while we are to be eternally damned. 
A difference bearing such important results in an- 
other world ought to be visible to the naked eye in 
this. 

They insist that if we take away their book there 
is no immortality left in this world. Is it possible 
that human nature is so low, so mean, 80 corrupt, 
that without a certain book we will all rush to crime 
and horror? Is it? If books existed before man, I 
might admit that they are better than man, but that 
is not the fact. Every book in this world was writ- 
ten by man, and every religion has been the work 
of man. Man is better than all the books, and the 
inspiration that we see every day in every good and 
heroic act is better than all the inspiration of all 
the books. Dat they say to us, * Do not disturb 
this book, because upon it we rest all our hope of a 
life to come.” Ideny it. Before the book called 
the Bible was written, millions and millions of peo- 
ple in other countries longed for immortality; mill- 
jons and millions of people in other countries be- 
lieved in the immortality of the soul, so that the 
doctrin of immortality does not rest upon the 
inspiration of any book. However little hope I 
might hav for another world, I would hate to hav it 
to rest upon that book or any other. The doctrin 
of immortality was born of human affection, and it 
will continue as long as love kisses the lips of death. 
Just as long as we love, we will hope to liv here- 
after. And yet priests and kings and tyrants and 
bigots hav taken advantage of this splendid longing 
for another life to enslave the human soul and to 
make people believe that immortality rests upon a 
book. 

If Iam immortal, it is a fact in nature, and no 

` book can change it. If I am to experience another 
life, I shall not be indebted for it to any creed, nor 
to any priest, nor to any form of religion. I shall 
be indebted to myself, for if there is another world, 
the better I do here, the better start I shall hav in 
the other. 

Now man, coming up, as I believe, from the lower 
animals—for that’s the only way you can account 
for this doctrin of hell. and all the snakes and 
jackals and hyenas and buzzards and other unclean 
things that hav been crammed into the orthodox 
religion—received his religion from his barbarous 
ancestors; he received his orthodoxy from savages, 
The barbarians beholding the appalling phenomena 
of nature, thought that all good was produced by 
some being, and by good they meant anything that 
tended to their happiness. So they gave to this 
imaginary being a local habitation and a name. 
Then they saw many things that displeased them, 
and experienced many things that gave them pain 
and discomfort, so they created another being to 
attribute all their trials and calamities to—another 
being not quite so stout as God, but making up in 
shrewdness what he lacked in strength, having 
fiends and all sorts of wicked instruments to do his 
bidding, E , 


! Of course they say God is all gocdness and lovliness 
and kindness, but they also say you had better look 
out when you get into his actual presence. And they 
fit out missionaries and send them thousands and 
thousands of miles away to carry these glad tidings 
to the heathen. They want them to hav religion 
with all the modern improvements, and one that will 
punish their enemies. But who goes to hell? Not 
the rich and the comfortable, who swindle all the 
week and square themselves at church on Sunday: 
they are all well enough off, and, * no hell for me, 
if you please; giv that to the poor.” So that at last 
the only class we get into hell is the tramps. No- 
body goes to hell himself; it is always somebody 
else, particularly those we hate. But these orthodox 
gentlemen say, “ Why don’t you hav some respect 
for our feelings?” I go to one of their churches ; 
that is, in my mind’s eye I do, and they tell me J am 
going to hell It seems to me I ought to hay some 
feeelings on that subject. It seems to me I would 
hav more reason to feel hurt, particularly if I told 
them there is no hell. Poets of strong imagination 
and a great gift of language hav given us graphio 
descriptions of hell, and eminent painters. hav de- 
picted it in all its horrors. 

Some time ago he had seen in the church where 
Shakspere is buried, at Stratford-upon-Avon, a very 
vivid picture of hell. In this picture a train of 
wicked are represented as passing in doleful proces- 
sion down the throat of an immense devil. There 
were caldrons in which the lost ones simmered and 
boiled, and grates upon which they blistered and 
roasted. There were devils pouring in pitch upon 
the victime, and a little devil stirring the grate to 
keep up a good draft. In one corner a number of 
the blessed appeared with a holy grin upon their 
countenances, extending from ear to ear, as if they 
would say, “ Ah, didn’t we tell you so. How do you 
like it as far as you’v got?” All this to show the 
love of God. i never saw such a hideous, selfish 
thing in wy life. 

Colonel Ingersoll proceeded to consider for a few. 
minutes the theology of Jeremy Taylor and Jona- 
than Edwards, and denounced it as heartless, cruel, 
and unreasonable, particularly that of the latter, 
who held that a man in heaven could be happy and 
yet see his wife and children writhing in hell. The 
idea of these worthies seemed to be that the lucky 
people who got to heaven would hav their sense of 
justice so sharpened that the sufferings of those in 
hell would be to them rather a joy than a grief. 
And yet these men were considered good men and 
the lights of the church. If there was an infamous 
man in the history of the church it was Jonathan 
Edwards. He hated him dead, he hated his ashes, 
he hated his name. He hated anybody who would 
put such a belief into an innocent child's mind. Yet 
Augustine preached the same thing. 

This doctrin of hell was so savage that it had to 
be modified to some extent, and so the doctrin of 
atonement was invented. It is said all we hav to do 
is to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Nobody 
knows what that means. I don't. Believe what? 
And what good would itdo? Aman might believe 
in Jesus Christ and yet be a murderer. There has 
not been a man hanged in the United States for the 
last one hundred years that has not believed in Jesus 
Christ, and most of them hav declared on the scaf- 
fold that they were going right straight to Jesus 
Christ that very day. A man must believe in a 
certain thing or be eternally damned ; but if he be- 
lieves and is sorry, then he will be saved. "There 
wás a man hanged in San Francisco some time ago 
for cutting a girl's throat. As he thrust the keen 
knife into her white throat she implored him to 
spare her, as she was not prepared to die. A great 
effort was made to obtain the release of the monster, 
but all appeals failed, and then he got religion. 
They generally do about that time. He made a 
speech from the gallows, in which he said he was 
going to heaven, and that the only thing that made 
him feel bad was that he would not meet the woman 
he had killed because she was not a Christian. I 
Ruppose up in heaven, if the music gets a little mo- 
notonous, and he should desire another thrill of joy, 
that all he will hav to do is to go and look over and 
see the woman he murdered writhing in the agonies 
ofhell Does anybody want to support that kind of 
doctrin? J never will, never, never, never! And 
with all due respect to every lady and gentleman 
here, | say, Damn such a dootrine, Does anybody 
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' young man told him further that he had just 
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mean to tell me that none but Christians go to 
heaven? Hav you never known a good fellow to 
die who was not a Christian, and whom you could 
not bear to think of as being in hell? And hav you 
never known à woman who had worn herself out in 
the service of her husband and children, whom you 
could not think of 48 being in hell while her ortho- 
dox husband was in heaven, simply because he be- 
lieved and she did not. On the battlefield I saw a 
brave boy, not sixteen years old, shot down in his 
struggle to keep the flag of his country from being 
trailed in the dust. He died with a curse upon his 
lips, but he died with a picture of his mother in his 
heart, and he died for the right, for. liberty and for 
progress. Do you mean to tell ie that that boy's 
soul went straight to the abysses of hell? I pro- 
nounce it an infamous lie. I cannot believe in any 
such doetrin. I believe with an old Universalist 
minister—and 1 must say I respect the Universalists 
because their God is at least a gentleman and not a 
devil—I believe with the gentleman who said, “I 
cannot help thinking that the latch-string will hang 
out until the last young one comes home.” 

Colonel Ingersoll continued that. thousands of 
people were in lunatic asylums to-day in conse- 
quence of the preaching of the horrible doctrin of 
hell In the cars, not loug ago, a wild looking 
young man tame tip to him and asked whether he 
had any objections to his sitting beside him, He 
replied, * None whatever,” and the young man sat 
down, saying, * You look so rested that it’s a com- 
fort to be near you". He said: “ My mother put añ 
arrow in my heart. She taught me the doctrin of 
hell" Col; Ingersoll said the mother was foolish ; 
there was no hell; it had been abolished. The 


yourselves into a missionary society to meet this 
doctrin of hell just that way. I want them, when 
a man tells them they will surely be damned if they 
do not believe in all the theological rubbish that is 
gleaned from the Bible, to flatly say that they don't 
believe any such doctrine, and i want them to fight 
it out, — 

Voice from the gallery—* What do you- be- 
lieve ®” 

Col. Ingersoll—“About what?" 

Voice—' Well, what do you believe, that’s the 
question ?” 

Col. Ingersoll—* I believe that you do not under- 
stand yotit own question. I believe that a good 
action is better than a good theory. I believe that 
a man who does right with a bad theory is a great 
deal better than one who does wrong with a good 
one; I believe that a man who loves his wife and 
children, and does the best he knows how according 
to his guides, is better than. one who maintains the 
Ghufch aiid does not do these things. I believe if 
there is any God he is as good as I am, and if he is 
as good as I am he will never damn anybody until 
he givs them a fair chance. I believe the Garden 
of Eden is in front, and that man is getting better 
as the world grows older. I do not believe that 
prisons and scaffolds will forever disfigure the earth, 
nor that the withered band of want will always be 
extended for charity. I do not believe that any 
man who is honest and who is willing to help himself 
will be allowed to want. I believe the time is 
coming when we shall all be freer and happier, and 
that too with the flames: of hell stamped out under 
our feet.” 


shameful account with various explanations, pretend- 
ing to believe that the second woman was the first 
restoréd to her true husband as a type of the resto- 
ration of Israel, and that Gomer fell into lewdness 
after her union with Hosea, not before, surmising 
that she “is called ‘a wife of whoredom?’ antici- 
patively," though there is not one word in the text 
to justify any such perversion, but the direct 
reverse, 

Their glib.suppositions about “spiritual whores 
and spiritual fornieators," and the continuation of. 
the vile trash in the word of God, is too indelicate 
for thé contemplation of any one, unless for criti- 
cism and exposure, We, therefore, turn the Old 
Testament, obscene, morocco-covered literature over 
to Anthony Comstock and his clique and hasten to 
the no less filthy legends of the New Testament, 
with which we have to do, after which we trust we 


tures back to.their proper owners, the Christians, 
and the lovers and promoters of the obscene in 
preaching and practice. 
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Where is the New Party? 


To TEE EpnrfOR& or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir. I hav 
already for quite some time wondered at the non-appearance 
of that promised Liberal party, or, in its stead, of some 
movement of the Liberals to test their strength snd assert 
themselves, Doubtless the matter has been pondered over 
by the leaders of Liberal thought, and if we hear no more 
of it, it must come of their deeming it prudent to lie low 
for the time. Yet one may be forgiven for astonishment at 
their apparent inactioa when to a common mind it seems 
high time to hav a coalition of Liberals in the field of poli- 
tics. 1t máy hav been thought that Liberalism conld as yet 
make but a poor show for itself as regards number, Possi- 
bly such wculd be the casé, Yet I do not believe it. 

What better opportunity could cffer itself for the uprais- 
ing cf the standard of Liberalism th£n the existence of two 
confessedlj Gotrupt parties, both without any live issue, 
atreggling with one attotber, not for the people's greater 
good, but for dominion and epoile, It is not the welfare of 
the American pecple that is thought of or spoken of, but 
tbe vietory of the Democratic over the R publican party, or 
vice versa. Ìt isnot the virtue, statesmanship, talent, Or 
genius of the great candidate, but the right of the oneto 
election i0 a seat. from the possession of which he claims 
once to hav been defrauded, and the silent weight of the 
other, who, beyond some military achievements, has no claim 
either to shining talent or virtue, but, on the contrary, boasts 
many vicos and dishonest association, The effrontery of these 
factions has even been carried to the length of chuckling, as 
was done but a few days since in a New York Republican 
daily, over the fact that the greater rascality of Tilden in the 
Louisiana election had been overcome and rendered null by 
ibe lesser and shrewder trickery of his opponente, Before 
such monstrosities will not the upright man stop in utter 
dirgust and execration, and swear his hand shall never 
again bs polluted with the casting of a Democratic or Re- 
publican vote? Are not thousands to-day in this very posi- 
tion? Yes, thousands upon the top of thousands who but 
wait a fair opportunity to join the standard of a party com- 
ing out to proclaim and defend the liberties of the people. 

Many of these will not join the workingmen’s party ; its 


The Godly Women of the Bible.—Continued. 
BY AN UNGODLY WoMAN OF THE 19TH CENTURY, 
ADDITIONS AND COMMENTS BY THE UNGODLY WOMAK. 


escaped. from the insane asylum the night befüre, 
and the Colonel gave him instructions to guide him 
in making his escape. He had become crazy on 
learning of the love of God. He met such people 
every day. This doctrin did not affect the vicious; 
it only affected the tender-heaited, the affectionate 
mother and thé sweet little child. He had attended 
a ptotracted meeting once, just for a little while, 
and had thought himself in Bedlam, Ministers 
were haranging the life out of their audiences, and 
little girls, ten and twelve years old, were coming 
forward to be prayed for. They might hav been 
eating jam or taking a lump of sugar when their 


MRS, JOB AND HOSEA’S QUESTIONABLE WOMEN, 


We now approath the New Testament, only 
glancing at Mrs, Job, who is not rated among the 
odly women by the godly ones, as she gave her 
ilious (biles) spouse many a curtain lecture, be- 
sides commanding him to curse God and die when 
he sat down among the ashes and took a potsherd to 
scrape himself withal, being covered with sore biles 
from the sole of his foot unto his crown (Job ii, 
1-10). .So this “perfect upright man” ranked her 
with the “foolish women” for her little speech, in- 
tended a8 consolation and advice, and put her where 
moderns have always let her remain, 20% ést, for we 
have no account that she was present when her 
friends, brethren, sons, daughters, and possessions 
were restored to him (Job xlii, 9-17), Mrs. Lot and 
Mrs. Job were truly consigned to # sad fate for not 
trusting in God as did their virtuous, upright hus: 
bands. 

Neither must we pause to expatiate on Hosea’s 
chaste wives, the first of whom (Hosea i, 2, 3), the 
holy prophet was ordered to take by God himself, 
he informs us. And the Lord said to Hosea, Go, 
take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and children of 
whoredoms, for the land hath committed great 
whoredom, departing from the Lord. So he went 
and took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, which 
conceived and bare a son. Then she conceived and 
bare a daughter (verse 6), and then another son’ 
(verse 8), which we are expressly told did not take 
place till after she had weaned the girl, a fact so 
important that had it been omitted in God's only 
revelation to man, it might have hazarded the soul’s 
salvation of some of us “miserable sinners.” 

It would seem that God ought to have been satis- 


to a neighbor’s and promised to be back at 2 o’clock, 
and staid until 8. And there were old meti, with añ 
many sins to account for as those children were 
days old, down üpon their knees and praying for 
them and imploring the Lord to break down their 
hellish pride. And there were others who were tell- 
ing them that they had crucified Christ, and had 
driven nails inte his hands and into his feet until 
the poor little Greatures were loaded to the earth 
with a sense of their horrible iniquities. 

O, itisinfamous ! No parent should allow his child 
to hear such things (Cheers), I feel like cheering 
too, my friends. When I find a man or woman who, 
says, “I will not allow my little daughter to hear 
these frightful lies if I can prevent it until she 
knows better than to believe them,” I feel like 
cheering. It is monstrous that little children should 
be taught that there is a great big God around try- 
ing to get a sight on them for some childish, fault. 
I beseech you never to giv adollar to build a church 
where the doctrin of hell is to be preached ; if you 
ever get a chance to tax that property, tax it. I 
implore you, men and women, never to giv a soli- 
tary dollar to teach that doctrin; do not giv a sol- 
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Socialists, who force certain issues while they ignore others. 
The greater part of them would-be attracted to the national 
Liberal party, with its broad, strong, advanced, yet secure 
platform. Letthe noble monument dressed last year by the 
Committee on Platform and Resolutions be offered to the 
people, ard besides the Liberals, the mastes that now vacil- 
late and hang loose about either-party will come and acclaim 
their deliversnce, Ultimately the workingmen and many 
of the Socialiste, feeling the narrowness of their platform 
and the weskness of their parties, will come to swell the 
numbers and the tide. 

That this tidal wave may rise and in its might wash away 
the corruptions of political parties, that the religious, 
social, and political liberties of the people may be boldly 
and grandly declared and championed, that the honor of 
America may thereby be cleared of a stain, is my hope 88 
well as my prayer to the leaders of Liberalism. 

$us EDMOND GASTINEAU. 

P. 8.— What are we to think of the conduct of Robert 
Ingersoll, who.last year so nobly and boldly proclaimed the 
necessity of & Liberal movement, but tc-day humbly trails 
after Senator Blaine. Vote for Blaine—is that what we, the 
Liberals, must do to be saved ? What a pity that men who 
hay thrown cff the ehackles of superstition and prejudice 
stil walk in political leading-strings, and that, too, at a 
time when the Comstocks ominously mourn over the fact 
that Liberal publications, and therefore Liberals, *' are yet 
beyond the reach of the law.” Where is the Napoleon that 
will lead us.to strike, not for glory but for freedom, the 
Moses of the Liberal dispensation? We thought we had 
seen his majestic brow and warlike countenance looming 
up through in the distance. Has his heart failed bim that 
he has not dared to face the foe, were it but a handful of 
followers ? There is a tide in tbe affairs of nations, as well 
as of men, which taken at its flood, leada on to fortune. 
Alas, that we should allow this tide, perhaps the only fay- 
orable tide, to escap2 us. E. G. 


either. ‘Bought her to me,” and the price recorded 
in olden times might have been the custom, but the 
character of this second woman appears to have 
been no improvement on the first, so a firm bargain 


push them away. We will go down together. I 
never will paddle off in some little orthodox canoe. 
I never want to get so good that I will not love the 
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of the intellect surviving our best and holiest emo- |; onor to himself in having obeyed the commands of 
tions? And yet we are told that we are all going | ihe Lord for a sign to his chosen people. 
to hell. I was told on the cars, the other dag, that!" Godly commentators attempt to gloss over this 
there is where I was heading. A clergyman told me y 
so. I said, I wil bet you fifty dollars I don't go| | Norz.—The commentary to which we nee nelerren » by 
to hell.” Said he, * Oh, well, that’s not a betting | the Rev. a taeda E y n Aa A 
point.; it never could be decided.” “Well,” I said, | aud; Rev. A B. Canssel, sp on, i f 


d, and the Rev. David Brown, D.D., Professor of 
“that’s my bet ;. put d or shut up.” Now I want Telok - Aberdeen, Scotland ; so you perceive we cor- 
all you, ladies and gentlemen, here to-night, to form ' gulted relighle authority. Ungodly Woman. 


Ix the acknowledgment of funds donated by friends to 
meet the expenses of the Bennett Reception, an omission 
was made of $3.25 by the Liberal League of Paterson, N. 
J., and handed in by the secretary of the League, our 
friend Mr. John Warr, Thanks ere hereby extended to 
all conoerned, d 


s 


can dismiss the whole and relegate the sacred Serip- ` 


platform is too narrow.’ Others still keep away from the | 
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Which is the Falsifier?. . 
In the Zndex for June 34 appears the following : 
MR. UNDERWOOD’S LETTER TO A FRIEND. 


THE FOLLOWING LETTER, WITH THE WRITER'S PERMISSION, 
HAS BEEN SENT TO US FOR PUBLICATION : 


TEAORNDIKE, Mass., May 26, 1880. 

Dear Friend: Y hav read the scurrilous attack on Mr. 
Abbot, myself, and othersin TuE TnuTEH SEEKER of the 
15th. Thanks for your suggestions; but I shall send no 
reply. The last communication I sent that piper in vindi- 
cation of myself from B»nnett's malicious thrusts was kept 
a month and returned to me unpublished. But these vin- 
dictiv assaults cen injure nobody in the judgment of men 
and women whose respect is worth having. AĤ such mean 
and mendacious attempts to Injure reputation recoil against 
their authors. I regard it as a credit that I am abused by 
such a man as the course that Bennett has pursued proves 
him to be; while I feel honored by his association of my 
name with that of Mr. Abbot asd some others he has the 
past two years so persistently defamed; men with whom he 
1s not to be compared, but contrasted; men immeasurably 
his superior in every intellectual and moral quality; men 
who hav done as much to elevate Liberalism as he has done 
to trail its standard in the dust, 

Il am unsble to imagin the immediate cause of this 
unscrupulous attack, so full of falsehood and vile insinua- 
tion, unless it be a tract recently published giving extracts 
fiom some of his filthy lettere—a trect I never saw till I 
received a copy by mail. But he has quarreled with, and 
applied the foulest epithets to, nearly every editor and 
advocate of Liberal thought in the country who has had the 
temerity to criticise his course or object to his method; and 
how could I expect to escape his malice? But for my 
extreme aversion to personal quarrels, which has kept me 
from making avy public reference to private grievances, I 
should hav been long ago honored with those who hay been 
obj-cts of his lies, scurrility, and abuse. Conciliating as I 
hav been, he has done what he could, by methcds peculiar 
to himself, to injure me with the Libera! public; and, if he 
has accomplished nothing in this direction, it has been 
owing to no lack of dispcsition, but to the insignificance of 
his influence and that of his paper among Liberals of intel- 
ligence, Character, and worth, I now recall vividly some 
of the expressions of Mr. Abbot, giving his estimate of the 
mau. lam obliged to acknowledge that from the first his 
insight into Bsonett’s character surpassed my own; and I 
am now convinced that the latter has received from me, 


against the advice aud protests even of leading Liberals, a- 


consideration of which he vas wholly undeserving. 

When Bennett was arrested for selling the coarse pam- 
phiet with a ssiacious title, although I thought he had been 
guilty of great folly, yet, in my adhesion to the pricciples 
of freedom of the press, I protested against his arrest and 


sent him five dollars asa contribution to the expexsa of: 
When he was—as I thought, and still, 


defending himself. 
think—unjustly sentenced, I did what little I could toward 
getting him pardoned. I called on him twice during his 


imprisonment; but I notice he makes even these Visits, ` 


With which -he professed to be much pleased, a subject of 
fauli-ficding and contemptible misrepresentation. 1 do not 


now regret what I did, even though I hav come to gee the. 


baseness of his character. 

Nearly every statement in regard to me in his attack js 
cither a downright falsehood or a mean distortion of facte. 
"he best way, Lam satisfied, is to hav nothing to do with 
such a man. Point out one falschood, refute one slander, 
snd he will invent another; and there is no l:ck of men like 
himself, who, from various motiva, join him in this disrep- 
utable business. Very truly yours, 

: B. Y, UnpEnwo:p. 

As much as I wished not to allude to personal matters of 
this kind again, duty to myself, as well as to my readera, 
seems to require that I should take some notice of the fore- 
going letter, which is in the same uokinad, unfair, and untruth- 
ful spirit with which the writer has treated me for the past 
year. J will, therefore, in the spirit of fairness and truth, 
attempt to vindicate myself and show wherein Mr. Under- 
wood is wrong. ` ec 

1. I hav made no misstatement in regard to Mr. Under- ; 
wood in any way. I hav neither been guilty of **dowr- 
right falsehood " ror ‘fa mean distortion of facts." I hav 
uttered nothing but the (ruth in anything I hav said in, re*- 
erence to him, Instead of making such a general and loose 

` statement of denial as he has done, it would hav been more 
honorabieto hav pointed out any ‘‘ downright falsehood ” or 
any ‘mean distortion of facts" of which I hav been 
guilty. Ical upon him to do this or to withdraw the calumny 
he has published against me. I hereby offer him- one hun- 
dred dollars for each falsehood he will prove I hav uttered, 
koowingly, either with respect to himself or his compeers, 
Abbot, Eilis, McNellis, Bundy, or Comstock. 

2. Mr. Underwood pretends to be unable to imagin why 
I should hav anything to say in the way of censure of him 
in regard to his treatment of myself. . Let me assure him 
then, that it is only since I left prison that I hav seen the 
letters he wrote to the E.-P. Journal respecting myself. I 
was not allowed in the prison to even lay my hand upon 
those papers or to know what ih-y contained. It was not 
until after I had left prison that I had a -chance to know 
that in writing of me to Burdy's paper he had used such 
expressions in connection with myself as ‘‘ vulgarity,” 
** vice," ‘deliberate, malicious culminator of a virtuous 
woman, whom he vainly tried to corrupt and ruin," ‘his 
character is most despicable,” ** he is unfit to represent any 
decent movement or to associate with decent men and; 
women.” ‘Tne only way that D. M. Bennett’s name gau 
be saved from everlasting disgrace is to impeach the genu- 
ineness of those letters.” “Il what you [Bundy] hav pub- 
lished be true, the Liberal public will no longer hav confi- 
dence in the man and the sympathy which has been go 
generously bestowed will be withdrawn." ‘* The perusal of 
which [the letters] has left on my mind a feeling of unut- 
terable disgust.” Ia Mr. Underwood’s remarks, as pub- 
lished in the Chicago Jnter-Ocean, Dac. 10, 1379, he used 
such expressions as these: “I always objsoted to Bennett's 
course, as Shown in tho general obscenity of his journal, 
his scurrilous articles against the clergy, and the coarseness 
ks exhibited when attacking religion and its professors," 
the eulprit," "the aged sinner,” He slso represonted the 
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. supporters of THE TRUTH SEEKER as being ‘‘ Freelovers’ 


and ‘‘tag-rag and bobtail,” while on the other hand be 
i “represented,” as he said, an entirely distinct class who were 
as utterly opposed to me on account of my offense against 
the laws of decency as were the most conservative Chris- 
tians of the country. ‘The brilliant orator [Ingersoll], at 
my solicitation, interfered on behalf of the aged sinuer.” 
“Since then Col. Ingersoll and the best men of the party 


hav left him to his fate, and altcgetker on account of his: 


own immorality.” It was not until I left prison that I 
fully learned that he had said to friends of mine that ‘ Ben- 
nett must be crushed.” Is was not till after I left prison 
ihat I found out the falsity of the assurance he gave me 
while in prisqn, that attacks should not be recommenced 
upon me. It was not until after I left prison that I learned 
he was writing to my best friends, using his utmost ability 
to turn them against me and to damage me in their estima- 
tion. I hav seen several of these letters, and in a part of 


one of them only I counted thirteen falsehoods he had told, | 


and I pointed them out. It is not till since I left prison 
that I learned that he was one of the original self-appointed 
_ Censors or conspirators who felt themselves called upon to 
read over and examine my private letters, with which tht y had 
` not the slightest business, and to advise their publication to 
the world and this while I was in prison, as he still says 
“unjustly.” It was not till since I left prison that I became 
apprised of the man’s duplicity when his accomplice, Bun- 
dy, published a part of the letters, to rush several hur- 
dred miles in obedience to Bundy’s telegram to examin the 


, letters and decide whether they were false or genuin, and | 


to pretend to be greatly shocked by them, when he had 
looked them over several weeks before and knew they wou:d 
be published. Is it strange, upon all this information com- 
ing to my knowledge after I left prison, especially when the 
. vileet and dirtiest attack that was ever made upon a man 
‘was perpetrated upon me, and which I knew, if Mr. Ua- 
derwood did not hav a hand in, was but a part of the 
‘contemptible mode of attack which he helped to inaugu- 
'rate—is it strange, I repeat, that I should hav a few words 
' to gay ia allusion to the gentleman? I confess I am not so 
, much a follower of Jesus as when smitten on one cheek to 
turn the other for a blow, or when spit upon or otherwise 
i befouled to ask to hav it repeated and rubbed in. 
3. Mr, Underwood says I hav quarreled with, and applied 
; the foulest epithets to nearly every editor and advocate of 
Liberal thought in the country who has had the temerity to 
criticise my course or object to my methods. -This is most 
untrue, I hav notquarreled with onein ten, or perhaps one 
,in twenty of those who criticise me or object to some of my 
methods. I am really a good-natured sort of person. I hav 
applied foul epithets to none, nor hav I applied epithets of 
any kind to any Liberal editors until they began on me, 
calling me all the vile names they could well think of. I 
[never spoke an uncomplimentary word of Payne, Abbot, 
Bundy, nor Underwood until after they had denounced me 
and published me to the world as a forger, a dealer in and ad- 
, vocate of obscene literature, an “impostor,” ‘ foul-mouthed 
libertin," “‘apostla of nastiness,” “ martyrimpostor,” “an 
‘old Lothario,’!‘‘ a libertin,” and:much clsein the samo line. 
It was not until such epithets were appiied to me that I 
retorted upon my assailants, and even then I said nothing 
but What was true. I did not apply to them sucn vile 
epithets as they bad piled upon me in neaily fifty newspaper 
columns of the dirtiest abuse, and this sent to all the news- 


e 


Abbot and some others I hav spoken illof. Probably he 
means Ellis, McNellis, Buudy, and Comstock. A man who 
-ean be honored by being placed in that crowd is low 
indeed. $ , 

7. It is singular that Mr. Underwocd should be under the 
necessity of looking to Mr. Abbot for opinions respecting 
my character, when Mr. Abbot never saw me to speak to 
me, except on one or two occasions, and then but a few 
words passed between us, whilo Mr. Underwood has been 
pretty intimately acquainted with me for more than six 
years, conversing with'me during that time probably five 
hundred times as much es the conversation held between 
Abbot and myself, Mr. Underwood bas had scores of busi. 
ness transactions with me; I hav done considerable woik 
for him and sold him large numbers of books, for which he 
has paid me several hundred dollars. I thought we were 
very good friends and that he was fully satisfied with me 
until he found I had written some letters toa woman, which 
he did not approve of, whea, probably by a ‘hint from 
Abbot he called me “immoral,” ** vulgar," a ‘ culprit,” an 
“aged sinner,” and other pretty names of a similar char- 
acter. If after his extensiv acquaintance with me and 
Abbots very limited scquaiatance he is under the neces- 
‘sity of going to Abbot to form a correct opinion of me, it 
proves either that Abbot must be extraordinarily astute, or 
Underwood uucommorly obtuse. Which horn? 

8. As to that donation of five dollars, I fear Mr. Undor- 
wood, under the circumstances, regrets making it, and under 
the Circumstances I do not waat it. I will credit his account 
by tbat amount (I believe there is still a balance in my favor), 
So that is settled, and he is none the poorer on accouut of 
that ‘coarse pamphlet with a salacious title.” By the bye, 
| Which part of the title is ‘‘ salacious?” Is it '' Cupid's," 

or “ Yokes?’ I confess myself a poor judge of sslacious 
matters. 

9. As to Mr. Underwood's charge about my “ trailiag the 
standard of Liberalizn in the dust," I plead not guilty. II 
hav done it I do not keow it, and I am positiv. I did not 
intend it. I shall bav to submit it to my readers, 
whether the charge is truc. It makes me think of Abbot's 
scurrilous charge that I hav doae more injury to the cause 
of American Liberalism than any other man that ever 
lived. Iam really sorry if it isso. My hopes were exactly 
in the other direction. I hav no wish to boast of what L 
hav doue for Liberalism, but am sure I hav for the last six 
and a half years put in my time faithfully, working early 
and late three hundred and sixty-five days iu the year, 
What I hav produced may not be equal ia quality to that 
which the cultured Abbot and Underwood hav evolved from 
their inner consciousness, but what I hav lacked in quality, 
I hav endeavored to meke up in quaatity. 

10. Mr. Underwood says I hav done what I “could by 
methods peculiar to myself to injure him with the Liberal 
public.” This is most false. I hav done nothing of the 
kind. But he has persistently tried to injure me, to ruin my 
reputation aud business, to ‘‘crush” me, as he positivly 
said must be done. If I hav ever injured him to the amount 
of a hair of his head, or à penny in his pocket, I don't 
Kaow when it was. 

ii. As to ‘‘ the insignificance of my influence and that of 
Tax TRUTH SEEKER among Liberals of iatclligence, char- 
acier, and worth," I hav nothingtosay. Idonotclaim a very 
large amount of influence. I hav not tried to lead people 
around very much, by the nose or otherwise. My ambition 


papers in the country, many of which republished the same. | has been to issue a good, intercsling, truthful paper, and 
There was this difference, they applied epithets to me that | books of the same character, and Iam flattered that there 
were most false, while I did not apply one false epithet to | 8re some in the country, though they may be ‘‘ tag-rag and 
them, After being treated in the intolerable way I was, I | bobtails," who appreciate the efforts I hav made. So long 
cannot think it was my duty to stand or sit zupinely and say, | a3 I get letters almost every day—and from tolerably ‘in- 
* Good brothers, please go on ; do so some morc.” No, Ij telligent” people too—acknowledging that they owe their 
hav simply performed my duty, and denounced in strong, | Conversion to me, I will try to bear the loss of the 
clear, fitting language the most contemptible treatment ever | appreciation ot Ellis, Underwood, and Abbot. I know I 
extended to à human being. A great deal of meanness has| Would far rather hav the approval of fifty thousand of the 
been measured out to me within the past fifteen months, | class Mr. Underwood calls ''tag-rag and bobtaila’? than 
but none has been go cruel, so unbrotherly, so heartless, so | the mere baket’s dozen of the highly-cultured, exquisit 
perfectly despicable, as that from tho hands of those who | wen like the three named. Tae growing list of Tug TRUTH 
profess to be Liberals—Underwood, Elis, Abbot, Bundy SEEGER indicstes that the bobtails must be pretty numerous 
& Co. and still increasing. And now that Mr. Underwood (doubt- 


4. Mr, Underwood says I made his visits to me in prison less by the advice of Mr. Abbot) has decided to withdraw. . 


a subject of “ fault findizg and contemptible misrepresen-| tae ‘‘ consideration” which hitherto, “egainst the advice 
tation.” There is not à word of truth in this. I did not| 90d protesis of leading Liberals," he has favored me with, 
find fault with his visiting me, nor did I misrepresent him | I shall endeavor to bear the infliction with the best grace 
‘“ contemptibiy,” or in any other way. I simply related possible, ¿This is a world of losses and disappointmente. to 
. Some of the remarks he made and some that I made, and I|be sure! “The best of friends must part.” 
told the truth in what I said. I treated him civilly when| 1%. Mr. Underwood speaks of my iaferiority in inteilectual 
he called upon me, as I would now wore he to call upon me | and moral qualities as compared with Abbot and, probably, 
sgin. I was not specially overjoyed, and did not act so, | Ellis, Bundy, and himself, I think that is cruel—more 
5. He says the last communication he sent to Taz Trura| cruel than there is any need for. Itdid not get up {my 
SEEKER in vindication from my ‘malicious thrusts” was intellectual organization, and do not feel that I am to blame 
kept a month and returned to him unpublished. I don't} for its inferiority. fam well aware it is far inferior to.that 
know as I am to blame for that. lt was while I was in| Of many men, but how can I help it? Ibhav to take myself 
prison. Ineither saw his article nor had anything to say | 88 Lam, and other people lev to take-me ia the same way. I 
as to what appeared in Tas Taurn SEREkR. Besides, many | Wish I were more intellectual, but fear I cannot raise my intel- 
communications hav to wait much longer than a month | l¢ctual stature even to the extent of à single cubit. I would 
before room can bs found for them, and many can never | be glad to be as tall, intellectually, as Abbot, Underwood, 
flad room to appear at all. Mr. Macdonald was conducting|and Bundy, but I do not expect impossibilities, I 
the paper at the time, and ho informs me that Mr. Uader- | always thought it mean to twit a simpleton, one a little be- 
wood's demand for its early appearance was 80 peremptory | low par intellectually, with being a feol. Gentlemen are 
and dictatorial that he did not care to be particularly in a | not very api to do it. On tho score of morality I seem also 
hurry about it, and that Mr. Underwood ordered it returned. | to be deficient. Thst is bid, E must contess. Yes, I wrote 


I do not remember of ever refusing to print any article 
which Mr. Uaderwood sent me for publication. As to my 
* malicious thrusts,’ I must say that in view of the 
extremly hard things Mr. Underwood hed ssid about me 
before I had ever uttered an uncomplimentary word in 
respect to him, and when in reply I did not make use of an 
intemperate word, his charge of ‘malicious thrusts” is 
exiremely unjust, exactly as all his late conduct toward 
me has been. : 
| 6. He says he feels honored by being as1celated with Mr, 


some letters ; very naughiy letters, Underwood, Ellis, and 
Abbot think; but I am glad that from fifty to one hundred 
lies Cannot be traced to my door, as they cin to Abhot’s, or 
twenty that can be traced to Underwood's. Lam glad I 
hav never used the names from a list stolen from the Indeg 
office of another newspapers, by which to mail false, slan- 
derous, wnpriacipled sheets to ruin its edito, Tam gld I 
never deceived and shamefully treated a most worthy young 
woman, as Bills did ip Balem, Qato, Uf I hav written rather 
foo many letters, I hiv raagon to rejoioo that I am not nca» 


` 
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as mean and contemptible as those who hav tried to deeply 
injure me. If I thought myself as base as the five men who 
hav gone to such lengths to crush me, and that I could not 
get over it, I would commit suicide wiihin three days. 
But while I can say in truth that Iam nota liar, am nota 
thief, am not à drunkard, am not a forger, am not a coun- 
terfeiter, am not an adulterer, I hav to admit that I did 
write some private letters, which hav caused Ellis, Under- 
wood, Abbot, and Bundy a great deal of trouble, and that 
makes me immoral, ofcourse. If 1 had not written those 
letters, I might hav lied like Abbot, aad hav been all right, 
I presume also, notwithstanding even those letters, if I had 
voted for Abbot at the Liberal Congress in Syracuse in 
1878, and had influenced my friends also to support him, 
thereby cecuring his election, Underwood and Abbot would 
both hav considered me a tolerably moral man. I think, 
however, that the good work I did on that occasion will 
atone for all the private letters of my life. 

18. Among the untruths which Mr. Underwood has writ- 
en to my friends, I will now mention but one. He gays I 
denied writing those ‘‘ letters.” It is positivly false. I never 
dented it either in private or public, and I eal! upon him to 
tell when I denied it and to whom I denied it. If he will 
prove that I ever said anything of the kind, I will agree to 
owe him one thousand dollars. Tar TRUTH SEEKER in my 

' absence never denied it; if it did, Mr. Underwood is called 
upon to point out the number and page in which the denial 
appeared. If he will do this. satisfactorily, another $1,000. 
Since he will persistin making such misstatements, he ought 
to be honorable enough to acknowledge his error when 
pointed out to him. I hav all along been flattering myself 
that lam pretty good at ''owning up." More than two 
years ago I informed several of my near friends in this city 
that I had written those letters. I told my wife about 
it, and owned that I was sorry for writing them ; and Jest 
November f fancy I made a pretty clean breast of it when 
I told not less than fifty thousand people that I wrote those 
letters, and begged their pardon therefor. Sill the cul- 
tured, pure, moral, and respectable B. F. Underwood insists 
that I denied it. -How this world is given to falsehood ! 
He is of this world. 

14, Although Mr. Underwood makes the general charge 
that I am guilty of “downright falsehood, or a mean dis- 
tortion of facts,” he does not attempt to deny that he and 
Ellis appointed themselves a smelling committee at Bav- 
age's house.in Greenwood, after Ellis had obtained those 
letters, spent a part of a day in mousing over them, and 
deciding what course to pursue with them to crush Ben- 
nett the most effectually. Ashe does not deny it, as Ellis 
does not deny it, as Savage does not deny it, as Abbot does 
not deny it, though four weeks hav passed since the state- 
ment was made, it is pretty fair to conclude that there is 
much truth in it, If there is none, each of the parties named 
would be very ready to disown. 
is because they can not do so truthfully. Assuming, then, 
that it is not deniable, we are enabled to obtain a clear view 
of Mr. Underwood's “true inwardness.” After he had read 
over those strictly private letters to his entire satisfaction, 
and become sufiiciently filled with '*unutterable disgust,” 
he decided that they must be given to the world, whereupon 
he very soon gave out that ‘'Bannett must be crushed, "' 
Now the man may think he was acting honorably, kindly, 
and fraternally all that time, but it does not seem so to me. 
As bad as he considers me, I am very sure I would not hav 
served him so. Should Ellis, by the most dishonorable 
means in the world, come into possession of private letters 
of Underwood’s, though written some in playfulness, some 
as pastime, some in friendship, esteem, or even love, and I 
could not help knowing that he did not intend them at ali 
for the public eye, even if I thought they were in bad taste, 
and were discreditable to him, I don’t think that I should 
fee] that I had any business with them, or that anybody else 
had any business with them, especially if he was unjustly 
in prison at the time—unless I was extremely mean, and 
wished to pursue & most ungentlemanly, dishonorable 
course, unless I wished thereby to do him the greatest injury 
possible, which is hardly a supposable case. IfIhad it in 
my heart’s desire to crush him, and lwas sufficiently devoid 
of honor, I might hav-done it, but I would hav considered 
myself guilty of very low, mean, contemptible conduct, far 
worse than penning the letters for one eye alone. I should 
hav felt that if it was wrong to write them for the eye of 
one person only, to spread them before hundreds of thou- 
sands was infinitly more culpable and dishonorable, ali to 
crush” him, and cause his friends to forsake him. . 

Perhaps it is unbecoming in me to pass an opinion upon 
Mr. Underwood's conduct, 80 I will just submit it to my 
readers whether it was honorable, truthful, and gentlemanly, 
after he bad read over those letters, advised their publica- 
tion, and knew they were coming out, then when Bundy 
did bring them out with all of Ellis’ indecencies, falsehoods, 
slanders, epithets, garblings, exaggerations, headings 
and sandwichings, making them appear ten times worse 
than they would otherwise, for Underwood to rush 
several hundred miles to Chicago in obedience to a tele- 
graphic summons from his accomplice Bundy, to pretend to 
gee and decide whether the letters were genuin, and to be 
duly shocked and disgusted, and to declare that Bennett 
was gone, ‘hook and line," and even that *' burnt brandy 
would not save him.” Let it be remembered, in connection, 
that after Bundy had sent him & dispatch to come at once, 
when Underwood was afterwards censured for being so 
ready to ‘‘ mix in," and meddle himself with what did not 
concern him in the slightest degree, he attempted to make 
it appear to my wife and others that he went at the urgent 
request of my frieads, and otherwise would not hav gone. 
This, added to what he said to the reporter of the Inter- 
Ocean, is sufficient for the Liberal public to decide upon. 
Let them take the case, and a justand true verdict render. 

T regret to lose the friendship of Mr, Underwood, Thay 


Why they do not deny it, 


entertained a feeling of respect-for him, and hav wished to 
co-operate with him in the dissemination of the truths of 
reason snd Freethought. I hav notseen so much to con- 
demn in him as he has in me, and hav had no occasion, 
until recently, to censure his letters, his tastes, his modes 
2nd methods of prosecuting his labors, his untruthfulness, 
his deficiency or excess of “vulgarity.” I think I hav 
appreciated the good work be has performed, and hav on 
ail occasions spoken in praise of it. I gladly would retain 
his good will, and to my knowledge I hav done’ nothing to 
forfeit it except to write some rather unfortunate letters and 
to sell a “coarse pamphlet with a salacious title.” If I 
hav offended in other directions 1 am quite ignorant of it, 
both as to the where and when. Being from this time 
henceforth deprived of his reccgnition and ''considera- 
tion," I shall go on in what I conceive to be my duty. I 
shall continue to publish THE Trova SEEKER so long as I 
hav the mental and financial ability to do so, and enough of 
the uncultured :ag-rag and bobiails staud by me and are dis- 
posed to help me still fight the battle. I shall still strive to 
make TuE TRUTH SEEKER an acceptable paper to the Lib- 
erals of the country, and will make it the remainder of my 
life-work to correct such mistakes as I hav made, to right 
my wrongs, to discontinue any reprehensible conduct of 
which I hav been guilty; in short, I shall try, during the 
remaining years that are left of my life, to try to be a zeal- 
ous, consistent Liberal to do all the good I conveniently 
can, and to speak evil of no man without cause. 

Mr. Underwood had it in his power to do me a great 
kindness, When those private letters were, by a most 
unprincipled person, thrown upon the market, and they 
were eagerly clutched at by bitter enemies, who wished to 
crush me even lower than I was—being then in prison— 
and he was called upon by certain evil-disposed persons to 
act as a member of a smelling committee to nose among 
those private letters, and hold an inquest over them to de- 
cide how they could best be used to my injury, if he had 
taken a charitable view of the matter and said: “True, 
these letters are not in good taste ; it is a wonder how.a 
person could write such a number of letters of this kind, 
but there is nothing criminal in them. They propose the 
violation of no law, human or divine, nor the practice of | 
any species of immorality. They are strictly of a private 
character ; they were not written for the public, and the 
public has no business with them. The writer doubtless 
was worse than wasting his time in penning them, but he 
had a right to act foolishly if he wished, and as he has 
harmed no one by them, as they were written two years 
ago ; as the writer has worked industriously in the cause of 
Freethought ; as the publication of these letters can do no- 
possible good, and especially as the writer is now serving 
outa severe and unjust sentence in prison, L advise their 
being destroyed. "Their; publication will only be adding 
injury to &n already deeply injured man, and can do no 
possible good to the Liberal cause by bringing scandal upon 
it, and will place in the hands of our enemies the wespons 
with which to destroy us.” Had Mr. Underwood taken that 
sensible view of the matter, and spoken those charitable 
words, in all probability those letters would never hav been 
published, that great sorrow would not hav been brought 
upon my head, and the Liberals.of America would hav 
been saved an unnecessary grief. "True, it would hav been 
better had the letters not been written, but as they were 
written, and the public had not been annoyed with them, it 
would hav been far better to let them remain in the privacy 
for which they were intended and entirely fitted. But, on 
the contrary, Mr. Underwood exhibited the possession of a 
very uncharitable spirit. He seemed to vie with my foes; he 
joined in the unkind foray upon an imprisoned man, and 
evinced a disposition to ruin me, if possible. He declared I 
must be ‘‘ crushed;” he was privy to the publication of my 
private correspondence, if he did not advise it, and he has 
gaid a great many unkind things about me since, and several 
things untrue. This, taken together with the secrecy ob- 
served in the Conspiracy, the concert of action On the part 
of Ellis, Underwood, Abbot, Bundy, and perhaps Comstock; 
the extra effort and expense to mail ten to twenty thousand 
extra copies of slauderous sheets; the dishonorable use 
of names from a stolen mail-list, by which thousands of my 
friends were reached, the resumption of the unkind attacks 
upon me since I came out of prison, the unmanly and das- 
tardly circulars printed and mailed by the thousand to my 
friends and patrons; the inability to deny the meeting of the 
Smelling Committee in Greenwood; all these combined 
point out most unmistakably a greater amount of wrong 
done to an inoffensiv individual, who had not indulged in 
the slightest wish to injure any one, a greater amount of 
unkind, cruel, unmanly treatment than is often met with, 
the culpability of which, the writing of a thousand indiscreet 
private let ters would not equal. 

As Mr. Underwood has condemned me so unmercifully, 
and has been 80 utterly disgusted with my conduct, it is per- 
haps but natural that I should return the compliment upon 
him, and be open to conviction, that with all his disgust for 
other people's mistakes and bad taste, he has himself not 
been exactly immaculate. Possibly the white lily is a trifle 
whiter and purer than he. Iam receiving communications 
in reference to some of Mr. Underwood’s little peccadilloes. 
It is known that he has held private correspondence, more 
or less amatory, even with ladies. On a certain occasion a 
letter from a certain lady sent to the care of Mr. Underwood’s 
friend in Dubuque, was forwarded to Thorndike, Mass., 
and as ill luck will sometimes hav it, this letter with '' sala- 
cious ” import fell into the hands of the immaculate Sara 
herself, whereupon it is said Benjamin, when he reached 
home, received such à mild and gentle dressing down that 
his hair, like my Own, has not been very thick on ihe top 
of his head since. It is known that he has had amatory 


I hay lettere bearing upon these little episodes, but decline 


with the deepest contempt and loathing. 


pen in his defense. 


experientes in California, Illinois, and other Western states, 


for the present to place them before the public until backed 
by sworn affidavits or corroborativ testimony. 


lrecently received a letter from one of the most promi- 


nent Liberals in the state of Iowa, in which a paragraph 
reads in this wise : 


* On a certa inoccasion B. F. Underwood insulted a lady 


in Waverly, Bremer county, Iowa, with an infamous prop- 
csition. This is susceptible of the clearest proof, both from 
the lady herself and a prominent and intelligent Liberal 
who happened to be near enough to hear the lady'8 scorch- 
ing rebuke and see the cultured culprit quail and sneak 
away. The lady will make a statement of the facts over 


her own name, as well as the gentleman who overheard 
her remarks." 


Oh, can it be possible that the spotless man of Thorndike, 


whom Abbot so greatly admires, and who feels such ‘ un- 
utterable disgust” at the failings of othera, should act in that 
way? Who would hav thought it? It must be true, for the 
source from whence it comes is of the most reliable charac- 
ter. 
them had not Mr. Underwood done me the great injury he 
has; and not even now, only that he, as well as myself, may 
be understood by the Liberals of the country just as we are. 
If this contemptible warfare is kept up on me, there are 
indications that several interesting facts, well authenticated, 
may be brought to light about some of these most excellent 
persons who are co fond of calling pupic attention to other 
people's imperfections. 


Kuowing these facte, I would hav scorned to name 


Mr. Underwood has said that he pilies me. Well, I will 


not be outdone by him in any good work—I pity him also. 
I think he has undertaken too large a contract. 
endeavored to make the Liberals of America believe, that 
his ** bosom friend " F. E. Abbot is an honorable, excellent, 
bigh-minded gentleman. 
Liberals cannot be wheedled into the belief that a man, 
however great professions he may make, however sonorous 
his pretensions to purity and morality may be, who takes 
pleasure in spreading broadcast over the land the private 
letters of a brother in distress, with a view of causing his 
utter „ruin, and using the names upon that brother's 
mail list, stolen by a thief, and sending thousands of extra 
copies of his slanderous sheet, alike to friends and foes 
with the express purpose of Causing the friends to be alien- 
ated, and the brother’s reputation, happiness, and business 
to be destroyed, is a high-minded, honorable gentleman 
worthy of their regard and: recognition. 
approvingly quote the abusive remarks and unmanly and 
false insinuations against as estimable ladies as liv upon the 
face of the earth is tatally unworthy the respect of all true 
Liberals. 
estimate of the little maligner : 


He has 


He never can doit. American 


A man who will 


They will far sooner accept E. C. Walker's 


* Never let his name [Abbot's] be again spoken, save 
Lower than he 
has descended no man can go. He has touched the almost 
fathomless depths of infamy; and hereafter mark as a 
traitor to Freethought and Liberalism, as the sworn enemy 
of justice and truth, as a panderer to falsehood and cow- 
ardly defamation, as the would-be assassin of innocence 
and virtue, as the poltroon smiter of gray-haired women 
and tender girls, any man who lifts his voice or wields his 
He has made himself an outlaw. Let 
the fate of outlaws be hie. The man who will quote with- 


out emphatic disapproval such words concerning such 


women as Amy Post and Lucy N. Colman is a scoundrel.” 
This is severe, but it is just. What Ingersoll said in speak- 


ing of another slanderer, Joseph Cook, will apply equally 
well to Abbot : s 


t When he made that statement, he wrote across the fore- 


head of his reputation the word LIAR. He is a low, inte- 
mous màn. 
him who will endeavor to blacken the reputation of another 


Meanness cannot descend beyond the level of 


simply because he could not answer his argument. I de- 


spise, I execrate with every drop of my blood, any man or 


woman who wilfully attempts to destroy the reputation of 
another.” 

Mr. Underwood may be more successful with the rest of 
his compeers, Ellis, McNellis, Bundy, Comstock & Co., 
though the prospects are not specially promising. (It may 
be stated in parenthesis that one of the reporters to whom 


the second person named told the story of her wrongs and how 
she was ‘‘ persecuted,” because she would not yield up her 


*' virtue," has admitted that he slept with her several nights at 


the time he was pretending to inquire into my great impurity. 
If necessary, it can be. proved in any court that nearly a 


dozen others hav been recipients of like favors. Whether 


the Boston meddler and interviewer who came here to find 


out what he could aad to obtain possession of those letters 
was equally fortunate, is not known ''on Change," but 
there are good grounds for suspicions. This is Ellis’ 
“angel of heaven,” and “angel of light," in whose favor 


he was so horrified lest she should be deprived of her *' vir- 
tue." This is the ‘‘ virtuous young woman” so gallantly 
championed by Underwood, and whom he charges me with 


trying to '* corrupt and ruin.” But I never did it.) It is pre- 


sumed Mr. Underwood will continue to be honored by being 
associated with such persons as Abbot and the others with 
whom he has co-operated. If his inclinations are in that 
direction, I will not try to draw him away. 
joined to his idols. Let him alone. 


Benjamin ig 
D. M. BENNETT. 
tO _—-——. 
New Auxiliaries, 

181. DeTour, Mich.—Cecelia Hill, Secretary. 

192. Middletown, N. Y.—H. W. Nivers, Secretary. 

193. Walla Walla, Wash. Ter.— W. S. Gilliam, Sac. 

Liberals wishing to form auxiliaries can hav instructions 
and documents by addressing A, L. Rawson, Sec. N., L. L., 
19 Lafayette Place, New York. 


————— — "7^9 ————— —— 

TAE prospects are that the Liberal convention to be held 
at Lansing, Mich.. the 2d, 3d, and 4th of July, will be @ 
large gathering of the progressive people of the Northwest, 
The writer expects to be present if circumstances- permit, 
and will be pleased to make the acquaintance of our Michi. ` 
gan friends, H, L, GREEN, 
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Sinancial. 


Discussion of the National Financial System. 
BETWEEN DR. H. H. MORRISON AND JOHN W. TRUESDELL. 


DR. MORRISON'S SIXTH LETTER. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTA SEEKER, Sir: My ‘‘er- 
rors” hav evidently disturbed my opponent’s equilibrium. 
He took up nearly two pages of Tux TRUTH BÉEKER try- 
ing to break the force of my statement in reference to the 
enormous gains made by the national system. His lan- 
guage is an evasion of facts, a misapplication of my lan- 
guage, and a total failure to break the chain of facts I pre- 
sented. Ia none of his letters has he referred to more than 
two or three of my arguments, taking up most of his space 
in combating one idea alone, and it the easier one to fight. 
I had hoped he would take up my arguments sertatum and 
giv a respectful and candid answer to each, but in that I 
hav been disappointed. My main arguments hav not even 
been alluded to by him. They hav been entirely evaded 
and passed by. My attention was attracted to the fre- 
quency with which Mr. Truesdell used the word “ fiat.” 
One would suppose he had “fist” on the brain. It .is 
strange how the advocates of a bad causs wili grasp at and 
make use of any epithet however foolish or inappropriate, 
if it will only serve their purpose to ridicule and turn 
away the attention of the people from the real question at 
issue. My opponent surely must be enlightened enough to 
know that there is no legal money except ‘‘ flat” money, 

. whether it be made of gold, silver, copper, nickel, or paper 
All other kinds are but a promis to pay money, and are not 
a legal tender. 

My opponent’s boasted national bank bill is redeemable in 
the hated ‘‘greenback.” Hated by whom? No one but 
those interested in their destruction, bankers, gold gam- 
blers, and political pimps who do their bidding. But the 
people, those who produce all the wealth, love the ‘‘ green- 
back" better than any money we hav ever had, notwith- 
standing the fact that it was dishonored. by the two excep- 
tions imposed upon it by Congresa, after Congress had been 
manipulated by the agents from the ‘‘caverns of bullion 
brokers and from the saloons of the associated banks.” 

It does seem to me that à man who, in the light and 
experience of the few past years, will attempt to excuse our 
government for creating an untaxed, interest-bearing debt, 
or to defend it as right in the least, has not only ‘‘ pock- 
eted," but entirely buried his conscience, He may be ever 
#0 nice a fellow privately, but the Lord help him from his 
political standpoint. We of the national party regard this 
bonded debt as most unjust to the people and wholly un- 
necessary. My remedy can be found in my last. Such a 
debt creates castes in society, permitting those who hav the 
money 80 to invest it as to become the sharks of the commu- 
nity, reaping the benefits of protection to life and property 
by the state, while they pay not a cent for its support. 

I was a little amused at my opponent's effort to prove the 
national circulation a ‘little safer" to the people than a 
government legal tender circulation. He admits the gov- 
ernment is pledged for their redemption, In what? Green- 
backs. My opponent does not tell his readers that a 
national bank could put their securities, including their 
specie, out of their hands, thus leaving no security for their 
circulation except the government bonds, while it is utterly 
impossible for the government to fail. I recogsize the fact 
that some time in the future the government will, as every- 
thing else, die, change; but I unhesitatingly say that a full 
legal tender paper money issued by the government and put 
out among the people without interest—as indicated in my 
last—would be the beat and safest money that has ever been 
devised. , 

And this now brings me to consider the new measure of 
value that my opponent has been so much exercised about. 
And well do i know that the idea of a paper medium of 
exchange, although it be issued by tbe supreme '' fiat,” not 
based upon gold, being safe to the people, is to the average 
mind au absurdity. Further on I will try to elucidate this 
theory. 

It has been stated by some political economist writers 
that ninety-six per cent of the exchanges are made through 
clearing- houses, bills of credit, etc. Be this as it may, it is 
sure that a very small portion are made with specie. One 
thing is sure, we are compelled to hav and use some kind of 
& paper currency. 2 

I shall now try to giv “a reason for the faith within us,” 
and if possible establish the truth of our theory. Individ- 
ual prosperity is made sure by intelligent and remunerated 
labor. Industry is stimulated and mainly kept up by ade- 
quate returns for the labor bestowed. Contentment. is the 
associate with and outgrowth of prosperity, hence only 
through collectiv prosperity comes general contentment, 
natfonal unity, public good will, and a cheerful and faith- 
ful support of government. A medium of exchange, called 
money, is an absolute necessity if we would perpetuate our 
advanced civiliz.tion. That system of finance which will 
facilitate the exchanges of the products with the least fric- 
tion—interest to the middleman—is the best system. 


And furthermore, experience has demonstrated the fact 
that there should be a sufficient volume of currency to 
stimulate industry up to à healthy activity. Also enough 
to exchange the commodities—cash—in this way dispens- 
ing with the burden of debt, so as leave in the hands of toil 
a just reward for its services, 

Again, the volume of currency needed should be year by 
year kept at a regular per Capita amount, so that the price 
of commodities would be uniform, governed only by the 
law of supply and demand. This would help to break 
down ,the spirit of speculation, one of the curses of 
Bocioty, 


Production should be stimulated and encoursged, while 


speculation should in every way—so as not to violate indi- 
vidualliberty—be discouraged, prohibited ; and why ? be- 


cause production is for the general and individual good. 


i Speculation simply transfers created weslth from the 


hands of those whose labor produced it to the hands of him 
who produces nothing. In other words, legal stealing is the 


real name and meaning of the modern word, ''specu- 
lation.” 


One example. It has been published, and I suppose true, 
that during last year J. Gonld ‘‘speculated” and made 
twenty million of dollars. A truly intelligent, discriminat- 
ing, and provident people would put that man in the peni- 
tentiary for life; or what would be better, destroy the 
opportunities for such unrighteous, demoralizing, and im- 
perial accumulations. l 

Bome are not able to eee how a legal tender government 
paper currency can serve the wants of business, unless it is 
based upon gold. I declare the making of two kinds of 
money, one out of a cheap and plentiful substance and 


based upon another made of a very costly and scarce sub- 
stance, to be one of the greatest frauds of the nineteenth 


century. 


What if we hav grows up all our lives under the system 


that declares by *' fiat" of law that so many grains of gold, 


and 80 many grains of silver, so fine, shall be—in law—one 


doliar ? And whatit all the civilized nations hav adhered 


to the gold or silver standard, using one or both ? Does all 
of that establish it as a “truth,” that such a system is the 
true one, the best one for the well-being of humanity? We 
We think that; experience, past and present, 
has demonstrated it as a truth that it ie, perhaps, the very 
worst system that could be invented. Worst for the people, 
but best for the class who seek to accumulate wealth with- 


think not. 


out labor, without production. 


Now, Mr, Truesdell, let us take the ‘‘ bull by the horns," 
and say that the government shall first issue a full legal 
tender paper money, put it. out in one way and another 
among the people, without interest, then abolish banks of 
This medium 
would circulate freely among the people without friction. 
The people would look upon such & money as their oWn 
But you say it 
has no intrinsic value and must be redeemed, or at least 
based upon a redeemer, even though the redeemer is ten or 
twenty times less in volume than the paper medium. But 


every private and corporate description. 


child, would love it, would reverence it. 


is not this medium redeemed every time it pays a debt, 


private or national, every time it is exchanged for a com- 
modity with which to suppost life or to clothe or shelter the 
body ? But my.opponent will say, The time is coming when 
jt must be redeemed with gold or the bill-holders will lose 


the whole of it. Well, Mr. Truesdell, suppose I acknowl- 


edge that a true statement, what of it? Let us see? My 
opponent will hardly dispute this proposition, viz., that said 
money will answer as a domestic tool of trade just so long 
a3 the present form of government shall continue ; neither 
will it be seriously disputed that such a money would be 
one stropg bond of union between the whole people and 


their government. 


We will now suppose (not unreasonable) that the govern- 


ment has existed for five hundred or a thousand years. Up 
to this time the people hav lived contentedly, prosperously, 
their material wants well supplied, consequently plenty of 
time to attend to their mental and social needs. They are 
well supplied with all the needed commodities, having pros- 
pered for generations, free from the curse of a fluctuating 
volume of currency, no inflation nor contraction to disturb 
prices, nor the curse of the mondépolization of the money, 
or the imposition of high rates of interest; no paupers, no 
millionaires, no castes in society, nor privileged classes. 
They hav all been able to accumulate and lay by more or 
less specie as well as the other commodities. 
This is picture No. 2. Now let us look at picture No. 1. 
Now suppose this present financial system to hav been in 
force for five hundred or & thousand years. We find that 
the people hav lived in a continual state of unrest; a high 
rate of interest has eaten up their substance and driven 
them from their once happy homes. Bank inflation period- 
ically has stimulated speculation rather than production. 
Contraction, like the spider’s web, caught most of the ener- 
getic speculators and bankrupted them. "The people hav 
allowed a privileged fow called bankers to furnish the 
medium of exchange, and charged them usurious rates for 
the same, expanding and contracting the volume to suit 
their own cupidity. The wealth created by the people has 
been through this and kindred systems swallowed up, the 
masses reduced to serfs or tenants at will; hundreds of 
thousands of paupers on one side, on the other side a few 
landlords and money millionaires. And what about the 
money when the change comes? A few thousand individ- 
uals or corporate banks hav furnished the paper medium, 
and it makes no kind of difference whether their bills are 
based upon specie or -government bonds; when the crash 
comes, and the government is destroyed, the result wil! be 
the same—the specie will be owned by the banks, and it 
will be hidden away, so that the bill-holders will not get at 
it. It the government should possess a considerable amount 
of specie, it would fall into the hands of the spoliators and be 
spirited out of reach of the people. And suppose my oppo- 
nent’s beau ideal national banks are in existence, and ‘tis 
their bills the people hold, when the crash comes the specie 
will be equally as evanescent as if they were state or indi- 
vidual banks, while there would be no one found to honor 
the bond by paying specie or any other money for them. 
So, my readers, you can Very easily perceive that when the 
“crash of worlds” comes, all paper money, no difference by 
whom issued, goes alike to the dad. 

Then the question to be decided is, Will the people prefer 
to liv under a system that will confer prosperity, happiness, 


and plenty to all that will be industrious, or under $he 


present system, which only robs and impoverishes? 


As to the measure of value my opponent is so anxious to 


find, I will say that in all nature no such measure has been 
found, neither can it be. 
nations are all different, all arbitrary, all ** fist,” or some- 
thing worse. 
money." It cannot even regulate the price to a certainty. | 
It has declared 4123 grains of silver, 9-10 fine, to be a dol- 
lar, and the people tske it in payments of debts and in 
exchange for commodities, yet the commercial world says 


The measures of the several 


Congress cannot *'regulate the value of 


the dollar of the “dads” is worth but 88 cents in gold, 


which shows that gold and silver fluctuate in price, not 
value, governed by the great law of supply and demand. I 


giv it as a scientific and natural truth, that money should 
not be made out of a substance that is liable to be effected 
by supply and. demand. In other words, the money value 
thould not be disturbed by any rige or fall ia the commer- 
cial value, hence the importance in order to hav a true and 
uniform “ measure of value” of making their medium out 
of a substance the farthest removed from fluctuations in 


price caused by supply and demand. 


I will now attempt a condensed review of the arguments 
I hav presented. I hav shown that gold and silver are not 
the best substances out of which to coin money, and that it 
could be nothing less than a fraud for banks to issue paper 
promises based on specie ; and especially so when the banks 
were allowed to retain the basis—specie—in their own pos- 
session. That under such a system business would be ex- 


cited, then depressed, by fluctuations in the market, caused - 


by high rates of interest and the periodical inflation and 
contraction of the currency. I hav to some extent shown 
up the infamous financial legislation of the last eighteen 
years: In dishonoring the greenback by placing upon it 
the two exceptions, thus depreciating the government's own 
money, and by that act creating a new and extensiv market 
for gold, enabling the owners thereof to bull the price, in 
that way depreciating government bills and credit as well, 
and enabling those bullion mongers to buy up the bonds at 
less than fifty cents on the dollar. I showed that this un- 
tax:d interest-bearing debt was wholly unnecessary. The 
wickedness of the national bank act, their enormous gains 
as compared with the gains of production, and their tremen- 
dous monopolizing power; their influence over every species 
of business; that they are corrupting the body politic, our 
commerce, and the church as well. That money should 
not be issued by banks, but by the government alone, and 
that such money should be a full legal tender, should be 
put out among the people without interest until a per capita 
volume should be reached to enable the exchanges to be 
made cash. That said volume should be kept at the same 
per capita year by year. That the rates of interest charged 
by the banks was usurious, and thatit could not beremedied 


while banks were sllowed to issue and control the money. — 


That experience has proved that a government full tender 
paper medium will pass and serve to the fullest extent the 
purposes of a domestic mone y; that such a money would be 
8 strong bond of union between the people and their gov- 
ernment. e 

I hope that my opponent will, for once, get down to the 
main questions at issue, and especially thís one involving 
the full tender government paper money. 
a true reason for not adopting the new system as set forth 
above, in preference to the present or past systems. Dis- 
proveif you can that our system would be better for the 
people, the producers, but not for the non-producers. 

Mr. Editor, I am not done, but this discussion must close, 
In justice to myself I will say that this articie has been 
written under very unfavorable conditions. I hav been go 
feeble in health that I was compelled to lie down and rest 
several times during the writing. My readers as well as my 
opponent will be kind enough to make due allowance for 
any mistake. I hav been a little severe on the originators of 
our financial wrongs, but courteous to my opponent. I did 
not expect him to agree to my statements or arguments, but 
I think he has failed to disprove them. 

Dear readers, I seriously believe that on the proper settle- 
ment of this question depends our prosperity, happiness, 
and our liberties. ff health and time will permit, I shall 
during the next six months write several articles upon this 
most important subject, if you, Mr. Editor, will find room 
in your paper for them, 

With kindest regards for you personally, Mr. Truesdell, 
I now respectfully close. H, H. Monnisox. 

Charleston, IU., May 30, 1880. 


That “ Friendly Challenge.” 


To tax EDITOR or TuE TRUTH REEEER, Sir: As Iam 
not, hav not bee n, and do not intend to became a “‘ pugil 
istic Spiritualist " (the assertion in your last issue to the 
contrary), I will with your permission put on record my 
reasons for not accepting the invitation to participate in tbe 
*' friendly" discussion, proposed by your correspondent, 
W. F. Jamieson. 

1. The essential and fundamental difference between 
Spiritualists and Materialists has been in controversy ever 
since ‘‘ faith” was dogmatically put forth as the substance 
of things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen,” 
without any corresponding benefit to science or philosphy. 

2. The above conclusion, however uncomplimentary to 
the ancients, is none tLe less true of their modern repre- 
sentivs, since ‘‘neither Materialism nor Spiritualism (to 
use the language of Maudsley), are scientific terms," . . 
and it would seem to be full time that vague and barren 
disputation concerning Materialism and Spiritualism should 
end ; and that instead of continuing such fruitless and un- 
profitable discussion, men should apply themseives dili- 
gently to discover by direct interrogation of nature, how 
much cau be done "—scientiflcally. The more, as experi- 
ence and good authority agree in teaching, '' the only ques- 
tions nature hears are experiments ; the only answer she 
givs—phenomena ” (Liebig). 


If you can, giv _ 


? 4 
: ‘ L. 
i - : 


The Truth Seeker, fune 19,1888. —— 


8. The rank and file of the men and women who hav by the editor of that paper), and claimed to be a Materialist 


studied the phenomena of '**Od," mesmeric: trance, som- 
nambulism, double consciousness, catalepsy, clairvoyance, 
“ gecond sight,” mind-reading, nnd other phenomena classi- 
fled as Spiritual, are agreed in asserting they find more cer- 
tainties supporting the conclusion of a conscious. personal 
existence after death in such phenomena than hav, been 
accounted for or explained away by the most skilful appli- 
cation of the Materialistic philosophy. They are therefore 
satisfied with the logic of facts as they find them in history, 
biography, personal experience, and modern life, concluding 
that so much uniformity of evidence from witnesses sepa- 
rated by time, space, education, religion, health, and dis- 
ease is possible and conceivable only on the inference that 


i: death does not end all,” nor prevent the ‘the spirits” ; 
This is ; 


from reporting progress to their earthly friends. 
their essential and ultimate generalization, whatever mis- 
takes may grow out of their superficial acquaintance with 
some of the phenomena, and this ultimate is not likely to be 
seriously disturbed by the results of the proposed *' friendly" 
discussion. 

4. Practical, no less than theoretical, reasons justify the 
above conclusion, and among them the growing desire to; 
concentrate the liberal sentiment of the country against the 
foes of progress. 

The how and why of personal differences in the make-up 
of the mind no less than the development of the body be- 
long to anthropology, but the right “‘ to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness ” is a part of the nation’s faith, and 
should not be made secondary to any issue, 80 long as Free- 
thinkers and physiological reformers go to prison for opin- 
ion’s sake. Too much attention therefore cannot be given 
to the upbuilding of the Liberal League movement, £0 ; 
long as the government supports the church in the assump- 
tion of constructiv crime ; and I for one will find more pleas- 
ure in secularizing the nation’s theology than in any or all 
*'pugilistic " encounters that grow out of mere personal and ; 
private beliefs. 

This last reflection is suggestiv of my preferences after 
listening to or reading after the advocates of Materialism for 
nearly thirty-five years ; and all the more, as I find their 
canons of criticism to be much more idiosyncratic 
than scientific, however serviceable some of them may hav | 
been in detecting Spiritualistic fraud and exposing religious 
hypocrisy and humbug. But should the ‘friendly chal- 
lenge” eventuate in a written discussion, and find a pub- 
lisher in the editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, I doubt not I 
will giv it a careful reading, though I must continue to 
desire more practical and less speculativ issues among re- 
formers. ‘Yours for more fraternity of effort, . 

J. H. W. ToonEy. 
Chelsea, Mass., May 25, 1880. 
—— 9 — ———— 


by T. L. Brown and others. These parties are all mistaken 
‘as to my position. True Materislism is not antagonistic 
with true Spiritulism. But of course annihilation of man 
-asan individuality is diametrically opposed to the doctrin 
„Of a future life for man, But come along when it suits 
you; bear one-half the expenses and I will bear the other 
: half, and we will discuss. Fraternally yours, 
Norwich, N. Y., May 26th. T. B. TAYLOR, M D. 


m 


Prof. Jamieson’s * Friendly Challenge.” 


To THE EDITOR or Tux TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: I hav 
just read W. F. Jamieson's “ Friendly Challenge ” to- dis- 
cuss the merits of Spiritualism, and in the same friendly 
spirit I would, as a necessary preliminary, look the Profes- 
sor over 88 well as his friendly challenge. I hav just 
listened to a part of a course of lectures by the Professor at 


' Biranac, and all of another at Lowell; hav in the mean time 


conversed with him many hours; hav his friendly challenge 
before me, and therefore consider myself qualified to judge 
of what kind of a job we Spiritualists hav on hand, as well 
a8 what i8 needed as to the preliminaries. 

Knowing Prof. Jamieson as well as I do, it would be 
necessary, before entering upon a public discussion, to hav 
a clearer Understanding than cau possibly be had from his 
Challenge. He should be required to state what he would 
regard as absolute proof '*at the age of twenty " as well as 
at ** the age of forty " and eighty, first, last, and all the time. 
In my Conversation with him I could gain no admission 
from him that Bpiritualists had any evidence whatever. He 
declared that all the facts, tests, and proofs upon which 
Spiritualism is based will yet be explained away by men of 
science through the discovery of some as yet undiscovered 
law of the mind. 

Such speculation must not be admitted in a public discus- 
sion. If speculation must be resorted to by Mr. Jamieson, 
then his cause is not worth championing. Spcculation is 
not science. 

He states his position with ''scientific " exactness and 
marvelous clearness, thus: 

What was evidence to my mind at twenty years of age 
proved to be no evidence at forty. I now do not think that 
the ‘‘ wonders” of Spiritualism, all put together, demon- 
strate the existence of any spirit or mind after the death of 
its body. Ido not say that there is no spiritual world, but 
I do say that the probability is that when a man dies he is 
as dead as a dog; and a dog, when it dies, is as dead as a 
door nail as far as I know,? e., I do not know that the 
canine will not liv always. When he stops breathing, the 
probability is just as good for one as the other, from all 
appearances, ‘not to liv. Admitted, as science teaches, that 
appearances are deceptiv, I wish that Spiritualists could 
demonstrate their thesis. I offer them an opportunity to 
bring forward their demonstration. Will they do so ? 


Perhaps I ought to be satisfied with the above master- 


W. F. Jamieson’s “Friendly Challenge ” 
Accepted. 


Mz. Jamigson, Dear Sir: I hav read your letter in Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER challenging Spiritualists everywhere to. 
debate, and intimating that such hardly dare to meet you | 
and the other Materialistic Goliaths of the country in a fair ; 
. discussion of the question of a future life for man. I take | 
this method of informing you and all other gentlemen of; 
your ilk that I hold myself ready to meet you, and will 
gladly do so in debate upon the rostrum in this village. 
Come hither, my brother, and ‘‘let us reason together" in | 
a six-evenings discussion on this subject. Suit yourself as 
to time. My professional engagements are such as to for- ` 
bid my leaving the field of my present operations at this 
time, or I would '*meet you half way," for geographically . 
we are as far apart as we are in our convictions upon the 
subject of human destiny—that is, if you are sincere (sine 
serus), Which I accord to you, and yet your position is so 
anomalous that a question of your entire sincerity has been 
honestly raised by many of your friends, and many of them 
think that you sre so full of debate that, unable to find 
your match worth a cent among the Campbellites, Second ; 
‘Adventists, etc., and ‘spoiling for a fight,” eager for the 
fray, you hav turned upon what you once thought you knew 
to be true, and with your sledge-hammer of logic, meta- 
physics, speculation, and so forth, like the cynics in ancient 
Grecian philosophy, you ‘‘take the other side;" and just 
about as well one side as the other. Very well, brother; 
you shall hav your fill of it for once —Deo volente; and 
whether that imaginary gentleman (Mr. Deo) is willing or 
not, if you are, We'll hav a test of skill, a passage at arms, ; 
a measure of swords, coûte qu'il coûte. ‘ 

I make this acceptance of your challenge public for the 
reason that I once privately challenged one of your ilk—a . 
big gun in Materialism, I mean Mr. B. F. Underwood; and 
in his letter, which I hav on file, declining to publicly dis- 
cuss the question of a future life for man, he assigns two 
reasons for go doing which let the man down so low in my 
estimation that I hav not felt any respect for him since, not 
even enough to prompt me to reply to him by private 
letter ; and I should not hav made reference to him here 
but for the wording of your letter in Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
of the 22d ult. Mr. Underwood’s *' reasons” for declining 
a public discussion were two in number: 1. *I hav no 
time to devote to a discussion of that kind." (Yet, to my 
certain knowledge, he was in Chicago three or four days 
and nights just about the time I named in my challenge, 
and we might just as well hav had a set-to for three even- 
ings as not, as I resided there at that time.) 2. “ You and 
I are making common cause against a common foe ; there- 
fore," etc. 

My address ia Norwich, N. Y.; and I hav been doubted 
by such Spiritualists as J. M. Peebles and Giles B. Stebbins 
because of my Watkins lecture in 1878 at the Freethinkers' 
Convention (both of whom eriticised me sharply in the 
Banner of Light, and I was denied the privilege of a defense 


piece of logic as a statement of Mr. Jamieson's position, but 
knowing what I do of his speculativ science, and of his ten- 
dency to turn scientific, Spiritualistic, and Materialistic 
somersaults, I deem it essential to hav a clear statement 
from him of what he considers absolute proofs of identity 
and a future existence beyond death. Let him state Just how 
he would absolutely identify his wife, child, father, mother, 
or friend to-day, or should he meet them in a foreign land. 
If he will not accept physical nor intellectual tests from 
them to prove their identity and existence, how and by 
what means cau they satisfy him that they are the persons 
they claim to be. If he is going to put Spiritualism into a 
strait-jacket of absolute megation and speculation, and de. 
clare us to be no better than lunatics and idiots; if he, with 
his hide-bound and speculativ science, is going to ask us to 
&ppear;before an audience while he tells them, in behalf of 
speculativ science, we are idiotic, that we are deluded and 
deceived, he is mistaken. Self-respect on our part demands 
that Mr. Jamieson sha!l not hav the privilege of heaping 
upon us the humiliation of denying our facts and reducing 
our knowledge to zero. 

Mr. Jamieson must agree to use no speculativ science, 
must agreee to remember that absolute negations and asser- 
tions in debate mean nothing, unless backed up by argu- 
ment; must not pronounce upon my.facts and knowledge 
only by reasonable argument; must state what he will 
accept as absolute proof, and what proofs or evidence he 
accepted at twenty and reduced to zero at forty ; and then 
somebody may be found, perhaps, who will discuss this 
question with him. 

My experience with Prof. Jamieson has made me rather 
cautious. It reminds me of the Irishman and the flza, " now 
you'v got him, and now you havn't." 

Recently the Professor visited this locality, giving & 
course of lectures both at Saranac and Lowell. At Saranac 
I asked him the following question : ‘‘ If you were in spirit 
life, how would you manifest to your friends here so that 
they might,in your judgment, receive absolute proof of 
your identity and existence? His reply was: ''Spirits 
claim to be able to gather from the atmosphere elementa, 
and to clothe themselves in the same 80 as to become visi- 
ble. I would do that." This was accepted by those present 
as what he considered absolute proof. In Lowell, in his 
lecture on '* Evolution," he stated that there was absolutely 
no proof of a future existence, that the world was absolutely 
in the dark; that not a ray of light, intelligence, or evidence 
had ever been furnished or discovered to prove that we liv 
after death. 

The next day I asked Mr. Jamieson what he did with the 
great mass of authenticated facts which Spiritualists claim 
to hav and accept as scientific proofs of a future life ; what 
he did with the fact that thousands of the ablest and most 
trustworthy of the race, who stand unimpeached in any 
sense, claim to hav seen their parents, fathers, mothers, 
wives, brothers, sisters, and children, in all the naturalness 
SU completeness of their former existence, accompanied 


with names, incidents, physical and intellectual tests which 
belonged to and could come from no other source; what he 
did with all this. | His answer was, “I think they were de- 
ceived.” 

Again, I asked, “Jf you' yourself should witness the 
materialization of your friends as others claim to hav seen 
theirs, what would you do with it ?” He replied, ''I should 
think I was deceived—that it was an illusion." 

In both instances witnesses were present, who remember 
distinctly both questions and answers, and if need be, their 
names will be given, with statements, etc. When questioned 
in Lowell, he evidently had forgotten our conversation at 
Saranac, or perhaps evidence to him in Saranac would not 
be evidence in Lowell—another instance of evidence re- 
duced to zero; a Jamiesonian somersault equaled only by 
the twenty-forty affair of which the Professor speaks in hia 
challenge, 

I listened to his lecture on *' Evolution," and was sur- 
prised that throughout he should ignore utterly mind or 
intelligence. I did not suppose it possible for even a Mate- 
rialist to deliver a lecture on this grand subject without at 
least alluding to the evolution of mind or intelligence. It 
was mattter, matter, matter, nothing else; and so far as hia 
lecture would prove, nothing has ever occurred but simply 
a change in the relative positions of atoms. He started with 
nebulous matter, followed it through all its geological strat- 
ifications and distributions, went into raptures over the 
wonderful magnitude and number of worlds and suns that 
revolve in space, and then ended by the “ scientific " deduc- 
tion that man by comparison shrank into such utter insig- 
nificance that he was not worth being carried forward into 
a future existence any more than the merest worm. This 
was the only allusion to man in the entire lecture. It was 
a gigantic effort to belittle man by comparison, and reduce 
him to zero. : : 

I find everything Mr. Jamieson said on the subject of evo- 
lution in works on astronomy, physical geography, and 
geology. Iam disposed to criticise Prof. Jamieson for his 
inconsistency, as well aa charge him with injustice toward 
his friends and allies. I asked him if he would please be just 
enough to us, his Spiritualistic friends, who were advertia- 
ing, sustaining, and entertaining him, to say to his audi- 
ences, when speaking of this matter of evidence, that we 
claim to hav evidence that satisfies us and that we regard 
as absolute proof. Straightening himself with all the dig- 
nity of a conqueror of worlds, he said, ‘‘The man on the 
rostrum is the one who is to decide what he is to say.” Just 
so. But the man who don’t occupy the rostrum can decide 
what he shall accept as truth, and what he shall criticise. 

Again I demand as a necessary preliminary a statement of 
what he would consider absolute proof of personal identity, 
what would be proofs of a future existence and spirit com- 
munia», that he could stund by at least while he is traveling 
from one town to another ; also why he ignores, in his lec- 
ture on ''Evolution," intelligence, mind, and man, and 
especially why he accepts the services and money of Spirit- 
ualists, and then insults them by declaring that nòt a ray of 
evidence has ever been received of a life beyond the grave. 


Lowell, Mich. E A. CHAPMAN. 
—9 


* 


National Convention of Physicians, 


A callis issued for a Convention to be held at Chicago, 


August 24, 1880, of liberally disposed and progressive phy- ' 


sicians who are in favor of more generous rules and more 
liberal ideas in the- medical profession. There is an 
orthodoxy in medicin nearly as onerous as in theology. 
There is a wide-spread desire among medical men to inaugu- 
rate a reform in this matter, to meet and protest against the 
cast-iron rule of intolerance in medical practice, and substi- 
tute in place of it a more liberal and less exclusiv influence 
and control. 

The old allopathic system of practice is in medicia what 
the orthodox church is in religion, and seeks to arroga!e to 
itself all the privileges, emoluments, and honors pertaining 
to the practice of medicin and the treatment of disease, 
They would strike down and cast into obloquy all who pre- 
sume to differ from them and the dictum—the infallible 
dogmas—which their schools hav set up and commanded all 
to bow to. There gre many intelligent minds greatly dis- 
posed to revolt at this iron control, and to asert the inde- 
pendence and freedom which is their natural rights. Such 
will meet in convention as above indicated. Let all who 
feel interested in this direction write to Dr. J. Stolz, Minne- 
apolis, Minn., and obtain a circular containing the call and 
reasons for the Convention. He says therein: 

“This departure will be no second-class affair. Some of 
the most respected, well-known, and thoroughly scientific 
men and women hav already expressed a willingness to 
come and to work. Also several medical colleges hav re- 
sponded.” Dr, J. Srorz, 

Minnenpolis, Minn. 


—À—— 


AT West Pawlet, Vt., the other night, the sparks from a 
burning building set fire to the Baptist Bank (the place 
where the Baptists deposit their money, and hav been 
depositing it for a good many years; itis a bank that pays 
neitber interest nor principal, and stockholders are liable 
to assessment). The cashier and teller (the man who takes 
their money and tells them that they will go to hellif they 
don’t shell out) lived quite a distance from the scene, so he 
could not coax and persuade God Almighty to put it out; 
The Lord was sulky about something, and didn't put in an 
appearance. Ño the elect had to straddle the ridgepole and 
throw water on the shingles to keep them from taking fire. 
Surely a God hasn't much businesa ability who won't look 
after hia own property, He saved the Hebrew children 
from the fiery furnace, and why didn’t he help save hig 
church ? 
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Judaism ,.—Continued. 
{Taken from the article on Judaism in Volume II. of 
“ The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times,” 


which we wrote in prison, and which is now rapidly being ' 


put in type, ard in a few weeks will be ready for our read- 
ers. By these extracts some idea of the entire work may 
be formed.] 


' There were seventy souls of Jacob’s descendants who 
thus left Canaan and moved into Egypt; and there they 
' remained, according to one statement, four hundred and 
thirty years; but according to the chronology of the Bible, 
as well as according to the statement of Jusephus, it was 
but two hundred and fifteen years, or four generations. 
In this short time the most remarkable increase took place 
among them that was ever heerd of upon the face of the 
earth. From those ceventy souls in two hundred ard fifteen 
years they increased to two or three millions; for on the 
day they left Egypt they had six hundred thousand men of 


‘war; and according to the usual proportion of fighting men‘ 


to the entire population there must hav been three millious 
of the Israelites who left Egypt, necessitating cach mother 
to bear, including the usual ratio of deaths, fully one hun- 
died children each; but if the Lord helped them sufliolent!y, 
possibly they could do it, and even five times as many 
more. 

It is unnecessary to detail the marvelous story about how 
Moses, after performing the most astounding miracles in 
producing the ‘‘plagues” upon Egypt, and borrowing of the 
people of that country; their jewelry, precious stones, and 
valuable wearing apparel, was able to effect the exit of his 


'. three millions of men, women, and children, with all their 


live stock and luggage, from that long, narrow country ina 
single night, ncking a forced march of some sixty miles 
through tke desert to the Red Sea, which opened for them 
just at the right moment to let the hosta of Israel pass 
through on dry land, and re'urned just in time to overwhelm 
and drown every man of the armies of Egypt that were in 
pursuit. Itis unnecessary to narrate here how Moses, with 
the aid of the pillar of smoke by day and the pillar of fire 
by night, led this vast body of pecple forty years through 
the arid desert and wilderncss, during which time they were 
fed with manna which fell from heaven six days in the 
week, and refreshed with water produced by miracle from 
rocks and other places. Tane receiving of the Ten Com- 
mandments on Mcunt Sinai, the minute instructions how to 
construct the ark, the mercy seat, the tubernacle, the court, 
the altar and all appurtenances, the enuncistion of numer- 
ous and various laws, ere familiar to all, and they can easily 
be found by turning to Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy. Itwill there be learned that God and Moses 
were forty years in leading the chcsen people from Egypt 
to Canaan, which distance the sons of Jacob several times 
made in a few days, and which a horse could travel in one 
or two days. 
died before the promised land was reached, and that it was 
reserved for Joshua to lead. the people across the Jordan, 
which kindly parted and walled itself up én the cther side 
to let the people over dry shod. Inthe book of Joshua 
will be read about the wars, bloodshed, carnage, and deva:- 
ation which God's chosen people carried into the land of 
promise; 2zd how hundreds of thousands of people, includ- 
ing women and sucking babes, were put to death, their 
‘cities often destroyed, and their property end homes teken 
and given to God's sons and daughters. It will be found in 
the tenth chepter, how, in order that Joshua and his army 
might hav sufficient time to complete the bloody work of 
slaughter in which they were engaged, Joshua had only to 
command the sun and moon to stand still, and they obeyed 
‘him, not moving again for nearly the length of a day. 

In Judges they will learn how, after Joshua was gathered 
to his fathers, the people were governed for over three hun- 
dred years by judges, elders, and chieftains, until the time 
Saul was anointed king, but who, after a short and troublous 
reign, fell in battle by the sword of a Philistine, as one 
statement has it; but, as by another, by his own hands. 
After his death his sop, Ish-bosheth, succeeded him as king 
of Israel, while David was king of Judah. After a reign of 
two yeara Isk-bosheth was assassinated, and David became 
king of both Isrnel and Judah. His reign continued for 
forty years, during which time he brought the nation from 
a state of disorganization, poverty, and semi-varbarism, to 
one of wealth, stability, ard glory. David stated before 
his death (1 Chron. xxii, 14) that during his reign he had 
laid by 100,000 talents of gold, and 1,000,000 talents of 
silver, toward building a house for the Lord, being in value 
equal to $4,297,700,000, or twice the amount of our national 
debt. By weight, there must hav been in round numbers 
10,000,000 pounds of gold, or 4,400 tons. But as that 


Entered at the Post- Office at New York, N. Y.,as. 


It will there be seen that Moses and Aaron. 


i and successor, itis probable some mistake was made in the 
; Statement. David's was a bloody reign, but S3lomon's was 
peaceful and glorious. He built the temple for the Lord, 
110 feet long, 86 wide, and 55 high, with a porch 18 by 36 
feet, but he had to go to a neighboring nation for the timber 
.and for mechanics to do the work. It required 153,000 
' men aeven years to construct it. 

Solomcn’s reign also lasted forty years, and he was suc- 
` ceeded by his son Rehoboam; but serious dissensions arose 
and the kingdom became divided, two tribes of Judah 
remaining under Rehoboam, and ten tribes taking Jeroboam 
for their king. The two sections frequently engsged in 
civil war, Oae day one hundred and twenty thousand men 
of Judah were slain, and five hundred thousand of the war- 
. riors of Israel in a sipgle day on another oceasion. Several 
unsuccessful reigns of kings of Israel followed, when in the 
ninth year of King Hoshea, Shalmaneser, king of Aesyria, 
came up against the children of Israel and cor quered them 
| and carried the ten tribes of Israel awsy into captivity, 
| whence they never returned. The kingdom of Judah 
| struggled on with good and bsd kings about one hundred 
and twenty years more, when, under the reign of Jehoi- 
achin, Nebuchadnezzar, of Babylon, came up and captured 
Jerusalem. Jehoiachin, asd ten thousand of the peop'e 
were taken captiv to Babylon together with the treasures 
of the house of the Lord that had been placed there by 
‘Solomon. Zzdekiah succeeded Jehoiachim, but ten years 
| later he came to serious grief. Nebuchadnezzsr paid Jeru- 
salem another visit, took Zedekiah prisoner, put his eyes 
` out, slew his sons, carried the king to Babylon, where hé 
was kept in prison till his death. The king of Babylon 
‘ carried also the people captiv to his own city. He .sent his 
‘general, Nebuchadnezzar, to Jerusalem, and he burnt the 
. temple, the king’a house, and all the houses of Jerusalem, 
and the walls of the city were broken down. The pillars of 
brass in the temple, the basins, the brazen sea, the pots, 
shovels, fire-pans, bowls, and other appurtenances of value 
belonging to the temple, were taken to Babylon. The Jew- 
ish sacred writings were also destroyed. 

' The Babylonish captivity continued fifty years, when 
Cyrus of Persia, who had conquered the Chaldeans, issued 
an order that all the Jews who wished could return to their 
former country, and could rebuild Jerusalem and the tem- 
ple. It is stated that forty-two thousand of the people 
accompanied Ezra and Nehemiah, two priests, back to 


i Judea, After various troubles and delays, in about fifteen 
‘years the second temple, with much trouble, was com- 


pleted, but it fell far short in grandeur of the temple which 
Solomon built. The Jews never became powerful again, 
though they accumulated considerable wealth. When the 
power of Persia declined they acknowledged the rule of 
Alexander the Great, the conqueror of the Persians, and 
‘helped, according to their feeble means, to aid his generals. 
Ia 860 B c. Ptolemy, king of Ezypt, tock possession of 
Palestine, but allowed the Jews the enjoyment of their 
religious customs and opinions. They gained nothisg in 
teking part in the contests between the Syrian and Egyptian 
kings, on the side of the former (197 n c.), for the Syrian 
Seluciĉæ considered their possessions as lawful subjects of 
plunder. Seleucius IV. attempted to plunder their temple, 
and Antiochus 1V., in order to reduce them to a conformity 


with the rest of his subjects, determined to destroy their | 


religion. His pretext for this was the shameful spectacle of 
intrigue and corruption displayed at the Syrian court, in the 
rivalry of the priests and nobles for the dignity of high- 
priest; but notwithstanding the cruelties ho inflicted upon 
the remnant of Jews left, they adhered, with their charac- 
teristic obstinacy, to the forms of what is called Mosaic 
worship. When, therefore, Antiochus set up the Olympian 
Jupiter for worship in the temple, and compelled the Jews 
to saciifice and eat swine, many suffered the most terrible 
deaths rather than traregress their recognized rites and laws. 
Ia vain was Jerussiem and the surrounding country laid 
desolate. These cruel persecutions only served to develop 
a national spirit, which broke out in the insurrection of the 
Maccabees. Judas, surnamed Maccabeus (the hammer), 
was the third son of & priest who had fied with his family 
from persecution, and had collected in the mountains of 
Judea 4 band of faithful believers. With their assistance 
he defeated the Syrians, took Jerusalem, and restored their 
national worship (165 n. c.). : 

A new epoch of glory and renown—by some thought to 
be the greatest the Jewish nation ever really did enjoy— 
began under the government of the Maccabees. Three 
brothers of this. family of heroes—Judas, Jonathan, and 
Simon—bore successivly the dignity of the high-priest, and 
completed their deliverance from the Syrian yoke. Simon, 
whom the gratilude of the people had created à prince, left 
his son John Hyrcanus (135 g c.) an independent kingdom, 
secured by an alliance with the Romans. The latter ex- 
tended it by his victories over the Idumzeans and Samari- 
tans, and confirmed it by the establishment of the high 
council, or Sanhedrim. The reign of Hyrcanus was dis- 
tinguished for the progress of civilization among the people 
and the increasing prosperity of the nation. In his time 
also arose the sects of Pharisees, Badducees, Essenes, and 
others of smaller note. His son Judas Aristobolus received 
the royal dignity (105 B.c.), and the Jewish state bid fair to 
increa:e in strength and national vigor, especially since 
Alexander Jannæus, the successor of Aristobolus, took Gaza 
in a successful war against Egypt; but the contentious sects 
named gave rige to civil disgensions and proved a curse to 
the nation. After the death of Queen Salome (70 x c.), 
who was ruled by the Pharisees, the succession was dis- 
puted by her sons Hyrcanus and Aristobolus. : 

The war between the brothers introduced foreign umpires 
into the country. Pompey conquered Judea (63 xc), 


according to the Roman policy, for the weak Hyrcanus,. 


This result put an end tothe new freedom for the Jews, 
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amount is considerably more than he turned over to his son 


Lc 


Jerusalem lost its walls, the kingdom its new conquests, thé 
nation its independence, and the family of the Asmoneand 
(the tlusivious, a title borne by the Maccabees) its royal 
dignity. Hyrcanus was made high-priest and ethnarch, and 
each Jew became a tributary to the Romans. It was in vain 
that the sons of Aristobolus endeavored by repeated insur- 
rections to restore the former state of things. The Roman 
power kept the people in chains, and a false friend (Anti- 
pater of Idumæ:) introduced himself as a Roman procura- 
tor into the family of Hyrcanus to effect its ruin. While 
the Asmoreans were struggling for independence, Herod, 
the Antipater’s son, was securing the kingdom for himself 
at Rome. Antigonus, son of Aristobolus IL, who had 
maintained himself for five years in Jerusalem by the 
assistance of the Parthians, was expelled by the new king 
Herod 85 pc, and the last of the Asmoneans was put to 
death. The name of this foreign king, who acquired the 
name of Great by maintaining himself amidst many diff- 
culties, was of no advantage to the country. "The doubtful 
character of his faith made the chief men who were depend- 
ent on him indifferent to the ancient religion; and the mur- 
ders which he committed in his own family, as well as the- 
unceasing oppressions of the Romans, filled the people with | 
general discontent. ! 

The worship of the Jews constantly degenerated more 
and more into empty forms, and the licentiousness of the 
court contaminated all ranks and classes of the people. . 
This was the situation of the Jewish people at the time 
Jesus is said to hav been born. Herod survived this event 
but a short time; but with all he or hia successors could do, 
with the advice and help of the Pharisees, the inevitable 
fate of the Jewish people could not be averted. Ucder the 
feeble princes who succeeded Herod the country soon came 
to be treated merely asa Roman province, Oppressed by 
the procurators, precluded from the exercise of their relig- 
ion, the infuriated people broke out into a rebellion (A.D. 
66), which terminated in the total destruction of the Jewish 
state. September 7, A.D. 70, Titus took Jerusalem by 
assault, burned the temple, demolished the city, and sold 
into slavery or drove into exile all the inhabitants who 
escaped death; About 110,000 Jews perished during the 


‘siege and in the destruction of the city. There was no 


saffering which this unhappy people did not undergo. 
Though they believed themselves to be the chosen people of 
God, or at the very least the descendants of his chosen 
Children, their sufferings were hardly ever surpassed by 
any people who could lay no claims to such divine partial- 
ity. Those who took refuge in the mountains and the ruing 
of the city were compelled, after many unsucceasful efforts, 
to abandon their country, now changed into a barren desert; 
and they scattered and became permanent exiles in nearly 
all the nations of the earth, in which condition they hav 
Since remained. 

Thus we hav a brief sketch of the children of Isaac, from 
their claimed origin in the man Abraham down through 
their servitude in Egypt, their forty years’ exodus through 
the arid desert, their bloody wars of conquest in the land of 
Canaau with nativ inhabitants of the country, the broken 
rule of three hundred years by jadges and chieftains, their 
several captivities, the generally disastrous reigng—continu- 
ing for five hundred years—of their kings, their civil and 
other wars, the destruction of their city and temple, their 
captivity in Babylon, and their subsequent cfforts to build 
up their nation until they were finally conquered and dia- 
persed. During all their ries and falls, their successes and 
vicissitudes, they were subject to natural causes and condi- 
tions the Same as all other nations and peoples. Whatever 
in their history cannot be relegated to the domain of cause 
and effect is purely of a mythical character, aud the legends 
upon which it rests are greatly to be doubted. Among these. 
are tho opening of the Red Sea and the river Jordan, the 
existing of 3,000,000 of people for forty years in the desert 
without food, drink, or clothing, the constant attendance of 
the pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night, the constant 
fall of manna, the immense supply of quails, the stopping 
of the sun and moon for twelve hours to enable them to slay 
more people who were fighting for their homes and little 
ones, and much else of a similar character. These extrava- 
gances are undoubtedly of a purely mythical character, and 
never had a real existence. 

[TO BE CONTINUED ] 


T. L. Savage Again. 

. ; Boston, Mass., June 5, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir ; Iu your repiy to my letter of 
May 31, 1880, you seem to giv more credit to your informer 
than a simple statement over an open signature, If Lam 
rightly informed, the party you reter to does not make any 
pretension to honesty, for in a conversation with me in pres- 
ence of reliable parties, he said, when being remonstrated with 
for defending crooked transactions, that he was not honest, 

In regard to Mr. Underwood, I hav no evidence that he 
read those letters at my house on tne 2ist of September or 
any other date. Very truly yours, Turo. L. Savaas, 


RerLr.—We assuredly do giv credit to the word of our 
friend who informed us that T. L. Savage told him that 
Underwood and Ellis were at his house together, and there 
looked over our private letters, and that Ellis wrote the 
matter which appeared in the R.-P. Journal and Indea, and 
that Ellis went to Chicago and assisted Bundy on the Jour- 
^al. We believe what this friend told us because we know 
him to be a man of truth and honor. We further believe it 
because there has been no denial of it. Four weeks hav 
passed by since the atatement was made, and nobody hag 
denied it that we are aware of, Mr. Savage did not deny it 
in his note of last week, but simply claimed that he was 
not present, but in Boston. Ellis has not denied it. Un. 
derwood has not denied it, Even Mr. Savage does not 
deny it in the above note. He only says he has ‘no evi- 
dence that Mr. Underwood read those letters at his house on 
the 21st of September or any other date," Now that ig 
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evasiv and dishonest, and virtually confesses all that is 
charged. He knows whether Messrs. Underwood aud Ellis 
passed a part of the day at his house in Greenwood on 
the 2i3t of September last, and in the latter part of the 
day together attended the lecture of George Jacob Hol- 
yoake in Parker Memorial Hall, Boston. Mr, Savage cer- 
‘tainly knows whether that is the case or not, If it zs 80, 
why not say so like an honest man. 
not 80, we can bring proof by most unimpeachable evidence 
that he said it was so soon after the event occurred. If it 


was.not 80, why do not Underwood and Ellis come out and: 


deny it? The silence they maintain is very ominous and 
far from reassuring. If they were not together in the very 
questionable business of overhauling an old man’s private 
letters, at the time unjustly imprisoned, it does not take 
long to say 80, and place the public at rest in the matter. 


We know not who Mr. Savage alludes to, about not being 


« honest.” Probably he does, This we do know, that the 
man who gave the information to us zs honest and truthful, 
and we believe that we can prove by a thousand people in 
Boston that his word would be taken with quite as much 
confidence as that of T. L, Savage. o 


— — 3 »— —— —— 


"Thoughts for Thinkers. 


To TEHE EDITOR OF Tan TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Let me 
ask your readers a few questions. Is mind (thought) mate- 
rial? If it is, cán we annihilate and destroy it? Can we 
even change it from a concrete to an abstract condition ? 
Can we see, feel, weigh, and handle it as matter in our sci- 
entific scales ? 

If mind is not matter, aud thought is not material, what 
isit? Is it the “nothing” out of which all things were 
made ? 

It mind is matter, is matter but concreted mind? It 
must be & poor rule that will not work both ways. Which 
horn shall we take ? Shall we say matter is mind, thought, 
word, even if it be found in the mineral, vegetable, animal, 
as well as spiritual kingdom ? WA i 

Is mind the most ethereal form of matter? Is it capable 
of being the most concrete material substance ? "Would the 
most ethereal-matter naturally be capable of producing the 
most concrete materiality ? 

Is man matter without mind, or mind without matter? 
Or shall we say mau is matter-mind and mind-matter ? Can 
man without mind realize matter as 4 material existence ? 
Can he see, hear, taste, feel, and smell without mind ? Can 
a scientific Materialist even demonstrate the existence of 
matter without mind ? . It mind givs us all the illustrations, 
demonstrations, recognitions, and evidences of existence 
that we hav, even to that of matter most concrete, is it not 
more than life and death ? more than form and substance? 
aye, is it not the creativ, formativ force of the man and of 
the universe, ever changing from life to death and from 
death to life, according to its own eternal law of wisdom, 
love, and life'a unfoldings, involvings, and evolvings for 
ever more? . : 

Is mind, thought, and word working in us, both to will 
and to do? and yet do we not know God? Are we con- 
demned and justified within ourselves, and yet cannot 
perceive the throne of God ? Is there no wisdom.love that 
we can worship as God, presiding over and residing within 
our tempi-house and home of the soul, of whom we can 
learn ali wisdom, love, and truth, and in whom we can 
confide as children and offspring of infinit capscities and 
powers ? 

And does death end all life with us, when really it ends 
nothing ? It never ended one single concrete atom. Con- 
crete matter may change into other forms ; it may pass into 
eihereality; water may arise and form a vapor in the skies; 
and yet all is not ended, even with that water. Combustion, 
expansion, and resurrection is the ascending scale of life ? 
Put out the fire of soul and body, contract and condense 
to concrete materialiam, i8 the descending scale of life, Let 
every one liv in his order, function, force, and power of 
life, saith the angel of the church of Smyrna unto the 
people. AN INQUIRER, 


REMARES.—It is not unlikely that several of our readers 
willfeel like responding to Inquirer's questions, and that 
their replies will be more or less divergent, but lest others 
may decline to answer our correspondent, or that the disa- 
greement in the replies given may not be fully satisfactory 
to our friend, we will attempt a few words in reply, and 
leave our remarks open to the same criticism that his inqui- 
ries invite. It so happens that we mortals do not yet 
know all about the intricacies and possibilities of matter. 
This universe which we inhabit, and of which we form a 
part, is a very extensiv institution, rather too much so for 
our limited sight to take it all into view, or for our limited 
minds to comprehend in its entirety. We will begin our 
reply by laying down substantially the same propositions 
that we once did on another occasion: 

1. Matter is all that exists, and does all that is accom- 
plished. Everything that /s,is matter, and that which is 
not matter is nothing. 

2. Matter ia eternal, self-existent, uncreatable, and inde- 
structible. Jt never had a beginning, and can never hav 
an end. 

3. Matter, or the universe, is the supreme power, possess- 
ing omnipotence, omnipresence, and omhniscience, so far as 
the latter quality has an existence, 

4. Matter is everliving and ever-changing, and is the 
Source of all force, all motion, all life. 

5. Matter is infinit in extent, infinit in form, infinit in 
condition, as it is infinit in existence. , 

6. Matter. possesses immense potencies, capabilities, possi- 
bilities, and powers to perform a)l the intricate problems in 
the universe, and to meet all the necessities that may or can 
arige, 

7. Matter moves and conducts itself in keeping with the 
eternal laws and forces inherent in it, which form a part of 
its existence, and aro as eternal as itself. 

8. Matter is never in an abnormal condition, never dead, 
never disconnected from its own laws and forces, never in 
a state of chaos, never inert, 

§, Matter, in moving in harmony with its own great law 
of evolution, is ever changing from one form of existence 


If he now says it was: 
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to another, from tho simple to the complex, from the crude 
to the attenuated, from the rudimenta! to the ultimate, 

10. Matter cannot be acted upon by any power extraneous. 
to it, for the reason that 1o such power exists. Matter, 
with its force, is the Most High—the All in All, 

The '* original form of matter ” is often spoken of, but it 
is hardly supposable—as it has existed from all eternity, i8 
ever changing in its combinations and conditions—that there 
ever was an original form of it. Whether matter was once a 
unit, all the elements proceeding from ore simple substance 
or condition, is a matter of speculation and uncertainty. If 
the nearly four score distinct elements known to exist canie 
from the unit or simple substance, it is probable in the end- 
less evolution matter is making that they may ultimately 
return to the simple condition to go through the same intri- 
cate processes again and interminably, It is not improb- 
able that it moves in immense cycles and circles, evolving 
from the nebulous condition into spheres, suns, atars, 
worlds, systems, constellations, and vast congeries of sys- 
tems and constellationa composing the universe, passing 
through endless forms, phases, incomputable eras, and 
then perhaps finally returning to the nebulous condition to 
aggregate and solidify and pursue a similar course of evolu- 
tion.over and over again. 

The growth of & world is au interesting theme to con- 
template, To start with matter so highly attenuated that 
miles of it by cubic measurement are requisit to make one 


| ounce in weight, in comparison to which our atmosphere is 


a dense body, to follow it in its gradual aggregation, 
contraction, condensation, crystslization, and solidifica- 
tion, through period of time so immense as to be impossi- 
ble to be realized; to consider the inhereat motion and life 
permeating every atom, and how the vast body of gaseous 
and fluid matter early, with its centripetal and centrifugal 
forces, assumes its orbital movements around its central sun 
or larger body of matter, of which it possibly once formed 
a part, is indeed a grand study. 


But we will not linger now to contemplate all the pro- 
cesses of world making, but come at once to our friend’s 
problem about matter and mind. Let us say then that mind 
is material, because it requires matter to produce it. It 
takes organization to produce thoughts, intellect. Mind, and 
Organizations are composed of matter and force, There 
can be no organization without matter; there can be no 
thoughts without organization; -there can be no mind with- 
out thoughts, so mind is a product of matter, and in one 
sense is matter in a highly attenuated form. Eyesight is 
also a product of matter. There can bo no eyesight without 
organization, and this organization as before is composed of 
matter and force, It is the same with hearing, tasting, 
smelling, and feeling. These are all the products of organ- 
ization, and all organizations are the products of matter. 
There is no grand central fountain of eyesight, hearing, 
tasting, smelling, or feeling, and equally there is none of 
thinking, intellect, or mind.. All are produced by the intri: 
este organizations adapted to such production. Esch 
organization produces its own legitimate results. Seeing hag 
to be performed with the eye aud optic nerves, hearing with 
the delicate organization of the ear, including the tym- 
panum and the auditory nerves; thinking by the brain and 
the wonderful ganglions and nervous appendages, And all 
these processes are kept up by the food which the stomach 
digests, and which. is assimilated through the digestiv and 
circulatory systems, 80 that the mest, bread, and potatoes 
we eat, by the wonderful mill machinery which every being 
has within his organization, is Rbsolutely ground up into and 
becomes eyesight, hearing, smelling, thoughts, and muscu- 
lar strength. Without the necessary food none of these 
results can take place, nor can animal life continue, Each 
organ has its office, and cannot perform the office of another. 
We cannot see with the ears, we cannot hear with the 
mouth, nor can we think with the eyes. The brain is the 
organ of the mind and does the thinking, while the connect- 
ing nerves are the telegraphs to convey thoughts from the 
brain and sensation to it. There can be no thoughts with- 
out a brain; there can be no brain without matter ; so mat- 
ter does it all, aided of course by its inherent and accom- 
panying force, and these are the source of -all existence, all 
sensation, all life, all thoughts. As soon as there are no 
longer organizations, or when the organization is no longer 
alive and activ, there is no more sight, there is no more 
hearing, no more smelling, no more tasting, no more feel- 
ing, no more muscular strength, no more thinking, no more 
mind. When the body is dead, all its functions cease, and it 
immediately commences to decompose, and its component 
parts*and elements thus being liberated are ready to add 
themselves to the gaseous forms of matter in nature and to 
unite in forming new combinations and organizations, 

It is not necessary here to enter into a consideration of ali 
the changes in matter between the crude and recently crys- 
talized globe to the production of a thinking human being, 
nor of all the lower forms of life between man and the gran- 
ite rocks which once formed the crust of the earth. That 
would require more time and epsce than is necessary to em. 
ploy on this occasion. It is nevertheless interesting to fol- 
low up the decomposition of the granite into soils, which 
with the aid of light, warmth, and moisture produced vege- 
tation, which in its turn sustained animal life, when by the 
same productiv powers of the universe it was brought into 
existence. It is most interesting to trace the continued 
and almost endless scale of gradations in animal life, from 
the monad, that cannot be perceived by the naked eye, up 
through the protozoans, sponges, rhizopods ; radiates, in- 
cluding star-fishes, jelly-fishes, the coral animals etc.; mol 
lucks, including the cuttle-fish, snails, ascidians, bracho- 
pods, etc.; articulates, embracing insects, spiders, centi- 
pedes, crabs, lobsters, worms, leeches, etc., etc. ;. vertebrates, 
including reptiles, as lizards, turtles, snakes, frogs; birds, 


mammals, including quadrupeds and man, Various 


degrees of sensation, activity, and mentality are found, 
all depending, of course, upon the organization. In gl 
these forms of life, sensation and mentality are never 
entirely absent, The oyster has not a large share of iatelli- 
gence and his powers of observation are extremely limited; 
the world to him is the few feet that immediately surrounds 
him, but he knows enough to take his food, to propagate his 
kind and to close his castle when danger approaches. The 
snail has a limited measure of life, also of intelligence, but 
sufficient for its needs, It can travel slowly and take the 
sun and sir; it can put forth its feelers or horns which 
answer instead of eyes ; it can seek and take its food, and 
draw within its shell or fortress when danger threatens. Its 
degree of intelligence is just in keeping with its organiza: 
tion and its position in the scale of animal life. 

Those animals living in the suu-light and air hav a higher 
order of intelligence than those living in the soil and in the 
dark. Animals that can see, know much more than those 
which hav no eyes, The senses are a great aid in acquiring 
knowledge, the eyes more, probably, than otherorgans. The 
size of the animal is not necessarily the measure of its intel- 
ligence. The ant, the spider, and the honey-bee possess far 
more intelligence than the lobster, mammoth{worme, and 
some reptiles, and wholly because they hav better organiza- 
tions for producing it. 

Nothing is more definitely settled than that the brain is 
the organ of the mind. If all the minor detailsof phrenology 
are not fully conceded, the basic truth that the mind 
depends upon the brain, and that the character of the mind 
can be told from the sizs, form, and contour of the brain, is 
hardly longer denied. Animals hav brains, and think just 
as really as men do, but not so perfectly, and exactly 
because their mental organization is less perfect. The dif- 
ferent classes of animals differ largely in this respect, and 
some are much more capable of learning than others, In the 
human race there is also a great diversity in amount of 
mind and intellect possessed by different individuals. This 
is often geen in members of the same family. One may 
hav a strong, vigorous intellect while another is weak and 
idiotic. This depends entirely upon the brain ard the phy- 
sical organization. A. strong, comprebensiv,,well- balanced 
mind cannot come from a weak, ill.developed brain. Au 
idiot has not a high cspacious front brain; and a reasoning, 
philosophic mind will not emanate from a low, narrow, re- 
ceding forehead. 

The brain is as much the organ for thinking (or mind), as 
the stomach is for digestion, the heart for the circulation of 
the blood, the liver for secroting the bile, the muscles for 
physical strength, the eara for hearing, the nose for smell- 
ing, the eyes for seeing, or the organs of speech for uttering 
language. The production of thought by the action of the 
brain is not much more wonderful than that of sight by the 
eye, hearing by the ear, etc. It must be seen, then, that 
thought and mind are just as much a material production as 
any other function of the body, and the idea is almost un- 
thinkable that there can be a great sea or reservoir of intelli- 
gence from which every individual draws as he needs, 
The intellect which each individual possesses is manufac- 
tured in bis own system, and by the organization he is in 
possession of. Mind, then, is material, coming from mat- 
ter, if not matter itself. As it requires the consumption 
of a certain amount of food to produce muscular strength, 
so it must be of mind or brain strength. Food is necessary to 
sustain both processes, and so action of the muscles and 
action of the brain necessitate a waste, Or rather a change 
in form of the proper amount of matter. This force or 
form of matter is ethereal and highly developed, but per- 
haps not the most ethereal form which matter is capable 
of assuming. It is impossible to set bounds to the possi- 
bilities of matter, whether in the direction of materializa- 
tion, or otherwise. As nota grain of matter can possibly 
be destroyed or pass out of existence, it is only reason- 
able to suppose that whatever matter is required in the pro- 
duction of mind, sight, or muscular strength, when there 
longer exist, passes into other forms and conditions. 

But mind is not ereativ, Nothing is creativ. Nothing 
can be created. Change and evolution are all that can be 
accomplished, and these are perpetually taking place. 

As to wisdom, love, truth, etc., they are qualities in 
human character. We can see them in our fellow. beings, 
and it is very proper that we should revere those qualities, 
and that amounts to worship, if that term is preferred. 
They by no means exist as individualities separate from 
human beings. No one can do better than to pay the high- 
est respect to them wherever found. They cannot ba 
too highly esteemed. : 

With regard to the existence of the soul and a continued 
life, the subject will be touched upon in our next, in re- 
ply to another inquiry, space not being sufficient in this issue. 

—— e 

SPEAKING Of going to Europe, we are a little afraid ou 
friends are not particularly anxious we should represent 
them at the Freethinkers' Congress which meets at Brusse!s 
in a few weeks. We are willing to go if the means neces- 
sary to meet the expenses of the trip are forthcoming, but 
we tell the truth when we assure our readers we are not 
able to defray the expenses ourselves. Those who wish us 
to represent them across the water will please manifest it 
by remitting such moderate amounts as they feel like con- 
tributing. If every one who is able will giv a little, the 
trip can be easily accomplished. Those who do not want 
us to go will of course giv nothing, 


KxnsEY Graves writes: '* We are going to get up a series 
of grove-meetings in this state |Ind.], also a mass etate con- 
vention, and will want you with us, lam in better condi- 
tion now than for years past. My voice is improving, and 
that is sll I Jack. Isee they hav had a big Bennett boom. 
Well, I am sorry I could not take part in it.” The Liberals 
of Indiana should keep Bro. Graves constantly in the field, 
for he is one of our ablest men and a telling and popular 
speaker, H, L, Green, 


. plied three men with a dinner. 


, to reply. 


. cere (Phil. i, 10). 


‘Simmons, D.D. They are Baptist ministers. 


‘ expected to hear from him, 
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The Preacher After his Brethren Aain. 


To ras EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I became 


` pastor of a small church. I soon became unpopular with 


the ministry, because I opposed their plans to get money. 
At all times when 1 see a popular minister I am satisfied he 
is a wire-puller, No man can succeed unless he is in the 
ring. After leaving the pastorate of the church, I came to 
New York city to work in the cause of Christ and human- 
ity. On arriving, after securing rooms, I visited one of the 
missions inthe Bowery. The preacher talked to the crowd of 
men out of work and told them what a sin it is to squander 
money in strong drink. On leaving the room the good and 
pious teacher visited a cigar-store and paid fifteen cents for 
acigar. He had been giving advice to a hungry crowd, 
but he wasted as much in that one cigar as-would hav sup- 
That minister did not care 
for the crowd he had preached for. He did what he had 
agreed to do and no more. His salary was all he cared for, 
He ceuld liv in style, dress well, all because he could cant 
andlie to poor suffering creatures. After this I preached 
several times in the tent on 52d street and Broadway. The 
Rev. Mr, King had charge of the tent. He cheated al! he 
could, and would not employ any one to preach in his tent 
unless he could control him. At last the Rev. Mr. Vine 
came along; he loved the fruit of the vine but too well. 

He was found several times drunk in the streets of New 
York city. He had deserted his wife, but did not forget to 
flirt with the girls in the city. He was a wonderful sincere 
man ; he could preach hell-fire with & vengeance, On one 
occasion I was sitting in the tent, waiting for the return of 
King. Before he returned a gentleman entered the tent 
and inquired for Mr. King. I told him he was expected 

every moment. He sat down by my side, and we were 

soon engaged in a discussion about the second coming of 

Christ. While we were discussing, Mr. King entered and 

at once recognized the clerical-looking man as his friend. I 
was surprised when he said, ‘‘Mr. King believes just as I do.” 

I then, in the presence of Mr. King, told him I would- be 

glad to hear him preach in the tent, and giv me the privilege 

He then asked Mr. King if he would allow him 

to preach in the evening. Mr. King said, "No, sir.” A 

few moments afterthe stranger left, Mr. King pounced upon 

me by saying, ‘‘ You are continually placing me in awk- 

ward circumstances, I would not hav him preacli here for 

$100. But you placed me in such a position that I had to 

deny my friend." 

He was very angry. What deception! What lies! Mr. 
King said to his friend, “I would be glad to hav you 
preach, but I hav engaged Mr. Vine." 

First, he would be glad to hav him preach. Second, he 
would not hav him preach for $100. Comment is unneces- 
sary. He was a sanctified man. 

Mr. Stevens called upon me and engaged me to preach in 
the mission church. I preached from the text '' That ye 
may approve things that are excellent ; that ye may be sin- 
I emphasized the word sincere. I was 
never invited to preach for the mission again. Mr. 
Stevens was offended. The audience invited me to come 
again, Some time after this I was walking on Broadway. 
I met Mr. Stevens, who after the usual salutation, said, 
** Are you prepared 4o use a little more policy in your ser- 
mons ?" 

Ianswered by saying I was not prepared to giv up my 
independence to any church and be a slave to a creed, 

The answer he made was, ‘‘ You will hav to suffer.” 

I was at that time on my way to visit the D.D. Armitage, 
who & few days before returned to his native.country ; he 
had been in Europe. 

The Rev. Mr. Jones, of Catekill, had given me a letter of 
introduction to the Rev. Mr. Simmons, The Rev. Dr. had 
removed and I could not find him. I was recommended 
to see Mr. Armitage. I called, but he was sick, and I was 
unable to get an interview. He sent me the address of Mr. 
I had 
knocked at the door for admission, but on account of some 
undefinable cause I had been put off from to time. 
On my arrival at the house of Dr. Simmons I was 
cordially invited to take a seat in the sitting-room. I 
handed my letter to him; he read it, After reading it he 
turned to me and said, "I am glad to see you, Bro, ————," 
He wentyon to say: ‘I hav a visit or two to make, and E 
you are nof engaged you can go with me. There is my 
horse and buggy ; let us go." Igotintothe buggy. We 
had a very pleasant ride through Central Park. . Various 
points in theology were discussed. When some doubtful 
points arose I would use my Greek Testament, Of course I 
was addressing a D.D.,and occupying that distinguished 
position he must be a "Greek scholar at least. Tio my sur- 
prise, he did not understand the classics. When we were 
about to part he remarked : ‘‘ Your style of preaching is 
old-fashioned. I will call a meeting of the members to see 
about your being admitted as a member, and afterward a 
council to ordain you as a Baptist minister.” I had been 
ordained in one of the branches of the Methodist church. I 
nad my credentials with me; I gave them to him. He was 
apparently satisfied. He thon said: ‘‘ Bro. ———, perhaps 
you do not understand that your ordination papers are of 
no usé in our Church. We do not recognize the ordaination 
of any other church.” I told him I was well acquainted 
with the fact. He then told me to call again and he would 
tell me particulars. I, according to appointment, called at 
his house. Things had changed; he had become formal. it 
was evident the good reverend was out of tune. Heexcused 
himself by saying one of his members had died very sud- 
denly, and they had sent for him, but he would write me 


when they called the meeting for my admission. I never 
Í did not receive & word from 


others. On that account my beloved brother had changed 
his mind, as the sequel will prove. About this time I 
removed to Asbury Park. It made no difference to me 
whether Bro. Simmons sent me word or not. I thought, 
There is a Baptist church in Asbury Park. I will connect 
myself with that. I was introduced to the Rev. T. R. Tay- 
lor, of the First Baptist church of Asbury Park. I was 
invited by him to preach at Park Hall, He then invited me 
to preach at Mane square, as several persons were to be 
baptised. On arriving, I found the church crowded. I 
took the text, ‘Thy will be done," In the course of my 
remarks I said no minister of the gospel ought to use 
tobacco in any form. I did not know at that time that he 
was an inveterate smoker, although a young man only 
twenty-two years of age. If I had known, I shouid. hav 
bore down with greater force. He was offended. That 
called into activ play his revengeful disposition. He not 
only ig an inveterate smoker, but an inveterate liar. Mr. 
Raymond, Mr. West, Mr, Rose, and Mr. Chalmers, of 
Asbury Park, hav declared in my presence they would not 
believe him under oath. Iam sure I would hardly believe 
him under any circumstances where he was interested. He 
is the son of a Baptist minister. He hada good schoolmas- 
ter in the ministerial craft. Only a fool or canting hypo- 
crit can succeed in any of thechurches. He is a good wire- 
puller. Before hearing that the Rev. T. R. Taylor had de- 
clared l should never become a member of his church, I 
had knocked for admission to the Baptist church. All 
appeared pleasant on his part. I. soon observed he was 
plotting to injure me. j 

On the 12th of December, about 11 A m., the Rev. Mr. 
Taylor called at my house. He appeared very friendly, and 
said: ‘‘If you are willing, I will call two ministers, and 
they shall examin your credentials, and if they are all 
right, you shall be admitted by & unanimous vote next 
week. Brother, we shall be glad to hav you with us." The 
evening previous the deacons met at the house of Mr. West, 
and examinrd my credentials. ‘They were satisfied, and 
said that they would see Mr. Taylor about calling a meeting 
next Sunday, to take action in my case. I did not answer 
Mr. Taylor's question, but promised to see him again, as 
I wished to see the deacons. I had been told by Mr. Ray- 
mond that Mr. Taylor had emphatically declared I should 
not be admitted as a meniber of Asbury Park church, if he 
could prevent it. 

On Friday, December 13, 1878, I, in company with Mr. 
West and Mr. Raymond, called upon the Rev. Mr. Griffith. 
After an explanation by West and Raymond, Mr. Griffith 
promised to eee Mr. Taylor, and examin the whole affair, 
To show the hypocrisy of Mr. Griffith, he had inclosed the 
letters to Mr. Taylor, and knew their contents. The same 
evening I delivered a lecture on “The Moral Education of 
Children.” On commencing the lecture, the Rev. Mr. Tay- 
lor entered Park Hall. I then demanded that if the Rev. 
Mr. Taylor had evidence to prove me an impostor, such 
evidence be read before the audience, and if true, I 
would submit to be kicked like a dog out of the hall. I re- 
marked to the audience that if such charges were true, I 
was an unfit person to teach morals to the young. The 
1everend rascal did not say a word, but sneaked out, 


Mr. Raymond at the close of my lecture, without. con- 
sulting me, said : ‘I will go to New York to-morrow (Dec. 
14th), and inquire into this case, and if I can find out he is 
an impostor, I will, next Friday, make it public in this 
hall. If I prove he is all right, I will also make that pub- 
lic.” ‘To prevent such public statements, Mr. White called 
upon James A, Bradley, requesting him not to allow me to 
lecture in the hal. Mr, White is a brother in the Baptist 
church, with more stomach than brains. James A, Bradley 
sent me a letter, of which the following is a copy : 


* Mn, H———: It has been reported by Mr, Uriah 
White, and other esteemed residents, that you took occasion 
to indulge in abuse of our resident clergymen, yd 


Every word was false. I only demanded that the Rev. 
Mr. Taylor convince the audience I was a fraud, and he a 
holy man. The above was a scheme to prevent me exposing 
one of the most dastardly attacks ever made by one minister 
upon another. The Rev. T. R. Taylor declared he had the 
monyed power on his side, and consequently he did not fear. 
James A. Bradley would not allow me to defend myself in 
his hall; yea, he would not sllow any personal abuse in his 
hall, but he would and did allow the reverend liar to abuse 
and slander me, because he, the rich and powerful James A. 
Bradley, thought to crush a man not as rich as himself. I 
hope to see the day when J. A. Bradley will learn that the 
resident clergyman is a consummate rascal. Saturday, the 
14th of December, Mr. Raymond visited New York, calling 
upon Dr. Simmons, I accompanied Mr. Raymond to New 
York. We found Dr. Simmons at home. Mr. Raymond 
told him his business with him, after which Dr. Simmons 
declared he had not written anything from which Mr. Tay- 
lor could infer that the reverend brother was an impostor. 
He then stated what had been said. He had warned him to 
be cautious about taking in ministers from other than Bap- 
tist denominations. He went on to say many rumors were 
afloat, but he could not lay held of anything definit, only 
there were rumors in the air, Aswe were about to leave, 


Dr. Simmons called me on one side of the room: and said ;. 


** Brother, I would advise you to call and see Bro, Odell, of 
Brooklyn, and hav a friendly chat with him. He has said 
nothing against you in any shape, and I hope you will say. 
nothing about him.” I had become acquainted with Mr. 
Qdell at a committee meeting; foynd him a designing sec- 
tarian wire- -puller—one of the blind guides, Dr. Simmons 
knew he told a falsehood when he gaid Odell had said noth- 
ing about me. 
He also said: 


“ Oall and see Stephen Merritt, He wants 


Of course he wanted to ride the popular horse. He can 
shout as loud as the next one. That is all there is in the 
man. He takes care of people after they are dead. He is 
more interested in the number of deaths than in the conver. 
sion of souls. He is a wonderful temperance man, When - 
Mr. Organ and he ran the Living Issue, a Prohibition paper, 
the people thought there was no danger of losing their 
money if they subscribed for that paper. But alas, alas! 
The Living Issue died ; the subscribers lost their money. It 
looks mighty strange where the money went. Of course 
the pious preacher of Perry street church was a loser. Poor 
Stephen ! 

I should hav had a good time ia visiting Dr. Armitage or 
the Rev. Mr. Earle. I had seen sufficient of Dr. Armitage 
to know he was a proud, self-conceited man. Aa for Earle, 
he is of a similar type, They are both utilitarians on prin- 
ciple. = 

I did not call upon any of the above-named magnates of 
the church. About 8:30 P. m. Monday, December 16th, last, 
I was informed a gentleman wished to see me. I hurried 
home to find he had left. But I walked to the depot, and 
behold, I met the Rev. T. R. Taylor and the Rev. Mr. Grif- 
fiths. The latter informed me, very politely, that the letters 
had been sent as Confidential letters to Taylor. They were 
not intended as evidence. He also stated that Dr. Simmons 
had demanded the return of the letters, as they had been 
improperly used. Comment is unnecessary. The letters 
were sent by the four ministers last referred to, as God-fear- 
ing men; lovers of humanity—‘‘in & horn." 

Soon after this, Mr. West, Mr. Raymond, and Mr. Rose 
were expelled from the Baptist church because they would 
not fall dowh at the feet of Pope Taylor and lick his great 
toe. They declared they would not—yes, they could not— 
honor a liar and scandal-monger as pastor. The reverend 
hypocrit had acted more like a demon toward them than a 
pastor. The three families were very much troubled be- 
cause of the unkind treatment they had received at Taylor's 
hands. They called a counsel, an ez parte council, to meet 
at the house of Mr. West, Feb. 19, 1879. As soon as the 
ministers met they found Taylor had also called a council 
to meet at Park Hall This was a maneuver advised by 
Taylor's friends. They determined to make it a mutual 
council. ` 

"Taylor's friends carried the day. Taylor was sustained in 
all his meanness and lies, while the three expelled members 
were sacrificed. I warned them about having anything to 
do with such a council, but having confidence in their pas- 
tor they yielded. Let a body of ministers determin to save 
an erring brother of the cloth, if he is a pliable thing, and 
they will do it if heaven is blackened with falsehoods. 

About 6 P. Įm. I called at Mr. West’s house to know what 
the council had done. I was told the council had decided 
the church had acted hastily, but the expelled members had 
rendered themselves subject to censure. I was also told by 
the Rev. Mr. Case that the three expelled members, at the 
request of the council, had, in the presence of Almighty 
God, promised to follow me as leader no longer, I an- 
swered, “All right." Mr. Case said there was nothing 
against my moral character. He then went on to ask meto - 
leave the expelled men, as they had promised to hav nothing 
more to do with me, 

He then said, ‘Will you promise to let the Sabbath-school 
alone?" I said, in answer, I would not interfere with them. 
He also wished me God’s speed. I was indignant at his 
canting lies, and said, ‘‘ Yon don’t wish me God's speed. 
Your language has convinced me you are determined to 
injure me," He said, ‘You appear to doubt my word,” I 
answered him by saying, ''I donot believe a word you say." 
He then threatened me with a legal sult if I was ever heard 
to say anything against Mr. Taylor. I said, ‘‘I wish you 
would enter an action against me. I will prove both you 
and the hypocritical clergyman, Taylor, liars.” I bid him 
good-bye. 

The council of ‘hypocritical ministers, to save Taylor, 
agreed to giv each expelled member a letter, but each letter 
to be sent by the pastor to the church each of them had 
been a member in previous to coming to Asbury Park, each 
member expelled making suitable acknowledgments for 
errors Committed. To get the letters, two of them, coward- 
like, made acknowledgments, but, when interrogated by 
me, denied having done so. We had falsehoods all around, 

The Rev. Mr. Taylor, in reply to an article in the Asbury 
Park Journal, written by one of the agrieved members, 
said: “Allow me to say, for the Baptist church of Asbury 
Park, that these brethren were not excluded from a spirit 
of jealousy, but because they had for more than a year con- 
ducted themselves in a disgraceful manner in the church 
and the world.” 

Another falsehood. Mr. West, one of the expelled mem- 
bers, is a good, kind, and exemplary man. After the above 
statement, would any person of common sense suppose 
such men were fit to be members of any church? Would 
the editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER could send men into the 
churches of our country! He could fill a larger paper 
weekly with quarrels and slanders occurring amongst the 
dear followers of Christ. Yet these wicked men were given 
letters recommending them to other churches. ‘They 
were compelled to take their letters, as the Asbury Park 
church would not keep them in its fellowship.” 

The writer of the above quotations tries to prove he is an 
innocent Christian lamb; full of love and good works; a 
model pastor. He had told falsehood after faisehood, and 
he was sustained by the church in all his meanness, The 
expelled men were better men than their pastor; they were 
better men than those who were a majority in that lying, 
hypocritical body. An untruthful minister supported by 
untruthful members. 

The morning after the council called at Mr. Wests house, 


-when the Rev. Mr. Case addressed me by saying, ‘‘Remem- 


him. He had seen or communiested with Stephen Merritt, | to see you.” I said I had always thought Stephen Merritt to 
ber, brother, we hay said nothing against your moral char- 


. Rev, Mr. Odell, Brooklyn, also the Rev. Mr. Earl, and|bea friend of mine, Iam sorry I hav discovered he js not, 
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acter, but it is commonly reported you are a general dis- 
turber of the churches, and we wish you God's speed, but 
do not interfere with these expelled men." After making 
the above statement to me in a conciliating manner, after 
my statement the previous evening, Í was told the same 
body of ministers passed several resolutions concerning me, 
one of which is a sample of the Baptist ministry: 


Resolved, That we recommend to the Baptists of Asbury 
Park to hold no fellowship with a man calling himself Rav. 


Resolved, That we commend the conduct of Bro. T. R. 
Taylor in persistently guarding the church against the 
reception into its fellowship of the so-called Rev. . 

The Rev. Taylor was guarding his bread and butter. He 
had declared to several persons I was trving to get his 
pulpit, and because of that I-should not enter his church. 
Mr. West, Mr. Raymond, Mr. Rose, also Mr. Chambers, men 
of veracity, are my witnesses. On the 21st of March, 1879, 
Mr. Chambers, from Ocean Grove, called to see me. He 
said: “The Rev. T. R. Taylor had in his house declared, I 
am determined to keep Bro. out of the Baptist 
church, because Mr. Raymond, Mr. West, and Mr. Rose 
are trying to put him in my place. I know heis better 
educated than I am.” 

I declare Taylor is one of the meanest of men in the min- 
istry, but the couzcil and his church are no better. 

ANON. 

.. P. B.—I am not writing to clear myself, but to show the 
people ‘of what stuff our ministers are made. I don't care 
one straw what the ministers think about me. The minis- 
ters best acquainted with me know this to be true. A. 
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Our New Book. 


D. M. BENNETT, My Valued Friend : I hav been perusing 
with much pleasure and profit the first volume of your val- 
uable book on ‘Tae Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times.” It has a long and comprehensiv intro. 
ductory digest, in your happy style, of the progress of our 
race from barbarism, through ali its stages, to the present 
civilized and analyzing age. Its subsequent voluminous 
pages are replete with most instructiv collections from the 
best writers and thinkers of all ages, together with deep 
researches, detailing a mass of information relating to all 
the gods and religions of different periods, so evidently 
human in their origin that their perusal will open the eyes 
of a host of prejudiced people, to the perception of like 
character in all modern creeds, and 80 will largely benefit 
our race in discarding from their minds all such legendary 
tales of crude conceptions of the gods, including those 
aesumed Biblical autobiographies of God, by revelations or 
dictations, as degrading representations of his attributes, 
all of which are only belittling presentments of an infinit 
first cause, suited only to a crude race. 

You hav embodied many fascinating myths and weird 
legendary tales of every age and clime, as the foundation 
and soul of superstitions that still cling to prejudice, and 
blind mankind from rational truigms, and 80 from the un 
trammeled progress of our race. 

Your book should be in the hands of every inquiring man 
and woman for information about the gradual advance of 
our race, and so to shape the course of modern thought in 
this more fortunate age of deeper insight into the laws of 
nature, and our relations to the same threugh all time, thus 
looking from naiure up to nature's God, with more en- 
lightened views of his co-operativ government of cosmos, 
88 the subtil, material, intelligent, potent factor, in origi- 
nating the laws and phenomena of matter by mechanical 
co-relation, as our minds act upon our bodies. 

About the 12th inst. I sent to you a paper on the ‘‘ Bub- 
til-Materiality of Mind, and its Individualized Develop- 
ment," which I hope socn to see in TuE TRUTH SEEKER, 
as serving to explain the mysteries of phenomena on a 
scientific basis, Cuas., E. TOWNSEND, 

Locust Valley, N. Y., May 30, 1880. 

[It will soon appear. —Ep. T. S.] 
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[From the N. Y. Tribune of May 18, 1815.] 


* Boil it Down." 
THE ECONOMY OF A PHONETIC SYSTEM,—'' MILLIONS IN IT. ^ 


To the Editor of the Tribune, Sir ; Here comes a third per- 
son who is “hit in a soft spot” by that '*bit of metrical 
wisdom,” ** Boil it down," ‘Your late article on the same 
subject I propose to inspect and ‘‘ boil it down” to a con- 
sistency you would little suspect. By actual count, your 
article contains 337 silent letters; that is, letters that are not 
of the slightest use in expressing the written idea or the 
sounds of the words as spoken. Your article, as printed,. 


.contains an aversge of 34 letters to a line, and so it will be 


very nearly accurate to say that these 337 silent letters make 
10 lines. There are 74 lines in the article. Take out the 
10 lines of useless silent letters, and you ** boil it down” to 
64 lines of vital, vocal, effectiv letters ; that is, 14 per cent 
of your article conveys no ides, expresses nothing, and is 
worse than useless, because it occupies valuable space. If 
that ratio holds good throughout the expression of English 
speech in type to-day—and it dees approximately—14 per 
cent of every issue of the Zribune is desert waste. Nota 
twig sprouts nora blade of idea growa in it. You are 
patiently, laboriously, and uselessly putting into type, 
where it is expensiv, what is not uttered in speech, where 
prodigality is cheap and permissible. Of the 72 columns of 
your daily issue, 14 per cent, or about 10 columns, are 
devoted to these ghosts of letters, who stalk through the 
Tribune without any soul, or idea, or function whatever. 
If they would only so much as “squeak and jibber,” there 
might bea modicum of sense which would justify their 
parade, but they do not, There they stand, stupidly, stol- 


idly silent. ‘The Great Silent Man himself is not more 
vacantly unutterable. 

Now what would the space of those 10 steril columns be 
worth to you for advertising? At 200 lines per column, 
and 50 cents per line, your medium rate, the sum would 
equal $1,000, which you are contributing every day to the 
support of these shadows, In one year the sum would 
amount to $800,000, and in 10 years to $3,000,000, for the 
Tribune alone. The ousting of these expensiv parasites in 
type is only a question of time, This is an age that destroys 
shame, and these sham letters are fated to go with the rest. 
'Their displacement is perfectly practical, and true repre- 
sentativs of sound may be introduced instead without 
enlarging or disturbing any of the arrangements of the 
present style of printing-offüice. The sorrows of editors will 
more and more increase. You willliv more and more “in 
a chronically crowded condition;" you will bend more and 
more ''under an embarrassment of material," leaving out 
many a good thing with regret, but putting in these dead- 
letter types with no regret, till, finally, the necessity for 
economizing space will compel the dropping of every letter 
that does not perform an exact and positiv duty. Even the 
abbreviation of a few of the most frequent words would be 
perfectly practicable, and could.be carried to the extent of 
saving half the space without the least loss of legibility. 
An able man will take hold of this work some day and start 
us on the road toa general ‘boiling it down." And why 

not the Tribune, which has wrestled with so many giants, 
slain so many rings, and righted so many wrongs? Why is 
it not in order, and for its own vital interest, to grapple 
with this monster of waste and absurdity, this stumbling- 
block in the path of learning, and bury it out of sight? 

T. C, LELAND. 


Book Notices. 


Ta E LIBERAL Hymn Boox : A collection of Liberal songs, 
adapted to popular tunes, for the use of Liberal Leagues 
and in Liberal bomes. Edited by Eliza Boardman 
Burnz. Burnz & Co., publishers, 24 Clinton Place, 
New York. 

This is a convenient, snug little book of 124 pages, con- 
tain ing 142 hymns, well adapted to the use of Liberals, and 
fitted to popular and well known tunes. This collection 
fills a want long felt, to wit, a cheap Liberal hymn-book- 
that Leagues, societies, and families can afford to buy 
freely. 

Price, in paper covers, 15 cents, $1.50 per dozen, or $10 
per hundred. Ia boards, 15 cents, $2.60 per dozen, or 
$15 per hundred. 2 cents extra per copy for possage when 
ordered in large quantities. Every League should buy 
twice as many as their members number, 80 as to supply 
visitors and strangers when they call in. 


Liberals hav not paid due attention to music and hymn sing. 


ing. Nearly everybody is fond of music, especially vocal 
music. Itis what draws the churches together, and holds 
them. Liberals should also utilize this beautiful element. 
Buy this little hymn-book, sing its songs in your societies, 
social gatherings, and in your families. Teach the hymns 
to your children. Tho sentiments are most proper for them 
to commit to memory. Whey are selected from Whittier, 
Longtellow, Tennyson, Lowell, Kneeland, Denton, Doten, 
and many modern Liberals. The sentiments are in all 
cases most appropriate. The tunes to which they are 
adapted are the old standard ones known from our child. 
hood, with those more modern, as ‘‘ Nearer my God to 
Thee," ** Hold the Fort," “ Pull for the Shore," **Sweet 
By and By," “ Homes Round us Here," *' There is a Hap- 
py Land," etc. 

It is not intended that this should supersede ‘‘ The Truth 
Seeker Collection," which contains 525 hymns, with numer- 
ous forma for funeral and marriage services, etc., with many 
beautiful recitations for all occasions. That, containing 
550 pages well bound, is very cheap at 75 cents, but ‘‘ The 
Liberal Hymn Book ” is smaller and cheaper, and will sell 
more largely. Every League should hav at least three of 
“The Truth Seeker Collection,” and from two to four 
dozen of '* The Liberal Hymn Book.” Sold at this office. 


THE REAL Issum. A Few Thoughts for the Merchant and 
Mechanic, the Farmer and the Day Laborer. Especially 
adapted for the Campaign of 1880. By Moses Hull, 
Editor of the Commoner. 

This is a timely treatise on the money and labor question. 
It is opposed to the national bank system, and in favor of 
the people’s government issuing the money of the people. 
This pamphlet costs but 10 cents. Cheepenough. Send and 
get it. Sold at this office. 


LECTURES on Socian QUESTIONS : Competition, Commun- 
ism, Co-operation, and the Relation of Christianity to 
Socialism. By J. H. Rylance, D.D. Thomas Whit- 
taker. New York. 

A book of 235 pages; in paper covers, 50 cents. Cloth 
binding, $1.00. The four subjects named are ably and fairly 
handled from a theological standpoint. Tne book is well 
worth reading. Sold at this office. 


NATIONAL MARCH. A new and timely piece of music com- 
posed by Jacob G. Knous. Published by Capt. Geo. W. 
Loyd, New Rochelle, N. Y 

This is à Greenback song of spirit and excellence. On the 
title-page is this inspiring motto : ‘The storm is coming. 

The revolution has begun. The Greenback movement is 

sweeping on. The people must and will hav relief. They 

are in earnest. They are terribly sincere in the belief that 
the leaders of the two old parties hav betrayed them over as 
slaves to the money power, and people might as well make 
up their minds to prepare for the coming political revolu- 
tion, for come it will" The words and music are both 
lively. Price 35 cents, Address Capt. ios W. Loyd, New 
Rochelle, N. Y, 
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Echoes from Illinois. 


To TER EDITOR oF TuE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir : I must say 
that I cannot tell when I hav felt more disappointed than I 
did this afternoon when, on examining THE TRUTH SEEKER 


for this week, I found you had made no mention of the ' 


communication I sent you on the 22d of March about the 
arrangement between Alving J. Clark, late of Indianapolis, 
and myself to try to arouse up the Liberals of this part of 
the United States, or that portion, at least, along the line of 
northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin, from the lethargic 
sleep in which they hav been lying for the past few years, 
From a personal knowedge of a large portion of country 
around here, I know there is a large Liberal element, but 
there are comparativly few of them who take any Liberal 
papers or read the latest published Liberal books ; and hun- 
dreds of them do not even know anything about the perse- 
cution of Mr. Bennett. - 

Mr. Clark is the first lecturer whom I thought of sufficient 
ability to do the work I see so much needed in this section— 
who was wiling to come here and take any chances. I 
spent over six weeks last fall to get the people of Rockford 
and vicinity together to hear Mr. Bell twice, but Mr. Bell 
was not willing to remain here even a single day unless I 
could hav steady appointments at stated prices, and keep 
him busy ; and that I could not do in a section of country 
where there was no organization to work through. j 

-Mr. Clark has come here willing and anxious to do some 
missionary work in this part of the country, and he is will- 
ing to work with his hands to make a living while we are 
getting our notices before the people. We sent notices to 
Mind and Matter, the Investigator, and the Banner of Light 
at the same time we did to Tug TRUTH ÜgxxER. But your 
paper is the favorit paper with both of us, and it will 
always receive our first attention—therefore my disappoint- 
ment in not seeing our Communication in either of the last. 
two issues. 
We shall take no subscriptions for either the RP. Journal 
or Indem, for we hav no friendly feeling, but rather con- 
tem pt, for either of them. 
` Mr. Clark has been with me two weeks, aud has given 
five lectures already, and to-morrow we go to Cherry Valley, 
a emall town eight miles east of here, where he lectures to~ 
morrow afternoon. 

I suppose our notice was crowded out for want of spsce ; 
but if you will giv it a place in your next issue, we will 
return the compliment by pressing the claims of Tan 
TRUTH BEEKER wherever we go. We expect to try and 
organize Leagues as well as solicit subscriptions and sell 
books wherever we go ; and if the Liberal press will just 
help us, and giv us a boost to get started, we will wake up 
this section of country in less than six months as :t has 
never been awakened before ; and the press, or that portion 
which is willing to help us, shall reap some harvest for 
doing 80. Fraternally yours, F. F, FOLLET, 

Rockford, TU., April 8. 
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W. S. Bell. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir : I wish to 
say a few words to our friends regarding the work and 
ability of W. 8. Bell. We purposed making arrangements to 
hav him giv us three lectures in Lockport and Joliet, but. 
owing to a change in my business and an accident that be- 
fell. me two weeks ago, I was unable to do as I desired. A 
few of us, however, made matters in such a shape that he 
gave us one lecture—'* What Has Freethought to Offer in 
place of Christianity ?"—1ast Wednesday evening. The 
lecture did not hav sufficient notice, and the people are so 
absorbed in politics, coupled with fear of the popular 


thought, or more properly speaking, the general hypocrisy, . 


that the attendance was small. Those, however, who did 
attend were delighted, and quite a number of others would 
hav been there had they known. 


"The lecture was excellent in a finished and practical sense, 
and though it was given without any attempt at oratorical 
or elocutionary flourish, the logic was so clear, and the lan- 
guage so well chosen, that it would suit iB those respects 
the most fastidious devotees of the oultured school. 


There is a clean-cut, healthy tone about the method and 
matter of Mr. Hell's discoursing that is the very opposit of 
all whine, and which impresses you that there is a strong, 
vigorous soul behind them. We regret his leaving before 
we had heard more from him. He had to leave the next. 
day to be in time to meet an engagement for three lectures 
at Eigin, Ill., on the 28th, 29th, and 30th of May. 


W. B. Bell should be engaged constantly, for tha work he 

does is well done. 
sim, as we expected—full of the true spirit, 

ready to hdh f.need be, without gloves any popular 
error that eawianventeigs mind in the name of God, or in obe- 
dience to creed or custom. Jn addition to this he is a most 
devoted friend of yourself and yours, and a magnificent and 
open enemy to all pretense and pretended friends of Liber- 
alism whether they appear in the saintly guise of over- 
anxiety for public morality, respectable radicalism, or high- 
toned and ethical culture. W. S. Bell answers effectually 
the question, If you take from us our religion (or idols), 
what will you giv us in its place ? He removeg the causes 
that repress the soul, and givs it a chance to grow. He 
shows wherein the mind has been clouded, and givs it sun- 
light. He proves beyond the shadow of a doubt the advan- 
tages arising from free and unfettered reason ; and in con- 
trasting the popular with the more truthful conclusion he 
exhibits the dwarfed, twisted, misshapen hag of time- 
honored superstition in a light its friends cannot admire. 
Keep the ball rolling, and keep this Bell ringing out the true 
notes and peala of liberty for an enslaved people. 


Lockport, Itl, Gxonan LYNN: 


Mind and Matter had it in the last week's issue. 
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etters from friends. 


ee : PATERSON, N. J., May 19, 1880. 
. FRISND BENNETT: I am strongly opposed to letting H. 
L.-Green slide for the want of support. How do you like 


the suggestion given by a corrsspondent to the Investigator, 


that each member of our League pay fifty cents annually (a 
little less than a cent per weck) for that purpose? This 
would bring not less than $2,000. Giv Mr. Green $1,500, 
and let him use the other for propagauda purposes. Any 
way, L hope Taz TRUTH SREKER will do something to stir 
up the Leagues to do their duty in this matter, We had 
the matter under discussion in cur League last Sunday, aud 

"what they intend to do will be decided at our next meeting 
next Sunday week. All that is needed is for the New York 
Lesguesto make a start, aad my impression is that all the 
rest will soon follow. Iam sincerely yours, 

5 JOEN WARR. 


OswrGo, N. Y., June 1, 1880. 

To FATHER BENNETT, EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER: 
All hail! We repeat it, All hail, Selah. Three cheers for 
Bennett, yes, the old Infidel Bennett, and let every true 
“Liberal in this or any otber land say, Amen. We feel—well 
we hav a diversity of feelings: First, we feel happy for 
the release of our friend and brother from the bonds of 
Christian hatred, bigotry, ignorance, malice, revenge, and 
intolerance. Secondly, we feel indignant, provoked, and 
disgusted more with Christianity (if it was Christianity that 
sent. you up in the Christian bastile), and we believe that if 
the mythical Jesus himself were really here to see the cow- 
ardly and hellish acts of his pretended followers he would 
hav wept bitter and scalding tears over the unchristly acts 
of those human demons that so ruthlessly tore down for- 
ever the blood-stained banner of Christianity; and we feel 
sure that you, friend Bennett, will be remembered with 
honor for centures after those hellites who hav tortured you 
thus are buried with their ancestor Jesuits, to be remem- 
bered only as Judas is, and their infamous and damnable 
&cts are connected with your cruel incarceration, 
. A word to the Liberais of your vicinity and we are done. 
‘We hold that any aud all Liberals who in future look coldly 
on and see another case of this kind progress against con- 
atitutional law, against justice and humauity, against all 
decency and honor, and not plant the cuss, culprit, and in- 
stigator of the infernal deed, ia not, in our opinion, worthy 
the name of Infidel, no, nor even of Christian, and “don’t 
you forget it.” Liberals, of all others, should be law-abid- 
ing citizens, but ‘‘ disobedience to tyrants is obedience to 
God.” Amen. A. H. WALKER. 


GRAND IsLAND, N. Y., May 80, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I sincerely hope you will be 


 gble to go to Brussels and visit Europe as you desire, and 


as a proof of my sincerity I herewith inclose $2 to help 
defray expenses, 

I know from past experience that you can leave the paper 
in good hands; and in case you could not go, I think Mr. 
Macdonald might fill your place as delegate nearly as well 
as editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. I truly think our Leagues 
should be well represented. I hope our delegation will be 
decidedly in favor of woman's rights, and think it would 
be but just to hav part of the delegation women. I would 
suggest Mrs. Amelia H. Colby, Mre. E. D. Slenker, or if 
8he were able to go, Mrs. Amy Post. 

Allow me to congratulate you sincerely on your release 
from the unjust imprisonment you hav suffered. I wrote 
to you only twice while you were there, but I counted the 
months, weeks, days, and hours until you were released. 
There was nota night last winter that I did not think of 
you and your truly noble and beloved wife. 

Iam sorry ihat I cannot efford to hav your new book at 
present, but will just as soon as I can possibly spare the 
money. Ishould hav purchased quite a number of your 
books and pamphlets for gratuitous distribution if I only 
could hav afforded it, : 

Remember me to your loving wife, and believe me to be 
truly yours for liberty of specch, press, and the mails, 

Eusa H, TALES, 

TRUCKEE, CAL., May 25, 1880. 
D. M. BeNNETT, Dear Sir: I hav been a reader of THE 
. TRUTH SeexeEn for the past four months, When my atten- 
"Aion was first called to it, I was indifferent about reading it, 
as it was termed an Intidel paper. The unjust imprison- 
ment of the editor increased my interest, for I was always 
an advocate of justice and equality. My early education 
‘was With the Methodists, but while enjoying them socially, 
1 never was Satisfied with what seemed to me an exagger- 
ated belief. After my arrival in California, I found nature 
everywhere revealed on a grand and broad plane. My soul 
hungered for more light and broader thought, I was 
closely associated with the Baptists for a while. I found 
them more bigoted than the Methodists, J» concluded 


rather than be compelled to accept their precepts I would |’ 


leave them all. I finally attended the Swedenborgian meetings 
in San Francisco. There I heard more sense and logic and 
gleaned more spiritual light than I had in all the previous 
years, No intelligent, thinking mind can condemn the 
principles of so good a man and philosopher as Sweden- 
borg. He wasia advance of bis day, snd like all martyrs 
and those who dare differ from current thought, suffered 
persecution. To be truly independent in thought is the 


. divine birthright of every intelligent mind. The world is 


full of mental dyspepsia, caused by allowing others to think 
for us. 7 E ew 

I do not agree with all the ideas adva ud B Tauru 
SEEKER, yet I admire the courage of thoSé*tdvoeatiag what 
they feel to be right, A large majority of the world are 
inshrouded in iguorance, Until the veil is lifted the few 
who dare to advance new ideas must expect persecution of 
every nature. There are sufficient number of persons who 
$ollow the beaten track and remain in the old way, while 
fbere are not more than a dozen in a century who bring for- 
ward innovations founded on argument and reason, 


“ Fhe fancies of our youth, and riper years, foraooth, 

Long cherished in the heart, though we grow wiser, 
Ve treasure still, tenacious as the miser, 

At length we start irom our delightful dreaming, 

And find our sterling treasures only seaming, 

And our opinions change; yet, keen the pain 

Of dieanpointment, and we strive in vain 

To reconelle our feelings to the change 

Our reasoa Banetionsg."— Sierra. 


Yours truly, Mies E. G. Corrrn, 


VINELAND, N. J., May 19, 1880. 
Sir: We are glad that you are 


D. M. BENNETT, Dear 


again free to walk as you please, to see your friends, 
` gonverse with them without an officer to watch you, 


and | may 


Prob- | rection, but if your sympathy for me and curiogity in that 


ably your enemies expected you would hav been on the 


‘other side of Jordan ere now; and if your soul, like old 


John Brown's, had gone marching on, perhaps the president 
would hav appointed a day of praise and thanksgiving, as 
the Boston churches did when they thought God was an- 
swering their prayer by killing Theodore Parker. If the 
Christian theory is true, Judas was a very necessary person, 
and perhaps it was as necessary that a Comstock should 
exist as a Judas Iscariot or a potato bug. 

That you may hav health to edit and publish your paper 
and other Liberal works for many years, and that your 
noble wife may liv to assist you, is the sincere wish of 

p J. S. and A. L. SREPHARD, 


ALBANY, N. Y., May 19, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: My better and larger half 
tells me to '* write something to Mr. Bennett," He'll think 
strangely of me, as I hav not written him.” Well, you hav 
been spoken of often enough, and many pleasant wishes 
expressed for your heaith and happiness, We duly 
received the three copies of Volume I. Thank you sin- 
cerely for our copy of the ‘‘ Gods," the subject beiug one 
of much interest to me. Ihav been reading the first vol- 
ume rather steadily. We are both glad you are enjoying 


your liberty, and trust you may continue to without inter- 


ruption the rest of your life. The fact is, if all were to be 
treated (for their views and opinions) ag you hav been, I 
for one would be suffering. While it has been a painful 
thing to you, really it has been a grand and good thing for 
the world, and has advanced greatly not alone Freethought, 
but the expression of all thought. A number of people 
feeling indignant at your treatment giv expression now to 
views they before only thought of, and were carefnl to keep 
to themselves, It requires some courage to face the world, 
and think and speak.on religious topics in opposition. to 
what seems to be an established form. Near and dear 
friends on this point seem to lose all the charity and good 
will which they say they are teaching, and as Mark Twain 
says, they ' shake” one who chooses to think differently 
from them, Yours, Wy. H., VANALLEN. 


CSTEPHENSVILLE, Wis., May 16, 1880, 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I hav been a subscriber to 
your valuablé paper for the last six months, on trial, as it 
were, and am happy to state that I am not ih the least dis- 
satisfied with it, or sorry I took it. 

We are all after truth and light upon & subject held as 
obscure, and ''under a bushel,” as some would say, and I 
don’t know.of any better paper to take than the old reliable 
TRUTH BEEKER, You are now at liberty again, and I only 
hope you will giv it to the prosecutors doubly. But would 
it not be better to rain coals of fire upon their head by doing 
them no injury, but keep right along in the good old way ? 

Your true friend and brother, Gro. RoTa. 


: Mr, Preasant, PA., May 22, 1850. 
FRIEND BENNETT: That anonymous coop of roosters 
which I received from Boston a few days since reminds me 
that I had better show my indignation against you, so here 
are five dollars for your ‘‘ Gods and Religions," which you 
wrote, John Bunyan like, in prison, 
Bincerely, W. F. BARKLEY, 


` — AunURN, N. Ys, May 24, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Plesse find inclosed 
P. O. order for five dollars, for which send me your 
recently published work on ‘‘ The Gods and Religions.” I 
hav been holding my order several weeks, hoping that the 
second volume would also soon burst forth upon the world 
like & pillar of fire from heaven, convincing a credulous 


people that all religions are but of human invention, 


inaugurated to inslave and brutalize mankind, whose gods 
are also the production of man’s wild, fanatical, and dis- 
torted mind, and never for a moment really existed nor had 
any real, conceivab’e existence whatever, but only existed 
in man’s diseased imagination—men who hav heen diverted 
from their natural, progiressiv. avenues of right reasoning 
into the debauched channels of mythological god-maklng 
and religion-manufacturing business, 

-A. few more Humboldts, Voltaires, Paines, Ingersolls, 
Underwoods, Bennetts, aud Sienkera, and their profound 
productions and unanswerable logic—I say only a few more 
of those great, daring, fearless heroes and heroines, the 
world will no longer insult its greatest of all great gifts, 
reason, but will see its ecclesiastical vituperation, and turn 
from the error of its ways to a knowledge of the truth, 
which will be the uplifting of dear humanity, and down- 
throwing of all false religions and mythical gods. When 
this glorious reformation shall hav been consummated, 
then, and not till then, will our present armor-bearers take 


their places among the world’s other greatest reformers, and y 


against whose hieroglyphically written epitaphs the vile 
slander and calumny of priests and the crackling gates of 
their orthodox hell shall not prevail. 

Yours for the good fight, L. DEWITT Griswotp. 


Quincy, O., May 31, 1880. 
D. M, BENNETT, Dear Sir: Please send to my address 
the following $10 worth of books marked below, also tracts, 

I think I shall be able in a very. short time to raise a club 
for THE TRUTH SEEKER here, You will please accept my 
congratulations to you and family, as well as the patrons of 
TEE TRUTH SEEKER, upon your release from a Christian 
bastile to re-enter the sanctum and again enjoy the privileges 
of being once more in a position to lift the veil of supersti- 
tion and show to a mislead and misguided people that “fear 
is the dungeon of the mind,” ete. 

My desire is to know the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing else but the truth, and that the people may be 
taught to drop prejudice and not take for granted a matter 
of so much Concern, but that they may be induced to thor- 
oughly investigate for themseives and pay out their money 
for something that is real, that is tangible and reasonable, 
and to them of certain and present benefit, 

Wishing the cause for which you labor amost satisfactory 
growth, I remain, very respectfully, 

H. AUSTENBORDER, 


EOW READS THE RECORD. 


Burr OAE, Micu., May 80, 1880. 

Mr. M. WYRICK, Dear Sir: I see in THE TRUTH SEEKER 
of May 29th, you address a communication to me propound- 
ing certain questions, and desiring information in regard to 
assertions and quotations I made from so-called holy writ, 
in a letter some time since addressed to Mr. D. M. Bennett, 
editor of Tux TRUTA SEEKER. Now Mr. Bennett has 
abundantly, truthfully, and gentlemanly given you, through 
his paper all the answer and information you asked for, 
which obviates the necessity of my doing so. I hope. it 
allay your sympathy for me and curiosity in that di- 


em 


direction are ati]! up to fever heat, and you desire to know 
more of the divins revelations and inspirations of God that 
are able to make us wise unto salvation, I would advise 
you to search the scriptures more diligentiy, for in 
‘them you think you hav eternal life, and they are. 


thoy that testify, sanction, command, and approve of 
the most horrible crimes and doctrines that man is capable 
of committing or devising. Now sir, I hope you hav nerve 
enough to search for those commands and doctrins con- 
i tained in that old Jew book that is full of self-contradic- 
tions aud obscenity, and when you flad them, which you 
will most certainly do, come out like a mau and confess 
your hitherto &bsurd idea and gross ignorance of what is 
contained in said book of books and the vindictiv and re- 
vengeful caricature therein given to the Jewish Jehovah 
and practiced by his followers since the year One, | sa 
Yours, not in chains of superstition, fear, and ignorance, 
but in bonds of truth, reason, and humanity. And believe . 
me still, as I hav ever been, the steadfast lover of my fellow- 
ran. My woakness, love of human liberty. My crime, 
the wish that all mankind were free. Free, not by. blood; 
redeemed, but not by crime. And no menta] fetters formed 
in childhood's time. 1 . M, P. Tauraton, . 


; . Boston, Mass., June 2, 1880, 

- D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Aliow me to call you my 

friend. Such you are to me. I am glad you are out of 

-| prison. I cannot say I am sorry you went in. Lowe my 
conversion to you, and mauy are rising up and calling you 
blessed that would never hav known of you if the Chris- 
tians had let you alone. : 

But when they put you into that “ Christian institution " 
it opened my eyes to a sense of their vicarious means of 
atonement, To me Christianity, or the thing that goes by 
that name, is like the measle:—once cured, there is no fear of . 
the second run. i 

Behold Christianity made easy ! 

Since the surrender of Rutherford .to the church, Mrs. 
Hayes has been president. Wasn't this the disturbing elc- 
ment in the election? A woman between two men always 
makesa tie. 

When we elect a woman again, let us do it direct, not 
over the back of a man, I would not object to a woman 
president if she has not the ‘' blood of Christ,” the modern 
Christ, running in her veins. Most truly yours, 

: JOSEPH L, SPINNER, 

Sr, Joans, ILL , May 10, 1880, 
Mr.. D, M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Tae following le.ter is a 
| copy of one I wrote to F, E Abbot, with a request for him 
to insert it in the columnas of the Zndez, Last fall I was 
favored with two copies of that ssurrilous shset and one of 
the R.-P. Journal, two papers, in my ostimation, represent- 
ing the most diabolical phases of vituperativ journalism we 
hav in the Spiritual and Material ranks, both editors being 
envious of the growth of Tas TRUTA S&sEEKER, and resort- 

ing to unfair mesns to prejadice the paople against it. 

ÎI came tothe conclusion, after parusing thosa pipoers, 
that I would treat them with silent contempt; baut on 
receiving a little anonymous pimphlet receatly, miiled to 
me from Boston, I thought, to prevent a repetition of such 
infliction, I would inform those pious sneaks thit I did not 
want my post-office box desecrated any mora with such 
vile stuff, : 

I doubt Mr. A5bo?s complying with my reqiest to giv 
this letter a place in his highly-cultured paser, Should you 
fiad space, please giv it to your readera, as I fesl it expresses 
the sentiments of not only the writer, but nin:-teaths of tha 
Liberals in this vicinity. 

Fraternally, 


i THE LETTER, ; 

Mn. F. E. ABBOT, Sir: I recently received from Boston 
a small six-page pamphiet, containing pictures of masculine 
fowls (excuse me for not calling them “roosters” or 
*'cocks;' should I use either of those terms you would 
thiak me uncultured or vulgar, and Comstock might send 
Britton over here into Egypt to make trouble with me for 
using indecent languag?) Now, sir, I do not know that 
you are the mau who forwarded me those chickens, with 
the following head-lines: ‘These be thy gods, O Israel | 
D. M. Bennett, the apostle of liberty, the great martyr |" 
nevertheless I think you are the one that did it—either you 
or Bundy, My reasons for thinking 85 are that on 9 former 
occasion I received two copies of the Index and one of the 
RP. Journal containing considerable of a tirade on the 
conduct of D. M. Bennett. 

I made no reply to your former favor (or rather disfavor), 
for I hav no patience with animals in human shape who will 
stoop so low in degradation as to resort to such means ag 
ou aud Gundy, and others of lesser light, hiv in order to 
‘defame the character of a fellow-being. Aud to be explicit, 
I wil say that in the future, should you seo fit to follow 
the same mode of warfare against D. M Bennett or any 
other man, do not send me any more of your slanders and 
misrepresentations, Of course you are to some extent ex- 
cusable, not knowing to whom you were sending them— 
not on account of the meanness of the motiv but on 
account of your ignorance of the conlition of the Liberals 
of this place. You must think us a stupid set indeed. I 
hav been a constant reader of Taz TRUTH SREKER fof six 
years, and when you or any one else says or even intimates 
such a thing as that D. M. Bennett ever has advocated any 
doctrins through the columns of his paper that are calcu- 
lated to debase the moral status of the people, you simply ` 
state a falsehood of the deepest stamp. 

Sə far as the correspondence with the woman some of you 
very holy Josephs take pleasure in ventilating before the 
public so much, I can not see how it happens to bs any of 
your or my business. It may be your business, as I do pot 
know all the business you are engaged in. I only know a 
part of it, and will say if that which I know nothing of be . 
as disreputable as such as I am acquainted with, I pity you, 
Btill, I hope for the better. I felt confident a few years ago, 
when you so nobly defended the right before the Young 
Men's Ohristian Association, that there was good in you 1 
and I yet hope you may desist from your present dishonor- 
able conduct toward your brother Liberals. I hav great 
sympathy for those who are so constituted as to be laboring 
under the baneful moral disease of jealousy. Any ordinary 
observer can see that envy is at the foundation of all this 
trouble. Some lovers of fame and leadership saw the 
growth of Tam Trura SgEEER. Understanding something 
of the power of its sledge-hammer blowa at long-cherished 
doctrines of the church, fear cama upon them lest they 
might lose some names from their own list. 

All I hav to say in the premises is that you could hay 
done nothing more potent to accomplish the result, Sir, 
there is a consideration in this matter above dollara and 
cents or individual aggrandizsment, Itis that of principle. 
We, as Liberals of Bi, Johns, are not inclined to hanker 
much after Worship of this, that, or the other man, JI, for 


WM, A. Txosteson, 
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little to do with the great question now at 


` that are on trial. 


The Tih Seeker, Tune 19, 1880. 


Sa a EEE A SE STS SATE CV RNV EGER TCI 


one, hav pretiy much dispensed with worshi i 
since I laid aside the creeds and dogmas of RE be 
lieving all systems of worship a species of slavery, ' 
no quarrel with those who do worship conscientiously. I 
once accepted, to a great extent, the teachings of, Chri:tez- 
dom, I was as honest then as now. I am persuaded a man 
may believe in. Christianity and be as honest as Lam, Ido 
not deny being at present what Christians please to cali an 
Infidel,, I feel happy to be known ag one who dogs noi 
indorse a large portion of the Bible. Howevér, this has but 

: issue be- 
tween Liberals and the church party. It is not arti ularly 
D. M. Bennett or E, H. Heywood, or thoss Piler brave 
souls who are piving expression to their honest convictions, 

o, sir, there is a problem invo i 

those cases that cover a larger scape than mere Mie: 
ones. It is to assert our rights as free American citizons for 
the untrammeled exprersion of our thoughts, and a free press 
as our fathers gave jt to us, Ia the diatribe you gent me 
you drag in much ¢lang from. different papers, as thouga 
the press to a great extent was not subsidized, Let mo Bay 
to you that the people of this country are the tribunal, and 
the concensus of the competent, as dictated by yourself and 
indorsed by B. F. Underwood, will fail to wrest. from the 
minds of all true Liberals the right to decide what to them 
seems most fitting on all subjects of importance. We will 
hav no dictator in the Liberal League, if you please. Your 
flings at Freelovism will never save your bark. To my 
thinking, it ia a poor subterfuge, one that will not win. As 
well think about confining tbe stars as to limit men and 
Women iu their inveatigations. 


Í hav never made myself ¢fficious in public or private in 


tho advocacy of the social question or Freclove theory. 
hav given li some thought, and consequently take a very 
different view of it-to some who profess to be very pure, 
aad by no means confound it with lust, thinking it to be a 
different passion. 
Come acquainted with some who are in favor of the Free- 
love theory as they understand it, who, £ doubt not; are as 
pure and moral ag those who make such g great ado about 
it; also many who are the most iaveterate abusers of Free- 
lovers prove by their works to be practicing the abuse of 
marital relations. : 

I see you are very guarded ia quoting Col. Ingersoll, aa 
stated by the Pittsburg reporter. {suppose you tücught as 
the Colonel was one of our reprezentatiy men you would 
make quite a sensation among Liberals. I cannot see that 
the language he used will do your cause any good or dam- 
age Mr. Bennett. His remarks are similar to all his-say- 
ings, witty and well timed. I myself did not believe Bennett 
wrote the letters till I heard from him. Then I believed it, 


for the simple reason I hav given strict attention to most he | 


has been saying for six years and found him. as I believe, 
truthful. Itis more than I can say of the Zndev of Oct. 
80, 1879, or of the Inter- Occan ot Nov. 24,1879. When you 
affirm that * there ja not another man in America who 
has wrought such incalculable injury to the Liberal cause as 
D. M. Bennett, by confounding its name with Freelove and 


obscenity in the public mind,” you state a positiv falsehood, | 


and all impartial readers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER will giv is 
the lie, for D. M. Bennett and his paper hav never advocated 
the Freelove doctrin. 

When the Znter-Ocean said that D. M, Bennett admitted 
thal the letters as published were genuine, it stated a falac- 
hood. He admitted no such thing. He ssid he wrote those 
silly letters, but that they were not presented iu their proner 


light, or something of that import. I take it for granted ; 
that they had been garbled, for it is evident that any one. 


who would stoop so low as J. C. Bundy, Charles Eilis, and 


.8. W. Paine, and I might add D. F. Underwood—I say 
' those who would lend themselves to such a low calling 


would do almost anything infamous. The last-named Lib- 
eral lecturer, B. F. Underwood, has said many grand and 
good things for our cause; he is both inteiligent and logi- 
cal; but alas! actions speak with more force than words. 
From any good he or the others above named hav done I 
would by no meana seek to detract. However, I feel confi- 
dent there are at least two points in his past history where 
he has made serious mistakes. Oae is in troubling himself 
go much apologizing for F. E. Abbot, and the other is more 
recently taking such a conspicuous attitude against tho the- 
ory of Freelovism and catering to Christian morality. In 
my opinion the time i8 not far distant when he will discover 
those mistakes. ; 

Now I hope that in tho future the infliction will not be 
repeated by sending any more abuse of the good name of 
D. M. Bennett or any other man or woman. 

Now, Mr. Abbot, if you are not tbe one who sent me the 
litte pamphlet, and if you should know who did, please 
send him thia letter, so he can cousider it addrezsed to him. 
Probably if it is not at home when it reaches you, it should 
be sent to the ex-Rev. Charles Ellis. . 

Hoping that a'l who profess to be emancipated from the 
thraldom of priesteraft to the broad and open fields of Lib- 
eraliam may see the inconsisteacy of persecution, I sub- 
scribe myself Yours fraternally, War. A. THOMPRON. 


Boston, June 5, 1880. 

My DEAR BENNETT : Iam very glad that you answered 
Dr. Rockwell to the point and so cloquent!y, a3 no one 
except a Bennett could, for there is only one D. M. Ben- 
nett; The Liberalism that you advocate has the right ring 
to it, and that is what every true Liberal must indorse, 
namely, to allow to every person the same privilege. we 
claim for ourselves. Auyihing short of this is not worth 
having. Neither is it worthy of the name of Liberaligm. 1 
know we hav many, and right here in the Athens of Amer- 
ica, who claim t» be a little better and more pure than ihe 
rest of us, and esp:cially since Joe Cock patted thia trio so 
lovingly on the back; and I should not be surprised to sce 
Abbot, Eliis, or even Underwood, promenading arm in arm 
with Joe Cock, or some other over-zealous Christian, any 
fair day, especially if they thought they could muke a dol- 
lar by 82 doing. O, yes, they are altogether too pure for 
Liberels, or for this world. Ishculd recommend that they 
go in training, with Moody aud Sankey, for the next world. 
Only think how Liberal it was, and magnanimous, too, in 
those worthies who were so very kind, ss to go away out 
to Greenwood, yes, and sway back into the woods, to 
examine a man's private letters, and then to publish them 
to the world with all the embczilishments this talented trio 
were capable of. Why, Joe Cook himself could not hav 
done it better. Bat, friend Bennett, I think you hav one of 
these cornered; although he is Savage, you need not be 
afraid, and 1 hope he is pleased with your correction, but I 
must gay, and all true Liberals will second the motion, that 


` that deed was worthy only of savages, and, for one, I sey 


they are welcome to all the glory there is in such vile trans- 
actions, One word more, and 1 am done, : 
It ecems to me that St. Anthony is not '' panning out 


very well of late, He is losing casto, His star is wening, 


I bav 


It has been my experience in life to be- 


and will soon pass into oblivion, to be seen no more. .O,. 


Anthony, you will soon go, not where the good nigger: 

but to the other placa x i backer! 
believe in a devil, or pretend to, and preach it. Now, I 
must ask all Christians, If the devil does not get such fel- 
lows as Comstock, what is the use of having a devil? The 
question is open, | 
brother, that we, ag Liberals, must not and can not expect 
anything to benefit our cause from either great party, for 
both are led by frauds. There is no difference. We hav 


weighcd them both and found them wanting. Yes, want-! 


ing to make the people slaves. They are not to de trusted. 
It scems to me, with my experience, that every Liberal 


should be a Greenbacker, and every Greenbacker ought to | 


bea Liberal. This, to my mind, would bea consistency, 
and we are told that that is a jewel, and jewels are very rare 
indeed. Gooc-dye for the present. Dr. ANDREWS. 
P. 5.—I happened tosee in our Boston Herald alittle para- 
graph in regard to the Zndev, and, as usual it had to slur Mr. 
Bennett, I want to say right here, for the benefit and is- 
formation of the Herald, that Mr. Bennett, or any true 
Liberal, never gloats over any man’s misfortunes or strikes & 
man when he is already down. It is the pure and the 
Christians who do that, and hav théir hearts filled with 
hatred to all who do not believe, and from their brimstone 
throats comes forth the blue flame of hatred, slancer, and 
abuse, Ifthe Herald would be as ready to champion the 
cause of the oppressed as it isto slander and abuse its 
betters, it might do a vast amount of good. Dr, A. 


i ELGIN, ILL., June 4, 1880, 
Mr. EDITOR: The Liberal cause in Elgin has recently 


I made a move and taken upon itself a local habitation and a 


name. Some days ago a number of Freethinkers of this 
city came together and organized in temporary form a Lib- 
eral association. 

W. S. Bell had been secured to giv a course of lectures in 
this place, and we deemed it best to organize and see that 
everything should be done necessary to make the lectures a 
success, We secured for Mr, Bell the best ball in the city. 
He has come and gone, and we are happy to say that Mr. 
Bell has done goog work for the cause of Freethought in 
‘this place. Asa speaker, he is easy, and yet forcible in his 

method, showing great familiarity with the subjects ho dis- 

courses; besides, it was specially gratifying to meet in Mr. 
„Ball a man who is eminently sociable, and one who puts on 
no airs either on the platform or off it. He has made many 
i warm friends here, who, at no Cistant day, wil want to 
‘hear him again. . 
|! Thay the pleasure to inform you that while Mr. Bell was 
: here, and with his assistance, wo hav formed an auxiliary 
League, and on behalf of which I eead you kindly greeting, 
‘hoping that the villainies of Comstock may never rob you 
_of your liberty again. I should also, before closing, say that 
Mr. Bell spoke brava words in your behalf in one of his 
lcetures. THE TRUTA SEEKER is not forgotten, We shall 
i attempt to get more aubucribers for it, Yours fraternally, 
J. H. Comarnas, Sec. Elgia L. L, 


A ———— 


Sr. CATHERINES, ONT., June 5, 1880. 

DEAR BENNETT : Please allow me, with the thousauds 
of others, to congratulate you on your release from martyr- 
dom. Jam a constant reader of the gospel according to 
D. M. Bennett and Tus TRUTH SEEKER, and hav watched 
everything pro and con, and finally lcarn that Abbot haa 
given up the ghost—just as I predicted his conduct would 
result—and he msy thank himselt for it. His shooting to 
kill you reaulted in killing himself ;- and his name, together 
with Bundy's and Comstock & Co.'z, will pass into oblivion 
when yours will pass into history to be seen and read by 
generations to come, ss the nineicenth-century martyr for 
free thought, free speech, free press, aud free mails. 


On reading the articles by Clarke Irvine touching the'Tem- 
ples of Eilora in India the thought came to me that it would 
be of benefit to the Liberal cause to select the most impor- 
tant parts of those histories referring to those temples and 
republish them iusome cheap form, for I presume few is 
the number who know or hav any idea that euch temples 
exist.on this globe. In my opinion, they throw the Mosaic 
account of creation into the shade altogether, besides the 
construction of them being quite incomprehensible. And 
who has any knowledge whatever of the race that con- 
structed them in that solid rock ? 

I corresponded with Irvine, to learn where those works 


Now, Anthony and his backers ` 


I would most respectfully say to the Ohio ` 


But to the subject which caused me to unsbeath my pen: ! 


SEEKER does. 
& journal. z 
Find inclosed $3, $3 for snbscription, and $5 for your 
prison book, ''Aucient and Modern Gods and Religions,” 
in cloth. Iam poor. but I want.your books. I feel that it 
is the duty of every Liberalto help psy you for your labor. 
of last year. Your wages oughi to be ten times larger than 
when you are free. ` 
Inever expect to see you East, but now that you are at 


I hav for several years wished for just such: 


liberty, I hope you will make a trip West on &lecturing ^ 
I think the lectures would pay you well, besides dis- 


tour. 
posing of a great number of your prison books that you 
would not otherwise, and giving your numerous friends the 
satisfaction of seeing you. Believe mo, fraternally yours, 

: J.. T. KENNEDY, 


CRNTERVILLE, UTAH, May 29, 1880. 
FRIEND BENNETT: Tite inclosed dollar I send towards. 
my subscription for your fearless paper. I must say that I 
admire T. B. Wakeman's speeches. lam glad ihat you are 
at your business again, and hope that you will fire hot shot 
and shell into the ranks of the Christians, and let all honest 
people into the light, that they may see and understand 
what kind of a Gad the pious, priestly people worship, for 
I think it is high time to let the cat out of the bag, and for 
all to understand a little more of the character of this old 

Bible fellow, the Jewish Jehovah. : ; 
Well, Mr. Bennett, I must tell you that I hav sold out 
here, and I thought I would ask you if you could tell me of 
a good farming district, and where I could purchase a good 
farm, for I want to get out from among these infernal 
saintly leeches and adulterous humbugs. If any of your 
subscribers can giv me the desired information, 1 wish they 


| would do so through the columns of your paper, for 


which I shall be very thaukful, RICARD Fring, 


[Wil friends knowing of good fatming lands for sale 
write to the brother 1—Ep. T. 8.] 
. 


: Darzas, TEx , May 80 1880. 
D. M. Bennutrt, Dear Str: laclosed fiad P. O, urder 
for two dollars, for which please seud me the second vol- 
ume of your new book, The price of your new book is so 
low that every Liberal should hav a copy. It was written 
jn prison bv an old man who committed no crime. Just 
think of it! What is there that Christians will not do to 
crush Infidelity ? I hope they will never succeed in get- 
ting you shut out from the world again. à 
Yours with great respect, Mrs. [DA SPENCER. 


Oaprn, May 18, 1880. 
FRIEND Bennett: Just allow me to congratulate you on 
your safe return to your business aud family. You hav 
accomplished a mighty work, and the grand results will be 
made plainer as your work progresses, You hav 
many congratulatory letters, aud I will not trouble you with 

a loog one. You are a grander, greater man that evor. 

Jouy A. Jost, 

Trivoxt, Iowa, May 21, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: lt did me good to read of 
the doings in Chickering Hall after your release from a 
Christian bastlle. I am a Spiritualist, and hav been fcr 
many years. I hav taken Tas TRUTH SEEKER from its 
first issue in Illinois, and I would like to know in what 
number of it you "ignored and snecred at the cause [Spi;- 
itualism | continuously,” aa charged by H. Tuttle. Ov does 
Mr. Tuttle mean you did uot write it, but mado faces at it ? 
Now, Mr. Bennett, I, for ouo, hav read your paper too long 
and closely to believe a word of those charges, but hav 
observed that whenever you hav referred to the subject it 
has always been with that candor and fairness that becomes 
a true and honest Liberal. Let Tas Truru Seeker con- 
tinue to improve in the future as it has in the prist, Ob- 
serve the precaution of James Parton’s letter of May 10th, 
and all the powers of superstition and bigotry will be eg 

naught. Yours truly, D. P. WaLuING. 


Wot. rt, May 28, 1980. 

Mn. Eorror : Here I am again, after a nine weeks’ ill. 
ness, and the first thing I feel jike doing is to inclose three 
dollars to pay for my paper up to April 1881, and the next 
is to congratulate you on your emancipation from the orthc- 
dox bastile and Christian hell st Albany, where you hav 
| been confined for beirg an honest man, aud for trying, by 
voice and pen, to persuade other people to be honest, and 


might be found, if he knew, and he referred meto David | to work with might and main to retain their rights under 
G. Francis. dealer in old books, 17 Astor Place, New York, | the Constitution, as bequeathed to them by their sires, as 


l since leara that Francis has a copy of Seely's ‘‘ Wonders | pharisaical, and clothed in the livery of the court of heaven 


and John Evans, dealer in sccond-hand books, in Brooklyn. | against the vile and hypccritics] tories, sanctimoniously : 


of Elora," price $2.15, but where a copy of the “ Asiatic 
Researches” can be iound I am not yet aware. lam in- 
formed that the ‘ Asiatic Researches,” giva measurements, 
distances, etc., with the utmost minuteness and particularity. 
also several fine drawings, I think. A volums compiled 
from those works, and prefaced by yourself, I think would 
secure a big circulstion und be a benefit to our cause, You 
may hav those works already ; if go, they are most valuable, 
in my estimation. Piease giv this your earliest consideration, 
and reply. : 

I was much pleased with your dream on the convention 
of the gods, and would like a copy of it. . 

Yours for free thought, speech, prees, and mails, 

C. B. Tuompson. 


[All the letters from the Albany Penitentiary will appear 
in the next edition of '* From Behind the Bars.” Quite full 
accounts of tho temples in the rock ia India will be found 
in our *'Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times.”] 


ALBA, Mo., May 16, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT. Dear Sir : I sincerely hope that this will 
find you iu your TRUTA SEEKER sanctum instead of in that 
orthodox shoe shop over at Albany. The penitentiary is 
good enough for such steck as Comstock, but you never did 
of right belong there, You are needed on the outside. You 
are wanted at the front. Our country calls for you to lead 
her people out of a bondage worse than Ierael's. To the 
Liberal people of America you are ‘‘a bright star in the 
east.” 


you are stout and free, I fcel like shouting, Glory hallelujah! 
Could the multitude of Liberals that inhabit these United 
States, at this moment, greet you wilh one zhout of joy and 
gladness, with which their hearts are filled, I fancy it could 
be heard from Atlantic wave to Pacific shore. 

I sent you my name a8 a trial enbecriber January 1, 1830. 
I now wieb to renew by ihe year. Tur Trutu SERKER is 
good enough for me, J] never expected to find a paper that 
lepoko my ows sentiments and feelings ag TUR VBuTE 


In exposing the isms end schisms that bind and | 
mislead the people, you are the grandest success of the age. | 
Now that your prison labor is ended (I hope forever), and | 


to serve the devilin, ‘' Pity "lis, "tia true,” but it has come 
to thie, that it is almost impossible for a inan or woman io 
be honest and be respected by the major pait of the eom- 
munity on account of the waves cf falsehcod, bicotry, end 

superstition that are swecping over our once happy land, 
You are back again, brother Bennett, in your old place, 
where you can enjoy the society of your loved consort, and 
that, too, until nature's laws require a separation, for I 
t &8rmiy believe that no mau willagsiu be imprisoned in these 
United States for opinion's sake. 

Yours fraternally, J, Nutson PORTER, 

NonTER HaNxinAL, N., Y., May 4, 1880, 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Oa Sundey, May 2d, our 
organ:z ition publicly rejoiced that you were again as free as 
the rest of us. The conservative element with us gave 
occasion for some quite sharp discussions, which ended in 
tbe adoption of the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That he who suffers to matutain the liberty of 
conscience, and the freedom of speech and press, is truly a 
martyr. ` 

Rauleed, That no evidence is wanting to establish before 


this organization the fact that Mr. Bennett was fined and . 


imprisoned because Ae is a Freethinker, and not because he 
| was an obscenist. 

Jesolved, That we, as members of thia organization, are 
pot in sympathy with all of ** Capid's Yokes,” but believe 
that the author had a right to entertain such beliefs, and to 
t write and publish them. 

The discussions referred to brought out facts relating to 
your trial that orthodox friends present had never before 
heard of. 

Tam anxious to report in this that our club is in good 
| working order, and holds meetings fortnightly. President 
Bal! and myself further celebrated May 2d by addressing a 
meeting in the schoolhouse at Bunker Hül. The orthod x 
element was well represented among the kearera, and kaow- 
ing their fondness for Bible texte, 1 chose Mieab iij, 11: 
' "he beads therecf judge for a reward, the prissis there. 
: teagh for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money, 


i 
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The Truth Beeker, Iune 12, 1880. 


Rev. George Chainey. 
BY ALHAZA. 
Another star shoots madly from his sphere 
To hear the voice of heaven-descended Truth 
.Who wanders o'er the crumbling wrecks of 
faith ` 
With calm, collected brow and fearless youth. 


Silent she stood, astatue meek and pale, 

When kings and priests stood ankie-deep in 
blood; 

That sacred stream ran from the people's 

vein&— $ 

The only fountain that can do us good. 


Thus, reasons Truth (Oh. bind it on thy keart), 
The few unjustly rule a countless throng, 
Pour in their ear some false and maddening 
tale, 

And take their gold and givthem but a song. 


Oh, dearly bought, the people's precious wit! 
They love the pomp of sacerdotal power; 
Blinded and robbed, they tread a thorny path, 

While their deceivers reyel every hour. 


For the sold wretch there yawns a fearful hell, 
While his betrayer pours out ruddy wine; r 

Aud every tear that dews a wealthy eye , 
Makes the board richer when tho clergy dine, 


But Chainey loves his thoughtful. precious 
flock; 
He will not, Crosby-like, enact a lie. 
His noble bosom bears no lust for power: 
That truth may liv. he e'en would dare to die. 


Destiny. 


1856. 


Paris, from throats of iron, silver, brass, 

Joy-thundering cannon, bient with chiming 
bells ; 

And martfal strains, the full-voiced poan 
Bwells. 

The air is starred with flags, the chanted mass 

Tprongs all the churches, yet the broad streets 
swarm 

With glad-eyed groups, who chatter laugh, and 
pass : 

In holiday confusion, class with class. 

Andover all the spring the sun-floods warm | 

In the Imperial palace that March morn, 

The beautiful young mother lay and smiled; 

For by her side just breathed the prinee, her 
ehild, 

Heir to an empire, to the purple born, 

Crowned with the Titans name that stirs the 
beart 

Like afblown elarion—one more Bonaparte, 


1879. 


Born to the purple, lying stark and dead, 
Transfxed with poisoned &rrows, 'neath the 


Bun 
“Ot brazen Africa! Thy grave is one, 
Forefated youth (on whom were visited 
Follies and sins not thine), whereat the world, 
Heartless howe’er it be, will pause to sing 
A dirge, to breaths a sigh, a wreath to fling 
Ot rosemary and rue with bayleaves curled. 
Enmeshed in toils ambitious, not thine own, 
Immortal, loved boy-prince, thou tak’st thy 
stan 
With early doomed Don Carlos, hand in hand 
With mild-browed Arthur, Geoffrey’s murdered 
son, 
Louis the Dauphin lifts his thorn-ringed head, 
And welcomes thee, his brother,’mongst the 


dead. —Soribner's Monthly. 
The Real Issue. 
MOSES HULL. 


A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes it is just the thing. 
Contains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
a scientifc money. 

The Commoner says : 

“Nothing has been written which will do as 
mood, work as this, Itis worth its weight in 
gold, 

. Price 10 cents. Sold by D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth st., New York. 


The Gods and Religions 
Ancent and Modern Times, 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes, 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 


By D. M. BENNETT. ~ 


Volume I., which treats principally on all 
. the Gods of the world, is out. Volume IL, 
which givsa full descripiioa of the Religions 
of Ancient and Modern Times, will be out 
in & few weeks, An interesting and in- 
structive work. In cloth, $3 per vol. If 
ordered before July 1st, the two volumes 
for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per vol., 
or $7 for the two volumes, In Morocco and 
Gils Edges, $4 50 per vol., or $8 for the two 
volumes. Ssnt free of postage. 


MACHINERY. 


Die work 
Perforating Dies 


Hand, Foot, and Power Presses. 
of all kinds, 
5 a specialty. 
E. B. STIMPSON, 31 Spruee St, N. Y, 
- tfanal 


Correspondence Wanted 


With Liberal and Radical ladies between the 
ages of 23 and 80, by a gentleman in the prime 
of life. Object; To share a humble home anda 
loving heart with a lady that suits. None need 
write who are not thoroughly in earnest on 
this subject. Address stating particulars. 

ATHEIST 


4'22 Care Truth Seeker office, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Aflirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment. 


Revised and Enlarged EdXion, 


72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N. Y. 


BT The Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes and sells an imperfect, disordered, and 
mangled edition. with all the typograpaicai 
errors ot the edition of 1°60, from which it was 
pirated by the late S. 8. Jones. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of" The Essence of Christianity," etc 
Translated from the German. | 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 

The spirit of the time is show. not substance. 

Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 

ssience, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 


nored, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our aget— Exiraat 


—D — ———Á——————— A ARMac Ü—ÁE 
THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH B&EXER. It is the beston the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 

Price 10 cents. , M. BENNETT, 

141 Eighth Street. N. Y. Citv. 


WHAT IS MONEY? 


A DEBATE 


BETWEEN 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
AND 3 
DR. T., A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 8 cents. For sale at 
this office. 


Issues of the Age. 
CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00. 

Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus, . 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.— N. 
Y. Graphic. 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces. a 
cherough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced.—Jewish Times, 

The author of this volume bas evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought, He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound asg- 
pirations.—N. Y. Tribune. 


COL. 


THE . 
Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical Col:ege 
for Women. 

Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874, 


Cioth; price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth Rt.. N. Y. 


THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 
Rising and the Waning Faith. 
An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY, Justout. By : 
COUBTLANDT PALMER, 


Pries, 38 cents, 


DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK, 


“MEDICAL GOOD SENSE” 


—AND— 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 


—EMBEACING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGY: 


OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing óver 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2. It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and preseriptions for acute an 
chronic diseases. It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s: xual relation- 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint, It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicat: 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 before 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free. ‘Contents table 
sent free for stamp. . 


DR; T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Liberal friends and patients throughout 
the United States and Oanadas that he is, as 
usual, treating 


ALL OHRONIO DISEASES, 


and positively curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced incurable. Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr. K. is meeting with re- 
markabie success in curing obstinate cases oi 
Spermatorrbooa, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in_both sexes, Epilepsy. 
Paralysis, Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Oatarrh, 
Asthma. Bronchitis, Consumption, Dysentery. 
Piles, Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, 
du Organs. and AH diseases of women 

onsultation Free, ress 

T. R. KINGET, M. D., 

317 East 14th 8t., New York. . 

Questions for Invalids free. 


CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leadin, 
to them are plaiely treated by that plainest o 
books, PLAIN HOME TALK 
MEDICAL COMMON SENSE — nearly 1.00 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E. B. FOOTE 
of 120 Lexington Ave, New York, to whom al 
letters from the sick should be..addressed. 
In its issue for January 19, 1878, Mr. Bennett’ 
TRUTH SEEKER thus sveaks of DR, FOOTE anc 
his medical publications: '" We know him (Dr 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say. 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he isa man ofthe highest incentives and 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct. 
ing and improving nis fellow-heings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, anc 
to be batter and more useful men and women 
His medical works possess the highest value 
and nav been introduced and thorougly read ir 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the physio 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
has so ably imparted, = 
Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person 01 
by mail FREE. Price of the new Popular Edi 
tion, by mail, postage prepaid, only $1.50. Oon- 
tenta table free, AGENTS WANTED. 
MUBRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
129 East 28th Street New Yo k. 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove, 


Cures all forms of Private, Chronic, and f- 


Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and 
Other causes, producing some of the fol. 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis. 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimnese 
of Sight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Nociety of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow: 
er, ete,, ete.. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor’s latest and greatest medical discovery. 
and which he has so far prescribed for thie 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many had 
Falling Sickness— Fits; others upon the verge 
of consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
emselves. 

Byphijis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrhcea, Gleet, 
Btrieture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, AJ] diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uleri, Leucorrhaa, 
etc., treated with equal success, 

Dz. R. P. Fettows bas within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given up by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the aid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows, His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of tho complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 
Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhocea, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magisti ate. which 
is positive and convincing testimony te the 
Doetor's great skill, 

Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Enclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above, 


[From the Western Reformer] 


"DR. R P. FELLOWS 
ig a highly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an origina! system of practice. and is 
pote reliable and trustworthy. We bav 


eard many flattering reports of his £ucoesatul 


aures of diseases incident to humanity," 


NEW BOOKS ON SALE. . 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seeker? í 

Antiquity of Christianity. 

BY JOHN ALBERGER. 
12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts, 


This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 
Oharaotor of the origin of the religion of 
christ. ; 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Thelogy, Ete, 


BY CHAS, E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefly intended to 


uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author, 75 cents, 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 


Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc, 
BY HALSEY R, STEVENS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


Faith and Reason; 


Heart, Soul, and Nand Work. 


A concise account of the Christian religion 
and all the prominent religions before an 
ainee Ohristianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


LOVE VENTURES. 


A rose tinted record of love in the tropics, 
vith &'range and startling adventures thereto 
belonging. Price, 50 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $1.00. 


Positivist Primer: 


Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity, 


BY 0. G. DAVID. 
Price, 75 cents. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A critical study, By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence, Extra cloth, 12mo, 827 pp, $2.00, 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 


Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 852 pp. . . $175. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
. BY GEORGE REBER, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00. 
Mr. Reber give an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation of the Christian church. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting, 

BY A. R. COOPER. 
12mo. 48 Dp; paper, 20 cts.; flexible cloth, 35 cts, 
THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH, 


BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany. N. Y. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents, 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris- 
tianity 

This is a very valuable and concise work, and 

states in plain and unmistakable language the 


reasons why Ohristianity is afailure. Price, 50 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 


OTHER PAPERS, 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 renis, 


SOUL PROBLEMS, . 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
; and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E PECK. . 
Paper, 12mo, 68 pages; price, 35 centa, 


RN UE kd a ra e ER 


‘MRS. H. S. LAKE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
Liberal and Freethought Lecturer 


Will receive calls to lecture before Liberal or 
Boiritualistic societies on moderate terms, 
The following are titles of some of her lectures; 


Infidel Integrity versus Christian Creed. 
Separation of Church and State, 
The Bpiritual Philosophy, what it is and what 
snot. . 
The Sunday Question. í 
Thomas Paine, Patriot and Hero. 
Crime and its Causes; or, What shall we do 
to be save 
After Liberalism. What ? 
Vite beyond the Grave. 
esus Christ, the Reformer. 
The Three Tyrannies. 
The Old Error aud the New Truth. 
The Scientific Aspect of Prayer. ete., etc. 


VOLUNTARY OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


„A lecture replete with eloquence.—San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle. 


Bne is & powerful advocate of the cause she 
has espoused.—San Jose Mercury. 
Mrs. Lake is the best lady lecturer that hes 


ever &poeared before a Portland audicnce.— | 


Portland Oregonian. 

As a Speaker sone is vastly superior to any 
Woman we hav ever heard? for beauty of dic- 
tion, depth of thoughr, and grace in delivery 
she is remarkable.—Salem (Or.) Record. 

She has the power of entrancing her audi- 
ence, and, by her eloquence, commanding the 
res peot of those most opposed to her.—Curvallis 

Mrs. Lake is one of the finest orators we hay 
ever listened to. Can hardiy be excelled by any 
apeaker on tbis coast, either man or woman.— 

reka Journal. 

Her eloquence and masterly style giv evi- 
dence of a highly cultivated mind as well asa 
complete comprehension of her subjact.—Zure- 

at Nev.) Sentinel. ` 

Whatever cause she espouses has in her an 
advocate of more power and brilliancy than is 
usually found on the rostrum, and her infiu- 
eneo will be felt wherever she goes.—Council 
Bluffs Nonpareil. 

Pieasant appearance, graceful carriage, a 
food elocutionist, el-quect, using well-chosen 
language to express har ideas,— Clinton Herald, 

Mrs, Lake 1s a brilliant epeaker, finely cul- 
tured, a trained elocutionist, and a powerful 
advocate of truth, reason, aud constitutional 
liberty.—Ze Claire Pilot. 


She may be addressed, Clinton, Iowa, 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER, 
A Roman Catholie Priest, 


yholly abjured religious dogmas, and left as his 
Last Will &rishion- 
after his 

death, the above-named’ work. entitled " Com- 


owerful work, and is attractin 
much attent on from the Liberal pubiic. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Christian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
ig the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: f 

The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Mesller. is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s " Age 
of Reason .” is mere milk and water to it, an 
Voltaire’s “Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of Champagne compared With a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav done a virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so well, 

AMES PARTON. 
Price. cloth, $1.50; Daper, $1.00. 
D. M. BENNET. («p tiirhih Bt. N. Y. 


FAMILY CREEDS, 


BY 
WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
Author of “ EXETER 
HALL,” “HEATHENS OF THE 
HEATH,” etc. 
To any who hav read either of this 
other ro- 


favorite Liberal writer's 
mances, it only need: be said that this 
is not inferior to them. 468 pp. 

In oloth, $1.25. ' 


For sale by 
_D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y. 


ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, 


Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural Address 


and the famous articles of 
Prof. Tyndall ana Sir Henry Thompson 
ON PRAYER. 

With Portrait and Biographical Sketch of 
Prof. Tyndall. And opinions of his ser- 
vices by the eminent scientist, Prof. 

H. HELMHOLTZ. 

Paper, 12mo, 105pp., 25 cts.; cloth, heavy 
tinted paper, 50 cta, Inaugural and por- 
trait only, 12mo, paper, 69pp., 10 cts. 

Prof. Tyndall has inaugurated & new era in 
scientific development, and has drawn the 
sword in a battle whose clash of arms will 
presently resound through the civilized world. 
~N, Y. Commercial Advertiser, 

Prof. Tyndall Orosses the Rubicon.—It ia the 
opening address of the president of the most 
important convention of scientific men in the 
world. Every line of it breathes thought, 
power. eloquence, It ig in many respects one | 
of the most extraordinary. uiteranee of OBE | 
Hame N, Y, Tribune, 


re Fa a The Trath Seeker, Inne 19, 1880. 
E N N ses 


SOCIALISM. 


4 REPLY TO 
ROSWELL D, HITCHCOCK, D.D. - 
BY AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST. 
12mo, 67pp., 25 cts. ; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
ceives a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall. It is against his 
passiveness that '’ Socialist” cries out. Is there 
no help for the miserable? he asks. The doc- 
trine that government should merely "protect," 
he attacks, and insists that it should “assist,” 
also, While he does not belleve that " property 
is robbery,” or wholly subscribe to " the world 
owes me a living," he affirms “the world owes 
me a chance to make a living.”—W, Y, Herald, 


A BUSINESS MAN’S RELIGIOUS 


AND SOCIAL VIEWS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 206pp. Price $1, 


The author’s conception of a possible future 
life on this earth is really eloquent and beauti- 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see 
what & philanthropic business man has to say 
upon the social problem, from a poor man’s 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the book, The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals “ Society” in all its ramificas. 
tions of corruption and inhumanity; his ear- 
nest and manly plea for the social regeneration 
of the lower classes—will, unless we are much 
mistaken, make the book the best-abused and 
best-liked production of the day by these two 
classes respectively.—Oritical Review. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES, 
IBON-CLAD SEBIES, " 
a B, 


No. 
1. Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh.......... 5 
2. Beculsr Responsibility. G.-J. Holyoake, 5 
7. Buddhist Nihilism. Prot. Max Muller... 10 
8. Religion ot Inhumanity. V. Harrison... 20 
9. Relation of Witeheratt to Religion. Ly- 
all... TT eos. 15 
13. Essay. on Miracles. David Hume........ 10 


Ay de Charles Brad- 
BKh...-ee eee eae ETET AT IE 
17. Logic of Life, Deduced from the Prinoi- 
vie of Freethought.. G. J. Holyoake., 10 
18. A Plea for Atheism. Oharles Bradlaugh, 10 
19. Large or Small Families ? A. Holyoake, 6 
20. Bu tporstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
m, Pit. Austin Hotyoake............ 6 
21. Defense of Secular Principles. C. Watts. 5 
22. Is the Bible Reliable? ©, Watts......... 6 
23, The Ohristian Dei:y, O. Watts........... 5 
24, Morai Value of tne Bible. C. Watts..... 6 
26. reotnought and Modern Progress 
AblBuosesneossssorsoesesutopssssecsnsseen, 1 
26. Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. O, Watts,........»...- 5 
28. Thoughts on Atheism, A. Holyoake..... 6 
B 
5 
5 
5 
5 
0 
6 
5 


29. is there a Morat Governor of the Uni- 
verse A. Holyo&ake,.......... eene 
80. Philosophy of Secularism. O. Watts..... 
81. Hus Man a Soul? Charles Bradlaugh... 
38. Is thereaGod? Oharles Bradlaugh..... 
89. Labor’s Prayer, Oharles Bradlaugh..... 
20. Poverty; Its Cause and Cure, .G, H. 
42. Scienca and Bible Antagonistlo. O. Watts, 
43, Onpisdan Scheme ct Redemption. ©. 
BEER PPP" 
44, Logie of Death; or. Why should the 
Atheist Fear to Die. G.J. Holyoake, 10 
47, Poverty : Its Effects on the Poliical Cor- 
dition of the People. Oharles Brad- 
BUD, ssesssessssopseceosesssasassassosssa DB 


MANNA SERIES. 


8. New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 
5. 200 Questions Without Answers........... 5 
6 Dialogue Between a Christian Missionary 
and a Ohinese Mandarin................ 10 
7, Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bish- 
ops by a Waak but Z»alous Christian. 
8. Bearon After Heaven and Hall. A. Hol- 
YORKO,... ether ehh ten 
9, New Life of Jonah. Charles Bradlaugh. 
10. A Few Words About the Devil. Oharles 
Bradlaugh... Sed niagara nia EEND 
11. New Life of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh, 
12. Daniel the Dreamer. A. Holyoake,..... 1 
13. Specimeu of the Bible: Esther. A, Hol- 
VORKC.. oe ce seen cese e eot nnne netos 10 
14, Acts of the Apostles: A Farce, A. Hol- 
yoake...........s. eessecesesaceoccectasesss 10 
15. Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A 
Holyoake............ eee eee enl 
16. Twelve Apostles, Charles Bradlaugh.. 
17. Wio Pis esus Christ? Oharles Brad- 
BUgh...re tee rh heme ehe rr 
18. What Did Jesus Teach? Oharles Brad- 


&ug 
19. New Lite of Abraham. Charles Brada 
Kipli oriens en durar ues 
fite of Moses, Oharles Bradlaugh, 


20. New 
21. A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per doz. 1 


Em 
ce 


QOO o a FO 


The Best on this Theme Yet. 
«AN ESSAY ON THE BIBLE 


NARRATIVE OF CREATION.” 


By Augustus R., Grote, A.M. 


The Boston Commonwealth says: It is a ra- 
tionalistic examination of the scripture ac- 
eount, With a conclusion that the literal teach- 
ing of the theory is ivjurious to the mind. as it 
proves an impediment to intellectual advance- 


ment. 

The Boston Traveler says: He has given a 
clear, yet condensed, criticism from the liter- 
ary and scientifie points of view. An eloquent 
and forcible protest against tbe tyranny of 
dogma, He endeavors to show that all efforts 
to reconcile science with a literal interpreta- 
tion of the account of Genesis must only end in 
confusion. : 

The Popular Science Monthly says: The dis- 
Crepancies betweeu the two accounts ars very 
fully indicated, and the different points of view 
from which they were written expleined. . . . 
Interesting chapters foilow on the myths of the 
old world, which resemble those of Genesis. 
. « The book is characterized by direetnecg of 
argument, and the best Material has been dili- 
gently used. . . . Tne archeologist and 
philologlst will find many new points in tho 
book, which is noteworthy for its additions to 
science as well as for ite distinctive literary 
iners. Paper 40cente, For eale 


b 
D, M, BERNRES, 


] 
READ THIS LIST 


Published by D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., New York, 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, 
and Reformers. By D. M. BENNETT, 
Editor of THE '"inuTH SEEKER. Octavo; 
second edition; enlarged and revised. Being 
the biographies and important doctrines of 
the most distinguished teachers, philoso- 
phers, reformers, innovators, foundera of 
new schools of thought and religion, disbe- 
lievers in current theology, &nd the deepest 
thinkers and most active humanitarians of 
the world, from Menu down through the 
sueceeding three thousand years to our own 
time, Price, cloth, $3; leather, $4; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $4.50. ; 

"he Champions of the Church: 
Their Crimes and P'ersecutions, By 
D. M. BENNETT. Biographical sketches of 
eminent Christians, from the time of the 
reputed founder of Christianity to the 

resent, A companion book to ‘The 

orld's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers.” 
Containing a correct history of the distin- 
guished ornaments and diabolical characters 
of the church. A. full account is given of 
the bloody wars which Christianity bas in- 
humanly waged to spread its rule. It also 
givesa history of Jesuitism for three centu- 
ries. The whole is based vpon Christian 
authorities; Price, cloth, $35 leather, $43 
moroeco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Analysis of Religious Belief. By 
Viscount AMBERLEY, son of Lord John 
Russell, who was twice Premier of England. 
Complete, from the London edition. This 
remarkable work has attracted unusual stten- 
tion in England. It is the work of & brilliant 
young lord of Christian parents, who was 
brought up in the Christian faith, but who, 
upon investigation and reflection, became a 
decided unbeliever ; the result of which is 
the elaborate work here pamed, the prepars- 
tion of which occupied him several years. 
Price, cloth, $3; leather, $45 morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

The Great Works of Thomas 
“Paine, Complete. New edition. ‘The 
cheapest and best ever sold. Contains Life 
of Paine; his theological writings—the Age 
of Reason, Examination of Prophecies, 
Reply to Bishop Llandaff, Letter to Mr. 
Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter to Camille 
Jordan, Of the Religion of Deism ; hia po- 
litical Writings—Common Sense, The Crisis 
(Nos. I. to KVL inclusive), and The Right. 
of Man. All in one octavo volume, with a 
fine steel portrait of Paine. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $45 morocco, gilt, $4.50, 

Supernatural Religion: An Un- 
quiry into the Reality of Divine 
Revelation. Decidediy the ablest wok 
in this line ever published. Probably no 
work printed in England excited greater in- 
terest than this. It was issued anonymously, 
and the great inquiry was, ‘‘ Who is the 
author ?” It is most damaging to the claims 
of Christianity, and its positions and state- 
ments have never been refuted by the clergy. 
It is very scholarly, and enters into the ex- 
amination of the original Greek in detail and 
with great exactness. Three 8vo volumes in 
one, revised and corrected, and accurately 
reproduced from the latest London edition, 
which sells at $15.00. The London Zmes, 
in speaking of this great work, uses this lan- 
guage: ** No book published in the world, at 
any time or in any age, has had the influence 
and effect on the thinking part of the com- 
munity as this work, It has done more to 
open the eyes of the ignorant and credulous, 
and sweep away the cobwebs of dogma and 
superstition, than any other book." Pub- 
lished complete in a volume of 1,000 pages, 
with afullindex, atthe following low prices: 
Cloth, $4; leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, 
$5.50. 

Nature’s Revelations of Charac- 
ter; or, Physiognomy Lilustrated, 
Being the mora! and volitive dispositions of 
mankind as manifested in the human form 
and countenance. By JosEPH Simms, M.D. 
This work ig the fruit of twenty years’ dili- 
gent observation of nature, and presents a 
new and complete analysis and Classification 
of the powers of the human mind and body, 
together with the physiognomical signs by 
which every faculty ia disclosed. In one 
volume of 650 8vo pp.; illustrated by 262 
cuts. Price, cloth, $35 leather, $4; mo- 
rocco, gilt edzes, $4.50. 

Paine’s Theological Works, In 
cne volume, comprising Age ot Reason, Ex- 
smination of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop 
Liandaff, Letter to Mr. Eskine, Essay on 
Dreams, Of the Religion of Deism, ete., 
with a Life and fine steel portrait of Paine. 
| Cloth, 62.50. "T 
| Paime’s Political Works. In one 


| volume, comprising Common Sense, The 
Crisis (Nos. 1. to XVI. inclusive), The Rights 
of Mun, and Life of Paine, with a fine steel 
portrait. Cloth. $2.50. 

The Age or Reason. By Tuomas 
Painu. Laie iy pe. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 

| 66 cents. 

‘fle Age of Reason and the Ex- 
amination of Prophecies. By Tuom- 
as Painge, Luige type, Paper, 69 cents; 
cloth, 75 certs 

Common Sense, 

| Ws first sed most im 
i Paper, Ei conte, 


By Tuomas Patna, 


oylant polities] work, 


^ ' - 888 


i Revelations of Antichrist 


CONCERNING 


| Er 
-| Christ and Cnhristianity. 


"e OF 
STANDARD WORKS. 


" This volume gives us mountains of evidence 
that the Ohrist of the Bible was never born. 
never crucified, never died. . . It containa 
mure deep researches into the far back pages 
of antiquity than any volume I ever read 
ANTIOBRisT proves from history that James 
Kepha ‘Cephas, alias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Onristian-era, and so did Jesus 
Ohrist—indeed, many Ohrists and many by the 
name of Jesus, . . In my precious collection 
of Liberal works I hav placed this last valuable 
acquisition first and foremost of all.” 

ELMINA D. SLENKER. 

Thebook contains 446 pages. with & very full 
Index and table of contents. Price. $2.90. 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
Davs in Athens. 


Being ihe Translation of a Greek Mss, dis- 
Covered in Herculaneum. 


| BY FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Containing a copy of the head of Epicurus, 


, Piico Ts cents. For sale by $ 
D. M.BENNETT, 
i ~ 143 8th &traet. New York. N.Y. 


Six Lectures on Astronomy, 


By Pror. RicHarp A. PROCTOR. 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall. 
this city, in the winter of 1875-6, and were re- 
orted phonographically expressly for THE 
RUTH SEEKER by Miss M. 8. Gonteharot. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever da» 
livered by Professor Proctor, and oughtto be in 
the possession of every person, Price 20 cents, i 


The titles of the Lectures ares 


I, Growth of Worlds 
IL Life and Death of Worlds, 
Jl, Other Worlds than Ours. 
iY. Other Suns than Ours. 
V. The Great Mysteries of the Universe, 
VÍ. Religion and Astronomy, 


D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth et, N, Y 


LECTURES OF 


R. G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION, 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures.” 


!. OonTENnTs.—'The Gods," “Humboldt.” “Thos, 
Paine," “Individuality,” ‘* Heretics and Hor- 
esies.” Price, 50 cents. 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures.” 


Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoli, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 


Imperial, or large $26... e.s... 40 cents, 
Photo, or card size... .. ..... «++ 20 cents. 
Life-size lithograph, 91x91. ..... 50 cents, 


Postage paid. 
Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t.. New York, 


JUST ISSUED. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK, 


Oontaining nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be posi'ively 
cured by an original system of practice. It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
All the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to p. 
MUBBAX HILL PUBLISHING CO 
199 Haat Rth Rtreot. N. Y 


W. S. Bell’s Lectures. 


1. Thomas Paine. 
2, Jesus Christ. 


1. Mell, and Persecution. 

2, What Has Freethought to Of 
fer in Place of Christianity ? 

3. Revivals of Religions, 


PRESS NOTICES, 


Fe is a good speaker, a perfect gentleman, 

scholar, and well acquainted with the subjects 
on which he speaks._ON& oF HIS AUDIENOS, 
in "Ipswich Chronicle.” 


Mr. Bellis @ profound thinker and an elo- 
quent speaker. His points are clear and dis- 
ynot, and he does not fall to convince—" Huli’s 

rucible. 


Mr. Bell is a gentleman of fine scholarly ata 
tainments and a very pleasing Speaker.—'Ban- 
ner of Light." 


Mr. Bell is a pleasing speaker, polite to oppo- 
Dente, but. of course, radical in his views.— 
Marietta Register,” 


Bro. Bell is a first-class speaker, and handles 
hia subjec:s in a masterly manner.—M Bs, FRANE 
Kvrgne, in “ Boston Investigator.” 


He le a gentleman of recognized superior 
ability not only ae a publie speaker, but in the 
use of his pen.—" New Bedford Signal." 


For terms, ete,, address 
W, S. BELL, 
No, 18 Fourth St, New Beprorp, Mage, 


ay cost of mailing. - 
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. Gems of Thought. 


DaGon must stoop, and shall ere long receive. 
Buch a discomfit as shall quite despoil him 
Of ali those boasted trophies won on me, 
And with confusion biank his worshipers. 
— Milton. 
WHEN the seven classic philosophers were 
holding a banquet together, it was asked of 


them, "Whatis the most universal possession?” | 


The reply agreed upon, aa most accurate, was 


hope, for he that has nothing else has hope.— | 


David Swing. 

ONE man is continually led bytke complexion 
of his temper to forbode evi! to himself and to 
tha world; while another, after a thousand dis- 
appointments, looks forward to the futuro wlth 
exultation and feallag his confidence in Provi- 
dence unshaken.—Dugald Stewart, 

IAM always forthe builders who bring some 


addition to our knowledge, or at least some new 
thing to our thoughts. The finders of faults, 


the confuters and pullers-down, do not only: 
erecta barren and useless triumph upon hus ; 


man ignorance, but advance us nothing in the 
acquisition cf truth,—ZLocie. . 


We hav all known good men who would hav 
been much batter and more useful if they had 
occasionally met and conversed with people 
who did not agree with them. It is a most 


cangerous thing for any human being to liv: 


- among those by whom his views and opinions 
are never questioned .—Parsons. 


Every man has his own creed in proportion 
as he is an individual, and as he grows daily in 
experience his belief mus: grow. It is a very 
common saying among us that at forty we are 
sure of fewer things than at thirty. The pos- 
tiviat perlod follows the credulous period, and 
is succeeded by the teachable.— Powell, 


Ir is the man who has seen nothing of lito 
who ia intolerant of bis fellow-mon, Misan- 
_ thropical people hav, in most cases, baan made 
misanthropes by hoping too much. But go on 
thinkingthe best you can of mankind; work- 
ing the most you can for them ; never ecolding 


them because they will not be wise your way;' 


and even then bə sure that, think as gontly and 
lovingly as you can, you hav dealt but ascint 
measure of tolerance to your fellow-man.— 
Arthur Helps. 


Tue Ohristian's idea of re'iglon is that it is 
somothing that ought to suppress free thought 
and inquiry. get possession of the government, 
eontrol legislation, govern the schools, regulate 
publie libraries, and run the world generally. 
Tho Ohristlan belleves in schools, if he can 
teach them: in books, if he can write them; in 


governmonts, if he can administer them; in- 


laws, if he can make them; in ccurches, if he 
can preach in them; but ha is opposed to any- 
body else having anything to do with volitics, 
literatur:, education, or religion, —L, K, Wash- 
burn. 

Many doctrines generally believod in the 
early Church are universally rejacied now. The 
doe:rin o£ Chiliasm, or the milleunial reign of 
Christ on earth ; the doctrin of the under 
world, or Hades, where all souls went after 
death; the doctrin of the atonement made by 
Ohristto the devil. Such were some of the pre- 
valling views keld in the early ages. The old- 
est doetrin is not certainly the truest; or, as 
Theodore Parker once sald to a priest in Rome, 
who told him that the primacy of Peter was 
asserted in the sezond century, " A lie is no 
better because it ig an old one.”—Dr. J. F. 
Clarke. 

I Do not see wherein the Bible code is any 
better. as a whole, than the oid one of Lycurgus, 
the Spartan law-glver. who lived in the ninth 
century before our era. Some portions of his 
code hay bsen improved upon,and others are 
better than the Bible code. All of good belongs 


to no age or people or book, G> back into the’ 


past as far as history wili carry you, and you 
will find good men and good codes, and wise 
men and wise codes; and you will also find bad 
mon and bad codes, and ignorant mon and un- 
wise codes, And thia is just as true of the 
times, codes, and peoples of that ‘‘bolstered-up 
book," as of any other book the world has evar 
possessed.— Elmina D. Slenker. ] 


Ir the existence of good in the universe im- 
plies a benevolent creator, by the same rule, 
the existence of evil implies a malevolent 
creator. Theevii is not less certain than the 
good. No refining can do away with this fact. 
Your hope that evil will cease, and good con- 
tinue to exist, seems without foundation in 
reason. Why not good caase, and unmixed ev!l 
remain? You wish that this should not be, and 
think it ought not, Butif your wish and opin- 
ion could prevail, there would be no evil now, 
would there? We cannot understand the na- 
tureof things, nor account for it in any possi- 
ble way. To suppose a theos does not help the 
matter in the smallest degree, but makes it 
worse, and is, besides, utterly gratuitous. It 
follows that theology, or the confident talk 
about theos is, as I hav before said, babbling — 
Waters, 

THE plea sometimes made on behalf of Chris- 
.tlanity—that it must be divine, because it could 
nototherwise hav made its way in the world 
with its austere and self-denying doctrin and 
practice—is based upon unsound views as to 
both the laws of human nature and the special 
mat'er of fact involved. Enthusiasm and other 
motivs often cause that to be accepted and 
practised which isin itself very trying to hu- 
man feelings. If the prevalence of a religion of 
pain and mortification were necessarily a di- 
vine attestation, the Hindoo religion, so wide- 


spread and so full of cruel severities, would be! 


more markedly divine than Christlanity. . .. 
I: is a clear fact that the great body of Chris- 
tians do not now lead Ilves of self-denial and 
mortification, but seek and enjoy the gomforts 
of luxurious living as naturally as any other 
people Watora, 


| Odds and Ends. 


| "AN in (n) keeper—a jailer. 

` Mane of awl work—shoes. _ 
A BELLE man—a lady killer. 
WInLs are among the last sad writes. 
Tue butcher who trusts losos flash. 


Sou one inquires, “ Where hav all the ladies’ 
! belts gone ?” Gone to waist, of course. - 


À SUDDEN kiss mado a young lady in Indiana 
erazy. " Yez," adds an old bachelor, '' crazy for 
, more," f 


Tae more holed a thing is theless it will hold, 
That’s what Jo Coase told Digby as the two stood 
meditativly over a sieve. 


A 8T. Lours wife refused to receiva a telegram 
from her husband in New York becauss it 
; waan't in his handwriting. 


i^ A YOUNG lady up town repels the domestic 
slander that ehe is “fluctuating.” '" For Iam 
always at pa—to buy me something." 


A poTING mother labelled her preservos, "Put 
up by Mrs, D.” Her son ate them and wrote on 
‘the labels, " Pat down by Johnny D." 


THERE are Do cats in Greenland, But they 
bay a native dog that can howl a hole in the 
i side of an iceberg, so the nativs don’t miss the 
cats. 


I wav finally got so that I ain’t at all sortain 
of what I kno miself,and am eltting less ser- 
tain ov what others say they kno.—Josh Bil- 
inis. 

A TALRATiV barbar, about to cut a gentle- 
man's hair, asked him how he would hav it 
‘done. ''If possible, in silence,” said the gen- 
tleman. 


À MINISTER was eeked the cause of his pov- 
erty. “ Principally,” said he, with a twinklein 
his eye, " because I hav preached so much with- 
out notes,” 


Ir takes a butcher only thirty days to learn 
Í how to sell bones with the meat, while it takes a 
husband a lifetime to learn how to buy them 
separately. 


Tan waves of a woman’s handkerchief hav 
wrecked many a man, and the waves of a wom- 
an’s band without the korchiof hav wrecked 
‘many a small boy. 


Tus art of economy is drawing in as mneh as 
it exp, but unfortunately young ladies will ap- 
ply this "drawing in” to thefr own bodies 
when they wish to avoid anything like waist. 


** LADIES and gentlemen,” said an Irish man- 
ager to his augience of three, ' as tiere is no- 
body here, I dismiss you all, The performance 
of this night will not bo performed, but will be 
repeated to-morrow evening.” © 


IN struggling to make a dull-brained boy un- 
derstand what conscience was, a teachar finally 
asked, " What makes you uaeomfortablo after 
you hav done wrong?” "Father's leatber 
strap.” feelingly replied the boy. 


One reason, says the Detroit Free Press, why 
Leadville has no schools is because all the 
schoolma’ams who go there find husbands be- 
tween the depot and the hotels, and don’t carea 
cent whether school keeps or not. 


“Twas notaware that you knew him," said 
Tom Smith to an Irish friend the other day. 
“Knew him?" said he, in a tone which com- 
prehendedthe knowledge of more than one life, 
“*T knew him when his father was a boy!” 


“T came toask your hand,” said a lover to his 
sweetheart. '" You ask a great deal,” sho re- 
plied. Aud he thought so, too, when she final- 
ly succumbed and gently laid in his own a nest- 
ling, soft, white paw, two-thirda larger than his 
own, : 


AN imaginativ Irishman giv3 utterance to 
this lamenta:ion: "I returned to the halls of 
my fathers by night, and I found them in ruins. 
I cried aloud,’ My fathers, where are they?’ and 
echo responded, ‘Is that you, Paterick M’Clath- 
ery y : 


PARorEssOB: " Which is the most delicate of 
the senses?" Sophomore: ' Tae touch," Pro- 
fessor: "Prove it." Sophomore: "When you 
sit down onatack. You can’t hear it; you can’t 
see it; you Can’t taste it; you can’t smell it; 
but it’s there.” 


A BRIDGEPORT woman unconsciously went to 
church the other Sunday with two hats on her 
head, one inside the cther, and a £core or more 
of other women, thinking it was anew style of 
hat, came very near expiring of envy before the 
error was discovered. : 


"IT is said that the ma'e wasp does not 
sting.” But as a male and female wasp wear 
the same kind of a polonalse, and look as much 
alike as twins, tho only way to distinguish their 
sex is to catch one. If it stings you, it is a fe- 
male; if not, it is a gentleman wasp, 


"HALLO, there, how do you sell wood?" 
"By the cord.” ‘ Pshaw! How long has it 
been cut?” ‘‘Four feet.” "How dumb! I mean 
; how long has it been einca you cut it?” "No 
longer than it is now.” ‘See here, old fellow, 
! you are too all. fired bright to liv long.” 


A KIND physician living near Mount Morris 

; Park. wishing to smooth tke last hours of a 

| poor woman whom ho was attending, asked her 

; i£ there was anything that he could do for her 

l before she died. The poor soul, looking up, 

: replied. “ Doctor, I hav always thought I should 
like to hav a glass butter-dish before I died.” 


A STYLISH Woman entered a photograph gal- 
lery st Columbus, O., the other day, end de- 
sired to hav the picture of hor baby taken. The 
babe was placed in position bsfore tha camera 
and tha paoiogcapher want to work, Tas wom- 
an ellpped ont sad away, and at laet accounts 


; the baby Waa still on tho photographer's bande; 


he ruth Seeker, June 19, 1680. 
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ror eer E 
ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE CLOCK. 


NT it 


The clock is eighteen feet in height, eight feet wide by five deep, and weighs fiva thousand 
pounds. There are required in the construction of the clock two thousand wheels, besides 
the great number of shafts, pinlons, and other machinery necessary to complete the grand 
combination, The clock is run by weights which weigh seven hundred pounds, and is wound 
up once in twelve days. The case or exterior of the clock is entirely of black walnut, and 
is elegantly carved or engraved in designs appropriate and symbolic of our Republic. Above 
the main body of the clock is a marble dome, upon which Washington sits in his chair 
of state, protected by a canopy which is surmounted by a glided statue of Columbia; on either 
side of Washington is a colordd servant in livery, guarding the doors, which open 
between the pillars that support the canopy; on the four corners of the main body 
of tue clock are black walfut niches containing human figures, emblematic of the 
march of life; the two lower ones sre supported bv two female figures with flaming torches; 
one of the niches contains the figure of an infant, the secoud the figure of a youth, the third of 
a man in middle life, the fourth of an aged graybeard, and still another, directly over the 
cen*er, contains a skeleton, representing Father Time. All these figures hav bells and ham- 
mers in their hands. At the end of every quarter hour the infant strikós upon the bell which 
he bolda in his hand. Attheend of each half hour the youth strikes; atthe end of three. 
quarters of an hour the man, and at the end of each hour the graybaard. Daath thon follows 
with a measured stroke to toll the hour. 


The clock shows local time in hours, minutes, and seconds ; the diffsrence in time at 
Chicago, Washington, San Francisco, Melbourne, Pekin, Cairo, Constantinople, St. Petersburg 
Vienna, London, Berlin, and Paria; the day of the week, calendar day of the month, month of 
the year, aad seasons of the year; the siens of tho zodiac, the revolutions of tha oarth on its 
own axis, and also around the sun; tho revolutions of the moon around tha onrth, aud with it 
around the sun; also, the moon’s changes from the quarter to half, three-quarters, and full : 
the correct movement of the planets around ihe sur. Tho inventor has a erank-attaech mont to 
the clock, by means of which he can hasten the working of the machinery, in ordar to show its 
movements to ths public. 


A large music box, manufactured at Geneva expressly for this clook, begins to play at the 
same time that the skeleton strikes the hour, and a surprising scone is enacted upon tho plat- 
form beneath the canopy. Washington slowly rises from his chair to his feat, extending his 
right Gand, presenting the Declaration of Indor endence; the door on the left is opaned by the 


‘servant, admitting all the Presidents from Washington's time, including President Hayes, 


Erch President is dressed in the costume of his time. The Jikenesses are admirable, Pass- 
ing in file before Washington, they face and raise their handsas thoy approach him, and walk- 
ing naturally across th platform, disappear through the opposite door, which is promptly 
closed behind {ham by tho second servant. Washington retires into bis chair. and all js quist, 


saye the measured tick of the huge pendulum, ita i 
ee hous hee pease p um, aud the ringing of the quartar hours. until an- 


Excursion parties and every man, woman, and child from the East, West, North, aud 
South visting the city of Now York should not leave without seelag this WONDERFUL 


.WORK OF ART, THE GREAT AMERICAN CLOCK, On exhibition daily in TAMMANY 


HALL, East 14h streot, from 19 AM. to 10 P.M. Sundays 2 P.M to 10 P.M. 


COL, D, M, FOX, Manager, 
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Notes and Clippings. 


— 


which resulted in a reward to Vlolle, certificates 
of honorable mention to Vicaire and Crova, and 
a withdrawal of the priz», in consequence of 
the difficulty and uncertainty involved in the 


“ How Do you vronoune) 8-t-I-n-g-y 2" Prof | orob!em. Sanchi obtained more than 2,000,000 
Stearns asked the young gantl»man nearest the | degrees by Newton’s formula, while Violie ob- 
foot of the class, Andthesm wt bad boy stood [tained only 1,500 degrees by the formula of 
up and said It depended a great deal whether -Dulong and Petit. from the same set of obser- 
the word applied to a man orabee. Go to the | vations. M. Rosetti coneludes that the temper- 


head, young fellow. 

Tas religious sect called the Dunkards re» 
cenity held a great convention at Lanark, Il). 
Fully thirty thousand people were in attend. 
ance. Great barracks were built for the three- 
days’ moeting, and the scene at the camp re- 
sembled an army encampment, 


HzNnI Roower BT, the Communi:tio French 
editor, was dangerously wounded in a duel in 
Switzerland on the 31. Anotber duel was 
fought on Sunday 6h, between ‘two Parisian 


ature cannot be Jess than 18,000, or much more 
than 36.000 Fahr. 


MoprxN Ohristianity is developing in Iowa. 
This time it is a piliar of the Baptist persua- 
sion for incest with his granddaughter of about 
twenty. Asham trial was started at the county 
seat, but the principal witness was paid libsr- 
ally to be absent. The prosecutor, too, was 
missing, no doubt for a consideration. Hush 
money and the sanctity of the church covers a 
‘multitude of sins. The church has become a 


editors, in which one was wounded; and two “chartered libertin,” and is quite consistar.t 
more duels between French editors are soon to | in character. 


take place, 


Tuk statement which has recently been made 
to the effect that there are only twenty-six Pres- 
byterian churches in this olty is pronounced 
by tle New York Observer to ba false. That pa- 
per says there are fifty-three churches and 
twenty-eight chapels with pastors, making 
eighty-one in all. Itis not a very cheerful re- 
flection that in this advanced and intellectual 
age ef the world such abigot and tyrant as John 
Calvin proved himself to be should hav such an 
exten:iv following. 


THe Chicago Tribune now spells have " hav,” 
and favorite without an e. Thus one paver 
after another follows the lead of Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER. It is to be hoped that in a few years 
the use of all silent unnecessary letters will be 
dropped. When 1t becomes the rule to spell 
words as they are Drotounced and to pro- 
nounce them as they are spelled, pronunciation 
will become -uniform, and bo'h orthography 
and pronunciation will be learned in less than 
, half the time required by the old system. 


A CURIOUS Sontest as to the legal status of 
Roman Catholic archdi:bops in this country is 
likely to grow out of the case of Archbishop 
Purcell, of OCineinnati, He holds that the 
churches. seminaries, and charity edifices in 
his diocese, the titles of which were in his 
name, Were in a legal sense bis private proper- 
ty, to do with as he tuought best. Acting upon 
this theory, he has transferred a large share of 
the property to a trustee for the benefit of his 
ereditore, This action is opposed by the pasiors 
and other officers of the churches, who assert 
tbat the Arehbisbop has no right to disposse:s 
them; that he simply holds the property in 
trust. ; 

THE news from Constantinople givs warning 
that everything is going thəre from bad to 
worse. It is not alone the row in Aibania or 
the frightful atate of things in Armenia, An- 
archy is eating into the heart of the empire, 
The disorganization in the capital fs only less 
than in the provinces. Thereis no publi: rev- 
enue. The officials sequeezs the taxpayers, but 
it i3 like drawing blood from turnips, Nota 
single promis or undertaking entered into by 
the Turkish government with respect to the in- 
ternal administration of the country has been 
observed, and what is thought most ominous 
in the future is that the Sultan protests go 
mucb. f 

IN regard to the moons of Mars, the interest- 
ing fact appears that nəi:hər in rate of motion 
nor in distanee from the planet is thers agree- 
ment between the two. The phenomena famll- 
larto an luhabitant of Mars must bo very re- 
markable; the o" er sta:ellite remains above 
the horizon for two and a h ilt days and nighte, 
&ndthoiuner rigsa3 in the West and seta in the 
Eusttwlce in the course of the night. Thelu- 
nar method of determiniug longitudes must b3 
singularly easy with such a rapidly moving 
B&tellite, it being, in fact, equivalent to the addi- 
tion of a minute hand to the eslestial clock 
which in our case has to be read by the hour 
hand alone. 


THE sun’s temperature, according to Newton, 
Ericsson, Senchi, and others, cannot be less 
than from 1,000,000 to 2,000.000 degrees, that is, 
1,800,000 to 3,600,000 Fahr.; but Pouiliet, Vicaire. 
Vioile, and many others maintain that the tem- 
perature cannot exceed 2,700 to 4,500 Fabr. Not 
long since the French Academy offered an im- 
portant prize for the aglution of the question, 


TRE latest " darkey " song in Louisiana is en- 
titled "Ingerscll and the Devil." One verse 
runs thus: : 

" Streak ’o ligntnln! fo’ milas long, 

Some dese days gwine ter hit him, 

Ing'soll sings à nudder song 
When de debbil git him! 

Debbi! watch fo’ such as him— 
Koteb him in his collar. 

Choke him bl wk an’ hit him ' bim,’ 
But him till him holler! 

Dabbil stan’ up kimbo straight, 
Laugh at Ing'soll pranein’, 
taa’ him on a red-hot plate— 
Pat while Bob's a dancin’!"’ 


Tus Mt. O'ive Baptist congregation (colored) 
of Philadelpbia is small enough to find accom- 
modation in a church twenty-five feet by thirty, 
yet is large enough to hav violent internal 
troubles. A recent meeting was uneommonly 
noisy, and the crowd that gathered in the s'rzet 
were astonished to see Deacon Howard pop 
beadforemost out of the window. Dr. Brown, 
superintendent of the Sunday-school, subse- 
quently made the following explanation: 
“‘When I jised de church, de Snnday-school 
consisted of four sobolars and one teacher, 
and Mr. Howard was superintendent. I mis- 
Slonaried de school up to twenty-seven schol- 
ars and four teachers inside of four weeks, 
Den we put Mr. Howard out. M . Howard is & 
coliega-bred man, but he ain't got no de‘ibory 
whatsoever, and consequsniialiy he ain't no 
good as a Sabbath-school superintendent, Den 
Mr. Howard begun his quarreling. De night 
ob də fuss he druv de secretary out ob de 
chureh, and de secretary come runnin’ away 
up here for me, I went down dere to see that 
everything was right. But Brudder Howard 
wouldn't behava hisself, and at last he clang 
hold o' me and throwed me over de bench. I 
hollered to Daacon Holliday, 'Take dis goon 
ofn me!’ and den Brudder Howard tried to 
bite me, and I just turned to and kicked him 
over de pulpit and chucked him out of de win- 
dow.” 


A GERMAN writer told the newspaper readers 
o! Vienna a short time ago about a religious 
play which he had seen in a village in Tyrol. 
The play was entitled, " Tae Creation." In the 
tirst scene was God the Father, clad in a gro- 
tesque costume, wearing big leather gloves and 
walking up and down on a rainbow, at one end 
ot which was the sun, and the other the moon. 
The Oreator was smoking a pipe. which he oc- 
eagionaliy lighted at the two heavenly orbs, 
soliloquizing ali the while. He declared him- 
self very well satisfied with the work he had 
already accomplished; he had made the 
world out of nothing; now he would try his 
hand at making an image of himself—a man. 
Thereupon came an angel, bringing a huge 
lump of clay. God the Father put his pipe out 
of the way, and then with his gloved hands be- 
gan kneeding the mass until he had brought it 
into a shape as nearly resembling a man as 
he possibly could, Then, after some ma- 
nipulations behind some shrubs conveniently 
placed, the mass was rolled out again, God the 
Father gave a whiff of breath, and up jumped 
Father Adam, a handsome youth of the village, 
scantily clad, who began to dance about on the 
stage. Thereupon God the Father took up his 
pipe again and bsgan cogitating as to how he 
should make a woman. The feat was aecom- 
lished in & most successful manner by God 


S 


the Father putting Adam into a good sleep and 
cutting Eve out of the off side, in the true bib- 
lical method. S»eing the pair created, God the 
Father was greatiy rejoiced, and exclaimed: 


‘Tis done! Oreation’s work is made at last 
complete, d ' 
And I, the maker, must myself stand treat. 
` [Drinking from a huge stone jug.) 
Alas, dear Adam! though ’twas for the best, 
Thy first good sleep was e'en thy last day's 
rest. 


ONE of the victims of the Narragansett disns- 
ter was a Methodist pastor of this city, the Rev. 
Mr, Lockwood. I: does not appear that he had 
any special premonition of the fate so goon to 
overtake him. but it is certainly a queer coinoi- 
dence that he should hav written on the flr leaf 
of acopy of Thomas Paine's “ Age of Reason,” 
which he had with him in his stateroom, " If 
I go down with this boat to-night, I should be 
ashamed to hav thia book found with me, were 
it not that I read it to refute its doctrins.” The 
number of preachers who acquaint themselves 
at first hand with the views of the men against 
whom they thunder from the pulpit is not 80 
large that any of them can well be spared ; the 
knowledge of the use to which he put his last 
hours will highten the regret that the Rev. Mr. 
Lockwood was not rescued in time.—Sun, It 
that reverend gentleman did nothing worse in 
his life than read Paine's "Age of Reason,” 
God ought notto hav drowned him in that un- 
ceremonious manner wl:hout notice or warn- 
ing. If he was able to answer Mr. Paine, he 
could do what no other bishop or clergyman 
has ever done, and God would well hav spared 
hio. on that accoun’. 


Tz following is a letter copied from Truth, 
written by one of its correspondents : You are 
all wrong. for the reason that you do not think 
as I do and do not bellevein my religion. Now, 
I giv fair warning that unless you come over 
to my side of the theological fleld of disputa- 
tion. I shall not pay down my cent every morn- 
ing, ike a Httle man, any longer. I ‘do not 
think I ought to contribute toward the support 
of a man who thinks he has aright to think 
otherwise thanIthink. If, on the other hand, 
you subscribe to my ar'ic!es of faith and doc- 
trinal tenete, I will continue to read yotr other- 
wise exc-llont newspaper. I believe in d: ing 
the right thing—if you know hcw. J belteve 
there is an Omnipotent power whi:h don't 
bo:ber much abour, us, whether g od, bad, or 
indifferent. I shouldo’t wcnder if there wil! bə 
something better doled out to us after we hav 
left this queer old concern of & world, pro- 
vided we deserve something better, or not: or, 
if so, then.sometbing worse. I believe that 
after having made us just 80, the Omnipotent 
power aforesaid will not be too “hard on us” 
tor doing that which we couldn't help doing, 
because he made us so. I don't believe it was 
necessary for the said Omnipotent rower to 
hav subjected his "only begotten Bon" to the 
shameful and cruel treatment the latter re- 
ceived at the hands of the Jews for the purpose 
of “saving” others. It could bav been done 
without the perpetration of that murder, and, 
80 far, the "saving " has been only about five 
per cent of mankind. I do believe the so-called 
Christians of our day (if we areto judge them 
by their narrow-minded uncharitableness) 
would treat that same Jesus, if he could come 
again, just about as roughly as the Jews treated 
him in the days of Herod, if the police didn’t 
protect bim, or the authorities put him ina 
lunatic asylum for preaching his grand doc- 
trins and endeavoring to inculcate into the 
etony hearts of the multitude his noble princl- 
ples. Do our Christian. ladies say to their un- 
fortunate sisters, ''Go thou and ein no more"? 
Very seldom. if ever. Do our latter-day, self- 
satisfied saints of the church of the holy horror 
treat & falien sister kalf as well as they treat a 
horse? I do not believe that blind faith and 
wide-awake evil deeds will insure & passage 
beyond and inside the " golden gates.” Peter 
will hav somethingto say about that. Nor do I 
belteve that the way to heaven 1s through the 
average church door, through which the 
gaudily-dreesed sinners pass witn sanctimoni- 
ous manners and elongated visage on Sundays, 
after having spent six days in the service of the 
devil. If the etitor of Truth believes all this, 
and don’t believe that which Ido not believe, 
and more besides, I shall ignore the existence 
of his paper and cut down his income at least 
One penny per diem."—COLONEL, 
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Events of the Week. 


Kinsey, Kansas, had a $15,0°0 fire on Sunday 
last. ; 
LOUISVILLE, Ky., suffered & $100,000 fire on 

the 9ih, 
A OlviL war has broken out in the Argentine 


Republic. 
THE R-v.8. W. Folger committed suicide at 


Delhi, Ontario. on the 2:b. 


Four cattle thieves were lynched in Brown À 


county, Texas, on the 10*h. : 


A JEALOUS mulatto out the throat of his para- 
mour in this city on the 18:h. 


A GERMAN Rt Reading, Pa., has just become 
the father of his forty-first child. 


A JxzsEY Orry policeman recently committed 
pulcide through grief over the loss of bis wife. 


JupcE Moznnis, of Baylos county, Texas, was 
shot dead in the court house at Seymour on 
the 10th. 

Ex SENATOR BAYARD, father of the present 
senator, of Delaware, died at Wilmington on 
the 18th. 

Tug French government hes given strict 
orders to enforce the recent decrees against the 
Jesuits. 

A WIFE-MURDERER was hanged at Houston, 
Texas, cn the i1 h. Hetook the Eplscopal road 
for heaven. 


Tar pest ealled the army worm is moving 
eastward; he is now dostroying the crops along 
the shore of Connecticut, 


Five spurious colleges, which granted medi- 
eal diplomas without examination, hav been 
suppressed in Philadelphi. 


Tue Secretary ofthe Treasury bas just made 
a report showing that the cost of the war of the 
rebellion, fc. m July 1, 1861, to June 3), 1879, was 
$6.187,243,985. j 

Tur Firet Nitional Bank of Newark,NJ.sus- 
pended payment on the 11.h, The cashier and 
between two and three hundred thousand dols 
lars aro mlesit g. 

Tre Greenback- Labor 0 snvention at Chicago 
nom{uated General J B. Weaver for the Presi- 
denev, and General E. J. Caamborg, of "exis, 
for Vice: Piesident, 


A GENTLEMAN of this cliy, who was to hav 
been married a few days ago, committed sui- 
cide on his wedding day atthe hour appointed 
for the marriage ceremony. No cause is known 
for the act. 


AN American schooner was recently fired 
into and boarded by a Spanish man-of-war 
near the Ouban coast. The Spaniards suspected 
her of carrying supplies to the revolutioniets 
in Cuba, though she was only a harmless fruit 
trader. 

A 5,000 barrel tank at Tituaville, Pa.. burnt on 
the 12tb. Betting fire to the lower part of the 
city, The day before a 20.050 barrel tank was 
struck by lightniag. The oil took fire, ani] the 
flames communicated to another tank of the 
same siz?. The burning oll overflowed and ran 
down the hillside into Oi] Oreck, consuming 
everything in its course. 


A WHIRLWIND swept through Pattawattomle 
county, Lows. onthe 9h, The track of the tor- 
nado was half a mile wide. Farm houses and 
barns were demolished.some of them being 
carried bodily several hundred feet and then 
dashed to pieces on the ground. Nota bouse 
was leít standing in the track of the storm. 
Twenty persons are reported dead or missing. 


Av midnight on Friday, 13ih, two large steam- 
boats of the Stonington line, between Boston 
and this port, collided on Long Island Sound 
ina dense fog. The Narragansett, baving 200 
passengers aboard. filied immediately and 
sunk in shallow water, leaving her upper decks 
above water, but she immediately took fire and 
was burnt to the water’s edge in an hour. 
The number of lives lost is variously estimated 
at from twenty to Afty. Two passengers, in the 
excitement incident to the collision and fire, 
blew their brains ont with their pistols. The 
survivors of the wreck were picked up by the 
other boat, the Stonington, and the steamer 
City of New York, which chanced to pass at the 
time. 
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(From the Evolution.] s 
A Recovered Gospel. | 


BY MONCURE D, CONWAY, 


It is a significant commentary upon the clamorous 
eagerness of churches to reach the fountáin-head of 
Christian faith that one of the earliest narrativs 
relating to Christ has not only been left out of the 
canon but negleoted for fifteen centuries, ànd left 
to be put together in our own time, and for the first 
time fully treated by a librarian of London. 

The “Gospel according to the Hebrews” was 
written in Aramaic, the language of Palestine in the 
time of Jesus. It was current among the Ebionites 
and Nazarenes very early in our era. Papias related 
a story found in it ; Irenæus was clearly acquainted 
with the fact of its general use among the Pales- 
tinian believers ; and there can be thus no doubt 
that it was known in the first half of the second 
century. The same cannot be said with equal cer- 
tainty of either of the. canonical gospels. It was 
referred to in terms inconsistent with any suspicion 
of ungenuinness by Hegesippus, Clement of Alex- 
andria, Origen, Eusebius, Epiphanius, and Theo- 
doret, often as “scripture,” and Jerome quotes it 
thirteen times. 

Why then was it left out of the canon? Perhaps 
the opening sentence of this gospel may suggest a 
reason : “ There was a certain man, by name Jesus, 
and he.of about thirty years, who chose us out.” 
To say it was Ebionite is to indicate its unsophisti- 
cated views of Christ’s nature. It contained no 
intimation that Jesus was born differently from 
others, Its “simplicity was fatal to it. There is 
no Mariolatry in it, and few even of the germs of 
Christian mythology. If in Sanskrit a work simi- 
larly free from famous Hindoo myths and legends 
were found, it would be at once recognized as either 
the forgery of a modern scholar or a very primitiv 
scripture. If early documents concerning Christ are 
to be judged by ordinary rules of criticism, it must 
be admitted that a work which possesses fair claims 

_to be considered the very earliest writing concerning 
Jesus has been omitted from the Newj Testament, 
and allowed little or no influence in the formation of 
Christian dogma and tradition. 

Omitted from the canon, it was suffered to go to 
pieces. The fragments found here and there among 
the fathers, cited in support of some forming theory of 
the early church, more or less resemble bits of Mat- 

‘thew. So there arose, and was given out, an assump- 
tion that this work was only an Aramaic translation of 
Matthew ; and this notion, certainly untrae, has pre- 
vailed long enough to cause even Dr. Davidson to 
pass it by as a “recension of Matthew.” 

The reader must be referred to Mr. Nicholson’s 
valuable work: for the facts relating to the Thirty 


Fragments of this gospel. It is to be regretted 


that this scholar has not gone into the question why 
a gospel, whose independent origin and whose prim- 
itiv character he proves, was omitted from the 
canon. But my own theory, suggested above, will 
hardly be deemed an uncharitable assumption by 
those who examin fairly the substance of this 
recovered gospel. -~ 

The only writings in the New Testament which 
all scholars agree in referring to the first century of 

‘our era are Pauls epistles. Now, in these 'épistles 
the only event of an unquestionably miraculous kind 
mentioned is the resurrection of Christ. Paul says 
(1 Cor. xv, 9 that after his death Jesus appeared 
to James, Nowhere else in the Bible is this appear- 
ance of Jesus to his brother mentioned. But it is 
given very particularly in this omitted gospel, and 
isa notable incident. It is said : “And when the 
Lord had given his linen cloth to the servant of the 
por he went to James and appeared to him.. For 

ames had sworn that he would not eat bread from 
that hour wherein he had drunk the cup of tħe Lord 
until he saw him rising again from the dead. . .. 
Bring a table and bread. . [And?] he took 
up the bread and blessed and broke, and aiterwards 
gave to James the Just, and said unto him, M 
brother, eat, for the Son of Man is risen from them 
that sleep." . , 

Now, this incident is remarkable in several ways. 
It shows that Paul, writing in the first century, bad 
at least a germ of this legend in his mind ; obvi- 
ously also the writers of the four gospels had their 
reasons for omitting it. What could these hav 
been ? 

After the death of Jesus there had arisen a ten- 
dency among the common people in Judea to put his 
elder brother James in his place, and ascribe mira- 
cles to him. That would hav made Jerusalem, not 
Rome, the capital of Christianity. Hegesippus, a. 
Christianized Jew, early in the second century, 
declares that James was regarded by the followers 
of Christ as their bishop. In the Talmud there is 
a Story that when Rabbi Eliezer was bitten by a ser- 
pent, James came to heal him in the name of Jesus ; 
but another, Rabbi Ismael, demanded James’s au- 
thority to heal, and before the authority could be 
produced Eliezer died. This shows that James was 

-an important character in Jerusalem. And this 
accords with the tradition that he (James) was the 
object of a serious persecution; he was thrown 


were called Christ’s brothers by objectors to him 


‘that reignost forever.” 


` | from. the pinnacle of. the temple, and being not yet! 


dead was assaulted with stones and finally dispatched 
by a blow on the head from a fuller's pole. . ! 

Paul (Gal. i, 19) claims it as a credential that he 
was personally acquainted with Christ’s brother 
James. He was generally called James the Just for 
his virtues; Now all this meant not only the 
supremacy of Judea aver the West, but the gather- 
ing together of a party under another leadership. 
than that of Peter. This fear of James appears 
incidentally in the New Testament. James, who 


had remained in Jerusalem, had preserved the Jew-' 


ish ideas of the necessity of circumcision, and of 
not eating with Gentiles. Paul says he was a “ pil-, 
lar” (of the church), and gave him (Paul) the right 
hand of fellowship that he should go to the heathen, ' 
while he (James) attended the Jews—only caution- ; 
ing Paul to be mindful of the poor (Ebionites ?—the 
word means poor). "me 

When some of James's Jewish friends came to 
Antioch, they found Peter eating with Gentiles. 
Whereupon Peter was afraid and withdrew from the 
Gentiles altogether. Other Jews, says Paul, dis- 
semble likewise, even Barnabas his companion. Then 
it was that Paul withstood Peter to his face. Paul 
was not only braver than they, but knew more of 
James's spirit, which surnamed him the Just. So 
he rebuked Peter because he was to blame. The 
statement is in his letter to the Galatians, and it 
confirms the view that Peter was the competitor of 
James for leadership of the Jewish party—those 
who wished to compel the Gentiles to fulfil Jewish 
ordinances. Peter conquered at last, but it was only 
after his vision of the unclean animals included 
with the clean—Gentiles with Jews. What pre- 
vailed was Peter’s name with Paul’s principles. 
And when there had been invented an impossible 
saying of Christ, that Peter was the rock on which 
his church was founded—a text aimed at both James 
and Paul—it became necessary to drop all the tradi- 
tions which seemed to honor Christ’s brother James 
—especially one which showed him selected for the 
one last communion. i . 

That was one reason, probably, why this story was 
omitted from the four gospels. Another reason was 
that when about the middle of the second century 
there arose the legend about Mary and the miracu- 
lous conception, there was a disposition to suppress, 
as far as possible, the fact that Mary had other 
children besides Jesus. The doctrin of Mary’s 
perpetual virginity naturally followed the theory 
that she was the spouse of God. The dogma of 
* perpetual virginity " had its martyrs, in tradition, 
if not in fzot. 

St. Basil says that “Zechary was slain by the 
Jews between the porch and the altar," for saying 
Mary was a virgin after as well as before the birth 
of Christ. The fathers contended that those who 


(Matt. xiii) were only his cousins. Asceticism was 
already involved. If the celibacy of priests found 
support in Christ’s not having married, the first nun- 
neries might find a strong foundation im the doc- 
trin that his mother was, and remained, virtually a 
nun. This sophistry had already begun when the 
canonical gospels were written, and they could not 
admit such a strong point against it as Jesus’ special 
appearance to his brother James, and addressing him 
as his brother. 

Another important sentence, bearing upon the 


fame point, in this recovered gospel, is one in which 
Jesus speaks of the Holy Spirit as his mother. * Just 
now, my mother, the Holy Spirit took me by one of 
my hairs and bore me up on to the great mountain 
Tabor.” . 

The Holy Spirit is feminin in Hebrew (Ruba), 
but it became neuter in Greek, and masculin in 
Latin. The singular sentence just quoted becomes 
far less eccentric when taken in connection with the 
account given in this gospel of Christ's baptism: 
* Behold the mother of the Lord and his brethren 
said to him, *John the Baptist baptizeth for remis- 


y|sion of sins; let us go and be baptized by him. 


But he said to them, * Wherein hav I sinned that I 
should go and be baptized by him? Except per- 
chance this very thing that l hav said is ignor- 
ance. ? 

Here, let me say in passing, is a sentence which 
one feels to.hav come straight from the heart of a 
real youth, and I believe Jesus said it. A great 
revival was going on : J'esus doubts. 

The story goes on to say that despite this ques- 
tion, which was not answered, they went and were 
baptized of John. After his baptism, “as he went 
up [4 e, out of the water], the heavens were 
opened, and he saw the Holy Spirit in the shape of 
a dove descending and entering into him. Anda 
voice out of the heavens, saying, ‘Thou art my 
beloved son, and in thee I am well pleased ; and 
again, ‘I hav this day begotten thee.’ And straight- 
way a great light shone around the place. And 
when John eaw it he saith to him, * Who art thou ? ? 
Further on it is said that the Spirit also spake and 


said, * My son, in all the prophets did I await thee, 
that thou mightest come, and I might rest in thee ; 


For thou art my rest; thou art my first-born son 


Isubmit that we probably hav here the germ out of 
which grew the entire legend of the miraculous birth 
of Christ. The voice from heaven says at the bap- 
tism, “ This day hav I begotten thee.” In no other 
account is that found. When that was written it 
could not hav been believed that this divine pater- 
nity dated back to a physical event thirty years 
before. The story. was not yet completed in the 
middle of the second century when we find Clement 
of Alexandria (Stromateis) saying that some people 
in his time were maintaining that Mary was a vir- 
gin, an-opinion which he condemns. There is a pas- 
sage in Justin Martyr about the same fime, in which 
he says he does not agree with those who think 
Christ “sprung as a man from men," So we 
can see that the controversy was going on; but 
that, one hundred and fifty years after the birth of 
Christ, nobody has any such story as that “with 
which two gospels now open. 

The idea of Paul was that baptism was the crea- 
tion of a new man. This Gospel of the Hebrews 
records that doctrin as expanded into a narrativ 
that it was at baptism that the Holy Ghost descend- 
ed and entered Christ, not rested upon him but 
entered into him, there engendering a new and 
divine nature. 

When, in obedience to the Hellenic idea of the 
birth of heroes and demigods from humam mothers 
by divine fathers, the Jewish idea of a baptismal 
new birth had been overlaid with myths concerning 
Mary and the holy babe, we find in that poetic 
legend a correspondence with this on the baptism. 
Thus, Jesus asks, * Wherein hav I sinned, that I 
should be baptized? except perchance this very 
thing that I hav said is ignorance.” 

In the legend of Mary this doubt of Christ's sin- 
lessness becomes Joseph's doubt of his wife's siu- 
lessness. The Holy Ghost overshadowing Jesus at 
the baptism is the same that overshadows Mary, to 
whom is now transferred the title he had applied to 
the Holy Spirit, ** My mother.” 

The great light which shines over the baptism (nct 
mentioned in the other gospels) becomes the glory 
that shone around the watching shepherds, and clse- 
where the star of Bethlehem. ‘The voice from 
heaven, “ Thou art my beloved son ; this day hav I 
begotten thee," becomes in the birth-legend the 
angels saying, “ That holy thing which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of God.” And the 
heavenly choir sang “ Unto you is born this day a 
Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” This day it is at 
birth against this day at the baptism ; it cannot hav 
been both, but they may be versions of the same 
thing.. And finally, the address which, on this ver- 
sion of the baptism, is made by the Holy Ghost to 
Jesus; “In all the prophets did I await thee ; thou 
art.my rest, my first-born son that reignest forever,” 
corresponds with the ecstatic utterance of Simeon at 
Christ’s circumcision. Simeon came by the Spirit 
intosthe temple and said, among other things, “ Mine. 
eyes hav seen thy salvation which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people; a light te lighten the 
Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel.” The 
incarnation is the physical counterpart of the bap- 
tism. The phrases for baptism used by Paul, “the 
washing of water ;" * the washing of regeneration," 
in the original signify the bridal bath and tlie bath 
of birth ; they are the old Jewish purifications of 
the bride before marriage, aud of the babe; and 
among Jews, whose Levitical law provided those 
turtle-doves which Mary sacriticed, such expressions 
by Paul would point the way to that development of 
the baptismal birth and dove to a physical birth and 
the doves of purification. 

The account of Mary and the miraculous birth is 
only half developed in the New Testament. It is 
not in harmony with itself, much less with other 
statements in the gospels. Mary says to Christ, 
“ Thy father and I hav sought thee," as if Joseph 
were his father: Mary does not appear to hav had 
so much knowledge as our thelogians now hav as to 
who was her son's father. Again, even though the 
real father of her child had announced himself as 
divine, Mary makes the usual sacrifice of purifica- 
tion in the temple. , Furthermore, though Jesus was 
a family miracle, one gospel says his brothers did 
not believe in him. 

In what has been previously said concerning 
James the Just, the testimony of the “ Gospel as- 
cording to the Hebrews,” concerning the resuryec- 
tion of Jesus has been partly anticipated. This was 
uccessary in order that the reader might perceive at 
once an important connection of tho fragment with 
the apostolic age, and also because it was of impor- 
tance for consideration of the legend concerning 
Mary. But these fragments hav a momentous word 
to speak concerning the alleged appearance of Jesus 
to others than his brother James after death. Tho 
story in the fourth gospel, that he particularly asked 
doubting Thomas to feel his wounds and make sure 
that it was his very self, appears there to hav been 
a mere formality. It was not to satisfy a doubt 
really remaining ; it is not even said that Thomas, 
when invited, touched the wounds ; he only cried, 
“My Lord and my God," and received his rebuke, 
* Because thou hast seen thou hast believed ; blessed 


‘ave they that hav not seen and yet hav believed," 
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This account in John would seem to hav been 
written and pointed against the natural skepticism 
of people in Greece and Rome, who had to take the 
miracles on hearsay evidence. But in this gospel 
Thomas is not specified at all. Jesus is here said to hay 
invited al his disciples to approach and handle him, 
and assure themselves that he was not a specter or a 
demon (daimonion). 
thus changed. It becomes one of the several stories 
relating to Christ’s supposed reappearance after 
death, which suggests that it was an altered body. 
Mary does not recognize him, supposes him to be 
the gardener. When presently, according to John, 
he stood among his disciples, and said, “Peace be 
unto you,” he showed them his hands and his side, 
` And then only the disciples rejoiced. The exhibi- 
tion appears to hav been needed. Luke relates that 
Jesus walked with two of his disciples to Emmaus ; 
that they did not know him, and asked him if he was 
a stranger in Jerusalem ; and it was only late in the 
evening when he was eating with them that they 
knew him, when he vanished out of their sight. 
Matthew says that when the eleven saw him they 


worshiped him; but some doubted. And Mark, 
says that he appeared to two of his friends in al 


form different from that in which he made his first 
appearance to Mary Magdalene. 

This recovered gospel therefore adds to the evi- 
dence found in the others that the disciples did not 
recognize in the man who declared himself the risen 
Jesus him whom they had seen laid in the tomb. 
According to Mark, in the very last words uttered 
by Jesus before he was received up into heaven, 


The spirit of the legend is! 


| ancient gods were well pleased in the family occu- 
pyi»g the throne of Odin, But the German empire 
is not the only one which supports the dignity of a 
supernatural being in its livery. While the requiem 
, was going on in Paris for the late Prince Louis 
‘Napoleon, Bonapartist eyes beheld a white dove 
descending over the church. Where did that white 
.dove come from? From the ancient Christian 
heavens. It was the very-same dove that descended 
upon the baptized Christ. Whenever an ancient 
hereditary line was broken, whenever the founder 
of a new order appeared, he was a pretender unless 
heaven approved and gave some sign that the new 
man was its beloved son, in whom it was well pleased, 
and who must rule over kings. Mohammed is said 
to hav had a dove perching on his shoulder. When 
Clovis became a Christian and founded the French 
| empire, a white dove flew into the Rheims Cathe- 
dral, bringing the chrism in its beak. When Char- 
‘lemagne founded the. German empire a dove was 
mounted on his scepter. Because perhaps of its 
marvelous eye and power as a carrier, which made 
it seem competent to bea messenger between heaven 
and earth, the pigeon or dove symbolized the 
bringer of the divine verdict, the all-seeing Holy 
Ghost, the proconsul of heaven, from whose deci- 
sions there was no appeal. White doves were seen 
with pious eyes bearing the soul of Louis of Thurin- 
gia to heaven. When a French monarch was con- 
secrated, it was the custom to let loose white 
pigeons in.the church. And the scepter, with a dove 
designed on it, is borne by a duke before English 
monarchs at consecration. All these are descend- 


* he upbraided them for their unbelief and hardness 
of heart, because they believed not them which had, 
seen him after he was risen.” | 
This degree of skepticism among the very wit- 
nesses called to support the notion of a resurrection, 
this testimony of theirs that they could not recog- 
nize the thing without being scolded into it, shows! 
ihe evidence of that resurrection to be the very flim- 
siest ever. offered to the common sense of mankind. 
At the same time the accounts are not to be cred- 
ited with exceptional candor in'these statements, 
They were meant to render the story more realistic. 
Indeed this story of the resurrection—interesting as 
the only one that had grown up in the apostolic 
age, the foundation of all the’ others— discloses its 
. primitiv character in the ghostly form ascribed to 
the risen Jesus. Here are revealed the elements at 
work to shape the Christ of Christendom. It was a 
part of the universal idea of Hades that if any one 
ate any food there, he or she belonged there forever. 
That was why Persephone could not return; she had 
eaten the seed of a pomegranate. Alcestis was 
seized by Herakles before she had been in the under- 
world long enough to eat, but when Alcestis came 
out her husband could not recognize her. Whether 
the original notion was that such as returned from 
Hades were thin from long fasting there, or what- 
ever the idea, it was in accordance with the mythol- 
ogy of the time that the risen body should be 


ants of that dove which brought the verdict of 
heaven’ upon: Christ. and proclaimed him the first- 
born of God and monarch of the world. The eyes 
of faith see what they hav a mind to see. 

No less familiar are the pathetic human facts 
which underlie the myth of the. resurrection. Ina 
yemarkable article written by one of the finest 
scholars and poets of our time, Mr. W. M. W. Call, 
on the “Nero:Saga” . (Theol. Review, June, 1871), 
the large class of myths which represent . certain 
heroes as never having died, but as sleeping in en- 
chanted caves or vales, from which'they are destined 
to return, is traced. Such myths hav invested bet- 
ter men move commonly than Nero—Havold, Arthur, 
Barbarossa, Charles the Bold, the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, Napoleon. They are traceable back to St. 
John sleeping in a cave near Ephesus, to the Seven 
' Sleepers (sometimes issuing forth as the Seven 
Champions of Christendom), and even farther back 
to Jami, king of the Golden Age of Persia. ‘The 
tendency,” says Mr. Call, “ to disbelieve the unpalat- 
able fact, and to take refuge from the menancing 
grasp of a hateful reality in some dazzling dream of 
impossibility, the daring alternativ to an annihilat- 
ing despair, reappears in all ages and in all countries, 
The Aztec race hope for the return of their good 
deity to the earth, which his presence once made a 
paradise, and long for the restoration of the golden 
age. Even in our prosaic world, the skeptical poet 
Beranger did momentary homage to this superstition 


shadowy. If Jesus had not been so described the 
skepticism would hav been greater—every one would 
hav been certain he had never died at all. 

Though we regard these legends as not only 
intrinsically incredible but as self-destructiv in 
statement, we are brought face to face with the 
psychological fact of their existence. Penetrating 
these myths, we come to our.own nature, I ask 
myself, “Why did I mask myself, seventeen centu- 
ries ago, in such a complex web of impossible 
notions ?" And then when I come back with these 
earliest fragments concerning Christ’s person, which 
simplify the Christian legend, it is only to find the 
same human nature still disguising itself wherever 
any powerful religious or social interest or enthusi- 
asm is at work. 

The great historic workmen hav always repudi- 
ated. supernatural authentication. Mohammed, 
asked for a miracle, pointed to the rising moon. 
Jesus cried, almost angrily, * A wicked and sensual 
generation seeketh after a sign,” and he asked men 
to come and share the yoke of a poor and lowly 
man; but they refashioned him into a divus Cesar, 
a divinely-empowered emperor, and from then till 
now hav made him the mask of all irresponsible 
power. Christianity is the soul of all imperialism. 
It cannot co-exist long with popular and constitu- 
tional government. It is always open for heaven to 
make a coup d'etat. 

Not loug ago, when the little Prince Waldemar 
died at Berlin, it was reported that some soldiers on 
night-watch saw the White Lady. The White Lady 
is the survival of the Teutonic goddess Frigga, wife 
of the god Odin. Once the pagan Madonna, guar- 
dian of all German households, she was retained as 
the special guardian ef holy German emperors, I 
believe she never appeared so long as the present 
monarch was only a kiug. When the Prince of 
Wales was supposed to be dying, the telegraph 
flashed through the country the voice of a banshee, 
but it was only the howling of an humble watch- 
dog all night near Sandringham. Imperialism must 
hav a grander psychopomp. In Germany it. has 
brought back the most ancient symbols and fables, 
aud especially that ome which indicated that the 


of the heart, when, mourning over the dead Napo- 
leon, he exclaimed, ‘Ii n'est pas mort : God! I can 
scarce believe thee without him !’ This is the nine- 
teenth century echo of Paul’s cry, ‘If Christ be not 
risen, then of all men we are the most miserable.’ ” 

But the steadfast evolution of humanity, morally 
and politically, has gradually brought on another 
state of mind. Our race has learned how much 
stronger are the ever new needs and desires of man 
than the will or the genius of any leader. Sacerdo- 
talism is able to entomb the greatest soul in the 
grave of the rich, and raise it only to contradict its 
own testimony while.living. The Christmas bells 
and the Easter bells ring out their tidings of a 
heaven-sent and a risen savior over millions who 
must still ask, without answer, “ What shall. we do 
to be saved from misery, crime, and despair ?” 

The whole theory of authority and of imperial lead- 
ership, whether spiritual or political, is doomed. 
If any will be great, let him serve. The hope of 
healthy human development, as I believe, lies. in 
educating the people entirely out of the theory of 
supernaturalism. All this array of celestial saints, 
angels, signs, and symbols, has succeeded to a pre- 
vious heaven of astrological and mythological forms, 
which are now the mere names of constellations. 
The angels and Madonnas must become as extinct 
as Arcturus and Virgo. The white doves must be 
lost among the Pleiades. Only when human eyes 
hav ceased to look for signs from heaven will they 
observe the signs of the times and the monitions of 
éarth. When men see the credentials of a man in 
his wisdom and his fidelity—when the only omens of 
a Statesman are his statesmanship and his real ser- 
vice to mankind—then we may hope for an evolu- 
tion of society based upon the actual needs of man 
in the present, and be freed from an evolution based 
upon unrealities, securing only a survival of the 
priesteraft and statecraft which build their selfish 
power on prostrate truth and crushed humanity. 


Mas. H. S. LAKE spoke at Tama, Iowa, on the Ist, 2d, 


and 8d; and at Manchester on the Gth, 7th, and Bih, ` Bhe 


bad large gudieucey of interested listencra, ^ 


Anthony Comstock and the Suppression of 
* Nana.” 


Early in the spring of 1877 a large public meeeting was 
held in Philadelphia for the purpose of forming a Bociety 
for the Suppression of Vice, similar to the one that hag, 
within the past year, attracted so much attention in New 
York city in connection with the imprisonment of D. M, 
Bennett, the editor of Tug TRUTH SEEKER. According to 
the accounts in the newspapers at that time, the meeting 
was largely attended, and some of the most prominent and 
influential citizens were present. John “Welsh was made 
president, and a number. of the God-in the-Constitution 
party came over from New York, that modern Sodom and 
Gomorrah, along with Mr. Samuel Colgate, President of 
the New York society, and Anthony Comstock, its agent, to 
lend their enthusiasm to the occasion, and giv the meeting a ` 
good send-off. The New Yorkers and Philadelphians made 
speeches, and a committee was appointed to block out an - 
organization, apply for a charter, etc. 

Bince that time the child that looked so promising has 
not been out of its cradle, and has been more silent than Mr. 
Comstock’s victims who were shut up in prison for no 
crimes whatever. After thecharter was procured, no work 
of any practical importance appears to hav been entered 
upon, and for the good of society, and the honor of the men 
in Philadelphia whose names appeared so prominently con- 
nected with the meeting, we hops it may ever remain silent 
and icle, unless it pursues a more honorable and humani- 
tarian course than its New York predecessor. 

Every honorable and worthy citizen certainly desires all 
proper and just means to be used in preventing vice and 
crime with their brazen faces, but when good and honest - 
men and women are arrested, condemned, and imprisoned 
for teaching the masses bow to ayoid these evils, while the 
dens of vice and crime, in the shape of liquor and beer 
saloons, houses of illfame, and tobacco shops deal out 
their vile wares, and trade in sorrow and damnation, under 
the very shadow of the churches, without any efficient 
measures being taken by their owners to stop it, I think 
it quite time to call a halt, and take a dispassionate view of 
this Christian mode of suppressing vice, 

This meeting of over two years ago came up in my mind 
on reading in the leading papers in New York, Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore, and other cilies, that this man Anthony 
Comstock was trying to suppress the sale of Emile Zola's 
popular novel ''Nang," which has been translated into 
English by John Stirling, and is published by T. B. Peter- 
son & Bro’s,, of Philadelphia. M. Zola’a books hav been 
for some months quite familiar with the reading public in 
this country, and their nature is pretty well understood, and 
the natural conclusions a sensible person arrives at are that 
the people themeelves are quite as good judges of what is 
best for them to read as this man Anthony Comstock is to 
judge fur them. A man who could make euch a nonsensi- 
c1] fuss aud stupid dolt of himself over Makart’s picture of 
Charles V., one must conclude is a very poor authority to 
say what the people of these United States shall or shall 
not read. . i 

Z»la's books hav become very popular in France, and Mr, 
Comstock is doing the very thing to make them so hero, 
even if they were not before. 

Had I not been somewhat familiar with Mr. Comstock’s 
mode of forcing his m-rality oa the public, I should hav 
thought this last venture of his was an advertising trick of 
the publishers to get ‘‘ Nana" before the pub'ic. Had such 
a thought fcr a moment entered my mind, it vaolshed after 
having an interview with the gentlemanly publishers the 
other day. The book in question is a sequel to *' L'Assom- 
moir,” the circulation of which was very large. Now, as to 
the morality of “Nana,” a celebrated critic in New York 
says : ‘‘In my ¢pinion itis decidedly moral in its tendency, 
and no one can read it without haviog a decided aversion to 
the beroin, her associates, and supporters, It is a picture 
of vice, shorn of all allurements, and without, so far as my 
memory serves, One single item that excites a lascivious 
thought.” The Baltimore American, a very conservativ 
paper, says: “In making his raid upon it ['* Nans ”] Mr. 
Comstock is a great deal more zealous than discreet. . 
The effect of his endeavor to auppress the circulation of 
‘Nana’ in New York will, of course, add greatly to its 
notoriety, and excite a desire on the part of thousands t» 
get hold of it, who would 6therwise not hav thought of 
it. » 5 

This is exactly what it has done. The sales within the 
last week hav iucreased by thcusands, aud its success hag 
been so great that the Petersons hav concluded to issue 
another edition of “L’Assommoir,” which has also been 
largely called for in conuection with it. 

* Solomon's Song," “Nans,” and ''L'Assommoir," are 
books I never could speud much time over, but those per- 
sons Who hav a taste for them, and who desire to purchase 
them should hav the right to do so, and they should be pro- 
tected in that right. Mr. Comstock, ia desiring the sup- 
pression of ‘‘ Nana,” and saying nothing about '* Solomon'a 
Song,” shows that he isa very prejudiced man, though he 
may be ever so sincere. He seems actuated by the same 
unwise and persecuting spirit that the old monks, John 
Calvin, and the leaders of the Inquisition were possessed of. 
The church people are beginning to open their eyes to the 
wrongs of his semi-official censorship over the press and the 
morals of the community, and I hope they will soon learn 
that even Infidels aud Spiritualists hav some rights that 
Anthony should be made to respect, Jay CHAAPEL. 

Sleepy Hollow, May 29, 1880. 


W. 8. BELL lectured in Bedford, Iowa, June 11th, 12th, 
18th; in Harlan, Iowa, 15th, 16.h; will speak in Winterset, 
Iowa, 19:h, 20th; in Hume, N. Y., 27th, 28:h; in Pike, 
N. Y., 29th; in Macedon, N. Y., July lst; in Marengo, 
N. Y., July 4th, ` 7 
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Mr. Underwood Heard From. 


GRAND CENTRAL Depot, NEW Yonx, June 12, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER : In Tas TRUTH SEEKER of this 


- week there is one statement among a multitude of mistate- 


ments concerning me that I cannot restrain myself from 
characterizing now as a lie, “a lie out of whole cloth,” 
and the meanest lie ever, to my knowledge, put in circula- 
tion regarding me. I refer to the atrocious libel that I once 
made ‘‘an infamous proposition" to a woman in Waverly, 
Iowa. No woman who is not the tool of some designing 
knave will say I ever made an ‘infamous proposition ” to 
her. No man who is not devoid of character, who is not a 
party to some scheme concocted to injure me, the malicious 
nature of whose statement and the worthlessness of whose 
Character cannot be exposed, will say he ever heard me 
make an **infamous proposition " to a woman. 

No names, no date, no specifications are given, and thus I 
«m shot at from ambush, stabbed: by sssassins who are con- 


- Cealed in the darkness. You seem to be satisfied to get the 


story into circulation, hoping to injure my good name, 
regardless of the truth or the falsity of the charge. 

A few weeks ago I received a letter from lowa saying 
there was a combination in that state to “break me down,” 
and to bring another lecturer (whose name I omit) to the 
front. I paid no attention to the letter. I certainly did not 
suspect the opposition would take tts form. 

I will not attempt to conceal the fact that I feel hurt by 
this slander; but although it reveals to me the character of 
men with whom I shall hav to contend, it does not intimi- 
date me in the least. If you think the course you are pur- 
suing will change my course as a public lecturer, you will 
liv to see your mistake, The end is not yet. There is a 
point beyond which forbearance ceases to be a virtue, and 
that limit has been reached. By a repetition of your false- 
hoods you may succeed fora few weeks ‘in deceiving some 
readers of your paper, but the truth on matters concerning 
which you make statements recklessly will ultimately 
appear, and you, as well as Liberals generally, will see how 
mean and contemptible toward me has been your course. 

B. F. UNDERWOOD. 


P. S.—I wish to add in way of postscript a few lines to the 
letter of this date (12th) which I just dropped into a post-box. 
I cannot just now put my hand on THE TRUTH SEEKER of 
this week, but a friend tells me—and this agrees with my 
recollection—thst you offer me $100 for every falsehood 
concerning me that I am able to point out in the accusation 
against me in THE TRUTH SEEKER of May 15th. If that be 
true, L accept your offer, with the understanding that you 
put $1,000 in the hands of a thoroughly responsible person, 
and that the decision whether I show certain of your state- 
ments to be falshoods—meaning thereby statements that are 
contrary to the truth—be left to three persons disinterested 
and well known, one to be eelected by yourself, one by me, 
and the third to be chosen by the two thus selected. ‘It by 
the terms of this agreement I become entitled to the money, 
or any portion thereof, I will expend it at once for Fre- 
thought literature, of my own selection and purchase, to be 
gratuitously distributed, unless 1 shall gee fit to return the 
money to you, which will depend upon my opinion as to 


how far you hav been intluezced by malice in your misrep- | 


resentations. This will giv you and your readers a chance 


to see whether my faiiure to deny your repeated falsehoods ! 


and migrepresentations ig an admision of their truth or 
not. B. F. Unprnwven. 
REPLY, . 


Mr. B. F, Unprawoop, Dear Sir: I hav heard of 
physicians who objected to takirg tbeir own physic, Iam 


that my defamers are less upright, less pure, than myself. 

Ithink you are wrong in supposing that anybody wants 
to shoot at you from an ambush or that there is any combi- 
nation to break you down. That, I am inclined to think, 
is an insinuation without foundation, and somewhat char- 
acteristic of you. If there is any such combination I cer- 
tainly know nothing of it. "Your imagination in that direc- 
tion is doubtless too active. 1 am interested in all honorable 
Liberallecturers, and am not trying to pull any down to 
build another up. I am sure I hav in my paper said quite as 
much in your favor as of any lecturer in the field. lam 
very sure, however, that a combination was formed to 
break me down, and you proved this when you said to ex- 
cellent Liberals that .'' Bennett must be crushed,” and vir- 
tually said that Liberals must withdraw their sympathy and 
support from me. On no other basis than to pull me down, 
ean I account for all the cruel and unjust things you hav 
said of me. What I am now anxious for is that the Liber- 
als of the country may know my true character, how falsely 
I hav been accused, and how much more culpable my accus- 
ers are than myself. You hav charged me with great im- 
morality. I think the charge most unjust. 1 believe I hav 
led & good moral life, I am not aware that I hav wronged 
any person. I defy you to show where I hav. The only 
wrong conduct you hav pointed out on my part is the writ- 
ing of certain private letters. I av written private letters, 
and am very sure that in deing so I injured no person, vio- 
lated no law or custom. Had you busied yourself less with 
my private letters I think it would hav been much better 
for me and possibly, also, for yourself. I hav heard of 
people making out right well in the world by attending to 
theirown business and not concerning themselves unduly 
about others. The charge you hav made against me that I 
tried to corrupt and seduce a virtuous young woman is 
without the slightest foundation in truth, and no private 
letters I hav written will bear any such construction. It'is 
' a double falsehood; I hav not tried to seduce anybody, and 
the woman you alluded to was neither young nor virtuous. 
I never corrupted her a particle, nor seduced her at all. 

l can readily understand that you feel ‘‘hurt” to hav 
unpleasant things said about you, for I hav experienced the 
same paia myself. The very unkind and untruthful things 
that hav been said about me within the past year hurt me 
exceedingly; yes, worse than death. Death would hav 
‘been preferable to the slander and falsehood that were 
‘showered upon my head, and by none more than yourself. 
i Possibly it may not be amiss for you to experience a little 
| Of what you hav caused meto feela great deal of. It is 
well you are not intimidated. F.om the experience I hav 
i had, 1 would advise you to take it coolly and learn to be 


' governed by a just and truthful spirit. 


No, *' the end is not yet." That is one truthful remark 
you hav made. And, with you, I trust the Liberals of the 
country will learn which party has acted ‘‘ mean and con- 
temptible.” For every unkind and uatruthful remark I 
hav made abont you, I think I can show twenty—more un- 


1 


ánclined to think you are one of that sort of doctors, When kind and untruthful—that you hav made about me, I hav 
I was prostrate in prison, and my Christian persccutors bad ' private letters of yours now in my possession, written by 
their heels upon my neck, you seemed to thi: k it interesting | you to others withiu the last two months, in which you hav 
and innocent amusement to say of me that I was “ vulgar," said things of me very ut kind and very untruthful. These 
“a culprit,” “an aged sinner,” “immoral,” a *' deepicable ;can be seen by sny friends who wish. They were written 


character,” “a deliberate, malicious calumniator of a virtu- 
ous woman,” “unfit to represent any decent movement, or 
to associate with decent men and women;" that I had tricd 
to “corrupt and seduce a virtuous young woman,” and 
much more in the same line; but when the tables are turned 
a trifle, and [ giv you a portion of a leiter from an intelli- 
gent, upright, and responsible Western Liberal to the « ffzct 
that on & certain occasion you made '' an infamous proposi- 
tion," you at once become very indignant, aud think ir is 


_ not à pleasant kind of medicine to take. It scems to make 


you sick at your stomach. You appear to think it «ll right 
to apply all the false charges named to me, but if I giv one 
clause of a letter from an esteemed friend in which-some of 
your conduct is rather mildly censured, it is all wrong. You 
don’t like it. I presume it makes some difference with you 
whose ox is gored. I hav been gored prct!y severely. No 
mercy was shown me ; but I bcre it with as much patience 


.and grace as I was able to command, aud I recommend to 
. you the practice of the same virtues. 


I hav not said you made an infamous proposition, but 
simply quoted the words of a high-minded gentleman whose 
statements I am bound to acecpt as true. Had you done no 
worse by mel would not feel half as deeply irjured as I hav 
had occasion to feel. 

When you say I am equally satiefled to get a fa'se charge 
jn circulatlon against you as if true, you wrong me, Had 
T not reason to believe the statement true, I would not hav 
published it. I believe my informant to be a tiuthful man; 
to say the least, not inferior to yourself, Bir. Abbot, Mr. 
Bundy, or Mr. Ellis. I hav no desire to injure your gucd 
name, nor to cause you to appear one tcintilla worse than 
you are. Had you been equally considerate of my good 
name I think you would hav said far lees sgainst me than 
you hav. Right here let me repeat what I hav said before: 
It was you who began this crimination ; it was you who 
first made charges against me. I never said £n uncon pli- 
mentary word of you until you applied to me ina very pub- 
lic manner all the hard sayings and epithets cited above, 
and more too. Do not let that escape your memory. Had 


“you not flrst made false and cruel charges against me I 


should never hav said a word to your disadvantage ; but I 
am bound to act in self-defense when traduced and falsely 
charged, J claim it is perfectly legitimate for me to show 


; With a view of damaging me in the estimation of my best 
, friends, In one of these letters I counted fifteen falsehoods, 


and hav pointed them ‘out to others, If I hav written or. 


spoken one fsleehood about you, I do not know it. 

As regards the matter you allude to in your postscript, 
allow me to set you right. By your not having TRE TRUTH 
SEEKER at hand, a slight error has arisen on your part. In 
alluding to the charge of ‘‘ downright falsehood” and “a 
mean distortion of facts," I made a proposition, After 
calling upon you to point out the falsehoods I had told or 

Withdraw the calumny you had published against me, I 
said, ‘‘I hereby offer him [yoursel!] one hundred dollars 
for each falsehood he will prove I hav uttered knowingly, 
either with respect to himself {yourself} or his compeers, 
Abbot, Ellis, McNellis, Bundy, or Comstock." This offer 
I will stand by. I hav no thousand dollars to place in any- 
body's hands, but my word and ob'igstion is considered 
good in this town fora few hundred dollars atleast. It 
‘will be quite safe for you to point out five or six of the 
falsehoods you charge upon me, even without security. As I 
am short of money and can illy spare it from my business, 1 
will humor you to this extent. I will place a thousand dol- 
lars’ worth of books—many of them of your own writing— 
against $500 of your money, you to choose a man, L a man, 
and they a third. If I cannot prove that you hav told 
two falschoods to my one in reference to the matter at issue 
between us, you can hav the books to distribute as freely ag 
you please; and if J get the money, the same to be used in 
the free diesemination of Freethought literature. Possibly 
this kind of proposition will suit you nearly as well as your 
owp. In cither case the right kind of literature will meet 
with & free circulation. 

The same mail that brought me your foregoing letter and 
post cript brought also one from your attorney, Mr. John 
A. Teylor, of this city, into whose hands you placed your 
complaint against me, with instructions to bring suit 
at once. I am little surprised at your conduct in this 
matter. I would hardly be surprised at any steps you may 
decide to take. Allow me to say, moreover, that] am not 
pa:tiéularly disconcerted. I hav bad a little experience 
from Comstock, Colgate, and the Young Men’s Christiau 
Association, in the line of prosecution, and I ought not to 
be seriously frightened at anything you can do, even giving 


you credit for a will cqual to Comstock’s. Icslled to ree 
vour attorney, but was not fortunate enough to find him in, 
so I don’t know whether J am to be prosecuted criminally, 
civilly, or both. If lam convicted and sent to prison, J hope 
you may be happy, If you succeed in obtaining from me 
$20,000, I ark you to telegraph me when you get it, I think 
I can prove all I bav said. Time will tell. You say truly, 
‘The end is not yet.” : : 

Your summary action toward myself has raised a sug- 
gestion in my own mind. If you make a big bonanza, from 
me, cannot I, by way of counter-suit, return the compli- 
ment? If it is worth a few thousand dollars, more or lese, 
to say you made an infamous proposition, it may be worth 
a few dollars for you to charge that J tried to corrupt and 
seduce a Virtuous young woman ; and I may need the few 
doliars I possibly can recover from you to help pay the 
heavy verdict you may ob!ain against me, Besides, there 
are Bundy, Abbot, and the Jndex Association who hav 
slandered me so cruelly and injured me so deeply. Possi- 
bly they may be induced to help make up the damage you 
hope to recover from me. The case of Underwood versus 
Bennett will doubtless be watched with some interest, and 
will be duly reported. It possibly may cqual the case of 
Comstock versus Bennett. Allow me to say right here that 
I consider Comstock, who secured a sentence of thirteen 
months’ imprisonment against me, no more an enemy to me 
than yourself. Your conduct toward me for the past ten 
months resembles far more the treatment of Comstock, Co!- 
gate, and the Young Men’s Christian Association than that 
of James Parton, O. B. Frothingham, Elizur Wright, and 
the main Liberals of the country, 

But it is sad for two of the same Liberal faith to quarrel. 
It is sad for Liberals to fall out. It is too much like the 
Rev. Ta:mage and his brethren, and many other Similar 
cases in the church. Infidels should set a betier example to 
their less favored Christian brethren. Cannot a compr-- 
mise be effected in some way ? In view of the statement 
you hav made, that I am ''vulgar," an ‘‘old sinter,” a 
“libertine,” “an immoral man," ‘unfit to associate with 
decent men and women,” that myself and paper hav ‘little 
or no influence ;” iu view, too, of the fact that I was kind 
enough to asscciate your name with Abbot, Elis, and 
Bundy; that you charge me with trying to “corrupt and 
seduce a Virtuous young woman ; in view of all this, and 
because I published a part of a certain letter from a 
respected source—one of eeveral similar letters I hav 
received—in which were some unpleasant things about your 
distinguished relf, and especislly as I am, accordiag to your 
representation, rather below par, intellectually and morally 
—if I will ccme down meekly, without a suit, thereby 
saving you attorney's fees, if [ giv you what little I hav in 
the world, and go to prison for the remainder of my lif, 
won't you let me off ? It you thirk favorably of this prop- 
osition, please Coramunicate with John A. Taylor, Esq., 
your attorney. If something less will answer, will you 
kindly stipulate it? If you condescend to let me off with 
anything leas than‘my life and my scanty «ffscts, I will 
cheerfully report your magnanimity. D. M. Bannarr. 


————— 9 M————— —— 


Two Statements. 


To THE EDITOR oF Tne TRUTH SEEKER, Sir. I want 
you to publish the following statements : 

On Monday afvernoon, Jure 7.h, by accident I met B F, 
Underwood in Boston. We had quite a talk about matters, 
especially in regard to my writing to Toe TRUTH SsEkrR 
that he was present at a meetirg at Sivage’s, and there di- 
cided to publish those l.ttera of yours. 

I requested that we call upon Mr. Savage aud hear bis 
statement of the matter, and here it is. Says Mr. Savage, 
in the presence of Mr. Underwood and myself ; 

“I never told you that there was a meeting at my houso 
at which Mr. Bilis, Uaderw»;od, and myself were present, 
and that it was decided there at that meeting to publish Mr. 
Bennett’s letters. You came in one morning and asked : 
t Hav you seen those letters of Bzunett’s ? I think Mr. Ellis 
or Abbot has brought them out,’ -I neither afi:med nor 
denied. You said, ‘ Fur God's sake, if you hav any power 
over Elis you must stop him, or Mr. Seaver, who-has dam- 
aging evidence against him, will publish it? I said Elis 
don’t care what Mendum publishes. I then icquired why 
you try to defend those men, Mendum and Seaver, if you 
are au honest man? And you replied, ‘I am not au honest 
man.’ I said, M: Underwood kaows those men are 
crooked. I then mentioned that Uaderwood stopped all 
night with me, but I hav no evidence that Underwood ever 
read Mr. Bennett's lettera at my house, at any date, nor 
did he hav anything to do with deciding that those letters 
should be published. It was decided to publish those letters 
weeks before Ucderwoed was at my house. Tais is a cor- 
rect statement cf my remarks to Mr. Verity. 

“THE DORE L. Savage.” 


e 

The above statement was made by Mr. T. L. Savage in 
the presence of Mc. Underwood and myself. And now, 
Mr. Bennett, you will see that either T. L. Savage or J B, 
Verity is an infamous liar. And I here and solemnly repeat 
that if I ever told a truth in my whole life, I told one when 
I said that T. L. Savage said to me that there had teen a 
meeting at his house, at which meeting Mr. Ellis, Under- 
wood, and himself had decidcd t» publish Mr. Bennett's 
letters. I told Savage that he knew he was lying when.he 
denied it. 

In reply to his statement that I said, ‘‘ Savage, for God'a 
sake, stop Ellis from publishing letters against Mendum avd 


Seaver !" I declare that I never said one word on tnat sub- 


ject, That is all his from beginning to end, 
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And lastly, in reply to my saying that I was not an honest by peopling it with better beings. It would plant the pro- 


man: That was spoken at another time, when Ellis and 
Savage met me one day on School street in Boston, AndI 
said then, as I hav always said, that [ was not an honest 
man. Yet all through my life I hav tried to be an honest 
man. But my conscience has always seemed better than 
my performance. Let me giv you a few examples of my 
shortcomings: Forty. years ago I joined a temperance 
society, and then I Joined a co-operativ society. I promised 
to discountenance drinking. The members of the co-ope- 
ratiy society believed in drinking, and insisted on selling 
malt, and so I encouraged drinking by selling^malt for the 
purpose of making beer. Again: A few years ago I got con- 
vinced that interest on money was wrong, and yet I take 
interest when I can get a few dollars in the bank. Do you 
cal] that honest? I don’t. 

But if I am to be compared with T. L. Savage, I certainly 
feel that I am an honest man, and that he is a dishonest man 

. in that transaction. J. 8, VERITY. 


[It is necessary to add, but a word to the foregoing, save 
ihat very few of the many men who know Mr. Verity will 
doubt his honesty or veracity, even theugh he dots take 
interest when he thinks the practice of taking interest a bad 
one, There are no men more truthfulin their statements 
than he. He is Verity in character as well as in name. It 
is to be regretted that the other side shows a disposition to 
throw dust, eqnivocate, and falsify. 'The better way is to 
be honest and “own up."—Ep. T. 8.] 


e 


“The Physiologist.” 


We want to interest all progressiv people in the Physiol- 
ogist, because it is à paper which may be made productiv of 
so much practical good. Its particular purpose is to im- 
prove the physical condition of people, to heal and purify 
and bless them, and make them wiser and better, healthier 
and happier. We all know the need of ampler knowledge 
respecting a more sensible and scientific mode of life, and 
of social, sexual, and sanitary reform. There can be no 
higher nor more imperative duty than the right generation 
and regeneration of the race. 
religion of our life, and our évery energy is pledged to its 
propagation. 
would bless their fellow-beings and leave the world better 
than they found it. l 

We hav sacrificed a hundred dollars for every issue of the 
Physiologist. Woe hav experienced two years of privation, 
persecution, and thankless toil. We hav suffered the poi- 


| 


_and bless all who come Within the sphere of her spiritual 


We hav made this work the. 


We count upon the activ aid of all who' 


goned arrows of Comstock, and hav carried the cross of, 


unpopular truth. We hav had our home desecrated and 
destroyed, and hav had to morigage every piece of our 
household property and put the property of a devoted 
friend in the pawn-shop to pay the printer’s bills, But we 
hav preserved our paper and eftectually established our 
enterprise. The present is promising, and we believe that 
time has prosperity in store. We hav secured over eight 
hundred subscribers, and those would carry our little eraft 
if all arrearages were promptly paid. But we hav been 
obliged to be irregular in our issue, and many hesitate to 
renew, and some hav lost confidence. Two pages of adver- 
tising would alone pay the expenses of the paper. We 
could speedily make up that if tardy-paying patrons would 
discharge their dues so we might hav the means of making 
it a better medium. If all arrearages were promptly paid, 
we could avail ourself of advantages for increasing our cir- 
culation and building up a paying business. ` 

We believe there are plenty of humanitarians and philan- 
thropists who would gladly giv us present aid if they under- 
stood our work and situation. We do not want any bene- 
faction. We only ask substantial support upon such a 
business plan as will giv assured success to our undertaking, 
and guarantee our helping friends repayment, with pros- 
pectiv profits on their stock. 

We sre issuing certificates for six hundred shares in a 
Physiological Publishing Company, of $10 each, to be paid 
in quarterly instalments of 50 cents, or yearly payments of 
$2, ag shareholders may prefer. Stockholders are entitled 
to a subscription to the paper free for every share. These 
quarterly or yearly psyments will meet the current ex- 
penses of the psper and put it on a permanent and paying 
basis, It will be the property of a solid and secure stock 
company, With always available funds for prompt and reg- 
ular issue the first day of every month. All matters of 
business will be under the management of persons of 
acknowledged ability. 

The Physiological Publishing Co. has been duly organ- 
ized, and is officered as follows : President, Sara B. Chase, 
M.D.; Vice-President, Mrs. Cynthia Leonard; Recording 
Secretary, Mrs. H. N. Bush Ewell; Corresponding Secre- 

‘tary, H. Emilie Cady, M.D.; Treasurer, Mrs. W. H. Bar- 
more. For the satisfaction of our country friends we 
would state that the Treasurer is a lady of means and posi- 
tion, and has justified in sufficient legal bonds to secure the 
required amount of capital stock. All the stereotype plates 
and property of the paper are also pledged as security, so that 
whatever investment parties are pleased to make is certainly 
safe, Experienced business men to whom we hav made a 
full exhibit of our books and plans declare it to be a prom- 
ising project and one that will pay the parties interested at 
no distant day, 

The country is cursed with trashy and pernicious publi- 
cations. Papers productiv of more harm than good are 
made to pay. There is a pressing need for such a periodical 
as the Physiologist, devoted to the holiest interests of human 
kind, and we are positiv that there are enough progressed 
and philanthropic people to giv prosperity and power to 
such a print. We want help to reach the helping hands of 
that class of people. We count upon the co-operation of 
all reformers, for our work takes in the range of all real 
reform. It is a work which would imparadise this planet 


would, in case failure issued from other defections as weak 
and culpable as its own, hav the consolation of having con- 
tributed its share to the discomfiture of a Liberal effort as 
well as to the jubilation of the foes of fres thinking. 

It would be useless for me to repeat the valid arguments 
advanced by you in favor of & representation of the Leagues. 
The facts that only discussing for plans of action is aimed 
at, and that membership of the Congress does not imply 
membership of the Federation, are enough to do away with 
any but purely technical, if not false, objections against.the 
sending of a delegation of the League. 


phetic possibilities of human perfection in every cradle, 
and make the mothers of our land the messiahs of a rac 
redeemed from the curse of crime and disease. f 
Sara B. Casg, M. D., 
June 15, 1880. 209 West 34th St., N. Y. 
[See advertisement of Physiologist in anotker column, — 


E». T. 5.] 
——— 9 9——— —— 


Resolutions of Regard. 


| and generous sacrifices on behalf of the cause of Spiritual- 


Mrs. Nettie Peace Fox delivered her farewell lecture to her 
congregation of Spiritualists in the Academy of Music in 
this city, on Sunday morning, May 80th, her subject being 
the spiritual ideal She handled her subject very ably. 

At the close of the lecture Dr, Tilden arose and said it 
was àn occasion that called for some action on the part of 
those who had been so highly favored in listening to oft 
repeated inspirations of the speaker during her ministra- 
tions here, in view of the fact that she was about to leave 
us for a new field of labor and usefulness, and in order to 
organize for that purpose he would move that Mrs. Amy 
Post take the chair; W. B. Shelly moved that Dr. Dake act 
88 Secretary. 

The secretary was then called upon to read the resolu- 
tions prepared for the occasion: 

WmaEBEAS, Mr. D. M, Fox and Nettie Pease Fox, his 
wife, are about to remove. from Rochester to the city of 
New York, into a new field of usefulness and influence, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That we, the investigators of and believers in the 
truthsand facts of Spiritualism as taught and promulgated by 
her 80 ably and satisfactorily among us during the past two 
years, do most sincerely regret that the relations so pleas- 
antly established are to be thus severed. ` 

Resolved, That Mrs. Fox we assert to be a medium through 
and by whom are evolved from the higher spheres of intel- 
lectual and spiritual life richest gems of thought, purest 
pearls of wisdom, and brightest jewels of light; and we ver- 
ily believe it to be her mission to ennoble, enlighten, purify, 


influence. 

Resolved, That the high order of talent which she pos- 
sesses, the congenial spirit controlling her ut'erance, the 
beauty of thought, and her sincere and pleasant manner of 
expressing the same, should win her large, cultured, and 
appreciativ audiences wherever she goes; and we here 
affirm that not only scientists and scholars, professional 
men and cultured women, but also persons of all classes 
and creeds, must inevitably be made happier and better by 
attentivly listening to her lectures, 

Resolved, That Mr. Fox, by his untiring zeal, great energy, 


ism and in upholding and maintaining our meetings under 
the most trying circumstances aud surroundings, is jety 
entitled to our commendation, respect, and good will, and 
we hope that in the future, as iu the past, he will; zealously 
assist his lire companion, Mrs. Fox, and thereby help to 
make her efforts in advancing truth and disseminating light 
and knowledge triumphant, 

Rescwed, That we deeply regret that we are to lose the 
social influences naturally emanating from the kindly na- 
tures of Mr. and Mrs. Fox, both in society and at their 
homes, and we most sincerely and earnestly wish them 
great prosperity and success, and hope that in the new 
circle of society into which they are about to enter they 
will find warm and Cordial friends and earnest co-workers 
and supporters. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be presented to Mr. and 
Mrs, Fox as a sincere testimonial of our esteem for them 
and of our appreciation of their labor and sacrifices during 
their residence in this city, and that a copy of the same be 
presented to the press of this city, to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Banner of Light, and Mind and Matter, with requests that 
they pubiish the same. Amy Post, Chairman. 

Dr, Dake, Secretary. 

— to M————M 


Mass Convention of Iowa Liberals. 


There will be a mass convention of the Liberals and Bec- 
ularists of Iowa and adjoining states at Marshalltown on 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, August 27th, 28th, and 29th. 

At this meeting a state League, or Liberal association, 
will be organized, and the good work begun systematically 
and in earnest. Invitations hav aready been sent to several 
of our best speakers and organizars, and we promis you that 
this will be an occasion long to be pleasantly remembered 
by those there present. 

The time selected for the convention is just previous to 
that which will witness the Bismarck Grove campmeeting, 
and thus our Eastern friends will be enabled to attend both 
the meetings and take advantage of all reductions made by 
the railroads. The convention will be held in Woodbury’s 
Opera House. Fuller particulars soon. In the mean time 
I want to hear from every Liberal, in the state or out of it, 
who ean attend and who can do anything to make the con- 
vention a success. 

Let us work like men and women who realize that ours is 
no task for pigmies to set out to accomplish—the extirpation 
of superstition, the overthrow of tyranny, and the firm 
enthronement of justice in the council halls of the state. 

Norway, Iowa. X. C. Waker, 

: Chairman State Com. N. L. L. 
—— i A ÜÓ— 


The Brussel’s Congress. 


‘To THE EDITOR or Tre TRUTA SEEKER, Sir: Will you 
giv me room to say concerning the Congress to be held at 
Brussels in August, that notwithstanding the letter of Mr. 
Wright and the weight of his opinion, I think it would not 
only be a shameful, but a ridiculous thing for the League, 
but especially for American Liberalism, not to be repre- 
sented there. As for the opinion that the Congress will be 
a decided failure, I am unable to see upon what it can be 
grounded, except on the dubiousness that attaches to any 
new undertaking. It cannot be that the paucity of Euro- 
pean Liberals in number, or their coldness, will kill this 
flower in the bud. Yet should American Liberaliem set the 
example of indifference, and show the white feather it 


Yet should the mind of the “National” be too little 


awakened to the importance of the Congress, and its duty 
to attend it through its representativs, it appears to me that 
a council of Freethiakers or Liberals in New York, or sev- 
eral simultaneous councils in diffzrent parts of the Union, 
should meet at some early day, name delegates, estimate 
expenses, which need not be large, and by organizing a 
deputation serve the cause of Liberalism, and save the 
imperiled honor of American Freethought, 


In the hope that you will giv publicity to this conscien- 


tious, but deferential suggestion, I am, 


Sincerely yours, 


EDWARD GASTINEAU. 
New York, June 11, 1880. ' : 


(From the Boston Herald.) 
Bigotry and Fanaticism in Zion. 
To the Editor or the Herald: Here, from Zion's Herald of 


May 13, 1880, is a condensed bit of the Christian charity 
which cropped out in Salem 200 years ago, and lately in- 
spired the ridiculous and unconstitutional law under which 
Mr. Bennett, of New York has been imprisoned: 


The villainous D, M. Bennett, who was righteously sen- 


tenced to the Albany Penitentiary for circulating infamous 
matter through the public mails, has completed his sen- 
tence and now proposes to exhibit himself in prison uni- 
form as a martyr to the freedom of speech ! 
account themselves respectable, and some of them like 
EUxur Wright, who hav held the estimation of their fellow- 
citizess, are ready to proffer a pubhoe reception to one who 
is, by his own Confession, guilty of the lowest acts of sen 

suality, an enemy to purity, and an open transgressor of 
law. 
—for some of the latter join in the ovation to this pànderer 
to vice—seeure in the community if their license instead of 
liberty were once inaugurated? 


Men who 


hat sort of a social life would such men and women 


Aa this religious editor has done me the honor to admit 


that I hay ''held the estimation" of my fellow-citizens, 
I will take the liberty, in your hospitable columns, to ask 
him one or two questions. 
hav made many mistakes in life. 
mitting myself to be taken in by the infallible Christian 
Church, which has never to my knowledge cast me out, and 
Ihopetoliv well enough to hav it claim me as a Christian 
after I am dead, though I am proud to avow myself a non- 
religionist or ** pagan" at present, and to be able to assert 
that I do not liv under a Christian government, and I do 
not mean to if I can help it. l 


I do not claim infallibility, and 
One of them was per- 


I wish to ask this citizen of Zion, First, whether he ever 


has been ‘‘ by his own confession” a ** miserable sinner,” 
and what, if anything, he means by it ? Second, what sort 
of social life should we hav if, when we lataly went to war, 
our young men had accepted the '' license" granted by the 
utchangeable God of the Bible in Deuteronomy xxi, 10-14? 
Does it become the worshiper of such a God, and the be- 
liver in such a book as his law, to imprison a fellow-citizen 
for circulating matter through the mails which is far less 


t“ infamous?” I, for one, venerate the Bible as containing 


much of the best wisdom of the ages in which it was writ- 
ten, mixed with much of their barbarism and fol'y, and not 
without indecencies which its devotees dare not now venti- 
late in public. 
of the press requires that even these indecencies shall be 
treated With a certain degree of toleration. 
editor of Zion’s Herald, whose name I do not happen to 
know, be imprisoned, as he might be, for sending the book 
of Deuteronomy through the mails, bigoted and fanatical 


Yet the American principle of the freedom 


Should the 


as he is, and *' miserable sinner” as he probably is, *' by his 
own confession," I would heartily preside at his reception 


from prison if nobody else would. 


Let me eay, further, to this Christian editor, that his zeal fce 
*' purity" in the post-office bas betrayed him into a palpable 
falsehood. Neither Atheists, nor immoral persons can be 


converted by lying about them, any more than imprisoning 
or burning them He says that Bennett has by his own 


confession, been '* guilty of the lowest acts of sensuality.” 
This is not true. What Bennett did confess and regret, 
perhaps as sincerely as ever any one did who confessed him. 
self a '* miserable sinner,” was, that he wrote privately soma 


very improper letters toa woman of mature age, which sin, 


before any public exposure, he confessed to his wife and 
was forgiven. After. his imprisonment some-rival publish- 


ers bought the bad letters, and, in open disregard of the 


* Comstock law," circulated them extensivly through the 
mails. This proceeding I hold to be very disgraceful to 
the Liberalism which those publishers profess. But if 
Christians want the credit of it, they are welcome. If there 
is no distinction between sensual words and ‘‘acts of sen- 
suality," then it is a sin, if not a crime, to hav a Bible ia 
one's house, ELIZUR WRIGHT. 


May 14, 1880. 
— 9 A 9—————— 


Mr. M. E. Lewis, Center Belpre, O., sends me the names 
of some Marietta Liberals. I should like to hear from our 
Liberal friends at Marietta direct. There ought to be mate. 
rial enough in that city and Harmar to form a good strong 
League. The Washington County Liberal League would 
sound very well, and ought to be gotten up without delay. 
Who is the active Liberal at Marietta that will go to work, 
and at once? H. L, GREEN. 


The Godly Women of the Bible. 


BY AN UNGODLY WOMAN OF THE 19TH CENTURY, 
ELIZABETH AND MARY, 


These two godly women must be considered 
jointly, as the account of the miraculous conception 
of their respective sons runs parallel. Only Luke 


mentions Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist. | probably Hebron; neither are we informed (verses: 
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— Continued, | believed not Gabriel’s word. A sad result of unbe- 


lief! "When he came out of the temple, the wonder- 
ing people “perceived he had seen a vision, for he 
beckoned unto them and remained speechless.” As 
soon as the days of his ministration were over he 
went home to his wife. 

This brings us to scene second, where laid we are 
not told, though the guessing commentators say 


Matthew and Mark ignore her entirely, and the 23 and 24) that Zacharias apprised his wife of the 
wonderful birth of John, which Luke describes so facts revealed, or the cause of his dumbness, which 
particularly, John the Evangelist following suit,'leads us to suppose, commentary fashion, that 


unless we strain the sentence, “There was a man 
sent from God whose name was John” (John i, 6), 
to mean that he was born out of due time. We are 
therefore indebted to “ According to St. Luke” for 
the history of John the Baptist’s birth and the in- 
troduction of Elizabeth, his godly mother. É 

Matthew and Luke only mention the birth of 
Jesus, Mark and John never hinting at a miraculous 
conception and birth for their.divine hero, * Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." 

The New Testament is not much in advance of 
the Old as regards obscenity, and I humbly beg 
pardon of my readers for quoting and commenting 
on such gross vulgarity; but as my object is to por- 
tray these Bible characters and events truthfully in 
order to show the animus of God's book and the 
examples church authorities command us women, in 
all ages, to follow, I cannot, without failing of my 
duty and purpose, omit the very evidence necessary 
to establish my position by shunning to declare the 
whole truth, as repugnant as it may be to my feel- 


. ings. Then please be prepared for the exposition of 


the most shocking, disgraceful filth and sacrilegious 
libel and unholy imposition against a supreme Being 
— if there be a good one—and humanity that a fiend 
could invent and propagate, viz., the incipiency and 
epitome of the “glorious scheme of salvation,” 
ushered in through the parentage of John the Bap- 
tist, the forerunner of Christ. 

The reader is earnestly requested to take his 
Bible and peruse these interesting narrativs in con- 


nection with this review. As Elizabeth’s miracu-, 


lous conception preceded Mary’s, it is advisable to 
begin with the former. 

Elizabeth was barren, like her godly predecessors, 
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, Mrs. Manoah, Hannah, and 
Elisha's Shunamite woman, none of whom could 
bear sons until after God or a gentleman angel had 
called upon them for an afternoon's ?€ée-d-téte 
(Genesis xxx, 32.) Several of these women, includ- 
ing Mary, were, in the absence of their spouses and 
lovers, visited by the accommodating angel as unex- 
pectedly and suddenly as a clap of thunder breaks 
overhead in a cloudless summer sky, This especial 
medical treatment by the Almighty, through proxy, 
in all these cases is related in chaste Bible language 
in God’s pure word, as the readers of “Godly 
Women” are already aware. : 

Scene first, in this sacred drama, opens in Luke, 
chapter first, verse fifth, in the days of Herod, king 
of Judea, four thousand and four years after the 
* creation of the world.” The scene is laid in Jeru- 
salem, inside of the temple. The characters repre- 
sented are the angel Gabriel and Zacharias, the 
husband of Elizabeth. He was a priest, and had 
married into the family of the priesthood, as Eliza- 
beth was of the daughters of Aaron. It is declared 
that “they were both righteous before God, walk. 
ing in all the commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord ‘blameless,’ notwithstanding it is asserted 
(Romans ix, 10) there is none righteous; no, not 
one. Sad to relate, “they had no child, because 
Elizabeth was barren,” and, worse still, not likely 
to become the recipients of such a blessing, as “ they 
‘were both now well stricken in years,” In this un- 
fortunate predicament, as the old priest was burning 
incense one day according to the custom, there 
appeared unto him an angel‘of the Lord standing 
on the right side of the altar of incense. How 
Zacharias knew him to be an angel, and of the Lord, 
we are not informed; but when told his errand, the 
truth must hav dawned upon his mind, as none but 
an angel er God could hav known that he had been 
praying all through his married life for a boy with- 
out success. Well, this angel commenced business 
thus: “Fear not, Zacharias, for thy prayer is heard, 
and thy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a son, and 
thou shalt éall his name Jobn.” ‘Then he is told 
what a wonderful child he shall be, ‘“ He must not 
drink wine nor strong drink, and shall be filled with 
the Holy Ghost even from his mother's womb," 
and much more that the reader much search out 
from holy writ. Zacharias at first was dreadfully 
frightened, and, considering the age of himself and 
wite, expressed his doubts, asking for a sign or test, 
whereupon the angel declared, with great pompos- 
ity, *I am Gabriel that stand in the presence of God, 
and am sent to show thee these glad tidings.” The 
old priest, recollecting this illustrious messenger to 
Daniel, of lions’ den notoriety, became more alarmed 
than ever, and his quailing and quaking was by no 
means decreased when told, “Thou shalt be dumb 
and not able to speak [as if some dumb people were 
able to speak] until the day that these things shall 


be performed.” This was a punishment because he 


Gabriel had previously visited Elizabeth and com- 
municated to her the glad tidings of great joy, else 
she would hav been more surprised and questioned 
her husband. 

Scene second opens with, “And after those days 
his wife conceived, and hid herself five months, say- 
ing, Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days 
wherein he looked on me, to take away my reproach 
among men.” Reproach among men! wherefore 
reproach, because of barrenness? Such a tradition 
deserves cremation, for it has subjected every non- 
child-bearing woman and every maiden in Christen- 
dom to the same reproach and censure for being 
childless! Shame on such a book, such a Christian- 
ity, and such a civilization that will permit such an 
effete, musty, old barbarous relic to govern public 
opinion in à matter where choice might control the 
cause of non-parentage in both husband and wife, 
instead of the commonly imputed stigma—barren- 
ness or incompetency. Scene closes here ; loving 
Elizabeth in hiding and rejoicing for five months. 
Query: Why did she hide, and who did she hide 
from, her husband or Gabriel ? 

Scene third, after an interval of six months, opens 
abruptly in a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, dis- 
closing a new personage, Mary, a Jewess virgin. 
Our former messenger, Gabriel, immediately ap- 
pears upon the stage, on a similar errand as. in 
scene first, with slight variations. Now this young 
lady, it is said, was already espoused to a man by 
the name of Joseph, of the house of David. It 
must be remembered that espoused was in Jewish 
law valid marriage, and yet when this male angel 
approached the maiden and poured into her ears 
flattering compliments, she did not repulse him al- 
though she was “troubled” at his presence, and 
"t east in her mind what manner of salutation this 
should be,” when he came in unto her and said, 
“ Hail, thou that art highly favored, the Lord is 
with thee, blessed art thou among women.” Her 
suspense, however, was of short duration. Gabriei, 
not wishing to frighten her out of her wits, assur- 
ingly and familiarly called her by name, presuma- 
bly patting her on the shoulder as he soothingly and 
smilingly said: “Fear not, Mary; for thou hast 
found favor with God. And behold, thou shalt con- 
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt 
call his name Jesus.” Rather a delicate or indeli- 
cate mission for a masculin angel stranger, to a 
modest, shrinking young virgin! Why not hav 
employed an angel of her own gender? Why not 
hav come and broached the subject in the presence 
of Joseph, some evening, when he was there on a 
courting visit, or was he not to be consulted on the 
business jointly with Mary? Surely, the ways of 
these angels are like God's ways, mysterious and 
past finding out; and why should they not be, 
since they are God's messengers? Like other 
seducers, Gabriel backed up his assertions with 
numerous false promises and prophecies that hav 
never yet been fulfilled. 

It may be well to digress here to say that one of 
his statements was correct, according to the record, 
It will be remembered that Gabriel informed Mary, 
he being a physiologist and understanding sexual 
relations or the law of reproduction, that she 
should conceive in her womb. He thought this 
good policy, knowing that she was young and 
unsophisticated.and that there were no obscenists in 
Judea who had forwarded any physiological, alias, 
impure literature to the boarding-school where Miss 
Mary had graduated, and fearing that she might 
imagin that conception would take place in her 
stomach, throat, mouth, eyes, ears, or nostrils, he 
specified the location—“ conceive in thy womb"—so 
that no serious mistakes could possibly occur. And 
this was rendered more necessary, it will be seen as 
the story proceeds, because “the conception was 
contrary to the unbroken law of human birth |” 
Thoughtful, considerate Gabriel, thy foresight and 
caution were highly creditable to thy humanity and 
thy angelic wisdom. 

The innocent virgin seemed somehowin her ignor- 
ance to connect the birth of this son with the co-op- 
eration of a man, and so wonderingly but modestly 
inquired of her divine anointed, “ How shall this 
be, seeing I know not a man?? and yet she was the 
sweetheart and the betrothed of Joe! Gabriel, 
nothing daunted, unblushingly answered the fair 
interlocutor: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, 
and the power of the highest shall overshadow thee; 
therefore, also, that holy tbing which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the son of God. And behold 
thy cousin Elizabeth ; she has also conceived a son 
in her old age, and this is the sixth month with her 


who was called barren. For with God nothing shall 
be impossible.” This was too much for Mary to 
withstand ; she yielded at once without one thought 
of her lover, meekly and resignedly responding, 
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be it unto me 
according to thy word." What would be said of 
such a quiescent young lady of the 19th century ? 
Would her story be believed, and would she be 
commended for her faith and trust in God or be 
disbelieved and condemned for her falsehood and 
credulity. 
Gabriel, having gained the full consent of Mary, 
and being a smart business angel, departed without 
a “thank you, madam,” or ‘‘ good-bye,” according 


to the record, presumably for other pastures, leaving: 


the maiden, and the scene closes, curtain falls. 
Some comment will be necessary before raising 
the curtain on scene fourth. i : 
or 


And These Be Thy Gods, O St. Johns ! 


AN EXAMPLE OF GOD'S ‘LOVING KINDNESS AND TENDER 
MERCIES,"—OPEN, LETTER TO THE 8T. JOHN'S SCHOOL 


BOARD. 
BY M, BABCOCK, 


Hon. Randolph Strickland, D. O. Hurd, O. W. Barker, 
Josiah Upton, Geo. W. Stephenson, and Chas. Grisson, Gen- 
lemen: A few days since some thoughtless little children 
went into a barn to play, and "iis supposed that with matches 
they set the barn on fire, The alarm was given, and within 
a few minutes a thousand citizens of St. Johns were there 
with willing hands to do anything that could be done by man. 
But alas ! they were too late. Already the fire had done 
its terrible work, The barn was consumed, and also one of 
the children, little Tommy Thomas, who, being unable to 
escape, was burned to an unrecognizable black mass. ; 

The mother heard the screams of her child, and ran to the 
barn shouting, “Tommy, come out! run out, Tommy !" 
but the little fellow cried: * I can't. I'm burning, mamma.” 
The frantic mother ran on the outside to the manger where 
he had retreated, and tried to pull off a board so that she 
could get at her child who was crying, '* I'm burning, mam- 
ma.” And O, kow she pulled and tried to get at him. But she 
lacked the strength, and could only listen to the cries of her 
darling boy whilst he was being roasted alive. 

Now I want to say, gentlemen, that there is not a whisky- 
seller in St. Johns, nor a convict in our state prisons, nor & 


barbarous wild Indian in-the world who, had he been stand- . 


ing near, would not hav saved that helpless child had it 
been in his power to do 80. 

According to the Bible, however, ‘‘ our Father who ait in 
heaven," who boasts of hig unlimited power, and who pro- 
fesses to love his children so well, stood by and lop'ted on 
with the utmost indifference, and never moved a peg to help 
the little fellow in distress, He woulda't even giv the mother 
just a little more strength to enable her to pull off the 
board, that she might save her child, 

But we are told that he was more obliging in the case of 
Samson, KH; ‘blessed him," and being blessed he ‘ went 
to the city, and slept with a harlot.” And when the gates 
of the city were closed against him by those who sought to 
kill him, God helped him to escape by giving him strength 
to * pull up the gates and carry them off on his back.” 

Gentlemen, don't you think that such a God, who “loves 
his children,” ought to hav given Tommy strength to hav 
kicked off a board ? 

And this great “book of truth" says that “three men 
were cast into a burning fiery furnace, which was so hot 
that it consumed the men who cast them in. And when the 
king looked in, he saw four men [one was God or an angel] 
walking about in the midat of the fire, and nota hair of 
their head was singed, nor the smell of fire had past on 
them ” (Daniel iii). , 

If God had walked into that burning barn the same ag he 
went into the fiery furnace, and taken little Tommy in his 
arms, and as he walked about protected him from the fire, 
how the mother would hav thanked and loved him ! 

We hear a great deal about the dispensation. of divine 
providence, and if he had only felt like it, he had a splen- 
did chance to hav made a display of his power in behalf of 
this poor, helpless, little child. But your merciful God 
don’t do business in these days the same way as he used to. 
And why ? Is he getting old and careless ? Was he asleep ? 
Is he getting leas mindful of his children ? or is the story 
about saving the three tramps above alluded untrue? And 
if so, your Bible is a liar, and should be taken out of our 
school If it be true, it makes'your God a heartless monster 
ae not saving poor little Tommy when he had the power to 

o it. E 

Your smutty old Jew book says that this God will damn 
the poor mother if she don’t love him. Yes, gentlemen, 
your school-book will damn her for not Joving the God who 
stood by and refused to help her. He was ab'e to do it, but 
preferred to see her darling roast, frizzle, and fry. O what 
a God is the Christian's God ! 

When I gazed at the charred and shriveled mass of that 
which, but an hour before, had been a bright-eyed, rosy- 
cheeked little fellow, full of life and fun, I felt, gentlemen, 
that I would like to hav you to look at it, and then look me 
in the face, and if you felt like it, tell me that you believed 
it to be your drty in violation of law and justice, to tax one 
half of the district against their wishes, to pay for the wor- 
shiping of such a God and the reading of such a book in 
our public school. 

Do you expect that a God who, unmoved, withstood the 
tears of the mother, and whose heart refused to soften at 
the sight of that poor child, and who refused to help and 
answer this little prayer, begging, crying, and screaming for 
help, will listen to the tearless, grammatical petition of Prof, 
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. ness and tender mercies,” but just at the time little Tommy 


- ing tree a fearful blow, and set fire to his German Method- 
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Yutema? If not, why do you permit him to go on with | 


conclusion that he is so disgusted with Mrs. Hayes’ admin-| “Ido not understand what you mean by gentlemen of 
the farce ? . istration and the course she has pursued toward D. M. Ben- leisure," answered she. . : 

A God who will answer the prayer of a learned scholar; nett that he vents his spite on the houses he owns in that; "' Aw,” said he, ‘I mean gentlemen who travel around; 
and refuse to help an innocent little child, is a God for! denomination. young fellahs who don’t work for a living; young fellahs 
whom I hav no respect. But that is not all that is puzzling my brain. Another like me, who just travel for pleasuab.” 

All who wish to love a God of this sort can do so, but as | problem I cannot solve is: Why don't he smash the drink- “Oh,” said the girl, coughing. ‘‘Yes, we hav men who 
for myself, I prefer to ‘‘tie to” a God who has the sbility ing hells here. Scarcely a day passes but blood flows travel around and don’t work for a living, but we don't call 
and the will to help a fellow when he needs help, who, in | from some poor victim of those miserable holes. Just now , them gentlemen, we call them tramps.” 
an emergency like the above, and especially in the case of | we are having a big lawsuit, caused by the most popular! Now this little giant, this little ‘“‘ nondescript,” this 
a little child, would not wait to be called upon for help, | hell iu town, in which one man last Wednesday was stabbed , “dirty " soldier boy, is not a gentleman of leisure ; he digs 
with an “O Lord, if consistent with thy will” petition, but |in the face, and otherwise hurt so badly that he has been , and delves and toils and sweats, works hard, and gets poor 
who would wave all formalities, and pitch in and make him- | dangerously ill. But, notwithstanding all these brutal pay, and between whiles puzzles his big brain with problema 
self useful whenever an opportunity is offered. exhibitions, those houses stand secure, without even a gentle ' how best to benefit mankind and at the same time be 

The clergy prate a good deal about ** God's loving kind-|rerminder of their sins. Is it possible that God thinks these | honest and truthful; believes in the golden rule of actiou 

saloons necessary to the filling up of his Sunday residences? | rather than the gold dollar; believes women as well as 
He can by their means kill off the men and so orush the in- | other folks hav rights it is bound to respect; in fact, isa 
tellect of the men and women by their hard lots in life as | child of the people and has a love for the people that is not 
to make fit subjects for the monstrosity yclept religion. | made of gold or silver, and is bound sooner or later to win. 
The history of that dignitary from as far back as we can ONLY A WOMAN. 
trace him has shown that he is fond of both wine and 
women. 

Now if you can set my mind at rest on these points I 
shall be immensely grateful. 

What & nice time you must hav had at the Bennett Recep- 
tion! How Idid wish to be there! It has been so long 
since I hav heard an intellectual speech or lecture that I hav 
my doubts whether I could comprehend one now. "We are 
80 religious here in H. that we will not pay our money for 
such things. “If dear Bro. Joseph Cook,” or “ Our faith- 
ful worker Anthony Comstock," were to come here now, 
they would draw large houses no doubt. 

By the way,.one of our best and most devoted Christians 
would make a fit companion for his nastiness, Comstock. 
She has been up to all the tricks of & woman of the town 
until obesity compelled her to cease ; she has been almost 
killed by a jealous wife who caught her husband in rather 
intimate relations with this eminently pious lady, and now 
she proclaims from the church altar, that the ‘‘ wickedest 
thing she ever did was going to hear a Unitarian minister 
preach in a Unitarian church." Ob, my ! isn’t it awful ! 

Now I do not dare expose all of my Infidelity in one let- 

ter, but I can't help saying a thing or two on the Infidel side 
of politics. You can’t imagine how much fun I hav with 
my Greenback papers, although Iam so poor I could not pay 
the postage on this article if a good friend had not sent me 
the stamps, yet I hav a good supply of that, to me, best of 
literature—Liberal papers. Just think, every week brings 
me THE TRUTH SEEKER, the Indianapolis Sun, the Com- 
moner, and the Chicago Express, Then every few days 
some friend who knows my isolation and poverty sends me 
a package of the other side of the story, so I see all sides, 
so you ‘can imagin they are'a treat. On Sunday my 
father and mother were in to see me. As they started home 
I asked father if he did not want to read Graves’ big 
speech, delivered in Indianapolis at the Indiana state 
Greenback Convention. He brought his cane down with a 
bang and gave his hat a twitch 80 characteristic of the man, 
and in an impatient voice said: ‘‘ Yes, sir; I'll read it, but I 
know beforehand what it is; it isthe fellow of De La Matyr’s 
big speech. Sophistry, sophistry, from beginning to end, 
made by 8 sorehead to try to arouse the ignorant prejudices 
of the people to help himself into office,” 
A few weeks since he pitched into the Sun and De La Ma- 
tyr; he called De La Matyr a '' turn-coat." I laughed at him 
and said, ** Yes, he is a * turn-coat;' he found this Republican 
side of his coat was the wrong side, so he turned it in and 
that brought the National side out. But, father," I said, 
“suppose De La Matyr had been 8 Democrat and had left that 
party and joined issues with the Republican party would he 
not hav been a ‘turn-coat” then just as much as he is 
now ?”- 

* In my mind the only difference would be he would hav 
put on another coat of the same color and texture, only 
called by another name. The names ‘ Demopublican’ and 
‘ Republicratic’ are just the names for the two old parties; 
the only trouble they will hav will be about that ‘bloody 
shirt.’ ” 

The Republicans here do not want to talk about that 9th 
of June convention. That dead Greenback baby is causing 
the old parties a lot of trouble. They are mad because the 
little ** brat" won't stay dead; it seems to be a kind of devil- 
fish in their estimation—you kill it in one place and it springs 
to life in some unexpected quarter, and all its little feelers 
are gradually drawing and absorbing the very life-elements 
of both the old parties; and it is such &.precocious young- 
ster, and so impudent; and then it is poor, basn’t a particle 
of aristocratic blood in its veins, isn't a member of any par- 
ticular church; Mrs. Hayes nor U. S. Grant don’t vouch 
for it ; hasn't ever been to Europe; hasn't ever bribed a 
voter, and, never committed a murder; don’t steal from the 
public pocket, and wants to pay its honest debts. Why, ii 
is a nondescript, hasn't sense enough to know when it is 
dead.; has & passion for living colors, such as green, for 
instance, and takes no stock in the “ bloody shirt.” 

Now the ‘‘ upper” classes don't want children you see, 
they are all full grown, expect to liv forever, and this little 
**interloper" to be put ‘‘into its little bed," so that we big 
“ fellars" can hav some peace. We don't want his finger- 
marks on our gold tea sets and silver-plated door knobs. 
He has dirty soldier blood in his veins.. Soldiers hav no 
rights big-bugs are bound to respect. They are our servants, 
and, as one of our Republican officials in H. says, ''they 
work for us, consequently they are our servants, and ser- 
vants are not our ‘equals.” Goodness me, don’t we feel 
humiliated! X 

I am often reminded of an incident I read once. An 
English snob was on boarda boat upon which was a keen- 
witted American glrl. This “fellah ” said to the girl, “Aw, 
I don’t see auy gentlemen of lesuah in Amerwios; don’t you 
hav gentlemen of lesuah?” 


needed help it appears that God (if there is a God) did not 
feel like helping him. ` ^ 

Our Heavenly Father sent a bolt of his red-handed light- 
ning in a Methodist church at Kingston, Ont., April 18th. 
Divine service was in progress, but the worshipers were very 
few. The bricks were hurled like hailstones through the 
interior of the building, causing the devout to duck their 
heads lively like, and to move with alaerity toward the 
door, They fled precipitately from the wrath of their 
avenging God, wondering what in the world he could be so 
mad about, and why he couldn't just as well hav struck a 
neiguboring ssloon. Well, weare told that God knows best. 

We are told that little Tommy’s soul is saved, and that he 
is now in heaven. If Tommy was old enough to under- 
stand his Suuday-school lesson, and know that God could 
hav saved him if he would, what, I ask, must be his feel- 
ings toward God on meeting him face to face? Do you 
tell me that he could love the God who saw him burned to a 
crisp, When he had the power to hav stretched forth his 
hand and save him? Ideny that the poor child can ever 
love such a God, and I think that he ought not to do so. 
But we are told that if the mother shall die an unbeliever, 
that Tommy in heaven will be so happy that he can look 
down into hell and see his poor mother who tried so hard to 
save him from burning in torment, and see her weeping and 
wailing in torment, without diminishing his happiness. 
And the mother can only be saved, says theology, by loving 
the God who stood by with his hands, as it were, in his 
breeches pockets, looking on with indifference, while her 
poor child was crying for help. She must love this God, 
and also believe that he was able to hav saved her darling, 
if he would. Can she love such a God ? 

Not long since there were some young men who went a 
gunning on Sunday, and one of them was accidentally shot. 
The Clinton Jndependent in alluding to the occurrence said 
that it is not always that the Almighty metes out such ter- 
rible and immediate portions of justice upon the offender, 
but they are often enough of occurrence that we ought to 
profit by them. But as Tommy was not playing on Sunday, 
it becomes quite difficult to understand what God was mad 
at, and how we are to profit by the Almighty portion of jus- 
tice dealt out in hia case. Perhaps the pious correspondent 
of the Independent can tell ua. 

Jesus tells us that “he who believeth not shall be 
damned," and thy ‘‘ merciful” God shall say, ‘‘ Depart 
from me ye cursed into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels" (Matt..xxv, 41) And thy God of 
“love” will feast his eyes by gazing at the helpless crea- 
tures, his children, while they, in ‘‘endless torment,” burn 
in hell, the same as little Tommy burned in the barn. He 
could hav saved all, but that would not be the kind of 
mercy with which he has any acquaintance, But this is not 
all, according to your noble school-book. Your God per- 
mitted a devil to run at large, and tempt men to wicked- 
ness, 80 that there may be more frizzling and frying. If 
God would kjll the devil, all might be good and happy. So 
Issk, If God wishes his children to be good and happy, 
why don't he kill the devil? i 

St. Johns, Mich, June 1, 1880. 


LFrom the Boston Investigator.] 


John the Baptist a Myth Also. 


BY ANTICHRIST. 


The paragraph in Josephus about John the Baptist, hav- 
ing no connection with Jesus Christ and being at variance 
with the account in the gospels, we considered of so little 
importance that we never thought of questioning its authen- 
ticity. But we find that E. P. Meredith, in his learned 
work, * The Prophet of Nazareth” (London, 1864), has 
adduced most cogent reagons for rejecting the passage as 
apurious. In an elaborate note on page 508 he says: 


Whether & person of the name John did really make 
hi8 appearance on the banks of the Jordan about the com- 
mencement of the Christian era, as stated in the gospels; or 
whether what is said of him in these productions is à modi- 
fication of pre-existing tales regarding John the founder of 
the Hemero-baptists and the Mendai Ijahi, is not a question 
to be determined in this work, which, throughout, takes 
these gospels upon their own statements, It may, however, 
be observed that . . . there are reasonable grounds for 
doubting whether this John of the gospels is anything more 
than a myth; or, at most, the founder of the fore-mentioned 
pagan sects, which had existed many ages before the Chris- 
tian era. 

The author then takes up the passage in Josephus (Ant; 
xviii, 3,) and givs at length reasons for believing it to'be a 
forgery, among which are the following: ' 

1. It is grossly tautological and otherwise clumsy and 
inelegant in style, unlike that of Josephus, and very much 
like the forged passage about Jesus. 

2. It 1s introduced abruptly and breaks the narrativ in & 
much more decided manner than the passage about Jesus. 

8. It makes Herod imprison John outside his own 
tetrachy, or the Roman domain, in a castle belonging to hia 
foe, King Aretas. 

4, The passage is flrat mentioned by Origen in the third 
century. i 

5. No pagan writer mentions John before the third cen- 
tury. . 

The third reasons above given Mr. Meredith considers 
proof positiv of the forgery, and so do we. The whole 
argument covers three pages of small print. 'Yhe learned 
author was once a preacher, and this work is a prize essay. 
He nowhere questions the existence of Jesus and his Apos- 
tles in the first century, but this resolution of John the Bap- 
tist into a myth casts great doubt on the existence of the- 
other gospel characters. It is another nail in the coffin of 
historical Christianity. 


ST. PETER’S HANDWRITING, 


The alleged discovery in & grotto near Jerusalem of a 
manuscript in the handwriting of the apostle Peter is a 
clumsy hoax. It is said to bear this inscription : 

Peter, the fisherman, disciple of Jesus, the son of God, 
and continuator of bis work, speaks to the people of the 
earth who listen 1o the word of the Lord, according to the 
love, and in the name, of the most holy God. 

And the subscription is said to run thus: . 

I, Peter, the fisherman, in the name of God, finished the 
writing of the word of love in the fiftieth year of my age, 
the third Easter after the death of my Savior and master 
Jesus Christ, son of Mary, in the house of Beliert, the 
scribe, near the temple of the Lord. 

The writing is said to be in pure and elegant Hebrew. 
Now let us apply a few incontrovertible facts: 

1. The oldest Greek manuscript is of the fourth century, 
and no Hebrew manuscript is older. Some Coptic, Ethiopic, 
Syriac, and Arabic manuscripts of the fifth century hav 
been discovered in Egypt in the present century. 

2. The Hebrew had become & dead language 600 years 
before the Christian era, and the language of Palestine was 
Aramaic or Syriac. 

8. How preposterous that a Galilean fisherman could be 
able to write pure Hebrew two or three years after the cru- 
cifixion ! d 

4. Peter was not the Hebrew or Aramaic namo of the 
apostle, but Shemeun Kepta. 

oe ——————- 

THE Third Annual Convention of the New York State 
Freethinkers’ Association will be held in Dr. Shattuck’s 
Grand Opera House, in the village of Hornellsville, on the 
ist, 2d, 84, and 4th of September next. The Association 
invites the Freethinkers of the United States and of Canada 


A Heretical Woman Writes a Letter. 


To tue Eviron or Tam TRUTH SzsEkER, Sir: I hav 
one of my ‘‘spells” on me this morning. I havn’t had one 
for years before, 80 I think I will humor this one and see 
what will be the result. : 

Iam thoroughly puzzled. In the first place we hav seven 
churches in our small village on the one hand, &ud on the 
other we hav seven '"'liquor saloons,” Two of these 
churches are Methodist; one American Methodist, one 
German Methodist. Those churches, of course, are dedi- 
cated to God (I almost forgot the capital G@) We hava 
Swedish church, to which the Swedish singer Nilsson gave 
a sweet-toned bell; then we hav a Lutheran church, and a 
Catholic church, and a tabernacle. The Infidels about 
town call the last à ''sheep fold,” All these churches are ded- 
icated to God; but we hav another church, the only one built 
in a grove, called the Unitarian church; this one is dedicat- 
ed to “Our Father.” Now one would think that God 
would be kind to his children in H. for building him 80 
many nice residences, but he isn't, at least he seems to hav 
a particular spite at one branch of his family here, and that 
too at the division that makes the loudest profession of 
regard for him; viz., the Methodist family. A few years 
ago, in a fit of anger, he lifted half of the roof of the Amer- 
ican mansion and last Sunday night, the only night he 
claims, of all the week, he got into the most fearful rage 
this section of the country ever witnessed, and lashed 
things right and left, put a hole through the family resi- 


gathering ‘the most important one of the kind ever held im 
dence of one of his Swedish sons, struck a poor uncffend- 


this country. Our Liberal Lecturers everywhere are re- 
quested to giv notice of this convention, and arrange to be 
in attendance. A number of distinguished speakers hav 
already promised to attend. If Charles Bradlangh comes 
to this country an effort will be made to procure his attend: 
ance, H. L. G. i 


iste’ Bunday residence. Now, what puzzles me is this: 
Are these blows right and left among God's children meant 
for love-pats, or is he disgusted with his children in general 
and the Methodists in particular? J havalmost come to the 


to unite with itin general convention and in making the: 
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Judaism.—Continued. 


[Taken from the article on Judaism in Volume II. of 
‘©The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times,” 
which we wrote in prison, and which is now rapidly being 


put in type, and in a few weeks will be ready for our read- 
ers. By these extracts some idea of the entire work may 
be formed,] ‘ 
WHAT JUDAISM CONSISTED IN. 


In its incipiency and in its first stage it was compriced in 
the worship of Jahveh, who was tho family god of Abraham 
and his son, his grandaon, and his great. grandchildren. He 
was to be worshiped by the rite of circumcision -and by 
burning the carcasses of animals for him to smell, and in 
abstaining from the worship of all antagonistic and opposi- 
tion gods. They did not dream that their god felt the 
slightest interest in any other family, or’ any other portion 
of the human race, Other families and other nations were 
left to get along in this disastrous world the best way they 

' eould, without any aid from Jahveh or any other gods, save 
such as the unfortunate nations happened to be believers in. 
The descendants of Abraham believed that Jahveh regu- 
lated the number of children which should be born unto 
them; the number of cattle, sheep, and asses which. com- 
posed their flocks aud herds; the products of the soil, and 
all the enterprises and industries in which they engaged. 
It they were remiss in obedience to Jahveh, or neglected to 
closely follow his injunctions, his blessings were discontin- 
ued, and afflictions fell upon them, But when they heark- 
ened to bis word, their riches increased, their children be- 

: came more numerous, and their; flocks and herds more pro- 
lific. Their blessings as well as their curses pertained 
solely to this life. They seem to hav had no thought rela- 
tivto a future state of existence. Their blessings consisted 
of wealth, numerous children, and victory over their ene- 
mies. The direst curses with which they were threatened 
were loss of temporal blessings, the failure of their crops 
and herds, a scanty progeny, and defest in wars with their 
enemies. Nothing was said about a future life or of rewards 
and punishments after death. The Jahveh of Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and his sons was, according to their views, 
crudely anthropomorphic. His powers of vision, his sources 
of knowledge, and his means of power were circumecribed. 
He was under the necessity to ''*come down” and take 
observations of the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah to 
ascertain whether the report he had-heard of them was true, 
the same as he had done in the garden of Eden to learn 
what Adam and Eve had been doiug, and where they were, 
as well as to ‘come down” when the tower of Babel was 
being built and see what the children of men were trying to 
do. Inthe wrestling-match between Jshveh and Jacob, the 
difference in weight and muscle was so very slight between 
the two that Divinity, after a contest of several hours, was 
under the necessity of taking the somewhat unfair and un- 
professional advantage of his competitor of putting his hip 
out of joint in order to secure the victory. This lcgend 
inevitably givs the idea that Jahveh's power did not greatly 
surpass that of Jacob. Jahveh seems to bav recognized the 
existence of other gods, and he was entirely willing that all 
the nations of the earth, save the handful of his own chosen 
people, should continue to worship the gods in which they 
believed; the only thing he demanded being that his chosen 
people should regard him as superior, before, and greater 
than the gods of the nations by which they were surrounded. 

"But this seemed to be hard for them to remember and adhere 
to. For a thousand years they were almost continually 
running after other gods, delighting to build altars to these 
strange gods and bow down to them, and to offer bullocks, 
Yams, and he-gosts to them. With all their god had done 
for them they exhibited an astonishing predilection to run 
after other gods and to forget their own. This was a noticc- 
abie trait for many centuries, and after Moses became their 
leader and was said to hold daily intercourse with Jahveh, 
receiving and imparting knowledge and consolation. The 
greatest trouble he had was.to keep his charge from forget- 


ting their own god, which had brought them out of the land, 


of Egypt, and fondly running after the gods and idols wor- 
shiped by their neighbors. The same anthropomorphic 
notions of Deity prevailed, and the same belief that he pos- 
sessed passions, likes, and dislikes common to the human 
race, 

Moses, in his interviews with Jahveh on Mount Sinai and 
other places, is believed to hav received a code of laws and 
instructions for the use and guidance of the people, embody- 
ing their entire duty to him and to esch ether. Their duty 

: to him consisted in worshiping him before all other gcds, 
offering the flesh of burning animals at prescribed times, 
attending to certain purifications—more onerous always 
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upon the women than upon the men-—keeping the Sabbath 
holy, wholly abstaining from work on that day, providing 
liberally for his priesthood, and keeping up, of course, in 
all cases the rite of circumcision. The duties toward their 
fellow-men consisted ia not stealing, in not killing, in not 
bearing false witness, in honoring their parents, in not com- 
mitting adultery, and in not coveting their neighbors’ prop- 
erty. Asa rule, all things else being equal, the amount of 
their god's favor and good will seemed to be in preportion 
to the amount of animal life taken, the volume of blood 
spilt, and the number of sacrifices made to him. His wor- 
shipers had every reason to believe that nothing pleased 
their god gso well as to hav the odor of burning animal tis- 
sue reach his olfactories and regale him by their consoling 
irfluences. The more blood that was thed, and the greater : 
number of bodies burnt, the more divine favor and compas- 
sion were secured, This belief continued a long time after 


Moses was dead and gone. When Solomon had completed . 


his gorgeous temple for the Jewish god to dwell in, he is 
said to hav offered, on the occasion of the introduction of 
the ark of the covenant into the temple, sacrifices of sheep 
and oxen which were so numerous that they could not be 
enumerated for multitude. Aud again, when the temple 
was dedicated Solomon alone offered a sacrifice of twenty- 
two thousand oxen and one buudred and twenty thousand 


blood that number of animals must afford, and of the dense 
and suffocating and overpowering smoke and stench that 
must arise from the number of burnt sacrifices, some idea 
may be had of the crude nature of the god in which they 
believed. 

STAGES OF JUDAISM. 

The religious life of the Israelites, like their political 
career, may be divided into seven stages or periods : 

1. From Abraham to Moses, in which stage the worship 
and communion of God was confined to a single family 
when he appeared to the head of the family, or patriarch, 
and made his wishes known. 

2: When the people became numerous and Moses was 
chosen to be leader, lawgiver, and prophet. He then held 
communion with Deity for and in place of the people, and 
from him they were required to receive the will of God, 
they neither having to commune with him by prayer nor by 
any other mode save by bringing sacriflces to the priests to 
be offered to him upon the altar. The people are thought 
to hav made some advance in Civilization and intelligence 
under Moses. : 

8. The period when the judges, elders, and military chief- 
tains were the principal rulers, who were the only ones to 
hold communion with Jahveh. The people were crude and 
ignorant during this stage, and little more than barbarians. 
The advance made in civilization, literature, or art was but 
slight. l i 
. 4, From Saul to Solomon, inclusiv, when the nation is 
believed to hav gained its greatest glory, wealth, power, civ- 
ilization, literature, population, and prosperity. In the reign 
of the one king, David, if we are to take the statements as 
truth, the people form a disorganized, poverty-stricken 
state. From tribes of brigands, without aregular govern- 
ment, without revenue, without literature, and with slight 
civilization, they advanced to a settled government, an am- 
ple revenue, national power, aivanced civilization, and 
greatness. During this period prophets, it was thought, 
held a conspicuous place in the religious life of the people, 
holding communication with God and imparting his will 
to the kings. When these prophets were listened to and 
obeyed, prosperity abounded; but when the opposit was the 
case, misfortune and disaster were the result. 

5. The decline of national greatness, purity and earnest. 
ness of religious worship, increase iu idolatry and in disre- 
gard for the laws and commands of Jahveh. This stage 
extends from the death of Solomon to the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the temple, the capture of King Z»dekiah, 
including the capture and carrying away, never to return, 
by Shalamanser of Assyria, of the ten tribes-of Israel. 
Prophets abounded in this stage, but they did not stay for 
any length of time the impending destruction. f 

6 The fifty years of captivity in Babylon, in which 
the people, though mourning the ill fortune which had be- 
fallen them, yet. acquired more knowledge and advanced 
farther in civilization than ever before in the same length of 
time, The people felt they had been punished for their 
sins, and were prepared to follow a purer worship upon 
their return to their nativland, Daring this time they im- 
bibed their first ideas of a future state of existence. Prophets 
abounded during this stage. l 

7. After the captivity, and during their struggle to 
re-establish their national power and religion, and including 
the final victories obtained over them, the destruction of 
their city and temple, and their scattering to all the nations 
of the earth. In the earlier part of this stage there was a 
purer state of worship and less idolatry than during any 
previous period of their national existence. The observance 
of rites and ceremonies was the distinguishing feature, but 
alter they were conquered by the Syrians and Romans many 
conflicting doctrines and sects came into existence, and the 
unity of the nation was so broken as to preclude political or 
religious permavency. The people probably progressed in 
exalted ideas of Deity, and in & bélief in a state of existence 
after death, but the tendency to diaintegration and inhar- 
mony terminated their national career. What their number 
was after the final destruction of their temple and holy city 
perhaps eannot be stated with accuracy; but now, after 
eighteen hundred years hav passed by, they are estimated 
at four or five millions of people. "The sacrifice of anima!s 
to Jahveh was discontinued after their final dispersion, but 
others of what are called Mosaic rites, the Old Testament 
scriptures, together with the teachings of the Talmud, the 
religious views and ordinance of numerous priests and 
rabbis, gotten up some five hundred years after our era, 


sheep. When a realizing sense is taken of the amount of. 
‘oblige quite a number of your patrons, as well as myself. 


! not matter does not exist at all. 


were the principal religious authorities. The weekly wor- 
ship on the seventh day—their Sabbath—has been generally 
observed in synagogs in the various large cities where they 
hav resided. They hav been subjected to most cruel perse- 
cutions from the Cnristians in various nations, though from 
those very persecuted Jews their persecutors claimed they 
obtained their God Jahveh, their sacred scriptures and 
laws, their Lord Jesus Christ, and his mother, the holy Vir- 
gin Mary. It would seem the hight of inconsistency that & 
people from whom so much had been received—so much 
that is considered of more value than all else in the world— 
should be treated with such continued ostracism, persecu-. 


tion, and death. 
[ro BE CONTINUED.] 


What do You Believe? 


: Forr WonrH, Trxas, May 25, 1880. 
D. M. Bennett, Esq., Dear Sir: I trust you may pardon 
my seeming trespass. upon your valuable time, though I 
cannot refrain from tendering to you my heartfelt sympathy 
for the martyrdom you hav suffered for the cause of. truth 
and Liberalism. May the God of nature crown you with a 
resplendant halo of renown in your effort! You are gaining 
friends rapidly wherever THE TRUTH SEEKER is read. 
There are several subscribers to Tar TRUTH SEEKER who 
are very anxious to learn whether you are a Spiritualist or 
noi? By answering the above question you will very much: «. 


8. E. Moss. 


RzPLY.—In a reply to an Inquirer in our last, it is to be 
presumed we made it pretty clear that we are a Materislist, 
being of the opinion that everything that has an existence 
is matter in some of its many forms, and that whatever is 
We regard it, with the 
force or forces which eternally permeate it, and are insep- 
arably connected with it, as the Mos: High, the All in All, 
the Supreme Power, the God Almighty, which holds 
dominion everywhere, and over everything. The uuiverse 
contains and comprehends all forms of being, life, and 
existence. Itextends as far as space continues, and can 
hav no bounds.. There cannot, in our belief, be any force, 
life, or intelligence outside of the universe, which inevitably 
contains everything that is containable. Yes, we are a 
Materialist of the most pronounced type. None can be 
more of a Materialist than ourselves. 

Still, we are also something of a Spiritualist. We in- 
cline to a belief in a continued life. We regard our present 
existencé as a rudimentary state which at the change called 
death evolves into the ultimate, similar to the change from 
foe'al life to our present form. This is the way we hav 
arrived at this belief : We hav on several occasions received 
proofs of the existence of intelligence disconnected with 
visible and physical organiz:tions. Believing that no intel- 
ligence càn be produced save by an organization adapted to 
such production, we hav been forced to the conclusion that 
there are invisible organiz tions capable of producing intel- 
ligence. These organizations may be called spó;?ts, but if 
they exist at all they must be material beivgs, as really as 
a.e our bodies, only in a far more ethereal and sublimated 
state. ' 

These proofs referred to seemed satisfactory at the 
time, but we cannot deny that subsequently doubts arise, and 
whether there may not be some mistske about it, and that 
there are after all no invisible bodies, no individualities but 
what are tangible and visible. When, however, it is remem- 
bered that half the material composing the universe is invisi. 
ble, and that the entire substance composing the earth was 
once invisible, and is capable of becoming 20 again, we are 
forced to the admission that invisibility is no proof of non- 
existence. We hav easily and cheerfu'ly arrived at the 
conclusion that the powers and possibilities of.Matter, or in 
other words of the Üniverse, are not to be denied or cur- 
tailed. We can admit that in the economy of the universe 
even continued existence is possible after our crude physi- 
cal bodies hav disorganiz:d and returned to the elementary 
principles of nature. We can conceive the possibility that 
during our present stage of existence, while we are growing 
and perfecting our phyeical organizstions, we are also 
growing and perfecting an interior, subtile, ethereal, invis- 
ible, but still materia), body as perfectly organized, or more 
so, a8 our cruder bodies, capable of carrying on the proc- 
esses of eating, digesting, moving, and thinking, as really as 
those functions are performed in our crude and rudimenta] 
state. 

This theory may be true, or it may be untrue, but it is the 
only theory which, to our conception and comprehension, 
explains how intelligence separate from physical organiza- 
tions can be produced and kept up. While it is to ba 
acknowledged that there is much fravd in what are termed 
spizitualistic manifestations, we are convinced that there 
are phenomens, and that we hav witnessed them, not 
explainable on the fl‘ppant charge of fraud, Science may 
some time prove that these do not depend upon invisible 
organizations; but, unti] that is done, we cam see no theory 
to explain the phenomena which we hav witnessed, 0 prob. 
able as the one indicated. 

This question may ever remain a doubt to those in the 
physical and rudimentary condition, and we do not pretend 
to think it advisable to try to see beyond the range of our 
vision, or to inform ourselves about the facts, if there are 
any, connected with an invisible state of existence. We 
are quite willing to wait until we complete the journey of 
this life and are prepared to enter upon a more pleasing 
stage of existence. ‘‘ One world at a time” is a very good 
motto, and it is well to act up toit. Fortunately, there ig 
plenty here to occupy our entire attention; and it must be 
regarded better to make the best use of what we now hav 
rather than neglectit for what we may dream, conjeeture, 
or imagin may be in the summerland or beyond the shining 
river. There can be no better way than to liv this life ag 
Well as we possibly can, performing all our duties falthtully, 


Very respectfully, 


r 


7 


> 


Che ruth Seeker, ne 19, 1880. 


and with almost sole reference to the here and the now. If 
we liv this life well, we will certainly: be in a good condi- 
tion to enter upon another atage of existence, if there is one. 

We hay seen people who we thought, in their efforts to 
inform themaelves about the possible conditions of another 
life, neglected the duties of this. We cannot see the pro- 
priety of giving up a certainty for an uncertainty. This 
life is a positiv fact; the other is problematical. Let the 
best possible use be made of the positive, fact, leaving the 
problematical future till we are done with the present fact. 
If there is another state of individual existence after this, it 
is a part of the economy of the universe, and we caunot 
possibly escape it. When a small boy, we read a short, 
quaint sermon, something like this : . 

Teat,—‘' Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and 
naked shall I return thither.” 

In considering this subject, firstly, ig man’s ingress into the 
world ; secondly, his progress through the world ; and lastly, 
his egress out of the world. 

To return: His ingress into the world is naked and bare ; 
his progress through the world is trouble and care; his 
egress out of the world is, nobody knows where. 

In conclusion: We shall be well there if we do wel) here ; 
and I could tell you no more were I to preach a whole year. 


This little sermon is aged, more than half a century, to 
say the least, but the world has got little beyond it yet. 
We know about that much now, and no more. : 

We hav long been ready to acknowledge the benefit 
which Spiritualism has conferred upon the world in Liberal- 
izing humanity and dispelling the mists and fogs of super- 
stition and error. In this sense it has been a glorious sun 
in this world of ours. Many think the errors of Spiritual- 
ism are equal in maguitude to those of Christianity, but we 
entertain a different view. With all the errors, which may be 
laid at the door of Spiritualism it cannot be denied that it 
„has done a great amount of good. Its philosophy is agrees- 
ble and beautiful, and let us hope it is true. 

ro 


Harrah for Europe and the Brussels Congress. 


Quite a goodly number of lettera hav been received touch- 
ing the Freethinkers’ Congress to be held at Brussels within 
‘a few weeks, and nearly all in favor of a representation 
being made there of the Freethinkers of the United States, 
but the crowded state of our columns prevents their all 
appearing in this issue. Sufficient has been Jearned to con- 
vince us that a large proportion of American Liberals wish 
this International Congress to be recognized from this side 
of the water, and that a delegation be sent over. Some 
friends who are already in Europe can undoubtedly be 
induced to attend, and some who are still to go will join the 
number, enough in all to make up the number of ten dele- 
gates, ns named a few we:ka ego. We hav consented to be 
one of the number, if too many of our friends do not say 
n0. 
Such Lesgues and societies of Liberals and Freethinkers 
in the United States as hav a desire to be represented in the 
approaching Brussels Congress are requested to make out 
and sign a Certificate of the following tenor : 
To the Board of Directors and Officers of the Freethinkers' 
Congress at Brussels: 
.BRoTRERS IN TRUTH: Be it known to you that we, the 
President and Secretary of the ,8t 
i , in behalf of the members of 
our crgapbization, hereby authorize the following persons to 
act as delegates to represent us in your respected body, for 
conference, deliberation, and discussion upon the best 
means for promoting the advance of truth and mental lib- 
erty in the world. We shall be with you in heart and spirit 
if not in body. The following persons, or as mapy of them 
as can conveniently attend, are deputed by us as delegates 


'. and members of your organization : 


O. B. Frothingham (now in Europe), Mrs, Ernestine L. 
Rose (now in Europe), Mrs. Augusta Cooper Bristol, D. M. 
Bennett, A. L. Rawson, G. E. Hoffman (now in Europe), 
Alfred E. Giles (now in Europe), Edward Gastineau, Dr. 
T. 8. Andrews (aow in Jiurope), A. Minski. 

Hoping that your meeting may be pleasant, and that good 
resulis may follow your deliberations, we are 

Fraternally yours, 
, Sec’y. ; Pres. 


When signed by the president aud 'secretary of the 
League or other organization, please forward to the editor 
of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Or to A. L. Rawson, Secretary of 
the National Liberal League, 19 Lafayette Place, N.Y. 

The following are the donations received on the Euro- 
pean mission : ` 


James C. Lehmer, $500 John Cosgrove, $2 00 
Mark Rowe, M.D., 5.00 ` Pittsburgh L. L., , 9.00 
James D. Sutherland, 2.00 Julius Reichhelm, 1.00 
Louis Schrader, 3.00 Maria L, Follett, 1.00 
A, Minski, — 3.00 John W. Sherry, 1.00 
Ernest Rhein, 8.00 E. Sweeting, 1.00 
Mrs, Eliza H. Fales, 2.00 James Hampson, 1,00 
Mr. Burton, 200 Peter Soule, 1.00 
D. J. Sherer, 2.00 M. P. Thurston, 1,00 
P. Brinkerhoof, 200 A. Lavon, -50 
PLEDGED. 
Courtlandt Palmer, $5.00 T. L. Brown, M.D., $1.00 
P. Hillenkamp, 2.00 John Warr, 1.00 
Mrs. Maggie E. Clark, 100 George Smith, 1.00 
Washington McCann, 1.00 F, J. Emary, 1.00 


Many thanks to the friends who hav thus generously con- 
tributed for this purpose, and hav pledged to do so. We 
are sorry to say the above makes up but a small part of 
whst will be necessary to take A. L. Rawson and D. M. 
Bennett to Europe and back. May we still invite those 
generous friends who think American Liberals should be 


` 


Pa 


represented in that Congress, and who are in favor of our tion. We therefore recommend that the Constitution be 80 ^7 


going, to contribute for that purpose. Unless the funds are 
forthcoming we carnot go. It will not auswer to take a 
dollar out of our business, It would be far better to add 
something to it. If all who are able will help a little the 
matter can be easily accomplished. As it is desired to get 
away as early in July as possible, our friends are requested 
to remember us in time. We hope to be not forgotten. 


Four New Books 


Just issued from THE TRUTH SEEKER Press: | 

Tux JAMIESON-DITZLER Degare between Prof. W. F 
Jamieson, of Chicago, Ill., and Minnesota, and the Rev. 
Jacob Ditzler, D. D., of Kentucky. Held in Kirksville, 
Mo., during nine evenings, May 20-29, 1878. Synopsis 
report—ofücial. This book of 220 pages givs an interesting 
presentation of the theclogical questions which divide 
Christians and Liberals. The Rev. Ditzler is regarded as 
an able defender of his favorit Christian doctrines, but it 
will undoubtedly be admittei by the reader that Prof, 
Jamieson fully met all he had to offer. . Christian readers will 
take more kindly to à Work of this kind, giving both sides 
an equally fair Chance; than to books on our side only. 
Price, in paper covers, 50 cents; well bound, 75 cents. 


Tar OnERaYxMAN's Victims. A Radical Romance, by 
Mra. J. E. Bill. This pamphlet of over one hundred pages 
is a pleasing, animated, domestic story, presenting Liberal 
thought in an agreeable manner, and will be read by thou- 
sands where heavier, drier, and more philosophical and 
metaphysical works are not preferred. It is a good story to 
lend Christian neighbors to read. Price, 25 cents. 


. PocxET TuEoLocy. By Voltaire. Translated from the 
French by Miss Ellen Carroll. The first time ever pub- 
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amended as to lay the same prohibition upon the legislature 
of each state, and to forbid the appropriation of public 
funds to the support of sectarian schools. 

Col. Ingersoll was not a member of that Convention for 
nothing, and we see his potent fiager in this plank. Now 
if his candidate, Blaine, had been nominated, there. might 
hav been some chance of obtaining such an amendment ; 
, but to make a proper political balance, measures and men, 
, and the one diametrically opposed to the other, the Con- 
, vention ought to hav equatted Edmunds on that plattorm— 

the man who champions the God-in-the-Constitution amend- 
ment in the U. S. Senate. Under Garfield and Arthur, 
, Baptists both, if they ever come within gun-shot of having 
any chance to influence such an amendment, we shall see 
how heartily this plank will be accepted and carried into 
Constitutional law by them. T. C. L, 


Buckeye Brevities. 


THEODORE WHEATON, Allens, Miami county, O., writes : 
; "After this coming campaign I believe Liberalism will grow 
faster than at any other time in its history. While I pro- 
pose to keep the matter before the people of this vicinity, I 
shall await a more opportune time to attempt forming an 
auxiliary. A failure would be a serious drawback to future 
efforts.” There are a number of Liberals up there, but 
they seem to be troubled with that peculiar weakness of the 
knees and backbone so prevalent among Liberals elsewhere. 
Come, gentlemen, brace up! Mr. Wheaton is working hard 
to further the cause, and I hope our friends up there will 
lend him a hand in getting up a League as soon as practica 
ble. As Mr. Wheaton is not overly blessed with this 
world's goods, and has besides a large family to support, T 
request such of our Liberals who do not preserve their In- 


lished in English. The pamphlet contains nearly five hun. | vestzgators or TRUTH SEEKERS to mail them to him. He 
dred of Voltaire's sharp, terse, sarcastic, scathing defini- | pledges himself, on the honor of an Infidel, to put them 
tions of theological and ecclesiastical subjects, terms, and | Where they will do the most good. 


dogmas. There is nothing in the world like it. Every- 
body ought to hav a copy. 130 pages, price, only 25 cents. 


WILL the gentleman who wrote over the non de plume 
*' Disciple of Ingersoll" in the Miami Democrat, of Pigna, 


An OUTLINE oF THE Faenca REVOLUTION, Irs CAUSES |O., please send me his name and address ? ‘There ought to 


AND RzsuLTS. By W. 8. Bell. 
period of ‘history in the world more interesting or more 
important than the French Revolution in the last century; 
and Mr. Bell has traced it ably and in an interesting man- 


ner. Every one who reads it will be pleased with it. 
Price, 25 cents. Send to this cffice for these four interest- 
ing books, — 


— À i M M9 


There is probably no |be a first-class League at Pigna. 


Man. SHELDEN E. Cooxz, Chillicothe, O., writes: '* Noth- 
ing would please me more than to get up an Auxiliary, 
could we maintain one. But I must demur at present, be- 
cause such an organization would, from loss of interest, 
die out in time, leaving us to be laughed at by Christians 
unless sustained by one or more salaried officers, whose 


A MISTAKE was made in last week’s Issue as to the price | Pusiness it would be (like a preacher'a) to constantly arouse 


of Mrs. Burns’ Liberal Hymn Book. It ig, in paper covers, 

15 cents; in boards, 25 cents. We again say what we said 

before, thousands of copies of it should be sold. 
——— d Q ——————— 


Letter from ** Antichrist.” 


BrotseR BENNETT : Inasmuch as the sales of the '' Rov- 
elations of Antichrist” by THE TRUTH SEEKER during your 


imprisonment hav fallen somewhat short of what the author | they are to get for so doing. 


the membership into life and activity for the sake of obtain- 
ing the salary. It is my experience that men (especially 
business men and poor men) will soon weary in well 
doing, will tire of any work, unless receiving compen- 
sation in some form. Mere fame does not answer. The 
priesthood understand this question thoroughly. They, 
themselves, keep their churches alive and in working 
order solely for the sake of the salaries, or contributions 
Can you refer me to 


hoped, please accept another hundred copies, unbound, as | any method whereby a League can be kept active and work- 


a further donation to the Defense Fund by ANTICHRIST. 
[Many thanks to this generous friend. More than once 


ing without paid officers?” 
A pertinent question, which I submit to our Liberals for 


hav we thus been placed under obligations to him. May he | consideration and reply. My experience has been the same 


liv many years and happily!—Ep. T. 8 ] 


: The American Astronomical Clock. 


as Mr. Cook's; until the Liberal! Leagues of thecountry fol- 
low the example of some Free Religionist societies, and em- 
ploy asalaried lecturer or teacher I fear that none of them 
is safe from the dry rot of apathy and indifference, which 


We recently passed a very pleasant evening at Tammany | sooner or later makes its appearance. 


Hall, on 14th street, in witnessing this wonderful piece of 
mechanism, as advertised on another page. It is unneces- 


Mr. D. N. MonLEr, Lebanon, Ohio, writes words of 


sary to repeat what is there aaid, it being only necessary to | €nCOUragrment, and sends & small remittance, toward de- 
any that the statement there made is not at all exaggerated, | {"aying expenses of stationery and postage. This is the 
Felix Meier, the maker, is indeed a wonderful mechanic, | 8¢Cond time that gentleman has come to my assistance, If 
He resolved, when he undertook this great enterprise, to | ‘here Were more Liberals like him in this state something 
excel the world-renowned Strasburg clock, made some three} more could be done in the way of pushing on the work. 
centuries ago. After devoting over ten years principally | Printing, stationery, etc., cost money, and it is a trifle 
'o this great achievement, composed of over two thousand | We8rying in the long run to pay it all out of one’s own 


wheels, he finally accomplished his object ina most mas 


pocket. I hav never asked, and shall never ask for one red 


terly manner.’ Besides the clock arrangement, it represents | Cent for any services I may render the Liberal cause. I giv 


in miniature the complicated operations of the solar system, 


them freely. But hereafter I decline to answer any letters 


including the motion of the earth on its axis, and the moon unless postage stamps for the return are inclosed. That’s 


revolving around it. The automatic part of the production 

is also. marvelous in iteelf. Asa piece of fine carving, the 

cage is rarely excelled. The following letter is one among 
the many that hav been received in reference to it: 

Cuicaco PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 

Cn1caao, Nov. 13, 1879. } 

Mr. F. Meier, My Dear Sir: I cannot find words to ex- 

press my admiration for your marvelous clock. 1 hav stood 

before it spell-bound for hours. I wish every man, woman, 


and child in the community could see it. 
Sincerely yours, Duane Dory, 


Superintendent. 
—— tl € ——— 


flat. Cuas, J. HEREOLD, 
Cincinnati, O., June 8. Ch. O. 8. Com. L, L. 


—— ll M 


George Chainey. 


This brave young preacher, of Evansville, Ind., who has 
recently renounced Christianity and proposes hereafter to 
preach the religion of science, has accepted an invitation to 
speak at the Hornellsville Freethinkers’ Convention, Mr. 
Chainey would like to spend some two or three weeks about 
that time lecturing; and the Liberals who reside on the line 
of the railroad between Evansville and Hornellsville and in 


Mns. NegTTIE Pease Fox has commenced a series of lec- | central and western New York are requested to correspond 
tures to continue for several weeks, before the Second | with Mr, Chainey and engage his valuable services. 


Society of Spiritualists at Masonic Temple. We had the 


The subjects upon which Mr. Chainey will lecture are the 


pleasure of hearing her last Sunday morning. Her subject|following: 1. The Church of the Future; 2, Col. Robert 
was, ' Science, the Providence of Humanity." Her dis- | G. Ingersoll; 3. The Value of Agnostic Religion as Revealed 


course was a sensible one, 


fully. 


Ever So Little. 


She handled her subject skil-| in the Contradictions of Unitarianism. 


Mr. Chainey writes, ‘‘ This last lecture is prepared with 
forty letters before me on my case from different members 
of our [the Unitarian] denomination, each one of which 


“The world do move,” and so * do? the Republican contradicts every other.” 


party. Here is the bait thrown out to Liberals in the plat- 
form just hammered up at Chicago. 
affirms in plank: 


4, The Constitution wisely forbids Congress to make any 
law respecting an establishment of religion, but it is idle to 


hope that the nation can be protected against the influence |: 1 r Ó 
of sectarianism while each state is exposed to ita domina- | them ready for delivery in a few days. 


Mr. Chainey is a fine looking young man, as I see by the 


The Convention | photographs which he sent me, ard as he will hereafter get 


little aid from the church, I hope every Liberal will send 
and get cne of these photographs. (Cabinet size, 40 cents ; 
card size, 25 cents.) 

The publishers who are getting out his sermons will hav 
H, L, GREEN, 


ami icr ertt ui laeta mr 
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Ge Truth Seeker, Tune 45, 1680, 


Comparativ Mythology. 


To tix EDITOR or Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Within the 
last century Dupies, Volney, and Taylor hav taken tle 
ground that Christianity is as one with the solar mytholc- 
gies. Later along, R. W. MacKay, in two volumes of 
“ Progress of the Intellect,” excellently set forth much in 
this relation. Dz. Inman in “Ancient Faiths” and other 
works has also presented the ancient mode of doing Lord 
solarwise in correspondence with tbe physical or phy- 
siological modes of being in personifications by them 
of old time. So, too, Payne Knight in '' Symbolical Lan- 
guage of Ancient Art and Mythology." The learned Free- 
masons, a8 Dr. Oliver in ‘Signs and Symbols” and ‘History 
of Initiations," hav also found many things significant of 
a common origin of all the religions. Of late years, others 
hav been mining in the ‘old fields, as the Rev. George W. 
Cox in “Aryan Mythologies.” A Catholie writer in his 
** Keys of the Creeds” givs a solar view of Christianity as 
the true one in conjunction with the sex relations as the 
pasis of all the religions whence the spiritual evolutions 
hav arisen. J. P. Lundy, in “Monumental Christianity,” 
from a Christian standpoint of '* God's word ” to gather up 
the fragments 80 that nothing be lost, differs so little from 
the heathen that he appears almost utterly submerged in 
the many waters of ear!y Ohristianity so unlike to heathen- 
dom as flowing from the common fount. If the Hebrew 
fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the 
sea, as per Paul, and were [all baptized unto Moses in 
the cloud and in the sea with the Christ-rock following 
them, it may be rather difficult to do this conglomerate or 
pudding-stone of the Bible, sometimes called the rock of 
galvation. 

Bt. Paul calls it ''that spiritual rock and that rock was 
Christ," mystically the Stone of Israel and the moving 
heavens or Sinai by the showing of ''time and faith." No 
wonder then that Colenso found such. short commons of 
the literal rock for two or three millions of people and 
much cattle. 

Is Jesus historical, or is he only a mythical person shad- 
ing off into Christ the spirit, or simnly the person of a 
drama in the name of the Lord or the wisdom of those 
days?. When all is within the vail of the ancient wisdom, 
and wisdom was justified of all her children, all we can 
say is that the hero-God of Christianity is clothed in the 
mythical drapery of those days, and that often the letter 
killeth where the esoteric wisdom giveth life. Hence we 
must wait for more light to decide whether Jesus was of 
flesh and blood or incarnate in personification of the sun, 
as was Adonis, ‘‘ our Lord,” mystically slain. - 

Says Lundy: "It is a most singular and astonishing fact 
sought to be developed in this work, that the Christian 
faith, as embodied in the Apostles’ Creed finds its parallel, or 
dimly foreshadowed countepart, article by article, in the dif- 
ferent systems Of paganism here brought under review. No 
one can be more astonished than the author himself. It reveals 
a unity of religion, and.shows that the faith of mankind 
has been essentially one and the same in all ages,” 

t Here, then, is the whole groundwork granted by the 
learned Christian, though the Mosaic compiler of '* God's 
word" had said that ''their rock is as notas our rock, 
themselves being judges." But when ''the Lord came 
from Sinai and rose up from sin unto them," whon ''he 
shined forth from Mount Paran, and came with ten thou- 
gand saints, and from his right hand a fiery law for them,” 
he had rather a solar look. So, too, when he came from 
Teman and the holy ones from Mount Paran” and so, too, 
s when his glory covered the heavens, and the earth was 
full of his praise." On the same wise did Ezekiel behold 
him as he ‘‘came from the way of the East, with a voice like 
a noise of many waters, and the earth shined with his 
glory.” Who was he but the sun, with the sky-father, 
when the seventy elders of Israel saw him, “and, as it 
were, the body of heaven in his brightness?” Nor less when 
“there wont up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of 
his mouth devoured?” Who was he but the sun as set 
forth in ‘‘ the revelations of St. John?” Here was the first 
of natural kingdom of heaven in conjunction with the sub- 
jectiv or spiritual, constituting the gospel, of the kingdom 
visible and the kingdom invisible should reflect each other— 
the kingdom of heaven within as well as the heavenly 
father who rode in excellency on the sky by his name Jab, 
and more or less incarnate in the various humanity of flesh 
and blood. 

Among the new Workers serving truth wherever found, 
on heathen or on Christian ground, are Anderson in ‘Norse 
Mythology,” and Julia Clinton Jones in the ‘ Valhalla.” 
In these we shall find the sun altogether lovely and chiefest 
among ten thousand. Says Anderson: “ Myth is the oldest 
form of truth, and mythology is the knowledge which the 
ancients had of the divine. The object of mythology is to 
find ‘God and come to him,’ or as Paul would say, ‘ That 
they seek the Lord if happly they might feel after him and 
find him," seeing that on every hand he is as one with us 
in all the modes of being." Bays Mrs. Jones: *' Baldur, the 
sun-god, was innocence—light of the world—the personi- 
fication of the summer sun, slain by the long dark winter of 
the North.” So was Adonis slain by the northern winter, 
Boar; and the mythical Jesus of St. John is slain from the 
foundation of the world by the same movement of the 
heavens as in personification of the corflict between Baldur 
and Loki, or God and Satan. In the sides of the North was 
the mansion of Lucifer or Satan, who would exalt his throne 
above the stars of God, as per Isaiah. As Loki was received 
in Asgard—home of the gods—so was Lucifer cherished in 
heaven till for striving against the light he was cast out by 
the invincible sun-god. Thus did Satan, like lightning, fall 
from heaven. As Loki descended on earth and brought 
forth the serpent, so Lucifer fell from his high estate as that 
game old serpent called the Devil, and Satan came down to 


needful to existence.” 


the earth, having great wrath, with woe to the inhabitants 
of earth on the short commons of the winter sky. 

The Persian machinery used by St. John would be 
equally applicable in the ** Norse Mythology." Likewise, 
as Gabriel with ilaming sword stands at the gate of heaven, 
80 stood Heindal at Asgard’s portal; and as he in dreadful 
Ragnarock sounded the summons on great Gjallerhorn, so 
shall Gabriel, with his trump, call the quick and the dead 
to judgment . . . even soto us comes our day of doom 
when Satan shall be loosed out of his prison. When 
there shall be war in heaven and Michael and his angels 
shall fight against the dragon, whose angels shall fight with 
him, when the earth shall be consumed, and the heavens 
depart as a scroll when it rolled together, and when time 
shell be no more.” Thus the Valhalla. l 

How is it possible to separate Biblical mythology from 
the heathen when the parallels move so aptly side by side, 
and the goats are gathered in the sign Capricornus, and the 
sheep in the sign of Aries, the ram, or the lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world, the goats going 
down the brink of everlasting woe, and the sheep to fresh 
woods and pastures new, provided in the regeneration or 
resurrection from the old things passed away? How shall 
we know how tosing the song of Moses and the Lamb, 
and sound the loud timbrel o'er Egypt’s dark sea, without 
the heathen chorus, or a little more faith in Jesus? At 
each spring Easter equinox a new heaven and a new 
earth were created. In the “astronomy of the ancients the 
nativity of the world was brought within the grasp of 
astrological computation, and the sign Aries was supposed 
to be upon the meridian at this great natal hour.” In apt 
gegson the Lord himself descended from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God. Behold, he cometh with clouds, and there shall 
appear the sign of the son of man in heaven, and he himself 
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory, 
for as the lightning or sun cometh out of the east, so shall 
the coming of the son of man be. Mystically or mythically, 
he was alway the Coming man in the regeneration or resurrec- 
tion from the descent into hell, and those men of Galilee 
who saw Jesus go up in a Cloud would see him come again 
as they had seen him go. ; 

Now let us hav a word from the ''Anglican parson and 
Catholic priest.” He says: “It has been my function to 
advocate the claims of faith. As a man I am not the 
less alive to those of the intellect, and indeed, as T go 
on you will find that it was on grounds rational rather than 
religious that I adhered to the profession of my creed so 
long after the dissipation of the early illusions under whose 
influence that creed received my implicit adherence. 

“In plain language, I conscientiously remained an officiat. 
ing priest of the Catnolic church even while convinced that 
the authority and doctrins of the church “are founded 
altogether in what would commonly be regarded as an illu- 
sion, And in the letters which will follow this one, I pro- 
pose to show you the sense in which and the reasons why 
I and every thinker who deserves the name are compelled 
80 to regard them, to put you in possession, in fact, of the 
keys of the creeds.” . 

This he proceeds to do-by developing the old nature-wor- 
ship, physical and spiritual, whereof the sun in the times 
&nd seasons had his kingdom on earth as it is in heaven, or 
in the Father's house of many mansions. He finds that 
** Jahveh or Jehovah denotes both sexes in combination.” 
Dr. MacKay in “Lexicon of Freemasonry ” also shows the 
make-up of Jahveh or Jehovah in the he-she of the Lord. 
Kuenen, in ‘Bible for Learners" givs the ineffable name 
as Yarweh. This is the name given under heaven whereby 
we must be saved when transubstantiated in the name of 
Jesus, Christ, or the Holy Ghost, or all in combination, 
with here a little and there a little, or not much. 


“ Surely, if there be anywhere a visible manifestation of 


God which can be accepted as the brightness of his glory 
and the express image of his person, it is the kingly orb on 
which we depend utterly for light and life, and all things 
It ig the sun who is in all the full- 
ness of the Godhead bodily, and he is personified in a thou- 
sand influences of the great spirit, 


That changed through all, and yet in all the same, 
Great in the earth as in the ethereal frame. 

It is the sun who moves in parallel *' with the main 
circumstances narrated in the life of Christ, from his con- 
ception and birth to his ascension and reception into 
heaven.” 

So little i8 there strange and recondite in these facts that 
it is a perpetual marvel among the initiated how even the 
least incredulous of the laity continue to ignore them—a 
marvel not unmixed with apprehension as to the result that 
would follow from their becoming enlightened. The blind 
impetuosity on the other hand with which Protestant sects 
indignantly denounce idolatry, pagan or Catholic, while 
themselves offering palpable homage to the sun under the 
name of Christ, is to us a never-failing source of amuze- 
ment. 

I am glad to see that the Philadelphia Spiritual paper, 
Mind and Matter, is publishing considerable to show the 
identity. of Christianity "with the solar worship of the 
ancient mysteries, for surely the Spiritualists should be so 
much enlightened as not to be kept in bonds to the name of 
Christian Spiritualism, but should walk with open vision 
in the sight of all Israel and the sun. C. B. PECKHAM. 

————— 9 .,——————— 


Again in the Field. 

To TuE EDITOR or THe TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Please 
announce in Tug TRUTH SEEXxER that I hav decided to 
again enter the activ field of labor as a lecturer on Spirit- 
ualism and Liberalism as well as a physician and magnetic 
healer, lama thorough Spiritualist and, I hope, a Liber- 
alist also, although not a Materialist, If my oldtime friend 


be in Minnesota by the 10th of June. 
East again in due time, 


fairly that real truth and fact will be won. 
part, would rather not gain a Victory over one who thought 


‘holy truths. 


Bro. W. F. Jamieson has not converted the good people of 
my old state (where I lived fifteen years) I shall be pleased 


to hav a few words to say to them on the relations of the 
Spiritual and Material theories of evolution. 
For the summer and fall months my address will be at 


‘Redwood Falls, Redwood county, Mianesota. Those desir- 
ing my services either ag a healer or lecturer will please 


address me as above. Iam on my way West now and shall 
I intend to return 


Yours fraternally, JOHN Brown SMITH, . 
Binghamton, N. Y., June 5, 1880. 


—————— oe ———— — 


A Few More Words for E. A. Chapman. 


FRIEND BENNETT: I would like to say a few words 


in response to E, A. Chapman in your issue of June 6th. I 


am certainly obliged to him for his generous confession that 


Elmina criticises him fairly, and hope all Liberals will try 


to be liberal, broad, and charitable. We. are seeking for 
truth, and it is only by exchanging thoughts and experiences 
I, for my 


differently from myself, if by winning it I was the means 


of leading any inquirer away from truth, and into the 
swamp’s bogs and fens of error. 


No, I would yield even to 
the exponents of the old Bible mythology if they could 
prove to my satisfaction th&t Adam married his own flesh 
and blood, in the form of a woman made from his rib, that 


Elisha cursed little children, and persuaded his fetich to 


send she-bears to tear them in pieces, or that Solomon was 
a good, pure, true man, and yet claimed ownership of the 
bodies, souls, and hearts of one thousand women, or any 
other of the monstrous things the book calls divine and 
I want truth, even though it conflicts with all 
I hold dear, precious, and holy. So if friend Chapman can 
prove we liv after death, I am ready to believe, and glad 
and willing to do so—if 'tis there truth is. 

But I can not understand how Mr. Chapman can recon- 
cile all that seems so improbable and wonderful with the 
known laws of nature. Will he tell us how all the millions 
and billions and quintillions of human beings who hav 
lived and died in the world during the countless ages since 
it has been inhabited are able to employ and enjoy them- 
selves on ‘‘this earth ?” And why is it that we do not find 
them more advaneed in knowledge of all kinds than the 
living one ? If one man could liv here right straight on for 
5,000 years, in fall strength of body or mind, and grow, 
progress, develop, and learn all the time, just think what a 
mass of information he would possess ! True, we now stand’ 
upon all the acquired wisdom of the past, and, in a man- 
ner, begin where our fathers left off, but we all hav to spend 
years in learning even that, hoarded information; and by the 
time we reach the threshhold of true knowledge, we are 
beginning to go down the hill of life, and must giv it all up, 
whereas if we could go right on for ages and ages there 
would be such grand powers of mind developed as we can 
not now even conceive of. But do any of the supposed 
spirits ever manifest anything of this superiority to their 
human living companions? It is not Materialists who “ fix 
the limit to progression,” but rather those who with ages 
and ages of continued life show us so little of real progress, 

We will suppose for instance that Edward Gibbon is still 
living, with *' this earth as abiding place," and with all his 
ardent love of history thrilling his spirit, and with the 


power of not only reading all later historical works than 


his, but also of going to the place he would learn about, and 
calling around him the people themselves, and knowing real 
facts. Just think whata history not only of the '' Decline 
ofthe Roman Empire," he might write, but of the whole 
world, and of prehistoric ages and times, as well. 

I did not intend to convey the idea that the ‘misfortunes 
and accidents of life were equal to the blessings," by any 
means, No true observer of nature and her laws would 
declare this, for all that liv liv for happiness, and the pain 
and sorrows are accidents, and 
" Though the eye may be dimmed with its grief-drop awhile, 

And the whitened lip sigh forth its fear, 

Yet pensiv indeed is the face where the smile 

Is no oftener seen than the tear,” 
But I did s&y misfortunes, Sorrows, and miseries are just as 
much fulfilments of nature’s promises as are the joys and 
blisses, hopes and pleasures that are showered upon us, 
All are the results of circumstances, and are inevitable 
under certain environments and conditions. As there is 
nothing perfect, law is continually violated. But I doubt 
that we can take our choice always, as to harmonizing with 
a wrong or aright law. Our actions depend upon the will, 
and the will is controlled by organization and surrounding 
influences. I do not think I look on the “dark side” as 
often as the average individual does, but I do not shut my 
eyes to the failures, and say that nature always works for 
the happiness of man or beast, tree or flower, nor do I be- 
lieve in the philoscphy of any ism that rests its issues on 
dreams, visions, and imaginary effects. 

Our friend spoke in one of his letters of a desire for & 
glass of beer, and that desire being gratified the thirst in - 
creased, till he became alarmed and sought for the cause, 
and found that a drunken spirit was using his organism, 
Now, to me, the case looks entirely different. Had it been 
me, [ should hay resolutely refused to drink that first glass, 
for both hygienic and moral reasons, but had I drank it, 
ahd found the taste increasing, I should hav thought a 
wrong condition of health called for the stimulus, and that 
the continued increase of appetite resulted from gratifying 
an impure longing. We all know a propensity nourished 
and fostered is apt to increase and grow. I think our friend 
will find it hard to prove that any spirit was the cause of 
his appetite. If the manifestations, so many of which we 
hear and read of, really occur, without thaumaturgical 
human skill, I own there is something wonderful, myateri- 


ous, and incomprehensible about them, but am willing to 


wait for time and science to explain the phenomena, Bring 
in the evidences and proofs for and against and let us see 
if we cannot make some new and valuable discovery of a 


force as yet not comprehended and understood. Let us do 


all this in love, kindness, and toleration, and With an earnest 


desire for truth, rather than a selfish victory. 


“ Not enjoyment, and not sorrow, 

Is our destined end and way; 

But to act that each to-morrow 
Find us further than to-day, 

Let us then be up and doing, 
With a heart for any fate, 

Still achieving, still pursuing, 
Learn to labor and to wait.” 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER. 
Snowvil'e, Va., June 7, 1880. ; 
——— — i or — 


Cheering Words from California. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Inspired 


by the.untiring zeal and magnificent energy of H. L. Green, 


Chairman of the Executive Committee of the National Lib- 
eral League, and in memory of the triumph of the heroic 


Freethinker, D. M. Bennett, over the Christian fanatics, 


Benedict, Comstock & Co., I determined to go to work and. 
organize an Auxiliary League of the National Liberal 
League in this city. I am happy to say that my effort has 
been crowned with success, that the big-hearted and spir- 


ited Liberals of San Francisco nobly responded to the call. 


I think we hav the most unique and remarkable auxiliary in 
the list of nearly two hundred now united &nd devoted to 
The signers are true men, and repte- 


the mother League. 
rent the following nations: United S:ates, Italy, France, 
Germany, England, Mexico, South America (Columbia), 
and Canada. Is not this cosmopolitan? Is not this a hope- 
ful sign for the great and glorious cause of Freethought, 
which means justice for humanity? 


The following are the names and professions of the char- 
ter members in the order as signed: Byron Adonig, journal- 
ist; G. B. Cevasco, editor and proprietor of La Voce del 
Popolo ; Charles Durand, journalist; I. N. Choynski, mer- 
chant; Dr. Geo. H. Fowler; W. J. McCormick, merchant ; 
J. M. Pimentel, editor and proprietor Zl Zecolote (Spanish 
daily); J. L. Hatch, journalist; F. Epson, editor and pro- 


prietor La Sociedad ; Dr. G. C. Hoadley. 


I could hav procured a hundred names to the call, but did 
not deem this necessary. When we get our charter, which 


I sent for to-day, we will call a meeting, elect our officers, 


and then it is the intention of each charter member to go 
among his friends and procure new members. Dr. Hoadley 
has a list of forty-eight members of a former Freethought 
This 
body will join us as a unit when we receive our charter. 
San Francisce has, without doubt, more Freethinkers than 
any other city of its population in the republie, and they 


organization, of which J. L. Hatch was President, 


are to be found alike in all nationalities. 


Now that we hav finally made à move, I hope that the 
National Liberal League will be proud of us, and that its 
honored and revered President, Hon. Elizur Wright, dwell- 
ing by the Atlantic, will accept a hearty hand-shake from 


the Freethinkers dwelling by the Pacific. 
Bennett, we hav sympathized with you and suffeted with 


.youin your incarceration in the penitentiary whither you 


were unjustly sent by that infamous spirit of religious 
fanaticism which has deluged this beautiful earth of ours 
with innocent and precious human life, that spirit accursed 
which has slaughtered poor humanity because it dared to 
think, dared to be free., We congratulate you upon your 
liberty, congratulate you that the fresh air and the golden 
sunshine, the green fields, and all nature are yours again to 
erjoy and feast your eyes vpon. . We glory in the heroic 
devotion with which the Freethinkers East, West, North, 
and South hav stood by you in your hour of terrible ordeal. 
Tux TRUTH SEEKER live, you liv, you are restored to your 
faithful, devoted wife and true friends. Your enemies 
tried to crush and ruin you ; your friends said they should 
not. You hav triumphed and your enemies are vanquished 
and humiliated. The infamous persecution which you hav 
suffered has united us Freethinkers from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, from the Gulf of Mexico to the far Northland as 
we were never before united. In the National Liberal 
League we are à band of brothers warring for simple justice 
for every human soul, regardless of creed, color, or nation- 
ality. 
Please aceept $1 for THE TRUTH SEEKER fund, 
Unflinchingly in the ranks of Freethought, Yours, 

Byron ÅDONIS. 
San Francisoo, Cal., May 14, 1880. . 


Goody-Good Hugh Hastings. 

The daily Truth, the second day after Ingersoll's lecture, 
contained the following : 

Our eminently pious contemporary, the Commercial Ad- 
vertiser, owned and edited by the distinguished and pious 
Hugh Hastings, whose piety, however, does not date back to 
his youth, if we are to accept with credence the statements 
made in a certain letto: of which we hav a dim recollection 
and to which his signature is attached, is terribly exercised 
at the prospect of a complete undermining of public morals 
by the publication of the ‘‘ blasphemous harangues ” of Col, 
** Bob” Ingersoll. 

Hugh Hastings seems to hav an especial aversion to the 
daily newspapers '' which are publishing long reports” of 
these harangues. This means Truth, for no other paper 
published what could be called a long report yesterday. 
Hastings does not mention Truth by name, for that would 
advertise it to the public, and somebody would learn that 
there is such a paper as Truth. [N. B. Hasting’s paper 


circulates 2,000 copies per day, and Truth circulates 40,000. | 


We are, therefore, very sorry we are not designated by name 
in Hasting’s valuable advertising medium. ] 


Ghe Cent Berker, Tune 19, 1888. 


Hastings, with unconscious humor, remarks that Anthony 
Comstock has been swift to pursue D, M. Bennett '' for the 
writing and publication of the book called ‘ Cupid's Yokes,’ 
in which there was not one vulgar passage,” and calla upon 
him to go for Truth upon iis Ingersoll publications. We 
speak of this as humorous, first, because Mr, Bennett did 
not write ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes ;" second, because the Commer- 
cial did not know it was a clean book, or that Bennett had 
been persecuted until, at the risk of Anthony Comstock’s 
vengeance, Truth published the fact; third, because the 
Commercial, to use the metaphor ironically, threw a slipper 
after Bennett when he was outrageously and unjustly con- 
victed, and waited for Truth, which it now wants punished 
for blasphemy, to defend him before 1t recognized his inno- 
cence, j 

But the Commercial would hav us prosecuted for blas- 


-|phemy. When a jury of twelve men can be gathered who 


wil condemn the open, honest, and truthful discussion of 
religious questions as blasphemy, we are ready for Anthony 
Comstock, or Hugh Hastings himself for that matter, to 
come-on with their prosecution; but they had probably 
better not do so before, for some one might get seriously 
worsted in the encounter. It wouldn't be Truth. 

But what nonsense, at this day, to speak of Col. Inger- 
soll as blasphemous, or predict an undermining of public 
morals by his ‘‘ harangues.” Compare the mau Ingersoll, 
in any of his relations, with Comstock or with Hugh 
Hastings, as Hugh Hastings has drawn his. own portrait, 
and the contrast will be so brilliant in favor of the orator 
that the kind of piety the other two deal in will seem 
excessivly stale, flat, and unworthy. 

However, some of our correspondents hav endeavored to 
prove to us the greater profitableness of piety, and perhaps 
their manifold letters hav so touched Hugh Hastings’ heart 
that he thinks he discerns in his religious “boon” many 
fat advertisements from the business houses of the faithful. 

ps ge REDKTROCRIN 


Public Prosecutors. 


To THE EDITOR oF Tux Taura BEEKER, Sir: At the 
risk of being considered a bore I am tempted to write you 
about public prosecutors. Iu a neighboring state a public 
prosecutor is reported as saying of one of the intended wit- 
nesses in & recent trial, “that he was afraid to put her on 
the stand lest she should do more harm than good.” 

“ During the late war, at the court martial held in this 
city for the trial of a reporter charged with prematurely 
publishing information of the movements of our naval 
forces, by which our opponents were enabled to frustrate 
our intentions, after the members of the court had been 
sworn in, the President, a gray-haired veteran, proceeded to 
administer the oath to the judge-advocate. He said, ‘ You 
are not to forget that you are the representative of the peo- 
ple, and of the prisoner at the bar as well, for he is one of 
the people whom you represent. While it ie your duty to 
bring to our knowledge all facts having a bearing on his 
guilt, itis also your duty to inform us of everything that 
may come to your knowledge tending to prove his inno- 
cence. You are not to stand here in the light of a persecutor, 
but must act without bias or prejudice.’” 

Another writer declares: ‘‘ About three years ago an ex- 
United States district attorney said, ‘During my term of 
office I hav had convicted and sent to state prison more 
than two hundred persons, who, if they had been defended 
by a competent lawyer, would hav been acquitted. But it 
was not my business to look out for them.’ ” 

“ How often do we read in trial reports of the tact and in- 
genuity displayed by prosecuting attorneys in augmenting, 
twisting, and turning simple facts so that they will present 
an Unfavorable aspect to a court and jury. Would it not be 
well for the community if our district attorneys and public 
prosecutors were instructed in the claims of justice as well 
as the duties of office, in order that innocent men may not 
be unjustly convicted to swell the pride of office!” 

The above are mainly extracts from communications 
which appeared in the Sun newspaper, to be followed by 
some remarks of my own Which were omitted for reasons 
I hav explained to you. Yours truly, 

New York city. - W. B. sickens, 


[There ig no question but what large numbers of persons 
tried for various crimes and sent to our prisons, are innocent 
of the charges made against them. ` While serving our time 
as a convict and coming in contact with many others sery- 
ing out their various respective terms, we came to the con- 
clusion that fully twenty-five per cent of the convictions of 
ourcourts are unjustly obtained. Some from inadequate 
counsel, some from perjury, but more because of the poy- 
erty, obscurity, and want of influence on the part of ihe 
accused. A man without money, influence, and friends 
stands but little chance of receiving real justice. It is a 
lamentable fact that our courts are more the propagators of 
injustice than the dispensers of justice.—En. T, 8.] 

——— —— —— 


Letter from E. €. Walker. 


Bro. BENNETT: Attend the Brussels Congress by all 
means; go as one of the most honorable and honored rep- 
resentatives of American F'reethought. 

'The minions and penny-a-liners of Comstock & Co. all 
over the country are shrieking about the ‘‘ notorious Ben- 
nett.” Let us unite and take the odium out of that adjec- 
tive as applied to the martyr of free maile. Bennett, Raw- 
son, and Frothingham will make an excellent trio of 
delegates. The emancipated minds of all the earth must 
combine into one solid phalanx of liberty-lovers and justice- 
lovers. ‘ 

Fraternize as the undaunted co-workers in the same great 
cause, never forgetting that those who lift the sword of 
revolt against the old world tyrants are working with us for 
the redemption of humanity from the slavery of ignorance 


E 


and superstition, from the thrall alike of priest, and king, 
and thief. Let no narrow contracted ideas of religion keep 
us from extending thehand of sympathy and encouragement 
to the strucgling patriots of Russia, Germany, France, 
England, Ireland, the integral reformers of America. Get 
out of the dwarfing valleys of provincialism on to the 
broad and broadening plateaus of cosmopolitanism. 


Norway, Iowa, May 3, 1880. E, C. WALKER, 
——— —9—————— 


Liberal League Items. 


For a short time we had, in name, a ‘‘ Liberal League of 
America," but it appears by the following communication 
that we are now to hav one in fact. Ican see no objection 
to our Canadian Liberals organizing auxiliary Leagues. 
The following was received by the writer from John Park- 
hurst, of Aylmer, Oatario: The Liberals of this place and 
neighborhood hav desired to form a Liberal and scientific 
association, and I write to you for a copy of by-laws, rules, 
and regulations such as are used by the Liberal societies in 
the United States, together with all other necessary infor- 
mation that may be requisit.” 


A- MosT Valuable tract for circulation has just been 
published by Bro. 8. B. McCracken, editor of the Rational 
Appeal, entitled ** The Second Coming of Jesus Christ.” 
It was written, to my knowledge, by one of the best minds 
in the Liberal ranks, and I wish it might be read by every 
orthodox minister and church member in the country. It 
can be procured of 8. B. McCracken, 76 Seitez Block, 
Detroit, Michigan, for eighty cents per one hundred copies. 
Header, do not fail to order & few of these most valuable 
tracts. 


I THANKFULLY acknowledge the following contributiorg 
to aid mein the Liberal League work: Robert 8 Shoemaker, 
$1; A L Thompson, 75c; W M Robinson,$1; J H Hughes, 
$5; J E Baum, $20; E B Focte, Sr., M.D. $5; Cash, $2; 
$ 8 Clark, $1; James O Lehmer, $3; Peter Soule; $1; Cash, 
$1; E C Curtis, $1; V J Borrette, 50c; Mrs J A Miller, $1; 
Sophie B Robinson, $1 50; Barber Creek L L, $1; John 
B Beel $1; Cash, 50c; M Reiman, $3; M G Shoemaker, $1; 
Seth M Tibbits, $2; Elmina D Slenker, 25v; M Babcock, 
$1; Dr J Munson, $1; R McIntosh, $5; Cash, $1; John 
Cosgrove, 50c; Cash, $1; Joshua Benest, $4; Hiram Wither, 
$4; Joseph York, $2; A H Thurston, $1; John M Price, 
$1; Shawmut L L, $10; Hume L L, $6 50; L Spaulding, $1; 
A B Bradford, $5; Mrs Larkin, 80c; Alex Cochran, $5; 
John Warr, $1; A L Alison, $1; B F Grove, $1; L D Dut- 
ton, $1; H Olsen, 25c; E Bweetney, $1; W H Coffin, $2 40; 
J C Shannon, $2 50; M Severance, 50c; Paine Hall LL, 
$10; Wm A McAdam, $1; J T Gilman, $1; Pulaski Carter, 
$2; John Tindall, 50c; John Dixon, 503. In all, $124 up to 
June 2, 1880, H. L, Green. 
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Wants to be God. 


M. Babcock, in closing his address which was delivered 
at the Opera Hall at Battle Creek, before the Spiritual and 
Liberal Convention, startled the audience by saying: ‘I 
want to be God, and I want to be God for the reason that 
I believe that I hav a better head and a betler heart than the 
orthodox God, and with the power which he is said to pos- 
sess, I can beat him in managing the things in this world. 
I would burst open the prison doors and set the prisoners 
free, first making them all good. I would close all of the 
byways and paths that lead to sin and ruin, smash the 
whisky kegs, and forever wipe out the damnable traffic in 
the demon of the still, I would feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, send universal joy into every hamlet throughout the 
whole world. There should be no old maids, for I would 
make every girl good looking, and every man good and 
noble, able and willing to support a wife. I would destroy 
all implements of war, and unite all men and women in 
brotherly love. I would forgiv and save all that now are 
in hell, and after having wiped out the flames of hell, I 
would kill the devil and Anthony Comstock.” (Prolonged 
applause by the audience. ) 

Mr. Babcock again took the stand the next day, and said: 
“I hav repented. I suppose that all gods repent some- 
times. On reflection, I hav concluded that I would be a 
good God, a God without revenge or wrath, so I now 
declare that if I were God, I would not kill either the devil 
or Anthony Comstock. I would reform them, send them 
to heaven, restore the devil’s original tail and set it to wag- 
ging, with Bundy [he was present], Abbot, and D. M. Ben- 
nett united in brotherly love, with Anthony at every waive 
of the devil’s tail nodding approval at what I had done.” 

Mr. Babcock’s last speech was well received, but in the 
minds of some it was & question if the restoring and forgiv- 
ing of Anthony Comstock was not showing too much mercy ` 


even for a god. A LISTENER, 
( — di e ————— — 


Iv is to be regretted that notice of the approaching 
World's Congress of Liberals at Brussels did not sooner 
reach the Liberal public iu America. It is imperativ that 
the National Liberal League be represented in that Congress, 
and more time is needed to raise funds to pay expenses of 
delegates. But let the Board select the delegation, and we 
will trust to the cosmopolitan spirit of American Freethink- 
ersto do the rest. There is one thing in the Call which 
needs explanation. Why is the Masonic organization 
included among those invited to send delegates? Is it 
reckoned as a Liberal society ? Certainly it is not such, in 
this country, at least. It requires belief in & supernatural 
God, and uses the Bible in its exercises. The Grand Orient 
of France has recently left God out, and for this wise action 
has been almost universally condemned by other Masonic 
organizations. For instance, the Grand Lodge of Iowa, at 
its last session, Officially denounced the Orient for its lib- 
eral action. Bigotry and superstition rule here as well as in 
other popular organizations, E, C. WALKER, 
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{ettere from Friends. 


BRISTOL, Wis , June 8, 1889. 

FRIEND BENNETT: Your card of the b'h of June just 
received. I rejoice that in spite of Christian hate you 
are a free man. Your imprisonment :ntensifled the opposi- 
tion of thousands toward the Christian system of mental 
slavery, Abbot will soon sink to the obscurity which he so 
richly merits. He has proved himself the chief Tory of 
Freethought. W. 

ALLIANCE, O., June 9, 1880. 

Dar Bro. BENNETT: Unlike the “angelic Sara,” i ad- 
mire—in other words, I like—both you and your writings, 
and hav an interest in all the work you are doing. I freely 
confess my admiration at the risk of losing my reputation 
among the ''saints," Am familiar with your papers and 
books, and through them with you, for they find a warm 
place in our hearts and home. Am also one of Abbot's 
"favored" 5,000, and hav the opportunity of seeing you as 
‘ others see you.” Sol know what I say when I sign my- 
self an admirer. ANNIE E. EDWARDS, 

ANGOLA, IND , June 2, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: lt is with a much lighter 
heart I address you now than at any time before for more 
than a year. You are again free, again at your post ; you 
hav been proudly received, and I am thankful, and hope 
your future may be peaceful and useful. 

I was reading a part of Imgersoll's lecture, ** What Shalt 
We do to be Baved ?" and was pleased until I came to the 
closing remarks, ‘' That a man that neither smokes, drinks, 
nor chews is no company for either man or beast." How can 
a man of his good sense and moral courage in some respecis 
advocate such an idea as that? It was really shocking to 
my sense of right—such filthy habits to be extolled by so 
great a man and before such an audience, I do think if he 
really did utter that sentence it will do more to injure our 
cause than ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes” or any advocate of Freelove 
has ever done. Of course he has a right to express his 
sentiments; but truly great men hav great weaknesses, 

Iam glad to see by THE TRUTH SEEKER that your new 
books are selling so well. When I receive mine Í will tell 
you what I think of it. I think you hav great reason to be 
proud of your standing and proud of your friends, You 
hav suffered for a good cause, but I think not without 
reward. - 

With many good wishes for your future happiness, I am, 
ag ever, your true friend and a true friend of the cause you 
advocate, S. J. MINER. 

LARKINSVILLE, ÀLA., June 5, 1880, 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: There is a strong and growing 
disposition in this section to find out and know the truth. 
Being an Infidel myself, I am often made a confidant of by 
those who are not quite willing to openly avow or declare 
their belief. In fact, all of the best informed and most 
competent people are decidedly anti-orthodox, and all they 
need is alittle more moral courage, which in a few years 
more I hope they may obtain, 

I would like to write you along letter if I thought you 
only had time to read it. I never see anything in your pa- 
per from the sunny South, and it might be inferred that 
there were no sy mpathizing, Liberal-minded, or even think- 
ing people here ; but it is à mistake, and I hope before long 
to send you several new subscribers as evidence of the fact. 

Yours respectfully, W. B. SaELTON, 


GRANT, Pa,, June 5, 1890. 
FRIEND BENNETT: As I hav not written to you since you 
were sent to prison, I now gladly welcome you home to lib- 
erty, to your offüce, and to your dear wife, whoj must hav 
suffered almost a8 much as yourself in your absence. Long 
May you liv and continue to send forth your paper to 
enlighten thousands upon thousands who hav not seen nor 
heard of the new gospel of truth. I hav taken your 
paper from its first issue, and expect to take it as long as 
we both liv. I cannot get along without Tux TRUTH 
BEEXERB, as ] am seeking for truth wherever found, whether 
on Christian or heathen ground. 
Please find inclosed $8, to be applied as directed. 
Yours for the truth, Mary A. SHEPHERD. 


Fort Dopaz, Iowa, June 6, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I wish to ask Col. R. G. In- 
gersoll a question through your valuable paper. In a ser- 
mon preached in this place on the evening of the 23d of 
May last, by the Methodist minister, he made this state- 
ment: “ That while in conversation with an eminent divine 
in Chicago a few days ago, he told me that, in conversation 
with Mr. Ingersoll, he (Ingersoll) told him (eminent divine) 
that he had never delivered a lecture in the United States in 
opposition to the Bible but what he had had his misgiv- 
ings.” Now I want to know if that statement was ever 
made to eminent divine? Col. Ingersoll has many warm 
friends in this place, and we believe the story false, either 
first or second- handed, and the Liberals of this place want 
to know which. 

It is rather late for congratulations, Mr. Bennett, but 
please accept mine on your release from that orthodox hell 
of Albany, and from the hands of that pimp of perdition 
Tony Comstock, the devil's right bower. : 

Yours for the right, H. W. Sanzorn. 


[As Col. Ingersoll may very likely never see the above 
inquiry, and if he should, would scarcely reply to it, we 
will take the liberty to say that the ‘eminent divine" lied like 
a Christian. Col. Ingersoll has never had any misgivings 
concerning what he said about the Bible unless because he 
had not pictured its falseness and deformity in as dark color 
as it really deterves. —Ep. T. 8.] 


; Gunnison, CoL., June 1, 1880, 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: 1 called on your wife at your 
Office last winter and expressed my sympathy for you, and 
felt very bad to think I was unable to assist you financially, 
but my prospects are brightening now, and I can at last read 
my own paper instead of sponging on you. You hav had 
my heartiest sympathy all through your unjust martyrdom 
and I hope you will not be molested again. I admire your 
frank, straightforward principle, regardless of the irs, 
Grundy element in society. I only wish that you took less 
notice of what that element croaks ahout you and the large 
intellectual, truly solid class you represent. I think you 


can hardly afford to spend so much time and ammunition 
in killing off such exceedingly small game. I would let 
Abbot, Cook, Comstock, and their clique go to thunder and 
pay no more attention (o them than the moon docs when 


he dogs bark at her. All the sensible class will after 8 | can come to no other conclusion than that the gods are ail 


while gravitate toward the truth, and we need not fear th8 
I like the paper ag 1 
do bread and meat, and it is only occasionally that I throw 
Please change its address 


re ult, But Ido not wish to dictate. 
outa crust or a bone from it. 
from Del Norte to Gunnison. Yours truly, 

WARREN RICHARDSON. 


PHILABELPHIA, Pa , June 9, 1880. 


D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: lnclosed you will find $1, 
which you will please accept toward defraying your ex- 
This donation is from James Hampson, 


penses to Europe. 
with his best wishes for your welfare. 
Hoping you are enjoying good health, I remain, 
Yours in friendship, W, F. PORTER. 
dE COn1caao, ILL., Jane 5, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Friend: It makes me very happy 
to know that you are now à free man, still able to work in 


the vineyard of freedom. Having myself been in prison 
for seven years, I understand what you hav suffered. I was 
afraid that you would succumb to the sufferings, for the 


penitentiaries and institutions in this country are more bar- 
baric than in my fatherland, Norway. Yours truly, 
Marc TERANE. 


CIRCLEVILLE, O., May 31, 1880. 

Mr. BENNETT, Dear Friend: Reading the very trite and 
appropriate spirit of welcome to you, expressed by your 
many warm-hearted and sympathetic friends on the libera- 
tion of your person from prison to your home and devoted 
wife, I felt inspired to pen the following poem, as manifest- 
ing my union of spirit with you and with all who have at 
heart the final emancipation of mental and old creed-bound 
slavery to religious opinions bred and born in the dark ages 
of the past by designing priests and cunning, selfish men- 
You will be pleased to learn that my wife and myself are 
growing more and more disgusted with the old fogyisms of 
the Christian churches and their false theological doctrins. 
We arein a transition state, as are tens of thousands of 
gocd people of our day and time, and, our lot being cast 
here where tlie church element bears rule, we are obliged 
to observe more silence than is agreeable to our progressive 
natures, or else to starve or be quickly reduced to beggary, 
or, in other words, we must at least suffer losses which we 
are illy prepared to meet. 

Iam much indebted to you for both the paper and the 
splendid new book, ‘The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times," bat, my dear friend, I am not able to 
spare any money at present. I can teli you it goes hard for 
a man of my age and inexperience to be cast out into a 
crafty world with the idea of doing anything but to meet: 
the necessities of life. 


LIBERTY'8 CHAMPION. 


O Liberty, Liberty! Sweet the sound. 
Letit echo the world around. 

Lot tyrants tremble in their tracks. 
Their prison bars and torture racks 
No more shall stay the march of right, 
Nor lead us back to darksome night 
Of superstition’s slums and lies. 

And pious sneaks, in thin disguise, 
Pretending war on the Obscene, 
When truly this is what they mean, 
To persecute the good and great, 
Whose cutting truths they fear and hate. 


Liberty’s champion, free again 
To fight for truth with might and main. 
ong may our hero, Bennett, liv. 
Lessons of Freethought yet to giv! 
Downtrodden millions, bound to creeds, 
Whose persecuting, fiendish deeds, 
With jealous hate, that Infidel scheme 
Which will, in time. all men redeem 
From musty Bible lore and creeds 
And all its persecuting de: da 
Outwrought by Comstock, kith and kin, 
Steeped biack in antiohristian sin. 


PROPHETIC. 


I see a sword hung by a thread 
Just over Comstock’s double head. 
A self-abhorrent hell is sure 

For kim (poor devil) to endure. 


Uplifts its hydra, monster head, 

And shakes its hands with gore red 
From bleeding wounds to Bennett given, 
Whose day of gladness hath arriven. 


Why not? 
Since greater power he finds to-day 
Against the ehurch which had its say 
To thrust him into dismal jail 
Because he dared church lies assail 
With missiles of pure truth and right, 
But now he’s frse again to fight 
O dsuperstition’s sordid crew 
Of Christian, Pagan, Gentile. Jew. 


Then shout, 
Hurrah for Bennett, loud and high. 
No, never let his spirit die; : 
It is the right against the wrong. 
His is the spirit of our song. 
Be Infidel to church and state, 
* Qod in the Constitution" hate, 


We say. 
Lot all Freethinkers, to à man, 
Work to eripple the powers that scan. 


E, D. BLAKEMAN, 


BrnLows FALLS, Vrt., May 81, 1880, 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I inclose check for three 
dollars, to pay for the first volume of the book which 
you wrote while in prison, to which place you were sent for 
trying to improve the human race. I lent some TRUTH 
SEEKERS, Containing your two last letters, toa church-mem.- 
ber in this place, and he told me that they contained more 
humanity than had been preached in the pulpits of this 

place for the last ten years. f N. ARNOLD. 


PLEASONTON, Iowa, May 27, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir ; Receive the compliments and 
well wishes of Dr. and Mrs. Hamilton to yourself and Mrs. 
Bennett. Hoping that your domestic happiness may, in the 
future, be undisturbed, and that your paper may be per- 
petuated for humanity’s seke, I remain, 

Yours truly, . A, HAMILTON. 

Bart, Pa., May 23, 1880. 
FRIEND BENNETT: Every true lover of free thought, 
free speech, and freedom of the press must rejoice that you 


are again at liberty. No one believes, not even Christians 
themselves, that you were persecuted for mailing an obscene 


pampblet. That was a mere pretense, as every one knows 
who is familiar with the case. 


“The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times” 
I hav read the most of it, and am much 


came all right. 
pleased with it, He who will read that book carefully, 
throw away his prejudices, and let his reason hay full sway, 


myths, and the Christian God, the God of the Bible, as 
much of a myth as the others. - 

And then what becomes of that mythological old book, 
the Bible, that Christians worship as their idol? Christians 
are Very severe in their condemnation of the worship of 
idols, but if there are any greater idolators than both Catho- 
lics and Protestants, I. don't know who and where they are. 
Bah! worship that old, bloody, barbarous, obscene book! 
Far better would it be to worship idols of wood or stone, 
dogs or crocodiles, than this old fetich book, that no child 
should ever be allowed to read, let slone ever be taught to 
worship, 

There ig perhaps not an Infidel, at least not one that is 
outspcken in his opinions, but has suffered persecution in 
some way or another. I can say with truth, in an experi- 
ence of fifty years as an unbeliever, that I hav never met 
with a true believer in tho Bible and Chrstiauity that was 
tolerant, not one. My own nearest aud best Cnriatiau 
friends are not tolerant. They hav said, ‘‘What isthe use 
of arguing against the Bible? It does no good; it only 
makes enemies.” The plain inference to be drawn from 
their treatment is that unbelievers hav no rights which 
Christians are bound to respect. This is as true to-day as 
it was five hundred or a thousand years ago. Both the 
press and the pulpit are positiv proofs of the truth of this. 
Had the press been untrammeled, your case never could 
hav happened. To the eternal and shameful di:grace of 
many popular papers, let it ever be remembered, and 
never be forgotten, that they either encouraged this out- 
rageous prosecution and persecution, or remained silent, 
with & very few noble exceptions, and suffered this out, 
rageous business to go on. A little thunder, a few flashes 
from the secular press, Would hav nipped this hellish busi- 
ness in the bud. 

If the Christian religion ig genuin, and the Bible an 
inspired book, given by God himself, why should Chris- 
tians fear a full and fair investigation of its merits? If it 
is all that is claimed for it, it would need no earthly power, 
no temporal props, but would stand on its own foundation, 
like the solid rock, and allthe powers of hell, if there ave 
such powers, could not prevail against it. But the fact is, 
it was always a fraud, a gigantic delusion and humbug; 
and the only difference between it and all other frauds and 
delusiv humbugs is that it is the biggest, the mightiest, 
and most profitable of them all. 

But thanks to the truly honest, enlightened, scicntific, 
and noble men and women of the times, this gigantic delu- 
sion has begun to totter and is on the downward move, so 
that it is only a matter of time, and not a long time either, 
when it will cease to be & power in the world. Recently a 
doleful article appeared in the New York Times lamenting 
the decline of Christianity and throwing out suggestions in 
the way of props. Also a long article appeared in Harpers’ 
Monthly to the same effect, fully acknowledging the decline 
of Christianity. 

Here Y must say a good word for Mr. Macdonald for the 
able manner in which he conducted Tuz TRUTH SEEKER 
during your absence, and the gallant fight he made for frea 
thought and freedom of the press. It was most faithfully 
conducted, and he deserves the thanks and kind remem- 
brance of all Liberals and friends of Freethought. And the 
other boys, I presume, hav done their duty faithfully, and 
8hould be kindly remembered. 

Inclosed find $5, $2 for the second volume of the '* Gods 
and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times,” and the 
remainder for the paper for next year. 

Very truly, your friend, I. Kına. 


. Luprow, ILL., May 29, 1880. 
Friend BENNETT : It is with unexpressible pleasure that 
I welcome you home again, and according to promis [ 


‘inclose the money for your new book, and fifty cents for the 


** Cincinnati Convention.” 


Wishing you a long and pros- ° 
perous life, I remain, 


Your true friend, 
Mrs. MELLIE Q. NEWKIRK. 
FALL River, Mass., May 10, 1890. 
Dear FargND D. M. BENNETT: I congratulate you upon 
your admission into the free air once more, and trust you 
may hav no more such sad experiences as the past has been. 
I think you must feel like one who is beginning a new life. 


| I hav thought of you a great deal since you hav been shut 


in from the sweet intluences of liberty and the glad sunlight. 

You hav bitter and persistent enemies besides Comstock 
and the church at his back, but I beg that you will meet 
them in kindness and gentleness; it is the best way to dis- 
arm them. With Kindest wishes for your-continued health 
and happiness, Iam, very truly, your friend, 

Susan H. Wixon, 
MUSCATINE, IowA, June 4, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Our Cnristisn governor rec- 
ommended May 29th ss Decoration Day (Saturday), but 
notwithstanding his excellency’s order several cities of our 
state observed Decoration Day, May 30th (Sonday), and the 
following account from Iowa City speaks for itself, showing 
that freemen don’t take orders from their servants. 

Here we had an address from the governor and, of course, 
had to hold forth Saturday, and it stormed all day like all 
forty, but the day following—Sunday—was beautiful; go 1 
take it, the Lord frowned on Saturday. 

* Preachers hav about lost their grip, and in a few years 
we may expect to see the dawn of peace. 

The following notice appeared in one of our papers: 
* Mr. K. O. Holmes delivered the address Decoration Day, 
Sunday, May 30, 1880, at Iowa City, and notwithstanding 
the fact that the pastors of several of the churches, after 
the close of their morning services, advised the members of 
their churches not to attend, it is estimated that over 4,000 
gathered at the cemetery, being the largest audience ever 
known to turn out on any former Decoration Day." 

Respectfully, W. M. KENNEDY, 


BLUFFTON, O , June 6, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: Our quiet and peaceful part of 
God's vineyard was to-day put in alarming excitement, 
caused by the all-wise ruler and special conductor of this 
world. A mile east of our village the Christians; (Enown as 
the Evangelical church of God) had assembled to praise, 
worship, and ask blessings. God blessed them to-day-'in 
a way that I do not want to be blessed. He caused the wind 
to blow so hard that the church could not prevail against it; 
the roof flew off, part of it, with other heavy timber and 
brick, falling in upon the people, injuring twenty-eight, 
some severely. The preacher got bis portion, He had 
three ribs broken, and otherwise hurt. It seems strange, 
that God would destroy his own house, and when it is full 
ofhiselect. Why did he not wait until some other time 
when there were no people in the church? God must hav 
done this on purpose, for there was not another house, tree, 
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or fence-rail moved. This should’c2rta‘nly be a caution to 
people who take their wives and children to church. | 
Yours for truth and Freethought, D. S. F&MLER, | 


nical and unjust imprisonment. However, the bigots hav 
made A false move. In England they are setting up a united 
howl about Bradlaugh. Meantime I think Freethought 
progresses steadily, if slowly, against the great conspiracy, 
the root of which js simply ignorance, 

With heartiest good wishes, believe me, dear sir, 


Yours very faithfully, GQ. W. GRIFFITES. 


SAN FBRANCISCO, CAL , June 5, 1880. 

Iutustrrous Carer : I deeply appreciate the honors you | 
hav conferred upon me, and only regret that I am not more |- 
worthy of them. Your letter was a grat but exceedingly 
pleasant surprise Being entirely unexpected, the pleasure 
was all the greater. 

Vol. I, of the “ Gods and Religions” and a bundle of TEE 
TRUTH SEEKERS of the 29th ult. received this morning. 
Numbers of the lat'er I hav already distributed among my 
friends. Cevasco of La Voce and Manguzziof La Scintilla 
were delighted with the article, and wish me to say that 
they are with you in the noble cause. Both highly compli- | 
mented THE TRUTH SEEKER. They speak English fluently. 
This (Saturday) evening I shall visit some of the high chiefs 
and epread Toes TRUTH SEEKERS among them. Signor 
Fugszzi, President of the Garibaldi Guard, will keep TEE 
Trora SEEKER in his office, where all friends can see. It 
will be a pleasant duty for me to do all I can to biing your 
superb journal before the Freethinkers of this city. 

The .' Gods" is a magnificent volume. Hav already 
glanced over it. You are a man of exraordinary energy and 
prodigious working capacity. How in the name of good- 
ness you accomplish 80 much.is a marvel, Your works, 
private correspondence, editorial labore, social calls, ete., 
avd yet you continue ae’ ceaseless in toil as ever! For the 
present of the * Gods” ten thousand thanks, and also for 
your photographs. I will carry both about me, and the one 
takea in prison garb will serve to arouse whatever eloquence 
is in me, when showing it to friends, in denunciation of the 
accurred bigots whe wrongfully robbed you of your liberty 
and sought to crush you. The manner ia which the Free- 
thinkers tood by you is a heroic event in the history of our 
country. "The devotion to you was sublime. Tell me any- 
thing in the world’s record more touching, more faithful, 
more loving. You cculd reward no one, offer no largess, 
confer no titles, grant no estates, and yet in your prison 
garb you had that which the monarchs of the earth in vain 
scek and long for—the sffection and undying devotion of 
free and brave souls. Hav you thought of this in its deep, 
deep significsnce? "The world has never, never seen more 
heroic devotion. You ought to feel, not as if you were a 
“bigger man than old Grant,” to use a political witticism, 
but as if you were born to illustrate the profound love in the 
human heart fora human being wronged and outraged as 
you hav been. Cynics rail at poor humanity, but it is true 
to justice and mercy, when not weighed down with bigotry 
and shackled with the falling chains of superstition. Chief, 
I wish ] could speak to you, instead of havipg to write, 
then I could express the passion and powerin my heart ; 
then I could psint a pictu-e of the crimes, abominations, 
and bloody horrors of that merciless thing called Chris- 
tianity, which has eovght you and thousands, yee, millions 
of victims as sacrifices on the bloody altars of religious 
Gemonism. We will meet one day. and until then I shall 

- dcem it a great honor to be cceasionally remembered by you. 

I sincerely trust you will be able to go to Brussels. I shall 
see what can be done here toward raising a fund for 
expenses, Chief, we hav had terriole times bere for the 
past three years, and now we are in the midst of uncertainty 
and doubt. The real estste market is duller than it has |- 
been for ten years, and the savings banks are loaning less 
money than ever before. The Bink of California and Benk 
of Nevada hav greatly curtailed their working capital and 
elericsl force, and the house of Rothschilds has just with- 
drawn its agency from here for good. Thousands are out 
of employment. The few bonanza rings hav all the coin, 
and the masses are whistling to keep their courage up. Our 
** Gest climate in the world" is cursed in some way and no 
one seems to see through the trouble. I mentiou these facts 
£o that you may see that the Freethinkers suffer with others, 
and that ycu may know why it is we do not better than we 
hav done. The Liberals here are loyal foilowers, but under 
the circum:tances our friends at the E:st do not hear from 
them as if times were flush. Ia fact, Chief, the weaker 
here are driven to the wall, and it is only the few strong, 
reeolute sculs that hold their own or hav the heart to do 
anything outside that connected with the fearful struggle 
for bread and butter. S'ill all are hopeful, aod “we may 
be hsppy yet;" to be personally merry, I quote frcm the 
unknown facetious author of the quotation. 

My regards to Chief Rawson, ais» to Mac, who so bravely 
carried on Tug TRUTHS SEEKER during your paseo in purge- 
tory. Is not H. L Green a ceaseless worker in the good 
cause | ; 

I cannot help commending the esprit of the charming 
Freethinkess who so gracious'y entertained her friends at 
the residence of Mra. Fernandez, I shall be glad to be 
remembered to Miss Tilton and to Mrs. Fernandez, and 1 
know that the day will come when the ranks of Frectaought 
will be honored with bevies of just such ncble women— 
women of heart and soul, of culture and intcllect—who in 
their heart will despise the theological frauds aud clerical 
buffoons of Christianity. We must cultivate a refioed and 
elegant social life in the Leagues, while never wanting in 
that aggressiv and royal manhood thal cor q1ers and subju- 

ates. ; 

E W. 8. Ray has just returned from New York, He was at 
the Chickeri:g Hall ovation, and gave me a graphic picture 
of that great affair. Ray wishes to be remembered to you. 
He tried to mect you, but was unab'e, althoayh he called at 
your office. He is one of the charter members of our League 
and a Freethinker of the true stamp. 

I hav the pleasure of forwarding you the shadow of a 
chaste ‘and ursophisticated reveler in the realms of Free- 
thought, He is just as pious as the Lord made him, and 
the good Lord knows that the piety market will rever be 
able to make a ‘‘ corner " in that article so far as the origival 
of the shadow is concerned. The photograph is sent asa 
reciprocity for yours, 80 much appreciated. 

Ccurteously extend my kind remembrarc: to your wife, 
who I hope is in excellent health. Ycu must feel splendid 
to be free once more. l hope you will lecture this winter. 
You will receive royal fêtes. By the way, if Mrs. Bcpnett 
would appreciate a lovely piece of coral from the South 
Sea Islands—where 1 found my heaven on earth for two 
years—l will try and send it to her by scme friend going to 
New York. — . 

Hav I exhausted your patience? Yes. Well, I will 
close this with the heartfelt wishes of the League 190 for 
you and yours. 

Mey the Lord love you and not csl for you to soon. 1 
am cË to my Fiench supper, snd tLen- -well, heaven will 
direct my ''saint"-y steps. BYRON ADONIS. 


i BELLEVILLE, Wis, May 30, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT: Friend and martyr to the cause of 
human happiness, your note came to hand requesting re- 
mittance due TuE TRUTH BEEKER. I wish you much joy 
and many congratulations upon: your release, and heartily 
; hope the Christian bigots will let you alone hereafter. 

This world is beautiful, yea, beautiful; and any one who 
thinks it is not is an ignoramus, and has yet somctbing to 
learn. To that class who think the world is limited only 
for themselves, and that by sending our most noble and 
honest human beings to prison because they happen to hav 
some new ideas or different. opinions from their own, I 
would say, Try the pria»n fora year or so and then come 
out and tell us how you feel before you make another final 
decision upon an unbeliever. Yon 


“ We want not a word Whispered here . 
In pity for our unbelief, 
Or sorrow that we cannot share 
The views that giv their souls relief. 
Our thoughts to us are none less dear, 
Nor less convincing and sincere, 
Than theirs. so rigid and austere.” 


Mavy good wishes for yourself and lady. Iam deaf, yet 
g friend to you. PHEBS A, SMITH. 


Hanson, KY., June 1, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir ; Inclosed please find one dol- 
lar. I bav had great sympathy for you in your troubles. I 
hav been a constant reader of your paper since it started. 
If Liiv to see the 10.h of June I will hav been on, earth 
sixty-six years. I hav been a close observer, and hav seen 
all. the changes, political and religious, of my time. I find 
nothing better to believe than Infidelity, and nothing better 

to read than THE TRUTH SxzEkER. 
Yours for light and truih, 


DANIEL HAYNES. 


e '" Panis, ILL., May 10, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, My Dear Old Friend: Tas TRUTH 
SEEKER has just reached here, and your eecape from the 
clutches of your enemies cfüicially announced. - I hasten to 
present my earnest congratulations, in which my daughter 
and her husband, Mr. and Mrs. Byrns, most heartily join. 
Many of your old employees hav called on me to say they 
wished to be remembered by you as sympathizingin your 
troubles and rejoicing in your release, little Jimmy Mitchell 
in particular, who, by the way, has been sflicted with the 
loss of sight ever since he left your employ. 
Fraternally yours, J. A. WALTHALE. 


: Dzxvzsn, Iowa, June 5, 1880. 
Eprror TRUTH BrFEKERB : In reply to your kind letter of 
the 31st ult, permit me to say, that though thanking 
you heartily for your offer to gend me, on trust, ‘t Gods 
and Religions," how they hav cursed the world! I here 
inclose you a postal order to pay for both volumes. 
What progress Liberal principles hav made during the 
past year. Liberals themselves are astonished, and at it 
the church stands aghast. "The friends of civil and relig- 
ious liberty are rising up everywhere, and, standing closer 
and c'oser, are determined to withstand the power (hat 
'loveth to oppresa.” Nearly two hundred Leagues organ- 
ized, in which Spirituslists and Materialists work hand in 
hand in this great cause for liberty, justice, and humanity! 
-What the average membersbip is 1 know not, but the little 
oae over which I hav the honor to preside numbers more 


the dust of antiquated institutions ? Was it the mealy lec- 
tures of the “cultured” secessionist, who from being much 
petted fancied himself a leader, and hastened to jump, 
coward-like, upon one mcst unrighleously struck down? 
What folly to suppose that (he reasoning, thinking mind 
needs or will accept of a “leader.” No! the Sumpter gun 
that roused the free— whose startling sound floated over 
velley and mountain, over forest avd plain, reverberating 
among a thousand hiis, and which shall continue to scund 
tili man is free, was the shamefully striking down of D. M. 
Bennett. Yes, free thought, free speech, free press, free- 
dom, was struck down with you. Then those for whom 
you suffered, rose up from sleep. Stend erect, and fear 
neither the tyrant’s threat nor the coward slanderer’s venom. 
Our sentinels and sharpshooters are awake, and the base 
hypocrit who fires on his former friends as he deserts to 
the enemy, must be good at dodging. 

History repeats itself, and for your encouragment look at 
that other noble martyr led through the streets of Boston 
with a rope round his neck, by **5,000 gentlemen of wealth 
and standing.” Was the truly noble Garrison or the 
antislavery cause crushed ? No! The result was tne very 
opposit. Again, iu the tabernacle in your city, at which I 
was à Witness, were freedom and antislavery ‘‘ crushed,” in 
the breaking-up of the anniversary mecting of the American 
Avtislavery Scciety, by a gang of 600 rowdies, composing 
the *' Ewpire Club,” led by Isaiah Rynuders, whom James 
Buchanan aud the United States Senate afterward re- 
warded for his services by makirg him U. 8, marshal? Was 
Abolition silenced? No! but on the contrary it was given 
a power irresistible, B» with you and the Liberal cause 
you are nobly advocating. In ths simple negro language: 


" De harder dut dey knock you down 
De highor up you bounce.” 


Yeurs truly, M, FARRINGTON. 


EUREKA, CaL , May 28, 1880. 

Dear Fatenp BENNETT: “Home again” weie the first 
words which greeted my eyes on opening THe TRUTH 
SEEKER of May 8!h. While in one respect they almost 
mske me leap for joy, in other respects they induce sad 
reflections. It stems incredible that in this enlightened 
century à man should be taken away from home and friends 
and be imprisoned fur opinion's sake, and yet auch has been 
the case. Is seems impossible that a people who boast of 
their freedom sbould quietly look on when a fellow-citizen 
is dragged to prison for exercising the rights of a citizen’ 
Jt is still more sstonishing that in a republic in which all 
religions sre represented, a few pious irsuds of a certain 
clars should be allowed to fun the wheels of government, 
and dictate to the highest cflicialy bow to act in certain 
cases. We may look wilh disdain upon monarchies, and 
take pride in the thought of being free men, but slas ! what 
goes cur frredom ooneist ia ? lu going barefoot when we 
av no shoes. : 

I bope you will spend 4 part of the remainder of your life 


DUFFERIN COLLEGE, Lenvon, ONT., June 5, 1880. 
D. M. DENNETT, Dear Sir: I need scarcely say how 
ntirely my sympathies are wi«h yon in your recent tyran- 


$ 


than 260. What has caused this waking up—this shaking off p 


lin waking people up upon that subject. You hav done 
: good service already in that direction ; and although your 
| contemporaries may not laud you to the skies on account of 
it, future generations will do you justice and appreciate 
your labors. I am glad that you were honored with a 
reception. It shows that there are some men who appre- 
ciate your labors, that there are some men who hav honor 
and strength of mind enough tostand by an oppressed map, 
even at the risk of being called obscene. It shows that the 
world moves. 


I assure you it would hav been a great pleasure to me to 
hav been at the Reception and shaken hands with you. but 
since distance obliged me to forego that pleasure, let these 
few lines go in my place and congratulate you on your 
return. May the remainder of your life flow on in peace ! 
You hav the sweet consolation of having done your duty 
toward yourself and your fellow-men. You hav asserted 
your manhood, and hav shown the world thst even prison 
bars will not deter yon from doing your duty, and that you 
would rather lie within prison walls with honor than outside 
of them with disgrace. What a glorious world this would 
be if there were many men like you! 

Inclosed you will find postal order for five dollars, the 
price of your new work, which I subscribed for some time 
ago. Giv my best respects to Mr. Macdonald. You owe 
him much for conducting THE TRUTH SEEKER $0 ably in 
your absence. Wishing you many and happy days, I 
remain, Sincerely yours, R- BERT GUNNISON. 


PERU, FLORIDA, May 1, 1880. 

Mr. D. M, BENNETT : I hope I may congratulate you on 
your release from the Christian dungeon, where you 
suffered for our liberties, It will depend upon the exertions 
of all that love to breathe the air of liberty and to enjoy 
the free exerciso of their mental faculties to prevent the rep- 
etition of religious persecution. 

If one or more of our Liberal friends wart to buy a well- 
established home, with Southern fruits of many kinds, in 
our "land of flowers," at half its cost, they may apply at 
once, with stamp, to Yours, KARL ENGLER. 


ALLIANCE, Onxo, May 10, 1880. 

Eprrog TRUTA SEEKER: liis probable our town enjoys 
—or suffers—more or less of a reputation for Liberalism in 
the community at large. Bə that asit may. A few friends 
met together here, about the hour when you were gathering 
at Chickering Hall, for the purpose of adding somewhat to 
the wave of sympathy which has risen to meet Mr. Bennett, 
from the free spirit of the land. 

Personally you are unknown to most of us, and for your 
personal acts we are not responsible, but we know that the 
jaw has been set at defiance in your imprisonment, and 
therein hav we been outraged and insulted. The following 
preamble and resolutions, sfter an animated discussion aud 
prolonged consideration, were at our second meeting unan- 
imously adopted : 

WuEREAS, We consider the late most unjust imprison- 
meut of D. M. Bennett as an unmistskable menace to per- 
sonal liberty everywhere within the jurisdiction of our 
government, and the failure of our President to be moved 
to clemency by the large number of petitions proves that 
church and state are combined to crush out those rights 
guaranteed to us by the Constitution, first of which are life, 
liberty. and the pursuit of happiness ; therefore, 

Resolved, That we fully realize the critical condition in 
which we are placed, and that we feel the necessity of com- 
bination among Liberals throughout the country in fighting 
to the bitter end, if need be, the batile of free thought, free 
press, and free mails. 

Resolved, Taat we agree with the Attorney-General in his 
advice to the President, that Mr. Bennett was guilty of no 
crime, but that he was convicted and punished solely as the 
exponent of Liberal principles and publisher of aa Iufidel 


aper. 

‘Resolved, That as the church has proved itself an enemy 
of our liberties, and the old political parties are poweriess 
to protect us, we commend to ths consideration of our 
friends the necessity of organizing for mutual defense under 
a new banner of politics. 

Resolved, That we welcome back to home and friends, 
and to the editorial chair, that vetoran of F'ee'houzht, 
D. M Bennett, and hope he may never again fall into the 
hands of that pliant tool of Christian big try and hatred— 
Anthony Comstock. GQ. W. TgonNnaURGH, Pres. 
Mis. E. CAMPBELL, Sec. 


ALLIANCE, OnrO0, June 3, 1880. 
DEAR FRIEND BENNETT: Inclosed fiod money order for 
five dollars, for which please send the *' Gods and Religions 
of Ancient and Modern Times” to our address. Must hav 
both volumes. Accept our hearty congratulations on your 
safe return to home, friends, and business. We aro aston- 
ished and more than glad to see that you are not broken- 
spirited after your unjust treatment, and enj »y the old-time 
vim With which you renew your good work. May you 
liv a thousind years to carry on the good cause. Keep 
Tony and his infamous conduct b.fore the people. Our 

kindsst snd best wishes to Mrs. Bennett and yourself. 
Fraternally yours, J. and A. E. Krnx. 


SB ELBY, MICH., June 8, 1880 
BENNETT: You certainly feel bored by so much caire- 
spondence, and your mental stomach is surely cloyed, aud 
if you and your lady will only come out here I will fecd you 
both for a month on country goodies, such as ham and eggs, 
oatmeal pudding, couutry made bread, and fliky pies, made 
of cherries and gooseberries aud pic-plant; aud you shall 
hav all the maple sugar you can eat, aud & nice cleau bed to 
sleep in, and a new mosquito bar nicely huog. I'l- treat 
you the best I know how, because I want to 8:6 you and 
talk to your wife, because I believe sho ig a faithful and 
true woman. I want you to unders:and I doa’t take suck 
in any other kind, My brother, C. A. Giines, and Mr. 
Gale both liv at Hart—our county sea'—and would bo ever 
80 glad to see you both. Now do come, and you won't 

regret it. Mrs, L. G. Towks, 
[Thanks to our kind sister for her invitation. We would 


be very glad to pay her a visit could we conveniently do go. 
—E». T. 8] f 


—— 9 9——— — —— 

Tux National Educational Association will hold its nine- 
teenth annual meeting'on July 13th, 14th, 15:h, and 16:h, 
&t Chautauqua, New York. Papers of great importance 
and interest will be read by distinguished educators Tue 
Spelling Reform Association will meet in connection with 
; the E iucational and hold its sessions on the 15:h and 16th. 

Prof. F. A. March is to deliver an address on ‘‘ The Rela- 
i tions of Educators to Spelling Reform.” Reports from the 
English Spelling Reform Association are also expected, 


SS RET MUETUEUUNRUUE CE CERUPEEE ET EUER Ee 


The Nest and the Star. 
`A SONNET.) 
“Thon art low in the gravé, Anatotb, but love 
is with thee there.—George Eliot.” 
Like as a sea-bird to the billows bendiug, 
With unmoved wing he’s never-tiring soar 
Till eve’s lone star, with deep’ning twilight 
blending, 
Lights the dear nest upon the far-off shore; 
Of wondrous music of the soundless deeps, 
To starry legions dancing on the waves, 
All mindless flies to where his loved mate keepe 
Watch o’er the home for which he the ocear 
braves, 
Even 80, my soul, soar I at twilight hour, 
Winged with love and hope to thee as well. 
Not in the world’s wide orblivs there the power 
Which thought can ever weave in fancy spell 
To lure from where earth’s dearest treasures 


are 
With thee, my love, my life, my dream, my 
star. CHARLES BRADLEY. 
~~ 
“The Reading Magdalen.” 


BY ALHAZA. 


' In early days perhaps thou wert falr and meek, 


y 


-just published, 


A piiing statue in a murderous age, 
Or leaning where some fragrant missal lay, 
Thy snowy bosom rested on the page. . 


Thou wert religion with an aspect sweet, 
Plucking the thorn from every brow of care, 

But pondered soon o'er many & bloody scroll, 
Tossing with glee thy wild, disheveled hair. 


"T was once its silken beauty seemed too coarse 
To wipe the tears that washed ths Savior’: 
feat; 
Bat to a gerpent turned each glittering curl 
T» strangle thought and every impulse sweet, 


And thou didst read, with wild and furious joy, 
Oftowns besieged, of sacred walls leid low, 
Of women murdered v ho had safety sought 
In dark towers—burned by fiends from realms 
below. 
Like vile Aholibah, thy shoes were red, 
But not with work of rich, emourpled dye; 
But trampling on tho wounds of martyred 
saints, 
Thou didst enact the will of God on high. 
T hen, resting, gloated o'er a crimeon pegs 
O? Alva’s fury in a harmless vale, 
When tho dead shrieks were heard for many a 
mile, 
With scarcely ons to beer the siexening tale. 
And thou canst now peruse a pamphlet vile, 
Wii ten to poison every honest joy. 
But canst not tear the conqueror’s wrea'l 
away, ; 
Nor one fond hope or cherished thought de- 
stroy. 


Wanted, 


To sella patent right, An improvement or 
Sewing Machines, A Bsacting E'eetrie Banda! 
A Health and Life-Preserving Invention, whic} 
can be applied to all Sewing Machines withou! 
any change in the machines. An entire pre- 
ven'ion of the sufforing and death caused from 
operating sewing machines. 

Apply to the patentee, 

DR. C. A. VON CORT, 
THERAPEUTIC HEALTH INSTITUTE, 
6'25 168th street, near 34 avenue, N, Y. City. 


Matrimonial, 


I wlsh to correspond with a Liberal, culture 
gentleman, about 40 years of age, with some 
moans, with a vlew to matrimony. A first-class 
eclectic physician could secure a good wife, £ 
pleasant home. and an ex'ensiv and lucrativ 
practice in a Western town. Address MHS. 
FRANCES, Truth Seeker Office. 1125 


KNOW THYSELF! 


HE untold miseries that re 


fe 


EE 


A sult from indiscretion iL 

~} early life may be alleviated 
gnd cured. Those who doub 
this assertion should purchase 
lished ir Be HEA RODY MEB 

shed by the D 
»iOAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
f ^ antitled The Science of Life: 

i ot Wy or, Self Preservation, Ex 
hausted vitatity, nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by theerrors of youth or toc 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 

Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged 
Tt is a standard medical work. 
the best in the English language, written by £ 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded a goid and jewelod medal by the Na. 
tional Medical Association. It contains baauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Thre 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre 
seriptions for ail forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc. 
cessful practice, either one of which is wort 
t5n times the price of the book, Bound in Frenc} 
cloth : price only $1, sentby mail post-paid, 

The London Lancet says: No person shoulc 
be without this valuable book. The author iss 
noble benefactor.” z 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt o! 
6 cents for postage, 

The author refers by permission to Hon. 
P. A. BISSELL, M.D.. President of the Nation- 
al Medical Association. CUM 

Address 


Dr. W. 


KER, No.4Bulfuch street, HEAL 
Boston, Mass. The author : 
may be consulted on al ais: 

rir ied THYSELF 


FEFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 


DR. FOOTES IIEALTH MONTHLY 


For one year and for the AMERICAN ILLUSTRAT 
ED PaoNouNcoING PooxET DICTIONARY, con 
taining 30,000 words. 


ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE'S 
HEALTH MONTIILY 


For one year and for a large center-table book 
containing the Comviete Works of Shakspere ' 
Do not forget to send 25 cents to pay pos'age or 
85 cents if vou want it registered. Addr: ss 
MURBAY HILL PUBLISHING 00.. . 
139 E. Bth sta Now York city, 


Qe Truth Seeker, Tune 19, 1880. 


ON EXHIBITION DAILY AT 


TAMMANY BALL, 14ih STREET, bel, dd & 4th AVES, M Y, 


E y e f i Eaa 


YHE WONDERFUL AMERICAN 
ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE CLOCK. 


The clock is eighteen feet in height, eight fest wide by five deep, and weighs five thousand 
pounds. There are required in the construction of the clock two thousand wheels, besides 
che great number of shafts, pinions, and other machinery necessary to complete the grand 
eombina'ion. The clock is run by weights which weigh seven hundred pounds, and is wound 
up once in twelve days. The case or exterior of the clock is entirely of black walnut, and 
is elegantly carved or engraved in designs appropriate and symbolic of our Republic, Above 
the main body of the clock is a marble dome, upon which Washington sits in his chair 
of state, protected by a canopy which is surmounted by a gilded statue of Columbia; on either 
zide of Washington is a colored servant in livery, guarding the doors, which open 
between the pillars that support the canopy; on the four corners ef the main body 
of tue clock are ‘black waluut niches containing human figures, emblematic of the 
march of life; the two lower ones are supported by two female figures with flaming torches ; 
one of the niches contains the figure of an infant, the gecond the figure of a youth, the third of 
a man in middle life, the fourth of an aged grayboard, and still another, directly over the 
zenter, contains a skeleton, representing Father Time. All these figures hav bells and ham- 
mers in their hands, At the end of every quarter hour the infant strikes upon the bell which 
he bolds in his hand. Attheend of each half hour the youth strikes; at the end of three- 
quarters of an hour the man, aud at the end of each hour the graybeard. Daath then follows 
with a measured stroke to toll the hcur. 


LIEST S 


The clock shows local time in hours, minutes, and seconds ; the difference in time at 
Chicago, Washington, San Francisco, Melbourne, Pekin, Oairo, Constantinople, St. Petersburg, 
Vienna, London, Berlin, and Paris; the day of the week, calendar day of the month, month of 

he year, and seasons of the year; the signs of the zodiac, the revolutions of the earth on its 
own axis, and also around the sun; the revolutions of the moon around the earth, and with it 
round the sun; also, the moon’s changes from the quarter to half, three-quarters, and full; 
the correct movement of the planets around the sun. The inventor has a crank-attachment to 
he clock, by means of which he can hasten the working of the machinery, in order to show its 
movements tothe public. 


A large music box, manufactured at Geneva expressly for this olook, begins to play at the 
same time that the skeleton strikes the hour, and a surprising scene is enacted upon the plat- 
tor m beneath the canopy. Washington slowly rises from his chair to his feet, extending his 
right hand, presenting the Declaration of Inder endence; the door on the left is opened by the 
servant, admitting all the Presidents from Washington's time, including President Hayes. 
Each President is dressed in the costume of his time. The likenesses are admirable. Pass- 
ing in file before Wachington, they face and raise their bands as they approach him, and walk- 
ing naturally across the platform, disappear through the opposite door, which is promptly 
closed behind them by the second servant. Washington retires into bis chair. and all is quiet, 


save the measured tick of the huge pendulum, 
A hous hes paced: gep and the ringing of the quarter hours. until an- 


Excursion parties and every man, woman, and child from the East, West, North, and 
South visiting the city of New York should not leave without seeing this WONDERFUL 
WORK OF ART, THE GREAT AMERICAN CLOOK. On exhibition daily in TAMMAN 
HALL, East 14th street, from 10A.M, to 10 P.M. Sundays 2 P.M, to 10 P.M. ' 


COL. D. M, FOX, Manager. 


‘Hon, F, M. Foca, 


GREENBACK-LABOR CHRONICLE 


] Ep'ns Founded by SOLON 
Cor, J. H. BLOOD, : CHASH in 1874. — 
HE Oldest, Livest, Oheapest,Greenback-Labor 


Journal in the country. 

Devoted to the interests of labor, the econom- 
ical and just distribution of the products of 
labor, and a scientific financial system—one 
that will not rob labor to enrich idleness. 

PLATFORM. don 
1. The United States paper dollar to be the 
it of value, bearing this impriut:. United 
rates Money~One Dollar. Receivable for pub- 
lic dues and legal tender for private debts. 

The immediate payment of the bonded debt 
according to the right reserved to pay it before 
maturity by Section 3693, Ravised Statutes, U. 8. 

8, Government loans to the people through 
states. counties, cities, and towne, to be paid, 
after five years, intwenty annual installments, 
at one per cent per annum tax. ] 

4. Government conduct of public transporta- 
lion and telegraphs. ; 

5. Government aid to homestead settlers. 

6. Universal adult suffrage. 

1. Abolition of legal debts. 

8. Abolition of the death-penslty by U. S, law, 
and the substitution of reformatory labor for 
punishment by imprisonment for crime. 

A large 8-pago, 56-column papor, $2.00 a year 
in advance. Every yearly subscriber receives 
his or her choice in five elegant steel plate en- 
gravings, the retail price of which is $2.00 to $3 00 
each. FOGG, BLOOD & CO.. Auburn. Me, Pibe 

ers. 


The Gods and Religions 
- Ancent and Modem Times, 


` In Two Large Octavo Volumes. 
i WRITTEN IN PRISON. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 


Volume I., which treats principally on all 
the Gods of the world, is out, Volume IL, 
which givsafull description of the Religions 
of Ancient and Modern Times, will be out 
in a few weeks, An interesting and in- 
structive work. In cloth, $3 per vol. If 
ordered before July 1st. the two volumes 
for $5. In.Leather, Red Edges, $4 per vol., 
or $7 for the two volumes, Ia Morocco and 
Gilt Edges, $4 50 per vol., or $8 for the two 
volumes, Sent free of postage. 


MACHINERY. 


Hand, Foot, aud Power Presses. Die work 
of all kinds. Perforating Dics 
& specially. 
E. B. STIMPSON, 81 Spruce Bt., N., Y. 
tJansi. 


CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Mon, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leadin, 
tothem are plainly treated by that plainest o 


booka, PLAIN HOME 
MEDICAL SENSE — nearly 1.000 
. FOOTE 


COMMON 

pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E. 
of 120 Lexington Ave, New York,to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19, 1878, Mr. Bennett’s 
TRUTER SEEKER thus speaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publicationa: " We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he isa man ofthe highest incentives an 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more bappy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women, 
His medical works possess the highest value, 
and hav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
ae chess oF PLAIN HOME TALK 

urehaserg o are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE, Price of the new Popular Edi. 
tion. by mail, postage prepaid, only $1.50. Oon- 
tente table free, AGENTS WANT ED. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

129 Mast 28th Street New York. 


DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


“MEDICAL G00 SENSE” 


—AND— 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 
—EMBRACING— 
BEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 


OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2, It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases, It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, & xual relation. 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicats 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 betore 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free. Contents table 
sent free for stamp. 


DE. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Liberal friends and patients throughout 
the United States and Canadas that he ia, as 
usual, treating ; 


ALL CHRONIC DISEASES, 


and positively curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced incurable, Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr. K. is meeting with re. 
markabie success in curing obstinate cases of 
Spermatorrho@a, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes. Epilepsy, 
Paralysis. Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Oatarrh, 
Asthma, Bronchitis, Consumotion, Dysentery, | 
Aci Per of the SK a Kidneys, Bladder, 
en rgans, and & seases of women, 
Consultation Free. Address TND 


ari Base DL Now York 
Questions forInvelldsíree, — Now York, 


MTS OM Ming NT a C ak oe 


‘Sexual 


MOSES HULL. 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes it ia just the thing. 
Oonteins unanswerable arguments in favor of 
a scientific money. © 

The Commoner Bays : ` : 

" Nothing has been written which will do as 
Rood work as this. Itis worth its weight in 
gold. 

Price 10 cents. Sold by D. M. BENNETT, 

141 Eighth st., New York. 


* 


Correspondence Wanted 
With Liberal and Radical ladies between the 
ages of 23 and $0,by a gentleman in the prime 
cf life. Objsct; To share a humble home and a 
loving heart with a lady that suits. None need 
write who are not thoroughly in earnest on 
this subject. Address stating Boi 


T 
4'22 Care Truth Seeker offica, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm. 
atively and Negatively witb- 
out Comment, 

Revised and Enlarged Edition. 

72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N. Y. 
AG The Religio. Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes and sells an imperfect, disord«red, and 
mangled edition. with all the typographical 


errors O! tho edition of 1:60, from which it was 
pirated by the lute 8. 8. Jones. MES 


VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove, 

Oures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 
Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, ag tho result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and 
other causes, producing some of the fol- 
lowing oftects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
‘of Bight. Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Hoclety of Fe. 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, ete, etc, renderipg marriages improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughiy and Dermanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Dector’s latest and grestest medical discovery. 
and which he has go far prescribed for this 
banetul complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly sbattered condition ; 

ad been in the Insane esylums. many had 
Fallieg Sicknoss- Fits; others upon the verge 
of consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themegelves, 

Byphi/is positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. onorrhoea, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
privato diseases quickly cüure?, All diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhea, 
etc., treated witb equal success, 

Dre. R. P. FewLows has within the last fifteen 


- years treated thousands of casos of all diseases, 


many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and io fact had been given un by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the sid of De. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored fo 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high positlon.in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of th» complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 
Sent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and eure of Sparmatorrheea, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before & magistrate. which 
iq. positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doetor's great skill. 

Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Enclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 


[From the Western Reformer.] 


"DR. R P. FELLOWS 
is a higbly educated and scientific physician. 
Hé has an original system of practice. and ia 
erfeetly reliable and trustworthy. We hav 
fleard many flattering reports of hts guoeossful 
auras of digaases tneidant to humanji y." 


THE . 
Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 
TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R, MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Fre: Medical College 

for Women. . 
Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 
Olothi ptice so cents, For sale by 
D. M BENNETT, id Eighth Stn Ln Y 


The Truth Seeker, June 19, 1880. 


The Real Issue. WHAT IS MONEY? 


A DEBATE 


BETWEEN 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


' Pamphlet form. Price 3 cents. For sale at 
this office, 


Issues of the Age. 
CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00, 

Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examplos will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus, 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.—N. 
Y. Graphic. 

He presents a safe guide through.the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
thorough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced.—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer epirits of the 
age,until his mind has become imbued with 


the fragrance oftheir thought, He has excel- | 


lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
plrationr.—JN. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of “Tae Essence of Christianity,” etc 
Translated from the German. 
Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cis. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance. 
Our politics, our e'hies, our religion. our 
science, is a sham, The truth-toller is ill-man- 
usred, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality o! cur agel— Evtract 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER., It is the beston the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outeome 
ott e teaching of the Bible. BENNETT 

rice 10 cents. , M. TT. 
141 Eighth Street.N. Y. City 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Boek! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, : 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


eal Gun. 


By KEgnsEkY Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. PeRRy’s '' Bix- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, aud one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work is areview of Kersey Graves’ " Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to bav answered und 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry's 
arguments and positions agaiust Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Court,” in wbich he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry's witnesses and autbor- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himsolf. 
The witnesses in their cross-examina'ion not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selves, but condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This teature of the work is really 
laughable, It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn '' state's evi- 
dence" against him and testity for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of tbe ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historica] testimony 
against Mr, Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, "A thunder-biast 
against Mr, Perry. and & dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both fer orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 79 cents; cloth $1. 


For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 
THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
] OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 
An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY -and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Just out. By ane 
UBTLANDT PALMER 
Brice, 96 enti i ' 


NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


The- following valuable Liberal 
works hav been plaeed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seek er:? 


Antiquity of Ohristianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER. 


12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 


This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 
Character of the origin of the religion of 
rist. 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Thelogy, Ete, 


BY CHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12m9., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chlefly intended to 


uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and foraes and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc. 

BY HALSEY R, STEVENS. 
Exira cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50, 


o : : 
Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Hand Work, 

A concise account of the Christian religion, 


and ail the prominent religions before 
since Chrisifanity. ai and 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


LOVE VENTURES. 
A rose tinted record of Jove in the tropics, 


with range and 8*artling adventures thereto 
belonging. Price, 50 cents, 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $1.00. 


Positivist Primer: 


Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 


BY C. G. DAVID. 
Price, 76 cents. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A critical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI, Professor of Philosophy at theLiceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12m 0, 327 pp. $2.00. 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 120, 852 pp. . . $175. 


CHRIST OF PAUL, 
BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation cf the Cbristlan church, 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting. 

BY A. R. COOPER. 
12mo. 48 pp; paper, 20 cts. ; flexible cloth, 36 cts. 
THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETI. 


BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D.. 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. | 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris- 
tianity 

This is a very valuable nnd concise work, and 

states in plain and unmistakable langnage the 


reasons why Christianity is a failure. Price, 50 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM.3 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological. Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea, 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 
Paper, 1am0, 63 pages; price, 25 cents, 


BLANCHARD. 


The Rights ot Man. By THOMAS 


ParsEk. Whitten in defense of his fellow- 
man. A work almost without a peer in the 
world. Large tj pe. 
SO cents. 


Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 


Life of Thomas Paine. By Catvin 
12mo. Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloih, 75 cents, 

The Efeathens of the Heath. By 
Wat. MoDOoNNELL, author of Ex-ter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
$1.50. 

Career of Religious Ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science, 
By Elupson TUTTLE. Au able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world, 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. $ 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 


ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M. - 


Bennerr, Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly sevea hundred 
pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $1.09. 

The Humphrey-Bennett Biscus- 
sion. A debate between Rev. G. H. Hum- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
Bennett, Editor of **'The Truth Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3. Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible ia divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cleth (550 
pp.). $1.09. 

The BurgesseUnderwood Debate. 
Between Pror. O. A. BunaEss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian University at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 


Aylmer, Out., commencing dune 29, 1875. ` 


Reported by John T. Hawke. Firsr PROPO- 
eIrion: '' The Christian Religion, as sot 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin.” Burgess in the affirm- 
ative; Uaderwood in the negative. SECOND 
Proposition: ‘‘ Tue Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin.” Under- 
wood in the afi: mative; Burgess in the neg- - 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, papcr,, 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, Q8 
The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundatic Contrasted with its 
Superstructure. By W. R. GREG, au- 
thor of *' Euigmas of Life," '' Literary and 
Social Judgments,” etc. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the '' Fortnightly 
Review," says: ‘‘ Bome twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most 
zminent men of science asked, * Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg’s Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 


—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present: 


generation the earliest work at all similar 
was that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg,*coming later, had the advantage of 
access to Many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on all 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Chrisiians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally to 
80 thorough, clear, aud learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the public, wo 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument—occupyingw« precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen a3 their own—is unanswerable.” 

One volume, clown octavo, with com- 
plete index. The London edition sold for 
$5. Price of A:nerican edition, cloth, $1.50. 

The Uuderwood-Marples De- 
bute. Between B. F. UNDERWOOD, of 
Boston, aud the Rev. Joun ManPLEs, of 
Toronto, Ont. Held at Napanee, Ont., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
Fin8r: “That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are logical and coa- 
trary .o Reason.” Sxconp: “Tha Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond all other books its divine 
origin.” Marples aflirms; Underwood ge- 
nies, Reported in ful, and revised by the 
debaters, 111 pp. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
60 centa. 

interrogatories to Jehovah. By 
D. M. BENNETT. A series of close questions 
upon a great variety of subjects, trom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio? 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, tha 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinx] points embra.ed by the 
Church. With a tull-length portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold ant 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
Fal Religion; or, An Answer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturally-Re- 
vealcd, lnfeliibly-In:pired, and Miraculously- 
Aitested Retigion in the World? By E. E. 
GuILb, cx-Universtlist clergyman ; together 
wiih s sketch of the author. In four parts. 
Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Seelcer Leaflets, of two pages 
each. ‘Thirty-two in umber; Æ cents per 
doz:n; B centa for tke set; 25 cents pcr hun- 
dred; $33.00 p r thousand. : 

Adventures of Elder Triptolemus 
Tub, Cowpnscs imipurtant aud startu ng 
disClosu:c8 Goncerping hell, its magnitude, 
morals ewployments, climate, ec. € By 
Rev. GEonaE Rogers. A rich, interesting 
lite work, Paper, 15 cents, 


AUD 


he Truth Berker, ime 19, 1881. 


Gems of Thought. 


THe god Wish is not the true god.— Carlyle. 


A KNANISEH speech sleeps in a foolish ear.— 
Shakspere, . 4 KE 

Every true opinion, at its starting, is precise- 
ly in a minority of one.— Carlyle. : 

"IMPasSIBLE/' Never mention that block- 
head of a word to me.— Napoleon. i 


Ir we could believe God to be arbitrary, above 
the throne of God, in our ‘hearts, would be the 
throne of justice,— Goldwin Smith. 


Tar soul's dark cottage, battered and decayed, 
Lets in new light through chinks which time 
has made, —Waller. 


ALL true greatness of mind depends upon 
the culture of the affections—their nurture, 
their exercise, and their development. —Self 
Formation. 

LET no one expect to combine the incompati- 
ble advantages of an honest. straightforward 
course and of a hollow, insincere conduet.— 
Samuel Bailey. 

How strange and sad is the laxity with which 
mea, in these days, suffer tne most inconsistent 
opinions to lie jumbled lazlly together in their 
minds 1— Coleridge. 

IT is alow and contracted view of the doubt. 
ful word utility which regards rather the en. 
joyments of physical convenience than the gen- 
eral well-being of the species.—Haliam, 


I may never desired, nor do I desire, to dis- 
turb the contentment nor the faith of any one, 
But when these are already shaken, I desire to 
point out the direction in which I believe a 
firmer soil is to be found.—S-rauss, 


Gop knows I’m no the thing I should be, 
Nor am I e’en the thing I could be, 
But twenty timesI rather would be 
An Atheist clean 
Than under gospel colors hid be 
Just for a screen. 


NATIONALITY ig not a virtue, but is an ordi- 
nanca of nature and a natural bond ; it does 
much good ; in itself it prevents none; and the 
experience of history condemns every attempt 
to crush it when it has once been really formed. 
—Goldwin Smith, 
WERE half the power that. fills the world with 
‘terror, 
Were half the wealth bestowed on camps and 
courts, 
1yen to redeem the human mind from error. 


There were no need cf arsenals and forte. 
— Tennyson, 


DotH any man doubt that if there were taken 
out of men's minds vain opinions, flattering 
hopes, false valuations, as one world, and the 
like, but it would leave the minds of a number 
of men poor shrunken things, full of melan- 
choly and indisposilion end unpleasing to 
themselves?—Bacon. 


DzATE has two aspects—dreary and sorrow- 
ful to those cf prosperous, mild. and almost 
genial to those of adverse, fortune. Her coun- 
tenance is cold to the young, and youthful to 
the aged; to the former her noise is importu- 
nate, her gait terrific; the latter she approaches 
like a bed-side friend and calls in a whisper 

' that invites to rest.— W. S. Landor. 


"Is Saul also among the prophets?” Oh for 
& man that will stand up and say, I want to be 
good, honest, virtuous, and upright, ioving my 
neighbor as myself, helping my fellow-man 
along the rugged road of life, simply from a 
love of doing these things for their own suke, 
and not because he fears eternal torture in hell 
and hopes for a reward of a golden crown in 
heaven !— Paine, 


Tae doetrin which,{from the very first origin 
of religious dissension; has heen held by all 
bigots of all seo’s, when condensed into afew 
words and stripped of rhetorical disguise, is 
simply this: I am in iho right and you areir 
the wrong. When you are the stronger you 
ought to tolerate me, for itis your duty to tol. 
erate truth. But when I am the stronger I sbal) 
persecute you, for it is my duty to persecute 
error.—Macaulay, 


PowEB creates tyrauts, and the instinct of 
tyranny appears to be implanted in both man 
and beast. Only educational culture and a true 
dsvelopment of the graces and virtues will re 
press and suppressit. Only the thought that 
all men should Be born free and equal, that all 
are natural inheritors of equal rights and priv- 
jleges, will giv that truly broad and refined 
charity which Christianity has ever failed to 
bestow upon her votaries and the nations under 
her rule.—Eimina D. Slenker. 


AUTHORITY IN RELIGION.—Jeeus, itis said, in 
glving the Bermon on the Mount, taught as one 
having authority, and notas the scribes. What 
‘was his authority, then? Not official authority, 
for he was not yet known to be the Christ— 
hardly yet known to bea prophet. Not ‘merely 
the authority coming from animposing man. 
ner; not an authoritativ ‘air or tone or man- 
ner, certainly. That was precisely the toneand 
manner which the scribes did hav in their 
teaching. But the authority is in the sermon 
iteelf. The truths are so wonderfully distrib- 
uted and self-evident that taey carry conviction 
with them. Jesus sees so plainly all that he 
says. Taere is no hesitation, no obscurity, no 
perhapses in his language. He is like one de- 
. geribing what is before his eyes, what he knows 
to be true, because he gees it while he is saying 
it Itis, in short, the authority which always 

` Bttends knowledge. He who knows any.hing. 
ard canspeak with certainty, carries conviction 
with him, though: we do not suppose him to be 
infallible, nor is itthought necessary to believe 
him go in order to giy him this authority.— 
J. F. Qlarke. 


—Burns. 


‘cannot afford to hav it in their blood now. 


Odds and. Ends. 


THE age of improvement—diainage. 

IN press—" yesterday’s tablecloth.” 

A MANSABD roof is an architectural bang. 
THE forger loves to write with a steal pen. 
Tue laugh of the schoolgirl—" Ha, he, he 1" 
Tue Order of the Bath—Wash and be clean. 
A WELL-KNOWN fisld officer—a kernel of corn. 


Companions of the Batn—soap. towels, and 
dirt. — 

Waar dumb people can never epj»y—a hallo- 
day. 

Gone the rounds of the press—tbe girl who 
walizes, . y 

THE person whom you can read like a book 
must bə a man of’letters, | ind 

A MAN may. be worse than he ought to be, but 
be cannot be any better. 

THE state numerously inhabited, but not on 
the map —the state of suspense. 

Waen two dentists are partners they rarely 
quarrel; they pull together. 


IRon has gone up so high that poor people 


WHEN pastors preach against the vanity of 
false things, every lady knows switch is which. 


Don’? run in debt to the shoemaker; it is un- 
pleasant not to be able to say your sole is your 
own. 

Buossoms, says the Boston Transcript, pro- 
duce aprles, apples giv us cider, and cider 
produces blossoms. Thus one of nature's most 
beautiful compensations. 


An Illinois chap, in describing a Western tor- 
nado, says, "A white dog, while attempting to 
weather the gale, was caught with his mouth 
open, and turned completely inside out. 


A LITTLE girl the past winter had first whoop 
ing cough, then chicken-pox, and a few days 
ago took the measles, As she lay tossing upon 
her pillow she looked up at her father and said: 
"Papa, what comes next?” 


THIS conversation was recently-overheard at 
a family table: "I adore the game geason,” 
says papa. “And I.” said mamma, " adore the 
season of green peas." " Which do you like 
best?" they asked Grace, * Oh, I—I adore the 
season of epongecake,” was the reply. 


"WitL you please to pass the milk, Miss 
Brown?" asked & young man of a fldgety old 
maid at the supper table. '"" Do you take me for 
a walter, sir?" she answered. " Weil,” he re- 
joined, “as no one haa taken you thus far, and 
you'v waited so long, I should think that name 
wou'd fit you.” 


JoHN WILLIAMS, a merchant at Rutledge, Ga., 
sued a desperado. The fellow entered the store 
in a furious passion. held out the summons in 
one hand, clutching a long knife in the other, 
and said,“ Williams, hay you sued me?" The 
merchant knew that an immediate "Yes" would 
make him sure of a stab. '' Lat me get my spec- 
tacles. so that I car read the paper,” he said, 
He went behind the counter, and came back, 
not with his glasses, but with an ax across his 
shoulder. '' Yes," he said, "I hav sued you.” 
“Ali right," sald the desperado; "I guess I'N 
pay the bill.” 

HUMAN NATURE, 
With piercing shriek 
The maiden meek 
Leaped from her leg 
Tato the bog. 


His murd'rer bore 
To distant shore 
Her lover dead 
With riven head, 
And skinning him 
He se: ved each limb 
All brotled on toast 
To hungry host, 
But in that bog 
Upon a log 


Within a dell 

Where cowslips dwell 
A love-lorn frog 

Sat ona log. 


With sighing croak 
His love he spoke 
For Polly Wogg, 

A lady frog. 


She swore that she 
Would faithful be— 
And never wed 
Aught else, she said. 


And as she spoke 
À fatal stroke 
Kei flopped her frog Another frog 
From off bis log! Loved Polly Wogg, 


And guch 1s life— 
Come deatb, come strife, 
Oar Polly Wogg 
Loves t'other frog. 
—Bt. Louis Times-Journal. 


SEVERAL days ago,says the Little Rock Gazette 
a white man was &rraigned before a colored 
Justice, aown the country, on charges of kill- 
ing a men and stealing a mule. 

* Wall," said the Justice, '' de facts in dis case 
shell be weighed wid car’fulnees, an’ if I hangs 
yer taint no fault ob mine,” f 

“Judge, you hav no jurisdiction, only to ex- 
amine me." : 

"Dat sorter work ‘longs ter de raigular Jus- 
tis, but yer see Ise been put on as & special, A 
special hez de right ter make a mouf at de Su. 
preme Oour: ef he chuses ter," 

“ Do the best for me you can, Judge,” 

"Dat's what Ise gwine ter do. Iso got two 
kinds ob law in dis court, de Arkangaw an’ de 
Texas law. I generally gibs a man de right ter 
chuse fur hiese'f, Now, what law does yer want 
d» Texes or de Arkansaw ?” 7 

“I believe I'll take the Arkansas,” 


mule—” . 

" Thank you, Judge,” 

* And hang yer fur killin’ de man—" ` 

*T believe, Judge, that I'll take the Texas,” 

" Wall, den, I'll dismiss yer fur killin’ de 
man——" 

“ You hav a good heart, Judge.” 

" And hang yer fur stealin’de mule. I'll jis 
take de cecation heah to remark dat de only 
difference 'tween de two laws is da way yer 


states de case,” 


32, Marples-Underwood Debate, Underwood, 


" Wall, den, I'll dismiss you fer stealin’ dol t 


TruthSeeker Tracts 


3 . Revised List. Cts 


No.- 

da Discussion on Prayer. D. M. Bennett and s 

or£ymen. > 
1. The Btory of Oreation, Bennett, 5 
8, The Old Snake Story, . ahs 2 
a The Btory of the Flood. a: E 
je Et ues pL. 
1t. Korah. Dathau, and. Abiram, Bennett, ^ 2 
12. Bala «n and nis Ass, : 2 
13, Arralgnment of Priesteraft. -  ” 8 
14. Old Abe and Littie dxe, 5» herr, 3 
15, Come to Pinner, ae 3 3 
16. Fog Horn Document”, 
Ir. Tho DoylRUlAhend, — 7 3 
18 e th. 
19, one BpeE the Sun und Moon. D. 
. M. Bennett, : 

10. Samson and his Exploits, Bennett. 2 
21. The Great Wrestling Match. 3 
33. Discussion with er Shelton, " 10 


i$. Reply to Eldor Shelton’s Fourth Letter, 


nett.. 
14. Ohristians at Work. Wm. McDonnell, 
35. Discussion with Geo, Buoda. Bennet’, 
36. Underwood's Prayer. 
37, Honest Questions and Honest Answers. 


` , M. Bonnett, 
28. Alessandro di Oagliostro, O. Sothergn. 1 
1:9. Paine Hall Dedication Address. B, F. 
... Underwood. 
80, Wom an’s Rights & Man's Wrongs. Syphers. 
81. Gods and God-houses, . 
39, The God's of Bunerstition and the God of 
the Universe. D. M. Bennett. 
88, What has Ohristianity Done? Preston. 
34, Tribute to Thomas Paine. 
36. Moving the Ark. D, M, Bennett. 
36. Bennott’s Prayer to the Devil. 
31. Short Sermon. Rey, Theologicus, DD, 
38. Christianity nota Moral System, X.Y. Z. 
39. The True Saint. S, P. Putnam. 
i9, Bible of Nature vs. The Bible of Men, J. 


Bennett, 


BNO moet 


61. Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No, 1. 


63. Questions for Bible Worshipers. B. F, 


54, Ke nen ood. to Jesus Ohrist, B tt 
n Open Letter esu st, Bennett. 
$6. The Bible God Disproved by Nature, W, 


E. Coleman. 
$6. Bible Contradictions, : 
67. Jesus Not a Perfect Character. Underwood. 
68, Prophecies, 
59. Bible Prophecies Concerning ab ylon, B, 


F. Underwoo . 
40, Ezekie)’s Prophecies Concerning Tyre, B, 


si. History of the Devil, Isaac Pad 
i of the Devil. Isaac Paden, 
$$ Tho dows and thelr God, ^ * on 
38. Tho Devils Due-Bills. John Sypherg, 

$4. The Ills we Endure—their Cause and Cure. 


- 


. .,H. Wixon. 
69. Missionaries. Mrs. E. D. Slenker. 
10. Vicarious Atonement, J. 8. L 
Ti. Paine's Anniversary. QC. A, Oo 
12. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, D, 


. Bennett, 
78, Foundations, John Syphers, 
14. Daniel in the Lion’s Den, Bennett, 
75, An Hour with the Devil. ul 
76. Beply to Erastus F, Brown. D. M. Ben- 


nett. 
17. The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett, 

18. Ohristmas and Ohristianity. D.M. Bennett, 
19. The Relationship of Jesus, Jehovah, and 
the Virgin Mary. W.E.oleman. 

0. Address on Paine's 189th Birthday. Ben- 


nett. 
81. Hereafter,or the Half-way House, John 


erg, 
82. Christian Courtesy. Bennett, 
£8, Revivalism Examined. Dr, A. G. Hum. 


hrey. 
84. Mboay's Sermon on Hell, Rev. J, . 


opps, London. 

85, Matter, Motion, Life and Mind, Bennett, 10 

86, An Enquiry about God’s Bons. ^" 

81. Freethought Judged by its Fruits, B, F, 
Underwood, 

88. David God's Peouliar Favorite, Mrs, E, 

, Blenker. 

89. Logic of Prayer. Oharlea Btephe: 

90, Biblo-Mania, Otter Oordategs ^ sone 

91, Our Ideas of God. B. F., Underwood, 

92, The Bible: is it Divinely Inspired? Dr, 


D. Arter. 
93. Obtaining Pardon for Bins, Hudson 


uttle, 
94, The New Raven. Will Cooper. 
96. Jesus Christ. D. M. Bennett, 
96. Ichabod Orane Papers, 
97. Special Providences. W. 8. Bell. 
9 Snakes, Mre] tas D, Slenker, 

. Do the r ature . 
EC UA Ra Thomaa RAM 
C0, niversary o , 
101, Birthday, Bennett et als. mas Paino’s 
102, The Old Religion and the New. W. 8, 


ell, : 
108, Does the Bible Teach us all we Know, 


. Bennet. 
104, Evolution of Israel's God. A. L. R 
105. Decadence of Christianity, Gapphro. 
06, A rankiin, Washington and Jefferso . 
believers, Bennett, aun 
107. The Safe Side. H. B. Brown. 
108, The Holy Biblea Historical Humbug, 
8. H. Preston... 
110, Invocation to the Universe, Bennett 
111, Reply to 8cientifio American, Hi 
112, Sensible Sermon. Rev. M. J. Savage 
118, Qometo Jesns. Bennett : 
114, Where was Jesus born? Preston 
115. The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett 
116. The Sunday Question, T 
117. Constantine tue Great. Preston 
118. The Irrepressible Conflict between Chris- 
'lanity and Civilization. Bell 
119. The New Faith. Stoddard 
120. he New aga, Bell 
121. Ingersoll’s Review of bis Reviewers 
122. The Great Religions of the World. 


nett 1 
123, Paine Vindieated, Ingergoll’s Rep} 

the New York Observer id ig 
24. Sinful Saints, Bennett 
125. German Liberalism, ClaraNsymann . 
126. Crimes end Orueities of Christiani!y. Un- 

erwo : 

127, Tyndall on Man's Soul g 
129. Who was Jesus Obrist? Qoleman 
130. The Ethics of Raligion. Clifford 
131. Paine was Junius. W. H, Burr 
133. My Religious Belief. Ela E. Gibson 
133. {be Authority of the Bible. Underwood 
134. Talks with the Evangellsts 
135. Is there'a Future Lite? - 
136, Torquemada and the Inquisition, Ben- 


nett d 
137. Christian Loye, O, L. James 
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138. Belence of the Bible. Jobn Jasper 

190 Massacre of Br, Bartholemew. Prestun 55 

110, ARtro-Theol-gY. .: — 7705 4 

141, Iufideli y. H W. Beechem io oson 

142, Kynopeis of Ail Religions. E.L.Saxon 10 

Onang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins 8 

144 ‘The Com tock Laws UE 10 

14. It you take away my Religion, what wil 
yon giv me instead? Martin. 10 

146. Seymour Times’s Prayer 2 

147. Reply to The Index on Comstock Laws 10 

148, When did Paul Liv? Scholasticus -2 


149. Age cf Shams 


8 
150, The Liberty o: Printing and Reply. Hars 
; utsn akeman : 
151. Whatisthe Bibl-? M. W. H. 
153 A R»markab'a Book. R. W, Douglas 
153. Liberty and Moraly. M. D. Conway 
154. Hominisnonaee of Toomas Paine. David 
ruce Se : 


BOIENTIFIO SERIES. 
1. Hereditary Transmission, Prof, Louls 


berg, M.D. E 
2. Evolution; from the Homogeneous to the 


; B. F. Underwood, 
3. Darwinism. B. F, Underwood. 


F. R. Marvin. 


o arao 


6 Graduated Atmospheres, 

. Marvin, M.D. 

8. How do Marsupial Animals Propagate 
their kind? _ A. B. Bradford. 

9. 'TheUnseen World. . rof. John Fiskeg 

10. TheEvolv*ion heory — Huxley's Thee 


Lectures, 
11. Is America the New World? L.L.Dawson. 8 
12. Evolution Teaches neither Atheism nor 
Materialism. R.8. Brigham, M.D., 6 
18, Nibble at Mr. Jobn Fiske’s Crumb for 
the Mcdern Symposium, 7 
Discount on one dollar's worth 10 percent off 
ou two dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars 
worth, 40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off, 
As few oras many of any given kind may be 
Ordered aa dengired. 
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IT is now called the “Comstock” Syringe, 
Grand Juries pronounces it all right, Six. 
teen sold before arrest, over four hundred 
since, Five dollars and express charges, 

B. H, PRESTON, 2:9 West 84th B*. 


Fewer Children and Better. The 
Prevention of Conception. Care 
of Children in Infancy. What 
Our Girls Ought to Know. 
Enlightencd Parentage, 
Diseases of Women, 

Physical Culture, — 

Marriage. ` 


The Physiologist and 
Family Physician. 


A MONTHLY SIXTEEN-PAGE PAPER 
The. only Real Home Journal Pub- 
lished in the World to-day. 


Subscription price, $150 per year. Sample 
copies, 15 cents. Ha'f-price to physicians and 
clergymen. Address all communications to 

SARA E, CHASE, M.D. 
Elitor and Publisher, 209 W. 34 h 8, N, Y. 


S H. PRESTON, Business Manager. 12 


JUST ISSUED. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK, 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form ; 
shows bow Chronic Diseases can be posttively 
cured by an original system of practice, It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 


all the chronic ills to which the human family- 


is subject, besides iliustrative cases, and wili be 
sent Dy, mall, gonar one sending thoir eceroes 
hree-cen p to pay cost of mai x 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING " kn 

199 Raat 28th Street. N. Y 


LECTURES OF 


R.G. INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION. 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
. Lectures." 
OoNTENTS.—'"The Gods," "Humboldt," “Thos, 


Paine,” "Individnality? " : 
egies,” Price, 50 pant: Heretlos and Her 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
` other Lectures.” 


Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00, - 
Photographs of Mr. Ingersoli, by Barony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 

Imperial, or large size......+00+ 40 cents, 
Photo, or card $26... .......... 20 cents, 
Life-size lithograph, 81x97...... BO cents. 


Postage paid. 


Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25., 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t., New York. 


Six Lectures on Astronomy, - 


By Pror, RIOHARD A. Proctor, 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 

this city, in the winter of 1875-6, and were re. 
orted honographically expressly for THE 
"RUTH SEEKER by Miss M. 8. Gontcharoff. This 

is the most popular course of Lectures ever do- 

livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 

the possession of every person, Price 20 cents, 

The titles of the Lectures are: 

I. Growth of Worlds f 

IL Lifeand Death of Worlds, 

. Other Worlds than Ours. 

`The Grout Mysteries of tho Universe. 

> reat Mysteries of tho Universe. 

Beligion and Astronomy, T 


P. M. BENNETT, 141 Bighth st. N. Y. 
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"Notes and Clippings. 


: Most n are like egge—too full of them- 
selves to hold anything else, 


THE Detroit Free Press says that one explo- 


sion of a powder mill is as good as a dozen, 
Vioror Huao defines Paradise, " Where the 


' parents shall be always young, and the children 
always little," 


‘In would improve some people very much if 


‘they were as careful of their daily life às they 
“are of their orthodoxy. 


No two thingg-differ more than hurry and 


dispatch; hurry is the mark ofa weak mind, 
dispatch ofa strong one. 


Iris not in the bright days, but Snly in the 
solemn night, that other worlds areto be seen 


k shining in the iong, long distances. 


ir Goopnuss. 1” said a Parisian, when the bill 
for the expenses of his wife's füneral—c litle 
bill of sixthousand franos—was handed to him; 
“T had almost rather she had not died !” 


‘A couPLE of New{York city reporters spent 
the night in a cell with à man who was doomed 
to be hanged in Connecticut recently, and in the 
"apad the prisoner was perfectly willing to 

CH 


AN ordinary woman’s waist is thirty inches 
around. An ordinary man’s arm is about thirty 
inéhes long. How admirable are thy works, O 
Providence 1 
beautifully illustrated. 


Tur Rev. Dr. Tyng. Jr., ought to be at the 
The deep interest 
he takes in the ladies of his congregation qual- 


` jfles him for such a position. There are many 


clergymen in the country equally ag well qual- 
Afled. 


_OxoLones, freshets, and torrents of rain are 
again ravaging. the West. while on Monday 


` snow fell at Minneapoli The summer has 


thus far been one of alternate droughts and 
floods, while: midsummer: heats in May hav 
in some places been followed by June snows. 


‘THs following curious directions to wor- 
Bhipers in. the church of Bt. Michael and Al} 
Angels, at Chiswick in England. require some 
"During prayers allare requested 


- -to kneel. "The kneélers should be hung on the 
. ‘hooks provided for the purpose by those who 


hav: used them.” 


A REGENT traveler in South Africa has placed 
in the hands of Dr. Cameron, M.P., a whip more 
formidable than the "eat ” of the British navy, 
with which he says that the missionaries near 
Lake Nyanza are in the habit of flogging ro- 
fractory converts. Perhaps they are trying to 
whip the love of Jesus into them. 


TRR Ohristian Intelligencer boldly accuses the 
Rev. Henry Morgan, of Boston, of issuing a 
book which is so. immoral that it ought not to 
be carried in the mails. It purports to be an ex- 
hibit of the iniquities of Boston and of the Ro- 
man Oatholic confessional. The paper says of 
the work: "Itis one of the most unclean and 
corrupting publications we hav: ever seen,” 


IT sends a chill ‘of horror through the veins 
to read of the murder of an infant by its mother 
in France,on Sunday. Taking the infant babe 


' by its legs,she in coid bleod dashed out its 


brains against the floor. 


Then with the 
assistance of her mother she calmly buried it. 
Having concluded this solemn social duty, 


"these two pious gentlewomen went to church 


and performed their usual devotions. 


THEBE are persons who call it a dispensation 
of Providence when & Sunday excursion train 
is thrown off the track, or a Sunday excursion 
steamboat blows up. and excursionists are 
killed, What do they call it when a church 
blows down on Sunday, fatally wounding the 
pastor and injuring twenty persons? This is 
what happened to the Rev. Mr. Stroul and his 
church at Mt. Gary, Hancock county, Ohio, on 
Sunday, 


OAnLs for clergymen are frequently heard 
from the frontier, but not often for the kind do» 
scribed in tbe following passage-from the Au- 
rora(Nev.) Herald; “We are sorely in need of 


` & pastor, but we don't want any cheap trash, 


The design. argument is thu the stockholders It is yery fortunate for 


We want & good, muscular Christian, who can 

snatch sinners by the scruff of the neck and 

drag them howling up the plane of righteous- 

ness, and who will not drink more than he can 

hold, > Buech à man Will get a right smart layout 
ere, 


PRESBYTERIAN feeling in Glasgow has been 
exerueiatingiy outraged by a resolution of the 
shareholders of the Tramway Company to run 
ears on Sunday. Dr. Jeffrey, & prominent 
light of the unco? gude. in the city where the 
returns of drunkenness and bastardy are about 
the highest in the world, told his congregation 
lately that he hoped none of them would, be 
found in those impious vehicles on a Sunday, 
and. if possible never on a week day, and 
pledged himself to abstain from them always 
if possible. 


In the Oourt of Appeal, before Lord Justices 
Brett, Cotton, and Thesiger, the further argu- 
ments in the case of the. Ohamberlains vs, 
Barnwell, which was an action for libel brought 
by the Rev. William Henry Ohamberlaine, vicar 
of Keevil, in Wiltshire, against the Rev. E. L. 
Barnwell, resident in the same county, who had 
charged the plaintiff with acts of gross immo- 
rality toward the youth of both sexes in his 
parish, were resumed. The arguments having 
concluded, their Lordships reserved judgment, 
—English paper. 


ANoTHER bank defrauded and another church 
in mourning. This timeit is S. M.'Waite, Prese 
ident of the First National Bank of Brattleboro, 
Vt. He has committed forgeries to the amount 
of $250,000, and ruin will be brought upon many 


such Atheistic villains as Ingersoll and his ad- 
mirers that these crimes were not committed 
by a Freethinker. Such an unusuai event 
would hay made food for the religious press 
and pulpit for a year, and the direct connection 
between forgery and Infidelity would hav been 
pointed out with great gusto and minute par- 
ticularity.— Truth. 


Waits the alleged Boy Preacher—he is said 
to be over thirty years of age—has his hand in 
at Talmage's Tabernaele, why should he not 
bring his revival campaign to a close in a blaze 
of glory by converting Talmage himself? Ao- 
cording to somevf his ministerial brethren in 
Brooklyn, who ought to know, Talmage is an 
untruthful man, or, in still plainer English, a 
man who tells lies. But the Bible affirms that 
all liars shall hav their portion in the lake that 
burneth with flre and brimstone. If, then, 
Talmage is the sort of man his ministerial 
brethren make him out, he stands in as great 
need of conversion as any other Brooklyn sin- 
ner. Wecommend Talmage’s case to the con- 
sideration of the Boy Preacher. 


Trans, chemically considered, are a weak so- 
lution of chloride of sodium and phosphate of 
lime, the overflow .of the lachrymal glands, 
caused by the contraction of certain muscles, 
A writer who has analyzed them "as a weapon” 
says: " The best method is to held the head 
erect, look the cruel tyrant in the face, and let 
the tears flow down while the lips feign a smile. 
If the head be bent forward the tears will be 
likely to run down the nose and drop off at the 
end, and that spoils the whole thing, for the 
eyes get red, and the nose sympathizes with the 
general moisture, and gets a sort of raw look at 
the end. To use tears with effect requires, in 
fact, judgment, The effectiveness is gone as 
socn as any ‘mopping’ begins. A light hysteric- 
al sniffla may be permitted, if artistically exe- 
cuted, with a gasping sob. but no polishing off 
of eye or nose is admissible.” 


ANTEONY ComsTock, Secretary of the Society 
for the Suppression of Vice, wrote a sharp let- 
ter to Captain Tynan, of the Feurth Precinct, 
in reference to a gambling saloon said to exist 
in Gold street. Detective Carr, of the precinct, 
investigated the matter, and discovered that the 
complainant in the ease was a habitual player 
of policy, who carried on a neat little system of 
blackmailing by complaining every time he lost 
monoy against the house, and claiming more 
than he lost. In the present instance, John 
Henry Smith, would not submit to the ex- 
tortion, and the appeal for the assistance of 
Oomstock’s Soclety was made. Justice Smith 
discharged the prisoner and reprimanded the 
eomplainant, saying, " Go home, and do not 
8how your face here again. I would not convie- 
& dog on your testimon,"—. Herald, 
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ALTHOUGH cases ofiburying alive are very 
rare, they nevertheless happén how and again, 
and it is fortunate that there is a good test for | 
the total absence of vitality in.& corpse.: Elec- 
tricity, which is now being applied to s80 many 
useful purposes, also enables us to distinguish 
between life and death, because for two or 
three hours after the stoppage of the heart the 
whole of the muscles of the body kav com- 
pletely lost their sensibility; thet is to say, 
when stimulated by electricity, they no longer 
contract, If, then, an electric shook be applied 
to the muscles of the limbs and trunk, say five 
orsix hours after the supposed decease, and 
no contractil response ensues, it may be certi- 
fled that death has occurred ; for, says the Med- 
ical Press and.Oircular, " no faint, nor trace, 
nor coma, however deep, can prevent the man- 
ifestation of electrical muscular excitability,” 
This is no new fact, but it has recently been 
brought forward again. 


ge methods of finding the distances of the 
stars of stellar parallax is one of the interest- 
ing problems of modern astronomy, In the 
days of old the stars were supposed to hold: 
the same positionin regard to each other from 
age to age, and were therefore called fixed 
stars, to distinguish them from planets. Noth- 
ing can be further from the truth. The tele- 
scope shows that the stars are in constant mo- 
tion, but that the rate of motion is so slow that 
thousands of years must elapse before the eye 
can perceive any change, Some stars are com- 
ing toward us and some are receding from us. 
The sun which is only astar, is moving, with 
all the planetsin his train. Our earth, which 
is but an atom among atoms, is whirling, no 
one knows whither, through illimitable space. 
Even the serene heavens above us is this same 
space pervaded by an infinitely subtle ether, 
whose particles are seething and surging like 
the waves of the stormy sea. The motion of 
the stars once established. it must follow that 
some of them are nearer to us than others, and 
very persistent and painstaking hav been the 
efforts to find out which of the shining suns of 
space are our nearest neighbors. Success has, 
however, crowned patient labor. Among the 
50,000,000 stars that glimmer in the firmament, 
there are about a dozen stars visible in our 
latitude that hav a parallax ranging from a 
tenth toa balfasecond. It would be natural to 
suppose that the brightest stars are the near- 
est, but this is far from being the case. The 
nearest star in the northern heavens is a 
double star of the fifth magnitude in the Swan, 
known as 61 Oygni. The brilliant Sirius is 
nearly twice as faraway. The nearest star in 
the whoie heavens is Alpha Oeéntauri, & bright 
star near the south pole. This has a'parallax 
of nine-tenths of & second, and is twice as near 
as any other star. Its distance 18 computed as 
more than 200,000 times our distance from the 
sun, or nearly 20,000,000 of millions of miles, If 
such be the inconceivable distance separating 
us from the nearest star, what idea can the finite 
mind form of the immensity of space interven- 
ing between us andthe more remote? Vigorous 
work is now being done in stellar parallax by 
what is culled Bessell’s method. A star with 
proper motion, or one that has been found to 
approach or recede from the sun, is selected, 
and its position is compared night after night. 
by means of the micrometer, with other small 
stars in the vicinity having one proper motion, 
and therefore presumed to be further away. 
The star with proper motion will change its 
position in regard to the more remote ones 
when observed from different parts of the 
earth’s orbit. Some interesting and intricate 
work of this kind has been successfully com- 
pleted at Mr. Seagrave’s private observatory by 
Mr. Waldo and Mr. Seagrave, The problem 
was to determin the parallax of a star called 
Theta Oassiopeta. This, by measuring its po- 
sition and distance from two small stars in the 
vicinity, was found to be less than one-tenth of 
a second. Thes enthusiastic astronomers 
worked upon the problem from the first of 
Septemb r, 1879, to the first of November, 1879. 
During thattime they made measurements of 
each star on 120 nights. A trained eye, keen 
perception. and mathematical precision, as 
well as patience and persistence, were involved 
in the solution of this delicate and intricate 
problem. These are the means by which 
astronomy has won its most brilliant triumphs 
and those who would become practical astron- 
omers must giv their nights to observation 
and their days to study, 
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Events of the Week. 


' A LINE of mall steamers, has been s started be- 
tween Italy and this country, - 


IE i8 reported that Buenos Ayres has seceded 
from the Argentine Republic, 

DENIS KEABNEY of California is favoring this 
city with his presence for a few days. — 


Two men were killed by the caving in of a 
mine near Allentown. Pa., on the 19th. 


EXxTENSIV and disastrous forest fires are 
raging near Bt. Johns, New Brunswick. 


A CANADIAN court has decided that a Free- 
thinker is competent to sit on a grand jury, 


TEE Ex-Khedive of Egypt has packed up his 
harem, left Naples, and now resides in Turkey. 


CONGRESSMAN VoonHIS of. New Jergey has 


baen arrested at Hackensack for embezzlement, 


Muon excitement prevails in Newmanatown, 
Pa., over the discovery there of gold in paying 
quantities. 


AN immense sea serpent has been seen again, 
this time at Savin Rock, a summer resort near 
New Haven, 


*A DEFICIENCY of nearly thirty thousand dol- 
lars has been discovered in the Brooklyn inter- 
nal revenue office. 


Many persons bav been arrested in this city 
for refusing to giv the necessary information 
to the census takers, 


Tax president of the First National Bank of 
Brattleboro, Vt, has absconded with upwards 
of $250,000 belonging to the bank. ` 


THREE men were blown to pieces by the ex- 
plosion of a blast ia this city on the 17th. "Thir- 
teen others were more or less severely injured. 


THE Wisconsin River at Grand Rapids, Wis.. 
rose rapidly on the 15th, inundating the busi- 
neas part of the city, and sweeping part ot it 
away, 


À BROOKLYN woman was lately arrested for 
throwing her husband from a second-story 
window. He is in the hospital, dangerously 
injured. 


ABSTEAMEB ran into and sunk & rowboat: off 
the Battery, this city, a few davs ago, drowning 
two iadies, Two men who were in the boat 
escaped. 


IT has been reported at Washington that a 
filibustering expedition is being organized in 
Arizona to enter Mexico and take possession of 
the state of Sonora. ; 


Two churches were blown down at Cicero, 
Ind., on the iith. Several dwelling houses were 
also destroyed. and many of the occupants 
dangerously injured. 


THE army worm is terrifying the farmers in 
this partof the country. It ruins whatever it 
touches, and is spreading rapidly, Pennsyl- 
vania is now being attacked. 


THE Mississippi has risen twenty. feet at 
MeGregor, Ill. Hundreds of thousands of tons 
of ice hav been carried off, At Dubuque all 
travel is suspended owing to the overfiow of 
the river. 


A PRIEST in France has been arrested and 
fined for procuring signatures to.a petition by 
threats of eternal damnation. Pity Comstock’s 
gang of clerical petition extorters could not be 
served similarly. 


A youne girl arrived in this city from 
Germany. à few days ago, to meet her afflanced 
lover and brother, only to find that her brother 
had been murdered by her lover, on the day be- 
fore her arrival, who then committed suicide. 


Two ocean steamers, the Anchoria and the 
Queen, recently collided 209 miles off Sandy 
Hook, the former being badly stove in. The 
passengers wore safely transferred to the other 
steamer, and both vessels put into this port. 


Two large excursion steamers, the Adelaide 
and the Grand Republic, collided in the North 
River, off Leroy street, this city,on Saturday 
night last. The former was badly crushed, and 
sunk in ten minutes, Luckily all the exour- 
sionists, several thousand in number, had heen 
landed and no lives were lont: aS 
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Theology Irreconcilable With Justice. 
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY ISAAC PADEN IN THE Gm 


orable father (parent) ?*: 5 " 

My. Respected Friends: 1 trust you hav -come 
here to hear what I shall say upon:one of the most 
interesting . questions ‘now agitating the religious 
world... As. the question stands} I shall take the 
negativ side, and giv you my reasons why it can not 


be done. First, I will say that I hav given this 


problem to.quite'& number of theologians within the 


lagt. twenty-five yéars, such as; Rev. Thomas of Chi-| 


cago, Rev. Edward. Beecher, when living in, Gales-, 
burg, and: his brother, H. W. Beecher, and: many 


, others of talent and education.’ Rev. Mr. Haney, 


pastor of the M. E. church of this place, took the 


` question under. consideration, withthe following 


leading. questions : ` qc 
First. What was man's condition in a moral and 
refined. sense before the fall, and in. what. sense was 
man in the likeness of God? Did he hav a knowl- 
- "edge of what was fight and wrong, and the sense of 
-'ghame and modesty, or. was this the result of par- 
taking of the forbidden fruit? If so, how can 
such a change be considered a fall? ' 

Second: Did God know when he put Adam and 
Eve into the garden that there was devil running 
loose, seeking whom he might devour? If so, 
can a man be found, so ‘despicable: às to place his 

_ children where they would be exposed to death, and. 
withhold protection from them ? 


. Third. Is not the knowledge of good and evil 
'the basis of man's reasoning powers above the 
. animal? If so, is it a blessing to man, or. a. 
curse? If a blessing, is it à gift from God, or the 
result of disobeying his command under the advice 
of the devil? If a curse, wherein would man be 
. better off without this knowledge? ` EST 
Fourth. Do not courts of justice refuse to recog- 
nize crime in an act committed by a person who. is 
‘| tot ‘capable of judging between good and evil? If 
| B0, is man more merciful and considerate than a 
theological God? ^. ^"' dE T 
. Fifth. What was the nature of the death Adam. 
“and “Eve died? : If à' moral death, how -could 
they loose a moral life before they had one by con- 
..forming to the. rules of right between man and 
. man? me 
Sixth. If the sacrifice of Christ's body was to. 
‘repair the breach: made by Adam's fall, was this 
plan of redemption ordained, and a fixed fact before 
man fell, or forced upon God as'an after necessity ? 
: If before, how could ‘Adam’ hav done otherwise 
“and not derangé God's plan and design? °, 7). 
Seventh. If the Jews. had obeyed: God's com- 
. mand, “Thou shalt not kill? how could God's 
council and foreknowledge hav. been, carried out? 
Does not theology make. wilful murder indispensa- 
' ble for man's salvation? See Acts ii, 23... 
Rev. Mr, Haney failing to open the merits of the 
- case by not reading or quoting the questions, and the 
‘leading questions under these circumstances, I hav 
'' been prevailed upon to ventilate this perplexing 
_. problem, and shall do so to the best of my ability. 
The question is.now fairly before you. 
- As I am a fearless Freethinker, I will giv you 
my creed. I acknowledge no infallible authority 
on earth, but hold that all past acts and sayings 
. claimed to hav been done and said by the gods of 
' mations are subjects and matters for our considera- 
. tion, under. a right to bring all things, past and 
. present, before the throne of reason for investiga- 
tion; and I know no better criterion or standard 
of right than to test all things, and hold fast to that 
which: has a tendency to elevate man, and discard 
that which has a tendency to’ degrade either God or 
man in their scale of existence, and I grant this 
same right to all others. jen e 
: First. What are the views or claims of theology 
: on the fall of man? It is claimed a man by the 
name of Adam and à woman by the name of Eve 
were the first two human beings that ever lived upon 
' the face of the earth, and that they started out upon 
the path of life direct from God's hands, full size, 
morally perfect, and happy. in the image and like- 
. ness of their maker, God. "og 
ʻi Second. It is claimed Adam and Eve fell from the 
.: high state of moral perfection to that of total de- 
` pravity, and all mankind fell with them, and that 
. man in-his naturalstate is corrupt from the crown 
of the head to the soles of his feet—shaped in in- 
" Uóquity, and in sin conceived. __ m 
"s Third. It is claimed that this “fall” of man was 
"brought about by Adam and Eve eating the fruit 
~l of & tree called the knowledge of good and evil, 
: which their . God: had forbidden them to do— 
: © For in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt sure- 
ly die.” ERE Zu 
"Fourth. It is claimed that this tree and the tree 
`- of life stood in the midst of a garden in which God 
.. placed Adam and Eve to keep and dress. While 
... thus engaged, a serpent, called the devil, entered 


just sbove the sky. 


agin to do. 


nder the advice of the devil she.ete of the forbid- 


den fruit, and gave also to Adam, and he. did eat; 


7 


guard about it. to keep man from eating and living 
forever. ‘Here, I will say, had God been a thoughtful 
and dutiful father, having a desire for the best 
interests of his children, he would hav put this 
guard around the tree of knowledge of good and 


man would never hav known: enough to be damned 


God as a father rests the fall of man and all the 
results arising therefrom. ` . . pres 
Fifth. It is claiméd that in order that mankind 
might be redeemed and made fit subjects for heaven, 
it was indispensably necessary for God to. clothe 
himself with a body of flesh by a connection with a 
female virgin, and be put to death as a sacrifice for 
sin ; and theology makes a belief in this essential to 


unbelievers, . 

The first thing under consideration is the word 
“God.” What does itrepresent? ‘God ” is the title 
name of all objects of worship, persons or.things, 
real. or imaginary, physical’ or ‘spiritual, dead or 
alive. Before the days of Abraham gods were held 
to be many, and their home was supposed to be 
They frequently associated 
with both men and women, intermarrying with the 
daughters of men—giants and men of renown being 
the result. ^g uns 

` To make access more easy to the home of these 
ancient gods, and to take vengeance on them if they 
wished, the people under King. Nimrod, undertook 
to build a tower to the sky. To this. the gods 
objected, and in council said, Let us go down 
and stop this thing, for there is no restraining the 
péople, when they are one, from doing as they im- 
All this and much: more is-found in 
pagan history, besides in the Bible (Gen. xi ; also, 
Josephus). : M. 

Abraham was a son of Terah, a pagan prince, 
who kept three represéntativ god-images in a room 
of worship. Abraham, his son, contended. with his 
father and prot ated@eriny the idea ‘of a plurality 
of gods, Abraham Plaimed one was Chief, or God, 
and all others were his servants or angels, and the 
quarrel with his father ended by Abraham: destroy- 
ing two of his father’s images or represeutativs and 
leaving his father’s house when about seventy years 


{old and becoming the founder of the Jewish nation, 


the same as Luther left his mother church to be- 
come the founder of Protestantism. Abraham’s 
God is now known as the Jewish God. Theologians 


‘claim that he made the man Adam and: the woman 


Eve in his own likeness and image and put them in 


the Garden. of Eden, and a serpent—who, they claim, 


was once an angel in heaven, but rebelled against 
God and thereby became a devil, and was cast out 
of heaven—entered the Garden and told Mother 
Eve a pack of lies. The question is now ready for 
discussion. > ` g 

First. What were the lies this serpent told Eve? 
Theologians say he told her that if she ate of the for- 
bidden fruit she should not die, as God had said. 
Here theologians are driven to their wits’ end to 
show what kiad of a death they died while in the 
garden, as Adam lived some nine hundred years after 
and died a natural death. Paul claimed it was a 
physical death, and that Adam brought death into 
the world. From this some claim that Adam’s sin 
is the cause of all death, animal and vegetable. Oth- 
ers claim it was a separation’ from God’s presence. 
Scarcely two agree. Adam and Eve being dead 
is no proof that the serpent lied, because eating the 
fruit should hav produced death the same day they 
eat thereof, in accordance with God's threat. As 


‘this is not the case, there is no evidence that the devil 


lied, while there is conclusiv evidence in the facts 
named that he did not lie. The result was just 
what the serpent said it would be. Their eyes 
were opened and théy came to know good and evil. 
Under this realizing sense they saw their low condi- 
tion and commenced to elevate themselves above the 


animals by covering their naked forms. Nothing like 


death is the result. As for Adam dying a moral 
death, he could not until a moral life was formed by 
conforming to the rules of right between man and 
man. As for a separation from the presence of the 
God of the universe, this would be impossible, 
although with the theological God it may be other- 
wise, as we read that Adam and Eve hid them- 
selves from his sight behind some trees in the 
garden. V oe 
That the serpent who invaded the garden was the 
same angel who was made a devil out of for rebell- 
ing against God and then cast out upon the earth 


as a roaring lion, I deny, and propose to prove an| 


alibi by showing that this angel had not at that time 
received his office as devil, and did not for a long 
time after, therefore, the serpent in the garden was 
not the devil that was made out of an angel. The- 
ology tells us that when Adam and Eve were put 
into the garden they were the first and only people 
on earth. When this angel rebelled and became a 


tbe garden and told Mother Eve a pack of lies, and, devil the earth must hay been inhabited, for this 


and by this aot man fell ; and lest they put forth. 
their hands,and eat.of the tree of life:God put a’ 


evil and given thenr access to the tree of life; then 


or saved. Here, upon this neglect on the part of 


salvation, conferring endless damnation upon all: 


record says that when this devil was “cast; out, it 


was said : “Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and 
sea, for the devil is come down unto you? . 


`$ Second. As for the origin of man, there'are two 
theories—one creativ or theologic, the other, devel- 


opment or scientific. Theology claims that God 
created man out of the dust, full size, like himself, 
and perfect, Science claims that man had his ori- 
gin in a lower grade of animal life. Progression 
from a low grade of animal life is similar to the 
cultivation of our choice apples from the wild crab. 
Evolution teaches us why some human beings 
are so much more animal and brutish than others in 
these generations and nations—they lack. eultiva- 
tion. Yet man has become a noble being, H. W. 
Beecher says, “Man as a fallen being should be 
ashamed of himself, but as a progréssiv being he 


| has something to be proud of.” "This is very true. 


"Third. Theology claims that the relation between 
God and man is that of father and child, parent and 


offspring. Under this relation, the law of justice de- 


mands of all parents and fathers that they protect 
these children and offspring. "This law.is imperativ 
upon all parents, and is found in animals as well as 
man. Should a serpent make its appearance to a 
hen on a dungheap (if she is not a theological hen), 
she would not remain quiet and see a serpent swal- 
low her chickens as the theological God did when 
a serpent, the devil, entered the Garden of Eden 
and encountered Adam and Eve. The.cow in the 
pasture, should she imagin her calf in danger, is 
immediately at its side to protect it, Did the the- 
ological God show the same parental care? He did 
not if theology be true, See the wild bear of. the 
forest ; disturb her cubs and. theology can't save 
you. If theology be true, God is lower in the scale 
of fatherhood than man or animal. Should any 
think I am speaking irreverently of the God of :the 
universe they make a mistake. It is the theological 
views of an imaginary God I find fault with, and 
wish it so understood. The. theological view of 
God is far below that of the heathen; nowhere in 
pagan history hav I found such a low, degrading 
representation of the character of their gods as I find 
in Jewish history—where God’s disposition is repre- 
sented as being below the lowest grade of ravenous 
heasts—a savage tyrant under the passion of anger. 
I will giv you a few Bible quotations: ** He was unto 
me as a bear lying in wait, and as a lion in secret 
places” (Lam. iii, 10). “I will pour out my wrath upon 
them like water? (Hos. v, 10). *Iwill be unto them 
as alion; as aleopard by the way will I observe them 
[his chosen people]; I will meet them as a bear that 
is bereaved of her whelps ; and will rend the caul of 
their heart and them will I devour like a lion ” (Hos. 
xiii, 7, 8). These and many more equally degrading 
pictures of God are found in the Jewish history.. Í 
ask, are such representations true or are they imag- 
inary? I, for charity's sake, pronouce them imagin- 
ary. Yet the writers of the Bible, in their low state 
of development, may hav been honest in their ideas 
of their imaginary God. But in this day, a god or 
man who would place his children where he.knew 
they were in danger of death and not protect them, 
destroys every particle of our reverence for him. 
Some may claim in the cases quoted that God was 
justified on account of the wickedness of the. peo- 
ple. But where was the wickedness of Adam and 
Eve to justify their exposure without protection 
against a ravenous devil (if theology be true), before 
whom they fell an easy prey, as two innocent lambs 
in a sheepfold would fall into the jaws of aravénous 
wolf in the absence of a careless shepherd? Come 
down to the logic of theology as to man’s fall and 
it can be comprehended in a few words : God sët a 
trap (baited with a sweet apple), the devil sprung it, 
and man was caught. Absurd and ridiculous as 
this appears, it yet covers the whole theological 
ground, ts 
Fourth. As to endless damnation, which theolo- 
gians claim was brought upon the human race by 
Adam's fall, it is not found in the sentence passed 
upon Adam, further than that he was informed his 
origin was dust and that he should return to dust, 
not to endless damnation. No such idea was taught 
by Moses, nor was it thought of for thousands of 
years, and I pronounce it unjust upon principle, 
The offense claimed is foo small. It would be the 
same as to hang a man for killing a mosquito, 
‘Some theologians claim Adam not only entailed 
death upon man, but upon all vegetable and animal 
life. Such an idea is not worthy of a remark, yet I 
hav heard it preached. I will now say to this audi- 
ence, change isa law of nature. Life never dies, 


‘and matter never grows less; therefore they are 


eternal. All physical forms are subject to the law 
of change, called death. Even the earth and the 
seasons change, producing, as we call it, life and 
death in the vegetable kingdom. Each form has 
its mission. The mission of a cornstalk is to pro- 
duce an ear, The life in the stalk does not-die, but 
passes into the ear, the corn is gathered, and the 
stalk, withered ard dead, goes back into the earth 
from whence it came. The same with human stalks, 
or bodies, whose mission is to produce or individu- 
alize spirit, At the dissolution of the body, called 
death, the life passes into the individualized spirit. 


d^ 
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form, and is gathered—enters a spiritual mansion 
suited to each one’s condition, subject to progres- 
sion—and the body of clay returns to the bosom of 
its Mother Earth. - roe 

„Fifth. What kind of a did Adam eat? Some 
say.it was an apple, that Eve ate the apple and gave 
ye the core. which stuck in hig duod ar the 
head of his windpipe, and can be felt in every man's 
throat. This is not theology, but no less foolish. 
If this fruit was eatable, it must hav been choice, 
and God did not intend his children should taste or 
otherwise be benefited from a knowledge of good 
andevil. oo 3 5:5 

Is.this the treatment of a kind and honorable 
father?. I answer, No. Suppose aà father points ont 
to his children a tree in his orchard and says, You 
may eat of all the trees but that one; it is sweet. 
If you eat of that tree I will punish you with death. 
None buta savage would make such a threat, and 
none but a demon of the lowest grade would execute 
such a threat for the first offense. Some claim his 
honor was at stake, No honorable father will make 
such conditions for himself. The fall of man, as 
claimed, is a slander on God. 

Here let me correct a prevailing error. I hav 
heard theologians say there was not a scientist on 
earth but had lit his taper by the light of the Chris- 
tian. church, Others say that in the absence of 
Christianity the world would be destitute of moral 
goodness and civilization. I will say, without fear 
of refutation, there is not a precept leading to moral 


goodness and civilization taught in Christianity 


but what was taught and practiced by pagans hun- 
dreds and thousands of years before Christianity 
was known, and the same with all the rites and 
ceremonies in the church. Yet she may hav made 
some good selections, but giv credit where it is due. 

As for a tree and its fruit, giv me the name of a 
tree and I will giv you the name of its fruit, The 
original writer may hav intended, by the garden 
scene, to hav illustrated a grand and noble principle; 
but theologians hav thrown their mantle of mystery 
over it, and what truth there is in it is hard to find. 

It is a well-known fact that parables, fables, and 
symbolic illustrations were the ancient style of 
speech, and historical figures and images were used. 
A lion was power and strength; a dragon, war, 
power, and strife; a lamb or dove was mildness and 
innocence ; à serpent was subtlety and wisdom, as 
can be seen from what Christ said to his disciples— 
* Be ye wise as serpents and harmless as doves "—a 
beautiful illustration. He being à medium, his con- 
troling spirit assumed the form of a dove and lit 
upon him and was his guardian through life, an em- 
blem of his disposition and life. A tree represented 
a principle from which it took its name; and as there 
is a possibility of the garden scene being true in a 
symbolical sense, I will defend it as such. 

First, I will say that we already hav some half 
dozen translations correcting errors, and one now in 
progress, which proves positivly that the Bible as 
it is worded is not reliable as history. See the book 
of Job, which represents God and Satan as two gam- 
blers in a game of guessing at the expense of an hon- 
est man, playing tricks on him to see how much he 
could stand. ‘This book had its origin in pagan 
fables, such as /Esop's, only on religions subjects. 
As a real fact it is ridiculous ; and so is the garden 
scene. Both accounts hav their origin in pagan 
fables. Job was a pagan prince. Therefore the 
character or figure which the transcribers or transla- 
tors supposed represented a garden was the earth, as 
can be seen by the four rivers, symbolizing the four 
quarters of the earth, which was then understood to 
be flat, and also from the fact that no trace of this 
garden, or of such trees in history as are said to hav 
grewn in it, can be found. The figure of a man and 
woman represented ‘the human race, and they were 
named: Adam and Eve as individuals. The tree of 


knowledge of good and evil was named after the 


two great elevating principles, "The tree of life was 
the great animating ‘principle throughout the uni- 
verse, the same 28 the tree of liberty is emblematic 
of our national rights. ) 

The flaming sword, turning every way to guard 
the tree of life, shows the impossibility of living for- 
ever physically. The serpent was wisdom, man’s 
greatest teacher. As for wisdom crawling upon 
the ground and eating dust, has not that been 
the treatment she has received at the hands of man 
under the claim of the priesthood ? Rev. Edward 
Beecher, while living in Galesburg, Ill., said in my 
presence that he had tried to make the reconcilia- 
tion, but could not; and he did not believe Adam 


fell any more than he did. “If he fell, he fell up, 


and mankind has been falling up ever since Adam's 
day. The idea of man’s fall, as claimed,” he said, 
“compromises the character of God, and cannot be 
true." I asked why he did not preach his honest 
belief. His answer was prompt and to the point— 
* We preachers hav to feed the people with that 
which they can digest; if not, they will throw it up.” 
A truer statement was never made by a preacher. 

_ I now close my argument so far as concerns the 
fall of man, leaving the theological view of man’s 
redemption untouched, claiming that I hav made 
out my case, and that my position is tenable and ao- 


cords with one-half of the preachers’ honest cónvic- 

As for the knowledge of good and evil causing 
man to fall in any sense, it is false, This knowledge 
is the root and foundation of man’s reasoning pow- 
ers, the basis of moral goodness, of civilization, edu- 
cation, virtue, modesty, and refinement; and to 
claim that God, in the capacity of a father, did, in 
any age of man’s existence, directly or indirectly, for- 
bid man to exercise, or in any way to become pos-- 
sessed of, a knowledge of good and evil whereby he 
is enabled to discern between right and wrong, is a 
slander and insult upon humanity and common 
sense,.and destroys all that makes a father honor- 
able, loving, and kind. : : 

As for the theological claims that the crucifixion 
of Christ’s body on the cross was to repair the 
breach made by Adam’s fall, that is a matter to be 
hereafter considered, but is no less false in the man- 
ner in which it is held. i i i 


Sexual Intemperance.—No. 1. - 
“If each woman would claim and hold complete owner- 


ship of her own body, preserving herself pure from every i 


merely sensual thought Or approach, permitting herself to 
incur the risk of motherhood only when all the conditions 
are favorable for a wise parentage and a pure offspring, 
there would soon be scarcely a crime left ou the calendar, : 
and the serpent Sensuality, with ‘bruised head,’ would 
flee from the Eden of the human race.” 7 

If we cannot at once do all these things, we can begin to 
try and do what we can, We can begin to think purer 
thoughts and liv purer lives. We can lop cff a branch here 
and another there of the tree of lust, and we can dig around 
it and cut off a portion of the roots, thus, little by little, de- 
Btroying the wbole, root, trunk, branch, and limb. We 
can strive to keep our minds busy with good and pleasant 
thoughts, and our hands at work achieving good and great 
deeds. We must strive to rise each day a little higher, to 
make our loves more pure and unselfish. We must study 
the laws of health, and Jearn the fact that of all forms of 
intemperance the world has ever known that cf sexual in- 
temperance is the worst, the widest spread, and most 
terrible and fatal in its results, = — 

It is a well-knowa fact that out worst habits are the very 
ones that we hedg> about most carefully with veils of 
secrecy and walls of darkness, Every attempt to investigate 
or to throw light upon the evil is met by determined and 
obstinate opposition. ''My body is my own, and it is no 
one’s business what Ido with it,” cries one. ‘Its my own 
lookout if I injure myself,” says another, ‘(I guess I know 
what is best for me,” says a third ; and all these firmly be- 
lieve in individual personal rights, and think they are justi- 
fled by nature's demands and claims in their intemperance, 
Very few realize how little we know of Nature and her 
laws, Adaptivneas is one of the most common attributes of 
all living organisms, A sudden change in climate, food, or 
other important particular that would be sure death to 
plant, animal, or mau, may be brought about slowly and 
gradually, and 80 become seemingly natural to it and of no 
apparent injury. Now we of the human race hav adapted 
ourselves to so many different conditions in life that we fiud 
it almost impossible to go back to nature's truest aud best 
laws, And it is only after long ages of wrong and intem- 
perate living that we begin to realize we hav stepped aside 
from tbe right track, There has beca a dimly rec ‘gnized 
idea prevailing fora long time that sexual excesses were 
eating out the vital forces of humanity, All along through 
the ages now and then one has seen this dreadful evil in all 
its naked deformity ; and from these few occasionally steps 
forth a brave, fearless spirit, and boldly proclaims his 
knowledge to the world. A ‘‘Qupid’s Yokes,” or some 
Other startling essay, bursts into being and stirs up the 
moral cesspool to its very dregs. What isthe result ? Do 
the people bless their savior and heed his warnings and 
teachings! No! ''Crucify him!” ** Crucify him!” is the 
cry, ''He is teaching immorality, obscenity, and Free. 
love. He will ruin the pure and innocent minds of the 
young and pollute the souls of the elders.” So the man is 
tried, convicted, and punished for telling un welcome truths, 
and the world complacently folds its hands, draws closer 
the veil between the light of knowledge and temperance 
and the darkness of ignorance and intemperance, and by 
continued indulgence increases desire in the present genera- 
tion and fastens it on the next asa fatal gift of inheritance. 
Look around you, my friends, and see the consequences of 
the ignorance, lust, and gratified passions of mankind. 
Weak, feeble, and delicate mothers, suffering from all kinda 
of “female diseases,” some the result of lives they them- 
selva hav led, and some inherited from lustful parents, 
grandparents, and great-grandparents. Can you find just 
barely one strong, sound, well woman? I hav carefully 
watched, for ten long years, for barely one, and hav not yet 
found her, True, dress and other wrong conditions hav 
done something toward produciog this sad state of female 
debility among our wives, mothers, and sisters, but these 
are but as a drop in the bucket when compared with that 
greater sin against nature—iexual intemperance. The re- 
productiv organs are the most important, most carefully 
delicate and sensitivly organiz:d, of any portion of the 
body, for nature always seeks most diligently and earnestly 
for the best and surest means of perpetuating the species. 

Everything in plant, animal, and man has to bend to this 
one object; and hence it is that so much depends upon a 
true knowledge and right usage of these most important, 
portions of the human system, Nature will adapt herself to 
great and long-continued abuses, but she always has her 
revenge, if so we may call it, She inflicts her penaltles on 
every transgressor of her laws each time they are violated, 
4 Intemperance, sexually as well ag in liquoy-drinking, creates 


-eager for, they ought to thank me, 


an imperativ demand for more and stili more indulgence, 
till it becomes so strong in many people as to be beyond 
personal control, and is really a disease, and should be so 
treated by society, and the victim should be restrained by 
force or imprisonment until cured or relieved. te 

Personal freedom is one of. the most precious and price- 
less of all the privileges and blessings of man; but this 
birthright of the racé i8 sacrificed when au individual tres- 
passes upon the rights of others: And :this is done when- 
ever by personal, selfish gratification a man or woman 
wrongs à child out of its inheritance of a sound mind ing 
healthy body. A corrupt tree cannot-bring forth good fruit, 
Parents who violate the sexual laws by a too frequent 
indulgence of passionate impulses cannot create - pure, 
strong, and healthy children. All pleasures that are inno- 
cent in their effects, and make us better and happier, are 
good and legitimate ; but no matter how strongly we crave 
or long for the gratification of any feeling or passion, if 
we know the result will be future suffering, evil, or wrong, 
we should restrain ourselves and practice a resolute self. 
denial. There is a joy in conquered passions that far 
exceeds al] that which springs from gratified appetites when 
they lead to known evils, 

“Let us, then, 1n reverence bowing, 
Honor most of all mankiad 
Such as keep their great thoughts plowing 


Deepest in the fleld of mind.” ; 
—Alice Cary. 


ELMINA DRAKE ÑLENKER. 
e 
A Plea for Free Debate. 

To THE EDITOR oF Tux TRUTH BEEKER, Sir? There 
has been an interesting discussion going on through TER 
TRUTA BEEKER upon Spirituslism and Materialism. Some 
Liberals, I perceive, deplore such a war of ideas. Why 
should they? How can any one who professes to believe im 
free. discussion object to controversy about Spiritualism? 
Some writers imagin that such debates will prevent Spir- 
itualists and Materialists working together. Who should 
care for a union of effort on such terms? I believe the 
Roman Catholic church sacrificed freedom of opinion, and 
its free expression, to unity, No, no; let us hav no sup- 
pression of free utierance, no matter how much benefit may 
be thought to accrue from the policy of silence. - If there is 
Spiritualist in this broad land who will be less my friend 
because I candidly and earnestly advocate Materialism and 
combat Spiritualism, then I will be obliged to get through 
life without his or her friendship, notwithstanding I seta 
high value on the good will of my fellow-beinge. On the 
other hand, if there is a Materialist who cannot co-operate 
with a Spiritualist who is not a bigot and who is a Liberal, 
because the Spiritualist believes in a summer land, it seems 


‘to me that that Materialist needs to be reconstructed. 


I am glad that there are Spiritualists and Materialists. 
Let the world understand, once for all, that, in their re- 
spectiv fields, thought is unfettered nnd speech is forever 
free as the air we breathe, No temporiziogs; no sacrifice of 
conviction for the sake of repose. Both systems are reyo- 
lutionary; both seck the truth by different routes. If the 
Spiritualists hava truth which the Materialiats hav nof, 
that fact alone is eufficient to warinnt a conflict of thought 
between them; and, for my part, I rejoice that THE TRATH 
SEEKER comprehends the situation aod is true to its named, 
Why, look at ii! The editor went to prison for a principle, 
Was he not advised to let ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes” alone and 
attend to bis legitimate business of editor and publisher? 
D. M. Bennett could:hav avoided prison by avoiding au 
unpopular question. His devotion to the principle of free 
speech gave him the right, in his judgment, to tell a book, 
He scorned compromise, It was his busjnegs to sell that 
book. If it was a little matter, he was not to blame for 
that. The church was ‘‘little” enough to punish him for 
his truth, and thousands of us hate that church more than 
ever because it has dared to lay its hypocritical hands on 
our ark of liberty. 

Cau & truth seeker consistently refuse to consider any 
question, avy problem, which is engaging the attention of 
millions? Not in enmity, but in friendliness, should all 
inquiries be conducted. It isin this spirit that I approach 
the discussion of modern Spiritualism. If it is in my power 
to put Spiritualists to the very testing that they claim to be 
For more than thirty 
years they hav been saying, ‘‘Prove us.” I propose to do 
my best atit, As I believe the mass of them are sincere, 
they will not shrink from close investigation, but court it, 
We can employ ourselves in the examination without be- 
littling each other. 

Oue of the strangest reasons given for not discussing the 
questions of immortality and spirit communication is, “We 
find in this life sufficient to exercise our entire abilities, 
Strength, and energy." I accept that, I, too, hold that 
‘Cone world at a time should be our motto and our rule of 
action,” It is because I hold these statements to be true 
that {am willing and anxious to debate the question of 
future life and all it implies. Let Spiritualists be satisfied, 
in any way, that there ia no positiv proof of a spiritual 
world, and they will doubtless join the Materialists in mak- 
ing this one plcasanter. The mind naturally clings to un- 
disturbed ideas. Satisfy the mind of a Christian that his 
Bible is not the ** word of God," and that his heaven, hell, 
devil, and God are myths, and be is prepared to accept this 
world for all it is worth. If you want old ideas to remain, 
let no whisper of doubt or debate be heard. 

Is it nota trifle inconsistent for a writer to object to 
debate about another world and then to argue against the 


' existence of such a world himself? He commits logical 


suicide. 
Let there be no embargo on thought or speech! 
Yours respectfully, W, F. JAMIESON, 


172 and 174 Clark street, Ghicago, 11, 
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The pen of this qarhape: all too ready writer has been 
taking a needed rest. For two years it had been busily en- 
gaged in defense; sometimes: in attack, but only for the 
purpose of defense; sometimes in the enunciation and advo- 
cacy of principles, but mainly: ‘drawn out to streïgthen He 
defense, 

` Now Mr, Bennett i is out of prison; Heywood is pardoned; 
Dr. Foote has paid his fine ; Abbot, the principal assailant, 
is hors du combat; Bundy has been shamed into silence’; 
Comstock has been driven to his own nativ barnyard heap ; 
no more victims present themselves for defense, and the 
Defense Association has adjourned to meet only on call 
when needed. What shall such a writerdo ? Is O:hello's 
occupation really gone? Must so.old a dog learn. new 
iricks ? ? Not by any means, The rebellion in the ‘Liberal 

ranks being quelled all along the lines, and the rebels lying 
. Stiff and stark on the battle-field, volunteers for the union 
will take their honorable discharge, return to the ranks of 
the people, and resume their not yet forgotten trades, Bo 
I will mine.. 

War, either of defense or attack, especially ittack, never 
was my best hold, my normal condition, nor in any way my 
attraction, Not of my own motion did I choose the soldier’s 
trade. I was drafted. I seemed to be an apparent inno- 
cent forced in to defend principles where angels feared to 
tread ; yes, really good, pure, beautiful, highly-cultured 
angels fairly trembled with fear lest they should soil their 
pretty wings defending the very principles they had adver- 
tised as newly imported, fresh right out of heaven, Well, 
at the conclusion of this fight, fool as I seemed to be for 
rushing i in, Iam still able tosay—and to sing—I don’t “want 
to be an angel and with the angels stand.” It seems to me 
their white. robes are rather more bedraggled than my 
breeches and brogans, and ever so much more than if they 
had sailed fearlessly in. Any how I would not accept an invi- 
tation to a wedding party in Paradise looking as they do— 
that is, if they hav wedding parties in Paradise, which I 
am told they don't, and I half suspect that is what makes it 
such a happy country to liv in. ButifIhad come out of & 
drawing. ‘room. wake, or a highly-»ultured Kilkenny affair, 
smutted as they are for all the tucking up of their skirts, I 
Should hav to te bathed, barbered, shampooed, and laun- 
dried all over, even if Lung Choo, child of the sun and 
descendant of Confucius, charged me $1 50 a dc z2n for the 
lavation. Butallthatis past. Leaving the old ine idi 
in their suds, what cause shall I espouse next ? 

When I was first recruited in the late war, I heard some 
complaint that *' Leland is too severe," and it has been run- 
ning in my head recently, now that the struggle, or one stage 
of. it, is over, I ought to apologize for rot putting on gloves 
when | boxed a sham Liberal over the head, or for not tak- 
ing cff boots when I kicked a retreating coward still farther 
to the rear. I don’t know but this is due to TRUTH SEEKER 
readers, who hav been so kind to me, so patient with my 
vagaries, ard so appreciativ of my well-meant efforts to 
get a heating for firet prirciples and secure the best good of 
the whole Liberal cause, especially my. determination to 
uphold its living, working heroes, and drum its drones.ard 
incapables out of camp. Also, hearing so much of: the 
blessings of peace and the shame of’ strife among Liberals, 
I felt still more struck under conviction, and saw, or 
thought I saw, the error of my ways. So penitent did Ijm 
hrgome that I began to formulate some nébulcus shapings 
of a contrite statement, and the dim and dawning terms 
which some kind of an apology should take. Indeed, I just 
now took up my apologetic pen, and poised it in readiness 
to condense my mental cloudland into something solid, to 
receive impressions from the angels of peace, as it were, 
when a friend placed under my contemplativ vision tle 
Jong clipping from the New York Telegram : 


THE POLEMICS OF JOURNALISM, 


The history of journalism is the history of war. Ji ornak 
ism is war. Its aims, its methods, its triumphs and rewards, 
are those of war. . There may be newspapers that attain to 
a fair degree of success entirely owing to their excellence 
jn the material and fundamental dep ‘rtments of journalism. 
There ig one thing needful to the perfection of their success. 
They need something to fight, something to fight for. A 
cause, a clientage, a principle, a party even, in the lack of: 
a worthier ol ject of allegiance, is required to endow the 
form with the spirit of journalism, and to giv the crowning 
symmetry to the editors vocation, All the great editors, 
the captains in journalism, whose exploits the Telegram has 
recorded, hav had this point in common—they were good 
fighters. The independent journalist is none the less a sol- 
dier because he drills with no party. .He is the greater 
soldier. He commands a corps in the army of progress 
instead of a regimental division. There is danger in the 
present fashion of reaction from the occasional verba] in- 
temperance of the rude and vigorous pioneer journalists, 
There is danger that the press may fall into less excusable 
euphemiem and finicism. The pungency and flivor of latter-, 
day editorial writing is diluted swith something too much of 
“our esteemed contemporary.” 


‘Tread tbat bit of journalistic wisdom, at once flung my 
goose quill out of the, window, and resumed my old familiar 
pen of steel. As long as Iam a journalist, I hav enlisted: 
for war, and the whole wer. ''Journalistn 4s war," Lit- 
eral journalism is pre.emioently militant, and must: be 
inthe nature of things and in spite of wishes for peace. 
That ''polemic" is the portrait of Mr. Bennett exactly. 
*'Heisthe' greater soldier.” He led the van, and thereby 
beceme prisoner of war. His paper, Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 


jp 8 fighting journal; and if we ere enjoying some degree of | 


pu s Hn ` AN Boe m — en 


peace just:now, it is because this journal, its- editor, and his: Wood, of Lunenburg; Ezra H. Héywood, of Princeton’; 
assistants and correspondents hav conquered that peace. : If Josephine Ri Stone; David ‘Wilder, JW. Stillman, J. H. 
there are specks of war remaining, some Abbot and Bundy Swain, E.-B. McKenzie, of: Boston, and other&. Board, $1.00 
guerrillas still skulking in the Underbrush, tliey too: will be to"$2.00 per day at hotels and boarding-housés. ` "Executiv 
smoked out, and all their paths shall be peace. | . Qom;: John: Orvis, John M. Spear, Josephine RË ‘Stone, 
“But, after them, what? Why, new causes for war win E. H. Heywood, Henry Ne MeiR H; ai om. 
arise, new ‘claims, new propositions, new. principles to be COT John Orvis, Pres.-; Tilt TP ioo "Muss, tone, 
discussed, new measures to be fought, out ; and the fighters 2 Address J. Flora Tilton, Pr ne ees 
who survive will be both those wlio hav "gp and’ are fit. n DUMP COM SOURCES o Sunc Taha o 
When there is not something to controvert,. something’ HO eg L A Corréction, : 
debate, something to form an arena of ` opinion to wrangle | ^ ^ 
in, journalism will be stale, flat, and unprofitable, : and the 
mission of THE TRUTH SEEKER will end, Very few readers 
in the good | timé coming, if it comes too ‘good, will psy 


ead 


l ‘To. THE | Eprron. or Tug. TRUTH: ÜREXER, Bir Bier 
since I sent those lying statements of T. L. Savage's’ for 
publication I hav felt guilty of spreaüing: before tlie public 
& vile and false slander against two of the. best and ‘truest 

three dollars a-year for a journal that has only the ‘feeble, Liberals in the .countty, Mr. J.P. Mendum snd: Horace 

uneventful annals of peace, harmony, and.accórd te report; Beaver. I now wish to atone, as far as possible, for my in- 
and that vista of the future which has not the prospect of discretion, . L-refer to Mr, Savage's’ inquiry; which T say 
so much as an intellectual shindy in it will be very uninvit- | Was made.‘on School street, ‘in. the: presence. of’ Oharles 
ing. No use issuing a prospectus of such a calm, tet | Ellis, namely, * Why do yeu try to.defend.those men, 

There is the National Liberal League too—it is a fighting , Meridum and Seaver, if ypu are an honest man?" ~T then 
institution. Organization as well as journalism is war. 'replied:that I did not profess to- be honest. He ;also:said 

The League was Organized to contest something, to make that “ Underwood knows thege.men are crooked.” , i: 4 

good a claim, to fight its way with other organizations, till| I havonce before detended ‘Mr. Mendum. aghinat, ithese 

it shall conquer its rights against all other organizations Ţ false charges, through your paper... , ud 
which impose wrongs. The League comes to bring not! Mr. Bennett, you know that I hav always. defended, Mr, 
peace but a sword, or, at all events, a sword first with : Mendum honestly, all through the Paine Hal) troubles, 
which to conquer peace. ` I hope, now that so many of the | ' from the time of: the Altman. trouble, I hav always seen 
I that there was nothing wrong but misunderstanding be- 

commok enemy are under our feet, to giv some. attention to, 

dent of or anization | ‘tween the trustees., I, now repeat again that I hav never 
the Lesigue, ‘I hav Always bec a aiu » | yet seen the first crooked thing against Mr. J. P. Mendum 
and an advocate of ihe application of the. forces of organiza- or Horace ‘Beaver, and T hav, no doubt: but that. ‘the court 
tion to the propsgation of Liberalism, . I hav always been : | will soon so decide. 

aware of the immense results that can be accomplished by; Tregard Messre. Savage and, Ellis’ 8 Charges a gainst ‘Mr. 

organization, and of the weakness and worthlessness of any , !Mendum as not ‘only false, but. childish. and foolish, with 

class of reformers without it, Before the persecution began no a leg to stand upon. Yours respectfully, B. 

against Mr, Bennett, I was a warm Indes man, and was) Cambridge; Mass , June 19, 1880. J. &. Vasirx, 

charmed wiih Mr. Abbot and with the work and prospects | - 

of the League which he had established. So now, disband- 

ed recruit as I am, unpensioned and on the half of no 

pay, I return to my first love, and hope I may be able to 
say many good words in favor of the League, its work, and 

its development into a first-class power. Mr. Abbot him- i 

self has lost faith in organization, The high-toned, cultured - 

classes, he says, won't organiz3 and won't let him run the 
organization if they do. He is immediately put into aj 


minority of one, and so, in his view, crganization is a bad| m 7 Abbot: I hav just read in the Index of-June 17th 
thing. He concedes that it is only the uncultured classes, ! your comments on the notice of the next Annual Free- 
the roughs of Liberalism, fishermen and sailmakers, who | thinkers’ Convention, and I am pained to see the disposition 
can organize and succeed. Mr. Underwood takes the same you exhibit in those comments. It is sad to see one whom 
view, He is dead against tag-rag and bobtail. He relies | I once 80 highly: respected, and who for many years did 
on the individual—no need of Leagues, Teach the indi- good work in the Liberal cause, so demoralized that he 
vidual, convert the individual, lecture to miscellaneous | appears to be endeavoring to undo all the good he ever 
audiences of individuals, publish books and papers, and, did. 

society will take care of itself. Well, given time enough, | Thé notice you, refer to originated with me, and if there 
this is approximately true, but we need to save time in is anything wrong about it, Iam responsible for it. Since 


 Alihot's Last Kick. 


. To THE EDITOR OF Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Bir: The fol- 
lowing i is a copy of a letter I just. mailed to the Index for 
publication, but, judging from past experience, I do not 
expect it wil be published in that journal, Please giv iit a 
place in your paper: 

SALAMANCA, N. Y., June- 19, 1880. . 


the propagation of correct principles as well as of new | the organization ‘of ‘the Association, as the Corresponding f 


Secretary, I hav been intrusted with procuring the speakers, 
NE o OT On o ctr PIS whei We; and I hav always tried to obtain the very best in the cqun- 


try. I remember at one time cordially.. EE RF. E. 
Abbot, ; 

Your insinuation that I am a Freelover is beneath. my 
notice, and you would blush to make tt if you were ihe man 


potatoes. 
can do ten years’ work in oné on the organized plan? The. 3 
difference between individual effort and organization is the 
difference between hand labor and machinery. We will let 
Mr. Underwood continue swingisg his old scythe, while 
advanced Liberals organíze Leagues and walk into the Ionce considered you to be, 
Christian ranks with a McCormick Reaper. The League| © Ag to the notice, I stated that the persons named ' were 
has paid all its cost already. It justifies its being by its! expected to attend,” and I still hope and expect they will. 
works, and it will make itself more and more felt from now i A majority of them hav already promised tò be present. 
on, It is sufficiently harmonious, too, at the present | You claim I hav done ‘injustice to Dr. Adler and Mr, "Un- 
moment. There are no dissensions in its ranks. since the derwood. Let ue see, Oa June, 18;h inst,, Mr. Underwood 
casting out of its devils by Beelzebub. wrote.to me: “If I remain East, and am not sufféring 
Individual effort, then, is good in its place, and organiz 1- | badly from the malady that affccts me every summer, I will 
tion is good in its place. One is not to be taken, and the, attend and speak at the. Convention. "You may announce 
other left; One is the left hand, the other the right. Let{that I will probably be preseut, and if I find I cannot, I 
them wash each other and work together for good. 0, willso inform you by or. before August.” : 
journalism and organization are another pair of hands; both |. I hav not heard as yet from Prof. Adler, but as he wrote 
are mailed hands and adapted to war. Let them also co-|!n6 last year a kind and gentlemanly note declining to 
operate and build up each other. Journalism is semi-organ- | attend the Convention on account of some previous engage- 
jzation with radical lines out in all directions from à center, EE Pi apa ee a iq. 
The Liberal League is organization with cross lines all H hay a bigher respect than for'Dr. Adler; He is doing 
around the center. That makes the web complete, and all what but few:Liberals are, I regret to say, putting his Lib. 
orthodox flies will eventually accept invitations to walk into eralism to. practice, and I hay too exalted of opinion of this 
The parlor of our organizition: 7 fiiend of humanity to believe that he would refuse to pre- 
Still I advertise for proposals—what shall I write about | sent the views that he. entertained | to any respectable audi- 
next? Who hath his qaarrel just? And has it to let? 


.'| ence of his fellow-citizens. T 
T. C. LELAND. 
oo 


1 : that we expect to attend this Convention. We wish.to get 
e A Misstatement Corrected. . |together a number of thousands of free men and women, 
It was stated in Tam TRUTH SEEKER—by Mr. H. L | and our desire is to procure the best thinkers in the various 
Green, we think—ihat Hon. A. B. Bradford had published | schools of Freethought to address the great meetiug,: If 
his lecture before the Pittsburgh Liberal League, and that | our Free Religious friends expect to become a power for 
those wishing copies should write to him, This was a mis- | good they must not fear to go out into the world and preach 
take. The lecture, which was such an admirable statement | their new gospel to the peuple of the world. And we-not 
of the League’s purposes that we reprinted it in these col-| only desite to obtain the attendance of Prof. Adler, -but 
umns, was published by the Pittsburgh League, and those | also that polite, learned, and gentlemanly preacher of New 
desirous of obtaining it should address. Robort Peet, 18| Bedford, William J. Potter, who is soon, I am pleased to 
Boyle street, Allegheny City, Te the Speret of the | learn, to take charge of the Index, 
League. with us. And all will be done that can be done to make.the 
- Convention one of the best and most important to true Lib- 
The Princeton Meeting. ' eralism that haa éver been held in this country. We wish 
Everybody is invited to attend the Second Annual Con-|Mr. Abbot was inclined to help us in place of trying to 
vention of the Union Reform League. at the Town Hall, | irjure the movement. 
Princeton, Mase., July 4, 5, and 6, 1860. This Lague iss I must say you are not easily pleased. If I had invited 
union for mutual aid, defense, and growth of ute various aud named as spezkers in my call or notice persons who 
progressiv movements. Vital topics, such as government, | weté known as Freelovers, and who were not generally 


land, labor, finance, usury, marriage, sexology, free speech, | considered the best répresentativs of Freethought, then - 


press, and mails, will be discussed from the most. radical: you would certainly hav condemnéd me, And now that I 
standpoint by such repregentativ men apd women as Stephen | [em trying to engage the vory best Liberal epeakers to bo 
Pearl Asdrows, Henry Appleton, of New York ;.A, H, : hed yor algo gondema me, a for one thing I must thank 


. And the persons named are not the only eminent ipeakeri ; 


He will be invited to.be- 


——————— 


you—tor publishing. a notice of the Convention, 
you can be assured that it will ‘be a success, 
.. Respectfully yours, — 
Salamarica, m F., , June. 19,. o 


And 
“HE L GREEN, 


refers. ‘to, and, which. ETE gentleman. would be. guilty ot 
writing; reads. 88.follows, after quoting the advertisement 
and mentioning the names. of. speakers. expected: '*The 
managers of thia Convention. are. the same -disreputable 
clique of Freelovers and:repealers who. successfully carried 
out their conspiracy to capture the: National Liberal League 
at Syracuse, but they-hav the shréwdness to keep themselves 
in the background, and ‘to 'uge the mares of others: before 
the public, without: authority, we are persuaded, 
least the case of Dr. Adler and Mr. Underwood. ` If 80; 
these gentlemen will repudiate this impudent and unauthor- 
jzed use of: their names for purposes with which they can- 
not sympathize.” This is a tissue of falsehood from begin-, 
ning to ‘end,’ The man who wrote it is an infamous Jiar 
and slanderer, Whether Freelove is good or bad; "there. is. 
not, a man who pretends -to advocate it who has. anything. 
whatever to do with getting up the. Hornellsville meeting. 


. There i8; nobody keeping ** in the "background. " Abbot has 


been 80. chagrined. and maddened at his righteous defeat at 
Syracuse that. he has lied‘and snarled.enough since to sink 
a ship, provided lies and snarlings would do it. Let the: 


' Liberal public, rejoice that his weekly lies end oy also) 


are uy at an ‘end. Ep. T.8] 
a, x 


. How About: the ‘Brussels Congres f. 


Many hav requested. Mr, A, L.. Rawson. ‘and the editor of 
this paper to go to Europe and help represent the Liberals 
of the United States in that International Congress. Many 
societies hav also duly sent in certificates of representation. 
It promises to be; a meeting of some. importance: "We hav 
received within a. ‘few days a letter from Charles Bradlaugh, 
saying the. ‘secular societies: of England would be: repre- 


sented in the. Congress, and. that, he, would himself. þe one ; 


of tlie delegates. : 

We, are. willing to go, we are. willing. to Tose the time, but 
hav not the necessary, funds. It takes money.....We cannot 
walk over, nor swim iț,.. A few friends hay shown their 
generosity, but the great body are: indifferent, - Not. one. 
tenth part enough of funds hav been gent in. Our Christian 
opponents, are furnishing funds for sending. hundreds of: the 
poor, ove vorked, and underpaid clergy over to hav a good 
time ; “put, the. Liberals , of the United: States seem. not 
disposed. or not. able to. send over. Noi delogatenr. to the 
Freethinkers’ Congress, ; Straws show. - 

We would not say.a word about funds: it we had them: on 
hand and, could safely, Spare them from, our business; but we 
hav them not. It is the dull time of the year for-selling, 
books and: renewing subscriptions, and every dollar received 
is needed to keep up the daily expenses of the, paper. 

We make. this last appeal. If there are others who feel 
disposed to “contribute alittle toward the trip prcposed, let 
them remit early such donations as they feel like making.. 
If enough remittances do. not come in to: send two, one will 
go. If. not ‘enough. tó send one, the money. will be returned 
to the donors, or: used, as they direct. f 

Bhall: we hear from our friends or skall the enterprise he 
abandoned? If one. in ten of the readers of Tan TRUTH 
SEEKER ; will send one,. dollar, we.can go; but,if money for 
at least à considerable, ;ghare of the expenses is not received, 
we will conclude to stay at home, and. ,88y; no. more: about 
going to Europe. Our. friends are. ine ones to decide this 
question. 


i PES etf f 


T. L, Savage for the Third and Last Time. 


Bosron, June 19, 1880. 

Mr. BENNETT, Dear Sir: In THE: ; TRUTH SEEKER, June 
19th, J. 8. Verity says, “ Either T. L, Savage or J. S. Ver- 
ity is an infamous liar.” I wish to say & few words in 
reply. In all courts where evidence conflicts, the party is 
to be believed’ who tells the most reasonable story. In 
regard to the meeting at my house, Mr. Elis has been a 
member of my family the greater part of the time for the 
past four years. Mr, Underwood made us a friendly visit 
on September 20, 1879, and on the morning of. the 21st 
attended, with- Mr. Ellis and myself, the lectures at Parker's. 
Memorial ; saw Mr. Verity, and spoke with him. I hav 
never heard any person deny that fact, Now the point Mr. 
‘Verity wishes to make is that I said there was a meeting in 
which Mr. Underwood read and decided: to publish those 
lettera, which is not true, He (Verity) says he has. tried to 
be honest, but fell short, ‘Would it not be logical to say 
he had: tried to be truthful, but could not. ‘He reminds me 
of the man that would "ot lie for twelve and a half cents, 
but would tell eight for one dollar, A person acting in the 
capacity of a. spy, in my opinion, would be in:a state of 
mind capable of stating almost anything. If I was caught 
playing the jackal for the leaders of spurious Liberalism, I 
would not make any claim to truth or honesty. Ido not 
wish to:‘represent either Mr. Ellis or Underwood in any con- 
nection with the publication of those foolish letters, as I 
well know how capable they both are to speak for them- 
selves. Mr. Underwood has already given his opinion, and 
no doubt Mr. Ellis would if called upon, and as for myself, 
I saw and read-one of those letters à year before their pub- 
lication, and. considered it a very foolish affair, and 
dismissed it from my mind. In your remarks you seem 
more ready to giv credit to à man who has shown himself 
to be dishonest, and advise the better way to own up and be 
honest, in which I heartily agree ; and the.sooner you take 
a small dose of that medicine, and recómmend your friend 
J. 8. Verity to do likewise, the sooner true Liberalism will 
take the stand and giv you thst support which moràlity and 
truth are entitled to. . Tzxo. L. RAVAGE. 


REPLY. 

Mr. Savage makes but a poor attempt to invalidate Mr. 
Veritys word.. It will be impossible for him to do it, 
There is scarcely a man who knows Mr. Verity that will try 
to accuse p xd bolig capabi of falsehood, ‘The flings 


; eight lies for a dollor is pointless. 


in ath 


the truth of Bavage’s original statement: : 
and that Underwood went there’ and spent a part of two. 


‘wood’s—like Abbot—that lie should be hobnobbing with 
, bin’ without an object. 


has only corroborated it. 


Che Truth Seeker, Inne 26, 1880. 


about his dishonesty are simply contemptible. - There is:not 


a more honest man in the country:: The. little joke about 
The fling also about 
being a “spy” is quite uncalled for. Mr. Verity did. not 
play the part of a spy in any sense of the word.. The letters 


under consideration had been published and were: then a |. 


lagitimate topic. of conversation, Mr. Verity, stepping into 
Mr, Savage’s pawn-shop, very naturally mentioned them. 
Seeing Ellis's ear-marks in the blackguarding, lying, slan- 
derous sandwiches between the letters, he asked if Ellis did 
not write them. Savage aid, “ Yes; he did.” He also im- 
parted the information that Underwood had met ‘Ellis at his 
(Savage '&) house, and looked over those letters,. and decided, 
to publish them; and further that at the time this conversa- 
tion took place Elis was in Chicago helping. Bundy, on, the 
Journal [fixing up. Bennett's letters for .further publication, 
with more Ellisióm intersperséd, of course,] He was the 
£.-P. Journals “ special agent.” 

This information imparted by Savage i is undoubtedly 6 cor- 
rect, In fact not one of the parties interested hav attempted. 
to squarely deny it. The dodging, prevaricating, dust- 
throwing, etc., that hav been resorted to hav only confirmed 
He admitted 
before Underwood that the letters were in his house, and 
that the matter. of their publication had been considered, 


days and a night. “Of course he had an object in going 
there. Ellis is not supposed to be so near a friend of Under- 


"There is but one reasonable con- 
clusion that can be arrived at—those letters were tle great 
attraction, and not Ellis or Savage ; and the extraordinary 
interest the bosom quartet subsequently manifested in the 
letters confirms it, They expected to “crush” the writer, 
and wished to do it. Underwood’s remark at about that 
time to a: prominent Massachusetts Liberal that '* Bennett 
must be crushed," tells in sonorous words what the purpose 
and hopes of the quartet: were. Their subsequent conduct 


But it is unnecessary to dwell longer upon , this uupleag- 
| ant Subject. Everybody is tired of it. "The ‘facts are before 
the people, and they undoubtedly understand the whole 
business ‘pretty correctly, Let the four coadjütors hav all 
the glory to which they are entitled, and *'let us hav peace,” 
Let not:the subject be referred to again. —Iip. T. $. ` 


Brother Bell. Busily Breaking the Bread. 


"To THE EDITOR or Tak TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: I hav 
been kept. quite busy since I left home on the 17th day of 
April. I gave a lecture Sunday, April 18th, in New Haven, 
'Conn., before the Ethical Society and the League, which, 
combined, gave me a good audience, The prominent and ear ^ 
nest workers here are Mr. F. E. Hermance and A. 8. Welch. 
Next night I gave a lecture in Morrisania on ‘‘ Hell, or the 


Modocs in Heaven,” to a small but appreciativ audience. May |. 


25th and 26th I gave three lectures in Oil City, Pa., to com- 
parativly small audiences. A singular circumstance occurred 
there between myself and an old-time friend whom I had not 
seen for twenty-five years. The gentleman, D. W. McLane, 
who corresponded with me and secured. me to lecture in Oil 
City, was an intimate friend of mine twenty-five years ago 
in a place not. far from Oil City, and when I went to Oil. 
City I had been in conversation with him a long time before 
Ionce thought of identifying him with the D. W. McLane 
of “ye ancient time," He did not hav an equal chance of 
recognizing me, as I was a boy of sixteen years of age when 
he last saw me. We enjoyed a hearty laugh at the manner 
in which our.eyes were holden, and instead of calling it a 
miracle we mutually voted ourselves stupid. May 28th and 


^|29ih I was in South Cleveland, and. to small audiences 


spoke twice under the auspices of the League. "There is 


‘| good prospect of a large field there, and it will not be long 


before the lecturer will hav a good hearing when he visits 
South Cleveland. I remember that it was while here that 
the iron gate swung outward for you. I spoke of it briefly 
in one of my lectures, and my remarks were greeted with 
hearty applause. Mr. C. M. Peterson and Mr. John Pyke 
are activ, outspoken and intelligent men, and talk pretty 
freely on free speech, free press, and free mails. 

From South. Cleveland I went to Findlay, O., and gave 
three lectures. I hada pretty good audience on Sunday, 
and smaller audiences on the succeeding evenings, but there 
are nevertheless some very stanch Liberals here. I may: 
mention Messrs, Taylor and McKinnis, who took hold of 
the matter of getting lecturers. Mr. McKinnis deserves 
especial praise for his magnanimity in sustaining the course 
of lectures at the time and place when supported. All honor 
to William McKinnis ! Here [ assisted in forming a League. 

From Findiay I went to Ottawa, and gave two lectures, 
but, like Jordan of old, it is a hard road to travel. 
community has no interest in Freethought. The people 
seem to act upon the motto, ‘Every man for himself,” and 
make laudable efforts in keeping their eye single upon the 
main chance. Dr. C. E. Beardsley, a man of keen observa- 
tion and vigorous thought, and a very superior physician, 
shouldered. the responsibility of my lectures. But ortho- 
doxy smells the battle from afar, and will not turn out if 
the court clearly understands herself. Dr. Beardsley has 
had other lecturers visit this point, 

From O:towa I went to Ravenna, Ohio, and gave three 
lectures under the auspices of the Portage County Liberal 
Association. We had very good houses, and some interest 
was manifested. The gentlemen who are officers in this 
society expressed a desire to forma League, and assured: 
me that they would, as soon as they could get the voice of 
the Association, organize a League, which I suppose they 
hav done before this. Mr. Heighton, R. A, Hasbrouck, 
‘and George Flath are men of the most Liberal and radical 


type, Mr, Heighton, president of the Association, and |. 


"business. 


The: 


who, by the way, is a good: musician, favored the audience 
one evening with a song, accompanied by the violin.. But; 
the pious of those present thought the song profane and 
-blasphemous (emphasis heavy on;e in binsphiemoie) because. 
it was entitled, '* The, Devil Is: Dead. "n : s 

Mr. Hasbrouck, the. Becretary ot this Liberal organiza- 
tion, i is enthusiastic, and persistent, and young. Mr. Flath - 
has & most excellent. mind, and bids fair to make.a man of.. 
distinction i in whatever. profession, he. may adopt.: : 

My next lectures were.at, Angola, Ind., and when the... 
Liberals there come forward. and pay me what they owe me: 
I may hay, some good : word to say for them. 

Joliet, n, was the next point whereI went to hold for 
Mr. George Lynn, a prominent Liberal of this place and an 
acceptable. correspondent, I believe, of Tz TRuTE piscari 
invited. me to come, to Joliet and lecture. ‘Mr. Lynn is. 
pretty well known through Tag TRUTH SEEKER, and his ' 
abilities speak for themselves, I. found him a gentleman of . 
polite manners, and outspoken j in his Liberal views. EM 

My next appointment was at Elgin, Ill. Here I had one: 
of the finést public halla to.speak in, and I am. very happy ` 
to say large audiences were at all of my lectures, Thereare 
80 many excellent men. at this place that I can not name 
them. With my assistance they formed a League. ~, (Su 
^ It was;in marked contrast. when I came. from Elgin to: a 
Ottumwa, as the latter is the most dead tothe Liberal Cause, 
considering the. number of, Liberal papers taken there, of: 
| any place I hay ever beén in.. Some very noble men there, 
but somehow no united action can be effected. The League 
was not organized until after my third lecture, ‘Mr. Chil-. - 
ton, Mr. Lindsay, and Mr. Walker are the most activ Lib-..: 
erals here, I.must mention my landlord, ye host.of the - 
Revere House, a man of heavy caliber, putting the scales . 
down at three hundred pounds, and with a brain. corre» i | 
sponding to kis stomach, a man of grand intellect, but not | 
activ. It is.a common: saying that if you can get him | 
mad, as was customary long ago to get Jehovah, Mr. O. D. : 
Tisdale can make the finest stump speech of any man in: 

Ottumwa. . 
- Bedford, Iowa, is my present field of action. I shall: giv 
three lectures here, June 15th and 16th, I shall lecture in.: 
Harlan, Iowa ; June 19ih and.20;b, in Winterset, Iows;. 
June 23d, DeWitt ; June 27th, Hume; July ist, Macedon ; E 
Jaly 4th, Marengo. I am happy to thus be able to report... 
I hav met but one or two Abbot men, and what. .. 
seemed to trouble them most was that they wanted a - 
t clean religion." At one point where I lectured I met a- 
professed Liberal and reader of the Index several times, and 
each time he was laboring under the influence of fire-water,. 
but he never for one moment forgot his shibboleth, '* We 
‘want a clean religion.” Yes, and he needed one, Abbotism £s 
is about dead. Bundyism is sickly, and the other brethren, . 
like Grant, will be left. behind to meditate. on former glories, ~.: 
PAUA, Iowa, June 10, 1880. W. 8. BELL |. 
a eles : 
Liberal News Items. ; 
I was pleased to see a.notice of Mrs. Eliza Boardman: 
Burns’ Liberal hymn book in Taz TRUTH BSEEKER, It is’ ` 
a valuable collection of Liberal hymns; and should havm - 
large circulation. u 


Tas Hornellsville Liberal League has romid to make 


perfect and extensive arrangements for the Freethinkera” 
Association. l 


"i 


D 


TEE good work that brother Byron Adonis has accom- un 
plished in San Francisco, organizing Auxiliary Liberal 
League No. 190, should stimulate the Liberals of a hundred | 
other towns to follow his ‘noble example. Friends, organ- 
ize.! organize | < 


THE prospects are that a number of thousand of Infidels: ..: 
will attend the Hornellsville Convention; and from a... 
Christian standpoint that Convention should be good mis- - 
sionary ground. -And the orthodox people of the state are. - 
requested to choose their best man to attend this Conven- , 
tion as a “ missionary,” and defend the Christian doctrine 
and demolish Infidelity. If the request be complied with 
the missionary will be attentively listened to. Truth has . 
. nothing to fear from investigation. She welcomes it. 


Ma. J. N. Bucwer, Sandyville, Tuscarawas Oo., Ò., 
writes: “At my place we want a League, but we are not 
strong numerically, though alive and working wherever: 
! there is an opportunity. The church has been trying social > 
| pressure here, but we are holding them level and getting 
more converts than they are, There are a few of us who 
express our opinions freely and do not care who hears them. 
We tackle our reverends whenever they show themselves, 
and they now make themselves acarce, when they see any 
of us coming. I should like to see Ohio move.up in the 
Liberal League column a little faster. Our county has one 
League at New Philadelphia, but there is no life in it," ^ 


' THERE Ís an old saying that there is no evil but results in ^ 
some good, and this adage is exemplified in the imprison- 
ment of D. M. Bennett. ` If Mr. Bennett had not been im- 

; prisoned probably we should not hav had “The Gods and: 
‘Religions of Aucient and Modern Times." 80 we can giv 
Comstock a little credit after all. '* Giv the devil his due.” 
For the las: few daya T hiv been looking over the first vol- 
ume of this work, and it is surely a most valuable produc- 
tion. It is as interesting as a novel from beginning to end, 
and is most valuable as à book of reference. Mr, Bennett . ` 
has not only given us his own valuable contributions but 
also the best things that hav been written upon the subjects 
treated of by the best thinkers of the present and previous 
lages. . No Liberal who desires to be well posted on the 
igsues that divide the Liberal and orthodox world can ‘afford 
to do without this great work, It isa Freethought theo- 
» | logical library in itself. Ican not understand how Mr, 

* Bennett can afford to sell the work so cheap. ; 


H, L, GREEN, 


E a ner EOM i 


AUS 


The Truth Seeker, June 26, 1880. 


[From the Boston Herald.] 


N 


The Reason Why Folks Don’t Go to Church. 


Why are the churches so poorly filled ? How shall the 
masses be reached by the gospel? These are questions that 
hav excited a deep interest in religious circles for the past 
few years, especially in our large cities. Ministers hav 
preached about it," The religious press has theorized in re- 
gard to it, Ecclesiastical councils «nd conferences hav lis- 
tened to essays and joined in discussions concerning it. 
But, ia spite of all that has been said and the little that has 
been done, the pews remain empty, and no two authorities 
seem to agree as to the reason or the remedy. It occurred 
to the Herald to go to the absentees themselves for the rea- 
son. Certainly it is a common-sense supposition that the 
man who doesn’t go to church Knows better than anybody 
else the reason why, Why speculate about what may.be 
known? The first step towards remedying any difficulty is 
to ascertain its cause, It has been ascertained by repeated 
counts, and is, indeed, a matter of common observation to 
those whose duty or pleasure takes them among the 
churches, that, taken altogether, and on a fair average, not 
more than one-half the sittings are regularly occupied on 
Sunday, and that in many of them, built and maintained at 
a large expense, the proportion is much lees than this, It 
‘was ascertained not long ago, upon the basis of an actual 
count made and published in the Congregationalist, that in 
ten orthodox churches in Boston city proper, representing 
an invested capital of fully $2,000,000 and an annual outlay, 
aside from interest, of nearly $1,000,000, with a seating 
«capacity of some 8,000, but a little over 3,000 persons were 
in attendance on a pleasant Sunday morning. Add another 
thousand to the aggregate for any possible mistakes, or for 
more favorable conditions, and the showing is still suf- 
ciently suggestiv, not to say startling, 

"What is the reason for this state of things? To get ata 
basis of fact, representativs of the Herald were directed to 
interview à large number of fairly typical persons of the 
so-called middle and working classes, who do not habitually 
attend church, with a view to ascertaining: 1. The reason 
why; 2. If church-going has ever been their habit, and in 
what denomination; 8. Any experiences, either mental or 
ix the nature of the preaching or church management, that 
operate to prevent their going ; 4. Their idea of the best 
use of Sunday. The reports of these interviews are before 
us, and we hav prepared a digest of them for our readers, 
giving in most instances the exact language, and in all 
cases, the fair substance of the replies. 'The reasons are 
obvious why the very poor and the vicious classes do not 
attend church, and the inquiries were, therefore, mainly 
prosecuted among the intelligent, industrious, well-to-do 
great middle-classes—those whom we suppose the church 
authorities to mean when speaking of ‘‘the masses,” The. 
first case given is that of a young man of twenty-eight, with 
& wife and two children, an accountant, with a salary of 
$1,200 a year ; a clean-cut, bright fellow, with fine tastes 
and irreproachable character, a model husband and good 
citizen. 

** And 8o you want to know why I don't go to church ?" 
he responded to the inquiry, ‘‘ Well, I appreciate your de- 


sire for exact information, but I don't know as we hav ever 


drawn up and declared our reasons, hav we, wife?" appeal- 
ing to the little lady who was an interested listener. ‘‘The 
fact is,” he continued, ‘‘ we can’t afford it; that is, we can’t 
afford to hire seats where we want to go, and we hav natu- 
ra! antipathies to dead-beating it. If it was absolutely 
indispensable to our souls’ welfare for us to go to church 
somewhere, of course we could find a place. But we den't 
80 regard it, and the places that are open to us under con- 
ditions where we would feel comfortable are the ones 
‘where we havn’t the slightest desire to go,” 


**'There are seat rentals within your means, of course ?” 
** Yes—and if one church, and one preacher, and one ser- 
vice, were as good as another, it would be allright. But, 
hang it, they ain't. And nobody can make me believe that 
itis my duty to go and hear a man who murders the king's 
English, or preaches through his nose, or reads a dull 
essay, or flaunts in my face doctrins that are abhorrent to 
me. I won't doit, that'sall. I was brought up in an ortho- 
dox way, and don't dissent from the main facts of religion, 
as I understand it, I would like to go to church, for the 
habit of the thing and for the good it does me, under proper 
conditions, There are the free seats and the free churches, 
of course. But how does a fellow feel in them who is in 
the habit of paying his way? It’s a potter's field for the 
living—tbat’s about the size of it. Now, when we want to 
go to the play or a concert, my money is as good as any- 
body's, For $1.00 I can hav a seat as good as Ciœsus, and 
feel like a man in my right to it, as I sit beside him, There 
are no broad aisles, nor pew ownership, nor caste divisions 
in other places of public resort. A fellow would feel about 
as much at home to stumble into a swell club-house as go 
into a swell church. As for Sunday, I devote the day re- 
ligiously to getting acquainted with my family. I hav, of 
course, several other good reasons for not going to church, 
put these are enough, I take it.” As the reporter wasn't 
instructed to argue the case, he conceded that they were. 

The next type selected was a lady—a widow in moder- 
ate circumstances, cultivated, clever, and mentally '' eman- 
cipated,” ‘‘ You know that, officially, I can’t be imperti- 
ment," said the reporter, “especially to an acquaintance. So 
please proceed and tell me why you never go to church.” 

* Wel, then, I don’t go to church because I had too 
much of it in my youth. It was church morning, afternoon, 
and evening, and prayer-meetings beside, forever and ever 
-~amen! I came to dread and then to hate it, and the first 
use I made of my freedom—my marriage, you understand, 
or you will understand, if you get the right kind of a wife, 
waa to stop going to church, except now and then to hear 


‘tthe bounds of propriety. 


the music, Besides, I like new things, and it is the same 
old story from the pulpit.” 


A music teacher, a single lady of education and refine- 
ment, offered herself as a witness, ''I don't go to church 
regularly," she said, ** because I can't dress well enough to 
feel comfortable where I want tó go, if I goatall Ifit 
were in the line of duty or something that I felt to be essen- 
tial, I would go in calico, if need were, But church-going 
is now either a fashion or a habit. Nobody seriously 
thinks of it as a means of grace. They simply regard it as 
the proper thivg to do, or feel it to be their duty to help 
keep up the establishment, I can’t afford to be fashionable, 
though 1 don’t deny that I should like to be. If 1 were able 
and had been bred to it I hav no doubt I should don my 
camel's hair, my laces, my lov of & hat, and my most mod- 
est diamonds, and sail into my reserved seat quite as a mat- 
ter of course, without thinking at all of making the plain 
little thing in the back pew, in her poor best dress, feel as 
though she were sitting on pins and needles, I don't blame 
the fine dames at all. It is all ratural to them. Only I will 
do my penance in a less conspicuous manner.” 


The next is a polisher and varnisher, who carries on 
business in a small way. An intelligent, representativ 
man. Age forty, of steady habits, and a good citizen, 

** You do not habitually attend church ?" 

“Idonot. Ibav done with such institutions.” 

“ May I ask you the reason ?" 

** Because I hav found the church in my case barren and 
unprofitable, and hav found outside of it what I could not 
find inside. I hav believed and still believe in immortality, 
but I got no satisfactory proof of it in the church. left it 
and found elsewhere the proofs I wanted.” 

** Where did you find them?” 

“ In Spiritualism. I hav been a Spiritualist tor a number 
of years, and am proud to be counted in that olass of. inquir- 
ers after truth.” 

** Were you ever in the habit of attending church?” 

**T was, and I was a church-goer until I was twenty-eight 
years of age.” 

“In what denomination?” 

* Roman Catholic. I had near € however, who 
were Presbyterians, but I do not think this tended to liber- 
alize me. I was never satisfied while in the church. There 
was no response to my inquiries after enlightenment upon 
matters which I wanted to ask about, but on which inquiry 
was repressed. They expected me to take all they said on 
faith. Icould not. I became inquiring, skeptical. I went 
outside tbe-church and found what I could not get in it." 

, * What do you think of the preaching in the Catholic 
church ?" 

“Tt is a kind of set-tc-musio affair, I understand that 
the-same sermons that are preached in Europe are also 
preached in our churches. 1 can believe it, for the Catho- 
lic church boasts that it never changes, It has a stencil for 
every dogma and the priest has to use it. There is a hollow- 
ness about this kind of thing that leaves me, after I hav 
been under its influence, like one who has been fed on air. 
I want none of it.” 

** You observe Sunday ?” 

“JY do, in my way. Ithink men who work should hav 
one day in the seven to rest in, and why not Sunday ? Be- 
sides, it is a better than any other to rest in, because all 
business is suspended, and quiet reigns in our ordinarily 
noisy city.” 


“How should Sunday be spent, in your opinion, and: 


how do you spend it ?” 

“I think that every one should spend the day as he 
pleases, in a way best suited to his tastes, so long as he is in 
As for me, after reading the 
papers, I do not go out much until after dinner. Then take 
a walk in the afternoon with my wife and children, Or I 
might take them out into the country for a pleasant stroll, 
IfIfelt like it Iwould go flshing, boating, or any other 
pastime which was not unlawful. Or I would attend a lec- 
ture or a picnic or a concert. I think it is no harm, in a 
moral sense, for a man to pursue the pleasures and pastimes 
that will serve to giv him gratification, always provided he 
violates no statute law, and does not manifestly annoy 
others, I, of course, do not take into account that senti- 
mentality of religious people who cannot bear to see folks 
going anywhere but to church, or to any church but their 
own. I believe in people enjoying themselves; in making 
life happy and sunshiny. I know they cannot all enjoy it 
as I would wish to. We hav all different tastes, and I 
would consider it the hight of folly to expect all others to 
bend to my taste in such matters. Some of my best friends 
do not believe as I believe. "That is all right. Their belief 
comforts them, Mine comforts me. I wish to liv and let 
liv; but I do not wish to liv under priestly dominion. 
That is, in short, my position." 


A young professional mau responded to the inquiry by 
saying: “O ! I don’t go regularly anywhere since Murray 
stopped preaching. He spoilt me for the average pulpit 
performance.” : 

** You enjoyed his style ?' 

"In my judgment, Boston hasn't had his equal as a 
preacher since I hav known it. His manner, his thought, 
his oratory, all were superb. He never put us off with slip- 
shod work. Considering how careless he was in other mat- 
ters, the finish of his discourses, and the uniform power 
displayed in their delivery, were remarkable. He was a 
great preacher. It is a pity he couldn't hav been kept 
at it” 

“ He used to hav a large congregation ?" 

** Music Hall was packed almost every Sunday for three 
years, He never had to ask why people don't go to. 
church,” 

“ Where hav his followers gone since the break-up ?” 


** Bo far as I know, very few of them hay settled down 


anywhere. Some who left other chürches hav gone back, 
but I think the majority are afloat, like myself, " 

An architect and builder, well 'ffüxed" as to worldly af- 
fairs, and bred an orthodox of the down East iype, said : 

* No, I stopped some years ago. Didn't like the sort: of 
people our churches -bred, Too low between joints—too 
narrow for comfort. ` Our closest skinflinta’ were alwayg 
deacons. Their creed seemed to be that whatever is good 
is bad. _ I couldn’t believe in their hell, and:eouldn’t relish . 
their heaven, and so I thought I might as well quit.” ': 

“And what do you do with your Sundays ?" 

‘ Well, I make it. easy for the good wife; look out for 
the youngsters; take a horse-car outing, if the weather is 
fair ; read a little, smoke a good deal, sleep, visit, and make 
a restful home day of it,” 

A tired-looking shop girl, a- fair representativ of the ten 
thousand of her class in the city, was asked the question, 
and replied, with bitter significance : 

* My employer goes. He is one of the pillars’ of the 
church.” | 

** Well 2” i l ; 

“ That’s reason enough why I shouldn't go, I know how 
he treats his help. We girls are barely able to keep soul 
and body together—and neither of them in good condition! 
—under the pitiful wages we can earn. Would you think 
Christianity did much for you, sir, if you were a poor girl, © 
compelled to work for $4 a week and expected to dress and 
appear respectable, while your employer lived in a palace, 
and paid liberally to support a church, in which his oper- 
ativs, who are popularly supposed to hav souls, would be 
and feel as much out of place as in his fine house?” 

* But many employers do treat their help generously.” 

“Yes; but they are quite as often: world’s people as šo- — 
called Christians ; ; and then we girls are 80 shut in that we 
most look only at what is nearest to us.” ; 

An activ business man of literary tastes.said, among other’ 
things: ‘‘To be frank, I don’t believe in the Bible, or rather 
in the system built upon it, When I was a boy, the Bible 
was the only accepted history, the only science, the only ` 
record of religion, and the Jews the only people of antiquity 
worth knowing about. Now we find, even in the churches, 
Genesis giving way to geology; flat creation to orderly evo- 
lution, and Bible traditions to scholary research. Why, it 
even appears that Moses stole all the Commandments save 
two—and those the ones of least account —from the Egyp- 
tians, including a good part of his ceremonial system and ` 
law. As for the ‘ chosen people,’ they were à mere nomadic: 
tribe, engaged in barbarous bushwhacking wars under the 
alleged guidance of Jehovah, when older and better races, 
to whom we hav the impertinence to send missionaries, had: — 
a high civilization and a noble code of ethics, 
Christianity, and would hold to it whether such a person as’ 
Jesus ever actually lived and died according to the record 
or not; but I don't think he would recognize the popular’ 
religion as his if he should come to our land to-day, I keep 
away from the temples for fear I should feel the sting of his 
scourge if he should happen to come among the money 
changers." 

A large number of the reports show a loss of faith in 
religion to hav resulted from bad treatment, in business or 
other matters, by prominent church members, The man 
who has been swindled or wronged often holds the system 
responsible for the deeds of the individual, especially when 
such conduct dees not seem to impair the standing of the: 
wrong-doer. This feeling was condensed into a bitter 
hyperbole by one man who had been outrageously duped 
and swindled by his partner, who was an activ Sunday- 
school superintendent. ‘‘If I had a boy,” said the victim, ` 
grimly, “and he showed the least inclination to go to Sun- 
day-school, I would drown him.” 

A remark dropped by an English servant girl to 4 lady: 
who was seeking to engage her, is also quite Apropos: “Do 
you attend church ?” inquired the lady, © ` ; 

“ Not in this country, ma'am." Lye 6t 

' And why not ?” i : 

“Iama churchwoman, ma’am, but I hav found na pro: 
vision made for the serving class in our churches in this- 
country.” : 

** But you could go somewhere else." ; 

«Tr beg your pardon, ma’am, but I only enjoy my own 
service." 

A good many of the absentees contented themselves with 
the brief but honest answer, ‘‘ Because we don’t want to,” 
** People, as a rule, find a way to go where they want to,” i 
said one outspoken lady. “I simply don’t want to go. 
When the churches, in their preaching, their music, their 
hospitality, their freedom from cold forms and. Sunday 
millinery, make me want to go, I shall go, and not before, 
For the rest, I am quite willing to settle the matter with my 
God.” 

An engineer who has charge of engines which furnish 
power to quite a number of industrial occupations in a cen. 
tral place in the city, and is quite an intelligent man, was 
asked, 

** You do‘hot attend church at all, you say. Why?” .- 

** Because there is nothing there to attract me. There ig 
a desire, a want of knowledge on my part in relation to the. 
things the preachers talk about, which they hav not as yet 
satisfied, and I doubt if they ever can.” 

* Hay you been much of a church goer in your life ?” 

“ For the past twenty years I hav not. My parents were 
of the Baptist persuasion, and compelled me, when young, . 
to attend Sunday-school and church; but even when a 
youngster I thought the whole affair hollow and | unsatisfy- 
ing. The result is that I hav been, since a boy, and am 
now, a Freethinker, that is, I believe only in what I con- 
ceive to be reasonable, according to my small comprehen- : 
Bion." 

** What is your idea of the best use of. Sunday P 

“Rational enjoyment, If 1 could go down the harbor 


I believe in’ ` 
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without being uncoratortably squeezed by too large a crowd, 
I would go. Or I might take the horse cars and go to West: 
Roxbury.: -But the fact; is, the boats and horse cars are gen- 


erally so. crowded. on Fhndays that one might wonder if 


there is any one left to.go to church, . It looks as if the 
priests were losing ‘their. -hojd.on the people.. I hav enough 
to do with church. meínbers ‘on week days to let them alone 
on Sundays. " 


The. next is.a “blacksmith, -Who employs men, ‘He is 


thirty-five years of age, and has a first-class reputation as an |. 


honest, fair-dealing | ma, . 
quiring turn of mind. 

vs You do: not habitually attend church, sir, 

why? n M 

s Certalüly. The church to meis a sapleas trunk of à still 
standing tree. For me it has no fruit. And yet. I go to 
church Occasionally, I go when any màn of note is to be 
heard,’ I go to hear if he has any new ideas, if he has any 
convincing proofs to giv me of an immortality which I hope 
for;‘and a hereafter which must aceompany it, I tell you, 
T hav hühgered and thirfted for information on those things, 
ies me never found any one to satisfy me ministers least 
o a 


** How lou did. you regularly attend church, and what 
denomination T 

:**] attended Bunday-school and the Lutheran church 
until-I was about fifteen years of age. Up to the time I left 
church [had no religious convictions; There was nothing 
- in the preaching that was attractiv to me, It seemed wrong 
and cruél.to my conceptions of justice and mercy and truth. 
: It repelled me from the time I began to think, and the more 
I hay thought of the doctrins preached, the more repellant 
they are to me,” ` 

‘Are: you an Infidel now ?" f 

“I do not particularly like that term. I am not an 
Atheist, I believe in God, but not. in all the Bible doc- 
trins, They are too repulsiv to: me," My God is not the 
God the ministers tell us of. -I suppose I might properly be 
called a Freethinker, I feel myself responsible to no man, 
to no minister, to no church, for what I think or believe, 
It affects me more than them, and I think I should hav the 
most,to say about it." 

«What is your idea of the best use of Sunday ” 

:**I generally pass my Sundays visiting friends or going to 
: the seashore, If I feel like it, I go into the country or take 
a ride on. the cara. If the day is not pleasant, I stay at 
home and read; I hav plenty of good books to read, and the 
Sunday papers are full of information, I think rational 
men should spend Sunday as they see fit, and I do not see 
why they should be prevented from doing 80.” 

‘THe interviews and statements could be prolonged, but 
the above giv a sufficiently full and clear idea of the reasons 
88 they actually exist in the minds of the great mass of non- 
church goers for their course of life in this respect. It is 
not the purpoze of this article to reason on the matter, to 
expose fallacies, or to point out a remedy for the difficulties. 
Its aim is.simply to present facts, leaving to those charged 
with the. management of the churches the working out of 
the knotty problem which they present, 


He is of an intelligent and in- 


May I ask: 


. ` The Oneida Commnnity. 

' To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH BEEKEB, Sir: Two.of 
your correspondents having recently had occasion to allude 
to the above soclety, allow me space for a few words in 
relation to the same subject. In alluding to the whipping 
of Miss Hubbard, Mr. Huggins says, ‘It strikes mg how- 
ever, if such an aggravated case as Mr, Hammond makes 
out. had really occurred, the Christian papers would hav 
published and republished it until every man, woman, and 
child in the United States and Europe would hav heard 
of it.” - 

From Mr. Huggins’ use of the adjectiv above, one would 
be inclined to think that he regarded this Community as a 
non-Ohristian or Infidel one. But the contrary is the fact, 
it being founded—or at least their leader, J. H. Noyes, 
claims it to be--on Christianity pure and simple. They 
adduce many New Testament texta in support of their the- 
ory, and I understand admit none but Christians as mem- 
bers, Christ, we are told, expressly stated that in heaven 
there i$ ''neither marriage nor giving in marriage,” and 
taught the people that the will of God should be done “on 
earth as it is in heaven.” In Acts ii, 44, 45, we read: 

. “And all that believed: were together and had all things 
‘common ; 

“And sold their possessions and ,800ds and parted them 
to all men, as every man had need.” 

Again, in Acts iv, we are told; 


"And the multitudes of them that believed were of one 
heart and of: one soul; neither said any of them that aught 
of the things which he possessed was his own, but they had 
all things common. 

. * Neither was there any among them that lacked ; for as 
many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and 
brought the pieces of the things that were sold, 

“And laid them down at the apostles’ feet ; 'and distribu- 
tion was made unto every man according as he had need.” 


From.the above, we see that the Communistic theory 
belongs to primitiv Christianity, and that the members of 
the Oneida Community are zealous believers in what they 
regard as the true interpretation of the teachings of the car- 
penter of Judea. Witness the following extract from an 
interview with Mr. M. Pomeroy, and which appeared in 
Pomeroy's Democrat; 


“Please tell us, is your Community here established for the 
purpose of profit to individuals or in accordance with some 
Peculiar religious idea or belief? In fact, what is &he 
ae hard- -pan .on which you base your life and opera- 

ons ?" 

** Well, sir, we believe in God as the power of all good, 
as a boing of love and justice, We believe in Christ, his 


o 


son, and in so living as to be. acceptable io: him when we 'a brogue Xhatwas datnfitable' dI €—" and 


shall be called to leave this earth." . 


*' Thien your bos mode. of. life is based upon a religious 

belief ?” i p 

7 Yes, sits? 07 d 
And whatever you: do | is in conformity with your inter- 

pretations | of (God's commands?" .. eth ee i 
‘Yes, sir.’ i 


Your great alm is to liv a life in consonance with the 
teachings ‘of: the Almighty snd the teachings ‘ot his ‘BOD; 
Jesus Christ ?" 

© Yes, sir.” ‘ 

Theoretically the above alae explain why thé Christian 
journals passed over in silence the whipping, alluded to; 
since the Christians hav ever set themselves up as the con- 
servatorg of. everybody’ s morals but their own, but practi- 
cally the church has 80 far- receded from the teachings 
inculcated by the humble Nazarene that it is doubtful if 
Christ, could he visit the earth to-day, would recognize in 
the discorgant | factions composing the so-called ‘Ohristian 
sects the least adherence to the doctrins said to. hav. been 
promulgated ‘by him some eighteen hundred years.. ago. 
The clergy liav never received any money for, marriage 
fees, funerals, etc., from the Community, nor hav they been’ 


EIR 


| cailed upon to officiate there in any capacity, aa I under: 


stand it, and hence, with their meddlesome, quarrelsome 
nature and their rule or ruin policy, they hav attacked the 
'Bociety so fiercely of late (albeit “ brothers in. Christ "y. 
that I hear the Community has given up the ‘most promi- 
nent of its distinguishing features, complex marriage. 


Now, as regards the whipping of Miss Hubbard, did it 


really occur? Let us see. The only allusion to it I hav 
ever seen, aside from Mr. Hammond's article, is contained 
in.a pamphlet entitled, ** Behind the’ Scenes; or, An Ex- 


posure of Oneida Community,” published: by A. L. Slaw-’ 


son, Oneida, N. Y.,in 1875. In it, on page 68, he says: 
* Although it is. claimed that thé women are free to reject 
whomsoever they choose, this is not the case, and many of 
them hav been subjected to severe flogging for non-compli- 
ance with the wishes of the men. Should this be doubted, 


it is only necessary to. refer to the case of Sarah Hubbard. : 


This woman was subjected to such brutal treatment that her 
brother interposed and had the ring-leaders arrested and 
brought. to trial, during the progress of which one of the 
Community women testified that Miss Hubbard’s case was 
not an exceptional one. . . .” 

About the same time that I saw the aboye, I read in the 
Albany Argus that “a young girl named Mallory had given 
birth to a child in the Community, and being too young the 
child's life had to be sacrificed and the mother’s was 
despaired of,” followed by a short tirade against the Com- 
munity. ` Wishing to learn the truth in regard to these t and 


similar stories which I had heard, I wrote to Mr. William 
A. Hinds, associate-editor of the American Socialist, and in 
reply received a, letter dated March 21, 1879, which I still 


hav, and from which I quote as follows: 


“Xou inquire first about the story you saw in the Albany 


Argus concerning a young mother who lost a child, and 
whose own life, it was reported, was b ries of because 
she had so early become a mother. Well, Dr. H. W. 
Carpenter, of Oneida village, killed that snake at. the 
time by a card which he sent to the Syracuse papers, 
and which contained these words: ‘The lady in question 
who gave birth to a child was very nearly twenty-four years 
of agel The sickness was severe, butno more so than many 
cases in my every-day practice, The child, which was ap. 
parently sound and well-formed, from some. unknown 
cause, lived but three,or four days. The mother recovered 
as rapidly as is common in similar cases, and at no time has 
her life been despaired of, or has it been considered a "eriti- 
cal case. I write from actual knowledge, as I was called 
in consultation with Dr. Cragin, the attending physician, I 
will simply add that this young woman has since given 
birth to a healthy child and that she herself. is in robust 
healih, . . 

** Your fourth story is really too absurd to be credited by | y 
any person. There never was a woman in the Community 


‘by the name of Sarah Hubbard ! There never was a woman 


flogged in the Community for non-compliance with the 
wisnes of the men. I hav not seen Slawson’s pamphlet, 
but understand it contains many equally absurd stories. 

** Yours respectfully, W. A. Himps." 


Regarding the question of veracity between Mr. Ham- 
‘mond and Mr. Hinds, I leave it to the gentlemen con- 
cerned. Mr. Hammond says it can be aubstantiated by tbe 
court records at Morrisville, N. Y. If this be so he will 
certainly hav a pretty strong case against Mr, Hinds, the 

author of '* American Communities,” ‘whose denial I hav, 
and who is, I believe, regarded as a gentleman of truth and 
talents, Let the proof be adduced and I will see that & 
marked copy of the paper containing it.is forwarded to Mr, 
Hinds, that we may sift this matter to the bottom, and find 
at whose door the inaccuracy lies, D. Louis Bonas. 

Greenwich, N. Y., June 10, 1880. i 


—————— tl a 


A Real Irish Lady. 


“ Did you ever meet a real Irish lady?” 

The question came from a,scion of American moneyoc- 
racy. His friend admitted that he had never had the 
pleasure. 

The young gentleman then gave an account of a dinner 
in Dublin, where he had, for the firat time in his life, met 
with such a rara avis in the person of his hostess, the wife 
of a grest brewer. There was. also a young lady from Kil- 
larney, real *' Oirish," brogue and all, but a reul lady. 

He subsequently remarked that they were ‘‘real nice." 

The remarks passed stirred no gall in me, for I hav 
become calloused to those things which when a youth made 

me fee] like rising against the established order, ; 

My only thought was (and it may interest some), What 
basis hed this young man for his estimate of ‘‘a lady?” I 
concluded that it was wealth first, and then the easy grace 
of manner that so soon comes to those by whom it is pos- 
sessed, for he said that the Wife of the brewer also spoke in 


that the Killarney. young Jady 3 yas great, ; stout, buxom 


girl. 


- And then followed the thought that I would hav liked— 


could I hav.dqne so without abruptness—to hav told. them. 


lof areal Irish lady whom I kaew. Shé was our "Washer- 


woman when I knew her—a fine, handsome-faced, large, 
black-haired woman from, the. morth country, and.g 8 devoted 


| Catholic withal, . : 

She had then jüst left à i draikard husband” to” inae än 
honest living for herself and four children and old mother; 
After living by washing, : scrubbing, etc. for-a:year om 
more, she got a permanent place in a large notion house, to 
clean it daily, and then she could not wash for us any 
more; bat she has never dropped out of our remembrance, 
nor will. We go to see her often. She is poor, but is ever. 
the same quiet, gentle, genial, pleasant-faced lady—a lady 
despite her poveny. 

And in'elosing l would’ say thàt not only is this Wonián 
poor, but-she is ignorant, as the phrase runs; for, born and 
raised in the north of Ireland, under the. terrible law which 
existed in her girlhood against papista, ‘she never even 
learned to: read, can-scarcely read: now. ' And yet despite 
her brogue, which is-broad, and her poverty, she is in man 
ners fit company for the most polished woman ,of wealth 
that.1 ever 88w; one who wauld make no breach of. etiquet,, 
because she. hes the instincts ofa lady. at, her heart. f 

„Such i is the real Irish. lady whom I hav met, and singularly 
enough, with me, too, she is the: only one: and my tory, if 
it points any moral, points this: not that. irish women gen- 
erally. are ladies, but that a lady i is born aot made. - ; 

; ; , GATHERN O'Moss,. : 


Lrrom the Boston Heralà of June m 1 


Oaths. of Office... 


To the Editor of the Herald : Thé Herald ot Saidiy s was 
particularly sarcastic on Charles Bradlaugh for declining to’ 
be sworn in asa member'óf thé House of Commons, and’ 
then, when he was not‘allowed’to take his seat on affirma- 
tion, ‘offering to take thé ‘oath ‘as: a *' meaningless’ form, g 
The implication of this fatherly chastisement of our young: 
friend Charles is that: he: ‘has been foolishly inconsistent 
with himself; and thereby, probably, lost the seat which he 
might hav held had he held his tongue and taken the oath: 
in the usual: way; But: possibly the green young man 
thought, if he made no objection to taking the oath, when 
he should. afterward move the..abolition of such an **un- 
meaning form " he would cut as silly a figure in the eyes of; 
puch critics as the Boston Herald asif he: had lost bia seat 
by obj ecting to it. If, on declining the oath, he stated that 
he was conscientiously opposed to taking it, that would “be 
an inconsistency with his subsequent readiness to take it 
for him to explain. Possibly he can do it, for a man may, 
in a certain sense, be conscientiously opposed to crawling 
on his ‘hands and knees, and Jet not be ready to dei to 
avoid it... ; 

But my object is nét io defend a man 60 able to take.c care' 
of himself as Charles Bradlaugh, but: to apply the word: 
silliness where it. more: appropriately belongs than to Msi 
Bradlaugh, namely, to Parliament, and more. especially to.’ 
legislativ: bodies. in this country, in. the matter of OMM. 
oaths, - 

Is there a man T" Christendom qualified to hold any ofico 
of trust. who does not:know that. an oath adds nothing what- . 
ever of security for the performance of the official duties? 
Is there a lawyer under heaven who. believes that an oath 
adds to the credibility of: a,witness? The pains and penal- 
ties of perjury may do-it, or the fear of, Mrs, Grundy may. 
doit, Why not, then, swear the legislator or the. witness 
by Mrs, Grundy, of whose personality we know little, io be 


sure, but more than we know of the author of the universe? . 


The oath is a badge, or.formal recognition, of the subor- 


dination of the state to the church. Now, the latter may.. 
Our govern-', 


be infinity. the . most. important institution. 
ment, pledges | itself to protect every citizen in thinking, 80; 
but it expressly disclaims connection with or relation to any 
church or religion whatever. Why then ‘should we, in this 
country, under a government professing to be purely secu- 


Jar, hav anything to do with oaths or prayers? A secular : 
government can know ngjhing of the religious opinions of 


the citizen, . nor can it care Whether they are theistic, pam- 
theistic, or Atheistic. It utterly leaves religion to take care 


theocracy to take its place. 


nothing but Almighty God dM rely upon? 
ELIZUR Waren. 


——À———— — 


was a great success. Some: twelve hundred people atiend-- 


music and singing, which was of the best quality. 
—— M MÀ E cd ae 


b the last few daya the Liberals of some , eight 


—:— RM — et? 


‘I AM pleased to learn that Frut is an independetit jonr 


nal ang is not tied tothe spron strings of any one party: - 


If the National Liberal League is compelled to put. oandi-: 
dates in the field, Iam confident, if we make good selec- 
tions, Truth will aid us, 


compelled to take that step, HL, G.. 


of itself. As Franklin said, a religion that cannot do that E: 
is not worth having. lt appears to me that, if a govern- 
ment of the people, by the people, and for the ‘people cap: : 
not serve its purposes without prayers and oaths, 3 X ‘is i 
supremely silly not at once to dissolve itself and allow a 
Is it going to be fatal to relig- ’ 
ion to hav the church ignored by the state wad left with 


Tux Waterloo yer meeting of the Friends of Pop à 
ed. The speakers were George W. Taylor, J. H. Harter, ` 


Mrs Amelia Gardner, and H. L. Green. Mr. and Mrs. ^ 
John F. Hayden, uf Auburn; furnished the instrumental | 


localities hav made application for blanks and instructions ' ] 
‘to form Auxiliary Libera! Leagues. 


lt looks to me asif we should be . 
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NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JUNE 28, 1880. 


A Discussion Proposed. 
WHAT OBJECTIONS TO CHRISTIANITY ? 


s, i New York, June 18, 1880. 
Mr. D. M. Bennert, Sir: I have lately seen 
some copies, through your kindness, of Tue TRUTH 
Serxer. If you wil pardon me, I am astonished 
at its uncalled-for misrepresentations, not to sa 
Ud blasphemy and obscenity. At the same time ] 
| would be dull indeed not to see evidences of alas 
" perverted learning and genius, and knowing be- 
ui sides that many of the great and learned and polite 
| are in heart Infidel I am curious to know what 
: really are your objections to the religion of Christ 
as taught in the New Testament, 
M Iam not a clergyman, and have never received a 
EE college education, but I should like the privilege, if 
' you grant my request, of answering your objections 
E im your own paper. 
themselves for many Infidel objections because they 
do not let the book speak for itself. **I receive not 
I testimony from man," is Christ's language. If you 
: will honestly then state your objections under some 
aystemized headings, confining yourself to the book 
itself, taking the initiative in your columns and 
allowing me to frame a reply the succeeding week, 
and so alternating, we may both derive benefit from 
our correspondence, 
Will you please answer me 
i at your earliest convenience ? 
Sincerely yours, 
Box 3977, city. 


by letter, yea or nay, 
G. M. Marr. 


REPLY. i 


Mr. G. M. Mar, Dear Sir: I readily comply 
with your proposition, and will cheerfully enter 
into a discussion with you on the merits of Chris- 
tianity, with this amendment or enlargement of the 
line you mark out to be pursued: I will discuss “the 
book," or in other words, what are accepted as the 
teachings of Jesus, as fully as you wish ; but I do 

l not want to be confined to the book. A proper dis- 

i cussion of the Christian system of religion, which is 

: supposed to be founded upon the. precepts and 

teachings of Jesus, nécessarily involves a wide 

range of subjects ; and to do the system justice the 

examination of it should not be restricted to any 

one chapter in *the book," or to the book itself. 

Let it rather be understood that everything con- 

nected with the subject may be embraced in the 
discussion. 

As you are not “a clergyman, and never recéived 
a college education,” we stand on equal ground, I 
received no theological education, and but little of 
any other kind. I attended a country district school 
a portion of the time till between fourteen and fif- 
teen; since that time I have been for nearly half a 
century constantly employed in physical labor and 
have had no further opportunities to acquire an ed- 
ucation, My reading, also, ids been very limited. 

I am sorry to see you start off in this proposed 
discussion by using such words as these in regard 

! to my paper, “I am astonished at its uncalled-for 
: misrepresentations, not to say blasphemy and ob- 

i scenity.” Iam not at all surprised that you charge 
me with “blasphemy.” It is a charge very com- 
monly made against those who take the liberty to 
doubt current theology, and it is thought to answer 
well in place of argument. But the charges of “ mis- 
representation” and “obscenity” you should not make 
without adducing proof to sustain them, I have 
just served out a sentence of thirteen months’ im- 
prisonment in one of the severest penitentiaries in 
the country on a charge of obscenity from Christian 
persecutors, and I very naturally have a strong re- 

ugnance to the charge unless it is well sustained. 
: f am equally opposed to “misrepresentation.” I 
ia never use it unless by aocident or through igno- 
: rance, If.there is anything in the universe that I 
revere, it is TRUTH, and I despise those who pervert 
it and resort to duplicity and falsehood, So let me 
in justice ask you, in the early part of our discus- 
sion, to point out my “ misrepresentations ” .and “ ob- 
scenity” or honorably retract the charge. If you 
are honest in your assumed objection to obscenity 
and misrepresentation, let me refer your attention 


seven hundred square inches more of reading mer 


Christians are’ responsible. 
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—the Bible, Iam very sure I will be able to ahoi 'and agriculture are capable of improvement and 


you that that book contains infinitely more of both 
obscenity and misrepresentation than you can possi- 
bly point out in TuE TRUTH SEEKER. 


By way of leading off, and marking out the ground | 


upon which I am willing to stand in the discussion 
with you, Iwil make a few points showing what 
objections I have to Christianity as taught in the 
New Testament and elsewhere, and lay down a few 
propositions, all of which I will endeavor to estab- 
lish by proofs as we advance with our argument. 

1, Christianity is neither new or original, being 
borrowed or copied from much older systems of 
religion. 
|; 2. There is not à dogma, rite, sacrament, or cere- 


" mony in it that did not exist in pagan systems from 


five hundred to two thousand years before Chris- 
tianity was known in the world. 

3. Tho belief in an offspring being begotten by a 
god upon a human virgin is nearly a thousand years 


|older than the mythical story of Jesus and his vir- 
'| gin mother. 


4. Miracles and supernatural achievements have 
been as fully and as truly ascribed to other teachers 
and founders of religion as to Jesus, 
| 5. Other so-called saviors and redeemers have 
been believed in, and reported to have been cruci- 
fied, and to have died on the cross, many hundreds 
| of years before the same was said of Jesus, 

6. The story of Jesus and his mission in the 
world. is unhistorical It was neither written by 
Jesus himself, nor his apostles. The story is not 
corroborated by contemporaneous history. 

7. The teachings of Jesus are defective in morals, 
intelligence, and scientific information. His moral 
precepts and teachings were equaled by many sages 
and teachers who preceded him. 

8.. What are called the Four Gospels are unau- 
thentie or spurious productions. Not one was writ- 
ten by the one whose name it bears, and not one was 
known to be in existence till one hundred and fifty 
years after the time of the reported death of Jesus. 

9. There were large numbers of what were called 
gospels and epistles in the first few Christian cen- 
turies which were not admitted into the Christian 
canon, but vied with them in correctness, and were 
as much entitled to be admitted as a large majority 
of the books that were called inspired,'and' were 
accepted as such. i 

10. The early Christian Fathers were designing, 
hypocritical, and dishonest. Their contentions and 
quarrels about matters of faith and the authenticity 
of certain gospels and epistles continued for cen- 
turies. DN 

11. The doctrines and claims of Christianity are 
not true, and have produced great unhappiness 
among mankind, l 

"12. Christianity has not been a blessing to the 
world, but in many respects a curse. 

18. The leaders and bright stars in the Christian 
church have been àmong the worst tyrants and 
oppressors of human liberty the world has known. 

14. Ohristianity, instead of being a religion of 
love, has been a religion of hate, contention, war, 
and bloodshed. It has caused more persecution, 
wars, and loss of life than any other religion, yes, 
more than all other religions put together. 

15. It has fostered ignorance, superstition, and 
falsehood. It has retarded education and science in 
the world. To this extent it has also been a serious 
impediment and curse to the race. . 

16. It is founded upon pretended supernaturalism, 
which is a quality that has no existence in fact. 
There is no supernaturalism. 

17. The Bible, from which it obtains its authority, 
is not true. It does not harmonize with the facts 
and principles in nature known to be true. 

18. The Bible was written by men illy-informed 
in scientific knowledge and truth. It was not written 
nor inspired by God. ^ ` 

19. Thé Bible and Christianity recognize and con- 
firm the tyranny of kings and despots, which is 
whollv opposed to the progréss and happiness of 
the human race. Neither has raised a protest 
against slavery and oppression, but both assert that 
all power is of God. ^  . ' 

20. The Bible and Christianity have oppressed 
women and have deprived her of the rights to 
which by nature she is justly entitled. 

21. The Bible and Christianity have upheld the 
most obnoxious systems of kingeraft and priesteraft 
the world has known. 

22. The Bible and Christianity have made war 
upon witchcraft, something, which has no real ex- 
istence, and in keeping with their instructions thou- 
sands of wretched human beings have been sub- 
jected to the most cruel torture and death. 

23, The Bible and Christianity have not been the 
source of civilization and education in the world, as 
they have not been the source of human welfare. 
They have favored ignorance and slavery, rather 
than knowledge and liberty. 

24. The Bible and Christianity are unprogressive 
in their nature. They are founded upon the dictum 
and authority of God himself, and are therefore in- 
capable of progress and improvement, While all 


to “ the book” which you doubtless greatly revere'branches of art, mechanism, science, architegture, | 


progress, the Bible and Christianity admit of 
none, . e 

25. The Bible and Christianity.do not teach the 
highest class of truth, and the best variety of relig- 
ion which mankind are capable of receiving. They 
are of the past, not the present; and as they cost’ 
incomputable treasures in labor and money to sus- 
tain them, and as science, reason, and truth teach us 
a far better and truer religion at only a moiety of 
the cost of the other, the world should discard the 
former and embrace the latter. » 

I might lay down many additional propositions, 
but these are perhaps sufficient for our present pur- 
pose. I am willing to discuss one or all of them. 
They are either true or they are false, and it is very 
well to discuss them and find which it is. I shall 
endeavor to show that they are true, but if you can. 
succeed in showing they are false I will han swe 
acknowledge I am in error, I will hope for as muc 
from you if you fail so to show. You can take up 
such of them as you please to discuss, but I would 
prefer to give all of them an examination. If you. 
choose to leave off a portion of them, let it be under- 
stood that they are conceded. 

Iam glad you are disposed to discuss the merita 
of Christianity, and trust you will enter into it thor- 
oughly. If you wish to call upon any of your 
friends, the clergy, to assist you, I will by no means 
object. lam, perhaps, not an able man, but I have 
such confidence in truth, reason, and science that I 
am not afraid to meet the combined force of the 
entire Christian clergy. I say then, let investigation ` 
and discussion goon! All are interested in knowing 
what and where is truth. Hoping to hear from you 
in time for my next issue, 

Iam sincerely yours, D. M. 
———————129-—49—————— 


Mr. Underwood Again. 


THORNDIKE, Mass., June 17, 1880. 


To THE EDITOR OF Tax TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: You 
attempt to justify your attack on me by declaring that while 
you were in prison I said you were “a culprit,” an “aged 
sinner,” a ‘‘despicable character," ‘‘ a deliberate calumnia- : 
tor of a virtuous woman,” ‘unfit to represent any decent 
movement or to associste with decent men and women.” 
This statement, like most of your recent charges against 
me, is false. The words ‘‘ culprit” and ‘‘ aged sinner” are 
not mine, but a reporter’s, and are from a report of an in- . 
terview which I repudiated as giving neither my language 
nor my meaning as soon as it came to my notice. The 
reporter himself admits the inaccuracy of the report, and 
made an explanation when my denial was published. Not 
only the reporter, but parties present at the interview, 
admit I applied no epithets to you. Corrections were pub- 
lished in Taz TRUTH SEEKER from me and editorially. 

Your other quotations, I presume, are from a communi- 
cation I wrote in response to a public request from the edi- 
tor of the R.-P. Journal that I would giv my verdict on the 
appearance of the article purporting to giv a statement of 
your doings and extracts from your letters, This article 
has never been copied into THE TRUTH SEEKER, although 
often referred to in its columns by persons who never saw 
it. Its publication will show your readers what I really did 
say and illustrate your manner of quoting from one against 
whom you wish to make a point. 


“(THE VERDICT OF PROF. B. F. UNDERWOOD. 


“To the Editor of the Religio- Philosophical Journal: I hav 
read your surprising revelations in regard to D. M. Bennett, 
You ask for my verdict. I prefer not to be in haste in 

iving^my verdict in such a serious matter. I would be 
glad to see D. M. Bennett proven innocent of the folly, 
vulgarity, and vice of which he is guilty, if those letters : 
you giy from him are genuine. If he is the man you rep- 
resent him to be, if he is a would-be seducer and deliberate, 
malicious calumniator of a virtuous woman, whom he had’ 
vainly tried to corrupt and ruin, then indeed his character 
is most despicable, and he is unfit to represent any decent 
movement or to associate with decent men and women. 

“ The only way that D. M. Bennett’s name can be saved 
from everlasting disgrace is to impeach the genuineness of 
those letters. As the ca:e now stands—supposing those letters © 
beyond question—thousands who hav defended Bennett will 
feel that he has outrageously imposed on their confidence. 

“ With many of Bennett’s positions I hav never been in 
accord, nor hav I approved some of the methods he has 
employed. The circulation of 'Cupid's Yokes’ by him J 
hav characterized as most unwise and foolish, But he de- ^ 
clared he had no sympathy with its teachings and sold it in 
the interests of freedom. I gave him credit for this, I 
thought, as I still think, his trial was unfair and his sen- 
tence unjust. I protested against his imprisonment through 
the Index and Investigator, I wrote Col. Ingersoll and 


BENNETT. 


a 


‘others requesting them to use their efforts for his pardon. 


I hav written Bennett himself a letter of eympatliy since his 
removal to the Albany Penitentiary. But although what- 
ever be the character of the man, it does not justify his 
imprisonment for the offense for which he was sentenced; 
yet if what you hav published be true, the Liberal public 
will no longer hav confidence in the man, and the sympa- 
thy which has been so generally bestowed will be with- 
drawn. 

“ This ia the only ‘‘verdict” I shall attempt to giv now. 

“ Respectfully, B. F. UNDERWOOD. 

** Monroe, Wis., Oct. 24, 1879.” 

[The true inwardness of this letter is better seen when it 
is remem5ered that the writer was well acquainted with the 
character of the letters referred to a month before the above 
was written, His pretended surprise and ignorance was 
the reverse of honesty]. 

The readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER will judge for them- 
selves whether your quotations from the above communica- 
tion are made in the spirit of truth and fairness. I call 
attention to these misrepresentations merely to indicate 
your method of dealing with one against whom you wish to 
prejifiice your readers, and select them because you appeal 
to them to justify your slanderous and libelous -attack on 
me. These misrepresentations are trivial compared with. - 
Rome that you hay made regarding me, Ft is always difi 
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cult, and sometimes quite impossible, to demonstrate that to whom written. You know who it is, and I hay not | 


falsehoods are uttered or written *'knowingly," even when the recipient'á permission to giv the name. But suffice 


the victim of them is satisfied ou that point; but one who 
misrepresents and falsifies when the facts can be eagily 
obtained, is scarcely more excusable than he who ‘‘ know- 
ingly” lies. ? ` : 


it to say that it is one of the most prominent and best- 
known Liberals in the country. The letter is certainly your 
own, ''verbatim," I assure you. lam well acquainted with 


You say, '*Inever said an uncomplimentary word of you your chirography, and can easily prove it by numerous 


until you applied to me in a very public manner all the hard 
sayings and epithets cited above, and more too," referring 
to the above-quoted expressions. Yet the~ fair-minded 


persons if you demand it. - You call attention to your letters 
against me being private, and doubtless in that case think 


reader will see that “the hard sayings and epithets cited Private letters should be sacred ; but you and your friends 
above” furnish no ground whatever for your attempt to did not regard my private letters as sacred, but published 


injure my reputation. 


them, with lies added, to the world, friends and foes alike, 


ou say you hav private letters of mine in your posses- .and without my knowledge or consent, and just to damage 


sion, written by me to others within the last two months 
whiclf**‘can be seen by any friends who wish.” If any 
persons hav sent my private letters to you containing state- 
ments in regard to you, I suggest that instead of referring 
to them and saying that they are full of falsehoods you 
publish them verbatim with the names of the persons to whom 
: they were addressed. MI hav written not more than two or 
three letters referri to you at any length, and they were 
to persons who comMenced the correspondence pertaining 


replies as I'sent. Although written only for the persons to 
whom they were sent, and their statements called out by 
my correspondents’ letters, yet since you hav them in your 
possession, and hav referred to them several?times, I think 
no harm can result from their publication. I believe they 
are truthful and just. I must request you not to giv garbled 
extracts from them, as you did from my communication 
given above. Once satisfied that I hav privately or pub- 
licly made & misstatement regarding you, I shall be as quick 
to correct it as I hav been to take steps in vindication of 
myself. B. F. UNDERWOOD. 


REPLY, 


Mr. B. F. Underwood, Dear Sir: First of all allow me. 


to say I regret that you hav placed yourself in tde;position 
you hav. I regret that you should hav shown such bitter 
enmity towards myself, and that you should 80 upnecessa- 


rily hav forfeited the good opinion that thousands of Lib- 


` erals once entertained of you. I regret the unpleasantness 
that in consequence of your course has grown up between 
us, It surely was not of my seeking. I said nothing about 
your immoralities and follies until you had long busied 
yourself about what you called mine, It was you who be- 
gan this warfare, not me, You who began the recrimina- 
tions, not me, But to your letter : 

1. I think I fully justified myself by quoting your own 
language, in all that I hav said in relation to you. A 

9. When you say my statement, like most of my recent 
charges, is false, you are untruthful. I will again leave it to 
our readers to say which is the falsifier. PCM 

8. You say the words “culprit ” and “aged sinner " are 
not yours, but the reporter's. "What chance had I to know 
that ? The reporter quoted you as saying those words, and 
the same was sent to iens of thousands of people. You 
hav not denied using those words before now that I am aware 
of. You certainly did not deny them in your article of 
denial in THE TRUTH SEEKER of Jan.3d last. You claimed 
in that article that you did not apply the word ''obscene" 
to Taz TRUTA SEEKER, and that you did not say Col. In- 
gersoll had abandoned me ‘‘to my fate," As you did not 
repudiate the words “culprit” and “aged sinner,” I am 
certainly justifled in claiming that the reporter represented 
you correctly, as I am disposed to think he did all around. 
I hav seen no admission of his that he misrepresented you. 
I think, moreover, that I hav every reason to regard that 
report of your remarke, respecting me and my paper, under 
all the circumstances, as most unkind, unfair, unnecessary, 
uncalled-for, and untrue, With all the immorality and im- 
perfections you charge upon me, I am very certain I would 
not hav acted in the same way toward you, 3 

4. I comply with your request in publishing one of your 
letters in Bundy’s Journal; and that your “ fairness " may 
be still better seen, I will reprint your second letter to the 
same paper, which appeared In the Journal of November 8th 
last, after you had traveled several hundred miles, at Bun- 
dy'4 request, to read my letters. It is as follows : ' 

SuERMAN Hovsm, CurcAGo, Nov. 2, 1879. 

To the Editor of The Religio- Philosophical Journal: 
examined the letters of D. M. Bennett submitted to me 
examination; and in reply to your questions I am com- 
pelled to say that I am satisfied beyond a doubt that these 
letters are in the handwriting of D. M. 


are given accurately, that there are no indications whatever 
that any additions hav been made since they were originally 
written. Ihav not the time, nor at present the disposition, 
to make any comments on the silly and vulgar trash, the 
perusal of which has left in my mind a feeling of unutter- 
able disgust. pot 

personal vice, a8 the church has survived many similar ex- 
posures of its defenders. 


Respectfully, B. F. UNDERWOOD. 


» me. 
garbled and unchanged :: 


Bennett, that the | presents a 


i i Ji lof Oct. 25th ' life is one of loyal devotion to principle [18]. 
extracts from them published in the Journal of Oc his faults (who has not?) but they are counterbalanced 


You call for this letter of yours, and here it is, un- 


PARKERSBURG, W. VA., April 27, 1880. 


Dear —-—: Your favor of the 24th is received. I 


thank you for responding so promptly to my request that 
you would state wherein you thought I had been unjust or 
unfair to Mr. Bennett. y 


à in order. 
to you, and whose letters to me called, I thought, for such tion of the: ‘* Bennett-Letters," Mr. 


A brief statement from me is now 
You ‘are aware probably that before the publica- 
B, in reply to para- 


graphs which had appeared in the Boston Herald and 


other papers [1] declared he had written no such legters [2]. 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER said, editorially, that if suh letters 
were in existence they were fabrications or perfectly‘inno- 
cent letters; changed, probably by Comstock [3]. On the 
appearance of the letters I received requests from a number 
of readers of the T. S. saying the published letters were un 
doubtedly fabrications, that they were so declared by the 
T. S. and asking me to see them and to expose the fraud. 
*'It.is a duty you owe &. co-worker " wrote one. The 
R.-P. Journal called for my verdict [very doubtful} ; I 
said, in reply, that I hoped the letters were not genuine, 
and intimated the editor had been imposed upon. He re- 
plied that the letters were open to my inspection on condi- 
tion that I would state frankly whether I thought them 
genuine. I examined them and found them in the hand- 


| writing of Mr. Bennett and. portions of hem the vulgarest 


trash I ever read. [Bosh.] What less could I do than tell 
the truth ? Suppose the letters had been fabrications, and 
that Bennett had suffered from the charge of writing them 
through disinclination on my part to see them and to vindi- 
eate him from the disgrace, how severely I would hav been 
censured! [More bosh.] But when Bennett and his acting 
editor had deceived their readers in this matter, and [4 and 
5] when I did only what they would hav desired me to do 
if they had told the truth [6], if they had not practiced 
deception [7], (and what I coubt not you would hav ap- 
plauded me sor doing if. the letters had proven. spurious) 
and gaid no more than.an honest man was bound in honor 
to say, and what Mr. Bennett afterward admitted to be 
true [Bald hypocrisy]. I was censured; and when I sent & 
brief communication vo the T, S., giving these facts and 
vindicating my course, it was (for reasons that must be ob- 
vious to you) kept a month and then returned to me un- 
published. [Because it was ordered to be returned.] Mean- 
time the columns of the T. S, were opened to such persons 
as chose to indulge in vindictiv flings and personal abuse 
designed to injure me with the public. And yet you regard 
my course toward Mr. Bennett as unjust ! 

Your whole letter shows that you quite misunderstand 
my “course.” When hav I shown a disposition to point 
out the weaknesses of my fellow-men and to overlook their 
virtues? Many times did I say to Mr. Bennett, before his 
arrest, that I thought he devoted too much space to giving 
the details of clerical amours and short-comings [8], for 
that while they showed the clergy were like other men, 
they did not disprove the doctrines of Christianity. He 
thought I was too charitable and too lenient to the clergy. 
And although at this very time he was writing letters toa 
young woman asking her to become his mistress [9], and 
speaking disparagingly in these letters of his wife—who is 
his superior in every moral quality, yet you think he is a 
very generous and charitable man, and that I am disposed 
to be too severe on the failings of a brother Liberal ! 

Now, I repeat what I said in a former letter, that I hav 
never done Mr. Bennett a wrong [10], and I will add that I 
bear him no ill-will [11] and wisn nim only good [12]. 1 
see Clearly that your estimate of him is one which time only 
will correct, and I shall make no further reference to him 
[18]. My excuse for writing thus much in relation to him 
18 tnat your letters indicate that you hav formed an opinion 
of my *' course" without a knowledge of the circumstances 
under which I hav acted. I hav not written to injure Mr. 
Bennett [14], but to put myself right. 

Iam protoundly sorry that you hav such erroneous ideas 


I hav | in regard to Mr. Abbot—a man of clear head and cultivated 
for | mind, of the strictest integrity [10], a stranger to every 


kind of duplicity [16], ot the most generous impulses 
[17], strong in his attachments, a man whose family 
scene of affection and confidence, and whose 
He has 


by such noble qualities of head and heart that I almost lose 


-sight of them in the contemplation of his character [19]. I 
am no hero-worshiper. 
men, but I am pained when I find a person of your intelli- 
But Liberalism will survive the exposure of | £ence and worth so utterly unappreciativ of the character of 
a man like Francis E. Abbot. 


I can see faults in the best of 


B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
The above is something more than half ọf the letter, but 


is all I hav by me at present. I find in it what I consider 


The friendliness of this letter cannot be overlooked by the | nineteen falsehoods, and hav numbered them accordingly in 


careful reader. But allow me to say that I think you would | brackets. At least two are most positiv falsehoods, as I 
hav been better employed by remaining in the lecture field | hav before asserted. One is that I denied writing those 
and attending to your legitimate business. letters, and the other is that THE TRUTH SEEKER denied it, 
Iam sorry you should hav occasion to feel unutterable| I hav asked you to point out when and where I denied it, 
disgust at my letters. As ‘‘charity begins at home," so|and when and where Tar TRUTH SEEKER denied it; and 
perhaps *fdisgust" should begin there also. If it is true | though I hav offered you $100 in each caseif you would 
what is reported of you by men on whom I can fully rely | do so, you do not find it convenient to comply. In this 
about certain amours in California, Waverly, and Des|connection let me call your attention to your promis to 
Moines, I think you hav far more occasion to feel ‘‘ unutter- | make prompt correction in the last paragraph of your first 
able disgust ” at your own conduct than at my letters. In| letter above. Ido not think it will damage you to make an 
that instance I think you played the part of a hypocrit and | apology when you are in the wrong. 
Pharisee, of which a good Liberal would not be guilty;| I hav within reach three others of your letters of a sim- 
especially when it is borne in mind that you made your {ilar character, to another person, which I will publish if you 
attacks when I was in prison, and when the religious press request it; but four of your letters are probably enough at 
and a part of the secular press were making the most bitter | one time, and quite as many as will be acceptable to my 
assaults upon me. readers. Remember, however, jf you wish more of them 
5. You call for some of your private letters to friends of | you can hav them, and next time I will giv you the name of 
mine in which you evidently wished to continue the un-|the person to whom sent. . : 
friendly, unfair, and untruthful course you had pursued| Asto my quotations from your two letters in the &.-P, 
toward me. I will giv a part of one of them this time, but | Journal, your statement to the Inter-Ocean reporter, the 
do not conceive it necessary to giy the name of the person] private one above printed, as well as the one you published 


in the Index of June 81, they were mostly made from mem- 
ory. Isee I did not get them exact, though I did not mis- 
represent you. In your letter in the Journal I now notice 
you preceded your insinuations about my trying to corrupt 
and ruin a virtuous woman with an 7f. But that little word . 
does not in the least detract from the animus of your attack. 
You cannot escape on an df ora buż, and it only makes your. . 
case appear worse to attempt it on such frivolous grounds. 
In view of the fact that you had previoug knowledge of the 
letters and the use that was to be made of them, you did 
not increase your reputation for honesty by placing your 
thrust in the subjunctiv mood. It appears, also, that I. . 
quoted as from you, the word *' libertin," when it was used .. 
by your coadjutors, Ellis; Bundy, and Abbot, whom you 
indorse. Your language, however, begrs the same meaning. 
When to the epithets quoted—which you did use-—-are 
added the following vile terms, which you apply to: me in 
your Indes article of June 3d, they. will more than make up 
for the one or two I erred in. These are some of them: 
“ Scurrilous attack," “ Bennetts malicious thrusts,” ‘t vin- 
dictiv assaults,” ** mean and mendacious attempts," “pera . 
sistently defamed,” ''traii the standard [of Liberalism] in 
the dust," ''unscrupulous attack," ‘‘full of falsehood and 
vile insinuations,” ‘‘his lies, scurrility, and abuse;" ‘‘the 
insignificance of his influence and that of his paper," ‘the 
baseness of his character," *'a downright falsehood or a 
mean distortion of facts,” etc., eto. 

Allow me to say in closing, and I hope for the last time 
in this unpleasant. theme, that in view of all the false and 
unfair things you hav said of me, it is pitiful for you now 
to whine about my attacking you, when I hav simply 
alluded to one circumstance in your conduct, and which I. 
hav every reason to believe is true and provable. I hav 
reason to think this, because I obtain the information 
from Liberals of the very first character, who know of 
what they speak, and whose word cannot be disproved. 

I certainly think the conduct of yoarself, and those with 
whom you co-operated, toward me when I was in prison, 
was mean and despicable almost beyond precedent. Those 
letters which you and they hav published and made 80 much 
ado about, were private; they did not harm you ; they did 
not harm anybody; they violated no law of auy kind; they 
proposed no crime. You had no business with them; if the 
style of them did not suit you, you should hav let them 
alone; they were published to the world, garbled with 
lying, slanderous and most unjust comments and exaggera- 
tions interspersed and sandwiched through them. Thou- 
sands upon thousands of papers containing all this were 
mailed to my best friends with the view of alienating them 
from me and causing them to become enemies ; the object 
was to break up my business and ‘‘crush”’ me, as you ssid 
to good Liberals, must be done. These are facts well 
known and susceptible of proof. In view of all this, when 
it is remembered that according to the statement of T. L. 
Savage, you met Ellis, etc., at Savage’s house, when those 
letters were examined, and it was decided to publish them, 
that you and Ellis next met in the office of the R-P, Jour- 
nal in Chicago, that Ellis had supplied the lies and slandera 
to the letters, that you pretended to be ignorant of the let- 
ters, and that you had come hundreds of miles to examine 
them to see if they were genuine, when you had known aif 
about them previously, together with all the unkind things 
you hav said of me since, I am content to leave it with the 
Liberals of the country to decide whether you hav acted 
fairly or fraternally by me, aad whether you hav now just 
grounds, upon the plea of injured innocence, to set ''the 
hounds of the law " upon me and deprive me either of my 
liberty or the little I hav accamulated by the most constant 
industry and exertion. 

I will add that however much I regret writing those let- 
ters—and that I hav regretted it Í hav several times acknowl- 
edged—I would rather go down to posterity as the author 


of them than to be guilty of the unkind and uncalled.for ~ 


treatment which you, Ellis, Abbot, and Bundy hav extendéd 
toward me, In looking back over the past two years I 
hav tried to discover what unkindness or impropriety I 
committed towards you that you should act 80 cruelly 
toward me. Iam sure it was not charity, love of virtue, 
purity, or morality that prompted you to euch a course; 
the pretense that it was is only hypocrisy. I think I am 
correct in ascribing the motiv for the deed to the fact that 
I had the temerity to help defeat the re-election of your 
admired friend F. E. Abbot at Syracuse, and in his place 
elect the grand and good man Elizur Wright. This was 
my great sin, and for this these sorrows hav been piled upon 
me. In those harmless private letters you and they thought 
you had discovered the Weapons with which to demolish 
me, and you plied them with @ zeal and intensity worthy of 
a better cause. 3t has been a source of deep sorrow to me. 
If you and your friends hav found the enterprise remuner- 
ativ—a paying investment—let us all try to be thankful. - 

If I hav said an unkind word of you, I hav been forced to 
it by your most virulent attacks. I hav done nought 
against you. I regret it all, of course, but 1 cannot gee that 
I am in fault. I hav endeavored to do my duty, and I 
cheerfully submit it to the Liberals of the United States 
whether my efforts shall be recognized, and whether I am 
still entitled to their confidence and support. * 

D. M. BENNETT. 
ee 


Tar Fourth New York Liberal League held a social 
meeting at the parlors of Mrs. Emily Fernandez at 201 Sec- 
ond avenue on the evening of the 17th inst. Among the 
business attended to was the admission of five new mem- 
bers and the appointing of Mr. Rawson, Mr. Gastineau, and 
D. M. Bennett as delegates to represent the League in the 
Congress at Brussels. After this a few hours were enjoy- 
ably spent in music, recitations, and dancing. The even: 


ing Was Pleasantly passed, 


Rig 
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Joseph. Cook. 
BY J. E. REMBBURG. 
'* Genius," says Webster, ‘‘ implies high and peculiar gifts 


of nature, impelling the mind to certain favorit kinds of, 


mental effort." "That Joseph Cook is a man of genius few 
who hev heard or read his lectures will deny. He possesses 
a very ‘peculiar gift," and the ''favorit kind of mental 
effort " impelled by this gift is lying. His mental efforts in 
this direction hav excited the wonder, if not the admiration, 
of the civilized world. More than a year ago a prominent 
journal pronounced him the champion liar of the age. Flat- 
tered by the compliment, for as such he evidently regarded 
it, his exertions were at once redoubled, and the falsehoods 
that hav since emanatél from his fertil imagination are 
marvelous to contemplate. Drop one of his utterances into 
the crucible of truth, and all that remain are the ashes of a 
lie. {But from these ashes, pheenix-like, arises another and a 
greater falsehood, aye, a whole brood of them, Expose one 
lie; and straightway he astonishes you by uttering a dozen 
more. A complete recital of these fabrications in his own 
language cannot be given, even did space and patience per- 
mit, for they are protected by copyright, A presentation of 
them all would require the publication of his entire works. 

“ But these are merely assertions," you say. ‘‘It is 
incumbent upon you to prove the truth of them.” This I 
propose to do. I propose to show that Joseph Cook isa 
man whose statements respecting any subject are utterly 
unworthy of credence. I propose to show that he has justly 
forfeited the confidence and respect of every lover of truth; 
in short, impeach him as a common liar, and shall proceed 
to establish the justness of this impeachment by the accu- 
mulated testimony of twelve reliable witnesses. 


REV. MONCURE. D. CONWAY. 


The first witness whom I shall summon is the Rev. Mon- 
cure D. Conwsy, of London. In one of his Monday-noon 
`- Jectures Mr. Cook took occasion to say that *' Moncure D. 
Conway writes from England that marriage is fit only for 
common people." 

Now Mr. Cook was well aware that Mr. Conway did not 
‘write the above, and he is no doubt equally well aware that 
Mr. Conway did write the following concerning the wilful 
glander : 

“ L hav vainly searched the report for any explasadoÉ of 
this extraórdinary misrepresentation. I beg leave to say in 
your columns that it would be impossible for the brain of 
man to devise or for pen to write a sentiment more abhor- 
rent to my ethical and social opinions than that which Mr. 
Cook has ascribed to me." 

HON. ELIZUR WRIGHT. 

Next to ** modern science " Mr. Cook's most fruitful topic 
for lying is the ‘‘ National Liberal League." It is believed 
that the recording angel has placed over seven thousand lies 
to his credit in this matter alone. This very naturally 
causes the President of the League to express his opinion of 
the pious faleifler, which he does in the following manner: 

** People who liv'in glass houses should not throw stones 
at their neighbors. Rev. Joseph Cook, the favorit Monday 
lecturer of Boston, has had the temerity to disregard this 
time-honored dictate of prudence. He charges all those 
who hav asked for the repeal of censorship of the press, as 
applied to or through the post-office, as having done it in the 
interest of venders of obscene literature and the corrupters 
of youth, He hurls ata whole class of his fellow-citizens 
epithets which he dares not apply to a single one of them 
by name, for fear of the law of libel. Such a man, if not a 
liar, is a coward and a sneak." 

FRANCIS E, ABBOT. 

Every reader is familiar with the history of the National 
Liberal League Congress at Syracuse, where a small minor- 
ity under the leadership of Mr, Abbot withdrew from the 
League. Commenting upon the proceedings of the Congress, 
Mr. Cook said that ‘‘the language of the defenders of the 
successful majority of Free Religionists at Syracuse was 80 
infamous that it could not be reported, published, and sent 
through the mails without subjecting the newspapers thus 
publishing it to prosecution.” Thia statement is so glaringly 
false that even Mr, Abbot, the most bitter enemy that the 
majority had, is compelled to say : 

** We heard no obscene or unreportable word from either 
side during the whole session of the Congress. This un- 
equivocal statement is due in justice to the majority. We 
pronounce this (Mr. Cook's statement] as utterly false.” 

D. M, BENNETT. 

Mr. Bennett testifies as follows: N 

** There are many liars in this country of ours; there are a 
great number who use slander, defamation, and abuse 
toward their fellow-beings without the slightest compuno- 
tion; but there are none who indulge in this kind of recrea- 
tion more, or who engage in it with greater zest, than the 
pious mountebank, Joseph Cook.” 

In reviewing & single lecture of Cook's, Mr. Bennett 
exposes no less than twenty lies, and concludes by saying, 
** We will not take the time and space to follow the abusiv 
reverend defamer in all his falsehoods and slanders." The 
following may be taken as an example of the manner in 
which Mr. Bennett nails this score of lies : 

“Cook, in speaking of the petition that was sent to 
Congress in the early part of 1878, asking for the repeal or 
modification of the postal law of 1873, says the agent for the 
prevention of vice was very much surprised to see in the 
list of signatures to it the names of several important firms 
of New York, whose signatures were forgeries. This is an 
unmitigated lie. That petition did not bear a single forged 
name of any firm or any individual. Mr. Cook will be paid 
a premium of $500 to prove or show that the signature of a 
gingle firm in tnis city was forged to that petition." 

. . INGERSOLL LOCKWOOD. 

The following is from an open letter to Joseph Cook, 

ritten by Ingersoll "9l wood of New, York; 


which he went forth should know the truth. 


Jecture on the latter that Emerson exclaimed : 


“ When a man calling himself a reverend disciple of that 


teacher who said, ‘Love your enemies, do good to those 


who do.evil to you, bless them that revile you,” etc., opens 
himself in public—whited sepulcher that he is—and pours 


out the vile stench of slander and falsehood upon the heads 


of men and women as honest and true as he is mean and 


low, then I say some one ought to try and take his measure 
and mark him in legible characters, Such a man are you. 


Here is what we, Liberals, think of you. Thou, Cook, hadst 


thou been Adam, thou wouldst hav beaten Eve with thy 


huge. hands for not having stolen more than one apple; 
hadst thou been Noah, thou wouldst hav gone drunken into 
the ark and come drunken out of it ; hadst thou been Abra- 


ham, thou wouldst hav levied blackmail on Pharaoh upon 
telling him that the woman was thy wife ; hadst thou been 
Lot, thou ‘wouldst hav insisted upon taking out thy two 
daughters; hadst thou been Jacob, Esau’s birthright would 
hav gone for a promis of pottage ; hadst thou been Joseph, 
Potiphar would hav been a cuckold ; hadat thou been with 
Moses the day he left Egypt, thou wouldst hav fainted by 


the wayside under thy load of borrowed jewelry; hadst thou 


been Davgj, thou wouldst hav poisoned Uriah to be the 


sooner rid of him ; hadst thou been Solomon, thou wouldst . 


hav lessened the number of thy wives and doubled the num- 
ber of thy concubines ; thou wouldst hav split the child in 
two and given each mother a half; hadst thou been Job, the 
devil would hav won hís bet; hadst thou been Ezekiel, thou 


wouldst hav died in & fit of indigestion from having over- 


eaten thyself in his pastry; hadst thou been Daniel, the lions 
would not hav eaten thee out of respect for their stomachs ; 
hadst thou been Jonah, the whale would not hav swallowed 


thee; hadst thou. been Ananias, Sapphira would hav been 


saved, for thou wouldst hav done all the lying." 
EDWARD WALDO EMERSON. 

While lecturing in the West last winter, Mr. Cook repeat. 
edly boasted of having converted Ralph Waldo Emerson to 
orthodoxy. A gentleman of Indianapolis wrote to Mr. Em- 
erson, asking whether .Mr. Cook's. statement was true. 
Edward Waldo Emerson, a son of the philosopher, received 
permission from his father to make the following reply : 

“ DEAR SIR : Some weeks ago my father received a letter 


from you inquiring if a statement made to you by a friend 


in Boston with regard to him was true. The statement was 
that under the influence of Rev. Joseph Cook he had 
changed his religious beliefs, and accepted the doctrines of 
thegorthodox Congregationalists. My father receives many 
letters, but now very seldom writes one. More than once 
before, letters hav been received by him from persons in 


the West asking almost the saine question that you ask, one 
gentleman stating that at Minneapolis Rev. Joseph Cook | 


had stated in a public lecture that Mr. Emerson and Mr. 
Alcot had publicly renounced their early religious beliefs, 
accepted Jesus as their savior, the Bible as divine, and 
joined the orthodox church. Paragraphs hav lately ap- 
peared in the newspapers stating essentially the same thing. 
Therefore’ it seems to me fair that persons who hav been 
perhaps led out of the old paths by Mr. Emerson’s teachings 
and are now told that he has admitted that he went astray 
and has returned to even. a stricter fold than that from 
I therefore 
asked and received nid from my father to answer your 


note. ‘ 


“The statement is in every y respect incorrect. Mr. Emerson 
is acquainted with Rev. Mr. Cook, who has called upon 
him, when he has exchanged with the orthodox clergyman 


-at Concord, and, by invitation of the latter gentleman, Mr. 
. Emerson went on one or two occasions, several years since, 


to hear Mr. Cook preach in this town; Except on these 
occasions Mr. Emerson has never had any relations with 
Mr. Cook. He never reads his lectures. He has not joined 
any church, nor has he retracted any views expressed in his 
writings after his withdrawal from the ministry. His last 
words given to the public on matters of morals and religion 
may be found in his paper in the North American Review tor 
June, 1878, on the ‘Sovereignty of Ethics,‘ and in his 
lecture entitled ‘The Preacher,’ delivered jo the divinity 
students at Harvard University less than a year ago, and 
now printed in the Unitarian Review for January, 1880. 

“ Mr. Emerson's friends and readers can judge for them- 
selves whether these papers confirm the truth of the tale that 
is going about as to his conversion to orthodoxy. 

“ Truly yours, Epwarp WALDO ÉMERSON." 
RALPH WALDO EMERSON, 

Cook's slanders are not confined to the living, as those 
who hav heard his venomous tirades against Thomas Paine 
and Theodore Parker can testify. It was after hearing his 


** He [Cook] shall not enter my house, 
my friend Theodore Parker." 
MOSES HULL, 
Our next witness is Moses Hull, who at the Bennett 


He has slandered 


Reception gave the following bit of evidence respecting the 


veracity of the great orthodox champion: 

* And when the Rev. Joe Cook took up the matter it was 
my lotto answer him. He stood there with books in his 
hand, and Joseph Cook lied. I will tell you how I can 
prove it. He gave us the page and the paragraph of a book 
that he quoted from; then he read directly the opposite of 
what it said. I got up the next Sunday morning and read 
the paragraph, and it was exactly opposite in sense. to the 
way he read it, and it was reported in the daily paper. 
Some friends went to the gentleman and said: ‘Mr. Hull 
says you lied; pretty near proved it. He had the very doc- 
ument in hand you quoted from. He challenges you to 
meet this thing.’ ‘No,’ says he, *I cannot do it’? * Why 
not? ‘Oh, the difference in our social status isso great 
that I could not; if it were not for that probably I would 
meet him.’” 

If Mr. Cook would only allow me te place a proper con- 
struction upon his words, quoted by Mr, Hull, J would 


gladly credit him with the utterance of one truth., The dif. 
ference in the social status of these gentlemen is great 


But that Cook wished this social difference to be understood ` 


in the inverse order to what it really is, and thus intended 
to lie, is evident. 
JAMES HOLMES. 
About the first of January Mr. James Holmes, Vice- Pres- 
ident of the London Secular Society, came to this country, 
and after lecturing in New York and cther places was 


course his lectures were not gauged by the Monday-noòn 


standard, and this so exasperated the Boston giant thgt he 
| accused the Paine Hall folks of empiäying a ‘‘ranter.” Mr. 


Holmes '*talked back ” in the following style: 

''Whst isa ranter? It is a person. who shouts and raves, 
making statements without proofs, andgwill not allow any 
one to discuss in his presence any Jr made or state- 
ment enunciated by him. Joseph Co@f shouts and raves, 
making statements without proofs and contrary to facts 
(notice his statement about Emerson), neither will he allow 


ranter. 


without allowing the audience to criticise and discuss all 
points raised by him; therefore he is not à ranter. My 
reply to Cook is that he has told another. falsehood, which 
proves that he is only a buffoon, a wind-bag, and a eoward; 
for he attacks persons by calling them foul names in the 
pulpit, or coward's castle, where he knows the law protects 
him and puts a muzzleon the mouth of the person attacked. 
Ihereby/ajéert that Cook dares not meet in open debate any 
representativ Freethinker in either Europe or America.” 
REV. DR. JAMES FREEMAN CLARKE, 

A short time since a literary club called the Bt. Botolph 
was formed in Boston, and Cook felt constrained to put hts 
elephantine foot upon it. He asserted that it was an intem- 


liquors in its rooms, and that he possessed the official docu- 
nients of the club certifying to the fact. The Rev. James 
Freeman Clarke, a member of the club, makes the follow- 
ing emphatic denial, and fastens the charge of wilful lying 
upon Cook: 

** The St. Botolph club has never announced or published 
anything about-the use of wine or spirits; and it has never 
taken any action or passed any resolution upon the subject. 
- . . When Joseph Cook gained ‘great applause’ for 
denouncing the club and the clergymen belonging to it, for 
‘flaunting its announcement in the face of New England,’ 
it had made no announcement at all, When he said that he 
held in his hand a document making this announcement, 
authorized by the signatures of men whom he professed to 
respect, no such document existed.” 

DR. J. R. MONROE, 


‘Joseph Cook is the self-constituted chief of the Ingersoll 


Answering Bureau. His favorite argument consists in 


asserting that Col. Ingersoll favors the dissemination of. 


obscene literature. He got to telling this to the Indiana 


people some time since, when Mr. Monroe gave him the lie ` 


in good Hoosier style. 
says: 

“ Rey. Joseph Cook represented Col. Ingersoll as being in 
favor of removing all restraints against the circulation of 
corrupting literature. Joseph is a man of great physical 
talent, but in thus representing Robert he propagated a 
campaign lie of much magnitude.” 

COL. E, G. INGERSOLL, 
But Robert bided his time, and when the other night he 


In his Seymour Times, the Doctor 


Boston neighbors, he gave the holy man such a punishment 
as he will not soon forget, Col. Ingersoll said : 

* Rev. Joseph Cook has taken it upon himself to assert 
that I was in favor of the dissemination of obscene litera- 
ture. When he made that statement he wrote across the 
forehead of his reputation the word ‘liar.’ He isa low and 


of him who will endeavor to blacken the reputation of 


I despise, I execrate with every drop of my blood, any man 
or woman who would stain with lust the sweet and innocent 


dares not say to me, and in my presence he would cringe 
and skulk like a whipped cur.” 
Atchison, Kan., May 31, 1880. 


Se, 2 


The Boston Bigot in Ithaca, 


" What are we? 
And whence came we? What shall be 
Our ultimate existence? What's our present? 
. Are questions answerless and yet incessant.” 
—Don Juan. 


To tHE EDITOR or Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The Bos-: 


ton bigot, Joseph Cook, was with us last evening, and 
delivered himself of considerable abuse, together with his 
lecture, ‘‘Does Death End All?" 
and many seats were empty. 

The appearance of Mr. Cook is extremely ludicrous, as I- 
heard before the lecture; and was convinced of while Jisten- 
ing to him. His head is not what might be called intellect- 
ual, and his general appearance is that of a clumsy, over- 
grown person who spent half his time in drinking beer and 
the other half in studying the law of Moses. 

I would endeavor to quote from his remarks in the course 
of what I hav to say were I not afraid of misrepresenting 
him in the same clumsy, bigoted manner that he misrepre- 
sents almost every opponent Whose name chances to be the 
object of his abuse. 

The main “points” of his lecture you are doubtless 


familiar with through his published works; and if the obliv- 


.engaged for a course of lectures at Paine Hall, Boston. Of 


discussion in his presence; therefore Joseph Cook is a 


* But the person at the Paine Hall neither shouts nor 
raves, makes no statements without proofs, never lectures. 


perate organization, that it authorized the use of wines aad 


stoed before an audience of four thousand of Mr. Cook's . 


infamous man. Meanness cannot descend beyond the level. 


another simply because he could not answer his argument. . 


heart of youth. That man says to an audience what he | 


The house was not full, : 
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Al 


ion to which those works are consigned, and the utter silent 
contempt which the greatest scientists show to their author, 
do not answer them, they may remain unanswered, and he 
may thus consider them *' unanswerable ” if he wishes. 

He seemed to conclude that the cell (or sei, may be, for. 
such he and his lecture seem to be) was alone sufficient to 
answer all the arguments of the grandest Freethinkers of 
to-day. Asif Haeckel did not explain every form of life, 
from the slime of.the sea up to the brain of Byron, as con- 
clusively as any unmathematical proposition can be ex- 
plained to-day, 

The church considers Mr. Cook a deep thinker, and, in 
regard to definitions, he is, in one sense. (See his definition 
of the difference between chasi’sement and punishment, in 


James F. Clarke’s “Orthodox Views of the Atonement}: 


Examined”); and with these definitions before him, that 
may turn on any quibble, it is almost interesting to see the 
eager, inquisitiv spirit with which he dives into the names 
of Voltaire, Thomas Paine, etc., who hav done more good 
individually each decade since their works were published 
than a jury of Cooks could do harm from now to the last 
judgment, which is saying considerable, but which will 
appear true, I think, when we come down to a last analysis 
of his orthodoxy and biology. . 

In spesking of the cell, or sell (and if you can divine 
which he refers to, don't, for God's sake, misrepresent him), 
he places great stress on its power to divide and yet be a 
perfect cell, but he demanded an intelligence to rule the 
job, so that à beast’s cell (or lair, maybe) should not become 
a man’s cell (prison-cell, likely), or possibly the great sell of 
the season, that Mr. Cook is proprietor of, or it may be the 


cell in the insane asylum that his friends intend to furnish 


for him, . 85 thus might we say that two is a number capa- 
ble of being divided, double-squared, efc., and yet it re- 
mains a perfect number without the aid of any intelligence. 
And should we suppose the presence of an intelligence 
equal to that of God, Christ, or even Joseph Cook, it could 
not, by any scriptural or other science, create any proper- 
ties of the figure two that hav not always existed, and which 
will not exist, trillions of ages after the false logic of Mr, 
Cook has ceased to be, even though death does not end all 
his petty, selfish existence. 

At the close of his lecture he took occasion to speak of 
Ingersoll and Bennett and the position taken by the United 
States Liberal Leagues in regard to the imprisonment of 
Mr. Bennett in the most illogical, vile, abusiv language I 
ever remember of hearing from a public platform; and as 
a grand finale, he flourished himself about for five or ten 
minutes with the Bible in his arms till the accumulated filth 


and bigotry of sixty centuries seemed to stalk before him. 
like Banquo’s kings and the church’s champion of the nine- 


teenth century clasp hands with Torquemada, Constantine, 
David: and Moses. 
: Josephus Oook, my Cook, Joe, 
Before 1 met your trash 
I did notthink that God himself 
Could write such heavenly hash ; 
But now, since thy biology 
And other stuff I know, 
lean believe that fools still liv, 
Josephus Cook. my Joe, 


Josephus Cook, my Cook, Joe, 
We're living now together; 

The future is before us, though 
We both find different weather. 

Take your heaven, harps, and Jesus, 
If I to hell can go 

With Byron, Holyoake, Shelley, 

i Josephus Cook, my Joe. 

Allow me to congratulate you, Mr. Bennett, on your 
release from the Inquisition, and consider me as one who 
wishes to see you advance in everything that leads to uni- 
versal liberty and humanity. , T. S. RYMAN. 

Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y., June 4, 1880. 

— t$ 9 


The Religion of Nature. 


To Tug EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir. In this, 
our day, there is much discussion on the subject of religion, 
each one taking sides with this or that theory or school of 
thought which seems the most reasonable or atíractiv to 
their mental, moral, affectional, or spiritual status. And as 
individuality of thought is tolerated by many very worthy 
men and women, I ask for sufficient space in your columns 
to giv my view of religion. 

To me religion, when properly defined, means the spirit- 
walization of the whole personality—mental, moral, and 
affectional consciousness. 

Does any one ask what I mean by the spiritualization of 
the whole personality ? then will I define my position, thus: 
The life principle in man as an individual personality being 
the produot of the positiv and negativ principles acting in 
harmony together more or less perfectly, in accordance with 
gurrounding cenditions and relations, demands proper food 
and clothing to keep it sustained and protected. Nor is this 
all, It needs genial associations for its possessor, to keep 
the fires of life burning with a steady and constant flame, 
which can only be supplied by moral accountability and 

Spiritual intuition or consciousness. And what is here 
meant by moral accountability and spiritual intuition or 
consciousness is this : 

Universal humanity being the legitimate fruit of the 
action of natural law, makes us all brothers and sisters, or 
one vast family, bound together by such links as attraction 
and repulsicn, we must not forget the necessities of any 
soul while seeking to provide for our own individual needs 
in any and every direction. And when those needs are pro- 
vided, to ask for more is selfishness in the extreme. 

Look at the grass, the grain, the flowers, or even the 
grand old forests | Each individual stalk, plant, or tree 
draws from nature’s inexhaustible fountain of earth, air, 
gunghine, and shower just what it needs to unfold and per 


fect its individuality, and no more, for the good and suff- 


.clent reason that there is no place provided for its storsge 


or accommodation. What should this teach you, O men 
and women of to-day, but this : That moral accountability 
and spiritual intuition or consciousness demand this recog- 
nition, and in such a way that all shall be provided with 
life’s necessities before any begin to hoard ? 

This is the religion of nature ; and in order that man may 


penetrate every fiber of his being, He is the personifica- 
tion of affability, and charms every one with whom he 
comes in contact. He has large ‘constructivness,’ while 
‘ideality’ inspires in his writings many gems of remarkable 
beauty, and lends à rich charm even to his sarcasm. In- 
tellectually, his strongest faculties are ‘comparison’ and 
‘language.’ The latter is indicated by the fullness of, the 
eyes, while ‘comparison’ givs Prominence to the center of 


be qualified to pattern after the teachings of nature, the , the upper part of the forehead. 


mother of us all, his mental, moral, and affectional capacity 
must be harmoniously unfolded, or in other words, spirit- 
ualized and refined. JULIA C. FRANKLIN. 


LFrom the Cincinnati Daily Inquirer.] 
Ingersoll’s Brain. 


Mr. Edgar C. Beall, a well-known phrenologist of this 
city, who recently examined Mr. Ingersoll’s head, thus 
describes it and his mental qualities : 

t‘ The most conspicuous. physical peculiarity of this great 
champion of humanitarianism is his remarkable size as 
regards both body and brain, the latter measuring twenty- 
three and a half inches in circumference. Size is the 
measure of power in everything, provided all other condi- 
tions are equal. Ingersoll’s brain is unusually large, and is 
abundantly nourished by his extraordinary nutritiv system, 
or *' vital temperament,” which is indicated by the capacious 
abdominal and thoracic development, also. by the fullness 
in the cheek. The activity and fine quality of this cerebral 
organization are very perceptible to the phrenologist. The 
texture of the whole structure is characterized by delicacy 
and sensitivness, rather than density, firmness, and tough- 
ness, hence we may expect the brain to exhibit correspond- 
ing susceptibility, impressibility, and facility of operation. 
Other important indications are observable in the appear- 
ance of the skin upon the forehead, peculiar solidity and 
temperature of the fronta] bone, etc., but especially in the 
relativ extent upward and forward from the opening of the 
ear, whith is the basis of all cerebral measurement, being 
on a line with the medulla oblongata, or terminus of the 
spinal cord, which is the center of brain growth. If an 
imaginary straight line be projected from the opening of the 
ear to the top of Ingersoll’s head, the amount of brain back 
of this line will be seen to be very great, indicating a very 
large development of the cerebellum and occipital region, 
which contain the centers of the social and domestic facul- 
ties. Accordingly, nearly every page of Ingersoll's writings 
contains some pure, tender, and beautiful reference to the 
family and the fireside.. The head is moderately broad 
immediately above and forward from the openings of the 
ears, though sloping very considerably backward and up- 
ward from this region, indicating rather large ‘alimentiv- 
ness,’ and more * destructivness’ than ‘combativness ; that 
is, more executivness than aggressivness. It is said that 
Ingersoll is more illiberal and aggressiv than the church ; 
but the truth is, very few men are so decidedly deflcient in 
the disposition to attack, and at the same time 80 wonder- 
fully sympathetic and generous. Nothing could be more 
unjust than to accuse Ingersoll of aggressivness. He is 
incapable of fighting, except in defense of those he loves, 
and he loves all mankind. He has enough ‘ destructivness ' 
to giv keenness to his sarcasm and incisivness to his wit, 
but this faculty is so dominated by ‘benevolence’ that he 
could never possibly be cruel. His head is very narrow at 
the sides, a little above and forward of the tops of the ears, 
indicating a marked deficiency of ‘acquisitivness,’ At first 
glance the head may appear to be broad at this point, owing 
to the large development of ‘ ideality ' and ‘ constructivness,’ 
which are located a little farther forward, but the calipers, 
or à pressure of the fingers, readily shows the relativ nar- 
rowness both here and at ‘secretivness,’ which is located 
just behind ‘acquisitivness,’ or just above the tops of the 
ears. With this combination Mr. Ingersoll must be exceed- 
ingly frank, outspoken, above-board in all his dealings, and 
incapable of falsehood, treachery, or deceit. Many people 
believe, or affect to believe, that he lectures simply for 
money. Impossible! It is a physical fact that he is 
remarkably deficient in ‘acquisitivness,’ and nothing is 
more absolutely foreign to his nature than selfishness. He 
must be as artless as a child, and of the feeling of avarice 
he can not form the slightest conception. ‘Firmness’ is 
one of his largest developments, and is shown in the dis- 
tance from the ears directly to the top of the head. This 
givs great persistence, and, combined with 'conscientious- 
ness,’ confers great moral stability. 

“The organs of ‘ approbativness’ and ‘self-esteem’ in 
the crown of the head are also well developed, but not in 
excess. There is not enough of the former ever to mani- 
fest vanity, while the latter coalesces with 'firmness,' giving 
steady self-reliance and dignity, without arrogance or 
imperativness. ‘Hope’ is fairly developed, but subordi- 
nate to the intellect. The organ of ‘ wonder,’ or ‘creden- 
civness,’ called by some phrenologists ‘ spirituality,’ is quite 
deficient, which allows the intellect to pass judgment upon 
everything of an extraordinary nature without any preju- 
dice in its favor. Such a mind prefers to be guided by the 
pilot rather than by the inflated sails. ‘ Submissivness’ or 
‘veneration’ is very well developed, and indicates a becom. 


ing degree of respect and reverence for superiors, aged per- 


sons, the opposit sex, and for any great and good object 
which his intellect deems worthy of honor. The largest 
development of ‘veneration’ never insures reverence for 
any object not esteemed by the intellect, It is entirely 


blind, and is always directed to its objects by means of 


education. The size of this organ is indicated by the dis- 
tance from the opening of the ear to the center of the top 
head. The key to Ingersoll’s character may be found in 
his extraordinary ‘benevolence,’ which givs great fulness 
and elevation to the supero-anterior part of the head. Un- 
bounded philanthropy, kindness, liberality, aud charity 


“He reasons chiefly by induction, gathering facts and 
comparing them. In his lectures he rarely uses syllogism, 
but illustrates his ideas by word pictures. His ‘ eventual- 
ity’ and ‘individuality’ are also very large. These giv 
fullness to the middle of the forehead, and confer observa- 
tion, memory of events, talent for history, and general 
scholarship. His ‘comparison’ makes him a teacher and 
a critic, and is the source of his elegant poetical figures, 
such as the following, written of the late Rev. Alex. Clark, 
and quite applicable to the author himself: ‘His sympa- 
thies were not confined within the prison of a creed, but 
ran out and over the walls like vines, hiding the cruel rocks 
and rusted bars with leaf and flower.’ Taker all in all, 
Robert G. Ingersoll’s character is a grand one, and what- 
ever defects he may hav, he is certainly moved by the high- 
est sense of duty, and by the most sincere love of mankind, 
His daily life is a refutation of the doctrin of total deprav- 
ity, and of the belief that men can be noble and pure only 
through the influence of supernatural forces. With such a 
noble brain, although from boyhood a disbeliever in super- 
naturalism, Ingersoll must be a noble man.” 


An Open Letter to Col. Robert G. Ingersoll on | 


the Financial Question. 

Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, Dear Sir: I hav often thought 
Within the past year that it was a little strange that a man 
of your ability and siterity did not look into the financial 
questions of to-day and become a Greenbacker, and help 
break up the old ideas of money. But itis a hard matter 
for us to see things in a radically different point of view 
from all our early training—or lack of training on financial, 
and labor questions—political, religious, and social. 

I would not find fault with your work, for I think that 
the greatest obstacle in the way of human progress is 
religion, or the redeemer business. 

Last fall { thought that I would just throw out a sugges- 
tion to you on the redeemer subject in connection with the 
financial question, not because of my wisdom, but because 
8 truly wise man may and often does learn from a fool, 

My thoughts ran much as follows when I first thought of 
writing to you : 

Jesus Christ having been the redeemer of mankind long 
enough, let men, women, and children—the trinity of hu. 
manity—be taught to redeem themselves for this life and ita 
work, instead of looking so much heavenward for the 
washing of the blood of the lamb. 

I think our great aim asa people or nation should be to 
place all in a condition to be their own savior by supplying 
labor and money. Not slave labor, but labor equitably 
divided, and rewarded by flat money. Not money®that 
must be redeemed before it can go back to its creator—thao 
government. 

"Gold, silver, copper, etc., hav been the redeemers of 
other kinds of money, so called—state bank notes, United 
States notes, national bank notes, etc.—long enough. 

Is it not about time for labor—or the people—to rise and 
make a kind of money for all, that shall be a full legal 
tender for all debts, goods, labor, etc., within the domain 
ofthe nation ? (When dealing with other nations the bal- 
ance can be settled according to agreement.) Money good 
enough not to call for a special redeemer ; 
redeemed in every business transaction, the same as hu- 
manity must be redeemed by its daily lite? Having no 
special redemption day (Jan. 1, 1879), or special visitation 
of the Holy Spirit day, called conversion of the soul ; which 
must come just when Jehovah (Father, Son, or Holy Ghost; 
God, fiend, or fool) may desire; and the redemption of 
money, so Called, just when the money kings (usury mon- 
gers, gold and stock gamblers, etc.) who concoct the whole 
plan (the same as the priests and ministers do God's plan of 
redemption) may wish to renew their grasp on the people 
and perpetua.e their power. 

Again, Money good every where as long as it lasts. When 
worn out, let it be replaced by its creator (United States— 
us); the same a8 man lasts until he is of no use, when he 
goes to decay and makes room for another. I hav said 
more than I thought to at first. If in reading the above 
some hidden thought is brought to light in your mind on 
the financial question, I shall feel that I hav helped on the 
great political, religious, and social (r)evolution which I 
think is now taking place in the world. Ithink we (United 
States) ought to take the lead. 

Respectfully yours, C. A. MARSHALL, 
National-Greenback-Labor-Scialistic-Communistic Liberal, 
Newark, N. J., June 10, 1880. 


Tue Hornellsville, N. Y., Liberal League holds weekly 
meetings every Bunday afternoon in Dr. Shuttuck's Opera 
House, One of the members usually delivers an address, 


For the next few Sundays tbe platform will be occupied by . 


speakers from out of town, Among these will be Dr. T. In 
Brown, of Binghamton, and O. P. Kenney, of Waverly. H, 
L, Green wil! speak there on Sunday the 20th inst. 


I UNDERSTAND that Gen. Garfield, whom the Republicans 
hav nominated for President, is a great bigot and a ** God- 
in-the-Constitution man." If that be so, I hope no Liberal 
will vote for him. We should all wait until after the meet- 
ing of the National Liberal League Congress before we 
decide for whom we shall vote, We don’t want another 
Mra, Hayes and husband in the Presidential chair, H, L, Gh 


QU 


money that is - 


« &-18 The Truth Seeker, Ine 96, 1880. 


Presbyterian, another blue-nosed Connecticut. Presbyterian, 
both of whom cannot employ language adequate to the 
proper expression of their bitterness toward every person 
and every suggestion and opinion that does not coincide 
with their orthodox notions of the Bible. They cannot 
express half the righteous abhorrence they feel toward any 
one who will. not swallow the orthodox creed without 
offering a single suggestion touching its truthfulness and 
reliability ; and they hold up both hands in holy thorror at 
the depraved and utterly lost condition of any one who is 
unwilling to accept the most ridiculous inconsistency found 
in the Bible. As for reading TuE Trota SREEER, that is 
'|an unpardonable enormity. They:cannot bear to hav the 
psper delivered at the house. The conjecture is that those 
missing numbers of my paper were hurried as soon as de- 
livered to the rag-bag. May the. rag.bag not be the place 
to look for the missing numbers of many cther subscribers 
of Tue TRUTH SEEKER who hav failed to receive their 
numbers, and who hav thought that the papers were taken 
by employees in the post-office department? Some of my 
nearest relations lameat that [ am lost forever, because I 
take any pleasure in reading your paper. Let your readers 
who fail to receive their papers regularly, look in the rag- 
bag, or keep a watchful'eye on the papers employed .to | 
kindle fires, rather than blame the post-office department 
for not delivering their numbers in due time. These holy 
women alluded to seem to feel that they are doing the best 
thing possible for my everlasting welfare by keeping your 
paper from me. . No doubt they will receive their ru 
IGMA, 


cultured rascality, as a last resort, has recourse to law, ànd 

“ the end is notyet.” > .. EID T 
. Well, I believe I will prophesy and close; and my predic: .. 
tion is this: In less than five years B. F. Underwood will. 
belong to some branch of the Christian church and be sound- 


Letters from friends. 


ing the gospel trumpet as a converted Infidel. ` : ic 
If you go to Brussels—and I hope you: may—may your 
journey.there.and back besafe and enjoyable! : May your: 
presence at the Convention add fresh laurels to the. great... 
cause of mental freedom! If you don't go, may you sub- .. 
mit cheerfully to the disappointment, and "may everything . 
work: for your £ood and future prosperity!" ‘I’wish' I was ` 
able to.send you a rmall remittance to help defray the ex-'* 
penses of you and Mr. Rawson tothe Convention; but alas!; ; 
Tam wretchedly poor and in miserable health, `, v, Y 
 Fraternally,. R.: M, CASEY... 


WALLA WALLA, Wasu. TER., June 4, 1880. à. 
D..M. BENNETT, My Dear Old Friend: Happy am I to 
know you are among us again. I hope those Christian 
bigots will profit by this lesson and learn to let you alone in 
the future. Iam extremely happy to learn your health was 
not at all impaired. : I wrote you twice while in prison, 
hoping to cheer you somewhat in your lonely prison-cell 
and help you to bear your burden. - à Uu 
Now I wish you to send the good old messenger of light 
and love, THE TRUTH SEEKER, for three months to P. J. 
Kelly, Walla Walla, candidate for the Legislature. I want 
to post our law-makers on the Liberal League movement. 
Dr. Dean Clarke completed & series of lectures before our 
society. Heis now speaking in Walla Walla to large and 
appreciativ audiences. Mr. Clarke is an able speaker, and 
should be kept in the Liberal field. He hag been working 
for the cause for fifteen years. Yours very lovingly, 
^. Winris McDANNALD. | 


"X ' *  "BosrüN, June 16,1880." 
"D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir; Your notice of the falaifler' | 
from Thorndike is worth a ten years’ subscription, and 
inclosed please find enough forone($8)... ; Cie wd 
E Yours truly; x .. « Jd, E. WaABRENS + 


; m me ORT cbe br qe. A 
Detroit, Mica., June 16, 1880... ; 
Ms. Bennett, Dear Sir : I commenced taking your paper 
&bouta year ago at the soliciation of sómie Liberal friends 
as a trial subscriber when you were in Ludlow:street Jail 
waiting for the decision of Mra. R., B. Hayes in regard to ^^ 
pardoning you at the request of some two hundred thousand `~ 
petitioners. As things hav turned out, I am glad you were: 
not pardoned. I am opposed to this pardon for-nothing . . 
business, I think if a person ia unjustly imprisoned that, ` 
instead of being pardoned, he should hav an honorable dis- `` 
charge and just compensation for.all the damages conse- ``: 
quent upon that unjust proceeding But you hav done more: ` 
for the cause of truth and justice by being. sent. to prison... 
than you could hav done in any other way. : : APA: 
Hundréds hav read and subscribed for Taz TRUTH ~ 
SEEKER that would never hav thought of it had not Aù- 
thony Comstock, at the head of his pack of Christian ‘hell- 
hounds, undertaken to crush you out, stop: your: paper, |: 
break up your business, and ruin you. , But you hav.-lived:. .:; 
through it. Instead of killing they hav made a hero of yoù;, : 
Instead of breaking up your business they hav madeit.a ` 
great deal better.’ Wi MM D 
If it had not been for the way in which you were perse- `: 
cuted perhaps you would never hav .writteh those lettérs . : 
“From Behind the Bars," nor the '* Gods and Religions of. :,. 
Ancient and Modern Times,” nor dreamed those dreams, . 
about the gods and their convention. a ne 
" But now I hav come to the conclusion to invest five-dol- * 
lars in Volume I. of the “ Gods and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times,” : I don't know:as the second volumeis.: : 
ready yet, but it makes no.difference, you will know how to. ; 
mánage that, In another envelope, mailed at:the same ; 
time with this, I inclosed post-office order for five dollars, ` 
which you will please accept forthe object above stated,  ' 
and oblige, ' Yours." JAMES HALE, ` 


: MILWAUKEE, Iowa, June 15, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: Your article in reply to the 
letter of Underwood, and your allusions to what might be 
expected would be revealed in regard to his social doings, 
only strengthens me in an opinion dong since formed and 
substantiated by multiplied evidences; 2. e., that those who 
are so ready to cry out against others are not usually very 
discreet themselvs. In fact, of all the vociferous cries 
against freedom, socially, and pretenders to so much of 
immaculate virtue themselvs, I hav never known one whose 
life would bear scrutiny. 

I hold that à man is sovereign over his social life as well 
as his religious and political, that- he may act wisely or fool- 
ishly, as he must from his organization and environments; 
and so Jong as he-interferes: with the personal rights of no 
one, granting every one else the same rights to life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of bappiness:that he asks for himself, no 
one has any right to interfere with his life in any way; and 
if impertinent meddlers take upon themselvs the task of 
criticising him, he is not bound to explain or attempt to 
justify his actiens; it is simply no ohe's business but his 
owa. If he acts on à low plane of social life he must take 
the consequences the same as he must if he acts from an 
undeveloped spiritual nature. 

There is nothing so impudent, unmanly, and detestable 
as meddling with.other people's private lives, prying into 
their social affairs, prating of their relations in a suspicious 
manner. But when certain persons erect a standard by 
which others must be measured, judged, condemned, or 
otherwise, when they assume the censorship of the morals 
of others, they at the same time become subject to public 
inspection and criticism; and what under other circum- 
stances would be a piece of impertinent meddling not to be 
anolog in by any fair-minded, honorable person, becomes 
a duty. 

I hold that any man who does not admit by word and 
action that every one has a right to liv socially as he pleases, 
80 long 88 he accords to every other person the same right, 
should be scrutinized closely, and his life, if it does not 
accord with the standard by which he judges others, should 
be made public. Expose the frauds, and compel these self- 
righteous Pharisees to liv such lives as they wish people to 
think they do. Let there be a shaking among the dry bones 
until every man is known just as he is, not as he appears to 
be, and soon this nauseous interference and gossiping will 
cease, and private letters or other affairs will not be parad- 
ed before the public gaze. ` 

Perggps devoid of honor must sometimes be held in check 
by fear.” Only cowards assassinate in the dark or strike a 
man when he is down. Then go for these cowards with 
the Damascus sword of truth, and giv no quarter until hon- 
esty takes the place of pretense and true purity of man- 
made institutions, when honor will mean something more 
than merely to keep within the law, and every man’s pri- 
vate life will be held sacredly his own, ‘‘ Hew to the line, 
Jet the chips fall where they may!” Yours for truth, 

EA JuLIET H. SEVERANCE, M.D. 


BnooxrxN, N. Y., May 6, 1880. 

D. M. BzwNETT, Dear Sir: In congratulating you on 
the termination of your unjust and iniquitous punishment, 
I cannot refrain from viewing the great personal injury and 
suffering you hav been compelled to endure but in a spirit- 
ual light. It is true, you hav the universal applause, in 
which I participate, of all the philanthropic world for your 
bold championship in the cause of liberty—liberty of per- 
son, liberty of thought, and liberty of speech—and you hav 
been suffering for your humanitarian labors a silent martyr- 
dom in a gloomy prison for the space of over a year, de- 
prived of all the comforts of social life, while thoge subor- 
dinates of nastiness and perfidy, Anthony Comstock and 
Judge Benedict, those two buzzards under the name of 
prayerful Christianity were quietly sleeping on their sancti- 
monious, downy pillows. The consciousness of having 
done a good man's duty in the enforcement of the inaliena- 
ble principle of human rights has no doubt greatly sustained 
you in your hours of irksome solitude; but I naturally ask 
myself, is this all ? Is the brief idolization, the well-merited 
applause, the.congratulations of all good and lofty-minded 
thinkers, all the reward due you for your holy example 
for your few remaining years of earthly existence ? Don’t 
laugh. Spiritualists can readily anticipate my answer. 

I feel myself highly complimented in receiving THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, 80 long over due. Please find $4.00 for 
ita continuation since since Jan, 1, 1880. : 

Truthfully yours, Davin BRUCE. 


l ALLEGHENY CITY, PA., May 9, 1880.: o ... 
FRIEND BENNETT: Permit me, to congratulate you, on 
your return to us from martyrdom. If your imprisonment 
was worth so much to the cause of religion as Ass Crosby 
says it was, it has certainly been an event productiv of more `` 
benefit to humanity in general than any other of equal 
appearance that ever transpired, for. I am sure it has helped 

to open more eyes in this locality than anything or every- 
thing combined for the last twelve years. > = ~ 

Tue TRUTH SEEKER has been run just right since you 
returned to private life; in fact, it has been as it always was 
—8 paragon. Let it he more paragonic than ever. 

I was surprised to get my-book yesterday, having paid 
only one dollar on it, Perhaps you believe Infidels are 
honest. I hope they may prove to be more so than Chris- 
tians generally. If not, let us join the Mohammedans. 
However, I will pay for this volume, as I wish to get the 
other. I hav been gorging myself on Volume I, to-day; 
think it is superb. MEC MCA ; 

Inclosed you will find one dollar, if Comstock don’t find 
it first, I will send the other next Sunday if nothing pre- - 
vents, May you liv long and be happy, as the great aud . 
good all should. Yours for liberty, truth, and progress, ^" 

s. |. 4. D. Crarrr, 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., May 11, 1830. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: Everybody that's on board 
the ship of progress seems delighted to know that the cap- 
tain (D. M, B.) is once more at the heim directing her 
course to that eternal harbor of mental liberty. There is 
no season go calm but what has its storms, and no storm can 
spend its fury without its good effect, though we may not 
be just elevated to an altitude where we can understand 
and appreciate it. The cyclone of superstition and re- 
ligious bigots has throughout all past ages been bursting 
forth, endeavoring to capsize the staunch old ship of prog- 
ress in their narrow blindness to cause head winds. They 
kav mistaken the stem for the prow of the ship, and the 
resuit is that we are to-day scudding before the wind under 
close-reefed topsails, making-all on board glad at heart to 
know that every hour is lessening the distance of our desti- 
nation, Soon the anchor will be cast, the sails wil. be 
furled, and we will be floating on the placid waters of intel- 
lectual science, and from the deck we look in the direction 
from whence we came, and behold what was, but a short 
time ago, one large united cloud of dark superstition break 
into fragments by its own force against the solid rocks of 
reason, then drifting back they. are lost in oblivion, never 
to return. : . W. H. Brisgox. 


: sue Patron, NEB., June 8, 1880, 
DEAR BROTHER BENNETT: Allow me to congratulate 
you on your release from prison, also: your victory over 
Satan, Sin, and Death, alias Comstock, Bundy, and Abbot. 
Vie la Bennett, Tur TRUTE SEEKER, Mrs. Bennett, and 
the whole TRUTH SEEKER fraternity! 
Hoping you may yet be sent to Congress, I remain for- 
ever, ; Your friend, Mns. Mary B. Finca, 


f . JOPLIN, Mo., May 11/1880; . =~ 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Welcome, welcome ‘home. ; 
Notwithstanding we hav no Liberal organization here, your - 
many friends are rejoiced to know that you once more 
breathe the free air of what is falsely known as'free Amer- 
ica. May Comstock & Co., the bigoted fiends, be removed. 
from the presence of all decent people and devote the're-'* 
mainder of their days in supplication.'and :prayer to ‘their 5: 
God for the terrible crime of your imprisonment. . s thats 
I am about to remove from this place to Bentonville, ` 
Benton county, Arkaiisas, to which place you will please ^ 
send my paper. In my new home—a beautiful little coun- ^ "^ 
try town of ten or twelve hundred inhabitants, with five 
churches—there is, besides myself, but one..person with: the:-.:.:; 
courage to say, “ I deny Jesus Christ to be the Bon of Qod, 
or the Savior of the world," I shall doubtless hav many; - 


CENTRAL, B. C., June 19, 1880. 

DEAR BENNETT: My congratulations on your release 
from the Christian bastile comes in rather late, nevertheless 
I feel that nothing yow may hav heretofore received in that 
line is any purer or expressed with deeper heartfelt joy over 
this happy issue than I now feel and hav felt ever since I 
knew you were once more a free man, Since your libera- 
tion my health has been very feeble. My mind has been so 
much affected by disease that I could not write consecutivly, 
still your liberation was a liberation to me; and not only to 
me, but to every true Liberal in America. And now on this 
morning of my fifty-seventh birthday I offer you my sincere 
congratulations on your return home to the enjoyment of 
that liberty you so highly prize and hay so faithfully de- 
fended for others. JI also wish to extend the right hand of 
fellowship and kind regards to your noble wife and that| wordy battles with my Christian neighbors; but believing 
worthy, fearless advocate of Freethought, E. M. Macdonald. | myself in the right, I shall be found ever battling therefor.” ' ^ 
Too much cannot be said in praige of that man for his labor} Sincerely hoping the many terrible -blows you hav déalt: `” 
and untiring efforts to keep THE TRUTH SEEKER up to its | bigotry and superstition in the past is but a prelude to the:'' 
original standard during your incarceration. tornado that is gathering all over this country, the source of. ....: 

Well, I see Underwood has got you stirred up to a point | Which is D. M. Bennett and Taz TnuTH SEEKER, I remain,  .; 
of resentment at last. It has taken him along time to do Ever your friend, Wm. M, CARTER ^. 
it. Ever since you put in circulation the petition for the D : ' MC 
repeal of the Comstock law has Underwood been seeking 
your ruin, The stand he and. Abbot took against you on 
that occasion gave me their measures and convinced me 
that they were a couple of galvanized Liberals and ready at 
any time to be used as a *' cat's-paw " by the church aristoc- 
racy. I noticed the venom of jealousy in.every remark 
they made about you, and that the slanderous slang of 
Payne and Peterson against you was a sweet nectar to their 
cultured eppetites for Libsral supremacy. They consid- 
ered you, not a brother and co-worker in the cause of men- 
tal emancipation, but as a dangerous rival to their selfish 
aspirations. I hav for a long time believed that Underwood 
and Abbot, and maybe others of their compass, were in- 
strumental in helping to sustain Seth Wilbur Payne in New 
York for the express purpose of crushing your paper; and, 
failing in that, they next entered into a conspiracy with 
“Hannah” while you were in prison. ‘' Hannsh,” how- 
ever, failed to prove a successful smasher, whereupon 
Abbot steps down and out and sneaks off in disgust to suffer 
in oblivion the gnawings of a butchered conscience. But 
the indefatigable Underwood continues his unfriendly work 
of stabbing in the back; but when his hoped-for victim 


FREMONT, O., June 19, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: In your issue. of last week I 
gee the emissaries in the camp of true Liberals are showing 
themselvs in their true character, Notwithstanding I hav 
great sympathy. for you, I rejoice at this exhibition of Un- 
derwood, This part he is now acting is the necessary 
sewerage for all the vile slander I am convinced he has 
assisted to concoct. You hav nothing to lose in any fight 
with him, either in or out of court, and it will result in a 
good disinfection of our party. It is the hissing of the 
viper from the home thrust you hav given him. * Whom 
the gods would destroy they first make mad." Be cour- 
ageous, manly, and honest, as we feel that you hav been, 
and the issue will be yours. Could I see and talk with you, 
I, too, could tell something of strange significance, but I 

will not write it. Yours, W. 


— 


NegwagRE,N.J. ` 
FRIEND BENNETT, Dear Sir: You will doubtless recollect 
that I complained to you recently orally and hav written 
to your office twice during the past year, that I received 
only about one in four of the copies of THz TRUTH SEEKER. 
Asi was assured that my paper was mailed regularly and 
directed plainly, I entered a complaint to our postmaster. 
But after all, 1 hav received only about one number per 
month. .'fhere. has been something exceedingly mysterious 
about the matter until to-day, when & helper was overhaul- 
ing the old papers and rags that are thrown into the rag- 
sack, when he handed to me a copy of Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER that had never been taken out of the wrapper, say- 
ing: ‘‘ You hav never read that paper. Don’t you want it?" 
‘Tf you find any more,” i replied, ‘‘save them for me.” 
After he had finished the job of overhauling and selecting 
everything that a dealer in old paper would purchase, he 
brought to me about a dozen 'TRUTH SEEKERS, in their 
wrappers, just as they were delivered by the letter-carrier. 
Well, the question then was, how did those numbers get 
into the rag-bag ? f 
Allow me to giv my theory of the mysterious disappear- 
ange of my papers, ‘There are in the bouse one Scotch 


. < > JASPER, FLA., June 12, 1880. 7073 
D. M. Bennett, My Much Esicemed. Friend; I hav been : 
wishing for a long time to congratulate you on your release ‘- ,., 
from imprisonment in the Christian bastile at Albany until |. 
how. An opportunity of so doing has been denied me by.  ~ 
the stern decrees of that inexorable necessity which con-' 
strains poor:men the; world over tothrow away life, aa it, 
were, to gain the poor pittance af a livelihood. uU egi 
Although not personal acquainted with you, I«fpelh. 
attached to you by ties so indissoluble that nothing can ever. 
sever or destroy them. I'cannot now unbosom the pent- . 
up feelings so loudly clamoring for expression, but must ' 
eontent myself by referring you to'a letter which I wrote'to ^ 
Mrs. Bennett about. the time you were wrested from the :.'.-. 
bosom of your family, or rather.from Ludlow-street Jail;- . 5... 
Our postmaster at this place has recently been playing the . . 
role of Comstock by prying into my mail, suppressing some |. 
of my letters and papers, and forwarding others to Wash- ` ` 
ington, to be there subjected to examination, passed ‘upon, 5 Y 
and returned or destroyed, as the immaculate :plenipoten- .' 
tiaries of the Postal Department might decide. - Among the 
papers. forwarded to Washington by the immaculate post- 


finds bim out, and in self-defense faces about, this hero of master was the good old Jncesiigaior, which has weathered . = 


| 
ë 


VOLU NEIUUEREHEU NEM 
the storms of Christian persecution and intolerance for the | 
Jast half-century. I wrote a detailed account of the trans- 
action to H: L- Green, who will doubtless hav something ; 
to Bay through yoür: columns in regard to the unwarrants- 
ble, unconstitutional, and outrageous conduct of the afore- 
, Said postmaster of the Methodist-Episcopal persuasion. ` | 
':;l-shall: make an ‘effort’ to hav 'the gentleman: (Lee): re- 
moved from the position which he has so signally disgraced 
and some one substituted’ who will hay.more sense than to 
interfere. with other:people’s mail, . 
= Believe me, your friend: and. brother, 
Petey Rus lou rik 
1 


„M: 


. A, J. OLIVER. 


. wv illo | C OSCEOLA; IND., June 7, 1880. 
- D. M'BENNETT, Dear Friend: A deputation to the Brus- 
sels Congress ought, l think, to attend from this country. 
I will: pledge. myself for. $1: if a: deputation goes over to 
represent us... A:ràan's means are sometimes smaller than 
his aspirations cr I might name $10 instead of $1. If our 
League: Constitution is-too Jimiied.to permit deputies to a 
Congress like that at. Brussels, could we.not hav “a two- 
third vote" of amendment? ^ Yours > F. J. EMARY. 
sons ox s soU ..,  BYXBRACUSE, IN. Y., June 14, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Deor Sir: Y am àt.last once more at 
home after an absence of many months.; I wrote you from 
‘Raynham; Mass,, some four weeks since, inclosing $1 from 
a lady in Attleboro, since which [ hav looked each week for 
its acknowledgment in TRE TRUTH SEEKER., I hope it 
reached you safely. |. , ; 

How much you must enjoy the sunshine and the freedom 
of locomotion, the ‘‘goipg as you please" and where you 
please witMout let or hindrance. I trust your long impris- 
onment has not impaired your health, for surely you need 
to be vigorous in body as well as in mind to stand up under 
the dastardly. blows which are being hurled at you. Iam 
afraid we Freethinkers will hav to bear the palm for malice 
and scurrility before even Christians, that is, if the ex-Rev- 
erends, who are known to the world as the '* pure and cul- 
tured Liberals," are to be accepted as specimen copies. 
Dear me! go the ‘consensus of the competent" are not 
only guiluy of transgression of Christian morality but of 
human décency s& well. If it is necessary to. ‘‘ answer them 
according to, their folly.lest they ba wise in their own con- 
ceit," so let it be, though in my own case, BO matter how 
base and low their accusations and insinuations, I hav chosen 
to abide by the.other' scripture, '*Auswer not a fool accord- 
3ng to.hig folly, lest thou also be like him.” : But dear Mr. 
Bennett, don’t think me critical, I hav-never been in prison 
for the truth’s.sake, and the loss of a few friends because of 
my adherence to iy sense of right has not been without 
compensation, as it has;made those who know me love me 
more, : Bo I hav no criticism for the dreadful things which 
you bring to light concerning your enemies, only the deep- 
est sorrow that such thing are.. Alas! for poor human na-- 
ture, how low it can fall, actuated by jealousies and a 
determination: to ‘rule. 3p b. QR . i 

I am glad. your: book, written in prison, is so highly 
spoken of by those who hav seen it, Am glad for all the 
good that shall come to you in any way. Wil kind re- 
gards tö Mrs, Bennétt, I am, © Faithfully yours, 

ane Lucy N. COLMAN: ' 


LowELL.NEB, June 11, 1880 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir; My TRUTH SEEKER has not 
arrived this. week, so I suppose my three months has: ex- 
pirèd, but I wish to tell you that you must not stop sending 
me your noble budget of truth, for we all look for it 
with such anxiety that.it is really indispensable. I did 
think that I would not take iu another Yankee paper, for I 


there, Ido not send any money in this letter, as we hav no 
money order office at Lowell. I hav therefore to go twenty 
miles, and Í.may not be going to town for about two or 
three weeks, Ishallthen'send you a post-office order, and 
you can book me a life subscriber, that is, as long as you 
continue to write such undeniable truths, showing up the 
stupendous: fraud which has blighted the whole world 

‘Labor on; we know we hav truth on our side, and we know 
the orthodox gentlemen will resort to any mean dodge to 
impede the progress of Freethought; but rest assured they 
are like the old woman that took her broom to sweap back 
the flowing tide. Be not afraid to send mé on your paper. 
Jt is not because I hav not. the money that I do not seud it, 
for, as the Yankee says, I am pretty well ‘‘ fixed," for I hay 
a good farm, seven cows, six horses, lots of pigs, p'enty of 
feed, plenty of implements, and some city property, and all 
paid for.” In haste, with best wishes, I am, dear sir, 

"os 1o. X urs for truth, : GEO. GRAY. 


US - PoRTLANDVILLE, N. Y., June 11, 1880 

D. M. Bennert, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find. one 
dollar to help bear the expenses of a representation to 
the Freethinker’s Congress,at Brussels. - i 

Ofcourse I hav no right'to giv an expression a8 to who 
shall represent the United Ststes cn the subject of Free- 
thought, as I am nota member of any organization to bei 
thus represented. But inasmuch as I am interested in 
the success of Liberalism and its right to expression iu 
the government of the United States, I would tell you 
frankly that [ am not in favor of letting you go; and if the 
parties so representing the Liberals of the United States are 
to be furnished, and ibe expenses peid, which is very juat 
and proper they should be, I would not be iu favor of 
niore than two or four representativs, to be equally repre- 
sented by, both. sexes. I would be delighted.to hav you go 
under any other circumstances but the present, as I find 
that there is nobody connected with Ltberalism more 
cOmpetent or deserving of the office than yourself. But I 
would again urge the necessity of all Liberals of the United 
States uniting with'a firm and fixed purpose of showing 
their disposition and strength as a political party. I feel 
that the present. time. is too favorable to paas without an 
effort on the part of all earnest Liberals to organize and ley 
their- platform before the country gs a rising political 
party. The people are suffering under the vile hand of 
governmental oppression. They are anxiously longing 
aad hoping for just relief. Saall we giv it to them, or let 
thm die under ike hand of this unjutt oppression ? Baal 
the child of love and libérty whicn has been so tenderly 
nursed by Liberalism be murdered in we bud of ita infancy? 
God forbid. He that loveth hia feliow-man should protect 
ind defend this. infant, even to the laying down of his 
life... .. : : ec 

re there any who are blind to the rising tempest? A 

Ee. ot ihe present lost, ‘and the power of the elements 
will be:upon us, to mangle and destroy us m their powerful 


A trendy hos the Vile monster, yolon of churob and state, 


hay ‘tried several and: found them.all filled with empty-| - 
headed trash, so I sent home to. England for Reynold’s Week-|.. . 
iy, which I think is the best political paper that is printed| .— 


The Truth Seeker, Inne 96, 1880. 


begun to show his hideous face in the political platform of 
the Republican party, and is speaking in language too plain 
to be misunderstood. h ; E. 

The government should create and establish law's for the 
individual protection of the natural liberties of its subjects, 
and not for the suppression of those liberties. It is not for 
Congress to say, in a free and proper:form. of government, 
what shall constitute morality or immorality; if is only for 
it to say what shall constitute infringement upon personal 
and national liberties and rights. And wheuever Congress 
undertakes to suppress the Social liberty of any person or 
people—which liberty does not infringe upon or oppress the 
liberty of any other person or people—it then becomes sec- 
tarian and violates the spirit of freedom and equality. 

We fnd that this spirit has been prorninently manj- 
fested in our Congress for several years, and it is time 
that this infringement of Congress on personal rights and 
liberties was nipped while in the bud: - And I know of 
no better time than the present to shape-and sharpen up 
the instrument for the work, .When-I consider the mag- 
nitude of tbe task; I realize the importance :of your per- 
sonal presence aud co-operation in. order to consummate 
the work, 2m " : "C 

But if you can furnish for yourselt.a substitute who 
can fill your place (which I am afraid you cannot) you 
will hav my hearty. approval as a representativ of the 
United states at the Freethinkers* Congress: ^ 

`~ Yours,” .. PETER BOULE, 


FABIUS, N. Y., June 12, 1880. 

D. M. Bexnzrr, Dear Sir: I wrote you last when you 
were in durance vile. My subscription expired. in Febru- 
ary last. Lehould hav renewed it before, but money wes 
out of the question, for bread and butter took it all. We 
must all try to liv, you. know, but sometimes demands are 
greater than supplies. We want Tax TRUTH SEEKER just 
as much, if not more, in adversity than in prosperity. 

Inclosed find four dollars, for which send Volume V; of 
Truth Seeker Tracts, the balance for renewal of my wife's 
subscription...» ` m eos 

The reasons why I wish to hav Taz TRUTH SEEKER a 
success are: Firat, Because it is the only paper that admits 
all shades of belief to bé published in its columns, conse- 
quently the only really free paper. Second, It deals in 
facts and common sense. rather than making. ‘‘culture”’ a, 
specialty. Third, It makes room, for letters from friends, 
which ig as good for. Liberals as a class-meeting or love feast 
among the Methodists. (This Liberal chardcteristic only a 
very few editors seem to possess, though so essential to the 
success of any paper:) Fourth, The outspoken and honest 
sentimenta of its editor, and the logical and common-serise 
ability with which he vindicates the same. Fifth, The ter- 
tible earnestness with: which Bennett attacks superstitions 
and errors of all kinds, however venerable and sacred they 
may be held to be. Sixth, The variety, as well as the sbil- 
ity, of its correspondents, and. the diversity of subjects 
brought to the reader’s notice. Seventh, Tite pluck and 
nerve of its editor when prosecuted snd persecuted. for 
Opinion’s sske, whom bolte, bars, racks, dungeons, and 
even Smithfield’s fires cannot. intimidate; generous to a 
fault; childlike and gentle in his nature when upmolvated, 
but; when abused, is a lion at bay, and would die rather 
than surrender. E . 
-These are ‘but few of the ressons which I could name did 
space permit.’ Fellow-Liberals, when we hav such a man, 
*'placed in the gap,” championing "his and our dearest 
rights, shall we desert him or shall we assist him? J leave 


Bennett, we like your grit;. 
True Liberals admire it, 
The truth youll tell. y 
: In spite of -—— j 
" Though Ohristians don't admire-it, 


You make the churches mad; 
. Whew! how they do detest you! 
See them unite 
In holy spite 
To hav “Smut-Bag” arrest you. 


You, Bennett, just like Jesus, 
Vogether with some others, 

Will speak your mind, 

Though sure to find 
Yourself with martyred brothers, 


You " don't scare worth a cent;” 

Dou't seem to fear the Grundles. 
Nor Hannah M . 
Joe Cock, and that Elis, 

The Abbots and Orosbys and Bundys. 


MeNellis, 


Oh, I see how it is, 

Bennett, you lack for culture, 
Though you are freed 
From Bible and creed, 

You will not ape the vulture. 


Friend Leland is a brick, 

Though Barbarous they call him; 
He knows, you bet, . 
That Wooden set 

That try in vain to maul him, 


And there is Mrs. Slenker,' 

So ready in wit; with pen; 
With good 8ense, common, 
This little woman 

Defeats our boastful men, 


Consensus of ths competent! 
Pshawl what's in common sense? 
Rome theorize 
And call that wise. 
And with all facts dispense. 


The Index is done and busted ; 
How is 1t with the Journal ? 

In vain "twill strive 

To keep alive 
By printing lies infernal. 


But the old Investigator, 

As well us Mind and Matter, 
Iastrue; and amuse, 
‘though of opposite views; 

They help us to gather, not geatter. 


Meanwhile keep up disoussions, 
But don't get mad and swell; 

Ef you can’t agree, 

Why, you can’, you see, 
Bo treat each other well. ` 


I thought I wasn't able 

Totake your vaper longer; 
But. come to think, 
'Tisfood and drink— 

I read it, then feel stronger. 


S0“ send along the paper; " 
We can’t keep house without it. 

I'm not able but willing 

To spend my last shillipg : 
To help the good cause, Do you doubt It? 


ROMER A, PrtoISGÉ, 


it with the good sense of your readers to determine, and. Í as does our own. 
trust the result in confidence and hope. , equal, having equal rights to life, liberty, and the purauit of 
D 


' M8 


N. B.—Excuse slang phrases for the sake‘of rhyme, and 
perhaps from lack of culture. tol. H.A.B. 
Weer Newton, Mass.,May:9, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Our Hero Friend; What language can 
express our gratitudé that your noble life has been pro- 
longed through the year of. your base aad unjust imprison- 
ment, and that you hav been permitted once again to rest in 
the love of your faithful wife, to take your position in the 
editorial chair, and receive th» warm: weleomes and con- 
gratulations of your thousands of. friends? :: It was a sad 
disappointment to my beloved husband aud self not to be 
present at your reception in New York, where we most cer- 
tainly expected to be, as I had every reason to think. myself 
engaged to speak for the society now holding meetings in 
Masonic Temple, for whom I lectured Feb. 15th, and was 
invited at that time to speak for them again in: May, which 
I gladly consented to do, and was afterwards announced in 
Mind and Matter as “engaged for May." .Informéd the 
correspondent of my willingness, and waited for a reply, 


which did not come until May 4th, which coolly informed: 


think, had he known the circumstances; would not hav 
accepted the place. I giv him credit for too much manly 
honor to hay done 80, This is our reason for net giving the 
hand in friendly and paternal: grasp instead of using pen, 
ink, and paper. D - 

Many years ago I said if I was to seek a name expressiv 
of my religious, political, and social views, I should call 
myself a ‘“‘ Truth Seeker,” and when I saw for the first time 
your paper, I said, Mr. Bennett has appropriatedamy name. 
How much it means, and what an open way it makes for 
us who are in this mist of ignorance, regarding the. great 
immensity of creation! And how rich are we made when, 
after hard labors amidst the gloom and darkness, we gather 
up some golden truths which had we not been seeking we 
could not hav discovered. We may bump our poor heads 
and bruise our tender flesh, and even be put in prison, but 
seek we must and'speak we must or write of the good 
things we hav found, for we are given to the realm of 
thought and action by a grand, incomprehensible power 
whom the most of us hav been taught to call Gad.. Though 
you may be Infidel to all nonsensical notions of a personal 


me that another speaker had been engaged, a person who, I 
| I can but think you must recognize a superior intelli- 


gence moving in all space and all matters. In my “‘ seek- 
ings" I came to this conclusion, that the poet's (Pope) defi- 
nition of God is the best, 7. e , 
” All are but parts of one stupendous whole, 
Whose body nature is, and God the soul.” 

Some kind poet has also defined my church and pride 
much better than I could. . 

“ That vast cathedral, mighty as our wonder, 

Whose quenehless lamps the sun and moon supply; 
Its choir, the wind and waves: its organ; thunder ; 
Its dome, the sky.” Li 

I put these for cornerstones under it, Love and truth, 
Charity and mercy, wisdom and justice, hope and salvation, 
two under each corner to be sure it is well supported, 
Pride, ** The haughty consciousness of great truthfulness. 
that makes the spirit faithful unto death and martyrdom 
itself a little thing." 

Now I know you are a member of my church, and that 
your pride is in keeping with this definition, for hav you 
not gloriously proved it through your martyrdom, since I 
clasred your hand in Boston, when you said, ‘‘ It will be no 
pleasant thing to go to prison, but if I go, it will be for 
truths sake, and I wil make the best [can of it.” Isay, 
shame on & nation who so belies all ite professions. of liberty 

** We believe all men are born free and 


happiness." The gallows, with a so-called Christian minis- 
ter in attendance, upoa the oceasion of breaking a brother's 
neck, givs the lie to the first. Your unjust imprisonment, 
with the thousands upon thousands more, giv the lie to the 
second, and the ungodly spirit of monopoly and legalized 
robbery giv the lie to the third. A government to protect 
and sustain a people must not rob and appropriate every- 
thing to aggrandise a few men who are only.political dema- 
gogues, and ride rough-shod over its laboring community. 
Aud I hold that that the only power that can govern is love. 
Force and tyranny may subjugate, but interior rebellion is 
the result. All seekers after truth will learn this sooner or 
later, and when moved by the divine quality, will become a 
power iu proportion as they are moved by love. All are 
members of one family in humanity, and it should be our 
endeavor to treat all as we would if born of our own 
mother. Had this been the gospel taught and 'prac- 
ticed, you had not been the victim of priestly persecution, 
you had not been in a prison’s lonely cell, nor would there 
havbeen a prison, for those tou weak to do as required would 
Be nursed in safe hospitals, but ever with kindness and 
ove. x 
Such are some of my views, and I would as soon lecture 
for Infidels, Universalists, Uaitarians, Baptists, Methodists, 
Episcopalians, or Catholics as the body of ** truth seekers” 


celled Spiritualists, with whom I hav been mostly associ- ` 


ated for nearly thirty years. Allow me to congratulate you 
upon having as leaders in the army of your friends such 
grand souls as the Hon. Elizur Wright, whose unflinching 
honcsty makes him a hero and a king; Elder Lomas, whose 
nature seems to be as equally true. I remember him with 
great kindness and respect 88 occupying the platform in 
Philadelphia with me on one Sabbath when I was lecturing 
for the Spiritualists under the direction of that’ earnest 
worker, Henry T. Childs, M.D, His remarks were manly 
and noble, his appearance earnest, unpretentious, and truth- 
ful. Bless his kind heart! May he liv long to labor for 
human advancement, and work for his brothers in prison. 
Be assured, good brother Bennett, that had our pockets 
been gold-lined you would hav been remembered in a sub- 
stantial way, but my lame, crippled, yet noble and worthy 
husband and I hav met with financial disasters that came 
well nigh wrecking our boat; and poor health has rendered 
us unable to labor, so we are scratching hard for our owa 
living, when, were we able, we would help everybody who 
had needs so far as we could, Rest assured, however, that 
we hav sent you many a purse full of sympathy, thoroughly 
spiced with indigaation since we had the honor of meeting 
you in Boston. And that you may liv to reap, as did Wil- 
liam Lloyd Garrison, the fruits of your grand labors, ia the 

sincere wish of Humanity's friend, 
M.S TowNsEND Woon. 


A Card. 

I would like to say through the columns of Tar TRUTH 
SEEKER to its readers living in Maine, Vermont, and New 
Hamp:hire that Ishzli be pleased to lecture in any or all 

'o? those states this summer, 
‘moderate. Address 


My terms for lectures are 
W. S. BELL, —— 
78 Fourth 8t, New Bedford, Mass, 
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An Odor of Lilies. 


It was a day in leafy June, 
And the cooling rain fell free, 

As I heard two voices in their noon 
Singing sweet songs to me. 

The soft light from the clouded sky 
Fell with a tender gloom, 

And an odor of lilies floated by 
Through all the scented room. 


"Peace on earth, said the rain outside. 
, Asit fell on bud and leaf ; 
" The light shall shine in the eventide, 
Aud banish the gloom of grief.” 
And listening there, my soul that day 
Drank in a sense of rest; 
And the odor sweet of the lilies lay 
Like baim upon my breast. 


And what the rain in the garden said, 
The voices sald a-nigh; 
They sang of peace to the weary head, 
Of light in the clouded sky. 
And the beautiful faces haunt me stiil, 
And the voices ne'er depart, 
Nor the scent of the lilies cease to fill 
The chambers of my heart. 
—J. T. Burton Wollaston, 
——— —99— ———— — 


The American Pee Weet. 


BY CHARLES BRADLEY.l 


"Joyfu] he wakes, secure he sleeps; 

His watchful star its vigil keeps. 

‘With power that tunes ths chiming spheres; 
Throughout their everlasting vears."^ 

` —George Eliot. 

Tweet, tweet, tweet ! 

Ories the little Pee Weet, 
On the shore of the wild. wild sea, 
When the waves comb o’er, 

The blllowa break and breakers pour. 
Wich rocky roar, 

On the sounding shore 

Of the loud resounding lea. 

But the little Pee Weet, 

With dauntless feet, 

Scratches along by the deep 

For a bit to eat 

And somewhere to sleep, 

A nest for his Pee Weets to peep, 

All along by the shore, ` 

By the awful shore, 

Where lightnings flash 

And waves comb o'er, 

And thunders roar, 

And whirlwind, sleet, and maddoned spray 
Darken the burning ye of day. 

But the little Pee Weet. 

With dauntless feet 

And wings so fiset, 

Flashes ia play 

Through sleet and spray, 
Lightasthegleam 

Ofa merry sunbeam, 

Through the droppy stream 

Of ashower of an April day. 

Along by,the shore, 

By the dreadful shore, , 

Where lightnings flash, 

And waves comb o’er, 

And thunders roar; 

And deep under deep 

The earthquakes sleep, 

And tidal waves 

Roll over graves, 

Till trump shall shake 

The boundless deep 

And sounding shore, 

And call and wake 

The ocean's dead 

From their last sleep 

Forevermore, 

By the thundering shore, 

The bellowing shore.. 

The monstrous shore, 

Where the rock rim of the ocean grave 
Bends to the terrible kiss of the wave, 
And the mad sea its horrible spray 
Spits in the dying eye of the day; 

But the little Pee Weet, 

With dauntless feet 

And wings so fleet, 

All hid in ferns and grass, 

Says: “ Beyond his sand line 

Is this nest of mine, 

Which the howler dares not pass. 

The star of love 

In heaven above 

Rules crawling sea and sod, 

I rest in the might of the power divine; 
I sleep in the peace of God.” 


Wanted, 


To sella patent right. An improvement on 
Sewing Machines, A Reacting Eiectric Sandal, 
A Health and Life-Preserving Invention, which 
can be applied to all Sewing Machines without 
&ny change in the machines. An entire pre- 
ven‘ ion of the suffering and death caused from 
operating sewing machines, 

Apply to the patentee 

VON CORT 


DR. 0. A. . 
THERAPEUTIC HEALTH INSTITUTE, 
168:h street, near 34 avenue, N. Y. City. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East," '* Xavier 
and I," etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphie and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—FPall Mall Gazette, 

Power. eloquence, and originality character- 
ize "Nathaniel Vaughan ” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novelá,—Zilustrated Lon- 
don News. 


An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own, It is really an artistic composition 
with & sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the ennvas,— Westminster Review, 

D, M. BENNETT. Publisher, 141 fight Bin NI 
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ON EXHIBITION DAILY AT 


TAMMANY HALL, Mth STREET, bel, 3d & 4th AVES, 2n 


2 
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We at c^ 
4d xm 


NDERFUL AMERICAN 
ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK. 


ded TA 


DESCRIPTION OF THE CLOCK. 


The clock is eighteen feet in height, eight feet wlde by five deep, and weighs five thousand 
pounds. There are required in the construction of the clock two thousand wheels, besides 
the great number of shafts, pinions, and other machlnery necessary to. complete the grand 
combination, The clock is run by weights which weigh seven hundred pounds, and is wound 
up once in twelve days. The case or exterior of the clock is entirely of black walnut, and 
is elegantly carved or engraved in designs appropriate and symbolic of our Republic, Above 
the main body of the clock is a marble dome, upon which Washington sits in his chair 
of state, protected by a canopy which is surmounted by a gilded statue of Columbia; on either 
side of Washington is a colored servant in livery, guarding the doors, which open 
between the pillars that support the canopy; on the four corners ef the main body 
of tue clock are black walnut niches containing human figures, emblematic of the 
march of life; the two lower ones sre supported by two female figures with flaming torches; 
one of the niches contains the figure of an infant, the seeond the figure of a youth, the third of 
a man in middle life, the fourth of an aged graybeard. and still another, directly over the 
center, contains a skeleton, representing Father Time. All these figures hav bells and ham- 
mers in their hands. At the end of every quarter hour the infant strikes upon the bell which 
he holds in his hand. Atthe end of each half hour the youth strikes; at the end of three- 
quarters of an hour the man, and at the end of each hour the graybeard. Daath then follows 
with a measured stroko to toll the hour. : 


The clock shows local time in hours, minutes, and seconde ; the difference in time at 
Chicago, Washington. San Francisco, Melbourne, Pekin, Cairo, Constantinople, St, Petersburg, 
Vienna, London, Berlin, and Paris; the day of the week, calendar day of the month, month of 
the year, and seasons of the year; the signs of the zodiac, the revolutions of the earth on its 
own axis, and also around the sun; the revolutions of the moon around the earth, and with it 
around the sun ; also, the moon’s changes from the quarter to half, three-quarters, and full: 
the correct movement of the planets around the sun. The inventor has a crankeattachment to 
the clock, by means of which he can hasten the working of the machinery, in order to show its 
movements to the public. 


A large music box, manufactured at Geneva expressly for this clook, begins to play at the 
same time that the skeleton strikes the hour, and a surprising scene is enacted upon the plate 
for m beneath thecanopy. Washington slowly rises from his chair to his feet, extending his 
right and, presenting the Declaration of Independence; the door on the left is opened by the 
servant, admitting all the Presidents from Washington's time, including President Hayes. 
Each President is dressed in the costumesof his time, Tae likenesses are admirable, Passe 
ing in file before Washington, they face and raise their hands as they approach him, and walk- 
Ing naturally across the platform, disappear through the opposite door, which is promptly 
closed behind them by the second servant. Washington retires into his chair. and all is quiet, 


save the measured tick of the huge pendulum, and the rli d Š 
Sater Loui has phage T nging of the quarter hours. until an 


Excursion parties and every man, woman, and child from the East, West, North, and 
South visiting the city of Now York should not leave without seeing this WONDERFUL 
WORK OF ART, TRE GREAT AMERICAN CLOOK. Oa exhibition daily in TAMMANY 
HALL, East 14*h street, from 19 A.M., to 10 P.M. Sundays 2 P.M. to 10 P,M. 


COL. D. M. FOX, Manager. 


GREENBACK-LABOR CHRONICLE 


i » , ‘ounded by SOLON 
Hon: T.H toon, } Ep BB, | : OHASK in 1814. 

HE Oldest, Livest, Cheapest. Greenb ack-Labor 

ntry. 

Devated to The Goterests of labor, the econom- 
ical and just distribution of the products of 
labor, and & scientific financial system—one 
that will not rob labor to enrich idleness, 

PLATFORM. 


1. The United States paper dollar to be the 
unit of value, bearing this imprint: United 
States Money- One Doliar. Receivable for pub- 
lic dues and legal tender for private debts. 

2. The immediate payment of the bonded debt 
according'to the right reserved to pay it before 
maturity by Section 3693, Revised Statutes, U. 8. 

8, Government loans to the people through 
states. counties, cities, and towns, to be paid, 
after five years, in twenty anaual installments, 

t one per gent per annum ta. : 
x 4, Government conguet of pablie transporta- 
tion and telegraphs, 

5. Government aid to homestead settlers, 

6. Universal adult suffrage. . 

7, Abolition of legal debts. 

8. Abolition of the death-penalty by U. B. law, 
and the substitution of reformatory labor for 
punishment by imprisonment for crime, 

A large 8-page, 56-column paper, $2.00.8& year 
in advance. Every yearly, subscriber receives 
his OF her Spice jn ave elegant steel plate enz 

ravings, the retail price of which is $2, 

Sach, FOGG. BLOOD & 0O.. Auburn, Mo, Pube 
era. 


The Gods and Religions . 
Ancent and Modern Times, 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes, 
WRITTEN IN. PRISON. , 


By D. M. BENNETT. 


Volume I., which treats principally on all 
the Gods of the world, is out. Volume IL, 
which givsa full description of the Religions 
of Ancient and Modern Times, will be out 
in a few weeks, An interesting and in- 
atructive work,. In cloth, $3 per vol. If 
ordered before July 1st, the two volumes 
for $5. Jn Leather, Red Edges, $4 per vol., 
or $7 for the two volumes, Io Morocco aud 
Gilt Edges, $4 50 per vol., or $8 for the two 
volumes. Sent free of postage, 


MACHINERY. 


Hand, Foot, and Power Presses. Die work 
óf all kinds, Perforating Dies 
a specialty, 


E. B. STIMPSON, 81 Spruce 8t., N, Y. 
`- tJan8l, 


CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
lseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leadin 


tothem are plainly treated by that plainest 
books, PLAIN HOME TALK, EMBRACING 
MEDICAL OOMMON BE 


XP 1.000 : 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E. B. FOOTE, 
of 120 Lexington Ave. New York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed, 
In its issue for January 19, 1878. Mr. Bennett's 
TauTB SEEKER thus speaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: '" We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives an 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well caiculated to ena. 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women, 
His medical works possess the highest value, 
and hav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to: day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
has so ably imparted, 

Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or . 


by mail FREE, re ot the pr popular gii 
on. by mail, postage prepaid, on .50. - 
tonta table tree, AGENTS WANTED. A 


MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
129 Hast 28th Street New York. 


DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK, 


“MEDICAL 6000 SENSE” 


PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE, 
—EMBBACING— : 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYBIOLOGI* 


CAL MARRIAGE. 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 

ound—price $2, It treats of the nature, causes, 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute an 
chronic diseases, It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s: xual relations 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint, It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 betore 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free. Contents table 
sent free for stamp. 


DR. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Liberal friends and patients throughout 
the United States and Canadas that. he is, as 
usual, treating 


ALL CHRONIC DISEASES, 


and positively curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced incurable. Having had over thirty 
years! experience, Dr. K., is meeting with re- 
markable success in curing obstinate cases of 
Spermatorrhosa, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes, Epilepsy, 
Paralysis. Neuralgia, Rheumatism,  Gatarrh, 
Asthma, Bronchitis, Consumption, Dysentery, 
Piles, Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, 
Genital Organs, and all diseases of women 
Consultation Free, Address 
ot A ETA Ae 
as +) NOW LOE, 
Questions for Invalids free, oe 


The Truth Seeker, June A, 1880. 


* 


E 


The Real Issue. 


MOSES HULL 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes it is just the thing. 
Oontains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
& scientific money. ; 

The Commoner says : 

"Nothing bas been written which will do as 
good Work as this, Itis worth its weight in 
gold. E w 

Price 10 cents, Sold by D. M. BENNETT, 

: i . (141 Hightn st.. New York. 
Correspondence Wanted 

With Liberal and Radical ladies between the 
ages of 23 and 30, by a gentleman in the prime 
of life. Object; To share a bumble hame anda 
loving heart with a lady that suits. None need 
write who are not thoroughly in earnest on 
this subject, Address stating particulars. 


Oare Truth Seeker office. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


.144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with- i 
out Comment, 


Revised and Enlarged Edition. 


72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 
D. M. BENNETT, 11 Eighth St.. N. Y. 


AG The Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes and sells an imperfect, disordered, and 
mangled edition. with al! the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1:60, from which it was 
‘pirated by the late 8. 8. Jones. 


4'22 


» in 
! y : AE 
DW yy eM 

VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


. A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will Drove. 

ures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 

Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 

Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 

youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and 

other causes, producing some of the fol- 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
glo {al ht emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
of igh , Defective, memory, Physical Decay, 

Pimples on Face, Aversion to Society of Fe- 

males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 

er, ete,, ete.. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and. permanently 
eured by an External Application, which is the 

Doctor’s latest and greatest medical discovery. 

and which he has so far prescribed for this 

bane!ul complaint in all its stages without a 

failure to cure in a single case, and some of 

them were in & terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many had 

Falling Sickness Fits; others upon the verge 

of consumption ; while others again had be- 

come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 

Byphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
gated from the system. Gonorrhama, Gleet, 

Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 

private diseases quickly cured All diseases of 

Women such as Prolapsus Uleri, Leucorrhea, 

etc.. treated with equal success. 

D . P. FELLOWS has within the last fiftden 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past jore 
and in fact had been given up by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the aid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
jeines tb reach the cause of the complaint in- 


tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 


at the head of his profession. 


: PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 


Sent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and eure of Spermatorrhoea, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to. before & magistiate, which 
ia positive and convincing testimony to the 
: Doetor's great skill, 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Imclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above, 

[From the Western Reformer.) 


“DR. R. P. FELLOWS 
is ahigbly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an Original system of practice, and is 
erfectly reliable and trustworthy. e hav 
Beard many flattering reports of his successful 
enrag of diseaser incident to humanity.” 


THE 
Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 
TWO LECTURES. 
BY j 
FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
. York Free Medical College 
for Women. 
Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
„March 20 and-27, 1874. 
Cloth; price 50 cents, ' For sale by 
: p. M. BENNETT, 141 Highth Bt, N, Y. 


WHAT IS MONEY? 


A DEBATE 


BETWEEN "NR 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 8 cents. For sale at 
this office. : . : 


Issues of the Age. 
CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. ` 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00. 

Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.~ Tacitus, i 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.—N. 
Y. Graphic. . [sy 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil. 
deriag labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
therough familiarity with most of the modern: 
theories advanced.—Jewish Times. : 


The author of this volume has evidently kept]. 


company with many of the finer spirits of the. 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought. He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as-: 
piratlone.—N. Y. Tribune. : 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. | 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of" The Essence of Christianity,” ete |. 


Translated from the German. 
Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cta. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 
Our politics. our e'bies, our religion. our 
science, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
aered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality of onr age!*—Eziract 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE . 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 

TauTH SEEKER. It is the best on the subject, 

and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 

tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 

ott 7 tenohing of the Bible, ENNETT : 
rice 10 cents. , M. š 

141 bth Btreet.N. Y. City. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book !. 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 


The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


eal Gun. 


By KERsEY Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. PERRY'S “ Six- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Olneinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scbolars of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isareview of Kersey Graves’ "’ Sixteen 
Oruclfied Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work. but to bav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his * Ecclesiastical Court," in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry bimeelf. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
Only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selvun, Dut condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This teature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what be designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn " state's evi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves. has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historica) testimony 
against Mr. Perry that !s absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anes- 
dores illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, "A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a zrease spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the ablest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity, The 
Work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 


For sale by P. M. BENNETT. 
THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 

An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY, Justout. By 


Price, 28 conta, QOURTLANDT PALMER, 


since Ohristianity. 


Florence. 


12m0. 48 pp; paper, 20 cts. ; flexible cloth, 35 ats, 
THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 


NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 


Truth Seeker:” i 


Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER. | 

12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 

This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 


Character of the origin of the religion of 
christ. j 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind Maler Forces, Thelogy, Hc. 


BY OHAS. E. TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 


This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. "They are chiefly intended to 
uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


' With an Introduction on the 


Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc. 
BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50, 


Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Hand Work, 


A concise account of the Christian religion, 
and al] the prominent religions before and 


. BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


LOVE VENTURES. 


A rose tinted record of love in the tropics, 
with strange and startling adventures thereto 
belonging. Price, 50 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $1.00. 


x P p e í 

Positivist Primer: 

Being a series of familiar conversations on 
^. the Religion of Humanity. 


: BY C. G. DAVID. 
Price, 75 cents. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A critical study.. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI, Professor of Philosophy at [he Liceo Dante, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 327 pp. $2.00, 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 852 pp. . . $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
BY GEORGE REBER, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation of the Christian church. 


Oultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting. 

BY A. R. COOPER. 


NAZARETH. 


BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany. N. Y. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of ihe Arguments Against Ohris- 
tianity 

This is a very valuable and concise work. and 

states in plain and unmistakable language the 


reasons Why Ohristianity ia a failure. Price, 50 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
OTHER PAPERS, 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM.} 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents, 


SOUL PROBLEMS, - 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 
Paper, 18mo, 68 pages; price, 25 centa, 


| Review, 


The Rights ot Man. By Txomas 
Parne. Whiten in defense of his fellow- 
man. A work‘almost without a peer in the 
world. Large type. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 
80 cents. LM f ` 

Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BLANCHARD. 12mo. Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. à . B 

The Heathens of the Heath. By 
Wm. McDOoNNELL, author of Exeter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
$1.50; : 


‘Career of Religious Ideas: Their. 


Ultimate the Religion of Science, 


By Hupson 'TUTTLE. An able examination ` 


of the sources of the past religions of the 
world, 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents, ` EU 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M. 
BgsNETT. Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $1.00. 

The Humphrey-Bennett Discus- 
sion, A debate between Rev. G. H. HUM- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of ** The Truth Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3, Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity. is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cloth (550 
pp) $31.00. —- 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Prot. O. A. Boxeuss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian University at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Out., commencing June 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke. First Propo- 
ermion: * The Christian Religion, us. set 
forth in tbe New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin." Burgess in the afirm- 
ative; Underwood iu the negative. Szconp 
Proposition: ‘‘ The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin." Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the neg- 
ative. 19mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, 9 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundatic — Contrasted With its 
Superstructure, By W. R. GREG, au- 
thor of * Enigmas of Life,” ‘‘ Literary and 
Social Judgments,” etc. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the “ Fortnightly 
' gays: ‘Some twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most 
cminent men of science asked, * Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg's Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
—if they can?! In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg,*coming later, had the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on all 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally to 
80 thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the'public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument—occupying« precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable.” 

One volume, crown octavo, with com- 
plete index. The London edition sold for 
$5. Price of American edition, cloth, $1.50. 

The Undcrwood-Marples De- 
baie. Between B. F. UnpieRrwoop, of 
Boston, and the Rev. Jomw MARPLES, of 
Toronto, Ont, Held at Napanee, Ont., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed : 
First: “That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticiam are Jllogical and con- 
trary «> Reason.” Szcoonp: ''The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond ail other books its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood de- 
nies, Reported in ful, and revised by the 
debaters, 111 pp. Paper, 35. cents; cloth, 
60 centes. 

Interrogatories to Jehovah, By 
D. M. BENNETT. A series of close questions 
upon a great variety of subjects, trom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, the 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embraced by the 
Church. With a tull-length portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 centa. 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Answer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturally-Re- 
vealed, Infallibly-Inepired, and Miraculously- 
Altested Religion in the World? By E. E. 
GUILD, ex-Universalist clergyman.; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parts. 
Paper, 30 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Seeker Leaflets, of two pages 
each, ‘Uhirty-two in umber; 4 cents per 
dozen; $8 cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $2.00 per thousand. ] 

Adventures of Elder TYriptolemus 
Tub. Comprises important aud starting 
disclosu:es concerning hell, its magnitude, 
morals, employments, climate, etc. By 
Rev. Gzorcz Hocxns. A rich, interesting 
little work, Paper, 16 conta. : 
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Gems of Thought. 


‘The Truth Seeker, June 96, 1880. 


As surely as men etifie doubts and crush them 
blindly out, so surely,will they rise up again to 
haunt them.—Bishop Talloway. 


THE truth of factis what it is—independent, 
happily, of our notions of it. Wedo not make 
truth by recognizing it; we cannot unmake 
truth by denying it. Froude. ' 


Ir in revelation there be found any passages 
the seeming meaning of which is contrary to 
natural religion, we may most certainly con- 
clude such seeming meaning not to be the real 
one.—JBuller, 


:  WnzNanytbing is said to hav been written by 

the most merciful God, and the thing is not 
merciful, then I deny it and say he never wrote 
it. Iwillliv by the standard of reason; and if 
thinking in accordance with reason takes me 
to perdition, then I will go to hell witn my 
reason rather than to heaven without it.—Zn- 
9 ersoll, 


WHATEVER power such a being. the builder 
and maker of hell, may hav over. me, there is 
one thing which he shall not do. He shali not 
compel me to worship him. I will call no being 
good who is not what I mean when I apply that 
epithet to my fellow-oreatures; and if such a 
being can sentence me to hell for not 8o calling 
him, to hell I will go.—J. S. Mill. 


. You tell us to be ashamed of professing igno. 

rance, Where is the shame of ignorance in 
matters still involved in endless and hopeless 
controversy? Why shoulda lad who has just 
run the gauntlet of examination and escaped to 
a country parsonage bé dogmatic when his 
dogmas are denounced as erroneous by half 
the philosophers in the world ?—Leslie Stephen. 


PERSECUTION for opinion is unjust, With 
what consisteney, then, can the worshipers of 
& Deity whose benevolencethey boast, embitter 
the existence of their fellow-being because his 
ideas of that Deity are different from those 
which they entertain? Alas! There is no con- 
sistency in those persecutors who worship & 
benevolent Deity. Those who worship & demon 
would alone act consonantly to these principles 
by imprisoning and torturing in his name.— 
Shelley. 


A UNIVERSAL God ought.to hav revealed a 
universal religion, By what fatality are so 
many different religions found on the earth? 
Which is the true one amongst tbe great num- 
ber of those of wbich each one pretends to be 
the right one, to the exclusion of all the others? 
We hav every reason to believb that not one of 
them enjoys this advantage. The divisions 
and the disputes about opinion are indisputa- 
ble signs of the uncertainty and of the obscurity 
of the principles which they profess.—Mestier, 


Tux tendency of orthodox religion to-day is 
toward mental slavery and barbarism, No one 
of the orthodox ministers dare preach what he 
thinks if he knows thata majority of his con- 
gregation think otherwise. He. knows that 
, every member of his church stands guard over 
his brain with acreed likeaclub in his hand. 
He knows that he is not expected to search 
after the truth, but that he is employed to de- 
fend the creed. Every pulpit is a pillory in 
which stands a hired culprit, defending the 
justice of his own imprisonment.—Zngersoll. 


Tax clergy pray for rain or fine weather, and 
on great occasions, such as the potato blight, 
: the archblshop issues a special form of petition 
for its removal. But the clergy and the arch- 
bishop are aware, all the time, that the evils 
which they pray against depend on natural 
causes, and that a prayer from a Christian min- 
ister will as little bring a change of weather.as 
the incantation of.& Caffre rain-maker. We 
keep to conventional forms . . . but we do 
not even believe that we believe the bishops 
themselves any more than the rest of us—any 
more than the Oollege of Augurs in Oato's time 
believed in the sacred chickens,—Froude. 


WEoEvER has formed true ideas of the igno- 
rance, credulity, and sottishness of the com- 
mon people, will always regard their religious 
opinions with the greater suspicion for tneir 
being generally established. The majority of 
men examine nothing ; they allow themselves 
to be blindly led by custom and authority; their 
religious opinions are especially those which 
they hav the least courage and capazityto ex- 
amin; &s they do not understand anything 
about them, they are compelled to be silent or 
putanendto their reasoning. Ask the com- 
mon man if he believes in God. He will be sur- 
prised that you ean doubt it, Then ask him 
what he understands by the word God. You 
will confuse him, . . . He willtell you that 
God is God, but he neither knows what he 
thinks of him nor the motives (grounds?) which 
he has for believing in him.—Meslier. 


Tax Christian 8ay8,'' it will not do to be con- 
Btantly objecting to everything if we would find 
thetruth. Well, why object to the fact when I 
say thereis no god? Why object when I say 
the Blbleis only a book of ancient laws, tradi- 


tions, poems, and scraps of unreliable history? |. 


Why object when I sweep away all traces of 
angels, devils, ghosts, and. demigods? Why 
object when I prove tbat no prayer was ever 
god-heard or god-answered ? Why object to be- 
lieve all you hear and read of all sides of all 
subjects? Can you not see that no one man ob- 
jects to any more things tban another does? I 
object to all I cannot belleve,and so do you, 
and so does the Hindoo and Chinese, and the 
red man of the forest. Every man objects to one 
side of every subject, and I ask, right here 
and now, wherein I object to one iota more 
than you do, These " negation” and ' chance» 
filngs, at those who prefer realities to " phan- 
toms of air,” and scientific cultured thought to 
pulpit declaration and denunciation, are about 
payed out—Zimina D, Senker, "VE 


= me a 


AN Englishman, upon hearing the cackling 
in a poultry yard, exclaimed, “Oh, this is really 
hen-chanting |” : i 


YouNa men persist in hugging delusions, and 
that is the reason probably that so many young 
ladies wear those delusion shawls, 


Ir is not half as much fun to run a lawn mow- 
erthe last ten minutes as itis when you first 
commence. Familiarity breeds contempt, 


” AIN'T that a lovely critter, Joka?” said Jeru- 
sha, as they stopped opposit the leopard’s 
cage. “Waal yes.” said John; “but then he’s 
dreffu!y freckled.” | : 


It is only the female mosquito that. bites, but 
when & man gets a chance to belt one witha 
towel, he’s going to do it without stopping to 
inquire as to its sex. . : 


EvERY time aman truly repents, says Josh 
Billings, he is born again ; but there iz lots ov 
people who repent every night regular 80 to b 
reddy for aktiv bizness to-morrow, : 


A SCOTCHMAN asked an Irishman why were 


“half farthings coined in England. The Irish- 


man’s answer was. “To giv Scotchmen an op- 
portunity of subscribing to charitable institu- 
tions.” 


A LADY lawyer out West always addresses her 
husband at breakfast as'' My learned brother ;” 
at lunch she calls him " the counsel for the de- 
fense;” at dinner time she calls him “a brass- 
mounted pettifogger, with a cheek likean army 
mule,” 


A LITTLE fellow, turning over the leaves of 
ascrap-book, came across the well-known pic- 
ture of some chickens just out of their shell. 
He examined the picture carefully, and then, 
with a grave, sagacious look, slowly remarked: 
" They came out ’cos they were afraid'of being 
boiled." 


Sue was a Boston lady of culture. She stood 
watching a canal-boat loaded with ics, as it was 
being locked into the canal from Lake Cham- 
plain. " What is that boat loaded with ?" she 
asked. “Ice,” was the reply, "Oh, my !” she 
exclaimed in surprise; "if the horrid stuff 
should melt, the water would sink the boat.” 


" WILLIAM, do you know why you are like a 
donkey?” “Like a donkey ?" echoed William, 
opening his eyes wide. “No, I don’t.” ‘Do 
you givitup?” "Ido." ‘* Because your better 
half is stubborness itself.” ‘*That’s not so 
bad. Ha! ha! I'll giv that to my wife when I 
get home.” “My dear," he asked, as he sat 
down to supper. “Do you know why I am 
like a donkey ?” He waited a moment, expect- 
ing his wife to giv it up, But she didn't, She 
looked at him somewhat commiseratingly as 
she answered: “I suppose you was born go." 


A SMART younz màn asked a gentleman from 
Cape Cod, '' What's the difference between you 
and a clam?" thinking that the Cape Codger 
would say he didn’t know, and then the young 
man would pity him for not being able to see 
any difference between himself and a clam, bat 
the thing didn’t work. The Codger took the 
young man and swept a path across the street 
with him, and then, after crowding him into an 
empty fish-harrel and yanking'him out again, 
said: “A clam wouldn't be playing with you 
in this way. That's the difference 'twixt me 
and a clam.” The young man had no more 
questions to ask. 


A CHESTER county boy, aged 12 years, while 
returning from Sabbath-school fell from the 
top of a fence and broke. his arm, And this is 
thesecond time he had the same arm fractured 
in falling from the panel of a fence, and in re- 
turning from Sunday-school. There is a moral 
in this—but bad little boys mustn’t think it 
teaches that it is wrong to go to Sunday-school. 
The probabilities are that if this unfortunate 
boy had been returning from a game of base 
ball or from fishing. instead of breaking his 
arm at each fall he would hav broken his neck 
each time, The mora) is, that he should creep 
under the fence instead of climbing over it, 


How a LANDLADY REGARDS FOURTH OF JULY 
OnATORS.—The other morning a young man 
who had iong boarded with an Eighteenth- 
street landlady, was asked to step into the par- 
lor for & private interview, and when the old 
lady had him cornered, she began: : 

“Mr. Blank. you hav boarded with me for a 
long time, and never before hav I had occasion 
to find a word of fault,” 

“Fault to find with me? Why. what hav I 
done ?^ 

“ Well, every night for an hour after you come 
in, and every morning for an hour before 
breakfast, we all hear you tramping around 
and talking about war and liberty and death 
and so on, and some of my boarders fear that 
you hav taken to drink." 

"Oh, I can explain all that," he cheerfully re- 
plied; ''I am to deliver a Fourth of July ora- 
tion out herein a Country town, and Iam get- 
ting my speech ready.” 

“Is it necessary that you should deliver this 
speech ?” es 

-" Why, no; but I consider it a great h 
be invited to speak.” S RRA 

" I—I wish you'd giv it up." she faltered. 

"Butfor what reason? I'm afraid you don't 
understand me,” 

“Oh, yes, I do—I know all aboutit. Last year 
Seven of the young men of my house went out 
to deliver Fourth of July orations, and at 2 
o’clock in the morning all were lying dead 
drunk on the hall floor. Of course, I love lib- 
erty, Mr. Blank, and I always hav extra boiled 
egg8 and ice-water On the Fourth, but you've no 
idea how hard these orations are on bal) car- 
pets and stair-rods. If you've got to go, I wish 
you'd make arrangements to hay the police run 


| you in for that nigüt |" 
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|. The Devil Still Ahead, RN 


‘90, Samson and his Exploits, ' 
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1 pisenieion nn Prayer. D. M, Bennett and 
o Clergymen. 
1, The Btory of Creation, Bennstt, 
8. The Old Snake Story. 
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12. Balaam and his Ass. Un 
13. Arraignment of Priesteraft. 
14. Old Abo and Little ike. Mr Dherg, 
315. Gometo Dinner. - A 
16. Fog H 


se 


to t2 B2 bo G2 OO BS E2 B2 OLED eR OO. 


. Slipped Up Again.  ... 
is piir es stopp ng the Sun and Moon. D. 
~= D. M. Bennett, " . "^  . 

Bennett, 


21. The Great Wrestling Match, z 

23. Discussion with Elder Shelton. 

38. Reply to Elder Sheiton's Fourth Letter. 
, M. Bonnett. 

24. Ohristians at Work. Wm. McDonnell. 

26. Discussion with Geo. Snode. Bennet, 

28. Underwood's Prayer. 

27. Honest Questions and Honest Answers. 


Als I Bend liostro. C.Botheran. . 1 

28, Alessandro ostro. 0.8 A 

29. Paine Hall Dedication Address. B. F. 
Underwood. E 

30, Wom an’s Rights & Man's Wrongs. Byphers. 

81. Gods and God-houses. 

83. The God's of Superstition and the God of 
the Universe. D. M. Bennett. 

33. What has Ohristianity Done? Preston. 

84, Tribute to Thomas Paine, 

35. Moving the Ark. D. M. Bennett, 

36, Bennett’s Prayer to the Devil. 

87, Short Sermon. Rev, Theologicus, D.D. 

88, Qhriptianity not n Moral Bystom, X. Y. Z. 

89, The True Saint. 8. P. Putnam. 

40, Bible of Nature vs. The Bible of Men. J, 


Syphers. 
41, Our Ecclesiastical Gentry, Bennett, 
42, Elijah the Tishbite. . z 
43, Christianity a Borrowed System. 
44, Design Argument Refuted. Underwood, 
45, Elisha the rophet. Bennett. 
46, Did Jesus Rea Y Exist? d 
41. Oruelty and Oredulity of the Human Race, 
'*. Dr. Daniel Arter. 
48, Freethought in the West, G. L. Henderson, 
49. Sensible Qonclusions, É. E, Guild. 
$0. Jonah and the Big Fish. D. M. Bennett. 
$1, Sixteen Truth Seeker Leafiets. No. 1. 
83, Marples-Underwood Debate, Underwood, 
68, Questions for Bible Worshipers, B. F, 
Underwood. 
64, An Open Letter to Jesus Ghrist, Bennett, 
55, The ible God Disproved by Nature. W. 


Goleman, 
56, Bible Contradictions. 
57.. Jesus Nota Perfect Character. Underwood, 
$8. Prophecies, 
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, Underwood. 
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65. Short Sermon No. 2. Rev. Theologicus, D.D. 
S Gen ido in History. H, B. Bronn D 
67, Bixteen Truth Seeker Leafiets No, 2. 
68, Ruth’s Idea of Heaven and Mine, Susan 
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69, Missionaries. Mrs. E. D. Slenker, 
0, Vicarious Atonement. J.8, t, 
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the Virgin Mary. W. E. Ooleman. 
0, Address onPaine’s 139th Birthday. Bon- 


nett. 
81, Hereafter.or the Half-way House, John 


Byphers, 
82. Christian Courtesy, Bennett, 
es, Revivalism Examined. Dr, A. G. Hum. - 


phrey, 
84, Moody's Sermon on Hell Rev. J.. 


opps. London. 

85, Matter, Motion, Life and Mind. Bennett, 

86, An Enquiry about God's Sons. '' 

Bi. Frocthought J udged by its Fruits, B.F, 
n . 

88. David God's Peculiar Favorite. Mrs. E, 


. Blenker. 
eof Prayer. Oharlea Stephenson, 
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90: Biblo-Mania, Otter COordates. 
91 Our Ideas of God. B. F. Underwood, 


92, The Bible: is it Divinely Inspired? Dr. 
, Arter. 
93, Obtaining Pardon for Sins. Hudson 


uttle.  . 
94, The New Raven. Will Cooper. 
95. Jesus Ohrist. D. M. Bennett, 
96. Ichabod Crane Papers. 
97, BpecialProvidences. W.B. Bell. 
98, Snakes: Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker. 
99, Do the Works of Nature prove a Ore- 
re Bolota, t Th 
100, 10! nniversary o omas Paine’ 
101, Birthday, Bennett et als, ii 
102, The Old Religion and the New. W. 8, 


103. Does the Bible Teach ug all we Know. 


ennet. 

104. Evolution of Israel's God. A. L. Rawson, 
106, Decadence of Christianity. Oapphro, . 
106. Franklin, Washington and Jefferson Un- 

believers, Bennett. ; 
107, The Safe Side. H. B. Brown. 
108. The Holy Biblea Historical Humbug, 

. H. Preston. . 

110, Invocation to the Universe. 
111, Reply to Sctentific American, 
112, Bensible Sermon. Rey. M. J. Savage 
lis. Cometo Jesus. Bennett 
114. Where was Jesus born? Preston 
115. The Wonders of Prayer. Bennetr 
116. The Sunday Question, " 
117, Constantine tre Great. Preston 
118. The Irrepressible Conflict between Chris. 

tiapity and Civilization. Bell 
119. The New Faith. Stoddard 
120. The New ags, Bell 
121, l'agersoll's Review of his Reviewers 
122, The Great Religions of the World. 
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123, Paine Vindicatad. Ingersolls Roply to 


ne 


Bennett 


‘i 
tc CNY PRYDE RL 


Ben- 


the New York Observer 10 
124. Sinful Saints. Bennett 10 
125. German Liberalism. Olara Noymann 2 
126. Orimes and Crueities of Christianity. Un- 

derwood 10 
127. Tyndall on Man's Soul 5 
129. Who was Jesus Ohrist? Ooleman 2 
130, The Ethics of Religion. Clifford 5 
131. Paine was Junius. W. H, Burr 3 
132. My Religious Belief. Ella E. Gibson 1 
133, The Authority of the Bible. Underwood 3 
134, Talks wlth the Evangelists 5 
135. Is there a Future Lite? 3 
136. Torquemada. and the Inquisition, Ben- 

nel 3 
197, Christian Love, O, L. James 8 


138. Science. of the Bible. John Js syer 
130 Marsacre of 8t, Bartholomew. Preston 
140. Astro- Theology `. 
141, Infidelity. H W. Beecher 
142. Rynopsis of All Religions. E. L. Saxon 1 
143, Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkius 2 
144.. The Comctock Laws: ; ES! 
145. It you take away mv Religion, what will 
you giv meinstead? Martin. 10 
146, Seymour Times’s Prayer 9 
147.. Reply to Tbe Index on Comstock Laws 10 
148, When did Paul Liv? Scholasticus E 
149. Age of Shams 5 3 
150. The Liberty of Printing-and Reply. Boel 
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ut and Wakeman 
151. What is the Bibl ? M.W.H 
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152. A Remarkable Book. R. W. Douglas , 2 

153. Liberty and Morali'y. M. D. Conway 5 

154. Reminiscences of Thomas Paine. David T 
. Bruee 


SOIENTIFIO SERIES, 
1. Horeditary Transmission, Prof. Louis 


erg, M.D. x 
2, Evolution; from the Homogeneous to the 
Heterogeneous. B.F.Underwood. 
3. Darwinism. B. F, Underwood. 
4. Literature of the Insane. F. R. Marvin, 
5. Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Ohase, MD. 
6. Graduated Atmospheres. J. McCarroll, 
7, Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. 
8, How do Marsupial Animals Propagate 
their kind? A.B. Bradford. - . ` 
9. TheUnseen World. rof, John Fiske 
10. TheEvolution heory — Huxley’s Three 
Lectures. 10 
11. Is America the New World? L.L.Dawson. 8 
12. Evolution Teaches neither Atheism nor 
Materialism, 8. Brigham, M.D., 5 
18, Nibble at Mr. John Fiske’s Crumb for 
the Modern Symposium, 7 
Discount on one dollar's worth 10 percent off 
on two dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars 
worth, 40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off, 
As few 'or as many of any given kind may be 
ordered as degirad, 


THE 
JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE, 


. BETWEEN 
PROF. W. F. JAMIESON, 
Of Chicago, Ill., and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 
Ot Kentucky. 


Held in Kirkeville, Mo., during nine evenings 
—Mav 20-29, 1878. Synopsis report—official, 
This book of 220 pages givs an tnteresting pres- 
entation of the theological questions which 
divide Christians and Liberals, Ths Rey. 
Di!zler i8 regarded as'an able defender of his 
favorit Christian doctrines, but it will undoubt- 
edly be admitted by the reader that Prof, W. F. 
Jamieson fulty met all be had to offer. Obris- 
tian readers will take more kindly toa work of 
tnis kind, giving both sides an equally fair 
chance. than to books on our side oniy. . 
gp rice, in paper covers, 50 cents; well bound, 

5 cents. ] 
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THE 


CLERGYMAN‘S VICTIMS. 


A Radical Romanedqg 
—ByY— + 
MRS. J. E. BALL. 


This pamphlet of over 100 pages isa pleasing 
animated, domestic story, presenting Liberal 
thought in an agreeable manner, and will be 
read by thousands where heavier, drier, and 
more philosophical and metaphysical works 
are not preferred, It is a good story to lend 


Christian neighbors to read. Price. 25 cents, 


POCKET  THEOLOCY. 


BY 


VOLTAIRE. 


Translated from the French by Miss Ellen 
Carroll. The first time ever published in Eug- 
lish. The pamphlet contains nearly 500 of Vol- 
taire’s sharp, terse, sarcastic, sca'hing defini- 
tions of theoiogical and ecclesiastical subjects, 
terms, and dogmas. There is nothing in the 
world like it. Everybody ought to hav a‘copy. 
130 pages. Price, only 25 cents, . 


AN OUTLINE 
OF THE 
FRENGH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 


RESULTS. 


BY W, S. BELL. 


There is probably no period of history in the 
world moreinteresting or more important than 
the French Revolution in the last century, and 
Mr. Bell hee traced it ably and ia an B at ara 
manner. Every one who reads it w: e pleas 
with it. Price. 25 cents. Sendto this office, d 


KNOW THYSELF! 


THE untold miseries that re- 
sult from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medical work nuh- 
lished by the PEABODY MED. 
IOAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
a7 antitled The Science of Life; 
M Self Preservation. Ex. 
hausted vitality, nervous and physical debility, 
Or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 
. Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. Itisa standard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains benuti- 
ful and very expensive engravings, Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for allforms of prevailing disease, 


¢] the result of many years of extensive and suc- 


cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ton times the price ofthe book, Bound in French 
cloth ; price only $1, sentby mail post-paid. 

The London Lancet says: '" No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” : 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage, . 

The author refers by permis'ion to Hon. 
P. A. BISSELL, M.D.. President of the Nation- 


Mte Ago ia ga 
HEAL 
THYSELF 


ER, No.4 Bulfinch street, 

oston, Mass, The author 
may be consuited ou all dis- 
eases requiring skill and ex- 
perience, S 
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Notes and Clippings. 


* 


A pastor of Austin. Texas, preached on "A 
Tight Squeez3, or the Round Danes.” : 


THERE are sixteen thousand Methodist Epis- 
opal churches in this country. They owe, in 
the aggregate, seven million: dollars on mort- 
gage. . . 

In Richmond, Va., Sunday steamboat excur- 
sions are giving the clergymen a great deal of 
trouble. The Sunday-school children patronize 
the excursions. 


Tus Baptists ara in sorrow because e meom- 
ber of the Tabernacle church in Brooklyn, who 
was worth $300,000, has just died without leaving 
a dollar to any of the benevolent societies of the 
ehurch. 

In consideration of the scantiness of his con- 
&regation on a summer Sunday, a queer old 
dominie prayed," Lord, remember those who 
are prostrated on beds of sickness and lounges 
of wellness,” f | 

AN old lawyer who went to hear a popular 
preacher remarked of the style of his opening 
prayer, "If any lawyer were to address a judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas in that familiar 
style, he would at once be fined for contempt of 
court.” 

A PLEASANT, Cheerful wife is a rainbow set in 
the sky, when her husband’s mind is tossed 
with storms and tempests; but a dissatisfied 
and fretful wife, in the hour of trouble, is like 
one of those fends who delight to torture lost 
spirits. 3 

Tas Rev. John Morse had a fall from graoe;at 
Dexter, Me., and his presiding elder transferred 
him to a Methodist church at Calais, That was 
three months ag0; and now, investigation hav- 
ing demonstrated that he is too wicked to 
preach anywhere, he has been suspended, 


A PROTESTANT Episcopal prayer book was 
recently sold at auction in this city for $350. It 
was the only one left of an edition printed by 
Wiiliam Bradford in 1710. Prayer books sell.as 
low as twenty cents each, and are dear at that 
price. About a million & year are printed in 
this country. : 

PRAYER of a pious Italian who is playing 4-11- 
44 in the lottery of to-morrow: “ Kind heaven, 
grant that I may win the capital prize, and I 
solemnly vow that I wiil giv half of it to the 


poor. But if you hav any doubts of my hon-| 


esty, distribute to the poor their half yourself, 
and giv me the second prize,” 


“WHat is the worst thing about riches?" 
asked the Sunday-school superintendent. And 
the new boy in the bad class under the gallery, 
who only came in last Sunday, stood up and 
said, '" Their scarcity.” And in his confusion 
the superintendent told the school to rise and 
sing, ** Don’t get weary, children.” 


" BuT I pass,” said the Rev. Mr. Swipes, in 
dismissing one theme of his subject to take up 
another. “Then I make it spades,” yelled a 
man from the gallery, who was dreaming the 
happy hours away in an imaginary game of 
eucher. It is neediess to say that he went out 
on the next deal, assisted bya deacon with a 
handful of clubs. 


A xoUNGiady at Alden, Iowa, said she “wished 
to heaven that she might die that day.” A ter- 
rifle storm arose immediately, with thunder and 
lightning, and she imagined that it bore soma 
relation to her case, Hastening to a church, 
she knelt and prayed: ‘‘O, Lord, I didn’t mean 
it when I said I wanted to die. Please don’t let 
the lightning hit me." The Lord must hav 
been in an unusual good humor to hav listened 
to and answered both her prayers, 


Miss BEogWrrH of England is a plump young 
Woman with great skill as & swimmer. Her 
latest effort was a thirty hours’ swim in a huge. 
tank. Before going into the water a committee 
of ladies ascertained that she wore nothing 
that could support her in the water. Then she 
began her task, and completed it successfully, 
giving many exhibitions of ornamental swim- 
ming. She took coffee and beef tea from a 
floating table, and in the night amused herself 
by sirging and reading, The latter process 
she accomplished by floating on her back and 
holding her book in both hands. This accom- 
slished young person is likely to visit New 
Xork this summer, 


. PERSONS are cationed by Mr. Mc Master’s 
Freeman's Journal to be caréful how they buy 
professedly holy objects, Genuine water of 
Lourdes can be had of priests in this city for & 
dollar a quart; but as to bits of mortar from 


-| the chapel at Knock, it says: "It is sure that 


there Will spring up a host of frauds to deceive 
the poor Irish people. False priests will be first 
in the race; fooling the people, We really do 
not know how bits of the mortar, or the earth 
around, may be procured. We would like to hay 
some of the real mortar, or whatever is the ma- 
terial; but we would think twice. and then 
question if we had what we asked.” : 


ONE of the bills which Congress did not pass 
at the late session, though it was favorably re- 
ported by the committee, was Mr. Ballou's 
Spelling Reform bill, appointing a commission 
of seven persons to "examin the orthography 
used in the public documents and in the public 
schools in the District of Columbia, and to in- 
‘quire how much its defects increase the cost of 
the public printing, and how far they are anim- 
pediment to the acquisition and use of the En- 
glish language and to education." The Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor,to whom the 
matter was referred, reported that irregular 
spelling in the English language "causes a loss 
of two years of each child’s school time,” is a 
“main cause of the alarming illiteracy of our 
people," and costs "many millions of dollars 
yearly for teachers and for writing and print- 
ing superfluous letters,” 


Tnz Rev. R. Schnelder, pastor of the Ger- 
man Evangelical church at Mount Vernon, Ind., 
has eloped with & seventeen-year old girl of his 
congregation. In commenting on the above, a 
correspondent writes as follows: ''Another 
heavenly guide &one, no man knows where. 
Robert Sehneider, à man forty years old and 
pastor of our Garman Lutheran church, 
‘eloped with a young girl of seventeen years, 
leaving behind him a wife and seven children 
with $240 for their support. Schneider took 
with him all the money he could raise, includ- 
ing the proceeds of a church fair. The girl’s 
family is one of tho first German families of 
the place, and she herself was a very quiet, 
modest gir), one Whom no one would suspect 
or accuse of an immoral act. Detectivs are 
after nim, and without stint of money to con- 
tinue the search until he is found, I think the 
case Will be tried before Judge Lynch, the Lu- 
theran congregation as jury.” 


Pror. Davin SWING approves of the action of 
the Methodist Conference at Cincinnati toward 
Ool. Ingersoll. That Conference had rented 
the Opera House for their services. and Ool, 
Ingersoll wanted it for the evening. He had no 
alternativ but to apply to the Me:hodist clergy, 
and as they did not themselva want the hall on 
the particular evening in question, they gave 
up the room to the usé of the sharp and elo- 
quent antichristian orator.: Prof. Swing 
thinks " it will always be safe to temper with a 
sunshine of friendship the blasts that blow 
around the extremists of all schools, social. 
political, and religious, Our era should toler- 
ate an immense amount of free speech. After 
tossing up the cap a hundred years in praise of 
freedom of speech, we would better let men 
speak on, even When they differ with us, and 


thoughts also may come from the full liberty of 
mind and tongue." 


Mons clergymen hav sailed for Europe thus 
far this season than up to a corresponding 
time in any previous year. It is now consid- 
ered the respectable thing for every pastor of 
a self-supporting church to go to Europe in 
the summer. During the next four weeks a 
great many more Willgo. A church whlch has 
not gent its pastor to Europe can hardly 
hold up its head with becoming dignity among 
neighboring churches which hav sent theirs. 
Most of the wealthy churches pay the ex. 
penges of their ministers in this pleasant way 
of taking a vacation, In cases where this can- 
not be managed, and the pastor has no means 
of his own for the journey, and no rich wife or 
bondholding relations to fall back upon, a 
purse is made up for the purpose by a few 
kindly disposed individuals, But at all hazards 
the minister must go to Europe. The poorer 
churches, which are wrestiing with oppressiv 
mortgages, gigantic floating debts, and other 
financial obstacles. cannot indulge all their doe 
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then if possible make amends for some bad 
speeches by showing the public what good 


SCIENCE HALL, 141 Sth St., 
NEAR 


BROADWAY. 


} $3 per Year. 


sires in reference to treating their pastors to 
travel. Some of them cannot even pay for sup- 
plies during the pastor's absence. With these 
churches the European trip is not an essential, 
and the pastors havto wait until Providence 
opens for them a wider and more expensiv field 
of labor. 


Prov. Francois NEWMAN. Oardinal Newman’s 
brother, has just delivered an address, in which 
he advoeates the relief of Parliament from 
local matters, which he would hand over t: 
provincial assemblies. England and Wales are, 
according to his system. to be divided into nine 
districts, each called by a pretty name with a 
Latin termination—Eboracia, Lunia, Mercia, 
ete. Scotland will be cut up into Pictia and 
Oaledonia; Ireland will hav home rule. Francis 
Newman's history up to a certain point is iden- 
tical with that of his brother, Both when young 
men at Oxford were earnest Ohristians, and 
looked to the. Anglican church as the best devel- 
ovment of Christianity. John Henry Newman 
diverged toward Rome, and finally entered her 
gates. Francis moved in another direction, 
When it became necessary in order to obtain a 
master’s degree to subscribe to the Thirty-nine 
Articles, he found himself unable to accept 
them. He adopted a broader and less dogmatic 
form of Christianity, which gradually devel- 
oped into skepticism, and he now occupies in 
the school of Freethought a position and an in- 
fluences of the same kind as that which his 
brother enjoys in the Roman Oatholic church. 
He is the author of the work entitled "Super- 
natural Religion,” considered the ablest treatis 
on the subject ever written. 


Ma. OHARLES BRADLAUGH’s preference of an 
affirmation instead of an oath in the House of 
Commons was thoroughly characteristic of him 
and the faithful following out of his early ante- 
cedents. In his sixteenth year he was a model 
young Christian, an enthusiastic Sunday-school 
tescher, anda promising member of the church 
of England, but when the bishop of London 
was announesd to hold à confirmation in Beth- 
nal Green.the incumbent of St. Peter's, Hack- 
ney-road, in an evil hour, requested his youth- 
ful Sunday-school teacher to be prepared with 
suitable answers to any questions which the 
bishop might put in regard to the Thirty-nine 
Articles. This led young Bradlaugh to com- 
pare the Articles with the gospels, and, on com- 
ing across difficulties, to address a respectful 
noteto his clergyman in order that he might 
Bee his way through them. The incumbent, in- 
stead of helping the boy out of his troubles, 
informed his parents that their son had turned 
Atheist, and suspended him for three months 
from the exercise of his functions as Sunday- 
school teacher. Young Bradlaugh refused 
to attend ehureh. during the interval of his sus- 
pension as teacher, and soon began tospend his 
Sundays elsewhere and otherwise. It was the 
time of the Ohartist movement, when thought 
wa: in & ferment both in and out of London, 
and Charles Bradlaugh was soon & regular out- 
of-door disputant in Bonner's Fields, a suburb 
of the city. at first on the orthodox Christian 
side, then as a Deist, then as a full-fledged 
Atheist. The next step in his career was to be- 
come a teetotaler. The crisis of his life now 
eame. The incumbent of Bt. Peter's had laid 
the case of young Bradlaugh before the firm of 
coal merchants by whom he had been em- 
ployed, and they gave him three days to change 
his opinions or lose hia situation. He gave up 
both "beer and the Bible," and started out 
from his father’s house a social outcast, being 
reduced to suck straits in his sevoenteenth year 
that he enlisted in theSeventh Dragoon Guards, 
and served with his regiment for three years in 
Ireland. Inheriting from his aunt, in 1853. & 
small property, he bought his discharge from 
the army and began his studies for the bar, leo- 
turing frequently before Freethought institu- 
tions, and taking radical ground on every 
question that came up. In 1862 he eompelled an 
Anglican olergyman to pay $100 and the costs in 
a suit for libel affecting his wife and daughter, 
and yet withheld the name of his assailant from 
the public in order that the priest might not be 
degraded from his office. His recent prefer- 
ence of the declaration to the oath in the House 
of Commons is of a piece with his early ques- 
tionings, and the church of England has to 
thank a blundering clergyman for the radical- 
ism of one who knows how to hit hard, and 
whose position among the British Radicals is 
one of unquestioned power. Mr. Bradlaugh is 
now in his forty-seventh year.—Zimes, 
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Events of the Week. 


THE wife of Gov. Williams of Indiana died on 
the 27th ult. 


THE army worm is attacking the wheat flelds 
in New Hampshire. 


Tux deaths in this city at present are upward 
of a thousand a week, 


A MAN at Granville, N, J., aged eighty-three 
committed suicide a few days ago. 


A LARGE flouring mill was burnt at Ripon, 
Wis., on the 26th ult. Loss, $50,000. 


A LAW has been passed by the British House 
of Commons closing all public houses on Sun« 
day. 


Tus steamer City of New York was burnt in 
this port onthe night of the 23d ult. No lives 
were lost. 


THE recent csnsus shows this city to contain 
a population of 1,208,471; and figures up 664,465 
inhabitants for Brooklyn. 


THE wind recently blew all the water out of 
two small lakes near Omaha, Neb., strewing the 
adjacent farms with dead fish. 


A STRIKE among mill-men at Jacksonville, 
Florida, culminated, on the 25th ult., in a fight, 
in which several men were shot. 


In a recent conflict in Callao Bay, between the 
Ohilians and Peruvians, two torpedo boats were 
sunk, one belonging to each side. 


A Lost child, near Baltimore, Md., was found, 
not long since, up to his waist in a marsh, 
where he had been six days without food. 


A OHicaGo man, not content with whipping 
his wife unmercifully, set two savage dogs on 
her, and stood by till she was nearly torn to 
pieces. 


THREE murderers, all under twenty-one years 
of age. were hanged at Oanton, Ohio, on the 26th 
ult. Two of the boy3 were Oatholics and one 
was Protestant. 


AN engineer of a fire engine at Asbury Park, 
N. J.. was so frightened at the prospect of a 
boiler explosion that he fainted, remaining un- 
conscious fifteen hours. 


A DESTRUCTIV storm visited Napanee, Ont., 
on the 20th ult. Five and a half inches of water 
tell in less than two hours. Hailstones as large 
as Walnuts fell for an hour. 


AN English swimmer named Fearn swam, on 
Sunday last, from 33d street. this city, to Flush- 
ing Bay, Long Island, adistance of about fifteen 
miles, in 8 hours 27 minutes. 


Tzx heat in this city during the past few days 
has been overpowering. On Monday last, with 
the thermometer at 93 in the shade, twenty~ 
eight persons were killed by the beat. 


THE Ezyptian obelisk which was taken from 
Egypt some time since to be brought to this 
city, is now part way acrossithe Atlantic, and is 
expected here about the middle of this month. 


THREE flremen were killed and three danger- 
ously injured by a falling wall during the burne 
ing of a building at Elizabethport, N. J., on the 
4v'h ult. Several other persons were slightly 
injured. 


A gana of rowdies in Williamsburgh, Long 
Island, a few days ago, attacked an inoffensiv 
old gentleman, and wantonly stabbed him to 
death, cutting his heart in two with one knife- 
thrust. The murderers were captured. 


TRE Democratic Convention at Cincinnati 
nominated Gan. Winfleld S. Hancock for Presi- 
dent, and William H, Engli:h, of Indiana, for 
Vice-President, They are good men, with clean 
records, and not enough piety to hurt them, 


Tuy steamer Seawanhaka, on her regular afa. 
ternoon trip from this city to various ports om. 
Long Island, on the 23:h ult., took fire ang was. 
beached on Ward's Island, where she bugged to. 
the water's edge. The passengers were com- 


pelled to jump into the water to escape the. 


flames, and of the three hundred passengers 
aboard, it is variously estimated that from forty . 


to one hundred were burnt to death or drowned, | 


so rapid was the progress of the flames. The. 
captain stuck to his post at the wheel till the.. 
vessel grounded, though the pilot house burnt. 
around him, He was terribly burnt, 
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[From the International Review.) i 


William Kingdon Clifford. | 


The author of these two remarkable volumes * 
died last March (1879) in the island of Madeira, at. 
the early age of thirty-three, the victim, apparently, 
of what is called “overwork,” that is, of work long 
pursued in utter disregard of the necessary limita-, 
tions and imperativ requirements of the human’ 
system. Never, perhaps, has the demon of over-! 

work carried off a more illustrious victim. Never, : 

perhaps, has it been more strikingly shown of how 
little avail is the mere knowledge of hygiene in 
insuring obedience to its precepts. No one under- 
stood better than Clifford what are popularly known 
as the laws of health ; no one had fathomed more 
deeply or discussed more lucidly the dependence of 
the mind upon the body; no one in our time has| 
been better able to apply in the physiological do- 
main the most accurate and definit conceptions of 
the relations of energy to work. Yet from allI 
hav been able to learn regarding Clifford’s intellect- 
nal life, it would seem to hav been at all times 
carried on with an intensely passionate, irrepressible 
zeal as regardless of all physical laws as if the 
mind were not merely a distinct but an independent 
entity, unhampered even during the present life by 
physical conditions. 

I cite this singular discrepancy between knowl- 
edge and practice on account of its intrinsic inter- 
est, not in reproof of the course of one whose loss 
I mourn as that of a friend. Admitting, with Mr. 
Spencer, that one is morally bound so to treat the 
body as not “in any way to diminish the fulness or 
vigor of its vitality," one sees at the same time that, 
as the world is now constituted, emergencies often 
arise which subordinate to higher duties the duty of 
keeping oneself well. 'To save human life I may 
jump into a freezing river, though an ice-water bath 
be not recommended by hygienic advisers. So one 
sympathizes with the heroic sense of duty whioh 
often leads the scholar to toil early and late, and 

. long after weariness has set in, in the performance 
. of work which is expected of him, though in many 
cases the work itself may be obscure in fame and 
the taskmaster thankless and treacherous. For my 
own part I sympathize keenly, too, with a very dif- 
ferent feeling, with that glorious exuberance of 
vital energy which in youthful days leads one far on 
into the night, working with a kind of sacred fury 
to seize and secure the sudden glimpses of the fairy- 
- land of scientific truth or literary beauty ere drowsy 
memory shall let them slip and fade away. I think it 
- very likely that in many such cases a systematic self- 
- repression, in deference to hygienic considerations, 
might be just enough to clip down the brilliant dis- 
coverer or original thinker into a mere scientific or 
literary prig. The secrets of nature and of art are 
not to be won without struggles; and in the serene 
regions of philosophic meditation, no less than in 


the turmoil of practical life, the highest results are], 


often accomplished by those who work with des- 
. perate energy quite regardless of self. Generous 
feelings of this sort hav no doubt frequently urged 
great thinkers, like Clifford, fatally to overtask their 
: physical resources; and such mistakes are peculiarly 
faciliated by the accommodating disposition of that 
faithful servant the brain, which in men of highly- 
- strung nervous temperament is but too ready to keep 
at its work without protest, as a thoroughbred horse 
will run till it drops. 
In Clifford’s case this prodigious enthusiasm for 
work, joined with an inherited weakness of consti- 
tution, has robbed the world of one of its most 
valuable lives. But though his life was brief, it was 
wonderfully rich in achievement no less than in 
promis. He had discerned more, and discerned it 
more clearly, in his score and a half of years than 
most men discern in four-score. In pure mathemat- 
ics he was admitted, at the age of twenty-five, to be] 
one of the first five or six original thinkers of 
Europe. I say this from hearsay, for my own 
knowledge of the subject is not sufficient to -enable 
me to comprehend his mathematical achievements or 
to appreciate their bearing. But the power and 
acuteness with which he treated questions in phys- 
ics and in general philosophy were very marvelous, 
and his suggestiveness was so great as already to 
hav entitled him to a high rank among contempo- 
rary philosophers. It was impossible for him to 
touch upon any subject without throwing some new 
light upon it, for the mere restatement of an old 
- truth in his powerful and luminous language was 
sure to invest it with fresh and beautiful signifi- 
cance. His skill in scientific exposition was, accord- 
ingly, very remarkable. For taking the most hope- 
lessly complicated and abstruse subjects and making 
them seem perfectly simple and almost self-evident 
.to ordinary minds, I do not know who could be 
found to compare with him. This rare power he 
owed largely to the extreme vividness of his imag- 
ination. When he saw “with his mind’s eye," he 
saw as accurately and distinctly as only keen ob- 
- Servers see things when they look with the physical 
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eye. This is well illustrated in his lecture on 
“Atoms,” and in various passages where he has oc- 
casion to allude to the intimate constitution of mat- 
ter, to solidity, liquidity, quantivalence, and so on. 
People generally, when they talk about atoms, think 
only of very little particles, without having in mind 
anything about their various shapes and modes of 
behavior. Even scientific men, who.get on well 
enough by the aid of established formulas, now and 
then betray a similar barrenness of conception when 
some novel point comes up for discussion. But 
Clifford would describe a cluster of atoms with as 
much minuteness and as much animation as a fash- 
ionable lady would display in describing the gor- 
geous costumes of last night’s ball. Take the air 
of this room, for example, which does not fill up all 
the space in the room, but is composed of a prodig- 
ious number of discrete particles of two sorts; one 
sort called molecules of oxygen, the other sort called 
molecules of nitrogen. ‘These small molecules,” 
says Clifford, “are not at rest. in the room, but are 
flying about in all directions with a mean velocity of 
seventeen miles a minute. They do not fly farin one 
direction ; but any particular molecule, after going 
over an incredibly short distance—the measure of 
which has been made—meets another, not exactly 
plump, but a little on one side, so that they behave to 
one another somewhat in the same way as two peo- 
ple do who are dancing Sir Roger de Coverley—they 
join hands, swing around, and then fly away in dif- 
ferent directions. . All these molecules are con- 
stantly changing the direction of each other's 
motion; they are flying about with very different 
velocities, although, as I hav said, their. mean veloc- 
ity is about seventeen miles a minute. If the veloc- 
ities were all marked off on a scale, they would be 
found distributed about the mean velocity just as 
shots are distributed about a mark. If a great many 
shots are fired at a target, the hits will be found 
thickest at the bull’s-eye, and they will gradually 
diminish as we go away from that, according to a 
certain law which is called the law of error. lt was 
first clearly stated by Laplace ; and it is one of the 
most remarkable consequences of theory that the 
molecules of a gas hav their velocities distributed 
among them precisely according to this law of error. 
In the case of a liquid, it is believed that the state of 
things is quite different. We said that in the gas 
the molecules are moved in straight lines, and that 
it is only during a small portion of their motion that 
they are deflected by other molecules; but in a 
liquid we may say that the molecules go about as if 
they were dancing the grand chain in the lanciers. 
Every molecule after parting company with one 
finds another, and so is constantly going about in a 
curved path, and never sent quite clear away from 
the sphere of action of the surrounding molecules. 
But, notwithstanding that, all molecules in a liquid 
are constantly.changing their places, and it is for 
that reason that diffusion takes place in the liquid. 
. . In the case of a solid, quite a different 
thing takes place. In a solid every molecule has a 
place which it keeps; that is to say, it is not at rest 
any more than a molecule of aliquid or a gas, but 
it has a certain mean position which it is always 
vibrating.about and keeping fairly near to, and it is 
kept from losing that position by the action of the 
surrounding molecules” (Vol. I, p: 194). 

Such scientific exposition as this is as beautiful as 
poetry. In reading it one feels how the glory and 
beauty of nature is immeasurably enhanced for the 
philosopher who can thus with inward vision dis- 
tinctly grasp objects and relations too subtle for the 
eye of sense in any wise to discern. 

'This same remarkable lucidity is exhibited by 
Clifford in the treatment of metaphysical problems. 
In some respects the most striking discussion in the 
present volumes is contained in the essay on “The 
Nature of Things-in-themselves," where some of the 


latest suggestions of anti-materialistic philosophy 


are very forcibly presented. Starting from the im- 

regnable Berkeleian position that the material 
world of which I am conscious exists only as an or- 

anized series of changes in my consciousness, Clif- 
ford introduces a very interesting and suggestiv dis- 
tinction between the objectiv and the ejectv elements 
in cognition. Our inferences concerning the mate- 
rial world are all inferences concerning either some 
actual or some potential states of consciousness. 
When I describe the moon at which I am looking, 
] am describing merely a plexus of optical sensations 
with sundry revived states of mind linked by 
various laws of association with the optical sensa- 
tions. When I say that the moon existed before I 
was born, I only mean that if I had been alive a 
century ago and stood here and looked up as I am 
now doing, I should hav had a similar plexus of op- 
tical sensations and revived states of mind to de- 
Scribe. Obviously there is nothing else which I can 
mean; in any statement which I may make concern- 
ing the world of matter, I can refer only to things 
which either are, or may be, or might hav been, 
objects in my consciousness. But it is quite other- 
wise when I make statements regarding the exist- 
ence of minds other than my own, “ When I come 
to the conclusion,” says Clifford, * that you are con- 


ness similar to those in mine, I am not inferring any 
actual or possible feelings of my own, but your feel- 
ings, which are not, and cannot by any possibility 
become, objects in my consciousness.” In the very 
act of inferring that you hav feelings like mine, 
some of which you class as objectiv, and call the 
outer world, while others you class as subjectiv—in 
the very act of inferring this I recognize these in- 
ferred feelings of yours as something outside of 
myself, as something which is not a part of myself 
and never could be. These inferred existences Clif- 
ford calls eject, “things thrown out of my con- 
sciousness, to distinguish them from objects, things 
presented in my consciousness— phenomena." My 
conception of you is “a rough picture of the whole 
aggregate of my consciousness, under imagined cir. 
cumstances like yours;" and this conception—unlike 
my conception of the moon, or of your face—im- 
plies the existence of something that can never in 
any way become a part of my consciousness. Your 
face, while I am looking at you, is an object in my 
consciousness ; but your consciousness can never be 
an object in mine—it is an eect, something entirely 
outside of my consciousness. And s0, too, your 
thoughts and feelings, the objects in your mind, are ` 
to me ejects. ; ; 

Now my belief in the existence of ejects affects 
essentially my conception of objects. As a simple 
object, the table is but a group of my states of con- 
sciousness; but when I speak to you of the table, I 
infer the existence in you of a similar group- of 
states of consciousness—and this group is an eject. 
"When I think or speak of the table, I bind up 
together the individual object as it exists in my 
mind with an indefinite number of ejects assumed to 
resemble it ; and thus is formed the complex concep- 
tion which Clifford calls the social object—that is, 
the conception of the table as an object in human 
consciousness in general There now ensues an 
ingenious and interesting series of inferences, Be- 
fore our ancestors had become men, or were 
endowed with anything like a human consciousness, 
there is every reason for supposing them to hav been 
gregarious in their habits. They were gregarious 
primates of high sagacity. But gregarious aetion, 
among animals endowed with any sort of conscious- 
ness, is plainly impossible unless theindividual animal 
recognizes his fellow’s consciousness as similar to or 
kindred with his own. Above all, the first begin- 
nings of apeech necessarily involved a belief in the 
eject. But now, says Clifford, “if not only this 
conception of the particular social object, but all 
those that hav been built up out of it, hav. been 
formed at the same time with, aud under the influ- 
ence of, language, it seems to follow that the belief 
in the existence of other men's minds like our own, 
but not part of us, must be inseparably associated 
with every process whereby discrete impressions are 
built together into an object." To vary the quaint 
expression of Ferrier, the minimum scibile per se is 
not exactly ego plus object, but it is ego plus eject. 
Along with what we cali the objectiv element in 
every piece of our knowledge there is not only a 
reference to self, but there is also a sub-conscious 
reference to other selvs outside of us. “And this 
sub-conscious reference to supposed ejects,” con- 
tinues Clifford, “is what constitutes the impression 
of externality in the object, whereby it is described 
as not-me. At any rate, the formation of the social 
object supplies an account of this impression of out- 
ness, without-requiring me to assume any ejects or 
things outside my consciousness except the minds of 
other men. Consequently it cannot be argued from 
the impression of outness that there is anything out- 
side of my consciousness except the minds of other 
men.” j 

By this beautiful method of presentation so much 
fresh light is thrown upon some philosophical truths 
as to make them appear self-evident. See what havoc 
it makes at the outset with the crude notion of the 
materialists—a notion supported by loose popular 
language and loose popular thinking—that changes 
of consciousness are caused by physical actions on 
or within the organism. Materialists talk about 
“ideas” as “ originating in the brain; and people 
generally hav become so far impressed with the 
notion that mental states are caused by physical 
actions on the nervous systern, that when you be- 
gin to explain to them the wonderfully minute cor- 
relations between psychical action and brain action 
which modern psychology is disclosing, they immedi- 
ately take fright end think you are “explaining 
away” the mind altogether. They think that in 
order to refute Materialism: it is necessary to deny 
that associations of ideas occur simultaneously with 
the passage of waves of. molecular motion from one 
cell to another in the gray surface of the brain. I 
wonder it never occurs to them that they might more 
summarily effect their purpose by denyiag, once for 
all, that the brain has anything whatever to do with 
the mind, or has any further function than that of a 
balance wheel or “governor” for regulating the 
motions of the viscera! But in point of fact their 
alarm is altogether groundless. Those who hav 
mastered the doctrin of the conservation of energy 
in its bearings upon the facts of psychology will 


scious, and that there are objects in your conscious: | see, a8 Idemonstrated some years ago in “ Cosmig 
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Philosophy,” that it is utterly impossible that actions 
in the nervous system should ever, under any cir- 
cumstances, stand in the relation of cause to psy- 
chical actions going on in the mind, A wave of 
molecular motion in the brain cannot produce a 
feeling or a state of consciousness. It can do noth- 
ing whatever but set up other waves of molecular 
motion, either in the gray matter of ganglia or in the ` 
white matter of nerve-fibres. Whatever goes in any | 
way into the organism as physical force must come! 
out again as physical force, and every phase. of | 
every transformation that it may undergo in the| 
meantime must be rigorously accounted for in terms 
of physical force, or else the law of the conserva- 
tion of energy will not be satisfied. To introduce 
consciousness or feeling anywhere in the series, as 
either caused by or causing actions in the brain or 
nefves, is “not to state what is untrue, but is to 
talk nonsense," as Clifford would say. "These con- 
siderations—which must forever shut out sciolists 
like Büchner from intruding with their self-satisfied 
explanations into the great primordial mystery of 
nature, the relationship of body and soul—would: 
Seem to hav been clearly appreciated by Clifford ; 
and he states the point in his psychological language 
with elegant succinctness. “The word cause, mis-| 
leading as it is, having no legitimate place in science | 
or philosophy [Chauncey Wright would hav said a 
hearty amen to that !], may yet be of some use in| 
conversation or literature, if it is kept to denote a 
relation between objectiv facts, to describe certain 
parts of the phenomenal order. But only confusion 
can arise, if it is used to express the relation. be- 
tween certain objectiv facts in my consciousness 
and the ejectiv facts which -are inferred as corre- 
sponding in some way to them and running parallel 
with them. . . . The distinction between eject 
and object, properly grasped, forbids us to regard 
the eject, another man’s mind, as coming into the 
world of objects in any way, or as standing in the 
relation of cause or effect to any changes in that 
world, I need hardly add that the facts do very 
strongly lead us to regard our bodies as merely com- 
plicated examples of practically universal physical 
rules, and their motions as determined in the same 
way as those of the sun and the sea. There is no 
evidence which amounts to a prima facie case 
against the dynamical uniformity of nature; and I 
make no exception in favor of that slykick force 
which fills existing lunatic asylums and makes pri- 
vate houses into new ones.” 

The doctrin of evolution, as' applied by Mr. 
Spencer to the study of psychical phenomena, no- 
where undertakes to interpret mind as evolved from 
matter, but it shows a wonderfully minute and in- 
structive parallelism between the modes of evolution 
of the total series of objectiv facts and the total 
series of ejectiv facts. Pushing the analysis, both of 
physical and of psychical phenomena, to its farthest 
possible limits with the data now at command, Mr. 
Spencer has shown how all the phenomena constitu- 
ting a consciousness are compounded of elementary 
sub-conscious feelings or “psychical shocks.” Phy- 
sical phenomena, likewise, in an ultimate analysis, 
are resolved into simple pulsations or rhythmical 
movements of ether-atoms; and the question arises 
as to the relation between the elementary physical 
pulsation and the elementary psychical shock, Rea- 
soning most ingeniously from the essential continu- 
ity in nature which the doctrine of evolution sup- 
poses, and recognizing the impossibility of deriving 
the psychical element from the physical, Clifford 
reaches the conclusion that * every motion of matter 
is simultaneous with some ejectiv fact or event 
which might be part a of consciousness.” This simple 
ejectiv fact or event may be regarded as a molecule, 
so to speak, of ménd-stuff, and we reach the startling 
conclusion that “the universe consists entirely of 
mind-stuff. Some of this is woven into the complex 
form of human minds containing imperfect represen- 
tations of the mind-stuff outside them, and of them- 
selves also, as a mirror reflects its own image in 
another mirror ad infinitum. Such an imperfect 
representation is called a material universe. It is a 
picture in a man’s mind of the real universe of mind- 
stuff, 

Clifford recognizes that this doctrin seems to hav 
been independently arrived at by many persons, 
and he instances the statements of Wundt in his 
* Physiologische Psychologie.” The theory har- 
monizes well with that which I hav endeavored to 
elucidate in the chapter on matter and spirit in my 
“Cosmic Philosophy,” though the result was 
reached by different processes of inference in the 
two cases, With Clifford’s further conclusion, that 
the complex web of human consciousness cannot 
survive the disintegration of the organic structure 
with which we invariably find it associated, I do not 
agree. Itisa conclusion not involved in the prem- 
ises, and is one which no scientific philosopher qua 
scientific philosopher has a right to draw. It neces- 
sitates as complete a transgression of the bounds of 
experience as even the theologian is ever called upon 
to make. Least of ail would one expect to see Clif- 
ford drawing such a conclusion and announcing it 
with a tinge of dogmatic emphasis withal, after 
reading his admirable remarks on Lobatchevski, 


where he shows how strictly the modern thinker 
must limit his generalizations to the region covered 
by experience, Were it not for a trifle too much 
of what Mr. Spencer would call the **anti-theologi- 
cal bias,” Clifford’s way of reasoning about the uni- 
verse would hay been quite perfect. 


JOHN FISKE. 
— oe 


LFromthe Mirror of Progress] 
. Poor Abbot.—Persistent Inconsistency and 
Bigotry. 


We copy the following from an editorial in the Index of 
May 20th: 


“One E, C. Walker, notorious for his advocacy of Free- 
love and *anti-Comstockism,' writes to the Mirror of Prog- 
ress (a so-called Liberal journal published in Missouri) in 
strains of gushing admiration of ‘the hero of the century.’ 
This effusively absurd outburst begins as follows: ‘ This 
day, April 29, the marty-hero, D. M. Bennett, steps forth 
from his prison cell à free man, his name rendered forever 
illustrious and his character unstained !' 

“ Some person or persons unknown to us hav just pub- 
lished a tract containiag the passages of Bennet's le:ters 
which were too foully obscene to be published by the 
Religio- Philosophical Journal last autumn, and hav circu- 
lateu it, apparently for the purpose of showing the public 
to what inconceivable depths of vileness this ‘unstained 
character’ has sunk, Walker evidently considers such 
obscenity as no ‘stain’ upon ‘character,’ and the same 
conclusion must be drawn as to his other loud-mouthed 
champions since his exposure by Col, Bundy. 

“ The ostentatious publicity of the adulation now hesped 
upon Bennett proves the fixed resolution of the Freelove 
rabble to dragoon the entire body of Liberals into open or 
silent submission to their control, and to identify Freelove 
with Liberalism itself in the public mind. All they want of 
the better class of Liberals is unprotesting silence, they only 
want, like the rebels of twenty years ago, to be ‘let alone,’ 
How long will this unprotesting silence endure ? The pro- 
test of the Zndez has been m..de, sternly and powerfully, 
and it will yet be remembered as the one redeeming fea'ure 
of Liberalism that can be pointed out às a matter of public 
record, during the past two yea:s.” 


Poor Abbot! His persistent effort to place all who con- 
demn Mr, Bennett's imprisonment 88 an outrage on justice 
and fair dealing in a false attitude, borders on insauity, and 
especially 80 when he himself admits that the imprisonment 
was wrong and without authority of law. If Mr. Abbot 
was logical he would take the same position in respect to 
Mr. Bennett’s imprisonment that those do whom he so un- 
justly and so persistently condemns for denouncing it. 

We hav not drawn the same inference that Mr. Abbot 
does from Mr. Walker's communication to the Mirror, We 
understand him to say that Mr. Bennett comes from his 
imprisonment '*unsullied " in respect to the imprisonment 


and Mr. Abbot to be consistent can say nothing less. 
Mr. Abbot may be in possession of facts in respect to Mr. 


inclination to ferret out, for we must confess that we hav 
no taste for reveling in the sacred precincts of men’s pri- 
vate thoughts and private lives, and dragging them before 
the public gaze to gratify a vitiated public taste, or to 
measure with an arbitrary standard of mock morality, about 
which no two can agree, Mr. Walker, no doubt, can 
explain his own position in respect to the charges brought 
against him, but there is certainly nothing in his communi- 
cation to warrant the assertion that he indorses the foibles 
laid at Mr. Bennett’s door. The great body of Liberals, in 
condemning Mr. Bennett’s imprisonment, do not indorse 
his foibles, as Mr, Abbot persists in asserting they do. If 
Mr, Bennett is guilty of improprieties, it only renders the 
precedent of his incarceration the more dangerous to per- 
sonal liberty, We think we but expressed the facts in the 
case and the feelings of thinking Liberals in the Mirror of 
November 29, 1879, where we say: 


“ The National Liberal League has nowhere taken ground 
in favor.of libertinism, nor hav its individual members done 
‘so. No auxiliary League has taken such grouods, nor are 
we aware of any journal, official, or lecturer in the Liberal 
interest, assuming such a position. Would the Indes hav 
every paper, organization, and lecturer suppressed by law 
that does not indorse its peculiar views and condemn all 
that it condemns ? We believe better of the Indez, but the 
logical result of its present position leads to auch a con- 
clusion. We don't doubt the purity of Mr. Abbot’s inten- 
tions; that his aim has been to create a new, better, and 
purer Civilization, and we sincerely sympath:z9 with him in 
every effort to make man better, purer, and happier, but we 
think he has failed to adopt the best means to accomplish 
this grand purpose. It is better to seek the good that is in 
man than to hunt his foibles in loathsome cesspool’, and 
drag them before the public, a pestilent offense, in defiance 
of a refined sense of propriety. 

‘If the Beecher scandal, and the Bennett scandal, and 
hundreds of others of equal loathsome notoriety, could be 
buried in perpetual obavion ln the * bottomless abyss,’ to 
which Mr. Abbot has so recently laid his plummet, as a 
dividing abyss between the ‘genuine and spurious,’ society 
would be none the worse in consequence of it. To make 
man better you must appeal to his manhood and the good 
that isin him. He is not bettered by arrayiog his weak- 
nesses, by self-assumed virtue and morality, before his fel. 
low-man to gratify a vitiated public taste.” 


And again in the Mirror of May 15th last : 


*' The reception of Mr. Bennett at Chickering Hall, New 
York, the 2d of the present month, on his release from an 
unjust imprisonment in the Albany penitentiary, New York, 
was an event of vast moment. The deep interest mani- 
fested will go down in history to the coming generations as 
a monument to the love of liberty aud justice by the Amer- 
jcao people. i 

“t The expression is not to be regarded as hero Worship or 
merely out of respect to the person of Mr. Bennett; he 


itself, without taking into account the coloring or shade of 
his private Character, save that of a manly determination to 
do that which the status of society and tke laws of his 
country, a8 he and others conceived, authorized him to do ; 


Walker's opinions that we sre not, and which we hav no 


stands before his fellows as every other individual with his 


friends and enemies; with his good, noble, and generous 
deeds, and with his foibles; but the expression is to be 
regarded as a solemn protest against & menace the most 
startling that has ever occurred in this couatry to American 
liberty. In this protest all good citizens, and especially 
Liberals, should unite.” Xu 
Liberals want no high-priest of the order embodied in '& 
mere individual as a conscience keeper, and will hav.none, 
d — oO 
{From the Boston Investigator] . : 
The Paine Memorial of Boston, - 
TO THE LIBERAL PUBLIC. Nord 
The Paine Memorial Building, a structure of which any 
city might well be proud, is now, thanks to the heroism, of 
Abner Kneeland, the persistent faithfulness of „Messrs. 
Mendum & Seaver, the publisher and editor of the Investi- 
gator, and the wise generosity of Mr. Lick and a host of 
Liberal men and women, secure to:..the Liberal cause, 
It will be the home of the Investigator as long as that Jour 
nal is true to the principles which it has so ably, courte» 
ously, and fearlessly advocated for nearly fifty years. | It 
will surely be, as it always has been, freely open to the 
discussion of all subjects that concern humanity, =... 
Without trenching on the free use.of its flne lecture hall, 
devoted specially to perpetuate the wise and patriotic doc- 
trines of Thomss Paine, the intellectual father of our great 
republic, it yields a rent ample,to pay the interest. of the 
incumbrance still remaining on it.. Bat this money, as soon 
as the remaining stock is taken up, will all go into the 
pockets of the stockholders, And there is no reason why 
the property should not 80 rise in.value as to yield a rental 
which will make the stock a more valuable investment than 
government securities. The question, forall Liberal men 
and women to Consider is;; whether they will put- their 
money into investments which hav no relation to the sup- 
port of Liberal opinions or the: deliverance of their fellow- 
beings from dwarfing and demoralizing superstition, or into 
one which will benefit all mankind as well as themselvs and, 
their posterity? iets ide Pls QUO Se T ec, en 
What can be a better thing, my Liberal friend, than. to 
leave to your children one or more shares of the. Paine 
Memorial siock? What can be a.better example to set for 
the institution of s&milar joint stock buildings in every.city 
and town? i DEM 
Many of our fellow-citizens put their money into build- 
ings which are of no use whatever for six days of the week, 
and on the seventh perhaps destroy more happiness .than: 
they produce. Our building is productiv of happiness 
every day. It is a people's temple, not hedged by any. tab20 
or prohibition. It is a place where people meet to think 
and hear what others think, and not to hav their thinking 
done for them by a man consecrated for that purpose, and 
bound by traditions everywhere Contradicted by facts. 
Erizu&R Wuieut, 
Pres’t Paine Memorial Corporation. 
Boston, June 10, 1880. 
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* Giy Us a Rest.” 


To raz Eprror or Tug TauTH SEEKER, Si»; Some of 
my friends here think I did wrong in my last letter in Tam 
TRUTH SEEKER, in telling you to tell brother Chapman for 
me that my opinion of Spiritualism is that it is Christianity 
run wild. But Judging brother Chapman by his letters, and 
energy in disseminating his doctrine, I don't think—at least 
Ihope—I hav not offended him in the least, lthink, and 
did think before I wrote that little sentence, that brother 
Chapman was & noble character, too much so to get offended 
at me for my difference of opinion with him on soul ques- 
tions and such like ; and I would be truly sorry if I should 
accidentally wound the feelings of any noble Liberal who 
is trying to emancipate the human family from superstition’s 
bondage ; and to more fully explain my reason for writing 
that sentence, I will giv Mr. Chapman and his Bpirituaistic 
friends my views upon the dark side of Spiritualism. If our 
spirits dwell among our friends after death, and see all their 
actions toward those they love, how would it be, for 
instance, if a kind, loving, good husband, and father of a 
large family, who had made ample provisions for the future 
for his family, were to die, and his spirit should fiad a 
tyrannical step-father over his children, abusing the wife 
he loved so well, and squandering the means he had toiled 
for while living, how much worse hell would you want than 
this? Now the difference in spirit life between Christians 
and Spiritualists is merely this : While the Christian theory 
sends the bad man to hell, Spiritualism sends many good 
men to hell. This is merely an illustration of one of many 
which make me object to the doctrines of Spiritualism, 
But, as we hear people say when some individual is putting 
some of his balderdash through him, **Giv us a rest 1" So 
says Materialism, *' Giv us a rest !” . Bo does our grand old 
Mother Earth, after bearing her summer Crops to ‘sustain 
animal life, say, “Giv us a rest!” So says sister Slenker, 
and all other good intelligent Muterialists, '* Giv us a good, 
annihi'istic spiritual rest, one and all, for ever and ever.” 
So would say a good, merciful, intelligent Deity, if there 
was one, 'Giv them a rest; if they hav done good, they 
hav enjoyed life; if bad, they hav suffered enough for it ; 
giv them a rest!” 8o may all good, merciful people say of 
their friends when they die, ‘‘ They hav gone to rest.” 

No, my dear friends, I will say to you all, in conclusion, 
that as the louse, the flea, and the bed bug liv, move. and 
hav a being, and prey upon the human or other animal 
body until crushed beneath the mighty thumb-nail of man, 
when they cease to liv forever, so yeu and I liv, move, aad 
hav a being upon this globe until crushed beneath the 
mighty locomotive, the hand of the Tyrant, or disease 
brought about by our own ignorance in not knowing how 
to take care of our own bodies, or by wearing out by old 
‘age, and then we all get a rest, Wa. N, RIDINGER, 


AS 


| Ge Truth Seeker, July 3, 1880. 


A Friendly Talk. 


DEAR Bro, BENNETT: I hav not written you very direct 
since your advent to liberty for the reason that I knew you 
would be inundated with congratulations from your very 
large circle of old and new-made friends, I hav read all 
THE TRUTH SEEKER has said in that direction with un- 
abated and heartfelt satisfaction, and hav tried to digest the 
many good things it contained in other directions, I hav 
been amused, instructed, and, I confess, a little annoyed 
(very little) at the spirit some hav manifested in expressing 
their views and their differences of opinions with others. 
No one party or school of thought is free from this weak- 
ness, and most likely never will be. Our so-called Libera! 
school will manifest by their actions how little they are 
truly entitled to the name. We shall feel, many of us, that 
these friends are doing the cause a good deal of injury, 
while indirectly, perhaps, they stimulate others to renewed 
energy, and in this wise are important helps. Every honest 
worker, however injudicious his methods or his manner of 
expressing them, must be a true helper. Our over-sensitiv- 
ness is Our weakness. Why should we fear what seem to 
be injudicious manners or expressions when we know they 
are the best their owners can giv us, It does seem as though 
there was a kind of mental mania that : flicts two classes in 
two different schools of progressiv and Liberal thought that 
never can and never will understand each other. I meana 
certain number in the Materialistic and Spiritualistic ranks, 
We necessarily view things in a different light, but why 
people should feel annoyed at each other for thinking dif- 
ferently on the question of whether the “ death of the body 
ends all or not" is beyond my comprehension. The discus- 
sion is drawing in quite a number, some who exhibit a 
broad and others a narrow spirit. The discussion would 
assume monster proportions if Bro. Jamieson were gratified, 
and for his sakeI hope he will be, though it seems to me 
that he wasted a good deal of his time and ability in going 
over the old twaddle about the Bible, and discussing qucs- 
tions that are well-nigh obsolete. "This is given as an indi- 
vidual opinion, and I shall be very much pleased for him to 
continue this line of work if he or others think it best to do 
ao. Those of us who think differently need not take time 
to read it. . 

As regards Bro. Jamieson’s change of base, it does not 
affect my feelings in the least toward him. Why should 
it? Where one Spiritualist changes his mental garb for a 
material one,. at least ten quietly lay .aside the latter 
for the former. Who is hurt thereby? Bro. - Bennett 
(we will assume) is a Materialist. George Lynn is a Spirit- 
ualist, Iam quite sure that Bro. Bennett will accord to me 
all my mentai, bodily, and spiritual rights, and will treat 
me just as kindly as though I were nct a semi-lunatic in 
thinking '* death does not end all,” grand manhood will not be 
destroyed in the hour and time when it is fairly prepared 
to do the best of work for the principles so essential for 
true human culture, Iam equally sure that Bro. Bennett 
can go no length in any direction of investigation that [ am 
not quite wiling to follow, nor is he or any other person 
more willing than myselt to accord to all people, of every 
color and of both sexes, the rights, privileges, acd immuni- 
ties that he or they may claim for themselvs. Now if all 
this be true, how can our simple individual opinions, relig- 
ious, non-religious, or otherwis9, affect the general question 
of true Liberalism ? We may and do differ as to whivh 
produce the greatest amount of individual human happi- 
ness. On this topic my own opinion shall be frankly 
expressed. In the search. for the highest expression of 
mental truth and a knowledgeof what constitutes the meas- 
ure of human rights, I hav read (all my time would allow 
of) from the various schools of religious and political 
thought, besides a large amount of matter from what is 
usually termed Infidel writers. I hav taken it for granted 
that all were honest, and for this reason they were given a 
candid hearing. This kind of intercourse has at least made 
me familiar with their position, and has assured me that no 
school is without some truth, and that the most enlightened 
cherish some error. In addition, it was evident that each 
(as a whole) was sincere, and all equally desirous for what 
they deemed essential to human welfare, 

‘A true appreciation of these facts taught me the necessity 
of exercising a broad spirit of human charity and the im- 
portance of manifesting a catholic spirit in discussing our 
differences. A somewhat generous amount of reasoning in 
the lines of thought followed by the Universalists, Unita- 
rians, Hicksite Friends, Deists, Atheists, and the progressiv 
school in general of radical thinkers that includes Herbert 
Spencer, Huxley, Darwin, Tyndall, etc., enabled me to 
compare notes with some degree of understanding in what 
direction (to me) there existed the most of the reason and 
the ciearest definition of truth. 

Over thirty years’ experience with what are termed the 
phenomena of Spiritualism, and over forty years’ acquaint- 
ance with Materialism, has placed me where I now stand, 
These are my conclusions, The phenomena demonstrate to 
me the continuance of our conscious existence after we pass 
out of our present earthly caskets ; that many who hav left 
the form hav been able to assure us.of their existence, and 
that such assurance, instead of irjuring our usefulness or 
happines here, increases both and makes life seem a grand 
outcome, in harmony with truth and equity, 

While I admire the courage and love of truth manifested 
by the Materialists, I am satisfied from long years of obser- 
vation that Spiritualists as a class are a much happier (if 
not more reasonable) people than are Materialists. Those 
who hav become Spiritualists after nearly a lifetime spent 
in the honest conviction of Materialism, if their own opin- 
ions are to be credited, were and are greatly the gainers by 
the change. Among them. are such men as the O wenses, 
the Hares, and a very large body, some of whom contribute 
to Tum TauTER SEEKER fo-day. Materialists are very pro 


amount bordering on the domain of the material, and some 


fact of itself accounts for the wide-spread diffusion of our 
principles, the large increase of our followers, and the great 


cause; but who knows or can know, or can say truthfully, 
that these are not needed for some wise purpose in behalf 
of the general good? i 


nounced in saying that wherever they go Spiritualists are 
among their best friends, and I hav yet to find one that 
did not concede his willingness to hav matters turn out 
as we predict, while, on the other hand, I never knew a 
Spiritualist that hoped that as regards human destiny the 
Material school might hav the truth. Am I right when I 
think I observe a certain vein of despair running through 
all the writings of the Material school when they talk of 
life and its responsibilities ; that they inculcate a desire 
to get free from its entanglements aud trials ; that it pro- 
duces too much misery for the general amount of happi- 
ness ; that on the whole it is more a failure than success ? 
I can draw no other conclusion; it lacks the spirit of robust 
hope; it keeps the soul too much in the shadows; and we 
think lacks in a very large degree the elements of light 
and sunshine, Spiritualism has all these. We keep be- 
fore us the bright side, and yet do not fail to see the shad- 
ows that necessarily exist. We believe the universe isa 
grand success; that mind, as its ultimate in man, is the 
crowning glory of nature; that we are but in our infancy ; 
that there lies before us the most glorious unfoldment of 
our powers; that the future will demonstrate that wisdom, 
harmony, and equity are indwelling principles in the divine 
and natural order of the univercelum, and that the present 
angularities, discord, and apparent wide-spread evils are 
but means to an end that shall demonstrate their need and 
justification. 

These are my conclusions to-day, and this is why I think 
such minds as sisters Slenker’s and Wixon's, with a very 
large body of men and women, are losing much of the true 
sunshine of this rudimentary sphere. Let not Bro. Jamie- 
80n imsgine that myself or many others are afraid to discuss 
with him or Mr. Underwood the difference that divides us. 
He knows as well as I know that the best possible evidence 
cannot be presented in a tangible form to a mind molded 
and ingrained with Material philosophy, for the most potent 
&nd unseen forces, mental and spiritual, are without the 
range of the material ken. What is positiv evidence to me 
that no material philosophy can disprove or account for, 
would be no evidence to a mind that must test everything 
in a material crucible and with the evidence of his five 
senses, Our evidence is mostly outside of this realm to 
such an extent that the external, visible perception of it is 
not within the range of human possibility, This evidence, 
however, has a wide range of latitude, and there is a certain 


within it, that reaches all classes and shades of mind. This 


diversity of opinions among us, Wherever our philosophy 
touches, it seems to change by magic the current of former 


thought, to liberalize, broaden, and deepen them, and to 


set free the nobler and brighter aspirations of the mind or 
soul, Itis true that some there are who make too freea 
use of their newly-acquired liberty; the fulness of the 
riches of their ** new birth " is more than they can use judi- 
ciously, and such as they bring reproach to every good 


Until the question is gettlcd regarding the right to express 
our honest opinions freely, to write and print the same 
without fear or favor, and to discuss all that pertains to the 
mind and body without subjecting ourselvs to arrest by 
Comstock and his aid, our differences are trifling. The 
right to discuss all questions pertaining in any way, di- 
rectly or indirectly, to the realm or operations of nature is 
as clearly self-evident as our right to life; and any society 
or custom that prevents it should be abrogated. . If any 
person or party are allowed to say what I shall think or 
express, that violates no right of theirs to do the same, it is 
evident they and it are wrong. Until we obtain this Simple 
act of justice from the despotic majority that rule the state 
by controling the church, we should bury the hatchet of 
contention and prove by our actions toward all true work- 
ers, more than by our words, that we are Liberal in the 
broadest aud best acceptation of the term. I know that I 
truly represent the school of Liberal Spiritualists when I 
Bay in their behalf that they heartily wish the Materiallsts 
the best of success in their endeavors to Liberalize public 
thought and to make human nature more happy and more 
just. We will welcome their noble workers to our hearts 
and homes and clearly prove by our actions that whatever 
folly may lurk in our lines of thought end mental conclu. 
sions, there is no bigotry in our souls and no narrowness in 
our actions. . 

Let us be generous to one another and work side by side 
for human redemption—redemption from all narrowness 
that is cowardly; all narrowness for opinion’s sake; all nar- 
rowness of intolerance; all narrowness regarding methods 
of utterance; narrowness in all directions and under al) 
circumstances that militate against the largest, broadest, 
and deepest measure of human rights and human duties, 

There are a large number of earnest, willing workers, a 
large constituency of thinkers, and an unnumbered host of 
willing minds ready and waiting to receive the truth, What 
seems most wise to do, let us do; and as “union: is 
strength,” let us be united. Do not let us be too anxious 
to court debate among ourselvs, Let us find the points of 
agreement and waste no time in holding a love feast over 
them. We must assail the injustice that enchains thought, 
bribes or muzzles the press, and stifles investigation. What 
we desire violates no principle of purity or justice. The 
mistake that our opponents make consists in esteeming 


things sacred that are not £o, There can be no sacred books. 


that do not recognize the sanctity of man. All Customs, 
laws, or opinions that seek to make human beings and their 
rights secondary prove their own unworthiness. The age 
or popularity of any hook or custom is no proof of ite good- 


80n and honest Abraham Lincoln, 
dominant individualities of the parties to-day, and see that 
indeed the time has come for the National Liberal League 


to differ in no essential particular from the other, 


ness or usefulness, for it too often happens that what has 
been esteemed the most sacred is often the most trivial. 
There is no surer way of traveling in the right direction 
than in guarding carefully the rights of others. Our own 
will be in little danger while we zealously observe what by 
right every intelligent person is entitled to, Selfishness 
should take the form of self-respect, and self-respect is best 
observed by self-abnegation; therefore let us rise into the 
calm atmosphere of human brotherhood, where justice, 
love, mercy, and charity are supreme, GEonGE LYNN, 

Lockport, IU., June 7, 1880. 

—_— — À9 9 — ——— —— 
. The National Liberal Party. 

-To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Diamonde, 
dimiautiv as they are, quickly attract our sight by their 
sparkle; thus it was that among the first things on reading 
the last TRUTH SEEKER my eyes fell, in an obscure little 
corner, upon.a miniature item by Mr, Green, In this mod- 
est space he.finds room to say, however, that, as it sppeared 
to him, the National Liberal Leagues would be compelled 
to put candidates in the field. Thanks, Mr. Green, for these 
brave and opportune words, They gladden my heart, for I 
see the National Liberal party does not yet lie in a prema- 
ture and unmerited grave. 

It seems, in truth, that the times should compel us to take 
that step. The nomination at Chicago of a man whose rec- 
ord at best is coupled with the names, acts, and defense of 
national thieves should prevent all honest Liberals, indeed 
all honest men, from casting a vote for the Republican 
party. Unhappily honest men, although disgusted with the 
corruption of the field of politics, still vote for corrupt pol- 
iticians who are inconsistently clamoring for purity. It is 
true that in the case of Mr, Garfield it is held that he fully 
answered the charges against him at the time, but how much 
is the assertion worth when made as with the Zribune and 
Times, by the way, papers that condemned him then a8 a 
villainously corrupted man who had betrayed the most 
sacred trusts ? 

No. Leaders of great parties and candidates for the 
Presidency of this young yet glorious republic, like Coar'g 
wife, should be above suspicion, Let it not be said this is 
to ask too much. Such men there are, and there were in 
both the Damocratic and Republican parties when each was 
in its period of usefulness. Such men were Thomas Jeffer- 
Compare these with the 


to present its platform, choose itg leaders, and offer its elec- 
tora] ticket. 

One word more, So far I hav spoken butof men. It is 
because men only seem to be in question in the delibera- 
tions and thoughts of the two great partles. "This fact is 
one more incentiv—indeed it is the one great incentiv to 
actions On our part. If the two parties in question are to- 
day lifeless and corrupt, it is because they hav outlived their 
usefulness. They present no more live and great issues. It 
has even gone to the derisiv length of each party claiming 
Emulat- 
ing the disorderly and mercenary legions of ancient Rome, 
it is men they present for their claims to power, not princi- 
ples, for the good of the people. 

Liberals, if now you see your opportunity, and come out 
proclaiming the great political rights, not of a favored few, 
but of the masses, if you construct a platform with the 
planks of full religious, social, and political liberty—not 
Socialism, not Communism, not Atheism—but individual 
freedom and full possession of combined natural and social 
rights; if you do this, you will hav bravely done the work 
of the hour, and for sounding now the trumpet of the 
deliverance for the people, future ages will hold you in 
sacred reverence and crown you with glorious immortality ! 

. EDMOND GASTINEAU. 
——— ——$- 4 9— ——————À 
. The Cause in California. 
OFFICE OF THE FREETHINKER. 
608 WASHINGTON 8T, } 

To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The char- 
ter members of auxiliary Liberal League No. 100 , met the 
other evening and elected permanent officers for the ensuing 
six months as follows: President, Dr. George H. Fowler ; 
Vice-president, Dr. E. G. Hoadley ; Secretary, A. J. Boyer; 
Treasurer, W. S. Ray ; Corresponding Secretary, Byron 
Adonis. The election was by ballot and viva voce, and was 


conducted with spirit and earnestness, the result calling out 


applause. 
The writer presented the following resolutions : 


Resolved, That we respect and honor D. M. Bennett for 
his heroic sacrifice in behalf of individual rights aud Free- 
thought, and congratulate him upon his liberty from tbe 
Christian ‘bastile where he was unjustly and wrongfully 
imprisoned through the malice and bigotry of Anthony 
Comstock, Judge, Benedict, & Co. . 

Resolved, That. we tender to George W. Chaney, the 
independent Unitarian minister of Evanaville, Indiana, our 
sympathy and encouragement in the noble position he hag 
taken in defense of ment-1 liberty and in the promulgation 
of truths that powerfully aid in the extirpation of supersti- 
tion from the minds of otherwise intelligent American citi- 
zens, 

Resolved, That auxiliary League 190 sends greeting to all 
of the auxiliaries of the National Liberal League, fraternal 
rejoicings that from the Atlantic to the Pacific the League 
that. voluntarily binds and unites us is founded on that 
eternal truth which has justice as its basis, perfect mental 
liberty as its battle cry, and the welfare of humanity, 
regardless of creed, color, or clime, as its inspiring ideal. 


Chiefs Adonis and Choynski spoke briefly and eloquently 
[modesty] on the resolutions, after which they were passed 
by acclamation, and ordered to be placed on the minutes, 


Tam happy to hav to say to you that our League promises 


to hay some excellent speakers, ag every member who 


The Truth Seeker, 3p F, 1880. 
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addressed it spoke with great clearness, decision, and 
warmth. It is charged that the Liberals and Freethinkers 
are incapable of arousing enthusiasm, but our meeting the 
other night Was a complete refutation of this, and-we were 
ourselvs surprised at the enthusiastic spirit manifested. The 
League adjourned to hold another regular meeting on the 
following Monday evening, each member being appointed 
a committee of one to invite the friends of Freethought.to 
attend and join the organization. The future looks bright 
and prosperous. : E 

I hav conversed with & number of Freethinkers on the 
subject of the International Congress of Freethinkers to be 
held at/Brussels next August, and it is the opinion of myself 
and all that the National Liberal League should. be repre- 
sented in that distinguished body. Iam sure we will add 
our financial help to send delegates when we find that the 
project meets with the approbation of the auxiliaries at. 
large. . : f : 

Deep interest is manifested by the Liberals of this city in 
the coming Congress of the National Liberal League which, 
this year, is to meet on or about the first of September. As 
far as I can learn, they are decidedly in favor of taking 
political action and nominating candidates for President 
and Vice-President. We hav excellent material for the 
exalted office; such intellectual men as Elizur Wright, Inger- 
soll, T. B. Wakeman, and James Parton are the peers of the 
best men in the Demociatic or Republican ranks. It is 
conceded that we could not elect our candidates, but it is 
believed that with Ingersoll for President, and Wright, 
Parton, or Wakeman for Vice-president, we could roll up a 
popular vote that would astonish the old parties and. the 
God-in-the-Constitution fanatics. Such a fact would make 
us respected and heard, How is it now? The National 
Liberal League is a political organiz tion, and its open and 
avowed purpose is to get control of the national and state 
governments. Its end and aim is to thoroughly secularize 
the republic, and, in the language of the immortal and 
revered Washington, prove to the world that **the Govern- 
ment of the United States is not in apy sense founded on the 
Christian religion," or any other religion. Knowing our 
purpose, and ciearly seeing the end in view, why should we 
not commence the great work before us? In asking this 
question, I express the sentiments of all the Liberals with 
whom I am acquainted. We shall look eagerly for the 
` meeting of the September Congress, and in the mean time 
will feel secure that the good and noble men who hav 80 far 
safely guided our ship of atate, the National Liberal League, 
wil’, on the coming occasion, but add strength, swiftness, 
and security to the ship, and send her on snother yearly 
voyage laden with precious truths, with hope for humanity, 
unflinchingly in the ranks of Freethought. 

BYRON ADONIS. 

Saw Francisco, Cal , June 15, 1880: 


— e 


T. B. Wakeman on the Political Situation. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH BSEEKER, Sir; The fol- 
lowing letter I this day received from T. B. Wakeman, 
E:q, of your city, and I request that it be published in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. I know of no one inthe Liberal ranks 
whose opinions are worthy of more consideration than 
the writer of this letter. H. L. G. 


. New York, June 26, 1880. 
Dear Mr. Green: It seems to me that the League Con- 
gress should be held early, and so that the audiences of 
your many Liberal meetings would be able to attend con- 
veniently and make a goodly number. After the Congress 
another convention of the National Liberal party should be 
held, as before, the organization completed, the . platform 
revised, and a resolution passed to support Hancock and 
Eoglish. The reasons for this should be a statement of the 
sins of the ,Republican party against liberty, which sre 
very great, as Mr. Leland will show, if you need informa- 
tion, Ido not think we should ask or expect any pledges 
or assurances from the Democrats. They cannot do worse 
. for us than the Republicans hav.done, and from their plat- 
form and history we may well expect that they hav returned 
to the traditions of Jefferson and real democratic republi- 
canism. Any pledges we should ask or questions proposed 
to the candidates would perhaps injure them and do us no 
good. Let us consolidate our party and bring it to the polls 
independently. If that can be done with common sense 
and prudence we should be a power ever after. Iam clear 

8bout it, and am Yours sincerely, T. B. WAKEMAN. 


— — 1. 9—— ———— 


The Brussels Congress. 

To tHe Epiron or Tus. TRUTH SEEKRER, Sir: I hav 
much pleasure in handing you five dollars toward the 
expenses of your trip to Europe as one of the delegates 
attending the International Congress about to be held there 
for the purpose of considering the position of Liberals, Free- 
thinkers, and general progressionists throughout the world. 
And in doing so I feel that I hav only done what was my 
duty under the circumstances, inasmuch that to such spirits 
as you we owe the onward march of the great. and grow- 
ing army of Christian-annihilators, who with reason as their 
standard, press onward, undismayed, over the upas-planted 
plains of superstition, whose very atmosphere has polluted 
and rendered stagnant the silvery streams of thought, 
reason, and liberty. For while dogmatic priests and con- 
ventional sycophants hav knelt at the altar of retrogression 
and worshiped the powers that be, you hav dared step 
outside the pale of received opinion, and boldly and un- 
fiinchingly followed the broad road of right for the purpose 
of taking with you the family of the world instead of sel- 
fishly taking the conventional, narrow path where only the 
few may tread their way to safety while the masses un- 
heeded rush but to destruction. And to you as the founder 
of new liberties in book and pamphlet publication, the people 


will some day rise up and bless you for the part taken against 
the iniquitous laws founded by the hireling of a so called 
Christian Association. If therefore the people of these 
United States wish to see a new era in the "world of Free- 
thought, they should do all they. possibly can in aiding the 
representativs of such a Congress as that to be held next 
month in the city of Brussels, and be assured that every 
dollar so spent will bring a return. tenfold its value by lib- 
erating the slaves of theology from the thraldom of priests, 
bishops, and cringing state sycophants, whose only purpose 
has ever been to cripple and keep in subjection the people 
of every nation. : | Wa. CorrER WILson. 
Brooklyn, N. Y., June 28, 1880. 


Liberal News Items. 


AUXILIARY Liberal League No. 195 is located at El- 
gin, Kane Co., Ill. 


I AM pleased to learn by the last number of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, that T. C. Leland proposes to giv the Liberal 
League movement the benefit of his able pen. 


Dr. T. L. Brown, President Freethinkers’ Association, 
has appointed Samuel Cosad, Jr., of Wolcott, N. Y., Re- 
cording-Secretary of the Association in place of E, M. 
Sellon who has removed from the state, 


Tue Board of Directors of the National Liberal League 
has recently made the following appointments as members 
of the Executi\v Committee: For Washington territory, 
Willis McDannald, of Walla Walla; for Oregon, J. M. 
Mack, of Prairie City; for Illinois, F. F. Follet, of Rock- 
ford. 


VicE-Presidents of the Freethinkers’ Association of the 
various counties of the state of New York are earnestly re- 
quested to proceed to make arrangments to get out large 
delegations from their respectiv counties to attend the 
Hornellsville Convention. 


TuE Sub-Committee of the National Liberal League for 
Washington territory has been constituted as follows: Wil- 
lis McDannald, Chairman, of Walla Walla ; El. Orcott, of 
Palouse City ; John Cochran, of Vancouver, and H. W. 
Hendricks, of Seattle. This Committee has just organized 
one large League in the territory and hav in contemplation 
a number of others, 


Last Sunday I had the pleasure of visiting the Hornells- 
ville Liberal League. I found it in a most prosperous con- 
dition. The League has about a hundred members, and 
the numbers are Constantly increasing. It holds a meeting 
in Dr. Shattuck’s Opera House every Sunday afternoon, 
Among the members are a number of good speakers. Bro. 
J. H, Faller, a member of the League, was formerly a Uni- 
versalist minister. He is a man of ability, and I hope soon 
to see him on the Liberal lecture platform. i 


THERE are many of our German citizens who are in 
sympathy with the Liberal League movement, and I am 
pleased to announce that the Board of Directors of the 


"National Liberal League hav had printed in the German 


language for gratuitous distribution à pamphlet containing 
the National Liberal League Constitution, the resolutions 
and platform adopted at the Cincinnati Liberal League 
Congress, forms for organizing Leagues, names of officers, 
etc. These pamphlets will be furnished on application 
by A. L. Rawson, 19 Lafayette Place, New York city, or 
by myself. 


As I wav often remarked, if our Leagues expect to liv 
and prosper they must earnestly engage in some practical 
work. And I know of no better work to commence with 
than the establishment of a scientific and Liberal library. 
We now hav nearly two hundred Leagues, and if one-fourth 
of the number would establish good public libraries a grand 
work would be accomplished. THE TRUTH SEEKER office 
and Investigator cffice hav on hand hundreds of valuable 
books that should be distributed over the couutry in libra. 
ries for the education of the people, and our Leagues should 
commence the good work. lam glad to know that a num- 
ber of Leagues are moving in that direction. Friends, giv 
the world light! H. L, GREEN, 


New Auxiliary. 


196. Prairie City, Oregon, Secretary Jules LeBret. - 

This League starts with twenty-seven members, and is 
likely to become a local power in the good cause of secular- 
ism. Any Liberal who wishes to hav documents for form- 
ing an auxiliary can be supplied by addressing, 

A. L. Rawson, Sec. N. L. L. 

19 Lafayette Place, New York Oity. 


Great VALLEY, N, Y., June 28, 1880. 

Mz. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Allow meto express my grati- 
fication to you and yours upon your survival of a living 
death from the Albany Christian bastile into a resurrection 
ofalife of freedom, friends, and home, with mind unim- 
paired, to battle for truth and right. 

And now let me call the attention of the Liberals of the 
United Btates to the momentous importance of heeding the 
call fora little funds to defray the necessary expence of 
having our government represented at the great Interna- 
tional Congress of Freethinkers, to be held at Brussels, 
Europe, before the lapse of many weeks. Let every one 


respond. Don’t wait, thinking that others will, but rather 


let us all do a little in a financial way, and I think we will 
never hav cause to regret it, but rather be proud to think in 
years to come that we gave aliitie substantial aid in so 
laudable an enterprise, 
men and women, and methinks the result will tell for truth 
in the not far distant future, Yours for truth, 

A. F. ALBRIGHT. 


Mrs, Slenker Criticised. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav been 
an attentiv and interested reader of what your esteemed 
contributor Mrs, E. D. Slenker has written for some time 
past, and though I belong neither to the house of Lancaster 
nor the house of York—am neither a Materialist nor a 
Spiritualist—but simply one who wants to learn, I feel in- 
spired or constrained to talk a little. 

Sister S'enker says : ‘‘ There are few who at the very last 
think or care whether there is a future or not. Sleep, rest, 
peace, is all they ask.” Now I submit that that is all specula- 
tion. “Was she ever there at the “ very last?’ What people 
desire who neither think nor care belongs, I should think, to 
what our Positivistic friends call the ‘‘ unknowable.” And 
that is what we may aspire to! After we hav been born, liv, 
grow mature, and ripen into the " full harvest of old age," we 
may attain a condition of imbecllity in which we shall hav 
no preference between immortality and annihilation ! What 
is the use of aspiring, struggling, and suffering through long . 
years to attain to that negativ bliss which could be reached 
directly with a quart of whieky ? What has been the use 
of all the struggles of the human race to reach what it 
already had all the way from the oyster to the chimpanzee ? 
If that is all, the still-born infant got it without a pang— 
unless it was precocious, like John the Baptist. The idea 
that a person don't want to speak because his tongue is 
palsied so he can't, don't want to see because his eyes are 
closed or the optic nerve is paralyz3d, or don't want to liv 
because the body is dying, are inferences from a premis 
which has been taken for granted, viz., that the body is the 
whole human being. 

Sister Slenker says, '" Now and then one dies in the full 
vigor of life and strengtb, . but remember, these are 
not cases to judge by." Oa the contrary, are not those who 
attain to old age the exceptions. I presume I hav witnessed 
the death of a hundred persons, and not over ten of them 
were old, and not one had lived out ‘‘all his years," "That 
sister Slenker will liv to be old is nearly as doubtful as a fu- 
ture life. Who wants to liv to extreme age ? Who aspires to 
dotage and imbecility ? If we are just to furnish food for 
worms, why not giv them a good feast, and not tura them 
off with a few old dry bones? If we are mere physical 
organizisms, and death is not an evil per se, let us aspire to 
die while we are men and women or beautiful children, 
and not mummies. 

Sister Slenker says, ‘‘‘ I'll be good and happy by and by 
is robbing our race of its vast and boundless capacities.’ ” 
On the contrary, is it not the basis of sll enterprise and 
effort? ''I don’t like what I hav got; I will huut for 
something better,” is the only conceivable reason for exer. 
tion. If it ia reasonable to work for an uncertain future in 
this life, why not for an uncertain hereafter ? If we plant 
and cultivate for an uncertain harvest, we can enjoy ‘‘ our 
daily bread " all the better, and if we work for & possible 
future life, it cannot certainly interfere with our enjoyment 
of this, ‘One world at a time " is good enough in science, 
but that world should be the universe. ‘‘One world ats 
time" is good enough in philosophy, but that world should 
-be Duration. Itisas natural for people to speculate and 
guess about what is just now called the unknowable as it i8 
to be eaten by worms—and there is lots more fun in it. 
Let sister Sknker fix up an imaginary world of love and 
light and joy, to supplement the “dark chamber and the 
narrow house,” which, from what we can see, appears to be 
the end, and see if it will not be more fun to think about if, 
and when she comes to the ‘‘ very last,” it can't hurt her 
a bit. The idea that it is a necessary missionary work to 
persuade people, and especially church people, not to fret 
themselves about a future life don’t strike me, The church 
has sunk into such lethargy that the joys of heaven and the 
terrors of hell, set in vivid contrast, will hardly keep & con- 
gregation from going to sleep. A great many Spiritualists 
believe in and work for immortality, but they find as much 
time for earnest secular work as any. A few speculativ, 
ardent minds refer to it as a hope, or at least a possibility. 
Sister Slenker thinks if she could obliterate the idea from 
the human mind she would usher in a millennium. A man 
like Ingersoll cannot even make a mild suggestion of im- 
mortality over his brother's grave but forthwith some one 
willpounce upon his timid suggestion, quivering from the 
lips of love and anguish, and proceed to analyze it, and 
thinks he has done mankind a great service by showing that 
it is not proved as clearly as some of the propositions of 
Euslid. . 

One word about speculativ theories. We hear a great 
deal about exact science. Charles Bradlaugh says that no 
one has ever given a coherent definition of the word God. 
I think no one has ever given a coherent definition of the 
word matter, No one has pointed out a constant and inva- 
riable property of matter. No one has ever seen any matter. 
Tne nearest any one ever Came to it, so far as heard from, 
was one of your correspondents who said that thought or 
mind results from the gray matter of the brain. Chemists 
hav appeared to show us that there are about a hundred 


-| tangible substances or elements, most of which are metals. 


Now, I take it, iron is nol matter ; neither is carbon or 
oxygen. If cach of these elements has peculiar properties, 
then each of them must hav existed forever, or else there 
must hav been some properties lying around loose to be 
attached to maiter to make an element of it. Bnt you can't 
unité all these elements or substances together to make one 
gubstance or matter, ahy more than you can mix together 
three gods to make one god. Underwood thinks matter is 
one of the properties of the Absolute. Be modest, brother 
land sister Materialists and Spiritualists. Own that you 


Let us be represented by staunch | 


guess at what you start with ; that Spiritualiet and Materi- 
alist are not scientific terms; that you hav never penetrated 
! to substance, and that ali you know js what you guess at. 
Beaver City, Neb. | ^ D. PRIESTLY, 
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The Gub Becker, Julp 3, 1880. 


Diseussion of the National Financial System. 


BETWEEN DR. H. H. MORRISON AND JOHN W. TRUESDELL. 
MR. TRUESDELL’S SIXTH LETTER, —CLOSING THE DISCUSSION. 


To THE EDITOR or Tae TnuTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav 
finished reading Mr. Morrison's closing article upon the 
financial question with feelings of deep disappointment. I 
had hoped from the beginvuing of this discussion that my 
opponent would giv our readers at least one new practical 
fioancial idea—one thought or theory in finance not already 
exploded a thousand times. I hav looked anxiously through 
all of his letters for just one little hint or suggestion of a 


practical improvement over our present imperfect financial ; 


system; but alas! I search in vain. 

My opponent has completed the circle of his argument 
and arrived at his starting point without shedding any new 
light and without proving even one of his six original 
affirmations. : 

RECAPITULATION. 

First. You sffirm, Mr. Morrison, that '' gold and silver, 
or both, are not the best materials out of which to make 
money." This affirmation you hav not proved, for the 
simple reason that you fail to describe a better one. Upon 
this question you hav apparently made one point against 
hard money, and every acknowledged economist in the 
world will agree with you that gold and silver are not 
always a true and unvarying standard for the measurement 
of values. Still these metals are better than no standard. 
The fluctuation in the price of the two metals, as measured 
by each other, and by the sum of all labor, and by every 
article of value known to the most eminent statisticians the 
world has produced, has shown their value to be more 
steady and their adaptation to monetary purposes far supe- 
rior to any other substance or thing yet discovered. 

"While scientists do not agree as to the exact variation in 
the purchasing power of the two precious metals, they uni- 
formly proclaim that gold and silver are less liable to fluc- 
tuation than any other known articles of value. Professor 
Jevons places the extreme variation in the value of gold, 
as measured by twenty kinds of skilled and common labor 
and by twenty of the most common necessities of life, at 
forty-eight per cent in fifty years, averaging less than one 
per cent variation per annum. This may be too high an 
estimate, or even too low, but it is certain that the price of 
gold and silver does fluctuate but very little as compared to 
other articles of value, For nearly a century the relativ 
prices of the two metals hav ranged between 14 1 2 to 1, and 
16101 During the last fifteen years, however, owing to 
the demonetizing of silver by some eastern nations, the 
introduction of gold into Asia from the mises of California 
and Australia, thereby largely displacing silver, the latter 
has declined in value. Yet all of these perturbations hav 
lowered the commercial value of silver by only about 
twelve per cent, While probably not another article of 
value in the world can be named that has changed in price 
sgo little. Our commonest products of labor and necessàries 
of life, like wheat, corn, potatoes, cotton, wocl, and other 
commodities, often fluctuate in price from one to two hun- 
dred per cent in a single year. Surely none of there valua- 
ble articles would make a better monetary unit than the one 
we now hav, 

Your second affirmation you hav not established fcr tho 
same reason that you lost your first, 

Third. You sfürm that “our present banking system, 
with every other we hav had, isa fraud." "This, too, you 
hav lost, and in your fruitless tirade you hav exhibited 
lamentable ignorance of the very rudiment of the subject. 
You hav been rebutted in all of your statistics and van. 
quished at every point, 

Fourth. You affirm that ‘usury, now called interest, is 
a fraud and destructiv of the best good of humanity, both 
materially and mentally." This affirmation, too, you hav 
failed to prove; and for further evidence of the fact that 
interest is not a fraud or a curse to humanity, I respectfully 
refer the reader to the subject of interest in my letter num- 
ber four. Í 

Fiftb. You sffürm that “a full legal tender paper money, 
stamped with the flat of the government, is the best money 
for the wants of the whole people that has yet been de- 
vised.” 

You hav not proved this affirmation, for the reason that 
you fail to define or establish the measure of your ''fiat;" 
and for the other reasuns I refer the reader to this letter 
further on. f 

Sixth. You affirm that *'the contraction of the currency 
is one of the main causes of our industria! depression." 

This is your last sfürmation, snd likewise your last 
failure, In this argument you prove too much and become 
an accepted witness against your own theory. 

Surely a contraction of the currency could not take place 
unless it had been previously expanded. And this un- 
healthy inflation is just what the true economist would warn 
the people against, Contraction or repudiation are the 
inevitable results of great paper inflation. 

While there is no danger of an over issue of full-weight 
coin in any country, there is the greatest danger to be 
apprehended from inflation of paper promises beyond their 
easy redemption and the legitimate demands of trade. An 
over issue of gold and silver money will always find relief 
in the jeweler’s crucible or by export demand in payment of 
imported goods. Coin, being of intrinsic worth, is every- 
where accepted and is desired as an element of wealth, 
while paper promises, having no intrinsic worth, are inva- 
riably an evidence of indebtedness, their whole potency 
lying in the promis of redemption. f 

When redemption fails, the power of currency fails. 
There never being a foreign demand for irredeemable cur- 
renoy, it cannot be exported; therefore a redundancy, or 
Over issue, pda relief only im depressing ite purchasing 


power at home. As the purchasing power of irredeemable 
currency declines, it stimulates the issue of a still greater 
volume, which in turn continues to lower its value; thus it 
seems to act automatically and like a falling body—contin- 
ually gathering momentum and increasing in velocity on 
the downward path to final repudiation. 


DO WE REALLY NEED MORE MONEY? 


The claim so often advanced that we need more money 
by several hundred per cent than we now hav, I believe to 
| be one of the weakest arguments against our preeent mone- 
i tary system. If every debt in the world was due at one 
‘time, and payable to creditors out of the world, and the 
collection of all debts could be enforced in one day, then it 
is plain that the total amount of money should be equal to 
the aggregate indebtedness of the world. But none of these 
conditions exist. 

First. Our debts are not all due at the same time. Sec- 
ond. Every monetary debt is payable to some one on this 
globe, consequently the money used to cancel an obligation 
to-day is not lost or destroyed by the transaction, but is 
again paid out by the creditor to purchase property or can- 
cel-other obligations, Thus it continues to circulate and to 
discharge its full value at every equitable exchange, 

Again. The great bulk of mercaatil and banking opera- 
tions are carried on by a system of book accounts, which 
‘does not involve the use of money except in comparativly 
| small amounts to adjust balances. It is often the case 
where accounts are thus kept—showing debit and credit to 
the extent of millions of dollars—that the balance is so 
small on settlement day that a few dollars square the 
‘accounts. Thus it will be seen at a glance that the aggre- 
gate indebtedness of this world, and the total amount of 
money or measure of value in existenee (if either could be 
approximately estimated), would bear very little proportion 
to each other, while the debts and the credits of the world 
would very nearly balance. 

The idea entertained by many Greenbackers that we 
should hav a cheap money equal in volume to the whole 
property or the entire debts of the world, is equaled in 
absurdity only by the purely ¿dea? measure of value. 

FIAT MONEY. 

I am particularly disappointed, Mr. Morrison, in your 
utter failure to define your new monetary unit. When you 
first proposed a new measure of value to take the place of 
gold and silver, I asked you, in the plainest words possible, 
what that measure was, how it was to be defined, and by 
whet gauge? how much, and what quality; what sub- 
stance, labor, or thing does your new unit express? but all 
of these questions you hav signally failed to answer. The 
only apology for an answer you hav made is the ridiculous 
|-proposition, by legisiativ act alone to clothe certain pieces 
of paper, of no value, with power to discharge debt ; the 
value of such fiat paper to be based upon no substance, 
‚labor, or thing of intrinsic worth, but its potency to be 

wholly conventional, I think, Mr. Morrison, if you would 
spend a few days in close application to the study of polit- 
ical economy under the direction of an unprejudiced com- 
petent teacher, you would soon discover that money must 
necessarily possess a measuring power to create debts, as well 
as to discharge them. To legislate all debts out of exist- 
ence without rendering in return a full compensation, a 
measure of their value, is simply legal repudiation, and this 
is the banquet to which you invite the financial worid. 
Anything to pay debts, a legal tender without measure 
exceptin name (as healthy food for the commercial world 
as irredeemable milk tickets would be to feed babies upon), 
is equivalent to bankruptcy, outlaw, and repudiation. This 
scheme is nothing new, however; debts hav been discharged 
in this dishonest way in the past, and may be in the future, 
but what intelligent person is there among us to-day who 
would render service or part with valuable goods with the 
fact staring him in the face that such debts could be legally 
repudiated ? Not one. With your scheme in force, we 
should be compelled to cancel existing contracts and to 
discharge present debts for ‘fiat money,” but no 
power on earth could force the people to make new con- 
: tracts upon such a basis. All economists agree that money 
to be stable must possess a purchasing power as well asa 
, paying one. The theory of a full legal tender paper cur- 
rency or purely ideal monetary unit is nothing new. 
Nearly every great nation on the globe has at some period 
in her history been deluded by this 2gnat2s fatuus. 

Let the '* fiat" advocates read the history of John Law’s 
wild inflation schemes in France from 1716 to 1726, which 
finally made bankrupt the whole nation,leaving the great 
! bulk of real property in the hands of a few shrewd specula- 

tors, while the masses were reduced to absolute beggary. 
Still later in the year 1789 the French government again 
| abandoned her real monetaiy unit for a fiat one, issuing an 
irredeemable paper currency, the famous *‘ assignat," which 
was proclaimed by law a full legal tender for ali debts, 
public and private (ali that the most ardent in the present 
time could wish). 

The first issue of twelve hundred million francs in assig- 
nats was quoted at the Bourse in Paris at ninety per cent of 
their nominal value. As the volume increased, however, 
their purchasing power declined. With the third and 
fourth issues, amounting in the aggregate to three thousand 
million francs, specie advanced in price, a8 measured by 
the fiat standard, to over one hundred per cent premium, 
and by tbe same undefined measure nearly every purchas 
able article doubled in value. The true economist and the 
most intelligent people of France became justly alarmed. 
The nation's bitter experience with John Law’s fiat money 
was still fresh in the memory, and they earnestly besoüght 
the government not to increase the issue of irredeemable 
paper money. In vain did Necker, their great finance min- 
ister, and other practical economists warn the government 
of this danger; in yain did they quote tbe lascia] history 


of other nations, and point out the hidden rocks and the 
shoal places where the ship of state would surely wreck ; 
the masses were intoxicated with the new financial system, 
and only clamored for more fiat money. Like the Green. 
back party of to-day, the infi stionists were divided into two 
classes, one party who believed in the principles which they 
advocated, while the other party did not. The latter class, 
though largely in the minority, were by all means the most 
dangerous, and they were composed largely of intelligent 
non producers, unprincipled speculators, worn-out politi- 
cians, demagogs, and unfortunate ones who had bought 
lands and other property on credit, and who now worked 
for inflation as the surest means for them to unload with a 
profit upon the unsuspecting poor. 
were advanced then as now ; one division of the assignat 
party claimed that the apparent rise in values was an in- 
dication of prosperity; and as three hundred million francs 
in assignats had doubled the price of nearly all commodi- 
ties, a still further inflation would bring almost the millen- 
nium. 

Another class of inflationists, realizing that the advance in 
prices was not real, but the power of the assignats had declined 
by one-half, demanded an immediate increase, arguing that 
it was a plain mathematical principle, if one thousand francs 
were now required to do the former work of five hundred 
francs, to restore the equilibrium it was only necessary to 
double the volume of assignats. 

Thus the two factions stimulated each other with this 
kind of sophistry, both pressing for inflation until the other 
issues were made, increasing the amount in circulation to 
five thousand milion francs, while the purchasing power of 
this currency had fallen to one fifth its nominal value. 

About this time the new-born economists made the as- 
tounding discovery claimed by the Greenbackers of to-day, 
that their fiat money had not really declined in value, 
but the whole derangement of their financial register was 
owing to the wicked speculation of the bankers aud brokers 
in coin. 

Says Proudhomme, in “ Les Revolutions de Paris," Jan. 
17. 1791, '* Coin will keep rising until the people hav hung a 
broker." (Great minds run in the same channel, Mr. Morri- 
son.) But these idle threats and all of the stringent laws 
passed by the government combined failed to maintain their 
fiat money. Down, down, it kept falling in value until the 
price of assignats soon ceased to be quoted at the Bourse, 
when all property owners repudiated them entirely. In 
1796 nearly the whole volume of assignats, together with the 
“ mandates," another worthless curreacy just issued, was 
found in the hands of the laboring class, who were forced 
throvgh their poverty to accept paper promises to the last, 
while a few individuals who had vnloaded their burdens 
upon the unsuspecting poor were in possession of all the 
real wealth of the nation. 

Another striking illustration of the evil effacts of an im- 
sginary standard is presented in the history of Russia, In 
1769 the government tried to force an irredeemable paper 
currency upon her people. "The first issue of two hundred 
million roubles in assignations were maintained by the gov- 
ernment for a short, time at par with the silver rouble, but 
as the volume of these assignations increased their purchas- 
ing power declined, all commodities advanced to a fabulous 
price; until the silver rouble finally sold on the exchange 
for four roubles in paper money, and the leading merchants 
in St. Petersburg and other large cities in Russia refused to 
longer accept assignations in payment for goods, ‘Paul I, 
war 80 enraged that he threatened to erect a gallows on the 
exchange for the special benefit of all who refused paper 
currency.” 

The most stringent laws were passed by the government 
prohibiting the sale of gold and silver ; loud threats. were 
made against all dealers in exchange, and many ignorant 
people clamored for the blood of a broker. But all to no 
purpose. The power of assignations kept falling, until the 
great merchants and principal land-holders throughout the 
empire quietly folded their arms and refused to part with 
their goods or estates except for coin or its equivalent. A 
few years later the government effected a loan, issuing bills 
of credit based upon the standard of the old silver rouble 
and the assignations were finally redeemed at the rate of 
350 roubles in paper to 100 roubles in coin, The great logs 
entailed upon the people by this repudiation of over seventy 
per cent of the entire paper 
principally upon the poor, who were least able to bear it. 

Thus the history of inflation was again repeated, a few 
rich men were made richer while the masses were left 
poorer than before. 

Austria has had a still more serious experience with flat 
money, In 1797 the government issued seventy-five million 
florins in legal tender currency. The volume of these irre- 
deemable promises increased as their value diminished 
until 1811, when the quantity in circulation amounted to 
1,060,000,000 florins, worth but ten per cent of the value 
represented. Upon this subject Mr. Dudley P. Bailey, Jr. 
an eminent statistician, writes: “By an imperial patent; 
issued on the 20:h of February, 1811, and published March 
15th, the paper money was reduced to one-fifth ita nomiual 
value, at which rate it was withdrawn and exchanged for 
new redempiion notes, called * Vienna value' paper money 
Of these the government promised that only enough should 
be issued to redeem the bank notes, but subsequently 
pressed by fresh necessities, it evaded the promis by issuing 
anticipation notes, 80 called because they were issued in 
anticipation of taxes, but essentially like the redemption 
notes except in name. The necessities of the government 
carried the issue of anticipation notes up to 466 533 088 
florins at the beginning of 1816, besides 212,159 750 fi ring 
of redemption notes, msking the total of Vienna paper 
money at that date 678,692,838 florins. This wag Again 
reduced to two fMthe its nominal value, thus making (wg 
atate Dankrupteles within a perlod of dive years," 


The same arguments" 


currency of the country fell 
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The financial history of many other nations might be re- 
ferred to in proof of the fact that the remedies suggested by 
ihe inflstionists of tc-day are a thoussndfold more danger- 
ous to the masses than the financial diseases they would 
cure. 

In justice to you, Mr. Morrison, let me say before closing 
that Iam a little disappointed, stiil our discussion has not 
been without its good results, You hav fairly represented 
the Greenback party. You hav conducted your part of the 
argument with more than average ability, and although 
failing to establish your points, you hav been in one direc- 
tion a success—you hav thoroughly exposed to the eyes of 
more than fifty thousand readers the utter absurdity of the 
Greenback theory. Nothing betrays a crime or destroys 
any false theory so effectually as an attempt to defend it. 

When Wm. L. Yancey and other pro-slavery men came 
North more than twenty years ago to defend American 
slavery, they sounded the death kneil of that criminal insti- 
tution. So will the present defenders of the purely ideal 
monetary unit expose to the public the fallacy of their po- 
sition and eventually bury their financial god. 

Syracuse, June 15, 1880. Joun W. TRUESDELL, 

— — —— 


Mr. Herbold Replies to Mr. Chapman. 


“This contest excites great interest in the metropolis, 
sir.” ‘‘I believe it does,” said Mr. Pickwick. ‘To which 


know Very well that knowledge is one definition of it, but 
it is so only in its widest sense. If every individual who 
i has knowledge on any particular subject is therefore scion- 
tific, then the cobbler, who knows how to patch a shoe, or 
a laundress, who knows how to darn a stocking, can lay 
‘claim fo the appellation. That, too, may account for the 
large number of scientific ladies and gentlemen to be found 
in the ranks of the anti-maturalists. But in the concrete 
sense, a scientific man is one who makes a practical and 
exclusiv study of one or more of the different sciences. 
This is my, and I believe every educated man’s, definition, 
and in this sense Mr. Kiddle is not scientific authority, and 
it excludes, too, myself, who makes no pretensions that 
way, and Mr. Chapman who does. 


The Materialism that Spiritualism indorses must be a 
queer, a very queer, article. The one is the very antithesis 
| of the other, and between the two there can exist no more 

harmony than does between fire and water. It isthe religion 
of naturalism, and knowledge against that of anti-natural- 
ists and speculation. They cannot exist together. One or 
the other must and will go to the wall. When I used the 
expression, ‘“ War to the knife,” I purposed simply to ex- 
press the antagonism that naturally exists between the two 
systema, and to indicate or typify the nature of the strug- 
gle that must inevitably ensue between, and end with the 


I hav reason to know,” said Pott looking towards Mr, | destruction of one of them. In view of the comical fears 
Perker for corroboration, ‘to which I hav reason to know ‘expressed by Mr. Chapman and my Chesterfieldian friend 
my article of last Saturday in some degree contributed " , from Greene, Michigan, for the safety of their persons from 
(Pickwick Papers, Chap. 13). my supposed sanguinary disposition, I now regret that I 

Mr. E. A. Chapman in his letter of March 21st, published hav not used an expression more adapted to their compre- 
in Tug TRUTH SEEEKER of April 17:h, wherein he assumes hension, and less likely to excite their apprehensions. Iam 


me to hav been unduly excited over his article, reminds me ` not at all bloodthirsty, and hav none but the kindest feel- ' 


vividly of the valiant editor of the Estanaville Gazette, who ; inga toward Spiritualists individually, and of their rights 
imagined all London excited over his lucubrations, and his' and privileges I am as jealous as I am of my own. I do not 


opponents writhing under his sarcasm. In his latest, where- ' 


in he finds me unworthy of notice, but notices nevertheless, 
he recalls Byron’s Donna Julia, who, ‘swearing she would 


91st, I should say rewrite, for a copy of this article was 
dispatched by me to THE TRUTH SEEKER office in April, 
but was lost, mislaid, or not received, as I am informed 
by a note from its editor. 


`I can assure Mr, Chapman that no undue exoitement 


existed in my mind when I wrote the article, to which the 
editor affixed the caption, “Is Materialism Bigotry?” It 
was written simply as a protest against the monopoly by 
Spiritualists of Taz TRUTA SEEKER'8 columns, and I mer- 
tioned Mr. Chapman's name, I presume, because from the 
frequency and extreme length of his articles in defense of 
anti-naturalism, it was uppermost in my mind. But it 
might just as well hav been the name of that Greene, Michi- 
gan, disciple of Chesterfield, whose unconscious ventrilo- 
quism made him mistake his own braying for that of some 


one else, and whose acknowledgment is hereby acknowl., 
edged, I am aware that it cannot be interesting to the. 


readers of this journal to hav two correspondents bandy 
words and Call names. As Mr, Chapman has been pleased, 
however, to make several misstatements and misrepresenta- 
tions, and as through silence on my part I might be placed 
in a false light, £ write the reply, and ask space for the 
game. 

Mr. Chapman quotes Webster for a definition of the word 
bigotry. Well, Mr. Webster was a great man, and it re- 
quires considerable nerve for any one to differ with him. I 
do not accept Webster’s definition of the word creation, 
however, and I differ from him in the definition of one or 
two other words. Ia Mr. Chapman's eyes this may seem 
gacrilege, and justify the calling in of the police, but I can't 
help it.. I define.a bigot to bea man or woman who will 
persecute or discriminate against another, politically or 
socially, on account of differences of opinion. I hav never 
been guilty of doing anything of that sort, for I hold, and 
hav always maintained, that every man is entitled to his 
opinions, whatever they may be, and that he ought on no 
account to be molested or discriminated against in his indi- 
vidual rights for holding them. I am just that kind of an 
** animal " (Mr. Chapman's elegant and polite expression), 
that I can take Mr. Chapman by the hand, honor and 
respect him as an individual, and so can I any one else 
whose opinions differ from mine. But it is the veriest cant 
aud rankest hypocrisy to prose about respecting opinions 
that one considers foolish or pernicious. Nobody ever did 
or does so sincerely who is at all consistent. Hence, if 
Mr. Chapman wished to make me out a bigot because I 
showed any disrespect for anti-naturalism, he need not hav 
filled so much space for saying so little. I distinctly ad 
mitted in my first article that if to hold my opinion anent 
Spiritualism was bigotry, to make tae most of it. Iam 
willing, if that constitutes bigotry, to abide by the appella- 
tion, for the term bigot, out of the mouth of Mr. Chapman, 
has no more terrors for me than that of Infidel out of that 
of the orthodox. Since men like Huxley are designated by 
that title, why should I complain? But I would like the 
readers of Tam Trova SEEKER to understand that I dis- 
tinguish between the individual and the opinions he may 
entertain, and that while I may respect and admire the 
individual, I am free to combat and giv no quarter to his 
opinions which may to me appear absurd and pernicious. 
And all this without being either inconsistent or a bigot. I 
ask no odds in this respect. 

As to Mr, Henry M. Kidd!e, I reiterate that he is no 
scientific authority. Mr. Chapman cannot hav been more 
incensed at this gentleman's removal as Superintendent of 
the public schools of New York on account of his Spirit- 
ualism than I hav been. It was never my intention to deny 
Mr. Kiddle’s erudition or scholarly attainments, nor hav I 
done so, Ut ia not neosesary for Me Chapman to lug hig 


contend against Spiritualists, but against Spiritualism, 
Mr. Chapman complains of the electrotype phrases I hay 


a .used in designating Spiritnalism, My dear sir, Ic 
Leer consent, consented,” and furnishes me with an excuse ` arte E r x Hanno 


for Writing at this late day a reply to his letter of March ; 


help it if the opponents of anti naturalism of three decades 
; ago used these selfsame objectionable expressions, I can- 
not, possibly. Perhaps the fact of Spiritualism having 
remained the same continued and stereotyped round of go- 
called phenomena, engineered by exposed and unexposed 
prestidigitateurs, yclept mediums, is responsible for the 
remarkable fact that the electrotype phrases of thirty years 
ago are in force, and applicable to Spiritualism to-day. I 
agree With you in expressing my surprise that orthodoxy 
should make war upon you. Itismore than surprising. It 
is incomprehensible, at least to me. Both systems are 
founded on human credulity and that insufferable conceit 
that causes men to think themselves superior to, and exempt 
from, the inexorable laws of nature, to pronounce the whole 
universe a failure or a bubble, unless their own precious 
picayune individualities should be perpetuated. There 
really i8 no reason why orthodoxy, par nobile fratrum, should 
quarrel, 

Materialists do not, Mr. Chapman, oppose Spiritualists 
because they seek to establish a future existence. All we 
ask is that you do establish it, but do so by a posterior’, not 
a priori reasoning, by proof and demonstration, not by 
assertion. Mr. Allan Noe closes a recent article, '' I main- 
tain a fu'ure existence ; disprove it if you can,” or words 
to that effect. That sort of thing is very clever in you, 
gentlemen, but we camuot humor you so far. You mair- 
tain, you assert, you claim. Prove it then, if you can, 
not surely our business to prove the negativ of your asser- 
tions. With the affirming party rests the burden of proof. 
When Mr. Chapman pretende that I would probably rise 
and boast, '*T'hem's my sentiments,” ín the event of Mr. 
Huxley's declaring the moon to be formed of green chesse, 
he should hav added by way of parenthesis, This is sar- 
casm. It is the severest thing I hav read for some time, or 
would be with the sugvested addition. Dear Mr. Chapman, 
you must not be so cruel and cu'ting. Believe me, that 
sarcasm is not your forte. 

I said in the article of March 20 h that I had always be- 
lieved in preserving my individuality, promoting the cause 
of Freethought in my own way, and in not being responsi- 
ble to or for any opinions made by any body of men col- 
lectivly. It was those principles or inclinations only that I 
sacrificed when, as I then stated, I was persuaded that 
individual effort was of no avail in accomplishing the 
special object of total separation of church and state, or in 
other words, to carry out the aims and objects of the National 
Liberal League. There is no doubt in my mind that bun- 
dreds of other men with similar inclinations, sacrificed or 
held them in obeyance, in order to institute a combined 
eff rt against the arrogance of the orthodox clergy, and in 
favor of secularism. Any reasonable and fair-minded man 


could hav understood my meaning, and honored my mc-: 
tive, It remained for a Liveral Spiritualist, with malice | 


prepense that would hav done honor to a Jesuit, to pervert 
a simple remark, and to make it appear that I had publicly 
and naively confessed to the sacrifice of a cardinal principle 
or principles. So little am I capable of any such thing that 
while I hav given, and am giving, my best efforts to the 


+ 


$ 
Webster in again for a definition of the word science. I|they were a police patrol, charged with the surveillance of 


other League member's private sentiments or antipathies, 

Certsinly, Mr. Chapman, you claim to hav the only 
demonstrated knowledge of a futureexistence. Your whole 
system, as previously remarked, is all claim and assertion. 
“Whoever this man Herbold may be," as you so solicit- 
ously inquire, he will not hesitate to pronounce nonsense 
nonsense, from whatever quarter it may come, and with 
yourleave he will not accept anything as & demonstrated 
truth, not even on the ipse dixit of Mr. Chapman, unless it 
has been so demonstrated to him. Youare pleased to charge 
me with ignorance and deceit. This, eoming from ar 
individual who belittles a Huxley, fills the pages of THE 
TRUTH SEEXER week after week to the exclusion of reada- 
ble and interesting matter, and who charges every opponent 
that is not awed by his choice stock of epithets, and there- 
fore ventures to break a lance with this intellectual Boan- 
erges, with being ignorant, is indeed an honor and highly 
appreciated compliment. Thank you, sir, kindly. 

In conclusion I will briefly notice two remarks of Mr, . 
Chapman’s and then take leave of him. He attempts to 
break the force of my remark that Robert Dale O wen, 
whom he had quoted as a scientific authority, was taken in 
by the Katie King fraud in Philadelphia, by volunteering 
the assertion that ‘‘ that fraud was a conspiracy on the part 
of the church to defraud the public and to crush Spiritual- 
ism and those mediums.” Even if this was the case, what 
a testimonium pauperiatis is Mr. Chapman here giving the 
mental caliber of the hundreds of ‘‘intelligent and scien- 
tiic" Spiritualists, who with Owen were duped by his 
swindle. I hardly think they will thank him for it, The 
exp»sure recently, at the rooms of the National Spiritualists 
Association in London, of the celebrated medium Fiorence 
Cook, about whom Messrs. Crookes, Wallace, and Zoellner 
hay written stupendous works, more lengthy even than Mr. 
Chapman's articles, was owing, no doubt, to a conspiracy 
on the part of Exeter Hall to destroy the nimbus eurround- 
ing his scientific anti-naturalist trinity, to crush the poor 
medium, and to throw discredit on the cauge? Sad occur- 
rences these exposes, very! 

Pray, Mr. Chapman, what is there ‘’ mean or libelous” in 
the sentence, as I wrote, not as you quote it : ** It won't do 
to talk of scientific women (who favor Spiritualism) and 
then not giv their nameseven. A scientific woman is pre- 
eminently a rara avis, and when caught we should like to 
see the plumage?” Will you name one woman who is 
acknowledged as scientific authority on any of the different 
branches of science? Pray do, and I will withdraw the ex- 
pression. I profess to hav as much respect for women, if 
they deserve it, as any gentleman in the land. But Icon- 
fess—to fill the measure of my iniquity and imperfections 


in the eyes of Mr. E. A. Chapnan—that I am not one of 
i those who at the mention of an individual, because, and 
. Solely because, that individual happens to be a female and to 
| wear petticoats, go into contortions and genufl:xions of awe 
; and veneration; and I further confess that I hav a sovereigu 
contempt for those tbat do. CHARLES J, HEBBOLD, 
Cincinnati, O., June, 1830. 
——————— à M ———— 


Gospel versus Freethought. 


In a copy of the London Daily News (not a pious paper) 
was & list of preachers’ engagements for the following Sun- 
day, commencing with ‘Bt. Paul's cathedral, morning, 

: Dean of Litchfield,” and ending, '* Salvation Army, Oxford 


Tig | Street, 8 P.M., Mrs. Booth," and not less than a hundred 
| prominent preaching engagements intermediate. All this 


| 


in one city. Similar advertisements all over England. The 
same all over America, 

Suppose for a moment there was only one hundredth 
part such organization and advertisement throughout this 
Jand for the dissemination of Freethought that there is for 
the propagation of gospel. What an awakening of common 
sense would be witnessed! And, at the same time, what a 
wilting of gospel untruth! Could only one per cent of the 
Sunday addresses be regularly made by Freethought lec- 
turers throughout the cities and towns of America, that 
little leaven of one per cent would in time leaven the whole 
lump. The largest cities will hav to be the pioneers for the 
regular propagation of Freethought on Sundays, and ulti- 
mately the smaller towns might follow suit. Traveling lec- 
turers a8 misgionsries might some day be more frequent 
than now, so that at least each town of any size might 
afford one address on a Sunday, not as now, on the ‘‘ myg- 
tery of godliness,” but on science, or social progress, or any 
other subject, rather than on superstition gone msd, 

The Liberal Leagues may in time become strong enouzh 
to start such an organized plan of address on Sanday so as 
to compete with the ‘‘saints” and ‘salvation armies,” 
Many a local Freethinker might talk to his fellow-men as 
10cal preachers do now, aud for less pay too. Gospel mo- 
nopoly is at present paramount, but many regard it with 
silent contempt, and would be glad of almost any substitute, 

Osce:la, Iowa, May 28, 1880. F, J, EmMany, 


e e —MMÓ— 


The Brussels Congress. 
DEAR FRIEND BENNETT: Please don't think thy friends 


cause of the League, efforts of which Mr. Chapman knows} are not anxious for thee to represent them at the Free- 
nothing, aud I shall not boast, I am not therefore to be! thinker’s Congress at Brussels. I am very sure from ail I 
disciplined into, or muzzled from combating anti-natural- | pear that they are so certain that D. M. Bennett will be the 
ists in my own Way, and on my own hook, aad when I feel frat man chosen to go that they hav not deemed it neceg- 
inclined. Messrs. Green, Wright, and Walker hav DO | sary to even say 80. But money is needed, and I inclose 
cause to stand up to be forgiven by me, even, as Mr. Chap-| one dollar, as my share of the expenses to take thee there, 
man in the next paragraph observes, ''He forgave Mr. | Mr. Slenker is as enthusiastic for thee to go as I am, ond he 
Babcock"—no doubt to that gentleman's liveliest and | popes thee will hav a pleasant, useful, and profitable trip. 
intense satisfaction. I honor these gentlemen to the full as `I trust thy friends will show practically the good will they 
much as Mr, Chapman or other Liberals do, but my opin- | fce] by sending in liberal contributions at once for this 
jons on Spiritualism are no concern to these gentlemen, | purpose, and I am sorry 1 cannot do more myself, 

and Mr. Chapman might therefore hav saved himself the | EnwiBA D. SLENKER, 


trouble of jayoking thelr syopathy and interference, ag if; — Gnowville, Ya, June 18, 1890, 
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The Liberals of this country are not in favor of the 
triumph of the religious, pious, ecclesiastical party. They 
wish church and state entirely disunited as the Democratic 
platform prescribes. They should not support a preacher 
or the same party that preachers support. Our interest liés 
in the opposit direction. Ecclesiasticism, pietism, and Com- 
stockism are what we specially oppose. The Republican 
party has fostered these and opposed us, Let us then turn 


from that party and look to the Democrats, who promis, 
With , 
Hancock elected, Comstock will be dismissed, and our gov- ; 


us a complete disunion of church and state, 


ernment will hav no further use for such unprincipled spies 


and detectivs. The state governments will be left to punish | 


the crimes committed within their limits, and the govern- 
ment of the United States, with its courts, marshals, judges, 
and attorneys will no longer be employed to send men to 
prison because they deny the truth and diviniiy of the Chris- 
tian religion, The Republican party has trampled upon the 
liberties guaranteed to us in the Constitution. Let us join 
the Democratic party in restoring to us those sacred treas- 
ures, 


The Political Situation.—The Duty of Lib- The Moral Scorpion 


erals. : 
g : g The scorpion is a formidable insect, varying from oneinch 
The nominations are made, The champions are stripped | to five inches in length, according to the parts of the earth 
for the contest as to which party shall control the govern- where found. It belongs to the spider family, but its venom 
ment for the next four years. Hayv Liberals a duty to per- is probably more deadly than theirs, except, perhaps, the 
form ? : .| tarantula, which is a member of the same family. The mode 
Personally, the candidates may stand on nearly equal | of warfare of the latter is by biting, while that of the former 
grounds. We hav received letters from those who person- | is by a sting in the end of its tail. Both produce death by 
ally know Gen. Garfield, pronouncing him a worthy, liber- | the venom which they eject. They are justly feared and 
ally-disposed man, That he did some good work in Con- | abhorred by all who know the virulence of the poison which 
gress toward checking the onward march of Comstockism | they secrete. .- 
must not be lost sight of, and proper credit should be| We remember reading an account of a fight which was 
awarded. There is an unfortunate and troublesome matter encouraged by an observing naturalist between a scorpion 
about Credit Mobilier stock, perjury, and De Golyer pave- | and a much larger animal which also was poisonous. The 
oe into a discussion of which we shall not| contest was continued fora long time, the scorpion showing 
. & great amount of persistency. He kept his tail curved 
Gen. Hancock bas an excellent record. No charge of | over his back, and he planted the stings into his antagonist 
wrong-doing has been brought against him. Gen. Weaver | as often as he could manage to do so. He received most 
is undoubtedly an honorable man, but the contest in this} severe punishment, and in his agony and hoplessness he 
campaign must be between the Republicans and Democrats, | stun g himself to death. 
There is a deep underlying principle in the Greenback-La-| The late editor of the Index has more than once reminded 
bor party, but it must be left far in the rear in this contest. | yy of the scorpion, The venom with which he seems to 
One of the two great political parties must be our rulers. The | .»,und, his mode of attack, his persistency in the contests 
Greenbackers will not probably get an electoral vote. Shall! pe provokes, the deadly intent of his thrusts, and finally the 
the Republicans be our masters for the next four years, or | desperation of stinging himself to death in a hopeless en- 
shall we try the Democrats? We hav tried the Republican | counter, bear, to us, a striking resembtance to the insect 
party for a quarter of a century. At first it did well, It just named. He has certainly pursued us with the venom, 
was the party of liberty, the friend of the oppressed and | the hate, and the persistency of the poisonous scorpion. 
downtrodden, : It was the savior of our country. But it) Even in his last issue for June 24th, in which he gave hia 
became corrupt; bad men controlled it. Fraude, rings, and | valedictory, and in which even his friends wished he would 
stealings disgraced it, It has become the party of the rich | spare the exhibition in this his last appearance of the stings, 
against the poor, the strong sgainst the weak, the capitalist | the venom, and the thrusts for which he has become so 
against the laborer, the party of the priest, the church, | noted, it seems he could not let the opportunity pass. 
me senna he i i He could not forego the pleasure, if pleasure it be, of giving 
_ Three-fourths of the priests of the country are Repub-| his hated antagonist another full dose of his poison. In 
licans. A large majority of church members are Repub-| about a dizen different places he spews out his venom 
licans. Tr men most eager to place God in the Constitu- | toward us particularly, with about hia usual amount of un- 
tion are Republicans. Those most forward iu Comstock | fairness and falsehood. The sliarpness of his sting is gone, 
posta!-'aw legislation are Republicans. A Republican took | put the poison of the venom and. the persistency of his hate 
it to Congress and urged it through. A Republican senator | stil] remain, If he can rouse the courage and determination 
introduced it. Republican members passed it. A Repub-|to sting himself to death, it possibly may be one of the 
lican President signed it, A Republican informer and | most appropriate uses he can put himself to. (Those who 
detectiv has prosecuted it with the aid of Republican mar- prefer to change the g in sting to k, of course can do 80.) 
shals, attorneys, and jidges, and when 200,000 people of| -It is not worth while, here, to designate his various mean 
this country petitioned a Republican President to release a attacks, made in his almost dying struggles, as they are 80 
man who had been unjustly convicted and ímp-isoned under | much like the multitudinous efforts in the same line for the 
it, and when the church said to him, “No; keep him in|]ast two years and a half, or more. He has probably in- 
prison,” he disregarded the 200,000 Liberals and listened to | qulged in as great an amount of hatred toward us as one man 
the church, . ^ jorinsect ever felt fora human being before. It began in an 
. These are the facte, and Liberals should not forget them ignoble envy aud jealousy which we did nought to encour- 
in the coming election. The Democrats are undoubtedly | age. We recognized his intellectual attainments, and the 
most in sympathy with Liberals. They hav inserted anj superior opportunities he had enjoyed. We accorded him 
excellent plank in their platform in reference to the sever- | the respect and deference due to a really superior mind, and 
ance of church and state, which is about all the Liberals | on no occasion did we speak ill of him, publicly or pri- 
can ask of them. Both parties are evidently bidding for|vately. But the seed of hatred was planted in the soil of 
the Liberal vote, but we should unite with our best friends | his heart and it germinated and grew vigorously. When 
to oppose our worst enemies. A plank in the Chicago plat- | the minion of the church power caused our arrest, and the 
form against sectarian Schools is well, but it i8 not so terse, prison doors seemed almost to be opening for us, and with 
clear, and comprehensiv as that of Cincinnati. The Demo-| other men, we made an effort to get an unjust law re- 
erats hav promised to be our friends. The Republicans hav pealed, he took open ground against it and did all he 
been our enemies. Let us make a wise choice as to whom | could to thwart our efforts, He did far worse: he applied 
we ally ourselva. . to us such opprobrious epithets as *'libertin," “promoter 
It is premature for us to hav separate candidates of our|of ob:cenity,". "foul Freelover," and much more in the 
own, It would be a futile effort, We could gain nothing same line. He also charged us with forgery, but failed in 
but glory, and a poor article at that. Let us put our|proof. Jie made numerous falee charges against us and 
strength where it will be practical and effectiv. Let us not | said many very false and unkind things. We counted nearly 
throw it away. A majority of us wish to defeat the ecclc-|& hundred falsehoods which he printed in his paper, in 
siastical, priestly party. Ecclesiasticism is our worst foe. | connection with the quarrel he raised, and which continued 
Let us strive to thwart it. Already. are the Witness and | till the méeting of the Liberal League Congress in Byracuse 
other religious papers holding up the superiority of Garfield | in 1878. Because a maj rity of the delegates to that Con- 
as à candidate because he is a religious man, a Christian. | gress preferred the Hon. Elizur Wright to him as President 
Perhaps the same sentiment was more tereely expressed by | his rage, though impotent, kuew no bounds, aud has not 
a somewhat humorous delegate to the Chicago Convention | been assuaged to this day. ` 
from Sin Francisco, After the unexpected nomination of} He has the arrogance to think he js the only man capable 
Garfield, he approached a friend from this city with, | of conducting the Liberal element of this country. He is 
* Well, M—-——, this moana four years more of psalm- | the *' Consensus of the Competent,” to whom all ought to 
singisg in the White House,” Garfield's piety and religious | obsequiously bow. The Liberal League in the hands of 
antecedents will be his principal stock in trade in this cam- | such men as Wright, Green, Palmer, Wakeman, and others, 
paign. (He was formerly a preacher, and Arthur is the son | he thinks has gone to the eternal bow-wows, and is en- 
of a preacher.) In the Witness of June 17th, after laboring | gulfed in indecency and obscenity. This he has cried 
in a long editorial to make it appear that Garfield and Col- | forih and reiterated again and again. Even in his dying 
fax were not 80 very bad iu taking bribes (and then com. | gasp alluded to, he says : ‘‘ The present outlook of Ameri- 
milting perjury about it), it exultivgly exclaims in another | can Liberalism is threatening and black. . There is a 
article : '* What a privilege it is, therefore, to hav the pros. | thunder-storm brewing ahead. [How long since 
pect of a decided Christian, as we believe Mr, Garfield is, | did thunder-storms commence brewing?] . . For two years 
for President of this grand republic! May he be guided | and a half the very worst elementa in society (outside of 


EE by the Holy Spirit in his administration if| the distinctivly criminal class), hav been seizing more and 
elected! 


ambition is to seize them all at last. . . Healthy organi- 
zation-has come to a complete standstill; unhealthy organi- 
zations are springing up like mushrooms all over the land, To 
. go into the work of Liberal organization to-day without the . 
keen vigilance Of which I see no sign at present, would be 
to play directly into the hands of a party that is àn incar- 
nate moral pestilence. It is evident, therefore, that 
the present state of things cannot last, it is utterly incredi- 
ble that the striking shame of it should be forever borne in 
meekness and submission by the intelligent, pure, upright 
people who compose the vast majority of the Liberals, A 
reaction will surely come; but it cannot, now that the 
party of license hav entreached themselves so strongly,come 
without a tempest,” ete., etc. Thus he goes on ; the poor 
little scorpion must hav stung himself, and let it be hoped it 
will eré long be at rest. s 

In another place this poor envenomed thing calls TuE 
TRUTH SEEKER 4 '' mad-dog sheet,” and piteously asks how 
long it will be tolerated by American Liberals. Let it be 
| gently whispered to the poor scorpion that it bids fair to be 
tolerated some time yet. Let him die easily. 

As this consensus of the competent is now about to retire 
from public view, itis well to remember some of his most 
brilliant characteristics: . 

1. He proved himself capable of entering into & plot or 
conspiracy to break down and ruin a competitor who had 
unjustly been sent to prison. à 

2. To enable him to get the material to perform his dirty 
work he proved himself capable of sending a person—a con- 
temptible puppy in human shape—to this city to search for 
private letters, and to smell out the private affairs of certain 
individuals. Po. 

3. When the plot was matured, and the plans all laid, he 
published those private letters in thousands of extra sheets, 
interlarded with slander and lies, and sent them broadcast 
over the land. 

4. To make his poison more effectual he sent his low sheet 
to the friends and patrons of the man he wished to destroy, 
their names being taken from a list stolen from the injured 
man. 

5, He has followed up his Villainous course, using the 
grossest falsehood and misrepresentation, and all in the 
name of “culture,” ‘ purity," and '' morality," until, utterly 
defeated, he is compelled to retire, hors du combat, from the 
‘field. May his like not be seen again. 

We learn he is to hav charge of the education of young 
men—Hebrew and otherwise—and it is ardently to be 
hoped that be will not teach them what he has practiced.. 
Let him not teach those young men to be sneaks, liars, and 
slanderers. Let him teach them decency, truth, and honor. 
Let also all rejoice that the Zndez is now and henceforth to 
be free from poison, venom, malice, and lies ; that it will 
no longer be a nest for scorpions. 


The Signal of Distress. 


The editor of Mind and Matter for June 26th quotes a cry 
of distress, a lusty call for help, made by Bundy in his R -P. 
Journal, and givs, in fact, Bundy's entire wail. Bundy it 
seems is wanting money pretty badly, and he calla upon his 
patrons to pay up their arrearages, and advance a year’s 
subscription, or the paper must ''go up.” His words are 
these : l l 

‘' This money we need ; and it is absolutely essential to 
the life of the paper that every debtor exercise the utmost 
effort to pay at once, There js a widespread notion current 
that we publish a paper for the ‘fun of it,’ having plenty of 
means outside of the income from the Journal. Such is not 
the case, and whenever the paper ceases to be self-aupport- 
ing, should such a time ever come, it will gracefully bid 
adieu to the public and join the large army of similar enter- 
prises ‘gone before.’ . Ifyou fail to respond, your 
loss will be greater than ours. If you want Spiritualism by 
n a paper as the Journal is, you know how it can be 

one, E i 

-Has it indeed come to this? Is Bundy so near “ gone up 
the spout ” that he begins to talk about stopping his paper 
if money is not sent in right away ? Is he in such financial 
straits that he thus has to make the grand hailing sign of 
distress ? Is he indeed so near sinking beneath the billows 
of a righteous retribution ? . : 

It is pretty well known that when 8.3. Jones died the 
Journal was in a successful condition. It had a large cir- 
culation, and had become a financial success. But within 
the two or three years that Bundy has been running it, and 
pursuing his scoundrelly course of lying, slandering, black- 
mailing, and defaming people immensely better than him- 
self, since he has been trying to the utmost to break down 
those in a similar business, it has suffered greatly in conse- 
quence. We do not know as we hav been correctly informed 
that since Bundy commenced his despicable, contemptible, 
and most unjustifiable course towards us while in prison, his 
paying subscribers hav dropped off more than half, but we 
do know, from the letters we hav received, that great num- 
bers of his readers left him in disgust, and now he is hoist- 
ing the signal of distress. 

We wish no harm even to a deadly enemy, We hope 
those who like a paper conducted by an unprincipled, slan- 
dering, lying villain, a man who tries with tne little ability 
he possesses to break down and destroy others, and to 
utterly ruin them financially and in reputation—we trust 
those who wish to sustain such a paper and such a man will 
forward their spare dollars to Bundy at once, The pros- 
pects, from the way he talks, must be cheering for them to 
do go. ‘Yes, help the vile calumniator and traducer, lest he 
lose some of his bread and butter, and. faint by the way. 
We do not wish to exult even over a fallen foe—the man 
who tried to kill us aad destroy us forever—but if his dis- 
honorable sheet is in the dire strait he represents it, it is the 
most pronouuced case of ‘‘ served him right” that we hav 
ever met with. The man who resorts to the most low and 


more the control of organized Liberal movements; and their ' base means to destroy others does not deserva success, Such 
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Kos: 


a paper, such a man is unworthy of the support of honor- 


. able, high-minded people. Hypocrites, liars, and slanderers 


are not the class which American Liberals and Spiritualists 
should sustain, FOE Acer 
The Freethinkers Congress. 

‘We hav been in a somewhat unsettled state of mind as to 
whether we should cross the Atlantic and meet with our 
brother Freethinkers in Brussels next month, and had about 
concluded to let the matter bé decided by our friends and 
patrons over the country, If they cared much about our 
going we presumed they would aid usa little 80 we could 
go, and had about decided if half enough did not thus come 
in we would stay at home and let theCongress get along the 
best way it could without our presence. But since we hav 
perceived that Mr. Abbot, in his last issue of the Zndez, and 
Bundy of the R.-P. Journal are very much opposed to our 
going and think us an unfit person to represent the Free- 
thinkers of America, it has settled the matter in our mind, 
We hav decided to go whether our friends send us the 
money or not, that is, if we can borrow enoügh to go with, 
and we guess we can. GEI X MM 

As for people to represent, there is no lack, Numerous 
organizations hav sent us credentials duly signed and exe- 
cuted, and more are coming in every day. These are inde- 
pendent of TAE TRUTH BEEEKER readers, who number some 


fifty thousand, We are daily receiving earnest assurances. 
ihat they wish us to represent them at Brussels and desire 


us to go. They deem us a good enough representativ for 
them. We do not wish to represent the Abbot-Bundy 
crowd. We do not desire to represent liars, slanderers, de- 
famers, traducers, calumniators of .men, women, and. chil- 
dren, ungentlemanly, dishonorable meddlers and nosers in 
other people's private affairs, buyers and publishers of peo- 


ple's private letters, users of names from an abused man’s w.H 


stolen mail list to send their lying slanders to, and for the 
purpose of doing deadly injury to & man already deeply 


wronged. We do not want to represent such men as will jamp: 


upon a brother, when bound and prostrate, and do all they 
can to help hisenemies beat his brains out, and supply 
those enemies with weapons when theirs are. broken. No, 
we do not wish to represent that. class of lying, sneaking, 
unprincipled scoundrels, vilifiers, and maligners of the 
good and well-disnosed ; nor do we. believe that our broth- 
ers across the water wish that class of villains to be repre- 
sented among them. From all we cau learn of that 
Congress, it is to be composed of gentlemen and persons of 
honor and truth, Whenever there is a Congress gotten up 
of Paul Prys, noser8 into other people's private letters, med- 
dlers, busy-bodies, mischief-makers, tell-tales,  tattlers, 
blackmailers, suborners, falsifiers,. liars, traducers, de- 
famers, hypocrites, self-righteous howlers, Pharisees, plot- 
ters, conspirators, low-lived detectiva, informers, garroters, 
sneaks, assassins, those who try to their. utmost ability to 
injure their fellow-beings, who will.kick and beat a pros- 
trate foe, who will do their utmost to ruin and destroy a 
struggling brother; maligners, befoulers, slanderers, and 
calumniators—yes, when a Congress of this kind is held, we 
shall recommend as fit delegates Abbot, Bundy, and Com- 
stock—the A B C of low: lived villainy and falsehood. 

As to our fitness or unfitness as representativ we hav little 
to say. We can only assert that we hav endeavored to lead 
a decent, honorable, temperate, industrious life. If we hav 
done injustice or wrong to one of our fellow-beings we do 
not know it; and we can truthfully say it was not intended. 
We hav written some private letters, it is true, but they 
were private and harmless, and A., B., C. & Co. had no 
business with them whatever. The wrong that. was com- 
mittéd in writing them was pardoned years ago ; and Abbot 
and Bundy were uselessly and: dishonorably employed in 
digging them up, publishing them, lying about them, cir- 
culating them broadcast over the land, and trying their ut- 
most to ‘‘ raise hell generally " about them. Verily, verily, 
they shall hav their reward. = st 

We are glad to assure our readers that we shall be made 
happy on our European trip by the society of true, honor- 
able Liberal friends, Mr, A. L. Rawson has decided to go; 
our good friend Mr. A. Minski, of Superior, Neb., will ac- 
company us; Mre., Dr. E. B. Foote and Mra. Augusta C. 
Bristol sailed for Europe on Wednesday of this week ; Dr. 
T. S. Andrews and wife, of Kipton, Ohio, are going, 
though they may leave a few days before we do; Mr, Ed- 
mond Gastineau and wife are going, and they are all good 
and true Liberals, and will be fit representative of American 
Freethinkers, Messrs. O. B. Frothinghám, A. E, Giles, 
G. E. Hoffman, and Mrs. Ernestine L. Rose are now in 
Europe, and it is hoped they will be able to attend the Con- 
gress, Mr. Abbot tries to throw out some slurs in reference 
to Mr. Frothingham, but we are very sure Mr. Frothing- 
ham has not authorized Mr. Abbot to be spokesman for 
him, and that he is in sympathy with the Freethinkers of 
America, and not with the exclusiv, self-righteous, extra- 
cultured Pharisees and narrow-souled hypocrits who wish 
to set themselvs up as the ‘‘ Consensus of the Competent.” 

We will not deny that we hav a desire to go to Europe, 
independent of the Congress, We hav for many years 
wished to visit that part of the globe before we ‘ pass in 
our checks,” and believing we shall never be any younger 
than we are this year, we hav thought we would like to go 
now, and thus, by attending the Brussels Congress and hav- 
ing a little recreation also, bs able to kill two birds with one 


stone, or, perbaps, two stones with one bird, And we don't ; 


know but we are justly entiiled to a little. recreation fora 
few weeks, Our renge was rather circumscribed during the 
past year, and now, if we hav an opportunity of enlarging 
it a litle for a few weeks, it may serve to equalize matters 
somewhat. 

We cannos go till Volume IL of The Gods and Rolig- 
ions of Ancient and Modern Times" is finished. It will be 


more than ever. 


out in a few days, It is now in press and will soon make 
its appearance. We expect to leave'about the middle of the 
present month, and to be home again near the middle of 
September. We. hope to be remembered by our numerous 
friends while absent. AD $ 

We will append the names of those who hav contributed 
toward the European trip, and will just once more mod- 


estly observe that if there are still any—and there may he a j 
few—who cannot sleep well nights because they hav not. 


sent us that dollar, they had perhaps better set their minds 
at rest, and giv alittle play to their generosity for once. 
If there is now sad then a newly fledged Liberal, just 
broken loose from the leading-strings of the church, where 
all his spare dollars were expected to be paid in, he may 
wish to giv a dollar on this different occasion. But we 
don’t want to insist, you know, dear friends, — 


` The following are the donations received on the Buro- 
pean mission : MS : : 


James C, Lehmer, $5 00 John Cosgrove, $2 00: 
Mark Rowe, M.D., 5 00 Pittsburgh L. L., 2 00 
Wm, €. Wilson, 500 E. B. Foote, Sr., M.D, 5 00 
John Grimsby, 8.00 Johu Newhouse, 1.00 
Geo. Geer, 500 Jacob Soble, 1 00 
J. T. Crosby, 100 Samuel Heath 100 
B, F. Hyland, 100 E L. Sandford, : 1.00 
James D. Sutherland, 2.00 Julius. Reichhelm, 100 
Louis Schrader, 300 Maria L. Follett, 100 
A, Minski, 3.00 John W. Sherry, ` 1.00 
Ernest Rhein, 3 00 E. Sweeting, 1.00 
Mrs, Eliza H. Fales, 200 ^" James Hampson, 1.00 
Mr, Burton, '" 2.00 Peter Soule, 1 00 
D. J. Sherer, 2.00 M, P. Thurston, 1,00 
P. Brinkerhoof, 2,00 A. Lavon, 50 
P. Hillenkamp, 200 John Warr 1 00 
Thos. Peet 100 J, Deming, 1.00 
Miss. Auna Knoop, 100 Mrs, E. D. Slenker, 1.00 
D. 8. Lampher, 100 Thos . Fair, 100 
W. H. Kerr ' .50 Wa, Fray, 1.00 
A. F. Albright, 100 ` 

; PLEDGED. 
D. R. Burt, - 5 00 E. E Curtis, 2.00 
Courilandt Palmer, $500 T. L. Brown, M.D., $1.00 
Mrs. Maggie E. Clark, 100 George Smith, 100 
Washington McCann, 1.00 


F., J. Emary, : 100 
Sugan Reicherter - 100 ! 


e 
The Case of Mr. Bradlaugh. 

The English House of Commons has degraded itself in 
the eyes of the intelligent and growing Liberalism of the 
world; it has renewed the work of the Inquisition, and is 
oppressing a worthy man on account of his theological and 
religious views. It isa most extraordinary spectacle which 
that government is at this time presenting to the world. 
Charles Bradlaugh, & man of intelligence, probity, and 
moral worth, having been legally and clearly elected a 
member of the House of Commons by the voters of North- 
ampton, has been refused a seat by that body because he 
does not subscribe to the Christian creed, including the 
Thirty-nine Articles of the old theological platform. He 
first objected to taking the prescribed Christian oath, and 
wished to affirm. That privilege was denied, When, upon 
further reflection, he concluded to take the oath with such 
mental reservations as would not do violence to his con- 
science, he was refused the right to take the oath 
When he again presented himself as the member duly 
elected by the citizens of Northampton, he was peremp- 
torily refused a seat by the Tory or relig'ou: party of the 
house; and when he refused to abandon his right and leave 
the floor, he was placed under arrest and confined in prison 
for a whole day. Thus a duly elected member of the 
House of Commons, bearing the mandate of his constitu- 
ents, and vested with the one vital and all-absorbing func- 
tion of the English Constitution, is refused his seat, and is 
even thrown into prison, for asserting the sacred rights of 
the electors, violated in his person, When it is borne in 
mind that this display of religious intolerance takes place 
in the year 1880, and in the country which vaunts itself as 
the mother and home of free thought aud free speech, well 
may the world stand appalled with consternation and hor- 
ror. Itis a monstrous and almost incredible proceeding, 
and tells us in thunder tones of the oppressiv power which 
the church still holds over ths rights of the people and the 
individual. : : a 

It is a most disgraceful exhibition of high-handed bigo- 
try and theological domination over the most sacred 
rights guaranteed by custom and the Constitution. 
conduct can only produce a feeling of resentment and 
indignation on the part of all fair-minded people in the 
world, It is an attempt of the theological party to crush 
and trample to the earth the right of & man to maintain his 
honest convictions. It is the same spirit which lighted the 
fires of Smithfield, Geneva, and hundreds of other places 
where millions of the human race hav been tortured to 
death because they had not found favor in the eyes of the 
theological party, and because they dared to do a little of 
their own thinking. It is saddening to see the spirit of 
intolerance and persecution thus again aroused and asserted 
in high places and where it should not be looked for. It 
must serve to alarm us on this side of the Atlantic, and 
show us still more clearly the character of the same foe 
with which we ourselvs hav to contend, 

Mr. Bradlaugh, however, has shown himself a hero—a 
sturdy defender of his own rights and the rights of his legal 
constituents. Upon regaining his liberty he has appealed 
directly to the people. He is making vigorous and eloquent 
speeches to the people of Northampton. His méetings are 
being largely sttended, and the greatest degree of enthusi- 
asm in his favor is aroused. Sympathy for the wrongs that 
hav been done him comes to him from all paris of the 
world. His friends in this country are fervid and out. 
spoken, The tyranny of the theological power is denounced 
It is only a question of time, Such in- 


Such |. 


justice from the party in power must inevitably work its 
own defeat and aid inits final overthrow. The right will 
be triumphant when kingly ənd priestly despots are hurled 
to the earth. Bradlaugh will ere long be permitted to take 
his geat in Parliament; he will triumph over his enemies 
and cver the inquisitorial, intolerant, persecuting power of 
the ecclesiastical party which is trying so hard to crush 
him. Bradlaugh and truth must win, Religious tyranny 
and oppression must go to the wall. 
ooo 


Is It Father or Son? 

On June 98d the daily Zrut printed a long account 
about the disposition of Anthony Comstock to not 
pay his just butcher's and grocer’s bills, Since it was 
printed one of the reporters of Truth had an interview with 
his Dirtiness in which he denied that it was he who did 
not pay his grocer's bille, but that father of his who has 
often made him ashamed by his improper conduct. It is 
unsafe to giv full credence to anything the son may say. 


| If he tells the straightforward truth it is a departure from 
‘his usual course. 


His explanation about those unpsid 
butcher's and grocer’s bills is not entirely satisfactory. 
There are those who think that the son who is drawing a 
salary of eighty dollars a week for most miserable services, 
should see that his poor aged father is not under the neces- 
sity of cheating grocers, butchers, and bakers out of the 
money that justly belongs to them. It is well known that 
the son has unfeclingly suffered his aged parent to be 
brought to the very verge of starvation. But for the charity 
of friends, in no wise related to him, it is believed the old 
man would hav starved. Many and many a day has the old 
man walked the streets of this great city without a mouth- 
ful of food to put into his stomach, his naked toes sticking 
out of a miserable pair of shoes and in the celdest of 
weather, while the son was drawing the snug salary of $80 
every week. What does he care for his parent so that 
Colgate and Crosby approve his vile conduct ? ' 


Equaling Jesus in Fasting. 

Our Liberal friend, Dr. Tanner, of Minneapolis, Minn., 
now in this city, within the last few days commenced at 
Clarendon Hall, for scientific purposes, a protracted fast of 
forty days. Dr. Hammond and several other regular physi- 
cians insist that the thing is impossible, but we believe it 
can be done. Dr, Tanner three years ago passed forty-two 
days without tasting a mouthful of food. He has narrated 
to us all about his experience during those forty-two days, 
and as he is not a Christian we think he can be believed, 
This long fast, as now, was self-imposed, but we think it 
requires more self-government and wil!-power than we could 
well command, When we hav sometimes gone eight 
cr ten hours without eating, we felt as though we could 
not stand it any way in“the world; how then must a 
person feel about the thirtieth or fortieth day? The 
Doctor says the pangs of hunger were the keenest about the 
eighth or ninth day, after which the acute hunger gradu- 
ally subsided, though the weakness increased. He fell off 
in flesh some twenty pounds, if we remember correctly, aud 
his friends, who did not know that he was fasting, became 
alarmed about him, and thought, he was going off with a 
rapid consumption, Dr, Tanner says such protracted fast- 
ing is a splendid means of curing many chronic diseases, 
especially those which depend upon an impure Condition of 
the blood. He insists that scrofula, salt rheum, and even 
secondary syphilis can thus be effectually cured. The the- 
ory certainly seems reasonable, We long hav thought fast- 
ing a very excellent mode of curing attacks of disturbed 
stomach, headache, feverishness, etc. In point of economy 
it certainly excels all other pathies we know of. To stop 
taking food is certainly much cheaper and better than mak- 
ing a drug shop of the stomach, cr having doctors to pay 
two visits a day at $3.00 each. Dr. Tanner is now con- 
stantly under the inspection of able physicians, who report 
from day to day that he takes no food whatever. We do 
not intend to try the experiment of fasting forty days just 
yet awhile. We will goto Europe first, anyway. We had 
rather yield the point that in this respect Jesus Christ and 
Dr. Tanner can excel us. But when it comes to being 
tempted by the devil for forty days and nights, we will not 
abandon our post. We are not afraid of him. Only let us 
hav à reasonably full stomach, and we will defy him to do 
his worst. 


Freeville Meeting. 


Mrs, Colby and Mrs. Smith are engaged to attend a meet- 
ing at Freeville, N. Y., on Sunday, July 4, st which time 
a very large gathering is anticipated, Persons wishing their 
services can address them as above. 

e 


“The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Mod- 
ern Times.” 


The following is what H. L. Green says of the above- 
entitled work iu Mind and Matter : 


The old adage says, ‘‘Giv the devil his due," and there- 
fore we must giv a little credit to Comstock, Probably if 
he had not sent D, M. Bennett to the Albany Penitentiary 
we should not have had written “Ths Gods and Religions 
of Aucient and Modern Times," which is one of the most 
valuable theological works that has recently been published, 
Forthelast wcek I hav been reading the first volume, and 
Tam greatly pleased with it, Mr. Bennett not only givs us 
much from bis well-stored mind on the subjects treated of, 
but givs us also what has been written on these subjecta by 
the best and most di:tinguished thinkers of this and former 
ages, It is a most admirable work for reference, and no 
person who désires to be well informed on the issues that 


divide the orthodox and Liberal world can afford to do. 


without it. It is a very large work, the first volume con- 
taining 889 pages. I can’t see how Mr. Bennett could hav 
written so much while in prison, or how he can afford to 
publish it so cheap—the two volumes for $5.00. 


AIG 
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Mr. Mair’s Reply. 


Mr. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: In reply to your 
introductory letter permit me to say that I regret 
using the words in my note, “ uncalled-for misrepre- 
sentation, blasphemy, and obscenity,” because you 
have taken them asa personal charge against your- 
self, I did not intend my letter, when I wrote it, 
for publication, as it was merely a private note, to 
which I asked a reply also by letter. But since you 
have called for substantiation, I shall give my 
reasons for applying the words “ misrepresentation,” 
and “obscenity” to parts of your paper, omitting 
blasphemy, to which you do not object. This latter 
word, however, I would say for myself, was not used 
as an anticipative argument. 

In the abstract of Col. Ingersoll’s lecture in your, 
issue of May 29th, are these words : “ After a while, 
we are told that this wise God thought he wovld 
try his hand on a new race, so he selected the 
Hebrews. . . He paid no attention to educated 
Greece. He totally overlooked the Roman people 
with their advanced civilization." With those who, 
are unacquainted with history the sarcasm might 
have some weight, but to ordinarily well informed 
people who know that at the date of the callof. 
Abraham neither “educated Greece,” nor “the 
Roman people with their advanced civilization,” had | 
ever begun to exist, the whole thing would seem 
merely a flourish of rhetoric. This is what I call a 
misrepresentation. 

In the same paper I consider the article entitled 
* Abrahams Bosom” obscene. Such language as. 
“damned mean enemies” (issue of June 5th), “al 
damned fool,” and the witticism as to the “ attrac- | 
tions of Abraham’s antiquated wife,”etc., are to me' 
obscene, I consider the morbid delight with which 
the sins and filthiness of many professed Christians 
(especially clergymen) is paraded before the public 
in “Notes and Clippings,” obscenity. Even if 
Christianity be false these are things to sorrow over, 
not to exult and scoff at. But you will believe me' 
when I say that I did not mean any offense by the 
language used, and would not have used it had I 
known the letter was to have been made public. As 
to the alleged obscenity of the Bible, I presume that 
will be a proper topic to introduce further on in our 
discussion. 

I wished to confine argument to the Bible itself | 
for several reasons. If it is a book inspired by God 
he can and will authenticate it to every soul that 
honestly seeks him. “If any man will do his will 
he shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God.” 
If the book itself is false, no arguments of its bene- 
ficial effects can make the religion it teaches of an 
force. If it be true, no objections against it, drawn | 
from the disloyalty of its professed followers are of 
auy avail. There is the book; it shrinks not from 
the most searching criticism, provingly answering 
the need of men, as nothing else can, by its unity, 
by its prophecy, by its morality, by the known 
answers of a living Savior to the calls of those who 
receive the book, proving by all these, and many 
other infallible proofs to those who honestly study 
it, its divine origin. And this is a proof that can! 
not be overturned by any sophistry or ingenuity of | 
men, available alike to the most illiterate as to the 
most learned. 

However, I will at your desire, open the discus- 
sion to all that legitimately belongs to the subject, 
premising at the same time that I have as many 
objections to Christendom as you have, as a corrup- 
iion which scripture itself foretold, and from which it 
. warns me to Separate myself. And please understand 
me, I do not defend anything but what I find taught 
in the scriptures, and I willnot discuss what you 
call ** Christianity as taught elsewhere," neither do I 
desire to palliate or deny the vileness of many who 
professed to be followers of Christ, But I will dis- 
cuss every one of your propositions as far as they 
prove aught against the genuineness, authenticity, 
or divine inspiration of the Bible, and shall trust to 
your honor and manliness not to charge Christianity 
with the evils of Christendom which have been 
brought on only by disloyalty to the teachings and 
doctrines of the book it professed to obey. 

As the next article will be the commencement of 
the discussion proper, might there not be a more 
condensed arrangement of the propositions? For 
instance, the first, second, third, and fifth might be 


Discussion. | 
| 
| 
| 


8, The miracles related therein affirm the same. 


authorship. 


and his virgin mother; 2. Other so-called saviors 
and redeemers have been believed in and reported 
to have been crucified and to have died on the cross 
many hundreds of years before the same was said 
of Jesus; and, 3. There is not a dogma, rite, sac- 
rament, or ceremony in Christianity that did not 
exist in pagan systems from five hundred to two 
thousand years before Christianity was known in 


! the world.” 


Upon reflection, I should like, with your permis- 
sion, to rearrange the succeeding propositions as 
follows : 

Second thesis. Miracles and supernatural achieve- 
ments have been as fully and as truly ascribed to 
other teachers and founders of religion as to Jesus. 

Third thesis. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unhistorical; it is not corroborated 
by contemporaneous history. 

Firstly. It was not written by Jesus himself nor 
by his apostles. 

Secondly. What are called the four gospels are 
unauthentic or spurious productions. Not one was 
written by the one whose name it bears, and not 
one was known to be in existence until one hundred 
and fifty years after the time of the reported death 
of Jesus. 

Thirdly. There were large numbers of what were 
called gospels and epistles in the first few Christian 
centuries which were not admitted into the Christian 
canon, but vied with them in correctness, and were 
as much entitled to be admitted as a large majority 
of the books that were called inspired and were 
accepted as such. 

Fourthly. The early Christian Fathers were de- 
signing, hypocritical, and dishonest. Their conten- 
tions and quarrels about matters of faith and the 
authenticity of certain gospels and epistles continued 
for centuries. 

Fourth thesis. The teachings of Jesus are de- 
fective in morals, intelligenóe, and scientific infor- 
mation, and, so far as they are of value, his moral 
precepts and teachings were equaled by many sages 
and teachers who preceded him. The Bible itself 
was written by men illy informed in scientific 
knowledge, and does not harmonize with the facts 
and principles in nature known to be true. 

Fifth thesis. The doctrines and claims of Chris- 


Y|tianity have been a curse instead of a blessing to 


mankind in many respects. Instead of being a 
religion of love it has been a religion of hate, con- 
tention, war, and bloodshed. 

It has fostered ignorance, superstition, and false- 
hood, and has retarded education and science in the 
world. : 

It recognizes and supports the most obnoxious 
systems of kingcraft and priesteraft, upholding 
slavery, despotism and every form of oppression in 
its assertion that all power is of God. 

Asa proof of the above, the leaders and bright 
stars of the Christian church have been among the 
worst tyrants and oppressors of human liberty the 
world has known. 

Sixth thesis. The Bible and Christianity have 
oppressed woman and have deprived her of the 
rights to which by nature she is justly entitled. 

Seventh thesis. The Bible and Christianity are 
unprogressive in their nature. They are founded 
upon the doctrine and authority of God himself 
and are therefore incapable cf progress and im- 
provement. While all branches of art, mechanism, 
science, architecture, and agriculture are capable of 
progress, the Bible and Christianity admit of none, 

Eighth thesis. The Bible and Christianity do not 
teach the highest class of truth and the best variety 
of religion which mankind are capable of receiving. 
They are of the past, not the present; and as they 
cost incomputable treasures in labor and money to 
sustain them, and as science, reason, and truth teach 
us afar better and truer religion at only a moiety 
of the other, the world should discard the former 
and embrace the latter. 


In conclusion, to notice your kind permission to 


2. The unity of the Bible proves its divine origin. 


4, The prophecies of the Bible contirm its divine 


The opening thesia, then, of our discussion will be, 
“ Christianity is neither new or original, being bor- 
rowed or copied from much older systems of relig- 
ion, for, 1. The belief in an offspring being begot- 
ten by a God upon a human virgin is nearly a thou- 
sand years older than the mythical story of Jesus 


made into one thesis ; number four into another ;| obtain the assistance of my “ friends, the clergy,” 
number six another; number seven another; the/allow me to say that as I do not find in the New 
eighth, ninth, and tenth into another; the eleventh, | Testament any authority for the Episcopalian or 
twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth would | priestly idea of clergy, I repudiate the office as 
coalesce as another; numbers sixteen, seventeen, and | earnestly as you; and as to asking their assistance, 
eighteen as another ; numbers nineteen to twenty- | while I cannot but admire your magnanimity in 
three another; number twenty-four another; and giving me this permission, I yet prefer to rely on 
number twenty-five the last, making ten distinct my own research and reading for historical notes 
theses. After the discussion of these I should then and on the spirit of God to teach me to reply to any 
ask permission to take the initiative in affirming the ‘sophistry as to his own peerless book. 
following : You “ trust that " I “ will enter into this” discus- 
1, The progressive order of transactions related sion “thoroughly.” I want to do so, Let us, then, 


ia the Old and New Testaments prove their divine have facts and truths and authorities, and not mere 
origin, : 


[assertions without proof, and argument instead of 


ridicule and jest, which are ever confessions of 
weakness. 
In the hope of receiving the former in your proof 
of this first thesis, I remain, sincerely yours, 
i G. M. Marr. 


Moses Hull and the R.-P. Journal. 


To THE EDITOR or Tue TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: That old 
Roman virtue, which said, ''Saul, thou art permitted to 
speak for thyself," seems, if ever any of it belonged to that 
Western sheet called the R.-P. Journal, to hav died out, 
The Journal regularly traduced and denounced me during 
thelife of that archvillain 8. 8. Jones, and all for no other 
reason than because I compelled him to pay an honest debt, 
8 thing he never would do if he could avoid it. Since hig 
death, I had hoped, for the good of the Journal and Spir- 
itualism, it would become more honest; but alas, the leop- 
ard cannot change his spots. The following letter was 
written to the Journal sometime since, and as it fully explans 
itself I only ask you as a lover of fair play to giv it a 
place, 

Permit me to say I am glad you hav gone for Underwood 
in the way you hav. There is more of the same yet to 
come. As ever, Moses HULL, 
Belvidere, IN , June 18, 1880. 


MOSES HULL ASKS FOR JUSTICE, 


Editor R.-P. Journal: Y believe I never asked a favor of 
you or the Journal ; I do not now ask or desire any favors, 
I only ask for justice ; and that, not so much for my sake 
as to test your fidelity to the standing motto on your first 
page. In former years, the Journal denounced me very 
bitterly—whether it made anything or I lost by the denun- 
ciations, I do not know. Under its present management 
there has been less of that vindictiv spirit, but the ''leop- 
ard " has not wholly *' changed his spots." 

When the Bennett letters were published, my name was 
dragged into comments in a false light. Not one word con- 
cerning me in that article had even a shading of truth. 

Afterward when the Second Society of Spirituelists of 
New York, unsolicited by myself, employed me, some edi- 
torial comments were made by the Journal, which took the 
position that I had brought disgrace on every other speaker 
who had occupied or would occupy that rostrum, I was 
compared to a mad dog,etc. It appears, however, that the 
speakers thought and still think differently, as the society 
has more than a dozen applications from good speakers 
for every Sunday in the year. 

My February engagement did not kill the Society, (in 
fact, no society ever died er dwindled on my hands,) but 
made a universal demand for my services in April, The 
April engagement caused the Society by unanimous vote to 
call me back for the five Sundays of May. During the 
nine Sundays of April and May, the Society paid every 
cent of its former debts, hired a larger hall at a greatly in- 
creased expense and paid its running expenses, in so much 
that at the end of the engagement its board of officers unan- 
imously passed the following: 


** As this is the closing lecture of Bro. Hull's ministra- 
tion, we cannot forbear a word of just comment upon his 
course, He has given to us food, pure and unadulterated ; 
lecures filled with instructions, profound, yet plain of com- 
prehension, replete with logic and full of knowledge, His 
stock of proof seems inexhaustible, while his manner of 
meeting argument is fearless, he knowing whereof he 
speaks, We hav to thank him for strength gained ; for 
courage added; for light in the way of truth. Would that 
we might giv him a testimony of more value than words. 
Our kindest wishes shall follow him, and we shall hope for 
oe return at no distant day that our hungry souls may be 
ed." 


On the same day that the above was read to a very large 
and respectable audience, and was received with a storm of 
applause, I bought a copy of the R.-P. Journal and in it 
read the following from Giles B. Stebbins : 


“The Second Society of Spiritualists employs different 
speakers and seems to bein good condition. Mr. Weiden, 
the main manager, is I judge a man of good intentions, but 
has made a grave mistake in employing Moses Hull, a vul- 
gar and notorious F'reelover, according to his own statement, 
who has never made any sign of repentance, but holds his 
tongue on that subject like a moral coward, finding it 
p3ys poorly to bea martyr, and evidently wanting to get 
into favor with the Spiritualists. Let him alone to go his 
Own way.” 


It was to call attention to this that I took my pen. Of 
course I know the animus which prompts all such state- 


ments as the above, but of that I will not speak. Ionly ask . 


space to analyze Mr, Stebbins’ etatement—to sift out its 
errors and falsehoods, 

1. "Mr. Weldon made a grave mistake.” Did he? Was 
it a mistake to get a man there who held a large audience 
from first to lust? Whose moral character is without a 
stain? A managainst whom no man, woman, Or child will 
pretend to bring a charge? One who finds the Society in 
debt and leaves it free from debt ? One who tella them, as 
they all say, more truths than they ever heard in their 
lives before? Is that a mistake? Then I submit that 
Giles B, Stebbins, and not Moses Hull, should hav been tbe 
speaker, 

2. * A. vulgar and notorious Freelover.” 

I wish Mr. Stebbins had been more explicit, He accuses 
moe of being vulgar; what is that? Does he mean that I am 
one of the common people? If so, I plead guilty. Or does 
he mean low, ill-bred? If so, Y deny thé charge and call 
upon him for proof. 

Iam a “notorious Freelover." Yes, I ama Freelover, not 
88 notorious, however, as I wish I was. Is Mr. Stebbins a 
Freelover? does he know of any bond-love, slave-love, or 
any love that ig not free? If so he will confer a favor by 
telling what that love ig, and where it is to be found. 

% “Moses Hull bag made no sign of repentance," Re 


vuv 
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pentance of what? What isa sign of repentance? Shall -possible any more, Most people blame the times and the | the name who wil! not feel a desire to purchase this great 
I goto Pope Stebbins and confess ? Confess that I hav | people, and ascribe it to the corruption of the age. But the | Work, not only as a personal tribute to a man who has 
loved? that I love now ? God ia love; shall I confess to a | least reflection ought to convince any person that the sys- | vicariously suffered for our rights, but also for its own 
little of the God-power ? Iam called upon to repent of be- | tem itself isto blame. It is a system that would lead to | intrinsic merits ? 

lieving in freedom, that greatest of boons, and, to repent of | corruption and bad faith among the stermest Puritans and| I wish-I was able to put a copy in every library in the 
love, the one attribute more exacting than all others, No, | Spartans in times of great commercial activity and partisan | world. It would do more to open the eyes of the god- 
Mr. Btebbins, let your guillotine fall; I prefer it to an entree strife. It is a system adapted only to the simplest manners | believers than almost any other book. If you wish to 
into your august presence at such a sacrifice as you require, | and customs. To-day the bribes increase with the lures and | divest a man of religious beliefs, set him seriously to 

4. I am accused of holding my tongue on that subject. | temptations, The modern representativ is situated very examining all the religions of the world, and h qi ; 
When? Where? On what occasion? Come, Bro. Steb-| differently from his predecessors of half a century ago. No j from the task an Infidel to all of the S e will rise 
bins, explanations are now in order. indeed! Unless ignorance, coldness, and want of oppor-|; A Posi E m. Justso with god- 

5. Lam amoral coward, When did Bro. Stebbins find | tunity may be ranked as virtues, we are not whit worse than isms, Any array of gods brought one after another under 
that out? How strange! the king of moral cowards calling | our forebears, Let us therefore be wise in time, and skil- the stern criticism of reason and common gense makes 
the man of all the world, who has always dared, a moral j fully remove the weak and rotten supports ere the mighty them appear s0 Woak, frivolous, and absurd that one is 
coward! Could Bro. Stebbins hav been ''clothed and in | structure fall, Of course what is here suggested will prc- go mpelled to reject the very best of them as empty delu- , 
his right mind,” when he made that cbarge? Now, to show | voke the laughter, the scorn and derision, of the class that sions and baseless dresms, 
where the moral cowardice is, I hereby challenge Mr. Steb-|lives by the abuses of statute making. They hate the cry “ The finite is for us the gleaming whole; 
bins to meet me in oral discussion on the notorious Free- of reform as badly as do the pampered flunkies of a careless Here all divinity, all glory lies, 
love question. Bro. Stebbins here is a chance to show your | master despise the word economy. But no matter. This All we can dream ox hope of paradiso: 
courage. Meet me face to face; prove these things, or slink | government was founded for the great, laboring, toiling 
back into the coward’s Castle. millions, and is their very own. That others may liv under 

6. “I want to gain favor with the Spiritualists.” and enjoy it is a mere accident—a result of its catholic 

How does he know? I hav never asked Spiritualists for | spirit. These masses want the most economical, simple 
an appointment in my life. I am a Spiritualist—hav been | government that is possible, and will finally hav it. : 
for seventeen years. I havin many respects gone beyond| Oregon, Mo. HOLT, 
the majority of mere phenomenalists ; I am not sorry ; I — ———— —— 
am glad, I curry no favors. The Spiritualists and all 
others are hereby publicly invited to never ask me to go to 
their platforms to speak until they can accept me as Iam 
and my gospel as it is, and want me because I am what I 
am, and because I say what I please. 

Hoping, Mr. Editor, that these lines will disabuse the 
minds of honest Spiritualists with regard to my seeking to 
ingratiate myself into their favors, and assuring you that my 
time is fully occupied, not only every Sunday but every 
day, I subscribe myself. . 

“The vulgar and notorious Freelover," Moszs HULL., 


Oo 


A Few More Figures. 


There is loud call for reform in law-making. There is 
not one intelligent voter out of each thousand who Will dis. 
pute the serious need of such reform. All agree that there 
are too Many laws made, amended, or altered, This great 
evil was observed Many years ago, and biennial and trien- 
nial sessions of legislatures suggested as the remedy. But 
this was soon ‘discovered to be a postponement of the evil 
and no mitigation. Now 1 hav before said that the evil is 
in the system, which has outlived its day. The representa- 
tiv system of law-making should be abolished.. But what 
can we do without it? We reply that the very things that 
hav made the system out of date hav made it practicable 
for the people to do their own law-making, namely, the 
railway and telegraph systems, Time was when everythiog 
moved slowly and legislativ bodies were harmless. To-day 
the accidental body of men chosen from various points and 
places in some central locality is immediately surrounded 
by, exposed to, and made the creature of innumerable temp- 
tations. There are to-day a thousand schemes, conspira- 
cies, plang, for one that originated fifty years ago. And to- 
day the sentiments of a whole nation can be gathered in a 
few hours. It is now practicable for the people to vote for 
or against every necessary statute proposed, The fact is 
that not more than from four to ten bills out of every hun- 
dred proposed is ever passed. Two-thirds of all the bills 
passed are repeals or amendments of existing statutes, while 
many of the other third are merely local or personal and 
should be provided for by general law in almost every case. 
Let us take the history of our Congress. Here is a table 
compiled by the New York Hoening Post, republished in 
the Chicago Tribune of last Toursday (May 20tb). From it 
we learn that the Congress of 1837-9 introduced 1,965 bills 
and passed 114; the next Congress introduced 1,406 bills 
and passed 55; the next Congress introduced 1 384 bills and 
passed 201. Each Congress from 1843 upto 1803 introduced 
about an average of 1,500 bills, and passed an average 
of about 180 bills, Congress the 39th introduced over 
2,300 bills ; the 40.h Congress introduced over 3.700 bills; 
the 41st over 5,900 bille, and each passed from eight to ten 
hundred, The 43d Congress had 6,485 introduced, and 
858 passed. The 44th Congress had 6,230 introduced and 
719 passed. The 45th Congress had 8,736 introduced and 
742 passed. This Congress, the 46:h, ia but half over and 
already over 7,900 bills are introduced. Here we see isa 
great and growing evil. It must end, it will end if end it 
does, in violence and bloodshed. T'he only way to prevent 
this is by timely discussion and so opening ail eyes and mak- 
ing nearly all agree on it that the evil must be abated. Rs- 
form is out of the question, and will, like those old slavery 
compromises, merely cover up the ugly spots, giv longer 
time for the evil parasites that hav thriven by the opportu- 
nity to fortify their positions, until finally such intolerable 
abuse results that some mighty explosiv protest must occur. 
Those who favor simple reform admit that what are called 
the annual billsare not over fifty each year aud cover all the 
requirements of each year. How easy to provide for such 
by a general act. It is doubtful if there is outside of such 
bills any need for one act & year besides, Remember that 
at all times government is in operation under a volume of 
statutes that has been found ample in the past. A small 
tribunal or committee to draft such a law as may be clam- 
mored for and to tender it to the people to be voted on at 
any general election to take the place of Congress and 
state legislature, with some provision for supposed emer- 
gencies, would be a great improvement on the present sys- 
tem. This would be government by the people indeed. $ : 
As it is we are governed by these legislatures and Congrese, | one who make: the slightest pretense to scholarship ; and 
who betray usin the interests of whoever and whatever in this work of Mr, Bennett's we hav a whole library in two 
choose to bribe them.; There is not a man living who | convenient volumes, printed iu large, clear type, that 


dows not smeer at the yery idea of Jegislatiy purity belng l almost reads of iteel!, Js there a single Infidel worthy of 


It is our heaven. and all that we can be, 
Our mortal or immortr!] destiny,” 


Snowville, Va., June 1. ELMINA DRAKE SLENXKER. 


Letter from 0. A. Phelps to H. L. Green. 


SALAMANCA, N. Y., June 10, 1880, 
Book Notice. . Dear Bno. BENNETT: I inclose a very interesting and 
. enthusiastic letter from Prof O. A. Phelps. If you can 
FRIEND BENNETT: I hav received and re-read ‘‘ The} find space for it, I would like to see it published in Tum 
Clergyman’s Victims,” and it has been almost as interesting | TRorg SEEKER. Fraternally yours H. L GREEN. 
to me on the second reading as it was while it ran through CHANUTE xum ra 9 1800. 


Tax TRUTH SEEKER, 
; : R ] : Dear Friend Green; My debate at Osage Missi 
Itis a simple narrativ of t s ER A EO. WAS 
p ud f the strong and powerful influ a grand opportunity for Liberalism. An audience of six 


ence à preacher has over the ladies of his congregation, and : CIS 
more especially the young and single girls of his church— i aa cu Mim ue LN m E 


an influence which when wielded as was that of the Rev. Am arrangisg for another debate with Mr. Pool at the same 


Cloud Elmer, for selfish and sensuous purposes, is one of ; : 
t dangerous and di A : place, and also at Burlington, upon the following proposi- 
the most danger nd disastrous that can be imagined. tions: 1. The theory of evolution explains the genesis of 


Looked up to with simple, girlish trust and confidence as | creation, 2. The evidence of the resurrection, of Jesus is 
one who is next to God himself in goodness, nobleness, and | pot sufficient to establish a fact. 8. The teachi f 
holines8; the friend, adviser, and guide; the confidant of Bible are à constant menace and sóure fd E the 
all the most sacred and secret thoughts and feelings of the form of government, Am also arranging to m ia M 
heart, having unlimited access at all times to their presence, Cunningham of Odessa, Missouri, in Egan this fall. d 

f j z 


isit any wonder that the results are as depicted in this Why is it that there has never a word appeared about the 
‘o'er true tale" of Mrs, Ball—terrible, sickening, and formation of the League at Scundia, my last trophy? 


calamitous in the extreme? ; 
: A 7 P Saall probably go to Colorado this summer for a few 
It is to be hoped this little book may find its way into wecks, returning in time to participate in the Bismarck 
thousands of homes, where its earnest, thrilling utterances Convention 


and simple, true philosophy will help to create a newer and | w i T ; 
SE : : : eare prepared ia Kansas to make a political 

happier dispensation. I cordially recommend it to all thy Mute e shall probably do 80 two Lisa Oui 
readers as an interesting tale and one that is well adapted | platform wil probably contain these among its demands: 
S ean ir aia nA ae docere de the | Taxation of church property, repeal of the entire Sunday 
: Mint d alend oai Boe T itus E his coun: | law. exclusion of the Bible from the public schools, and the 
ime Sod used y & Res ATA Work and | discontinuance of religious «xercises in the state Legislature, 
piii Va Tone 18. 1880 A i 8 and other planks of a kindred nature, It has been suggested 
VU UEM S l C RLENK ER, by some one tuat the Liberals should concentrate upon some 
[v advanced state like Kansas, and thus establish a ''prece- 
Mrs. Slenker on the “‘ Gods.” dent." It would bea good idea. Ithiuk about two cam- 


: x : . paigns will giv us the victory. 

aS YQ os Da wok. Whe cine Me ee a secu 
duces the article in these words : Your yery truly, Or Ac PHRERS, 

«Mrs. Blenker's glowing eulogy of D M, Bennett's new 
work, 'The Gods and Religions of Aucient and Modern 
Times,’ is, we believe, thoroughly deserved by that produc- 
tion, the first volume of which is now out. The book was 
written and compiled by Mr. Bennett while in prison, a 
convict for the hideous crime of mailing a copy of * Cupid's 
Yokes,’ a small pamphlet published by E. H, Hey wood, of 
Princeton, Mass." 

The following is the ‘‘ glowing eulogy ” referred to. 


A Pious Fraud. 


To tum EDITOR or THe TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The state 
of Colorada established at Boulder a university which has 
been in successful operation for three years. The Metho- 
dists of Colorado in 1864 chartered the Colorado Seminary 
at Denver under the control of their confereuce, It had a 
sickly existence for a few yeara, and to quote their own 
language, “a debt incurred for running expenses, and 
placed at a high rate of interest, ultimately sent the prop- 
erty to sale." 

Tne last &nnual conference proposed to re-open it on 
September 1, 1880, and in the pamphlet issued, they say: 
** We need the nelp of every friend of Christian education 
in Colorado in this work," To show the basis upon which 
this Christian education i8 to be built, they go two thou- 
sand miles from home and insert an advertisement as the 
“ University of Colorado, and suppress the fact that it is a 
denominational boarding-school seminary, and display the 
allurirg card that ‘‘ non-resident students liv with the Pres- 
ident." But let the following piece, clipped from the 
Boulder News and Courier of Colorado, of June 11, 1880, 
speak, as it dues, for itself : 

HEALTH AND LEARNING COMBINED, 


CoronaADno, DENVER, 

University of Colorada.—For both sexes. Opens Sept. 1. 
Non-resident students liv with the President. First-class 
advantages at reasonable cost. 

The above is an exict copy of a card published in Serié- 
ners Monthly. There has evidently been a serious mistake 
somewhere. If not, then something more serious than & 
mistake, But it is hardly conceivable that an institution 
founded expressly for the inculcation of religious knowledge 
would stars out with a deliberate aad intentional appropri- 
ation of »n honored title not its own. If 80, it will need to 
be corrected by gecular power according to secular ideas of 
righteousness. Will some good Methodist in Denver rise 
and explain ? 


The Constitution of Colorado forever prohibits the appli- 
cation of any religious test, also the appropriation of pub- 
lic funds for any sectarian purposes whatever, by any 
school district, township, county, towa, City, or state, 80 
our good Methodist brethren are headed off from the funds, 
but, as the sequel shows, not from stealing the title of a 
state institution of lesrning. A LIBERAL 


ee 

J. EDWIN CHURCBILL, of Florida, has decided to take the 
feld ss a Liberal lecturer. Bro, Churchill is an able man 
avd should be liberally sustained. He can be addressed, for 
the present, care Prof, A: J. Oliver, Jasper, Fla, 


A GOOD GOD BOOK, 


Euilor Winsted Press : Y wish to tell thy readers that I hav 
read Mr. Bennett’s book, the “ Ancient Gods," and am 
greatly pleased with it. Most of us know heaps about the 
gods of modern Christianity—Jehovah, Christ, Ghost, and 
the Bible—but very few know much concerning the gods of 
the ancients, Here in Mr. Bennett’s beautiful volume we 
hav hundreds of these old deities, resurrected and pictured 
in colors as Vivid and natural as life itself, And strange to 
tell, they are many of them nobler conceptions than the 
gods of this our nineteenth century, which goes to prove 
that the boasted religion of the day is a hindrance and 
stumbling-block to real goodness and useful knowledge. 

As are men and women, 80 are their gods, and by reading 
of all these ‘‘geutlemen of the air" we can learn much of 
the people who invented and created them. The vast 
amount of time and labor that it required to dig out from 
historical records so many biographies of gods, goddesses, 
and demigods is almost inconceivable, and yet all this has 
been accomplished in a few brief months by Mr. Bennett, 
during his hours of cessation from labor as an unjustly im- 
prisoned convict in the penitentiary. It is a work of which 
he may well be proud, aud one that will liv and be appre- 
ciated long after the writer has gone to the last sweet sleep 
that knows no waking. 

The volume has a handsome portrait of the author, asa 
frontispiece, and it is said by those who hav seen him to be 
& veritable counterfeit presentment of this indefatigable 
worker for Freethought. Every person needs a work on 
mythology. The gods are the most important “personages” 
the world has ever known, and the kno«ledge of who and 
what they were and are will always be indispensable to any 


The Sruth Seeker, July 3, 1880. 
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Letters from friends. 


LowELL, NEB., June 18, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: In your TRUTH SEEXER of 
June 12th, a brother subscriber, Mr. Richard Flint of Qen- 
terville, Utah, wishes to know of good farming lands for 
sale, You wieh any knowing of good farming land for sale 
to write to the brother, but as you did not giv his address, I 
write to him through your indispensable paper. Now, I 
wish to say that I hav been living here for the last four 
years, and hav had good. crops of wheat, oats, barley, corn, 
potatoes, and all kinds of garden stuff. Previous to that 
year the grasshoppers did much damage here. Wheat does 
not look as good this year as it did last, on account. of the 
acarcity.of rain in the spring. We are having good rains 
now, and wheat is growing very fast, and corn never looked 


better, Nearly all the government land is taken, but some | 


of the railroad land is still for sale. It is some of the best 
land in the state, and is sold at from five to eight dollars per 
acre. Itis situated in the Platte Valley, from two to five 
miles from the town of Lowell. Some of it is bounded on 
the north by the river, which is a great advantage for cattle, 
and for cutting grass. Two sections adjoining my farm are 
still for sale, Mr, J. Bloodgood, a neighbor and brother 
subscriber, was a farmer in lowa, and he says he never 
raised such good crops in that state as he has here, Three 
of his relativs with their families are also living here, and 
are all doing well and enjoy good health. He has about 
two thousand bushels of corn still in his crib. If Mr, Flint 
concludes to come lere, and will drop me a note stating 
when, I will meet him at the depot with a team, and drive 
him around, and show him all the good land I know of. I 
hav a good team of horses. Mr. Flint will find that I am 
not one of the ‘‘ rag-tag and bobtail,” as painted by Mr. 
Underbrush, or Underwood, 
Yours for truth, 


Gao, GRAY. 


Rusu, PA., June 19, 1880. 
€ FRIEND BENNETT: Herewith I inclose two dollars as sub- 
scription for a new subscriber in this place, Mr, Charles 
Flummerfelt. This new subscriber has been a member of 
the Methodist church for twenty-seven years. He has been 
class-leader, trustee, etc., also a camp-meeting member. 
He has read your paper and some other Liberal publications, 
and now says he will hav TEE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Respectfully yours, M. G. SHOEMAKER, 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., June 18, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find check 
for five dollars, for which continue your paper another 
year. Allow me to say that in my humble opinion your 
publication is a very valuable, as well as a very interesting 
one, A TRUTH SEEKER never comes to me that does not 
contain one,or more really solid articles, and if all the other 
matter were valueless, I still would be a gainer in reading 
your journal, Hoping that you will continue to hav 
physical and mental strength sufficient to enable you to 
mantully fight the good fight, not particularly of faith, but 
rather of fact, Dam your humble brother (none of us are 

angels yet), A, P. BAILEY. 


WALLA WALLA, Wass. TER., June 14, 1890. 

D. M. BenNnsTT, Dear Sir: Gopher Hill Liberal League 
met yesterday, and passed the following resolution unani- 
mously : : 

WnuznEAs, D. M, Bennett, editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
has recently suffered martyrdom (by imprisonment) for the 
cause of Freethought, f ; 

Resolved, Therefore, that we, the members of this League, 
do join with friends in the Hast in heartfelt rejoicing over 
his liberation from that Christian bastile, and to him we 
tender our warmest sympathies and esteem, and to Anthony 
Comstock, the sneak, the spy, the inquisitor-general who 
procured his arrest, and the Christian judge who pro- 
nounced his unjust sentence. we tender our heartfelt con- 
tempt, ` O. R BALLU, Chair., 

Mus Linran BALLOU, Bec., 
WIiLLI8 McDANNALD, Cor, Sec. 
Rocx FALIS, ILL., June 20, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: l am glad to say a word to 
you again to your face, as I seem to see you now that you 
are out of that infernal place where Christian, half Infidel, 
and half Christian bigots confined you. The meanest thing 
connected with the whole affair is the contemptibly cow-. 
ardly way. they hav conducted their side of the warfare. 
it beats the slaveholder who whipped Amos Dresser in 
Nashville, while hundreds of miles from his friends, and 
half a dozen wicked devils like himself holding one small 
man. The quicker these tools of the church get back into 
her folds the better it will be for humanity. Liberals can- 
not repose confidence in men of such spirit. 'There are 
many of us that can never forgiv Abbot and many of his 
associates for trying to fasten the stigma of obscenity on all 
those who happen to differ from them.. To-day I am sev- 
euty-three years old. Bincerely your friend, 

. W, E. LUKENS. 


GARDEN Grove, Iowa, May 5, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: My feelings are ioyful in 
view of your release from confinement, Nature bestowed 
a mental and physical constitution equal to the punishment 
inflicted by your Christian persecutors, Tux TRUTH 
SBEKER must liv. I inclose post-office order for $5.00, for 
which please send to my address a copy of ‘‘ Nature’s Rev- 
elations of Character,” the balance will renew my sub- 
scription for another year, from May 1, 1880 
. Most respectfully, L. M. HASTINGS. 
WHEELING, W. Va., June 9, 1830. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir; I see in your very friendly 
contemporary a notice Of your grand reception home, 
mean the Milan Monthly Review, What & glorious period in 
your life history; mey you liv to see your enemies punished 
for their hellish work, let them be high or low, is my prayer. 
Rejoicing with you in your regained freedom, I wish you to 
send me the pamphlet of the grand reception. Yours, 
8. HARTMAN. 
NORTHFIELD, MINN., June 15, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Friend: Allow me to express my 
gratitude forthe great pleasure derived from a perusal of 
this weck's TRUTH BEEKER, No. 23. First, your reply to 
G. T, Rockwell is a perfect gem of inspiration. How long 
will it take Liberals to become liberal? What could be 


jonshiP in defense of Spiritualism. If these great men 
Can put feel the answering Wave of unspoken thought that 
is welling up from the great heart of humanity, they must 
feel amply repaid for their efforts in the glorious work. 
j Yours for the truth, - Savin Rick. 


ALLEGANY, N. Y., May 31, 1880. 
A. L. Rawson, Dear Sir: Yours of the 24th at hand. 
Please find inclosed two coupons for $2. Yours of the 
24th I read before the League yesterday, and by vote they 
contributed $2 toward the expenses of sending delegates to 
the World's Congress, to be held in the city of Brussels 
next August, and they were very much pleased to think we 
were able to hold a|Freethinkers’ World's Congress, as it 
shows our cause is progressing. : 
As soon as it is decided where the Annual Congress is to 
be held, please let me know, and oblige . 
Yours truly, — Ripert PEET, Sec. 


HornAmND, Micu., May 6, 1880, 

To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH Srexer, Sir: You will 
find inclosed a notice of my husband’s death. Please copy 
in your paper. He has taken the paper about a year and a 
half, and has ever esteemed it above other literature. He 
not only appreciated and admired Taam TRUTH SEEKER for 
its circulation of good work, but was heart and soul in sym- 
pathy with its loyal proprieter, D. M. Bennett (who, thank 
God, we hear is free once more from the tyrant's icy grasp). 
May the balance of his life be among the flowers, whose 
aroma Of strength and prosperity may cause the thorns of 
the past to wither ‘neath his footprints of his future des- 
tiny. 

My dear husband was a loyal Spiritualist, one of the 
nobler type, who was so much needed to strengthen the 
bonds of future triumph; or, in Other words, we can ill 
fford to spare the soldier who dares to aim at truth and 
justice when the enemy approacheth, , I hav lost what to 
me is more than the world can ever know, When his 
friends are mourning his early and sad departure, may they 
know that I, his waiting wife, am the saddest of all forsaken 
widows. ; 

Please inform me by card or letter if we are in arrears 
with the paper, or how we stand, as I wish to continue its 
coming. Yours very respectfully, 

` Mas. ADDIE McCoutccg. 


Lz Roy, KAN., June 8, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Find cash inclosed for trial sub- 
scriber. Send to O. H. Wykoff, Le Roy, Kan. Keep it 
before the people that every ‘‘law” promulgated for man's 
government should hav the unqualified approval and broad 
seal of indorsement of nature's God indelibly impressed 
thereon, and that all else are void. As ever, 
A. V. COFFIN. 


Wasuineton, D, C., May 10, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I hav to-day received an 
eight-page tract with a pictorial head, two cocks, evidently 
gotten up by the Comstock Puritans to defame and crush 
you. It came, I suppose from Boston, in a sealed letter 
envelope, postmarked ‘‘ Bos. sp’g,” the rest illegible, The 
cultured sender has disguised his handwriting in directing 
it to me. Clerical nest-hiders will no doubt enjoy reading 
it more than Solomon’s Songs or Beecher's love.letters. 
The sick rooster, I suppose, may stand for such disgusted 
Freethinkers as ‘Don Quixote” Coleman, the cultured 

plagiarist and ‘‘ Professor of scholastic mca nd 


BISHOP OnEEE, CAL., May 1, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I, with several others nere, 
hav given three cheers for your liberation. I think they will 
find that you area Tartar as well as à martyr, I should hav 
written you oftener while you were in prison, only I did not 

like to, not knowing whether you would receive it or not, 
lt must hav been a great and grand change to come from 
prison and its associates to Chickering Hall, among friends. 


I hope you were able to stand up as well under your good 


fortune and liberty as you showed in the deprivation of 
them. I congratilate you as being, perhaps, the last who 
shall be imprisoned for opinion’s sake, for that was really 
your only offense. Yours with fraternal greeting, 

L. HUTCHISON, 


COLEBROOK, CT., May 9, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Find inclosed one dollar to 
continue my paper. Am somewhat short of funds or would 
send more. I rejoice with you that you are out of prison; 
but my satisfaction at your release is equaled, if not ex- 
ceeded, by my detestation of the irctolerant meanness of 
your persecutors. If they were confined in prison for one 
year, Ido not think that moral justice would be outraged, 
nor that there would be any occasion for wasting sympathy 

upon them. Yours, etc., L. O. Bass. 


ANTRIM, N. H., June 26, 1880. 

FRIEND BENNETT: Inclosed find $8 for the Brussels 
Convention, Iappreciate the work you are doing for the 
human race, and am willing to extend to you something 
more than wordy sympathy, which is all very well as far as 
it goes, but it takes something besides sympathy to pay the 
expenses of the war you are engaged in, One would natu- 
raliy suppose thata class of people styling themselvs Lib- 
erals would be liberal enough to be a great deal more lib- 
eral toward D. M. Bennett than they manifestly are in the 
matter of coming forward with the material aid to send the 
most fit and most deserving man in this country to the 
Brussels Convention. I sometimes almost conclude that the 
world of mankind are not worth saving, that they deserve 
to be made slaves of; they seem at times to be too infernal 
lazy, stingy, and indifferent to raise a hand to help them- 


selys or to giv decent aid to those who make it their life-. 


work to lead them out of bondage, and, above all, to see 


1) the mean, dirty, low, cowardly attacks upon you, and under 


such circumstances, by those professing to be the true rep- 
resentativs of Liberalism, But if you hav not completely 
tquelched your cowardly assailants, ‘‘then I don't want a 
cent;" andif Abbot & Co, hav not sunk themselvs to the 
common level of blackguards and social outlaws, then I 
can’t Conceive what they could do to get to such a level 
and escape the penitentiary. [had formed a pretty cor- 
rect opinion of Underwood before he made his attack on 
you. Lorg liv D. M. Bennett and Taz Trura BEEKEHR! 
Yours for impartial justice, Go. GEER, 


BALTIMORE, MD., May 9, 1880. 
FRIEND BENNETT: Am really glad to congratulaie you 


grander than that sermon by George Chainy on ecclesias- | on your release and arrival home again, and that you had 
tical lynch law? And I always feel like thanking David ‘such a rousing reception at Chickering Hall on Sunday 
niahtlast, There are not many ‘* penitentiary convicts” who . 


Bruce, E, A. Chapman, and others for their noble ch». 


get such a hearty reception as you did, and I feel that you 
appreciate it.: Well, like a cork, the old Infidel is up and 
on top again, and Ê hope he will stay there. No oré can ha? 
your feelings on emerging to light and friends but those 
“ who hav been there.”  Ihav tried to put my feelings in 
your feelings’ stead, but they will not fit, Ican only hava 
faint idea of their intensity. While I cannot feel to advise 
reprisals, I trust you will liv to get even with the men who 
plotted and circumvented your imprisonment, especially 
that arch sneak, If impassionate, impartial history can be 
heard you will all be seen in the ages to come, in your 
proper places. Wishing you a happy and prosperous future, 
I remain your friend, . 0. Gan oon. 


MAN:FIELD CENTER, June 11, 1880. 
DEAR FRIEND: Inclosed please find check for ten dollars, 
this is my annualopinion of you, J am your everlasting 
friend and well-wisher. This is for Tax TRUTH SEEKER 
another year. Very respectfully yours, 
J. B. MAcFARLAND, 


Locust VanLEY, N. Y., May 11, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Esq., Dear Friend: I hav your favor of 
yesterday and with it your first volume of your new work 
“The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times,’ 
which does great credit to your perseverence and industry, 
as an intellectual recluse during your martyrdom, The 
animus, in the manner of your confinement, will be well 
repaid in thus enlightening your race agaiust all superati. 
tious creeds, and cause your enemies to hide their diminished 
heads, and go down to their graves as simple conscience- 
striken persecutors, 

Jyalue your work the more as à present from yourself, 
and as containing so good & portrait of your valued self 
though I did not desire the amount sent to be 80 diminishe 
by your present of so costly à work, and go the more thanks 
foryour generosity and good expression in that life-like 
portrait accompanying it. Cl 

In lieu of the paper sent last Autumn, put in type and 
lost with the failen type, I send to you anotber, more 
recent, for TRUTH SEEKER, With stamps to return the same 
if not acceptable; but its scientific reasonings and original- 
ity, with its probable truths, I hope will commend it to 
your liberality and that of a thoughtful public. ] 

1f you find the other paper, ** Equal eternity of Mind and 
Matter and their Characteristics,” please let that succeed 
and oblige. In Boston Banner of Light, of May 1st, third 
page, is a very flattering notice of my '' Sequel to Essays," 
which you now hav on gale, ; 

Yours most truly, 
FAIBFIELD, PA., May 17, 1880 

D. M, BENNETT, Dear Sir: '' Gode, etc," Vol. I. has 
come to hand and surpasses expectation. It is a complete 
Cyclopedia on the subjects treated. es 

The Bible of the future will be nature, its interpreter 
science, and its god the unknown and unknowable—the 
mighty &nd insoluble mystery of the universe. 

Yours truly, A. O. Scorn, 


——-—— 


Cuas. E. TOWNSEND. 


VALLEY FALLS, KAN., June 24, 1880. 

FRIEND BENNETT: In reply to your request for funds to 
be represented at Brussels you may put me down for one 
dollar. Would gladly aid you more if I were able at present. 
I hope the Liberals in this country will take enough inter- 
est in the matter to contribute enough to be ably represent- 
ed there. 1 hope you will enjoy 8 trip to Europe, and come 
back home hale and hardy to carry out your proposed plan 
of lecturing (a capital idea), but not in thebig Ea tern cities 
only, for we want the gospel of truth also pieached to us 
Western heathens, especially here in Kansas, the banner 
state of Liberalism, but I can assure you there is hard work 
before us yet, I think, here in Kansas as much or more 
than anywhere else. We hav too many sc-called Liberals 
among us who are Liberal enough in principle, no doubt, 
but tbey.hav not the courage or backbone to say so for 
fear somebody might bear them and might Jose a customer 
or offend a good Christian, even some members of the 
League are not any better; possibly a good strengthening 
plaster would help them some, Also your coming here to 
deliver a few lectures would do us an amount of good, but 
I will not promis you such good things as sister Tomes of 
Michigan. 1 am afraid if we feed you on too much sweet 
things you would not feel like giving our Christian friends 
the bitter truths, but we won't let you starve, nor shall you 
get less in flesh while you stay among us, so don't be afraid 
fo come, if possible. I am almost sure the editor of the 
most bold and outspoken Infidel paper will get big audiences 
everywhere, and your enemies will hav another cause for 
envy. A lecture trip would increase the subscrip‘ion list by 
the hundreds, probably by the thousands, and would prove 
also in that line a pecuniary success which your untiring 
efforts 80 much deserve. Fraternally yours, 

: SUSAN REICHERTER. 
HoorER, Uran, May 29, 1880. 

FRIEND BENNETT, Dear Sir: I inclose you postal-order 
for three dollars, to apply for Tum TRUTH SEEKER sub: 
scription from July, 1879. I shall send for your late 
productions soon, I exult in the thought that you 
are again at the helm of free thought, free speech, and 
free press. Guide the bark of truth till it shall ride tri- 
umphsantly over superstitious error and Christian malice 
and falsehood. My sincere desire is to speedily see Ameri- 
can Christian bigotry and despotism buried'in oblivion, with 
its leaders, aiders, and abettors. 

Could there be a greater wrong committed in civilized 
America than the sentiments expressed by Howard Crosby 
in that miscreant Comstock’s obscene society, that their 
false imprisonment of you for no offense, is worth millions 
to the cause of liberty? for the very fact that after the 
Christian Comstock, with his Jesuits, hav reached every 
nook and corner of the land to find a flaw in your life or 
Character without success, for if Anthony Cumstock had 
any cause to persecute you, he aud his obscene employers 
would not hav been under the necessity of sending you to 
their Christian bastile under a protest. 

Put on your strength, Dro. Bennett; you hav borne the 
cross, you shall wear the crown of truth, 

Let the cry of obscenity fill the civilized world till man- 
kind shall rise en masse and demand what it means, and 
the answer will be, the Crosby-Coms:ock boomerang m its 
rebound has struck the church ; she totters and falls, 
and that the Bble has hecn weighed and found wanting. 
The Bible socicties hav published tens of millions of this 
obscene book, and by compulsion and fraud its obscenity 
has been forced upon all mankind, till earth ard its 
inhabitants reel under the teachings of this the foulest, 
the obscenist, of all holy bibles. This Jew and Chrie- 
tian book teaches the child, the man, and the mother, 
that God inspired holy mea to write ibis book, which 
teaches by precept and example every crime known 
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to man—the sons of God seducing the daughters of 


. men, because they were fair; in fact, God himself 


taught Sarah how she could hav a child, when she had 
none by her brother, Abraham. Then this holy book tells 
how this all-wise God turned Lot's wife to a pillar of salt, 
and burnt up all the men ‘with fire and brimstone so that 
God might manifest his wisdom by inspiring Lot's two: 
daughters to make their father drunk, and sleep with him , 
alternate nights, 80 they might again start this. obscene. 
crowd. No doubtif the Christian Crosby, Comstock & Co. 
could trace their genealogy they would prove they are very 
near kin to these obscene ancients, 

Bro. Bennett, excuse me for writing on this subject; our 
mission js to do good to all men, and if I can heap a few 
coals of fire upon the Comstock clan, for their good, I think 
it my duty to do so. If Anthony Comstock or Crosby can 
prove their lineage direct from God's chosen favorites of. 
‘old, it will be glory to them and the church, Let me start 
them on the track. ` E | 

Bro. Bennett, will you please refer to THE TRUTH SEEK- ' 
ER of Jan. 24th and see for yourself if my letter contains 
anything to cause any one to make the upjust charges 
which Walter Walker and six ipdorsers charge against me 
in TRUTH SBEKER of Feb. 24, 1880? If you will examin 
the two letters you will see W. Walker indirectly admits 
every point I made. What they say against the Tribune is 
false in every item. Many of my friends feel worse than I 
do about it; they think you gave me no opportunity to reply 
to such a batch of falsehoods. I leave it now in your hands 
entirely. I hav thought, and was prepared to giv you 


all the. particulars, the cause why I wrote as I did and| ` 


given you the cause and effect right, along. I conclude in my 
mind that the false statements published against any man 
does not. injure him with his friends. Here I rest my 
cause; time proves all, 

Iam sorry if in any of my communications I hay written 
a word to hurt the feelings of any true man. 

I will not trouble you with any of my foolish letters. 

Ever your friend, EDWARD F. Munn. 


: . Harwica, June 5, 1880. . 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER; Dear Sir: Your liberty since 
your restoration, it seems to me, must be more highly 
prized than it otherwise would hav.been had you not been 
deprived of it; and I hope it will giv an impetus rather 
than a check to your endeavors to deal manly blows against 
the powers of daikaess on every hand. 

I hav just been reading your answer to Mr. Underwood’s 


| times. 


every second is never inflated, but it is the poor industries 
that are troubled with inflation, There never was money 
enough in any country for the use of all the people, nor ever 
will be so long as one man can loan it to apother and get 
interest for its use. : Let us hav money—a full legal tender 
—enough for every man or woman to pay cash for every 
necessary want anywhere where the flag of our Union waves, 
Let pawnbrokers and national bankers earn money honestly. 
Let money be like postage stamps—good for the face at all 
J. H. Woop. 


i LEBANON, O., June 20, 1890. 
FRIEND BENNETT: THE TRUTH SEEKER of June 19th 
contains an article headed ‘‘Buckeye Brevities," by Charles 
J. Herbold, of Cincinnati, Ohio, ia which he says: “D. N. 
Morley, Lebanon, Ohio, writes words of encouragement 
and sends a small remittance toward defraying expenses of 
stationery and. postage. . This is the second time that gen- 
tleman has come to my assistance. If there were more Lib- 
erals like him in this state something more could be done in 
the way of pushing on the work.” The writer in said arti- 
cie has my name D. N. Morley, It should be D. M. Wor- 
ley. Please correct and oblige, Yours truly, 
. D. M. WORLEY. 
| f Lu Roy, Kan,, June 15, 1880, 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Having worked out in har- 
vest and got some money, please find $5 for “The Gods 
and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times." 
: Iremain, etc, J. Q. SHOEMAKER. 


Tamar, Bartow Co., Mo., June 12, 1880, 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Friend: In reply to the inquiry of 
Mr. Richard Flint, of Utah, as to where he could find good 
farming land, I desire to tell him. There is plenty of good 
land for sale here in this county at $5 to $6 per acre. This 
is a beautiful country, delightful climate, abundance of 
fruit, a plentiful harvest, and three Liberal Leagues in the 
county. A Liberal colony is.under way. With a railroad 
now being built through the county, the outlook is fair for 
as pleasant, prosperous, and happy homes in this county as 
are apt to be found in any country. It is hoped to be made 
especially agreeable to Liberals, though we will try to be 
liberal enough to extend a welcome hand to any good citi- 
zen of whatever religious belief. That is his property, so 
to speak, not ours. . Respectfully, CLINTON HUFF, 


MYRTLE CREEK, OREGON, June 6, 1880. 


letter of May 26th, and I am sorry to be obliged to say I 
think he is reckless of the truth. I hav had a very high 
opinion of him, and would be glad to retain it, but it does 
seem to me he has been too hasty in magnifying a little 
trivial affair, which is indiscreetly paraded in the public 
prints to the discredit.of a man whose life has been, so far 
as I can learn, as faultiess as the best. 

There are many fair-looking houses that hav skeletons in 
them, but they are kept out of sight, and there is none the 
less culpability on that account. Few there are that would 
make so clean a breast of itas you hav done, which, one 
would suppose, would silence all calumny and reproach, 
at least among. Liberals, : 

I hav noticed several cases about here where persons hav 
been very forward in showing up some sexual indiscretion 
in others and soon were humbled by the same in their own 
households. ‘‘Go and sin no more," was all the rebuke 
that the man of Nazareth had for the woman taken in adul- 
tery. There is too much straining at gnats and swallowing 
camels. Let none be very much troubled about the motes 
in others’ eyes while the beams are in their own. A new 
order of society must and will be brought about with regard 
to religious and social life, and it is the province of Free- 
thinkers to engineer it through. 

There is a good deal of the Freethinking element in this 
community, but for some reason they are apathetic or in- 
different ; but I hav a six months’ subscriber for you, and 
will endeavor to secure others. Find inclosed $1.50. 

: B. F. ROBBINS. 


È, ALLIANCE, O , June, 1880. 

D. M. Bennzrt, Dear Sir: Inclosed you will find postal 
order for the sum of $5.15, which please apply as directed. 

In view of your recent persecution by the hell-hounds 
of the church, and the late. Republican nominations at 
Chicago, is it not apropos that: Liberals should know the 
antecedents of Garfield and Arthur. R. B. Hayes was a 
pliant tool in the hands of Comstock and his persecuting 
gang of church bigots, and can we as Freethinkers stand 
another term of their hellish intolerance? I think our only 
hope of peaceful tolerance lies in the defeat of Garfield and 
Arthur. Garfield is a church bigot of the most radical type, 
and Arthur is the son of & Presbyterian minister. These 
men believe that ‘‘Gaud” is going to hav us Freethinkers 
roasted hereafter, and of course they think it their bounden 
duty to make it as warm as possible for us here. 

If the Republican candidates are elected, Comstock and 
his gang will hav full sway, and if they do not make it hot 
for unbelievers they will forfeit their reputation miserably. 

If Garfield was not in favor of your free and uncondi- 
tional pardon he should not be supported by the readers of 
your paper. I hope you will ascertain this fact and publish 
it. 1 hav been a lifelong Republican, voted for Hayes, but 
hav become so disgusted over it that I shall never vote for 
a bigoted churchman again. OLD REPUBLICAN. 


Daas, Tex , June 17, 1880. 

BROTHER BENNETT: I got one of the little sneak-thief 
pamphlets about May 6:h, mailed from Boston, headed 
with two big roosters, one crowing and the other puking 
sick. I-kuew it was from Abbot, so I privately read it and 
laid it by. Ithink heis the sick rooster and Bennett the 
game-cock of the walk. Poor, little, contemptible, mali- 
cious Abbot made another failure, whilst the Bennett Re- 
ception was a grand success, and Taz TRUTH SEEKER and 
itg publications are growing in public favor. 

Now, Bro. Bennett, let me advise you a little. The Lib- 
eral public are sick and tired of so much taik about Com- 
stock, Bundy, and Abbot. Please don’t fill the columns of: 
our favorit paper with them, but drop them all and treat 
them with silent contempt. That is the desire of your 
friends hereabouts. ALLEN JOHNSON. 


: ' Derrorm, Mica., June 23, 1820. 

FRIEND BENNETT: I am well pleased to see 80 much in 
your paper upon the finance question, but hav not yet seen 
the real issue touched upon. I yet hope to see the green- 
backers come out to oppose all interest. of any kind on. 
money or lands. In my opinion, interest on money or: 
bonds is but a tax upon industry for the support of vice and 
crime. : Cx . i 

Inflation means that the poor man does not pay interest | 
enough to the righ, Vanderbilt, drawing two cents interest 


TEAR FRIEND BENNETT: I write you a few lines to let 
you know I am not dead, neither hav I joined the church, 
But I must confess that 1 hav given you a reason to think so 
by my not settling with you for Tug TRUTH SEEKER, the 
best paper in the world. Any person who subscribes for 
your paper and don’t pay for it is no Liberal in the true 
sense of the word, and he had better join some church, 
. Where he can hav the benefit of prayer. The reason why I 
hav not sent you any money is because it was absolutely 
out of my power, I worked at mining all winter and made 
nothing. I hav now struck a prospect and just completed a 
ditch, so I hav got them in shape and can make a little 
money soon, I wil pay you all and try and buy some of 
your books. This little gold dust I send to you as a present. 
I panned it out to-day, We get both fine and coarse gold 
in our mines. $ 

Well, friend Bennett, I must gay that I don’t believe that 
there ever wasa man sent to prison for as trifling a thing as 
they trumped up against you, It is my candid belief that 
there is not one man in America but deserved imprisonment 
as much as you did. Yours as ever, T. B, SPEAKR. 


Lyons, Mica., June 21, 1880. 

D M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I, for one, do not say No. I 
say, Yes, by all means, go to the Brussels Congress. In- 
closed please find one dollar for that purpose, and I bid you 
good speed. I wish I was able to do more, But let every 
Liberal do a8 much and you will hav plenty of funds for 
that purpose. I hope to liv to see the day when all man- 
kind can think. for themselvs and not be stigmatized for it. 
I am a true worker with you and all Liberals in this glori- 
ous cause. I do not belong to any particular lodge but to 
the whole Liberal lodge throughout the world. Yes, Mr. 
Bennett, I say, Go, by all means. 


Your friend ever in this cause, D. 8, LAMPHER. 


CAMPBELL HILL, ILL., June 6, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: At a regular meeting of the 
auxiliary Liberal League of Campbell Hill, a resolution was 
passed that the members of this League subscribe a8 much 
as each individual feels able to contribute toward defraying 
the expenses of sending D. M. Bennett to Brussels asa 
representativ of the National Liberal-League, provided he 
is sent. We hav subscribed $1.75, and several members to 
hear from. Our subscription, no doubt, will look very 
smal when completed; but it is my opinlon thatif every 
League will make up as much in proportion to its numbers 
and wealth there will be plenty of funds, not only to send 
Bennett, but half a dozen others if desired. If the Liberals 
wish aud expect to succeed, they must come down with the 
Cash. We will do well to take lessons from the orthodox; 
they come down with the cash; every. Sunday school 
scholar is on hand with its pennies or nickels, and they thus 
always hav the sinews of war. A man is not apt to take 
much interest in a cause that costs him nothing. If aman 
invests his money in an enterprise, he is sure to work with 
energy for its success. Horace NEWELL, M.D., 
s Sec. Campbell Hill A, L. L. 


ALLEGANY, N. Y., June 14, 1880. 

Mr. BENNETT : I hav just returned to this place after an 
absence of about two months. It givs me great joy indeed 
to know that you hav been liberated from the fangs of an 
inveterate enemy to freedom and intelligence. say an 
enemy to freedom because. within the last two decades she 
has demonstrated herself to be the same. Besides, the 
woiks of all candid historians show that she was never an 
enemy to slavery. Again, I affirm an enemy to intelligence, 
for we hav abundance of proof to show that from her origin 
to the present time she has beena mighty obstruction to the 
developing intellect. 

Mr. Bennett, when I contemplate the suffering you 
endured while in prison, it really pains me, and then I 
comprehend better than at any other time the melancholy 
truth that “man’s inhumanity to man makes countless 
thousands mourn," . But let us look forward with hopeful 
eye to that, great day in the future when, for the evil they 
hav done, the name of Comstock and all your malicious 
enemies shall pass, accompanied with some powerful epi- 
thet, to eternal oblivion, while your name shall be sung 
With praises by the voices of the eloquent for the good that 
you hay done in giving,freedom to, instead of stifling, hu. 


man thought and speech, “for to taste of human flesh is less 
criminal in the eye of God than to stifle human thought.” 
` , ULLMANN B. S0ULE. 


GALENA, IND., June 10, 1880. 
FRIEND BENNETT : I, with thousands of others, am proud 
to congratulate you upon your liberation from an unjust 
imprisonment, and only hope that you will from this and 
forevermore be allowed to remain free from Christian big- 
otry. But rest assured that your imprisonment did the cause 
of free thought, free press, etc., an immense amount of 
good. I speak what I know to be true in my neighborhood. 
If you had not been wrongfully incarcerated, I would not 
hay had the pleasure of inclosing in this small epistle three 
dollars for a copy of THE TRUTH SEEKER, to be sent to the 
address of James P. Merrywethers, Galena, Indiana. Mr. 
Merrywethers is aged seventy-six years; and according to 
the rules of nature, he has not many more years to remain 
on the lap of mother earth. Therefore he wants to learn as 
much truth as possible, and I am certain he has struck the 

proper channel; so thinks he as well as myself. 
Ever your friend, LAFE Lams. 


. . DETROIT, Mrcu., May 10, 1880 
D. M. BENNETT, Honored and Dear Friend—Honored by 


|the persecutions of priestcraft, that bane of civil liberty’; 


honored above all men in being sent to a religious prison 
for free press, free speech, and free mails, in this, the most 
enlightened period of the world's history—let me congratu- 
late you upon the enjoyment once more of freedom of 
body, to breathe the free air st pleasuro, and myself, with 
allthe rest of mankind, upon the release of our champion 
of mental and civil liberty. On, how I wish that my ability 
was equal to my desire to place your words and brave 
ones in the hands of every thinking person in our broad 
and. 

How I would like to see you and shake your hand in true, 
earnest, and fraternal grasp! [think I appreciate some of 
your past experiences more truly than almost any other of 
your friends because of similar trials, only that my affliction 
had long since proved true, while yours proved to be only 
misconception. 1 hav often, since your first statement came 
from Albany, thought how you and all your friends should 
rejoice that your companion and wife proved herself your 
true friend. 

Ican think of no man in this country we could go illy 
spare from his lifé work as yourself. I hope that you may 
liv to see the abundant fruitage of your labors and be abun. 
dantly rewarded in all things. . 

I am sorry to hav let my paper run past its date; but it is, 
I believe, the first time, and [ hav many things to contend 
with for the privilege of being an Infidel. I hav to walk 
the path of life alone, with bigotry picking at me on all 
sides. I hav long felt the dreadful curse of ownership, and 
hav not the bravery to break the collar. But tne seeds of 
liberty hav sprouted, and the fruit is being eaten by many. 
ve may all hope for better things to come to others for our 
efforts. 

Inclosed please find one dollar for my subscription, 

Yours fraternally, J. H. Woop. 


HANNIBAL, Mo., June 8, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: lnclosed please find $2.00, to 
apply on my subscription. I commenced taking THE 
TRUTH BEEKER asa trial subscriber, and I and my family 
hav become 80 much interested in it that we cannot do with- 
out it, We are Liberal Spiritualists, take the Banner of 
Light, and had it not been for your unjust persecution 
should not, in all probability, hav made the acquaintance of 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER, as we are in humble circumstances’ 
and really feel unable to afford it, but since both your foes 
and those who should hav been your friends hav done and 
are still doing all they can to crush you and your valuable 


paper, we feel we must do all we can to thwart their efforts, | 


I want your new Works, and mean to hav them as soon as 
I can spare the means to get them. 
I see in TuE TRUTH SEEKER of May 15th, a Mr. Beal, of 
Canada, asks the advice of Liberals as to where is the best 
place to settle, as he contemplates moving into the States. I 
would say, right here, that any Liberal desiring to find a 
home among congenial souls in a fine country, had better 
go to Barton county, Mo., where Mr. G. H. Walser, editor 
of a monthly paper Called the Liberal, proposes to form a 
Liberal colony and build up a Liberal city, a city without a 
church or saloon. I hav just returned from there, and shall 
as goon as I can settle up my affairs here, move there. Tho 
site selected for the place is fifteen miles west of Lamar 
the county seat, on a new line of railroad running from Ft 
Scott to Springfield. The road is finished to within five 
miles of the place. It is a prairie country; soil, a black, 
sandy loam, grows fine wheat and fruits of all kinds adapted 


to this latitude, plenty of coal, and rock for building pur- 


poses. Is a fine graz'ng country; land can be got at reason- 
able rates, Auy one wishing further particulars, can 
address G. H. Walser, Lamar, Barton county, Mo. I would 
also say subscribe for the Liberal ; it is only $1 a year. 
Well, friend Bennett, I am heartily glad you survived 
your unjust imprisonment, and long may you liv to wield 
your pen in defense of free speech and a free press is the 
earnest desire of your humble subscriber, 
BILAS ANDREWS. 
New WASHINGTON, O , June 22, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Allow me to congratulate 
you upon your delivery from durance vile, and say that 
every Liberal should heartily rejoice that you were incar- 
cerated, as it has furthered the cause of freedom more than 
any event that the world has ever been ab'e to record ; but 
in the rejoicing for the good of the cause, let them throw 
out very largely the sympathy that should fill the breast of 
every honest lover of liberty, for yourself when considered 
ag the victim of the greatest outrage that has ever been per- 
petrated upon humanity under the preten:e of justi e, 
When I read your trio] it made me feel almost as the 
Christians of ollen times. Whon they had the power they 
gave their victim, a mock trial after the time, place, and 
manner of his torture had been decided. I thought the 


same feeling actuated me toward your persecutors, but upon ` 


further thought I felt ashamed that I would allow myself 
for a moment to be like unto them, and thought it would be 
best not to watch and pray, but to wait and work. 
ours fraternally, Jas. M, Buren, 
BURLINGTON, Kan., May 30, 1880. 
Bro, BENNETT : As Mr. Truesdell, in his in letter in 
Tus TRUTH SEEKER, On finance, refers a number of times 
to "fiat," I would like to hav him, for the benefit of us 
Greenbackera, define the word fiat, for I am of the opinion 
that all the circulating medium is flat money. 
(uam, BROWN, 
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Lines on the Trinity. 


That three are one and one are three, 
"Eis an idea that puzzles me, 

Yet, by the learned ones ’tis said 

That three are one in the G»dhead. 


The father then may be the son, 

For both together make but one, 
The son may likewise be the father, 
Without the smallest change in either. 


Thus, father, son, and Holy Ghost, 
Are three in one, and one at most, 
Yea, and the blessed spirit be, 
Father, son, and trinity. 


This is the creed of Christian fo'ks 
Who call themselves auite orthodox, 
All which, against plain common senso, 
You must believe or giv offense. 

PEERS. J 


"16. sx 
A Fourth of July Poem. 
BY CHARLES BRADLEY. 


From earliest years most fondly led, 

By mother’s love with cakes and fips, toward 
Watis. 

I've been a diligent peruser of 

The poems, and often wished I could indite. 

The smallest bird that sings insummer’s train, 

Yet swells the universal voice, in which 

The angels join. 

Perhaps to-day upon the battle-field. 

Where freedom comes to celebrate her birth, 

The last soldier of the Revolu'ion stands, 

An old husbandman, who in his springtime 

Sowed with his blood the seeds of liberty, 

Comes in the autumn of his age to view 

A little of that harvest which can ne’er | 

Be gathered till the heavens are no more; 

Alone he comes, but to thai soldier’s eye 

Shades of the mighty, grander than in life, 

Move o’erthe glorious fl-1d, alone but waited on 

By honor, love, obedience; his country’s bless- 
ings 

Bear his soul (o heaven, but ere he cross 

Death’s languid river, to see no more in life 

The land he loves, once more he comes to view 

And stand upon that fleld, where young Free 
dom. . 

Like an angel bathed in blood, first kissed 

The world she came from heaven to sava. 

There in all the glory of their youth they 

Fought shoulder to shoulder through the days 

^" Test men’s souls." Thera his comrades 
died, 

And there they conquered dying. 

Plous as pilgrim at his prophet’s shrine, 

With tears that honor pays at glory’s tomb, 

The soldier turns to bid their graves farewell. 

Ah, th ir graves he will not see again; 

Daylight and the silver moon shall visit 


Them no more. Above their g-aves cities stand 


And grow beneath one sheltering flag. 

In the solemn temples iroe men serve 

The god of freedom; in happy homes 

The mother's hopeful and rejoicing heart 

Hovers o'er the cradle of her free child. 

The father's arm is bare for free labor 

To sustain the angel sieeping there; 

While from the fertil and unbounded land, 

Which God for life’s free feast hath spread 

With the incense of the flowers, but sweeter 

Far than they, childhood’s free and happy 
voices 

Rise, well pleasing, to the eternal throne 


On that torn and bloody fleld, seeing this, 

The soldier’s feeble and bewildered heart 

Oan hardly bear the joy; he leans upon 

His staff, and looks to heaven, satisfied 

With earth. Ic is his nation’s dawn; it is 

The dawn of her great manhood. Andthe dim 

Eyes, in the ashes of whose age the battle 

Fire is buried but not dead, now s+ ek 

Once more, With their last gleam of joy and 
pride, 

In the free heaven the flag which they hailed 

Bo proudly when the twillght of the Revolution 
gathered o’er us. 

O nativ born, of climate or of soul ! 

Free hearts from every land, of every tongue, 

Weare Americans! America is ours, 

Yet not for us alone, but for al! nations 

And all peoples yet to be, our free flag waves. 

Prophet-like, it sings the day when man, 

So long oppressed, shall stand at last ercer, 

And thrones be tenantless and kings unkinged 

Before him; when the nations, old and gray, 

In anguish and in chains, shall clothe once 


more 
In the long-lost birthright of liberty, 

And be glorious in tbeir apparel; 

When darkened Asia and abused Europe 
Shall retake as we retook, and hold as we, 
Liberty as life inalienable forever. 


Wave on, then, ye morning stars of freedom’s 
Endless day, great assurer of equal rights; 
Sten of America’s fai'h and hope, wave on! 
Tli] thou hast fanned and purified | 
The whole heavens from every cloud 
And shade oftyranny. Well o’er thee, 

Blest banner, as once o’er Bethlehem 

Might the angels sing, o thou lizht that led 

Our fathers through their dark and ambushed 
way into the promised land, 

Kindle in our hearts our father’s fires, and 
when freedom 

Calls, make us, too, men. How oft, for thee and 

For his country fighting, the bleeding soldier’s 

Dying eyes hav bl st thy stars; 

How oft, how oft, when bound across the sea, 

The sailor's heart is lingering where 

Thy far-off shining fade'h o'er the wave; 

His lessening country fills his swelling soul. 

At Perry’s, at Decatur’s name, 

The child of ocean weeps ; : is grim visage, 

Rough worn ’gainst every coast that fronts 

Old ocean’s roar. to the glorious memories 

Of his country’s banner scorneth not a tear, 

Wave forever, our life is in thy waving. 

Hark! I hear the mérry sounds of home; 

* The church bells are ringing, the village ig 


gay. 
And Columbia 15 deoked in her bridal array," 


Hear it, tyrants of God's earth, and tremble 
At your doom! Hear it, exiles of liberty! 

And jet your hearts go up to heaven, 

The year, the day of your redemv'ion! 

Isat hand. Hear it, men of our continent! 
For freedom’s super: tructure is so large. 

We want it all, and more, for her foundations. 
Shout, ye dwellers of these lands and Waters! 
From Patagonia to the clime where 

Franklin sleeps, and higher vet, if higher, 
Earth or sea; shout till heaven’s arches ring, 
And the angels join the ever blessed, 

Ever glorious cry, This is the month and this 
The happy day on which America 4 
And liberty, before God, became one forever! 


Wanted. 


To sella patent r!eht,, An improvement on 
Sewing Machines, A Roatting Eiectric Sandal, 
A Healih and Life-Preserving Invention, which 
can be applied to all Sewing Machiaes without 
any Change in the machines. An entire pre- 
ven’ ion of the suffsring and death caused from 
operating sewing machines. 

Apply to the patentee, 

DR. O. A. VON CORT, 
THERAPEUTIC HEALTH INSTITUTE, 
168 ù &rreer, near 31 ayanus, N, Y. City. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East,” ** Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, nor as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 

Power. eloguence, and origiuality character- 
ize *" Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels.—Illusirated Lon- 
don News. 


An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition 
with & sound moral expressed, thou h not ob- 
truded, on the canvas,— Westminster Review, 

M, BENNETT Punlishear 14 Righth Rt.. N.Y 
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An Occult Mystery. 
WHO CAN SOLVE IT? 


A new phenomenal means of curing the sick, 
Safe, reliable, astonishing, successful, available 
everywhere. Address . 

DR. J. M. MOSELEY. 
1327 


141 South 8 h Br., Brooklyn, N, Y, 
KNOW THYSELF! 


TEE untold miseries that re. 
sult from indiscretion in 
early lifo may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
lished by the PEABODY MED. 

8 he D- 
> OA L INSTITU PE, Baston, 

J utitled The Science of Life; 

3 ZA or, Selt Preservation. Ex. 
hau ‘ed viaii x, nervous and physical debiiity, 
or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 
close application to business. may be restored 
and manbood regained. 

Two hundredth exition, revised and enlarged. 
just published. Tt is a standard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom wae 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 
ful and vy ry expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre. 
scriptions forall forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc. 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ton times the price ofthebook, Bound in French 
eloth : price on y $1, sent by mail post-paid. 


rm 


The London Lancet says : " No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefa -tor." 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. 

The author refers by permission to Hon. 
P. A. BISSELL, M.D., President of the Nation- 
al Mediea[ Asgo-intinn 
xii Rs Dauid alt 

, No.4Bulfinch street, 
Boston, Mass, The author HEAL 
may be c: nsalted on ae 

requiring skill and ex- 
pariman a7 THYSELF 

A REPLY TO 
ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D. D. 

BY AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST, 

12mo, 67pp., 25 cts. ; cloth, 50 cts. 

He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
ceives a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall. It is against his 
passiveness that “Socialist” cries out. Is there 
no help for the miserable? he asks. 
trine that government should merely “protect,” 
he attacks, and insists that it should " assist,” 
also, While he does not believe that “ property 
is robbery,” or wholly subscribe to “the world 
owes me a living,” he affirms "the world owes 
mea chance to make a living."— N, Y, Herald. 


A BUSINESS MAN’S RELIGIOUS 


AND SOCIAL VIEWS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 206pp. Price $1. 


The author's conception of & possible future 
life on this earth is really eloquent and beautt- 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see 
what a philanthropic business man has to say 
upon the social problem, from a poor man's 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the bcok. The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals ' Society” in all its ramifica- 
tions of corruption and inhumanity; his ear- 
nest and maniy plea for the social regeneration 
of the lower classes—will, unless we are much 
mistaken. make the book the best-abused and 
best-liked production of the day by these two 
glasses respeotlvely,—Qritical Review, 


The doc- 


GREENBACK-LABOR CHRONICLE 


. F, M. Foca, " Founded by SOT ON 

DON E Weron, j Ep'ne, | CHASE in 1814, - 
HE Oidest, Livest, Oheapest,Greenback-Labor 
Journal in the country. 

Devoted to the interests of labor, the econom- 
ical and just distribution of the products of 
labor, and & scientific financial system—one 
that will not rob labor to enrich idleness. 

PLATFORM. 


1. The Unitel S ates paper dollar to be the 
unit of value, bearing this imprint: United 
States Money—One Dollar. Receivable for pub- 
lic dues and legal tender for private debts, 

3. Theimmediate payment of the bonded debt 
acesrding to "he right reserved to pay it before 
maturity by Ssetion 3693, Revised Statutes, U. B. 

8, Government loaus to the people through 
statea. counties, cities, and towns, to be paid, 
after five years, in twenty annual installments, 
at one per Gent per annum tax. 

4, Government conduct of publie transporta- 
tion and telegraphs. 

5. Government aid to homestead settlers. 

6, Universal adult suffrage. 

7, Abolition of lega] debts. 

8. Abolition of the death-penalty by U, S. law, 
and the substitution of reformatory labor for 
punishment by imprisonment for crime. 

A large 8-page, 56-column paper, $2.00 & year 
in advance. Every yeariy subscriber receives 
his or her choice in five elegant steel plate en- 


ravings, the reta! price of which is $2.00 to $3 00 
gach FOGG, BLOOD & CO., Auburn, Me., Pi.b- 
sbars 


The Gods and Religions 
Ancent and Modern Times, 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes. 
: WRITTEN IN PRISON. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 


Volume IL, which treats principally on all 
the Gods of the world, is out. Volume IL, 
which givsa full description of the Religions 
of Ancient and Modern Times, will be out 
in & few weeks. An interesting aud in- 
structive work. In cloth, $3 per vol. If 
ordered before July 1st, the two volumes 
for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per vol., 
or $7 for the two volumes, Ia Morocco and 
Gilt Edges, $4 50 per vol., or $8 for the two 
volumes. Sent free of postage. 


MACHINERY. 


Hand, Foot, and Power Presses. Die work 
of al] kinds, Perforating Dies 
a specially, 


E. B. STIMPSON, 31 Spruce St., N, Y. 
tJans1. 


CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the, Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leading 
to them are plai: ly treated by that plaineat of 
books, PLAIN HOME TALK RACING 
MEDIOAL COMMON BSENBSÉ-— neariy 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E, B. FOOTE, 
of 120 Lexing'on Ave. N: w York, to whom al! 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19.1878, Mr. Bennett'e 
TRUTH SEEKER thus sveaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: * We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say. 
with all thé assurance that knowledge imparts. 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives and 
motives, whose life has bean spent in instruct- 
lng and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women 
His medica} works possess the bighest value 
and nav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
has so ably imparted. 

Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE. Price of the new Popular Edi 
tion. by mail, postage prepaid. only $1.50. Con- 
tents table free, AGENTS WANT ED. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

199 Fast 98th Rtreet New York. 


DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK, 


“MEDICAL 0001 SENSE’ 


PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 


—EMBRAOING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI: 


OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2, It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases. It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries Of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s. xual relation- 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicats 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 before 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive .a 
copy, well bound, mailed free. ‘Contents table 
sent free for stamp. 


DR. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Liberal friends and patients,throughout 
the United States and Oanadas that he is, as 
usual, treating 


ALL CHRONIO DISEASES, 


and positively curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced incurable. Having had over thirty 
years! experience, Dr. K. is meeting with re- 
markabie success in curing obstinate cases of 
Spermatorrhoa, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes, Epilepsy, 
Paralysis. Neuralgia. Rheumatism, Oatarrh, 
Asthma. Bronchitis, Consumption, Dysentery, 
Plles. Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, 
Genital Organs, and, fu diseases of women 
n8 on Free. ress 
AREA Uo. 
817 Hast 1 n New York, 
Questions for Invalida free, 


JUST PUBLISHED! 
A New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY, 


BY F, E. ASPINWALL, M.D; ^ 


Graduate of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College 
&nd the New York Phrenological 
Institute. 


This work is intended both as a chart for the 
use of phrenologlets and a text-book for stu- 
dents of phrenology. As & chart it will be 
found fuller and more complete than any other 
work of its size on this subject. It contains in 
addition to the "Table of Developments," one 
of “Adaptation to Different Pursuits," and one 
of “ Conjugal Adaptation.” These tables being 
perfectly easy to understand, are calculated to. 
render the work at once both interesting and 
useful The work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
functions, health, etc., and all the faculties and 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvement. Its explanation 
of the principles of phrenology, ete. and its 
other important remarks will be found well 
adapted to the neads of students and others 
who may desire to acquire an elementary knowl- 
edge of phrenology with as little outlay of time 
and abor as possible. In short, this work will 
be found well adapted to the needs'of both stu- 
dents and phrenological examiners. 

The work contains 105 pages, with an excellent 
map of the head, showing the locations of all 
the faculties, and is handsomely printed and 
bound. Price, paper, 60 cents; cloth. 75 cante, 

ddress D. M, BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8+, N. Y. 


Six Lectures on Astronomy, 


By Pror. RIOHARD A. PROCOTOR, 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city, in the winter of 1875-6,and were re. 
orted phonogr& bically expressly for THE 
RUTH SEEKER b Miss . B. Gontcharoff, This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever de- 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person, Price 20 cents. : 


The titles of the Lectures are: 


r Growth of Worlds 

IL Life and Death of Worlds, 

IIL Other Worlds than Ours. 

R4 eL Buns han. Ours. , the Unt 

' 6 Great Mysteries of the Universe. 
VI. Beligion and Astronomy, 


n. M. RENNWT'T 141 Fighth at.. N. Y. 
THE i 


OLERGYMAN‘S VICTIMS. 


A Radical Romance. 
MRS. J. E. BALL. 


This pamphlet of over 100 pages isa pleasing 
animated, domestic story, presenting Liberal 
thought in an agreeable manner, and will be 
read by thousands where heavier, drier, and 
more philosovhical and metaphysical works 
are not preferred. It is a good story to lend 


Ohristian neighbors to read. Price 25 cents. 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 


, BY 
VOLTAIRE. 


Translated from the French by Miss Ellen 
Carroll, The first {ime ever published in Eng- 
tish. Thevamph'et contains nearly 500 of Vol- 
taire’s sharp, terse, sarcastic, sca'hing defial- 
tions of theological and ecclesiastical autjacts, 
terms, and dogmas. There is nothing in the 
world like it. Everybodv oughtto hav a copy. 
130 pages. Price, only 25 cents. 


AN OUTLINE 


OF THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND _ 


RESULTS. 


BY W., S. BELL, 


Thereis probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or mo’ eimportant than 
the French R-volution in the last century. and 
Mr. Bell has traced it ably and in an interestin 
manner. Every one who reads it will ba pleased 
with it. Pice, 25 cents. Send to this office. 


THE 
JAMIBSON-DITZLER DEBATE. 


BETWEEN 
PROF. W, F. JAMIESON, 


Of Chicago, Ill., and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 


OI Kentucky. 


Held in Kirkeville, Mo., during nine evenings 
—May 20-29, 1878. Synopeis report—official. 
This book of 220 pages givs an tnteresting pres- 
entation of the theological questions which 
divide Obhristians and Liberals. ‘Ths Rey. 
Di'zler is regarded as an able defender of his 
favorit Christian doctrines, but it will «ndoubt- 
edly be admitted by the reader that Prof. W. F, 
Jamieson fully met all he had to offer. Obris- 
tian readers will take more kindly to & work of 
tbis kind, giving both sides an equally fair 
chance. than to books on our side oni 
qd tice, in paper covers, 50 cents; well bound, 

5 cents. 


Revelations of Antichrist 


OONOERNING 
Christ and Christianity. 


" This volume gives us mountains of evidence 
that the Ohrist of the Bible was never born, 
never erucifled, never died. . . It contains 
mure deep researches into the far back pages 
of antiquity than any volume ever read 
ANTIOHRIST proves from history that Jame 
Kepha ‘Oephas, alias Peter), and Paul, all live 
before the Onristian era, and so did Jesus 
Ohrist—indeed, many Ohrists and many by the 
name of Jesus, . . my precious collection 
of Liberal works I hav placed this last valuable 
acquisition first and foremost of all.” 

ELMINA D. SLENKER. 

The book contains 446 pages. with a very full 
Index and table of contents, Price, $200, 


The Auth Seeker, Jnly 3, 1880. 
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The Real Issue. 
BY 
| MOSES HULL. 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes itis just the thing. 
Contains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
&selentifie money. = ` 

The Commoner says : 

"Nothing has been written which Will do as 
good, work as this, It is worth its weight in 
gold. 

Price 10 cents. Sold by D. M. BENNETT, 

` 141 Hightn st., New York. 


Correspondence Wanted 


With Liberal and Radical ladies between the 
ages of 23 and 80,by a gentleman in the prime 
of lite, Objact; To share a humble home and a 
loving heart with a lady that suits. None need 
write who are not thoroughly in earnest on 
this subject. Address stating particulars. 

: ATHEIST, 
4'23" Care Truth Seeker office, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment, 

Revised and Enlarged Edition. 

72 pages. 
; D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St.. N. Y. 
E. ka Tbe Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 
dei lMshes. and sells an imperfect, disordared, and 


higal 
t was 


SIDE e e eb 


Price, 25 cents. 


| mangled edition, with all the typogra 
| errors of the edition gf ise, from which 
Jones. ` 


Pirated by the late S. 


VINELAND, 
A regularly educated and legall 
physician, and the most a ie Arg 
practice will prove. 


: Cures all forms Private, € 
m Sexo & ms of » Chronic, and 


i sions (night emissions, by dreams), 
efectivo memory, Physical Decay, 

to Nociety of Fe- 

Loss of Sexual Pow- 
e improper or 
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tG., treated witb equal success, 

Dx. R. P. FeLLows has.within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given uo by their physi- 
clans to die; but by the ald of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians: that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr, Fellows, His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing hls med- 
^ icinos to reaoh tha oange ormie complant in- 
: ended, and at last subdue it, place the Docto 
at the head of his profession. 7 

PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 


ees Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhoea, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before & magist: ate. which 
iq positive and convincing. testimony te the 
Deetor’s great skill. 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
atrictly confidential. Enclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 

[From the Western Reformer.) 


"DR. R. P, FELLOWS 
ja a highly educated and sctentific physician, 
He has an original system of practice, and is 
erfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hav 
Beard many flattering reports of his successful 
aurea of diseases Inafdent to humanity." 


THE 


Philosophy of Spiitualism, 
AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
j BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD, 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
for. Women. 

Read before the New York Liberal Olub, 
March 20 and 27, 1874, 

. Ọloth; price 60 cents. For sale by 
5 D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth Rta R tA 


Uu 


WHAT IS MONEY? 


A DEBATE 


BETWEEN 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form, Price 3 cents. For sale at 
this office. 


Issues of the Age. 
CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED — 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00. 

Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus, 

_ An admirably written, scholarly volume.—X. 
Y. Graphic. : 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
iherough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced,—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought, He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
piratione.—W. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 
Author of" The Essence of Christianity," eto 
Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts, (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance, | 


Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham, The truth-teller is iJl-man- 
nered, therefore immoral, Truthfulness is the 
immorality ot our are l~Fortract 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON, 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH SgEKER. Ít is the beston the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragody was but the to-be-looked-for outeome 
ofthe teaching of the Bible. 

Price 10 cents. , M. BENNETT, 

141 Eighth 8treet.N Y. Oitv. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book ! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


eal Gun. 


By Kerszy Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Joun T, Parry's “ Six- 
teen Baviors or One," Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks, His 
work isareview of Kersey Graves’ Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown ali the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Ohristianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr, Perry's witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their crogs-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selves, Dut condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the caso, This feature of the work is really 
laugha le. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn '' state's ovi- 
dence” againet him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm. 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous &nec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr, Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, " A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry. and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work comprises about 200 pages, 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 


For saleby D., M, BENNETT, 
THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 

An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Just out. By 


NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “ The 
Truth Seeker:” 


Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER, 

12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts, 

This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 


Character of the origin of the religion of 
christ, 


` ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Thelogy, Ete. 


BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefly intended to 


uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author, 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc. 

BY HALSEY R, STEVENS. 
Exira cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


[.] 
Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 
A concise account of the Ohristian religion, 


and ali the prominent religions before an 
since Ohristianity. 


BY HALSEY R, STEVENS, 
. Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


LOVE VENTURES. 


A rose tinted record of love in the tropics, 
with strange and startling adventures thereto 
belonging. Price, 60 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $1.00. 


Positivist Primer: 


Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 


BY O. G. DAVID. 
Price, 75 cents. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A critical study, By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12120, 327 pp. $2.00. 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL BAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp. . . $176. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
| BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12me, 400 pages, price $2 00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation of the Christian church. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting. 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
12mo. 48 pp; paper, 20 cts,; flexible cloth, 35 ets. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 


BY M. SOHLESINGER, PH,D., 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents, 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris- 
tianity 

This is a very valuable and concise work, and 

states in plain and unmistakable language the 


reasons why Ohristianity is a failure, Price, 50 
cents. . 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
OTHER PAPERS, 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM.§ 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents, 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
Land the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH X. PECK. 


Price, at conte, COORTLANDT PALMER, i Peper, 1amo, 08 pagon; prioe, 30 cents, 


~ 


The Rights ot Man. By THOMAS 
PAINE. Written in detense of his fellow- 


man. <A work almost without a peer in the 
world. Large type. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 
80 cents. 


Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BLANCHARD, 12mo. Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

The Heathens of the Heath. By 
Wx. McDonneELL, author of Ex ter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
$1.50. : 

Career of Religious ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science, 
By Hupsun "l'UTTLE. Au able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of. the 
world, 140 pp. 12mo, Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. , 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M, 
BENNETT. Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjects treated can hardly . 
prove uninteresting fo the reader. Paper, 
765 cents; cloth, $1.09. 

The Humphrey-Bennett Discus- 
sion. A debaie between Kev. G, H. HUM- 
PEREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BuwxETT, Editor of '* The Trutn Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
9. Has Infidelity done as much as Christlan- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3. Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cloth (550 
pp.). $1.00. 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Prot, O. A, Buxerss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian University at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Oat., commencing Jnae 29, 1875, 
Reported by John T. Hawke. First Pucro- 
ITION: '' The Christian Religion, us set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin.” Burgess in the afirm- 
ative; Underwood iu the negative. SECOND 
PRorosrrroN: ‘‘ The Bible is erroneous in 
many of iis teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin." Under- 
wood in the affiimative; Burgess in the neg- 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. Ge 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundatic Contrasted with its 
Superstructure, By W. R. Guza, au- 
thor of “ Enigmas of Life," “ Literary and 
Social Judgments,” etc. F, W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the ‘“ Fortnightly 
Review," says: ‘“ Bome twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most 
eminent men of gcience asked, ‘ Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg’s Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was thatof Mr, Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr, 
Greg, coming later, had the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on all 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare, 
Since bishops, deans, learned Canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally to 
go thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the' public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable tbat this 
historica] argument—occupying* precisely 
the ground Which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable,” 

One volume, crown octavo, with com- 
lete index, The London edition sold for 
$5. Price of American edition, cloth, $1,590. 

The Underwood-Marples De- 
bate. Between B. F, UmxDERWOOD, of 
Boston, and the Rev. Jonn MaurLxs, of 
Toronto, Ont, Held at Napanee, Ont., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
Frusr: “That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are Wlogical aud con- 
trary .o Reason.”  BzCoND: ‘The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond all other books its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood de- 
nies, Reported in ful, and revised by the 
debaters, 111 pp. Paper, 89 cents; cloth, 
60 cents. 

interrogatories to Jehovah, By 
D. M. BENNETT, A series of close questions 
upon & great Variety of subjects, irom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, the 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embraced by. the 
Church. With a tull-length portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work,  12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Auswer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturaliy-Re- 
vealed, Infalibly-Inspired, and Miraculousiy- 
Aitested Religion in the World? By E, E, 
GuiLp, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of tbe author. ln four perta. 
Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 50 cents. M 

Truth Seeker Leaflets, ot two pages 
each. 'iniriy-two in umover; & cents per 
dozen; 8 cents for the set; 25 ccnts per hun- 
dred; $2.00 per thousand. 

Adventures of Elder Triptoiemus 
Tub, Comprises important aud starting 
disclosures concerning hell, its magnitude, 
morals, employments, climate, etc. By 
Rev. GEonaE Roguxs. Á rich, interesting 
little work. Paper, AG cents — 
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Gems of Thought. 


Odds and Ends. — 


Waar is a weed? A plant, the virtues of 
which hay not yet been discovered.— Emerson. 


On earth there is nothing great but man; in 
man there is nothing great but mind.—Sir Will- 
iam Hamillon. 


Teuta is brought to light by time and refisc- 
tion. while falsehood gathers strength from 
precipitation and bustle.—TZacitus, 


Reason, my father, by the gods is given, 
To men, the noblest treasure we ean boast. 
—Sophocles. 


THE common rabble estimate few things ac- 
eording to their real value; most things ac- 
cording to the prejudices of their minds.— 
Cicero, 


TRELAWNY asked Shelley « on one occasion, 
” Do you bellevein the immortality of the soul?” 
Shelley’s answer was unmistakable, '" Certainly 
not; how can I? We know nothing; we hav no 
evidence," —Solheran. 


Dip the Aimighty, holding in his right ana 
truth, and in his left hand, search-after-truth, 
deign to proffer me the one I might prefer, in 
all humility, but without hesitation, I should 
request search-after-truth.— Lessing. 


KNOWLEDGE is as food. and needs no less 
Her temperance over appetite, to know 
In measure what the mina may wel! contain ; 
Oppresses else will surfeit, and soon turns 
Wisdom to folly, as nourishment to wind. 

— Milton, 


Or all the senseless babble I hav ever had .oc- 
casion to read, the demonstrations of those 
philosophers who undertake to tell us all about 
the nature of God would be the worst; if they 
were not surpassed by the still greater absur- 
dities of the philosophers who try to prove that 
there is no God.—Huzley, 


Tug clergy keep telling us that it is danger- 
ous for the mind of man to be free, I deny it. 
Out on the intellectual sea there is room 
enough for every sail. In the intellectual air 
there is room enough for every wing. And the 
man who does not do his own thinking is & 
Blave, and does not do his duty to his fellow- 
men.—Zngersoll. 


Waar is aman, 
If his chief good and market of his time 
Be but to sleep and feed? a beast, no more. 
Sure, he that made us with such larga dis- 
course, 
Looking before and after, gava us not 
That capability and God-like reason 
To rust in us unused.—Shakspere, 


Ir is astonishing how a conception of origi- 
nal sin or total depravity. which transforms 
God from an object of adoration and affection 
into a hideous and detestable being, could at 
anytime, however barbarous, hav been found 
acceptable,or how the casuistries by which peo- 
ple strive to modify its hardness could ever 
hav been listened to with common patience.— 
Strauss. 


TzEOLOGIANB no longer speak with authority, 
They are content to suggest and to deprecate 
hasty contradiction. Those who believed on 
trust hav passed into uncertainty. Those who 
uphold orthodoxy cannot agree on what ground 
to defend it. . . . Doctring once fixed as a 
rock are now fluid as water. Truth is what 
moen trow. Things are what men think, . , , 
What is generally doubted is doubtful.— Froude, 


Ir the view I hav taken did really and logi- 
cally lead to Fatalism, Materialism, and Athe- 
ism, I should profess myself a Fatalist, Mate- 
rialist, and Atheist; and Ishould look upon 
those who, while they believed in my honesty 
of purpose and intellectual competency, should 
raise a hue and ery against me, as people who 
by their own admission preferred lying to 
truth and whose opinions therefore were un- 
worthy of the smallest attention.—Huzley, ` 


A PEW years ago a Methodist clergyman took 
jtupon himself to giv me a plece of friendly 
advice: "Although you may disbelieve the 
Bible. you ought not to say 80. That you 
should keep to yourself.” “Do you believe 
the Bible?" said I. He replied, " Most assured- 
ly,” to which I retorted: '' Your answer conveys 
no information to me. You may be following 
your own advice. You told metosuppress my 
opinions. Of course & man who will advise 
others to dissimulate will not always be partic- 
ular about telling the truth himself,” —Inger- 
soll, 


ALL that is necessary, as it seems to me, to 
convince any reasonable person that the Bible 
is simply and purely of human invention—of 
barbarian invention—is to read it. Read it as 
you would any other book ; think of it as you 
would of any other ; get the bandage of rever- 
ence from your eyes ;. drive from your heart 
the phantom of fear; push from the throne of 
your brain the cowled form of superstition— 
then read the holy Bible, and you will be 
amazed that you ever, for one moment, sup- 
posed & being of infinit wisdom, goodness, 
and purity to bethe author of such ignorance 
and such atrocity.—Jngersoli, 


Iv is not by shirking difficulties that we can 
remove them or escape them ; nor by evading 
the perplexing problems of life or speculation 
that we can hope to solve them; nor ‘by saying 
Hush! to every over-subtle questioner that 
the question can be answered or the asker si- 
lenced. Men cannot go-on forever living upon 
half-exoloded shams; keeping absolute laws 
with admittedly false preambles on their stat- 
ute beoks; professing creeds only half credit- 
ed and quite incredible; standing and sleeping 
on suspected or recognized volcanoes: erecting 
both their dwellings and their temples on ice 
which the first dreaded rays of sunlight they 
know must melt away.—Greg, 


'"ARE you prepared for death?” theclergyman 
asked, with a tremor of emotion in his voice as 
he took the sick. woman's hand in his own.. A 

shade of patient thought crossed the invalid's 
face, &nd by-and-bye she said ''she didn't 
hardly believe she Was ; there was the little 
bedroom carpet to be taken up yet, ‘and the 
paint up-stairs had hardly been touched, and 
she did want to put up new curtains in the 
dining-room; but she thought if she didn’t die 
until next Monday she would be about as near 
ready as a woman with a big family and no 
girl ever expected to be.” That woman. got 
well, 

CHRISTIANS, : 
Two ragged urchins stood one day 
Beside the great church door, ' 
And watched the folks in rich array 
From out the temple pour. - 


" My eyes! but ain't they tony though Le 
And don’t they sport the dregs! 
What be they, Joe?” “Oh, Idunno— - 
They're Christian folks, I guess.” 


` They be! Then if we had the cash. 
: And nothing else to do, 
And washed and dressed and cut a dash, 
Bhould we be Christians too?” 
—Boston Transcript, 


AUNT SALLIE'S CoNCLUBIONS.—'" The Liberal 
League! La me.” says Aunt Sallie, " what 
new-fangled society is that?” and ahe dropped 


the first number of the Rational Appeal, and 42, Elijah the Tish 


took a huge pinch of snuff. 

“Ob, that.” says the elegant nephew, compla- 
cently stroking his mustache. "is a Liberty 
party that advocates the equality of human 
rights, the taxation of church propertw, etc.” 

. | Taxing the house of God,” echoed Aunt Sal- 
He, " wouldn't that be awfully blashemous und 
wicked !” 

“Oan’t see it in that light." said the irrever- 
ent nephew, ' for common report makes him 
the richest monopolist in the world, owning | 54, 
the earth and the fulness thereof, to say noth- 
ing of the eattle on a thousand hills.” 

“Sartin,’ mused Aunt Sallie reflectivly, “I 
don’t see why he is not just as able to pay his 
taxes as the Widow Brown. with only that small 
house and lot,and five children to support, But 
I don’t know what the minister will say, for he 
is always begging for him as though he was the 
raggedest pauper in town.”—Rational Appeal. 


MR. and Mrs. Tom Mulcahy lived on a farm: 
They were shrewd and thrifty, and had the rep- 
utation of being close. Finally Mrs. Mulcahy 
sickened and was about to die, Finding herself 
nearing the end, she expressed a desire to put 
things in order before that event occurred, and 
old Tom prepared to listen, | i 

"Tom," said Mrs, Mulcahy, ‘‘there’s Mrs. 
Smith up at the crossing, she owes me $1.80 for 
butter; see ye get it.” 

"Binsible to the last! Sinsible to the last!” 
said Tom, "TIl get it.” 

“Taen—then there's Mrs. Jones up at the 
creek, she owes me $1.50 for chickens.”’ 

"Ahl look at that now for a mind; she forgets 
nothing.” 

“And Mrs, Brown in the village, she owes me 
$2.80 for milk,” 

“D’ye hear that ?- Sinsible to the last! Sinsi- 
ble to the last | -Go on. my dear.” 

“And—and—” 

" Yis ?" 

" "And Mrs, Roberts, at the toli-gate, I owe 
er——” 

"Ah'! poor dear! poor dear !" broke in old 
Tom, hastily; “how her poor mind does be 
wandering] Sure we've allowed her to talk too 
much intirely, 80 we hav." 


OCENSUS.TAEING.—''Hav you got my name 
down?" demanded one woman, 

"Alice Gaffney,” was the response, 

“Well. it ain't Gaffney ; it's Gooligan, I'm one 
of the Gooligan family of the Eleventh ward, 
and I want it put down.” - 

The desired change was.made and the woman 
satisfied. 

In another house was found a burly, jet-black 
negro, with a white wife holding a baby in her 
arms. Their marriage certificate hung in a 
conspicuous position on the wall, and the man 
pointed to it with evident pride. The baby bore 
the high-sounding name of Arthur Eugene 
Forrebse, and when asked its color the man 
responded with a Jaugh: 

"Dat's our baby, but I don't know whether 
you'd call him black or white; 'spose you call 
him half-and-half? Dat chile was born back 
here in Cullen street, de hardest street in Phil- 
&delph y." 

Having given his oceupation as soap-fat gath- 
erer, the man inquired what all the questions 
were asked for. He was told that they were to 
be sent to Washington, 

" Hole on, hole on !" he exclaimed; “I don't 
want to go to Washington as no soap-fat gath- 
erer. I' Bea cook by purfession; put me down 
a cook.” ' 

At another p'ace a brazen-looking white 
woman asked if the police were collecting in- 
formation to send them all to the House of 
Correction. Oneold colored man asked: 

"Is dis yere for de draft? Bekase I'll play 
sick like I did when I was in de army before, 
Yah, yah, yah!” 

A colored woman weighing about three hun- 
dred pounds leaned out of a second-story win- 
dow and coolly surveyed the visitors as they 
rapped atthe door, Then she'áeked what they 
wanted. 

“We want to gee you a moment,” was the 
reply. 

" Well, here I is," she responded, with a 
chuckle; “ de Lord knows T’ 8e bl enough for 
you to soe me,” - 
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132. My Religious Belief. Eia E. Gibson cod 
133, The ‘Authority of the Bible. Underwood 
134. Talks with the Evangelists | 
135. Is there a Future Lite? 
186, Torquemada and. the Inquleition, Ben- 
-8 


187, Christian Love, O. L. James E 8 


ái 


|| Vol. II. 


138. Béiénce of the Bible, John Jasper 1 
139. Massacre of St, m Preston 6 
140. Astro-Theology 2 
1 Bese oral enais E o 
142. Synopsis o B gner: L. 8a 
143. Ohang Wau Hos. Rif Por ae a 
144, The Comstock Laws . 
145. If you take away my — what win? 
~- :you giv me instead? Martin 
1e, ‘Seymour Times s Frayer lagna E 

7, Reply to The Index on Comstock Laws 10 
148, When did Panl Liv? Scholasticus yi 3 
149. Age of Sham: 
150, The Tiberty « of Printing and Reply, Hurl 

` but an akeman 
151. What is.the Bible? M. W.H 
152. A Rsmarkab'e Book. R, W. "Douglas 
153, -biberty and Morality, M. D. Conway 
154, Reminiscences of ‘Thomas Paine. David 
ruce a 


[7 avob 


BOIENTIFIO SERIER, 


1. Hereditary. Transmission. Prof. Louis 
:. . Elsberg, M.D. 

2, Evolution; from the Homogeneous to the 
Heterogeneous. B. F, rwood, 

8, Darwinism, B. F, 
4, Literature of the Insane, 
e Graduated At of Sex. ` Mra, ‘Chase. MD. 


t an 
Frederic R, Marvin, 
& How ro Marsupial Animals Propagate 
eir k 
.9,;TheUnseen World. Prof. John Fisk 
10, Thekvolusion Theory — Huxley's hess 


~ Lecture 10 

11. Is America the New World? L.L.Dawson. 8 
12. Evolution. Teaches neither Atheism nor 

Materialism, R.8. Brigham, M.D., 6 
13. Nibble at Mr. Jobn Fiskos Crumb for 

he Modern Symposium, 7 


icons on one dollar’s worth 10 percent off; 
on two dollars’ worth, 20.off; on five dollars, 
worth, 40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off, 


As few oras ma 
ordorad ag deaiee any of any given kind may be 


Mrs. Besant's Tracts. 
Prices Reduced. 


Natural Religion vs, Revealed . 
Religion, 

The Fruits ot Christianity, 
Constructiv Rationalism, 

On E.ernal Torture, 

On Prayer, . 

The True Basis of Morality, 

The Gospel of Christianity and the 
Gospel of Freethought, 

Is the Bible Indictable? 

ALSO 

The Law of Population; Its 

. Consequences and its Bearings 
Upon Human Conduct and Mora's, 40 
Marriage; As it Was, As it Is, and 

A3 it Should Be, 40 


The last two contain a fine steel-plate 
engraving of Mrs, Besant. 


There i8 no clearer, better writer in 
the English language. 
XN ADDITION, 


The Church and Education, 5 
On the Penaus Education 

of Children, 5 
Government, “An Essay. By d 
Charles Moran. 10 
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Address G. O, SMITH. . 
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Your sermons stir me like trumpets. Iconos 


clasm is the best sermon ever delivered in an 
American pulpit.—Robert @, Ingersoll, 


Will the parties who subseribed for the pore 


trait of Mr, B. P. Andrews please send their 


Dames and state the amount subscribed, and 
oblige the artist, . L, E, VARNI, 
132 Carroll St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
_ THE PEOPLE’S EDITION, 


Paper Covers, 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures.” 
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Paine,” * Individuality,” “ Heretic : 
asies.” i 50 cents, retics and Her 


“The Ghosts, 
other Lectures.” 


OCoxTENTS,—' The Ghosts,” “Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Child,” "' Declaration Bh A eres 
ence,” ‘arming in Illinois,” "Speech at Oin- 
einnati," “The Past Rises Betoro Me Like a 
Dream." Price 50 cents 


Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 
Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
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Imperial, or large 8126... .000008 40 cents, 
Photo, or card $26... ......... 90 cents. 
Life-size lithograph, 21x21... ... 50 cents. 
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. Notes and Clippings. 


A MAN has invented a chair that can be ad- 
justed to eight hundred different positions, It 
is designed for a boy to sitin when he goes to 
church. : 


GEORGE RIPLEY, the well-known writer and 

critic, who was associated with Emerson, Dana, 

,;, Hawthorne, and others inthe Brook Farm com- 
* munity, died on the 4th, 


Tur venerable Mrs, Tyler, the widow of ex- 
President Tyler, has joined the Roman Oatho- 
lic church. Her daughter and granddaughter 
unite with Mrs. Tyler in taking this step. 


A LITTLE Sunday-school miss was asked by 
her teacher,‘ What must people do in order to 
go to heaven?" "Dio, I suppose," replied the 
little one. The teacher didn’t question her any 
further. molt 


A vouNG man convicted at Athens, Georgia, 
of forgery, was, according to the Atlanta Con- 
stitution, “ an activ- member of the Young Men's 
Christian Association.” yet he habitually 
" played and drank in the billiard saloons.” 


Tux Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas has 
decided that money lost by betting on a race 
cannot be recovered through the law in that 
state, which only covers ‘money wagered upon 
any game of address or of hazard.” The case 
was a bet on a pedestrian mateh. 


Tux new oath for the French soldiers con- 
tains no reference to the Deity or the republic, 
It will be taken on the 14th of July, as follows: 
“Inthe name ofthe regiment. swear on my 
honor to remain faithful to the Constitution, 
and to defend this flag until death.” 


THE outcry against the emigration from Ire- 
land is preposterous. Lord Oarlisle, a former 
lord-lieutenant, hit the mark when he said that 
he: hoped the emigration would continue till 
those left could always command by their labor 
sixty cents a day; but that is just what many 
landlords don’t want. 


. Tas Methodist ministers of Boston hav for* 
mally requested the city authorities to cease giv- 
ing free concerts on Sunday in the publie parks, 
on the ground that such musis is *' promotiv of 
Sabbath desecration and injurious to public 
morals,” They seem to be afraid of all opposi- 
tion to and competition with their dolorous 
psalm singing. 


THE shy planet Mercury now once more visits 
the evening sky, and those who keep a sharp 
watch for him goon after sundown will catch 
him twinkling a few degrees above the western 
horizon. It is thrae months since he last shone 
in the west after the sun. and during that time 
he has made the circuit of his two-hundred- 
million-mile track, and is ready for another 
lap, 

Tux Mayor of New Bedford was invited to 
Make an address ata union Sunday-school pic- 
nic, The Methodist minister thereupon advised 
his congregation to stay away, saying, * When I 
joined the church of.Christ I promised to re- 
nounce the devil and ‘all his works, and I can- 
not now allow the schools to be represented by 
the person proposed without entering a-pro- 
test.” 


Many people are under the impression that 
England stands at the head of all the Conti- 
nental nations as regards the number of its 
periodical publications. Such is not the case. 
Germany heads the list with 3,778; England fol- 
lows with 2.509; and France comes next with 
23,000, There is then s great falling off. Amer- 
ica boasts 9,129, being more than the three na- 
tions above named put together. 


Ir is noticeable that most of the Bacealaure- 


i ate sermons this year refer either directly or 


remotely to the prevailing sentiments of skep. 
tieism. They handle the subject very gingerly, 
however, and are characterized by a wailing 
refrain of “Please don't do it." But none of 
them picture the horrors of hell as a penalty, 
How differently this thing was doue a quarter 
of a century ago. What has made the change? 


‘Tux Jesuits are now being expelled as quick- 
ly as possible. Great excitement prevails all 


over Paris in consequence of a recent dem- 
onstration, both against and for the Jesuits, 
While belng expelled from their institution in 
the Rue de Nevres a large crowd gathered at the 


4 


entrance and hooted the priests issuing there- 
from. At Lille and other provincial towns the 
demonstrations were, however, mostly in favor 
of the order. ae 


PaEAOHING to New York Presbyterians on 
Sunday, the Rev. Principal Cairns, of Edin- 
burgh, uttered these words: '' Every true Chris- 
tian is independent of light from without. He 
does not need the testimony of the church. He 
has, in the language of the apostle, an unction 
of the Holy Ghost.” What is this but George 
Fox’s doctrine of the "inner light?" Is the 
Rev, Principal Cairns a Quaker masquerading 
in a Geneva gown? 


An English elergynian, the Rav. Thomas Rat- 
eliffe, Vicar of Stapleford, was charged before 
the Nottingham county magistrates the other 
day with assaulting Sarah Johnson, a married 
woman. It appeared that the complainant 
went to the churchyard on Friday night for the 
purpose of cutting the grass growing on her 
child's grave. While so engaged the defendant 
appeared, and, Charging her with trespassing, 
struck her and knocked her down, He was 
fined a guinea. 


Some little girls in a Brooklyn Sunday-school 


were studying the history of David, the passage 


for the day being that which describes the shep- 


herd boy’s victory over Goliath. The teacher 
asked the question, “ Now, can any of you, little 
girls, tell me who killed the giant?” Quick ag 
thought one of the smallest responded, " Jack.’ 
The teacher had some dffficulty in explaining 


the difference between the inspired yarn and 
m no less authentic story of" Jack the Giant 
Killer." 


Deacon Jackson, of Bt. Louie, called a sister 
in the church " an old cow.” She had him ar- 
raigned before a committee, which recom- 
mended his suspension, but a majority of the 
ehureh voted against such punishment. That 
was the situation when, at a prayer-meeting, 
Deacon Jackson took his accustomed place in 
the amen corner. The pastor suggested that 
under the circumstances, he had better take a 
back seat. He refused to be thus humiliated, 
Then Deacons Smith and Bird ojected him 
after a violent struggle. 


WEHEN Anthony Comstock told our reporter 
of the vast quantity of'*evil reading " and pic- 
tures he had seized from little children in & 
school up town we could not resist the impres- 
sion that he was rather too serenely confident 
of our innocent credulity. Now, the Superin- 
tendent of Schools says this remark of Qom- 
stock’s was all " blow," and that he intends to 
call upon Mr. Comstock officially to designate 
the school. We imagin that the vice suppressor 
will find it harder to point to chapter and verse 
in this affair than he does when he addresses 
Sunday-schools on his life work.— Truth, 


Ons of the subjects for study or discussion at 
the Conference of Believers for Bible Study at 
Olifton Springs, N. Y., is, "Theo Testimony of 
Scripture in Relation to Itself,” Literally de- 
fined, this means the testimony the text of the 
Bible offers in proof of its own divinity, Truly 
an interesting subject, and one of which a dis- 
cussion will immensely advance the claims of 
that book to inspiration. Doubters want exter- 
nal-collateral evidence, not the mere assertions 
of the book, to satisfy them. If books are to be 
allowed to prove their inspiration by their awn 
assertions, the market could goon be glutted, 


TRUTH must persist in directing public atten- 
tion to the many abuses incident to steamboat 
travel. Hither the officials to whom the super- 
visory duty is entrusted are not numerous 
enough, or they are jncompetent. Steamboats 
daily leave the piers crowded far beyond their 
legalized capacity, But few or more are pro- 
vided with a sufficient number of boats in oase 
of an accident, and the life-preseryers in many 
instances are of tha poorest kind, The late dis- 
asters hav only had a temporary influence in 
the way of increased vigilance, and something 
more radical in the way of change js imperas 
tivly needed,—Truth. 


Irthe Rov. Dr, Waish is correct in his exe 
planation of Anthony Comstock’s prosecution 
of the Sabin case, it is the most scoundrelly 
piece of business Comstook ever undertook. 
The character of the books he bought of Sabin 
was such that it seemed nothing could he said 
in defense of Mr, Subin. It is due to Comstock 
that he be heard before opinions are formed 


but if it shall finally appear that to revenge 
himself upon Mr, Sabin for.once having been 
witness against him he induced that gentle- 
man’s gon to buy him these books on the plea 
that he was an amateur collector of prints, as 
the Baptist clergyman charges, no punishment 
known to thé law would be too severe for this 
man, who professes to be engaged in the work 
of purifying publie morals.—Zruth. . 


THE Old Catholic church seems to be in a 
worse plight than ever, At the meeting in 
Geneva of the Swiss Old Catholic Synod, Bishop 
Herzog reported that in the canton of Berne 
alone twelve parishes and ten priests were lost 
during the year. This was by reason of the 
parish election laws, through whose operation 
the Roman Catholios succeeded in electing their 
own priests, and thus getting the appropriation 
which the government allows. In other cases 
there was a similar result to electione. In only 
two parishes where elections were held were 
the Old Catholics successful. Only forty eigbt 
parishes are now left to them. A new book of 
prayer, compiled by Bishop Herzog, was adopt- 
ed by the Synod. The original promoters of 
the Old Oatholic organization are greatly dis- 
souraged, and there are now no fears that the 
Roman Oatholie church will suffer any losses in 
this direction: 


Tu Observer recently offered a prizs for the 
best essay refuting modern Infidelity. The 
prize has been awarded, If the Observer really 
desired to benefit mankind, why did it not offer 
a prize for the best essay on the subject of mod- 
ern Infidelity? Would the Albany Law Journal 
offer a prize for the best essay against usury, or 
in favor of the Statute of Limitations, or for or 
ainst either side of these or any other legal 
subjects? Or should we expect a medical so- 
ciety to offer priz3s for the best essay against 
the theory of emotiozal insanity? Would not 
prizes be offered in these cases for the best 
essay on the subjects, leaving each writer to his 
own view? And would not the best thought be 
called out in this way? Why is it, then, that a 
religious journal, in hunting after thought on 
modern Infidelity, should confine contestants 
for its prizes to one side of the issue? Is it bo- 
cause Infidelity is so strong and the foundation 
of modern religion so weak that the former 
must be choked off to prevent its gaining the 
supremacy? 


Tus Indianapolis Journal is responsible for 

the following touching “pome :" 

I thought the deacon liked me, yet 

I we'n'tadgackly shore of hit— 

For, mind ye, time and time agin, 

When jiners ud be comin’ in, 

T'd seo him shakin’ hands as free 

With other sisters as with me! 

But juring last revival 

He called on me to lead in prayer, 

And kneeled there with me side by side, 

A-Whisperin' he felt sanotifled, 

Jes’ techin’ of my garment’s hem— 

That settled things as far as thom 

Thare other wimmin was concerned !— 

An’—well! I know Y must a-turned 

A dozen colors. Fiurried? La! 

No mortal sinner ever saw 

A gladder widder than the one 

A-Eneelin’ there and wanderun 

Who'd pray | So glad, upon my word, 

T railly couldn't thank the Lord ! 


Tur meteor that fef] near Macon, Ga.. on 
Tuesday night i8 said to hav looked as big asa 
barrel, and as it rushed down the sky it lighted 
up the whole city. When it exploded the earth 
shook and the frightened negroes dropped on 
their knees and began to pray, recalling the 
seenes an the Southern plantations during the 
great meteor shower of 1833. It is estimated 
that the meteor struck the earth about forty 
miles from Macon, Jt is interesting, in the 
light of astronomers’ theories, to contemplate 
the possibjlity that this mass may hav been 
hurled from the syun-during some disturbanos 
of his surface, like those that are now visible 
through a telescope, It is fortunate thgt the 
great eontra] orb of the solar system does not 
often amuse himself by throwing a million- 
pound shot at some one of his fleet of worlds. 
Still more interesting is the theory that such 
meteors hay been ghot forth from a distant 
star, Sirius or Aldebaran perhaps, and hav 
fallento rest upon our earth after a journey 
through space whose length makes an arith- 
metic nod, 3 a 


Events of the Week. 


NEARLY fifty thousand immigrants arrived at 
this port in June; 


| Tzxas Jaor, the noted gcout, died at Denver, 
Ool., on the 29th ult, 


THE Cuban insurgents are meeting with dis- 
heartening reverses. 


THE number of deaths from heat in this city 
is daily’decreasing, though many are reported 
yet, 


ta 
THE losses by the recent overflow of the Mis- 
sissippi in Illinois will exceed one million 
dollars. . 


Forty-THREE dead bodies hav been recovered - 
thus far from the wreck of the burnt steamer 
Beawanhaka. 


^T the recent intérnational shooting match at 
Dollymount, Ireland, the American team won 
by twelve points. 


A FREE ice-water fountain has been presented 
tothis city for the benenfit of the public bya 
temperance society, 


THE damage caused directly and indirectly 
by a recent break in the Lachine Canal will 
amount to $1,500,000, 


AN elevator that will store fifteen hundred 
thousand bushels of grain was recently com« 
pleted in Jersey City. 


Boxs in New Jersey are being paid three 
cents a quartfor killing potato bugs, which are 
destroying the potato erop, 


: THE fast mail service between this city and 
the West, which was suspended some time 
since, was revived on the 5th. 


BaApLAUGH has finally won his seat in Parlia- 
ment; but the opposition threaten to prosecute 
him, though what for is not known. 


A PHILADELPHIA policeman shot and killed 
two rowdies; and though he was acquitted for 
the deed, he was driven insane with remorse. 


THERE is some prospect of a reconciliation 
between the pore and Prussia. The pope is 
yielding one point of difference after another. 


THE president of the Boston and Albany 
Railroad and another person were killed by a 
railroad accident at New London, Ot.,on the 
1st inst. 


Disastrous floods are reported from the 
Pacific Coast, The rivers of Washington terri- 
ritory, Oregon, and British Oolumbia are over- 
flowing. 


GaassHoPPERS are following and gleaning 
after the army worm on Long Island, The 
farmers are sprinkling theic land with tobacco 
dust as & preventiv. 


THE iron miners at Mine Hill, Dover, N. J. 
are on strike. The striking Second-avenue 
horse-car drivers of this city are returning to 
work at the old rates. 


SEVERAL disturbances hav taken place in 
France in connection with the expulsion of the 
Jesuits ; the most serious one was at Havre, 
where the soldiers cl arged a crowd, wounding 
several. 


THE Rev. Mr. Hunt, of Brooklyn, charged 
with having committed an inhuman assault on 
his little stepson, has been acquitted, one of the 
jurymen saying that though they knew he was 
guilty, they would say to him, '* Go and sin no 
more P 


| THERE is trouble in the Fenian camp, They 
recently held a convention at Philadelphia, and 
sent a committee to ascertain what had been 
done with the Skirmishing Fund—some $80,000 
~-but the custodians of the fund refuse to giv 
any account of it. 


Da. TANNER, the fasting physician from Win- 
nesots, is now undergoing a long fast in this 
city. He has fasted over a week, and intends 
fasting forty days. He is carefully watched by 
@ guard of physicians, who do not leave his 
side for a moment, 


KEARNEX's followers in San Francisco hav 
turned against him, and at a recent meeting at 
the sand lots the feeling was so strong against 
him that threats were made of hanging him, 
and he had te be rescued from the mob and 
driven off in a hack by the police. 


35 Qr Truth Seeker, Iuin 10, 1880. 


art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of 
thy womb. "And whence is this to me that the 
mother of my:Lord should come to me‘? .For,lo, 
as soon ag the voice of thy salutation.sounded'in 
mine^ears the babe leaped in my womb for joy. 
And blessed is she that believed; for there shall be 
a performance of those things which were told her 
from the Lord” (Luke i, 40-45). 

The chaste commentators declare that the “ babe 
leaping ” denoted that “this mateynal sensation was 
something extraordinary—a sympathetic emotion of 
the unconscious babe at the presence of his Lord;” 
or, in other words, that the six months’ foetus was 
conséious of the conception of Mary, and that. the 
child conceived by the Holy Ghost was the “Lord.” 

Could it. be believed that some men, in the light 
of the nineteenth century, would write themselves 
down as such credulous dupes or knaves were it not 
for the fact before our eyes in print? And, further- 
more, that silly men and women could be found 
who would believe such wicked nonsense? 

The design is apparent. In order to prove that 
Jesus was the son of God, the Holy One, who had 
been prophesied of from the Garden of Eden, “the 
seed of the woman that shall bruise the serpent’s 
head,” the Savior, yea, the very Lord God himself, 
the account is made to represent that first the fœtus 
was inspired to leap, and then the mother to know 
and affirm, without any external knowledge, that 
Mary had thus conceived the Lord, for our divines 
go on to say that, “turn this as we will, we shall 
never be able to see the propriety of calling an 
unborn child ‘Lord,’ but by supposing Elizabeth, 
like the prophets of old, was enlightened to per- 
ceive the Messiah’s divine nature, upon whom (Mary) 
and her unborn babe, in an ecstacy of inspiration, 
she pronounces a Benediction, feeling it to be a won- 
der unaccountable that the mother of her Lord should 
come to her.” The holy divine adds that * the vir- 
gin received an additional benediction (verse xlv, 
‘she that believed’) for her implicit faith, in tacit 
and delicate contrast with her own husband.” It 
will be remembered that Zacharias fearing, doubted, 
jand as a judgment was struck dumb. Elizabeth 
and Mary had no such squeamish fear in regard to 
Mr. Angel’s predictions and performances, and the 
doubting husband could be reproved by the wife for 
his incredulity. No doubt these lovely pattern 
women would like to have persuaded the husband 
and lover to believe the miraculous interposition of 
God in the presence of Gabriel in their absence, the 
one hidiffg and the other at home in Nazareth, or 
with her cousin Elizabeth. 

We have no account that Gabriel visited them 
during their pregnancy, but as many important 
items are omitted in God’s word, the fact might not 
have been stated. The divines go into rapture over 
the holy visit, exclaiming, “ What an honored roof 
was that which overarched these cousins, and yet 
not a trace of it now is to be seen, while the prog- 
eny of these two women, the one but the honored 
pioneer of the other, have made the world new." 

As soon as Elizabeth ceased her benediction, Mary 
caught up the strain and in ten verses magnifies the 
Lord for what he has done for her, etc. The holy 
commentators are again in raptures over this “ mag- 
nificent canticle,” and inquire; “Is it unnatural to 
suppose that the spirit of the blessed Virgin had 
been drawn beforehand into mysterious sympathy 
with the ideas and tone of this hymn? . . . In 
both songs these holy women, filled with wonder to 
behold ‘ the proud, the mighty, the rich,’ passed by, 
and in their persons the lowliest chosen to usher in 
the greatest events, rejoiced in that great law of 
the kingdom of God by which he delights to * put 
down the mighty from their seats and exalt them of 
low degree. ” 

Was not there a little of the selfishness and pride 
of the old carnal Adam exercised in those grateful 
songs by these holy women, Messrs. Divines, since 
themselves are the chosen who had “found favor 
with God," even though it is attempted by a mis- 
construction to convey the.false impression that “in 
both songs the strain dies away on Christ," referring 
to Hannah of the Old Testament notoriety, who 
sung in similar circumstances the birth of her son 
Samuel, “under the name of Jehovah’s King,” who 
was the Christ. 

* Mary abode with Elizabeth about three months, 
and then returned to her own house.” Then we 
catch a heavenly glimpse,in scene fifth, of John's 
birth and circumcision : : 

“Now Elizabeth’s full time came that she should 
be delivered ; and she brought forth a son. And 
her neighbors and her cousins heard how, the Lord 
had shewed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced 
with her. And it came to pass that on the eighth 
day they- came to circumcise the child; and they 
called him Zacharias, after the name of his father. 
And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he 
shall be called John. And they said unto her, There 
is none of thy kindred that is called by this name. 


Communications. 


The Godly Women of the Bible.—Continued, 
BY AN UNGODLY WOMAN OF THE 19TH CENTURY, 
ELIZABETH AND MARY.—CONTINUED. 


Now, this Holy Ghost is nowhere described in the 
sacred scriptures. Only the effects of his administra- 
tion aré considered of any importance. But the god- 
ly commentators have told us “that the Holy Ghost 
is a living, conscious person, is plainly implied here, 
and is elsewhere clearly taught (Acts v, 3,4); and 
that in the unity of the godhead he is distinct both 
from the Father and the Son, is taught with equal 
distinctness (Matt. xxviii, 19; 2 Cor. xiii, 14).” 

Of course we must accept this lucid definition, 
which will aid us mightily. So then the Holy 
Ghost was and is a veritable person, of the mascu- 
line gender. Please bear that fact in mind as the 
holy farce proceeds. 

It was promised Zacharias that his baby John 
should “be filled with the Holy Ghost even from his 
mother’s womb.” Now if the Holy Ghost was a 
full-grown person, must not that baby-boy have 
been stuffed to a bursting uncomfortableness to 
have been filled with an adult person, a ghost, too, 
and a holy one besides? Moreover, how about the 
Ghost, to be crowded into a little baby ? 

Again. This Holy Ghost person is not. intro- 
duced or rendered visible in the sacred drama, not- 
withstanding Gabriel told Mary that “the Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee.” Aceepting the defi- 
nition above, “a living conscious person, distinct 
from both the Father and the Son,” and that the 
* godhead united is the infinite or universe,” when 
this person—one-third of the. godhead or the infi- 
nite—'* came upon Mary,” must not an avalanche 
have fallen upon "her? We leave a blank for the 
commentators to fill, which several do in this wise: 
* Power of the highest, the immediate energy of 
the godhead, conveyed by the Holy Ghost." 'l'here, 
ought not we to be thankful for that definition ? 

Now comes “overshadow, a word suggesting 
how gentle, while efficacious, would be this power, 
and its mysterious secrecy, withdrawn as if by a 
cloud from human scrutiny.” 

Thank you, Messrs. Commentators. Then there 
was no avalanche, though a third part of the god- 
head, being à person of the masculine gender, “came 
upon Mary ?” Oh, now we understand. It was the 
force or energy of the triune whole, conveyed by 
this one-third personal male Ghost, distinct from 
the other two-thirds, and embodied gently, that is, 
by absorption, diffusively, but "efficaciously (that is, 
with sufücient power to produce the desired and 
designed effect) on to or into Mary in mysterious 
secrecy (did she realize it herself ?), and afterward 
withdrawn as if by a cloud from human scrutiny. 

Reader, where do you suppose those holy com- 
mentators found that explanation? Did Gabriel 
tell them, or Mary, the mother of God, or did the 
Holy Ghost reveal it, that we might not longer 
remain ignorant of the infinitesimal processes of 
the immaculate conception ? 

- Could Mr. Bennett have availed himself of this 
comprehensive analysis of these learned ones, it 
would have superceded the necessity of some of his 
most “vulgar” questions in his * Open Letter to 
Jesus Christ.” l 

“That holy thing born of thee” the D.D.s de- 
clare to mean “ that sonship efllorescing into human 
and palpable manifestation." 

Isn't that beautiful, sublime, godly, celestial ? 

But we must leave the Son and his attributes, for 
it is with the mother we have to do, except as the 
Son is introduced in relation to the mother or 

"woman. 

Gabriel, having announced the birth of John, 
- naturally felt an interest in the success of his job or 
the fulfilment of his promise, 80 he kept a sharp 
eye on matters; and having been hovering around 
during Elizabeth's five months' hiding, as only an 
angel could, he understood perfectly how the case 
progressed and run no risk in informing Mary of 
the condition of her cousin, thinking it would be a 
good test in regard to her own case, and so it 
"proved, for it set her on the qué vive to learn the 
truth of Gabriel’s assertion, as she already knew of 
Elizabeth’s barrenness, age, and continual prayers 
for a son. So as soon as Gabe left her she arose and 
went into the hill-country in haste and found Eliza- 
beth at home, for she had returned from her unac- 
countable hiding from her husband (possibly to 
enjoy angel ministrations from gentleman Gabriel). 

This again transfers us to the home of Elizabeth. 

Scene Fourth. An interview most transporting to 
these lovely cousins and not void of interest to us 
poor mortals, since the soul’s salvation of the uni- 
verse depended upon these two godly womén. The 
sacred historian describes it thus: * Mary entered 
into the house of Zacharias and saluted Elizabeth, 
Andit came to pass that when Elizabeth heard the 
salutation of Mary the babe leaped in her womb; 
aud Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost. And 
ghe spake gut with aloud voice and said, Blessed 


have him called. And he asked for a writing table, 
aud wrote, saying, His name is John. And they 
marveled all. 
diately, and hig tongue loosed, and he spake, and 


And they made signs to his father, how he would’ 


And his mouth was opened imme-' 


kindliness of spirit, is the guerdon of success. 
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praised God. 
around about them ; and all these. sayings were 
noised abroad throughout all the hill. country of 
Judea.” ^. : ) PATRE 

It is surprising that all who heard this wonderful 
story should question, “ What manner of child this 
shall be? And the hand of the Lord was on him." 

It now became Zacharias’ turn to go into ecsta- 
cies, for his doubting ceased with the birth of the 
child, his restoration of speech, and the incipient 
fulfilment of Gabriel’s prophecy. So he “was filled 
with the Holy Ghost” (a living, conscious person), 
and ran on prophesying of the infant Jesus, who 
was to be born, forgetting his own baby John, ex- 
cept as he declared, * he shall be called the Prophet 
of the Highest and go before him," which, the 
record manages to fulfil. Probably this is all fab- 
rication for the purpose of establishing the divinity 
of Jesus, as none but Luke mentions the circum- 
Stance. i Me 

Elizabeth does not figure largely in this scene, and 
She and the old priest here disappear from the stage 
and are no more seen or heard of in the glorious 
scheme of salvation, their introduction having been 
only necessary to furnish parents for John the Bap- 
tist, especially Elizabeth for a mother. There is 
nothing criminal recorded against her, though she 
was an enthusiast, which is more than can be said of 
the majority of the women of the Bible. 

et ——- —— —— 


Sexual Intemperance.—No. 2. 


“Each woman should claim and hold complete owner- 
ship of ber body." *'Essier said than done," is the too 
frequent reply. Andsoitis. But the greater the trial the 
harder the labor, the more pure and perfect will be the joy 
in achieving it and feeling that you hav won. When we 
read the history of the temperance cause, and consider the 
long years of labor, of earnest soulful effort, and the, mill- 
ions of money that has been spent in trying to win men 
from a love of spirituous liquors and teach them the great 
evil of indulgence in rum drinking, we almost despair at 
the outlook of what is to be done to remedy this greater and 
more universal intemperance of excessiv sexual commerce. 
It permeates all classes of society, in marriage and out, and 
is almost a universal evil all over the world. "There are a 
few priestly celibates who really liv celibate, a few widow- 
ers, bachelors, and young men, a few widows, nuns, and old 
maids, and doubtless a great many young girls who liv pure, 
chaste, and virtuous lives, and so also do the Shakers as a 
class, and a few full believers in Christ and Paul, but all 
these are but as scattered, glimmering starsin the vast fir- 
mament. And of them all, how many liv pure from a real 
knowledge of the laws of hygiene? So few you could 
almost count them oz your fingers. And just so was it once 
with liquor intemperates. Those who let rum alone 
because of its greatest evil, the destruction of mental and 
bodily vigor, were few indeed, 

But the day of light and knowledge is here, and the eyes 
of the blind are being opened, and we hope and trust that 
this last, greatest, and most important battle to be fought 
for purity, health, and happiness will be of shorter dura- 
tion and require less outlay of time and means in propor- 
tion as the glorious light of science, fact, and experimental 
knowledge is thrown upon it. 

There are thousands of good, brave, and noble men 
who are working with full hearts and strong resolves 


for purity of sex, for hygiene of mind and body, but not. 


till woman Comes in all her strength of power to the front 
and give herself—her all—to the work, will the real battle 
begin. And that it may be waged in love,-in heartfelt 
Each wo- 
man must claim ownership of herself ; not clamor for more 
rights, but quietly be a law unto herself, and take the 
rights that are hers by virtue of her inheritance, as the 
mother of all who liv. Until woman owns herself sexually 
she never will be able to stand by man 88 hi8 equal in power 
or consequently his peer inintellect, She must be pure her- 
self, and demand it of all whom she admits to her friend- 
ship and home. She must teach it as the first lesson to her 
children ; teach it not as mere social custom, but hygeni- 
cally and thoroughly as a demand of nature, and one that ig 
imperativ and absolute, one on which health of body, 
strength of mind, and all the vital forces are dependent, 
Without purity and cleanliness sexually, there can be no 
purity and cleanliness of mind, and no true health and vigor 
of body. 

The great. mass of the people hav sinned in ignorance. 
They knew not what they did. They inherited desires and 
passione, and thought in gratifying them they only yielded 
to a natural law of their being. If some few discovered, 
when too late, that they had sacrificed health, vigor, and 
intellect at the shrine of lust they did not want themselyg 
to blame, but deemed it a disease and sought medica! assist- 
ance; and doctors compounded remedies, advertised them 
widely, and pocketed fortunes, but never once told the poor 
victims of selfish gratification that their only help lay in 
purity and abstinence. Now and then a nostrum would 
change the form of the disease and a cure would be tri- 
umphantly heralded only to hoodwink hundreds of others 
into trying it. x 
. It is not doctors and medicines the world needs. It ig 
knowledge, light, and revealed experience ! 

Age after age one person after another ha8 tried to giv to 
it this greatly needed boon, but the mills of the gods 
grind slowly, and perhaps the time is even now hardly come 
when the people will consent to hear and look upon the 
naked truth. But it is the duty of those who do see the 
evil and know the remedy, to speak, even though all refuse 


And fear came on ail that dwelt 


‘ing is worth ages of toil and labor. 


- excellent brother, F, F. Follett. 
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to listen.. A seed may be sown here and another there and 
of them all a few may take root and grow into a tree, and 
one tree which produces the fruit of purity and correct liv- 
Like ‘‘ Apple-Seed 
John" in Lydia Maria Child's poem in St. Nicholas—we 
wil plant the seeds and hope some future race may en- 
joy the crop: f 
* Weary travelers journeying west, 

In theshade of her trees find pleasant rest, 

And they often start with glad surprise 

At the rosy fruit that round them lies, 

And if they inquire, Whence came such trees 

Where not a bough once swayed the breeze, 

The answer still comes as they travel on, 

These trees were planted by ' Apple Seed John.’ ” 


Snowville, Va. Ermina D. SLENKER. 


Letter From E. €. Walker. 


IOWA MASS MEETING.—NCTES OF TRAVEL —THE BELVIDERE 
CAMP-MEETING,—LECTURES,—LEAGUE CONGRESS, ETC, 


Towa Liberals hav, upon the whole, been backward in the 
good work cf organization and propagandism. There are 
a few superb workers, men and women, scattered over the 
state, but for one of these activ apostles of the gospel of 


humanity there are ten nonbelievers in the popular religion 


who are sitting with the licked fingers of laziness upon 


` the stool of apathy, hugging to their breasts the comforting 
Men who wil privately. 


delusion that they are Liberals, 
agsure you that Christianity is a gross superstition still 
occupy pews in its churches and contribute liberally for 
the support-of its ministry, while they giv not one cent to 
help the cause inewhich they profess to believe, take not 
one Liberal paper, and know nothing, or next to nothing, 
of the nomentous events of the last three years. Now, it is 
proposed to stir up a few, at least, of these sleepy souls, and 
get them to take a little interest in progressiv thought and 
vital reform woik, To this end a mass convention of the 
Liberals and Secularists of lowa and adjoining states has 
been called to meet at Marshalltown, Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday, August 27th, 28:h, and 29th. "Three sessions will 
be held each day in Woodbury’s Opera House, and some of 
the best of speakers in the country will address the sssem- 
bled disciples of justice. 

The following speakers hav been invited, and hav readily 
promised to be in attendance : Prof. W. F. Jamieson, Mrs, 
H. 8. Lake, and Mr. W, F. Peck. Dr. A. J. Olark of 
Indianapolis, Ind., has also kindly tendered his services, 
and wil be on hand. T, C. Leland, O, A. Phelps, and 
others hav been invited, and it is hoped that they will be 
there. Good music will be procured, and everything done 
to render the meeting a complete success. But we shall 
not meet &t Marshalltown only to listen to elegant speeches. 
"We go there also to organize—to bring together.’ our 
isolated workers, and devise ways and means whereby we 
can do practical work for truth and justice. Liberalism 
has a mission, and we shall accomplish that mission, if we 
&re but true to the central abiding principles upon which 
ihe League was founded—liberty, love, and justice. Further 
particulars concerning the meeting will be furnished soon, 
In the mean time I want to hear from all who can attend, or 
will do anything to make this convention à success. 

On Tuesday, June Sth, I started for Belvidere, Ill., to 
attend the camp-meeting at that place, called by our 
I traversed the river, 
valleys, and crossed the prairies of Iowa in the coaches of that 
excellent railway, the Chicago and Northwestern, stopping 
at most of the cities and towns upon the way to look up the 
interests of the cause, and engage in the sale of Liberal 
literature. At Cedar Rapids there are many Liberals, 
though but few of them comparativly dare avow their real 
sentiments. Among the earnest workers whom I hav had 
the pleasure of meeting there, I will mention Mrs, M, M. 


. Reed, Chairman of the County Committee of the League ; 


Sam’! Holland, S. J. H Wolf, L., B. Dawson, and Dr. A. 
B, Dennis. A very strong League might be organized here 
if the self-styled Liberals, who are pouring their money 
into the coffers of the Universalist and other orthodox 
churches, would but do their duty. 

At Bertram and Mechanicsville we found some outspoken 
Freethinkers, a8 also at Mt, Vernon, the seat of a Methodist 
college; but at all of these places there are few if any Lib- 
eral papers taken, At Lisbon we partook of the hospitality 
of that most uncompromising Liberal, Joseph Levy, and 
here I met H. Sailor and W. Spinner, two more stanch 
men. Efforts hav been made to organize here, but so far 
without success. Apathy and indifference are the great 
obstacles in the way of organization every where. 

At Wheatland we hav an excellent worker in the person of 
that staunch Radical, Jerome Dutton. He has done all in 
his power to form a League here, but has wisely concluded 
that the time is not yet ripe for the establishment of a suc- 
ceseful organization, Better not organize than to prema- 
turely combine and then quickly pine and die. Sunday, the 
18th, I spent in the farm. mansion of those devoted Liber- 
als and friends of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Leroy and Fiora 
Dutton, Here I met Charles and L, D. Dutton and other 


. friends of the cause—friends of the labor and currency 


reform cause a8 well, Among the Liberals of Clinton county 
whom I hav met I hav perceived less of that narrow- 
minded bigotry which can see but one evil afflicting the 
race, and has one pet universal panacea, than among any 
Other equal number of Freethinkers. These people are not 
afraid of new ideas, and examine all questions in the light 
of science and reason, not through Mrs. Grundy’s specta- 
cles, 


Mr. A. L. Pascal has just been elected Secretary of the | 
most of the time between now and the Marshalltown Qon- hav said that they will not trade any more at a certain mer- 


De Witt League. This should become a large and flourish- 
ing Organization. There is abundance of material if only 
gathered up and properly utilized, The veteran worker at 


The Truth Seeker, Tuly 10, 1880. 
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this place is E. Sweeting. I am under obligations to him and will do all E can to help on the good cause. Terms 
for many kindnesses bestowed. At his home I made the reasonable. Address me at Norway, Benton county, Iowa. 
acquaintence of A. L, Penfield, an enthusiastic Liberal and Now, friends, let me hear from you concerning the rally 
a young lawyer of ability and promise. He needs and at Marshalltown. . . E.C. WALKER. 
should hav a larger field of work and usefulness. He has; Janesville, Wis., June 25, 1880. 

my sincerest thanks for favors extended. At Clinton I had 
the extreme pleasure of meeting for the first time Mrs. H, ‘dé 6c » 

B. Lake and Mr. W, F. Peck. Mrs. Lake had just returned Evidences That God Is Love. 

from a lecturing tour in which had been included the towns |. 40d the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I hav created 
of Maknoketa, Tama City, Manchester, and Vinton. She from the face of the earth ; both man and beast, and the 
wins the praise and admiration of all true Liberals wherever Creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; forit repenteth 
she goes. At the three first mentioned places she had ful] ™¢ that I hav made them (Gen. vi, 7), — 

audiences. Mr. Shelling writes me from Manchester that — And if ye shall despise my statutes, or if your soul abhor 
she is the best and smartest lady lecturer they hav ever had ™Y judgments, so that ye will not do all my commandments, 
at that place. At Vinton the attendance was small but but that ye break my covenant: — : 

“sixteen enrolled themselves as liberty’s lovers," and there! T also will do this unto you : I will even appoint over you 
are now grand prospects for a League at this point. Mrs, teTTOr, Consumption, and the burning ague, that shall con- 
Lake goes next to Dixon, Ill, thence to Cedar Falls and SYMe the eyes, and cause sorrow of heart: and ye shall 


i 


western Iowa, Address her at Clinton, Iowa. 
Our earnest German friend, Otto Wettstein, at Rochelle, ! 
Ill., is doing good work for the cause. He is helping to, 
educate his townpeople both intellectually and in the way of ' 
true art. ` | 
Arriving at Belvidere, we found F, F. Follet up to his" 
eyes in work. To him belongs all the credit for getting up 
the meeting. He announced & free platform, and it was 
such in the fullest and best sense of the word. The attend- 
ance was small, though increasing from day to day, and the: 
interest was unflagging to the end. Some narrow-minded 
bigots were terribly disgruntled because Materialistic speak- į 
ers were allowed upon the platform, but the leading Spirit- | 
ualists, the men and women of sense, such as Dr, Juliet D, ; 
Severance, A. B. Severance, Moses Hull, Mattie Sawyer, i 
Mr. Follet, and others, the reformers, who hav got out of ' 
the narrow boundaries of sect, the friends of humanity who 
realize the grave issues of ihe hour, exhibited no such, 
short-sighted bitterness, and they succeeded, in conjunction | 
with the audience and the speakers representing the other 
phases of thought, in making the Belvidere camp-meeting 
one of the most harmonious ever held in this country. Two 
sessions daily were held upon the fair grounds, and in the 
evening Adelphi Hall witnessed another outpouring of the 
truth. A conference meeting of one hour was held at the ; 
beginning of each forenoon and afternoon session, after 
which the rest of the time was taken up with the regular 
addresses of the various speakers. An interestieg discus- 
sion upon the subject of Spiritualism vs. Materialism was 
kept up between Moses Hall aud W. F, Jamieson, each 
making several speeches during the course of the meeting, 
They are both excellent speakers, and handled the subject 
and each other in a Courteous, dignified, earnest, and truth- 
seeking manner. In addition to the various discussions and 
speeches as to whether man shall liv again, Moses Hull de- 


; BOW your seed in vain, for your enemies suall eat it, 


| Then I will walk contrary unto you algo in fury, and I, 


even I, will chastizs you seven times for your sing . 

And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of 
your daughters shall ye eat. 

And I will destroy your high places, and cut down your 
images, and Cast your carcasses upon the carcasses of your 
idols, and my soul shall abhor you (Lev. xxvi, 15, 16, 28, 
29, 30). 

As I liv, saith the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, 
and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, 
will I rule over you (Ezsk, xx, 33). : 

I, the Lord thy God, am a jealous God, visiting the 
Iniquity of the fathers upon the children uuto the third and: 
fourth generations of them that hate me (Deut. v, 9). 

Thus saith the Lord : Behold I am against thee, and will 
draw forth my sword out of his sheath, and will cut off 
from thee the righteous and the wicked. 

That all flesh may know that I the Lord hav drawn forth. 
my sword out of his sheath : it shall not return any more 
(Ezek. xxi, 8, 5). 

Aud I will lay my vengeance upon Elom by the hand of 
my people Israel ; and they shall do in Elom according to 
mine anger, and according to my fury ; and they shall know 
my vengeance, saith the Lord God (Ezek xxv, 14). 

Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came 
not to send peace, but a sword (Matt. x, 34), : 

Finally, 

He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of 
his belly shall flow rivers of living water (St. John vii, 38). 

This is inducement in time of drought, 


Milliown, Me, NELL M, BLANCHARD, 
— t aasa 


Soul Existenee. 
Cudworth insists that there exists a magical connection 


livered an excellent address upon the “Conflict between between the soul and the body, the soul beivg first created. 
Capital and Labor;" Mrs Dr. Lawrence spoke grandly We are then to believe that soul and body were formed 
upon the labor problem, and delivered at Adelphi Halla from nothing by a being who was never created at all. 
fine discours upon the subject of health ; Dr. A. J. Clark More than this, that matter and spirit are independent of 
spoke upon the subject of ** Mind,” and also upon the Bible each other, although they hav existed in a state of union, 


God ; Mattie Sawyer chose for the subject of a finely-deliv- ' 


ered speech, ‘‘Compensation;” and the writer of this 
presented the claims of the Liberal League, and urged the 
necessity of thorough organization. The marriage question 
was fearlessly handled by Moses Hull, Mrs, Severance, and 
others, In the first hall meetings Moses Hull spoke of the 
progress which the race has made, and he showed that the 
individual haa always been right aud society always wrong, 
and he maintained that such was the case to-day. Institu- 
tions must adapt themselvs to the changing necessities of 
the buman family, or they must go down. In the confer- 
ence meetings many an antiquated wrong got an airing, and 
especially was our one-sided educational system given a 
good drubbing. The speakers all agreed that that only was | 
true education which developed alike the mental, phyaical, 
Social, and emotional departments of our natures How to 
make our home Liberal meetings a success, and the proper 
way in which Freethinkers should educate their children, 
were discussed by the writer and others, Good music was 
furnished by the Andrus family, of Beloit, Wis., by Moses 
Hull and Mattie Sawyer, and by some Liberal friends of 
Belvidere, whose names I did not obtain. Altogether, the 
Belvidere Camp-Meeting was a very enjoyable and instructiv | 
affair, and it is to be hoped that many more gatherings of a | 
similar nature will in the days to come Cheer and instruct 
the faithful workers in the harvest-fields of humanity. 

A letter just received from Dr. Shorland Harris, Mason 
City, Iowa, states that Humboldt Liberal League, No, 188, | 
is alive, holding meetings each Sunday, and that its mem- 
bers intend to make it a power for good in Cerro Gordo. 
To W. F. Jimieson is due the credit of sowing the seed 
which has produced such goodly fruit. 

The genera) impression abroad among our people seems, 
to be that the Directors of the League will not call the 
Fourth Aunual Congress at Bismarck Grove, as desired by 
many Western Liberals, If we cannot hav it there, how 
will 8t. Louis suit? 

. Prof, O. A, Phelps, ‘the Charles Bradlaugh of Amer- 
ica," is making arrangements for a lecture tour through 
Iowa. Communicate with this indomitable worker at 


once, Address at Kansas City, Mo., box 991. 
It is hoped that T. C. Leland wiil attend the Marshalltown 


time out of mind. 
Telescopes can ree better than we, and of what would we 


‘be informed without feeling, sensation, and those mental 


processes which are the «ffect of time and sensation? ` 

Can a highly organized body exist without soul, or an 
atom without motion? 

The human constitution exhibits a complex arrangement 
of influences and results, which include the highest order of 
etherea) manifestations, but a complex nature and a double 
nature are two entirely different things, and the latter can- 


| not be predicated of any experience which we call our own 


unless we can do without sensation, or raise a child in a 
dungeon by spirit influence alone. As well may we be- 
lieve in a trinity as in a double nature. An organization 
highly advanced would of course require a proceeding ins 
fluence as a part of itself if this could be called soul. 
Suspend a small weight by a string and it will.vibrate ag 
you will it, or by the magnetic force of your mind. 
` Thus we exert ourselvs in various ways, and that activity 
and consciousness of the same is the. mind, but the modus 


j operandi is strictly material. 


An atom will never work except from its own sensitiv 
side. Thomas Aquinas remarked that the soul was mate, 
rial in action. ` ` 

Nature’s weakness is shown, as her highest achievements 
fall back upon themselvs, | 

A human being is an exotic of the highest order, but 
there fs no place for him yet in the great universe. 

Which do we resemble most—our Father in heaven, or 
the grandparents whose dear portraits decorate the garret 
wall, and some ancestors whose pictures are not there? 

To be cheated by an overgrown weasel is often a gad 
thing, but to get at the soft side of any nature you must 
address the emotions, the reason being a second sober 
thought. These facts are well known by orators and poets, 
who play upon human nature as an instrument which thrillg 
to their lightest touch. Respectfally, ALHAZA, 


Rev. Tom TELLIER at West Pawlet said in his farewell 
sermon, ‘‘ You can't afford to hav this church closed.” Of 
course we can't. It is like the darky who cama running 
home from church to lock up his hens, and said Bill J nea 


Convention, If he concludes to come, he would lke to had fell from grace, and that poultry would hav to catch it. 
make arrangements to deliver a few lectures on the way The same may be said of the Baptists here. It is only by 
thither. Let our friends in Illinois and Iowa living upon constantly eh iking damnation in their faces, and miking 
the main line of the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad them think they hang over hell by a hair, that the Lib-ralg 
write to him a5 201 East 71st street, New York city. | can be protected in their lives and property. D. 
From here I go north west through Wisconsia to LaCrosse, ——— oe : 
then through southern Minnesota into Iowa, and shall spend SEVERAL members of the B.ptist church at West, Pawlet 


vention in northern and eastern Iowa, Iam prepared to Chant’s store, because he is au Infidel, and say that nobody 
speak upon the live issues of the day whenever called upon, | ought to patronize him. D, 


eee 
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Wrongs too Oft Repeated. 


Many deep injuries within the last sixteen months hav 
been ir flicted upon the editor of this paper. For one who 
has tried to hav his conduct square with tbe principles of 
truth and justice, he feels that his fate has been a hard one. 
Among the great wrongs thus visited upon him, few hav 
felt to him more cruel, uncalled-for, and ungenerous than 
the almost ungentlemanly attack of Scridner’s Monthly for 
the current month. It is a magazine which has a high rep- 
utation, it has over a hundred thousand readers ; it has not 
been regarded as a sectarian publication ; then to hav such 
& bitter, untruthful statement, 80 much in the interest of the 
bitterest enemies of THE TRUTH SEEKER editor, is deeply 
to be regretted, and more so as the same unfair article is 
copied into other publications, as the Chicago Znter-Ocean 
(which has manifested a special epite toward this paper and 
its editor, and other papers of a similar caste. 

The article referred to in Scribner’s is entitled, ** The 
Apotheosis of Dirt," page 408, and was written to throw 
contumely upon the Reception Meeting held in Chickering 
Hall on the evening of May 21 last, and to cast opprobrium 
upon the person honored at that meeting. and particularly 
to laud Anthony Comstock and his very virtuous achieye- 
ments, We counted a dczen misrepresentations, falsehoods, 
and gross slanders in the article, and feeling much aggrieved, 
we wrote a private letter to Dr, J. G. Holland, the editor of 
the magazine, pointing out his misrepresentations and asking 
a privilege to make some reply to hisslanders. In his answer 
‘he took the position that he had not wronged us; that we had 
been convicted of mailing obscene matter ; that our Infidel 
opinions had nothing to do with that conviction ; that he 
did not choose to go behind the decision of the court, and 
believed we had suffered no injustice ; that we were of a 
low moral status, and that in view of all this he could not 
allow us a place in his columns to correct the wrong 
done us. 

‘Since the meeting in the Tremont House in Boston, last 
September, of the late editor of the Jndea with his friends, 
Anthony Comstock, Charles Ellis, and a few more choice 
Spirits of the same ilk, to devise means by which to crush 
THE TRUTH SEEKER and disgrace its editor (then in prison), 
from which place the meeting was adjourned to Cambridge, 
tho home of the late Index editor, when it was decided to 
publish those private letters, already sufficiently alluded to, 
few attacks hav appeared to be more contemptible and utterly 
mean than this article of Dr. Holland's, especially when he 
refuses us the opportunity of defendiag ourselves where 
thus wilfully assaulted. It is entirely in the s»irit of the 
Index and R -P. Journal articles that hav so often outraged 
every principle of truth and justice. 

1, After slurring the Chickering Hall meeting, which was 
composed of as respectable an audience as ever filled a hall 
in this city, he goes on to say that we ''had been, by due 
process of law, after a full hearing of testimony and exami- 
nation of facts, convicted of sending obscene matter through 
the maile,” The falsity of this assertion will be readily 
perceived by those who hav read the verbatim report of the 
trial; such will remember that we were allowed to intro- 
duce no evidence, and were refused to show by writers, 
authors, readers, publishers, and booksellers, what the 
character of the tabooed pamphlet was, As truthfully 
might it be claimed that John Rogers, Bruno, Socrates, 
Jesus Christ, and the hundreds of thousands of those who 
hav been tortured to death in the Inquisition, hada fair trial 
—‘‘a full hearing of the testimony and examination of 
facts.” It was a foregone conclusion that we must be 
convicted ; it was a plan of the Young Men's Christian 
Association, that being the third time we had been 
unjustly arrested at their instance. Nearly every person 
who understands the case knows it was a piece of 
religious persecution.. Thousands of persons in this city 
know this to be the case. Mr. C. K. Chase, in the 
office of the Department of Justice at Washington, said as 
much to us while we.were in prison. ‘‘ Ah,” said he, '* the 
church was too strong for you.” Attorney-General Devens 
was of the same opinion, and said that the pamphlet of Mr. 
Heywood is not of the character cortemplated by the law 
under which we were convicted. Secretaries Jahn Sher- 
‘man and Carl Schuiz expressed themselvs emphatically in 
the same way, and pronounced our imprisonment an out 
rage, Pardon Clerk Judge Gray, and Col. Rovers, the 
President’s private secretary, said the same over and over 
again, and denounced the injustice that had been done us, 
A gentleman attached to the government informed us 
that everybody connected with the governmeHt fully 
believed that our conviction and senteuce were unjust. He 
said every man freely expressed this opinion save Mr. 
Hayes, and he thought so, but had listened to the appeals 
of Comstock and the church to keep us in prison. If we 
were justly sent to prison, why. were other persons in this 
city who sold the same pamphlet not served in the same 
way? Thousands of copies were sold before we were 
arrested, and thousands hav been sold since. "Why also did 
the President instruct Mr. Comstock to bring no more suits 

- for mailing that pamphlet? The man who insists that we 
were not arrested and imprisoned for opinion's sake is 
either ignorant of the facts, isa bigot, or a liar. 

2, The Monthly next says the pamphlet “could only 
hav been written by its author with an impure motiv." 
Every one who knows Mr. Heywood knows this to bea 
slander. His motiv was sincere; he is probably as pure a 
Dr. Holland himself, and far less a hypocrit. ` 

8. He continues, ‘‘And could only hav been received by 
the publie with a polluting, degrading effect." The first 
person has yet to be heard from who has been degraded by 
it. No one can be found who has been injured in any way 
by it. Many feel that they hav been beneflted by it, 

4. “The claim that this book was of a scientific nature, 
or that it only contained certain advanced views of social 
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and sexual questions, was not admitted by the court, and 
could not hav a moment’s consideration by any body of 
men excepting one made up of bawds, blackguards, and 
Freelovers generally.” The unfairness and uutruthfulness 


of tbe latter part of this quotation are too obvious to need a ' 
There are many people who ap- | 


word to point them out. 
prove of the pamphlet who are not inferior to Dr. Holland 
in all that constitutes honorable men and women. 

5. '* Who are those who sympathize with him? Infidels 


—to a man ; Infidels—to a woman ; for it is to be remem- , 


bered that some of the speakers—to their everlasting shame 
be it spoken |—of the Sunday-night meeting were women.” 
This infamous slander hardly needs a comment. If it were 
true that none but Infidels sympathizad with us, it would 
change nothing. Infidels hav the same right to feel sympa- 
thy and to express it, whether male or female, that others 
hav. Butitis not true that we had the sympathy of none 
others than Infidels. We know of many Christians, and 
some clergymen, who sympathized deeply with us. The 
women who participated in the speaking and exercises of 
that meeting were a8 honorable and as true as any womea 
this country affords. No true gentleman would publish such 
unfavorable insinuations about persons he knows nothing of. 

6. “ The conclusion is entirely legitimate that when a 
man's Infidelity leads to a lowering of the sense of moral 
obligation and to the bestializing of character, his doubts 
were from his dishonest heart, and not from his honest 
head.” Here an effort to damage us is most apparent. We 
hav made a few mistakes in life, but we believe that our 
‘‘senee of moral obligations" is equal to the majority of 
men and that we hav done as little toward injuring our 
fellow-beings 2s perhaps Dr. Holland himself. We defy 
him or any other of our accusers to show where we hav de- 
frauded any one, where we hav seduced any one, where we 
hav committed adultery, or where we hav told an untruth. 
If à man does nothing to unjustly injure his fellow-beings 
he is nota very immoral man. 

7. He next quotes, with much approval, Abbot’s base 
slander: '''There is not another man in America who has 


wrought such incslculable injury to the Liberal cause as D.: 


M. Bennett" A greater untruth was never uttered, and 
when it is repeated by J. G. Holland it is still as false as 
ever. 

8. “There speaks an honest man," referring to the ex- 
tract just given. How a greater falsehood could be uttered 
is hard to conceive. ` 

9. “They” (the great majority of the Infidels of the 
country) ‘‘ hav openly and blatantly confessed themselvs to 
be sympathetic with the Freelove doctrins.” A greater un- 
truth could hardly be told. Nothing of the kind has been 
done. Not one in ten of the Infidels of the country are 
Freelovers, and not one in ten hav expressed sympathy in 
that direction. : 

10. He next praises Anthony Comstock—'' a man whose 
neck some of them would beas glad to wring as they would 
that of a Thankegiving turkey " (the wringers meaning Infi- 
dele) Upon what data does Dr. Holland make the asser- 
tion that any Infidel wishes to wring Comstock's neck? 
Has he the papers to show for that slander ? Infidels would 
be glad if Comstock would act according to the dictates of 
truth, liberty, and justice, instead of being the sneak, 
persecutor, and liar that he is. They would like to 
“wring” a little: truth and honor into him if possible. 
They wish him n0 greater harm. 


11. Dr, Holland, in lauding the great and good deeds of 
Comstock, giv8 the number of obscene books he has seized 
the number of photographers’ negativs seized and destroyed, 
the number of persons arrested for selling obscene litera- 
ture. These figures were probably obtained from Com- 
Stock himself, as the article is written in his interest and 
from his standpoint. But the statements are undoubtedly 
as utterly false as Comstock's statements made about find- 
ing obscene books and literature in the schools of this city, 
an account of which will be found on another page. Noth- 
ing is more sure than that Comstock is an infamous liar and 
that he is becoming much better understood than he has 
been. Dr. J. G. Holiand has undertaken a pretty heavy 
contract, to make the people of America believe that 
Anthony Comstock is a truthful, honorable man. 

19 ‘*The watchfulness, the intrepidity, the self-devotion 
with which he has effected these wonderful results stamp 
him as one of the most useful and remarkable of the Chris- 
tian workers of our time, We know of no social reformer 
who deserves more gratitude from the American people 
than Anthony Comstock. May God spare him long to 
stand between the villainous host who hate him and our 
beloved children, whom they are trying, with fiendish 
malignity, to pollute and destroy! And may Elizar Wright 
liv to be ashamed of the use the Freelovers hav made of 
him!” . 

These are the words of Dr, J. G. Holland, the editor of 
Scribner's Monthly, While he hates us and cannct say 
enough against us, he loves. Authony Comstock, the man 
who hired three girls, by paying them $14 50, to exhibit 
themselvs in a nude condition before himself and five other 
men, where they sat for an hour and twenty minutes look- 
ing at the show, as proved in Judge Gildersleeve’s court; 
the man who took prostitutes to Mr. Rice’s photograph 
gallery and tried to induce him to take the pictures of those 
women ina nude condition; the same man who has often 
and again used his utmost ability to tempt persons to com- 
mit crimes and break the laws; the same man who has 
often forged the names of men and women to effect his dia- 
bolical plots and intrigues; the same man who has grossly 
slandered the Superintendent, teachers, and scholars 
of our schoola by lying and saying the schools are sup- 
plied with obscene literature ; the same man who, as many 
men more honorable and truthful than himself are ready 
te make oath in any court, has committed perjury to swear 


people into prison ; the same man who has deeply wronged 
many persons, throwing some unjustly into prison and 
wringing tens of thousands of dollars from others, 
besides disgracing them for life. We hav been deeply 
wronged by him, and Dr. Holland is doing all he can to 
perpetuate it and intensify it, He is unmistakably a 
Comstock and Abbot man. Let him be known and appre- 
ciated at his true value. He has joined the slanderers and 
liars, and the world should knowit. Let him defend Oom- 
stock and laud him to his heart's content. Perhaps if he 
insists upon praising Comstock, we:ought to be content that 


, he speaks ill of us, We wish to be in the opposit extreme 
‘from Comstock if possible. If he is a good man, we will 


. be content to be the reverse, . 
In another place we allow a friend to say good words for 
St, Nicholas, published by the same house that. issues Sorób- 
!ner's Monthly. Thus we return good for evil. While those 
who choose to be bitter enemies to us are maligning us to 
their utniost, we will speak words of truth of them ard 
theirs. May they !earn to do the same. ` 
t 9—————— —— 


The Sabbath. 


Wasnineton, D. C., June 27, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir; I hav been a subscriber to 
your paper but a short time and I must say I am highly 
pleased with it so far. I think it manifests a spirit of fair- 
ness in the treatment of the subjects it discusses that pro- 
claims the paper to be pre-eminently a “truth seeker.” 
Being a workingman of very limited time and means to 
acquire knowledge, my education of course is very limited. 
In an argument some time ago with my brother (a Baptist), 
in speaking of the Christian Sabbath he asserted that the 
law of Moses as given to the Jews making one day in seven 
a day of rest was original with and peculiar to the Jews, 
that no other nation or religion previous to this had ever 
instituted a regular day of rest. Not being sufficiently 
posted I could not rebut the assertion although I believed 
it to be untrue. Being unable to find anything bearing upon 
the subject in the books that I possess, I hav concluded to 
appeal to you for information. If therefore you can find 
time and space to notice the matter in your paper I shall 
feel very grateful. I hope the discussion as proposed in 
this week's TRUTH SEEKER will be a success, my only fear 
is that your opponent may ‘‘step down and out," as I 
think he cannot but see by the perusalof your first letter 
that he has *' caught a Tartar.” f ] 

Ww. H. WEITE. 


Sincerely your friend, 

REPLY.—The division of time into weeks and months, 
and the appointment of festival days and days for worship 
and sacrifice. were not first instituted by the descendants of 
Abraham. They existed in India, Persia, Chaldea, and 
Egypt before the time of Moses, and before the time of 
Abraham. It is not known with certainty that in either of 
these countries there were any obligatory enactments re- 
quiring one day in seven to be devoted to’ any special god, 
or any particular religious use. Authorities, however, are 
somewhat divided upon this subject as to when and where 
a septenary observance originated. Some claim that the 
seventh day festival had its origin in the country and relig- 
ion of the Hindoos, and the Aryans, the most primitiv of 
all people, and some writers insist that the hebdomadal 
period clearly had an astronomical and not a theological 
derivation, the same as the new-moon festivals, the birth of 
the sun on the 25th of December, etc. 

Mc Donnell in his *' Day of Rest" give several quotations 
upon this subject, which may be introduced here. Dion 
Cassius, an ancient Roman historian, states that in his time 
the custom of designating every recurring seven days by 
the name of the planets was practiced everywhere ; 


Egyptians. At the time he wrote neither the Greeks nor 
Romans had adopted the week but did s9 near the end of 
the fourth century of our era. Professor R. A. Proctor 
says: ‘*The observance [of a Sabbath] was derived from an 
Egyptian, aad primarily from a Chaldean source; rest 
being enjoined by Egyptian priests on the seventh day, sim- 
ply because they regarded that day as a dies infaustus, when 
it was unlucky to undertake any work," ‘' We hav also 
historical evidence as to the non-Jewish origin of the ob- 
servance of the seventh day as desisiv of the arguments I hav 
been considering, for Philo Judæus, Josephus, Clement of 
Alexandria. and others speak plainly of the week as not of 
Jewish origin, but common to all the oriental nations.” 
Spencer says that ‘‘ from many evidences the nations of the 
earth observed the new moon as a sacred featival long 
before the time of Moses.” ‘‘It is known that while the 
month or moon was what may be called a universal measure 
of time, it was but a natural division of it to make it into 
four equal parts of seven days each, or weeks. Professor 
Fiske says: "The ancient Greeks and Romans had no 
divisions properly answering to our weeks; although the 
former had their decade of days and the latter their nun- 
dine or market days, occurring every ninth day. But the 
Egyptians and orientals had a week of seven days." Proc- 
tor the astronomer further observes; '* Beyond all doubt the 
week is an astronomical period, and that in a two-fold 
sense ;.it is first a rough subdivision of the lunar month, 
and, in the second place, it is a period derived directly from 
the number of celestial bodies known to ancient astrono- 
mers 88 moving upon the sphere of the fixed stars." Taci-- 
tus suggested that the observance of the seventh day by the 
Jews was in honor of Saturn, by whose name that day was 
generally known, as it is at present. Proctor again states, 
“That the Egyptians dedicated the seventh day of the 
week to the outermost or highest planet, Saturn, is certain ; 
and it is presumable that this was a day of rest in Egypt." 
From these quotations from ancient historians, sustained 
by modern scientists, it is pretty evident that the Israelites 
were not the first nation who had weeks and a Sabbath. 
This must appear more evident when we accept the reason- 
able views taken that the Jews themselves had no Sabbath 
till the time of Isaiah, some seven hundred years before our 


and attributes its origin, not to the Jews, but to the 


\ 
a 


our era. 
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era, True, the institution of thé Sabbath is placed in the 
Pentateuch, or more definitely in Exodus—the fourth Com- 
mandment, Ex. xx, 10—which has been held to be sixteen 
hundred years older than our era. But it is now pretty well 
settled by Bible scholars that no part of the Pentateuch is 
more than from five to seven hundred years older than the 
Christian era. A great deception has undoubtedly been 
practiced upon the world as to the time when the Pentateuch 
was Written, Not a word of it was written by Moses, and 
not a word of it was written until six or eight hundred years 
after the time when he is is said to hav lived. We will not 
take the space here to demonstrate this statement, but it is 
quite susceptible of demonstration. This accounts for the 
fact that the Sabbath was utterly unkaown to Joshua, 
Jephthah, Gideon, Samson, Samuel, David, and Solomon. 
There is no proof in the Bible that one of them knew. aught 
of the Sabbath. The Sabbath is net even mentioned between 
Deuteronomy v, 15 and Kings iv, 28, a period covering six 
hundred years. Since close investigation establishes the fact 
that Deuteronomy and the rest of the Pentateuch were not 
written till after the time of Isaiah, the reason for the ignor- 
ance of Samuel, David, and Solomon respecting the Sabbath 
is well understood. 

David knew nothing of the Sabbath when he tramped 
with Achish, king of Gath, and back again to Z.klag, a 
mareh of six days in al), after which he and his troops pur- 
sued apparently during three other days a marauding com- 
pany of Amalekites, again returned to Ziklag with the 
spoil, another three days, and then after two days’ rest he 
again marched upon Hebron. (Sve 1 Sam. xxix, xxx, and 
2 Bam. i.) Daring all this time there was no keeping of a 
Sabbath, and so all through his reign. Solomon appears to 
hav been equally ignorant of a Sabbath, for he made a 
feast for all Israel, lasting in all fourteen days—seven days 
and seven days—which must at least hav included two Sab- 
baths, which in the account are not even hinted at. Had 
the law really existed in Solomon’s time, as given in Exo- 
dus xvi, 29, **Abide ye every man in his place; let no man 
go out of hig place on the seventh day," it would not hay 
answered for him and all the people of Israel to hav been out 
two Sundays in succession, It is clear that he and the peo 
ple knew nothing about keeping a Sabbath, and that ali 


-about observing the Sabbath was gotten up and written long 


after he was dead. 

The reasons given in Exodus and Deuteronomy for ob- 
serving the Sabbath are contradictory, flimsy, and unreason- 
able. Ia Exodus xx, 2, the reason is assigned thus, ‘‘ For 
insix days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 8ea, and 
all that in them is, and rested upon the seventh day; where- 
upon the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it," 
as though the Lord was any more weary on the evening of 
the sixth day, and needed rest more than at any other time. 
It is a crude and limited idea of God that he tires and has 
to take rest. The planets revolve in space all days alike; 
the earth rotates on its axis on the seventh day tue same ag 
on all others, the waves roll, the rivers run, the winds 
blow, and the entire universe is as ceaseless: on the 
seventh day as the other six. The universe never wearies, 
never stops to rest, neither does God. "Thusthe reason there 
assigned is a ridiculous one. And in Deut. v, 15, & very 
contradictory reason is given—because God had brought 
the people out of Ezypt with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm. What if he did, what has that to do 
with keeping the seventh day any more than the sixth or 
fifth ? The connection is not apparent, and the reason is 
absurd, besides being entirely contradictory to the tired 
theory. There is not indeed much for the Sabbath busi- 
ness to rest upon except the theory that it was gotten up by 
certain priests or prophets six or seven hundred years before 


It is moreover ridiculous for Christians to attach much 
importance to the Sibbath, for, in the first place, they hav, 
Without any authority, thrown the Jewish Sabbath aside— 
the seventh day-and set up the first day, and called that 
the Lord’s day. They can show no authority for that step. 
Neither can they show that Jesus, the apostles, or any of 
the early Christian Fathers ever enjoined the keeping of any 
Sabbath, whether Jewish or Christian. Even down to the 
time of Luther, the Father of the Reformation, much stress 
had not been laid upon keeping the Sabbath. Luther and 
Calvin did not insist upon it. The Christian Sabbath as now 
observed is really a Puritan institution, gotten up within the 
last three hundred years, and has no ancient authority 
whatever to rest upon, 


Let Us See. 


CENTER BELPBE, O., June 15, 1880, 

To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir; In your 
Remaiks to Inquirer, afew thoughts are suggested, which if 
you please I will notice. You say, first, *' Seeing has to be 
performed with the eye and optic nerves," etc. Then you 
say, " Wisdom, love, truth, etc., are qualities in [human 
character— we can see them in our fellow-beings." Now 
what I want explained is, how do we 8ee those qualities of 
which you speak? Do we see them with the same organic 
eyes with which we see trees, houses, etc., or is it by some 
mental vision. Now I Lke, your theory (for I must at 
present call it such), very well, the only difticulty with me 
is, is it absolutely true? It 80, giv us the demonstrations, 
that we may know it too ; it it is only your opinion please 
say 80, and we willteke it for what it is worth, In your 
next, you say you will tell us about the existence of the 
soul and a continued life! Please make it plain so it will 
not admit of a doubt. or ever hav to be told over again, 
with modifications. To us these are among the main ques- 
tions; wehope you will dwell on them. We are all attention. 

Sincerely yours for the getting of knowledge, 
B. F. LEONARD. 


REPLY.—'This brother seems a little critical as to the use 
of the verb see, It is one of those words which hav sev- 
eral meanings, Webster defines it thus: ‘‘ To perceive by 
whe eye; to hav knowledge of the existence and apparent 


EH 


qualities of, by the organs of sight ; to behold; to decry; 


to perceive by mental vision; to form an idea or conception 
of ; to note with the mind ; to discern; to distinguish ; to 
comprehend. To regard, or look to; to tske care of ; to. 
attend to, as to the execution or performance of something; 
to be aware. To hav an interview with ; especially, to 
make a call upon; to visit. To fall in with; to meet 
or associate with; to hav intercourse or communication 
with. To make acquaintance with, or experience ; to feel ; 
to experience. To hav the power of sight, or of perceiving 
by the proper organs ; to possess or employ the sense of 
vision. To hav intellectual apprehension ; to penetrate } 
to understand; to discern, often followed by a preposition, 
as through or into. To be attentiv; to pay regard ; to take 
note; to giv heed; generally with a £o. Let me see, let 
us see, are used to express consideration or introduce the 
subject, or some scheme or calculation. See is sometimes 
used imperativ for look—to see about a thing, to pay atten- 
tion to it ; to consider 1t." 

Thus our friend will observe that see is used for more than 
one purpose, and that we were not in error in saying that 
wisdom, love, and truth are qualities in human charaeter 
which can be seen. Besides the organs called eyes, which 
do the literal seeing, we may be said to hav mental eyes, 
with which we also see, observe, comprehend, understand. 
We do not do all our seeing with the first-mentioned organs. 
We observe, comprehend, and understand much that we do 
not use our physical visual organs to see. | 

We profess to know no more about the intricacies or mys- 
teries of the universe than other people, but are perfectly wil- 
ing to giv such views as to us are most probable in the light 
we possess. Many things cannot be absolutely demonstrated. 
The best we can do ia to present. the best reasons we hav 
and to compare our views with others’, That which appears 
the most reasonable, the most probable, is the most worthy 
of our confidence and belief. What we had to say about 
the existence of the spirit or soul was briefly presented in 
the issue of THE TRUTH SEEKER for June 19:h. Of course 
much more could be said, but our theory—for theory only 
it is—is there indicated. - 

: ——— ——' .9—— —— — 
The * Physiologist.” 

We are iuformed that our esteemed Liberal friend, Mrs. 
Elmina Drake Slenker, has become assistant editor of the 
Physiologist. She has felt deeply interested in its welfare, 
and will now perhaps be able to do more in its favor. We 
hav had in hand for a number of weeks an article from her 
in behalf of the Physiologist, and it would hav appeared 
before this had it not been mislaid. We will try and pre- 
sent it next week. . 

May the Physiologist and sister Elmina long flourish ! 
q+)... 


Liberal News Items. 


I wisH every Liberal in the United States would send one 
dollar to the publisher of Truth, 142 Nassau street, New 
York city, and take that live Liberal daily three months. 
When a daily paper is brave enough to defend Liberalism, 
we should show our appreciation by aiding it. 


I SINCERELY thank my Liberal friends for the following 
contributions, made the month ending June 80th : Joseph 
Barns, $1; David Cosad, $1; Dr. F. Larkin, 50 cents ; N. 
M. Cross, $1; J. Francis Rugglea, $2; Nellie Newkirk, 50 
cents ; Joseph Frittz, $1; E. Carpenter, $2; John Shum- 
way, 50 cents; D. P. Beevy, $2.25; Utah Liberal League, 
$4; Everard E. Martin, 50 cents; Thomas Peet, 50 cents; 
Walla Walla Liberal League, 50 cents; Sophia B. Robin- 
son, 15 cents; in all, $17.30. These acknowledgments will 
be made at the end of every month, and I am sure that 
hundreds of my good friends who hav forgotten to do s0 
will forward me a small remittance when I inform them 
that Iam now devoting my whole time to the Liberal cause 
and depend most entirely on these contributions for the 
support of myself and family. 


Dr. 8. E. SHATTUCK, of Hornellsville, has caused to be 
published in the daily Tribune cf that town the following 
request to the Rev. Mr. Winchester, wh» bad been holding 
up the ‘ Bible as a total abstinence book:” a 


Editors Tribune: Allow me, through your columns, to 
respectfully request of the Rav. C. W. Winchester that in 
setting forth the ''Bible as a total abstinence book" he 
explain the following scriptural passages: 

t Giy strong drink to Bim that is ready to perish and 
wine to those that be of heavy hearts. Let him drink and 
forget his poverty and remember his misery no more" 
(Prov. xxxi, 67). 

** And thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever thy 
soul lusteth after—for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or 
for strong drink " (Deut. xiv, 26). 

“Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy 
stomach’s sake and thine often infirmities” (1 Tim v, 23). 

“wine, that maketh glad the heart of man" (Psalms, 
civ. 15). 

“Wine, which cheereth God and man” (Judges ix, 13). 

“ In the holy place shalt thou cauce the strong wine to be 
poured unto the Lord for a drink offering" (Numbers, 
xxviii, 7). ` 

And tell why the most select men of that book could not 
abstain from drunkenness? Why the only man fit to be 
preserved from the deluge should celebrate his good luck 
by intoxication? Why the only one worthy to be saved 
from the conflagration of a destroyed city should get drunk 
and commit the most repulsiv of crimes? Why God should 
require to be collected for his own use from the people, by 
one priest, during one yesr, eleven barrels of wine ? Why 
Christ, on his social and festiv occasions, furnished his 
guests with wine? Why he made the drinking of winea 
divine requirement? Why he shouli regard old wine as 
better than new? Why he should hav acquired the title of 
wine-bibber, and why he should hav turned water into 
wine? Why Peter could make no better apology for his 
noisy associates than that it was too early in the morning 
to be drunk? i 


Tog much cannot be sald or dong to promote the oause of 


reer 


insincerity.” 


temperance and morality. But to set forth the Bible as a 
total abstinence book has the appearance on burle: que and 


GAEEN. 
—'Ó.9—— ———— 


To the Voting Liberals. 


To THE EDITOR OF THe TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: When, 


two weeks ago, I sent you an inquiry concerning the where- 
abouts of the young Liberal party, I little thought my words 


would find responsiv echoes, or, rather that simultaneous 
kindred appeals would be heard. Yet in your last issue I 


find Mr, Wakeman indorsing, through Mr. Green, the 
political organization of the Libera! ranks, whilst from the 
very brink of the great Pacific, a voice under the name of 
Byron Adonis, but which would better bear that of Cato, 
comes to tell us the leaven is at work in the far West as on 
the Eastern shore. 


The wise words of Mr. Wakeman, pointing at the same 
time to the political sins of the Republican party, and the 


uselessness in putting questions or asking pledges from the 


Democratic leaders, paints the situation and points to the 


necessity as well as the opportunity of the hour. 


The fears sometimes manifested that the Liberals would 
not gather around the newly-raised standard in numbers 


large enough to make the party influential are all ill-timed. 


They will remain unless action be taken, and wiil not cease 
until organization shows us our strength. Untii this is 
effected, and the supporters of Liberalism are mustered, we 
will mistrust our own power. Other parties will iguore us, 
and our enemies despise our scattered and bushwhacking 
forces, 

Organization need not mean the effort of supporting & 
separate ticket, but coalition, discussion of issues, of the 
necessities of thc people and the hour, building of a plat- 
form or declaration of principles, choosing of bodies to rep- 
resent us, Then can we usefully join either the Republican 
or Democratic ranks, as their attitude may warrant, not as 
a disorderly flight of homeless birds, but as a representativ 
organization with votes to be propitiated or feared. "This: 
result may not be immediate, but it is inevitable, . Look at 
the history of the Irish party—ignored at first, then felt, but 
despised, now recogn'zed and holding the balance of power 
in the British Parliament. Once consolidated, we can feel 
weliv, grow confident of our increasing power, use it as 
opportunity serves, and at last reach independence and 
supremacy. 

The entire secularization of the state, the aim of all true 
Liberals, shared even by Christians, is not to be attained by 
private gatherings, associations, and protestations, Not 
until the day when we can wield organized and hostil votes 
in the field of politics, and demand the rights of the people 
instead of vainly remonstrating and begging for our due, 
will the enemies of progress in religion, thought, and free 
civil action heed us, or cease to point the finger of scorn 
and social condemnation at us. Then Jet"us wisely catch 
the propitious breeze in the sails of the ship of Liberalism, 
and guided by the holy spirit of liberty let us boldly cleave 
the waves on our path to the haven of safety and power. 

EDMOND GASTINEAU, 
as a IER NRHIO MR 


Christian Courtesy. 


To THE EDITOR cr THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir.’ The ques- 
tions of H. W. Sanborn in the last TRUTH SEEKER, page 
396, remind me of the story a clergyman told me some 
time ago about Col. Ingersoll. He said he was traveling in 
the cars, some time about 1871, and happened to overhear 
two men in conversation. One of them said he was about 
to start soon on a tour through Europe. The other gentle- 
man advised him when he got there to do as other people 
did. When in Paris, do as the French do ; when in Ger- 
many or England, do as they do, etc., even to plunging into 
ajl kinds of obscenity. On inquiry, he found this gentle- 
man who was giving such advice was Col, Ingersoll "This 
was 80 contrary to anything I ever saw in his lectures that I 
immediately wrote to Mr. Ingersoll to know if there waa 
any foundation for such a statement. He promptiy replied 
that it was a lie made of whole cloth, But being more 
charitable than most clergymen, he suggested that the man 
might hav been imposed upon by his informant. J. was 
glad to hav the opportunity to inform the clergyman of 
what Mr. Ingersoll had said. But when the Colonel was 
here, over a year ago, this same clergyman asked me if I 
would think it at all strange if ‘‘Bob” would some day go 
out lecturing on the other side to make money by it. The 
day Ingersoll was here to lecture, I was passing by a weak- 
brained Methodist preacher and a few of his friends, and in 
a joke, which they all understood, I advised them to lock 
their stable doors and hide their money that night. 

“ Why?" asked the preacher. 

** Because," said I, ‘‘ Ingersoll will be here to-night, and 
of course there is danger of mischief.” 

** Well,” said the preacher, ‘‘it is a fact; there is no know- 
ing what euch a man might do.” 

In both cases I felt deeply insulted. They kaew that I 
held to the same Views that Mr. Ingersoll did, and yet were 
ill-bred enough to seriously call in question both his and my 
honor without knowing auythipg against either of us except 
the fact that we were not so superstitious asthey, But 
when logersoll lectured in the evening the cowardly preach- 
eis arreed to stay away from the lecture. But like small 
whiffets, they cou'd bark and snap at his heels as goon ag 
he was gone. 

Mr. Ingersoll says more in one lecture calculated toim- 
prove his listeners and lift them up, intellectually and mor- 
ally, to higher and nobler ideals than all the preachers in 
the city do in their sermons in a week. All they can do for 
their cause is to misrepresent such men, to scare them from 
listening to reason, But Ingersoll’s lecture left an excellent 
impression, even amongst some of the church members, 
much to the chagrin of the preachers. How strangely peo: 
ple are airpid of uth | OW. E Uem 
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Rant versus Criticism. 

To THE EDIT-R or TuE TauTH SEEKER, Sir: When a 
disputant takes to calling his opponent foul names. it isa 
proof that he is losing his argument, and putting rant in 
the place of legic—playing the snob instead of the phi- 
losopher. ‘Your correspondent E. A. Chapman will, I 
trust, pardon me if I follow not his bad example, but leave 
rudeness to the Spiritualists’ champion. I would not hav 
written a reply solely for the sake of Mr. Chapman, but for 
the sake of others with whom his speclal pleading might 
pass for good sense. 

My spirit-eritic appears annoyed by a mirquotation. I 
hav looked over Tug TautH SEEKER for the 27th of March 


and I find that my opponent is right. He did not say that 
** meamerism is the keystone of spiritualism,” but something 
worse. Here it is in all its beauty : *' Mesmerism is the key 
to Spiritualism.” Mesmerism is a delusion, ‘‘the key to 
Spiritualism.” It is somewhere about twenty-eight years 
since my attention was first attracted to mesmerism. Ibe- 
gan the study of itas a true believer. I also believed in 
phreno-mesmerism and clairvoyance. Unfortunately for 


be no need of jurywen. When Spiritualism becomes the 
ism of this earth it will be paradise. 

That ig one side of the picture ; look at the other: The 
evil spirits will come to such mediums as Anthony . Com- 
stock, The evil clairvoyants will also aid him. He may— 
and you know a may not is as good in logic as a may—he 
may cause all the evil spirits to come to him and his com- 
panions, and they may set up a co-operativ store before you. i 
The evil spirits are bad enough now ; what will they be. 
when organized by Anthony? In this case Spiritualism is 
a blunder, When evil spirits come to this earth, the good 
ones Ought to organize a detectiv force and fetch their. ras- 
cals back. Earth is already bad enough, without a host of 
those evil-disposed gentlemen. If sweet Anthony Comstock 


Spiritualism, he will unlock the storehouse of Spiritualism 
and let all his evil spirits loose upon earth. O Chapman, 
what a blunder you hav made with your ‘‘ key to Spiritual- 
ism !” 
old mother church. The old mother has a Bible—Spiritual- 
ism has a table. 


those so-called sciences, I had more reason than faith—a 
greater love for truth than the wonderful. I learned more 
logic than rant. I proved my honesty by opposing all rant- 
ing mesmerists that came across me, the same as I now op- 
pose the gentlemanly high-priest of Spiritualism who calls 
me a fraud, a liar, and a fool I can not reply to those 
Charges, because you, Mr. Editor, can not allow your col- 
umns to be stained by vulgarisms. Let the high-priest of 
Spiritualism now forget abuse, and take to argument. The 
facts and arguments I hav put before him he has not an- 
8Wercd ; thcse I will allow to pags over if he has the manly 
courage to grapple with these arguments I am going to ad- 
‘vance: 

1. A “spirit tempted Mr. Chapman to a glass of beer.” 
The Medium and Daybreak, a Spiritualist organ, asserted 
that “lying, drunkes, murdering spirits come back to earth 
to gratify their wicked appetites.” Mr. Chapman would 
hav gone on drinkiog the beer if a good spirit had not 
atopped him. In this case he is very fortunate, more for- 
tunate than those who are made into ‘‘ lying, drinking, and 
murdering” mediums by the wicked spirits. Old mother 
theology has only one devil Medium-table-leg theology 
has thousands of devils. 

2. Supposing a seance to be genuine, and a being or 
sprite, spirit or ghost, to put in an appearance ; is that a 
proof that the being is the spirit of whoever it says it is ? 
If so, how 80? Do you not acknowledge that they come 
back and lie, cheat, steal, drink, and cause murders ? How 
Can such & set of rascala be trusted ? Look at your own as- 
sertions about evil spirits and that evil medium Anthony 
Cometock. Birds of a feather— genuine high-priests of 
Spiritualism. Anthony is the evil high-priest, Chapman 
the good. 

The txble raps, therefore it is my father. Is that logic, or 
rant? Lord Byron's spirit has been said to '* forget its dig- 
nity and condescend to creep under a table to kick at the 
bidding of an ignorant medium, in two places at once, 
London and New York." There igs an error; there must 
hav been two mediums, one in London and one in New 
York ; and two spirits. 

What can your correspondent mean by two laws, the 
wrong and the right ? There is nothing of the kind as two 
laws, the wrong and the right. If this high-priest of Spirit- 
ualism understood philosophy 88 well as rant he would 
know that man never did and never can break one law of 
nature ; itis the law that breaks the man, and not the man 
the law. Neither is that saying of his correct : ‘‘ Generally 
we can take our choice.” The choice is decided by motive, 
not by chance or caprice, 

Let me call the attention of my Spiritualistic oppenent to 
another argument, and I ask him, and all the spirits that 
come to instruct him, to answer it if he or they can. 

Do spirits weave and stitch ? Ifso, how so? If not, how 
came the woven and stitched cloth ? When the spirit de- 
materialized the other part of the muslin, why not demate- 
rial'z» the part left? What is affirmed of the piece left can 
be affirmed of all the muslin. The piece left has not been 
dematerialized, neither has the cloth, in the being called 
spirit, been dematerialized. By what means has the spirit 
organized the body it brought out from behind the curtain ? 
If an organized being were dissolved in a close room, with 
closed doors and closed windows, I givit as my opinion 
that the scent would be a little obnoxious. The next spirit 
is dressed in fine broadcloth ; gold watch and diamond ring 
are both to be seen as the spirit looks to see what is the 
time. Ask the spirits who come to your seances to leave 
their clothes and gold watches, with a few of the diamond 
rings. You then can convince this unbelieving world, and 
get a store of old cast-off clothes of spirits—coats, pants, 
hats, boots, and gold watches, accompanied with diamond 
rings. Start a co-operativ store of Spiritualists; work in 
harmony one with another ; get the spirits to work with 
you ; convert the world, and enrich yourselvs. This is the 
glorious work left for the American Spiritualists to accom- 
plish. Commence a Spiritualist newspaper with spirits for 
editors—or mediums to go between. Hav a batch of clair- 
voyants ready to look into every place and everything. 
Hav the police taught in mediumship, to enable them to de- 
tect all scoundrels. What glorious news will the spirit 
paper send out to the world every morning! No paper but 
the spirit paper could liv. Then form a joint stock com- 
pany of Spiritualists of every shade and grade to conduct & 
mining operation. The clairvoyants could see where all: 
the rich treasures are and how to procure them. "What a 
world should we hav ? Nothing could be hid from the eyes 
of spirits and clairvoyants. Spirits would come into court 
to giv evidence—-at least they would save the innocent if 


not prosecute the guilty, Judges will be-made from medi. 
wins, because the eprilts will tell who are who, "There willl 


and tens of thousands of go-betweens, mediums between 
good and evil spirits and man. Nous avon changé tout cela 
by putting facts in the place of fancies. Here are the facts: 
The conditions made at seances encourage deception rather 
than expose it. The sitters refuse very often to allow one 
to sit to see the show unless he is a believer. Hands are 
teken prisoners and lights are put out. The spirit is very 
often too like the medium. Spirits often refuse proper 
questions, and take shelter behind the curtain. 

If they will, they will, you may depend on’t; 

If they won't, they won't, and there's an end on't. 

Very often the spirit lies about the individual who has 
the courage to face it. What lies the Spiritualist believes to 
the injury of the individual who showed too much courage 
for Mr, Spirit! No medium can persuade a spirit to come 
out of the seance room into the broad daylight. Spirits all 
are cowards ; they always keep behind, both in courage 
and intelligence. What new truths hav been given to the 
world through spirits? What new inventions hav spirits 
brought to light ? Why do they not leave off conjuring and 
betuke themselves to something useful ? Why are the advo- 
cates of Spiritualism abusiv when opposed? The plain 


Should ever come to know that mesmerism is the key to: 


My experince of Spirltualism ig that it is worse than | 


The old mother has only one medium, a} 
go-between for God and man—Spiritualism has thousands | 


= ED 
atmosphere ; then the gases; next the luminiferous ether; 
and still further on to &'condition that admits of no exter- 
nal force, but which has a constant motion and absolute 
life. This seems to be the universal life, from the fact that 
all the lower grades of life are supplied from this inexhaust- 
ible source, Ali: planetary life is derived from this, as well 
as the adhesiv qualities of every mass; and hence modern 
science has arrived at the conclusion that, after all, matter 
is but & form of force, and that matter and force are co- 


, existent, Co-eternal, inseparable, and everlasting. 


Now I ask this question: If it is impossible to destroy 
matter, how in the name of good sense should the //feof 
matter be destroyed? And if by the changing of matter 
from a lower to & higher condition you increase its life and 
motion, do you not comprehend that the higher the form of 
matter the more of life it contains? Therefore man isa 
higher form of matter than mud, and, by the soundest 


i deductions of philosophy, he is absolutely indestructible 


and everlastingly attaining more and more of this universal 
life. f 

If this is a truth as it pertains to man from a physica] 
point of view, it must also apply to his mental structure and 
consequent mental growth, for wo find in nature already 
set before us every torm of truth. 'The most gifted mind 
has discovered no probiem, no truth; no intelligence, that 
did not exist in nature before he got to it. We speak in 
glowing terms of the mind who has been 80 organized as to 
grasp the higher and grander truths of life, but we often 
forget that he only came upon what always existed; and 
no matter how grand the achievements of any individua] 
lite may be, how much intelligence he may be able to ap. 
propriate to himself and the use of mankind, it will still be 
but the finite growing in the light of the infinit. 

No mind can learn any truth but such as always existed. 
All man’s intelligence is but à comprehension of his envi. 
ronments. He has no power to create truth any more than 
he can Create a force or create matter. His intelligence ig 
but the unfolding of his life, and he receives from without 
what is impressed upon him almost as simply as the morn- 
ing rays unfold the flower. If men would but study the 
grand truths of life in its entirety they would not run into 
the absurdities of the antiquated dogmas of old theology, 
and would hava new philosopby too comprehensiv to be 
crowded into the narrow sectarian edifices that now stud 


truth is that there is nothing to support Spiritualism but 
belief. * Cas, AUDLEY, 
Wilkensburgh, Pa.. June, 1880. 
— mm 


Letter from a New Subscriber. 


To THE EDITOR OF TSE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: A few 
days ago I became a subscriber to your TRUTH SEEKER, in 
which you are battling to supplant tbe crude notions ob- 
taining with reference to God, especially that sectarian 
notion which makes him the most absolnte tyrant. and cruel 
monster. And of course you are no doubt anxious that the 
world shall hav a philosophy, which, while it embraces all 
the attributes of life, holds a rational inducement to probe 
the destiny of the race, and ultimately to establish among 
men a true conception of all their relations. At present 
your labors seem to be devoted to clearing away the rubbish 
and preparing the foundation for a religious edifice that 
shall embrace Within its grand propositions a niche for 
every form of truth as it is found in nature. In doing this, 
you are not only removing the theological props that hold 
up the oldest time-worn structures, so an to let them down 
more rapidly, but you are also hammering away at some of 
the later edifices, which are yet quite strong in appearance, 
but which in time are sure to tumble down iaa confused 
mass. Happily, in all this work of transformation, there 
is an architect behind it all, who is uncongciously—to many 
of his workers—rearranging the new material into form and 
beauty by means of a new philosophy or a more correct 
study of our wants and the necessities of growth. 

You assert yourself to be a Moterialistic Spiritualist in 
your answer to à correspondent. I think that a sound posi- 
tion, which, with your permission, I will proceed briefly to 
establish by the known facts in philosophy. 

Philosophy teaches that all matter contains life ; that 
nothing is absolutely dead. To prove this, there is no form 
of matter that cannot be changed by fusion or otherwise, 
If it were absolutely. dead it could not be affected by any 
other form of matter and force. Hence all matter, when 
acted upon, ‘givs out its life and is changed into new rela- 
tions. . 
Philosophy teaches also that matter cannot be destroyed, 
It may change into ten millions of forms by the application 
of force, but not one atom is ever lost. A ton of coal may 
be changed into ashes and gas, and still it all exists, but in 
a new form and in new relations. 

Philosophy also teaches that masses of matter cannot 
move themselvs. A mass of rock cannot move from iis 
bed unless an external force is’ brought to bear upon it. 
This is the law of inertia, as it applies to masses of matter; 
that is, a mass has no power to move itself, and, if put in 
motion, it has no power to stop that motion. While all 
matter Contains an inherent property of life, yet any mass 
has no such property as that it can move itself. Our globe 
and allthe grand systems cf nature are constantly acted 
upon with a force equal to their various motions, orbital 
&nd otherwise. 

We can trace matter in its Various stages of life from the 
lowest and most inert up to a Condition so refined that it 
becomes pure force. And then we can trace matter down- 
ward from the 8eli-moving quality to the most inert mass, | 
which requires the greatest possible force to move it. For 


instance, we can take matter in its lowest grade, such as. 


rock, or the various minerals. 'These are most inert, and 


the land. Yet we can be hopeful These old shells will 
soon Crumble away and giv place to better quarters. 

Iam a Materialistic Spiritualist also. I hav investigated 
what philosophy teaches of matter in its various forms, and 
what may be called mind in its application to humanity, I 
perceive a mental force in life, a power to will and to do, - 
and wherever I find that will, or force, or intelligence, I 
find also something connected with animal life. I find that 
force in connection with what is called spiritual rapping, 
and also that intelligence which I know must in some way 
come from mind. AndasIcan conceive of no force and 
no intelligence but such as connect in some way with in- 
telligent life, I accept the spiritual philosophy as the only 
reasonable solution of the question. f 

When men attribute the intelligence that often comes: 
through spiritual media to electricity and moonshine, I 


know they are talking nonsense, All the telegraph lines 
on terra firma would not emit a single line of thought if 
not controlled by the operator at the other end of the wire, 
The best telephone is dumb. Mind possesses the only life 
to impart intelligence over its wires. As matter is naught 
Without its inherent life, so also is the best constructed 
mechanism of no account unless controlled by mind, and 
that mind is always connected with a body; a spiritual 
body it is, but none the less a body. An organization more 
refined than ours it must be, as the result of one step in . 
advance of this life. 

One more proposition and Iam done. No phenomena 
can take place bearing human characteristics unless con- 
nected with a human intelligence. And when such intelli- 
gence is given as never had an existence in the mind of the 
medium or known to the sitters until ascertained after- 
ward, it must of necessity come from some other mind. 
This kind of truth is being manifested daily. So of force. 
When tables are moved without physical contact; and & 
force manifesting human intelligence is thereby given, such 
as playing tunes upon instruments, vocal, intelligent con- 
versation, etc., they cannot be applied to any other than 
spiritual beings, and, as you say, their theology and philos- 
ophy is 80 far ahead of the old and s0 beautiful that we 
cannot help wishing it true. Yours.for progress, 

J. R. Perry. 


St. Nicholas, 

To THE EDITOR or Tar TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I wish 
to speak a good word for the best young people's monthly — 
that has ever been published—Scribner’s “St. Nicholas." 
It has been one of my special favorites ever since its birth, 
Some of the best authors of the day write for it—poems, 
astronomical and scientific articles, stories, fairy tales, nat- 
ural history of birde, insects, and animals—travels, and all 
variety of useful and interesting subjects find a place in the 
pages of this beautiful and attractiv magazine. 

When we got up our Library Association for Snowville 
“Bt. Nicholas” was my choice as one of the selections of 
books. "Time after time it was voted down as ''too expen- 
siv,” people here not being used to spending much money 


[for children’s reading. But I said I should always choose 
‘that book till I got it, or would lose my privilege of choice! 


I knew well enough that if I could get one volume in circu- 
lation the field would be won. At last I succeeded, and 
now there are no more popular books in the Library than 
the beautiful, useful, pleasing, and instructiv volumes of 
‘Bt. Nicholas |" I wrote to the publishers asking on what 


require most force to l ] ; 
quires losg: then water, which requires still less; negt the! 


move tbem; next earth, which re- f 


terms I could get a copy for the "Young Girls’ Reading 


Club," They said they had !'notioés" joach month ig 
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nearly 3,000 papers—'* all the important papers in the coun- 
try, but that if I could get four paying subscribers they 
would let me hav it free." Now I think our TRUTH SEEKER 


isan “important paper,” and I put ‘my notice” in it, 
. and hope at least four out of all its readers will want ‘St. 
Nicholas" for their children. 


Elmina’s name, in a registered letter to the publishers, ad- 
dressed Scribner & Co., 745 Broadway, N. Y. 
will pay any person who loves to do à favor to children, 
and it will be such a pleasure to mé to hav it for Our Girls’ 
Club. I hope some day we can do even better yet, and that 


is hav a good Infidel children's paper or magazine, but till 


then I am sure you will find none half as good as “St, 
Nicholas, " Hopefully, ELMINA D. SLENKER, 
Snowwille, Va. 


California Letter. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Allow me 
with others who feela warm interest in your welfare and 
the Liberal cause to congratulate you and the friends of 
Freethought on your release from the clutches of an unjust 
and cruellaw, and may God and good angels speed you in 
your work of emancipating the people from the bondage 
of superstition, and above all to protect you against that spirit 
of envy and jealousy which seems to follow on your track. 

I know, friend Bennett, that in this struggle right and 
truth are on your side, and I want you and the Liberals and 
Spiritualists everywhere to know that Iam with you and 
for you. Ño far as my influence goes you may Count it for 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 88 against all its enemies. - 

I am sure I can't agree with Bundy, Tuttle, Abbot, 
Underwood, and others actuated by the same spirit, that 
you ought to b» crushed, In fact, I don't want any one 
crushed. MEL : 

That is an orthodox spirit, and it seems fearful coming 
from professed Liberals, and I do not think any lasting 
good was ever gained by anybody by pulling another down. 
Above all I detest that meddlesome snooping into another’s 
private affairs, and then all this talk about morality and 
purity on their side makes me sick. Are they all like 


Cæsar’s wife—above suspicion? Don’t you believe it, I|- 


don’t believe there is a first-class angel in the whole lot of 
them who are throwing stones at you. 

The majority of Liberals and Spiritualists in the country 
hav passed upon your case; They hav decided to stand by 
you. Not that they believe you are perfect, but your frank 
and manly spirit throughout the whole affair in question 
has made you & host of friends who are not likely to be 
affected by anything your enemies.can do, 

Now, I don't blame any man for defending himself, and I 
hav no doubt in my mind but that you can find dirt, with 
affidavits attached. to retaliate upon these men aforesaid. 
But don't doit. These men hav also been weighed by a 
Liberal public and found wanting in the essential elements 
of true Liberalism. . 

I hav heard the expression of a large number of Liberals 
in California, Oregon, and Washington Territory, and with 
one accord they say, Bennett must liv. Now, the peo- 
ple who say so are counted by their neighbors as good peo- 
ple, orderly, and respected, and don’t you Know it hurts to 
be called ** tag-rag and bobtail” by one of our own pretended 
Liberals ? The people don’t forget a friend of the people, 
and these words attributed to this public man, like a boom- 
erang, will come back to hurt the one that uttered them, 

' Somebody has taken a contract much too large for their 
caliber and capital invested. They remind me ofa pullet 
trying to cover a nest full of goose eggs. I don't think there 
is any objection to Abbot and company joining the church 
if they want to, and thus ridding themselves of all odium 
growing out of their contact with the Freelove, “ rag-tag 
and bobtail ” crowd. ` 

These high-toned pretenders seem to forget that our 
church is the great unwashed crowd, without God, Christ, 
baptism, or devil ; and he who would be great among us let 
him serve the people, and not taunt them with their failings, 
of Which we all partake in a greater or lesser degree, 

I make no plea for immorality of any kind, but I hav 
learned to separate men and women from their possible 
vices, and love them for the good they possess, or, at least, 
not seek to do them harm because of their frailty. Let him 
who is without sin Cast the first stone ; and if there is any 
bitter, burning curse amongst Liberals which deserves 
rebuke, it is evil-speaking which, like a blighting mildew, 
scatters thorns of dissension among our people. I wish 
everybody could mind their own business, What a happy 
world this would be !' : 

To be a fighter for truth is a grand thing, but don’t, for 
. God's sake, fight each other. It looks bad, and is a source 
of strength to our enemies, and weakness and shame to the 
cause we profess to love, 

Now, I want to say & word to somebody, some unknown 
person who sent that pamphlet—I mean that game cock 
pamphlet—to my wife. I respect au open enemy, but any 
. man who could send an anonymous thing like that is a sneak 
of the first water, With a motive as base as hell, No person 
with sense enough in his head to do credit to & red-headed 
woodpecker would suppose that he could injure D. M, Ben- 
nett in the estimation of his friends. Much less could they 
expect to advance the cause of morality by disseminating 
such trash, 

` What shall the harvest be? For you, nothing but leaves, 
nothing but contempt. 

I hav read THE TRUTH SEEKER of June 12th with much 
satisfaction, and I believe it to be the best Freethought 
paper in the world, and I think Spiritualists in general are 
quite satisfled with your fair, open, and courteous treatment 
of Spiritualism. 

T am pleased with the ability and spirit with which B 4. 

E 


It is suitable for all children 
over five and under twenty, and who will send in $3.00 in 


I know it 


Chapman, my Michigan friend, defends the doctrin of con- | center, there to begin the business of legislating, t. e., gov- 
tinued life. a erning. Wonderful material prosperity visited & people 

I am not pleased with the flippant, specious reasoning of | having a whole continent to. settle ; the conditions of all 
W. F, Jamieson’s treatment of a subject so weighty as, business and labor began to change, Ambitious desires, 
modern Spiritualism and Spiritualists. He does not seem | imaginings never dreamed of, came with unheard-of oppor- 
to giv them the credit of any knowledge on the subject. Is|tunities. Here were busy millions engaged in earning a 
it quite fair, after helping to delude them for years, to turn | great surplus. Never had the lust of the eye and the pride of 
about face and deny the fact which the spirit phenomena |life such incentivs and temptations ; never was greed so 
prove, if they prove anything—a continued life ? stimulated. ‘*How to ‘do it?" became the great desidera- 

He says he was deceived and that they are deceived. Can | tum. The easiest, surest way is by statute in an age of law; 


he explain his mediumship, and prove that the manifèsta- | (as in an age of violence the same was done always by . 


tions were not produced by departed human spirits ? If not, | (force. So then here was an arm or tribunal of government 
how does he know that he or they are deluded or hav been | to act upon and through—to wit, the statute-making arm. 
deceived ? Such a kind of logic places any mgn in Naturally combinations were formed by which the agents 
a strange position. of various interests, the attorneys of various corporations 

I hav known. Many. mediums to doubt their mediumship | and classes, were chosen for Congressmen, While the agri- 
and almost everything else; and yet in no case could they | Cultural people chose their representativa indifferently, other 
explain away the phenomena or solve the problem ? classes chose with an object. As one man with a special 

To doubt and deny may be an evidence of an unsettled | Object will lead hundreds who hav none, so the Congress- 
and distracted state of mind, or even insanity itself, on the | men of the latter really transacted all the business. Then 
part of the doubter ; and yet the facts of spirit phenomena | these interested classes stationed their agents at Washing- 
are not disproved or explained away by the doubts or | ton to watch their interests. Congress itself became a kind 
denial. l l of close corporation, its modes of doing business so compli- 

If Bro. Jamieson will show, in any of the well-attested | cated that it had to be done by deputy. -New raw members 
cases of genuin phenomena, of which we hav many thou-| Were utterly powerless. Responsibility of individuals was 
sands, that it is something else—and not spirits—he has the | lost in the multitude and in the modes of doing business, 
question. Until that time our theory and assumption are| Oregon, Mo, CLARKE IRVINE, 
quite as tenable as his denidl, doubts, and fears, 

I do not cling to the theory simply because there is com- 
fort in the doctrine of meeting the loved ones passed on out 
of my sight. No, I want the truth, and I believe in an iron- 
sided search after truth; and my convictions on this subject 
are formed in spite of all my doubts and fears or predilec- 
tions onthe subject. 

From what I hav se2n and experienced I am forced to 
admit it as truth until Bro. Jamieson or some other person 
shall roll away the stone from the sepulcher of my mind, 
and let in the light. . Í 

R. G. Ingersoll on “ Hell" is grand. I hope he will liv 

many years yet to giv these Bible-backs more of the same 
hell-fired medicin we hav been obliged to take from them 80 
long in the past. 
Your department of “ Letters from Friends” is a bright 
green spot in THE TRUTH SEEKER, as my travels during the 
last twelve years hav made me personally acquainted with 
many who write for those columns. And especially from 
Michigan, my old home, I find messages from many I 
know; and it makes me feel glad that the two years of the 
hardest labor in my life has borne fruit, and that the Lib- 
erals and Spiritualists of Michigan stand by you in your 
trials. : 

I hav spent one hundred days in the legislature since I 
wrote you, and hav learned some of the ins and outs and 
deviltry wrapped up in law-making. My friends are pull- 
ing at me to get me on the stump again, but my heart pulls 
toward the Freethought rostrum ; and after the Fourth is 
over I hope to meet the Liberals again in Astoria, Portland, 
Forest Grove, Salem, Albany, Eugene, Walla Walla, and 
at other points ia Oregon. And any friend whose eye falls 
upon this letter desiring to hav his community agitated will 
please drop a line to my address, Portland, Oregon, as soon 
after the Fourth of July as possible. 
Yours for truth, 


[From the Boston Investigator] 
Horace Seaver’s Definition of “ Freelove.* 


An inquiring friend in New Hampshire writes: ‘‘ Our 
minister (orthodox) has been preaching against Col. Inger- 
soll in particular and Infidels in general, charging ‘them 
with being guilty, among other enormities, of Freelove, 
What is that? It seems to me to be a new offense that 
orthodoxy has invented against us, and I would like to hav 
you tell me what it is. Please explain in the paper, and 
I will show it to our minister, who livs near me.” 

Great Caution must always be exercised in believing what 
ministers say of Infidels; for ministers, many of them, 
“wak by faith and not by sight," or knowledge either, 
They are flighty people—of the air airy, for their doctrines 
are based on ‘‘evidence not seen.” 

** Freelove," as its teachers define it (if we are not mis- 
taken), means freedom from civil law, just the same as in 
religion. They argue that lov, being an affection of the 
mind, depends on attraction and mutual esteem and respect; 
that this is a far stronger bond of union than law ; that it 
constitutes genuine marriage ; that where it never existed, 
or is lacking, there is no marriage worthy of that honora- 
ble name; and, lastly, that as a man and woman form their 
own marital contract when they agree to liv together as 
husband and wife, they should hav the right to dissolve it 
when they can no longer be happily united. 

This, as briefly as we can state it, is Freelove, and eyi- 
dently it involves a correct principle; for we will venture to 
say, in spite of the church, the clergy, and the state, that 
no man who sincerely respects his wife does go because the 
law says he must. But if the New Hampshire minister 
thinks we are in error in anything we hav said, our col- 
umns will be opened to him for any reply that he may 


J. L, YORE. wish to make, 


——— 9 9—————————— 
The Dawning Day. 


** Behold, the day cometh that shall burn as an oven 
(Malachi iv, 1). 


San Jose, Cal. 


-e 


A Great Mistake. 

To TEE EDITOR or TuE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: What a 
simple, cheap government ours was designed to be can be 
seen by the Constitution and the proceedings of the earliest 
Congresses. But who could not hav forseen its progress 
toward complexity and extravagance, if he had reflected a 
little. Here was the condition : Given a Constitution that 
organized a government of very limited powers, having & 
law-making and executiv arm, and a judiciary. In fact, 
there are four arms, 1. A supreme restraining power, 
fixed, moveless, dumb from the day it was created. It 
spoke once, Clearly, decisivly, commandingly; and then re- 
mained still forever, leaving its speech on record. That 
power is the Constitution. It encroaches on no other 
branch, and when encroached upon cannot complain, 
therein differing from all other branches, It has no tribu- 
nal to speak for it, to givit living, moving force. There is 
the fatal defect in our government. In cases contested the 
Supreme Court may speak for it, often not until long years 
after violating statutes hav imposed upon it through en- 
forcement. 

The legislativ, judicial, and executiv branches are ever 
represented. Let one encroach upon the other and at once 
remonstrance is heard and resistance begins. The mistake 
was in forgeting that, as organized, this is a government of 
four branches instead of three, like the British, as was sup- 
posed. The British Constitution is subordinate to Parlia- 
ment and is no proper branch of government. Some of the 
founders expected to see in the powers reserved to the 
states, or in the states themselves, a kind of tribunal sufi- 
ciently activ and authoritativ to speak and act for the Con- 
stitution. Activ enough it may be, but there is no proper 
way for it to exercise its authority. Its operation is irregu- 
lar, uncertain, inefficient, . A body of fundamental laws, 
supreme over all, called Constitution, like ours, is as much 
one of the powers by which goverament is carried on as is 
the legislativ or judiciary or executiv. The founders might 
as Well hav made a code of statutes and a library of decis- 
ions on every imaginable case, and done without a Congress 
and Supreme Court, as to hav made this supreme Constitu- 
tion providing no proper tribunal to remonstrate and resist 
intrusions on that Constitution. 

What then very soon was the result? National parties 
were formed ; a promiscuous body of men was chosen from 


various spots over the vast ciroumferenos and placed in p 


with the weather, 

Since the days of the Infidel Jefferson, the government 
machine has, with one exception, been run by ecclesiasti- 
cism—using officials as stalking-horses, 

1880 and 1881 are, by the seers of the ages, fraught with 
mighty results, 1880 is half used up. What has it accom- 
plished ? 

It has demonstrated that to not believe as J believe is 
heresy, and heresy is obscenity, you know. 

The suggestion of ‘‘ Peter” is in order; no time to be 
lost. Let honest men and virtuous women organize ; giv 
us another Jefferson, a man with a soul, a man who has the 
moral courage to do right because it ¢s right. Amen. 


PRENTISS, 
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Pocket Theology, 


BY VOLTAIRE. 

FRIEND BENNETT: I hav just given this little volume of 
definitions to theological words belonging to the Christian 
mythology a second reading, and it is just splendid, It is 
one of the few books that will liv. 

Every Liberal should own one, Twenty-five cents’ worth 
of sharp, Cutting, satirical meanings to the common litera- 
ture of the church like these are really worth as many dol- 
lars tó any individual who makes them his own.. When a 
girl I used to pin up a list of words from the botanical 
nomenclature or old English Expositor above the sink 
where I washed dishes so as to hav them to run over while 
Iwas at work. And now I shall keep this pocket diction- 
ary of Voltaire's just where I can dip into it at odd moments 
and absorb its contents. Probably Voltaire was the smart- 
est man the world has ever produced, and it is to be re- 
gretted that his works are not more generally read and 
appreciated. Ihope this one will sell like “hot cakes,” and 
it surely will if merit has its due. Thine truly, 

Snowville, Va., June 27, 1880. Euura D, BLENKER, 


A DEACON of a church at West Pawlet. in a fit of anger, 
one Sunday morning threw a stone and killed one of his 
cows. He has a balky horse, and has been known to knock 
the dumb beast down with a club several times in succes, 
sion, He is chuok full of the lnye of Christ. 


ase ai 


eS ÀÁ 


All ages hav their seers—prophets, Vennor is raising hob : 
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Che Truth Seeker, July 10, 1880. 
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Second Reply to G. M. Mair. 


Mr. G. M. Marg, Dear Sir: But little need be 
said about your charges of misrepresentation, blas- 
phemy, and obscenity, since you regret making them 
and repudiate the idea of personality in the matter. 
Allow me to say, however, that I cannot think you 
remarkably successful in your substantiation, First, 
as regards Col. Ingersoll’s misrepresentation, it 
amounts to very little, in fact, to nothing at all. 
‘There is no account that God did pay any attention 
to educated Greece, and theres not much difference 


in the antiquity of the Jewish people and the Gre- 
ciavs. If any difference, it would seem that the 
Grecians have the advantage. 
much stronger proof of the antiquity of the inhab- 
itants of Greece than of the Jews. Homer time 


was nearly a thousand years before our era, and the 


Grecians were old when he sung, while the early 
history of the Jews is extremely mythical. Many 


think that at a thousand years before Christ they 


were wandering tribes of Arabic robbers and shep- 
herds, . 

As to the obscenity of Mr. Babcock’s article on 
Abraham’s bosom, I cannot quite agree with you, 
It is slightly irreverent, but certainly not obscene. 
Many of the Bible stories beat it, in that direction, 
all to pieces. Neither can I think that the notices 
of the fall of clergymen, which you speak of, are 
obscene. Most of them are accounts taken from 
the daily press of the city, as matters of news, and 
they are usually couched in appropriate language. 
It can certainly be no more obscene for Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER to notice these cases than for the Sun, Her- 
ald, or Times ; and as the clergy are particularly 
anxious to say all they can disparagingly of myself 
and-my cause, I claim it right and proper for me to 
show up their hypocrisy and sinfulness. I fear you 
are over-sensitive upon the subject of obscenity, and 
like some of my Christian persecutors are inclined 
to call that obscene which is not obscene at all. 
Obscenity is not clearly defined and is relative. 
What may be obscene to you may not be so to 
thousands of others. lf you hold that the items 
alluded to are obscene, you cannot get away from 
the admission that the Bible is a very obscene book. 

I have no objections to your revised form of 
propositions or theses to be discussed by us. They 
are more compact and comprehensive than mine. I 
wrote my propositions in haste, without stopping to 
trim or revise. We will accept yours as the basis 
of our argument, as they embrace all the essential 
points contained in mine. It matters but little how 
the propositions are worded so long as we have a 
free discussion upon the main issue. 

Iam almost sorry to see indications that we are 
not diametrically opposed in all our views. It is a 
little difficult for one to get up an argument with a 
man who thinks as he does himself. When you say, 
“T have as many objections to Christendom as you 
have,” and “I will not discuss what you call Chris- 
tianity as taught elsewhere [than in the Bible], 
neither do I desire to palliate or deny the vileness of 
many who profess to be followers of Christ,” you 
seem to acknowledge much already, and it is to 
be feared our discussion may be considerably cir- 
cumscribed. In debating the merits of Christian- 
ity, I deem it much more fair to take it as the world 
knows it and has experienced it, rather than an ideal 
article of something Christianity should have been 
or might have been. It is Christianity as it has 
been, and is, that I object to, far more than what it 
ought to be. _ at's easier for me to detect an evil 
that has existed for eighteen centuries, and exists 
still, than to venerate an imaginary good that ought 
to have an existence. 

I think, however, we will be able to find quite a 
number of points upon which we will not agree; so 
there may still be a pretty good chance for an ani- 
mated discussion, and I trust I will be abls to show 
you that I have more “argument,” than ‘mere 
assertion and ridicule and jest.” I will proceed 
then with the first proposition, or thesis, that Chris- 
tianity is neither new nor original, being borrowed 
or copied from much older systems of religion. 

The foundation dogma upon which Christianity 

~ yeats is that God cohabited with a mortal female, 


I consider there is 


by which means she conceived and ultimately 
brought forth a demigod, or a being half divine and 
half human, who taught the truths of heaven and 
of his father to a band of followers, and upon those 
teachings . established a new and true system of 
religion, necessary to the salvation of the werld. I 
think you will hardly deny that Jesus was not the 
first demigod which the world believed in, nor that 
prior to him it was thought that gods had held inter- 
course with the daughters of earth and produced an 
offspring at least half god. Nor can I think you 
will deny that the fable of a virgin bearing a child 
of divine paternity is many centuries/older than the 
story of the Virgin Mary and her son. But never- 
theless, I will adduce some proofs of these facts. 

. Among the earlier instances of this kind is Christna, 


appeared on the earth from six hundred to two 
thousand years before the time of Jesus; he was 
believed to be begotten by the god Vishnu of a vir- 
author has it. The god entered the virgin's apart- 
result. He was a remarkable personage, and though 
the tyrant Kansa sought to destroy him by or- 
dering all the male children born in the prov- 
ince of Madina on the night that Christna was 
born to be put to déath, his purpose was 
thwarted, and the child escaped and grew up to 
maturity. He possessed remarkable powers and 
performed numerous miracles, among which were 
healing the sick, restoring the lame, blind, and deaf, 
and even raising the dead. .A band of disciples 
became attached to him, the chief of whom was 
Arjuna. These he taught humility, purity, self- 
denial, and all the cognate virtues. Enemies, how- 
ever, laid in wait for him and finally succeeded in 
destroying him. He was executed on the banks cf 
the Ganges and his body was nailed or fastened to 
a tree, or crucified on a tree, as some state it. His 
memory was held very dear by his numerous fol- 
lowers and for thousands of years he has been wor- 
shiped as the son of God. Sir William Jones in his 
* Asiatic Researches” gives a full account of the 
traditions with reference to Christna, as many others 
do also, including Haug, Sir Cockburn Thompson, 
Godfrey Higgins, Max Muller, Wilson, and Jacolliot, 
Lydia Maria Child, and others who have written on 
oriental religions. Jones, Thompson, Jacolliot, have 
made elaborate translations from one of the ancient 
sacred volumes of the Hindoos called the Mahabha- 
rata, in a division of which, called the Bhagavat- 
gita, this story of Christna is told at length and 
with not a little beauty. 

Among the numerous temples in India, excavated 
with immense labor and cost, from the solid rock, 
some of which Bishop Heber describes in graphic 
language, and which possess great antiquity, known 
‘to have been constructed long before the Christian 
era, many are dedicated to Vishnu, and especially to 
Christna, who for thousands of years has been one of 
the favorite gods among Hindoo worshipers. 

The second person in the Hindoo trinity, Vishnu, 
the father of Christna, is one of the greatest gods 
among all the Asiatics. Heis believed to have had 
nine different avatars, incarnations, or sons. The 
first was a fish ; the second a turtle; the third a 
boar; the fourth a man-lion; the fifth a dwarf who 
deceived Bali and became very powerful by auster- 
ities ; the sixth, a hero named Parasu-Roma ; the 
seventh, Rama-Chandra, a powerful divinity ; the 
eighth, Christna, the son of God just noticed ; the 
ninth, Buddha. Thus: it seems the god Vishnu 
alone had nine sons, or avatars, or incarnations, and 
all of them many hundred years before Jesus was 
heard of in the world. 

Buddha as a demigod is widely known through- 
out the most populous parts of Asia. While he has 
by some Hindoos been accounted the ninth avatar | 
of Vishnu, he has by others been considered the son 
of another divinity. In Cashmere his birth is placed 
back five thousand years ago. According to the 
Mongul records, it is four thousand years, while the 
Chinese claim but three thousand years. It is 
claimed in Ceylon that the religion of Buddha was 
introduced into that country six hundred and thirty 
years before our era. Sir William Jones placed the 
birth of Buddha at 1000 s.c. Buddha is held to 
have been the son of a virgin named Maia, who con- 
‘ceived by a ray from heaven, his conception and 
birth being free from taint of human contact or the 
slightest impurity. It is claimed that through 
infancy, childhood, and youth Buddha, or Gautama, 
was protected by divine influence and possessed 
divine. powers which distinguished him from all 
‘other persons of his time. When he reached the 
age of manhood, he deemed it his duty to separate 
himself from his mother, his reputed father, and all 
his friends, and take himself into a wilderness, and 
to subject himself to the greatest deprivation and 
self-abnegation for a term of several years. Here 
he was sorely tempted by.the devil and various 
adverse influences; but heavenly wisdom was 
imparted to him, and people flocked to him from all 
parts of the country. He ultimately gatheréd a 
band of disciples around him, who from him learned 
heavenly truths, and. many of whom were sent out 


Chrishna, or Kreeshna, of India, who is said to have | 


gin by the name of Devaci, or Devanaguy as one, 


ment and * overshadowed” her, and Christna was the | 


to teach his gospel. The moral teachings of Buddha 
have scarcely been surpassed by any who have 
succeeded him. He taught the strictest self-denial, 
humility, virtue, purity, temperance, holiness, and 
all the virtues that are acknowledged by men. He 
performed many astonishing miracles, and urtil he 
was eighty years of age passed his time in constantly 
doing good. His maxims, precepts, and pious 
instructions were written on palm leaves, which filled 
three baskets and were ultimately made into a vol- 
ume or volumes, called Tripitaka from the three 
baskets, and for more than two thousand years 
these have been the sacred writings of the followers 
of Buddha—their Bible, or word of God. Many 
quotations from the writings of Buddha will be 
given if you desire. rd 

I think you will hardly ask me to furnish the 
proofs that such a personage as Buddha once lived, 
or was believed in twenty-five hundred years ago. 
His statues in numerous rock temples in India, the 
fact that his religion spread with great rapidity 
more than two thousand years ago.over the most 
populous countries of Asia; that he has had a more 
extensive following than any other person who ever 
started a religious system; that he has to-day 
400,000,000 of. followers who believe him to have 


i been the son of God and to have taught the true 


system of salvation, incontestibly prove him to have 
been one of the distinguished characters of the 
world. If, however, you call for authorities, you 
can be accommodated. 

It can hardly be expected that I will dwell at 
much length on all the demigods which the ancient 
nations believed in, though considerable might be 
said of the most of them.. I will simply now give a 
list of those who long before the Christian era were 
looked to by the ancient inhabitants of oriental 
countries as sons of gods, demigods, saviors, re- 
deemers, or inspired teachers. Some of them were 
doubtless mythical characters, some were real per- 
sonages, but all were believed in in some part of the 
long ago. The following list is from Graves’ * The 
World's Sixteen Crucified Saviors,” gathered from 
various works on the religions of the ancients, and 
largely from Godfrey Higgins’ “ Anacalypsis :” 


1. Ohristna, or Ohrishna, of 43. Hil and Feta, of the Manda- 
B, 
94. Universal Monareh. of the 
Sibyla. 
. Ischy, of Formosa. 


4, Crite, of Chaldea. 25 

5. Baal and Taut, of Phoeniea. 26. Pythagoras, ot Samos. 
.6. Tham muz, of Syria. 21. 'fhe Holy One, of Xaca. 
7. Fohi and Tien, of Ohina. 28. Divine Teacher, of Pilato. 
8, Thulis, of Egypt. > 29. Adonis, of Greece, 

9. Indra, cf Thibet. 80 


. Alcestos, of Euripides, ; 
God and 
lemena. 


Apollo, son of Isis. 
esus and Bremrillah, of 
the Druids. 

. Odin, of Scandinavia, 

Alcides, of Thebes. 

Thor and Balder. sons of 
O3in of the.Norgem en, 

. Salivahand, of Bermuda. 
Gentant and Quezaleote, of 

Mexico, 
. Ixton, of Rome. 
. Quirinius, of Rome. 


10. Devatat, ot Siam. Hereules, son o 
11. Adad, of Assyria. 
12, Prometheus, of Caucagsus. 


13. Asculapius, of Egypt and 


reece, 
4, Wittoba. of Talingonese. 
16. Xamolxis, of Thrace. 35. 
16. Zoor, of the Bonzes. 
17. Atys, of Phrygia. 
18, Bali, of Afghanistan. 
19. Iao, of Nepaul. . 
20. Mikado, of the Sintoos. 
21. Beddru, of Japan. 
22, Cadmus, of Greece. 


32, 


Among the sons of gods or saviors that have been 
believed were crucified, the following are named in 
Graves’ work and were principally taken from Hig- 
gins’ “ Anacalypsis :” 


. BO BO 

1. Ohristna, of India, 1200 9, Prometheus, of Oaucas- 
2 Sakia, of the Hindoos, 600 BUB, 547 
3. Thammauz, of Syria, 1160 10. Thulis, of Egypt, 1700 
4, Wittobe.of Telingonese. 552 11, Indra. of T hibet, 25 
5. Iao, of Nepaul, 622 12. Alcestos. of Euripides, 600 
6. Heeus, of the Oeltic 18. Atys, of Phrygia, 1170 
Druids, 834 14. Orite, of Ohaldea, 1200 
7. dure of Mexico, 587 15. Ball, of Orissa, 725 
8. Quirinius, of Rome, 606 16. Mithra, of Persia. 557 


It is not to be presumed that these were all real 
characters, or that they were all really crucified, but 
that men believed they lived, and that they were 
crucified not far from the dates given, cannot be 
successfully disputed. That is about as.much as 
can be said of Jesus. We have the story of his life 
and crucifixion, but there are thousands who do not 
believe such a person was ever crucified or that he 
ever existed. 


It is hardly needful for me to go into a detailed 
account of all the mythical demigods which men 
have believed in, or give the names of the principal 
authors who have written upon the subject. I think 
you will not deny that nearly all the ancient nations 
had their gods whom they worshiped, much as the 
Jews worshiped theirs, that it was believed that 
these gods begot sons and daughters. Some nations 
had more gods in their pantheons than others, but 
one or more of the gods of each nation were believed 
to engage in the business of rearing children, some- 
times choosing a goddess for the mother, but quite 
as often some favored young female of the human 
race. You are aware that the ancient Persians had 
not as many gods as the Hindoos or Egyptians, but 
their great god Ormuzd was believed to have had a 
son by the name of Mithra, who was born on the 
twenty-fifth day of December, and to whom the 
titles of ** Redeemer,” “Son of Righteousness,” ete., 
were given. x 

The gods of Egypt weresomewhat numerous, and 
several of them had wives and children, Among 
them were Neph, Ammon, Pthah, Khem, Ra, etc. 
The latter hed a son by the name of Seb. But 
Osiris is marg familiar to ps of modern times, He 


was the great god of the Nile and the people of 
Egypt. He was the husband of Isis, who bore him 
the son Horus. He had a brother named Typhon, 
who was the very devil for all Egypt, the same as 
„Ahriman, the brother of Ormuzd, was the Evil One 
in the Persian country. These were undoubtedly 
the prototypes for Satan, or the devil for the Jewish 
and Christian systems, The gods seemed unable to 


get along without a devil, so in nearly every system of 


mythology, and in nearly every pantheon, we find 
one or more devils.. Our own system of religion 
would indeed fare badly were it not for the hoof- 
footed devil with horns and a barbed tail, so con- 
tinually held up to frighten children of all ages. . 

When we step from Egypt overinto Greece we 
find that the principal god of that delightful coun- 
‘try, old Jove—the Thunderer, Zeus, or Jupiter—had 
a most astonishing penchant for females of both the 
heavenly and earthly latitudes. Besides his queenly 
Hera, or Juno, who, it would seem, ought to be suf- 
ficient to satisfy a reasonable god, he was so roguish 
and amorous as to be almost constantly looking 
after some other charming females of the celestial or 
terrestrial spheres. In this way he often made his 
poor Juno extremely unhappy, though he tempo- 
rarily imparted happiness to others. 

It may not be amiss to recall some of his amatory 
experiences. His first wife was-Metis, but the mon- 
ster becoming jealous of the child she was about to 
bear him, he absolutely swallowed her, child and 
all. This extraordinary meal, however, seems to 
have been the cause of his bringing forth Minerva, 
full formed, from his head. Next he married The- 
mis (Justice), and by her become the father of 
Astrea and the Hore. Juno was his third choice, 
and to her he remained more steadfast than to any 
of his wives or loves. Juno was the mother of 
Hebe, Mars, and Vulcan. By other goddesses he 
had children as follows: Ceres bore him Proser- 
pine ; Leto, or Latona, bore him Apollo and Diana ; 
Dione, according to some authorities, bore him 
Aphrodite or Venus ; Mnemosyne bore him the nine 
muses ; Eurynome the three graces ; Semele bore 
him the wine-loving Bacchus ; Maia was the mother 
of Mercury, while Alemene bore him the powerful 
Hercules. 

. Among his many love-ventures may be mentioned 
his intercourse with Leda, Antiope, Ægina, Cly- 
toris, a virgin, Calisto, Asteria, another virgin, 
Europa, and several others. Many of these were 
goddesses, and hardly belonged to earth, but fully 
half of them were the daughters of men. He “saw 


. that they were fair, and he took of them wives of 


all which he chose.” 
All this was taught and believed more than a 
‘thousand years before the New Testament story of 
the Holy Ghost and the Virgin Mary, holding their 
celebrated interview, was told. Homer sung of what 
the gods had done many years before he lived, and 
his time was nearly a thousand years before our era. 
The fable or conception of the mother and child, 
or virgin and child, is far more than a thousand 
years older than the story of Mary and Jesus. It 
comes from so far back in antiquity that the date is 
difficult to fix with certainty. The idea seems to 
have been common in Chaldea, Assyria, India, 
Egypt, and other countries. The virgin was con- 
spieuous in the mythology of Chaldea and Baby- 
lonia, and was often associated with the principal 
male deity in forming the trinity. This virgin was 
called by various names ; sometimes Ishtar, Multa, 
Mulita, or Mylitta, Enuta, Bilta, Ri, Alittla, Elissa, 
Beltis, Ashtoreth, Astarte, Saruha, Nana, Asurab, 
etc. Among the titles given to the celestial virgins 
of those days were, “Mother of the Incarnated 
God,” “Mother of Perpetual Fecundity,” “ Eternal 
Virginity,” “Virgin most Chaste,” “Mirror of 
Supreme Conscience,” “ Mother of Gods,” “ Mother- 
Soul of the Universe,” “Mother of all Virtues,” 
“The Queen of Heaven," etc., ete. 
Among the traditions of virgin and child in the 
various oriental nations may be mentioned: 
1. Devanaguy, virgin mother of Christna. | 
2. Ceres, virgin mother of Osiris, of whom it was 
claimed that he was begotten by the father of all the 
ods. ; 
i 3. Isis, the virgin mother of Horus, the Re- 
deemer. : 
4. Maia, virgin mother of the Redeemer, Sakia 
Muni. ; 
5. Alcmene, virgin mother of the Redeemer, 
Alcides. PS 
6. Ishtar, the god-impregnated virgin 
Babylon. : 
7. Celestine, virgin mother of Zulis. 
8. Mayence, virgin mother of Hesus. 
9. Semele, virgin mother of Bacchus. : 
10. Shing-Mong, virgin mother of the savior, Yu. 
. Myrrha, virgin mother of Adonis. — 
. Coronis, virgin mother of /Esculapius. . 
. Ri, the virgin mother of the Assyrian demi- 


mother of 


. Io, virgin mother of a demigod. 

. Latona, virgin mother of Apollo. 

. Maia, virgin mother of Mercury. 
17. Prudence, the mother of Hercules, 
18. Somnus, the mother of Momus, 
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19. Alimede, mother of Jason. 

20. Hecate, mother of Janus, besides many, many 
more. 

Dr. Thomas Inman in his “ Ancient Faiths” in- 
forms us about the figure of virgin and child being 
found sculptured in stone, in the ruins of Babylon 
and Nineveh; about similar sculptures being 
found in India, also the same in Egypt. It is well- 
known to Egyptologists that the image of Isis and 
child was often to be found on the temples and 
monuments of ancient Egypt ; that the same was 
often placed upon the canvas by ancient artists, 
and that after the dawn of Christianity these Egyp- 
tian paintings of Isis and Horus were taken to 
Rome and sold for the most artistic representation 
of the Virgin Mary and Jesus. . 

I have, however, made this article long enough 
for this occasion. In my next I will endeavor to 
show you that the dogmas of Christianity had their 
origin in the more ancient pagan systems. 

lam sincerely yours, D. M. BENNETT. 
ur pt Loci 


What is Material? 
: é Oax River, Mo.. June 18, 1880 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir; Your remarks upon ‘ Inquir- 
er’s problem ” in your issue of the 12th inst., is very inter- 
esting. However, it doesn't all accord -with our “limited 
thinker.” I agree with you touching the grades of mind ; 
but take issue when it: comes to mind or thought being 
“material.” You say. “ That mind is material because it 
requires matter to produce it." Such is sheer speculation ; 
cannot be demonstrated. You had just as well say that 
music is material, and that every sound of the organ or 
violin is material. MU. 

The musical instrument is material ; the Sound cannot be. 
The sound acted upon by the intelligence produces music, 
not matter, “concrete,” We agree with you that the brain 
is material and the seat of intelligence, of thought ; that its 
food is bacon and beans, Thought is not language any 
more than sound is music; either must be learned. 

We agree with you that matter changes its form, When 
unorganized, it cannot produce athought. Without thought 
there is no intelligence, no design. Certainly there is 
design in the universe. However, I do not believe the 
forces ip nature that you claim to be the Most High, All in 
All, was the work of anthropomorphism or a God. I don't 
believe that cosmos was ever Created by such God, yet I do 
believe there is intelligence in its organization and-work. 
ings. We speak of the spirit of man ; sometimes we say 
soul, yet no one has denied either. The wild Indian is as 
near the mark asthe most learned. He speaks of and looks 
to a Great Spirit, ** himsélf the lesser.” ae 

Again you say of matter, ‘‘ The universe is the supreme 
power, possessing omnipotence, omnipresence, and omnis- 
cience 80 far as the latter quality has an existence. I can- 


time you say there cannot be intelligence without an organ- 
ized brain. Does ‘‘ cosmos possess a brain ?" 


he forgets, however, that he is finite, and often proposes to 
wrestle with infinit, At least he attempts to pluck jewels 
from the infinit crown, With all his assumed.wisdom he 
cannot solve the smallest minutia in nature. He cannot tell 
how the grass grows, or what or how it is that directs each 
germ to its kind. ; 

Withal, it is well that we controvert. It enables us 
many times to conclude, arrive at grand ideas. A child 
may teach a philosopher, and state problems that he cannot 
solve. Very respectfully, M. J, HINES. 


RxPLY.—HMr. Hines says the statement that mind is mate- 
rial because it takes matter to produce it, ‘‘is sheer specula- 
tion," Then everything may as well be called '' sheer spec- 
ulation.” If anything is demonstrated in the world, it is that 
the brain and nervous system in connection with material or- 
ganizations produce thoughts or mind, snd there is not the 
slightest proof that thoughts or mind hav ever been produced 
by any other means. As brain, the nervous system, and all 
existing organisms which alone can produce thoughts, are 
composed of matter, it does not seem to be *'sheer specula- 
tion ” to say that both the producer and the result produced 
are material. All that matter s or docs is material; thus 
eyesight, hearing, smelling, tasting, feeling, and thinking 
are material, Until it can be shown that these processes or 
functions can be performed or produced without organs, 
and that organs are not material, it is hardly worth while to 
denounce the opposit as sheer speculation. 

Ot course music is material. It certainly is not spir- 
itual. Every sound of the organ or violin is material. Is 
not the organ material? Is not the violin material? Did 
Mr. Hines ever see one not formed of matter? If he has, 
could he succeed in producing audible sounds from them ? 
If for one moment we grant him that an immaterial organ 
or Violin may exist, would it be possible for them to so act 
on the atmosphere as to cause it to vibrate and convey the 
sound thus produced to the tympanum of the ear, a really 
material organization ? To say that such a thing is possible 
is not only sheer speculation, but sheer absurdity. A note 
of music was never caused by nothing ; the slightest sound 
ever made was material. Nothing cannot produce sound. 
Nothing cannot do anything. All that is not nothing is 
material. : 

We did not say that ‘thought is language," but there 
never was language without thought, never thought without 
a materia] organization and material food to produce 
thought, so language is also material. r. Hines seems to 
think matter is crude or “concrete.” Not necessarily so. 
The atmosphere, oxygen, the luminiferous ether, light, 
heat, electricity, are really as material 88 à block of granite, 
a bank of clay, or the earth itself, More than half the 
matter in existence is in an aeriform, ethereal, invisible con- 
dition. Matter is capable of entering into endless and 
interminable forms and conditions. The assertion that mat- 
ter can only be something crude, heavy, concrete, is 
“ sheer speculation,” 


thought. 
thought, we will be obliged to him. 
mals, so are elephants, horses, dogs, bees, and ants. 
animal organizations think more or less perfectly. Mr. 
Hines will hardly say there is anything about an elephant 
that is not material. 
ized life, 
there is thought, crude or elaborate. 
are material, sensation is material, thought is material. 
say they are not is sheer speculation. 

please say what they are if not material ? 


was ever created by any other sort of god ? Will he please 


morphic or otherwise, will he please describe the process ? 


not conceive of such facts, or how such cau be claimed for 
matter. (Webster defines ‘‘omniscience” as having uni- 
versal knowledge, knowledge of all things ) At the same 


So far as I 
] know it may be all brain. Man, sir, is a speculative genius; 


Mr. Hines. evidently thinks matter cannot produce 
If he will tell us what else does or can produce 
We are thinking ani- 
All 


It is the same with all animated organ- 
All organisms hav sensation ; where sensation is 
To repeat, organisms 
To 
Will Mr. Hines, 


Mr. Hines admits that the Cosmos was never created by 
anthropomorphic God. Has he the slightest proof that it 


giv.a description of his kind of god that did create the 
Cosmos from nothing ? If one grain of something can be E 
created from nothing by a million gods, whether anthropo- __ HS 


We hold every grain of matter composing our globe and all 
the suns and globes that roll in boundless space to be just as 
eternal, just as self-existent, just as uncreatable, just as 
indestructible as the entire cosmos is itself, including all the 
gods that Mr. Hines and our Christian friends are-capable 
of conceiving. 'The idea that it is possible to produce or 
create something from nothing or that it ever was so created 
is worse than ‘sheer speculation," it is a monstrous ab- 
surdity. i 
We know nothing about design ia the universe save where 
it is produced by organism, and there is an infinitude of or- 
ganisms, Design isa product, not an original factor, De- | 
sign did not create the Cosmos from nothing, did not bring i 
the universe from nihility. Design has created nothing. | 
Design did not make two halves equal a whole. This fact 
always existed. All facts, all truths always existed. The . P 


universe always existed. Not one fact; not one truth, not 


one world, not one universe, was ever brought into exist- 
ence by design or anything else. They are eternal. 

There is adaptation, in the universe of course, but it was 
not invented nor designed, It is its very nature to be just as 
it is, the same as it is to exist. It was not designed to be as 
it is, any more than it was designed to come from nothing. It 
ig just as it is, because under existing circumstances or laws 
it cannot be otherwise. Twice two make four because they 
cannot make anything else, The principle of the survival 
of the fittest explains why adaptation is seen, -That which 
is not adapted cannot exist. Adaptation is not design. 

We still insist that the universe contains all existences all 
matter, ali force, and that it possesses omnipotence, omni- 
presence, and omniscience, so far as the latter has an exis- 
tence, If Mr. Hines can produce any of these, disconnected 
from the universe or outside of it, let him proceed at once 
to do go. 

He asks, ‘‘ Does Cosmos possess a brain?" ‘Yes, millions 
of them, as it does millions of bodies or organisms. It con- 
tains allthere is to be contained or can hav existence, If 
he can show anything that Cosmos does not possess, let him 
not be bashful about doing so. What he says about pluck- 
ing jewels from the infinit crown is very poetical, and that 
only. The universe is the only infinit and man is part of it. 
He can solve many things once regarded as mysteries and is 
daily learning to solve more. He can tell how the grass 
grows, and thousands of the other phenomena of the uni- 
verse. He is fast learning that there is no matter, exist- 
ence, power, force, mentality or anything else outside of 
the universe, for it contains all, and is all. 


From One of Our Best Friends. 


FRIEND BENNETT: Inclosed flad my check for twenty- 
five dollars to help you a little on your trip to Brussels, I 
hav been trying for several days to get down to see you, but 
hav had so much to attend to hav not found the time. 

Hoping you will hav a pleasant trip, I am, in haste, 

"Your friend, A. VAN DUSEN., 

New York, July 1, 1880. 

[Our most grateful thanks to this generous friend. | 

— i € — ———— 


A Correction. f ; 

To Taz EDITOR or Tue TRUTH Serer, Sir: In the 
conversation between Mr. Savage and Mr Verity, as report- 
ed in a recent number of THE TRUTH SEEKER, the former 
says, '* Underwood knows these men [Mendum and Beaver] ; 
are ‘‘crooked,’” In this statement Mr. Savage went 
too far. He has a right to speak for himself—not for 
me. If Messrs, Mendum and Seaver are ‘‘ crooked,” 
I do not know it. The reference to them is prob. 
ably in eonnection with Paine Hall. I hav always thought 
"these men," as well as Mr, Savage, did what they 
thought right and proper under the circumstances in the 
erection of Paine Hall, notwithstanding mistakes, misunder- 
standings, and the bitter controversy that resulted. 

B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
———— —— à 9— —— ——— 

Every Liberal who reads this item is requested to write a 
notice of the Hornelleville Convention and get it published ! 
in his or her local paper. Place, Hornellsville, N. Y.; date, 
September 1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th, Everybody invited. 


THERE appears to be a variety of opinions among the 
friends of the Liberal League movement as to what candi- 
date for President the League should support. Some favor 
Gen. Hancock, some Gen. Garfield, some Gen. Weaver, and 
some favor the nomination of an independent ticket, I 
hope the whole subj.ct may be canvassed in a friendiy 
spirit through the Liberal papers and at the Liberal League 
Congress when it meets, and that all will comply with the 
decision of the majority when made at the Congress and 
vote together fór the man the Congress may nominate, 
That ig the only way to make ourinfluence felt, H. L. G, 


nr aaa 
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Mr. Putnam’s Lectures. 


Samuel P. Putnam will be present and speak at the 
Freethought convention to be held at Hornellsville in Sep- 
tember, and will lecture in the vicinity before and after the 
meetiog. Those desiring to secure his services will please 
address care of Tug TRUTH SEEKER office. Mr. Putnam 
has been for several years a Unitarian minister, but now 
proposes to devote himself entirely to Liberalism outside of 
all churches and creeds., : 

The following are some of the press notíces of his lec- 
tures: - aM i 

“A brilliant and forcible speaker, ”—Boston Post. 

“ One of the most fascinating lecturers in the field.” — 
Lincoln. Star. ; i 

** Rising to eloquence that carries his audience with him,” 
—Fremont Herald. 


Mr. Putnam has been every Where applauded for his fine 
copceptions and tbe eloquent manner of their presentation.” 
— Western Nebraskian, 

** Shows much ‘study and holds the deepest attention of 
his audience."— Davenport Gazette. 

“ His lecture was one of the finest entertainments of the 
season. ”— Omaha Republican. " 

These are a few of the notices which Mr. Putnam has 
received both East and West. He is cordially recommended 
to the Liberrl public as one of the foremost speakers and 
thinkers of the day. 

Do 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, 


The lecture on Friday evening, June 18th, was by Mr. A, 
L. Rawson, on ‘‘ Egyptian Antquities," and besides.a 
notice of the Alexandrian obelisk that is now pn the way 
here, and to be erected in Central Park, the chief points 
offered were on the contrast of the Homeric Achilles with 
the more ancient hero Ramses IL, a8 sung by the Egyptian 
poet Pentaur, and a Critical notice of the late Brugsch 
Bey’s new theory of the route of the exodus. The lecturer 
said that in a few days J. W. Bouton would publish a book 
on the obelisk by Dr. John A. Weisse, illustrated by the 
lecturer, in which the story would be told better than could 
be done in the few minutes he could spare for it. The obe- 
lisk, when here, will be à witness of human energy dating 
from forty-three centuries ago. The Vatican. obelisk in 
front of Bt. Peter's, Rome, is the largest out of Egypt, but 
it is not so interesting as ours, which has three rows of 
sacred characters, the records of different Pharaohs, on 
each of its sides. Its top was once covered with gilded 
copper or bronze for many feet, but that has entirely rusted 
away, leaving only a few stains on the polished red granite, 

Brugsch Bey says: ''The temple-scribe, Penta-ur, a 
jovial companion, who, to the special disgust of his old 
teacher, had a decided inclination for wine, women, and 
song, had the honor, in the seventh year of Ramses IL, to 
win the prize a8 the composer of a heroic song, a copy of 
which we hav on a roll of papyrus, and its words also cover 
the whole surface of a part of the walis in the temples of 
Abydus, Luxor, Karnak, and the Rimesseum at Ibsambul.”’ 
He says also, **Toroughout the poem the peculiar cast of 
thought of the Egyp.jan poet fourteen centuries before 
Christ, continually shines out in all its fulness, and confirms 
our opinion that the Mosaic language exhibits to us an ex- 
act counterpart of the Egyptian mode of speech. The 
song of triumph attributed to Moses in the book of Exodus 
came a generation later," 

He read extracts from the poem of Pentaur (which now 
stands for Penta the Great, a title given the poet for his 
able literary services to his Pharaob), some of which were 
as given here, reading very much like Hebrew heroic 
poetry: 

“ Beginning of the victory of Pharaoh Ramses Miamuu— 
may he liv forever—which he won over the people. of 


Khita (Hittites),” and a long list of other peoples. 


“The youthful Pharaoh with the bold haud hath not: his 
equal, His arms are powerful, his heart firm, his courage 
is like that of the god of war, Monthu, in the midst of the 
fight." j s 

Among the places named as having sent contingents of 
troops to aid the Hittitee, Aradus, Carchemist, Naharaim, 
Aleppo, and others are well known in Greek and Hebrew 
writings of a later date, 

‘Their number was endless ; nothing like it had ever 
been seen before. They covered mountains and valleys like 
grasshoppers for their numbers," 

“ Then Pharaoh arose like his father Monthu; he grasped 
his weapons and put on his armor, just like Baal in his 
time . . he rushed into the midst of the hostile Hit- 
ites, all alone, no other was with him, and found 
himself surrounded by 2,500 pairs of horses, and his retreat 
was cut off by the bravest heroes of the king of the miser- 
able Hitites," and he was alone. 

Then Ramses makes a long prayer to Amon, his father, 
and rehearses the services he has done the god in building 
temples “to last many thousands of years," decorated and 
furnished them, built propylea, exacted tribute from the 
whole country, raised obelisks, sent fleets to foreign shores 
to bring their productions, etc., which petition found ‘tan 
echo in Heomonthis, and Amon heard it,” and came and 
helped him to gain the victory, saying, after other things, 
“I am the Lord of victory, the friend of valor. I hav 
found in thee a right spirit, and my heart rejoices thereat." 
Then Ramses did wonders, hurling his dart with his right 
hand and fighting with his lett hand, while the enemy 
tumbled down on their faces one after another.” He 
found time to scold his own warriors and charioteers for 
their lack of courage in not following his lead. Oaly his 
charioteer was With him, and he begged to be rescued. 
Ramses hurried onward for the sixth time, and having 
gained the victory, lectures his army again: ‘‘A bad service 
altogether bas been given me, None of you stood by me 


Q stretol out his hand to me when J fought;” and he sald, 


| “ by the name of my father Amon,” he would see to it that 
they be rewarded as they deserved. However, the army 
joined in a chorus of praise of the heroic deeds of Ramses, 
ending, “Thou has broken the neck of the Hittites for 
everlasting time.” : . i 

Lenormant, in his ** Primitiv Civilizations” (i, 289), says 
this account is “singularly in sympathy and accordance 
with the spirit of the Homeric picture (of Achilles), and 
with its.preterhuman element." - 

. It is also like some Hebrew ideals. Ramses in a long life 
had 166 children, 59 of whom were sons, Homer’s Priam 
had 50 sons and 12 married daughters; Jair, the Hebrew 
judge, had 30 sons, all suggested in Ramses II. - 

Greece was. the subject of Egypt about 1300 B. C., and 
must hav been acquainted with the records on the monu- 
ments, which were older than the date of the Trojan war. 

"Prof. Lanth, of Munich, and Premier Gladstone, of 
England, hav sbly treated this question of Homer and 
| Egypt, tracing philologically many points of connection 
between the Iliad and Odyssey and Egypt. ` 

The lecturer then took up the story of the exodus as pre- 
sented by Brugsch Bey, who found on the monuments & 
record of a scribe or officer who followed some runaway 
servants, and who mentions &seriés of towns in the same 
order as they occur in the Bible account of the exodus, and 
from this it is concluded that the Bible story is confirmed. 
The lecturer said he would as soon admit that, the names of 
towns mentioned in Munchausen being correctly given, his 
stories must also be confirmed, and said it only showed that 
the Hebrew writer was acquainted with the geography of 
the region in which the mythical story was located, 

The Bedouins of Edom and Arabia are distinctly men- 
tioned on the Egyptian monuments, and with the same 
Character as at the present. 

Thotmes III, carried on fourteen campaigns during 
twenty years against. foreign nations, the reports being 
recorded on the inner walls of the galleries and vestibules 
which on the northwest and south surrounded the holy of 
holies of the Temple of Amon at Karnak. The lists of 
towns cover the whole of Canaan, length and breadth, from 
the seato Jordan. The list of persons and things taken in 
battle includes prisoners, men’s hands, men-servants, 
maid-servants, children of kings, kings and their women, 
negroes, boys and girls, mares, foals, bulls, oxen, cows, 
| goats, kids, chariots, kings’ chests, armor, etc. ; 1,784 pounds 
of gold rings, 966 pounds of silver rings, and other things, 
including luxuries of every kind, amounting to nearly a 
million obj cts, among which there is not one which is 
peculiar to the Hebrews. 

He concluded that the author of the Hebrew books knew 
these records and made use of them, and also adopted the 
local names of Canaan. There is not on any of the monu- 
ments of Egypt—of stone, wood, papyrus, or pottery any 
Hebrew name, There are many indications that the He- 
brew writers adopted ideas from the Egyptians, For 
instance, the calendar of the festivals of Egypt goes through 
the year as completely as did that of the Hebrews. The 
calendar of Thebes, 1800 B. C., was largely a nature, or seg- 
son, system of festivals, 


The Professor said that in his opinion Judaism had its 
rise as a system in Egypt, its center being at Ou, Heliopolis, 
where the first Jewish temple was built; and the Old Testa- 
ment, or part of it, was first written in Greek, the Hebrew 
version having been made at a later date, probably not long 
before Herod built the temple at Jerusalem and in the inter- 
est cf the Maccabees. "The different locations given to the 
mythical patriarch Abraham, first in the north of Bhechem 
and next in the south at Hebron, indicate different writers 
serving different kings, and driving Abraham from Chaldea 
to please one, while to gratify another, probably Herod the 
Idumean, the Egyptian story was invented. There is a cap- 
tivity story in each case also, and both are equally mythi- 
cal The Babylonian, if true, must hav been extant asa 
historieal fact at the time Herodotus was in Babylon, but 
he did not hear of it. The exodus from Egypt must hav 
been known in Egypt long before. Herodotus, Diodorus, or 
Strabo wrote, or the scribes engraved on the monuments or 
wrote on papyrus the events of Egypt’s history down to the 
Piolemys’ time; and there is not à word recorded of any 
such event or of any Hebrews in Egypt nor in Canaan at all 
before the age of the Maccabees, and that their real origin 
was from the Bedouins of the region east of the Jordan, 
and their language was evidently a poor dialect of Arabic 
which was enriched from the vocabularies of the neighbor- 
ing nations, . 

The debate which followed touched on several interesting 
points. Mr. Shook sustained the exodus story on the geo- 
graphical basis. Mr, Andrews spoke of the childhood of 
Greek literature, the stratification of literature in various 
nations and ages, and named India’s as the oldest known lit- 
erature, A lady objected that the lecturer called Miriam a 
murderess, and cited Deborah as a better instance, although 
deserving of honor for bravery, patriotism, and poetic 
talent. She said Jehovah was the God of the laborer, hav- 
ing begun by working six days. . 

Mr, Bliss said we ought not to believe that any poem or 
record had a genuine date of 3,000 or 2,000 years B c., and 
that there were no ascertainable dates prior to 1 000 s.c. 
He holds to the geographical origin of the twelve sons of 
Jacob, and agreed with the lecturer that the Canaanite 
names Judea and Ephron were the nuclei for the northern 
kingdom of Israel and the southern of Judea, and that the 
rest of tht twelve sons of Jacob were invented to account 
for the growth of the nation, at some time during the cen- 
tury just before our era. He believes in the captivity of 
Babylon but not in the exodus story. . 

The lecturer in closing referred to the masonic symbols 
oh the foundation stones of the obelisk, and to the picture 
of an imitation in Belzoni's Atlas (plate 19), drawn from 


the walls of tho Mystery: Chamber, which ia in the valley of 


the Kings, and has thirteen rooms which were used in the 
initiation of & candidate for the ancient mysteries, or as 
some claim, the Freemasonry of those days. He said that 
the records on the monuments could never grow old, but 


were forever new, like the fabled Mohammedan in his para- - 


dise. They were read in Homer's age, we read them, and 
others will see them after us for countless ages, and the 


story they tell is always the same. They are not so easily ` 


changed as a printed book—although some names hav been 
erased and others engraved in their places, yet the hard 
granite is less pliable than paper for interpolations. Their 
record against the proud inventions of the Hebrews as to 
their extreme antiquity as à people is conclusiv and cannot 
be answered,. The story of the exodus with its miracles 
being thus disproved, all other similar props to the church 


Gisappear, while religion remains as the outgrowth of 


human aspiration, and establishes morality on the natural 
basis of society regulated by science instead of being domi- 
nated by theology. ' ee : 


He Begins to be Seen as He Is. 


The readers of Tug TRUTH SEEKER will undoubtedly 
bear us out that we hav on at least half a dozen different 
occasions mentioned the name of Anthony Comstock in our 
columns, One great motiv that impelled us to do this was 
that the man might be understood as he is, He pretends to 
work in the interest of morality, religion, and purity, but 
for a long time we hav been fully convinced that he is 
thoroughly a hypocrit, essentially false and corrupt; that 
at least he cares no more for purity, morality, or religion 
than a hyena cares for one of Mendelssohn’s oratorios. But 
he had shrewdness enough to see that to make him 


strong in the work of persecution and prosecution which ` 


he wished to engage in, he needed the strength of the 
church to hack him and rich churchmen to pay his 
salary of $4 000 per year, and that it would be'a stroke of 
policy in him to be an ardent member of the church and 
also to belong to the Young Men’s Christian Association, or 
the society of Protestant Jesuits. Hence he passes himself 
off as a religious man, and hence his friends of the pious 
circles look upon him ag a most excellent man, and hence 
also the city and country papers hav been very chary of 
saying anything uncomplimentary of him, even when they 
knew he was deserving of the severest censure. But 
witnin the past few days his falsehoods hav become so 
potent and black, and his slanders reflect so injuriously upon 
many most worthy people in this community, that his vil- 
laisy can be no longer hid, and honest and independent 
sheets can no longer keep silent with regard to him, He ig 
being seen in his nativ moral deformity, and our leading 
journals are speaking their sentiments with regard to him, 


The following is from the Daily Herald: 


MR. COMSTOCK CONTRADICTED,.— HIS ALLEGED DISCOVERY 
OF CB8CENE LITERATURE AM NG tCHOOL CHILDREN 


CHARACTERIZED AS ‘‘ THE CREATION OF HIS OWN DIS- ^ 


ORDERED FANCY.” 


In an interview published yesterday Mr. Anthony Com. 
stock. agent of the Society for the Suppression of Vice, is 
thus quoted: 


* Why, sir, in one school up town I found in tbe posses- 


sion of fifteen boys pictures and books that I would blush 
to show you. In another school I found a number of girls, 
from ten to fifteen years old, whose minds had been de- 
bauched by these obscene books and pictures And when 
I find such things I go to their fathers and tell them about 
it, but even they refuse to believe it until I show them the 
very books and pictures I hav taken out of their children's 
hands. And when I make charges against these men I 
cannot take the young boys and girls out of the school8 and 
put them on the witness stand, No; I take their place and 
appear as the complainant." 


"These statements are of such an extraordinary nature that 
& reporter was instructed to show them to Mr. Jasper, city 
Superintendent of Schools, and obtain his answer to them. 
Mr. Jasper said: *' Let me see, Mr. Comstock says he found 
these in the schools. Now, no person has any authority to 
visit à school and search the children, and he could not hav 
found these books unless he had made such search, and I 
don’t think that any principal would permit such seareh. I 
know of no authority for any one to grant such permission. 
He says he showed the books to the fathers of the boys, If 
his statements are true why did not Mr. Comstock make a 
verbal or written complaint to me, giving the number of 
the school? - Why did he not complain to the principals of 
the schools if he found such a state of things existing ? I 
don’t believe a word of it.” 

__‘'* Would there be any im~ropriety in your officially call- 
ing upon Mr. Comstock to supply you with the number of 
the schools?” asked the reporter. : 

“I do not see that there would be, and I guess that is 
what Ishalldo. He ought to show authority for his state- 
ments. If he made a search of any school it is without 
authority, and if he has not made such a search he states 
what is untrue, and I do not think any such state of affairs 
exists in any school If any principal allowed Mr. Com- 
stock to make a search it was an insult to the children and 
their parents as well." 

Commissioner Manierre was very indignant at the atate- 
ments of Mr. Comstock, “t You may state,” said he, ‘that 
there is no truth in them, for neither Mr. Comstock nor 
any other person is permitted to go into a classroom unless 
in the company of a principal, a teacher, or a school officer, 
and when the children are in the playground at recess they 
are always accompanied by a sufficient number of teachers 
to preserve order and see that nothing improper is done. 
You can say further for me that the principals and teachers 
are always on the watch to see that nothing improper is in- 
troduced into the schools; that no books, pictures, or papers 
of an obscene character could by any possibility be in the 
hands of the children without it being discovered, and 
that the statements made by Mr. Comstock are simply the 
creation of his own disordered fancy. I wili aay more, 
there is no authority or right for any search of the children 
in our schools, If any principal or teacher permitted it 1 
would at once vote for bis or her dismissal. That is guffic. 
jently explicit, is it not?” i 


The evening Telegram in referring to the bame matter h 
the following editorial s | $ bame matter bad 


The Tmth Seeker, Iny 10, 1880. 


AAD 


MR, COMSTOCK AND THE SCHOOL CHILDREN. 


“When we find Mr. Jasper, Superintendent of the Public 
Schools, declaring that the charges brought by Mr, Comstock 
against a number of schoolgirls and schoolboys are false in 
every particular, and produced simply by his disordered 
imagination, it is quite time for sensible and decent people 
to giv the matter attention. Mr. Comstock's charges are 
that he has recently found in the hands of sehool children 
from ten to fifteen years old books and pictures of the most 
hideous immoral description. According to Mr. Gómstock's 
statements, as published in one of the morning papers, he 
has taken such books and pictures out of the children’s 
hands, and shown them to those children’s fathers, in order 
to induce belief in his declarations. On the other hand, if 
Mr. Comstock has become possessed of such publication he 
must hav taken them from the children either while they 
were in or out of school, If they were in school the teach- 
erg and superintendents are responsible for permitting Mr. 
Comstock to transcend his authority ; if the chjidren were 
out of school a personal and unjustifiable assault must hav 
been made by Mr. Comstock and his agents in order to take 
possession of the publications above mentioned. Commis- 
sioner Manierre joins with Superintendent Jasper in laugh- 
ing at Comstock’s statements. Ia the pursuit of his trade 
Mr, Comstock has made so many mistakes that he had bet- 
ter be more than ordinarily careful here, f 


Upon tbe heels of this the daily Zruth follows up with 
these remarks : 
TONY'S LAST WHOPPER,—THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE 
SCHOOL BOARD CHALLENGES BI8 STATEMENTS AND PRO- 
POSES TO MAKE HIM EAT THEM. 


A few days ago Anthony Comstock stated, in conversa- 
tion with a Zruth reporter, that he had found in the hands 
of many school childrer. books of the most obscene nature. 
He even went as far as to say that he had taken some of 
these books away, and. had shown them to the children’s 
parents. These statements, appearing in Truth, aroused a 
veritable sensation, and since the commencement of the 
week the matter has been vehemently discussed by the daily 
papers. : 

In case of Comstock's charges being true, they would 
naturally reflect more on the management of the schools by 
the Board of Education than, on the children themselvs, 
A Truth reporter then called on Mr, John Jasper, Jr., the 
city Superintendent of the Board, 

Mr, Jasper was found in his office reading a copy of 
Truth, containing Charges against the special agent of the 
Society for the Suppression of Vice, made by the Rev. 
Stewart Walsh, 

“ T ghouid very much like to hear your opinion concern- 
ing Mr. Comstock's allegations about obscenity among the 
school children," the reporter remarked after introducing 
himself. s 

“Ishall be most happy to giv you any information in my 
power," replied the superintendent, politely tendering the 
‘Visitor a seat, ‘‘and the more so because I admire the bold 
and independent manner in which Truth has exposed snd 
denounced the very questionable methods Mr. Comstock 
indulges in. To giv you my opinion of his manner of pro- 
Ceeding in this particular case, Í think it looks rather queer 
that when aware of the fact of school children possessing 
obscene books he should hav informed Zruth’s reporter 
about it first. The right way to proceed, it seems, would 
hav been to write me a letter of warning—a letter entering 
into details and pointing out the particular school in which 
the children were obscene. By first stating the fact—if ract 
it may. well be called—to your reporter, he allows the infer- 
ence that he intended calumniating the Board and the 
teachers." 

. * Do you think that a possibility exists of his statements 
being correct ?” 

“No, sir, I do not. How in all the world are the chil- 
dren to find time for reading obscene literature while in 
school? The classes commence at niue in the morning and 
finish at three in the afternoon. At12 o'clock the scholars 
hav one hour’s recess for their dinner, during which - time 
by far the greater portion return home. In their absence 
they are naturally out of our control, but should they 
return to the 8chool premises before the recess is over at 1, 
they remain Constantly under the eye of the teachers, and 
hav positivly no chance of reading anything obscene. 
During class time, on the other hand, they hav even less 
opportunities for this sort of thing. About thirty pupils 
aré taught together in a room measuring twenty feet by tif- 
teen, the teacher being placed ia a prominent position from 
whence he can control all their movements. Under these 
circumstances it wouid be impossible for them to use any 
put their school books.” ^ 

** Has Anthony Comstock been allowed to enter school- 
rooms aid search the pupils ?” : 

** No, sir; that is a privilege nobody has, not even I my- 
self, Anthony Comstock may hav hinted that he made such 
a search, but I declare it to be not the case. Why, sir, it 
would be a direct insult to the parents of the children were 
they thus searched in public, and I do not believe any 
teacher would be guilty of allowing an outsider like Anthony 
Comstock to encroach upon the rights and lower the dignity 
of the scholars. If a‘teacher acted in this manner, and it 
came to my ears, he would be severely reprimanded, if not 
discharged. : i 

‘ What would you do in case you suspected a scholar of 
carrying obscene literature about his person ?” 

** T should call him to my private room, and with closed 
doors would question him on the subject, but never would 
I institute a general search and insuit the feelings of my 
wards.” . 

‘Do you think that when Anthony Comstock declared 
having taken away books from school children that he did 
80 in the open street ?" j ` 

“Ido not know, but if he acted thus he made himself 
liable to be arrested for unwarranted and unjustifiable 
assault, a fact he must know better than anybody else, con- 
sidering he is always dabbling ia the law courts. 

* However, I do not mean to say that no school child 
ever read or perused obscene books, but I assert that there 
are no means for such books being read at school under the 
present system, and if Mr. Comstock has really come across 
one or two school children with such books about their per- 
sons, he is anything but justified in casting reflections on 
the scholars in general. ; 

** You must remember that, excluding the evening schools, 
there are 274 educational establishments under the super- 
vision of the Board, and it is a very serious thing to throw 
mud on such a large body as this without more base to work 
on than has Mr. Comstock.” . . 

“Do you intend taking any steps in the way of refuting 
Comstock’s arguments ?" 
" Well, sit, that gentleman has attacked us at a very 


husg time, Tomorrow, a you. know, the vacation begins, 


and should I call upon him to prove his statements and 
point out the schools where those abuses exist, there would 
be no means of investigating the ‘matter. After the veca- 
tion in September, however, I shall certainly challenge Mr. 
Comstock to express himself thoroughly.” : 

The’ Superintendent concluded by stating that many 
reporters had visited him to see whether Truths first state- 
ments were founded on fact. ‘' They seem rather vexed at 
having been beaten on this point by your little one-cent 
sheet,” he smilingly remarked. s 

The reporter thanked the Superintendent for his affability 
and took his leave. 

From the foregoing artickes it may be easily seen what a 
false, lying individual Comstock is, and how culpable he is 
in slandering worthy superintendents of schools, worthy 
teachers, to say. nothing of young scholars and their parents 
at home. But this is just what thia man has been doing for 
years, All his statements about finding obscene literature 
in the hands of school boys and girls, about tons of it pass- 
ing through the mails to that young portion of the commu. 
nity, are simply base lies; not a word of it is true, There 
also are of the same character other monstrous falsities from 
the same man, which he retails to the meetings he addresses 
and publishes in his annual reports of the doings of himself 
and his society. He states that he has driven from the market 
one. hundred and sixty-five obscene books, destroyed the 
plates of one hundred and sixty-three; that he seized and con- 
fiscated twenty-four tons of obscene printed matter: arrested 
four hundred and twenty-five persons for dealing in obscene 
literature; seized and destroyed seventeen hundred photo- 
graphic negatives of obscene pictures, five hundred and 
thirty woodcuts, and three hundred and fifty steel and cop- 
per-plate engravings. All these statements are just as false 
88 that he has found obscene books and literature in 
our schools in the city. The man has shown himself capa- 
ble of uttering the most barefaced falsehoods for the pur- 
pose of making his pious supporters and defenders think he 
is earning the mouey he receivee, and to cause them to think 
him a very efficient worker in the field of morality. 

He arrested a Dr. Soule in Rochester, N. Y., and seized 
some six dray-loads of what he'claimed to be obscene litera- 
ture, and which were Hop Bitters advertisements. This 
arrest Comstock published extensivly, and counted the six 
dray-loads of Hop Bitters advertisements in his oft-repeated 
reports of the tons of obscene literature seized, but he has 
never brought the Doctor to trial. One of two things must 
be true—he has arrested Dr. Soule on insuficient 
grounds, or he hag been derelict in not prosecuting the case. 
Another thing is most clear—the man is an unmitigated liar 
and his statements wholly unworthy of credit, 

; —— M ———— 


Patriotie Words. 


The following is the famous ** Order 40" of General Han- 
cock on taking command of the Louisiana and Texas De- 
partment in 1866. In it he raises the shield of the Constitu- 
tion against arbitrary authority and maintaina the rights of 
the people as against a despotic government, Our readers 
will not fail to note the similarity between this order and 
the masterly argument of T, B. Wakeman on our constitu- 


tional rights: ` 


The General commanding is gratified to learn that peace 
and quiet reign in this department, It will be his purpose 
to preserve this condition of things. As a means to this 
great end, he regards the maintenance of the civil anthori- 
ties in the faithful execution of the laws as the most efficient 
under existing circumstances. 

'Ingwar it is indispensable to repel force by force, and 
overthrow aud destroy opposition to lawful anthority. But 
when insurrectionary force has been overthrown and peace 
established, and the civil authorities are ready and willing 
to perform their duties, the military power should cease to 
lead, and the civil administration resume its natural and 
rightful dominion, Svlemnly impressed with these views, 
the General] announces that the great principles of American 
liberty are still the lawful inheritance of this people, and 
ever should be. The right of trial by jury, the habeas cor- 
pus, the liberty of the press, the freedom of speech, the 
natural rights of persons, and the rights of property must 
be preserved. z 

Free institutions, while they are essential to the prosperity 
‘and happiness of the people, always furnish the strongest 
inducements to peace and order, ‘ š While the 
General thus indicates his purpose to respect the liberties of 
the people, he wishes all to understand tbat armed incur- 
sions or forcible resistance to the law will be instantly sup- 
pressed by arms, ^ 

We also append an extract from Gen. Hancock's reply to 
Gov. Pease, which shows Where he stands on the vital 
question of free speech for a free people, How different 
are these ringing words from the cowardly conduct of our 
present President: 

Woe be to us whenever it shall come to pass that the 
power of the magistrate—civil or military—is permitted to 


deal with the mere opinions or feelings of the people. 

I hav been accustomed to believe that sentiments of 
respect or disrespect, and feelings of sffection, love, or 
hatred, so long as not developed into acts in violation of 
law, were matters wholly beyond the punitory power of 
human tribunals. 

I will maintain that the entire freedom of thought and 
speech, however acrimoniously indulged, is consistent with 
the noblest aspirations of man, and the happiest conditions 
of his race. , " m. f 

If you deem them constitutional laws, and beneficial to 
the country, you not only hav the right to publish your 
opinions. but it might be your bounden duty as a citizen to 
do so, Not less is it the privilege and duty of any and 
every Citizen, wherever residing, to publish his opinions 
freely and fearlessly on this and every question which he 
thinks concerns his interest, "This is merely in accordance 
with the principles of our free governmeut ; and neither 
you nor { would wish to liv under any other, It is time 
now, at the end of almost two years from the close of the 
war, we should begin to recollect what manner of people 
we are; to tolerate again free, popular discussion, and 
extend some forbearance and consideration to opposing 
views. The maxims that in, intellectual contests truth is 


mighty and must prevail,:ond tbat. error: 18 harmless when 


reason is left free to combat it, are not only sound but salu- 
tary. It is a poor compliment to the merits of such a case 
that its advocates would silence opposition by force ; and 
generally those only who are in the wrong will resort to this 
ungenerous means. I am confident you will not com- 
mit your serious judgment to the proposition that any 
amount of discussion, or auy sort of opinions, h wever 
unwise in your judgment, or any assertion of feeling, how- 
ever resentful or bitter, Bot. resulting in a breach of law, 
can furnish justification for your denial that profound 
peace exists in Texas. 


Mr. Jacobson and the Knights of Pythias. 


To THE ÉDiTOR OF TuE TRUTH SEEKER, Bir: A re- 
markable case was tried in Detroit a short time ago, which 
attracted some attention from the local papers, but has 
never yet been published outside of the city where the event 
took place. Itseems that Herman Jacobson, a-citizen of 
Detroit, was solicited to become a member of Damon Lodge 
No. 8, Knights of Pythias. He informed the members who 


approached him that he was an Infidel, but they replied. 


that that wouldn’t make any difference ; his religious views 
were known and would not be interfered with. After re- 
ceiving several promises of this kind Mr. Jacobson finally 
consented to join the lodge; but when the hour of initiation 
came, he was disgusted to find that he was required to take 
the oath, or obligation, upon the Bible. He reminded the 
members who solicited him of their agreement, and finding 
that he was steadfast in his refusal, they at length ** waved 
the point,” and allowed him to become a member in the 
first degree without taking the usual oath. 

Having thus secured admission to the lodge, Mr, Jacobson 
paid in the money for his second degree. The lodge re- 
ceived the money, and then refused to giv him the degree 
unless he would take the oath. 

Mr. Jacobson declared in the most emphatic manner that 
he would not bow before the shrine of their dogma, or 
words to that effect, and demanded his money back again ; 
but the lodge declined to pay it over. He then cousulted 
what he considersd the highest living authority—Col. Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll—who advised him under the circumstances 
to sever his connection with the lodge. In his letter dated 
January 28, 1880, the Colonel said : 

Any order composed of- gentlemen 80 superstitious as to 
require an oath upon the Bible as necessary for advance- 
ment should not be joined by any intelligent man; and I 
would slso make them giv back the money paid for the two 
degrees, If they refuse, bring suit against them in court. 

Acting on this advice, Mr. Jacobson instituted proceed- 
ings against forty-two individus] members of the lodge, at 

8 heavy expense, and the case was brought before Justice 
Felix A, Lunkie. The lodge attempted to settle by tender- 
ing the amount of Jacobson's claim, not in government 
currency, but in the shape of an order on the treasurer, 
Jacobson positivly refused to accept the order, and so it 
was decided to test the matter in due form at Jaw. The 
society engaged counsel, and attempted to overthrow Jacob- 
son's position on certain technical grounds ; but it seems in 
this case that the ‘‘ Lord " of the society was not with them, 

In the mean time Mr. Jacobson received a letter from the 
Supreme Mogul of the Knights of Pythias, sympathizing 
with him in the *'misunderstanding" which had taken 
place, cffering to confer both degrees upon Jacobson if he 
would swear upon the Koran (the Supreme Mogul had 
learned that Jacobson was born in the Mohammedan faith), 
and threatening that if Jacobson refused, he would draw 
upon him the animosity of the order. He also took occa- 
sion to warn Jacobson that the case would be tried before a 
jury of Christians, who would not be apt to sympathize with 
his peculiar views upon religion and the Bible. 

Jacobson stuck to his original determination, and the 
case was duly argued on the 80:h of March, 1880. Jacob- 
son presented his own side to the jury in such an eloquent 
and forcible manner that the suit resulted in a disagree- 
ment, Some of the jurymen thought that they would be 
doing their God an injury if they allowed the Infidel to win 
his case, and therefore voted against him from prejudice, 

The Knights of Pythias evidently feared that a second 
jury might decide the case in Jacobson’s favor, and with 
Jacobson’s consent the case Was submitted on its merits to 
Justice Lunkie, who held that the lodge by accepting 
Jacobson's money had bound itself to giv him a second 
degree; and having refused to do 80 for any reason, Jacob- 
gon was entitled to receive his money back again on the 
ground that the lodge had given him no equivalent for it, 
The Judge also held that the tender made to Jacobson of an 
order drawn by the secretary upon the treasurer of the 
lodge was not a legal tender, and Jacobson was not bound 
to accept it. f i 

Next day a committee from the lodge settled the case by 
paying Jacobson the money he hàd advanced and the costa 
of the court. 

The case excited a great deal of comment among the 
secret organizations of the city and state, and was regarded 
as atest of their authority in matters like the one above 
described. Mr. Jacobson has been highly complimented 
upon the able manner in which he presented his case, and 
the fact that his being an Infidel did not prevent him from 
obtaining justice at the hands of a ‘‘ Christian” gourt: ^ 


———— à ———————— 


Immortality. 


Although we are often told that we are spirits working 
with gloves on, the humiliating thought will intrude that 
we are in the hands and at the mercy of the principle of 
retrogression as well as that of evolution. It matters not 
how far we may advance inthe spirit world, we are liable 
at any moment to become the victim of a materialization 
which will degrade us from our bigh estate, when we would 
be forced again to become a resident of a planet like this, 
80 that the problem of our immortality is, at the best, so 
perplexed and irregular that it is painful to think of, its 
solution being immensely, if not infinitely, distant. - , 

: . Respectfmly, . AAA. 
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Letters from Friends. 


New York, N. Y., June 28, 1880, 

To TRE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I inclose 
$1 for Tae TRuTE SEEEER for the next four months, and 
$1 to help defray your expenses to Europe. If I were a 
rich man I would gladly contribute more for this purpose ; 
I would even pay all your expenses from my own pocket. 
I consider it the opinion of every lover of truth in America 
that Mr. Bennett must be our representativ to the Congress 
which is to be held at Brussels, not only because he is Ben- 
nett, the truth seeker, but especially because that will be 
the sharpest chastisement to all bypocrits and prosecutors 
of truth in America, 

Doubtless the most wise, the most learned, and the best 
men of the world will be at this Congress. We can imagin 
what & sensation it will make in the innermost souls of the 
hypocritical mob, and how they will be shamed, if they hav 
any spark of shame left, knowing the victim for truth is the 
representativ for hundreds of thousands of American truth 
seekers. JACOB SoBLE. 
RricHFORD, VT, June 20, 1880, 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Friend: I hav taken THE TRUTH 
.SREKER since it was a fifty cent monthly. I hav been 
highly entertained with its general character, because of my 
peculiar taste, I had honest, serious doubts of the validity 
of the Jewish and Christian scriptures. My doubts were 
always increased by critically reading them. I was a Meth- 
odist class-leader. Having these increasing doubts, I set 
myself to read first, approved polemical orthodox works, 
and they made me worse. Paley said, ‘‘If the apostles did 
not know positivly, that they were divinely inspired, then 
did they most grossly impose upon the people." The valid- 
ity of our Bible then s'auds or falls with an if or if not. I 
concluded to read anything that promised truthful informa- 
tion. Ihav done so, and think nine-tenths of our Liberals 
are astride the fence. They oppose priestcraft and state- 
craft by little, part at once, for they wish to be some most 
high rabbi, Jahveh Elohim. 

The Christian Bible to me is overwhelming evidence 
itself of its own unreliability. It is the most obscure, 
absurd, contradictory, impossible-to-be-understood book 
that ever was printed. All priests admit it is not to be un- 
derstood literally as it reads, which is admitting it to be a 
book of lies. God in the Constitution of the United States 
government! Why, that would make our Constitution 
another priest-forged heaven, which is proof positiv that 
the Jewish Yahveh Elohim is the Christian God, which 
never had any real personal existence in the universe, only 
a lying priest’s forgery. 

It seems to me that Abbot, Bundy, Comstock, Bene- 
dict & Co. are resolved to suatain falsehood as the great- 
est civilizer and moralizer on earth, and, that all writers 
of scripture in all ages hav stated what was not literally 
true, but must be sustained, 80 that the morality and civil- 
ity of man generally' is complimentary—fishers of men. 
The Jew, they tell us, came into the world to save sinners, 
and he made a Corporation, set one man pope to fish the 
rest, and went up to heaven and sat down. 

Bundy sent me your love letters to Hannah, but some 
Liberals seem to hav left the business for which they organ- 
ized and are swamped in obscenity and vituperation, I 
hav lived eighty years, and neither of these were my favor- 
ita; but I hav found by observation that it is exceedingly 
difficult to liv and not be guilty of both. Ithink the pub- 
lication of Benneti's. Solomon Song letters was infinitely 
more criminal than writing them. [ think if we would hav 
less obscenity and vulgarity we should cultivate more good 
sense among Christians generally. I think we shall hav 
obscenity, vulgarity, and immorality as long as man is male 

and female. Now, which is the greater crime, falsehood 
or obscenity ? I venture to say, it is my opinion there is 
more wrong done in one state in a year «by lying in the 
pulpit and outside than all the obscenity and vulgarity 
in Christendom for a year. We never shall hav a pleasant 
world until we worship an honest God. No system 
of ''fear the devil" ever had an honest God. Say Jew 
and Christian, God created the universe in six days, Says 
Josephus, God made himself (Antiq., book viii, 11). 

As I am necessitated to think that all scripture is false, in 


. fact human fabrication, and every dogma of all idolatry is. 


religion, and all religion is, “I fear the unknowable,” a 
man can pay divine honors to his imagination only at the 
expense of prostituting his reason ; and as we no not half 
know how to liv here as we ought, therefore we better hav 
real things here for our idols, and enjoy them understand- 
ingly till we are obliged to part, for we hav no good evi- 
dence that we shall individually see another world, I 
think Christianity is the falsest of all falsities, and there- 
fore the greatest curse to man ever on earth. Interested 
men hav chained our minds in infancy for a salary, and 
damned us to support rabbis. We had better care for our- 
selve, and die when we must, and let the universal force do 
the rest. . 

My confidence in your principle to do right and impart 
truth is unmoved, though nearly alone. I hav enjoyed 
many pleasant hours with your books. I hope Mr. G. M. 
Mair will giv you an opportunity, 


Iam, with much respect, your friend, Jos. NoyvEs. 


FREDERICKSBURG, Iowa, June 13, 1880. 
Mr. Bennett, Dear Sir: You will find inclosed five dol- 
lars. Please send me your new book of the ‘‘Gods and 
Religions of Ancient aad Modern Times,” the first volume 
now and the second when itis ready. Please continue THE 
TRUTH SEEKER—the very best paper I ever got hold of, I 
hav been a Liberal but a short time. After that miserable 
cuss Comstock, backed by the church and an orthodox 
god, swore you into prison I began to investigate, and I 
found by snvemiening that I had been deluded, and through 
your imprisonment I, and a good. many others, hav been 
brought to our Senses, Yours for truth and justice, 
H., B. CABPENTER. 


VINELAND, N. J., Jane 29, 1880. 

Feien BENNETT, Dear Sir: When it was decided that 
you must go to Albany Penitentiary I was mad to the 
marrow in my bones, but you had not been there long before 
I began to feel glad. And now I am more glad. than 
was mad. Circumstances change conditions. The world 
is better for your going, and to make the world bet- 
ter I think is what you liv for. And now I want you to go 
to the Brussels Congress, and represent the Liberals of thes 
United States. You are the man for said mission. Please 
find money order, one dollar, to help you to go. 

Now to the American Liberals. We can’t afford to keep 


D. M. Bennett from that Congress, the loving Christians 
Would rejoice too much ove auch a failure, —7 


| to lose you for such a long time. 


. Now, one and all that can, don't fail to send in cash 
enough to enable him to go like a man. Don’t giv him 
occasion to beg for that which should be our privilege to 
freely giv. : A. BENNETT Houau, 


Hupson, Micn., June 29, 1880, 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: It appears to me 
very important that the Liberals of this country should be 
represented at the European Congress. Inclosed find one 
dollar for that purpose, but if not used for that apply it to 
the benefit of THE TRUTH SEEKER or any other place (as 
Oakes Ames says) where it will do the most good. 

I am an old man and not overburdened with this world’s 
goods or I would send more. O, if I only had a little of 
W. H. Vanderbilt’s or Jay Gould's wealth, how I would 
send these Liberal papers and.other matters kiting. 

' Yours truly, Gro. WILLIAMS. 
DALLAS, TEX., June 22, 1880. 

DEAR Bro. BENNETT: It was a glad day to me when 
your prison doors were unlocked and you were permitted 
once more to enjoy your own light and air. I hav often 
thought as though, were it possible, I could take your 
place and suffer in your stead, as the world could not afford 
I cannot now forget you 
in your persecutions. I had hoped that when your prison 
days were over your persecutors would hav humanity 
enough remaining to let you enjoy the rest of your days in 
peace. I would like to plead with your enemies, in the 
name of humanity, in remembrance of your gray hairs and 
the untiring energy with which you hav labored for the 
cause of Freethought, and lastly the good accomplished by 
that energy and no less what you hav suffered to gain—even 
for them—your rights. i 

I was pleased with your proposition to B. F, Underwood. 
Iam pained to hav such great advocates of Liberalism at 
war with eaoh other, I hope that each will do the other jus- 
tice. Of course [am not capable of advising. 

Your dear old paper reaches me every Monday morn. “I 
love it, I love it, and who shall dare to chide me” from 
using my paper with care. 

Iam a member of the Dallas Liberal League. We get on 
slowly. How much we need somegood lecturers here! It 
is sad to relate the awful condition of the South. 

Yours for truth, SALLIE GIBBON. 


f BosroN, Mass., May 8, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: As a new-fledged Liberal I 
hav written to THR TRUTH SEEKER, and my letters hav 
‘been publisbed, crude as they are. To put it into one phrase, 
1 indorse every word spoken at the reception, 

The immortal Jefferson said, “I tremble when I think 
that God is just." Hayes, like the being of old, will trem- 
ble when he sees the writing on the wall He trembles now 
before such a vile thing as Comstock, before the priesthood, 
before the Methodist church, before the pious Mrs. Hayes. 
Why ask for God in the Constitution when we hav such a 
submiesiv demigod in the presidential chair ? What sneak- 
ing duplicity! What disregard for the Constitution, for his 
Oath of office! Freemen, Americans, beware of Christians 
for your administrators of law and the Constitution! They 
profess to follow him who came to break every yoke and let 
the oppressed go free and forgiv their enemies (after they 
hav killed them) The church will draw their willing tools 
through falsehoods of mire and filth till they don’t know 
what color they are, 
human sacrifices to keep their God good-natured. 

JOSEPH L, SPINNER. 
DozLzsrowm, PA., July 4, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Your article on the political 
situation and the duty of Liberals is ‘good. We should 
make wise choice this fall The independent voters will 
decide who the next president shall be. In Winfield S. 
Hancock we hav a superb soldier, a gentleman. and I be- 
lieve an honest man. I hav never yet voted a Democratic 
ticket; for the fourteen years of my voting it has been 
every time with the Republican party. But where are we 
drifting to under its leadership ? Can Liberals any longer 
vote that ticket, or at least for president with the ticket 
headed by two orthodox Christians ? We hav had a pretty 
good dose of Christianity at the White House for three 
years and more, and outside of Hayes' song-singing, he has 
been pretty nearly a nonentity. I think our safety lies with 
the Democratic party. This fall they hav made a good 
choice, and we need a change. The Republican party has 
not only become corrupt but rotten to the core. The last 
two or three times I voted I was compelled to hold my nose 
while casting my vote. This fall [ intend to vote for the 
best man Without regard to party. A. J. R. 


DID JESUS CHRIST EXIST ? 

To THE EDITOR o» Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Two 
gospels tell of his birth and early life, whilst the other two 
uever mention it. Matthew and Luke tell very different 
stories. Matthew tells of the angel appearing to Joe in 
dreams four or five times, that certain old prophecies might 
be fulfilled. One says wisc men came from the East; the 
other shepherds, One says they took the child to Egypt; 
the other to Jerusalem, and thence to Nazareth. One tells 
of Herod’s massacre of babea, which no one else mentions. 
And each one tells wonders which the other knows nothing 
of, and the genealogy is altcgether different. It seems to be 
a history of two different persons, yet people must swallow 
both or be damned. I will believe neither story. 

A. JOHNBON, 


—M 


San Francisco, CAL., June 26, 1880. 

Cuter: This morning I received a file of TRE TRUTH 
SEEKER of June 19th and rapidly glancing over a number 
my eye caught ‘Hurrah for Europe and the Brussels Con- 
gress,” I devoured the article as I would a dish of deli- 
cious strawberries or a sensuous kiss, and, with pleasure 
read the list of contributions to aid in sending representa- 
tivs of the National Liberal. League to the Internationa] 
Congress of Freethinkers to meet at Brussels next August. 
I saw that said representativs had to depart early in July, 
or not at all, and that my subscription for the cause must be 
forwarded immediately, Then I said, Auxiliary League 
190 must do its duty or die.” Bo I immediately called on a 
few chiefs whom I knew to Ge true to the cora, and between 
us we subscribed $3 00, which please find inclosed for the 
purpose stated. I think it will reach you in time to be 
added to the general fund, snd simply credit it to Auxiliary 
Liberal League 190. I could hav done better, but I happen 
to be very busy to-day, so È did the best I could. Every 
little helps you know. The Freethinkers with whom I 
Conversed are of the belief that it weuld be a criminal 
omission on the part of the National Liberal League, ag re- 
res e the great Liberal element, notof the United 


tates, but of all vhe Aumerides, nok to be represented at 


_indorse them. y t 
‘ure, but a glorious and triumphant success in the interest of 


Go for Infidels; they don't believe in 


gun remarks through your paper. 


Brussels. The scope and purposes of the coming Interna- 
tional Congress of Freethinkers are so broad, comprehen- 
siv, and free that we Liberals of the Pacific enthusiastically 
We believe the Congress will not be a fail- 


justice and liberty for humanity’s sake, ` 

We would in our hearts that Elizur Wright, President of 
the National Liberal League, was with us, but in dissenting, 
that is his privilege, his right, and we think none the less of 
him. If the day ever comes when a Freethinker is ostra- 
cized or even slighted because he does not believe with the 
majority, on that day I bury ihe Nationa] Liberal League 
out of sight and out of mind. I am for every human 
being having perfect liberty of thought and of action so 
long as neither is destructiv of what we call common 
decency. 

Finally, the Freethinkers here believe that whoever goes 
to Brussels should go there like a man and a gentleman ; 
that he should travel in first-class berths, lodge at first-class 
hotels, and hav plenty of money for this purpose. If he 
has to worry and think how he has t» make ends meet there 
will be nothing of himself or his mission. He will be dis- 
heartened ; to be disheartened is to look on the winding 
sheet at one side and the coffin at the other, with the un- 
dertaker looking on, wreathed in smiles, as is the devil 
every time he has a confab with Anthony Comstock. We 
hope that the brave, tried, and trusted D. M. Bennett and 
Secretary Rawson may be able to go as representativs of 
our national organization, and if not both, then you with- 
out fail. I know enough will be contributed to see you off 
with flying colors and a happy soul, if you hav one, you 
handsome old sinner. i 

With heart and hand in the cause, and with an unctious 
benediction freely bestowed ou our great and growing Lib. 
eral family, I remain, ` Fraternally yours, 

Byron ADONIS, 


BALTIMORE, MD , July 2, 1880. 

FRIEND BENNETT : I feel a desire for you to go to Brus- 
sels, and herewith contribute my mite ($1 00) toward that 
object. I believe that we, readers of Taz [RUTH BEEKER, 
will receive our money back in the shape of spicy, interest- 
ing letters from our editor abroad. I think it will be the 
channel by which we shall receive much useful information 
about the congress and many other things not connected 
with your ‘‘ special mission" that we otherwise would not 
get. I want you to go, and not only to go, but for the time 
being to forget, if you can, your enemies in this country, 
and do not stain your ‘letters from Europe” with their 
names. We hav heard very freely of them lately. You 
hav hammered them well, now bury the club and off to 
Europe. We shall go with you in spirit as we went in 
spirit with you to prison, only we feel joy now, then depres- 
sion. 

Hoping that you will hav a delightful trip and a good 
time generally, and that subscriptions will cover expenses, 
I remain your warm friend, C. GAR WOOD. 


. Summit STATION. N. Y., July 5, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Friend: I hav been thinking I 
might sleep better to send you a dollar to help you go to the 
Brussels Congress. Please find $1 inclosed. J want to liv 
to get hold of your hand and louk you in the eye before I 
die. Yours forever, SMITH MILES. 


Pratt, June 29, 1880, 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I wish to make a few shot- 
a Why I say shotgun 
remarks is because they will scatter. First, I wish to say I 
agree with, and believe every word of this portion which I 
will quote of what Edgar G. Beall says of R G. Ingersoll 
viz., ** Robert G. Ingersoll's character is a grand one, an 
whatever defects he may hav, he is certainly moved by the 
highest sense of duty, and by the most sincere defects of 
mankind." But he has defects, as I believe, which I will 
state. One is his sticking to the Republican party, and the 
reason is, as I believe, ne thiuks to make the necessary 
reform in the party, and this is one of his defects, as I do 
not believe this can ever be accomplished, as it has been 
going backward for the last ten years. Oas reason, as I 
believe, why Ingersoll does not. belong to what is known as 
the Greenback party is because he is in a good condition, 
financially, and in consequence has not given it due atten- 
tion. I believe his finances would make no difference with 
him if he should investigate. Ingersoll says that the gov- 
ernment Cannot make money. If he will say that it cannot 
create money, I will agree with him. Neither can any one 
create any wealth without labor. Our laws are so fixed 
that those who create wealth scarcely get a decent living, 
while those who do the least, and pay the least for the sup- 
port of the government, accumulate the most wealth. Now, 
Mr. Ingersoll, I wish to ask you how it is, if money can 
only be created by labor, the non-producing, non-tax- 
paying people are heaping together the most wealth? 
But some say bonds should not be taxed because they are 
issued by. the government, Then I say that land should 
not be taxed, because our title comes from the government, 
Yes, but after you purchase the land it becomes your indi- 
vidual property, and should be taxed. "Then when you bav 
purchased your bond does it not also become your individ- 
ual property, and should be taxed ? My motto is, Tax all 
property, whether corporate, individual, or church prop- 
erty alike, and let the government make or issue paper 
money to be used as exchange, good for all debte, sufficient 
for the necessary exchanges of the people. But, says one, 
you must hav gold behind it. Not so. Hav you gold behind 
the bonds. As long as the government bas the power to 
levy and collect of the producer's and property owner's 
taxes, they can redeem all their paper by receiving it for 
taxes, and as they cannot create money, as Mr. Ingersoll 
says, why should it be necessary to collect taxes in gold of 
the people to redeem greenbacks when the tax that gets the 
goid would redeem the greeabsck as effectually as tne gold 
would. 


Respectfully, JAMES A. PRATT. 


I: GARFIELD A ‘‘ GOD-IN-THE-CONSTITUTION " MAN? 


BLOOMFIELD, N, J., June 27, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: There are undoubtedly a 
great many Liberals who would iike to know the relativ 
standing of Garfield and Hancock in this. respect before cast- 
ing their vote next fall. I hav always voted the Republican 
ticket, but in the future will witbhold it rather than cast a 
vote for a man whose life is influenced by the Christian 
religion. We do not want another President who will allow 
a citizen to lie in the Albany penitentiary for a year for 
sending tbrough the U. B. mails a pamphlet containing an 
argument in favor of reforming tbe marriage system, 
couched in well chosen words, which argument any citizen 
8hould hav the perfect right to make. 

Ido not like the position of the Democratic party now, 


nor at any time during or since the war. Ido not like the ' 
scheming Catholic priests and their army of blind followers, 


` who are instructed to vote the Democratic ticket under any 


and all circumstances, But l stand ready to sacrifice all 
else to secure a Liberal government . and an entire separa- 
tion of church and state. Will some one who knows fur- 
nish the desired information ? : 
Yours truly, H. B. SHEARS, 


CoLon, Micn., June 28, 1880. 

D. M. Bannert, Dear Sir: At this date I am at the 
Healing Institute of Dr. A. J. Kinnie and Madam Sanford 
Kinnie. This institution is very pleasantly situated upon 
the banks of Sturgeon Lake and St. Joseph river. It is one 
of the very best resorts for persons who are afilicted with 
any form of disease. Dr. Kinnie and wife are both earnest 
and activ defenders of the general principles of freedom. 
They are patrons of THE TRUTH SEEKER, and are in deep 
and positiv sympathy with its determined purposes in behalf 
of ali that is true and manly or womanly in human life and 
its relations. 


Fraternally, C. 8. Royrzv.. 


Dovazas, Iowa, June 25, 1880 


.. D.M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Please find inclosed postal 
order for five dollars, for which send me your prison book, 


“The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times.” 

I want to tell you how I came to get what some of my 
neighbors call the devils religion. I was not on my way to 
Damascus, nor was there any lightning about it. Iwas on 
the streets of Moulton when Pr J: 8 Smyth asked me to 
sign the petition to President Hayes on behalf of D. M, 
Bennett, editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER, who had committed 
no crime. He handed me a copy of THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
wherein I read your mock trial and sentence. That petition, 
although signed by two hundred thousand persons, could 
not soften the hard and obdurate Christian soul to use the 
atolen power to right the iniquity of his fellow-men. I 
wonder if Mrs. Hayes had on tne Christian breeches when 
he got the petition ? 

lt was not a divine afflatus by which I got religion, but 
the cruel persecution of D. M. Bennett by the Christian 
bigots that cut the strap that bound me in the orthodox 
stables for all but eighty years. The doctor and I are 
working to get up a Freethinkers’ club. We hav got about 
seventeen members. [ hav furnished all our reading matter 
so far. There are many works on THE TRUTH SEEKER 
catalogue I want to get. 

May you liv long, in health and happiness, to be a b'ess- 
ing to the world, and may the truths of THE TRUTH SEEKER 
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea, is the earnest 
wish from the inmost soul of J. W. MURPHY. 


Mopzsto, CAL., April 20, 1880. - 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I regard THE TRuTB SEEKER 
as one of the most gigantic props to liberty and tree thought 
of any paper on the continent. 

We hav organized a Liberal League in Modesto with 
about thirty charter members, The clergy are considerably 
alarmed, as they know that our League is composed of the 
best men and women of the country. But you can judge 
of their consternation when they discovered the following 
notice in the public press of the county: 


“f DIECUSSION INVITED, 


“ All persons, and especially ministers of the gospel, are 
cordially invited to meet with us in Eastin's Hall, April 18, 
1880, and discuss the subject, ‘There is no Such God as the 
Christian Sects Worship.’ 

“By order of the Local Auxiliary Liberal League of 
Modesto, No, 165. C. C. LUTHER, Pres. 

“G, T. Hanscom, Sec'y." 


Well, as the time approached for the meeting, all sorts of 
rumors Were afloat to the effect that the Christian fraternity 
were importing heavy guns from San Francisco. But when 
the fatal day arrived several local clergymen were present, 
but only one came to time, and Colonel Kelso, occupying a 
position about the center of our skirmish line, met the 
enemy in fine order, and, without a waver in the ranks, 
vanquished them so completely that you could hardly tell 
there had been an engagement. 

We still hold out the invitation upon the same issue, and 
hope they will import a sufficient force to make the fight 
interesting. J expect to tske a hand in the next battle, and 
hope to meet with as great success as Bro, Kelso. 

Damnation is rife against us, but I entertain an idea that 
we will change this tone before a year. I hav tried to im- 

ress upon the minds of our Christian fellow-citizens that 
nfidel men and women are just as honest and earnest in 
their faith as it is possible for Christians to be. 

I shall rejcice when the time arrives for Bro. Bennett to 
caat the shackles from the limbs of innocent men and place 
them where they belong—on the limbs of the vile wretch, 
Anthony Comstock, Yours truly, C. C. LUTHER. 


LOOKINGGLASS, OR., June 4, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: I received your card some 
time ago, and would hav answered before now, but Ihav 
been working to get a few trial subscribers to your valuable 
paper, J hav succeeded in getting nine names, and could 
accomplish more but for the want of time, as I am builg- 
ing this season. 

This community is largely Liberal in sentiment, but not 
being organized, it can accomplish but little. I think if 
some good Liberal lecturer would take the field he would 
hav no trouble in organizing a League. Christianity is at a 
standstill here. I suppose we are getting too far West, or 
perhaps the great influx of our Chinese neighbors has some- 
thing to do with it, As a sample of double-lying, indulged 
in from the pulpit, I will giv you the following: Our Meth- 
odist minister, in a discourse some time since on Infidelity, 
stated, among other falsehoods, that Paine was not au Infi- 
del, that he did not write against the Bible, but to over- 
throw papal authority. Since then we hav been told by 
another reverend gentleman of the United Brethren persua- 
sion that Paine was a monster and Infidel, but that he re- 
tracted all on a death-bed, and 80 the work goes on. Iim- 
agin that if all the falsehoods told of this great and good 
man could be collected and published in book form they 
would make a larger volume than the Bible. 

Inclosed find $8, for which send Taz TRUTH SEEKER 88 
per list. FRAZIER WARD. 


CAwxER City, KAN., June 29, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed find $1, for. which 
gend me tracts as per numbers. I tell you, faithful brother, 
we &rerapidly;gaining ground out here, Defend yourself 
in the future as you hav done in the past and we Lib- 


arala of Kansas will stand by you. We are poor here, put 


The Truth Beeker, July 10, 1860. 


a better lot of souls never clustered together. Many more 
are with us in heart. but are so situated that they dare not 
come out boldly. Your paper is only six years old, See 
what it hes accomplished! Take courage, you will liv to 
see a greater and more wonderful change in the six years to 
come. Ten thousand are reading Paine’s '* Age of Re:son" 
now where fifty years ago one person dared read it, Truth 
is our foundation and only hope. We bav a small League 
here. G. B. Chapman is President, Respectfully, 
: T. F, Hersey. 


GREEN ISLAND, N. Y., May 8, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I would like to say some- 


‘thing through the medium of Tuz TRUTH SEEKER to 


arouse the Liberals of this country to a sense of the necessity 
of contributing enough to support such men as H. L Green 
in the rough and laborious work he is doing for us and not 
drive him to forsake our cause through our neglect to fur- 
nish him with sufficient means to work with. 

I see by my last Investigator that some tender-hearted 
friend has hinted to us Liberals that if we wished Mr, Green 
to do our heavy work much longer it would be well to send 
him something to work with. A good hint. 

Now, Mr. Editor, hints are proper, and often hav the 
effect designed; but don't some of us deserve to be kicked 
a little once in 8 while as well? Why, just think of a man 
working as he has for years to accomplish that which in- 
terests us all as much as it does himself, and we sit quietly 
at our ease reading from week to week of. the good work 
being done by such men, and often talking with friends in 
praise of those noble men, and calculating the probable 
time in the near future when we shall be relieved from 
Christian rule and be able to lift the iron heel of the church 
from off our necks, and yet tco stingy to send them enough 
to purchase their writing meterial. I know, Mr, Editor, 
most of us are very poor; but are any so poor that they[can- 
not raise one dollar to help on the noble cause we are all 
engaged in? Now there are many thousands of Liberals in 
this country, and thousands more that wish to be such as 
s00n 88 the power of the church.is broken, but hav not the 
backbone to come out and help until they see we hav the 
monster crippled, : 

And now, Mr. Bennett, I want each one of the Liberals 
of this country to do what I atm about doing—send one dol- 
lar (even if it is your bottom dollar) to H. L. Green, of 
Salamanca, N. Y, And if all will do it—and I hope they 
will—I believe they wil experience more joy from that 
dollar than any other dollar they ever disposed of in all 
their lives. If we do not exert ourselvs now, while victory 
is so easily obtained, we may be obliged to leave the work 
for our children in the next generation. 

Yours hopefully, HiBRAM WILBUR, 


[Will Investigator and other Liberal papers please copy ?— 
Ep. T. 8] 


PITTSBURGH, PA., July 1, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: I hav on several occasions 
seen and read in the Investigator an appeal to the Liberal 
public by B, F. Underwood asking aid concerning his case 
at Irwin Station, Pa. In this week's Investigator friend 
Underwood well says, ‘‘Of course a suit like this is expen- 
siv, but a principle is at stake. and it is worth fighting for.” 
Now, that is expressing my sentiments to a dot, 

Something over a year ago Professor Underwood lec- 
tured before the Liberal League of Pittsburgh on ‘‘If not 
Christianity, What?” His honor, Mayor Lidell, answered, 
“Twenty-five dollars and costs.” And the Professor came 
within & lamb's tail of being arrested, had it not been for 
our good old Secretary, Robert Peet, offering himself as a 
sacrifice in the place of the Professor. The members of 
the League paid the fine and costs, and appealed the case to 
the county court, the case being decided against us. The 
judge decided that he supposed that the mayor knew his 
business. Since that time the members hav appealed the 
case to the Supreme Court. As previously remarked, the 
suit is annoying and expensiv, but there is a principle at 
stake, and is worth fighting for. 

The status of the case is this: The mayor, under city 
ordinance, has a right to refuse or grant a license for ex- 
hibitors on Sunday, but makes a proviso not to include 
scientific lectures. But his honor decided as much that the 
Professor’s Jecture came within the meaning of immoral 
sxhibitions, while we, as well as the Professor, contended 
that it was a Scientific lecture. Since that time Col. Inger- 
soll lectured one Sunday evening in our city, and the mayor 
fined the lessee of the Opera House in which the lecture was 
given fifty dollars and costs, Col. Ingersoll paid the fine. 
Not long ago I-was shown a check from Col, Ingersoll in 
favor of our League for twenty-five dollars to help us to 
defray the expenses of our suit. Col. Ingersoll was in no 
way connected with our case, but Professor Underwood 
was, and would hav been arrested and fined had it not been 
for our pleading with the mayor to let him go and take one 
of our members instead. But it is strange we hav never 
heard from Mr. Benjamin Franklin Underwood, neither 
privately nor through the press, asking for aid in our be- 
half. The oniy conclusion that I can arrive at is this: If 
we had allowed the Professor to be arrested here I think 
that there would be a principle in it worth fighting for. 

In conclusion I would say if any of our Liberal public 
feel inclined to giv us & helping hand in this matter it will 
be thankfully received and acknowledged through THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, B. F. Dx Jones, 


Brieuton, N. Y., June 24, 1980. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Iam glad to hear of your joy- 
ful release and happy celebration of your liberty, and hope 
that you wili get to Europe and hav 8 good and prosperous 
visit there, If you go I shall send two dollars for that 
purpose. Yours truly, E. E, CURTIS. 


CORVALLIS, OR., June 16, 1880, 

FRIEND BENNETT: One year ago to-day I sent my first 
subscription money for THE TRUTH SEEKER, I was then 
much excited with fear that you would be sent to prison 
and the paper stamped out and your life stamped out, but 
the paper stood the racket, though you and Christ hada 
dreadful tessle, much longer and stronger than old Jacob 
had with his Father ; and your ladder with 200 000 rounds 
was insufficient te help you any, yet you hav come out vic- 
torious, yes, most gloriously. 

And now you must go to Europe, that you may spread 
before us the light and knowledge of the whole world. 
The aim and object of the congress is to gain knowledge, 
and we must be represented. Giv us knowledge and we 
will think free, but ignorance has no use for free thoughts. 
Knowledge cannot be enslaved, but ignorance is a slave 
by nature, : 

Lace by your list that Oregon is not known among the 
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Liberal Leagues. It would be the happiest day of my life 
could a League be established at Corvallis, The materialis 
all here; all we need is some one with knowledge enough 
to win precious souls and pluck them as brandg from the 
burning. 

Tam glad I was not at your reception, as I fear the fate 
of the Congress doorkeeper at the news of the surrender of 
Cornwallis would hav been mine, as I nearly went wild 
with joy at its complete success in spite of all opposition. 

| You must see Brussels say John Grimsley ($3), John New- 
house ($1), B. F. Hyland ($1). Please find postal order for 
the same, and believe me ever ready to do all in my power 
for the advancement of knowledge and freedom. 

; Iam, sincerely, B. F. HYLAND, 


120 LexrNeToN AvE., New YORE, June 26, 1880, 

FRIEND Bennett : I intended ere this to say to you that 
you can Count on me for $9.00 for the funds being reised 
for you and Prof. Rawson to attend the international Con- 
gress at Brussels, Would say $10, but I hav already 
pledged $5 to the fund being raised for sending Augusta 
Cooper Bristol. I trust the contributions may come in auf- 
ficiently to enable both you and Prof. Rawson to go. It 
will do you both good to meet with Charles Bradlaugh and 
Mrs. Annie Besant. I understand that these brave and 
able champions of Liberalism will attend the Congress, 
You are doubtless interested as much as I am in the strug- 
gle at present going on between Mr. Bradlaugh and the 
British Parliament, I feel confident that Bradlaugh will 
yet secure his seat. 

I want, by and bye, to send you a political article touch- 
ing our coming Presidential campaign. It is rather impor- 
tant that the Liberals of this country should giv earnest 
attention to this matter, although we ought to be pretty safe 
in the hands of either Garfield or Hancock, the former 
having stood bravely against further Comstockian tinkering 
of the postal laws, and the latter being backed by a party 
avowedly in favor of state rights, Will try and drop in and 
see you some day. Yours truly, E, B. FoorE, Sr., M.D, 

Prepro, CoL., May 8, 1830, 

To D. M. BENNETT AND MY LIBERAL FRIENDS ; Lest 
some of you should think I had been scalped by the Utes or 
buried in an avalanche, I hav embraced thie, the first 
opportunity that has presented itself for many waeks, to 
address you through the welcome organ of the Liberal 
public. I presume it would be first in order to congratu- 
late the old soldier who has endured the rigors of prison 
life that we and future generations might enjoy greater 
freedom of speech on his release from a loathsome prison, 
He has doubtless received s greater ovation at the hands of 
the Liberals than. General Grant did from his admirers at 
Philadelphia, I don’t think I should hav joined in a Grant 
demonstration, at least not as a footman in the procession; 
but if I had been in New York on Mr. Bennett's arrival I 
would hav made one of the number to welcome him to 
light and freedom, As yet I’ve heard nothing of what was 
done by the Liberals of New York and surrounding coun- 
try to celebrate his return to his home, business, and fam- 
ily, as the last TRUTH SEEKER received by me was dated 
April 19th. I don't know whether you hav thrown 
me Overboard with other useless rubbish or whether my 
failure of late to get TuE TRUTH BEEKER is attributed 
to that species of builder called à mail contractor in this 
country. lam rather inclined to attribute it to the latter 
cause, from the fact that THE TRUTE SEEKER is not the 
only friend who has neglected or failed to reach me recent- 
ly. For sometime I was inclined to the belief that some 
mysterious influence of the elements in nature had con- 
spired to alienate or rob me of my friends, My letters to 
my friends received no response, until I was about ready to 
exclaim that friendship was, after all, ‘‘nothing but a 
name;” but as two or three of them hav been heard from 
recently, I am willing to withdraw the allegation. 

I began to wonder why my friends had abandoned me so 
unceremoriously, I could think of no crimes I had com- 
mitted or neglect on my part toward them. Taking these 
facts into consideration, in connection with other disap- 
pointments, I was about to conclude that life with me was 
going to prove a barren failure: but I hav recently received 
letters from friends in the East stating their intention of 
coming to this section to join me in an effort to establish a 
Co-operativ Association, or Communal Home, for the mu- 
tual benefit and advancement of its members. This has 
been one of the fondest dreams of my life, and its realiza- 
tion will come as near rendering me contented and happy 
as [ could expect to be under other existing circumstances, 
I hope that other good Liberals will join us; nene, how- 
ever, who are not thoroughly imbued with the socialistic or 
communiatic idea need app:y for membership, If you do 
not fully appreciate the advantages of such a plan of life, 
‘tis better that you paddle your own canoe, as we want no 
passengers aboard our craft who think the vessel unsea- 
worthy or who hav’nt full confidence in the crew. The 
winter snows hav disappeared from the hillside and genial 
spring is again with us Many of my plans, thought out 
during the winter months whilst snowbound in my cabin 
among the mountains, hav come to naught, thus verifying 
the adage that “the best laid plans of mice and men ott 
gang aglee," in conscquence of which I hav settled down 
and determined to remain, at least for the season, at my old 
quarters near the Rio Piedro. Whilst my partner, who is in 
no sense & companion to me, turns up the rich soil with his 
plow, I sow the seed and harrow it in the earth, or with 
shovel strengthen and open up the ditches and watch the 
sparkling water trickle over the grass and grain. My pre- 
dictions concerning the mining boom in this country this 
season is being verified; a constant stream of emigration is 
pouring into the mines every day. I hav never seen half as 
much travel over the highway leading past my ranche since 
I am in the country. Lots in Rico that could be bought two 
months since for $25 are now worth $500. I saw, and still 
see, fortunes in this country for those who are fortunate 
enough to possess & small capital ; but I had not the means 
to do anything single-handed, but if I could hav induced a 
number of persons similarly situated to club their means 
together and corceutrate their efforts, we could hav accom- 
plished on a smali scale what other and richer combinations 
hav done—doubled, yea, tripled or quadrupled our means. 
Wealthy corporations denounce the poor communists be- 
cause they merely seek to protect themselves against mo- 
aopolies and to secure the legitimate profits of their labor, 
The money king, the ore magnate, and the land pirate fur- 
nish the precedent, and the sooner the laboring class take 
in the situation and follow their example the better for 
them, at least so far ag to protect their mutual interesta by 
combination of effort and concentration of means.  - 

Yours for co-operation, J. ALLEN EVANS., 


Tur last auxiliary Liberal League reported chartered ig 
I No, 197, Praisie City, Qregou, Jules Le Bret, Secretary, 
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Efforts to escape such unhappy doom, . 
And by this very striving fail, no man can tell. 


Daunted not, our youthful dreamer, : 
By flery ardor still enthused, pursues his way. 
His eager spirit and early purpose changeless 

still, nw 
Though weary brain sometimes ask respite. 
And strength of limb, consuited not 
Hint a suggestion of reprieve. 


But where is the treasure he hath won? 
Where the knowledge he hath garnered up: 
With which to bless & sad and suffering world? 
What secret hath he wrested from the gods, 
Which. as remedial force applied, : 
Shall waken to a higher and nobler life 
The heavy-hearted, groveling children of the 
earth ? 

Bahold! he hath not reached that altitude . 

Where mountain top is lost in cloud, 

Or the true visage of asciring men, ` 

Invisible to the naked eye become; 

Nor hath he yet reward in hand, 

Save such knowledge as contented men 

Already hav in store, and profit by. 

But now from his barren eyrie, looking 

Down into the quiet val- that lies below, ` 

He sees his kinsmen, seeming happy, all 

Eojoying fruits, and herbs, and healthful 
things, , . 

Well accustomed to such luxury profuse,.as he 

Must never for a moment leave his trust to 
share. 

He hath learned that song-birds keep 

Much nearer to the shadowy earth 

Than seemed unto his childish oye; 

That raindrops condense from mists that earth 

Itself exhales, and naught mysterious is 

Save what we sum in asking whence 

The force that causes action and reaction 
comes; 

Xen measured are the ever-changing winds; 

Their strength and power and course foretold; 

But with what intent they wierdly shriek, 

As though beyond their own control enraged. 

Or giv uiterance to mutterings 

Of discontent, like fretful child 

'Gainet its will by stronger force subdued; 

Or why with subtlest of soft whisperings 

It often doth beguile, he wonders still. 


Mrsterious force ! 
By undiscovered motor baffled still 
He cannot yet say '' Peace," and hope to see 
The angry winds or smitten waves obey. 
Deep in the heart of faithful Niture dwells 
A countless store of wonders still untold, 
And in the huge book of Universal Law, : 
Of language, our puny years are but the alpha- 
bet, 
And centuries a single sentence incomplete. 
The delving student, true, may point the sub- 
i-et, 
But he knows not yet its predicate, 
Nor ean he, with surety of correctness, 
Conjugate a million years of future time 
Though on the task his very lite depend. 
What presumptiv folly, then, for any man 
To undertake the mad and useless task 
Of bringing forth at one gigantic birth 
That vast multitude of unborn truths 
Which lie in the eternal future hid, 
As far removed from this dark age 
As our world from incandescent sun 
Ceaselessly revolves. 
But heroic patience must endure 
The scoffs of heartless incredulity, 
And waste no time in sensele-s bickerings. . 
The ambitious dreams of early youth 
Must not be suffsred to fade from sight 
Until some activ form of potent good 
From their shadowy outlines shall evolve, 
Almost a lifetime hath been spent in wading 
Through the records of what the minds of 
other men 
Hav wrested from the ages that are past; 
And now the shortening days of life’s winter 
Alone are left in which to write a brief 
Appendix to the rare volume he hath read. 
The aged pilgrim leans upon his staff 
In profoundest meditation lost, 
Waiting still the grander inspiration 
Of a coming day, when, less antagonized, 
His mental ange shall take a clearer view 
Of those maj-stic hights that rise 
Above him in sublimer grandeur now 
Tnan when, in boastful days of youth, 
He measured them with untrained eye, 
Knowing not the grave import of the task 
To which he rashly pledged his after life, 


But what.to-day hath failed in giving, 


The Love Watch. 


, BY OHABLES BRADLEY. 

Crossing lake Nicaragua “in the spiced In- 
dian air by night,” August 6, 1863. - 
Oh, ever dearest, loveliest, best, 

I nothing was; I seemed, 

Before you called my listening heart, 

It never woke; itdreamed. 


The love-inspiring star and shade 
Whispeoring along your window sill, 

You breathed enchantment through the glade, 
So softiy breathing ” Bill,” : 


The cricket dreamt, the owl slept there, 
So hush that Word was given, 

Bnt never bugle’s battle blare 
Beneath the bending heaven 


Woke errant kuight, in Patestine, 
Burning for love and fame, 

As burned my soul when o’or that green, 
You breathed my happy name. ; 

Silence, oh bird, thy dying trill, 

` Be dark, oh star on high; 

Love’s loveliest voice hath summoned Bill, 
He's passed beyond the sky. 


—— 


‘Ambition’s Dream. 
BY JENNI BUTLER BROWNE, 


Wide is the gate o’er which some bold hand ` 
Hath written " Fame;" but to that green hili 
Where deathless laurels grow there winds 
A narrow Way, & path not often trod. 


Where song-birds dwell and raindrops fall; 

Where tempesis wildly rave, and soft winds 
sigh; 

Where light- winged clouds serenely float; 

Where naturs's flowers unchallenged bloom, 

And where, nevermore to dream or toil, 

‘| Dead men are laid, to rest and be—forgot ! 


Be ae iets irure The Gods and Religions 
S F 


Ancent ad Modern Times, 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes. 
"WRITTEN IN PRISON, 


By D. M. BENNETT. 


Volume L, which treats principally on all 
the Gods of the world, is out. Volume IL, 
which givsa full description of the Religions 
of Ancient and Modern Times, will: be out 
in a few weeks, An interesting and 'in- 
structive work. In cloth, $3 per vol. If 
ordered before July 1st, the two volumes 
for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per vol., 
or $7 for the two volumes. In Morocco and 
Gilt Edges, $4 50 per vol., or $8 for the two 
volumes. Scnt free of postage. : f 


MACHINERY. 


Hand, Foot, and Power Presses. Die work 
of ail kinds. Perforating Dies 
a specialty. 


E. B. STIMPSON, 81 Spruce 8t., N, Y. 
tJan81. . 


CHRONIC DISEASES. 


Embracing those ot the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leadin 
to them are vlairly treated by that plainest 4 
booka, PLAIN HOME TAL EMBRAOING 
MEDIOAL COMMON SENSE — neariy 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by. DR. E. B, FOOTE, 
of 120 Lexing'on Ave, N-w York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19, 1878, Mr. Bennett's ' 
TRUTH SEEKER thus speaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: '" We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
With all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives an 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well caiculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medical works possess the highest value, 
and nav been introduced and thorougly readin 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the ph sio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
has so ably imparted, ] ` 
Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are àt 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mall FREE, erates of the ew Popular pat 
‘lon, by mall, postage prepaid, on 1.60. on- 
zenta table free, AGENTS WANT ED. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
199 Want arth Straet New York, 


DR. HINGET'S NEW BOOK, 


“MEDICAL G000 SENSE” | 


—AND— 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 


—EMBRACING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY. AND, PHYSIOLOGI- 


OAL MARRIAGE, 


Oontaining over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2, It treats of the nature, causes, 
reatment of, and prescriptions for acute and 
shronic diseases. [t unfolds some of the deep- 
ast mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
ion and development of life, 8 xual relation- 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
wnswers numerous questions, the delicate 
iature of which prevents thousands of women 
rom asking, Any person sending $1.50 before 
he day of publication, this fali, will receive a 
sopy, well bound, mailed free. Contents table 
‘ent free for stamp, 


DR. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


0 his Liberal friends and patients throughout 
he United States and Oanadas that he is, as 
agua], treating : 


ALL OHRONIO DISEASES, 


ind positively curing ninety per cent of those 
sronounced incurable. Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr. K, is meeting with re- 
narkable success in curing obstinate cases of 
Jpermatorrhosa, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes, Epilepsy, 
Paralysis, Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Oatarrh, 
Asthma. Bronchitis, Consumption, Dysentery, 
Piles, Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, 


Wanted. 


To sella patent right. An improvement on 
Sewing Machines, A Reacting E:ectrie Sandal, 
A Health and Life-Preserving Invention, which 
can be applied to all Sewing Machines without 
any change in the machines. An entire pre- 
ven'ion of the suffering and death caused from 
operating E machines, 

Apply to the patentee, 

DR.O. A. VON CORT, 
THERAPEUTIC HEALTH INST TUTE, 
168 b street, near 31 avanue, N. Y. City. 


.Nathaniel Vaughan. 
A NOVEL. 


By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East," ** Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 

Power. eloquence, and origiuality character- 
ize * Nathaniel Vaughan ” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels.—Illustrated Lon- 

on News. 


An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition 
with & sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the eanvas.— Westminster Review. 

M. BENNETT. Pubtiahar. 141 Mizhrh St.. N.Y 


The little pilgrim needs no staff 
Wherewith to climb the easy slope 
Toat bounds the vales of infancy; 
The eager spirit well sustains 
The buoyant form, while youthful dreams 
Enchant the mind with truer seeming 
Than material fact affo: ds., 
The happy little dreamer loves the song 
Of soaring. bird, whose thrilling note, 
Falling earthwatd, tures him skyward, 
The raindrops charm his raptured soul, ` 
Because in realms of mystery 
Their own eternal birthplace is, 
The rushing winds speak mighty things, 
To which his éarnest heart responds 
Awad by their grand revealings. 


An Occult Mystery. 


WHO CAN SOLVE IT? 


A new phenomenal means of curing the sick; 
Safe, reliable, astonishing, successful, available 
everywhere, Address 2 

J. M. MOSELEY. 


DR. 
1327. 14180uth 8 h $t., Brooklyn. N. Y. 


gc EAS. HE untold miseries that re 

e S sult from indiscretion in 

e S24 early lifé may be alleviated 

3 aes and cured, Those who doub 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medicai work vub- 
lished by the PEABODY MED 
>» OAL INSTITULE, Bos'on, 

J ntitled The Science of Life: 

fü lie or, Selt Preservation. Ex 
hau vvu vi aii |, nervous and physical debility 
or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or toc 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. : 

Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged 
just published. It is a standard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by £ 
physician of great expetience, to whom war 
awarded a gold and jeweled medal by the Na. 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti 
ful and very expensive engravings. Thre 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre 
scriptions for allforms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc 
cessful practice, either one.of which is wort} 
ten times the price of thebook, Bound in Frenet 
cloth : price oniy $1, sent by mail post-paid. 

"The London Lancet says : * No person shoulc 
be without this valuable book. The author 1s: 
noble benefactor.” 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt o: 
6 cents for postage, 

The author refers by permission to Hon. 
P, A. BISSELL, M.D., President of the Nation- 
al Medical Association. 

ne eee Do H. TAR 
KER, No. 4 Bulfinch street, 

Boston, Mass. The author HEAL 
may be consulted on all dis- 


eases requiring skilland ex~ THYSELF 
POCKET THEOLOGY. 


BY 
. VOLTAIRE. 


Translated from the French by Migs Ellen. 
Carroll The first time ever published in Eng. 
lish. The pamphiet contains nearly 600 of Yo 
talre's sharp, terse, sarcastic, sca'hing defini 
tions of theological and ecclesiastical subjects 
terms, and dogmas. There is nothing in th: 
world like it, Everybodv ought to hav a copy. 
130 pages. Price, only 25 cente. 


Borne on transparent 8ea of air 

The changeful cloud that lightly floats 
Edged wl h sunlit, golden fringe— 
The rosy b!ush on downy lining 
Deepening.'neath the careless touch 
And languid kiss of summer breeze, 
Draws him with &tender yearning 
Toward that something undefined 
"Which, for want of better name, we call 
Infinitude. 


The viewless pathways of the air 
Seem more substantial than the rock ; 

. Are safer deemed than solid earth, 
Whose highways are for sluggish feet, 
And prosy mind, unfitto cope 
With higher, nobler modes of thought, 
And deeds of grandeur so supreme 
The very gods turn pale with rage, 
Because of failure to perform. I 


O, easy task to climb the rugged steep 
Oft tame immortal, with such strides 
As shall astound the admiring world of plod- 

ding men. 

Ah! there are grander hights to reach; 
Greater things than hav been learned, 
And youthful pulses wildly beat 
Impatient to begin the task 
Of sundering that veil of mystery, 
Which hides from mortal eye 
Those hidden truths, whereof knowledge 
Shall make men wise. 
From silent earth and murmuring sea, 
Ambition’s wand brings vast treasures forth, 
And from out the boundlessness of space 
Materializ s wond- ous things. 
Men boast the greatness of the works ef man, 
And some new scheme stamps its result 
On every age. : 
Then Ist the legions. of progressiv men 
Close up their ranks and onward march. 
O, íil the world with light and power; 
Make free theslavish human mind; 
Let allied science and discovery 
Boldly spread their pinions wing and wing, 
"Tiii unyielding truth exalt and dignify, 
From least to greatest, the raca called man. 


With music let the atmosphere resound; The unpropitious morrow still withholds. AN OUTLINE tenital Organs, and all diseases of women 
Adorn With art, with beauty clothe; His eye is growing dim, o'erw-ary his brain ; OF TRE Consultation Free. Address NGET M.D 


Faltering and slow his step already is; 
Uocertain and tremulous his hand. 

Oarefully now, and with slow patience, 

He pens a few brief lines, all he deems worthy 
The lifelong effort he ha'h made to gecure 
Unto his kind a more extended field 

Of knowledge for their mental range. 

And of individual action, a higher plane 

To base improv d conditions on. 

From the philosophic teachings of the past 
He nothing takes; and culling from his 


Imbue with peace and harmony divine, 
Life, and health, and lasting joy impart— 
Xtablish those fraterual bonds 

Which contending nations shail unite, 
Till universal brotherhood become 

A thing of fact as well as name. 


The task begins, 
O, toiling youth beware! The crags 
You plant your feet upon are full 
Of treachery, and of tha many who wrought 


317 East 14th 8t., New York. 
Questions for Inva!ida free. 


Six Lectures on Astronomy, 


By PBoF. RIOHARD A, PROOTOR, 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
his city, in the winter of 1876-6, and were re. 
sorted gpronographicall expressly for THE 
[RUTH SEEKER by Miss M. S. Gontcharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever do« 
ifvered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 


FRENCH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 
RESULTS. 

BY W. S. BELL. 

Thereis probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or more important than 


the French Revolution in the last century. anc 
Mr. Bellhas traced it ably and in an interesting 


eI ee eee thoughts, i ^ pt" erano rede E Yi bonlrasot | io posstatn of sary peada eels an caa 
Xo , P He only dares thereto the little supplement to — - The titles of the Lectures are: 

y neek "s Den oe grown min thorns, add: ^ : THE I, Growth of Worlds i 
And full of pitfalls deep and dar ‘ i 

i x ‘Strive evermore to know the highest uses IL Life and Death of Worlds, 
Which wisdom infinit could scarce avoid; And the best of those things that lle nearest thy JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE, | dE Other Worlds than Ours. 
While from the scanty store of knowledge hand i IV. Other Suns than Ours. ' 
gained, : . * BETWEEN . The Great Mysteries of the Universe, 

The seeming fact, best theorized For T Bon the present weal or woe of man PROF. W. F. JAMIESON, VI, Religion and Astronomy. 
On which a meager fame depends, open gee an Ot Chicago, Ill., and Minnesota, and the D. M. RENNTTT. 141 Hlehth at.. N. Y. 
Burning fitfully and pale, hangs, His task is done, and gazing calmly at the REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 
At best, but a generation brief stars, THE 


Ot Kentucky. 


Held in Kirkeville, Mo., during nine evening: 
-—May 20-29, 1878. Synopsis report—officlal. 
This book of 220 pages gives an tnteresting pres 
entation of the theological questions. whic! 
divide Ohristians and Liberals.: Ths Rev 
Dizler is regarded as an able defender of hi: 
favorit Chris!ian doctrines, but it will undoub: 
edly be admitted by the reader that Prof. W, F. 
Jamieson fuliy met ail be had to offer. Obris 
tian readers will take more kindly to a work o 
tnis kind, giving both sides an equally fai: 
chance. than to books on our side oniy; 

Price, in paper covers 50 cents; well bound, 
75 cents ; 


He vaguely wonders if the time may come 

When, ’mongst the human parasites that cling 

Unto the su face of our little world, 

Some aspirant for an immortal name 

May not cucceed in fixing the orbit 

Of mis little star, some certain faction 

Of a quintiilion miles nearer to the earth 

Than his own bearings had seemed to make 
sure beyond a doubt. ! 

Musing thus the aged pilgrim yields at last 

To the sweet unconsciousness of everlasting 
sleep; - 


Upon the masthead of decay; 

And the heart-sick toiler yields 
The struggle, and grasps insensate 
Nothingness at last. i 


But prophetic phantoms, delusive, bright, 
Still the impulsiv mind of youth mislead; 
Some great event must be achieved, 

Or else failure. The record of many 
A struggling life that little word 

Is said to be, and how many leave 

A fair sucocés behind in their mad 


CLERGYMAN‘S VICTIMS. 


A Radical Romance. 
| —BX— i 
MRS. J, E. BALL. 

This pamphlet of over 100 pages isa pleasing 
animated, domestic story, presenting Liberal 
hought in an agreeable manner, and wiil be 
read by thousands where heavier, drier, and 
more philosophical and metaphysical works 
are not preferred, It is a good story to lend 
Obristian neighbors to read, Price, 24 cents, 


The Grut Seeker, Inly 10, 1880. 


BAZ 


The Real Issue. WHAT IS MONEY? 


MOSES HULL. 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes it is just the thing. 


Contains unanswerable arguments in favor of | 


ascientifie money. | 
The Commoner says : 

* Nothing has been written which will do as 
mood work as this.-'Itis worth its weight In 
Price 10 cents. Sold by D. M. BENNETT, . 

à 141 Eighth st., New York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK, 


Oontaining nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Ohronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice. It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
ali the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing, 
MUBRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO 


120 Haat Rth Atreat. N. Y 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment, 


Revised. and Enlarged Hdkion, 


"2 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St, N. Y. 


Ag The’ Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes and sella an imperfect, disordered, and 
mangled edition. with all the. typographioal 
errors of the edition of 1860, from which it was 
pirated by the late 8, 8. Jones. 


VINELAND, NEW JERSEY, 


A yorularly educated and legally qualifled 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove. : 

Cures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 

jexual Diseases, Spermatorrhea,. and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer res d 
other causes, producing’ some of the fo 
owing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 


sions {night emissions, by dreams), Dimness’ 


of Sight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Hoolety of Fe- 
males, Confusion of ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, etC., eto. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor's latest and greatest medical discovery. 

. and which he has so far prescribed for this 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many had 
Falling Sickness— Fits; others upon the verge 
of consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrhwa, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, All diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhoa, 
etc., treated with equal success, 

DR. R. P. FELLOWS bas within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked.on as past recovery, 
&nd in faet had been glven up by thelr physi- 
cians to die; but by rhe aid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health. and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained thesame eminence, or ruther the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dre. Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his mad- 
{eines to reach the cause of ths complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 


Sent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhoea, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magistiate, which 
1« positive and convincing testimony to the 
Dostor’s great skill, 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and -correspondence 
strictly confidential. Enclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 

LFrom the Western Reformer.] 


“DR. BR. P. FELLOWS 
is a highly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an original system of practice, and is 
erfectly reliable and trustworthy. e hay 
heard many flattering reports of his successful 
aurea of diaaasea ineident to humanity.” 


THE 


Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
: AND THE 
Pathologv and Treatment of 
Mediomania. | 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medica! Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 

for Women. | - 
Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
` March 20 and 27, 1874, 
Cloth: price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Highth Bt. N, Y« 


NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “ The 
Truth Seeker:” 


Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER. 
= | 12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 26 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 
Issues of the Age. or me seater the religion oF 
CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED. | 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00. | 
Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 


precedents.— Tacitus. - 


An admirably wriiten, scholarly volume. —N. 
Y. Graphic. : 

‘He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical. 
and theological speculations, and evinces & 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced.—Jewish Times. . 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought. He has excel- 
lent tendencies; elevated tastes, and sound 8&8- 
pirationg.—XN. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of “The Essence of Ohristianjty," ete 
Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts. (Formerly 75 cta.) 

The spirit of the time is show, not substance. 

Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 

science, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 


nered. thərefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality o! our age!—ZEmziraal 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF j 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON, 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH S£EKER. It is the beston the subject 
and shows in the clearest manner that-that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 

Price 10 cents. . M. BENNETT, 

14 Eighth Street.N. Y. City. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Boek! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 


A DEBATE 


BETWEEN 
COL, ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
AND . i 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 3 cents, For sale at 
this office. : 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Thelogy, te, 


BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND.. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefiy intended to 


uphold the theory of the stabilit 
and forees and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same-author. 75 cents. 


Cà PRE SPECULAL NS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Ete. 

BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
“Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


e 
Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. — 
A concise account of the Ohristian religion, 


and ali the prominent religions before and 
since Ohristianity. 


-BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


LOVE VENTURES. 


A rose tinted record of love in the tropics, 
with strange and startling adventures thereto 
belonging. Price, 50 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $1.00. 


— 


Positivist Primer: 


Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 


BY C. G. DAVID. 
Price, 75 cents, 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A critical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
‘| Florence. Extra cloth, 12mo, 327 DD, $2.00. 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 


OR 
T i ; - Experience. 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 
eal Gan. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 852 pp. . . $175. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00. 


By Kerszy Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. PEnRy's “ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition, 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cineinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work is& review ot Kersey Graves’ ' Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading argumentsof the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hay met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Heelesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and autho‘- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The: witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes t'aem- 
solves, Out condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the vase. This feature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn “ state's evi- 
dence" against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Gre,ves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, “A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and & dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a zreuse spot of either." 
In the two works will be foundthe abiest argy,- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
Work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 


Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 
various sects and creeds which »ntedated the 
formation of the Ohristian church. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and ` 
Money Getting, 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
| 12mo. 48 pp ; paper, 20 cts.; flexible cloth, 85 ets. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 


BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Labb of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
ny, N. X. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Ohris- 
tlanity 

This is a very valuable and coneise work, and 

states in plain and unmistakable language the 


reasons why Ohristianity is a failure.’ Price, 60 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 


For saleby — D. M. BENNET”, OTHER PAPERS 
THE BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM.9 
CAUSE yid HUMANITY, Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 
R THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 

An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Justout. By EE 
OOURTLANDT PALMER, A 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on ihe Theological Amendment 
Land th: State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E, PECK. 


Price, 35 cente, Paper, 19m, 68 pages; price, 25 conta, 


'"B&sNNETT. 


of matter | 


"he Rights ot Man. By Tuomas 
PAINE. Written in defense of his fellow- 
man. A work almost without a peer in the 
world. Large type. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 
8O cents. x 

Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BLANCHARD. 12mo. Large type, With a fine 
steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth. 75 cents. 


The Heathens of the Heath. By- 


Wu. MCDONNELL, author of Ex ter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
$1.50. 

Career of Religious Ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science. 
By Hupson TUTTLE. An able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world. 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, $9 cents; 
cloth, 75 cen's. 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M. 
Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
¥5 cents; cloth, $1.09. 

The Humphrey-Bennett Discus- 
sion. A debate beuween Kev. G. H. HUM- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of '*The Trutn Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3. Is 


| there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 


true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cloth (550 
pp.). $1.00. 

The burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Pror, O. A. Bunagss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian Uuiversity at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD; 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Ont commencing Juae 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke. FIRST PROPO- 
SITION: '' Tbe Christian Religion, as set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin. Burgessin the afirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. SECOND 
PRoPosrrrow: '''lThe Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin.” Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the neg- 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, E. 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundatic Contrasted with its 
Superstructure, By W. R. GukG, au- 


Social Judgments,” etc, F. W. 
speaking of this work in the '' Fortnightly 
Review,” says: *' Some twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most 
eminent men of science asked, * Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg's Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was. that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg, coming later, had the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on all. 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
Gurrent commonplaces of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned Canons, and 
academic divines do not repiy formally to 
go thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been 80 long before the public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument—occupying* precisely 
the ground Which English academicians 
have chosen astheir own—is unanswerable.” 

One volume, crown octavo, with com- 
plete index. The London edition sold for 
$5. Price of American edition, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples De- 
baie, Between B. F. UnDERWOOD, of 
Boston, and the Rev. JonNw ManPLES, of 
Toronto, Ont. Held at Napanee, Ont., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
First: “That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are Jllogical and con- 
trary .o Reason.” SECOND: ''The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond ail oiher books its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood de- 
nies, Reported in ful, and revised by the 
debaters, 111 pp. Paper, 85 cents; cloth, 
GO cents. ` 

interrogatories to Jehovah. By 
D. M. BENNETT. A series OF Close questions 
upon a great variety of subjecis, trom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, the 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embraced by the 
Church. With a tulllength portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; Cloth, 75 cents. 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Answer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturally-Re- 
vealed, Infallibly-Inspired, and Miraculously- 
Aitested Religion in the World ?- By E. E. 
GurLb, ex-Universslist clergyman ; together 
with a skich of the author. lu four parts. 
Paper, 30 cenis ; cloth, 50 cents. 

ruin Seeker Leaflets, of two pages 
eacn. ‘Lnirty-\wo in nivei; 4 cents per 
dozen; 8 cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $2.00 prr thousand. 

Adventures of Elder Triptolemus 
Tub, Comprises HMuportant and starting 
disciosures concerning hell, its magnitude, 
morals, employments, climate, etc, By 
Rey. GEonex Rogers. A rich, interesting 
little work. Paper, 15 conia à 


thor of *' Enigmas of Life,” “t Literary and | 
Newman, in 


| 
i 
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Gems of Thought. 


Odds and Ends. 


THE mower loses no time in sharpening his 
scythe, 


Yet I doubt not through the ages 
Our increasing purpose runs, 
And the thoughts of men are widened 
With the process of the suns. 
— Tennyson. 


BOCRATIO DIALOG. 

Phaedrus; I wish that you would tell] me 
whether you believe the tale of Borens carrying 
off Orithya from the banks of the Ilissus. : 

Socrates: The wise are doubtful; and if. like 
them, I also doubt, there would be nothing very 
strange in that.—Jewett. 


Dovsr is everywhere. Skeptical suggestions 
are wrapped in narrativ; they bristle in short, 
shallow, self-asserting essays, in which men 
who really show their ignorance think they 
show their depth; they color our physical phi- 
losophy; they mingle themselvs with our com- 
monplace theology itself.—Bishop Wilberforce. 


It should be considered that it is better not 
tointerfere with the faith of the ignorant but 
let them remain in an exoteric condition until 
they are properly developed by sufficient edu- 
cation and consequent intelligence. It is just 
as much the duty of advanced thinkers not to 
tamper with the beliefs of men who are at an 
early stage of progress as itis not to put a 
flaming torch in the possession of a lunatic or 
a razor in the hand of a child.—Sotheran. 


Ta ladies were regretting the loss of a 
friend to whom they were under obligations. 
” You hav, however,” said Reynolds, “the com- 
fort of being relieved from a burden of grati- 
tude.” The saying is too much like Rochefou- 
cauld, and too true, to be pleasant ; but it was 
one of those keen remarks which Johnson ap- 
preciated because they prick a bubble of com- 
monplace moralizing without demanding too 
liberal an acceptation.— Leslie Stephen. 


ALONG the whole line the defending forces of 
orthodoxy are falling back, not knowing where 
to make a stand; and Materialism all over 
Europe [and still more, perhaps, on this side of 
the Atlantic) stands frankly out and is respect- 
fully listened to when it affirms that the war is 
over, that the claims of revelation cannot be 
maintained, and that the existence of God and 
of a future state, the origin of man, the nature 
of conscience, and the meaning of the distino- 
tion between good and evilare all open ques- 
tions.— roude. 


Lut the dead bury their dead, and let the Old 
Oatholies decide whether the Holy Ghost pro- 
eeeda from the Father and the son or from the 

. Father alone. Gentlemen indeed who still read 

the Athanasian Creed, and pr.fess to attach 
some meaning to its statements, hav no right 
: to sneer at their brethren who persist in taking 
things seriously. But for men who long for 
fact instead of phrases, the only possible course 
is to allow such vagaries to take their own 
course to the limbo to which they are naturally 
destined.—Stephen. 


Tau book plainly says "God created the 
heaven and the earth,” and this was once the 
commonly accepted conclusion of all who read 
it. But when Infidels and scientists showed by 
common-sense reasoning how impossible it 
was for evena god to make something out of 
nothing, to speak into existence myriads of 
worlds, then the priests aud interpreters set to 
work and made a new meaning for the old 
words; and once more all goes on in the old 
routine; and once more the demand is, '' Be- 
lieve or be damned."— Elmina D. Slenker. 


I HAV no compassion for sloth, but youth has 
more need of intellectual rest than age; and 
‘the cheerfulness, the tenacity of purpose, 
the power of work, which make many a suc- 
cessful man what he is, must often be placed to 
the credit, not of his hours of industry, but to 
that of his hours of idleness, in boyhood. Even 
the hardest worker of all, if he has to deal with 
anything above mere details, will do well, now 
and again, to let his brain lie fallow for a time. 
The next crop of thought will certainly be all 
the fuller in the ear, and the weeds fewer.— 
Huxley, 


I open a harmless little treatis by a divine 
who need not be named. He knows intuitivly, 
so he says, that there is a God who is benevo- 
lent and wise and endowed with personality; 
conceived anthropomorphically enough to be 
capable of acting upon the universe and yet so 

different from man as to be able to throw a 
ecent vell of mystery over his more question- 
able actions, Well, I reply, my intuition tells 
me of no such being. Then, says the divine, I 
.ean't prove my statements, but you would 
recognizs their truth if your heart or your intel- 
lect were not corrupted; that is, you must be a 
knave ora fool. This isthe kind of argument 
to which we are perfectly accustomed in theol- 
ogy: I am right, you are wrong; and I am 
: M bocause I àm.good and wise.— Leslie 
ephen 


Tux habit of thought, no matter how well in- 
tentioned. which execrates the representativs 
of progressiv thought, the moment they invade, 
in their legitimate investigations, certain creeds 
which hav slumbered undisturbed for ages, is 
necessarily a barrier to our progress and an 
enemy to our interests. It is of no avail to 
urge the unfitness of the world for the recep- 
tion of advanced views. Were there not some 
deeply-rooted and imperativ necessity in the 
age which demands these vlews, they would 
never havexisted, They come to us not as ex- 
otie plants imported from another world, but 
as the natural] outgrowth of certain conditions 
inhering in man’s progressiv nature, and, at 
the same time, inseparably connected with that 
law of change which is no less a law of life in 
[4 ae than in the material World- 

'edder, 


A BruTTERING PRACTICAL JoKER.—Some time 
&go there resided in Westchester county an 
individual who was a noted wag, and who had 
an irreclaimable habit of stuttering; in fact. he 
was generally known throughout the country 
as “Stuttering Sam.” This genius, who hada 
greater penchant for jokes, and, withal, a hank- 
ering after good old whisky, seldom passed a 
day without playing some of his tricks. On 
one occasion he was assisting a drover. who 
had charge of alarge flock of sheep. It was on 
a Sunday afternoon,in summer, when they had 
occasion to pass by & country meetinghouse. 
whose doors were thrown open on account of 
the heat, that one of the sheep (as sheep will 
sometimes do) ran into the church. The drover, 
not wishing to enter in the then dilapidated 
state of his apparel, made up his mind to send 
Bam; sowalling to him, he said: 

“Bam, will you goin there and get out that 
sheep ?” 

“W-w-what’ll you g-g-iv me if-f I d-do?” 
said Sam. 

“A quart of prime old rye," said the drover, 

. " I-I111 d-do it,” said Sam, and he entered the 

meetinghouse. Thesheep.seeing him follow- 
ing, ran up one of the aisles till he reached the 
pulpit, where he was soon caught by Sam, who, 
seizing him by the horns, began to try to get 
him out. 

** What are you doing there ?” cried the min- 
ister, roused at length by the noise. 

Sam looked over his shoulder, with a comical 
expression in his grey eyes, and he answered: 

"Oh, n-nothing. I'm o-only s-sep-p-par-at- 
ting the 8-sheep f-from the g-goats. 

Notwithstanding the time and place, but few 
persons could refrain from indulging in a 
" snicker,” and Sam proceeded in triumph with 
his sheep to the drover, who, it is needless to 
add, “forked over " the necessary beverage. 

On another ‘occasion Sam (who, by the way. 
was a sort of “Jack-of-all-trades ") became in 
some way the possessor of an old horse, which, 
as regards service; Was pretty well '" used up,” 
but still presented a tolerably good appearance, 
He was resolved to turn jockey, and try to make 
* an honest penny” by that means; so proceed- 


ing to a farmer's close by, he immediately pro- 


posed a trade. The farmer, who “reckoned he 
was some at & bargain,” and had always an eye 
to the main chance, thought the *' critter looked 
tolerable well,” and having examined him, he 
asked Sam how old he was, 

“ §-s-seven, 8-seven, seven y-years old,” he 
managed to stammer out. 

This was satisfactory. and the " swap" was 
made, much to the satisfaction of both parties. 
It was not long, however. before the farmer dis- 
covered that he was sold, and happening to 
speak of the horse to one who knew him, he 
received the intelligence that he was twenty- 
one years old. This put him (the farmer) into 
a great rage, and hastening away after Sav, he 
at length found that worthy, who calmly awaited 
his approach, 

“You rascally scoundrel,” exclaimed the 
farmer, nearly out of breath, '" you hav cheated 

me—yes. cheated me, sir; that horse is twenty- 
one years old.” 

“I-I knew it,” said Sam. never for a moment 
losing his self-possession. “I-I s-said h-he 
W-Was B*5-8eVen, 8-seven, seven y-years old, 
and I-Is-should l-liket-to knowif-f three times 
8-Beven i-isn’t t-twenty-one ?” 

The farmer. finding that nothing was to be 
made out of Bam, '' sloped,” amidst the laugh- 
ter of bystanders who had collected about the 
place. 


"OLD BI" AND THE CENSUS, 


Old Si came in rather late yesterday, looking 
somewhat fatigued. After a minute he said: 

. "Dis am er moughty kurus persedín' dese 
men kerryin' on round hyar wid dese fortfol- 
yos. 9 

* Do you mean the census takers?” 

*T hleeve dat ar de name dey, goes by." 

" What hav they been doing now?” 

” Wy. dey's been down dar in my naborhood 
jess stirrin’ up mo’ rath dan all de parsons in- 
side de kerprashun kin put down in er month.” 

"That is unfortunate. Hav they visited you 
yet ?" 


** Dat's what makes me 80 behin'time ter-day, 99. 


One ob dem cum down ter my house dis mo'nin 
an’ tap on de gate; I axed him what's de mat- 
ter, and hesay ne dan come ter take my sensus; 
an’ he haint no mo’n got hit out dan I sed to 
jes go ‘way from dar, kase dar wan't no bizness 
in dat shanty fur any drummers from de loony- 
tick ’sylume |” 

* What did he say ?" 

" He say dat if I fools wid de sensus ho done 


gwine to put der law ter me ; an? den he 
'splained e law, Den I seed it wus ali right 
an’ axed him in,” 


. How did you get along then?” 

“ We got long purty well ontell he eum ter de 
eolyum whar the chillun are sot down; den he 
say ter me What am de cullah ob my ehilun? I 
say, *lookie "Uy you jess fleger on what de law 
ows. an’ don't eum 'round hyar axing’ 'suitin 
questions like dat!’ He say he got ter put down 
whether dey is black or melatter—and den ole 
harryeane broke loose!” 

, How was that?" 

" De ele'oman lissened, an’ when she heah 
dat she opset de table whar de fortfolyo war ly- 
in, emptied de starch bowl all ober de returns 
an’’gin ter holler: ' Heah Tlger,’ jess like de 
forty thieves done broke inde house! Decen- 
sus man he grabbed up nis dockyments and 
made for de fence, an’ twixt holdin’ de ole 
'oman wid one han" an’ Tige wid deodder I got 
mos’ tueker'd out.” 

' Where did the census man go?" . 

" Da las’ I seed ob him he was up on top ob er 
box kyar by de Ar’ Line shop dryin’ out de re- 
turns ob de district on de tin roof.” 

* And how did you get the old lady uleteq Ld 

* She haint uias y Ijess had d Tor make my 
"CADE, too, kase sh le was gwine for me for let- 
tin’ de man in, an’ she say dat ef de United 
States Wants ter kno’ de aullah ob her enillun 
sheare bound ter rite hit on de eye ob ebery 
munerashuner de sends prowlin’ ’round her 
amp groun’! She's er vigorous ’oman, too, 
fer er bo’n fack 1" 

And the old man got up to go to the supervi- 
aor and explain matters, 
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` Notes and Clippings. 


THE canton of Geneva in a popular election 


decided by a majority of 5306 votes against the |! 
| lished in the daily papers that an attempt had 


séparation of the church from the state. 


Tux lower jaw of an antediluvial mammoth | 


Was recently fished out of the river Dnieper by 
Russian fishermen; it is as black as a coal and 
weigheseventy- five pounds. 


Tus manufacture of sporting implements has 
assumed large proportions in this country, It 
ia estimated that from 50,000 to 60.000 sets of cro- 
quet, 200,000 base ball bats, and 250.000 base balls 
will be madetor this season's trade by a single 
firm in Ohicago. 


Truth made the following anouncement a few 
days ago, but with how much correctness we 
know not. We hope it will prove true; "' Ool 
Bob Ingersoll and Judge I. J. Noah, of. Wash- 
ington, are about to form a law partnership 
and practice in this city.” i 


Tax Mother Superior of a Roman Catholic 
foundiing asylum at QGlncinnati refused to giv 
the names of the women inmates, on the ground 
that it was her duty to shield tham from pub- 
licity. She was arrested and.fiaed, but the in- 
formation was not obtained. 


Pastor Levi Johnson has no horse. This is 
why he walks 240 miles a month in filling bis 
appointments with the churches at Indian Vil- 
lage and Shady Grove, in the state of Louisiana. 
His love for Jesus must be far stronger than 
those who cannot walk hajfa dozen ¢quaresin 
our cities and who epend two months of the 
warm Weather in Europe or among the moun- 
tains. 


FISHERMEN engaged in the Greenland fishery 
say they never experienced anything like the 
terrific ice blockade which now extends. down 
to the fifty-second parallel of latitude. The 
field ice lying to the eastward of Newfoundland, 
the southern extremity of which now lies 120 
miles distant from Bt. John's, is of the heaviest 

- floe descriptlon, Thousands of icebergs are to 
be seen. 


A DOOTRINAL unpleasantness has occurred in 
Wooster University. Ohio. The trustees of that 
institution request the resignation of the Rev, 
Walter Q. Scott. who has fortwo years been 
Professor ot Mental and Moral Philosophy. 
The trouble a: ises trom the alleged holding of 
heretical opinions by Prof. Scott. The uni- 
versity is under control of the. Presbyterian 
church, and accepts the Westminster confes- 
sion of faith. 


Tu Baptist denomination is in a great fight 
over its hymn books. A number of eminent 
gentlemen hav made rival books of praise, and 
ihe competition between the publishers of these 
is so great that tons of circulars are sent out in 
advocacy of the various books. The ministers 
and church officials who are beset by the pub- 
lishers of the rival books and besought to gel, 
rid of their old ones and introduces the new are 
becoming Weary and irritable, 


Now that Henry Ward Beecher has avowed 
his rejection of the doctrin of the Atonement, 
it is worth noting that the spread of Infidelity 
has begun to alarm the churches. Another 
freethinking light has recently appeared in the 
Presbyterian church, and is on trial before the 
authorities of his church for heresy, The best 
way for men who find themselys in the Pres- 
byterian church and not in sympathy with its 
.doetrins, is the Way out. Certainly the position 
of & man who finds himself obliged to preach 
with fervor a doctrin his soul rejete, is utterly 
unenviable, and the sooner such a one takes the 
maniy course and quits being a hypocrir, the 
better for him and for all hands.—-Sun, 


Or our four American citizons of African de- 
scent who Were hanged on Friday, Al xander 
Howard of North Carolina listened attentiviy 
to the exbortations of his spiritual advisers, as 
was to be expected of a member of the Baptist 
church of. twenty years’ standing: Daniel 
Washington of South Qarolina expressed a 
hope that he might meet his keepers and exe- 
eutioners in glory, and Henry Ryan of Georgia, 
standing under the noose, said: ' When I close 
my eyes on this world Jesus will come tor my 
Soul" The behavior of George Allen Price of 


Qbio was got ag edifying, He wouldn't seq g 


preacher of any denominati^n, and his speech 
from the scaffold was a model of brevity, rather 
than of piety. "Tve tried to liv well," he told 
the crowd, " and I die the best I can.” 


ComsTock has not given up falsifying yet. He 
recently authorized the statement to be pub- 


been made upon his life by means of polson 
contained in. à parcel sent to him by mail or 
express, but instead of his, or his worthy 
assistant Joseph A, Britton, being affected by 
the poison. his phonographio reporter. Ducreet, 
was the unfortunate sufferer, who became very 
sick from the effects of the poison imbibed, 
It turns out that this is another of Com. 
stock’s false statements, gotten up to awaken 
Sympathy in his behalf, and that the physicians 
in attendance'upon the young man do not con- 
sider his sickness has any connection with any 
parcel designed for Comstock or anybody else. 
Perhaps the man of obscenity knows he is 
worthy of death, and is daily looking forit. It 
is to be hoped if any one undertakes to end the 
bad man’s days he will not make & mistake and 
kill the wrong man. . 


TALMAGE favors vacations for ministers. be- 
cause, as he says, " The minister needs rest.” 
There is little to wonder at in this observation 
asapplied to Talmage. It is only reasonable 
that his legs and arms should hav rest three 
months in the year. But what is itthattires 
Hall and Taylor and other gentlemen likethem 
of religious leisure? We don’t begrudge any 
of thom their vacation. Far irom it. We think 
the world would be immensely benefited were 
they extended indefinitly. so far as what is con- 
sidered the principal duty of their offü:e— 
preaching—is concerned. There are hundreds 
of ministers—Oatholic, Protestant, and Jew— 
whose lives are given up to the service oi 
others, and with whom preaching is only an in- 
different incident in their occupation, whose 
devotion we would regret to lose. But those 
preachers who while away the moments of the 
thoughtless with vapid sermons and gratify the 
spleen of the over-riguteous with descriptions 
ot hell and pictures of heaven and eulogies of 
credulity which they call "faith," living for 
themselvs and careless cf the temporal suffer- 
ings of othere, are about as useless a band of 
brothers as one can easily find.— T uth, 


Tug MATTER 18 EXPLAINED,—Previous to the 
Fourth of July it was extremely dry for many 
weeks; the hay crop wss largely cut off, and the 
early potatoes promised a very smali return. 
Everybody wanted rain and earnestly desired 
that its coming might not be delayed. When 
the Fourth was usnered in, bright, hot, and 
burning, the outlook for rain was not good; but 
about the middle of the afternoon a fine shower 
came up suddenly when 160,000 people were 
pleasure-seeking and trying to get cool at 
Ooney Island, Rockaway, and other resorte. It 
was a mystery to many how that fine shower 
chanced to come. The mystery, however, is 
happily explained by a Brooklyn friend as fol- 
lows: " During the late drouth al! ihe churches 
hav united in petitioning the Throne of Grace 
for rain. Oo Sunday, July 4th. despairing of 
their want of success, the Methodists, attribut- 
ing it to the want of faith and united effort. de- 
termined to make an extraordinary effort. and 
required all of the faithful to unlte with the 
clergy in prayer to bring avoutthe desired re- 
sult. They went at it with a vim and overdid 
the thing, and brought on the storm in the 
middle of Monday afternoon, when everybody 
was out in their Sunday clothes, doing more 
damage than the drouth had done. It it were 
not for the pesky Methodists interfering, un- 
doubtedly sufficient time would hav elapsed 
betore the sturm broke to hav enabled the 
pleasure-seekers and Sunday-achool picnics to 
hav finished their day’s festivities and return, 
and millions ot doliarg’ worth of clothing would 
hav been saved.” 


Tur Rev. Mr, White, of New Hampshire. has 
founded a religious sect called Angelic Be- 
lievers. They believe in the disposition of 
angels to visit earth’s people if they were only 
properly encouraged. His object is to restore 
the old sociability between human and angelic 
b-ings, In a sermon lately White suid that it 
would not surprise him to hav angels cali upon 
him at any time, and he held himself in readi- 
ness to giv them a welcome, Three boys re- 
solved that White’s faith should be rewarded, 
One of them borrowed three of his aister’s 


New York, Saturday, July 17, 1880. 


nightgowns and got three pairs of: chicken! 
wings, which were fastened on the shoulders | 
of the white garments. With some other fix-! 
ings, by way of disguise, the boys went at night 

to the cottage of White. They knocked and said 

they were angels. He examined their wings 

and raiment and was satished. They were hun- ' 
gry and asked for kid. White had no kid. A 

fatted calf would do, White had no calf, &ud 
offered them pork, at which they turned up 

their noses. Some cold chicken was set. before 

them, and hard cider, and they were enjoying ' 
the repast when Mrs. White came in, She was 

suspicious, and examined the flowing gar- 

ments, on which she saw the name '' Blodgett” 

marked. “Ole man,” she remarked, “I’ve | 
washed all three o' them nightgowns afore,” ; 
The Whites locked the door, took off the angelico 

robes, and used up two broomsticks on. the | 
boys. and turned them out to go home like 

common mortals, « 


W. H. B. of Washington, D. O., writes to E 
editor of the Sun on the world’g formation 
thus: The description of the mountains in the 
moon in a late article in the Sun was graphic; 
but Itake issue with the current hypcthesis 
that the moon or any other planet or satellite : 
was ever any larger or hotter than it is now. It| 
is an undisputed fact that our solar system ' 
swarms with innumerable meteorites, whick 
are continually falling upon the planets, and 
thus slowly adding to their bulk. And bythe 
law of nature that pressure produces heat,: 
how can any one avoid the deduction that by 


the pressure of gravitation the core of every | 


planet must inevitably be melted ? Thies, and ' 
this alone, I conceive, accounts for the internal ' 
heat of planets. And, a priori.the effect pro- 
duced by this internal heat would be precisely 
what we see on the surface of all planets. An! 
expansion of the comparativly small melted; 
core of the moon, caused by ages of accretion 
from meteorites, would create on the surface of 
that thick-crusted satellite deep fissures and 
sharp mountain peaks. Expansion of the 
earth’s greater core and smaller proportionate 
crust would make its surface far less rugged | 
than thatcfthe moon, Jupiter, with a diame- 
ter nearly twelve times that ot the earth, would 
doubtless hav a very thin crust, which would be: 
red hot, and this is now believed to be the fact 
from telescopic observation. Our sun, with a 
diameter a huudred times that of the earth | 
would become just what it is—a vast ball of 
liquid and gaseous fire, And may we not con- | 
ceive of suna so vast in siz as to throw off into 
space in the form of fiery gases all they receive 
by accretion, or perhaps even more? 


THAT the world moves in thought as well as 
action Is evidenced by the fact that the Rev. 
Henry Ward Beecher is bowling down one 
after another the dogmas of the church. Ifin 
his callow years of priesthood he had preached 
such doctrin as enunciated last Sunday he 
would hay been ostracised from the church 
and relegated to the companionship of such 
men as Voltaire and Tom Paine. Baid Mr. 
Beecher on that occasion: “I don’t hold the 
theory ofthe Atonement. I reject the Mosaic 
economy. I hold a grander theory. If the re- 
eords of God's work in the infantile period of 
the world are applied to us, all will go over. It 
is a gigantic lie that men were created and then 
fell; thatin Adam and Eve the human race fell. 
The system of the Old Testament is notthe sys- 
tem for to-day." There is nothing very won- 
deiful in Mr. Beecher’s holding such senti- 
ments, or eveninhis preaching them. He is 
nothing if not sensational. and besides, his 
worldly conduct has given assurance of broader 
ideas than recognized in the narrow pale of the 
orthodox church. But it is notable, and 
Strangely so, that the Immense congregation of 
Christians over which he presides should 
calmly receive and indorse suck unorthodox 
views. Time was, and not so very long ago, 
when Mr. Beecher's clerical ancestors would 
hav willingly stretched a rope for any heathen 
who whispsred them in private, much less than 
giving them tongue in Piymouth pulpit. Surely 
it old Lyman’s corpse could hear them he 
would shudder in his grave. Cant be that the 
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&ospelot Bob Ingersoil is to become the new 
dispensation of the age in which we liv? When 
pulpits capitulate there is surely cause for 
alarm. Are Darwin and Huxley to usurp the 
niches of the salats? Verlly, as far as Mr. 
Beecher's congregation ig concerned, it is not 
at all unlikely, Truth, 
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| Events of the Week. 


Tuys recently completed census givs Chicago 
& population of 501.979. 

A maw in Hartford, Ct, was recently struck 
by lightning through a telephone. . 

Tuer protracted drouth has caused a water 
famine in some of the Virginia cities. 

Tyg French government has amnestied all 
but about a dezen of the Communists. 

Many of the exiled French Jesuits hav arrived 
in Canada, where they intend to settle. 

Two men were killed by the ditching af a rail- 
road train near Whitehall, IIl.. on the 10th. 

' A PARTY of Arizona minera recently lynobed 
aman who, in a quarrel, had shot his sweet- 
heart. 

GEN. Weaver, the Greenback candidate for 
President, has gone South, where he will stump 
for himself. 

A FonzstT fire at Riverhead, Long Island, last 
week destroyed twelve hundred acres of valu- 
able timber. 

FrrTEZN residents of Lindsay, Ont., hav been 
arrested for attempting to tar and feather a 
wite-beater. , 

TEE bodies of several other victims bay been 
taken from the wreck of the ill-fated steamer 
Narragansett. 

AN elevator, contalning between sixty and 
seventy thousand bushels of rain, was burnt 
at Chicago a few duys ago. 

Owrna tothe everflow of mountain streams, 
the Hoosac tunnel was recently flooded with 
elx feet of water. 

Dr. TANNER, the fasting man, still holds out, 
with no signs of failure. He has eaten nothing 
since the 27th of June, 

A sorter exploded in an iron mill at Pitts- 
burgh, Pa,, on the joth, killing two men and de- 
stroying part of the mill. 

Muxican presidential election returns show 
that Gen. Gonzales is far ahead of all competi- 
tors, and is without doubt elected. 

BALTIMOREAN recently poured vitrol into 
the eyes: f his sleeping wife, His only reason 
for the act was that he disliked her. 

A MONSTER Catamaran, or double-hulled 
ferry boat, two hundred feet in length, was 
launched at Nyack, N. Y., last week, . 

Last week atimber raft, with forty persons . 
on board, was dashed to pieces in the rapids of 
the river Dnieper, Russia, and all perished. 

A panty of’’nature’s noblemen” tarred and 
feathered a woman at Windsor, Vt., recently. 
Her crime consisted in having been led astray. 


Four negro murderers were hanged on the 
sth—one at Cincinnati, one at Charleston, S. O , 
one at Goidsboro, N, O., and one at Augusta, 
Ga. 

WHILE descending the Lachine Rapids on a 
raft recentiy three men were drowned and the 
survivors badly bruised by being drawn into a 
vortex. : 

A DUEL was fought near Camden, 8. O., a few 
days ago, between Col. Shannon and Col. Cash, 
in which the former was instantly killed at the 
first fire. 

AT Union Hill. N.J.. & German sixty-three 
years of age recently killed his aged wife, and 
then committed suicide by shooting himself 
through the head. 

A portion of Waterloo, Iowa, was flooded on 
the 12th by a heavy rain storm.* Several build- 
ings were swept from their foundations, and 
three persons were drowned. 


A BIX-HORSESWagOn load of excursionists was 
upset near the Half-way House in the White 
Mountains, N. H., on the 12th. One lady was 
killed and dve others injured, This is said to 
be the first accident that ever occurred on tha 
road. 

Taz heat in this city during the past week has 
been intense, and the number of deaths from it 
is appalling. The deaths of seventy-six chil- 
drea from heat. besides Many grown persons, 
were reported for the twenty-four hour& ending 
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Prof. J. H. W. Toohey on Our New Work: 


Tue Gops AND RELIGIONS OF ANCIENT AND Mop- 
ERN Times. -By D. M. Bennett. In two vol- 
umes. Volume I. New York Liberal and 

& Scientific Publishing House. 1880. 


Custom may still be the drill-sergeant of society, 


as Bacon said it was.in his day, and the usages of | 
custom may still keep watch over the conventional; 


regulations of church and. state, nevertheless the 
activities of the intellect and the evolutions of 
thought will make those very regulations minister 
to the growth of intelligence and the practicalities 
of reform. The penitentiary may confine the body, 
but it does not control the mind; on the contrary, 
from a law of mentality, it becomes the nursery of 
thought and the home of most heroic resolves. 

This has “many a time and oft" been said in 
story and sung in song, but the presence of 835 
pages of thoughtfully prepared and carefully con- 
structed argument is most convincing proof. - At 
any time within the history of printing the presence 
of such a work, with much less letter-press accuracy 
and book-making finish, would be an-event of sig- 
nificant import as honorable to art and enterprise 
as the contents are worthy of the thinker and the 
occasion. -The work has an additional claim, how- 
ever, on the student looking for ‘the last analysis, 
and that should not be lost sight of. It belongs to 
the authorship rather than the printing of the book, 
and is thus stated in the preface: “The work has 
been written under some disadvantages—in prison 
and in the hospital belonging thereto, surrounded 
by sick and dying men of various nationalities, 
colors, and crimes ; sometimes. twenty of us in a 
single room, and a portion of the time when my 
own health was so much impaired as to. unfit me 
for writing." 

Such conditions, it may be acknowledged without 
offense to the unfortunate inmates of the prison, 
were poor preparativs, if not bad qualities, for so 
large and laborious an undertaking, particularly 
when the writer is constrained to add, “ I hav not 
had by me many works I would gladly hav con- 
sulted.” Naturally enough, the author expects the 
“reader will make due allowance for such imperfec- 
tion as he may observe.” 

This, under the commonest considerations of 
authorship, would only be the exercise of a courtesy 
by the reader due to a well-known author; but the 
circumstances attending the composition of this 
volume are so marked and peculiar as to call for the 
exercise of more than common civility, since the 
sufferings of Mr. Bennett in prison, as well as his 
persecutions for editing an anti-ecclesiastical paper 
and selling a critical pamphlet on marriage, hav 
been of such a character as to zppeal to the kindlier 
sympathies of all who know them. ‘To restate them 
here is unnecessary, as they are well known and 
appreciated by the readers of Tux Truru SEEKER, 
but the following descriptiv analysis of the stages 
of those persecutions may be worth remembering, 
particularly in the light of more recent attacks on 
his character, for what Byron wrote of his suffering 
is here and now as fully appropriate. He says: 


“Hear me, my mother earth! Behold it heaven! 

Hav Í not suffered things to be forgiven? 

Nev I not had my brain seared, wy heart ziven, 

Hopes sepped, name blighted, Jife’s life lied away ? 

Aud only not to desperation driven 

Recau:é not altogether of such clay 

Ag. , P 
But the closing reflection can be dispensed with, as 
it is not worthy of the reformer. 

Personal considerations apart, the very presence 
of this volume recalls the memories of very many 
men whose writings hav enriched the literature of 
the world, while the authors were the victims of 
persecution or the inmates of government prisons. 
Individuals, like Hamlet’s father, hav occasionally 
failed to write much while in their prison homes, 
but Mr. Bennett has been more fortunate. Few 
persons hav written more,under the circumstances, 
though each and all hav contributed to the litera- 
ture of the times. Even religionists hav improved 
the occasion to gain advantage by their publica- 
tions, and “the visions of the revelator,” as well as 
the fancies of the allegorist, hav been pressed into 
‘the service of forming and reforming the thcught of 
the age and the ages. From the times of St. John 
. and St. Bunyan to those of Thomas Paine and 
: D. M. Bennett, the necessities of the reformer hav 
been the same. In'a more secular sense, the ever- 
returning criticiems of the patriot, the enlightened 
statesman, the heroic poet, and the social revolu- 
tionist hav all aided in exposing the barbarities of 
custom and the cruelties of law while in many cases 
the authors were confined in the common jail or the 
more aristocratic bastile. Representativ men and 
noble women they were, but, nevertheless, men and 
women marked by their limitations as well as their 
aspirations and attainments. Their characteristics 


‘are known, and appreciated accordingly, for the 
wrongs they suffered, as well as the labors for which 
they toiled, went hand in hand with their integrity 
to delegated trusts, building up 
confidence of mankind, 


the most racred 
A truly catholic union of 
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heroic men and noble women! ‘Toilers whose liv-' 
ing and dying pleas for humanity hav made the 
literature of the warld emotional, its philosophy 
fraternal, and its rallying cries for all coming time 
progressiv! ; . 
Thanks to the wealth of nature, their presence 
has been recognized and the beneficence of their 
ministrations acknowledged in all times and climes. 
Their prominence.in history, like the mountains in 
"Space, enables them to catch the first glimpse of the 
| incoming day and reflect its glories when gathering 


darkness obscures the visions of smaller men. Even 
Christians, with an “Almighty God,” a “special 
providence,”,and “ a peculiar people,” are deeply in- 
debted to this vitalizing impulse of reforming 
thought for new life with an improving moralism 
and a triumphant science. No doubt extremes of 
‘character hav met and mingled in this fraternity 
of effort, and men far removed from the likings of 
each other by nationality, education, and personal 
policies, like Voltaire and Cobbett, hav united in 
| criticising the governments of their day—condemn- 
ing a civilization that knew no better way of re- 
warding the friends of the people and the reformers 
of old abusés than to confine them in filthy prisons 
or hang them upon * the felon's tree." 

The significant truth underlying these general 
statements is in condemnation of the common policy 
of relying upon the prison punishments of time and 
the prominent tortures of eternity for the suppres- 
sion of original thought and the support of common- 
| place. Experience many times repeated has demon- 
strated this folly to be as short-sighted in the light 
of history as it is “ heartless” and vindictiv in the 
hour of trial, the: condemnation of which is always 


intensified in proportion as the sufferings of the 
prisoner are unmerited and the punishment severe. 
If this intensified criticism does not appear in the 
present writings of Mr. Bennett, that fact does not 
lessen the righteousness of the judgment nor destroy 
the logic of the argument, for exceptional circum- 
stances brought the author within the circle where, 
“ two noble women” were permitted to minister to 
his needs and help him as they had helped others to 
make the most and the best of hospital life. AU 
honor to them! May they liv long to do likewise, 
and more abundantly should it be necessary! But 
even that, and al} that, will only prove the benefits 
of a more humane aud a less rigorous system of 
prison disciplin, ignoring the short-sighted policy 
of mere sectarian legislation. The lovers of prison 
disciplin will be slow, no doubt, in drawing that 
conclusion, but they may improve their senses, if 


they do not alter their practice, by reflecting that if 
| D. M. Bennett could and did so utilize his talents 
in the Albany Penitentiary as to write a two-vol- 
ume work of more than average merit and ability 
in such a place, amid such surroundings and associ- 
ations, the larger part of the so-called “dangerous 
classes” might be mproved if helped in the right 


direction before or after conventional law made 
them criminal. But that, in all probability, would 
look too much like reforming the system, and that 
will not be thought of solong as publie and eccle- 
siastical opinion agree in supporting “the insolvence 


'| of office” and “the laws of delay,” nevertheless the 


protests of the reformer 


AT sways the future. 
Behind the dread unknown 
Liva the ever-present Nemesis: 
_Keeping watch above her Own;” 


and Christian governments no more than private 
individuals, will escape the consequences of wrong- 
doing, though the presiding divinity is supposed to 
be feminin and of “ heachen” origin. 

A new class of thinkers, however, hav come to 
the front, and. they. may, all in good time, improve 
upon the experiences of “the priesthood.” Old 
things are fast passing away, making room for new 
measures and better men. The difference between 
the two—and the distance separating the old from 
the new—will depend upon the amount, as well as 
the kind, of education “given to the people,” and 
the willingness of the so-called “ wealthy classes? 
to comply with the requirements of justice and con- 
form to some standard essential to individual and 
national honor. The new thinkers are now known 
as astronomers, ethnologists, geologists, chemists, 
anatomists, physiologists, phrenologists, anthropol- 
ogists, and other qualified naturalists. They are 
the servants of the intellect and the interpreters of 
nature, all of whom rely upon the ministrations of 
time and the reforming power of observation and 
thought for the successful separation of the modern 
from the ancient worshiper. 

These qualifiers of the mind level all false dis- 
tinctions, and logically “lay the shepherd’s crook 
beside the scepter.” They demand obedience, and 
compel even ministers of the gospel to publish the 
(truth. That is doing mach, considering their 
| * kingdom is not of this world ” and their logic the 
jlogie of “a peculiar people.” Nevertheless they 
hav changed, are changing, and will continue to 
[change until they learn that truth is a unit and 
logic no respecter of persons; until they publish 


: and teach the truth about “ the heathen gods" and 


the ancient religions. But here, and.on this point, 
it is best to let the clergy speak for the truth-loving 
spirit of “the order.” Here is the opening sentence 
of the Rev. J. B. Gross, in introducing his view of 
“the heathen religion.” He writes, “ Perhaps on. 


! no subject’ within the ample range of human knowl- 


edge hav so many fallacious ideas been propagated 
as upon that of the gods-and the worship of heathen 
antiquity ;” and he accounts for this barbarism in 
theology by adding that “nothing but a shameful 
ignorance and pitiable prejudice, or the most con- 
temptible pride . .. could thus hav misrepre- 
sented the theology of heathenism and distorted— 
này, caricatured—its forms of religious worship." 

This is forcible, and; if it stood alone, the reader 
might question its truthfulness, notwithstanding its 
ministerial origin, so the following is added. It is 
the testimony of Max Müller, a witness so kindly 
disposed to the truth that even Mr. Bennett quotes 
him. He says: “No judge, if he had "before him : 
the worst of criminals, would treat him as most 
historians and theologians hav treated the religions 
of the world. And this is not done by 
accident, but with a set purpose; nay, with some- 
thing of that artificial sense of duty which stimu- 
lates the council on the other side to see nothing 
but an angel in the plaintiff. The result has been, 
and it could not be otherwise, a complete miscai- 
riage of justice and an utter misapprehension of 
the real character and purpose of the ancient relig- 
ions of mankind? (Science of Religion, Fourth 
Lecture). 

Before and since 1856 and 1870, when these 
acknowledgments were given to the public, the 
secular scholarship of Europe and America had been 


activ in correcting the misrepresentations of the 


clergy, and the equally misleading, but more hon- 
est, blunders of their religious sympathizers. The 
fundamental principles of such writers as the Jes- 
uit Kircher, Dupuis, Godfrey Higgins, Benjamin: 
Constant, O’Brien, Jonathan Dancan, W. R. 
Mackay, and S. F. Dunlap had been ‘generalized 
into the more popular literature of the day by the 
essayist and the reviewer, while religious and anti- 
religious authors like the Rev. Henry Christmas 
and the ex-Rev. Robert Taylor gave the pros and 
cons of their polemical picture. Later, the natural- 
istic and scientific school of Dr. S. G. Morton, Nott, 
Gliddon, Agassiz, Lyell, Lubbock, Buckle, and 
Draper came to the front to continue the correction 
of the clergy and the religious press, and point out 
for nearly the first time to an English-reading pub- 
lic the eminent importance of pre-historic studies. 
"The essential outlook of these authors is revolution- 
ary, and is well stated by Carl Vogt when he says: 
“The opening of a single grave containing a well- 
preserved skeleton, arms, and ornaments affords 
more information as regards the physical and men- 
tal condition of the people to whom the exhumed 
belonged than ten authors of antiquity who may 
hav described that people. It is only by degrees 
that we hav been led to search for a proper basis on 
which to found the science of men” (Lectures, ete., 
London, 1864, pp. 5, 6). 

This brief statement about the growth and apph- 
cation of secular scholarship to the religions of the 
world will enable the reader to understand the rea- 
son why the clergy were complained of by Max. 
Müller and other qualified critics, so late as 1870, 
and prepare the way for a better appreciation of 
Mr. Bennett’s “Introduction,” as he therein recog- 
nizes the services of this class of industrious stu- 
dents and distinguished thinkers, by reproducing 
their fundamental conclusions regarding the begin- 
ning of life and the conditions attending the devel- 
opment of mind, when man first became a wor- 
shiper and the maker of gods. The fundamental 
position is forcibly stated by Professor Steffens, 
when he says, “ Man is wholly a product from the 
hands of nature. Only in his being this wholly, 
not partly, but wholly, do we confess that in ‘him 
nature centers all her mysteries. And so it became 
plain to me that natural science is bringing a new 
element into history, which is to become the basis 
of all knowledge of our race. History and nature 
must be in perfect concord, for they are really one. 
Nature’s highest and completest manifestations are 
in the deeds of history” (‘The Story of my. Career: 
Boston edition, 1863, p. 100). 

' Scholarly analysis, biblical research, and Buddh- 
istic erudition hav thus far united to correct the 
ignorance and chastise the insolence of Christendom, 
in making known the.rich trains of thought, subtle 
reasoning, far reaching fancies, and singular analo- 
gies that enter into the “ learning,” scholarship, tra- 
ditions, and superstitions of the. East, all of which 
reflect the conceits of its spiritualism, the refinements 
of its metaphysics, and the poetic delicacy. of its 
mysticism. Out of this storehouse of mental 
wealth and perplexing assumption the student of to- 
day has drawn those humanizing conclusions which 
help Mr. Bennett in his effort to popularize the na- 
ture, habits, and characteristics of the gods, And 
this, it should be understood, is not done for the ex- 
clusiv benefit of the Christian, though the contrast 
and resemblance of the religious usages of Christian 
and non:christian nations hav been made prominent, 
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No! There is à far more general purpose and a much 
higher motiv, both of which will enable the reader 
to find in it the generous and liberal spirit of the 
educator, rather than the mere personal conceits of 
the skeptic and the fault-finder. . . 
This last consideration is wholly in the favor of . 
Mr. Bennett's conception of the work to be done, 
whatever of imperfection may appear in the execu- 
tion. .The outlook of the book is comprehensiv, 
full of. desirable information and circumstantial 
knowledge ; a discriminativ rather than a mere 
critical spirit.guiding the pen and. humanizing its 
pictures and conclusions. . The theory of the book— 
if it has one—is made to. conform to the logic of 
events and the larger scholarship of thoughtful and 
serious-minded men and women who hav written 
upon the same points. The composition is therefore 
essentially historic and descriptiv and the language 
easy and flowing. Realistic. rather than romantic, 
Mr. Bennett appears as ready as willing to correct 
the disfigurements which sectarianism and missionary 
zeal hav added to the peculiarities of the Eastern 
worshiper; and in dealing. with their gods he is 
earnest without being irreverent, and shows an 
appreciativ spirit for the more human and ennobling 
characteristics of the lesser as well as the larger is to the scientific explorer, as they hav already 
celestials. . | furnished the necessary evidence that givs to Amer- 
That long and argumentativ extracts of a bolder ica pre-eminence in biologic discovery, changing the 
and a more radical character enter into the make-up ` doctrin of evolution from a theory to a science. 
of the work is its merit rather than its fault,; This was the acknowledgment of Prof. Huxley 
considering the authority for the .same is generally | when lecturing in this country, and it is fast becom- 
supported by a well-earned reputation for scholar-| ing the conviction of all who find the time to learn 
ship and a large familiarity with the mythologies that “this region has furnished twelve distinct 
of the East or the biblical mystifications of the species.of the horse, ranging from the size of a New- 
West. It is therefore a credit to the work and a foundland dog to that of the largest horse,” prov- 
modesty in the man that it is so ; and what makes,ing North America to be the true home of the 
the merit all the more noticeable is the fact that the charger, notwithstanding a previous discovery in 
author rarely forgets to giv credit where credit is South America by Darwin. , 
due—two good points in the interest of fair-dealing| The scientific value of these and kindred facts hav 


not always appreciated by men and women in love, been before the American public since 1872, but 


with themselvs and notoriety. Had the name of the‘ their full importance has not been sufficiently 


book and the page or pages from which the extracts insisted upon. “The conspiracy of silence” that 
had been taken also been given, the readers would keeps back the growth and influence of geologic and 
hav been helped and the authors fully satisfied. prehistoric truth, that ecclesiasticigm may continue 

The dedication of the work to “two noble to liv, is still powerful; but a more rigorous survey 
women,” shows the promptness with which the and a better classification of the phenomena of “ the 
author returns kindness for kindness and the supe- bad lands " must sooner or later explain the prehis- 
riority of the writer to the enforced humiliations of , toric conditions of the far West, and giv the samet 
the hour. True, he had many and illustrious exam- kind of convincing.evidence for the origin and de- 


geological evidence to make it theoretically true, 
that “it is quite as likely that the Asiatic man may 
be derived from America as the reverse, or that 
both may hav had a common origin in places now 
covered by the sea."* l 

To the same reformatory conelusion tends the 
brief but graphic picture of Madame Michelet on 
pages 32 and 33, and the representation might hav 
been enlarged without marring the rich variety of 
the scene, or exhausting the scientific suggestivness 
of the locality, Brief, however, as is her description 
of these “ Mauvaises Terres” (or bad lands), as 
théy are commonly named, the significance of the 
fact and the wonderfulness of the accompanying 
phenomena are obvious, as soon as the essential detail 
is known and appreciated. Their presence is ac- 
knowledged, and western Nebraska is known to be 
the locale of this enchanted ground; and yet the 
non-professional reader may smile at the scientific 
importance attached to them; so little is known of 
the sources and resources of geological.and biologi- 
cal wealth in the country. Madame Michelet will 
be pardoned, however, if she taxes the credulity of 
the reader, when it is once known that these so-called 
“bad lands," hav become more than a land of prom- 


ples in paying this deference to woman, and may |velopment of the man family on this continent that 
has already appeared for the beginnings and perfec- 


be charged with following the lead of such men as 
Henry Thomas Buckle, who dedicated “ History of tion of the horse. 
Civilization? to his mother;‘of John Stuart Mill, 
who so feelingly gave the credit of his work “ On 
Liberty,” to his wife ; of Earnest. Renan, who so 
tenderly dedicated his “Life of Jesus” “to the second volume. 
pure spirit of his sister ;” of Theodore Parker, who, 
so reverently associates the name and ministrations 


others, who in one r of, the statements must pass for the pre:ent ss merely sug: 

vans but the ee Ue DAT Medeae gestiv ; at the same time the followiug report from the 
An; novuceas:e feature 1n Mr. Dennett 8| Boston Merald may interest the "curious" as well as the 

case is that he subordinates consanguinity to hu-|critical: - 

manity, and makes the memory of his sufferings 

minister to the worth of “two noble women," who| «In his lectures cn the comparativ anatomy of man, 

in the hour of sickness and sorrow sympathized with | Prot. Fowler shows that unti] recently two views were held 

him as a human being. His dedication is, therefore, = ken peopling of Ee continent, First, thatthe people 

as manly asit is just in principle and generous in|9f, America were indigenous, created ia the couatry iu 

sentiment, and teaches a lesson which all true Lib- which they lived and, therefore, not related to those of 


: : s ord any other land, This view is not generally, if at all, held 
er als will delight to own and imitate. . | by scientific men of the present day. Second, that the in- 
The “Introduction” is one of the most instructiv | habitants of América were descended from an Asiatic race, 


parts of the work. Its detailof the phenomena that | 8nd had in comparativly recent time, passed into America 
enter into the formation of the earth, the growth by way ot Behring stra ts, and thence: epread gradually ov. r 


f ft h ; . | the whole continent as far às Cape Horn." The discovery of 
of vegetation, the formation of coal, and the begin- the great antiquity of the human race in A.meric:, as well 
nings of life is not the detail of the chemist, the | os in the cld world, has led to an important modifieatio of 


geologist, or the biologist, but it is such às enables thero ap viri Toe bd he very bigh pak dudy of the 
H 3 oe : è race in mericarésts upon e high and indepéudent state 
him to generalize on the ministrations of time, and p Anc ARCSUSUOODS SU 


d : heal í h AREE of civilization sttained by the Mexicans and Peruvians at 
emonstrate the slow growth and vast antiquity of| the time of the Spanish curquest, and the evidence that 
the planet. The circumstantial and methcdical| that civilization had been preceded by other stages of cu*- 


proof submitted, and extracted from the writings of | ture, following in succession through a great stretch of time; 
Professor Draper, must prove instruetiv to those not | Put the antiquity of the quasi historical period thus brought 
already familiar with the richness of his diction and out is entirely thrown iuio the shade bv the evidence now 


A É 3 accumulating from various parts of the Uaited States, Cen 
the comprehensivness of his reasoning ; but even|tral America, and the Pampas that man existed in those 
these will find new significance in reading them | countries under the same Conditions of life, using precisely 
again, as the argument is both novel and convincing the same weapons and tools as in Earops during ihe pei 
in the interest of the American continent and. peo- tocene period, and perhaps even further back in time. I 


: i the inductions commonly made from these discoveries he 
ple. The full development of the necessary argu- f accepted, and the fact admitted that man lived both in 
ment to demonstrate that America is the old world | Europe and America before the carth bad assumed its 


did not come within the limits of the “Introduc- | Present geographical conformation, the data from which the 


“TRE AMERICAN ABORIGINES. 


tion,” and the subject-matter does not fellowship problem of the peopling of America is to be solved are, 


3 : altogether changed. It is quite as likely that Asiatic raan 
with the after parts of the volume; nevertheless, | may be derived from America as the reverse, or both may 
enough is given to the reader to satisfy the logical) hav had a common origin in places now covered by the 
demands ot the issue so far as it relates to the age of | sea.” 

the earth and the early beginnings of human life on 


this continent. The wonder willbe with most readers, 


t The following extract from a late lecture of Jadge E 
P. West, as reported in the Mirror ef Progress, Juve 5, 


A full consideration of the closing part of the 
| * Introduction? will more appropriately come up for 
examination in connection with the contents of the 
For scientific purposes it would 


T ! * Asa critical justificalión of text woüld require more 
of his wife with his book of * Prayers,” and many , $psce than a review article on-another subjcct will permit 


hav been more in keeping with the order of devel- 
oped life, the growth of history and the improve- 
ments of scholarship, had the analysis commenced 
with the religions of mankind, since it is now 
acknowledged that human and ‘non-human nature 
hav been the authors and finishers of the gods, 
though an honest god is still considered the noblest 
work of man. This change in logical relationship. 
would help the student of comparativ religion to 
account for the make, shape, sex, and other pecul- 
iarities of the god or gods, and make mythology 
and theology branches of anthropology. The out- 
look would then be into geologic, climatic, and 
other localizing considerations—nature and history, 
not metaphysics and “revelation,” being the father. , 
and mother of the gods., The information and 
scholarship with which the “ Introduction ” closes is 
none the less valuable however, and should be 
studied attentivly by all who care to know how. 
naturally men and women taught as a child, spoke 
as children, and understood as “babes in Christ," 
before they learned to “ put away childish things." 
Nearly two-thirds of the volume, or 557 pages, 1s 00- 
cupied with descriptions of the characteristics and oc-. 
cupations of the gods and goddesses. They form an 
assemblage of singular names and queer histories, the 
family being large and its numbers peculiarly indi- 
vidualistic. In their day and way they were im- - 
portant, if not powerful, but now they are remem- 
bered more for what they were than what they are. 
'l'his is considered a mystery by some, and a part of 
“the plan of salvation? by others, but it is none 
the leas a cause of regret to large and “ respect- 
able” circles of priestly men and women. Sympa- 
thy for “fallen greatness” may account for this 
professional lamentation, as “the fall of one” is 
supposed to hav brought chaos back again, notwith- 
standing the “almighty wisdom and power’ of one 
of “the mightiest” of the gods. Here, as else- 
where, like causes produce the same effects, and a 
fall from “reputation,” and a loss in character is 
injurious even to a god. It may be wise or 1t may 
be otherwise, but Zime is notorious for working 
such wonders. and taking such liberties, and bodies 
celestial, who will do things “of the earth earthly,” 
must conform to the consequences. Doubtless there 


‘are good and sufficient reasons for the ‘change, as 


few among the moderns any longer see gods in 
clouds or hear them in the wind. "They even doubt 
the propriety of saying, “the voice of the people is 
the voice of God,” whatever politicians may Insinu- 
ate in its support after their election. Enough of 
the worshipful, however, remains to support the 
pretensions of the oredulous and convince the re- 
formers anew that time is still an essential factor 
in the destruction of the old as in the growth of 
the new, since here and now, in Christendom and 
the nineteenth century as in all past ages, the ignor- 
ant worshiper will persist in making his god as wil- 
ful, impulsiv, passionate, inconsistent, and selfish as 
himself. 


The family of the gods, as presented by Mr. Ben- 
nett, is not as large as it might be, but larg? enough 
for a fair and logical comparison of the character- 
istics of the superior and inferior deities of the 
Hindoos, the Brahmans, the Persians, and Chal- 
deans. Those of Egypt, China, Greece, and Rome 
follow, family relations and.supposed ethnological. 
resemblances supporting the association, the gods 
of the Norsemen and the savages closing the first 
division. The second part of the first branch of 
the celestials commences and ends with a description 
of “the gods of the Semitic races." A little less 
than one hundred pages is occupied with this sur- 
vey, and is by far the fullest and most interesting 
part of the general discussion. The reason assigned _ 
bv Mr. Bennett for making this distinction among . 
the gods is thus stated, and is worthy of a moments. 
consideration. He says, “It was deemed better to 
first treat the gods of polytheism before taking up. 
the Semitié races, some of whom ultimately became 
believers in monotheism ? (p. 503), that is, the same 
ends will be accomplished more directly by depart- 
ing a little from “the chronological order of the 
gods ” than by strictly following the line of historic. 
development. Besides, a more critical consideration 
will *be given to the gods who hav attracted a 
large share of attention iu our own country ” (76). 

For the purposes specified this is a good division 
enough, and may be the means of concentrating a 
large amount of biblical criticism ; but monotheism, 
“pure and simple,” is so much the offspring of 
modern thonght, and was so little known to the 
ancients that any and all attempts to fix upon his- 


that Mr. Bennett could make any further use of the 
common theory of man’s first appearing in central 
Asia when he has so far convinced himself and his 
readers that the geological formations and develop- 
ments of America are older aud possibly much more 
ancient than the kindred phenomena of Europe. The 
logic of these events, and such other evolutionary 
necessities as are known to belong to the beginning 
of life on this planet, enforce the conclusion that the 


family of mau commenced where and when the con- of pottery, stone, and bone implements, ashes, charcoal, 


ditions for that existence are found to hav existed. 
In fact, the conclusion has been suggested more 


than once, and only waits the.further and larger; thing whatever on the surface to indicate their presence," 


1880, wil illustrate the amount and hind or evidence the 
great far West will giv at no distaut day in support of tbe 
statement that America is the birth-place of *'the primitiv 
man,” and the triaJ-zround for his first efforts at civil zation, | 
Tha Judge says: ' In tne environment ot ‘he cor fluence of 
Clear Creck, Mud Creek, and Cottonwood, iu the vicinity of 
Marion Centre, there 1s evidence of three distinct races, 
which preceded our present civilization. — Evicence of the 
most recent (kind?) is to be found ın the burial places of our 
modern Indians; next, a hundred or more of low mounds, 
or burrows containing human remains, such as fragments 


toric theism outside of Christianity has failed, and , 
what that amounts to is now under discussion. The 
assumption of Christendom that a “revelation” 
was given to a ‘peculiar people,” and the worsbip | 
of “the one, only true, and ever present God," 
established for all time, has defeated itself by its 
conflict of creeds and the antagonism of its churches. 
Besides, recent archeological discoveries justify the 
conclusion that “the time has passed in which we 
can pretend to aecount for the religious and philo- 
sophie systems cf divers peoples by successiv and 
universal borrowings. This was little other than a 
' (facil means of ascending to a pretended primiti 


burnt Cl&^v. stone pipes, aud human bores, testify to a 
grest aut quity; end evidence of the remaluing and most 
ancient rece 18 to be found in human remains without any- 


b 


. tions are given to show that “no phenomena is 


: of the confederate tribes of Israel.” The same 


559 


The Truth Seeker, Tuly 17, 1880. 


revelation. This is the testimony of Jules Loury, | and pictures, and hav many other eugagements, besides the 


whose argument culminates in acknowledging that 
“a contrary doctrin has gained the day in science,” | 
and that “there are three distinct gods in the Bible, 
<.>. . El Baal, Molech, and Jehovah being fre- 
quently confounded one with another." Illustra- 


more common in the history-of religions than the 
appearance of new gods which dethrone the old. 
Thus among the Hindoos and the Greeks Varuna, 
fades gradually before Indra, Ouranos before Zeus. 
But if the old divinities no longer govern, they 
always reign. The god El, whose name we find 
everywhere in the Bible, especially in the poetic 
books, did not disappear before Jah, nor before the 
other gods or Elohim of the Semitic pantheon, but 
he is no longer the national god, the tutelar divinity 


international polytheism has been found in all the 
branchés of the Semitic family, and “the venera- 
tion for EI-Il, Elohim, Baal, Azer, Meloch, Adon, 
Jah, Jehu, Jaho, and Jahve which was shown by the 
Hebrews, was not perceptivly discordant with that 
entertained by other Shemitic races." This is the, 
conclusion of Dr. Thomas Inman, of London, after | 
a protracted and scholarly study of the “ancient, 
faiths,” and the excessiv veneration he found be-| 
stowed upon the superior representativs of the poly-| 
theistic temples, groves, and altar places continued 
to characterize the emotional worshiper and devout! 


i 


Jew so late as the New Testament times, Even: 


Jesus is reported to hav called upon “ Eli, Eli” in: 


bis dying agonies, and “some” of the people not 

understanding his language or his thought, sup- 

posed him calling for Elias (Matt. xxvii, 46, 47). 
[CONCLUDED NEXT WEEX.] 


[From the Boston Investigator.] 


Phrenology. 


OUTLINES or PHRENOLOGY. by F. E. Aspinwall, M.D. 
Published by D. M. Bennett, New York. 

This is a neat and modest volume of 105 pages, and 
makes a comprehensiv outline of that part of mental phi- 
losophy known as phrenology. It ia just the handy book 
needed by all who deske to learn something of the elementa i 
of that very interesting and instructiv science, and who hav 
not the time to giv to more extensiv works on the subject; 
and it is especially adapted to the use of the practical ' 
phrenologist, or those intending to become such, 

From the preface to the last ‘ thought about marriage.” 
in the appendix may be found many words of wisdom, and 
‘ita perusal cannot fail to benefit all who wish to know them- 
selve—as well as their neighbors—and what faculties re- 
quire restraint or cultivation, what their abilities or adapta 
tion to pursuits of business, according to the laws of phre- 


nology. Susan H. Wixon, 
Fall Riv:r, Mass , June 12, 1880. 


Concerning the Brussels Congress. 


Without needlessly intruding my private affairs, it seems: 
fit to say a word on my connection with the delegation to 
the Brussels Congress of Freethinkers. I was addressed by 
the Committee at Brussels and requested to act, and feeling 
it te be a good work, hav done ali that was possible in the 
oave, offered to go in the event of no one else attending 
who could and would do the work of a delegate in ably 
representing the condition and prospccts of Freethinkers in - 
the United States, As yet no one capable of doing that 
work has consented to go, although I hav written to each 
so-called leader, from Ingersoll through along list, The 
answers are similar to those in the famous weddiag reported 
in the gospels, where every invited guest had an excuse. I 
had no power to force any one to go, but 1 hav made up 
the number to ten by persistent effort, even if Mr, Froth- 
ingham declines to serve, for there are several Liberals who 
hav lately gone to Europe who will count one at least if 
wanted. The literary element has been appealed to, and, 
80 far, with few results that are practically useful. So few 
know what to write for such an occasion, I receive MS. 
enough to edit a daily paper, but containing scarcely one 
per cent of materials for a paper on any one of the topica 
set down in the Brussels program. ‘The great leaders" 
again in this matter tendered iheir excuses. Some had 
quarrels to take care of, others had— well, I hav no time to 
repeat such items, but the friends of the cause may demand 
them some day. It is not rational to expect that a “Liberal 
leader," no matter what role he leads in, as writer, speaker, i 
or what else, can keep the respect and confidence of the 
Liberal public without some sacrifice in the cause that is! 
free from a personal color. Perhaps the cause is too new, 
for much heroism of this kind. f ' 

And now my position. My offer to go was conditional. [ 
The offer has been indorsed by over 150 Leagues aud 198 
other Liberal societies, and been snubbed by one wooden- | 
nutmegy leaving a respectable majority in my favor. Mr. 


| 


. Bennett has as many, or more, some preferring his name to 


mine, President Wright and some others think tbe time 
and money could be better used on this side the ocean. 
Their words may prove true, but just now the Brussels 


` Congress seems to me a good thing for the general cause of 


Liberalism. | 

That my friends may judge of my personal interest in the 
case, I cffera few words of advice, as the business men 
say. lam busy with tbe illustrations for three important 
books (including the one on the Evyptian® obelisk), am edit- 
ing and illustrating a new Bible dictionary for the largest 
f/&bolio publishing house in the country, furnishing text 


; free and generous according to their means, are so far very 


child's organization than he has that of a craying for intox- 
icating drink or any other brutalizing, degrading appetite. 
Remember, ther, O fathers and mothers, and be temperate, 
lest your sins be visited upon your children, even to the 
tenth generation. Ww 
The first, best, and highest right of a child is that it shall 
be born well—born pure and clean, mentally and physi- 
cally. If bad seed is sown, good fruit cannot be the in- 
crease, And when you hav given your child its true and 
legitimate inheritance of s sound mind in a-healthy body, 
the next step is to teach by precept.and example the little 
ones, as early as practicable, to be pure.in thought and 
deed. Teach them physiology as the most important of all 
sciences; sexual physiology, as well as that of other organs 
and their functions. Make the study of their bodies so 
plain and simple to their understanding that they shall 
know themselos, Be as explicit in your teachings coxcern- 
ing their organs as you are about those of the plants and 
flowers you show them how to analyze in their botanical 
researches, Why should there be any more obscenity con- 
nected with the idea of male and female organs in ourselvs 
Promised. than in those of the plants we dissect and explain to our 


T fux Sir: Lthink children? We show them the stamens, the pistil, the 
To rig omen oy Tum TRUTH Bmekmx, iin j iiti anthers, the stigma, the pollen, and the ovary, and tell them 
hor La popa ed ee ue nd i eM the nature and uses of each part, and never connect an We 
camp-mecting that has ere been held in Tinos, devetng | PUS en OF thought WE th Spor and animis, o 
chee ar king te et eae, ated oof Re] pave stock, et, bat when we reach aiepontar, the most 
eoe NM EA : í : important study of all, there is a sudden blank, a reac 
establishing the practicability of pad pecie camp- wali of oblivion, that veils and hides the great and mysteri- 
ES EEE on E pn neiple ofa broad Fu pa ee open | ous science of sciencés. Few dare lift the veil and look at 
to e pama pie Veil Ga de un MEME what is hidden behind; and if now and then one does take 
£00 E eee eh whole-countey. they excost me a devote | è furtiv, sly peep, he is careful never to let it be known; he 
vi bud ab n wriue dua Pests A na meeting and does not tell a starving, ignorant, and diseased world i the 
the many excellent ipeschea enunciated, for the various glories that might be won by boldly entering into wi exs 
: y 3 p for th , id plaining this ungleaned field of nidden facts, Not till we 
Hr papers oa a sedi "p e Tin bo tear down this wall and throw aside the veil of false prudery 
ie Mr ae Fabilege of pouce: at hame iid mora and sifacted modesty and let in the clear light or = ay Rer 
than twenty addresses delivered during the Belvidere Camp- a ie recess will real purity fiad an abid- 
oe een ies eras gs e Anis Dairkuess and secrecy belong Meo Lapi and eee 
a é De: . ed past, Open lives, open words, open doors, and open 
hier sac. Rund b t ipei litri windows are the demands of civilization, culture, and 
The Belvidere meeting, in all its distinctiv features, was an posa more light, and still mere, ia the cry of this 
entire success, and those who attended it expressed them- age. Not the rushlight of the pest, nor the tallow dip, ncr 
selvs well repaid for the time, trouble, and expense of| ^; à : s bat th ät 
; : ; oil lamps, nor gas lights will now answer, bu e gre 
phon eiui E E dee pss da of the | bl: zing calcium light, and Edison's electri light, that almost 
; - ' | rivals in brilliancy even the sun itself. . ; . 
Mete etit e eat qr cet epi eR |. rey sere siley withthe myatiosl grip anb enigmati- 
ing The attendance was ik 80 large as I could hav cd cal password and private meetings is Uy Every Nis x 
it to be but during a portion of the time there was about a den thing that will aot den d Vp M SAN qos Ed 
: i influence of the light of kaowledge and science is doomed. 
thonsand Porcong an greci e ean were plenty < The dark and hidden cloister of the convent, tho vile dens 
Fein uu dud um pci Bade ^ Mn nea ini of social iniquity, the damp and moldy cellars where vice 
mura Serena to publish this in order to save me ipo |*^d crime slink r ie a a er 
; marble palaces an ingly halls where gold, tither, an 
trouble he SEPE aoe a SI "i did us honora created tyrants and oppressors, who liv by spoiling 
a Caleb Gite oe s paar a am mis esce others, shall one and all giv up their secrets to the world, 
S EIE ea ana pre who are interested in beater beneath the searching lighta of an ever growing and Sy € 
ing the fib of auxiliary Liberal Leagues in the state of ee or Mor te Ades ba is PN 
Pinole QU mater which ens has been most lamentably good Pevinethean god still burna in the heart of all reform - 
Le dealers gang ia Amplis gel ari padre err, and it will continue to glow and burn till the last trace 
Dete aan TER EA and the 15h of Meister of sensual passion, of intemperate sexuality, is burned out 
somewhere in the vicinity of Geneva Lake, Wis., and if [| f the race, and love, pure and clean, reigns queen of a re. 
do I hope everybody will come and that none will stay | deemed world. ' 
through a fear of discord on account of the diversity of 
sentiment entertained. by the vsrious speakers engaged for 
the occasion. And, the weather proving favorable, 1 promis 
all who come an enjoyable time long to be remembered. 
These camp-meetings are calculated to do an untold 
amount of good to. our Liberal cause, and all who attend 
them go away vastly better prepared to do battle for the 
cause of universal mental, political, and religious 1 berty, 
Rockford, Ill , July 5, 1880. F. F, FoLLET, 


correspondence for the National Liberal League, avd am 
working from 6 A.M. to 11 P M. daily. It Igo to Brussels 
ihe dictionary will stand still unti] my return, at the pub- 
lisher's, the printer's, and at my loss, Much work will be lost 
to me altogether by my absence, for some publishers cannot 
wait, wishing to hav books ready for the fall season. The 
money sent in so far is not half enough to pay expenses for 
one, and that one, I think, ought to be Mr. Bennett; 80, if 
I go, I must pay my own expenses. Now, if any one sees 
any particular seeking for the honors of a delegate in me, a 
strong case of vision is made apparent. The Leagues are 
to-day 199, but they hav not as yet learned the luxury of 
sacrifice for the general good of the cause. Only a few see 
that source of present happiness, and their offers, though 


moderate. The wealthy, the well to-do, and those who liv 
by the Liberal public, hav not responded. 
EA A, L. Rawson. 


— a . 


Asking too Much.—Another Camp-Meeting 


" " " Now and then a bright 
Celestial radiance giva a pure delight. 
A deathless promis for the ages dim; 
Aud so x hope through all the struggle grim, 
That my great gift may prove a heavenly grace, 
Though now its glory seems but to abase ; 
Still whether it may bioom in fruitage grand, 
Or be & curse I'll not repent my stand. ` 
I did what the eternal right proclaimed, 
And am not, therefore, of the deed asbamed; 
Though to my sight it may in ruin end, 
My conscience ever will the act commend, 


—Pu'nam’s Prometheus, 
——— — — à —-—— — —— 


Olla Podrida, 


Sexual Intemperance.—No. 3. 
BY ELMINA D. SLENKER, 
One of the greatest causes is f sexual intemp:rance ine Is Bro. H. L. G. exactly sure that Truth would support a 
a ee et en oh the aceon E EE ticket such as true reformers could conscienciously work 
95. S 7 nest Liberal could vote for U.S. Grant? 
and need something to lift them up out of themselvs. If ae: Pate iin d him “Tne noblest Roman of un 
the thoughts and intellectual faculties could be interested in n" : 
some pleasing and useful study or though’, such as botany, 3 What next? Well, Bro. Tee Cee Lee, süppose that you 
painting, music, natural philosophy, floriculture, horticul- turn your attention 10 the press of this couatry which 
ce iud Lice sag Us - Sabine Ser Sn has nothing but sneers and cruel taunts for every friend of 
Would be » full of something to do that no time would be ep A AUR Me. Ded. mE , o 
left to be spent in excesses of mere sensual gratification and tnt the Bocial D an crate, and the ‘Labor Rəlormers 
feel a need for unhealthfal and pernicious stimulanta, einst the infernally mean assaults Of o press which never 
Keep brair, as well as handr, at work, and all your feelings T the Mu putes aM 
"will harmonize into a ful’, complete, and perfectly rounded ocak acO BA aUud y eq 
life. : i 2; NE 
; Cannot we have some Union Reform Conventions, such 
. q ew era of sexual purity, the young and s à 
Cate Gone iust begin wit ie adr thought of | asetir the depths at Princeton, iu otker parts of the coun- 
maternity and resolutely repress, control, and govern her- | tty? Let = ara n petora aT 
self by not giving way to or cultivating mere sexual feeling, : uL gegen ear ba Eh fib seal anakaa Lipa ut 
but she must strive for a pure, true friendship toward her | ty! $ à | , 
i - 1 i demn me." Let us amend this so that there 
isband i f a sensual, passionate amativness that | YOU also condemn i : 
epi ndr cia a mere bodily pleasure | Will be no admissions, and make it express exactly what we 
ibat in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred injures both the | mean A s bs Tam trying to engage what you es- 
lth. Cultivate a love that animates, | teem the very best, ; : . 
moe EE d conned: one that stimulates to allj What business had Abbot to meddle with the Hornellaville 
good and im “deeds : that geks the highest good and | Convention? He long since forfeited every right to take 
present happiness of the beloved. Be pure, that your chil- | auy part in such things, and instead of taking paius to deny 


dren may not inherit lustful desires. No parent has any | his statements, he should have been curtly told that the 


more right to fasten a passionate sexual nature upon his lrocia} or any other beliefs of those who were getting up 


The Tenth Berker, Sup 17, 1880. 000 O &58 


do they desire to liv till to-morrow; why not die to-day? 
They certainly take as much pains as Spiritualists do to 
preserve their health and lives here and to ward off and pre- 
vent disease and deatb. Why do so if life is not pleasant? 
Do they not desire continued life here? Then why blame 
Spiritualists for desiring continued life hereafter? They 
say, One world at a time; why not one day at a time and one 
hour at a time, and not think of what lies beyond? . Is this 
science? Ido not think so. I believe in paying full atten- 
tion to this world, to the present dåy, the present hour; but 
it is not prudent or wise to not think of the next hour, the 
next day, or the next world. Nor do I believe in Mr. Spen- 
cer's idea of the ** unknown and unknowable.” That there 
is a great deal unknown in this world is true, bnt that these 
things can never be known I do not believe. Science is the 
key that will unlock all mysteries in the future and in all: 
directions. We shall know sometime, if we do not now, 
whether there is a life beyond the grave or not. š . 

. The point is, Do we know it now? Can our Spiritualists 
prove this one fact to the world to-day? Ithink if thay can 

that they are able to bestow more enjoyment and blessings 

upon the world than all the religion the world now pos- 
sesses can possibly giv. If they hav this beautiful arcara 
will they not hand it out to the millions of longing and 
starving hearts everywhere around us? Everywhere I go 
men and womer ask me, Can you prove the immortality of 
thesoul? Isay No. I believe and desire it myself, but I 
do not know it. Ionly wish I did. Belief proves nothing. 

Old orthodoxy has no proof whatever, not in the slightest 
degree, of continued existence, All is black in that direc- 
tion as Egyptian midnight, and the world is longingly turn- 
ing to Spiritualism for the proof. Shall we be disappointed? 
I have been watching this young child from its infancy up, 

hoping and doubting that it might be able to give tə the 
world this fundamental and all-glorious truth of immortal- 
ity or continued existence. I hav gone through all the 
Spiritualistic literature, and am still reading it.. The child 
is now thirty-two years old, according to its advocates and 
devoteer. Its devotees claim wonderful things from it— 
that our departed friends show them:elvs in innumerable 
instances, so that their friends still in the flesh can feel them, 
see them, and talk with them. Now, I hope this is all true; 
but is it true ? is the question. If so, let us hav the proof. 
The age of belief is fast passingaway. We want the proof ; 
nothing else will satisfy. I know crushed and bleeding 
hearts by the thousands who are thirsting and dying for the 
truth of immortality. Come, brothers and sisters of the 
Spiritualistic faith, if you hav got it giv us this proof, for it 
wili bless our world as no other truth can bless it, and make 
our old world blossom and bloom as the rose, Get your 
debaters ready on both sides; hold your meeting in New 
York, Boston, or Philadelphia, Bring forward your best 
test and materializing mediums. Get your cabinets in good 
order, and all the conditions favorable, and then commence 
the work and continue from day to day until it is fully and 
fairly settled whether Spiritualism has the truth of immor- 
tality or not. Let all go who wish to, and will properly 
conduct themselves, and chárge each one sufficiently to pay 
all expenses, but no more. Do not undertake to make 
money out of the occasion. Hav reporters for THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, the Boston Znvestigator, the Word, and for all other 
Liberal and Spiritualistic papers, for the benefit of those 
who cannot attend. 

Now, would not our de»arted spirit friends help to do this 
great work, to show themselves to the world? And if our 
Spiritualists and departed spirit friends can do this great 
work, bring this proof before the leading minds of the age, 
then old orthodoxy will be buried forever, and the fight be- 
tween Materialists and Spiritualists closed up forever. 

I hav been well pleased to see the discussion going on in 
THE TnuTH SEEKER between the Spiritualists and Mate- 
rialists, but very sorry to see the bitter feeling displayed 
sometimes by the debaters. It seems to me that elefnent is 
everything else but Liberalism. ‘We are all teachers and all 
learners, Let us be, then, as one family, as indeed we are, 
and let not our opinions divide ue, for they prove nothing. 

Brush Creek, Kansas. R. E. LAFETARA. 
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Mrs. Slenker's Request, 


DEAR FREND BENNETT : Outside of our Liberal papers 
I count as first in my estimation of all other publications the 
New York Physiologist, and to-day I promised myself to go 
to work for this paper in good earnest, and do all I can for 
its success and prosperity. I consider health the founda- 
tion of all that is valuable in life, We must study hygiene 
if we wish to be strong, vigoroue, and full of life, There ia 
no help to any aim in life like that of a good periodical 
devoted to the object, and making its regular visits to our 
homes. It is always fresh, new, and inspiring. It tells the 
best way, and keeps all the time nudging us along toward 
it. A book is read and laid away. Advice from a friend 
or neighbor is in one ear and out of the other, but a paper is 
like a fresh running stream, always bringing crystal drops 
from the fountain-head itself, Now, I want all who read. 
thie, and feel a real interest in one of the best movements of 
the age, the regeneration and right generation of men and 
women, to take hold and help sustain the Physiologist. Talk 
for it, write for it, and send money for it. I hav sent out, 
circulated, and lent to friends hundreds of copies of the 
paper ever since its first issue, and it is now in its third vol- 
ume, and without one exception, every one I hav lef, hav it 
pronounced it a good, valuable, and interesting paper. A 
verdict so unanimous as this is rarely bestowed upon any 
periodical, so you may be sure it will not be lost labor or 
lost money to invest in it. I am wondering just now if 
some of my five hundred personal TRUTH SEEKER friends 
will not sit right down and send in a subscription at once on 
my invitation, as a special favor tg EUMINA, 

Snowrille, Va, Tune 81, 1880, 


that meeting were none of his business; that it was no affair 
of his or of the world. By denying the facts alleged in 
such impertinent queries we in fact admit the intolerant’s 
right to question. This weshould never.do. Neither deny 
nor affirm. Give the impudent Paul Pry the rebuke he 
merits, tersely embodied in ‘‘mind your own business,” 

Friends C. A, Marshall and Juliet D. Severance have, in 
Tug TRUTH SEEKER of June 26th, sent the leaden missils of 
truth straight to the heart of hoary wrong. To all med- 
dlers Mrs, Severance would say: ‘‘Attend to. your own 
affairs and we will to ours, but if you cress the boundary | 
lineof individual sovereignty, look out!" If you liv in 
combustible structures do not propel aggregations of Greek 
fire ànd fulminate in our direction. 

In the Bible, kept in the rack provided for that purpose 
upon the wall of the railroad depot of an Illinois city, 1 
found this:. “A loaf of good bread would be more conve- 
nient.—b..A, Ingersoll, lecturer.” 


The Zettung recommends the German and American-born 
citizens of the South who favor the movement to imme- 
diately organize themselves into Auxiliary Liberal Leagues, 
lam confident when our German citizens fully understand 
the movement they will very generally join it. For some 
reason our German citizens are constitutionally lovers of 
liberty, and any cause that has for its object the liberation 
of man is pretty sure to enlist their sympathies. We hav 
no better citizens than our German citizens. 

l H. L. GREEN. 


——e 9—— ———— 


W. S. Bell Still at Work. 


To THE EDITOR OF TRE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: While our 
village is as yet without any organized League, we may 
truly say that the spirit of Liberalism is by no means want- 
ing in this vicinity. ! 

The Fourth of July was celebrated by a Liberal grove- 

Beneath this a zealous Christian has inscribed the feelings Go pida a a V irse gas preity 
aoe a ema bus MNT M inp i esos spect the meeting was an entire success.. Mr. Bell began 

A : f : * his address by reviewing briefly the life and character of 
This piece'of good-natured suggestion was preceded by the Thomas Paine, showing in his clear and forcible manner 
iM remark that “man shall not liv by bread alone," | that to this martyr of slander and falsehood we are indebted 

A nicely framed piece of paper in a Wisconsin barber shop ad det n nS upon which pur republic stands a God- 
bears this legend, “In God we trust, all others cash down.” Mr, Bell is a very earnest and humorous speaker, a clear 
it would be well for the proprietor not to let the account thinker, and one who handles his subject in a manner that 
against the first named individual get too large. carries conviction to his hearers, showing that the argu- 
; Hon. Hendrick B. Wright, of Pennsylvania, than whom | vents are conclusiv 7 : 
no truer, nobler man ever sat in the halls of Congress, in the The lecture was highly spoken of among the audience, 

' course of. a very able speech upon his bill to extend govern- and it may truly be said to be one of Bro, Bell’s best 
ment aid to actual settlers upon the public lands, made the endeavors.. May this Bell be kept ringing Mr Bell is 
astounding assertion that our sea gates should be open to all about the only lecturer that has been among us but good 
who will “worship the God of our fathers.” Then it fol- | results hav always attended his labors. A. E RINGER 
lows the Atheist, and the believer in some other myth than Lyons, N. Y., July 5, 1880 a ' à 
the '' God of our fathers" will not be permitted to make CREUSE UA T> : 

America their home. . Will Mr. Wright please tell us when 

belief became a test of citizenship in this land, or, if it has 
not already, why it should in future ? And does he suppose 
that we Atheists and Infidels, his fellow-Labor-reformers, 
are going to stand upon such a platform as that ? 

An earnest co-worker writes: ‘‘This League is badly 
troubled with whispering Liberals.” They will cry aloud 
some day, when, alas! thé tyrant’s chain shall gnaw the flesh. 
Speak out, comrades of the forlorn hope ! 

Mrs, Mattie Hulett Parry is universally recognized as one 
of the very best speakers in the Liberal lecture field. She 
will be at the Marshalitown Convention and delight the mul- 
titudes there assembled with her burning eloquence and 
brilliant elucidation of the principles of Freethought and 
Liberalism. i 

Come up to the Marshalltown Convention and let us coun- 
sel together, There is much for us to do, and we cannot 
toó soon begin the practical work which lies before us, 

Mrs. Mattie Hulett Parry, Mrs. H, S, Lake, W. F, Jamie- 
son, W. F., Peck, and A. J. Clark will be among those who 
will break the bread of life on that occasion. Let me hear 
from you. Address me at Norway, Benton Co., Iowa. 

E, C, WALKER.. 


— MM —— 


Liberal News Items. 


Bro, E. C. WALEzER, of Norway, Iowa, is a grand repre- 
sentativ of the Liberal League movement of that state. 
His constituents should see to it that his physical wants 
are supplied. It is a little discouraging not to know where 
the material for the next meal is coming from. I know by 
experience. 


Entire Circle of Reform. 


-To TRE EDITOR or Tar TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: No thanks 
to orthodoxy, but thanks to Liberalism that you are out of 
prison and at the head of THE TRUTH SEEKER again. The 
manner of your reception and return to your family and 
numerous friends and to THE TRUTH SEEKER was a glorious 
victory. All hail to so grand a triumph! But we must not 
rest here. I hav hoped to see your paper take the lead of 
all other papers in the world. Willitdoso? It is the 
leader now in one or two directions; will it not take the lead 
in all directions? There is now no one publication in the 
world, so far as I know, that is doing so. I know not how 
it is with others, but in regard to myself I hav to take a 
number of publications advocating different reforms in 
order to get the food I need and must hav. Why can we 
not hav a first-class publication that will allow contributors 
to take up and discuss both sides, or all sides for that mat- 
ter, of all the reforms of the present day, and éll the vital 
and advance questions of the age, whether popular or un- 
| popular. 

Is it not an admitted fact by the students of science that 
all sciences co-operate together, are but parts, and necessary 
parts too, of one stupendous temple, one complete circle? 
Is it not equally true of reforms? Is there not a complete 
and perfect circle of reforms as there is of sciences, and is 
not each and every one of these reforms just as indispens- 
ably necessary to the other as each and every part of the 
sciences is to the great whole? Why, then, shall we dis- 
criminate? 

I see a friendly challenge in a recent number of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER by Mr. W, F. Jamieson to the Spiritualists 
to discuss the truth of their doctrines. Now this is, I think, 
as it should be. Iam very glad to see the caallenge, Will 
our Spiritualistic friends accept the challenge? I certainly 
hope they will, and that the discussion will go on and be 
conducted in a fair, friendly, genteel, and orderly manner, 
not for the purpose of achieving a victory but for the divine 
purpose of spreading the truth. 

Our good friend Moses Hull challenged Mr, Underwood 
to a discussion of the Freelove doctrines, Mr. Underwood 
after all his severe and unjust denunciations of Freelovism 
did not dare to accept the challenge. Why? Can there be 
but one reason? Mr. Underwood is a debater. That and 
lecturing is his profession.. No one doubts his scholarship 
and ability; he does not doubt it himself. He never has, 
and I presume never will, fear any orthodox opponent that 
can be brought against him. Then, I ask, is there any otber 
reason under heaven why Mr. Underwood would not accept 
Mr. Hull’s challenge to discuss the Freelove theory, or, as 
Mr. Underwood claims, the Freelove fallacy, than the sim- 
ple fact that he well knew that he had not the arguments on 
his side of the question? What other reason could he hav 
had? Simply none. Now, I ask, is this Liberalism? If it 
is, then I frankly say I am not a Liberalist, Iam for truth 
in all directions, no matter where it leads me, if it is to 
hell itself. But I am not afraid it will lead me there. Now 
will our Spiritualists back down on Mr. Jamieson’s chal- 
lenge like Mr, Underwood did with Mr. Hull? I do most 
certainly hope not. Spiritualism is most certainly one of 
the grandest truths (if truth it be) that was ever published 
on earth, at least to my mind. I would rather know tc-day 
that Spiritualism is true than to know all the other truths I 
now know or shall ever be likely to know in the future of 
the world. I do not want to resign my being to annihila- 
tion, with all its boundless capabilities and resources for en- 
joyment and intellectual culture. If Materialiam is true, 
then ansihilation is my destiny; but if Spiritualism is true, 
then I hav an eternity of time in which to complete the 
work of culture and enjoyment that as yet I hav barely 
commenced in this life. Materialists may tell me, and do, 
that I ought not to desire in that direction but be satisfied 
with this life, which is all sufficient. But, [ ask, then, why 


Bro, WALKER informs us that there is to be & mass 
meeting of the Liberals of the West at Marshalltown, Aug. 
97th, 98th, and 29th. That is a grand idea. It should be 
numerously attended. Nothing helps our movement like 
large gatherings. I am confident under the aupervision of 
E. C. Walker it will be a success, 


I DESIRE to say ''amen ”.to all that Elmina D. Slenker 
says of “Pocket Theology" by Voltaire. Every Liberal 
should own a copy. Itis good for digestion—the most 
witty book Lever read. The cheap edition just published 
by D. M. Bennett should hav a large sale, Reader, send at 
once for a copy. ; 


Tu last **item " reminds me of a very interesting piece 
of news, Our distinguished Liberal friend James Parton, 
will soon complete his life of Voltaire, and I predict it will 
hav the largest sale of any book published since the war. I 
understand Mr, Parton has been engaged for the last twenty 
years procuring the material for this work. There is a 
number of reasons why I desire this book to be published 
soon; oue is that Mr. Parton promises me that if he can 
get it off of his hands before Sept. 1st, he will attend the 
Freethinkers’ Convention. 


I am pleased to learn that the indefatigable worker in the 
Liberal ranks, Bro, E. Oampfield, is recovering his health 
and will soon organize for a fall and winter campaign in 
Kansas. He writes: ‘‘ Nearly all my time is occupied in 
working up the annual meeting at Bismarck Grove. I 
think that the meeting will be a good one this year. I am 
getting our petitions for the taxation of church property 
ready for circulation, We will go at itin a thorough manner 
and expect to secure the submission of an amendment by 
the next legislature to the people, The tone of our local 
papers is very strong in favor of taxing everything at its 
full value, and quite a number are open advocates of church 
taxation. 


TuE Savannah (Ga.) Evening Zeitung has been sent me by 
some good friend, and I am glad to learn this able German 
paper is an advocate of the Liberal League movement. 


f 
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Mr. Mair's Third Letter. 


New York, N. Y., July 7, 1880. 

Mr. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: If an elaborate 
enumeration, showing much erudition in oriental 
religions, suffice to prove a proposition, I must yield 
you the palm. But perhaps a closer scrutiny of 
your proofs may show that the myths and facts you 
recall have after all as much affirmative evidence to 
prove the divine origin of Christianity as you think 
they possess negative. The force of these proofs I 
should like to examine, however, preparatory to 
examining some of the proofs themselves. Let us 
inquire, then, if granting that all you assert be true, 
that is, in brief, admitting the facts adduced to up- 
hold your first thesis, what weight would they have 
against the truth of Christianity ? and secondly, is 

: there any fact related in the Bible centuries before 
the advent of Christ which require that as a neces- 
sary consequence such traditions as you enumerate 
must arise? This consideration, if overlooked, 
would greatly. affect the conclusion rightly to be 
drawn from a study of mythology. 

Of course I do not believe, and therefore cannot 
grant, nor can it possibly be proved from any prem- 
ises, that Christianity was “ borrowed” from preced- 
ing religions. The strongest conclusion that can be 
drawn from your facts is that before Christ, but con- 
temporary with Judaism, which was confessedly a 
“shadow of things to come, but the body is of 
Christ,” several religions similar to it, in One or more 
particulars, existed in countries that were clustered 
quite near together geographically or bound by ties 
of trade, conquest, or consanguinity. Whether Ju- 
daism was borrowed from these or those borrowed 
from Judaism, or whether both were derived from 
some previous truths or facts, would, I presume, be 
answered according to the bias or creed of the in- 
quirer. But reserving this for later consideration, 
what does the fact. prove that contemporary with 
the religion of the Bible there existed many other 
similar, though in some respects more or less differ- 
ent, religions ? does it prove that none of these can 
be true? If I have before me a number of coins, 
and I find that ten out of a dozen are counterfeits, 
does that prove that of necessity the other two 


: must also be counterfeits? Who is willing, because 


that he has two or three bad coins given to him, to 
cast away all that he has? I claim that though ten 
be counterfeits, that is not the slightest proof that 
the other two are likewise bad. ‘I'he fact, though, 
of their being counterfeits, as has often been ar- 
gued, establishes an a posteriori argument that some- 
where there must be the true. Iam certain, and I 
presume that every one is assured, that there is in 
the universe truth, there is a religion that is truth, 
and that every other religion must be to a greater 
orless degree false, It is most illogical, unreason- 
able, and unscientific to assume that they are all 
false. The fact of false religions being in the world 
morally bind me to search for the true, and when I 
‘have found truth, the fact of distorted reflections 
being found among false systems in no wise impugn 
or invalidate the true. : : 
Secondly, for I must admit that a great many of 
the facts you adduce cannot be gainsaid, I insist that 
they are just such a spectacle as a student of the 
` Bible might expect to see on lifting his eyes from 
its pages to survey a lost, rebellious, and yet con- 
science-terrified world. I think, however, that the 
myths and traditions are related with perhaps a cir- 
cumstantiality that can never be proved to have 
. been held for hundreds of years after their alleged 
origin, and I expect to show by one or two compar- 
isons that they are in no way to be compared with 
the religion of Jesus Christ. | 
I believe it cannot be seriously denied that the 
Jews existed as a nation before the date fixed bythe 
most reliable historians as the birth of Buddha, and 
unless all human evidence is utterly unreliable, and 
past facts absolutely incapable of proof, the books 
of Moses, which were proved to be ancient by 
Josephus two thousand years ago, were also then in 
existence. In one of these books there is a relation 
of the creation of the world and the placing by the 
Creator of two human beings on this earth, the pro- 
genitors of its present human inhabitants. He was 
pleased to put them under a certain law to himself, 
enforced by edequate reward for obedience and 
condign punishment for disobedience. The nar- 
rative further continues that through the subtlety of 
an evil spirit these creatures were seduced from their 
allegiance to their Maker and plunged themselves and 
their posterity of whom they were the federal head 
into ruin and despair. A serpent was the vessel used 
by the tempter to accomplish his malignant purpose. 
In declaring the curse of the broken law, and yet in 
a degree revealing his unquenchable love for his 


+ undeserving creatures, God said, speaking to the! 


serpent, as symbolizing the evil spirit, “I will put 
enmity between thee and the waman and between 
thy seed and her seed; he shall bruise thy head and 
thou shalt bruise his heel.” -That this was under- 


one” by Adam and Eve is shown by the exclama- 
tion of Eve on the birth of a son, “ Lo, I have gotten 
a man from the Lord.” I argue that this promise 
made to our first parents is the origin of ail the 
hopes and traditions (true or false) of oriental 
saviors, incarnations, avatars, or whatever else they 
may be called. The chain of reasoning js perfect in 
expiaining the varied myths so strikingly similar in 
their universal expectation or tradition of a savior 
in so many widely separated lands and different 
tongues. The fact is absolutely necessary to any 
reasonable elucidation of the universality of this 
article of faith, and none of the religions or facts or 
myths. adduced in the reply under review can he 
traced with a shadow of proof to atime prior to 
this book of Genesis. ch 

Allow me to make another observation before 
looking at the learned array of ancient gods, etc., 
brought before us. To claim the personal existence 
of Buddha (which I believe) on the proofs adduced 
in the eleventh paragraph, and then insinuate a doubt, 
after the manner’ of Volney, as to the personal 
existence of Jesus Christ, to which fact there are far 
more proofs than can ever be adduced for Buddha, 
is, to my mind, inexplicable inconsistency. To be- 
lieve that tens of. thousands, contemporary with 
Christ, should surrender comfort and wealth and 
reputation for the sake of one who never existed, 
should persist in the belief of his existence despite 
the most cruel tortures for no possible gain; that 
rich and poor, learned. and illiterate, alike should be 
seized wilh the same mania; that this faith should 
have almost immediate universal diffusion ; that 
many imposed the belief upon themselves that they 


_ were healed by him, when, in fact, he never existed; 


that they likewise deceived themselves’ and others 
into the belief, that they performed miracles, re- 
stored the dead to life, healed the crippled, ete. ; 
that contemporary historians should mention him ; 
that governmental archives should solemuly pre- 
serve the alleged crucifixion of a mythical person- 
age; that books pretended to have always been in 
the hands of his followers were not written until a 
hundred years after the death of those who con- 
stantly quoted them in their writings, preserved 
until this day ; that the enemies of thre faith he 
founded’ should believe he existed, and should com- 
bine, as Celsus and Porphyry, to join in this gigantic 
fraud with Christians, and that the world should 
accept this delusion until the erudite academician, 
the author of the “ Ruin of Ages,” after seventeen 
hundred years had elapsed, should expose the false- 
hood—the belief of these and many other impossible 
absurdities is the credulous superstition of Infidelity 
that outbeggars the faith of a Christian in accepting 
an impossible miracle to which all the miracles of 
the New Testament are as the most ordinary every- 
day occurrences. Truly, it seems as if “God sent 
them a strong delusion that they should believe a 
lie . . . because th@ received not the love of 
the truth that they might be saved.” 

Ido not know wbat you mean by the words **the 
New 'Testament story of the Holy Ghost and the 
Virgin Mary holding their celebrated interview." 
I cannot find any such interview related in the 
Bible and I have not been its least observant 
reader. 

 Iregret the use of the following language, “ The 
foundation dogma upon which Christianity rests is 
that God cohabited with a mortal female, by which 
means she conceived and ultimately brought forth a 
demigod or a being half divine, half human,” be- 
cause the thought is nowhere contained in the Bible 
and is believed by no sect of Christians of whom I 
have.ever read. The language shows more acquaint- 
ance with the “Age of Reason ” than the scriptures; 
and while from a desire to be uniformly courteous I 
forbear to pass any further criticism, 1 merely con- 
trast it with the scriptural statement, “And the 
angel answered her (Mary), The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee; therefore also that holy thing 
which shall be born of thee ehall be called the Son 
of God.” I will further object, however, that Christ 
is never taught to be “a demigod, a being half hu- 
man and half divine,” but is the eternal Son, co- 
eternal and co-equal with the Father, and who, hav- 
ing assumed human nature, became the God-man— 
two natures, but one person. 

In the long list of ancient faiths, the amours, 
celestial and terrestrial, of pagan deities, monster 
offspring, etc., there is the display of considerable 
learning, but no proof that “ Christianity is neither 
new nor original, but borrowed from older systems of 
religion.” You have adduced no type or shadow of 
any character, of any mission, of which it can be at 
all said Christ is a copy. The words “redeemer,” 
“savior,” etc., which have been applied to the 
alleged offspring of gods and goddesses, or human 
beings, are delusive titles unmerited by any doc- 
trines taught by those so styled. 

The bare quotation of such names as Gentant and 
Quexalcote of Mexico, Hesus and Bremrillah of the 
Celtic Druids, Odin of Scandinavia, Thor and Bal- 
der of the Norsemen, is unworthy the name of 
argument. They can in no wise prove anything for 


be inspired teachers, it has never been called into 
question and has no bearing whatever upon the © 
thesis under consideration, although the fact will 
form part of my argument hereafter. I could sup-. 
ply you with many other names quite as much to 
the purpose, and I should not notice this lavish 
waste of powder were it not that with many a list 
of names such as you have given, with the captivat- 
ing title of the ““World’s Crucified Saviors,” is’ con- 
sidered ample reason for flinging away the Sorip- 
tures without further evidence or examination, I 
expected at least to receive from you some argu- 
ments or facts that were worthy of serious compar- 
ison and refutation, but with two or three excep- 
tions you have adduced nothing at all pertinent to 
our present proposition. . It is strange men do not 
argue in this manner except when they are opposing 
Christianity. 

"The gods of Babylonia, Assyria, Egypt, or India, 
have no prototype of Christ. The person and office 
of the Son of God, the equal of Jehovah, the subject 
of prophecy, vaguely foretold at first, but more and 
more revealed as the “fullness of times ” draw nigh; 
the glory of every page of the Old Testament where 
the date and place of his birth, his divinity, his doc- 
trines, his miracles, his prophecies, his death, his 
resurrection, his ascension, his salvation, his sacred 
advent and millennial glory are ull foretold, oft- 
times appearing, as to Abraham and others, in an- 
ticipation of his incarnation; the Son of David, 
and yet this Lord; the mighty God, yet a babe born 
in a manger ; the man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief ; the earnest expectation of his own peo- 
ple, the Jews, and: yet, when he came, rejected by 
them; the Desire of all nations, yet crucified by the 
world he came to save—ali these are without a 
parallel in any other religion. i 

You do not, as I take it, however, instance all 
your proofs as disproving Christianity but rather as 
proving the ingenuity of men in framing gods and 
deifying in them their own lusts, etc. This is cer- 
tainly alla great many of your'instances prove, and 
to quote them with any other object deprives them 
of allforce. But as compared with the Christ of 
the New Testament they are my witnessess to 
confirm the unique solitary glory and sinlessness of 
the Lord Jesus, and prove that the conception of 
such character was absolutely impossible by men of 
this world. I should like, had I time and space, to 
critically compare every myth and fact adduced in 
your article with Christ and his ‘doctrines, but I 
have not the books of reference by me, and I am 
compelled to trust so far almost entirely to. my mem- 
ory, and my time is so short and so much occupied 
that I dare not now undertake it.. But I will hastily 
draw a comparison between Buddhism and Chris- 
tianity and appeal to your decision. Buddhism is 
undoubtedly the highest conception of the human 
mind, and.approaches nearer according to the judg- 
ment of the best scholars to Christianity than any 
other religion, and if this system fails, surely no re- 
ligion of 

‘*God’s partiel, changeful, passionate, unjust, 
Whose attributes were rage, revenge, and lust,” 

can ask à comparison. 

The “Encyclopedia Brittanica” 
Buddha’s teachings as follows: 

* Misery must always accompany existence. 

“ All modes of existence (man or animal, in earth 
or heaven), result from passion or desire. 

* No escape from existence except destruction of 
desire. 

“This is to be accomplished only by following the 
fourfold way to Nirvana." 


summarizes 


This system has found au eloquent and popular 
admirer in Mr. Arnold. But I appeal to your can- 
dor if either the poet’s eloquence or the enthusiast’s 
devotion can find in this dark creed, beginning with 
such a hopeless doctrine and ending in the blankest 
Atheism and annihilation, anything at all compara- 
ble with Christianity ? The religion of Christ, so 
human in its sympathies, so exactly satisfying the 
needs of the sinuer and filling the universal craving 
which until his time neither the wisdom of the 
philosopher nor the oracle of the gods could in any- 
wise aid ; and recognizing that which every man’s 
experience verifies to his own conscience, his fallen: 
condition, and offering a righteous basis on which a 
holy God can meet and be the sinner's friend, glori. 


fying God and at the same time rausoming its re-- 


cipient from natural apostacy and hate to allegiance 
and love to God, redeeming a ruined creation and 
eternally saving his own elect by the sacrifice of his 
own body and proving the efficacy of his blood by 
infallible proofs to every one that rests on it. Can 
this be likened to an Atheistical system of flesh- 
mortifying, prayerless, and hated existence, during 
which no propitious deity ever lends his aid and 
whose only hope is extinction? I feel sincere pity 
for the heart that can find nothing lovely or desira- 
ble in Christ and is willing to exalt every other 
creed to overturn his teachings. 

The genesis alleged of “the hoof-footed devil 
with horns and a barbed tail, so continually held up 
to frighten children of all ages,” is probably cor- 


tood to be a prophecy of a “Savior anda great your cause, As fo the fact that many claimed to| rect, at least I care not to dispute it, But the con. 
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ception is so remarkably contrary to the description 
given in scripture of he “who transforms himself 
. Into an angel of light,” that it goes for nothing. 
As to Typhon and Ahriman being the prototype of, 
Satan, it is a mere untenable assertion, and it is 
certainly little to the purpose to raise a man of 
Straw, and, having battered it down, to charge the! 
scripture with its ruin. | 
In closing, it is worthy of remark the ever-vary- 
ing phases Infidelity assumes in its vain assault on. 
the impregnable fortress of the truth of God. It is 
not seventy-five years since the knowledge of Hin- 
doo mythology began to be known in Western lands, 
and the translation of the “sacred books of the 
East? is not yet completed ere their myths are 
sought to lend a color to the wild vagaries and 
superstitions of Infidelity and Rationalism. But they 
can no more move the faith of the true believer than, 
to use a trite but appropriate simile, the waves can 
dissolve the rocks against which their spray impo- 
tently dashes. “The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth, but the word of our God shall stand for- 
ever,” Very truly yours. G. M. Marr, 
or 9—————————— 


(From The Boston Sunday Herald ) 


The Sunday Laws Relies of Barbarism on tke 
Statute Books. 


A considerable class of our people, ard very excellent 
people they are too, are grieved that sections 1 and 2 of 
chapter 84 of the General Statutes are so little enforced. 
They read thus: 

Section 1. Whoever keeps open his shop, warehouse or 
workhouse, or does any manner ot labor, business, or work, 
except works of necessity or charity, or is present at any 
dancing or public diversion, show, or entertainment, or 
takes part in any sport, game, or play on the Lord’s day, 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding $10 for every 
offense, . . i 
^ Sec, 2, Whoever travels on the Lord's day, except from 
necessity or Charity, shall be punished by fine not exceeding 
$10 for every offense. . : 

It cannot be said that the ‘‘Lord’s day" is not well re- 
garded in Massachusetts, Strangers from other parts of 
the world are struck with the general suspexsion of business, 
the crowds of orderly, well-dressed people flocking to 

` church, the stillness of city and village streets compared 
with other days. Yetit cannot be said that the statute 
above quoted is much read, or those two sections of it 
Often enforced. Indeed, there could hardly bea stronger 
proof of general non-enforcement than chap. 282 of the acts 
of 1877, which provides that the 2d section of the law above 
cited shall be, ‘‘no defense toan action against a common 
carrier of passengers for any hurt or injury suffered by a 
person so traveling.” Unless there was a great deal of 
public Sundsy traveling the Legislature would not hav 
interfered to protect those Sabbath-breakers against the 
carelesaness of Common carriers of passengers. Indeed if 

_every instance of work, play, or travel not called for by 

. "necessity or Charity" brought $10 into the public purse, 
there would be little or no need of taxes. And it is just 
this state of things which is so bitterly deplored by many 
of our most estimable fellow-citizens, They. seem to think 
that it is because this ancient law is not strictly enforced, 
because. people are allowed to work, play and travel on ‘‘the 
Lord’s day,” as if all days were not the Lord’s, pretty much 
as they please—or with the slight exception of Mrs, Grundy’s 
interference—that we are sfflicted with many moral and 
physical evils, such as drunkenness, drought, cattle disease, 
canker worms, etc. But, possibly, these zealous friends of 
Sabbath-keeping and Sabbath-keeping laws, in their admira- 
tion of old times and old laws, do not comprehend the 
Consequences of applying old laws to new times. In 1880, 
in Boston and its vicinity, we are not nomadic Arabs, nor 
are we any more Puritan pilgrims, living in sparse settle- 
ments, connected by cart paths, and having almost no books 
but the Bible and the catechism. Nor are we any longer 
all of one way of thinking. Steam and railroads, and 
lightning, and division of labor, and mammoth factories 
full of all sorts of machinery hav made us a conglomeration 
of very heterogeneous mortals, really needing a Sabbath 
very different from what Moses gave to the children of 
Israel, or what the governor and deputy of the New 
England company, writing to Mr. Endicott, April 17, 1629, 
gave tothe plantation of Massachusetts bey, wordéd and 
spelled as follows: . 

“Andto the end the Saboth may bee celebrated in a 
religious manr we appoint, that all that inhabite the plan- 
tacon, both for the genall and pticular impioymts, may 
surcease their labor every Satterday throughout the year 
at 9 of the clock in the afternoone, and that they spend the 
rest of the day in catichising and pparacin for the Saboth, 
as the ministers shall direct,” 

Catechisms are now scarce; the Westminister divines no 
longer teach us ‘‘in Adam's fall we sinned all,” with cuts; 

-the world is full of religious newspapers adspted to all ages; 
we hav employments, general and particular, not thought 
of in 1629—in short, Massachusetts society has grown, since 
the days of Gov. Craddock and Cotton Mather, to be very 
different without being much worse. The common people 
now doa good deal of thinking for themselves without the 
direction of the ministers. It ought not to escape the 
attention of the advocates of Sunday-law enforcement that 
our general statutes refer to the ‘‘Lord’s day" and not to 
the Sabbath, and itshould be remembered that the Lord 
himself was a Sabbath-breaker, who not only violated the 
commandment of Moses by recreating himself and his 
disciples on the seventh day of the week, but taught that 
the day was made for man, and not man forthe day. Would 
he then claim for his own day that there should be no 


‘night or day, 80 long agit goes at all. 


the "Lord's day" the restrictions of the Mosaic Sabbath, 
appear to hav carried their revérence for Moses far beyond 
the Lord, the early Christian Fathers, the Catholic church, 
and all the Protestant reformers, except John Knox, Let 
us look with perfect candor, if not reverence, at the fourth 
commandment of the Mosaic-decalogue. It is a law with a 
reason. It does not follow that, if the reason should prove 
bad, the law is bad;. but it does follow that the law cannot 
be considered divine. The reason given for prohibiting 
work on the Sabbath is that God made the world in six 
Gays and rested onthe seventh. If such had been the fact, 
it was no good reeson forthe commandment. But it was 
not the fact. None but the most ignorant now believe that 
the world was made insixdsys, Few theists believe that 
God needs rest or takes it. A Methodist divine has 
just published a book in which he concedes thatthe work 
of creation is continuous, and as ancient as Darwin would 
havit. The proof of deity which comes nearest cur own 
consciousness is the beating of our own hearts, which goes 
on by a force of which we are unconscious, without rest, 
So far as God's ex- 
ample goes, everything is in favor of ceaseless work. The 
very wording of the command shows that Moses, and not 
God, was the author of it, 


The reason for rest, just the same as for work and for 
play, lies in human nature and its surroundings, in the 
alternation of day and night, summer and winter—in short, 
in human capacities and circumstances. This is as much as 
tosay that there is no reason for an arbitrary rigid rule, 
imposing rest every seventh day on all alike and at the 
same time. The thing is unnatural, and not in keeping 
with the necessities of social life, and becomes more and 
more so as Civilization ‘advances. As man progresses in 
his mastery of outside forces occupations become more and 
more diverse, and, consequently, the requirements as to 
rest more and more differ. A vast variety of arts spring up 
which are out of the question in the savage or nomadic 
state, or among the pioneers in a wilderness, Because a 
gypry patriarch, who wished to instil a more elevated the- 
ology into his tribe, forbade them even to pick up sticks or 
kindle a fire on his holy seventh day, on pain of death, 
shall a civilized commonwealth shut up its zoological gar- 
dens, its libraries, its museums, and forbid travel between 
city and country every seventh day ? Must all rest at the 
same time or not at all? Doubtless the hard-iaboring man 
needs a day of rest ag often as once a week on the average. 
But must he be obliged to take it in his harvest time, when 
he would prefer to work? The fields are never idle in the 
summer season. The crops and the weeds grow on Sunday 
as well as other days. But the great factories and most of 
the railroad trains are idle. Inthe meantime many people 
seek work and-find none, even in the week days. Why 
can it notbe managed to have people work by relays? 
Some resting While others work, This is to some extent the 
case already, and must be in spite of Sunday laws. Would 
it be necessarily or naturally sinful if one relay of work 
people should have its Sabbath on Sunday and another on 
Wednesday or Thursday? The law has become flexible 
enough to let Jews keep shop open Sunday, providing they 
shut up Saturday. What hinders more flexibility, if there- 
by the needs of humanity may be better satisfied, and the 
natural forces may be made to do more and the human 
muscles less Work ? Let us know the reason why, in a 
high state of civilization, the Sabbath, which all need, 
should come to all on the same identical day—i.e., on the 
same meridian, for in different longitudes the thing is 
impossible. Is not good honest labor really as holy as 
rest? Is it not, in fact, the holiest of worship? Is not a 
man, while devoting his mind and his muscles to the sup- 
port, education and happiness of his family, to the 
upbuilding of society, worshiping God as acceptably as 
when kneeling in a temple or listening to a sermon, which, 
possibly, he does not understand? Mind, we make no 
assertion. But, on the supposition that the motivs and 
atate of the affections determin the quality of the act, may 
"we not ask the question, without implying in the slightest 
Gegree that we deny the duty or value of what may ke 
done in thetemple ? In both sections of the law under 
consideration the prohibition of work and travel is qualified 
by the exception of necessity or charity, showing that 
the legislators were treading on delicate and doubtful ground, 
What judge or jury can draw the line between the rule 
and the exception? It will be drawn according to creed. 
In the case of Flagg against the town of Millbury, in 1848, 
Judge Wilde held that ‘‘necessity” meant ‘‘the moral fitness 
or propriety of the work and labor done, under the circum. 
stances, of any particular case.” He did not gay who 
should judge of the ‘moral fitness," The town of Millbury, 
being responsible for damage that might ensue froma 
dangerous defect inits highway of more than 24 hours’ 
Standing, was sued by Mr. Flagg for an injury which 
occurred to him on Monday. It set up as a defense that 
it could not hav mended the road without working on 
Sunday, which was Contrary to law, and, excluding 
Sunday, the defect wag not of 24 hours’ standing. Judge 
Wilde ruled that mending the highway was a work of 
necessity, and Sunday could not be excluded. That. is, 
there was a ‘“‘moral fitness” in making the road safe. This 
doctrine of “moral fitness" being once admitted, almost 
everything which is fit to be done on any other day is fit to 
be done On Sunday. Immoral things are not fit to be done 
on apy day, and the Herald will be the last to complain of 
those parts of the Sunday laws which discourage them on 
Sunday. When no injury is done to person or property, by 
work or play, there seem no parties left to beinjured except 
Time and Space. As to Time, he is armed with a scythe and 
takes his own revenge. As to Space, what with steamboats, 
rail cars, Goddard buggies, telegraphs, telephones, bycycles 


tributing useful knowledge, making the most of the natural 
resources which promote the comfort of mankind, are not 
immoral; they are necessities of civilization. Stopping 
railroad trains, shutting up picture galleries, discouraging 
the access of people to healthful resorts and musical concerts 
on Sunday, frowning on innocent recreation because in 
older and gloomier times the day was exclusively devoted. 
to church-going, is simply to bring religion into disrepute 
and increase the throng which will seek vicious indulgences. 
Oo 


. “No God, No Hope.” 
ISSUE TAKEN WITH THE YALE COLLEGE BACCALAUREATE, 


To The Editor of the Herald: I am delighted to see how 
often the strongest utterances of the pulpit are reported in 
your columns. The instance that has most interested me is 
the baccalaureate sermon of President Porter of Yale, in 
your issue of the 28.h; partly because, for a year or two, I 
rang the bell in that college to call the students to morning 
prayors, and partly because it so frankly calls attention to 
the exact point of difference between the Christian pulpit 
and & large Class of people who are pretty widely denounced 
by the clergy a3 '' Atheists” or ‘‘Agnostics.” These are 
they who do not believe in the personality of God. 

President Porter makes the adjactiv ‘‘personal” essential to 
his doctrin. It is every man who does not believe in a per- 
sonal governor of the univeree, Who is without hope, and, 
what is worse—far worse—feels his conscience and life re- 
leased from present obligation! Now, it is bad enough to 
be without hope, but that is a personal, individual concern. 
I am sure I do not believe in a personal God, yet I am 
equally sure that my hope is as strong and happy as when I 
supposed I did, and was wasting a good deal of time shiver- 
ing at their cold college prayers. Of course, this proves 
nothing. It is of no consequence to anybody but myself 
whether I hope or not. . But it is of consequence to others 
whether my conscience is released from present obliga- 
tions, ` 

In behalf of other Atheists and Agnostics, as well as my- 
self, I demand of President Porter proof of this. It does 
not become s minister of God, much less the president of a 
college, to bring such a charge against his fellow-mortalg 
without proof. He assumes a parsonal God, aad a priori, 
reasons that such God will strengthen conscience, Men 
don't hav to go to college to know that it is too late in 
the day for this sort of logic, . The proof of puddings 
has at last come to be in the esting. Whether Atheists 
and Agnostics are less obedient to present obligations than 
Christian theists, or any other believers in a personal 
God, has got to be deiermiued by statistics, and not by 
pulpit assertion, 

As reported, the president says: ''The theory which 
denies that God is a power very naturally and logically de- 
nies that man is a person.” I presume this ts a misprint, 
and that the president used the word person instead of 
power. J hav never met an Atheist or Agnostic who 
denied that there was a power in the universe which 
might be called God. But multitudes who acknowledge 
the power deny that itis a person. The president would | 
hay us believe that they thus logically deny their own 
personality! Well, will Dr. Porter vouchsafe to tell us 
what personality really ia? Can a person hav any proof of 
his own personality save his consciousness? Can he 
prove personality outside of him except by analogy? Is 
there any analogy between the finite and the infinit ? 

President Porter preaches confidently and loftily to his 
young graduates as if Christian theism offered a solution 
of the mystery of the universe and of human life. Oh, if 
this were only so! On the contrary, the solution is infinitly 
more bewildering than the naked problem. Oat off the 
profit and worship which comes to a certain class of men by 
taking charge of this scheme of theological salvation, and 
where would the solution go? Neither the human intellect 
nor the human sense of justice supports it. It is a libel on 
the stars. It daubs the heavens with the mean tyranny and 
angry passions of savage monarchs. It libels human nature, 


-gets up & universal panic of selüshness—sauve gui peut ; let 


us get up to God and enjoy with him the punishment of the 
Wicked for ever and ever! Theological hope! Perhaps the 
less of it the botter. 

As soon asa personal God is out of the way, a noble 
human soul, full of reverence for the laws of order and har- 
mony that grow out of the uncreated verities, and full of 
affection for his own like, and all life, inversely as the 
square of the distance, goes to work according to his 
strength to rcalize the best possibilities. He don’t wait 
lazily for God. He doesn’t waste his love on a being too 
busy With the general to care for the particular, If God ig 
nothing but the totality of whatever is, he will make the most 
and best of his part in God. If God turns out to be a person 
outside of the uuiverse, who made it and all the persons in’ 
it out of nothing, he will in that case be as ready to meet 
him in another world a3 if he had spent his time cultivating 
faith and hope in this. 

There is one practical question which I wish President 
Porter would aaswer, and it seems to me of far greater im- 
portance than whether there is à personal God or not: What 
is to become of socicty in this world if the million-dollar 
churches of the rich are ta be untaxed. and the poor are to 
be left to mul‘iply in cellars beyond the possibility of having 
sound minda in sound bodies ? ELIZUR WmarGnT. 

Boston, Mass., June 28, 1880. 

a i m 

W. F. JAMESON is delivering a course of lectures in 
Mason, Michigan. He will speak in Hastings, Michigan, 
Sunday, July 18th, twice; Thursday, July 22a; Sunday, . 
July 25:h, two lectures. He has accepted an invitation to 
attend the Freethinkers’ Convention, Hornellsville, N. pom 
September 1st, 24, 3d, 4th. Will accept calls for the Sun. 


recreation in it? The Puritan legislators, in applying to,and balloons, he is getting used to it, Travelling, dis. days of August, Address 172 and 174 Clark Street, Chicago, 
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Polities for Liberals. 


‘When two weeks ago we ventnred to giv our views upon 
the duties of Liberals in the coming election campaign, we 
were not unaware that we evinced not a little temerity in 
disturbing the preferences and prejudices of a large number 
Of our readers, That we pretty effectually succeeded in 
stirring up a good-sized hornet's nest the number of letters 
that hav since poured in upon us on all sides of this political 
question leave but little room for doubt, A portion of these 
letters and those representing the different phases of the 
Liberal political element are given elsewhere in this issue. 
If some are very zealous, and if some almost seem lacking 
in courtesy and respect, it can hardly be thought strange of. 
Some seem to think we are committing Aari-kar?, and others 
that we hav gone daft, or lost the little good sense we had 
originally. It may be so and it may not. 

We are not so vain as to think we ought to, or that we 
car, influence the Liberals of this country asto which party 
they should attach themselvs to. Neither is it designed that 
THE TRUTH SEEKER shall become a political paper, in the 


There is no doubt the msjority of Liberals hav been 
Republicans and hav served faithfully in that party. This 
has been our own experience. We hav been an ardent 
Republican since the nomination of Fremont, voting for 
every Candidate.that the party named for general support. 
We were ardent in party fealty, and felt great interest in 
seeing it victorious, We sometimes took activ interest in 
political campaigns, and spent time and money to secure 
the election of our candidates. This was particularly the 
case in the election of Lincoln. We believed the salvation 
of our country depended upon his election, and we worked 
for it as earnestly as we ever worked for our own daily 
bread. . : 

There is little question now but what a very considerable 


ordinary sense of the term. We do not even think our 
readers should take our views as a cue they must seize and 
follow in any particular line of thought. We simply believe 
in freely stating our views and telling what we think on 
questions of religion, theology, Materialism, Spiritualism, 
philosophy, education, socialism, finance, labor, and the 
game with politics, and that our readers should only accept 
such as appears reasonable to them and no further. We do 

not think our views are any better or sounder than those of 
^ hundreds and thousands of others in the Liberal ranks, and 
we certainly consider others just as much entitled to follow 
their own convictions as we are to follow ours, We were 
presumptuous enough to start a Liberal paper, and since that 
time we hav tried to giv others an opportunity to express 
their sentiments on almost all subjecta, and we hav end: av- 
ored to freely express our own. This we shall continue to 
do so long as we retain charge of this growing sheet. 

It is not probable that the Liberals of this country will 
ever fully agree in any great line of thought, and less per- 
haps of all others in politics. We are a set of independent 
thinkers, who believe in enjoying freedom of thought, aud 
‘we are not very apt to modulate our thoughts and opinions 
at the dictation of any, even though they assume to be 
Jeaders or authorities. This is right. While American 
Liberals should be reasonable enough to accept the truth on 
any subject, when pointed out to them, they should always 
maintain that honesty and independence of thought which 
must ever characterize the true Liberal. 'The people of this 
land constituting the churches in it very generally look upon | 
their clergymen as guides and leaders bearing a commission 
from the white throne above the clouds, and think they hav | 
the authority to declare not only the will of heaven but 
also what is best and true in all the duties and aspects of 
life. Itisno so with Liberals. They hav no popes, bish- 
Ops, or priests. Each man among tuem is his Own priest, 
each man forms his own ideas of God, devil, heaven, hell, 
and the multitudinous subjects that are brought before his 
observation. Let this ever be so. While we are free, can- , 
did, and true enough to hear and duly weigh what others 
hav to present us, let us maintain our freedom, our indi- ; 
viduality, and our right to decide for jourselvs in all 

things. 
` It msy or may not be desirable for American Liberals to. 
all hav the same ideas of God and the origin of the world 
we liv in; it may or may not be desirable for them to hav a. 
uniform belief as to whether the present state of existence 
is a rudimental and primary state or condition, or whether it 
is the ultimate or final. It may or may nct be desirable 
that we should hold uniform opinions on finance, tariffs, 
civil service reform, temperance, and all other subjects | 
which agitate our country; but it is hardly likely that they | 
will ever think just alike on any subject, and more espe- 
cially on political questions. It is the nature of Liberalism 
to be disintegrated and divergent, and perhaps it is right 
that it is so. There must ever be an honest diversity of 
opinion, and every individual has, rights which he should 
not surrender, But on the other hand it may be said that 
druth is a unity, and the nearer we approach the truth, the 
wearer we will become alike in our conclusions and views. 

it is by no means probable that the Liberals will agree on 
either of the presidential candidates now in the field. O!d 
party prejudices will sway many, while a particular branch 
of the political question will attract the interest of some, 
and another brazep will attract another clase. That all will 
come to an agreement as to which is the most important 
question of all can bardiy be hoped for; but let us speak 
freely and listen patiently, and arrive at the truth as nearly 


pa possible, 


portion of the Liberals of the country favor the Greenback- 
Labor-Reform party. They see the excesses and wrongs 
that hav grown up in our land by the rule of the money 
power, and they honestly think the masses of workingmen 
are oppressed and ground into the dust by the money 
tyrants of the land. We do not profess to understand the 
subject of finance, but our sympathies are with this class of 
Liberals. We earnestly desire the greatest good for the 
greatest number, and that can never be the case while a 
small number of men hold all the land, all the money, and 
all the wealth of the country. The more these forms of 
wealth are generally diffused among the whole people, 
according to natural rights and the exertion of individuals, 
the better it will be for the entire country. 

While there are many questions in what is called politics 
that are of great importance to our welfare and prosperity, 
it will readily be admitied that they vary in importance and 
that all are not of the same consequence, Equal taxation, 
reliable and uniform money, honest officers, judicious ex- 
penditure of public funds, civil service reform, tariffs, the 
salaries of public officers, the disposition of the public 
lands, governmental aid to public works, the size and 
employment of the army and navy—these and many other 
questions are of great importance and demand our attention 
and co-operation. . But however great all these subjects may 
be, either singly or in the aggregate, there is one subject, 
one right, of more importance to every American citizen, 
and especially to Liberals, than all of these other questions 
put together, and that is, the freedom of thought, the free- 
dom of expression, and freedom of action. Of what worth 
are judicious tariffs, the conduct of our foreiga ministers, 
the distribution of public lands, the existence or non-exist- 
ence of national banks, hard or soft money, if we are 
deprived of free thought, free speech, a free press, and free 
mails? 

These are the fundamental principles upon which our 
government wss founded, and these are the glorious princi- 
ples which hav made us great as a young nation. Without 
LisERTY the American nation is a sham and a fraud. Right 
here is the greal issue which should not fail to attract the 
earnest attention of every lover of liberty, especially of 
every Liberalin the country. "The party in power, at the 
behest of the ecclesiastical and sectarian forces of the land, 
has given a blow tothe most sacred principles of liberty. 
Laws hav been enacted which hav trampled upon the dear- 
est rights and the most sacred privileges possessed by the 
American people, Eight years ago a Republican Congress 
enacted.a statute which, if carried out, virtually destroys 
the dearest liberties of the people and sets up in every post- 
office in the land a censorship over the literature of the 
country~—a system of espionsge utterly destructiv to Amer- 
ican liberty, and far more suited to autocratic and despotic 
Russia ‘than to free and enlightened Columbia. There can 
be no liberty worth having when thought cannot be freely 
expressed, when the press is not free, and when the mails 


‘are subject to the search and the espionage of oflicious 


Paul Prys and contemptible busy-bodies. This we hav 
seen exist in this so-called free country, and right here 
in the metropolis of the nation. Under this despotic, anti- 


| American, and unconstitutional legislation we hav seen 


honest, loyal citizens torn from their families and friends, 
their homes and business, and thrown into loathsome pris- 
ons with the vilest felons; and disgraced for life, and,virtu- 
ally for uttering their honest convictions, publishing them, 
and sending them by mail over the land. We hav seen 
worthy physicians, simply for transmitting by mail and in 
sealed envelopes such information as every physician in the 
land is entitled. to giv his patients, seized as though they 
were robbers and murderers, dragged before the courts of 
the nation, and convicted, fined, and imprisoned, simply 
forimparting such information as the people need and are 
justly entitled to. We hav seen publishers and booksellers, 
who happened to disagree with the sectarian classes in 
religious opinions, arrested and imprisoned like the worst 
of criminals because they exercised the right of American 
citizens and expressed their honest convictions and made a 
legitimate use of the public mail, 

- Yes, this has been the work of the Republican party. As 
we. hav said on former occasions we will repeat again, at 
the instance of the Young Men's Christian Association —the 
Jesuits of Protestantism—a Republican sneak and procurer 
went to & Republican Congress and procured the passage of 
ihe statute referred to, under which these enormities hav 
been perpetrated. A Republican senator introduced it into 
the Senate and was its champion. It was enacted by Re- 
publican votes, and was signed by a Republican president. 
It has been executed by Repubiican courts, marshals, attor- 
neys, and judges, and by this Republican course of perse- 
cution many worthy people hav been robbed of their dear- 
est rights, their property, their reputation, the happiness 
of their families, their peace of mind, and they hav been 
cast into prison, as dogs are taken to the pound for 
execution. . ; 

Is this a small matter? Is it an affair of slight conse- 
quence that men are robbed of property and character, and 
incarcerated within prison walla for being honest with them: 


! selva and to the world? Are not the Liberals of the en- 
tire land deeply interested in this thing ? Are there no 
grounds for alarm when this same Republican gneak, pimp, 
and agent for the sectarian Society for the Suppression of 
Vice, who procured the passage of the law, together with 
the president of the society, announced in oné of the annual 
society meetings in this city that the publications of Free- 
thinkers and Freelovers were in a fair way to soon bo 
stamped out? Isitof no consequence that this announce- 
ment and threat were published in the annual report of. that 
oppressiv society ? Is it a matter of little consequence that 
the same Republican sneak, tempter, and informer, in 
another of his society’s meetings, in Rochester, declared 
that Infidel tracts and Infidel publicatious were soon to be 
entirely suppressed ? Is it a matter that should create no 
alarm when this same Republican sneak, spy, and persecu- 
tor, at another of his society meetings in Boston, made the 
significant announcement that aa soon as Heywood and 
Bennett were disposed of the Investigator and Banner of 
Taght would be taken in hand? Is it a trivial matter that 
this same map, who under the power of the statute he caused 
to be enacted sent many to prisor, in the cities of Cincin- 
nati, Chicagc, and St, Loulr, before his meetings of sympa- 
thizerr, made statements similar to those already noted ? Is 
it nothing that this man was able to manipulate the first 
national courts to send editors to prison and impose fines 
upon them really because they were Infidel editors and pub- 

| lishers and would write and publish plainly just what they 
believed to be true? Possibly a large proportion of the 

Liberals of the United States may decide that these are very 
small matters, and that the party which has virtually done 
all this has merited their continued support, and that the 
party whose Executiv had persistently refused to listen to 
the appeal of two hundred thousand Liberals and others 
asking for the release of the man who had been unjustly de- 
prived of his liberties and his rights deservs encourage- 
menf, but we do not believe it. A principle is here involved 
of far greater consequence to the Liberals and liberty-loving 
men of America than greenbacke, taxes, or any other ques- 
tion. If our liberties are gone, all is gone. And that it was 
the intention of the power that began to bear down upon 
the Liberals of the country to go through and make clean 
work of all, stopping one publication after another, throw- 
ing into prison one publisher after another and one editor 
after another, until all were euppressed or ruined; there is 
no room for doubt. This was too often declared by the man 
who, by the help of the Republican party, has done all this 

vile work, for any sane man to disregard it. If justice ever 

required anything in this world it is that the man and the 
party which hav attempted this great iniquity, and who hav 
in fact carried out much of it, should hav the seal of con- 
demnation placed upon them by every voter who truly loves 
liberty and justice. To hold back in doing this appears to 
us to be the conduct of a craver, a menial, a slave. A man 
who thinks more of a rotten, corrupt party of thieves thau 
of the grand principles of liberty is unworthy to be consid- 
ered a lover of justice, a true, honest, independent Liberal. 

We admit there are many important questions now 
before the people of the United Stater, but the greatest of al 

is the preservation of the great principles of free speech, a 

free presr, and free mails. With either of these fettered or 

destroyed, freedom is gone, the guarantees of the founders 
of the Constitution are taken away from ue, and we are at 
the mercy of the dominant ecclesiastical power. The Lib- 
erals of the country should be able to see this as it exist», 
and in view of the great wrongs which the ruling party has 
been guilty of, the Liberals of the United States should re- 
solv to do all in their power to displace the Republican 
party, which has struck heavier blows against the liberties 
of the people than were ever struck before in this land. . 
When in the year 1147 Peter Waldo, a nativ of Lyons, in 

France, and a worthy citiz:n, saw fit to exercise the right of 
openly expressing his disapproval of the unjust and corrupt 
power of the churcb, and he had the temerlty to assert his 
disagreement with the salient faults of popery, he simply 
exercised the natural rights of ma», the rights which every 
lover of liberty and justice in the world should be ready to 

yield up his life’s blood to defend. But because he dared 
to do thir, and to express his opinion that holy oil was not 
to be mingled in baptism; that prayers said over inanimate 
things were superstitious; that flesh of animals might with 
propriety be eaten in Lent; that the clergy might be per- 
mitted to marry ; that auricular confession was not necen- 
sary; that confirmation is not a sacrament ; that obedience 
to a corrupt pope was not required; that it was not right for 
one set of the clergy to be placed above the rest ; that real 
worth should establish their superiority; that the worship 
of images is absurd and idolatrous ; that the pretense that 
miracles had been performed by the churoh was falie; that 
fornication and public brothels should be condemned ; that 
purgatory is without proof ; that dead people, called saints, 
should not be prayed to; that extreme unction is not a 88C- 
rament ; that masser, indulgencer, and prayers are of no 
service to the dead, and that the Lord's Prayer ought to be 
the rule of all prayers; the power of the church was 
brought down upon hia defenseless head, and upon all those 
who dared to adopt his views. He was compelled to seek 
refuge in the mountains of Dauphiny, The pergecution of 
the ecclesiastical power against this man’s followers hecgme 
most bloody, and was kept up for hundreds of years, 

Thousands were deprived of their homes, their property, and 
their lives. They fled to the mountains for safety, hiding in 
caverns and fastnesses. Great numbers were thrown from 
precipices and dashed to pieces, and fagots were piled up at 

the mouths of caverns, and four hundred innocent babes 

į smothered in the arms of their mothers—parents and chil. 

| dren sharing the same fate. Four thousand of these people 
ie thus put to death in one foray of the church against 

‘ them, l ; 

| The same intolerance exists against unbelievorg tos 


The Truth Seeker, Tulp 12, 1860. 
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day. The Republican party has greatly aided this spirit of 
oppression, by both the enactment and execution of unjust ; 


and unconstitutional statutes, Every Libersl in thecountry : 
will be derelict in his duty who does not do all he can—for 
this very perfidy to freedom—to remove this Republican 
party from power. We may be thought to hav personal 
feeling in the matter, and to be more stirred up than the 
nature of the case renders necessary ; but we beg to differ 
from those who think so. We. think we hav had a better 
opportunity to feel this power of intolerance and oppression 
than almost any other person in the land. Fora year we 
had & daily and hourly realization of the great wrong in- 
filcted upon us by the ecclesiastical party, with the co-oper- 
ation of the Republicans, Yes, we hav thought this ques- 
tion over and over agair, and hav come to a fixed determi- 
. nation, Others may cast their vote this way or that, as to 
them seems most desirable, but as for us and our house, 
we will cast our vote with the express view of defeating the 
Republican party, and will go for the party which stands 
the best chance of beating it, When shut up by Republican 
laws and courts, month after month, with the most degraded 
felons, for simply being honest to our convictions, we swore 
in our soul, if we hav a soul, that we would never again 
belong to, nor co-operate with, the party to which Anthony 
Comstnek, Judge Benedict, District Attorney Woodford, 
&nd Rutherford B. Hayes belong. And we will cast cur 
vote and influence for the man and party most able to 
defeat it, We would almost support the devil—provided 
always that there is a devil—if that was the only course we 
could adopt to defeat the false, timc-serving, church-pander- 
ing, thieving, centralizing, oppressiv Republican party. 

Anything for a change! We prefer for a time even a 

‘worse party to this ally and handmaid of the church, if we 

cannot otherwise hav a change, 

But we only speak and act for ourselvs. Others will of 
course act for themselvs, "Those who think the Republican 
party ‘all right, honest, and faithful will naturally continue 
to vote with it; those who think Comstock and Benedict 
ought to be sustained will also continue to vote for the party 
that gave them life and still retains them in office. But we 
wish it expressly understood that we shall not doit. We 
hope to see the vile party prostrated in the dust ; and when 
it loses its power and another party succeeds it, we believe 
a vaster amount of steulings, embezzlings, and arrant dis- 
honesty will be brought to light than has ever. before been 
known in this country. The Republican party in its early 
days did a good work and maintained the cause of liberty 
for all; but for the last ten years it has degenerated into a 
party of rings, back-pay grabbers. thieves, salary-increasers, 
swindlers, panderers to the church, monopolists, and rob- 
bers. "The very fact that twenty-eight Republican senators 
voted in favor of putting the Hebrew God in our Constitu- 
tion, and sixteen Democratic senators voted against it, and 
thereby defeated the measure by two votes—it falling short 
that-much of & two-thirds vote—should be enough to show 
where the two parties stand with reference to religious 
questions, With God legally placed in the Constitution, 

` with every man tabooed who does not acknowledge faith in 
the “Father and Son,” our liberties are gone. Still there 
are some Liberals who insist that we ought to continue to 
vote with the Republican party. Such evidently fail to see 
the true situation, 

As regards the two men, Generals Hancock and Garfield, 
in personal character the former certainly suffers nothing 
by comparison. Hancock was a true soldier; his measures 
were eminently wise and law-abiding, and in all situations 
he has proved himself true and honorable man. Ag re- 
gards the two parties, there is perhaps not very much dif- 
ference in their honesty and trustworthiness. Both will 
doubtless do all the stealing they can without being detected. 
Some bear heavily on the Democratic party because a por- 
tion of them were Copperheads in the war. That, however, 
is now a dead issue. The Rebellion was long ago wiped 
out. Slavery has been abolished, Southerners hav accepted 
the situation, and there is no use in always waving the 
bloody shirt and in trying to arouse sympathy for stealing 
and robbing in that way. The Democrats are obeying the 
laws as strictly as Republicans, and they are as good citizens. 
The states where Democrats are in power are as well gov- 
erned as those where Republicans hav rule. There is no 
doubt that the Democrats are as competent to run the gen: 
eral government as the Republicans are, The latter party 
has been in power about a quarter of a century, and it is 
certainly time to hav a change. The good of the country 
demands it, even if the Democrats prove no better than the 
Republicans hav been, If Hancock is our next President— 
and it now looks very much as though he would be—An- 
thony Comstock will pretty surely be removed from the office 
of special agent in the post-:füce department ; but it Qar- 
field is elected he will be retained. This much Garfield will 
do in deference to the church, of which he is a pious mem- 
ber. Hancock is not much troubled with religion, and will 
not feel under obligation to retain in cftice any of the pimps 
of his predecessors. Every Liberal, then, who votes for 
Garfield will vote for Comstock and Benedict and God in 
the Constiiution. very one who votes for Hancock will 
giv his vote in favor of religious freedom, in favor of tree 
speech, a free press, and free mails. Those kaowing these 
facts, and still wishing to vote for Garfield, Comstock, Bene- 
diet, ‘and Colgate, hav, as we said, & perfect right to do 20 ; 
but there are thousands who will not. There are thousands 
who, by the exercise of their suffrages, will stamp their deep 
indignation upon the sectarian obsequiousness to church 
dictation manifested by the Republican party. Four months 
More will show what the people decide upon, and we con- 
fldently believe it will he in favor of a new set of public 
officers. 

As we said in a former article, our sympathies are with 
the Greenbackers, but they can accomplish nothing by run- 


ning a separate ticket, If we had money io bet we would! 


P ut it up that Gen. Weaver will not get & single electoral 
‘vote, Every vote cast for him will be half a vote for Gar- 
:fleld, Comstock, & Co., and for keeping thieves and per- 
secutors in power four years more, Giv us a change, say 
we, whatever it may be, Giv us a change. The future, 
under & new party, can be no worse than it has been under 
the old, Giv US A CHANGE; by all means, GIV US A 
CHANGE. 

We hav one or two friends holding subordinate positions 
under the present administration. So far as they are 
concerned we would, of course, like to see them retain their 
situations, but that trivial consideration cannot induce us 
to favor keeping in power another four years the thieves, 
oppressors, time-gervers, and urjust rulers that hav suf. 
ficiently cursed and disgraced the country in the years of 
the past. . O, giv us a new deal; LET US HAV A CHANGE. 
LET US HAV. ANOTHER PARTY IN POWER. 


oe 


American and English Politics. 


In England there has uniformly been two.great parties 
dividing the country, and those hav been called Whig and 
Tory, or Liberals and Conservativs, as the case may be. 
The reforms that hav been inaugurated and consummated 
in that country hav been effected in one of these parties, 
Many valuable reforms hav been so accomplished. 

Americans hav made the great mistake of having several 
parties at the same time, and each party bringing out candi- 
dates for President and Vice-president, Thus we hav not 
only Republican and Democratic parties, but Greenbackers, 
Labor Reformers, temperance reformers, etc. We hav seen 
Peter Cooper, George Francis Train, and Victoria Wood- 
hull running for president, and a more ridiculous picture 
could hardly be presented These third and fourth candi- 
dates stand no more show of being elected than they do of 
being struck by lightning, and not half so much. Generals 
Weaver and Dow stand no earthly show of being elected, 
nor even of obtaining an electoral vote. Every vote given 
them is thrown away, and may really help to elect the 
wrong man. The English, as observed, manage their 
affairs differently. Charles Bradlaugh, for instance, is 
at the head of the Secularists, Republicans, and Freethink- 
ers. But he does not hav a party of his own ; he allies him- 


‘self with the Liberals, at whose head stands Gladstone, and 


the reforms he hopes to work out will be effected within 
that party.. In this respect we think he is wise. He can 
accomplish a hundred times more by working in the 
Gladstone and Bright party than he could by getting up a 
diminutiv party of his own, which could possibly hav no 
weight or consideration. Much the same philosophy would 
work beneficially in this country, The Greenbackere, for 
instance, instead of having a national party of their own, 
could doubtless effect much more by becoming a large 
integer in one of the two great parties than by running sep- 
arate candidates who hav no chance of being elected. The 
same remarks will apply with equal force to the temper- 
ance party and to the Liberals of the country. None of 
them by themselvs can hope to accomplish much. Neither 
of them need to ally themselva permanently with either 
party, but choose between them from time to time as issues 
arise. This system operated well in England, and probably 
would work well here. At the present time it seems advisa- 
ble for the Liberals of the United States to shake loose from 
the corrupt Republican party, and try new alliances. The 
Democratic platform has an excellent plank in it, which 
covers nearly all that Liberals contend for, Let us help 
them to overcome their enemies, and then hold them to a 
strict observance of the pledges they now make, If they 
prove recreant to them, Jet us hold ourselvs free to cc-oper- 
ate with any party which will promise to do what is right, 
and will fulfil its promises. 

In connection may be mentioned the fact that a cor- 
respondent of the Graphic of this city recently had an inter- 
view with Charles Bradlaugh in London, who expressed 
confidence that a most important land reform would soon 
be inaugurated in Parliameut which would ultimately 
destroy the practice of primogeniture and entail in lana, 
and also that a republic would be established in that country 
at an early day. He intends to agitate these questions until 
Parliament will be forced to enact them. He expects to 
produce these momentous results by working in and with 
the party of progress now in power. 


The Great Faster. 


Dr, Henry 8. Tanner, of Minneapolis, is now well along 
on his third week without food and with very little water, 
Wecalled upon him when he had been sixteen days without 
eating. He had fallen off twenty-four pounds in weight, 
and looked rather thin and haggard. It is a most remark- 
able case, involving such self-denial and self-control as 
hav rarely been exhibited. He still feels confident he will 
be able to complete the forty days without food. There is 
probably not one man in 500,000 that would be able to go 
without food to the extent Dr. Tanner has done, when a 
plenty of every eatable is almost within reach. He is closely 
watched day and night, end there are no grounds for suspi- 
cion that he is not strictly honest in his representations. 


Yolume II. of The Gods and Religions 


Is now printed and in the hands of the binders, In a very 
few days it will be ready to be forwarded to those who hav 
ordered it, No delay will be made in sending it to all parts 
ofthe country. It contains over & hundred pages more 
than Volume L, and is the more interesting book of the 
two, Volume I. treats specially on the gods, while Volume 
IL treats the religions. As a frontispiece to Volume II. is 
a steel-plate engraving of the author in the prison garb in 
which he wrote it, Those whe bay had Vol, I, and hay not 


ordered Vol. IL will do well to order it at once. Those 
who hav ordered neither will not do just-the right thing till 
their order is sentin, It is the cheapest work ever pub- 
lished in America, snd much of it is matter not heretofore 
published from the Liberal press, It contains more infot- 
mation about the gods and religions of the world than was 
ever given in one work before, Every Liberalin the coun- 
try ought to hav a copy of it, and it is hoped but few will 
rest easy til] they pessess it, It will still be sent—the two 
large volumes — at $5.00 in cloth, $7.00 in leather, red 
edges, and $8 00 in Morocco and gilt edges. 
— i$ ——————— 


Donations for the Trip to Brussels. 
Since the last report of donations the following hav been 
received : 


A. Bennett Hough | $1.00 James Pringle, $2.00 
Joseph Frankowski .50 John Clem 1.00 
S. D, Green .50 G. Helgen, .50 
Jno. Harvery ,50 . J. C. Sander .50 
Peter Benson .50 G. Stoltz 50 
Henry Felber 2.00 Chas Shulte 50 
A. Van Deusen 25.00 J. Martin 50 
Liberal League No. 190 800 A Friend .50 
A Spiritualist :1.00 F. Bruliter NU 
C, Garwood 1.00 P. Benzer ,50 
Portia Gage 200 John Geggerle .50 
J. Abramson 100 D. McMillen .50 
A. Semmendinger 100 W. Butterfield 50 
E, C. Porter 100 A. Smith 50 
C, W. Porter 100 W. H. Thorpe 1.00 
N. S. Johnson 100 M. Thorpe 1.00 
Smith Mills 100 Sara Van Siekle 15 
J. W. Noyes 1.00 Liberal League No, 195 3,00 
R, P. Harrington 100 Leroy Dutton 5 00 
E. Livezey 100 Miss E. M. Sawyer 100 
Geo. Thorn 100 D. E, Pendleton 1,00 
John Cyphert 2.00 James Bridger .60 
Wm. Smith 500 Benj. Sanders 1.00 
C. H. Latham .50 Mrs. Maggie E Clark 1.00 
A, Pope .50 Bt. Johns, Ill., League, 0n 
L R. Webb 100 John Cosgrove 

Moses Quinby 100 Dennis Jacob 1 D 
E. G. Wallace 1.00 A. N, Albright 2.00 
Mrs. Louisa Post 1.76 


Many thanks to the above kind friends who hav thus gen- 
erously contributed toward the expenses which a trip to 
Europe will necessitate, "We are sorry to say, however, 
that with the generosity that has thus been shown not more 
than one-half enough has been contributed to carry one 
delegate over and back again, which will prove a small 
allowance for two. In consequence the trip is for the 
present somewhat-held in abeyance. It is likely one will 
go, and possibly two, but we will not start before the 24st, 
Mr, Rawson has some work to finish which will occupy 
him till that time. Ifthere are others who feel like aiding 
will they be kind enough to remit at once ? it not used it . 
will be returned, or used as directed. 

“4 o—_______- 
[From Dr, Foote's Health Mfonthly.] 


Report of the Treasurer of the Bennett Recep- 
tion Fund. " 
r. 


Total amount of contributions to fund received, 
The disbursements of the fund were as follows : 
Rent of Chickering Hall.............. . -$80.00 
Advertising in city papers as per receipts 


Cr. 
$297.97 


on file. «2. es cance tng Vose se 90 00 
Printing 30,000 circulars................ . 55.42 
Distributing the same..................05 28 00 
Printing posters. .... a... cc cece eee eee 8 00 
MUSIC: racje Ibat e ape A en ER 19.00 
Traveling expenses of speakers from a dis- 

CANCE eer. Seuele aac re teatral 19 75 
Stationery, postage, etti... e.e reren 2.10 

297.27 


Respectfully submitted, H. B. Brown, Treas. . 
—— —— 9 — 


Mrs. Slenker's Efforts Appreciated. 


To TRE EDITOR OF Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: “Sexual 
Intemperance,” by E. D, Slenker, savors of life; it is the 
*'galt of the earth." The premises she takes are primary 


and fundamental to purity, healtb, and development of 


body and soul. l 

The Christians hav a savior, a mediator, a propitiator, in 
the person of Jesus, and in their reliance on his atoning 
blood they hav waxed worse. Instead of being saved from 
Adam's fall, the church licenses the repetition of it, with 
one big washing-day to settle the account, 

Counting the Shakers as among the “ glimmering stars,” 
she puts one very pertinent question—‘‘And of them all, 
bow many liv pure from a real knowledge of the laws of 
hygiene ?" 

How many of the assumed Christian priesthood uader- 
stand what Jesus meant by the ‘‘ temple” which he forbad 
them to ‘‘defile?” And what do they say and do about it ? 
Do they not teach soul salvation and a remote heaven, 
locating the defiled temple and ‘‘ heaven within " on earth ? 

The bodily and earthly condition should so harmonize as 
to make a primary heaven instead of a ‘‘vain world of sin.” 

Elmina is one of the voices crying in the wilderness of 
sin—physical sin. Such voices are more potent to-day than 
the record or echo of Bt. John’s, 


Oan any man 
Save pu Tod quu gd t? 
The laws of G od" 
Hav each a rod— 
Who breaks them must get hurt. 

Go on, Elmina ! the world has need of such saviors. Save 
the bodies now by a knowledge of physiological law and 
rational scientific truth, If Christians allow Infidels the 
vanguard in staying physical abominations, judged by the 
standard of works, who is to blame ? For every body saved 


there is a soul salvation, , ELWAR MYRIOK, „a 


558 


Ghe Gui) Seeker, 3ulp 17, 1880. | 


A Few Words for Mrs. Slenker, 


To TRE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Mrs. Slen- 
ker expressed my sentiments when she said in Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER of June 19th, in replying to one of my letters, that 
she hopes “all Liberals will try to be liberal, broad, and 
Charitable. We are seeking for truth, and it is only by ex- 
changing thoughts and experiences fairly that real truth and 
fact wil be won. I for my part would rather not gain a 
victory over one who thought differently from myself if by 
winning it I was leading any inquirer away from truth and 
into the swamps, bogs, and fens of error. I want truth, 
even though it confilcts with all.I hold dear, precious, and 
holy." No pen ever wrote a grander sentiment. It is 
worthy of a Confucius, a Socrates, a Humboldt, or a Frank- 
lin, *'I am right; you are wrong,” has always been the 
thunder of bigotry and superstition ; but '' I may be wrong; 
' you may be right; come, let us reason together," has 
always ‚been the herald of truth and progression. Mrs. 
Slenker says she caunot understand how I can reconcile | 
all that seems 80 improbable and wonderful with the known ! 
laws of nature. To me the truths of Spiritualism do not 
seem improbable, nor do they fail to harmonize with the 
known laws of nature. "To those who believe that death 
ends all, spirit manifestations and communion must indeed 
seem improbable and wonderful. To me the fact that in- ' 
‘visible organized intelligences are able to manifest and 
prove their existence is no more Wonderful or improbable 
than that all intelligence, force, and life are invisible and : 
continually manifesting their presence by the laws of nature, 
in and through thé material visible universe about us, If 
my arm or brain is moved or excited it certainly is done in 
harmony with natural law ; and admitting the law of psy- 
chology to be true, that mind can control mind as well as 
matter, I do not see that it isso very improbable or wonder- ; 
ful that a superior mind can control an infirm one, or that 
it makes much difference whose it is. We reject miracles 
and unnatural wonders, after having proved them such, as 
relentlessly as Materialists of the ‘* death enda all” school. 
It would be well to remember that one Spiritualist is not the 
measure of all other Spiritualists any more than one Mate- 
rialist is the measure of all others. That would be very un- 
just indeed. Some believe everything, however improbable, 
while others sift to the bottom for every faet they find, It 
would be as upjust to charge us all with having the same 
credulity as it would be to charge the whole race with hav- 
ing large amativness because Aaron Burr had it so devel- 
oped. But it is not wise to attempt to abridge or correct 
their excessiv credulity by calling them "frauds or incompe- 
tents. The way to do it is to giv them facts and proofs 
which are incontestable. 

Mrs. Blenker asks how all thé millions, billions, and quin- 
tillions of human beings that hav lived and died employ 
and enjoy themselvs on this earth. Now I really do not 
think it necessary to solve this problem. If I must do so 
to prove that there are no improbabilities or unnatural 
wonders in Spiritualism, then it must remain guilty as 
charged, for I cannot doit. I don’t think I could if I were 
to write five thousand years, with all the resources of the 
spirit world at my command. If I should be asked to weigh 
all the invisible and imponderable matter, or to fix the lim 
its or boundaries of the magnetic sphere which surrounds 
and belongs to this earth I could not do it; nor can I trav- 
erse space and fix its boundaries. There are some questions 
even Spiritualists cannot answer. : 

Again, she asks: ‘Why do we not find them more 
advanced in knowledge of all kinds ? If one man could liv 
here right straight on for five thousand years, in full 
strength of body and mind, and grow, progress, develop, 
&nd learn all the time, just think what & mass of informa- 
tion he would possess, But do any of the supposed spirits 
ever manifest anything of this superiority to their human 
living companions ?" Now, I hav to smile just a little when 
I read that question, I hav met it so often ; itseems to hav 
atamped on it the words ‘Or bearer,” for it passes cur- 
rent everywhere among Materialists of the ‘death ends 
all” school. If Mrs, Slenker were a little more of a Spirit- 
ualist than she is, she would hav found the answer, for to 
my mind it is às simple as the a, b, c of a child’s primer. 
The object of Spiritualism is not to giv spirits a chance to 
display their knowledge and accomplishments. It is to 
prove a future existence, to admonish us to build for oür- 
selves a grand and noble manhood. The great burden of 
their. instructions is, Be true, be honest, do right, cultivate 
a love for the good and beautiful, be charitable, acquire 
knowledge and wisdom, and listen to the silent voices 
which speak from within and without. Spirits tell us we 
shall receive whut we earn, that we must not wait, Micaw- 
‘ber-like, for something to turn up. It is a mistaken idea 
that spirits from the wisdom sphere are going to relieve us 
of all care and responsibility ; that they are going to stuff 
and gorge us with knowledge ‘‘to order.” That would be 
robbing us of our individuality, and of the blessed con- 
sciousness that we ourselvs hav honestly earned what we 
possess. When we hav earned a prize it is ours by every 
principle of right and justice, and cannot be withheld. 
How foolish to giv a child five years old mathematics, as- 
tronomy, geology, Latin, or Greek. That would be an ex- 
hibition of conceit which I at least choose not to be guilty 
of, but it would be quite as reasonable as for spirits who 
hav five thousand years of accumulated knowledge to dose 
us puny infants with what they hav acquired. 

Spirits do sometimes strive to giv us through these untu- 
tored organisms What they hav learned away up in the wis- 
dom spheres of spirit life, but I always regard such with 
grave suspicion, for, in my judgment, the proper way is to 
wait till we get there, and then we can learn for ourselvs 
what they know. AsI see it, many of our very best medi- 
ums’ organisms and time are monopolized by{conceited 
spirits, who glory in telling what they are, what they hav 
done, aud hav learned in spirit life, Because mistakes are 


made on the other side is no reason why Spiritualiem is not 
true. People I hope will some time learn that the proper 
way to try Spiritualism is by its merits and success, and 
not by its errors and failures, Perhaps the fact that so 
many of our great mediums are made to discourse on the 
knowledge of the higher spheres is that this is deemed as 
good a way as any to cure us of going over into the next 
world for that which we can get only when we get there, 
and only by honestly earning it for ourselvs. Let us not eat 
the meals of to-morrow till to-morrow comes. I believe in 
the motto, ‘One world at a time," Let us learn how to 
mske the most of this world, for opportunities are passing 
which will never be ours again to enjoy. If our lives here 
hav been misspent, if we hav not accomplished what we 
ought, we shall find on entering spirit life that ‘‘ the sum- 
mer is past, the harvest ended," and our garners are empty. 
Those men and women liv the noblest and most useful lives 
who attend most Carefully to the little things, the duties and 
details of every-day lite, 

A few days ago a prominent Spiritualist wrote me: ‘* You 
are engaged in the same fight I was twenty years ago. Now 
Iam in harmony with the leaders of Spiritualism. I am 
engaged in the advanced work.” Poor fellow; I pity him! 
He has learned all he can here. He is more than ripe. His 
granaries are all full. He livs in two worlds—his feet in 
this, his hands.and brain in the next. 

Again I say the object of Spiritualism is not to giv spirits 
or mortals an opportunity to show how much they know; 
and those who require spirits to display knowledge which 
it has taken five thousand years to accumulate I hope may 
be gratified, but I doubt very much whether a spirit can be 
found who will do so foolish a thing. If Edward Gibbon, 
With all the resources of the spirit world at his command, 
should write and giv to the world a history of the prehis- 
toric ages, and a few trifling errors should Creep in, as is not 
at all improbable under the circumstances, those errors 
would more than outweigh all its merits, and the book con 
sequently be deemed worthless. ‘‘ All is not gold that 


| glitters,” and the same rule may very aptly apply to wis- 


dom. If I find any bigotry or prejudice mixed with wisdom 
I at once lay it aside.. I want none of it. ** With all our 
getting let us get wisdom,” but let us see to it that it is not 
what should be called by another name. 

I fear my friend Mrs. Slenker’s experience and investi- 
gations in the line of Spiritualism hav not been as extensiv 
or fortunate as my Own, for I hav not only read but listened 
to sentiments which indicated an intelligence as superior to 
the mediums’ through whom they were given as theirs was 
to a child’s. I hav known mere children to express senti- 
ments worthy the wisest philosophers. I hav heard people 
who knew comparativly nothing of the sciences or dead 
languages converse for hours most learnedly with experts 
and men of science. Sores of wel: authenticated instances 
of this kind are on record, proving conclusivly a superior 
intelligence, yet the information elicited was but of trifling 
importance compared to the proof it afforded of an organ- 
ized individual existence, independent of and outside of 
these organisms of flesh and biood. Yet more is called for 
even to the extent of wisdom that requires thousands of 
years to accumulate aud comprehend, believing that we who 
hav just commenced, as Mrs. Slenker says, to learn can 
comprehend and appreciate it. I hope Mrs. S'enker will 
not consider me impertinent or unfair, for I count myself 
in tco when I say, in my opinion, it would be ‘* casting 
pearls before swine," I fear the wise and good in spirit 
life, who are laboring to elevate humanity, are too often 
reminded of that apt saying. Much good seed is sown, but 
it falls on rocky and barren ground. The trouble is, peo- 
ple hav heard and read so much about the errors, frauds, 
and silly doings of silly people that they hav come to be- 
lieve it is all bad, and that Spiritualists are ail a weak- 
minded, deluded set.’ I call this looking at the dark side of 
the picture, which is very easy to do when everbody else, 
whose company is degirabie, is looking the same way too. 
I of course do not know how extensivly my friend Mrs. 
Slenker has investigated Spiritualism, yet I am ineliaed to 
believe her experience has been very like my brother Bab- 
cock’s, who says he 'never investigated because he never 
had an opportunity." To such I will candidly say: Before 
you farther judge, make opportunities. If they will not 
come to you, go to them, 

Mrs. Blenker says, ‘‘I do not shut my eyes to the failures 
and say that nature always works for the happiness of man 
or beast, tree or flower.”. Nor do I; for from the failures 
are learned our most valuable lessons, but I cannot agree 
with her that nature does not always work for happiness 
and good. I believe, on the contrary, that she always does ; 
that she invariably produces the very best results she possi- 
bly can; that it is only when conditions are against her that 
she fails to do so. Giv to nature her best conditions and 
she will never fail to produce a beautiful flower, a noble 
tree, or a perfect man. Giv her bad conditions, and the 
reverse willbe true. 1f we would be healthy, we must be 
cleanly, use & proper food, and attend to all the laws of our 
being. If we would enjoy cool breezes, we must not dwell 
in a desert, I would as gooa believe in an orthodox devil 
as to believe that nature mocks us or ig treacherous, or to 
believe there is & Something in nature that seeks to produce 
failures and disastrous results maliciously. I wiil not thus 
impeach her. i 

But Mrs. Slenker givs us “the most ünkindest cut of all” 
when she says, '* Nor do I believe in the philosophy of any 
ism that rests its issues on dreams, visions, or imaginary 
effects." This I think is plainly intended as a definition or 
summing up of the phenomenal part of Spiritualism, but I 
think it is about the worst I ever saw. -It ‘‘ rests its issues 
on dreams, visions, and imaginary effects.” Dreams and 
visions are good as far as they go, but when the great multi- 
tude of manifestations which spirits produce, to prove exist- 
ence and identity, and to giy us instruction, is summed up 


in the term * imaginary effects,” it is evident the writer is 
really thankful she ''is not as others are.” It is hardly 
“fair play" to pronounce my facta ‘‘imaginary effects,” 
Will Mrs. Slenker say if “the raps” are imaginary effects ? 
and the intelligence which invariably. accompanies them ? 
Are. Mr. Bennett’s “proofs” ‘imaginary effects,” to 
which he aliudes when ha says, '* We hav on several occa- 
sions received proofs of the existence of intelligences dis- 
connected with visible and physical organizations ?" Were 
the manifestations witnessed by Crookes, Zollner, and Joe 
Cook ‘‘imaginary effects ?'" I think not. I believe sooner 
or later Mrs. Slenker will revise her opinions about those 
‘imaginary effects," for I believe she is a true, good wo- 
man, and fully means it when she says she desires the truth 
at al] hazards. She necessarily interprets our experiences 
from the Materialistic, or ** death ends all” standpoint, and 
will until she gets the proofs we hav had. - 

Her interpretation of my experience with the spirit who 
wanted beer is the only one she can consistently giv. It 
looks reasonable, too, yet I knowit is not the true one. She 
says it would be hard to prove it was a spirit that caused the 
thirst. If I should hav a pain in my head or stomach, I 
could not prove it, yet to me it would be a fact neverthe- 
less, But that was the only time in my life when beer was 
anything to me but a bitter, nauseous drink. The moment 
I refused the thirst ceased as suddenly as it came. If it 
was a ** wrong condition of health which called for stimu- 
lus,” why not let some drunkard try the same remedy as a 
cure for drunkenness, when he is absolutely sure no spirit 
is using hi3 psychological powers to procure the beer or 
whisky ? But Iam told that what my guides—whom I can 
converse with at any moment—told me concerning the mat- 
ter, was an “imaginary eff2ct." "That incident was given 
not so much as proof of spirit existence as to show the 
necessity for us to guard against the influence of splrits who 
hay not yet learned the better way. I do not believe 
* whatever is is right,” but I do bolieva there are two uni- 
versal laws prevailing everywhere, running parallel and 
diametrically opposed to each other, & wrong and a right, 
the wrong looking to misery and suffering, the right to 
wisdom and happiness, and that we can generally take our 
choice. E. A, CHAPMAN, 


Lowell, Mich. 
—— 9 — — ———- 


Spread and Destiny of Freethought. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTA SEEKER, Sir: As you 
are a leading and representativ Freethinker of our country, 
and about to depart to Brussels to take part in the Interna. 
tional Congress of Freethinkers which assembles in August, 
I deem it my duty to present some facts which I trust can- 
not fail to interest that distinguished and enlightened body. 
I will, then, briefly set forth my observations made during 
extended travels from the Missouri river to the Pacific, and 
from Alaska to South America. Society may be said to be 
in its rough manhood, young and vigorous, all over this vast 
domain alluded to. : i 

As in all new countries freedom of action and freedom of 
speech are the rule, not the excepticn. I will specify as 
follows : 1. On the great plains and in the heart of the Rocky 
Mountains the majority of the pioneers are Freethinkers, 
As population increases priests and parsons make their ap- 
pearance, establish churches and Sunday-schools, gain an 
ascendency over the women, and take complete charge of 
the mind and destinies of the youth. It is through this 
action that Christianity gets a foothold, growe, and increases. 
The Freethinkers, while free themselves, are careless with 
regard to their wives and families, Indeed, thoughtful 
Freethinkers say that the women and chiidren must hav 
churches and schools (religious) of some kind, and since 
Freethought offers nothing, as a last resort they attend the 
Christian churches, "There is no organization of F'reethink- 
ers in all the vast regions mentioned, except a few, very 
few, auxiliary Leagues of the National Liberal League. 
With organization and a sweet, hopeful philosophy or mo- 
rality for the women and children, temples of Freethought | 
would dot the great land named as stars dot the firma- 
ment. 

2. The Pacific coast, including s1] the states and territo- 
ries west of the Rocky Mountains, has hosts and hosts of 
Freethinkers, but entirely unorganized. It is all body, but 
no soul or gpirit, that is, a warm, living, fruitful, hopeful, 
enthusiastic unity does not pervade it. Individual self-will 
does not yield gracefully to the necessity of organization 
and union, This city contains over 300,000 inhabitants, yet 
it has only one recently organized and as yet small Free- 
thought society, namely, League No. 190 of the National 
Liberal League. The city literally swarms with Freethink- 
ers, 98 does the entire coast, but the great difficulty is to 
get them together to work in union end as a body. The 
professional classes, especially physiciaus, are Freethinkers, 
[he lawyers also, but being more worldly, they conceal 
their real thought to a great extent. All the literary men, 
with rare exceptions, are Freethinkers, 

8. The intellectual classes who to-day govern Mexico are 
enthusiastic advocates of Freethought. You might travel 
the country from one end to the other and never find a lead- 
ing, activ man in the military, political, literary, and even 
business eircle8 who enters a church from year to year. All: 
the literateurs of the country are men who not only do not 
go to church, but are doing all they can to destroy the 
power of the priesthood, Iam personally acquainted with 
many of them, and they are noble fellows.: What Isay of 
Mexico applies to the Central American states, notably ao to 
Guatemala. Columbia, one of the finest republica in South 
America, is full of Freethinkers.or Liberals, and between 
them and the church party there hav been, and are occa- 
tionaliy now, bloody conflicts.- The Liberals in all the 
Spanish American countries named hav had to war for life 
since the overthrow of Spanish rule. They are now in a 
majority in all these republics, and under their rule freedom 
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ot thought in religious matters is as secure as in the United |a famous Materialist. His presence boded evil only to the 


States ; yes, even more so, for the case of D. M. Bennett, 
cruelly imprisoned by Christian bigots in the United. States, 
and Bradlaugh denied his rights im the British Parliament 
because he does not swear by an-invisible and imsginary 
God, show that we are not free as in Mexico or the Spanish 
American countries. I met in my travels along the Pacific 
many. South Americans who told me that Freethought was 
making rapid progress in their respectiv countries, and 
especially in Chili. . 

4. During s tour from here to Russian America some 
years ago, I met free and liberal souls in Vancouver, 
British America, and Alaska. There, too, there are hosts 
of Freethiakers, but as usual no union, the result of no 
organization. | 

9. la a voyage to the South Sea Islands, I found all the 
nativ chiefs and almost all the intelligent nativs were Frec- 
thinkers. This is peculiarly applicable to the Sandwich 
Islands, King Kalakaua being an out-and-out Freethiuker. 
Missionaries of Christianity hav been working in Hawaii 
for over seventy-five years, but they hav never been able to 
convert the chiefs. As usual, missionaries attack the weak, 
the women and the children, and under pretense of guiding 
them heavenward, liv sumptuously. upon the superstition 


good, harmonious Spiritualists, 

> Again, the Severances were to be there, and their hetero- 
dox views would certainly disturb the tranquility of any 
would-be peaceable meeting. "Then the Hulls were ex. 
pected. . Worse aud worse! Of course they would endeavor 
to force their Greenbackism, Freeloveism, and nobody 
knows what down the throats of respectable persons who 
might be there, and the people would not stand it. So for 
some time before the opéning of the meeting mutterings 
were in the air, and our good brother Follet was besieged 
by trouble-borrowers on every hand. But the work went 
on, Four days of Celightful weather was given us for the 
meeting, which was held on the fair grounds, about a mile 
and a hsif from the town. It was a delightful place, and I 
would say right here, I believe one of the grandest plat- 
forms ever erected in America was on this spot. It was as 
broad as thought could possibly be, and so strong that each 
speaker uttered his or her thoughts without fear or trem- 
bling because they knew the foundations could not be 
shocked by the honest truth, There were Spiritualists and 
anti- Bpiritualists, Christians and anti-Christians, Greenback- 
ers and anti-Greenbackers gathered into this meeting, each 
with kindly feeling, determined to giv all sides a hearing 


they preach. Under missionary rule the population of the | and then decide for themselves, "There were discussions, 


Sandwich Islands hav rapidly died out. Tae missionaries 
never taught the nativs sny of the practical arts, never 


| 


and no wranglings; dissensions, but no inharmonies, be- 
cause the speakers from the first impressed the audience 


showed them how to build houses, how to till the earth, with the idea that they had come there to agree to disagree; 


how to make boots and shoes, clothing, or. anything of the 
kind. They hav literally sung and prayed the nativs to 
death, and the few survivors who believe in Christianity are, 
' true to their teaching, consummate hypocrits, 

6. In all the countries named the various Christian sects 
are Warring bitterly for mestership, and are only united 
when ihey can crush Freethought. The various Protestant 
sects ure as hostil to esch other as they are as a body hostil 
to the Catholic body of Christians. The Roman Catholic 
church is making extraordinary headway on the Pacific 
coast ; this city is filled with chapels, nunneries, and mon- 
asteries. More than nine-tenths of the converts to Free. 
thought come from the ranks of Protestantism, and in time 
this latter will baa mere shadow, It is now dissolving; it 
has no head, no unity. It is kept alive by its prejudice to 
Catholicism ; it has no living, burning faith, I take it, 
then, that the battles of the future, in what we call the 
civilized world, will be fought between the soldiers in the 
army of Freethought—c hen it is organized and has living 
and eternal principles incorporaied—and the legions of 
superstition as representing the Roman Catholic church. 
The organization of the latter is admirable ; its. aggressiv- 
ness is at once defiant and soothing ; its end and aims, the 
conquest of the bodies and souls of men; women, and 
Chilareu' in life and in death. 
thé child at iis birth, blessing it, and follows it through life 
to the grave, blessing it, and a sweet heaven for every bless- 
ing it makes a dollar or two. The Roman church hag no 
legal tax gatherers, yet wherever I hav been it was sim"ly 
astonishing to see how freely the devotees of superstition 

: paid their tithes to the mother church. 

7. If the International Congress of Freethinkers, and 
those great Liberal bodies uniting with them for debate and 
action, can giv us a Vitalizing, warm, hopeful system of 
Morality ; can create an organization that will bind and 
unite us ; can giv the human soul a sweet hope or trust that 
will make family life endearing and life beyond a possibil- 
ity, at present eternal darkness to the mind of the mother 
and child, then the future is curs, Men say to me every 
day, ‘‘ You crush out all hope, all aspiration, except the 
confines and limits of mere Materialism, We want no 
priests or parsons, but we want, at least, hope—the delusion 
of eternal light rather than the delusion of eternal dark- 
ness.” If the Congress wastes its time in discussing what 
the soul is or is not, or any shadowy and intangible subject 
of the kind, it will not be able to accomplish any good. If 
it deals with practical questions, such ag the best way to 

` banish misery from the earth, to decrease crime, to distrib- 
ute wealth more evenly, to make life on the farm a delight, 
to make people contented, to make education practical, all 
as applied to the coming system that is to replace dying out 
Christianity, theu the Congress can do a great deal of good. 
I hope that the International bodies assembled will work in 
the greatest harmony; that as a unit its seyings and delibera- 
tions will be marked by good sense, moderation, and dig- 
nity. Iam sure the noble men representing the National 
Liberal Lesgue—the most extensiv Freethought organiza- 
tion in America—will honor themselves and the great cause 
they represent. May the Congress do a great and glorious 
work. 

With my heari's best wishes for trath, justice, and prof- 
perity as tne corner-stornes on which to found human hap- 
piness, X remain, Fraternally yours, Byron ADONIS. 

San Francisco, Cal. : 

—— —— — 


The Belvidere Meeting. 


To tum Epiror OF Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I am just 
home from the West. I am in a chatty mood, and I beg the 
privilege of infl'cting a short, gossipy letter upon your gen- 
erous readers. I want to tell them something about the 
grand meeting recently held in the charming town of Bel- 
videre, Ill. I wil not take time nor spece to go into 
details, Suffice it to say it was a decided success, and all 
the more so when we take into consideration that the enter- 
prise was managed by.one man, and he inexperienced in 
such matters, with an attempt to bring together the Liber- 
alists of all classes. Of course there were some professed 
Liberals, including not & few Spiritualists, who prophesied 
all sorts of wicked things concerning the meeting. How 
could it be otherwise ? Jamieson was to be there, the ter- 


rible "backslider," the once notorious Spiritualist, and now of truth and reason cannot arouse progremsiv thought, and 


The priest takes charge of |. 


feature of the camp-meeting. 


that every truly great man or woman must become cosmo- | 


politan in their ideas. The social meetings were a happy 
They were chiefly carried on 
by members of the audience, who seemed earnest in their 
endeavors to get light on the vital questions of the hour; 

No word of mine is needed in praise of the efforts of the 
speakers, Every discourse was replete with thought, and 
delivered with an earnestness that comes only from souls 
impressed with the importance of a great work. 


It was my good fortune to form the acquaintance of our. 


worthy brother E. C. Walker, of Iowa. He is in dead ear 
nest, I assure you ; he thoroughly understands the work of 
the Liberal League, and I know the friends of the move- 
ment hav no more faithful or competent laborer than he. 
F. F. Follet, the man who called the meetiag, is enthusi- 
astic in the work, He informed me that he had received a 


'commission from the Nstional Liberal League to work as an 


organizer in the state of Illinois. I trust he will hav the 
encouragement and support of the Liberals, for his life is 
p'edged to the work. ) 
Liberals, take courage; progressiv men and women are 
coming to the front They accept nothing short of uni- 
versal freedom. That we may ail outgrow ists, isms, and 
ites, recognize the good everywhere, and emulate the exam- 
ple set forih at the Belvidere camp-meeting, is the earnest 
wish of your humble correspondent, Martin E. HULL, 
Boston, Mass., July 27, 1880. 
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Remarks made at a Debate in Philadeiphia on 
the Subject of Taxation of Church Property. 
BY SADA BAILEY. 


One of the best arguments in favor of the taxation of 
church property is that as its non-taxation imposes heavier 
taxes upon secular property therefore Liberals are com 
pelled to pay for the dissemination of ideas to which they 
are bitterly opposed, and as one of these ideas is that Chris- 
tians can sin without suffering for it, we will not be wan- 
dering far from the subject to consider this point. I- once 
had a neighbor who was a Catholic woman. One day my 
little-son asked me if he might go with this woman's boy to 
do something which I knew was against her religion. I 
answered, ‘No, my son, for although you and I think it 
right, I would not obey the Golden Rule did I allow you to 
encourage the boy in disobeying his mother.” 

Just then the mother made her appearance, and said, 
** Yes, Leny, indade you may go with Harry!" 

** Why, Mrs. Graves,” said I, ‘‘is this not against your 
religion?” 

She answered, ''Indade it is, madam, but, Leny can you 
explain to the lady how we can fax that oul right?” 

The’ lad looked complacently into my face and said, 
* And sure, mum, I'd confess it to the praist and the praisvll 
forgiv me." i ] 

Ireplied, “Iam glad that the only priest my son has to 
go to is the high-priest within his own soul, his conscience, 
which he fears to offend, and which he knows will cause 
him suffering if he disoboys it.” 

Just think of it! a mother telling her child that it matters 
little what he does if it is something the priest will forgiv 
him for! And the Protestant’s idea of responsibility is no 
better; for they say that the soul-status of a moral and 
honest individual who does not believe in Jesus is not as 
good as the immoral person wh» does believe in Jesus, 
Christians can do anything; they can grind down the poor, 
they can liv aristocratically, which is diametrically opposit 
to the sweet spirit of the humble Nazarene, whose character 
we should all love and admire; they can look with scorn 
upon people who honestly earn their living, the only class 
that should be respecteb'e ; Christians can do anything and 
be all right so long as they beiieve, or think they believe, 
or pretend to think they believe, in that impossible fable 
about God taking on the form of a man and giving himself 
up to be murdered to appeasc bis own angry wrath! Is not 
this the most pernicious and demoralizing idea that ever 
disgraced the human mind ? 

Here is another reason why churches should be taxed. 
As long as they are not, unthinking people will look upon 
them as too sacred to be taxed, and their creeds as too 
sacred to be attacked; and the brains of thousands are 80 
enveloped with the cobweb of superstition that the sunlight 


thus people liv in false conditions, with the idea that to be 
born again will save them, thus preventing humanity from 
going energetically to work and preparing true conditions 
in which children can be iightly born at first, yea, in which 
they can be rightly raised, and taught that humanity can 
only be saved when every child that is born is taught to 
earn an honest living, and liv an honest life. . 

I should think that every Liberal woman who is a mother 
or who hopes to bear that blessed name, every woman who © 
would ascend that highest throne :of thrones where the 
crown of motherhood is. set upon her brow, a mother from 
whose anxious soul by day and by night is ever pouring 
forth that unceasing prayer that her children may grow 
up to love and reverence all that is good and beautiful and 
true, would want all done that can be done to teach the 
longing, yearning, hungry heart of humanity the grand and 
beautiful truth that an enlightened conscience, educated by 
reason and knowledge, is a better guide to a true life than 
all the priests of Christendom ; and that this enlightened 
conscience will do more to save humanity than either the | 


Catholic or Protestant Jesus. 
——— — 9 à9———————— 


Ingersoll on Shakspere and the Stage. 


Among the ''letters from the absent” passed over by 
accident at the recent Booth breakfast in New York, was 
the following from Col. Ingersoll, which, by the courtesy 
of Mr. Barrett, ia now for the ficst timo mada public : 

‘*Wasnineton, D. C., June 14, 1880. 

** Lawrence Barrett, Hag , My Dear Sir: Had it been pos 
sible, your kind invitation would hav been accapted. Noth- 
ing could giv me more pleasure than to be where a great 
actoris honored. We now kaow thata man able even to 
understand Shakspere is great, and that only a genius can 
clothe in living flash, filled and thrilled with life's hot blood 
and passion's flame, the mighty offspring of the world’s best 
brain, To us, living in an age approaching civiizition, it 
is amazing that in the oae complete aud perfect mau, the 
one within whose heart all raves lived and in whose brain 
was stored the fruit of all thought passed, the secds of all to 
be, was called a ‘sturdy vagrant’ in the Eaglish law, while 
socially he fell below the dullest parson and the half-fed 
footman of the lowest quire. Aud yet to him all hearta 
were Open a8 the sky, and nature told her secrets with his 
lips. His mind was like a sea to which all rivers ran, and 
from which now the realms of thought recaive tha dew and 
rain, In the drama the highest thought in every age has 
found expression. While throne and altar forged and fas- 
tened chains, the poor slaves heard upon the stage the actor 
curse the injustice of the world, and wept with joy to see, 
even in a play, the captiv free. In all the other walks of 
life, rogues, hypocrits, aad cowards oft succeed, but on 
the stage applause greets only those who represent the 
great, the loving, brave, and true, or giv to public scorn the 
very heart of vice. And now the actor takes his place 
among the benefactors of mankind.  Heininge and Condel, 
in their dedication of the folio of 1623, speak of Shakspere’s 
works as ‘these triflzs,’? Yet ‘ these triflea’ will outliv the 
pyramids and their dust They will be remembered as long 
as most things will be forgotten. Edwin Booth has elevated 
and refined the stage. He has recognized the sacredness of 
art, He has become illustrious a3 an interpreter of ‘these ` 
trifles,’ and it should. satisfy his ambition to know that to 
and with the speech of Shakspere his name and memory 
will be linked and mingled forever. 

“ Thanking you once more, again regretting my inability 
to be with you, and hoping that the English will honor Mr, 
Booth as much as he has us, I remain, 2 

‘* Sincerely yours, ROBERT Q. INGERSOLL,” 
^ — 4 RR 


Col. Ingersoll on the Political Situation. 


To THE EDITOR OF TuE TRUTH ÑEEKER, Sir; lam sure 
every one of your readers will be pleased to learn the 
views of our great orator and statesman, Col. Robert .G. 
Ingersoll, on the political situation. I therefore hand you 
the following letter for publication: H. L. G. 

Base Rock Hovsz, y 
GLOUCESTER, Mass., July 6, 1880. | 

Dear Mr. Green: As long as the Democratic party is con- 
trolled by the Catholics—as long as that party is afraid to 
pass a resolution that the public moneys shall not be given 
to sectarian schools—I shall vote some other ticket. The 
real way to settle this matter is for the Liberals to appoint a 
committee to draft questions and propose them to the can- 
didates. Iam satisfied that General Garfield is willing to 
extend to me every right that he claims for himself. If he 
is not, then I am against him. Let us see how the candi- 
dates are upon these great questions. Let us ask them 
whether they are in favor of depriving Atheists of the right . 
of testifying in courts; whether they are for the total sepa- 
ration of church and state, and whether they think that a. 
man's civil and political rights should be affected by his 
religious or irreligious belief. Iam not afraid of the an- 
awers that General Garfield will giv. Let us know what we 
are doing. . 

I understand General Garfield is a Ohristian, and that 
in spite of bis religion he isa broad and liberal man. He 
is, in my judgmeu, entitled to the support of Liberal peo- 
ple. I may, however, possibly be mistaken. Let us ask 
him how he stands, Yours truly, 

' R, G. INGERSOLL. 
——— M — af a —— 
New. Auxiliary. 


196, Kansas Btate. Liberal League, President, Charles 
Robinson ; Secretary, W. H. T, Wakefield, Lawrence, Kan, 
Instructions, in English and German, and documents for 
forming Auxiliaries furnished free on application to - 

A. L, Rawson, Sec. N, L, L, 

19 Lafayette Place, New York QY 
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fetiere from friends. 
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` SOLDIER’s Home, W AsgiNGTON, D. C., July 8, 1880 
D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: Your venerable and faithful 
friend Mr. John Cosgrove, having learned you are to go to 
Europe, begs your acceptance of the inclozed two dollars to 
help meet expenses ` 
Your obedient servant, 


JAMES C. LEH MER. 


: ST. JOHNS. ILE.. July 5.1880. | 

Mr. A. L, Rawson, My Dear Brother: In reporting our 
League matters I hav to say that after organizing on the 16.h 
of June. 1879, we met regularly through the summer and 
fall. Our members are connected with the coa! mines, or 
rather with the ‘‘ Halliday Salt, Iron, and Coal Mining Co,” 
and some trouble having risen as to wages etc., many men 
left for other places, reducing our League meetings so much 
that they were suspended for a few weeks, but since April 
hav been continued weekly, with additions to the member- 
ship. s 

Our officers for this year are William Ellison, President ; 
Mrs. M. V. Hall, Secretary ; Andrew Mayor, Treasurer ; 
W. W. Hall, Wm. G. Knight, L, W. Ford, Mrs. Sarah K, 
Bailie, Committee. 

The Liberal cause is prospering here. Two of the school 
directors are members of our League, as is also the superin- 
tendent of the Illinois Central Coal and Iron Mining Com- 

any. 
E Please say to Bro, Bonnett that I believe F. E. Abbot 
knew more about the scurrilous pamphlet thst some one 
sent to my wife, and to thousands besides, than he is will- 
ing to confess, Every Liberai here who has given an opin- 
ion on the matter thinks the same. 

The President and Secretary of our League, at the meet- 
ing on the 4'h of July, were authorized to indorse the ten 
delegates mentioned in the inclosed circular. Five dollars 
were voted as a contribution to the expenses to Brussels. I 
wish you and Bro, Bennett, and all the other delegates a 
prosperous Voyage and safe return. 

Fraternally, Wm. A. THOMP30N. 

$ CHELSEA, Mass., July 11, 1880, 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Friend: I send my mite at a late 
hour— $1.00 for your European tour. I hope you will hav 
a pleasant time, I wish your dear, noble companion could 
accompany you. Itrust you will arrive safe and return the 
same, and 1 hope to hav the pleasure of seeing you in Bos- 
ton atter your return home. : 

Wishing you prosperity through life, I remain 

Your friend, C. M, SAWYER. 


CLEVELAND, O., July 8,1880. 

My REVERED BROTHER : Then you hav decided to go to 
Europe When I read that I said ''Glory!" It called to 
mind the time when you said, “Tne time has come to 
enlarge THE TRUTH SEEKER.” ‘ Whom the gods love 
they Chasten.” Oh, how our enemies goad us to high re- 
solvs—noble acts! Go to Brussels of course; it will tend to 
equalize the cruel past. Had I not just remitted the ** wid- 
ow’s mite" ($10), I would send remittance; but I am not 
flush in funds. 

I rejoice to know that so many ladies and gentlemen are 
to represent American freethought. It has been my pleas- 
ure to hav met many of these distinguished persons; and 
were my health adequate, I, too, would cross the ocean to 
gaze upon the worthy champions of Freethought who shall 
convene at the International Congress at Brussels. 

A late number of the Index was handed me, ‘‘ The sub- 
terranean or digger Radicals” and ''the mad-dog sheet.” seem 
to disturb the equanimity of the retired editor. Wonder 
how long before Bundy will retire? How can an editor 
print venom and pretend it is done in the interest of truth? 
‘fhe falsehood is too apparent. The ass's ears betray the 
beast, May holy angels guide you across the ocean and 
bring you safe back! GRACE L, PARKHUBST., 


PRAIRIE City, OR., June 12, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir : Inclosed please find my mite 
toward bearing your expenses to the Congress at Brussels 
($1). As you nav been incarcerated in a Christian prison 
for a year, Iam glad to hear that it is proposed for you to 
go out of the reach of your enemies for a short time. 
Your well-wisher, E. L. SANDFORD. 


: ASHLAND CENTRE, July 7, 1880. 
Mz. D. M, Bennett, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find $1,00, 
my mite in aid of your attendance at the Brussels Conven- 
tion, lam decidedly anxious that the Liberals of America 
engage you in particular as one to represent them there, as 
1t would certainly be the right maninthe right place. I 
ama stranger to you but you are not so to me; if you ex- 
amine your list you will find me a trial subscriber for a year 
dating a little subsequent to that accursed sentence of yours 
which the world now 80 well Knows of ard so bitterly scorns. 
It orthodoxy had wished to annihilate itself why did it not 
choose some honorable meaus of doing so. Thad for a little 
time previous to my subscription been enabled to catch an 
occasional glance at THE TRUTH SEEKER and it pleased me. 
I found J was not alone in venturing to phitosophize upon 
the Bible, I must say, about two years ago or so, was the 
first I knew of Liberalism. As I began reading your paper 
I felt like a colt running away—I felt that I could and would 
make a break from orthodoxy. I now feel and know that I 
am a much better man, already, from reading Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, snd I solicit the encouragement of all good Liberals, 
that I may still walk more uprightly until I am, what I ought 
to be, a true Liberal, and a full member of that class. The 
fact is, a poor backwoods thinking man can overtake in 
THE TRUTH SEEKER learning that he could not reach with- 
out it, and learning that I, for one, hav,long since craved. 
Yea, itis my eating, my drink, and my lodging at night. 
Ic is the grand leaven of our vast American literature, 

I, friend Bennett, too, have been looking in the last eigh- 
teen months, with complacent sorrow upon your misfortunes, 
and in silent admiration upon your successes. I hav often 
felt toward A. B. C. and Co., as J ought not to have done, 
to rotten egg them, But never mind, they are attributes of 
the past. As I hav seen so many noble-hearted men and 
women, the World over, clinging so firmly to you as their 
grand pole star and stanchest hope, I have felt ,like ex- 
Claiming at the top of my voice, Hurrah for Bennett and 
the liberal cause} Of a truth my heart and hand are in 
this theme. lam with you all to the letter, and there are 
many more in this, at present silent, neck of woods that take 
the same position and may be ere long you will hear more 
of us, Yer, go to Brussels-and promulgate to the world the 
glad tidings that in America too there are many, very many, 


whole-sowled philanthropista Who feel sorely priest-ridden; : 


and feel that even to this late day ancient mythology hangs 
over the happiness of man like a gloomy pall. By all mesus 
let the good men and women of the world confer together 
until they are enabled to eradicate the last vestige of bigotry, 
superstition and human suffering from off the face of this 
beautiful earth. Yours in love, D, E. PENDLETON. 


Enon VALLEY, PA., 

My Drar Bennett: Like thousands of others of your 
friends, I was not able to meet and congratulate you in per- 
son when you got home from prison. Nevertheless, I was 
as glad as anybody that you had got your hand out of the 
lion’s mouth; and as indignant at the church, which through 
the forms of law had trampled your person and your rights 
into the dust, because of tbe blows you had given in the 
great contention for the liberty of the human intellect and 
conscience. The best wish I hav for you is that you may 
liv to see the day when you will know, and your enemies 


too, that the cruel treatment you received has advanced the ; 
cause of freedom, and hastened the destruction of that! 


colossal system of cruelty and superstition called the church, 
whose history is written in blood and tears. I hope, too, 
that instead of crippling your paper it will become stronger 
&nd better than ever, 
Sincerely yours, 


BLACK CREEK, Wis., June 28 1880. 
D. M, BENNETT, Dear Sir: I received ''The Gods and 
Religions of Ancient and Modern Times,” I like it well. 
You will find $2 for the last volume, which will make my 
$5. Yours truly, G. B, COLE. 


A. B. BBADFORD. 


POLITICAL LETTERS. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: Yourself and some others of 
the Eastern bretnren seem to be still hankering after the 
fieshpots of the Democratic Egypt. ‘‘ Both parties are evi- 
dently bidding for the Liberal vote.” Exactly; and you 
propose that we shall accept the bid of one of them, and of 
that one which has lived through twenty years upon the 
prejudices of the ignorant and brutal by the open or tacit 
defense of slavery of the body ; and now we are asked to 
believe that it has become the especial champion of the 
liberty of the mind and the body as well Never was 
indulged & more unfounded hope. Lay not that flattering 
unction to your souls, for the leopard changes not thus his 
spots. z 

You argue that the Greenbackers are weak, that separate 
nominations upon the part of the Liberals would be futile, 
and hence we must giv our votes to the party which has a 
chance to win, Each man must act according to his own 
judgment, but for myself, I prefer to be the smallest of all 
independent animals rather than the tail of the most 
colossal lion. ‘*‘ The Democrats promis us a complete die- 
union of church and state.” The devil they do! Hav you 
not yet learned the value of political platform promises 
made by place hunters? I will venture the assertion that 
not one in ten of the delegates in that Democratic conven- 
tion had any more conception of what that plank meant 
than has the dead cat in the gutter. Does this seem harsh? 
Then investigate for yourselt, and see if it is not true. 

I will sadly confess that Iam disappointed at the action 
of the Greenback Convention. It has declared for the tax- 
ation of a)l property, and inserted a woman suffrage plank; 
this should be sufficient to secure it the support of all true 
Liberals, of men who know that only through a new party 
can we hope for the triumph of any reform. Buf we still 
open our conventions with the farce of prayer, and we hav 
placed a religious bigot at the head of our ticket. These 
are drawbacks, but still it is the party of progress, Mr. 
Gastineau says organize a Liberal party. I say amen. 
Under the circumstances I would much prefer to see Liberals 
exhibit a little more moral character and unite with the 
only reform party now in existence, and control it, as they 
could if they would but combine and show that tbeir pro- 
fessions of great love for humanity are genuine and sincere, 
not mere show. Bat if they cannot be made to actualize 
their Liberalism in this way, then let us do the next best 
thing, and set up political housekeeping for ourselvs. 

All arguments so far advanced in favor of union with or 
absorption by the Democracy are the trifling reasons of 
expediency, and will not influence the clear-seeing reformer. 
It is worse than folly for us to attach ourselvs to any old 
political corpse. We can't stand it. We cannot vote side 
by side with the still unrepentant thugs who burnt negro 
orphan asylums and hung colored men to lamp posts ín 
1868. Let us keep cool. This fever for immediate success 
has well-nigh ruined many a reform movement. It will 
only strand us on the rocks of disaster and leave us to bear 
the odium of Democratic bestiality. We can afford to wait 
for Victory. Yours for a straightforward line of march. 

E, C. WALKER, 


SyracusE, N. Y., July 9, 1880. 

My DEAR BENNETT: I believe you always like to know 
the opinion of your friends, even though they may not 
always agree with you, therefore allow me to say a few 
words upon the subject of politics. 

I think I reflect the opinion of alarge mejority of the 
Libersls in this vicinity in saying that l do not agree with 
you at all as to our present political duties, "THE TRUTH 
SEEKER is an exponent of Liberal thought, virtually the 
organ of the whole Liberal element in the United States, 
and should not, in my opinion, curry favor with either of 
the old parties, We, the Liberals, compose a political party 
ourselvs. If the time has not arrived for us to nominate 
candidates, let every Liberal choose his own from the three 
Candidates already in the field. i 

A great many Liberals, like yourself, feel justly aggrieved 
at our President for not doing his plain duty to you while 
you were suffering a cruel, unjust, avd illegal imprison- 
ment, yet the great mass of the Republican party are no 
more to blame for Mr. Hayes’ conduct than the Liberal 
League is responsible for the mistakes of some of its mem- 
bers. Had the Democratic party been in power it would 
hav been just the same. The Y. M. C. A. ruled Hayes, and 
they woud hav undoubtedly governed Tilden. 

A few Democratic papers denounce Hayes, a8 they 
denounce all Republicans. Had Mr. Hayes been sensible 
and courageous enough to do his duty in your case, these 
same Democratic papers, who now appear friendly, would 
hav been on the other side—denouncing Hayes for doing an 
act of justice. The average Democrat opposes alike every- 
thing, good or bad, advocated by a Republican. The Dem- 
ocratic party has always been the party of despotism. They 
were the defenders of American slavery; the mob party; the 
opposers of a registry law; the bitter opponents of temper- 
ance, and nearly all other reform movements, The igno- 
rant foreign vote is nearly all manipulated by that party; 
and what hav Liberals toexpect from democracy? Nothing, 
Do not think the leopard has changed his skin, 


While I respect your political opinion, Bro, Bennett, as 


Khe Grai Seeker, Jnly 12, 1880. 


an individual—and I hope yourself and Wakeman will both 
vote for the candidates of your choice—I do think that to 
virtually commit TuE TRUTH SEEKER to either Republican 
or Democratic party would be the hight of folly. 

i Fraternally yours, Joux W. TRUESDELL 


` Fort Les, N. J., July 8, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed find my dollar 
toward the Brussels Fund. Tus TRUTH SEEKER of to-day 
was a great surprise to our Liberal men around here We 
are going to form a League here. The first resolution 
offered and unanimously adopted was a sacred protest 
against yours and Wakeman’s suggestion to help tha old 
rotten concern called Democracy to power once more (Jesu- 
its. While it is an undisputed fact that the Republican 
party proved itself a modern Jesuit, itis just as true that the 
other old concern is and has been the original Jacobs, 

We are just hanging out s flag with the following: 
‘t Down with stock-swindlers [Garfields], and down with 
West Point aristocrats !" [Hancocks]. 

What in all common sense does this degeneration of a 
Democratic party offer for us retormers? Has she any idea, 
any principle, any desire of reform for a suffering human- 
ity? And you and Wakeman want usto vore for it, No, 
never. 'The money power made both the Republican and 
the Demoeratic platforms, and nominated on both sides the 


Ingersoll was with the Republicans.in Chicago. Right 
after them there assembled one thousand reformers, most of 
them Freethinkers. But no Ingersoll or Wakeman made 
an appearance with them. These one thousand delegates 
from the people made a platform for reforms for the peo- 
ple. Weare rather astonished that Truesdell (the money- 
changer) can cover more than aside in Tum TRUTH SEEKER 
and close up the debate. And we are atill more astonished 
that THE TRUTH SEEKER does not even mention or say a 
word about these one thousand and their doings. You, 
Bro. Bennett, used to be in favor of the Greenbackers, as - 
we hold the first necessary step to any and all reforms, All 
our enemies hav plenty to spend and to buy. . 

Now, what is the use of destroying all the gods.and the 
devil when our leaders preach fora more damnable idol 
that cursed and enslaved our people—the idol of gold; the 
idol of specie payments; the idol of national bank frauds? 

We consider that three-fourths of your readers are true 
reformers, and therefore will vote for James B. Weaver 
and B, I; Chambers, the only candidates for reform in the 
fieid. AUG, SEMMENDINGER. 
SALEM, O., July 5, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: Your issue of July 3d con- 
tains two articles, which, from their sources, are calculated 


'| candidates. 


to do much harm, not only to our especial cause, but to the 


general welfare of humanity. I allude to the letter of T. B. 
Wakeman, Esq., to H. L. Creen, and the leading editorial, 
which bears theearmarks ot D. M. Bennett. 

Mr. Wakeman thinks that we should hav another con- 
vention and resolve to support Hancock without asking any 
pledges of the Democratic party. With regard to the 
pledges he is right, for sll the promises that party could 
possibly make would be of less value than nothing. Ask 
pledges of that old party which coquetted with the Free 
Soil party for twenty years, and pleoged itself blindly so 
frequently that it was never expected to redeem. either 
promis or pledge? Ask pledges of the party which has had 
no principles that belong to a republic fur two-score years? 
Mr. Wakeman is right about the asking of pledges, It 
would only prove us to be ignoramuses, and might injure 
them, if such a party can be injured. 

But upon that other point, tor the convention to resolve 
to support Hancock, I cannot agree with Mr. Wakeman, 
much asIaimire the man and highly as I hold in esteem 
his judgment and good sense generally. There is nothing 
to hope for from the Democratic party. As a party, it is as 
much under the control of the church as is the Republican 
party, if not more so. There is not a particle of go-ahead 
in that old party; they are the same old fossils that ruled us 
under Franklin Pierce and James Buchanan, when the 
slavery question Crowded itself upon the nation with such 
force as to break the bonds that restrained the dogs of civil 
war, while the party tried to mend them with gloves upon 
their dainty hands. They hav not a Jefferson among their 
leaders, and could not hold one in their ranks if they per- 
chance could catch one. No, no; the Democratic party hav 
been labored with for years, but they hav shown by their 
last year's doings that they do not mean anything by their 
protestations. While they had over sixty majority in the 
House they would do nothing because the Senate would 
thwart them; now they hav both the House and Senate, 
and they do no better, in fect they do worse. "Trust them 
not; they hav ever deceived us, and in that respect they 
will be true to their traditions, but in no other. 

Your own remarks in the leading editorial do not speak 
very favorably for your observations when you say that the 
Greenback party will not get a vote in the electoral college. 
Maine, Alabama, Mississipi, Texas, and California will 
probably hav but two parties, and the Greenback party 
will be one of the two, with good prospects of success in 
the two first-named at least. While with the absolute col- 
lapse of the trade boom under the “benign ” rule of specie 
payments and the nearly equal standing of both old party 
candidates, the voters will be in a measure free from that 
antagonism which has given both parties their strength in 
late years, 

You say that the Republican party has become corrupt. 
Is it any more soin proportion to its chances than is the 
Democratic? Is not the one party ruled by the same men 
who govern the other? Is not August Belmont the moat 
important factor in both old parties? 1f you do not know 
it, you ought to, i 

You say, ‘‘ Let us make a wise choice ss to whom we 
ally ourselvs.” Now, if you know anything, you know 
tuat since the Mexican war the Democratic party has heen 
the party of conservatism, the hold-back party; they hav 
promised much but done nothing, They were the friends 
of the old Abolitionists when it was thought votes could be 
won by such friendship, hey started the Homestead law, 
but would not pass it. They dealt with all matters then. 
just the same as they do now—promie, but never perform. 
‘They are not in symnathy with the Liberals. If they are, 
why hav they not shown it, when the petitions hav been 89 
numerous since they came to legislativ power? 

You say. “Let us not throw away our strength.” Then 
put it where it will be felt; where it will count and be 
counted; with the young party; the party where the Liber- 
als belong. Then you will he counted; but with the Dem- 
ocratic party you will not even be known. Besides which, 
you hav among you very many old Republicans who can no 
more be brought to vote the Democratic ticket than a horse 
can be made to drink when not thirsty, Yet they can all 
be carried to the new party, against which they hav no 
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traditional prejudice. And more, how do you suppose you 
will stand if you giv the Democratic party, which is now 
upon its last lege, a new lease of life? Willit not perpetu- 
ate the existence of both old parties? And can you point 
to any instance of fossilized old parties carrying reform 
measures except they hav been forced to it by the growth of 
a new and threatening party? If you want any advance- 
ment made by parties like the two old ones, you must 
endanger their rule by the growth of a new party clustered 
around the ideas you advocate.. You can never do it by 
helping them to win victories. Parties are like corpora- 
tions—there is no emotion except fear that they recognize, 
Gratitude is beyond their comprehension. Let us not mis- 
take foolishness for wisdom. ^ . Yours very truly, ` 
THOMAS SHARP, 


PoRTLANDVILLE, N, Y., J uly 4, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Friend: I hav been deeply inter- 
ested in reviewing the matter treating on the political action 
of Liberals in the coming presidential campáign. 

i would heartily indorse Mr. Wakeman’s position in sup- 
port of the noble men, Hancock and English, if it can be 
done by holding a solid front of Liberalism, and keeping 
the Liberal platform independent and uncontaminated with 
other party issues. The moment that the Liberals lend 
their political power, without holding a distinc: platform 
&nd independent issues of tbeir own, to either the Demo- 
cratic or Republican party, they will hav consigned a power 
not easily regained, 

I again repeat that this is the importent hour in which 
great destinies are suspended, as it were, by the delicate 
thread of discretion. Acting wisely, the Liberals will 
become a political power to be felt, feared, and courted. 
But if they act imprudently by foiling cr presenting them- 
selves as an independent political organization, they will 
pass from the stage of action with a sneer of disgrace, with- 
out having consummated the designed work of referm. 

The Liberals as a body rest, as it were, on apivct. Both 
of the political parties are aware of this fact, and as they 
are also aware that the political scale is to be turned by this 
Liberal independent vote they are both anxious to gain the 
balancing power, hence the bid set forth in their platforms. 
Butif we lend them this balancing force on any other 
terms than epecific and conditional, we will hav thrown our 
power in the hands of those who wiil use it against us for 
our suppression. ^ 

Ah, the church and its power! Who can stand before it ? 

I should be in favor of tho Liberals presenting their plat- 
form to Hancock and Euglish. If they can stand upon it, 
and defend and protect it against the invasion of religious 
bigotry, every Liberal shouid support them. If Hancock 
and English refuse to protect us in our Liberal views, I 
think it is useless tə look to Garfield and Arthur. The 
Republican party is the very party of bigotry’ 

Hancock and English are certainly good loyal men. They 
hav been thoroughly tested, and never found deficient. They 
are the very peers of loyaltv and honor. 

Eoglish was one of the first to raise his hand sgainst the 
Rebellion, and he put his foot upon the neck of slavery, 
against the powerful currents of secession. He stood like 
a.rock never to be moved.‘ Both Hancock and English 

were anlislavery men. and showed their will and power to 
crush it. They are also broad and Liberal in their senti- 
ments, and I know of no men that we could suppost with 
greater pleasure. Yes, my little flag bearing the stars and 
stripes has been floating in the gentle brecze bearing the 
folowing jnecription : With Hancock and English, and 
God banished from the Corstitution, our liberty is safe. 
Union, liberty, equality, and female suffrage. 

As I hav always voted the Republican ticket, people will 
he astonished at this bold declaration. But I tell them what 
J hav written I hav written, I thiok it would be a good 
idea for every Liberal to get a little flag and let it bear his 
motto, Hoping that all Liberals will do their duty and 
manifest their loyalty and love for their fellow-men in the 
coming election, I remain, Siucerely, PETER SOULE., 

New York, July 10, 1880. 

To THE EorrcR cF THE Truta Seeker, Sir: {he wost 
important question in the racks of Liberalis just now is, 
How should Liberals cast their votes in the coming Presi- 
dential canvass so as most effectually to promote the ends 
for which they are contending, and for the attainment of 
which the Liberal League was instituted ? 

This is not unattended with difficulties, for it is undeni- 
able that both of the old parties which will ask for their 
suffrages at the approaching election hav been guilty in the 
past of unpardonable sins against liberty, and which, not- 
withstanding the promises they hav made or msy make to 
catch the Liberal vote, are not at heart in sympathy with 
the ‘‘demands” of Liberalism, and will be verv likely to 
*' keep the word of promis to the ear, but break it to the 
hope.” If there were no alternativ except the choice be- 
tween Republicans and Democrats, I for one, on the princi- 
ple of ‘‘ between two evils choose the least," would prefer to 
put my trust in and support the Democratic platform and 
Candidates instead of the Republican ; and this, if for no 
other reason than to punish the Republican party for its de- 
reliction to the principles of liberty and for its notorious 
alliance with the money power and the conservativ theclog: 
ical Class as against the interest of the working-classes and 

-of the cauce of social progress and intellectual liberty. 

The crimes of the Democratic party, it raust be confessed, 
are also great, but are not so recent, nor were they committed 
against such light and knowledge as were those of the Re- 
publican party, Which sins were mainly influenced by prej- 
udice of race, which in some measure palliated the crime. 

But, in the opinion of the wriler, there is still another and 
8 better way. A new third party isin the field, a party of 
the people, one born of despair of any good, just, and hon- 
est government at the hands of either of the two old and 
corrupt organizations, and a living protest against the 
crimes and corruptions of their respectiv administrations, 

This new party, called into being by the oppressed and 
wronged Classes, are opposed in heart as well as in declara- 
tlon, to'every species of monopoly, wrong, and injustice, 
and can be trusted not slone because of its specific sffirma- 
tion in its platform in favor of the ‘‘demands of Liberalism” 
but because its heart as well as its head is in harmony with 
progress and reform in every direction; for to thatend only 
‘was it born. : 

But it will be said that its chance of success at the ensuing 
election is very doubtful, and that by supporting the Green- 
back-Labor party we shall accomplish nothing and throw 
away our voirez. To this we answer, even were it true that 
no success cau be hoped for at the coming election, the 
maintenence of its principles now, which are vital to the 
very existence of the republic, would, as in the case of the 
Republican party, ensure its ultimate triumph; for itis in 
accordance with tbe constitution of things that justice and 
tight must eventually prevail, 


But there is good reagon for believing that success is with- 
in the grasp of the new party of the people. If only three 
states are Carried by it the election of President will be 
thrown into the House, where the new party now hold the 
halance of power, in which event it will dictate the next 
President, i 

And even should this hope not be realized, there will be a 
sufficient number of congressmen elected in the districts 
where the party is strong which, with those already in Con- 
gress, Will succeed in abolishing Comstock and his perni- 
cious legislation. and secure other substantial reforms in the 
same direction. For these and other reasons Ishall support 
the third party; and shall advise all Liberals so todo. But to 
those who Cannot view the political situation in this light, I 
would say that the next best course is that advised by Messrs. 
Wakeman, Greer, and Bennett, namely, to support the Dem- 
ocratic platform and candidates, on the principle of, Any- 
thing to punish the Republican party for its sins against 
liberty, and the rights ot the working classes. 

E Hren Brron Brown. 
. SALEM, O , July 4, 1880. 

Enrrog TRUTH SEEK&R, Dear Sir: L notice in your last 
week's paper that you and Mr. T. B. Wakeman advocate the 
union of ali Liberals upon General Hancock. I beg you 
both to reconsider this decision, How can Liberals reason- 
ably hope to secure anything by such a course ? The Dem- 
ocrstic party, as an organization, is notat all in sympathy 
with our great principles; while the National Greenback- 
Labor party is, mest emphatically. Please read the plat- 
forms of the three parties, and then tell me wherein those of 
the two old parties differ from each other upon any funda- 
mental principles, unlessit be on the tariff question. Com-: 
pare them with the platform of the new party and you will 
discover that the latter is full of life, soul, and aggresiv re- 
form. ‘It demands everything that Liberals ask or desire, 
even to a pledge to secure suffrage ana equality for woman; 
this in a separate resolution, 

Our standard bearers, Weaver and Chambers, are patriots 
who love the people; their hearts sympathy goes out to 
bleeding humanity every where, of all sections and all creeds. 
They embody, too, the great princip'e of reconciliation 
and brotherly feeling between the North and Soutb. Our 
party is the only one that had the honesty, courage, indepen- 
dence, integrity, and sincerity to nominate a Union General 
and.a Conteaerate General, now both free from their re- 
spective old and corrupt party organizations, and who hav 
joined hands in a holy cause. Surely, from a standpoint of 
principle, and right you cannot support Hancock, great and 
good as he may be. And now s8 to the policy, expediency, 
or utility of such a course: Are you not aware that in thus 
going over to the Democratic party, you will offend many 
Liberals whose prejudices are so strong and deep rooted 
against that old party that they cannot overcome them, and 
who will, for the very reason inat you have done this thing, 
smother their reason and vote for Garfield, much as they 
dislike him and his party ?: Why, God hless you my 
brothers, you are sCattering and dividing the forces of an 
army of Liberals instead of combining them, and the result 
will be full of disappointment to you. Hoist the;banner of 
the true Liberal party, and piead for Weaver and Chambers, 
and then you wiil induce thousands of men who think alike 
upon these- great questions, but have heretofore allied them- 
selvcs, some with the Democratic, and some with the Repub- 
lican party, to join hands and work in harmony. la con- 
clusion let me declare to you that there is no hope for the 
triumph of the cause of Liberalism outside the new party. 

: C. BONSALL. 

ErnMiBA, N. Y., July 5, 1880. 

DEAR FRIEND BENNETT: As politics are now in the a£- 
cendency, aud the contest between the various political fac- 
tions of the country is growing hotter with each succeeding 
day, I am ut a Joss to comprehend, and theréfore cannot 
help asking the question, in what do the recognized princi- 
ples of politics consist? Is itin seeking the greatest good 
of the greatest number, or in endeavoring to promote the 
happiness and welfare of the whole? As the latter theory 
seems to be evidently true, please tell me which is the party 
upon whose assurances. we can most rely to carry out those 
principles and, therefore, most worthy of the support of the 
Liberals inthiscountry, As either party claims to present 
to the people the only true candidate for the presideccy 
through whese administration alone we can expect salvation, 
as each of the various religious creeds of the universe claim 
supremacy over therest, and unlessa person believes as either 
of them does there is uo chance of salvation for him, I am 
a little embarrassed as to the true motiva of the parties in 
conflict. Since I enjoyed the privileges and immunities of 
an American citzen 1 always voted the Republican ticket, for 
the reason that they alone effectually resisted the progress 
of the slave power, and finally abolished the most powerful 
and deeply rooted sysiem of slavery known since the mid- 
dle ages. Those facts ought to be engraved in letters of 
gold upon the hearts of every freeman as the grandest event 
in the history of mankind; but as they are issues of the past, 
which, however, we must always bear in mind with the 
strongeat feeling of gratitude, there are other living issues 
which should attract the attention of the Liberals, such as 
church and state, that have already been promulgated 
through the columns of your valuable journal, and upon 
which alone the progress of civilization aod the happiness 
of the human race depend. linclose $1 00 as my donation 
on the European mission. Sincereiy yours 

J, ABRAMSON, 


Datuas, TEx , July 7, 1880, 

To THE EDITOR or Tus TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: L read 
wilh some astonishment an article in your issue of the 3d 
inst. entitled ‘‘The Political Situation.—The Duty of Liber- 
ale." My dear sir, the great end uesired in behalf of human- 
ity 8s & brotherhood is the greatest amount of produce with 
the least cap:tal and labor, and by capital is meant the sur- 
plus left over of production after production is accomplished, 
The prosperity of our brotherhood depends upon bringing 
the producer and the consumer as close together as possible. 
This can only be done by a means of exchange amply pro- 
vided, including transportation, and this is the great work 
of all true reformers, and Liberal thinkers ought to act and 
act at once for its accomplishment. ‘This being true, can 
the man of brains and heart hope for any relief from either 
of the old parties? Do either of those parties offer anything 
looking in that direction f I am ready to admit that the 
Repubtican party has shown that it was the friend of the 
rich against the Noor; the capitalist against the laborer, but 
in what do the Democracy offer reliet? Is it in their fourth 
plank, “Home rule, honest money, consisting of gold «ud 
silver and paper convertib'e into coin on demand ? The 
strict maintenance of the public fail, state and national, 
and a tariff for revenue only?” 

This can moau nothing leas than to keep the people under 


a bonded interest-bearing debt for all time to Come. Paper 
convertible into coin on demand means only to pat it in the 
power of the money men to control the value of the money. 
Paper money to be converted or redeemed givs the money 
men the power to Corner on coin and make it scarce and 
consequently dear. This is well-known to all intelligent 
Freethinkers, and this one feature in the Democratic 
policy is the most damning to the great brotherhood of 
honest humanity. Of any power in the government, this 
policy will keep one class of our people poor, keep them 
from obtaining an education, eave them fit subjects to be 
priestridden. Ob, why will liberal-minded men be so de- 
ceived? Why wili not the people rise up and declare for 
liberty, for «qual rights ? . 
Now, Mr. Editor, it looks to me like you had found a 
mare’s nest without eggs. The statement in the third plank 
of the Democratic platform is simply a clap-trap, and yet it 
is not unmeaning to the knowing ones, No sumptuary 
laws, separation of church and state, for the good of each, 
and common schools fostered snd protected, No sumptu- 


-Jary law? Let them spend their money for wine and women. 


The Republican plank is more meaning and pointed. 

The Constitution wisely forbids Congress to make any 
law respecting an establisument of religion; but it is idle to 
hope that the nation can be. protected against the influence 
of sectarianism. While each state is exposed to its domin- 
ion, we therefore recommend that the Constitution be so 
amended as to lay the same prohibition upon the Legisls- 
ture of each state, and to forbid the appropriation of public 
funda to the support of sectarian schools. 

Wel, Mr. Editor, if you could only see the practical 
working of our public school system in Texas you would . 
see in the platform of the Republican party, if carried ou’, 
great relief. We hav in our Constitution ample means for 
an efficient free school to accommodate all. But no known 
Liberalist need offer to teach school in Texas, Sectarian 
teachers hav the entire privilege here. I hepe you will 
think again and get a little better acquainted with the his- 
tory of the South and West, and then advise your patrons, 


CLEBURNE, Texas, July 1, 1880 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Friend: l hope to be able w pay 
for and read Tug TRUTH SEEKER as long as I liv. I kaow 
I am a better neighbor, would be a better juror, and am sat. 
isfied I am a better citizen than I would hav been had I 
never seen it. I see you giv the Greenhbackers a hearing in 
your paper, which makes me think nobly of you. O3). B. 
J. Chambers, the nominee of the Greenback vonvention is 
a neighbor of mine. Heisa noble man, and a true friend 
of the laborer. I wish I was able to help you across the 
water. I fear neither of us will ever liv to see our party in 
the majority, but it is the only religion now worth living 
for. We are Satisfied the other isa fraud, and three-fourths 
of those who advocate its doctrines kuow it, Accept my 
best wisher. : M, M, HAZLER. 

Opp FELLOWS TEMPLE, ROCHESTER, June 27, 1880. 

Mrs. Colby and Mrs. Smith: Upon me has devolvee the 
pleasing duty of presenting to you the following preamble 
and resolutions unanimously adopted this evening by thuse 
who hav for the past three months been your attentiv lis- 
teners. 

In presenting to you these proceedings testifying our ap- 
precistlon of your services allow me also to ask you to 
accept the assurance of my personal regard and esteem. 

Yours truly, A. L. OLACENER, Ch, Com. 


WHEREAS, It is the duty of all to hold in grateful remem- 
brance the source of every spiritual and temp ral blessing, 
and the occasion of the close of the public spiritual meet- 
ings in Rochester for the season reminds us forcibly of the 
agents through whom our knowledge has been increased 
and our hearts cheered, therefore 

Resolved, 'Thst our thanks are especiaUy due and are 
hereby tendered to Mrs. Amelia H. Colby, through whose 
organism hav beeu given the mos! conclusiv arguments of 
the truth of the Spiritual philosophy, and of the. vast con- 
solations it sffords. 

Resolved, 'That while clearly presenting the primary dcc- 
trines of Spiritualism, the controlling intelligences hav pre- 
sented their individual views of history, philosophy, and 
systems of belief, at times at variance with general public 
though', yet the frank utterances of advanced ideas hav 
commauded admiratior, aud the idear, whether accepted 
or not, hav given such fuod for thought as must tend to ad- 
vance «he hesrer in knowledge and wisdom. 

Resolved, That in addition to the thought-developing facta 
the spirit control has caused to be uttered the lips of the 
speaker, our souls hav been cheered and our hearts made 
glad by the inspiring and sweet music given to us by Mrs, 
Olive Smith. 

Resolved, That both speaker and singe“, whose powers are 
so happily combined, hav our best wishes for their health, 
happiness, and prosperity, and that their labors in the 
Spiritual viieyard may be crowned with abundant success, 
and when they hav preached the “glad tidings of grea. - 
joy" to other people for a seasor, may they return to 
stand again vpon the platform of trutn in Rochester, 

Resolved, That & copy of these resolutions be presented to 
Mrs. Coluy and Mrs. Bmitb, and also furnished to the city 
press, Tus Taura Sexes, and Banner of Light for publi- 
cation, Sigued, A. S. CLACKNER, 

: R. D. Jongs, 
Mns E BUTTERFIELD, 
M. PARKBUBST, 


S. O. WABBEN, 
W. W. PABBELLS, 
Committee, 


a 
Too Much Independence Day. 


To tae ÉDiTOR OF Tus TRUTH SEEKER, AND TO THE 
AMERICAN PUBLIC GENERALLY : Upon calling for my mail 
matter on the 5:h of July, L found the U. S, post-office 
closed during business hours. Please inform me if, when 
the Fourth of July falls on Sunday, it is really a sin, and if 
the devil has anything to do with our celebrating American 
independence on that day. If so, the people had better 
abandon their Independence Diy and appoint a day of 
prayer and humiliation for the jgnorguce and darkness that 
prevail in the Land of Freedom, INDEPENDENCE. 

Saginaw, Mich., July 6, 1980. 

oo 
New Auxilary Liberal League 


No., 199, Rockford, UL, Sec, G. W. Brown M. D. 
Instructions for forming auxiliaries are furnished free, ia 
English or German, ou application to 

A. L. Rawson. Sec., N. L, L. 
19 Lafayette Place N, Y. City, 
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he Grut Seeker, July 17, 1880. — 


The New Era. 


BY BERTIE STONE. 
The bright sun of. science, in his glorious 
beaming, ] 
Is rolling back the clouds of ignorance’s 
‘dark night; 
he thoroughfares of thought with radiance 
are gleaming; 
E Theoli-ime myths are fast fading from our 


aight. - : i 
Powerless, s'ill'd forever, ia the hammer of 
Thor; À 
Odin's thrilling harp is now forever un- 
strung; 


Lost, too, the bright gleamings of Jove’s thun- 
derbolts of war; 


The charming songs of Orpheus no more are. 


sung, 


Fair reason has dawned. 
are now sleeping; 
They’re no longer to mortals in terror ar- 
- rayed. . 
Freedom, angel-winged, in her onward race is 
sweeping, 
And to-morrow Jehovah will rest in the 
shade. 


The sturdy sons of freedom and freedom’s fair 
daughters 
Area fast marshaling their clans for the com- 
ing fight, 
Slavery will be confined to the hell of waters; 
F.eedom’s auroral dawn wlll succsed the 
dark night. 


For ages man has been chain’d and cowl'd in 
deepest gioom, : 
But now the fair, fair Goddess of Liberty 
relgns. : f 
Avaunt, ye fiendish priests; for the captiv souls 
make room! i , 
Nolonzer will man wear your most tyrannous 
chains! 


The cld era is dying, and number’d ara its 
hour. 
In th- skiss abovo tiuth’s eddying lightnings 
play. 
From the garden of Freethought we cull the 
bright flowers . 
From the heroes and martyrs that hav pass'd 
away. 


Fast moldering into ruins are time-honored 
fanes. 
Knowledge is sweeping onward in ber race 
sublime 
And fast breaking the indissoluble priestly 
chains a 
By the iconoclastic hands of Father Time, 
Radford Furnace, Va. ^ 


In their graves they 


Diversity. 


Other people hav their faults, 
And so hav we as Woll; 
And all ye chance to s98 and hear 
Ye hav no rlzhtto teil. 
Aye! let us hold our tongue In check, 
At all times given to running. 
Nor take such pains to ferret out 
Our neighbor’s luck or cunning. 


Some wear their blemishes outside: 
Tho real man or woman. 

While others hide them, if they can; 
Yet all alike are human. i 


The rose that bears the sharpest thorn 
Is oftentimesthe sweetest; 

S» stern, decisivsouls hav prov.d 
The truest and completest, 


And he who seems to shed no tears 
Of sorrow for another, 

May ba the very one whose hand 
First lifts the fallen brother, 


Ba not deceived by outside show; 
Doubt not, too soon, a neighbor 
Because he chooses in his way 
To Hv and love and labor, 


Diversity of thought and mind 
Shinesin each path of duty; 

Diversity is God’s great plan 

- To make a world of beauty, 


a 


The Ballad cf the Coming of the 


Raia. 
When the morning swoons in its highest heat, 
. And the sunshine dims, and no dark shade 
` Streaks the dust of the dazzling street, 

Andthe long straw splics in the lemonade; 
When the circus lags ina sad parade, 

And the drum throbs dull as a pulse of pain, 
And the breezeless flags hang limp and 

frayed— 
O, then is the time to look for rain. 


When the manon the watering cart bumps by 
Trilling the air of an old fife tune, 

With a strange, sweet smile, and one shut eye, 
Lost in a dream of the afternoon; 
When the awning sags like a lank balloon 

And athick sweat stands on the win ow pane, 
And a five-cent fan is a priceless boon— 

O, then is the time to look for rain, 


When the goldfish tank is a grimy gray. 
And the dummy stands at the clothing store 
With a cap pulled on inarakish way. 
Anda rubber coat with the hind betore; 
When the man in the. barber chair flops 
-o’er, 
And thé chin he wags has a tell-tale stain, 
! And the boctblaek lurks at the open door, 
O, then is the time to look for rain. 


ooo 


MopEksTY seldom resides in a breast that is 
hot enriched wilh the nobler virtues. 


<p 


LirTLE Nellie, a four year old, was punished 
by her mother the other evening. for some mig- 
demeanor. .The little one sat quiet a few 


moment», and then began ecoldiag, winding 
up wih: Wel. f ood meyer soe. the uae Qr. 


mothers! Always Spanking little girls, and it 
don't do any good, anyhow.” 


A Legend of the Rhine. | 


Once upon a time there lived beside the 
Rhine a beautiful young lady. She hada 
lover who loved her, and whom she loved in 
return. But after he had wooed her—not one 


year, but three—he asked her to marry him; — 


and she, anxious to show her power, merely 


answered, ! 


“Wait” 

“I hav waited three years," he said, ‘‘ but’ 
at your bidding I will wait one more, just 
one more.” : 

Then he went away and became a soldier, 
and praise of his bravery filled the land; but 
thelady was piqued by the thought that he 
had been able to leave her even for a year, 
and when he returned she determined to 
punish him, though all the while she leved 
him well. . 

He knelt at her feet, and took her hands 
in his, snd. said : : 

* Lady, I hav come back to claim you for 
my wife." 

"Wait longer; a patient waiter is not a 
loser.” 

“I will wait two years longer,” he ssid, 
“If I do not lose, all is well.” : 

Then he left her again. She had heped 
that he would plead for her, and that she 
would be forced to change her mind ; bus 


now he was gone—gone for two long years.” 


How she lived through them she could not 
tell; but they passed, and again her lover 
was before her. 

“Ibay waited patiently,” was all he said. 


Tho lady yearned fo cast herself into his 


arms, but pride was strong within her, 

“Wait longer," she said. 

“No,” he answered. ‘‘ This is the last 
time. IfI wait now, I will wait forever.” 

At this she drew back haughtily. 

“Then wait forever,” she said coldly, 

He left her without a word. And now 
her heart eusk in her bosom. She wept bit- 
ter tears, and repented in dust and ashes. 
When a year had gone by, she could bear her 
woe no longer, and sent her little foot-page 
to her old lover, bidding him bear this mes- 
sage, ‘ Come back to me." 

But the messuge the little foot-pige 
brought was just this : ‘* Wait.” 


Again she was left to her sorrow, and two | 


years glided by ; then once more she bade 
ber page ride over the mountains to ber 
lover’s costle. 

“Tell him I am waiting,” she said. 

The page rode &way and rode back. He 
stood before his lady and doffed his cap, 
and repeated the message th«t had been 
given him: “The paticnt waiter is not a 
loser " : 

‘“‘Heis punishing me," thought the lady, 
and for two years longer she remainel in her 
castle. Her heart was breaking, her health 
failed ; she knew death was near. 

Again she sent her erue! lover a message. 

** Tell him,” she said, '*that I am near my 
end, and that if I wait longer before I see 


_| him I shall wait forever.” 


The page returned, and stood beside his. 
lady’s chair. His eyes were full of tears; 
his head was bent upon his breast ; he sighed 
and hid his face in his plumed c:p. 

The lady lifted her wan face. 

t Speak !' she suid. — '''Tho message !" 

‘Alas ! sighed the page; “I would ii 
were a more tender one," 

“ Whatever it may be, peek !'" gasped the 
lady. 

“ The only message that I hav,” remarked 
the page, ‘‘is, wait forever." 

“Iam well paid in my own coin,” said 
the lady. “At last I hav received all my 


owu answers back." 


In a little while she died, and they buried 
her in the old churchyard, with a stone at 
her head and a stone at her feet. . 

When spring came there was grass upon 
the grave, and there was also a new plant, 
strange to those who looked upon it4a& 
plant with dark glossy leaves, that crept 
slowly but surely along, clutching fast every 
tough surface it met. 

There had never been a p'ant like that on 
earth before. Now we call it the ivy, but 
this is what those who saw it for the first 
time said of it: - x 

“Tt is the lady whom her lover bade to 
wait forever. In this form she is creeping 
toward his castle slowly but surely. Bo she 
will creep on until she reaches the heart she 
threw away,” 

Generations hav passed from earth. The 
castle is a ruin, covered with ivy, and the 
peasants will tell you that it has crept there 
from the ludy’s grave, point by point. over 


sone end pocb, through the graveyard and gő 


over gates and fences. You can trace it if 
you choos}, they say, but you do not try. 


A LITTLE fellow. turning over the leaves of & , 
scrapbook, came across the well-known pi¢iure 
of some chickens, just out of their shell. He 
examined the picture carefully, and then, with 
a grave, sagacious look, slowly remarked, 
“They came out ’cos they were afraid of being . 
boiled." t 4 


Wanted, 


To sella patent right. An improvement on | 
Sewing Machines, A Reacting Eieetrio Sandal, 
A Health and Life-Preserving Invention, which i 
can be applied to all Sewing Machines without 
any change in the machines. An entire pre-; 
-vention of the euffaring and death caused from 
operating sowing machines. 

: Apply to the patentee, : 
ARMAS DR. O. A. VON CORT, 
THERAPEUTIC HEALTH INSTITUTE, 


625 * - 168 n street, near 31 avenue, N, Y. City, 
Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A. NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East," ** Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
, extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
] back’ and side stamps; 12mo, 
404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by 4 few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, buc 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 

Power. eloquence, and originality character- 
ize *‘ Nathaniel Vaughan " to a degreo very un- 
ganal among modern novels,—Jilusirated Lon- 

on News. 


An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition. 

: with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
trndad, on the eanvas,— Westminster Jteniew. 
D. M. BENNETT., Pnbliahar. 141 Birhth Nt., N.Y 


An Occult Mystery. 
WHO CAN SOLVE IT? ~ 


A new phenomenal means of curing the sick, 
Safe, reliable, astonishing, successful, availabie 
everywhere, Address $ 

DR. J. M. MOSELEY. 

13 27 141 South 8h 8t., Brooklyn. N. Y. 
KNOW THYSELF! 
(PS. HE untold miseries that rea 
3 sult from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medicai_work puh- 
lished bv the PRABODY MED. 
IOAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
intitied T'he Science of Life; 
“fg Pm or, Self Preservation. H 
hausted vitality, nervous and physical Gebility, 
Gr vitality impaired by theerrors of youth or too 
elose application to business, may be restored 

and manhood regained. i 
, Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged. 
just published. Tt is a standard medical work, 
the best inthe English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains baruti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Taree 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pres 
scriptions for all forms of. prevailing digease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 


iia 


tən times the price of the book,. Bound in French 
cloth : price Only $1, sent by mail post-paid. 

The London Lancet says: ''No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. 

The author refers by permission to Hon. 
P. A. BISSELL, M.D., President of the Na:ion- 
al Medical Association. 

Address Dr. W. H. PAR- 

KER, No.4Bulfineh street, HEAL 

Boston, Mass. The author 

may be Consulted on allais: 

eases requiring s and ex- 

perience. THYSELF 

POCKET THEOLOGY. 

BY f 

VOLTAIRE. 

Translated from the French by Miss Ellen 
Carroll. The firartime ever published in Eng- 
liso. The pampulet contains nearly 600 of Yol- 
tsire’s sharp, terse, sarcastic, sca'hing defini- 
tions of theological and ecclesiastical sur jects, 
terms, and dogmas. There is nothing in the 
world like it. Everybody ought to hava copy. 
140 pages. Price, only 25 Gents. 

AN OUTLINE 

; Or THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION, 

iTS GAUSES AND 

RESULTS. 

BW W. $. BELL. 

. There is probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or more important than 
the French Kevolution In the last century, and 
Mr. Bell has traced it ably and in an interesting 


manner. Every one who reads it will be nleased |. 


‘with it. Price. 25 cente. Sand to this office. 


THE 
JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
PROP. W. F. JAMIESON, 


Of Chicago, Ill., and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JASOB DITZLER, D.D., 
Of Kentucky. 


Field in Kirksville, Mo., during nine ev’ nings 
—Mav 20-29, 18%. Bynopsis report—official. 
This book of 220 pages zivs an interesting pres- 
entation of the theological questions which 
divide Cbristians and Liberale. Ths Rev. 
Diizier is regarded as an able defender of bis 
favorit Christian doctrines, but it wit undoubt- 
edly be admitted by the reader that Prof. W. F. 
Jamieson fully met all he had to offer. Ohris- 
tiau readers will take more kindly to a work of 
tbis kind, giving both sides an. equally fair 
ehanca.!han to h;o&e on onr sideon;y - 

Price, in payez ?;0Yers 50 cents; Well bound, 
gara 


i Hand, Foot, and Power Presses. 


The Gods and Religions 
Ancient and Modern Times, 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes, 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 


By D. W, BENNETT. 


Volume I treats principally on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume If, givsafull 
description ot the Religions of Ancient ard 
Modern Times. An interesting and instruc- 
tive work. Incloth, $3 per vol. the two vol- 
umes for $5, In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
vəl., or $7 for the two volumes, In Muracco 
and Gilt Edges, $4.50 per vol, or $8 for the 
two volumes. S:nt free of postage. 


MACHINERY. 


Die work 
Of all kinda, Perforating Dies 
& specially. 


E. B. STIMPSON, 31 Spruce St., N, Y. 
tJ angi. 


CHRONIC DISEASES. 


Embracing those ot the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various Causes, physical and social, leading 
to them are vlal»ly treated by that nlainest of 
books, PLAIN HOME TALK. EMBRACING 
MEDICAL COMMON SENSE — neariy 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E. FOOTE 
of 120 Lexington Ave. N:w York, to whom ali 
letters from the sick should ba addressed. 
n its issue for January 19, 1878. Mr.. Bonnett's 
TRUTA Seeker thus sveaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: " We know bim(Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is a man ofthe highest {incentives and 
motives, whose lite has been spent in instruct- 
ing and Improving nis fellow-belngs by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy. and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medicai works possess the bighest value, 
and hav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
haa so ably imparted. : 
Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AULHOR in person or 
by mail FREE, Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion. by mail, postage propald, only $1.50. Con- 
tenta table free, AGENTS WANTED. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, . 
199 Kast 28tb Streat Naw York. 


DR, KINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


“MEDICAL GOOD SENSE” 


PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 


—EMBBAOING— : ^ 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 


OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 600 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2. It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and nreseriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases, It unfolds some of the deep-. 
est mysteries of human nature in the gonera- 
tion and development of life, s xual relation- 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from. a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicats 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person ronding $1.60 berore 
the day of pubileation, this fall, will receive a 
copy, we]] bound, mailed free. Contents table 
sent free for stamp. 


DR. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Liberal frlends end patients throughout 
the United States and Canadas thai he is, as 
usual, treating ] : 


ALL OHRONIO DISEASES, 


and positively curing ninety per cent of these 
pronounced incurable. Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr. K. is meeting with re- 
markable success in curing obstinate cases of 
Spermatorrboa, Seminal. Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes. Eollepsy, 
Paralysis. Neuralgia, Rheumatism.  Ostarrh. 
Asthma. Bronehiis, Consumption, Dvsentery. 
Piles. Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, 
Genital Organs, and all diseases of women 
Consultation Free, Address 
T. R. KINGET, M. D.. 
817 East 14th Bt., Now York. 
Questions for Invaiids frev. 


. Six Lectures on Astronomy, 


By Pror, RICHARD A. PROOTOR, 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city, in the winter of 1876-0, and were re: 
ported honographioall express]y for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER by Miss M. 8. Gontcharoff.- This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever de~ 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be In 
‘he possession of every person. .Price 20 cents, 

"The titles of the Lectures ara: 
» Growth of Worlds 
Life and Death of Worlda. 
. Other Worlds than Ours. 
TY. Other Suns than Ours. . É 
Y. The Great Mysteries of tho Universe. 
Beligion and Astronomy. 


N. M. RENNE'TT. 11 Fienth at, N, V 


THE 


OLERGYMAN'S VICTIMS. 


A Radical Romance. 
. —BY— 
MRS. J. €. BALL. 

This pamphlet of over 100 pages I5 n pleasing 
animated, dumestic story, vresenting Liberal 
thought in an agreeable manner, and wiil be 
read by thousands where heavier, trier, and 
more Dhilosonhleal and metaphysical works 
are not preferred. It is a good story to leud 
Ohristian neighbors to read. Price,.25 cents; 


Aio cda ee ee a 
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The Real Issue. |WHAT IS MONEY? 


MOSES HULL. 
. A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes itis just the thing. 
Contains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
a scientific money, 

he Commoner says:  . f 

"Nothing has been written which will do as 
good work as this. Itis worth its weight in 
goid, 

Price 10 cents, Bold by, D. M. BENNETT, 

141 Eighth st., Now York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 
eured by an original system of practice, It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
ali the chronic ills to Which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 


sent by mail to any one sending their address |. 


and a three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO, 
198 Waat aah Streat. N. Y 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Aflirm- 
atively and Negatively witi- 
.out Comment. . 
Revised and Enlarged Edition. 
72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St.. N. Y. 


EG The Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 
lehes and sells an imperfect, disordored, and 
mangled edition. with all the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1°60, from which it was 
pirated by the late 8. 8, Jones. 


VINELAND, NEW. JERSEY. 
A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as hia 
practice will prove, 
. Cures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 
exual Diseaser, Spermatorrhea, and 
Xmpotency, as the result of, self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and 
other causes, producing some of the fol- 
lowing. effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
of Sight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
impley on Face, Aversion to Nocisty of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, ote, ete. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which 1s the 
Doctor’s latest and greatest medical discovery. 
and which he has so far prescribed for this 
baneful complaint in all iis stages without a 
failure to eure in a single case, and some o 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
ad been in the Insane asylums, many had 
Falling Sickness— Fits; others upon the verge 
of consumotion ; While others again had ba- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. i 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
eated from the system. X Gonoerrhoea, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured. Ai] diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhea, 
ete., treated with equal success. 

Da. R. P. FeLLows has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked On as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given un by their physt- 
eians to die; but by the sid of Dr. Fellows" yal- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
higb position, in the art of bealing as thot of 
Dr, Follows, His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of ths complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue It, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


.PRIYATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 
Sent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhcea, and contatn- 
ing cures sworn to before & magistrate. which 
i14 positive and convincing testimony to the 
Destor’s great skill. 


Consultations by letter free and invited, 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 


strictly confidential. Emclose two three |j 


cent stamps, and address as above, 
[From the Western Reformer.] 


"DR.R P. FELLOWS 
is a highly educated and sctentifia physician. 
He has an Original system of practice, and is 
perfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hay 
heard many flattering reports of his successful 
anran of diaangen Inaident to humanity.” 


THE 
Philosophy of Spitualism, 
AND THE 
Pathology. and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


. Professor of Psychological Medicine and 


Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
Ycrk Free Medical College 
for Women. 
Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 
Oloth; price so cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth Ste N, Y. 


A DEBATE 


‘BETWEEN 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOL 
AND ` 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamvhlet form, Pricè 3 cents, For sale at 
this office, : i 


Issues of the Age. 
CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 
price, $1.00. 


. Everything that we now deem of antiquity 


was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus. 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.— N. 
Y.Graphic. ^^ ^ a 

Ho presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
thorough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced.—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought. He has exoel- 
ient tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
piratione.—XN. Y. Tribune. 


WIE ESSENCE OF RELIGION, 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 

Author of "The Essence of Christianity,” ete 
Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 60 cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance. 
Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is &sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
imyorality of cur savel—Aatract. 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF - 
: CHRISTIANITY. 
A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 
This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TEUTH Ssuxer. It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 


tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 


° 0 ts. . BENNETT, 
Price locents. 11 DM Boe N. Y. City. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 
The Explosion ef a Great Theologi- 
eal Gun. 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. Perry's “ Six- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed, 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the}. 


Cineinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars ot the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isareview of Kersey Graves!" Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to_have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr.Graveselaims to hay met and answered 
and thoreughly demolished all of Mr. Perry's 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Oourt,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry's witnesses and author- 
ties, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself, 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selVse, Dut condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This reature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn ''state's evi- 
dence” against him aud testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of tbe ablest authorities of the 
world su amount of historical testimony 
against Mr, Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
isg. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, "A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry. and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a zreuae spot of either.” 
In the two works wiil be found the abieat argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
Work comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 


For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 
| . "THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 

An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY, Justout. By 


OOURT DT PAL ` 
Price, 35 cents, DANDIT. PALMER 


NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hay been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seeker:” Rs ae 

Antiquity of Christianity. 

BY JOHN ALBERGER, : 
12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. . 
This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 


Character of the origin of the religion of 
ehrist. 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind Matter, Forces, Thelogy, Etc. 


BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefly intended to 


uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind, 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULAIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc. 

BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
Ex!'ra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


a 
Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 
A concise account of the Christian religion, 


and all the prominent religions before and 
since Christianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


LOVE VENTURES, 


A rose tinted record of love in the tropics, 
with strange and startiing adventures thereto 
belonging. Price, 50 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $100. 


e2 e 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar conversations.on 
the Religion of Humanity. 


BY C. G. DAVID. 
Price, 75 cents. i 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 
A critical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 


TI, Professor of Philosophy at tne Liesa Dante. 
Florence. Extra eloth. 12mo, 327 pp, $2.00, 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 852 pp. . . $1.75, 


CHRIST OF PAUL, 
BY GEORGE REBER, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various secta and ereeds which snteduted the 
formation of the CObristian church. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting, 

BY A, R. COOPER. 
12mo. 48 pp; paper, 20 cte.; flexible cloth, 36 cts. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH, 


BY M.SCHLESINGER. PH.D., 


Rabhi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al~ 
bany, N. Y. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pager; price 75 cents. 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHUROH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris- 
tianity : 

This is a very valuable and concise work, and 

States in plain and unmistakable language the 


reasons why Ohristlanity is a failure. Price, 50 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AN 
OTHER PAPERS, 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 
Extra cloth, 12:0, 08 pages; price, 73 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E, PECK. 
Paper, 12mo, 83 pages; price, 25 cents, 


"Fhe Rights ot Rian. By THOMAS 
Parnes. Written in detense of his fellow- 
man. A work almost without a peer in the 
world. Large type. Paper, 59 cents; cloth, 
80 cents, ; . N 

Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BLANCHARD. 12mo. Large type, With a fiue 
steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

The Heathens of the Heath. By 
"Ww. MCDONNELL, author of Exeter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00-; cloth, 
$1.50. : s m Ue 

Career of Religious Ideas: Their 
Ultimaie the Religion of Science, 


By Hopson TUTTLE. An able examination , 


of the sources of the past religions of the 
world. 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cenis; 
cloth, 75 cents, | - 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures, By D. M. 
Bennett. Embracing a variety of subjects, 


| the whole making nearly seven hundred 


pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
ptove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $2.00. e 

The Wumphrey-Bennett Discus- 
sion. A debaie between Rev. G. H. Huw- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of *''The Truth Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do a8 much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done a8 much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? .8. Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cloth (550 
pp.). $32.00. ] 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Prot. O. A. BuucEss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian University at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F, UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Oit., commencing June 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke. First PROPO- 
&ITION: ‘* The Christian Religion, us set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin." Burgessin the afirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. SECOND 
Proposition: ‘‘ The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin." Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the ner- 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, Ww 

"he Ciced of Christendom: His 
Foundati« Contrasted with iis 
Superstructure., By W. R, GuxG, au- 
thor of ‘‘ Enigmas of Life," ‘t Literary anu 
Social Judgments,” etc. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the ‘ Fortnightly 
Review,” says: '* Some twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most 
eminent men of science asked, ‘ Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg’s Creed of 
Christéndom? They are bound to answer it 
—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg,‘coming later, had the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on all 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally to 
80 thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the’public, we 
have tne best of proof altainable that this 
historical argument—occupying +: precisely 
the ground which English academiciana 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable.” 

One volume, crown octavo, with com- 
plete index. The London edition sold for 
$5. Price of American edition, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples De- 
bate. | Between B. F. Unpsrwoop, of 
Boston, and the Rev. Jonn MALPLES, of 
Toronto, Ont, Held at Napanee, Out., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
Fiust: ''That Atheism, Naturalism, aud 
Modern Skepticism are lllogical and con- 
trary ıd Reason." Sxzconp: “The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond all other books its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood de- 


nies. Reported in ful, and revised by the- 


debaters. 111 pp. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
69 cents. 

Interrogatorics to Jehovah. By 
D. M. BENNETT. A series of close questions 
upon & great Variety of subjects, trom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, the 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embraved by the 


Church. With a tull-length portrait of Je- ° 


hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 


ral Religien; or, An Answer to the : 


Question, Have we a Supernaturelly-Re- 
vealed, Infallibly-Inspired, and Miraculousiy- 
Attested Religion in the World? By E. E. 
Gorn, ex-Universslist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parts. 
Paper, 30 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Seeker Leaficts, of two pages 


each. 'lhitiy-two in omber; 4 cenis per 


dozen; 8 cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $:2,00 per thousand. 

Adveutures of Eider Triptolemus 
Tub., Comprises impurtant and staring 
wisciustres concerning hell, its magnitude, 
morels, employments, climate, ei. By 
Rev. GEogGE HooxEns. A rich, interesting 
little work, Paper, &5 cents. 
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Gems of Thought. 


Odds and Ends. 


Cant is useful to provoke common sense.— 
Emerson, 


For always the dullness of the. fool is the 
whetstone of the wits.—ShaXspere. 


TRUTH, crushed to carth, will rise again, 
The eternal years of God are hers, ` 


Error is mortal. and cannot liv forever; truth 
is immortal, and cannot die.—H. C. Pedd:r. 


Nog love thy life, nor hate; but what thou liv’st, 
Live well; how long or short, permit to heavan. 
— Milton. 


ERB2no3z is only to be effectually confounded by 
searching deep and tracing it to its soures.— 
Sir John Herschell. 


ONE by-one the thinkers of the great world 
are giving up the dogmas and superstitions of 
the pas*.—ZElmina D. Slenker. 


I xz Pr the subject before me constantly till 
the first dawnings open, by little and little, into 
full Hght.—Sir Isaac Newton, 


THE grand result of human wisdom is only a 
consciousness that What wa know is as nothing 
to what we know not,—Sir Wm, Hamilton 


NERI said you were good-for-nothing vermin ; 
but what then? An ass may bray a good while 
before he shake the stars down.— George Eliot. 


Axts should betrampled on and extinguished 
wherever found. Iam for fumigating the at- 
mosphere when I suspect that falsehood, like 
pestilence, breathes around me.— Carlyle. 


No near greatness can long co-exist with de- 
eit. 
exerted in order to noble energies, and he who 
is not earnestly sincere, livs but in half his be- 
ing, self-mutilated, self-paralyzed.— Coleridge. 


'TRE great principle and foundation of all vir- 
tue and worth is placed in this, that a man is 
able to deny himself his own desires. cross his 
own inclinatione, and purely follow what rea- 
son directs as best, though the appetite lean the 
other way.—Locke, 


THEN let us pray that come it may, 
As come it will for a’ that; 

That sense and worth, o’er a’ the earth, 
May bear the gru and a’ that, 


For a’ that and a’ that. 
It's Gunning yet for a’ that, 

That man to man, the world o'er. 
Shali brothers be for a’ that.— Burns, 


Iz is not so much & need that we be positiv in 
believing this or that. concerning matters 
about which men may differ, but that we shall 
be positivly true to the truth that isin us, true 
alike in our &ssent and our dissent, without 
disguisa or shuffling. In honest doubt we must 
` be positiv in our refusal to affect or pretend.— 
Christian Register. 


Iv is as difficult to keep great mifds tied 
down to unprogresstv creeds as it would bs to 
keep grown-up boys and girls in baby: jumpers, 
Enlightened natures are as capable of making 
their own religion as their own laws; that is, of 
making its tenets conform to the natural out- 
growth of their religious feelings as they be- 
come more expanded and enlightened.— Graves, 


FOLLOWING out the idea conveyed by Plato’s 
definition of man 48 ° the hunter of truth," the 
pursuit iy. the main consideration, the success 
comparativly unimportant, The disposition 
to think for ourselves, even if it fails in the re- 
alization of its brightest expectations, is at 
least a sign of manliness, while it also indi- 
cates a commendable appreciation of intellect- 
ual freedom.—Pedder, 


Art Obristian professors, when they first 
commenced to read the Bible, doubtless found 
many things in it which shocked their moral 
sense, did violence to their reasoning faculties, 
and mortifled their love of decorum, But & 
perseverance in reading it, through the force 
of habit and education. has finally reconciled 
their minds to those immoral lessons, and 
b'inded the judgment, 80 that they are not now 
conscious of their real character and deleteri- 
ous influence on the mlnd.—G@raves. 


You may sometimes talk with the gravest and 
best citizen, and the moment the topic of relig- 
ion is broached he runs into a childish snper- 
stition. His face looks infatuated and his con- 
versation is, When I talked with an ardent 
missionary and pointed out to him that his 
creed found no support in my experience. he 
replied, "It is not8o in your experience, but it 
ig so in the other world." I answer. "Other 
world! There is no other werld; God is one 
- and omnipresent; here or nowhere is the fact.” 
Emerson. 


FnaANOE is far ahead of America in Liberal 
thought, and if she ever adopts a new religion: 
it will be as far in advance of the present Obris- 
tlan mythology as that is ahead of the early 
Christian faiths and practices, and of Christ 
himeelf, who not only demanded the death of 
bis enemies, but desired that they be brought 
and slain before him that he might witness 
their dying agonies and enjoy their dissolu- 
tion, a8 was customary in those ancient and 
barbarous ages of savage cruelty and heartless 
hate.—Elmina D. Slenker. 


We are laying the foundations of the grand 
temple of the future ; not the temple of all the 
gods, but of all the people, wherein, with up- 
propriate rites, will be celebrated the religion 
of humanity. We are doing what little we can 
to hasten the coming of the day when society 


shall cease producing millionaires and mendi- ; 


cants, gorged indolence and famished industry. 
truth in rege and superstition robed and 
crowned. We are looking for the time when 
tbe useful shall be the honorable; when the 
true shall be the beautiful, and when reason, 
throned upon the world’s brain, ghall be the 


king of kings and God of gods,— Ingersoll, 


The whole faculties of the man must be* 


THE earthquake was the original shaker. 
THE little peach catckes the early market. 


A JEALOUS man always finds more than he 
looks for. 


THE man who was stage struck had the driver : 39, Bom and his Ass 


arrested. 


Most people are like eggs—too full to bold | is gome to Dinner, g 


anything else. 


UGLINESS, after virtue, is the best guardian of 18: pur iua. Up 


8 Young woman. 


THE smaller the husband the bigger the bun- 
dles his wife makes him carry. 


ALL the world may forsake an author, but 
vanity will never forsake him. 


You can kickabush in any county of Ohio 
and out will jump an office-seeker. 


Our ancestors, the monkeys, couldn't hav 
been 80 ignorant after all, They were all edu- 
cated in the higher branches. 


“Do eagles giy milk, mother?” asked the boy. 
"No, my son; what made you think so?” ” Be- 
cause I've heard of the eagle’s scream.” 


THE men who pack the little boxes of figs hav 
wonderful memories. They never forget to put 
the wormy fruit at the bottom of the box. 


No '"eorned" man has any business in a 
crowded horss-car. It makes no difference 
whether the trouble is in his feet orin his head, 


A LEADING elocutionist once said to a young 
preacher: "Iean do nothing more for you. All 
that you need now to make you & power is some 
great sorrow," 


SoxENTIs'TS Glaim that smoking injures the 
eyesight. But this is notirue. The boy with a 
stumo of acigar in his mouth can see his father 
ten squares away. 


Iris& nice moral question whether the un- 
derwriters ought to pay insurance on canal 
boats which recklessly set sail without nailing 
a horseshoe to tho stern-Dost. 


Way is a cow’s tail like the letter F? Because 
it’s the end of beef. Here is another quite as 
bad: Why is an egg like a coli? Because it is 
not fit for use until it is broken. 


Some one observed to M. de L., who was about 
to wed a girl of seventeen, that he was rather 
old. “Iam old enough to do for both of us,” 
gallantly said the old gentleman. 


Dow'T despise a woman bseause she eau't 
drive nails or hang pictures. If you want to 
discover your own weak points, just try to carry 
&6x4 mattress down a narrow, Winding stairs. 


How doth the busy little fiy 
Improve each chance to light 

Upon the tip end of your nose 
And drum with all his might. 


To educate young ladies is to let them know 
all about the ogies, the omenies, the 1fles, the 
ties, and mistics, but nothing about the ings, 
such as sewing, darning, washing, baking, and 
making pudding. 


A PHILADELPHIA clerk, who was somewhat 
smarter than his employer, was heard to re- 
mark the other day: '''Thank fortune, the boss 
has stopped advertising forthe season. Now 
we will hav a rest.” 


Iv is said that a minister in a country kirk in 
Scotland stopped in the course of his sermon to 
ask a member who was deaf, “Are ye hearing, 
John?” "Oh, aye," was the response,” I am 
hearing, but to verra little purpose.” 


THE average person speaks about one hun- 
dred and twenty words a minute. This esti- 
mate is considerably short of that required 
when the speaker has atrunk-lid fall on his 
head while he is hunting for a sleeve-button, 


“WHat are you doing out there, my daughter, 
in the night dew?" said the kindly old. gentle- 
man on the piazza, "Practicing fencing." was 
the sweet reply us she leaned over the pickets 
till her face was dreadfully close to William's. 


A GERMAN citizen of Hoboken was informed 
that a lady had called to see him in his absence. 
"A lady.” he mused aloud, ' à lady," Upon an 
accurate description he suddenly brightened 
up and added, "Oh, dot ves no lady; dot vas 
my vife.” 


Some admiring poet ssid of his best girl, 
“Upon her face athousand dimples smile for 
me.” Which only adds more emphasis to the 
adage, ‘‘ Love is blind." How like the mischief 
a girl would look witha thousand dimples on 
her face! The poet must hav meant freckles. 


A TRAVELER Was badly hurt in a railroad acci- 
dent—two ribs broken and other injuries. He 
went to the office of the company to complain. 
“What,” cried the office clerk, " you want to 
raise & row about so small a matter? Nota 
month ago twelve of our passengers were 
killed and we didn't even hear a word of com: 
plaint from any of them.” 


A FAIR and buxom widow, who had buried 
three husbands, recently went with a gentleman 
who in his younger days had Daid her marked 
attention to inspect the graves of her dear de- 
parted. After contemplating them in mourn- 
ful silence.she murmured to her companion, 
"Ah,James, you might hav been in that row 
now if you had only had a little more courage.” 


A GENTLEMAN and his wife, with two little 
girls, evidently twins, and about three years of 
uge, are seated at one of the tables in a dining- 
room waiting for their breakfast to be brought 
to them. One of the little girls, who had been 
intently observing what was passing, suddenly 
turned to ber sister and eald, '' Why don’t papa 
say drace?' The reply was, “They ain’t dot 
any Dod in Washington,” 


| 
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Notes and Clippings. 


= 


. A LITTLE girl in church, after the contribution 
plate had been passed, complacently and audi- 
bly said, “I paid for four, mamma! Was that 
right?” 


Lire is a pack of cards, Childhood’s best 
cards are hearts; youth is captured by dia- 
monds; middle age is conquered with a club, 
while old age is raked in by the insatiable spade. 


THERE are said to be now 170,000 Germans in 
London. An immense immigration has taken 
place since the war. The ruthless conscription 
and tyrannical government of the Fatherland 
sends thousands of her sons abroad. 


THE effect of the expulsion of the Jesuits 
from France is likely to promote their influ- 
ence, inasmuch asit willso widely distribute 
them. Scarcely a day passes but we read that 
a detachment of them has settled in some new- 
fleld. ie 


AT a camp-meeting a venerable sister began 
the hymn, " My soul be on thy guard. ten thou- 
sand foes arise.” She began too high. “Ten 
thousand,” she screeched, and stopped. “Start 
her at five thousand!” cried a conygrted-stock 
broker present. 


Kina Stanz‘y, the ruler of all the gypsies in 
in this country livs in the midst of a settle- 
ment of his people near Dayton. Ohio. His 
daughter, who was to become queen at his 
death, has lost her heritage by eloping with a 
man Who was not 4 gypsy. 


AT the recent examinations of the University 
of Bologna. & young lady received her diploma 
of doctress, surpassing the students of the 
other sex in anatomy, physiology, and chem- 
istry. At the University of Turin afair girl 
graduate obtained a similar degree of success 
in law. ` 


Tur English Parliamentary oath is no older 
than the days of Queen Elizabeth, and was insti- 
tuted as a safeguard against Roman Catholic 
conspirators. The act by which the oath was, 
made obligatory is entitled.'' An Acte for the 
Assurance of the Quene’s Majesties Royal power 
over all States and subjects within her domin- 
ions.” a 


Tar Roman Catholic Western Watchman re- 
marks that cremation and divorce are the off- 
spring of Protestantism, and that Protestantism 
itself is the offspring of paganism, Then, ac- 
cording to this Oatholic authority, Prctestantism 
and Catholicism hav precisely the same parent» 
age, for the Oatholics certainly hav little or 
nothing but what they borrowed from the 
pBgans. y 


Tux minister stopped at a house on the south 
side last week. and sought to improve the time 
by giving an eight-year-old boy an instructiv 
lesson in morality. '' My boy," said the minis- 
ter, "I hav lived forty-five years and hav never 
used tobacco in any ,form, nor told a lie, nor 
uttered an oath. nor’ played truant, nor—" 
' © Gimminy crickets!” interrupted the boy, “ye 
ain’t had any fun at all, hav ye?"* 


” WELL, Father Brown, how didyyou like the 
sermon yesterday?” asked a young preacher. 
” Yo see, parson.” wasthe reply, " I havn't a fair 
chance at them sermons of yours. There's old 
Miss Smithie, Widow Taff, 'n Rylan's darters "n 
Nabby Birt ’n all the rest sitting in front of me 
with their mouths wide open a swallerin’ down 
the best of the sermon, ’n what gets down to me 
is putty poor stuff, parson; putty poor stuff." | 


Tas Louisville Courier-Journal, one of the 
demmy organs that imagines the North hates 
the South. says that the Republican ticket is: 
For President, Hate; for Vice-President. Hate; 
for platform, everlasting hate. As usual, this 
isn’t true; but nobody can deny that this is the 
Democratic tickei: 

For President, the Offices (with a big O). 

For Vice-President, the rest of the Offices. 

For Platform, Everlasting Offices, 


Tur Dunkers are about to establish a clothing 
Store at Ashland, Ohio, where all the brethren 
of their persuasion will be able&o procure gar- 
ments of the proper pattern prescribed by the 
authorities of the church. They consider it a 
solemn duty to wear these clothes, and itis a 


part of their religion to hold on to the fashion 
which their ancestors hav handed down. For 
this they think and claim that they hav spirituai 
command, They consider that they are not 
serving God properly if they wear clothes of the 
cut and style worn by ordinary worldly people, 


By the sudden illness of Bishop Simpson’s 
wife, and his consequent return to Philadelphia, 
his official visit to China and Japan is indef- 
nitely postponed. He was to have presided at 
four mission conferences, the first of which is 
set down for August 12h, at Yokohama, and 
the last for October 28:h,at Foochow. These 
conferences will hav to do the best they can 
without the bishop. As soonas Bishop Simp- 
son found he could not go he telegraphed to 
Bishop Harris, in this city, to send some other 
bishop. This, however, was impossible. as no 
other rishop cou)d make arrangements for 80 
long & journey in time for the steamship, which 
was about to sail. Meantime Methodism inthis 
country will enjoy the service of Bishop Simp- 
son in proportion as the Celestials and the Japs 
are deprived of them. 


AT & recent meeting of the Dulwich (England) 
College Geological Club, Mr. B. G. Jenkins read 
a paper “On the Origin of Waves of Cold.” The 
object of the paper was to show the very remark- 
able effect of the planet Venus upon the earth, 
Many years ago the Astronomer Royal proved 
thatthe disturbing effect of this planet was so 
great that the earth was materially pulled out 
of its obit. Mr. Jenkins shows that it is to this 
disturbing action we must look for an explana- 
tion of the cold waves which roll through the 
atmosphere on an average every eight years— 
as in 1829, 1837, 1845. 1855, 1860, 1871. 1879—and that 
for the next forty years the temperature will be 
below the average, as it has during the past 
forty years been above the average, With re- 
gard to high temperature, he stated that for the 
last fifty years a heat wave has been observed to 
pass over the earth every twelve years, nearly 
and contemperary with the arrival of the planet 
Jupiter about perihelion, and that we are on the 
eve of the heat wave. 


A CORRESPONDENT from Norwich, Conn., sends 
us the following concerning & Bible believer in 
that town: 

As a devout biblical student, most gloriously 
drunk upon one of our public streets, was 
clinging to a post for support and relieving his 
stomach of its fiery contents, a philanthropic 
stranger accosted him: 

"My friend. what is the matter? You seem to 
hav been imbibing firewater rather freely.” 

“Gg course I hav." he replied; "and why 
should I not? I’m a consistent follower of the 
Bible, and am carrying out its divine injunc- 
tions.” 

“What do you mean? The Bible don’t re- 
quire you to get drunk and make a beast of 
yourself in this manner.” 

"Yes it does, sir. Guess you don’t attend 
Sunday-school and read the Bible, or you'd 
know better. Go home and read the twenty- 
seventh verse of the twenty-fifth chapter of 
Isaiah. where it—hic—says, 'Thus saith the 
Lord God of hosts, tho God of Israel—hic— 
Drink ye and be drunken and—hic—spew;’ so 
here goes for the Lord God of Israel,” said he. 
as a fresh torrent of benzine spouted from his 


mouth, 
Tas foliowing list of the untaxed property in 


the city of New York is from the Tax Commis- 


sioners’ books : 


United States Property................ $10,294,500 


CHURCHES, 
Protestant Episcopal.................... 9,032 677 
Baptist........ 5 eee errore . 2.059.100 
Congregational .................. 354.450 
Hebrew..........-.. 5 1,701.9050 
Lutheran - 456 450 
Methodist..........-- 2,404 225 
African Methodist.... 84,150 


"6,844,900 
52,700 
42,500 
2,169 100 
6,001 400 


Presbyterian ............ eese 
Rsformed Presbyterian........ 
United Presbyterian....-..-.. 
Reformed Dutch.... m 
Roman Catholic.... 


Unitarian..-........- 165,0. 0 
Universalist..... eiss . 374,000 
City Missions...:...........-. Ee aaa 498.950 
Public &ehools,................- esses... 0,024,260 


Engine houses... e. 1,108,875 
Station houges.. eee nnns 1,406,050 


CITY REAL ESTATE. 
Marketg................ eere 2.287,900 
Piers....... ws .... 9,662,863 
Hospitals..... T s... 2,533 000 
Parks............... <ie... 84,181,300 
Private Hospitals.... 6,018.147 

"  Dispensarlies...... 163,850 
Schools (private-charity). .... 3,609,650 
Libraries.......ccceeec econ ... 1,729.750 

..... 850 000 
Oolleges.........e eee ee ete ette 1515 300 
Asylums and Reformatories.....,..... 6,639 295 
Prisons and Courthouses. ....... se... 7,206 555 
, Cemeteries .......... ...eee eens .. 1,278 570 
Croton Aqueduct.......... Sees... 2806 700 
Corporation property................. . 1.056 650 
Miscellaneous......... esce ennt 2,411,160 
Total......ssnssssssssseess s o. oe 1$185.861,337 
RESUME. 
United States property................ $ 10,294,600 
Oity "UP ses ...... 126 472,268 
Private " ass sees 17 663 017 
Church ES age 31,431 553 
Total....... bomena $185,861,337 
Tur London correspondent of the New York 
Times has this to say: ‘’If the friends and foes 
of Mr. Bradlaugb, the member for Northamp- 
ton, had entered into an alliance to advance his 
personal interests and make him the most 
famous person in Great Britain, they could not 
hav done more than they hav done. They bay 
played his game all the time. Itis difficult to 
say who has been his greatest friend—Mr. Glad- 
stone, the Premier, or Sir Stafford Northcote, 
the leader of her Majesty’s Opposition. Mr. 
Bradlaugh is the proprietor and editor ofa 
newspaper Called the National Reformer. “We 
never at any time previously to the present: ex- 
citement,” he said to & friend of mine, “sold 
more than 12.000 copies a week; our circulation 
has now gone up to 200,000.” This being the 
case, Mr. Bradlaugh, from a position of com- 
parativ impecuniosity, rises to one of affluence, 


and a mere political outsider the other day, he 
is now one of the foremost men in England. 
Determined still further to advance his cause, 
one Henry Lewis Ularke has issued a writ 
against him for $2.500,the penalty prescribed by 
act of Parliament for sitting and voting in the 
House of Commons without having subscribed 
the oath of allegiance in accordance with 29 and 
30 Victoria, chapter 19. Every time Bradlaugh 
votes, Clarke says he will sue for the penalty. 
The Times the other day expressed regret that 
Mr. Gladstone, in his resolution permitting 
Bradlaugh to affirm, did not make it conclusiv 
and without appeal, instead ofeleaving the legal 
point an open question. It is certainly a pity 
that the subject should be transferred from Par- 
Hament toa courtof law. The action will not 
be tried before the end of the year. Bradlaugh 
has placed himself in the hands of Mr. George 
Lewis, the well-known London lawyer, It is 
said, on sound authority, that supposing the 
case should go against Bradlaugh, the queen 
h ower to remit the penal ies,so that any- 
M oM government is master of the situation, 
which makes it all the more regretable that the 
Premier has not saved the country the expense 
and waste of time involved in unneceseary liti- 
gation. The cause will be tried in the Queen’s 
Bench division of the High Oourt of Justice, Mr. 
Labouchere says that the plaintiff.to hav any 
locus standi, must prove that when Bradlaugh 
affirmed he was nota Quaker nor a Moravian, 
the membors of which set aro permiltedto affirm. 
The onus probandi rests with the plaintiff, and 
unless Mr, Bradlaygh has specifically etated 
that he did not belong to either of these de- 
nominations when he affirmed, it is difficult to 
see how it is going to be proved that he did not, 
Labouchere and Leyis are friends, and it is 
possible that these suggestions indicate the 
line of Bradlaugh’s defense, '''The mere fact,” 
says his colleague and champion, “that Brad- 
laugh’s published opinions are not those of 
either Moravian or Quaker is no evideace that 
he is not a member of one or the other,” The 
very first division in which Mr, Bradiaugh reg- 
istered his name was for a new writ to be 
issued for Dewsbury, where the seat had be- 
come vacant on petition for bribery and cor- 
ruption. Those who know Mr, Bradlaugh and 
Mrs. Besant. his publishing colleague and 


propriety in that partnership is & gross and 


Events of the Week. 


Tux Egyptian obelisk arrived in this port on 
the 19:h. 


PETER OQooPER has been dangerously ill of 
late, but is slowly recovering. 


THE lightning struck and killed three men at 
Louisville, Ky., on Saturday last. 


TEE Paris editors are at their pistol pranks 
again. No less than three duels took place 
among {hem in one day recently. 


THe town marshal of Canfield, O., was mur- 
dered by a party of roughs on the 17th, 

Goxn has been discovered in several localities 
in the northern part of this state, 


OnasTINE Oox, who murdered Mrs, Hull in 
this city sometime ago, was hanged on the 17th, 


FnE& icewater fountains are to be established - 


at once in the tenement-house districts of this 
elty. 


THE mortality among children in thia city, 
owing to the long-continued hot spell, is still 
alarmingly great. 


WESTON has accepted an offer of $5,000 to beat 
the best six days’ record. The walk beglns at 
Providence, R, L, on August 2d. 


At Lincoln. New Mexico, a short time ago, 
three men were lynched by a mob, one each 
night for three successiv nights, 


A woman in Hoboken, N. J., recently com: 
mitted suicide in order that she might be with 
her four children who had recently dled. 


SEVERAL Cuban patriots, including the revo- 
lutionary Minister of War, were recently cap- 
tured and massacred by the Spanish forces. 


SEVERAL large oil tanks near Bradford, Pa, , 


were recently struck by lightning and set on 
fire. Much damage was done and one life lost. 


A PRIEST in France. aged ninety-thpee, was 
recently converted to (Protestantism; end soon 
after married & Protestant lady aged thirty-. 
three. 


A VIOLENT Wind and rain storm passed over 
Camden county, N. J., on the 16th, At Chester 
thirty-five houses were unroofed, and one man 
was killed, 


SEVERAL children hav been kidnapped in this 
city and Brooklyn recently, Child-stealing is 
becoming too common, and a few kidnappers 
ought to be made examples of, 


It is announced that Peru and Bolivia are to 
coalesce as one nation, Ohili, which now 
threatens to bombard Lima. Peru's capital, has 
proved too strong for both nations. 


ROCHEFORT, the amnestied communistic 
editor, ts back 1n Paris, and has started a new 
radical journal, of which nearly two hundred 
thousand copies were sold on the first day of its 
publication. 


AN explosion occurred on the 15th in a coal 
mine at Risca, England, by which a hundred 
and twenty miners lost their lives, In 18600ne 
hundred and forty-five persons were killed in a 
similar manner in the same mine. i 


Der. TANNER, the faster, is now well along ín 
his fourth week without food. He appears to 
be in better condition than during the first 
week of his great fast, and bids fair to accom- 
plish his self-imposed task and liv to tell of it. 


Tat East River suspension bridge is slowly 
approaching completion. The buildings in 
the way of the approaches hav been torn down, 
and it is the intention to finish the approaches 
before winter. The roadway of the bridge wilk 
be completed as soon as the steel and iron for 
it Gan be manufactured, 


Tux British Islands were visited last week by 
one of the most destructiv storms on record. 
Several persons were killed by lightning and 
drowned by the floods caused by the heavy 
rainfall, as were also whole fiocks of sheep and 
herds of cattle. Many houses were swept away 
and railway traffic in many places was entirely 
suspended. At Tavistoek a coal mine was 
flooded by the overflow of a river, and severa) 
miners were drowned. Hundreds of acres of 


infamous scandal, The lady is a comely woman | land are submerged, and in many places the 


| friend, declare that the bare suggestion of im- 


ang married, 


only means of communication is by boat. 
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Prof, J. H, W. Toohey on Our New Work, 
; CONCLUDED, 


Tur Gens anp RELIGIONS or ANCIENT AND Mop- 
ERN Times. By D. M. Bennett. - Ia two vol- 
umes. ‘Volume I. New “York Liberal and 
Scientific Publishing House. 1880. i 


: Another phase of Hebrew polytheism is brought 
to mind by Mr. Bennett's reflections on the age and 
history of “ the Holy Ghost.” He says, “ The third 
person in the Christian Trinity is a comparativly 
modern one, . and it was not ýntil the 
New Testament was written that his. name ap- 
eared” (p. 581), adding such historio details as 
av been reported of the doings of the Ghost. 
Later reading, however, seems to hav convinced him 
that the Holy Ghost belonged to the family of the 
ancient Semitic gods, and he givs the larger part of 
chapter xiv of 2d Esdras to show the conditions 
required of the “writing medium” of that day 
before “the Holy Ghost" could come into rapport 
and effect “a spiritual control.” But the most 
astonishing part of the narrativ is reached at the 
22d verse, where Esdras informs the Lord that “ the 
Holy Ghost? can be sent “into” him, when he 
(Esdras) * shall write all that hath been done in the 
world since the beginning.” An immense contract 
for one author, but then he had five aids, and they 
were to work hard for forty days and eat bread at 
night. The noticeable, feature, however, of this 
roposed partnership between Esdras and the Lord 
is that then, as now; the ghosts,” “holy” and less 
holy, are professionally inclined to get “into” and 
take possession of the human body without regard 
to the proprieties of sex or the consent of the own- 
er. In later times, however, and in the gospel of 
John in particular, *the Holy Ghost? has so. far 
improved in function and character as to be the 
synonim for the “comforter” of Jesus. His per- 
sonality may. be questionable, but the fact that he 
comes direct from * the Father," and is *the spirit 
of truth," shows conclusivly he is still à member 
of the heavenly family and a factor of that plural 
unit known in all religions as characterizing the 
polytheistic. ' 

Conventionally, however, Mr. Bennett is correct 
in making the “Holy Ghost” modern, as “the 
Christian Trinity" of * Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit," is of the New rather than the Old Testa- 
ment, while “the Holy Ghost” of Esdras is in the 
Apocrypha, and “belongs to neither dispensation ” 
where Theodore Parker was wont to place the blank 
leaves in the Bible. Protestant divines, rather than 
Vatican authority, is responsible for this isolation of 
fourteen of the most suggestiv books in the Bible, 
for a brief but comprehensiv account of which see 
pages 645—647. 

“ The Monotheism of the Semitic races".in an- 
cient and modern times, therefore, is a Christian 
fancy rather than a historic fact, That the number 
of “the gods” hav diminished in the pantheons of 
the Semitic races is conceded, but the explanation 
of the phenomenon is in the interests of experience, 
not “revelation.” Jere, as elsewhere, the assump- 
tion of a “ providential intervention? must pass for 
nothing,'an attempt to reduce the number of the 
gods and introduce logical economy into the make- 
up of the celestial family. ‘That it came into life 
and history with the growth of the logieal faculty 
in the human thinking, is historic commonplace. 
That it was édéosyncratic and peculiar to the indi- 
vidual, rather than the race or the nation, is equally 
well known, but the stages of its progress, and the 
particular circumstances helping to make it the ral- 
lying ery for religious reform, are not so well under- 
stood. It may hav been seclusiv.or exclusiv in its 
beginnings, assuming the purely personal and eso- 
teric form, or, expanding into warmer controversies, 
became iconoclastic and revolutionary, but in either 
case it utilized, unitized, and harmonized its central 
conviction into all its outlooks and relations. In the 
genesis of the individual, as of the tribe, there was 
an exodus to make and a desert to inhabit—silence 
and solitude following revolt and emigration. Truth, 
however, will be its own Nemesis, and the new life 
will grow according to its affinities, to the honor of 
the truth seeker and “for the healing of the na- 
tions.” It may be the thought-life of Socrates, 
Plato, Confucius, Numa, Paul, Jesus, Mohammed, 
Bruno, Spinoza, or Rousseau, in the form of mono- 
theism, Pantheism, or Atheism ; but in any or all 
of these mental outlooks the reign of * the gods” 
ig at an end; henceforth the question of “one 
god,” all god, or no god is to be settled by the logic 
of events and the certainties of science. Individual 
preferences and sectarian predilections pass for little 
without the sectarist is a scholar ; the court of his or 
her appeal, the uniformities of nature ; and the wit- 
nesses to her verdicts, the verifications of expe- 
rience. 

Naturally enough the discussion of the monothe- 
istic aspect of religion comes last in the volume. 
Over three hundred pages are given to a detailed an- 
alysis of its gods and the text-books supporting their 
miraculous doings, bringing to the front the results 
of the latest scholarship in this department of human 
effort, the whole making it laly instructiv, The 


fundathentálassumptions of Christendom are brought. all women, even the unfortunate, Mr. Bennett has 


.| under review, and the pretensions of the earlier and ; 


later revelators are:: reconsidered in the light of 
modern résearch and:discovery. Scholarly thinkers, 
like Rev. J. W. Chadwick, Rev. O. B. Frothingham, 
Rev. James. Freeman Clarke, Rev. J. T. Sunderland, 
Prof. Francis W. Newman, Dr. Thomas Inman, W. 
R. Greg, and Lydia Maria Child, bear testimony 
againist “the gods” and kindred superstitions. That 
most of them are Unitarians is only another way 
of saying they are moderns in their methods of in- 
terpretation ; the impartiality of their analysis, no 
less than the liberalism of their conclusions, showing 
them to be superior to party bias and mere Chris- 
tianism. They are-not antichristian ; neither are 
they Christian inthe common acceptation of the 
term; but they . are: extra-Christian, and work in 
the fellowship .of thé spirit with Darwin, Vogt, 
Pouchet, Haeckel, Huxley, Wallace, Lyell, Lubbock, 
and all others who may cherish the belief that 
truth only is worthy the veneration of mankind. 
Their theism therefore does not.appear in the extracts 
made by Mr. Bennett from their pages, and their 
presence in this volume only illustrates the growing 
truth that “free inquiry” is no longer confined to 
the “Freethinker,” the “Infidel” and the non-religion- 
ist, but livs, moves, and has being wherever scholar- 
ship takes up its abode. Let the animus of their 
criticism be appreciated and inspire others to a 
kindred fraternity of elfort ; for, if theidea of Zoro- 
aster is correct, the truth seeker par excellence 
should ‘appear in the fields of inquiry and reséarch 
“as the bee, collecting honey, and departing without 
destroying the flower;” let the subject matter be 
“the gods” or their opposits—the devils! 

Three additional items enrich the volume, each to 
be appreciated by the bias or liking of the reader. 
The first is a likeness, the second a glossary, and the 
last an invocation to the universe. The first will 
be recognized: and admired by all who hav known 
the author before the U. S. authorities took a fancy to 
his beard; and thousands who hav notas yet enjoyed 
that pleasure will desire a likeness of the man who 
dared to test the authority of a law that made the 
spy, the pimp, and the informer a governmental 
official; and the freedom of thé press and mail traps 
for the manufacture of criminals and the punishment 
of independent thinkers. Allhonor to tke man who 
dared to oppose so infamous a law! May his 
likeness be multiplied by admiring. millions, until 
the barbarism by which hesuffered is known no more 
in law. The second will be appreciated by the 
student of the Norse mythology, as it givs full 
definitions and explanations of the persons and places 
that appear in its literature, The last may surprise 
those who hav outgrown “the spirit of prayer ".and 
no longer believe in “amen corners,” but a little 
reflection may giv a new cast to old associations, 
In any event, the result will be individualistic, it 
may be idiosyncratic, because the chastened thinker, 
as well as the saddened sinner, in sinking to the 
level of the world’scommon sorrow, will find little, 
very little, to be thankful for; particularly when 
they are made to. realize by the evér-returnifig 
experiences of daily life the presence of that wilful 
ignorance that must err “in thought, word, and 
deed,” and suffer as surely as they err, without 
bringing relief or reformation; and yet there must 
be another and a more hopeful side to the drama to 
support the thinker and the toiler for better things. 

This latter class may be men of “more heart" and 
less thought, and women of more feeling and less 


intellect, who continue to find life attractiv and|( 


nature sublime, notwithstanding “the ills that flesh 
is heir to;" but the explanation is as simple as the 
result is practical, and may be said in the few words 
that reports the fact that they hav learned the use 
of, and delight in the ministry of, “little things.” 
This mission keeps them in active service and helps 
them to transmute the sorrows of the erring into 
discipline and education: without once relying on 


the abstractions of religion or the control of the 


gods. The mystery of the “ all-in-all” may over- 
shadow them, but they liv, move, and hav a happy 
being only by acting on the principle, “ Life is real, 
lfe is earnest /” : 

In this spirit the reader is expected to understand 
Mr. Bennett’s invocation to the spirit of the universe, 
and sympathize, with him practically if possible, and 
for the following among other reasons: (1) Because 
** the fear of God,” or the dread of the gods, is no 
longer “the beginning of wisdom ;” (2) Because the 
forces of nature that made fear at one time natural, 
and terror even possible, are now known to be min- 
istering spirits in the never-ceasing efforts of nature 
to beautify the earth and make the family of man 
“healthy, wealthy, and wise;” (3) Because “the gods” 
and their “ miraculous” disorders hav given place to 
the uniformities and certainties of organizing and 
organic laws, the knowledge of which makes science 
progressiv, humanity redemptiv, and’ reform the 
ministrations of the good, who know no devils but 
ignorance and the fruits thereof, no demons but 
selfishness and, hypocrisy, and no “hell” but the 
torments of a self-accusing mind. 

For these discoveries into the “nature of things,” 
and the hopes they justify for the future of all meu, 


amenities, Ae may be excused if, n 


‘ly and hopefully say, Amen, 


his word of thanksgiving and rejoicing; and con- 
sidering his imprisonment, suffering, and sickness, 
his long separation from home ME ia friendly 

. hour of-his 
near deliverance from bondage and his nearer ap- 
proach to the loved and loving of other days, he feels 
to forget his sorrows, forgiv, if possible, his enemies, 
and pray, “ May we learn to perform the worthiest of 
all labors, to practice the greatest of all arts, making 
ourselus and those around us happy /" For in such 
acts of kindness, goodness, and reforming sense, he 
and his friends will find a full compensation for the 
death of “the gods” and the decline of their religions; 
and it is more than possible, yes, it is probable, 
should the reader agree with him and them, that Mr. 
Bennett will find pleasure in knowing he can honest- 


The Godly Women Wir the Bible.—Continued. 


BY AN UNGODLY WOMAN OF THE 19TH CENTURY, 
THE VIRGIN MARY.—CONTINUED. 

‘Scene sixth transfers us to Matthew, for Luke 
omits entirely one of the most important “facts ” in 
the immaculate-conception scheme of salvation, vis., 
the revelation to Joseph of Gabriel’s visit to Mary, 
and her conception of the Holy Ghost ; and we are 
indebted to Matthew, and Matthew only, for this 
essential information, and to him we will now.turn, 
since the supposing commentators assert that this 
event took place immediately after Mary’s return 
from her visit to Elizabeth, her condition having then 
become apparent to her betrothed. Here is the ac- 
count (Matt. i, 18-25): 

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on- this 
wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, she was found 
with child of the Holy Ghost; then Joseph her 
husband, being a just man, and not willing to make 
her a public example, was minded to put her away 
privily. But while he thought on these things, be- 
hold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a 
dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not 
to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she 
‘shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name 
Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins. 
Now all this was done that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, szying, Be- 
hold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 
forth ason, and they shall call his name Emanuel, 


which being ‘interpreted is, God with us. Then 


Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of 
the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife; 
and knew her not till she had brought forth her 
first-born son: and he called his name Jesus." 

There are many points’ here to be considered : 
1. Who found that Mary was with child? and 
2. How did the discoverer know that it was of 
the. Holy Ghost or any other ghost? What 
were the specific tests by which-that celestial fact 
could be proved? 3. When thus found with child 
before she and Joseph came together, who knew 
whether they had been together or not except 
themselves? How could Matthew or any other his- 
torian affirm it except upon the testimony of Joseph 
and Mary, and in such a matter were they to be 
believed any more than any other two persons who 
might be caught in a similar dilemma? 4. How 
could Joseph be minded to put her away pri- 
vately, that is, give her a writing of divorcement 
Deut. xxiv, 1) without bringing her before a magis- 
trate, which latter was his duty according to the 
Levitical glaw- (Deut. xxii, 23-24), as a betrothed 
damsel found in her condition was punished with 
death by stoning. 5. This she must have known 
when she so readily yielded to Gabriel. Nota likely 
story if she was a sensible girl 6. The angel 
of the Lord, Gabriel it is supposed, appeared unto 
Joseph in adream. How could he know it was an 
angel of the Lord, and that he could depend on that 
dream? 57. How could he be sure that Mary 
had not been unfaithful to him aad flirting with 
some other beau? A dream, what a proof of fact! 
8. No one but Joseph could testify to that dream, 
80 on his testimony, and his alone, hangs the 
whole explanation of Maty’s condition. What a 
credulous fool! 9. Should any espoused man 
in our day and generation dream such a dream 
and rely upon its veracity, what Christian would 
commend him for his trust in the Lord? What 


Christian of to-day would place any confidence in 


such a story, set going by à man-dreamer? Would 
not the dreamer subject himself to ridicule and 
suspicion of the most infamous nature, and risk 
being called à knave, or non compos mentis? 10, 
Who would believe the damsel's account, for upon 
her affidavit, and hers alone, rests the testimony that 
Gabriel appeared to her as related in Luke, for 
their seance was a private one, and no other evangel- 
ist records it but Luke? Therefore, 11, Upon his 
knowledge of the facts depends the whole truthful. 
ness of the story. of Mary. So, 12, This dream 
(supposed to have been related by Joe, recorded 
“according to St. Matthew") and this angel tete-a-tete 


of Mary's, recorded “according to St, Luke,” are 
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the only evidence in God's revelation to man of the 


' virgin's miraculous conception, the birth of a savior, 


the incarnation of the Son of God, and all the long 
string of gospel monstrosities imposed upon the 
world for over 1,800 years by Catholic Jesuits and 
Protestant know-nothings. 

The learned commentators, in whining, pitiful 
language, comment upon Joseph's feelings during 
this trying ordeal, as “he brooded over the matter 


-alone in the stillness of the night, his domestic 


p pepeti darkened, and his happiness blasted for 
ife, his mind slowly working itself up to the pain- 
ful step. At the last extremity the Lord himself 
interposes a dream.” 

And then again, “when he took unto him his 
wife,” after the matter was all amicably settled 
between Joe and the angel ina dream—for the 
sacred record does not intimate that the two lovers 
exchanged words on the subject, though the com- 
mentators declare that “without doubt they com- 
muned ”—they overflow in ecstasy thusly : “ With 
what deep and reverential joy would this now be 
done on his part ; and what balm would this admin- 
ister to his betrothed one, who had till now lain 
under suspicion of all others the most trying to a 
chaste and holy woman; suspicions, too, arising from 
what, though to her an honor unparalleled, was to 
all around her wholly unknown.” And all these 
suspicions were driven away by a dream. 

' Scenes seventh and eighth in Matthew ii, and 
Luke ii, to which the reader is referred, open up 
the birth of Jesus. Matthew gives no particulars, 
but states when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, in the days of Herod the king, wise men came 


‘into the house, saw the young child with Mary his 


mother, fell down and worshiped him, presented 
their gifts, and departed. That Joseph was warned 


in a dream to go to Egypt, because Herod would} 


seek the young child’s life, that he went (scene 
ninth), had another dream to return, that he re- 


turned (scene tenth) as far as the land of Israel, but 
when he heard that Archelaus did reign in the room 


of his father Herod, he disobeyed his fourth dream, 
and went and dwelt in Nazareth. . 

Luke relates how Joseph had to go to Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 
to be taxed, with Mary his espoused wife great 
with child. Nothing said about her lineage. That 


when her days were accomplished she should 


be delivered. She brought forth her first-born son, 


wrapped him in swaddling-clothes, and laid him in 
a manger because there was no room for them in 


theinn. That shepherds who were watching their 


flocks by night (in that cold country on December 
95th. ommentators admit that the date of the 


birth has been fixed too late, but say the time makes 
no difference) were apprised by the angel of the 
Lord that they should find this baby as represented 
in Bethlehem, that he was the Savior, Christ the 
Lord, that they came in haste, found all as reported, 


. returned, etc. v 


‘ness. “When there went out a decree from Cesar 
lAugustus that all the world should be taxed, and 
| this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was gov- 
ernor,” they declare “a very perplexing verse, inas- 
mueh.as Cyrenius appears not to have been gov- 
ernor for about ten years after Jesus’s birth ;” but 
they console themselves by adding that “candid 
critics, even of skeptical tendency, are ready to 
allow that there is not likely to be any real inac- 
curacy in the statement*of our evangelist.” 

How candid those skeptical critics must have 
been, and how skeptically critical their candor! 
Why did not the divines give their names? What 
guessings, supposings, probabilities, perplexities, 
doubts, and demurrings over God’s infallible word, 
that is said to beso plain that * wayfaring men, 
though fools, shall not err therein !" These divines, 
God's watchmen, though not “ fools,” seem to have 
a wonderful hard time in reconciling discrepancies 
where no * real" ones exist, and then fail to recon- 
cile them, so there are as many “ seeming ” inaccu- 
racies to-day as fifteen centuries ago. A wonderful 
God, to make a book and leave it in such uncer- 
tainty! Does no one err therein? Some of the 
learned inspired divines must be in error, since 
they disagree, and must lead the people into error. 
As, for example, in their demurrings in regard to 
the visit to Egypt and the presentation at the tem- 
ple, they confess: * Nothing is more difficult than 
to fix the precise order in which the visit of the 
Magi, with the flight into and return from Egypt 
(Matt. ii), is to be taken in relation to the circum- 
cision and presentation of Christ in the temple here 
recorded (Luke xi, 21-40), It is perhaps best to 
leave this in the obscurity in which we find it as 
the result of two independent, though, if we knew 
all, easily reconcilable narratives.” i 

What business has a revelation on such an im- 
portant subject and point to be left even in “ob- 


what a slender thread hangs all eternal things !” In 


cile, so crawl out under the plea of “ obscurity.” . 


{From the (London) National Reformer.of July 4th. 
Parliamentary Jottings. 
BY CHARLES BRADLAUGBH, 


scurity?” Its validity should be established beyond 
adoubt, The eternal salvation of the world de- 
pends upon one point being incorrect. “My God, on 


fact, these contradictions are so glaringly palpable 
that many of them they dare not attempt to recon- 


Parliamentary jottings this week are, I am afraid, of an 
erratic character. I spent, during the first two nights after 
the issue of the last number of this journal, at least fourteen 
hours wandering more or less uncomfortably in the lobbies 
of the House. Then my jottings were interrupted by a 
summary arrest by the firm but exceedingly courteous 
Serjeant-at-Arms, and my capability for further jottings 
was restored by an equally sudden and more unexpected 
release. The order for my liberation found me in the 


English constituency, for that which is the case of North- 
ampton to-day may be the case of any other constituency 
to-morrow. Mr. Gorst, the aspiring free lance of the front 
bench below the gangway, volunteered to aid the late Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer in opposition to the wicked Brad- 
laugh, and it is said that the Conservatives are canvassing 
fiercely for votes. „Why Sir Stafford Northcote moved my 
release and yet givs notice of an opposition which, if suc- 
cessfu), must end in my re-imprisonment, is a problem too 
complex for this hot weather. 


PERSONAL, 


Now that the flerce struggle is over, and that I am really 
in full.enjoyment of the right and privilege which the peo- ^ 
ple of Northampton gave me on the day of the poll, I beg 
iny friends not to mar this grand triumph by any undue 
words of exultation or ungenerous boast. If bitter bigotry 
and Tory malice hav been activ against me personally, there 
has been also honest, earnest picty, in despite of the foulest 
and most persistent misrepresentation, enlisted in the grand 
array on behalf of right. If some clergymen hav been cruel 
and unjust in language and conduct, there hav also been 
preachers who hav been most generous and kindly. Do 
notlet our freethinking friends remember so much what 
we as a party hav done toward the result, as what has been 
done for us by religious men, notwithstandiog the cry of 
heresy. If the heart ee Nonconformist party had 
not been brave and just, the fight, instead of being so far 
over, would yet hav to be fought. The speeches of relig- 
ious men like William Ewart Gladstone, John Bright, 
Henry Richard, and Charles Stuart Parnell—each represent- 
ing a varying shade of Christian belief, and each a most 
earnestly religious man—must more: than outweigh, and 
cause our friends to pass by, the rabid, raving, fanatical 
outpourings and deliberate misrepresentations which hav 
disfigured ‘the parliamentary discussions on this subject. 
When tbe reader remembers that the very vilest misstate- 
ments and coarsest caricatures of my language and conduct 
hav been circulated to every member of Parliament, and 
that even some members of the House of Commons hav 
been reckless enough to invent for me and to attribute to 
me opinions which I hav never held and rough words 


“ rr 
Dh 


praise the high-minded conduct of those Nonconformists in 
the House of Commons who hav declared for justice desplte 
all. 


The Religion of Science. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir. In order 
to make my position clear and plain to the common under- 
standing, it is first necessary to state that science is that 
wise adaptation of means to ends that never makes any 


by the interposition of unnatural barriers. A stone let 
down from any hight would fall directly toward the center 
of the earth, the attraction of gravitation inevitably draw- 
ing it thither, while a feather would be tossed about by 
every breeze and current. But remove this barrier to its 
direct descent, and the feather would reach the earth's sur 
face as readily as the stone. 

What should thia teach all thinking minds but this: that. 
law, universal law, isthe only true object of respect, rev- 
erence, and worship? And the only way to do the same is 


which I hav never used, it makes worthy of the strongest | 


mistakes when its spontaneous action is not interfered with ` 


. temple and circumeised. Luke says nothing about 


` as if there had been no visit of the Magi, no flight 


Clock Tower in a gray suit, opening constantly arriving 
letters and telegrams, and I had to dress with great rapidity 
and hurry down to the House in order, if need be, to test 
Mr. Gorst’s most ridiculous and monstrous proposition, that 
the doorkeepers should hav instructions to exclude me. 
There, however, turned out to be no necessity for my haste. 
The Speaker gave no encouragement to the outrageous 
suggestion. 

On going down to the House on Friday I was touched 
beyond measüre by the spontaneous outburst of popular feel- 
ing, and although then it seemed as though another and 
still graver conflict were about to take place, the sympathy 
cheered and strengthened me in my duty. Fortunately the 
tact and ability of Mr. Labouchere averted the immediate 
possibility of collision, and as the government agreed to 
giv an early day for the discussion of his motion to rescind 
the obnoxious resolution of last Tuesday, I at once gave 
way and determined that the House should hav fair oppor- 
‘tunity for discussion before an irretrievably mischievous 
step was taken. I was exceedingly glad to avoid another 
scene on Friday, for my enemies had been so undignified 
that I feared lest the corruption of evil communications 
might render me too less considerate. Ihad not supposed 
that a brand-new peer of the realm, even if his name as a 
commoner had been Adderley, could be grossly ungentle- 
manly. Those who read my correspondence with Lord 
Norton, given in another column, will see that à nobleman 
is not necessarily a gentleman. 

On Monday, one of the eccentric ''barongs" with whom 
the House of Commons is afflicted, a Baron de Ferrieres, a 
so-called Liberal, actually proposed that the House should 
assertits dignity by declaring my seat vacant. A little later 
a question to the Prime Minister, put by Mr. Wyndham, a 
Conservativ gentleman, who has not forgotten to be just to 
a foe, showed that the Government had determined to take 
the matter into its own hands and make some proposition, 
At the close of the questions Mr. Gladstone arose and gave 
notice of the resolutions which are printed in the ‘‘ Bum- 
mary." By the time this is in the hands of the reader the 
decision of the House will probably again hav been given, 
either for liberty or against it. In any event my duty is 
clear. 

On Tuesday evening Sir Stafford Northcote distinctly 
announced that the Tory party, still unrepentant and un- 
convinced, intended once more, on Thursday evening, to 
challenge the right of the constituency of Northampton to 
choose its Own representativ. If Sir Stafford Northcote 
succeeds, it means that the Tories claim to dictate to every 


If the history of Jesus, instead of Mary, was 
under consideration, scores of contradictions could 
be shown in the narratives of these two evangelists, 
who alone mention the birth of Jesus. Such evi- 
dence would be rejected in any court in Christen- 
dom. . Á few of these * apparent discrepancies" will 
be noticed. Matthew says nothing about the visit 
of Gabriel to Mary. Luke says nothing about Joe’s 
dream or its sequel. Matthew says nothing about 
Elizabeth or Zacharias. Luke says nothing about 
Joseph not knowing Mary till after Jesus’s birth. 
Matthew says nothing about shepherds. Luke says 
nothing about wise men. Matthew says nothing 
about an angel heralding the birth. Luke says 
nothing about a star going before them. Matthew 
says nothing about being born in a manger. Luke 
says nothing about being born in a house. Matthew 
says nothing about being taxed in Bethlehem. Luke 
says nothing about Herod seeking the child's life. 
Matthew says nothing about being taken to the 


to obey its teachings when recognized and clearly under- 
stood in any given direction. 


may profess or believe this, that, or the other thing, but 
what would it profit them if they should thrust their hands 
into the fire? Would any amount of profession or belief 
save them from being burned or shield them from the 
smart, the penalty attached to violating the law pertaining 


organism? Surely not. 

Then isit not plain that the religion of science is the kind 
for us all to hav to save us from present suffering, to say 
least? Aud now is all the time we hav to deal with, for 
the past cannot be recalled, the future is uncertain, but the 
present will bring us true enjoyment and present peace if 
we bow down before the sacred shrine of truth as revealed 
in science or immutable law as fast as we come to recog- 
nize her demands—work and wait. 

“But,” says one, *'to be bappy to-day is not enough; wa 
want to be happy to-morrow and in the future life.” 

Be itso. Is there any law pertaining to life that you do 
not already understand? If so, continue to search for its 
natural or normal action, and, when understood, reverently 
obey its injunctions, and to-morrow and all future time is 
yours to enjoy. 

“But,” says one, “I cannot always liv to enjoy these 
things." 

Well, be this so. If you are made happy through obedi- 
ence to the law of life while you do liv, is not that better 
than to only ‘‘stay” on the earth because you constantly 
violate the laws that govern the well-being of all sentient 
things? Surely you can giv but one answer. 

But if at the close of life in the material you find that 
there is still a mental and spiritual consciousness, to say the 
least, would you not be more likely to enjoy that conscious- 
ness than though your life in the material had been a con: 
stant violation of the laws that govern and control uni- 
versal being? Surely you can giv but one answer, and 
that an affirmativ one. 

Accustomed as men and women are to look to the future 
only for happiness, instead of to the present, this view of 
things may perhaps look strange to some of you, but, or 
reflection, you'll be convinced that obedience tó law to-day 
wil bring true enjoyment. And if to-day, why not to- 
morrow and all coming time if we continue true to the lighy 
that immutable law carries with it to illuminate our path. 
way onward and upward ? JULIA Q, FRANKLIN. 


Joe's dream and going inte Egypt. Matthew says 
nothing about their being in Nazareth until after 
their return from Egypt. Luke declares them to 
have been in Nazareth before the child was begot- 
ten and born. In regard to the latter the learned 
divines say, ** From Luke ii, 39, one would conclude 
that the parents of Jesus brought him straight back 
to Nazareth after his presentation in the temple,” 


to Egypt, no stay there. One might, from the 
other evangelist’s way of speaking (Matt. ii, 23), 
equally conclude that the parents of our Lord had 
never heen in Nazareth until now. 

«Did we know exactly the sources from which the 
matter of each of the gospels was drawn up, or the 
mode in which they were used, this apparent dis- 
crepancy would probably disappear at once. In 
neither case is there any inaccuracy. At the same 
time it is difficult, with these two facts before us, to 
conceive that either of these two evangelists wrote 
his gospel with the other's before him,” etc. ` 

Js not this admission from Christians too damag- 
ing to need even comment from the pen of the un- 

odly ? 

Apain, they are in doubt about this taxing busi- 


Science knows no favorits. Any man, woman, or child : 


to excessiv heat when it comes in contact with the human ` 
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What Objections to Christianity ? 
REPLY TO MR. MAIR’S THIRD LETTER. 


Mr. G. M. Marr, Dear Sir: I will briefly review 
some of the points and positions in your third letter. 
. You say, “Admitting the facts adduced to uphold 
your [my] thesis, what weight would they have 
against the truth of Christianity?” I should say,.a 
great deal of weight. Christianity is held up to the 
world as being a supernatural system of religion, 
though gotten up less than nineteen hundred years 
ago, and that upon the divinity of its character the 
whole world depends for present and future happi- 
ness. The claim is stoutly made that it is a new 
discovery, a divine invention of the 
portance to the whole world, the like of which was 
never known before. Now this claim is true, or it 
is untrue. If it turns out that it is not new, that the 
same ideas were entertained in the world not less 
than a thousand years earlier, and that they were 
devised. by human beings, the claim of originality, 
newness, and divinity falls helplessly to the ground. 
Should you announce to the world that you were the 
inventor of a new churn, washing machine, or corn- 
sheller, and that you had produced something that 
the world had never known before, and that conse- 
quently you were the greatest inventor the ages had 
produced, and if afterwards it was found that your 
machine had been used in many places not less than 
a score of years before you announced your great 
discovery, and that thousands had seen it and availed 
themselves of it, your claim would not be worth a 
cent, and you would be classed among pretenders 
and false claimants. It is precisely the same with 
religious inventions. No matter how strong the 
claims set up that they are original and divine, if 
itis found they are old and traceable to human 
brains, the claim is of no more value than yours for 
your patent churn or washing machine. If it should 
even now be discovered that Robert Fulton was not 
the first man who propelled a boat in the water by 
steam, the honor of being the inventor of the steam- 
boat must be taken from him. If it is proved be- 
yond a question that Samuel F. B. Morse was not 
really the originator of the electric telegraph, his 
claim as inventor of itis not of any value. If other 
mythical gods had long before fallen in love with the 
daughters of men and got them with child, it is 
hardly worth while for Jehovah, or rather Jahveh, 
to claim he was the inventor of that process. If he 
had only followed in the footsteps of his predeces- 
sors we cannot accord him the honor of originality 
in that line. He must do something or invent 
something that they have not done or invented be- 
fore we can consider him an original character. 
In view of the proof I adduced that the belief 
that gods had sons, begotten of goddesses and human 
virgins, long before Christianity was thought of, it 
is vot a little singular how you can still say, “I do 
not believe, and therefore cannot grant, nor can it 
possibly be proved from any premises, that Christian- 
ity was borrowed from preceding religions.” The 
old adage, “There are none so blind as those who 
will not see,” seems very applicable to your case. 
If I show you that the foundation doctrine of 
Christianity—an incarnation of deity begotten upon 


the person of an earthly female—pre-existed in other ` 


systems of religion, that its dogmas, rites, and cere- 
monies were not new, but had been held and taught 
by the advocates of older religions, and especially if 
you cannot show any dogma, rite or ceremony 
claimed by Christianity that was not believed in 
and enjoined by older religions, that is proof enough 
that Christianity is a borrowed system and that its 
claim for originality is wholly valueless If you 
will uphold that claim it devolves upon you to show 
what the system possesses that really is original. 
Your remark about coins, genuine and counter- 
feit, has just this much bearing on the case at issue: 
the later produetion, gotten up in semblance of 
something that was produced at an earlier period, 
must necessarily be the counterfeit. It is the hight 
of absurdity to claim that religious dogmas, gotten 
up three thousand years before our era, weré coun- 
terfeits of those of a system not yet two thousand 
years old, It would be very untruthful to claim 


reatest im- 


that the English system of government is a counter- | these, he says many date back two. centuries be- 


feit of our American system, or that our Senate and 
House of Representatives are original conceptions 


of which the English House of Lords and House of | 


Commons are copies. As our government is a copy 
or imitation of the best forms of government that 


-previously existed in the world, so Christianity was; 


a copy or imitation, in many respects, of pre- 
existing religions. It would be just as truthful to 
elaim that our American system of government is 
divine and was handed down from heaven as that 
Christianity is divine and was. devised above the 
clouds. It is equally untrue to say that any system 
of religion is all false, or that any is all true. There 
*is no system 80 bad that it has no points good and 
true, and no system so true that it has not some 
error, superstition, and falsehood; and all are of 
human production. If some are better than others, 
it is because the men who devised them were supe- 
rior in some respects and the attendant circum- 
stances were favorable to a good result. There is 


` no system of religion in the world that has not bor- 


rowed, more or less from older systems, for there 
lare none now in existence so old as those which 
existed before them. 

| While you admit that religious systems have bor- 
rowed from other systems, you seem at a loss 
whether Judaism borrowed from other nations or 
other nations from Judaism. This problem should 
not greatly trouble you, for it may he definitely 
settled that the Jews are far from being the oldest 
nation in the world. . Admitting that the mythical 
story of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is truthful, it 
does not prove that the Hebrews were the original 
nation. Chaldea, the country in which Abraham 
was born, was certainly older than Abraham, and 
was, as is well known, a thickly populated and 
comparatively civilized country before he came into 
existence. Persia was doubtless a still older coun- 
try, China is believed to be older still, while India, 
the home of the ancient Aryan race, is beiieved to 
be older than either. After Abraham moved into 
the land of Canaan, and came near starving out for 
the want of food, and went down into Egypt to get 
something to eat, he found it an old, pope cle and 
civilized country, with a well-organized government. 
The stately pyramids, the marvel of the world, had 
then long been built, and the people there had at 
that time attained a far higher degree of art, litera- 
ture, and civilization than the people of Palestine 
ever attained to or dreamed of. It is far more 
reasonable to conclude that the descendants of 
Abraham borrowed religious and political notions 
from the Chaldeans, Egyptians, Persians, and Hin- 
doos than that those nationalities borrowed from 
the small, recent, obscure, and upstart nation of the 
Jews. 
ancient Grecians and Romans borrowed their no» 
tions of religion, art, and literature from the people 
of the United States of America. It is admitted by 
the best authorities that Abraham of Chaldea and 
Zoroaster of Persia were contemporaneous, and that 
there was not much difference in the date of their 
time of existence, while others again hold that 
Zoroaster lived a thousand years before the time of 
Abraham. It is well known, however, that when 
Zoroaster lived Persia was comparatively an old 
country, powerful in military force, having a 
settled, well-organized government, with fixed 
notions of religion, law, literature, etc. The same 
remark will justly apply to Chaldea, Hindotan, 
China, and Egypt. 

While you “ must admit that a great many of the 
facts ” I “adduce cannot be gainsaid,” I cannot see 
the point in your saying in connection, “ I insist that 
they are just such a spectacle as a student of the 
Bible might expect to see on lifting his eyes from 
its pages to survey a lost, rebellious, and yet con- 
science-terrified world.” Idonot see what grounds 
you have for insisting upon anything of the kind. 
Your remarks smack strongly of cant. Your seeing 

uch grounds for insisting in that way after older 

existing facts were shown you, causes me to think 
you may possibly be a distant relative of the old 
lady who was always ready to insist that she had 
foreseen and foretold everything that had tran- 
spired. One morning her husband announced to 
her the startling information that the cow had eaten 
up the grindstone, but her answer was ready, as 
usual, *I told you so.” So with you. When I 
show you how many gods begot sons in olden times, 
you insist that it is just what you expected—the 
spectacle is exactly what you were looking for. 

We may not be able to settle which was the older, 
Buddha or the Jews, a8 a nation, but the probabili- 
ties are in favor of Buddha. The early history of 
the Jews is extremely mythical, and the stories of 
the Bible and of Josephus are very slightly sus- 
tained by contemporaneous history, while the early 
existence of the Buddhists is a fixed fact. The rock- 
cut temples of the Buddhists are very ancient. 
James Freeman Clarke, in his “Ten Great Relig- 
ions,” introduces the testimony of Fergusson (p. 
10, Cunningham, Bhilsa Topes of India), who made 
a special and personal study of those monuments, 
and believed that more than nine hundred still re- 


As truthfully might we claim that the 


1 


fore our era. In India proper there are nearly a 
thousand more, some of them having an antiquity 
of five hundred years before our era. The Jews 
have no such proofs of antiquity as these. In faot, 
in all the small country they once inhabited, there 
is not a monument, temple, stone, ruins of archi- 
tecture, or indication of any kind to give proof that 
such a people as the Jews ever occupied that coun- 
try. Remains of Phenician, Egyptian, Grecian, 
and Roman architecture are found there, but noth- 
Ing Jewish. Josephus is hardly reliable autherity 
as to whether Moses wrote the Pentateuch. He 


‘lived and wrote since the beginning of the Christian 


era, and he knew no more when and by whom the 
Pentateuch was written than we do now, and prob- 
ably not as much. What he wrote of the early his- 
tory of the Jews was from unreliable legends, and ` 
there are those who believe he drew largely upon 
his own imagination. The best Bible scholars, as 
Kuenen, Ewald, De Wette, Davidson, Greg, Chad- 
wick, and others, find conclusive proofs that neither 
of the first five books of the Bible were written till 
five or six centuries before the Christian era, and 
consequently could not have been written by Moses, 
who is believed to have lived fifteen hundred years 
B.c. But more on this subject when the authen- 
tieity and divinity of the Bible are more directly 
before us. Allow me to say, however, that the con- 
solation you derive from the mythical, allegorical 
story of the creation, the-temptation, the fall, and 
the exploits of the big snake rests upon a very un- 
certain foundation indeed. It is highly probable 
that the Jews learned all their ideas of cosmogony 
from the Chaldeans while held by them as captives, 
and that that wonderful story about the Garden of 
Eden, where four rivers had their sources; where 
knowledge grew on trees in the form of fruit; where 
the fruit of another tree imparted eternal life; 
where snakes stood upright and spoke human 
language, was not written before that captivity. 
Allow me to say, also, that the serpent, as a symbol 
of cunning and wisdom, had a place in nearly all 
the ancient religions of the world, and this part of 
the Jewish allegory was doubtless borrowed from 
those older systems. To pretend that the pagan 
myths in any way grew out of the Eden story is 
highly absurd. It is like calling the son the parent 
of the father. 

When you say “none of the religions or facts or 
myths? I adduced “ can be traced with a shadow of 
proof to a time prior to this book of Genesis," you 
err greatly. The religions, literature, history, and 
art of Egypt, Chaldea, India, Persia, and China can 
with certainty be traced far back into antiquity, not 
less than three thousand years before our era, 
while the book of Genesis is only claimed to have 
been written fifteen hundred years before our era, 
and really was not written till nearly one thousand 
years after that time. If you hav given your assent 
and belief that Genesis is the @dest human history 
and human record, you are indeed laboring under a 
very great error. But more of this in its proper 
place as we progress with our discussion. 

Let me say that the reasons which you assign' 
why the story of Jesus should be believed to be true 
and divine—because the belief in him spread so 
rapidly and was so implicitly held—are not specially 
cogent nor convincing when compared with the rise 
and spread of other religions. Believers in Jesus 
were no more steadfast or positive than were the 
believers in Brahma, Ormuzd, Vishnu, Zoroaster, 
Osiris, Isis, Christna, Buddha, Confucius, Ishtar, 
Jupiter, Apollo, Mars, Mohammed, the Bab in Per- 
sia, or even Joseph Smith in our own country and 
time. Several of the religions connected with these 
real and imaginary characters rose quite as marvel- 
ously, spread as rapidly, and boasted as large or a 
larger number of adherents than can Christianity. 
There hav been far more believers in Brahma than 
both Jews and Christian. The believers in Zoroaster, 
Buddha, Confucius, Osiris, Baal, Astarte, Jove, Juno, 
Odin, and Thor have been far more than double the 
entire number of the believers in Jesus, and they 
have fully as strong proofs of divine wisdom, light, 
power, and protection as Christians can truthfully 
claim. Of course those who believed in Jesus, the 
same as with Christna, Buddha, and others, whether 
in the first, second, third, or subsequent centuries, 
assented to the claim that such a person had lived, | 
but they knew nothing whatever as to the truth of 
the claim. They simply believed what interested 
people told them, as ignorant and credulous people 
hav done in all ages of the world. As you hint at 
contemporaneous historians corroborating the story 
of Jesus, and of governmental archives which 
solemnly preseve his alleged crucifixion, may I ask 
you to be more definite and quote your authorities. 
I am not aware of any historians contemporary with 
Jesus who corroborate his story, or of any govern- 
mental archives that have any record of his life or 
crucifixiou. There was a passage interpolated into 
Josephus, believed to have been done by Eusebius, 
the father of Christian ecclesiastical  history—so- 
called—in the fourth century, but the ablest and 
best writers who have given an opinion upon the 


main, mostly within the Bombay presidency.  Of|subjeot pronounce the passage a forgery, If any- 
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&tchives can be produced relative to the crucifixion 
of Jesus I am certain they are also spurious forger- 
ies. The only archives or allusions to the crucifixion 
of demigods fefer to mythical characters like Pro- 
metheus, Christna, Iao, and others, who were be- 
lieved in long before the name of Jegus was heard 
of in the world. 

You affect not to know what I mean when Iallude 
to the celebrated interview between the Holy Ghost 
and the Virgin Mary, but I can hardly think you 
sincere, especially as you almost immediately after 
quote the passage which says, “The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee; therefore also that holy 
thing whieh shall be. born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God.” Now in the name of all that is reason- 
able and that pertains to couition sense, does not all 
that necessitate an interview? And has it tiot be« 
come celebrated? In all candor and soberness Í 
éannot sée why you should object to the implication 


"that the Holy Ghost, Jahveh, The Highest, or what- 
ever the name of the father of Jesus may be supposed 


to be, cohabited with His mother, If the idea and 


‘language does not imply that very same, then lan- 


guage has lost its meaning. The only two imperfect 
hints which the New Testament gives of the in- 
teresting operation are found in Matthew and Luke. 
The firstis said to be 4 dream which Joseph had 
aftet the evetit had oscurted, in which an angel is 
said to have said to him, While dreaming, ** Fear 
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife; for that which 
is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.” That 
from Luke, as quoted from you as above, was a 
vision on the part of Mary in which Gabriel told 
her about the interview to take place, though it is 
vety sure that Luke was not there to report what 
was said. These are indeed two very slim passages 
on which to base such an improbable and impossible 
assumption as the begetting of a real living divine 
being. But if we have to accept the story, and be- 
lieve that Jahveh or the Holy Ghost was the father 
of Jesus, we are left to conclude that the result was 
produced precisely as all similar results have been 
produced in trillions of instances before and sitice: 
No other process has ever been known, and prob. 
ably none other is possible, by which a new 
being can be begotten; then what is the use of 
being squeamish about the matter, or in being 
shocked at the inevitable conclusion which must be 
arrived at? If the words “the Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee” has any meaning it is precisely 
the one and only process by which generation 
takes place, If ycu ask us to believe the story at 
all, you must not deny us the privilege of believing 
the event to have occurred in the only natural and 


possible ranner. If you say it did not so occur, will}. 


you please tell us just how it did take place? Your 
fling at the * Age of Reason” may not be very good 
argument, but it certainly is eminently very Christian, 
It has for years been among the most reliable of 
Christian weapons to throw slurs and odious epithets 
at the “ Age of Reason” and its author. It is the 
only way in which they have been able to answer 
them. lam glad I have been able to read the ** Age 
of Reason" without prejudice or bigotry. And 
let mesay here, for the life of me, I cannot see any- 
thing more pure, sacred, or solemn in Jahveh beget- 
ting an offspring than in Vishnu, Osiris, Jove, Odin, 
and many others of the old gods, doing precisely 
the same thing. Will you please describe the dif- 
ference ? . 

I am well aware I was under no necessity of 
naming all the myths of gods who have begotten 
sons, but I threw in several for good measure, wish- 
ing you to have no grounds for complaint. You 
can discard a score or more of them if you are not 
pleased with them, and then a plènty will remain to 
establish the proof of our first thesis so far as gods 
begetting sons are concerned. 

You seem to spurn the idea that Jesus was a 
demigod—half divine, half human; but how can 
you escape it, unless yon insist that he was all hu- 
man? You cannnot deny that his mother was 
human and that during the nine months of gestation 
and a few months afterward he drew his life and 
support.from her. How then can you deny that all 
heobtained from his mother was human. Besides, 
did he not himself take the title of the “son of 
man?"  Hashe not been called the same for cen- 
turies? Have not theologians always said of him 
that he partook both of the divine and human nature. 
It seems to me you are more nice than logical in de- 
nying that he was a demigod, part divine and part 
human. Had he no human part? Was he ex- 
clusively divine and all from heaven ? 

You do not seem to like the religion of Buddhism. 
It is perhaps not my place to defend it; I regard it 
as one of the erroneous and superstitious systems of 
religion which men have devised and supported ; 
but I cannot see that Christianity can justly asperse 
it. If Buddhists do believe that misery is an ac- 
companiment of existence, they cannot be far 
wrong. I never knew of any existence but what 
had a good deal of misery blended withit. Did 
you? If they do hold that all men and animals 


brought into existence are the result of passion or 


desire, they are undoubtedly quite correct, and 
Christianity teaches nothing truer. I never knew 

of a man or animal that came into existence by any; 
other means or incentive. Did you? If they do 

believe in an ultimate state of eternal rest and quiet, 
T insist that it is infinitely better and more happify- 
ing than the belief in endless and continuous torture 
in the flames of hell for the main bulk of the human 
race, which Christianity teaches. If the doctrines 
of Buddhism are repulsive to you I insist that those 
of Christianity are immensely more so. - 

In justice to this system of religion which you 
disapprove let me quote of its qualities from the 
Rev. James Freeman Clarke: * Buddhism has abol- 
ished human sacrifices, and indeed all bloody 
offerings, and its innocent altars are only crowned 
with flowers and leaves. It also inculcates a positive 
humanity, consisting of good actions. Allits priests 
are supported by daily alms. It is the duty of the 
Buddhist to be hospitable to strangere, to establish 
hospitals for the siek and poor, and even for sick 
animals, to plant shade trees, and erect houses for 
travelers. Mr. Malcom, the Baptist missionary, 
says he was resting one day in a zayat in a small 
village in Burmah, and was scarcely seated when a 
woman brought a nice mat for him to lie on. An- 
other brought cool water, and a man went and picked 
for him half a dozen good oranges. None sought 
or expected, he says, the least reward, but dis- 
appeared and left him to his repose. He adds: 
* None can ascend the river without being struck 
with the hardihood, skill, energy, and good humor 
of the Burmese boatmen. In point of temper and 
morality they are infinitely superior to the boatmen, 
on our Western waters. In my various trips, I have 
seen no quarrel, nor heard a hard word." 

Mr. Malcom goes on thus: “Many of these people 
have never seen à white man before, but I ami; 
constantly struck with their politeness. They de- 


sist from anything on the slightest intimation ;|. 


never crowd around to be troublesome, and if on my 
showing them my watch or pencil-case or anything 
which particularly attracts them, there are more 
than can get a sight, the outer ones stand aloof and 
Wait till their turn comes. I saw no intem- ' 
perance in Burmah, though an intoxicating liquor is 
made easily of the juice of a palm. . . . Aman 
may iravel from one end of the kingdom to the 
other without money, feeding and lodging as well 
as the people. I hay? seen thousands together for 
hours on publie: occasions re, 91€128 1n all ardor, and 
no act of violence or case of intox.[@tlon.  . 


and in honor of the sons of gods for thousands of 
years. 

6. The titles of the heathen saviors. were much 
like those claimed for the Judean Savior. . “The 
Most High,” “the Lord of Life,” “Holy Living 
God,” “Son of God,” “ Mediator,” “Savior,” “ Re- 
deemer,” “ Redeemer of the World,” “The Lamb 
of God,” “the Ram of God,” “the Holy Lamb,” 
“the True Light,” “the Sun of Righteousness,” 
“True Light of the World,” “Light of Men,” 
* Guide to the Erring,* “Advocate with the 
Father,” are some among the great number of titles 
given to the pagan saviors. NE 

7. The legend of the Savior being saved from de- 
struction when all the other infants were killed—as 
in the time of Herod—was handed down from cen- 
turies before that date. : 

8. The retirement and forty days’ fasting of the 
Savior is an ancient heathen legend. 

9. The performance of miracles was attributed to 
nearly all the saviors, and greatly dwelt upon. 
Several raised the dead. 

10, The older saviors had disciples, whom they led 
about over the country, whom they taught, and 
"whose feet they washed. : 

11. They taught multitudes in the villages, on the 
highway, in the fields, and in the wilderness. 

12. At the crucifixion of some of them, the sun 
was said to have been darkened and earthquakes to 
have taken place. í 

13. Several of the demigods were said to have 
descended into hell after their crucifixion. 

14. The claim that they arose from the dead, 
from the grave, and from the sepulchre was accorded 
to a number of them. 


claimed for 2 part, at least, of the oriental saviors. 

16. The doctrine of the Trinity is a thousand 

years older ‘than Christianity. 

17. ‘The Holy Ghost idea came from India. 

18. The belief in a devil originated in heathen 
lands. 

19. The cross, as a religious symbol, was used 
hundreds of years before Christ, in India, Thibet, 
Egypt and other countries. 

20. Immortality of the goul was first taught by 
pagans. 

21, The personalized idea or the “word,” or 
“logos,” the creator, as used by St. John, was of 
oriental and Grecian origin. 

. 22, Baptism by water was early practiced in 


. | India and Persia. 


During my whole residence in the count y T never 
saw an indecent act or immodest gesture in man 9T 
woman. 
women bathing, and no immodest or careless act. 
Children are treated with great kindness, not 
only by the mother but the father, who, whén unem- 
ployed, takes the young child in his arms and seems 
pleased to attend to it, while the mother cleans the 
rice or sits unemployed by his side. I have as often 
seen fathers caressing female infants as male. A 
widow with male and female children is more likely 
to be sought in marriage than if she has none. . .. 
Children are almost as reverent to parents as among 
the Chinese. The aged are treated with great care 
and tenderness, and occupy the best places in all 
assemblies? (Ten Great Religions). 

Now, my friend, though you may think it a dark, 
cold, and cheerless creed, please tell me where in all 
Christendom is found any better proofs of a good, 
happifying, sensible religion ? 

You reject the idea that the Christian devil was 
borrowed from the Ahriman of Persia and the 
Typhon of Egypt; but how can you escape it? The 
two latter were certainly believed in centuries be- 
fore a Christian or Jewish devil was ever dreamed 
of. There is no other. reasonable conclusion than 
that the younger system borrowed this devilish idea 
from the older. But more of this some other time. 

Itaken up 80 much room in replying to you that 
I must now only name the dogmas, rites, ceremonies, 
and sacraments which Christianity adopted from 
older systems of religion, leaving the proof of such 
as you demand for another occasion; or ask you to 
point out such as are devoid of proof.. I will say 
that the larger share of those statements are made 
upon the authority of Higgins’ ** Anacalypsis,” 
Jones’ “ Asiatic Researches,’ Mrs. Lydia Maria 
Child?s * Progress of Religious Ideas,” and other 
standard works on oriental religions. In giving the 
points of belief of the ancients, I will adopt the 
language used on another occasion, though I repeat, | 
in some instances what 1 have already said. 

1. The birth of many of the saviors of the 
ancients were claimed to hav been pointed out by 
the stars. 

2. Several of them were said to have been born 
in a stable and in a manger. 

3. The births of a number of them were announced 
by angels to shepherds. 

4, Wise men or magi were claimed to have visited 


I have seen hundreds of men and! 


23. The Holy Ghost descending in the form of a 
dove is an ancient Eastern legend. 

24. The sacrament of the Eucharist came from 
the pagar’. , ; : . 

a Ra ining with oil was practiced from time 
immemorial. E . 

26. The worship ot demigods—as we have seen— 
was of heathen origin. 

27. Belief in saints and the reverence of them 
date back many centuries before Christianity. — 

28, The doctrine of future rewzrds and punish- 
ments was first taught by pagans. : 
= 29. The belief in a great and final day of judgment 


"originated in heathen countries. 


30. The belief in the resurrection of the dead is 
much older than Christianity. 
31. The belief in angels and spirits was held by 


(many pagan nations thousands of years ago. 


32. Fasting and prayer was of Eastern origin. 

33. The power to forgive sin was taught by 
heathens. 

34. A belief in bibles being the word of God ex- 
isted in many pagan countries, and they have sev- 
eral bibles older than the Jewish book. 

35. The “second birth " was first taught in hea- 
thendom. 


pagan origin. 

37. Monasteries and monks existed hundreds of 
years in central Asia before the era of Christianity, 

38. The order of the priesthood long existed in all 
pagan countries. 

39. Repentanee and humility were enjoined by 
the ancients. 

40. The efficacy of prayer directed to the god 
was early taught in al] heathen lands. 

In view of the fact that the religions much older 
than Christianity— whose adherents. were simply 
human beings—held to the existence of a god or 
‘gods, that they frequently begat offspring, some- 
times with heavenly females and sometimes with 
earthly virgins, if Christianity is a divine system 
devised in heaven and by the God who rules there, 
three convictions impress themselves strongly upon 
the mind: : 

The first is that God must lack exceedingly in 
originality and inveution to be obliged to make use 
of the same old and crude notions which ignorant 
pagans had gotten up hundreds of years earlier. 

The second conviction is that his most fa- 


them in their early infancy, and to bave worshiped 
and made them presents. 


5. The 25th of December was the birthday desig-| up and array themselves in the cast-off garments of 


nated for severalof them, and has been a special 
day for feasts and ceremonies in commemoration 


vored children were equally sterile in invention 
ang ingenuity that they were compelled to gatber 


the despised heathen. 
| y {Concluded on. page 472, ) 


15. The miraculous ascension into heaven was 


36. Confession and absolution of sin were of . 


*| 
: 
i 


he Truth Seeker, July 25, 1880. 
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[From the Winsted Press. 


A Rational View of Jesus. 


. Editor Winsted Press: Pardon me for again troubling you 

. and your readers with my penumbra! cogitations, but as the 
Press is a religious paper I suppose a little Sunday reading 
will not be objectionable. My views of Jesus, his teaching 
and mission, as given herein, may not be exactly orthodox, 
but I can’t help that. Iam not an orthodox man, according 
to Ingersoll’s definition of the word. He says: ‘‘ Whoever 
has quit growing, he is orthodox, whether in art, politics, 
religion, or philosophy. Whoever thinks he has found it 

. all out, he-is orthodox,” I never expect to find it all out, so 
I never expect to be orthodox. It seems to me, by the way, 
that it is extremely doubtful if in any direction man has 
arrived, or ever will arrive, at absolute truth. We see that 
what one generation considers worth fighting and dying for 
as positivly the truth, is rejected and laughed at as obvious 
error by the next, but if we look closer we shall find that 
the error of yesterday was necessary to lead up to the sup- 
posed truth of to-day, and that the truth of to-day may be 
but another error necessary to the foundation of the truth of 
to-morrow, and 80 on, Probably each new version of truth 
is a little freer from error than its predecessor, but I don’t 
auppose man will ever progress to the knowledge of that 
Vruth entirely unmixed with error which we may call abso- 
lute truth. Only the parsons know all about God, and only 
the orthodox hav got hold of unchangeable truth—in their 
own minds. It is well for us to continue to search and 
investigate, as far as in us lies, in order that we may improve 
and enlighten the pathway of those who come after us, even 
though in so doing we hug to our bosoms as truth much that 
these aftercomers will reject as false and ridiculous, But I 
wander from my subject. |: 

I hav no desire to underrate or misjudge the character or 
mental capacity of the famous Nszarene—I cau hav no object 
inso doing. I only wish to take a common-sense view of 
his sayings and doings, and judge of him as I would of any 
other man. Now in doing this let us bear in mind that all 
the record given of him is from men of whom we know 
nothing—men who were not eye-witnesses, and who were 
strongly prejudiced in his favor, aad this record was not 
written until & hundred or two hundred years after the 
occurrences therein related are said to hav taken place. 
We are doing the record ample justice if we take it as it 
stands, : 

Jesus, judged by this record, was not a great man intel- 

lectually, and his morals were not of the practical kind. 
He led a sort of vagabond life, and enjoined it upon his fol- 
lowers to do the same. ‘‘ Take no thought for the morrow, 
what ye shall eat"—a pretty precept for one to inculcate 
who tramped about the country and sponged his living, and 
who with his disciples plucked ears of corn and ate as they 
went through the fields. Who planted that corn? Not 
they, ut somebody who disregarded this precious precept 
and took thought for the morrow. 
_ More of the same kind of practical wisdom may. be found 
in Matthew sixth chapter, from 25th verse to the end of the 
chapter, and Luke xii. ` God clothes the lilies and feeds the 
Sparrows, and he'll do the same by you. Drop all business, 
turn tramp, and follow and worship me, If you hav lately 
married & wife don't stop to provide for her, or if youc 
father lies dead in the house don't stop to bury him—“ Let 
the dead bury the dead" (luminous passage !)—but come 
right along. lf you area filthy beggar you are sure to go 
right to Abraham’s bosom, but if you hav been frugal and 
industrious and can liv comfortably and a litile at your ease 
on your savings, your case is more than doubtful unless you 
giv it all to the poor, turn tramp, and follow me. And yet 
he who gave such counsel and example bewailed his sad 
fate that he, more destitute than foxes and birds, had no- 
where to lay his head. Well might it hav been said to him 
in reply: ‘ Foxes dig holes, and birds of the air build nests, 
but you neither dig nor build to provide for yourself a place 
to lay your head. You enjoin the same life of unproductiv- 
ness upon others. and you don’t deserve a place.” 

He spoke in parables, that the people might see aud not 
perceive, and hear and not understand, lest they should be 
converted and their sins should be forgiven them. How is 
that for goodness—how does it square with the Golden 
Rule? He said, '' Love your enemies,” but did he love his 
enemies ? No. He denounced them in the vilest terms, 
called them fools, blind guides, hypocrits, vipers, serpents, 
and the like, and just because they didn’t accept and sanc- 
tion all that he said of himself. He manifested the same 
spirit of intolerance, as far as he had a chince, that has 
characterized his followers from that time to this, ''And 
those mine enemies that would not I should reiga over them, 
bring hither and slay them befor» me " Rather a '' striking ” 
way of loving one’s enemies, He made a scourge of smali 
cords and wen: iato the temple evidently in a towering rage, 
and drove out thoss who were doing a legitimate business, 
and had as good a right there as himself. He even dealt 
out eternal damnation for mere unbelief in his divinity. 

Is this the meck and lowly Jesus we hear so much about ? 

: Yes, the same that cursed the fig tree for not bearing figs 
out of season, And what & kind and forgiving spirit he 
manifested in his parable of the min without a wedding 
garment—one who had probably takea ‘no thought for the 
morrow.” ''Bind him hand and foot and cast him into 
outer darkness, there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” Also the same gentle spirit appears in the parable 
of the rich man and L zarus, sending the rich man to hell 
, merely because he was rich and had good things. No other 
reason is given, and beggara hung around his door, au evi- 
dence that.he was benevolent. Would one with a heart 
o’erflowing with the milk of human kindness hav chosen 
such horrible illustrations ? : e 


recommend slothfulness and vagabondism. Itis not-up to 
the morals of the ancients whom Christians call heathens. 
Throughout, the actuatiag or propelling motiv to goodness 
is some reward or escape from some penalty, never good- 
ness for goodness’ sake, This wholly selfish motiv is the 
only one held up by Jesus in all his teachings. 

He said, *' Blessed are the merciful.” Compare that with 
Matthew vii, 22, 28, in this same much lauded Sermon on 
the Mount—not much mercy manifested there. He said, 
‘Blessed are the peace-makers.” : Was he a peace-maker ? 
He said he wasn't, He came not to send peace on the 
earth, but a sword; to set a man at variance against his 
father, and the daughter against her mother, and the 


daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. A man's foes, 


shall be those of his own household. Lovely and beautitul 
was the mission of this Jesus according to his own showing. 

The lack of respect in Jesus’ treatment of his mother 
should excite a feeling of repugnance in every one who has 
ever loved & mother. After losing him in Jerusalem she 
told him, when she found him, that she had sought him 
sorrowing. He manifested no regret- at having been the 
cause of her sorrow, no thanks for her solicitude, but 
answered her testily, '* How is it that ye sought me ?” He 
never called her mother or acknowledged herassuch. Once 
he called her **woman." It was when she told him at the 
wedding that the wine was out, and he answered, *' Woman 
what hav I to do with thee !" Let us be charitable, how- 
ever, and presume that he had been drinking. When he 
was told that she was without and wished to speak with him 
he paid no attention to her, nor did he go near her, but only 
said, with heartless sang froid, ‘‘ Who is my mother ?' On 
his way to execution he met her and called her ^' Woman,” 
as usual, giving her no recognition as mother. 

Much stress has been leid upon the promis made to 
Abraham that through him and his seed the Messiah should 
come, and to make it doubly plain that the promis was ful- 
filled, and that he came through the lineage of David, two 
genealogies of Jesus are given, one in Matthew and one in 
Luke, each differing essentially from the other. You pày 
your money, and you take your choice. Now if Jesus was 
begotten of the Holy Ghost he heli no earthly relationship 
to Abraham or David. Evidently the “plan” has a ‘‘ hitch” 
in it here. 
of Jesus, There was no especial sacrifice on his part, if he 
believed what he claimed for himself. 
world he was only going back to heaven where he came 
from and where he had been from all eternity, for he said, 


*Bafore Abraham was, I am.” As for the mere physical : 


pain of crucifixion it was not to be compared to what mar- 
tyrs hav suffered for humanity on green wood piles, roast- 
ing pans, ia dungeons, etc., without being sure of reaching 
heaven after all, and without the supernatural strength 
inherent ina god. Humanity has suffered more for Jesus 
tham Jesus ever suffered for humanity, 

What would we think now ofa man who should make it 


his sole business, as this Christ did, to roam over the cour- ; 


try to-day followed by a few illiterate fellows “without 
visible means of support,” and claiming to be God; the 
whole burden of his conversation being of himself, his great 
power and consequence, and with “I” and “me” con- 
stantly on his t?ngue ; pronouncing dire anathemas on «li 
who did not, believe all he claimed for himself—in short, if a 
man exactly like Jerus were to come among us Dow, what 
would be thought of him? Why, we would ali think him 
a monomaniac if not actually crezy ! Probably Jesus was 
honest in his intentions, but hallucinated, claiming in rather 
ambiguous terms to be God, when he was but man—a re- 
markable man it may be in some respecta, if nota myth, 
though most of the Christian denominations believe that he 
claimed to be and was the very God. 

As I said at the outset, I hav no desire to underrate or 
misjudge him, or claim that he had no good qualities in his 
character, I only wish to show that even according to that 
strongly biased record he was not such a model of perfec- 
tion as he was and is thought to be'by his adherents. He 
would now be called, if among us, by the Spiritualists, a 
healing medium, and according to the record he had some 
rare gifts, And I find it written that in a certain place Jesus 
could not do many mighty works, because of their unbelief— 
8 common excuse With the modern medium of Spiritualism. 
Now if his so-called miracles were performed as he claimed, 
by the direct agency and power of God outside of natural 
law, could belief or unbelief in any way effect their per- 
formance ? Can unbelief thwart the purposes of deity ? 

Jesus died as other men die, because he could't help it ; 
but Christians take a different view of his death, claiming 
that it justly inaugurated a remarkable epcch in the world’s 
history. Now the world is considerably larger than some 
people imagin. Jesus inaugurated a new religious epoch 
in,one corner of it, as Mohammed did in another, Confucius 
in another, Baddha in another. The emperor Constantine, 
ruler of all Europe, actuated by the basest motivs, spread 
Christianity with fire and sword among races that hav since 
progressed, not because of Christianity, but rather in spite 
of it, for Christianity neither encouraged thought, stimu- 
lated invention—unless of iostruments of torture for those 
who tried to think—aided science, nor tolerated liberty £o 
long as his followers had the power of repression and sup- 
pression in their hands, Christianity to-day is not the 
power it once was, It has been humbled by exposure anè 
the growth of Infidel thought, and is now some «hat tolera: t 
of scientific progress, not from choice but from dire ncce:- 
Bity. 

Christ demonstrated immortality—did he ? Not if he was 
God, even though he rose from the dead, for the immortal- 
ity of the gods had never been questioned and needed no 
demonstration, and the immortality of man is not proved by 
the rising of a dead God. If he was a man his resurrection 


“Some parts of the much admired Sermon on the Mount are i only proves the physical resurrection of the bodies of the 


very good; others are pernicious, especially those that, 


! 


dead—which seems to me too silly an hypothesis to meri: 


Much stress is placed upon the great sacrifice ' 


In dying for the! 


discussion—with all their old bodily ‘imperfections, nail 
prints in their hands, if they had them before death, and 
spear thrusts in their sides ; with wooden legs and hump 
backs and bald. heads, if with such they died. Ah, no, 
Christ did not demonstrate immortality for anybody but 
himself ! He was a somewhat remarkable man, if not a 
myth, but he owes his fame to Constantine and the Roman 
armies more than to any special merit he himself possessed, 
If he inaugurated a new epoch it was as other men hav 
inaugurated new epochs — as Watts inaugurated the 
epoch of steam, as Franklin inaugurated the epoch of 
electricity, and as we are all helping to inaugurate a new 
epoch when we help men to be wiser and freer and happier. 


Jesus’ prayef, called the Lord's Prayer, has been’ con- 
sidered throughout all Christendom as a most marvelous 
. production. It has. been “legal tender," so to speak, 
: among all denominations in their public and private devo- 

tions, Allow me to giv it a brief examination, and I would 

say in passing that I do not wish to treat irreverently, or 
: trifle with, the things which to other men are sacred; I only 
' wish to view them as they are. ''Our father who at in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name.” This is likely to bring to 
mind what Shakspere says about giving ‘‘ to airy nothing à 
local habitation and a name.” It implies that God dwells 
apart from the universe in a locality called heaven, It isa 
, Very contracted view of deity, '' Thy kingdom come, thy 
i will be done on earth as it is in heaven." Always a ''king- 
dom" where somebody's arbitrary will is to be done. 

Never a glorious democracy of liberty and love, where each 

is a law unto himself, and justice, perfect justice, covers all. 

Christ had no conception of individual freedom—the king- 
| dom was hia ideal government. ‘‘ Giv us this day our daily 

bread." Giv it to us. Don’t make us earn it. This from 
' a man who never raised so much as a grain of corn in all hia 

life ig consistent, but it contains too much of tho spirit of 
indolence and beggary to be divine. God does not giv 

holes to foxes, nor nests to birds, nor glorious raiment to lil- 

ies. They all work for what they hav, and so must man. 

Nobody expects to get bread by merely praying for it ; that 

is, nobody except the priests and parsons to whom praying 

is a trade ; and I hope they will yet be put to some useful 
,employment. *'And forgiv us our trespasses, as we forgiv 
those who trespass sgainst us." This implies that we can 
trespass against infinit Ged—we, poor little specks on the 
shores of infinitudel and,that God could possibly feel occa- 
sion for our asking his forgivness.  "Trespassing against 
nature's laws is never forgiven; the penalty is always ex- 
acted; but we can’t trespass against omnipotence. '' Lead 
us not into temptation.” This has always been a '' sticker” 
for the theologians, and I leave it with them, Perhaps 
they can make it right by ‘‘splilting the difference” be- 
tween this insinuation that God does lead men into tempta- 
tion and the passsge which says ‘‘ neither tempteth he any 
mau." ‘' But deliver us from evil." Nobody in this world 
ever was delivered from evil. In time mankind may in a 
measure outgrow evil, not through prayer but by hard 
work. The rest of the prayer, like the kink in a pig s tail, 
is more for ornament than use, Now, I ask the candid, 
thoughtful reader, where is the wonderful merit ia this 
prayer of Jesus ? f ` 

For over sixty years I hav heard the changes rung on 
Jesus’ mission, his wisdom, his goodness, and his sacrifices 
for man, and during most of that time I did not stop to crit- 
ically refi:ct whether all this high-sounding, honest-seeming 
cant about Jesus and his work meant anything or not. I 
took it for granted, like a great many others, that it did. 
When in my leisure now I reflect upon it with no feeling 
of passion and apart from the noise and confusion of busi- 
ness, the bustle of life, and the psycologic iv fluence of pious 
associations, I cannot see that Jesus was endowed above all 
other men with either goodness or greatness; or that his 
mission was above that of all other men; or that he sacri- 
ficed or suffered more for the world than hav thousands of 
others who are by most men forgotten; or that he '* saved ' 
the world ; or that he demonstrated immortality. I can 
simply see that he may hav lived, and if he did liv that he 
was embued with the spirit of the reformers in alleges, and 
that he suffered as hav the reformer in all ages, and died as 
all men die, because he could not help it, and on the cross 
because he was ahead of his time and the cross was the 
savage instrument of death of the savage men of his savage 
day for such as were ahead of their time. That he was 
God, or especially the son of God, seems to me to be a 
thcory utterly preposterous ; that he was a8 a man the best 
specimen that the world hasever produced is notiproved by 
the record of his works, and to my mind is not at all prob- 
able. That he was a reformer and thought he had hold of 
absolute truth, but was mistaken as all reformers are when 
they think thus; that he performed his mission well and de- 
serves weil of posterity, is to me the proper and rationalistic 


view of Jesus. Harvey W., Pinney. 
Mill Brook, Conn. ` 


uro S EEES 
The 4th of July on the 4th of July 


Hes in Philadelphia been celebrated in a most worthy man 

ner. According toan eye-witness, Mr. Julius Reichhelm, a 
citizen’s committee, composed of Free Reiigionists, Social- 
jats, and National Liberale, weat on Sunday the 4th of 
July iu the 12-h hour, at noon, to “Independence Hall," 
and there, before Sabbathly-closed docra, they had by their 
Seerctiry, at the moment when the bell struck the 12th 
hour, signed the subjoined cable-telegram directed to the 
Commiitee having charge of the Brussels’ Congress, viz : 


“To Dr. Cæsar De Paepe, 81 Cuvens, Brussels, Belgium: 
Devoted to the spirit of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence—universal brotherhood on the ground of commoa 
humanity—do American citiz2ns send their fraternal greet- 
ing to the men of Freethought and genui». morality frora 
Jadependence Hall Philadelphia, on this 4:h of July, 1880, 


57i 
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-at 12 o'clock, m, An address to the Congress itself shall and its unconscious phenomenal characteristics, throughout nection with trinitarian and other rule of lesser gods—so 


follow. By order of the Citizens’ Committee, 
** A. METZLER, Sec.” 


An immediate transmission of the telegram met with 


. some difficulty, but was promptly executed the next day, 


the “official” 4th of July. 


Equal Eternity of Mind and Matter, and Their 
Characteristics, 


To THE EDITOR or Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Sir; The co. 
herent actions of matter, clearly evineing & purpose in 
evolutional progress, and so ‘of forethought and design, 
prove their intelligent origin. ‘As blind, purposeless, 
inherent actions of matter cannot effect co-operation, as such 
harmonious unity for perfect mechanical effects, we observe 
in material phenomena, requires. Therefore mental guid- 
ance is the only rational conception for such coherent 
actions of matter. In further elucidation of such phenom- 
ena,- then, universal matter is a positiv necessity of a 
co-related infinit mind, as its metaphorical body (or tele- 
graphic medium in assocíation), for without such co-relátion 
such mind could receive no impressions from anything, nor 
giv expressions to anything, therefore such infiait mind 
must be a subtil-material existence, as the most important 
functional part of uuiversal matter, coexistent and co- 
related, as a spirit, or non-material mind, could not act s8 a 
mechanical force upon matter, or receive any similar im- 
pression from the same; like our finite minds, which are 
necessarily material, also, to account for their co-relations 
with the same. 

Subtil-material minds are probably elastic to infinity, and 
therefore there is no varying arrangement of their supposed 
atoma necessary to varied thoughts (as some unpbilosophic 
atomists fancy), but their non-atomic infinit elasticity makes 
them peculiarly susceptible, as in the case of the finite 
mind as a separate entity from hrain (only temporarily con- 


“nected), to oscillate in accord, and go to feel and respond to 


all impressions from the delicate motions of objects (as 

light, sound, etc.), conveyed by the sense-nerves and brain 

to such subtilly elastic mind, for its feeling, cognition and 

80 of their import, Thus to wesve its judgment and reflex 

emotional tremors back to the responsiv brain and mus- 

cles, causing their necessary expansion and contraction, by 

which we perform all our desired work. All sensitiv life; 
being the effects of communicated motion, as the cause of | 
feeling and responsiv actions, from objects to subject, and, . 
emotionally, from subject to objects. 

Thus is all matter, as an eternal necessity of minds, being 
co-eval with, and so is proved to hav never been created. | 
Creation consisting in such associate subtil-material infinit 
mind, acting mechanically upon nPn-intelligent matter, in 
bequeathing its laws of action, give all.the varied forms and 
moods (or functions) to such universal matter, as the asso-; 
ciate metaphorical body to such controling mind. Aualo- | 
gously with our finite material minds actions, as without our 
co-existent material bodies, we could receive no impressions 
from anything, nor giv expressions to anything, and thus, | 
reflexly, our mind's expressions upon our bodies and other ! 
matter, also constitutes our creativ functional forces in giv- | 
ing forms and moods to our co-related material bodies and | 
much other matter, as our designed works, Thus are 
minds and matter eternally co-related and co-existent. 

All minds are, therefore, creativ in their disposition of 
matter (the infinit being universal and the finite limited, iu 
their actions), and so without such subtil-material mental į 
association and actions, all matter, dissociated from minds, 
would be formless and purposeless, as unintelligent matter 
can not of itself act coherently in assuming varied useful ' 
and esthetic forms, mechanisms, adaptations, and purpose- 
ful activity, without mental guidance. So we must ration- 
ally conclude that minds are a subtil material, and there- 
fore that some: matter is exclusivly intelligent, possessing 
all the functions of mind, and so controls al! other non-inte!li- 
gent matter. Material minds are then as indestructible and 
80 as immortal] as must be all matter. The existence of our 
finite minds cannot be the product of, nor evolved from, 
non-intelligent matter, being infinitly superior, therefore all 
minds must be an indispensable, inherent associate part of 
universal matter, and its most important functional energy, 
by which the whole is moved into coherent actions. Our 
organizations being sensitivly fitted to attract and develop 
mind-matter (as a sponge is for water, or our bodies to at- 
tract solar eloménts, or in breathing to absorb oxygen) into 
all their individual characteristics, thus we hav the clue to 
the association of mind with body. Mental heredity being 
simply organic influences. 

"With this basis of reasoning, we obtain the only con- 
sistent and comprehensiv view or insight into the character- 
istics of all minds, as subtil forces (infinit and finite) and 
their relations to and mode of operations upon all the grosser 
and unintelligent portions of matter, as co-related neces- 
sities of activ intelligences, for the coherent control and 
disposition of that something we call matter. 

This inside view of the intelligent and non-intelligent 
materiais of the universe, acting in co-relation, through the 
flat of such infinit will-force, as the highest function of 
matter, the eternal methods thus pursued, and the great 
worka always in progress in nature's laboratory, givs us the 
only adequate and comprehensiv explanation of the apar- | 
acteristics of all minds, as material forces or functions. 
Tbe infinit mind in its universal co-relation with all matter 
as its highest functional energy, acting thus mechanically 
upon all other unintelligent matter, by so infusing inte such 
matter all its laws of undeviating actions in universal 
causes and effects, Being simply the effects of subtil mind- 
matter, acting by will force, mechanically upon all grosser 
and non-intelligent matter, as the connected metaphorical 
body, which constitutes the intelligent origin, and, there- 
fore, only purposeful disposition of all unthinking matter, 


, unintelligent matter—subtil or imponderable forces always 


cosmos, just as finite minds act, limitedly, upon their bodies superstitiously afflicting our race—and to consider that such 
and some other matter. Infinite Inteiligence ia alone adequate as the ruler of all that 
All other theories of the sauses of the inexorably blind, existe, and so no aids are needed or possible to add to 
and yet coherent actions of matter, we observ, are wholly Almighty power. Man, as a free agent, knowing right from 
inadequate, and, to us, incomprehensible for their known Wrong, is left to work out his own. destiny, morally, inte 
effects, and so of their explanation, as a supposed spirit- Conscious happiness or the reverse. 
mind, being noa-material cannot act mechanically upon 
matter, having neither power of attraction, repulsion, con. ™atter may appear to others, as it does to me, to be the 
traction, or expansion, aud the theory of a personal God long-sought rational cause of all effects of matter, by which 
being limited in form and so in actisn can not be ubiquitous We can trace, in a natural mechanical way, the evident 
or universal in action. So those two theories being inoper- intelligent acts and direction of all material phenomena for 
atiy, are wholly inadequate, and thus. inadmissable as & Purpose; without any further resort to unphilosophical 
causes of existing phenomena. supernatural mysticisms; thus to bind all liberal and 
Therefore we are rationally driven to the conclusion, in- rational minds to the clear perception of one unity of rela- 
ferentially and analogously from finite mind-cbaraoteristics, tion between all necessary effects of matter and their intel- 
that all minds (infinit and finite) are a subtil material, and ligent primal canse, hitherto hidden and mystified by irra- 
that minds cannot, themselvs, be personal—4. e., having tional spiritual and ghostly religions. 1 
form—though individually each separate mind (as with the On this -basis we can trace every phenomena of matter, 
finite) is connected with a personal organization or body for through its requisit mechanical relations, to a governing 
its cognition of other matter and its own manifestations; intelligent primal will-force, without any discrepancy in 
while an infinit mind-power, as the most important part of scientific induction for an understandable adequate cause. 
universal matter and its highest functional energy, needs Happily, too, by this theory we can alone retain our cher- 
only such cc-related association with all matter as 4e meta- ished hold or clear perception of a presiding Intelligence, 
phorical body. for infinit, direct expressions upon and im- giving all laws for the direction of matter, through its co-re- 
pressions from all other unintelligent matter. Such univer-. lation with al] material phenomena (directing the same into 
sally co-related and intelligent portion of all matter is, Uedeviating laws of action); and with our minds, as 
self-evidently, its highest functional energy, and so, nedes- important functional subtil parts of the same, insure our 


sarily, controls the dispositions of all other unthinking and ¢VolUutional immortality and intelligent connection with 
such beneficent Great First Cause as the highest subtil 


using and controling more ponderable matter, like elec. function of universal matter. — Ms 
tricity In using ponderable telegraph wires as the vehiqe for:  Herewith all liberal and enlightened minds may take & 
its subtil forces, annihilating space in its rapid flights. new departure—suited to this investigating age—and join 

Thesd unbiased conclusions of years of devoted thought in One intelligent accord, and so more easily to overthrow 
to this special subject, led by trains of analogy aud neces- all existing superstitions and prevalent degrading religious 
sary inference, with a pretty genera} appreciation of such dogmas, than by any unsatisfying denial of an intelligent 
scientific studies of natural phenomena, in association with Creator and of our immortality, hecause old theisms and 
intelligent actions, as makes this theory (to me) of life and C08mOgonies are repugnant to common sense. Here, then, 
matter to be the only rational perception of the universe, as 16t us join our efforts for this true advancement of our race 
comprised of associate, intelligent, and unintelligent mate- 1h this life, with a rational reliance that our minds—as ma~ 


I earnestly. desire that the above theory of mind and . 


rials, the former thus mechanically conttoling the latter 
into all its forms of coherent phenomena by actual mechani- 
cal processes of subtil mind-matter acting upon grosser 
unthinking matter as the causa efficiens. 

As there is no known limit to the potency or functions of 
matter, so it is most rational to assume that some matter has 
the entire attributes of mind, which, as a subtil, material 
force, coherently controling all other matter, enables us to 


| comprehend all the co-related actions of miad upon other 


non-intelligent matter, and, conversely, of unintelligent ma- 
terial actions upgn subtil minds through reciprocal, vibra- 
tofy, accordant motions—motion being the prima] cause of 
all feeling and actions of mind, 

No spiritual theory of minds or other theistic hypothesis 
can compare with this presentment of a subtil material 
mind-force as the only understandable Intelligent, Prima), 
First Cause of all phenomena, being the only mechanical 
presentment, or causa efficiens, for all the coherent acts of 
matter, and so comporta with all the requirements of science, 
being the adequate, potential cause of all the seemingly in- 
telligent actions of matter so evidently the effects of intel- 
ligent design for a purpose in all stages of progression of 
matter throughout Cosmos. Such evident useful and 
esthetic results of the actions of the laws of matter. must 
convince al candid educated minds of their intelligent 
origin and direction, and with the necessary sdmiasion that 
no Other theory than that of the subtil materiality of mind, 
as the highest function and intelligent part of matter, is ade- 
quate for the mechanical governance of all matter into in- 
telligent ways, which it could not otherwise assume. 

Here we hav portrayed a wondrous universal intelligence, 
as '' The Great First Cause," and understandable mode of 
actions of a material mind upon other matter, as tie me- 


: chanical causa efficiens (like our minds act upon other mat- 


ter) in the creations of this world and cosmos. This is a far 
more consistent and a far higher conception of an infinit 
mind-power than-are the confused irrelevant thoughts and 
belittling presentations of a God contained in any ancient 
or modern theisms or Bibles. 

Thus, too, we hav here presented to our minds the 
rational necessity for the admission of such infinit intelli- 
gence as the controling power in the universe, and 80 a8 
most worthy of our adoration and worship, as the needed 


‘substitute—suited to this age—for all the old, confused, 


ignorant, ignoble, and superstitious coneeptions and unin- 
tellectual forms of worship of a very child-like and inade- 
quately portrayed God, now the too generally and thought- 
lessly accepted dicta of superstitious and bigoted creeds ; 
while morally our highest duty is to promote the welfare 
of our race and humanity in our treatment of other sentient 
beings. As free agents, we direct the ways of our con- 
sciences, while the laws of matter conserve and transport 
our minds or souls into new scopes of immortal existence. 
These pages should serve to convince the candid and 
most skeptical Atheist that through such trains of analogy 
and necessary inductions we are now scientifically conscious 
that there is an intelligence infinitly above man’s, whose 
unbounded function is the most important part of and so is 
the controling factor and force in matter and cosmos, giv- 
ing all the laws to matter engaged in thus directly creating 
all phenomena ; such intelligence being the Great Firat 
Cause, thus indirectly, of sll the varied forms aad disposi- 
tions of matter and of all lesser minds. and so is the most 
infinit; and adorable existence for our humble worship, and 
80 to be intellectually freed from all the benighted and in- 
adequate presentments of such Great Intelligence, and their 
varied and antagonistic creeds, forms, and dogmas of 
former days of ignorance ; thus intellectually and without 
parade of foolish ritualisms, forms, and ceremonies to 
effectually dissociate such Great Intelligence from all con- 


terial forces and entities—are destined to natural evolutional 
progress for all time, as hereia portrayed, that shall cheer 
the ways of this life, even in its darkest moods. 

Such rational substitute—traced through analogy and in- 
ductive necessary inference—for all old effete theisms and 
inadequate modes of creation, and that unsatisfying and 
inadequate opposit extreme of attributing all effects in the 
universe to the blind and unfeeling inherent acts of matter, 
without any assignable philosophic cause, is here presented 
tor the acceptauce of mankind as best suited to modern 
thought and investigation of the laws of matter. The men- 
tal vision must now clearly perceive such infinit intelligent 
direction of the laws of matter, and our consequently 
induced adoration of such Almighty Power, which is thus 
scientifically presented for our rational adoption; and 
viewing ourselvs as future participants in continued life 
beyond this, amid all the inviting realms of the universe of 
infinit variety, lends a rational charm to the philosophic 
doctrin of associate intelligent aud non-intelligent matter ; 
which, while it comports with scientific inductiv require- 
ments (explanatory of al phenomena), givs us adequate 
‘assurance for the realization of our aspirations for 1mmor- 
tality and greatest inducements for well-doing, which no 
other theism or theory rationally embraces. 

é Cus, E, TOWNSEND, 

Locust Valley, Queen's Co , N. Y. i 
a aa —— —— 


By What Shall We Swear? 


To TBE EDITOR or Tar TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Thava 
suggestion to make. „A few years ago you issued a collec- 
tion of songs, hymns, etc., which was much needed, Now 
Cav you not get up a collection of oaths, by-words, etc., for 
the use of swearing Infidels and other Freethinkers, Most 
Infidels of my acquaintance—and I presume it is general— 
are on oceasion given to the use of strong language, often 


‘quite expletiv and emphatic ; and they almost invariably 


use Christian oaths and sayings. This should not be. It is 
not strictly Consistent with Intidel claims and views. 

€ Bacacse we are, through the force of circumstances, com- 
pelled to adopt in some measure some of the Christians’ 
manners and customs and ways and means, it does not fol- 
low that we should use their—to them—profanity to giv 
emphasis to our language of levity, earnestness, or passion. 
It is a compliment to them and their God that we should 
withhold. 

Ia the use of Christian oaths we tacitly acknowledge a 
certain power and force in the very name of their God, their 
Jesus, etc. Yet I believe Ingersoll has said that Infidels are 
right in swearing, if for nu other purpose than to show a 
** contempt for their damned nonsense," Bat I think if we 
hav to swear by a God at all, that it should be by a God of 
our own, if we hav one, and if we hav not, why then do 
without a God and swear by something else. 

But surely we do not want to borrow a God for swearing 
purposes that the Christians hav stolen for damning pur- 
poses. We do not believe in such a God ; why then should 
we appeal or refer to him in this manner? [tis really too 
bad that we are compelled to use the Christian vernacular 
when we wish to do a little swearing on our own account. 

Can you not do something to help us—giv us a collection 
of oathg, choice tit-bits, in which there shall be no hell-fire, 
no damnation, no devil, no Christian God, no Jesus? Let 
us hav something not so incongruous with the Infidels' clear 


gense of truth. ^ 
OL course this habit has been forced upon us By our 
Christian environments, but we must grow out of it, rise 
higher, and swear by George Francis Train, or somebody 
or something else that is in no sense Christian. ` 
Why not, then, brethren, let us all arise and jola in 
swearing by D. M. Bennett and Tax TRUTH BERKER? 


| Amen, ody By 


P 


The Tenth Seeker, July 95, 1880. 


(Continued from page 469.) 


The third is that it seems a great pity that God 
should be under the necessity of leaving his splendid 
throne and somewhat extensive business in heaven 
to come down into this troublesome world and take 
upon himself the pains and inconveniences of hu- 
manity, to endure nine months of close confinement, 
to pass through the years of puling infancy, frivo- 
lous childhood, passionate youth and adolesence, to 
manhood, and then to diein the most inglerious and 
ignominious manner, simply to establish what the 
ignorant pagans thad easily inaugurated centuries 
before without any particular trouble or difficulty. 

But I'must stop right here. 

Believe me, truly yours, D. M. BENNETT. 


Ho for Brussels !. 
CONTINUED DONATIONS FOR THE TRIP. 


James Brown $200 Mrs, E, M. Bickmon 1.00 
John H, Haslam 1.00 James M. Winn 1.00 
F. J. Emary 100 Jobn Hallenderer 2.00 
Anna Everest | .75 A Spiritualist 1 00 
George Plumb * 1.00 League No, 151, Center- 
Mrs. J. Weeks ' 95 ville, Cal. 

M. Babcock 100 J, Schuh 

D. R Burt 500 William N, Redinger 

W. Archibald 100 D. Tausig 

R. O, Trowbridge 300 Jagu Brown 100 
E, B. Rounds 1.00 M.F. Dean 1.00 


Thanks to our kind friends who hav thus manifested 
their generosity. While the aggregate of donations does 
not amount to as large à sum as we expected and need, we 
are nevertheless duly grateful Itis probable enough hes 
been sent in to take Prof. Rawson and ourselves to about 
the middle of the Atlantic Oceap, when we will hav the 
privilege of depending upon a merciful providence to take 


us the rest of the way. We now expect to sail on Saturday 
the 31st. : 


Brother W. S. Bell 


Called upon us a few days ago as he returned from his 
three-months’ trip in the West. He was as far as Iowa, and 
spoke to many interested audiences. He reported an in- 
creasing interest in Liberalism and a growing disposition 
to hear what can be said in defense of natural religion. Ag 
his acquaintance increases in the various localities he visits 
he finds a greater demand for Liberal lectures and a greater 
appreciation of the truths as they are found in sciénce and 
reason, As an indication of the good work he has per- 
formed during the three months he has passed in the field 
it may be stated that he organized five L'beral Leagues and 
saw them in good working order, This is doing right well, 
and shows he has the disposition to Jabor faithfully and to 
seme purpose, When he again Visits those Leagues it is to 
be hoped he will find them enjoying a healthy growth, and 
filled with a zeal to let good works abound and to let their 
light shine abroad. Those in New fngland who wish to 
avail themselva of a good Liberal lec:urer, at moderate 
prices, during the remaining summer months will do well 
to employ.brother Bell. His address is 78 Fourth street, 
New Bedford, Mass, 
————— a —————— 

THE Health Journal is the tithe of a new monthly edited 
pnd published by Dr. T. R. Kinget, of this city, at G0 cents 
per year. The first number is issued, and the Doctor is now 
anxious for subscribers. Those who send him their names 
with the small price he asks for it will be conferring a favor 
upon him and do tbemselvs a good turn at the same time. 
Address T. R. Kinget, M.D., 817 East Fourteenth street, 
New York city. > 


A Serious Difficulty Amleably Adjusted. 


The undersigned having submitted all matters of differ- 
ence between us to T. C. Leland and T. B. Wakeman, of 
New York, and being informed that after hearing and in- 
vestigation they hav substantially agreed in regard to the 
same, we hereby mutually agree to abide by their decision 
and recommendations as a final disposition of the mattes§ in 
question, D. M. BENNETT, 

(Dated) B, F, UNDERWOOD, 

July 17, 1880. T 


Underwood vs. Bennett. 


On the 3d of July, inst., Mr. B. F. Underwood and Mr. 
D. M. Bennett agreed to submit to us, as friendly arbitratore, 
certain differences between them, in order to hav them in- 
vestigated and the truth ascertained without litigation. We 
were to select an Umpire in case we could not agree; but we 
find that there is no substantial difference between us after 
a hearing and investigation as full and complete as we could 
make it. 

1. Mr, Bennett compleined that Mr. Underwood had 
taken part in or aided and abeited the puolication of parts 
of an old private correspondence which had been illegally 
and corruptly obtained and published in the R-P. Journal, 
of Chicago, and the Jndez, of Boston, with malicious mo- 
tiva, and in order to destroy him while he was in prison to 
vindicate the freedom of the press and the mails and unable 
to defend himself. "on 

2. 'That after this publication Mr. Underwood had inter- 
fered in the matter illegally, and had published an opinion 
in regard to it in a way to aid and comfort those who had 
been guilty of this outrage; and that he followed up his 
opinion by publishing letters and an interview with a report- 
erin such a way as to identify himself with the wrong- 
doers and their motivs and practically so as to justify them. 

Mr. Underwood complained that Mr. Bennett had put. 


Jished in hie paper, Tak TRUTH. SEEKER, parts of 4 letter, | That Mr. Underwood therefore allowed his mind to be 


4 


erroneous in his intimations to Mr. Verity to the effect that 


followed by insinuations to the effect that Mr. Underwood’s 
relations to and conduct with women would not bear exami- 
nation according to his own standard of morals, and that in 
one case he had certainly made what was called ‘‘an infa- 
mous proposition” to a lady. 

Mr. Bennett claimed that Mr. Underwood's wrongful con- 
duct toward him, as charged above, justified these publica- 
tione, which he believed to be true, and asked that Mr. Un- 
derwood's conduct as to him be.first considered. As to that, 
therefore, we find: | 

1. That Mr. Underwood had no part in the obtaining and 


‘publication of that private correspondence; that he in no 


way aided or abetted the wrong-doers or conspirators in that 
matter, and that he never saw the letters referred to until 
after their publication. We regret, however, that the 
charge of his conference and complicity with the wrongful 
bolders of that correspondence was never denied by Mr. 
Underwood iu a public or a decisiv manner previous to his 


hearing before us; but we are satisfied from his statements 


and denials, and the facts shown, that Mr. Savage is entirely 


, Mr, Underwood was at his (Savage's) house, near Boston, 


and conferred as to the publication of those letters, or about 


{them in any way. That he was at that house is admitted, 


| 
| 


500 but he is shown to hav been there for another purpose, 
1 00‘ which had no- connection with those letters; which were not 
-50 brought to Mr. Underwood's consideration or notice, It 


geems that Mr. Savage was in wrongful possession of and 
wrongfully used those letters, and he is thereby discredited 
to such an extent that his statements are of little weight as 
against Mr. Verity or Mr. Underwood, especially when he 
might wish to make the latter appear to share, and so lighten, 
hissown guilt. 

2. But as to the charge respecting Mr, Underwood's con- 
duct after the publication of those letters, we cannot find 
that he is free from fault. 

Those letters were originally the sole property of Mr. 
Bennett, the writer, together with the party to whom they 
were written. Neither party could dispose of those letters, 
nor permit them to be published without the consent of the 
Other; much less could either part with them, or permit 
them to be published or used to the injury of the other. 

The law and the usage of all decent persons on this sub- 
ject is well settled. We need only to refer ail interested to 
the case of Woolsey v. Judd, 4 Duers Reports (N. Y 
Superior Court 1855, pp. 379-408). 

We cannot quote at length, but in the words of Mr. Jus- 
tice Story, cited with approval in that case, ''the publica- 
tion ef private letters” is ** one of the most odious breaches 
of private confidence, of social duty, and of honorable feel. 
ing which can well be imagined," It is claimed that these 
letters were in substance stolen, and sgid for money, and 
were published by rival newspaper editora with a view to 
gratify malice, aud to crush Mr. Bennett and bis paper. Mr. 
Underwood must certainly hav known that they were pub- 
lished to injure Mr. Bennett, and without hes consent—a con: 
sent that was absolutely necessary to relieve the publication 
from being other than a theft, and, in Judge Story’s words, 
a ‘most odious breach of private confidence, of soci.l 
duty, and of honorable feeling.” Mr, Underwood failed to 
put down his foot upon this outrage, and while Mr. Bennett 
was in prison and comparativly defenseless, he accepted a 
proposition from one of the wrong-doers to inspect the 
originals of these letters, and to publish his opinion as to 
whether they were spurious or not, which he did. 

Tn this respect he took a wrong step. No one could giv 
him a right to examine and publish an opinion about those 
letters but the writer, Mr. Bennett, himself. He had no 
right to the sight or use of those letters, obtained by theft 
and fraud. He cannot be justified by the request of the 
holder o' stolen letters, or of others however numerous or im- 
portunate—either to hav the letters proclaimed to be spurious 
to aid Mr. Bennett, or to hav them showa to be genuine in 
order to ruin him. The law and good morals required him 
to let those stolen private letters entirely alone. 

As to the subsequent acts or expreasions of Mr, Under- 
wood complained of in that matter, we find them to be the 
results of this first wrong step of meddling with those let- 
ters and their wrongful holders at all. He was not. aad 
could not be then acquainted with the true facts about those 
letters, but he was plainly influenced by them and their 
holders to apparently take sides with the wrong-doers. It 
was not then known that these old letters had been written 
by an éxceptionable man under peculiar and irresponsible 
circumstances and feelings, that they had been forgiven if 
not forgotten by the party mo:t nearly concerned, that no 
injury did or could hav resulted from them to the party to 
whom they were written, that they had been dug up illegally 
and malisiously to ruin an imprisoned editor. 

When the enormity of this breach of Jaw, social duty, and 
‘honorable feeling" became known, it was justly félt that 
even the writer of those lettera must be an angel of purity in 
contrast with those who could resort at such a time to such 
means to destroy him. The excuse of a desire to further 
public morals by this violation of ‘‘ social duty " was fur- 
ther shown to us to hav been a sheer pretense, for the 
holders of those letters by further extracts published after- 
wards in pamphlet form, and circulated through the mails, 
openly violated the very postal laws they were pretending 
to vindicate. But when the first extracts were published 
Mr, Underwood did not know nor consider the nature and 
effects of his interference in a matter which did not 
belong to him ; much less is he chargeable with the malice 
and subsequent acts of the wrong-doera, ; 

Among Liberal editors, and Liberals generally, it is also 
shown that they hav been too much inclined in regard to 
private letters to “hav all things in common.” It ie urged 
that Mr. Bennett has not been free from blame in this rega-d 
himself. i 


defense or retaliation under such provocation. 


he gaw and said it,” 


influenced hastily, improperly, and that he wrote under that 
infiuence letters based upon the representation of the wrong- 
ful publishers,and that in the interview with the reporter of 
the Inter-Ocean newspaper of Chicago (Dec. 10, 1879) he 
used expressions which cannot be justified, we understand 
him to now admit—if not, we so find. He denies the cor- 


rectness of the Inter.Ocean’s report in some important par- 
ticulars, and it is to be regretted that he did not correct or 
explain it immediately after its publication and through the 
same medium. l i 

We hav gone over the charges against Mr. Underwood 
carefully because of their importance, and because they are 
made by Mr. Bennett the excuse for the publications against 
Mr. Underwood's private character. ''To carry the war 
into Africa" is claimed to hav been a legitimate ducto 

is 
alleged right of retaliation we need not determine if itis 
found that the facts alleged in regard to Mr. Underwood's 
character are without foundation, for certainly no one can 
hav the right to retaliate by the use of that which is not 
true. What then is the evidence as to these imputations 
against Mr. Underwood? To sustain them certain state- 
ments are made and certain letters are produced which hav 
been written to Mr. Bennett by several parties, from one of 
which letters an extract was printed by him ip his paper. 
Relying upon these letters and the statements of those who 
reported to him that the writers were reliable, Mr, Bennett 
says that he made the publications and statements as to Mr. 
Underwood's character in the full belief of their truth. We 
cannot question his good faith nor the honesty of his belief. 
The letters were genuine, and contain what Mr. Bennett 
published and stated in regard to them. But yet we think 
that Mr. Bennett is in fault in publishing them or making 


any statements in regard to them, for they do not in them- 


selvs contain any evidence. The-writers do not profess to 
know the fac's of their own knowledge, They refer to 
others, and the statements of otherr, as their authority. 
Though they do this in a very positiv manner, yet no editor 
should ever regard such statements as evidence, no matter 
under what provocation he may be smarting. 

Both parties, of course, proceeded to call upon the per- 


.sons alleged to know the facts to affirm or deny them, The 


result is that-the alleged facts hav wholly vanished. It 
seems that two rumors furnished the only justification for 
those letters, One of those rumors arose from a fact that 
has been perfectly explained, and was shown to be entirely 
innocent. The other rumor we hav traced to a man who 
had a grievance against Mr. Underwood, and who, after 
repeated requests, has no evidence or authority whatever 
for the.story. In one letter this witness says that he does 
not believe the story, and in the last he says that he be- 
lieves Mr, Underwoo@ to be an honorable man, and entirely 
exculpates him, We find no one back of the letters Mr. 
Bennett relied upon who knows of any. ‘‘ insulted lady,” or 
improper acts on the part of Mr. Underwood. 

Whether Mr. Bennett was justified ia trying to *' carry the 
war into Africa " or not, it is certain, therefore, that he had, 
and has, no ground to stand upon tbere, and the best proof 
that he has erred innocently is his prompt retraction of. 
those publications and statements as to Mr. Underwood’s 
private character which we are authorized by him to make 
as a part of this report. | 

Jn conclusion, we find (1) that both parties hav acted 
without sufficient care and consideration in regard to the 
matters complained of against each other ; but that each 
believed at-the time that he had good grounds and reasons 
for his conduct ; (2) that itis proper to conclude these per- 
sonal differences now, and that the way to do it is by a 
resolute silence by both parties hereafter in regard to them 
and all matters growing out of them, ‘To this conclusion 
we understand the parties to solemnly agree—for themsclvs 
and their papers, and, as far as they can, for their corre- 
spondents and frienda. T. B. WAKEMAN, 

(Dated) : T. C, LELAND, 

. New York, July 17. 1880 Arbitrators. 

eoe c 
They Believe It to be False. 
WANERLY, lows, July 12, 1880. 

To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER: We, the un- 
dersigned, believe the.story or accusation published in THE 
(N Y.) TRUTH SEEKER of June 12, 1880, in regard to Mr. 


'B. F. Uiiderwood’s insulting a lady in Waverly, Bremer 


Co., Iowa, by making an infamous proposition to her, to be 
false. ALMA N. Woon. 
HENRY TALLETT. 
M, E, BILLINGS, 
A, J. Stevens, 
W. R. Kutent, 


—— ti — ————————- 


An Expression of Opinion. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav just 
read your reply to the malignant article in Scribner's, You 
are entirely too gentle with the editor. He it was who 
undertook to defend Beecher on the ground that a ran of 
sixty-six could not commit adultery. Credat Judcas apella! 
The New York Sun takes the right gouge of lis caliber 
by always dubbing him’ Tupper” Holland. Perhaps it 
would be well now to add D.D , '' Doctor of Dirt.” 
The bare fact that Underwood cleaves to Abbot is almost 
enough for me to put him without the pale of the rational 
radical church, - Abbot, in my humble judgment, lacks 
the reasoning faculty. Long ago I remarked his scholastic 
conceit, which I feared would ruin him as a professed radi- 
cal. I took his Indes two years, aud then had to stop it, 
not only on account of his meanness toward myself and 
other correspondents, but becauee the paper did not interest 
me. And now one of my most esteemed correspondents 
writes : * Abbot is a literary coxcomb. His Indew is the 
history of Balaam's ass--whst the asa saw and said, and how 
Yours truly . W.H.B, 


The Truth Seeker, July 25, 1880. 


The Political Parties. 


. To tae Eprrok or Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: My 
response to your ‘‘ Politics for Liberals” is a hearty Amen. 
I hav been a voter almost as long as you, and was as ardent 
a Republican from 1856 till 1872 I would hav voted for 
Greeley if I had had a vote. In 1876 I was not decided in 
favor of Tilden until I found the Republican leaders ignor- 
ing their platform and fighting the battle on two false 
issues, to wit, Tilden’s income tax and the bloody shirt. 
The charges of frandulent income returns against Mr. Til- 
den were so completely answered on his behalf that the 
New York daily Times, which made the charges, straight- 
way backed down from the main ones, but meanly alleged 
others that weré never proved; and I venture to say that if 
the facts are ever shown, it will appear that Samuel J. Til- 
den made as honest returns as at least the majority of 
Republicans whose income was equal to or greater than! 
his. For I happen to hav known Mr. Tilden personally 
quite well in the early years of the Republica» party, and I 
hav always esteemed him as one of the purest men in the 
Democratic party. : . 

That the bloody shirt issue was a false one. I showed in 
the following letter to the New York World in 1876 : 


To the Editor of the World, Bir : Inthe-early part of 1871 
a committee of the United States Senate investigated Ku- 
Kiux outrages, The evidence made a book of 425 closely 
printed pages. more than half of which I reported as assist- 
ant stenographer to the committee, That there was abun- 
dant evidence of outrages by the Ku-Klux Klans, and by 
parties in disguise and not in disguise, it-would be folly to 
deny. But the fact apveared on record that those outrages 
had tulmiuated in 1868, and had nearly ceased by 1871. 
Senator Bcott. the chairman of the committee, being 
pressed for time in preparing his report, dictated it from 
rough notes to the stenographers. When he came to the 
question of recent outrages, the evidence was very meager, 
and he asked me to help him find more proofs. AsI had 
just completed an index, I was able to glean at once every 
instance that could be found. But was then struck with 
the absence of such proofs, making that part of the case, to 
my mind, the weakest, 8 

A joint committee of the two Houses was immediately 
appointed to continue the investigation during the long in- 


' terval preceding the re-assembling of Congress in Decem- 


. tion is the theft of the Presidency, now admitted by many 
© Republicans. My oldest and one of my most esteemed cor- 


ber. They divided themselves into several sub-committees, 
and went into the Southern states to t4ke evidence. I could 
hav been employed as oneof the stenographers, but declined 
to go. The result of their invest'gations was thirteen 
printed volumes, containizg 7 306 pages of testimony. be- 
sides miscellaneous documents, making a total of 8 273 
pages, The cost of reporting alone, at the regular rate of 
$3.15 per page, was $23 000, besides, say, $1 500 for three 
hundred pages of index. Add to this the traveling and 
other expenses of the half dozen stenographers, and the 
tatal cost for the single item of reporting was not less than 
$28,000. The expense of stereotyping I wil! not attempt to 
estimate, nor hav I any idea what the expenses of the sev- 
eral traveling sub-committees were. If I were to guess, 
however, at the tota] expenditure, I should say the whole 
job cost not less than $100,000 

It has been charged tnat the present Democratic House 
of Representativs [1876], which has been so prolific in in- 
vestigations, has spent $100,000 in that work altogether. 
The Republican Congress in 1871 spent probably as much 
in one investigation. ; 

It is alleged that the Democratic investigations hav dis- 
covered little or nothing. This is not true: But what did 
the Ku-Klux Committee of 1871 discover? Let any one 
gainsay, if be can, the following statements in the report of 
the minority of that committee: 

“It follows, therefore, that five, at least, of the eleven 
Southern states, to wit, Virginis, "Tennessee, Arkansas, 
Louisiana, and Texas, are free from even the suspicion of 
lawlessness on the part of the people" (vol. i, p. 297). “We 
wil show by testimony incontrovertible that in no one of 
the six states of North Carolina, South Caroline, Géorgie, 
Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida hav there at any time 
existed combinations of lawless men in one-tenth part of said 
states ” (ib. p. 292) : 

Aside from the fact that few of the outrages were recent, 
if the result is not a poor show for an expenditure of $100,- 
000, then the Republicans may talk about the late Demo- 
cratic investigations disclosing nothing. 

I never voted a Democratic ticket, nor do I expect ever 
to affiliate with that party; but I think the election of Mr. 
Tilden would prove a wholesome purgative to the Republi- 
can party. W. H. B. 

Washington, D. € , Oct, 21, 1876, 


Now, Bro, Bennett, if I find myself now sfüliating with 
the Democrats, it is because of the outrages done by the 
Republican party since 1876, among which are some that 
you hav enumerated. But the greatest of all in my estima- 


respondents wrote this to me two years ago, ''I think Til- 
den was choused out of the Presidency, and I thank God he 
was.” The same Republican friend recently wrote saying 
that he was ‘‘for Grant for a third term, or even a thirty- 
third.” If that is Republicanism, I am a Democrat. 

It seems to me a just retribution to the Republicans for 
their aspersion of Mr. Tilden in 1876 that they are now sad- 
dled with & candidate who stands convicted by his party of 
bribe-taking and perjury. More thana dozen years ago, 
when reporting in the House of Representativs, I lost confi- 
dence in Garfield's integrity. I remember a private remark 
made at that time in my hearing by the late Henry J. Ray- 
mond, then a member of the House, Alluding to some 
trick of the ex-reverend from Ohio, he said, '' If you want 
a particularly mean act done, get a clergyman to do it." 

There may be ground for the fear of Catholic ascendancy 
in this country by and by, or rather, I would say, fear of & 
United Catholic and Protestant ascendancy ; but for the 
past ten yeara the administration has been greatly controlled 
by the Methodist church North, backed up by almost unani- 
mous Protestant support.. If Mr. Garfield is elected, thar 
ascendancy will continue. I therefore want a change ; and 
if I should liv long enough to see the political power of the 
Catholic church equal that of the Methodist church now, I 
shall go for another change, 


na a pa S C E a aT 


. Personally, I beg leave to ssy that as a resident of the 
District of Columbia I hav lost the right to vote ; that I 
never sought or held federal office, and kuwow of none that 
I would be willing to accept. "Ww. HENRY BURR. 
Washington, D. 0., July 16th. , 


. Good for Greens. N 


The last TRUTH SEEKER burst out suddenly and intensely 
political. If it is a free clash of opinjons count me in, 

And, first, let me say we want no more third parties— 
that is my publicly-expressed, private opinion. The Lib- 
erals made a third party last year at Cincinnati. That party 
went on its victorious way till the members of it packed 
their carpet-bags and got out of town. Not the first peep 
has been heard of it sicce.. I understand that the rousing 
address its resolutions called for flitted back and forth be- 
tween Boston, New York, and Washington till finally it got 
lost in a pigeon-hole of scare and disagreement. The great 
slly who was to lead all Liberal hosts dove down deep in the 
Liberal pool at Cincinnati and came up dry in the same old 
Republican pond at Chicago, There-the convention corked 
him up, and not a word from him out loud was permitted. 
The New York Times expressly says that Fry and Hale; of 
Maine, held their thumb on his spout in mortal terror lest he 
should say something for Blaine and blast his prospects for- 
ever. He stands all the buffs and rebuffs, put upon him be- 
cause he is an Infidel, by the Republicans, who want his 
private but not his public influence any more; and to the 
persistent end he toots for Garfield. -Hesays : ‘‘As long as 
the Democratic party i8 controlled by the Catholics, he will 
vote some other ticket "—which seems to mean Garfield, 


| who is controlled by Protestants, who are a thousand times 


meaner than the Catholics, in these modern days and in the 
United States, at any rate. He says: ''As long as the 
Democratic party is afraid to pass a resolution that the 
public moneys shall not be given to sectarian schools, he 
will vote some other ticket "—meaning the Republicans, 
who make Comstock laws, Sunday laws, imprison editors, 
keep the Bible in the public schools, vote, every man of 
them, in their Senate, to put God into the Constitution, aud 
grab as eagerly for sectarian appropriations as the Democratic 
Catholics do every time they get a chance. He says this, 
too, in the face of the fact that the Democratic platform 
expressly affirms ''separation of church and state for the 
good of each.” That affirmation extends and covers, to all 
intents and purposes, the whole of the first plank of the 
National Liberal League. The lesser denial of moneys to 
sectarian schools is included in the greater Democratic 
plank. This is the whole of which his sectarian school 
demand is only a part. In addition, the principles affirmed 
by Gen. Hancock, in hia Louisiana military orders, are to 
the same purport, They contain the whole of a great prin- 
ciple, while the Republicans come tardily off with small 
segments and branches of it. 

Also, the ink of his letter was hardly dry, indeed, very 
likely the two illustrious men were writing at the same time, 
when the illustrious Garfield was saying, in his letter of 
acceptance, ‘‘The separation of the church and state in 
everything relating to taxation should be absolute.” 

Now, it is a maxim of law that in a statement of that kind, 
where a special thing is ‘included, all other things are ex- 
cluded. That Garfield affirmation, then, means ''separa&- 
tion of church and state in everything relating to taxation” 
but union of church and state, as, of old, in everything re 
lating to the transportation of Infidel newspapers and books 
in the mails, imprisonment of Infidel editors, Bible in the 
public schools, Sunday laws, and God in the Constitütion. 
I shall admire to see anybody asking such & man as Garfield 
questions; neither are Liberals anywhere ‘‘afraid of the 
answeis" he will giv. "We sre cock sure that they will be 
such as to sink him beneath Presidential resurrection. So 
much for the letter of Col. Ingersoll ; and so much to indi- 
cate that we don’t: want the intermediate machinery of a 
Liberty party any more. The League itself is party enough, 
and whatever it does it will be better to do direct, or by its 
own political committee. - 

Now a little consideration should be given to other letters 
in the last TRuta SEEKER. Mr. Walker ‘‘sadly confesses 
his disappointment at the action of the Greenback Conven- 
tion,’ with its ‘‘farce of prayer and a religious bigot at the 
head of its ticket.” How then does he expect Liberals who 
are not Greenbackers to shout themselvs hoarse and shy up 
their hats in a crowd so mesger as that is likely to be? 
Besides, what is there in the Greenback platform worth a 
moment's consideration by Liberals in comparison to the 
wide, sweeping, unconditional ‘‘ Separation of Church and 
State for the good of each” in the Democratic platform? 
The Greenback *' taxation of-all property ” is Liberal only 
by implication, blindly stated if it means taxation of church 
property, has not the courage to say the thing right out, 
and, like the Repub'ican denial of appropriations to sec- 
tarian schools, is only a small part of which the Democratic 
plank is the whole. If the Greenbackers had had the wis- 
dom, and after that the courage, to put in that short, curt, 
expressiv, happy statement—‘‘ Separation of Church and 
State for the good of esch "—then they, instead of the Dem- 
ocrats, would hav stolen the Liberal thunder that will 
lighten all around the political sky. Why should we go 
for a poor, weak party that treats the Liberals with ''spurn" 
and that ien't going to win a single elector unless it may be 
by “fusion " with the Democrats in a state Jike Maine. 

It is the fashion to say that platform promises do not 
amount to anything. Well, they don't, if constituents drop 
into their holes after voting aud fail to follow the platform 
promises up. But suppcse Hancock elected and a Demo- 
cratic Congress with him; and then four or five hyndred 
Liberal Leagues go for them with petition and demand, 
with a rain of correspondence, newsp:per articles, and the 
lobby! Just giv them the chance of one Congress to do some- 


thing, If they don't do it, then in 1882 comes the election 
of a new Congress. By that time with only ordinary Liberal 
effort there may be five hundred Liberal Leagues with ‘a 
constituency of an average of one thousand votes each—their 
own and what they can influence. 
of '82 to the Republicans—first exacting pledges, platforms, 
and promises. Both parties then will begin to smell a rat 
and conclude it is better to perform where they promis. 
In this way we will get “a good ready” for 1884 and be 
recognized as a power to be treated with. 


Then giv the Congress 


Can't you, Bro. Walker, not as & partisan, Greenback or 


other, but as a Liberal, plot, swear, and conspire with me 
to take a long look ahead and vote shoulder to shoulder, ‘as, 
after talking it all over and developing the best policy, we 
conclude for any given year it is best to vote ?. Cannot 
Wright, Bennett, Wakeman, Rawson, and Green join us? ` 


Cannot a hundred, a thousand, a million, do the same? In 
such a Canvass we hav to lie low for the choicest ducke, 
wait and work with patience, bide our time till the flock 
comes sailing right into our toils. The first thing to do is 
to free our heart&'and minds of political cant. Cease being 
partisan, and be, first and-above all, Liberal. Adjourn 
tariff, hard or soft money, internal improvements, till we 
clean out this nest of priests and robbers. Then tariff, 
money, interna], and other reforms will come all the sooner 
and come to stay, because we will hav more honest agents 
to carry them out. 

Mr. Truesdell implies that Liberals deem Hayes a great 
deal worse than the Republican party. Just the contrary 
is the view of all observing, clear-sighted Liberals. The 
Republican party made the priestly-inspired laws which 
Hayes executes. The Republican party in the Senate, not 
the President, voted God into the Constitution, And now 
in this campaign Garfield alone is a small consideration. It 
isthe Republican party that Liberals want to put out of 
power. lt is also the fashion to say that parties cannot 
change and do not progress. With more space I could giv 
instances showing that they dp. Even the favorit leopard 
that both Walker and Truesdell twit with being so awfully 
spotted before the world, both can and has very greatly 
changed his gpots. Just go back to the primeval leopard 
and see the almost unrecognizable difference. Pour a strain 
of Liberal League blood into the Democratic leopard and 
we will knock spots out of him—'' you bet!" 

The letter of Peter Soule has the right ring in it. He 
says, '''The moment the Liberals lend their political power 
without holding a distinct platform and independent issues 
of their own to either the Democratic or Republican party 
they will hav consigned a power not easily regained.” That 
is wisdom, and that, as I understand it, is what the Liberal 
League proposes always absolutely to hold. 

H. B. Brown is amiable, and not so Demo-phobic as 
some. To please him, Walker, and other Greenbackers, I 
will remind them that after all our discussion and fusillade 
of sharp hits, we propose, as H. L. Green has intimated, to 
leave the determination of the Liberal policy to the next 
Liberal League Congress, If they resolve in favor of Green- 
bucks, green it shall be with all that that implies. Liberals 
believe in organization, co-operation, and agreement. 
Whatever we say in debate, when it comes to final action we 
must agree. Now let the chatter go on. 

These are the views of a Henry Clay Whig, Free S»iler, 
Abolitionist, Fremont and Lincoln Republican, plus one 
vote for Grant, which is the only act in along life he feelg 
the need of & God to forgiv. 

T, C. LELAND, 


The Freethinkers’ Convention, 
A BPECIAL NOTICE, 


I hav made arrangements with one of the best show-bill 
printers of the United States to print some large posters for 
advertising the Freethinkers' Convention. The posters 
will be 33x48 inches in $72, printed in red and blue ink, 
with a fine border. 

Oa tBese posters will be printed, first, a picture of an 
American eagle with a scroll in hig beak on which will be 
inscribed ‘‘ Universal Mental Liberty,” under which will 
be a full notice of the Convention, including names of 
speakers, railroad rater, etc, etc. These bills will be for- 
warded by me to any address on application. The charges 
for the same will be for 25 or less 7 vents each, for any 
number over 25, 6 cents each. If sent by mail an additional 
sum sufficient to cover postage must be added. I earnestly 
request every friend of Freethougbt to order a few of these 
bilis and aid in getting them posted throughout the whole 
country. H. L. GBEEN, 


Salamanca, N. Y. Bec. Freetbinkers'! Association. 
——————_—_ — — —— 


Elmina's Suggestion. 

DEAR TRUTH SEEKERS : Would it not be well to write to 
J. G. Holland concerning the wrong he has done to D. M. 
Bennett and to every pure and true man and woman who 
dares to support this brave, bold, strong, and fearless Free- 
thinker? I hav written to-day, and trust you will all write 
and show him what manner of people he has ignorantly 
and unwisely slandered and misrepresented. . Continual 
agitation and self-defense and defense of our opinions, ssn- 
timents, and convictions will keep us fresh, vigorous, 
strong, and constant to truth, 

Yours combativly to error, 

ErMINA D SLENKEB, 
— — — 9 4 9—————— —— 

Joen N. ABBOTT, general passenger agent of the Erie 
Railway, writes me that he will return home, on the Erie 
road and all its branches, all persons who attend the Hor- 
nellsville Convention at one-third the ordinary fare. But I 
hope some of our Liberal friends ia New York who are 
railroad men will see Mr. Abbott and obtain still better 
rates, H. L. GREEN: 


Snowville, Va. 
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The Spiritual Trinity. 


To THE EDITOR oF Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: A few 
days ago I sent an article for this paper entitled ‘‘A Plea 
for Free Debate," not that I think our Spiritual friends hav 
produced any evidence which can be called much more sat- 
isfactory if any than the Christians’ hope, but on principle I 
am in favor of all sides having a fair field. This week TuE 
TRUTH SEEKER comes heavily freighted with three articles 
by three Spiritualists. Only one accepts the invitation to 
e I supposed they were anxious to annihilate the 

aterialists, They hav been quite free in assertions that 
the latter-named were not ready, or were unwilling, to meet 
their champions, who go armed with bristling facts. I 

` supposed I was doing them a favor by offering myself as a 
living sacrifice to their overwhelming proofs of spirit exist- 
ence and communication. They hav always given the 
world to understand that they court investigation and dis- 
cussion. Why, then, do they hang beck ? 

Mr. J, H. W, Toohey givs four subdivided reasons why 
he will not debate. They are about as satisfactory as most 
of those given by the clergy. He professes to be a Spirit- 
ualist, but says Maudsley says Spiritualism is not a scientific 
term ! I wonder if Spiritualism has many such defenders 
left! Maudsley, an author whom I greatly admire, does not 
consider ‘‘ Materialism,” as interpreted by Huxley, You- 
mans, and others, as unscientific. Maudsley does not favor 
merely metaphysical disquisitions. Nordo I. Mr. Toohey 
traps himself when he says that Maudsley is in favor of 
men applying themselvs diligently to ** discover by direct 
interrogation of nature how much can be done" scientifi- 
cally. That is just what modern Materialists hold to. Mr. 

- Toohey says (quoting Liebig), " The only questions nature 
hears are experiments ; the only answer she givs, phenom- 
ena.” That is just what we say. My challenge distinctly 
includes experiments, What hav Spiritualists been talking 
about for thirty years if net experiment, investigation, phe- 
nomena ? I. perceive that when leading Spiritualists are 
invited to demonstrate, to subject their so-called Spiritua! 
phenomena to the test of experiment, theyghrink from the 
ordeal on the plea that the term Spiritualism is not scien- 
tific, and straightway the gentleman devours his own objec- 
tion by saying that.the people wh hav studied ‘‘ phenomena 
classified as Spiritual" are “ satisfied with the logic of facts.” 
He first repudiates even the name as entitled to scientific 
recognition, kicks the thing out of the court of science, and 

` then calls it back to tell it how satisfactory it is ! 

One reason that Mr. Toohey will not debate is because of 
2 growing desire to concentrate the Liberal sentiment of the 
country against the foes of progress, and the t‘ upbuilding 
of the Liberal League movement.” He did not tell us in 
what. way earnest debates upon the problems of life and | 
death would interfere with that good work, I think I hav 
Organized three Liberal Leagues to the gentleman’s one, 
My many debates with the clergy hav facilitated my work 
for Liberalism and the League. All public meetings whose 
gim is the agitation of thought hav an influence in favor of 
mental freedom, 

` ` I hav thus examined the gentleman's reasons for not 
debating, and find them as puerile as the clergy’s, Never 
did I expect to liv lang enough to see Spiritualists decline 
to enter the arena of debate, and if this refusal becomes 
general all along the line, I cap fairly apply to Spiritualism 
‘what it has for thirty years flung into the teeth of the 
church, and for precisely the same reason—'' Any system 
which shuns investigation openly manifests its own error. ” 

T. B. Taylor, M.D., an ex-minister of the Christian relig- 
ion, is the second person of my triple foe, and says, ‘I hold 
myself ready to meet you.” That looks like work; and just 
as soon as arrangements can be made, at any point where 
auch a debate is desired, we will join issue. If Spiritualists 
really want debate, they wiÉ do as much to bring it about 
as the church does, or as they do when tuey challenge the 
church, It is hardly reasonable to ask an opponent to travel 
half way across the continent to hold a debate, with the lib- 

` eral assurance that he will be welcome to bear one-half the 
expenses. I hav no desire to force a debate upon any per- 
son or community. There are several places where the 
Materialists will pay one-half the expenses of a joint oral 
debate, but the Spiritualists fail to come to time. 

Our friend Taylor informs me that there are many of my 
friends who honestly question my entire sincerity. Queer 
friends they must be! It seems to be a characteristic of 
Spiritualists to doubt the sincerity of everybody who differs 
from them, and feel rather shaky about their own. I need 
only go to Mr. Taylor's letter to prove it. He says he has 
been “doubted by such Spiritualists as J. M. Peebles and 
Giles B. Stebbins.” Impugning the motivs of others isa 
wide-spread chronic disease among Spiritualists. There are 
a few honorable exceptions, Mr. Taylor’s ''ilk" hav nota 
bright record in this respect, as he is obliged to confess. 

In reference to Dr. Taylor’s allusion to Mr. Underwood, I 
do not think the latter is afraid of the face of man or spirit 
in debate. He doubtless perceived that Spiritualists do not 
encourage debate with Materialists, and that they were in- 
disposed to make controversy impersonal and friendly. 

Mr. E, A Chapman is the third person iu this strange 
trinity, I met this fidgety friend in Michigan, He listened 
to two of my lectures in Saranac, and worked like a hero 
for my course in Lowell I had many pleasant conversa- 
tions with him. Since I left I fear some peevish spirit has 
obsessed him. He charges me with “injustice " toward my 
*' friends and allies;" that I accept the ‘‘ services and money 
of Spiritualists ” and then insult them by advocating what I 
think ig true. He says my statements are ''speculativ sci- 
ence," *' hide-bound and speculativ science," Then he flatly 
contradicts himself by sayirg, “ I find everything Mr, Jam- 
ieson said on the subject of evolution in works on astronc- 
my, physical geography, and geology.” In one breath he 
declares it is my own speculation ; in the next, based upon 


ists wére accepted only on the broad basis of Liberalism, 
and they were extended on that ground. I hav never asked 
their aid on any other terms thaa freedom to utter my own 
convictions of truth. He agreed with me. But now he 


*' gomersaults;" that I forgot in Lowell what I had said in 
Saranac. Itis the first time I hav been taxed with a poor 
memory. I will now convict him. He puts these words 
into my mouth, '' Spirits claim,” etc. My language was, 
* Spiritualists claim.” He asserts I declared that to see 
materialized spirits would satisfy me, while those who were 
present will remember that I said: ‘‘ I would not only want 
to see but to handle spirits; and to make assurance doubly 
sure I would want to chemically analyze the spirit. You 
may think I am unreasonable, If Iam I cannot help it." 
So the ‘‘somersault " is in his own imagination. 

Mr. Chapman asserts that I declared in my Lowell lecture 
on evolution that ‘man by comparison shrank into such 
utter insignificance that he was not worth being carried 
forward into a future existence any more than (he merest 
worm." I never said anything like that. My audiences 
know that instead of belittling man I speak of him as the 


with lightning intelligence, and that his thought sweeps the 
abyss of space in quest of knowledge. In reference to a 
future state I said, ‘‘I do not know.” 

He says I shall not get them before an audience while I 
tell them ‘in behalf of speculativ science” that they are 
‘idiotic, deluded, and deceived.” Let me say to this gen- 
tleman that there ig no such thing as ‘‘ speculativ ” science. 
Ido not call people idiotic. I think it would be unkind to 
twit an idiot with the fact. Mr. Chapman’s fear of the 
epithets I would call them is groundless, 

: What I say upon the subject of evidence to a mind at 


mind can verify for itself. He himself admitted that what 
was evidence to his mind five years ago is not evidence 
now. 

: He wants me to say what I consider as absolute proof. “ig 
answer, A demonstration ; certain knowledge; a fact or 
trüth about which there is no doubt, And that is just what 
the Spiritualists claim to hav. This has been their proud 
boast. But they shrink from the trial. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

172 and 174 Olark st., Chicago, IU. 


(From the New York Sun.) 
If the Women Desert the Church? 


Is the church losing its hold on the women? If go, it is 
in greater danger than it ever was in before. 

An observant Englishwoman ig satisfied that there is no 
room for doubt as to the fact; that the peril is real and im- 
minent. She asserts that among the most intelligent women 
in England unbelief is spreading year by year, and at a 
rapid rate. The educated countrywomen of Harriet Mar- 
tineau and Francis Power Cobbe are not poring over the 
Bible and prayer book as their mothers and grandmoth- 
ers did. They are reading. Darwin and Spencer, Huxley 
and Tyndall. 

Is this true to any appreciable extent of the educated 
women of the United States? We know it was not true 
even so recently as Margaret Fuller’s time, Unbelieving or 
doubting women were as rare here then as white blackbirds, 
But since then there has been a notable increase in the num- 
ber and improvement in the quality of girls’ schools ; well 
equipped colleges for young women hav sprung up; col- 
leges heretofore sacred to the education of the young male 
of the human species hav opened their doors to his sisters. 
Even conservativ Harvard has somewhat tardily and grudg- 
ingly shown a disposition to adjust itself to the changed 
conditions. An American girl of twenty-three who has had 
“ advantages," to borrow a New Englandism, is a very dif- 
ferent young person from that other American girl whom 
her father courted, loving her all the better perhaps for her 
simplicity, sweet ignorance, and undoubting piety. This 
modern girl has studied, more or less thoroughly, the higher 
mathematics and the natural sciences; she has read or 
skimmed the books of the day; she has heard some of the 
lecturers; she keeps the run of the magazines; she has her 
reading club, possibly a social-literary club as well; very 
likely she is writing a novel, or getting ready to do so by 
assiduous magazine practice; she has her head fall and her 
hands full. Certainly the church does. not fill the same 
place in her thoughts or her life that it did in her mother's 
at her age. Still it remains to be proved that ske is ceasing 
to be a Christian and becoming an unbeliever, 


since it was written, the preachers hav been fond of quoting 
a verse setting forth that woman was 


** Last at his cross and earliest at his grave." 


From time immemorial the clergy and the women hav 
been close allies. The day that saw this alliance broken 
would bea cloudy day for the former. What would they 
do for hearers ? In very many of the churches of thig city 
anywhere from two-thirds to nine-tenths of the weekly con- 
gregation are women. Moreover, of the comparativly small 
number of men who are habitual or casual church-goers, 
how many would be in the pews if they had not been 
attracted, coaxed, or gently coerced thither by women ? 

Yetitis not in looking down upon a dwindling cong 


drawal of that potent womanly influence which Goethe has 
sung in the last lines of *' Faust.” If the mothers turn us- 
believers, what chance will there be for the children ? 

If the preachers are at a loss for a topic at their meetings 


= 
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standard works. A man who so easily befogs himself in his 
own communication cannot be relied upon to accurately 
report conversations. The money and service of Spiritual- 


repudiates his own agreement. He charges me with turning 


crown of life on this globe; that his genius girdles the earth | 


twenty and at forty years of age is a fact that almost any. 


chosen. 


If she is, the outlook for the church is disquieting. Ever 


gation that the preacher would feel most acutely the with: 


next Monday, let them take this one, ‘‘ Is the higher educa- 
tion sapping the faith and chilling the piety of women ?” 
: REMARKS BY MH. SICKELS. : 

To ram EprroR or Tus TaurH SEEKER, Sir: After 
reading the above Iam impelled to say that it has always 
been with feelings of regret akin to despair that I hav heard 
women denounce the opinions of Infidels. Indeed, from 
having been an earnest advocate of the justice of granting 
the franchise to woman as her absolute right, I hav become 
somewhat less enthusiastic of late, I hav feared that 
women, as in the past, would be our worst enemies, and 
that, did they possess the power, we would see the Chris- 
tian God in the Constitution and ecclesiastical tyranny 
supreme. But it seems as though light is breaking through 


the gloom at last, and we are to hav woman's all-powerful 


aid. And how efficient she would be! Once emancipated 
from the thraldom of priesthood, we know enough of wom- 
an’s influence, as evidenced in all that she heartily under- 


takes to do, to be assured that she would be satisfied with 


no half-way measures; priestcraft would be swept from off 
the face of the civilized portion of the earth. 
. W. B. StrckELS. 


"The Presidential Question. 


TO THE AUXILIARY LIBERAL LEAGUES AND THE FRIENDS 


OF THE LIBERAL LEAGUE MOVEMENT GENERALLY. 
Friends of State Secularization; It ig an old saying that 


‘opposition is"the life of business," and a Jittle friendly 
strife may prove advantageous to the Liberal Leagup move- 
ment. The National Liberal League is in fact a political 
organization, inaugurated_for the purpose of accomplishing 
the entire separation of church and state in this couatry; and 
it can only do that by entering the political field as a politi- 
cal party, and that is what it purposes to do at the coming 


Presidential election. . 
As the League is nota very large party, to make itself felt 


the members should first resolve that they will all vote 
togther. United we are strong, divided we amount to 
nothing, 


It is evident at the present time that there is an honest 


difference. of opinion as to the candidates we should support 
at the Presidential election this fall. 
Garfeld, some Gen. Hancock, some Gan. - Weaver, and 
others are in favor of a separate nomination. 


Some favor Gen. 


The National Liberal League Congress will probably ba 


called before long in one of our Western cities, at which tbe 
question, Who shall be the candidates of the National Lib- 
eral League? should and probably will be settled; and when 


there decided every friend of the Liberal League movement 


should acquiesce in the decision and we should all vote the 
same ticket, By so doing we can make our influence felt. 
And previous to the meeting of the Congress there should 
bea friendly and free discussion of the subject in the va- 
rious auxiliary Leagues and through the Liberal papers as to 
the best course to pursue. The platforms of the late politi- 
cal conventions and the views and public characters of the 
respectiv candidates should be thoroughly canvassed, with 
the sole object in view of ascertaining the course to pursue 
that will most advance the principles of the National Lib- 
eral League. 


And here I desire to suggest a very important work to be 


done. There are thousands of Liberals in this country 
who hav not as yet organized themselves into Auxiliary 
Liberal Leagues, but who feel the samejinterest in the suc- 
cess of the movement as do the organized Liberals, And 
this class of course will find themselves divided in opinion 
upon the candidates above named, favoring the one or the 


other or being in favor of a new ticket. Now these unor- 


ganized Liberals should meet at once in their respectiv 
towns and neighborhoods and form themselves into Leagues 
and elect their delegates to the Congress aoon to assemble, 
There should be at least one hundred of these new Leagues 


formed before the Congress meets, with their delegates 
This would giv us three hundred Auxiliary 
Leagues and entitle the Congress to fifteen hundred dele- 
gates, and, if half of the Auxiliary Leagues were fully tre- 
presented, make our ‘ National Presidential Convention " 
as large as any One yet held. Such a Convention would 
attract the attention of the whole country and command the 
recognition of the various political parties.  . 

Friends of state secularization, shall we hav such a Con- 
vention, composed of the’best men and women of this coun- 
try? H. L. Green, 

Ch. Ex. Com. N, L. L. 

Balamdgión, N. FY., July 4 1880. 
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* Christianity. Run Wild." 


To TRE EDITOR or THE TRUTA SEEKER, Sir: In TRE 
TRUTH SEEKER of July 31, Mr. Wm. N, Ridinger ex- 
presses the fear that I am offended because he in a former 
article said, ‘‘ Spiritualism is Ohristianity run wild." Iam 
not offended, and am glad brother Ridinger ''judgos from 
my letters" I would not be at any difference of opinio 
Should I get offended at all who use offensiv epithets co 
cerning our beautiful philosophy, I would soon be a fit 
subject for a lunatic asylum. If he believes “ Spiritualiem 
is Christianity run wild,” it is his misfortune, not mine. 
He could nct find a more cffensiv term, yet I forgave 
him because I concluded he was one of those who shone .by 
reflected or borrowed light. I judged so from one of his 
arguments, which was that our destiny must be the same as 
lice, bedbugs, fleas, etc. 

When people investigate thoroughly all questions 
before forming and venturing to express opinions, when 
they realiza that truth has been crushed to earth during all 
the ages of the past, by the mighty weight of error that Alls 
the world, and that truth has always been unpopular, they 
‘Will cease to malign and persecute the few who dare to do 
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' witalforce, and in conjunction with his beloved wife con- 


‘The Truth Seeker, Inip 9, 1880. 
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right, and truth will hav more friends, The truth never 
needed friends more than to-day. Spiritualism does not in 
any sense resemble Christianity. Like Christ, it never had 
a fathery or mother even. It does not owe its birth or 
existence to an immaculate conception, or any other mira- 
cle, but to actual facta—manifestations of intelligence and 
power—witnessed by millions of the most intelligent people 
of earth. |Spiritualism rejects all superstitions, bibles, 
saviors, atonements, faiths, gods, devils, heavens, and hells, 
therefore it is as unlike Christianity as the glorious light of 
the noonday sun is to the intense darknesss of a rayless 
night. We do not say we believe, We hav the absolute 
proofs. We know, and if actual communion between the 


_ world of spirits in the flesh and the world of spirits out of 


the flesh is ‘‘ Christianity run wild" Iam not aware of it. 
It Mr. Ridinger thinks so it is his privilege, He finds an 
argument against Spiritualism in the fact that we are liable 
to die and hav our places filled by bad stepfathers who 
would abuse the wife and children, squander the property 
we hav left, a knowledge of which would render us misera- 
ble, and calls this “the dark side of Spiritualism.” He says 
this is hell, therefore, Christianity and Spiritualism differ 
only in the fact that the one allows all good people to go to 
heaven, the other, some good people to go to hell. In view 
‘of this Mr. Ridinger sighs for the rest of annihilation. He 
thinks the risk we run of being made unhappy by the 
knowledge that our wives and children are unhappy ought 
to make us prefer the blissful ignorance of annibilation. 
But I do not see how this helps the matter. If I could see 
that the blissful rest of annihilation would relieve the dis- 


` tress Of our friends yet in the flesh, I might perhaps be con- 


vinced, but I cannot. According to this argument, when- 
ever our families and friends are suffering and we cannot 
relieve them, drunkenness, or anything that would induce a 
state of blissful ignorance, would be.a blessing, Whisky 
would be a good substitute for annihilation until death 
steps in and completes the work. But what an argument, 
to prefer annihilation, because, perchance, our wives and 
children may hav the misfortune to hav a bad husband and 
stepfather, I call this most emphatically the *' baby act." 
Should they be more fortunate we must presume the bliss- 
ful rest and ignorance of annihilation would not be so de- 
sirable, and Spiritualism in this instance fail to hav a “dark 
side.” J always had a sovereign contempt for lazy, whin- 
ning shirks who prefer starvation and annihilation to 
honest labor and an honorable existence. Let us be men 
and women, ''heroes iù the strife,” ‘‘ with a heart for any 
fate." ‘Don’t giv up the ship.” If storms arise and mis- 
fortunes come we should meet them like heroes, determined 
if we cannot avert or subdue them, to.do something to mod- 


‘ify and break their force, Let us all while here do some- 


thing to make this world better, and hasten the time when 
all men will make good stepfathers and husbands, honorable 
and just in all relations and under all circumstances. 
Dead dogs can float down stream. Live dogs may swim 
up stream, - : E. A. CHAPMAN, 
Lowell, Mich. 


Sexual Intemperance.—No. 4. 


You who plead for ‘‘ moderate indulgence,” ‘‘a happy 
medium,” or a ** natural desire," must remember that every 
indulgence diverts vital power from the brain and vital 
principle from the blood, and continued excesses weaken 
the whole system, mental and bodily. Sexual intemper- 
ance is the one prolific cause of female diseases and weak. 
nesses, including cancers, tumors, abcesses, etc., etc. And 
look at our newpapers with whole columns devoted to ad- 
vertisements offering to restore ‘‘ Lost manhood” for 25 
cent&, and no questions asked! Read the names of hun- 
dreds of noxious drugs for general debility, seminal weak- 


“ness, sexual abu&es, indiscretions of, youth, etc., etc., and 


ask yourselves if a little ‘ pleasure " will counterbalance all 
this. 

I remember when a child there was nothing I loved to 
drink so well as milk punch, sweetened rum and water, 
etc., and no temperance argument ever struck me as forci- 
bly asthe one that plainly demon strated to my understanding 
that every drop of alchohol taken into the system was an 
injury to it. That it was a disease generator and a means 
of slow suicide, was what decided me to let it severely 
alone and became a practical teetotaler. 

It was precisely the same line of argument that caused me 
to become a convert to sexual teetotalism. The fact that 
every indulgence was so much taken from vital strength 
decided the day and.won the victory. 

A pure and happy love that yields to sexual indulgence 
for the sake of procreation can afford to lose a little for the 
greater good to be obtained. But a direct waste for mo- 
mentary gratification that only, increases desire and injures 
health at the same time, is reprehensible indeed in the wise, 
and sadly serrowfal to contemplate in the ignorant. 

A man givs of his own life to beget his child; he has a 
‘pure and holy joy in thus surrendering a portion of his own 


summates the act that shall make them parents. This isa 
pure and legitimate enjoyment, where the two are strong 
and vigorous mentally and physically. But a)l indulgence 
after conception is as. unnatural and unhealtby as to eat 
after thé appetite is satiated. To eat simply because food 
tastes good is à sin against nature, and it isthe same in the 
case of which I hav spoken. The setting hen and the im- 
pregnated female animal always repulse the male, as would 
be the case with all women did they liv pure, natural, and 
wholesome lives. Stimulated desires-and fostered passions 
are no rule to go by, but the results of violated functions 
are sure criterions of great Wrongs and greater igaorance. 
The indigestion, sick headache, vomiting, etc., that occur 
in the first months of preguancy are greatly due to the 
gexual intemperance indulged in, which is unnatural and 


unhealthful to both participants as well as to the embryotic 


life that is being generated. ‘Every act of indulgence that 
is not mutually desired is pernicious to both, and hence 
when the wife is pregnant the: husband is compelled to be 
continent as & matter of self-preservation. The wife having 
no natural desire makes the act one of injury to him as well 
as herself. Pregnant women whose husbands are away 
from home are generally far healthier during gestation than 
those whose husbands are always with them. Widows are 
proverbially healthier and more sweet tempered than wives. 
And the reverse would be the case were temperance and 
chastity the rule in married life. The wife whose husband 
feels for her a true, loving friendship, who cares more for 
her health and comfort than his own sensual gratification, 
and values her for her society, her sympathy, her compan- 
ionship, and real affection for himself, has a source of pure, 
sweet contentment the widow and unmarried cannot hav. 


She has one friend who is ever fond and ever true and is, 


her very own to love and be loved, not in lust and passion, 
but-with a higher and holier oneness of heart, mind, and 
soul. If children come to them they will not be misbegot- 
ten and undesired accidents, but the fruit of a wise, careful 
physiological generation growing out of pure, true love, and 
a high and holy purpose, : 

They will be born with their rightful inheritance of 
“ sound minds in sound bodies," and with desires and ten- 
dencies toward all that is great, good, and ennobling 
evolving from the'happy, healthful conditions that sur- 
rounded them in embryo. 

When continence brings all this and à million times more, 
igit not worth our while to teach it, practice it, liv it, and 
lawfully legislate for it ? . 

“ Ignorance is the evil and knowledge the remedy." And 
this knowledge of alphaism, of temperance, is the most de- 
Birable and most blessed of all knowledge now needed by 
the world. 

** The time has come to preach the soul, 
No meagre-spread, the manly whole; 
Let agitation come, Who fears? 
Weneed a flood, the filth of years 


Has gathered round us. Roll, then, on; 
. What cannot stand had best be gone.” 
‘Bnowville, Va, ELMINA D, SLENKER, 
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[From ihe Minneapolis Evening Journal.) 


The Case of Our Dr. Tanner in New York. 
WHAT DR, STOLZ HAS TO SAY ON THE SUBJECT. 


It is by this time generally known that Dr. Tanner, of 
Minneapolis, has again undertaken the difficult task of 
living without food forty days, this time under the immedi- 
ate watchfulness of a committee ef physicians of New 
York city. I would state here, for the benefit of Dr. Tan- 
ner, that I am personally aquainted with him and believe 
him to be honést in his convictions. He is a man of more 
than ordinary natural abilities, and has a good education. 
He is also a successful physician, when he devotes his time 
to the practice. He is of the vital mental temperament ; 
the vital slightly predominating over the mental, and this 
naturally makes him incline to take his ease. Yet when 
thoroughly aroused he is capable of much mental force, and 
is a fair success as a public speaker. There is, however, 
one trait of character that the doctor possesses largely in 
excess Over other people, which is, that he is capable of 
concentrating his whole mind on one thing at a time or on 
one subject of thought. He also has great will power cver 
self. All of his passions are subordinate to and under con- 
trol of his will, This last attribute he tells me, was mainly 
acquired by a constant effort of the will and years of prac- 
tice. This, then, enables him to liv a rort of an alternate 
life of the dual forces of both the body as well as the mind. 
It wil be admitted in this connection that we possess, 
strictly speaking, and in the philosophic and scientific 
sense, simply a dual sense. viz., the external, voluntary, or 
Corporeal sense, and the internal or non-corporeal sense, 
When the external sense is in full working order, the mate- 
rial of the body is rapidly consumed, but when this sense is 
at rest the involuntary sense alone consumes, comparativly, 
but little of the body. By the simple exercise of the will 
Dr, Tanner is enabled to order the corporeal or voluntary 
sense to rest, or to come on duty as the surrounding condi- 
tions may require it, At any time the doctor is enabled to 
go to sleep in à moment. 

Now it is a physiological fact that while we are asleep 
very little, if any, nourishment is required by the system. 
Whatever then suspends the voluntary activities of mind or 
body will prevent a consumption of the body, whether by 
natural sleep, mental control, or by other means. Cases 
may be cited of frequent occurrences in our inebriate asy- 
lums, effected by a peculiar insanity, who liv days, weeks, 
and even months, on very little food. Conditions of deep 
sorrow may suspend the voluntary powers, and persons hav 
lived many days in a sort of semi-consciousness o? life with- 
out eating or drinking. A case in point: A lady some years 
since came under my care, who while splitting kindling- 
wood, by accident cut wide open her great toe. The sight of 
blood and the pain together threw her into a mental condition 
that for more than three weeks she never partook of food. 
Narcotics and anesthetics are also means by which the vyol- 
untary nerves are quieted and thus the waste of the. body 
suspended and life may be prolonged for an incredible long 
time without food, "Trance, cataleptic, somnambulic, mes- 
meric, a8 the normal sleep, are states during which no food 
is required. The hibernating animals simply suspend the 
voluntary life and without food come out of their dens in 
the spring strong and plump. Spirituous liquors hav a 
similar effect, and this explains in part why an old drinker 
keeps plump and round, though vitality in his case may 
be consuming. 

Whatever then may bring about the above conditions are 


the means by which great feats may be accomplished in the 
way of fasting. Dr. Tanner has the power by his own will 
to susfend the voluntary function, and to à large extent he 
is able to do this even while he is conversing. He also can 
stop thinking, so while he walks he need not think, and 
vice versa, holding in subjection those of the sub-senses 
which otherwise might be unnecessarily activ, conserving 
thus much of his vitality as well as the tissues of the body. 
When Dr, Tanner acquires the power to suspend the vol- 
untary life for forty days he can come out with a losa of but 
two or three pounds of ficsh, and all this time without food. 
As it is now it will require great care to carry him through, 
and I hav above given the law. I believe if Dr. Tanner 
fails in his present experiment it wil be mainly due to the 
fact of being watched, physicians examining his pulse, 
temperature of his body, eic., and the many visitors, alto- 
gether, creating an undue excitement of the voluntary 
sense, using material of the body which under other and 
more favorable circumstances might be preserved. There 
is no doubt but that he went through his forty days’ fast a 
few years ago.all right and honestly. To this effect we hav 
also the statement of Dr. Moyer, who was Dr. Tanner’s 
physician at the time, and Dr. Moyer is a scientific physi- 
cian, and his veracity has never been questioned. ., 
J, Broxz, M.D, 


Book Notices. 

To THE Eprrog oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: ‘Love 
Ventures,” like ‘‘ Cupid’s Yokes,” has a very deceiving title. 
I supposed it only a series of love tales, whereas the perusal 
of it shows it to be a clever and amusing satire on the man- 
ners and customs, as well as the religion aad politics, of 


our country. It is hygienic, Infidel, and humorous, reminds : 


one greatly of *' Gulliver's Travels,” though on a smaller 
and simpler scale, It is readable, laughable, interesting, 
and able. The writer closes with this appeal : 


May a kind providence turn the hearts of enough of you 
to buy this book so that I may get away from, you, 
and sail the seas again, to seek the fair land of Aliunde, so 
far away beyond the blue evening skies, Coova and my 
little boy wait for me. 


I hav just read ‘‘An Outline of the French Revolution,” 


by our busy and activ worker W. 8, Bell, and contrary to 
my expectations found it a readable little work, I hav 


dipped into several histories of this revolution, but never 


had patience and perseverence to read one of them all 
through before. But Mr. Bell has, with his usual tact and 
simple directness, written the subject up in such straight- 
forward way as to lead the reader right on to the consum- 
mation before he has time to think the subject dull or unin- 
teresting. — . 

That the people had great cause to fight for their rights 
I will show by one litile item from the book before me : 

.So onerous were the burdens of the peasant that had he 
been asked, * What is the chief end of man ?” his answer 
would undoubtedly hav been, “To pay taxes and tithes.” 
Even the peasant’s salt is taxed, and not only that but he is 


bound to take a certain quantity every year, which he may: 


not use except under pfescribed conditions, One example 
will suffice. Should she buy some salt for his soup and 
economiz2 part of it to pickle a piece of pork, the tax col- 
Jectors are down on him.. His pork is confiscated, and the 
fiue is three hundred francs, "The salt must be used for the 
purpose for which it was bought. Should he take a pail of 
sea water to boil down its brine, he incurs a fine of forty 
francs. . 


I hav received “The Jamieson-Ditzler “Debate,” and 
think it is a valuable addition to a library of Liberal litera- 
ture. Jamieson proves to the satisfaction of all unbiased 
thinkers that “ the Bible is merely a human production and 
abounds in contradictions, and conflicts with science,” and 
that the Christian religion and the Bible tend to immorality 
and the injury of society; while the Rev. Mr. Ditzler prob- 
ably proves the contrary to the satisfaction of those who 
hav “imbibed theology with their mothers’ milk” and are 
“to the manor born.” 

Both Christian and Infidel will find food for thought in 
this interesting little volume, which is published and sold 
for the small sum of fifty cents in paper and seventy-five 
cents in cloth, by our indefatigable and ever-earnest editor, 
Mr. D. M. Bennett, who has given to the world the largest 
amount of Liberal volumes ever offered by any individual 
in the same number of years. Liberals will please purghase, 
and thus secure a good book and encourage a wise worker 
for worth and *' worldliness,” whose glorious motto is, One 
world at a time, and that well lived. 

July 11, 1880, ErMrINA DRAKE SLENKER. 


——— — tà ———————— 


Freethinkers’ Convention. 


It was intended to hav the Freethinkers’ Convention held 
four days. ending on Bunday, but by mistake it was called 
for Sept. 1st. To correct the error the Convention will 
commence Sept. ist and end on Sunday evening Sept 5th; 
it will therefore hold five days, the eame as last year, There 
will be speakers enough to occupy the whole time. 

H. L. GREEN. 


— ——— 


“ Immensity of the Stars." 


Compared with stellar immensity, how infinitesimal we 
seom t 

Infinitesimal as we seem, we are part and parcel of this 
stupendous universe. 

- Yo find the Sublime Architect of this stupendous universe, 
we'v no need to ransack the immensity of space, nor worlds 
innumerable. We find the eternal DuaD in our own wee 
selvs, either of which, taken separately, is but half a God 
—or half a man. 

The unity of the two moieties, on the ever-ascending 
grade, reaching to the sublime center of all vitality, is the 
aspiration, the desideratum, of sll purity-loving souls, espe- 
cially in this age of mental expansion, PRENTISS. 
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j : FLORIDA, O., July 12, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Please find inciosed $3 for 
"which send me the ** works of Thomas Paine "(as advertised 
in Tax TRUTH SEEKER. 

Thay 8 great amount of admiration for the noble woman, 
Elmina D. Slenker, and hope to read many of her useful 
and beautiful thoughts. ; 

lam anxious to see the discussions upon Spiritualism. 
We hav witnessed some of the manifestations and hav thus 
far been unable to account for them in aby other way than 

` through intelligences that once were activ in living physi- 
cal bodies. Respectfully, | G. W. PARBY. 


East DUBUQUE, ILL., July 12, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: I nav again returned to this 
place for a short time. Health not good. I hav read some 
three or four numbers of THE TRUTH SEEEKER with much 
jinterest, and consider that you hav thus far completely van- 
quished your enemies. And the late one in the form of 
Dr. J. Holland, and beneath what I would wish to calla 
man has by his wicked, uncalled-for attack, destitute of 
facts and abounding in falsehood, placed himself as low on 
the scale of depravity as à murdering Modoc or & midnight 
assassin and brought execration ypon his name by thou- 
sands and tens of thousands of men far better than it ig pot- 
sible such a wretch as he ever was or can be, A man that 
will needlessly injure a good, moral, truthful, industrious, 
and prudent man, shutting his eyes to all truth, misrepre- 
senting and refusing to be corrected, and refusing his in- 
jured and innocent victim to be heard, deserves universal 
execration. I was highly pleased with friend York's letter 
and can indorse it, Your reply to Inquirer and Mr. Mair 
was splendid, as good and correctly given as it is possible. 
X can respond to it all except a belief in a Spiritual exist- 
ence; not having received evidence sufficient to establish a 
belief snd having witnessed phenomena that I could not 
account for, belief remains in abeyance; though I can 
say with you that I love the Spiritual philosophy and hope 
it is true, ‘also that I love rational Spiritualists for their tol- 
erance, charity, and love for humanity. That mind is mat- 
ter is evident to me. I can furnish incontestible evidence 
that I hav caused individuals to fall into a deep sleep for 
five hours in the space of three minutes after having turned 
my mind or attention upon them, myself in the office and 
the patient one mile from me, Also relieved severe pain 
in the same manner. 

I was pleased to learn that you had determined to repre- 
sent this country ih the Liberal Congress at Brussele, That 
looks like business. Borrow the money if not enough be 
contributed before you leave. No man upon this continent 
-ig more deserving of such a tour, to enable you to recuperate 
the vitality lost in a Christian prison, for defending the 
rights of American citizens, I herewith inclose you the 
five dollars pledged, and should it appear that your Liberal 
friends are not libera] onough to contribute sufficient un- 
der the five-dollar call (I feel confident they are), I will 
further pledge $10 or $20 more to meet the deficiencies, on 
your return. Be back in season to attend the Liberal 
League Congress. Important business will be presented for 
its attention, Fraternally and truly your friend, f 

; D. R. Burt. 


Lone LAKE, Miny., July 12, 1880. 
D. M. BenneTT, Dear Sir: I send you one dollar toward 
meeting your expenses in going to Europe, please accept 
it as a promise of good things to come, when I hav more 


money. T 
The first volume of the ‘‘God&and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times " came to handWall right. I value it very 
highly. I love Tum TRUTH SEEKER more than ever, 
Hope you will go to Brussels and hav a good time: 
Yours truly, W. ARCHIBALD. 


: Waco, Tex, July 6, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Friend: Please do not overlook 
the villainous attack made upon you in the editorial depart- 
ment of the last number (July) of Seribner's Monthly. Giv 
‘the hypocritical scamp such a beating as will teach him not 
to go out of his way to vilify and slander such men as 
Elizur Wright and yourself. The editor of a magazine that 
has a million readers has no right to be ignorant and men- 
dacious, and I sincerely hope that you will giv him such a 
lashing through the columns of your paper as wili teach him 
to beware of how he allows Comstock and his images to 
use him for their cowardly and dastardly purposes. 
Yours truly, R. W. PARE, 
LowELL, Nzs., July 9, 1880. 
DEAR FRIEND BENNETT: Iam glad to see that you are 
determined to go to Europe. I pledge myself for one dol- 
lar toward defraying your expenses. I trust you will hava 
good time and see all the sights. I will just remind you of 
&few of the many sights which Isaw while in London: 
British Museum, National Gallery, Tower of London, that 
old relic of barbarism where many a noble man has lost his 
head only for daring to hav wn opinior, St Pauls, West- 
minster Abbey, House of Commons, the Times printing- 
office, Kensington Museum, the Albert Memorial, Madam 
Tassaud’s, Crystal Palace, and, above all, if you can possi- 
biy spare the time, go down to Hampton Court Palace, and 
go by one of the old four-in-hand stage coaches. Now one 
more and I am done. Go to Barclay & Perkin’s brewery. 
When you go there be sure to put on an elastic vest, for you 
. Will come out about four inches bigger than when you went 
in. Don’t be afraid of the swelling, for it will go down 
again and you will feel better. Yours for trutb, 
| G. Gray. 


“BEWARE OF DOGS,” 


BEBLIN, N. J., July 12, 1880. 

FRIEND BENNETT: I hav just been reading your article 
headed '' Wrongs Too Oft Repeated,” and want to say to 
you not to worry yourself about what Dr. Holland, Serib- 
ner's Monthly, or any other writer or paper says about you, 
but rest assured it will all ultimate in spreading the truth 
the same as your unjust imprisonment and other persecu- 
tions hav. 

Fifty-seven years ago I saw the rottenness and corruption 
of the Churcher, and went forth to expose them, and that 
has been the chief labor of my life. I often traveled on 
foot from meeting to meeting, sending on appointments in 
advance, and ofientimes in my travels worthless dogs 
would run out asd bark at me. If I ha stopped to throw 
stones at the curs they wouid only hav yelped and snarled 
she more, and the whole family, perhaps the whole neigh- 


borhood, would hay rushed out to stone me; but by passing | most bitter enemies of Liberalism, 


f^3 
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on without noticing the curs they would soon get weary of 
barking and lie down again to sleep till the next traveler 
came along. You must remember that every church has a 
watch-dog or snarling cur, and so pass on and take no notice 
of them except When they come near enough to get a good 
lick at them, as you hav at Holland, and soon you will be 
able to pursue your journey in peace. Always remember 
{hat truth will finally triumph, for this will giv you courage 
with which one can Chase a thousand and two put ten thou- 
sand to flight. Yours for truth and right, 
Tas Dear HERMIT. 


THE AMERICAN BASTILE. 


Immortalized Bennett, triumphant ascended 
From orthodox dungeons to liberty's tbrone. 
The freedom Of man you hav boldly defended,. 
And conquered our Ohristian oppressors—alone. 
Now on the battledeld, 
Where the tried veteran's yield, 
You won the fresh laurels that circ.e your brow. 
But on the plains of peace, . 
Bade persecution cease, 
We approve, we applaud, we welcome you now, 
True sons like our fathers, will never be slaves, 
While the earth bears & plant, and the sea rolls its Waves. 


We glvall men freedom. We claim the same blessing. 
This is the grand boon we bestow, and we crave; ` 
This only inheritance worth our possessing, 
Is always the gift of the noble and brave, 
ike the grand Thomas Paine, 
We all tyrants disdain. ; 
Myths, falsehoods, and bigots, we truly despise. 
Lot itbe understood 
That man’s infinit good, 
Freedom, honor, and happiness, duly we prize. 
We sons of brave fathers will never be slaves, 
While the eartn bears & plant and the sea rolls its waves. 


Sir, upward and onward—our freedom defending 
To glory, and honor. and fame, you arise; 
And like the bold eagle still higher ascending 
To that elevation which truth-seekers prize. 
We do swear to be free, 
On the land and the «6a, 
False creeds and false Christians with truth we assail, 
We may fill loyal graves, 
But will never be slaves, 
While the star-spangled banner shall float on the gale, 
Brave sons of brave fathers will never be slaves 
While the earth bears a plant, and the sea roils its Waves, 


All Freethinkers rally! your duty demands it, 
Be true to the last to our country and man, 
Our tried and exp: rienced grand hero commands it, 
Our loyal feld. marshal again in the van. : 
To the bastile when led, 
] How our stricken hearts bled! 
But truth was our trust when Christ's thunders did rear, 
Btili the truth we defend, 
2 From beginning to end, A 
Fight it out on this line” till oppression is o'er. 
True sons of Columbia will never be slaves. . 
While the earth bears a Plant, and the sea rolls its waves, 


"We hav won many battles. Oncs they would burn us. 
Inquisitions and tortures forever are past, 
I$ Protestants dare they would certainly burn us, 
onsign us where anguish forever wouid last. 
Science, mercy, and truth, 
Although yet in their youth, 
A veto hav put upon torture and pain. 
Once our conntry was free, 
And again it will be, 
American freedom forever shall reign. 
The sons of brave fathers will never be slaves, 
While the earth bears a plant and the sea rolls its waves, 


Dear brave loyal Bennett—our country’s protection, 
Wegiv you our rights and our freedom in trust, 
Forever you’ll liv in man’s fondest affection, 
When all Christian tyrants hav moidered to dust. 
To ineffable skies, - 
hen your spirit shall rise, 
Sweet flowers of memory fll every breast, 
Persecution endured. 
And our freedom secured, 
In all coming time in the land you hav blest. 
, True sons of Columbia will never be slaves, 
While the earth bears a piant, and the soa rolls its waves, 


Very respectfully yours, © E. N, KINGSLEY, 


MILLVILLE, June 28, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I am glad you hav got home 
again to attend to your business. I think it must be grati- 
fying to you the way your friends received you oa your 
return home from prison, I hope you may continue to liv 
many years yet, and so spread broadcast the freedom of 
speech. I hav read your paper since its commencement, 
and hav been well satisfied with it in all things, and I hav 
done all I could to sustain it. I am in my sixty-fourth year, 
and am very feeble. I think my days are drawing to a 
close. I never enjoyed very good health. I hope. you may 
hav a pleasant trip to Europe. I wouid be glad tosend you 
a few dollars, but I am not able, - 


D. VANVALKENBURG. 


——— 


. ALTON, ILL., July 6, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I hav several times noticed 
an effort of some of our Liberal friends to drag the 
noble TRUTH SEEKER into the support of the Democratic 
party, and hav before protested against this, and now again 
will I enter my protest, and I wili not do this without some 
reasons. Friend Wakeman pitches out in his letter to Mr. 
Green with the common general abuse of the Republican 
candidate, Gen. Garfield, for President, All the good men 
died with Washington, Jefferson, and others, and now he 
would hav us believe that all our public mén are a set of 
thieves. I despise this kind of stuff, and am astonished at 
aman of Mr. Wakeman’s ability and Liberal ideas to in- 
dulge in such. I can and do condemn President Hayes’ 
course a8 Cowardly and mean in the extreme, not only in 
refusing Mr. Bennetts pardon when he knew he was wrong- 
fully imprisoned, but I also condemn him and so did nearly 
every Republican for his cowardly act-in surrendering the 
states of South Carolina and Louisiana to the power of the 
bulldozers, when he knew that if these states were not 
Republican he was not the rightful President ; but then I 


say Republicans in general condemn him for this act of in- | 


justice and cowardice, while Democrats applauded it. 
Why, in the name of all that is good, should all Liberals 
be unceremonious!y turned over to the Democrats? What 
has this party done to merit our support? They clung to 
and fostered slavery, and when our own Ingersuil went be- 
fore a Democratic committee with 70,000 petitioners for the 
amendment or abolition of the iniquitous Comstock law, 
how did they treat him? I believe with contempt. Why 
has not a Democratic Congress, with a large majority in 
each House, repealed or amended that obnoxious law ? 
Why?lask. Will Mr. Wakeman tell us? Ican answer. 
Because the great majority of their constituents ate the 
most intense Christians in this or any other couatry, name- 
ly, the Catholics, Why shail we expect more of this class 
than of the more liberal, if we say the Christian element? 
I admire Leland's a 
not expect every Libéral to march into the ranks of the 


ithe mouse? No, gentlemen, that won't do, aud you hav 


| Liberalism in the strong enslaving the weak ? No, friend 


casm and sharp Cuts, but he must; 


Now let us look around us, and what we see there is apt 
to be a fair index to the balance like situated, Last sum- 
mer, When Mr. Bennett was sent to the Albany prison, I 
took some pains to enlarge the subscription of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. I beliove the whole list was eighteen. Two, and 
only two, are Democrats; all the rest are Republicans, 
Besides-this, I know a goodly number that for one reason 
or other did not take TAR TRUTA SEEKER, yet every one of 
them’are Republicans, Nor do I know a single Democrat, 

; save the two referred to, and one of them is a strong Spirit- 
ualist, that are Liberals. ` : 

Now, in the face of all this, why is the mountain to go to 


already damaged the circulation of THE TRura SEEKER 
! by such propositions, published, at least, without protest, 
‘ Now I say this, name the Liberal for President as such, and 
: I am ready and willing to vote for him, I will go as far as 
' the next man for the new party. What principles shall be 
| clearly set forth ? Taxation of all church property, no ež- 
emption of so-called ministers from any duty that others 
are required to perform, repeal of the Sunday*laws, and 
many other important things. I say, giv us & candidate 
Standing squarely on these principles, and Iam ready to 
abandon all old party ties and go with them, but don't, for 
heaven's sske, ask me to join a party whose Véry corner- 
stone a few years ago was that of slavery. Is there any 


Wakeman, neither you nor our good friend Leland eau 
carry the sixteen subscribers here to the two on thie other 
side. There is neither sense nor. logic in it, and we will not 
go, believing as we do, that notwithstanding Comstock, 
Benedict & Co., there are mots liberty-loving men in the Re- 
publican ranks than than there are in the Damocratic, thera- 
tore it would be foolish to jump out of the frying-pan iato 
the fire. What would be gained? No, let us advocate & 
new party or let party alone, Yours truly. : 
i D. R. BPABES. 


. ALTONA, ILL., July 12, 1880, ' 

Bro. BENNETT : ''Letno man call God his father and not 
every man his brother." Could I freely communicate my 
thoughts to paper, I would express my thanks to Bro. : 
Judas Comstock for the great good he has been the means 
of doing to the cause of Freethought and the liberty of 
speech and press, 

But for the persecution of Heywood I should never hav 
cared to hav ordered the visionary ‘‘ Cupid,” which I re- 
ceived by due course of mail, lt has had a very wide cir- 
culation and been read by hundreds of my friends, both 
Christians as well as truth-seekers, 

What better course could Comstock hav taken to adver: 
tise Infidel publications than in your imprisonment? Surely 
none, for by it thoussnds hav had their minds called or 
turned to investigate the case, and must perforce decide 
upon the justice or great injustice in the premisee, and will 
render unto Cesar the things that are Ceesar’s, and to the 
devil the things that are the devil’s, L, K. Mooxnx. 


. WILLIAMSTOWN, Mica, July 9, 1880. 

My Dear Bennett, My Much Hsteemed Friend: Allow 
an aged man to intrude on your valuable time in reading a 
few lines of unimportant matter. 1 will introduce myself 
as an aged man of 82 years. I wasa Methodist in my un- 
sophisticated days, next a Freethinker, and, since the ad- 
vent of modern Spiritualism, hav been a candid, honest in- 
vestigator of its phenomena, its facts. and its lessons to 
humanity. I was always tolerant and Liberal in sentiment, 
so that: when heroes like Paine, Bennett, and a host of 
other illustrious braves stepped boldly to the frost and prc- 
claimed the gospel of liberty to every man, woman, and 
enid, I felt like buckling on my armor and battling for the 
right, 

Since the nominations, I am asked, Which candidate will 
you vote for? I answer, Neither of them, unless he will 
guarantee to his constituents before election that he will 
carry out a part at least of the demands laid down in the 
Liberal League platform. I will vote for the candidate that 
the Liberals as a body vote for. 

Iam, fraternally, your true friend, 
GEORGE STEWART. 


OscEOZA, Iowa, July 15, 1880. 

D. M. BExNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed find $1 toward 
detraying expenses of a delegate to the Congress t» be held 
in Europe. I am glad you hav decided.to attend, and hope 
it may become ansannual meeting. It would hav been a 
great mistake to hav refused the invitation there. Such 
names as Wright, Rawson, Wakeman, Leland, Bennett, 
Frothingham, etc., and I bad almost said Walker, of Iowa, 
to make up the number, would well represeut our cause. 
You may think Iowa is too obscure to be represented in 
Europe, but wait a bit, and we shall some day not be 80. 
obscure as might now be imagined, 

There are Occasional meetings in Europe that are em- 
blematical of advancing civilization and giv hope for the 
future. That at Geneva to arbitrate on the Alabama ques- 
tion. At the same place, and later at Brussels, a Peace 
Congress met to try and adjust national differences by arbi- 
tration instead of war, And now soon an Interuational 
Liberal Congress will be held. -Such moves are cheering, 
and giv hope for the future. . 

Permit me, Mr. Bennett, to congratulate you ou your 
proposed philanthropic mission, for which you are in many 
respects qualified. Whilst many may taik of liberty, you - 
are one that has felt the loas of it. F. J. Emary, 


Oak Grove, Wis , July 8, 1880 
D. M BzsNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find three dol- 
lars. Ihav been taking THE TRUTH SEEKER for over one 
year, and like it very well. I don’t see how I can do with- 
outit, I like the brave and fearless course you are taking 
in defense of right, truth, and justice, i 
Hoping that you will prosper in spite of opposition, as 
you hav inthe past, I remain, as ever, © | Yours truly, 
D. T, WoopwonTz. 


OapzN, Uran, July 3, 1880. 
D. M. BxwmNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed please fiad P. O. 
order for three dollars from the Ogden Liberal League, No. 
95. We want you to go to Brussels, I hope itis not too 
late. Yours truly, Jonw A. Jost, Bec. 
| BELVIDERE, ILL., Juno 27, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: In looking over your 
paper this morning my eye fell on the article about the 
Brussels Congress. I hav been thinking every day of 
sending along a little aid, and now 1 see it is time to make 
the effort. Laclosed please fied one dollar. 

My wife and four children all wish to be remembered to 
yourself and estimable lady, and should you ever visit this 
section of country our house will be open to welcome you. 


The Truth Seeker, July 95, 188g. 


Ret 


We all feel a greatinterest in your welfare. We are looking 
forward to the convention which is to be held at Hornelis- 
ville with great interest, it being only twenty miles east of 
us, Hope to meet you there. Hoping that you will obtain 
funds necessary to take you over the water, I remain, $ 
_. Your friend and well-wisher, J. Y. CROSBY, 


zm FREDERICA, Iowa, July 5, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: I take this mehdi to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of the first volume of the ** Gods and 
Heligions of Avocient and.Modern Times" I am well 
pleased with it, and think it a book of great worth. I shall 
want the second volume soon. f 


Yours respectfully, N. J. Moors. 


| Key West, FLA., June 28, 1880. 
Fenn BENNETT: Your friends here are very glad to 
know that you are in your sanctum again. Peterson, Payne, 
and Abbot took the part of Comstock against the rights or 
the people; but the people soon got sick of them and their 
papers. I feel glad that you were not pardoned out of the 
Christian bastile Dy the President, for it goes to show him 
up in a Christian spirit. I wonder how much Howard 
Crosby gave Mrs. Hayes for keepiag you in prison until the 

énd of your term Yours, JAMES PRIsE, 


. Brooxtyrn, N., Y., July 10, 1880. 
To THE EDITOR OF Tsm TRUTA SEEKER: The Merrick 
(L. I) Liberal grove meetings are discontinued this summer 
' in consequence of Mr. Hyatt’s absence from his farm and 
residence in Brooklyn; but at Belmore, the first station be- 
yond Merrick, on the Southside railroad, a series of fort- 
nightly Liberal meetings hav been inaugurated by a few 
staunch Liberals and Spiritualists, to be continued probably 
through July and August, at Liberal-Hall. Captain Smith 
and the Messrs. Jackson and Lee are the main movers in the 
matter. The Liberals hav a small but comfortable ball of 
their own, and notwithstanding a very powertul church 
influence—of course very adverse to the meetings—are de- 
termined, if possible, to carry them through successfully, 
The next meeting will be held next Sunday, July 18 b, at 
2.30 P. M., when the writer will speak on the topic, “ From 
Rome to Reason,” after which free discussion by the audi- 
ence. The Liberals in that section, I believe, nearly all take 
your paper, and if you will kindly publish this notice, which 
{ send at tue suggestion of one of its patrons, the friends 
throughout that vicinity will be made more generally aware 
of the meetings. Yours very respectfully, 
: ' W. C. Bowrn. 


; KEENE, Micu., July 10, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I like your paper ve:y much. 
Iam a Liberal in every sense of the word. I believe in free 
speech, tree press, free mails, free trade, and free religion, 
l detest the *'believe or be damned” doctrine as I du the 
hypocritical, ranting blatherskites that proclaim it from 
pulpits bought and paid for with the hard-earned money of 
the honest poor. - [consider the clergy of to-day as public 
vampires and leeches, who are sucking the best blood of the 
world. Iam called an Infidel. Now, I think that he is the 
Infidel who goes about traducing God and preaching lies for 
hire, I hav been watching Abbot, Bundy & Co., including 
Comstock, and I fail to see any difference in them. I think 
just'as much of one as of the other. In my estimation they 
are & mean, contemptible pack. 
Inclosed please find postal order for three dollars. 
Yours fraternally, C. L., Frost. 


z ALEXANDER, ILL, 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir : My subscription to your paper 
will soon be out; but I can’t do without the paper. Keep 
right on, without fear of Bundy, Abbot, Comstock, Bene: 
dict, and the orthodox hell, for ‘‘truth crushed to earth will 
rise again.” I glory in your moral courage, and hope that 
after you hav represented us well at Brussels you will re- 
turn to the helm and steer the ship of truth as before. I 

will soon send you 4n order for renewal. 
Yours truly, Dan ILGENFRITZ. 


THE DALLES, OR., July 1, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Oa account of the detention 
of my papers in the post-5flice I only now read of the pro- 
posed convention of Liberals in Europe. Mr. Bennett, the 
noble martyr for the past year in the sacred cause of Free- 
thought, must be one to represent us there. I send my mite, 
75 cents, toward Mr. and Mrs. Bennett (who hav suffered 
almost a martyrdom) going to Europe. Also please find 
inclosed $1 from Mr. George Piumb, and 25 cents from 
Mr, J. Weeks for the same object. Fraternally. 
2 ANNIE EVEREST. : 


Lonvon, Mo., June 16, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed find $3 00 for which 
send me THE TRUTH SEEKER. I hav been borrowing, but 
ag this is cheating the printer and adding nothing to the 
cause, I must fall in line with that great army whose tread 
is shaking the life out of superstition, Remember the fable 
of the lion and the skunk and as you are undoubtedly the 
lion you can well afford to let your traducers enjoy alone 

the perfumes they hav raised. \ 
Gro. W. May, M.D. 


Please address in full as above, 

' VINELAND, N. J., July 2, 1880. 

D.M. BENNETT, Sir; Inclosed please find post-oftice order 
for $10.00; three for renewal of subscription to 'ZRUTH 
SEEKER to John Gage, Vineland, N. J.; five for ‘ The 
Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times," and 
twoto help you on your journey to Brussels. l am glad 
you are going; think it will do you good ; hope when you 
return you will be 80 thoroughly well of dyspepsia that you 
wil not want to quarrel with anyone and will not allow 
yourself to do so, no matter what may be said or written 
concerning you. It seems to me you could afford to rest 
your whole case with the people now. I know you hav 
thoughts to giv us that are worth a thousandfold more than 
anything you can say in regard to A. B. C. & Co. 

** Let us hav peace,” let others malign, you keep to your 
work, not be turned aside for anything. . 

Yours in the truth, ConTIA Gaaz. 


[Many thanks to our good and fair friend, for her patron- 
&ge, her generosity, and also her friendly suggestions and 
hints. We are not specially fond of quarreling but do con- 
sider it our right and duty to expose villainy and falsehood 
wherever found. We are willing to leave everything to our 
generous intelligent readers.—Ep, T, 8.] 


LOUDONVILLE, N. Y., July 2, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: lnclosed please find $2.50, 
balance due for the two volumes of tbe Gods and Relig- 


|upon the result of your work while in prison. 


| that trip and the recreation. 


lons" Iam well pleased with the first volume, and doubt 
not I -shall like the second also, aud I think the work is 
calculated to do great good. You should be congratulated 


will certainly prove itself a shell of wonderfully destructiv 
power in the orthodox fort. . 

Iam in favor of your going to Brussels. You deserve 
Besides, I for one consider 
you & Very fit person to represent-the true Freethinkers and 
Rationalists of this country—Abbot, Bundy & Oo. to the 
contrary notwithstanding, . 

I was well acquainted with the father of Arthur, the 
Republican nominee for vice-president.. He was a Baptist 
of the hard-shell type, and preached that only through 
faith in Jesus and baptism by immersion could any one be 


‘saved from eternal damnation, and that he that was not 


quite saved, no matter how good, was completely damned. 
1 know notning about the son personally, but if President 
Hayes was justifiable in causing his expulsion from the 
New York Custom House I cannot see how he can be con- 
sidered a suitable candidate for the vice-presidency of this 
nation, f 

May you hav a plearaut trip, and arrive home safe in due 
time. Yours truly, F. E, ASPINWALL, M.D. 


: SALEM, NEB , July 8, 1880. 

Mr, D. M, BENNETT: I see by the tag on my paper that 
my time paid for is úp on the first of July. Inclosed please 
find postal order for $1 50 to go on my subscription, Bro, 
Bennett, were I a good speller I would write a few lines for 
the Liberal public, but I will only drop you a few lines of a 
private nature, with the hope that you will do my writing 
in your paper. However, I could not object to Wakeman 
and Leland doing part of it, for I think T. B. Wakeman one 
of the most calm and profound thinkers.in this nation, 
especially in law and politics, I would rather vote for him 
for president than for any man in the nation. It is probable 
I may hav the chance some time in the future. I think you 
and he take the right course in recommending the Liberals 
to vote for Hancock, Liberals need not look longer to the 
Republicans for justice or mercy. But the Liberals can 
make their power felt, and obtain what the Republicans are 
not-willing to grant us. After that, all parties would be 
ready to listen to our reasonable demands. If the Liberals 
will stick together they can change the administration 
whenever they want to, J think if you and old father 
Wright, Wakeman, Leland, Greep, and a few others, could 
agree in this matter and bring it before the Liberals in its 
proper light it would be a grand success. ‘If we could make 
the Republicans see that we helped to defeat them it would 
bring them back to first principles. 

Giv my respects to Macdonald. Hoping you will consider 
this matter calmly, I remain, as ever, your friend and 
brother, . H. B. Gist. 


WHAT SHALL WE DO TO BE SAVED ? 
i PirresurGH, PA., July 4, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I will take the above words 
for my text, and endeavor to make a few remarks concern- 
ing the general welfare of the human family. One hundred 
and four years ago our nation declared her independence of 
the British government and founded this government upon 
the prirciples of liberty. Since then times hav changed. 
Men hav forgotten the price liberty cost; they hav united 
and formed political rings, and hav hoodwinked the com- 
mon people to gain their votes ; and public officers, instead 
of becoming servants of the people, and working for the 
general weltare of all, hav combined and declared themselvs 
rulers, and by so doing hav trampled beneath their feet 
every principle of a republican form of government. They 
hav joined hands with the clergymen, who hav no right to 
meddle with secular affairs, and are tryivg to force religion 
upon the nation, when all past history goes to prove that 
every such attempt has brought most serious disaster to the 
people. 

This being our condition as a nation, the question natu- 
rally arises, What shall we do to be saved ? 

Wil quarreling with one another through the Liberal 
papers about our different views of a hereafter save us? 
No. We hav Ingersoll playing the part of John the Bap. 
tiet, preaching liberty. We also hav D. M, Bennett, with 
his powerful pen, striving to liberate us from bondage. As 
& publisber the world cannct show his equal. Liberal 
friends, may I point you to him as the savior in the present 
crisis ? Do you doubt his sincerity? I point you to his 
martyrdom in Albany. Do you doubt his ability ? I point 
you to his numerous publications. . Do you doubt his will- 
ingness ? I point you tu his publie career for the past few 
years, Now, with all these assurances before you, why not 
come to the rescue? I move that we do a little more laying 
and not so much cackling, Mr, Bennett has said he could 
borrow the means to attend the Brussels Congress. Let 
every Liberal that can raise something, if it is but twenty- 
five cents, If you hav not the means at hand, pledge it 
within the year 1880 I will giv half a dollar; who will do 
likewise ? Here is a good chance for the Young Men's 
Christian Association to get rid of their foe, Let them con- 
tribute a few hundred dollars to defray his expenses, and 
then ask their God to sink the ship and drown him on his 
way, Ringin, boys! I'll bet he'll do it for you. 

Now, frienda of liberty, if you wish to be saved from the 
hand of the religious tyrant, don't be afraid to put your 
trust in Bennett. Help him off to Brussels, and it may do 
much good to Liberalism in America. I think he should 
take his wife with him too. What do you think about it, 
brother Liberais ? Yours fraternally. 

Wa, N. RIDINGER. 


A LITTLE THOUGHT ON HELL. 


New York, July 7, 1880. 
D. M. Bennerr, Dear Friend: It is not often we think of 
such a place, but the Bible says there is a hell-fire full of 
burning sulphur or brimstone, and if we doubt it we will- 
surely find out the truth in the case by being forced into it 
against our will, T 
Let us see if there isa hell, It seems to me that there are 
&few people whom I hav heard of who would like to be 
general-in-chief of & hel) long enough to hav D. M. Bennett, 
B. F. Underwood, and R. G. Ingersoll stretched on a rack 
or burnt to ashes. . We know John Calvin will liv always, 
for he was sppointed to burn an Infidel by a mob of devils, 
and for that he will always be remembered in the minds of 
prorressiv people as a villain. You, Satan, where art thou? 
You, hell, show your spark. We defy any hell except the 
one made by the hands of Christians, who are always ready 
to make & hell for Infidela because their forefathers did. 
The burning of Servetus is the best proof of no hell outside 
of Christianity. If it were possible that a man could liv in 
fire always, and not burn up the natural conditions of his 
tesent.existence would become so changed after death that 
jn time hell would become one of the most delightful cli- 


The work! 


mates imaginable. It is illogical to say a man could burn 
eternally without getting used to it, Life is organization of 
matter, and hence fire destroys it. 

I don’t care about dying to get to other worlds, This is 
the only one that really interests me. I may go to the Chris- 
tiau planet hell after death, but I hav not madeup my mind 
yet. Ihav nothing to say about heaven except that if [ go 


there I will go prospecting for gold under the plank walk of l 


the great city. They say there are lots of gold in that city, 
even the walks are gold, and if that is so they are in pretty 
good financial circumstances. One world ata time if you 
please. J. H. CORYELL, 


Yanxton, DA , July 11, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Although you are a stranger 
to me, THE TRUTH SEEKER Comes to my house every week, 
and has for the past three years, and I must say it has be- 
come indispensable to me. It first began to break the bread 
of life to me in Connecticut, my native state, and since I 
migrated to Virginia and settled in the mountains of the 
Shenandoah, I could not liv without it. I want some of 
your books very badly, and if f liv the year out shall hav 
some of them. I must say that we here, inthisenterprising 
colony from Connecticut, hav been struggling hard for the 
past eighteen months ; but we begin to see light, and I do 
assure you 88 soon as a dollar can be spared you shall hav it. 
Before I left Connecticut I had given for the church, in the 
nine years before, over onë hundred dollars a year for the 
support of the Christian people; but I say plainly that if I 
liv nine years more I shall try to make amends for the folly 
of the past. While the doors of the penitentiary were 
closed upon you, how I longed to send you aid in the shape 
of funds, and how I hav longed to do for the cause you es- 
pouse, and which has become my own! It makes me feal 
that all Liberals are brothers, Although the crash of 1873 
and the bankrupt law were taken advantage of by the 
church, and Christians led me to this enterprise, it all may 
be for the best, for now the prospect looks brighter, Al- 
though we are in the woods, teu miles from any railroad, I 
am surrounded by friends. 
climate and water being the best, why should we not be 
happy? Yours respectfully, E. D. Roor. 


JASPER, FLA., June 14, 1880. 

Bro, BENNETT: Allow me, through your columns, to call 
the attention of the Liberals of Florida to the following quo- 
tation from Bro. Green's Liberal League items: 

t Let every Liberal friend everywhere understand that the 
committeeman who represents their state is the head-center 
of the movement in the state or territory—the one to hav the 
general supervision of the work; that be should, in fact, not 
only be that, and do that, but should be a Liberal lecture 
bureau in himself for his state: and our Liberal friends 
should not ask him to do all this work for nothing and pay 
his own expenses, but each Liberal of the state should con- 
tribute something for his support,” 

I fully indorse the position of E. Campfield, com mittee- 
man.of Kansas, who says: 

** Hereafter I shall reply to no letters relating to the work 
in this state, unless the writers inclose return postage, offi. 
cers and members of the commi!tees alone eccepted, It ig 
not right or just that those who do the work should be com- 
pelled to bear all expenses attendant upon this work, and I 
trust that each committeeman will «stablish such a rule as I 
hav laid down. The sooner it is done the more progress we 
will make in the work.” A. J. OLIVER, 

. Mem. Ex. Com. N. L. L. for Florida. 

P. 8.—8ince writing the accompanying letter I hav sent to 
the post-office at Jasper, ten miles distant. for my mail, and 
received one lone newspaper, the Boston Znvestigater, where- 
as I should hav received THE TRUTH SEEKER of the 12th 
instant, besides many other documents and letters which I 
hav been expecting for weeks past. I know that the post- 
master has refused to deliver my TRUTH SEEKER, and the 
inference is irresistible that he has suppressed or sent off all 
my other mail. I hav reason to believe that he destroya the 
letters which I send weekly to his office to be mailed, as I 
never receive any replies thereto. A. L, Rawson and H. L. 
Green genera'ly respond regularly to my miesives, and other 
correspondents to whom I hav recently written in different 
parts of the country hav always replied punctually. I hav 
no idea that this letter will reach you; if it does I shall be 
agreeably surprised. I wrotetwo weeks ago to T. B, Wake- 
man, New York, to know what course [ ought to pursue, 
but the probability is that the post-master at Jasper de- 
stroyed the letter, ASD, 


N. Y, Crry, July 2, 1880. 
Mz. Eprron : Although I hav read several papers, 1 find 
that there is none that givs as much satisfaction as THE 
TRUTH SEExER. I would do anything for this estimable 
paper Since my acquaintance with it I hav read some arti- 
cles to divers people. It is remarkable that there are men 
who hesitate to call themselvs Freethinkers, while they are 
allured by the expression of truth seeker, although the 
terms are synonyms, and, I judge, it is impossible to be a 
truth seeker without being a Freethinker. How reasonable 
is the name of this paper. Inclosed fiad one dollar for a new 

reader. Yours for truth, JAcon BOBLE. 

GARDEN Grove, IowA., July 15, 1880. 
FRIEND BENNETT : There are many of my neighbors, as 
I believe, who should enjoy the reading of the best paper 
ever published, and I know of no other way of giving them 
a taste of it, with so little trouble to me, as to order, at 
least, to commence with, ten copies sent direct from your 
office to the ten individuals herein named. Please accept 
this P, O. order for $5 for ten trial subscribers, and oblige, 

Your FRIEND. 

———— 9 ,9——— —— 


The Spiritualists of Massachusetts 


Will hold a camp-meeting from July 18'h to August 25:h at 
Onset Bay Grove, Among the speakers are Dr. I. P. Green- 
leaf, Miss Jennie B. Hagan, Mrs. 8. A. Byrnes, Miss Emma 
Weston, Cephas B. Lynn, J. F. Baxter, Lizzie Doten, W.J. 
Colville, Dr. H. B. Storer, Mrs. M. 8. T. Wood, J. M. Pee- 
bles, Mrs. R. Shepherd. Board and accommodations lor 
everybody are advertised for either one day or the whole 
time, Tents can be hired. Among the many natural 
attractions are bathing, fishing, and boating. 
or c 
Personal. 

W. F. Jamieson is creating a great interest in Free- 
thought in Hastings, Mich. Audiences increased to one 
thousand. He spoke there July 11th, 14th, 18th, delivering 
five lectures. Hé is engaged by the Liberal League of Mon. 
mouth, Il., for five lectures, July 25th, 280b, and Aug. 1st, 


We now hav a post-office, and . 


pe" 
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A Walk. 


BY OHABLES BRADLEY. 
"Eheu quantum minus reliquis versari. 

quam tui memminesse." 

Lost is all other love to me, 

And gone in memory of thee,—Z. 
"T'was in the blooming month of May, 
That eva my heart will mind for aye, 
When we Walked out the seaward way 


In the clear vailing of the night, 
The white-walled cottage alone in sight— 
Bright from it streamed a taper light. 


The crescent moon, & silver line, 
Shone through a cloud. in heavenly eyne— 
Her gentle hand was clasped in mine. 


The unseen brook gaverippling sound, 
The alder leaves twinkled around— 
A Whispering silence on the ground. 


In haunted grove and scented dale, 
Waked by the star, the nightingale 
With love’s own music sang love’s tale. 


Boundless the shadowy landscape lay. 
Save the dim vastness of the bay. 
And voyaging clouds that o'er it stray, 


Musing along the murmured beach, 
Where the feared wave its sand doth reach, 
What had our lips to do with speech 1 


Yet from her lovely lips the flame 
Of love in loveliest accents came 
As soft and low she breathed my name, 


Dark heaved the swell, yet hushed its roar 
To ripples trickling down the shore, 
Like tears for those who come no more, 


But through the gloom go soft and lone 


The 'ternal stepping stars outshone, 
Swift messengers from worlds unknown. 


We heard from off the pirate’s grave 
Stern echo in her airy cave . 
Mock the death-voices of the wave, 


And bending o'er the bending verge, : 
Oharmed thought our dreadful peet did urge 
In the tremendous maddening surge, 


Scarce heard so far the vesper bell, 
Of home and lov'd ones seemed to tell, 
Our hearts confessed that holy spell. 


A star asleep on ocean’s breast, 
A bird in heaven, guarded nest, 
Rest here, my soul, blessing and blest, 


What more than love can heart receive? 
Who loves hath nothing more to giv? 

We loved, and in that love did liv. 

Dim thundering sea, star-haunted strand, 
Souls slaves of love, one heart, one hand,’ 
Till life’s lost ebb shall find no strand. 
Oft passing home, our way we took, 
Crossing, unheard, the rippling brook, 
Good night, good night, in one last look. 
o eye ot beauty and ot truth, ' : 
Star of my lost and hapless youth, 
Peruse these lines and melt with ruth! 


JUST PUBLISHED! 
A New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PRRENOLOGY, 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 


Graduate of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College |. 


and the New York Phrenological 
Institute. 


This work is intended both as & chart for the 
use of phrenologists and a text-book for stu. 
dents of phrenology. ` As a chart. it will be 
found fuller and more complete than any other 
work of ite size on this subject. It contains in 
addition to the “Table of Developments,” one 
of "Adaptation to Different Pursuits,” and one 
of ‘Conjugal Adaptation.” These tables being 
perfectly easy to understand, are calculated to 
render the work at once both interesting and 
useful. l'he work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
tunctions, health, ete., and all the faculties and 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvement. Its explanation 
ofthe principles of phrenology, ete., and its 
other important remarks wil be found weli 
adapted to the needs of students and others 
who may desire to aequirean elementary knowl. 
edge of phrenology with as little outlay of time 
and labor as possible. In short, thie work will 
be found well adapted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and phrenological examiners. 

The work contains 105 pages, with an excellent 
map of the head, showing the locations of all 
the facut aes and is handsomely printed 2 

ound. Price, paper, 60 cents; cloth. 76 cents, 

Address D. M, BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t., N. Y. 


SOCIALISM. 


A BEPLY TO 
ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D. D. 
BY.AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST, 
12mo, 67pp., 25 cts. ; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
colves a huge human misery, 


nor Beeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must goto the wall It is against his 
. Dassiveness that ''Socialist cries out. Isthere 
no help for the miserable? he asks. The doc- 
trine that government should merely "protect,” 
he attacks, and insists that it should" assist,” 
also, While he does not belfeve that "' roperty 
is robbery,” or wholly subscribe to "the world 
oWes me a living,” he affirms “the world owes 


me & chance to make a living.”—W. Y, Herald, 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
Davs in Athens. 


Being the Translation of a Greek Mas, dis 
covered in Herculaneum, - 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Containing a copy of the head of Epicurus, 
Price 16 conta, For sale by 


D. M.BENNETT, 
141 eth streat. Now Xork, NX, 


HALL,” 


but neither sees f 


A BUSINESS MAN’S RELIGIOUS 
‘AND SOCIAL VIEWS. ‘ 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 206pp. Price $1. 


The author’s conception of a possible future 
life on this earth is really eloquent and beauti- 
ful, and will enlist attention. A curiosity to see 
what & philanthropic business man has to say 
upon the social probiem, from & poor man’s 
standpoint, will doubtless alone induce many 
to buy the book. The bold and trenchant blows 
which he deals ” Society” in all its ramificas 
tions of corruption and inhumanity; his ear- 
nest and manly plea for the social regeneration 
of the lower classes~will, unless we are much 
mistaken, make the book the best-abused and 
best-liked production of the day by these two 
Glasses respectively.—Critical Review. 


Revelations of Antichrist 


CONOERNING 
Christ and Christianity. 


“This volume gives us mountains of evidence 
that the Ohrist of the Bible was never born. 
never Crucified. never died, . . It contains 
more deep researches into the far back pages 
of antiquity than any volume I ever read 
ANTICHBIST proves from history that James 
Kepha (Cephas, aiias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Ohristian era, and so did Jesus 
Christ—indeed, many Christs and many by the 
name of Jesus . In my precious collection 


of Liberal works I hav placed this lagt valuable | B M. 


acquisition first and foremost of all. 
i ELMINA D. SLENKER, 
The book contains 446 pages, with & very full 
Index and table of contents. Price, $2.90. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 
IRON-CLAD SERIES, 


No. i 
1. Atonement, Charles Bradlaugh.......... 
2. Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake. 5 
7. Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Muller... 10 
8, Religion ot Inhumanity. F. Harrison... 20 
9, Relation of Witcherattto Religion. Ly- 1 
&all....... eocestecsttsssstestótoesotesseso se eee 
18, Essay on Miracles. David Hume........ 10 
14, Land Question. Oharles Bradlaugh..... 
15. Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 
arles Bradlaughieee-scccccccsernccece 
16, Why fo Men Starve? Oharles Brad-. 
&ugh..--..-- TPEP me" 
17. Logie of Life, Deduced from the Princi- 
D . J. Holyoake.. 
18, A Plea for Atheism. Oharles Bradlaugh. 
19. Large or Small Families ? A. Holyoake, 
20. Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
m. Pitt. Austin Hotyoake,........... 
21. Defense of Secular Principles. 
22, Is the Bible Reliable? O, Watts 
23. The Christian Deity, O. Watts.. " 
24. Moral Value of the Bible. OC. Watts..... 
25, Freethought and Modern Progress. O, 
ALLS, nncccnccncccncevenccsssrcavenceesen, 
26, Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. O, Watte..-....... eseese 
28, Thoughts on Atheism, A. Holvoake..... 
29, 1s there a Moral Governor ofthe Uni- 
verse? A. Holyoake,.......... eere eee 
80. Philosophy ofS8ecularism. O. Watts,.... 
Has Man a Boul? Oharles Bradlaugh... 
ín aGod? Charles Bradlaugh..... 
89. Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh 
40. Poverty; Its Cause and Cure, . G. H. 
42. Science and Bible Antagonistic. O. Watts. 
43. Ohristian Scheme of Redemption. €. 
GELB; ssiceicscenecunwasccncecdeaasccinccsies 
44 Logie of Death; or. Why should the 
: theist Fear to Die. Q, J. Holyoake, 10 
41. Poverty: Its Effects onthe Political Con- 
dition of the Beople. Oharles Brad- 
augh, een 


MANNA SERIES, 


8, New Life of David. Oharles Bradlaugh. 
6. 200 Questions Without Answers.........-. 
6, Diaiogue Between a Ohrlstian Missionary 
and & Ohinese Mandarin...... PASS 1 
1. Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bish- 
ops by a Weak but Zealous Ohristian. 10 
8. Baren, After Heaven end Hall; A. Hol- 
VOBKE, «+e ec reer eccnrecenecrcerccccceesees 
9, New Life of Jonah. Charles Bradlaugh. 
10. A Few Words About the Devil. Oharles 
Bradlaugh.-..........-....ee serene eee 
11. New Life of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh, 
12. Danjeithe Dreamer. A. Holyoake...... 10 
33. Specimen of the Bible: Esther. A, Hol- 
yo Doreceececcectssscccececeec ovo 
14. Acts of the Apostles: A Farce, A. Hol- 
yoake...-... Pessstosstoesotesetóstoovo, mm 
15. Ludicrous Aspects of Ohristlanity. 

. Holyo&ake.......... 
16. Twelve Apostles. Bradlaugh.. 
1. Who res esus Christ? Charles Brad- 

&augh.....-.-.- PessraseucsnucauenaanA KENT Ue 
i8, What Did Jesus Teach? Oharles Brad- 


e... 


b 


DID: 


DIEM 


FAMILY CREEDS, 


WILLIAM McDONNELL, 
Author of “EXETER 
“HEATHENS OF THE 
HEATH,” ete. 

To any who hav read either of this 
favorite Liberal writer’s other ro- 
mances, it only need be said that this 
is not inferior to them. 468 pp, 

In cloth, $1.25. 


For sale by 


D. M. BENNETT, 
141 8th street, N. Y. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 


DR. FOOTES. HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year and for the AMERIOAN ILLUSTRAT- 
ED PnoNovNOING PookkeT DIOTIONARY, con- 
taining 30,000 words. : 

ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE’S 


HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year and for a large center-table book 
containing then Qomiplete Works ot Shakspere ! 
cen ; 
85 cents u UI NE it rogistorod: P dre "s 
f RRA PUBLISHING CO. 
. 123 £ 28th at. New Xork oliv. 


The Cth Seeker, Tuly 94, 1880. 


Cts. | 13197 


Wanted. 


|. To sella patent right. An improvement on 
Sewing Machines, A Reacting Electric Sandal, 
: A Health and Life-Preserving Invention, which 
ean be applied to all Sewing Machines without 
any change in the machines, An entire pre- 
vention of the suffering and death caused from 
operating Revine mae ines. j 
pply e patentee, - 
» DR. O. A. VON CORT, 
THERAPEUTIC HEALTH INSTITUTE, 
6'25 168:h street, near 3d avenue, N. Y. Otty. 


| Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East,” ** Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 


404 pp., $1.25. 

The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 

Power. eloquence, and originality character- 
ize *‘ Nathaniel] Vaughan " te a degree very un» 
usual among modern novels,—LIllustrated Lon- 

ews, 


An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition. 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob. 
truded, on the canvas,— Westminster Review. 

. M. BENNETT. Puhtisher. 141 Eighth Bt.. N.Y 
An Occult Mystery. 


WHO CAN SOLVE IT? 

A new phenomena] means of curing the sick. 
Safe, reliable, astonishing, successful, available 
everywhere. Address 

DR. J. M. MOBELEY. 
141 South 8h 8t., Brooklyn, N, Y. 


KNOW THYSELF! 
GL TEE untold miseries that re- 


N sult from indiscretion in 

early life may be alleviated 

and cured. Those who doubi 

this assertion should purchase 
edica 


/ 


hausted vitality, nervous and physieal debility, 
Or vitality impaired by theerrors of youth ortoo 
elose application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 
. Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
jast published. It is a standard medical work, 
the best inthe English language, written by a 
physician of groat experience, to whom was 
awarded a gold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 
ful &nd very expensive engravings. Three 
undred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and sue. 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price of the book, Bound in Frencb 
cloth : price only $1, sentby mail post-paid. 
The London Lancet says: * No person should 
be without this. valuable book, The author isa 
noble benefactor.” ; 
An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. 
The author refers by permission to Hon. 
P. A. BISSELL, M.D., President of the Nation- 


al Medical Association. 
HEAL 


ddress Dr. W. 
THYSELF 


KER, No.4 Bulfinch street, 
Boston, Mass. The author 
may be consulted on all dis- 
eases requiring skill and ex- 
perience, 


POCKET THEOLOCY. 
BY 
VOLTAIRE. 


Translated from the French by Miss Ellen 
Carroll. The first time ever published in Aw 
lish. The pamphlet contains nearly 500 of Vol. 
taire’s sharp, terse, sarcastic, sca'hing defini- 
tions of theological and ecclesiastical subjects, 
terms, and dogmas. There is nothing in the 
world like it. Everybody ought to hav & copy. 
130 pages. Price, only 25 cents. ; 


AN OUTLINE 
OF THE 


FRENGH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 
RESULTS. 


BY W. S. BELL.. 


There is probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or more important than 
the French Revolution in the last century, and 
Mr. Bellhas traced it ably and in an interesting 
manner. Every one who reads it will be pleased 
with it. Price. 35 cents. Send to this office, 


THE 
JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE. 


_ BETWEEN 
PROF. W. F. JAMIESON, 


Of Chicago, Ill., and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 


Of Kentucky. 


Held ih Kirksville, Mo., during nine evenings 
—May 20-29, 1810. Synopsis report—official, 
This book of 320 pages givs an interesting pres- 
entation of the theological questions which 
divide Christians and Liberals. Ths Rev. 
Ditzler is regarded as an able defender of his 
favorit Christian doctrines, but it will undoubt- 
edly be admitted by the reader that Prof. W. F. 
Jamieson fully met, all he had to offer. OChris- 
tian readers will take more kindly to a work of 
this kind, giving both sides an equally fair 
chance. than to books on our side only. 

Brice: in paperSovers 50 cents; well bound, 

ean R 


THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


A collection of songs by Whittier, Longfellow, 
Bryant, Tennyson, and others, set to familia- 
tunes. Designed for Liberal Leagues and other 
meetings, and in Liberal homes. Comviledan' 
edited by Eliza Boardman Burnz, Price, half 
bound and on heavy paper. 25 cents ; one hun- 
dred copies, $15.00; fifty, $8.00; twenty-five. 
$5.00. Paver covers. 15 cents; one hundred 
copies, $10,00; fifty. $5.00; twenty-five copies, 
$3,00. Twocents per copy additional must be 
Bent to prepa age on all wholesale orders. 


t 
Address al Orders to D, M. BENNETT, 


[The Gods and elon : 
Ancient and Modem Times, 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes, 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 


Volume I, treats principally on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume IL, givsa full 
description of the Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. An interesting and instruc- 
tive work. In cloth, $3 per vol. the two vol- 
umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
vol., or $7 for the two yolumes. In Morocco 
and Gilt Edges, $4.50 per vol., or $8 for the 
two volumes. Sent free of postage. 


MACHINERY. 


Hand, Foot, and Power Presses, Die work 
of all kinds. Perforating Dies. 
& specialty.. 


E. B. STIMPSON, 31 Spruce St, N, Y. 
tJan8l. ` 


CHRONIC DISEASES. 


Embracing those ot the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men. the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leadi 
to them are p treated py that pisinest o 
books, PLAIN HOME TA EMBRACING 
MEDIOAL COMMON SENSH— neariy 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E. B. FOOTE 
of 120 Lexington Ave. New York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19, 1878, Mr. Bennett’s 
TRuTH SEEKER thus speaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medica] publications: '" We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and inti ately. and We say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is à man ofthe highest incentives and 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information &s is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medical works possess the highest value, 
and hav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
has so ably imparted. 
Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail REN, ERRA oi the pew Er gdi: 
on, by mail, pos r „On 150. n° 
dons table fron, AGENTS WANTED. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
129 Kast 98th Street New York, 


DR. HINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


"EEDICAL GOOD SENSE" 


PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 
—EMBRAOING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI: 


OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 600 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2, It treats of the nature, causes, 
reatment of, and prescriptions for acute. an 
chronic diseases, It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s’ xual relations 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
aature of which prevents thousands of women 
trom asking. Any person sending $1.50 before 
she day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy. Well bound, mailed free. Contents table 
sent free for stamp. . 


DR. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Liberal friends and patients throughout 
he United States and Canadas that he is, as 
usual, treating 


ALL CHRONIO DISEASES, 


and positively curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced incurable, Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr. K. is meeting with re- 
markable success in curing obstinate cases of 
Spermatorrhosa, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes, Epilepsy, 
Paralysis, Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Oatarrh, 

8, Consumption, Dysentery, 


Asthma, Bronchit 

Piles, Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, 
Genital Organs, and all diseases of women 
Consultation Free. Address 

KINGET., M. D.. 


' 317 East 14th St, New York, 
Questions for Invalids free. : 


Six Lectures on Astronomy. 


By Pror. RICHARD A, PROOTOR, 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city, in the winter of 1875-6,and were re: 
ported honogra pically expressly for THE 

BUTH SEEKER iss M. 8. Gontcharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever de= 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be ia 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents, i 

The titles of the Lectures are: 
Growth of Worlds 
Life and Death of Worlds. 
I. Other Worlds than Ours. N 
Other Suns than Ours. 
The Great Mysteries of the Universe, 
Religien and Astronomy. 


D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth st.. N. Y. 


V. 
Vi, 


THE 


CLERGYMAN'S VICTIMS. 


A Radical Romance. 
—BY— 
MRS. J. E. BALL. 

This pamphlet of over 100 pages is a pleasing 
animated, domestic story, presenting Liberal 
thought in an agreeable manner, and will be 
read by thousands where heavier, drier, an 
more philosophical and metaphysical works 
are not preferred. . It is a good story to lend 
Obristian nelehbors to read, Price, 25 cente, 


E 


. Contains unanswerable arguments in favor of 


» 


The Real Issue. 
BY ^ 
MOSES HULL 
. A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes itis just the thing. - 
a scientific money. 


VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 


A DEBATE | 
BETWEEN , 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
` AND > 
DR. T, A. BLAND. 
The Commoner says: . : . 

“Nothing has been written which will do as Pria form: Frige: sconta. For galerak 
good „work as this. Itis worth its weight im 2218 omo onaman 
Price 10 cents. Sold by D, M. BENNETT, Í h ' 

apy Dwpenert, Issues of the e. 
A FREE BOOK FOR THE sick, CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
Containing nearly 100 ¢ pages, in pamphlet form; IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
ron: seases can be positive : : 
cured by an original system of practice, It acne BY HENRY C, PEDDER. 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly i 
all the chranic ills to which the human family Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 2 : aa ` 
sent by mail to any one sending their address and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 
and a tbree-cent, stamp to pay cost of mailing, : 
MUBBAY HILL PUBLISHING Oa price, $1.00, : 
139 Bast 98th Stradt. N. Y. Everything that we now deem of antiqui 
AC 1 ! was &t one time new; and what we now defend 
Self-Contradictions of the Bible by examples will at a future period stand as 
s Drecedents.— Tacitus. l 
144 Propositions Proved Affirm-| An admirably written, scholarly volume,—N. 
atively and Negatively with- Y, Graphic. . 
out Comment, He presents a safe guide through the bewil. 
. dering: labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
Revised and Enlarged Edition. and theological speculations, and evinces a 
Á : i therough familiarity with most of the modern 
72 pages. Price, 25 cents, theories advanced,—Jewish Times. 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N. Y. The author of this Yolame ae evidently kept 
lirio-Phi y | company with many of the finer spirits of the 
m ad Relig Ls MOM MOM Jounal pab- age, until his mind has become. imbued with 
mangled edition. with al! the typogra hioal, the fragrance of their thought, He has excel- 
errors of the edition of 1860, from which it was*‘|-lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirated by the late 8. 8. Jones. : piratione.—W. Y. Tribune, 
THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 
| . BY L. FEUERBACH, 
Author of" The Essence of Ohristianity," ete 
Translated from the German. 
Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cts, (Formerly 75 cts.) 
The Spirit of the time is show, not substance, 
Our politics, our ethics. our religion, our 
Science, is à sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality o! our aget—XExzxtraot. 
THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
i LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 


physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove. 


res all forms of Private, Chronic 
Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrhoa, ang CHRISTIANITY. 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in A Discourse by 


youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and 
other causes, producing some "i the fol- 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions. by dreams), Dimness 
: efective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Society of Fo- 
males. Confusion of Ideas, Loss. of Sexual Pow- 
er, eto, otc. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor’s latest and greatest médical discovery. 
and which he has 80 far prescribed for this 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
ad been in the Insane asylums, many had 
‘alling Sickness—Fits; others upon the verge | 
of consumption ; while others again had be- 
gome Foolish and hardiy able to take care of 
emselves. 


WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
RUTH SgEKER. It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of the teaching of the Bibl 
Price 10 cents. D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth Street.N. Y. City. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book ! 
Sixteen Saviors or None; 


Pyphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- O 
gato 1 from ins eme b s eee ice R, 

ricture, Hernia (or Rupture), e8, and othe e H 
private diseases quiekly cured, All diseases of | Lhe Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhoa, 
ètc., treated with equal success, 2 eal Gun. 


Ds. R., P. FELLOWS has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given up by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the aid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to hjs 
skill, There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained thesame eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr, Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
foinos to roach the Gauge d tha complaint in- 
ended, and at last subdue it, place the 
at the head of his profession, p Doctor 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 
Bent to any address, treating on the cause, of- 
fects, and cure of SDermatorrhoea, and contain- 
ing cures: sworn to before a magistrate, which 
is positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doeotor's great Skill. 

Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Enelose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above, 


LFrom the Western Reformer.]- 


" DR. R. P. FELLOWS 
is a highly educated and seientitle physician, 
He has an origina! system of practice, and is 
pete reliable &nd trustworthy. We hav 
eard many flattering reports of -his successful 
ouran of disaasas incident to humanity.” 


Philosophy of Spitalin, | 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
|. Being g reply to Jonn T, PERRY'S '' Six- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition, 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cinelunati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks, His 
work isa review of Kersey Graves’ ” Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Ohriatianity andthe Bible, 
And Mr. Graves claims to hay met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all-of Mr, Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his “ Ecclesiastica] Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities. one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selves, put condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 


laughable, It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr, Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn "' state's eyi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr, Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous aneo- 
dotes illustrative of Mr. "AGE dE absurdities, 


i d it, h » 
a: mr uper riu 
Pathology and Treatment of} {2 isthe works wil bo found the abot wo 
1 1 ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity, Rho 

Mediomania. Work comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, V5 cents; cloth $1, 
TWO LECTURES. For sale by D, M. BENNETT, 
BY THE 

FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD, CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
Professor of Psychological Medicine and | OR THE i 


Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
for Women. 
Read before the New York Liberal Olub, 
March 30 and 27, 1874. 
Oloth; price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 14 Eighth Btu N, Y. 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 

An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY ‘and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Justout, By 


Price, M conta, 


the Gase. "This feature of the work is really | b. 


OOURTLANDT PALMER, | 


(0007/5 Qe ruth Seeker, July 95, 1880. 


WHAT IS MONEY ?|NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “ The 
Truth Seeker: . 


Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER. , 

12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts;/cloth, 50 cts. 

This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 


Character of the origin of the religion of 
ehrist. ] TE * 3 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Thelogy, Ete, 


BY CHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 3 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 


This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefly intended to 


uphold the theory of.the stability of matter 


and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS. Same author, 75 cents, 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 


Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc. 
BY HALSEY R, STEVENS, 


Exira cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


MA 
Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 
A concise account of the Christian religion, 


-and all the prominent religions before an 
since Ohristianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


. LOVE VENTURES. 


A rose tinted record of love in the tropies, 
with strange aud startling adventures thereto 
belonging. Price, 50 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $1.00, 


Positivist Primer: 


Being a series of. familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity, 


BY C. G, DAVID. 
. Price, 75 cents. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A critical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. tra cloth, 12120, 327 pD, $2.00. 


Through Rome On. 


‘AMemoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 952 pp, . . $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL, 
BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account, of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation of the Ohristian church, 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting, 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
12mo, 48 pp; paper, 20 cts. ; flexible cloth, 35 cts. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 


BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D. 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
any, N. Y. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris- 
tianity 

This is a very valuable and concise work, and 

states in plain and unmistakable language the 


reasons why Ohristianity is a failure, Price, 50 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E, PECK. 
Paper, 12m0, 68 pages; price, 25 cents, 


„BLANCHARD, 12mo. 
steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 40 cents; 


The Rights ot Man.” By Txomas 
Pang, "Written in defense of his fellow- 
man, <A work almost Sithout & peer in the 
world. Large type. Paper, 90 cents; cloth, 
890 cents. ' N 

Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
Large type, with a fine 


cloth, 75 cents. á 

The Heathens of tho Heath, By 
Wma. McDonnett, author of Exeter Hall, 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
$1.50. : : :; 

Career of Religious Ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science, 
By Hupson TUTTLE. An able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world, 140 pp. 12mo.. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 centa, 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M, 
BENNETT. Embracing a variety of subjects, 


the whole making né&rly seven hundred 


pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader, Paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $1.00. 

The Humphrey-Bennett Discus- 
sion. A debate between Rev. G. H. Hum- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of ''The Truth Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do a8 much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done a8 much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3. Ia 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cloth (550 
pp.). $1.00. : 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 


.Between Prof, O, A, BunaEss, President of 


the Northwestern Christian Uuiversity at 


Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, ` 


of Boston, Mass, Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Ont., commencing June 29, 1875, 
Reported by John T, Hawke. First Propo- 
BITION: '' The Christian Religion, as set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin." Burgess in the affirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. BEcoND 
Proposition: ‘‘The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin." Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the neg- 
ative, 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper,, 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. @ 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundatic Contrasted with its 
Superstructure, By W. R. GREG, au- 
thor of ‘‘ Enigmas of Life,” '* Literary and 
Social Judgments,” etc. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the ‘ Fortnightly 
Review,” says: ‘‘Some twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most 
eminent men of science asked, ‘ Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr, Greg’s Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
—if they can,’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg,* coming later, had the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on all. 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare, 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally to 
80 thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the’public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument—occupying ¥' precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable,” 

One volume, crown octavo, wits com- 
plete index, The London edition so:d for 
$5. Price of American edition, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples Ðe- 
bate. Between B. F, UNDERWuCO, of 
Boston, and the Rev. Joan Marpuxs, of 
Toronto, Ont, Held at Napanee, Ont., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
Freat: “That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are lllogical and con- 
trary «o Reason." Sxconp: ‘The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond ail other books its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood de- 
nies, Reported in fu'l, and revised by the 
debaters. 111 pp. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
60 cents. . 

Knterrogatories to Jehovah, By 
D. M. BENNETT. <A series of close questiona 
upon a great variety of subjects, trom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, the 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embrated by the 
Church, With a full-length portrait of Je- 


hovah according to the Bible. A bold and . 


radical work, 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
Cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Answer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturally-Re- 
vealed, Infallibly-Inspired, and Miraculousiy- 
Attested Religion in the World? By E, E, 
Qorun, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parts, 
Paper, 30 cents ; cloth, 50 cents, 

Truth Seeker Leaflets, ot two pages 
each, ‘Thirty-two in nmber; 4 cents per 
dozen; 8 Cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $2.00 per thousand. 

Adventures of Elder Triptolemus 
Tub. Comprises important and starting 
disclosures concerning hell, its’ magnitude, 
morals, employments, climate, etc. By 
Rev. Gzoram Hoeurs. A rich, interesting 


A little work. Paper, 25 conta, 


580 


Che Truth Seeker, July 4, 1860. 


Gems of, Thought. 


Odds and Ends. 


History shows that the human mind, fed by | 


constant accessiong of knowledge, periodically 
grows too large for its theoretical coverings. 
and bursts them asundor to appear in new 
habiliments; as the feeding and growing grub 
at intervals casts its too narrow skin and as- 
sumes another, itself but temporary. Truly the 
image-state of man seems to be terribly dis- 
tant; but every moult isastep gained, and of 
such there hav been many.—Huxley. 


Ir is a waste of words to talk of negating 
when it is just as common as to affirm. And 
Ohristians negate all gods, Christs, bibles, and 
religions save their own, and ninety-nine one- 
hundredths of all Christian beliefs save their 
own special church and faith. As the scient- 
ists. most of them, do not care to deny gods, 
because they think them pf as little real import 
as are the spooks in the garret or black bears 
in the closet, they content themselvs with seek- 
ing out causes and tracing them to effects; they 
know that experimental knowledge will in time 
kill all myths, and so decline to waste time in 
negating them,—ZElmina Drake Slenker, 


Asthegcriptures teach usto humble ourselvs 
intbe dust,to elothe ourselva in sackoloth, and 
to scatter ashes on our heads, so those whose 
practice it is to pour forth unpremeditated 
prayers are ambitious in the employment of 
images of the like disparaging nature. I hav 
heard of a divine who, in his public devotion, 
indulged in the following tirade: ‘Oh, Lord, 
do thou bless thy dust.” meaning himself, * and 
thy dust's dust,” his wife; '" and the dust of thy 
dust's dust,” their children, ' and all thy dust 
now beforethee," the whole congregation. I well 
remember in early life hearing again and again 
pronounced on the like occasion, *' Lord, we put 
our hands on our mouth and our mouths in the 
dust and cry out, Guilty. guilty; unclean, un- 
clean!’—Zssays, 


' Hx ig the most perfect being that can recog- 
niza goodness where none else sees it; beauty. 
where others see only ugliness, There is a lovely 
legend to this effect: It is told that Jesus and 
his disciples were entering into a city, a crowd 
had gathered near the gate about a cur that had 
been hunted down by some evil-minded boys 
and leftthere mangled andtorn asa mark of 
their brutal contempt. The crowd were standing 
aboutthe poor creature as he lay with the death- 
foam upon his mouth, his eyes bloodshot, his 
ears torn, his skin lacerated, and foul with 
bloody dirt, They were expressing natural dis- 
gust in characteristic ways, holding their nos- 
trlls, turning away their heads, lifting up their 
hands, crying, " Ah, the wretched beast.” The 
disciples, many being with the crowd, joined the 
cry, Jesus looked on a moment and then said, 
"How white the dog's teeth are!”—0, B. Froth- 
ingham. 


INDEED it 1s, 0n the face of the matter, inex- 
pressibly absurd to Suppose either that we can 
instruct the great mover of the machine, or that 
by our humiliation or importunities we can in- 
duce himto alter his purposes. The conduct 
‘of the whole must be governed by momentous 
eansiderations; each wheel, as in a vast Diece 
of mechanism. must govern and be governed 
by its connection with others, and to believe 
that the wishes and desires of any individual or 
congregation of individuals should suspend 
and vary the indication of the universal scheme, 
or should even for a moment be attended to and 
not be swallowed up in its insignificance, must 
display a superla:iv incapacity in the person 
by whom the mistake is made, together with a 
degree of egotism and narrowness of soul which 
would be altogether incredible were it not that 
in so many instances we find it unequivocally 

- realized.— Wm. Godwin' s Essays. 


Tum sort of belief and no belief which is 
nearly inseparable from the profession of the 
Ohristian faith renders every man in some de- 
greeahypocrit. Truth is no longer sacred and 
inviolable to our thoughts. We juggle with 
the powers of our understanding, and "' palter 
inadoublesense," Each of us becomes in some 
sort a double man, and is encumbered with 
limbs and articulations which make no proper 
part of ourselves. Truth is the proper element 
of the human soul, and frankness its becoming 
habit. We can never be what under advanta- 
geous circumstances we might be expectad to be- 
come till our word shall be as sacred as our 
oath; till ingenuousness is our daily habit; til! 
by self-examination we come to know what we 
think and what we are, and till we are ready to 
render every man an undisguised account of 
the results of ourjudgment upon every moment. 
ous subject and the reasons on which our 
judgment seeks for its support.—Zssays, 


Tur monotheism of the Old Testament is far 
from being homogeneous. Sometimes the Lord 
has the passions and caprices of a gigantic man; 
he repents having made the other men; he 
crushes enemies and exacts the pound of flesh; 
he is jealous; he counts the incense and marks 
if its perfume be rare; he is open to various in- 
ducements to condone offenses. Sometimesthe 
later page soars above this fetichistic smoke of 
sacrificial fat into the serene space where Ole- 
anthes sang hid hymn to the Supreme, But the 
goriptures never forget to assume that man 
must be reconciled to God, while God is recon- 
giled to man by some vicarious project that pre- 
serves the self-respect of justice—John Weiss’ 
American Religion. 

Tux prayer, of Oleanthes, referred to by Mr. 
Weiss, 18 as follows; 

“O God, from whom all blessings descend, 
whom the storm and the thunders obey, pre- 
serve us from error; deign to improve our 
minds; attach us to that eternal reason by which 
thou art guided and supported inthe govern- 
mentof the world.” Oleanthes was a Stoic, but 
if Christianity has proclaimed any better or 
more sensible prayer w9 should like to hay a 
gopy of it, 


OHARIVABI tells ofa negro named Dominge in 
one of the French colonies, Who, speaking of 
the advantages ofthe Christian religion, sail, 
“There was atime when I knew nothing of God 
or the devil, patr now I know and love them 
both." 


LITTLE Freddie was undergoing the disagree- 
able operation of having his bair combad by 
his mother, and he grumbled at the maneuver. 
” Why, Freddie,” said mamma, " you ought not 
to make such a fuss. I don’t fuss and cry when 


my hair is combed.” '' Yes,” replied the youth- 
ful party, " but your hair ain't hitched to your 
head.” : 


A TEACHER, endeavoring to familiarize a little 
girl with the various countries of the Western 
Hemisphere, with little evidence of success, 
finally asked, " If I were to bore a hole through 
the earth, and you were to go through at this 
end, where Would you come out ?” "Come out,” 
replied the child,“ why. I'd come out-of the 
hole, Miss.” 


A GOODLY parson complained to an elderly 
lady of his congregation that her daughter ap- 
peared to be wholly taken up with trifles or 
worldly finery, instead of fixing her mind on 
things above. ''You are certainly mistaken, 
sir,” saidshe. "Iknow that girl appears to an 
observer tobetaken up with worldly things: 
but you cannot judge-correctly of the direction 
her mind really takes, as she is a. little cross- 
eyed,” 


LirTLE Franky’s mother was very pious, but 
she was an invalid; and so his auntie, who was 
also pious, looked after his religious instruc- 
tion, and let no occasion pass to enforce some 
precept, One day Franky suddenly said: "Oh 
dear! I wishIhad wings!” This angelic as- 
pirailon was regarded with great joy by the two 
sisters, and they eagerly asked why he wished 
for wings. ‘Oh,’ said Franky,” ra ‘fiyup in 
the air and take Aunt Susan with me, and when 
I couldn’t go any higher I'd let her drop." 


An Irish gentleman, well known in sporting 
circles for his wit, was accosted by a friend 
with, “Upon my word, . you are riding a 
good horse.” "And why should I not ride a 
good horse?". * Well,” rejoined his friend. 
"but will he jump timber?" '' Timber,” replied 
the other, 'faith, he’il just jump over your 
head, man, in a jiffey 


Hz was a brand-new office-boy, young, pretty- 
faced, with golden ringlets, and blue eyes. 
Just such & boy as one would imagin would be 
taken out of his trundle-bed in the middle of 
the night and transported beyond the stars. 
The first day he glanced over the library in the 
editorial room, became ecauainted with every- 
body. knew all the printers, and went home in 
the evening as happy and as cheery as & sun- 
beam. The next day he appeared, leaned out 
of the back window, tied the cat up by the tail in- 
the hall-way, had four fights with another boy, 
borrowed $2 from an occupant of the building, 
saying his mother was dead, collected his two 
days’ pay from the cashier, hit the janitor with 
a broomstick, pawned a coat belonging to a 
member of the editorial stsíf, wrenched the 
knobs of the doors, upset the ice-cooler, pied 
three galleys of type, and smashed his finger in 
‘he small press. On the third day a note was 
received, saying: '" Mi mother do not want I t3 
work in such adull place. She says I would 
make a good preacher. so Do I. my finger is 
Better; gone fishin’, Yours." 


A Runaway HUsBAND.—One day last week a 
man residing in East Toledo, O.. skipped from 
his family and brought up in Detroit, His wife 
got a clue to his whereabouts and came on after 
him, and yesterday she had an interview with 
him at the Central Station, where he had been 
run in for the purpose. She had no tears to 
shed. On the contrary, her hair had a fighting 
bang, and as soon as she could get her breath 
she began: 

'' 8o, you miserable little apology for a human 
being, you skipped out, did you?” 

No reply. 

" After I had washed and sewed for neurly 
twenty years to support you, you got tired of 
your family, did you? Our style of living wasn’t 
tony enough to suit you, and you wanted a dia- 
mond pin and a cane!” 

"Bay. Lucy, I'm sorry," he mumbled, 

" Well, I ain't!" she snapped, “ No, sir! on 
the eontrary I'm glad of it? You've chewed to- 
bacco and drank whisky and whittled shingles 
and loaf-d onthe corners at my-expense just as 
long as you ever will!” 

" What do you want of me, then?” 

“Want ofyou? Why. I wantto clear my char- 
acter! All our neighbors say that you ran away 
from me, and some pity me and some laugh. 
You run away from me? Why, you low-born 
corner loafer, you couldn’t run away from any- 
thing but a spade or an ax. I followed you tọ 
get this matter straight. I’ve got to liv there: 
and I'm not going to be pitied or laughed at!” 

" What do you want!” he asked. 

" Here's what I want!" she said as she seized 
his coilar and twisted him around. " Now take 
that—and—that—and that—and I'll have these 
officers sign a paper that I found you and. kicked 
you out to take care of yourself! Now you git! 
Don’t ever write me; dare to come hack to me! 
Even if I hear that you ever tell anybody that 
you were married to me I'll buy a shotgun and 
hunt for you!” 

The husband sneaked out doors and down the 
atreet, and the wife, having the “docs " in her 
pocket, walked the other way, muttering to her- 
self: 

"Skipped out! Run away from his family! 
Well, his old shirts will make a mop worth twice 
the value of his old body! Now,I want to see 
some one rin in the face of this testimonial 
that I raised him right off bis heelel”—Detroit 
Free Press. 


91, The Great Wrestlin 


. nett. 
B Alessandro ai Oagliostro. C. Sotheran. ` 


Truth Seeker Tracts 


No. Revised List. Cts 


1. De nn Prayer. D, M. Bennett and 
Ji m. 

7, ihe tar zy of O: Orgation, Bennett. 

8. The nake Btory. i 

9. Fhe Story of the Flood. 
1 ues of Egyp 
n Korah, "Bath ham. and tram. Bennett. 
12, Balaam and his Ass. 

is, Arraignment of Priester: att. 
14, Old Abe and Littie Ike,  S»Düerg, 
16, gome to Dinner - 

16, Fog Horn Documente. 
17. The Devil SH Ahead, 
18. oar 

19. Joshuy 


Bennett, 
20. BRAUN and his Exploits. 
Di ion with El Mathon, 
, cussion w. er She 
a Repl iy to Eldor Shelton’s Fourth. Letter. 
Bennett, 
24, Ohristians at Work. Wm. McDonnell. 
95, Discussion with Geo. Snode. Bennett. 
28.. Underwood’s Prayer. 
27, Honest Questions and Honest Answers, 


fO bo O b2 C5 OO tO b2 b Ct t2 Gt OO 


“ 


Modos the Sun and Moon. D.. 
Bennett. 


m 
owwa 


>27 Occ 


ma 


29. Paine Hall pea cation Address® B. F., 

nderwoo 

80, Woman’s Rights Z Man: s Wrongs. Byphers. 

81, Gods and God-house 

32, The God's of Superstition a &nd the God of 
the Universe. ett. 

83, What has Christianity Done ? Preston. 

84, Tribute to Thomas Paine. 

35. Moving the Ark, D. M. Bennett. 

36. Bennett's Prayer to the Devil. 

37. Short Sermon. Rey. Theologicus, D,D, 

88. Christianity nota Moral Bystom. X. Y. Z. 

89, The True Saint. B. P. Putn 

40, n of Nature vs. The Bible c of Men, J. 


41, Our Sy phere inatical Gentry. 

43, Elijah the Tishbite. 

43, Ohristianity a Borrowed System. 

44, Design Ar; ment | Refuted. Underwood. 

45, Elisha the rophet, att. 

46, Did Jesus Really Exist? 

4T. run and Credulity of the Human Race. 
r. Daniel 

i Bonsibie G ght n the West, G. L, L. Henderson, 


Bennett, 


ensible onelusions. , B. 
Jonah andtne Big Fish. D. E Bennett, 

61. Mxteon Truth Beeker Leaflets, No. 1. 
52. Marples-Underwood Debate, Underwood. 
53. Questions for Bible Worshipers, B. F, 

Unde erwood. 
54,.An O E Letter to Jesus Christ, Bennett. 
55. The ible God Disproved by Nature. W: 
56. Bible Oontradictions. 


Ooleman. 
57. Jesus Not a Perfect Character. Underwood, 
58, Prophecies 
59. Bible Prophecies Concerning Babylon, B, 


60. Ezeklel's Prophecies Ooncerning Tyre. B, 
F, Underwo 


61, History of the Devil. grao Paden, 
82. The Jews and th. 
he Devils Dus-Bills, "John Syphers, 
eL. Tho he He we: we Endure—their Oause and Oure, 


. Sho t Sermon. No. 2. Rev. Theol i 

E: or een i Bites ae 
ixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets No. à. 

66. Ruth’s Idea of Heaven and Mine, Susan 


H. 
69. Missionaries. Mrs. E, D. Slenker, 
10. Tifürious Atonement. d E p gee 
. Paine's Anniversary. O, o " 
ia Sha drach. Meshach, and abenan p, 


73, Foundations. John Syphers. 

74, Daniel in the Lion's Don, Bennett, 

75. An Hour With the Dey 

76, Reply to Erastus F Be own. D. M. Ben- 
M, Bonne 


T n ig Hear of re Ohristi: DACE 
18. Ohristmas an r í 
79. The Relationship of Jesus J ehovah ang 
e Virgin Mary. W. E. Goleman, 
0, Address on Paine’s is Birthday, Ben- 


81, Horeatter.or the Half-way House, John 
Syphers, 

82, Christian Courtesy, Bennett. 

£8, Revivalism Examined. Dr, A. G. Hum- 


phre 

84, Moody! Be permon on Hell. Rev. J., 
DDS, 

85, Matter, Motion, "Lite and Mind. , Bennett, 

86, An Enquiry about God's 8 

87, Freethought Judged by its Fruits. B. F. 


Underwood, 
88. David. God's Peculiar Favorite, Mrs. E. 
r. 
9, Lag ric of Prayer. Charles Steph: A 
90. Biblo-Mania. Otter Cordates. nani ee 


91, Our Ideas of God. B.F, Undo rwood. 
9x Tho Bible: is it Divinely lnspirod? Dr. 


D. Arter. 
93. obtaining Pardon for Bins, 


94. The New Raven. Will Cooper. 

95, Jesus Ohrist. D. M. Benne 

96, Ichabod Orane Papers, 

97. Special Providences, W.S. B 

9. Log Ty orks yy T Neen: stoner. 

e ator? Bolota : dr prove a Obes 
. 10 nniversary o 

i Birthday, Bennett etala. Faine’s 

102, the Old Religion and the New. W, 8, 


103. Does the ‘the Blble Teach us all we Know? 
ennett. 
104. Evolution of Israel's God. A. L. Ra E 
105. Decadence of Ohristianity. O phro. 3 
106, Franklin, Washington and J ap erson Un- 

believers, Bennett. 
107. The Safe Side. H. B. Bro 
108. The Holy Biblea Historical Humbug, 

. Preston. 

110. Invocation to the Universe, Bennett 
111, Reply to Scientific American, 
112, Sensible Sermon, Rev. M.J., Savage - 
118. Come to Jesus. Bennett 
114, Where was Jesus born? Preston 


m. 


m 
a se avra Coco 
eee eR AP CO EPs hr PPP ec EDU ED 


m 


Hudson 


m 
aa "T-E-T T a mbouwu PM BOD 


ow m 


115. The Wonders of Prayer, Bonnett 
116. The Sunday Question, 
117. Constantine the Great. Preston 


CQ OWN MEDNRMN OB D 


118, The Irrepressible Conflict betwen Ohris- 
tianity and i e on. Bell 

119. The New Faith. Stoddard 

190. The New ags, Bell 

121. Inzersoll's Review of his Reviewers 

122. Ths (groat eligions of the World. 


10 
13. Paine Vindieated, Ingersoll's Reply to 
the New York Observer 
124. Bintul Baints, Bennett, 
125. German Liberalism, Olara Neymann 
126. Grimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
1 


D 
Now 


Ben- 


derwood 
127. Tyndall on Man’s Soul 
129, Who was Jesus Christ? Coleman 
130. The Ethics of Religion, Olifford 
131. Paine was Junius. W.H, Burr 
132. My Religious Belief. Ella E. Gibson 
188, Tne Authority of the Bible. Underwood 
134, Talks with the Evangelists 
135. Is there a Future Lire? 
136, Torquemada and the Inquisition, Ben- 


Wie Ghilstian Love. 0, L. James 


E 
0 
5 
2 
5 
3 
1 


Cech coco — Hoan A» Ybema av Co Qui eo C 0A bo ao C6 CO CO CC I4 Co CO MAb2AB26o0o b> Pro 


z 


138, Belenee ofthe Bible; John Jasper 
130 Massacre of p , Barthotemaw: Preston 
140. Astro- i heol 
141. Infĝdeli y. H^ W. Beecher : 
14», Synopsis of All Religions.. E. L, Saxon 1 
13, Chang Wau Ho, Ell Perkins 
He The Com tock Laws à 
. It you rake away my Religion, what wil” 
you giv me instead ? Martin, 
146, Seymour Times’s Prayer 
147. Raply to The Index on Comstock Laws 
148, When did Panl Liv? Scholasticus 
49, Age of Sha 
150, The Liberty « of Printing and Reply. Hurl- 
hut and Wake 
. What is the Bibl. EN M. W.H 
| A Remarkab'e Book. R. W. Douglas 
. Liberty and Morality. M, D. Conway 
x pc apad of Thomas Paine. David 
ruce 
Í SOIENTIFIC SERIES. 
1. Hereditary 7 Transmission, Prof. Louis 


2. Evolution; from the Homogeneous to the 
: .. Heterogeneous, B. F, Underwood, 
8, Darwinism. B. F, Underwood. 
. Literature of the Insane, F.R.M 
Responsibility of Sex, Mrs. Oh 
6, Graduated Atmospheres. J, McOarroll, 
1, Death. Frederic R., Marvin, M.D. 
8. How do Marsupial Animals Propagate 
their kind? » Bradfor 
9. TheUnseen World. Prof. John Fiske. 
10. TheEKvolt‘ion Theory — Huxley’s Three 
Lectures. . 10 
11. Is America the New World? L.L.Dawson. 8 
12. Evolution Teaches neither Atheism nor 
Materialism. R.8. Brigham, M.D., 5 
13. Nibble at Mr. John Fiske’s Crumb for 
the Modern Symposium, 7 
Discount on one dollar’s worth 10 percent off; 
on two dollars! worth, 20 off: on fige dollars' 
worth, 40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 60 off. 
As few oras many of any gion kind may be. 
ordered as desired. 


Mrs. Besant’s Tracts. 
Prices Reduced. 


DnD wwo m 


e Crees) 


BR wrote OA 


Natural Religion vs, Revealed 
Religion, 5 
The Fruits or Christianity, 5 
Constructiv Rationalism, 5. 
On Kcernal Torture, 5 
On. Prayer, 5 
The True Basis of Morality, 5 
The Gospel of Christianity and the 
Gospel of Freethought, 5 
Is the Bible aee 5 
The Law of Population; Its 
Consequences and its Bearings 
Upon Human Conduct and Morals, 40 
Marriage; Asit Was, As it Is, and | 
As it "Phould Be, 40 
The last two contain a fine steel- -plate 
epgraving of Mrs, Besant. 
There is no clearer, better writer in 
the English language, 
a IN ADDITION, 
The Church and Edueation, 5 
On the Religious Education 
of Children, 5 
Government, An Essay. By 
Charles Moran, Í 10 


Sold at this office. 


FOUNDATION STONES. 


A Volume of Sermons 
BY GEORGE OHAINEY. 


Handsomely bound in Cloth, Price, $1.00. 
PAMPHLETS: 
Heads and Hearts. . , . a . 6ets 
Iconoclasm. . h à . 5 ots 
Ecclesiastical Lynch-Law. iX 10 etg 
Al four will be sent Phir Ob aidfor ,  . $1.00 
ara Photographs ofMr.Ohainey . . 20cts 
Cabinet 40 eta 


Address G. O, SMITH 
129 Main 8t.. Evansville, Ind. 
Yoursermonsstir me like trumpets. Icono- 
clasm is the best sermon ever delivered in an 
Amerfcan pulpit.— Robert G. Ingersoll. 


Freethinkers’ Badge Pin. 


The out shows the design and siza 
A of the badge, but not ita beauty. 
à The whole badge is intended to 
signify symbolically that 
|J world moves,” and that "uni- 
y versal mental liberty" is being 
&pread over the world by the 
‘leaves of learnice.” Price of 
Blo&ie badge. solid gold, package registered, 
and postage paid, $1 50, Olub one dozen or more 
to one address, package registered, and postage 
paid, $1.35 each, One badge free to getter up of 
a club. Remit by P, O. order or registered 
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parts ofa dollar. Orders filled in the order of 
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Mention this paper. 


NEWBURYPORT, Mass., May 19, 1879. 
My Drar Mapam: Your idea of au externat 


‘and visible sign for the friends of mental lib- 


erty, to exhibit to one another on their perrons, 
seems to me very good. In union there is 
strength, i.e, courage. A quiet, preity badge, 
guch a8 you propose, can certainly do no harm. 
I should like to wear one. Butitmustbe pleas- 
ing; for part of our mission is to promote 
beauty everywhersand in all things, To make 
the world beautiful, and the human life in it 
beautiful, are the vast results of liberty. We 
must do nothing ugly, think nothing ugly, feel 
nothing ugly, wear nothing ugly. 

Very truly yours, JAMES PARTON, 


NEWBURYPORT, Mass, April 29, 1880. 
DEAR Mapam: I hav received the beautiful 


badge. Accept my thanks. 
ery truly Yours, JAMES PARTON, 
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Creation. 
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Account. 


BY JAMES J. FURNISS, 
Cloth; price 50 sents. For sale by 
D. M, BENNETT, 141 Eighth Bt. N, Y. 
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Notes and Clippings. 
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THERE are now in this city eight-flve Protest- 
‘ant Episcopal churches. Their number has 
doubled in twenty-five years. 


THE Polish residents of South Bend, Ind., 
firmly believe that Mrs. Luchiske is possessed 
ofa devil, and she agrees with them. Ceremo- 
nial efforts are being made to expel the fiend, 


A NEGRO barber at St, Louis studied law at 
night for several years, and was finally admit- 
ted to the bar. He now works in the shop on 
Saturdays and Sundays, and: practices with 
considerable success in the courts on other 
days. YE . 

Tug Rev. W. E, Walker. a Congregational 
pastor of Vermilion, Dak., got drunk at & pub 
lie ball, and his behavior was 80 bad that hie 
church had to put him on trial. It was then 
broved that he earoused habitually, and he was 
deposed, ; 

AN exchange says: "Some one deposited a 
letter in the Bennington, Vermont, post-office 
last week bearing the inscription, "Mr, Abra. 
ham. Kingdom of Hsaven, Heaven.” It was 
forwarded to the dead-letter office with the in- 
dorsement, “’ No line established between Ben- 
nington and that place.” 


A. M. NonORoss of Norwich, Conn., is in a di 
lemma. He can hardly accept Garfield, and to 
vote againet his party is repulsivto him, He 
finally decides the matter by setting two hens 
with twelve eggs each. One he has dedicated 
to Hancock and the other to Garfleld, and the 
one hatching the greatest number of chickens 
will decide his vote. 


Tur highest percentage of municipal growth 
shown by the census is that of Denver, which 
has increased 650 per cent since tbe last na. 
tional census, For the second place Minneapo- 
lis shows an increase of 400 per cent, and Oak- 
land. Cal, comes third, with an increase of 233 
per cent, St. Paul, and Camden, N. J.. share 
the fourth place, with an increase of 107 per 
cent. 


Tux sole hold of the Sultan over his subjects 
is that he is the head of their religion, The 
only man who can compare With him for this 
position is the sherif of Mecca. ‘The last sherif 
was an ambitious man, and it is believed that 
he was assassinated in consequence of orders 
received from Constantinople. The presen: 
sherif is a yousg man, and the assassination 
of his predecessor has aroused much feeling 
din his behalf. 


CzHARLEB W. WALLAOR, the son of the Rev, Dr 
A. Wallace of the Ocean Grove Record, who was 
arrested while boarding the steamer Plymoutb 
Rock on Sunday, July 11th, for stealing the gold 
watch and chain of the housekeeper, Mrs 
Lloyd. at the Arcade Hotel (the property being 
found in his possession), pleaded guilty before 
Judge Walling on July 24th, who sentenced him 
to Trenton state prison for one year at hard 
labor, 


Tams pastor of the Methodist church at North 
Adams, Mass., in explaining to bis Sunday- 
school the meaning of " original sin,” said that 
Adam’s fall. did not morally effect anybody 
now. The superintendent assured the children 
that the pastor was mistaken, and endeavored 
to prove it by argument. The discussion lasted 
two hours, and finally became heated, the pastor 
accusing the superintendent of being “ neither 
a gentleman nor & Christian.” The children 
did not get any very clear idea of that day’s 
lesson. 

Tue Electrician says that the life of a subma- 
rine telegraph cable is from ten to twelve years. 
It a cable breaks in deep water after it ig ten 
years old, it cannot be lifted for repairs, as it 
will break of its own weight, and cable compan- 
ies are compelled to put aside a large reserve 
fund inorder to be prepared to renew their 
cables every ten years. The action ef the 
sea eats the iron eway completely, and it crum- 
bles to dust. while the core of the cable may be 
perfect. The breakages of cables are very 
costly, and it is a very difficult matter to repair 
them in comparison with aland line. A ship 
has to be chartered at $500 a day for two or thrée 
weeks in finding the locality and in avoiding 
rough weather, ay cables can only be repaired 


Tug West Pawlet Baptist church in Vermont 
now lies a heap of charred ruins, and its people 
are lamenting the fact that there was no insur- 
ance, Itisthethird uninsured Baptist church 
which has been burned Withia a few Weeks, the 
others being at Milton and at Bpringbow, both in 
Pennsylvania, If this kind of special provi- 
dence continues, insurance policies will be in 
demand among pious people who hav neglected 
them, It has been proposed to make cburch 
trustees individually Hable for loss when a 
churoh is burned which they hav neglected to 
nsure, 


Tue Rey. Frank Marshall entered Fairland, 
Ind., without credentials, but he was so good 
‘ooking and fiuent that he readily gained favor 
with the Baptist congregation and soon became 
"heir pastor. He was equally successful as a 
beau. and was able to take his pick of the 
maidens of the place. He chose the daughter 
of.the wealthiest resident, and a wedding day 
was appointed. Just before the time came. 
however, while the popular clergyman was at 
a social gathering, his wife appeared with a 
child in her arms. He had deserted her in 
Ohio. Ajocose deacon insisted upon his kiss- 
ing her, and he did so with a bad grace, 


Mz. BRADLAUGH is certainly a man who is 
much misunderstood, He is a man of tower. 
ing intellect, of undaunted courage and perge- 
verance, a ripe scholar and a profound lawyer; 
an agitator of reforms and an inveterate ene- 
my of violence under any and all cireumstan- 
ees, and of gentlemanly deportment and lan- 
guage. I consider him the most remarkable 
man in the House of Commons. From a poor 
boy he has. by his own will and determination, 
raised himself to the position of a lawmaker of 
'heland. Such cases are frequently met with in 
this country, but not in England, where the 
suffrage is limited and where the man has 
waged a life-long warfare against church and 
state, the House of Lorde, iniquitous English 
land laws, the restrictions of the suffrage, aris- 
tocratic privileges, and even the Throne itself. 
Rely on it, you hav not heard the last of Charles 
Bradlaugh.—Philadelphia Times. 


THE Rev. Dr. Wantworth wriies to the Troy 
Times. on reading of a recent feet-waehing cer- 
„mony, as follows: “The wit of the. Illinois 
Conference, the Rev. George J. Barrett, was at- 
tending a camp-meeting held by the feet-wash- 
ing Baptists, and stood in the rustic preaching 
stand looking down. on the scene while the 
brethren and sisters gathered at the front 
benches and stripped off shoes and stockings, 
and the preacher who conducted the services 
went around the circle with a tin basin and 
towel and washed the feet presented, till all 
were served. When the ceremony was over, the 
preacher looked up to the stand, and, with the 
peculiar twang and whining upward elide of 
the voice sometimes called the ' holy tone,’ said 
with solemn distinctness, ‘We should be glad 
to know what our beloved Bro, Barrett thinks 
of this ancient and honorable custom.’ Barrett 
straightened up, and said he thought well of 
the custom; teet washing was a good thing—& 
useful habit; and, as for the cases that had 
passed in review before their eyes to-day, he 
judged it would nay been well if it had been at~ 
tended te a fortnight earlier.” 


A DIFFERENCE Of opinion exists among Eu- 
ropean engineers in regard to the practicabil- 
ity of establishing a sea, as now proposed.in 
the great Sahara. the chief problem being, it 
would seem, how to keep it up. It is argued 
that supposing the sea to be created by means 
of acanal, it will lose an enormous quantity of 
water by evaporation every day, without an 
Intro duction of an equal volume of fresh water. 
The water evaporated being replaced by a sup- 
ply coming through the canal, the whole body 
would soon reach the maximum of saturation; 
and thus, the evaporation still continuing, a 
deposit of sait will be formed which, in time, 
must fill up the whole space of the interior sea, 
tho salinity of the water being such that no 
animal life would be possible in it, and the re- 
sult being simply the accumulation of an im- 
mense eposit of salt, On the other hand, the 
projectors of the enterprise claim that the pres- 
ence of this water, and its evaporation, must 
produce copious rains, which will in large 
measure return into the sea, and thus not only 


in calm weather, One break in the direct cable | accomplish the orject referred to, but algo con- 


post $100,000, 


yert aateril waste into a fertil country, 


New York, Saturday, July 31, 1880. 


ANTHONY Oomeroox, in an interview pub- 
lished in another column, says that when the 
Sabin case was under discussion in the execu- 
tiv committee of his society, before the arrest 
was made, it was suggested that, as Mr. Sabin 
was & mdi of résvedtability and à churah-mem- 
ber, he shotild be first wartied to discontinue 
dealing in the class Of boots that Were after- 
ward seized, But the commfttes decided that 
he should be treated precisely as every 'éther 
verson engaged in violating the law. This was 
very Commendably and sternly just. But when 
Samuel Colgate, the president ot Oomstock’s 
society, mailàd citculars. the mailing of which 
constitutes a crime siinilar to that of which 
Comstock says Sabin is guilty, lie Was treated 
with far more tenderness. Indeed, had hís 
treatment been regarded by the society as a pra- 
cedent for the Sabin case, Mr. Sabin would hav 
fared very.comfortably. This is no defense of 
Sabin, for if he sold the books Oomstock says 
he did. he ought to be prosecuted all the more 
severely for his respectability; but wo cannot 
ovarlook the protection Comstock and his sd¢i- 
ety threw about Colgate, when his offense was 
as clearly proved as many Comstock had helped 
to punish.—Truth. 


AT the prayer-meeting of a fashionable 
Brooklyn church on one evening an old gentle- 
man who had just come from New Jersey told 
the people of the great need of rain felt by the 
farmers of that state. Then he asked the breth- 
ren to pray for immediate showers in order 
that the grain might not be entirely parched 
up. He was followed by a brother just arrived 
from Wisconsip. who announced that in his 
part of the country there was no need of pray- 
ing for rsin,for they had suffered from such 
copious rain falls that many of their farms 
were under water. He told them, however. to 
be comforted in view of the possible destruction 
of the hay and grain crop of New Jersey, for the 
yield of such things in Wisconsin was so great 
that the New Jersey farmers could buy of their 
Wisconsin brothers at exceedingly iow prices. 
The old gentleman, as the representativ of his 
New Jersey friends, could not exactly see the 
equity of this, not understanding where the 
Jerseymen should find comfort in having to 
buy, even at low prices, what they had expected 
toreap from their own farms. The brother 
who next led in prayer was somewhat etnbar- 
rassed. but he made it all right by thanking the 
Lord for the superabundant harvests of Wis- 
consin and offering a petition for showers on 
the parched flelds of the New Jersey farmers, 


A Lonpon correspondent of the New York Sun 
givs the following reasons * why Oharles Brad- 
laugh i: an Atheist”: You've all heard of 
Oharles Bradlaugh, thebest advertised and best 
known man in England. Well.long before this 
letter arrives you will see that he has gained 


the day and has taken his seat in the House of f 


Commons as member for Northampton. Ican 
imagine how the brilliant Co!. Bob Ingersoll 
will ehuckle over this, tor they are both on the 
same platform in religious matters. Perhaps 
the readers of the Sun wouid like to know a lit- 
tle about so conspicuous a public man. A 
friend who knows him well tells me that he was 
born near London in 1833. His school days 
were ended before he was twelve years old, and 
he, became an errand boy in alawyer’s office. 
It is somewhat difficult, with Mr. Bradlavgh’s 
avowal of Atheism. to picture him as a Chris- 
tian young man and Sunday-school teacher, 
but se it was—no one excelling him In punetu- 
ality and goodness. Then why did he hecome 
an Infidel? Well, it seems he was induced to 
prepare for a confirmation service. His spir- 
itual adviser, the Rev. I. G, Packar, told him to 
study carefullythe Thirty-nine Articles and the 
four gospels. Bradlaugh possessed then, as 
now, a mind quick at detecting discrepancies. 
Fancying that he perceived contradictions be- 
tween the Thirty-nine Articles and the gospels, 
and desiring further light, he wrote a courteous 
letter to Mr. Packar, stating his perplexities, 
and asking for counsel. Instead of a kind 
reply, the bigoted minister suspended him asa 
teacher in the Sunday-school. and this strange 
and unmanly behavior so upset the young man 
that Ke neglected his attendance at church, 
passing his Sundays at open-air meetings of 
Infidels and listening to Chartist lectures. his 
views becoming decidedly heterodox. Mr. Brad- 
laugh is a powerful orator, and he will make a 
stir in Parliament, 


SCIENCE HALL, 141 Sth St. 
[9C E EAR BROADWAY. '| $8 per Year. 


Events of the Week. 


AN eruption of Mount Vesuvius began on the 
25th. ] 

Fourteen prisoners broke out of an Iowa 
jail last week. 

Gen. Grant has been elected president of & 
mining company. 

Tug Turcomans hav Captured and beheaded 
the Russian General Skobeleff. 


A DESPERADO was lynched at Leadville on the 
23d tor deliberately shooting a policeman. 


Tap famous sea serpent has been seen again, 
this time at New Rochelle Bay, on Long Island 
Sound, 

A Boy in England was recently sentenced to 
three months’ imprisonment for stealing a 
rosebud. 

Two disastrous earthquakes recently visited 
the island of Manila. Every public edifice was 
destroyed. 

TRERE has been a fresh outbreak among the 
natives in South Africa, and a second Zulu War 
is feared. 

AN estimable young lady in Brooklyn has 
been driven insane by the recent revival at Tal- 
mage's Tabernacle. 

SixTENRK lives were lost by the running down 
and sinking of a steam yacht on the Detroit 
River, near Detroit, on the 221, 

Tan Rev. Mr, Kalloch, Jr, of San Francisco. 
has been arraigned for the murder of Charles 
de Young, editor of the Chronicle. 

A smoor of earthquake was felt at Ottawa, On- 
tario, on the morning of the 22d, Jt was acoom- 
panied by aloud, rumbling noise. 


Tap English steamship Hazeldean was sunk 
in the English Ohannel by a collision a few 
days ago. Five persons were drowned. 


AN explosion of powdér intheartillery works 
at Koorsk, in the south of Russia, not lone 
since, killed eighteen and woundod twelve per- 
BODB. . 

SEVEN hundred Mormon converts arrfved at 
this port on the 21st, on the way to Salt Lake 
City. They are mostly Danes, Swedes, Norwe- 
glans, and English. 

EragT California sea lions escaped from an 
aquarium at Coney Island a few days ago, and 
scattered through the bay. High waves had 
destroyed their pen. 


AT a recent pigeon-fiying match a carrier 
pigeon made the extraordinary, flight of 470 
miles—from Columbus, Ohio, to Hudzon Olty: 
N. J.—in 26 3 4 hours. i 


TuE entire force of & circus, somè sixty in 
number, hav been arrested and imprisoned at 
Leechburg. Pa. Some of the circus men had 
abducted and outraged the half-wittod daughter 
of a farmer. 


Tae boat Little Western, ihe smallest craft 
that ever attempted t» cross the Atiantie, has 
reached England in safety. She sailed from 
Gloucester. Mass., on June 12:h, carrying & 
crew of two. 

Dx. TANNER is now in the fifth week of his 
long fast, is in good condition, and bids fair to 
complete the proposed forty days. He has lost 
a pound a day in weight, and is two inches 
shorter than when he began his fast. 

TRE entire force of workmen—ovet one thou- 
sand—engaged in completing a new hotel at 
Rockaway Beach struck, a few days ago,and 
took possession of the hotel until paid their 
wages, which were several weeks in arrears. 


TROUBLE is threatened between the whites 
and Indians in eastern Oregon and Washing- 
ton territory, owing to the encroachments of 
the settlers on Oamas Valley. The Indians 
threaten to take forcible possession unless the 
whites leave. 

A TERRIBLE aceident occurred, on the 21st, at 
the tunnel being dug under the Hudson River 
between Jersey City and New York. The roof 
of the tunnel, near the entrance, caved in, 
instantly flooding the tunnel and drowning 
twenty men. Eight others barely escaped. The 
bodies of the victims hav not been recovered 
yet. as a ccffer-dam Will hay jo be built hetorq 
the tunnel can he cleared, ND 
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Selections. 


Conclusions Regarding Christianity. 


[The following pertinent remarks were written by B. P. 
Putnam for the new work, “The Gods and Religions of 
Ancient and Modern Times," and are extracted from that 
work:] 

Inloooking over the vast field surveyed in this 
work, several important inferences are noticeable. .. 

First, we see that the gods are entirely the crea- 
tion of human imagination. They are woven out 
of the-hopes and fears of men. - They are the forces 
of nature, the various aspects of the universe per- 
sonified by a lively fancy. Every god of history 
. €an be explained in this natural way. There is not 
the slightest evidence of any * revelation.", -If the 
gods hav grown better, it is because humanity has 
grown better; because that of which they are the 
changing reflection has advanced in brightness and 
power. Every. attribute'of a god can be found in 
the infinitude of nature. 
all the gods, man has been the father, and supersti- 
tion the midwife; and- between these three a most 


wonderful brood has been spawned in the oceans of 


human thought and fancy. Not without benefit do 


we trace with wise comparison. these grotesque pro- 


ductions of the past. They are a part of human 
history, and landmarks of progress. Though not 
facts of life, they are indications of growth; they 
are evolutions of that, most superb of all forces, the 
human imagination. When once we hav found out 
the secret of the gods—that they are not.a divine 
conclave shaping and ordering the course of the 
world, but, like mosses on the tree, are merely signs 
of decaying and transforming life—then they. be- 
come a brilliant and versatil museum, through 
which the fearless mind can wander and :see that 
they came not from above, “all bright with burning 
plumes and splendors of the sky ;" but like the 
worm they sprang and flashed from below, and their 
decaying images shall bea stratification upon which 
shall be built the temple of humanity, in which not 
even the greatest.of them shall be a living light. 

*Thought makes them and thought breaks them," 

- and thought will use them.simply as shining crystals 
by which to understand the obscurities and struggles 
of the past. s 

This natural history of the gods is most plainly 
evident in the career of Christianity. It has taken 
the dark and dreadful aspects of nature, enthroned 
them in the heart of the universe, and made them 
an avenging deity which has been the terror and 
despair of therace. The poet sings that “ nature is 
red in tooth and claw.” Truly it is. From our 
standpoint the phenomena of nature present many 
a bloody and cruel tendency ; but Christianity, in- 
stead of relieving this tendency and throwing upon 
it the light of a tender beauty, has only intensified 
it and made it more horrible and powerful yet. Its 
so-called “ Fatherhood ”.: has been a tremendous 
monster, requiring the sacrifice of his own son be- 
fore he eould be placated enough to forgiv the sins 
and mistakes of men. How can Christianity claim 
to be a revelation of the divine beauty when it has 
thus deified the blackness of the grave and made it 
the controling power of the universe ; or, as Chan- 
ning “so tersely expresses it,“ built a central gal- 
lows?" ‘So far as Christianity claims to be a reve- 
lation, it is a revelation of cruelty, injustice, and 
horror. It givs no real hope to the race. It has 
grown out of the dungeons and caverns of desolate 
nature. If there is anything kindly and sunny in it, 
this has come from the inborn sentiments of: the 
human heart, and from the other and beautiful side 
of nature herself. “east 

Orthodox Christianity is the enthronement of the 
cruel aspect of things; Liberal Christianity is the 
endeavor to put into its place the benign aspect of 
things. So far as the latter makes this a deity, it is 
a superstition still, though of a nobler sort. Chris- 
tianity, no matter how cheerful it may be made to 
appear, must pass entirely away, for any attempt to 
deify either the bright or dark side of things is 
futil—it is. all the work of the imagination. We 
must come directly to nature herself and accept her 
exactly as she is—' now bright, now dark; now 
lending splendor, now reflecting gloom.” 

We thus find the seed of every god in the fertil 
bosom of the earth. Iunumerable as the forests 
themselvs, the gods spring from the same source ; 
they grow, flourish, and decay by the same laws. 
Some are short-lived, almost, as the flowers ; others 
endure for centuries, like the majesty of the oak ; 
but all are bound finally to sink into the primeval 
dust, to be preserved only by the memory of man 
and to be no longer the ministers of his hope and 
fear. 

Again, we find that all the gods are essentially 
alike. Solomon says that there is “nothing new 
under the sun ;” and certainly this is true of the 
gods and religions of ancient times. None of them 
can boast of novelty. They are transformations 
one of the other. They are “ oft-repeated tales.” 
They lack invention. They each tell the same 
story.. The same miracles are performed and the 


l'imagination. 


Nature is the mother-of. 


Same wonders exhibited. “There may be a chauge |became 


of uniform, and-new: masks may take the. place of 
the old, but the identical drama is performed ;; there 
is the like opening and the like finale. All the thou- 
sands of. gods seem to pull the one string, and the 
“Punch and Judy" show is an. everlasting -repeti- 
tion. The gods seem less capable of growth and 
expansion than any other product of ‘the human 
The Koran.is:borrowed from the 
Bible; the New Testament is borrowed from the 
Old; and the Old Testament is borrowed from the 
Vedas. `- . 3 ; ie 

The story of the fall of man is common to many 
religions, and so is the deluge. "There hav been six- 
teen crucified saviors, all.iade out of whole cloth. 
The “miraculous birth” is a frequent: occurrence, 
and the’ “ wise men ” hav wandered to many a place 


.besides' the stable at Bethlehem. The blind hav 


received their sight, the lame been made to walk 
and the. dumb to speak, in other countries than 
Judea. Jove has not been the only thunderer, nor 
Jesus the only one who has risen from the dead and 
ascended into heaven, nor the only one who is to 
return in flames of fire. Brahma was ahead of him 
by many centuries in this brilliant display of fire- 
works. cre . i 

Christianity, in'its doctrins, forms, and ceremo- 


‘nies, is made.up entirely of what went before. The 


only really.new. thing in it is the- personality of its 
reputed founder, and it looks as if even, this was the 
product of an ancient myth. But certainly there is 
not a single original precept in the New Testament. 
There may be.fresh vigor and hope, a wonderful 
illumination: wrought from new circumstances and 
opportunity, but the same body of doctrin is there, 
the same heaven and hell, the same God and the 
same devil, that’ hav. always blessed and bothered 
humanity. The rite of baptism was nothing new. 
The Lord's Supper was a rejuvenated pagan meal. 
The Sabbath was six thousand years old. Christmas 
was a heathen festival The -mass was a Roman 
ceremony. Easter drifted. from a remote antiquity. 
The cross was born in Egypt. The church grew 
from the old-time’ sepulcher, and the pulpit sprang 
from the synagog. The ‘trinity came from Plato. 
Total depravity came from the Hindoos, and hell 
from Persia. Christianity in its final outcome was 
simply a cosmopolitan religion, new only in its com- 
bination, a complex arrangement by which India, 
Greece, and Rome found satisfaction for their 
ancient philosophies, which needed a new dress in 
order to retain the affection and reverence of the 
race. Christianity was the pantheon of all the gods 
molded into a magnificent trinity and millions of 
saints, and in this fresh fairy-land of rehabilitated 
divinities the race once more reveled with childlike 
credulity until with mature and dauntless mind it 
entered the portico of the edifice of science. 

Again, we find after accurate survey that morality 
is entirely independent of. the gods and religions. 
It has its own source in nature and the mind of man, 
and has derived but little good either from the 
teachings or the example of the gods. They hav 
been both moral and immoral—the creatures of time 
and place. In no instance hav they.ever emphasized 
the absolute right. Their goodness.has been national 
and provincial. They hav:reflected the vices of the 
age in which they ruled. 
clouds of human prejudice, very like a whale or very 
like a weasel, as the changeable’ minds of their 
votaries determined. Matthew Arnold says that 
“religion is morality hightened by emotion.” We 
night also say that as frequently it is immorality 
hightened by emotion. Religion is simply emotion, 
and in its blind. sweep curses as well as blesses, 
Where can we find greater exhibitions of cruelty, 
injustice, and sensuality than in the gods? 'To a 
certain extent religion depends on morality, but 
morality depends on religion never. Religion must 
hav some morality, or the world would send it at 
once to the dogs. But morality has no need of 
religion. It grows of its own power. Humanity 
and nature are its eternal coadjutore. It passes the 
gods disdainfully by, for they hav never yet added 
a single item to the moral acquisitions of man. 
Their commandments hav been simply repetitions 
of human experience and reason. All that the gods 
hav furnished is the thunder and the lightning. 

Christianity may be a moral power in and through 
the human element that pervades it, but not through 
its God. He has become at, last a decent fellow, 
simply because the world has insisted upon it. At 
first the Christian’s God was exceedingly immoral. 
He thought nothing of raping a few thousand vir- 
gins ; a murder seemed to please him very well. He 
could get along quite comfortably with adultery. 
He winked at a little thieving on his own account. 
He has grown better since, not by any innate ten- 
dency, but because the outside, common sense 
merality of the world insisted that unless he did 
change, he would bé thrown entirely overboard. So 
the Christian’s God has slowly conformed to the 
increasing morality ofman. It has always, however, 
been behind the times, and not ahead. 


.battle 


They hav been floating. 


It has never; 
initiated a single reform. It has never given a new; 
commandment; that has always come from the: 
heart of man; and God has opposed it until it! 


popular, and then he has thundered in its 
praise.. God, instead of being in any ‘sense the 
creator of morality, has simply been its courtier, its 
flatterer, its supple slave; and so the gods hav 
always the vices of a slave. They always curse the 
“new morality,” and hav no more.sympathy with 
virile ethics than a doll has with a growing child ; 
and one might just as well say that a doll is. necés- 
sary to the growth and beauty of the child that 
holds it as to say that a god is necessary to the moral 
progress of the race. The progress goes on, whether 
the gods will or no; and the gods are just as: often 
found upon the wrong side as upon the right side, 
and, like us poor mortals, their hindsight is vastly 
better than their foresight. ‘The gods, like: the 
priests, only furnish the millinery of ethics. "The 
growing body itself springs from the pulse of uni- 
versal humanity, and. its naked grandeur far sur- 
passes the embroideries of heaven.  . BE 
Again, while we find that the gods and religions 
hav been off and on with a genuine morality, now 
for it, and now against it, they hav-ever been the 
foe of science, True knowledge has always had to 
them. They hav ever been the fast 
friends of ignorance. 
religion may not be opposed. to.science, but as a 


matter of fact, in its historic expression, it, has 


always been opposed to science. There has.been 
from time immemorial a bitter antagonism. This 
has been most conclusivly shown in Draper's * Con- 
flict of Science and Religion." 
religion that it may harmonize with knowledge, but 
the gods which hav actually. swayed the minds of 
men have fought against every inch of advance- 
ment. Science has never found a single helper in 


any of those dark deities. Astronomy, geology, 


chemistry, the railroad, the electric telegraph, hav 
come by human grit, and never by celestial assist- 
ance. No god has ever led the way.: Whenever a 
god undertakes to lead, there is a forty-years’ wan- 
dering in the wilderness; it is science tbat cuts iis 
way into the promised land. There is no reason 
why we should be grateful to ‘the gods; rather 
should the gods be thankful that humanity has 
allowed them to exist so long as it has in their lazy 
dignity. Such leniency is entirely misplaced, for 


In itself, simply as feeling, 


We may so define. 


the “ aristocracy of the skies” hav ever been a bar | 
to discovery. They hav dreaded the light ; they , 


hav opposed investigation ; they hav wanted the 
human race *tied up," for they hav ever felt that 
more truth was fatal to their supremacy. It is 
possible that by a plentiful use of the dictionary, 
religion may be transformed into an angel of light, 
but in the past it has been an angel of. darkness, and 
has loved to hover in the midnight of ignorance, 
thinking that there only it could wing its happy 
flight ; and so on every occasion it has. summoned 
its innumerable divinities to push back the rushing 
dawn, but, like Dame Partington, they hav always 
had to giv up and let the mighty ocean of human 
progress hav its own 8weet way. 

Finally, we find that of whatever apparent use 
the gods and religions might hav been in the olden 
time, they are now eternally to be put aside. They 
ean no longer minister even to the fancy of men. 
Even as dolls they are “played out." Mankind has 
now advanced to pure science. The heavens are 
now cleared of deities, and the sun and stars alone 


„pursue their majestic way. Man is the highest 


conscious intelligence which we know anything 
about. There is neither one god nor many gods. 
There is simply the universe with its manifold 
capacities and amazing infinitude. There is endless 
force and the magnificent transformations of matter. 
There is the potency of man impinging upon crude 
material with creativ energy and new and beautiful 
order. This is all we hav. It is enough for im- 
mortal progress. Instead of a thousand changing 
gods we hav vast imperial nature sweeping on in 
unutterable music and light; we hav the sturdy 
hand of science unlocking a million secrets; we hav 


the brow of man wearing fresh laurels from day to . 


day. We bid farewell to the pantheon and take up 
our abode in the temple of humanity, where we no 
longer worship, but work; where we dwell in the 
light of reason, of simple human friendship, rejoic- 
ing in the beauty of earth and disdaiuing the 
imaginary splendors of heaven almost forgotten in 
the magnificence of nature's advancement and im- 
provement. 

Such are some of the rich and valuable lessons 
derived from a survey of this work. After this look 
into “the backward and abysm of time,” our for- 
ward look is more splendid and inspiring. We 
traverse the dim fields of the past, trace the wreck 
of many a colossal god, see the gold mingled with 


the dust, and from the weird, fantastic scene take » 


the hand of science with more noble confidence, and 
contemplate her starry brow with more elated mind. 
This admirable study of the past givs fresh impetus 
to our progress. What the gods hav vainly tried to 
do we will accomplish. Whatever gleams of promis 
and delight they hav flashed forth from the infinit 
bosom of nature we will make more illustrious and 
more fruitful still. Laying aside the errors and 


‘superstitions of the childhood of the race, we will 


still preserve its fresh vitality, The poetry, the 
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beauty, the romance, the glory, of the gods hav not 
pues away; they shine in more sublime and 
eneficent achievments, for the only god we now 
hav is the endless universe itself, and the only 
creator that shapes, combines, modifies, and makes 
more entrancing and useful the myriad forces about 
us, is that supreme intelligence that finds its throne 
in the brain of man and its angels in his skilful fin- 
gers. xd 


Communications. 


A Pile of Idea, 

Two heads are better than one, The thought in two 
heads is more powerful than the thought in one, Four 
heads are stronger than two, and so is the thought in them, 
Thought is quantitativ as well as qualitativ, "Thought 
can be massed and stored and measured as well as corn or 
coal or cotton, and they are equally combustible and incen- 
diary, under requisit conditions, and equally expansiv and 
steam-productiv under high pressure, They need to be 
carefully and judiciously handled. The thoughts in two or 
four human heads can be organ'zed ; go they can in four 
thousand or four million. In intellectual warfare it is just 
as important to platoon, regiment, and brigade ideas, and 
Parade, maneuver, and drill them for attack, as it is tke 
material bodies of soldiers engaged in material warfare. 
Let one man without adherents, without any following, fire 
off an idea, and not so far as a little candle throws its rays 
Will his loudest word be heard in a naughty world. But let 
him organize a sect, a party, a f;llowing, and establish or 
charter newspapers to take up and reverberste his earthly 
thunder, and he becomes a leader and a hero at once. 

Every man, as soon as he gets a clear ides, especially a 
brand new idea, is seized at once with an ambition to toot 
his horn and trumpet his thought into the ear of every other 
map. If he knows no better way than to go per sonally to 
One other man, and then to one other man, and so on till 
he has reached every other man, it is slow and tedious 
work, and in practice he never makes much impression be- 
yond a few personal friends. Even if he pipes his bugle 
before an audience of hundreds of thousands, and then and 
there takes no scalps, counts no noses, he builds his idea on 
the sand, and it evaporates out into space, But let him go 
to one other man and enlist him, that is, make a list of him, 

` and then they two go to two other meu and enlist them, 
that is, make a list of them, and then they four go to four 
more, and go on, every time doubling and every time enliat- 
ing, putting on record, forming into groups, squads, and 
platoons, and informing them with the idea, infusing them, 
that is, fusing, melting them in and together, with a 
thought, and attaching them at their own hearty free will 
by an esprit du corps—in that way some psychical work may 
be done, some encouraging and permanent mental progress 
made. f 

Every man likes to conspire with his neighbor, that is, 
breathe together, over an idea about which they approxi- 
mately agree. Every man likes to get the adherence of 
others to his ides, and likes to add himself to others to 
reinforce and strengthen a good idea.. He has an instinct 
that something is piled up, enmassed, fortified, by adding 

` mind to mind. But there comes a time when his instinct 
ought to be enlightened by science, and he ought to be in- 
formed that there is a science of organization. That science 
shows that every individual ought to. volunteer or enlist in 
a movement for the best good of the human race—shows 
that every individual can so enlist without abridging his 
own liberty ; indeed, by so enlisting will enlarge his own 
liberty, because he adds other shoulders to his to easily, 
. noiselessly, turn the social wheel in order to secure his own 
best good, and shows that every enlisted head accepting the 
idea, and every recorded heart devoted to the idea, is a8 
appreciable, a8 measurable, and as important as every able- 
bodied soldier enlisted in a material regiment. His ideal 
regiment is strong just according to the numbers enlisted 
in it, and again strong just according to the strength of 
the individual minds enlisted, just as a material regiment is 
strong according to the numbers, and again strong accord- 
ing to the bodily strength of the individuals, The regiment 
may be strong in numbers, but weak in mind or body. 
Mere numbers do not always carry the day. It is courage, 
celerity, alertness, inventiv resource, cunning, that win in 
the long run. These are brain qualities, all of them, power 
that you cannot see nor handle as you can a human arm or 
‘a sword which that arm wields. You see the result, but not 
the force that produces it. It is brain that tells, It is mind 
that conquers the sword. Heads and hands run in parallel 
lines and are balanced, mental with material strength, the 
one equaling the other, the one backing up, reinforcing, and 
supporting the other; so that that same organizing, regi- 
menting, drilling, and even ambulancing, that is carried s 
such perfection in the destructiv military world can be car- 
ried out to complete and perfect details in the ideal, plan- 
ning, thought constructiv world. Financiers know this, or 
rather they hav au instinct of it, a sense of it, although they 
do not as yet know the science of it; and they add pocket 
to pocket to make & formidable, remorseless, and unbresk- 
able treasury. Speculators and gamblers know it, and they 
organize ‘‘ corners,” pools, and syndicates, which bulls and 
bears may play at. The captains of industry and transpor- 
tation know it, and they organize through-lines, brancheg, 
and combinations, tempered by the lobby. The politicians 
know it, and they organ'zs into machines and rings. The 
priesthood know it, and they squat on every variation of 
religious belief or unpre-empted or ur patented line of thec- 
logic idea, and organize sects, sees, dioceses, and popedoms 
around it, and each believes his gospel is to be preached to 
every creature and is finally to rule the world, 


Everything in this world is organiz:d—except truth. 
She, poor thing, is left to shift for herself, Lies, fallacies, 
injustices, tyrannies, are organized, and hav to be, in order 
to sustain themselvs, Truth, indeed, without the aid of 
organizatiop, is enough for all the lies and injustice in the 
long run; but it is too long a run, It might just as well be 
made shorter by a hair or two—hair of the same good dog, 
organization, Truth can be greatly aided by organization, 
and there is really no law, human or divine, against organ- 
ization on the side of truth, Just a little. organization 
ought to be allowed to truth—enough to giv hera fair start, 
a little headway, and some encouragement to catch up with 
the lies, and fallacies, and tyrannies a little quicker than 
she has hitherto done, or is now doing. 

The National Liberal League is one among the very few 
Organizations on the side of truth, If it has not the honor 
of being the first among such organizations, it has of being 
the latest, most urgently needed, and most successful. The 
League has risen in answer to a demand—to supply an 
urgent need of the time, Our institutions were founded by 
the fathers on the principle of total separation of church 
and state. But the church finds she cannot exist without: 
props—without the power of the state to lean upon. God 
Almighty, it seems, having founded his church upon a 
roek, is not almighty enough to keep it there without the 
aid of the state, as against a minority of unorganized men 
in the state. S5, by stealthy ways and cat-like cunning, 
the church creeps by night through by forbidden paths into 
alliance with the state again, Besides, the church never 
was wholly rooted out from the state. There are some 
weeds, like the Canada thistle, for instance, that it is almost 
impossible to dig out of the ground so but that some little 
ends of roots will remain to sprout and grow to thrifty life- 
size again, Justso with the church, It had been so long 
imbedded in the state prior to 1776, that although the 
fathers did the best they could in laying broad and deep 
and strong the new foundations of this American state, yet 
unobserved, or, if observed, believed to be harmlese, some 
little rootlets of the church were left-uneradicated from the 
state. These hav been neglected, unwatched, sllowed to 
sprout into pew. life and grow, till to-day they hav become 
strong, threatening, and rampant, The reason of this re- 


lapse on-the part of the state, and re-grasping of power on | 


the part of the church, is, that the church organizes and 
casts votes, while Liberals do not organize, and either do 
not vote, or vote at random—vote as Often as any way with 
the church which tramples upon them. This must be 
remedied, Liberals must organize, and the Liberal vote 
must be concentrated and enmassed into an engine of 
power, as the vote of the church is to-day. Then, when 
the time comes, let them grapple. 

The progress of the League since its foundation has been 
most encouraging—a firm, healthy, steady growth, just as 
it ought to be—nothing factious or pretentious or spongy 
about it. It hag neither come up like fungi of a foggy 
morning, nor gone up like a rocket in the night. It just 
moved steadily and grandly on. Let us be satisfied with 
this firm, steady growth, and giv it our confidence, all the 
more, 88 an institution of permanence, 

Just look at the annual growth of the League ever since 
its foundation in Philadelphia in 1876, 

In its first annual Congress at Rochester in 1877, 18 local 
auxiliary Leagues were represented, or had the right of 
representation. : 

In the second annual Congress, 1878, af Syracuse, 61 local 
Leagues were represented, an increase of 43, which consid- 
erably more than trebled the National League that year. 

In the third annual Congress, 1877, at Cincinnati, 121 
local Leagues had the right of representation, an increste 
of sixty, and within one of doubliog the number of the 
previous year. Or dropping as permanently lost three or 
four Leagues that withdrew at Syracuse, the number that 
remained was More than doubled. 

The Leagues so far this year already number 200, an in- 
crease of 79. Much greater than in any one year before, 

To double again this year it will hav to gain 42 more 
local Leagues, making a grand total of 242 Leagues to be 
represented in the next annual Congress. The agents and 
workers Will hav to be very industrious to organize 42 new 
Leagues in time for the next annual Congress, which will 
probably meet in September, Still it can be done. But 
this is the last year probably that the Leagues can be 
doubled. Henceforth they must be satisfied with a steady 
increase of 100 or 200 Lesgues per annum, 

Let us organize te go slow, organize to abide, and to keep 
what we get. Things of mushroom growth perish like the 
toads whose stools they are. 

If we go steadily on, setting forth our own demands, 
loyal to our own idea, courting no other parties, flirting 
with no other attractions, conferring our voting favors in- 
dependently and- where they will secure results, we will 
come to bea power and get our. power respected, When 
factions and minor parties flad that we are temperate, that 
we demand and concede just and equal rights to labor, to 
capital, and to woman; that we accept the laws which sci- 
ence prescribes in trade, in commerce, and in finance, in 
addition to our own special planks relating to church and 
state, all other parties, as we grow stronger, will come to us, 

Then let us go slow, solid, sure, and bide our time, 

THERON C. LELAND. 
Se SS ——— 

Mr. F, F, FoLLET, of Rockford, Ill., is making arrange- 
mente for a grand campaigu through his state the coming 
fall and winter. He desires first of all to procure the names: 
of every friend of the Liberal League movement in Illinois, 
Will every friend send him his name, not forgetting to in- 
close a few postage stamps. Brother Follet is prepared to 
furnish blank forms and instructions for forming auxiliary 
Liberal Leagues, Friends in J)linois, aid brother Follet in 


his good work, 


Hornellsville Convention. 
the thousands who are preparing to attend that great gather- 
ing. There is no nobler man or abler speaker in the United 
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Liberal News Items. 
Mr, Seth N. Aller, secretary of the Society of the Repub- 


lic, of Miple Rapide, Mich., writes that that old Liberal 


organizstion is about to take out a charter as an auxiliary 
Liberal League. Good! 


Parker Pillsbury has promised to attend and address the 
This will be interesting news to 


States than Parker Pillsbury. 
Mr. J. H, Burnham, the popular Liberal orator of Mich- 


igan, writes : *‘ I assure you that I shall be more than glad 
to be present at the Freethinkers’ Convention, 


One of the 
most valuable meetings I ever attended was the one at 
Chautauqua, Your prediction as to a larger attendance this 


year than last will be fulfilled, I am sure, if Freethought 


has increased in the East as it has in this state during the 
last year. 


Mr. P. L. Coryell writes from Laramie, Wyoming: — 
“After travels of many months in quest of the true geolog- 
ical formation of the mountains and plain lands, and after 
due inquiry on the subject, I am compelled to say that the 


inhabitants of Wyoming contain more Freethinkers and 


enemies of bigotry and religious persecution for opinion’s 
sake than any other community I ever had the pleasure of 
becoming acquainted with.” 


There is one thing I desire to impress upon the attention 
ofthe Liberals of centra] and western New York, and that 


is the importance of making arrangements for meetings in | 


the various towns immediately after the Hornellsville Con- 
vention, At the Convention will be Pillsbury, Underwood, 
Jamieson, Chainey, Mrs, Colby, Burnham, Bell, Putnam, 
Leland, and a number of other of our ablest speakers who 
cau be obtained for a reasonable compensation. They 
should all be kept at work in the vicinity of Hornellsville 
for a month sfter the Convention closes, H. L, GREEN. 
Salamanca, N, Y. 
è -e 


West Pawlet Notes. 


TuE Biptists of West Pawlet hav not, of late years, kept 
a minister much over a year, and many but a month or two, 
When he goes away the members are always mad at him. 
They all love him at first, and all kick him at last, When 
their last minister came ab^ut a year ago they all worshiped 
him, They thought he was God Almighty simplified and 
condensed. They seemed to think he was Jesus Christ just 
risen. He kuew everything, and could preach, O, such in- 
structing sermons, ` He was, in fact, God and all with them, 
and what he didn’t know God Almighty didn't. Time 
swept on, and a mighty and wonderful change came over 
them, After he had preached his farewell sermon, which 
was about money and supporting a minister, one of the 
elect was heard to say, '* The damned fool don't know 
enough to suck eggs," and added, ‘‘ Somebody ought to hav 
shot. him before he got half done with that sermon.” Ofsuch 
is the kingdom of heaven, : 

A CHURCH BURNED, 

A building situated at West Pawlet, belonging to God 
Almighty, and known as the Baptist Damnation Factory, 
was burned a short time ago. Lose, about $2,500, with no 
insurance, showing that God is not much of a business man. 
It caught fire from a burning barn situated in the rear, God 
might hav moved the church a few rods away from the 
barn. It would hav been a small job compared with the 
moving of the sun bick, as he did once, He might bav 
stood some Water up edgeways between the church and 
barn, like the barks of water when he divided the Red Sea. 
He might hav fixed it as he did the children in the fiery fur- 
nace, 80 that it would not burn. He could hav changed it 
into a pillar of salt, and thus rendered it incombustible, He 
could hav sent three hundred foxes with as many of Bab- 
Cock's patent fire extinguishers tied to their tails, and ex- 
tinguished the fire. He might hav made a small flood and 
put out the fire, He might hav made the little boy who set 
the barn on fire die in his infancy, as he does many chil- 
dren because they are going to do bad things when grown 
up. He might at least hav sent an angel the day before, 
and told them to get it insured, But the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob didn't propose to fool away any mercy on 
that old gospel mill, and the elect seeing that such was the 
case did the next best thing, which was to get water. If 
there had been & Moses amoog them it would hav been 
handy, for he could hav smote a rock, and a couple of 
dozen col, refreshing, spouting, gushing springs would 
hav been very acceptable. It is a fact Worthy of notice 
that they didn’t stop to pray. It is strange that people who 
hav so much faith in prayer never try it at such times. 
There must hav been some who had faith as large as a 
grain of mustard, and they could hav moved the church a 
mile if necessary, as it was much lighter than a mountain. 
It has been estimated that over five thousand prayers hav 
been offered up to God in that church, and if they had any 
saving power it seems as though they might hay saved the 
church, 

The earthly proprietors refused to let it be used for Lib- 
eral lectures or Spiritual conventions, and it is very strange 
why God should thus let it be destroyed. The reason why 
the hotel was burned a few months ago was because a Spir- 
itual convention was held in the hall. So the elect said at 
the time, It must be discouraging to people who believe in 
special providence, and that God has an eye on them and 
their welfare, to hav their church thus burnt down, The 


:gociety is rather hard up, and it is not probable that they 


would hav thought of rebuildiag it had it not beea for the 
Infidels bragging that they could not rebuild it. That made 
a few of the elect mad, and they are going to put it right 
up, more to spite the Inddels than for the glory of God, 


AS% he: Trath Seker, July 3), 1680. 
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M $ sires. Look to England, our old mother country. "This 
Communic ations. crime would not hav been permitted one hour in old Eag- 


oe re df ind, A quarter of a century ago a postmaster-general of 
; m i Esgland ventured to detain a private letter directed to the 
Some Politics. 


f Italian revolutionist Mazzini, and there arose such a storm 
The term '' Liberal," and from that “ Liberalism,’ I take | all over England that the illustrious lord at the head of the 
it, means, in the United States, general dissent from the | Post-Office Department had to resign to appease the general 
Christian religion and opposition to it, Liberalism, I sup-|indignation. See, too, how right recently the magnificent 
“pose, comprises tkeptice, Infidels, Freethinkers, scientists, | Bradlaugh, aided by the press and people and Liberal par- 
evolutionists, Socialists, Positivists, Spiritualists, even down | tles of England, has compelled concession of his rights 
to the vanishing-point of Free Religionists, The National | against an unscrupulous ecclesiastic oligarchy in a country 
Liberal League was founded to organize and put into effectiv| Where the church is united to the state. But here, where 
shape, for propagativ and especially for voting purposes, al] | we boast of ‘a church without a bishop, and a state with- 
these varying shades of dissent and opposition. - out a king," and where the Constitution prohibits the 
- The idea of the membership and make up of the League | establishment of any religion, editors and authors can be 
‘was and is that it will be composed of those persons whose | fined and imprisoned at the beck and nod of the priesthood 
skepticism, free-thinking, and dissent are activ aud predomi- | for sending by mail a scientific pamphlet which has hap- 
nant— persons who are willing to say and do something, yes, -pened to incur their censure. And subscribers write to 
and giv something, for the promotion of Liberal principles | these editors in surprise that they or anybody should hav 
as opposed to the priesthood, the church, and their imposi- | 20y complaint against the party that now administers the 
tions upon the free citizens of this republic, It has been | government, Well, this is a consistent world! It these 
supposed that there are large numbers of Liberal persons— | Püsillanimous ideas are going generally to: prevail,. the 
men and women—in the United States who are independent, | League is a very premature organization. Based on so 
non-partisan in politics, or slightly attached to sects or par- stupendous a misapprehension of the Liberal sentiment of 
ties of any kind—persons who would find it no sacrifice to | the country, it might as well disband. But it cannot be 
drop any previous party association and unite with their | that this isthe general sentiment. It must be that the mass 
fellow-Liberals in a great, compactly-organized movement | 0f Liberals remaining behind who hav not yet spoken bav 
to oppose the aggressions of the ecclesiastic powers—unite | & Correct appreciation of the situation. It must be that the 
with them in any fair and honorable measures to compel | great body of the Liberals of this country hav carefully 
- churchmen and church property. to bear their share of taxa- | Observed the progress of events ; and, Republican though 
tion, to repeal Sunday laws, to oust the Bible from public | many of them are, they hav yet no such veneration for this 
schools; unite with them even to the extent of forming a| Party that they will continue voting for it in spite of its 
new political Liberal party or to vote with either or any of | Many crimes. It must be that the majority of Liberals 
the old parties wherever and whenever there is a prospect | know that this once great and glorious party is no longer 
. of promoting the ends, aims, and principles of the League, | the party of freedom—that it is dead in trespasses and sins, 
The League secks the patronage aud efflliation of all per. | and that it ought to be sent into outer darkness, there to 
sons who care not a farthing for the Republican party or | betake itself to meditation and repentance. . ; 
the Democratic party or the Greenback party as euch; but} But the hardest thing of all for Republican Liberals is to 
who are willing to vote for any party, or alternately for all | turn right around and vote for the Democracy, which they 
parties, just as, at any given electior, the situation and the| hav always opposed. But Liberals, above al} other men, 
prospect seem best calculated to obtain such new legislation | 876 thinker, reasoners, act upon evidence, and it ought to 
or repeal of old legislation as Liberals demand. Tae League | be easy for men of that stamp to follow their principles 
invites the activ aid, co-operation, and influence of every | Wherever they lead—to follow them out of any party’ that 
intelligent person in the United States, but it does not greatly | abandons them, and into whatever other party may take 
expect the affiliation of persons who are devotedly attached | them up and adopt them. : : 
to party, right or wrong, and who would feel distressed to| The first resolution, voted with enthusiasm by the 
. becalled upon to vote, as the Lesgue might vote, against League last year at Cincinnati, and, what is more, reported 
‘their party and for the one to which they had always been | 2nd read to the Congress by Colonel Ingersoll, Chairman 
opposed. Such persons will be a weakness to the League, of the Committee on Resolutions, reads as follows: 
and not a strength, and will do better to stay out till their] ‘‘ Resolved, That we mutually pledge each other that we 
Liberalism grows stronger than their party spirit, The rom sen dab Pietra iMd En D BHO. os ebd 
; ; e8 for a ate u ecla i 
e a E sad such persons will belief in the absolute secularization of the government; and 
Peia ca we recommend that the state and auxiliary Leagues in their 
But the great central body of activ Liberals must keep’an | respectiv localities act together upon all political ques- 
eye single to the objects of the League, and move steadily on | tions,” | 


to secure fhem, regardless of croskera on this flank, critics | Now it so happens that this year the Democratic party, 
on that, or cowards in the rear. The League is to be tojin convention assembled at that same Cincinnati, incorpo- 
Liberaiism what the Young Meü's Christian Association i8 | rated into their platform the first plank of the platform of 
to the church and the Republican party—the organizing, co- | the Liberal League, in the words, ‘‘Separation of church 
ordinating, executiv head; to carry out in our case all| and state for the good of each." In addition to that the 
measures designed to promote free inquiry and. Liberal prin- | Democratic candidate has officially announced principles to 
ciples, to strike off intellectual shackles, to repeal oppressiv | the same pnrport, which hav been published in Taz TRUTH; 
laws, to emancipate the masses of markind from all the re-| SEEKER. The Democratic party then, in its platform of 
maie ing slaveries, . ‘ principles and the utterances of its candidate, is a long way 
Meantime a new political campaign is upon us, The op | ahesd of the Republican or any other party in the adoption 
portunity is here, which comes so rarely for Liberals to| of principles which the League was specially formed to 
express themselvs, and do it effectivly, on the ecclesisstic leg- | propagate. It will be then perfectly in accordauce with the 
islation which has been imposed upon free citizens of this | above resolution of the Lesgue to cast our votes for Demo- 
republic during the last ten years, in clear violation of both | cratic candidates, as they hav ''publicly declared their 
the written and unwritten Constitution established by the | belief in the absolute secularization of the government.” 
fathers. This legislation has been enacted by the R»publi-| But suppose the Democratic party had not taken this 
can party. They alone hav done it, for they alone hav been | Liberal advance and announced these Liberal principles. 
in power; and they are the party to be punished for deeds | Suppose the Democratic and Republican parties stood about 
done in their iniquitous Congresses, ‘Will Liberals continue, | even in that respect this year, still the best political policy 
term after term and age after age, voting for the. same old | would Jead the Liberals to vote the Democratic ticket this 
decaying party because of its once glorious but now tarnished | yéar as retribution for the evil work done by the Republi- 
name? voting for it because of its early deedr, though the|cans. They are the ins and the Democrats the outs. The 
spirit of liberty bas wholly died out of it, and a spirit of } situation should be reversed even on no higher ground than 
despotism worse than the first bas been born intoit?' To the | for adequate punishment. The Liberal party must com- 
present writer this seems preposterous and illogical to the | mence voting as a party sometime, It may as well begin 
last degree, What order of mind can that be which actuates i this year as any time. We are too few in numbers to make 
any Liberal who sets any value on his principles to eubmit| much impression as a separate party. It is too expensiv, 
to repeated ecclesiastic outrages at the bands of the R:pub. | too laborious, and too ineffectual to go it alone yet. The 
lican party? Because he may be so fortunately situated that | next best thing to do is to act as. a balance of power, and 
_ these wrongs do.not here and now fall oppressivly upon hiw, | vote against the Republican party, the author of all our 
has he no regard for what may come to him in the future?! woes, The most efficient way to vote against the Republi- 
and will he submit to let the childzen of his brother Liberals| can party is to vote directly for the Democratic party. 
be miseducated in the public schoo!s; to let his poorer| Every Liberal ought to be willing to vote for the devil in- 
brethren be taxed to support magnificent churches and re-| carnate if necessary to beat a God inBensate. And it would 
lieve them from taxation; to let the whole spirit and free| be out of po love for the devil, but out of respect for his 
tendency of the republic be reversed by voting God into the | strength united to ours to turn out of heaven, which he has 
Constitution, as a Republican Senate attempted to do; to | disgraced, a dishonest God who don't know any better than 
let the editors of Liberal newspapers be fined and imprisoned | to oppress the honest men who placed him there. So too, 
for no crime but their free thought? One would suppose | it is out of no love for the Democratic party that Liberals 
. that one wide, all-pervasiv shout of protest would go up from, will vote for its candidates. Wakeman, Wright, Green, 
every member of the Liberal host—'' Not another vote, by | Bennett, and thousands of others, all Republicans and many 
the eternal! Never for you, but every time against you, tiil| of them Abolitionists heretofore, know thoroughly well the 
these crimes are expiated! ” history of the Democratic party, and concede all that can 
And yet it seems there are even subscribers for TuE TRUTH | be said against it. Its crimes in the war against slavery, 
SEEKER, whose editor suffered his year in prison for no! before and since, are all known and undisputed, i 
crime whatever, at the hands of the Republican party— | But it is not really for the Democratic party that we pro- 
readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER who write complaining let- | pose to vote. We propose to use the Democratic party as a 
ters to its editor because he proposes no longer to lick the | club to beat out the brains of the Republicans as a punish- 
hand of the tyrant who smites him, and advises the Liberals | ment for their recreancy to the principles of the founders 
of this country to vote in the most effectiv way sgainst the | of the republic. That once done, if the Da2mocracy hav no 
Republican party. Such Liberals need a shoemaking term | gratitude for our assistance in elevating them to power, if 
in a Republican prison themeelvs to develop into wider pro- | they repudiate our claim for recognition in the laws they 
portions such small hearts and brains and sympathies as | make, or, still better, unmake, we will turn square around 
they now possess, It almost seems that Republicans, aud ! at the next election, with our increased numbers, and use 
especially Republican Liherale, are degenerate sons of noble the Republicans as another club; haul the Demoeratic party 


up a blind alley, and put the same finishing touches to tkeir 
political career. TD: 

We, the Liberals, are not going to vote'as Democrats for 
the Democracy; but we volunteer, condescend for this once, 


‘to vote as Liberals for the Democrute—vote as an experiment, 


a sort of political trial trip this year, to test our engines and 
see how the machinery works, Then when the Democratic 
turn comes to go into outer darkness, as very likely it soon 
will, for their forgetfulness of the principles of freedom, we 
wil again vote as Liberals for the Republicans—and so 
alternate from election to election till we obtain the legisla- 
tion, and the repeal of legislation, which we demand. 

Every time after voting we will haul off for report of 
results, count our scalps, and look after the wounded and 
missing—keeping our forces well and compactly in hand for 
avother struggle, attacking or defending either side, but 
always pushing our own cause at every election. On the 
political chess-board there are many moves—not just only 
one move and that this one only year. If death does not 
end all, one election does not exhaust al! Liberal possibilities. 
The future is ours. : 

No harm can come from ihe Republican party going out 
of power for a term. They hav become haughty, imperi- 
‘our, Corrupt by' long-continued success. Teach them by 
defeat that they are mortal and can be cut down in the sere 
and yellow leaf; like other growths that hav become old and 
decrepit. A term or two out of power will rejuvenate 
them, A leave of absence, with a few seaside baths and 
some laundrying, will clean them up and prepare them to 
resume power with new ideas, a fresh stock of free princi- 
ples, and a wholesome ''fear of the Lord "-—and the lord 
over them ia the people who make them, and may any day 
unmake them as well. T. C. LELAND; 


———9— — — — f 


An Appeal to the Liberals of Illinois. 


WILL THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBERAL LEAGUE MOVEMENT: 


IN ILLINOIS HEED THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS ? 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hope you 
will find a place in your crowded columns for this valuable 


-address from our energetic Liberal friend F.. F. Follet. 


And I desire to imjoress it. upon the minds of the Liberals of. 
Illinois to hold up the hands of this faithful servant of the 
cause of humanity, and the best way to do thatis to imme- 
diately, after you read the address, mailto Mr. Follet a 
quantity of postage stamps or one dollar in money. 
H, L. GREEN, 
Chairman Ex. Com. N. L, L. 


THE ADDRESS. 


Fríends of the Literal cause in the state of Illinois, and 
more especially those who are in sympathy. with the 
National Liberal League movement, please giv me your 
attention. . ; . 

The National Lrberal League movement is going forward 
very rapidly in almost very part of this country except in 
this rich and fertile s'ate of Illinois, and the only conceiva- 
ble reason that I can giv why it does not advance here is 
that there has heretofore been no working sub-committee to 
push the work forward in this state ; and inasmuch as it has 


pleased the. Board of, Directors of the National Liberal 


League to appoint me to represent the state of Illinois on 
the Executiv Committee (I hav just received a certificate to 
that effect), I am extremely anxious to push forward the 
organization of auxiliary Leagues without delay; and in 
order to do this so-much-needed work more efficiently and 
more rapidly, [ am anxious, as soon as it can be accom- 
plished, to organiz3 an executiv sub committee, in accord- 
ance with the instructions.given in Article XL of the Con- 
stitution of the National Liberal League. If suitable per- 
sons can be found who are willing to take hold of this work 
with me, I shall be most happy to hearfromthem. I would 
prefer that this sub-committee be composed of two gentle- 
men and two ladies ; but I am not tenacious as to that; I 
want live workers. I would like, as far as practicable, that 
they be located in different quarters of the state. 

Now, friends of the League, please send me your nomina- 
tions for this sub-comimittee, and in the mean time let all who 
want blank applications for charters, and instructions in 
regard to organizing auxiliary Leagues, write me at once, 

And I would further appeal to the friends of Freethought. 
in the state of Illinois, and all of those who hav a desire to 
see the work of organizing Leagues prosper in this state, to 
send me pecuniary aid' in the form of postage stamps and 
money in order to help me in more efficiently carrying on 
this work. 

The Constitution of the National Liberal League makes 
no provision whereby the State Executiv Committee re- 
ceives any pay for postage, stationary, traveling, or any 
other expenses they may incur inthis work. There are but 
few, if any, men who are absorbed in business who will giv 
the work the time and attention it requires. So far as I can 
ascertain, the work has to be done by those who can the 
least afford to stand the expense. And I feel satisfied that 
when the Liberals of ‘this country come to a proper under- 
standing of the situation in this matter they will open their 
hearts and purses to help push it forward, 

lama poor man, past the meridian of life (56 years old), 
and I am willing to devote the remainder of my life (as.I 
hav been doing for some years past) entirely to the cause of 
humanity and to the advancement and elevation of the 
human race. 

But I must hav soma pecuniary sid in order to succese- 
fully carry forward this League work. I will endeavor to 
make monthly reports of all sums received (when the. re- 
mittances amount to ten cents or upwards) in Tue TRUTH 
SERKER and Mind and Matter, Ihav never asked aid for 
myself to the amount of one cent, and I hope I may never 
be compelled to do 89, But now I feel compelied to ask aid 
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' it and take courage. 


Ge Truth Seeker, Talp 31, 1880. 


BES 


for the cause of humanity and the good of the generation in 


"which I liv. 


Friends of free thought, free speech, freó press, and free 
mails; friends who are in favor of ‘national protection to 
national citizens in all of their equal, civil, and religious 
rights, irrespectiv of race or sex, let me hear from you. 

The work we hav in hand does not. brook delay. The 
Christian church, through its ministers, such as Anthony 
Comstock and the Y. M, C, A., is leaving no means untried 
or stone unturned in its endeavors to crush out freedom of 
thought, speech, and action in regard to free religious belief 
and liberty in this country. And the sooner we, as men and 
women, meet these issues, the better it will be for genera- 
tions that are so follow. F., F, FOLLETT, 

Rockford, IU , June 24, 1880, Box 268. : 


P. S.—I keep on hand and take orders for all of D. M. 
Bennett's publications, as well as his photos in prison garb 
and ‘those’ taken before his imprisonment, which I am pre- 
pared to furnish at publisher's prices. I also take subscrip- 
tions'fo TuE TguTH SEEKER and Mind and Matter, 

FE E F. 


e 


Two Hundred Auxiliary Liberal Leagues !—The 


Political Situation, 
. Secretary A. L: Rawson notifies. me by to-day’s mail that 


` a charter has just been issued for auxiliary Liberal League 


No, 200, and he adds, ‘‘ Please notice and hurra.” And this 
charter, 1 am glad to know, has been issued to one of the 


“oldest and best Liberal associations in the United States, 


the old Liberal Association of Maple Rapids, Michigan. 

Two hundred auxiliary Liberal Leagues ! only think of 
Now let the good work goon. This 
news should stimulate the members of each of tlie old 
Leagues to meet and reorganize and go to work, It should 
inspire the friends of state secularization who are still unor- 
ganized to at once meet and organize, 
Liberals all over the country to greatly renewed action in 
behalf of the principles we profess, __ 

Yesterday I was gratified to learn that Mr. Bennett and 


: Mr. Underwood, two of the ablest champions of the Liberal 


cause, had settled their differences in an amicable manner. 


`. Thaf is just as it should be, and I hope this good example 


may become contagious in the Liberal ranks. . Now that we 
hav two hundred auxiliary Liberal Leagues we can afford 
to be a little magnanimous with each other and forget our 
differences and “shake hands across the bloody chasm.” 


: The political situation is being earnestly discussed in THE. 


TRUTH SERKER and other Liberal papers, and some of the 
writers are expressing their views in strong language. 


Friends, we must try and not get too much excited and lose 
sight of the interests of the Liberal Léague movement, It 
is evident that neither of the old political parties are very 


It should arouse the 


names of Liberal editors and leading Liberal papers; then 


|the railroad and hotel arrangemente, and other important 


things; around it all a fine border, 

These posters will be ready for delivery by the time these 
lines are in print. Every Liberal inthe United States will 
want one copy at. least to keep for an ornament in the sit- 


. ting room, 


Now, remember, I will forward a single poster for ten 
cents; over one and less than twenty-five, seven cents each; 
over twenty-five and less than one hundred, six cents each; 
one hundred and over, five cents each. Now I desire to 
learn now many true Liberal friends I hav, and { shal: con- 
Bider every person who orders one poster and puta it up, one 
of my personal friends, I never was more earnest in any 
work than this, "Ten of these large bills well posted in a 
small town, if not a person thereof attends the Convention, 
will do more for the Liberal cause than a good lecture, Let 
us now get five hundred orders this week, I mean all I say 
in this matter. .H, L, Gruen, 

Salamanca, N. Y. es , 


_ OOO m 
Work for the Liberal League. 


.To TAE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir. If there are 
any Liberals who sre foolish enough to think there is no 
necessity for the National Liberal League movement, let 
them read the following resolutions passed by the United 
Presbyterian General Assembly of the United States: 


. WHEREAS, It pleased God in his eternal purpose to 
choose and ordain the Lord Jesus, his only begotten Son, to 
be the heir of all thinge, and judge of the world, by virtue 
of which appointment he exercises a dominion over all 
created persons and things, which dominion all intelligent 
beings to whom he has been revealed are bound to acknowl- 
edge in their respectiv stations and relations ; and 

WnEBEAs, The Constitution of the United States contains 
no explicit recognition of God, or of the supremacy of his 
law, or of the subjection of the nation to the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; therefore : 

Resolved, That this omission, whether due to oversight or 
intention, is a serious defect! in that otherwise excellent 
instrument, and one which should, by legal and constitu- 
tional means, be removed. 

Resolved, That Christianity is the vital and essential pria- 
ciple of tree government.. The prosperity of the nation and 
ita permanence depend, therefore, on the maintenance of its 
Christian character. When it shall voluatarily bring itself 
into a proper relation to the author of its existence, and to 
his son, exalted to be the '' prince of the gings of the earth,” 
then ‘‘ our land shall yield its increase, and God, even our 
God, shall bless us." ` 


The only way to protect ourselvs against the encroach- 
ments of this church power is to multiply the auxiliary Lib- 
eral Leagues. Friends, organize at once in every town 
where the Liberals can be found, H, L. Green. 


———— or 


much in love with us. We hav compelled them all to say 
something in their platforms for the purpose of obtaining 
our votes, and if we get further concessions from them in 
the future it will be by working in unison so as to make 
our strength felt, For myself, I am inclined to the opinion 
that if we could all go together it would be about the best 


A Word about Bequests. 


. To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir : Admitting 
that a man should hav the privilege of disposing of his prop- 
erty by will as he sees fit, we are still surprised that a man 


thing we could do just now to use the Democratic candi- 
dates to punish the Republican party for its shortcomings. 
But I may be mistaken. I desire to hear the opinions of all 
before I definitly decide. I am nota Greenbacker, but if 


Iam convinced that by voting forthe Greenback ticket I 


can best subserve the Liberal League movement, then I will 


vote that ticket. 


` The way I look at it is this: 
question should be the secularization question, 


political questions affect all persons alike, If the present 


financial arrangements oppress the people, the oppression is 


felt alike by the Catholic, Protestant and Liberalist—by the 
Democrat, Republican, and Greenbacker. But the injustice 
that the Liberal League movement was organized to remedy 
is felt only by persons with eertain opinions, The Liberals 
in this country to-day are a proscribed class, denied the 


‘advantages others enjoy, and proscribed on account of the 
- views they entertain on religious quéstions ; and until I am 


a free man, enjoying the same privileges that my orthodox 
neighbors do, I shall not take much interest in other politi- 
cal questions. 

My idea is that we should all vote together, and let’ that 
vote be cast where it will aid us the most, But, friends, do 
not allow your zeal for your own way of thinking in rela- 


tion: to our duties politically this fall to cause you to do any-. 
thing or say anything that shall weaken our strength or the 


cause we all hav at heart, I hav confidence that good coun- 
cil will prevail at the next Liberal League Congress, and if 
we do not come to a conclusion in which we will all agree, 
we will at least make a long step forward toward political 
action in favor of state secularization, 

With two hundred live Liberal Leagues, and the number 
constantly growing, we can become, if we will, a great 
political power in this country. Again I say, let us keep 
coo] and exhibit wisdom and discretion in whatever we do, 
and act together for the good of humanity. 


H. L. GREEN. 
———— 9 Oo — ——— 


AMI. Freethinkers! Read Carefally and 
Respond, 

1 am.confident that the best work that I ever devised was 
the getting up of the large posters for the Hornellsville 
Convention, and now I desire to learn how many friends I 
hav who willaid me in getting them circulated from one 
end of our country to the other, Remember the size, 
38x48; color, red, white, and blue, An eagle at the top 
with a scroll ia his beak, on which is inscribed, ‘‘ Universal 


mental liberty.” At each side of the eagle selections from 
Paine and Ingergoll; then a full notice of the meeting, with 


a full list of our speakers, some thirty; next comes the 


With Liberals the vital 
. The other 


| would be utterly impossible. 


will do it in a way more td gain notoriety than to really 


.| benefit the object for which it was intended, following 


out the rule, as it were, that as the wealth was limited to 


its benefits. While we further admit that perhaps many of 
these people are sincere in their work and honestly believe 
that it will do the most good in the way they dispose of it, 
and fully believe that an established religious creed or in- 
stitution is more fitted to be intrusted with the bequest than 
some untried institution or charity, they are no doubt in- 
fluenced to do this by those who hav an interested motiv 
about it, and so these men are more or less duped in the 
matter. Let this be asit may, my question is, Hav these 
people really done the best they could in this disposition? 

Out of armies of lawyers, doctors, divines, writers, and 
statesmen, how very few ever arise.to distinguished hon- 
ors! Soin the matter of bestowing bequests; how very few 
ever truly distinguish themselvs by a happy hit! Girard 
was one who showed a far-reaching mind, He intended 
that his bequest should truly benefit the people. And 
where, let me inquire, has a charity done a nobler work than 
his? Peabody, in his efforts to educate the colored people 
of -the South, has done another noble deed. Cornell has 
followed Girard. Cooper has done a grand thing for New 
York city. These men hav really done weil, and they hav 
truly reached the people. They hav thrown their charity 
open unto all, and this proves that their hearts had truly 
the right beat. And it may be reasoned that these men had 
unlimited wealth to bestow and could so dispose of it as to 
make successful ascheme which with a few thousands 
I am not so sure about that. 
Small bequests hav to be concentrated with others in order 
to become successfulin work, and why not in one field as 
well as another? 

To illustrate thie, suppose a person desires that a free art 
school should be established in the city of Providence, R, I., 
and he knows that what he can afford to giv will not estab- 
lish it, then he admits that he has got to hav more aid be- 
fore it can become available, Well, then, giv it direct to 
the city itself and name your conditions, Jt would be ac- 
cepted, no doubt, if the terms were of a reasonable nature, 
Others, with similar minds, seeing that so much had been 
done, would be anxious to giv the object another push for- 
ward, Others throwing in their mite, the object would be 
accomplished, and a glorious charity at length blossom into 
fruition which would be destined to do a permanent good 
unto all, This case will hold good in other fields wherever 
it may be spplied. 

It is right here that these people are duped. The should 
never giv to sectarian control, but always diregt to the gov- 
ernment, to be managed for the good ofall. Charity should 


ever be broad and freq, apd should in thia Tanner be ind 


the donor in his life, so it should afterwards be limited in|. 


tributed. Without this wholesome feeling in the soul the -` 
charity availeth nothing. 

I hope to see this public spirit, so well begun by Girard, 
Cooper, Cornell, and others, blossom still more in the future; 
and I should be pleased to see the public administer for the 
good of all instead of a trusted few. Could a free achool 
of art, of music, of history, or a high school, be established 
in every towa in our country by these voluntary means, 
how much good would they bestow upon the community! 
The more these schools could ‘be scattered, the more góod 
they would do, Hundreds and thousands would avail. 
themselvs of this. charity that are now debarred by distance 
from the school alone. 

Here is a good field to work in, and one that appeals to ` 
true charity, and one that will test the true feeling of the 
heart. It remains to be seen in the future how many will 
stop giving to sectarian institutions, being flattered to do it 
more or less, or who will use a more independent mind and 
bestow their favors upon the government, to be used for 
all. 

No person could leave a more worthy monument of him- 
self than to plant, or help plant, a free high school in his 
nativ town, This institution, if rightly established, will 
last long after a marble slab will lie prostrate in the dust, 
It would stand as a green bay tree, and keep its donor's 
name forever bright, and implant a warming influence in 
the hearts of all who come under its benign sway, — 


JAMES W. ARNOLD. 
Hamilion, R. I. Í 


The Brussels Congress 


Is to meet Sunday, August 29th, and will hold three sessions 
daily for three days, closing on Tuesday, the 31st, with a 


‘solemn secret session, with doors closed to all but the faith- 


ful to the cause, The prospects of our delegation are better 
than ever, Indorsements and money still come in, and it ig 
safe to say American Liberals will hav no reports from 
there to cause regret in having recognized a forward move- 
ment in the work of humanizing and secularizing the gov- 
ernments of the world, A. L. Rawson, 
a 


Convention of Michigan Spiritualists and Lib- 
eralists. 


The Spiritualists and Liberalists of Van Buren and ad- 
joining counties will hold their rext Convention Saturday 
and Sunday, August 7th and 8:h, 1880, in the apple orchard 
grove of Robert Nesbitt, in the township of Hamilton, six 
miles northwest of Decatur village, commencing at 2 
o'clock, P.« , on Saturday, 

Dr. A. B. Spinney, of Detroit, and Mrs, E. C. Woodraff, 
of South Haven, are engaged as speakers, Dr. C, A. Dun- 
ning, of Marcellus, will furnish vocal music; the Hamilton 
Brass Band, instrumental music, There will be some tent- 
ing on the ground, also a refreshment stand with lemonade 
and ice-cream, 

To help defray expenses and avoid ‘passing the hat,” a. 
fee of ten cents for each adult will be taken atthe gate om 
Sunday, L, 8, Burpics, Pres't, 

Box B, Kalamazoo, Mich. | 
Lorrig M, WARNER, Sec’y., 
Paw Paw, Mich. 
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Book Notice, 


THE Gons AND RELIGIONS OF ANOIENT AND MODERN 
TrM&s. —D. M. Bennett, editor of Tux TROTA BEEKER, 
author of “The Champions of the Church,” * Tne 
World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers,” etc., hag 
brought out this work from his office of publication, 
141 Eighth street, New York city. 


The volume, which the writer states to be more of a com- 
pilation than an original production, opens with an intro- 
duction of nearly fifty pages, in which the antiquity of the 
earth and man’s primitiv condition upon it are discussed, 
followed by accounts of early superstitions; origin of 
priests and their rule ; ancient forms of worship, and brief 
sketches of Hindoo, Norse, Greek, and Roman mythology. 
The main body of the work consists of historical deserip- 
tions of numerous gods, demi and semigods, with outlines 
of the teachings supposed to hav emanated from them, 
These divinities Include those worshiped by the Hindoos, 
Persians, Chaldeans, Egyptians, Chinese, Greeks, Romans, 
Norsemen, the African tribes, and other savages, sæd the 
Semitic races, numbering in all about two hundyed. The 
latter portion of the hook is devoted to a history and criti- 
cism of the Bible, given in that thoroughly radical style 
that chargoterizes all of the writings of Mr, Bennett. 
There will be found in the 835 pages of this volume a great 
amount of information, & large proportion of which is not 
in any other form aceessible to a majority of the people. 
The book ig dedicated ‘‘To Mrs. Margaret McEwen and 
Mrs, Martha Van Allen (mother and daughter), two nobis 
women, who hav shown marked kindness, not only ta the- 
writer, but to many sick and dying in the prison hospital 
(where these pages were written), and who by their contin- 
ued kindness hav eaused many rays of cheerful sunshine to 
fall upon the sick and hapless prisoners, though differing 
in religious views from the author.” Women who merit. 
such & dedication are certainly worthy of all praise, —Ban- 
ner of Light, 


—M 


Mrs, Corng* and Mrs, Smith will attend a two-days, 
meeting af Little Valley, N. Y., the last Saturday and Bun- 
day of July, and at Byron, a grove-meeting, the first Sunday 
of August, Persons wishing their services can address them 
accordingly. Permanent address, Laons, N. Y. 
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Tan firat American bank was instituted in 1781, 
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Discussion lever inhabited Judea? . Your list of “the best,the scriptures : “I have carefully and regularly pe- 
K Bible scholars ” amuses me. Prof, Kuenen, Ewald, | rused the Holy Scriptures, and am of opinion that the 
and DeWette, and the à learned Germans ” are pro- | volume, independently of ue divine origin, contains 
ds verbially rationalistic, Greg is a pronounced Infidel | more sublimity, purer morality, more important his- 
Mr. Mair’s Fourth Letter. who has written against Christianity, and Chadwick | tory, and finer strains of eloquence than can be col- 
New Yor, July 21, 1880. jis not mueh better—a very liberal Unitarian. Why |lected from all other books, in whatever language 
Mz. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: The criticism of ;did you not also quote F. W. Newman, Eichhorn, they may have been written.” And Prof. Muller 
your second letter was written in haste and partly | Bauer, and perhaps Prof. Robertson Smith? Still, | sums up the advantage of a comparative study of 
with the hope of drawing from you a more careful | DeWette wrote this just before his death in 1849 : | religion, particularly of the orientals, in these words, 
‘and logical support of your first thesis. To hold up|“ This only I know, that there is salvation in no|‘‘ Weshall learn to appreciate better than ever what 
a record of ancient mythology against portions of | other name than in the name of Jesus Christ—the | we have in our own religion” (Chipsfrom a German 
which parts of the Bible were especially directed, | crucified.” 1 can name you Bible scholars equal to | Workshop). 2 l 
and without further comment or argument exclaim, | DeWette, the greatest of these, who did not accept | The lists copied from Graves’ “Sixteen Orucified ` 
“There, that disproves Christianity,” is to reject itin | such silly conclusions. The age of Genesis, as you | Saviors,” and also your own catalogue of virgin-and- 
a spirit of rash indifference upon the most superficial | remark, and the reliability of Josephus,will be proper | child traditions, are slovenly pieces of composition. 
examination and not on incontrovertible evidence. | topics to discuss hereafter. í No. 6, Thammuz, is the name under which the 
I presume that the body of proof of the first thesis| J judge you have given my reply a very hasty|Phonecians and Syrians worshipped Adonis (No. 
js now before us, and laying aside, as far as I may | reading. I have not anywhere, as yet, alleged the 29) of Greece. He-is referred to in the Bible, as is 
be able, all bias, I desire to examine it with impar-|rapid and wide diffusion of Christianity as a proof|also Baal. Why duplicate? Besides, he was not 
tiality and thoroughness. But I shall have to make | of its truth and divinity, but merely as one proof of erucified but killed by a wild boar on Mt. Lebanon. 
some corrections before I really enter on the work|the personal existence of Christ. You mistake his- | Neither was Atys (Nos. 17 and 13) crucified, but on 
of comparison and criticism. tory when you mention any other religion as having | account of his broken vow became insane, unmanned i 
Firstly, I repeat distinctly and unqualifiedly that|as rapid a diffusion, which seemed so cogent an |bimself, and was changéd into a fig-tree. Quirinius ` 
itis a gross perversion of scripture to suppose that argument in favor of the Christian revelation to the | (Nos. 40 and 8) was the name given after his deifi- 
‘there was any physical action in the begetting of | polished but unbelieving Gibbon that he elaborates | cation to Romulus, the reputed founder of Rome. 
the human body of Jesus Christ. No Christian | five reasons to evade its force. I should call these| According to mythology he was carried to heaven 
holds any such abominable thought. The idea of|reasons axiomatical absurdities, were it not that| by his father Mars as he was reviewing the people 
any sexual cohabitation of God with the Virgin| judging from the manner in which you bring in an | near the marsh of Cupra. Another tradition represents 
Mary is abhorrent to every sect of Christians. You | irrelevant defense of Thomas Paine, against whom I| him as murdered by the Roman senators for his tyr- 
may, if you choose, continue your flippant remarks|have said nothing, you might also digress to anny,and cut into pieces and carried out of the Senate- 
. on this supposition, which originated in Infidel] eulogize Mr. Gibbon. _ | chamber under their cloaks—a decidedly curious cru- 
minds, and are held by such only, but in so doing} The historians I had in mind were Josephus, Tac-|cifixion. Prometheus (12 and 9) was chained to Mt. 
you forfeit all honesty and manliness, and only mis- | itus, and Seutonius, and you might include Pliny. |Caucausus, where a vulture or eagle preyed daily 
lead those who are no better informed, It is perhapsa slight inaccuracy to call the last three | upon his liver, which grew again at night. Who is 
In your last letter you say: “Christianity is held | contemporaneous, because they lived about seventy | your authority for the crucifixion of Indra? Some 
up to the world as being a supernatural system of|years after Christ's crucifixion, Tacitus, as you of the names you adduce are new to me, but it 
religion, though gotten up less than nineteen hun-|know, speaking of Christians, says, “The author of | would be a waste of time to examine them further, [ 
dred years ago, and that upon the divinity of its|that name was Christ, who in the reign of Tiberius | as wellas an insultto the intelligence of every reader 
character the whole world depends for present or} was punished with death, as a criminal, by the proc- who obeys the scriptural injunction, “Prove all 
future happiness. The claim is stoutly made that|urator Pontius Pilate;" and Seutonius records that | things, hold fast that which is good.” 2 
it is a new discovery, a divine invention of the|* Claudius Cæsar expelled the Jews from Rome| In your own carefully (?) prepared list at the end 
greatest importance to the whole world, the like of | (a.p. 52), because they raised continual tumults at|of the letter your passion for the epithet * virgin 
which was never known before. Now this claim is|the instigation of Christ.” Ido not quote these to | mother? has led you into a ridiculous blunder. Your 
true orit is untrue.” If by Christianity you mean | rely on them now, merely to acknowledge the slight | definition of virgin would not agree with Worcester 
salvation by the death of Christ, you err when you | chronological inaccuracy. With regard to the|and Webster. In plain, not one of those you enu- 
Bay it was * gotten up less than nineteen hundred | governmental archives to which I referred I see you | merate was a virgin, but all obtained offspring in the 
years ago." The gospel was preached to Adam, claim for yourself a relationship to the old lady with | usual manner. And then as to “No. 5,—Alemene, 
and he and every saint in the Old Testament was|whom you wish to connect me. You say that “if|virgin mother of the Redeemer Alcides," she was 
saved by the foreseen sacrifice of him who. was to | any archives can be produced relative to the cruci- | married women, the wife of Amphitryon, king of 
come. ‘The scripture represents that there was a|fixion of Jesus I am certain they are also spurious | Thebes, and mother of Alcides by Jupiter, who vis- 
revelation made to Adam, Abel, Enoch, Noah,|forgeries," in a decidedly “I told you so” manner. | ited her in the guise of her husband! Alcides was a 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, and thousands of |I referred to the Acti Pilati, quoted by the early | patronymic of Hercules, duplicated in No. 17. The 
others of the elect of God before the commence-| Christian apologists Justin Martyr and Tertullian, | “ Redeemer Sakia-Muni,” No. 4, here is.“ Buddha 
ment of the written revelation. There never was a|a paragraph of which reads as follows: Sakia of India," and “Sakia of the Hindoos,” No. 2, 
time when the knowledge and salvation of the true} “Pilate to Tiberius, etc. : of the foregoing lists, and who never was in fact, 
God was entirely lost to the world. Some scattered| “Ihave at length been forced to consent to the|and never believed to have been in fiction, a cruci- 
saints here and there, like Enoch, amidst all the | crucifixion of Jesus Christ, to prevent a tumult|fed savior. Isis, No. 3, is identical with Io, No. 4, 
darkness and moral wandering, walked with God;|among the Jews, though it was very much against|this being the Greek form, that the Egyptian. Is 
_ and Christianity, in this sense, began with the com-|my will. For the world never saw and probably |it on such glaring inaccuracies and perversions that 
mencement of the ruined world, when first the glad | never will see a man of such extraordinary piety | Infidelity builds its superstructure? Am I not 
tidings of the mercy of God were told to Adam, and | and uprightness. But the high-priests and sanhe-|justified in calling the whole thing slovenly ? 
the sweet story, now fully told out, has been the|drim fulfilled in it the oracles of their prophets and| | From the utter misunderstanding of Biblical the- 
felicity of myriads of redeemed sinners ever since.|of our Sibyls. While he hung on the cross, a|Ology which has been shown in support of the first 
The full revelation, I grant you, was made when |horrid darkness which covered the earth seemed to | thesis of this discussion it seems necessary to have a 
* grace and truth came” fully manifested “through | threaten its final end. His followers, who profess to | Statement of scriptural teaching as to the person and 
Jesus Christ;” but his coming has been the hope of | have seen him rise from the dead and ascend into | character of Jehovah to obtain a proper standard of 
prophecy—to which fact you obstinately shut your} heaven and acknowledge him for their God, do still |comparison. Having ascertained this, we will be 
eyes and adduce no comparison—since Adam. The |subsist, and by their excellent lives show themselves | more competent to contrast with it the systems from 
promise to Adam has been the genuine coin, of which | the worthy disciples of so extraordinary a master. | which Mr. Bennett derives Christianity. 
all false religions are the counterfeits, and very poorly |I did all I could to save him from the malice of the| The revelation of God in the scripture is partial, 
executed at that. As tothe remark that “if other|Jews, but the fear of a total insurrection made me | progressive, and relative, and it was historically 80 
mythical gods had long before fallen in love with the | sacritice him to the peace and interest of your em-|to the Jews. It is not a pantheistic or materialistic 
daughters of men and got them with child, it is| pire? (McClintock & Strong’s Enc., vol. ii, p. 680). | conception, but the belief in the existence of a dis- 
hardly worth while for Jehovah, or rather Jahveh, |I am aware that the genuineness of this is disputed | tinct Personal Cause, who existed apart from and 
to claim he was the inventor of that process. If he|(but what is there favoring Christianity that Infidel- | before the universe. An eternity before the creation 
had only followed in the footsteps of his predeces-|ity has not disputed?) but my own convictions|the same almighty, all-wise God existed; and when 
sors we cannot accord him the honor of originality | from the circumstances attending it are that. it is not | it pleased him to call matter into being, he created 
in that line," etc., it merely shows the incompetency |spurious. Still I should not have quoted it had you it out of nothing and shaped it in its present condi- 
of the writer, which he confesses in the ninth para-|not asked for it, It forms no part of my argument, |tion, as briefly sketched in Genesis, ending with the 
graph, to distinguish the difference between the| Astotheninth paragraph I have already sufficiently | creation of man in * his own likeness.” This crea- 
coarse conception of a god with human passions and | noticed its contents. I hardly care to defend my |tion, including man, is still depending upon him for 
lusts and a human structure seducing a virgin out|sincerity if you are ungenerous enough to doubt it,|continued existence and preservation ; it has no 
of mere concupiscence, and the formation of, by the | but my first thought of your meaning was that you | power to exist inherent in itself. Omniscient, om- 
power of God, without lust or connection, a human | had confounded Gabriel with the Holy Ghost and | nipotent, and omnipresent providence is everywhere 
body in a virgin's womb for the most exalted pur- | supposed it was the latter who delivered the message | ascribed to God in the scriptures, | 
pose—the satisfaction of his justice znd honor and | to Mary. It was probably stupid on my part, but I| Man was created innocent, with power to remain 
the salvation of men. Neither, sir, does it honor | was not certain of your reference. so, but by his own wilful act he brought on himself 
your sense of the consideration due to an opponent| As to Christ being accounted by Christians a |the penalties of a broken law, and destroyed the har- 
who believes Christ the holiest and best gift of}demigod, you will pardon me if I am sufficiently | mony of the universe. The scripture, henceforth, is 
God, and who naturally is very averse to such ir-| dogmatic to insist that theologians do not hold so.|that man is an apostate rebel and God has to deal 
reverence and flippancy. If you were a Buddhist, I| But if they did, it makes no difference, scripture | With him in that character. As a rebel, despising 
should certainly expect, however desirous I might | does not teach it, God and his holy law, God must punish him, yet 
be to win you from delusion, to treat your faith} Inregard to Buddhism, you are not called upon, as} God is essentially love; and how infinite justice de- 
with all courtesy and reverence, for there is nothing} you have said, to defend it, and the lengthy quota- | manding reparation for a broken law, and infinite 
at which, if a man sincerely believes, 7 can scoff. | tations you have made are pointless, I sincerely | mercy for the sinner, can be both exercised without 
You misrepresent me (unintentionally, I grant) | admire and pity Buddha and have no harsh word to} destroying either is the glory of the Christian reve- 
when you quote me as affirming-that * while you (I) | say of him. I shall hereafter, however, compare his | lation—redemption outgiories creation. 
admit that religious systems have borrowed from|system more fully with Christianity, and now I| The probation of man by God forms the theme of 
other systems, you (I) seem at a loss whether Juda- | must turn to your preceding letter. God’s dealings with him in the Old Testament, which 
ism borrowed from other nations or other nations} Among the authorities you quote are Sir William | yet proclaims by types and shadows the greater truth - 
from Judaism." Idid not say anything of the sort. | Jones and Prof. Max Muller, both I think Chris-|to be revealed. Man, a fallen creature, does not know 
My own mind is perfectly convinced of the divine | tians, the former I know a most devout one. They | God and has no desire toward him.. The world be- 
origin of Judaism. And as far as your further re-| are better competent to express an absolutely relia-| comes abominably wicked, and man proving irre- 
marks in the paragraph have any truth, they merely | ble judgment on the comparative merits of Chris-|trievably evil, the earth is purged and a new race, 
prove what I did say. tianity and other systems than either of us, so I|to put it that way, is commenced. But failure 
As to the fifth paragraph—you will pardon me for|scarcely need an apology for the following quota-|marks this, Noah, scarcely redeemed from the flood, 
the satire, but why did you not deny that the Jews! tions, Sir William thus expresses his judgment of | becomes drunken. Then after an interval Abraham 
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is separated from idolatry and made ‘the depository : 


of blessed promises, “A nation springà from him to 


whom a law is given, and God reveals himself to` 


them ‘as Jehovah—a name of relationship. Man 


without law fails, God now tests a nation under law, and work of God may be summarized as follows : 


they fail. He sends them prophets, they reject 
them,“ then said the lord . ; What shall I 
do? I will send my beloved son, it may be they will 
reverence him when they see him... Bat when the 
husbandmen saw him, they reasoned among them- 
. selves, saying, This is the Lord, come let us kill 
him ` so they killed him, . a : 

These dealings with man so far related extend 
ovér a period of four thousand years, during which 
God manifests his existence by the universe he 
made, answered prayers, confirmed revelation by 
miracles, and establishes his claim to be God by 
prophecy—though of course prophecy has other dè- 
signs. That this is a scriptural exposition of mir- 
acles and prophecy, I quote Exodus vii, 5, where, 
referring to the miracles against Pharaoh, it ia writ- 
ten, ‘‘ The Israelites shall know that I am Jehovah 
when I stretch forth my hand upon Egypt,” and as 
a disproval of false gods Jehovah challenges, “Show 
the things that are to come hereafter, that we may 
know that ye are gods” (Isa. xli, 23). 

As to the mode of divine existence, while finite 
understanding can never grasp it, it is, relatively 
speaking, gradually unveiled, The unity of the god- 
head is a truth indicted in Old and New Testament 
alike. “Jehovah our God is one Jehovah” (Deut. 
vi, 4, and Mark xii, 29). But in the Old Testament, 
beginning with the first revelation of the person of 
God up to the last chapter, there is a grammatical 
singularity in the language, Says a converted 
rabbi, eminent for his knowledge of Hebrew, “'The 
word Elohim, which we translate God, is plural. 
. .. . -How came Moses to chose this word when 
another singular name (viz., Ail and Eloah, which 
he uses on other odcasions) might have been em- 
ployed to describe the éreation of the world and the 
supreme God” (Frey’s Judah aud Benj., pp. 130,141. 
Briefly, the teaching of Scripture and the Christian 
faith is that God is a trinity of persons in the unit 
: of the godhead, which was also, though less fully 
revealed, the belief of the Jews before Christ, as the 
glosses of the rabbins fully prove. 

After the fall of man there is the promise of à 
savior, with a word used that intimates his divinity: 
*[ will put enmity between thee and the woman 
and between thy seed and her seed, he (as it should 
be translated being a Hebrew word, in other places 
rendered Jehovah) shall bruise his head,” etc. Then 
as the time draws near, the prophecy becomes more 
circumstantial, foretelling the time and place of his 
birth, his mission, his miracles, his rejection, his suf- 
ferings, his betrayal, his death, his burial, his resur- 

rection, his ascension, his salvation, etc., etc. These 
' were written at various times during many hundreds 

of years, so that they cause a great desire for and ex- 
pectation of his coming. Yet when he came and ful- 
filled all these prophecies, they rejected and crucified 
him as foretold, and yet to-day jealously guard the 
very books that testify of him and witness against 
themselves. I especially direct your attention to 
this and ask you if you have adduced any character 
and circumstances resembling it. 

In the New Testament “ the fulness of times has 

come,” the prophecies are largely fulfilled—the 
‘promised Savior comes, born of a virgin by the 
ower of the Holy Ghost. The three persons of the 
Trinity. are revealed plainly, each acting a different 
part in the great.plan of redemption, for, as St, Aus- 
tin teaches, “The Father did not assume flesh, nor 


the Holy Spirit, but the Son only, that he who in: 


the deity was the son of the Father should be made 
the son of man, in his mother of the human race, 
that the name of the Son should not pass unto any 
other who was not the son by an eternal nativity." 
'The Christian faith is that Christ, the son of God 
is “ God of God, light of light, true God of true God, 
begotten not made.” There never was a time when 
the Son was not, nor was he made of things existing 
but is the same essence as the Father. He displayed 
God on earth, the “ word was made flesh,” so that 
the two natures, divine and human, distinct, yet be- 
came one person— Christ. He was crucified by 
wicked hands, rose on the third day, and ascended to 
heaven, where he now sits at the right hand of God 
—his death being the only salvation and himself the 
only way of approach unto God. Those who do not 
exercise faith in him after reaching years of account- 
ability, dying unconverted, are forever lost—subject 
during eternity to the wrath of God and the punish- 
ment of eternal hell. The Son having offered him- 
self without spot a sacrifice to God to save his own 
which were in the world, the Spirit, the third person 
in the Trinity, quickens, regenerates, and sanctifies 
those for whom Christ thus died, and changes them 
' from a state of apostasy and hate to allegiance and 
love to God. 
' On the ground of the death of Christ, God now 
. offers salvation to “ whosoever will believe," plead- 
ing with a solemn, affectionate, never-wearing per- 
suasion to every human being that hears, to accept 
the free gift of God, and yet pronouncing, as in the 
nature of things it must be, the necessary doom of 


is, according to prophecy, uttered centuries before. 


eternal damnation ‘to those who scoff at the offer 
and reject the blood of the Son of God. If I were 
you, reader, I would accept the gift of God. 

In this hurried and imperfect sketch the character 


A God. self-existent, incorporeal, omnipotent, 


i Omniscient, omnipresent, immutable,-holy, just, lov- 


ing, jealous of his honor, hating sin, merciful. 
. The Creator, Upholder, and Ruler of everything, 
so that nothing happens by chance. 

A Trinity in Unity. 

A prayer-hearing and prayer-answering God. 

A God of prophecy, revealing himself. also by 
miracles. — . » 

A God against whom men are continually sinning, 
and “before whom the whole world is brought in 
guilty.” E 

Who provides a Savior, who, being the second: 
person in the trinity, becomes incarnate for men's 
salvation and to reveal God fully to men. Which 


The Incarnate God proves himself by miracles, is 
rejected, crucified, raised on the third day, and as- 
cended to heaven, all as prophesied centuries before 
his incarnation. 

After his ascension, the Holy Spirit, the third 
person in the Trinity, descends to “convict the 
world of sin, of righteousness, and judgment; ** of 


sin because they believe not on” Christ, and to con- 
sole believers during his absence. This is the Spir- 
it’s gracious office during this period of grace. 
Christ having left a promise of his return, his 
followers are taught to wait, watching for him. 
Those who reject him dying are damned, and 


unbelievers. living at his coming will be turned 


“into everlasting fire.” > 

This is an imperfect outline of God whom the 
Christian adores and loves. I do not adduce it as 
proved or as true, but merely that, true or false, it 
is the Christian faith. My future articles will con- 
trast with this standard the different characters and 
religions which Mr. Bennett alleges to be similar to 
this religion, or more correctly, to use his own 


Y | words, from which “ Christianity,-being neither new 


nor original, is copied.” 

I understand, sir, that you will sail for Europe 
before this isin print. I wish you a pleasant and 
safe voyage, and remain, Very sincerely yours, 

st G. M Marr. - 
—— — tà. 9———————— 
Political Action. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: The 
proper stand to be taken by Liberals in the pending national 
canvass seems now to be a subject of much discussion in 
your columns; which shows that the advocates of mental 
liberty and the separation of church and state are alive to 
the necessity of united and intelligent action on the part of 
all classes who favor a government administered on the 
basis of impartial rights, and who demand an executiv 
whose acts shall not be dictated by ecclesiastical control. 
The subject is one of the highest importance, and it be. 
hooves us to look well at the political situation, that we 
may not throw away our votes on a candidate whose pre- 
dilections for orthodoxy would lead him to ignore our 
rights, or from ignorance of his true standing be led into 
the error of Casting our votes directly counter to each 
other, as has been the case heretofore, from not having the 
question properly discussed and understood before election. 
I am sorry to see so much acrimony exhibited by some of 
your correspondents at the mere mention of the expediency 
of uniting our votes for ‘once upon the candidate of a party 
which offers us the only available means of ousting a con- 
fessedly church-hampered faction from power, Of the can- 
didates presented by the Democratic and Republican parties 
one or the other of them 1s almost certain to be our execu- 
tiv for the next four years, Outside of these two great 
organizations the other nominees do not stand the ghost of 
a chance; they will not obtain a single electoral vote, This 
may be a fact to be deplored; I nevertheless believe it to be 


, | true; and that every vote thus given will count for nothing 


as to practical results in the present campaign. The ques- 
tion then is, Has the dominant party so conducted itself, or 
is it likely to, that Liberals can afford to giv it another 
lease of power? If not, what shall we do to rebuke it? I 
am aware that numbers find it hard to cut loose from a 
party with which they hav been identified for years, even 
when corruptions become alarmingly apparent. Probably 
a great majority of those constituting the Liberal element 
to-day belonged to the Republican party during its career 
of, usefulness, many still cling to it in hopes of a reforma- 
tion, while those who left it doubtless did so with sincere re- 
gret. But it should be remembered that no party can 
enjoy & long-continued lease of power without corruptions 
creeping in, nor is it advisable to continue long in power 
any party after the issues that called it into existence hav 
been swept away. 1 greatly like the sentiments of Geo. 
W. Julian, one of the original Abolitionists, in a speech 
in Indianapolis, regarding political parties, in which he 
said: ‘‘If one’s party is a deity to be worshiped, or a mas- 
ter to be served, with what propriety or decency can he 
unfurl the flag of reform? Every passing day confirms me in 
the truth of what I said years ago, a political party should 
be regarded simply asa political make-shift. It is an agency 
now and then made necessary by some new turn in the 
wheel of our politics, and useful only so long as the occa- 
sion for it continues. It is not an institution, but a tem- 
porary combination of men inspired by a common political 
aim, and when that aim is accomplished, the combination 


should be dissolved. Having done its work, and being un- 
fitted for new tasks, it becomes a stumbling-block in the 
path of progress, and ceases to be a party by degenerating 
into a faction.” ; 

Narrowed down to these grounde, and confident that any 
attempt to rebuke a great party which has become the sub- 
serVient tool of ecclesiastical tyranny will be futil if made 
in the direction of an independent organization, every 
Liberal is justified, nay, it becomes his imperativ duty, to 
lay hold of the nearest available club with which he can 
deal the Republican party a blow square between the eyes, 


: and, by bringing it abruptly to the ground, teach it that a 


party of liberty that disgraces its record, that enacts a stat- 
ute in a free land which would bean abomination under the . 
reign of the meanest tyrant that ever Cursed a throne; that . 
tbrough its senators voted solidly for an amendment to the 
Constitution the only logical outcome of which would be 


| persecution; that bolts the door of a felon's cell upon a man 


for publishing an Infidel paper; that ordered closed the 
grounds of our late Centennial Exhibition on Sundays, 
thus .depriving the laboring classes of the privilege of 
visiting it ; that rejected a man as a candidate for governor 
of Ohio because his rulings in regard to the Bible in the 
schools did not suit the orthodox; that does all these and 
more because the church demands it, and yet shows no 
disposition to correct its errors, has outlived its usefulness 
and is only fit to die. . . 

It may be asked if we will be any better off under a 
Democratic administration. Ithink we will. We can cer- 
tainly fare no worse, and I see no sense in continuing any 
party in power: simply from a dread that its successor may 
follow the same tactics. "The Democratic senators were 
certainly the most loyal in the ‘‘ God-in-the Constitution”? 
matter, and in voting against bayonets at the polls. It has 
been urged that Catholics are all Democrats and control 
that party. But this is true only of one section of the 
Catholics—the Irish. The French almost to a man vote 
the Republican ticket. The Germans are divided. - Doubt- 
less in some districts, as in New York city, the Catholics 
do control the legislation to a great extent, but a fearless 
executiv will not truckle to any sect in doing what is plainly 
seen to be his duty. Even in New York city it was a Dem- 
acratic governor who came down, one July day a few years . 
Since, and gave mortal offense to the Catholic population 
by countermanding the police injunctions that the Orange- 
men should not parade. I believe Gen. Hancock to be a 
‘man of backbone enough to stand up to his honest duty 
unawed by the orthodox element. I think a considerably 
legs number than two hundred thousand names to ‘a peti- 
tion would be sufficient tO cause him to do an act of 
simple justice to a man who had committed no crime! I 
do not believe the ‘‘ power behind the throne” would hav 
sufficient influence over him to sway him from the path of 
right. His record has not been tainted with fraud, nor is 
he a member of any church. His wife is a Unitarian, hav- 
ing a pew in Dr, Bellows’ church. 

Of the Republican nominees, if I mistake not, Gen. Gar- 
field has preached himself at times, and Gen. Arthur’s 
father was formerly a minister in this village. For my own 
part, I would favor an independent organization if I thought 
we could gain anything thereby, but I do not believe we 
could. I want to see, with Col. Ingersoll, a set of questions 
drafted and submitted to not only the presidential nominees 
but to every candidate for Congress, governor, state senator, 
and sssembly in every district throughout the Union, Let 
us allow no candidate for any law-making office to run this 
fall without submitting to him a uniform set of questions, 
and if possible get the questions and his answers published 
in his home papers, We hav time enough if we go to work 
in dead earnest to giv tbem a fusillade of constitutional 
bullets from the Liberal platoons; and, although a nominee'g 
pledges before election are proverbially unreliable, we can at 
least show them that there is a Rationalist element pervading 
the country which they will not dare to wholly ignore. In 
this article I hav only given my own views upon the subject 
under discussion, and every Liberal will of course be guid- 
ed by what he believes to be the best course. E. C, Walker 
says he would rather be the smallest of independent ani- 
mals than the tail of the most colossal lion. That is all 
right. Every one will of course examin the subject in the 
best light he has, and cast his vote according to his con- 
science, I would not hav it otherwise. It is a matter in 
which all are interested, and each ought to present his 
views. 

To those who still cling to the Republican party in the 
hopes of better days, I cannot do better than submit the 
closing words of Mr. Julian in his masterly speech spoken 
of above, and I cannot help remarking bow aptly it ap- 
plies to the case of Mr. Bennett and others who were 
identified with the Republican party in the days of its use- 
fulness and power: 


“ And now, in conclusior, let me remark that in arraign- 
ing the administration and leaders of the Republican party 
Ihav intended no attack upon the honest and intelligent 
masses who still follow its flag and still hope to redeem it 
from. dishonor. In some other organization and under 
other leaders they wil! yet perform as honorable a service ag 
they hav already rendered in wisely solving the great prob- 
lems of the past. Neither would I pluck a single laurel 
from the brow of the party in the days of its glory, when 
its great hosts were led by such men. as Lincoin, Sumner, 
Seward, Greeley, and Chase. I was with it and of it in all its 
grand achievements, and no man can be prouder than my- 
self of its glorious record, and no man forsook it with more 
sincere regret. But when I saw that its great work was 
done, that the marvelous energy it displayed during the 
war had been turned into the channels of corruption and 
plunder, with the startling results I hav attempted to depict, 
and that.the devil had sately intrenched himself in the very 
works that had been built to bombard him, I parted from 
the friends of a lifetime, whose love was then turned into 
hate and scorn, and entered upona fight for political reform 
which I am resolved to prosecute to the end,” 

Greenwich, N. Y., July 20, 1880, D. hours Bonas, 
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NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JULY 31, 1880. 


A Visit to Oar Old. Home. 


Forty years ago We were a member of the Shaker Commu- 
nity at Mount Lebanon, Columbia county, in this state. 
There are many persons still living there whom we remem- 
ber with fondness, and whom we like to see as often as we 
can make it convenient to visit the old grounds. At inter- 
vals of five years, On an average, we hav returned to the 
home of our youth, to see not only our whilom companions, 
but to look again upon the old hills and valleys, the forests 
and cultivated fielde, orchards, and gardens, where we spent 
thirteen years of our life, and which make up the beautiful 
scenery of that locality. 

On Thursday, the 22d inst., we left the noisy and bustling 
city, and by the Harlem Railroad passed through the coun- 
ties of Westchester, Putnam, -and Dutchess, and with pleas- 
ure viewed the hills and valleys, the woodland, the farm- 
land, and the thrifty villages with which those counties 
abound. Nearly everywhere the evidences of thrift and 
prosperity were abundant. Westchester and Putnam coun- 
iles are considerably broken, and the proportion of rocky 
hills compared with arable farming lands is large; but the 
most is made of the latter class, and many thrifty homes are 
seen, Dutchess county has much good, productiv land, 
which is evidently kept in good condition. As in the first 
two counties named, much of the land is devoted to grazing. 
Large numbers of cows are kept, and the milk sent to this 
city. Farms so occupied seldom run down. "Thedroppings 
of the cows keep the land-in good condition. A difference 
is seen when Columbia county is reached. It is naturally as 
good land, but grain and hay-growing is the business most 
pursued by the farmers. They sell their grain, they sell 
their straw, and scarcely anything is returned ‘to the land, 
and hence it suffers and is impoverished. The effect of this 
kind of bad economy is becoming visible to those who ride 
through that section. 

The residents in the Shaker Community, for the last 
twenty years, hav been but abbut half what they. were forty 
years ago, the number of those who hav left and those who 
hav died being in excess of those who hav joined them. 
The membership of the Community is wholly kept up by 

: additions from the outside world. Many children are taken 
when young and reared there, but none are born within the 

` Community. They are strict celibates, and the marriage 
institution is unknown among them. Though the Mount 
Lebanon Community formerly numbered seven hundred 

` persons, and now but about half that number, they are 
nevertheless in a flourishing condition. Their farms and 
gardens look well and are producing good crops; the fences 
are in good order; the buildings are well painted and every- 
thing presents the appearance of thrift and good management, 
It was decidedly agreeable to meet and take by the hand 
the old friends whom we knew and loved nearly half a cen- 
tury ago, as well as to make the acquaintance of those who 
hav come upon the stage of action since those days. We 
found & goodly number of those who were once our com- 
paniong who hav become:aged in their lives of faithfulness 
and cross-bearing. Many hav passed their seventh decade, 
while à few are midway between eighty and ninety. One 
aged sister, Dolly Seaton, is one hundred and four years old. 
We had a pleasant little chat with her, and with the excep- 
tion of ceafnees, her mental and physical faculties are well 
preserved, She walks about from house to house with ease, 
earries a pitcher of water up-stairs without difficulty, and 
waits upon herself like a person of seventy-five. She spoke 
strongly in favor of the virgin life she had led, expressing 
her thankfulness that she had shunned the sin which is in 
the world, and had been faithful to the dictates of her faith 
and conscience, She said if she had another century to liv 
it should be a continuance of the same life she has lived. 
It occurred to us that if ordinary people, by a few years of 
tolerably faithful life, are fortunate enough to secure a good- 
sized crown in that better world, a8 we are told of by those 
who know just about as much of it as we do ourselvs, sister 
Dolly’s crown ought certainly to be both large and brilliant. 
We looked with special pleasure over the new dwelling- 
house, belonging to the Central Family, built in the place of 
the one which stood upon the same ground, and was burnt 
five years ago February last, the fire being the work of a 
malicious man who had worked for them several years and 
was about to be discharged, He fired two or three of their 
large buildings, and is now Serving out a sentence of four. 
teen years at hard labor in the State Prison at Clinton. The 
mew dwelling-house is one hundred and ten feet in length 
by sixty in width, is four and a half stories in hight, and 
cost $60,000. It is built of the best red hard brick, so 
bright in color as to require no painting. A splendid cellar, 
with paved and cemented floor, is under the whole house, 


purposes. One was occupied by canned fruite, one by 
numerous barrels of flour, and others by other stores, vege- 


tables, roots, etc., in winter. In one room in the cellar. we 
saw a quantity of eggs standing endwise in boards filled with 
inch-holes for the purpose. We were assured by those who 
had proved it that eggs kept in that way and reversed or 
turned end for end once a month will keep perfectly fresh 
the year round. This is à very simple procesr, and every- 
body ought to be apprised of it. 

The entire house is heated by a furnace in the cellar, so 
that the litter and trouble of keeping up fires in cold weather 
in fifty separate rooms is wholly avoided. The kitchen, 
bake-room, and dining-room are models of neatness and per- 
fectiop, and it is to be doubted if in these qualities they are 
excelled anywhere in the world, The dining-tables are some 
thirty feet in length, and the tops are polished marble. The 
facilities for cooking and baking are of the very best descrip- 
tion, and everything is as ‘‘ neat as wax.” This house is the 
nome of eighty persons, and a good home it is, From two 
to four persons occupy a room, and always of the same sex. 
Th: males occupy the rooms in one-half of the house, and 
the females the other; but they are in each other's society 
about the same as other people, and they probably liv hap- 
pier and more pleasantly than the average of mankind. 
They rarely get angry at each other or indulge in unfriendly 
language. They have more of reasonable love and less of 
unreasonable hate than almost any other people in the 
world. Avarice and selfishness is but little known among 
them; All are brothers and sisters in one family, and what 
they have is owned in common, ] 

They hav adopted as a rule for each person to sleep by 
himself, and each one has a hair mattress. Feathers for 
beds are largely discarded. The rooms are well lighted and 
ventilated, and the best attention is paid to the preservation 
of health. Each story is well supplied with hot and cold 
water. The water is brought from the mountain springs, 
nearly two miles away, and is perfectly soft and pure. On 
the first floor are two large sitting-rooms, or reading-rooma, 
one for the brethren and one for the sisters, Here they 
gather at meal times and await the call to the dining-room. 
Papers and books are lying on the table, and all can read 
who wish. The two reading-rooms are separated by fold- 
ing-doors, and when desirable these are opened, throwing 
the two rooms into one, This is dcne one night in each 
week, when the family assembles to hear one of the mem- 
bers read some book which all wish to hear. Quite a taste 
for reading exists among them. A splendid book-case is in 
one of the public halls of the house, and it was gratifying 
to see the ‘‘ Truth Seeker" publications prominent among 
the books therein. When we were assured that the “Truth 
Seeker Library," and other “Truth Seeker” publications, 
were sought for as eagerly as any other works, we could not 
avoid the conviction that the readers are on the road to the 
temple of truth. : : ` 

The regular meeting room of the family is on the third 
floor of the T part of the building, a room about sixty by 
thirty feet, and perhaps twenty feet in hight, Here the 
members of the family unite in singing, marching, and 
dancing, which are their favorit modes of worship, They 
also hav a due proportion of speaking, with silent prayer. 
Vocal prayer is not used there save in songs of supplication, 
in which all unite. Their meetings continue from half an 
hour to one hour and a half. Sometimes they are very ani- 
mated, when the dancing is very lively and the spirit is well 
aroused, Involuntary physical operations of the body are 
not uncommon, and visions and trances were formerly of 
not unfrequent occurrence, The Shakers are Spiritualists, 
and believe in the ministrations of departed friends. 

The modification that lis taken place in their theological 
notions within the last third of acentury is very perceptible. 
Several expressed themselvs as unbelievers in a personal 
deity, and regard him as the sum-total of the life principle 
of the universe, the supreme ruling power. Some imagin 
he possesses intelligence, while others, who do not think he 
has parts and organe, hav no idea that he has intelligence, 
thoughts, or design. Deity, according to their views, is 
dual, being equally male and female. They are not trinita- 
rians, and do not think father and son are equal in power 
and age, but are duotarians, and believe rather that God is 
the father and mother of all existences. They believe 
that Jesus was not begotten in any different manner from 
human beings, and that his only superiority was in the pure 
and sinless life he led. They regard him as having lived a 
true Shaker life, abstaining from all sexual indulgences, and 
setting an example that-his true disciples must follow, 
They discard a physical resurrection and the idea of a literal 
hell, a troubled conscience being the hell they recognize. 
They hav no use for 8 personal devil. Some of them attach 
much importance to the '' Christ spirit," distinct from the 
person of Jesus, and regard it as an element next to the 
central deific power, and believe it is the spirit to which all 
must attain who become pure and godly. 

The government of the community is vested equally in 
males and females Each family has two elders and two 
eldresseg. These direct the spiritual services of the faraily, 
and listen to the confessions of the members when they 
deviate from the prescribed rules of life. They are charita- 
ble, and giv such words of mild reproof and advice as they 
deem necessary. Besides the elders and eldresses, there 
are deacons and deaconesses, Who take in charge the tem- 
poral business of the family, direct the labor that is per- 
formed, and, in co-operation with the elders, assign to 
each member the position he shall occupy and the labor he 
shall perform. The government is mild and reasonable. 
The supreme government over all the families of a society, 
or rather of two societies, is vested in the Ministry, consist- 
ing of four persons, two of each sex. These are appointed 
by their predecessors, and are selécted from the best and 
wisest members of the community. If one dies, or becomes 


and is divided into masy rooms or compartments for various | incapacitated for duty, the remaining three select one to 


take his place. They. also appoint the elders, and, in con- 
nection. with the same, the trustees and deacons. They 


‘occupy much the position of bishops, having charge of the 


elders and their subordinates. They occupy a very con- 
venient building by themeelva, and are engaged at suitable 
mechanical employment when not otherwise occupied. 
Every member, whether officer or otherwise, is expected to 
be industrious unless sick. No drones are allowed in the 
hive, ~ ` ; 

' The Mount Lebanon Ministry hav two societies: under 
their immediate supervision, Watervliet, in Albany county, 
being the second, where they pass a portion of their time. 
They also hold general advisory power over the seventeen 
auxiliary societies located in various parts of the United 
States; so, besides having the capacity of bishops, they are 
also popes. There is no appeal from their decision, Oa 
the.17ih of the present month they are to start on a visiting 
tour to the Eastern societies, four of which are in Massa- 
chusetts, two in New Hampshire, two in Maine, and one in 
Connecticut. EE f 

We visited the cemetery of the society, and stood by the 
graves of.many we knew when living there forty years ago, 
and memory brought back to us vividly the scenes and ex. 
periences in connection with those departed ones. It is 
wel: once in a while to thus take a retrospectiv view of the 
years and the friends that hav passed away. The time thus 
spent is not unprofitable. Many of those who hav for years 
been resting quietly in their graves had done us acts of 
kindness, and we had.done the same to them. The remem- 
brance of these things was not unpleasant. 

We called fora short time at the North Family, presided 
over by Elder Frederick W. Evans, a healthy man of 
seventy-two years. Wehad a pleasant visit with him as well 
as with Oliver Prentiss, an uncle of. our better half, Mr, 
Prentiss is eighty-two years of age, and as activ mentally and 
physically as most persons of fifty. In speaking of the jour- 
neys ke had made, he said he had been eighty-two times 
round the sun. One of the most arduous journeys he ever 
made was when he traveled five hundred miles on horseback 
to reach a place to be born in. His confidence and belief in 
the two main features of Shakerism—a virgin life and a 
community of property—are as strong as when he embraced 
them sixty years ago. 

Elder Evans has been in the society half a century, and 
previous to that had been a Freethinker, and is little more 
than that now. He does not believe that the Jewish God, 
Jehovah, is the God of the universe, nor that Jesus is God, 
or was begotten of God. He pays great deference to the 
Christ spirit, disconnected’ from Jesus, which he believes 
comes nearest to the central deific principle in the universe, 
He believes that the greatest evila known to men come from 
an abusiv indulgence of the sexual organs and the stomach, 
from which arise the spirit of war, cruelty, and bloodshed, 
Those who would lead pure lives must abstain from ‘those 
indulgences. He has led a virgin life for haifa century, and 
for thirty-four years has eaten neither animal flesh, but- 
ter, nor Cheese. He is strong in the opinion that if men will 
learn to liv properly, and to beget their offspring under 
suitable conditions, the world will become far happier than 
it now is, and will be far less governed by the baser animal 
passions, Elder Evans, like his brother, George H. Evans, is 
a thorough land reformer, believing that every man has an 
inalienable right to the soi), ag really as to the air and water, 
His ultra views on diet are not held by all the members of 
the society, though they all liv temperately and hygienically, 
making no use of the flesh of swine, They hav not a hog in 
any of their communities. 

With all their temperance and abstemiousness, sickness 
and death sometimes visit them, but they hav the best 


arranged hospitale, and the best of nurses to take care of. 


the sick. Their system of practice is the most improved 
‘eclecticism, with a moderate use of medicines. From their 
even, temperate lives they undoubtedly attain to more than 
the average age of mankind. They pay considerable atten- 
tion to agriculture and horticulture. Their seed gardens are 
extensiv and well conducted. The superior quality of 
Shaker garden seeds has been noted for seventy-tive years, 
as well as the. various articles they manufacture, They hav 
for many years conducted an extensiv business in preparing 
medicinal extracts and other preparations. They are now 
exteusivly engaged in putting up medicines for Dr. White 
of this city, large quantities of which are sent to Europe and 
Australia. | : n 

Our day's visit there was pleasant, and we returned home 
with our convictions confirmed that if there is an indus- 
trious, temperate, fruga), virtuous, and happy people in the 
world, they are.the Shakers. Whether they are leading 
just the lives that all men should lead is questionable, but 
in the ages of the past and in various old-time religions the 
virgin and Community life has been conscientiously prac- 
ticed. This was particularly the case, with the Essenes of 
Egypt, and certain sects in India. There are indeed but 
few religious ideas that are new in the world. 


Letter from S. F. De Jones. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: You will 
confer a favor on me if you will allow me a space in your 
paper for @ correction of my letter of July 10th concerning 
Prof. B. F, Underwood and our case, 

Mr. Underwood, in a letter to me since, explained the 
matter in & different light to what I conceived it to 
be, Mr, Underwood says that he left instructions here with 
& gentleman to keep him posted on our suits. That gentle- 
man left Pittsburgh about a year ago for parts unknown 
therefore he could not hav posted Mr. Underwood, i 

Ihad written & letter to Mr. Underwood some time ago, 
which he says he did not receive; so unknowingly I can geo 
that I hav done the gentleman injustice, and now wish to 
withdraw any reflection cast upon that gentleman in my 
letter. m Respectfully, — 8. F, Dz JONES, 

Pitishurgh, Pa July 18, 1880, 


1^ 


En rae HEURE NUI 


The Truth Seeker, July 34, 1660. keg 


The Political Caldron. 


If the remarks we hav hitherto made on the political 
aspects and duties of the present year hav had no other 
effect, they hav tended to demonstrate the fact that Liberals 
are just as much divided on the political issues of the day, 
and hav just as strong prejudices in politics, as any class of 
people in the country. There is, doubtless, little hope that 
there will be a unanimity of feeling among them as to 
which is the proper candidate to vote for, and what is the 
correct position for Liberals to occupy. We hav received 
‘numerous letters in response to the observations we ventured 


to make, and it is amusing to see how they differ from one! 


another. We cannot giv all of these letters in this issue. 
Some unite with us and think Hancock is the man to vote 
for, under the present emergencies, in order to defeat the 
corrupt party now in power, and which has trampled on 
some of the dearest rights of the people. Others seem more 
wedded to the Republican party than even to Liberalism, 
and deem it almost a sacrilege for any one to say a word 
against it. They seem to think it holds a patent on all that 


is patriotic, good, and true in politics, and that any. one 
who dares breathe to the opposit of this deserves ostracism 
of the eeverest type. The third-party men, probably as 
numerous among Liberals as either of the others, condemn 
both the old parties in unstinted terms, and insist that we 
must ali vote for Weaver, though he is well known to be 
the most out-and-out *'blue-light," bigoted churchman 


among the four candidates running for the White House. 


We, of course, dislike to find ourselvs in & position antag- 
onistic to men whom we know to be good and true Liberals; 
but as we are willing to accord to them the right to do as 
they decide to be the most right and proper, we trust they 
will be equally generous to us. Some advise us not to be 
rash and hasty. We think we hav been quite deliberate, 
and hav taken about as much time to think over the result 
of Republican legislation and the conduct of Republican 
courte as almost any man in the country. In the eleven 

` months we were locked up within prison walls, when we 
knew we were alike the victim of the church and the Re- 
publican party, we had ample time to think the matter care- 
fully over and to decide upon the proper course for us to 
. pursue. We think it hardly necessary for any one to accuse 
us of being hasty or rash. A year's steady oppression 
affords sufficient time for one to calmly survey the field and 
to decide how to act. Despite all that may be said to the 
contrary, we are firmly convinced that it was Republican 
legislation, in answer to the demands of the church, that 
Caused our arrest and secured our conviction and imprison- 
ment, and we would be glad if no one would ask us to co- 
operate with the oppressors who strove to deprive us of 
liberty, property, and life. As we said before, it was a Re- 
publican senator who introduced the Comstock bill, it was 
passed by Republican Congressmen, signed by a Republi- 
can President, executed by the Republican courts, penalties 
enforced by Republican judges, and now the papers giv us 
the intelligence that Stewart L. Woodford, the Republican 
United States District-Attorney who caused our arraign- 
ment and signed our indictment, who acted as the tool of 
the church, of Comstock and Colgate’s Vice Society, bas 
already, under pay of the general government, gone out to 


stump for Garfield. William P, Fiero, Assistant United 


States Disirict-Attorney, who prosecuted us and held up our 


“Open Letter to Jesus Christ” and Tug TRUTH SEEKER 


' before a Christian jury, and thus secured our conviction, 


also under pay of the United States government, is soon to 
start out.to keep the Republican party in power. It is also 
announced that Rutherford B. Hayes is going to California 
to stump for Garfield. It is not stated that Comstock, 
Judge Benedict, and Colgate hav yet been assigned any 
position on the stump, but of course they will do all they 
can to perpetuate the rule of the Republicans, 

Since the church and the Republican party hav united, 
both making Comstock an honored brother, since Re- 
publicanism has allied itself with Comstockism, and 
really is Comstockism, we are placed equally antagonistic to 
each, To us Rutherford B, Hayes is the same person, 
whether unjustly holding us in prison at the command of 
tbe church and Comstock—and after he had declared that 
we did not deserve imprisonment—or when he is stumping 
for the election of Garfield; the same when he treated with 
deafness and disdain the righteous appeal of 200,000 loyal 
people, a8 now, when he and his menials are using every 
effort, fair and unfair, to secure the continued life of his 
party. So long as Hayes, Benedict, Comstock, Woodford, 
and Fiero are for Garfield, we are opposed to him. If they 
are Republicans we are not, We shall place ourselvs in 
opposition to them in political matters, believing we shall 
thereby be in the right. Those who Wish to train with them 
and embrace them in brotherhood, and vote with them, hav 
a perfect right to do 80; but we are impressed with the con- 
viction that there are a very small number of our Liberal 
friends who, had they had our experience, would continue 
to embrace and caress their churchly and Republican perse- 
cutors and oppressors. Comstock has, on several occasions, 
avowed himself the enemy of Infidels and of Infidel publi- 
cations, and it was a part of his plan to destroy Infidel pub- 
lishers. Comstock has derived his power equally from the 
church and the Republican party; they hav united and 
enabled him to do what he has done, and by their co-opera- 
tion he hopes to accomplish much more of his peculiar work. 
We repeat, we are equally opposed to each. But all do not 
feel as we do. Those who care more for politics than for 


Liberalism will doubtless continue to vote with Hayes, Bene- ` 
. they hav never taken 8 dollar of the people's money, that 


dict, Comstock, Crosby, Woodford, Fiero, Garfield & Co. 
They may thereby exhibit their consistency and loyalty to 
liberty; but we cannot beileve it. We can see no virtue in 
continuing to co-operaté with those who are plotting and 
working to deprive us of that which is more dear to us than 


-tife itself, If aman or a people should ever show spirit and j continue to vote the Republican ticket.’ 


indignation, it is when a designing and malicious enemy is 
striving to destroy him. How those who profess to be Lib- 
erals can work and vote with the party and combination 


"à man. The church furnishes the motive power which 


This is probably about the last we shall hav to say upon 
the subject of voting for Garfield, Hancock, or Weaver. 
By the time these lines reach the majority of our readers we 
will likely be on the bosom of the Atlantic ccean, on our 
mission to the International Congress of Freethinkers to be 
held at Brussels, Aug. 29th, 30th, and 31st, to be absent 
about two months. By the time we return the campaign 
will be pretty well over, and it may not be necessary for us 
to hav much more to say upon the subject of politics. When 
the National Liberal League holds its annual meeting in the 
coming autumn, the question touched upon here will doubt- 
less be thoroughly canvassed and some line marked out, 
and some course recommended for the Liberals of the 
country to pursue. We apprehend the msjor part will be. 
somewhat governed by such recommendations, for it is 
assuredly desirable that Liberals, so far as possible, should 
be of one mind in their political action, and work in unison 
and harmony. Atall events let us cherish a fraternal spirit, 
and if we cannot see alike in matters political, let us 
differ without enmity, and always, whatever may betide us, 
be united in our fealty to truth, reason, and mental liberty. 


that is doing allin its power to oppose, crush, and destroy 
them is more than we can understand. "That the church is 
trying to do this, and that the Republican party has goalesced 
with the church in its efforts, is too patent to require demon- 
stration. But none are so blind as those who will not see; 
none so stupid as those will not be convinced. 

It may suit some who count themselvs staunch Liberals 
to co-operate with this Republico-Churchico party this year 
and elect Garfield, but we are quite sure it will not suit us. 
We are uncertain whether we hav a vote. We were sen- 
tenced to prison for thirteen months for depositing in the 
mailone of Mr. Heywood's harmless pamphlets, and that 
may hav deprived us of the right.of franchise, If it is so, 
it is the Republican party that has so robbed us, after vot- 
ing with it for twenty-four years, We shall hardly kiss the 
hand that has thus crushed us, and aek the smiter to please 
do so again. We shall vote against those who hav done us 
this great injury, provided we hav a vote; and if we hav 
not a vote, we will say what we can to induce others to 
vote as we would be glad to. If some of our good Liberal 
friends condemn us for this and see fit to throw us over- 
board, they will, of course, act upon their best convictions, 
as We act upon ours, ; , 

It is not wholly because we hav received personal wrongs 
ourselvs that we feel as we do, but we hav seen them in- 
flicted upon others—good men, too, who deserved. nothing 
ofthe kind. We hav seen the same kind of injuries done 
to E. H. Heywood, John A. Lant, Dr. E. B. Foote, and 
many others, and we decidedly think the party who has 
been guilty of this vile conduet should be allowed to take a 
back seat for at least four years. - i 


It is not that we hav any special love or admiration for 
the Democratic ‘party that we feel like co-operating with 
them in defeating the Republicans, but it is because the 
administration of this government for the next four years 
will be with the Republicans or Democrats. Garfield or 
Hancock will be President. Weaver and Dow are scarcely 
in the race. We are resolved to help the man who has the 
best chance to defeat the party who has wronged the cause 
of liberty the most. The most vital question is not whether 
the third party should not ultimately triumph and will not 
in a few more presidential terms, but it is, Which is the 
man, and which is the party that can destroy our deadliest 
foes now ? on 

That is the party we must join with, the same as a fron- 
tiersman would be justified should he find a pack of wolves 
attacking his cabin and his wife and children, in accepting 
the aid of a bear or an enemy's dog to help drive them back, 
Between two evils it is always admissible to choose the 
least. The question is not what gocd work the Republican 
party performed twenty years ago, nor what good deeds the 
Greenback-Labor party may perform twenty years hence, 
but the vital question is one of the present, here and now. 
The enemy has his clutch npon the throat of our dearest 
friends and brothers, and where is one who can help us to 
destroy him ? This is just the position of things, and we 
should not shut our eyes to the fact, Let us notcry, Peace, 
peace, when there is no peace. 

The great truth that the church and the Republican party 
hav for years been hand in hand, “cheek by jowl," cannot 
be successfully denied. This party has shown the disposi- 
tion to giv the church all she asks. The clergy' and the 
dignitaries of the church are nearly all Republicans, to 


Good Words from a Great Biographer. 

My Drar Mr, Bennerr: I hav received your . 
second volume, and contemplated you many times . 
in your prison garb, as you appear in the frontis- 
piece. The dress becomes you. It brings out your 
bland and benevolent traits, and givs you a kind of 
grand-pontiff expression. 

As for the volume itself, it strikes me dumb with 
wonder. How you could hav executed such a task, 
in such unpropitious circumstances, in the space of 
eleven months, passes my understanding. I should 
hav wanted twenty-five years for it, and then should 
not hav been half as interesting as you hav made it. . 
Your work is one long exhibition of the weakness 
and cowardice of man, and shows how in every age 
and in all climes, he has been cheated and plundered 
through his fears. What fools we hav been and 
what fools we are! Your example, I hope, will 
make many men not afraid to touch the idol and 
help level it with the dust. But when the idolis 
overthrown, the great problem of human happiness 
will remain, Never forget that. 

Very truly yours, 
JAMES Parton, 

Newburyport, Mass., July 23, 1880, 

ln ——— 
Ho for Brussels ! 

When these lines are penned it is expected we will take 
the steamer for Europe on Saturday, the 81st inst, The only 
thing that will prevent our doing so will be that Mr, Raw- 
son may not be quite ready, in-which case the starting may 
be deferred till Wednesday, August 4th. We expect to be 
absent not less than two months, Mrs. Bennett will preside 
in the office of THE TRUTH SEEKER, the same as when we 
were in prison, and our faithful assistant, Eugene Macdon- 
ald, will be editor during our absence. We hope the 
friends of the paper will not suffer it to languish while we 
are away. This is the dull season of the year ; money comes 
in slowly, though expenses are as heavy as at anytime, We 
trust those whose time has expired, or is near expiring, wil] 
kindly renew, and that those who wish books will order ag 
freely as their pocketbooks will allow, thus helping the 
needful work along. Every reader can tell when his time 
expires by noticing the date on the tab attached to the 
wrapper of his paper. 

We shall undoubtedly, from time to time, advise our readers 
of our whereabouts, and at what we are engaged during our 
absence. Ifany of our friends wish to write to us while 
away, Please address us care of Freethought Publishing 
Company, 28 Stonecutter st., E. C., London, England. We 
will be glad to get letters while abroad from friends at home. 

The donations received since our last, to help defray 
expenses to Europe, are as follows : ; 


C. B, Tattle, $1.00 L., DeWitt Griswold 1.00 
Adrian Liberal League, 2.00 Geo. H. Look, 1.00 


actuates the Republican party. The Methodist church has 
run this country for twelve years. If Garfield is elected he 
will probably be succeeded by Grant, in which case we can 
count on twelve years more of Campbellite and Methodist 
rule, to end possibly, as Mr, Ruggles says, in imperialism, 
Some appear to be greatly troubled with fear of the Cath- 
olics, and because the most of them vote with the Demo- 
crats. But there is little immediate danger in that direction, 
The Catholics are not half so numerous as the Protestants, 
and they hav not been half so insinuating and aggressiv, 
Between two evils let us always choose the least. Let us 
unite with the lesser to destroy the greater. It does not fol- 
low because we help the Democrats this year to defeat 
the Republicans that we must become a permanent ally to 
the Democratic party. Let us rather, as Mr. Leland sug. 


gests, hold ourselvs free to put in our votes where they will | Mr. and Mrs, G. W. Ar- Harry B. Shears, 5.00 
do the most good. At the next general election it may be migb, — 200 Jas H. Lydiard, 50 
advisable to vote with the Democrats, and it may not, Let | Caroline B. Ellis, . $00 V. J. Borrette, 1.00 

: : : Jas. G Watson, 100 J. F Ruggles, 100 
us demand our rights, and if they are denied us let us be J. M. Rounds, 2,00 J. Bedgebeer 1.00 
prompt to oppose those who thus rob us. Ifa party spits | Chas, F. Blandin, 100 E. Worman, , 1'00 
upon us, throws us to the earth, and places its heel upon | B. Gilbert, 100 John Maxfield, i00 
our neck, let us hav the spirit to exercise independence and | J. M. Weed,, 500 James Body. 1.00 


Ava, Ill., League, 3 00 . 

We extend our sincere thanks to these kind friends who 
hav thus contributed to help take us over the water and 
home again. We are sorry to be under the necessity of ask- 
ing any one for aid, but such is the situation with us, About 
half enough has been contributed to defray the expenses of 
one delegate, so it will readily be seen that it will go but & 
small way in paying the expenses of two. If there are 
those who still feel like making donations to meet expenses, 
they will please direct to this office as heretofore, May we 
all liv to meet again, and under more favorable auspices, 


bravery enough to do our best to overthrow it, It is pos- 
sible after a punishment of four or eight years the Republi- 
cans may become sensible of the wrongs they hav done us, 
and it may be proper for us to unite with them to crush 
another foe. Let us take the right step this year and hold 
ourselvs in readiness to do the right thing in years tó come. 
Present duty is the thing to be attended to now; let other 
duties be attended to as they arise. l 

We of course do not consider that we hav the right to 
dictate to others how they shall cast their suffrages. We 
simply claim the right to express our sentimente, as we ac- 
cord the same to others. Those who think that the Repub- 
licans possess all the virtues, that they are immaculate, that 


An Important Correction. 


.To THE EDITOR or Tax TRUTA SEEKER, Sir; The quo. 
tation in the second column of the first page of. your iast 
issue, concerning the '' Bible-believer in Norwich," is from 
Jeremiah, and not Isaiah, a8 the printer rendered it. The 
mistake is to be regretted, as our Christian friends, not find- 
ing the godly injunction in Isaiah, may pronounce it bogug 
scripture and deny its divine authenticity, . B, B, 


they hav been true to the Constitution and the principles of 
liberty, that they hav not co-operated wi h the church, and 
that the two hav not oppressed Liberalism nor infringed 
upon the rights of unbelievers and Infidels, wil] of course 


v 


ASS 


Ehe Truth Seeker, July 31, 1880. 


The Phelps-Pool Debate. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Kansas 
stands quite at the front in Freethought sentiment, and 
Osage Mission is the battle-field of the state, Hence the 
Phelps-Poo! debate just closed deserves fitting notice in 
your columns. I shall not attempt a synopsis of the argu- 
ment but giv the facts. so far as would interest the Liberal 
public. 

In February, Prof. A. O, Phelps gave us a week's course 
of lectures, . In connection with the advertising for those 
lectures a challenge was published to all clerical Christen- 
dom to meet him in debate upon a question involving the 
validity of the Bible and Christianity, and the challenge 
w88 kept before the public from week to week. The de- 
bate above referred to was the result, Rev. C. W, Pool is 
of the Christian denomination, of Burlington, Kan., is a 
good talker, well posted, good ability, and fair education. 

Commencing Thursday, May 20:h, Prof. Pheips affirmed 
for three nights, ‘‘ Christianity is entirely of human 
origin." 

Commencing Mondzy night, Rev. Pool affirmed, '' Chris- 
tianity is of divine origin." 

The debate was held in the Methodist church. The 
audience averaged about 600 people, they came from 
a distance of five to fifteen miles. Four or five cler- 
gymen were in attendance. Many Christians who were 
never known to attend Infidel lectures listened to Phelps’ 
^ hard dealt blows at their vulnerable citadel. It was because 
tbey dared not that many of them did not try their strength 
upon him. Liar, blasphemous wretch, villain, are among 
the epithets applied to him. This is the proof of the value 
of the debate to us and our eause. 

It is but just to say, the anger, malice, epithets, and 
Christian deportment came mostly from the Methodists. 
Mr. Pool was a gentleman, and his ministerial brethren, 
with one exception, were gentlemen, and, with rare excep- 
tions the membership of that church bore themselves well. 
If I were compelled to join a church the Christian would be 
the one, for the reason, I would not need to swop hearts, 
and would hav no use for Holy Ghost influences, and my 
ministers would always be ready to debate with an Infidel. 

Mr, Phelps has arranged with Mr. Pool for another 
debate at Burlington, to take place soon. Also another 
debate here for next fall. f 

Mr. Phelps has done much to organize Freethought in 
Kansas and giv us the; proud pre-eminence we hold among 
the states. A thousand such men would neutralize the 
influence of the sixty thousand priests and clergy of the 
country. And, brother Liberals, the reason we hav not 
the thousand laboring in the field is because we do not 
properly support those now at work. 

The all-important question that should engage the next 
Liberal Congress and the several state conventions this fall 
is to devise a system by which money can be raised to sup- 
port lecturers in the field. It costs annually to maintain 


the religions of the United States nearly as much as her. 


general government expenses, while à single million spent 
in Freethought effort annually would humanize these relig- 
ions, and remove all danger of the overthrow of our liber- 
ties by priestly ambition and their dupes. Money has pop- 
ularized Christianity. A comparativly small amount will 
popularize Freethought. 

Millions of men and women throughout the land tacitly 
assent to Christian theology only because it is popularized. 
The Christian religion is an institution for the manufacture 
of hypocrits, 

It is time Freethinking” people were investing a little 
‘money in the interest of honesty. Since writing the above 
I learn Phelps has held a debate with Elder Shick at 
Sedan, of five days’ duration. A note from a friend there 
says Shick was snowed under, I hav also just received and 
forwarded to Phelps a challenge from another Christian 
clergyman, to debate with him, nine miles southeast of this 
point. Am glad to find them bold enough to begin to offer 
the challenge. We hav been making aggressiv warfare 
upon them. Perhaps they dislike to be so much on the de- 
fensiv. We in southern Kansas propose they shall find 
enough to do in the latter position, Liberals everywhere, 
make an aggressiv warfare, Fraud and lies may be assailed 
fearlessly in this age and under a Constitution stamped all 
over with the impress of the genius of Thomas Paine. 

H. L. R. Jones. 
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President Porter Still Harping about “The 


Ancient Faith.” 


“And yet we must acknowledge that to the superficially 
educated and hasty thinker the theory (of modern philoso- 
phy) brings many attractions, because it answers so many 
questions by a single formula and gathers and disposes of 

so Many phenomena under a plausible generalization, and 
above all, because it releases the conscience and life from 
present obligations. 

“ Against tbese tendencies.would I warn you most ear- 
nestly, by the consideration that so fast and so far as God is 
unknown by any man, so fast and so far does hope depart 
from his soul—hope for all that a man should care to liv for, 
hope for scientific progress, for his own moral welfare, for 
the progress of the race, for a successful life.” 


The address from which the above is taken has been 
pretty extensivly published, showing that the public mind 
looks upon it as a strong production. But how many óccu- 
pying his position could say that those who accept modern 
philosophy and reject the ‘‘ancient faith " are lost to all 
interest in “ scientific progress," is not very clear, except 
upon ihe general principle that bigotry blinds men to the 
truth. How could a man who pretends to know something 
of modern philosophy—a man who has read to some ex- 
tent the writings of Herbert Spencer—say, with the life and 
writings of Spencer before him, that so far as God is un- 


moralsentiment! How can such utterances still emanate 
from our seats Of learning ? What must be the bigotry in 
the minds of the hearers who can sit and listen to the state- 
ment that those who accept modern philosophy do so because 
it abandons conscience, 2. e., ‘‘ releases the conscience and 
life from present obligations ! President Porter still 
dreams of the virtue of “the ancient f&ith," which has 
stood in the way of progress, as his own attitude toward 
science and philosophy givs apt illustration. He antag- 
onizes modern philosophy, which is equivalent to the repudi- 
ation of science. With him faith is better than knowledge, 
He is still harping about the *' ancient faith.” Freethinkers 
hav a work yet to accomplish as long as college presidents 
turn their backs upon science and then deny its existence, 
W, 8. BELL. 


Hints to Liberal Leagues.—Sing, Brothers, Sing! 

To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Although 
I trust the Liberal Clubs in this city will take an interest in 
the ‘‘Liberal Hymn Book,” I can scarcely hope that this 
work will be appreciated here so much as in distant places. 
In New York, and perhaps in some other large cities, there 
are so many excellent speakers on scientific and Liberal 
topics—more even than the people hav time to listen to— 
that singing at Liberal meetings would doubtless be voted 
a bore and a waste of precious time, But it is far different 
at places where, although Liberal opinions hav penetrated 


and awakened up men’s thoughts, they hav not yet loosed 


their tongues. In many localities people of advanced ideas 
meet together, feeling that they are under the ban of society, 
or that they would be if it were generally known that they 
attended Liberal Leagues. They are shy, half afraid of 
each other, doubtful how far they may speak their thoughts, 
and untrained in expressing these thoughts. They hav 
organized into a League by putting their names to a paper 
and paying their fifty cents or a dollar; but when they meet 
there is no plan of action, no program of exercises, and— 
except when a stray lecturer comes along—there is no real 
interest attaching to the meetings. Yet these friends of 
Freethought are in earnest, hungry for information and 


action, anxious to help on the cause of Liberalism, and only. 


needing to know what to do, They want to hav their 
enthusiasm kept alive by some means, and since a large 
majority of League-members, especially in country places, 
hav all their lives been accustomed to singing hymns in 
Christian churches, it may be expected that singing Liberal 
songs to the old church tunes will help to keep alive their 
enthusiasm and to attract other persons who hav already 
become indifferent to the Christian doctrins to join the 
Leagues, 

During a journey through the South and West last fall I 
visited some Liberal League meetings and I then promised 
a few friends than on my return to New York I would pre- 
pare a small volume of songs adapted to popular tunes for 
their use, That promis is now fulfilled in the publication 
of the ‘‘Liberal Hymn Book,” which has received the 
hearty praises of Hon, Elizur Wright, James Parton, Judge 
Mills, A. L. Rawson, H. L, Green, T. B. Wakeman, and 
many other friends of Freethought. 

Now let Liberals who hav organized into societies for 
their own Comfort and edification and for the extension of 
their ideas take lessons in methods of propagandism from 
the Christian associations they hav left. Songs and singing 
hav been found at all times potent instruments wherewith 
to stizhulate the zeal of believers and arrest the attention of 
the indifferent. Hymns and tunes constitute no inconsid- 
erable part of the machinery of the gospel net, Of lste, 
preaching has largely given place to vocal music. Not 
Moody's preaching so much as Sankey's singing gathered 
the multitudes. Let Liberal thinkers attract people to 
listen to their stirring appeals for reason and right by 
means of the familiar tunes which all can sing and which 
fall sweetly on every ear. 

Until Liberals organize more thoroughly progress will be 
very slow. What is now wanted is a program of exercises 
tor Leagues to use at each weekly meeting. This should be 
published regularly in Liberal papers, just aa the religious 
papers regularly publish every week the program of lessons 
which are used concerted]y by each orthodox Sunday-school 
in the land. . The Sunday-school Union embraces the Sun- 
day-schools of all evangelical churches—that is, all churches 


which hold to the{doctrines of the trinity, the atonement, 


and eternal punishment. The Sunday-schools connected 
with these churches use a course of Bible lessons which 
extend through the year; so that, go into any Sunday-school 
you please, you will find the same Bible lesson being con- 
sidered—recited by the children and explained and com- 
mented on by the teachers. 

Liberals need some such plan for exercises in their 
Leagues. It might be well fora committee to be appointed 
at the next annual convention to devise some plan whereby 
every League would be provided with interesting exercises 
at each meeting. One plan that has occurred to me is that 
of publishing each week, in the Liberal papers, a short, 
half-column essay on some particular scientific or Liberal 
topic—some selection from the works of Huxley, Tyndall, 
Spencer, Darwin, Besant, or a score of other good writers. 
This selection should be assigned for reading in.each League 
on the next meeting following a certain date, the reading to 


‘be followed by illustration, debate, etc., by the members; 


or a volume of such short essays might be published, and a 
special Sunday, or other day in the same week, assigned for 
the consideration of each essay. This volume might be 
called the Liberal Bible. With a copy of it and of the 
large “ Truth Seeker Collection,” which contains forms for 
conducting marriages, burial services, and other special 
occasions, and from two to ten dozen copies of the ‘‘ Liberal 
Hymn Book," each League would be able to carry on every 


week such enjoyable and profitable meetings as would bring 


in outsiders, attract the ladies of the community, and make 
the Leagues socially respectable, Er:z4 B. BURNS. 


[We think the above excellent suggestions of Mrs. Burns 
should induce every Liberal to send for a 15 or 25-cent copy 
of the Liberal hymn-book, and every League to send for the 
‘Truth Seeker Collection.” —ED, TRUTH SEEKER. | P 
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Polities and Finance. 


To THE EDITOR or THE Truta SEEKER, Sir: In THE 
TRUTH SEEKER of July 3d you and Mr. Wakeman hav 
spoken words of wisdom on the political situation. ‘You 
hav spoken at the right time, and may we not hope that 
the readers of your paper will giv heed and act and vote 
accordingly. In voting the Democratic ticket we may not 
gain all we may wish, but will gain much, as they are far 
more liberal on all of the important issues of the day. They 
are not under the control of the money and church powers. 

The bloody shirt will disappear. We shall hav no more 
federal troops and deputy marshals to control elections, 
The military will be subordinate to the civil power. The 
Republican party is fully committed to the old Federalist 
doctrin of eighty years ago, while the Democrats stand on 
the Jeffersonian doctrin of reserved states’ rights, and they 
are more liberal. on the money question. 

As the Morrison-Truesdel] discussion on finance is ended 
it has become public property, and I suppose criticisms and 
comments are in order on either side, 

Mr. Truesdell boastfully claims a victory, and that Mr, 
Morrison has made a total failure. As to that, people will 
differ. If I may be allowed to giv an opinion, without 
being asked, I should say that if Mr. Truesdell is satisfied, 
Mr. Morrison ought to be. Mr. Truesdell may hav done as 
well a8 anybody could on the wrong side of the question, 
and Mr. Morrison may not hav done as well as some others 
might on the right side, yet I think he has no occasion to 
feel very bad. 

Truesdell's last article is a remarkable one, He evidently 
expected no reply or he would hav been more guarded. 
The whole article is a bundle of sophistries. But I will now 
notice but one or two under the head of “fiat money." It 
Seems to me that there has been fooling enough about fiat 
money. 

Who ever saw or heard of any money except fiat money ? 
Surely gold, silver, or paper is not money until it is made 
80 by the fiat, decree, or the stamp of the government. 
But when either receives the fiat, decree, or stamp of the — 
government, then it is money ; and if made legal tender by 
law, all are of equal value as far as money—a circulating 
medium—is concerned, 

There is a wide difference in the intrinsic or market value 
but none in the money value, for’neither has any money 
value until placed there by government, 

He says: '* With your scheme in force, we should be 
compelled to cancel. existing contracts and to discharge 
present debts in fiat money, but no power on earth could 
force the people to make new contracts upon such a basis. 
All economista agree that money, to be stable, must possess 
a purchasing power as well as a paying one." . If any econ- 
omist has made such a statement he must hav made it 
knowing it to be false, 

Any kind of money made legal tender, either gold or sil- 
ver or paper, has power to compel the canceling of contracts 
when they become due, and has done so for nearly twenty 
years, and will do so probably for all time to come, But 
no government on earth ever did or will hav power to com- 
pel the people to make contracts for any kind of money, 
either gold or silver or paper. _ 

Ina certain sense, any kind of money has a purchasing 
power, that is, as an inducement, but not a power to com- 
pel Isella horse and take Mr, Truesdell's note for one 
hundred dollars. When the note becomes due he can 
tender me the money, either gold or silver or greenbacks, 
and compel me to take the money and surrender the note, 
and this is all right. But in the purchasing of the horse, 
Mr. Truesdell may lay a thousand dollars in coined. gold on 
my table, and say to me, ‘‘I want your horse, and there is 
your money." No power on earth can compel me to accept 
his money for my horse, So we see that money has no pur- 
chasing power to compel the making of contracte, but has 
the power to compel the canceling of debts. 

. E. B. Rounps, 
€——————— 
Saginaw City Liberal League. 

To THE EDITOR or Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Wil you 
plesse reetify the mistake in your paper in regard to the 
names of the present officers of Saginaw City Liberal 
League, No. 84, which are as follow: A. C. Ganschaw, 
President ; Mrs. H, F. Allen, Secretary? If you do this it 
wil! save some trouble in regard to our correspondence, . 

Saginaw City, June 28, 1880, Mrs, H, F, ALLEN, 

Cor. Bee, 


Mr. Bell at Harlan, Iowa. 


To THE EDITOR or Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Mr. W. 
8. Bell delivered two lectures at this place on the evenings 
of June 15th and 16th. On the first evening Professor 
Bell examined the doctrin of hell, on the second evening he 
answered the question, What has Freethought to offer in 
the place of Christianity ? The Professor handled his sub- 
jects eloquently. He was listened to by an attentiv audi- 
ence, which waa both large and intelligent. Bro. Bell is an 
eloquent speaker ; his points are clear and distinct, and he 
does not fail to make a lasting impression on his audience. 

Mr. Bell’s terms for lecture are easy, and within the 
reach of all Liberal societies, Liberals, let us see that such 
men as brother Bell are kept constantly in the field. We 
intend to engage Mr, Bell again, if possible, to delivér an- 


Physiology, nature, and legitimate use of the generativ 


thought a great breach of natural delicacy and common de- 


^ crops of goodness, purity, health, and happiness. 


: And what d'ye think wuz the nooze we heerd the first thing 
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' known to any ma», go far must that man be dead to every square in the face and niver made a matk (another mirakel); Right vs, Quality. 


other course of lectures here some time in the near future. | but that marshal’s arrum jist wilted down loike a broken ‘<The Journal asks that the discussion of woman suffrage 


Yours respectfully, . ©. W. Porteg. | Kornshtalk on a hot dain Jooly (another mirakel). But the shall be broad and comprehensiv ; that instead of seeking 
Harlan, Iowa, June 18, 1880. praste jist tuk his hand an’ sed to it, “Be hole!” an’ it wuz | unholy alliances with every mob of office-seekerg styling 
sh gg hole (another mirakel). themselves a political convention, its advocates shall turn 


Aw thin we jist wint up to the skule house, which wuz | their energies to the upbuilding of an educational move- 
bilt fur the sisters’ skule an’ wuz jist dun; and, wud u be- | ™e2t which will properly prepare both sexes for the object 


» 

lieve it, Mr. Bennett, if thare wuzn't two more prastes ded- sought. "—R.-P. Journal of July 10th, ' , 

ieatin' the skule house wid a dance. Wun of thim had a| All Pharisees, from time immemorial, dainty from habit- 
fiddel an’ he turned it over on its back an’ scraped its belly ual instinct, delay justice. They claim that “we are the 
with the bo, an' holy muther what moosic! And thin kom- guardians of the common people, and when we are ready 
menced the dancin’ an’ the drinkin’ an’ the foolin', an’ ivery to confer certain privileges upon those beneath us, we will 
wunat in awhile the praste Dig Oya wud take sum of his | 5° ®220unce our purpose. Quality, not birthright, not 
frinds to the konfesshunal to hear thare koufesshun, an’ principles, is the pivot on which human rights rest and 


tha wud kum out lookin’ very mutch plazed an’ smackin’ is E Bo says, sé Mer : eee a paper ipsae 
thare lips as tho tha had bin kissin’ his big to by wa of pen- | "Pere and professed]y unstained and unstainable, so much 


ance (but I guess tha wasn't, fur I was thare mesel, an’ I 80 that it has to announce it to giv everybody assurance of 
am pritty shure it was sumthin’ else). , the fact. The idea is, women can hav the ballot when the 


Iremimber wunst whin I was in the konfesshunal alone | 77/72 has educated them for it. i 
wid the praste I made boold to ax him in konfidence how |. A little bit of history is in point, years ago. The editor 
he performed those mirakels, an’ he sez, sez he, “ Sure an’ | 2 question is too juvenile to remember it, Garrison and a 
what bizness hav u wid sich things? But seein’ as ye are à few others demanded theunconditional emancipstion of the 
spayshal frind of mine, I will tell ye pervided ye will not | S°Uthern slaves. The proposition was shocking. “They 
tell it to the members.” I promised, an’ he sez, sez he: “It! 278 not qualified for liberty,” was the general cry in all the 


was all bosh. "The danged fools don't no goose eggs from churches and legislatures of the land. *'' Let us first turn 
turtle-dove’s. An’ if I should jist tell them thare mother | °™ energies to the upbuilding of an educational movement 


was a naygur tha wud think it w ” Aw’ I think h that will prepare the slaves for the object sought.” 

about ae aout imm M SCUSA ERR The little band of Abolitionists gave no heed to this. 
About this time the table was spread hr the feast, an’ gg | delectable scheme, but struck direct blows on the Phar- 

mesel an’ Biddy (that's me wife, Mistress O'Shaughnessy) isaical poltroons, and battered a hole in the old citadel of 

hed brot sum good things to put on the table, I thot there slavery, and then it tumbled wide with a crash : Emanci- 

wud beno objecshuns to us eatin’ them, but the Kommitteo | Pated, the blacks by the aid of good friends immediately 


had arranged otherwise, an’ I found I must pa a qwarter | Commenced educating themseivs, and not one of those 
‘fur each of us, It didn't go down jist rite, so I axed the | high functionaries lifted a finger in their support. Now 
praste, an’ he sed that tha didn’t charge fur the dinner, It |they are citizens, represented in legislation and in all 
was jist a prisint to the praste, which made it all rite, an’ I departments of our secular life. So much for liberty and 
presinted him wid two qwartere, an’ was allowed to eat my growth, without first putting the serfs through the Journal 


dinner. But I’m sure it’s no mirakel to me anymore whare | Mill for qualification, . 

the choorch gits so much money. Women of America do not labor under the disadvantages 
And now, Mishter Bennett, if yer don’t want to be shtruck | Under Which the blacks suffered. They are already edu. 

wid a mirakel, u must jist print this in sum Jangwidge that cated. Itis an insult to them to imply that they are not 


the mimbers will not understand. Perhaps English will do | Qualified for citizenship. The way to qualify, if anything 
jist as well as any. .  "Trooly yours, be lacking, is to throw them upon their resources and 


MicgaEL O'SuauanuNEssy, | responsibilities, and abide the results. They hav been 

; : waiting these twenty years, waiting at the doors of legisla- 

UN MEE eet tion, asking admission, and everlastingly the Journal men 
. Giv us a Leader. 


retort: 
j ** Ob, you are not qualified like us! Let us first turn our 

To THE EprroR or Tux TRUTH BERKER, vd The Sisi ts the apbulldiag of an educational movement 
idea of a leader may not be agreeable to the true iberal which will prepare both sexes for the object sought.” 
who is opposed to any authority and wants to do his own Glenbeulah, Wis., July 12; 1880 J. O. BARRETT, 
thinking, but soldiers need a general, and if the hundreds ! S : í F ' 
of thousands of scattered reformers wish to achieve. any- 
thing, they must hav some headquarters ; some executiv 
power; & banner around which they may gather when called 
upon to do their duty. 

Greenbackers, Liberals, and Socialists differ on a great 
many points. On many leading questions, however, they 
undoubtedly agree, and there is no reason why they should 
not unite. The Socialists, in fact, although they are very 
radical in their principles and very anxious to-avoid con. 
tamination, hav tried their best toward the formation of a 
new political party which should be Liberal enough to com- 
prise the three named elements in one broad fold. 'They 
attended both the Liberal. and the Greenback-Labor Con- 
ventions, argued their point, and succeeded in having sev- 
eral of their principal issues accepted, but the Greenbackers 
fabricated a platform that does not giv satisfaction any- 
where, and the Liberals hav disappeared entirely, 

We need a man now who will not /a/X as nicely as Mr. 
Ingersoll, and do more; who will not waste his time in ridi- 
culing the childish traditions of a half barbaric people and 
in “ exposing ” falsehoods that no reasonable being believes 
in, We need a man who will not deliver poetical prose in 
order to move the hands of his audience, but who will stir 
their brains and excite them to action. 

One thing ig sure and indisputable: so long as the great 
masses hav to toil for miserable wages, living in filthy tene- 
ment houses and subjected to the arbitrariness of heartless 
employers; so. long as the laborer is only a commodity, the 
price of which is regulated by demand and supply; so long 
83 the dignity of man is not fully established, just so long 
will superstition rule, and no amount of rhetoric will abol- 
ish it. 

Liberale, therefore, are bound to support every move- 
ment the tendency of which is the amelioration of the labor- 
er’s condition; and if such a raovement does not exist yet, 
they ought to inaugurate it. 

Is there any want of good material for the foundation of 
a new party? Are there not millions of the best men and 
women who feel the necessity of. a radical change? All it 
needs is to enlist the sympathy of the people, and this can 
be done only by proving that we oureelvs hav sympathy for 
them. 

Giv us a leader, therefore, who will unite Gréenbackers, 


Sexual Intemperance.—No. 5, - 
INSCRIBED TO J. H. DODD. 


Frienp Dopp: I am glad thee can see that the church 
“ did an act of bigotry and cruelty in imprisoning D. M. 
Bennett," and I agree with thee that ‘really obscene litera- 
ture ought to be prohibited from the mails;” but as it is 8 
thing that cannot be done without robbing the people of a 
great and important right—the right of sending private and 
unopened messages on business, politics, love, or any other 
sicred or secret topic—why, the lesser evil must be relegated 
to some other form of elimination to save the danger of 
incurring & greater. It is also true that ''bad literature 
must be met by good," But I do not think ''Cupid's 
Yokes” a bad book, I believe nine-tenths of all the intel- 

-ligent and unprejudiced people in the land would consider 
it a valuable treatis upon physiology and the sexual rela- 
tions of civilized and enlightened nations. Even if the 
book errs in a few of its conclusions, it is doing great good 
in arousing thought and controversy upon the most impor- 
tant subject that can by any possibility interest us as mem- 
bers of the human family. We see the world sick unto 
‘death, morally and physically, from sexual intemperance. 
We see thousands tied to “companions” whom they loathe, 
despise, and hate. We see children growing up in an 
atmosphere of constant hate, rage, and rebellion—no love, 
no harmony, no peace, but all pulling different ways, and 
yet bound together by law. 

And in homes where love is an abiding. guest, lust is also 
far too often its twin sister. Ignorance and passion, and a 
long and close familiarity with these two attendants of the 
marriage relation, hav so familiarized the mejority of us with 
their presence and apparent relationship and similarity that 
it has been found hard to always discern the one from the 
other. 

The ** sanctity,” false prudery, and selfish intolerance of 
the ages hav always declared such books as treat of the 


organs in human beings to be obscene, vulgar, and immod- 
est, ‘‘ Doctor books” are considered in the same light, and 
to be seen with one in your hands is in too many places 


cency. You may study about the genealogy and culture 
and parental generation of the horse, cow, dog, and even 
hog; of plants, trees, and flowers, and it- is all right; but 
touch upon race-culiure, and it is all wrong. - 

They forget that the ‘‘child is father to the man," and 
what the world is to be in the next generation depends upon 
the right generation and training of the children of this. 

Such books as ** Cupid's Yikes,” and the story of *' Libra 
Dawn,” and papers like the Alpha and Physiologist, though 
meeting opposition and bigotry from the cultured critic who 
prefers hidden wrong to exposed and cleaned-out cesspools, 
will liv and sow good seed that shall produce valuable future 


Towa Notes. 


The Liberal League of Northern Iowa is prospering 
finely. It is continually adding to its already large mem- 
bership, and scattering the seeds of truth far and wide. 


The Sioux City & Pacific Railroad will carry passengers, 
for one and one-fifth fare. A reduction of rates can be se- 
cured upon the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern if 
enough attendance is guaranteed to warrant the company 
in cutting down the fare. Friends slong the line of that 


Alan! tie blows Tor ertor meant road will do well to communicate with me at once. 


Too oft on truth itself are spent; 
As through the false and viie and base 
Looks out her Sad, rebuking face.” — Whittier, 


Snowvilie, Va, ` "EnwxIiNA D. SLENKER. 


The Marshalltown Convention will be a memorable one 
in the history of Iowa Liberalism. The true men and 
women of the state are announcing to me their intention of 
being present and helping to usher in the grander era of 
humanity. Many who should be awake are in the deadly 
sleep of lethargy and indifference, but enough are up and 
doing to work a revolution. The cause does aot languish, 
and every day adds earnest recruits to the army of freedom. 


Michael O'Shaughnessy's Fourth of July. 


Hoora, Mishter Editur of TRoovH SEEKER, but we sist 
had a bos toime on the foorth of Jooly out here (the foorth 
cum on the fifth this yere, u no). We had our selebration 
at our churcb, the St. Pheelip's Chapel, in Crawford county, 
on the hill ferninst Mike Gorman’s whate field. Our hooly 
fayther, Dig Oya, & deestant relashun to Begorra (u no him), 
jist sent two teems to Muscoda fur two hole wagin lodes of 
beer and jist a fifteen-gallon kig of the craythur to trate his 
spayshal frinds on, and ye no Mikel O' Shannessy (that's 
mesel) was not at all modisht in makin’ him belave that I 
was wun of his spayshal frinds (bles his sowl), and before 
the da was gon we got rayl confidenshal, u jist bet. 

As soon a8 dalite cum on the mornin’ of the foorth, the 
peple cum in from all direcshuns to see the big sites, and to 
here the big guns go off, and to sce those kigs of beer tapt. 


I hav had the good fortune of meeting that gallant veteran 
in the cause of Freethought and justice, D. R, Burt, of 
Ehst Dubuque, formerly Dunleith, Ill, and of being royally 
entertained in his hospitable home. With faculties un- 
dimmed and earnestness unabated, crowned with the glory 
of his seventy-seven wellspent years, brother Burt still 
labors for humanity. THE TRUTH SEEKER and ity martyr | 
editor hav no more enthusiastic, loyal friend than D. R. 
Burt. 


For an earnest, successful worker, commend me to Bro, 
H, Gilmore, of Farley, Dubuque county. With one such 
man in every township in the state, five years would witness 
the complete triumph of Freethought—the utter and eternal 
separation of church and state, Friend Gilmore and those 
who hav joined hands with him in the noble cause of men- 
talemancipation hav not been content to remain upon the 
defensiv. They hav assumed the offensiv, and compelled 
the church to be silent or speak the truth. Papers and 
tracts are scattered broadcast, yet with discriminating care, 
The circulation of the Freethought journals is increased all 
possible. Tur TRUTH SEEKER, Seymour Times, and Lib- 
eral lectures are kept for sale at the news stand ; the gate- 
Liberals, Socialiste, and all noble men and women, Such a | posts and bulletin-boards are covered with ‘‘ Truth Seeker 
man does exist, no doubt, but he will not be found in the; Leaflets," and the county papers are gradually being forced 
ranks of brilliant lecturers. to open their columns to the free discussion of religious 

“Let us hav a change!" exclaims the editor of Tar dogmas and questions of state related to religion. T hav | 
TRUTH SEEKER, and then he proposes to support the Dem- | learned many lessons in the work of Freethought and secu- 
O:rats. As though that would produce a change! As though | ar propsgandism from Mr. Gilmore and his very able 
the Southern aristocrats and Northern demagogs could | lieutenants. 
ever be willing to do anything for the people! We want a At the state convention we must discuss and mature 
change, yes, but not from one party to the other. We want plans fbr the purely secular education of our children. It 
an entirely new party, and we want a leader. is worse than folly to permit them to be indoctrinated with 


when we arrived? Why, wun of our choorch-mimbers had 
jist gone and dide and must be buried before we cud kom- 
mence to injoy ourselvsin airnist. But u see sum dirty dog 
of a spalpeen had jist got hold on that kig of the craythur, 
and they were jist puttin’ a shtick in the beer, which they 
were sellin’ at oply tin cints a glass (all fur the good of the 
choorch, ye no), and before we noed it, sum of us wuz purty 
well korned, and before we got dun berryin' the corpus, 
Pat Flynn, he jist kicked up a fuss wid our marshal (who 
is always sober When there is nothin’ stronger than wather 
in reach), and they jist shtript therselvs an’ wint at it, an’ 
thin the glory kommenced at wunst. But yu'd jist otter see 
that praste of ours wade into that fite with the holy vist- 
ments on. He jist nockt fourteen men down at wun blo, 
an’ niver touched them at all at all (that’s a mirakel, u no), 
an’ he tuk the feller who kommenced the fuss by the top of 
his hed and the sit-down of his britches an’ jist led him to 
the gate, an’ afther takin’ his boot awa from his sit-down 
two or threo times, he let him go, and tuk our marshal by 


the koller of his cote, kinder frindly loike, to take him up LIBERAL BOCIALIRT. the dogmas of unnaturalism and then spend the best yéara 
to that little back-rume in the choorch called the konfes- d and energies of our,lives in pulling up the noxious weeds 
shunel to trate him to sum of that kig, when the marshal, | "Six hundred foundlings amitually is New York's contri- thus planted. This is the most important question of all 


jist thinkin’, I suppose, it wuz sumbody els an’ not the | media toward furnishing heaven with angels and country | before us. E, C, WALKER, 


praste at all, ist let dhrive wid his fight and hit the praste | medical colleges with “ material,” | Norway, Lowa, 
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Letters from Feends. 


= 


PRINCETON, Mass., July 19, 1880. 
D. M. Benneat, Dear Sir: Liberalism and the R pub- 
lican party are two horses going in opposit directions, How 

long will Col. Ingersoll continue to try to ride them both? 
Iam delighted with your editorial in last TRUTH SEEKER, 
The Republican party i& responsible for the existence and 
enforcement of the infamous Comstock legislation which 
now imposes on these United States a virulent, irrepressible, 
and malicious cersorship of the press. I hope you will con- 
tinue to pursue the line of action you hav entered on with 

such brave and timely vigor. Yours ever, 
E. H. Heywoop. 


PoRrTSMOUTE, O., July 19, 1880. 

DEAR TRUTH SEEKER: What a glorious name! What 
an amount of meaning in those two little words, “truth 
seeking." Se: k after the truth, and the truth shall mske you 
free, I was myself once a misguided being, who, like many 
others, had tried to liv a moral, temperate life, and thought 
it impossible to do so without belonging to some church; 
and once in the church I deemed it one of the great essen- 
tials to Christian steadfastness to study the scriptures, and, 
thanks to some power outside of myself, I was so guided 
that the more I sought after evidences of Christianity the 
more truth forced itself upon me, and verily the truth did 
make me free. 

Not long since I happened to ride in a railway car par- 
tially filled with Methodist preachers, deacons, and hypo- 
crits generally, and the whole conversation seemed to be 
Bob Ingersoll. One of them made the remark that his lec- 
turing and their preaching only showed the difference in 
darkness and light. It reminded me that I had never heard 
a preacher before confine himse}f more to the truth. 

e hav a Methodist preacher here who has for the past 
few weeks made himself quite conspicuous by abusing Infi- 
dels and Spiritualists. .I understand that he and a few of 
his flock intend going with an excursion to Niagara Falls 
this week, and as I am booked for the same trip, andas they 
know me to be the most uncompromising Infidel in the city, 
it is my intention t» make a note of what is said during tie 
journey. 

When I return I will remit a sms]! amount for tracts, etc., 
with which to enlighten this heathen community. Mean- 
while I remain, respectfully, . W. A, Faze, 

Boston, July 18, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Your contributors seem very 
lavish ia their advice about whom to vote forin the com- 
ing election. They cast the blame on the party—the admin- 
istration, I dissent. It is the cowardly too! of ecclesiastical 
dictum aside from political party. Vote for a man (or a 
woman, if she is to be the power behind the throne) who 
believes in the Constitution, who is not false to his oath; & 
‘man who has honor, who has the courage and manliness to 
do right; & man who is Infidel to a bloody, persecuting 
Christianity; a man who will liberate their victims. If one 
of the candidates is human, hence humane, like Jefferson 
and Lincoln, Infidel though they were, giv that man your 
vote, This government was founded by Infidels, and we 
find it safe Only in their hands, We must keep it there, 
Should the Infidels fall to the level of Christians, and perse- 
cute such as differ from them, then they will hav become of 
one blood, and we must seek another redeemer—some mod- 
ern Jesus, Luther, or Paine. What we want is à màn, not à 
party or sectarian tool, 

Liberals, vote for a man that will keep one spot on God's 
green earth free, where man can love his brother man and 
Christian hate shall cease. Yours for the love of right, 
JosgPa L, SPINNER, 


GLEN Hatt, PA. 

D. M, BENNETT, Dear Friend: I hav been very much 
exercised in regard to the proper action to be taken by the 
Liberala in the political movement, I had a hope, however, 
that they would nominate R. G. Ingersoll for President and 
80me one of similar faith and reliability for Vice-President. 
There are thousands of Lib:rals in the United States that 
‘want to vote for men that will guarantee to Liberals their 
rights, a8 the Liberals are identified with the different politi- 
cal parties, and as they hav no way of learning the Liberal 
views of the different candidates. We are not qualified or 
prepared to vote. We may take Liberal papers and advo- 
cate all the Liberal views that are necessary to make a good 
aud consistent citizen, and then assist to elect men to office 
who will reverse every principle we hav been laborisg to 
establish. We hav an example of this in R. B. Hayes. It 
has been a source of sad regret for me to know that I cast 
my vote for a man so void of every principle of justice and 
right. 

di your paper of the 17th inst, R. G. Ingersoll thinks Mr. 
Garfield can be relisd on; and you think Gen. Hancock 
preferable, Opinions from this source bav a tendency to 
eonfound and mislead the many who hav little or no oppor- 
tunity to learn facts in the matter. Now, we Liberals de- 
mand the nominees to giv us an individual pledge to extend 
the rights to Liberals which we may require, and if they will 
not giv us this assurance of our rights, then let us giv them 
our positiv pledge that we will not support them. But we 
must not be left without the privilege of voting, Giv us a 

- man of our own nomination, 1 had hoped the Greenback- 
ers and Liberals would unite; we would then hav been a 
power to be feared and felt. Yours truly, 

RICHARD J, LAMBORR, 


PoRTLANDVILLE, N., Y., July 19. 1880. 

To THE FRATERNITY OF LIBERALISM, My Dear Friends: 
‘Will you hav the kindness to allow me to intrudeupon your 
attention just for a few moments, in vindication of a vital 
question? I am but little more than a stranger to you, and, 
comparativly, I am but an infant in the ranks of Liberal- 

ism; but I am not a stranger to those great and noble princi- 
les which you advocate, nor an infant in the cause of. the 
iberty of men and their emancipation from ecclesiastical 
power No, far from it; my whole heart and soul are in the 
work. 

I was deeply grieved to see the clash of feeling expressed 
by our Liberal friends in THE TRUTH SEEKER of last week, 
and that, too, over those two old and corrupt parties. My 
friends, would it not be well for us to stop rightehere and 
ask ourselvs what we are doing? Heaven forbid that we 
should contemplate to hazard our liberties, and the great 
cause of freedom in which we are so earnestly engaged, in 
disputing over those two old and corrupt carcasses. Our 
liberties are at stake. Let us act wisely and harmoniously, 
or we shall lose them.. The great beast, with her ecclesiasti- 


çal eye, is watching this moye With the deepest interest. I 


believe the eleven months you passed in prison were thrown 
away, and as to a change, I desire only a radical change, 
Until then let the worst clique, if you can tell which, rule. 
Nothing short of dire suffering will heal the disease of the 
people ; since nothing but. rattlesnakes were equal to the 
salvatiou of the Beaver family, so nothing but dungeons, 
thumbscrews, and starvation will save the country, yet it 
will be saved. : 

Yours against all compromise. Stand on one leg, if it bea 
wooden one. l A. H, Woop, 


Dzrhorr, Mron., July 17, 1880. 

DEAR FRIEND BENNETT : I received the first volume of 
‘ The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times,” 
and “ The Crisir,” etc., on the 15th all right. Hav not had 
time to examin its contents to any extent; hav no doubt 
from what I hav read of it that it is all that it has been rec. 
ommended to be. I am glad to know that all is right, and 
I send inclosed one dollar as thanks for. your trouble and 
the expense, for I see the postage is considerable in amount, 
on the whole package, and I think the man who could and 
did write so large a book as this first volume, even at inter- 
vals, during a year’s confinement at labor in prison, has 
given evidence of a spirit of unflinching perseverance and 
industry that ought not to go unrewarded, even to please 
Anthony Comstock, or his nearest of kin, the devil. . 

f Yours truly, JAMES HALE. 


say, my friends, let us act prudently. True, when I speak 
I represent but one, but my interest is for many. I think 1 
can see what is in the near future, and it arouses my utmost 
energy for mankind, We would gladly evade the difficulty 
that must follow our efforts, but it is Vain to hope for peace. 
He that thinks that he shall enjoy the full liberty of person 
and conscience (which the great giver Of nature intended 
for man) without making a sacrifice to. procure it will seon 
understand his mistake NY 

The great question before the people of tc-day is thir, 
Which shall predominate, science or superstition, liberty or 
bigotry? We, asscientista, do not seek to predominate over 
the superstitious or bigoted ; but it is the superstitious and 
bigoted jthat seek to predominate over us and compel us to 
bow before their altar. We are acting on the defensiv; they 
on the offeusiv. We seek to protect our personal righta and 
liberties ; they to invade and oppress them. Which of the 
two is right? We are right, and the right shall conquer. 
Then, knowing that we are in the right, let us make every- 
thing ele bend to its purpose. Let us join hands, never to 
sever un il our liberties rest upon a foundation never to be 
removed by supera ition or ecclesiastical po wer. 

Now, my friends, how shall we proceed to defend our 
rights, and secure them against the invasion of superstition, 
bigotry, and ecclesiastical power? The most important of 
all things is union. Where there is union there is strength. 
Ten men, well armed and fortified, may defeat a hundred 
of an attacking foe; but let them disunite and scatter, and | ` 
two or three men may capture and destroy them all. . M we, 
a8 & body of Liberale, firmly unite, and sympathize with 
each other's movements, we will become a power, effectual 
to defend and sustain our cause against powerful odds, 
never to be conquered, : 

Here then is the importance of union. 

But our issues are distinct from and independent of either 
Republican, Democrat, or Greenback parties, and must be 
kept distinct or they will amount to but little or nothing. 
If we join hands and go solid for any of the three parties 
mentioned, we will become a power which each and all of 
the parties will respect, and will endeavor to show us favor. 
But we can never rest on a secure basis until our party be- 
comes predominant. But let us make the best of the pres- 
ent situation. Let us hold a convention, and hav a free 
expression of all Liberals, and agree upon som? candidate 
already in the field, and if we cannot agree to do this let 
us hav an independent one of ourown. We could not elect 
our Candidate, but we would be laying the basis of a party 
which would, in the course of time, come into power, and 
at the same time all other parties would endeavor to court 
our favor by conforming their platform to our views in 
order to gain our support. Yes, let us by all means hold a 
convention and act harmoniously and giv our ballot in one 
solid Jump. This done, the ecclesiastical power will begin 
to shake, But just as sure as we scatter, running for this 
candidate or the other one, we will hav serious cause to re- 
gret our mistake. 

I, for one, am willing to conform my choice to the will of 
the majority of Liberale, and will go with them heart and 
hand, But I will do all I can to convince them of the im- 
propriety of supporting any candidate on the Republican 
ticket in her present state of bigotry and corruption, We 
hav nothing personal against Mr. Garfield, but we consider 
our liberties safer, at this present time, under the control of 
a Democratic administration, I venture to say that three- 
fourths of our worst enemies are concealed in the Republi- 
can party, and are watching and hoping for opportunities 
to subdue us through their party power. 

A word or so in defense of our noble friend D, M. Ben- 
nett, and I am through. i 

` I was grieved to see how sharply you were criticised and 
accused falsely. My dear friends, is there any man that 
would accuse Mr. Bennett of being partisan, and selling the 
influence of THE TRUTH SEEKER to the Democratic party? 
Is there any one that would believe such an unjust thing ? 
I8 there any man among us that has suffered more for the 
cause of liberty and the freedom of conscience than this 
poor old man? Who can doubt his loyalty and his love for 
principles of right and justice to mankind ? 1f some of us 
nad been Cast in prison and deprived of our liberty, and suf- 
fered as he did (not for himself alone, but to support and 
defend the principles of freedom for you and me to enjoy), 
I think that we too would not be very partial to the Repub- 
lican administration which put and kept us there, 

_ I hope, my dear friends, that we will appreciate the suffer- 
ing endured for our own happiness, and none accuse so faith- 
ful a friend of such an unjust act. 

And again, has Mr, Bennett not as good a right to express 
his personal views on politics (notwithstanding he is an edi. 
tor)as we hav to express ours ? Has he not opened his 
paper to the free access of all, no matter what their views 
may be, though contrary to his own; all are welcome to a 
free expression of their personal views. These are ail facts 
ana favors which we should appreciate. : 

True, the editor of a paper may neglect to insert matter 
written for publication, and he may hav good and various 
reasons for doing so. This must be left to his own discre 
tion, and we should endeavor to take no offense because of 
any such omissions—unless they are too numerous and 
grievous to be overlooked, 

Hoping that we all may try to feel right and do right, and 
allow to others all that we would claim for ourselvs, 

Iam sincerely, PETER SOULE. 


IrHACA, N. Y., July 17, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I hav been. a reader of your 
valuable paper over three years. I prize it highly, but 
when you ask me to take my seat in Belmont's breeches, 
Isay, No, I shall vote for James B. Wheeler; he is the poor 
man’s friend. A large number of your readers will feel 
the same way. Yours respectfully, James W. BRIDE. 


[Our friend probably means to say that he will vote for 


Gen. Weaver. We know of no presidential candidate’ in 
the field by the name of Wheeler.—Ep. T. 8] 


Boston, Mass , July 19, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find one dol- 
lar toward paying your expenses to the Congress at Brus- : 
sels. lalsoindorse your views on the politicel situation, 
and shall vote the Democratic ticket. The arguments of 
the opponents seem not so well taken. 

In a letter published by Mr, Green from Col. Ingersoll, 
on the political situation, he says, ‘‘As long as the Demo- 
cratic party is controled by the Catholics, as long as that 
party.is afraid to pass a resolution that the public moneys 
shall not be given to sectarian schools, I shall vote some 
other ticket.” 

‘What public moneys are here referred to? I never knew 
that the United States government paid any money for the 
public schools, either sectarian or otherwise, Again he 
says: ‘Let us see how the candidates are upon these great 
questions. Let us ask them whether they are in favor of 
depriving Atheists of the right of testifying in courta, 
whether they are in favor of the total separation of church 
and state, and whether they think that man’s civil and 
political righte should be affected by his religious or irre- 
ligious belief." 

Now all these might be very proper questions to ask of a 
candidate for governor of any state, but what has the United 
States government to do with the separation of church and 
state? The Constitution does not recognize any'church. 
What has the President to do with my inability to testify in 
court on account of my religious belief? To draft questions 
and propose them to the candidates for the presidency seems 
to me very ill-advised. Yours truly, J. ScHuH. 


Fort Les, N. J., July 19, 1880, 

Bro, BENNETT: It seems we must hav a litile family 
quarrel. Iam in the country, farmers are my neighbors, 
but I never hear that any one goes grafting on an old 
stump. That’s the very curious thing you try to glv us in 
your paper—the old roiten stump called Democratic party. 
How, in the name of all reforms, do you come to the very 
same conclusion as the organs of the money power—that 
nothing but an old stump Can save the country. 

Brother, I hold it a lucky thing for you and all in the 
family that you hav no money to bet. Who told you that 
Weaver and Chambers could not carry a single state? Of 
course, nobody but the combined Republico-Democratic 
money-power papers. 

We hold you as a fighting hero against all swindles, gods, 
and devils; but for our earthly welfare, you must allow 
“the boys” to look out for themselvs, The republic of 
Switzerland, some thirty years ago, dispatched the Jesuits, 
Germany broke their power, and now France drives them 
from her soil. And you, good old man, want us to help the 
Inquisition, Protestant-burner, the great grandmother of all 
the bigotry and superstition of to-day. You, our best uncle, 
brother, and leader, what weak mument could bring you 
to that desperation? Are you not aware that just at present 
about a dozen different reform parties are going to join 
hands for the sole purpose to begin with reforms? Of 
course, any and all parties shall hav a hand in the victory. 

Bro. Bennett, for harmony's sake, please don't recom- 
mend the old outused horse (Democratic party) ever again. : 

How, and on what principle, was Lincoln elected? On 
the stolen idea of Abolitionism, Lincoln’s election made 
4 000,000 negroes free. Weaver's election will inake 40,000,- 
000 white men free; and believe me, brother, Weaver will 


Bronson, MQicn., July 24, 1880. 
be President. A. SEMMENDINGER, 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Inclosed 
please fiud one dollar toward your European trip. As you 
hav demonstrated your capacity to write profusely several 
volumes of works, and ‘‘ letters ” besides, we shall look for 
some interesting epistles from your foreign tour, You hav 
done just right in declaring for Hancock and English. Your 
practical good sense has not deserted you in this matter of 
politics, , We want a change in administration. The elec- 
tion of Garfield means Grant in 1884, and after that, imperi- 
alism. Yours, J. Francis Roaanss, 


VINTON, O., July 20, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Iam truly sorry to fad you 
advising your friends to join hands with the Democratic 
party to secure freedom, not that you hav not a right to giv 
the advice if you think it best, but it looks to me as ill-ad- 
vised when we contemplate the history of the Democratic 
party for the last twenty-five years at least. Where did it 
stand on the slavery question, when human beings were 
bought and sold, and when every Northern man was by law 
converted into a bloodhound; when mobs and violence was 
the rule instead of the exception? And whenever à rotten 
egg was thrown it was invariably by a Democrat; or when- 
ever a freedom-loving soul was to be dragged through the 


: LUNENBURG, Mass, 
FRIEND BENNETT: I am amazed to see or hear a man 
60 years of age, and who has spent eleven months of that pe- 
riod in prison, advise reformers to lift a pennyweight at 
the wheel of the two parties that hav crushed the life | streets, Democrats did it, 
of this young American republic by turn for fifty years! Where are the assurances of à change? Is it in the last 
past. Compromise with the relics of the old Whig par:y of Congress, when Speaker Randall ignored Gen. Weaver's 
‘36! make your bed with the old monopoly Democrats under | attempt to speak or introdace any measure having for its 
the lead of West Point! The boy of Woodend lost a limb; object a restoration of human rights that they hav been 
years afterward, when acked how he lost his leg, hej rovbed of by the combined efforts of both the oid parties? 
promptly replied, ‘‘ It was bit off,” but declined to state} Did you ever know a party that had outlived its useful- 
where or when or which shark bit it off. So it is with the ness to reform and turn back from wrong doing and cease 
reformers of to-day, we had as lief be eaten by the Repub-|to oppress? No. These wrongs can only be righte by the 
lican sharks as rent by Derfiocratic claws, i foundation of new parties, which the good and true of both 
Never be alarmed about throwing away ‘your. vote.”| old parties will cluster around, . Then why throw the wet 
That could be done only through neglect to vote, J don’t’ blauket over the struggling masses and consign them to the. 


The Truth Seeker, July 31, 1880. 


493 


tender mercies of either of the old defunct parties? I can- 


not think you.do it with any hopes of a taste of the fl:sh- 
pot& of the old Democratic party.. ` i 
No, no; we cannot trust them, and do vot forget it. If 
we do, in my opinion, we'll never regret it but once, and 
that will be always. Then Jet us unite with the new and 
growing party, whose platform is all right and whose pro- 
fessions are honest, Yours for the right, M, BRANIN, 


Norra Maprson, Iowa, July 10, 1880 

D. M, BENNETT, Dear Sir: Having read your editorial 
on the political situation, the duty of Liberals, etc.. and 
thinking a little mild criticism in order, venture to offer a 
few thoughts in a kind spirit, : 

The choice between the two candidates may at firat view 
seem small, The record of both men, as far as they run 
together, is probab!y good. Ina one thing I think you will 
agree with me, and that is, that General Hancock has had 
no experience as a statesman, while with General Garfield 
the case is different, he having had a pretty thorough school- 
ing in Congress Just what cour&e either man may pursue 
we cannot now tell, and it may bea little premature for us 
to judge, especially in the absence of expressed policy. 

Xou say: '' We hav tried the Republican party. Atfirst it 
did. well, It was the party of liberty, the friend of the 
oppressed and downtrodden; it was the savior of the coun- 
try.” It seems to me that the Republican party deserves 
this amount of praise at least. Now, my friend, can you 

` say as much of the Democratic party? While the Republi- 
can party was trying to save the country, what waa the 
Democratic party doing? It seems to me that the Demo- 
cratic press, and many in the party, were doing about all 
they could to lay impediments in the way of those who 
were trying to save the country. In short, I do not think 
that any political party ever had 80 bad a record. 

. You admit that Garfield did some good work in Congress 
jn ‘‘checking the onward march of Comstockism.". May 
we not presume what he then and there did to bea fair 
expression of his convictions? 

Again you say, "With Hancock elected, Comstock will 
be dismissed.” This may be only presumptiv. I consider 
Comstock a very bad man—one who would disgrace any 


party. In your own cage you hav very great reason to feel] 


that individuals in the Republican party hav done you great 
injustice. 1 

That the Republican party is corrupt is quite probable. 
But to presume that the Democratic party would be less so 
is to my mind a mere guess. . Certainly they hav not shown 
themselvs very amiable for the last twenty years. They 
hav presented to the country no lofty statesmanship, but a 
tiuckling policy has been pursued by them. 

Again you say, “The Republican party has trampled 
upon ihe liberties guaranteed to us in the Constitution." 
What do you think the Demoerats did when they inaugu- 
rated the Rebellion? Was there any trampling on the Con- 
stitution then? 

I think your advice for the Liberals to go with the Dem- 
ccrats is ill-advised and premature. For my own part, I 
think we need a Liberal party; a party that will recognize 
the rights of man above the influence of moaey; one that 

. will insist on adherence to principle rather than policy; a 
party that will do the right thing though the heavens fall. 
Such a party might not succeed the first year, but if it 
grounds itself on true principles and stays there it will suc- 
ceed. : Yours truly, N. Hunv,. 


f OTTUMWA, IoWA, June 19, 1880. 

D. M, BENNETT, Dear Sir : L am glad to know that you 
are out of the grasp of the infernal Christian Inquisition, 
and I hope forever, The infamous Christian, lying, per- 
jured hypocrits hav acted fiendishly and diabolically towa:d 
you in depriving you of liberty and almost everything for 
thirteen months. The lying thieves, robbers, and perjured 
‘scoundrels hav been bad enough with me also. By their 
lying and perjury I lost possession of five thousand dollars’ 
worth of real estate for over two years. I hav had the case 
through all the courts, and every point decided in my favor 
in the Supreme Court of this state, and the property restored 
to me; but by a second trial in a childish inferior justice’s 
court, and by Christian lier, perjury, corruption, bribery, 
and fraud I lost possession again, notwithstanding the para- 
mount decision of the Supreme Court; but by a writ of 
error already issued and perfected I will get possession 
without a shadow of doubt, in October next in the Circuit 
Court of this county and state. -But it requires patience 
and kaowledge aud money to tear justice from the hands of 
Christian liars and hypocrits,. And so the world wags. 

I hav just finished reading your letters or replies to Hum- 
phrey, in your great discussion with him, for I think the 
third time. Some books should be read over fifty times. 
Ninety-nine out of every hundred should not be read at all. 
Particularly your last three letters to Humphrey, your 
** Open Letter to Jesus Christ," your letter to the devil, and 
your prayer to the same gentleman are terribiy damaging 
and demolishing to poor Humphrey and to every part and 
vestige of the Bible and Christianity. And 1 think Hum- 
phrey did as well perhaps as any Christian since Bishop 
‘Watson, whom he has not been able to and cannot equal. 
Watson has some sense in his book when he attacks Deism. 

He shows that Deism cannot stand the test of reason, 
logic, or science when he points Paine to a God and matter 
posterior to its creator; and creating matter out of nothing. 
‘fhe liberty of man in the face of an omniscient, omnipo- 
tent God, the existence of evil under a God, even the ex- 
istence of a God, his providence, and a future state of retri- 
bution—to all these difficulties Paine wisely did not attempt 
to giv any answer, and no one else has ever been able to giv 
any for him, But alas for poor Humphrey ! he has said 
nothing original, and nothing about Infidels or the Bible, 
that I recollect, that is true. But he slanders Paine, Jeffer- 
son, Franklin, and Ingersoll whenever he can. 

I think your attack on the Bible and Christianity calcu- 
lated to do the most good among the masses of any book 
since the ‘Age of Reason.” Compsrativly those fellows 
with their origin of species and evolution—which are all 
true enough in their place—are doing almost nothing to ad- 
vance, enlighten, and benefi; mankind. D’Holbach and 
Ingersoll kill every part of the Bible and Christianity they 
touch ; for instance, Ingersoll’s ** Moses," or on the Penta- 
teuch, D'Holbach's ''Letters to Eugenia,” “ Christianity 
Unveiled,” and his '' Good Sense,” slaying all the religions 
in the world. But you go over the whole Bible, over the 
whole Christiau fieid. leaving no stone unturned and no 
rock unrent. Your Fifty Reasons tear every part and par- 
cel of the Bible and Cuaristianity into tatters, grind them to 
dust, and scatier the whole intamous religion or supersti- 

tion to the winds, e 
' Isee you are right on the whole Bible and Christianity, 
and cannot be combated by any man, living or dead. Your 
book will stand triumphantly against the entire Christian 


and Jewish world, against all the Humphreys that wil liv 
and die, from now toward the eternal traveling, never-end- 
ing time. And by reference to what you sav in your lecture 
on the God of the universe, in reply to De Lars, you under- 
stand the law of philosopical necessity ; hence you are 
right and clear on ail subjects belonging to religion except 
‘that of the soul, which you do not yet pretend to hav solved, 

I hav an article, à part of which’ I published some four 
years ago, and consider it a comp'ete and the only damor- 
stration yet produced on the subject. As soon as I hav an 
Opportunity and time to copy said article, I will rend it to 
be published in Taz TRUTH. SEEKER, And I presume you 
will think it is sad egotism and presumption to pretend to 
hav originated a demonstration on so difficult a question as 
the soul, that no other Infidel could find out or discover. 
Nevertheless, whatever is so, is s0, and can’t be helped. 
Neither do I pretend to undervalue the strong and- almost 
satisfactory probability produced bv the greatest man that 
ever lived, the immortal Thomas Hobbes, and some of the 
next greatest, such as Helvetius, Shaftesbury, D’Holbach, 
Hume. Colline, Voltaire, Cooper, Maudsley, Huxley, Tyu- 
dall, Lewes, Greg. and Reade, which is convíncing in the 
highest degree, falling short only of absolute demonstration 
of the materiality and mortality of the human soul, I only 
say that no one who understands reasoning will say that 
their proof about the soul amounts to demonstration ; a!- 
though several of those men hav demonstrated another sub- 
ject which is equally difficult. I mean philosophical neces- 
sity, perhaps the greatest and most important subject in the 
worid, and one the fewest understand. I mean the proof 
about necessity given by Hobbes, Helvetiug, Hume, D'Hol- 
bach, Voltaire, Shaftesbury, Lewes, Huxley, and Tyndall. 

Hobbes demonstrated necessity in his book, ''Tripos," 
best of any. And he also givs the best and most crushing 
definition of religion ever given, and I reckon ever will be 
given by man. If understood and taught, it alone would 
drive religion from the face of the earth. It is as follows : 
*' Religion is a superstitiou in fashion, and superstition is a 
religion out of fashion,” This differs widely from B. F. 
Underwood, who now pretends to think religion a real 
thing—an entity—man’s partly developed condition. He 
also defines religion to be the kingdom of darkness. 

Next thing is to business, It will be impossible for me 
to pay you my back bill until October next, when I will be 
sure to get my property back in possession, and then I will 
square all things up with you. Inclosed please find postal 
order for one dollar, for which send the paper as directed, 

Mr. W. 8. Bell was here, and gave three solid, instructiv 
lectures, giving Christianity and the Bible some powerful 
and deadly blows, pounding the old superstition heavily 
and wounding it deeply. I promised Mr. Bell to write an 


lished in your parer, but I hav not been able to do 80 yet 
on account of sickness and other obstructions and troubles. 
Yours truly, Joun S. WALKER, 


BLO^MFIELD, N, J., July 24, 1880. 
D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir : I inclose five dollars (accord- 
jng to agreement) to help defray the expenses of delegates 
to the Brussels Convention, Yours truly, 
Harry B. SHEARS. 
San JACINTO, IND., July 16, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed you will find money 
order for threa dollars, for which piease send me thy new 
book, ‘‘ The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 
Times.” I think I will send for the other volume when 1 
renew my subscription in September. Thee may consider 
me a life member. Icame across CHE TRUTH SEEKER last 
summer while attending the Braden-Jamieson debate, and 
hav been a faithful and appreciativ reader of it since, Oh, 
long may it wave! Ihope you go to the Brussels Congrese, 
hav a splendid time, and giv us some good reports, We wiil 
be glad to welcome our old friend Eugene back to the edi- 
torial chair for à few months or more. I am scattering my 
old papers among my friends in the hope of making new 
Subscribers. Your well wisher and true Liberal friend, 
ANNA M. HANNA 


AUBURN, N.. Y., July 20, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Should not some proper legal 
provision be made either by the National Liberal League, 
by the state Leagues, or by local auxilisry Leagues whereby 
lecturerr, and perhaps othere, may be empowered and legally 
authorized to tie the ** knot matrimonial?” 2 

You are aware that Liberals and Spiritualists “marry and 
are given in marriage," and it seems proper they should hav 
the * matrimonial blacksmiths" in their own ranks to weld 
the links in the chain of affection where a union is desired 
by two loving hearts wounded by Cupid's darts. 

Please set the ball in motion in this direction, so 80me of 
our people can get the **pin money" or fee what is now 
mainly given to the orthodox clergy. Yours truly, 

J. H. HARTER. 


[This is à good suggestion. It would seem to be proper 
for the National League to commission one person in each 
auxiliary League to perform the service or ceremony of 
marriage, — Ep. T. 8.] 


ey Buioomimne Grove, Kan., July 16, 1880. 
FRIEND BENNETT: Having but yesterday returned trom 
a visiting tour of nearly two months among friends and 
relativs in northern Missouri, I found awaiting my return 
many letters and papers to answer and read ; but of all the 
papers Ireceive, the one most dear to my heart is the brave, 
iberal, heroic, grand, and peerless oid 'RuTH SEEKER, 
D. M. Bennett editor, tne old veteran of free thought, free 
speech, free press, free maile, and liberty for map, woman, 
and child ; that grand old hero who was persecuted, tried. 
and condemned by Christian bigots to-a felon’s cell in the 
Albany penitentiary for thirteen months—for what? For 
sendjog an innocent little pamphlet through the mails. For 
the violation of any law or the commission of any crime ? 
Not a bit of it; but to satiate the thirst for blood that all 
Christians feel toward those who dare call in question the 
nonsensical mummery and absurd dogmas of their religion. 
And now I ask, Can those who profess to be Liberals in this 
boasted land of liberty lean back upon their dignity and 
say, “ Well, it’s not our fight.” Brother Liberale, is it not. 
our cause the noble champion of liberty suffered to sustain? 
If so, let us come to the rescue ? Let us hold up the hands 
of him who has courage enough and ability to wield the pen 
in favor of tae emancipation of the world of mind from ihe 
shackles of superstition and ignor:nc»^, that bighting curse 
that enslaves the mind of millions and holas it in abeyance 
to priesteraft, kingcraft, and many other equally ridiculous 
and expensiv luxuries. Yes, Bro, Bennett, to you belongs 
the champion’s belt, which you hav fairly won; and for 
one I will do all my limited means and ability will allow to 
sastain your paper, Long mey it wave} N.C, LANE. 


article giving an account of his lectures here, to be pub. 


Prarttssure, N. Y., July 23, 1880. - 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir; The fact of bzing a traveling 
salesman constantly for ten months in the year and arriving 
here to-day is why I write you from this place, On my ar- 
rival here I entered one ot the principal business places, con- 
ducted by Mr, George Look, an avowed Freethinker and 
Liberal, also a subscriber to your paper, Mr. Look had 
just returned from the post-ofüse with your paper in his 
hand. and ip my presence, on opening it, we saw the head- 
ing, ‘Ho for Brus:els!" This a: once attracted our atten- 
tion stili fur hr, and on reading the contents discussed the 
proposition and considered the subject. Mr. Look snd 
myself cime to tke wise. conclusion of what vast importance 
is the Brussels mission that we Liberals, Infidels, Free Relig- 
ionists, and Freethinkers could not affurd to be represented 
at the B:ussels Congress. After Mr. Look responded by 
saying, ‘It is an important thing and should highly interest 
all Liberals," I, though at the eleventh hour, made the 
proposition that he and I should at once forward you one 
dollar each, making two dollars to be added to tbe Brussels 
donation. Mr. Look quickly seconded the motion. So 
please find inclosed'the above amount for said purpose, _ 
which please acknowledge by making room, if practical, in 
your next iesue, for the publication of this letter. ] 

The reason I ask this is to be satisfied that you are in 
receipt of this donation before you start for Brussels. I 
wish we were able to donate more for our great cause, but 
really it is all we can afford now, but hope to do more in 
the future by buying books and renewing our subscriptions. 
We cannot think of leaving our representative and armor-. 
bearers in the middle of the Atlantic, and trusting to 
‘ providence ” to bear the other half of the expense. We 
don’t want any “providence” mixed up with this grand 
undertaking, for should there be, we fear it would turn out 
a total failure, which would be a victory for the Christians, 
Let us depend wholly upon ourselvs, and make ita grand 
success, I hope there will yet be many eleventh-hour dona- 
tions made before your departure, We wish you all con- 
tinued good health at Brussels, and hope you will think of 
us while there. Hoping that you will return home safe 
and sound, bringing with you the assurances that our great 
cause has been greatly advanced both in Europe and 
America, I remain, Yours truly, L. D, GRISWOLD, 


ALDEN, Minn., July 13, 1880 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I hav lately perused a copy of 
your paper, loaned me by a friend, I was greatly editled, 
80 much 80 that I feel that I must havit for regular perusal. 
Indeed, I cau think of no expenditure of $3 which will be 
likely to yield me such intense satisfaction aud entertain- 
ment as the weekly arrival of your paper. 

I was sired and bred in the rigid blue-light discipline 
of New Eagiand Presbyterianism, but just as soon as I came 
to read, reason, and reflect, the abominable utter absurdity 
of Bible. Christianity overwhelmed me, Even at the age of 
18, the Bible, which I had been hired to read through again’ 
aud again by a picus grandmother, showed up, to my think- 
ing, a tissue of most glaring falsehoods, obscenity, luat, 
murder, and villainy in every form, practiced by the great 
models of goodness, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, 
Solomon, all the whole Jying, treacherous, ignominious 
hundreds and thousands o! Jew impostors, beginning with 
Cain and ending wita Jesus, the latter not particularly 
heinous except in this monstrous asseveration of divine ori- 
gin. And what a dastardly act would they attribute to 
him they called the Almighty, bringing him down from 
high heaven to this puny earth to overshadow & young 
woman already plighted in marriage to an honest carpen- 
ter man! And upon this so-called immaculate concep- 
tion the great structure of Christian religion rests. The 
Chronicles admit that Christ was tried and executed as an 
impostor, but claim it was a voluntary act for redemption 
of the race. In what rational manner could his execution, 
voluntary or not, divine or earthly, affest bencficially the . 
millions of unborn human beinge, and all others remote 
from the immediate locality, or even right there ? Pshaw ! 
Too utterly preposterous to even require argument or con- 
futation! Of what use is human reason unless exercised in 
a reasonable way ? Butit is a fact that ali theologians, all 
ministers of the gospel, nowadays admit that religion 
cannot be maintained by evidence aud argument, but only 
by biind faith, Old confirmed religionists could not for the 
world hav their eyes opened and the truth poured in upon 
their benighted, bigoted minds, But a new and more facil 
generation is coming on, who will be less and less disposed 
as time rolls on to swallow the sickening obscene trash of 
which religion is wrought, without investigating and re- 
jecting that which will not bear the test of truth and com- 
mon reason, It may take twenty, forty, or sixty years to 
dissipate the foul myths of the scriptures and overturn the 
whole spurious, decaying fabric of Christianit’, but it is 
surely doomed, Yours, N. F. Jounson, 


CINCINNATI, O., July 10, 1880. 

DEAR TRUTH BERKER: Is it lunacy, is it thoughtlessness, 
or is it hypocrisy that makes 80 mauy thousands of people 
spend thousands and millions of money for the purpose of 
going to some other world after death? There certainly can 
be no sense in it, because there i8 no other world for the 
people of this world to go to. All die and are buried in this 
world; some in one Way, 80me in another, and that settles 
the whole business; and all those who say or think other- 
wise can prove nothing in their favor. But extinction by 
death proves everything. There stands the fact clearly 
before any one. A thousand witnesses can behold a dead 
corpse going to corruption. How, then, is it possible for 
such corrupt material to turn up in some other world? Is 
it not well known that every creature, rich or poor. is laid 
aside to rot and hid from the sight of their dearest friends? 
Oh, some say, it is their soul that is in some other world. 
No soul, spirit, or ghost could be there, for nothing of the 
kind coula exist apart from the body. The mind, or soul, 
is a part of the material organism, never distinct therefrom, 
but ever united in lite and positivly ex:iuct and oblivious at 
death, T. WINTER, 


Kansas Camp-Mecting. 


Tie annual camp-meeting of Spiritualists and Liberals of 
northern Kansas will be held in a fine grove near Delphos, 
Oitawa county, Kan., in the Solomon River valley, begin- 
ning Aug. 13th and ending Aug, 23d. Everybody is invited 
to come and get en rapport with the angel world; alsoto view 
the finest valley in the West. Free platform, with charity 
for all sects and creeds. Reduced rates on Kan. Pacific and 
Mo. Pacific Railroads. D. C, SEYMOUR, 

Clyde, Kam, J uy 18, 1880, 


ASK 


Robert Burns. 


I see amid the fields of Avr 
A plowman, who, in foul or fair, 
s Sings at his task. 
So clear we know not if it is 
The laverock’s song we hear or his, 
Nor care to ask. 


For him the plowing of those flelds 
A more ethereal harvest yields 
Than sheaves of grain; 
Songs flush with purple bloom the rye; 
The plover’s call, the curlew’s cry, 
Sing in his brain, 


Touched by his hand the wayside weed 

Becomes a flower; the lowliest reed 
Beside the stream 

Is clothed with beauty; gorse and grass 

And heather, where his footsteps pass, . 
The brighter seem. 


He sings of love, whose flame illumes 

The darkness of lone cottage rooms; 
He feels the force. 

The treacherous undertow aud stress, 

Of wayward passions, and no less 
The keen remorse. " 


At moments, wrestling with his fate, 
His voice is harsh; but not with hate; 
The brushwood hung 
Above the tavern door lets fall 
. Its bitter leaf, its drop of gall, 
Upon his tongue. 


But still the burden cf his song 
Is love of right, disdain of wrong; 
Its master chords 
‘Are Manhood, Freedom, Brotherhood; 
Is dlscords but an interlude . 
Between the words. 


And then to die so young, and leave 
Unfinished what he might achieve ! 
Yet better sure 
Is this than wandering up and down, 
` An old man. in a country toWn. 
Infirm and poor. 


For now he haunts his nativ land 

As an immortal youth; his hand 
Guides every plow; 

He sits beside each ingle nook; 

His voice is in each rushing brook, 
Each rustling bough. 


His presence haunts this room to-night, 
A form of mingled mist and light, 
From that far coast. 
Welcome beneath this roof of mine! 
Welcome’! this vacant chair is thine. 
Dear guest and ghost ! 
—H. W. Longfellow, 


or? or 

Sunrise in California. 

l BY CHARLES BRADLEY, 
Eos crocopeplos ecidnalo pasan ep ian, 
"The golden morn lit up the whole earth.” 
; —Homer, 
“ Yonder comes the powerful king of day, 

Rejoicing in the east." —Thompson 


" Look, love, what crimson streaks 
Do lave the severing clouds in yonder east. 
Night’s candles are burnt out, and proud day 
Scands tip-toe on the misty mountain-top.” 
hakspere. 


“ Thus sang the uncouth swain to the rocks and 


« TIS, : 
While the still morn went out with sandals 
gray.” — Milton, 


“Good morning; good morning; good mor-r- 
r-r-ning." Hutchinson Family. 


Beant daylight 'twas when I and Jack 

Saw little Jimmy looking back, 

While we toiled up the mountain track 
As broke the stilly morning. 


High mountains, and there boomed & grouse; 
*Way down it smoked my old log house. 
I cut a fling—nichts com heraus, 

As broke the clouded morning. . 


The little cataract spring was there; 

Wo paused in pathway of the bear 

T'o catch that booming on the air, 
As broke the dewy morning, 


Cragged Salmon hills were gleaming white, 
Sharp Shasta Butte loomed faint in sight— 
Vanished the rearward of the night 

As broke the golden morning. 


Dark on the gulch the shadows lay; 

Red on the peaks the sunbeams play; 

All splendor came the king of day, 
As broke the glorious morning. 


From youth I’ve loved the prairies fair 
Where tue bees all sing in flowers rare; 
But giv to me the mountain bare 

When breaks the heavenly morning. 


For there in nature vast I see, 
Forgetting my mortality, 
Beauty in its infinity, 

As breaks the : tilly morning. 


My song is sung, my tale is told; 

For all this purple and this gold, 

IfI don’t kill that grouse I’m sold, 
Allin this dewy morning. 


ep 


Delilah. 


: BY ALHAZA. 
Loosen thy tresses, O lovely Delilah; 
Mild as à dove in thy snowy nest lie; 
Let the fringe droop of thy long silken lashes, 
Veiling the craft of thy beautiful eye. 


Nothing can harm thee; God's servant protects 
thee; 
Thon hasten his work, maiden; never mind 
how. 
Two or three lies and & smile full of sweetness 
Are as useful at times as a harrow or plow, 
C ald Samson Hv now, among civilized people, 
How grandly his locks in their beauty might 
grow |! . 
No vulgar Jehovah would tem pt a sweet maiden 
To send a hold hero to darkness and woe, 
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No angel eame near when the dimples were 


playing. 
To grace thy bright cheek and thy beautiful 


Hp; 
To say that one thrill that is honest and loving 
Givs the purest delight that a mortal can sip. 
But the church thinks 'tis right, 80 go on with 
your sinning, : 


And veil the sweet light of your dark, dreamy 


eye; 


Then weave your Vile web round some artless 


Freethinker, 
And kiss his bright forehead, and tell hima 
lie. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 


WASHINGTON, D. C.. July 19, 1880. 

I wish to notify the public that a Mr, Baldwin, 
of Chicago, also Rhodes & McClure, of the same 
place, are publisning pamphlet editions of my 
lectures. All the lectures published by them 
are grossly inaccurate—filled with mistakes, 
horribly printed, and ou'rageously unjust to 
me, These men are simple literary thieves and 


lie under false pretenses. I take this course to 
warn the public that these publications are 
fraudulent. The only correct copies of my lec- 
‘tures are published by C. P, Farrell. All others 
are published by people who are willing to steal 
from me and defraud the public vender. These 
wretches hav published one lecture under four 
titles. and severai others under two or three. 
3m31 R. G, INGERSOLL. 


All of C. P, Farrell's editions of Col. Inger- 
soil’s works, and none others, are :old at this 
office, . D. M. BENNETT, 


55 Popular Lectures for 25 Cents, 


Twelve Radical Essays, including nine of Mrs. 
Besant’s best, for & quarter, all post-paid by 
mail, 
Send stamp for list of 
SCIENCE and FREETHOUGHT; 


at one-half to nine-tenths discount till Aug. 21st. 
4lso for list of 
CYCLOPEDIAS 
at one-third to two-thirds off publishers’ pric:s, 
: Address A, K. BUTTS, Publisher. 
13 Dey Street, New York. 


SOCIALISM. 


A REPLY TO 
ROSWELL D. HITCHCOGK, D. D. 


BY AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST. 
12mo, 67pp., 25 cts. ; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blames. Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
ceives a huge human misery, but neither s6es 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall. It is against his 
passiveness that '' Socialist" cries out. Is there 
no help forthe miserable? he asks. The doc- 
trine that government should merely “protect,” 
he attacks, and insists that it should " assist,” 
.also, While he does not believe that '' property 
is robbery,” or wholly anbscribe to " the world 
owes me a living," he affirms "the world owes 
me a chance to make a living.” —N, Y, Herald, 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
Davs in Athens. 


Being the Translation of a Greek Mss, dis- 
covered in Herculaneum, 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Containing a copy of the head of Epicurus, 
Price 78 cents, For sale by 


D. M.BENNETT, 
141 8th street. New York. N.Y. 


JUST PUBLISHED! 
A New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY, 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 


, Graduate of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College 
; and the New York Phrenological 
Institute. : 


| This work is intended both as-a chart for the 
! use of rhrenologists and a text-book for stu- 
dents of phrenology. As a chart it will be 
found fuller and more complete than any other 


| work of its size on this subject. It contains in 
; addition to the ‘Table of Developments," one 
‘of “Adaptation to Different Pursuits,” and one 
of ‘Conjugal Adaptation.” These tables being 
perfectly easy to understand, are calculated to 
render the work at once both interesting and 
useful. The work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
i Junctions, health, ete., and all the faculties and 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
: of development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvement, Its explanation 
of the principles of phrenology, ete., and its 
other important remarks wili be found well 
adapted to the needs of students and others 
who may desire to aequire'an elementary knowl- 
edge of phrenology with as little outlay of time 
and labor as possible. In short, thig work will 
be found well adapted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and phrenological examiners, 

The work contains 105 pages, with an excellent 
map of the head, showing the locations of all 
the faculties, and is handsomely printed and 
bound. Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth. 75 cents. 

ddress D. M, BENNETT, 


141 Eighth 8t., N. Y. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 


DR. FOOTHS HEALIH MONTHLY 
Bor fnerat i M for the AMERIOAN ILLUSTRAT- 
REEN I FOOEET IOTIONARY, con- 

ONE DOLLAR wil pay for DR. FOOTE'S 


a : HEALTH MONTHLY 
or one Year and for al e = 
containing the Complete Wo SES of RE eT 
Do not forget to send 25 cents ro pay oos nga or 
86 cents if you want it registered, Address 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING 00., 
129 E. 238th at.. New York olty, 


pirates, and are obtaining money from the pub- : 


The Gods and Religions 
. Ancient and Modern Times, 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes. 
WRITTEN IN PRISON, 


‘By D. M. BENNETT. 


Volume I, treats principally on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume If. givsafull 
‘description of the Religions of Ancient and 
; Modern Times. An interesting and instruc- 
‘tive work. Incloth, $3 per vol, the two vol- 
umes for $5, In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
vol., or $7 for the two volumes, In Morocco | 
and Gilt Edges, $4.50 per vol., or $8 for the 
two volumes. Sent free of postage. 


MACHINERY. 


Hand, Foot, and Power Presses, Die work 
of all kinds, Perforating Dies 
& specialty, 
| E, B. STIMPSON, 31 Spruce St., N. Y. 


. tangi. 


| CHRONIC DISEASES, 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leading 

of 


to them are plainly treated by that plaines 
books, PLAIN HOME TALK, EMBRACING 
IOÀL COMMON BENSE — neariy 1.000 


pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E. B. FOOTE, 
| of 120 Lexington Ave. New York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 

n its issue for January 19,1878. Mr. Bennett’s 

` TRUTH SEEKER thus speaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: '" We know him (Dr. 
i Foote) personally and intimately, and we say. 
! with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is à man ofthe highest incentives and 
i motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
| ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
j such information as is well calculated to ena. 
i ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women, 
His medical works possess the highest value, 
and nav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 
great benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
has so ably imparted, 

Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE, Price of the new Popular Edi- 

: tion, by mail, postage propald, only $1:50. Oon- 
tente table free, AGENTS WANTED. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

120 Kast 98th Street New York. 


| DR. KINGET'$ NEW BOOK, 


“MEDICAL 800] SENSE" 


p- 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 


—EMBRBAOING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI: 


CAL MARBIAGE. 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2, It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases. It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, s: xual relation. 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicats 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 

| from asking. Any person sending $1.50 before 


the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free, Contents table 
‘gent free for stamp. 


DR. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Liberal friends and patients throughout 
the United States. and Canadas that he is, as 
usual, treating 


ALL OHRONIO DISEASES, 


and positively curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced incurable, Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr, K, is meeting with re- 
markable success in curing obstinate cases of 
Svermatorrhcea, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes, Epilepsy, 
Paralysis. Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Oatarrh, 
Asthma. Bronchitis, Consumption, Dysentery, 
idneys, Bladder, 
enital Organs, and all diseases of women 

Address 

T, R. KINGET. M. D., 
817 East 14th Bt., New York. 
Questions for Invalids free. 


ca Diseases of the Skin 
Consultation Free, 


Six Lectures on Astronomy, 


By Pror. RICHARD A, PRooToR, 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 

| this city, in the winter of 1876-6, and were re 

ported honographically pxpressly for THE 

BRUTH SEEKER by Miss M. S, Gontcharoff, This 

is the most popular course of Lectures ever de- 

livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents, 


: The titles of the Lectures are: 


Growth of Worlds 

Life and Death of Worlds. 

Other Worlds than Ours, 

Other Suns than Ours, 

The Great Mysteries of the Universa. 
VL Religion and Astronomy, 


D. M. BENNETT. 141 Elzhth et, R. Y 


THE 


OLERGYMAN'S VICTIMS. 


A Radical Romance. 
Ede 
MRS. J. E. BALL. 


This pamphlet of over 100 pages isa pleasing 
animated, domestic story, presenting Liberal 
thought in an agreeable manner, and will be 
read by thousands where heavier, drier, and 
more philosophical and metaphysical works 
are not preferred. It ig a good story to lend 


* Obriatian neighbors to read, Price, 95 canta, 


; ean be applied to ail 


Wanted, 


To sella patent right. An improvement on 
Sewing Machines, A Reacting H'eetrie Sandal, 

Heaith and Life-Preserving Invention, which 
Sewing Machines without 
any change in the machines. An entire pre- 
vention of the suffering and death caused from 
operating sowink machines, 

pply to the patentee 
DR. VON CORT 


. OQ, A. ‘CORT, 
THERAPEUTIO HEALTH INST:TUTE, 


6'25 168:h street, near 3d avanus, N, Y. City. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


| A NOVEL. 
Ey FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of tbe East,” ‘Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
gravhic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette, 

Power, eloquence, and originality character- 
ize " Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels,—Zilustrated Lon- 
dou News, 


An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such ag 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed - 
to own, It is really an artistic composition, 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas,— Westminster Review, 

D, M. BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Kiehrh Ar. N.Y 


An Occult Mystery. 
WHO CAN SOLVE IT? 


A new phenomenal means of curing the sick. 
Safe, reliable, astonishing, successful, available 
everywhere, Address , 

o M. MOSELEY. 


DR. J. 
14180uth 8 h 8t., Brookiyn, N, Y, 


THYSELF! 


13'27 

m HE untold miseries that ro- 
Me ACN sult from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medicat work nub- 
lished bv the PEABODY MED- 
» ICAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
j/utitled The Science of Life; 
filer Mid or, Self Preservation. Ex. 
austed vitality, nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by theorrors of youth or too 
close application to business, may be restored 

and manhood regained. 

Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. __It is a standard medical Work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains benuti- 
ful and very expensive eneravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is wort 
ten times the price ofthebook, Bound in Frenc. 
cloth : price oniy $1, sent by mail post-paid, 

The London Lancet says: “No person should 
be without this valuable book. Tho author isa 
noble benefactor.’ 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage, 

The author refers by permission to Hon. 
P. A. BISSELL, M.D., President of the Naion- 


dress Dr. W. H. PAR- 
KER, No.4Bulfinch street, 
eases requiring skill and ex- 
perience, : THYSELF 
THEOLOGY. 
Translated from the French by Miss Ellen 
Carroll. The first time ever published in Eng- 
tions of theolo; ical and ecclesiastical subjects, 
terms, and dogmas. There is nothing in the 


al Medical Association. 
Boston, Mass, The author HEAL 
may be consulted on all dis- 
BY 

VOLTAIRE. 
lish. The pamphlet contains nearly 500 of Vol- 
taire's sharp, terse, sarcastic, scathing defini- 
world like it, Everybodv ought to hav a copy. 
130 pages, Price. only 25 cents. : 


AN OUTLINE 
OF THE 
FRENGH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 


RESULTS. 


BY W. S, BELL. 


Thereis probably no period of history in the 
world moreinteresting or moreimportant than 
the French Revolution in the last centu: y. and 
Mr, Bell has traced it ably and in an interesting 
manner, Every one who reads it will be nleased 
with it. Price, 45 cente, Send to this office, 


THE 
JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
PROF. W. F. JAMIESON, 


Of Chicago, Ill., and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 
DE Kentucky, 


Held in Kirkeville, Mo., during nine evenings 
—Mav 20-29, 1870. Synopsis report—official, 
This book of 220 pages givs an interesting pres- 
entailon of the theological questions which 
divide Obristians and Liberals. Ths Rev. 
Di'zler is regarded as an able defender of his 
favorit Christian doctrines, but it will undoubt- 
edly be admitted by the reader that Prof. W, F, 
Jamieson fully met all be had to offer. Obris- 
tian readers will take more kindly to a work of 
tbis kind, giving both sides an equally fair 
chance. than td books on our side only. 

J rice. in paperscovers 50 cents: weil bound, 

CANTA 


THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


A collection of songs by Whittier. Longfellow, 
Bryant. Tennyson, and others, set to familiar 
tunes. Designed for Liberal League: ani other 
meetings. and in Liberal homes, Comviledand 
edited by Eliza Boardman Burnz, Price, hait 
bound and on beavy pper, 25 cents : one hun- 
dred copies, $15.00; fifty, $8.00: twenty-five 
$5.00. aper covers, 15 cents; on: hundre 
copies. $10.00; fitry, $5.00; twenty-five cop!es, 
$3,00 Two cents per copy addi'lona] must be 
sent to prepay postage on all wholesale orders, 
Address all orders to D. M. BENNETT, 


1 
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"The Real Issue. 
| " | 


M OSES H U LL. | 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes it is just the thing. 
Contains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
a scientifc money. . 

The Commoner says : 

"Nothing has been written which will do as 
kood, Work as this, Itis worth its weight in 
gold. 1 

Price 10 cents. Sold by D. M. BENNETT, 

141 Eighth st., New York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Ohronie Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice. It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING OO. 

199 Eoat arth Street. N. Y. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
i out Comment., 
. Revised and Enlarged Edition. 
72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth 8t., N. Y. 
K The Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 


WHAT IS MONEY ?|NEW 


. A DEBATE 


BETWEEN 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form, Price 3 cents, For sale at 
this office. 


Issues of the Age.|.: 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
&nd side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., - 


price, $1.00, 

Everything that we now deém of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at & future period stand as 
precedents,— Tacitus. 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.—N. 
Y. Graphic. |^ : 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced,—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 


BOOKS ON SALE. 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Trath Seeker:” 


Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER, 

12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts, 

This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 


aracter of the origin of tne religion of 
ehrist. i 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Thelogy, Ec 


BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefiy intended to 


uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 


Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc. 


‘company with many of the finer spirits of the BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 


lishes and sells an imperfect, disordered, and, age, until his mind has become imbued with 
mangled edition, with all the typographical’ the fragrance of their thought. He has excel- 


errors of the edition of 1860, from Which it was , 
pirated by the late 8. S. Jones, 


~, 


hi 
VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
. Dhysician, and the most successful, as his 
i praetice will prove. 
| Oures all forms of Private, Chronie, and 
Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of seif abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years. and 
other causes, producing some of the fol- 
lowing . effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
slong (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
Right, efootivo memory, Physieal Decay, 
Pimp es on Face, Aversion to Society of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
` er, ete., otc.. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
eured by an External Application, which is the 
Doetor's latest and greatest medical discovery. 
and which he has 80 far prescribed for this 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
ad been in the Insane asylums. many had 
alling Sigkness—Fits; others upon the verge 
of consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Xooliah and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 
| Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
gated from the system. Gonorrhaa, Glest, 
tricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured. All diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uleri, Leucorrhoa, 
ete., treated with equal success, 

DR. R. P. Fknrnows has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given up by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the sid of Dr. Fellows’ yal- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill, There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high. position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr, Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of th» complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of, his profession. 

PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 
Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhcea, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magistiate, which 
14 positivo and convincing testimony to the 
Doetor's great skill. 

Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Encelose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 


[From the Western Reformer.] 


“DR. R., P. FELLOWS 
is a highly educated and seientitie physician. 
He has an original system of practice, and is 
erfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hav 
feard many flattering reports of his successful 
anran of digenaen ineidant to humanity.” 


| THE 
Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
l AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
. Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
for Women. 

Read before the New York Liberal Club, 

| March 20 and 27, 1874. 
: Oloth: price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M, BENNETT. 141 Eighth Stu N, Y, 


lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as 


: pirationg.—XN. Y. Tribune. : 


THE ESSENCE OP RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 
Author of" The Essence of Ohristianity," eto 
Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance. | 


Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
{immorality of our age!—ZEzíract. 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
It is the best on the subject, 


TRUTH S£EKEBR. 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 


tra 
of the teaching of the Bible. 
e 10 cents. , M. BENNETT, 
Price 10cents.  pighth Strost N. Y. Olty. 


JUST OUT! 
Another Extraordinary Book! 
Sixteen Saviors or None; 


OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
eal Gun. 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jouw T. PERRY'S '' Bix- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 
&nd twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cineinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars ot the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isareview of Kersey Graves'" Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Ohristianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Court," in which he ex- 
&mines all of Mr. Perry's witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
Selves, put condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This teature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr, Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn “ state's ovi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr, Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dores illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, "A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry. and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either." 
In the two works will be found the ablest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
Work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 


For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 
THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 


.of HUMANITY, Justout, By 


GOURTLANDT PALMER. 
Price, 35 cents, , 


edy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


e 
Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Wand Work, 
A concise account of the Christian religion, 


and all the Drominent religions beforé and 
since Ohristianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50, 


LOVE VENTURES. 


A rose tinted record of love in thea tropics, 
with strange and startling adventures’ thereto 
belonging. Price, 50 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . , $1.00. 


Positivist Primer: 


Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 


BY C. G. DAVID. 
Price, 75 cents. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A critical study, By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12mo, 327 pp. $2.00, 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp, . . $1.75, 


CHRIST OF PAUL, 
BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and areeds which untedated 
formation of the Ohristian church. me 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting, 

BY A. R. COOPER. 
12mo. 48 pp; paper, 20 cts.; flexible cloth, 35 cts, 
THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 

NAZARETH, 


BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabhi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. . 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris- 
tianity s 
This is & very valuable and concise 
Btates in plain and unmistakable AED AMO TN 


reasons why Ohristianity is & failure. Price, 50 
cents. : 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
OTHER PAPERS, 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
‘and the State Personality Idea, 


BY JOSEPH E, PECK. 
Paper, 13mo, Q5 pages; price, 25 cents. 


The Rights ot Man. By Tuomas 
Parne. Written in defense of his fellow- 
man. A work almost without a peer in the 
world. Large type. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 
80 cents. : À 

Life of Thomas Paine. By CALvIN 
BLANCHARD. 12mo. Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

The Heathens of the Heath. By 
Wma. McDOoNNELL, author of Exeter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
$1.50. 

Career of Religious Ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science, 
By Hupson TUTTLE, Au able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world, 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. . 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M. - 
Benner, Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages, The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $1.00. 

The Humphrey-Bennett Discus- 
Sion. A debate between Rev. G, H. HUM- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
Bennett, Editor of ** The Truth Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3. Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cloth (550° 
pp.) $1.00. ‘ \ 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Prot. O. A. Bunazss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian University at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Ont, commencing June 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke, Firsr PROPO- 
BRITION: ‘The Christian Religion, ss set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin." Burgess in the affirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. SECOND 
Propostrion: ‘‘'The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin.” Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the neg- 
ative, 129mo. 188 pp. Price, papcr,. 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. Q 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundatic Contrasted with iis 
Superstructure. By W. R. GnxG, au- 
thor of * Enigmas of Life," ‘‘ Literary and 
Social Judgments,” etc. F, W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the '' Fortnightly. 
Review,” says: ‘‘ Some twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most 
eminent men of science asked, ‘ Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg’s Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present _ 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr, 
Greg, coming later, had the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on all 
sides; to it one may most_confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally to 
so thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument-occupying* precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable.” 

One volume, crown octavo, wits com- 
plete index. The London edition soid for 
$9. Price of Aunerican editioa, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples De- 
baie, Between B. F. UnperRwecp, at 
Boston, and the Rev. JORN Mauruxs, cf 
Toronto, Ont. Held at Napanee, Ont., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
Finsr: “That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are lllogical and coa- 
trary o Reason.”  SxcoNp: ‘The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond all oiher books its divine 
origin," Marples affirms; Underwood de- 


nies, Reported in fu'l, and revised by the 
debaters. 111 pp. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
60 cents. 


interrogatories to Jehovah, By 
D. M. BENNETT. A series of close questions 
upon a great variety of subjects, irom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, tie 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embraced by the 
Church. With a full-length portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Answer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturally-lc- 
vealed, Infaliibly-Inspired, and Miraculousty- 
Aitested Religion in the World? By E. E. 
Gurip, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author. ln four parts, 
Paper, 30 cents ; cioth, 50 cents. 

Truth Seeker Leailets, ot two pages 
each. ‘Thirty-two in umber; 4 cents per 
dozen; 8 cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
ured; $2.00 per thousand. : 

Adventuresof Elder Triptolemus 
Tub. Comprises important and Starting 
disclosures concerning hell, its magnitude, 
morals, employments, climate, etc. By 
Rev. GEogGE Rocers. A rich, interesting 
little work, Paper, 15 cents. 
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Gems of Thought. 


The Tth Seeker, Jnly 31, 1880. 


Odds and Ends. 


LicHT cares speak; great ones are dumb. 


_ ONE seldom fails when he knows his own 
powers. 


Tu rays of happiness, like those of light, are 
colorless when unbroken, 


Tre heart is & book which we ought notto tear 
in a hurry to get at its contents, 


Tr rich, be not too joyful in having, too solici- 
tous in keeping, too sorrowful in losing. 


Goon thoughts, like the leaves, giv out a sweet 
smell if laid up In the jar of memory. 


` No INDULGENCE of passion destroys the spir- 
itual nature so much as respectable selfish- 
ness. 


^ Human life defined by a line is as uncomfort- 
able as would be the human figure defined by a 
'* wire, ` 


WE cannot well afford not to see the geese go 
over & single spring. and so commence our 
year regularly.—~Thoreau, ` 


Tur object of all ambition should be to be 
happy at home, If weare not happy there we 
eannot be happy elsewhere. 


TEARS are the gift which love bestows upon 
the memory of the absent, and they will avail 
to keep the heart from suffocation. 


. NEVER be too presumptuous. Ponder over 
tbis observation; the reason so many people 
upset and sink in the stream of life is because 
they put up more sall than they ean earry. 


Tue beginzing of hardships is like the first 
taste of bitter food—it seems for a moment un- 
bearable; yet, if there is nothing else to satisfy 
your hunger, we take another bite, and find it 
possible to go on, : 


CoNTENTMENT produces, in some measure, all 
those effects which the alchemist usually 
ascribes to what he calls the philosopher's 
stone, and if it does not bring riches it does the 
same thing by banishing the desire for them.— 
Addison, ] 


IT is a little thing to speak a phrase 

Of common comfort, which, by daily use, 

Has almost lost its sense; yet on the ear 

Of him who thought to die unmourned ‘twill 
fall 

Like choicest music, fill the glazing aye 

With gentle tears, relax the knotted hand 

To know the bonds of fellowship again. 

—Talfourd, 


A MURMURED breath that leaves no visioned 
trace, 

A wave of sound that floats and flies in space; 

Yet precious souls are sometimes won for 
heaven 

By low-and tender words that earth has given, 

If we may do some little good below 

By little words whose worth we do not know, 

How glad our hearts will be at last to say 

We always spoke kind words along iife's way! 


THE government of the United States bas no 
religion. It is not ir-religlous, but nom relig. 
ious. Theists, Atheists, Jews. Christians, Mo- 
hamrmedans, and pagans are equal before the 
Constitution and the ballot-box, During the 
Black Friday of Know-nothingism, twenty odd 
years ago, an attempt was made to institute a 
religious test of citizenship, but it fallea so sig 
nally that it will scarcely be repeated,—JZon». G, 
W. Julian, 


Tt is easy to talk largely of the abstract dig- 
nity of humanity, and to take Socrates or Shak- 
spere for &type of it, One can understand some. 
thing of spirits such as theirs continuing, be- 
cause we see they do continue; but really, with 
the mass of us, one would think the mos! 
reasonable, as wellas the kindest, thing whicb 
could be done would be to put us out. The 
stars want no snuffing, but I fear, if we-are all 
to be kept burning, whoever has the trimming 
of us will hav work enough. Not being good 
enough for heaven, nor bad enough for the 
otber place, we oscillate in the temperate inertia 
of folly, answering no end whatever, elther of 
god or devil; surely one would think we should 
be put out,—Froude’s " Nemesis of Fate.” 


: TRE mejority of people do not hav any opin- 
lons. They hav simply notions, impressions. 
sentiments, feelings; they hav prejudices, a 
desire to see this thing prevail, or that. But 
how many men are there that, concerning any 
great problems of the world. hav earned the 
right to say that they hav an opinion? How 
many men are there that hav studied the ques- 
tion, that hav weighed opposing claims and 
probabilities and testimony, so that their opin- 
jon is worth the breath it takes to utter it? 
There are thousands of people who are like 
looking-glasses ; they hav a shadow of whatever 
happens to be standing before them. They hav 
an Opinion so long as they are talking with 
some positiv person who believes something, 
but let that person go away, and it is ready for 
another track,—Savage, 


ALL we see is the result of fixed laws or prin- 
ciples, but these Jaws are not the work ofa de- 
signing creator; they are part and portion of 
the matter itself, and the adaptivness of one 
thing to another is only a natural result of 
cause and effect, It is Theists who would pro 
duce chance and blind forces, If godism were 
true then one might see how designs were pos- 
sible. Fortrees could then grow with the roota 
in the air and leaves in the soil, and men walk 
on their heads, and birds swim in the water as 
fish do, AN the fixed laws of nature could be 
e ntroverted, and miracle, chaos, and disorder 
reign where now all is harmony, beauty, and 
adaptivness, Go down deeper, and find the bed 
rock of Atheism, and thou wilt see that ite 
foundations are as frm and immovable as are 
the eterna] verities of the universe.— Zimína D. 
Slenker. 


OnEtouch of humor makes the’ whole world 
grin, ' 


. Iris & mean temperature that don’t senda 
fresh breeze. 


Reores for making your owu eye water.—Stick 
your own finger in it. 


A MAN is like an egg. You can’t tell whether 
or not he is good until he is broke. 


"' THAT puts a different face on it,” as the boy 
said when the ball struck tne clock dial. 


"'TuEkREIÓS a woman at the bottom of it," as 
the man said when his wifə fell into the well. 


SUNDAY-sCHOOL teacher: “ Annie, what must 
we do to be forgiven?” Annie: '" We mustsin,” 


“PaTRIcK, where's Bridget?”  '" Indade, 
ma/’am,she’s fost asleep watching the bread bak- 
ing.” : 

Doxrsrro Bliss—Kissing the maid of all 
work, Domestic Blister—When a man’s wife 
surprises him in the act. 


WHEN girls are young they like half a dozen 
birthdays & year; but as they grow old they 
don’t care to hav even one, 


A FAMILIAR instance of color blindness is that 
of a man taking a brown silk umbrella and 
leaving a gingham own in its place. 


THE young housewite: '" What miserable Jit- 
-le eggs again! You really must tell them, 
Jane, to let the hen set on them a little longer.” 


THe amount of money now in the United 
States is estimated at $1,104.000,000. When we 
look at our pocketbook we can hardly believe 
there is half so much. 


BioxcnE spokes are made almost as thin as 
pipestems, so that the average rider can dis- 
tinguish them from his legs, It would be 
dangerous to get them mixed up. ' 


" Do not marry a widower,” said an old lady; 
“a ready-made family is like a plate of cold 
potatoes.” " Oh, i'll soon warm them over,” 
replied the damsel; and she did. 


A FAMILY of young ladies who reside in this 
plaee are so constantly in the habit of entertain- 
ing their company on the front stoop that they 
nv gained the title of step-sisters. 


AN Illinois girl with a breach-of-promis suit 
testified that it was the usual thing for girls to 
show their love-letterg to fifteen or twenty other 
girls in order to make them jealous, 


JOHNNY says his mother makes a great cry 
it his little sister goes without her shade har, 
She don’t want her to get freckled, but doesn’t 
«eem to care a bit how much his father tans 
him. ` 


“Tom,” said a girl to har sweetheart, ** you 
hav been paying your distresses to me long 
enough, It is time you made known your con- 
entions, 80 as uot to keep me in expense any 
longer," 


LiIGHT-MINDED young thing in a bathing-suit: 
“Surely, Aunt Margaret, you're not going to 
wear your spectacles in the water?" Aunt M.; 
‘Indeed, I a, Nothing shall induce me to 
take off another thing." 


"IT looks like the scene of a great battle," re- 
marked a traveler, viewing the work of a recent 
cyclone at the West, "'Yes," said the nativ, 
solemnly, and without removing his pipe, '' the 
place was tuk by storm." 


IT is said that the deepest gorge in the world 
has been discovered in Colorado. We always 
had the impression that the biggest gorgein 
this country might be witnessed at the railway 
atation where the train stops " five minutes for 
dinner,” 


WHEN a man fails to laugh at one of the king 
of Burmah’s jokes he is knocked down and 
traveled over and strewed about. And it's a 
great blessing that the king's jokes are always 
30 funny that nobody ever seems able to help 
laughing at them, 


Hz appeared to be almost gone. Rolling his 
eyes toward the partner of his bosom, he 
gasped,” Bury me ‘neath the weeping willow, 
and plant a single white rose above my head.” 
"Oh, it’s no use.” she snapped out, " your nose 
would scorch the roots," He got well, 


"You made a fool of me," said an irritated 
man to his wife, “and that’s the way you got 
me to marry you,” "My love,” sweetly re- 
sponded the wife, "you do yourself aninjustice. 
Call yourself a fool if you please, but remember 
that you are in all respects a seli-made man.” 


A GENTLEMAN took his little girl Julia toa 
barber-shop one day to hav her hair cut, The 
barber was a colored individual. The little girl 
was very quiet, and did not speak. On getting 
outside the door, she drew a long breath, and 
said,’‘ Papa, I would not like to hav inks (ink) 
all over my face.” 


A DUTCHMAN was relating his marvelous es- 
cape from drowning when thirteen of hls com- 
panions were lost by the upsetting of a boat, 
and he alone was saved. "And how did you 
escape their fate?” asked one of the hearers, 
“I tid not co in te tam pote,” was the Dutch- 
man’s placid answer. 


A TENDER young votato-bug 
Sat swinging on a vine, 

And sighed unto a maiden bug, 
“I pray you will be mine.” 


Then softly spake the maiden bug, 
“I love you fond and true, . 
But oh, my cruel-hearted Par 
Won't let me marry you,” 


With scorn upon his buggy brow, 
With glances cold and keen, 

That haughty lover answered her, 
“I think your Par-is-green,” 


.133. Tne Authority of the Bible. 


Ne, Revised List. Cts 


1, Discussion nn Prayer. D. M. Bennett and 
two Cix gymen, 
7. The Story or Ursation, Bennett, 
8. The Old Snake Stery. 4 
9. The Story of the Flood. : 
io. The Plagues of Egypt. 
11. Korah, Datham, and Abiram, 
12, Balaam and his Ass, 
13, Arraignment of Priesteratt. 
14. Old Abe and Little ke. NyDaorss 
ie Sor for Di nemente x 
. Fog Horn Doc f, 
m IM Devil Beil Ahed. : 
18. ped Up Again. 
19. Jonhus Stopping the Sun and Boon, D. 
: . Bennett, is i 
20, Samson and his Exploits. Bennett. 
A. Doe rene ree Hider Shelton, ” 
22, cussion W er Shelton. 
33. Beply to Elder Shelton’s Fourth Letter. 


, M. Bennett, 3 
24, Christians at Work. Wm. McDonnell, 
95, Discussion with Geo. Bnode. Bennett, 
28, Underwood's Prayer. 
31, Honest Questions and Honest AnsWers, 


. . M, Bennett. . 
28, Alessandro di Oagliostro. C. Botheran. 
29. Paine Hall Dedication Address, B. F. 
nderwood. 

80. Woman's Rights & Man's Wrongs. Syphers, 
81. Gods and God-houses, 

32, The Gods of Superstition and the God of 

'erge. 


the Univ . M, Bennett. 
38, What has Ohristianity Done? Preston. 
84, Tribute to Thomas Paine. 

35, Moving the Ark. D. M. Bennett. 

36. Bennett's Prayer to the Devil. 

37, Short Sermon, Rev. Theologicus, D.D, 

38, Ohristianity nota Moral System. X, XY. Z. 


39, The True Saint. B. P. Putnam, 
40. Bible of Nature vs, The Bible of Men, J. 


Syphers. 

41, Our Ecclesiastical Gentry, 

12, Elijah the Tishbite. E 

43, Ohristianity a Borrowed System. 

44, Design Argument Refuted. Underwood, 

45, Elisha the rophet, Bennett, 

16, Did Jesus Really Exist? 

47, Oruelty and Oredulity of the Human Rase, 
Dr, Daniel Arter. 

48, Freethought in the West, G. L. Henderson. 

49, Sensible Qonelusions. E, E, Guild. 

$0, Jonah and the Big Fish. D. M. Bennett. 

$1, Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 1, 

$2, Marples-Underwood Debate, Underwood. 

63, Questions for Bible Worshipers. B. F. 
Underwood. . 

64, An Open Letter to Jesus Christ, Bennett, 

$5, The Bible God Disproved by-Nature, W. 
E. Coleman. 

56, Bible Contradictions. 

57, Jesus Not a Perfect Oharacter. Underwood. 

58. Prophecies. 

59, Bible Prophecies Concerning Babylon, B. 


, Underwood. 
80, Ezoklolig Prophecies Concerning Tyre. B, 


» Underwood. 

61, History of the Devil, Isaac Paden. 

82, The Jews and their God, 

6% The Devils Due-Bills, John Syphers. 

64, The is ne Bncure-thelr Cause and Cure. 
. M, Bennett, 

65. Short Sermon No. 2. Bev. Theologieus, D.D, 

66. God Idea in History. H. B, Brown, 

67. Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets No, 2. 

68, Ruth’s [dea of Heaven and Mine. Susan 


H. Wixon. 
69, Missionaries. Mrs. E. D. Blenker, 
10, Vicarious Atonement. J.8. Lyon. 
71, Paine’s Anniversary. O. A. Oodman. 
12. Shadrach, Meshach. and Abed-nego, D. 


enne 
18. Foundations, John Byphers, 

14, Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett, 
75, An Hour with the Devil. ? 
16, Reply to Erastus F. Brown. D.M. Ben- 


nett, 
77. The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett. 
78, Ohristmas and Ohristianity, D.M.Bennett, 
19. The Relationship of Jesus, Jehovah, and 
the Virgin Mary. , E£, Ooleman. 
0, Address on Paine’s 189th Birthday.Ben- 


nett. 
81, Hereafter,or the Half-way House. John 


Oh: Fee urtes Bennett. : 

82. Buan * "i 

88, Bevivalism Examined, Dr. A. G. Hum- 

ey, 

84, Moody's Sermon on Hell Bev. J.. 
opps, London. : 

85, Matter, Motion, Life and Mind. Bennett, 

86, An: Enquiry about God's Bons, ^" 

87,.Freethought Judged by its Fruits. B, F, 

Underwood. 

88. David, Godi Peculiar Favorite. Mrs, E, 
, Blenker. 

89, Logic of Prayer. Oharles Stephenson. 

90, Biblo-Mania. Otter Oordates, 

91. Our Ideas of God. B. F, Underwood. 

92, The Bible: is it Divinely Inspired? Dr. 


D. Arter. 
93». Obtaining Pardon for Sins, Hudson 


uttle. 

94, The New Raven. Will Cooper. 

95, Jesus Ohrist, D. M. Bennett, 

96, Ichabod Orane Papers,  . 

97, Special Providences. W. 8, Bell. 

98, Snakes.. Mrs, Elmina D. Slenker, 

99. Do the Works 
. ator? Sciocta, 

100, 10th Anniversary of Thomas Paine’s 

Birthday, Bennett e£ als, : 
102, The Old Religion and the New. W. 8, 


Bell, 
108. Doos the Bible Teach us all we Know? 


ennett, : 

104, Evolution of Israel's God, A. L, Rawson, 

105, Decadence of Ohristianity. Oapphro. 

106, Franklin, Washington and Jefferson Un- 
believers. Bennett. $ 

107. The Safe Side. H. B. Brown, 

108. The Holy Biblea Historical Humbug, 
8. H, Preston. 

110, Invocation to the Universe. Bennett 

iii, Reply to Scientific American, ” 

112, Bensible Sermon, Rev. M. J, Savage 

118, Come to Jesus, Bennett 

114. Where was Jesus born? Preston 

115. The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett 

116. The Sunday Question, 

117. Constantine the Great. Preston 

118. The Irrepressible Oonfítct between Ohris- 
tianity and Civilization. Bell 

119. The New Faith. Stoddard 

120. he New age, Bel 

121. Ingersoll’s Review of his Reviewers 

122, The Great Religions of the World. Ben- 
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nett 10 
123, Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll’s Reply to 

the New York Observer 10 
124. Sinful Saints. . Bennett 10 
125. German Liberalism, Clara Neymann 2 
146. Orimes and Cruelties of Christianity, Un- 

derwood 10 


127. Tyndall on Man's Soul Š 
129. Who was Jesus Christ ? Coleman 2 
130. The Ethics of Religion. Clifford b 
131. Paine was Junius. W.H, Burr 3 
132. My Religious Belief. Eti E. Gibeon 1 
Under wood 

134. Talks with tbe Evangeli 

135, Is there a Future Lite? 

136, Torquemada and thejInquisition, Ben- : 


nett 
187. Ohristian Love, Q. L. James a, 
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138. Selence of the Bible, John Jasper 2 
130. Massacre of Bt,Bartholemew; Preston 5 
140. Ástro-Theol^gy ] 2 
141. Infidelity. H W, Beecher 2 
142, Synopsis of All Religions. 0 


E. L, Saxon 13 
1 


143, Obang fVau Ho, Eli Perkins 
144. The Com: tock Laws 10 
145, If you take away wy Religion, what will 
you giv me instead? Martin. 10 
146, Seymour Times’s Prayer 2 
147. Reply to The Index on Comstock Laws 10 
148, When did Paul Liv? Scholasticus 2 
149. Age of Shams ] 


d 8 
150. The Liberty of Printing and Reply, Hurl- 
: ut an akeman ; 10 
161, What is the Bibl? M.W. Ħ. 
152. A Remarkab'a Book. R. W, Douglas 
163. Liberty and Morality. M. D. Conway 
154, Rominiscences of Thomas Paine, David 

ruce 


BOIENTIFIO SERIES. 


1, Hereditary Transmission. Prof Louis 
erg, M.D. : 
9. Evolution; from the Homogeneous to the 
eterogeneous. B. F. Underwood, 
3, Darwinism. B, F, Underwood, 
4, Literature of the Insane, F,R. Marvin, 
5, Hesponsibility of Sex. Mrs. Qhase, MD. 
8. Graduated Atmospheres, J. McCarroll, 
7. Death. Frederic R, Marvin, M.D. : 
8, How do Marsupial Animals Propagate 
their kind? A,B. Bradford, 
9, TheUnseen World, Prof. John Fiske. 
10. TheKvolv‘ion Theory — Huxley’s Three 


ectures. 10 
11. Is America the New World? L.L.Dawson. 8 
12. Evolution Teaches neither Atheism nor 
aterialism, R. 8. Brigham, M.D., 5 
13. Nibble at Mr. Jobn Fiske’s Crumb for 
the Modern Symposium, 7 
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Discount on one dollar’s worth 10 percent off; 
on two dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ 
worth, 40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off, 

As fow oras many of any given kind may be 
ordered as desired. 


WHY DON’T GOD KILL 


THE DEVIL? 


A series of Essays dedicated to tho St, Johns 
(Mich. School Board, 


BY M. BABCOCK. 
Price, 25 cents. Forsale at this office, 


FOUNDATION STONES. 


A Volume of Sermons 
BY GEORGE OHAINEY. 
Handsomely bound in Oloth, Price, $1.00, 


PAMPHLETS: 
Heads and Hearts. . , . . « ots 
Iconoclasm. o e œ e 5 >» CB OB 
Ecclesiastical Lynch-Law.  .. . . 106t8 
all four will be gent post-paid for . . $1,00 
ard Photographs of Mr, Chainey . ' . ` 20 cta 
Cabinet D 40 cts 


Address G, O, SMITH. 


129 Main 8t., Evansville, Ind, 
Your sermons stir me like trumpets. Icono- 
elasm is the best sermon ever delivered in an 
American pulpit.—Robert G. Ingersoll, 


Freethinkers’ Badge Pin. 


3 tbe 
ij world moves," and that "uni- 
Y verBa] mental liberty" is being 
spread over the world, by the 
leaves of learning.” Price of 
single padge, solid gold, package registered, 
und postage paid, $i 60, Olub one dozan or more 
to one address, package registered, and postage 
paid, $1.35 each, One badge free to getter up of 
a club. Remit by P. O. order or registered 
letter. Postage stamps taken for fractional 
parts ofa dollar. Orders filled in the order of 
their application, within three weeks after they 
are received, Badges to behad oniy from the 
patentee, LUOY L, CHUBCHHILL 
West Richfield, Summit Co., Ohio. 
Mention this paper. 


NEWBURYPORT, Mass., May 19, 1879, 
My Dar MaDAM: Your idea of an external 
and visible sign forthe friends of mental lib- 
erty, to exhibit to one another on their persons, 
seems to me very good. In union there is 
Strength, 4. e, courage, A quiet, pretty badge, 
Ruchas you propose, can eercainly do no harm. 
I should like to wear one. But it must be pleas- 
ing; for part of our mission is to promote 
beauty everywhereandin all things, To make 
the world beautiful, and the human life in it 
beautitul,are the vast results of liberty. We 
must do nothing ugly, think nothing ugly, feel 
nothing ugly, wear nothing ug!y. 
Very truly yours. JAMES PARTON, 
Newsoryporr, Mags, April 29, 1880. 
Dran Madam: I hav received the beautiful 
badge. Accept my thanks 
Very truly yours, 


JAMES PARTON, 
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{ SCIENCE HAUL, 141 Sth St., 


WEAR BROADWAY. 


} $3 per Year. 


A PECULATING Pastor.—Rev. Charles Alfred 
| Wilson, a Methodist preacher. of New Balti- 
more, Ohio, was arrested recently on the charge 
of larceny preferred by a half-sister; Mrs. Phil- 


Moopy is now at Northfield, Mass., enjoying | lips, of 31 Rust street; Pittsbur&b: Pa., who in: 


rest on his farm. In the fall he is to Jabor with 


the pelitiolans and other sinners of Washing- 
tom, D. O, i 


A OonsERVATIVE clergyman in England has 
chosen to omit the prayer for Parliament since 
the election, on the ground that ''suca alot” 
are not worth praying for. 


SPuRGHON’S vast congregation, generally 
numbering between six and seven thousand 
people, join in singing hymns without any in» 
strumental accompaniment. ` 


THE crop of doctorates among the clergymen 
during the past commencement season was 
large. Eighty ministers received " D.D.,” forty- 
six ‘LLD-” and twenty "Ph. D” 


Tae Rav. Mc. Ohainey, & Unitarian pastor at 
Evansville, Indiana, declared his disbelief in a 
God, and was promptly expelled from the 
church, This he had expected; but now he has 
algo suffered expulsion from his Masonic 

Qd&e. 


A rew city churches whose pastors are ab- 
sent, and whoss treasuries are not ove: flowing 
with wealth, economize by holding prayer. 
meetings instead of having preaching. In most 
cases these prayer meetings are sparsely at- 
tended. 

THE Rov. Ira O, Billman preached a kind of 
farewell sermon at Jackson. Mich., and his 
congregation did not at the time know what he 
meant by it, He deserted his wife to elope with 
another woman nex; day, and then his mean- 
ing was clear. 


THE Mowbray Nitro-Glycerina Works at 
North Adams, Mass., hav been blown up three 
times. Of the teu successiv superintendents, 
eight hav been killed by explosions, one is 
blind, and the other is now in charga. The ut- 
most care is maintained ia the establishment 
but danger is unavoidable. 


Tas Rov. Charles A. B. Wilson has met wlth a 
disaster at the outset of his ministry, He went 
to Baltimore to be ordained a clergyman of the 
African Methodist church, returned to Alle. 
gheny to take charge of a church, and within a 
week was arrested for stealing a wetch. He 
fears that his pulpit usefulness is destroyed. 


A CHINAMAN was three days without food in a 
Qalifornia wilderness. When found he said he 
had been abundantly fed by strange beings.who 
supplied all sorts of delicacies. His imagina- 
tion had been affected by hunger, as is fre- 
quently the case; but his countrymen believe 
that he has been in the hands of devils, and 
they are putting him through a purifying 
course of ceremonies. 


Tur congregation and Sunday-school of Cal- 
vary Ohapel at Riverside, N. J., were evicted a 
few days ago, and their pulpit, pews, and fur- 
niture were placed in the road, for a debt of 
$57 50 Owed by them to the church of the Holy 
Oommunion. One of the wardens gaid that the 
eviction Was not so much for the debt as be- 
cause the members of Calvary associated with 
the members of other churches in religious 
work, which the high church people objected to. 


Most of the pastors of fashionable churches 
are out of town, and more than half of the 
churches which rank in this class are closed, 
The pulpis of those which remain open are 
supplied by clergymen from the country, most 
of whom are friends or relative of the absent 
pastors. This is a pleasant thing for the coun- 
try brethren, as it givs them a chance to stand 
before a city congregation, and to put in their 
pockets thy fee which it is customary to pay 
for such a service, 


Fusco, a voleano of Guatemala, which in 
times: past has been activ and dastructiv, has 
again burat into eruptiv energy, Suddenly one 
night, and without the usual vremonitory 
rumblings, it shot a huge pillar of flame several 
hundred feet into the air. Vesuvius. not long 

` ago, began one of its frequent exhibitions of 
molten ava. Observers of natural phenomena 
may be inclined to couple these eruptions with 
the recent earthquakes in the Phillipine Islands 
by wnieh upward of 300 livas were lost, and 
with other glighter simultaneous earthshak- 
ings, not forgetting the little ones in New 
Hempnhire, BE 12) dii 


sists that thé gentleman appropriated a watch 
and ring belonging to herself. Two pawn tick- 
ets were found in his possescion, one of them 
calling for a watch which answ-rs the deggtip- 
tion of the one stolen frem & mall natied Mills, 
of Salem, Ohio, tWo weeks ago; 


| are, therefore. reluctantly compelled to belleva 


AnD another thing, Gen. Hancock always puts 
out a kerosene lamp by blowing down the 
chimney. Now we ask—ln all candor—can the 
American people afford to-take the changes of 
a president who is Hable aly night to blow 
himself ip with a kerosene lamp? The act 
would be utterly destructiv of presidential dig- 
nity; it would lower usin the esteem of other 
nations, to say nothing of the entire forfeiture 
.of the insurance. Citizens of the republic, you 
are warned.—Burlitgto% Hawkeye, 


Tiit Rev. George T. McClelland went from 
Pittsburgh to Reynoldsville, Pa., to conduct a 
revival meeting in a Presbyterian churck. He 
was quartered in Elder Kelso’s house. The 
neighbors heard the noise of a fight in the 
building, and presently the clergyman was 
chased out by the elder, who kicked hir vio- 
lently at every step. Mr. MoClelland subse- 
quently said: " Mrs. Kelso invited me to kiss 
her, and I did so. Tüen her husband assailed 
me. I wish now that I hadn't kissed her,” 


Tur Telegram is teally becoming an oüt 
spoken Infidel paper, that is, so far as the Zele- 
gram can be outspoken on any subjact. Yester- 
day it published an editorial advising every 
one to take a pledge to totally abstain from re- 
ligion. and used a headline respecting Tanner 
which describes him as " ahead of all authentic 
records.” We call to mind areserd of a fast 
for forty days and forty nights, while Tanner 
had not then covered thirty days. Is it possible 
that. the Zelegram intends to characterize that 
record as unauthentic?—Truth, 


A very inteligent lady remarked that she sel» 
dom rote a letter becaus she did not no how to 
spel. Tharear menny thousands of such per- 
sons to whom fonetic speling would bring im- 
mediate relief. All thay hav to do is to hed a 
letter " Speling Reform,” or something of the 
aort, and then spel In the most convenient way, 
It wil make no difference whether thay spel 
like anybody else or not; for we hav not yet 
reecht the stage when eny two speling reform- 
ers can spel exactly alike. No matter if it does 
look strange ; it cannot be worse than the old 
speling.—Flowshare. 


In an interview with a reporter, Ex-Senator 
Simon Cameron declares that if General Han- 
cock is elected there will be an end to all the 
Indian war swindies. "This, coming from a 
man who has always been prominent in Repub- 
lican councils, and who may reasonably be 
supposed to reflect not only the sentiment of a 
large proportion of the Republicans of Penn- 
sylvania, but the opinions of his son, the pres- 
eat senator, is at least significant. Itis worth 
the consideration of the people of the United 
States that so old and experienced a statesman 
as Mr. Cameron makes so important a predic- 
tion. If we could get rid of our Indian wars 
once for all, bread and butter would be cheaper 
—to begin with. 


IN his work, "The N»w Parliament," just 
issued, Mr. Saunders classifles the members 
as follows: Merchants, manufacturers, mine 
owners, ete, 199; ship owners, 20; lawyers, 128; 
army, $2; navy, 4; diplomatists, 8: chairman 
railway companies, 11; journaliste, 15; civil and 
agricultural engineers, 10; bankeis, 16; tenant 
farmers.5; university professors, 3; brewers 
and wine merchants, 13; laborers, 2; member 
Royal Academy (Scotland), 1; medicai profes- 
sors, 5; civil and military tutor, 1; Presbyterian 
minister, 1; ex-dissenting minister. 1; ex- 
clergymen Established church, 2; country 
Equiree, magistrates, deputy lieutenants, sons 
of peers, baronets, ete., 125. 


A cit) zen of Orangebury.8. O., fell dead while 
engaged in prayer ata religious meeting there 
last month. Whata fearful judgment for his 
impious presumption in attempting to dictate 
to the Almighty, and while so doing surround- 
ing himself with others bent inthe same un- 
holy purpose! What a striking condemnation 


"et praversmoatings! Osy tlead: the Corm. 


cial Advertiser, which has almost reached its 
centennial Yéar, attributes the sudden death to 
the extreme heat, which, it says, probably 
caused a stroke of apoplexy- We cannot credit 
thie theory, We hay teo often heard our thao- 
logical friends discués suddëñ deaths in thea- 
ters and such places, and they always attributed 
them to Providential judgements upon the vil- 
tim forthe sin he was committing in being in 
stith plades. İf theologians don’t understand 
this thing, who cav? It is their businéss. We 


that in this sad event the Almighty intended to 
stamp prayer and prayer-meetiogs with bis 
disapproval in the most solemn form known to 
hii —Tritth, 

SprzAEING of Goi. Íngeráoil, the Washington 
Republic says: " He keeps away from thé tär- 
rooms; he givs liberally to all good works. 
whether Catholic, Methodist, Baptist. or what 
not; his word is tiken by everybody who ever 
hed dealings with him, and nobody who has 
ever known bim would ds for his bond, Hia 
house is an ideal Liberty Hall. He has ito rules 
ior himself or his family. They all do as they 
please." Ha has no time for going to bed or get- 
ting up. He sleeps when he is sleepy, eats 
when he is hungry, and rests when he te tired, 
A "regular life? he knows nothing about. 
Bvery member of his family does exactly as 
she pleases. He is hevor Without company. 
His family consists of his wife, "8 women 
without superstition,” and two daughters, fiva, 
aged sixteen, and Maud, aged fifteen. He says 
his children never did a wrong in their lives, 
aiid they lever had a seeret from their parente. 
They, too, do exactly kè they please, They 
were never reprimanded or r fused a request 
in their lives. . 


Tus Free Presbytery of Elinburgh appears 
not to be done with the case of Prof. Robertson 
Smith. who was called to account for alleged 
hetetodoxy in his artitles en the Bible in th» 
“Encyclopedia Britaunica.” ‘The long and 
short of the very tedious trial to which l'cof, 
Smith was subj-cted may be summed up in 883- 
ing that the verdict was substantially '' Not 
guilty, but don’t do it again." The Professor’s 
prosecutors Were unmindful of the fact that the 
Bocyclopedia-had beet published only in part, 
and that several volumes were yet to &fpeac 
which might contain other articles from his 
pen. The appearance of the volume recently 
issued has added fuel to the smoldering fire, 
and some of the brethren now Want to make it 
"hot for the Professor. His articles on “ Hag- 
gai” and “ Hebrew Literature” are considered 
open to grave criticisms. Some of the mem- 
bers of the Presbytery consider them just 
grounds of trial for heresy. and others think 
such a trial would savor of persecution, and 
tend to bring ecclesiastical authority iato con- 
tempt. The College Committee is to examin 
carefully into Prof. Smith's views, and report 
in November. For the present the Professor 
retains his chair in Aberdeen College. 


CHARLES BRADLAUGH resides at 20 Circus road, 
| S. John's Wood, over a m»sieal library, where 
harmoniums and American organs are sold 
and pianofortes are to be had on the hire sys- 
tem. He occupies only part of the premises, 
his suite of apartments being on the ficst floor. 
His two daughters reside with bim, and assist 
him in editing the National Reformer. These 
young ladies do not bear much resemblance in 
feature to their father, whose Athelstio princi- 
ples they hav thoroughly imbibed. They hay 
been successful candidates in the recent exam- 
inations in the science class in chemistry at 
South KenBington. As for Mr. Bradlaugh him- 
self, he is a tall, stoutly-builc man of 47 years of 
age. When at home he wears a working-suit of 
plain gray cloth, He hasa square bead. and a 
broad aud massiv face. He is clean-shaven. 
His upper lip is thick and deep. His utterance 
is clear, measured, and distinct, and when en- 
gaged in conversation he uses bis eyes with 
great effect, as if to impress one with the im- 
portance of every word he utters. In the laige 
front room over the musical library. the win- 
dows of which command a view of a dairy anda 
publie house, Mr, Bradlaugh edits his journal 
and transacts general business. The room is 
furnished with two large writing-tables, at one 
of which he sits and works. his sub-editor sit- 
ting at the other, The numerous shelves round 
the room are well stocked with books, chicfly 
of reference. A high desk and several chairs 
complete the furniture, which {s of the usual 
office pattern. Sut Be AE ` 


Events of the Week. 


Guapsrons. the British Prime Minister, 18 se* 
riously ill, ` 

Tnx had a snowstorm on the Catskill moune 
tains a few days ago. 


Tur chiefs and head men of the Utes hav 
signed a treaty of peace at Los Pinos, Col. 


A Lona Ispanp deacon was recently fined ten 
dollars for horsewhipping his servant girl. 


Frees involving a loss of $325.000 occurred 
last week among some Buffalo planing mills, 


Koxoma, Indiana, was recently surprised by 
a shower of live fish about the siz» of minnows. 


Tun Anierican exhibitors at the Australian 
International Exhibltion received 228 awards. 


THe Obilian admiral has notifie1 the foreign 
ministers to leave Lima, as he intends to bom- 
bard that city. 


A MAN In Kingston, N. C.. was recently sent 
to jail for thirty days for kissing a lady con- 
trary fo her wishes. 


Tue Rev. T. B. Miller, Degu of the University 
of Medicine and Surgery in Pitfladelphia, has 
been arrested ou a charge of forgery. 


Tan Egyptian obellak is to ba placed in Cen- 
tral Park. and preparations are being made to 
remove it from the steamer to its new site, 


Onr of the witnesses who tried to clear the 
Rey. Mr. Kalloch, of Ban F'eancisco, of the 
charge of murder, has been convicted of per- 
jary, i 

Tar hostil Apaches who were recently driven 
from New Mexico into Mexieo hav had several 
conflicts with Mexican troops, in which they 
were worsted, 


Turer mine bosses were killed by death damp 
in a conl mine at Shenandoah, Pa., a few days 
ago. Two patties of rescuers were overcome 
by the damp and taken out unconscious, 


Two men were killed, five seriously injured. 
and many slightly hurt. by a colliston between 
two Long Island trains on the 31st ult. There 
Word three hundred passengers on the trains at 
the time, 


Tug bodies of the twenty men who were 
drowned in the Hudson River Tunnel last 
week etill remain entombed, A large force of 
laborers hav been at work night and day, but 
as yet they hav not succeeded in getting into the 
tunnel. 

Oxz day last week a terrific hailstorm visited 
North Sandwich, Masa. The ground was cov- 
ered three inches deep with hailstones an inch 
in diameter. Stone walls were thrown down, 
and cows, wagons. and boats were carried long 
distances through the air. 


Tyr long silent voleano of Fanego. in Guate- 
mala, has become activ, emitting & column of 
fire five hundred feet high. The surrounding 
country was illuminated for fifty miles, and 
clouds of dust and ashes are carried Xy the 
wind to enormous distances. ` 


OLD man Bander, the notorious Kansas mur- 
derer who has evaded justice so long, has at 
last been captured and posirivly identified at 
Fremont, Neb. The whereabouts of his mur- 
derous son and daughter, who helped in his 
bloody deeds, has baen diso»vered. . 


Tue superintendent of a Sunday-sehool a6 
New Berlin, N. Y.. recently thrashed his father- 
in-law, an old man ot eighty, most brutally. 
The reason given for the inhuman abuse is that 
the old man persisted in smoking, in opposi- 
tion to the wishes of his pious son-in-law. 


AN imitation bull-fight in this city, on Batur- 
day last. was presided over by Mr. Bergh, the 
President of the Society for the Prevention of 
Oruelty to Animals. The bull-fight, of course. 


ecuelty is the essential part of a bull-fight. 


Dr. Tannes holds out well in his long fast, 
His looks do not indicate the terrible ordeal he 
has passed through: and though much weaker 
than last week, he is still able to take his daily 
drive through the Park. On Saturday, the 7th, 
at noon, he will hav completed hig farts qapi 
Pithoyt load, 55 0000 07 7 
AL . é 


was a farce, as Cruelty was not permitted, and 
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The Godly Women of the Bible.—Continued. 
BY AN UNGODLY WOMAN OF THE 19TH CENTURY, 


THE VIRGIN MARY.—CONTINUED. 


The purification of the virgin, the presentation of 
the babe in the temple, and the scene there with 
Simeon and Anna are too instructive and prophetic 
to be passed over in silence, yet. justice cannot be 
done this miraculous fiasco im these articles. The 
boy was circumcised on the eighth day and called 
Jésus, which was so named of the angel before he 
was conceived in the womb (Luke ii, 21), and when 


the days of Mary's purification were accomplished 


they brought him to Jerusalem. Purification re- 
quired thirty-three days after circumcision for the 
birth of a boy, and sixty-six from birth for a girl. 
It was twice as great a defilement to become the 
mother of a female child as a male. 


offer the sacrifice just the same as though she had 


- become the mother of a common-sized baby-boy of 


nine pounds instead of being the mother of God. 


If the mother had no young sheep, she had to bring 
two doves or two young pigeons, and if this was 
beyond her means the Lord would let her off with 
fine flour as a substitute. He was not very particular 


what, but something he must and would hav (Lev. 
xii). Joseph and Mary were rather poor, for they 
brought the doves or pigeons. 

As every male that openeth the womb shall be 
called holy to the Lord (Luke ii, 23), the virgin pre- 
.gented her babe according to the law, “where her- 


withstanding all that had occurred, that they under- 


The learned 
commentators correct the “ best copies? which read 
“their,” declaring “it was the mother only who 
needed purifying from the legal uncleanness of 
child-bearing.” As if a virgin would need purify- 
ing because she had borned God. .Oh! oh! Ac- 
cording to God’s law, Mary was required to offer a 
lamb for a burnt-offering, and a turtle dove or a 
young pigeon for asin offering, What sin had the 
immaculate conception committed ? But she had to 


stood not his words when he answered: “ How is it 
that ye sought me? Wist ye not that I must be 
about my father’s business ?' He went. home, how- 
ever, with them, and was subject to them; but 
Mary remembered all these smart, precocious sayings 
after. he became a great preacher. One would 
“suppose” that she would have been expecting 
remarkable exploits of a boy born as never before 
was any child, and who was conceived by a ghost, 
even though he had a human mother, and that 
mother herself. The divines find it. convenient to 
infer that Joseph died soon after this event, for he 
was never mentioned afterward, “having served 
the double end of being the protector of our Lord’s 
virgin mother and a parent to Jesus,” so they say. 
Some additional statements and admissions by 
these knowing ones are worth copying. “ From the 
time at which our Lord’s ministry commenced, St. 
Mary is withdrawn almost wholly from sight. Four 
times only is the veil removed, which, not surely 
without a reason, is thrown over her. These four 
occasions are: 1. The marriage at Cana of Galilee 
(John ii, 1) ; 2. The attempt which she and his 
brethren made ‘to speak with him? (Matt. xii, 46 ; 
Mark iii, 21, 31; Luke viii, 19); 3. The erucifixion; 
4. The days succeeding the ascension (Acts i; 14). 


If to these we add. the two references to her, the 


first by her Nazarene fellow-citizens (Matt. xiii, 54, 
55; Mark vi, 1-3), the second by à woman in the 
multitude (Luke xi, 27), we have specified every 
event known to us in her life. 
on every occasion of our Lord's addressing her, or 
speaking of her, there is a sound of reproof in his 
words, with the exception of the last words spoken 
to her from the cross.” 

That is true, and let the fact be repeated by anti- 
Bible believers—since Bible believers boast of itasa 
praiseworthy feat in their son of God—that he ig- 
nored his mother. Rev. Justin D. Fulton, D.D., 
former pastor of Tremont Temple church, Boston, 


self would be sprinkled by the priest with the blood | Mass., in his zeal to repudiate Mariolatry (the wor- 


of her sacrifice.’ What heathenish mummery and 
senseless rites for any nation to observe, but how 
much more reprehensible when indorsed as a part 
of religious worship ordained by the Christian’s God 
for his peculiar chosen people even though ages 
&ince. And a woman the subject of such ceremo- 
nies instituted by man under the pretense that God 
spoke in clouds from Mount Sinai, “ Thus saith the 
Lord.” 

At the. critical moment of the presentation of 
Jesus, in comes old Simeon, sent there “by the 
Spirit” with the Holy Ghost (“a living, conscious 
person”) upon him. What a load the old gentle- 
man must fva had on his back, especially if this 
ghost was a large, heavy “person.” It had been 
revealed to:him by the Ghost, that he should not die 
until he had seen the Lord Christ. He knew at 
once that this boy was the Christ. So, “by the 
Spirit," he seized him in his arms and ran on with a 
prophecy which the historian could put in his mouth 
after it was fulfilled. The fun of the whole story 
is Joseph and Mary marveled at the Propucey just 
as if Jesus had been a legitimate child, his mother 
received no angel visit from gentleman Gabriel or 
promises ; neither Joseph in a dream that he was a 
Holy Ghost boy. Wonderful, that they had so 
soon forgotten all about the parentage of God! 
Then Simeon blessed them and made further predic- 
tions, which were unrecorded till long after the 
events took place, if they ever occurred. One pas- 
sage only in Simeon’s address was specially directed 
to Mary, and as the infallible commentators say 
“the exact purport of these words is doubtful,” 
they are not worth the space of recording. Mary 
‘was very stupid for a mother after having had a 
child in such an unnatural manner, accompanied 
with such miraculous predictions as Gabriel made in 
regard to the child and herself. 

At that instant came in Anna, a prophetess, who 
was of great age, not less than 103 years say the 
divines, for she had lived with a husband &even 
years from her virginity, and was then a widow of 
84. She lived in the temple and did nothing but 
fast and pray night and day. Well, she too knew 
this forty days’ baby “was he to whom all Israel 
looked for redemption in Jerusalem," which was 
false, for he neither redeemed Israel nor Jerusalem, 
but became God-forsaken in his dying agonies, being 
crucified for Sabbath-breaking, blasphemy, and sedi- 
tion. After they had finished their ceremonies they 
went home to Nazareth, and thus ends this spirit 
episode, mentioned by none but Luke. 

The next scene is quite impressive, finishing up 
Luke ii. Itis where Jesus at the age of twelve for 
the first time went with his parents to Jerusalem, as 
was their custom every year, to the feast of the pass- 
over. This young Judean took eccasion to remain 
behind to have a little chat in the temple with the 
learned doctors of the law. Going one day's jour- 
ney before missing him, then turning back 1n search 
.forihe truant and finding him the third day thus 
employed, called forth this rebuke froni his mother : 
“Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? Behold, 
thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing." So 
ignorant were his parents of his true mission, not 


[^ 3 


actually lived.] 


ship of the Virgin Mary), to prove the idolatry of 
the Romish church, goes so far in his book, “The 
True Woman,” published in 1869, as to dishonor 
Mary still worse than did Jesus. ‘It will be remem- 
bered, when discovered after a three days’ hunt, that 
Mary said, “Thy father and I have sought thee 
sorrowing.” Hear what the Rev. Fulton says: 
* When Mary speaks, she ignores the miraculous 
conception, and calls him the son of Joseph.” 

Why should she not call Joseph his father? Who 
should know as well as a mother the fatherhood of 
her child ? Nobody had then thought of any other 
parentage for the boy, as will be seen hereafter. . 

Reverend Fulton goes on to say, “ Jesus rebuked 
her by asserting his sonship, and claiming God as 
father.” What if he did? he was not the first twelve 
year old boy who has rebuked his mother. How 
did calling God his father assert his sonship? Pray 
explain, Justin. Did he not command his disciples 
and all his followers to call God father? Did he 
mean that they should ignore their earthly father, 
that no person had a human father who followed 
him, but were all conceived of the Holy Ghost 
as was claimed for himself? : . 

Fulton’s argument proves too much if it provés 
anything, and defeats itself. [It will be seen that 
the ungodly woman is here arguing from a biblical 
standpoint and as if such a man as Jesus Christ 


Questions for Consideration. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: We Lib- 
erals of Hamburg, Erie county, N. Y., do respectfully ask 
you to publish the following, which we quote from an able 
law journal of May 18,1880, known as the Central Law 
Journal, of Bt. Louis ; and we hope that it will be the means 
of encouraging those who endeavor to imitate nature's 
forms, either as painters or as carvers, or by any other way: 

i . A. C, BrorrING. 
[From the Central Law Journal.) 

Will some one be good enough to tell us something about 
Mr, Anthony Comstock of New York ? Who is he ? What 
are his duties and powers ? From extracts we find in the 
newspapers concerning this individual, he seems to be re- 
garded by a certain class of publishers in about the same 
light that the Russian student of revolutionary ideas regards 
a member of theczar's police. We learn from these extracts 
that he claims to be the guardian of the morals of the 
American nation. We learn likewise that if a work of art 
happens to be more true to nature that he believes it should 
be, or if a book or pamphlet contains anything which in his 
opinioa even grown-up people ought not to know, this re- 
markable person has only to shake his head to hav the 
offensiv works disappear from public view, 

Tbus a New York storekeeper was exhibiting in his win- 
dow a copy of a historical work by a Dutch painter, when 
Mr. Comstock -happening that way nodded his head, and 
the picture was not. i 

Btill later, we learr, he has looked upon M. Zola’s latest 
novel, and ' Nana ” is to be read no more by the people of 
the United States, that is, if the publishers are foolish 
enough to obey his nod. 

There is something ludicrous in this—in the idea that any 
one man in this country shall decree for its citizens what 


they shall see and what they shall read. *AVe recommend 


the publishers of the. American edition of ** Nana,” and all 


It is noticeable that 


publishers, not to be frightened, and we herewith ten de 
them a littlelegal advice for which we shall charge nothing. 
This is that if Mr. Comstock or any one else undertakes to 
seize any picture or book, or other article which they may 
manufacture or sell, upon hi8 own conclusion that it is 
obscere, indecent, or immoral, let them commence at once 
an action of trespass against him. He will then fad what no 
one go far, we judge, has attempted to teach him, that a 


man's property can not be taken from him without due 


process of law. He will then probably realize the fact that 


the office of guardian of the public morals is one which ig 


beset with difficulties, and which is hardly worth holding. 


We commenced these remarks with three questions and we 
wil conclnde them with two more: Is there in this 
republic such an officer as a public censor, clothed with 
dictatorial powers, and not responsible to the people? Is 
this Mr. Comstock the same person who has more than 
once been charged by publishers with seeking to obtain 
money from them by blackmail? If any one can answer 
these queries we shall be obliged to him. 

oor 


[From the N. Y. Tribune. 
` A Talk with Bradlaugh. 


To the Editer of the Tribune, BIR: I had finished my dinner 
and was toying with a useful but ungraceful British spoon 
while listening to Mr. John McCullough’s criticisms on 
English acting. It was half-past seven o’clock, and the 
front door bell rang violently, ‘* Who do you suppose that 
is 1" I asked. ‘‘ I hav not the remotest idea," replied the 
popular American tragedian. ‘‘Guess.” “I am not good 
at guessing." ‘Try. Who is the most talked about man 
in England ?" ‘‘The Prince of Wales?" I shook my head. 
** Well, if not the Prince of Wales, it must be Bradlaugh." 
“Right.” While the Ataerican tragedian had been guess- 
ing the bell had been riuging more and more ferociously. 
Seizing his hat, which the ideal handmaiden of the period 
had carefully placed upon a wet table, the gladiator strode 
from the room, cleared the stair at a bound and opened the 
inhospitable door. '' Why," exclaimed Mr. Bradlaugh, as 
his great Beecher-like face and figure entered, ‘‘it’s more 
difficult getting into your lodgings than into the House of 
Commons, from which, by the way, I can.only be absent an 
hour and ten minutes,” There was no time to be lost, 80 
we immediately plunged in medias res. I had not seen Mr. 
Bradlaugh for several years. He had much to tell, and at 
last touched upon his election to Parliament and the actions 
which hav been brought against him. à 

“ Two actions,” hesaid ** hav already been brought against . 
me, and now a third is threatened. These actions are 
brought under the Parliamentary Oaths Act of 1866, which 
makes it au offense to sit and vote without having taken 
and subscribed the oath of allegiance. Another section of 
the same act provides that every person for the time being 
permitted by law to make a solemn declaration or affirma- 
tiov in lieu of an oath, may make an affirmation in lieu of 
the oath provided by the act, and that in such case the dec- 
laration or affirmation shall hav the same value as the oath; 
that is to say, if I am really a person tinder the Parliament- 
ary Oaths Act of 1866 entitled to affirm, then the affirmation 
I took on Friday morning, July 2d, is as good as an oath in 
law, and [ am not liable for any penalty, I think the first 
action will come to gti-f, because it was begun too hur- 
riedly. The rapidity with which the writ was served upon 
me makes me believe that it was actually issued before I had 
taken my seat in the House. In the second action the solici- 
tor is likely to come to.grief, he having had the impudence 


‘to serve me with the writ in the lobby of the House—aye, 


on the very door-mat of the House itself—and has thus com- 
mitted a contempt of our ancient privileges,” 

“ Pray, what do you call ancient privileges ?" 

“ Why, for example, a member of Parliament is practi- 
cally free from civil, but not from criminal arrest. He can- 
not be forced to serve on juries. He has & right to a clear 
way to the House of Commons. Formerly he could not be 
arrested for debt. Now; no one can. But to return, I 
shall, if possible, endeavor to hav all proceedings against 
me suspended until one action is tried, or ask for a consoli- 
dation of all the actions. The ground of action is that the 
acts under which I hav been permitted to affirm, in.courts of 
law, only apply to witnesses. These acts are the Evidence 
Amendment Acts, passed in 1869 and "70, in consequence of 
a very heavy litigation I had with a man named De Rin, > 
who owed me several hundred pounds. Having no legal 
defense, he objected to my giving evidence because I was 
an Atheist, Fighting him through all the courts for three 
years I beat him. He then became bankrupt, and I lost in 
debt and costs £1,500. This, with other similar things, 
made me a poor man." 

“ Do these acts only apply to witnesses?" — . . 

** Yes, and undoubtedly it was never dreamed that a mem - 
ber of Parliament would take advantage of them. My con- 
tention is that the Parliamentary Oaths Act givs the right to 
every person entitled to sffirm in lieu of an oath anywhere, 
to affirm in Jieu of an oath in the House of Commona, 
Those who oppose me say:.‘ Even admitting your claim, you 
are not entitled to affirm in Parliament, because under the 
Evidence Amendment Acts the presiding judge has to be 
satisfied that the oath.wili not be binding on your con. 
sclence. Nothing of this sort has happened in the House 
of Commons, therefore you are not protected by the acts.’ 

“ My reply is that, supposing the argument to be correct, 
the Tories hav been fools enough to provide us with a good 
defense. The second select Parliamentary committee re- 
ported that I ought not to be allowed to take the oath, as, 
in their opinion, that oath would not be binding on my 
conscience. Sir Hardinge Gifford, by his motion, which he 
succeeded in carrying, got the House to order that I should 
neither be allowed to take the oath nor to sffürm. Apart 
of Sir Hardinge Gifford’s resolution relating to affirmation 


i 
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has been rescinded in point of fact, though not in point of 


„form, so that at present there stands unrevoked the order of 


the House that I must not swear. This order has been in- 
timated to me by the Speaker, who has refused to allow me 
to swear, such refusal being based on the. judgment of the 
select committee that the oath had no binding effect on my 
conscience. By their own desire to shut me out of the 
House of Commons the Tories hav furnished me with the 
legal answer to the legal objection. Are they not consider- 
ate? These actions cannot be tried before November ; 
meanwhile, I shall keep on sitting, and voting as often as I 
can, the penalty being £500 atime. Judge of the expense 
of this luxury when I tell you that on this:day's orders are 
thirty private bills on each of which there is one vote, and 
thirty-four public bills on some of which there will be 
twelve votes, so that at £500 a vote I shall hav a tolerably 
expensiv day's voling! £32,000!” 

Here Mr. Bradlaugh laughed heartily, having in former 
years been indebted to the government several million of 
pounds, for daring to issue The National Reformer, and yet 
been none the worse for it. Continuing the conversation, 
he said: ‘‘ With a view in all probability to embarass me, 
one action ia brought in the Queen's Bench Division, and 
the second is brought im the Common Pleas Division ; 
hence it is quite possible, though hardly probable, that we 


;may hav Lord Chief Justice Cockburn deciding one way 
- and Lord Chief Justice Coleridge deciding another. 


Thus 
shall be exemplified the glorious uncertainty of the law. Af 
the decision be against me I shall carry the case to the 
House of Lords. By that time I hope to hav broken the 
hearts and purses of one and all of the Tory plaintiffs." 

“ But surely, Mr; Bradlaugh, the House of Lords will de- 
cide against you. Being a more conservativ body it will giv 
you less support than the House of Commons.” 

“You are right in your second statement, but wrong in 
your first. The House of Lords, en masse, would assuredly 
oppose me; but you forget that it is the few law lords, most 
of. whom are retired chancellors, that decide law appeals. 
Time was when all the lords voted in law cases, but they 
hav refrained from doing 80 since the famous case of 
Daniel O’Connell came before them, thirty-five years ago. 
When O’Connell and several others were found guilty of 
treason in Dublin, the case was Carried on error to the 
Lords as ultimate court of appeal. The prejudice against 
O'Connell then was as strong as it is now against me, and 
many lords came to the House intending to vote for confir-. 
mation of the verdict without reference tolaw. A leading 
member of their body imploring them not to allow party 


. prejudicé to determin a legal decision, the lords walked out 


of the House, refrained from voting, and the judgment 
against O'Connell was reversed. Since then only law peers 
hav voted on law cases in the House of Lords.” 

“Suppose, Mr. Bradlaugh, the House of Lords should 
make you the exception which is said to prove the rule ?” 
'To this question the member for Northampton preserved a 
grim buteloquent silence. He looked unutterable things; 
&peech deserted him until asked whether the opposition to 
his entering Parliament did not cause him some sleepless 


nights. 
“No. I lie awake only when uncertain of what I am 
going todo. I slept on the night of my arrest. 1 lay awake 


on the night of my release, as it was entirely unexpected. I 
never dreamed of 80 short & struggle, and therefore had 
made no preparations for it. Of course my excessiv egot- 
ism helpa me a great deal Judging from my past, I feel 
that I am a match for them." ` 

Previously, Mr. P. A. Taylor, M.P., had told me that Mr. 
Bradlaugh, when addressing the House of Commons, had 
preserved a wonderful self-control, though speaking; with an 
eloquence that ‘‘ withered the House” and extorted from 
cool reporters the exclamation, *' Here is a second Bright 
and Gladstone!” Curious to know what Mr. Bradlaugh’s 
sensations were on this historic occasion, I asked him. 
‘Why should I hav been agitated? I was not in the 
wrong. Remember my life, and remember that I hav gone 
through far worse ordeals. I confess, however, that I was 
touched when, in going out of the House, Mr. Taylor and 
several others shook hands with me. Kindness moves me 
far more than anything else, and I very nearly broke down 
eompletely when, in the lobby, Mrs. Ernestine L. Hose 
kissed me. It is quite possible for an Atheist to hav feel- 
ings and to tell tho truth ; therefore believe me when I as- 
sure you it is utterly false that I went out of my way or 
made any fuss in the House on the occasion of my demand 
to affirm. The fuss was made by my antagonists. The 
facts are given in the second Parliamentary committee’s 
report, and I hav been deliberately misrepresented. As to 
the oath, I did not say a word in the House.” 

“Only a year ago, Mr. Bradlaugh, when society was 
deeply engaged in discussing Mr, Labouchere in connection 
with several amusing law suits which he has since gained, 
I said toa party of Tories, ‘ What fun it would be to see 
Mr, Labouchere and Mr. Bradlaugh in the House of Com- 
mons, There are two men who would make Parliamentary 
debates worth reading, and I predict that such things will 
come to pass.’ The Tories cried, ‘Never!’ and were 
greatly shocked. I little dreamed that my prediction would 
so soon be fulfilled, and that you two Bogies would repre- 
sent the same town. What do you think of your col- 
league ?” 

“I hav found him one of the most straightforward, hon- 
orable gentlemen I.ever met in my life. I met him with 
prejudices against him. I never had seen him until the 
election at Northampton, and while, of course, a8: my col- 
league, I should hav expected him to hav claimed a fair 
representation of Northampton, he has done much more 


would. hav been constantly apologizing for my unpopular 
views on religion and other subjects. Mr. Labouchere has 
recognized my right to hold my own opinions, and has 
refused to allow them to be a matter of debate. I shall 
never forget the manliness of his attitude. He isa man of 
great resource, doing and saying the right thing at the right 
time." 

“ Some years ago, if Iam not mistaken, Mr. Bradlaugh, 
the present Prime Minister helped to defeat your election. 
What do you think of him now ?" 

“T think he stands out in this country full head and 
shoulders above everybody else. Heisthe only statesman 
we've got among a varied assortment of small pottery man- 
ufacturers.” 

“ There are persons who call him mad.” 

“ Lunatics think everybody mad but themselves.” 

'* And some call him a man of quirks. n 

** Bo'a Bismarck.” 

“ Do you compare Liberal Gladstone with Bismarck ?” 
` “No; if I were German or lived in Germany, Bismarck 
would either hang me or "Á 

** Well, why don’t you finish your sentence ?" 

Mr. Bradlaugh laughed, and added, I'd hate Bismarck, 
or overthrow him." Perhaps it is just as well for the great 
Chancellor’s peace of mind that the Kaiser has one turbulent 
subject the less. 

** Where de you find time to edit The National Reformer?” 
linquired, after we had rambled up and down the uni. 
Verse. 

“JT don’t. Mrs. Besant does most of the work, and well 
she does it. The World states that my daughters assist me 
in editing the paper. This is incorrect, I think all women 
should be employed, so my daughters do the summary of 
news, amounting to about. two columns every week, for 
which I pay them a regular salary.” 

By this time the clock hands pointed to 8:40 o’clock. The 
hour and ten minutes had elapsed, the obnoxious M P. was. 
wanted by the Liberal '' whip," and after inviting me to his 
lecture on John Wilkes, to be given three nights afterward 
at Bouth Place chapel, Finsbury, the scene of M. D. Con- 
way's clever preaching, Mr. Bradlaugh rushed down stairs, 
jumped into a hansom and drove off to Bt. Stephens’. Just 
before the door shut, I &:ked Mr. Bradlaugh whether he 
could not sum up the House of Commons in an epigram- 
matic sentence. He retorted laughingly, ‘‘The House of 
Commons is hardly big enough to go into one I" 

Last evening I drove three miles into the city to hear Mr. 
Bradlaugh lecture on John Wilkes. Although I arrived 
three-quarters of an hour before the exercises began the 
chapel was crowded with well-behaved workingmen—a fact 
which made me recall the statement of one of the cleverest 
men in the present British Cabinet. ‘‘ Bradlaugh,” he said, 
several yeara ago, ‘‘is the only man in England who has a fo 
lowing.” And this led me to remember Bradlaugh’s once 
saying that people had only to try to collect an audience to 
discover its difficulty. He has no such difficulty. The 
applause which greeted his appearance testified to his pop- 
ularity among a class unknown at dinner parties, yet not to 
be despised by those who want votes Mr, Bradlaugh's 
address on Wilkes was always effectiv, often humorous, 
and at times attained heights of impassioned eloquence 
that made the chapel resound with tremendous applause. 
It was extemporaneous, as are all of his addresses ; it was 
strung upon that thread of satire which is one of his most 
powerfal weapons, The subject lent itself to the issues of 
the day, and every reference to the speaker’s position 
excited an enthusiastic response. ‘‘ There was very little to 
attract in Wilkes’ private history,” said Bradlaugh, “ but 
we should remember how unfriendly history was to him. 
Judge him by myself. Take the literature of the past few 
weeks, for example, and write my history by it. Will it be 
truthful? “Some of the artists who hav drawn my portrait 
hav not flattered me.” ‘‘ The right to rule,” he declared, 
** js a sovereign right, and the people are sovereign,” a dog` 
ma that received frantic approval. Referring to the Whigs 
and Tories of a hundred years ago, Mr. Bradlaugh said that 
the Whigs believed the right to rule was a sovereign right, 
limited to a few Whig families. “The Tory doctrin was 
ore of divine right, very mad but very consistent. You 
may pity thém as belonging to an order of things we are 
fast growing out of, and our children will wonder that it 
could ever hav existed. I hav always maintained that cur 
form of government can at any moment be changed by Par- 
liamentary means. Parliament has tbe right whenever it 
likes to put a lever under the throne and pitch it over." 
This announcement was rapturously applauded. 

“The House of Commons," said Mr. Bradlaugb, ‘‘is 
higher than the people. It is the delegate of the nation to 
be used for, never against it. How would the House act 
with another Wilkes ? 'The day has gone by for a repeti- 
tion of last century. Public opinion has grown. The 
House of Commons is an assembly of which we may be 
fairly proud, but if the day comes when the House seta 
itself against the nation, then if there be no Wilkes, the 
intelligence of the nation will stand, as Wilkes did, to 
defend the cause of liberty." My imperfect report of a few 
salient sentences givs but a poor idea of Mr. Bradlaugh’s 
seuse and eloquence, The Americans with me were as 
deeply impressed as were the sons of toil before and behind 
them, and those who fancy that Charles Bradlaugh is a big 


: fish only when in the company of minnows, know little the 


than I either expected or had a right to ask. He has fought ; 


for me just as one intelligent friend ought to fight for an- 
other, and his perfect tact has made my battle far easier 
than it otherwise would hav been, 


A weaker man than he! 


| 


man who is destined to play a leading part in the future 

politics of England. If he would spike one of his enemy’s 

guns, he should cease to drop his b's. Let him pick them 

up, and, as an orator, he will command even the approba- 

tion of Tories. Kate FIELD. 
London, July 12, 1880. 


WATER, when it becomes steam, is;expanded 1,700 times 
its original bulk, 


Humanity the Only Tre Religion. + 


To THE EDITOR or Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Is there 
in nature anything more beautiful td behold than all her 
glory, witb her mountains and dales, flowers; landscapes, 
and so forth? And when we begin to. stuđy man, with all 
his construction, bow beautiful & study ! therefore man is 
the only true study of human progréss: "How wonderfül 


it. is to know your fellow-beings by.their looks!. Not . 


that alone, but to advance in this glorious: eciénoe. . But the 
question arises, Is every human being: equal’ alike ? : To 
which I answer, That depends on how onë is'constructed. 
One has more of the moral nature in him.:. The thief is not 
compared with the one that is true to hia fellow-men, nor 
is the bigot or hypocrit compared with those men who are 
true to nature. Again, some say that those" people who go 
to church are the only good people. How do yoü make that 
out? Isthere anything in humanity that.istrue to itself to 
be condemned? I deny it. This wretched doctrin! What 
would you think of a Christian that goes to church. every 
Sunday twice, that cheats, lies, slanders ?- -Would you not 
think him one of the worst of humankind Qos 

Any man that loves his child, his wife, does the very 
thing that makes home. joyful, ie, in my estimation, the 
only true Christian. His religious views do,pot, make him 
better; "tis his qualities one must look at—his pridoiples 
The mind makes the man. 

But again, some say we must believe in a certain book 
because the most of them do. Well, it that’s true, perhaps 
you must. Well, I say if a man must believe in a thing, 
then it'sa mighty poor believe. "There are certainly more 
ignorant than intelligent to be found, but therefore ‘the 
ignorant are not be condemned for it. Man should ‘not 
always believe what he sees in print. He should judge; he 
should reason. Reason is everything, it is the key to 
knowledge. If I read a book and don't believe in it, then I 
ought to say so, and ao I will; but some say if you don't 
believe in a certain book you will be damned for it. What 
for? for my honest opinions? Well, if there is a God that 
would damn one for his honest thoughts, then I say, Go on, 
You're welcome. I will bav my opinion, and if he has 
given me reason to think, why I surely can’t for my life see 
that he can make it a crime, to punish me forever. 

Supposing a father takes his son toa tailor and makes him 
a present of a suit of clothes, why should that father punish 
his child for putting them on after he givs them to him ? 
The people are beginning to think, to reason for themselvs, 
I don’t want any ove to do my thinking; then why should I 
go to a church to hear a man trying to stuff down my throat 


what he himself knows not to be true? Wanat little brains 


I possess I want to make better use of. I say humanity is 
the only true religion. Make your fellow-creatures happy, 
love your child, bring it up to true manhood, and then God 
cannot afford to damn such a man. JULIUS WAGNER. 

Pitisburgh, Pa. 

Concerning the Iowa Convention. 

To THE Eprror of Tar Truta SkEKER, Sr: The Sioux 
City & Pacific Railroad will sell return tickets for one- 
fifth the regular rates to all who pay full fare over that line 
going to the Convention. 

The Chicago, Milwaukee & 8t. Paul road will giv the 
same reduction to all parties who pay full fare to M.;son 
City. At Mason City the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
connects with the Iowa Central for Marshalliown. Tne 
latter road will sell return tickets for one-third usual rates 
to all who pay full fare going. These reductions will be of 
especial benefit to our northern Iowa friends. The Secre- 
tary of the Convention will issue certificates to all applying 
for them who hav attended the Convention. entitling them 
to these reduced rates. 

The Boardman House terms for Conventions are two 
dollars per day, unless two occupy the same bed, when 
they will be accomodated for $1 50 perday. The Boardman 
i8 near the Opera House, where the Convention will be held. 

The best arrangements possible will be made with the 
other hotels, and the facts heralded through our papers or 
furnished to visitors upon their arrival in the city. 

Bro. O, A. Phelps will be with us and help to make the 
grandest convention ever held in the West. Friend Phelps 
also desires to make arrangements for lectures in Iowa for 
the two weeks or more preceding the meeting. Address 
him at Box 991, Kansas City, Mo. 

Last but by no means least, T. C. Leland is coming. 
There are thousands of Liberals in the West who want to 
see the irrepressible ‘‘special correspondent " of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, 

Leland, Parry, Phelps, Jamieson, Lake, Clark, all stars 
of the first magnitude. Don’t neglect this opportunity of 
listening to some of the best speakers in the Liberal ranks. 
Come and bring your friends with you. Let us organize 
Iowa and reach hands of fraternal greeting to our sister 
states. We must go to work in earnest, and begin’ at the 
foundation. Educate the children. "This is our especial 
work. The Liberal campaign is no holiday parade, It 


means stern work, but very agreeable work to all those not 


born constitutionally tired and mentally indolent, 

Address me at Norway, Benton county, Iowa. 

Shall I meet you at Marshalltown ? 

E. C. WALKER. 
—  9——————— 
W. F. Jamieson's Appointments, 

Lectured at Monmouth, Illinois, July 25th. Announced 
for July 28th and August 1:t; Marshalltown, Iowa, Liberal 
Convention, August 27th, 28th; Kirksville, Missouri, Aug. 
29th, 30th, and 3ist. He declines all Eastern calls for ihe 
coming year. Will receive engagements in lo wa, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Nebraska, and Missouri Address 172 and 174 
Clark street, Chicago, Illinois. 


————— ly — 


CANNONS Were first used at the siege of Alzerizas in 1781. 
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the slightest proof that Luke attached any importance 
to the dream story. He does not notice it at all. 
If that dream established the manner -of Mary's 
pregnancy why did he not allude to it? The fact 
that he did not proves conclusively that he either 
knew nothing about it, or did not consider it of the 


and thus learned that the Holy Ghost was the author 
of what had been done while he was away. There 
are several features of this story very far from 
being clear and intelligible, and some of them may 
be mentioned. We are not told who found Mary 
to be with child. We are not told how it was found 
to be of the Holy Ghost. We are not told what are 
the distinguishing features or symptoms exhibited 
by à young woman. when pregnant by the Holy 
Ghost, not exhibited when the child is of other 
paternity: We are not told what tests were em- 
ployed in arriving at the decision. No certificate 
of physician or midwifeis given. We are not in- 
formed how it was known that Joseph and Mary had 
not “come together," nor if he had not come there 
that some other tangible, real person had not done 
soin his place. The fact that somebody said, two, 
three, or four generations after the event occurred, 
that Joseph had a dream that satisfied him that the 
matter was all right is not wholly satisfactory to 
incredulous people like the Infidels of the present 
day. You may be perfectly convinced of the truth 
of the story, but Iam not. You may believe Mat- 
thew’s yarn, but I donot. There is not the slightest 
proof tbat a word of it is true, nor could the person 
who wrote-it possibly know whether it was true. 

If an old man in the present day should marry a 
young girl, and after a few months she should be 
found pregnant, and he should insist that he was not 
the father of the unborn babe, but that he. had had 
a dream which explained it all—that a ghost was the 
father of the child, people would not believe a word 
of it. You, with all the faith you have, and which 
you count a virtue, would not believe it. It could 
not be true. And if some credulous people even 
did believe it, that would not make it true. False- 
hood never becomes truth because it is believed. 
No, Mr. Mair, a claim of such a conception, of such.a 
parentage, would not be believed now though the 
girl herself, her husband, and all her connections 
swore to. it before a dozen magistrates. I insist 
that the story is no more probable, no more possible, 
to be true of a girl eighteen hundred and eighty years 
ago, than now. The laws of nature have not changed 
a particle in that time. If it is impossible to-day for 
a female to be impregnated by a ghost, or without 
coming in contact with a person of the male sex, it 
was equally as impossible eighteen hundred and 
eighty years ago. If it could be done then, it can 
now; and I insist that we have no grounds—no 
right—to believe that something occurred eighteen 
hundred years ago which ean not take place to- 
day. But even 1f it did occur then, we have no 
proof of it whatevev. If Joseph dreamed it took 
place, that would by no means prove it. We have 
no authority that his dreams were reliable, or that 
they should be taken.as evidence in a matter of such 
immense consequence as the salvation of the world. 

We not only do not know that Joseph had a dream 
about his wife's pregnancy but we do not know that 
Matthew said he had. If Matthew had said so, it 
would by no means amount. to proof. Matthew had 
no more means of knowing what Joseph dreamed 
than I have of knowing what you dream. If long 
after you were dead I should write what you dreamed 
sixty years before, what would it amount to? 
Could it possibly prove an impossible occurrence ? 
Could a miracle be established on such testimony ? 
No, of coursenot. It would not amount to anything. 
Bat in this Jesus story we have not even as much 
as that, We have not the word of Matthew that 
Joseph had adream. It was not Matthew who said 
Joseph dreamed. I will be able to show you further 
along that Matthew is not the author of the gospel 
in the New Testament which goes by his name. 
In the first place he does not say he was the author 
of it. Nobody else in connection with the gospel 
says he was the author of it. There is not the 
slightest proof that it was known to have an ex- 
istence till the last half of the second century 
—more than one hundred and fifty years after 
Joseph’s apocryphal dream. 

When mention is made by the early Christian 
writers of a legend, called a gospel, which was by 
Matthew, it was one written in Hebrew, while 
there is no proof that the one in the New Testament 
named after Matthew was ever known in Hebrew. 
It was in Greek, and could not have been written by 
Matthew who was a Hebrew. It is evidently a 
compilation made up from legends and the stories 
of two or more pergons, put together in a clumsy 
and imperfect manner, and was not written by Mat- 
thew or any one whe was an eye-witness of the 
events narrated, or who knew anything of the mat- 
ters detailed. It was in all probability compiled 
and fixed up in the after part of the second century 
by some interested priest or designing person, and is 
no more proof that Mary was impregnated by a 
ghost, or even that Joseph dreamed she was, 
than the idle tale thata short distance above the 
earth is another country occupied by giante, is 
proved by the story of Jack and his bean-stalk, One 
is just about as reliable as the other. 

You get no more proof from Luke than you do 
from Matthew. He only relates the account of the 
vision which he ascribes to Mary, and dees not con- 
firm the story about Josepha dream. There is not 
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and unworthy of belief. He was not present when 
Mary had a vision, and could not possibly know any- 
thing about it.. He could not know what Gabriel 
said, or whether what he predicted ever took place, 
He makes no claim to writing by inspiration, or that 
he had a revelation. When he sets out at the be- 
ginning of his story he explicitly says, ** Forasmuch 
as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a 
declaration of those things which are most surely 
believed among us, even as they delivered them unto 
us, Which from the beginning were eye-witnesses, 
and ministers of the word, it seemed good to me also, 
having had perfect understanding of all things from 
the very first, to write unto them in order, most ex- 
cellent Theophilus,” thus showing that he wrote of 
himself and without divine aid, and simply wrote 
those things that were matters of common rumor. 
What he said of Mary’s vision, he must have drawn 
from his own imagination, or committed ta writing 
the vague rumors and legends that were then in ex- 
istence. As he did nct see the angel, as he did not hear 
what he said, nor what Mary said, as he did not see the 
Holy Ghost or the Highest, as he knew nothing 
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What Objections to Christianity ? 
REPLY TO MR. MAIR’S FOURTH LETTER. 


Mr. G. M. Marr, Dear Sir: As I will have time, 
before taking steamer for Europe, to make gome re- 
ply to your fourth letter, I will avail myself of the 
opportunity of doing so, though I may not have time 
to hunt up and quote authorities as much as might 
be desirable. If I continue my remarks at consider- 
able length, you will have ample time to reply during 
my absence. : i 

Xou seem the most displeased because I suppose 
that Jesus was begotten by the process by which 
every other being who has had birth and existence 
was begotten, and appear shocked because I infer 
that what I regard as the mythical character of. his 
divine parentage was brought about in a similar 
way to the analogous feats by Jove and other heathen 
deities. While I wish to treat your religious views. 
with thezsame deference as those of a believer in 
Brahmanism, Buddhism, or Mohammedanism, you 
must not expect I can regard the absurd legend of 
2 spirit, an invisible god, or a ghost begetting an 
offspring upon the person of a human female with 
the same awe and veneration which you do,and 
you must permit me to look at it in a practical, com- 
mon sense light. Jregard the whole story as a crude, 
. bungling absurdity, wholly impossible in fact, and 
wholly devoid of delicacy, as it is of truth or’ proba- 
bility. Unfortunately this Christian myth rests 
upon the very slimmest possible testimony. We have 
the narratives, or what purport to be the narratives, 
of four persons who give to the world all the facts, 
or what purport to be facts, relative to the reputed 
founder of Christianity. What then do we see? 
If Jesus was begotten by the Eternal Father, the 
“ God self-existent, incorporeal, omnipotent, omnis- 
cient, omnipresent, immutable Creator, Upholder 
and Ruler of everythieg," upon the person of the 
young Jewess named Mary, to be au incarnate God, 
a Savior, for the salvation of the world, a propitia- 
tion of the anger of God, an atonement for the sins 
of the world, it was the most remarkable event that 
ever took place in the world, and should have been 
related with the most exact particuiarity, and each 
narrator should have described the process carefully 
and minutely, especially as the eternal happiness or 
misery of countless millions of the human race de- 
pends upon whether they believe it or not. 

What are the facts in the matter? Two of the 
narrators say not a word about it, and pay no more 
attention to it than if there was not a word of 
truth in it, or that it was not of the slightest conse- 
quence; whereas the other two. allude to it in the 
most unsatisfactory manner, and disagree widely 
with each other. Matthew rests his version of the 
affair upon a dream which he asserts Joseph had, 
while Luke bases it upon a vision whieh he states 
Mary had. You can hardly deny that dreams and 
visions are of an extremely unreliable character and 
afford the poorest proof in the world upon which to 
found any theory, system, or belief. This is the 
case when the dream is known to have been dreamed 
and the vision known to have been seen, which 
conditions, in this Jesus story, are wholly lacking. 
Joseph does not tell us that he dreamed a dream, nor 
does Mary tell usshe had a vision. What authority 
had Matthew for saying that sixty years, or a 
hundred and sixty years before, Joseph had a dream? 
And what authority had Luke for saying that Mary, 
a part of a century, or more than a century before, 
had a vision, and that an angel spoke to her and 
told her what the Holy Ghost, or the Highest, was 
. going to do to her? Neither of these worthies make 
the slightest pretension to having had a revelation 
in the matter, or that they wrote by inspiration. 
They simply tell their stories as we used to repeat 
the nursery story of Jack the Giant Killer when we 
were young. The incongruities and improbabilities 
of the story are quite as great as those of little 
Jack. . 

Matthew tells us how when Mary was espoused 
to Joseph, and before they came together, she was 
found with child of the Holy Ghost; whereupon 
Joseph thought to put her away, and probably would 
have done sa had he not dreamed the matter out, 


competent witness touching those events he pretends 
to relate, and would not be so considered in any 
court in the civilized world. It matters not what he 
says the angel said or what Mary said, what the 
Holy Ghost was to do or Mary was to do, it is all 
hearsay or fiction, and is not entitled to the slightest 
consideration. 

And further, there are slight grounds for believing 
that Luke wrote the account ascribed to him, or that 
it was written in the first century. There is no 
account that Luke’s gospel was known in the first 
century or before the latter part of the second. 
The probabilities are that he did not write a word 
of it. If he did write it he attempted to narrate 
many things which he was not a witness of and 
knew nothing about. So that all that is attributed 
to Luke is a rumor of a rumor, a recital of legends 
‘and traditions. Such a narrative of a vision—in it- 
self possessing the very slightest value—is not en- 
titled to confidence or belief. So if Luke did write 
it, it amounts to very little, and if he did not write 
it, it amounts to still less. ` 

Thus the whole structure upon which you base 
the salvation of the world, and the hope of escape 
from eternal torture in hell for billions and trillions 
of human beings, rests upon the baseless fabric of a 
dream and the groundless claims of a vision, uusup- 
ported by the least bit of evidence in the world, 
If the story of the miraculous conception of young 
Mary is true, it is of the greatest importance that the 
world should know it, and if Mark and John were 
commissioned to write the truth about the entry of 
Jesus into the world, they were either derelict in 
their duty or they did not regard the legend as true 
or worth repeating. As John is supposed to have 
been more intimate with Jesus than either of the 
other three evangelists, better acquainted with his 
true inwardness than Luke or Matthew, and: as he 
bas nothing to say about the wonderful affair of 
Jesus being begotten by a ghost, he evidently had 
never heard anything about that godly proceeding, 
or he thought it was best to have nothing to say 
about it. It. was the same with Mark. He was 


not believe it was true. It is clear he was less in 
the dream and vision line than Matthew and Luke. 
On any other grounds it is extremely difficult to ac- 
count for the silence of Mark and John. They 
noticed several unimportant events, the same as did 
the other two, but in not breathing a word about the 
marvelous paternity of Jesus they clearly prove they 
did not believe it. , 

It seems to annoy you to have me suppose for a 
moment, admitting that Jesus was begotten by 
Jehovah, the Holy Ghost, or the Highest, that it was 
done by the same process by which every other case of 
the kind has been performed. I can hardly under- 
stand this. If you admit that Jehovah is the author 
of the mode of procreation that has ever been in 
use, that there is no other mode known, and perhaps 
none other possible, and you insist that he wished 
to beget a son with a human mother, there is no 
good grounds for claiming that he condemned his 
own plan and adopted some other. You have no 
authority, in the dream or vision story, to come to 
any such conclusion. There is not à word said or a 
hint given that the same process was not used in be- 
getting Jesus that was employed in begetting 
Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, Solomon 
and everybody else that ever lived. It matters lit- 
tle whether the idea of Jehovah's begetting a child 
in the same way that every child has been begotten 
since the morning of time ìs shocking to your sensi- 
bilities.or not ; you have no good grounds for being 
shocked that God should make use of his own 
law, or adopt hig own universa] plan ; and I repeat, 


slightest value. But his story is equally frivolous. 


about what took place between them, he is not a .- 


either ignorant of that overshadowing affair, or did . 


you have not the slightest grounds for speaking 
disparagingly of it. Until you ean show that 
a human being was ever begotten without the 
presence of passion, you have no grounds for 
claiming that Jesus was so begotten. If there is a 
divine institution in existence, it must be the per- 
'petuation-of the human race, and the bringing into 
existence, new individualities—new persons, new 
souls. It is extremely questionable whether you are 
justified in condemning this grand plan, or even in 
insinuating that Jehovah would be wrong in adopt- 
ing it aud making use of it ; and until you can tell 
us explicitly how it was done, you have no authority 
to declare how it was not done. 

I, of course, do not wish to be unnecessarily ir- 
reverent, or to treat with levity that which you 
regard as solemn, and very sacred, and I trust you 
will have the same regard for my views, but I can- 
not deny:that I feel no more veneration for Jehovah 

. than I do for Brahma, Ormuzd, Osiris, Jove, Allah, 

: and several others of those big gods. In faet I 
think I can show that his reputed record is less 

- respectable than theirs, and that he is much less 
amiable in temper and deportment. If the account 
the Bible gives of him can be relied upon he was 

. formerly greatly subject.to outbursts of passionate 
anger and ebullitions of vengeance. There is every 
reason to believe he abounded in passion and ve- 
hemency, so if he decided to beget a son I assert 
you have not the slightest grounds for claiming that 
passion had nothing to do with it. I can see no more 
impropriety in supposing that Jehovah was a pas- 
sionate deity than Vishnu or Jove. 

You also again object to Jesus’ being called a 
demigod. It is not easy for me to Bee that you do 
this with good réason. Demigod means half-god. 
If Jesus had a god for a father, he must have been 
half a god. He certainly derived about half his 
nature and existence from his mother. She must 
have sustained him through the months of gestation 
and for perhaps the same period after his birth. Of 
course then he was half human. I have heard 
Christian clergymen ever since I was a child expati- 
ating on Jesus’ human nature and his divine nature. 
It ig clear, then, that if he was part god, he was a 
demigod, and that would seem to be honor enough. 
There have been a very limited number of demigods 
who have had a real existence, and it must be re- 
garded as an honor to be a genuine, simon-pure 
demigod. . 
"Iwilnot deny that you havea perfect right to 
form your own opinions as to the nature and origin 
of Jesus, as well as of the mode by which he came 
into existence, and I claim the same right for my- 
self. Your right may be considered somewhat akin 
to the party who was once viewing a large painting 
of Daniel in the lions’ den. The painting was not 
a first-class execution, and the party had some doubt 
as to the identity of the figures, and meekly inquired 
of the exhibitor which was Daniel and which the 
lions. The brief reply was, “Oh, you pays your 
money, and you takes your choice.” So let you 
and I agree to allow each other to get our money's 
worth the best way we can and arrive at our own 
conclusions. If you wish to regard Jesus as all 
God, I give my Consent ; and if I am forced to 
the conclusion that he was not at all God, you will 
be equally complaisant ; and should either of us 
wish to compromise the matter and agree that he 
was half and half, a demigod, let us not have any 
unfriendliness about it. In leaving the subject, 
however, E will remark that if we accept the story 
and the theory of the divine paternity of Jesus, we 
must conclude that father and mother were equally 
interested in the process. By God’s choosing an 
earthly female to be the mother of his son, he must 
have adopted his own natural mode of producing a 
son, Had he wished to perform an astounding mir- 
acle, he would have produced this son without the 
agency or co-operation of a woman at aM. He 
might, perhaps, have brought him direct from 
heaven, already begotten, already grown up, and 
ready for business: ~ ïn that way there would have 
been far less grounds for supposing that passion, on 
the part of either father or mother, had aught to 
do with the transaction, and far less reasons for 
doubting the whole story. ; : 

I beg to assure you that I was aware Sakja Muni 
was one of the names of Buddha, or that Gautama 

rag another. "Phese were really his names, while 
Paddha was his title, or office, as the Savior, the 
Christ, the Messiah, the Redeemer, the Anointed, 
eto, are applied to Jesus, I am also aware that 
‘Alcides was a name applied to Hercules. There 
were several by that name. ‘The same with 
Thammuz, Atys, Quirinius, and others of the old 
“mythical divinities and demi-divinities ; nearly 
ali of them had more than one name, and in ne 
way possibly they “counterfeited” Jong, who lived 
a thousand years later and had some twenty names, 
"Yes, all the gods and demigóds had more than one 
ngrae, and conflicting traditions exist in reference to 
them, I will not pretend to be responsible for the 
unity of their names, nor the unity of the tales and 
pretensions connected with them, Though two, 
names are used for each, At does not follow that it is 
slovenly " (you must be fond of that word, as you 
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These ideas were common in the theologies or 
mythologies of. ancient nations, many denturies be- 
fore the Christian era. : 

In commenting on the ancie nt myth of Virgin and 
Child in another place, he, gays: “The Roman 
church, that repertory of ‘ancient heathen belief, 
rites, ceremonies, dogmas, ? nd practices, has recently’ 
adopted the idea that the Virgin Mary wag born as 
immaculate as her son, 8& , that now two virgins are 
striving for pre-eminenc » amongst the faithfal—the 
mother and grandmoth ex of God.” This same idea 
was taught in Hinde» mythology three thousand 
years ago. Lakmy, ‘ihe, mother of Devaki, who bote 
Christna, was also hiel’y to be a virgin. This we get 
from Sir Williams: 7 ones, wlio, I grant you, was 3 

‘Christian. He tra aslatod ‘anid reproduced: in full 
the story of the + oq Christna;, his miraculous con- 
ception, his virg? n mother and grandmother, and all 
the rest of it. Under the term  Hemdan, “ the 
pleasant one,” the Persian Artemis, the learned Dr. 
Toman says, * I am now perfectily convinced that the 
Virgin with the Child of modern Christianity is the 
same indiv;jdua] as Artemis, Astate, Isis, Tanith, 
Milcom, ¢ to,» Again, he says, “ THe worship of the 
Virgin Mary is identical with the; adoration of 
Ishtar;'» In his Vocabulary, under the term Mary, i 
he * a^ys: “If there were any other evi lence required 
tO prove the identity of the modern Virgin and 
(b^d with the Ishtar of Babylon, the Ri of Assyria, 
‘thes Isis of Egypt, the Sara œf Hindostan, the Ceres 
It does not follow that because I have introduce, oʻi Greece, and the Venus of Cyprus, we should find 
the names of some forty saviors or demigods, in it in the style of ornaments ‘witich crowd the Rom- 
which some portions of the inhabitants of the “world ! ish churches on the continent; Amongst others, the 
have believed, I must prove that they all had a most conspicuous are the sun and moon in conjunc- - 
real existence, or that there are no discrer,ancies or | tion, precisely the same as we see them on the ancient 
disagreements in the stories pertaining to them. Jt| coins of Greece and Babylon, whe “ein the sun rep- 
does not follow, either, that becausa I mentioned | resents the triad of Mahadeva, arī the moon his 
the names of some sixteen saviors who were believed | natural consort.” He gives also numerous repre- 
to have been crucified I should absolutely prove|sentations of the Virgin and OCloild as found on 
that all were crucified. If I show that a part of|eylinders, sculptures, and temples « sf the ancients of 
them—even four, three, two, or one— were believed | various nationalities, showing a ma rked resemblance 
to have been crucified hundreds of years before the to our modern pictures of Virgina md Child. Under 
time of Jesus, I have accomplished what I under- the name Venus, he says: “The form of ber wor- 
took—I have proved my first proposition. I am ship is now shorn of much of its g rossness. Yet we 
not required to give the genealogy, history, and. all see, in the jargon talked about the Virgin Mary, 
the traditions of each of these myths. It would be and in the dedication of nuns to her honor, a Chris- . 
too tedious and voluminous for our ‘purpose. tianized paganism in honor of th« ; celestial goddess. 
Neither is it necessary to go into a full examination Venus, like Eve, Sara, Isis, an à J uno, represents 
of the old oriental religions with a view to tracing simply the idea of maternity. She is the great 
the resemblances or parallelisms between them and mother from whom all creation springs.” He then 
Christianity. If the dogmas and Saperstitions of gives the invocation to the godd ega from Lucretius, . 
the latter are shown to have hay a place in the which is very similar to the invocations of the 
former, it is all sufficient. If, however, you wish to church to the Virgin Mary. It ig oly necessary to 
enter into an examination of the ancient oriental say that Dr. Inman is among tb ve mo, t learned and 
religions, I will not object, Wut will suggest that the elaborate writers on the ancie m£ rahigions of the 
same will occupy much space and time. Remem- world. 
ber, I am not a champion or defender of any system ' It is unnecessary to speak ‘/urther-of the Virgin 
of religion. Ihave not undertaken to prove that Devaki, in Hindoo theology, ‘oeir.g i mpregnated by 
the old systems were perfect or better than the the god Vishnu and bearing the godi Christna. As 
new. I have not undertaken to prove that they that was fully reported by the Christian writer Sir 
were not full of faults and absurdities. Iregard all William Jones, you readily sccept; it. It is also 
religions 28 human productions, and think there isno needless to dwell further om (y, Egyptian Isis being 
system that has been adopted that has not borrowed impregnated by the go? Osiris and bearing the 
more or less from the older systems. Christianity Savior and redeemer Ho’ ais, This miyth is so prom- 
is certainly no exception to this rule. inent in all the works on ancient Egyptian mythol- 
That, the myth of Virgin and Child was held thou- ogy you will har? ty call it in question. That 
sands of years ago in many of the pagan systems, I Buddha was held t , Pave b een miraculously begot- 
will particularly refer you to Inman’s “Ancient ten on the person ofa virgin you don’t deny. It is 
Faiths,” volume i, pp. 33, 59, 74, 98-105, 159, 309, also unnecessar y to `a 2m repeat the long list of 
531, and 579; volume ii, pp. 254, 257, 397, ete, On demigods amd. sons oe ods by both celestial and 
the subject of the Celestial Virgin, in chapter viii, terrestrial fe males . Oe hil not deny that these 
volume i, he says : * With the triune male deity we were believ ed in me 2 hundreds of years before the 
find a single female associated. She is called by dawn ef Christianit q d Sir Clodfrey Higgins, a great 
various names, and many are the epithets she bears, Investigator on t) fe : subject of oriental religions 
She is called ‘The Virgin, conceiving and bringing says, ‘The belief in the immaculate coneeption as 
forth from her own inherent power. Now she is tended to every pation in the world." Again, he 
wife of Bel Nimrod, now of Asshur, and now of saps,“ The Sup reme First Cause was generally be- 
Nin. Then she is the Mother of all the Gods, the lieved to overst |adow, or, in some other mysterious 
Lady, the Queen. Her names are innumerable, m»nner, to im pre nate the mother of the God or 
She is Multa, Mulita, or Mylitta, or Enuta, Bilta, or’ personage” (+ jo .978). It was written of 
Bilta Nipruta, Ishtar, or the bright, pure bei, ; Pythagoras t' aat hia moher Pythais, 550 B.C., con- 
sometimes Ri, Alitta, Elissa, Beltis, Asb'oreth, ceived by a specter ór . ghost sent by the god 
Astarte, Saruka, or Saya, Nuna, Asurah. "the same Apollos, or the Sun. Ma lcolm, in his «History of 
great being is recognized elsewhere a, Athor, Dea, Persia,” giv seg the myth of ` Zoroaster being miracu- 
Syria, Artemis, Aphrodite, Tanith, Tanat, Rhea, lously bep otten by a divin ray. The mother of 
Pemeter, Ceres, Diana, Minerv», J uno, Venus, Isis, Ghengis Khan of Tartar claimed that she was 
Oybele, Seneb, or Sehen, Venus, Urania, Ge, Hera, miracule 3» 


iti : susly impregnat „v the aun-god, Ya, the 
As Anaitis she Is “The Mother of the Child,’ repro- Chines a Savior, or Fit. Mari was claimed to 


duced sgain as Isis and Horus, Devaki with have 'oeen begotten 
Christna, and Aurora with Memmon. [He gives Tius, Mex. it is oe tan almost every ancient 
cuts representing the Virgin and Child, or Mother nation had its miraeuloi isly-begotten son of God, 
and Child, as taken from the different nationalities.] ar.d generall y of a virgin mother, and that some of 
In modern times she reappears as the Virgin Mary tae nations had several o t them it will be seen that 
and her Son. There was Ishtar of Nineveh, and the writer of the gospel ascribed to Matthew had 
Ishtar of Arabela, just as there are now Marie de. ample data upon which to get up his imperfect 
Loretto and Mariede la Garde. She was the Queen dream story of the Holy Ghost and Mary, as well as 
of Recundity, of Fertility; Queen of the Lands; the had the author of Luke { ‘or his vision and interview 
Beginning of Heaven and Earth ; Queen of all the between Gabriel and } fary. But, unfortunately, 
ods ; Goddess of War and Battle; the Holder of both those writers co mpletely destroy all they 
the Scepter; the Beginning of the Beginning ; the wished to gain by the st ory of à miraculous concep- 
One Great Queen ; the Queen of the Spheres ; the tion of the Virgin Mar ; and the deific paternity of 
Virgo of the Zodiac: the Celestial Virgin ; Time, Jesus, for in giving hi 3 genealogy they explicitly 
in whose Womb. all things are Born. She figures in make him to be the son of Joseph. If they told the 
many Ways, and especially as a nude woman carry- truth in this, their dre: 4m and vision stories are not 
ing a babe in her. arms, a group which, if draped,’ worth a straw. One or the other was certainly 
would, pass current to-day as ‘the Virgin and Child’. untrue; Jesus could nc yt have been the son of both 
oman Catholic country. po (Conciud © gå on page 004.) l 


use it two or three times). If all the names applied 
to Jehovah, Jesus, ete., were used; it might appear 
“slovenly” to some, but it would hardly be a 
proper term, perhaps, to apply to the catalogue. If 
in speaking of Jesus I should sometimes say Christ, 
the Redeemer, the Messiah, the Anointed, Emanuel, 
the Prince of Peace, the Sun of Righteousness, the 
Lion of the Tribe of Judah, Wonderful, Counselor, 
the Bridegroom, the Lamb of God, the Captain of 
our Salvation, Son of God, or the Son of Man, 
would you deem it specially “slovenly?” . In 
copying the names from any given writer, it is prob- 
ably well to take the same names he uses, whether 
it is Sakia Muni or Buddha, Alcides or Hercules, 
Thammuz or Adonis, and so on. For our argu- 
ment, also, it matters very little whether all the 
saviors which the world has believed in were cruci- 
fied or not, or whether the mothers of them were all 
virgins or not. As I remarked in my last letter, 
there are certainly enough of them; you can throw 
out fully balf and still have enough left. 

'The first proposition I attempt to prove is that 
the idea of virgin and child was not original with 
Christianity, that the belief of God having a son by 
an earthly female was not first devised by Chris- 
tians and that the dogmas, rites, sacraments, and 
ceremonies as held to and used by Christians were 
believed in and used by pagans huudreds of years 
before. If Ihave not yet proved this, I trust I will 
be able to do so before we are done with the subject. 


yu 


,Antg,& pasty of rings, back-pay grabbers, thieves, salary- 


` to mental.liberty,-as-to,hope to get my right by hugging to 
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uoo. rr The Political Situation.. 
."To.-yug/EpITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav read 
. With moch interest your editorial in Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
‘of July 47h on the present’ political aspect, and the desig- 
“nating of.the:party for Which you will cast your ballot. I 
am glad 4o.see. you thüs-fránk, and honor you for s0 braye 
Sud fearless an expréselon of your views. Why not an 
editor talk sight, ont What he believes on politics, religion, 
-and all other subjects? “It is a shame that all editors cannot 
_thus talk-tg their pitrons and still retain their patronage 
and good will, Are we never to hav full freedom of opin- 
 iom.without condemnation and abuse? How many editors 
,in „Opr country, conductors of public journals, dare to 
express themsely# fully upon all subjects, and could then 
‘retain. the patronage of their readers? You can almost 
“count; them’ on ‘your finger-ends. This is a crying shame, 
` and a‘diegrate t6 American journalism. On the other hand, 
- ati editor is most frequently arbitrary, and will not tolerate 
"Opinions fror ike patrons of his paper if they differ widely 
from his o yn.'^ Aud so you can almost count the editorg in 
‘this country: oà'your fipger-ends who will publish the opin- 
“fous bf their patrons if they differ radically from those of 
- the editors. “This is all wrong, both.ways. The editor of 
. & public journal and his patrons should be as a school, in 
whith -all-are> trying to learn from one another—neither 
` teacher nor: pupils being infallible. If I could see things 
| thréugh thé same political spectacles that our worthy editor 
-weata; then.of course I should vote for the Democratic 
party. "Unfortunately, perhaps, I do not look through the 
same political glasses. 
..We all desire. the same end, but in the method for its 
"accomplishment we differ. I was Republican until I began 
‘to seethe ériminal mismanagement of our finances by that 
party, and the ,stealings they were committing on every 
hand, and the legislation they were enacting in favor of the 
rich .as-against-the honest laboring poor of our country. 
Mr. Editor, ygu hav truly said, ‘‘The Republican party in 
i fits early-days did a good work, and maintained the cause of 
.Jiberty for-all; but for the last ten years it has degenerated 


` -| my bosom or voting for either of the old political parties. 
The church and both the old political parties dre a dead 
weight on all. liberty, all justice, all progress, and all hu- 
manity, and the sooner we cease hugging these old dead 
weights to our bosoms the better. As for myself, I expect 
to be in the minority until the people are educated up to my 
standpoiat. We chafe very mucb, I know, at the slow 
progress we seem to be making; but what better can we do 


possible, and bide our time till the right shall triumph? For 
my part, I see no better way. We want our rights very 
badly, I admit, and we grow impatient; but certainly it 
would not be wise to'look to present success that would 
only result in future defeat. . 

Why belong to and work for & political.party that is dia- 
metrically opposed to all our views, rights, and interests 
any more than to unite with the church that is crushing our 
liberties ? And how much worse is it to be deprived of our 
religious liberty than our industrial liberty, which both the 
old parties are depriving us of ? s . 

Just as well be a slave to the church as a slave to mam- 
mon. We might as well be without religious liberty as 
without bread or the chance to earn it. I own I would take 
the loaf of bread first, and feel that that would sustain me 
until I could break the other chains that bound me. I would 
say, Firat of al), giv our people bread, or a patch of earth 
from which to raise it, for thousands and tens of thousands 
are starving to death to-day in this and other countries, 
Then let us not support parties that deny the people the 
natural right to the earth, the right to cultivate it, and the 
right to liv by the fruit of their toil, as our two old parties 
are doing to-day, crushing the laborer into the earth on 
every hand, and grinding them beneath the heel of oppres- 
sion. 

The Greenback party is a new party, and one of progress 
and of growth and Liberal tendencies, and one that we can 
mold into representativ proportions—representing all our 
advanced ideas and material interests. Shall we not take 
hold of it, then, while it is yet as ‘‘ potter's clay” in the 
hands of the workers, and make it a success. by which we 
can secure both mental and material liberty ? 

Brush Creek, Kansas, R. E. LAFETRA, 

e 


The Postal Laws. 

To TRE EDITOR oF THe TRUTH SEEKEB, Sir; The edi- 
torial, ‘‘ Politics for Liberals,” in THE TRUTH SEEKER of 
July 17th charges the Republican party with enacting pos- 
tal laws that permit espionage of the mails, interfere with 
freedom of the press, and permit the conviction of innocent 
men. H 

The importation of indecent and obscene prints and 
publications was prohibited in the twenty-eighth section of 
the act of Congress of August 30, 1842, regulating customs. 
The Whig party was then in power. This statute was 
amended in 1857, under a Democratic administration, pro- 
bibiting the entry of any package containing obscene articles. 
The packages were also subject to condemnation by decree 
of court. This Jaw did not recognize the right of citizens 
to import obscene books, prints, or engravings. The rev- 
enue officers were empowered to search for and seize them, 
The. same provisions are contained in the revised statutes. 
The Republican party in retaining these provisions stood by 
the old landmarks, and left with the United States courts 
the power to adjudge and condemn to destruction all ob- 
scene importations. 

Is this à violation of the Constitution? Is this one reason 
why Liberals should ally themselvs with the Bourbons of 
the Democratic party? 

These statutes were the forerunners of the postal laws 
against mailing obscene publications. Congress deemed 
whatever was too indecent to be imported was not to be 
carried in the maila The mail system had grown in mag- 
nitude, and from the carriage of letters and papers it had 
been extended to permitting books and other parcela to be 
carried. . j 

The first enactment against obscene publications. being 

mailable is the act of March 3, 1865, which provided: “That 
no obscene book, pamphlet, picture, print, or other publica- 
tion of a vulgar or indecent character shall be admitted into 
the mails of the United Siates,” and imposed a maximum 
was the fri penalty of five hundred dollars fine or one year’s imprison- 
most, certainly not voté for General Weaver, and thus help | ment for knowingly depositing such publications in the 
mail, 
i This provision was incorporated in the revised postal law 
. ing voté D: of June 8, 1872, and further amended by the act of March 
ifferesce how hóhest-and capable the candidate may be | 3, 1873, which extended the scope of this act in regard to 
i articles designed to produce abortion, and increased the 
limit of the penalties, " 

The justice of these provisions is to be determined by the 
right of a government to prohibit the circulation of obscene 
matter or articles within its limits. If a state can do this 
without infringing on the inherent rights of free speech and 
a free press, the United States can do so too. The United 
States has not passed a general law making it a crime to 
publish and circuiate obscene publications, but has simply 
declared them to be uaimportable and unmailable, and im- 
posed penalties for importing or mailing them. $ 

Mailable matter subject to letter postage, whether obscene 
or not, is carefuily guarded from inspection, search, or 
seizure. The law makes no difference between the means 
not'intend to-vóte forthe-church because it is popular and |to be used to detect the sending of an obscene book paying 
numeriddlly strong.: Then;svby adopt s different principle | letter postage and the sending of-an obscene letter. These 
in régard> to political, parties? Why support a political | amendments of 1873 and 1876 did not confer any new power 
party that ie working, agains} the dearest rights and liberties | upon postmasters and epecial agents over mailable matter. 
of our people: and (he uppuilding of humanity any more | Comstock obtained no increased authority under them to 
than to-work for the ehyrch that is doing the same thing ? | search the mails, either in post-offices or on post routes. 

For my part Ircan,sea.no difference. I would just as soon} How, then, can it be said that these amendments hav 
ally myself. with, the,church, and hug it to my bosom, with | imperiled civil liberty? Anthony Comstock has no legal 
the hope .that I would in'some mysterious way get my right | authority to open a mail bag, detain the United States mail, 
or any publications which hay gone into the mail, for the 


* inereagerg, swindlere, panderers to the church, monopolista, 
and robbers,” Every word of that is true, and a hundred 
-times more could be said of the derelictions of the Repub- 
„ican. party. But'you say: ''Aá regards the two parties, 
„there is not much "difference in their honor and trustworthi- 
ness. Both will doubtless do all the stealing they can with- 
‘out being detected.” Now, I ask, if your statement is true 
in regard to tHe ‘Democratic party, and it undoubtedly is, 
how much better off will we be if we should vote for that 
party and elevate it into power? It could doubtless be no 
Wiórke; is you'sky, but would it-be any better? Wẹ all 
understand how you and others hav suffered at the bands of 
the Republican. party, and our indignation is at a white 
heat, but Would ‘the Democrats do any, better? I own I 
cannot. see-it in that light, The Democratic party, for the 
last twenty-five yedrs,'has been arrayed against all liberty, 
' progress, humanity, and reform. 

You might just as well, in my humble opinion, expect 
for yourself and other Infidels justice, mercy, and fair- 
dehibi£at the hands of the church as from either of the old 
political parties. You will find that both the old parties 
are wedded to the church and to mammon, and, like the 
churches themselvs, they don’t care so much for the religion 
—only for the influence it giva—as they do for the ‘‘al- 
mighty dollar.” The Catholics are going to support Mr. 
Hancock, to a man, claiming that they hav the best of evi- 
dence that; Hancock will support their interests, and they 
certainly ought to, and most certainly do, know their man. 

You say that your sympathies are with the Greenbackers, 
put that they can accomplish nothing by running a separate 
ticket ; and you further say if you had money you would 
be willing to bet-that they would not carry a single state. 
Lam not of the betting kind, but feel quite certain you or 


for su 
I can : l 
Tt is said (hag thé ballot is an educator ; and when we 


up by a papier’ baltot ? and are you not throwing it away ? 
Way ndt Yote with! the ehurch, if you want to be on the 
winning side ? > You hav found it ‘rough sailing ” in the 
minóriy, ‘but notwithstandigg they hav imprisoned and 
tried every why to crush you, still you hav stood up bravely 
in your manhood and.integrity for mental freedom, and do 


M aes » 


than to stick to principle and ed-2ate the people as fast as | 


purpose of inquiring into the purity or impurity of the mail 
matter. He is not a postmaster. If he was, his right of 
examination would be confined, under 8$ 3881 and 3882, to 


matter not charged with letter postage, and. to the simple | 


purpose of ascertaining whether there is upon or connected 
with any such: matter anything which would authorize or 
require the charge of a higher rate of postage thereon. This 
| giv8 Mr. Comstock.no power whatever. . . 
In 1852 Congress authorized custom officers and special 
' agents of the post-office department, '' when instructed by 
the postmaster-general, to make examinatjons and seizures" 
- on vessels, and to search them for “ letters which may be on 
: board or hav been carried or transported contrary to law." 
It also provided for seizure and condemnation of packages 
in which letters were concealed. (10 Stat. U. S., pp. 140, 
141.) 

In the revision of June 8, 1872, the same provisions were 
extended to all post routes as well as to vessels, ag common 
carriers were prohibited from carrying letters in cars Or 
otherwise on any post route. United States marshals and 
deputies were also authorized to search for and se'zs pack- 
ages containing letters carried contrary to law, ($8 235, 286, 
237, Act, 1872) Section 299 of the same act provided that 
the postmaster-general, “by a letter of authorization under 
his own hand, to be filed among the records of his own 
department," may empower special agents or officers of the 
department ''to make searches for mailable matter trans- 
ported in violation of law" (17 Stats. 822). 

This section does not authorize them to search post- 
Officer, postal cars, or mail bags for unmailable matter, even 
though obscene, but to search the depots and vehicles of 
common carriers for mailable matter conveyed with intent 
to defraud the revenue. j 

Anthony Comstock has no jurisdiction over the mails of 
the United States by virtue of this section. He can hay no 
inquisitorial power under the laws of the United States. He 
is reduced to the lével of the common detectiv, and must 
employ their expedients if he attempts to detect the sending 
of obscene matter through the mails. He is the special 
agent of the Society for the Suppression of Vice, His 
searches and seizures must be made under the authority of 
the statutes of New York, which giv to that society one-half 
of the fines imposed through its instrumentality. All fines 
imposed under the postal laws of the United States are 


required to be paid into the Treasury. No premium is 


offered to informers. 

The statute. prohibiting sending obscene publications 
through the mails has been sustained in an opinion written 
by Judge Field, late a candidate before the Cincinnati Oon- 
vention, and as ardent an advocate of state rights as any 
member of his party. 

I cannot see that a change of party administration will 
effect a change in the postal laws. If Comstock is stripped 
of his power under the state lawe, he will be shorn of his 
"power to spy upon the liberty of the press. Repeal the 
charter of the society he represents, and his prestige is at 
an end. He will hav the same right and power which 
belong to any other citizen, and no more. f 

The. Democrats hav had the House in three congresses. 
They passed the amendatory law of 1876, and hav not only 
refused to repeal or modify the postal laws, but havin com- 
mittee treated contemptuously the hundreds of thousands 
of citizens who petitioned for amendment or repeal. For 
neatly four years the post-office department has been admin- 
istered by the Christian Democrat Judge Key, who has 
enforced the law according to what may justly be deemed 
the Democratic plan. To desert the Republican or Green- 
back parties and support Hancock without question is un- 
wise. It will not protect liberty of the press nor brea 
down Bourbonism in the church or the state. — 

, W. 8, Buss, 
The Modern Inquisition. 


SYNOPSIS OF A LECTURE DELIVERED BY MRS. H. 8, LAKE, 
BEFORE THE LIBERAL SOCIETIES OF CLINTON AND 
MAQUOKETA, IOWA, ON THE OCOARION OF THE RELEASE 
OF MR. BENNETT. 


I hav thought that it would be unpardonable of me as a 
public expounder of Liberal thought, and of you as believ- 
era, to some extent, in those principles, if I should let the 
opportunity pass of directing the attention of the community 
and fixing more firmly in your own minds the fact that we 
hav here, in this boasted land of freedom, a gigantic system 
of religious intolerance, 


The opportunity of which I speak has arisen out of the 


fact that within the last three days—é. e., on Thursday, the 
29ih—a victim of the Young Men's Christian Inquisition 
was released from a thirteen-months’ imprisonment in a 
Christian penitentiary. . 

We' who hav never been incarcerated in a dungeon, fed 
upon prison fare, clad in convict garb, and made to march 
with felons, can hardly realize what this old man has en- 
dured during the thirteen months passed, in which he has 
been ghut from the blessed breezes of heaven, Separated from 
friends, and deprived of the privilege of earning an honest 
livelihood in an occupation eminently agreeable and well 
adapted to him. 

And because he has endured all this for the purpose of 


enlarging the privileges of his kind, and of augmenting our . 


personal liberty, it is not only fitting and appropriate, but it 
is eminently our duty, to celebrate his release by intorming 
ourselys upon the character, influence, and work of the 


power which imprisoned him, and the objecta which are 


thus sought to be attained. 

Its character is like that of its parent, the church; its 
influence is far-reaching, like hers, and its object is to im- 
pose upon the people that system of morals which it holds 
to be conduciv to human welfare, even though that object 


lis secured by torture and tyranny. The better to accomplish, 


'. tional, [Here the speaker introduced & summary of Mr. 
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Why is this? It is because justice is lacking in the Rus- land coming generations shall rise up to call us blessed. 


its purposes, it has organized a Vice Society, and put into S 
sian government, and because the people believe there are Yours for truth, justice, and good government, 


the field an agent who has full power, authorized by the 


government, to enter the post-office and open the mail, to |better systems than those of autocracy, and they are deter- .F. F. FOLLET, 
enter publishing houses, or newspaper offices, or artiste’ gal- | mined to find them out. And I pray they may succeed, Ch. Ex, Sub, Com., Ill. 
— 


though the czar's palace be blown into ten thousand frag: 
ments, and the czar— well, let him retire to private life 
amid his starving peasantry. 

Look at France and Germany, with their suppressed 
journàls and condemned political offenders! Well, all these 
measures are a Confession of weakness; they emphasize the 
fact that they cannot bear the agitation of thought, just as 
the imprisonment of Mr. Heywood and Mr. Bennett indi- 
cate the fact that the Christian Inquisition fears our social 
system will go down with a free discussion of its merits. 
But, with the cry, ‘‘ Every man his own priest,” the tide is 
rising, and setting with tremendous force against orthodox 
religion, orthodox politics, and orthodox sosial creeds; and 
when D. M. Bennett came out of prison, had you listened 
with your spiritual ears, you would hav heard a sound like 
many waters—it was the mighty murmur of thousands of 
souls declaring that inquisition, and assassination even, can 
not prevent the march of human minds toward truth and 
liberty. f 


,leries, or dwellings, where he may claim he has reason to 
believe what he denominates vice exists, and rudely to seize 
the property, and hurry off the owner to court and to trial. 
If this is not a Christian Inquisition, pray tell me what. it is? 

I know that this is done by and under the sanction of law, 
but I propose to prove to you that the law is unconstitu- 


Sexual Intemperance.—No. 6. 


I think the Freelovers hav taken one extreme and tha 
‘* Alphaites" the other. I hope to keep the happy mean ` 
between the two. Sexual indulgence is, like all other in- 
toxicants, alluring, tempting, and dangerous to trifle with. ; 
Touch not, taste not, is the only safe rule. Why musta 
couple here and a couple there be licensed to cohabit for 
pleasure and all the rest be debarred. If the practice ba 
healthful, right, aud proper, it should be free to all. There 
should be no starved thousands as therefaow are. Old maids, 
bachelors, widows, and widowers—all young unmarried 
péople—sailors and their wives, and all whose occupation 
demands absence and separation for months and years at & 
time, are compelled and enforced celibates by law. Ani- 
mals indulge only for procreation. Is man above or below 
an animal in this ? And parents who liv hygienic lives can 
only indulge now and then a month or so out of a year. 
Many women bear children every year, or at least every two 
years, and allowing a month or two for conception, then 
she becomes unfit for further indulgence as long as she- 
nurses her child. All through pregnancy and lactation the 
true hygenic mother must bea celibate, and therefore the 
husband is compelled to be one or to hav more than one 
wife. Prevention of conception would remedy this some- 
what, but it ia unnatural though far better than unwelcome 
parentage. 

Alphaites do not advocate sleeping together for the mar- 
ried. Separate beds are most healthful for every one, 
Each person should hav a personal bed, bedding, and 
especially pillow. These are as essential as peraonal 
clothes or personal face-towels. The effete cast-off matter 
of one individual should never bo absorbed by another, 
therefore separate beds as a general rule is demanded as a 
necessity of personal purity. Pure, true love is not natur- 
ally sensual, yor are all Freelovers at the opposit extreme 
of alphaism. I know many of this class who are practical 
alphaites, The. firat Freelovers I became acquainted with 
were believers in non-sexual intercourse save for procrea- 
tion. This was twenty years ago. Then I thought it un- 
natural, ascetic, etc. Now I know they were right, and 
that abstinence (for pleasure) is the only true, safe, and 
right rule of action. But with perverted passions and in- 
'ulged appetites, with ages and ages of abnormal practices, 
the feelings and desires are no rule or guide. Remember 
the perpetuation of the species is the one great object of all 
organized existences. How to grow nobler, better, and 
higher intelligences is the point. Allelse should bend to 
this {desired end. We want truth and fact. The doctrin 
of continence may seem cold, dry, barren, and austere, but 
if it has right, truth, and good for its finality, we must plead 
for its acceptance, The belief in beautiful heavens peopled 
with pure and happy spirits, grand, noble, and powerful 
gode, and all conceivable joys and blisses Surrounding them, 
was 8 hard thing to giv up. We hated to set all these aside 
for the cold, empty nothingness of annihilation of personal 
identity, but when convinced that truth lay there we cast 
aside the delusion and accepted the inevitable. There can 
be no ** happy mean " between a right and a wrong, and I 
take the ground that strict continence save for procreation, 
the true demand of’ nature, and the only road to real health 
and happiness. This alone will prevent misbegotten chi). 
dren and undesired and enforced maternity as well ag 
licensed prostitution in marriage and out of marriage, and 
the whole enormous train of sexual evils, crimes, and hor 
rors. 

Very few hav thought up or read up on this all-important 
question, and therefore it is that 80 many are living in 
wrong and know it not. 

Standing on what t00 long we bore, 
With shoulders bent and downcast eyes, 
We may discern—unseen before— 
A path to higher destiniés,— Longfellow. 
EniMINA DRAKE SLRNEKERB. 

Snowville, Va., July 4, 1880. 
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Sexual Temperance. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Mrs. 
Elmina D. Slenker, in TuE TRUTH SEEKER Of July 24th, 
begins an article on sexusl intemperance in these words: 
“You who plead for ‘moderate indulgence,’ ‘a happy 
medium,’ or & ‘ natural desire,’ must remember that every 
indulgence diverts vital power from the brain, and vital 
principles from the blood, and continued excesses weaken, 
the whole system, mental and bodily. Also sexual in- 
temperance is the one prolific cause of female diseases 
and Weaknesses, including cancers, tumors, abcesses, 
etc.” Now I think Mrs. Slenker will find that the cause of 
female diseases and weaknesses of the generativ organs are 

E result of other causes. Every stomach-full of food 


Wakeman's argument against the law.] Methinks if Jeffer- 
son, Franklin, Washington, and Paine—all those intrepid 
founders of a government which was declared as “in no 
sense founded on the Christian religion"—I say methinks if 
they could stand on this. platform to-night they would de- 
nounce, with irresistible fervor, the baseness and tyranny 
which, under a pretext of serving the cause of purity, has 
heaped upon us, as & people, a most monstrous and damna- 
ble injustice. . 

The fact is, my friends, if we are to hav a United States 
censor over the public mails, we may as well shut up our 
halls and go home, and surrender ourselvs and the commu- 
nity to this merciless Christian Inquisition. But as I take.it 
that this is just exactly what many of us do not. intend to 
do, I may as well proceed to lay before you some further 
ideas involved in the passage of this postal law. They are 
ideas which are daily coming before the people in every con- 
ceivable form, and which we may as well face and ‘get used 
to now as at any other time. Has a portion of the commu- 
nity: a right to declare what is moral and what is immoral, 
and force another portion, through its tool, the government, 
to accept that definition? 

Let us look this matter square in the face, through the 
medium of a few illustrations. 

Here is my Jewish friend; he livs, we willsay, in Russia— 
and, by the way, this isno imaginary case—and Russia, with 
her hand on a saber, saye, ‘Government has a right to de- 
clare that you shall not be a Jew!” and s0 the Jew, to es- 
cape punishment, turns hypocrit, abjures Jehovah, and calls 
himself a Christian. Are-you willing to affirm that old 
Russia is justified in this ? Not oue of you, 

Well, we are, we will say, in Turkey—and there weshould 
be known as Christian Infidel—and Turkey says, ' Die, 
Christian dog, or confess that Allah is God, and Mohammed 
his prophet!” What then? Shall we renounce our convic- 
tions, and call this intolerance justice? 

Or we are in Utah, in the palmy days of the saints, and 
in some lonely spot weencounter che Danites, and they say, 
`“ Acknowledge that God is the Lord, and Joe Smith his 
prophet, or we will speedily put an end to your heresies !"' 
Shall we therefore meekly acquiesce, and call this right and 
liberty ? 

Or, twelve years later, we hav become Mormons, and 
still in Utah; a U, 8. marshal, armed with the authority of 
the United States, says, '' God's will, as expressed through 
Joe Smith, was a lie, and we demand that you abandon 
your plural wives!" Do you call that justice and liberty ? 

Or we are in Massachusetts, and we write au essay on 
marriage, and are told that that institution is an outcome of 
the Christian religion, and that if we hav and express any 
heterodox opinions concerning it, we must go to jail Is 
this right or justice ? i 

Or we emigrate to California, turn Chinaman, and are 
told that Joss must depart, and we must abandon our idola. 
Is this your boasted American liberty ? 

Nay, friends, this is all monstrous injustice, as, terrible 
and as destructiv to intellectual progress as was the tyranny 
of George III. to political progress when he demanded the 
thirteen colonies to pay duty to keep the royal paupers of 
Great Britain in purple and fine linen. Let us wake up! 
Surely the spirit of the Revolution is not utterly extin- 
guished; surely we are all ready to brand. with scorn and 
contempt unutterable, any man, or any woman, who will 
assist, for one moment, in depriving his fellow, whether 
white or black, rich or poor, Jew, Mormon, Christian, 
Spiritualist, "Materialist, Socialist, Chinaman, or anybody 
else, of the rights which he claims for himself. i 

Friends, we sleep. As Patrick Henry said, ‘‘ We lie 
supinely on our backs, while the enemy of liberty binds us 
hand and foot." He has added to eur burdens of taxation 
by exempting the churches of some other persons’ Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ; by imposing chaplains upon us ; 
he has enslaved us with Sabbath laws, and demanded that 
we adopt the Christian code of morality; and lastly he has 
denied us the use of the mails to transmit our heterodox 
literature. 

But I remember that Wendell Phillips, in a burst of in- 
dignation, once said, ‘It is honorable to break bad laws, 
and such law-breaking history records and God blesses |" 
And if we can prove, as I think we hav, that this postal 
law is à bad law, then D. M. Bennett, instead of being a 
eriminal, is à hero and a martyr. ‘ 

The crying need of the age is honesty. I don’t mean 
honesty in dollars and cents, though we need an immense 
increase of that, even; but I mean honesty of thought, 

. honesty of purpose, honest dealing with ourselvs. This is 
exactly what the Christian Inquisition is determined to 
prevent. It ia, determined to protect God from the doubts 
of Atheists, and men and women from a discussion of their 
relations to each other, 

Do you want to know when the position of an individual 


Disappointed, but Not Discouraged. 


To TRE EDITOR oF Tae TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: About 
three ‘weeks since I sent you, through the hands of Bro. 
Green, an article for Taz TRUTH SEEKER appealing to the 
Liberals of the state of Illinois, and, in fact, to all who are 
interested in seeing the Liberal League movement advance 
in the state of Illinois, and I hav been very much disap- 
pointed at not seeing it appear in either of the past two 
issues of THE TnuTEH BESKER., I sent a similar appeal to 
Mind and Matter three days later, which appeared in the 
issue of July 3d, but as yet I hav got to receive my first 
three-cent stamp to help me ia this important work; how- 
ever, I am not discouraged, and am willing to spend my last 
three cents for stamps and stationary in order to help along 
the League movement. Butit does seem to me that those 
Liberals and Freethinkers who are blessed with an abun- 
dance of this world’s goods might extend to me a little aid 
inthis work. A little from each would make a fund that 
would enable me to do a good deal for the cause in the state 
of Illinois, ` i : . 

.But in the mean time, as long as the little money I hav or 
am able to earn holds out, I will send to any one who will 
address me in regard to the organization of auxiliary. Lib- 
eral Leagues an application for charter and full instructions 
howto proceed in order to organiza auxiliary Liberal 
Leagues, and also a copy of the National Liberal League 
Constitution. 

Come, friends of the Liberal cause, let us take hold of this 
League movement like men and women, and we shall ad- 
vance the cause of humanity more than can be done in any 
other way. 

Bro. Bennett, I fully indorse your editorial in the issue of 
July 8d on “The Political Situation." It is right to the 
point, and should be carefully read and re-read by every 
reader of your paper. : 

Many of our Liberal friends will continue to poiat to the 
precedent set by the Abolitionist party forty years ago as 
something that the Liberals of to-day should pattern after. 
But there is no adequate comparison to be found in the two 
issues. When the Abolitionist party started there were but 
two other parties in this country, and they were as firmly 
set to their separate issues as are the serried ranks of 
two contending armies, and the antislavery party could gain 
no encouragement or help from either of them, and they had 
no alternativ left but to make a separate party founded on 
better principles than were represented by either of the other 
great contending parties. 

But such is not the case to-day. The Liberal element of 
our country is receiving recognition from both of the other 
parties, and by a judicious selection of our candidates for 
office this fall I verily believe we can accomplish more than 
the antislavery party.did during the first twenty years of its 
existence. Let us not be governed too much by precedent; 
it is not always the best thing to do. Truly did Thomas 
Paine say, in his ‘‘ Rights of Man,” that "every sge and 
generation must be as free to act for itself in all cases as the 
ages and generations which preceded it." And again he 
says, ‘‘ Every generation is and must be competent to all the 
purposes which its occasions require." This is sound logic, 
and it never was more applicable than it is at this time in 
regard to the proper action to be taken by the Liberal voters 
at the coming fall elections. Let us therefore examin closely 
the men of the dominant parties (platforms amount to but 
little in binding men elected to office in these days; they are 
becoming very much like men of straw, placed in cornfields 
to scare the birds) and let us select such men as will be most 
likely to represent our principles. Let the executiv com. 
mitteeman of each state investigate and ascertain as far as 
possible who are the best men, and when he has done so let 
him make this investigation known through the Liberal 
press, and in this way we can make the Liberal vote tell bet- 
ter at the coming election than we can in any other way. 
Now, for instance, I know one, the nominee on the Demo- 
cratic ticket for state treasurer of the state of Illinois. He 
is a man whom I can recommend, and before the November 
election occurs I will giv my reasons for recommending 
him. And in the mean time I will try as far as possibie to 
ascertain the qualifications of all the other nominees. for 


diverts vital force for a time, but only to return again with 
new force for the brain, Why will we never understand 
that man givs to woman food in every sex act where there 
is temperance and perfect adaptability. It isa physiological 
fact that man loses his seed something like once every 
month, and that too in health. Sexual teetotalism would 
be no better than what we hav now. But I think temper- 
ance and adaptability would bring harmony, and from that 


or government is weak ? It is when he, or it, fears the can- | state offices. And to this end I would urgently request all condition we soon get health. i : 
did discussion of that position. : ; the Liberals of the state of Illinois who are personally ac-| Janzen, Mish, g W: E. CHoaTE, M.D. — 
_ As an illustration, look at Russia, with her special police, | quainted with the different nominees on the state tickets of —— 9 9——————— : 


the different parties to write me as to their qualifications, 
and more especialy as to how they stand as regards the 
Liberal League platform. Now, Liberals and Freethinkers 
of these United States, let ua be awake to our duty this fall, 


A MASSACHUSETTS MAN—nO living, to be sure, but who 
expects to die—has made a will in which hé bequeaths one 
dollar to each man, woman, and child who attends hig 
funeral. 


` prohibiting the press and preventing free speech. Look at 
the horrible state enginery by which she arrests and trans- 
ports to Siberia and the islands of the gea thousands of her 
suffering subjects! 
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(Continued from page 501.) 
Joseph and the Holy Ghost ; and if Matthew and 
Luke are guilty of falsehood in either case, their 
testimony is valueless all around. Your particular 
attention is called to this. 

As to the old belief in the crucifixion of saviors 
and demigods, it seems hardly necessary to occupy a 
great deal of space about it. To begin with the Hin- 
doo savior, Christna, we have the authority of Sir 
William Jones that he was fastened to a tree at the 
time of his death. Moor, in his “ Hindoo Pantheon,” 
explicitly states that he was crucified on a cross. 
Higgins does the same. The French writer, Guig- 
niant, in his “Religion of the Ancients,” testifies 
that he was nailed to a tree. At Mathura, in India, 
js a rock temple, in the form of a cross, commemó- 
rating the death of Christna. It is also inscribed in 
the rock relating to the death of the Lord and 
Savior, Christna, who atoned for the sins of the 
world by “pouring out his blood as a propitiatory 
offering ™ while stretched upon the cross. In view 
of this it is not strange that Wiseman should have 
said, * Can we be surprised that the enemies of our 
holy religion should seize upon this legend as con- 
taining the original of our gospel history ?” 

As to Guatama, or Sakia Muni, the Buddha, 
different accounts come down to us as to the man- 
ner of his death; one that he died a natural death 
of old age, another that he was crucified by an arrow 
being driven through his body into a tree—the 
arrow at right angles with the tree, forming the 
cross. How much importance is to be attached to 
this account I will not pretend to say. That sucha 
story had currency is, however, true. 

That Thammuz, of Syria, was believed to have 
been crucified I refer you to Ctesais, author of 
« Persika,” believed to have been written 400 B.C. 
The poet has commemorated his memory in rhyme, 
thus: i 

“ Trust, ye saints, your Lord restored, 
Trust yein your risen Lord, 


For the pains which Tbammuz endured 
Gur salvation have procured.” 


I refer you for an account of it to Higgins’ “ An- 
acalypsis," vol. i, p. 246. 

Wittoba of Telingonese, another savior who was 
believed to have been crucified, is also described by 
Higgins, who says, ‘‘He is represented in his history 
with nail-holes in his hands and the soles of his 
feet.” 

Jao, of Nepaul, was another crucified savior. 
the mention of him see Gorgius, p. 202. 

Hesus, the Savior of the Druids, is described by 
Higgins as having been crucified. between two 


For 


: Jambs, and this eight hundred years before Jesus. 


Quexalcote, the Mexican Savior, according to the 
Mexican Antiquities” (vol. vi, p. 166), was repre- 
sented by the paintings of Codex Borginarius, as 
nailed to the cross. Two thieves were represented 
as crucified with him. Other accounts have it that 
this god was crucified in the heavens, while another 
still has it that he was represented as hanging, hold- 
ing a cross in his hands. This is held to have taken 
place nearly six hundred years before Christianity be- 
Game a system. 

' [CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK. ] 


Political. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER. Sir: I wish to 
giv my views as to who the Liberals shall vote for for presi- 
dent this fall. I am a Liberal Leaguer, a labor-reformer, 
and a Greenbacker, and I shall be true to my principles and 
vote for Gen. Weaver. I see that Messrs. Bennett, Wake- 
man, Leland, Greer, and others recommend that we vote for 
Gen. Hancock. I would like very much to accomodate these 
brother Liberala, but I can’t do it. They tell us we must try 
and defeat the Republican party this fall, to which I say, 
Amen, But, gentlemen, how can I giv up my labor-reform 
and Greenback principles, and vote for the enemies of frec- 
dom, justice, and right? 

I would ack, in the language of Charles Sumner, who, 
when asked if he would obey the Fugitive Slave law, in- 
quired, ‘‘Is thy servant & dog that he should do this thing?" 

In 1854, when I came to this country, the two politieal 
parties were Know Notbings and Democrats. The Know 
Nothings were.for freeing the slaves and the Democrats 
were defending the rights of foreigners, I was a little puz- 
zled which party to join, for I believed in the principles of 
both parties. But I finally concluded to join the Know 
Nothings. I ssid, You may deprive me of the franchise, but 
I must go for liberating the slaves. And so I now conclude, 
You may deprive me of my religious rights, bat I must go 
for the rights of the Jaborer and the destruction of the money 
rings. I can understand how & Liberal and a Republican 
ean agree to vote the Democratic ticket and vice versa. What 
i8 the difference between them ? they are both hard-money 
men, they both believe in the national bank swindle All 
the difference I can see is the Democrats hav not passed the 
Comstock laws nor put Libers] editors in prison. This 
reminds me of a definition I once heard given of the differ 
ence between rheumatism and the gout, and this is the differ- 
ence, To put your finger in a vice and ecrew it up until you 
could not bear it any longer was defined as rheumatism; and 
then to giv another screw after that was the gout. ] 

The Democrats would giv us rheumatism, but Republi- 
canism would be another screw after. The Republican 
party is governed by the orthodox church on religious ques- 
tione, and would, if it could, put God in the Constitution. 
In tue labor and finance question it is governed by the 
moneyed men in the party. It is the slave and tool of the 
national banks. And the Democratic party is but very little 
better; the moneyed men rule that party too, while the Green- 
back party is the reform, the labor, and the workingmen’s 


_ party, I can no more vote for the Republican or Demo- 


| cratic party than William Lloyd Garrison could hav voted 
for the slavery party in his day. : 
Let me remind Messrs. Wakeman and Leland that the 
principles of the political party organ:zed at Cincinnati a 
year ago by the members of the Nationa! Liberal League is 
almost identical with the Greenback platform, and I repeat 
tbat I cannot see how a Liberal and reformer can vote with 
either.of those corrupt parties. I must say that I cannot 
vote for Hancock, and 1 will not, and that’s an end to it. 
Cambridge, Mass , J. B. VERITY. 


REPLY.—As our good friend Mr. Verity seems to regard 
the question of Greenbacks as the most important of all 
others, we readily admit that he and everybody else should 
vote just according to their convictions. We do not regard 
greenbacks asthe only or the greatest question before the 
American people. Te us liberty is before greenbacks. We 
feel that by-the party in power liberty in this country has 
been struck a deadly blow, and that for this that same party 
should be taught a lesson it will not forget. Power 
should be taken from its hands for atime. It should under- 
stand that the Liberals of this country will: every time put 
the heel of condemaation on any party which attempts in 
any way to wrongtully deprive the people of their liberties 
and their rights. This has been outrageously perpetrated 
in the passage and execution of the Comstock laws, and we 
think Liberals should not forget it nor disregard it. Love 
of party should not rise superior to love of liberty and 
right. Without liberty and the preservation of the guaran- 
tees of the Constitution, greenbacks will not prove an 
unfailing panacea. Liberty and right first, and greenbacks 
afterwards. 

It is not that the Democrats are more lovely than other 
parties, but it is that a Republican Congress, Republican 
courts, and a Republican President hav committed a crime 
against Liberty and against the Liberals of the United 
Stater, for which they deserve condign punishment. The 
Democratic party is perhaps no better than the R3publicane, 
but they are the instrument now within our reacb, and the 
Only instrument, with which we can punish and defeat the 
guuty Republicans, We should not forget the wrongs that 
hav been done us, and this is the year in which they:should 
be redressed.. 

Greenbacks are very desirable; we prize them for all 
they are worth, and often wish we had a larger stock of 
them. We also believe the Greenback party is the party of 
reform, but evidences are plentiful that demagogs and 
broken-down and hungry politicians are rushing into it 
hoping thereby to come into power again. When the party 
becomes large enough to carry the country, it is to be feaged 
it will Contain as many demugog?, as many dishonest poli- 
ticians, as the older parties. Political parties, it is to be 
feared, will always be foul, grasping, office-seeking, and 
dishonest. To our view, the proper course for us this year 
isto punish the Rəpublicans for their unfaithfulness and 
after that to continue in helping on other reforms. In our 
view Hancock is the only man that can beat the Republicans 
this year. Weaver cannot do it, and if he should be elected 
he will hav no power to increase greenbacks. Congress 
will be the power to attend to finance. Let us first sustain 
liberty and vindicete cur rights, and let money be a second- 
ary consideration. 

—— o 


Ho for Europe Once More ! 


We did not take steamer for Europe on Saturday, July 
31st, as we thought we should do when we made up our last 
issue. Mr. Rawson was not quite ready to go, and we 
waited for him. We shall undoubtedly sail on Wednesday, 
August 4th, and will be in England about the 12th or 18th 
inst. We shall endeavor to put our time ic to the best ad- 
vantage in seeing what can be seen, besides attending the 
Brussels International Freethinkers' Congress of August 
39th, 30tb, and 31st. Letters addressed care Freethought 
Publishing Co., 28 Stonecutter st., London, E. C., England, 
will undoubtedly reach us, : 

We shall not for a moment lose our interest in THE 
TRUTH SEEEKEB, and hope it wil be the same with our 
readers. We trust they will remember that expenses are 
heavy, and that it takes a good many little sums to’ meet 
them. Perhaps a wink is as good as a nod. Let all remit- 
tances and inclosures be directed as heretofore to D. M. 
Bennett, 141 Eighth st. We trust that we shall be home 
again in due time, well fitted for hard work, We shall not 
forget our readers in our absence, and do not fear that they 
will forget us. : 

——————— à ————————— 

We are always glad to distribute sample -copies of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER to those who are likely to become subscrib- 
ers, and will be grateful to those who send us the names of 
such probable subscribers ; or we will send papers.to those 
who will take an interest in handing or sending them to 
people who will appreciate them. We hav a large number 
of last year’s papers on hand, which will perhaps answer 
well for missionary work, and we will cheerfully mail them 
wherever instructed. We will at all times cast seed upon 
good soi], trusting the same may take root, grow, end bring 
forth abundantly. Let the names be sent in for sample 
copies. 

VoLUMES I. and II, of “The Gods and Religions” hav 
been sent out in pretty large numbers, and so far 88 heard 
from every person is fully satisfied with the work. We hav 
concluded to continue to sell it at $2.00 for two volumes in 
cloth ; $7.00 in leather, red edges ; and $8 00 in morocco, 
gilt edges. The price is very low, and the buyers should be 
numerous, 

Mr, H. L. GREEN has sent us one of his splendid posters 
announcing the five days’ masa meeting of Liberals at Hor- 
nelleville, beginning September 1st. The bill is gotten up 
in excellent style, and will doubtless bring hundreds, and 


! perhaps thousands, to the. meeting. We are somewhat re- 
gretful that we cannot be there and go to Europe also; but 
according to the law we seem to be governed by, we cannot 
be on both sides of. the Atlantic at the same time. We trust , 
the Hornellsville meeting will be & great success. 

———— — 9-4 9——————— 


We learn from private sources that Mr, B. F. Underwood 
is very seriously ill with a severe attack of diptheria. His 
many friends will Jearn of his sickness with regret. 

. — : 

Tue Liberal, a sixteen-page monthly, edited by G. H. 
Walser, Lamar, Mo., at $1 per year, isa good paper and 
ought to be sustained. Tne same of the Mirror of Progress, 
in Kansas City, and the Rational Appeal, in Detroit. They 
are all sprightly, able papers, and ought to liv. 

c 
_ We hav received ‘‘ Heads and Hearts,” by Rev. George 
Chainey, of Evansville, Indians, in tract form. Price 5 
cents. Hundreds of them ought to sell. We hav them. 


* HISTORY OF TEE AMERICAN REVOLUTION," by Thomas 
Paine, isa pamphlet containing letters from Paine never 
before published, with extracts from ''Tbe Crisis,” Pub- 
lished by E. Haskell, 711 Sansom street, Philadelphia. 
Price, 25 cents. 

— eoep mm 


t WHo KILLED Mary STANNARD?” By William Denton. 
A pamphlet of- 36 pages. It is written in Prof. Denton's 
able style, and is quite interesting. It givs a brief history 
of the case, with full reports of psychometric examinations 
by two sensitiva from hair from the murdered girl's head 
and a piece of the overalls worn by the Rev. H. H. Hayden, 
who was undoubtedly her murderer. The result of the 
examination is curious and interesting, and point directly to 
Hayden as the murderer. Prof. Denton’s summing up and 
closing remarks are specially interesting. Price 15 cents. 


FouNDATION STONES. <A. series of sermons by the R-v. 
George Chainey of Evansville, Ind. Containing opinions 
not held at the present time by Mr. Chainey, these ser- 
mons yet impart many valuable truths. Although a Liberal 
Christian, the author never was a bigot, and consequently 
this book is better sdipted for reading by Liberals than 
church members, whom it would displease by its broad and 
charitable renderings of the scriptures. With Mr. Chainey 
a text was only an excuse for teaching charity in religious 
matters, and the pulpit with him was never an unassailable 
castle. This book is a landmark of where a progressiv 
thinker was two years ago, Where he is now can better be 
told by his more recent sermons, one of which we shall pub- 
lish next week. Price of ‘‘Foundation Stones" $1 00. 
Address R2v. George Chainey, Evansville, Ind. 

————— 9——— — — 


l : ` A Liberal Offer. 

I hav promised our friend Bennett to dispose of one thou- 
sand copies of my debate with the Rev. Dr. Ditzler, I will 
agree to make a present of one copy to every person who 
orders two copies. I want the work to. hav a wide circula- 
tion among Christians if possible, and care nothing about 
profit in its sale. Inclose one dollar for two booke, and I. 
will send the third free, Address 172 Clark street, Chicago, 


Illizois. W. F. JAMIESON. 
——— bM ———————— 


The Bright Sunlight of. Publicity on the Re- 
publiean Party. 


The following statement was prépared just before the 
meeting of the Third Annual Congress of the Liberal 
League at Cincinnati last year. It was widely published in 
several Liberai papers. It is just as true now as it was then 
with the added light that another year of Republican rule 
has thrown upon the statement. On reading it over I can- 
not see that I can state the reactions and the crimes of the 
Republican party in any other or better terms. There the 
facts are, and there they will forever remain historically 
true, as Charged. I ask THE TRUTH ÜBEEKER, and other 
papers if they will, to republish this statement as work 
already done, and good as‘far as it goes as a foundation for 
continued investigation in the same line: 


The National Liberal League was organized with the 
view, among other purposes, to take political action when- 
ever the necessity for it might arise, and whenever it can do 
so effectivly. With tbe growth of our organization, now to 
more than one hundred local Auxiliary Leagues, with their — 
alliances and influences, it would seem that the National 
League s strong enough to make itself felt in the politics and 
parties of the day; and since the aggressions of the church 
upon the state hav risen to that point of audacious insolence 
that her partisans hav power to obtain the imprisonment of 
our editors on charges that are absolutely false, and for 
offenses. that hav in them not the faintest taint of crime, 
then it would seem that the necessity has come for the con- 
templated political action. 

Tbe League was organized to cast votes—to enlighten, 
combine, and wheel into line the Liberal vote. 

We hav tried petitioning Congress and petitioning the 
President for a redress of grievances. The right of petition 
is valuable as a means of expressing opinion and asa per- 
suasiv to rectify wrongs; but the ballot, in the last resort, 
has Creativ power and the right to command that justice 
Shall be done, if it does ruat calum ; that is, ruin some- 
body's pet and private heaven. The pouring in of petitions 
from two hundred thousand citizens of the United Siates, 
together with from twelve thousaud to fifteen thousand let- 
ters to the President, asking him to pardon Mr, Bennett, 
was an astonishment to the government and a surprise even 
to Liberals. It givs usa littie census by which we can esti- 
mate our numbers and note the progress of Liberal opinion. 
The Indew petition to Congress for the separation of church 
and state took a year or more (1877) to gather up the names, 

: and was signed by only ten thousand six hundred and sixty 
persons. ‘The petition for the repeal or modification ‘of 
j the Comstock law, supported by the combined influence of ` 
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all the Liberal journals except the Zndte, obtained in a few! closing of the Centennial Exhibition on Sunday, thus de- 
weeks s3venty thousand signatures. priving hundreds of thousands of laboring, poor people of 
_ Now the recent petition for the pardon of Mr. Bennett, | the right and privilege of visiting the Exhibition. . 
ignored by the Index and opposed by two Spiritualist semi-| . 8. President Hayes, Republican, after proposing to ap- 
Liberal papers, nevertheless amounted to the megnificent | point Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll to the position of United 
number of two huhdred thousand names. States Minister to Germany, allowed himself to be bulldozed 
Butthe prayer of every one of these petitions has been | by the clerical party out of making theappointment because 
denied. Church and state, united in the ways petitioned | Ingersoll is an Infidel. 
against, remain united. The Comstock law is unrepealed.| 9. The Republican party, in convention in Ohio to nomi- 
Bennett is in prison at hard labor. The influence of Com-|nate& candidate for governor, to be voted for in October 
stock, backed up by the priests, is stronger with President | next, rejected Judge Taftand nominated Foster for the con- 
Hayes than his sentiment of justice—stronger than the peti- | troling reason that Judge Taft, when on the bencb, had 
tion of two hundred thousand free and Liberal citizens of | made certain liberal rulings concerning the Bible in the 
the United States. What next is to be done? What re- | schools which were distasteful to the clerical party. 
sources hav we left? What influence can Liberals now| 10. Governor Talbot, a Republican Governor of Massa- 
bring to bear to obtain an answer to their prayer? . Having |chusetts, signed the petition of the priestly power. not to 
shied these tufts of grass at the old manin our apple tree| pardon Mr. Bennett. The same bigoted and Republican 
who refuses to divide fair and insists on giving all the | Governor has just, while this paper is being written, stopped 
apples to the goody-goody Christian boys, let us try what|the running of railway trains to Lake Pleasant on Sunday 
virtue there is in a boulder about the size of a ballot. It|in order to incommode, and, if possible, break up the Spir- 
hath been said, ‘‘ Knock and it shall be opened unto you." | itualist camp-meeting now going on there. Indeed the gen- 
But what if you knock, as we hav done at Benneti's prison, | eral tendency of the Republican party in states and munici- 
and it don’t be opened? Why, let fly the ballot, with the | palities is to legislate in favor of: a rigid puritanic Sunday; 
command, ** OPEN! or, by the eterna], you shall be knocked | to interfere with the. people's amusements on that.day; to 
out of the effices which the people hav intrusted to you, but | dictate how the people shall spend one-seventh part of their 
-which you only abuse and disgrace." — . i time; to deprive them of the convenience of railroad trains, 
This is a good time to bolt from either of the old parties. | of public grounds, of exhibitions, concerts of music, libra- 
ries, and other innocent diversion which can hav no other 


They are both torn with dissensione, and there is demorali- 
zationamong them all. Neither of them hav any principles | tendency than to make and keep the people contented, vir- 
tuous, and happy. . M £ 


that they are ready to stand by, and they are all at sea. 
11. And now the. last crowning act of infamy of this so- 


Their platforms are the work of tricksters, inspired by 
chance and whim and expediency, to serve the purposes of | called party of freedom is that of its President. With 150,- 
000 names of petitioners then before him, and more pouring 


'^ campaign—not the dictates of justice, of science, of pro- 
gress, to be as enduring as truth. Thousands of Democrats | in every day, and with thousands of lettere, all from per- 
fectly loyal, honorable, and respectable citizens of the 


. are ready to vote with any party who can establish justice 

and secure the blessings of liberty, honesty, and administra- | United States, asking the pardon of Mr. Bennett, and with 
tiv ability. Hundreds of thousands of Republicans, belong- | piles on piles of proofs that it was a case of sheer persecu- 
ing to a party once devoted to freedom, are heartily ashamed | tion with no justice in it, and the President himself. conced- 
of the recreancy which has struck their leaders and of the | ing that the pamphlet indicted is not obscene and comes not 
general hopeless condition into which the party has drifted, | under the meaning and penalty of the Comstock law, he 
and are ready for & party of principles and progress—ready | yet refuses to pardon Mr, Bennett, the reason given out to 

the press being ‘that he did not like to interfere with the 


for a new deal with higher aims and better capacities. 
Liberals ought not to remain attached to either of the par- | action of the United States Court, and that to pardon Ben- 
nett before he had served any part of the seatence would 


ties one hour after the principles upon which the republic 
ig founded hav died out of their counsels and find no place | appear like &reflection upon the court.in which the trial 
took place." 


in the making or the administration of the laws. = 
What is needed is a body of voters, half a million of) In view of all these crimes against liberty, committed by 
them, say from ten thousand to twenty thousand in each | a once true and glorious but now decaying party, because 
state, organized with.thorough effectiv party machinery as | fallen under the poisonous influence of the priesthood, the 
Boon as possible—a body of voters who will vote solidly and | Liberals of this country, who are or hav been Republicans, 
hold the Republican party, as we hold an arid, dried-up, 


loyally together for a well understood Common purpose. 
That body of voters will need leaders to state that Common | worn-out country—to be a first rate party to emigrate 
from. 


purpose, to explain the situation as it changes from time to 
In doing this we hav no fear of damage to the republic by 


time, and to giv the word of command when the actual tug 
of war comes, This, body of loyal, inflexible, conscience-|bringing the Democratic party again into power. The 
“sum of all villainies,” chattel slavery, being now out of the 


voters, while in the minority, as they must be for some time, 
way, the Democratic party could not prove more recreant 


should he used a8 & whip to crack over the heads of the 
other parties, making our demands first of one, then of the | than the Republicans hav been to freedom of the press and 
other; and voting with either as they guarantee compliance | to genera! mental liberty; and the vote in the Senate on the 
with our demands, and then, after election, honestly enact | Bible amendment shows that they would not,.The Demo. 
them into laws. - Then as soon as we become the majority, | cratic party hav learned some useful lessons in their twenty 
of course, we will hav the government; and will conduct it | years of minority. The copperhead’ element is dying out 
in our own way, which will be for the greatest good of all, | and a Jeffersonian strain of new blood is flowing in. Con- 
The Liberal League ought to charge itself with just ex- | front them with an independent, determined, thoroughly 
actly this mission, organize for this special purpose, and | organized body of half a million or more of voters, and 
they will think severa! times before they will decline to re- 


carry gll this out. 
adopt Jeffersonian principles and liv up to them. 


Asto the Republican party, who bav had possession of 
the goverument for the last twenty yeare, and who still hold 
ore branch of it, to show how far they hav departed from 
the principles of the fathers, how far they hav become 
recreant to human freedom, let facts be submitted to a can- 
did world : . . 

1. In the small hours of a saturnalian Saturday night, 
March 3, 1873, with a]l the malignant essence of the priest- 
hood ot this country boiled down and concentrated in An- 
thony Comstock, and he on guard looking out for the 
priestly interests, and only he asking for the enactment, the 
Republican Congress, then expiring, passed a law allowing 
postal agents, and postmasters, and judges and juries of 
courts to decide what printed matter should be deemed 
‘t immoral,” “ indecent,” “obscene,” and should, therefore, 
be denied transportation in the United States mails. Under 
that law great crimes hav been committed, both againat the 
persons of innocent.American eitiaens, and against freedom 
ofthe press. + : i 

2. Immediately upon the passage of that law a Republican 
Postmaster-General appointed Anthony Comstock to the 
important position of special postal agent, thus putting the 
enforcement of the law into the hands of the priestly power 
who procured its enactment; and à Republican administra- 
tion keeps him in that same position to this day, notwith- 
standing his demonstrated unfitness to occupy it, - 

8. In August, 1876, George F. Edmunds, Republican 
senator from Vermont, in the interest of the '' God-in-the- 
Coustitution " party, introduced a fair-seeming amendment 
£o the Constitution, providing against the establishment of 
any religion by any state, and against the appropriation of 
money raised by tax for the support of religious schools, but 
with this provision nullifying the whole amendment: “This 
article shall not be construed to prohibit the reading of the Bible 
in any school or institution, and it shalt not hav the effect to 
impair the rights of property already vested.” On this pro- 
posed amendment, in a Republican Senate, after adoption 
and recommendation by a Republican judiciary committee, 
twenty-eight Senators, all Republican, voted for it, and six 
teen Senators, ‘all Democratic, voted against it. The amend. 
ment thus failed by two votes to obtain the two-thirds 
majority requisit to pass a constitutional amendment. 

4, The priests did not quite succeed in getting their God 
in the Constitution," but they did on the Trade Dollar chiefly 
sent to the ‘‘ Heathen Chinee,” and onthe dirty Buzzard 
"Dollars issued by Juhn Sherman to disgust, if possible, the 
advocates of the remonetization of silver, What right had 
he or his party to send to the Heathen world the statement, 
“In God we trust?” Where is the authority for that in the 
Constitution, or the theory of our government? If they 
wenture upon this.assumption, where is the limit of their j ) ; t 
power in inculcating their theology on our national coins | day of Jane, 1880, it has been certain that the usurper will 
gnd documents ? not be immediately followed by the monarch. But the third 

5. The United States district-attorneys in New York and | term is postponed, not averted, and the real danger is not 
in Boston who brought the indictments and prosecuted|so much in the third term as in the Rzpublican paity, 
the suits against Heywood and Bennett under the Comstock | which makes the third term possible. "Bonaparte did not 
law are Republican officers. The New York attorney is a|crown himself emperor unti] Bonapartism had corrupted 
member of Comstock’s Vice Bocie!y and has made speeches | France, When more than three-fifths of any political party 
at his meetings, invokes a ‘‘savior of society," that party is already so poi- 
"6. Judges Clark, Clifford, Benedict, Blatchford, and|soned with imperialism that it has become itself a menace 
Choate are Republican judges. The two B.'s are members | to the republic far more formidable than any mischief it 
of churches, and probably the C.’s are also, g rofesses to fear or any danger it was organized to repel, 
" 7. The United States Centennial Commission, appointed | ‘‘ The remedy, gentlemen, for this and for ail other ills of 
by a Republican administration, Were a majority, if not all, | state, is jn eternal vigilance, This is at once the price and 
Republicans; and this Republican Commission ordered the|the protector of liberty. This vigilance, already newly 


Since that list of grievances was catalogued another year 
of development has still further shown the tendency of the 
two great parties; steadily toward reaction, as heretofore, 
on the part of the Republican party, and toward freedom 
and progress on the part of the Democratic party—just as I 
predicted last year. In addition to the crimes against lib- 
erty committed by the Republican party, then instanced, 
the past year has developed others. The first of these is 
that the Republican party hav nominated a strong church- 
man, ex-Clergyman, ‘‘Christian statesman,” after the pat- 
tern of Colfax and Oakes Ames, as their candidate for the 
Presidency. . As one Republican delegate said to another at 
Chicago immediately after the nomination, ‘‘Four more years 
of psalm-singing in the White House!" And, what is worse, 
four years more of all that that implies, including Com- 
stockism, Joe Cookism, and the priestly influence generally. 
Are Liberal Republicans ‘hankering after any more of these 
“Christian statesmen ” to the extent of voting for them and 
bringing them in as powers either upon the throne, or still 
more dangerous, behind it? 

Second. The ''third term,” and all that that implies, was 
only embryonic and not fully hatched, so that we could see 
all the game qualities of that chicken last year, This year, 
brooded and fed under the wings of the great Republican 
party—party of freedom, party that gave liberty to the 
slave—this foul bird was trotted out a full-fledged rooster 
just from Shanghai and matched in the pit at Chicago. To 
be sure he was beaten, but only by a feather. The virus of 
him still livs and poisons nearly half the Republican party, 
and is likely to grow and increase and come up again in 
formidable proportions four years hence. Is a party tainted 
with that leprosy, indeed, half gone down to the biack 
death of despotism with it; is that the party for Liberals to 
still foster and keep in power that it may finish its unholy 
ambitions and make an end of all our liberties four years 
hence? : 

On this point some words of Judge Hoadley, temporary 
Chairman of the Democratic Convention at Cincinnati, are 
inspired out of the fountain of wisdom and of truth, and 
Liberals will do well to heed them : 


‘© We hav been spared one great danger. Since the 8th 
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quickened among the people from whom you come, con- 


tinued here aud hereafter, is sure to bring victory to the 
Democratic principle and to the Democratic candidates—a 
victory so full of hope for the republic that even the ‘ mel- 
ancholy days of November’ shall be radiant with joy, and 
on the wings of the strong winds of March shall be wafted 
blessings.” — . : ` 

Here, then, are two important steps toward reaction to be 
added to the eleven I catalogued last year, and not a single 
word or deed or vote for freedom to offset and be subtracted 
to lessen the fearful balance the Republicans hav laid up 
against the day of judgment for their great promis and 
small performance since the one praiseworthy act of Eman- 
cipation. 

Now let us turn for a moment to the Democratic party. 
Here, as I predicted in my closing paragraph last year, the 
progress is not only satisfactory, but is really surprising. 


The candidate, General Hancock, is not only personally sat- - 


isfactory to Liberals, but he has uttered brave, good words 
for all the freedoms which we demand, especially the free- 
dom of the press. You hav slready published some of 
them, and I need not quote them—or only the following aa 
a sample of the Liberal whole: 

** Woe be to us when it shall come to pass that the power 
of the magistrate, civil or military, is permitted to deal with 
the mere opinions or feelings of the people.” 

**[ will maintain that the entire freedom of thought and 
speech, however acrimoniously indulged, is consistent with 
the noblest aspirations of man, and the happiest conditions 
of his race.” 

“Tf you deem them constitutional laws and beneficial to 
the country, you not only hav the right to publish your 
opinions, but it might be your bounden duty as a citizen to 
do so. Not less is it the privilege and duty of any and every 
citizen, wherever residing, to publish his opinious freely and 
fearlessly on this and every question which he thinks con- 
eerns his interest. It is a poor compliment to the merits of 
& Case that its advocates would silence opposition by force; 
and generally those only who are in the wrong will resort to 
this ungenerous means.” 

Then, in addition to these just sentiments, the Democratic 
platform contains these words, ‘‘ Separation of church and 
state for the good of each"—practically the whole of the 
first plank of the Liberal League platform. What more can 
we ask as a first step? 

Many other considerations arise out of the situation, but 
these are all I can indicate now, There will be more days 
in this campaign, and Tae TRUTH SEEKER will continue to 
take a hand. T. C. LELAND. 


Liberal News Items. 


Tsx posters printed by the Courier of Buffalo, New 
York, to advertise the Freethinkers’ Convention, is the 
finest piece of workmanship of the kind I ever saw. 
Wherever it is put up it attracts the attention of the whole 
town. Every friend who sends me an order for one or more 
of them will hav his or her name registered in my ‘“‘Lamb’s 
Book of Life,” 


C. FANNIE ALLYN writes : “I will be present.at the Free- 
thinkers’ Convention and do my little to help the cause 
along, till, i 

“* From Greenland’s icy mountains, 
From India's coral strand, 
To Afric’s sunny fountains,’ 
We claim our brother’s hand.” 

I THANKFULLY acknowledge the following contributions 
to aid mein the League work for the month ending July 
81st, 1880: From George Briggs and S. Block, $4; Samuel 
Page, $1; O. B. Rollwage, 50 cents; H. T. Wright, 50 
cents; L. Rollwage, 50 cents; John W. Cotton, 50 cents; S. 
©. Wilson, 25 cents; William T. Wilbarn, 50 cents; J. S. 
Bradley, $2.60; James Seba, $2.50; Charles Baer, $1; P. C. 
Caryell, 25 cents; Joha Berry, $1; Susan Reichester, 50 
cents; Sarah Conboy, 50 cents; James Brown, $1; Henry 
Gildemeister, $5; Little Rock (Arkansaa) Liberal League, 
$3; James Bridger, $2; A. H. Pike, $1; Elmina D. Slenker, 
25 cents; L. D. Olney, $1; A. Atwood, $1; in all, $20.25. 


Miss ELLEN WaranT, of Boston, is one of the best im- 
personators of characterin this country. Wherever she has 
exhibited her wonderful gifts on the stage she has elicited 
high encomiums from the press. Tae St. Paul Pioneer- 
Press said of her after one of her entertainments: “ Miss 
Eilen "Wright was greeted by a very large audience last 
evening, and finely did she entertain them. Her persona- 
tions of famous actresses were thoroughly artistic and were 
rendered with great power and faithfulness. The praise of 
the audience was divided between Lady Macbeth and 
Ophelia, both of which were exceptionally fine. Of her 
comic selections, perhaps Sarah Gamp was the best, al- 
though the Old Maid made the greatest impression upon 
her audience.” The Liberai public will be gratified to learn 
that Miss Wright has consented to be present and entertain 
the Freethinkers at the Hornellsville Convention, 


Tur second volume of ‘‘The Gods and Religions of An- 
cient and Modern Times,” by D. M. Bennett, is before me. 
The last half century has produced many wonderful things, 
thelast being Dr. Tanner's exhibition of living on a water- 
and.air diet; but to me the most wonderful thing that has 
come to my knowledge is Mr. Bennett's achievement of 
writing these two great volumes during his year's imprison- 
ment at Albany. He certainly is the champion writer of 
the world. And the work is not only great in quantity but 
in quality. There is nota page among the two thousand 
but what contains information of value; and it is exactly the 
information the world is in need of and just the information 
the church and the priesthood hav always labored to keep 
from the people. And then another thing is hard to ac- 
count for—how Mr, Bennett can afford to sell the books so 
cheap. Possibly because when he wrote them he was 
boarding at the expense of the state, — 
. . H, L, GREEN, 
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aye Sont Seeker, August 7, 1880. 


An Open Letter from Elmina to D. Priestly. 


Frignp Prigstly: May I say a few words in explana- 
tion? Of course I hav never ** been there at the very last,” 
but was once so near there that friends were sent for on the 
supposition that the “ very last" was but a few hours off, 
and the “unknowable” was the one thing I felt no trouble 
or concern about. That many do feel concern before the 
“yery last" comes is only too true, and for believers in a 
future it is no marvel they do feel anxious and concerned 
as to what they shall experience ‘‘in the beyond." But I 
had reference to the very last, when tired, exhausted, and 
worn-out nature demands, ss the highest and holiest boon, 
rest, and rest only. Some dread and shudder with terrible 
forebodings at the thought of the last breath. So many say, 
“I would not be so afraid to die if it were not for that last 
I tell them few realize the last breaths at all, or 
feel them, and it is just the same mentally. They sense so 
little at the very last that they think and care nothing about 

a future, or even the present, Only as it can giv them rest. 
' And extreme old age is often but & second childhood, and 
* don't Care” comes then. The ‘‘aspiring, struggling, and 
suffering " to reach knowledge, happiness, wisdom, etc., are 
all right enough, out itis here and now. It is along life's 
present years that we must realize aud enjoy the fruits of 
our labors and aspirations. Of course I reason from the 
premises that ' the body is the whole human being," for it 
is all I hav any evidence of. I do not care to die only to 
giv a good feast to worms, and am glad I did not die when 
I was a ' beautiful child," for life has been pleasant to me, 
and I hope I hav done a little to make it pleasant to others. 
As to being happy by and by, that is.all well enough, but I 
want people to be happy now, be happy all the time, be 
happy in preparing for happiness in the years to come, and 
not waste present opportunities in longing for what may 
never come. Some work like slaves, and never rest, never 
take time to enjoy the beauties and blessings of the day, 
but save all bright and blissful experience they might hav for 
Some coming day, when they skall hav won riches, power, or 
fame; and when youth, health, and strength' are gone, and 
the heart has lost its bounding elasticity, and the nerves are 
dull and dead to joy’s entrancing thrills, they find too late 


that for them there is only age, pain, and incapacity left. | 


If there be a future we shall enjoy it none the less because it 
comes as a glad and unexpected surprise to us. The now 
and to-day are what we are called upon to improve, enjoy, 
and make the best of. If a person wishes to believe in 
spirits, gods, ghosts, fairies, etc., a3 a means of happiness, I 
- condemn them not. If men spend life's opportunities dig- 
ging for pots of gold supposed to be buried by Capt. Kidd, 
they are free to doso. If they prefer dreams and air castles 
to real tangibilities, they are at liberty to dwell among 
‘them and revel in their own imaginings. Iam glad to read 
all that our Spiritual friends giv us of their experiences, 
and hope that by and by some plan will be hit upon that 
will solve the mysteries and make them plain and clear. 
That all the so-called spirit manifestations are humbug and 
trickery I do not believe, but that they are connected with 
those who are gone forever is to me more than doubtful. We 
are what we are of necessity. We believe as we do from force 
of evidence, and move and think as we are compelled to do 
by the circumstances of the past and the present. 
“We dre no other than a moving row 
Of magic shadow-shapes that come and go 


Round with this sun-illumined lantern held 
In midnight by the master of the show. ` 


Impoten: pieces of the game he plays 

Upon the checker-board of nights and days; 
Hither andthither moves and cheeks and slays, 

And one by one back in the oloset lays." 


Snowville, Va., July 4, 1880. Euuina D. SLENKER, 
: eee 
The True Policy for Liberals. 


To rug Eprrog or Tak TRUTH ESKER, Sir; I hav been 
a little amused and & good deal saddened in reading what 


you and quite a number of other Liberals hav said during}. 


the last two weeks in reference to political preferences 
Each article bears the unmistakable ''ear-marks" of. the 
bias of the writer. You hav been persecuted, outrageously 
wronged, You feel it keenly. This, together with your 
Opposition to the financial schemes of the Republican party, 
has made you hate that party. Ido not blame you. , Self 
preservation is the highest law of our being. The other 
writers equally show their bias in their articles, as they pre- 
fer the Republican, Demecratic, or Greenback parties. 
Much will be said in favor of both old parties, and very 
much against them in the next three months. I do not 
think it in the power of either to inaugurate any useful 
reform Calculated to benefit humanity. Organizations are 
brought into existence to serve the needs of humanity, to 
carry out and establish certain theories, desires, or wants, 
"When the purposes for which.the organization was built up 
hav been established, that organization seldom, if ever, takes 
a step forward, or leads in new enterprises, or progresses, 
but instead it fossilizes, becomes corrupt, sickens, and dies. 
New ideas, new possibilities, require new organizations to 
: put them into force. New wine, new bottles. 

I predict, upon the strength of history, that no great 
change Will ever be effected by either of the old parties 
in finance, or in relation to human freedom. I now desire 
to call attention to one fact, viz., you cannot enslave the 
minds of a people who are free until after they are materi- 
ally enslaved. I mean, reduce the people from a condition 
of plenty to that of want, poverty, and it is then a short and 
easy road to take away their every liberty and right. Vic- 
tor Hugo said, +‘ Learn to produce wealth and learn to dis- 
tribuie, and you shall hav material grandeur and moral 

ndeur.gombiy c" ; X. hold that to be a self-evident truth. 

A. people-possessod of vintelligenoe and. industry will pro- 
fjuce wealth; and. if they.only know how to distribute this 


{exhibited by the gentler sex. 


wealth, or exchange commodities cheaply and in the in- 
terest of the producer, those people will be a materially and 
morally grand people, and their liberties cannot be taken 
from them. The people of. the United States are and hav 
bee» industrious, but they are not intelligent upon the ques- 
tion of distribution; and how? because they hav allowed the 
two great agents, money and transportation, to pass into 
the hands of selfish monopolies, who hav and are using these 
agents to enrich themselvs and to impoverish the producer. 
All close and thoughtful obseryers hav watched with 
anxiety the building up in the last twenty years of a power- 
ful money oligarchy, as well as imperial.railroad combina- 
tions. What does this portend but history repeating itself? 
Democratic America to be subsidized to a monarchical 
money and railroad ring. How does that suit you, Liberals 
of America? Do you see it? 

Individual liberty is a sacred right, and that is Just what 
it would preserve by preserving, or rather restoring, to the 
people their material rights. Circumstances hav conspired 
to attract the attention of some of our Liberals—and espe- 
cially those located in that sink of spoliation, New York— 
to individual religious liberty, and I would not hav them 
lose sight of this '* God-in-the-Constitution party," but I do 
not think there is half so much danger to real liberty from 
that source as from those imperial forces spoken of above. 

Mr. Editor, believing, as I do, that our material interests 
&re much more in peril, and consequently through their first 
destruction would come the overthrow of all our dearest 
righte, would it not be well to pay more attention to the 
bread.and-butter question and let alone, for this year at 
least, the nomination of a Liberal candidate for President. 
The Republican party, so long in power, must be beaten, 
broken, disgraced, or the Democratic. party signally de- 
feated, before many of our Liberals can individualize them- 
selvs enough to divorce themselvs from their own old party 
affiliations. I am divorced from the fcrces that now rule. I 
hav no relish for ** bloody shirt” or '* Republican thief." I 
do not intend to be frightened by the cry of ‘‘ wolf," espe- 
Cially when the pretended alarmist is carrying the wolf 
under his own skirt. : . H, H. Morrison. 

Charleston, TU., July 18, 1880. 


The Misdeeds of Christians. 


To TEE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I am sur. 
prised than any one in the Liberal ranks should object to 
the publication in Liberal papers of items recording the 
evil deeds of priests and pious members of Christian 
churches. The principal stock in trade of priests consists 
in their endeavor to convince their dupes that Infidelity and 
crime are synonymous terms. With an infinit degree of 
gusto they roll-under their tongues and anon hiss through 
their teeth the word Infidel, expecting thereby to utterly 
humiliate their opponents. But the world is asking for 
arguments and solid facts, not base, unfounded cda 
and invectivs. 

We are told by several thin-skinned individuals among 

us that we should deal tenderly with the erring shepherds; 
that their misdeeds should not be published; that it is no 
argument against Christianity that so many, both shepherd 
and flock, stray into forbidden pastures. We don’t use 
these items as arguments, or at any rate regard them as of 
prime importance, but we giv Christians the benefit of doses 
of their own medicine just to see how they like it and fora 
warning as well. The secular press all over the country 
print these items of news, accompanied with scathing com. 
ments. Must Liberal papers pass them by as unnecessarily 
severe and unfit for publication? Is it not their duty rather 
to show up these wolves in sheep’s clothing? I hav often 
been sick at heart when Í hav observed the adulation be. 
stowed on priests, especially such manifestations of it as are 
The wolves are not slow in 
taking advantage of the confidence shown by the sheep. 
If by the publication of the sing of the clergy we can break 
the power ot these wolves, society is benefited thereby. 
In the record of crimes committed during the past few 
years, it has been noticed that the most fiendish, those 
which required the nerve and brutality of a demon, such as 
the slow poisoning of a wife or husband, were perpetrated 
by members of churches. Murders committed in the heat 
of passion, or. while intoxicated, are fearful enough, but 
what are we to think of the poisoner who, having sworn 
to love, honor, and cherish his partner all the days of his 
life, now coolly murders her, as it were, by inches? Standing 
by the side of his victim from hour to hour, and for weeks, 
he administers the fatal drug and watches ‘the slow ebbing 
away of life. When I think of such deeds I experience a 
deep feeling of humiliation. I must admit that I belong to 
the genus homo, but I console myself with the reflection 
that Iam not.a Christian. W. B. SickELs. 


(From the Iowa State Independent.) 


The Intolerance of the Pulpit. 


Because the Turners of Des Moines had determined to 
celebrate the Fourth of July on the fourth, and be 
cause they actually did. celebrate it on that day in. 
stead of the third, they were severely criticised and 
censured by several of our Des Moines preachers. 
Well, this is a free country, and they hav a perfect right to 
fiad fault with those who believe that a great day like the 
Fourth of July—the most important anniversary day in the 
history of the world--should be celebrated on the day it 
occurs ; but intheircriticism they should, as good Christians, 
be more moderate, more charitable, or at least more just. 
Some of these divines seemed to exhibit none of these quali- 
ties—they ranted and tore about in their pulpits, as if they 
had gone mad. The delightful music of Prof. Robinson’s 
band that led the Turners to the place of the festivities acted 
‘upon their ears the same way thata red rag acts upon the 


eyes of an incensed bull, and they became frantic with rage. 
The banners that were carried-—aye even the banner with ` 
stars and stripes that preceded the processlon—seemed to 
them to be the symbol of heretics and moral degen- 
eracy, and they tuned up their lungs and shouted in perfect 
terror over the audacity of. a people that dared to celebrate 
the Fourth of July on a Sunday. 

One of the ministers—we believe it was “fis Fifth Street 
Methodist—said he was ''sorry that his brother Turners 
should so desecrate the Sabbath.” Now, while we might 
reply in the same spirit, that we are sorry that our minis- 
terial brother should hav go little patriotism as to want to- 
postpone the celebration of so great a day as the Fourth, we 
yield to him the right to express his opinion in the manner 
he did; but when at the Union meeting Sunday evening © 
ministers went so far as to insult the Germans of this coun- 
try, then we hav Cause to object, and if our informant is 
correct, they did insult them, using language in connection 
with them that would have been out of place even in a bar- 
room debate. 

Said one of the ministers, and report has it that Rev. D. 
R. Lucas so far forgot himself, the Germans ‘‘should 
be put down and out !” if they persisted in the desecration 
of the Sabbath, and violating the laws of God and man in 
celebrating the national holiday on the fourth. 

Never, save in the days of the inquisition, was bigotry and 
intolerance -more strikingly illustrated, and all that is 
needed is the reintroduction of the rack and the screw, 

They will "put us down and out,” will they, because we 
decorate soldiers’ graves on Sunday, and because we cele- 
brate the Fourth on Sunday? We will see about that. 
There were over a thousand adult Americans in Brown's 
Park on Sunday, and had there been fair weather that day, 
there would have been four times the number there, all of 
whom are ag good citizens, as liberal,'generous, and upright, 
as any of those whose mission it seems to be to ostracise 
others because they differ from them in religious matters. . 
These ministers forget that it is not the Germans alone who 
appreciate the importance of Independence Day, and that 
they are not the only ones who believe that the day should 
be observed on its anniversary. "There are thousands of. 
Americans, Engliehmen, Irishmen, Danes, Swedes, and. 
Norwegians who do not indorse the intolerance of those 
ministers, and they, too, will hav to be ‘‘put down and 
out.” 

It seems to us that Rev. Lucas and his confreres hay un- 
dertaken a big job, one they cannot very well carry out. 
And we tell them that these people are not to beintimidated, 
and declare by the memories of the fathers of the Republic 
who bled and died for civil and religious liberty, that we 
are not going to be put down and out, and that we will 
celebrate all great national holidays on Sunday when they 
fall on that day. This right we insist upon, Rev. Lucas to 


the contrary notwithstanding. 
: —_— —— 


Lecture-Field Notes. 


To Taz Epitor oF Tae TRUTH SEEKER, Sr: I left 
Chicago on the 28th of June to attend the camp-meeting of 
Liberals at Lansing, Mich. Occurring as it did in the busi- 
est part of the year, and getting well soaked with rain, the 
number in attendance was Very small. —— 

Cephas B. Lynn, the versatil correspondent of the Banner 
of Light, Boston, was present. Mr. Lynn is one of the most 
natural and magnetic orators of this country. His services 
are in good demand, and he rarely fails in securing over- 
flowing houses. He is a gentleman of liberal, practical, 
common-sense views. It is a delight to listen to him. He 


never fails to interest and instruct, and the ease with which 


he sways his audiences is simply magical. Humor, pathos, 
terse sentences, Crisp as the crackling leaves in November— 
but humanitarian impulses dominate every expression. The 
living issues are grasped by his intellect and deftly bound 
in bundles of golden grain of strength-yielding truth. Month 
after month in Eastern cities hav crowded assemblies, with 
great profit to themselvs, listened to this young and gifted 
lecturer. The church would gleefully capture him, but 
Mr. Lynn in early days of privation stood by the truth as- 
he understood it, and now in his season of prosperity rings 
out his silver-toned words in behalf of a broad, catholic 
liberality, and against creeds, sects, dogmas, and supersti- 
tions. I hope that he can be induced to labor in the West 
at the close of his present series of Eastern engagaments. 
His address is Boston, Mass., care of Banner of Light. 


MASON, MIOH, 


Here reside my sister, her husband, John Lyon, Esq., and 
the many nieces and nephews. I had thought of spending 
one whole day to memorize their names. Success only 
passable. Alice (niece) and Alva (nephew) graduated a 
year ago at Mason school. Alice is a member of that most 
useful profession, a schoolma’am. Alva aims to be a lawyer 
after a four-years’ term at Aun Arbor University, 

Mr. Lyon is a successful cultivator of bees. Scores of 
hives yield honey and music all the long summer day. Be- 
sides, he has five acres, mostly for berries. Milk, honey, 
and berries were my portion for a week—a bill of fare fit 
for the gods. 

Brother and sister were anxious that I should deliver a. 
series of lectures at Mason. I called upon the sheriff to 
obtain the use of the courthouse, the best place in town, but 
was informed that it could not be used for Liberal lectures; 
only for temperance. Let us hope that the time is not far 
distant when Liberals, in hundreds of towns, will quit feed- 
ing churches, 80 that they can hav some means to build and 
own the best hall in each locality. 

HASTINGS, MICH. ; : 

Iheld five meetings here. Hot weather is no impediment 
to-having Liberal lectures, We, however, took advantage 
of the situation by assembling under the grateful shade of 


She Grut Beeker, August 2, 1880. 
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trees in courthouse square. The congregation grew until 
wé had one thousand listeners, counting those who sat 
under their own vines and fig-trees within earshot. Mine 
. were the first Materialistic lectures ever delivered in Hast- 
ings. My reception was certainly very cordial, and on my 
departure I received an urgent invitation to come again. 
Dr. Geo. Wood was chiefly instrumental in getting up the 
lecture course. Hon. D. R. Cook, Chas. Bauer, Chas. E. 


Trask, J. L. Reed, J. N. Russell, Dr. Burton, James Dun- 


ning, Harry Rogers, Melvin Williams, Enoch Andrus, Cleo- 
patra Geschwind, are a few names of the Liberals of Hast- 
ings. I giv their addresses in order to help Liberals to 
become acquainted with one another. A Liberal League 
Was organized here. i i 
.  .,GBAND RAPIDS, MICH. 
There called upon my old-time friends of more than a 
quarter of a century, Dr. E. Woodruff and wife, and was 
pleasantly entertained by their daughter and son-in-law, Mr. 
and Mrs. Weatherly. I crossed Lake Michigan, landed in 
Chicago, visited my friends Mr. and Mrs. Wick, and from 
here I hie away to Monmouth, Ill., to giv a course of lec- 
tures, W. F, JAMIESON. 
' e 


' Ten Thousand Gods Wanted at St. Johns, Mich. 


To tax EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Mr. A. L. 
Butler has been elected a member of the Bt. Johns School 
Board in place: of Mr. Hurd. And if is possible there may 
be a change. of gods for the school. Therefore I most ear- 
nestly desire that every reader of Tam TRUTH SEEKER will 
write the Profs. Yntema, Randolph Strickland, O. W. 
Barker, George H. Stephenson, Charles Grisson, Josiah 
Upton, and A. L. Butler a letter. upon the subject of the 
gods. Also send either by mail or express a sample god of 
glase, brass, wood, or tin, or any god that will stir the soul 
within. 

The accompenying letter might be something like the 
following: 

We this day send a sample god for your consideration, 
Should you contemplate a change of gods for the use of 
your school, we shall be pleased to receive your order for 
one got up far superior in size and workmanship to the one 
we now send. This god keeps no she-bears for killing little 
children, and we will guarantee that he will answer prayers 
as effectually as any other god, and he will feed the hungry 
as well as did your present god feed the ten millions who 
hav starved to death within the last few years. 

Very truly yours, 

Let every one send at least one god; even a picture of a 
god will be better than no god. Let there be such a great 
inpouring of gods as to surprise even the godly. 

St Johns, Mich., July 28, 1880 M. BABCOCK. 

te 
Theologies. | 

To TEE EDITOBoF Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Religiously 
born and religiously educated, I hav, in my threescore 
and twenty-two excursions around the gun, passed through 
most, or all the current theologies and isms of the period. 

Man—as the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher truthfully in- 
forms his congregation—begins low down in the scale of 
being, and is going up. 

In his infantil condition, and on each ascending grade, 
he has, as guiding father and nursing mother, a theology or 
ism adapted to his mental expansion—all of which, in turn, 
must be left behind. f j 

Were we in Hottentotdom, at every advance movement, 
we'd hav a mother to flog, ; 

Some years ago, meeting a fair damsel, whose life, from 
one year of age, had been in Shakerdom, I said to her, 
“A, can you tel! me where I shall find God ?"*. 

After brief reflection, the fair damsel replied, :*'Tis not 
for me to say where you shall find God. I find God in all 

.the work of his hands—in mountains, valleys, and plains 
'—ijn oceans, rivers, and rills—in trees, plants, birds, squir- 
rels, and flowers—I find God in my brethren and sisters; 
of more importance still, I find God in my own soul—a 
law to direct my every action, word, and thought.” 

Mentally, I responded amen. PRENTISS. 


Slavery and the Political Parties. 


To tHE Eprrog oF THE TRUTH BxEKEB, Air: It is 
true, as some of your correspondents charge, that the Dem- 
ocratic party has been the ally of slavery. But let them 
consider how it happened. The question of slavery never 
got fairly into politics till 1844, when the Liberty party de- 
feated Henry Clay for President, not merely because he 
was a slaveholder but because he was not personally 
opposed to the acquisition of slave territory. What stal- 
wart Republican will now rise and condemn the Free- 
soilers of 1844 for defeating the Whig candidate even at 
the expense of a Democratic triumph? 

In 1859 both political parties squarely indorsed the Fugitive 
Slave law. Did not the Abolitionists then do right in throw- 
ing away their votes on John P. Hale, even though the 
result was a Democratic triumph ? : 

So then in 1852 the Democrats obtained the ascendaney 
and the Whig party began to die. 

Then, in 1856, when the Whig party was dead and the 
party in power had become, nolens volens, the ally of slavery 
—just as the Whigs would hav been had they gained the 
ascendancy—the antislavery or Republican patty was born, 
and-in 1860 it triumphed. But while it was composed 
mostly of disgruntled Whigs, it nevertheless derived some of 
its strongest elements from the Democracy. For it cannot 
be denied that the original Democratic party was more in 
sympathy with human liberty than either of its adversaries, 
the Federal or the Whig party. 

Now my earliest affiliation was with the Whigs ; but I 
was not much of a Olay man in 1844, and refused to vote 
for Taylor in 1848, and for Scott in 1852, 


But while I remember that the Democratic party became 
the ally of slavery, aud thoreby lost its character, must I 
forget that the Repubiican party perpetrated the gigantic 
crime of stealing the Presidency ? 


Wm. HENRY BURR. 


P. 8.—I hav no doubt from what I hav read in the first 
volume of ** The Gods,” etc. , that it will be a useful book 
of reference. 
piled I hav not read and hardly expect to read; but what- 
ever I want to'know about the gods of antiquity I presume 
I can find in your book. I now inclose $5 for which please 
send me the second volume. W. H. B. 

Washington, D. O., July 28, 1880. * 


Our Hymn Book. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I wish to 
speak a word in commendation of Eliza Boardman Burns’ 
Liberal Hymn Book. I hav had this little gem of a volume 
now for some weeks, and the more I read it the better I like 
it. The poems of standard poets are doubly worth the 
price of the book, To hav the bold, brave, and truthful 
utterances of real poets, for Liberalism, is a good help to 
our cause. And the old hymns adapted to progressiv 
thought are just what Liberals need for League meetings 
and all other gatherings where music charms the ear and 
givs sweet voicings to truth. This book is so small it can be 
carried in the vest pocket, and yet it contains nearly 150 
pages, and all for the small sum of 25 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, New York city. 

Snowville, Va. ErMINA D. BLENKER. 


Michigan Camp-Meeting. 

The Michigan State Association of Spiritualists and Lib- 
eralists hav completed arrangements, and will hold their 
semi-annual meeting at Lansing, on the Central Fair 
Grounds, and make it a ten-days’ camp-meeting, commenc- 
ing on Friday, Aug. 20th, and closing on Monday, Aug. 
80th. Speakers eminent for talent, the best in the lecture 
field, will be engaged. The world-renowned medium Henry 
Slade will be present, also his niece, Miss Agnes L. Slade, 
who will take part in the exercises as an independent singer. 
Other singers will also be present, and all speakers and 
mediums who may wish to attend the meeting will be 


heartily welcomed. Miss J. R. LANE, Sec. 
Oo 


A Queer Freak of God Almighty. 


On the 16th of July God sent rain and hail in large quan- 
tities over a strip of -territory extending from Fort Amro, 
N. Y., clear across Vermont to. Hanover, N. H. Hailstones 
weighing a pound were picked up. At Plymouth, Vt., a 
piece of ice twelve inches long and three inches in diame- 
ter was found. From fifteen inches to.two feet of water 
fell, washing out roads, flooding meadows, and carrying 
away bridges. The hail was thrown by a violent wind, 
breaking window lights, cutting corn and other crops to 
pieces, knocking fruit from the trees, and uprooting the 
largest trees, and blowing down houses. 'The damage in 
the various towns along the track is estimated at from 
twenty to one hundred thousand dollars in each. Thus God 
wilful destroyed enough property to build him a fiher 
cathedral than now stands in the state of Vermont, or is 
ever liable to stand there. It would keep a good smart 
minister preaching for fifty thousand years. The Baptists 
at West Pawlet are trying to rebuild their church, recently 
destroyed by fire, with no insurance. As the members are 
almost all farmers, and their crops are pretty well knocked 
to pieces, they don’t feel very plucky about “shelling out” 
to build a house fora God who don’t care any more for 
them thén that. They don’t seem to want him to settle in 
this vicinity. 

If the hail had destroyed the Infidels’ crops, and skipped 
over the Baptists’, they could hav easily accounted for it. 
But to see it all swept down is indeed hard to account for. 
The ministers havn’t thanked God for it. One shook his 
lead and said, ‘It’s nothing to what you will get if you 
don’t reform.” Had it been a storm of doughnuts, potatoes, 
and lumber for the new church, instead of hail, and com- 
munion wine instead of rain, we should never bav heard the 
last about ‘‘his infinit love and mercy on us poor worms 
of the dust.” Just how long it will be before these super- 
stitious Christians will find out that God don’t care a snap 
more for them than ,for anybody else, and that he is no 
respecter of persons, is not known. They ought to see 
that people out of the church fare just as well as those in it, 
and that God Almighty never heard a prayer, and don’t 
know there is such an organization as the Christian church ; 
that he works by laws that he cannot himeelf change, and 
never does anything outside of thore laws. " 


eS o E S 


Obituary. 


Died, in Adrian, Michigan, on the 5th of July, after a 
protracted illne&s, Edwin Comstock, in the sixty-fourth year 
of his age. He was born in Niagara county, New York, 
and came with his mother and his family to Michigan in 
1829, and to Adrian in 1840. In 1845 he married Emeline 
Brown, and commenced a mercantil business, which he 
continued to near the close of his life. He was among the 
foremost men of Michigan in the reforms of his time, and 
assisted in organizing the State Antislavery Society in this 
city in 1852. Both himself and wife ever gave generously 
of their time, talents, money, and hospitality to carrying 
forward that great and benevolent enterprise till the last 
bondsman was set free and the chattel slavery system was 
no more. , The cause of temperance, too, shared largely in 
their sympathy, and had no more devout supporters than 
they, as well by example as by precept. And since 


Southern slavery was abolished they hay expended all the 


Many of the works from which it is: com- |: 


aids and influences given to that object so long in the cause 
of woman’s social, civil, and political enfranchisement. 

Mr. ,Comstock became early an ardent admirer and sup- 
porter of THE TRUTH BEExER. His subscription was 
always paid in advance. Nor did he ever fail to bear testi- 
mony to the fidelity with which it and its editor-in-chief. 
sustained and defended the principles of Liberal thought. 

He was often deeply affected, even to tears, at the cruel 
course of Bundy, Abbot, Benjamin F. Underwood, and 
other professed Liberals toward him, as well after as before 
his deliverance from the Caristian bastile at Albany, where 
religious bigotry, hate, spleen, and spite had so illegally, as 


well as unjustly, incarcerated him, and gloated over his | 


terrible sufferings while he 80 patiently endured them. 

But. our faithful friend Comstock has uow gone from 
human sight, and we can most appropriately say, as of an- 
other in an age gone by: 


" A worthy man has sunk to rest. 
To rise, or sleep, as heaven deems best, 
The friend of man, the friend of truth, 
The friend of age, the guide of youth, 

: For hearts like his with virtue warmed, 
For heads like his, so well inform: d. 
If there’s another life, he livs in bliss; 
If there is not. he made the best of this.” 


Adrian, Mich., July 18, 1880. ` 8. D. Moons, 


Correction. 


To TAE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Please 
allow me to say that the word promised should be substituted 
for “ prominent” in the notice of Mr. Bennett’s book on 
“The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times,” 
July 17th, so as to read, '' The significant truth underlying 
these general statements is in condemnation of the common 
policy of relying upon the prison punishments of time, and 
the promised torments of eternity for the suppression of 
original thought,” etc. (Second column). 

Do me the further kindness to exchange 8 for L, toward 
the close of the same notice, that I may giv credit where 
credit is due, and that your readers may become better 
acquainted with Jules Soury, the author of some of the 
conclusions reached in the article of July 17th. 

One more, and this the last. Insert bui after the word 
nothing in the notice of July 24!h, so as to make it read, 
“ Here, as elsewhere, the assumption of & ‘ providential in- 
tervention' must pass for nothing but an attempt to reduce 
the number of the gods," etc. (first column), and oblige your 
co-worker and well-wisher, J. H. W. Tooner, 


Prof. P. 0. Hudson, 


The balladist and composer, termed the ‘‘ Sankey of Liber- 
alism,” can be engaged to sing for all Liberal or Spiritual 
meetings. He will be at the state Convention at Hornella- 
ville this year. His address is 144 Grand River Avenue, 
Detroit, Michigan. His terms will be reasonable, 


-e 


AsoUT forty years ago Mr. John L. Stephens published 
two works on Central America and Southern Mexico, go 
eager was the public to obtain information in regard to 
numerous ruins of ancient cities which he described that, 
though each of the works comprised two expensiv volumes, 
ten editions of the first work were sold within three months, 
and the success of the second was quite as remarkable, 
Other travelers, American and Europeas, hav visited the 
ruins and hav written deeply interesting volumes in regard 
to their immense architectural monuments, their elaborate 
decorations, their singular, uninterpreted bas-reliefs and 
hieroglyphic tablets, but as. yet no light has been thrown 
upon the origin of the people who built these cities. All 
the knowledge we can ever expect to obtain of the history of 
these people must be drawn from the ruins. Recently a 
well-equipped expedition has been dispatched to Central 
America, charged with the work of systematically searching 
for everything that may tend to place within the domain of 
history the facts connected with a people whose career 
must hav been one of the most interesting in the general 
development of the world’s civilization. The founders of 
these Cities were our predecessors on this continent; their 
peculiar civilization and their esthetic development are of 
the highest interest as regards the question of the origin of 
man himself ; their history is, in fact, the first chapter of 
the general history of the Americn continent. Though we 


are not the lineal descendants of these builders of citieg . 


that must hav rivaled even Babylon and Nineveh in some 
of their architectural features, the results of their culture 
hav been left to our safe keeping, and from these results it 
ig evidently our duty, as far as possible, to gather the 
materials for filling up the unwritten first chapter of our 
own history. A full account of the explorations of the 
party comprising the expedition is to be published from 
month to month in the North American Review, with illus- 
trations of the most important objects discovered. The 
August number of the Review contains an ariicle by the 
editor introductory to the series, entitled *' Ruined Cities of 
Central America." Other articles in the same number of 
the Review are '* The Law of Newspaper Libel,” by John 
Proffat; ''The Census Laws,” by Charles F. Johnson; 
“ Nullity of the Emancipation Edict,” by Richard H. Dana; 
* Principles of Taxation," by Prof. Simon Newcomb ; 
“ Prince Bismarck as a Friend of America and as a States- 
man,” bv Moritz Busch; and ‘Recent Literature,” by 
Charles T. Congdon. 
—— er ——— ———— 

TEE axiom of our government that “all men are born 
free and equal" is true only so far as. privileges are con- 
cerned, for it is sufficiently evident, to. require no argument 
that all are not born equal in mental and physical endow. 
ments, —Footes Health Monthly, ` 
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Letters from Friends. 


Mocxusoy, TENN., J une 1, 1880 


Dzar FRIEND BENNETT: I am glad you are peppering 
God’s ignorant children with common sense. I hope it will 
Sir Jas. 
And 
Buckle says, on page 132, vol. i, ‘‘ History of Civilization :” 


make them smart enough to be honest and civil. 
Mackintosh says, ‘‘ Morality admits no discoveries." 


‘There is no instance on record.of an ignorant man who, 
having good intentions and supreme power to enforce them, 


has not done far more evil than good. And whenever the 


intentions hav been very eager and the power very extensiv, 
the evil has been enormous. 


motiva, you will likewise diminish the sins which he works, 
. If he is selfish as well as ignorant, it will often happen that 


you can play off his vice against his ignorance, and by excit- 


ing his fears restrain his mischief. If, however, he has no 
fear, if he is entirely unselfisb, if his sole object is the good 
of others, if he pursues that object with enthusiasm, upon a 
large scale and with disinterested zeal, then it is that you 
hav no check upon him; you hav no means of preventing 
the calamities which, in an ignorant age, an ignorant man 
will be sure to inflict. How entirely this is verified by ex- 
perience we may see in studying the history of religious 
persecution.” 

I think the above illustrates the position of your and our 
persecutors, ‘‘ignorant and selfish." If we cannot educate 
them we may the masses of the people, for they desire to 
hav the truth and use it. I ama Spiritualist, and must 


manage to keep THE TRUTH BERKER with the Banner of 


Light and Mind and Matter. The truth shall make us free, 
We ought to unite and vote for an honest mas for president, 
Yours truly, J. K. DzoRTR. 
Mr. PrEAsANT, Iowa, July 20, 1880. . 
D. M. Bennett, Dear Mrs I like your paper. I like your 
political article in your issue of the 17th. I was a Republi- 
can until I saw the party was fast becoming the religious 
party of the country, Iam now voting so as to prevent the 
ministerial and Young Men's Christian Associations from 
controiling our president and our Congress. Here is the 
vital, the life and death point between freedom and super- 
stition, Our present salvation is in a change of administra- 
tion, and don't you forget it if you woulda’t make a serious 
blunder. Garfield and Weaver are both preachers. We 
hav no reason to believe that Hancock will be controlled by 
superstitious influences. Yours truly, ANDREW GOAN. 


THRIVING DAKOTA. 


. Vorea, Dax, July 20. 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: The outside world has very 
vague ideas about Dakota and the Black Hills. Hav you 
any objections to my telling your readers something about 
it? The great difficulty is that TRE TRUTH SEEKER, broad 
as is the field that it covers, is not large enough to hold. all 
I could say. It would take & volume to giv you an idea of 
the vastness, the resources, and the growth of this wonder- 
ful region. 

Dakota is an empire of 153.000 square miles—larger than 
ali the New England states, New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvanis, and Delaware combined, and in all its vast area 
there is not an acre that is not rich in resources, agricultural 
and mineral and pastural. Within her borders are the most 
exhaustless gold mines, the grandest wheat fields, and mill- 
ions of acres of the finest pasture lands upon the face of the 

lobe. What do you think of a valley that yields eight hun- 
fred bushels of potatoes and eighty bushels of oats to the 
acre? hemmed in by solid golden hills whose summits kiss 
therky. Think of wheat farms, Dalrymple's near Jargo, that 
last year produced 500,000 bushels of wheat—enough to load 
1,500 cars, making a train fifteen miles long—clearing above 
all expenses $85.000 as the profits of one year's crop. Think 
of the farms like Grandin’s, forty milesinorth of Bismarck, in 
the valley of the Red River, who owns and runs s line of 
steamboats and barges to ship the harvest of his owr farm, 
has his own elevators, and may take a notion any time to 
build his own railroad to Lake Superior. Think of cities 
like Bismarck, Fargo, Sioux Falls, and Deadwood, from the 
savage nothingness of five years ago changed into all the 
bustling activity, wealth, and luxury of prosperous metro- 
politan cities, with immense wholesale and retail stores, 
banks, theaters, hotels, and daily papers that would be a 
credit to any region of a century's growth. All this in a 
region that ignorant geographers only a few years ago set 
' down as a frigid wilderness destined to remain forever anni- 
hilated, and you can hav & faint idea of Dakota. I hav 
done some talking for THE TRUTH SEEKER, but money is 
scarce until after harvest, when I think you can expect 
some new subscribers, also orders for books, for the people 
‘are a wide-awake progressiv class, and where I hav circu- 
fated your paper, are eyes to read. Yours, 
SARAH KELLOGG., 


CLEVELAND, O , July 20, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sirs As you are so busy i will 
. only write a postal card. Your work is herculean; hav won. 
dered how you can accowplish so much. Generous! you 
are the goul of generosity. I nor no other Liberal can com- 
: pensate you for what you hav done for us. True, the year 
of your imprisonment díd make an effort to save the mark, 
There had been no merit otherwise. Now that I did it, do 
not offer compensation, All thanks to you just the same. 
L saw all such megnanimity in your face. I do nothing for 
. orthodoxy, besides I hav not paid for THE TRUTH SEEKER 
as l should. Hav practiced great economy since a widow, 
but ina year hope to swing my matters in better shape. 
Am called a good financier. Before I die hopé to do some- 
thing to aid our cause by donation to editor of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. Such is my ambition. I wish to put myself on 
record for truth, brotber]y love. The book, '*Gods of 
Ancient and Modern Times," meets the demand go long felt. 
Every. writer, speaker, worker in the Liberal ranks should 
possess themselves of a copy. How could you collect and 
produge so much while im prison? "Truly the angels do aid 
pou. This prison child of yours is dear to my heart. Your 
suffering, like death, sanctified it! So great is my regard 
for it, fear superstition may sink in the same. You know 
I hav deeided convictions, and had I health, pen nor tongue 
should falter nor rest while life remains. Ob, the need of 
earnest workers! When one isin earnest they carry con- 
viction and conquest in their march. Q, for more “' Rev. 
Chaineys.” My good brother, may spirits of light, great 
wisdom guide you until we meest in the better land. 
: ' Yours in love, Grace L, PARKHURST, 


Monmovra, ILL., July 28, 1880, 


Bat if you can diminish the 
sincerity of that man, if you can mix some alloy with his 


Chinee, Tee Cee Lee. 
horse-power fasts always. 


abouts. Your fellow-heathen, W. F. JAMIESON. 


Bzrorr, July 20, 1880. 


D. M, Bennett, Dear Sir: à 
TRUTH SEEKER, No. 29, of Col. Ingersoll’s political situa- 
tion, While his views are very good in regard to asking 
those questions, all is right. But he says he understands 
that Gen. Garfield is a Christian. If that is a fact, we as 
Liberals want to be careful how we take their word, for, 
I understand that President Hayes promised the Colonel 
that D. M. Bennett should be released, but his word did not 
prove true. Now I am no party man. [ am.ready to vote 
for any man that will come the nearest to supporting the 
National Liberal League Constitution, and I do know that 
when I was circulating & petition for the release of D. M. 
Bennett a number of Catholics did sign the petition and 
not one of any other church denomination could I get to 
sign it. Iam no Catholic, but I would as soon take their 
word as any other religious denomination, and I would not 
giv one cent for the word of any of them. If we can 
get no better assurance than their word, we had better vote 
for Robert G. Ingersoll or D. M. Bennett, for we know that 
D. M. Bennett has been tried, not in the fiery furnace, but 
in the Albany Penitentiary. Let every Liberal be sure that 
he don’t vote for a damnationist. f 

Yours wholly for Liberal views, JAMES BRIDGER. 
Ricu¥FoxD, Vr., July 15, 1880, 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Friend: We hav had one hun- 
dred years of Federal and Republican, Whig and Demo- 
cratic, politice, and four hundred years of Catholic and 
Protestant Christianity ; and now men in office are such 
that we must pay five times our legal postage, and get a post- 
guise order to send two dollars across the state, or hav it 
stolen. 

My folks are controversialists, and I wish they were more 
definit. ) 

1. (Gen. i.) ‘‘God created the skies and the earth.” A 
simple affirmation. I wish some one would giv one particle 
of good evidence to prove it true ; furnish some good evi- 
dence that such a character as the Jewish Jahveh-Elobim 
ever had a real existence. ; 

2. (Gen. ii.) Good evidence to prove that Jahveh-Elohim, 
or Lord God, did make & garden man-trap, baited with 
woman and apples, and a devil to attend the trap. 

3 Good evidence to prove that the literal eating of for- 
bidden fruit caused all children to be born sinners so de- 
praved that God had to make an endless hell of fire and 
erp acas to put nine-tenths of mankind into after we are 
dead ? 

4. Prove that God did hate man more than all other 
creatures — before there were any priests—creature, or 
thing ! 

5, Furnish good evidence that any living thing ever had 
knowledge or consciousness atter it was really dead! 

We offer fifty dollars for good evidence to prove the 
above assertions. We will not take Bible texts as proof of 
any real thing, because the Bible says God is a spirit, God 
is fire, God is trutb, God is love, God is loving to every 
man, and his tender mercies are over all his works. The 
Bible says the dead know not anything, Iam not going 
to prove by it that they do know anything when dead. 
Spiritualists do not prove they do by the Bible. 

Crime stalks abroad; we all hav fears; 

It rages like a storm; 


They've preached their hell a thousand years, 
And still there’s no reform, 
J. Noxzs. 


` PzscADERO, Cat, July 12, 1880. 
FRIEND BENNETT: Perhaps you think at times you should 
hear from me. So itis, but I hav no money yet. Don’t be 
alarmed, I soon will hav money. The paper must and 
shall be paid for as soon as I get the wherewith, 
AsIam writing, please allow me a little space to say a 
few words about the Bible plan of salvation, as set forth by 
Christian theology. It is ssid to be an eternal plan, and 
that it was planned by an eternal ‘‘God.” Can any man or 
woman conceive of a plan as old as its planner, or an inven- 
tion as old as its inventor? Is it not impossible for such a 
thing to be as an eternal plan, since all plans must hav 
been preceded by a planner? To my mind, the dogma of 
everlasting salvation, as wellas that of everlasting perdition, 
with the would-be glorious and beautiful plan which pre- 
cedes them, and which must of necessity itself be preceded, 
is alla myth, and, let me ask, where is the beauty in it? I 
hav heard it said in times of yore, 


* There is music in the drum, 
And there is music in the kettles ; 
There is music in the knife and fork 
With which you eat your victuals,” 


By a similar conception of things, we may say, 


There is beauty in a snake, 
And there is beauty in a spider; 
There is beauty in a big mouth, 
Because it opens wider; 
There is a beauty in a tadpole, 
And there is beauty in a frog; 
There is beauty. in a turtle 
That sits upon a log. 


To be frank and honest, I must say that it is only by such 
conceptions as these that L can see any beauty whatever in 
this would-be great, grand, harmonious, beautiful plan of 
salvation which hangs mainly upon the single hinge of faith, 
“ He who believeth shall be sayed; he who believeth nos 
shall be damned." Just asif men and women could believe 
just as they pleased; as if there could be any virtue in try- 
ing to believe that which is repugnant to reason] 

^ Wy. WORLEY. 
CLYDE, KAN., July 20, 1839. 

D. M. Bennert, Dear Sir: Your article on the political 
Situation in your issue of June 17th is keen as a rapier and 
pointed as a gladiator's steel, and hits the Republican party 
betwixt wind and water. Ring the tocsin bell loud and 
long, until every Liberal in America shall awake and count 
one in the loyal army for freedom. Let no Liberal vote for 
Garfield. The Republican government has planted its iron 
heel on the neck of our worthy chief, has placed him in 
bondage vile, hag placed an espionage upon the mails. Tnese 
things are insults to the cause we love, and savor of popery 
and kingcraft. Yes, “giv us a new deal.” But Liberals 
must not for a moment go back to Democracy, That would 
be jumping out of the frying-pan into the fire. Let us hay 
A new party that will scorn Tammany rings, ‘!bar'ls” of 
money, national banks, bloated bondholders, railroad kings, 
male suffrage, God in the Gonstitution—& party that will 
advocate and carry out the grand, principles that Paine, 


— 


** Good for Greens," splendid, Isay good for that heathen 
May he be preserved from forty- 
Worlds without end, or there- 


I noticed a letter in THE 


advocated. Let us, in the name of humanity and truth, 
unite and form a solid front, and carry the war into every 
town ard hamlet, and use our paper bullets where they wiil 
wound the enemy in a vita! part. Yes, Bro. Bennett, with 
your arrest the war becomes inevitable, and, in the language 
of the immortal Patrick Henry, ‘‘Our chains are being 
forged." Their clanking might hav b-en heard during the 
past year in the Albany penitentiary. Every gale that 
8weeps over our beloved country brings to our ears mutter- 
‘ings of the coming storm. . But if we can not bring out a 
new party then let us all unite with the Greenb:ckers. It 
is certainly far in advance of old conservativ Democracy: 
or renegade Republicanism. Lat us begin to build up the 
Liberaltemplenow. Like a band of loving brothers let us 
work together. Yours, D. C. SEYMOUR. | 


Burton, July 30, 1880, 
FREND BENNETT : On a cursory examination of the two 
volumes of your new book, I apprehend they will prove of 
inestimable value to the scholar, thinker, and searcher after 
truth, as it has fruited on life’s fair tree, struggling up the 
battling centuries. Simple compilation of two such mag- 
nificent volumes is a task. Selecting, arrauging, and fitting 
into the theme on hand requires great effort. I think no 
penitentiary of this country ever bore such fruit May they 
prove two powerful battering rams to demolish the walls of. 
superstition, light the torch of truth and freedom, and make 
flush the pocket of D. M. Bennett. For the accomplish- - 
ment of this object find inclosed six dollars, amount of bill 

for books, Very respectfully, D. Hiexsrs, M.D. 


QLENBEULAB, Wis., July 20, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Two numbers of your paper 
bav just been received, and.here is a little to support it. 
Glancing over its live pages, I notice it is no ‘‘ pent up 
Utica," nor bigoted slogan, knocking every man down who 
differs. : $ 
Reading your lengthy editorial ‘‘ Politics for Liberals,” 
I can readily comprehend why you are so in earnest, utter- 
ing words that burn with the fire of resolution. He who 
has served under chains can well appreciate human liberty. 
“ The greatest of all are the principles of free speech, free 
press, and free mails.” That’s splendid; has the right 
ring. It means change, 88 you say. Though some of us 
may sec a plank underneath that, the two together make a 
stronger platform. But a word of difference as to the 
means to be used. You advise Liberals to vote the Demo- 
cratic. ticket—Hancock and English—averring that while 
your sympathies are With the Greenhackers, ‘‘they can ac- 
complish nothing by running a separate ticket.” f 
Why, sir, do you not hear the rumble of voices coming 
up from the toiling millions all over the country, demand- 
ing redress, retrenchment, reform? There’s a power be- 
hind the Republican throne or the Democratic chair. The 
oppressed millions in workshops, in fields, in stores, in - 
canals, in ship-yards, in all departments of labor, are 
uniting in solid phalanx to mske the “change” a sweeping 
one, a Change that shall abolish tyrannical systems of 
finance and jurisprudence, a change that shall giv industry 
leadership to the freedom so long sought. It seems to me 
that ''availability" is not the question of the hour, it is 
justice. ‘* Not strong enough in numbers to win,” is that . 
the idea that should animate the hearts of freemen? A 
party that had a thousand delegates at its national conven- 
tion is strong enough to push a re-vamped monarchy to the 
wall, 
“ The battle,” says Patrick Henry, ''is not to the strong 
alone, but to the vigilant, the activ, the brave.” The Green- 
back movement in our country. is the same wave-line, 
though differently named, that 18 sweeping over Europe, 
through [reland, France, Germany, Russia, round the world. 
Who accelerates it is the new Abolitionist of 1880. Success, 
involving protection to free speech, free press, and free 
mails, does not depend so much on availability as men often 
argue. .Heal victory is always moral, educed by agitation. 
Look into history and note how minorities, Gomposed of 
best minds, hav ruled after all. What we waut is an ex. 
pression of the wronged, the injured, the persecuted, the 
ostracized, the enslaved, against anointed tyrannies. Can 
the expressionless voice through either of the old parties, 
whose whole sentiment is unquestionably oppressiv ? The 
olden adage is a good one, and ever applicable, “Put not 
new wine into old bottles.” J. O. BanBETT. 


. -DRAVOSBURGH, PA., July 24, 1880. 
I am a German minister, and I think you will not receive . 
many letters from clergymen. Although of course ia many. 
things Iam of another opinion than you are, nevertheless 
I want that paper, as I am learning a good deal from it. I 
of all things try to learn both sides. Qf course I am a Free: 
thinker and a Rationalist in the original meaning of those 
words. Iam against all suppression, from whatsoever sidg 
it may come. I[ hav myself endured many wrongs from 
Christian hypocrite, and J am sure now that the people 
outside of the churches are in no way worse generally than 
the church members are. 

I hav left the sects, and I minister now to an independent 
congregation. Especially I like your present discussion in 
the paper with Mr. Mair, as both sides are given, and the 
truth seeker can better learn the truth in that way. 

Iam very glad that you came out frankly against such 
men a8 Comatock and against their manner of working, 
Your prison experience and your free public confession of 
your fault concerning those much spoken-of letters made 
you dear to my heart. I hav suffered heavier wrongs from 
church-members than that woman suffered from you—if she 
indeed suffered in any way—but never one of my Christian 
enemies Confessed his sin or asked forgivness, I esteem 
you more than such holy people. ' i j 
Finally, I would like td seé a specimen copy of the daily 
Truth, and'as I do not know the address of that paper, L 
would be thankful if you wonld be so kind as to procure © 
mg one gopy. : 

You are free to publish my letter if you will correot my 
very imperfect Eaglish. I seldom write or speak in that 
language, and I hav learned it only by reading. 

Yours for truth and right, L. G. HILMER, 


a JEWELL Crty, KAN., July 20, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Friend: Atter reading R G. loger- 
soll’s letter in your paper of July 17th, in which he advises 
that questions be drafted and proposed to the candidates for 
President and Vice-President so that we may know how 
they stand on the great question of mental, moral, and civil 
liberty, in order to be aple to vote intelligently and for our 
greatest interests, I feel impelled to say, as one of th 

outspoken Liberals of the noble state of Kansas, that J 
heartily indorse what he says, and hope that-measures may 
be adopted at once to gain the desired information.’ I do 
not ‘feel like trusting to the Democratic party, who hay 


— Y. O, LELAND, Dear Sire TRUTH BERKER of J uly 24th, ! Jefferson, Franklin, and hosts of others now living hav ‘always been hand in hand with the Catholics, and they, we 


ab 
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know, are among the greatest foes to civil and religious lib- 
‘erty, and are doing all they can to undermine and break 
‘down our glorious free School system. What has the Dem- 
cratic party done in the past that would encourage us to 
trust it for the future? On the other hand, it is equally 
true’ that the Republican party has advocated and in- 
sisted on the fullest and grandest liberty. It is true that 
for some time the party has been to some extent lately ruled 


‘and governed by a lot of bigots, but I hope aod believe that 


their opinions and. actions hav not been indorsed by the 
majority of the Republican party, aud that all that will be 
necessary for us to do in order to obtain the rights which 
“we believe and know we are entitled to under the glorious 
free Constitution is to arise in our might and help elect to 
the highest cfflce in the command of the people those men 
who truly favor free speech and a free press. : 
Yours for right, E. L. McCriuna. 


] Cnosswicxs, N. J, July 21, 1830, 
. D. M. Bennert, Dear Sir: Inclosed thee will ptesse fiad 
a five dollar United States note on the Little Falls National 
Bank, which thee will accept to aid thee in defraying thy 
expenses to the Brussels Congress. Thee wil! please ac- 
koowledge by postal on receipt by return mail. . 

With best wiehes for thy safe return home, very truly thy 
friend for free speech, free press, and free maila, 3 

CAROLINE B. ELLIS. 


. LzxiwGToN, Ky., July 15. 1880. 

Mr. EprToR : When a man’s character and actions are 
undergoing vivisection, those who take delight in perform- 
ing the operation little think of the comments passed upon 
themselvs—the revelation they make of their own sordid 
natures, incapable as they are of appreciating the good done 
now, in the midst of tribulation, by the world’s great 
saviors, . : ` 

Like the meanest of the Jews, they reject the treasure for 
which their souls hav been longing, their swinish faculties 
not being able to detect the value of a jewel when it is that 
under their very noses : Such would rend you, while you 
were opening for them the very gates of bliss, : 

They will parade before you a long tirade upon the vir- 
tues of Savonarola (Scribner; August number), when, had 
they lived in the day of the great reformer, they would hav 
been the first to insult and hunt him down. 

Such are the indications of a common, second-rate consti- 
tution of mind. Such persons will devote every thought. 
energy, and passion of their being to the pleasant task of 
maintaining in splendor tbe integrity of their own interests. 


. It may be the circulation of a migazine aad theic own per- 


sonal popularity. To effect this object every precious 
weight of science must be laid aside, every dew drop of 
nature dashed away, and each spark of Promethean fire 
extinguished, if these should chance to off;nd orthodox or 
other desirable readers. 

A man may edit a splendid periodical, and yet the thought 
will never pass through his thick skull that there is use or 
beauty in secularizing the human intellect (D. M. Bennett’s 
enterprise) giving the divine powers of man a chance (un- 
encumbered by the slime of sectarian beliefs) to roam 
through the holy labyrinths of nature’s worke, every faculty 
thrilling with joy, every hope and resolution attuned to 
‘associations which breathe of purity, philanthropy, industry, 
and progress. : ; 

Dr. Holland knows that the human intellect is dwarfed, 
distorted, chained down, and degraded by the poisonous 
Influence of prejudice, oppression, poverty, misery, and 
‘despair, but were we to depend upon him as » moral engine 


‘for the eradication of evil, we might be waiting till the. 


judgment day for a bright streak in the heaven of success, 
But D. M. Bennett has decided otherwise. In spite of 
imperfections in the character of Freethinkers, their zealous 
efforts should be seconded in every useful work by those 
who pretend to hav the good of the human race at heart. 
The first steps of the great reformer are over burning coale. 
Maligned, misrepresented, maltreated, and persecuted, he 
pursues his devious and fiery way. Love sustains him. 
Holy peace of mind is his reward.  Accusers, will you do 
aud dare as much ? Respectfully, ALHAZA. 
Port Jervis, N. Y., Julv 24, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: lsend you P, O. order for 
ten dollars, five of which are for your new book, and five to 
chip in toward your trip to Brussels. I say, Gu, by all 
means, because the Liberals of America will be represented 
by a true man, who is a genuin type of Infidelity. I am 
pleased to see that the difference between yourself and Mr. 
‘Underwood has been amicably adjusted. I believe the 
contributions will continue to flow in after your return from 
Brussels. I certainly will giv aa much after as before your 


. trip, and I think you will in time receive enough to fully 


defray your expenses of the trip. 
i T.uly yours, 


J. W. Weep. 


: MomwTAGUE, Texas. July 20, 1850. 
FRIEND BENNETT: Inclosed fiad P. O. order for two 
dollars, for which please send me the second volume on 
the gods and religions. Iam much pleased with the first 
volume, but I can’t keep it at home long enough to read it 
through. fBE'lRUTH SEEKER comes every week full of 
rich things. I would be glad to help you on yoür foreign 
tour, but I hav recently bought a mill here, and hav all I 
can manage for the present. I will work out of this tight 
place in a few months, when I will want more books. 
Yours truly, Gao. W. CARPENTER, 


RocuzxSTZER, N. Y., July 27, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir. Permit me to subscribe 
myselt as one of the many íriends whose thoughts and 
good wishes will follow thee during thy voyage and jour- 
neyings to a foreign clime, on a mission of botn doing and 
receiving good. Jnclosed I hand you ten dollars to help 
defray your expenses. While waiting and hoping for thy 
safe return, the incidents and experiences of thy every 
wakeful hour will be interesting to ue, the readers of the 
indispensable TRUTH SEEKER, whose name is a lesson by 

itself. Your assured RocHESTER FRIEND. 


Barre, Mass., July 27, 1880. 
FRIEND BENNETT: The second volume of ** The Gods" 
was received last week ali safe and sound. I am delighted 


. With the latter part of rhe work, the only portion I hav 


read, on Christianity, E:senism, the Apostolic Fathers, 
Church Corruptions and Persecutions, Heretics and Here- 
sies, etc. Yourself as frontispiece surprised me. [I could 
never hav believed it you but for the fact—so charged and 
unlike you. But how young and bright you look—not 
much like a convict, I assure you, however much you may 
hav. felt like one. Your prison garb becomes you well, and 
ag while in it you produced the two valuable volumes of 


"Tbe Gods," consisting of nearly 1,800 pages, you may 


well feel proud of the costume. Hoping you will hav a 
pleasant trip to Europe, an interesting and useful Congress, 
and return with good health and with renewed energy and 
power, I am very consistently and -conscientiously your 
friend and well-wisher, EGLA E, Gipson. 


: Vicrorra, B. C., July 14 1880. 
` D. M. Bennett, Dear Str: I commenced subscribing for 
your paper the first year of its publication, from Cawker 
City. Kau., from whence I removed to Seattle, W. T. 
About two years ago I left for Alaska, and in the interval I 
lost.the opportunity of renewing my subscription. As I 
am now settled here, and as I intend to renew, I here 
inclose you five dollars, for which please giv me credit. 
Hoping soon to see your welcome paper, and that you may 
long continue its nublication, I remain, 

Yours respectfully, W, HUSEN. 


; MoLzas, ILL., July 26, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT. Dear Six: {nc'o:ed please tnd. ten dol- 
lars for Brussels expenses. Hoping you will hav a pleasant 
trip, and do the cause good, I remain, 


Yours with respect, Mns. Lousra Post. 


Lone Laks. MINN., July 20, 1880. 

Msz. EDITOR : I hav read your article in the issue of July 
81, entided, “The Political Situation," and though I hav 
no doub: of the honesty of your motivs in advising’ Liberals 
to act with the Democratic party, I seriously question the 
use of their doiag so, If the Liberals would hold them- 
selves aloof as & body of political mercenaries, to vote, 
independent of other considerations, for the parity who 
promises them the most, they would only earn the contempt 
of all parties. While I know that the Republican party 
favors church and other hated monopolies, I hav every 
reason to distrust the Democratic party, whose policy, like 
Paul's, has been, “ All things to all .mer,” with a hard 
money plank in one state, and a soft money plank in 
another, just ss they thought they could catch voter, a 
party composed of fiercely antagonistic elemente, held 
together by their leaders in the hope of dividing among 
themselves ere long the plunder and spoils of political vic- 
tory. I cannot conceive how the Liberal vote of the coun- 
try can hav any weight with the Democratic party. It is 
not to the Liberals they are lookiug for victory next elec- 
tion, but to John Kelly and Tammany, for. talk as they 
like, every intelligent Democrat knows that John Kelly, if 
he chooses, can appoint a political funeral for them next 
November, and furnish the presidential corpse. As to 
their platforme, the Républicans are decidedly ahead in 
their promises to Liberals in proposing that constitutional 
amendment in regard to schools. But how can we trust 
either of them, knowing their antecedents? It is true the 
Democrats opposed some legislativy measures that the 
church attempted, but I think it was owing more to the fact, 
of their being introduced under Republican auspices than to 
patriotic and Liberal motivs. if as you admit there is a 
deep underlying principle sustained and advucated by the 
Greenback party, why shut our eyes to it, why use the 
coward’s argument that it can’t succeed this time? How 
under heaven can any reform succeed if Liberals and 
reformers withhold their support, because it is opposed by 
8 far more powerful enemy ? ‘* Absolute right is the high- 
est expediency,” This shouid be the Liberal’s motto in 
politics as well as in anything elee. I notice of my Liberal 
acquaintances that a large majority of them are Greenback- 
ers. A man who is Clear of unreasonable prejudice in 
religion is apt to be so in politics, and is generally too intel- 
ligent to be lashed into the old party traces by the senseless 
cries of *'state rights " and '' rebel brigadiers," on one side, 
and “troops at the polls” and ''ceniralization" on the 
other. Jos. H, LYDIARD, 


Orisco, Micg., Jaly 20, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir : 1 rejoice that you still liv to 
enjoy the tree atmospnere of liberty. Iam a young Infidel 
and & constant reader of your paper, which is, in my judg- 
ment, the best paper published on this side of the world. I 
regret to see 80 much inharmony and contention in the 
ranks of Liberalism. Tnere has been altogether to» mu:h 
powder wasted in our own camp. The indica:ions ot the 
times apparently show us that we need the united workings 
and co-operation of every Freethinker in the land. Wouid 
to heaven, then, that the Liberalists would forever cease 
that bilious howl in our own Camp. And yet, when Bundy, 
Abbot, Comstock, and others of that stripe undertake w 
crush you, 1 conclude that you are justified, when they 
tread on your toes too hard, to just tuin & backward somer 
sault at them, and with trip-hammer blows of logic, not 
oniy pay them back in their own coin, but make a world's 
exhibition of them. Young America will stand by you 
even though high-cultured saints Censure you. 

Fraternally yours, Frank J. Luick. 


: CENTRE BELPRE, O., July 15, 1830. 

To TEE EDITOR OF Tag TRUTA SEEEEB, Sir; Làm sorry 
I put you to 8) muca trouble in calling your attention to 
the verb see,in your answer to ''Inquirer," and am also 
sorry that you supposed I did so critically. With Webster 
Uaabridged before me [ couid not hav supposed you mis- 
used the word. The object I bad in view wast» call you 
out in an essay on that raculty of the sou’, mind, intellect, 
brain, spirit, or whatever else it may be, if anything, by 
whicn we ace, perceive, or take cognizince of, the qualities 
of goodness, love, wisdom, amiavleaess, etc , as well as 
all other virtues and views of ourselvs and fellow-beings. To 
my mind, essays on this and Kindred subjects are of the 
first importance, and that you hav some good ideas on these 
subjects I am fain to believe. 

I was first induced to take Tus TRUTH SEEKER by read- 
ing your essays on matter, motion, life. Now, every man 
has his peculiar field of thought; providing he thinks at all, 
and mire has much of it been in the psychological, though I 
nav also tried to comprenend Nature as far as I could in 
her various departments. And the more I hav studisd her 
the more 1 hav become conviaced, tha', absurd as it may 
appear, she is ine father, mother, sister, and brother, 
parent and offspring, or, in other words, she isthe allin all. 
She is the whole, of which ali things are but parts, ana 
in her ample bosom are contained ail powers and cupacities, 
finite and infinit, or by any other name by which they may 
be called. And whatever others may think about spending 
time on these subjectis I hav nothiag to say, To m», time 
is well spent if L nav learned ever so little. I seek kaowl- 
edge for is own sake, because to me it is more precious than 
goid. I study nature more than books. T read books to 
learn Wnat otner men hav thought, and when tney drop a 
golden ides Í try to pick it up and put it in my casket, and 
call it mine. : 

Now, [should be giad to hear from you and your con- 
tributor& on these subjects, I don’t expect you to print & 


paper on purpose for my reading. Not one in a thousand 
would take it, for I am desperately ultra, and that is the 
reason I don’t write, for few would care to read, and if I 
ask a question I am apt to do itin such an awkward manner 
that persons think I mesu no good. And when I think how 
much you hav been cuff :d and kicked about and misunder- 
stood, I don't wonder you are sore from head to foot, for if 
I had passed through what you hav, I would be more full 
of boils than ever Job was, and crosser than any mau with 
the gout, and don't believe I could bs civil or amiable to my 
best friends. : 

It I thought you would take time and room to print them, 
I would like to show up the other side of cant versus criti- 
.cism; for, absurd as Spiritualism and Spiritualists may be, 
the errors and absurdities are not all on their side, and others 
assert a great many things which they may find as difficult 
of proof, if put to the test, as any absurdity in Spiritualism. 
In my experience it is much easier to blow about abaurdi- 
ties than to discover and establish facts, Still iv search of 
truth, B G. Leonard M.D. 


REPLY.—We evidently mistook the purport of our friend's 


remarks. We will cheerfully giv any crude views we may ` 


entertain and our reasons for entertaining them. As to the 
mind or intellect, we regard it a8 wholly the result of intri- 
cate material organization, and that it can only be perpetu- 
ated by the organization being perpetuated. If we are to be 
favored with a continued existence after death, we can on!y 
possess Consciousness by possesiing an organization capable 
of producing consciousness. On this basis, and with the 
demonstration before us that consciousness and intelligence 
hav an existence outside of and disconnected with what are 
called crude physical organizations, we hav felt compelled 
to sdopt the theory that this is our rudimentary stage of 
existence, and that after this form of life is nver, we, in har- 
mony with the economy of the universe, enter upon another 
and more ethereal form, but still material and organized 
quite as perfectly as in our present life. How many such 
changes or evolutions may be in the future for us of course 
is unknown, but that the universe is capable of doing all 
this and much more, we readily concede. 

We think our friend quite correct in the praise he bestows 
upon Nature or the universe. Itis truly the parent of all ex- 
istences, the cause of all phenomena and all fnrms of life. It 
is indeed the all, the whole, and outside of it there is ab- 
solutely nothing. All forces and powers reside within the 
universe, a8 do all substance and all forms of life. Without 
it there is nothing, not even space, for the universe extends 


wherever space is, and both extend forever without stop or - 


limit. : 

Our friend is evidently one who thinks, and we will be 
glad to hear from him again. Any question he wishes to 
propound to us we will answer accordiug to such ability as 
we hav.—Ep. T. 8. ` 


ANGOLA, IND., July 24. 1830. 

Deae BROTHER BENNETT: I hav now in my possession 
both books written by you while in prison. Ihav as yet 
read but little in them, but I know they are interesting aad 
instructiv. Isee by my last TRUTH SEEKER the diffculty 
between yourself and Mr. Underwood is now settled, and I 
sincerely hope Tug TRUTH SEEKER in the future will be de- 
voted wholly to the work of defending human rights. I 
hope all matters between our editors and lecturers and their 
lady friends can be settled in the future without the aid of 
‘THE TRUTH SEEKER. i 

And go you are to sail for Brussels the 4th, Joy go with 
you and may peace and prosperity be yours. I hav just 
been reading ‘‘Politics for Liberals" in the last week’s 
paper. I em only a woman, and of course hav no vote and 
perhaps no influence, but like most woman I like to put in 
a word now and then and in the present case [ hope it may 
hav some effect. I wanttosay to every voter that claims 
to be Liberal, read that article closely, look well to all the 
acts of oppression that hav been committed in the last 
eight years by the party in power, and use yourinfluence 
with every voter of your acquaintance in favor of a change. 
My sympathies were always with the Republicau party un- 
til Mrs. Woodbull was arrested, her business broken up, and 
herself and sister cast into Ludiow Street Jail for doing 
what had always been done by other editors since my re- 
membrance, and has been done since by the very man that 
arrested her, and that too within a year, the only difference 
being, the man she published the scandal about was a pet 
priest of the orthodox stamp. : 

Friends of freedom, lsy aside your party prejudicer, look 
to principles, and determin in your own minds to look 
thoroughly into this matter betw2en this and election day, 
and cast your votes understandingly, The very fact of Mr. 
Hey wood's and Mr. Bencett’s imprisonment for asserting 
their rights as Amerie in citizens, being under a Rspublican 
regime, should be sufficient cause for every Liberal to vote 
against the Republican party. If the Democratic party wins 
and do no better, then unite and oust them, but how they 
can do worse is difficult to imagine. S. J. MINER. 


oo 
{From the Banner of Light} 
OUTLINES oF PHRENOLOGY, By F., E. Aspinwall, M. D. 
New York: D. M. Bennett, publisher, 141 Eighth st. 

A work intended mainly as a chart for the use of practical 
phrenologists. It explains the first principles of the science, 
and will be found useful to students and all desiring to 
acquire an elementary knowledge of phrenology in a short 
time. It is the best book of the kind we hav seen, ings- 
muh as a great deal of information is given in a few words. 
The author appears to. know just what one wishes, and 
giva it, with no verbose flourishes. 


From the Liberal and Scientidc Publishing House of D. 


M. Bennett, 141 Eighth street, New York, we hav the fol- ` 


lowing : '* Pocket Theology.” By Voltaire. Translated from 
the French by Miss Ellen Carroll. A collection of short, 
pithy, and rather satirieal deflnitions of theological words 
andexpressiong, '''The Jamieson-Ditzler Debate,” between 
Professor W. F. Jamieson, of Chicago, Ill., and Rav. Jacob 
Di-zler, D D., of Kentucky. An official report of a debate 
at Kirksville, Mo., Continuing for nine evenings, upon the 
special inspiration of the Bible and the compartiv tenden- 
cies of Infidelity and the Christian religion, ‘ The Clergy- 
man’s Victims," A Radical romance, By Mrs, T, E, Ball, 


& 
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Ehe Truth Seeker, Angust 7, 1880. 


Her Last ‘Letter. 


"Tis but a line, a hurried scrawl, 
And little seem the wórds to say, 
Yet hold me in reproachful thrall: 
" You quarreled with me yesterday; 
To-morrow you'll be sad.” 


Ay, " you'll be sad,” the words are few, 
And yet they pierce my soul with pain; 
Ay." you'll be sad,” the words are true; 
They haunt me with prophetic strain: 
f “ To-morrow you'll be sad.” 


We quarreled, and for what? a word, 
A foolish speech that jarred the ear, 
And thus in wrath our pulses stirred ; 
Then came her letter. '' Dear. my dear, 
To-morrow you'll be sad.” 


Few words! half mirth, and half regret, 
The last her hand should ever write— 
Bad words! learned long ago, &nd yet 
Fresh with new pain to ear and sight: 
; “ To- morrow you'll be sad." 
—Lady Blanche Lindsay in June Macmiilan’s 


Woman. 
BY CHARLES BBADLEY. 


"OQ woman, in our hours of ease, . 
Inconstant coy, and hard to please. 
And variable aa is the shade, 
By the light, quiv ring aspen made, 
When doubt and anguish wrine the brow, 
A miuistoring angelthou."— Scott. 


The full-blown beáuty of the flower 
Crowneth the summer’s prime, 
The sweetness of the twilight hour 

Is not yet known in rhyme. 


Veiied by incalculable space, 
Oometh a twinkling star; 

What hope. what messages of grace, 
It bears to earth 80 far! 


Tied to the shrieking storm-torn shroud, 
High o’er the plunging bark. 

The sailor, through the ríIted cloud, 
Oatches that trembling spark. 


"Iis shining on my home,” he cries, 
And sees the seas no more. ` 
His eyes are wi h his heart, which flies 
Beyond the ocean’s roar. 


As angel flowers, as twilight hours, 
As stars that watch in heaven. 

To bless, to save when sorrow lowers, 
Is woman's infiuence given. 


Rhymes for the Times. 
BY ELMINA D. BLENKEB. 
"Oh,believe or be damned !” is what Christians 


all teach; A 

They alone hav the truth and God's holy word 
preach. . 

They are saved from all sins by prayer, faith, 
and grace; 

At the right hand of God they hav chosen their 
place; . 

They work for his glory, seek from hell souls 
to save, 

All else they deem worthless on this side of the 
grave. 


Thus‘ labor is wasted, precious time thrown | owes me a living," he affi 


away, 

On dreams that are baseless, on myths worn 
and gray. 

But the " Infidel” true, firm, and loyal doth 
stand 


| TEBMS PER YEAR a , " 


| UPPLYSNINGENS TIDEHVART 


(AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT), | 
A SWEDISH WEEKLY, 


Devoted to the culture of Freethought. to the 
investigation of the religious systems of our 
times. and to the discussion of religious and 
social questions in general. 

The only Swedish religio-philosophical publi- 
cation in America. 
$2.00 

Exchange is desired with any other papers in 

any language. 
ERICKSON & OLSON, 
Grove City, Meeker Co., Minn. 


` For sale, in the Swedish language: 

A BETTER RELIGION. 

Bx FRANZ HERMAN WISTRAND, 
Editor of the Truth Teller, 


Lake Constance. Buffalo Pos!-Office, 
Wright Co. Minnesota. 


Published by ERICKSON & OLSON. 
i Grove City, Minn. 


Mrs. Besant’s Tracts. 
Prices Reduced. A 


: PE 
Natural Religion vs. Revealed 
Eeligion, 
The Fruits or Christianity, 
Constructiv Rationalism, 
On Kvernal Torture, 
On Prayer. 
The True Basis of Morality, 
The Gospel of Christianity and the 
Gospel of Freethought, 
Is the Bible Indictable? 
ALSO 
The Law of Population; Its 
Consequences and its Bearings 
Upon Human Conduct and Morals, 40 
Marriage; As it Was, As it Is, and 
As it should Be, 40 
The last two contain a fine steel-plate 
‘engraving of Mrs. Besant. 
There is no clearer, better writer in 
the English language. 
IN ADDITION. 


The Church and Education, 5 
On the Religious Education. 
of Children, ~ 5 
Government. An Essay By 
Charles Moran, 10 
Sold at this office. $ 


SOCIALISM. 


A BEPLY TO 

ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D. D. 
AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST. 
12mo, 67pp., 25 cts. ; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
ceives a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks: any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall It is against his 
passiveness that Socialist” cries out. Is there 
uo help for the miserable? he asks. The doc- 
trine that government should merely “protect,” 
he attacks, and insists that it should “ assist,” 
also, While he does not believe that “ property 
is robbery,” or wholly subscribe to “the world 

rms "the world owes 
nea Chance to make a living."—W, Y. Herald. 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
Davs in Athens. 


nA AGO OT OT Or 


On a plane that is higher. more noble, and | Being the Translation of a Greek Mss, dis. 


grand, 
He follows the spirit and lists to its teachings, 
Caring only for right, despising the preach- 
ings 
Of pious ones holy, who talk, with long faces, 
Of high heavens, deep hells, and like mythical 
places; 


covered in Herculaneum. 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Oontainin& a copy of the head of Epicurus, 
Price 75 cents, For sale by 


D. M.BENNETT, 
` 141 Rth street. Naw York. N.Y. 


Despising and hating pure joys and sweet| 4 New and Important Work, entitled 


pleasures, 

Happy homes here on earth overflowing with 
treasures 

Of blissful contentment and peace, hope, and 
love. 

Sacrificing them all for air-castles above. 


OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY, 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 


Where. with wings at their backs, and crowned | Graduate of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College 


like a king, 
For ages and ages, hosánnas they'll sing; 
Nor pity the billions who, in hells deep abyss, 


and the New York Phrenological 
Institute. i 
This work is intended both as & chart for the 


Suffer anguish and torment in sight of their] use of phrenologists and a text-book for stu» 


bliss. 


“NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC, 


Wasuineron, D, O.. July 19, 1880. 

I wish to notify he public that a Mr, Baldwin, 
of Chicago, also Rhodes & McOlure. of the same 
plaee, are publisuing pampblet editions of my 
lectures. All the lectures published by them 
are grossly inxccurate—filled with mistakes, 
horribly printed, and ou rageously unjust to 
me. These men are'simple literary thieves and 

irate», and are obtaining money from the pub- 


dents of phrenology. As a chart it will be 
found fuller and more complete than any other 
work of its size on this subject. It contains in 
addition to the “Tabte of Developments," one 
of “Adaptation to Different Pursuits,” and one 
of ‘Conjugal Adaptation.” These tables being 
perfectly easy to understand, are calculated to 
render the work at once both interesting and 
useful. The work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
runetions, health, ete., and all the faculties and 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvement. Its explanation 
of the principles of phrenology, etc., and its 
other important remarks will. be found well 


ic under false preteuses, I take this course to | adapted to the needs of students and others 


warn the public that these publications are 
fraudulent. The only correct copies of my lec- 
tures are Dubli:hed by C. P, Farrell, Atl others 
are Dublished by people who aré wi!ling to steal 
from me and defraud the publie vender. 
wretches hav published one lecture under four 
titles, and Several others under two or three, 
3m31 R. G. INGERSOLL. 


AM of C. P. Farreil’s editions of Col. Inger- bound. Add 


soll’s works, and none others, are old at this 
office. D. M. BENNETT. 


50 Scientific Lectures for 25 Cents, 
by Profs. Huxley, Tyndall, Roscoe, and others. 
Twelve Radizal Essays, including nine of Mrs. 
Besant’s best, for. & quarter, all post-paid by 
mail. 
Send stamp for list of 
SCIENCE and FREETHOUGHT, 


at one-half to nine- tenths discount til! Aug. 21st, 
Algo for liar of 
CYCLOPEDIAS 


at ono-third to two-!hirds off publishers’ prices. | 35 cents if vou want it regiatere 
: MUBBAY HI UBLI 


Address A, K. BUTTS, Publisher, 
. . 18 Dey Btreet, New York. 


who may desire to acquire an elementary knowl- 
edge of phrenolegy with as little outlay of time: 
and labor as possible. In short, this work will 
be found well adapted to the needs of both stu- 


These | dents and phrenological examiners. 


The work contains 105 pages, with an excellent 
map, of the head, showing the locations of all 
the faculties, and is handsomely printed and 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth. 75 cents. 
ress D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St., N. Y. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 


DR. FOOTHS HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year end for the AMEBIOAN ILLUSTRAT« 


ED PRONOUNGING PookeT DIOTIONARY., con- 


taining 30,000 words. : 
ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE'S 
HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year and for à large center-table book 
containing the Oomnlete Works of Shukspere | 
Do not forget to send 25 cents to pay pos'age or 
». Address 
HING OO., 
139 E, 28th 8t., New Xork city, 


The (ads and Religions 
Ancient and Modem Times, 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes, ` 


WRITTEN IN PRISON, 
: By D. M. BENNETT. 


Volume I. treats principallv on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume If. givsafull 
description of the Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. An interesting and instruc- 
tive work. Incloth, $3 per vol. the two vol- 
umes for $5, In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
vol., or $7 for the two volumes. In Morocco 
and Gilt Edges, $4.50 per vol., or $8 for the 
two volumes. Sent free of postage. 


MACHINERY. 


Hand, Foot, and Power Presses. - Die work 
of all kinds. Perforating Dies 
a specialty. 


`E. B. STIMPSON, 31 Spruce St., N, Y. 
tJan81. 


CHRONIC DISEASES. 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men,the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, leadin. 
to them are plainly treated by that plainest o 
LAIN HOME TALK, EMBRACING 
L COMMON SENSE — nearly 1.000 
pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E. B. FOOTE. 
of 120 Lexington Ave. New York, to whom al) 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
In its issue for January 19, 1878. Mr. Bennett’s 

RUTH SEEKER thus sveaks of DR. FOOTE and 
bis medical publications: '" We know him (Dr. 
Foote) personally and intimately, and we say, 
with all the assurance that knowledge imparts, 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives and 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women 
His medieal works possess the highest value. 
and hav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing testimony to the 

reat benefit they hav derived from the physio- 
ogical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 
has so ably imparted. 

Purchasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mail FREE. Price of the new Popular Edi- 
tion..by mail, postage prepaid. only $1.50. Oon“ 
tents table free. AGENTS WANTED. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

: 129 Hast 28th Btreet New York. 


DR. HINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


“MEDICAL 8001 SENSE’ 


PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 


—EMBBACING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI: 
OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages. well 
bound—price $2. It treats of the nature, causes 
treatment of, and preseriotions for acute an 
chronic diseases, {t unfolds some ofthe deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera. 
tion and development of life, s: xual relation. 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint, It tuliy 
answers numerous questions, the delicats 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 before 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free. Contents table 
sent free for stamp. 


DR. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Liberal friends and patients throughout 
the United States and Oanadas that he is, as 
usual, treating 


ALL OHRONIO DISEASES, 


and positively curing ninety per cent of those 
pronounced incurable. Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr. K. is meeting with re- 
markable success in curing obstinate cases of 
Spermatorrha@a, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes. Epilepsy, 
Paralysis. Neuralgia. eumatism, Oatarrh, 
Asthma. Bronchitis, Consumption, Dysentery, 
Piles. Diseases of the Skin, Kidneys, Bladder, 
Genital Organs, and all diseases of women 
Consultation Free, Address 
T. R. KINGET. M. D., _ 

317 Hast 14th 8t., New York. 

Questions for Invalids free. : 


Six Lectures on Astronomv, 


By Pror. BIOHARD A. PROOTOR,. ' 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city, in the winter of 1875-6,and were re 

orted phonographieally expressly for Tan 

BUTH SEEKER by Miss M. 8. Gontcharoff. Thie 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever de- 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents, 


The titles of the Lectures are: 


, Growth of Worlds 
II. Life and Death of Worlds, 
III. Other Worlds than Ours. 
IV. Other Suns than Ours. MET 
V. The Great Mysteries of the Universe. 
Vi, Beligien and Astronomy, 


D. M. BENNETT. 141 Etehth st.. N. Y. 


m 


THE 


CLERGYMAN'S VICTIMS. 


A Radical Romance. 
—BY— 
MRS. J. E. BALL. 

This pamphlet of over 100 pages is & pleasing 
animated, domestic story, presenting Liberal 
thought in an agreeable manner, and will be 
read by thousands where heavier. drier, and 
more philosophical and metaphysical works 
are not preferred. -It is a good story to lend 
Obristian neighbors to read, Price, 45 conta, 


THE E 
Anonymous Hypothesis 


‘Creation. 
A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
Account. 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Cloth; price 60 cents. For sale by ` : 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth St.. N. Y. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the Hast,” ** Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp, $1.25. . 


The characters are set before us by a féw 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 

Power, eloquence, and originality character- 
ize “‘ Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels.—Jllustraited Lon- 
don News. 

An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition, 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas.— Westminster Review, 

D. M. BENNETT. Puhtiaher.141 Blghth 8t., N.Y 


An Occult Mystery. 
WHO CAN SOLVE IT? 


A new phenomenal means of curing the sick. 
Safe, reliable, astonishing, successful, available 
everywhere. Address “ 

J. M, WOSELEY. 


DR. J. 
18'27 ` 441 8outh 8 h St., Brooklyn. N. Y. 


KNOW THYSELF! 
E 


HE untold miseries that re- 


sult from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medioai work pub- 
lished by the PEABODY MED- 
Pm» OAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
HY sniitled The Science of Life; 
MER or, Selt Preservation. Ex. 
austed vitaliry, nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by theerrors of youth or too 
close application to business, may be restored 
anà manhood regained. 
Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. It is a standard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages. more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
‘en times the price of the book, Bound in French 
cloth : price on!y $1, sent by mail post-paid., 
: The London Lancet says : ** No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 
An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. 
The author refers by permission to Hon. 
P, A. BISSELL, M.D., President of. the Nation- 
al Medical Association. 


Address Dr. W. H. PAR 
THYSELF 


KER, No.4 Bulfinch "street, 
Boston, Mass. The author 


may be consulted on all dis- 
eases requiring skill and eX- 
nerience, 


POCKET THEOLOCY. 
VOLTAR. 


Translated from the French by Miss Ellen 
Carroll. The firsttime ever published in Eng- 
lish. The pamphlet contains nearly 500 of Yol. 
taires sharp, terse, sarcastic, sca'hing defini- 
tions of theological and ecclesiastical subjects, 
terms, and dogmas. Thəre is nothing in the 
world like it. Everybody ought to hav a copy. 
130 pages. Price. only 25 cents. 


AN OUTLINE 
OF THE 


FRENGH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 
RESULTS. 


BY W. S. BELL. 


There is probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or more important than 
the French Revolution in the last century, and 
Mr. Bellhas traced it ably and in an interestin, 
manner. Every one who reads it will be nleaaed 
with it. Price. 245 cents. Send to this office. 


THE 


JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
. PROF. W. F. JAMIESON, 


Of Chicago, Ill., and Minnesota, and the 
'^ REV. JACOBE DITZLER,'D.D., 


Of Kentucky. 


Held in Kirksville, Mo., during nine evenings 
—May 20-29, 1870. Synopsis report—official, 
This book of 220 pages givs an interesting pres- 
entation of the theological questions which 
divide Obristians and Liberals. Ths Rey. 
Ditzler is regarded as an able defender of his 
favorit Ohristian doctrines, but it will undoubt. 
edly be admitted by the reader that Prof. W. F. 
Jamieson fuliy met all he had to offer. Ohris- 
tian readers will take more kindly to a work of 
this kind, giving both sides an equally fair 
chance. than to books on our side only. - 
es in paper‘iovers 50 cents; well bound, 

cents. 


THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


A collection of songs by Whittier, Longfellow, 
Bryant. Tennyeon, and others, set to familiar 
tunes. Designed for Liberal League: and other 
meetings, and in Liberal homes. Compiledand 
edited by Eliza Boardman Burnz. Price, half 
bound and on heavy paper, 25 cents : one hun- 
dred copies, $15.09; fifty, $8.00; twenty-five 
$5.00. Paner covers, 15 cente; one hundre 
copies, $10.00; fifty, $5.00; twenty-flve copies, 
$3,00. Two cents per copy additional must be 
sentto prepay postage on all wholesale orders, 
Address all orders to D. M. BENNETT: 


The 


MOSES HULL. 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes it isjust the thing. 
Contains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
a scientific money. 

The Commoner says : 


"Nothing has been written which will do as 
gond, wor as this. Itis worth its weight in 
gold. 


Price 10 cents. Soldby D. M. BENNETT, 
95 40 genl 441 Yuzhth st., New York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form ; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice. It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mall to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing. 
MURRAY BILL PUBLISHING CO. 
129 East arth Street. N. Y. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
alively and Negatively with- 
out Comment. 

Revised and Enlarged Hdtion. 

72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N. Y. 


Xa" The Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes. and sells an imperfect, disordered, and 
mangled edition, with all the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1860, from which it was 
Dirated hy the late S. 8. Jones. 


A xogularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most succeseful, as his 
practice will prove. : ; 

Oures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 
Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrhea, 
Impotency, as the result of self abnse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer Tuus &nd 
eth r causes, producing some of the fol- 

owing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 

sions {night emissions. by d 
of Sight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Noclety of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, etc,, eta... rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor’s latest and greatest medical discovery. 
and which he has go far prescribed for this 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 

em were in & terribly shattered condition ; 

. had been in the Insane asylums. many had 
Falling Sickness— Fits; others upon the verge 
of consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 

Byphjiis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrhea, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Baptare), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, All diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, 
etc.. treated with equal success, 

Dr, R. P. FeLLows has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were Jooked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given up by their physi: 
cians to die; but by the ald of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveriés in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of the complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDIOAL COUNSELOR 
Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrheea. and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magistrate. which 
ia positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doctors great skill. 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
Strictly confidential. Knelose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 

[From the Western Reformer.] ' 


` ” DR. R. P. FELLOWS 
is a highly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an original system of practice, and is 
erfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hay 
Beard many flattering reports of his successful 
anren of diseases incidant to bumanity.” 


THE , 
Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
uu» AND THE © 
Pathology and Treatment of 
` Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
for Women. 

Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 

Oloth; price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 14 Eighth Sta M. X, 


reams), Dimness 


eucorrhæa, 


and j. 
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Real Issue. [WHAT IS MONEY? 


A DEBATE 


l BETWEEN E: 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 8 cents. For sale at | 


this office. 


Issues of the Age.|«: 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN HODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C; PEDDER. 
Bxtra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00, 

"Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus. i 

An admirably written, scholarly volume,—N. 
Y. Graphic. 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 


|dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 


and theological speculations, and evinces a 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced,—Jewish Times, 


The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought. He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirationg.—N. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 
Author of" The Essence of Ohristianity." ete 

: Translated from the German. 
Cloth, 12mo, 76pp., 50 cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 
The spirit of the time is show, not Substance. 


Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our |. 


science, is à sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral. .Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our agel—ZExríract 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. > , 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
ott teaching or the Bibie, ENNETT 

rice 10 cents, . M. E 

141 Eighth BENNY Y. City. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Hook! 


Sixteen Saviorsor None ; 
OR, 


The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
eal Gun. 


By Kunsky Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jony T. Perry’s ‘ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Oineinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isareview of Kersey Graves’ Sixteen 
Orucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr, Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selves, Dut condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This teature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr, Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn "state's evi- 
dence" against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr, Perry’s absurdities, 
One reader pronounces it, “A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a zreuse spot of either." 
Inthetwo works will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
WGrk comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, V5 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 


THE 


CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 


OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the BELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Justout By 


` QOURTLANDT PALM. 
Price, 28 cente, x oe 


NEW BOOKS ON SALE. |. 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seeker:” 


Antiquity of Christianity. 
"BY JOHN ALBERGER, 

12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 

This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 


aracter of the origin of the religion of 
christ. 


ESSAYS ON 


Min, Matter, Forces, Thelogy, Etc, 


BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefly intended to 


uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Starg, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Eto. 

BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50, 


. 
Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 
A concise account of the Ohristian religion, 


and ali the prominent religions before and 
since Ohristianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


LOVE VENTURES, 


A rose tinted record of love in the tropics, 
with strange and startling adventures thereto 
belonging. Price, 50 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $1.00. 


"29. 9 e 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar Conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 


BY C. G. DAVID. 
Price, 75 cents. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A critical study.. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI, Professor of Phiiosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cioth, 12m0, 327 pp, $2.00. 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 852 pp. . , $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL, 
BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and oreeds which antedated the 
formation of the Ohristian church, 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting. 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
12m0. 48 pp; paper, 20 cts.; flexible cloth, 35 ots. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 


BY M. SOHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris- 
tianity 

This is a very valuable and concise work, and 

states in plain and unmistakable language the 


reasons why Ohristianity is a failure. Price, 50 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


— 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 


E Paper, 12mo, 69 pages; price, 25 cents, 


anh 


The Rights ot Man. By THOMAS 
Parne. Written in defense of his fellow- 


world. Large type. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 


80 cents. l 
Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BLANCHARD. 12mo. Large type, with a fine - 


steel portrait of Paine. 
cloth, 75 cents. ; : 

The Heathens of the Heath. By 
Wma. MoDOoNNELL, author of Ex-ter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
$1.50. 

Career of Religious Ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science, 
By Hupson TUTTLE. An able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world. 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. ] i 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M. 
Bennetr. Embracing a variety of subjecta 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $1.00. ; 


The Humphrey-Bennett Discus- 


sion. A debate between Rev. G. H. HUM- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of ** The Truth Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 


2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- . 


ity to promote learning and science? 3. Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cloth (550 
pp.), $1.00. . 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Prot. O. A, Bunguss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian University at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Ont., commencing June 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke. First PROPO- 
BRITION: '' The Christian Religion, us set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin.” Burgess in the affirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. SECOND 
Proposrrion: ‘‘The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin.” Under- 
wood in. the affirmative; Burgess in the ner- 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. E 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundatic Contrasted with its 
Superstrueture, By W. R. Gixze, au- 
thor of * Enigmas of Life," ‘ Literary and 
Social Judgments,” etc. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the ‘‘ Fortnightly 
Review,” says: '* Bome twelve years ago, in 
a London drawiog-room, one of our most 
eminent men of science asked, ‘ Why do not 


the bishops answer Mr. Greg’s Creed of © 


Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was thatof Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; put Mr. 
Greg, coming later, had the advantage* of 
access to Many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on all 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 


current commonplaces of their warfare. | 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 


academic divines do not reply formally to 
so thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the'public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument—occupying« precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have Chosen as their own—is unanswerable.” 

One volume, crown octavo, wity com- 
plete index. The London edition sold for 
$5. Price of American editioa, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples De- 
bate. Between B. F. UwDkERWuCD, at 
Boston, and the Rev. Joan ManuPLxS, cf 
Toronto, Ont. Held at Napanee, Ont., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
First: ‘‘ That Atheism, Naturalism, and 


Modern Skepticism are lllogical and cou-' 


trary .o Reason.” Sxconp: ‘‘ The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond all other books-its divine 


origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood ge- . 


nies. Reported in fu'l, and revised by the 
Gebaters, 111 pp. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
60 cents. 


interrogatories to Jehovah. By 
D. M. BENNETT. A series of close questions 
upon a great variety of subjects, irom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, tha 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embra.ed by the 
Church. With a 1ull-length portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Answer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturally-Re- 
vealed, Infaliibly-Inspired, and Miraculously- 
Attested Religion in the World? By E. E. 
GUILD, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parts. 
Paper, 30 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Seeker Leaficts, of two pages 
each. ‘Thirty-two in nmuer; Æ cents per 
dozen; 8 cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $2.00 per thousand. : 

Adventures of Elder Triptolemus 
Tub. Comprises nnporbint und stazng 
disclosures concerning hell, its magnitude, 
morals, employments, climate, etc. By 
Rev. G&onaE HoaERs. A rich, interesting 
little work. Paper, o cents, 


man. A work almost without a peer in the : 


Paper, 40 cents; 
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Gems of Thought. 


NxRrsaid you were good- for-nothing vermin: 
but whetthen? Au ass may bray a good while 
before he shakes the stars down.— George Eliot, 


"Trs very true, my sovereign king, 
My chiel may well be doubted; 
But facts.are chiels that winna ding. 
And darna bə disputed. © —Burns. 


To FIND people who believe their religion as 
& person believes that fire will burn his hand 
when thrust into it, we must seek them in those 
oriental countries where Europeans do not yet 
predominate, or in the European world where 
it is still universally Catholie.—J. 5. Mill. 


I FULLY coincide with Jacolliot that the only 
true spirit of tolerance consists in our consci- 
entious toleration of each other's intolerance. 


I dare avow, with the German philcsophers, | 


that as far as opinions and not motivs—prin- 
eiples and not men—I neither am tolerant nor 
wish to be regarded as such.—S, 7. Coleridge. 


You hay no right to tolerate a false opinion 
in me. I hav no right to tolerate a false opinion 
in you. Not, please remember, that you hav 
any power to use, any right to use, force to pre- 
vent my holding or uttering my ideas : but that 
no quarter, no mercy, should anywhere be 
shown to falsehood in thought any more than 
in 8peech.— M. J, Savage. 


Ir there should be à flood of immorality at- 
tendant on the break-up of the old beliefs in our 
time. the blame would rest, not with the consci- 
entious antagonists of these beliefs, but with 
their despairing advocates. who hav endeav- 
ored to save their tottering cread by wildly 
shrieking that itis the sole founda'ion of the 
moral law,—J. W. Chadwick. 


THosE who think their religion true will not 
fear the approach of light, but will be heartily 
glad to welcome every new truth, being satis- 
fied that truth cannot oppose truth, but that 
every addition of fact must help to confirm or 
illustrate what was known before. Those who 
are uncertain of their position, or of their abil- 
ity to prove what they profess and desire to re- 
tain. are the first to oppose the advance of sci- 

' ence. But we must disregard man's thoughts, 
and think only of nature's truths.—H, G. Atkin. 
Son. 

T&E new faith rests frankly and composedly 
upon the doctrins of evolution, . . It.there- 
fore, discards miracles; rejects everything like 
supernatural interposition, considers as obso- 
lete the popular theory of revelation. It has no 
inspired books distinguished in character and 
contents from the world’s beat literature. It 
expects no infallible word from any quarter. 
It reads no books with absolute or entire rever- 
ence auch as no other literature can receive.— 
0. B. Frothingham, 
` PROBABILITY, however high, though & suffi- 
cient ground for our practical declsion, is not 
a sufficient ground for our religious faith and 
feelings. Butler has imported the rules of 
worldiy prudence into a sphere where they hav 
no place. We may wisely stake our Worldly 
interests on a probable, or even. if the prize be 
great, on a merely possible event; but we can- 
not worship and commune with a being on a 
probability, even of ten thousand to one, that he 
is God.— Goldwi» Smith. 


O my dear Kepler! how I wish that we could 
hav one hearty laugh together! Here at Padua 
is the principal professor of philosophy, whom 
I hav repeatedly and urgently requested to look 
at the moon and planets through my glass. 
which he now tenaciously refuses to do. Why 
are you not here? What shouts of laughter we 
should hav at this glorious folly! And to hear 
the professor: of philosophy at Pisa laboring 
before the grand duke with logical arguments, 
as if with magical incantations to charm the 
new planets out of the sky l—Galileo. 


To Buy in the cheapest market and sell in the 
dearest;to be on good terms with tbe controll- 
ers of publie opinion and the patrons of in- 
fiuence; to becautious and complaisant; o vote 
on the winning side and belong to the dominant 
party; to join the fashionable church, profess 
the popular creed, echo the prevailing opinions 
of men and things, glide skilfully through the 
mazes of controversy, giving no offense to either 
party in the dispute, is a first principle in this 
philosophy of common sense. It is wisdom— 
but wisdom of the serpent kind.—O. B, Froth. 
ingham. 


To appear respectable in the eyes of the world, 
how many are there who attend church, say 
grace, and stick for the Sabbath; and who, if 
necessary, Would change their religion! And 
yet, if all would be truthful and sincere. we 
should be saved from much of this fearfully 
demoralizing hypocrisy and cant; and there 
would soon be an end to persecution and the 
reign of terror. . No wise man will desire 
that any one thing be true in preference to an- 
other ; nor that nature should stand still for his 
special gratification: and when he is in error 
he will be most thankful for correction and 
receive the news as gladly as if he had dlecov- 
ered a new truth.—H. G. Atkinson. 


A man is really bound in prudence to do what, 
upon the whole, appears. according to the best 


of his judgment, to befor his happiness or what | 


he certainly knows to be so. Nay tur:her. in 
questions of great consequence, a reasonable 
man will think it concerns bim to remark lower 
probabilities and presumptions than these; such 
as amount to: no more than showing one side 
of a question to be as supposable and credible 
as the other; nay,such as but amount to much 
leas than even this. For numberiess instances 
might be mentioned respecting the common 
pursuits of life, where a man would be thought, 
in a libaral sense, distracted who would not aet. 
and with great application too, not only upon 
an even chance, but upon much less and when 
the probability or chance was greatly against 
bia sueqeedinz.-- Bulle" 8 Analogy, 


Odds and Ends. 


A MULE is no physictan, but he well under- 
stands the art of heeling. f 


Havine asked his girl fora kiss as a tonio, 
she replied that there was such a thing as be- 
ing too tonic. 


Grace (whispering)— What lovely boots your 
partner's got, Mary!” Mary (ditto)—" Yes; un- 
fortunately he shines at the wrong ena.” 


THE passion for antiquities is on the in- 
crease, but old ladies are not aynreciated more 
highly than ever. Neither are mothers-in-law. 


AMAN has invented a chair that can be ad- 
justed to eight hundred different positions. It 
1s designed for a boy to sit in when he goes to 
church, 


Nornt NG will please a girl so much as the in- 
formation that a rival who is trying to rob her 
of her young zan has got a pimple coming on 
her nose. 


Youne Fred, a bastiful yet persistent swain, 
Was very much in love with Mary Jane. 
One night she told him in her tenderest tone, 
* Isis not good for man to liv alone.” 
Said Fred, '"' Just so, you darling little elf; 
I'v often thought of that same thing myself.” 
Then said the lass, while Fred was all agog, 
" You'd better buy yourself a terrier dog." 


THEY were playing a game they call eucher. 
She held both bowers and the king and two aces 
of another suit, but she was a novice at the 
game; A young man who was teaching her 
looked at her cards and warmly exclaimed, 
"What a lovely hand!” She looked him straight 
in the eye and murmured,’ You may hav it if 
you want it.” All the rest of the evening he 
wondered if he was the victim of a leap-year 
proposal. 


AN indignant tenant and a rather negligent 
landlerd were overheard in the following con- 
versation the other morning: 

Tenant (indignantly)—"M y chimney smokes,” 

Landlord—" What does it smoke?” 

Tenant (more indignantiy) —''It smokes 
everything." 

Landlord—'' Has it tried cubeb3?” 

Tenant—“ Cubebs !” 

. Landlord—' Yes. Givit eubebs. The chim- 
ney. has probably got the catarrh, and smoking 
cubebs will clear the passage.” 


A Bap Boy INDEED.—One of the little lambs 
picked up in the streets of New York by White- 
law Reid and sent West to find a home was 
adopted by a Detroit family about two months 
ago, and ere this is published Mr. Reid has re- 
ceived a big postal card announcing that his 
dear lamb has gone West to fight Indians, and 
that he needn't mind about sending on another 
to take nis place. The New York lamb was thir- 
teen years old. Hesaid so at the depot on his 
arrival. and half an hour later he reiterated the 
statement at the house. and &dded: "And it you 
don't believe it, then call me a liar. That's the 
sort of spring-gun I àm, and don't you forget 
it." They didn't forget it. He gave them no 
chance to. He ate with his fingers, wiped his 
mouth on his sleeve, and told the family before 
supper was over that he didn't come West to 
hav his hair combed or his face washed as a 
regular business. On the first evening he 
slipped out, had three fights, and stole a dog: 
and when hunted up he was about to take his 
beer in a soloon. The family expected to wrestle 
with the boy for a while, and they didn't sit 
down onhim until it became a painful necessi- 
ty. During his first week he stole five dollars in 
money, a gold chain, & revolver. and a pair of 
earrings, and he got drunk twice, When rea- 
soned with and asked to do better, he took a 
fresh chew of tobacco, and replied: “ Oh. you 
Michigan folks are too soft! Ifa feller can’t 
hav a good time. what's the use of being an 
orphan?" On Monday of the second week he 
sold the family dog to a stranger for a quarter, 
threw the saw and ax into the alley» and when 
locked up in a closet he tore a Sunday coat to 
pieces. It was thought best to hav a policeman 
talk to him, and one was called in, He put 
‘on his flercest look. and lectured the lamb 
for fifteen minutes, but as soon as he 
stopped for breath the young sinner replied: 
"Now, see here, old buttons, you are wast- 
ing time. I know my little gait, I do; and if 
you think I'v come to a village like this to be 
bluffed by anybody. you'v missed your train.” 
He was taken to Sunday-school by the hand. He 
hadn't been there half an hour when he was 
taken out by the collar. He seemed anxious 
to puneh the head of every good little boy 
within half & mile; and he told the teacher 
of his class that when she could stuff Moses 
iu the bulrushes down him it would be after 
she had bleached out her freckles. They 
gave him a Sunday-school book to fit his case, 
but he fitted it to a crack in the sidewalk on his 
way home. When moral suasion had no effect 
on the wicked youth his guardian tried the rod. 
He was bigger than the boy, and he walloped 
him, but within three hours two of the nuts 
were taken off his buggy and thrown away. 
There was a second seance in the woodshed, 
and before dark a window-glass worth eight 
dollars was broken. 

That orphan was faithtully and duly and per- 
sistently wrestled with. He was coaxed and 
flattered. He was licked and reasoned with. 
Ambition, gratitude, fear, aud avarice were 
alike appealed to in turn,but as he was the 
first day, so he was the last. A few days ago he 
was told that he would be sent tothe Reform 
School at Lansing if there was any further 
trouble with him. That night he stole five dol- 
lars of the cook, a butcher-knife from the pan- 
try, a ple from the sideboard, and departed the 
bouse, leaving on his bed a note as follows : 
"This town ar no place fuc a N. York orfun. 
Um going out on the planes to fie Injuns. It 


will ba ugeljess to foller me. for I eqn't he took, 


A liye, n 


10, The Plagues of Es. 


E An Hour With the 


| Truth Seeker Tracts 


No. Revised List. :Cts 


1. Discussion on Prayer, D. M, Bennett and 
two Clergymen 

7. The Story of Creation, Bennett. 

8. The Old Snake Story. 

9, The Story of the Flood. 


h DITAN, 


11. Korah. Datham, aud | Bennett. 

12. Balaam and his 

13. Arraignment of Priestora ait. 

14. Old Aba and Littie izi» i Diers, 

35. Gome to Dinner. " 

16. Fog Horn Documents, 

17. The Devil ELT Abezd. ae 

18. ed Up 

19. Joshua Biop try the Sun and Moon. D. 
M. Bennett. 

20. Samson and his Exploits, Bennett. 
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22. cussion w. 

43. Bopig to Elder Bhelton’s Fourth Lotter. 

Bennett. 

34. Christians at Work, Wm, McDonnell. 

36. Discusslon with Geo. Bnode. Bennett. 

96. Underwood’s Prayer, 

a1. Honest Questions and Honest Answers, 
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D. enaett. 
28. Alessandro di O: Nostro. C. Sotheran. i 
28. Alessandro di Uagllobtro..C. Sotherey p 


Underwood, 
30. Woman's Rights & Man's Wrongs. Syphers. 
31. Gods and God-houses. 
32, The Gods 2r Bu orsütion and the God of 
the Univ T. M Bennett, 
38. What haa Misery Done? Preston. 
34. Tribute to Thomas Paine. 


38. Moving the Ark. D. M. Bennett. 

86. Bennett's Prayer to the Devil. 

87. Short Sermon. Rey. Theologicus, D.D, 
88. Christianity nota Moral System. X. Y,Z. 
89, The True Saint, Putnam 


40, Bible of Nature vs. the Bible of Men. J. 
Bennett. 


41. oe phor. astical Gentry, 
42. Elijah the Tishbite. 
48, Christianity a Borrowed System. 
44. Design Argument B e tuted, Gnderwood. 
45. Bilsha the 5r ophet iat Bonnae 
46. e ea 
41. Orgalty and Oredulityo of the Human Race. 
e 
48, Freethous ht AH. West, G. L. Henderson. 
49, Sensible Gonclusions. É. £ Guild, 
50. Jonah and the Big Fish. D. M. Bennett. 
B1. Bixteon Truth Beeker. eaflet Si No; r 3 
62. Marples-Underwoo ;, Underwood. 
68. ^ Under for Bible Worshipers. B. F. 
NW 

6 Goce Ester to Jesus Christ, Benrett. 

H The > Bible God Disproved by Nature, W. 


Golem: 
e Q tradictions, 
ar 5 zA Not & Perfect Character. Underwood. 
58, ecies. 
59. Bibles Prophecies Concerning Babylon. B. 


so. Hasklols Frophgelos Concerning Tyre. B, 


Hie ri the Devil 3 
a W 

a. The IAE È ue-Bills, John Byphers. 

ek Tho Ilis Ee Bosure- mele Cause and Cure. 


es. Short Sermon No. 2. Rey. Theologicus, D.D. 
86, God Iden. in History. H.B. Brown, 

67. Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets No. 3. 

6», uth’ utbs [doa ea of Heaven and Mine. Susan 


69. M bt Mrs. E. D. Blenkor. 

10. Vicarious Atonement. J. B. Lyon. 

11. Paine’s Anniversary. O. 4. Qodman, 

12. Bh. adrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. D, 


e 
5 dations, John Byphers. 

Tu poung in the Lion mos Bennett, 

6. Reply to Erastus F, down D. M. Ben- 


nett. 
TI. The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett. 
18. Christmas and Qhristlanity. D. M. Bennett, 
19. The Relationship of gesus Jehovah, and 
the Virgin Mary. E. Col leman. 
0. Address onPaine's b Birthday. Ben- 


81. Horoatter,or the Half- -way House, John 


ypher 
82. Qhristian  Oourtesy. Bennett, 
" Revivalism Exam ned. Dr. A. G. Hum- 


84. Mbody's Sermon on Hell. Rov. J.. 
Hopps, London. 
85. Matter. Motion. Life and Mind.- , Bonnett, 
88. An Enquiry about God's Son 
87. Fe eed, udged by its Fruita, B. F. 
nderw 
88, LR aod s Peculiar Favorite. Mrs. E. 
enker. 
89, ic of Prayer. Charles Stephenson, 
90. Bete -Mania, Otter ordin. 
91. Our Ideas of God. B.F 
92, The Bible; is it Divine MI 


D. Arter 
98, optaining Pardon for Bins. 


94, The New Raven. Will Cooper. 

95. Jesus Ohrist. D. M. Benne 

96, Ichabod Orane Papers. 

97, Special Providences. W. 8. Bell. 

98. Snakes. Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker. 

99, Do the Works of Nature prove a Ore- 
ator? Sciota. 

100. 10th C nnivorsary of Thomas Paine’s 
Birthday, Bennett et ais. 

102, The ‘Old Religion and the New. W. 8. 


e 
103, Doss tho. the Bible Teach us all we Know? 


104, Na red ot Israels God. A. L. Rawson. 

105. Decadence of Ohristianity. Oapphro. z 

106. Franklin, Washington and Jefferson Un- 
believers, Bennett. 

107. The Safe Side. H. B. Bro 

108. The Holy pinis & Historical Humbug. 

reston. 

110, Invocation to the Universe, Bennett 

111. Reply to Scientific American. 

112. SensibleSermon. Rev. M. J. Savage 

113, Come to Jesus. Bennet 

114. Where waa Jesus born? Proston 

115. The Wonders of Ere rer: Sennett 

116, The Sunday Question, 

117, Constantine the Great. Preston 

118. The irrepressible Conflict between Chris- 
tianity and Civilization. Sell 

119. pe Now Faith. Stoddard 

120. ‘rhe New age, be 

121. Iazersoll's Review of his Reviewers 

122. Tho ON Religions of the World. Ben- 


10 
123. Paine Vindicated, Ingersoll’s Reply toi 
the New York Observer 
124. Slnful Saints. Bennett A 
125. German Liberalism. Olara Naymann 2 
126. Qrimes a aod Oruelties of Christianity, Un- 
erwo 
127. Tyndall on Man's Soul 
129. Who war Jesur Christ ? Coleman 2 
130. The Ethies of Raligion. tora 5 
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131. Paine was Junius. W, H, 

132, My Religious Belles. gine Gibeon 

133. The Authority of the Bible. Underwood 
134. Taiks with the Evangeli 

135. Is there a Future Lite? 

136. Torquemsdi und tne Inquis&ion, Ben- j 


187, Christian Love, O.L.james at 


| to support herself and child. Address 


138, Selence of the Bible. John Jasper 2 
199. Massacre of Bt, Bstihglamews Preston 5 
140: Astro-Theol^gy 2 
141. Infidelity. "gt W.B 2 
142, &ynopsis of All Bolig ione., E. L. Baxon . 10 
143. Chang Wau Ho.’ Eli Perkins 1 
144. The Comstock ‘Laws 10 
14, If you take away my Róliglon, what wa 
you giv me instead? Martin 
146, Seymour Times's Prayer,  . 
147. Raply to The Index on Comstock Laws 
148, When did Paul Liv? Scholasticus 1 
149. Age of Sha 
150. ‘The Liberty: ot Printing and Reply. Hur" 
but und Wak 
What is the Bibl- M M. AAi 
A Romarkab'e Book. 
Liberty and Moral!'y. EN 
Reminiscences of Thomas Paine, 
Bruce 


SOIENTIFIO SERIES. 


1, Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Louls 
Elsberg, M.D. 

4, Evolution; from the Homogeneous to the 
Heterogeneous, B. F. Underwood, 

5, Darwinism, B.F. Underwood. 

4. Literature of the Insane, F. R. Marvin. 

5, Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, MD. 

€. Graduated Atmospheres. J. McOarroll, 

7, Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D. 

8, How do Marsupial Animals Propagate 
their kind? A.B. 

9. TheUnsoen World. Prof, John Fiske. 

10. ThoEyolr: ‘ion Theory — Huxley's Three 
ectur 

11. Is Americathe New World? L. L.Dawson. 8 

12. Evolution Teaches neither Atheism nor 
Materialism. R.S. Brigham, M.D., 5 

13, Nibble at Mr. John -Fiske’s Crumb for 
the Modern Symposium, 7 


Discount on one dollar's worth 10 per cent off; 
on two dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars" 
worth, 40 off; on ten dollars’ worth. 50 off. 

As few oras many of any given kind may be 
ordered a8 desired. 
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164. 
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Wanted. 


A widow of thirty-two would like to corre-. 
spond with an educated Liberal-minded gentle- 
man. Address BEROBHETY, Gare of TRUTE SEEK- 
EE Office. 432 


To the Benevolent. 


A young married woman, with a child, who: 
has been abandoned by a graceless Christian 


.| husband because she entertains Liberal views. 


wishes to obtain an: honorable position as 
housekeeper, or in some other ussful Sre n: 
TEAD- 


Fast, TRUTH SEEKER Office. '9'32 


Was Christ a God? 


Conelusions Drawn from 
 Apostolio Writings. | 


BY F. MENSIGA. 


UCoNTENTS.— Questionable Dogmas, Su ersti- 
tion and Religion, the Appearance ot Carist, 
the Life of Christ, Comments and Explanations 
ot Jude, Tames, John, Peter, Paul (all his epis- 
tles), Acts, the Four Gospels. Revelations, a 
Summary, Erroneous Theories of Deity. Henv- 
en. Dern Hell, the Author's Intuitions. Evola- 
tion of Life. A work of strength and merit 

An octavo volume of 253 paxes. Prics, $1.52. 
Sold at thia office. 


LADIES!! 


- *" SALEM, OR., July 17. 1880. 
8. H. Preston, Dear Sir: Pieage send me by 
express, C. O. D., to Portland, Or,, $100,00 (one 
hundred dollars) worth of that ~ Oomstock ” 
Syringe. Imean business. 
' DR. MARY SOLANDER,” 


' Only. sixteen had been sold when 


COMSTOOK 


set out to suppress it. Now orders come as 
above. Grand jurymen buy it for their wives, 
It is BXMPLE, SAFE, INFALLIBLY RELIABLE, nec« 
essary to HEALTH and personal purity, and is 
pronounced by patients and physicians to be 
the greatest 

GODSEND TO THE SEX 


gotten up in this generation. Sent securely 
boxed, with private instructions for special use. 
Confidential terms to agents. Prica s5 00; im- 
proved, $10,00. Address SAM, H. PREST 

ti32 209 West S4th st., New York. 


WHY DON'T GOD KILL 


THE DEVIL? 


A series of Easays dedicated to th; St. Johns 
(Mich.) School Board. 


BY M. BABCOCK 


Price, 25 cents; Por sale at this office 
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New York, Saturday, August 14, 1880. 


SCIENCE HALL, 141 8th St., 
{ WEAR BROADWAY. 


} $3 per Year. 


Notes and Clippings. 


A CARD has been distributed in our streets 
headed, "Two Roads,” and conveying the in- 


formation that the broad road leads to death, { 


misery, hell, while the narrow road leads to 
life, happiness, and heaven; One of them re- 
cently came into the hands of a wicked wag who 
indorsed upon it, " Since this card was printed 
- both roads hav been consolidated.” : 


AT the rate of June immigration thus far, 50.- 
000 will be received at Castle Garden during the 
month. That will make 150.000 for the quarter 
year comprising April, May, and June. Taking 
in Boston, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and other 
ports for the same period. we may expect a to- 
tal of 200,000 for the quarter. Nearly all these 
immigrants are sturdy and vigorous ; they wili 
increase and multiply. This westward proces- 
sion of the people of Europe is one. of. the 
imposing spectacles and political portents of 
our day. 


THE Jesuit schools in France hav broken up 
for the holidays. and it is understood that when 
they reopen in October they will hav nominally 
or really changed hands, The London Times 
says that they will still be the property of the 


spirit, and some,,at least, of the teachers Will be 
the same, but the achools will be the property of 
secular priests or of one of the recognized 
orders. The question whether these transfers 
are ‘colorable or real promises some legal 
skirmishing, unless, indeed. the government 
resigns itself to the virtual failure of its decrees 
which. though first enforced against the non- 
teaching Jesuits, were mainly directed against 
the Jesuit schools, 


Tun Times says: " The religious outlook in 
New England to-day is far from being hopefui; 
the drift is plainiy enough toward Free- 
thought.” It this is not an Irish bull it is a 
blood relation to one. How would it read to 
Bay the political outlook is far from being hope- 

- ful; the drift is plainly enough toward Free- 
thought; or, the scientific outlook is barren; 
the drift is toward investigation? There isa 
great deal of nonsense about the use of the ex- 
pression “ Freethought” in respectto religious 
matters ; but when we come to dissect it and 
find that it means only the habit of thinking 
upon religious topics with the same freedom 
and within the same limits that we think upon 
other subjects, it is not such a terrible word 
after all. i 


Tux microscope shows a variation in the 
thickness of human hair from the 1-250 to the 
1600 part of an inch; but, notwithstanding 
such fineness, it is a massiv cable ia compari- 
son With some other flbers. Thus the thread of 
the silkworm is many times finer, being from 
the 1-1700 to the 1-2000 of an inch. This, how- 
ever,is nothing to the slenderness of the spi- 
der’s thread, which has been found in some in- 
stances to be no more than 1-30,000 of an inch 
in diameter. The fibers yielded by the vegetable 
kingdom are also of astonishing minuteness, 
Thus every fiber of flax is found to be composed 
of a bundle of other flbrils which are about 
4-2500 of an inch in diameter. Similar fibers 
obtained from tbe pineapple plant hav been 
ascertained to be no more than 1-5000 or even 
j 7000 of an inch in diameter. : 


Mx. GLADSTONE being one day in the London 
offices of Mr. Lindsay, the ship owner, making 
a note of some shipping returns for his budget, 
a brusk and wealthy Sunderland ship owner 
who was watching him and was struck by the 
industrious and intelligent way in which he 
went to work, without dreaming of who he wae, 
said, '' Thou writes a bonny hand, thou dost.” 
“I am glad you think so,” was the reply. 
“Thou dost; thou makest thy figures well; 
thous't just the chap I want," "Indeed?" 
” Yes, indeed,” said the Sunderland man. *' Tm 
aman of few words, now; if thoul’t come over 
to Sunderland I'll giv thee £120 a year. Now, 
then.” "I'm much obliged for the offer," was 
the answer, and when Mr. Lindsay comes in 
Pll consult bim," Mr. Lindsay, when he came 
in, Kept up the joke, saying he would not stand 
in the young man’s way. and the sooner they 
knew each other the better. "Allow me, there- 
fore, to introduce to you the Rt. Hon, W. E. 
Gladstone of the Exohequer," There was much 
laughing, 


Somes of the most eminent scientific men now 
accept the view taken by Adhemar, namely, that 
continents hav not been depressed, but ovar- 
flowed by the ocean. Owing to the precession 
of the equinoxes, the mass of water is trans- 
ferred from one hemisphere to the other once 
in 10,500 years, &nd the sun remains eight days 
longer in one hemisphere than in the other. At 
the present time the winters of the Southern 
pole are eight days longer than with us; the ice 
continent has consequently forined there and 
the mass of the ocean is to be found in the 
Southern hemisphere, and the ice covers a 
space upon and around the South pole more 
than twice théearea of all Europe. The extreme 
of cold at the Antarctic pole was reached about 
six hundred years ago, since which time the 
climate has been becoming milder, while that 
north of the equator has been growing colder. 


As WAS anticipated, the Woodsiders refused to 
allow the Rev. H. H. Brownell, appointed by the 
Pittsburgh Presbytery,to preaeh iu the Oak 
Alley church last Sunday. A few minutes be- 
fore 10. A M., the Rev. Mr. Brownell. accompa" 
nied by Messrs. McCutcheon and Munn, anti- 
Woodsiders, entered the church and marched 
up theaisle tothe pulpit. On arriving there Mr. 
Barclay arose and said that Mr. Brownell could 
not preach there. They (the Woodsiders) held 


-will ba condnated in the same į the chureh property, and he spoke on the 
authority of two-thirds of the congregation. 


About one-third of those present, in company 
with Messrs. Brownell. Munn, and McOutcheon, 
then left the church and went to Allegheny City 
and held services in the house of one of the 
members, The Woodsiders being left in pos- 
session of the fleld, the Rov. Mr. McCleliand 
took charge of the pulpit and preached. 


A SPANISH peasant, living in.the suburbs of 
Madrid, has long been in the habit of repairing 
daily to the city, accompanied by a donkey 
laden With milk for distribution among certain 
customers. One day. however, the master was 
taken ill, whereupon his wife suggested that 
the ass be sent on his customary journey alone. 
The panniers were accordingly íilied with cans 
of milk as usual, and a bit of paper was attached 
to the donkey’s headstall requesting the cus- 
tomers to help themselvs to their ordinary 
allowance of milk, and to put back the cans into 
the pannier. Off started the donkey, and he re- 
turned in due course with the cans empty and 
with everything in order. The master found 
upon inquiry that the trusty messenger had 
called atthe right doors withont missing one, 
and also that in some instances he had pulled 


‘the bell with his teeth when kept waiting. 


From that day forward the donkey has gone 
his rounds alone. | 


Hayes has always had a fancy for Garfield. 
They are somewhat alike, particularly in their 
loud professions of morality. and the invaria- 
ble cowardice and sordidness of their conduct 
when brought to the test of temptation. Ac- 
cording to the Philadelphia Times, Gov. Tom 
Young of Ohio asserts that the sacrifice of 
Sherman and the nomination of Garfield at 
Chicago were circumstantially arranged be- 
forehand by Hayes. Garfield. Foster. and Den- 
nison, that precious set of Ohio men who now 
eontrol the Republican party. Sherman had 
too much head of his own to suit the Ohio 
syndieate, and his relations to the old Republi- 
can leaders had not been entirely broken off. 
They wanted & man like themselvs—like 
Hayes—whom they would own and control. 
They found such a man in Garfield. who 
rromptly showed the kind of stuff he was made 
of by betraying the candidate whom he went 
to Chicago to support, and stepping into his 
place. Col, Tom Young's story confirms Mr. 
Oonkling’s estimate of the moral character of 
Ohio politicians.—Sun. 


"'TuE National Police Gazette, of New York, 
indorsed by the Young Men's Ohristian Asso- 
elation,” is the heading of a circular issued by 
the journal named. and they print the follow- 
ing extraordinary document in proof: 


Fort Sxaw, M. T., Jan. 20, 1680. 

RIOHARD K. Fox. Esq., N. Y., Sir; At a late 
meeting of the Young Men's Onristian Associa- 
tion of this place it was unanimously voted to 
add your valuable paper to our already im- 
menselist of Christlan and reformatory peri- 
odieals. Hence, as secretary and treasurer of 
the association, it becomes my pleasant duty to 
fend you post-office money order for $4, for one 


year’s subserlption to the National, Police Ga- 
zette. Respectfully, SAMUEL D. SMITH. 
Secretary and Treasurer Y. M. O. A., Fort Snaw 


As this is one of the papers which an effort 
was made to suppress under the obscene litera- 
ture law. the indorsement is a curious one.— 
Toledo Commercial. 

Pror. Evison is still engaged perfecting his 

electric lamp. and has not lost faith in his car- 
bon horse-shoe burner, He is experimenting 
with various materials and fabrics for the 
burner, and when called on recently it was as- 
certained that the one which has thus far given 
the greatest satisfaction is a aiminutiv square 
made of bamboo., These bamboo burners will 
be inserted in the large number of smali lamps 
at the laboratory. from which the air is being 
drawn by the “mercury” pumps. These lamps. 
it is exoected. will be in position and lighted on 
the mght of October ist. It is alleged that the 
bamboo burners will burn for 1,825 hours and 
supply a flame equal to sixteen candles. A gen- 
erator of one horse power. will. itis estimated, 
keep ten lights going, To relieve the monotony 
of incessantly working at the electric lamp the 
inventor passes an occasional hour in improv- 
ing his electric motor. His railway is an inter- 
esting sight for visitors,but few possess the 
courage to accept the invitation to take the half- 
mile ride over the tracks at the rate of forty 
miles an hour. The rails, ordinary looking, are 
‘the-conductors .of the electric current, and on 
these rests the queer-looking engine holding 
the electric machine and the car with its leather 
banded wheels, by which the power generated 
by the machine is communicated. The train is 
controlled by ordinary brakes. The professor 
anticipates increasing the speed to two hundred 
miles, and has ordered new rails. intending to 
lengthen his track toa mile and a half. Hewill 
in a few months make a trial trip over a por- 
tion of the Pennsylvania road. The advantage 
of the new motiv power is the absence of dust, 
smoke. cinders, and noise, and the ease in pass- 
ing over heavy grades. There are at present 
sixty-five workmen engaged in the laboratory. 


Tue Rev. Samuel D. Hinman, who for many 
years has been a missionary of the Protestant 
Episcopal church among the Indians in Ne- 
braska and Dakota. has brought suit against 
the Rev. William H. Hare, missionary bishop 
of Niobrara in the same church. The libel 
complained of consisted in the publication by 
Bishop Hare of a pamphlet entitled ° The Re- 
hearsal of Facts.” in which he charges Hinman 
with impurity of conduct, his adulteries being 
common talk wherever he went, On one occa- 
sion while visiting a boarding-school he scan- 
dalized the older girls by beckoning to them in 
a suspicious way from his window in the 
twilight, and that he had abashed a pretty half- 
breed young woman, her assistant, by saying 
to her: "I love you, Won't you meet me to- 
night? I want to talk with you.” The Rev. 
Hare continues; ‘In December, 1877, a lady, a 
communicant long known to me, and for years 
occupying a place of trust under the same roof 
with him, sought me in great distress of mind, 
and confessed to me that Mr. Hinman, under 
promis of murriage, had hetrayed her, At my 
request she put this in writing and swore to it. 
In January or February, 1878, the Commission- 
er of Indian Affairs, in his office, told me that 
there was a clergyman connected with my mis- 
sioa who was aman of most immoral gharae- 
ter, and who was bringing great disgrace upon 
it, In reply to my inquiries, he said that it was 
Mr, Hinman, that he was a known adulterer, 
that he had been seen in a brothel in Washing- 
ton, and that he ought to be gotten out of the 
Indian country as a man ‚whose presence was 
detrimental to the welfare of the Indians. I 
state, in addition to the above, that one lady 
helper reported to methat parents, when she 
asked them to send their girls to the Santee 
boarding-school, refused on the ground that 
girls sent there were tampered with by the 
missionary; that another lady who has been in 
the mission for seven years put in my hands a 
written statement that on going suddenly up 
stairs in Mr. Hinman's house she s&w him 
emerge from the servant's room: that he slunk 
away covered with embarrassment, and that on 
going to the servant’s room she found her 
flushed and in &tremor, No'withstanding my 
personal conviction of the truth of the charges 
of impurity made against Mr. Hinman, my 
official action has been grounded entirely on 
his reputation. His name is a byword, his rep- 
utation infamous,” 


Events of the Week. 


GARFIELD is electioneering in this state. 


Tux Rev. Moncure D. Conway. of London, is 
on a visit to this country, 


A Youna lady in a Hudson River town re- 
cently purchased a husband for a plate of ice 
cream, 


SEVERAL vessels loaded with naptha took fire’ 
and burnt to the water's edge in this port a few 
nights ago. 


A vVrssEL which arrived in this port from 
Cuba a few days ago had five cases of yellow 
fever on board. 


Steps hav been taken by a Canadian railroad 
company to run a tunnel under the St. Law- 
rence at Montreal. 


Tue Rev. Dr. Krohn, of West Troy. N. Y., has 
suddenly decamped, He is accused of immo- 
rality and dishonesty. 


Troops hav been ordered to Ireland by the 
British government, as fears are entertained of 
disturbunces there, 


AsouT five hundred messenger boys of the 
American District Telegraph Company of this 
city are on strike for higher Wages., 


Two trains collided near Norwich, Conn., on 
the 5th. Many persons were scalded and other- 
wise severely injured. but, nobody was killed. 


Tur English government is again sending 
out reinforcements to Afghanistan. The Af- 
ghans will not remain whipped. but persist in 
oeeasionaily rising and defeating their con- 
querots, 


Tz z son-in-law of the Rev. Mr. Stebbins, a 
Unitarian minister of San Francisco, shot and 
killed the seducer of his wife ashort time since. 
Mr. Stebbins, the father of the lady in question, 
expresees sorrow that he himself did not do the 
shooting. 


AN excursion steamer with six hundred pag- 
sengers Ou board knocked a hole in her bot- 
tom, on the rocks in New Rochelle harbor. near 
this city, on Sunday last. She was run into 
shallow water before she sunk, and the passen- 
gers were all safely landed. 


No progress has yet been made in recovering 
the bodies of the twenty victims of the Hudson 
River tunnel disaster, The water rushes into 
the tunnel faster than three large steam pumps 
can take it out,and the work of clearing the 
tunnel will hav to be commenced anew, 


Prirrro BALBO, a young Talian, who mur- 
dered his wife some time since, was hanged in 
this city on the 6th. He had had an altar con- 
structed in his cell, and most of the time singe 
his conviction was spent in prayer, in which he 
vap a3sisted by several priests. He died a, good 
eiidzan, 


Dr. TANNER finished his forty-day fast atnoon 
on Saturday last, and now he is making up for 
lost dinners. His digestiv powers are as Won- 
derful as his fasting powers, and the amount 
of food he consumes is astonishing. He gains 
een atthe rate of from four to ive pounds 
a Gay. 


A LOCOMOTIV and car jumped from the ele- 
vated railroad of this city a few days ago, doing 
considerable damage, but luckily no one was 
killed or injured, as the engineer, conductor. 
and lireman escaped from the train before ita 
plunge to the street, and there Were no passen- 
gers aboard at the time. 


SEVERAL collisions between excursion steam- 
ers and other vessels hav lately occurred in 
this harbor and adjacent rivers, though for- 
tunately few lives hav been lost thus far. A few 
days ago & crowded sieamer collided with a 
schooner lying at anchor, carrying away the 
schooner’s bowsprit and otherwise damaging 
her. Several passengers were injured. 


A CHILIAN transport was blown up by a Peru- 
vian torpedo a short time since. The torpedo 
was concealed in a launch loaded with fruit and ` 
vegetables. The launch was set adrift at night, 
and was soon discovered and captured by the 
Ohilians, who thought they had taken a prize. 
It was taken alongside the transport and partly 
unloaded. when the torpedo exploded, sinking: 
both vessels and killing one hundred and fifty 
of the crew, 
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THe Radical Pulpit 


The Joy of Life. 


[Sermon preached in the church of the Trinity, Evans- 


vilie, Indiana, by George Chainey, who is now kept from 


preaching by an jujunction obtained by a small minority of 


his congregation. ] 


By the joy of life I mean an abiding sense of its 
worth—a feeling of gladness and thankfulness for it 
asaboon. It is the weight that bears down the 
scale on the side that it is better to hav lived than 


not to hav lived. 


All men do not feel this. Almost every newspaper 

` brings us word of some one who has decided on the 
other side, and so, at their own free choice, hav 
deliberately “shuffled off this mortal coil.” Most of 
these, however, are the result of individual misfor- 
tunes in the loss of money, or love, or friends, or 
health, or sanity. The great majority do, I am 
The thought of death is abhor- 
ent to them while life is strong. When disease has 
weakened the body, and made life a burden, to die 
is as welcome as sleep. Thousands then find com- 
fort in the thought of being hushed into the dream- 
But when life is atrong 
within us, and death confronts us suddenly, it mad- 
dens and makes men desperate and selfish. This 
was seen in the late sad steamboat collision off Long 


Sure, prefer to liv. 


less sleep of eternal rest. 


Island. For life men forgot duty, love, friends, 
humanity, and everything. . 


It is not in accordance with nature that with the 
In the esti- 


mass of men this should be otherwise. 
mate of the worth of life there are two extreme 
positions, both of which are dangerous. We speak 
of them as optimistic and pessimistic. The thor- 
ough optimist is hopeful, buoyant, and finds good 
everywhere. The pessimist is sad, cheerless, and 
finds evil everywhere. The optimist is blinded 
with his rose-mist to the large amount of suffering 
there is in the world, and so lacks sympathy and 
interest in the wrongs and woes of humanity. The 
thorough pessimist is too mistrustful of human 
nature and hasn’t enough faith in the possibilities 
of progress and improvement to incite him to use- 
fulness. Both these extremes are hurtful. 

The men and women who do the most good are 
those who, though seeing that there is much evil in 
the world, still feel glad to liv, and that to be is far 
better than not to be. 

Whence comes this sense of the joy and worth of 
life? What is it that makes the largest number of 
people in earnest to do and to favor whatever will 
contribute to the. happiness of mankind? This is 
the foundation of right and wrong. 

If not to be is better than to be, is my faith, I 
shall most likely abstain from anything that will in- 
‘crease the sum total of existence. A thorough 
pessimist, to be consistent, ought to organize a soci- 
ety for the purpose of bringing about universal gui- 
cide. On the other hand, if I believe that life is 
worth living, right will be to do whatever is condu- 
civ to existence, The first great question of every 
brave and thoughtful man is, How shall I make the 
world better ? Now if it is this feeling of the worth 
of life that underlies all right or wrong-doing, 
should we not be in earnest to find out what are the 
influences or conditions of life that produce this 
feeling? It is said by many that it is produced by 
religion. Buddhism is the largest religion of the 
world, covering, as it does, over one-third of the 
whole human race. In the struggle after spiritual 
purity no people are so religious. But the end of 
all their prayers and struggles is to lose the con- 
sciousness of life. - 


“ To them life is long-drawn agony. 
Only its pains abide. Its pleasures are 
As birds which Jight and fly. 
Sweet is fond love, but funeral flames must kiss 
Tue breasts which pillow and the lips which cling. 
Gallant is warlike might, but vultures pick 
The joints of chiefs and kinga. 
Beaueous is earth, but all ita forest broods 
Plot mutual slaughter, hungering to liv. 
Of sapphire are the skies, but whea men cry, 
Famished, no drops they giv.” 

The promis to the pious devotee, which he strug- 
gles by self-renunciation to gain, is : 

‘© N ver shali yearnings torture bim, nor sing 
Stain him, nor ache of earthly j.ys and woes 
Iovsd«s his safe, eternal peace, nor deaths 
And lives recur. He goes 
Unto Nirvana. He is one with life, 
Yet livs not. He is blest ceasing to be. 
š : . . fJ he dewdrop slips 
Into the shining sea.” 

But many will say this is a false religion, invented 
of the devil, and that all who believe it are idolators, 
but that Christianity is divine, and that it is belief 
in its doctrins that can alone make life worth living. 
A book has been written to prove this to be a fact. 


It is acknowledged by the author that to men of 


intellectual attainments life may hav a certain sense 
of worth that is quite preferable to annihilation. 


true the world is a failure. 
philosophy, those who neglect it will be rewarded, 
while those who seek, in their love of it, to improve 
and enrich it, will be punished. We must also 
remember that thousands who were once as earnest 
in their devotion tothis view of life, having escaped 


different ways. 


of life. 
lest some of their dear ones should neglect to seek 
the Savior.. The minister may tell them to leave it 


common or uncommon people, with but few excep- 
tions, feel that life has for us a far higher value. 

We are very sure that it would yield us no satis- 
faction to hav to go back again into the intellectual 
narrowness and superstitious feelings of our earlier 
days. Every day yields us some few minutes of 
exquisit joy when we look back into the pit from 
which we hav escaped. 

But do all who entertain this faith in Christianity 
feel that life isa joyful thing? Nay. The whole 
history of Christian faith is one of entire condemna- 
tion of life as a worthless bauble. In every possible 
way its meanness has been described. In prayer 
and song, all earthly life has been denounced as 
mean and despicable. Like the Buddhist religion, 
the highest meaning Christianity has given to life 
has been to get well out of it, to despise it, and hate 
it so well that when death comes to the believer his 
soul will not be wedded to its vanities. Every 
Christian biography relates the story of how its 
subject had to constantly trample under his feet the 
allurements of this world. In order to contemplate 
God, thousands hav closed their eyes to the beauty 
of the earth. In order to enjoy a happy death, 
millions hav renounced all the pleasures of human 
love and ambition, and in cells and nunneries and 
ascetic devotions watched and waited for the hour 
of deliverance from the flesh. It is true that these 


people tell you that there is a peace and joy in their. 
hearts that the world cannot giv nor take away. : 


But these statements must be acccepted in the light 


of others. They are fully persuaded that they are. 


going to enjoy a good time by and by when all un- 
believers will be suffering eternal pain. Their joy 
is an illusion to us. I know that it is said that 
there is more pleasure in anticipation than in reali- 
zation. But I had much rather eat an orange than 
imagin for a year how good it would taste. I had a 
thousand times rather at this moment be on Long 
Island laving my limbs in the salt waves and feel- 
ing the keen delight of their electric power than 
imagining in this sweltering climate how nice it 
would be. And who would not rather feel the joy- 
ous thrill of an all-corquering love for one week 


than to hope to do so for any length of time? We 


must also remember that if what these people say is 
According to their 


from it into a true enjoyment of nature, say that its 
happiness was not by any means so rich and full as 
their present. 

I readily acknowledge that the sincere believer 


often enjoys a certain kind of peace and ecstasy of a 
mystical flavor that simulates in some measure the 
more real joys of life. 
of a Spiritual conceit as to a mistaken notion con- 
cerning their importance in the plans of God for the 
salvation of the world. 


But even this is often born 


Then this joy is liable to be marred in so many 
Some are beginning to be shaken 
with doubt through the first intellectual awakening 
Others are in constant fear and torment 


all in the hands of God, but they are a little too 


human to besuch good Christians as that; their faith 


balks at the promis that whatever they ask in the 
name of Jesus shall be granted. Others are con- 
stantly at war with themselvs because when they 
honestly examin into their own lives they find that 
they don't begin to love their neighbor as themselvs. 

Still others are troubled about the conflicting 
views of religion taught in the churches, and won- 
der whether they are in the right way. I hav lived 
and worshiped among the most devout people, and 
I know that so far as this life is concerned it is not 
by any means so satisfactory as it is to those who 
are content with “one world at a time." Why is 
this? Because the belief in God and immortality 
necessarily blinds to the real meanings of the present 
life and world. Close before them stands their real 
mother inviting them to feast upon her warm and 
tender love, bnt they deride her and turn her away 
that they may look for an ideal parent whom they 
hav created to suit them in their imaginations. 
Though they may get a little comfort through fond- 
ly dwelling upon the idea of excellence of this pro- 
duction of their fancy, it is not to be compared 
with the actual love and. presence of our real 
mother. 

While men and women expect to liv on forever 
in a much larger life than the present, it: is utterly 
impossible for them to see the real meaning and 
beauty of the present. Giv a child a beautiful 
toy to-day and promise him twenty more beautiful 
ones to-morrow, and he will fail to enjoy the one 
given to-day in wondering and thinking about those 
coming to-morrow. The hours will be numbered. 
The day wil drag wearily and the night will be 
fitful and feverish, so that the present will be sacri- 


S.ill he is quite sure that when common, every-day | 
people lose their faith in Christianity all the|ficed on the altar of the future. It is in thie way 
perfume and coloring will be found to hav gone out | that the dogmas of Christianity spoil the worth and 
of life. But we who hav lost this faith, whether | beauty of the present life. 


Before I answer the question, What is it that makes 
life worth living? I want to say that there are 
many good people who, though destitute of all 
superstition, still think that it is not worth living. 
Ido not by any means think of this world or uni- 
verse as perfect. There are 80 many failures and, 
calamities that to do so is impossible. If any 
dependence is to be placed in astronomy, there are 
worlds that are born, liv, and die without serving 
any good purpose, just as there are many idiots 
and people born whose lives through no fault of 
their own are entirely useless.to themselvs or the 
world. Many a flower wastes its sweetness on the 
desért air. Thousands are crushed to the earth by 
trampling beasts or destructiv storms. So it is in 
human life. The belief in a God necessitates a 
belief in the perfection of all things, but when this 
delusion fails us we find that things are very far 
from perfect. What means the wreck of the Nar- 
ragansett or those numerous tornadoes that go tear- 
ing through the land, destroying so many happy 
homes in one fell swoop of death and ruin? Now 
there are some people who feel those things so 
keenly that through sympathy with others or their 
own misfortunes they are compelled to feel that for 
them the pains of life outnumber its pleasures. It 
may be that, taking humanity as a whole, its pleas- 
ures outweigh its pains, but that cannot change the 
balance so far as they are concerned. This is one 
of the greatest questions of life, To be or not to be. 
It runs through all literature. It was constantly 
present to the imperial mind of Shakspere. The 
fascination of Hamlet and of Lear is largely due 
toit. What impressed Shakspere so deeply is not 
to be pushed aside with a few dogmatic assertions. 
So I will say again that though to me life is worth 
living, and I believe that it is constantly growing 
more so to thousands, I still hold in trust, respect, 
and hav the deepest sympathy for those who think 
otherwise. One of the tributary streams that con- 
tributes to the joy of life is the sense of liberty. 

The joy of liberty is better felt than told. The 
man who has been a slave knows that there is a 
great difference between his present enjoyment of 
life and when he was confined by force to a monot- 
onous and weary routine. His life may cover no 
larger ground. He may hav some troubles now he 
never had before, but to him the feeling that-he is 
free, that all fields of life and activity are open to. 
him, that the days to come hold for him many wel- 
come surprises, is a priceless boon. But the senseof 
mental liberty is far larger and keenar in its contri- 
bution to the joyous feeling of life. When we 
were confined in our thought to a creed, life was 
tame and insipid. All wonder and expectation were 
quenched in its dogmas. The infinit had no power 
to thrill and move us, and life was simply like that 
of the slave who knows that each to-morrow will be 
a repetition of to-day. 

In harmony with this, belief has always despised 
intellectual attainments. Science and knowledge 
are everywhere spoken against. The wisdom of 
this world is said to be at enmity with God. Belief 
and knowledge are as antagonistic as slavery and 
freedom, There is nothing that orthodoxy fears so 
much as Freethought. The church talks of liberty, 
but never means what it says. When I came into 
the Unitarian body I was promised the largest lib- 
erty, and now for taking them at their word I am 
denounced. You joined this church under the 
recognition of the sacred right of private judgment 
with the pledge to advocate freedom of thought and 
with the distinct understanding that the church was 
ruled by the majority, and now a few of our friends 
want to force a creed upon you, and compel you to 
submit to their arbitrary will in the control of the 
pulpit and form of service. Liberty, you see, brings 
its troubles, but the sweet sense of feeling that to 
us all the broad and rich fields of truth stand open 
that every to-morrow is rich with some new vision 
of truth, fills us with joy that makes us oblivious to 
these petty obstructions placed in our path. All 
the creeds, written or unwritten, and all the churches 
ever built, are not worth to us half as much as this 
joy of liberty that makes life a perpetual wonder 
and delight. The imprisoning power of dogmas is 
responsible for much of the despair and humdrum 
character of life. 

Nothing is so fossilizing as a creed; and as human 
joy is the inspiration of righteousness, opposition 
to all creeds is one of the first and highest duties of 
life. With mental liberty comes the sense of belong- 
ing to one’s self. There is no longer war between 
our own desires and the law of life. We enjoy the 
peace of a definit and consistent law of conduct. In 
being true to ourselvs we see that we are doing the 
largest amount of good to humanity, The world 
needs the healthful and saving influence of sincerity. 
It can stand a great many blunders when men are 
honest with themselvs and each other, but when 
through the influence of popular creeds thousands 
‘profess what they don’t believe, the stream of life’s 
worth is poisoned at its fountain source, 

Another source of joy is the sense of our relation- 
ship to the universe. The world in which we liv is 
a perpetual cause of wonder and delight. It is in 
itself to us an infinit mystery. We find much more 


| 
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enjoyment in it than those do who try to explain 
away this mystery by imagining a still greater 
mystery. lf we must find a first cause it is just as 
necessary to ask the child's question, Who made 
God ? as it is, Who made the world ? 

Theism is destructiv of human joy because those 
who go behind nature in search of omnipotence'lose 
in a large measure the sweet sense of relationship to 
the world they liv in. Joy is almost synonymous 
with that quality of life we call naturalness 

Wherever superstition clouds the sky of life there 
is the shadow of a fearful awe upon the heart. No 
clouds of fear obscure the light of reason. To all! 
who walk by its brightening ray the beauty and 
perfume of the flowers, the wonder and charm of. 
‘the changing scenery of the landscape, yield a per-- 
petual delight. The sense of our relationship thrills 
us with a sweet and poetical pleasure. All its moods 
affect us. We feel our relationship to it and rest in. 
its truth. There is a power in it which, as Matthew | 
Arnold says, makes for righteousness, that is eternal . 
in its order and harmony ; but it is not to us a per- 
sonal power outside of nature, but Nature itself. As 
long as men believe that the world has been created 
out of nothing by a greater power than itself they 
will fail to see its beauty or feel the worth of life. ' 
The upliftings and subduings of feeling that many: 
eall religion are not born of any creed or dogma, 
nor of any forced obedience to arbitrary standards 
of morality, but they flow down into our lives from 
the natural hights of beauty and wonder that fade. 
away into the impenetrable infinities of the universe. | 

When all guesses about the infinit are gone the | 
infinit remains. When all faith in dogmas is gone, | 
and we are brave and honest enough to say so, there | 
remains in life a sincerity that is more than truth, a| 
goodness that is more than justice ; and these blend | 
and flow into each other like harmonious colors in 
flowers, forming a bouquet of indefinable grace and 
beauty. Another source of life's joy is found in 
real human love. We are no longer such ascetics 
that we cannot rejoice in the physical beauty of man 
or woman. To cultivate physical perfection is to 
us one of the sacred duties of life. 


the sensualism of the world. Sensualism grows. 
largely out of calling impure what is pure in itself. | 
It is born of a false and morbid repression of natural , 


appetites. It is protected by a low moral estimate | 


of the importance of the bodily functions of life. 
It flourishes and fattens on the dense ignorance that, 


7 “prevails in regard to the relation of pun health 


to all the other functions of life. Imaginary love 
of God may grow strong as the body gtows weak, 
but the human loves of the new gospel liv and 
flourish the best when the body is healthy. One of 
the first duties of life is to be well. Physical health 
alone is a source of indefinable joy. No words can 
express the luxury of living when the pulse beats 
high and the senses are all awake to contribute, each 
one its share, to the feast of life. It is in this soil 


Religion has, 
branded with infamy the sensuous pleasures of life, ' 
and for so doing I believe is responsible for most of | 


the leveling principle that all should share alike. 
That was the doctrin of Jesus, and whenever it has 
been fairly tried it has proved a failure. But I 
believe that wealth instead of being a curse is a 
blessing. I know that the children of the rich are 
often ruined, but that is owing to other influences 
than the fact that their parents were above all want. 
Wealth that is held in the aristocratic spirit, as some- 
thing that makes one superior to his fellows, inde- 
pendent of any worth of intellect or of character, is 
bound to work mischief. But wealth rightly used 
will multiply all the other pleasures of life. 

The world is growing happier because it is grow- 
ing wealthier. 

If you want to see human misery, go to a 
poverty-stricken land like Ireland or Italy. Chris- 
tianity has pronounced its blessing upon poverty, 
and to-day these two most Christian countries swarm 
with paupers. . 

- When we turn our attention to the improvement 
of this world, to the actual happiness of mankind 
right here and now, we shall find that this question 
of wealth is one of the foremost. When we giv 
the time and thought now given to disputes about 
God, heaven, and hell, and other things of which 
we can know nothing, to the questions of the social 
reformation, of money, and of the relation of labor 


to capital, we shall be much nearer the universal 


sense of life’s worth than we are to-day. 

Let every man and woman be free to think 
their own thought ; let the home be the most sacred 
temple, pure: human love the holiest religion, and 
wealth increase until comfort shall sit by every fire- 
side, and no one will complain that life is not greatly 
worth having. . 

I fancy I hear some orthodox person saying, How 
will you bring this joy to him who is laboring under 
the burden of a guilty conscience? In the first 
place, most of these burdens are of your making and 
as long as they believe in your doctrins the only 
relief they can find is by taking liberal doses of 
faith. But when, through the influence of universal 
education and science, we hav destroyed these dog- 
mas there will not be so many of these blighted 
and distorted lives. Andif any one walking in this 
new light of truth shall wilfully do what he feels 
to be wrong, I am sure vhat he will learn to respect 
himself far sooner by manfully bearing his own bur- 
den than by shirking off the responsibility on to 
some one else. Nature cures a wound of the spirit 
by obedience to her laws in the same way as it does 


-one of the body. 


When the true law of conduct is taught in the 
place of the present false and unnatural ones there 
will bebut little transgression. When sincerity and 
naturalness abound and every one has a chance with- 
out becoming a slave to gain a fair share of the com- 
forts of life, our prisons will be to let, our insane 
asylums and poorhouses will be empty, and happi- 
ness will bloom in every heart. It may be that it 
wil be long before this ideal will be reached, but 
every approach toit will be made by the preaching 


thé plants of love bud and blossom in rich profusion. 
Who shall sing the praise of love? How new and; 
yet how old the story! 

The first and last theme of every poet’s pen and 
artists brush are these. And yet it has been called 
profane! Sickness and death, according to religion, 
hav often invaded some happy heme, and snatched 
therefrom the dearest object of love to teach those 
that remain that they must not be so taken up with 
love as to forget God. We must preach that noth- 
ing is so sacred or givs such worth to life as a love 
that fills all the days and hours of life with thoughts 
and deeds of devotion. Let men and women wor- 
ship each other. Let them idolize their children. 
What harm can come of it? Let the home be the 
most sacred temple,'and the fireside the divinest 
altar. We hav been seeking a heaven in the skies ; 
let us now look for one on earth. Thousands of 
women hav wept and prayed away their lives, 
crushing down With iron hand of fear the cravings 
for some human love. How much sweeter and 
purer the world would hav been if all this earnest 
devotion had been consecrated to the building up 
of earthly homes, the rewarding of honest manly 
hearts, and the training of little children beneath 
the warm sunny skies of such a brooding tenderness. 
A life without experiencing a genuin human love, 
however rich it may be in other directions, has never 
felt the highest sense of life’s worth. Goethe on 
his dying bed found sweetest consolation in saying, 
“T hav loved and been loved.” 

Another source of life’s joy is found in wealth. 
Religion has had much to say against the danger of ; 
riches. It is impossible, according to the Christian ` 
standard, for a rich man to enter into the kindom of ` 
heaven ; still I notice that a great many of them ex- 
pect to do so. The new gospel shall, however, pro- 
nounce its curse against poverty ; not the poor man, 
but the conditions that make him poor. We must 
cease to encourage a belief that says that an order 
of society that keeps so many ground to the earth 
beneath the burden of poverty is of necessity per- 


and practice of the new gospel of liberty, love, and 
law. 
——Ř 


Sexual Intemperance.—No. Ge 


And what has been done by habits can be undone by re- 
versing the processes or discontinuing the habits. It is now 
clearly established that the causes of our human degradation 
and loss, and the means of our elevation and gain, are with- 
inus. The way of redemption and ascension to nigher life 
is by a right use of those powers and faculties the perversion 
of which has resulted in so much suffering and misery 
to our race. The generativ power must be educated, 
trained, and guided by the highest wisdom and scientific 
culture as the only sure foundation of effectiv and perma- 
nent reform.—Loring Moody. 3 

And habit has led us step by step into sexual intemper- 
ance, and now we must ‘‘ reverse the processes and discon- 
tinue the habit.” We must teach the world a truer and 
higher form of general morality than it has yet possessed. 
To make our position more clear, suppose we take the ques- 
tion of temperance ag regards liquor drinking as an illustra- 
tion of our subject. I hold that all use of liquor for a 
beverage is harmful, and probably in ninety-nine cases out 
of a hundred it dees more injury than good even as a medi- 
cin ; and consequently I am a tetotaler. There was a time 
when to eschew all fermented drinks was thought to be 
fanaticism, foolishness, and finicalism. Men then pleaded 
for gustatory enjoyment as harmless and natural, just as 
they now ask for sexual enjoyment on the same plea. But 
as years rolled away, and they saw the continual and 
increasing demand for liquor, and saw the appetite becom- 
ing so depraved that it took cayenne pepper, strychnin, 
and even vitriol, to make the flery beverage strong enough 
to tickle the palate, and as they watched the disastrous and 
ruinous Consequences of intemperance, they began to won- 
der if it paid ; to wonder if there was really more pleasure 
than pain, more joy than sorrow, in the long train of woes 
resulting from tippling, tasting, and guzzling. Homes des- 
ecrated and ruined, men wrecked in fortune, in mind, and 
body; crimes increased a thousandfold, and misery, woe, 
and desolation everywhere along its track, and all for a 
little temporary exhaltation, amiability, and “enjoyment.” 

Then was inaugurated a gradual system of temperance 
reforms that hav revolutionized public opinion, 80 that now 


manent. Wealth must be more equalized. There temperance and teetotalim are the rule, and drinking for 
is enough to provide every one with all that is pleasure is the exception. Slowly but surely the good work 
needed of physical good, [hay no sympathy with | wi] go on till the day will come when liquor will be made 


only by the government and sold only by the same executiv 
power, just as postage stamps now are sold. "And then, 
when no man can fill his coffers by offering to his neighbor 
poisor, he will cease to do so, and intemperance in liquor 


drinking will be one of the outgrown evils of the past. . 


But, says one, we ought to enjoy all our faculties. Yee, I 
too believe in getting all the pleasure we can in the right 
use of every function with which we are endowed. 

But what is the right use of the generativ function? Is it 
not the procreation of the species ? And ia there really any 
other use for it? Because a man has made the use of 
tobacco or rum a seeming necessity to his happiness, is it 
& proof that he is endowed by nature with ax appetite for 
them, and has a right to get all the pleasure he can from 
their use ? . ; 

Itis not to man, nor even to woman herself as queen in 
the department of the affections, to whom this subject of 
sexual indulgence should be referred. By long ages of 
false reasoning and improper habits of life, during which 
the human race yielded to appetites, passions, and desires 
that grew and increased as fast a3 gratified, the nature of 
human beings has become go nerverted that now, to right 
the wrong, there must be some martyrdom endured. A few 
must suffer ''starvation" that the many may be saved. 
The strong must endure self-abnegation to preserve the 
weak. When all becomes right and natural, there will be 
no real starvation Or restraint. The celibate saints are no 
guides for alphaites. They practiced starvation on the mis- 
taken idea that by erucifying the passions and mortifying 
the body they would, like the pillar saints, inherit purer 
and holier joys in the world to come, and so they let the 
mind dwell in the thoughts of lustful indulgence, and on 
tbem as crotses borne and sufferings endured for piety's 
sake, thus increasing desires and appetites; when they 
should hav been activly employed in happy, healthy, hearty 
work for the good of the world. Confined in cloistered 
cells, dwelling amid thoughts gloomy and dark, imagining 
themselvs hell- doomed if they let in one ray of earthly sun- 
light upon thelr lives of penance and mortification, ic is no 
marvel they had disordered brains and withered heads. 

When our friends will tell us how many glasses of liquor 
a man may drink a day without going beyond the ''inno- 
cent and natural use" of intoxicants, then we will tell them 
how much legitimate indu!gence outside of procreativ pur- 
poses may be allowable for pleasure. Tampering with poi- 
sons, playing with edged tools, sleeping on & slumbering 
volcano, are all dangeroua pastimes, but misusing and abus- 
ing the most tender, delicate, and easily disordered portions 
of the human body, those designed only for the perpetuation 
of the race, is ten thousand times more dangerous than all 
these put together. 

Pause, think, and consider before it is too late. Keep on 
the safe.side, for in this there is but one that can possibly 
be safe—the side of continence, purity, health, and all that 

ig good and clean. Cleanliness is better than all the godli- 
ness the world ever knew. Matthew Arnold says, ‘ Excel- 
lence dwells among high and steep rocks, and can only be 
reached by those who sweat blood to reach her.” But to 
be excellent who would not strive to climb ? What is life 
for if it be not for the purpose of achieving excellence ? 
Shall we hesitate, then, to begin our ascent? Humboldt 
sayf, '' One's business in life is first to perfect one’s self by 
all the means in one's power, and secondly to try and create 
in the world en aristocracy, the most numerous that one possia 
bly can, of talents and character,” Bolet us perfect ourselves, 
and then by precept and example do all we can to perfect 
as many as we can, thus creating an aristocracy of purity 
and excellence that shall embrace more and more within ita 
folds, till all the nations rejoice in light, love, and knowl- 
edge en Gathering strength while we are waiting 
For the conflict yet to come, 
Fear not, fail not. light will lead us 
Yet in safety to our home.” 
Snowville, Va., July 21, 1880. Ermina D. SLENKER, © 
Sr —————— 


Mz. J. B. F. CHAMPLIN, of Little Valley, New York, ig 
entitled to the commendation of the friends of Freethought, 
not only himself, but his good wife, who has greatly aided 
him in the good work he has just accomplished, Little 
Valley is a very pleasant village, but is terribly ortho- 
dox in religion. There are a number of churches there 
where the ac-called ‘‘ bread of life” is dealt out every Bun- 
day, but it is very poor *' bread," and the only reason the 
people eat it is that they were brought up on it and hav 
never allowed themselvs to change their diet or believe there 
was anything better than this old moldy stuff. But Mr, 
Champlin is a reader, an observer, and a traveling man, and 
has ascertained the fact that there is better diet than ortho- 
doxy. He has put up a fine brick block in the village, and 
finished off, in flne style, in the third story a magnificent 
public hall, which was last Saturday and Sunday dedicated 
to Freethought and mental liberty. And he proposes that 
hereafter Liberalism shall hav a hearing in Little Valley. 

— M 


Bismarck (Kan.) Liberal Camp-Meeting. 


Do not fail to attend the second great encampment of 
Liberals at Bismarck Grove, Lawrence, Kan, This Conven- 
tion of Liberals will be one of the greatest of the year. 
Commencing Sept. 1st, it will last seven days. The best 
speakers of the Liberal ranks will be in attendance. Strong 
efforts will be made to secure the attendance of Col. Inger- 
soll. The grounds-hav been enlarged and beautified by the 
owners, the W. P. Railroad Company. The Kansas rail- 
roads will commute their rates, and perhaps some others. 
Accommodations at very reasonable rates can be had on the 
grounds or in the city. Bring your own provision and bed 
clothing, if you choose, and camp out. Plenty .of good 
tents for rent cheaply. Do not forget. Come all. 

Lawrence, Kan., Aug. 3, 1890, O, A, PHELPS, 
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tragedy ever acted. But the pretense of the reality 
of the event would break down, in the judgment of 
the better. informed, from the total want of evi- 
dence to support that part of the detail, which, had ' 
it been real, could not have wanted the clearest and 
most constraining demonstration. The darkness 
which closed the scene of the suffering Prometheus 
was easily exhibited on the stage by putting out the 
lamps; but when the tragedy was to become history, 
and the fiction to be turned into farce, the lamp of 
day could not be so easily disposed of. Nor can it 
be denied that the miraculous darkness which the 
evangelists so solemnly declare to have attended the 
crucifixion of Christ labors under precisely the 
same fatality of an absolute and total want of evi- 
dence." M. 

In speaking of this subject, and especially of the 
similar story of the crucifixion of Jesus, Gibbon, in 
his characteristic ironical style, asks: “How shall we 
excuse the supine inattention of the pagan and phi- 
losophic world to those evidences which were pre- 
sented by the hand of Omnipotence, not to their 
reason, but to their senses? This miraculous event, 
which ought to*hav excited the wonder, the curios- 
ity, and the devotion of mankind, passed without 
notice in an age of history. It happened during the 
lifetime of Seneca and the elder Pliny, who must 
have experienced the immediate effects, or received 
the earliest intelligence, of the prodigy. Each of 
these philosophers, in a laborious work, has recorded 
all the great phenomena of nature, earthquakes, 
meteors, comets, and eclipses, which his indefatiga- 
ble curiosity could collect ; both the one and the 
other have omitted to mention the greatest phenom- 
enon to which the mortal eye has been witness since 
the creation of the globe” (Gibbon, vol. ii, chap. 
15, p. 379). The argument is a strong one; if it 
was true that earthquakes, rending of rocks, and 
general darkness prevailed at the death of Jesus, 
with the dead coming forth from their graves, Sen- 
eca, Pliny, Josephus, and others would undoubtedly 
have had something to say about it. If Matthew 
drew upon his imagination in this case to get up a 
remarkable narrative, he is not to be believed in any- - 
thing he says. Bishop Watson’s reply to Gibbon 
hardly meets the case: “However mysterious the 
darkness at the crucifixion might have been, I have 
no doubt the power of God was as much concerned 
in its production as it was in opening the graves and 
|the resurrection of the dead bodies of the saints 

that slept, which accompanied that darkness ” (Third 
Letter to Gibbon). Thus the bishop would be glad 
to prove the darkness by the rising uf the dead, and 
probably the rising of the dead by the darkness. 
Unfortunately there is nothing to prove either. save 
the unsustained and unreliable story of Matthew. 

Taylor further says: ‘Prometheus, exactly 
answering the Christian personification, Providence, 
is, like that personification, used sometimes as an 
epithet, synonymous with the supreme Deity him- 
self. The pagan phrase, ‘Thank Prometheus,’ like 
the Christian one, ‘Thank Providence,’ its literal 
interpretation, meant exactly the same as ‘Thank 
God Thus in the Orphic hymn to Kronos, or 
Saturn, we hav this sublime address: ‘ Illustrious, 
cherishing Father, both of immortal gods and men, 
various of counsel, spotless, powerful, mighty Titan 
who consumest all things, and again thyself against 
them ; who holdest the ineffable bonds, throughout 
the boundless world ; thou universal parent of suc- 
cessive being, various in design, fructifier of the ` 
earth and of the starry heaven ; dread Prometheus, 
who dwellest in all parts of the world, author of 
generations, tortuous in counsel, hear our supplicant 
voice, and send our life a happy, blameless end, 
Amen.” 

The foregoing brief mention of the mythical 
saviors that have been believed to have been cruci- 
fied, together with the references and authorities, 
are from Grave’s “ Sixteen Crucified Saviors.” Much 
fuller remarks could be made, and much more said 
showing that belief in saviors and sons of Gods. 
being erucitied existed widely in the world many 
hundreds of years before Jesus. I think you are 
correct in deciding that one must be a counterfeit of 
the others. We differ only as to which is the 
counterfeit. You think the older is the counterfeit, 
while the younger isthe original, I hold directly to . 
the opposite. Let our readers decide which is cor- 
rect, One thing, however, must be perfectly apparent 
to every thoughtful person who understands the 
facts—that there was quite enough of the crucifixion 
myths in the world, centuries before Jesus was 
heard of, to afford ingenious manipulators the neces- 
sary cue and material to make up the Jesus story. 
I feel inclined here to repeat what I said in my last, 
that if our gospel story is true, that God found it 
necessary to leave his home in heaven and come to 
earth to make it possible for a moiety of the human 
race to be saved, what a pity that he should not 
have been able to originate something new, and not 
be compelled to follow in the footsteps of the old 
pagans, and adopt their crude, effete, and worn-out 


modern Christian rendition of Prometheus being 
bound for thirty years to a rock, where vul- 
tures preyed daily upon his vitals, “an impious 
Christian fraud.” “I have seen,” says he, “the 
account which declares he was nailed to the ‘cross 
with hammer and nails? (Anac. vol. i, p. 327). The 
New American Cyclopedia (vol. i, p. 157) says of 
Prometheus, “It is doubtful whether there is to be 
found in the whole range of Greek letters deeper 
pathos than that of the divine woe of the beneficent 
demigod Prometheus, crucified on his Scythian cross 
for his love to mortals.” Southwell commemorates 
the same idea—“ He exposed himself to the wrath of 
God in his zeal to save mankind.” The noticeable 
points in the myth of Prometheus are: 1. He was the 
son of a God; 2. He wished to benefit the race of 
man; 3. Aga propititation to appease the anger of 
God, he was crucified; 4. The whole frame of 
nature was convulsed ; the earth shook, the rocks 
were rent, and the graves were opened. 

The story of Prometheus was written by Grecian 
poets, hundreds of years before the time of Jesus, 
prominent among whom was Eschylus; and a drama 
of the crucifixion of Prometheus was enacted on 
the Athenian stage five hundred years before Jesus 
was born. The plot was derived from materials, 
even at that time, of very remote antiquity. The 
ex-Rev. Dr. Robert Taylor (Diegesis, p. 191) 
describes this at length. The * Prometheus Bound,” 
of Eschylus is among the most noted ancient poems 
that has come down to our times. Perhaps Potter’s 
translation is the best. The majesty of. the silence 
of Prometheus, whilst the ministers of an offended 
God were nailing him. by the hands and feet on 
Mount Caucasus, could only be equaled by the 
modesty with which he relates, while hanging on the 
cross (referring to the position of the sufferer), his 
services to the human race which had brought on 
him that awful crucifixion: . 

: “I will speak 
Not as upbraiding them, but by my own gifts 
Commending. "T was I who brought sweet hope 
To inhabit in their hearts. I brought 
The fire of heaven to animate their clay ; 
And through the clouds of barbarous ignorance ` 
Diffused the beams of knowledge. Ia a word, 
Prometheus taught each useful art to man.” 


In answer to a call made on him to explain how 
this philanthropy could hav incurred such a terrible 
punishment, he continues : i 


** Ree what J, a god. suffer from the gods 

For mercy to mankind. Iam not deemed 

Worthy of mercy ; but in this uncouth 
Appointment am fixed here, . 

A spectacle dishonorable to Jove !: 

On the throne of heaven scarce was he seated, 

O. the powers of heaven 

He showered his various benefits, thereby 
Confirming his sovereignty; but for unhappy mortals 
‘Had no regard, but all the present race 

Willed to extirpate, and.to form anew, i 
None, save myself, opposed his will, I dared, 

And boldly pleading, saved them from destruction— 
Saved them from tioking to the realms of nizht, 
For which cffense I bow beneath these pains, 
Dreadful to suffer, piteous to behold.” 

None remained to be witnesses of his dying ago- 
nies save a chorus of faithful women who bewailed 
and lamented his unhappy fate, but were unable to 
subdue his inflexible philanthrophy. Overcome at 
length by the intensity of his sufferings, he curses 
Jove in language scarcely different in terms, and 
not inferior in sublimity, to the celebrated Eoi, 
Eloi, lama sabacthani? of the gospel story. And 
then immediately the whole frame of nature be- 
came eonvulsed, and earthquakes and the rending of 
rocks followed, “and in a storm that threatened the 
dissolution of the universe, the curtain fell on the 
sublimest scene ever presented to the contemplation 
of the human eye—a dying god,” 

** Lo, streaming from the fatal tree, 

His alt-atoning blood ; 

Is this the Infinite? "lia he, 
Prometheus, and a god ! 

Well might the sun in darkness hide, 
And veil his glories in, 

When God, the great Prometheus, died 
For man the creature's sin," 
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: What Objections to Christianity ? 
REPLY TO MR. MAIR’S FOURTH LETTER.—CONTINUED. 


Quirinius of Rome is briefly described by Hig- 
gins as having been crucified. It is also shown that he 
was born of a virgin, and his life sought when a 
child by the reigning king. He-was of royal blood; 
when he was put to death darkness spread over the 
earth ; he also rose from the dead and aseended to 
heaven. 

-Thulis, or Zulis, of Egypt was believed to have 
been crucified more than fifteen hundred years before 
Jesus. Wilkinson says of him, “His history is 
curiously illustrated in the sculptures, made seven- 
teen hundred years m. o," After his violent death 
he was buried, but rose and ascended into heaven, 
and. became “the judge of the dead.” He is said 
to have been full of grace and truth, and to have 
come down from heaven to effect a great good for 
mankind. 

‘An account of the myth of the crucifixion of the 

- Thibetan god and savior Indra may be found in 
Georgius (Thibetinum Alphabetum, p. 230). Plates 
in this work represent this Thibetan savior as having 
been nailed to. the cross. Five wounds are seen, 
representing holes made by nails, and also a wound 
in the side. The myth is of great antiquity. A part 
of the myth referring to him is that he was born of 
a virgin and descended from heaven on a mission 
of mercy. He lived a life of strict celibacy, led a 
most holy life, and taught the purest of morals. 

Alcestos of Euripides seems to have been a female 
savior who was crucified. An account of this case 
may be found in the English Classical Journal, vol. 
xxxvii. he period assigned to this savior was 
600 B. c. 

Attys of Phrygia, another crucified savior, is à 
still older myth, being placed at 1170 p. c. Higgins 
mentions it, The Latin phrase suspensus lingo, 
found in his history, indicates the manner of his 
death. He was suspended on a tree, crucified, buried, 
and rose again. Different stories are told of him, 

x but this is one. 

Crite was tbe Chaldean savior, an ‘account of 
whom, according to Higgins, is noted in Chaldean 
sacred books. He was called “The Redeemer,” 
and was styled “The Ever Blessed Son of God,” 
“The Savior of the Race,” and “ An Atoning Offer- 
ing for an Angry God.” When he was offered up, 
heaven and earth were said to have been shaken to 
their foundations. 

Bali, or Baliu, of Orissa, in Asia, is another of 
these old crucifixion myths, Higgins tells us (Ana- 
calypsis, vol, i, p. 257) that monuments of this cru- 
cified god bear great age, and may be found amid 
the ruins of the magnificent city of Mahabalepore, 
partially buried among the figures in the temple. 
He was called the “Lord Second,” indicating the 
second God in the trinity. He was the son of the 
prineipal deity, and, as in 80 many other cases, was 
the one for a propitiation or atoning offering. 

` Mithra, according to a Persian myth, as Higgins 
informs us, was another redeemer, or son of God, 
to whom Jesus bears much resemblance, He was 
the son of the great god Ormuzd; he was one of 
the trinity, and he was born on the 25th day of 
December. That day was celebrated with great 

omp in his memory for hundreds of years. It was 
held that he was crucified on a tree as an atonement 
for mankind. Two Christian writere, Faber and 

' Bryant, both speak of his being slain, but avoid 
mentioning his being crucified, as other Christian 
writers have done in the cases of other. ancient 
myths. The disposition has often been shown to 
suppress the idea of erucifixions, lest it be seen what 
“counterfeits ” they were of the crucified Jesus, who 
came on nearly a thousand years later. 

Prometheus was the Grecian crucified savior. 
Different renditions of his story are given, as many 
different writers have had more or less to say of 
this myth. Hesiod sings of him, and Eschylus and 
Seneca wrote of him, as did also Horace and many 
others. He was nailed to an upright beam of timber, 
to which were affixed arms of wood, which consti- 
tuted a cross, and was located near the Caspian 

Straits. The learned Mr, Higgins pronounces thé 


Dr. Taylor continues: “The preternatural dark- 
ness which attended the crucifixion of Prometheus 
was natural enough as exhibited on the stage, and is 
beautifully described in the language of the trag- 
edy. Nor is there any difliculty in conceiving that 
when the mighty effort of such a tragedy on the 
feelings and sentiments of the audience became an 
inexhaustible source of. wealth to the performers, 
there would he found those who were shrewd enough 
to discover the policy of enchaining and perpetuat- 
ing so probable an impression on the vulgar mind 
by maintaining that there was more than a mere 
show in the business ; that it was an exhibition of 
circumstances that had really happened ; that Pro- 
metheus was a real personage, and had actually done 
and suffered and spoken in as lively a manner as 
had been set before them ; that the tragedy was a 
gospel put into meter, and that nothing but ‘an evil 
beast of unbelief’ would induce any man to doubt 
‘the certainty of those things wherein he had been | vagaries, 
instructed.’ It is probably no more than a figure of| You are unfortunate in your endeavors to prove 
speech, though very injudiciously chosen, in which |the truthfulness of the story of Jesus from contem- 
Origen calls the crucifixion of Christ the most awful | porary historians, Seutonius did not speak of Jesus 
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or Christ. He did, in 110, speak of Chrestus, a leader | the points of resemblance between them. Firat let 


in Jewish riots, bot it is absurd to claim that he 


alluded to Jesus. If Christianity has no better proof | 


in its favor that that, it is Weak indeed. The paa- 
tage from 'l'acitus has been clearly proved by Dr. 
Robert Taylor to be a forgery, and not very long 
since an English writer asserted in the Edinburgh 
Review his ability to prove that the entire “ Annals 
of Tacitus," from whetice the story emánated, were 
forged by ove Paggia Bracciolini, who died in 1459, 
having for forty years been apostolic secretary to 
seven successive popes. He was a good scholar, 
aud in every way capable of getting up the forgery. 
A proof to show that the passage in the “ Annals ? 
is à forgery is that the punishment of the Christians 
by Nero is plagiarized from Sulpicius Severus, an 
elegant Christian writer, about the year 400. Pas- 
sages in the two are almost identical, as could easily 
be shown if space could be taken to give correspond- 
ing passages. Forgeries in the early Christian cen. 
turies were of most frequent occurrence, and it is 
unsafe to attach full importance to much that was 
then written. This is particularly the case with the 
celebrated passage ascribed to Josephus, speaking 
of Jesus. The ablest writers pronounce it a forgery. 
At best it is of questionable authenticity. The 
asserted quotation of Pliny stands little better. It 
is stoutly claimed that he wrote of the Essenes, and 
not of the Christians proper. The term Christian 
was not used by any pagan writer till the second 
century. ; 

I must confess to you that a smile unavoidably 
came over my face as I.read your attempt to prove 
that there are ‘‘ governmental archives" referring to 
Jesus. You gave a quotation. from the apocryphal 


gospel called the “Acts of Pilate,” or * Gospel of t 


Nicodemus,” as it is also called, which, so far as I 
am informed, no respectable authority regards.as 
anything else than spurious The hook is made up 
of the most absurd accounts of Jesus descending 
into heli, about the conversation which took place 
between Satan and Hades, of the objections of the 
latter to Jesus being taken into his dominion, of the 
shattering of the gates of hell, of the conversations 
with Adam, Seth, John. the Baptist, etc. Much of 
this gospel is too ridiculous for anybody to believe, 
and no sensible person for a moment supposes that 
Pilate ever wrote a word of it. Pretty “ govern- 
mental archives," indeed ! Is that the best kind of 
proof you have to offer? The bungling of the 
..— . forger who.got it.up-may be seen. by the claim that 
Pilate wrote his letter to Claudius Cæsar, telling 
about the ministry and death of Jesus, when Pilate 
had been recalled by Tiberius and was superseded 
by another procurator, so that when Claudius be- 
. eame emperor, A.D. 41, Pilate was not in Judea at 
all and never wrote a letter to Claudius. You 
. might with the same propriety have introduced 
as “governmental archives? the remarkable story 
of the handkerchief of the woman Veronica, on 
e which handkerchief Jesus instantaneously photo- 
graphed his own picture, and which afterward cured 
the emperor Tiberius Cesar. If you have a'taste 
for those “ big stories,” you can find plenty of them 
in the canonical and uncanonical gospels. There 
have been doubtless hundreds of them, and gotten 

up by interested and ingenious forgers. 

My reply to your letter has reached a greater 
length than I intended, and I will needs leave some 
points unnoticed, but I will take the space to deny 
your attempt to make it appear that Christianity, or 
the gospel, is more than nineteen hundred years of 
age, and I deny that it was preached to Adam, 
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, 
or anybody else before the Christian era. The 
mention that the heel of the seed of the woman 
should bruise the serpent’s head had no more allu- 
sion to the religion of Jesus than it had to Moham- 
med, John Calvin, or Joseph Smith. The serpent 
story is a simple Chaldean allegory, and the allu- 
sion to heels and snakes’ heads asserts the natural 
antipathy which exists between human beings and 
snakes, if it means anything. When a man sud 
denly comes upon a serpent, his sudden impulse is 
to place his heel somewhat forcibly upon the snake’s 
head. ‘The fable recognized this existing abhor- 
rence to snakes. I deny also that there is any 
prophecy alluding to Jesus in the Pentateuch or in 
any ‘part of the Old Testament. 1 am aware several 
are claimed, but I think without proof. I will pay 
tgttention to them when you have cited them. 

I have used so much space I will not now take up 
your idea of God and the creation of everything 
from nothing, and your pretty little sermon about 
man’s. becoming a rebel and falling from God, and 
jhis being redeemed by the blood of God’s Son. 
We will get to that subject more fairly after a 
while. I will remark, however, that I regard the 
‘sermon in the latter part of your letter as having 
very little to do with the subject of the discussion 
between us. That you can draw largely from thou- 


sands of sermons and theological sources I readily: 


grant you, but, unfortunately, they prove little or 
nothiug. 


mortals. 


killed by enemies. 


years longer than Christianity. 
and Judaism and Christianity are the fo 1 »wing : 


from nothing. 


us compare Brahmanism with Judaism and Chris- 
tianity. Some of the similar features in each are : 


1, A personal creator of all existences. 
2. Revelation from the Divine Being to the human 


race. 


3. Profuse sacred scriptures. 
4, A divine and inspired law-giver who instructed 


the people in what God required of them. 


5. The doctrine of the trinity—three gods united 


in one. 
.6. The sacrifice of animals to appease an angry 
God. x 
7. The efficacy and importance of prayer in affect- 
ing God. ; 
8. The doctrine of incarnation—God visible to 


9. God cohabiting with a virgin, producing an 


offapring half God and half man. 


10. God's son coming into the world to save it. 
11. The conflict between God's son and devils and 


evil demons. 


12. A belief in a holy breath or the Holy Ghost. 
13, A belief in animals bearing away sin and its 


effects. 


14, A belief in immortality. 
15. Places of happiness and misery in a future 


16, Expiation—one person atoning for another. 
17. A mediator, redeemer, and savior. 

18, The Savior performing miracles, and being 
-19, The altar used in worship, also the rosary. 

20. Baptism both by water and fire. 
21. The extraordinary qualities of holy water. 
22, The confession of sins. 
23. Going on pilgrimages to holy places. 

24, Celibacy, and chastity to be observed by 


priests. 


25. Belief in miracles and their great efficacy. 
These resemblances can be greatly enlarged if 


necessary. 


. The believers in Brahmanism are estimated at 
150,000,000. Brahmanism has existed a thousand 


Among the resemblances between Zoroastrinism 


1. A personal, unseen, eterual deity. 
2. 'The creation of the earth and all the worlds 


8. A first pair of parents to all human beings. 
4. A belief in a general fluod. 
A A lawgiver to receive and dispense God's 
will. 
6. Laws of God given on a holy mountain ’mid 
thunders. 
7. Sacred books divided into chapters and verses. 
8. The inculcation of morals. 
9. The direct government of God over the world, 
10. A priesthood—a mediatorial class. 
11, Belief and practice of animal sacrifice. 
12. Belief and practice of prayer. 
18. Belief in supernaturalism. 
. God's son a mediator and redeemer, 
. Augels and good spirits not of mortal birth. 
. The devil a good adversary of God. 
. Demons and evil spirits of lower grades. 
18. A continual warfare between the good and 


19. Wonderful miracles. 

20, A future state of existence. 

21, Christmas festival, commemoration of the 
birth of God’s son. 

22, A strong opposition to idolatry. 

23. Heaven and hell in a future life. 

24, The resurrection of the body. 

25. A final day of judgment. ` 

26. The passions to be curbed; purity and chastity 
enjoined.  . 

27. Love and forgiveness highly approved. 

28, Fature destruction of the world by fire, and 
then 2 new earth. 1 

29. The division into numerous secta, 

30. The Persians were forsaken of their god, and 
dispersed. So were the Jews. Great promises to 
the contrary were made to both. 

There are many additional striking resemblances 
between the religion of Zoroaster and that of Moses. 
They shall be pointed out if you desire it. Zoroas- 
trinism is undoubtedly older than Judaism. 


Buddha and Jesus—Buddhiem and Christianity— 
characteristics in common : 

1. Both miraculously begotten, and a virgin for a 
mother. 

2, Both claimed to be of royal blood. 

3. Both lived lives of great self-denial. 

4, Both had a band of disciples whom they 
taught. : EE 

5. Both taught orally ; neither wrote. 

6. Both claimed to have performed miracles. 

7. Much that is mythical in the story of each. 


8. The doctrines of each spread rapidly and widely; 


In closing thie reply 1 will briefly continue to| Buddha’s most so. 


10. Both have tended to improve the morals; 
Buddha the most so. ; 
11. Both enjoined works of self-denial and abne- 
gation. 
12. Both lived celibate lives and enjoined the 
same. 
13. Both enjoined non-resistance; and the returning . 
of good for evil. : 
14. Both systems have monasteries and monks. 
15. Both have nunneries and nuns. i 
16. Both have images of virgin and child. 
17. Both revere the cross as a symbol. 
18. Both bave confession of sins. 
19. Both use the miter in priestly paraphernalia 
20. Both have the dalmatica and cape. > 
21. Both use psalmody and double choirs. 
29. Both believe in devils and evil spirits.. 
23. Both believe in the power of exorcising evil 
&pirits. 
24. Both have the censer with five chains. 
25. Both inculeate their doctrines in regular ser- 
mons. 
26. 
27. 
.28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
84. 


Both use benedictions. 
Both use chaplets in religious ceremonies. 
Both practice and enjoin prayer. 
Both worship departed saints. 
Both have images representing saints. 
Both enjoin fasting to secure God's favor. 
Both have religious processions. 
Both use litanies in worship. 
Both think much of holy water. 

85. Both believe in incarnation. . 

36. Both believe in God and earthly females be- 
getting a hybrid offspring. 

37. Both believe in expiation and atonement, 

38. Both believe in a future life. ANS 

39. Both believe the righteous will be saved and . 
the wicked lost. 

40. Both use altars and temples. 

41. Both believe in holy pilgrimages. 

42. Both believe in supernaturalism and mir- 
acles. 

43. Both believed the founders of their systems 
to be divine. 

44. Both teach love to enemies. 

45. Both think more of the future life than the 
present. : 

46. Both encouraged poverty and mendicancy. 
. Both claimed great love and charity for man- 


48. Both greatly exalted humility. 
49. Both denounce nature and teach its subjec- 


50, Both claim their religious systems to be the 
most divine and perfect in existence. 

Buddhism is more tban five centuriee older than 
Christianity, and could not well be a counterfeit of 
the latter. P 


What Judaism may have borrowed from ihe 
Egyptians : ] 
1. Circumcision. The Egyptians used it long 
2. A hereditary priesthood. 
. The phrase “I am that I am.” 
. Linen dress for the priests. 
. The carrying of the sacred ark on poles. 
. Tabernacles and temples to worship in. 
. Inner temples, or holy of holies. 
. Cherubim with extended wings. 
9. The Urim and Thummim, rymbolical of priest- 
ly jewels: 
10. Branched candlesticks in places of worship. 
11. Animal sacrifice to appease God. 
12, The use of the scapegoat. 
. Theocracy or priestly rule. 
. Prayer and humiliation before God. 
. 'The monotheistic theory. 
. Belief in prophecy. 
. Rites-of purification. 
. Necessity of a holy life and moral conduct. 
. Kings subservient to priests and prophets. 
. The use of musical instruments in worship. 


What Christianity may have borrowed from the. 
Egyptians : 

1. Belief in a son of God being a Savior. 

2. Belief in the Virgin and Child. 

3. The idea that a God can suffer death. 

4, The doctrine of the atonement. 

5. The doctrine of the trinity. 

6. The government of a personal deity. . 

7. The necessity of a mediator to insure divine 
clemency. à 

8. The belief that one member of the trinity must 
suffer to appease the anger of another member. 

9. The idea of demigods, half god, half man. 

10. 'l'he eross as a religious symbol. 

11. Belief in a future life. 

12. Belief in the judgment of the dead after 
death. 

18. God and the devil antagonistic. 

14. Belief in.angels and demons. 

15. Belief in a local heaven and hell, . 

16. Belief in the resurrection of the body, 


show that Christianity has borrowed from the sys-| 9, Both systems have heen embraced by millions; 


17. Observance of the Christmas festival, 
tems of religion that are much older, by showing | Buddha's far the most, Í 


[Continued on page 590.) mo 
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Communications. 
** Chatter." 


To THE EDITOR or Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: An old 
proverb says, '' Politics is a dirty mud puddle, and he who 
dabble init will get his garments soiled.” Still, a citizen 
cannot divest himself of the responsibility that attaches to 
the right of choosing those who shall make and administer 

. the Jaws. And if ne be a man who cares whether truth 
and justice or falsehood and tyranny rule, he cannot but 
be interested in so vital a matter as the. choice of a chief 
magistrate of the nation. 

Now that another political crisis ig upon us, every philan- 
thropist feels that he ought to do something, but what to 
do? ‘Aye, there's the rub.” Brothers Bennett, W ake- 
man, Ingersoll, Green, Truesdell, Walker, Leland, et al., 
hav spoken, each, no doubt, intent on pointing out tne best 
‘thing to do under the circumstancer, more specifically what 
a Liberal had better do with his vote ia the coming struggle. 

Having.retired disgusted from the political arena, I nad 
thought to pass quietly through the troublous times ahead 
without getting my teathers ruffled. But like an old war 
horse at the first toot of the bugle, I find myself prancing to 
the front. What ia that note of alarm? It is tne proposi- 

. tion to turn the Liberals over, soul and body, to the De- 
moeracy. * i ; 

With all due deference to the opinions of such able, 
clear-headed, and good men as yourself, Wakeman, and 
Leland, I must dissent from your views, and desire you to 
consider what that step implies. You say : *' The Repub- 
lican party has trampled upon tne liberties guaranteed to us 
in the Oonstitution. Let us join the Democratic party in 
restoring to us those sacrea treasures.” Mr. Wakeman 
says: ' After the Congress another convention of the 
National Liberal party should be held, and a reaoiu- 
tion passed to support Hancock and English, . From 
their [the Democrats’] platform and history we may expect 
that they hav returned to the traditions of Jefferson and real 
Democratic Republicanism.” And even Mr. Leland says, 

*' Just giv them the chance of one Congress to do something.” 

Now, suppose tna all you say of the Republican pariy is 
‘true, and 1 confess that your scathing arraignment 18 a just 
‘one; how are you going to better it by voting the Democratic 
ticket, and putting the Democracy in power ? 

We profess a love ot justice, truth, liberty, and human- 
ity. lt we wish to see these principles carried out we should 
ally ourselvs (if at all) with those who practice them. Is 
the Demoeratic party such a one? Let us see. 

The Democracy adopted, defended, extended, and tried 
to perpetuate that “sum oL all villainies," human slavery, 
and when they failed in having the '' divine institution pro- 
tected wherever the flag of the Union floats," they, with 
Xiendish malignity, tried to destroy the life of the nation 
itself, Every man that took advantage of his position as 
*'master" to debauch, innocence was a Democrat, Every 
man that sold his own flesh and blood was a Demucrat. 
Every man that stole the tabor of another in order to liv in 
idleness was a Democrat. Every maa that trained a blood- 
hound to track fugitivs from a hving death wasa Democrat. 
Every man that fired on the old fiag because it would not 
be responsible for his iniquity was a Democrat. Every man 
that shot the defenders o: that flag was a Democrat. Every 
man that starved Union soldiers to deatn was a Demccrai. 
The man that peudied smallpox and yellow fever was a 
Demoerat. The man that shos the best president that ever 
aved was a Democrat. Every man that inwardly rejoiced 
at that assassination was a Democrat. Every man that 
murderea citizens of the United States ior voting the 

Republican ticket was a Demoerat. Every man—but why 
continue the cat?jog ? No crime has been so dark, deep, 
and damning tbat it could not find a special champion in 
the Democracy, * On, that was our misguided Southern 
brethren,” pays one. Ah, wasit? Were Northern Demo- 
crate any wetter ? It would require 


" A demijohn of gall. 
A cane reed split with a broudax, 
A sheet of paper large as Congress Hall, 
And vigorous nerves us tough as cobbier’s wax” 


to enumerate their eins. I will just sum them up as follows: 
"They possessed all the mean qualities of tne Southern rebels, 
without any of thsir redeeming traits. 

How about the Union Democrats? Well, all general 
rules must hav exceptions, and I suppose tuey were the 
exception, But the Democracy as a party never nad but one 
principle, and that appears to be “ persistent.” Here it is, 
Office for the ake of the spoils, Ít was never known to 
hold, advocate, practice, or defend any of the principles we 
hold so dear. 4 ] i 
v. Yet, Bro. Leland says, ‘‘Let us just giv them a chance to do 
‘something.” Suppose we did, waat would they be likely to 
do? Do men gather figs from thistles? Wullan old dog 
learn new tricks? Can the Democratic tortoise cast its 
shell? Who is go childlike and bland as to believe it ? 

But Mr. Wakeman says, ‘' We may expect that they hav 
returned to the traditions of Jefferson.” Indeed! It seems 
to me that no expectation could be more unfounded. The 
Republican party has undoubtedly forfeited our respect and 
esteem, and we may hav nothing but a feeling of contempt 
for King Log, but is it the part of wisdom io precipitate 
ourselvs into the gullet of King Stork ? 

As to the candiuates, there is not much to choose between 
them.  Garfleld represents Comstock, and Hancock the 
“lost cause.” ae : 

Oh yes, "that plank” in the Demoeratic platform, put in 
to catch Liberal gudgeons. Who ever heard of a promis 
(especially a Democratic one) made before election redeemed 
after? If any gentleman knows of just one little promis let 
him step to the front. Fame awaits him. ene 

1 now expect to see some Liberal brother rise in his place 

nd explain to me that ‘the bloody shirt issue is dead.” 

ery well; let that obliging friend bring with him a genuin 
* repentant rebel,” and 1 stand correcteu. Principles never 
die, and if we hav any they are worth voting for. 

Let us not vote with people who do not represent us or 
our principles, but nominate a man of our own and vote like 
men. 

Now, when '' Tee Cee Lee” comes to use his scalpel on 
me [ trust he will recollect that Í but acted on his aavice— 
* Now let the chatier go on." HARRY HOOVER. 

Zanesville, O., July 26, 1880. 
= REMARKS BY T. C. L, 

Since our stalwart Harry invokes my ''scalpel," let me 
Ware the weak places, and jet bim submit bravely and witb- 
eut chloroform to tue operation. I will be as tender and 
good natured as poasible. 
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I did say, ‘‘ Let the chatter go on,” but I little thought I 
should catch him, a veteran Freethinker, in my chatter-box. 
“Having retired disgusted from the political arena,” he 
seems to hav lost therun of the political cards, ‘‘ Retired,” 
and especially * disgusted,” politicians are hardly up to all 
the issues that are vital to-day. The old war horse who vol- 
unteered out of the pasture, Harry will remember, was not 
admitted into the new cavalry, marching under modern 
orders and improved tactics. His intentions were good, his 
suggestions were humored, his heroic past was venerated, 
but, in the tenderest manner possible, he was led back to 
the pasture all the same. f 

Harry’s ‘‘note of alarm "is just such a toot as a super- 
annuated cavalry steed would be very likely to imagin he 
could hear. ‘‘It is the proposition to turn the Liberals over, 
soul and body, to the Democracy !” No wonder he cleared 
the fence and said, ** Neigh” to a proposition like that ! But 
there must hav been criss-cross echoes, and undulations of 
extra reverberatory power in that pasture, confusing to the 
ear of our veteran steed, What the bugle really tooted was, 
Turn the great body of activ, working, conscience Liberals 
over to the project of using the Democracy for the one elec- 
tion which takes place in this one year of grace, 1880, to 
drive the Republicans out of power, The ‘‘sowl,” dear 
Harry, goes marching on. 

There is & celebrated metrical affirmation, 

"He who fights and runs away 

May liv to fight another day.” 
That sentiment has always been quoted as a sarcasm, but 
really there is right-down policy and profound science in it. 
Suppose the Liberals had half a million ballots to cast! 
Why isn’t it practicable and possible for them in their com- 
pacted, organized, Leagued capacity to march up to the 
polls alongside of another independent organized body and 
fire their ballots (bullets, spelled with an @) into the ranks 
of the common enemy ; and, having done so, retire from 
the field, open new negotiations with both ally and enemy, 
and prepare to fight either or both together *' another day." 
What’s to “hender?” Do please tell us, Harry. This is 
very far from *' turning the Liberals over, soul and body, to 
the Democracy." Is there real'y nothing new in the applied 
science of politics ? Does the ring machine know it all ? Is 
there no true art of political engineering, no scientific long. 
headed calculation and adaptation of political ends, no new 
tactics, no improved diplomacy ? If there really is nothing 
but goat-headed butting of your own individual sconce into 
your own old played-out party, with nothing but the musty 
remains of an ancient record, discounted and drawn to the 
last pennyworth long ago, to go upor, with the sole and 
only hope of *' reforming it from the inside,” there ig small 
outlook for any Freethinker in the United States. One 
might as well say ‘' die,” and make his peace with Joe Cook 
and Comstock at once. 

But Harry, after confessing that our ‘‘scathing ar- 
raignment of the Republican party is a just one,” asks, 
“ How are you going to better it by voting the Democratic 
ticket ?" Well, for one thing, we better it by turning the 
blarsted Republicans out of power as coming under the con- 
demnation of those culpables—'' Ye knew your duty, but 
ye did it not.” Retribution for an evil work is among the 
eternal veracities, and when it follows immediately, catch- 
ing the flagrants in the very act, it affords a glowing satisfac- 
tion to the victor. 

Then next, if we put the Democracy in power, we are 
** going to better it" by demanding that they carry out their 
platform to our satisfaction. If they do not do it, then, at 
the very next election, we will come that same retribution 
on thdm, and enjoy another time of feeling good over the 
discomfiture of ingrates in whom we had confided. And 
80 we will keep doing till all parties find out that no party 
can stay in the administration of the government till they 
comply with the letter and spirit of the Constitution of the 
United States made and provided for the total separation of 
church and state. i 

Now I could add several dark shadings of black to the 
dark picture Harry draws of what ‘‘every man” did and 
“was a Democrat" twenty years ago, and then I would 
hav the right to draw, as I did last week, a comparison 
picture of what ‘‘every man" is doing now, to-day, not 
twenty years ago, and is a Republican. Shall we allow 
every man who is a Republican to keep his foot on our 
necks, and willyou, & Freethinker and a Liberal, vote to 
help him do it, this year when we hava chance to overthrow 
him, and liberate ourselvs—shall we allow this to-day just 
because every man was a bloody Democrat twenty years 
ago? O Harry! Harry! your logic must hav lost a leg in 


| the war twenty years ago. It limps distressedly. Besides, 


of those Democrats twenty years ago some millions are 
dead, and other millions younger, more progressiv, not so 
bloody Democrats, are born into the party instead. Time 
works wenders, and every year settles the hash of many of 
the remaining Bourbon, slavery-defending Democrats. 
Curiously enougb, just what Harry says of the Democ- 
racy is precisely true of the church before the war—the 
church which now makes up the main body of the Repub- 
lican party. The church ‘adopted, defended, extended, 
and tried to perpetuate that ‘sum of all villainies,’ human 
slavery, and when they failed in having the divine institu- 
tion protected wherever the flag floate, they, with fiendish 
malignity " captured the; Republican party and ‘‘tried to 
destroy" the free intellectual ‘‘ life of the nation itself." 
And Harry is a willing captiv and will vote for a continu- 
ance of the captivity! It is the mere politician's, spoils- 
man's * note of alarm” that the old war horse hearr, and, 
dear old veteran in the cavalry of every reform as he long 
has been, yet now pricking up his ears at the wheezes of a 
trumpet so brezon as that, he mistakes it for a bugle call to 
arms in the battle of freedom. Verily, verily, ** Old Hoss!” 


A “Seratcher” on Politics. 


To THE EDITOR OF Tug TRUTH BSEEEER, Sir: Since the 
Credit Mobilier, salary grab, and whiskey ring scandals, 
and the Force bill the beautiful workings of which I had 
occasion to observe in Southern. states, drove me from the 
Republican party, I hav generally acted with a party that 
has no headquarters, no literary bureaus, no congressional 
committee, no torchlight processions nor stump speakers; 
Calls no conventions, nominates no candidates, enacts no 
“voluntary " contributions, does no pipe-laying, wire-pull- 
ing, nor ballot-box-stufüpg, but is nevertheless out in full 
force on election day, and brings every mother’s son of 
them to the polls—I mean the Independent Scratchers, The 
managers of both political parties know us quite well, and. 
hate to see us moving upto the polls with that dreadful 
little stub of a pencil in our hands, which, with one fell 
stroke, makes i : 


" The best laid plans of mice and men 
Gang aft aglee"— 


lays over caucuses, and smashes political slates. 

It is as an Independent, then, that I hav examined the 
four tickets now in the field, and as an Independent speak. 
Further than that, I am interested in good government, and 
never confound independence with neutrality. I care not a 
rush for either of these parties, as my private interests are 
not influenced by the success or defeat of any one of them. 
I am not a politician, do not run for office, nor, as far as I 
know, hav I any particular friends running for any. 

To vote for Neal Dow and the Prohibitionists is clearly 
out of the question for one who believes in personal liberty 
and is opposed to coercion. ‘The cause of true temperance 
is dear to every Liberal, but prohibition is not. temperance, 
and the records nowhere show that it has aided or promoted 
true temperance in any Way. On the contrary, it has turned 
men into hypocrits by assuming a Pharisaical and tyranni- 
cal control over men’s tastes and appetites, which never yet 
hav been, nor ever can be, controled by legal enactments. 
As for myself, I believe in and practice moderation in every- 
thing, but I deny the right of any one to defend me from 
drinking a glass of wine, beer, or whisky where I please and - 
when I please. Sumptuary laws are a relic of the dark and 
barbarous past. 

To vote for James B. Weaver and the Greenback party is 
equally impossible for one who does not believe in a corn- 
cob currency interconvertible with cornstalks; or, to drop 
metaphor, does not approve Of financial vagaries and follies 
that hav been exploded a hundred times, as often reap- 
peared, and been cried up as something new under the sun 
by their holders. The ''fiat," or irredeemable paper money, 
as Thomas Benton has well said, ‘‘isthe greatest curse to 
the laboring man,” Wherever the ‘‘ fiat” scheme has been 
fairly tried it has ended by entailing ruin and disaster upon 
the people. I need only recall the French assignats, the 
Continental paper currency, the Austrian and Russian 
paper money issuer, and still more ancient attempts to raise 
one’s self over the tence by means of one’s own suspenders 
or bootstraps, 

The American people hav too much good, solid, common 
sense to re-open the financial question, which has been set- 
tled in half a dozen square fights, much to the disgust of the 
Democratic party, which in some states forsook its old and 
tried convictions on the subject of finance, entangled itself 
with these financial crotchets, and got soundly trounced for 
its pains. Take those three Greenback leaders, De La 
Matyr, Gillette, and Weaver, who secured seats, but, alas! 
very little recognition in this Congress. How did they do 
so? They managed to squeeze in, not because the people 
in their respectiv districta were so much in love with their 
financial theories, but because they were tired of Republi- 
can rule and because the Democrats, despairing of electing 
a candidate of their own, to borrow a Kearneyism, ** pooled 
their issues " with these men and gave them their support 
at the polls. De La Matyr cannot be re-elected, for the 
Indianapolis Democrats hav put up a candidate of their 
own, Hon, Cass Byfield, and will no longer play tail to this 
blatant Methodist parson's kite. Gillette will not be re- 
elected in the Des Moines (Iowa) district, but make room 
for Hon. John M. Kasson; and no Greenbacker will suc- 
ceed Weaver in his district, because the Democrats will not 
be made a cat's-paw again to rake political chestnuts out of 
the fire for that rabid '' blue light” and bigot. These three 
meteors of the ‘‘ fiat? constellation will be extinguished this 
fall, with nothing but the smell of tallow dips remaining, 
"Tis a consummation devoutly to be wished! I do not say, 
remember, that the masses who vote the Greenback ticket 
are not sincere in their convictions, nor honest in their pur- 
poses, nor deficient in any of those qualities which go to 
make good and patriotic citizens. But whatthen? So are 
the masses who vote the Republican or Democratic ticket. 
But to speak of the Greenback leaders as pre-eminently 
virtuous, patriotic, and honest, made of different material, 
as it were, from that of the Jeaders of the two great political 
parties, makes me smile. Who are the generality of these 
lofty paragons? Former Democratic and Hepublican poli- 
ticians, wire-pullers, party-hacks, office-seekers, whose greed 
for fat berths could not be allayed within their respectiv 
parties, and who hoped, on the wave of demagogism, alias 
the Ohio idea, alias Greenbackery, which swept over this 
country a few years ago, to ride into power. A few good 
crops, the triumph of resumption, and the balance of trade 
in our favor has silenced the cry for more money, has left 
this gentry hopelessly tangled in their logic and stranded 
on the banks of the political Styx, where the undertow will 
reach out for and claim them as its own in November, 

There remain, then, the two larger partiee, one of which 
is absolutely certain to administer the affairs of this country 
for the next four years, to decide between. Having read 
both platformer, and examined the records of the four can- 


I fear you will hav to go to grass forthe rest of this cam- j didates, together with their several letters of acceptance, I 


paign. 


unhesitatingly declare—and shal] work and vote—for Han- 


Wien TINTA NS CIT 


` are, then, on the same plane. 
. was twenty years ago, and the other ata still more remote 


"*woters of this year. 
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cock and English. I do this as a Liberal and an Independ- 
ent, and for the following reasons : E 

1. I believe in discussing live, not dead, issues. If the 
Republican party at its birth and during its early career, 
when it was led by such men as Lincoln, Chase, Sumner, 
Trumbull, Stalio, and others, was the party of Liberty and 
great moral ideas, and enlisted the sympathies, the heart and 
brain, of every intelligent, liberty-loving citizen, it was not 
such when it robbed the wards of the nation by means of 
the Freedmen’s Bureau, when it inaugurated a system of 
* Christian statesmanship " which inundated this country 
with the whisky ring, the District of Columbia ring, the 
New York Custom House ring, the post-tradership ring, the 
Credit Mobilier and salary grab, the safe burglary, and kin- 
dred abominations. It was not such when it instituted 
carpet-bag rule, pocketed foreign insults te our flag on the 
high seas, drove American vessels from the ocean, impov- 
erished the horny-handed farmers of the West for the benefit 
of a few human sharks, by means of a protectiv tariff, and 
the wholesale squandering of the public domain to bloated, 
grinding monopolies ; when it stole the presidency in 1876, 
depriving a majority of over a quarter of a million of voters 
of their rights, and last but not least, when it imprisoned 
and fined an editor for sending a foolish but harmless pam- 
phlet through the mail; and when it is now, as it has been 
since 1860, controled by the Young Men's Christian Aasocia- 
tion and the Protestant hierarchy, which dictates its enact- 
ments and attempts to mutilate the Constitution by forcing 
its Jew God upon it. : 

If the Democratic party went out of power with the stench 
and rottenness of corruption clinging to its garments; if 
that party held twenty years ago tenets that were repulsiv 
to every liberty-loving, right-thinking man, it is equally true 
that in its earlier days it was pure, grand, and. patriotic. 
It should not be forgotten that it it was that extended our 
territory, filled the oceans with vessels bearing the Stars and 
Striper, and that ‘‘brooked the eternal devil” before it 
allowed an American citizen, or even one who, like Kos- 
suth, desired to become one, to be molested. : 

The two parties, so far as their past history is concerned, 
'The question is not what one 


time, but what are the positions taken by the two parties on 
the liviug issues of to-day ? 

2, In examining the relativ positions of the two political 
parties, let me say right here that according to the most 
reliable information I could obtain, the war of the Rebell- 
ion closed fifteen years ago. Incredible as it may appear, 
this fact does not seem to be generally known, even among 
some Liberale, or they would be ashamed to prate about 
and harp on fifteen or twenty years ago, what was then 
said, held, done, and believed in, Since that time a new 
generation has sprung up, and the boys of 1860 are the 
They may.even listen with glowing 
hearts to the tales of valor performed by older brothers and 
their fathers, and thank them for their deeds of patriotism 
in crushing out the hydra of rebellion, but they cannot feel 
the spirit of enmity and contention that actuated and nerved 
the latter to the conflict, and which spirit, indeed, died out, 
with the fighting portion of the loyal to the Union at least, 
after Lee's surrender. The.times of the Capulets and Mon- 
techis and the Sicilian vendetta are past and not adapted to 
our clime; the “bloody shirt" is definitly played out as a 
factor in politics. The man who waves it now is not a 
patriotic American citizen, and ought to be marked. The 
non-combatants, stay-at-homes, and chanoins of both sec- 
tions must become reconciled, or we will tie them in a 
bundle, with the editors of the Okolona (Miss.) States and 
the Lemars (Iowa) Sentinel, and dump them in the Bosporus. 
The young men of the North hav no enmity against the 
young men of the South. No, we feel that we are brothers, 
sons of a common united country, with one flag over us all, 
and the future i8 ours. 

I oppose the Republican party because it has become the 
servil tool of monopolies ; because it has crippled our ship- 
building, made our navy the laughing-stock of maritim na- 
tions, being inferior to that of even third class powers ; 
because it affords no protection to national citizens abroad 
or on the high seas; because it has made civil service 
reform a farce ; because it enriches a few Hastern manufac- 
turers at the expense and to the detriment of the agricultu- 
ral classes of the West; because it tends to centralization 
and imperialism, disguised under the thin varnish of a 
“ strong government” and the ad captandum vulgus shibbo- 
Jeth of a Nation with a capital N ; because every former 
Know Nothing belongs to it ; because it is controled by the 
Protestant church ; because it is opposed to liberty of con- 
science, speech, and prese, as exemplified in the unjust im- 
prisonment of an Infidel editor ; because it stole the presi- 
dency in 1876, making a “fraud first triumphant in Ameri- 
can history ;" because it is sectional, arrogant, and utterly 
corrupt. 

Ishall support the Democratic party for the nonce, be- 
cause it can do no worse. and I am in hopes will do better. 
I want achange. The Democratic party, having been out 
of power for so long, has no pet monopolies to provide for ; 
from its former history we are entitled to hope that it will 
send our vessels again to every part of the globe, and that it 
will not with impunity let a Spanish butcher, Buriel, mas- 
sacre American citizens without demanding and obtaining 
bloody satisfaction ; that it will release American citizens, 
lying in foreign dungeons, at the mouth of the cannon, 
with the Stars and Stripes uailed to the masthead, as in 
Decatur’s time, instead of having a Hamilton Fish begging 
them free for the grace of God. {support the Democratic 
party because it cannot establish a worse civil service than 
now obtains, but, on the contrary, has alreedy retrenched 
the expenses of government, because it is unequivocally 
pledged to free trade, because while a portion of its adher- 
ents are Catholics it ig not true that the party is controled 


(owned body and soul like the Republican party is by 
Methodism, the Y. M. C. A., and God-in-the-Constitution 
bigots) by the Roman church, or such men as George W. 
Julian, Judge J. B. Stallo, Judge George Hoadley, and hun- 
dreds of others, Freethinkers all of them, would not be 
found countenancing or giving it their cordial support ; be- 
cause its platform is as sound on the financial and educe- 
tional question as the Republican, and manlier, bolder, and 
more pronounced on the subject of separation of church and 
state; because it has opposed Know Nothingism, favored 
personal liberty, and been a true friend to the emigrant 
seeking an asylum on our hospitable shore ; because it 
opposes centralization and imperialism ; because it suffered 
a great wrong rather than plunge the country into civil 
war; because it is opposed to bringing honest white labor 
in competition with Mongolian helotism ; because its young 
and progressiv men hav come forward, and the Bourbons 
and Mossbacks hav been crowded to the rear ; because under 
their lead it has aceepted the issues settled by the war of the 
Rebellion ; because it is not sectional. 


' That is the difference between the two parties, as I see it, 
and thus must I piece it out. On the one side a party with 
a splendid record, utterly rotten and corrupt; on the other 
a party with an equally brilliant record, but obscured and 
stained with blotches, yet returning penitent after twenty 
years of exile and two decades of sackcloth and ashes. For 
my part, I would rather trust the man whom I knew twenty 
years ago to hav served aterm in the penitentiary for a 
criminal offense than the thief whose hand is in my till at 
this moment. I fee) less bitter against the man who did me 
an injury many years ago than I do against the villain that 
has me by the throat now, and more than the former am I 
inclined to kick the latter under the belt. 

8. The candidates are the embodiments of the principles 
of the two parties. I oppose Garfield because, though he 
was a brave soldier during the war of the Rebellion, he left 
his command to electioneer for a political office; because he 
accepted a $5,000 bribe a8 Chairman of the Appropriation 
Committee, as I consider it, or a $5,000 fee as a lawyer be- 
fore a committee of which he was a member and which had 
to pass on the merits of a scheme, in favor of which he ap- 
peared before himself as a lawyer and prepared a brief that 
was never read, nowhere filed, seed by nobody, as his 
friends will put it; because he was mixed up in the Credit 
Mobilier business and voted for the salary grab ; because 
he helped steal the presidency for Hayes; because his course 
was ever à vacillating one; because I believe him treacher- 
ous to his friends, as shown in his nominating speech of 
Sherman, which, according to Ingersoll (if f mistake not), 
consisted of *‘ two words for Garfield to one for Sherman;” 
because all the pious cusses hailed his nomination with 
hosannas and are for him ; because I am tired of continu- 
ing the Ohio regency aud the psalm-singing and tract-snuf- 
fling at the White House. 

Iam for Hancock because he was a gallant soldier; be- 
cause he placed the civil law above the military; because 
his life and record are spotless and no taint attaches thereto; 
because he holds public office to be a trust, not a bounty; is 
not the man to be controled by politicians, or to let them 
parcel out the spoils, as Garfield, in hia letter of acceptance, 
hints, to appease Messrs. Logan, Cameron, Conkling & 
Co.; because he is not a church. member; because there is 
no danger of his allowing the fruits of the war to be jeop- 
ardized or impaired; and because it is perfectly safe to in- 
trust the government to him who has done so much to pre- 
serve it, 

I oppose Arthur, because he is a ring politician, and used 
a great office as an engine of oppression and for corrupt 
political purposes, so that even the present hypocritical, 
canting, fraudulent administration felt constrained to re- 
move him. And I support William H. English because he 
has always been loyal to the Union; because he has fought 
Know Nothingism to the bitter end ; because he is of the 
people, truly a self-made man, and a square man. 

These, then, are my reasons for supporting Hancock and 
English and favoring a temporary retutn of the Democratic 
party to power. I should be pleased to hav the majority of 
our Liberals think well of them. If the Liberals vote in a 
body for Hancock, and thus make his election sure, they 
will be in position to demand that the Democratic promises 
in regard to questions which we deem essential and which 
are dear tc us be carried out. If that party refuses to do 
80, there rests upon us no moral obligation to continue our 
support. At the very next election we can vote the Re- 
publican ticket again and dispossess those whom our votes 
had elevated, but who proved recreant to the trust confided 
to them. I, for one, shall be as willing and pledge myself 
to plead as earnestly for a return of the Republicans to 
power then as I now plead for a changé. Let us hava 
change! CHARLES J, HERB2LD. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, July 3, 1880. 
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Those Posters. 

To TRE EDITOR or Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: My friend 
H. L. Green informs me that he has bad printed a large 
poster 38 by 48 inches, in red and blue ink, giving notice of 
the Conventioa to be held at Hornellsville, and the names 


of speakers, railroad rates, etc., which he designs for use! 


throughout the country. Iwrite to urge our Liberal friends 


to sustain him and the cause by ordering a few copies to hav | 


posted in conspicuous places. "These are just the thing to 
giv notice of the Hornellsville meeting. If brother Green 
geta them up, let us post them up. W. 8. BELL. 


LrsERALS who propose atteading the Freethinkers’ Con- 
vention will be pleased to learn that T. B. Wakeman has 
promised to be present at Hornellsville and deliver a *'lay 
sermon " on ** The Church of the World." 


Political. 


To THE Eprror or Tue TauTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav been 
amused and interested, but not much instructed, by the re- 
marks of Tug Truru BERKER, and the letters of corre- 
spondents, on the political question. Now I would like to 
bet $2.50 that no man fully understands the situation or 
knows just what party would serve the country best in its 
present condition. My individual preference is for Weaver, 
because he represents principles which I consider more 
nationalin character than those for which either of the 
other candidates stands. In fact, about the only difference 
noticeable in the Democratic and Republican platforms is 
that the former speaks of the traditions of its party and re- 
iterates the cry of fraud, while the latter stands by its party 
record in its entirety. Now I happen to know of the Dem- 
ocratic party thatits chief ‘tradition ” is that a black man 
has no rights which a white man is bound to respect, and 


that ought to be enough fora man who is trying to stand by ` 


the Golden Rule of Confucius and Jesus to know of a party 
to insure his opposition. 

As for the Republican party, the way it sat down on 
Horace Greeley and Charles Sumner, and indeed on every 


one who was nota bitter partisan, and its long line of in- ' 


iquities since 1872, hav satisfied me of its utter unfitness 
longer to control the affairs of this nation, With these feel- 
ings, of course, I am in a condition of political orphanage 
as regards the two old parties, and must vote with the new. 
True, as you hav said, we are going to be left, and may not 
get an electoral vote, and this I should consider a good 
reason for voting with the party which the judgment of 
each individual tells him wil] be most likely to giv the coun- 
try a fair and able administration. 

I consider the point made by D. R. Sparks, in a late 
number of your paper, that while you may be able to sell 
out the Liberals to the Democracy, yow never can deliver 
them, to be well taken. 

The Democratic party, as I understand its position, has 
no great rallying cry except ‘‘ opposition to central‘zation,” 
and while that sounds well, and might mean great good to 
all the people, yet, in the light of the history of that party, 
I hav no doubt the real animus of the pretense is a chronic 
desire to oust the black race and all white men who favor 
giving them equal rights before the law and seeing that 
those rights are maintained. The nation ought to do this, 
and rather than ignore the obligation, I should favor spell- 
ing nation with abig N, and bouncing the entire South with 
a big B. s 

If a foreign power fires on an American vessel, though 
only tor the purpose of insulting the flag, we are ali ia arms 
at once without distinction of sex, color, or previous condi» 
tion of servitude; but if a ''d——-d nigger” is killed for 
trying to vote for the party that raised him from a chattel 
to the plane of manhood, that is a very small affir in the 
estimation of many men who would like to be considered 
** statesmen.” 

Now it occurs to me that the constitutional guarantee of a 
Republican form of government, to every state in this 
Union, means that every man (and it should include every 
woman under the same general conditions) should vote just 
as he pleases; and at the risk of being thought extreme, 
I will say that rather than see the most ignorant negro in 
all the South with the longest heel and the lowest forehead 
deprived by force or intimidation of his constitutional right 
to vote any ticket he may choose, I would hav the entire 
land forces of the United States, and ag much of the navy 
as the geography of the position would allow, hurled upon 
that precinct and kept there till that vote was put in and 
counted, and then the soldiers could come home and vote in 
peace—for Hancock, if they wished. We can’t help being 
sensitiv when mistreated by outside powers, but it isa good 
deal more important that we be sensitiv and just among 
ourselvs. Truly yours, R. P. Lewis. 


REPLY.—We wish to inform our heated friend that no 
Liberal that we know of, and certainly not the editor of this 
paper, ever thought, or proposed, or wanted to propose, 
to sell anybody’s vote. As for the outrages upon the 
negroes over which our friend waxes so wrathy, we opine 
that the most of them are manufactured in the cffces of 
New York daily newspapers, or by special correspondents 
sent down South for that purpose. What genum ones 
there are, if there are any genuin ones, are fully offset by 
the disfranchisement and arrest of a thousand or more Irish- 
men in this city by Johnny Davenport, United States Mar- 
shal, who, by the bye, has, contrary to law, been furnished 
by United States officials with the census returns of this 
city to use for that purpose next November. Friend Lewis 
can vote justas he pleases. We giv him opportunity to 
express his opinions in these columns, end why should not 
the editor hav the same privilege? It would be just as fair 
to accuse him of trying to sell the Liberal vote to the Green- 
backers ag it is to accuse usof trying to sell it to the Demo- 
Crats. Our vote is not for sale, and we hope Mr. Lewis's is 
not. —Epr. T. 8. 


e 


Onx thing is certain, where a man does not take even one 
Libersl paper he cannot be expected to be an efficient 
worker. He does not know what is goivg on in the world 
of advanced thought. The popular press will not tell him. 
, If each man and woman in this land who does not accept 
the commonly received views concerning religion and the 
rights and duties of life would take and pay for just one 
Liberal paper, we should soon witness such a stampede from 
the churches, such & repudiation of the religion of unnat 
uralism, as would astonish even the most sanguin of us. 

E. C WALKER. 


—————— 9 M9 ——— — —— 
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i BonR eyes often result from arsenical poison in the wall- 
. paper of our houses, 


(Continued. from page 517.) 

18. Observance of Candlemas Day. 

19. Belief of Peter and the pope holding the 
* keys of heaven.” 

20. Holy pilgrimages. 

21. Marriage as à sacrament and the wedding 
ring. 
A Shaving of the priests’ heads. - 

23. Linen surplices worn by priests in religious 
services. 

24, The doctrine of asceticism. 

25. Superior knowledge of two worlds claimed by 
the priests. 


It cannot be denied that Egypt contributed its, 


share in making up the Christian system. 


"Parallelisms between Confucius and Jesus : 

1. Both were claimed to be of royal descent. 

2, Both were of poor parentage. 

3. Both possessed a sincere love of the human 
race.' 

4. Both traveled about teaching morality. 

5. Both had disciples and followers— Confucius 
the most. 

6. Both enjoined their disciples to be loving and 
brotherly. 

7, Both taught the Golden Mule. 

8. Both were despised by the proud and haughty. 

9. Both have been revered by admiring millions. 

10. Both have a great influence in the world. 

There are also a few points of difference between 
Confucius and Jesus, some of which may be named: 

1. Confucius married ; Jesus did not. 

2. Confucius was a father ; Jesus was not. 

3. Confucius began to preach at twenty ; Jesus 
at thirty. : 

4, Confucius taught fifty years; Jesus one or 
two. 

5. Confucius gave twenty times as many lessons 
as Jesus. - 
6. Confucius was educated ; Jesus was not. 

7. Confucius taught about the things of this life 
and to regard them ; Jesus to disregard. 

8. Confucius had little to say about a future 
world ; Jesus much. 

9. Confucius aimed to make mau happy here; 
Jesus hereafter. 

10. Confucius pronounced no curses ; Jesus did. 

11. Confucius said little about gods ; Jesus much 
of the Jewish God. 

19. Confucius had little belief in devils ; Jesus 
much. ; 

18. Confucius consigned none to hell ; Jesus did. 

14. Confucius showed little revenge; Jesus 
much. 

à 15. Confucius pronounced. no damnation ; Jesus 
id. 

16. Confucius did not let his anger rise ; Jesus 
did. 

17. Confucius told people to love their parents ; 
Jesus to hate them. ` 

18. Confucius“did not whip and scourge; Jesus 
did. | 

19. Confucius did not teach his disciples to steal ; 
Jesus did. 

20. Confucius did not make wine for drunken 
people; Jesus did. 

21. Confucius did not pluck people's corn with- 
out permission ; Jesus did. 

22. Confucius wrote many of his wise sayings; 
Jesus did not. 

23. Confucius was à practical man; Jesus was 
not. i 

24. Confucius did not claim to be a son of God ; 
Jesus did. 

25. Confucius made no pretense to miracles ; 
Jesus did. 

26. Confucius was no supernaturalist; Jesus 
‘was. : 

27. Confucius encouraged industry, agriculture, 
ete. ; Jesus did not. 

28. Confucius recommended marriage; Jesus did 
not. | 

29. Confucius did not incite persecution ; Jesus 
did. 

30. Confucius died a natural, honorable death ; 
Jesus did not. 

31. The religion of Confucius has had a peaceful 
effect ; Jesus's not. 

32. The followers of Confucius have not perse- 
cuted ; those of Jesus have, and more bitterly than 
any other people in the world. Christian nations 
have shed more blood than all the other religionists 
on the globe. Paganism has been peaceful; Juda- 
ism and Christianity warlike and bloody. Pagan- 
ism invented no Inquisitions, racks, pulleys, thumb- 
screws, and crushing iron boots ; Christianity has, 
and used them extensively, relentlessly, and merci- 
lessly. 

I will not take the space now to trace the parallel- 
jsms between Christianity and the religions of Chal- 
dea, Assyria, Phænicia, Greece, Rome, Gaul, Scan- 
dinavia, and ancient Germany. Should I do so, 
many points of resemblance could be found ; but it 
would doubtless seem like repetition to name them. 
One thing, at all events, ig very clear—all the mate- 
rial that was needed to get up the Christian religion 


The Tth Seeker, August 14, 1880. 


| was already in the world. They had nothing to 
‘invent save its modes and apparatus for persecu- 
tion ; everything else was furnished to hand. 
You may be able to see the great wrong in Brah- 
 manism, Buddhism, Zoroastrinism, Egyptianism, 
Confucianism, and the other ancient isms in getting 
|up so many “counterfeits” of Christianity, and— 
‘the meanest of all—five hundred and one thousand 
years before Christianity existed. I cannot see it 
{in the same light, as the religious field was tolerably 
| clear over the world three thousand years ago, and 
the followers of Jesus had not taken out a patent 
for his being: God-begotten, virgin-born, wonder- 
working, humility-teaching, man-Joving, and all the 
rest of it. I recognize that the ancients had a right 
to exercise their pleasure in their religious notions 


painful reflection inevitably takes possession of my 
jmind—what a pity it is, after these other sys- 
tems of religion had been in successful operation 
for from five hundred years to fifteen hundred, and 
God and his Son took it into their heads to get up 
anew system of religion—one that would do far 
more than all the others for heaven, earth, and hell 
—that they should not have been able to devise 
some new kind, some untried notion, and not be 
compelled to follow in the footsteps of the despised 
pagans and gather up the old creedal garments cast 
away by them. If I must believe in the firm of 
God, Son & Co., I like to imagine that they have 
some originality and are not under the necessity of 
borrowing their ideas from their enemies. I like to 
entertain a higher opinion of them than that they 
were copying plagiarists, imitators, and. literary aud 
religious thieves. Ill confess to you, rather than 
think that of them, I come to the conclusion that 
they did not get up the Christian system ; that a 
fraud has been played upon the world in this re- 
spect ; that you and others are laboring under a 
great error, and that you need to have your eyes 
opened, that you may see things as they are and 
liave been. Let us hope that such a thick, opaque 
film of superstition and pious veneration has not so 
spread over them that ultimately it cannot be re- 
moved. I will pray for that result, remembering 
that Theodore Parker said, “Effort is the only 
prayer that amounts to anything.” 

Please pardon me for my great length; but you 
will not be troubled with me again till I return 
from Europe, some two months irom now. In the 
mean time you‘can use my columns in making such 
replies to what I have said as you see fit, and I can 
review you when I come back (if the waves don’t 
submerge me). 

I thank you for my good wishes in my behalf, 
and trust in my absence you may remain healthy, 


hopeful, and happy. 
lam, very respecifully yours, D. M. B. 


Off to Brussels. 


On Wednesday, the 4th iast., Mr. Bennett sailed by the 
steamer Gallia of the Cunard line for Liverpool, thence to 
proceed to Bru-sels to attend the Convention to be held 
there the 29th, 30 h, and 81:t of this month. He was ac- 
companied by Prof. Rawsun, who is also an accredited 
delegate to the Convention. 

Wednesday afternoon was a lit!le rainy, and the chance 
for social intercourse and inspection of the steamer was 
limited. But we had an opportunity to observe, as we 
stood under a dripping awning, that a large proportion of 
‘Mr. Bennett’s felluw-voyagers were clergymen. Long 
nosed, clean shaven, high-cravated, black coated gentry 
were thick as bees, and buzzed as incessantly. They did 
not laugh, and certainly could not be termed jolly, but 
they bad a sort of subdued, sepulebral joy about them to 
think that they were to get away for a while from the 
arduous labors of pitching sianers into bell or pulling them 
out as Occasion and the state of their (the sinners’) belief 
warranted. Probably if the ministers had known that.their 
notorious Infidel enemy was among them, their feelings 
would hav been different. They would hav regarded him 
as a Jonah whom it would be desirable to get rid of. Per- 
haps they would hav said the down-pouring rain was the 
result of his presence. He could retort, however, that per- 
haps they were the Jonahs. : 

The Gallia is one of the finest steamers that ply between 
this port and Eagland, and the oflicers of the Cunard line 
are justly proud of the fact that no vessel of their line was 
ever lost. Unless they commence by losing the Gallia, we 
feel very certain that by the time this paper reaches its 
friends Mr Bennett will be safely landed in Eogland. He 
was accompanied to the pier by many friends, but owing to 
the heavy rain, superinduced by the presence of 80 many 
ministere, or some other to be-wept-for Cause, we were 
obliged to leave before the ship sailed. As Mr. Bennett cis- 
appeared under cover, he was followed by many hearty 
good wishes for his safe voyage, pleasant time, and speedy 
return, refreshed, invigorated, and ready for another cam- 
paign with the enemies of mental freedom. 

We could not help contrasting this setting out on a trip 
‘which will undoubtedly b» pleasurable with the departure 
last year for quite a different place and where the experience 
could hardly be called pleasant. A little overs year ago 
we accompanied him to the depot to tske a train for the 
Albany Penitentiary. Then everybody was gloomy, but 
on this last occasion there was coosiderable jollity. There 
were no United Staten marahale along, as on the former 


and to borrow from each other and to use their in- |. 
-| ventive powers as much as they pleased. But this 


occasion, and Anthony Comstock was for the time forgot. 
ten. Then he went alone to a cruel prison, now he goes 
with friends to meet friends. Taking it altogether, there 
was considerable difference between the two occasions, and 
in returning home to again take charge of Tum TRUTH 
SEEKER for a short time we did it with a far lighter heart. 


Three Questions. 


Mipvuz Fors, Inp , July 26, 1880. 
Mz. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Will you please inform 
me through the columns of Tux TRUTH SEEKER who the 
senator was who introduced the measure in reference tO an 
amendment putting God in the. Constitution of the United 


States? 
Also please inform me what senators voted yes and no on 


the above amendment, I want to know so that I can be 
positiv that no one ever gets ray vote for any office who 
ever voted for so infamous a proposition. : 
‘Also let me know who were instrumental in getting that 
Comstock law through Congress and Senate. 
By answering you will very much oblige, 
l . M. H. Garp. 


REPLY. —Senator Edmunds, of Vermont, talked of as a 
possible Republican candidate for the Presidency this sum- 
mer, was the introducer of the God-in-the-Constitution 
amendment. The ones who voted forit were the twenty- 
eight Republican Senators, as follows : Allison, Anthony, 
Bootb, Boutwell, Burnside, Bruce, Cameron of Wisconsin; 
Christiancy, Clayton, Conkling, Cragin, Edmunds, Ferry, 
Frelinghuysen, Harvey, Jones of Nevada, Logan, Mc- 
Millay, Mitchell, Morrell, Morton, Ozlesby, Padduck, Pat- 
terson, Sargent, Spencer, Wadleigh, West. Sixteen Damo- 
cratic Senators voted no, as follows: Bogy, Cockrell, 
Cooper, Davis, Eston, Gordon, Jones of Fioride, Kelley, 
Kiernan, Key, McCrary, McDonald, Maxey, Norwood, 
Randolph, Stevenson. - Twenty-seven Senators were absent, 
or paired. The vote was tsken August 14, 1876. Senator 
Windom, also a somewhat prominent R:publican candidate 
for the Presidency at the Chicago Convention, introduced 
and championed the Comstock law. . Parson Newman 
helped lobby it through. It will be noticed that both these 
measures were solidly supported by Republicans and 
opposed by Democrats. Liberals, it seems to ue, can hav 
but one choice between the two parties. —Ep. T. S. 

tte — 

IT being promised in our report of the last Fourth-of-July 
celebration at Philadelphis, when, on the part of a citizens’ 
committee—embracing national Liberals, Free lteligioniats, 
and Socialists—a telegram was sent to the committee having 
charge of the Brussels Congress, greeting tbe men of Free. 
thought and genuin morality, and promising that an address 
should follow, we now publish the latter. The author 
wishes us to state that he is not as familiar with the Boglish 
a8 with the German tongue, but that nevertheless the duty 
of writing the address was imposed upon him. An article 
by the same author which should hav preceded the present 
as an introduction, had, from unexpected hindrances, to lay’ 
over till our next issue. 


en , 
The Fourth Annual Congress of the National 
Liberal Leagne. 


To the Auxiliaries and Members of the National Liberal League, 
: GREETING : 


The fourth annual Congress of the National Liberal 
League will be held at a hall to be hereafter desigrated in 
the city of Chicago, Ill, on the 17th, 18:b, and 19th of 
September next. Allcharter aud life members of the Na- 
tional Liberal League, the President and Secretary of each 
local auxiliary, and three delegates from the same are enti- 
tled to seats and votes in the Congress, and all annual mem- 
bers of the National League are entitled to seats, but not to 
votes. Asa President of the United States is to be elected 
this year, it is important that every one of the now two 
hundred auxiliaries shall be represented, and that a repub- 
lic, every citizen of which professes that the state should be 
independent of the church, and the church of the state, shall 
no longer stultify itself by subsidizing ecclesiastical corpo- 
rations in exempting their property from taxation, support- 
ing religious instruction in schools, robbing the people of 
their time by Sunday laws, paying salaries for religious ser- 
vices, and exacting religious oaths as security for truth and 
fidelity to civilobligations If the National League has any 
voice, now is the time to hav it heard. The Constitution 
under which weliv consecrates the rights of speech and opin- 
ion and has no punishing power except for accurately-deflned 
and proven crime; and the depositories of this punishing pow- 
er, national and state, hav their well-defined provinces and 
limits as servants of the people and protectors against all 
personal violence and fanatical persecution. The great 
question of the day is whether these bulwarks of individual 
liberty shall be swept away by the greed of power truckling 
to bigotry and superstition, or the voice and votes of a free 
and enlightened people shall teach political partisans that 
the whole is always greater than any part in the administra- 
tion of our republic. E1izurn WnienT, Pres. 

Boston, Mass , Aug. 9, 1880. 


oo ——— —— 
An Unnecessary Letter. 


To THE EDITOR or TRE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: On rc- 
covering from asevere illness I learn that tho impression has 
obtained that the report of Messrs, Wakeman and Leland, 
containing a denial and a retraction by D. M. Bennett of 
certain accusations against me, implies an acknowledgment 
by me of wrong I hav done him by word or deed, and 
approval of the coodemuation of Mr. Savage, myself, and 
others who are censured in that report. 

I wish to say only that the impression above referred ta 
hag ro foundation in fact, as I hav never made any such ao 
kyowledgment, or given suah approval. A 

Thovndihe, Mase, Aug. 7, 1880, B. F, UxbR&wOOr. 


The Grut) Becker, Angust 14, 1880. 


Those Postal Laws. 


To tHE Eprror or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In your 
last issue there appeared a letter from our friend W. 8. 
Bush, Esq., of Washington, the object of which is to induce 
Liberals to vote for Gen. Garfield. He puts forth the most 
remarkable reasons for this course that I hav seen yet, 
They are, in short : 

1. The Comstock postal laws are constitutional. 

2. They are not so very bad, after all. 

8. The Democrats will not repeal them. 

4, The Democrats are retrograde Bourbons of the most 
villainous, vicious, poisonous, etc., etc., type possible. 

Now, before we go for Garfield on these grounds let us 
think them over. . 

1. Mr. Bush tries to make out the constitutionslity of 
the Comstock postal laws in this way : Congress has power 
to prohibit tbe importation of obscene articles, prints, and 
publications, and this power has been exercised by all par- 
ties since 1842 without objection. Therefore Congress must 
hav the power to prohibit the transportation of such prohib- 
ited matter, and consequent!y any matter it chooses, through 
the miails. This is the point of his argument, or it has no 
point at all. 

The answer to it is very ready to most readers of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER I hav no doubt, viz., there is no similarity 
. in the cases. The power of Congress over commerce and 
. importations is absolute, and may be used for governmental 
or any indirect purpose it may deem proper. The words of 
the Constitution, Section 8, are, *'Congress shall hav 
power to regulate commerce with foreign nations, and 
smong the several states, and with the Indian tribes." This 
grant follows, and is an adjunct of the taxing and borrow- 
ing power. The first Congress after the adoption of the 
Constitution began to regulate commerce for purposes of 
revenue, retaliation, reciprocity, aiding of home manufac- 
tures, etc. Legislation of this sort has been continued ever 
since from year to year. Under this clause Congress can 
keep whisky and firearms out of the Indian tribes, and any 
matter it deems objectionable out of the country—unless it 
is smuggled. B 

Nor does this abridge the freedom of the press, for even 
printed matter, if prohibited, did not originate in this coun- 
try nor from our press or people. 

Now if we turn to the grant and history of the postal 
power we find a very different state of things. In the old 
Articles of the Confederation Congress was invested with 
the sole and exclusiv power of “ establishing and regulating 

. post-offices: ‘from one state to another throughout all the 
United States, and exacting such postage on the papers 
passing through the same as may be requisit to defray the 
expenses of the said office.” 

In our Constitution the above wording was changed to 
the simple grant. ‘‘ to establish post-offices and post-roads. 
“Tt wil be noticed at once that the words ** and regulate” 
are omitted in this grant, and that they are the very words 
which giv Congress the power to do what it pleases with 
Commerce. The omission of these words is significant, for 
it took away the power to use the post-offices for govern- 
mental or any ulterior purposes. It limited Congress to the 
duty of providing post-offices and post-rosds for the peo- 
ple, to use as a ‘‘conveniency,” as the Federalist says it. 
The omitted words were, of course, necessary under the con- 
federacy, which was a treaty between the states, and put 
the post-offices on a Commercial basis—in so far that they 
had to be administered between independent states. This 
power of regulation created fear and jealousy which, with 
the disordered state of the country, prevented any great 
growth of postal facilities until our Constitution was 

adopted. : 

Thus the altempt to use the post-office as a goveru- 
mental instrument, if ever entertained, was abandoned. 
Mr. Bush can find no instance of such use until the 
beginning of these postal laws in 1865, after our civil 
war, and, as I pointed out in my Faneuil Hall speech, 
in consequence of it. But even this initiativ in 1865 
amounted to nothing until Mr. Comstock took up the 
matter in 1872 and with subsequent legislation reversed 
the policy of the republic for one hundred years. That 
policy was to limit postal legislation to ‘postal purposes 
only, and that the power to establish post- offices did not giv 
the power to regulate them for ulterior purposes, or to dis- 
criminate as to the sentiments or purposes of the printed or 
written matter transmitted. 

If the words ‘‘and regulate" had been retained in our 
Constitution, the case might hav been different. Mr. Cal- 
houn in 1836 might then hav found some ground in the 
Constitution for the attempt to prevent the mailing of ''in- 
cendiary " matter. As it was, he could find none, and Mr. 
"Webster and.the Senate agreed with him. Nobody had 
then discovered that because Congress could regulate what 
printed matter should be imported it could therefore 
regulaie the sentiments and purposes of the matter in our 
mails by texing or excluding it or by punishing the sender 
under terrible penal laws. 

The usurpation of this power is one of the steps that must 
be retraced unless the Republic is to end in Empire. 

If Mr. Bush’s view is sound, Congress has a great moral 
duty to perform. It ought at once to establish a postal tar- 
iff of literary and moral values, according to which printed 
matter should be rated for mailing purposes, Perhaps this 
will be done when Garfield is elected. We may then expect 
the Christian Statesman, which advocates God in the Con- 
stitution, to be mailed free; while the wicked TRUTH 
SEEKER, which advocates liberty for all, may be happy if 
its postage is less than $1 00 a pound. Certainly, if we re- 
move all taxes from Christian churcher, why shouldn't we 
from Christian literature ? 

But, lastly, Congress not only has no power under the 
Constitution to discriminate as to the sentiments and pur- 


poses of printed or written mailed matter, hut im 49 doing it 


‘| juries of. the Common Law in every state of the Union; 


directly violates the Constitution, which restrains it from 
passing any law “ abridging the freedom of the press.” 

The regulation of importations has nothing to do with the 
freedom of our press, as was pointed out above; but a 
postal tariff or prohibition abridges that freedom and prac- 
tically ends it. Postal facilities, as the Supreme Court 
holds, are a necessary part of publication, without which 
there can practically be no press. For the abuses of publi- 
cation the press is responsible before the grand and petit 


and there, and not with United States postal censors, must 


the responsibility be left if our constitutional liberties are 
to be preserved. 

To those who hav read my Faneuil Hall Speech and Re- 
ply to Judge Hurlbut I hav written too much on this con- 


stitutional point, to others not enough. To those who hav | 


not read them let me renew the requést that they send to 
THE TRUTH SEEXER for a copy. 

The other topics suggested by Mr. Bush's letter I will try 
to consider in the order above numbered. Next week—it 
willbe whether these Comstock Laws are bad or not. I 
hope that Mr, Bush will not persist in asking us to vote for 
Garfield because they are constitutional unless he has far 
stronger reasons than he has presented. 

T. B. WAKEMAN, 
———— oe m 


Book Notice. 


MODERN THINKERS; Waar THEY THINK AND WEY? By 
V. B. Denstow, LL.D.. with an introduction by Robert 
G. Ingersoll. 1 vol, 12mo, with eight portraits. Cloth, 
$1.50. Gold at this office. 

'The work contains critical essays upon Emanuel Sweden- 
borg; and the origin of the Christian ideas of heaven, hell, 
and virtue ; Adam Smith, founder of the school of econo- 
mists; Jeremy Bentham, the apostle of law reform and of 
utilitarianism in morals; Thomas Paine and his relations to 
the Declaration of Independence and democracy in America; 
Charles Fourier, the philosopher of passional harmony and 
co-operativ association; Herbert Spencer, a review of his 
theories of evolution avd of morals; Earnst Haeckel, the 
demonstrator of the doctrin of evolution; Auguste Comte, 
founder of the Positive philosophy and pontiff of the 
** Religion of Humanity;” and an essay on the authorship of 
Junius, as a sequel to the critique on Thomas Paine. 

This volume consists of 384 pp. 12mo, and is iliustrated 
by portraits of each of the eight great thinkers, and opens 
with an introduction from the pen of Col. Robert G. Inger- 
soll. 

This is one of the most fairly written books we hav ever 
seen, The author is not an enthusiast in any direction, and 
seems to hav aimed to get at bottom facts. We were espe- 
cially pleased with his review of the work of Thomas 
Paine, and also his essay on the authorship of the ** Letters 
of Junius.” While this essay fails to convince Col. Inger- 
soll—who thinks that Junius must hav united in his charac- 
ter the qualities of a ‘coward, calumniator, and sneak," 
and that therefore it would be no honor to Paine to prove 
his authorship—~—yet, with the exception, perhaps, of one 
emanating from Washington, Mr. Danslow’s ia the strong- 
est document that has ever been written on the contro- 
versy. n 

Col. Ingersoll’s Introduction, which occupies twenty-two 
pages of the work, is like all else from his pen, masterly in 
expression and deep with thought. The Colonel's super- 
ficial critics, who say he is an orator but not a thinker, must 
revise their opinions on reading it. Hesays of Mr. Denslow's 
book, ‘‘If others who read this book get as much informa- 
tion as I did from the advance sheets, they will feei repaid 
a hundred times." In this sentence Col. Ingersoll epitomiz:s 
the character of the work. It is essentially a storehouse of 
information, condensed from volumes whose mastery would 
be a labor of years for the average reader. 

These reviews originally appeared in the Chicago Times, 
for the Saturday edition of which they were written at the 
request of the editor. A general call for them in a perma- 
nently preservable form resulted in this work. Each review 
is preceded by a short biographical sketch of the great 
thinker to whom it refers, supplying such details of his life 
as are not already familiar to the reader. 

Ot the general judgment reached after a careful analysis 
of the life and work of the several characters treated we 
cannot giv a better idea than to quote from Col. Ingersoll’s 
Introduction: 

t: While this book will greatly add to the information of 
all who read it, it may not increase the happiness of some to 
find that Swedenborg was really insane. But when they re- 
member that he was raised by a bishop, and disappointed in 
love, they will cease to wonder af his mental condition. 
Certainly an admixture of theology and * disprized love’ is 
often sufficient to compel reason to abdicate the throne of 
the mightiest soul. 

“Tre trouble with Swedenborg was that he changed 
realities into dreamer, and then out of dreams made facta, 
upon which he buily and with which he constructed his 
system. 

-“ He regarded all realities as shadows cast by ideas. To 
him the material was the unreal, and things were definitions 
of the ideas of God. He seemed to think he had made a 
discovery when he found that ideas were back of words, 
and that language had a subjectiv as well as an objectiv 
origin; that is, that the interior meaning had been clothed 
upon. Of course a man capable of drawing the conclusion 
that natural reason cannot harmonize with spiritnal] truth 
because he had seen & beetle, in à dream, that could not use 
its feet, is capable of any absurdity of whicb the imagina- 
tion can conceive. The fact is that Swedenborg believed 
the Bible. That was his misfortune. His mind had been 
overpowered by the bishop, but the woman had not utterly 
destroyed his heart. He was shocked by the literal inter- 
pretation of the ecriptures, and sought to avoid the diffi- 
culty by giving new meanings consistent with the decency 
and goodness of God. He pointed out way to preserve 
the old Bible with a new interpretation, In this way Inġ- 


delity ould be avoided ; and in his day tnat waa almost a ( 88 J am sa Alphatie Pre lover (ig theory). 


necessity. Had Swedenborg taken the ground that the 
Bible was not inspired, the eara of the world would hav 
been stopped. His readers believed in the dogma of inspi- 
ration, and asked not how to destroy the scriptures, but for 
some way in which they might be preserved. He and his 
followers unconsciously rendered immense service to the 
cause of intellectual enfranchisement by their efforte to show 
the necessity of giving new meanings to the barbarous laws 
and cruel orders of Jehovah. For this purpose they attacked 
with great fury the literal text, taking the ground that if 
the old interpretation was right, the Bible was the work of 
savage men. They hightened in every way the absurdities, | 
cruelties, and contradictions of the scriptures for the pur- 
pose of showing that a new interpretation must be found, 
and that the way pointed out by Swedeuborg was the oniy 
one by which the Bible could be saved." 


Oi Herbert Spencer the Colonel says: 


** Herbert Spencer is almost the opposit of Swedenborg. 
He relies upon evidence, upon demonstration, upon experi- 
ence, and occupies himseif with one world at a time. He 
perceives that there js a mental horizon that we cannot pierce, 
and that beyond that is the unknown, possibly the unknow- 
able. He endeavors to examin only that which is capable 
of being examined, and considers the theological method as 
not only useless but hurtful. After all, God is but a guess, 
throned and established by arrogance and assertion. Turning 
his attention to those things that hav in some way affected 
the condition of mankind, Spencer leaves the unknowable to 
priests and to the believers in the ‘moral government’ of the 
world. He sees only natural causes and natural results, 
and seeks to induce man to giv up gazing into void and 
empty space, that he may giv his entire attention to the 
world in which he livs. He sees that right and wrong do 
not depend upon the arbitrary will of even an infinit being, 
but upon the nature of things ; that they are relations, not 
entities, and that they cannot exist, so far as we kuow, 
apait from human experience.” ! . 

** Mr. Spencer is wise enough to declare that ‘acts are 
called good or bad according as they are well or ill adjusted 
to ends;’ and he might hav added that ends are good ur bad 
according as they affect the happiness of mankind. 

“It would be hard to over-estimate the influence of this 
great man. From an immense intellectual elevation he has 
surveyed the world of thought. He has.rendered absurd 
the idea of special providence born of thg egotism of sav- 
agery, He has shown that the * will of God’ is not a rule 
for human conduct ; that morality is not a cold and heart- 
less tyrant; that by the destruction of the individual will a 
higher life cannot be reached, and that after all an intelli- ` 
gent love of. stlf extends the hand of help and kindness to 
all the human race. Marte 

“But had it not been for such men as Thomas Paine, 
Herbert Speucer could not hav existed for a century to 
come. Some one had to lead the way, to raise the standard 
of revolt, and draw the sword of war. Thomas Paine was 
8 natural revolutionist. He was opposed to every govern- 
ment existing in his day. Next to establishing a wise and 
just republic based upon the equal rights of man, the best 
vhing that can be done is to destroy a monarchy. 

“ Paine had a sense of justice, and had imagination 
enough to put himself in the place of the oppressed. He 
had also what in these pages is so felicitously expressed, * a 
haughty intellectual pride, and a willingness to pit his indi- 
vidual thought against the clamor of a world.’ ” 


We would like to quote at length from the Introduction, 
and from the work itself, but must content ourselys with 
the two following extracts: 


“Most scientists hav deferred to the theologians, They 
hav admitted that some questions could not, at present, be 
solved. These admissions hav been thankfuily received by 
the clergy, who hav always begged for some curtain to be 
left, bebiud which their God could still exist. Men calling 
themnelvs ‘scientific’ hav tried to harmonize the ‘apparent’ 
discrepancies between the Bible and the other works of Je- 
hovab. Ia this way they hav made reputations. They were 
at once quoted by the ministers as wonderful examples of 
piety anu learning. These men discounted the tuture that 
they might enjoy the ignorant praise of the present. Agassiz 
preferred the applause of Boston while he lived to the rev- 
erence of a world after he was dead. Small men appear 
great only when they agree with the multitude. 

“The last Scientific Congress in America was opened 
with prayer. Think of a science that depends upoa the 
er of words addressed to the Unknown and Usknow- 
able 

“iu our country most of the so-called scientiats are pro- 
fessora iu sectarian colleges, in which Moses is considered a 
geologist, and Josuua an astronomer. For the most part 
their saluries depend upon the ingenuity with which they 


can explain away facts and dodge demonstration. 

“The situation is about the same in England. When Mr, 
Huxiey saw fit to attack the Mosaic account of the creation, 
he did not deem is advisable to say plainly what he meant. 
He attacked the account.of creation as given by Milton, 
although he knew that the Mosaic and Miltonic were sub- 
stantially the same. Science has acted like a guest without 
a wedding garment, and has continually apologized for 
existing. In the preseuce of arrogant absurdity, overawed - 
by the patronizing airs of a successful charlatan, it hag 
played the role of a * poor relation,’ and accepted, while sit- 
ting below the salt, insults as honors. 

“ There can be no more pitiable sight than a scientist in 
the employ of superstition dishonoring himself without 
assisting his master. But there are a multitude of brave 
and tender men who giv their honest thonghts, who are true 
to nature, who giv the facts and let consequeuces shirk for 
themselves, who kuow the value and meaning of a truth 
aud who hav bravely tried the creeds by scientific tests," 

Jn closing the Introduction, which is really as astute a 
criticism upon the work as it can hav, the Colonel says : 

“The Jewish God must be dethroned! A personal Deity 
must go back to the darkness of barbarism trom whence he 
came. The theologians must abdicate, and popes, priests, 
and clergymen, labeled as ‘ extinct species,’ must ovcupy the 
menial museums of the future. 

‘In my judgment, this book, filled with original thought 
will hasten the comiug of that biessed time.” ' 


—9—9—— 
To Tax EDITOR OF Tok TRUTH SEEKER, Sir : In  Bexua' 
Intemperance, No. 6," the two sentences, ‘I think Freelovers 
hav taken one extreme, and the Alphaites the other. I 


hope to keep the happy mean between the two," should hav 
been 1n quotations, as I took tuem from the private letter of 
a friend «s a test to my srticle, and as ihey row stand they 
ranke a Hal contradic-ion of ma aud the rest of the article, 


EMINA. 


529 


he Smut 


Seeker, Angust 14, 1880. 


NND a 


Democratic or Greenback, Which ? 
To THE Eprron or Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The 


can be the best trusted in office. Right here stands the Ibe condemned or censured for giving his opinions in regard 
Greenback party. Liberal belongs to its rank and file; lib- | to these matters. The more light we hav the Jess liable we 
eral is its brain and heart; liberal! is its leadership ; ; | shall be to stumble. ‘‘ Let the chatter go on.’ 


Liberal voters generally are agreed that there is no hope for 
us in the Republican party. The question for solution is, 
The Democratic or Greenback party, which ? 

lt is true that the Democratic party, from the logic of 
necessity, has changed. It is no longer avowedly pro-slav- 
ery, because slavery is dead and buried ; no longer anti-war 
to crush the' Rebellion, because the war is ended ; but the 
same instinct is there; the old '*leopard" has not changed 
its spots. It turns back for its basis to the times when the 
issues were different from those of to-day, erecting its plat- 
form on what Jefferson, Madison, and Jackson advocated. 
** Hurrah for Jackson !" I wonder if the old hero cares for 
the '* liberal." encore, listening to the din from his ‘* better 
country" in the heavens. He would prefer to hurl bolts of 
lightning upon men who propose to dig into old politica! 
graveyards to make a platform of the coffin boards for Lib- 
erals to stand on and build the superstructure of ''free 
&peech, free press, and free mails.” What! sell ourselvs 
for availability ? giv ourselvs to a party of monopolizing 
tendencies, not yet converted from ancient ideas, because, 
forsooth, it has the hardihood to throw a bait wherewith to 
catch the unwary Liberals—''the separation of church and 
state for the good of each.” This plank is sound, what we 
want and will hav; but what if it stands alone beside rotten 
ones? It is another craft of the self-same party, fishing to 
catch a whole convention of us. The old devil! A few 
years ago the hard-money lords at headquarters allowed 

` their subalterns to put in a soft-money plank, and thou- 
sands of financial reformers swung their hats and hurrahed 
for Democracy. Such did not see then that the Rothschilds’ 
agents in America were thus secretly forging a chain to 
bind them hand and foot. But the lesson will not be for- 
gotten; the tried reformers are on the watch for a pit 
beneath every Democratic plank. 

Now, gentlemen of the Liberal jury, if you are willing to 
be gulled, sold, stuffed, and mummied, vote that ticket ! 

A little bit of history is in point. During the Abolition 
times, when the little band of stalwarts breasted the storm 
of political and churchal wrath, that class of voters was 
so small that men said: ‘‘They can do nothing, Why 
throw your vote away ?" Every Whig said 80; every Dem- 
ocrat said so. Hence the battle for liberty was long and 
hard. Sometimes compromises were made, but these failed 
every time. The very ''divinity that shapes our ends” de- 
termined that justice should stand alone, uncontaminated 
by '*dead heads,” unsupported by dangerous precedents. 
You know the result ; Abolitionism gained the day, and its 
heroes who suffered are enrolled among the benefactors of 
mankind. This isan event that should be remembered by 
every lover of liberty. The new wave, starting in univer- 
sal instinct, becomes transcendent law. Tbe life of the 
world is fed by the fresh and green, the growing and the 
fruiting. Fossils never sprout. 

& '* Oh, but the Greenback party, in convention at Chicago, 
had a prayer offered !" Yes, and it was the only one, and 
should be engraved in gold, for it was offered against the 
*'Levites and the Pharisees of the world, on our own 
hook.” What of the Democratic convention, whose pray- 
ers were a8 thick as at the Republican, whose piety was 
equally vociferous with spiteful expectoration of profane 
juice. 

The Greenback-Labor platform is, I confess, lame in some 
psrticulars, but what there is of it is alive, sound, and safe. 
No clap-traps, no double gearing ; it demands retrench- 
ment, governmental money issues, payment of the public 
debt in honor, with no transmission of a national legacy in 
the shape of non-taxable bonds to future lords and masters 
for rulership over America; a graduating income tax to 
forestall extreme wealth and extreme poverty; labor bureaus 
as substitutes for the oppressiv syndicates; protection to the 
rights of the toiling millions now enslaved to corporate 
capital ; all these and more constitute its platform—a plat- 
form which Liberals admire and are in sympathy with. 
True, the platform is not explicit on the question of a state 
religion. It should hav been ; but where the essentials are 
included and a special thing is excluded kindred therewith, 
it is understood that the whole is there. Given the princi. 
ples, all issues belonging thereto are accepted. Why it was 
omitted was doubless due to the fact that the question does 
not present itself in so formidable an array a8 the relativ 
issues embodied. It is no party distinction to claim what 
belongs to the others as well. The truth is patent that 
American statesmanship is against the union of church and 
state. Certain ministers want it. I would not by any means 
delay preparation to defeat the high-priests and bigots in 
their plot against liberty of conscience, but I would not 
crowd an issue to the front before the people ask for it or 
are prepared for it; but allowing said issue to occupy its 
proper place, ¿giv special attention to essentials, zncludnig 
such issue, with what the whole heaving masses are imme- 
diately concerned. 

A word here about ‘‘free mails.” Not one in a thousand 
is aware of a covert law allowing sneaking spies to inspect 
the mails. Whether the Republican party, as a party, is 
exclusivly responsible for that law i8 a question. Demo- 
crats, too, voted for it, The petitions for Bennett's pardon 
were signed as earnestly by Republicans as others. The 
fact in the case is this: It was born in the church, and 
rushed through by its Congressional tools, like many other 
bills, not having that due consideration which it merits. 
"Whatever party gets into power, it can and will be righted, 
for the free-minded people are specially jealous of their lib- 
erties when aroused by agitation to the exigencies of the 
hour. Let that law be further ventilated ; let the Pharisai- 
cal church that begat it be pounded into submission to just 
rule. 


hence Liberals of every name dritt to it. It is the popular 
out-wave from the people’s instincts. It is composed of men 
who hav suffered uader oppression. It is the aggregation 
of the friends of liberty. Can such a party fail? Isita 
failure if it does not elect its president ? That is not impos- 
sible, sirs, if we can throw the election into the House, as 
the circumstances portend. But even if Garfield or Han- 
cock is elected, is Greenbackism a failure ? Is justice ever 
killed outright, never to rise again? The agitation we pro- 
duce, the enlightenment of the masses in their rights, the 
mighty vote we shall cast, indicating the line of Liberal 
sentiment, will constitute a brighter, better victory than if 
we possess the White House, for then we still are free from 
the temptations incident to the wielding of power. The 
strongest force is always reserved, driving Congress to jus- 
tice. Greenbackers understand their duty in this respect, 
and cordially invite the co-operation of all who aid and abet 
in the leveling-up of the masses, J. O, BARRETT. 
Glenbeulah, Wis., July 28, 1880. 


Let the Chatter Go On. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: What has 
caused this great commotion? Why somebody has advised 
somebody else to do something, and somebody won't do it; 
therefore somebody is going into spasms. 

D. R. Sparks, of Alton, Ill., under date of July 6, 1880, 
says, ''I hav several times noticed an effort of some of our 
Liberal friends to drag the noble TRUTH SEEKER into the 
support of the Democratic party." And Mr. Sparks don't 
seem to favor the ** drag." But I hav not felt the '' drag” 
operating upon myself, as yet, to any great extent. “Why 
in the name of all that is good," asks Mr. Sparks, ‘‘ should 
all Liberals be turned over unceremoniously to the Demo- 
crats.” I face the same way I hav for many years, and don't 
realize that I hav turned in the least. And he further says, 
** You hav already damaged the circulation of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER by such propositions published at least without a 
protest." THe TRUTH SEEKER circulates to me just as it 
always has. I don’t see any damage. He speaks of Mr. 
Wakeman’s ability and Leland's sarcasm, and then adde, 
‘They must not expect every Liberal to march into the 
ranks of their most bitter enemies." I hav not commenced 
the march yet, nor set any particular time when I would 
commence it. 

These men favor the Democratic party, and they hav a 
perfect right to do so. Not only: so, but they hav a perfect 
right to publish their preferences. Nor can I see how Bro. 
Bennett or any one else should be called upon to enter a 
protest. Taz TRUTH SEEKER is the medium through which 
Liberals speak their ideas. 1 could not prize it half as 
highly if this privilege should be curtailed. It is the lati- 
tude given in it which makes me prize it above all other 
papers. Ithought the time had come when Liberals could 
stand a great deal of open free discussion. I think these 
political suggestions are in order. How the votes of the 
Liberal element shall be cast is a matter of no small impor- 
tance. Giv us your ideas, gentlemen, both Democrats and 
Republicans; they will help us to act intelligently, If Bros. 
Bennett, Wakeman, Green, Leland, or any one else, see fit to 
giv their political opinions, I see no reason for any one to 
feel hurt. Much as I respect the candor and judgment of 
those men, I am quite sure they cannot compel Mr. Sparks 
or any oue else to vote with the Democratic party unless 
they can make it appear that it is the most reasonable thing 
to do. 

Because these men hav ventured an opinion in regard to 
the political party to be supported by the Liberal element, 
Mr. Sparks and some others seem to regard it as an effort 
on their part to ''drag" or drive Liberals into their meas- 
ures. I can see nothing of the kind. If any one has a good 
reason for supporting either the Democratic or Republican 
party, let us hav it. Bro. Leland givs good advice when he 
says, '' Let the chatter go cn." No Liberal should take ex- 
ception to the freedom of discussion. 

Bro. Leland and some others think the best thing to do is 
to get the best pledges we can from the Democratic party, 
and then join our fortunes to them. It the party proves 
recreant to the pledges, then try the other party. Let these 
experiments be tried five, ten, or twenty years, and in the 
end we shall find that we hav been on a fool’s errand. 
Please remember that the old political parties hav no soul in 
them. Either will adopt any. measure which will insure 
success. Neither party will bid more for votes than they 
are worth. How one element in a party will effect, bal- 
auce, or neutralize another is closely studied by its leaders. 
No doubt the Democratic party would like to hav our help; 
and the Republican party would smile upon us if we would 
boost them into power; but the question is, What’ will'ihey 
do for us? Nearly the entire Christian element of the 
country will be found voting in one or the other of these 
parties. And it must not be forgotten that religious preju- 
dices are the strongest known to the human breast. What 
we desire to accomplish the Christians will naturally op- 
pose, and they outnumber us a hundred to one. The hard 
thing for the people to understand is that these parties are 
without principle; that they are run mainly in the interest 
of those who are working for place, power, and profit. We 
can reasonably expect nothing from these parties so long as 
the Christians outnumber us, They can and will neutralize 
our best efforts and defeat us every time. We may jump 
from one party to the other, but so long as these relacions 
exist we shall be like the lamb which fled from the wolf 
only to be caught by the vulture. 

Until the wisdom of the Liberal party shall fairly canvass 


Naples, N. Y., July 28, 1880 JOHN PECK. 


The Federal Law Regulating the Mail. 


To THE. EDITOR or Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: There are 
many Conscientious persons who suppose that the federal 
law excluding certain matters from the mails cught to be 
maintained because it seems to them in a cursory reading to 
hav been devised for a good purpose. There is a conclusiv 
argument to sstisfy such persons, which I think ought to 
receive more attention than it does. 

History shows that laws apparently designed for good 
purposes are easily abused and become productiv of serious 
evils, especially when they are prompted or instaneed by 
any partisan or sectarian feelings. 

The old Alien and Sedition laws under John Adams were 
goon swept away by a torrent of popular indignation, and 
are now às dead as slavery itself. Yet these laws, or rather 
this law, was on its face as fair and proper a law as any of 
our national enactments. It simply proposed to punish 
** false, scandalous, and malicious writings " which assailed 
the president, Congress, or government, to injure their repu- 
tation or incite sedition. Certainly such writings deserve 
to be punished even more severely than obscene literature, 
and if these laws could always be administered in a right- 
eous Manner they would be highly beneficial and would do 
a great deal to check the profiigacy of the political press 
and the grossness of the political campaign. 

But the people would hav them repealed, not because 
they were in favor of the lying and seditious slander, but 
because no such Jaws can be enacted without a dangerous 
encroachment on freedom. 

So to-day our wisest citizens wish to see the obscenity 
laws repealed, not because they favor the obscenity, but 
because it is already proved that such laws interfere with 
freedom even more than the Alien and Sedition law. 

The old Federal party cared nothing for the interference 
with freedom, and the church party to-day is equally regard- 
less of human rights. £ will venture also to say that the 
Republican party of to-day is in this respect the lineal suc- 
cessor of the old Federal party, with all its sanctimonious 
pretenses and its dread of popular freedom—its love of cor- 
porate power and centralized government. JEFFERSON, 


To the Men of Freethought and Genuine Mo- 
rality Assembled in Congress at Brussels: 


On the 4th of July last, at the beginning of the one hun- 
died and fifth year of the history of the United States of 
America, greeting was sent you of citizens right from the 
threshold of Independence Hall, at Philadelphia, the very 
birthplace of the common wealth, and you were notified that 
an address would follow. 

In complying therewith we intend: 

1. To briefly define the position of the American citizen 
on the ground of his own fundamental law toward the all- 
important subject of genuine morality, which occupies so 
conspicuous a place on your programme; and : 

2. To solicit your co-operation in procuring all the mate- 
rial desired for a general educational plan upon that basis. 


I.--OUR FUNDAMENTAL LAW 


That created the citizen and the state is, as you will see, 
intrinsically human, social, moral. It invested the citizen, 
not with as many or few rights and duties as some other 
political craft might have seen fit to concede to and to im- 
pose upon him after the pattern of any effete polity, but it 
recognized in him the one and indivisible right and the one 
and indivisible duty to be a mau. Thus it did not lower 
him down to a servant, an instrument useful to the particu- 
lar interests of others, the few or even but one; it did not 
arbitrarily assign him some place within, the state; but it 
paid homage to him for his own self on the exalted station 
which nature has assigned him; it did not construct the 
state first and then the citizen for it, but it nobleized, it ele- 
vated first the citizen to the rank of man and founded 
through him, upon him, and for him, the state, the com- 
mouwealth, the very respublica, one and indivisible. 

This the standpoint of the American citizen, borne by the 
Declaration of Independence of July 4, 1776, and its off. 
spring, the Constitution of the United Btates in 1787; the 
former recognizing as self-evident this truth, that all men 
by the law of nature are endowed with the right to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, that governments are 
instituted but for the purpose of securing this right ; while 
the Constitution's end is set on establishing justice, promot- 
ing the general welfare, and securing the blessings of liberty 
to the living and the generations to come. 

Thus the character of our citizenship is manifest to every 
right-minded man. ‘Treason only and brutality can oppose,- 
sophistry and jesuitism cavil at, and mere ignorance mistake 
it. And we hardly need, in the face of our supreme law, 
mention the incontrovertible truth that our people does 
not form an exclusive nationality in the common sense of 
the word. No sensible man—in speaking of the nation for 
signifying our station among the political powers of the 
earth—means to hide the fact of its being, 80 to say, a 
nation of nations, comprising and constantly receiving men 
from all parta of the globe and uniting them on the ground 
of a common humanity; a community which is to show 
practically the way on to that universal concert toward 
which all mankind, by its inmost motive power, constantly. 
though slowly is advancing. Thus on a proportionate part ` 
of the planet, aptly selected by the genius of the race be- 
tween the western &nd eastern shores of the Old World, we 


They, then, who advocate and practice in life the living 
principles at issue, even if all their policies are not itemized, 


the matter and determine what is best for us to do, let every are to form the very microcosm, representing society in its 
Liberal dispose of his vote according to his best judgment lawful pursuit of life's ‘highest end—happiness general and . 
and highest sense of duty. At the same time no one should ' special.” 


The Truth Seeker, Angust 15, 1880. 
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Now, honored friends, in these our statements we only 
` tried plainly to show the main object of our fundamental 
law, but we are far from assuming to say that fhe great 
problem which it imposed upon the commonwealth at the 
moment of calling the same into existence, had already been 
solved, or could be solved without the united exertions of all 
faithful citizens. And in this respect we gladly can state 
that there is no lack of attention among our fellow-citizens 
in the right direction, there being already organized two 
hundred auxiliary Liberal Leagues, dotted all over our 
whole land, besides other similar organizations like the 
Turners, the Union of Radicals, the Socialistic party, and 
others, all of them uniting in the leading idea of the National 
Liberal League, which constituted itself at our Centennial 
(in 1876) in memory of the glorious founders of the common- 
wealth by adopting a constitution, the entire harmony of 
which with our fundamental law you will see in the follow- 
ing extracts: ‘‘ Total separation of church and state, to the 
end that equal rights in religion, genuine morality in politics, 
and freedom, virtue, and brotherhood in all human life may 
be established, protected, and perpetuated.” And further, 
“ This country being exclusively dedicated to the natural 
right of man, allthe politica] and educational institutions 
are to be more faithfully conformed to the spirit of its fun- 
damental law;" In order, then, to verify this unrefutable 
demand, an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States is projected, which shall require ‘‘every state to 
maintain a thoroughly secularized public school system, and 
to permit no child within its limits to grow up without an 
education conformed to the spirit of the fundamental law." 
This law, when properly established as the fundament of 
the state-school, will evidently settle two vital questions: It 
will, first, overcome all open opposition to the state school 
` system on the part of priestcraft and other elements hostile 
to the republic, as such opposition would be regarded and 
treated as rebellious against the authority of the nation; and 
likewise will it silence all reproaches, justly or unjustly 
raised, about the want of moral instruction in the state 
school. The state can do not more—as it shall do not less— 
than to provide for such instruction, and this instruction 
grounded in the first axiom of morality, the natural rights 
and duties of man, plainly represented by the nation’s fun- 
damental law. It will, secondly, and above al), open the 
way to an educational system in harmony with the dignity 
and destiny of man. : 

As to the means of promoting and accelerating the forth- 
coming of that system, it is deemed advisable, besides all 
necessary political action, to establish an educational plan, 
which, strictly based upon the axiom of morality, and scien- 
tifically worked througb, will preclude all rational objection 
and serve the true educator as a faithful guide. 


ode . XL . 

And here, honored friends, we have arrived at the point 
in which your endeavors and ours are 80 coinciding, that our 
co-operating on that common ground can become but a 
most efficient agency in the cause of humanity. We sub- 
join a project for such co-operation, and hoping for your 


coneurring in the same as well as in the leading principle. 


above set forth, we have to recur on the latter by a few con- 
cluding remarks—all comprehensive diequisitions on the 
subject matter itself are to take their places within the pro- 
jected working plan. ! 

We hold that the supreme law of the commonwealth dis- 
tinctly grounded upon the law of nature and thus identify- 
ing botb, a direction of thought is given the citizen which 
he dare not disregard. Finding himself placed upon his 
own right, the natural rights of man culminating in the 
axiom of happiness being the end of life, he can, for the 
sake of self-protection, not avoid thinking of this, and 
' arriving through the simple action of common sense, at con 
clusions which bid him, irrespective of all preternatural 
notions of his own, to recognize the natural law as the su- 
preme authority for himself, his neighbor, and all mankind 
alike. He cannot avoid observing that al! life, by whatever 
inner motive power it be, does uniformly impel the individ- 
ual plant or animal to an activity resulting in expansion, 
growth, perfectibility, or prosperity, and that man is distin- 
guished from all other forms of life but by this eminent 
degree of consciousness, involving the faculty of perceiving 
that course of life and its indissolubility, general and 
special, or the entire and mutual dependence of the single 
on the universal life, generic and specific. Thus he finds 
himself, with all the impulses of life, face to face before 
the absolute necessity of an activity, individual and, at 


the same time universal that is an activity inseparably | 


‘connected with that of his fellow-beings, and for al 
with bis fellow-men, with society. And by the degree 
of insight into these two elementary conditions of human 
life, man’s dignity, virtue, morality is determined. Moral- 
ity, therefore, precludes by itself all interference of an 
unknown and unknowable or preternatural agency. It also 
precludes all arbitrary or ‘‘ free will" concerning those con. 
ditions, since will principally represents but the cogent 
activity of pursuing well-being, happiness, thus refusing by 
itself all voluntary act incompatible with this end. 

This, honored friends, being the fundament, on which, to 
our opinion, a general understanding about morals would 
be reached, we, at least, standing upon the ground of 
man’s right, as given by the Declaration of Independence, 
shall do our best for establishing a general educational 
plan, and we hope for your brotherly co-operation, for 
which purpose we place the subjoined tabular view to your 
disposal, in order to distribute as many copies of it among 
the members of the republic of science as you shall see fit. 

In conclusion, we have to repeat that by this address we 
did not pretend to exhaust the question of morality, but 
simply to engage your interest in the plan as stated, and to 
fulfil our promise given you at the Fourth of July last, from 
Independence Hall in Philadelphia, where, as we expect, 


arrangements will be made to receive you at the Fourth of 
July, 1881, and there to offer the result of our common 
labors to the genius of the Declaration of Independence. 
With the profoundest brotherly esteem, Yours, 
The citizens who sent you their greetings on the Fourth 
of July last, and in their name, JuLIUS REICHHRELM. 
Hoboken, N. J., July 4, 1880. 


1 B Hu —Y 
i L3 an E 
* Ancient - E Ou 4m 
E s RII. RB 
* — 
o Medieval E a ë Eige ae 
d zao 
È bg RSS SERFS SE 
2 Modem $ H^ 3EBS5 Te 
z 4 9 ERSE £8 
R w 
2. A ES2ES 2S 
Q onp 
a EO | —— BBE OS 5s 
m tj E i J e. TO mi a 
D © me Bacon bod 
6 Apes sb POPS. 2 oe 
3 x ne A FEE EE: -E 
go 13 d o 
$ HEP 38'S Re a E 
n D, m. De zg- -9 
S E E Pepto aa zi 
B m@eoe Sonno p ¥A 
o 500g Tagiga E 
E Buu. argon o0 
n P p B 4 ud 
P. mo BSaE dc w í, 
o - 9 sez k O Eo 
8 BERN go ee 
"n ` coke EB on 
= E] SREO Bà EX 
[-3 
4 $ HESSE g8 4B 
z B JBE Re og EB 
E $sbgB EX EE 
$ S e4Bs B «5 
o E 8 eSv^ SN os 
B E Bice, u$ [4-2 
£& RFE b's pc 
E " BIROR of p B 
E Im osa gB KS m 
e £u 255628 ea. oo 
$ > REB nS se og 
B BEEN > jpe Rog o ES 
a BARTS WR ON 
3 Mox ja to 
E o B |j. Ba ‘Bm 
p i amPBOB m Bo 
8 a eigzaega Ey " 
a P Bonon -3 $E 
o —— — A |o Ep a e 
= ee ed erat E. HE 
o Bie » PoE E E oF 
a Ed d io] n peg "j u 
n gua O m coe 5 gel 
aS Qo ct + 8 Rado as 
S E4 9 ozana A "ad 
"ü ud gut RESO = o'd 
B. * Bg o^ 2d ü BO 
g E o8 Ce. ss o9 
LI o 13 BUBE Bo 
g > BSotz ^ 
5 & gu e469 -— 
B B et Boss Eo 
c zs BS gp, o Em Bm 
c TT or 
2 EL Be | Bae d 
B E g 
g B oF "gs 25 
o Lai EG 
— 
3 wo e LE 
4 BS o eu 
2 $32 $ S 
n nó © pe 
2 €$ k? 
a "S ow 
a 4 El $3 
= ad B e 
er 
R p : B Eu 
E 5 e » g 
= E $ 2 ae 
et © Pie pep 
E B B - EA 
o $t RAE ge, 
m - 
E pa E 
o = N ES 
[7 
& p E: RB 
L B ' £u 
S — te 
B E m a3 
-— "n £s. 
a [s BP 
R $ S6 
S 2 Mu: 
®© wa BS 
E go, E 
B Re "E 
4 op oo 
= Bg B Fe 
= g 43 
g $ d ES 
2 5 B E o5 BH 
oe B RA - 
R 5 ma œ wo as 
o S 8 sf. “gq 
a Ei Be BG n 
B "jo Bo o $9 om, Br 
a om ES S B «2 Ec 
a By 2 B 2o so 
ae T B S EB ue 
o e S E 
T B Be EA 
9. 6 "1 B B 5 O's 
? 2 pe- a * "Ho. 
B a5 $ & > oe 
S s RE = 3 = $2 
g E San Poo. SH Bos 
o ~“ š 
r > UB ze : BER 
g £ $ B^ : 38 
5 : 
a & p OR DB 
$ B : ^ 
B —Á— OB 5. 5 
s = EE : Be 
NE z B 5 D Fo 
R . 
2 R s wa S 
[3 1 o 
E NET 
E o B a g 
E 3s E o 
© B S E 4 
El £ o © 
B B MNA 
ET 9 8 BOB 
zB C m $ g £ m 
Emu P 4 o s 
mPpET EB g o g 
pan ere OD J 
Ere S = Sg F 
BETO & S E 
"oHOr o 2 E E 
Eo Roa Bos y E 
olo: o B e =. 
Bo n À e e o 
ess ~ B Boo 
© 
aQQ > M B B 
no 8 = es 
Be [71 = jeg 
meal e e e 
pB M 2 
owe P d 2 
$285 E A 
: TS Ld zi 


Cou. D. M. Fox and wife will speak at Liberal Hall, 
Smithville, L. I., Sunday, Aug. 15th, at 10:30 a.m., and then 
in company with W. C. Bowen will go to Belmore, L. L, 
and address an audience at the Liberal hall of that place. 
Col. Fox and his wife are beth exceptional speakers, and all 
Liberals who can attend these meetings will be.&mply repaid 
by 80 doing. 


As to the Democratic Party. 


To THE EDITOR or Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav 
been in the habit of thinking that Liberals were measurably 
divested of prejudice, but I find myself mistaken. I hav 
been a voter for ‘fifty-two years; hav voted thirteen times 
for President. Was a Whig until that party dissolved itself 
into a Republican party. Voted and worked for it to the 
best of my ability for sixteen years, then for good and suf- 
ficient reasons I quit it, and hav not voted with it since. 
During all this long time I hav never witnessed a greater 
exhibition of prejudice—not to call it by à worse name— 
than appeared in THE TRUTH SEEKER of the 17th inst., on 


.the ''Political Situation.” My prejudices were never so 


Strong against one party or in favor of another but what I 
could see and acknowledge good and bad in both. 

One of your correspondents says the '' Democratic party 
haslived through twenty years upon the prejudices of the 
ignorant and the brutal by the open or tacit defense of the 
slavery of the body." Who ever saw on paper a greater 


exhibition of spleen than that? The same writer claims. 


that the plank in the Democratic platform that declares far 
“an entire separation of church and state " means nothing. 
They did not know what it meant. But as the Greenback 
party declare for ‘‘the taxation of all property and for 
woman's suffrage," this should be sufficient to secure the 
support. of all true Liberals. O consistency, thou art a 
lost jewel! He laments that they “hav placed a bigot at 
the head of their ticket,” while other writers in the same 
paper claim that the Greenback party is tte Liberal party. 
- What evidence hav they given us of the fact? My experi- 
ence teaches me that there are three Liberals in the Demo- 
cratic party to one in either of the other parties, and I am 
confident that a full investigation will establish the fact. 

On the currency question, I indorse the Greenback doc- 
trin, and so do three-fourths of the Democrats of the 
country. Only two years ago the Democratic speakers and 
most of the papers were thoroughly Greenback, and these 
parties to-day would hav been working together had it not 
been for the Constant abuse heaped upon the Democratic 
party by the Greenbackers. This in a measure has caused 
an alienation between them. à 

It is true there are some hard-money Democrats. There 
are a few bondholders and bankers that are Democrats. 
Tbey are so because it is for their personal interest to be so. 
Then there i8 à very ignorant foreign class that can hav no 
conception that there can be such a thing as money except 
gold and silver, because they don’t know any better. But 
the well-informed, live Democrats are in favor of soft 
money, because they know that hard money means dear 


money, and that soft money means money brought down to ` 


a fair valuation with all other kinds of property and labor. 

But there are other issues as important as the money 
question. Shall the great presidential fraud of 1876 be 
made honorable or odious? This fall’s election will tell. Is 
the Jeffersonian doctrin of state rights in elections to be 
perpetuated, or shall our elections be controled by Federal 
bayonets and deputy-marshals ? 
settle that. 

What will our liberties be worth if the old Federalist 
doctrin of eighty years ago prevails, and the Jeffersonian 
doctrin be set aside. The power of the government wil 
be centralized at Washington. The states or people will 
hav no rights the government will respect. Free press, free 
speecb, and free mails will be a thing of the past, and only 
one short step to monarchy. This fall’s election will settle 
all that. 

Now let a Republican speak. That he is a Republican is 
not to be wondered at. He is a banker, and that explains 
ital. But that he should write the following displays a 
depth of prejudice hard to beat: ''The Democratic party 
has always been the party of despotism. They were the 
defenders of American slavery; the mob party ; the oppos- 
ers of a registry law ; the bitter opposers of temperance, 
and nearly all other reform movements.” Was there ever 
more untruths crowded into a shorter space? ‘‘The Dem- 
ocratic party has always been the party of despotism.” 
Wonderful! Strange it was not found out before. Most peo- 
ple thought the boot was on the otker foot. ‘They were 
the defenders of American slavery.” Not true. It was not 
a political question, but a local one. All parties of the 
South defended it, and all parties of the North opposed it, 
but differed as to the manner of treating it. That is all 
there is of that, ‘‘the mob party." If they hav played at 
the game more than the Republicans they are to blame, but 
modesty would prevent any one from applying the epithet 
to any party. “The opposers of a registry law." I think 
there is a grain of truth in that. It was a Republican hen 
that laid that egg and hatched in the interest of the Repub- 
lican party, and been used in their interest, and bas been of 
no useto anybody else, although of great expense to the 
government. 

‘The bitter opponents of temperance.” "That caps the 
climax. There are intemperate people and opposers of tem- 
perance in all parties, and good temperance people in all 
parties, but to say that any party opposes temperance is not 
true, and no one knows it better than the writer who makes 
the assertion. 

** The ignorant foreign vote are nearly all manipulated by 
that party.” All parties do their best to secure all the votes 
they can, and if one party succeeds better than another, it 
is not their fault. 

You hav surely "stirred up a hornet’s nest," and I am 
glad of it, Somebody will get stung, and it may do them 
good. Let the good work go on. People will hav a chance 
to see all sides, which is the only way to arrive at correct 
conclusions. : 

If Weaver stood as good a chance of being elected as 
Hancock, that would be a good reason for voting for him. 
But everybody must know he stands no chance stall I 
shall therefore vote for Hancock, and would advise all Lib- 
erals.and also Greenbackers to do the same. 

Eureka, Wis., July 20, 1880. E. B, ROUNDS. 


This falls election will | 
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The Grut Seeker, Angust 15, 1880. 


Notes by the Way from Iowa. 


AT Earlville there are some good workers ia a quiet Way, 
and the Liberal sentiment is quite strong. A League can be 
formed there when the Secularists awake to the importance 
of organization, 


Art Dyersville there are eleven saloons, five churches, two 
drug stores, one brewery, and one self-styled Liberal, and 
he don’t take any Liberal paper! Beer and sin reign 
here, Verily, there is room for growth in Dyersville. 


. Oum veteran Spiritualist friends, C. I. Patrick and Miss 
Ella Wells, are the only live Liberals I found at Independ- 
ence, and I could not find that any Liberal papers were 
‘taken in that city. Independence sadly needs stirring up 
and set to thinking. 


I FOUND our good Liberal friend and worker, Alexander 
Risk, of Winthrop, a little disgusted, as he has aright to be, 
. at the apathy and parsimoniousness of so many pretended 
. Liberals, and discouraged, as he should not be; but he is 
atill the same generous, earnest man and humanitarian. 


JEROME CARTER is doing splendid work at Randalia and 
vicinity. The pamphlets and papers circulated by him are 
shaking up the dry bones of old orthodoxy at a marvelous 
_ rate. His accomplished lady, formerly a member of the 
Society of Humanity, New. York, is also deeply interested 
in reform work. 


Tue attendance at the state convention at Marshalltown 
promises to be large from this part of the state. It will un- 
coubtedly be one of the grandest gatherings ever seen in the 
West. Remember the time and place—august 27th, 28tb, 
and 29th, at Marshalltown. I trust that the friends of the 
cause in the state will remember that to get up such a meet- 
ing necessitates considerable expense for hall hire, speakers, 
etc., and that they will see to it that no debt will be left as 
at the Watkins meeting two years ugo. Address all com- 
munaications concerning the meeting to me at Norway, Iowa. 


AT West Union there are a great number of non-believers 
in the old dogmar, but few Liberal papers are taken. None 
in the city, so far as I could ascertain, and a lamentable 
ignorance prevails as to the recent encroachments of the 
church upon the domain of the state and the rights of the 
individual, and the work and mission of the League. But 
there are some fine men there interested in Freethought, 
most prominent among whom I hav met are Messrs. E. A. 
Whitney, B. B. Zeigler, and 8. 8. Arnsworth, Mr. Zeigler 
distributes a good many documents, and takes all the time 
he can spare from his business to devote to the cause. 


MANCHESTER is the headquarters of Liberal League No. 
182, and the prospects are good. Messrs. J, N. Schelling 
and G. R. Buckley are the pioneers in the work there, and 
are earnest and capable. C. Husted and J. Van Antwerp 
are also alive to the issues of the day. The vital importance 
of organization and the pressing necessity that we should 
devise a substitute for the orthodox Sunday-school are 
beginning to be realized by Freethinkers, and it is to be 
hoped that this knowledge will bear practical fruits, ‘To 
Bros, J. N. Schelling and G. R. Buckley I am under deep 
obligations for kindnesses bestowed. May the sun of 
earthly happiness shine for them to the end of life. 


AT Fayette we hav the most earnest and able workers in 
the persons of Daniel Davis sud T. 8. Davidson. They are 
sowing the seeds of truth with no sparing hand. Fayette is 
the seat of a Methodist college, and is reported to be very 
bigoted, and I was told before I went there that it would be 
a very hard place in which to dispose of Liberal literature, 
But I found live Freethinkers there, and they are doing far 
more to Liberalize their town than are their much more 
numerous but far less activ brethren in West Union and 
other places. The Missionary spirit is strong among the 
Liberals of Fayette, and they are not afraid to Ict the world 
know the faith that is in them, and they are putting much 
good Liberal reading matter into the hands of their neigh- 


bors, 


E. C. WALKER, 
—— — — 9 M9——— ————— 


The Teachers’ Union. 


The following are the resolutions adopted at the annual 
convention of the Teachers’ Union, held last weck at New. 
ark, N, J., as published in the Journal of that city: 


1. Resolved, Our public schools cannot do justice to the 
task of educating our children to be true citizens of our 
community without making the fundamental ideas on 
which this community is based the chief aim of public 
instruction. 

2, Resolved, The American school in adopting this view 
puts itself on the basis of perpetual effort toward the per- 
fection of humanity, and is protected in this effort by the 
act which, on July 4, 1776, created our glorious Union. 

3. Resolved, That an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States should provide that the children of this coun- 
try shall be educated in accordance with the spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

4, Resolved, The establishment of a general plau for pop- 
ular education upon that basis would eminently promote the 
. great object of the constitutional amendment, as laid down 

. ìn the foregoing thesis (3). 


Mr. Green's Posters. 


To THE EDITOR OF Tas TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav 
just received one of H. L. Green’s beautiful posters. It is 
printed in colors and is pretty enough to hang on the walls 
of paradise, or to paste on one of its barns. It is ornamented 
with the names of so many of our brave, good, and earnest 
workers in the field of mental freedom that it does one’s 
eyes good to rest upon it. I hope every Freethinker will 
get at least one of these posters just as soon as possible and 
put it ina conspicuous place where all eyes will sec it and 


tand whicb, with the Introduction, cover 115 pages. 


amount to an immense quantity in the aggregate. Wea hav 
very few such workers as friend Green, and I hope all will 
take a pride in enceuraging him. I wish I was able to buy 
ten of them right cff for free distribution, or ten times ten, 
I never saw so beautiful a ** Freethinker” in print as adorns 
this poster. The artist who designed it must hav loved the 
work. Ermina D SLENKER. 


m 
Book Notices. 


Tas Gops AND RELIGIONS oF ANCIENT AND MODERN 
'Trwzs. By D. M. Bennett, Two volumes, comprising 
1,792 pages. 

The work is not original.: : The gods and religions are old, 
and consequently nothing new historically can be said of 
them. The author has culled from the best sources the best 
things, and has not only organized a large body of matter 
on these themes but has put the mass of information at a 
very small price. In this respect Mr. Bennett is a benefac- 
torto humanity. His generosity in this direction, however, 


Iam sure is not duly appreciated by the Liberals at large. | 


The &mount and quality of printed matter here offered for 
five dollars would not cost less than fifteen dollars if issued 
from any other publishing house, and if the stereotype 
plates were destroyed by fire some day, every copy of this 
encyclopedia of the gods and religions now in the hands of 
the people would command large prices if offered for sale. 

As a work of reference it ought to lie on every Free- 
thinker's table. It is refreshing mentally to rise up and 
Shake off the cobwebs of superstition, aud as a sovereign 
individual contemplate the spider's webs from which we 
hav escaped. In this spirit I turn over page after page of 
the 1,792 on ** The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Mod- 
ern Times.” I read there that the struggle of the race has 
been and now is to become better thanits religions and to 
escape from the terror of deities and demons. 

With this book on our tables, our friends hav an opportu- 
nity to see the character of the literature we prefer. They 
may become interested enough to open and read a few pages 
relating to the character of the heathen gods, aud afterward 
possibly read gingerly of our borrowed gods. At any rate 
this book lying around loose in the home of the Liberal will 
be a magazine from which ammunition can be had in all 
quantities for all calibers. A few such books as this and 
“ Supernatural Religion” are worth hundreds of smaller 
volumes on corresponding subjects, because they are, so to 
speak, the last word of science. In fact it would be an in- 
calculable gain, even to many Liberals, if they would burn 
up the oid Liberal booke, which hav become fossilized, and 
read over and Over the two works mentioned. An individ- 
ual living on the Rocky Mountains, apart from society, 
could keep abreast with the progress of the age if he had 
for his compsnions these books and the Éacyclopedia Bri. 
tannica. Ag the latter is to science the former is to religion. 

People spend three-fourths of their lives in learning from 
books things which in the last fourth they are glad to uz- 
learn, Mankind does not begin by reading the. right kind 
of books. 

A Sundsy-school teasher out West sent to Boston for a 
Sunday-school library, and not having’ a catalog at hand. 
to check off his selections, and besides not haviag himself 
enjoyed a wide literary culture, left the business of select- 
ing to the bookseller, with the proviso that be would send 
as many Indian and pirate books as he could; “ror,” sug- 
gested the writer, ‘‘our boys like that kind of Sunday- 
school books first-rate.” If this is exaggerated and attrib- 
uted to somebody **óut West," it is nevertheless true that 
the literature circulated among children and youth in this 
nursery of the church is trash if not poison, even in the 
city of Boston. 

A Sunday-school teacher, now a minister, told me a few 
years ago, that he could not secure the attendance of his 
class of boys, or hav their attention when present, unless he 
took the most of the hour to discuss the merits of star 
actors and dramatic companies then in the city. The reason 
ia plain; the stage is rea), the Sunday-achool uureal. 

But returning to the ** Gods and Religions," we despair of 
ever giving a worthy synopsis, much less an adequate 
review of the work, Vol. I. begins with the gods of the 
Hindoos, which are classified as Vedic and Brahmanic gods, 
Then 
follow the gods of Persia and Chaldea, the gods of Egypt, 
gods of China, gods of Greece and Rome, gods of the 
Norsemen, with a glossary, gods of the American savages, 
gods of the Semitic racer, and about two hundred pages of 
criticism on the Christian Bible. 

*! The following work," says the author in his preface, ‘ is 
perhaps more a compilation than an original production. 
Much of the data necessarily had to be gathered from vari- 
ous sources, and when it was found in better language than 
Icould clothe it in, I hesitated not to quote freely rather 
than re-dress it in language of my own. The authorities 
most used are Mrs. Lydia Maria Child's ‘ Progress of Relig- 
ious Ideas,’ Rev. James Freeman Clarke's ‘Ten Great Re- 
ligions,’ Murray’s ‘Manual of Mythology,’ Clodd's ‘ 'Cbild- 
hood of Religion, ‘Inman’s Ancieut Faithr, Tuttle’s 
* Career of Religious Ideas,’ Prof. Drapers ‘ intellectual 
Development of Europe,’ Tylor's * ‘ Primitiv Culture,’ besides 
others in a lesser degree." 

Vol. If. treats of religione, and has a frontispiece of “ D. 
M. Bennett in prison garb,” illustrating what one of them 
did for him. Of the original man D. M. Bennett, I kuow 
somewhat physically and mentally, but of him in the front- 
ispiece, shaven and shorn, and disguised as a felon in 
‘prison garb,” I seem to recognize no more the editor of 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER than I do in St Anthony’ 8 picture of 
the bold, bud man, the obsceniat, 

These two volumes will be a monument to the name of ; 


; Away. 


church which set him on and backed bim up in his mean 
business. 

The volume opens with primitiv religion, which, when 
once comprehended, leaves no room for unbounded credul- 
ity or faith in any religion, no matter how far advanced. 
Under this head the writer discusses fetichism, metempsy- 
chosis, beginnings of religion, polytheism, mythology, and 
phallism. 

The religipns of Brahmanism and Buddhism receive their 
full measure of attention, as do also the religions of Per- 
sia, Chaldea, China, Thibet, Egypt, Assyria, Phoniois, 
Greece, Rome, of the Teutons and Druids. Judaism and 
Mohammedaniam are treated in an interesting aud instructiv 
manner, while Christianity eomes in for nearly four hun- 
dred pages of notice. 

I feel rich in the possession of this grand work, this 
encyclopedia of gods and religions, and am profoundly 
grateful to D. M. Bennett for compiling and publishing it at 
such a very low price as to put it within the reach of all. 

W, 8. BELL. 


THOMAS PAINE, the Apostle of Religious and Political Lib- 
erty. By John E. Remsburg. Boston: J. P. Mendum. 
Price, 50 cents in paper ; cloth, 75 cents. 

"This is a pamphlet of 134 pages, divided into three parta, 
with an appendix. Part I. is devoted to his life ; Part II. 
is a review of his character and works; Part III. is a vindi- 
cation. The work is largely drawn from previous biog- 
raphers, and is a condensed statement of the charges brought 
against Paine, and a complete refutation of them. The 
testimonials to his worth occupy forty pages. Mr. Rems- 
burg is an able and at times cloquent writer, and he has 
proved a good editor in this little work, which will be found 
very useful in combating the gross falsehoods retailed by 
the clergy concerning Paine. The work is embellished With 
a fine steel-plate engraving of its hero. 


At His Father's Grave. 


The funeral of Sanford Cartwell, an old Liberal philoso- 
pher, took place at Colusa, Califernis, March 19, 1880. The 


funeral was one of prudence and modesty, the following . 


being the beautiful oration by his son, W. C. Cartwell, at 
the grave: 


Friends : To-day has brought to me the saddest task that 
time is wont to bringforman. Uader no circumstance gave 
by request of him could I speak the last words at the grave 
of my departed father. While we linger a moment here to 
review one of man's and nature’s lovers, each word must be 
of unaffected truth if, like the drum which rolled the dirge 
march, we speak in mufll:d sadness. 

If the world of humanity hed known the throbbings of 
this now still and pulseless heart; if the world of humanity 
had known the sublime motivs of this mind which now must 
giv up its aim, it would realize how great its loss, Justice is 
one advocate poorer, truth has lost an earnest researcher, 
and to-day the goddess of mental liberty stands with one 
less guard. Once taking an infant from its tiny cradle he 
was heard to say, ‘‘ This babe had no choice of life or ex- 
istence, and can it be possible any being of justice and love 
would condemn it to the torment of flames?" Then placing 
it back on its pillow he said, ** My answer is a thousand times 
no." It was then and there, standing with tearful eyes Over 
the cradle wherein slept his first child, he broke the creed 
chains which held him, and like an eagle set free, he soared 


higher and beyond the bonds of selfishuess to the realm of. 


a philanthropist. He would hav bridged the entire world 
with kindness, over which might pass and repass the mes- 
sengers of trutb, honor, and humanity. To this far-reaching 
mind there appeared an agency in the tidal rule and govern- 
ment of mau which told him the close of the nineteenth 
century would bring a “sublime or awful change in the 
affairs in the world." A change, said he, liberating the 
mind from the shackles and chains which hav bound it in 
superstitious servitude or the awful closing of the doors of 
liberty and Freethought to be barred and guarded by the 
joint strength of creeds. In all his arguments snd conten- 
tions for the right he stood firm as the mighty oak, his calm- 
ness defying the power of his foer, and never for one moment 
did he sacrifice principle for policy. He has been a true 
and loving husband, & kind and patient father, and now, 
while to him the world stands but little more than three 
score and ten, death has kissed down his eyelids and he has 
passed to nature's calm repose. We shall look no more on 
this form, for the innumerable and quiet messengers of time 
will come and take the elements and replace them in the 
great labyrinth of the universe, Yer, friends, bis task is 
done; no more for him the cup of sorrow, the losd of care, 
the voice of gladness, or the songs of love. Tc-day he is at 
peaceful rest; he is still; he sleeps. The moment has come 
when ou earth we may giv our fatber our last token of love. 
Springtime flowers will grow around this mound; the glory 
of summer will cherish them in their beauty: stars in silence 
will look down upon this grave. The tears of night will 


' quiver on the marble tomb, but the morning sun will kiss 


them nway. Words cannot contain our love. Let us try to 
not mourn, for his life has been upright. Now, with love for 
the past and present and future, we can but say Farewell! 
Lower dowa the grave-earth easy, now, for each Sound 
would strike hard upon my heart. 


OO 


Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Chicago, says the fattening of beer- 
drinkers is not duo to increased nutrition, but to the fact 
that it retards the natural and healthy waste of tissues, and 
causes a retaining of old material after it should be carried 
In this way beer impaira the vital powers aud prc- 


all brains cogitate upon it, and all tongues talk about it. | D. M, Bennett, and will polnt the finger of shame not slove disposes the system to yield readily to morbid influences of 
The sient, effectiy work each one will accomplish will | to the man with the little pistol, but to the bulldozers of tha avy kind to which ong ja exposed. Fool! s Heal) Monthly, 


Che Qut Seeker, 


‘detters from Friends. 


To Tue Eprrog or Tug TRUTH SERKER, Sir: Your 
sympathy for the Greenback Libor party, at the same 
time proposing to support Hancock, cannot be politic. 
I was of opinion yon would be the last man to desert a truth 


that you had found ; that you would '* freeze" to it sooner. 


You seem to think General Weaver stands not a shadow 
of a chance for an electior, and a vote ca«t for him would 
be thrown away. If all are made to think and act as you 
propose he certainly will not grt an electoral vote. If every 
voter who believes in the soundness, stability, and truth set 


forth in the Greenback platform would stand by those prin-. 


ciples, General Weaver would be elected without a doubt. 
Our only hope juat now is to bring the election into the 
House, where General Weaver will stand as good a chance 
of an election as either of the other two candidates—Green- 
backers, so-called, having the balance of power. The fear 
that Weaver will not receive an electoral vote, or enough to 
carry him into the House, is erroneous, provided his friends 
wi!l stand by him. 

Every voter should remember that the issue between Gar- 
field and Hancock is simply a struggle for power, There 
can be no political issue, judging by the platforms. They 
stand upon the same planks. ‘The issue really is between 
the two old fossils and the Greenback-Labor party. Those 
machine politicians propose to divert the attention of the 
voters from the truths set forth in the Greenback platform 
by not attacking them. They will not make war upon that 
platform before the people. Silence is their strongest wea- 
‘pon, and they know it. 

‘If you will define in the crucible of the brain the issue 
between Republican and Democrat you will find them to be 
six the one and half-dozen the other. 

They bay marched, counter-marched, fought, and bled, 
and should die in each other’s embrace, and be cremated in 
the same furnace. Just think for a moment what they hav 
jointly brought upon tbe country. They armed brothers 
with daggers. and sent them on the mission of fraternal 

blood, thereby sending a mourner's beach iuto every house- 
hold in the land. ‘They are now jointly riveting chains 


broken from a few African slaves upon the Caucasians of 


this country, by playing into the hands of despots. 

You speak of the many issues involving the country, yet 
none nor all can be equal in importance to the financial ques- 
tion, upon which those old parties are a unit. 

In a very few years they jointly created and settled upon 
the country a debt never equaled by any despotism upon 
earth in the same leng:h of time. Worse; they each demand 
the people to pay double the amount contracted for. All of 
which has been done by their joint manipulations with 
Aaron’s bull-calf. i : 

They hav jointly stolen from the people the greatest do- 

-main ever known to the world. All has gone for a mess 

of pottage. They now stand ready to continue their plun- 
der system, With frauds unequaled in the history of man. 
"Wouid rather operate separately, but jointly if need be. 

General Hancock may be an honest man. He is doubtless 
& good soldier. As a statesman he has no record. One 
thing however is evident—the party believe they will be 
able to control him. His companion for office. English, 
with the indorsement of tbe Democracy of the Wall street 


^- gold- gamblers, is quite sufficient for an alarm. > 
Principles in poiitics and religion we demand, and they 


are proper subjects for discussion. So far as the platforms 
of the old fossil parties are concerned they are like orthodox 
religion—not to be questioned. Thev are platitudes, twad- 
dle, not of the peopie, The honest voter hud nothing more 
to do in the framing of those platforms than Fijis. 

The blarney. about honest money, money convertible into 
coin, is as despotic in principle as words can be. All the 
planks in those platforms are machine made. The Repub- 
licans are “plumed upon glory." The Democracy are any- 
thing to regain. the power, believing, with the Republicans, 
that the masses of the people are ready for both whip and 
Spur. For the ''dear sovereign people " they hav the same 
love that & greyhound has for a horned ewe, or that Mr. 
Truesdell has for the opinion of à common man touching 
national currency, so Called. 

No, my dear sir, don't ‘‘sear your conscience with 
Demucracy." The party leaders would sell our birthright 
or crawl into a hollow log or upon it for a platform, if they 
thought it would re-seat them in the saddle, They hav nut 
a Jefferson or a Jackson in the party—but Belmonts. 

The Republican party is as cold a8 an iceberg in the Arc- 
tic Sea. Stand by principle, my dear sir, and if defeated, 
jet us pick our flint and try it again. 

: Very respectfully, M. J. HINES. 

RzPLY.—We hav no particular objection to friend Hines 
condemning both the old parties. We are not partisan 
enough to care a straw for that, We hav heretofore been 
Republican, but feeling convinced that that party has be- 
come recreant to its first glorious principles; feeling that it 
has committed many flagrant outrages upon its constituents, 
the people; seeing tnat it has become tainted with the lep- 
rosy of aristocracy and priestly dictation; seeing in the 
attempt to place General Grant a third time in the presi- 
dential chair a decided and alarming tendency to centraliza- 
tion and a ''strong government;" knowing that Hayes, its 
representativ, was controled by priests in a matter which 
should hav been considered only by statesmen; knowing 
that it isa Republican clique herein New York that gave 
Comstock his power, Tas TRUTH SEEKER has felt con- 
strained to sound the alarm. 

We would like to see the government administered on a 
constitutional basis. From the documents put forth by the 
various parties, it seems to us that Hancock is the one who 
would come nearest to our idea of Jeffersonian democratic 
principles. 

Our prophecy that Weaver would not get an electoral 
vote, and that consequently a vote for him is & vote to keep 
the Republican party in power (which we ehould regard as 
a calamity), is likely to come true. Alabama, which he 
Claimed as sure for the Greenbackers, has gone Democratic 
by something over 50,000 majority, although the Green- 
backers united on the ticket with their deadly enemies, the 
Republicans, Talking of the Greenbackers sticking with 
Spartan-like courage to their principles really looks a little 
like buncombe when we see them unite with Republicans 
and hav their candidates’ expenses paid out of Republican 
pockets in one state (Alabama), and with the Democrats in 


another (Maine). 


Angust 15, sag, li 


The politicians who run the machine of the Greenback 
party are, we fear, a good deal like other machine politi- 
cians, while it would be arrcgant indeed for the rank and file 
of any one party to claim that they alone vote for. principle, 
There are undoubtedly good and true men in all the parties. 
The Greenback party, too, has put at the head of its ticket 
one whom the most enthusiastic Greenbacker we know 
denominates a bigot, aud we cannot vote for a bigot. Both 
the other candidates are far more liberal men than Weaver, 
and we support the Democratic candidate because we be- 
lieve that he will abide strictly by the Constitution and not 
endeavor to centralize the government. We also believe 
that he will not be controled by ministere, while Garfield, 
as a preacher,.a prominent member of the Disciples’ church, 
and an activ participant in prayer-meetings, would most 
assuredly be under the influence of the church. Indeed, it 
isan open secret in Garfield’s own neighborhood that he 
was elected to Congress by the Campbellites and kept there 
by them. His chief qualifications were that he was a good 
preacher and prayer, and: belonged to that sect. We hav 
had one goody-good little Sunday-school boy in Washing- 
tow, and this office has felt the effects of it. It does not 
want another ‘ four years Of psalm-singing in the White 
House, "--Ep. T. 8. : 


ST. CATHERINES, ONT., CAN., August 1, 1880. 

To TRE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: l perceive 
that the numerous readers of your able paper are about 
being inflicted with another religious confab—to the exclu- 
sion of other and more valuable matter—like unto the one 
you had some time ago, and against which so many entered 
their protests. ' 

But methinks you will say, ‘‘This will be much more inter- 
esting than the other you speak of, for the reason that the 
combatants are much more able ard better posted on the 
subject-matter under discussion than those you allude to 
were.” T, for one, care not how able or well posted they may 
be; they can educe for argument nothing more than what 
has heretofore been educed and repeated thousands upon 
thousands of times ever since the year one, and that is 
what I take exception to. 

It matters not how good a thing may be, it will make it no 
better to repeat it a thousand times over. I: may be lam the 
only one on this earth who is so thoroughly disgusted with 
repetition, but I apprehend all reasoning, thinking, sensible 
people are more or less disgusted, and take exception to 
Continued repetition upon any subject. 

You will, of course, readily perceive that Mair in his va- 
rious assertions from time to time resorts as usual for proof 
to that wonderful book that has been so much descanted 
upon for centuries past, and it may be proof to some, but 
not to me, and he may hav spent much precious time (per- 
hsps not foolishly) in perusing said book, and, with a reten- 
tiv memory be able to readily repeat it, but does that make 
it reasonable, truthful, and reliable ? 

There are many good sayings in said book (but none the 
better for beiog there), and there are very many bad sayings 
and commands, many of which are attributed to the God of 
the Jews, but I don’t believe in any sueh God of wrath, 
vengeance, and inconsistencies, but rather in an all-creativ 
power which pervades the whole universe ; therefore you 
will readily see why I am not entertained with such debates 
or discussion. O.hers may be, ifso I feel to pity them. It 
may be well enough orally and locally for nose who are 
not quite out of the traces yet. 

` Furthermore, £ will venture to say that Mr. Bennett is 
not entertained with such discussions, for he has to meet 
him on his own ground, which 1 think is not pleasing to 
him. I presume he would much prefer to originate new, 
philosophic, and instruciiv matter, which he is quite capa- 
ble of doing, to occupy the columns of Tux TRUTA SEREKER 
instead of such debates. 

His letters from abioad I hav no doubt will be more en- 
tertaining to thousands of his readers than said debate, and 
I, for one, hope that the circumstance of his going to Brus- 
sels will be the means of ending that same. 

l was much pleased to learn the fact that the ill-feelings 
between Mr. Bennett and Mr. Underwood had been amica- 
bly settled. Mr. Underwood, evidently, has talents which 
should not be lost to the Liberal cause, and I was grieved 
(judging trom reporte) that he had seemingly gone astray, 
put all is well that ends well I shail pray that Tan 
TRUTH SEEKER and its proprietor may now hav a clear 
sea, for a time at least; nothing to mar its peace and pros- 

erity. 
J I Macte forbearance with every one in so far as it can 
be consistently exercised. Rashness often makes trouble. 

Your next Presidential election is a knotty question for 
the Liberals to get over, and unless they decide to wave 
old party feelings for the good of the cause I fear not much 
good will come to them from it, and that will be just what 
wil please your enemies. I take sides with Messrs. Ben- 
nett and Leland, for I think them sound on that question. 
Your Republican party has been in power for a long time— 
from my observation and experience in politics, too long 
for any party to be in power, for however honest and 
reliable they may seem to be at the commencement 
they will become dishonest and corrupt after the second 
term if not before, and you ali know wnat the party now in 
power hav and wnat they hav not done, consequently what 
you may expect of them should they succeed to power 
another term. 

I can readily see from my independent standpoint that 
Messrs. Bennett and Leland's arguments on putting the 
Democratic party in power for & couple of terms would be 
quite beneficial to the Republican party by way of purging 
them of the dishonesty, corruption, and unreliableness 
which hav been accumulating upon them for a quarter of a 
century past. And from the two platforms—and tne two men 
made choice of for President—i think it would redound to 
the good of the Liberal.cause if the Liberal party would 
but fall into line with the Democratic party at your election 
in November next. Your third political party don't 
amount to much as yet. 

Piease overlook my sceming rudeness of expression con- 
cerning your politics, the only excuse I can yiv being my 
zeal for the Liberal cause. Hoping the said election may 
result in the guod of said cause, . 

lremain yours as ever; C. B. THOMPSON, 


RzMARES.— With all respect for our esteemed friend we 
would say with regard to discussions, that they hav aspe- 
cial interest for many readers, especially those who are begin- 
ning to examin theological questions. When each side 
has & chance to say all that can be said in its favor, and 


then the other to combat it, the readers hay à better chance | 


for deciding where the truth lies than by reading one 
side only. As proof of the popularity of thia species of lit- 
erature, it may be stated that debates and discussions be- 
tween Liberals and Christians hav & very good aud steady 
sale. Many prefer to. bear what cen be seid on both sides. 
Many new subscribers to TuE TRUTH SEEKER expressly 
stipulate to hav their time commence with the Discussion. 
We hope our friend, and others who are not partial to a 
discussion will bear. in mind that many are in favor of if. 
It certainly may be hoped that arguments will be used on 
either side that will prove of interest to thousands of read- 
ers. It is doubtless d fiisult to get up much that is really 


new on either side, whether by diecussion or otherwise, but , 


the thoughts can be presented often ina new form. At all 
events, if the discussion is sometimes dull to a portion of 
the readers, it occupies but a small part of the paper and 
there is always much besides that is interesting. It is hoped 
all readers may be suited.—E. T. 8. 


Crincrnnaty, O , August 1, 1880. 

Mr. Enrron: T. C. Leland's political doctrin 18 neiwer 
good nor brave. It looks as if he thought every Liberal 
should turn hypocrit and vote for spite. But itshouid ever 
be remembered that mankind ought to possess a firm princi- 
ple and never be guided by any sore in a tender spot. 
Moreover, the Democratic party is corrupt to its core, and 
no good can ever be gained from it. So getting out of the 
Republican party into the Democratic would be jumping 
trom the frying-pan into the fire. It won't do. Rather let 
all the old corrupt parties go and bravely start a new na- 
tional party, with supreme liberty of thought, and free from 
every sectarian dogma. What if our party be small aud be 
beaten a thousand times! Better be amongst the fallen 
braves than thrown in as a tub to the whale with any party 
that is strong in numbers and much stronger in ignorance, 
We do not want any man of sword and flame. The gun- 
powder party is the curse of nations. Let us hav peace, 
intelligence, and the most progressiv order of things, such 
as every man of sense, reason, and patriotism would hail 
with delight and support with the utmost zeal. 

Let a Liberal ticket be put in the field at the Hornells- 
ville Convention. We hav the finest material on the globe 
to run a campaign. Set the ball rolling, and may it land iu 
the White House! ' T. WINTER. 


[RzPLx.—Those who advocate a separate party for Liber- 


als hav little conception of what it costa to organize and run 
a party. The two large parties in our country will not 
spend in the present campaign less than five or ten millions 
of dollars. To get up candidates for electors in every state, 
and to even make a very slight effort at cauvassing before 
the people, with the electioneerers, ticket-holders, etc., at 
the polle, would cost $100,000 or $200,000. Who is pre- 
pared to furnish the money? Political parties are expensiv 
affairs to run, and those who recommend Liberals having a 
separate party of their own are extremely impractical and 
scarcely know what they are talking about. Even if we 
could raise $50,000, and be able to get up a feeble little 
party, what possible good would it do? None whatever. 
Not half the Liberals would vote the ticket, anyway. We 
would succeed in being laughed at by everybody, and would 
never come Within fifty miles of electing a single officer. 


The better way for Liberals is to co-operate with the party l 


they like the best, and when a party wrongs them seriously, 
to join in with the opposit party and whip them out as 
punishment. —Ep. T. 8.] 


Donations to the Parton Fund. 
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James Brown, $10; J. B. Saepherd, $1; John Van Valken- 
burg, 50 cents; John W. Sherry, $1; Thomas Fryer, $1; Gil- 
bert Arnold, $i ; Jacob Schule, $2; John Rees, $1 ; 8. R. 
Shepherd, $1; Mrs. Grace L. Parkhurst, $10; W. W. Dun- 
ham, $5 ; George Williams, $1; a Rochester Friend, $10 ; 
Mrs. Letsie A. Allen, $10; Jacob L. Reitzel, 25 cents; J. 
H, Cook, 80 cents. 

We here return our grateful thanks for the kindness of 
generous friends. We shall endeavor to prove worthy of 
the confidence bestowed. D. M. B, 


Brussels Donations since Last Report. 


John G. Kendall, $1.00 J. Reithmuller, 100 
Mrs. W. B. Briggs, 100 Soldier and Greenbacker, .25 
Dr. Allen Pence, 1.00 G. H. Hocking, 1.00 


E. E. Curtie, 200 Martha Higgins, 100 
A. Ramsdell, 1.00 D. Williams, 1.00 
Courtlandt Palmer 500 W. F. Porter, 1.00 
Mrs. Louise Post, 10 00 Bamos Parsons, . 5.00 
Thomas V. Lawson, 1.00 Friend from Newark, 2 00 


James Parton, 10 00 


The two recipients of these kindnesses express their 
hearty thanks for the favors thus bestowed. May the gen- 
erous liv forever. 


———— d 9—————-—— 
The ‘ Posters.” 


To THE EDITOR or Tux TRUTH BEExEn, Sir: Please 
publish the following from brother Walser, editor of the 
Lamar (Mo,) Liberal, H. L. G. 

2 Lamar, Mo., Aug. 8, 1880. 

Bro. H. L. Green: Your poster at hand. It makes a fine 
show, and ought to be posted in every town in America, 
They would do more good than a thousand lectures. But few 
will trust themselvs to hear a Liberal lecture. Send me 
some as per stamps inclosed. Yours for the cause, 

G. H. WALSER. 

P. S.—How can we, from western Missour), get the 
proper reduction to attend your Convention ? 

Ans,—Get an excursion ticket to Chautauqua Lake, and 
there get another. H. L. G. 

-mm 

Ws thankfully acknowledge a donation of 80 centa from 

our friend J, H. Cook, of Columbus, Kan,, on the Parton 


Fund, We should hav attended to this much earlier, 
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The Skylark. 
A Song for Children. 
BY OHAS. BRADLEY AND WILLIE FEICKART. 


" Hark ! hark ! the lark at heaven’s gate sings 
And Phoobus ’gins arise, 
His steeds to water at those springs, 
On chaliced flowers that lies; 
And winking Mary buds begin 
To ope their beautsous eyes, 
With everything that pretty bin— 
My lady sweet, arise. 


rise, 
My lady sweet, arise.” 

Nigh to a brook, 
Where I mistook 

My shadow in the water, 
A bluebird sung 
When spring was young, 

And summer piping after. 


Bright April showers 
Kissed the wee flowers 
With soft and dewy kisses; 
By all the powers, 
This world of-ours 
Was made but for the misses! 


Just then a lark, 
A choral spark, 
Flew high above the meadow, 
With unseen wing: 
Still he did sing, 
And this the song he said: “ Oh, 


“Rejoice, rejoice, 
Ye girls and boys; 
May sorrow never fright you; 
While I can fly 
Beneath the sky, 
Ill sing for to delight you." 


In the sad deeps 
Where sorrow sleeps, 
.To wake to sorrow deeper; 
Borrow would end 
If God should send ; 
That tranced song to the sleeper, 


Near unshut doors, 

Where lovelight pours, 
Where waters of life flow, 

All silent stand 

The angel band; 
They’re listening below. 


Wings pressed to breast, 
To the dear nest 

A gilding star he falls: 
Eeho still there, 
Through the still air, 

To answering echo calls. 


—Shakspere. 


UPPLYSNINGENS TIDEHVART 
(AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT). 
A SWEDISH WEEKLY, 


Devoted to the culture of Freethought. to the 
gnvestigation of the religious systems of our 
times. and to the discussion of religious and 
social questions in general. i 
The only Swedish religio-philosophieal publi- 

cation in America. 
TERMS PEB YEAB . . . $2.00 

Exchange is desired with anyother papers in 
any language. 

ERIOKSON & OLSON. 
Grove City, Meeker Oo., Minn. 


For sale, in the Swedish language: 
A BETTER RELIGION. 
By FRANZ HERMAN WISTRAND, 
Editor of the Truth Teller, 
Lake Constance. Buffalo Post-Office, 
] Wright Co.. Minnesota. 
Published by ERICKSON & OLSON, 
] Grove City, Minn. 


Mrs. Besant’s Tracts, 
Prices Reduced. 
PRIOE. 


Natural Religion vs, Revealed 
Religion, 

The Fruits ot Christianity, 

Constructiv Rationalism, 

On Ecernal Torture, 

On Prayer, 

The True Basis of Morality, 

The Gospel of Christianity and the 
Gospel of Freethought, 

Is the Bible Indictable? 

ALSO 

The Law of Population; Its 
Consequences and its Bearings 
Upon Human Conduct and Morals, 

Marriage; As it Was, As it Is, and 
As it should Be, 

The last two contain a fine steel-plate 
engraving of Mrs. Besant. i 
There is no clearer, better writer in 
the English language. 
IN ADDITION. 


The Church and Education, 
On the Religious Education 
of Children, 
Government, By 
Charles Moran. 
Sold at this office. . 


aw ANANN 


40 


An Essay. 
10 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Ohampagne, France, 
“wholly abiured religious dogmas, and lett as his 
“Last Will and Testament” to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, tho above-named work, entitled ‘ Com- 


mon Sense.” 
This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
: much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has pret been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 


gerning the book: 


NEWBURYPORT Mass.. Sept. 23, 1873, 
To Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam: 

The work of the honest Dastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s “Age 
of Reason "is mere milk and water to it, and 
oltaire’s ‘Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared With a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so well, 

JAMES PARTON. 


$1.50; paper, $1.60., N.Y 
RS: 
LI 


MODERN THINKE 


What They Think and Why. 
By V. B. Denslow, LL.D.. 
With an Introduction by 
ROBERT Q. INGERSOLL. , 


The work contains critical essays upon 
Emanuel Swedenborg, and the origin of the 
Ohristian ideas of heaven. hell, and virtue; 
Adam Smith, founder of the'school of Econo- 
mists; Jeremy Bentham, the apostle of law re- 
form and of utilitarianism in morais; Thomas 
Paine and his relations to the Declaration of 
Independence and democracy in America; 
Onaries Fourier, the philosopher of passional 
harmony and eo-operativ association; Herbert 
Spencer, & review of his theories of evolution 
and of morals; Earnst Haeckel, tho demon- 
strator of the doctrin of evolution; Auguste 
Comte, founder of the Positive philosophy and 
pontiff of the " Religion of Humanity ;" and an 
essay on the authorship of Junius. as a Sequel 
to the eritique on Thomas Paine. 

This volume consists of 384 pp.. 12 mo, and is 
illustrated by portraits of each of the eight 
great thinkers, and opens with an introduction 
from the pen of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 

Cloth, $1.50. Sold at this office. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 


WASHINGTON, D. O.. July 19, 1880. 
I wish to notify the pubtic that a Mr, Baldwin, 
of Chicago, also Rhodes & McClure, of the same 
lace, are publisning.pamphlet editions of my 
eotures. l the lectures published by them 
are grossly inaccurate—filled with mistakes, 
horribly printed, and owrageously upjust to 
me, These men are simple literary thieves and 
pirates, and are obtaining money from the pub- 
ie under false pretenses. Itake this course to 
warn the publie that these publications are 
fraudulent. The only correct copies of my lec- 
tures are published by C. P, Farrell. All others 
are published by people who are willing to steal 
from me and defraud the public vender, These 
wretches hav published one lecture under four 

titles. and several others under two or three, 
$m81 R. G. INGERSOLL. 


^ All of e P, Farrell's oditona of Col, Inger- 
oil’s Works, and none others, are cold at thig 
" D, M, BENNETT, 


ice, cloth, 
a D. M.b 


SOCIALISM. 


A REPLY TO 
ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D. D. 
BY AN INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST. 
12mo, 67pp., 25 cts. ; cloth, 50 cts. 


He blames Dr. Hitchcock that the latter per- 
eeives a huge human misery, but neither sees 
nor seeks any other solution than that the 
weakest must go to the wall. It is against his 
passiveness that '' Socialist" cries out. Isthere 
no help for the miserable? he asks. The doc- 
trine that government should merely “protect,” 
he attacks, and insists that it should " assist,” 
also, While he does not believe that * property 
is robbery,” or wholly subscribe to “the world 
owes me à living," he affirms "the world owes 
me à chance to make a living."—XN. Y. Herald. 


Epicurus: or, a Few 
 Davs in Athens. 


Being the Translation of a Greek Mss, dis. 
covered in Herculaneum. 


BY FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Oontalning a copy of the hoad of Epicurus. 
Price 15 centa, For sale by 


D. M.BENNETT, 
141 ath street, New York. N.Y. 


A New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY, 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 


Graduate of the Hygeio- Therapeutic College 
and the New York Phrenological ` 
Institute. 


This work is intended both as a chart for the 
use of phrenologists and & text-book for stu- 
dents of phrenology. As a chart it will be 
found fulier and more complete than any other 
work of its size on this subject. It contains in 
addition to the ‘‘Table of Developments,” one 
of “Adaptation to Different Pursuits,” and one 
of ‘Conjugal Adaptation.” These tables being 
perfectly easy to understand, are calculated to 
render the work at once both interesting and 
useful. The work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
functions, health, ete.. and all the faculties and 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvement. Its explanation 
of the principles of phrenology, ete., and its 
other important remarks will be found well 
adapted to the needs of students and others 
who may desire to aequirean elementary knowl- 
edge of phrenology with as little outlay of time 
and labor as possible. In short, this work will 
be found well adapted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and phrenological examiners. 

The work contains 105 pages, with an excellent 
map of the head, showing the locations of all 
the faculties, and is handsomely printed and 
bound. Price, paper, 60 cents; cloth. 76 cents. 

ress Dp. M. BENN * 
141 Eighth 8t., N. Y. 


FIFTY CENTS 
Will pay for 


DR. FOOTES HHALIH MONTHLY 
For one year and for the AMEBIOAN ILLUSTBAT- 
ED PRONOUNOING PookgT DIOTIONARY. cone 
taining 30,000 words. 


ONE DOLLAR will pay for DR. FOOTE'S 


HEALTH MONTHLY 
For one year and for a large center-table book 
containing the Oomplete Works of Shakspere ! 
Do not forget to send 25 cents to pay postage or 
35 cents if you want it registered, Address 
MURBAY HILL PUBLIBHING 00.. 
129 E asth gt., New Xork city, 


- | Foote) 


The Gods and Religions 


Ancient and Modem Times. 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes. 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 


Volume I, treats principally on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume II. givs afull 


description of the Religions of Ancient and |. 


Modern Times. An interesting and instruc- 
tive Work. Incloth, $8 per vol. the two vyol- 
umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
vol., or $7 for the two volumes. In Morocco 
and Gilt Edges, $4.50 per vol., or $8 for the 
two volumes. Sent free of postage. 


MACHINERY. 


Hand, Foot, and Power Presses Die work 
of all kinds. Perforating Dies 
a Specialty. 
E. B. STIMPSON, 31 Spruce 8t., N. Y. 
tJan8l. : 


CHRONIC DISEASES. 


Embracing those of the Blood and Nerves, the 
Diseases of Men, the Diseases of Women, and 
the various causes, physical and social, loadin; 


to them are en treated by that plainest o 
books, PLAIN HOME TALK, EMBRACING 
MEDICAL COMMON BENSE — nearty 1.000 


pages, 200 illustrations -by DR. E. B. FOOTE 
of 120 Lexington Ave. New York, to whom all 
letters from the sick should be addressed. 
n its issue for January 19,1878, Mr. Bennett’s 
RUTH SEEKER thus speaks of DR. FOOTE and 
his medical publications: " We know him (Dr. 
personaliy and intimately, and we say, 

with all the assurance that knowledge imparts 
that he is a man ofthe highest incentives and. 
motives, whose life has been spent in instruct- 
ing and improving nis fellow-beings by giving 
such information as is well calculated to ena- 
ble them to be more healthy, more happy, and 
to be better and more useful men and women. 
His medical works possess the highest value, 
and hav been introduced and thorougly read in 
hundreds of thousands of families, who, to-day, 
stand ready to bear willing: testimony to the 
great bene: t they hav derived from the physio- 
logical, hygienic, and moral lessons which he 


has so ably imparted. 

Purehasers of PLAIN HOME TALK are at 
liberty to CONSULT ITS AUTHOR in person or 
by mel BP. Erice ofthe pew Eopular Edi- 

on. by mail, pos r „On 50. Oon- 
HEIN CD 

129 Hast 28th Street New York. 


DR. KINGET’S NEW BOOK. 


“MEDICAL 600) SENSE" 


—A — 
PRIVATE READING FOR MARRIED PEOPLE. 


—EMBEBAOING— 
SEXUAL PHILOSOPHY AND PHYSIOLOGI- 
OAL MARRIAGE, 


Containing over 500 illustrated pages, well 
bound—price $2, It treats of the nature, causes. 
treatment of, and prescriptions for acute and 
chronic diseases. It unfolds some of the deep- 
est mysteries of human nature in the genera- 
tion and development of life, sexual relation- 
ship, marriage, parentage, and offspring, all 
viewed from a secular standpoint. It fully 
answers numerous questions, the delicate 
nature of which prevents thousands of women 
from asking. Any person sending $1.50 before 
the day of publication, this fall, will receive a 
copy, well bound, mailed free. Contents table 
sent free for stamp. 7 4 


DE. T. R. KINGET ANNOUNCES 


to his Liberal friends and patients throughout 
the United States and Oanadas that he is, as 
usual, treating 


ALL OHRONIO DISEASES, 


and positively curing ninety Der cent of those 
pronounced ineurable. Having had over thirty 
years’ experience, Dr. K, is meeting with re- 
markable success in curing obstinate cases of 
Spermatorrhoea, Seminal Weakness, Nervous 
Debility, Impotency in both sexes, Epilepsy, 
Paralysis, Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Oatarrh, 
Asthma. Bronchit: 8, Oonsumption, Dysentery, 
Piles. Diseases of the n 
Genital Organs, and, a diseases of women 

nsw on Free. ress 

č T. R. KINGET., M. D., 
317 East 14th 8t., New York. 
Questions for Invalids free. . 


Six Lectures on Astronomv. 


By PROF, RICHARD A. PRoOTOR, 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city,in the winter of 1875-6,and were re. 
orted honographically expressly for THE 
BUTH BEEEEB by Miss M. B. Gonteharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever de= 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents. 
The titles of the Lectures are: 
" oup of Worlds 
Il. fe and Death of Worlds. 
IIL Other Worlds than Ours. 
Y: The Great Mysteries of the Uni 
» The Great Mysteries of the Universe. 
VÍ. Beligion and Astronomy, 


D. M. BENNETT. 141 Elgbth st.. N, Y. 


I 


THE 


CLERGYMAN'S VICTIMS. 


A Radical Romance. 
pers 
MRS. J. E. BALL. 


This pamphlet of over 100 pages isa pleasing 
&nimated, domestic story, presenting Liberal 
thought in an agreeable manner. and will be 
read by thousands where heavier, drier, and 
more philosophical and metaphysical works 
are nof preferred, It is a good story to lend 


* Ohristian neizhhors to read, Price, 45 conte, 


THE 
| Anonymous Hypothesis 


Creation. 
A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
Account. 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Oloth; price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth St.. N. Y. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. : 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of ** The Iliad of the East,” '* Xavier ` 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 


404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 

Power, eloquence, and originality character- 
ize " Nathaniel Vaughan ” to a degree very un- 
ysual among modern novel8s.—Illustrated Lon- 

on News. ) 

An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own, It is really an artistic composition, 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the eanvas.— Westminster Review. 

D. M. BENNETT, Publisher. 141 Hizhth St.. N.Y 


An Occult Mystery. 
WHO CAN SOLVE IT? 


A new phenomenal means of curing the sick. 
Bafe, reliable, astonishing, successful, available 
everywhere. Address . 

. J, M. MOSELEY., 


DR 
13!27 141 South 8th Bt., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


KNOW THYSELF! 
e 

6 HE untold miseries that re- 

sult from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medicai work vub- 
lished-by the PEABODY MED. 
ICAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 


ntitled The Science of Life; 
r, Self Preservation, 


and manhood regained. 

. Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. It is a standard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price ofthebook, Bound in French 
cloth : price only $1, sent by mail post-paid. 

e London Lancet says: “No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. : . 

The author refers by permission to Hon. 
P. A. BISSELL, M.D., President of the Nation- 
al Medical Association. 

Boston, Mass. The author HEAL 
may be consulted on all di 


Address Dr. W. H. PAR 
Ba 
enaga requiring skill and ex- THYSELF 


ER, No. 4 Bulfinch "street, 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 
BY 
VOLTAIRE. 


Translated from the French by Miss Ellen 
Carroll. The firsttime ever published in Eng- 
lish. The pamphlet contains nearly 500 of Vol- 
taire’s sharp, terse, sarcastic, scathing defini- 
tions of theological and ecclesiastical subjects, 
terms, and dogmas. There is nothing in the 
world like it. Everybodv ought to hav a copy. 
180 pages. Price, only 25 cents, 


AN OUTLINE 


OF THE 


FRENGH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 


RESULTS. 
BY W. S. BELL. 


Thereis probably no period of history in the 
world moreinteresting or moreimportant than 
the Freneh Revolution in the last century, and 
Mr. Bellhas traced it ably and in an interestin 
manner. Every one who reads it will be leased 
with it. Price. #5 cents. Send to this office. 


THE 


: JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
PROF. W. F. JAMIESON, 


Of Chicago, Ill., and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 


Of Kentucky. 


Held in Kirksville, Mo., during nine evenings 
—May 20-29, 1876. Synopsis report--official. 
This book of 220 pages givs an interesting pres- 
entation of. the theological questions which 
divide Ohristians and Liberals. Ths Rev. 
Ditzler is. regarded as an able defender of his 
favorit Christian doctrins, but it will undoubt- 
edly be admitted by the reader that Prof. W. F. 
Jamieson fully met all he had to offer. Obris- 
tian readers will take more kindly to a work of 
this kind, giving both sides an equally fair 
chance, than to books on our side only. 

M no in Dapersovers 50 cents: well bound, 
cents. 


THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


A collection of songs by Whittier, Longfellow, 
Bryant, Tennyson, and others, set to familiar 
tunes. Designed for Liberal Leagues and other 
meetings. and in Liberal homes. Compiled and 
edited by Eliza Boardman Burnz. Price, half 
bound and on heavy paper, 26 cents ; one hun- 
dred copies, $15.00; fifty, $8.00: twenty-five 
$5.00. Paver covers. 15 Gents; one hundred 
copies. $10.00; fifty. $5.00; twenty-five coples, 
$3,00. Two cents per copy additional must be 
gent to prepay postage on all wholesale orders, 
Address all orders to D, M, BENNETT, 


idneys, Bladder, | 
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WHAT ‘IS MONEY ? NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


The Real Issue. 


MOSES HULL. 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes it is just the thing. 
Contains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
ascientific money. 

The Commoner says : 


“Nothing has been written which will do ag! 


good „work as this, Itis worth its weight in 
gold, 
Price 10 cents, Sold by, D. M. BENNETT, 
ces 141 Eightn st., New York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK, 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form ; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can ba positively 
cured by an original system of practice. It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
ali the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING OO, 
199 Bast Rth Atrast.. Nv 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment. 

Revised and Enlarged Edition. 

72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth 8t., N. Y. 


A- The Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes and selis an imperfect, disordsred, and 
mangled edition. with all the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1860, from which it was 
pirated by the late B. 8. Jones. 


SKS AAT 


‘VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
praetice will prove. 

Oures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 
Sexual! Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and 
other causes, producing some of the fol- 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
slong (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
o Bight, efective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples ‘on Face, 


version to Society of Fə- 


‘males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 


er, ote,, otc... rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy. are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor’s latest and greatest medical discovery. 
and which he has so far prescribed for this 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single caso, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
ad been in the Insane asylums, many had 
alling Sickness- Fits; others upon the verge 
of consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
emselves. 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely oradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrhea, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, All diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhea, 
etc., treated with equal success. ` 

R. R. P. FELLOWS has within the last fiftee 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given up by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the nid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill, There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge n preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of tho complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 
Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhaa, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magistiate. which 
ks positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doetor’s great skill. 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Inclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 

[From the Western Reformer.] 


“DR. R. P. FELLOWS 
is a highly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an original system of practice, and ts 
erfectly rellable and trustworthy. We hav 
eard many flattering reports of his successful 
auras of diseases incident ta humanity.” 


H 


THE 

Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
AND THE 

Pathologv and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
for Women. 

Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874, 

Cloth: price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Higbth Bt. N. X. 


A DEBATE 


BETWEEN 


; COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 3 cents. For sale at 
this office. 


Issues of the Age. 
CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. _ 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00, 

Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by exaniples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus. ` 

An admirably written, scholarly volume, —N. 
Y. Graphic. 

He presents & safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific. philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced.—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought. He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
Dirations.—. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of "The Essence of Christianity,” ete 
Translated from the German. 
Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts, (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 
Our politics. our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham. The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immnraltv of our age!—Ecíraat. 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH B£EKER. It is the beston the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manper that that sad 
-tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 

Price 10 cents. 


ul giri BENI: City. 
JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book ! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
eal Gun. 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 


Being a reply to Joan T. PERRY'S “ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed, 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isa review of Kersey Graves’ “ Sixteen 
Orucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy, The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Oourt,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities. one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their eross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selves, Dut condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This feature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn '' state's evi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 


ling. Theworkis enlivened by numerous anec- 


dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, "A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry. and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either.” 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
Work comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 


For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 
THE E 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OB THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 

An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Justout. By 


COURT ALM 
Price, 28 conta, ae FAUMER. 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seeker:” 

Antiquity of Christianity. 

BY JOHN ALBERGER, 
12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 


This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 
Character .of the origin of tne religion of 
christ. : . 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Thelogy, Etc. 


BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefly intended to 


uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forees and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author, 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 


Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man. 
Judaism, Etc. > 
BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


e 
Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 
A concise account of the Christian religion. 


and all the prominent religions before and 
since Ohristianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


LOVE VENTURES, 


A rose tinted record of love in the tropics, 
with strange and startling adventures thereto 
belonging. Price, 50 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $1.00. 


. " e e 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 


BY C. G. DAVID. 
Price, 76 cents. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A critical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante. 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12m0, 327 pp, $2.00. 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 852 pp. . . $179. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation of the Ohristian church, 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting, 

BY A. R. COOPER. 
12m0. 48 pp; paper, 20 cts. ; flexible cloth, 35 cts. 
THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 


BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


% THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris- 
tianity 

This is a very valuable and concise work, and 

states in plain and unmistakable language the 


reasons why Ohristianity is a failure, Price, 50 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


— 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 
Paper, 12mo, 68 pages; price, 25 cents, 


The Rights of Man.” By THOMAS 

AINE. Written in defense of his fellow- 
man. A work almost without & peer in the 
world, Large type. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 
80 cents. ` 

Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BLANCHARD. 12mo. Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth. 75 cents, 

The Heathens of the Heath, By 
Wa. McDONNELL, author of Exeter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
$1.50. 

Career of Religious Ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science. 
By Hupson TurTLE. Au able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world. 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 765 cents. 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M. 
Bennerr, Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $1.00, 

The Humphrey-Bennett Discus- 
sion. A debate between Rev. G. H. Hum- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of ‘‘The Truth Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did cohelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3. Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cloth (550 
pp.), $1.00. 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Prot. O. A. BURGESS, President of 
the Northwestern Christian University at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Ont., commencing June 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke. First PROPO- 
sition: '' The Christian Religion, as set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin." Burgess in the afirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. BECOND 
PnorosrrtoN: '''The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin.” Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the neg- 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, S$ 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundatic  Contrasted with its 
Superstructure. By W. R. Gree, au- 
thor of ‘‘ Enigmas of Life," '* Literary ana 
Social Judgments,” etc. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the '' Fortnightly 
Review,” says: ‘‘Some twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most 
zminent men of science asked, ‘ Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg’s Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
‘was that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg, coming later, had the advantage of 
access 10 many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on all. 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally to 
so thorough, Clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been 80 long before the'public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical , argument —occupying* precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable,” 

One volume, Crown octavo, wits com- 
plete index. The London edition sold for 
$5. Price of American editioa, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples De- 
bate. Between B. F. UwDERWuCO, of 
Boston, and the Rev. JOHN Marries, of 
Toronto, Ont. Held at Napanee, Ont., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed; 
First: “That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are Illogical and con- 
trary «© Reason.”  SECoND: ‘‘ The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond all other hooks its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood de- 


nies, Reported in fu!l, and revised by the 
debaters. 111 pp. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
60 cenis. 


interrogatories to Jehovah. By 
D. M. BENNETT. A series of close questions 
upon a great variety of subjects, irom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, the 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embraced by the 
Church. With a tull-length portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Answer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturally-Re- 
vealed, Infaliibly-Inspired, and Miraculously- 
Attested Religion in the World? By E. E. 
Quip, ex-Universalist clergyman ; togeiher 
with a sketch of the author. 1n four parts. 
Paper, 30 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Seeker Leaflets, of two pages 
each. Thirty-two in nmbver; 4 cents per 
dozen; $8 cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $92.00 per thousand. 

Adventures of Elder Triptolemus 
Tub. Comprises important aud starting 
disclosures concerning hell, its magnitude, 
morals, employments, climate, eic. By 
xwv. GEORGE NOGERS. A rich, interesting 
lithe work, Paper, 15 cente - | 
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Ge Truth Seeker, Angust 15, 1880. 


Gems of Thought. 


Odds and Ends. 


CUT out the rotten from your apple; 
The apple eats the sweeter, — —Tennyson. 


In the present state of the world itis practi- 
cally impossibte that writings which are read 
by the instructed can be kept from the unin- 
structed. Ifthe teachers of mankind are to be 
cognizant of all that they ought to know, every- 
thing must be freeto be written and published 
without restraint.— Mill. 


In examining the evidences of Christianity, 
let every prepossession be swept away and 
room be left for the understanding to expatiate 
without fear and without incumbrance. .- 
No partiality of the heart or fancy is to be ad- 
mitted, and no other influence acknowledged 
than the influence of evi3enee over the convic- 
tions of the under Rename Thomas Chal- 
mers. 


IN studies, whatsoever a man commandeth 
upon himself, let him set hours for it; but 
whatsoever is agreeable to his nature, let him 
take no care for any set times, for his thoughts 
will fly to it of themselvs. so as the spaces of 
other business or studies will suffice. A man’s 
nature runs either to herbs or weeds ; therefore 
Jet him seasonably water the one ) and destroy 
the other.—Bacon, 


COURAGE, when it is a virtue, is the sacrifice 
ofour personal safety to the interests of our 
kind, which rises to its highest pitch in the case 
of martyrdom. Temperance fits us to perform 
our duty to society, and spares, while intem- 
perance wastes, the common store. Chastity is, 
in like manner, a sacrifice of the sensual. ani- 
mal passions to the social principle. since the 
indulgence of lust both involves the corruption 
and misery of its victims,and destroys in the 
man who indul&ss it the capacity for pure af- 
fection.— Goldwin Smith. : 


BE mine a philosopher’s life. in the qulet, 
woodlaud ways. 

Where, if I cannot be gay, let a passionless peace 
be my lot; 

Far off from tne clamor of liars, belied in the: 
hubbub of lies. 


. From the long-necked geese of the world that 


are ever hissing dispraise 

Because their natures are little, and, whether 
he heed it or not, 

Where each man Walks wlth his head ina cloud 
of poisonous files. — Tennyson, 


Way is it thought so very wicked to be an un- 
believer? Rather, why is it assumed that no 
one can hav difficulties unless he be wicked? 
Because an anathema upon unbelief has been 
appended as a guardian of the creed. It is one 
way, and doubtless a very foolish way. of main- 


. taining the creed, this anathema. When every- 


thing may be lost unless one holds a particular 
belief, and nothing except vulgar lova of truth. 
ean induce one into questioning it, common 
prudence points out the safe course; but really 
itis but a vulgar evidence, this of anathema.— 
Froude. ; 


Tur end of theological dogmatism 1s at hand. 
Less and less will men talk of God "as if he 
were a man on the next street;" of immortality 
as if some one had returned with tidings of the 
land beyond the sea. But if the idea of God 
loses something of warmth, it will gain some- 
thing of pureness. If it becomes less familiar, 
it will become more holy. And the idea of im- 
mortality will not be less but more religious 
when, ceasing to be a dogma, it becomes a ten- 
der hope, ever subordinate to a perfect trust 
thatthe Eternal knoweth what is best. I fear 
no more that men will cease to be religious than 
that they will cease to be moral.—J. W. Chad- 
wick. 

. A MI£GIVING. 
Past praise, past blame, past joys. and past re- 
grets, 
- At length thou sleepest cold in thy green 
grave. . 
Where the close dew, the mourning cypress 
wets, 
And the wind sobbeth low or frenziedly doth 
rave. 
Is, then, the strife all done, 
Is, then, the rest. all won. 
For which the weary hearts of toilsome mortals 
crave? 


Thrice, oh, thrice blessed tnou if this beso! | 
Boft is the covering of the green, green earth, 
Sweet is the sleep that knows not joy or woe, 
Remote alike from tears or feverish, restless 
‘mirth. 
Is, then, the strife all done, 
Or but the strife begun? 
Vain quest! The dead are silent. Pac wieaae 
hath its girth. —Canadian Spectator, 


Tgx anxious, believing Christian says. "I 
would be exceedingly glad to get you out of the 
gloom of Atheism.” But there he is certainly 
inthe wrong. Atheism is far from gloomy. it 
is full of light, brightness, and beauty. It has 
no "original sin;" no “man was made to 
mourB;" no dark, gioomy, terrible hells, and 
no fears of what may be after death. But allis 
hopetul. cheerful. and pleasant. Atheism sees 
the loving hand of nature in all that exists. 
Happiness. health.and joy arethe boonof every 
living being by nature’s bounteous. all-giving 
behest; but as there are exceptions to all rules, 
the siskness, suffering. and misery that visit 
one here and another there shadow somewhat 
the brightness of the picture. Yet perhaps life, 
as a whole, is no less enjoyable because of the 
somber elouds that flit across its sunny fields, 
Contrasts giv one a keener sense of apprecia- 
tion. for we priza the lovable and the enjoyable 
all the more by thecomparison with their oppo- 
sits, I would like the believer to show me one 
Atheist who is gloomy; one who is not more 
buoyant, more happy, and more full of the joy 
of living than the average Christian is,—Elmina 
BD, Slenker, 


Ir will take & pretty hard frost to kill the 
speech crop that is coming on now. 


Tur heft of a woman cannot, with any amount 
of correctness, be arrived at when judging by 
her sighs. 


Miss Tanner. who recently married a widow- 
er named Hyde, with eleven children. says she 
has given up tanning and is now dressing 
Hydes, 


THE young man who dropped a ten-cent pieca 
down his sweetheart’s neck and called her a 
dime savings bank, had a dividend declared on 
the spot. 


A PHILADELPHIA debating society is wrest- 
ling with the question," Oan a married man be 
a Free Mason?" He can provided he is not 
“lectured " to death at home. 


**Jurrvs, did you ’tend de las’ meatin’ ob de 
debatin’ society?” ‘Yes. sir." “Well, what 


wur de fust ting dat cum afore de house [n 


" Why, it was a charcoal cart.” 


“Pa” said a six-year old cherub to his pa-. 


"when is a locomotiv like a 
" When it is fired 


ternal aneestor. 
rocket? "Giv it up, sonny.” 
up.” replied the cherub. 


A xouNG gentleman was accusing another of 
having a big mouth. “Yes.” said the other. 
“but nature had to make yours small so as to 
giv you plenty of cheek.” 


2 Mo “ What is an abbreviation ?” Schol- 
: “A shortening.” Teacher: “ Yes; giv me 
an "example." Scholar: '' Some folks use butter, 


‘but mother says hog’s lard is good enough for 


anybody.” 


face pettishly exclaimed, "I wish I knew the 
best placs to hav a boil!” to which his little girl 
responded. *“ Why. papa. the tea kettle is the 
best place for a boil!” 


Proprietors of hotels at seaside resorts are ; 
endeavoring to get up arush of visitors through 
skilfully written newspaper articles, hinting 
that the female bathing costume is shockingly 
immodest this season. 


strange men walk into houses and abstract fifty 


or & hundred dollars from a bureau drawer, | 


He says he couldn't do it in his own house, and 
he knows every nook and corner in it. 


THERE ara mean men in this world, and in 
that class may be reckoned John Snedicker, of 
Jersey City. who. hearing that two of his brag- 
ging friends had gone fishing, hled him to the 
market and bought every trout to be had. 


He had one son hanged, another son in the 
penitentiary. and his wife eloped with achromo 
peddler. "Hav you any family?" he was asked 
by a fellow-passenger. “None to speak of,” 
was the prompt response to the census man. 


“TLL teach you to lie. and steal, and smoke, ! 78, 
and use profane language,” said an irate Gal- | 74, Daniel in the Ljon's Den. Bennett, 
veston parent to his eldest offspring, at the same | 75, An Hour wii evil. 


time swinging a good-sized sapling; ''I'll teach 
you, you young scamp.” ‘' Never mind, father, | e$ 
I know all them branches already.” 


A YANKEE stopped at a Saratoga hotel and the 
landlord charged: him $5 a day for five days. 
" Didn't you make a mistake?" ‘‘No,” said the 
clerk. " Yes you did; you thought you got all 
the money I had, but you are mistaken. I hava 
whole purse full in another pocket.” 


A youne man who livs in a boarding-house 
wants to know how he ean play the violin with- 
out disturbing the other boarders. Soap the 
pow. young man.soap the bow, and bathe the 
strings twice a day in sweet oil. Then you can 
sit up all night and play overtures, and nobody 
will mind it. : 


AN Irishman who had a pig in his back yard 
was observed to adopt the constant practice of 
filling it to repletion one day and starving it 
the next. On being asked his reason for doing 
so he replied, "Och, sure, and isn’t it that I like 
to hav bacon with a strake o' fat and a strake o' 


lane, aiqually, one after the t'other?" 


"Yzs," said the witness, "I remember the 
defendant's mother crying on the occasion 
referred to. She was weeping with her left eye 
—the only one she has—and the tears were run- 
ning down her right cheek.” “What!” ex- 
claimed the judge, “how could that be?" 
" Please, your honor." said the witness. ' ghe 
was awlully cross-eyed!” 


AN agent who had sold a Dutchman some 
goods was to deliver them at the residence of the 
purchaser. The Dutchman gave him the fol- 
lowing directions: ''You shoost goes behind 
de church; den you turns up de right for a 
while till you comes to & house mit a pig hog in 
der yard. Dot's me." 


A GENTLEMAN being threatened with an infeoc- 
tious fever, said to his littla son who in an 
affectionate mood wished to embrace him. 
" You musn’t hug me; you'll catch the fever.” 
Willie, standing back, looked in amazement 
upon his pana. who, by the way. is a pattern of 
propriety, and quickly asked,'' Why. papa, who 
did you hug?” 


Sue chucked him under the chin, and then 
I saw him seiza her hand; 

The light from her diamond ring it flashed, 
Like a star supremely grand, 

I heard him whisper of love and truth, 
But she turned away her head, 

And told the beautiful] smiling youth 
She’d rather hav cream instead, 


WANTED. 


i A healthy, d Fn Yoman, and to dọ din- 
ng-room work in Dr.Lyon's boarding hi 
and Hygeian Home. pa i SHE ae 
R. J. S, 
193 Box 247, Springield, Mo, 


‘84, Tribute to Th 


zn 1 Elishathe P 
À MAN Who was suffering from a boil on his 4% Did Jes 


| 51, Sixteen ana th Seeker Leaflets 


Colem: 
| 56. Bible Gontradictions 
HARVEY SMIGGINS says that it puzzles him how 57. Josug Nota PerfectOharacter, Underwood. 


| 70. Vicarious Atonement. J. 


Ww. Christian Love Q.L.James 


Truth Seeker Tracts 


No. Revised List. Cts 
1. Discussion ^n Frayer D. M. Bennett and 


two Olergym: 8 

z The Story of Oreation, Bennett. 5 
The Old Snake Btory. 2 

x ape Btory of the Flood. t : 
e ues of Egyv P 

11. Korah, Parham, 3 Abiram., Bennett 2 
12, Balaam and his As 2 
13. Ola Abe and: of Pries d 8 
14, Old Abe and Litile ee M nors 3 
36. dome to Dinner. » 2 
16, Fog Horn Documents. E 2 
1T. The Devil Still Ahead, as 2 
18. Blipped Up Aga 2 
19. Joshua Bto Stopp ne r the Sun and Moon. D. 5 

. en 

20. Samson and his Exploits. Bennett, 2 
21. The Great Wrestling Match. 2 
22, Discussion with Elder Shelton. '' 10 
28. Be PLE Hider Shelton’s Fourth Letter. : 
24. Ofvistinnd at W Work. Wm. McDonnell. 5 
45. Discussion with Geo. Snode. Bennett. 5 
26. Underwood's Prayer. 1 
27, Honest t Questions and Honest Answers. E 
28. Alessandro di Gagitosteo. O.Botheran, _ 10 
99, Paine Hall Dedication Address, B, E. 2 
Underwood. 2 


80, Woman's Rights & Man’s Wrongs. Byphers. 

81, Gods and God-hous 

92. The Gods of Superstition a and the God of 
the Universe. ett. 

88. What has Christianity Done? Preston, 


35, Moving the Ark. 
86. Bennett’s Prayer to the Devil. 
87, Short Sermon, Rey, Theologicus, D. D. 
88. Ohristianity nota Moral Byatom, X. X.Z. 
39, - Jhe ook N aint. B. P. Put 
Bible of Nature vs. The Bibles of Men, J. 


41, Our ar Beoloplastical € Gentry, Bennett, 
42, Elijah th " 


n Christianity a Borrowed Bystem. " 
Design Ar gument Befuted. Underwood. 


net ist Bonnett . 
us Roa. xis 
» Orgelty an and | Grodiality ve the Human Race, 


48, Frosthoug Rt in the West, G. L. Henderson, 

49, Sensible! onelusions. E. E, Guild. - 

50. Jonah e Big Fish. D. M. Bennett. 
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. The Fear of Death. D.M.B 
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ers, 
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98. Bnakes, Mrs. Rara D. 'Blenker, 
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141. Infidelity. H* W. Beechor- 3 
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LADIES!!: 
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proved, $10,00. Address SAM, H. PRESTON, 
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WHY DON’T GOD KILL 


THE DEVIL?, 
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(Mich.) School Board. 
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Notes | and Clippings. 


v 


Tax eloquence of a Wisconsin divine on the 
iniquity of any money dealings on the Sabbath 
` had such a telling effect on his enthralled audi- 

ence that not a cent appeared in: the collection 
Plate. e : 


In the sanctimonious village of Delhi, Dela- 
Ware county, a man was recently fined $1 and 
costs for taking a load of hay out of his barn, 
spreading/it out to dry, and then returning it, 
all on Sunday. i E 


Tue Prussian Government, it is said, are 

` seriously thinking of abolishing civil mar- 

riage. They profess to be shocked at the wide 

and rapid spread of irreligion and rationalism, 

and consider that some step like that contem- 

plated is necessary to recall the people toa 
sense of their religious duties. 


G. M. Marz and D. M. Bennett, editor of Tan 
TRUTH SEEKER, are debating the questions of 
the origin of bibles, gods, and religions. and 
‘Vall that the namés imply" in TEE TRUTH 
SEEKER, Mr. Mair handles his side of the case 
with more ability than has any other of his 


class of religionists.—Qloud County. (Kas.) , 


Blade. 


Tan Atheneum says that the publication of the 
revised version of the New Testament will not 


take place until the spring of 1881, when ane 
"E 


Greek texts will, no doubt, be completed. 
editorial work, as regards the revised English 
version, has been intrusted by the universities 
to the Rev. J. Troutbeck, the secretary of the 
New Testament Company. 


D. M. BENNETT, of THE TRUTH ÑEEKER, is 
claimed as an accession to the Hancock rank. 
The Democracy are welcome to him.—Terre 
Haute Express. Now let pagan Bob Ingersoll 
and Dr. Monroe of the Seymour Times flop into 
our ranks and make it unanimous for Hancock. 
The Lord is on our side this year and 80 are all 
the Christians.— Albany Ledger-Standard. 


Gen. Jas, A. GARFIELD İs the Republican can- 
didate for President. Gen, W. 8. Hancock is 
the Democratic candidate. Gen. James B. 
Weaver is the Greenback candidate. Gen. 
Neal Dow is the Prohibition candidate. Gen. 

: Jno. W. Phelps of Vermont is the Anti-Mason- 
ic candidate. Gen. Sasan B. Anthony is the 
Female Suffrage candidate. Gen, D. M. Bonnett 
is the Liberal candidate. and the ghost of Gen. 
Geo. Washington is the Spiritualists’ man. 
Socialists, Babies in long clothes, and the 
Ohinese citizens are yet to hear from.— Mi, 
Pleasant ( Pa.) Times. 


"RABELAIS, Whose statue has just been un- 
velled at Tours, was some time Dootor of Med- 
icine in the University of Montpelier, monk of 
the Franciscan Abby of Seullly. near Ohignon, 
and curate of Meudon, near Paris. where he 
died in his seventieth year, in 1553.. To the 
French clericais Rabelais, although he was pat- 
ronized by popes and petted by cardinals, is as 
much of a" bete noire” asthe loathed Voltaire 
himself, Rabelais did the monastic orders of 
his time in France far greater harm than Henry 
VILL had done them-in England. The bluff 
king only turned them out of their convents and 
robbed them of their land, but the great satirist 
robbed them of their good name and held them 
up to ridicule. ‘ 


Ons of the" tallest yarns” heard for along 
time is the story of W, H. O. Billmire, sexton of 
the Mt, Vernon Methodist Episcopal church of 
Baltimore, who disanpeared last October with 
$3000 pew money. He says he was decoyed 
away from his home, taken into a hack, 
knocked down, chloroformed, and robbed. Af- 
terwards he says he found himself upon a ves- 
sel In Chesapeake Bay, frdm which, when upon 
the ocean, he was transferred to a small boat 
and set adrift. He was picked up by a ship and 
taken to Hong Kong,from whence he worked 
his way back, Although Mr. Billmire is very 
pious, his story is doubted, and he will hava 
chance to prove itin a court Where romancing 
is at a discount : 


Ware at mass last Sunday a congregation at 
Glendore. Ireland, were placed in imminent 
peril by the good Lord they were worshiping. 
A freshet swept through the edifice carrying 
everything before it, Many were drowned, but 


“left undisturbed. 


the priest succeeded in getting on to high 
ground and was saved, which is regarded as 
providential or otherwise, according to the bias 
of the reader. It is curious that the Lord should 
hav chosen to drownthe people who went to 
church, while the sinners who stayed away were 
According to the " fitness of 
things,” be ought to hav pointed a lesson to the 
worldly by taking them and leaving the wor: 
shipers, But“ his ways are not man’s ways,” 
and if the pious are satisfied with his mode of 
conducting his business the worldly ought to 
be. : : 


THE Cincinnati Enquirer some time ago had 
the following bit of political gossip. It is inter- 
esting reading since the nominations : Bob fn- 
gersoll, you know, was an applicant for the 
Spanish Mission, and Blaine interested himself 
in hia behalf. making a direct appeal to Hayes 
in his behalf, He didn’t get the appointment, 


though, and everybody said it was because Mrs, |: 


Hayes put her veto on it, The fact was that 
John Sherman went to H» yes and interfered in 
the matter, holding up his hands in holy hor- 
ror at the idea that the Republican .party, the 
party of morality, the protector of religion, 
and all such stuff, should send abroad a rank 
Infidel to represent it at a foreign court. 


Blaine heard of it indirectly through Schurz, 


who is as much of an Infldel.as Ingersoll, 


: though he dees hold a place in Hayes’ cabinet, 
| and he put Mr. Sherman’s name down in a lit- 


' 


tle blank book to be remembered. 


THE Ohio man, says Peck’s Sun, is always the 
leader in all new enterprises. Last Sundsya 
sad-looking young man entered a church at 


; Columbus, Ohio, and whispered to the sexton 


that he would likea front seat, as he was very 
deaf. The sexton looked into the faded blue 
eyes of the applicant for a front seat, and with 
a sigh led him to the extreme front, where he 
could gaze down the throat of the reverend ex- 
pounder. The service proceeded, and the deaf 
man took it all in. When the orchestra struck 
up he gazed at the soprano as though her sweet 
voice was music to his left ear. He took a 
libretto and followed the course of the opera 
like a thoroughbred, and when the collection 
was taken up he chipped ina lead quarter as 
though it was lead cast upon the waters, which 
would return inatout seven minutes. When 
the minister asked the conundrum, "Let us 
pray.” and clesed his eyes, the deaf man knelt 
down, the choir went to sleep, and all was quiet 
as a store that does not advertise. Then the 
deaf man crawled to the table where the corn- 
popper was that contained the collection mon- 
ey, emptied the contents into his hat, and lit 
out, with the sexton and two deacons following 
him. He was à fraud. Now when a deaf man 
comes to that church the sexton knocks him 
down and drags him out on the steps. 


‘Tae Commissioners of Immigration of this 
elty ashort time ago issued an order which dis- 
pleases very much the city * missionaries ” of 
the various denominations, who look upon 
Castle Garden as a fishing ground whereon they 
eatch gudgeons of all sorts and sizes. By this 
order they were placed upon the same footing 
as other boarding-house runners, being exclud- 
ed from access to the Garden till the officers of 
the Board had finished their connection with 
the immigrants. The reason for the order was 
the continued complaints that the " mission- 
aries ” were using their privilege to influence 
the sale of tickets and of land and the exchange 
of money, receiving therefor commissions 
from the railroad agents and money brokers. 
The missionaries admit keeping boarding- 
houses, where immigrants are charged $1.50 to 
$2.00 per day. and the taking of commissions 
for the sale of tickets and lands, but claim they 
do it for the good of the immigrants, as in their 
houses religious instruction is thrown in with 
the hash and beans free gratis for nothing. Just 
how free prayers and sermons aid the immi- 
grants they do not state, and it is more than 
probable the immigrants would willingly dis- 
pense with them if they could get through New 
York to the West without being robbed at every 
turn by boarding-house keepers, religious and 
otherwise. 


MassAcHUSETTS has a rigorous but neglected 
law that “ whoever travels on the Lord’s day, 
except from necessity or charity, shall be pun- 
ished by fine not exceeding $10 for each ot- 
fense." This statute was enacted as late as 
1886. and is only & slight modification of the 
statute of 1692, which sald, " No traveler, dro- 


ver, hórge dourser, Wagoner, butcher, higgler, 
or any of their servants shall travel on that duy 
or any part thereof, except by some adversity 
‘they are belated and forced to lodge it the 


| woods, wilderness, or highways the night bé- 4 
fore; and in such case to travel no further than | re to the exi 


Events of the Week. 


———nu———————————— 


RioHMOND, Quebeo, is a sufferer by a recent 
ent of $76,000. 


the next inn or place of shelter on that day,|. ApELAIDE NEILSON. the celebrated actress. 


üpon the penalty of 203.” The existing statute 
was habitually taken advantage óf by railroad 
and steamboat compantes in case of accidents 
on Sunday, the defense being successfully made 
when suits for damages were brought, that the 
injured persons were violating the law by trav-. 
eling on Sunday, and therefore could bav no 
legal status in the proceedings. However, in 
the case of a man who, while.driving in Boston 
on Sunday, was bitten by a dog, the Supreme 
Court has just decided that, "though the plein- 
tiff was illegally traveling on the Lovd's day, 
hisillegalaot was nota contributing cause of 
his injury, 80 as to defeat his right to recover.” 
Another recent care was that of à man who, 
having gone to the funeral of a relativ on Sun- 


| day, rode out of his way to call on a friend. He 


was injured by reason of a hole in the street. 
and sued the city for damages, The decision is 
against him, i 


Onan es BRADLAUGH is having all the law, it 
would seem, that one man can handle. Besides 
being sued by a Mr. Henry Lewis Clarke tor 
sitting and votingas M. P. withouthaving taken 
the oath (the penalty for which isa fine of £500), 
he has been obliged to sue a few newspapers 
forlibel. In his proceedings against the Fork- 
shire Post for one very gross slander, he is 
obliged to answer interrogatories not only as 
to doctrins: he has taught and works he has 
published during the whole of his life, but also 
to works he may hav happened to refer to, 
Although these hav little or nothing to do with 
the matter they are relied on to warp the minds 
of religious jurymen, and are calculated to 
greatly annoy Mr. Bradiaugh by putting him to 
great expense. In his suit against the editor 
of another paver, the British Empire, he will, 
probably hav to summon large numbers of 
witnesses from various parts of England to 
speak of what haopened at-leotures delivered 
as far back a8 1860. His friends wish him tosue 
& few more. but he says he is not rich enough 
to afford the luxury. He asks his friends to 
constitute themselvs advocates for him and fight 
his battles where he is slanderously assailed 
by electioneering opponents, Mrs. Besant will 
probably on her own account sue Sir John Hay 
and the Glasgow News for what Mr. Bradiaugh 
calls an “infamous, most cowardly, and utterly 
uncalled for attack.” Mr. Bradliaugh fore- 


‘shadows the necessity of severe retaliations on 


the Tory leaders who permit their followers to 
make unrebuked these indefensible attack upon 
himself and Mrs, Besant. 
E. 

PRACTICAL philosophy, according to the De- 
troit Free Press: ' Walkin’ ont dis mawnin’ to 
behole de bewtiful in natur'," began President 
Gardner as he arose “my mind recollected dat 
I had been axed to splain de true secret o' hap- 
piness. In de fust place, when am a man hap- 
py? Is it when he has lots o’ money—when he 
has fixed his enemy—when he travels an’ sees 
de world—when he has agood home? An’ how 
many grades of happiness kin you count up? 
An’ what am happiness. when you boll it down? 
Happiness, as an old black man like me defines 
it." continued brother Gardner, "am not sto’ 
eloze, a fat wallet, a big house an’ ice cream 
ebery night afore you go to bed. When I looked 
about me arter a wife I didn’t look fur anything 
gaudy. I knew I mus’ ma’ry a black woman or 
none at. ali. I knew she'd be away off on her 
Greek an’ Latin, an’ so when I got my ole 
woman I war’ not abit dis'pinted. She am as 
good as I am, an’ what more can Iask? When 
I war’ free to start out I reasoned dat I mus’ job 
‘round at dis an’ dat, kase I had no trade. I 
nebber counted on havin’ more dan a cordof 
Wood an’ five bushels of 'taters ahead. an’ I 
nebber hav had. I knew I'd hav to liv in a 
small house, own a cheap dog, liv an’ dress 
plainly, an’ keep dis black skin to de grave, an’ 
it has all happened jist as I 'speoted. I am 
happy kase I havo’t ’spected too much. I am 
happy kase I doan’t Agger on what I havn’t got. 
Iam happy kase I reason dat de weather can’t 
allus be fa'r, money can’t allus be plenty. good 
health can’t allus last, an’ yer bes’ fr'ends can’t 
allus be cOunted on. It dar’ am any secret of 
happiness I belleve it am dis, an’ we will now 
begin de reg'lar bizness of de occashun,” 


died suddenly in Paris on the 16th. 


À BIX-DAY go-as-you-please race between men 
and horses is announced to take place ia Obi- 
Gago soon. 

TwxzwrY-own Nihilists were recently tried at 
K iff, Bussla, Two were condemned to death, 
the rest to penal servitude. 


Tum Jesuits in Spain are accused of instigate 
ing a movement to place the very plous pre- 
tender Don Carlos on the Spanish throne. 


Ir is rumored that Russia has been agsisting 
the. Afghans In their recent demonstrations 
against the English army of occupation. 


A Hom# rule demonstration at Glasgow, Boot- 
land, on the 14th was attended by thirty thou- 
sand Irishmen from all parts of Scotland. 


Bix men were poisoned by eating water- 
melone, recently, in Falls county, Texas, dying 
in a few minutes after partaking of the fruit, 


ix a recent contest at Creedmoor rifle range 
between Canadian and American riflemen, the 
Americans were victors by thirty-eight polut s 


Two trotters, Maud 8, and Bt. Julien, made ` 
the fastest time on record on the Rochester 
track on the 12th. Each trotted a mile in 2:111. 


Tug well-known English philanthropist and 
millionaire Lady Burdett-Coutts 18 about to be 
married. She is seventy-seven, he is twenty- 
eight. f 

Forty FiV£ young ladies became *' brides of 
the church” at oue fell swoop in Baltimore, 
Md., onthe 14th They hay entered thé convent 
of Notre Dame in Baltimore county. ` 


A RAILROAD Conductor on the Northern Paolílo 
Railroad killed his wife and immediately atter- 
ward put a bullet through his own head at 
Minneapolis, Minn., on the 13th, 


À LAWYER in Bath, New York, who had been 
clandestinely married to a young lady against 
the wishes of her parents, recently shot and 
killed his wife and then blew his brains out. 


A WHARF at Mount Hope, Mass., upon which 
were standing a large number of excursionists, 
broke down, a few nights ago, throwing them 
into the river. How many Were drowned is not 
knowa. 


A PARTY of grain speculators who some time 
ago purchased sixteen million bushels of wheat 
in order to make & " corner" and control the 
market, hav been compelled to sell out at a loss 
of several million dollars. 


Tar Hudson River Tunnel Company continue 
to pay the wages of the twenty drowned men to 
their widows, and will do so until the tunnel is 
finished. The bodies of the victims will not be 
recovered for a month yet. f 


Fiv& hundred workmen are lying idle at 
Rockaway Beach, unable to leave, and many of 
them actually suffering for food, because the 
builders of a new hotel are unable to pay.them 
the money due them for their services. 


Onz thousand pounds of powder exploded in 
the railroad station at Red Hill. Ool., on the 
13th. blowing the depot and every building in 
the place to atoms, and killing two men and in- 
juring three ofhers, one of them fatally. 


AMBITIOUS young men in different parts of 
the country are trying Dr. Tanner’s pian of 
fasting for forty days, but generally giv in after 
afew days’ trial. Dr. Tanner is now as strong 
and hearty and good-looking as ever. 


A PARTY of men boarded a vessel ut Queens- 
town, Ireland, not long since. and, after secur- 
ing the captain and crew. took several cases of 
rifles from the cargo. It is said to hav been a 
plan arranged by the Fenians to get the arms 
landed. 


Two loaded passenger trains crashed to-. 
gether at May’s Landing, N. J., on the 11th, in- 
stantly killing fifteen passengers and injuring 
fitty others. The trains were going the same 
way at full speed. and only a short distance 
apart. The foremost train stopped suddenly 
and the rear traig plunged into. it, with the 
above result, Ane ee PNE S 
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The Proprieties which Should be Observed on 
. the Occasion of Birth, Marriage, and Death. 


There are in the lives of most persons three events 
which are recorded in the family register, published 
in the newspapers, and considered epochs—birth, 
marriage, and death. Thus we say of a man, such a 
thing occurred ten years before he was born; such 
another took place the year after he was married, 
and such another five years before he died. Our 
opinions and customs hav all come down to us from 
our ancestors,modified by the great law of evolu- 
tion, and we hav a right to sit in judgment on them 
and thus carry on the process of change and improve- 


ment. The writer of this article thinks that in regard | 


to the three events named there is great room for im- 
provement in our thoughts and ways, and hence 
he calls the attention of those readers of TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER who are Spiritualists to the subject, hoping 
it will not be considered undeserving of their atten- 
tion. í 
The Spiritualists are a distinct class of people in 
their opinions concerning Man's place and destiny in 
the Universe ; and from those opinions, when they 
grow into convictions, inferences can be made which 
_ are very far-reaching in their beneficial effects upon 
society. Many customs are founded on dogmas in 
religion which modern science proves to be false. 
Spiritualism, in its grand phenomena, makes ne claims 
to supernaturalism, but entirely repudiates it. It 
needs, therefore, as a reform movement, no priest- 
hood, no church in the ecclesiastical meaning cf the 
word, no revelation.written in books, no prospectiv 
psalm-sirging and playing on golden harps in heaven, 
and no fear of hell-fire where the Almighty Father, for 
the sins of this ephemeral life, will torment the great 
majority of his children to all eternity. -A people 
so advanced in thought and so rational in their 
views ought to bring those views to bear practically 
on the topics I hav named above, and thus become 
in a good sense a peculiar people. Let us consider 
them in order : 


I. Birth.—I migrated with a wife and one child 
from the East, forty odd years ago, to the spot in 
what was then called the West where I now liv 
and where I expect to die. The church we then 
worshiped with consisted of about one hundred and 
thirty families, pretty much all farmers. Not ten 
persons took a newspaper of any kind, and scarcely 
a house had more books in it than a Bible and psalm 
book. Vendues and election days gave the men an 
opportunity to meet and talk over neighborhood 
affairs, and the birth of a child furnished the occa- 
sion for all the old women within the compass of a 
mile to be present, either voluntarily, if old acquaint- 
ances, or on invitations.. It was a day or night de- 
voted to gossip, and as every venerable matron knew 
when such an event was expected, she put in an ap- 
pearance in her best apparel, and with her pipe and 
tobacco in her pocket, valued the opportunity of 
meeting her friends and neighbors to hear and talk 
about the news that it was not deemed proper to 
touch upon in the interval of public worship on the 
“ holy Sabbath.” ; 


When the first child in my family was born after 
my settling down as a farmer, the only woman pres- 
ent with my wife, besides the doctor, was her own 
mother. As no one else was invited, and no one 
knew that such an event was anticipated, the dear, 
old women all around lifted their eyebrows in 
amazement at the secrecy observed, as if we expected 
some monstrosity to be born which we did not want 
the people to see. The doctor, who entirely ap- 
proved of this arrangement, said that he had been 
called in on a similar occasion when the house, con- 
sisting of only one room besides the kitchen, was 
filled by no less than twenty-three women, all smok- 
ingin turns each other's tobacco pipes, and all ready 
and willing to help the expected stranger to put in 
an appearance on the present breathing stage of his 
existence. If the poor little fellow had been con- 
scious of his rights at that early period how he 
would hav protested against the contamination of 
the atmosphere when he took his first breath of it, 
and thought what a smoky world he had been 
ushered into. Perhaps it was, and perhaps it was 
not, this custom which prevailed among the Scotch- 
Irish population of western Pennsylvania, and which 
they inherited from their ancestors in the old coun- 
de having their children born in a cloud of 
tobacco smoke, which prepared them, when they 
grew up, to believe the doctrins of the Athanasian 
Creed, which, of all the productions of the human 
intellect since the world began, is the most remark- 
‘able for nebulesity. The fogs of London, and of 
the Banks of Newfoundland; where you cannot dis- 
cérn am object ten feet before you, are like sunny 
Italy, when compared to the smokiness of the ortho- 
dox creed on the doctrin of the Holy Trinity, where 
it is taught among other propositions, and expected 
to bé believed on pain of eternal damnation, that a 
child can be as old as his father, nay, that a child 
Gan even beget his own father!  ' | 


. There was a lot more of children born, seriatim, 


in our house, and as no invitations were ever sent 


out to the neighboring women to be present, the 
people began to think that the old custom, after all, 
was more honored in the breach than the observance 
of it. : : 

In respect to birth the lower animals seem to hav 
a finer sense of delicacy than many people hav. 
The cow retires from the herd, and goes into the 
bushes, or some obscure corner of the field, when 
she is about to be delivered of her offspring ; the 
ewe leaves the rest of the sheep, and so do the hen 
and other animals, when they perform the duties of 
maternity. I suppose it is really for the safety of 
their young that they do.so, but it looks so modest 
in them that I prefer to giv them credit for such 
motivs. : 

The custom I hav alluded to, and which prevails 
so extensivly still in the rural districts. of the coun- 
try, of making the birth of a child a public neigh- 
borhood affair should be done away. Nature, who 
is our teacher in manners as well as morals, dictates 
that at such a time thé utmost privacy should be òb- 
served ; not that there is anything shameful in the 
process of parturition, from beginning to end, but 
for the good of the mother, if she be a delicate, sen- 
sitiv woman, and on the score of decency. 

IL Marriage.—When the child passes into its 
“teens,” as our Saxon ancestors called that interesting 
period of life lying between twelve and twenty, then 
comes that wonderful desire for giving and accepting 
love, which leads ultimately to marriage. Surely 
there must be some grand destiny of honor and of 
happiness for the human family to enjoy in the dis- 
tant ages of the future, or Nature, which is God, 
would not, seemingly, lend all her energies to secure 
the perpetuation of the race by implanting within 
us the sentiment of love, which is so deep and so 
omnipotent. If the scheme of the universe is 
worthy of a God; and if it cannot be carried out 
without the agency of man ; and if man cannot be 
born without the agency of /ove in all it8 manifesta- 
tions, let the ignoramuses quit slandering it by call- 
ing it “the baser passion of our nature.” It is the 
most noble, divine, and godlike of all our capabil- 
ities. A man or woman incapable of the sentiment 
of love is hardly human ; and those who disparage 
love, especially in its sexual and creativ manifesta- 
tions, are blasphemers of God, the essence of whose 
attributes is expressed in the Dible by the very 
word “Love.” Therefore the desireto giv and receive 
love is as natural, as beautiful, and as lawful as the 
desire for food and air. Future generations as they 
roll on, and read: the history of this and past ages, 
and see how little their ancestors understood of the 
nature and true meaning of Love as a force in civil- 
ization, will heap curses, loud aud deep, ou the 
church, whose false teachings on the subject hav 
made her mainly responsible for the terrible results 
ofthis ignorance. lt was she who has put dishonor 
upon woman as woman, upon sex itself, and upon 
the divine institution of marriage. And, but for her 
planting her polluted carcass in the way of progress, 
the human race would be to-day a thousand years 
farther on in intelligence and happiness than it 
now is. 

In ancient times, and in the northern nations from 
which we sprang, where there is a long struggle 
with the elements through the whole year to procure 
a livelihood, marriage was deemed a public event on 
account of the property involved by the new alli- 
ance, and because society felt it had a right to know, 
when.a child was born, who were responsible for its 
support. Marriage, therefore, was only a public 
recognition of a private and natural responsibility. 
In hot climates, on the contrary, where nature is so 
lavish of her gifts as to dispense with any energy 
or foresight concerning the matter of food and 
clothing, and where a child can be raised to man- 
hood at a very trifling expense, it is not a matter of 
much importance how many are born, nor who their 
parents are. : 

In this country marriage is declared, by the high- 
est judicial authority, to be merely a civil contract, 
and needg no more publicity than the act of signing 
any other article of agreement. Taking the law at 
its word, the proper way of marriage is for the par- 
ties to gp to the appointed officer of the state, and 
there regd, and hav recorded, the article of agree- 
ment, signed by both, in which they simply declare 
themselves to be husband and wife. The wrong and 
falseness of the religious marriage service now in 
vogue is that the clergyman, who is allowed—most 
inconsistently under a purely secular government — 
to act as God's vicegerent for the occasion, requires a 
promis of unqualified obedience on the part of a wom- 
an to the man; and not only so, but an unqualified 
promis from both parties to love each other till sep- 
arated by death, when, on further acquaintance, it 
may turn out to be impossible for them to do so. 
Love is an involuntary affection, and comes into 
being under the law of mutual attraction. ' Belief in 
a theological dogma is also an involuntary act of the 
mind, and is governed by the amount of. evidence 
which the mind sees. But as the church in her 
cruelty and stupidity requires à mau to believe a 
dogma on pain of eternal damnation whether his 


L 


reason will allow him to accept it.or not, so she also 
extorts the promis in marriage that a woman shall 
love her husband until death separate them, when . 
she does not know whether it is possible to do so or 
not. She also :eompels the woman to promis obedi- 
ence to the man, without any qualification, when she 
may be notoriously superior to him in point of mind 
and attainments, which alone fits any one to giv ad- 
vice to, and require obedience from, others! And 
then, when these blind’ promises are made, this pre- 
sumptuous mortal and self-styled “ Embassador of 
Jesus Christ" exposes the arrogance and emptiness 
of his claims to be such, by announcing in solemn | 
tones that God, the Almighty, has joined the parties 
together, and that no authority has a right to. put 
them asunder ; and all this, when, in the course of a 
few years, the married pair find that the kind of love 
which brought them together has turned into such 
loathing and hate that to relieve them from their do- . 
mestic hell the civil authorities are invoked to grant 
them a divorce! What pueril conceptions of God 
some people hav, that he attends at a wedding, where 
his embassador ofliciates as his mouthpiece, and in- 
separably unites a couple in marriage for life, when 
in a year or two afterward, the parties seek and 
procure a divorce, undoing, nullifying, and falsify- 
tag what God by his clerical agent had done! 

In the New York Nation, No. 767, is the notice 
of a book published in Genoa last year, entitled, 
* Women in the Old Genovese Society," in which 
this statement occurs which bears heavily in favor 
of the doctrin we inculcate: “The priests had a 
large part in arranging these bargains—matrimo- 
nial bargains—especially, in the later times, the 
Jesuits. But it is very noteworthy that before the 
Council of Trent, in 1545, the church had no neces- 
sary part in the solemnization of nuptials. ‘There 
was no religious ceremony whatever. Matrimony 
was contracted simply by the couples expressing 
their consent, after which they embraced and kissed 
and the husband put a ring on the wife's hand. That 
act completed the ceremony secundem vitum sancta 
ecclesice Romdne et consuetudinem civitates Ianuc. 
But for the sake of having an indisputable record of 
the act, it was customary either that a notary should 
be present or that the event should be fixed in the 
minds of a large number of persons by the old Roman 
traductio—the passage of the bride trom her parents’ 
house, where the ceremony took place, to her hus- 
band’s, in company with the marriage guests. The 
witnesses in this case were all the dwellers on the way, 
and the crowds of idle folk and children attraeted by . 
the show, and the showers of nuts, freely distributed, - 


just as in pagan times.” From this it appears that 


the idea of marriage as a sacrament, instead of a 
civil and social institution, was' an innovation upon 
the established customs of centuries and is only of 
church authority. 

One of the customs connected with public mar- 
riage which shows the pride, selfishness, and heart- 
lessness of mere wealth is the giving and acceptance 
of presents. Let me state the case. The daughter 
of a rich man is about to be married, and although 
it is entirely problematical whether or no the mar- 
riage will be a happy one, and not.end in unconge- 
niality, and ultimate divorce, the bride, groom, 
parents, and friends all take it for granted that it is 
to be a true wedding of hearts and interests, which 
is the essential idea of marriage; and therefore, 
when the time comes, it i3 made the occasion of 
great display of fine jewelry, expensiv clothing, 
and thé receiving of presents as tokens of love and 
good will. Sometimes they are very valuable, but 
seldom fit for use. It is expected that all invited to 
the wedding should bring their contributions, and as 
no one wishes to be considered either poor or mean, 
there is a rivalry whose shall be the handsomest 
and most expensiv. In many cases the givers feel 
that it is injustice to their own families to make 
these presents; but now, especially Americans, who 
could, without a quiver, face a loaded cannon in 
war, hav not the courage to violate the canons of 
fashion, and be considered poor; and hence they 
send their useless contributions where they minister 
to nothing but pride and vanity. 

‘After while, a school companion of the wealthy 
bride, perhaps a noble, intelligent girl, comes to be 
married. Her father is not rolling in useless wealth. 
No church opens its doors to admit to the altar the 
long train of bridesmaids glittering in gold and 
jewels;. and no crowd of people gather there 
to see the ceremony performed by the surpliced 
priest. His daughter is married at home. A very 
small table will hold the presents that are given 
on his occasion; and the contrast between the 
splendor of the first marriage and the plainness of 
this is the subject of observation and remark, both 
by the bride and her friends; and their feelings are 
cruelly- wounded—all to giv an empty glory to 
wealth and its fashions. And this leads me to say 
that, if I were a man of wealth, and had daughters 
to marry, rather than inflict such suffering on the 
sensitiv soul of an intelligent, good, but poor girl, 
I would hav them all married in ten-cent calico 
dresses. In this democratic country, where one 
man is consciously the equal of every other man 
politically, the pomposity of wealth rubs roughly on 
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the sore places of human nature, and its selfishness 
and heartlessness lay up wrath against the day of 
wrath. I would rejoice in the wealth of men if 
they only knew the profound.secret of human hap- 
piness, that ** i£ is more blessed to giv than to receive.” 
But excessiv wealth always brings into existence its 
opposit-——excessiv poverty, and in this country pov- 
erty is armed. 

In many cases these favored girls who so thought- 
lessly excite the envy of their fellows are the 
daughters of men who began life poor and unculti- 
vated, both in manners, taste, and intellect, but who 
suddenly ‘struck oil” in the East, or found a 
“ bonanza ” in the West that made them worth mill- 
ions. J hav seen some of these parvenus, who, 
although dining off silver plates, still blow their 
noses with the thumb and forefingers, and then wipe 
them on a fine cambric handkerchief, For, to step 
aside a moment from our track of thought, the 
highest and last triumph of civilization over barba- 
rism will be to teach a man what to do in an emer- 
gency with that part and function in the human 
body corporate, called in common parlance the nose. 
He will see the impropriety of, and quit squirting 
tobacco spittle all over the carpet; he will quit 
picking his teeth at the table with the tine of his 
silver fork, or the blade of his pocket-knife; he 
will cease the wholesome practice of eructating the 
. gases of his stomach into the faces of his guests ; 

he wil giv up a score of other vulgarities which 
proclaim aloud his former low condition in the 
world of decency ; but he will not relinquish the 
natural and God-given right and custom of blowing 
his nose in his fingers, no matter who takes offense. 
^. The event of marriage ought to be quiet, and to 
attract no extraordinary attention. Courtship, ex- 
cept by empty-headed fools, although it is a very 
beautiful and charming thing, always seeks privacy; 
and marriage is but the sequel of courtship. Mar- 
riage, being at best, in our present undeveloped 
state, a lottery, where the chances are one to twenty 
whether the parties do not draw blanks instead of 
prizes, persons ought to protect themselvs against 
future pungency of remark by those who may 
remember the pageantry of the wedding day, and 
contrast its brightness with the gloomy failure to 
realize its promises. 

Besides, delicacy and self-respect, it seems to me, 
require marriage to be private. What is a public 


fashionable marriage, announced by a flourish of 
trumpets, but a proclamation to the whole world on 


` the part of a young lady that jnow her sweetheart 
will be allowed, and is about to take, personal liber- 
ties with: her which he never did before? This is 
immodest. This invites thoughts and words which 
are anything else than chaste. If women who are 
so ostentatiously married only knew what remarks 
they invite to be made by the vulgar rabble that 
congregate at the corners of the streets, and around 
bar-rooms and grocery stores, and other places of low 
resort, they would shrink from public display on 
such occasions and imitate the modesty of nature; 
for all other animals but wealthy high-fliers conduct 
the whole process of courtship and marriage in 
vetiracy. The essential meaning of the word ob- 
scenity is, that it desecrates with publicity many 
acts and things which, although natural, beautiful, 
and proper in themselves to be done, are in their 
very nature private and sacred. Fully three-fourths 
of the doings of life belong to this class. 

In Roman Catholic countries, where marriage is 
considered a religious sacrament, like Baptism, the 
Mass, or Confirmation ; and where the family insti- 
tution is deemed only the instrument of breeding 
members for the church, it is consistent enough to 
make a gala day of a wedding occasion. Our Prot- 
estant priesthood, in imitation of the Romish, hav 
attempted, in their own interest of course, to poison 
the minds of their people with the same error, by 
* celebrating? marriage in the church, But when 
the law of the land declares it to be only a legal 
contract between parties who propose to set up a new 
family dynasty, involving the realities of property 
to be disposed of at death, it ought to be treated as 
a quiet affair unattended with vulgar parade, 


HI. Death.—W hen a person has performed his part 
on the theater of life and makes his exit. from the 
stage, the event is called death. Then the question 
arises what shall be done with the remains he leaves 
behind him in the shape of a dead body which cries 
aloud for its silent destiny. lere the heartlessness 
and cruelty of wealth again appear. Rich men, 
even in this democratic country, are not content with 
tawdriness and show all through life, but convert 
death itself into an occasion for gratifying this love 
of vulgar display; and hence expensiv public funeral 
ceremonies. All others are compelled to imitate 
their pernicious example or be exposed to the cen- 
sure of not caring for their dead, or to the sneer of 
being poor. Famities which hav been impoverished 
by cases of long sickness and doctor bills, are driven 
by fashion to wind up the scene by a funeral which 
costs ten times more than it ought to cost ; and the 
undertakers hav so contrived it that no man, no 
matter what his pecuniary ability may be, can get 
into his grave without paying an exorbitant fee to 


him. A poor man in my neighborhood who owned 
only-one acre of land, and whose small funds were 
all used up in a long and expensiv sickness, died 
some time ago ; and the cost of a coffin and hearse 
was so great that the undertaker would not furnish 
them unless the family would find security for the 
payment of the bill The daughter of the man, 


although in no condition to warrant it, had to tramp | 


through the neighborhood, a very orthodox one, and 

could find none but a notorious Infidel to giv the 

necessary security; and so the old man was buried. 
When a person dies, unless he is put to death as a 


‘malefactor, it is a private event, and ought so to be |. 


regarded. The remains, after being prepared for 


their final disposition, should be placed in a tight 


room, and the family and friends who hav been ex- 


hausted by long watching and sympathy should 


retire to rest.. Why should the corpse be set up 
with and watched? There is no danger of its going 
away ; and “wakes,” as they are called, are mere 


popish superstitions, and notorious for jesting, drink- 
ing, feasting, and other practiees, altogether unbe- 


coming a house of mourning. . 


There are two methods of disposing of the 
bodies of the dead. First, by burial in the 
earth, where they putrify, then gradually decom- 


pose, and return into the original elements out of 


which they were composed; and, secondly, by cre- 
mation, which is only a speedy and tidy way of 
doing what the grave does gradually. When the 
hour.arrives for putting the dead away out of our 
sight, if the first method of disposal is the one 
adopted, they should be quietly coffined and buried 
without a public exposure of the remains, and with- 
out the pageantry of a publie funeral The publie 
hav a right to know by its appointed officer that a 
citizen has died naturally by disease and not by 
foul means, but beyond this they hav no rights. 
To expose the person of the dead in his coffin, after 
Sickness and death hav done their worst upon his 
features, is a barbarism. Hundreds flock to a 
funeral, a few to manifest their respect to the de- 
ceased and his family, but the most to gratify an 
idle: curiosity. Propriety suggests that the event, 
including the antecedent sickness, and the subse- 
quent funeral, should be deemed entirely private. 
Living men are expected by custom, but without 
special invitation, to attend the funeral, and the 
house being full, they are expected to stand outside, 
often times in the most inclement weather, and ex- 
pose their. health, while an inconsiderate preacher, 
or perhaps a set of preachers, spends more than an 
hour in what he calls religious “exercises.” Such 
exercises ought to be punctually begun and ended 
within twenty, or thirty minutes, unless the de- 
ceased person was an eminent public benefactor, 
whose funeral could be turned to good account to 
humanity, by holding up his example for the imita- 
tion of others. i 

Nature, teaching the doctrin that it is as natural 
to die as to. be born, prompts all the tribes of ani- 
mals, when they feel the sure admonition of ap- 
proaching death, to go into retirement, and die un- 
observedly. The old buffalo on the prairie, when 
his time has come, retires quietly from the herd, 
and goes to the place where the bones of his kin- 
dred lie, and calmly, and without complaint, meets 
the event. Birds, fishes, and insects seek obscure 
places, and there await their fate without attracting 
the least attention. Man also, when he becomes old 
or fatally sick, ought to act in a like retired manner. 
But superstition, for its cruel and selfish purposes, 
has in all ages invested death with terror, and the 
funeral ceremonies hav been so managed as to per- 
petuate the bondage of fear, and the power of the 
priesthood over their credulous victims, But since 
the doctrin of immortal life has dawned upon the 
world by the advent of modern Spiritualism, the 
character of funeral ceremonies should be radically 
changed, Instead of the lugubrious tones of the 
priest, who seeks every chance to make merchandise 
for the good of his sect out of the.sadness of death, 
the occasion should be one for the expression of 
cheerful hope, that the deceased friend has actually 
taken his first step on an ascending series which 
aims to reach the perfection of moral character and 
happiness, This is the doctrin that dries the tears 
of mourning friends, and encourages all to liv the 
life of the righteous man so that their last end may 
be like his. 


There is a method of disposing of dead bodies 
which in time will come into vogue, and which on 
many accounts is preferable to burial in the earth. 
It is, by consuming the remains in a furnace, and 
thus reducing them to ashes quickly. The body is 
made up of more than a dozen elements of matter, 
and they must, by the eternal law of change, all go 
back, after death, and mingle with the universe, and 
enter into new forms of being. Near large towns, 
where hundreds of dead bodies are carried out to 
undergo the process of putrefaction in the grave, the 


soil and the air are tainted by the escaping gases, 


and the dead, who ought to do no more harm, actu- 


ally incommode the living. To many people the 
loathsome destiny of the grave is appalling, when 


they think of it, If they could witness a case of 
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cremation, and see the tidiness of it, they would be 
converted to the method. What is so pure as fire? 
How it cleanses and makes sweet everything it 
touches and consumes! I do not wonder at the old 
Persians worshiping fire, for it is the emblem of per- 
fect purity. i 

Besides, this method is cheap. Dr. Lemoyne, late 
of Washington, Pa., who was the first in this coun- 
try to erect a crematory for consuming dead bodies, . 
told the writer of this, on the occasion of Baron De 
Palm’s cremation, that the actual expense of a fu- 
neral need not be more than ten dollars. A cheap 
pine coffin to carry the body to the crematory; the 
wages of a man for his attention to the furnace, 
and the cost of the necessary fuel, would all be cov- 
ered by the sum named. Then, if the friends of the 
deceased wished to preserve the ashes in an urn, to 
be deposited in the graveyard, no injury would be 
done to the public health, and the folly and expense 
of publie funerals would be avoided. As for the 
ashes, Nature, which demands them, will sooner or 
later get them back for her own uses, whether she finds 
them in the crematory, or in the grave; for in one 
or two hundred years who will giv care or reverence 
to our ashes? Our children, and perhaps our grand- 
children, may reverence them, but in the generations 
after them, no one on earth will either know, or 
care, that we ever lived. The Egyptians of the 
present day are selling their mummied ancestors as 
fuel for the boilers of steam engins; and what 
bones remain in tombs, to the English farmers as 
fertilizers for their crops. 

But in view of the destiny which awaits us all, 
Spiritualism comes to our comfort by teaching us 
that our bodies are only the tabernacles of the 
Spirit, and that when the tabernacle goes into ruins 
at death. the soul bids it an eternal farewell, and has 
no more to do with it, and cares no more for it than 
we do for an old garment that has been worn out in 
our service, and is now thrown aside. The custom 
of cremating, instead of burying, dead bodies would 
soon come into vogue but for the credulity of the 
masses of Christians who hav been taught by an 
ignorant and superstitious priesthood to believe that 
the identical body which goes into the grave is the 
one that shall be resurrected therefrom at some day 
in the far distant future. And as fire seems to them 
to annihilate the matter it consumes they regard 
cremation as a bold attempt to cheat the Lord out 
‘of the bodies of his saints, and put them out of 
existence. Buta greater obstacle in the way of a 
change of custom is the feelings of friends, against 
which no argument can avail, that the body in the 
cofün which was so lately and tenderly loved is not, 
after all, dead and insensible as a clod, but that on 
being introduced into a furnace of fire will suffer 
pain. This amiable weakness can only be cured by 
seeing a frequent repetition of the method. Change 
is the order of the whole universe of mind as well 
as matter, and the day will come when the horror of 
sending the delicious bodies of our friends and 
relativs down into the grave, there to undergo the 
loathsome process of decay, the exposure to the 
body-snatchers who are scattered all over the coun- 
try, and whose rifling of graves would astound the 
public if they knew the facts, and the terrible liabil- 
ity, by a hasty funeral, of being buried alive, will 
get the better of mere feeling, and convince all that 
the beautiful and cleanly process of decomposing 
dead bodies by fire ought to become the universal 
practice. : 

The preceding considerations are respectfully 
submitted to the Spiritualists primarily, and to the 
Radicals generally, with the hope that in regard to 
the points discussed they will set a laudable example 
in practice to the rest of their fellow-citizens. 


RUSTICUS. 
c 


Creed. 


“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, and in Jesus Christ, bis @nly son, conceived by 
the Holy Ghost." 

The above is the august commencement of the creed drilled 
into my juvenil cranium, in 1807, by au old Scotch Prea- 
byterian pedagog. 

Creed or no creed, 'tis manifest enough that somebody 
must do the conceiving as well as the begetting. 

If we hav a “father in heaven," why not a mother in 
heaven ? But is ghost the prettiest name for our holy 
eternal mamma ? 

We wouldn't, for a common sized world, offend, but how 
would it do to modernize our creed thusly ? : 

We believe in God, father and mother, the vitalizing cen- 
ter of all vitality, and in all their sons and daughters, who 
by indomitable self-disciplin, equaring their every act, 
word, feeling, abd thought by their divinest ideal of the true 
dignity of manhood and womanhood, come forth in the 
likeness of their holy eternal parentage. 

We believe in the communion of saints (better not hav 
any Bins) and in the resurrection of the body, clean above 
all unphysiological, ali indelicate appetites and indulgences, 
And we believe in life everlasting, Amen. PRENTISS. 


—————— dM ——————- 


TaxnE were more deaths last year from scarlet fever than. 
from the yellow fever, and yet we endure that contagioua 
disease without making any organized effort to stop its ray 
ages, — Foote's Health Monthly, 
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Discussion. 


What Objections to Christianity ? 
MR. MAIR'S FIFTH LETTER, 


"who is an impersonal divine. substance, the object 
merely of devout contemplation, not of worship. 
There is also Brahma, the creator of the universe, 
and the first of the trimurtior triad of divinities, of 
whom Vishnu the preserver and Siva the destroyer 
are others.” As to the numerous rites and ceremo- 


Mr. D. M. BxwwzTr, Dear Sir: My last letter nies of their belief, the most learned Brahmin is un: 
was incomplete. In it I endeavored to present the able to explain them. “ Brahma has few worship- 
Christian doctrine of God with a view of contrast- ers, . Vishnu and Siva very many. Of Siva the 
ing with it the several religions from which yousay greatest confusion exists as to his attributes—now 
it was derived. Ishall resume, then, where I left he is the Preserver, now the Destroyer. In one of 
off. l his characters, he delights in bloody sacrifices, and 

I might complain that I have more labor placed with reference to this the temple of Juggernaut 
upon me as regards this than properly belongs to was built and the notoriously cruel rites of the 
me, because I have to some extent to build up your devotees praeticed. His consort, Sakti, was the god- 
argument. Itseems more appropriate for you to give dess of the Thugs.” 

a portraiture of the religions from which you derive This conception is alleged to be an original of 
Christianity and show wherein they are similar. Which the Christian doctrine of the trinity is a copy. 
This, unless we accept mere assertion for argument Credat Judeus Apella. Those who, having any in- 
and misrepresentation for truth, is in no -wise at- telligent knowledge of Brahmanism, receive this 
tempted.* Nor should I be solicitous to thus fully would seem fit candidates for Bedlam, and it would 
criticise the loose, illogical comparisons adduced be really folly to attempt argument. But I presume 
were it not that unbelievers, as a class, as far as my that the vast majority know really nothing more of 
, observation has been, very unreasonably accept the the Brahmanic triad than that it is popularly called a 
conclusions, assertions, and ridicule of others with- trinity, and therefore must resemble the Christian 


out any personal, painstaking research—a course 
which is certainly against the boasted genius of: 
Freethinking. For instance, if Mr. Kersey Graves 
asserts that Christianity is derived from Buddhism, | 
or you assert. what you call mistakes of the Bible, 
hundreds forthwith accept the assertion and imme- 
diately imagine, as I once did, that to doubt revela-' 
tion and scoff at the teachings of the scriptures is 
the evidence of an enlightened mind untrammeled | 
by superstition—a noble freedom of thought, ete., 
etc. s 

It is a truth which is becoming more generally 
acksowledged and more susceptible of undeniable 
proof that the primitive religion of man was mono- 
theistic, and that not only in the earliest age of 
man, but in the earliest Egyptian times, for .in- 
stance, the true God was alone worshiped. Bat 
* when they knew God they glorified him not as 
God, neither were thankful, but became vain in 
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was dark- 
ened. Professing themselves to be wise, they be- 
came fools, and changed the glory of the incorrupti- 
ble God into an image made like to corruptible man | 
and to birds and four-footed beasts and creeping 
things . and even as they did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge God gave them over 
to à reprobate mind." This is the source of all, 
idolatry and false creeds. 

Before examining Buddhism, I might just refer 
to Brahmanism, its predecessor. Professor Max 
Müller writes, ** Buddhism, in its historical. growth, 
presupposes Brahmanism, and however hostile the 
mutual relation of these two religions may have 
been at different periods of Indian history, it can be 
shown without much difliculty that the latter was 
but the natural consequence of the former.” You 
adduce Indra as a prototype of Christ, but it needs 


truth, I will stop to note a difference or two: 

There is a superior divinity to the trinity. 

It is triad of divinities, one of whom is a demon. 

Two of them (Vishnu and Siva) have had several 
incarnations. NM i . 

Most of these incarnations were. monstrosities. 

"There is an inferiority between the persons of 
the triad. : 

They are not a trinity in unity. 

They are of different disposition—in some cases 
antagonistic. 

Their existence has never been alleged to have 
been proved by miracles. 

Nor havethey proved it by uttering prophecies. 

Your account of Buddha is highly colored and 
stated with a certainty and circumstantiality to 
which no scholar versed in Buddhist studies would 
commit himself. Buddha himself claimed neither 
miracles, miraculous conception, nor divinity. Such 
claims bear about the same relation to Buddha’s 
teaching as the immaculate conception and the invo- 
cation of saints do to the doctrines of Christ—that 
is, none at all. They are a foreign element and cor- 
ruption. Mr. J. Ware Edgar writes in the current 
Fortnightly Review: “After the founder’s (Bud- 
dha’s) death, his legend seems to have grown with 
the usual rapidity. He was no longer the humanly 
begotten son of an earthly father, but had been 
conceived in a dream by a virgin mother and been 
brought forth with an accompaniment of portents and 
joyous signs presaging the mighty deliverance which 
he was about to work. Although his studies were 
neglected during his youth, yet when occasion arose 
he displayed more than human. wisdom and con- 
founded the mcst learned doctors by his questions 
and answers in. turn. He was constantly pursued 
by the wiles of the Lord of Desire and Death, the 


an imagination equal to the monster elephant on|demon of existence, who, with his three daughters, 
' which be is painted as riding to discover a similar- | personifications of hunger, and love, and anger, was 
ity. Says the learned authority just quoted, “The| finally overcome by Sakyamuni (Buddha) in the 
ancient religion of the Aryan inhabitants of India| great struggle under the holy tree at Gaya. These 
. started like the religion of the Greeks, the|and many similar legends were not reduced to writ- 
Romans, the Germans, Slava, and Celts, with ajing until a period much Jater in date than that of 
simple and intelligent mythological phraseology.” | which Iam now writing, and the books which con- 
So far from their conceptions being similar to the|tain them bear marks of having been written with 
biblical teaching, I ean imagine nothing more un-|a controversial purpese to meet objections to the 
like. Max Müller continues: “ The religion of the|authority claimed for the teachings of Sakyamuni, 
Veda is polytheism, not monotheism. . .| but [ have little doubt that the greater part of the 
There is hardly any part of nature, if it could im-| myth grew up in the first century after the Nirvana.” 
press the human mind in any way with the ideas of Compared with other false religions, it is the pur- 
a higher power, of order, of eternity, or beneficence, | est and best, and if there were the same evidences 
whether the winds or the trees or the mountains, | of its divinity (though of course only one religion 
without a name or a representative in the Hindu|can have these evidences) as there are of the divine 
pantheon.” The gods were worshiped under many inspiration of the scriptures, I too would take refuge 
different names, yet which all reveal their idolatrous| in Buddha. But as compared with Christ, the most 
origin. Thus, ofẹ their gods, “Agni was fire ;|superficial examiners must see palpable differences. 
Prithivi, the earth; Dyu, afterwards Indra, thesky;|Take the myth of his miraenlous conception, for 
Varuna, the waters. The sun was invoked by many | instance. 
names—Surya, Savitri, Vishnu, or Mitra; the dawn| There are no prophecies of it, and of his coming, 
was Ushas, Urvasi, Ahana, and Sürya; the moon, |in the hands of an expectant people years before his 
rarely Kandra, generally Soma, and each of its four | birth, describing it, his mission, his doctrines, atc. 
phases has received its own denomination.” It was not held by any for at least a century after 
And this idolatrous superstition we are asked to |his birth. . 
believe is the source from which was derived that| His conception is alleged to be from a stat ray— 
system which commands: “Thou shalt not make| which is impossible, because there is no such virtue 
unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any- | in a star ray, and according to his system there is no 
thing that is in heaven above or that is in the|God to miraculously produce that virtue in it for 
" earth beneath, or that is in the water under thej|that occasion. 
earth; thou shalt not bow down thyself to them,| Christ's body was formed by the power of God 
nor serve them, Take ye therefore good heed | without earthly means, which is neither impossible 
unto yourselves, lest thou when thou seest |nor, if true, unreasonable. 
the sun and the moon and the stars, even all the| A comparison of Christ and Buddha ia their 
host of heaven, shouldst be driven to worship them | claims, lives, teaching, etc., shows too wide'a differ- 
and serve them." : ence to suggest that one is a copy of the other. 
“The religion of the Hindoos” says Mr, Maun-| Christ was the God-man—God before his incarna- 
der in the “ Treasury of Science,” * inculoates a be- | tion—having “become flesh” he was from his birth 
lief in a supreme deity under the name of Brahma, | the God-man. 
; : Buddha was never more than man; even after his 


e 


- * [see that Mr. Bennett attempts a comparison between i h i 
gevcra' religions and Christianity at the close of his answers ip ie indeed duri bi enel f d 
i^ my fourth letter, but after the MS. of this was written TINS OR J POL ORC Mirae eB TORETTO 


and Consequently 100 late for me to revise my, remarks to them as proof of his authority and misgion, Bud- 
grithout grea']y altering the arrangement of my argument, d dha never claimed miracles for himself. 


Christ came into the world first to reveal truth; | 
secondly to die for the salvation of his elect. i 

Buddha discovered truth as a scientist discovers. 
it, and was in no sense a savior. atas 

Christ never sinned, never erred, and was infal- 
lible. 
Buddha sinned, made mistakes, and never claimed 
infallibility. PS : 

Buddha wasted the early years of his life in selfish 
gratification and enjoyment. . 

Christ never did his own will, but from the 
moment of his birth thought, said, and did only as 
God willed. pe 

There were no previous prophecies descriptive of 
himself to which Buddha referred. Christ con- 
stantly referred to old prophecies as being fulfilled 
in him, proving his mission. . f 

As to the teachings of Buddha, he and Christ are 

irreconcilably antagonistio, as you must allow. Mr. 
Edgar writes, in the article already referred to, 
* Buddha's teaching seems: to have been purely 
ethical and not to have touched on either theology 
or philosophy." As to the substance of his doctrine 
Max Müller says, in the first volume of his “ Chips 
from a German Workshop :” * Buddha denies the 
existence not only of a creator, but of any absolute 
being. There is no reality anywhere, neither 
in the past or in the future. True wisdom consists 
in perceiving the nothingness of all things and in a 
desire to become nothing, to be blown out, to enter 
into Nirvana. Emancipation is obtained by total 
extinction, not by absorption, in Brahma or by. 
recovery of the soul’s true estate.” Can any teaching 
be more utterly dissimilar to Christ’s,who constantly 
depended on God while on earth, and would not use 
his own power even to satiate the cravings of hunger 
until it was his Father's will? who taught immor- 
tality, not annihilation? the recovery of the soul, not 
its extinction? As to Christianity being derived 
from Buddha’s system, would any but a deceiver or 
madman seriously affirm it? Yet I must give you 
and many of your readers credit for sincerity at least 
when you profess their belief in it. 
' You eulogize Buddhism because, believing (to 
quote your:own words) “in an ultimate state of 
rest and quiet, I (you) insist that it is infinitely 
better and more happifying than the belief in end- 
less and continuous torture in the flames of hell for 
the main bulk of the human race, which Christianity 
teaches.” Did you ever read of the Bedagat? The 
Baptist missionary whom you call to the defense of 
Buddhism says of their belief as to punishments 
before Nirvana is réached : “Of the principal hells, 
four inflict punishment by heat, and the other four 
by cold. Each of them is ten thousand uzenas wide. 
In the sixteen minor hells the wicked suffer every 
conceivable misery not connected. with cold or heat. 
Worms of vast size bite them, their bowels are torn 
out, their limbs racked, and their bodies lacerated 
or beaten with dreadful hammers. They are pierced 
with red-hot spits, crucified head downward, gnawed 
by dogs, and torn by vultures. These and a thou- 
sand other evils are described with minuteness in 
the Bedagat, and often depicted in the drawings of 
native artists. The inhabitants are six miles hight 
and, are continually creeping and roaming about in 
the vast caves of their dreadful abodes. 

* For killing a parent or a priest a man will suffer 
in one of the hells of fire the whole period of a 
sakiya system. To deny or disbelieve the doctrines 
of Guadama (Buddha) incurs ETERNAL suffering 
in fire. Merit may be gained by good con- 
duct in any of these hells, so that except the crimi- 
nality has incurred eternal torment, the sufferers 
may rise again to become insects, beasts, men, 
nats,” etc. (Malcom’s Travels in Asia, pp. 187, 
188.) 

"The abhorrence you express for the Christian doc- 
trine of eternal punishment is probably largely 
based on a misunderstanding of scriptural teaching. 
It is not an arbitrary penalty, nor is it the positive 
decree of God, but every man who finds himself in 
hell wil only have to thank himself forit. “As I 
live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live, turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways, for why will ye die?” ‘God our Savior, who 
will have all men to be saved and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth." “For God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten son that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.” Alas! to how many do the 
words of Jesus apply? “ Ye will not come unto 
me that ye might have life.” Yet, God be thanked, 
that he will not allow his infinite love to be utterly 
abused, but in his sovereign grace “ plucks as brands 
from the burning? his own elect, who though “ by 
nature the children of wrath even as others,” even 
when they were dead in trespasses and sins he 
quickens them by his Spirit and bestows faith in 
Jesus Christ, to the eternal salvation of their soule: 
Oh that this may be the blessed lot of the writer 
and every reader. | : 

The quotations you adduce as to the influence of 
Buddhism and the character of the Burmans, T am 
sorry to say are garbled and so quoted as to convey 
what the person thys quoting must haye known were 
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falsehoods. Let me supply some things which have 
been omitted: “Gratitude is a virtue of great 
rarity. They never on receiving a present or any 
favor make any acknowledgment ; nor is there any 
phrase in the language equivalent to ‘I thank you.’” 
“Thieving and pilfering are common, but perhaps 
not more so than in other countries, and much less 


cau be done without destroying them, for the purpose of | they do? Our printed matter and letters are entirely at 
ascertaining whether there is upon or connected with any | their mercy if deemed “‘ objectionable, They may be con- 
such matter anything which would authorize or require the | fected without jury or tria: or notice to the owner. 
charge of a higher rate of postage thereon.” Bat now suppose you think you will escape al! this danger 
Agai 14 d EM "4 and secure privacy by having your letters registered—can 
gain, § 146 provides “That any person in any depart- | you? No. The same course may be taken with registered 
ment of tne postal service, who shall UNLAWFULLY detain, 


f letters as with any others; and with two disadvantages, 
delay, or open any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters en- | ViZ., that the pursuing official will surely know who the 


- for granted that Garfield and the Republicans will do noth- 


. 


80 than we might expect considering the frail and 
accessible nature of their houses. ‘These crimes, 
too, are perpetrated by a few of the baser sort, and 
cannot be regarded as stamping the character of the 
nation.” ‘Sometimes gangs of robbers circumvent 
a house, and while some plunder it, others preclude 
allaid. Boats are frequently robbed. . .. Mur- 
der not unfrequently accompanies these depreda- 
tions. EC : 


“Lying, though strictly forbidden in the sacred | 


books, prevails among all classes. They may be 
said to be a nation of liars. They never place con- 
fidence in the word of each other, and all dealing is 
done. with chicanery and much disputing. Even 
when detected in a lie no shame is manifested ; of 
course there are honorable exceptions to this gener- 
al character, as there are in the other vices. 

“There, perhaps, never was a people more offen- 
sively proud. From the monarch, who adopta the 
most grandiloquent titles he can invent, to the 
pettiest officer, every man seems bloated with self- 
conceit.” : 

“In general they are uncleanly. Some regard, to 
besure, ought to be had to the light fabrics they 
wear . . . Burmans are fond of appearing neat, 
and the better classes when seen abroad are gener: 
ally very tidy, but their skin, their hair, and their 
houses are decidedly slovenly. . . Very little is 
accomplished toward removing the filth from their 
bodies by their daily ablutions, as they seldom use 
soap, and their skin is generally more or less moist- 
ened with oil. Few are without vermin in their 
heads, and washing common clothes is done at very 
distant intervals.” ‘Polygamy is authorized by 
law, but is exceedingly rare, except among the 
higher classes. . . . Divorces are shockingly 
common.” So you see, my dear sir, Burmah is not, 
after all, the Garden of Eden. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


The Postal Laws—Shonld We Submit to Them 1 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sr: Our friend 
W. B. Bush, Esq., in your issue of Aug. 7th, tacitly takes it 


ing to release us from the Comstock Jaws. He thinks we 
Should all go for Garfield, and therefore he consistently 
makes the burden of his letter an effort to induce the Lib- 
erals to giv up their opposition to those laws. 

In your last issue I think I proved the futility of the new 
reasons Mr. Bush brought forward to prove that those laws 
are constitutional. Now I will try to dispose of his at- 
tempts to show that those laws are not very bad after all— 
are indeed quite tolerable. He urges that as to printed 
matter, the right of post-office examinations is restricted to 
ascertaining ‘whether there should be ‘‘a higher rate of 
postage thereon,” and that matter paying letter postage, 
** whether obscene or not, is carefully guarded from inspec- 
tion, search, or seizure." 

THE. MAILS NOT SAFE. 

Mr. Bush is evidently too innoeent to deal with Mr. Com- 
stock and his friends. They hav, of course, too much of the 
serpentine wisdom to put upon the open statute what they 
do or intend. But a slight inspection of these laws will 
show that they hav practically placed all printed matter, all 
letters, and even all registered letters suspected of being 
“objectionable,” within .the control of the postal officers and 
agents to do their own sweet will with them without ‘‘let 
or hindrance " or any punishment whatever. 

Now turn to thé statutes. The main act of July 12, 1876, 
U. S. Statutes 19, p. 90, printed at the end of my Faneuil Hall 
speech, declares the matter referred to to be ** non-mailable 
matter, NOT TO BE CONVEYED IN THE MAILS nor delivered from 
any post-office nor by any letter carrier," and then it provides 
terrible and unpostal penalties for any one depositing the 
same in or taking it from the mails. 

he reader will notice that ‘‘the matter " is not to be con- 
veyed in the mails at all—d.¢., under any circumstances | 
But are not postal officers obliged, under penalties, to for- 
ward all matter mailed ? No; for a part of these very laws 
provide the exception, thus giving permission to do the con- 
trary. . z í 

"Section 145 of the Act of June 8, 1872 (17 Stats. 301), pro- 
vides ** That any postmaster who shall UNLAWFULLY detain 
in his office any letter or other mail matter, THE POSTING OF 
WHICH I8 NOT PROHIBITED BY LAW, With intent to prevent 
the arrival and delivery of tne same to the person to whom 
it is addressed, shall, in conviction thereof, forfeit and pay 
not exeeeding five hundred dollars, and be imprisoned not 
exceeding six months, and he shall be forever thereafter in- 
capable of holding the office of postmaster.” 

The reader will see at once that “the matter” pro. 
hibited by law-—that is, a8 the law now stands, all matter 
deemed to be obscene, relating to prevention of con- 
ception, to lotteries, or generally all matter deemed to be 
fraudulent—oan be detained without penalty. 

But how is the postal officer to know that the mat- 
ter is of the various kinds prohibited ? By the following 
section of the same law it will be seen how he is to know it; 

§ 187, That ** Postmasters at the office of delivery may re- 
move the wrappers and envelopes from mail-matter not 
charged with letter-postage nor lawfully franked, wher it 


ful, i. e., ** prohibited," can be detained and even opened 


law.” The post-office is open to them. Who knows what 


trusted to him,” etc., etc., shall be punished. 

Now in all these and similar apparently protectiv clauses 
of the law there will be found this exception—tatal to the 
inviolability of the mails—that matter designated as unlaw. 


without punishment. In the case of printed matter the 
whole mails are open under § 187 above quoted, on the 
ground that it is necessary to see that a higher rate of post. 
age i8 not chargeable. 

Now, what practical use is to be made of thia privilege 
as to prohibited, 2e, unlawful and non-mailable matter ? 
The Supreme Court in the Jackson Case anawers distinctly 
that it is the duty of the postal «fficer to detain and confis- 
cate such matter on his own judgment. The words of the 
Court, referring to prohibitory regulations and laws, are : 

** As to objectisnable printed matter, which is open to ex- 
amination, the regulations may be enforced in a similar 
way, by the imposition of penalties for their violation 
through the cour:8 ; and in some cases, by the direct action of 
the officers of ihe postal service — In. many instances those offi- 
CETS CaN ACT upon their own inspection, and from the nature 
of the case, must ACT without ovner proof. In such 
Cases, no difficulty arises, and uo principle is violated in ez- 
cluding the prohibited articles, or REFUSING to forward them.” 


(Sae this opinion at end of my Faneuil Hall speech, p. 51.) 

This decision construing the laws above quoted settles the 
question. Printed matter deemed to be **objectionable," and 
therefore non-mailable, may be detained by any postal 
officer. The laws are so framed that this may be done, and 
the Supreme Court so decides. | 

Liberals may understand why it is that '* Cupid's Yokes” 
will go through some post-offices and not others. 

ít is only a week ago that a case was presented to me in 
which Tae TauTH SEEKER and all of a Liberal's corre- 
spondence was detained by a local postmaster as ‘‘objection- 
able,” until he could get instructions from Washington! 

While writing this the cases of Dr. Kinget and Mrs. Fol- 
lett are brought to my notice, and demand attention from 
all Liberals, f 

But we are told it is far different as to lettera—that they 
cannot be seized or detained. Let us see. 

The laws above quoted show that if letters contain ''objec- 
tionable” matter, they are non-mailable, and their detention 
is not unlawful. : i 

The Supreme Court in the Jackson Case prescribes the prac- 
tice for seizing letters to be as follows: 

** Whilst regulations excluding matter from the mail can- 
not be enforced in à way whiah would require or permit an 
examination into letters or sealed packages subject to letter 
postage, without warrant issued upon oath or sifirmation, zn 
the search for prohibited matter, they may be enforced upon 
competent evidence of their violation obtained in other ways, as 
{rom the parties reveiving the letters Or packages, or from 
agents depositing them in the post-office, or others congnizant 
ot the facts.” 

Your letters, then, if suspected, may be detained unti! the 
official; perhaps Mr. Comstock, steps up stairs and gets from 
his friendly United States commissioner or official a warrant 
to seize and do what he pleases with your correspondence— 
and this upon such outside evidence from others, as would 
not hang a cat in a common law court. 

But suppose your papers or letters are simply ** detained” 
as unlawful and non-mailable on this outside evidence, what 
becomes of them? 

They may be destroyed by the order of the postmaster- 
general, or be sent at once, and at his discretion, to the 
“ dead letter " office and be opened there. 

And it should be borne in mind that the word ‘‘postmaster- 
general” in these laws dees not mean the man,but any ‘agent or 
official who acts under his general authority, as, for instance, 
Comstock. That this construction is not forced the following 
sections show. § 302 of the Act of 1876 provides: 

* That all letters, packets, or other matter which may be 

seized ‘or detained for violation of law, shall be returned to 
the owner or sender of the same, or OTHERWISE DISPOSED 
OF AS THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL MAY DIRECT’’—e, g., de- 
stroyed. - 
§ 194 provides: *' That the postmaster-general may REGU- 
LATE THE PERIOD during which undelivered letters shall 
remain in any post-office, and WHEN they shall be returned 
to the dead-letter office.” 

Thus when letters are detained for “violation of law,” they 
are at the mercy of the postmaster-general; ? e., his agents, 
or they may at once be sent to the dead-letter office and 
opened there, and destroyed or used as evidence ! 

The postmaster-general may, by § 34 and other sections, 
appoint any number of special agents. Comstock is only 
one. l 
Mr. Bush says that the laws do not permit special agents 
to “search post-offices,” etc., ‘for unmailable matter even 
though obscene, but to search the depots and vehicles of 
common carriers for mailable matter conveyed with intent 
to defraud the revenue." But the Supreme Court says 
expressly to the contrary, as above quoted from Jackson’s 
case. Warrants, obtainable as easy as putting on your hat, 
may be necessary ‘‘in the SEARCH for prohibited matier,” we 
are told, when it is under seal and letter postage, but as to 
other matter even this bit of formality is not necessary. The 
postal ‘‘ OFFICERS CAN ACT UPON TBEIR OWN INSPECTION |” 
(See U. S. R. B., $ 4026. Also Act of July 8, 1876, 88 235, 
299 ) 

That the court is justificd by these statutes in its de- 
cision is plain enough. These agents and officials may 
search for anything and everything carried ‘‘in violation of 


sender is, and that if he thinks your business ig a lottery, or 
is fraudulent, or in any way ‘‘ objectionable,” he can break it 
up and ruin you without the slightest danger or resnonsi- 


bility on his part. The above iaws are indeed sufficient 
for this purpose, for a charge is equal to execution, But 


speciai enactments giv to the pustmaster-general, 2, e, 
his agents—power to make the inquisition and charge sure - 
death, as follows: i 


Section 800 of the General Act above quoted has incor- 


porated in it the following : 


“That the Postmaster General may, upon evidencs SATIS- 


FACTORY TO HIM that any person, firm,” etc.. ** 1s eagaged in 
conducting any fraudulent lottery, gift enterprise," etc, 
etc., *'instruct postmasters at any post offices at which regis- 
tered letters shall arrive directed to any such person, firm, 
or Corporation, to return all such registered letters to the 


postmasters at tue offices at which they were originally 


‘mailed with the word ‘fraudulent’ plainly written or 
stamped upon. the outside of said letters, anu aii such letters s0 
returned to such pos'mastera shall be by them returned to 
the writers thereof, under such regulations as the postmaster- 
general may prescribe; provided that novning in this Act Cun- 


tained shall be 80 construed as to authorizs any postmaster 


or Other person t» opea any letter not addressed to himself,’ 


How kind our paternal government is getting to be! But ^ 
worse follows. 

Section 301 is the most astonishing piece of postal legis- 
lation extant. It is too long to quote, but, in short, it pro- 


vides that anyone misusing the post-uiil:e by opening a cor- 
respondence through it with intent to defraud may ve pun- 


ished by a fine not to exceed $500, and imprisonment not to 


exceed eighteen months ! 


Is not this enough of Comstock legislation for one time ? 
But, before parting, dwell a moment upon the peculiar 
unction of the ** provided " in $ 300 above quoted. T 3e grace 
with which the Act does not "' authorize," but does not for- 
bid any postmaster Or any Other persun to open any letter 
not addressed to himself, is inimitable in view of the laws 
and decision we hav above quoted. Whereis such con- 
duct prohibited as to ** non-mailable matter 7” Such blinds 
and whale tubs deceive no one, 

Now let us look at two other important provisions, 

By § 304 it is provided, ‘That all causes of action arising 
under the postal laws may be sued, and al! offenders against 
the same may be prosecuted before the circuit ur district courts 
of the United States,” and they are to hav precedence over 
other Causes. Here the Uatted States obtains an enlarge- 
ment of its Criminal jurisdiction, practically without limit. 
Congress may make aoything non-mailable, and punish the 
intent and motiv of every paper and letter if it can of one. 
It places its victim in the Uuited S:ates courts, beyond the 
common law, and the jury of the vicinage, by a practice 
foreign to the people, and a jury selected not by their laws, 
but by the minions of the judges. Tne guarantees of the 
Constitution are no protection in these courts, for they hav 
been set aside by a general construction that givs to Con. 
gress and these cour:s unlimited oriminal jurisdiction, The 
minority, especially the Liberal minority, hav no rights that 
the majority are bound to respect. The statements made iu 
my Faneuil Hall speech are no exaggerations, They are 
necoming true day by day. If our post-office is not a mere 
sieve for the detection of thosa guilty of Liberal thought it . 
is not because the laws are insufficient, but b:cause on the 
whole, fair and decent men still rua the post-office in spite of 
Comstock and the influences he represents, But as soon as 
Schuyler Colfax's ** Dear Brother in the Lord” takes the 
Presidential chair. those influeaces will be the government. 

Mr. Bush compels me to refer to one more law in self 
vindication. : : 

In the Faneuil Hall speech and elsewhere I hav stated 
that one-half of the fiaes of all prosecutions under these 
laws go to theagent-informer. Mr. Bush says on the con- 
trary : “All fines imposed under the postal laws of the 
United States are required to ba paid into the Treasury. Na 
premium is offered to informers,” Mr. Bush is mistaken, 
being probably misled bv § 57, which, however, excepta 
from the treasury such '' parts” of fiaes and penalties © as 
by law beloag to the party informing or prosecuting;" and, 
§ 817 of the Act provides what those poris are in these 
words, which are conclusiv : ** That one-half of all pecuni- 
ary penalties and forfeitures incurred fur ih» violation of 
any law in relatiou to the postal service shall ba for the use 
of the person informing and prosecuting for the same, and the 
other for the use of tue United States, except where other 
disposition thereof is specially provided.” There is no other 
disposition provided. 

The New York state Comstock statute is equilly con- 
clusiv on this point. See Laws of 1872, chap. 527. 87. 
“ One-half of the fines collected through the inswumenial- 
ity of this [Comstock] society, or of its agents. 
shall accrue to its benefit.” 

Mr. Bush's denial that ene-half of the postal penalties 
went to the informer left me in the position of having mis- 
led my friends and the public. They will ses that my for- 
mer statements were correct in this regard. They will see, 
too, that all I hav ever before urged against the Comstock 
legislation presented but a small part of its dangers and 
enormities. 

Ia conversation with our Nestor, Hon. Elizur Wright, a 
few days ago, he said that if one thing more: than another 
made him fear that the Republie would not endure it was the 
ignorance and ind:fference of the present and the rising 
generation in regard to the Constitution and the rights of 
the minority secured by it. In his young Abolition days 
people studied the great oharter, read the debates upon ita 
adoption, and knew the balance between the states and 
general government in which our liberties are weighed. 
** Now," says he, ‘I hear of people who imagin they arc, 
statesmen declaring that they ‘don’t care a damn whet'ag- 
the Constitution is constitutional or not.’ ‘They fro for 
thinge, not documents.’ Such people,” said Mr. ‘Wright 
* are ieaVing all safe ground for Liberalism. Before long: 
the enemies of liberty will go for * thisgs' tag, and, the mi- 
nority, who hav laughed at the Constituuon aad construed it 
away, wil hav no restraint for their enemies, and no de 
fense for themeelvs.” He referred to «ben. Hancock as the. 

nly candidate who had given tha true constitutivnal-theory: 
of our government and placed. emphasis upoa it. Toat nie; 
doing sv shoulu be tan as'a At subject tor ridicule by the: 
Republican pregg and ‘politicians seems to him.an emphatic 
warning in itself. = ^ 

I pray my Liberal brethren to. Jaten to. him if they will 
nof to me, T. B. WAKRMAN, 
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Selections. 


{From the San Francisco Argonaut.) 
Saint. Pecus. 
FOLLOWING THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS. 


The name of the church in our parish was Saint Pecus— | 
in honor of God's “cattle upon a thousand hills "—and its 
sacred edifice was loftily imposing, as it arose from the east 
line ef a quiet street on the opposit side from an open sand- 
lot. On a summer Sunday morning the shadow of Saint 
Pecus fell across the street, while the holy cross on the sum: ; 
mit of Saint Pecus stretched its shadow over into the sand- 
lot, and, a8 the sun slowly went up higher into the sky, the 
shadow of the cross as slowly drew backward over the sand 
of the lot toward the street, and shortened its shade as it 
noiselessly crept home tothe real cross on the '* house of 
God.” 

The street in front of Saint Pecus was one of those quiet 
streets where policemen are seldom needed at any time of 
either day or night, and much less needed in broad daylight 
on Sunday; therefore the sporadic tramp who lay asleep in 
the sand of the open lot in front of Saint Pecus was not dis- 
turbed, nor was he disturbing. He was asleep, or drunk, 
or more likely he was partly both. He was lying with his 
face downward, or a little to one side; his bad hat was gap- 
ing toward his crown, a few inches away; his arms were 
outstretched on the sand at right angles with his body; his 
legs were lapped one over the other, with his toes buried in 
the sand. The shadow of the cross, veering to northward 
and drawing toward Saint Pecus, crept slowly upon the 
houseless sleeper until its arms were upon his outstretched 
arms, its head-piece flat upon the back of his head, and its 
main stem lining down his back and covering his feet. He 
slept on. The shadow of a tragedy over eighteen hundred 
years old seemed pinning him to the earth. Or wasit about 
to lift him from his sin and degradation and carry him to 
Saint Pecus and salvation? No. The big bell of Saint 
Pecus began to clang out. The tramp awoke, wrestled him- 
self away from under the shadow, and sat up, with his dilap- 
idated boot-toes in front of him, and his heels inthe sand. 
As he yawned he bored, with grimy knuckleg, the morning 
sunlight out of his red eyes. Then he looked over the 
ground about him, and put on his distorted hat, and from 
under its uncertain brim, gazing around upon the general 
prospect, as he put his hands carefully through his hope- 
less pockets, his eyes rested upon the imposing front of 
Saint Pecus. | ; 

The bell was still clanging. The tramp clawed his un- 
kempt hair, and said, ‘‘It is time to go to church." Then, 
as he sát in the sand, under the sun, he laughed—not a good: 
laugh, not a bad laugh, but a laugh that was the echo of 
something dead. 

«Tt is time to go to church,” he repeated; ‘‘ time for me 
to go to church! Ha, ha! Soitis, I hav no place else to 
go. No money, no bed, no food, no home, no anything— 
not a damned thing. Everything costs money. Everything 
4$ money. There is no free show in this world—not a 
damned one. Unless—unless—it is religion. I've heard 
say that goes without money and without price. I s'pose 
that big bell is saying, ‘ Without monee! without monee! with- 
out monee / without price! - I'll go to church—be damned 
if I don't. That's what everybody says. Yes, I'll go to 
church and hear a sermon, and turn over a new leaf,” 

He arose, brushed the sand off his clothes, made some 
effort to straighten up his hat and arrange his hair; tried, in 
a nerve.shaken way, to bring his shirt together across his 
red and tanned throat, and was unsuccessful in this latter 
effort. Then he walked across the street, and up the wide 
front steps of Saint Pecus. 

As he entered the lofty open outer door, the vigilant, 
gentlemanly usher met him promptly. 

‘Do you wish to attend service?" asked the well. Kempt 
ang rather dapper door-keeper. 

“ Yezzir.” 

** (30 right up stairs,” pointing overhead. 

+“ I can't hear if I go up there. I want to hear the words. 
Havn't heard a real sermon for years and years—and I'm 
hard of hearing.” 

** Well, go right up. You'll hear very well up there.” 

**Nozzir; no use. Can't hear a word up there. Lost half 
my hearing in the artillery, fighting for the Union. Let me: 
get up close to the minister," and he made to the inner door 
as if he would enter the main body of the church, 

* No—no—no! My dear sir, you cawn't go in there. 
The pews are all taken,” said the usher, hastily intercepting. 

“ I don’t want any pew. Let me sit on the altar steps, at 
the minister's feet; then I can hear him. We didn’t hav 
pews in the army when we listened to the chaplain. Or TN 
set again’ the wall,to one side.” 

'' You don't want to make a laughing-etock-of yourself, | 
sir, for the whole congregation?” 

** Can't anybody hurt me, laughing at me,” said the tramp. 
"And a congregation of religious ladies and gentlemen 
won't laugh at an old soldier, who has fought for their coun- 
try, because he wants to get close to a sermon.” 

** Well, well, my dear sir, I can spend no more time talk- 
ing to you. You must really now, you know, go up stairs, 
or go out,” and the usher stood aside to let a bejeweled, be- |: 
feathered, and perfumed family pass the door. 

The tramp turned away, passed out through the lofty 
portal, down the wide steps, and into the street. 

Once again in the street, he pulled his hat down to his 
eyes, tried to button his buttonless coat, as he met the par- 
ishioners coming to worship, and went on his aimless way. 

Again he went through the hopeless pantomime of search- 
ing his pockets. Then he talked to himself: 

** There s no free show, An empty pocket is outer dark- 
ness. Ifa man has not a dollar to put between himself and. 


the world, his bung is out. . If I put my hand in my pocket 
and find nothing, Pm nothing. If I can pull out a check 
for a million I am a distinguished citizen. There is no glory 


iin war, no love in religion, no patriots in politics, no fame 


in big ideas, if you leave out the money. It is all money— 
all pocket. What account is a soul with an empty pocket?” 
Here he sneered and laughed. ‘‘ An empty pocket can’t 
build churches, nor pay preachers, nor own lands, nor 
influence elections. An empty pocket is only fit to ‘rally 


round the flag? and die for freedom.” He stopped in his 


walk and unconsciously went;through his pockets again, 
with the same hopeless result. ‘‘ Now, where'll I go?” he 
said. ‘‘I wish I could hav heard that sermon. They say 
he’s a great preacher. I feel serious. An empty pocket's 
a serious thing. I could go out to North Beach and hear old 
‘Hallelujah’ preach at Monkey Corner. No use in that, 
Old ‘Hallelujah’ has to hav money ; and he is no square 
man. Heard him preach at Monkey Corner in 1872. I 
wasn’t a tramp then. He was preaching about the marriage 
feast at Cana—said there was no drunk in that wine that 
Christ made. Then I asked ‘Hallelujah’ what was the 
use of making it; and he told me it was made to show 
Christ's power. And I asked him if Christ couldn't hav 
showed his power by making a good quality of pure water 
in an empty jug. Then ‘Hallelujah’ told me that it was 
written how ‘one fool could ask more questions than ten 
wise men couldanswer.’ And that was no fair shot, and no 
square man would shoot that way. Then, when he finished 
his sermon, ‘Hallelujah’ asked if anybody wanted to ask 
him any more questions. Iasked him what made Jesus 
shake his mother at the feast of Cana. He said he didn't. 
I said I knew he did. He said, prove it. I said that when 
Jesus’s mother went to him and told him there was no wine 
at the wedding, Jesus said unto her, ‘Woman, what hav I 
to do with thee?’ ‘Hallelujah ' said that was said because 
Jesus was devoted to the will of his father in heaven. And 
I said it didn’t make any difference who or where his father 
was, he had no right to throw off on his mother. But, hell! 
what's the use of me talking, I've throwed off on every. 
thing, and everything throws off on me," 

As he resumed his solitary walk, he passed by the half- 
door, open, of a saloon, and, as he looked longingly into it, 
he once more searched his pockets. 

** No use,” he said, shaking his head, ‘‘no use. But if I 
don’t get a drink Im off on the jim-jams—sure—and when I 
get the jim-jams my dead wife will come after me, with her 
old, calico, faded dress, and slouch bonnet, and piece of old 
black shaw], and no stockings on, and old shoes with no 
strings in them, and she'll shiver, and hav a cough, and ask 
me to come home. Home!” Here he threw his face up at 
the sky and gave a sort of whoop or howl, but instantly 
dropped his chin upon his chest and went on. 

"I won't stand it," he said. “I must hava drink of 
whisky, or kill myself. I won't stand the jim. jams any 
more. Go tothe hospital? What's the use? When I had 
property I paid taxes to support hospitals; when I was a 
soldier I fought for other tax-payers. What does it all 
amount to now? I'm a dog. Goto the hospital to be treated 
like a dog, while big-money jim-jams in the next ward is 
treated like a gentleman.  f'pose I go to the Sisters of 
Charity? I havasort of a right to go there. I paid my 
money to Dutch beer-man for beer; I paid my money to 
Irish whisky-man for whisky; back of that, long ago, I paid 
my money to high-toned American saloon-man for fancy 
drinks; and their wives paid my money to the churches, 
and churches pay it out to support charities, or maybe the 
liquor-dealers bought houses and lots from church deacons 
with my money, and deacons paid it over to build 
churches." 

‘He walked a long way in silence, gesticulating as he went. 
Soon he began to talk again. 

“ Mercy!” he exclaimed. ‘There is no mercy—it is all 
strife. Pay or punishment—that’s what it all is. There is 
no such thing as something for nothing. Itis all talk when 
they say it is any other way. Everything must be paid for 
in this world somehow, somewhere, some time. Yes! 
Everything except—except—sometimes—a true woman's 
love for one man. "That's the only thing in this world. any 
man can get for nothing—and all men cannot get that. I 
had it once," he said, slowly, and very sadly; “I had it; 
and I hav it yet if there is any world where spirits hav the 
genses which the bodies had. If I knew of such a world I 
would go there and leave this damned body, with its appe- 
tites and its habits, to rot as it deserves to rot. I'll make 
the only move to go toward that world and take the 
chances; and I’ll make it this day. I must hav death for 
nothing—for I hav only nothing. Jumping off a high wall 
is a cheap Way to die, but I havn't any wall to jump off. I 
might steal a jump. Drowning is about the only cheap 
death, but then if a man has not paid his road-tax, nor his 
poll-tax, he does not own the right to the road that leads to 
‘the water. It costs money to die; it costs. money to go to 
heaven; and it costs more money to go to hell. This life is 
all money—buy and sell—that's ali there is of it; except 
what is'stolen, and stealing costs money. I know what I'll 
do; I'll go down to the bay on government property—I've 
carried a gun and faced the foe many a day; the govern- 
ment owes us all the right of way to death—and I'll quietly 
tumble into the bay and out of the world." 

By this time he had reached the slope of the hills which 
i leads down to the restless waters. He approached the bank. 
He looked about him. He looked a long look up at the 
‘sky.. Then he said, '' If I had a stiff horn of ——no, damn 
the demon.” And then there was the leap of a human body 
in the air, a plunge, a few bubbles, and the tide fiowed in 
and out, regardless of the tragedy or the tragedian, 

What is the use of producing the flinty “daily news” 
notice of his recovered body at the morgue? Why record 
the findings of the coroner's jury? It is a daily picture in 
this world, But the eloquent remarks of the sacred orator 


in the holy desk at Saint Pecus were very affecting when he 
pointed a moral with what he imagined was the history of 
this lost soul How in the dilapidated pocket of his poor, 
wet coat was found a photograph of the man in better daye, 
folded inside his honorable discharge from the war-wasted. 
ranks of the armies of the Union. How, most probably, 
this man—this brave, honorable soldier—had fallen into the 
ways of unbelief and pursued the hopeless path of the fatal- 
ist, who says in his heart, *'there is no God," when he 
could, by coming to the foot of the cross, hav found that 
‘hope, that consolation, that encouragement, which is to be 
found only in Jesus and his cross. 

On the following Sunday the shadow of the cross upon 
Saint Pecus crept noiselessly over the sand-lot; the big bel! 
clanged; and the accomplished usher, in the vestibule of 
Saint Pecus, let in the respectable audience as pleasantly as 
if no desperate soul had ever turned from there to leap into 
eternity, where the tide comes in and the tide goes out— 
regardless of what Saint Pecus may say or man in his folly 
may dare to do. ‘J. W. GALLY. 

Oo Å ——— —————— 


[From the London Times. 
Expulsion of the Jesuits. 


To the Editor, Sir: Having during the last three weeks 
enjoyed free converse with a number, of French ecclesiastics, 
secular aud regular, gathered, for health’s sake, from various 
parts of France, I hav been much interested in hearing their 
views on the present '' burning " politico-ecclesiastical ques- 
tions—the expulsion of the Jesuits and the demand made 
by the government for inspection of the statutes ofthe other 
unauthorized religious orders. Some of your readers may, 
I think, be interested in their views also: 

(1) All these priests are of accord in strongly denouncing 
the government for what they deem its unjustifiable action 
in expelling the Jesuits and demanding to inspect the 
statutes of the other orders, in order that their continued 
existence may be authorized or not. But (2) they fully 
admit that the government, from its own point of view, is 
acting in self-defense, though they deny that it has the law- 
right so to act. They frankly avow that between the 
present ''Atheistical" Republican government, as they 
deem it, and the Jesuits and all who sympathize with them 
there exists a ‘‘ guerre acharnés” —war to the knife—so far 
as a war of principles, aims, and teachings goes. They 
admit that the pupils trained by the Jesuits, if they remain 
true to their teaching, must be expected to prove devoted 
seldiers in this war against the existing government and 
institutions; that if a favorable opportunity should arise for 
an attempt to overthrow the present regime and set up 
monarchical or imperial rule in its stead, those trained by 
the Jesuits would, if faithful to their training, be sure to 
side with any such attempt. The following instance affords 
a fair illustration of what is meant : Last year the Jesuits 
succeeded in passing:a large number of their pupils—about 
i00—into the military college of Bt. Cyr. I asked my 
priest friends, ** May we not expect that, should a favorable 
opportunity present itself, these young officers would draw 
their swords and do their best to lead their men with them 
in order to overthrow the existing regime?” *' Undoubtedly, 
we must expect they would do so,” was the reply. Some 
frankly added, “From this point of yiew we can ‘appreciate 
the policy and tactics of the government in getting rid of 
the Jesuits, as the most efficient trainers of their opponents; 
only we deny that, on their own professed principles’ of 
freedom, they hav any right to drive them out.” ** We 
freely admit," they added, ''that if the Roman church 
could dominate, its principles must lead it to treat its polit- 
ico-religious opponentsin thelike way. But we claim free- 
dom for ourselvs in every country which professes to base 
its government and institutions upon political and religious 
freedom, while our own principles forbid us to-allow such 
freedom to others, wherever we hav power to carry our 
principles into practice." . 

Whatever may be thought of the probabilities ot this 
internecine struggle of principles passing from words to 
warlike deeds, there can be no doubt that the Jesuits them- 
selvs occasionally giv color to the belief that they prepare 
the minds of their scholars for it. A recent instance shows 
this. The Jesuit pupils from Toulouse and from their 
divers colleges in that province recently went on a pilgrim- 
ageto Lourdes. 'Two trains were needed to convey them. 
The Lourdes journal thus recounts their coming: ‘ They 
arrived in good order, to the sound of clarions and drums, 
chanting with all their soul of Christians and Frenchmen 
the sublime hymn of the ‘The Banner of the School." 
This chant speaks for itself; I giv the original: 


"LA BANNIERE DE L'ECOLE. 


" Bauvez votre peuple de France, 
Puissante Reine des combats! 
De toi. de savior, de vaillance 
Armez nos cœurs, nos levres. et nos bras! 
C'est par vous que les fers zouaves, 
Derniers tenants des droits romains, 
Pour les venger mouraient en braves, 
Pour les prouver vivalent en saints. 
Comme eux. nous sommes votre ouvrage; 
Faites-nous ce qu’ils ont ete; 
Lions aussi par le courage, ' 
Mais anges par la purete.” 


It is plain that youths go trained are not likely to lack 
fervor and zeal in using their ‘‘arms,” as well as hearts 
and lips, in the holy cause, should occasion arise, as divers 
of my priest friends feel and say itis sure to do, sooner or 
later, This aspect. of the present politico-ecclesiastical con- 
flict in France should, I feel, be clearly kept in view by all 
who would fairly judge the present action of the govern- 
mentin France. Much as we may regret that they deem it 
needful to treat the Jesuits and their Büpporterg as direct 
foes to the alate, we cannot wonder they ghould do ao, 
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others the same freedom she demanded for herself. My ... “A Fit of the Morals,” 

priest friendr, I am sorry to say, only smile at this view, ' "To THE EDITOR OF Tag TRUTH SEEKER, Bir: I- was 
and frankly avow their church cannot stand it. They 88Y once neighbor to a lady who, when she heard of any social 
the school of Montalembert and Lacordaire is a thing of the |, sexual impropriety having been committed, would make 
past ; that they are now counted not good Catholics ; that, great ado about if, and put on airs of offended purity, 
Rome, by the Syllabus, has put down such notions ; that if hen she had no purity of her own to boast of. When she 
among their present ecclesiastical leaders there be any who ' was in these moods & young man used to say, “She has a 
share such ideas, they dare not utter them, knowing the ft of the morals.” ` 

fully expect that they themselvs and the church at large | prompt condemnation they would incur. Hence, they only, © Of eourse all the orthodox are pure, so they all look for 
will be the ultimate object. In proof of such intent they |repeat what I said above, “We must claim freedom for | impurity. Impurity is generally undérstood to mean sexu- 
point.to the cutting down of the stipends of their bishops | ourselves in free countries, but we must avow that our: alit unlicensed—among Infidels. and Spiritualists. This.. 
and archbishops, and just lately of their French cardinals ; | own principles forbid us to grant it to others, if we can We ; but it seems strange and is deplorable that some 
also specially they note the action of the Paris and other | avoid so doing.” This givs a sad, hopeless outlook to the of the leading thinkers, writers, and lecturers in the Liberal 
municipal councils in secularizing the municipal schools by | present conflict in France. One feels that the really earnest: ranks should be—as they seem to be—seeking for sexual ex- 
turning out the Christian Brothers and Sisters and substi- | religious Roman Catholics are, by force of their principles, | cesses, sine, and impurities among those who hav the same 
tuting lay teachers, as well as by removing the emblems of | dead against modern principles of religious and civil liberty; high purposes and aspirations they hav. : 
Christian faith and teaching from the schools. All this, | that it is hard to see how they can harmonize faith and ) ` Abbot & Oo. are so very pure that they, like my neighbor, 
they remark, is done with the sanction of government, if | freedom, religion and country. Were it not for the hard- “a very liable to “fits of the morals.” "That js not a ior 
not directly by its authority. They complain of similar | ship the government decrees must inflict on some few aged mal, healthy condition that induces fits of any kind, No 
efforts to get rid of ‘the religious element from the admin-|and infirm members of the Jesuit and other orders, one man or woman ever became wiser, better, or purer in a flt- 
istration of municipal and other charities, such as the| would be tempted to smile while listening to the clamor | t. way, or made thereby others better and purer. Nature's 
"bureaux de bienfaisance?" and hospitals. On this last| now raised about ''persecution," for those who are most methods of purification, like all other methods. are slow 
point I feel their fears are not well founded. "The infusion | loudly raising it are, in truth, only being gently hoist with regular, constant ons M à : 
of a larger and more. activ lay element in the management | their own petard. : In my long experience and study of human nature I hav 
of public. charities appears likely both to insure more found it necessary to look closely to the practical life and 
thorough impartiality in their application aud also to inter- conduct of those who make a great ado about some external 
est laymen more largely in such good works. Too often in eépreniion; ciaatfestetion: Of peor uicit eii uana 
France, wheré clerical influence has largely dominated in sanctioned by law or custom. If there is any significance 
the administration, non-Roman Catholic poor hav hardly to the words of Paul, ‘‘ Unto the pure all things are pure,” 
obtained their due share of public charities. They fail, then I think some of the professed Liberals, like many of 
however, to specify any distinctly unfriendly action toward the orthodox ministers, hav no purity to boast of. 

the ordinary parochial clergy, but are afraid it will come I care not how intellectual, “cultured,” and respectable 
later on. They take little comfort from reflecting that in those gentlemen may be who ‘hav troubled themselvs about 


bygone days the Jesuits hav been expelled from every Ro: i i à 
" $ à . io Mr. Bennett's private letters, with the obvious purpose of 
man Catholic country in turn ; that the '' Most Catholic ivjuring him and breaking up his business; I say their con- 


SUIS noU pice oed XN pg md ica duct is mean, cowardly, unmanly, contemptible, execrably 
by his famous bull, while the other orders and the parochial aie pea era with all thoir pretensions to liber- 


clergy were left untouched. They fear times are now much i ; 
T. l Gentlemen, did you ever think of Franklin's words, ‘‘If 
changed ; they would fear much less for the future of the every man's faults were written on his forehead he would 


church in France if they could feel sure that only the : ; » 
1 s ran pull his hat down over his eyes.” By that test where would 
. Jesuits, and even the other religious orders, were to be your hats be? Whose hats would cover the most faults, 


suppressed ; but they are gravely afraid the present is a , 

war—a persecution—against religion itself. I need not add s ZAN a ee a meas bob-tail.” f 
that the Univers and other clerical journals incessantly do the low and ignorant who i TRE Truta is n 
their utmost to cherish this belief and to represent the and believe in D. M. Bennett, for I hav reasons to epiac 
causé of the Jesuits and religious orders as one with that of that he loves the truth and has done and is doing as catch 
the parochial clergy and the whole church. Otherwise, to spread it among the people as any other nans Many a 
there are not lacking traces that the old medieval jealous- man passes for being pure—all right sexually—becaure ae 


ies between the secular and. regular clergy ‘still are felt inner desires, feelings, and passione, or outward manifesta- 
among the French clergy to-day. Thüs one good cure, tions hav not been brought to light. As unwise and foolish 
after strongly denouncing the government for its present as D. M. Bennett’s letters were, I wish there were no other 
‘action against the Jesuits. and. the other orders, frankly Liberals who had 8 worse record. I hav no words to express 
added: “I try to look at the question on the highest ground my Contempt and indignation at the course of Moss ee 
as affecting the rights and interests of the whole church ; are determined not to forgiv Mr. Bennett for those letters 
but, personally, I am free to own that if the government after his.noble, manly confession and repentance. If you 
should remove the order now in my own parish, I feel that cannot forgiv bim and work for and with him, do not go 
its removal woüld be good for the parish and myself. about and condemn the Bible for its inhuman and unjust 
Their work often clashes with my own; divisions and docirins. What better is your spirit than that of the priests 
jealousies occur; our peace and harmony are marred.” He churches, and the Young Men's Christian Association? —— 
added, '** There is room, no doubt, for restraining the num- | And it is to avoid conflict with this sentiment that Dr. |. Ò gentlemen I pray you to cease your mad, u 1 

ber and modifying the action of the religious orders in|DeWitt and his associates find it necessary to frequently | selfish, cruel, inconsistent course, and let us all ned » 
France, Of late years they hav assumed a dominating po- | hold fast to the ancient and familiar phraseology, though at | Jon g pull a strong pull, and a pull all together," t pra 
sition and influence which is not good for our bishops, our- | the expense of inherent fitness and manifest improvement. and keep 'open the way of human progres ai tiat hin open 
selva, or our flocks.” I may add that, judging from what} Tbe Catholic church is the only denomination of Chris- may ''grow in grace and a knowledge of the truth. p MAY 
tians that deals consistently with the Bible. It holds that g 


this worthy cure told of his varied experiences in his career, J. H. Coo 
he was a really large-hearted and by no means a careless or | the inspired book must always be explained by inspiration. —— 9 99 ————— Sun E. 
idle parish priest, : ; Accordingly English translations are not put into the hands Report from Rhode Island. 

(4) I will mention but one more point on which I hav [of the vulgar, but the original is delivered to the believers T : . 
touched. with my clerical friends. I hav ventured to say | through oral inspiration. With that church, revisions and OTHE Eprrog or Tue TuuTH BxkxzR, Sir: Will you 
to some of them, “ Your cry of freedom, your protest | re-revisions are not necessary; the holy head of the church please Ti place for the following report for the state of 
against * persecution ' (the heading under which the Univers | deals out divine revélation in the light of the inspiration Ruode rand 5 ; H. L. Q. 
now daily recounts all the incidents of the Jesuits’ expul- | with which he is officially endowed from on high. b H. L. Green, Esq, Ch, Ez. Com. N. L. L., Dear Sir: We 
sion, etc.) would surely meet with still more sympathy| The Jews, too, do better than our Protestant fellow-citi- | 8 to thus report ior Rhode Island for the year that is now 
than it does in all countries were you but able. to convince | zens. ‘They are taught to read from the original, and thus abont te clogs? $ 
the world that you are not raising a one-sided cry ; that|they receive heavenly instruction in the very language Bince our appointment we hav neglected n» opportunity 
you are ready. and willing to do to all others as you would | in which the servants of Deity were influenced to receive it. to make ourselvs familiar with our work. Our correspond- 
be done unto in this vital matter of freedom of conscience, | Assuming the Bible, as originally delivered to man, to | 7° has been aumeroue, and we shall be better prepared for . 
teaching, and worship. But," I am forced to add, ‘‘ap-| hav been a work of divine inspiration, and even allowing ea ep than we are now. RAT 
parently you are not willing so to do.” Take one instance|the heavenly authority of that parliamentary assemblage L Leur be-unñable to attend the grand meeting of the 
which fell under my own notice. Close to the frontier of | which detided upon the authenticity of its books three hun- | “99819 this year, but we intend to put the expense of attend- 
France, in the little principality of Monaco, there are a few | dred years after Christ, Protestants must yet concede a ance upon League work at home. We shail leave nd stone 
hundred German Lutherans, who during the last few years|divine mission to translators and revisers before blindly pai to strengthen the cause here, and to achieve this 
hav repeatedly petitioned the Roman Catholic authorities | accepting their work as a perfect transcript of the tesch- Nm kis hay arfangad our pusiness 80 that we can attend to 
there to allow them to build & school and church of their | ings of God. this line, Our business will be of such a nature that we can 
own for the religious instruction of their children and their] These revisers, however, are unwittingly doing the world feel the public pulse in regard to this very thing. 
worship. But they hav asked in vain. Prince and bishop— |a service. Their acknowledgment that the book which We tee things bid fair to strengthen our cause here, and 
not to add the large and influential body of Jesuits planted | Protestant Christians for generations hav held to be divinely | 00¢¢ let the West warm up and Rhode Island will not be 
there—resolutely refuse such petitions ; no freedom can be | perfect is in fact full of, errors is a valuable contribution to long in the rear. By all odds we are now the moat. Liberal 
granted for such divergence from Roman teaching and wor- | the influence which is rapidly demolishing that supersti- of all the New England states. . We trust one thing will be 

tious belief in the divinity of the Bible which has in the | ĉttended to at our annual meeting, and that is fixing you a 
compensation, for the time has now come when it is needful 


ship. Now, it cannot be doubted that if the leaders of the 
powerful Roman church in France had lifted their voice to | past given the world bioody wars, persecution, and slavery. ` : 
à to hav a man salaried to do our business for us, and I feel it 
should not be neglected. We favor Col. Ingersoll's idea of 


urge the prince and his clerical counselors of Monaco to 
asking each candidate how he stands upon equality for all. 


grant to the Protestant minority there the same freedom 
they are now claiming for their own religious orders, every- à : 

Z E 8 d Put the question fairly, and demand of them no dodging but 

a straight answer to a straight question. 


body would hav felt that their present cry in France was 

consistent and sincere. But no such voice has been raised : À . 

by French Roman Catholics. With firm wishes for success, and with firm intention to 

Again, only the other day the cardinal-secretary of state hold on Rhode Island, I remain, ^ Yours, 

in the Vatican vehemently condemned and protested against Hamilton, R. L, July 31, 1880, Jas. N. ARNOLD, 

the action of the Roman municipality in selling a site for an UA UL Ne M US 

Anglican church; albeit, so little sacred was this old con- A Liberal Offer. 

ventual aite in the late pope's eyes that he had no scruple I hav promised our friend Bennett to dispóse of one thou- 
sand copies of my debate with the Rev. Dr. Ditzler. I will 
agree to make a present of one copy to every person who 
orders two copies. I want the work to hav a wide citcula- 


in using it for a police-ofüce and prison. Now, such acts 

on the part of the church of Rome strike outsiders as cü- 
tion among Christians if possible, and care nothing about 
profit in its sale. Inclose one dollar for two books, and 3 


riously, painfully inconsistent with her cry for freedom for 
herself elsewhere. Yet she has had in France large-hearted 
will send the third free. Address 172 Olark street, Chicago, 
Minois. W., F. JAMIESON, 


But (3) it is felt that the real range of the present conflict 
will extend far beyond to-day's question of the Jesuits and 
of the rest of the religious orders. All the clergy I hav 
spoken with hav one idea firmly fixed in their heads, viz., 
that the real aim at bottom of the present *' Atheistical ” 
government, as they habitually term it, is to uproot the 
Christian religion in France. They look upon the assault 
on the Jesuits as.but the first move toward that end ; they 


{From the New York Truth. 
-Bible Revision. 


Dr. DeWitt, one of the revisers of the Bible, says that he 
and his associates are compelled, in pursuing their work, 
“ to decide on other ground than that of inherent fitness, 
and often to put aside manifest improvements in favor of 
the more ancient and familiar phrasing." 

. In other words, the revisers dare not correct errors where 
they are so radical that correction would appear to the de- 
vout to be an alteration of the inspired word of God. 

This whole subject of Bible revision presents an anomaly. 
Children are taught to believe that King James's translation, 
of the scriptures is the true and only revelation of the Su- 
preme Being. Its words and phrases hav besn studied, 
committed to memory, and applied to the affairs of life as 
divine commands. No wonder, therefore, that a supersti- 
tious awe for these, as pearls from the lips of Deity, should 
be shocked ‘when uninspired men put others in their place, 
even though the reader is reliably informed that the latter 
are the better translations from the Hebrew and the Greek. 

Ordinary believers do not look upon the Hebrew and 
Greek text as inspiration. They do not feel them to be 
divine; The very book that lies upon the pulpit, upon the 
center-table of the family circle, and from which Protestant 
Christians daily and reverentially read, is to them the holy 
boek of God. Its very pages and binding are sacred, and, 
following the channel of their education from infancy, they 
refer to it as the one fountain of divine wisdom and instruc- 
tion. No such reverential sentiment influences their emo- 
tions toward a Bible in the original text. It is little wonder 
therefore that a new translation, especially if it differs, 
though merely in phraseology, from the sacred volume of 
their childhood, should fail to impress them with an emo- 
tional faith in its divine origin. 


A Hint. 

‘Dear TRUTH Szexers: Friends of truth, please let me 
ask you—all who wish to help the Liberal League in the 
best possible way, save perhaps to set about forming new 
ones yourselvs—to aid those who are doing thie good work. 
Let us, if we can, do something to help organize the forty- 
two new Leagues in time for the next annual Congreas, by 
sending money and stamps to our best workers. 

Mr. F. F, Follett, of Rockford, Ill., who is going to de- 

vote his whole time henceforth to the work, wrote me last 
week that all the help he has received is one three-cent 
stamp. 
. As Leland says, we must organize, and to organize effect- 
ually money must be spent. Shall we ask a noble and gen- 
erous few to bear all the burdens while we share equally in 
the harvest? — ELMINA, 


and illustrious sons—Montalembert, Lacordaire, and others 
—who would fain hav had this reproach wiped away, and 
would hay had their church show herself ready to grant to 
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[From The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times.) 
Judaism.—Continued. 


REVIEW AND CRITICISM. s 

For a consideration and examination of tħe Jewish God 

Jahveh and the Jewish scriptures—the Old Testament—the 
reader is referred to the articles on Jehovah and the Bible, 
near the close of. Volume I. A perusal of those chapters 
will assist him in obtaining a clearer view of the claims 
of Judaism as a revealed and divine religion. It may not 
be amiss to go back and briefly examin a few of the many 
pointe worthy of consideration. There has been not a lit- 
tle diversity of opinion as to whether Abraham is a myth, 
or whether there was once a man by that nan, the father 
of Isaac, the grandfather of Jacob, and the great-grand- 
father of Jacob's twelve sons, from whom descended the 
nation of the Jews. He is an important personage, if there 
was such a person. Without Abraham, no Jews, no Jesus, 
no Christianity, and no salvation for the world. But some 
hav asserted that Brahma and Abraham are alike corrup- 
tibns of Abba Rama, or Abrama, and that Sarah is identi- 
cal with Saravasti, thus showing a Hindoo origin for the 
man and woman standing at the head of all the Jews. 
Abram is a Chaldean compound, meaning Father of the 
Elevated, or Exalted Father, Abraham is said to be a com- 
pound of Chaldee and Arabic, signifying Father of a Mul- 

'titude, Colenso claims that Adonis was formerly identi- 
fied with Abram, High Father, Adonis being the personified 
sun. The phallic derivation of the name and character is 
not difficult of discernment. Others believe the story of 
Abraham to be wholly mythical, as much so as William 
Tell, Robinson Crusoe, or Jack the Giant Killer, and that the 
story of Abraham and his descendants was not written till 
after the Babylonian captivity, when a need was felt of a 
national history of the Jewish people, and a nominal father 
or head of the tribe from which the people sprung. Others, 
again, conoede that there was such a man as Abraham, and 
that he was a Bedouin sheik who lived in tents and had a 
large household, as many of those sheiks hav to. this day.. 
They hold, too, that this old shiek lived subsequent to the 
time of Zoroaster, who taught in Persia the doctrine of one 
eternal God, the creator of heaven and earth, who was above 
all idols and other gods of the pagan nations, and who made 
known his law and will to man to his chosen prophet on the 
top of a burning mountain—a la Moses on Sinai: Whether 
Abraham took his religious notions from the teachings of 
Zoroaster cannot be determined now with any certainty, but 
this is known, that Judaism i a much younger religion 
than Zoroastrinism, and that there were ample opportu- 
nities for the transfer of religious notions from Persia to 
Chaldea, and again to the land of Canaan. 

Whether Abraham is a myth or a real peronage can prob- 
ably never be known. It is most true his story was not 
written for more than a thousand years after his time, and 
much of the details had to be supplied by a fertil imagina- 
tien, as the writer had no possible way of knowing what 
conversations Abraham had with Jahveh, Pharaoh, Abime- 
lech, Lot, and all the others whom he is said to hav come in 
contact with; and while the writer was about it he could 
draw upon his imagination for all the details as well as a 
part. As to how it was, however, can never be decided 
with certainty. If Abraham is a myth--and the chances 
Xhat he is are at least equal to the belief that there was such 
a man—then the story about Isaac, Jacob, his twelve sons, 
Moses, Aaron, Joshua, Samson, Job, Samuel, Saul, David, 
Solomon, etc., is also mythical. The story of all these 
was not written till a long time after they had passed off the 
stage, and whatreliable data existed to make the story out 
of we hav no means of knowing. That an ingenious writer, 
with fair inventiv talent, could easily write out such a story 
ia as true as that Charles Dickens was able to write the 
story of “ David Copperfield,” Eugene Sue the ‘‘ Mysteries 
of Paris," Hesiod and Homer compose their songs about 

. £he Grecian gods, or the Methodist preacher Spaulding 
write the story of Mormon, which Joseph Smith is said 
to hav purchased and introduced to the world as another 
Bible. 

Far more than half the stories, and far more than half of 
what is called history, are wholly products of human imag- 
dination, and never had any existence in fact, though the 
world has swallowed them .with infinit gullibility, accept- 
ing them as truths and realities. Whether the ancient 
part of the Jewish story belongs to this mythical half every 
person has a right to fix in his own opinion according to 
the small amount of proof within his reach. That the Jews 
are a branch of the Semitic race, that they were cousins to 
the Arabs, that they were a nomadic, pastoral, semi-barbar- 
ous people, who once lived in the small mountainous coun- 
try at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea, called Pal- 
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estine, is undoubtedly true, and that they were taken cap- 
tiv to Babylon is generally conceded, but whether there 
ever was an Abraham, a Moses, a Joshua, a David a Solo- 
mon, must ever remain an unsettled question. 
are very damaging to the theory of the truthfulness, how 
ever, of the story : 


1. There are no corroborativ proofs, save the existence 
of such a people, that they could not hav descended from 
some other source equally as well as their cousins, the 
Chaldeans, the Egyptians, the Phcenicians, or the Ara- 


bians. 


and all this in one night, and no account kept of it. 


the chariots and had been three times killed before. 


domestic fowls. They were a literary people, a people that 
transferred as history to stone and papyrus the thousands 
of events of far less moment than the existence of a race of 
millions of slaves, of the wonderful plagues which visited 


the land, and the slaves making a hurried exit in one night; 


of the pursuit of the king of Egypt and his powerful army, 
not one of which survived to return to his home. Is it 
likely—let the reader decide—that all these marvelous 
events could occur and not a word about it all be recorded 
either on the stone monuments or upon papyrus, which was 
carefully laid away and preserved for the benefit of after 
generations ? The Egyptians made record of the influx of 


the shepherd kings and people called Hyksos, who subdued 


them and reigned for many years over the country. This 
history the Egyptians carefully recorded, but not a word 
about the hosts of Israelites, of the death of hundreds of 
thousands of the first-born of the land, of the drowning of 
their monarch and all his army in the Red Sea. If all this 
had really taken place, is it not reasonable and probable 
that the Egyptian historians would hav known something 
about it, and that some record would hav been made of it? 

Admitting the possibility of the Red Sea opening in the 
manner Claimed ; that three millions of people could sub- 
sist forty years in an arid desert, where water and verdure 
are the scarcest things known ; that their clothes did not 


grow old nor wear out; that food should daily fall from 


heaven to keep that vast body of people alive for nearly 
half a century; that the river Jordan, when at high flood, 
condescendingly parted its waters, holding, with a firm wall 
of the aqueous fluid, the flood that must hav accumulated 
on the upper side, while three millions of men, women, and 
children, with all their cattle and luggage, could pass 
over; admitting that at the word of the man Joshua the sun 
and moon should stop in their courses for nearly the length 
of a day; admitting all these utter impossibilities, is it like- 
ly that this host of three millions of people could enter a 
land where were numerous kings, nations, and cities, and 
exterminate them with the sword, taking possession of the 
land, and no neighboring nations know anything about it, 
though the Phcenicians, an intelligent literary people, lived 
in the immediate vicinity, on the northwest, the Egyptians 
a short distance to the southwest, the Pelasgians and Ioni- 
ans, who occupied the isles and mainlands of Greece, and 
who at that time were in vigorous existence, to say nothing 
of the Moabites, the Edomites, and the Arabians in the 
southeast ? Is it likely, to repeat, that such events could 
take place and no neighboring nation know aught of 
them ? 

And after hundreds of years had passed by, and the glo- 
rious reigns of David and Solomon arrived, when a solid, 
well-organized nationality had been established, when fab- 
ulous wealth had been accumulated, surpassed by no other 
nation, when the gorgeous temple had been built, requiring 
the labor of 158,000 men for seven years, and an expenditure 


A few facts 


2. The Egyptian records on their monuments, temples, 
obelisks, snd on papyrus, contain no account either of the 
visit of Abraham to that country, when the kiug was said 
to hav falllen in love with his antiquated wife, from which 
cause serious trouble was breught upon Pharaoh and his 
household; or of the advent of Joseph, son of Jacob, whose 
ability to interpret dreams was so remarkable as to raise 
him from being a slave to the second position of power in 
the kingdom ; or of the seven years of remarkable plenty, 
when Joseph was enabled to fill all the granaries of Egypt, 
and hav.food enough during the seven succeeding years of 
famin, not only for that populous country, but ‘‘all the 
nations of the earth ;" neither of the existence within the 
heart of that country of a people of slaves who in a little 
over two hundred years increased from seventy persons to 
three millions of people, who’ occupied the part of Egypt 
known as the land of Goshen, and nothing of the occurrence 
of those ten remarkable miracles known as the plagues cf 
Egypt, by which the entire water of the country was con- 
verted into blood, the land overwhelmed with frogs, lice, 
locusts, and murrain which killed all the cattle, storms of 
fire which ran along the ground and killed all the cattle the 
second timé; the locuts that eat up everything the storms 
had thoroughly destroyed, the killing of all the first-born 
of Egypt, of man and beast, from the king’s household to 
the humblest resident Egyptian in the land, as well as all 
the cattle which, by the bye, had been twice killed before— 
No 
record of the wonderful departure of this great body of 
people, after despoiling the Egyptians of all their valuables 
that were portable, making a forced march to the Red Sea, 
which in the most obliging manner opened for them all the 
way down to the bed of the sea, standing up in a solid wall 
on either side, allowing the millions of. Israelites and their 
numerous live stock to pass over dry and safe, but return- 
ing back to its place as soon as the hosts of Egypt were in 
the heart of the sea, drowning every man of them, as well 
a8 once more causing the death of the horses which drew 


The Egyptians, according to the concurrent testimony of 
Egyptologists and ancient historians, were distinguished for 
their carefulness to make a record of every remarkable event 
that occurred in their country, and this habit was cultivated 
to such extent that they minutely recorded the products of 
their farms, and even the number of eggs laid by their 


quire a full delegation to meet and decide, 
two hundred Leagues, and a thousand delegates ought to 


of wealth in gold and silver amounting to hundreds of mill- 
ions of dollars; with the erection of the king’s palace in 
keeping with the temple, and when a seraglio of one thou- 
sand women were kept for the king's individual pleasure, 
especially when this king was said to be the wisest man in 
all the earth, and whose fame and glory were known to all 
nations, is it likely that all this could exist and neither the 
Chaldeans, the Assyrians, the Egyptians, the Phonicians, 
the Grecians, nor the Romans, all of whom were at that 
period .in flourishing existence, know anything of it? 
No contemporaneous historian of any nationality, no liter- 
ary man of any country at that era, seems to hav known 
anything of the great Jewish nation, of its wealth, numbers, 
and glory. Not a word of history in any nation existing at 
that time can be found anywhere. Hesiod and Homer 
knew nothing of the land of Palestine or the nation which - 
inhabited it, though the latter often spoke of neighboring 
nations, of the Phosnicians, the Phrygians, etc. Xenophon © 
knew nothing of such a land or people; Pythagoras knew 
nothing of them, though he passed over twenty years in 
Egypt, and possessed himself of the literature of the world. : 
Neither Socrates nor Plato knew of such a land or people. . 
Berosus of Chaldea, a cousin nation, knew nothing of them. 
Herodotus, the famous Grecian traveler, though he twice 
visited Syria, and must hav crossed the land of the Jews, 
and soon after the glorious reign of Solomon, when Jerusa- 
lem and the temple were in all their glory, yet he never 
heard of the famous King. Solomon, his powerful nation, - 
and all the brilliance which surrounded him. It is certainly 
most reasonable to conclude that had Solomon, in all his 
glory as a king of a powerful nation, surrounded by re- 
markable wealth and sfüuence, thus existed, seme of the 
nations named and some of the writers pointed out would 
hav known something of it, and hav given some account of 
what they knew. Herodotus especially, as he wrote pretty 
full accounts of his travels and discoveries in Egypt, Syria, 
and Chaldea, would certainly hav mentioned the nation of 
the Israelites had they been as far advanced in civilization 
as represented, possessing a large and wealthy city, with a 
temple vieing with all similar structures in the world. As 
Herodotus saw nothing of all this, and said nothing of it, it is 
but fair to conclude that in his time there was no such peo- 
ple, no such king, no such city, and no such temple. . We 
hav no contemporaneous history to corroborate in the 
slightest degree the Bible story of the wealth, populousness, 
and advanced state of civilization of that country. And 
however anxious we may be to believe all the unknown 
writers of the Bible tell us, we hav nothing to corroborate 
it, nothing to assure us it is worthy of our credence, 

"The diminutiv size of the country is another strong argu- . 
ment that no such nation could hav flourished there with 
the numbers and power claimed. A broken, mountainous 
country, filled with useless ravines and steril, rocky sum- 
mits, but one hundred and forty miles in length, with less 
than an average width of forty miles, could hardly sustain 
a population of six millions of people, which, at the very 
lowest calculation, it must hav done to be able to turn out 
an army of fighting men numbering over a million and a 
half, which it is claimed David had in his kingdom, as 
ascertained by a careful census. It can hardly be possible 
that such a broken, steril country, containing but five thou- 
sand six hundred square miles, could produce such a peo- 
ple, or be able to sustain a loss of five hundred thousand 
men in battle in a single day as claimed (2 Chron. xiii, 3). 
These claims are opposed to the experience of mankind, the 
history of all other nations, and are in every way improba- 
ble. Itis fay more reasonable to believe that these wonder- 
ful statements were written out by some big story-teller 
within a few hundred years of our era, and that they hav 
not truth for a basis. It is extremely doubtful whether 
there were such men, even, as David and Solomon; and if 
they lived, it is very uncertain whether the nation over 
which they ruled was a8 populous as claimed, or that they 
possessed a large and powerful city, as Jerusalem is repre- 
sented to hav been, or that the structure called Solomon’s 
temple ever existed save in the brains of imaginativ and 
credulous human beings. "There is nct a particle of tangi- 
ble proof in existence that Solomon’s temple ever stood in 
Jerusalem. Prof. A, L. Rawson, who has made four jour- 
neys to Palestine, and has traversed every square half mile 
in the country, spending also much time in Jerusalem, 
assures the writer of these pages that there is not a stone 
left of the temple ascribed to Solomon, neither in the foun- 
dation walls nor elsewhere. In addition, he says there is 
not a stone or anything of the kind in the entire country in 
proof of an ancient Jewish civilized population once having 
occupied it. He found remains of Egyptian architecture, 
of Phoenician architecture, of Grecian and Roman archi- 
tecture, but nothing distinctivly Jewish. He also entertains 
very grave doubts whether a temple was even built under 
Ezra, while he feels very positiv that Solomon and his tem- 
ple are decidedly myths, He holds it as true that Herod 
built a temple in Jerusalem, and that that was the first of 
any importance that ever stood in that city. Let it be re- 
membered that it is far easier to write fables and Mun- 
chausen tales than to make such wild vagaries truthful and 
reliable, 


Attend the Congress. 


Auxiliary Leagues should pay attention to the call for the 
Annual Congress issued by the President of the National 
Liberal League. Delegates should be appointed imme- 
diately that they may make arrangements for attending, and 
alternates should be selected so that if at the last moment 
the regular delegate should be unable to attend the substi- 
tute will be on hand. Matters of moment will come before 
the Congress, Polities will probably be hotly discussed, 
and various other questions will come up which will re. 
There are over 
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take seats in the hall on September 17ih. Wright, Inger- 
soll, Wakeman, and Leland will be there, and it will be 
worth a trip from California to hear these alone. | We ex 
pect the Congress will be & lively one, and hope all the 


Leagues will send full delegations. 
or 


The Fourth Annual Congress of the National 
Liberal League. 


To the Auxiliaries and Members of the National Liber u League, 
GREETING : 

The Fourth Annual Congress of the N ational Liberal 
League will be held at the West End Opera House, 431 W. 
Madison st., in the city of Chicago, Ill., on the 17th, 181b, 
and 19th of September next. All charter and life members 
of the National Liberal League, the President and Secre- 
tary of each local auxiliary and three delegates from the 
same are entitled to seats and votes in the Congress, and all 
annual members of the National League are entitled to seats, 
but not to votes. 

As a President of the United ‘States i is to be elected this 
year, it is important that every one of the now two hundred 
auxiliaries shall be represented, and that a republic, every 
citizen of which professes that the state should be independ. 
ent of the churcb, and the church of the state, shall no 
longer stultify itself by subsidizing ecclesiastical corpora. 
tions in exempting their property from taxation, supporting 
religious instruction in schools, robbing the people of their 
time by Sunday laws, paying salaries for religious services, 
and exacting religious oaths as security for truth and fidelity 
to civil abligations. 

If the National League has any voice, now is the time to 
-hav it heard. The Constitution under which we liv conse- 
crates the rights of speech and opinion and has no punishing 
power except for accurately-defined &nd proven crime ; and 
the depositaries of this punishing power, national and state, 
hav their well-defined provinces and limits as servants of the 
people and protectors against all personal violence and 
fanatical persecution. 'The great question of the day is 
Whether these bulwarks of individual liberty shall be swept 
away by the greed of power truckling to bigotry and super- 
stition, or the voice and votes of a free and enlightened 
people shall teach political partisans that the whole is always 
greater than any part in the administration of our republic. 

Boston, Mass., Aug. 9, 1880. Xiiizug Wrenn, Pres. 

-e 


Wesley and Paine. 

Thurlow Weed in a recent article said : ‘Contrast the 
labors of Voltaire and Paine with those of John Wesley. 
Can it be said with truth that the former two made any one 
better or happier? . . Voltaire and Paine are only re- 
membered for the evil rather than for the good they did.” 

Voltaire was the champion of the oppressed against the 
despots and priests of Europe. For this the Calvinists of 
Ferney remembered him and revered him, as is shown by a 
recent book by one of the pastors of Ferney, in which he 
pays tribute to Voltaire. 

In 1775 John Wesley came forward to defend the king’s 
demands upon the Colonies, saying: "No governments 
under heaven are so despotic as the republican. Our 
sins will never be removed until we fear God and honor the 
king.” At that time the king claimed the right to force the 
slave trade upon the Colonies, to establish slave marts at 
the courthouses, to suppress manufactures, to impose taxes 
without the consent of the Colonies, to deprive the Colo- 
nists of the choice of their officers, to take away the trial by 
jury, to eatablish a condition of vassalage in the Colonies. 
John Wesley defended these demands. - 

Paine in 1776, when, in the struggle for independence, 
the odds were against Otis, Adams, and Franklin, and their 
followers, wrote and published his ‘‘Common Sense.” 
That turned the tide in favor of freedom. It aroused the 
people, and they demanded their rights. The hesitating and 
time-serving joined the party of independence. The priests 
and tories were overmatched and driven to the wall. If 
independence was valueless Paine Jived in vain, and his 
labors should be forgotten. But American freemen do not 

so regard it. They honor the man who championed their 
cause; and when they examin tne falsehoods published by 
the church about Paine for nearly a century, they despise 
the men who libeled him, 

"The secret of.clerical hate against Paine was that his free 
.principles tended to abolish the sovereignty of the church 
as well as the sovereignty of the king. As Shirley, bishop 
of London, said when denouncing the invasion of prerogativ 
when Virginia^attempted to adjust the emoluments of the 
church, ‘' The rights of the clergy and the authority of the 
king must stand or fall together." 

The church enslaved Indians and negroes on the plea 
that Infidels had no rights the church was bound to respect. 
In the New World the notion ‘grew up that baptism 
freed negroez, but under the legislation inspired by the 
church it was enacted that baptism did not confer freedom, 
Gibson, bishop of London, threw the broad mantle of the 
church over slavery by his assertion that ‘‘ Christianity and 
the embracing of the gospel does not make the least altera- 
tion in civil property.” 

Wesley championed the rights of the king; Paine, the 
rights of man. 


een 


—— —— — 
More Comstock Outrages. 


In another place we print a letter from H, L. Barter, 
written from jail, who has been arrested at the instigation 
of McAffee, Comstock's Western agent, for publishing in the 
LeClaire Pilot “ Libra Dawn; a Sequel to Cupid’s Yokes.” 
‘We are not in sympathy with all the sentiments of *' Cupid's 
Yokes,” which we hav read, and so. probably are not with 
the Sequel, which we hav not; but if, as one paper says, the 
worst parts are literal copies of paragraphs from the former 


| book, Wwe unqualifledly pronounce Mr. Barter’s arrest an 
outrage, and hope the sensible people of the United States 
will rally to the support and vindication of the imprisoned 
editor. 


he laments the want of hospitality and sociability man- 
ifested by Liberals there and in other places where he has 
lived, especially toward newcomers. 
his family six months sgo, fouad out a few Liberal gentle- 
men and called upon them at their places of business, only 


Need of Social Work, 
A Liberal in a Western city writes us a letter, in which 


He moved there with 


one or two of whom ever returned his call at his place of 
business, and not a Liberal lady has called on his family. 
Iu marked contrast with their social unfaithfulness has been 
the conduct of the church people, who called in generous 
numbers, and extended the right hand of. social fellowship, 
and invited the new-comers to attend church and social 
gatherings. Not to be outdone in the amenities and civili- 


| ties of life many of these calls were returned, and iavita- 


tions accepted, and our. Liberal friend is beginning to won- 
der how long it will be before his family, in outward 
'conformance with the customs of their associates, will want 
him to say grace at the table. 

The church of to-day owes its success largely to 8ocial 
considerations, a fact that Liberals will do well to make a 
note of. No doubt thousands of Liberal families are 
annually lost to the cause by the frigid unsociability of 
some Liberals, and thousands more could be won over to 
our ranks by a very small outlay of social courtesy and 
civility, Liberal ladies.ought to be as industrious and self- 
sacrificing in working for truth as the church ladies are in 
promoting superstition and error. Open your doors and 
hearts, and go to work, for you hava grander gospel to 
proclaim and purer and loftier principles to animate and 
cheer you on than your orthodox sisters hav. 

As long as the church is allowed the monopoly of social 
conquest Liberalism will work to a.disadvantage. 

a d 


Among the brightest of our exchanges is the American 
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more than I can bear, and almost complete physical prostra- 
tion has been the result, 


I hav been advised to sppeal to the Liberals of the coun- 


try for relief, but would almost prefer to go direct to prison 
and suffer the full penalty of the law rather than resort to 
such source for aid, knowing that Liberals hay already their 
hands full with cases similar to mine. 
ployed to defend me before the court, the cost of which 
will be about $150, and I will only ask the Liberal men and 
women of America to aid me in defraying that one item of 
expense. 
termined.some months hence, but as I hav employed emi- 


I hav counsel em- 


Of course the result of the trial is yet to be de- 


nent counsel, with no mesus to pay, I feel that it would not 
be asking too much if the friends of Freethought would 


remit such amounts as conscience or inclination might dic- 


tate to the editor of the Le Claire Pilot, Le Claire, Iowa, all 
of which wil be duly acknowledged, and copies of the 
paper sent to each during the term of this unjust prosecu- 
tion or imprisonment, 

Liberal papers throughout the country feeling disposed to 
aid us in this unfortunate affair, will conter a favor by 
making a copy of the above and sending the bill to the edi- 
tor of the Pilot, which will be paid at the earliest possible 
moment. H. L. BARTER. . 

All communications should be addressed to H. L. Barter, 
editor Le Claire Pilot, Le Claire, Scott county, Iowa. 


l Liberal. News Items. 


‘Tue “posters” are going off like hot cakes. 
orders, ` 


Bend on the 


‘Tue last number of Tug TRUTH SEEKER was 4 Very in- 
teresting one. ‘‘ Let the chatter go on.” 


THERE will be no want for good boarding-places at cheap 
rates at the Hornellsville Freethinkers’ Convention. 


I am pleased to learn that Mr. Thomas, of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, will be at Hornelleville with a large collection of 
Liberal books for sale. 


* Way Don't God Kill the Devil?” by M. Babcock, just 


published at THE TRUTH SEEKER office, is the best thing of 
the season. Send twenty-five cents for a copy. 


Art Journal, a paper which is making wonderful strides on 
its successful course. As an exponent of musical matters 
it stands without & rival on this side of the Atlantic, and 
its well-filled advertising pages are a good index of its 
standing among sagacious business men. Its constantly 
increasing circulation vouches for its popularity, and isa 
gratifying indication of the rapidly growing love of things 
musical in this country. We must thank the indomitable 
energy and earnest perseverance of its young editor and 
proprietor, Wm. M. Thoms, for one of the most valuable 
papers on music and musical literature published. It is 
published at No. 23 Union Square, New York, at three dol- 


Every auxiliary Liberal League in the United States 
should be represented at the Liberal League Congress that 
meets in Chicago on the 17th, 18th, and 19th of Saptember. 


LIBERALS residing on the line of the Northern Central 
Railroad should at once send to me for ‘‘ orders” for excur- 
sion tickets on that road to the Freethinkers' Convention. 


_ Aw excursion car will leave Salamanca, N. Y., for Chi. 
cago September i4th that will convey delegates to the 


lars per year. 
; e 


One of Many Such. 
DAVISVILLE, CAL., Aug. 4, 1880. 


D. M. BuSREEÉ Esq , My Dear Friend: Inclosed please 


find postal order for $20, for you to use as you please. 

If there are not enough sensible people in the United 
States to elect a sensible man for President, I would say, let 
us suffer until we become wiser. We will gain nothing by 


voting for the party that used every effort in its power to 


slaughter our republic. 


lam neither a Republican nor a Democrat. I am wait- 
ing for & Humanitarian party to organize. 
Truly yours, G. G. BRIGGS. 
—— e 


Mrs. Lake in Iowa. 
Mrs. Lake lectured in Monticello, Aug. Sth, 9th, and 10th; 


in Anamosa, Aug. 13th, 14th, and 15th, and is to be at the 
Marshalltown Convention the 27th, 28th, and 29th; and at 


Streator, Ill, Sept. 10th, 11th, and 12th. 


Parties desiring her services in Illinois, Wisconsin, and 


Michigan will address her at once at Clinton, Iowa. 


Another Outrage on Personal Liberty. 
' To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKEB, Sir: On Tues- 
day, August 8, 1880, H. L. Barter, editor and publisher of 
the LeCiaire (Iowa) Pilot, was arrested without a moment’s 
warning and taken to Davenport to answer before U. 8. 


Commissioner White to a charge of publishing and sending 


through the U. S. mails, a story entitled ''Libra Dawn, or 
Dawn of Liberty," à sequel to ** Cupid's Yokes,” by Mrs. 
Maria L. Follett. Information was furnished by a Method. 
ist bigot known as 8 preacher to Comstock's Western agency 
at Cincinnati. A spy named McAffee, of Bt. Louis, was 
dispatched to LeClaire, where he secured copies of the 
Pilot; information was filed with U. S. Attorney Lane of 
Davenport, and the arrest was made by Deputy U. 8. 
Marshal Dixon. The whole animus of this outrage comes 
directly through pure malice on the part of so-called Chris. 
tians of LeClaire, with the view of breaking up & Liberal 
Freethought paper located in LeClaire. In the absence of 
bail in the sum of $700, I am held to answer before the U. 
S. Court that will convene at Keokuk in December next, 

Isend you this information in advance of the Pilot, which 
will reach you next week. 

The enemies of mental freedom in LeClaire are now busy 
taking advantage of my arrest to secure the foreclosure of a 
mortgage on the Pilot printing office in the sum of $300, and 
unless relief is obtained the material will pass out of my 
control next week, which may cause the suspension of the 
Pilot, temporarily, at least. - 

This infamous outrage on personal liberty leaves me 
entirely without means of support for my family (wife and 
daughter), who hav already: been compelled to go out and 
seek employment for subsistence. The stroke has been 


Chicago Liberal League Congress for ten dollars the round 
trip, with permission to remain in Chicago ten days. 


Tur Liberals in the various cities of the Union should at 
once make arrangements for excursion rates of fare from 
their respectiv cities to the Chicago Congress. By making 
up a party of ten, fifteen, or twenty, very low rates can be 
obtained. 


Taux Northern Central Railroad running from Canandai- 
gua to Baltimore will se)l excursion tickets from each of its 
stations, but the road requires each person coming over that 
road to first procure an order from me for a ticket. Our 
Liberal friends from the northern part of the state will find 
it their best way to go by Canandaigua to Hornellsville. 


Tux Liberal public can depend on one thing, and that is 
that the Hornellsville Convention will be made the largest 
gathering of the kind ever held in this country. From 


every section I learn of large parties preparing to attend, 


There will be but few states in the Union but will be repre- 
sented there, and nearly all of the distinguished speakers in 
the Liberal ranks will be in attendance. 


THE prospects are that the Hornellsville Convention will 
be the greatest Liberal gathering ever convened on this con- 
tinent, Ihesr of parties coming from nearly every north- 
ern state and from a number of the Southern states ; also 
from Canada. The arrangements at Hornellsville will be 
much superior to any ever made for any previous Liberal 
convention. Liberals everywhere, for & week leave your 
business and go to the great gathering of the intelligent men 
and women of America. 


I zust came home from Horneilsville, and I am pleased to 
learn that the best of arrangements are being made to enter- 
tain the thousands who are expected to attend the Conven- 
tion. The first-class hotels of the city are the Osborn 
House, the Nicholas House, and the Delevan House. These 
houses hav agreed to entertain people attending the Conven- 
tion for $1.00 per day, with the exception of a few persons 
who may desire their best roome, aud these will be charged 
only $1.50 per day. The other hotels in the city charge but 
$1.00 per day, and some bosrding-houses will entertain peo- 
ple for from fifty to seventy-five cents a day. here will be 
many places where meals and lunches can be procured very 


cheap. 


Dr, SgaTTUCE'S Opera House, in which the Hornellsville 
Convention is to meet, ia one of the best in western New 
York. It is built of cut stone, and has a seating eapacity of 
about two thousand. It has two large galleries that will 
accommodate many hundred people. But as it is antici- 
pated that this large building will not accommodate all who 
will attend, the Hornellsville Liberal League is fitting up 
in fine style the large park for out-door meetings. "This 
park is well shaded by large maple trees. It will be an ad- 
mirable place in which to hold the meeting. Along the 
park isa wide strip of land on which tents can be erected 
by those desiring to tent out. H, L, GREEN. 


538 


The Truth. Seeker, August 91, 1880. 


————————== — à em j —— a e 


Literary and Political. 


Book Notices. 


THE Gops AND RELIGIONS OF ANCIENT AND MODERN 
TIMES. A historical work. By D. M. Bennett, 141 
` Eighth street. 1880. 957. pp. Vol. II. 


We hav here the completion of Mr. Bennett's remarkable 
work, while in prison. The vast and varied field of the 
religious world is spread before us, not only as other stu- 
dents hav presented it, but from new and original stand- 
points. Such a comprehensiv survey has not heretofore 
been given by so radical a thinker, and the old religions 
assume a fresh importance in the light thus thrown upon 
them, and the new relations discovered. Fetichism, Poly- 
theism, Mythology, Phallism, Brahmanism, Buddhism, the 

, religions of Persia, Chaldea, China, Thibet, Egypt, Assyria, 

Pheenicia, Greece, Rome, Germany, and ancient Britain are 

brought clearly to view, their fundamental thoughts and 

tendencies outlined, while the whole survey is concluded 
with a masterly criticism of J adsism, Mohammedaniem, and 
Christianity. 

Especially noticeable is the treatment of Phallism, giving 
the latest results of historical study concerning that obscure 
yet all-important phase of religious development. Thea 
“tidal wave” of sex worship swept through almost every 
race, and was subtly present in the very highest acts of 
devotion. This certainly was 9 natural impulse of the 
human heart, perfectly childlike and pure, though after- 
wards degenerating into degrading ceremonies. But the 
male and female principles of life running all through nature, 
and quivering in the flesh and blood of man himself, and 
giving birth to strength and beauty, these must seem to the 
glowing soul infinitly beautiful and wonderful, and worthy 
of adoration—and this worship spiritualized will continue in 
finer expressions; for man is greatest when he bows in rev- 

` erence to woman, and woman is noblest when she seeks her 
ideal excellence in manly attributes. 

Mr. Bennett’s treatment of this subject is ex2eedingly in- 
teresting, although the limits of his book do not allow him 
to giv more than glimpses of this profound and wondrous 
element of religious growth, 

He shows us Judaism as it really is, not a sublime. mono- 
theistic religion, unique among all others, but a simple 
growth from Fetichism into the worship of a tribal God, 
and thence through slow degrees to the exalted religious 
outlook of Isaiah. In this prophet we come to the moun- 
tain-hight of Hebrew religion, but before; that it passed 
through many a jungle of barbaric superstition, It was not 
by any means ‘‘fresh from heaven." Mr. Bennett exhibits 
the different phases through which this religion has passed, - 
from the lowest to the highest, showing that in the lowest it 
was akin with all other religious developments, and in the 

"nighest was not free from many a falsehood. The tran- 
scendent idea of Judaism is not the oneness of God, but the 
glowing image of the Messiah, and through this ideal Juda- 
ism has been of immense service to humanity in the undying 
hope that it has given of the “ kingdom of heaven,” of the 
triumph of the beautiful and the good, and the tulfilment of 
the passionate longing for happixess and progress. 

Mr. Bennett portrays with eloquent and facil pen the 
superiority in. many respects of Mohammed to Jesus. The 
former was really the stronger man of the two, and while 
he had not the exquisit tenderness of Jesus, he had more 
sublime, heroic qualities; he was more the master of his 
circumstances; he had more creativ ability. Mohammed 
has been looked upon as an impostor, but we see in the 
picture given of him here, as well as in the pages of the best 
interpreters of history, that he was the expression of the 
struggling and tremendous life of his time. The religion of 
Mohammed triumphed through the natural force it pos- 
sessed, not through any miracles, for Mohammed disdained 
miracles; and so deeply responsiv was his doctrin to the 
human heart that it did not, like Christianity, need a sword 

` to carry it along; and this imperial, natural force of Mo- 
hammedanism is seen to-day, for in the East it is making a 
thousand converts to where Christianity is making one; and 
in that strange and mighty movement called Babism we gee 
the inward life of this religion manifested anew, and with a 
wonder and power that puts to shame the most exciting re- 
vivals of Christianity. Nothing in the history of the world 
is so extraordinary as the growth of Babism. It is romantic 
and glorious as a poet’s dream. 

Mr. Bennett’s exposition of Christianity is the most origi- 
nal and interesting part of the book. He shows in the first 
place the fabulous nature of the gospels; that they cannot 
be relied upon at all for authentic history; we know noth- 
ing about the authors, and their statements upon any point 
hav not the slightest outside corroboration. Christianity is 
evidently the outcome of a myth, and that myth floated 
down from the primeval world, and from many races and 
religions. Jesus waa simply the starting-point of an “old, 
old story” retold. Bt. Paul's career did more than any- 
thing else to make him popular. St. Paul was really the 
founder of Christianity, for his ideal Christ—the creation of 
his own brain—had much more to do with it than the plain 
and simple Jesus who lived in Galilee. 

Mr. Bennett clearly shows the vast, and indeed funda- 
mental, influence of paganism upon Christianity. In fact 
there is more of Greek and Roman paganism in Christianity 
than of the Judaic ideas. Christianity, instead of being, as 
is popularly supposed, a ‘‘ revelation” to paganism, owed 
most of its power to paganism. It was simpy a new pagan- 
ism. It was a re-creation of the old heathen festivals, rites, 
doctrins, and institutions. 

Christianity was purely the growth of its time, and 
answered the thought and life of its time and suited 
the fashion of its time. It was a religion made up from 
many sources, and was admirably adapted for the success it 


cruelty of that sentence, whereby a citizen of the United 
States was locked in prison with criminals of all shades for 
thirteen long months, will be pleased to secure this work 
of Mr. Bennett and be glad to aid in its circulation, which 
should be as wide as the world; and no one can read it with- 
out feeling he has obtained his money’s worth and much’ 
more in excellent and worthy reading, in inatructiv and 
valuable knowledge. | 

I hav also been looking over a new Liberal hymahosk by 
Eliza Boardman Burnz. The selections and adaptations are - 
all good and. Liberal, the tunes popular and, some, inspir- 
ing. The book is in compact form, can be carried: in the 
pocket, type and paper good, and bears the following mot- . 
toes: “ The one sole sacred thing beneath the cope of heaven. 
is man.” ‘* To do good is my religion.” 

This little book of hymns and songs, I should, think, a 
would be welcome to Liberal Leagues and progressiv, goci- 
eties. It may be obtained, I believe, of D. M. Bennett, 
New York. -\Susaw H, Wixox. 

Foll Bion, Mass., Aug. 4, 1880. 


achieved; but its success was no more remarkable than the 
success of anything that for the time being answers to the 
heart and hope of humanity. What it has done it has done; 
and the end is at hand. Christianity, like all other relig- 
ions, is a child of the past, and with the dead past it must 
be buried. It has no living mission. Born of a myth, that 
myth has now become s lie, and it must perish. The hypo- 
crit takes the place of the martyr, and woe be unto him. 
Christianity is no longer a sincere religion; it is a respectable 
make believe. It cannot endure the wear and tear of modern 
thought. Its wine is drank up; ita bottles must be thrown 
away. 

All this, and many things more, Mr. Bennett shows in his 
book large enough for a library, the composition of which 
must hav lighted many a weary hour. What has been a joy 
to him is a benefit to ourselvs, This is an immensely valua- 
ble work, and should be in the hands of every Liberal. The 
information it contains is of the first importance, and its 
philosophy and scientific criticism are of the highest order. 

BAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


FRIEND BENNETT : I hav been reading, reviewing, won- 
dering, and admiring thy Volume II. of the ** Gods and Re- 
ligions," until I am actually lost in amazement at the great 
and truly valuable work thee has accomplished. It is pre- 
cisely such a book as I hav always desired to possess—an 
impartial, plain, and comprehensiv yet brief review of all 
the principal religions of the world, both ancient and mod- 
ern. It will supply a long felt want of all Freethinking phi- 
losophers, and will be a more glorious memento of honor to 
thee than any medal ever given to the ephemeral hero of the 
hour by prince, lord, or king. It isa work of such power- 
ful and all-comprehensiv thought as few minds are capable 
of. Just fancy one's self going back to the childhood of the 
world and studying the primitiv religions of its wild, sav- 
age, barbarous, and scarcely human inhabitants, whose in. 
tellectual capacity never rose above the most simple feti. 
chism that imparted personality to inanimate objects, and 
whose highest morality consisted in revenge for Injuries and 
self-gratification of appetite and passion; and gradually 
following the slow footsteps of the ages, during which, man- 
kind has progressed atom by atom to the present compara- 
tivly educated, cultured, and scientific station of evolution- 
ary development, which is slowly but surely eliminating all 
devils, gods, and religions from - ‘the world’s great book of 
life. 

Surely the mind that is capable of doing thir, and doing 
it, too, amid such surroundings as our Bennett was com- 
pelled to endure, “shut up ina single room, with twenty 
sick and dying men all around, with a limited number of 
text-books within reach, with the consequent heaviness of 
heart induced by the sense of wrongs inflicted by bigoted 
and deadly enemies in the imprisonment suffered,” is one 
that we should ali delight to reverence and respect. 

The great biographer, our honored and ever-esteemed co- 
worker for human progress and a broader and freer civiliza- 
tion, James Parton, says of the book these commendatory 

worde, which all Liberals must cherish in memory as fa 
tribute of precious incense offered to our hero and the cause 
he so nobly represents : 

It strikes me dumb with wonder. How you could hav 
executed such a tagk, in such unpropitious circumstances, 
in the space of eleven months, passes ray understanding. I 
should hav wanted twenty-five years for it, and then should 
not hav been half as interesting as you hav made it. 
Your work is one long exhibition of the weakness and cow- 
ardice of man, and shows how, in every age and in all 
climes, he has been cheated and plundered through his 
fears, What fools we hav been and what fools we are! 
Your example, I hope, will make many men not afraid to 
touch theidol and help level it with the dust. But when 
the idol is overthrown, the great problem of human happi- 
ness will remain. Never forget that. 

I hav been running the leaves of the volume over, trying 
to decide which part of the book I like the best, and believe 
I shall giv the palm of interest to the chapter upon Essen- 
ism, as it is supposed to be the religion from which Chris- 
tianity, our prevailing mythology, originated ; itself being 
probably an evolution of the doctrins and beliefs of the 
Therapeuts of Egypt, as one can see a striking analogy be- 
tween thethree systems, and the gradual merging of iden- 
tity as you trace them backward along the track of the ages. 

ʻA cheaper or more satisfactory work upon the great 
religions of the earth cánnot be wished for than is here 
given us by D. M. Bennett, the great champion writer and 
publisher of Freethought literature, 

" Who'd rather wear a.croWn of thorns 
With souls that dare be free, 


"Than own the costliest diadem 
At price of Hberty.” 


Snowville, Va. 


` [From Truth] . . 
‘It is the second volume of a work which was written ex- 
clusively in prison by Mr. D. M. Bennett The author: 
acknowledges in his preface that the disadvantages under 
which he wroje the book—or rather compiled the materials: 
forming it—were many. He was shut up in a single room 
with twenty sick and dying men all around, and with ‘a 
limited number of text-books within reach, and with the 
consequent heaviuess of heart induced by the sense of the 
wrongs inflicted by bigoted and deadly enemies Of these 
disadvantages the last may, however, alone be considered 
to hav had a direct influence on the work, and that only ín 
a limited degree. Mr. Bennett, as is well known, was sen- 
tenced to serve a term of thirteen months in the Albany 
Penitentiary by Judge Benedict, upon the charge preferred 
by Anthony Comstock of sending indecent matter through 
the United States mails. Mr. Bennett was found guilty of 
mailing a book entitled ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes," by Mr. E. H. 
Heywood, which treated physiological questions in regard 
to the binding forces of human life from a purely scien- 
tific point of view. The true cause of the conviction 
is to be found in the fact that Mr. Bennett was an Infidel 
editor and publisher, and this, more than anything else, in- 
duced a *'Ohristian" jury to return a verdict of guilty 
against him. Taking these circumstances into consideration, | 
it is hardly surprising that a spirit of resentment at past in- 
juries should hav pervaded the subsequent productions of Mr. 
Bennett’s pen, and that the present work should not only be a 
history of the gods and religions, but also a determined 
phillipic against the Christian religion and its supporters. 
This spirit is clearly betrayed by the comparisons the author 
draws between the merits of Buddhism, the teachings of 
Confucius, and Christianity. Speaking of Buddha and 
Christ, for instance, he says : ‘‘ Both taught the most severe 
self-denial, but Buddha went the farthest in this direction. 
Both hav tended to improve the morals of the nations 
which hav embraced them. . Here again the palm must be 
accorded to Buddha, for in Buddhistic countries—according 
to the testimony of a Christian missionary—there exists a 
higher and more perfect state of morals than can be found 
in any Christian country in the world. Both are credited 
with having lived lives of self-denial, but in this respect. 

Buddha has far the advantage in credit." 

Of Confucius, the author says : * 

“ He gave at least twenty times as many lessons as Jesus. 
He was a man of education ; it is not known that Jesus was. 
He pronounced curses on none; Jésus did. He consigned 
no hapless mortals to hell; Jesus did. He did not manifest - 
a spirit of revenge ; Jesus did. He did not order his discl- 
ples to steal àn ass and colt ; Jesus did." 

Thus throughout the book the points of difference be- 
tween Christianity and other persuasions are shown to be 
in favor of the latter. However just and logical the author's' 
arguments may therefore be, they unfortunately lose a great 
deal of their weight; that is, they offer weak points by the 
semblance of partiality in which they are clothed. 

In other respects the book may be considered perfect, and 
fully justifies the hope—expressed by the author—that ‘it 
will impart more information on the subject of gods and . 
religions than has ever been embodied in one work before,” 

The religious beliefs of poor humanity are carefully. 
classed and dissected from the fetichism and animism of | 
hundreds of centuries ago to the more complicated, but 
equally vague, religions of the present day. Moat if not 
all of the author's information concerning the older relig- 
ions is derived from works and documents of unquestiona- 
ble authenticity, and where incidents or statements of any . 
description are open to doubt, the author does not fail to 
mention the fact. i 

Passing over the descriptions of the many obsolete relig. , 
ions and coming to the author'a treatment of Christianity, 
we find that the first point impressed upon the reader’s mind 
is the vague origin and unauthenticity of the four gospels 
upon which the whole system is based. With astounding ` 
force of argument and indisputable authority the writings - 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are shown to be apoc- | 
ryphal and only worthy of credence in as far as they coin- ` 
cide with the authentic historical works of those times. 
Furthermore, entering into the merits of the tenets of Chris- 
tianity, it is clearly proved that the system had not a divine 
origin, that it was not a dispensation from heaven, and that 
in every essential particular it isa mere plagiarism, This 
conclusion will be easily reached by the careful reader who | 
will not fail to observe the innumerable points of resem- 
blance between the teachings of Christianity and those of ` 
religions which existed centuries before Christ came on 
earth. . 
None of Mr. Benuett’s arguments are » absolutely new or 
original, for since Voltaire’s time till the present day scores 


ErLMINA D. SLENKER. 


(From the Boston Investigator.] 

The second volume of this great work is quite as interest- 
ing as the first volume. It comprises 957 pages, and as the 
first volume relates chiefly to the gods, the second has refer- 
ence to the religions of the world. A brief but comprehen- 
siv description is given of the leading forms of faith, from 
fetichism so on to its culmination and development into 
popular Christianity, two hundred and. fifty pages being 
given to a candid consideration of the latter form of faith 
and worship, beginning with its origin and tracing with 
bold and-trenchant pen its many vagaries, interpolations, 
falsities, quarrels, saviors, persecutions, contentions, etc. 
This makes a very interesting part of an able and instructiv 
work that ought to be in every library in the land. Un- 
doubtedly these two volumes contain a greater amount of 
useful information upon the subject treated than any other 
work of the kind ever published. 

Mr. 8. P. Putnam adds closing remarks commendatory 
of the book, which opens with a portrait of the talented and 
industrious author in prison garb, worn while a prisoner in 
the Albany Penitentiary, All who realize the injustice and 
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of men in various public ways hav braved the resentment of 
popular sentiment and exposed the weak parts of the Chris- 
tian structure. But in offering the present work to the pub- 
lic the author has compiled and revised materials of the 
most varied character, and has enabled many to form a 
really correct idea on the subject of gods and religion. 

—_— Oo — ——— 


Politics Again. | 

Our good brother Leland has it bad—that is, the Demo- 
cratic fever. But it is always pleasant reading his spicy 
articles, and you almost lose sight of his extreme credulity 
where Democratic promises are concerned in your sponta- 
neous admiration of his unsurpassed command of language 
and his dextrous use thereof in spiking an incautious oppo- 

. nent upon the horn of a dilemma. ; 

Our friend makes great account of the ‘‘ sweeping ” char- 
acter of the Democratic plank relating to separation of 
church and state. It is right here that the trap lies con- 
cealed. ‘Those ‘‘sweeping ” planks do not specify enough. 
They may mean anything or they may mean nothing. It is 
far more likely that it is nothing. It is passing strange that 
a man of Mr. Leland's acuteness of intellect should be so 
easily deluded by party clap-trap. Does he not know that 
even the God-in-the-Constitution party stoutly protests 
against a union of church and state ? Does he not know 
that the phrase, ‘‘separation of church and state,” is in the 
mouth of every man in the land, and that not one in ten 
uses itin the sense that we do? To illustrate : Some few 
months ago I got into a discussion with an old gentleman 
upon the relation of church and state. I told him that the 
mission of the League was to secure the complete separa- 
tion of state and church, He opened mouth and eyes in 
astonishment, and stoutly averred that there was no such 
marriage in this country, that every man stood upon an 
equal footing with every other man so far as religion was 
concerned, that our Constitution guaranteed and our laws 
secured complete freedom and equality here. I mentioned 
the judicial oath, and called his attention to instances where 
men had been refused the right to testify in American 
courts of justice because of their Atheistic belief. ‘‘ Why,” 
he instantly replied, ‘‘a man who does not believe in God 
has no right to testify ; he has no right to vote.” And he 
believed in ‘‘ separation of church and state for the good of 
each,” brother Leland. His conception of the secular state 
‘was a government wherein the Atheist should hav none of 
the rights of the citizen. Just so with the Democratic party, 
its voters, as a mass, hav not a whit truer conception of 
what this much-used and abused phrase means, What does 
the Democratic declaration amount to, read in the light of 
the past actions of that party ? Will Mr. Leland please tell 
us just how many millions of dollars the Democratic legis- 
Jature of New York has filched from the pockets of the peo- 
ple of that state and put into the coffers of the Catholic and 
other churches ? Giv us the figures, brother, please. They 
will be cool reading this hot weather, and would make a 
nice Demo-Liberal campaign document, 

Brother Leland likes the Democratic plank because its 
demand is so sweeping, and don’t like the Greenback plank 
for precisely the same reason. This is queer. He says of 
the Republican Garfleld's letter that in specifying one thing 
he necessarily excluded all others; then he turns aroun 
and whacks the Greenbackers because they did not specify 
one and thus exclude all others, but said, ‘Tax all prop- 
erty.” Sharpen that old goose-quill and try again, my friend. 

Our enthusiastic new convert to Democracy says, ‘‘ Just 
giv them [the Democrats] the chance of one Congress to do 
something.” Whew! My dear sir, hav you forgotten that 
they hav had the House for nearly four years, and both 
Senate and. House for nearly two? Don’t you know that it 
was to 8 Democratic House that your and my petitions for 
the repeal of the Comstock laws were sent ? What did it 
do? Echo answers: ‘Do? Nothing” But the President's 
veto? Was it afraid of the veto when it tacked its riders 
upon the appropriation bills ? 

But ** Walker sadly confesses that the Greenbackers open 
their conventions with prayer.” Exactly, and if the parti- 
sans of the Democratic and Republican parties would make 
the same frank confession it would be well for them, 
They would feel better for it. Iam sorry that the Green- 
back party is even to that exrent the slave of the church 
power, but herein it is no worse than the others; and in 
other respects it is S0 much better that no comparison save 
that of contrast is possible. 

Mr, Leland has suddenly accepted the ‘‘ consensus of the 
competent" as his political guide. He is going to do just 
as the Congress of the League shall determin. Well, 80 
am l—if it determins right. But I shall not vote for the 
party which, through two decades, has sought to make a 
man’s right of citizenship depend upon the color of his skin; 
the party which in New York and other sections of the 
country has boldly voted tens of millions of dollars into the 
coffers of the church, and the party which, dominant in 
Congress, has done nothing to repeal the infamous Com- 
stock postal laws, As to the Republican party, I am sworn 
to an unceasing warfare upon it. It is only fit for contempt. 
On the Greenback ticket, Chambers is a good man, but under 
our miserable electoral system we can only vote for one 
national candidate by voting for both. Let us hav a Lib- 
eral party or support the only reform party in existence. 

` Norway, Iowa. E. C. WALKER, 
: REMARKS BY T. C. L ; 

No, Bro. Walker—a Liberal fever, and got it good. I 
mean to go for the best interests of Liberalism even if every 
Republican should be turned out of office and the pious 
"Weaver should not get an electorial vote. 

Mr. Walker should know that I am no new convert to the 
Liberal political policy I am now advocating. I won't say I 
proposed, but Iconcurred in the same plan of action last year. 
I advocated it and wrote for it, and it was everywhere well 
received—not a ripple of opposition that I heard. The Astor 
House meeting was convened with that idea. The annual 
Congress of the League was fixed at Cincinnati, and called 
one month earlier than the year before, with the express 
and avowed purpose, and with general Liberal concurrence 
in that purpose, of operating on the election in Ohio against 
the Republicans and in favor of the Democrats. What has 
happened to make it wrong this year? 

Tf you don’t like the word “ sweeping ” I will say '* inclu- 
giv." Granted that all platforms and al] planks mean noth- 
jng, then the Democratic ‘‘ separation of church and state kd 
includes more nothing than Garfield’s ** separation of church 
and state in everything relating to taxation," and includes 
more nething than the Greenback “taxation of all property." 
Indeed he Greenback is the least inclusiy of the lot, because 
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under it you can tax all property and then appropriate the | that deprived him of his liberty. I am glad Bro. Bennett 


taxes to support Sunday-schools and Bible societies. Under 
Garfield you could tex all but couldn’t appropriate a cent to 
sectarian purposes. Under the Democratic the same, besides 
several other things hat you couldn't do, If the Greenback 
folks had just said, ‘‘ Taxation of all property, including 
church property," they would hav specified ‘‘one thing" 
without leaving out anything. You see the English lan- 
guage furnishes facilities for various ways of specifying 
‘one thing.” Some folks know how to hit just the right 
way, and some don’t. Besides, as platforms mean noth- 
ing, the pious Weaver, when he takes his seat as Presi- 
dent, can swear by Almighty God that the God he 
swore by owns his own houses, and so they are not property. 
Only property that man owns is property. 4That is no more 
preposterous than the ruling that a Christian is. mot a secta- 
rian. But to hav planked it down solid, ‘“‘ Taxation of all 
property, including church property,” would hav headed off 
all dodging. To be sure it all ** means nothing” anyhow ; 
but then nothing.is just as important as something. You 
would hav a high old time whirling the crank of your uni- 
verse if you hadn’t nothing to whirl itin, Would you like 
another and an extra fine point to the '' goose quill,” dear 
brother ? i 

I never hav said there are no Democrats who believe in 
Comstock. There are a few, and one or two of them were 
on the Democratic Committee of the House before whom 
the petition of 70,000 went for the repeal of the Comstock 
law. . Those one or two blocked the game. The Democratic 
Committee of this present Congress are made of different 
timber. Comstock tried to get improvements and exten- 
sions on his obscene patent from this Committee, but failed 
—one of the Committee, a Democrat, going so far as to 
denounce the admittance to the Committee-room of such a 
monster as Comstock, and emphasizing his protest by ab- 
senting himself from the Committee when Comstock was 
heard. The Liberals’ hav asked no legislation from this 
Congress, and none has been refused, so nothing can be 
predicated upon that. l 

Mr. Walker asks me to tell him '*just how many millions 
the Democratic Legislature of New York has filche d from 
the pockets of the people and put into the coffers of Catho- 
lic and other churches.” As to that I am an Agnostic~ 
don’t’ know—can’t say. lam writing five miles from a 
statistic of any kind, and don’t go around with my memory 
loaded up with that sort of lumber. Name any sui you 
like, I will concede.it; and then go right on advocating 
the policy of putting General Hancock in control, not of a 
state legislature, but of the Republic. Besides, thé Repub- 
licans are in power now in the state of New York, and are 
making just as good time exempting church property from 
taxation, stealing the proceeds of taxation on other prop- 
erty, and putting it into the coffers of the Protestant church 
as ever the Democrats did. Then when you get all through 
fooling with a little special pleading of that kind, you hav 
not made an ounce of impression upon my main proposition 
to organize a League of half a million or more of voters, 
then let that body of massed brains, united hearts, and help- 
ing hands use the two great parties as clubs to beat each 
Other's brains out. In that profess you hav got to begin 
voting some time and in some way. The best time to be- 
gin is now, and the best way is to take the Democratic outs 
and; knock |their heads against the Republican ins. Vote 
always with the outs till the inns get sense enough to respect 
the traditions of the republic in letter and spirit, then con- 
tinue to vote with them as long as they are true to justice, 
equality, fraternity, and not a moment longer. I hav be- 
lieved, and still believe, that there are well on toward a 
million of voters who can be stirred up to ‘‘such a sudden 
flood of mutiny " against both the old parties, and who will 
devote themselvs heartily to the project of voting solidly 
and loyally together as Liberals for either of the old parties, 
or for a new and independent one, as the Congress of dele- 
gates of the Liberal League assembled in any particular year 
shall designate, There’s where my ‘‘credulity” is large, 
and there is where it may be ‘‘ extreme” and at fault. But 
I don’t believe it. 

Isee many advantages in uniting with the Greenbackers 
this fall; and if the Congress shall resolve that that is the 
best policy this year, I shall cordially submit, I shall not 
feel hurt or soreheaded in any way if Liberal politics should 
take that shape. But I think the policy of playing off the 
two main parties against each other has many more advan- 
tages and will secure the most immediate and satisfactory 
results. Iam advocating what I deem the best policy.. I 
could say much for the alliance with the Greenbackers, but 
I hav no time, nor THE TRUTH SEEKER room, for me to 
champion all the parties. Mr. Walker must hoe his own 
row, and he is doing it very admirably, I don’t see why he 
should expect me to hoe mine and his too. Division of 
labor is the true economy. After the “competent ” hav 
*t congensed ” and promulgated their decree, if the decree is 
Greenbacks, I will turn in and dig for dear life with him, 
though he says he will see thej''consensus" teetotally 
damned before be will touch “de shubble" or '*de hoe" 
for me and my policy. He will go into the Convention to 
rake in the bets if he wins, but will bolt and swear he 
wasn’t in the play if he loses. The lovers of fair play hav 
appropriate terms for sportsmen like that, but I will not 
indicate them. When he thinks the subject all over, they 
will occur to his own just perceptions. 

ro 


« Darkness Covers the Earth and Gross Dark- 
ness the People.” 

To all those who love truth above church or party these words 
are addressed: In the last few weeks we hav seen the amaz- 
ing spectacle of a man Who has been unjustly and wickedly 
imprisoned and from whom the prison garb has hardly been 
taken off, earnestly ask the people to support the very power 


has freely: spoken his honest feelings in his own paper, for 
it not only shows the condition of his own mind, but it has 
shown Clearly the condition the people are in who hav 
responded to his words. Mr. Bennett holds the Republican 
party responsible for the enactment of the unjust law that 
put him in prison. It is true the law that imprisoned Mr. ` 
Bennett and others was enacted under the administration of 
the Republican party, but all these unjust laws are but the 
natural fruit of. arbitrary, man-made governments founded 
in force. There has been but one party in power since the 
formation of’ that instrument of death, the United States 
Constitution, and that party is an unlawful party of oppress- 
ors, having no rightful authority whatsoever to rule over 
their fellow-men. d 

Cannot Mr. Bennett and all other good men and women 
see that it was law that has imprisoned and murdered the 
millions in the past? Not a villainous deed has been done ` 
for five thousand years but has been done in the name and 
under the authority of law. Will Mr. Bennett and the noble 
army of Freethinkers submit to be ruled by an arbitrary 
power called legislators? Says Stephen Pearl Andrews, “A 
liberty which anybody else in the universe has a right to de-. 
fine is no liberty for me; a pursuit of happiness which some - 
despot or some oligarchy or some tyrannical majority has 
the power to shape and prescribe for me is not the pursuit 
of my happiness.” . 

Who made the infamous Fugitive Slave law? A. slave- 
holding oligarchy. Who enacted the equally infamous ob.. 
scenity law? A tyrannical majority. Will Liberalists, 
reformers, submit to be ruled by an arbitrary tyrannical 
majority? It is lowering the moral standard to discuss the 
question for a moment which is most corrupt, the Republi- 
can or Democratic party. As Mr. Garrison used to say, 
“They are sold to the devil (the money power) and paid 
for.” ; f 

We hav had but one party in power for at least fifty years, 
and that is this tyrannical majority ruling other people's 
consciences, which they hav no right to do. To reinstate 
the Democratic party in power again is only toallow another 
hungry pack of political wolves to gorge themselvs from 
the already depleted ruins of the people. "The plea that if 
we vote for & new party we shall throw away our vote be- 
cause they may not meet with present success is the selfish 
plea of policy. What hav we as reformers to do with the 
question of success? It should bea matter of principle with 
us, and we should stand by that principle if it take a hun- 
dred years to succeed. 

There is no party before the people that a true reformer 
can afford to support. The platform of the Greenback party 
in moral principle is far ahead of either the other two par- 
ties, but even they must open their meeting with a blas- 
phemous lie, a prayer to an unknown God. That oneact, in . 
the estimation of those who liv for a great moral principle, 
ig enough to damn any party. Another important thing 
must not be forgotten: until the people outgrow their love 
for military glory and are unwilling to hav a military man 
for a leader, we hav no right to complain of oppressiv laws. 
The people are not ready for a truly reform party. They 
hav not suffered enough yet. As my esteemed friend A. H, 
Wood says, '* Nothing short of dire suffering will heal the 
disease of the people." That is true. Five thousand years 
of priestly and kingly rule has made the people slaves; and 
these Slaves will submit many years longer to be ruled by 
tyrants. And the greater the tyrant, the more they are op- 
pressed, the sooner they will rise and demand their rights. 
Nothing can be done for the good of humanity by working 
with the old parties and taking an oath to support their 
blood-stained constitutions. When Charles Bradlaugh con- 
sented to become a member of Parliament and then took 
the oath of office, he became one of a party whose chief 
business ever has been, and is, to rob the people of every 
right worth living for. William Lloyd Garrison and Wen- 
dell Phillips, two of the grandest reformers the world ever 
produced, never voted, but stood outside of all political par- 
ties, directing the people to a higher condition than joining 
hands with the worst.of thieves and robbers under the false 
plea of doing good. 

To all truly redeemed soule, men and women who hav 
ceased to hanker after political ‘‘ flesh-pots," I say: Wait 
with patience a few years longer; our time has not yet come. 
Let Christians and politicians continue their war against 
humanity; ours is a work of love. We cannot take an oath 
to support their unholy government and blood-stained con- 
stitutions. It is ours to teach a higher condition than mere 
brute force, where the strong devour the weak. 

Let us calmly and patiently wait, always earnestly pro- 
testing against this tyrannical mejority’s right to rule over 
us or set bounds to our right to life, liberty, and the purauit 
of happiness. Mankind are not to be redeemed, regenerated, 
and brought up to a state of true human brotherhood by the 
force principle. Never until the world is ruled by love will 
there be peace on earth and good will among men. In the’ 
fulness of time men and women, purified by suffering, will 
come together, not drunk, as were all three of the old-dis- 
pensation parties, but calmly, noiselesaly, and with a spirit 
of fraternal feelings, without oath or prayers, form a new 
order of brotherhood, needing no swords or cannons or other 
death-dealing implements to support it, 

The person who is to inaugurate this grand movement has 
not yet stepped to the front, but certainly will in the fulness 
of time, At the present time the people are without a 
leader. But this painful condition (painful to all but a 
very few) can last but a few years longer. A few years of 
suffering and purification will prepare the people for the 
reign of love which is to supersede the reign of force. For 
this good time sure to come let us labor and wait. 


Yourg against all compromise, gg SEWARD MITCHELL, 


— 
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Leiters from Friends. 


OSHAWA, ONT., July 30s 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Please find herewith two dol- 
lars, for which continue THE TRUTH SEEKER as heretofore. 

I notice Mr. W. F. Jamieson figures quite largely in the 
lecture field, and undoubtedly is doing a good work for the 
advancement of Freethought. Iam unable to see the force of 
his logic as opposed to the philosophy or facts of Spiritual- 
ism. Evidently the process by which we determin the evi- 
dence that goes to prove that Spiritual intercourse is pos- 
sible is somewhat different frem that ordinarily applied in 
the analysis of sensuous subjects. 

I remember & few years ago Prof, Mapes supposed he had 
discovered a good fertilizer, and was somewhat elated with 
the idea that ultimately the discovery would bring him a 
large fortune. f 


He had found a substance that had all the elements of; 


bone, 80 far as he was able to determin by chemical analy- 
sis. Experiments were made in New Jersey, and I believe 
quite a quantity of this supposed fertilizer was shipped to 
England. It turned out. however, to be a stupendous fail- 
ure, and his anticipated fortune suddenly departed. Prof. 
Mapes learned an important lesson by these experiments. 
He was taught that there was somethiag in bone that chem- 
istry could not analyze by any crucible test, I presume Mr. 
Jamieson will not deny that bone dust is one of the best 
fertilizers. : 

So far as popular science goes, as understood at the pres- 
ent time, it does not recognize the facts of Spiritualism ; 
indeed their Crucible has net the modern improvements es- 
sential in the investigation. It seems that Mr. Jamieson not 
only ignores the facts, but the necessary condition required 
to get them. A medium must necessarily be a sensitiv per- 
80n, easily affected by surrounding conditions, which must 
be all good to be successful; any little disturbance will 
defeat tne whole thing. 

Yet enough light has been discovered to convince us that 
there is a law in mesmerism and psychology which must be 
respected. A good number among the disbelievers in Spir- 


itual intercourse believe that there are occult forces in nature: 


not yet understood that will finally explain this mystery. 
Dr. J. R Buchanan has had as large experience in anthro- 
pology, probably, as any onein America, and his conclusions 
are worth considering, at least when we take into account 
the volume of testimony that comes from all classes. 

I think the difficulty with Mr. Jamieson is he does not 
roost high enough to take in the philosophy of this subject. 
So long as he hoids that spiritual intercourse is a stupendous 
humbug, he holds a relation to it that prevents candid 
investigation. A successful investigation of any question 
requires that we should approach it in childish simplicity 
ratner than. boastfully demand that the truth shall be forced 
on to our understanding. The truth can get along without 
him as well as he can without it, Yours truly, 

H. C. Waurrixo. 


CanTHAGE, Mo., Aug. 1, 1880. 

TargEND BENNETT: As my brother's time is nearly run 
Out, and we do not want to giv up the good old ship, 1 here 
inclose one dollar to renew subscription until we can send 
the full amount. 

I hav heard of late quite & number railing out against you 
because you see fit to vote for Hancock. 1 do not call that 
good Liberalism. I say do not vote for party but for prin- 
ciple, If you think Hancock can bring about that which 
we Greenbackers are working for, why, I say, vote for him. 
This is yet a free land. Because my friend won't vote as I 
would like to hav him I am not going to cuss him and quit 
his paper for that. No sir; giv me liberty, I grant it 
to every one. If it has come to pass that we hav to be led 
to the polls like dumb brutes, and can vote only as others 
dictate to us, I think it is time to turn over a new leaf. I 
Shall vote this fall for that principle which, though it may 
not win this election, I truly believe will, it it can honestly 
be carried out, save this nation from ruiu. 

Fraternally, Z. E. WHITFIELD. 


Nonpnuoxrr, ILL., July 21, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Iam very glad you are out 
of the Christian bastile, and as bold and courageous as ever. 
J don’t mind telling you, now that you are safe and well, 
that I am glad they put you in. I wrote a letter to his 
fraudulency advising him, if he had any influence whatever 
in the administratioa of the government, to use it in getting 
the law repealed by which you were placed in prison. I 
was Batisfied from the first that your incarceration would 
do more to advance the cause of free thought and discussion 
than avy event which had happened in the last half century. 
I would like to order a number of books, but my finances 

are too low. Yours truly, FRED ROBINSON. 


New ALBANY, IND., August 1, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: My address for the future 
will be Piedra, Conejos county, Col. We intend to build 
up a Liberal colony 1a that section, and if any good Liber- 
ais wish information, and are in earnest, they can address 
me, or J. Állen Evans. We wish to get enough Liberals 
interested to enabie us to establish one of the best societies 
and a first-class scientific school. No long-faced priest need 

apply. Yours for light and right, O. C. LITTLE. 


Ha{ĮmgorG, N. Y., Aug. 2, 1880. 
D. M. Bennert, Dear Sir; L hav received both volumes 
of your new work, and am very much pleased with them. 
I would not part with them for ten times the amount paid, 
As it is time for you to take your departure for Europe, I 
wish you a safe and pleasant journey, and may you in due 


time return to the many dear friends you leave on this side- 


of the Atlantic. Yours truly, . E. M. SrcgwaN. 


s PAINESVILLE, O., July 24, 1880. 

D. M. BzxEzgTT, Dear Sir: Inclosed find one dollar to 
‘help you and Rawson over the Atlantic Ocean to the Brus- 
sels Liberal Convention, [I hav delayed congratulating you 
on your safe arrival home snd the glorious reception ten- 
dered you, but from your first start at Paris, Illiaois, you 
know I hav been With you in heart. 


Yours most truly, J. SEDGEBEER. 


NOoRTBFIELD, MINN,, Aug. 1, 1880. 

D. M. Bennert, Dear Sir: Hurrah for Slenker | Cheers 
for Elmina, purity, and freedom! How many thoughtful 
ones will rally round the flag so bravely unfurled by our 
noble sister aad dedicate their best forces to life's holier 
uses? . While we reverently bow before the gloriogs truth 
80 new to many, we ask the brothers and sisters who secret- 
ly scorn to raise a dissenting voice if they dare, Rather 


shield yourselvs in silence. Tus TRuTR SEEKER has no 
need of that worst remnant of orthodoxy which so fatally 
retards growth in social and mental freedom, Education is 
the veed of the hour. We feel that man will gracefully 
yield to the highest law and woman’s purer love and finer 
intuition when the light is shed more luminously around him, 
and that relic of barbarism, the anhallowed knot, will be 
forever dispensed with, All hail the coming day! 
l BAprR Rice. 


HURRAH FOR A BEAL LIBERAL PAPER! 
BERLIN, N. J., July 31, 1880. 

FRIEND BENNETT : I see that you hav opened your paper 
to politics, and believe you are right. I hav long believed 
that a real Liberal paper should be open to a free discussion 
of all sides of all questions relating to the happiness of the 
race, and hav desired to see some paper pursue that Course, 
feeling assured it would eventually take the lead of all other 
papers. Hitherto all political papers hav been devoted 
wholly to articles of a party character, each one advocating 
only one side of a question and shutting out all else, and 
consequently such papers hav been like horses blind in one 
eye and always blundering Out of the road into the ditch, 
some on one side and some on the other, and none of them 
ever in the middle of the road. You have started on a dif- 
ferent method. You are giving articles on all sides. This 
is right, and if you continue that course you will succeed. 
But you must expect to meet with grumbling and snarling 
at best, and perhaos many whom you esteemed your best 
friends will cry ‘‘ Stop my paper,” and turn back like the 
‘© dog to his vomit,” for itis a fact that there are as many 
bigots in politics as in religion, and bigots on all subjects 
always like to hav their own say and then close the mouths 
of all who do not agree with them, for they are not willing 
that all sides should be heard. But if a few such bigots get 
angry and forsake you, twice their number of better men 
will rally around your free standard and bring others with 
them. A true Liberal not only desires liberty to express 
his own thoughts but is willing for all others to do the 
game, however different their opinions. Yee, L am glad you 
hav opened your paper to all sides of the political question, 
and hope all your readers will suppress their prejudices 
enough to read all sides candidly and then decide to go. the 
way truth points though they hav to forsake old parties 
and separate from old friends. This an age of progress. It 
is not enough for Liberal papers to kill Jonah's whale or 
point out the errors of the past ; but they must lead in the 
future and be truth seekérs in deed ag well as in name, and 
this they Cannot be without looking at both sides of every 
path they attempt to travel. Yours for all truth, 

Tae Dsar Hermit. 


BELLows FALLS, VT., August 2, 1880. 
D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: I received the second volume 
of the ‘‘ Gods,” and am very much pleased with the book. 
I hav now the volume you wrote in Ludlow Street Jail and 
the two you wrote while in Albany Penitentiary, and value 
the three volumes more than five times the cost of them. 
Yours truly, N. Mox&oE. 


EppTOWN, N. Y., August 1, 1880. 

D, M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed tind one dollar to 
apply on my subscription. 

I see you are noticed by Mr. Holland in his magazine. I 
confess I am somewhat surprised at his course in this matter, 
for I thought him quite too just a man, and somewhat Lib- 
eral withal. He has admitted some articles to his magazine 
of quite a Liberal character, 8o much 80 that they subjected 
their author, a clergyman, to discipiin by his brethren of the 
cloth. They appeared under the title ‘‘ Modern Skepti- 
cism,” and are ably written. The ground taken was that 


there are fairly two sides to the questions in dispute between | h 


the orthodox and their scientific opponents, and that if or 
thodoxy cannot stand on a scientific basis it must giv up 
and gounder. That was too much for orthodoxy, so the 
author was Called to account. I suppose Mr. Holland 
thought the Chickering Hall meeting afforded too good a 
chance to attack you and all your friends, and blacken your 
and their characters by cailing bad names, for the glory ot 
God and the good of his church. And then it gave a good 
opportunity to laud Anthony aud show what a work of good 
he is doing in prosecuting and persecuting you. Such 
things make some people happy, and it seems to elevate 
them so much to see others pulled down ! à 

Mr. Holland thinks, perhaps, that a lie well stuck to is as 
good as the trutb, or he would hav allowed you to defend 
yourself in his magazine. Iam sorry, for I shall not think 
a8 highly of him as Í did. Afterall, isit not about what you 
might expect from his inevitable theological bias, as Her- 
bert Spencer would say ? 

It will bea long time before Christians will treat their 
opponents with fairness and that charity they affect so 
much. The leaders know very well that a fair and plain 
statement of the facts would not angwer their purpose at all. 

I am glad your paper is so entirely open for a free discus- 
sion of any topics of public interest, Í hav been greatly 
interested in the discussion of Spiritusliam. It is a subject 
that will bear a great deal of diseussion and leave some- 
thing yet to be said. Denunciation, ridicule, and the cry of 
fraud will not explain anything. The facts remain, and if 
they can be eXplained by any other hypothesis than the one 
Spiritualists offer, let the explanation come. I hav not seen 
an attempted explanation that came within a thousand miles 
of it. Getting angry and calling harsh names certainly do 
not throw any light upon it. 2 

Mr. Jamieson is anxious for a discussion with some Spir- 
itualist. Really Ido not see much grouud or basis for a 
discussion. Certainly it cannot be settled by argument 
merely. At the bottom it js altogether a question of fact. 
Certain facts occur, or seem to occur. First let us settle 
this. The facts do opcur; communications are received ; 
material forces are manifested, intelligence is manifested 
not due to any person in the circle. Now all there is about 
it is for the opponents of the spirit hypothesis to giv an ex- 
planation of these facts not embodying that hypothesis. It 
Won't do to cry humbug, fraud, and ail that. 1f Mr. Jamie- 
son is so sure the Spiritual hypothesis is not the true one, if 
he has apy other explanation of the facts, will he please 
favor us with it in the columns of THE TRUTH SEEKER ? 

Yours for the right, always and everywhere, 


W. H. GLIN, 


MopzsTo, CAL., July 25, 1880. 

MR. EDITOR; I hav circulated Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
among the friends of oyr great and fast expanding Libera! 
cause, with the request that they read and pass to the next 
neighbor. Let us &eep the ball rolling, and let every Lib- 
eral friend do all he can to assist Bro. Bennett in his great 
and glorious cause of promulgating the truths of Infidelity. 
Bectarianism stánds forth to-day as a great black cloud, 
enveloping the minds of thousands of our men and women, 


Press forward, Bro. Bennett, and loosen the shackles from 
body and mind of a poor deluded people that know not of 
true liberty. Clergymen are the cause of this They draw 
a line between good and evil, and, with an apostolic license, 
consign one class to their imaginary regions of darkness, 
wretchedness, and pain, while the other is elevated to the 
highest seat in the celestial heaven to hav their enjoymenta - 
by contemplating the miseries of damned souls in hell. So 
long as there exists a sectarian distinction between good and 
evil, so long will war, persecution, igaorance, vice, misery, 
and degradation exist. Meanwhile there will be the selt- 
righteous, the self-sanctified, the ‘‘born again," and the 
religious hypocrit whose imperfections will be obscured 
from the gaze of natural eyes by a cloak of gorgeous 
wealth and pretended piety. So long as sectarian interpre- 
tations are confided in, so long will governments continue 
to be exclusiv in their enactments and privileges. The 
clergymau’s interests compel him to preserve ignorance and | 
repress the light of knowledge. A latent cupidity is gener- 
ated through a clergyman's profession, that penetrates 
through all the recesses of society, and pervades the whole 
nation. Itis the offapring of clerical policy, ard the first-born 
of ignorance and hypocrisy. C. C. LUTHER. 


OPEN LETTER TO CHARLES E. TOWNSEND. 

i Waconpa, KAN., Aug. 4, 1880. 
Dear Sir: I hav just read your letter in Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER on the '' Eternity of Mind and Matter," and lam 
forced to acknowledge that I knew nothing about it; it is 
certainly as E. A. Chapman has told me about the existence 
of spirits, I am too ignorant to understand it. But then I 
am willing to learn of either him or you. 

Just here will you try to explain to nie the great first 
cause, nothing more. If I could only get that well through 
my skull I think that a great many other things, now quite 
obscure, would follow some time. £ will just tell you as 
well.as I can my;symptoms as a necessity to a proper diag-t 
nosis of the disease. First, then, I cannot understand that 
there can be a first where there is no second. aod that there 
can be a second cause for the same thing. Now, my learned 
friend, if you can just fix up this so that a very plain, igaor- 
ant Western man can see it, I shall feel much relieved, if not 
quite cured. I hav stated it in the shortest and plainest way 
known to me, so if my ignorance bars me from the solution 
I certainly am not blameable. 

About the next president, it seems to me there is no use 
flinging the bloody shirt any longer; that isa deadduck Let 
as hav living iesues and look wel! to them, If we demand a 
promis of the Democrats and they should giv it, they would 
lose more than they would gain, and then of course we 
must fall into the ditch wita them. Let uà giv them a 
united support and we shall wia in these parts, Some R2- 
publicans are leaving their patty and going to the Damo- 
erats, but it is not likely that Kansas will go Democratic. 
But it is possible, and if worked up the thing might win. 
Bo many are dissatisfied with the existing state of things 
that they will do almost anything for a change. 

G. W. CHAPMAN. 


San Pepro, Tzx., July 27, 1880. 

EprToR TRUTH SEEKER : Although never a subscriber to 
your paper, Í hav had the pleasure of reading several num- 
bers of it, and I would be glad that a copy of it could be put 
in the hands of every honest and truth loving church mem- 
berin our wholeland. Ithink it would hav a tendency to 
open the eyes of ‘all such, and probably make them more 
liberal and tolerant to those diffaring from them in opinion, 
I was sorry to hear of your persecution by religious bigots. 
I am glad to see by your paper that there is a Liberal League 
at Dallas, Texas. "There ought to be one in every town and 
county. Spiritualism and Liberalism are gaining ground 
ere. 

If any of your readers wish to make home: in Texas they 
will fiad it to their advantage to write for maps and general 
information to any of the land commissioners here. I 
understand that there are from six to eight hundred acres of 
public land here to be taken up as homesteads. 

If any of your readers desire some beautiful shade trees I 
will send a small package of seeds of the ‘‘ Umbrella Caina ”’ 
to all who will sead stamps to pay for mailing the same. 
This is a tree that I hav never seen outside of Texas, It 
makes such a dense Shade that scarcely a ray of sunshine 
can penetrate through it, The tree is rather scarce ia Texas 
for I hav been living here ten yeara and never saw one 
of them until last year. Wishing Tae TRUTH SERKRR 
success, I remain, Yours truly, ALEXANDER KING, 


Brooxuiyrn, N. Y, 

To THE EDITOR OF Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Torough 
the valuable columns of Tag TRUTH S&EKE& We see fre- 
quently flaunting challenges from prominent trained debat- 
ers of the skeptical class to debate the subject of Spiritual- 
ism. Now, sir, for one, permit me to say, Í like to listen to 
an intelligent debate with a view of eliciting truth, detect- 
ing error, and unfolding the pathways to kaowledga; bat at 
the same time I utterly abhor the animus of any debater, 
however verbose, whose chief glory is more iu triumph than 
in absolute truth. It is in this view of the subject I 
esteem the challenges of Mr. Underwood und some others, 
These gentlemen know, as well as the writer or any intelli- 
gent Spiritualist, that the philosophy, so to speak, of Spirit- 
ualism cannot be decided or much advanced by mere elocu- 
tionary agitation, by mere talk, but rests wholly on the 
eloquence of facts—facts, intelligences, and phenomena 
demonstrating the truth of a continued existence after 
death. But these stubborn facts they (the debaters) profess 
not to hav seen, or flatly declare the testimony of ail otherg 
in relation to the subject based on delusion or fraud, or 
when they are hard pressed, merely psychology, mental teleg- 
raphy, mind-reading, etc , etc. 

There may be money to the debater in this flippant war of 
words, 8nd no doubt there is ; but for the advancement of 
truth I opine Very little progress. I am grieved whea I 
obserye any special lecturer wasting his time and energies 
in so unprofitable a conflict, Taere may be many honest 
skeptics to this cheering philosophy, I readily admit—peo- 
ple who hav become skeptics by witnessing same boidly 
perpetrated, brazen fraud, or who may not hav had the 
opportunity to fairly test the truth of the subject. The 
truth seems apparent, the thinking mind has so long been 
imposed upon by the assumptions and trickery of priest- 
craft that it is no wonder mankind should be wary. It 
having been discovered tbat there is about one individual 
in fifteen who is absolutely ‘‘color blind,” that is, who 
cannot discriminate between the common tints or ordi. 
nary pigments in common usage, why should it be thought 
ingredible that even greater proportion of our fellow.hu. 
mans should lack the important property of sound discrim- 
ination between truth and error, or truth and sophistry ? 

At the firat Spiritual seance to which I was invited many 
years ago at the house of an intelligent elderly lady, her 
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* pastor remarked to her, “ Dear sister Williams, it is all 


electricity, nothing more, I assure you." “It may be elec- 
tricity, as you say, doctor,” replied Mrs. Williams, '* but I 
am bound to know who is at the other end of the wires.” I 
regret to observe that friend Underwood and scores of 
advanced philosophers hav not been so successful as sister 
Williams in finding out who is at the other end of the 
wires. : . 

. Some of your readers hav expressed themselvs so much 
Interested in the few remarks you recently published of 
mine that I feel disposed:to draw upon your kindness 
again. Like sister Williams, I was determined to find out 
who was at the other end of the wires. Permit me to add 
some of my experiences in my endeavors to nab the old fel- 
low, whoever he was, and bring him to justice. 

' "To please some friends who derided the idea of spirits, 
sand asserted that all the communications received were 
‘but a reflex of our own minds; that, in fact, by some 
undiscovered hocue-pocus law in nature, through the tipping 
of a table, or by taps, or by any other process, we were 
only talking to ourselvs, etc , etc, I submitted years ago 
to the idea of trying the following experiment. Acting on 
this suggestion, I prevailed upon four persons who were 
rather inclined to favor this hypothesis to form a circle for 
spiritual investigation. We sat around an ordinary mahog- 
any tea table. Two of the party I had found on a previous 
occasion somewhat mediumistic, The task I proposed was 
wather novel in jts way. In a bold hand we wrote on a 
sheet of paper, ' God is love." The idea was that we 
should all place or fix our minds on the above sentence, and 
if possible influence by our united wills the spelling out of 
the sentence through the tippings of the table. A tipping 
of the table soon commenced. Without inquiring for 
names, I simply asked, '' Does the intelligence now present 
apprehend the nature of our experiment ?” 

Response: ** Yes,” 

‘Ques.: “Are you willing to let us test our will power ?” 

Kesponse : ‘‘ Yes,” 

The label with the short, familiar sentence was laid on the 
table before us. We sat in silence for the space of two 
minutes ere the tipping recommenced, which was done 
strong and sharply. The alphabet being called over, to our 
‘surprise was given, '' You can't come it,” I must say I was 
‘considerably surprised, as I thought concentrated will power 
-did at times influence all communications. We sat for the 
‘space of thirty minutes, but not another movement of the 


* ‘table could we obtain, or any response to our inquiries, 


About three weeks after this event I was an attendant at 
another circle at Greenpoint, L. I., when a spirit through 
the raps invited me (calling me by name) to sit at the table, 
"which being complied with, it inquired, through the raps, 
thow I liked my trial, ‘‘God is love." Here was another 
surprise, inasmuch as the trial had never been mentioned 
out of my own house in Brooklyn. I could fill a good- 
sized volume with remarkable tests, family cures of ail- 
mente, friendly cautions, philoscphical suggestions, fore- 
shad owings, unfoldments which hav taken and are now tak- 
ing place in the world. On the other hand, I could transcribe 
messages from the spirits, some of the most mischievous, 
ignorant, lyipg, and diabolical that could be invented to 
mislead the credulous. ; 

I will state another test of will power. At the circle my 
frìend Joseph Pooler was getting a communication from & 
Mr. Burne, a friend of h'a and former editor of the New 
York Sunday Dispatch, which was very satisfactory to him. 
After a short pause in the tippings of the table, it was 
tipped out, *No you don’t, Joe," at which Mr. Pooler 
laughed, but explained that he was trying by force of will 
to compel the spirit to spell ont some absurd nonsense, some 
gibberish of words having no connection with the matter 
communicated. 

I should like it understood that I am a Materialist in the 
strictest sense of the word; and when our sKeptical friends 
can understand that mind is matter, eternal and indestruct- 
ible, and that its various manifestations are strictly in 
accordance with the unfolding laws of nature and are par- 
ticularly controled by the universal law of attraction and 
repulsion, they will be surprised that they are wasting so 
much misdirected energy. Davip Bruce. 


: : BERLIN, N, J., July 19, 1880 

To THE EDITOR or Tas Trouta SEEKER, Mir: 1 hav 
my dander up, and if you will allow me a little space in 
your paper Í want to show my spunk—the little that has 
not been crushed out of me by numerous Wrongs and out- 
rages. 

I hav been reading old Paul’s divine revelations where he 
saye: ‘I suffer not a woman to speak in the church. It is 
ashame fora woman to speak in the church. Let your 
"omen keep silence inthe church. Let them marry, raise 
babies (if. they can’t Contain), wash pots and kettles and 
dirty clothee, cook food, milk cows, make butter and cheese, 
sew on buttons, wrap up sore fingers and toes, sleep with 
tobacco and whisky-soaked husbands, and submit to them 
in the name of the Lord.” This is what old Paul taught, 
and he.has been pretty thoroughly obeyed until not a real 
healthy wife can be found in ali our broad land! 

He says if women want to know anything let them ask 
their husbands at home, but never presume to speak in the 
church. Heavens and earth ! if half the wives never know 
anything except what they learn from tbeir husbands their 
brains will never burst with knowledge. 

** What did your daddy die of, my dear?” asked the kind- 
hearted Mrs. Partington of a boy who had lost his father. 

“ Of inflammation in the head," was the reply. 

‘Information in the head, ob, that was dreadful; my 
husband, poor man, died of information in the head, and 1 
‘was afeared 1 should die of it too; but the doctor said there 
was no danger, for heads like mine never had information 
enough to die of.” 

Mrs. Partington is one who got her information from her 
husband, and half the women who look to their husbands 
for information never will get enough to die of. Solam 
down on old Paul and in favor ot women’s rights in all 
things, snd shall speak where I please, whether in church 
or out, and if you will put this in your paper you wil! hear 
from me afain. Yours for alt trutb, BALLY ANN. 

Sr. CBAxkLEs, Mo., August. 11, 1880. 
= To THE EDITOR CF THE TRUCA BEERER, Sir’ ] ama 
constant reader of the Spiritual smd nrogresriv papers. | 
never was a Democrat or rebel or Roman Catholic, and 
therefore think I am qualified to answer Mr. J. M, Roherts, 
who proposes to know all about mind and matter, Libzral- 
ism, and everything else. ; 

l read an article in Mind and Matter of date August, 7th 
inet., headed, Are We» Liberalist ? 1f 85, of What Kind?" 
Iu it Mr, Roberts takes Mr. Bennett and others to task. He 
makes qaotations from T. C. Leland, and tries to criticise 
them, in his usual bitter and unkindly spirit, and, as I 
lnow, very unjusdy. R-berts writeg some good things in 
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his paper, but he puts me in mind of '' the cow that gave the 
pai! of milk, then lifted her foot and kicked it over." 

I hav read Mr. Leland’s remarks, and agree with him 
fully. I say further that no mau but a knave or a fool 
would vote the present Republican ticket, Garfield and 
Arthur are both well known, and any man who reads Gen. 
McDonald's ezposé of the whisky ring and votes the Repub- 
lican ticket .afterward, I can hav no use for, but must 
look upon him with grave suspicion. 
think, with those of old, ‘My party, right or wrong,” a 
good dyed-in-the-wool Republican. J hav voted the Repub- 
Hean ticket, but when I. found them out to be robbers I 
quit them, and now vote for greenbacks, Roberts seems to 
uphold all the villainous acts of his corrupt party, even to 
the Comstock law. But I hope he will see his folly and aci 
as a consistent man and advocate of honesty and true prog- 
ress. Why does he try to teach one thing and practice 
another? I do not consider him a Liberslist, by any manner 
of meaus, and he must be told so in ‘plain language. He 
must learn that he is only one in this community, even 
though he be editor of Mind and Matter. 

Yours for truth, 


Orze@on, Mo., August 10, 1880. 

Mz. Eprror: The remarks of Mr. Leland on the shame- 
ful degeneracy of our politics from those. of our British 
ancestors remivds me to call attention to a remark of Black- 
8tone on the effort made to try offenders out of their coun- 
ties in England. He says it was found a hardship too in- 
tolerable to be borne to compel suitors, witnesses, and jurors 
to go from Westmoreland to Westminster, and the «ffort 
was abandoned. Bear in mind that they never even dreamed 
of trying men out of their counties unless jurymen from 
their counties were taken to the place of trial. - 

Patrick Henry, in ‘ Debates on the Constitution,” spoke 
warmly against the grant to Congress of power to punish 
even the few offenders therein mentioned. I wish some one 
would copy from'these ‘‘ Debates" the remarks of Holmes 
of Massachusetts on that very subject. In what colors of 
gloom did he paint the times when the abuses we daily read 
of would occur! I hav not access to the volumes—Blliott’s 
“ Debates "—else I would do so. One of the delegates ex- 
claimed, ‘‘God forever protect my country from guch 
tyranny!” 

Our courts are traps to catch citizens on charges where, 
insiead of the mildest punishments being inflicted for slight 
offenses, the severest are employed, and often in direct vio- 
lation of the very Jaws that create the cffenses. An accuse- 
tion that drags one great distancer, and compels him to de- 
fend himself, at enormous expense, puts him at wonderful 
disadvantege, and to think that when acquitted he is not 
repaid his costs, it is too mean, too outrageous, to be spoken 
of. The thing is incredible, therefore the world pays no 
attention to it. Some one ought to get up a volume on the 
subject, mentioning cases, costs, etc., and then giv a few 
extracts from the Constitution and the debates on it by the 
framers, with the resolutions of Jefferson and Madiaon re- 
garding this power of Congress.. Every ove of these acts of 
Congress is unconstitutional, and the tyranny has no paral 
lel among civilized beings. Hour. 


J. M. HARBISON. 


OscEOLA, Iowa, July 27, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Much diversity of opinion 
has been expressed as to political action which Liberals 
should adopt—whether to affiliate with Democracy and help 
to oust Republican corruption and its long adhesion to 
office (this ig expediency first and principle second), or 
whether to go on independently as a third party, adhering 
strictly to principle, and trust to accumulated wrong-doings 
in the old parties to bring at least a remedy (.his is principle 
first and expediency second). 

I would say adhere to principles which both the old par- 
ties repudiate. The only great question between the old 
parties is, Who is to reap the spoils of office? Botb are for 
hard money, which makes hard times. Both uphold bank 
corporations to control the currency and make it fluctuate 
to suit speculators. Both are for an aristocracy of weath 
and for a depressed, slavish labor. Both would perpetuate 
a national debt rather than pay it. Both would imprison 
for an opinion. Both would exempt church property from 
taxation. In short, both are averse to any reform of accu- 
mulating and long standing abuses. 

If the third party temporize now, it is immediately on & 
level with the two Corrupt factions, and lost for any future 
good. But if it holds on its way and sticks to what is righi 
and just, Republicans and Democrats alike, who are good 
and true men, will leave the old parties and swell the ranks 
of the new, until a majority is in favor of *'the greatest good 
for the greatest number," There is no such thing as an old 
corrupt party reforming itself. Rəforms of any importance 
must come from' a new party. 'f'he young party of to-day 
is growing vigorously, but if it becomes impatient, like the 
dog iu the fable catching at a shadow and losing the aub 
stance, then its days are numbered, and premature death 
awaits it. Eaergy and time will win where impatience wil! 
lose. St. Paul's doctrin of expediency as a substitute for 
right has done a world of mischief. F. J. Emary. 


. Lamar, Mo., July 31, 1880. 

FRIEND BENNETT: When your mind runs back to the 
forgery, perjury, and corruption of the prosecutors and 
court which consigned you to a living tomb, think not that 
it was a local persecution, stimulated by bad men who are 
in that vicinity. That same spirit is to be found wherever 
you find Christianity. 
acting, proscriptiv, dogmatica), and mean. 

We hav had a little example of Christian love and for 
bearance here which is worthy of attention, and in itself 
sufficient to stamp the whole system with that same intoler 
ance which pervaded the church in the days of the inquisi- 
tion; the only difference is they hav not tre power no« to 
burn men for their opinione, but in some places they do hav 
the power to imprison them and destroy property, and 
wherever they hav that power they always wield it with as 
much alacrity as they did in the dark days of priestly rule. 
and the people will never get rid of that spirit, ia the Chria- 
tian religion, until they get rid of it. 

We are starting a Liberal colony herr, in Barton Co., 
Mo. We hav founded a town called Liveral, with every 
prospect of a grand future. Failing in doing us any harm 
by preaching against us, and Jyibg about ur, 88 ovly Choris- 
uans can lie, they concluded they would destroy our town 
by petitions co the railroad company to remuve the newly 
established switch and depot, to & point further east, which 
if done would ruin us. The reasons assigned for their das- 
tardly conduct were that we were Inüdel8 and were induc- 
ing that class of people to settle here, and they would not 
irado cn town where such people controled, as they do in 

iberal. 


The manager of the road, Hon. G H. Nettleton, quietly 


replied that he '* knew of no reason why tho station at Lib. 


Roberts seems to| 


SEEKER. 


reputation as a political speaker. 
committees would do well to employ him during the present 
campaign. 


Its very nature is to make men ex- | 


eral should be changed, and it would not be done," thus 
squelching them in that effort to harm us and destroy our 
property by making it valueless. t 
public attention to their meanness, aad it has strengthened 
our cause. 


It had the effect to arouse 


On Saturday and Sunday last, we had a grove-meeting. 


Four hundred took dinner with us, and all felt, as a per- 
sou said, morally, mentally, and physically stronger. 


Inclosed find three dollars for which send Taz TRUTH 

Fraternally yours, — G. H. WATSON. 
MILNERSVILLE, O., Aug. 2, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir; lnclosed you will find $1, 


for which please send me “Sixteen Saviors or None." 
hav just finished 4 , 
which is a powerful book and will help wonderfully in 
destroying superstition. : r 
other person besides myself who believed in Freethought. 


reading ''Bixteen Crucified Savior,’ 
At this place there was only one 


We had a hard time of it at first, but I tell you we hav done 
agood work. Now we can count fourteen outspoken ones, 


and at least three or four times a8 many who believe as we 
do but are yet afraid to come out like meu and stand up for 
these principles. 
great trouble so far is that we two hav had to be at all the 
expense of getting books, tracts, papers, etc. 
only raise money to pay for some lectures it would open up 


But time will fetch them all right. The 


It we could 


a fine field. What we need is plenty of tracts, books, and 


papers to distribute among the people. It would not be two 
years before the churches here would lose half or two-thirds 


of their members. On, yee, I almost forgot, What does 
‘ Superstition, the Religion of Believe or Ba Damned 


cost ? Where can we get information in regard to Organiz- 


Very truly yours, 
y TW. B. "ROSAMOND. 


Instruction for forming 


ing a Liberal League ? 


L‘ Superstition ” costa 25 cents. 


Leagues can be obtained of H. L. Green, Salamanca, N. Y., 


while Mr. Rawson is in Europe. —E». T. 8.] 
————— ,——————— 


Notes by the Way.—From Iowa. 


At Elgin, Fayette county, there are some good workers; 


among those we met, James Cooley and Peter Nicklaus. 
That stanch friend of the cause, W. M. Bennett, it was not 


my good fortune to see, he being some three miles out of 
town. There ought to be à good hotel in Elgin to fit the 
prices of fare in that village. Our friend Nicklaus kindly 
took us to Clermont, the post village of Larrabee, Duke of 


Fayette, who from the window of his ducal Castle, perched 


upon the overlooking bluffs, cau view his toiling serfs as 
they labor in the town and the valley of Turkey River to 


gather for him the golden sheaves of money. His neighbors 


wonder how he can absorb interest upon so much and pay 


taxes upon so little. It is one of the mysteries of Republican 


legislation. Let us cease to murmur, and be duly thankful 
that we liv ina Christian land and in a state dominated by 
the God-and-morality party. 


We spent Sunday, the ist inst., most agreeably in the 
hospitable home of our Positivist and Greenback friend G. 
L. Henderson, E:q., of Postville, Allamakee county. 
Henderson is a most pleasant conversationalist, and one 
cannot be lonesome in the company of himself and charm- 
ing family. He is now writing a series of very interesting 
and instructiv essays, entitled “ Evolution in Politics,” for 
the Independence National Advocate, In traveling through 
this section of the etate I find that Mr. Henderson has a fine 
Greenback clubs and 


From Postville we proceeded over the Chicago, Milwau- 


kee & St. Paul Railroad to Charles City, stopping only at 


This is a fine section of the 
As the train sped on 


Castalia, Ossian, and Colman. 
state, but the wheat crop is poor. 


over the prairies of southern Winnesheik, the views were. 


generally beautiful, aud one could but regret that mea and 
women are 80 bound by the chains of superstition and 
ignorance that they are unable to derive one-tenth of the 
happiness from their sojourn in the lovely mother-land that 
they might under proper industrial, political, and social 
relations. 


Arriving at Charles City we met with a most cordial wel- 
come from that brave worker John Mahara. Many of the 
best Liberals here I did not see, as they are farmers, and 
this is just the busiest season of the year. At Nashua we 
enjoyed the hospitality of the veteran Thomas Tracy, and 
met some other good men who sbould be taking some wide- 
awake Liberal paper. To friends H. H. Hopkins and Mr. 
Livermore I am under obligations for favors extended. 


A. Larkin, E:q., of Plainfield, is a thorn in the flesh of 
the weak sons and daughters of ‘‘Gawd.” There are quite 
a number of people there who are beginning to do their own 
thinking. 

I hav just received a note from Bro. Jamieson saying that 
he will be with us all through the Convention. 

Mrs. Lake writes that Mr. Peck will be on hand to fur 
nish us with some good music, probably assisted by a part 
of the Clinton Liberal choir, 


Letters from all parts of the state are daily reaching me, 
in which the writers announce their intention of being part 
of the grand mass Convention, 


This week large posters of the meeting will be sent to our 
friends all over the state, and to good Liberals in other 
states. Send for some at once, and immediately post them. 
Do not forget that all these things cost money, and that the 
committee justly looks to the Liberals of the state to assist 
in the good work. 

A notice of the meeting is being sent to all the papers of 
Iowa. We mean business. Do you? For particulars, 
posters, etc., address either the undersigned at Marshall- 
town, lows, until after the Convention, or Col. M. E. 
Billings, Waverly, Bremer county, or H. W. Mercer, Win- 
terset, Madison county, lowa. Come up and counsel and 
rejoice with us. ‘‘ He who can read the signa of the times, 
reads in them that the kingdom of man is at hand.” 

FE. C, WALEER, 


Mr. 
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Alice Carey. 


A poet born, not made; — 
By nature taught, she knew; 
And knowing, still obeyed 
The beautiful, the true. 


Hers was the seeing eye, 
The sympathetic heart. 

The subtle art whereby 
She hid all show of art. 


She caught the primal charm 
Of every common scene, 
Of river. cottage. farm, 
Blue sky. and woodland green. 


Baptized in sorrow's stream, 
She sgng, how sweetly well, 

Of true love's tender dream 
And sad death’s asphodel, 


Her pensiv muse has fled 
From hill and meadow brook; 
No more her footsteps tread 
Thy path, fair Olover Nook. 


No more may she behold 

The dew-crowned summér morn 
On wings of sunshina gold 

Fly o'er the bending corn. 


No more her mournful gaze 
On autumn eves shall mark 
Red twilight’s smoldering rays 
Slow westering to the dark. 


No note of joyous birds, 
Nor April’s fragrant breath, 
Nor tears, nor loving words 
May break the spell of death. 


Sleep on, and take thy rest 
In Greenwood, by the sea, 
Dear poet of the West, 
None hay forgotten thee, 
— W. H. Venable in Cincinnati Commercial, 


— mm 
To Ingersoll. 


Oh, “ Reason, Observation, and 
Exvoerience"—the three. 

Of" Science” they most surely are 
The " Holy Trinity.” 


So says that grand apostle, know. 
Brave Ingersoll, the MAN 

Who ’gainst black superstition, wars 
His banner in the van. 


'Gainst Bigotry, Intolerance, 
"Is war unto the knife. 

With valiant Ingersoll who says, 
" Liv now while you hav life.” 


“Stale miracles” he will not bolt, 
Rates gods as most unkind; 

Believes in reason, common sense, 
And will not " go it blind." 


All honor to brave Ingersoll. 
The man who dares to speak 
Against the superstitions black 

With which the nations reek. 


With him we look for that good time— ` 
Good time for us, poor clods— 
When “ Reason shall be King of kings,” 
Shall be the “God of gods.” 
—Mamie Luke in Truth. 
ea 


The Amateur Farmer. 


I dream of a beautiful time 
When the world shall happy be; 
When the elephants and hyenas 
Shall blossom on every tree; 
When tamarinds and potatoes 
Shall cease their dreadful roar; 
When turnip trees shall blossom . 
Inthe garden for evermore. 


I dream of a great republic 
When the people shall ali go West, 
Sow plums and reap tomatoes 
In the land they love the best; 
Where pig iron &nd molasses 
Shall bloom on every hill. 
And chickens low in the barnyard 
While gooseberries toil at the mill. 


I'm weary of seeing the cabbage 
Handlethe rakeand thehoe; . 
I'm weary of watching &nd waiting 
For the grasshopper bush to grow; 
I long for the time when spinach 
Shall cope with bread and milk; 
When hens shall lay potatoes, 
And horses spin raw silk. 


Oh! sweet were the vanished hours. 
When I wandered down the glen, 

And wreathed my brow with tomatoes, 
Or plucked the ripened hen; 

While the donkey twined up the trellis, 
And the cucumber chirped in the grass, 

And the sweet potato whistled 
To its mate in the mountain pass. 


But gone are the days of childhood. 
And manhood’s dreams are mine; 

Yet I long for the by-gone hours 
As I sit neath this Turkish vine. 

Oh! wreathe your blossoms about me, ` 
And soothe my aching breast; 

Whiie the gooseberry plaintivly warbles 
And lulls me to quiet and rest. 

—Philadelphia Evening Bulletin. 


Correspondence, 


A gentleman, “Positivist,’ desires corre- 
spondence with a lady of a genial disposition, 
having literary, vocal. and instrumental musi- 
cal accomplishments. Brunet preferred, and 
object matrimony, Address FAVOBITE, 

334 TRUTH SEEKER office, 


To the Benevolent. 


A young married woman. with a child, who 
has been abandoned by a graceless Christian 
husband because she entertains Liberal views, 
Wishes to obtain an honorable position ag 
housekeeper, or in some other useful capacity, 
to supvort herself and child, Address, STEAD: 
FAST, TRUTH SEEKER office, ata - 


WHY DON’T GOD KILL 
om) 


4 p 
n 
n 


THE DEVIL? 


Berl f Essays dedicated to the Bt. Johns 
el (Mich;) School Board.” 


BY M. BABCOCK, 


Price, 25 cents. For sale at this offica, 


SUPERSTITION; 


THE RELIGION OF 


“Believe or be Damned.” 

OPEN LETTER TO THE 

JOHNS SCHOOL BOARD. 
BY 


M. BABCOCK. 


This book contains an inspired PHOTO- 
GRAPH of the GOD that’s being worshiped at 
the expense of the district in our Rablic 
schools; the God that” overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that’s wanted in the Constitution; the 
gentleman that owns some three billion dollars’ 
worth of untaxed church property the * sọ- 
help-me" God that mukes.a lie the truth in 
court; the God tbat governors besought to stop 
the yellow fever. which he didn't do. The pic- 
ture is worth the price of the book. Price, 25 
cents. Forsaleby . M. BE , 

] 141 Eighth street, Now York. 


ST. 


LADIES!! 


*' SALEM, OB., July 17, 1880, 
“S. H. PRESTON, Dear Sir: Please send me by 
express, C, O, D., to Portland, Or,, $100,00 (one 
hundred dollars) worth of that “ Comstock ” 
Syringe. I mean business. 
“Dg. MARY SOLANDER,” 


. Only sixteen had been sold when 


COMSTOCK 


Bet out to suppress it. Now orders come as 
above. Grand jurymen buy it for their wives. 
It is SIMPLE, SAFE, INFALLIBLY RELIABLE, neo. 
essary to HEALTH and personal purity, and is 
pronounced by patients and physicians to be 
the greatest 

GODSEND To THE SEX 


gotten up in this generation. Sent securely 
boxed. with private instructions for special use. 
Confidential terms to agents. Price $5 00; im- 
proved, $10.00. Address BAM. H. PRESTON, 
t{32 209 West 34th st.. New York. 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT C. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
rei containing 275 pages, 12mo, Price, 

1. 


» 
This book contains the principal pointa that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against, the Pentateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 
hlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
neorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while thera 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book 18 unanswerable in 
its facts and logic.inimitable in its atyle, and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, and pathos, 


Busts of R. G, Ingersoll, 
By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50, f 

Small Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostie 
of Liberty should hav at least one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, 


By Sanony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or large size . , , 40 cents 
Photo or card size ar ER 20 *" 
Life-size Lithograph. 21x97. . . 60 " 


Postage paid. 
. D, M, BENNETT. 
141 EIGHTH 8T.. New YORE. 


Wanted. 


A widow of thirty-two would Jike to corre- 
spond with an educated Liberal-minded gantie- 
‘man. Address SINCEBITY, care of TRUTH NEER. 
ER Office, 432 


. — THE 
Anonymous Hypothesis 


Y e 
Creation. 
A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
a Account. 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Cloth; price 50 cents. Forsaleby  . í 
: D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth St.. N, Y. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East,” ‘‘ Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; l2mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 

The characters are set before us by & few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 

ower, eloquence, and originality character- 
ize “ Nathaniel Vaughan " to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels,—Zilusirated Lon- 


ews. ] 
An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition. 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded. on the canvas.— Westminster Review. 
D. M. BENNETT, Publisher. 141 Eighth St.. N.Y 


An Occult Mystery. 
` WHO CAN SOLVE IT? 


À new phenomenal means of curing the sick. 
Safe, reliable, astonishing, successful, available 


everywhere, Address 
. DR. J, M, MOSELEY. 
18127 . 141 South 8:h 8t., Brooklyn, N. X. 


KNOW 
LA 


hausted vitality, nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. . 

_ Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. It is a standard medica) work, 
the best inthe English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 


tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for allforms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
ten times the price of thebook, Bound in French 
cloth : price only $1, sent by mall post-paid. 
he London Lancet says : * No person should 
noble benefactor. 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. 

P. A. BIBSELL, M.D., President of the Nation- 
al Medical Association. 

Address Dr. W. H. PAR 
Boston, Mass. The author HEAL 
may be consulted on all dis- 
eases requiring skill and ex- THYSELF 

BY 
VOLTAIRE. [3 
Transiated from the French by Miss Ellen 
ish. The pamphlet contains nearly 600 of Vol- 

taire's sharp, terse, sarcastic, scathing defini- 
tions of theological and ecclesiastical subjects, 
world like it. Everybody ought to hav a copy. 
180 pages. Price, only 25 cents. : 

AN OUTLINE 
dace ‘OAUSES ANI > 
RESULTS. 

Thereis probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or more important than 
the French Revolution in the last century, and 
manner. Every one who reads it will be pleased 
with it. Price, 35 cants. Send to this office. 

THE 
BETWEEN 
PROF. W. F. JAMIESON, 
Of Chicago, Ill., and Minnesota, and the 
Of Kentucky. 

Held in Kirksville, Mo., during nine evenings 
—May 20-29, 1878. Synopsis report—official. 
entation of the theological questions which 
divide Christians and Liberals. Ths Rev. 
Ditzler is regarded as an able defender of his 
edly be admitted by the reader that Prof. W. F. 
Jamieson fully met all he had to offer. Obris- 
tian readers will take more kindly to a work of 
chance, than to books on our side only. 

rice. in paperecovers 90 cents; well bound, 

75 cents. : 
A collection of songs by Whittier, Longfellow, 
ryant, Tennyson, and others, set to familiar 
tunes. Designed for Liberal Leagues and other 
edited by Eliza Boardman Burnz. Price, halt 
‘bound and on heavy paper, 26 cente ; one hun- 
{dred copies, $16.00; fifty, $8.00: twenty-five 


ul and very expensive engravings. Three 
cessful practice, either one of which is_worth 
be without this valuable book. e author isa 
The author refers by permis*ion to Hon. 
KER, No.4Bulünoh ‘street, 
perienoe. 
THEOLOCY. 
Carroll, The first time ever published in Eng- 
terms, and dogmas. There is nothing in the 
OF THE 
BY W.S. BELL. 

Mr. Bellhas traced it ably and in an interesting 
JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE, 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 

This book of 220 pages givs an interesting pres- 
favorit Christian doctrins.. but it will undoubt- 
this kind, giving both sides an equally fair 
THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 
meetings, and in Liberal homes. Compiled and 
1 $6.00. Paper covers. 15 cents; one hundred 


| capies, $10.00; fifty, $5.00; twenty-five copies, |. 


$3,00. Twocents per copy additional must be 
sent to prepay postage on all wholesale orders, 
Address all orders to D; M. BENNETT, 


MODERN 


What They Think and Why. 
By V. B. Denslow, LL.D.. 
With an Introduction by 
ROBERT G, INGERSOLL. 


The work contains critical essays upon 
Emanuel Swedenborg, and the origin of the 
Obristian ideas of heaven, hell, and virtue; 
Adam Smith, founder of the school of Econo- 
mists; Jeremy Bentham, the apostle of law re- 
form and of utilitarianism in morals; Thomas 
Paine and his relations to the Declaration of 
Independence and democracy in America; 
Oharles Fourier, the philosopher of passional 
harmony and eo-operativ association; Herbert 
Spencer, a review of his theories of evolution 
and of morals; Earnst Haeckel, the demon- 
strator of the doctrin of evolution; Auguste 

omte. founder of the Positive philosophy and 
pontiff of the " Religion of Humanity; and an 
essay on the authorship of Junius, a8 a sequel 
to the eritique on Thomas Paine. 

This volume consists of 384 pp.. 12 mo, and is 
illustrated by portraits of each of the eight 
great thinkers. and opens with an introduction 
from the pen of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 

Cloth, $1,50. Sold at this office. 


NOTICE TQ THE PUBLIC. 


' WasuING'roN, D. C., July 19, 1880. 

I wish to notify the public that a Mr, Bald win, 
of Chicago, also Rhodes & McClure, of the same 
place, are publisning pamphlet editions of my 
lectures. All the lectures published by them 
are grossly inaccurate—filled with mistakes, 
horrihly printed, and ou:rageously unjust to 
me, These men are simple literary thieves and 

irates, and are obtaining money from the pub- 
Tie under false pretenses. I take this course to 
warn the public that these publications are 
fraudulent. The only correet copies of my lec- 
tures are published by C. P, Farrell. All others 
are published by people who are willing to steal 
from me and defraud the public vender. These 


wretches hav published one lecture under four f 


titles, and several others under two or three, 
sma R. G. INGERSOLL. 


All of e P. Pun suona of COE Tagor- 
s01’8 Works, and none ers, are old at this 
office, D. M. BENNETT." 


The Gods and Religions 
of Ancient and Modern 
.. Times. — 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes, 
"WRITTEN IN PRISON. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 


Volume I. treats principally on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume If. givsafull 
description of the Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times, An interesting and instruc- 
tive work. Incloth, $3 per vol; the two vol- 
umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
vol., or $7 for the two volumes. In Morocco 
and Gilt Edges, $4.50 per vol., or $8 for the 
two volumes. Sent free of postage. 


UPPLYSNINGENS TIDEHVART 
- (AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT). 
A SWEDISH WEEKLY, 


Devoted to the culture of Freethought, to the 
investigation of the religious systems of our 
times, and to the discussion of religious and 
social questions in general. 

The only Swedish religio-philosophical publi- 
eation in America. 
TERMS PER YEAR . ‘ ‘ $2.00 

Exchange is desired with anyother papers in 
any language, ; 

ERIOKSON & OLSON. 
Grove City, Meeker Co., Minn. 


For sale, in the Swedish language: 
A BETTER RELIGION. 
By FRANZ HERMAN WISTRAND, 
Editor of the Truth Teller, 
Lake Constance, Buffalo Post-Office, 
right Co.. Minnesota. 
Published by ERICKSON & OLSON, 
Grove Oity, Minn. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER, 
A Roman Catholie Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Btrepigny and But in Champagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas and left as his 

Last Will and Testament” to his pezishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after hia 
death, the above-named work. entitled “ Oom- 


mon Sense.” : 
owerful work, and is attracting 


This is a 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 

. NEWBURYPORT Mass., Sept. 23, 1878 
To Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam: ` 

The work of the honest pustor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s " Age 
of Reason ”is mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire’s ‘* Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so well, 


j . AMES PABTON. 
Price, cloth, $1.60; paper, $1.00. 
D. M. BENNBT'T, 141 Eizhth Bt, N, Y. 


MACHINERY. 


Hand, Foot, and Power Presses. Die work 
of all kinds. Perforating Dies 
a specially. 
E. B. STIMPSON, 31 Spruce Bt., N, Y, 
tJansi. : - 


THINKERS: 


Re Ae oi 


Qe A Fn REIR A c rac NM Ro AE RR PEE 


“Hshe and sells an imperfect, disordered, and 


. youth, sexual excess in maturer oers, and 


` is a highly educated and scientific physician. 


Pathology and Treatment of 
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| The Real Issue. |WHAT ‘IS MONEY ? NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


A DEBATE 
BETWEEN ` 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
DR. T. A BLAND. 
Pamphlet form. Price 3 cents. For sale at 
this office. 


| MOSES HULL | 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes it is just the thing. 
Contains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
a scientific money. 

The Commoner says:  - 

“Nothing has been written which will do as 
good „work as this. Itis worth its weight in 
gold.”. ] : ; 


Price 10 cents. Sold by D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth st., New York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice. It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
Ali the chronic ills to which the human family 
1s subject. besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a tbree-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING OO. 
š . 199 Faat 28th Streat. Nv 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
_ atively and Negatively with- 
: out Comment. 
Revised and Enlarged. Edition. 
72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N. Y. 
aa The Religio-Philosophical Journal: pub- 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00. 

Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at & future period stand as 
precedenils.— Tacitus, 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.—N. 
Y. Graphic, : 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations. and evinces a 
thorough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced,—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has. become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought. He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirationg.—XN. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 
Author of "The Essence of Christianity,” etc 
Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show. not substance, 
Our polities, our ethics, our religion, our 
science. is a sham, The truth-teller is 111-man- 
nered, therefore immoral.. Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our agel— Extract 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LECITIMATE FRUITS OF 


mangled edition. with all the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1860, from which it was 
pirated by the late 8. 8. Jones. 


R 
ba Sh 
MAE SE 
VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 
A regularly educated and legally qualified 


physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove. : 


Cure 1l forms Private, Chronic ! 
Sexual ge Spermátorrhoa, and CHRISTIANITY. 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in A Discourse by 


WILLIAM DENTON. — 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER., It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of ho tonohing of the Bibig, ENNETT 

rice 10 cents. . M. i 
141 Eighth Street. N. Y. City. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book ! 
Sixteen Saviors or None; 


the’ fol- 


ot 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Nociety of Fə- 


come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themsel 


emselves. 
Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 


gated from the UM Gonorrhoæa, „Goet, OR, T ; 
ricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other A : * 
private diseases quickly cured, All diseases of | The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhea, 

eté., treated with equal success, eal Gun. 


De. R. P. FELLOWS has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given up by their physi. 
cians to die; but by the aid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, In the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows.. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
jeines to reach the cause of the complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. : 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 


Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhoea, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before.a magistrate. which 
ts positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doctor’s great skill. 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Enclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above, 

[From the Western Reformer.] 
“DR, R. P. FELLOWS 


By Kznzskv Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. Perry’s ‘‘ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work is a review of Kersey Graves’ Sixteen 
Orucifled Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry's 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Court," in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
Only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selves, Dut condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This teature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn ''atate's evi- 
dence" against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves haa cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous anec- 
doces illustrative of Mr. Pore absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, "À thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and & dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a zreuse spot of either." 
In the two works will be found the ablest argus 

e 


He has an original system of practice, and is 

erfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hav 
heard many flattering reports of his successful 
amran of disaasag incident to humanity.” 


Philosophy oF Spital, 


AND THE 


Mediomania. . M Som E ADU M Deere n aalliy, 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
TWO LECTURES. For saleby. D. M. BENNETT. 
T BY THE 
FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD, |GAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
Professor of Psychological Medicine and OR THE 7 


Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
for Women. 
Read ‘before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 
Cloth; price 50 cents, For sale by 
_ D. M. BENNETT. 141 Elghth Stu N: X. 


|Rising and the Waning Faith. 

An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY -and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. Justout. By 


OOUBTLANDT PALMER. 
Price. 34 conta, E sn: 


Issues of the Age.|, 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seeker:” l 

Antiquity. of Christianity. 

; BY JOHN. ALBERGER. : 
12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 

This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 


Character of the origin of the religion of 
christ. : : j 


ESSAYS ON : 
Mind, Matter, Forces, Theol- 
ogy, etc. 
: BY OHAS, E, TOWNSEND. 
` Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefly intended to 


uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and fonces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL: TO ESSAYS, Same author, 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 


Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc. 
BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
Extra: cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50, 


-» 9 
Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Hand Work, 
A concise account of the Christian religion, 


and all the prominent religions before and 
since Christianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50, 


LOVE VENTURES. 
A rose tinted record of love in the tropics, 


with strange and startling adventures thereto 
belonging. Price, 60 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $1.00. 


; CPR e 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity, 


: BY C. G. DAVID. 
Price, 76 cent8. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A eritical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante 
Florence. Extra cloth; 12mo, 327 pp. $2.00. 


Through Home On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 


Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATEBR. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp. . . $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
BY GEORGE REBER, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation of the Christian church. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting. 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
12mo. 48 pp; paper, 20 cts. ; flexible cloth, 35 ets, 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 


BY M. SOHLESINGER, PH.D.. 


Babbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. . 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Ohris- 
tianity . 

This is a very valuable and concise work, and 

states in plain and unmistakable language the 


reasons why Ohristianity is afailure. Price, 50 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE ORPENHEIM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 
Paper, 13mo, 65 pages; price, 25 cents, 


A 


The Rights ot Man.” By Tnowvas 
Paring. Written in defense of his fellow- 
man. A work almost without a peer in the 
world. Large type. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 
80 cents. ' n f 

Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BLANCHARD. 12mo. Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine.. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. — 

The Heathens of the Heath. By 
Wa. MoDONNELL, author of Exeter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
$1.50. ` 

Career of Religious Ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science. 
By Hupson TurvTLE. An able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world. 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Stø- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M.. 
Bennett. Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. ., Paper, 


“75 cents; cloth, $1.00. 


The Humphrey-Bennett Discus- 
sion. A debate between Rev. G. H. Hum- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of ‘‘The Truth -Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as-much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3. 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 


_true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 


affirming; Humphrey denying. Cloth (550 
pp.), $1.00. 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Prot. O. A. Bunazss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian University at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Ont., commencing June 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke. First PROPO- 
BITION: ‘The Christian Religion, as set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 


and of divine origin.” Burgess in the afirm- 


ative; Underwood in the negative. SECOND 
PnoPosrrroN: “The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin." Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the neg- 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, , 50 
cents; cloth, $0 centa, 9 
The €ieed of Christendom: Its 
Foundativ Contrasted with its 
Superstructure. By W. R. GREG, au- 
thor of ‘‘ Enigmas of Life,” ‘t Literary and 
Social Judgments,” etc. F, W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the ‘ Fortnightly 
Review,” says: ‘Some twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most 
eminent men of science asked, ‘ Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg’s Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg,9coming later, had the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on all 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally to 
80 thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the’public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument—occupying «' precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable,” 
One volume, crown octavo, with com- 


plete index. The London edition soid for 


$5. Price of American edition, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples De- 
bate. Between B. F, UmDERWuCD, nf 
Boston, and the Rev. Joun ManPLxzs, of 


Toronto, Ont. Held at Napanee, Ont., in . 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: , 


First: “That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are Jliogical and con- 
trary vo Reason." Sxconp: ‘‘ The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 


evidences beyond all other books its divine. 


origin." Marples affirms; Underwood de- 
nies, Reported in fu’l, and’revised by the 
debaters, 111 pp. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
60 cents. 

interrogatories to Jehovah. By 
D. M. BENNETT. A series of close questions 
upon a great variety of subjects, irom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, tha 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embraced by the 
Church. With a tull-length portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 759 cents. . 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Answer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturally-Re- 
vealed, Infallibly-Inspired, and Miraculously- 
Attested Religion in the World? By E. E. 


Gury, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together . 


with a sketch of the author. In four parts. 
Paper, 30 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Seeker Leaflets, of two pages 
each. 'lhirty-wwo in nmber; 4 cents per 
dozsn; 8 cenis for the set; 25 cents pcr hun- 
ured; $2.00 per thousand. r 

Adventures of Elder Triptolemus 
Tub. Comprises important aud starting 
disciosu:es Concerning hell, its magnitude, 
morals, employments, climate, etc. By 
XEY. GEORGE ilogERs. A rich, interesting 
little work. Paper, 15 centa. - 


é 
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Gems of Thought. 
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The Truth Seeker, August 21, 1880 


Odds and Ends... 


Hs was a clever man, St. Paul; and one can at 
this day learn of him.—Apraja, 


INNOCENTLY to amuse the imagination in. this 
dream of life is wisdom.— Goldsmith. 


At present let us remove which is had. which . 


must always be done before good of any kind 
can spring up.— W. S, Lander. 


CANT is useful to provoke common sense.— ' 


Emerson. For always the dulness of the fool is 
the whetstone of the wits.—Shakspere. 


Ir Iam in the wrong, my errors may set the 
minds of others at-work and may be the means 
of bringing both them and me to a knowledge 
ot the truth.— Macaulay. 


: WHEN I was a child. I spake as a child, I un- ' 
‘derstood as & child. I thought asa child; but ; 


when I be ame a man I pnt away childish 
‘things.—St. Paul. 


A OxILD’s conception of the stars as angel- 
eyes may denote a clever imagination. Let 
him retain that idea when Le becomes & man 
and it Genotes idlocy,—Conway, 


FoETBY is certainly something more than 
good sense, but it must be good sense, at all 
‘events, just as & palace is more than a house, 
but it must be a house at least.—Coleridge. 


IcaNNoT directly or indirectly sanction the 
opinion that any particular faith in matters -of 
religion is necessary to the proper discharge of 
duties purely political and temporal.— Lord 
Holland. X 


‘Wisk man was he who counseled that &pecu- 
lation should hav free course and look fear- 
lessly toward all the thirty-two points of the 
compass. whithersoever and howsoever it liet- 
eth.— Carlyle. 

Lrrs is but a day at most— 

Sprung from night, in darkness lost; 

Hope, not sunshine, every hour; 

Fear, not clouds, will al ways lour. 
—Burns, 


Ir in those parts of the earth which were for- 
merly inhabited by barbarians we now see the 
most splendid exertions of genius and the hap- 
piest forms of civil polity, we behold others 
which, in ancient times, were the seats of sci- 
ence, of civillza lon, and of liberty, at present 
immersed in superstition and laid waste by 
despotism.—Dugald Stewart. 


Deg. HuMDBUM has got the tallest pulpit and 
the quietest pews, the fattest living and the 


cosiest nook in ali the land. How do you think | 


he won it? Why, by letting welt enough alone. 
He never meddivs with sin; it would break his 
heart to hurt a einner's feetings—he might lose 
& parishioner; he never dreams to make the 
World better. or better (ff. Go thou, young 
man, and do likewise.— Theodore Parker. 


MinToWN went to the unive. sity with a design 
of entering into the church, but in time altered 
his mind, for he dectared that whoever became 
a clergsman must “subscribe slave, and take 
an Oath withal, which, unless he took with a 
conscience that could retch, he must straight 
peijure himself. He thought it better to prefer 
a blameless silence before the office of speak- 
ing, bought and begun with servitude and for- 
swearing.”—Dr. Johnson. 


For the drift of the Maker is dark. an Isis hid 
by the veil, 

Who knows the ways of the world. how God will 
bring them about. 

Our planet is one, the suns are many, the world 
is wide. 

Shall I weep if a Poland fall? Shall I shriek if 
a Hungary taii? 

Or an intant civilizatton be ruled with rod or 
with knout? 

I hav not made the world, and he that made it 
will guide. — Tennyson, 


I pousr if any one could draw a code of mor- 
als, a historical record, or a creed of faith from 
that conglomeration of fact and fiction, myth 
and fabie, proverbs and poems, maxims and 
sayings, taat some other person could not up- 
set, controvert, and disprove from the same 
flexibie, pliant, elastic. accommodating “source 
of all knowledge, light, wisdom, and truth.” 
Now. my good pious friend, isn’t it pretty near 
time thee gave up as a bad job. & useless job, 
and an impossible jobthe bolstering up of such 
& mass of superstitious nonsense as the Chris- 
tlan rs religion has been shown to be.—Elmina D. 

enker. 


Proper dealing with evidenee consists in two 
things. First. a fuil collection of it; secondly, 
the equal reception of it. With regard to the 
first, it is knowledge that is coneerned ; with rè- 
gard to the second, it is fairness. . . Instill- 
iag opinions without the evidence and at an 
age When the parties into whom the opinions 
are instilled are incapable of understanding 
the evidence, is a practice which necessarily 
engenders habits of complicated misconduct 
toward evidence. It engenders a habit of ne- 
&leeting evidence and the holding of opinions 
without regard to their eviderice—a habit which 
is the foundation of all intellectual and moral 
depravity.— Westminster Review. 


Tr is certain that the discoveries of universal 
* Jaw hav reduced prayer among us to an anach- 
rünism. It makes no difference whatever 
whether the prayer be for a moral or an intel- 
lectual-or a physical benefit, If itis absurd for 
a man to set himself to acquire a fortune by 
praying for it, it is equally absurd for students 
to try and pass their examination by prayer 
instead of study—an absurdity which Protest- 
auts can see when for such help priests invite 
students to visit the fountain of Lourdes, but 
nolther is more absurd than to Dray for moral- 
ity, for character, for virtue, or religion, all of 
waich are equally dependent on the invariable 
law8 of cause and effeot.— Conway, 


Fisu never bite as rendily as musketoés: 

THE man who commits suicide befora next 
December i8 a recreant, and & traitor to his 
party. 

-THE absence of debtors during the summer 
season makes it impossible for their creditors 
to afford to leave town.. 


THAT rock and rye was à favorit tipple in the 
olden days, we know from the fact that David 


, put a little rock in his sling, 


Tury toil and they spin and wash dishes, and 
yet Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like—a colored girl at & dress ball. 


BALLX JONES says when she was, in love she 
felt as if she was in a railway tunnel, with a 
train of cars coming both Ways. 


Tu lady who goes into society to fight the 
battle of conquest has great trouble to keep her 
powder dry in warm Weather. 


Dear lady: "What'shis name?” Young lady: 
"Augustus Tyler.” Deaf lady: " Bless me! what 
a name! Busthis Biler! Ezra, you must be 
making fun of me.” 


A YorEVILLE woman who was very fat took 
the medicin of a quack doctor to relieve her ad- 


_|ipose, and was reduced sufficiently to enable 


the average pall-bearers to carry her. readily. 


"Hors on dar,” said a colored man. hailing 
an acquaintance. “Does yer cross de street 
ebery time yer sees me ter keep frum payin’ 
datbill?” "No, I doesn't." °* What fur, den?” 
“Ter keep from being axed for it.” 


FULL many a gem of spurious ray Serene 
The spotless shirts of hotel clerks do bear; 
Full many a simple, ignorant sardine 
Believes them purest stones of value rare. 
And that’s where they’re fooled. 


AF'TEB BURNS—AND BITES. 
Oh, wad some power the giftie gie us 
To treat musketoes as they treat us 
It would fra mony a suffering free us. 
And giv our nails a chance to grow. 


" WHat are you doing out there, my dau&h- 
ter. in the night dew ?” said the kindly old gen- 
tleman on the piazza. “Practicing fencing.” 
was the sweet reply, as she leaned over the 
pickets till her face was dreadfuliy close to 
William's, 


A xouxa lady remarked that she should like 
to hav the bicycles so arranged thatshé and her 
beau could both ride. Being asked where her 
fellow should sit. she emphatically remarked, 
“ On the little wheel behind, of course.” And 
still young men go on marrying 


GIRLS, when your mothers attempt to giv you 
taffy, by coaxing you to learn to cook, think of 
that young lady of Chieago who took cooking 
lessons, and the night before she was to be 
married fried soft shell crabs for her Adol- 
phus. The hot fat spattered in her face. and]. 
ene had to be painted before she could be mar- 
rled. 


= TEIs is a niee time of night for you to be 
coming in,” said a mother to her daughter, who 
returned from a walk at ten o’clock. “ When I 
was like you,” said she, “my mother would 
not allow me out later than seven o'clock,” 
"Oh. you had a nice sort of a mother,” mur- 
mured the girl. “I had, you young jade,” said 
the mother, "& nicer mother than ever you 
had," 
THE JILTED BUTCHER. 
He tried in drink to drown his cares, 
And there found no relief, 
But daily grew more woe-begone— 
You never sausage grief. 


At last his weary soul found rest. 
His sorrows now are o’er, 

No fickle maid now troubles him. 
Pork reacher, he’s no more. 


Ir is just lovely to sleep in the country these 
fine mornings, with a gobbler gobbling under 
your Window. and @ calf bellowing like a con- 
cert saioon baritone on one side of the house, | 9 
while a cow. his mother, is hallooing mezzo- 
soprano on the other, and roosters are crow- 
ing. and the milkmaid is playing tambourine 
with the bottom of the milk pail, and drivers 
are going by whistling, and the parrot is yel- 
ling at the goat that talks back, and a halt- 
dozen boys are throwing green apples on the 
roof to see them roll down. and the landlord is 
swearing at his wife at the back kitchen be- 
cause she has put too many mackerel to soak 
for” them city hogs.” The country is a real 
quiet place—for cemeteries. 


ONE day last month, when trade was dull, a 
grocer’s clerk procured a piece of sole leather 
from a shoemaker, painted it black, and laid it 
aside for future use. Within a few days an old 
chap from back in the country eame in and in- 
quired for a plug of chewing tobacco. The 
piece of sole leather was tied up, paid for. and 
the purchaser started for home, At the end of 
the sixth day he returned, looking downcast 


and dejected, and walking into the store, he in- | H9 


quired for the clerk. "'Member that terbaeker 
1 got here the other day?” "Yes, sir,” “ Reg- 
ular plug terbacker, was it?” “Yes.” "Well, 
then, it’s me. Its all right here in my jaws,” 
sadiy replied. the old man. "I knowed I was 
getiin’ purty old, but I was allus handy at bitin’ 
plug. Inever seed a plug afore this one that I 
couldn't tear to feces at a chaw. I sot my teeth 


in this one, and bit and pulled and twisted like | 


a dog at a root, and I kept biting and pulling 
for 8ix days, and thar she am now, the same as 
the day you sold her to me.” ''Seems to be a 
good blug.” remarked the clerk. as he smelt of 
the counterfeit. ‘She’s all right; its me that’s 

falling,” exclaimed the old man. “Pass out 
some fine eut, and I'll go home and deed the 
farm to the boys, and get ready for the graye 


i myself,” 
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130, The Ethics of Religion. god 
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8 world like it, 
§ 130 pages, Price, only 33 cente, 


, and labor ag possible, 


: POCKET 


on two dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ 
worth,.40 off; on ten dollars’ worth. 50 off. 

As few oras many of any given kind may be 
ordered as desired. 


Was Christ a God? 
Conclusions Drawn from 
Apostolic Writings. 


BY F. MENSIGA. 


OonTENTS.— Questionable Dogmas, Supersti« 
tion and Religion, the Appearance of Obrist, 
the Lite of Christ, Comments and Explanations 
of Jude, James, John, Peter, Paul (all his epis- 
fles), Acte, the Four Gospels, Bevela'ions, a 
Summary. Erroneous Theories of Deity, Heav- 
en. Devil, Hell, the Author’s Intuitions. {Byolu- 
tlon of Life. A work of strength and merit. 

An octavo volume of 253 pages. Price, $1,50. 
Sold at this office. 


Mrs. Besant’s Tracts. 
_ Prices Reduced. 


Ra Ranan 


PRICE. 
Naiural Religion vs, Revealed" 
Religion, 
The Fruits ot Christianity, 
Constructiv Rationalism, 
On E:ernal Torture, 
On Prayer, 
The True Basis of Morality, 
The Gospel of Christianity and the 
Gospel of Freethought, : 
Is the Bible ee 
The Law of Population; 3 Its 
. Consequences and its Bearings 
Upon Human Conduct and Morals, 40 
Marriage; As it Was, As it Is, and . 
As it should Be, 40 
The last two contain a fine steel-plate 
engraving of Mrs. Besant. 
There is no clearer, better writer in 
the English language. 
f IN ADDITION. 
The Church and Education, b 
On the Religious Education 
of Children, 5 
Government. An Essay. By 
Charles Moran. ; 10 


Sold at this office. 


A New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY, 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 


Graduate of the Hygeic-Therapeutic College 
and the New York Phrenological 
Institute. 


This work is intended both as & chart for the 
use of phrenologists and a text-book for stu- 
dents of phrenology. As a chart it will be 
found fuller and more complete than any other 
work of its size on this subject. It contains in 
addition to the “Table of Developments,” one 
of “Adaptation to Different Pursuits,” and one 
of Conjugal Adaptation.” "These tables being 
perfectly easy to understand, are calculated to 
render the work at Once both interesting and 
useful. 'The work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
functions, health, etc., and all the faculties and 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvement. Its explanation 


; ot the principles of phrenology, ete., and its 


other important remarks will be found well 
adapted to the needs of students and others 
who may desire to acquire an elementary knowl- 
edge of phrenology with as little outlay of time 
In short, thie work will 
be found well adapted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and phrenological examiners. . 

The work contains 105 pages. with an excellent 
map of the head, show ng the locations of all 
the faculties, and is handsomely printed and 
bound. Price, paper, 50 cents ; ERA 15 conta, 
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THEOLOCY. 
BY 


VOLTAIRE. 


Translated from the French by Miss Ellen 
Carroll. The first time ever published in En 
lish, The pamphlet contains nearly 500 at Vo j- 
taire’s aharp, terse, sarcastic. sca'hing dofini- 
tions of theological and ecclesiastical subjects, 
terms, and dogmas, There is nothing in the 
Everybodv oughtto hay à copy, 


Hh a J 


Í = 
TT — 
m 


Vol 7. No.85('5Y D m Bennem. ] ^ New York, Saturday, August 28, 1880. 


ENCE HALL, 141 Sth St. 
SCIENCE ROADWAY. 7] $3 per Year. 


Notes and Clippings. 


Tur Rey. H. 0. Peck, of Hanover, Mich., has | and eight children and has cast in his lot with a 
beeu suspended from the ministry because he | pretty servant girl, with whom he has eloped. 


horsewhipped his daughter's suitor. 


.' Iris reported that the Municipal Council of 
Paris struck '' Robinson Crusoe" from its list 
of prizas for school children because of its re- 


Jiglous tone, 


Tum Rav, F., C. Haddock has resigned the pas- 
torate of the Congregational church at Wau- 
paca, Michigan, for ''& cause which it is as well 


to say nothing about at present." 


M. Paooron is now lecturing beneath the 
. southern starry hemisphere and telling Mel- 


bourne audiences how much better behaved 
they ara than their knowledge-seeking cousins 
in London. 


Ir is notable that, probably without an excep- 


tion, the religious newspapers which express 
any preference whatever as to the two presi- 
dential candidates are earnest supporters of 


General Garfield, —N. Y. Mail. 


Ons of the most surprising comments called 
out by Dr. Tanner's feat of endurance is this, 
which we find in the Boston Congregationalist: 
" We were ‘not aware that our Lord's fasting 
(for forty days and forty nights) is regarded as 


among his supernatural works.” 


Iv is amusing, very, to see the Republican 
Christian bigots honey-fugling around Ool. In- 
gersoll just now. They want the power of his 


eloquence exercised in behalf of their ticket, 


and then, it successful, what? The peniten- 
tiary or the fagot? D. M. Bennett voted for 


: Hayes.—Cloud County Blade. 


Tus judge of the Box. E der county (Utah) 


court, being applied to for a writ of habeas cor- 
pus on behalf of an apostate Mormon, who had 


bean putin alunatic asylum through Mormon 


influence, said from the bench. ' He is-pos- 
sessed of a devil. or he wouldn't hav left the 
true church, and a madhouse is the best place 
for him.” 


Nozsopy need be surprised that one of the first 


visitors to Dr. Talmage in San Frinciseo was 
the Hon. I. 8. Kalloch the worthy and esteamed 
&dulterer and begetter of murderers, who is 
now the honored mayor of the Golden City. 
"Wherever Talmage goes it is safe to bet on one 
thing concerning him—that he will be found in 
bad company. 

Tux Bradlaugh business wears quite another 
aspect in the eyes of those who saw it enacted, 
than what it will wear in the eyes of. others. It 
is Hkely to make Bradlaugh's fortune. Since 
the row in the House of Commons over half a 
million copies of a shilling pamphlet by him 


hav been sold. T'he pamphlet had been years |’ 


in print, therefore, and reached the publie only 
to the extent of a few thousand copies. 


A casg resembling that of Bradlaugh occurred 
in the Hungarian Diet in 1789. Two Protestant 
Deputies refused to take the usual oath because 
it contained a reference to the Virgin Mary. 
Thereupon they were excluded from the denb. 
erations, and proceedings were commenced 

: against them for contnmacy. Bat Charles VI. 
dispensed the Protestant Deputies from recit- 
ing in the oath the clause referring to the 
Virgin. : : 


For participation in the insurrection of 1863- 
64, eighty-three thousand four hundred and 
thirty-four Poles were condemned to perpetual 
expatriation, and transported to Siberia or 
Russia's outlying provinces. Above ten thou- 
sand contrived to escApe'to foreign countries, 
butthe greater number of these suffsred the 
loss of their entire property, conflscated by the 
state, and hav abandoued all hope of ever re- 
turning to theic nativ land. Three hundred 
and eixty patriots were hanged in cold blood by 
their captors. Fines to the amount of two mill- 
ion roubles were levied on "the Vistula prov- 
inces,” and two thousand seven hundred 
estates were sequestrated and conferred on 
Ruselan nobles. All the pubiio libraries were 
either destroyed or conveyed out of thè coun- 
try by Muravieff's orders, and the outrages 
committed on defenseless Women and ecclesi- 
astics constitute one of tgp most revolting 


regarda of modern history, " 7^ 


Tzar unique institution of the Lord and ab- 
normal exerescence of Ohristianity, the Salva- 
tion Army. are holding forth in Brooklyn with 
but moderate success against the legions of the 
devil, It isa noticeable fact that wherever this 
Salvation Army appear they find it necessary to 
call in a cordon of policeto assist them in their 
divine work, and it is equally noticeable that 
one blueeoathas more influence in quelling the 
imps of Satan than all the hosts of the Salva- 
tion Army. In the work *he other night three 
soldiers of the cross defied the devil, toadied to 
God, and painted the beauties of heaven, and 
the terrors of hell. Three more different look- 
ing soldiers were never enrolled in the same 
army. Ifthe Almigh'y ever should, in the days 
of eternity, wish to relieve his angels from the 
monotony of liarp- playing and riding on damp 
clouds. by giving them a burleeque entertain- 
ment, the Salvation Army will furnish him with 
all the material that he needs. Wherever this 
remarkable organization has appeared it has 
invariably attracted a crowd who regard its 
members as religious negro minstrels, upon 
whose faces the absence cf burnt cork is freely 


THe Salvation Army in England ia called to 
mourn the sudden logs of one of its brightest 
lights. James Ward, who has been one of the 

| loudest of the leaders. has forsaken his wife 


| The girl was one who had been in constant at- 
tendance on the meetings of the Army, and was 
considered & hopeful convert. Mr. Ward was 
considered to hav made great advances in holi- 
ness and to be considerably better than ordi- 
nary people. : 


,FINANOIAL and social irregularities are what 
caused Rev. Phillp Krohn, of West Troy, New 
York, to place his resignation in the hands of 
his church. Some time ago he blossomed out 
as & mine agent, holding out promises of fabu- 
lous wealth in the Antique Gold Mining Com- 
peny of South America. He got $4000 from 
Wm. H. Morse for shares, and now Mr. Morse 
wants to find the mine. Three months ago 
some of his parishioners suspected that he was 
sustaining improper relations toward a young 
lady of his church who had left home ostensi- 
bly on a vieit to some Western friends, avd the 
matter was investigated, resulting in finding| made up by a mask of Chriatianity. The three 
the aforesaid young lady in a house on Fourth | individuals who led the van on this occasion 
street, where she lived in retirement, receiving | were a wild-Jooking Dutchman, a ranting fat 
regular calls from the pastor, It is said that he | and greasy-looking Englishwoman. aud acainte 
has many times made improper proposals to | ly-Jooking female, whose most notiesable fea- 
ladies of his congregation, but he only got this | tures were a long. sharp nose, and exceedingly 
one to accede to his requests. Although these | large pair of snectacles. These were the cap- 
charges hav been proved, it is said that he has | tain and lleutenants. The non-commissioned 
received and will accept à call from a promi- | officers were a very red-nosed driver of a beer 
nent Methodist church of Illinois. wagon, and the proprietor of a liquor saloon on 
a neighboring corner, The rank and file were 
the two policemen, one stationed outside to 
kesp the street clear. and the other insida to 
compose the risibitities of the audience. The 
opposing hosts were a half-score of loafers and 
building full of boys and girls who had come 
to seethe show. The first speaker was the wild 
Dutchman, who spoke in such a funny manner 
that the audience roared and the fat and greasy 
Eoglishwoman arose inher fury and ordered 
the officer to take those people right out of the 
house of the Lord. . This building was the 
house of the Lord. avd she was going to pre: 
serve its dignity. The policeman complied 
with her request, and marched out two giggling 
little girls, The Du'chman ranted, but utterly 
lost the sequence of his discourse. He talked 
about the foolish virgins, and attempted a 
metaphor. “ Dar lamp is der profession,” said 
he. "und der oil ist—ist—. Vat is it, you dink.” 
He stopped aud seratchad his head, and then, 
as if inspired, sang out, '' Der oil is der spirit 
ofder Lord." He declared that hell was open- 
ing rignt under the congregation’s feet, aud 
unless they put oll in their vessels they could 
not''exeape." He said that God was” yust,” 
and a "gut bragroom." and that he did not 
eare whether the audience had their names 
with them or not just go they came forward, 
The Dutebman was followed by the fat and 
greasy Engiishwoman, who smiled benignly, 
and ordered a collection to be taken up. She 
was a spiritual bouncer, and literally bullde zd 
her hearers into quiet. Whenever she discov- 
ered any one laughing. ehe would cali upon the 
; officer and hav the offender unceremoniously 
of the state, which does not know what the Lib- | ejected, at the same time loudly proclaiming 
eral League is. And we question whether there ' that it was 4 shame they could not ba arrested. 
are a half dozen editors of daily papers in the | On the.vlatform she exceeded even Talmage in 
country who hav any intelligent notion of the | acrobatic display, and the fact that she appar- 
purposes or the extent of the L5ague, so blind- | ently weighs about three hundred pounds, and 
ed are men by their partisan intereste. There | wore the gaudiest and thinnest bonnet {magin- 
are about two hnndred Liberal Leagues in the | able, totally discounted the holy howler of the 
United States. Their principal objects are to| Tabernacle. The virgin in spectacles followed, 
secure the complete separation of church andj with a discourse by rote, which she had not 
state, the secularizi'ion of the publie schools, | Jearned very well. end conse quently broke down 
the taxation of church property, the inviolabil- | in the midst of it, A conyert from the house 
ity of the mails, and the repeal of the infamous | next spoke, and declared that God would hurl 


Ir Prof. Robertson Smith had any regard for 
the establishment of peace within the borders 
of the Free Ohurch of Scotland, he would at 
once deliver himself over to the persecutor and l 
bring his explosiv writings for fagots, The last 
General Assembly was supposed to hav settled 
ail difficulties with him. but the Professor has 
not ceased to be a stumbling-block and rock of 
offense. His article on the Hebrew language 
and literature, in the Encyclopedia Britannica, 
like all the rest of the articles of this enfant ter- 
rible, ig ealeulated, they say, to unsettle men’s 
minds, He is even. credited with having rent 
the church in pieces. Something that looks not 
unlike a preaching crusade is threatened. The 
Free Ohurch Presbytery of Edinburgh has gat 
in secret conclave over the Hebrew article ang 
another articla in the Journal of Philology 
which has been unearthed by a reverend broth- 
er with a keen scent for heresy. The opinions 
attributed to Prof. Smith “concerning marriage 
in Israe},” " concerning animal worship in I»- 
rae),” and “concerning the worship of God in 
Israel," are reported to be gross and polluting, 
and the profane vulgar were considerately ex- 
cluded from hearing the Presbyterial discus- 
Bion.— Pall Mall Gazette. 


Taer National Liberal League, whatever that 
may be, is to hold & convention in Ohieage next 
month for the purpose of nominating a Presi- 
dential ticket. Wonder when the soap-boilers 
will come to the front with a national ticket,— 
St. Paul Globe. Here is a daily newspaper, 
speaking for one of the great political parties 


Comstock law; and in short to establish in the | all sinners into perdition and at the same time 
United States free thought, free speech, and al cry out, " Ephraim. how can I gly you up?” 
free press. To say that we er joy this freedom | The fat woman now declared that it was not the 
now is a lie of the Republicans and the church. | young man at alt that was spenking, but God 
The Liberal League proposes to do battle until! himself. This seemed te startle some of the 
this liberty exisia in fact as well as in theory. | audience, and they got up and left. She then 
At present the Liberals are divided. Some, like | told of many conversations and bargatns she 
.Col. Ingersoll, are pronounced Républieane; had with the Lord, in all of which he acknowl- 
while others, like D. M. Bennett. who was the Í edged her wisiom and acceded to her terms, 
victim of the " bloodhound” Coms ock, are act- | More of such inspired cffasione, intermingied 
iviy at work for the Democratic ticket.’ Which- | with songs and prayers, and the meeting ended, 
ever party can satisfy the Liberals that its pol- | to the intense relief of the two policemen, who 
icy is best calealated to secure fuii political, | had heartily tired of their S«Ivation Army ser- 
civil, and religious liberty, wili secure the bulk | vice. Bat the work still goes on.and the greasy 
of tha Liberal League yote, ~ Worthington : woman, the Dutchman. and the virgin rake ig 
(Minna) Advance, vU SR | tha pennies ru. — ^ x E 
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Events of the Week. 


Two murderers were hanged at Banta Fe, 
New Mexloo, on the 21st. : 

ALARGE paper mill was burnt at East Wal- 
pole, Mass., on the 22d. Loss, $76,000. 

Tae deaf mutes of this country hold a national 
convention at Clncinnati on the 25th. 

FounTEEN hundred weavers at Bolton, Eng- 
land, are on strike against a reduciion of 
Wages, 

Two trains o^llided at Long Branch on the 
234, severely injuring several persons but kill- 
ing none, 

Tar government of Servia has ordered a 
hundred thousand American rifles of the best 
make. More war. 

Aman at Sunnyside, Ga., charged with abduc- 
tion, was recently taken from the sheriff and 
decapitated by a mob. 


Every few days. of late. fresh discoveries of 
gold and silver mines inthe northern part of 
this state are reported. 


Over one million Ohinsse- made cigars hav 
been shipped from San Francisco to this city 
within the past thirty days. 


A Boy recently sunk in some quicksand at 
Kearney, Nebraska, and bis two sisters went to 
save him. All three were lost, 


PaE8TDENT Hayne and family and Gen, Sher- 
man start on a trip to Oallfornia, Oregon, and 
Washington terri'ory this week, 


During a poli ical riot at O*ffseville. Miss. 
on the 21st. the Greenhack candidate for shoriff 
shot and killed a Democratic negro. 


EranrT hundred hostil Sloux hav surrendered 
at Fort Keogh. and one thousand more are sald 
to be on the way to giv themseélvs up. 


THE largest and costliest flouring mill iu St, 
Louis was destroyed hy flreon the 19th. Loss 
nearly three hundred thousand dollars. 


THE five bundred workmen at the Hookaway 
Beach hotel succeeded in their efforts to got 
their money and hav been paid off ia full. 

A DUEL between the Mayor of Norfolk, V v.,, 
and an editor, was prevented by the arrest of the 
M wor while on his way to the field of honor. 


A BALTIMORE clergyman has reafgned his 
pastorate rather than cease making Greenback 


stnmp speeches. having been given the choice ^ 


by his congregation. 


OLE BULL, the famous Norwerian violinist, 
who has been before the public for more than 
half a century, died at his home at Bergen, 
Norway. on the 18tb, aged seventy years. 


Tug steamer Dersoug is on a dry-dock at 
Staten Ieland having the Egyptian obelisk re- 
moved from har hold. A large opening will be 
made in her bow through which to remove the 
immense stone. 


A GANG of masked burglars. who hav been 
operating somewhat exteneivly in Pennsylva- 
nis of late, committing several murderr in ad- 
dition to thelr other crimes, hav been recen'ly 
captured at Alleatown, Pa. 


A PnaussIAN swam from voler 1, this city, to 
Coney Inland and back last Sunday for a wager 
of $500, defeating his antagonist, who gave up 
after swimmtng part way. The distance is 
twenty-five miles. Time, ten and a half hours. 


FIFTY-sEVEN tramps were recantly captured 
by the police of this city ata single haul, They 
were Rent to Blackwell’s Island for six months 
hy a Onrletlan jadgs, having committed the 
e-ime of sleeping in a lumber-yard, being un- 
able to pay for a bad. 


Sixty thousand barrels of ol! and much other 
property were destroyed by fires kindled by 
lightning recently in the nelghborhood of 
Bradford, P». A hundred derricks were de- 


stroyed at Movroeville. The total loss will. 


amountto nearly a hundred thousand dollars. 


Ong million dollars’ worth of property was 
destroyed by a recent storm along the Rio 
Grande. In Matamoras, on the Mexican side, 
three hundced houses were destroyed, and 
Brownsville, on the American side, fared no 
better. Several steamers and other vessels 
were wrecked on the Mexican coast by tha Bain 
sort, and many lives ara renorted losy ^ 57 
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Communications. 


Two Hundred Leagues. 


Two hundred points of Liberal crystallization! Two}. 


hundred centers of revolt against ecclesiasticism ! .Two 
hundred Liberal flags hoisted, flaunting defiance in the face 
of priestly domination! Two hundred. “ hotbeds of Infi- 
delity ’" Two hundred texts for Christian ministers to 
preach at, and hold up as horrible examples of men and 
women who love truth better than sect or party, who love 
character better than reputesion, who love honor better than 
respectability ! 

Two hundred. Leagues! Now what shall we do with 
them, and what will they do with themselvs ? 

In the first place it will be the duty of each League to 
hold the fort in its own town. It should bs activ, aggress- 
iv, influentia), right among its own Christian neighbors, 
and capture ail the recruits, cfficers and privates, from their 
ranks that can be enlightened away from their standard. 
It should hold meetings, employ lecturers, start a library, 
circulate books, papers, tracts. It should amuse and in. 
struct the children, especially on Sundays, make up socia- 
bles, keep the men busy and happy, and the women occu- 
pied and delighted, It is the sociability of the church that 
is the main support to uphold it. Outdo the church in the 
same attractiv influence. 

Every local League should take a broad interest in the 
great world beyond its own little circle. It should hava 
care for the progress and development of the great National 
League as well as its own growth. It should look abroad, 
for encouragement at home. It should know what is going 
on in other countries. It should not only take pride in the 
influence and work of our own Ingersoll, but it shold 
cheer Gambetta and applaud Bradlaugh. 

Europe is our country to a degree very near that of the 

, United States, and whatever progress Liberalism makes in 
Great Britain, France, Italy, Germany, and even Russia, 
ove: flows and helps forward our own. Bradlaugh the Atheist 
is doing more than any devotee of the Lord’ God Almighty 
toward vindicating the Second Commandment and putting 
awearing Christians in back seats and out of power in all 
kingdoms and all lands. 

So much each League can and should do to promote its 
own growth. Then these two hundred Leagues are two 
hundred branches centering in a thrifty tree ; 80 many chil- 
dren making up a growing family, Two hundred links to 
a chain, two hundred companies to be arranged and distrib- 
uted into regiments, brigader, and divisions. Tbe union 
and head of the whole is the National Liberal League. Its 
office is first to cherish and foster all its children, the Local 
Leagues, and see that they are strong, flourishing, busy, and 
happy. Second, to co-ordinate the strength of the individ- 
ual Leagues into a compacted whole and wield its force as 
occasion offers, to spread light, to secure the blessings of 
liberty, tə obtain good legislation, to prevent bad legislation, 
and repeal old and oppressiv laws—and for the promotion 
of all these ends a prime object of the League will be to 
elect good: officers to administer the laws, and prevent the 
election of bad officers, to break and make them odious, 

The League should look to quality, not altogether to 
quantity. It needs to be only strong enough in numbers to 
act as a balance of power—as a commanding critic on all 
administrativ movement and all legislativ action. With 
due care and culture and development the League may 
come to that position of influence that the President of the 
League will hav only to lift his finger to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives in Washington to suppress any 
contemplated piece of sectarian legislation or to promote 
any project of wise legislation for the general good. 

For instance, there is another great World's Fair pro- 
jected to be held ia New York in 1883. Its projectors are 
now holding daily business meetings, and these meetings 
are opened with prayer. The question will come up again 
as it did in 1876 in Philadelphia as to opening the fair for 
the admission of visitors on Sunday. The League ought by 
that time to be able to say to Congress, You grant any priv- 
jleges or appropriate one dollar to that fair unless it opens 
its doors for admission on Sunday and we will oust you 
from your places and giv the next Congress to some party 
who will keep to the spirit as well as the letter of the Con- 
stitution, which commands that Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion. 
~ Will it be said that this line of action on the part of the 
League will eventually rally the whole church to one stend- 
ard—drive Catholics and Protestants combined into one 
party? Let that combination take effect. Liberals will 
like nothing better. A solid church against a solid secular 
party will soon make an end of any influence of the church 
upon legislation. We would then hav an absolute separa- 
tion of church and state for the good of each. 

For the first time in the history of the world the science 
of politics is coming up to guide men’s actions. The vote 
on any extensiv scale is a thing of modern developments. It 
never yet has been duly, adequately organized. To erganize 
it requires brains, foresight, calculation, appreciation of far- 
on consequences. That chess-player is best who is not de- 
ceived by the immediate capture of an unimportant pawn, 
but sees and calculates, or perhaps is able to force five or six 
moves ahead. All the Liberals hav to do is to organize the 
intelligent vote of the country. Leave to the two great 
parties the expense, trouble, fuss, feathers, lanterns, shout- 
ing, hurrahing, sky-rocketing, bribing, colonizing, and 
otherwise manipulating the great mass of voters, mostly the 
dogged partisan, the unthinking clannish-voting citizen held 
captiv by bosses and paid in promises of inspectorships in 
the customs with once in a while a hard- wrung performance 
that comes as unexpectedly as à random twenty-five-dollar 
prize in a lottery, Lesve all this to the two great parties, 


It is visible and invis- 
All properties or con- 
| Lis 
utterly impossible to tell how properties.or conditions of 
matter affect the nerves of sensation except by analogy. 
Sharpness is painful, smoothness is agreeable; therefore we 
may infer that this holds good as a rule throughout all the 


. The universe is dual in its nature., 
ible, ponderable and imponderable. 
ditions belong to the invisible or. imponderable. 


We Liberals will arrange, co-ordinate, and direct the think- 
ing brains of politics, the upper ten thousand voters in every 
state, and they, shifted to this side or that, will dictate all 
political policy. 
2 " Belonged to wind and world the toll 
And venture, and to Guy the oli." 

Now it remains for every Liberal voter who has gota 
‘head on him, an apparatus to think witb, to say whether he 
can take in such an ides. Will you join such a host—you 
reader, the personal holder of this article before your eyes 
ánd peruser of its views—will you drop all partisan, right 
or wrong, unreasoning devotion to either of the great parties 
and will you j»in this elite balance of power? 

There must be many towns and neighborhoods where Lib. 
erals hav been long talking, agitating, determining, at some 
convenient season, to organize themselvs into some kind of 
Freethinkers’ association. Now is the day and now the 
hour to do it. ‘You can now place yourselvs where you 
can do the most good. Forget not the assembling of your- 
selvs together. Take out a charter from the National Lib- 
eral League and become one of its activ, working auxilia 
ries. The Annual Congress of the League will meet in 
Chicago on the 17th, 18th, and 19th of Saptember. It may 
hav delegates from more than two hundred auxiliary 
Leagues there. It will be most happy to meet delegates 
from two hundred and forty-two auxiliaries, just double its 
force last year at Cincinnati, and it will shout and be de- 
lighted to hear from three hundred. Send up delegates 
from three hundred local Leagues, and this Congress will 
exert an influence on politics and on moral and religious 
opinions that will excite attention and command respect. 
Five delegates are permitted to represent each League, 
which would giv a representation of fifteen hundred dele- 
gates. It will be a grand sight when fifteen hundred dele- 
gates from local Liberal Leagues convene anywhere in the 
United States. It may be done this very year at Chicago if 
Liberals every where will take hold to organize local socie- 
ties and send up their representativs. 

If the Greenbackers are so anxious for our vote and influ- 
ence, let them organize local Leaguer, adopt our platform, 
and send up delegates. Perhaps they might capture our 
Congress. Let them try it on. Let Bro. Sparks, too, at 
Alton, Ill., organize his sixteen Republican Liberals and his 
two Democratic Liberals into a League and send up a Re- 
publican representation to speak for the Republican side of 
the question and look after Republican interests. It will be 
a free, orderly, friendly debate, aud we are going altogether 
for the side that makes the best show for general Liberal- 
ism. We will talk it over and then perfectly harmonize aud 
agree. We are not like unto other men, these poor Publi- 
cans and Republicans and Christian statesmen, for instance, 
who quit work and go a fishing because our side ia not nom- 
inated. Since the fellows who once got religion so bad 
that they couldu't get over it, bolted and left us at Byra- 
cuse, there will be no more splits, no more Strikes nor lock- 
outs. 

Anyhow, we are two hundred Leagues now. 
three hundred and make it a new Thermopylæ. 


T, C. LELAND. 
————— e$ 9—— ———— 


What is Thought? 


To THE EDITOR oF Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Sir; I hav 
many times asked myself the question, ‘‘ Whatis thought?” 
I hav read and pondered over the thoughts of others on this 
subject, but never till now hav I been able t5 flad a satis- 
factory answer. Men of science, especially those who be- 
lieve matter comprehends all there is in and of the uni- 
verse, declare that thought must be substance. Like Chris- 
tians, they make their proposition, fix theirstakes, and then 
nll reasoning, whether logical or otherwise, must harmo- 
n'ze with and sustain the same. I hav pursued a different 
course. I first reason, and then make my propositions as 
results, I believe this question is capable of a scientific 
demonstration. 

l too believe that matter is the universe, that there is 
absolutely nothing outside of matter. Annihilate matter, 
and you annihilate God. Intelligence, electricity, maguet- 
ism, heat, all would be gone. All space would be but a 
blank, cheerless, desolate void of impenetrable darkness 
and cold. . 

Not the faintest shadow of a thought could possibly be 
found throughout the vast universe of nothingness, for 
thought cannot exist apart from substance. Thought is 
simply a manifestation of intelligence, and intelligence is 
always identified with, therefore a part of, substance. It is 
claimed that thought is the fruit of intelligence, therefore, 
like the apple, is as much matter as the parent tree upon 
which it grew. Now I cannot think so, I do not think 
thought is substance, nor would I say it is nothing. I be- 
lieve it is simply a manifestation of intelligence, just as 
walking is à manifestation of the physical mam. Walking 
or distance i8 not substance, therefore thought or thinking 
may not be. I believe that thought is simply a condition, 
just as sweetness or sourness are conditions of matter, Con- 
ditions or properties of matter affict us agreeably or other- 
wise a8 they act upon the nerves of sensation. A sharp 
point or edge is not agreeable. Anything that possesses the 
power to disintegrate or displace the fiesh is not agreeable. 
Aquafortis would be very painful, for it possesses the power 
to cause disintegration to a remarkable degree, but power is 
uot substance. Sharpness is not substance, therefore sweet- 
ness Or sourness may not be. A smooth substance is agree- 
able, but smoothness is not substance, therefore, properties 
of matter are simply conditions or modes of manifestation. 
Milk may be either sweet or sour, first one and then the 
other; the same identical substance, but with changed con 
ditions or having different modes of manifestation. Wine 
ripens with age, but. the substance is the same. Only the 
properties or conditions are changed, go that the mode of 


manifestation to the taste ig different. 


‘nerves of sensation. It is impossible to tell if an apple is 
sweet Or sóur by any other sense than taste. Chemical 
analysis, even, will not reveal the mystery, and yet the lin- 
gual nerves very quickly recognize and respond to the dif- 
ference. 

Having, I think, proved that properties of matter are 
only modes of manifestation and not substance itself, I will 
now consider man, belonging to whom we find the phenom- 
enon of thought. We find something in him which we do 
not find in the apple. In man we find organized individu- 
alized intelligence, and this intelligence produces thought. 
Whatever it is within us which thinks, and is not found in 
an apple, is invisible sand imponderable, therefore thought is 
the manifestation of intelligence, Intelligence, therefore, 
must be substance, Intelligence is not a manifestation, be- 
cause thought or thinking would then be a manifestation of 
a manifestation, or a condition of a condition, which is 
impossible. We are compelled, then, to conclude that 
within man is an individualized intelligence which is com- 
posed of substance, and we choose to call this the spirit or 
real man, dwelling within its “ tabernacle of flesh." 

Having now proved that man is a spirit, and that spirit is 
substance, it now remains for me to show how the spirit 
manifests itself, or produces thought, and I am done. 

The spirit being invisible to the material eye, is, of 
course, imponderable, is adapted to and en rapport with the 
invisible and imponderable universe of matter which we 
believe pervades all space. 

I shall now claim, and I think prove, that the spirit 
excites or impresses the imponderable or spiritual matter 
precisely as the sun does the universal ether, If light is a 
condition, then thought may be, Scientists no longer claim 
that light is substance transmitted from the sun, and the time 
is at hand when it will no longer be claimed that thought is 
substance transmitted from the soul. We are now told that 
light is a condition, a motion, an undulation or vibration of 
the universal ether, and that’ these little waves travel with 
inconceivable rapidity in straight lines from the sun. Throw 
a stone into a pond of water, and at once is seen a beautiful 
illustration of the undulations produced by the sun, and 
which to us sppear aslight, Nothing is ever transwitted 
by undulations. A chip would not be moved laterally 
an inch by the action of the waves alone in a million of 
years. Waves are simply the alternate rising and falling of 
the molecules of which the medium is composed, The 
molecules never travel laterally, but always vertically, In 
water the molecules move in obedience to the Jaw of grav- 
ity; 
move in obedience to some similar law. Nothing is trans- 
mitted. All we can say is, the eriginal impact required the 
expenditure of a certain amount of energy. Some would 
claim that energy is transmitted, but I cannot discover that 
energy is anything but condition. Analyze it, and my opin- 
ion is confirmed. Start a wave, and it travels across the 
Atlantic. No one, I think, will claim that substance has 
traveled with that wave across the ocean. Something lifts 
a.molecule, gravity then saizes it and endeavors to restore 
the equilibrium. In doing so the momentum which it 
accumulates carries it below its true or original position. 
This, by the law of hydrostatics, displaces and lifts another 
to the same distance above as this went below ; this new 
molecule, then, falling, lifts another, and so on, the mole- 
cules oscillating up and down, like a pendulum, until the 
equilibrium is finally restored. If energy is substance, then 
law and gravity are substances. In steam the energy 
which drives the wheel is simply the property of elasticity 
of the compressed molecules. Elasticity is not substance, 
The energy of a tightened rubber cord, or the bounding of 
a ball, is elasticity. If we expose ourselvs to the action of 
the law of gravity, without support, we at once find our- 
selvs falling in obedience to law. No energy on our part 
is required to reach lerra firma. Set up & row of bricks, 
exactly balance the first so that a hair will cause it to fall, 
and at ence the whole row falls. This is the energy of 
gravity, and gravity is not substance. Each brick is acted 
upon by gravity, and gravity alone. 

We are compelled, then, to conclude that energy, when 
analyzed rationally, vanishes like many another myth into 
absolute nothingness. We must not forget that law is con- 
dition and not substance, and not & molecule of matter was 
ever stirred but in obedience to law. 

Having, through fear of controversy, disposed of the myth 
and stumbling-block, energy, I will proceed with my sub- 
ject. 

Undulations seem to be the rule of the universe. I am not 
certain but by this law many mysteries heretofore unex- 
plained could be readily solved. Agitate any substance, 
whether fluid or solid, and at once knowledge of the dis- 
turbance by corresponding waves is transmitted to remote 
distances. The telephone proves that by undulations of the 
magnetic fluid messages are transmitted over the wires. The 
brain is the telephone, the nerves electric wires, and, with- 
out doubt, by the undulations of the nerve-fluid our spirits 
receive messages from the outer world. lt is a wonderful 
fact that the peculiar undulations correspond so exactly 
with the cause that absolute knowledge of the same ig con- 
veyed. By the nature of the undulations we can tell, abso- 
lutely, whether a pebble, a rock, or a steamboat disturbed 
the waters. In the atmosphere which surrounds us and the 
earth this wonderful fact is even more beautifully illustrated. 
The finer the medium the more wonderful the phenomena 
which attend the undulations, By the nature of the undu- 


Jations of the sir we are able to read with marvelous aou: 
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Analogy teaches that the molecules of ether must... 
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racy of events that are transpiring about us. Every wave or 
vibration is laden with knowledge. Listen to an orator or a 
musician, and the air fairly quivers with knowledge and 
melody, The air of a summer evening is alive with the 
music of tiny insects. The tinkling of the distant bell tells 
us of the flocks of sheep or herds of cattle that browse upon 
the distant hillside. T'he chirping of the cricket, the croak- 
ing of the bullfrog, the rumble of the cars or distant thun- 
der, the singing of birds, the shriek of the steam whistle, the 
boom of cannon and roar of battle, the blast of the’ dinner 
. horn, the rush and roar of wind and water, the hum of fac- 
tories and cities, and melody of music, whether made by 
fife, drum, brass band, organ, piano, flute, violin, or human 
voice, all voice to us the wonders of earth by and through 
the vibrations of the air. The undulations of the universal 
ether, as excited by the sun and reflected from various sub- 
, stances, convey to us volumes of knowledge. They tell us 
of the shape, size, coior, and nature of all things. Nature is 


indeed a wonderful teacher. She talks to us with a thousand ' 


different tongues. How, indeed, can we help growing wise 
when we consider how lavish nature is of her wisdom. She 
' has no secret that she would not gladly reveal. Beautiful 
nature, how like a mother she deals with ur, ever bestowing 

: upon us, unasked, her choicest blessings! - 
In view of all this, may not map, the highest type of in- 
' telligence, reverse this process and giv his knowledge back 
‘again to nature? May he not manifest his presence and 
thought, in a similar manner, by this same universal law? 


"Knowledge or thought may be imparted, but his treasures | 


are never diminished. May not the epirit, which is impon- 
derable, excite the atmosphere of spiritual substance sur- 
rounding, by thought undulations, which are transmitted 
precisely like those caused by the sun, the pebble, the bell, 
or telephone, and all spiritual intelligences within the limit 
of those thought-waves be able to read their peculiar signifi- 
cance ? How grand and beautiful the thought that we are 
living suns of intelligence, spiritual suns from whence 
' emanate and radiate thought vibrations that illuminate the 
fields of earth with the glorious light of truth and knowl- 
edget 
This is my idea and explanation of thought. As I see it, 
it is not substance, but condition ; and if I hav been able to 
_ analyze this wonderful manifestation of the human soul, 
and find the truth, it is because of the unfoldment of my 
spiritual nature, which enables me to receive and read the 
significance of the.thought-waves which come to me from 
the realms of spirit life. E. A. CHAPMAN. 
Lowell, Mich., Aug. 3, 1880. ' 


Dr. Tanner’s Fast.— What it Teaches. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH BÉExER, Sir: The case 
of Dr. Tanner.seems to be so little understood either by the 
public or the medical profession that I think it proper to 
offer a few explanatory comments, I hav had nothing to do 
with the management of Dr. Tanner’s fast, as skepticism 
demanded that he should be watched by the jealous eyes of 
strangers. I communicated his proposition to Dr. Ham- 
mond, to gratify Dr. Tanner, but I regarded it as a waste of 
time to negotiate with Dr. Hammond in the expectation that 
he would ever risk a dollar in defense of his pretended 
skepticism, which proved to beidle bluster when brought to 
the test. : : 

I regarded the whole experiment of Dr. Tanner as a very 
unnecessary matter if intended for the benefit of physiolo- 

. gists who really understood the human constitution, and 
therefore knew that such things had been done before and 
could be done again. But they are a very small class, and 
the entire medical profession, under the pessimistic skepti- 
ciam of medical colleges, has been educated into an artificial 
and pedantic ignorance of the capacities of the human con- 
stitution and the real philosophy of biology. 

The medical profession needed an infant school to teach 
a few of the simplest facts of vitality in a demonstrativ way, 
and Dr. Tanner has very successfully established his forty 
days’ kindergarten in which he has taught some physiologi- 
cal facts which they might hav found in the books they hav 
neglected to read. They hav discovered that they were 
unanimously and marvelously ignorant of the principle con- 
cerned in fasting, which, however, I hav not space to explain 
in a newspaper communication. They can all laugh together 
over their unanimous blundering, for there is hardly any- 
body left to remark, ‘‘1 told you so.” 

It is all very funny. As Puck says, ‘‘ What fools these 
mortals be!’ Dr. Tanner for fasting six weeks was de- 
nounced by many an ignoramus as a fraud, until his 
anger rose to the boiling point. But he could not find on 
the whole horizon a foeman worthy of his steel until Dr. 
Hammond made his thousand dollar banter, which he 
maintained grandiosely until Dr, Tanner followed him up 
and compelled him to subside rather awkwardly. 

The density of the public ignorance about fasting is 
amazing. Dr. Tanner was called a fraud, an impostor, & 
fool, an Infidel, for attempting a performance here which he 
had already gone through with in Minnesota. ll this, 
however, only added to the eclat of the performance, and 
now that it is successfully conciuded it is discovered that 
Dr. Tanner has won fame and money so easily, and man- 
aged the whole affair so well, that if there are any fools it is 
not Dr. Tanner, but the millions whom he agitated about a 
very safe and simple performance. — 

Itis a tempting opportunity to write an essay on medical 
ignorance, and as the subject is very extensiv (for the great 


learning of the profession in some directions is miogled with. 


pedantic ignorance in other matters), I shall confine myself 
to a single specimen—the ignorance of medical editors 
which was displayed in their super-serviceable zeal to de- 
molish Dr. Tanner. 

The editor of the Medical Record of this city intimated 


that the whole {ast wag most. probably a farce, begause he | 


, become inactiv, 


could not explain some of the phenomena, which ought to’ 
hav been intelligible to any tyro in phyaiology. The British 
Medical News tollowed the lead of the New York editor, and 
made the same remarke, ‘* The supposition is that the whole 
thing is a farce,” . 

What was it that justified an editor in attacking the honor 
of a physician in good standing, avd either the honor or the 
common sense of the many highly intellectual physicians, 
including medical professors, who were watching the case 
with the most jealous vigilance? Simply that he did not 
understand how Dr. Tanner could increase in weight with- 
out eating, or how his inactiv skin could hav failed to per- 
form a certain regular amount of exertion which is consid- 
ered the proper average, although the amount of perspira- 
tion is known to be the most variable of all secretions, and 
Dr. Tanner's skin was 80 inactiv as to need a vapor bath to 
rouse it. ; 

To gain four and a half pounds in four days was pro- 
nounced incredible, notwithstanding Dr. Tanner swallowed 
ninety-two ounces of fluid more than he discharged. Why 
was he so irregular and unreasonable as not to throw off 
these ninety-two ounces through his skin. as the editor 
expected ? ] 

The editorial assumption is that the increased weight, 
independent ‘of eating or drinking, is impossible, and 


, also that.it is impossible for the skin of a starving man to 
Let me quote a little elementary physiolo- |: 
, Ry for the benefit of those who may hav been misled by 
these remarks and prejudiced against an honorable experi- 


ment. 


The learned Dr. Watson says that a lad whose weight had 
been reduced to ride a Newmarket race gained nearly thirty 
ounces in weight in one hour, although he drank only half 
a glass of wine. Dr, Jurine, a well known physiologist, 
affirms himeelf to hav gained eighteen ounces in one night 


| without taking food or drink. Dr. Carpenter, whom. none 


will dispute as a physiological authority, reports the case of 
& jockey whose weight had been reduced to the proper 
standard for riding, but who as the time of the race ap- 
proached was found too heavy. His weight had increased 
six pounds, although he had done nothing to increase it but 
drinking a cup of tea. 

In all these and similar cases the increase is due to the 
oxidation of hydrogen in the blood, forming water, which is 
retained. Such absorption of oxygen generally occurs 
during the night. In diabetic cases the increase of weight 
by absorption of oxygen and production of water always 
occurs. In a case reported in the transactions of the Medi- 
co-Chirurgical Society of Edinburgh, the increase by 
absorption of oxygen and production of water amounted to 
118 pounds in thirty-five days (which, however, was dis- 
charged), nearly as much in one day a8 occurred with Dr. 
Tanner in four days. I need not multiply examples of what 
is familiar to well educated physicians. To assail Dr. Tan- 


ner’s integrity because the psenomena of his case were just. 


what a scientific man would expect is a specimen of the 
general unfairness and ignorance of the skeptical party. 

I say the phenomena in absorption were just what we 
should expect, for there is an excesgiv absorption of oxygen 
in animals living on a flesh diet, as has been proved by 
experiments on dogs; and in cases of abstinence, when the 
body is feeding on itself, the predominance of absorption 
is nearly as great. 

There are many interesting aspects of this case of fasting 
which Dr. Brown-Sequard and other medical dignitaries do 
not perceive, because they look at it only in a mechanical 
way, and do not perceive the laws of vitality which it illus- 
trates. Jos. Ropes BUCHANAN, 

1 Livingston Place. 


——— 9 9—— — ——— 
Junius and Paine. 


To THE EDITOR or Tae TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Col. 
Ingersoll thinks that Junius was “ a coward, a calumniator, 
and a sneak.” Iapprehend that the Colonel would hav a 
harder task to prove it than he ever did to maintain a hope- 
less case in a court of law. There is nothing, I aver, in the 
authentic writings of Junius on which to base the charge 
that he was either a coward or a sneak. And it would be 
easier to prove that Thomas Paine was a calumniator than 
that Junius was, Every tory who read Paine's Letters to 
Lord Howe (Crisis ii, 5), and every anti republican who re- 
joiced in his arraignment before Congress for exposing the 
rascality of Silas Deane, doubtless denounced him as a 
calumniator. 

The letters of Junius were printed in the Public Advertiser, 
whose proprietor, Woodfall, never knew who wrote them, 
but presumed he was a man of rank and fortune. Had he 
known or even suspected that Junius was a lowly excise- 
man, living on a salary of fifty pounds and compelled to 
keep a horse, what chance would the writer hav stood of 
getting his letters printed? Absolute secrecy was necessary, 
not only for such a man to get a hearisg, but to insure his 
own personal safety, Discovery would hav threatened his 
grand purpose, driven him out of office, and endangered 
hislife. His audacious publisher was tried and convicted; 
and though the verdict was nullified by informality and 
nothing further was done, yet had Junius been revealed, 
who doubts that a prison would hav been his fate, unless a 
violent death had awaited him at the hands of aristocratic 
assassins ? 

Junius & coward and & sneak? "Then was Paine also; 
for the two characters parallel in every known particular. 
But let us see. 

When Paine was summoned before Congress in 1779 and 
asked if he wrote certain anonymous articles about Silas 
Deane, he answered that he did. He was directed to with- 
draw, and a motion was made to discharge him from the 
office of Secretary to the Committee of Foreign Affairs. 


But the motion was losh Then Paine asked for a hearing, 


‘Commodore, and what I was 


but it was denied him. The next day he sent in a letter in 
these words: 

< I cannot, consistently with my chara3ter as a freeman, 
submit to be censured unheard, therefore, to preserve that 
character and maintain that right, I think it my duty to re- 
sign the office of Secretary to the Committee for Foreign 
Affairs, and I do hereby resign the same. 

Any want of moral Courage in that transaction? Any 
characteristics of a sneak ? . 

Now take an example of physical courage. In a private 
letter to Benjamin Franklin, dated May 16, 1778, after giv- 
ing a detailed account of military operations near Philadel- 
phia, Paine speaks of a plan proposed by him to burn the 
enemy’s shipping. He says: 

I proposed to him, if he would get a boat properly 
charged with combustibles and take a bateau in tow suffic- . 
ient for three or four persons, that I would make one with 
him and two other persons who might be relied on, to go 
down on that business. One of the company, Captain 
Blewer of Philadelphia, seconded the proposal; bat the 
surprised at, Col. Bradford, 
declined it. : f 

Any lack of physical courage there? Any signs of a ` 
sneak ? Well, then, if it be true after all that Paine was 
Junius, won't you be sorry, dear Bro. Ingersoll, that you 
ever charged Junius with being a coward, a calumniator, 
and a snesk ? Wu. HENRY BURR. 

Washington, D. C , Aug. 18, 1880. 


————— à M———————— 
From a Third Party Dreamer. 

To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH BEREKEBR, Sir: Were you 
not a little too hard on us unpractical ones who dreamed of 
the creation of a third party? You called us hard names. 
That was not right toward well-meaning fellows like us. It 
made us groan in the spirit, and we ask revenge. 

D» you not know that in the time of the Revolutionary 
war tories must hav called the rebels unpractical ? It was 
the day when Thomas Paine's words were ringing through the 
land. ‘* These are the times that try men's souls!” said he; 
and the doubts and weakness that were gaining over even 
the brave defenders of liberty fied away as evil spirits befo: e 
the voice of the good. Dv you not remember that Aboli- 
tionists were called unpractical, as well as any other con- 
temptuous thing? When men, fired up by enthusiasm, feel 
it is time to ride over difficulties, timid ones are always 
ready to cry, Unpractical! not worth listening to! 

You stated in the last TRUTH BEgEKER that as much a8 
$100,000. or even $200,000 wouid be needed for organization. 
Is that the stumbling-block? Then, indeed, we are unprac- 
tical. What, three, four, and even, as some state knowingly, 
five hundred thousand Liberal Freethinkers in the United 
States, and can’t raise $200,000 to unfurl the banner of inde- 
pendence to the hydra of cant and political corruption com- 
bined to throttle us! Well, I will engage for one to giv $5 
toward starting the fund, and if more is needed after the 
hat has passed around, I shall throw in five more, Now let 
89,999 more average the same, and at first ballot even we 
shall hav our budget. If that can’t be done, then I say too, 
Good-bye, National Liberal party or life-spark. 

But that is not the soul of what I want to say, so listen: 
My idcal would hav been, and would yet be, a Liberal party 
in the full signification of the term—a party that would 
champion political, social, and religious liberties at once. 
More, I believe its creation possible. A little heroism 
would kindle the beacon, and wandering thousands would 
rally round it. Of course, all Liberals in religion would 
not follow the party. They do not elsewhere, whether in 
France or Eagland. Most of them, however, ultimately 
would. It is not sufficient reason to smother a nascent and 
needed party for the sake of a half-dozen objectors who may 
threaten to leave it to its fate. 

But, if the sentiment of the ‘‘big heads ” of Liberalism is 
found to be against this third party, let me say that for one 
I shall wave all personal preferences and vote with the Lib- 
eral element as directed by the Convention. This I con- 
sider my duty, as well as the duty of avy far-seeing and 
truly enlightened Liberal. I shall think that Liberalism has 
missed the opportunity of the hour—a great one in my judg- 
ment—but, if it so chooses, I will trust to the strength of its 
cause for ultimate victory, and make the best of it by voting 
for any party, as may be decided, s0 that my vote goes to 
show the strength of the Liberal movement. Hav I written 
to no purpose? I hope not. Yours fraternally, 

EpMUND GASTINEAU. 

P.8.—Let me add that while I tuke nothing back of the 
above, yet among the different parties the Republican is the 
one that Should betabooed by us, Isay this with no love 
for misnamed Democracy. E. G. 


Destructiv INFLUENCES —Doubtless countless myriads 
of living creatures come into existence of which by far the 
greater part must be destroyed. Oae aphis may be the par- 
ent of 5,904.900,000 individuals in five generations, and when 
these are swallowed up by lady-birds and other enemies in 
mass, it is no minute individual yariation that can avert 
their fate. The unchecked produce of one pair of herrings 
would stock the Atlantic in a few years, until there was no 
room to move; and when these are ingulfed by shoals, as 
a mouthful for the Balanaptera, they make as little struggle 
for their existence as the grass can make that the ox licks 
up, or the vegetation of a district that is devastated by 
locusts. It isthe unwritten law of nature that one race must 
die that another may liv ; this other, in its turn, subserving 
the same end, and so constantly until the cycle is completed. 
Without this law, against which there is no appesa), nature 
would be a chaotic impossibility. The destructiv influences 
are so predominant that the carnage is indiscriminate and 
without struggle. 


ExcLisH gtee] pens- are almost exeluslviy made by 
wouen, 
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The Comstock Laws and Democracy. 
To THE EDITOR or Tug TRUTH SERKER, Sir: The next 
. ,Yeason assigned by our friend W. 8. Bush, in urging us to 
vote for Garfield, is that there is no good ground to suppose 


that tbe Democrats will repeal or modify the United States 
.Comatock laws. He says : ' 


. _ “T cannot see thata change of administration will effect a 
change in the postal laws. If Comstock is stripped of his 
power under the etate laws he will be shorn of his power to 

. Spy upon the liberty of the press. Repeal the charter of the 

... Society he represents, and his prestige ig at an end, He will 
hav the same right and power which belong to any other 
citizen, and no more.” 

Now let us reason together and see if these things are so. 

First, let us not forget that the above words and the 

| whole letter of Mr. Bush is an admission that the Rzpubli- 

. cans, who passed those United States pastal laws, will 
never change them, Nothing of that kind is ever to be 
expected or hoped for. A vote for Garfield is a vote for 
Comstock ; there is no other conclusion. 1: is greatly to Mr. 

‘ Bush's credit that he don't try to put us under any illusion. 
He boldly defends, therefore, the cohstitutionality and pol. 
icy of the national Comstock legislation, with what result 
the redder wil! jadge from my last two letters. Is there not 
something wrong about the advice that asks Liberals to go 
to the polls to vote with and for Comstock and his friends ? 
Imagin Howard Crosby and D. M. Bennett, Col. Ingersoll 
&nd Anthony Comstock, walking up arm in arm and voting 
ine same ticket for the same policy and the same postal 
laws! Would you not think of the geese who fellowshiped 
with the cranes? i 

Mr, Bush's rejoinder would probab'y be, Imagin Cardinal 
MeCloskey and Col Ingersoll voting the same ticket; 
would the Democratic ‘‘ happy family " be less ridiculous ? 

Ianswer it would not be ridiculous nor incongruous at all 
forthe reason that both parties would hav agreed on the 
Democratic platform to lay their differences of belief out of 
politica in this Republic, and to keep the laws so that. eacb 
should hav «qual rights under them in all respects, A 
union of the most opposit men and beliefs for such pur- 
poses i8 the true triumph of republicanism. 

But more on this point in our next letter. Let us now 
see what Mr. Bush's actual remedy for Comstockism is. 
He s»ys “it Comstock is stripped of his power under the 
state laws ” he will no longer be a “spy,” etc. 

But it is plain to everybody, and practically admitted by 
Mr. Bush, that the Republicans are not intending to “strip” 
Comstock of his power under the state laws. Mr. Bush’ 
remedy, then, is that we should vote for Garfield and the 
R-publicans in national affairs, and vote for Democrats for 
state governors and legislators, so as to get the state Com- 
"stock laws repealed. Let the reader think how impractica- 
ble and ridiculous this is ! 

Everybody knows that the Republicans will not repeal 

. the state Jaws and leave thé others. Besides, how can we 
elect the state Democratic ticket in the ‘‘ pivotal” state of 
New York without great danger of electing Hancock too ? 
Even if we could get the state laws repealed by the Demo- 
crate, and the national Comstock laws sustained by the R- 
publieans, would we not be doing an absurd thing in thus 

‘turning over the whole of this peculiarly domestic subject to 
the general government ? What the Liberals hav been con- 
tending for is that this subject is one that the states ough! | 
to administer, as it does other criminal laws. It is claimed 
that ihe general government shou.d not use the post-office 
as a trick and trap to get offenders under a United States 
juriediction, and that in so doing it usurps an unconstitu 
tional and most dangerous power. Are we ready to giv up 
this position ? Shall we giv up everything to a rudimentary 
empire ? : : 

This brings up the main reasons why I think the Damo. 
-eratic party will at some reasonable time revise this whole 
subject and put it upon constitutional and safe grounds, In 
a word, that party adopts our premises as to the general 
government's jurisdiction, and the conclusion we draw 
must in time be drawn by them. General Hancock and the 
Democratic press generally place the greatest emphasis upon 
the view of the government opposed to centralization and the 
enlargement of federal criminal jurisdiction by indirect 
construction of the Constitution. For example, ia this 
morning's New York Herald Ex-Governor Huffman, now 
absent in Europe ou business, expresses the position of his 
party as follows: 3 
` '^Teannot express merely partisan views of men and things, 
for I hav passed out of activ politics. I must speak, how- 
ever, if at al', as a Democrat, for I hold fast to all my 
Democratic principler, which include home ruk, honest 
money, free ships, a tariff for revenue, freedom of elections 
from the control of centralized power at Washington, 
whether Republican or Democratic. NN» soldiers at the 
polls, To the states and to the federal government all the 
rights the Constitution givs to each—uo more and no legs. 
In other words, a government as strong as the Cunstituiion 
and no stronger, and to the Supreme Court the respect due 
to it as the expouuder of the Constitutior, as long as it does 
not attempt, uncer cover of judicial interpretation, by parti 
san decisious to revolutioniz: the government itself.” 

“The real danger to American sff-irs is the tendency to 
centralization—to hav a government stronger than the Con- 
stitution. The Republican party has allied itself to and en- 
couraged the growth of this tendency. It looks first tu 
placing in the hands of the government administration ai 
‘Washington, which happens now to be Republican, abso- 
lute coutro! over the machinery of electiony, with a view to 
perpe:uating party power. Next, to enforce its authority 
and protect its partisan officials by the aid of the army, 
which has no proper place iu a republic except it be remote 
from the polls, After that it looks to the control of tele- 
graphs, savings banks, railroads, and other great co: porate 
and business interests heretolore free trom governinental 
interference, and then—a strong man at ihe head of the 
government. It is strange this tendency to centralization 
exists only in the American republic. Atl over Europe the 

ecple are fighting ao Ti it and crushing it ovt, and in its 
: het fortified plates the life of the "strong man at the head. 


of the government? is hardly worth a day's purchase now. 
It is time this danger to popular rights had & check in 
America.” 


Every Democratic paper and politician takes this ground. 
When these views prevail in the national councils consist- 
ency requires that the postal laws should be limited to postal 
purposes. It will be necessary, of course, to show that 
provision has been made to punish real offenses by the state 
and common law tribunals, and that there is a general rec- 
ognition of the fact that the law can be safely repealed. 
This it will be the duty of the Liberals to show, and then I 
believe the Democrats will repeal thoselaws or modify them 
tv what may reasonably be called postal purposes. They 
cannot admit the premises and ayoid this conclusion if they. 
are beld firmly before the country on that issue, as the Lib- 
erals can hold them if they will, à 

Another reason why [ think the Democrata will at a 
reasonable time revise those laws, is that they are not their 
laws, nor is Comstock their pet or. appointee as United 
States special agent, nor under any state laws. The Demo 
crats hav never gone into this business of uniting church 
and state in a moral censorship over the mails, either in the 
nation or the states. Comstock is the child of Calvinistic 
theocracy, adopted and appointed to office by the R3pub- 
lican party only. The Democrats hav every reason of party 
custom and policy to make a clean sweep of the old party 
ofliee-holders and policy. — . i 

A still further reason for thinking that this may be done 
is that the Democratic press and many prominent Demo- 
crats are reslly capable of intelligent reasoning on this sab- 
ject. Ido not say that no Rzpublicans can reason on this 
subject, but they are very rare birds, and I am not sure that 
they exist at all. Let me illustrate their logic and apply 
it to the last prosecution under these laws. l 

It seems that a Dr. Buchanan has been running a bogus 
medical college in Philadelphia for the purpose of issuing 
medical diplomas giving the titlé of ‘‘ Dr.” without any sut- 
stantial medical education back of it. “The United States 
of America” had him arrested and held to bail in' an enor- 
mous sum. The Doctor started to visit his daughter in New 
Jersey, and on the way jumped off of the ferryboat in mid- 
river. and is supposed to be another case of suicide, The 
New York Herald of the 18th continues the story thus : 

**Bat whether he is dead or not, it is now conceded that he 
is out of the jurisdiction of the United States D.strict 
Court. He was held in $10,000 bail on the 10:h of June 
last by the Unsted States Commissioner, aud a true bill was 
fouvd »gainst him yesterday bv the Grand Jury for using 
the mail to assist in his bogus diploma trade. The United 
states District Attorney epplied to Judge Butler in court 
this morning to hav Buchauan’s bail forfeited.” — 

It seems that under these lawa death is an ordinary result 
Weare told that Comstock boasts of 15 cases—‘‘ better dead 
than alive,” but this *' Dr.” is supposed to hav escaped, bs- 
ing a worthy pupil of Comstock in deception. , 

But to our point. Svppose that a Liberal citizen begins 
to inqnire what part of the Constitution .givs the United 
States the jurisdiction over the medical college business in 
Pennsylvania? It occurs to him that these colleger, being 
organized under state Jaws, or, at least, being in that state, 
should be suppressed by zfs authorities, He thinks that it 
the United States gets its jurisdiction because its maila hav 
been used to ' assist ” in this crime, it has, or ought to hav. 
jurisdiction in all other crimes in which the mails '‘ assist? 
or are ‘‘ misused.” 

He ventures to ask a distinguished Republican o:ator and 
statesman if these laws giving the United States this po ver 
to discrioinate and punish according to the sentiments and 
purposes of mailed matter are not unconstitutional, and 
abridgments of the freedom of the press. Does the states. 
man undertake to reason and show that such laws are Con- 
stitutional and safe? No. He replies with the knock- 
down argument, ‘‘ I don't care a damn whether the Constitu- 
tion is constitutional or not. I never appeal to state rights. 
The doctrin of state rights has been the excuse for every 
outrage since the government began, It repudiated the 
paper money of the Revolution. It was the mother ot 
secession and rebellion ; anybody who appeals to it is the 
abettor of traitors and rebels ; I am going to vote for Gar 
field. Democrats are Bourbons!” If our inquiring friend 
survives this and applies to a distioguished semi-L'beral 
Repüblican editor, he gets set down upon in this way : 

“ You ought to encourage all laws and efforts to put down 
this ' bogus’ college business instead of trying to excuse it. 
You know very wellthat the mails were never designed to 
carry bogus diplomas. They are contraband everywhere. 
The states cannot get at them in the mails, and therefore the 
United States must get at them there, and punish the send- 
ers. 
probably no better than they. If you hav a diploma as 
lawyer, or doctor, it is probably bogur, and thus gour 
interest in this precious scoundrel is accounted for, I leave 
allLeagues and societies of which we are members. I am 
holier thao thou. Never dareto let your shadow cross my 
path again." 

If the inquirer, leaviag the '* Liberal” Hepublic statesman, 
and press, turpa to the “ religious " R»publican press, € g., 
the New York Independent, he gets the *' true indignation of 
righteousness,” Jue Couk, the favorit bulldog, is let loose 
in columns of blackguardism and falsehood, accusing the 
poor inquirer. of indecencies and crimes unspeakable. If a 
modestly-worded denial of these offenses is sent in to that 
paper with the deprecatory plea for, at least, & hearing, the 
denial goes to the waste-bask:t without a word, the bulldog 
ia Calleu right out again, sud the poor fellow is told that he 
is merely '‘ vermis,” or vermin excuser, and ought to hav 
been in hell long ago. i 

These illustrations scarcely exaggerate the kind of treatment 
I and others hav received from Republicans in trying to get 
this Comstock legislation understood, From beginniug to 


end we hay been treated by Republicans ax though we were ' 


You are the abettor of swindlers and rascals, and | 


not human beings, much less free and equal citizens of the 
republic. We hav stood it all calmly from the assurance 
that we were right and that the day of justification would 
come. It wil] come in time, and from the Democracy, and I 
believe only from them. I believe so because their papers and 
statesmen hav generally treated us decently and hav largely | 
agreed with us. Take the Democratic press of this city as 
an example. The Democratic paper of largest circulation ig 
the Sun. It has never failed to bear witness against these 
laws, and demands their repeal on the grounds that they are 


unconstitutional and unsafe. vo Mp Bogie 

The sprightly little paper, ZrutA, is next in circulation, 
and it tasked the same grounds, and is a constant thorn in the 
side of Comstock and his theocracy. : 

The World, Express, and Star hav repeatedly taken similar 
grounds; while the daily Eagle, of Brooklyn, is as.clear as a 
bell on the subject. PUE ' 

The Republican papers may occasionally criticise some of 
Comstock’a doings unfavorably, as the Tribune has done 
but when the test comes they always side With, the theoc- 
racy and their laws. l d vum . 

As to the Deniocratic statesmen, they are. generally out- 
spoken in regard to the unconstitutiovality of this indirect 
way cf ex'ending the criminal jurisdiction of the geueral 
government, The committee who waited upon Congress in 
this matter assure me that with few exceptions they had no 
friends there but Democrats. .The names I could giv, but 
it would be invidious to name a few among many. A 

Wel!, but says Mr. Busb, ‘ Why didn't they then repeal 
or modify the laws?” I auswer thatit was not a reason- 


| able time to agitate or pass upon the subject.. The mem- 


bers geuerally could not in the stress of business be brought 
to consider a minor matter over which a veto certainly im- 
pended from a Republican president. .The people.were not 
educated go as to demand or sustain action in the subject at 


all. Even the Liberals (and alas, Mr. Bush!) were not clear - 


on the subject, and could not unite-upon whai should be 
done, and had not educated the people up to the question. 

But the reasonable time will come. 
Democratic Congress revises the: whole postal laws and sys- 
tem, which must be done in & few years. Then the views of 
‘he Democratic press and statesmen we hav referred to will 
be heard effectivly if the Liberals stand together and giv 
them support. Tien the postal laws of our country will be 
for postal purposes, and not a general criminal bureau. 

The people and the states will by that time learn to pro- 
tect themeelva from obs3enity and frauds, and even bogus 
colleges, without the trick and device of making them 
United States offenses through the post-office... 

But why does Mr. Bush say we must not try to help the 
Democrats to do these things? Because they are ‘‘ Bour- 
bons!" We will cousider that next week, . : 

New York, Aug. 20, 1880. T. B. WAKEMAN. 
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The Religious Amendment. 


It hag been claimed that the Republican party attempted 
to put God in the Constitution, and were prevented by six- 
teen Democratic Seaators who voted against the joint reso- 
lution. This statement is neither fair nor true. 
1875, James G. Blaine introduced a j int resolution in the 
House.of Representatives, a8 follows : À 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United Stites of America in Congress assembled (iwo-thti ds of 
each House concurring therein), ''b»*t ine following be pru- 
posed to the several states of the Union as an amendment 
to the Constitution, namely : : j 

ARTICLE XVI. No state shall make any law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof ; and no money raised by taxation in any state for 
the support of public schooler, or derived from any public 
fund therefor. nor any public Jands devoted thereto, shall 
ever be under the control of any religious sect; nor shall 
any money so raised or lands so devoted be divided between 
religious sects or denominations, es 


This was referred to the Judiciary Committee, aud was not 


reported back to the House uatil Aug. 4, 1870, atier Mr. 


Blaine ceased to be a member of the House, It was 
amended, adding this sentence, ** This article shall not vest, 
enlarge, or diminish legislativ power in the Congress " Ou 
its passagein the House the vote was, ayes, 180; nays, 7; not 
voting, 98. . 

Gen, Garfield voted aye, while Blackburn and J. Proctor 
Knott and other Democrats voted nay. : 

It was referred in the Senate to the Judiciary Committee 
and reported back; amended, and as amended was lost by a 
vote of 28 yeas to 16 nays. 
`. The proposed Art. XVI. thus defeated is as follows : 

Arr. XVI. No state shall make avy law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free ex«rcise 
thereof ; and no religious test shall ever be required as a 
qualification to any cfiice-or public trust under any state. 
No public property, and no-public revenue of, nor any loan 
of credit by or uader the authority of, the United States, or 


any state, territory, district, or municipal corporatiou, snall 


be appropriated t«, or made or used for, the support of any 
School, educational or other institution, under ‘he control 
of any religious or anti-religious sec’, organization, or de- 
nominatior, or wherein the particular creed or tenets of any 
religious or anti-religious sect, organ zation, or denomina. 
tion shall be taught. Aad no such particular creed or tenets 
shall be read or taugut in any, School or institution sup- 
ported in whole orin part by such revenue-or loan of credu ; 
and no such appropriation or loan of Credit shal! be madu 
to any religious or anti-religious sect, organization, or de- 
nomination, or to promote its interests or tenets. This 
article shall not be construed to prohibit the reading of the 
Bible in any school or institution ; and it shall not nev the 
effect to impair rights of property slready vested. 

Suc 2. Congress shall hav power, by &ppropiiate legisla- 
tion, to provide for tne prevention und punishment of vio- 
lations of this article. 


It was not defeated because it provided that ‘ this article 
shall not be construed to prohibit the reading of the Bible 
in any &nhoe] ay Tnatltation,” but heaause tho church wag a 


It wil be when a ^ 


Dee. 14.. 


, cratic party i8 not in favor of Freethought, 
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domeatic institution, and like slavery, ought not to be inter- 
fered. with by the nation, . In short, the proposed article in- 
terfered with state rights, , 

Senator Kernan preferred to “ leave the. states to manage 
their domestic institutions as the people of each state may 
. choose," Whyte; of Meryland, Stevenson, of Kentucky, 
Bogy, of Missouri, concurred. “Eaton, of Connecticut, in- 
sisted the question was a state right; © one of her sovereign 
rights.” Salsbury, of Delaware, protested against the 
amendment ‘in’ the ` interest of Christianity.” No Demo- 
erat voted for it." The immortal 16, who voted ** No," are 
Senators Bey, Cockrell, Cooper; Davis, Eston, Gordon, 
Jones, of Florida, Kelly, Kernan, Kay, McCrary, McDon. 
ald, Maxey, Norwood, Randolph, and Stevenson, ` 

The Democratic ‘platform, interpreted by the. men ‘who 
made it; means nothing. They deny one of the cardinal 
demands of the Liberal League. The tendency of. the party 
is shown by a bill passed last winter in the Senate, reported 
bv Wade Hampton, to transfer the arsenal property of the 
Uaited States at Charleston, 8. C., valued at a very large sum 
of money, to the Institute of the Church of the Holy Com- 
Liunion, an aristocratic and sectarian school. The Demo: 
. Its, statesmen, 
holding that religion is a state institution, hav disfranchised 
Infidels from the witness.stand and from office. In Arkan- 
gar, a person who denies the being of God cannot hold any 
civil office in the: state, nor be competent to testify as a 
witness in any. court. In Delaware, unbelievers are not 
allowed to testify." In Maryland, a witness is competent pro- 


. vided he believes in the existence of God, and that under 
his dispensation such persons will be held morally account. | 


able for his acts and be.rewarded or. punished therefor, 
either in this world or the world to come. No person can 
hoid office who does not believe in the existence of God; 
In Mississippi the:Cunstitution provides that no person who 
denies the existence. of a Supreme Being shall hold any 
ofe. In Nurth Carolina it is provided that all persons who 
shall deny the being of Almighty God shall: be di: qualified 
for office. In South Carolina a person who denies the exist- 
ence of a Supreme Being is not permitted to hold any 
office, The Constitation of Tennessee provides that no per- 
son who denies. the being of. a God or of a future. state of 
rewards and. punishment shall hold any office in the civil 
department of the. state, , In Texas the Constitution pro- 
vides that no religious test shall ever be required as a quali- 
fication for | any. office of ‘public trust, nor shall any one be 
excluded froin holding any office on account of religious 
sentiments, provided he acknowledges the existence of a 
Supreme Being. |. ~ 

The party which lias, in the most solemn. form of legis- 


lation, stripped infidels of their equal rights with other 
men in most of the ‘Southern states has nominated General 


Hancock, atid the vote of the solid South is relied upon to 
elect him. Liberals, as such, hav nothing to hope from 


'guch a party, nor from the candidate who has said in his 


letter of acceptance that the President is simply to execute 
the will of Congress, 

The Liberal League has framed.a broader platform than 
this, Atthe last Congress it 


Resolved, That we deem it expedient for the Liberals of 
this cuunwy to act as a political organization for the accom- 
plishment of the followiug objects : 

1. Total separation of church and state, to be secured 
under presen} laws and proper legislation, and finally to be 
guaranteed by amendment of the Uaited States Constitution, 
including the equitable taxation of church property, secu. 


' larization of the public achdévle, abrogation of S.bbatarian 


laws, ab.lition of chaplaincies, prohibition of public appro- 
priatious for religious purposes, and: all other measures 
necessary to the same general end. 

2 Nation! protection for national citizens in their equal 
political, civil; industrial, and religious rights, irrespectiv 
Of race or sex ; to be Secured under present laws and proper 
Jegiglation, aad finally to. be -guaranteed by amendment of 
the United S ates: Constitution, and afforded: through the 
United States courts. 

8 Universal education the basis of universal suffrage in 
this secular republic ;"to be secured under present laws and 
proper legislation, aud finally to be guaranteed by amend- 
ment of the United States Constitution, requiring every 
state to maintain a thoroughly secularizad ‘public school sys- 
tem, and to permit no chiid within its limits to grow up 
without à good elementary éducation. 

This resolution cuts up by the roots the dogma.of states’ 
rigüts. If then the members of the Liberal League are to 
be committed to thé support of Hancock and English, and 
to follow the lead of Eaton, Stevenson, Wade Hampton, 
and Whyte, of Maryland, it will be necessary to recast its 
platform, re-unite its principles, and avow that the regula 
tion of religious matters is one of the sovereign rights of 
each state. . Are the Liberals ready for this change ? 

The Republican party ülone has proposed to separate 
church and state by an amendment in the Constitution blot- 
ting out the sectarian and bigoted limitations of state consti- 
tutions and laws. ‘It is not honest to charge that party with 
voting to put God. in the Constitution. The rights of man, 
if worth pro:ection, are entitled to national protection. 
They should not be left.at ihe mercy of the Southern Demo- 
cratic states, where the shot-gun and fraud determin who 
shall make and' enforce the laws. In many of these states 
the Infidel has no protection for person or property. He 
can neither make the laws nor obtain a standing as 8 wit- 
ness in the courts, I know of no better way to redeem 
them than to stand by the party which has put itself upon 
record in favor.of the broadest enjoyment of personal and 
political rights. -A:party whose leader in the Hou-e in 1876 
introduced the Blaine amendment, whose leading Senators 
advocated it-in essentially the same form in the S.nste, and 
would hav carried it but for the adverse votes of the Svu- 
ern Democratic Senators, 

Liberals know where Garfield standa, Wil. tag support 
Hancock, who has put himself ia the hands of their South- 
m eu W. B. Buss, 


‘Two New Innocents Abroad. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Bir; Half seas 
over—wholly seized ia what we bay been—-and here we are 
in company with nearly two hundred mortals—some of 
whom think they are, or ought to be, immortals—everyone 


| trying to lock and act as if a trip at sea was a very charm- 


ing experience. “My doctor said a voyage would be just 
the thing to build me up [she was already built up by her 
dress-msker]. and so`I took passage in a Kewnarder; and, 
oh dear me, I left my darling little Poody Poody at home.” 
Poody was:a dog three mohths old. 

Old gent with gray hair had run away from business just 
to rest, and meant to take a run through Ireland, a turn 
among the csthedrals of England, a week or two in Paris, 
skip up the Rhine, slip through the Alps into Italy, and 
then a few days in Switzerland, and then home sgain. He 


evidently meant: to squecza half a lifetime of good sight-see- 


ing into a poor little month of thirty-one days or so. ‘My 
church sends.me hover hevery year, you know, and it is 
quite the correct thing;” and so he is going for the seventh 
time to pick up a few more girs (not musical) with which to 
muddle the brains of his people, who pay him to gather 
spiritual food. He gathers—he knows what—and nohody 
else need inquire. 

We hav. a- goodly host of notables on board. A real live 
baronet, Sir Bache, who did not leave his dog, and the 
steward said, ‘‘If it had been henny one helses dog there 
would hav been a ’ell of arow, you know.” Then Peter 
Cooper’s son-in-law, Mr. Hewitt, ex-Postmaster-General 
Cresswell, Hon. Washburne, ditto Pratt, doctor this and 
that, parson this and that, with wives, daughters, dressing- 
maids, and steamer chairs. 

Poor Bennett tried to do his duty aud eat his money’s 
worth, but failed on the very first trial. He took a hasty 
step to the side of the boat aud spent the better part of three 
or four days in quiet contemplation in the retirement of his 
birth. It is an old trick of the steward to tempt passengers 
to stuff—in the interest of the fishes—when of course they 
tsx the ship’s provisions very lightly the rest of the voyage. 
Rawson is a more sly old fox, and eats his grapes and 
chickens quietly, moderately, but very surely, not having 
failed to be in his seat at the table at every sound of the 
gong. He also does regular duty walking up and down the 
decks, generally escorting some lady, and eloquently orating 
to the great disgust of several younger and better dressed 
men, who are sour with envy. He varies the exercise by 
hitching arms with the Jesuit father from Naples, and hor- 
rifying him with glowing accounts of the progress of the 
Freethinkers’ Federation of Belgium, and the great Congress 
to assemble there soon; and ‘also by cornering Mr. Hewitt, 


Mr. Cresswell, and other old wise politicians, and startling 


them with the magnificent array of two hundred Liberal 


Leagues in English and one hundred and ninety-eight in the 
German ianguage, and the glorious prospects of the secular 


idea in the country. 


My duty has been to watch over the manifest destiny of 


three women, four chairs, fourteen shawls, wraps, umbrellas, 
and the numerous fixings usual and necessary to do a trip 
io the ocean steamer, and to engineer them into places 
where the drizzling rain will soak them and the wind shake 
their bones—a line of conduct no one in their senses would 
follow at home. Think of my wife going on the roof of our 
house in Thirty-eighth street, sitting on one side of a chim- 
ney in a waterproof, under an umbrella, in a stiff wind and 
a driving rain! She would say I was an idiot to do it in 
New York, but everybody does it here, There is another 
thing that everybody does, or does not, which is to walk 
with ease and dignity. Such wild dives into your neigh- 
bor’s ribs, tumbles into the side of the passageway, or rushes 
at the dining table, would be queer anywhere else but on 
board ship. Mr. Bennett looks wise, with paper pad and 
pencil, coaxing his wits for anidea; but he is probably 
watching for porpoises that sometimes tumble over the 
waves near the vessel, or trying to count the flocks of 
gulls or Mother Carey’s chickens, that are always in sight. 
Of course he varies these duties by watching the games 
of checkers, dominoes, and chess, in the smoking room. 
The Spaniard’s violin, with piano accompaniment, is a 
delightful addition to the evening’s pastime; and Dominie 
Maynard’s lecture on cathedrals added something to the 
cash-box of the Sailors’ Orphans’ Home. We are a busy 
world here ‘‘ on the briny.” Up with the daylight, watch- 
ing for sunrise, with which we hav been favored only twice 
in eight days, with only one real sunset with a clear golden 
orb; locking for vessels which come along one, two, three, 
or more a day; and for meals that are a tediously long time 


‘between; studying the bill of fare that outdoes the Brevoort 


House; answering the leading questions of the gentleman 
from Connecticut, who is evidently in duty bound to bio- 
graf every one of us, and boring the ship’s cffücers with 
questions they hav answered to other green passengers 
many, many times beforé. Wel), what do you suppose we 
can do? We can’t go round the corner to the drug-store 
for candy or perfume (the bar is really down stairs near the 
engins), nor to the next block to drop a letter (the puraer 
says Queenstown isthe first letter-box on the route), nor can 
a poor man go to the store “to meet a man." Al those 
quiet games that I hav played on the wife for years—or 
until she grew too knowing in city ways to accept my an- 
nouncements without a provoking smile—are here of no 
avail, She feed the stewardess and was shown all over the 
ship within the first two daye, and is always ready to in- 
form me where this and that place is to be found; she 
knows the catalog of books in the library, how to get a cup 
of œ ff:e early in the morning with an orange (which she 
insists is a rational morning toddy), how to quietly drop 
into a snug corner of the saloon when the ship is p:unging 
and rolling like mad, and pretend to be deeply engaged in 
a book when she is really trying hard to ‘‘ keep it down.” 
She knows just when it is safe to try a walk up and down 


the deck, or a game at shiffl2 board, having studied the roll 
of the vessel. She is a treasure, I believe I said before 
that she is my wife. f 

She tells me the Vanderbilts are represented here. Awful 
to think of—so many millions—not of the family, but of. 
money. And other notable families, for instance, the 
Beecher’s, Awful to think of—not the family, but what 
they hav done; and the Wzeshburnes—awful to think of— . 
not anything they hav done, but their number and ubiqui- 
tous presence everywhere; and the preachers, both for their: 


'| number (five in this one boat), and what they might do if 
| they tried; that is awful to think of; and the doctors—but 


they are really too awful to think of as to what they might 
do. 

Well, here we are, Friday morning, on the coast of Ire- 
land; and it isa great relief to see something solid after 
seeing so much movable stuff in the shape of sea water. 
The coast here is rocky, with a thin coating of soil, few 
houses, fields divided by stone walls, and no trees. We 
passed & watch-tower built by Oliver Cromwell, now look- 
ivg like a deserted castle, with two towers and gables, 
securely walled in, ona high rocky point. The telegraph 
station signalled us at 4:30 this morning, and probably our 
arrival will appear in the New York Herald this morning, 
of course five hours later, or 12:20 Thursday. A goodly 
number of our company go ashore at Queenstown to do 
Ireland, I among the rest. I hope to see our pilgrims,: 
Bennett and Rawson, at Brussels, but, if not there, in New 
York later in the year, VIATOR, 

A Fellow. Passenger of B. and R, 


" George Chainey. 


To THE EDITOR ov THE TRUTH SEEKER, Si: I predict 
that the Liberal cause has recently gained a most valuable 
acquisition in the person of George Chainey, who has 80: 
bravely dared to be true to his own convictions and leave a 
lucrativ position in the Christian church and step out on to 
the platform of Freethought, where he can be free to utter 
his honest convictions. And I do hope that the Liberals of 
America will giv our noble brother a hearty welcome and 
keep him constantly engaged in the lecture field. 

lam pleased to announce that Bro, Chainey will be at 
the Hornellaville Convention, and there giv his new and 
remarkable lecture entitled, ‘‘ Theology is sil the Baseless 
Fabric of a Dream.” 

I take the liberty of quoting the following from a letter I 
just received from Mr. Chainey, It is evident by this letter 
that he * means business" and will not be idle. He writes 
from S.urgie, Michigan : | 

Dear Friend : I left home August 7th on a lecturing expe- 
dition, I spolke twice at Covington, Indiana, August 8th, 
to two very fine audiences, Liberalism has captured the - 
very best people of the town, and they are talking of organ- 
ization. 1 apoke at South Bend, Indians, August 12 h, toa 
fuir audience. Learning that the meeting at Schoolcraft : 
was postponed, where I was expected to speak on Suuday, 
the 15th, and hearing that S.urgis was a Liberal town, É 
came out here, I found the Spiritualists and Liberale in 
possession of a fine church building, in which [ arranged to 
speak morning and afternoon, and at the Close of the second 
lecture they requested me to speak againinthe evening, A 
representativ ot the Burr Oak League being present, I was 
induced to pay them a visit, and last night spoke to a school- 
house full of people in the district where they hold their 
meetings. I hav been delighted in finding the Liberals in 
al] these places to be the best people in point of character 
as well as intelligence. {intend to werk my way on from 
here to Hornelisville, calling at such places where there are 
Leagues. Can you refer me to any places around Hornells- 
ville where | might secure engagements if [ should arrive 
before the Convention ? 

I refer the latter portion of the above communication to 
our Liberal friends of central and western New York. 

H. L. GREEN. 
— ll — —À —— — 

Tar Fourth New York Liberal League will hold a mee'- 
ing at 231 West 37th street, Tuesday evening, August 31st, 
for the election of officers and the appointiug of delegates 
to the Annual Congress of the National Liberal League, A 
full attendance is specially r: quested, 

E. M. MACDONALD, Sec. 


New THEORY oF LIGETNING STROKES —P'of, Colladon, 
of Genevs, has made some interesting observations on the 
course of lightning when it strikes trees and houses, He 
holds that the great discharges which injure trees and 
houses seldom or never happen while the lightning has an 
unobstructed course—which it has along the thin upper 
branches of the trees, where birds and their nests are often 
left quite uninjured by its descent. But itis where the 
electric current reaches the thick stem that the tree becomes 
a worse and worse conductor, and it is here, therefore, that 
the tree is what is called struck,z e , here that the electricity, 
failing to find an unobstructed channel to the eartb, accu- 
mulates in masses, and givs out shocks which rend the tree. 
And the same is true of houses whose lightning-conductovs 
stop short of the ground. Prof. Culladon has also shown ` 
that .the close neighborhood of a pool of water is s great 
attraction to the electric current, and that the electricity 
often passes down a house or tree till it is near enough to 
dart straight across‘to the water; and he thinks that, where 
possible, lightning-conductors should end in a spring or 
pool of water. Prof. Colladon believes, that lightning 
descends rather in a shower—through a multitude of vives, 
for instance, in the same vineyard—ihau in a single main 
stream. It divides itself among alb the upper branches of & . 
tree, and is received from hundreds of atmospheric points 
at once, instead of, as has been usually supposed, from one. 
Electricity is a rain, a number of tributa ries from a. wide 
surface, not a single torrent, 

———— $99 — ——— 


In 1845 the first telegram was sent, 
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Discussion. 


What Objections to Christianity ? 
MR. MAIR’S FIFTH LETTER.—CONTINUED. 


Pardon me if I tire your patience by quoting Mr. 
Malcom’s concluding ‘remarks on the religion of 
Buddha and its influences: ` - 

** No false religion, ancient or modern, is compara- 
ble to this. Its philosophy is indeed not exceeded 
in folly by any other, but its doctrines and practical 
piety bear a strong resemblance to those of holy 
scripture. There is scarcely a principle or precept 
in the Bedagat which is not found in the Bible. 
Did the people but act up to its principles of peace 
and love, oppression and injury would be known no 
more Within their borders. Its deeds of merit are 
in all cases either really beneficial] to mankind or 
harmless. It has no mythology of obscene and fero- 
cious deities; no sanguinary or impure observances; 
no self-inflicted tortures; no tyrannizing priesthood ; 
no confounding of right and wrong by making cer- 
tain iniquities laudable in worship. In its moral 
code, its descriptions of the purity and peace of the 
first ages, of the shortening of man's life because of 
his sins, etc., it seems to have followed genuine 
traditions. In almost every respect it seems to be 
the best religion which man has ever invented. 

* At the same time we must regard Buddhism with 
unmeasured reprobation if we compare it, not with 
other false religions, but with truth. Its entire 

' base is false. It is built, not on love to God, nor 
even love to man, but on personal merit. It isa 
system of religion without a God. It is literally 
Atheism. Instead of a heavenly father, forgiving 
sin and filial service from a pure heart as the effect 
of love,it presents nothing to love, for its deity is 
dead ; nothing for the ultimate object of action but 
self, and nothing for man's highest and holiest am- 
bition but annihilation. 

“The system of merit corrupts and perverts to evil 
the very precepts whose prototypes are found in the 
Bible, and causes an injurious effect on the heart, 
from the very duties which have a salutary effect on 
society. Thus, to say nothing of its doctrines of 
eternal transmigration and of uncontrolable fate, we 
may see in this single doctrine of merit the utter 
destruction of all excellence. It leaves no place for 
holiness, for everything is done for the single pur- 
pose of obtaining advantage. | 

“Sympathy, tenderness, and benevolence would 
become extinct under such a system had not Jehovah 
planted their rudiments in the human constitution. 
If his neighbor’s boat be upset, or his house on fire, 
why should the Buddhist assist? He supposes such 
events to be the unavoidable consequence of demerit 
in a former existence; and if this suffering be averted 
there must be another of equal magnitude. He even 
fears that by his interfering to prevent or assuage 
his neighbor’s calamity he is resisting established 
fate and bringing evil on his own head. 

“The same doctrine of merit destroys gratitude 
either to God or man. If he is well off it is because 
he deserves to be. If you do him a kindness he can- 
not be persuaded that you have any other object or 
reason than to get merit, and feels that he compen- 
sates your generosity by furnishing the occasion. If 

` the kindness be uncommon, he always suspects you 
of sinister designs. In asking a favor, at least of an 
equal, he does it peremptorily, and often haughtily, 
on the presumption that you will embrace the op- 
portunity of getting merit; and when his request is 
granted retires without the slightest expression of 
gratitude. In fact, as has been already stated, there 
is no phrase in his language that corresponds with 
our ‘I thank you.’ 

“ The doctrine of fate is maintained with the obsti- 
nacy and devotedness of a Turk. While it accounts 
to them for every event, it creates doggedness under 
misfortune and makes forethought useless. 

* Buddhism allows evil to be balanced with good 
by a scale which reduces sin to the shadow of a 
trifle. To sheeko to a pagoda, or offer a flower to the 
idol, or feed the priests, or set a pot of cool water by 
the wayside, is supposed to cancel a multitude of 
` sins. The building of a kyoung or pagoda will out- 
wipe enormous crimes and secure prosperity for ages 
to come. Vice is thus robbed of its terrors, for it 
ean be overbalanced by easy virtues. Instances 

are not rare of robbery, and even murder, being 
committed to obtain the means of buying merit. All 
the terrors, therefore, with which hell is represented 
do but serve to excite the observance of frivolous 
rites. The making of an idol, an offering, or some 
such act, is instituted for repentance and reparation 
for all inward excellence and every outward charity. 
: “It ministers also to the most extravagant pride, 
The Buddhist presumes that iucaleulable merit in 
‘previous incarnations has been gained to give him 
the honor of now wearing human nature. He con- 
siders his condition far superior to that of the in- 
habitants of the other islands in this system and his 
chance of exaltation to be of the most animating 
character. Conceit therefore betrays itself in all his 
ways. The lowest man in society carries himself 
like the ‘twice-born’ Brahman of Hindostan” 
(Travels in Asia, pp. 213, 214). i 


Egypt, in whom Infidels have so often reposed 
confidence, has invariably proved a dangerous wit- 
ness against their cause. It seems a fatality that 
you should have. chosen to array her polytheistic 
conceptions as a source of the monotheism of the 
Bible, and. the many names you quote with their 
transparent mythological meanings would cause 
their immediate rejection by every reflecting mind. 

If you had adduced the ancient Egyptians, those 
who were her merchants and pririces in the time that 
Joseph wielded an authority next to the king, and 
those who before his time helped to highten her 
wonderful civilization and heap her shrines of opu- 
lence and luxury; if you had adduced their religion 
as very similar to the religion of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, I would admit that you had sound schol- 
arship and Biblical truth on your side. I have not a 
particle of doubt of it myself ; it is the teaching of 
the book of Genesis, and is amply supported by the 
inscriptions on the monuments and many of the 
papyri texts. But if you allege this as the source, 
you must admit either the antiquity claimed by Jews 
and. Christians for the Pentateuch, or its complete 
originality, because the knowledge that the Egyp- 
tians once were monotheistic was not known for from 
at least fifteen hundred years before Christ, until its 
discovery by recent Egyptologists, 

For the proneness of the human race to idolatry 
and neglect of the true God soon effaced all knowl- 
edge the early Egyptians had of him. Temples 
to the honor of false gods, and prayers to the sun, 
moon, and the forces of nature, became the “ rising 
faith,” with abominable rites and ceremonies, books 
of superstition and priests of idolatry, and all 
knowledge of him who was still providentially watch- 
ing Egypt was blotted from their minds and 
hearts for over a millennium of years. And it is to 
this dark period of the grossest superstition and 
polytheistic pantheism that you recur and derive 
Christianity. i 

There is the parade of the names of Neph, Am- 
mon, Pthah, Khem, Ra, Set, Osiris, Isis, Horus, and 
Typhon. It seems to be a fixed principle with you 
thatif there exists any eountry with a mythology 
(and what country has none?) you have immediate- 
ly discovered a source of Christianity, and the more 
unlike the conception the more certain the origin. 
It is scarcely patriotic for you to have 80 sadly neg- 
lected the Cisatlantic gods and myths. Our own 
aborigines would have supplied you with many 
equally certain derivations, while Mexico and Peru 
would conclusively prove that Christianity sprang 
from their inventive faculty. 

One would think the mere repetition of the myths 
of Egypt, even aside from the tracing of their ori- 
gin and meaning, would show your assertions unten- 
able; in faet, to be the most grotesque absurdities, 
Let me quote from P. Le Page Renouf, an Egypt- 
ologist of no mean authority. He says, in the 
Hibbart lectures for the past year: “The Egyp- 
tian deities are innumerable. "There were countless 
gods in heaven and below the earth. Every town 
and village had its local patrons. Every month of 
the year, every day of the month, every hour of the 


day and of the night, had its presiding divinity, and: 


all these gods had to be propitiated by offerings. I 
several times made the attempt to draw up an index 
of the divine names occurring in the texts, but 
found it necessary to abandon the enterprise. What 
can all these gods mean ? 

* Nothing can be more clear than that under the 
name of God the Egyptians did not understand, as we 
do, a being without body, parts, or passions; they are 
described as suffering from hunger and thirst, old age, 
disease, fear, and sorrow. They perspire, their 
limbs quake, their heads ache, their teeth chatter, 
their eyes weep, their noses bleed, ‘poison takes 
possession of their flesh, even as the Nile takes pos- 
session of the land. They may be stung by rep- 
tiles and burnt by fire. They shriek and howl with 
pain and grief. All the great gods require protec- 
tion. Osiris is helpless against his enemies, and his 
remains are protected by his wife and sister. . . 
All the gods are liable to be forced to grant the 
prayers of men through fear of threats which it is 
inconceivable to us that any intelligence but that of 
idiots should have believed. . . . The entire 
list of the gods of the first order is easily reduced 
to two groups, the first representing the sun god 
Ra and his family, and the second Osiris and his 
family. It is most probable that neither Pthah nor 
Ammon were originally at the head of lists, but ob- 
tained. their places as being chief divinities of the 
capitals Memphis and Thebes. Both these gods 
are identified with the sun god Ra, and so indeed 
are all the chief local divinities. The whole my- 
thology of Egypt may be said to turn upon the his- 
tories of Ra and Osiris, and these histories run into 
each other sometimes in inextricable confusion, 
which ceases to be wonderful when texts are dis- 
covered which simply identify Osiris and Ra... . 
Whatever may be the case in other mythologies, ‘I 
look upon the sunrise and sunset, on the daily return 
of day and night, on the battle between light and 
darkness, on the whole solar drama in all its details, 
that is.acted every day, every month, every year, in 
heaven and in earth, as the principal subject’ of 
Egyptian mythology. 


“There can be no controversy about the"meaning 
of Ra. Ra is not only the name of the sun-god but 
is the usual word for the sun. In other mythologies 
the sun-god is borne in a chariot er on horseback ; 
in Egypt his course across the sky is made ina boat. - 
The sky (JVu) is accordingly conceived as an expanse 
of water, of which the Nile is the earthly representa- 
tive. Ra is said to proceed from ‘ Nu, the father of 
the gods.’ His adversary is Apap, who is represent- 
ed.as a serpent pierced with the weapons of the god. 
The conflict is not between good or evil, but the - 
purely physical one between light and darkness. 
; The myth of Osiris, though much more elab- 
orate, has the same meaning. Osiris is the eldest of 
the five children of Seb and Nut. ‘He is greater 
than his father and more powerful than his mother.’ 
He wedded his sister Isis whilst they were yet in 
their mother’s womb, and their offspring was the 
elder Horus. Set and Nephthys, another wedded 
pair, are their brother and sister. In this myth the 
antagonist of Osiris is Set, by whom he is slain, but 
he is avenged by his son Horus, and he reigns in the 
nether world, like the Indian Yama, and judges the 
dead from his throne in the hall of the T'wo-fold 
Right. And this he does daily. . . . . The 
parents of Osiris are Seb and Nut. Seb is the earth, 
Nut is heaven. Seb is identified with the earth in the 
older texts, and in the later ones ‘ the back of Seb’ is 
a familiar term fortheearth. . . Nutis the name of 
a female goddess, frequently used synonymously with 
other name of the sky, and she is as frequently pic- 
tured with her arms and legs extended over the 
earth, with the stars spread over her body. The 
marriage of heaven and earth is extremely common 
in mythologies. . .. . From the union of Seb 
and Nut sprung the mild Osiris, the sun, Isis 
the dawn, wedded before they were born, and the 
fruit of their marriage was Horus—the sun in his 
full strength. Set, the destroyer, is also the son of 
Seb and Nut, but his triumph is in the west ; he is 
Darkness, and his spouse Nepthys, a deity of mixed 
character is the sunset. There are traces of a legend 
according to which Osiris mistook Nepthys for his 
wife Isis. Nepthys, who loved him, encouraged the 
illusion, and from their embraces Anpu (Anubis) 
was born. Anubis, like his mother, is a deity of 
mixed character, partly belonging to the diurnal, 
partly to the nocturnal powers. It is said of him 
that ‘he swallowed his father Osiris) I believe that 
he represents the twilight or dusk immediately fol- 
lowing the disappearance of the sun. . . But 
Horus also is one of the names of the sun, and had 
his myths quite independently of Ra or Osiris, The 
most prominent ones in comparatively later times 
describe his victory over Set or the monster Tebha 
(the Typhon of the Greeks). But the victory of 
darkness over light was appropriately represented 
by the myth of the blind Bora. An ancient text 
speaks of him as ‘sitting solitary in the darkness 
and blindness. Heis introduced in the royal ritual 
at Abydos, saying, ‘I am Horus, and. I come to 
search for mine eyes.’ According to the 64th chap- 
ter of the Book of the Dead ‘his eye is restored to 
him at the dawn of day?) . . . The conflict of 
light and darkness is represented in many other 
mythical forms. Set, though the antagonist 
of light in the myths of Ra, Osiris, and Horus, is 
not a god of evil. He presents a physical reality, a 
constant and everlasting law of nature, and is as 
true a god as his opponents. His worship is as 
ancient as any. The kings of Egypt were devoted 
to Set as to Horus, and derived from them the 
sovereignty over north and south. `. . It was 
not til the decline of the empire that the deity 
eame to be regarded as an evil demon, and that his 
name was effaced from monuments, and other names 
substituted for his in the ritual." 

These myths are, according to my opponent, the 
sources of the worship of Jehovah, and suggested 
the idea of the conception of Christ, who is also 
probably a mythical personage, I fear that the 
thoughtful reader will find his patience exhausted 


. jere this, and perhaps suspect that we are trying to 


see how far we can impose upon him, 

For what strength or purpose is there in an argu- 
ment by an analogy of which I could prove that 
Thomas Paine derived all his theology from the 
Bible. And as regards the argument for the Buddh- 
istic origin of Christianity, an exactly similar treat- 
ment would prove that you also derive your creed 
from that book which you hate. Jehovah distinctly 
expresses his abomination of the gods of Egypt, 
commands the Israelites not to worship them, and it 
is to some extent part of the design of the miracles 
of Moses to prove the superiority of Jehovah over 
the gods and idols of Egypt. The Israelites, 
ever ready to disobey his commands and worship the 
Egyptian gods, suffered many judgments on account 
of these idolatrous passions and practices, and yet, . 
according to you, sir, they derived their idea of Je- 
hovah from these very idols and gods, conceived a 
character opposite to their thoughts, made him issue 
commands contrary to their desires and natures, and 
taught their children to look upon their breaking 
these commands as a shame and lasting disgrace on 
themselves, etc., etc., and your argument is sound 
reason, while a belief in Christianity is either 
hypocrisy or creduloysness.—[ 70 be continued.) 
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pose, and other publishers act fromthe same standpoint “ But we are all men, 
In our own natures frail; and capable 


of interest to make the business pay. Thisis business from Ot our flosh, Tow are angels.” 


a business standpoint. ; . 
Sen PIA on z Yet in all ‘ages of the world nature has produced here and 
Then the important question is, Who is the party or par- there what seems to be exceptions to the general rule, brill- 


Is not Comstock the Man—of Truth ? 


COMSTOCK DEFENDED AND THE VAIN ATTEMPT oF THE NEW 
YORE ' HERALD,” DAILY ‘'TRUTH,” AND OTHERS TO 
TARNISH HIS CHARACTER REBUKED BY A WESTERN 


FRIEND. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER of July 10th, I find the following, quoted 
from the New York Herald : f 


In an interview published yesterday Mr, Anthony Com- 
stock, agent of the Society for the Suppression of Vice, is 
thus quoted: : 

. '* Why, sir, in one school up town I found in the posses- 
Bion of fifteen boys pictures and hooks that I would blush 
to show you. In another school I found a number of girls, 

~from ten to fifteen years. old, whose minds had been de- 
bauched by these obscene books and pictures. And when I 
find such things I go to their fathers and tell them about it, 
but even they refuse to believe it until I show them the very 
books and pictures I hav taken out of their chrildren’s 
hands. And when I make charges against these men I 
cannot take the young boys and giris out of the schools and 
put them on the witness stand. No; I take their place and 
appear as the complainant." 


Upon the same subject the daily Truth is quoted as fol- 
lows : 


_A few days ago Anthony Comatock stated, in conversa- 

tion with a Truth reporter, that he had found in the hands 
of many school children books of the most obscene nature. 
He even went as far as to say that he had taken some of 
these books away, and had shown them to the children’s 
Parents. These statements, appearing in Truth, aroused a 
veritable sensation, and since the commencement of the 
week the matter has been vehemently discussed by the daily 
papers, 


Then follows several interviews with Mr. Jasper, Jr., Su- 


perintendent of public schools, in which he joins with the| 


papers to discredit Comstock’s statements and proves him 
to be a liar in claiming that obscene pictures and literature 
circulate among certain young people. 


I believe this attempt to discredit Comstock does him a 
cruel wrong that should be corrected in the public mind by 

, a fair statement of facts and circumstances which go to prove 
that this attempt is not well founded, and as no one else has 
come to the front to defend him I will feebly try to do so in 
my own crude way, typical of that generous hospitality and 


friendship, void of dissimulation and hypocrisy, which is 
so characteristic of Western home life. 


In the first place, Comstock is the immaculate conception 
of the Young Men's Christian Association, the blazing star 
of Protestant Jesuitic conspiracy against liberty of thought 
and speech and press; the agent at four thousand dollars a 
year, with a smart chance for twice as much more in black- 
mail, for suppressing ‘* obscene” books and pictures, or per- 
adventure, in squinting at the free sale and circulation of 
* Nana,” or any other alleged *' obscene ” publication by a 
, Ido not charge or 
believe this to be the case with him—only point to it as 
Com- 
Zhe society that 
employs him, even with the pure Colgate at its head, would 


wealthy publisher, for a consideration. 


among the possibilities of any one holding his office. 
stock must make a show for his money. 


rather somebody else should raise the money to pay the sal- 
ary and expenses. -So Comstock must raise some outside 


funds. 
large towns and cities of the West. 


Congress). He calls special public and private meetings, 


at the latter only the invited come, and he knows how to 
pick out the right ones. He tells his horrid story of how the 
“youth of pious parents, and especially students of female 
seminaries are being corrupted by having sent to them 
through the mails such obscene pictures and reading as he 
represents and has instock. He tells how it is supposed to 
Some scoundrel by some means gets a catalog list 


be done. 
of the female seminary students, or the names of the chil- 


dren of wealthy pious people, and then sends along the vile 
Then when Comstock comes along 


stuff to their address. 
and calls his meetings the parents of the victima of infamous 


practice and others are sure to attend, and when Comstock 
portrays the impending ruin tothe children by the receipt of 


such vile literature, and impresses the importance of shell- 


ing out the contents of their bocket-books to help him sup- 
press the stuff, they are pretty sure to come down hand- 


somely enough to keep him in the field. 

Now begins to loom up several important queries as to 
who sends this obscene matter, and for what purpose. Let 
us consider the matter in the light of reason, facts, and 
motiva, First, the publication and sale of vile pictures 
and reading matter is unlawful, and hence such matter with 
limited and clandestin sale has to be sold at high figures to 
make it pay the cost, and is not published, with all the risks, 
to be given away in the manner Comstock represents it to 
be, and sent broadcast to students and female seminaries 
and schools, and to others, Not much. f 

Second, It is not at all reasonable that the publishers of 
obscene pictures and reading procure the catalogs of 
Christian female seminaries to send their matter free to, 
especially to those seminaries where, if the teachings of 
Christianity are of one-half the beneficial influence claimed, 
the publishers would be the most likely to be promptly ex- 
posed. They must tell where more of the stuff can 
be got, and thus expose their nefarious trade and place of 
business, for the giving away a few copies to create a greater 
demand would be of no avail unless they told where more 

could be had, and thus deliberately and designedly invite 
Mr. Comstock or some one else to prosecute them. 

The act of sending this kind of matter in the manner it is 
gent does not look like the work of those who hav such stuff 
for sale, and hav to hunt their customers on the sly, Even 
the American Bible Society never sends out or givs away 


any of its publications unless a fund is raised for that pur- ! 


To do this he makes frequent pilgrimages to the 
He was in Cincinnati 
and Chicago a few months ago, and it was reported that lib- 
eral sums were subscribed for the use of his mission. He 
takes with him the budget of obscene pictures for exhibition 
‘and use (as he does when he goes before a committee of 


ties that sling obscene matter over the country through the 
mails as a free gift, and especially in places where it. would 
most likely not be wanted, like a female seminary, or to the 
children of ‘‘ first class" pious families, the very places that 
would most likely arouse alike both public and private 
indignation of a most influential character ? It does not 
look like the work of the publishers of such matter, for 
their interest would be to avoid publicity while they 
operated in quiet, secret ways, and through clandestin 
agencies to work their stuff off. In fact, this is the very 
way Comstock reports them as operating ‘‘on the sly,” 
mostly. ; : 

Now can anybody assure the public that Comstock is not 


the ''broth of a boy "that does this free circulation of 
obscene literature, or by his pals, to help work up his meet- 
ings and booms, and his salary for suppressing obscene 


things? Is not this the very thing, this stuff going to such 
places, that causes parents to plank down the cash to pay 
Comstock's salary, and keep him in the “ obscene " business, 
while he uses his powers through a corrupt court to perse- 
cute men solely for their opinions as Infidels, in the name 
of his ‘‘ obscenity " mission? 

Can anybody show that anybody else has any equal 
wotiv or interest in circulating such stuff as a free gift to 


the youth of the country ? And is not this the very lever 


power by which Comstock livs and raises his salary? Does 
any one else secure any benefit in any way by the free cir- 
culation of this vile stuff? f 

I think Mr. John Jasper, Jr., the Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Schools, and the daily press are all mistaken in trying to 
Show that Mr. Comstock did not find vile literature with 
certain youth. Perhaps, as stated, he has no authority to 
enter a school and search the scholars and take the matter 
from them there; but suppose he had sent it to certain ones 
whom he knew, and should accost them on their way 
home from school, or in other places, and find the stuff with 
them, would not his statement remain true and Mr. Jasper 
and the papers bein the wrong? Of course they would. 
Hence I defend Mr. Comstock against the attempt to dis- 
credit his word in the matier referred to. Those jealous of 
him, or envious of his exalted, pure life, and Christian 
example, or his bitter enemies, might say that any man 
who, like Comstock, would go to 8 New York Greene 
street bagnio and hire prostitutes to strip naked and dance 
and posture before his ravishing eye for more than an hour 
to gratify his peculiar and refined taste, while he was 
enjoying his $4000 salary for ‘‘suppressing obscene ” ex- 
hibits, would be just the man to faleely claim that he had 
snatched obscene books and. pictures from schoolboys and 
girls. $ 

Some vicious-minded people might claim that Comstock 
would be just the man to make these charges and travel 
over the country exhibiting his stock of obscene pictures to 
confiding parents of pious youths (who nad mysteriously 
got & picture through the mails)in order to hoodwink the 
said confiding parents into hunting for their bottom dollar 
to shove into the fund from which he drew his salary and 
expenses. : 

When Comstock's pal and right bower in the suppression 
of obscene pictures goes to a photographer and tries to hire 
him to take pictures of nude females, offering to furnish the 
subjects for the pictures, there are some people vile enough 
perhaps who might suggest that the stock of obscene pic- 
tures to send free over the country was getting short. But 
these things would only show that there were jealous, or 
envious, or bad people yet in the world, or that Mr. Com- 
Stock has made enemies in the duties of his office. It will 
not do for Mr. John Jasper, Jr., Superintendent of Public 
Schools, nor the daily press of New York to impugn the 
character of Mr. Comstock for truth unless they can offer 
something better than they hav yet done. They seem to 
forget that he is the agent of Colgate's anti-vice society and 
the pet of the Y. M. C. A., and that those parties would 
not employ an improper agent to punish and suppress Free- 
thought and ''Infidelity " by using the ''obscenity " dodge 
through a corrupt judiciary. Such things can't possibly be 
and right and justice endure. 

All this effort of Mr, Jasper, Jr., and the Herald and other 
daily papers, to discredit the agent of the Y. M. C. A.—on 
a $4,000 salary to suppress vice—undoubtedly comes from 
their forgetting who Mr. Comstock is—that he is an im- 
provement on David of old, who was ‘ta man after God's 
own heart.” If you will read in holy writ, second Samuel, 
chapter vi, you will find that old David performed a grand 
old bare-back dance before the Lord to such a disgusting 
point that even the concubines of his harem severely chided 
the king of Israel for ‘‘shamelessly uncovering himself in 
the eyes of the handmaids of his servants." But David 
told them to mind their own business, for he would even be 
more vile than that. Itis very probable that the king of 
Israel—servant of God, and the ‘‘ man after God's own 
heart "— was slightly drunk at the time. But notso with 
the agent of the Y. M. C. A.; he did not strip and dance 
before the prostitutes to be rebuked by them for '* obscen- 
ity," but he went, like a little man, and hired them to 
strip and dance before him—his royal highness, the agent 
of Colgate's Society and the Y. M. C. A. This surely indi- 
cates & great improvement on David of old, and shows that 
Comstock, the agent, etc., must be purer and more refined, 
and more “a man after God's own heart" than old David, 
the king of Iarsel, was. Such a man ought to be free from 
the sinister attack of Mr. Jasper, jr., and the New York 


Herald and Truth and other papers unless they can show 
something more inconsistent with Mr. Comstock’s acts, 


motivs, interests, or charaoter. 
The poet says : 


.jant meteors shooting across the dim vista of thought with 
į horoscopes that left indelible lines in the destinies of na- 
i tions and. peoples, Socrates, Aristotle, Plato, Lycurgus, 
| Pythagoras, Apollonius, and so this age: has produced a 
Comstock, agent for the Society for Suppressing Vice, in- 
cluding obscene pictures, Infidelity, and all kinds of heresy 
in theological dogmas. 
His life so gentle, and the elements 
So mixed in him. that nature might stand up, 
And aay to all the world, this is a man ! 
Shakspere, with only one amendment, had a further just 
appreciation or vision of him, in Romeo and Juliet : 
* He bears him like a pretty gentleman. ' 
And to say the truth. the Y M. C. A, brags of him, 
To be a virtuous and well-governed youth. 


He was not born to shame; 
Upon his brow shame is asham’d to sit, 
For ’tis a throne where honor may he erown'd, 


If you were men, as men you are in show, 
You would not use a gentle lady so. 


Take him for all in all, 
We shail not look upon his like again,” 
Comstock will outliv this last concerted onslaught by the 
Herald, Truth, and Jasper, on his character, for 


" Ohaate as the icicle 
That's curdled by the frost of purest snow, 
And hangs on Dlan's temple." 

“ Truth crushed to earth will rise again,” you bet, and the 
glorious work of suppressing Infidelity, free thought, a 
free press, and free speech will go on in the name of sup- 
pressing ‘‘ obscenity.” Let the Herald and Jasper & Co, 
desist in their efforts: 

“ Gnats are unnoticed wheresoe'er they fly, 
But eagies gazed upon by every eye.” 

In some of his methods the agent may be misunderstood 

by the present generation; but 
“The sweet cordial we receive at last, 
Is conscience of our virtuous actions past.” 

Comstock has been wrongfully interpreted in reviving the 
exploits of old David king of Israel—his motiv has not been 
comprehended as part of his mission in suppressing obscen- 
ity, while : 
*' Bold in the cause of God he stood 

Like templar in the Holy Land; 
And never knight of princely blood 
In lady’s bower more bland,” 
He stood to witness ‘‘ obscenity " and inspire him on in the 
necessity and duty of suppressing it. And has he no other 
|friend who dares to publicly defend him? As Shakspere 
Says : 
" Buch a house broke! 
Bo noble a master fallen! all gone! and not 


One friend to take his fortune by the arm 
And go along with him!” 


High heaven forbid ! and I rely upon your liberality in 
giving both sides a hearing on all questions to publish in 
your own columns a friend's defense of one you deem an 
enemy. Yours for truth and justice, W. B. Woop, 


Attempts to Suppress Dr. Kinget’s ** Health 
Journal.” l 


To tae EDITOR or THe TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: No. 1 was 
pronounced by the Young Men’s Christian Association as 
obscene, and the printer, Mr, Bramwell, doing business cor- 
ner of Canal and Center streets, New York, with whom a 
contract had been made to set up and print said Journal, 
being intimidated by the above false representation, and ad- 
vised by that Association to abandon the contract, re- 
jected the work after detaining the form and manuscript 
tor nearly two weeks, thereby incurring considerable loss to 
the owner of the Journal. 

No. 2 of the Health Journal was presented at the general 
post-office with the request to the officer in charge of the 
departmBnt, Mr. Blakesley, to register the Journal as sec- 
ond-class mail matter. A copy of the paper was detained 
for several hours and then returned, Mr. Blakesley inform- 
ing our messenger that the Journal was rejected as improper 
or unfit for publication, or words to that effeet. We desire 
to know why we should be persecuted and our business 
interests isjured. Our paper is devoted to popular physi- 
ology, to sanitary and social reforms. Its object, on every 
page manifest, is to elevate and improve the popular mind 
and stimulate it in the pursuit of lofty and ennobling sub- 
jects calculated to improve the morals and better the condi- 
tion of the people. T. R KinNazT, M.D., 

317 East Fourteenth St., N Y. 

OO M ———————— 


The Liquor Traffic, 


D. M. BzgxNzTT, Dear Sir: I feel a deep interest in the 
welfare of the human race. I consider there is no work 
more noble, more important, that à human being can ba 
engaged in than to try to improve, to elevate, the human 
race. Iconsider your paper a powerful weapon against su- 
perstition. . 

I am sorry to say that I fear some of the Liberals are in 
favor of too much liberty. Ithinkthere is not enough pains 
taken to root out the liquor traffic. We cannot hav any where 
near a perfect state of civilization as long as the liquor traffic 
exists. The Liberals must all know as well asI do that any- 
thing that causes as much crime and suffering as strong 
drink should be discouraged and abolished. We cannot say 
too much against it, 1l remain yours for the cause of truth 
and justice, J. A, CHANTLER, 

elland, Oat, 
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Letter from the Editor. 


MIDDLE OF THE ATLANTIC, 
1515 Mirus East or New Yorx, 
Monpay, Aug. 9, 1880. 

Drar Frienps AND Reapers: This is perhaps a 
fitting place for me to begin my first letter to you. 
We have now made half our passage to Liverpool, 
and I have had a little taste of ocean life. It has 
not been the most pleasant that could be imagined 
in the way of weather, it’ having rained every day 
so far, and to-day the worst of all. On Saturday 
night last the sun set rather pleasantly, and a rainbow 
was plainly visible for half an hour in the eastern 
horizon; which, according to the old adage, *A rain- 
bow at night gives sailors delight,” betokened bet- 
ter weather, but probably all signs fail in wet 
weather as they do in dry. The wind was not in 
the right direction, blowing strongly from the 
northeast, it having been in all the different points of 
the compass during the day. Previous to this it had 
mainly been southwest and warm since leaving New 
York. The northeast wind has continued up to 
the present time. Yesterday, Sunday, was quite 
rainy, during the early part especially, and this 
morning the nor’easter was most decided, and the 
rain came pouring down in great profusion. It 
ceased, however, before noon, but the: clouds were 
low and threatening afterward. 

We embarked in the rain when we left New 
York. The friends who accompanied us to the 
steamer to see us off had a good chance for the 
damp. They mostly bid us adieu at about 3 P.M., 

Supposing the steamer would soon leave the dock ; 
but as some one on the way from Philadelphia had 
telegraphed for the steamer to wait, it did so, and 
it was fully half past four when the iron Jeviathan 
was loosed and backed out in the current and 
began moving down the bay. 

e have a goodly number of passengers, nearly 
two hundred in all; about one-third the number are 
ladies, twenty are children, and the remainder be- 
long to the coarser part of creation. You must 
understand, too, that we have some distinguished 
characters aboard, among them may be named Sir 
Bache Cunard, Bart., Hon. John A. J. Cresswell 
(formerly Postmaster-General) and wife, Judge O. 
C. Pratt, wife, and daughter, of California (the 
Judge was one of the possible dark horses at Chicago 
in the Republican convention), W. B. Washburne 
and wife, Hon. Abram S. Hewitt of New York, Dr. 
H. F. Biggar of Cleveland, with several other doctors 
of medicine and doctors of divinity. Conspicuous 
among the latter are the Rev. Newland Maynard, 
D.D., F. R. H. S., of St. Paul's Episcopal church in 
Brooklyn, Rev. H. F. Allen, Rev. J. W. Backus, 
Rev. H. P. Gurney, Rev. A. H. Vallete, a Jesuit, 
besides several fledglings in theology who have yet 
hardly taken the prefix Rev. Among the,doctors 
of medicine are Dr. H. L. Cooke, Dr. H. C. Haven, 
Dr. C. W. Haddock, Dr. A. F. A. King, etc. 
Among the jovial passengers is Mr. L. Bravo, 
Consul at Porto Rico, accompanied by his wife, 
daughter, and son. A majority of the passengers 
are Americans, while a goodly proportion are Eng- 
lish, the most of. whom are returning from a visit 
to America. There are also a number of Spaniards, 
with a Frenchman, Italian, and German now and 
then. Thus it will be seen we have a diversified 
company, with a due amount of professional talent. 

This steamer, the Gallia, is said to be one of the 
best that traverses the ocean. It is the latest in the 
Cunard line, has been running some sixteen months, 
and is now making its fourteenth trip. It can 
comfortably accommodaté over three hundred 
saloon passengers, and all its appointments are first- 
class. Its length of hull is 430 feet, the deck 450 
feet. The motive power is furnished by three large 
cylinders fully six feet in diameter, and its engine 
is 700 horse-power. The screw which propels it 
weighs fifteen tons. The steering is done by 
steam, thus saving the heavy laber of four men 
turning the large pilot’s wheel. The capacity of 
the steamer is 3,080 tons. There. are ‘thirty-two 

seamen, besides the officers, to attend to the sails 
and do the work of sailors. Including stewards, 
cooks, waiters, and dining-room men, the entire 
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many chances for vessels just beyond the reach of 
our Vision, that it is perhaps not strange that we see 
so fewof them. From the deck we can probably. 
see the water fifteen to twenty miles all around us. 
Ships can, of course, be seen at a greater distance— 
large ones perhaps twenty-five miles away. The 
most that can be seen are the crested waves unceas- 
ingly tossing in every direction. To change the mo-. 
notony of this we can, as often as we wish, watch a 
dozen or two of Mother Carey’s chickens, a black. 
active, bird but little larger than barn. swallows, 
‘which at nearly all times may be seen in our. 
wake, occasionally picking up crumbs and .bits 
that are thrown from the steamer. These birds are 
something of a puzzle to me. Here they are, fifteen’ 
hundred miles from land, and here they live, con- 
stantly on the wing. Where they make their neste, 
A.M., lunch at 1 p.m, dinner at 6 p.m. and where and how they lay and hatch their eggs 
The Cunard line must be very wealthy. They and rear their young, is hard to say. To-day we saw 
have now twenty five steamers in service, including a large, dark bird, like a turkey-buzzard, sailing. 
the New York.and Boston lines, the Gallia alone around near the vessel. Some thought it was a spe- 
costing over a million dollars. The John Bull element cies of gull, which abound in portions of the ocean, 
is very perceptible among the officers, sailors, waiters, and I could not decide to the contrary. They are 
and all Nearly every one is English, and they also ever on the wing ‘Tireless indeed must. 
appear to discharge their several duties faithfully.|be their pinions! I have heard it remarked 
No line, probably, is better managed than the that sharks were seen following us, their fins occa- 
Cunard. It has been running steadily for forty |sinally rising above the water, but I did not see 
years, and it is claimed they have not lost a passen-|them. ‘The only fish I have seen were on the table, 
ger in that time, so we can naturally feel rather and those were brought from New York. I have 
Safe, though storms do prevail. looked several times down into the blue 8ea as far 
I experienced my installment of the inevitable|as possible as we pass along, but have seen no fish. 
gea-sickness rather early. We took our first dinner|I apprehend they are not plentiful in these deep 
while passing out of New York harbor through the | waters. 
Narrows and past Sandy Hook. When dinner was|  Heaving the log is attended to every few hours. 
over we went up on deck and found the steamer, obe- | This old-time process tells the speed with which we 


force of the steamer consists of one hundred and 
sixty persons; three of these are women, steward- 
esses, who attend to the wants of the female passen- 
gera, looking after their rooms, etc. 

'The board afforded the passengers is equal to the 
first-class hotels. We have beef, veal, mutton, 
chicken, turkey, snipe, reed birds, four or five kinds 
of fish, oysters, eggs in all styles, with all the fruits 
and vegetables of the season, including pears, 
plums, peaches, apples, grapes, blackberries, bananas, 
etc. They must be kept where it is cool, for 
they come upon the table every day fresh as any- 
wherein New York. The milk, also, is sweet and 
fresh, and is said to be the same all the way over. 
Waiters are in abundance at the table. The dishes 
are changed three or four times at dinner—first 
soup, followed by various courses. Breakfast at 8 


dient to command of the waves, was already rolling; 
rising, and falling, etc. 


Long Island as they retreated from sight. Several 
ladies were soon attacked with sea-sickness, and one 
after another made rapid steps to the ship's side 
and paid tribute to the vasty deep. Perhaps I am 
of a sympathetic nature, for it was not long before 
I felt the premonitery symptoms that I would be 


'eompelled to join in the same unpleasant exercise. I 


struggled to suppress these symptoms, but suppres- 
sion was out of the question. I too, was compelled 
to visit the ship’s side and over the railing make a 
heave-offering to Neptune. Having eaten a hearty 
dinner my offerings were repeated and somewhat 
profuse. I could not desist till my stomach was 
completely empty, and still retching continued. I 
cannot say I hugely enjoyed the sport. But misery 
loves company, and | therefore was not utterly 
wretched, for many others were similarly engaged. 
I rather begrudged Mr. Rawson's equanimity of 
stomach. His stomach did not rebel, and he felt but 
very slight sickness. He, however, has crossed the 
ocean eight times before and is far more used to the 
tossing of the waves than myself, who never was on 
the ocean proper before. 

I found the recumbent position was best for me. 
When I:descended to our room and took refuge in 
my berth, I soon became quiet. I continued this on 
the following day, as the sea still continued rough. 
I also subjected myself to Dr. Tanner’s course of 
self-denial. I did not go to the table during the 
day, and,save a roll which Mr. Rawson brought me, 
I fasted. stil had company. While occupying 
my berth I could occasionally hear others heaving 
and retching in a way to awaken my sympathy. 
But on Friday we were all better, and nearly all 
were able to go to the table. I had no more sick- 
ness until to-day, when the increased disturbance of 
old ocean brought back the sickness again. I ate 
but one meal—lunch—and could not retain that ; I 
gave it to the fishes and concluded to go without. 

Tuesday 10th.. This is the first pleasant day we 
have had. The sun rose brightly this morning, and 
has shone pleasantly all day, though the northeast 
wind still prevails. The passengers have mostly 
been on deck, though the air has been cool and 
overcoats rather pleasant. This wind is direct from 
Spitzbergen and Nova Zembla, and is very different 
from the oppressively warm air of New York and 
vicinity. The change is marked. 

The passengers resort to various expedients to 
while away the time. Many read, more converse 
and walk the deck, while numerous games are 
resorted to by others. Among the games are cards, 
chess, checkers, dominoes, with the more active 
games of quoits, shufile-board, ete.. When a-vessel 
or steamer heaves in sight (which is rather seldom) 
all hands are occupied in seeing as much of it as possi- 
ble. "Those who have glasses use them to discover 
the name of the stranger, if visible. When within 
two miles or so signal flags are raised by each ves- 
sel, designating the nationality. On some days we 
have seen but a single vessel during the entire day; 
to-day we had three sailing vessels and a steamer all 
in sight at one time. One passed within a mile of 
us—a French schooner. I almost wonder that, on 
this vast highway between nations over which so 
many constantly pass, we do not meet ships 
and other vessels more frequently. It would seem 
that one, at least, should be in sight nearly all the 
time; but the highway is so vast, and there are so 


Mr. Rawson and myself 
seated ourselves to take a good view of Jersey and 


‘are traveling. The log is a thin wooden quarter- 
circle of five or six inches radius, loaded with lead 
on the are, to cause it to float upright in the water. 
This log is attached, kite-fashion, by three cords, to 
the log-line. When the log is thrown overboard it: 
remains stationary in the water, unwinding the log- 


line from a reel held by one of' the sailors. An ofli-: 
cer holds a minute-glass and times the log.line as it 
runs over the stern of the vessel thus learning the > 
speed of the vessel. Our speed varies from thirteen 

and a half to sixteen knots, or nautical miles, an 

hour. To-day a sweepstakes bet was gotten up by 

several of the passengers as to the number of miles 

the steamer had made in the twenty-four hours end- 

ing at twelve o'clock, noon. Each man “chipped 
in? half a crown—which is about sixty cents—on 

the result. A high and low limit is set, and the in- 

tervening numbers marked on bits of paper and pit ` 
into a hat. They are then picked out, one at a 

time, by one of the party, for each of the persons 

entering into the sport. The fortunate holder of 
number 342 drew the sum of twelve dollars, which 

formed the * pot”—342 being the number of miles 
the captain announced had been made within the 

preceding twenty-four hours. Considering the strong 

head wind, it was very fair speed. Some days when 

the wind was southwest and the sails were set we 

made three hundred and sixty miles in twenty-four 

hours. The attraction of risking half a crown was 

not sufficient to induce me to embark in that species 

of lottery gambling. It, however, served to amuse 

the young sports, who are constantly seeking some- 

thing to enliven the tedium of the passage. 

One thing is very observable, and that is that our 
watches all fall behind every day, however well- 
behaved they may have hitherto been. My watch, 
though low-priced, has been a good time-keeper, but 
now I have to set it forward twenty-five minutes or 
more every day, to keep up with the ship’s time. 
This is because we are traveling toward the rising 
eun, and every day is shortened nearly half an hour. 
When we return the days will be, correspondingly 
lengthened, and our watches will have to be set baek 
a8 much as they now require setting forward. If we 
were traveling due north or south no change would 
be required. If we did not change our watches, 
upon arriving in London we would find ourselves 
more than three hours behind, as that city i8 more 
than three thousand miles east of New York. Still 
the earth will keep up its constant turning for thou- 
sands of years to.come, as for thousands of years in 
the past. 

On Sunday, at regular church time, we had relig- 
ious service in the dining-room, which is sixty or 
eighty feet in length, by the width of the ship the 
other way. The larger portion of the passengers 
gathered in, I among the number. The ship's sec- 
ond oflicer read the regular Episcopal service from 
the prayer-book, the more devout of the passengers 
uniting in the responses and in reading the alternate 
passages. Two chapters in the Bible were also 
read, and numerous prayers as well No singing or 
sermonizing was attempted ; but from all that could 
be discerned, God was. just as well satisfied with 
the effect that was made as though a quarter of a 
dozen hymns had been sung and a long sermon 
delivered. . He is doubtless less difficult to please 
than many imagine. If even the Episcopal service ` 
had been omitted he would hardly have complained 
or showed any anger. 

Last evening at 8 o'elock the Rev. Newland May- 
nard interested the passengers by a summary of his 


| 
l 
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lectures on the cathedrals of England, this being 
the subject of some five or six lectures which he 
recently gave in.Chickéring Hall in New York, He 
is à good speaker and made. himself quite interést- 
*ng in describing the ancient Episcopal edifices with 
their numerous statues and paintings of the saints, 
and sketches from church history treasured up in 
their sacred. repositories, and regarded with so 
much veneration by thousands. At the close of 
the dominie’s. lecture ‘a. collection was taken up in 
behalf of. the widows and orphans of the sailors 
and mariners. It was cheering to see greenbacks 
and gold. pieces helping to form the liberal sum thus 
collected. from the audience. NC 

It must-be remarked with reference to the Rev. 


into pitching quoits, playing shuffle-board, and chat- 
ting in the most lively manner upon all subjects, he 
would not be taken as an ultra-pious individual, but 


as an ordinary man of the world. TI venture he 
has but slight faith in the superstitions and “flum-, 


meries of religion, and believes in making life pleas- 


ant and jolly. He has a fat position in life. Ilis, 


congregation is rich ; they pay him a good salary, 
and send him to Europe every year, with an occa- 
sional trip to Egypt and Palestine. He manages to 
find his full share of the pleasures of life, and is 
evidently no anchorite or whining devotee. So 
long as it pays him to be religious, and to preach to 
a fashionable congregation, he will doubtless con- 
tinue it, but when the pay stops he will stop also. 


. I doubt very much whether he really has much more 


faith in the huge nonsense than I have. 
Wednesday, lith. I arose this morning in time 
to gee the sun coming up out of the ocean, but the 
sight was somewhat marred by a cloud which pro- 
vokingly hovered over the glorious orb, obscuring it 
for a quarter of an hour. The ocean sunrise has 
often been described in most glowing terms, and it 
is quite possible the subject has been slightly over- 
done, still itis beautiful ; but a stiff, cold wind, like 


‘that which prevailed this morning and has continued 


all day, detracts somewhat from the interest that 
would otherwise be felt. The wind continues stead- 
ily from the northeast, but the sun: is visible most 
of the time. The sea is rough to-day, but otherwise 
it is pleasant. Schools of sharks are reported as 
having been seen in our vicinity, but I was in the 
cabin and did not see them, One sail was seen to- 


day. - ; 

Tadei Pratt’s daughter got wet, on the day we 
sailed, and.took à severe cold, which resulted in 
fever.. She was thought to be in considerable dan- 
ger for a few days, but she is now reported better, 
though still unable to leave her room. The officers of 
the steamer report more seasickness on this trip 
than is usual at this season of the year. I 
could wish the ocean was calmer, with less rocking 
and tossing. Iam able to say, however, that friend 
Rawson takes it all very philosophically, putting in 
a regular appearance at every meal, and yielding 
very slightly to seasickness. He is evidently resolved 
to obtain, so far as possible, his money’s worth. 
The company charge us, for carrying and feeding, 
fifteen dollars.a day. He does not wish them to 
make a fortune on him during this trip alone. I 
have been more considerate and have several times 
spared them the expense of a meal, I think, how- 
ever, it arose more from a condition of the stomach 
than any good quality of the head or heart. 

To-day has been tolerably clear, but windy, rough, 
and cold. The steamer has tossed more than on any 
day before ; the water of the ocean has many times 
dashed over the sides and washed the deck pretty 
thoroughly. -Sitting and walking upon the deck 
has been rather unpleasant. Many have kept their 
rooms pretty closely and I have been one of the 
number, In fact, this constant tossing has stirred 
up my rebellious stomach not a little. 

* Life on the ocean wave" has been much sung, 
aud many doubtless have a great fondness for it, 
Is of course has its advantages and uses. It gives 
one an increased idea of the vastness of our globe 
and of the body of water which helps to form it ; it 
enlarges one’s idea of the grand system of the uni- 
verse of which this globe is an infinitesimal part ; 


. but as far as comfort and enjoyment are concerned, 


give me terra firma every time. An ocean voyage 
of moderate length may do very well now and then, 
for a holiday excursion, but for * steady wear ” give 
me the solid land every time. If the weather is un- 
favorable, a sea voyage becomes a punishment. I 
am quite glad for my part that this is not one of the 
six or eight weeks’ voyages that a trip to Europe 
often necessitated forty years ago. Ithink I much 
prefer London, Paris, or New York, or still more 
perhaps, the rural distriets in either country. 
Thursday, 12th. The wind abated in the night 
and old ocean became much milder, and the steamer 
has much less motion than on yesterday. 1 was on 
deck quite early and found it raining, with the 
atmosphere thick and foggy. The wind soon 
changed to the south and the air became warmer. 
The boatswain with his whistle was around ordering 
the sailors to shift the sails to suit the new wind. 
Schools of porpoises were seen in considerable num- 
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bers, jumping and rolling, looking after their break- 
fast, © They are a clumsy looking fish, from four to 
six feet in length, and cannot make much more than 
twelve miles an hour. On the crest of the waves 
they jump about half their size out of the water, 


-which gives them the appearance of rolling along 


like a wheel. Gulls were also occasionally seen 
looking for their morning meal; some of them are 
light in color. We are now nearing the coast of 


Ireland and gulls will grow more numerous as 
The sun has pierced the clouds | 


we go along. 
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numbers, Flocks of them have followed us thirty 
miles or more, occasionally diving down to pick up - 
the crumbs and bits of food thrown from the steam- . 
er's kitchen. {They fly over the after part of the ves- 
sel, and sometimes seem not more than fifty feet 
from it. They seem almost tame and friendly, but 
their cry or squeak. has a wild-goose sound. Some 
of them are more than three feet from point to point 
of wings. Most of them are white. How they can 
be constantly on the wing is quite a mystery. i 
I have just been taking another view from the . 


and good cheer is visible on the faces of all deck at the’ coast as we pass along at a distance of - 
and a general wish is expressed to reach Queens- four or five miles, and it improves most decidedly. 
town, where many will leave the steamer to make a In looking through a field-glass the farms and farm- 
tour. through Ireland, Scotland, etc. We will con- houses can be seen in large numbers. The houses 


Newland Maynard that he is a very genial, compan-| tinue on to Liverpool and take cars for London. are mostly white and look cosy.’ Hundreds of grain- 


ionable man, and by the zest with which he enters: 


The steamer will probably reach Queenstown to-' fields are ready for the harvest. But there is still a 


morrow morning and Liverpool on the following: 
night. I will mail this letter at Queenstown so it 
may take the first mail for New York. 

I have become well acquainted with Mr. S. B. 
Brague, attorney, of New York, and find him a very 
affable gentleman. He knows many with whom I 
am acquainted. Himself, wife, and two or three 
friends are in company. Their staterooms are ad- 
jacent to the one occupied by Mr. Rawson and my- 
self, Politics has been something of a topic with 
us. He has been a Republican, and afterwards 
affiliated with the Greenbackers, but finding so 
many of them dishonest and designing, he has 
rather subsided into a state of indifference. Politics 
is unquestionably a dirty pool, and one can hard] 
lave therein without becoming defiled. 

I have also become pretty well acquainted with an 
English druggist who resides near Manchester, who 
Jas been over to America to visit a brother who has 
been residing there over twenty years. It was in- 
teresting to compare notes with him as to customs 
of. America and England. 

This has been the: pleasantest day yet, the sun 
being out the most of the time. Five ships and 
steamers have been in sight, some of them tolerably 
near. We had a beautiful sunset-; the sun, golden 
and rich, gently dropped into the water, and it was 
most interesting to watch its latest glimmering 
rays until a mere dot of fire seemed to rest upon the 
surface of the ocean. A more beautiful sunset I 
hardly ever saw. But within an hour the sky was 
completely overcast, and a thick fog set in, which 
necessitated the frequent use of the fog-horn or 
whistle. This fogginess is common near the British 
Isles. It tends to moderate our speed somewhat, as. 
a collision in the fog with another steamer would be 
a most fearful thing. This fog, then, inevitably 
holds us back, for we want no repetitions here of 
the Narragansett affair on a large scale. Oh, no! 
. It is now 10 P.u. One hundred of us are in the 
dining hall. It is brilliantly lighted, and the four 
tables, running lengthwise, are occupied; many 
writing to friends.at home, several reading, and 
more chatting and drinking fancy liquors. The 
amount of liquors sold on this steamer on a single 
trip is decidedly large. Being, however, so impreg- 
nable to temptations, I do not indulge. Almost 
every one save myself has his bottle of wine, ale, or 
something of the kind at meals, but I have no use 
for it. 

A Spanish couple discoursed some excellent music 
in the dining ball, she on the piano, he on the violin. 

I omitted to mention the testing of the ocean for 
icebergs. A vessel full of water is drawn up with 
a ropė and tried witha thermometer. If it is below 
a certain point an iceberg may be known to be 
within a few miles, for it cools the water for miles 
around. Fortunately we have been troubled with 
no icebergs. ] 

Friday, 13th. Land ho! The rocky hills of old 
Ireland on our left. Before the sun was up this 
morning several of us were on deck betimes to see the 
welcome land of Mickeys, Bridgets, and potatoes. 
It was indeed pleasant after eight or nine days of 
tossing on the ocean’s bosom to set eyes on land 
once more. The southern coast of Ireland is very 
broken, rocky, and bare. Not a tree can be seen 
from the steamer for fifty miles along the coast, but 
all sterile piles of rocks, interspersed here and there 
with what look like patches of tillable land, the yel- 
low grain fields being most plainly seen. A few 
houses are seen, but they look small and inferior. 
So far, Ireland does not present the green and fertile 
appearance one would expect from the Emerald 
Isle. After we pass Queenstown and pass up St, 
George's. channel toward Liverpool, I am told, the 
lrish coast. presents a more lively appearance, but 
both the Welsh and Irish coasts are rough and wild. 
Signal stations are on the most elevated positions on 
the rocks, and our coming has doubtless already 
been telegraphed to Queenstown, London, and very 
likely to America to appear in the morning papers 
in New York, the time being over three hours later 
there than here. We have not made a remarkably 
quick trip. The head winds and fogs have conduced 
to this, and I learn that one of the steam pipes had 
partially given out. But, all things considered, we 
have had a satisfactory passage, and the weather 
this morning is mild and pleasant. Many sails are 
Seen around us, and the sea-gulls abound in great 


great absence.of forest trees ; none are visible, In 
the interior it is different, and trees are more abun- 
dant, as in our own country. 

We are rapidly nearing Queenstown, where sev- - 
eral of the passengers disembark for a tour through . 
Ireland.' As the mail ig taken ashore there, I will 
close this letter in time for its departure. I will let 
you hear from me from time to time, as we pass 
along. We will arrive in Liverpool in the night, 
having doubtless a good view of the Welsh and 
Irish coasts às we bear northward toward the Irish 
sea. To-morrow we will whirl along from Liverpool 
to London, possibly stopping at Stratford-on-Avon 
to visit the home of Shakspere. D i 

Kindly adieu, : D. M. BENNETT. 


er 


The Fourth Annual Congress of the National 
Liberal League. 


To the Auxiliaries and Members of the National Liberal League, . 
GREETING: 


The Fourth Annual Congress of the National Liberal 
League will be held at the West Ead Opera House, 431 W. 
Madiaon st., in the city of Chicago, Ill., on the 17th, 18th, 
and 19th of September next, All charter and lite members 
of the National Liberal League, the President and Secre- 
tary of each local auxiliary and three delegates from the 
same are entitled to seats and votes in the Congress, and al} 
annus] members of the National League are entitled to 
seats, but not to votes. : 

As a President of the United States is to be elected this 
year, it is important that every one of the now two hundred 
auxiliaries shall be represented, and that a republic, every 
citizen of which professes that the state should be independ- 
ent of the church, and the church of the state, shall no 
longer stultify itself by subsidizing ecclesiastical corpora 
tions in exenipting their property from taxation, supporting 
religious instruction in schools, robbing the people of their 
time by Bunday laws, paying salaries for religious services, 
and exacting religious oaths as security for truth and fidelity 
to civil obligations. 

If the National League has any voice, now is the time to 
hav it heard. The Constitution under which we liv conse 
crates the rights of speech and opinion and has no punishing 
power except for aecurately-defined and proven crime ; and 
the depositaries of this punishing power, national and state, 
hav their well-defined provinces and limits as servants of the 
people and protectors against all personal violence and 
fanatical persecution. Tae great question of the day is 
whether these bulwarks of individual liberty shall be swept 
away by the greed of power truckling to bigotry and super- 
stition, or the voice and votes of a free and enlightened peo- 
ple shall teach political partisans that the whole is always 
greater than any part in the admini tration of our republic. 

Boston, Mass., Aug. 9, 1830. ELrzug Wnrenr, Pres. 


ee 


We hope all our friends who ean will attend the Hornella- 
ville Convention. H. L. Green, the indefatigable worker 
for Liberalism, called upon us for a few moments last Mon- 
day and informed us that the meeting is going to be a great 
affair. People from every where write to him that they shall 
attend. Mr. H J. Thomas, from this office, will hav a large 
stock of our own and other publications for sale there. He 
will also receive new subscriptions and take the money for 
renewals if any be offered. : ; . 

OO Oo 


T. L. Brown, M. D, President of the New York State 
Association of Freethinkers, will speak at Hornellaville on 
** Knowledge and Belief Contrasted," 


e 


Reduced Railroad Rates to the Chicago Liberal 
League Congress. 


Arrangements hav been made for greatly reduced railroad 
fare from stations on the line. of the Erie and Atlantic & 
Great Western Railroads to persons attending the Liberal 
League Congress that meets in Chicago, Sept. 17th, 18th, 
and 19th. Any one desiring information on the subject will 
please inquire of H. L, Green, Chair. Ex. Com, N. L. L., 
Salamanca, N. Y. 


How to Get to the Hornellsville Convention 
from the East and North. 


The nearest and the cheapest way to go to the Hornells- 
ville Convention from north and east of Geneva, N. Y., is 
to go to Geneva and there take the Syracuse, Geneva & 
Corning Railroac. . 

The round trip, from Syracuse, is $0 00; from Geneva, 
$4.64, H, L, Grey, ` 
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Miscellaneous. 


Our Next President. 


[The following somewhat amusing prognostications as to 
the result of the present political campaign will perhaps be 
read with interest by some of our readers. How much the 
planeta hav to do with the affairs in our world is perhaps a 
question upon which there ia much doubt. The astrologer, 
however, in this case is a special friend of ours, and we 
know that he is positiv that the stars do govern and portend 
much that relates to the inhabitants of earth. This appeared 
in the Mercury of the 1st inst.—Ep. T. 8] 


On the 17th of Marcb, 1879, there was published in these 
columus a remarkable series of astrological predictions con- 
cerning the future of eminent American politicians. Among 
those whose horoscopes were ''cast" were Senators Blaine 
and Sherman, ex Governor Tilden and General Grant. The 


predictions of the astrologist in regard to the position of i 


these gentlemen in the political field in 1880 hav been veri- 
fied with literal exactness, and in none more fully and com- 
pletely than in the case of General Grant, whose candidacy 
and rejection at Chicago were prophesied with minute 
accuracy. From the same venerable source a Mercury rep- 
resentativ has obtained the verdict of the stars regarding 
the prospects of the two rival candidates for Presidential 
honors. 

“That which is written in the heavens, which is to man 
the book of fate, can neither be effaced nor changed. The 
pen that has impressed on the starry firmament the future 
of each earthly atom of humanity, ia à diamond one, and its 
writing remains unckanged; for the stars that governed and 
watched over birth through life, watch over and accompany 
man to the grave; their watch is ceaseless, and fate’s immu- 
' table decrees, of which they are but the servants, are carried 
out inexorably by them." Thus spoke the venerable as- 
trologist, as with compass in hand he prepared to mark the 
magic circle with its inner series of dissecting lines that 
formed the outside maserial form of the horoscope of fate. 
The circle was completed, and then after consulting a slim 
piece of paper which the reporter.handed him, and which 
contained the name of General James A. Garfield, born 
19th of November, 1831, in the early morning, the astrolo- 
gist inserted the name, together with the date of the nativ- 
ity, in the middle of the chart, and after consulting a book 
at his hand, made certain mystic signs which the astrologer 
said represented signs of the zodiac. In the inner circle, 
between the bisecting lines, he also drew strange hieroglyph- 
ics. Finally, having worked out the problem to hie satis- 
faction, he turned to the reporter and signified that he was 
ready to be questioned. 

“Tell me," said the reporter, ‘‘ What the heavens say 
about General Garfield.” ** General Garfield," the astrolo- 
ger answered, ‘‘in his ‘ astrological significance,’ is a some- 
what striking, though uninviting character. His mentality, 
what there is of it, is perchance a share above mediocrity, 
but nothing exceptional; there is far more outward show 
than sterling worth or depth. He has perseverance, and 
also more than an average amount of human luck. He 
was born under the sign ‘ Libra,’ which makes Venus his 
significator astrologically; she was at home in the house of 
his birth at the time that that took place. Strangely enough, 
the only two planets above the horizon at the time of his 
nativity were the moon, the vacillating moon, and Saturn, 
stubborn as old Nick; al the other stars were already be- 
neath the horizon. Now the peculiarity of this horoscope 
js that, while being born under the zgis of the moon and 
Saturn, as it were, insures a certain elevation in the world, 
their conjunction betokens that that career will never be a 
pre-eminent one, though at the same time the proximity of 
the moon and Saturn at the time of his birth, and the. fact 
that they alone watch over and exercise malign or favorable 
influences over him, indicate that he would rise out of the 
common rank of those among whom he was born, and the 
first planet that made mid-heaven proves that whatever pop- 
ularity, power, or eminence he may obtain would not be 
lasting, but, on the contrary, would pass away. 

** When General Garfield was nominated for President on 
the Sth of June last, between the hours of one and two in 
the afternoon, I felt interested and wished to cast his horo- 
scope. I didn’t do it then, but will doso now. Anything, 
therefore, that I may find written therein, will be equally 
new to me as it is to you.” 

Again the magic circle was deftly formed, the bisecting 
lines ‘‘ run in," the zodiacal] signs placed, and hieroglyphic 
figures scattered over it. Then the astrologist pondered 
for a while, thinking deeply. A 

“What do you find?" at length the writer ventured to 
ask. The sage awoke from his reverie. *'I find that at 
the hour of his nomination the stellar influences were 
strongly against him. For on casting the figure for the 
hour of his nomination I find that the stars prognose a pow- 
erful opposition, The planets that are opposed to him are 
much more powerful as they are much more numerous than 
those that are in his favor, and still from the fact that 
Saturn, stubborn Saturn, as I hav already called it, is on his 
side, and, astrologically, is never known to yield with a 

good will but hold on to the last, I declare that there will 
bea hard fight made by Garfield, Curiously enough, all 
who are born under the influence of Saturn; that is, while 
Saturn is in the ascendant and not in conjunction either in 
sextil or in square with some other star, are unfortunate. 
There is a malign astrological infiuence that haunts their 
footsteps, and in the end, whatever fortune or favors they 
may hav enjoyed, their lives at the last are embittered by 
loss, by misfortune, or by ill health. As for General Gar 
field, the significance of his horoscope is plain. Astrologi- 
cally, his friends will go over to his enemies; that is, the 
signs show that his friends hav found habitation in the 
homes of his enemies, Mare, ithe god of war, bas already 


: found entrance into the house of his friends, and, all-pow- 
erful in its ' dignities,' is rapidly approaching the. meridian, 
while Venus, his governing and guiding star, sinks equally 
rapidly beneath the western horizon. And, as if this was not 

' enough of bad luck for the Presidential candidate, just at 
the hour of his nomination, I find that Jupiter was in exact 
opposition to Venus, his significator at birth, showing that 
opposition strong and powerful, because coming from un- 

| expected and financially powerful sources, would spring up 

; against him when and where least anticipated. Uranus 
also, tricky, shifty Uranus, I find here is in the eleventh 
house, which is the house of his friends, and in close square 
to Venus, his significator. This denotes treachery even 

,more strongly than anything else. He will be sold out by 

i his friends, That’s whatit amounts to. Now, observe that 
the moon, which represents the body politic, is void, leav- 
ing Venus weak and helpless. This clearly indicates that 

the nation has nothing to giv him beyond the barren honor 

of the nomination. He will not be the elect of the people 
of this great nation. I only wish I was as sure of heaven 
as I am that this prognostication will prove correct.” 

Worn out with exertions, the venerable sage leaned back 
for a few minutes without speaking. Rousing suddenly, as 
if recollecting that he had but half accomplished his task, 
he took from the writer’s hand another slip of paper, on 
which was written the name of General Winfield 8, Han- 
cock, born February 15, 1824, with the words, ‘‘soon after 
midnight,” The horoscope was Cast, and carefully consid- 
ered. Then the learned doctor spoke sapiently, as follows: 

* When General Hancock was born, Mars, his significa- 
tor, was in Libra; Scorpio, too, was rising to the zenith, 
while the moon was also nearing the center in the sign Leo. 
There signify and depict the aspect and character of the 
man; large of person; in middle life becoming stout and 
heavy. Characteristically, we hav good-tempered, gener- 
ous, sound of sense, brave, discriminating, little of a 
speaker, though capable of writing an epistle replete with 
common sense. In fine, a representativ man. Observe that 
here we find the moon and Mars in sexti], denoting that 
popularity belongs to him after reaching middle life. 
Mercury and the moon face each other; that is, they are 


opposit; suggest thoughtfulness, quietness, and decision. 
Mars and Mercury being in juxtaposition, the fact that the 
former is apparently trying to out-run the other in the race 
for the zenith, indicate sharpness, natural acuteness of per- 
ception, and logical discrimination, while Mar's position, so 
near the zenith of the heavens, denotes exaltation, success, 
and permanent fame. He was born a natural soldier. His 
path in life was laid out for him long ere he was able to act 
for himself, and heretofore he has simply been fulfilling his 
destiny. : A 

** Let us cast his horoscope at the time of his nomination. 
Remark this wonderful coincidence. Mars, his significator, 
his watch-dog, favorit star, is again in the ascendant in 
exactly the same relativ position as it was in the realms of 
space to a second atthe hour of his birth. Astrologically 
Speaking, Mars is what is termed Lord of the Ascendant. 
It is approaching mid-heavens, denoting extreme power, 
popularity, and success. Its aspect, too, toward Jupiter. 
Saturn, and Venus is favorable, while the moon is on the 
“ cusp ” of the fourth house. Significant all this of ultimate 
permanent triumph. Mars, in the ascendant, speeds 
through mid-heaven, his relativ position to Jupiter and 
Saturn, which are under the earth, being what is astrologi- 
cally ‘called in good aspect. Thus the three great planets 
are in unison, and augur magnificently. This on the one 
hand; on the other Jupiter and Saturn are just below the 
crest of the earth. They are rising above the horizon, and 
will be in it about the same time that Mars reaches mid- 
heaven. They will be in sextil and square respectivly. 
Indicativ this of strength and force unconquerable. These 
are the favorable aspects. What are the unfavorable signs 
written in this book of gate? Isee none. The only malign 
influence that could be exerted against him is that of Venus. 
She, however, is in the eighth house, the house of his 
friends, and therefore is, of course, weak and powerless.” 

** Let us now cast his horoscope for the date of the elec- 
tion." For the last time the magic circle was deftly drawn 
and the intricate series of signs and bisecting lines inserted. 
“ When the balloting commences,” said the white-haired 
sage, ‘‘ Mars, General Hancock's significator, will be in close 
conjunction with the sun, the most powerful of the planets. 
Now the sun represents magnitude, acquisitivness, and 
fame, signifying distinction and power, and in conjunction 
with Mars is significant of irresistible force, carrying every- 
thing before it. Venus, his only malign influence, again 
has her hands tied, being in square with Uranus, whose 
power is greater than her own, meaning defest and disaster 
to her. On the contrary, Mars, the General's watch-dog, is 
in benign aspect to Uranus. The reading of the stars is 
favorable. The General’s destiny to reach power and to 
use it for the good of others is written on the plane of 
heaven. That destiny he will fulfil. There are no sivister 
lines drawn across his pathway. Nothing either to corner 
him into doing that which is wrong or to interfere with or 
depreciate his influence for good. His elevation is a cer- 
tainty. There is no misinterpreting the writing in the book 
of fate. The stars hav said it, and General Hancock will 
be the President of these United States in the year 1881. 

** His future life beyond that period will be one of honor 
and distinction. There are no malign influences that hav 
sufficient power to mar his life. It will be serene and use- 


ful, and well prolonged.” 
— —————— 


Tur old saying that lightning does not strike twice in the 
same place will not always hold good, for on the farm of 
Alexander Loucks, of York, Penn,, is a walnut-tree that has 


been struck no less than five times during a single season. 
— M 


GUNPOWDER is one thousand times denser than the atmos- 
phere, 


The Gospel Jesus a Myth, 


To THE Eprror or Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In Mr. 
Bennett’s last reply to Mr. Mair, he says that recently an 
English writer has asserted his ability to prove that the 
entire “Annals of Tacitus,” containing the reference to 
Christ crucified under Pontius Pilate, were forged by 
Poggio Bracciolini, a papal secretary, who died in 1459, 
If Mr. Bennett had looked at the last two pages of '* Rev- 
elations of Antichrist” he would hav seen that the forgery 
has been proved. The book is entitled ‘‘ Tacitus and Brac- 
ciolini" (London, 1878). Having procured a copy at con- 
siderable cost and given it-a careful examination, we hay 
no doubt at all of the forgery of the ‘‘ Annals," by Poggio. 

A. short time before the existence of that scholarly work 
was known to us we had made the astounding discovery 
that Paul flourished before the Christian era, and that B:- 
mon Kepha, afterward called Peter (which was only a trans- 
lation of the Syriac word Kepha, meaning ‘‘rock),” was 
contemporary with Paul, and a disciple of a Jesus who was . 
stoned and hanged for sorcery about 75 B 0. (See Sepher 
Toldoth Jeshu and the Talmud.) Having previously 
proved that Paul knew no Peter, but that he always referred 
to his rival apostle as Kepha (Cephas), this completed our 
demonstration of the non-existence of Jesus Christ or amy 
of his apostles in the reigns of Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, 
or Nero. : 

That the story of the crucifixion under Pontius Pilate is a 
fiction we proved most positivly in various ways. For in- 
stance, the testimony of the gospels that Christ was cruci- 
fied on Friday, the great feast of the Passover, is impeached 
by the fact, well-known to every learned Jew, that no court- 
session, trial, or execution could possiby take place on that 
day according to Jewish law and custom; and again by the 
fact that the first day of the Passover never could fallon 
Friday, according to established principles of the Jewish 
calendar. (Wise’s Origin of Christianity. ) 

But again, it is admitted in Mc Clintock & Strong’s 


! ** Cyclopedia of Religious Literature” that no full moon oc- 


curred on a Passover Friday between the years 28 and 98 inelu- 
siv, except in the year 29, when it would be the 18th of March, 
But the 18th of March is too early by several days. The 
Jewish Passover, says Chamber’s Encyclopedia, never 
occurs before the 26th of March, nor Haster Sunday before 
the 22d. E 
We hav endeavored in a book of 446 compact pages to 
answer every material inquiry into the historical existence : 
of Jesus and his apostles. We hav devoted to the subject 
years of research and study, with facilities never before 
afforded, and we never expect to be compensated, except 
by the satisfaction of having done a good work. For the 
benefit of students and inquirers we hav made an elaborate 
and complete index. And now we challenge all the cham- 
pions of Christianity to refute our demonstrations that the 
gospel Jesus is a myth. ANTICHRIST. 
i — — — 


True Reform. 


To THE EDITOR of THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: We 
hav read with & good deal of pleasure many things from 
the pen of Elmina D. Slenker, She is a prolific as well asa 
courageous writer, and, in the main, I heartily indorse her 
conclusions. What she says about this life ending all I 
consider weak. What she affirms regarding most that is 
necessary to make the present life true and beautiful appears 
to me very strong. 

Her articles on sexual intemperance though only a restate- 
ment of old truths or opinions, is a defiant agitation of a 
subject that needs complete ventilation. 

Comstock and Benedict must be exercised at this brave 
woman's defiant attitude, and truly if the judge’s construc- 
tion of the law in relation to ‘‘ Cupid's Yokes” was correct, 
there will be need of another jury. ` 

It was hoped some other pen than mine wonld take up 
this matter and see if it be true that all of Sister Slenker’s 
positions are tenable. 

Were I to object, however, it would be difficult where to 
begin, and were I to commend it it would seem out of place, 
after a married life of thirty-five years, meither better nor 
worse, perhaps, than the average class of men, with the 
usual amount of passions and the usual education or want 
of education in this direction. 

The matter is a delicate one, and Mrs. Slenker handles it 
in a very practical manner. She upsets, however, all our - 
old religious notions, all the relations of the sexes, and seems 
to impress us with the idea that while we are purely 
earthly (beginning and ending all here) we can by a mental 
and moral process entirely subject, and as it were, blot out 
the very strongest earthly passional desires of our nature if 
necessary. 

Coming as all this does from a woman who is equally 
bold and honest in saying all of life we hav is in these very 
bodies that are the seats of these very desires and passions, 
it is indeed strange. 

What shall be thought of & woman that so outrages our 
holy religion? Here is a conflict between Bro. Paul and 
Sister Slenker. He said, ‘‘If there be no resurrection let us 
eat, drink, and be merry for to-morrow we die,” of course 
this merry business included all forms of merriment. 

Again he says, ‘Suffer not a woman to teach. Wives 
subject yourseivs to your husbands. Let the women keep 
silent," etc., etc. : 

Sister Slenker does the very opposit; she speaks right out 
in church, and she talks to us. She tells how we can be 
good, and what we must do to be so. It is very evident that 
she: purposes to organize a rebellion in our households, if 
we don't mend our ways and behave as truly reformed hu- 
man beings should. 

We hav no doubt but that there is a vast army of old 
men who will think Sister Slenker is just right, and are 
ready to confess, after the form of the Episcopal formula, 
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that they ‘‘hav done those things they ought not to hav 
done, and left undone those things they ought to hav done.” 
Of course they will seek consolation from the blessed gospel, 
and say with the beloved Paul, ‘‘ The things I would do I 
do not, and the things I would not do, do I.” 

Then, again, her theory upsets the divine injunction to 
* multiply and replenish the earth," which, of course, 
meant that every woman should hav as many children as 
possible, regardless of the fact of “total depravity,” and 
the danger of endless damnation, 

It is plain to be perceived that the author of ''Sexual 
Intemperance,” in THE TRUTH SEEKER is a convert to Mr. 
Preston's notions of.''fewer children and better ones,” 
which we are pleased to admit make strong points in de- 
fense of his positions, and yet it is hard to hav a woman 80 
iconoclastic‘in her work as to shatter in a few well-directed 
blows the habite, customs, and opinions of ages. It is espe- 
cially hard on the men who hav been imbued with the idea 
that marriage, viz., ''holy matrimony,” was a legitimate 
license to let loose, and very loose, passions that it were: 
dreadfully wicked to gratify in the smallest degree before 
this legal form was complied with. 

There is nothing more sure than the fact that Mrs. Slen- 
ker hag raised a spirit that will not down at anyone's bid- 
ding; no amount of Comstocks or Benedicts can Stay the 
tide of agitation. Mrs. Slenker will find many friends, and 
a large body of opposers. 
ane main positions are doubtless true, some I think are 

86, 

_I think she is wrong when she says that the parents are 
the losers in the relations that beget a child. Ifthis is true 
it strikes me as an exception to all other departments of our 
being. Proper exercise of any of the functions of the 
mind or body develops strength in that part, and by virtue 
of its relations strengthens all other parts. Use in obedi- 
ence to law is development. Now if this act can ever be 
performed in harmony with law, it is not loss, it is gain. 

By well authenticated statistical and physiological facts 
it is proven than married men liv longer than single. Mar- 
tied women quite as long as unmarried women, even in 
spite of sexual violation, so that Sister Slenker, while she 
cuts deep and scatters her chips profusely on every hand, | 
may find that the discussion has at least two sides, and that 
some trenchant pen will enter the contest and do something 
even for a class of men that in the present state of matters 
seem without a shadow of justification. 

Lockport, IU., Aug., 1880. 


; Lecky on Wesley. 


He was a man who had made religion the single aim and 
object of his life, who was prepared to encounter for it every 
form of danger, discomfort, and obloquy; who devoted exlcu- 
sivly to it an energy of will and a power of intellect that in| 
worldly professions might hav raised him to the highest of 
honor and wealth. Of his sincerity, of his self-renunciation, 
of his deep and fervent piety, of his almost boundless 
activily, there can be no question. Yet with all these qual- 
ities he was not an amiable man. He was hard, punctili- 
ous, domineering, in a certain sense even selfish. — 

A short time before he left England, his father, who was 
then an old and dying man, and who dreaded above all 
things that the religious fervor which he had spent the 
greater ‘part of his life in kindling in his parish should 
dwindle after his death, entreated his son in the most pa- 
thetic terms to remove to Epworth, in which case he would 
próbably succeed to the living, and be able to maintain his 
mother in her old home, Wesley peremptorily refused to 
leave Oxford, and the reason he assigned. was very charac- 
teristic: ** The question," he said, **is not whether I could 
do more good to others there than here, but whether I 
could do more good to myself, seeing wherever I can be 
most holy myself, there I can most promote holiness in 
others." ‘‘My chief motiv,” he wrote, when starting for 
Georgia, ‘‘is the hope of saving my soul. I hope to learn 
the true sense of the gospel of Christ by preaching it to the 
heathen ” (Tyerman’s Wesley, i, 96, 115). 

He was at that time a High Churchman of a very narrow 
type, full of exaggerated notions about church disciplip, 
extremely anxious to revive obsolete rubrics and determined 
to force the strictest ritualistic observances upon the rude 
colonists, for whom of all men they were least adapted. He 
insisted on adopting baptism by immersion, and refused to 
baptize a child whose parents objected to that form. He 
would not permit a non-communicant to become a sponsor; 
repelled one of the holiest men from the communion table 
because he was a Dissenter; refused for the same reason to 
read the burial service over another ; made it a special ob- 
ject of his teaching to prevent ladies of his congregation 
from wearing any gold ornament or any rich dress, and 
succee ding in inducing Oglethorpe to issue an order forbid- 
ding any colonist from throwing a line, or firing a gun on 
Sunday. e 

His sermons were all satires on particular persons. He 
insisted upon weekly communions, desired to rebaptize Dis- 
senters who abandoned their Nonconformity, and exercised 
his pastoral duties in such a manner that he was accused of 
meddling in every quarrel and prying into every family, As 
might hav been expected, he soon became extremely unpop- 
ular in the colony, and a disgraceful episode terminated his 
stay. 

A connection, which was at first purely religious, between 
himself and a young lady of his congregation, gradually led 
to feelings of a different order. Considerable approaches— 
according to the lady’s account they amounted to a distinct 
proposal—were made toward a marriage, but before finally 
deciding be thought it necessary to consult the authorities 
of the Moravian church, who ordered him to proceed no 
further in the matter, and whose judgment he accepted as 
the command of God. The lady soon after married a Mr. 
Wilkinson—‘‘a person,” Wesley very bitterly complained, 
* not remarkable for handsomeness, neither for greatness, 
neither for wit or knowledge or sense, and least of all, for 
religion." Wesley continued, in spite of her husband's ex- 
press command, his pastoral attentions to her, forced him- 
self repeatedly into her presence, and ended by expelling 
her from the communion. 

It was said among his followers that the lady had made the 
first overtures to Wesley, and had feigned a greater devotion 
than was real to her in order to attract him; but the only 
specific charge alleged against her was that she had not 
communicated more than three times in three months, and 
had not intimated her intention to the clergyman before 
coming to the sacred table. Her husband was naturally and 
greatly incensed at the stigma thus publicly inflicted on his 
wife, and he brought an action against Wesley for defaming 
her character. 

It is not surprising that the worst construction should hav 
been put upon the motivs ofa clergyman who acted insuch 
a manner. The grand jury were divided in their opinions, 
but the majority pronounced his conduct wholly unjustifi- 
able, and tock the opportunity of censuring the ritualistic 
innovations and severities which he had introduced. A 
trial was impending, but owing to different causes, and in 
spite of the ardent desire of Wesley, it was repeatedly and 
almost indefinitly postponed. In the mean time, popular 
feeling ran violently against him. His position had become 
intolerable, and his usefulness was almost destroyed. Under 
these circumstances Wesley, by the advice of his friends, 
fled from Georgis, and arrived in England on February 1, 
1787-8. 

'The above is copied from Vol. II, pages 602-5 of Lecky's 
last work, ‘‘ England in the Eighteenth Century.” The 
account is not very flattering to the great founder of Method- 
ism. But it must be remembered that all this time John 
Wesley was ‘“in the gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity,” 
and in the subsequent pages Mr. Lecky givs an account of 
the preacher's conversion to Christ through tbe instrumen- 
tality of a Moravian priest, which took place on the 24th of 
May following. Therefore all the wicked conduct of John 
Wesley as a son, a preacher, a lover, a mischief-maker, and 
& skedaddler must be charged to the account of the Old 

Seratch. ANTICHRIST. 


GEORGE LYNN. 


* Sexual Intemperance.” 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Mrs. 
Slenker is a very persistent writer, and some of her com- 
munications are readable and instructiv. As long as she 
kept within proper bounds no one would desire to find fault 
with her propensity, for on the whole she has been trying 
to do good. Lately, however, she has commenced to try 
her hand on a peculiar subject, one which I think a woman 
ef delicacy should let alone, and has given us in TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER several communications on a most nauseous topic, 
** Sexual Intemperance.” Without the least inclination to 
grumble merely for the sake of doing so, I think Mrs. 
Slenker ought to hav left experts of the other sex to deal 
with such a matter. Already numerous books and pam- 
phlets in cheap form hav been published by persons perhaps 
far better qualified than she to deal with the subject of which 
she has ventured to treat, and I therefore think that there 
was not the least necessity for Mrs. Slenker, or anyone else, 
to befoul the columns of what, in a certain sense, may be 
called a family paper, by deliberately commenting on a 
theme which has already brought the blush of shame to the 
cheeka of some of your readers. 

There is unquestionably something very indelicate in a 
woman volunteering to dabble publicly with this sexual 
affair. Able and popular as Mrs. Besant, of England, was 
before she joined Bradlaugh in publishing a pamphlet on 
“ Marriage," and on the ‘‘ Law of Population,” she was sub- 
sequently lowered in the estimation of many of her friends, 
and, no matter what may be said to the contrary, she has 
never resumed her former status, and probably never will. 

I hav lately heard many unfavorable remarks on Mrs. 
Slenker’s recent display of taste and judgment, with which 
I hav been obliged to concur. I generally giv my copy of 
Tae TRUTH SEEKER to persons who like to read it, but who 
cannot afford to subscribe, and lately the father of a family 
of grown up daughters told me that he-had to cut out and 
destroy Mrs. Slenker’s communications before leaving the 
paper for perusal with his children. Without any unkind 
feeling to her I must condemn her course in writing matter 
so uncalled-for. . 

As Mrs. Slenker claims to be a reformer, why in the name 
of common sense does she use so often the quaint and 
clumsy “thee” and “thou?” Tae TRUTH SEEKER has 
taken a proper step in advocating an improvement in 
orthography and in an endeavor to make the English lan- 
- guage more Clear and simple, and yet it seems strange that 
Mrs. Slenker, knowing this, should cling to an almost obso- 
lete and rather ungrammatical form of expression, and write 
“ Thee knows." I fully appreciate what Mrs. Slenker has 
attempted in behalf of the Liberal cause. Only a sense of 
duty alone urges me to say anything in disparagement of 
what she has written. 

What has become of Mrs. Margaret Chappellsmith ? She 
was by far the ablest and most educated lady correspondent 
of the Investigator and, I believe, other Liberal papers, 

Yours, A. M. 
————— ——L.-———— 

FINELY-POWPERED Charcoal, mixed with the food of 
fowls, makes them fatten more quickly and givs the flesh a 
better flavor and makes it more tender; and charcoal in 
lumps should also be placed in chicken-houses, 


a O 
A Liberal Offer. 

I hav promised our friend Bennett to dispose of one thou- 

sand copies of my debate with the Rev. Dr. Ditzler. I will 

agree to makea preeent of. one copy to every person who 


Illinois. 


orders two copies. I want the work to hav a wide circula- 
tion among Christians if possible, and care nothing abo ut 
profit in its sale. Inclose one dollar for two books, and I 
will send the third free. Address 172 Clark street, Chicago, 
W. F, JAMIESON. 
tr 


Camp-Meeting. l 

The first annual camp-meeting. of the Michigan State 
Association of Spiritualists and Liberalists will be held at . 
the Lansing Central Fair Grounds from August 20 to 30, 
1830. The Executiv Board hav secured the best talent in 
the country to address the people during this meeting. The 
following noted speakers are expected to be present; Giles 
B. Stebbins, Detroit, Michigan; Mrs. E. C. Woodruff, 
South Haven, Michigan; J. H. Burnham, Saginaw City, 
Michigan; James Hay Applebee, Chicago, Illinois; A. B. 
French, Clyde, Ohio; Charles A. Andrus, Flushing, 
Michigan; M. Babcock, Bt. Johns, Michigan; Dr. A, B. 
Spinney, Detroit, Michigan; also the world-renowned 
medium, Henry Slade, who has just returned from Europe, 
has been engaged, and will be present during the entire 
meeting. Other noted mediums hav been invited, and are 
expected to be present. 

A large and magnificent tent will be erected, which will 
be devoted to seances during the intermission from speak- 
ing. A dancing pavilion will be provided, and dancing, 
with good music, and other amusements, will be in order 
from four o'clock each afternoon, and specified evenings 
during the week. 

Dr. Slade will also be accompanied by his niece, Miss 
Agnes L. Stade, who will take part in the exercises as an 
independent singer. Dr. C. H. Dunning, of Marcellus, 
and others, are also engaged as singers. 

Excursion trains will be run on the Chicago and Grand 
Trunk Railroad, both from the East and West, giving - 
ample time to hear the speaking and attend the seances. 

Ample accomodations hav been provided on the ground 
for those wishing to tent free of charge. There will bea 
first-class restaurant on the ground, where persons can pro- 
cure good board, also lodgings, and hay and grain for 
horses, all at reasonable rates. Reduced hotel rates at 
Everett and Revere House. Reduced railroad rates two 
cents per mile each way on the Chicago and Grand Trunk 
Railroad from August 19th to 31st; also reduced rates two 
cents per mile on the Michigan Centra), and Detroit, 
Lansing, and Northern Railroad. 

Committee on Reception: Dr. A. W. Edson, A. E. 
Nugent, Mrs. G. Merrill, Mrs. 8. P. Buck, Mrs, J. M. 
Potter, 

Committee on Grounds and Tents : J, M. Potter. 

Committee on Transportation, Renting Privileges, Music, 
and Dancing : 8. P. Buck. 

Committee of Arrangements and Corresponding Com- 
mittee, the Executiv Board: A. B. Spinney, M.D., Detroit, 
Michigan; B. F. Stamm, Detroit, Michigan; Hon. J. H. 
White, Port Huron, Michigan. 

L. 8. Buxpicx, President, 
Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
Miss J. R. LANE, Secretary, Detroit, Michigan. 
— ae 


Book Notices. 


I hav just read Remsburg’s ** Life of Paine, and the Testi- 
monials as to his Character and Good Works.” It is well 
written and very interesting. It is printed on good paper 
and in clear type. It is a good digest of former biographies 
of this great man, and is made doubly interesting by testi- 
monials from the writings of one hundred men and women 
of honorable merit and distinction. This portion of the 
work is alone worth the price of the little book. To read 
the tributes of all these writers (men and women, many of 
whose names are as household words to us) is a treat we 
rarely hav given to us in so compact and excellent form. I 
truly hope Liberals will be liberal in their orders for this 
new book, which is published by the proprietor of the good 
old Boston Jnvestigaic, and beneath the roof of the Paine 
Memorial Building, a fitting birthplace for the volume, 
Address, J. P, Mendum, Paine Memorial Building, Apple- 
ton street, Boston, Mass. Price 50 cents. 


I hav just read M. Babcock’s unique little pamphlet, 
* Why Don’t God Kill the Devil?” It ia a literary gem 
“of purest ray serene," The delineation of the startling 
and impressiv form and features of his Satanic Majesty on 
the cover is certainly the work of a true artist who was in 
love with his labor. He must hav recognized how impos- 
sible it would be for any intelligent person in this day and 
age to believe in the real Jona Jide existence of such a mon- | 
ster. The picture itself is worth, as a devil-destroyer, a 
whole pile of anti-devil sermons. It speaks to mind, rea- 
son, andjfancy all at once. The pen-pictures of the '* bad 
man" and his sayings and doings are as sharp-cut and 
effectiv as the penciled sketch of his outward appearance. 
There is wit, human, and stirling good sense all through it, 
and it sweeps away both gods and devils as bad, wicked, 
demoralizing myths. I should not be at all surprised if 
‘tthe honorable School Board of Bt. Johns ” should some 
day raise a monument in honor of the brave, fearless, and 
good man who is so earnestly and persistently endeavoring 
to put down obscene and satanic literature as school books 
for the young. I hope Liberals everywhere will encourage 
him in his noble work by sending in twenty-five cents each 
to D. M. Bennett for this splendid specimen of human wit 
and wisdom. ELMINA D, SLENEER. 

Snowville, Va. 

: — i € 

Tur Falls of Tequendama, the single outlet of the waters 
of the tableland of Bogota, are six hundred feet high, and 
leap down from the temperate zone to the torrid, from rich 
erops of wheat to a few scattered palms, assu , 
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Lettere from Griends. 


. , ' BANDUSEY, ILT., Aug. 9, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I hav distributed TRUTH 
SEEKERS as much as I Could, also ** Truth Seeker Tracts,” 
&nd hav done all I could by lectures and debates to destroy 
superstition and build up Liberslism, and I think Liberal 
thought is on the rise, though it is slow. Three years ago 
I commenced the war with superstition by Jecturing on 
phrenology and physiology, and the leaders of Christianity, 
knowing I was a skeptic, watched me closely; and as 
soon ag they saw their superstition was in danger, they 
kicked up and spread out a large quantity of lies, and suc- 
ceeded in stopping our meetings. Since then I hav lectured 
at intervals to small gatherings. I think if some Liberal 
speaker would come here now, besides myself, we Could hav 
a revival of Liberalism. One outspoken Frethinker can 
do but little against s0 many preachers, unless they could 
be.got into debate, whichI can’t get them to do. Last win- 
ter a school teacher debated a few times with me and got 
mad and quit. He did my cause more good than his own. 

Let Liberalism organize somewhat like the M. E. church, 
send out its missionaries, and it would soon clear up this 
country. If oné man comes out openly to advocate Free- 
tbought i» his community, others see how he is treated and 
theretore keep still. ‘ 

L hope Liberals will become more united in pushing for- 
ward science ; and politically let us hav our candidates in 
the field; it will show our strength more tban anything elte. 

: i McDARIEL. 


Bunxer HILL, ILL., Aug. 9, 1880 
D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find $1 00 
as a Contribution to the Brussels trip, which I hope will do 

good to Mr. Beunett and the Liberal cause. 

Friendly yours, | HENRY GILDEMEISTER. 

s NozwicE, Exa., July 29, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: Yesterday, after “doing” the 
city ot London ten duys. my wife and self came to Norwich. 
This is a great old city, 150 miles from London, situated near 
the sea in a southwest quarter of the realm. Just before 
leaving London we received, through the thoughtful kind- 
ness of Mr. Bennett—and all unexpected to me—a copy each 
of the two issues of TEE TRUTA SEEKER since we left, 
and to-day also a kind, cheerful letter from Mr. Bennett, 
mailed at New York on the 17th inst., and forwarded to us 
here from London. Mr. Bennett informs us in the letter 
that he had mailed two fresh copies of the paper, and very 
appropriately remarks that he thought I might be glad to 
see the wicked sheet when so far away from home sweet 
home; and I assure you that Mr. Bennett guessed exactly 
right The English papers hav very little American news, 
and the two TRUTA SEEKERs, and a copy of the New York 


Tribune, “all about Garfield," kindly given by Prof. L. N. | 


Fowler, of London, i8 about all I hav seen from “ ome.” 
Mr. Bennett says he will be, detained till the 28h or 31st 
inst., in, waiting for Prof, Rawson, before embarking for 
these shores.and Brussels. His kind, thoughtful words to 
me are cheerful and pleasant. We find religious Liberals 
here, and also many republicans politically. 

Fraternally, Dr. T. 8. ANDREWS, 


PaTERSON, N. J., Aug. 15, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Since the nominations for the 
Presidency the letters and articles, both editorial and other- 
wise, hav been numerous, very numerous, too numerous to 
mention, and the opinions and advice on *'!he true policy 
for Liberals" are almost a8 numerous, and more to come, 
I can imagin what a trying time this is to our venerable 
friend and co-worker the editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
"who always does his level best to please his patrons and the 
Liberal public, and desires to giv every one a chance to be 
heard that has got anything to say and knows how to say it. 
But as this question is of almost, if not quite, vital impor- 
tance, not only to the Liberal element of society, but to the 
tciliag millions of this highly-favored land, our genial edi- 
tor must possess his soul in patience and get through the 
ordeal in the easiest way his wise head can suggest, but giv 
us all the opinions coming from known Liberals that you 
can between now and November-next. And now permit 


me to put in an oar by submitting to your readers what I, 


consider an important fact or two, which to my mind has a. 


direct bearing on this, what at present appears co bea much ; 
vexed question. First I would state that with all due defer- | 


ence to the opinions of our chiefs, Wakeman, Leland, Ben- 
nett, and others, I cannot agree with them in this matter, 
for the stern matter of facts, both political and social, for- 
bid me. I think it is a well established ‘‘fact” that ignor- 
ance is the father and mother of superstition, which is insep- 
arable from religious worship of some form or other, Aad 
where do we find the most ‘‘ignorance?” Not amongst the 
rich or well-to do, as a rule ; no, no, but among the toiling 
poor, where it is a continued fight to keep the gaunt wolf of 
hunger from the door. Now this being the case, for I 
presume it will hardly be questioned, what is the firat and 
most esential work to be done before we can reasonably 
expect Liberal ideas to grow and permeate the minds of this 
class? To me there only comes one answer, and that is, 
banish the **wolf " from the door, relieve them of poveriy 
and distress, make their homes cheerful and comfortable, 
and this, with a large majority, will produce studious and 
thoughtful habits, which 1n turn will expand and develop 
their minds and Jead to that culture and refinement which 
is absolutely necessary before the most aitractiv forms of 
Liberal thought can take root and grow there. But by 
whom and how is all this to be done? I think I hear some one 
say. l answer, ‘‘ Themselva; for they alone cando it.” But 
they must be told “how,” for at present they, politically, 
seem to be in 4 state of helpless ignorance, and I claim thau 
it is the boünden duty of every Liberal, humanitarian, and 
philanthropist to not only by example show them what to 
do, but giv line upon line, and precept upon precept, until 
they can plainly see that their only salvation is in the total 
annihilation of the old political parties; and' thi8 can only 
be done by an entire separation fiom them, and the sooner 
it is done the sooner will we abolish that class legislation 
which has brought about that unequal distribution of the 
wealth of the country that is making the rich richer and 
the poor poorer. But suppose for this or that reason we 
keep on Voting for one or the other of these parties who are 
now struggling for office and pelf, what will be the result ? 
"Why it issimply this, that you vote to Keep in power those 
who for the last twelve or fifteen years hav never shown 
the least sympathy with either Liberal or labor reform 
ideas; and in my estimation there is nothing too mean or 
despicable for either party to do, in the way of legislation, 
if only the bid is high enough, ; d 


* 


I honestly think that if the Democratic party were put in 
power to-morrow they would be just as much at the 
beck and call of the church and the banks as the Republi- 
cans ever hav been and are to-day. And this is the party 
that our chiefs ask us to put in power. I tell you it can't 
and should not be done, because you will be only jumping 
out of the frying-pan into the fire, It has been argued, edi- 
torially, that we must (or should try to) put one unpatriotic 
and corrupt paity (the Republican) out of, only to put an- 
other in. 

I hope that I hav shown it sufficiently clear that if we, 
the toilers of these great United States, tollow out thia ad- 
vice we shall be simply asking them to draw the chains 
fhat they hav helped to forge upon us tighter still. Bo 
Messrs. Bennett, Wakeman, and Leland, I shall be com- 
pelled to take sides with Messrs, Verity, Morrison, Sem- 
merdinger, LaFetra, and others, who believe that the Green- 
back-Labor party ia the only party. who are disposed to 
grapple with the financial and labor reforms, whicb, in my 
estimation, are the prime issues of the hour. Let us be 
successful in these, and the rest js easy. 


Te conclusion, I must tell all Liberals and reformers, both, 


financially and otherwise, that you cannot consistently vote 
for either of the old parties. Their mission is ended; now 
they are only playing the role of the barnacles on a ship, 
and they should be swept off and sunk in the sea of oblivion 
as far as this generation is concerned, and the party with 
the new ideas, new issues, and humanitarian principles put 
in their places. This is the only party that we can expect 
to establish that justice and equality which is so essential to 
the growth of L beraliam. : 
: Iam yours for the Greenbsck platform and the success of 
its nominee in November next, Joun WARB, 
| i Bec. Paterson L. L. 
Cincinnati, Ouro, August 17, 1880. 
` Mr. EpniTOR : No man knows better than T. Wiater wat 
. politics cost money, but. it should be remembered that all 
i political parties were once young and weak both in numbers 
‘and cash, and they had to begin somewhere, or they could 
' not exist to-day. They rolied their little political ball with 
energy, and it gathered strength. So also could we, as 
Liberale, become strong and push our way to the front, 
The chief requirement is union; that alone is strength; and 
if al Liberais would firmly unite in one solid phalanx, 
their numbers, their free principles, and honest intentions, 
together with some casb, would develop something that 
would surprise themselvs und startle the old corruptionists 


If tbe Liberal party. never set up their own banner, they 


wil! ever be a tail to another man’s kite. 

Let us hav a F'reethirker's kite, and fly it high, disregard 
ing the laugh. If it be, as some say, that the Liberal party 
is a very Small party, destitute of either money or pluck, it 
would be a poor help to anv party. I believe otherwise. 
The Liberal party*in this big nation is numerous, and, if put 
to the test, it would display itself in & most formidable man- 
ner. Giv ita trial. o CT. WINTER. 


. FERNDALE, CAL., July 29 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: In your paper of the 17.n inst. 

is an article from the pen of our worthy friend D. M. Ben- 
nett, on politics for Liberals, and another on the same sub- 
ject from R. G. Ingersoll, and, feeling a deep interest in the 
; matter, I take the liberty to giv my views in regard to the 
| matter, which differ from both the above named gentle- 
Fem I believe the time has come to reform the financial 
affairs of our country, and that both old parties hav failed 
to offer the required reform. Iu short, I believe that James 
B. Weaver stands a better show for election than either of 
the other Candidates. This state is well organized in the 
Greenbuck cause, and will giv Weaver and Chambers a 
large majority. I see by the papers that the Greenback ele- 
ment is spreading like a tidal wave over our fair land, and 
that next November will roll up a majority for the Green- 
back ticket that will surprise the world. The platform of 
the Greenback party does not conflict with that of the 
National Liberal League, and the fourteenth plank is the 
same in substance a8 one thatis in our Liberal League 
platform. I agree with Bro. Bennett that we want a 
Change. I want no more Republican in mine. I hepe you 
will keep the hornet’s nest stirred up. I think that Bro. 
Ingersoll has got the bull by the tail instead ‘of the horns, 
ion the money question. My opinion may not be worth 
much, but there are hundreds of abler men than I who 
entertain the same views. 

I suppose that Bro. Bennett is on his way to Europe ere 
this. We feel a pride in being represented by such a noble 
champion of Freethought, and hope he will be crowned 
with the honors he 80 richly deserves 

Respecttully, 


H. BwEzr. 


FanLEY, lowA, Aug. 10, 1880. 

EDITOR Truta SEEKER, Dear Sir: We often hear Lib- 
eral men say, "lf the women would. only leave off their 
attendance at church in the same proportion that men do, 
orthodoxy would die in five years." in connection with the 
above expression they also manifest a desire that the ladies 
would cut loose from the fables of the church and embrace 
the more elevating teachings of Liberalism, of nature, of 
acience. We must remember that women are strong, social 
beings, that they delight in attending parties, sewing circles, 
donations, prayer-meetings, festivais, etc. The priest, 
recognizing this prominent Characteristic in the female por- 
tion of the human family, has originated these gatherings 
in the name and for the benefit of the church. .We cannot 
expect our wives, our mothers, sisters, or daughters to 
break away from these pleasant gatherings, and be content 
to remain at home, out of society, as it were. If we wish 
them to cut off their patronage from these church gather 
ings we must form otner pleasant resorts, other places of 
attractinn, other and more pleasant ways of spending Sun- 
day. Oathe very day and hour that our orthodox neigh- 
bora are bending the hypocritical knee to an imaginary God 
let us, with our families and iriends, and a basket well filled 
with something to refresh the inner man, go into a shady 
grove by the cool and sparkling brook, and there enjoy the 
beauties and sweets of nature, Let us by these and other 
*' wicked ? ways gradually, but effectually, draw our female 
friends from under the yoke of the church. I venture to 
ssy that by proper effort one-half of the ladies who now 
habitually attend church could be entirely and forever 
drawn away from it. Liberals, giv this matter a serious 
thought. If you cau form no larger company than your 
own family, take them, and make Sunday, away from the 
Church, the pleasantest day of ihe week. H. 


ADRIAN, Mion., Aug. 16, 1880. 
EDITOR cr THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I noticed in your 
issue of August 7th a statement that Rev. Ira C. Billman, of 
Jackson, Mich., had deserted his wife, eloping with another 
woman. Now as this is false, and you profeas to be a truth 


seeker, you will doubtless be glad to learn the truth in this 
case, and do Mr. Billman the justice to make the correction 
as public as the libel. i 

Mr. Billman has declined to longer liv with his wife, 


with the approval of his church and all who are acquainted - 


with Mrs. Billman. She went home on a visit to her 
parents, taking her children, and he sent after her their fur- 
niture and a letter refusing to longer liv with her for 


reasons which she already knew, and agreeing to giv her: 


half his salary, and keep two of their children, she keeping 
the other two. - Mr. Biilman bas the sympathy of the com- 
munities in which he has lived, viz , Toledo, Adrian, and 


Jackson. Mr. Bilman is a Liberal thinker, too much ‘in - 


harmony with your own class for you to desire to traduce 
him, and I hope in your next issue to see full justice done 
him. He still continues to preach for his congregation. 

A TRUTH SEEKER. 


[We would state to our correspondent that we desire to.. — 


traduce no one. We found the item in the daily papers, 
and as it is such a common thing for ministers to leave their 
wives for other women we presumed it was true. If it is 
not we are glad for humanity's sake. —Ep. T. B.] 


Sr. CATHARINES, ONT., Aug. 16, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir ; It is amusing, interesting, and 
instructiv to read the various views of your correspondents 
upon the subject of your next presidential election. Not 
two of them agree. . i 
It seems hard for some of them to dissolve partnership 
with the party they hav served for years past, perhaps for a 
lifetime, for any consideration whatever. But good and 
weighty principles both for individual and publie good can- 
not be secured without the sacrifice of other ones which hav. 
served their time out. 


Nor will it do to estimate political parties more than a’ 


thousand and one other things by what they hav been, but 
by what they are now. All things are liable to change, if 


not always for the better, else progress and improvement ` 


would be annihilated. 


I notice that many of your correspondents who decidedly. .. 
favor free th ugh', free speect, free press, and free mails, - . 


although having been supporters of the Rapublican party 


ever since it has existed, do not hesitate to say that it has ` 


become extremely corrupt in its various principles of ad- 


ministrationg, no doubt, from its long-continued term ‘of : 


service, eVen to the detriment of the above-mentioned. prin- 
ciples. . : 

I therefore quite agree with you in your views, as a'so 
Some others, tnat it would be policy on the part of your 


party to thoroughly unite in ousting ihe Republican party, ^ 
and place the Democratic party in power for the next term, ` 


as you evidentiy are numerous enough to do so. And if 
they prove an improvement for your party and the country 
at large, put them in for another term; if no improvement, 
then set them aside again. Accomplishment in anything 
requires experiment, and purging proveth beneficial to par- 
ties even as unto individuals. 

Although not inclined to adopt others' property for my 
own benefit and use, please allow me for the once to imagine 


myself an American citizen, and appendix this with a selec- . 


tion from a recent number of the priceless TRUTB SEEKER: 
“A. seratcher on politics,” and a first-rate scratcher he is too 
on that subject. 

Haviog been somewhat familiar with your politics for 


years past prepares me to adopt his views almost verbatim ét- . 


literatim, Altnough you do aot require to republish that . 


articie, I would advise all who are interested in Tug TRUTA 
SEEKER cause to carefully read. it, if not having done go 
already; and after you hav done 80, do, I pray you, unite in 
one solid phalanx and giv battle to tne enemy, for united 
we stand, divided we fall, 

Hoping Mr. Herbold will excuse my boldness, I subscribe 
myself yours as ever inthe interest of truth and progress 
forever, C. B. THOMPSON. 

; Rock FALLS, JLL , Aug. 8, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Th: best, most logical article 
lhav read in your paper for many months is that in a 
recent number by R, E LiFetra. I hope every reader of 
the paper will study it well. If I werein your place L would 
not on any account vote the Republican ticket, though I hav 
heretofore voted with that party. But I-am unable to see 
how we Can better it by supporting the Democratic ticket, 
If we vote the last named ticket to keep the Rrpublicans 


out, without agreeing with the principles of the pariy, we : 
are strengthening the opposition to our most Cherished ideas... . 
of reform. A vote is simply giving our opinion of the mat- _ 


ters in controversy, suying how we wish matters of the high- ` 


est importance settled. But if we vote contrary to our own 
conv.ctions of right the voie is a solemn lie. We cannot 
havatrue Republican government unless our votes reflect 
the true will of the people. But to vute against our settled 


Convictions for what we suppose to be the strongest party, ` 


is to me the most childish thing a man can do. But please `` 
read the article I refer to. I hope he will continue to write, ` 
W. E. LUKENS. .. 


SENECA. S. C., Aug. 16, 1880. .. " 


FRIEND BENNETT : The Utica Herald says a singing caii- 
paiga is proposea by the Republicans this year. Gen. Gar- 


field wil hav a good following from the Young Men’s ` 
Christian Association no doubt, as heis a frequent attendant.:. <- 
at their meetings, but you may put it on record that many . 


Republicans in this Piedmont county will vote for Hancock 
if never again for the Democratic party. 


Yours truly, BENECA, 


LEAVENWORTH, KAN., August 9, 1880. 


To THE EDITOR or Tax TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: l, toO, . 


accept D. M. Bennett’s solution of the political problem, 
and nope 43l} true Liberals will do the same. Anthony Com- 
stock has been President-long enough. Whoever votes-for 
Gartield votes to re-elect Anthony. I dislike to vote for 
either of the old parties, but being more a Liberal than a 
Partisan 1 shall put my ballot where it will do Liberalism 
the most good. For the infamous treatment Liberalism has 
received from a Republican administration let us defeat that 
party, as a wholesome chastisement. It will do it good. 


If any Liberal feels like licking the hand that swites him ` 


let him do so, but I believe in giving our smiters another 
kind of licking entirely. : : 

A party that will violate sacred principles and trample the 
Constitution into the dust to please the clergy and the 
Young Men’s Christian Association cannot receive my Vote 
any longer. 

The Liberals can swing New York and Indiana, and per- 
haps two or three other states, for either candidate. Let us 
giv them to Hancock, and break up this church and state 
betrothal. No clergyman is fitted to be President. 

B. It. SHEPHERD, 


ES 


e Toth Seeker, August 28, 1880. 
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; : BALTIMORE, Mp, Aug. 13, 1880. 

To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: l do not 
see how any Liberal can vote tor eituer of the political par- 
ties, You favor the D:mocratie candidate, It is well 
known they favor and cater-to the Catholic element, Here 
in Baltimore, where they control city affairs, they hav 
ignorant Irish police, stop Sunday travel, and vote the peo- 

. ple's money to keep up their institutions. The Democratic 
papers berate Iogersoll when he lectures here; and I would 
sooner vote for the Christian’s devil than for them, On the 
other hand, the Young Men's Caristian Association, God in 
tlie Constitution, and Comstockism are upheld by the Repub- 
.licaus, s0 I hope the Liberal Congress about to meet in 
Chicago will giv us another candidate for some of us to vote 
‘for, even if they should not get one thousand votes. We 
want no vast amount of money. Giv us the candidate, and 
let the Liberals in the various localities attend to getting 
their tickets 38 we did down South when Lincoln was first 
.run for the Presidency. I was one of three that voted the 
.Lincoln ticket in a Congressional district, I think, as a 
Liberal, I ''know what I am talking about " when l say no 
Democrat or-R-publican can hav my vote at present. Co- 
operating with either party is not my plan; they would 
scarcely know that a Liberal existed. — : 

' ' Yours respecifully, 


m JASPER. FLA., August 9, 1880. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: A word 
or two in regard to the political situation : From the general 
tenor of letters and communications published io the Liberal 

"papers, one cannot. resist the conviction that Liberals are 

-irreconcilably divided as to the proper course to be pursued 

in the approaching political campaign—two of our leading 
mep, D. M. Bennett and Col. Ingersoli, advising or prescrib- 
ing dismetrically opposit courses, and so on to the end of 
the chapter. .— . . 

Under the circumstances it is not only proper but highly 
necessary for each and every Liberal to express his senti- 
ments, freely and above-board, in regard to the political 
situation, that is to say, in regard to what he, individually, 
thinks ought to be done in order to unite Liberale, and thus 
enable them to cast their votes in an intelligent aud effectiv 
‘manner, The only way to do this, in my humble estims- 
tion, is to concentrate our forces by casting our votes en 
masse in favor of candidates nominated by our own party ; 
or else hold ourselvs in reserve, as an independent political 
organization, ready to co-operate with that party whose can- 

'. didates shall pledge themselvs, publidl]y and formally, to 

“carry out the Nine Demanda of Liberalism.. This require- 

‘ment should be our ultimatum:; and in case the respectiv 
candidstes decline to comply with our reasonable request or 
requirement, let us adhere to the nominees of the National 
Political Libers] Convention, soon to assemble at Bismarck 
Grove, Kan., or such other place as may be designated by 
the Board of Directors of ihe National Liberal League. 

It is pretty generally conceded, I believe, that a majority 
of the Liberals hav hitherto voted, and will still vote, the 
Republican ticket. If so, by voting for our candidates we 
will withdraw our support from the party in question and 
virtually co-operate with the Democracy, as we are re- 
quested to do by such men as Elizur Wright, D. M. Ben- 
nett, T. C. Leland, T. B. Wakeman, H. L Green. and others, 
whom we hav been accustomed to regard as our leaders, and 

' whose influence with Liberals is confessedly great, and 
patent even to the mind of the most casual observer. 

| Brethren, speak. out, and proclaim, freely and fearlessly, 
your innermost thoughts in regard to the question undex 

` consideration, A. J, OLIVER. 


E. LIVEZEY. 


5 BOLEBURY, PA., July 10, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Though the word grates 
rather nard or harshly on my educated Quaker proclivities, 
hence I would say : 
i Oh. how hard for human nature 
All prejudice to shun, 
And never use proscription 
As saintly souls hav done. 


I fondly hoped n my old age I had found in THE Trura 
SEEKER an open door: for all honest souls to express them- 
selvs in their own peculiar way, without having on ‘‘ the 
wedding garment" of fashionable speech to pleare the book- 
learned literati consensus of the competent, but as my two 
or three former articles hav not appeared in Tam TRUTH 
SEEKER, I must conclude that the demon of proscription 
atands guard ensconced behind the portal gate of true 
democracy that seeks untrammeled expression in your val- 
uable paper. Now here is where true Liberalism is 
** wounded in the house of its friends." 

è ` Respectfully, E. W. ALLEN. 


‘WHY DON'T GOD KILL THE DEVIL? 


1f God should kill the devil 
What would the clergy do? 

Their trade would then be gone; 
Their bread and butter too. 


"Their saving plan would be upset, 
With all its cunning wit; 
And hell without a devil 
Would be an empty pit. 


Self-rightaous saints would mourn, 
"heir hapless fate bemoan, 

To miss the pleasant pleasure 
To hear the wicked groan, . 


Hence we see it would be hard 
To spoil their saintly revel, 
And that’s perhaps the reason why 
Their God don’t kill the devil. 
E. W. A. 


Pratt, Inr, July 19, 1880. 


field will extend to Ingersoll every right that he asks for 

himeelf, he (Ingersoll) will not vote for him ; but Ingersoll 

thinks he will. Now, friend Ingersoll. let'us see about thie. 

In what estimation do Christians hold unbelievers? As 
traitors, rebels against God, fit subjects for-an eternal hell; 
and don’t you forget it, that if Garfield should be willing to 
grant you your rights his party will not allow him to do it. 

How about Hayes? He knew Bennett was unjustly con- 
demned, and he knew it was his duty to pardon him. but his 
party would not let him; and so it would be with Garfield 
when you come to the Liberal element. I believe that you will 
find five Liberals in the Greenback party to each one in any, 
other party, and for this reason I believe that the Liberal 
element, if it would join this party, might eventually suc- 
ceed, and could hav a working majority in the party. Why 
is it that R, G. lngersoll, with all bis brilliancy, honesty, 
avd good sound judgment, and his great work for the Re- 
publican party, can get no office ? He is above the seeking 
of office, and for tbe very reason the office should seek him, 
but it never will from that religious Reputlican party. But 
it Ingersoll should giv the fiaancial question an investiga- 
tion, and become convinced that the finance should be run 


by the government and not delegated to wealthy coi pora- 
tione, I will venture the assertioa that in four years more 
Ingersoll will be President of the United States. 

Now I would like to ask G. M. Mair one question: Did 
he ever know a coin to be counterfeited betore its exist- 


|ence? Is not the counterfeit always of later date than the 


one couuterfeited ? and if the other religions are more 
ancieat than hie, then if any is a counterfeit, must it not 
be his? Raspectfully, JAMES M. PRATT. 


RICHLAND, July 26, 1860. - 

To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: 1 would 
like to say a word or two upon the question, How should 
Liberals vote this fall? I fiaa a great diversity of opinion. 
Some stand by one party and some by another, and some 
want a new party. l see no need of & new party ; we hav 
one now that is composed of honest men, who earn their 
bread by honest toi), very many of them Liberals. Spiritual- 
ists, and Freethinkere, and many.more with no fixed belief, 
who being too poor to belong to a church of Gd, hav been 
left.to think and reason for themseivs and are fast becoming 
the foundation of the future ruling power of this govern- 


ment, and to them we must sooner or later turn for our lib- 
erty. They hav declared for the equal taxation of all 
property; the right of suffrage to all citizens of ‘the United 
States, and a government of the people, by the peopie, and 
for the people; and they hav done this without the influ- 
ence of an Ingerso}l, Wakeman, or any prominent Liberal, 
Now, what more can we ask at thistime ? Which of the 
old parties promis as much ? 

There is & sufficient number of Liberals and Freethink- 
ers in the United Biates to make their power felt if they 
will but act in concert, and since our only danger now 
lies in the legislation of our country, and our oniy hope 
of entire freedom comes from the sime source, ia it not 
right and proper that we should take a deep interest in the 
politica of the country, and is it not for our safety that we 
shouid unite as against a common enemy ? I am surprised 
at the position taken by Col. Ingersoll; how any Liberal 
can vote the. Republican ‘ticket [ cannot see, much less 
lend his influence to help forge the chains wnat are fast 
bindiog us down in religious bigotry, superstition, and 
degradation, What do we care what Gen, Garfield’s ex. 
pressed views may be? Itis the purty that bucks him, the 
power behind the throne, that we hav to fear—the one 
from which all our troublea hav arisen. D:d not Hayes 
say that you had committed no wrong, broken no law, 
and stil he had not the courage to do justice, denying 
the prayer of nearly a quarter million of the people of his 
government? Would G»fieid do more? I can see why 
some would vote the Democratic ticket, for they hav in 
nomination one of our country's noblemen, a brave, true 
man, and one that I had a chance to study, througb three 
years of strife and vloodshed ; and there is a hope in the 
party and a strong presumption of succese, and it is a slep 
in the right direction. Bui, fellow-luborers, of whatsoever 
name you may be called, vhe time is near at hand when 
will be decided what our future status is to be, Is it not 
folly to be halting. Let the dead past bury its dead. Arise, 
gird on your armor, and strike for the present and the fu- 
ture, for those to come after us. Let every man and 
woman look calmly to the issues and then decide for them- 
Selvs. There are yet three months to think. The National 
party is growing every day. It has come to stay, and to 
that party will we be indebted tor our emancipatiun. Then 
let us hew to the line, and tuke such course as will pass the 
inspection of our cousciences in future years, lain truly 
1. nankful that you passed so well the time of your martyi- 
dom. Who knows (should we hav auother four years of 
the rule) who will be the next victim? I am glad you do 


| not propose to risk money on our not getting an electoral 
'| vote. 


lam confident you would loge. 
Yours for universal liberty, WILLIAM J. Loaan. 


Norpacrr, CAL., Aug. 4, 1880, 

` EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Jesus is reporteu as 
having said, ‘‘ He that believeth in me shail be saved, and 
he that believeth not shall be damned," And old Paul, “If 
any man teach a different doctrin from that I preach, let 
him be accursed.” And then we hav sixty or seventy 
thousand ministers and priests—not including F}, E. Abbot— 
who tell us if we do not accept their interpretation of God's 
word, they will send us all to a fire and brimstone hell to be 
eternally punished. Now an unsophisticated wretcn like 
me would naturally suppose that poor humanity was sufti- 
ciently environed with difficulties without anything more, 
but here comes Charles &. Townsend in Tak RUTH SEEK- 


To raz EprroR or Tue Trura SEKKER, Sir: 1 like| me of July 24:h, under the heading “Equal Eternity of 


your article on the political situation in THE FRUTH BEEK- 
ER of July 17th, Mv course has been similar to yours, I 
had always been a Republican until after the election of 
Hayes, but now as all the old issues are past, dead, and gone, 
«I do not think that either of the old parties snould take 
credit or blame.to obtsin office at the present time, as 
many of the old Democrats now belong to the Republican 
party, and many of the old R:publicans now belong to the 
Damocratic party, so that it would be unjust for either of 
the parties that now exist to claim all the merit of saving 
the Union and doing away with slavery. And as there is 
no difference in the issues in the Democratic and Republican 

: platform, I therefore sgree with you that a change would 
be the means of burylng the bloody shirt and putting a stop 
to this bitter sectional strifé. But while I am perfeculy will- 
ing that you or any one else should vote as you please, [ 
sh Jl vote for Weaver, as I believe there is a principle 
involved in this matter that must eventually wip, or else we 
wil hay a worse glavery among the pcor whites ten the 

Jegro slavery Wa8b + l i 

Tue by JugeraolUa lattar to Ej, Ta Green that ualent Gar: | 


Mind and Matter and their Characteristics," and promul- 
gates an entire new theory, and very gravely tells ua that all 
who reject his conclusions, need not in future luy any claim 
to inteil:gence. Now I do not propose to autagomze Mr. 
Townsenu's theory, but in all humiity would like to ask 
what use he has for a first cause of that which never had a 
beginning. You see my early education was sadly neg- 
lected, and my subs quent opportunities hav been limited, 
hence my desire for iuiormation. Fraternally vours, 
FaED ROBINSON. 


BAVANNAH, Ga, Aug. 10, 1880. 

Mr. EpiT)R: We, as a buna of brotnera organizing Lib- 
eral Leagues to resist the encroachments of the church and 
stale power, must harmonize as one man and look at the 
situation in which we find ourselvs aud govern ourselva 
accordingly. ‘The work which we hay iu hand, nud to 
which sage of hs are devoting the best energies of our 
liver, ia worthy the candid and unselfish consideration of 
every Liberal in the world. Fora century and wore bas 


the Teputilia of North Amerlos been thg refuga ef the oi 


r 
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pressed from every land, and the eagle of liberty Has spread 
her wings over the land ot the free and the home of the 
brave, and not until within a year or two has the emissaries 
of ecclesiasticism endeavored to plant the noxious seeds of 
sectarianism in the minds of the rising generation, God in 
the Constitution, Bible in the public schools, espionsge of 
the prese, tampering with the. mails, ostracism of freemen 
for opinion’s sake, 


hav been sent to prison for no other reason than the honest 
publication of their opinions and thoughts upou. subjects 
Which most interest humanity—their happiness and destiny. 

Now we, the people, by right of power invested in us a» 
free citizens of a repubiic, knowing no higher tribunal than 
our collectiv franchise, do rebel and solemuly declare that 
we will not brook the encroachments of anthony, ard, 
united as one man, we will vote for the candidate who will 
pledge himself and patty to carry out the reforms necessary 
to the seculariziog all the laws of our land and giving the 
franchise to every person who is capable and willing to 


reason. .And, furthermore, we are decermined that when ` 


ihe dominant power will not giv us.these pledges and carry 
them out we will organiza a new political party, and by this 
means defeat their success, for wa are a power in this laud. 

I should advooate the propriety of all our Liberal Leagues 
Uniting with the Democratic party to destroy our deadliest 
enemies, the Republican party, and the mother of all abom- 
inations, the orthodox church, for the first stole our govern- 
ment, usurped the chief magistracy, and imprisoned our 
citizens for no crime; and the second has endeavored to set 
up a mythical ruler over the people, who are guaranteed the 
right to rule themselva by making their own laws and bow- 
ing down to no higher tribunal than reason and common 
sense. 


The founders of our republic, and the authors of the, 


Declaration of Independence, knew too well what they and 
we might expect if they left a loophole for superstition to 
enter, and they closed all the avenues where priestcraft 
couid enter, and lopped cf all the limba on which could 
grow the parasites of rotten and decaying theology. The 
Fa hers founded a secular government and gave us a liberal 
Constitution, and the states delegated to the Congress of 
‘tne United States such power as the people, in their wis- 
dom, saw fit as a check, on the one hand, and a safeguard 
on the other, against the usurpation of power by ambitious 
demagogs and an interested and'cunmning priesthood, who 
hav ever been the enemies of progress and Liberalism. 
J. EDWIN ORURCHILL. 


CINCINNATI, O., Aug. 14, 1880, 
Mr. Eprror: I must express my surprise that New York 
Greenbackers, who talk so unctiously about '' principle,” 
and how much better they are than the rest of ue, should so 
foolishly let:the cat out of the bag by hinting ever 80 glee- 
fully that, they may succeed in throwing the election into 
the house. "They know they hav no earthly show before the 
people in the election, but the. states being equally divided 
amoug both parties in the House, with De La Martyr in pos- 
session of the casting vote of Indiana, they hav an indis- 
tinct feeling that they might gobble up something handsome 
in the event of the failure by tbe peoplo to elect. In 
other words, they hope that the Indianapolis parson may be 
80 placed as to elect the President for nearly fifty millions 
of people. Well, that contingency is far off. The people 
wili elect Hancock.or Garfield absolutely, and sit down on 
the Fiatists besides. (See record of Alabama's vote.) But 
it shows what these retormers and friends of the people are 
really after—spoils and a grab at the publie crib with their 
brethren of the other patties, Yours, 
. Cyas, J. HERB^LD, 
` PoRTLANDVILLE, N. Y., Aug. 5, 1880. 
Mr, EprroR : The monotony of our neighboring towns 
were somewhat disturbed last week by the presence of An- 
thony Comstock, who arrested a lady on the charge of a 
misuse of the mail privileges. In another town a barber 
was fined twenty dollars Jor shaving a man on Sunday 
morning. But the best of all isto be stated in the follow- 
lng: : 
ie of our neighbor farmers while drawing a load of hay 
to his barn on Saturday was caught in a brisk shower. Bun- 
day morning he backed the wagon load of hay out of the 
barn and shook up the top of the load in order that it 
might dry ou.ani keap from damaging. The villain was 
arrested, and he had the choice of paying a fine or going to 
the county jail. f i 
In another village a wagon-maker of Liberal views mildly 
expressed his doubts as to the reality of Christianity while 
under examination by & clergyman. "There was a Christian 
secret combination formed against him and carried into his 
business, and he was compelled to leave the town or starve. 
I hav been informed by a friend that this is what they 
propose to do with me, i cannot doubt it, as about three- 
fourths of the public patronage has been withdrawn from 
me since they hav learned my peculiar views and Liberal 
sentiments, They hav been quite willing to accept my gifts 
for their Christian poor, and now they are quite. as willing 
to snatch the last morsel of bread from my children's 
mouths to compel their father to hold his tongue or pro- 
claim Olristianty, But they will find tbey hav a hard nut 
to crack. They may starve me and my children, but I 
shall never, no, never, hold my tongue nor bow before their 
superstitious, dogmatic altar. I am at a loss to know which 
I would prefer, death by the gibdet or by starvation, So far 
88 I am concerned personally, I would care but little for 
this Christian persecution, but it does rather prick a father’s 
heart when they fasten the penalty upon his helpless chil- 
drea. But such is the Christianity of to-day, and the power 
of the church in its way. There are some excep'ions to this 
stigma, But remember, my friends, that this is but the 
leading Step. Then may I ask, What shall the. last be ? 
Just let us allow ourselvs to fool a little longer with party 
politics and Greenbackism, and we shall soon learn that we 


.hav lost something that greenbacks cannot buy. 


T.uly yours, PETER BOULE, 


GREEN ISLAND, Aug. 7, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: T. C Leland has expressed 
my mind exactly with regard to how Liberals should vote 
in the coming election, Although I hav been a radical Rs- 
publican ever since the party had an existence, and in fact 
Jong before, nevertheless I am willing to sacrifice my prefer- 
ence for party when I see, ar I do, that it has done its work 
of reform, which it was organized to do, and instead of cog- 
tinning to be thie reform party, it becoraes the church party, 
and opposes the Freethiukers with all its power. What- 
ever the Democrats may do we know not; but can they do 
worse? ltrow not. Their record is much better, so far as 
it affects our pringipler, and J, for one, would he glad to 
giv them a trig], Nevertheless Į will vote as the Liberals 
decide to vote at the convention. J belleva it ig our only 
galystion to vote together in à 


body, , , 
Toure epo We wine m Bega Wort 


Sunday laws, and many more abuses : 
hav aroused free thought and speech, and freeborn citizens . 


8 (C UU n Beeker; Angust 28, 1880, 
MODERN THINKERS: © 


A Summer Idyl. 


Beneath the green boughs of summer-robed 


- What radiant light is over the land. 


` Makes the bands of Orion sparkle bright. 


trees 

I sit and muse in fitful lyric thought— 

See the changing clouds, hear chirpings in the 
breeze, 

Studies of sky and grove by nature taught; 


Showing so brightly all that God hath made. 
Most unseemly creations of his hand, 

And the oolor of the flowers his hands hath laid. 
In forest recesses the golden light - 
Drives away the darkness from den and lair— 


And casts its refulgence everywhere. 

God is great and good, without sin or guile; 
Through infinit ages of grand old time 

He has stayed not bis golden light the while, 
Nor hidden his glory from any clime. 

Who hath not thought in soul to meditate _ 
Upon the sky, the rocks, the passing day. 
Asking the better faith, willing to wait 

"Fill truth alone shows the more perfect way ? 
Oh, how long and patient hath been the race 


WHY DON’T GOD KILL THE 


| Anonymous Hypothesis 


. 
Creation. 
A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
, Account. 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Cloth; price 50 cents, For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth St.. N. Y. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 

By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 
Author of ** Tbe Iliad of the East," ‘‘ Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 

The characters are set before us by a few 


| What They Think and Why. 
By V. B. Denslow, LL.D.. 
With an Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


The work contains oeritieal essays upon 
Emanuel Swedenborg, and the origin of the 
Christian ideas of heaven, hell, and virtue; 
Adam Smith, founder of the school of Econo- 
mists; Jeremy Bentham, the apostle of law re-. 
form and of utilitarianism in morals; Thomas 
Paine and his relationa to the Declaration of 
Independence and democracy in America; 
Oharles Fourier, the philosopher of passional 
harmony and co-operativ association; Herbert . 
Spencer, a review of his theories of evolution : 
and of morals; Harnst Haeckel. the demon- 
strator of the doetrin of evolution; Auguste 
Comte, founder of the Positive philosophy and 
pontiff of the " Religion of Humanity ;* and an 
essay on the authorship of Junius. as a sequel 


‘| tothe critique on Thomas Paine. ; 


This volume consists of 384 pp.. 12. mo, and is * 
-illustrated by portraits of each of the eight 


1 


great thinkers. and opens with an introduction 
graphie and able touchas, not aa puppets, bur from the pen of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll. 


Power. eloquence, and originality character- | Cloth, $1.50. Sold at this office. 
ize ‘‘ Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels,—Zliusirated Lon- 
As if the innermost secrets of God 


don News. . l 
An independent and respectable study of NOTICE T0 THE PUBLIC 
Were yielding up at last the final key character in the. law of circumstance such ag s 


i i 
That unlocks the way of the celestial road even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 


Ofman! To-day touched by some new bright 
hope, 

To-morrow onward still with brighter face, 

And upward, advancing, with wider scope, 


To show mortal how the immortal shall be. to own. It is really an artistic composition. | WASHINGTON, D, C. July 19, 1880. 
with a sound moral expressed, though notob-| I wish to notify the public that a Mr, Baldwin, 
Mo eg Wu AR e pen ON THE DEVIL ? trnded, on the canvas — Westminster Review. of Chicago, also Rhodes & McOlure. of the same 
oves out to explore D. M. BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Eighth Bt.. N.Y | place, are publisning pamphlet editions of my ot 


Science, siren-voiced for poet and sage. lectures. All the lectures published by them 
Pleads sweet necessity, but not decree. 


A series of Essays dedicated to tho Bt. Johns : re grossly inaccurate—filled wit at 
Come, go where the uttermost reach is made, (Mich.) Schoo] Board. An Occult My stery . horniny printed, and d HEY p 
Thrice beyond the polar star and upward ; i WHO CAN SOLVE IT? me. These mer sre pimple literary thieves and 
Analyze the golden light that ne'er can fade, BY M. BABCOCK. A new phenomena! means of curing the sick. fie under false pretenaeae I take this goures: to 
But shines as bright as when the Syrian shep- Safe, reliable, astonishing, successful. available | warn the public that these publications are 
herd Price; 25 cents. For sale at this office. everywhere. Address à fraudulent. The only correct copies of my lec- 
‘Watched his flocks till eve on the sacred hills DR, J, M. MOSELEY, tures are published by O. P, Farrell. All others 


y r . N.Y. b le wh 
Of old Palestine. Oh, the patient stars. ' HI Ag Sd sont bh Dt: Brooklyn: UM OM are published pz paop tho publie Paling groal 
More patient than frail man can be or wills, S { j PERSTITION » 
Triumphant over time and human wars, : ? 
THE RELIGION OF 


f wretches hav published one lecture under four 
KNO W T H YSE L F! titles, and several others under two or three. 
Ob, thought divine, mixed with human sadness, oS 3 ; 

O happy faith that saves the brain from mad- | 66 Believe or be Damned.” 


HE untold miseries that re- m31 R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Sweet melancholy, touched with human joy! 


sult from indiscretion in| An of O, p, Farrell’s editions of Ool. Inger- 


early life may be alleviated | solis works, and none others, are sold af t 
and cured. Those who doubt | Sog e " or 5, an D. M. BENNETT” 


thee flni F i this assertion! should purchase 

That the Inflnit One shall ne'er destroy ‘ OPEN LETTER TO THE : e new m al work pub- ] 

One human soul he's given life and form lished by the PEABODY MED. | . e e 

On this beautiful earth! Nature's sweet Yos ST. JOHNS SCHOOL BOARD. y, 7 OAD INSTITUTE, AS The Gods and Religions 
Speak through all her symbols, in calm an CUR TES or, Selt Preservation. Ex. 

; storm. E p K ; hausted A nervous and physical debility, of Ancient and Modern 
To the spirit of man. The sea rejoices, nm. ABCOCK., or mpaired by theerrors of youth or too 
And the rocky coasts echo back thg sound, This book contains an inspired PHOTO- close application to Pusiness, may be restored . Times. 

ar over and under the deepest main. GRAPH of the GOD that's belong worshiped t|, Two hundredth edition. revised and enlarged, | - ; 

And the voices of nature go round and round }the expense of the district in our public | just published. It is à standard medical work, In Two Large Octavo Volumes. 


— schools; the God that" overshadowed” Mary; | the best in the English language, written by a 

Tiens, Bopo grow suene art Ufo God thare wanted In the Copsiiations ths  phyeisan of gresy exbarionen io whom, v 
ema at o 8 some three on dollars ri & and ] y " 
Inspired with the grand truth that man alone | forth of untaxed church property; the "50- | tlonal Medical Association. It contains beautl- 


WRITTEN IN PRISON, 
By D. M. BENNETT. 


Is conscious of—that he alone shall liv helpema i a0 2x makes a tie ee Cie in ful and, very Er engravings, Three 
. į court; the God that governors bes stop | hundred pages, pre- inei 
ae vs denario oi Gon e donas tho yellow fever, which he didn't do» The pic- | scriptions for ali forms of prevailing disease, ee I, treats principally on all the 
5 ture is worth the price of the book, Price, 26 | the result of many Years of extensive and suo. | Gods of the world. Volume If. givsa full 
And is not his life and power infinit ? cents. Forsale by .D. M N cessful practice, either One of which is worth | description of the Religions of Ancient and 


And ean he not do with man what he will? : 141 Eighth street, New York. | ten times the price of the book, Bound in French 


cloth : price only $1, sentby mail post-paid. 
Make bim his own and immortal, despite The London Lancet says: * No person should 


Modern Times. An interesting and instruc- 
tiv work. Incloth, $3 per vol.the two vol- 


The doubt and evil that hang around himm still? be without this valuable book. The author isa | umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
He shall not di» and molder all the ages - LADIES!! noble hout this va} 8 oL or v foren Uu ig , Papar 
In the grave with all his grand desires and ^ An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 'ai à M 
dreams; sar Pod Dene et DEFUI 1880, _ | 6 cents for postage. and oni Edges, $4 50 per vol.; or $8 for the 
; .H. : ir: . i 
His name a blank in eternity's pages. express, C, Q. D., fo Portland. Or.. $100.00 (one yaaa WD. possident of m to Hon. two volumes. Sent free of postage. 


ise j whe’ h , | hundred dollars) worth of that " Oomstock ” à E 
All else just and real. he’s not what he seems, | RUN i -I mean business. al, Medical, Associsti pn UPPLYSNINGENS TIDEHVART 


Come, go with me into the open air; Dr. Mary SOLANDER,” . H. - : 
Smell the delicious fragrance in the breeze; Only sixteen had been sold when Boston Mass The author HEAL (AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT). 
Bee beauty around thee everywhere, 4 may be consulted on all dis- A SWEDISH WEEKLY, i 

With the richest gifts he hath made to please: COMSTOOK eases requiring skillandex- CTHYSEL[F h 

Gather fresh hope as fragrant as the flowers. |set out to suppress it. Now orders come as | perience. Devoted to the culture of Freethought, to the 

Aud inlay thy soul with fancies sweet: above. Grand jurymen buy it for their wives. investigation of the religious pratems of our 

Make love with nature in her sunny hours, | it is Strix, Savy, INPALLIDLY RELIABLE. noo. AN OUTLINE coda aeaoe in potere. ^ ee 
. Neath the blue sky or in the sylvan retreat; ounoed tients and : : 

Wrap about thy soul sweet thoughts as a flame | the greatest by patients and physicians to be OF THE The only arenes Eeltelo-ohilosouiical publi- 

Of living light; gather in all bright gleams GODSEND TO THE SEX FRENCH REVOLUTION SuChin: 

Of thought of whatsoever hue or name, : gotten up in this generation. Sent securely : 7| TERMS PER YEAR > . . . $2.00 

And stamp them on thy soul as more than | boxed, with private instructions for special use. ITS CAU SES AND Exchange is desired with any other papers in 

. dreams Mee rri Ael e Pro agente BF ee RESULTS any language. 
proved, 0U.. Tess » Hh, > 
Ot thy fittul lite fast passing away. t{s2 209 West 34th st., New York, : rore: city, Moser Co. Minn, 


BY W.S. BELL. 
Thereis probably no period of history in the 


Bo act thy part upon the stage of life 
: It may be said sfter many a day 


For sale, in the Swedish Janguage: 


Thou wast not a mock hero inthe strife. . 
At last the showy pageantry goes by, 
Moves with lightsome speed on the summer 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


world more interesting or more important than 
the French Revolution in the last century, and 
Mr. Bellhas traced it ably and in an interestin, 
manner. Every one who reads it will be nlease 


A BETTER RELIGION. 
By FRANZ HERMAN WISTRAND, 
Editor of the Truth Teller, 


hours. . 25 i i ` ' 
Tag Ve deer gray clouds gather in the sky. |. - : With it; Erico Soorte. Send to this omose. Take Conatanea, Bualo Por Omoa r 
nd time and frost hav come upon the flowere, THE Published by ERIOKSON & OLSON, 
Go, then, to thy silent home in the earth; ROBERT C. INGERSOLL, í Grove Oity, Minn. 
S rd its bosem thy borrowed clay; . A JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE 
nd in the quiet grave thy nobler birth— This volume is printed on toned paper, in BETWEEN 113 + 
The coming of night, the breaking of day, clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in PROF. W. F. JAMIESON, Superstition in all Ages.. 


The lapse of years shall for thee not be in vain, i i 1 ] ; 
Thy gilded dreams. brighter than sun or gold, gl. sin, containing As pages, 1900, Price, ot AU ERR ena the - By JOHN MESLYER. 
. , D.D., 


Shall waken in thy soul and liv again. f i i 
This book contains the principal voints that Ot Kentucky. A Roman Catholic Priest, 


And light thee on when the ages are told. Mr: Ingersoll has made against the Pantat. h Who, after a pastoral service of thirt t 

a ; 2 en ; astor r I8 
l Elide at in all his lectures on that subject. The nam- -Beld 1n Kirkaville, Mo.. during nine ove Etrepigny and But in Ohampagne, France, 
Tus American Bible Society is an exceedingly Forret. filled Seth. ntn ken. yard ona) This book of 320 pages givs an interesting pres- Tast W urod rodeio us dogma E is : Meu 
lively organization, with no politica} affiliation. | only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there | entation of the theological questions which | era, and to the world, to be published after his 
"Whether it is for Hancock or for Garfleld, as a | are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the | divide Christians and Liberals, Ths Rev. | death, the above-named work, entitled " Oom- 

book just issued. The book is unanswerable in | Ditzier is regarded as an able defender of his | mon Sense.” ; 

body, we are not aware, although its political einig doctri but i undoubt. 
leani b ised f hef its facts and logic, inimitable in its style, anq | favorit Christian doctrins, but it wil) andoubt-{ "This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
eanings may be surmised from the fact that at | filed with wit, satire. eloquence, aud pathos. — | edly be admitted by the reader that Prof. W. F. | much attention from the Liberal publie. No 
its last " stated meeting” report was made that : Jamieson fully met all he had to offer. Ohris-| more scathing arraignment of the Christian 
Mr. Rutherford B, Hayes had accepted the post : tan readers, yil tako more kindiy to A S system hus ever been made, not even by Nol 
of Vice-President of the society. What will} ' Busts of R. G. Ingersoll ES : t, a5 donee GON OaBan. Pad Dibtoz o 
: . ance. than to books on our side only " 
enc gay stir ne EN of aed however, By di d À s ? Price, in paper fovers 50 cents; well bound. 16 the opinion of a dietinguished Liberal con 
e announcement in the annualreportofthe| By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, |75 cents. — NEWBURYPORT MAsS.. Sept. 23, 1878. 


society, that communications hav been reeeived To Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam; 


concerning the reprinting of the Bible in the| Cabinet size, Drice $2,50, |. The wok of tne honest pastor, Jean 
Bengal language, the cost of colportage in 81- | „STAN Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK Meslier, is. the most curious and ths most 


ice $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
beria, and the progress of the translation of the | Shipment, Every adminer of y A collection of songs by Whittier, Longfellow, | powerful thing of the kind which the, last 
Old Testament into the Zulu language. What | of Liberty should hav at Tene Apostle | Bryant, Tennyson, end others, aet to samia of Beas produóad; omae prinos re 
on earth the Old Testament should be transiat meet "s anal ont] lio "em ieda S y ires Paik Bol eal DE ronal toita nd 
. eetings. and in eral homes. Comp n oltaire's '* osophlea etionary "& 
ed into Zulu for we are at & loss to imagin, Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, edited by Eliza, Boardman Burnz. Price, halt basket of champagne compared with & cask ot 
m » : ound and on heavy paper, 25 cents ; one hun- | fourth-proof brandy. You hav done a virtuous 
How, for instance, oe following " verse” | By Sanony, the celebrated artist of New| dred copies, 815.09; fy, $8.00: twenty-five, | and humane act in translating his book 80 well. 
from Genesis look in Zaluese? "And Mizralm York : 
ork, at the following prices: $5.00. Paner covers. 15 cents; one hundre . JAMES PARTON. 
begat Ludim, and Ananim, and Lshabaim, and copies, $10.00; fifty. $5.00; twenty-five cop!es,| Price, cloth, $1.50; paper. $1.00. 
Naphtutium." (Oan any one blame the trate Imperial or large size n " š 40 cents bau ade cents por coDy TEE E must be D. M. BENNETT, 141 Hiwhth St.. N, Y. 
i a XE 20 7" Bent to prepay postage on all wholesale orders. 
Zulus for revolting againsta system of civili- | Lite.size Lithograph, 21x97 .. 60 " | Address all orders to D. M. BENNETT. 


gation that imposes on them compositions like Postage paid. * 141 Eighth street, Now York d 
MACHINERY. 


that ?— Truth. D. M, BENNETT. 
1d Eraara 8t., NEW YorE 


Tue great principle and foundation of all 
virtue and worth is placed in this: that a man 
is able to deny himself his own desires, cross 
his own inclinations, and purely follow what 
his reason directs as best, though the appetite 


may loan the ober way - Zooke ! 8B office, 


A widow of thirty-two would Hk - 
sDond with an educated Liberal minded cantio: 


tess SINQEBITY, care of TRUTH c 


Correspondence. 


A gentleman, “ Positivist.”? desires corre- 
spondence with a lady of a genial disposition, 
having literary, vocal, and instrumenta] musi- 
cal aceomplishments, Brunet preferred, and 
object matrimony, Address FAVORITE, 

8134 TRUTE BSESEEB office, 


Hand, Foot, and Power Presses. Die work 
of all kinds. Perforating Dies 
& specialty. 
E. B. STIMPSON, 81 Spruce Bt, N, Y. 
Wand . 


Qe Truth Seeker, 


August 88, 1880. 


539 


The Real Issue. |WHAT IS MONEY ?|NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


MOSES HULL. 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes it is just the thing. 
Oontains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
a scientific money. 

The Commoner says : 

"Nothing has been written which will do as 

od, work as this. ‘It is worth its weight in 


O 
zold? ] 
Price 10 cents. Sold by D. M. BENNETT, 
j 141 Eighth st., New York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice, It con- 
taing valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
allthe chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to Pe cost of mailing. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO. 
199 East aatb Streat, N. Y. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment. 


Revised and Enlarged Edition. 
72 pages.. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St,, N. Y. 


Aw The Religio-Philosophical Journal. pub- 
lishes, and sells an imperfect, disordered, and 
mangled, edition, with all the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1860, from which it was 
pirated by the late S. B. Jones. . 


cH M" i 
w e EV AAAA S) 
VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A i larly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove, z 

Qures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 
Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
Íímpotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer pus and 

producing some of the fol- 
ffects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
ht emissions, by dreams), Dimness: 


ory, Pi 
Pimples on Face, Averaton’ to Society of Fe- 


f 
Fem, woro in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many had 
Falling Bickness— Fits; others upon the verge 
of consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
aerate positivel d and entirely eradi 

y 8 positively cured an rely eradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrhea, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured. Ail diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uleri, Leucorrh@a, 
eto., treated with equal success, 

B, B, P. FELLOWS has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery 
and {n fact had been given uo by their physi- 
clans to die; but by the aid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
unable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of the complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 
Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhoea, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magistrate. which 
fs positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doctor's great skill. 

Consultations by letter free and invited. 
pargor reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Enclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 


[From the Western Reformer.) 


“DR. R. P. FELLOWS 
is & highly educated and scientific physician, 
He has an original system of practice, and is 
erfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hav 
eard many flattering reports of his successful 
euren of diaenaon incident to humanity.” 


THE " 
Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
AND THE l 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
© BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 

for Women. . 
Read before the New York Liberal C:ub, 
i March 20 and 27, 1874. 
Cloth; price so.cents. For sale by 


D: Y, BENNETT: 101 labtb Btu E Y, 


COL. ROBERT 6. INGERSOLL 


‘Pamphlet form. Price 8 cents. For sale at 
this office. 


Issues of the Age. 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 


Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 


was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.~Zacitus, . 


. A DEBATE 


BETWEEN 


AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 


and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00. 
Everything that we now deem of antiquity 


: An admirably written, scholarly volume.—N. 
Y. Graphic. . 
He presenta a safe guide through the bewil- 


dering labyrinth of scientific. philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces & 


therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced.— Jewish Times. 


. The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 


age, until his mind has become imbued with 

the fragrance of their thought. He has excel- 

lent tendencies, elevated tastes. and sound as- 
irationa.—W. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of “The Essence of Christianity," ete 
Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts, (Formerly 75 cts.) 

The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 

Our politics. our ethics, our religion, our 

science, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 


nered. therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our aget— Exiraot 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the igo ^g a reprinted in THE 
ad 


TRUTH B£EKER. the best on 
and shows in the clearest manner that that s 


tr 
of the teaching of the Bible, 
a D. M. BENNETT, 
Price 10cents. 11 miahth Strect N. Y. City. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
> OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


cal Gun. 


By KEnsEY Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to JogN T. PegRY's “ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cineinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks, His 
work isa review of Kersey Graves’ " Sixteen 
Orucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 


overthrown all the leading arguments of the Ín- | p 


fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Court," in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr, Perry's witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selves, nut condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This feature of the work is really 
laughable, It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn '' State's evi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr, Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, “A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and & dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either." 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity, 
Wor& comprises about 200 pages. 
rice, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 


THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 


OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 


POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY .and the RELIGION 


of HUMANITY. Justout, By 
tion, Bi contd: O0UBTLANDT PALM EB, 


Oharaeter of the 


various journals. 


edy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 


The following valuable Liberal 


works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seeker:” i f 


Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER. 

12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 

"This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 


origin .of tne religion of 
ehrist. : : 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Theol- 


ogv, etc, l 
BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. ' 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 


Thisis a collection of Essays reprinted from 
They are chiefiy intended to 
uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind, 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 475 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc. 

BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


Faith and Reason; 


Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 
A concise account of the Ohristian religion 


and all the prominent religions -before and 
since Ohristianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


© . e e 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 

` BY 0. G. DAVID. 
Price, 75 cents. 
THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A oritical study, By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence, Extra cloth, 12mo, 827 pp, $2.00, 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATEBS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp. . . $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL, 
BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated 
formation of the Ohristian church. me 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting. 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
12m0, 48 pp; Paper, 20 ets. ; flexible cloth, 36 cts, 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 
BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Babbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
any, N. Y. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 centa. 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris- 
: tianity 
This is a very valuable and concise work, and 


states {n plain and unmistakable language the 
reasons Why Obristianity is a failure. Price, 60 


cents. 
PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 


OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents, 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 
Panar. 12mn. 88 nages: price, 95 canta 


POCKET THEOLOCY. 
BY 
YOLTAIRE. 


Translated from the French by Miss Ellen 
Carroll. The firsttinue ever published in Eug- 
lish. The pamphlet contains nearly 500 of Vol- 
taires sharp, terse, sarcastic, scathing defini- 
tions of theological and ecclesiastical subjects, 
terms, and dogmas, There is nothing in the 

. Everybody ought to haya copy, 


130 pages, Price, only 5 cents. 


. 80 cents. 


^ The Rights of Man.” By THOMAS 
Paine. Written in defense of his fellow- 
A work almost without a peer in the 
Paper, 90 cents; cloth, 


man. 
world. Large type. 


Life of Thomas Paine, By CALVIN 
BLANCHARBD. 12mo. Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. . 

The Heathens of the Heath. By 
Wm. MCDONNELL, author of Exeter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
$1.90. _ 

Career of Religious Ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science. 
By Hupson TUTTLE. An able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world, 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. .- : 

"Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M. 
BENNETT. Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $1.00. i ; 

The Humphrey-Bennett Discus- 
sion. A debate between Rev. G. H. HUM- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of '‘ The Truth Seeker." 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much às Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3. Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey. denying. Cloth (550 
pp.) $1.00. 7 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Prof. O. A. Bunazss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian Uuiversity at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F, UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Ont, commencing June 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke. Frrst Paoro- 
BITION: '''The Christian Religion, us set 
forth in tbe New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin.” Burgess in the affirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. SEgcoND 
Proposition: ‘‘ The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin." Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the ueg- 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, 9 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundativ Contrasted with its 
Superstructure., By W. R. GHEG, au- 
thor of * Enigmas of Life,” . ‘t Literary and 
Social Judgments,” etc. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the “ Fortnightly 
Review,” says: '** Bome twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most 
eminent men of science asked, ‘ Why do not 
the bishops answer "Mr. Greg’s Creed ot 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was thatof Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but. Mr. 
Greg,?coming later, had the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on al! 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally to 
80 thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument—occupying € precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable.” 

One volume, crown octavo, wits com- 

leto index. The London edition soid for 

9. Price of American edition, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples De- 
bate. Between B. F. UNDERWuCD, ^f 
Boston, and the Rev. Joan Manpuns, of 
Toronto, Ont. Held at Napanee, Ont., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
Frnsr: “That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are I[llogical and coa- 
trary o Reason.” Sxconp: ‘The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond all other books its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood de- 


nies, Reported in full, and revised by the. 
debaters, 111 pp. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
60 cents. 


interrogatories to Jehovah. By 
D. M. BENNETT. A series of close questions 
upon a great variety of subjects, irom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, the 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embraced by the 
Church. With a iull-length portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Answer to ihe 
Question, Have we a Supernaturally-Re- 
vealed, Infallibly-Inspired, and Miraculousiy- 
Attested Religion in the World? By E. E. 
GUILD, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parts. 
Paper, 30 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. 

: Truth Seeker Leaflets, of two pages 
each. ‘Thirty-two in nmber; 4 cents per 
dozen; 8 ceuts for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
ured; $2.00 pcr thousand. f 

Adventures of Elder Tri 
Tub. Couiprises important 
4tiBClosü:cs concerning hel], it magnitude, 
morals, employments, elimgíte, ete.: By 
sev. GEORGE NOGERS. 


A xich, interestin 
litle work, Paper, Ib ogg 


olemus 
d glaring 


. it our belief. 
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Gems of Thought. 


TRUTH only smells Sweet forever, and illu- 
sions, however innocent, are deadly as the 
casher-worm.—Froude. 


There livs more faith in honest doubt, 
Believe me, than in half the creeds. 
x : —Tennyson. 


INVESTIGATION frequently leads to: doubt, 
where there was none before. 8o much the 
better. Ifthe thing is not true, inquiry can do 
no possible harm. 


TRUE at the bottom of her well is of about as 
much use as water there. dnd is’ of very little 
use without some appliances to bring it to the 
lips of the thirsty.—Henry Rogers. 


THE number of those who balieve in a system 
already established in the world. does. not, in 
the léast, add to its credibility; but the number 
of those who doubt it, has a tendency to dimin- 
ish it.—Fontanelle. 


THE master said: “Shall I teach you what 
knowledge is? When you hava thing. to hold 
that you know it, and when you do not know a 
thing, to allow that you do not know it, this is 
knowledge."—Oonfucius. 


Now this, overdone or come tardy off, though 
it make the unskilful laugh, cannot but make 
the judicious grieve; the censure of the which 
one must, In your allowance, o’erweigh a 
whole theater of others.—Shakspere, 


No REAL greatness can long co-exist with de- 
ceilt, The whole faculties of man must be ex- 
erted in order to noble energies; and he who ie 
not earnestly sincere, livs in but half his being, 
selt-mutilated, self-paralyzed.—Coleridge,  ' 


PznHAPS there are few less happy than those 
who-are ambitious without Industry; who pant 
forthe prize, but wiil not run the race; who 
thirst for truth, but are too slothful to draw it 
up from the well.—Sharpe’s Letters and Essays. 


Ler there be no violence against the supersti- 
tious or unbelieving. Let him who believes 
draw near, and let him who does not belleve 
stand aloof, Nobody is to be constrained ; lib- 
erty 18 essential to faith and all that belongs to 
it—Luther. (See Romans xiv, 5 17.) 


As FoR our mis-education, let us not make 
bad worse; waste not the time yet ours in 
trampling on thistles because they hav yielded 
us no figs. Here are books, and we hav brains 


: to read them; here is the whole earth and the 


whole heaven, we hav eyes to look on ‘them.— 
Carlyle. : 


* Doust, instead of being crinfe, we regard as 
true wisdom. Without doubt, there will be no 
investigatiin. Without investigation, there 
will be no advancement. Doubt is the hand- 
maid of progess. Our motto is; '' In ail things 
that ean be demonstrated, unity; in things that 
admit of doubt, free diversity; in all things, 
eharity."—B. F, Underwood. 


Wuat does an ascertained imposter deserve 
but to be denied, exposed, insulted, trampled 
under foot, danced upon, if nothing less will 
serve, till the very geese take couraga and ven- 
ture to his derision? Are we to wreathe auriles 
round the brows of phantasms lest we shock 
the sensibilities of the idiots who hav believed 
them to be divine?—Froude, 


Ir. after a deliberate and impartial use of our 
best faculties a professed revelation seems to 
us plainly to disagree with itself or to clasp 
with great principles which we cannot ques- 
tion, we ought not to hesitate to withhold trom 
I am surer that my rational na- 
ture is from God than that any book ia the ex- 
pression of his will.—Dr. Channing. 


A PERSIAN lad, Herodotus tells us, was educat- 
ed in three especial accomplishments, He was 
t aught to ride, to shoot, and to speak the truth; 
that is to say, he was brought up to be brave, 
activ, valiant, and upright. When a man 
speaks the truth, you may count pretty surely 

hat he possesses most other virtues, Half the 

- ices in the world riseout of cowardice, and one 
who is afraid of lying is usually afraid of noth- 
ng else,—Froude. 


WE may now ask, Who is he that yields to the 
world but he that belleveth that Jesus is the 
son of God? That man swims with the current, 
Were Jesus in Christendom and heard one 
name him the Messiah, he could no longer say 
the compliment came not of flesh and blood; 
but to any one amid the crowd who should say, 
Taou art a man, a right and true man, than 
whom none do I love more his hand Christ 
mustsurely clasp and say, Blessed art thou, 
my brother! Flesh and blood did not tell you 
that, neither conventional opinion nor priest, 
nor your own interest ; but the spirit of truth 
and patient thought. Blessed are thoul—Con- 
way’s Idols and Ideals. 


Tue day is fast coming when the Bible, with 
ite mythical God and Savior, will be relegated 
to the encyclopedias, to the poets, the painters, 
and the curiosity hunters—along with Jupiter, 
Baal, Pluto, and other mythical deities of the: 
ancients. There is nowhere on record an ac- 
count of a single religion in the past that ever 
eame to life or was. ever revived and renewed 
afer it had once died out and people had 

'Jearned that the universe could move along 
quietly and harmoniously without it, Not even . 
a part ofa religion once outgrowa is ever again 
taken up afresn. The old fire and brimstone! 


Odds and Ends. — 


eggs came back unsuccessful, and complained 
that’ there were lots of. hens standing around 
and doing nothing.” 


" WHERE is my bow ?" asked a fascinating lit- 
tle female archer. when seventeen sprig swells 
?prang forward and said, with an idiotic smile, 
“ Did you cali me?” 


“JoHN, how many times hav I told you al- 
Ways to eat bread with your meat?" "Papa, 
how many times hay you told me never to do 
two things at atime?” 


AN army Officer is retired when he goes out of 
service, and a wheel is retired to gointo service 
again. When a sheriff releases a prisoner he 
‘loses possession of him, and when he releases 
& house he regains possession of it, and this is 
& howling old language of ours, ain't it? 


A LADY recently married was detailing to the 
girl she wished for a servant the advantages of 
the place. "The work is very easy. There are 
but two of us. and we h&v no children.” *'Oh, 
madam,” cried the girl,“ I pray you wil! not in- 
convenience yourself on my account, I adore 
children.” 


THE master of a negro in Virginia threatened 
to giv his sable attendant a flogging if he boiled 
his eggs hard again, “ You rascal,” shouted the 
enraged planter, "Didn't I tell you to cook 
those eggs soft?” "Yes, massa,” said the 
frightened negro, " an' I got up at 2 o’clock dis 
mornin’, and bited dem five hours, and it seems 
to me I never kin get dese eggs softer,” i 


” Yzs,” said an old undertaker, talking toa 
careless assistant, "that's just your way, you 
sling the loose tacks all around the inside of 
the eoffin when you are tacking in the lining. 
and when you are done you just leave them 
there to stick à corpse almost to death. Why 
don't you hay some feelin’ about you?” And 
the good old man laid his arm affectionately on 
& rosewood casket and sighed.— Steubenville 
Herald, i > 


MR. £POOPENDYXE'8 PRAYER-BOOK, 


"'Now, my dear," said Mr. Spoopendyke, 
cheerfully, “be lively. It's twenty minutes past 
ten, and we mustn’s be late at church, Most 
ready?” : : 

" Yes, dear,” beamed Mrs.Spoopendyke, "I'm 
all ready. Got everything?" 

“TI think so. Hymn-book, umbrella, an d— 
Where's the prayer-book? I havn't got the 
prayer-book,” : 

" Where did you leave 1t?" asked Mrs, Spoop- 
endyke,turning over the volumes on the table 
hurriedly, 

"It I knew where I left it I'd strut right to 
tbat spot and get it," retorted Mr. Spoopen- 
dyke, "Ileftit with you. Where did you put 
it? Can't you remember what you do with 
things?" 

" I hayn't seen it since last Sunday,” retorted 
Mrs, Spoopendyke, faintly. “I know," she 
continued; '' perhaps itis at church.” 

" Perhaps it is,” mimicked Mr. Spoopendyke; 
" perhaps it got up early, took a bath, and went 
ahead of us. Did you ever see a prayer-book 
prowl off to church all alone? Eyer gee a 
prayer-book h'ist up its skirts and strike out 
for the sanctuary, without an escort? S'pose a 
prayer-book knows the difference between a 
church and a ham sandwich? Where did you 
put it?” 

“I mean you may hav left itin the pew-rack, 
You know you did once?" suggested Mrs, 
Spoopendyke. 

"I didn’t do anything of the sort. I brought 
it home and gave itto you. Where do you keep 
it? What did you do with it? S'pose I'm going 
to swash around through that service without 
knowing whether they are doing the apostles’ 
Creed or an act of Oongress? Spring around 
and find it, can't you? What are you looking 
oe for? arate you know the difference be- 
ween a prayer-book and the Wander 
Find it, can't you?” ] me M 

" Never mind it, dear," fluttered Mrs, Spoop- 
endyke;" I know all the responses, and I'll 
help you along.” _ ' 

“Oh, yes, you know them all. What you don't 
know about religion wouldn't wad a gun. All 
you want. is & bell and a board fence to be a 
theologiealseminary. Think you can find that 
prayer-book: between now and‘ e juinooctia] ?" 
howled Mr. Spoopendyke. “Got any idea 
whether you sold the measley thing for china 
vases or stirred it into the wheat cakes? Hay I 
been chawing divine grace all'the morning? 
Where's that prayer-book? Going to get the 
prayer-book. before the Revelations come. to 
Dass?" and Mr.Bpoopendyke plunged around 
the room, tumbling books about and breathing 
heavily. i 

."I don't see the use of making such a fuss 
Over a thing you don't really need," sobbed 
Mre. Spoopendyke through her indignant 
tears. 

"Oh, you don’t?’ raved Mr, Spoopendyke, 
" You don't see any use in putting things whére 


| they belong. do you! How d'ye s'pose I'm go- 


ing to keep up with religion without a prayer- 


‘book? How d'ye s’pose I'm going to know 


when it’s my tarn to show what Christianity 
has done for me unless you ean find that dod- 
gasted book for me between now and the resur- 
rection?” and Mr. Spoopendyke spun around 


on his knee like a top. and knocked over a Pa- 
rian jar. : 


helį ia departing little by little from Onristian 
ehurkhes all over the land. In the minds of ali 
cultured preachers you cease to find its shadow. 
Tne low, ignorant whites and credulous biaeks - 
pill dream gf devils with horns, hoofs, and, 
forked p and smell the sulphur and dread 
the fire; but the happy few who are science- , 
taught hav forever given itup, snd many de- 
Glare that the Bills dona at sats F7 E imina 


" Wait a minute, my dear,” said Mrs. Spoop- 
endyke, looking at bim earnestly. Then she 
went behind him and fished out ihe prayer- 

00 : 


k, : 
otit, didn't yov?" he growled. " Had it all 
the time, I s’pose. Where was it, anyway?” 
"In your cont-tail pocket, dear," and Mre, 
Spoopeudrke jabbed the powder puff in her 
avon. and stalked down stairs. leawing hax Hawa 
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the English language. 
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A New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY, 
BY F. E,,ASPINWALL, M.D., 
Graduate of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College . 
and the New York Phrenological 

Institute. f 


This work is intended both as. a chart for the 
use of phrenologists and a text-book for stu- 
dents of phrenology, As a chart it wil be 
found fuller and more complete than any Other . 
work of its size on this.subject, It contains in 
addition to the “Table of Developments," one 
of “Adaptation to Different Pursuits,” and one 
of “Conjugal Adaptation.” ‘These tables being 
perfectly easy to understand, are calculated to 
render the work at once both interesting and 
useful. 'The work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
functions, health, ste, and all the faculties and 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvemenr, Its explanation 
of the principles of phrenology, eto,; and its 
other important remarks will be found well 
adapted to the needs of students and others 
who may desire to acquire an elementary knowl- 
edge of phrenology with as little outlay of time 
and labor as possible. In short, this work will 
be found well adapted to the needs of both stu. 
dents and phrenological examinere. 

The work contains 105 


ayes, with an excellent 

mup of the head, show ng the locations of all 

the faeulties, and is handsomely printed and 

bound. Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth. 75 cents, 
ddress p. M. BENNETT, 

141 Eighth 8t., 'N Y. 
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* GLEBGYMAN'S VICTIMS. 


A Radical Romance. 
—BY— 
MRS. J. E. BALL. 


This pamphlet of over 100 pages isa pleasing 
animated, domestic story, presenting Liberal 
thought in an agreeable manner, and will be 


2|read by thousands where heavier, drier, and 


more philosovhical_and metaphysigal works 
It i$ & goad story to lend 


GATA ON f eisai WEN 
Vol. 6. No. 87, ( SYR i peiner 


Notes and. Clippings. 


. Loox out fora clergyman of medium size, fair | 


complexion, smooth face, very light moustache, 
and about 30 years old. He is the Rev. O, L. 
Crowther, & swindling fugitiv from Findlay, O. 


A OHUBOH warden, in taking up à collection. 
on acertain Sunday not very long ago ina 
western village, handed the plate to a stranger, 
who said," Go on, I’m a deadhead; I've got a 
pass.” : : EN Ul : 

Cora L. V, R108MOND, the spiritual clairvoy- 
ant, explains that the spirit after death is not 
elothed in external garments, fashioned’. as 

, earthly garments are, but affectionate friends, 
spirits who are in sympathy, gather around 

, and adjust the raiment. Garments are woven 
of atmospheric conditions and'spiritual sub- 
stances Surrounding the indivi dial. 


Hers is something singular: Rev. J. W Grie- 
` berson, residing at Santa Paula. California, was 
jast week bitten. by arattlesnake, and, strange 
to aay, the minister. died, while the rattlesnake 
ived. Eminent scientists are about to examin 
the contents of that snake to see what prepara- 
tion he used before engaging in this singular 
enoeouater, : - : 


Tux Central Presbyterian has this: "She out- 


. Of the belles at one of our fashionable watering 

» places sailgd by in her decollete dress." How 
these sacred cusses do liketo come just within 
an inch of losing their immortal souls !—Com- 
mercial Advertiser. Some of them like to get 
closer than that. — Tr utlu. 


Turg eallforthe Fourth Annual Congress of 
the National Liberal L3ague will be found in 
another column.. The object of the Convention 
is set forth in the call. The League has the 
power to say which of the two shall be the next 
President, Garfield or Hancock, and it ought to 
speak with no uncertain voice, The present is 
its opportunity; it should make the moat of it, 


— (loud County Blade. : 


D. M. BENNETT, editor of the New York TRUTH 
SEEKER, who served thirteen months in the Al- 
bany Penitentiary ostensibly for sending a book 
through the. mails, but really for publishing a 
so-called Infidel paper, sailed on the 4:h inst. 
to represent the Liberals of the United States at 
the Brussels Congress, We hope he wlil be re» 
ceived in Europe as we in America are in the 
habit of receiving those Europeans who suffer 
for human freedom and human rights,— Worth- 
ington Advance. - 


A LETTER has been received at Troy from the 
Rey. Dr. Krohn (whom we referred to last week 
as being a swindler and libertin), in which he 
says he will not return. It is understood that 
charges will be preferred before the Troy Con- 
ference charging him not only with financial 
irregularities, but with immoral] practices, 
Members of the West Troy church declare that 
he kept a mistress in Troy, another in Albany, 
and a third in Watervliet, The probable action 
of the Troy Conference will prevent him from 
accepting the pastorate in, or in the vicinity of, 
Chicago, for which he was a candidate. 


No one who walks the streets of New York 
and Brooklyn oan ignore the fact that the 
Ohinese are becoming exceedingly numerous. 
At present, itis true, they confine themselvs to 
the art of washee washes, but there is no tell- 
ing how soon they. will do in New York what 
they did ten years ago in Massachusetts, and 
throw out nativ born laborers by underbidding 
them in prices. There is little use in attempting 
to ridicule the great Chinese problem: ei her 
- America ig and must be open to all who come 

. within its borders eager to earn a living or 
the Chinese must go. When a nation of hun- 
dreds of millions is the gubjeetof this discrimi- 
nation, it is difficult to see how the tenets of 
our forefathers are to be legically carried out. 
If the Ghinege-come here proportionately in as 
great numbers within the next twenty years as 
they are coming now, " melican man " wiil hav 
to go.—Trwu’h. 


Tye revision of the Bible givs rise to an inter- 
esting question of literary property. The lit- 
erary work has been done both ia England and 
America. In England Macmillan & Co, will 
nav the- copyright, they having largely borne 
the expense of the revision, They naturally 
also desire to contro] the business ia this coun. 


|] New York, Saturday, September 4, 1880. 


^ | try. Should they be protected, &nother question | their ambition is to seize them at last, I look 


still more interesting will occur. Where do the | about me and ask: What is to preventtheirsue- 


royalties;go? The book is God's book, so, at | cess? Nothing at all, in the present apathy of f 


least, we are told, and on principles of equity, | tho Lióerale at large, Healthy organization 
some part of the profits, therefore, ought to go | has eome to a complete standstill; unhealthy 
into the excheqper of heaven. But it may bə | Organizations are springing up like mush- 
said that Macmillan & Co, are the proprietors. | rooms all over theland, To go into the work 
"That, however, helps the matter very little.|of Liberal organization to-day, without the 
How do they become propriators? D3 they | keen vigilance of which Iseeno sign at present, 
hold heavenly letters patent? Is the monopoly | would be to play directly into the hands of a 
'eonferred upon them as a favor? or hav they | party that is an incarnate moral pestilence,’ 
paid forit? and if they paid for it, when and | Bennett, the vender of obscene literature, is & 
whom did they pay? But seriously, can any- | prominent light among these people, and their 
thing be more absurd than to confer upon any | great apostle is Ingersoll. Mr. Abbot's testi- 
individual a proprietary control of a divine | mony deserves to be noted.” 


de witty lady, as ons, 


revelation ? 


. Tun Massachusetts Board of Health reports 
that adulteration of staple groceries are not as 
eommon ag the publie hav.been led to suppose: 
For the purpose of test, the expert ot the Board 
took samples of flour, sugar, bread, soda, cream 
of tartar, and baking powders, obtained in 
stores in forty cities and towns, The flour was 
found in a) instances to be wholly free from 
foreign substanges, and, with the exception of 
one or two coarse varieties of brown sugar, no 
adulteration was perceptible in that article, and 
in these isolated cases there was reason for 


thinking that the defects: were due to imperteo- ! 


tions in the process of manufacture. The soda 
examined, although sold under a variety of 
Tames, 'gueh.as salératus, blearbogate;, supór- 
carbonate, and -cooking soda, was all found to 
be much the same article, and nearly all of it 
good. The poor soda was that which had not 
been properly purified: of the crude soda ask, 
but this sulphate is not injurious to health. 
Baking powders were found pure in twenty- 
four instances out of thirty-three, The adul- 
teratlon consisted in an excess of four or starch 
over that needed for mixing thesoda and cream 
oť tartar. There was also some alum found, 
In cream of tartar a considerable amount of 
adulteration was detected. 


THERE it goes again! A nephew of ex-Gov- 
ernor Hunt, of Colorado, kills a gambler from 
New York,in a dance bali at Albuquerque. 
Charles Hunt, a gambler, shot and killed 
another gambler. The papers say that there 
was & quarrel between those two gentlemen 
over a " depraved woman." Now, what is a de- 
praved woman? She is one who is looked up 
to by that noble animal, man, when he is lower 
in the scale of lifethan the one who made her a 
victim. A woman who has had her passions 
overheated by a man; who has been ruined by 
the gossips of her own sex, who being bloodless 
aze therefore passioniess, or whe being igno- 
rant are therefore garrulous and gossipy. She 
is the victim who by the hand of lust: has been 
thrown from a home into a ditch, and. who.belng 
helpless fs therefore depraved. "Men are never 
depraved. They are gentlemen. They get 
roaring drunk, foolishly besotted, wickedly in- 
human, but are never depraved. They make 
love to unfortunates whose nature is to cling 
to somebody, who are thrown into hell by the 
religious element, who hav no society to enter 
save that of the wild and fearful, who do openly 
what many real nice folks do in private, who do 
without the marriage ceremony what many 
others do with itas a protection, who liv upon 
men who are willing to support them, and, 
therefore, are depraved. Well a well Tae 


ABOUT 8 o'clock on Thursday evening of last; world is full of those who are wjlting to be sup- 
week, Prof. E. O. Pickering, Director of the; ported. Bloodsuckers of church, state, poli- 
Harvard Observatory, was so fortunate as to | tics, enterprise, socie'y, and the so-called affec- 
make a discovery which haa been characterizad | tions; but none are depraved except those who 
as one of the most important discoveries in | 8re openly or secretly hired and supported by 
stellar physics of the present century. .Prof,| that nobie animal—man. Depraved woman | 
Pickering uses in some of his investigations a | There must be something good in & woman 
prism, placed between the object-glass and the | Over Whom a quarrel is waged by gentlemen, 
eye-piece of his telescope, and this apparatus, therefore we doubt the correccness of the state- 
of his own device, has led him to the following | Rent as to the character of the woman who, il 
observations: In the ordinary telescope a star | 8b has lived to no other good purpose, has in- 
is seen as a point of light, hardly larger than it} Sirectly rid the earth of one useless being.— 
appears to the naked aye. With the instrument | Denver Great West, 
containing the prism a star, instead of giving} Iris refreshing to find an expression in one 
the appearance of a point of Jight, is drawn out | of Talmage’s sermons having the advantage, 
into a continuous band, When, however, the | which bis sermons do not generally enjoy, of 
telescope with the prism ia directed to a plane- | combining good sense and fact. Last Sunday 
tary nebula, the light is collected into a star-like | he said, ‘Instead of the church converting the 
point without any band, and these facts enable | world, the world is converting the church.” 
the astronomer to distinguish instantly between | This remark is strictly true. The world is con- 
a star and a planetary nebula, This principle | verting the church, and it has been converting 
has already enabled Prof. Pickering to discovez | the church for centuries. With greater success, 
several planetary nebula. On Thursday even- | however, during the few years just past, The 
ing (Aug. 26th) an object was observed which | church taught that the earth was flat and that 
presented the appearance of two star-like|the sun daily moved over it. This teaching 
points within the band, in the modified tele-| was based upon the Bible. The world taught 
scope, Astronomers do not venture to express | the church better, and the church teaches that 
any decided opinion as to what the newly-dls- | nonsense no more. Tae church taught that the 
covered object is. It is entirely different from ' world was created six thousand years ago in 


anything heretofore observed in the telescope, i six days. This teaching was also based upon 
and is regarded as a ve. y important object for; the Bible. Tae world again taught th» ehurch 


investigation. 


Tux extent to which Mr, F. E. Abbot is acting 
as the ally of the orthodox malignanta may be 
judged by the appearance of the following arti- 
cle inthe weekly Witness of this city—the most 
malignantand querulous cf all the organs of 
orthodoxy: "F. E. Abbot, the leader of the go- 
ealled Liberal party, but really Atheistical par- 
ty, BAy8,' I hav been a keen watcher of ihe 
weather-signs in the sky of reform for years. 
and an editor has better opportunity than oth- 
ers for this kind of watching, There isa thun- 
der-storm brewing ahead, unless Liberalism is 
indeed the morally rotten aad worthiess thing 
that orthodoxy says jt is, i do not mean a 
storm from without. That is to be expected at ; 
all times, But I do mean a storm ‘from within. 
Liberalism has got to-day to show what stuff it 
is made of; it has got to come to a fair and 
equare understanding with itself. For two 
years and a half the very worst elements ia 
soclety (outside of the distinetivly criminal 
classes) hav been seizing more and more the: 


 gatrol of organized Liberal movements ; and 


bettar, and now the church coucedes that tha 
world was long ages in reaching its present 
condition. .Tne church taught the divine 
origin of slavery. This is also based upon the 
Bible, but the world again showed it iis error, 
and now slavery is reckoned by the church a 
curse and asin. The church taught that men 
ought to be persecuied and massacred for un- 
belief. The world taught it to respect the 
sauciity of the human person and of human 
life. And now the church is teaching thread- 
bare, though harmless, creeds, which the world 
is rapidly teaching it are false and barbarous. 
And while all this is going on the church is 


| really making no progress, unless its folowing 


the lead of the world may be called progress. 
Tt spends thousands in its foreign -missionary 


; enterurises without making any iuroad into the 


faiths of heathendom. It spends thousands in 
home missionary efforts without converting 
any but those whose early education has pre- 
pared them to be converted, and who in belief 
hav never been away from the chureh, but only 
out of ils recognized membership. Verity, Tal- 
mage is rigat. * lustead of the church Convert- 
jax the world, the world {a converting the 
ghurghe" HA vU. gd DUREE: yo P 
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` Events of the Week. 


Grann is out for Garfield. 

BUTLER is out for Hancock. 

Haves is golog to California. 

THURLOW WEED is in very poor health. 

JoHN SHERMAN has taken the stump for Gar« 
fleld, . 

Tuas ribbon weavers of Patterson, N, J , are on 
astrike, ` 

Two firms of St. Paul, Minn., lost $525,000 by 
fire last week. T n 

Dr, ORARLES T. JACKSON, the eminent geolo- 
gist, died last Sunday. i 

Oner OunAY, of the.Utes, has gone to the 
happy hunting grounds. 

PREMIER GLADSTONE is making atour of the 
English coast for bis health. 

Tae Hornellsville meetiig commenced on 
Wednesday to last flve days. : 

81. JUL'EN, the wonderful trotter, made & 
mile in 2:11} at Hartford last week, 


T.C. LznAND has gone West and will attend 
the Marshalltown, Idwa, eamp-meefing. 


. SANFORD R. GIFFORD, & prominent artist of | 


‘this.city, died on the Wih, of pneumonia, 


Two MeN were hàng in Texas the other day, ` 


They were to bang a third, but he escaped. 


Guzkck has doubled its army. The chances 
for a "Earopeaa complication” are improving. 


THE stermer Marine City, of Detroit. was 
burned to the water's edge last Sunday. Eight 
persons were lost, 


THES. Louls and Southeastern Rallroad owes 
between $12,000 000 and $13,000.000, and is to be 
sold to satisfy the debt. 


VENNOR predicts hot weather the first of 
S3-ptember, to ba followed during the month 
with rainy and cold weather. 


Tse Spanish government has banished sev- 
eral hundred Cuban patriots to the islands of 
Mariana, a most unhealthy place, 


LawxkR Munpy of Crosby's Society has com- 
meneed to wage & War on the hotels of Coney 
Island which sell liquor on Sunday. 


SUPERINTENDENT WALLING reports to Mayor 
Oooper that ninety-one arrests of lottery men 
hav been made in this city since last December, 


THE French Ohamber of Deputies desires 
that the religious decrees be enforced; and M. 
Lepere, a friend of Gambetta, says they will be 
carried out to the letter. i 


TzuEcensus takers of this city hold daily meet- 
ings to protest agatnst the action of the govern- 
ment in cut'ing down thtir pay for services 
performed. 


AN excursion train onthe Housatonic Rail- 
road collided with a freighttrain. The engin- 
eer of the ex:ursion train was killed, but the 
passengers eescap: d. 


GxN.GnaANTS Cousin has been taken to Colo- 
rado by # United States marshal, where he is 
wanted for $18,000, being that much short in his 
account with Uncle Sam. 


Itis said that over 28,000 persons are desti- 
tute in Kinsas, and in danger of starving. A 
meeting was huld in St. Louis last Saturday to 
take measures for their rellef, 


Five young men were crushed to death by a 
low bridge whil» riding on the top ofa car on 
the Lowell and Lawrence railroad, about three 
miles below Lowell, on the 28th, 


Tare Dmocra's of Kansas hav nominated 
Miss Sarah E. Brown for Superintendent of 
Publis Ins ruction. She is at present Superin- 
tendent of Public Schools of Douglass county. 


THE regular Demeeratie State Committee of 
New York has called a convention to nominate 
a candidate for Judge of the Court of Appeals. 
Tammany will withdraw its candidate, and the 
Democratic family is once more united, 


A TESRIFIO hurricane swept over the island of 
Jamaica last week. Shipping, dwellings, pub« 
lic puildings, and plantations were destroyed. 
lt is estimated that the island haa been aet haak 
two yere by the storm, ^ EN DINE 
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Communications. 


Mr. Wakeman on the Postal Laws, 


To THE EDITÒR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Mr. 
Wakeman concedes the power of Congress’ to pass laws 
against the importation of obscene publications, but denies 
that it has the same power to “regulate” the mails, on the 
ground that it is authorized to “establish post-offices," but 
not to regulate them, This is very strict construction. 
Under that rule, Çongress has no right to fix the rates of 
postage ; ıt cannot “‘ regulate” the transmission of mailable 
matter; it cannot enact that it has exclusiv power to carry | 

* letters or to prosecute common carriers for carrying them. 
His rule proves too much. 

The colonies never had separate colonial post-offic» estab- 
lishments. The people never delegated them the power to 
establish or regulate them. In 1775 the Continental Con- 
gress abolished the royal mail, and established its own post- 
office system, as a national matter. It has been so since. 
Congress before the adoption of the Constitution ''regu- 
lated" tbe mails. Since then it has passed acta entitled acts 
to '' regulate the post-office establishment.” From the days 
of Chief.Justice Marshall to the Jackson case, the power 
of Congress to regulate the maile, the rates of postage, the 
classes of mail matter, and the creation of new classes of | 
mailable matter, has been conceded. In the Jackson case 
it was expressly upheld. This disposes of Mr. Wakeman’s 
Constitutional argument on the Po wer of Congress to regu- 
late the mails, 

He arguzs as though the law givs a terrible and unwar- 
rantable power, because in general terms it declares obscene 
publications unmailable, and claims that this makes every 
postmaster and postal agent an inspector of the moral char. 
acter of publications, 

Mr. Wakeman knows that there is a general knowledge 
among men asto what is and what is not obscene. He 
knows that one class is obscene—'' works Written for 
the single purpose of corrupting the morals of youth and of 
a nature calculated to stock the common feelings of decency 
in any well-regulated mind.” Of this class of books he said 
in the Bennett trial, * The publication and circulation of 
this class of books are conducted in a secret, ob- 
scure, and covert mainer, and not openly.” 

Another definition he indorsed was that that was obscene 
“ which cffends modesty and is indecent, lewd, and tends 
to the creation of lascivious desires.” 

This class of books is undoubtedly meant in the declara- 
tion of Congress that obscene books are unmailable. Is it 
a violation of, the freedom of the press to prohibit the mail- 
ing of such matter? Let the discussion be kept down to the 
issue actually made. Ihav not taken up the question of 
merchandise made for lewd purposes, nor lottery tickets, 
nor articles or medicins for the procurement of abortion. 
These come under a different head from “ publications” as 
such, and the constitutional guarantee of the freedom of the 
press has nothing to do with them. They come under the 
head, more properly, of commerce; the nation stepping in 
88 à common Carrier, taking these parcels at cheap rates, 
haa under its general power to regulate commerce the 
power to define what it will carry under the head of third 
or fourth-clags matter; also to mske regulations to deter- 
min) whether letters are being carried under the guise of 
second, third, or fourth-class matter. The espionage over 
this matter is by law confined to postmasters at the office of 
delivery. Mr. Wakeman should Keep to the point, and not 
go off ia a general tirade about the regulations against abor- 
tioniste, lottery dealers, and persons whoemploy the secrecy 
of the mails to defraud their fellow-men, 

Anthony Comstock and his work call forth the ire of Mr. 
Wakeman, and he charges that what he does he does as a 
limited special agent, and that he exercises an espionage 
over the mails. This matter has been tested ‘in open court. 
Mr, Wakeman cross-examined Mr. Comstock. He answered 
that he was ‘chief special agent" for the Society for the 
Suppression of Vice; that he was authorized to seize ob- 
scene books or prints ‘‘uuder the law of the state of New 
York ” with a search-warrant ‘‘ based on affidavit;" that in 
serving out search-warrants he acts ‘‘ generally as executiv 
officer of the Society.” 

Mr. Comstock further testifies to what he did in that case 
as special agent of the Post-Office Department. He said he 
sent an ‘official order to the Granville postmaster, as a 
special agent of the Post-Office Department for the purpose of 
detecting crime in the Post. Cffice Department, that I would use 
a certain box in his office for that purpose, and he was to 
forward to me in an cfficial envelope anything that came to 
that box." Also that he procured an envelope from that 
post-office postmarked with its stamp, which. he registered 
in New York and sent to Mr. Bennett. 

If Mr. Comstock had the large power of espionage claimed 
by Mr. Wakeman, it would not hav been necessary for him 
to use such circumlocution to obtain evidence. All he did 
as special agent was to use the means allowed special agents 
for the ordinary purposes for which they were appointed. 
Neither the postmaster at Granville nor the clerk in New 
York who registered the letter, so far as the evidence shows, 
knew that Mr. Comstock was ordering au unmai'able book, 
The law prohibited them from knowingly aiding or abetting 
“ any person engaged in any violation of the provisions of 
law prohibiting importing, advertising, dealing in, exhibit- 
ing, or sending or receiving by mail obscene or indecent 
publications ” (Sec. 1, 253, R. Stat.). 

It was a penitentiary oftense for Comstock to order ob- 
scene publications to be sent by mail. He caused them to 
be deposited. He aided and abetted Bennett, if Bennett 
was guilty under the law. He knew that the post office 
officials could not lawfully aid him it they knew he was or- 
dering an obscene book. 


The evidence shows that if Bennett was a criminal, Com- |. 


stock surreptitiously and criminally used the appliances of 
the department to further his schemes as ‘‘chief executiv 
agent” for the Society for the Suppression of Vice, 

Mr, Wakeman, after the testimony was in, made his 
opening speech, in which he.said that society had ** suffered 
from the exuberant z2al of their chief executiv agent." 

** Who is it,” he asked, ‘‘that stands here directly respon- 
sible for the inauguration of. this charge, for the arrest of 
this citizen, and for putting in motion the machinery of this 
court? Why, it is the chief executiv agent of this s society, 
Anthony Comstock, and no one else, 5 d f 

This disposes of the presènt chie that Comstock did 
what he did as special agent of the post-office department. : 

Having proved that the Society for the Suppression of 
Vice had set on foot thia trial, and furnished the evidence 
for the prosecution, Mr. Wakeman spoke of that society 
with a tenderness and respect the converse of his present de- 
nunciations of the administration. He said in regard to the 
charter of that society: ** Well, there may be a diversity of 
opinion as to the propriety of such legislation, but your rep 
resentativs hav made the law, hav incorporated this society, 
and I think and I know for a good purpose, with a good de- 
sign, with a most commendable intent, and I wish them in 
the performance of the specific duty placed in their hands 
by the legislature every possible Godspeed; and we are not 
here. Iam not here, gentlemen, to find fault with that so- 
ciety if it keeps within its bounds and executes its duty and 
its trust and its powers with all the care that is possible. I 
am here to say that they hav done hard work, great good, 
and for which we owe them our sincere and hearty thanks; 
but it is a fact that that society has in it imperfections, like 
every other organization, whether individual or corporate.” 

This is a full indorsement, not only of the law chartering 


‘| this society, which in general terms authorizes it to suppress 
the trade in or circulation of obscene literature and articles | 


of indecent and immoral use, as ‘‘ forbidden by the laws of 
the state of New York or of the United States,” and givs its 
agents large police powers and one-half the fines imposed in 
prosecutions it may bring. 

Contrast that with Mr., 
the postal laws, 

He said further of Comstock: ‘‘If he, the chief executiv 
agent of this society, wished to hav suppressed this book, 
wished to hav put this publication out of existence, so far 
as this defendant is concerned he could hav done it without 
the least difficulty if he had only adopted the machinery 
which he states to you was Within his power. He could 
simply hav made an affidavit, obtained a warrant, and (tak- 
ing the responsibility) walked into the store of my client 
and taken possession of every one of the copies of this 
pamphiet and had them destroyed; or he could hav had this 
gentleman arrested and tried in our county court without 
the aid of the jndiciary of the United States, without calling 
our people here in this capacity. The state statute ts the 
proper law That authorized him to go into this shop and 
take these pamphlets and destroy them, and if he chose to 
hav him punished by state authority it could hav been done 
if the charge against the pamphlet is a true charge." 

The arbitrary power of an agent of this society to arrest a 
bookseller, confiscate and destroy suspected buoks, is con- 
ceded by Mr. Wakeman. This purpose he says is a proper 
purpose. When Mr. Comstock as its agent makes a mistake 
of is guilty of oppression, and is notified by the Attorney- 
General of the United States that indictments will not be 
found for printing an ** Open Letter to Jesus Christ,” Mr. 
Wakeman kindly calls it ‘‘exuberant ‘zeal of the chief ex- 
ecutiv agent." . Mr. Wakeman does not denounce the charter 
which givs Mr. Comstock authority to prosecute for viola- 
tions of Uaited States laws against obscene publications. 
His authority to act as informer, to search and seize sus- 
pected property, is confined by state law. Mr. Wakeman is 
satisfied with this, He says in effect, as he said in Hey- 
wood's case, ‘‘ You hav long-standing and sufficient laws on 
the whole subject in Massachusetts, and if Mv. Heywood had 
been found guilty. under them I should hav left the matter to you 
as her citizens; I should never hav come here to enter a protest.” 

The sum of Mr. Wakeman’s. loud shriek about the inva- 
sion of free speech is that he is a state rights man, and 


.Wakeman’s present comments on 


don’t want the rigbt of the state trenched upon by United 


States officials. He wants the state to enforce ali laws 
against obscene literature; the United States to enforce 
none. The right of another to print and own books which 
may by mistaken zeal be deemed obscene may be im- 
peached by the state. He will enter no protest. But let the 
United States simply declare obscene books to be unmail- 
able, and he cannot find words strong enough to condemn 
this invasion of state rights. The state of New York, in 
carrying out the provision of the Constitution, that ** no law 
shall be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech 
or of the press," has given the Sociéty for the Suppression 
of Vice extraordinary powers, and creates its special agents 
sleuth-hounds on the trail of obscene literature. This is an 
eminently *'proper statute," which, as well as the society 
itself, Mr. Wakeman gushingly indorses. 

All this talk on his part about the invasion of free speech 
by the postal law is shown to be sheer cant, 

I cannot accept Mr. Wakeman's plea of ignorance on my 

part in regard to the law covering all fines imposed under 
the postal laws into the United" States Treasury. The dis- 
tinction between fines and penalties and forfeitures has been 
well defined since 1812, when Judge Story held that “ pen. 
alties and forféitures " must be restrained to such as might 
be recoverable by civil process zn personom et ın rem, (United 
States os. Mosun, 1 Gall., 186.) 
. Rec. 57 of the Act of ‘1872 required all fines and penalties 
to be paid into the Treasury except “such part thereof as 
may by law belong to the party informing or prosecuting for 
the same,” 


Mr. Wakeman has not cited the United States’ statute 
which give a moiety of the flne for mailing obscene publi- 
Cations to.an informer. Such a statute never existed, | 
Sections 284 and 287 gave.a moiety of the pecuniary pen- 
alty imposed for breaking bulk on ship, before delivering all 
the letters on board or for concealing letterg in packages on 


'ship board, or on cars, or other vehicles, for the purpose of 


defrauding the revenue, In these cases questions of reve- 
nue were involved. Sec. 817 provided for the: moiety of 
seizing-officer in such cases, 

The law of 1872 is not in-force. Secs. 284 and 237 hay 
been embodied in the revised statutes, Secs. 57 and 317 
hav been consolidated and materially amended, and now 
constitute Sec. 4,059 R. B., which reads: 

“AJl penalties and forfeitures imposed for any violation 
of law affecting the Post;Office Department for its revenue 
or property, shall be recoverable, one-half to the use of the 
person informing and prosecuting for the same, . . , 
All fines collected for the violation of such laws shall be 
paid into the Treasury for the use of the Post- Office Depart- 
ment." 

Sec.-4,050, R. B., provides that “‘all fines and penalties im- 
posed for any violation of the postal laws, except such part 
as may by law belong to the informer or party prosecuting 
for the same, . ` shall be deposited in the Treasury 
under the direction of the Postmaster- General as part of the 
postal revenue." 

Laws imposing a fine for mailing unmailable matter are 
not laws which affect the Post.Office Department for. its 
** revenue or property.” The law expressly prohibits revenue 
from obscene prints or pamphlets. 

Mr. Wakeman in his devotion to state rights seems to hav 
neglected a careful study of statute Jaw as well as judicial 
decisions. W, 8. Buss. 

— eoe 


Liberals and Politics. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In theory 
ours is a government of the people, but in practice we are 
governed by the party politicians and the machine, This 
fact is so notorious as to need no proof, and will be accepted 
as true by Liberals of every shade of opinion. It makes no 
difference which party is in power, the wire-pullers and | 
machine managers control the government. The evil is in 
the system, and is too deep-seated to be cured by any change 
of parties. 

Of course the ‘‘ machinists” are forced to pay. a certain 
amount of attention to the wants and notions of their con- 
stituents, and in a great crisis like that of the war the people 
dictate the policy of the country, and the politicians obey 
the popular will enough to keep possession of the machinery 
and run it in the interest of patriotism until they can run it,. 
as before, for their own benefit. 

While the system remains as it is and has been ever Since 
the doctrin, ‘‘To the victors belong the spoils,” and the 
practice based upon it, hav prevailed, the politictans are 
sure to defeat any attempt at reform on the part of Liberals 
and Progressivs, for the reason that in the game of politics 
the former are professionals; and amateurs are alwaya beaten 
in contests with those who make such things a business. 

If, however, we can discover what creates and maintains 
the party politician, we, the people, may be able success- 
fully to escape his baneful influence by abolishing the cause 
and him with it, 

Albert Stickney has written a book called ‘‘ A True Re- 
pubiic," which: ought to be read by every Liberal seeker of 
the truth, who is determined to follow it whithersoever it 
may lead, in which he considers and discusses this question 
in a very able and vigorous manner, and ‘comes to the con- 
clusion—and, as I think, correctly—that the root of the evil 
is the ‘‘term system.” 

So long as our public servants are elected or appointed 
fora term of years, and depend for continuance in office 
upon the success of the party which put them there, with 
little or no reference to their fitness for the discharge of its 
duties or their actual conduct of the business of the office, 
so long inefficiency in the work they ought to do, and 
efficiency in the party machine work which they ought not 

to do, will be the rule, 

Perhaps all my Liberal friends will not agree with me 
that the term system is, as Mr, Stickuey believes, at the 
root of the difficulty, but I beg any who doubt to read his 
book before deciding that it is not, and after that, if they 
still differ, to favor us with a criticism of the book, and. a 
statement of what the evil is caused by, with hints of a 
remedy, since we all agree that a monstrous wrong does 
exist, and that we are somehow virtually cheated out of a 
voice in the selection of our lawgivers and rulers, 

It seems to me that this would be a much more profitable 
work for Liberals to engage in than any party politics what- 
Boever, Especially do I regret to see our friends waste their 
energies or their hopes for any good to the Liberal cause in 
an attempt to bring back to power a party whose past his- 


tory, recent and remote, proves it to be democratic only in 
name; a party which manages to be on the anti-Liberal side, 
or the side of oppression, and against the rights of the peo- 
ple at every critical period of the nation's life; a party 
which, during its long career of power, was governed by 
the Southern oligarchy, the most ignorant Northern vote, 
and the Catholic church, It is still so governed. No Dem- 
ocratic wire-puller, however honest and Liberal he may per- 
sonally be, can retain his hold of power or be allowed to 


i run the machine unless he runs it in the interest of those 


elements. 


| All eur political parties tend to the level of their most 


numerous and lowest constituents, and it is because the 
masses of the Republican party are more intelligent and 
think more for themselvs that their leaders are forced to 
. giv more heed to the real interests of the country than the 
1 Democratic party ean do, 
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Can any Liberal believe that the Democratic party would 
ever carry outa policy or seriously advocate mégsures not 
approved by the Catholic church? They never hav done 
80, because to do it would be suicide, and they will never 
die in that way. Neither would or could they commit sui- 
cide by doing anything not desired by the South, since the 
Majority of their electoral votes come from there, although 
it is notorious that this would not be so if the negro vote 
could be freely cast and honestly counted. l 

It was, in my opinion, a great political blunder to giv the 
freedman the vote in the way in which: it was done. It 
was certain to end in a hollow mockery, a travesty of justice 
and suffrage. But as it was done, itis a gross outrage to 
render that vote nugatory, as is done by the Southern Dem- 
ocrats; and this crime against liberty furnishes a sufficient 

‘reason for not striking hands with the party whose only 
hope of regaining the power which they abused is through 
that monstrous violation of the first principles of democracy 
and human rights, 

OF course, under a system so inherently vicious ag ours, 
the party in power must always be open to severe criticism; 
and the Republicans, while they hav carried the country 
through a great war and the consequent hard times, are by 
no means to be defended for all their acts, But it would be 
the greatest unwisdom, in order to punish the leaders who 
hav done wrong, to throw open the offices and the treasury 
to a crowd of hungry cfüce-seekers and starved politicians 
whose only idea of reform is a change in all officials and a 
free distribution of the public funds to partially compensate 
the South for their losses during the war. If the spoils be- 
long to the victors, they would certainly in this case belong 
to the South, for they would hav furnished the great major- 
ity of the votes, and would necessarily dictate the policy of 
the administration. 

This is not saying that they would attempt to restore 
slavery or to secede, but it is inconceivable that they should 
favor secularization, or separation of church and state, or 
civil service reform, or any measure desired by Liberals. 
Perhaps the Republicans will not do much either, but at 
least they will not undo what of good has been done in the 
direction of civilservice reform, for the great majority of 
those who favor better methods of administration of the 
government are in that party. They will not check our 
financial, and industrial, and commercial prosperity as the 
Democrats of the South would be very apt to do if the 
utterances of Wade Hampton in Virginia are correctly re- 
ported. "Whether he actually used those words or not, and 
as yet they stand uncontradicted, all who know the South 
recognize the sentiments as those sincerely held by that sec- 
tion of the country. I quote: ''Consider what Lee and 
Jackson would do were they alive. 


principles for which they fought for four years. Remember 


~ mthe men who poured forth. their life-blood upon Virginia's 


soi], and do not abandon them now. Remember that 
upon your vote depends the success of the Democratic 
ticket." Has the South ever inaugurated any progressiv 
idea, or when they had the power ever passed any measure 
in aid of progress—free men, free speech, or free thought ? 
Not one, Why should they? How could they? Their 
great cleim is that they are conservativ, that they hav no 
isms, and who will dispute their claim ? Is the other great 
controling element in the Democratic party, the Catholic 
church, likely to advocate any progressiv measures? Are 
.they the chosen champions of the Liberals, to advance and 
maintain for us free government, free speech, and free 
thought? Do the people flourish where the church rules ? 
Ia our country are the voters whom the churci controls the 
most intelligent, the beat educated in American ideas, and 
therefore the most fit to govern us ? 

Is any Liberal fresh enough to suppose that in the im- 
probable event of the success of the so-called Democratic 
party the Liberals would hav any voice in shaping its pol- 
. iey ? Icannot believe it, It is true that we hav little to 

hope directly from either party. But that is no reason for 
destroying the little good we hav and postponing the 
chances of forming a real party of progress for no one can 
tell how losg. Let us work in our own way, promulgating 
the truth as fast as we see it, and when the time comes let 
us unite our forces and put forward those principles and 
: men representing them which will make our country really 


free. F., B. CABOT, 
e 


Whom Shall We Vote For? 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: This is 
the question now before the country ? Itis well, therefore, 
for every one to define his position, And I am more proud 
of Tus TRUTH SEEKER now than ever, because it permits 
everybody to define the color and complexion of his poli- 
tics. For several weeks past I hav read the correspondence 
in its columns relating to the party issues with great interest. 
I am not disposed to be a partisan, I want no party to own 
me, AsI now view politics and politicians, I can look upon 
the scrub partisan, the party hack, only as a dog under the 
wagon. 

Ever since I hav had a vote I hav cast it for the Repub- 
lican ticket.. But that party has received its last vote from 
me. Since it has sold out to capital, creed, and corrup- 
tion, it is beyond redemption. I am glad to know that 
thousands of Liberals who, like myself, hav supported this 
party now turn from it with utter abhorrence. 

But if I leave my party, or it has left me, for whom shall 
I vote in the coming presidential election? Iam in princi- 
ple a Greenbacker, I regard reform in our monetary system 
as of most vital importance. But we cannot succeed in 
achieving this reform immediately. It is doubtful whether 
the Greenback ticket will carry one state. It certainly will 


not carry any state without uniting with the Democratic 


party. Greenbackers will show their strength by voting 
gheir ticket solid, but they yill ezert their influence practi- 


These are the same 


cally by uniting with the Democrats. In the history of the 
Greenback cause in Maine we hav an. illustration of the 
practicability and utility of this alliance. No state in the 
Union ever made the Republican Belshazzar tremble ag did 
Maine two or three years ago. "The Greenbackers and 
Democrats united and were victorious, Nor has such union 
tended to disintegrate the Greenback party. It is stronger 
there to-day than ever before. The Greenback principles 
will keep, and will constantly grow more popular. Let us 
remove the present party from their arduous labors, and giv 
them arest. It will teach them, besides, that this is the 
people's government, and while they are meditating on this 
in retirement their condition may teach the new administra- 
tion the necessity of listening to the voice of the people, the 
necessity of dispensing justice. My voice and vote are for 
Hancock, - W. 8. BELL . 
P. S.—In all my lecturing in the West I never received a 
good friendly notice from a Republican paper, but I bav 
had scores of candid criticisms of my lectures in Demo- 
cratic papers. Wherefore this thusness ? W.S. B. 


Some More ** Chatter.” 


To THE EDITOR or Tae TRUTH. Seexer, Gir: As 
an admirer of the Taz TRUTH SEEKER I acknowledge a good 
deal of solicitude as to the effect its ‘‘new departure” will 
hav upon its prosperity. Many of its best friends here- 
abouts doubt the wisdom of its course. Still we may hope 
for the best when we find that both sides are granted a 
full hearing, and no Liberal ought to oppose the fullest dis- 
cussion of all subjects. . 

Iam nota partisan. Icare nothing for à name. Iclaim 
to be utterly independent of all cliques and parties. Yet I 
feel constrained to offer a vigorous protest against tendering 
to the Democratic party the support of the Liberals as a 
body. 

It is not to be wondered at that Mr. Bennett, smarting 
under the indignities put upon him, should fight the Repub- 
lican party so warmly, Yet many persons will look upon 
it as a personal warfare and not altogether one of principle. 
I hav read all his arguments, and rise from their considera- 
tion unconvinced. As for ‘‘Tee Cee Lee,” I always devour 
his sparkling sentences, and then, like Oliver Twist, ask for 
more, But on thia subject his bright sayings are very like, 
in the language of the negro hymn, “ bright sparkles from 
de churchyard,” the phosphoric gleam of decay. I am still 
unconvinced, and I will tell you why. 

As regards the two great parties, the Republican has 
always represented the party of progress, while the 
Democratic party represents the conservativ element. 


It is impossible, in the very nature of things, for the most 


with the Democratic party is almost too great to speak of. 

Next, the Republican party is not alone responsible for 
the objectionable Comstock laws, for if a Republican Oon- 
gress with the aid of Democratic votes passed said law, a 
Democratic Congress has made no move to abolish it. Con- 
sequently you hay no reason whatever to expect any better 
things of that party should you assist it to power. 

Bro. Lelan@proposes to defeat the Republican party in 
order to rebuke it, and unblushingly proposes to ‘‘ use" the 
Democratic party for that purpose. 

What consternation would there be in the Democratic 
camp were they aware of this fell purpose of T. C. L. to 
use their cat to pull the Liberal chestnuts out of the fire! 
How it would worry them! No one supposes for a moment 
that the aforesaid cat would appropriate the spoils, but 
would surrender them incontinently without a murmur. 
I think I see her doing it. Bro. Leland talks very confi- 
dently of our ability to kick them out again at the next 
election if they persist in refusing to toe the Liberal scratch. 
You remember the fisherman in the oriental tale who lib- 
erated the monster from the iron chest, and then found, 
when too late, he could not get him back. Had we not 
better go a little slow before we get ourselvs into a similar 
predicament ? 

I don't say that this leopard cannot change his spots, but 
I do say we havn't any evidence that he has done so to any 
perceptible extent as yet. Look at the last election in 
Alabama and see the record it bearsof him. Itis very easy 
to return the stereotyped Democratic answer, that these re- 
porta are manufactured in the North, but that answer won't 
do now any more than in the palmy days of slavery and the 
lash; they are too well authenticated. The Greenback ora- 
tors who went down thereto stump that state are unanimous 
in agreeing that free speech is unknown in the South, and 
some of them were compelled to leave in order to escape 
personal violence. They were stigmatized as “ white men 
with black hearts who came down here to divide the 
Democratic party.” ier 

I realize as much as any one how desirable it is that sec- 
tionalism should cease, But before the marriage can be 
completed between the North and the South, you hav got 


to get the consent of the latter. And, just now, that seems. 


to be an impossibility unless the former will agree to return 
to the condition—in a measure—of ante-bellum days and 
giv the South the inside of the house while the North 
browses around in the yard or sleeps in the stable. 

My dear fellow-sinners, the best of us are too prone to 
look at questions from a too circumscribed point of view. 
Standing on a plain or in a valley, our horizon 18 very nar- 
row, We can see but the most immediate objects. Let us 
climb a mountain, metaphorically speaking, and get a 
broader mental vision. 

We hav suffered some indignities at the hands of a Re- 
publican administration; true, but what do they amount to 
compared to the wrongs that are ever yet inflicted upon a 


portion of our citizens ip a part of the country now under í 


One ` 


has always pulled shead, the other has always pulled back. | 
‘cannot consistently ostracize & man on account of his relig- 


progressiv element in society to unite itself with the most i ion. For my part I am willing he shall indulge in all the 
conservativ ; hence the inconsistency of Liberale uniting | ‘psalm singing" he Choosés so long as he exercises the 


| viding they survive Herbold's assault, 


Democratic rule? Nothing. True, we hav a Comstock, 
but that frisky individual is not unknown in the South, and 
he is supplemented with the shot-gun. Until in every por- 
tion of our country, every citizen, no matter what his cclor, 
condition, or belief, may exercise his prerogative freely and 
without let or hindrance, the mission of the party that an- 
tagonizes Bourbonism js not ended. All other reforms may 
and will come efter. : à 

"What reason hav we for nopiog for anything from the 
Democratic party ? i 

Do we not know that the states that giv the largest 
Democratie majority are the most dominated by religious 
bigotry ? Do we not know that in comparison with the 
Republican North, Infidelity end Freethought are almost 
unknown in the Democratic South ? 

Do you know of a Republican state where an Infidel 
would be subjected to the brutal treatment inflicted by a 
band of Christian rufülans on Dr. Bell, in the stanch Dem- 
ocratic state of Texas, last summer? 

I lock upon the ‘‘ Liberal plank " in the Democratic plat- - 
form with a good deal of suspicion ; as some one expresses 
it, “a dodge to catch gudgeons,” Bro. Leland goes into 
ecstagies over Hancock's proclamation in Louisiana. I hav 
nothing to say against that, but why does he so carefully 
refrain from any allusion to the ''Liberal plank” in his 
letter of acceptance ? For the reason that nearly one mill- 
ion of the voters upon whom he depends for his election are 
members of that church which holds it as its first principle 
that the Catholic church is superior to the state; and, in the 
language of one of. its brightest lights, *' The state must be 
subservient to the church." 

Though T. C, L. strives hard to pierce Col. Ingersoll with 
bis poignant quill, that gentleman's wisdom and consistency 
are still plainly apparent. If the Republican party has ne- 
glected Ingersoll and failed to reward his eminent services, 
he, by his steadfast support of that party, shows that he is 
actuated by principle, and not by self-interest; and, apropos 
of the questions he proposes to ask the rival candidates, 
allow me to quote the following extract from a speech de- 
livered by Gen. Garfield, in Congress, June 22, 1874: 


The divorce between church and state ought to be abso- 
lute It ought to be so absolute that no church property 
anywhere, in any state, or in the nation should be exempt 
from equal taxation; for if you exempt the property of any 
chureh organization, to that extent you impose a church 
tax upon the whole community. 


Liberals, what more can you ask of a man than that ? 
No one could hav stated the position of Liberalism upon 
this question more fully or pertinently. And this alone 
proves that Gen, Garfield is a man of broad and generous 
ideas and instincte. What if he is à Chgistian? Liberals 


broad liberality manifested in the above extract. 

My political sympathies are with the Greenbackere, and: 
I propose some day to cast my lot with them; that is, pro- 
But for the present 
I confes; my duty seems to counsel me to put my vote 
where it will ac the most good in the way of defeating the 
Democratic party. When that is finally accomplished there 
will be a chance for the n, W party. 

Iam aware that I hav laid myself out for an operation by 
the great American scalper, but I stall “grin and bear it,” 
however severe. Come on with your “‘Kyarving” knife. ` 

Clinton, Towa, Aug, 15. W, F, Prox. 
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Mrs. Briggs to Mrs, Slenker. 


BISTER ELMiNA: I hav just finished reading your fourth 
article on ‘“ Sexual Intemperance.” I am more than ever 
convinced that no one person can know all things. I wag 
80 delighted with your first article, and that you were strong 
enough to write upon the subject, that I felt like taking pen 
in hand and congratulating D. M. Bennett for the opportu- 
nity and independence to pubiish that and future articles 
from your pen on that subject. 

Once I believed as you do; now I do toa certain extent. 
But you go to the opposit extreme. It reminds me of an 
interview between Henry C. Wright and a friend living in 
Boston. Henry taught the same as yourself, and this friend 
said to him, ** Henry, do you believe what you write thus 
and so?" “ Well, no, but by teaching, as I do, one extreme 
I hope to bring people to an equilibrium." I believe this is 
not your case, judging from my own past opinions. I hav 
talked with hundreds upon this subject, listened to scones of 
experiences, and hav had to change my mind. Much that 
you say, if not nearly all in your first three articles I in.- 
dorse, but one fact you do not understand. Man and woman 
represent a perfect globe ; either alone only one-half. If 
properly mated they are positiv and negativ, and by coming 
together temperately, spontaneously, and mutually, both are 
benefited. If there is a loss of vital force it is more thin 
made up to both by the blending of the positiv and negativ 
elements, The sexual act can be made the highest or lowest 
act in life, also the most beneficial or damaging, according 
to the intelligence or ignorance of the parties. 

I am more than pleased that this important subject. has a 
hearing, and Only hope that these hastily-written lines (after 
all our household are in bed) may inspire some others to con- 
tinue the subject and giv light upon the one subject of all 
others most important to be understood by the people. 

Fraternally thine, Ruru W, Scott BRIGGS, 


Se 

“ RATHER hot, isn't it ?" said a Sunday-school teacher to 

one of his * heathen Chines” pupils, the other day, by way 

of salutation. The wash-man looked up at the teacher with 

a face illuminated by a cherubic smile, and emphasized au 
affirmatiy nod, '' Yes, damee hotes! damee hotee}’t 
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Letter from Europe.—No. 2. 


Lonvon, Sunday Morning, Aug. 15, 1880. 

My Dzar Frienps: Here I am in this the great- 
est city of all the earth, and I don’t know of any- 
thing I can better busy myself at before breakfast 
than dropping you a few lines to tell you what 
progress we have made thus far. 

I closed my first letter as we were nearing the 
port of Queenstown in the south of Ireland. The 
Gallia did not enter the harbor, but came to anchor 
two or three miles off from shore, where a small 

. steamer belonging to the Cunard company came out 
to us, bringing us twenty or thirty passengers and 
taking thirty or forty of ours in exchange. Among 
those who disembarked at Queenstown were my 
friend S. B. Brague, wife and two sisters-in-law, 
Hon. John A. J. Creswell. and wife, Dr. Biggar, Mr. 
Burnham, and others, who went ashore there in 
order to make the tour of Ireland before visiting 
other parts of Europe. They will go to Cork, which 
lies a few miles up the harbor, to the Lakes of Kil- 
larney, Dublin, Belfast, the Giants’ Causeway in the 
extreme north of the island, and other places of in- 
terest. Some of them may likely kiss the “ blarney 
stone” before they leave. We would like to takea 
run over the Emerald Isle before we go had we time, 
but we delayed our departure from home so long 
we cannot “do "Ireland and Scotland now, but will 
have to leave them till the last thing before our re- 
turn. The Brussels , business cannot be deferred, 
and we must be there betimes. 

We put off at Queenstown one or two hundred 
bags of American mail for the different parts of 
Europe, and took some aboard as well. By landing 
the mail at that point it goes at once by rail, crosses 
St. George's Channel by steamer to Holy Head, and 
reaches London half a day earlier than if taken to 
Liverpool; and every hour counts in this world of 
ours. 

We also took on from the little steamer a quantity 
of vegetables, milk, eggs, etc., to keep us in eating 
materials to the end of our voyage. Thirty or forty 
minutes sufficed for the transfer, and we were again 
upon our course, all hands gazing after the little 
side-wheel steamer, as she made her way back into 

- the harbor. The waving of handkerchiefs was long 
kept up by people on board both boats, many of 
whom, perhaps, may never meet again. 

The day was lovely, and sitting on deck and 
watching the passing vessels and fishing-boats as we 
made our way into St. George’s Channel was decid- 
edly pleasant. We had arrived at Queenstown 
about 10 a. x., and to reach Liverpool, two hundred 
and eighty miles distant, required some twenty 
hours more. In the afternoon the wind grew 
stronger and colder, and soon became too fresh to 
be agreeable on deck. 

St. George’s Channel is wide, and we were 
again out of sight of land, seeing far less of 
the Welsh coast than I expected. We retired to 
bed for the last.time on the Gallia, knowing that we 
would be at Liverpool some time during the night. 
We reached the mouth of the harbor at about 2:30 
A.M., but the fog was so dense that we lay to for two 
or three hours until daylight made its appearance, 
when we slowly moved up the harbor toward the 
city, going very cautiously, lest we might run into 
some of the steamers or other craft constantly pass- 
ing out into the channel. It was a regular English 
fog, and did not rise till four hours after daylight, 
though the sun rose pleasantly ard tried its best to 
penetrate the British opaqueness. We were con- 
stantly on deck trying to pierce the obliquity and 
see what we could of the extensive harbor, the miles 
of dock, the piers, etc., for which Liverpool is justly 
noted. 

The city has a splendid harbor, extending for 
several miles, formed by the river Mersey (the s 
having the sound of <), as it enlarges when entering 
St. George’s Channel. The docks of Liverpool 
extend for five miles, occupying a water area of 
three hundred acres, and are of the most solid and 
permanent description, being built of granite from 
Scotland, They are at a considerable distance from 
the mainland, so that vessels can pass around inside 
of them and unload, the cargoes being placed in ihe] 


gage in the alphabetical manner in which it was 


tents. 


lowed to pass with a hurried examination. 


numerous warehouses which line the shore and stand 
upon the docks. In front of the stationary docks 
are floating piers made in compartments, the solid: 
floors being of Norway pine. Everything connected 
with the docks is of the most permanent character, 
and is in striking contrast with the New York 
piers, composed of piles and presenting a very 
wooden appearance. The docks of Liverpool were 
made to last, and will be permanent one thousand 
years from this time. They are superior to any- 
thing of the kind in the world. _ 

. Liverpool is one of the principal ports on the 
globe, and has ai immense shipping trade. Several 
lighthouses are about the mouth of the harbor, and 
numerous buoys are on either side of the passage to 
tell mariners where the rocks are which must be 
shunned. On the docks are'several towers fifty feet 
high, perhaps, many of them having clocks in them. 
These towers are all of granite, and are neat and 
handsome, as well as solid. 

We had an early breakfast, expecting to make an 
early landing, but the fog deranged our plans. The 
Gallia cast anchor in the middle of the harbor, and 
as the tide was out, we waited nearly two hours for 
tenders or lighters to come and take us to the dock. 
This time seemed long, and we were all a little im- 
patient. But after a time the two small steamers 
had all the passengers and their baggage on board, 
and we soon steamed a mile or two up to the dock. 
And here another ordeal had to be uudergone—pass- 
ing through the Custom House inspection. The 
baggage was all taken into a large room, about 
150x60 feet, and arranged alphabetically in piles on 
one side. The passengers occupied a room adjoin- 
ing, and quite anxiously waited for the examination. 
The room was well filled, and a hundred or more 
stood upon the floating pier outside. We could not 
reach the main land until duly examined. A door 
connected the waiting-room with the large one in 
which were the trunks, ete. Once in fifteen minutes 
or thereabouts this door was opened, allowing, say 
forty persons, to pass in where the baggage and 
Custom House officers were, when a hurried examin- 
tion was made. Each passenger, finding his bag- 


arranged, opened his trunk or trunks, when the offi- 
cers very courteously made what seemed a rather 
superficial or unthorough examination of the con- 
The clothing was carefully raised to see if 
anything contraband was discoverable. Whisky, 
brandy, tobacco, and cigars are the main articles 
sought for, and if found in excess of the quautity 
allowed for individual use, the regular duty is im- 
posed. The question, * Have you any whisky, to- 
bacco, or cigars?” is.put to nearly every person, and 
if the answer is in the negative the passenger is al- 


It was easy for me to answer in the negative, as I 
make no use of the articles named, and kave no oc- 
casion to carry them. When I replied to the ques- 
tion the official placed a Jabel upon my satchel with- 
out its being opened, and that gave us egress.to the 
outer world, where we were free to go whithersoever 
we pleased. This custom-house examination is some- 
thing of a bore in entering all countries, but the 
only way to avoid it is to stay at home and never 
travel * foreign countries for to see.” Isaw in the 
waiting-room a lady just from New Zealand via the 
United States. She was not a little annoyed by the 
custom-house delay and examination, but endured it 
without murmuring. By a little past 9 a.m. all had 
passed examination and scattered in various direc- 
tions to see what is to be seen. 

Mr. Rawson and myself passed some little distance 
up the docks and saw numerous fine ferry-boats well 
loaded with passengers coming in from Birkenhead, 
Bromborough, Eastham, New Brighton, Rock 
Ferry, etc. Birkenhead is immediately ‘opposite 
Liverpool and is noted for its shipbuilding. With 
the rapid development of the shipping trade of Liv- 
erpool it sprang suddenly into existence. Laird, 
the great shipbuilder, is there, and there the 
Alabama was built which so troubled our shipping 
in our late civil war. The docks of Birkenhead 
occupy an area of 500 acres, 170 of which are de- 
voted to floating docks, the remaiffder to quays, 
wharves, and warehouses. ` 

Liverpool has a large trade with America, consist- 
ing of imports of cotton, corn, and timber, and 
heavy exportations of Manchester cotton goods, etc. 
Nearly all the cotton imported into England comes 
to Liverpool. It has a population of about 450,000 
and isa very thrifty town. Its former name was 
Litherpool, but long ago its ¿A was changed to v. 
In educational matters it holds a distinguished rank, 
boasting several colleges and institutes. It is well 
supplied with public parks and public edifices, among 
which are St. George's Hall, the New Town Hall, 
the New Exchange, Corn Exchange, Custom House, 
Post-office, Art Gallery, Public Library, hospitals, 
etc. 

Liverpool is not so old as many towns in England, 
but there has been romething of a town there for 
over five hundred years. . 


"m of Calais in 1838, Liverpool contributed one 
ul 


was constituged a separate parish, having previously 
been a chapelry to the parish of Walton. Now 
there are near seventy-five churches in the town, but 
not a cathedral of any note. It has only recently 
been able to boast a bishop. There are many Catho- 
lics, Presbyterians, and Nonconformists. In 171¢ 
it obtained an act authorizing the construction of a 
dock, but for nearly half a century two wet docks 
sufficed ; they now stretch along a range of fully 
five miles, from Toxtheth Park to Kirkdale, and 
are of enormous capacity. As late as 1764 more 


-than half the African slave trade was carried on by 


ships fitted out by the merchants of Liverpool, lt- 
has since made good atonement in the promotion of 
a legitimate, healthy commerce. 

We passed up Church street, which is one of its 
principal business streets, and watehed with interest 
the lively scenes transpiring before us. We made 
our way to the Central Railway station (they rarely 
say railroad here or depot), an edifice with an arched 
iron and glass roof, and is 680 feet in length by 270 
to 110 in width. . 

After securing our seats in the next train for Lon- 
don, we had time to examine, rather hurriedly, some 
of the more prominent features of Liverpool We 
first visited St. George's Hall, an imposing and ex- 
tensive structure, in front of which are four very 
large lions made of red stone. They are larger 
than oxen, and their size, perhaps, might make them 
dangerous, but Rawson assured me they were per- 
fectly tame and harmless. Very near by is the 
Duke of Wellington, standing much larger than life 
on a beautiful column a hundred feet or more in 
hight. He and the lions appeared to agree very 
well, and one does not move till the others do. 
They have an immense amount of dignity about 
them. 

We visited the art gallery, free reading-room, and 
museum —two fine buildings standing in close conti- 
guity. In the first are two stories, divided into 


many capacious rooms filled with magnificent paint- 


ings and statuary. Enough is there to keep an 
admiring critic in deep study for weeks. But we 
did not spend that much time over them. In the 
museum are untold thousands of rare and startling . 
curiosities in all the different departments of wonder 
which compose first-class museums. I was particu- 
larly struck with the splendid collection of fossils 
and relics of past ages of the earth—the miocene, 
pliocene periods, etc. There were huge saurian rep- 
tiles, with enormous heads, bodies, jaws, feet, teeth, 
and all the rest of it, in quantity and variety suff- 
cient to make up a large catalogue, but we did not - 
take the time to note down a single specimen. We 
rather rushed through as though doing the job by 
contract. Neither could we take the time to do jus- 
tice to the library, not reading nor even opening a 
single volume. "Though I will readily admit there 
is much in the large collection worthy of notice, yet 
I am compelled to leave that pleasant duty for some 
other pen than mine. I must say, however, that 
there is one feature about the Liverpool art gallery— 
and also the library, reading-room, and museum— 
of. which I can hardly speak in too much 
praise, and one I am always in favor of patronizing 
—they are free, and every well-behaved person has 
access to them without paying a penny. The art 
gallery and building were the gift of a single Liver- 
pool individual, their cost amounting to £50,000, or 
$250,000. I am afraid there are many who, if they 
possessed that amount of money, would not give it 
away to those who would hardly thank them. But 
that man undoubtedly had a big heart. I wish every 
city and town had men with such hearts and purses. 

We saw the exterior of the Northwestern Hotel, a 
magnificent structure; the Exchange, the Custom 
House, the Town Hall, the Sailors’ Home, the Nel- 
son monument, the Seamen’s Orphanage, the Blue 
Coat Hospital, etc., but so hurriedly that I will not 
undertake to describe them. Suflice it to say they 
are all about what they should be, and do credit to 
the rich and enterprising city of Liverpool. 

The last exhibition we stopped to look at was a 
free Punch and Judy show on the street, or at least 
everyone could give just what they pleased. It con- 
sisted of puppets of Punch and Judy operating on: 
a rather diminutive stage, talking and cutting up 
pranks peculiar to themselves. If Rawson had 
stopped one more minute to look at them we would 
hay been too late for the London train, and would 
have had two or three more hours to inspect the 
Liverpool sights. But we wanted to go away. 

We intended to have come by the way of Bir- 
mingham and Stratford-on-Avon, and stop and pa 
our devotions to our esteemed friend, William Shak- 
spére, who is said to have lived at Stratford over 
three hundred years ago, but we could not make it 
convenient without bringing us too late on the route 
to this great city. So, being quite well assured that 
we would not find Willie at home if we called on 
him, we deferred the visit till a more favorabie op- 
portunity. Could we have been assured that the 
author of Hamlet and a few other little pieces was 
to be found at Stratford, we would have gone, had 
we been all night in getting there, and been under 
the necessity of nearly walking our legs off in the at. 
tempt. But alas, William has not been visible there 
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for a long time, and nobody knows for certain where | houses are also of brick, with one occasionally of 
he is. The little church, containing a rather poor|stone. I don’t think I saw a frame house between. 
bust of the great map, the house in which. he was | Liverpool and London, either in town or country. 
born, but in a modified form, are about all that are | It is very noticeable how little wood and lumber is to 
-now to be seen. But his glorious memory lives, un- | be seen, no sheds, no hovels, no corn-cribs; nothing 
dimned in the hearts of millions of admirers, and | scarcely made of wood; no fire-wood even. Coal is 
will continue to do so as long as the English lan-|everywhere used for fuel. I saw no woods except in 
guage is spoken, which, from present indications, | two or three instances, and those on pretty hilly 
will be à good many years yet. land. The country is wholly cleared, and every foot 
, English railways, their cars, etc., have peculiari-|in cultivation. - Shade trees are abundant on all the 
ties of their own. The roads are very solid and|farms and many of them beautiful, but very few 
good, the cars are about half or two-thirds the|groves and no woods, to sdy nothing of forests. 
length of ours, and are divided into compartments, | There is no rail timber and not a rail-fence in two 
crosswise, about six feet in width with two.seats|hundred miles. The fences are largely hedges, 
running crosswise of the cars and facing each other. | neatly trimmed, with some board fences, some iron 
These compartments are first, second, and third class|fences, and stone in places where stones are to 
according to the quality of their cushions. The|be had. The most of the country is quite free from 
first class has fine cushions ; the second class has a/stone and of gently undulating surface, but in the 
cheaper style of cushions, while the third class has | vicinity of Peak Forest and Chapel-en-le-Frith, 
plain cushions, and not profusely stuffed. 'These|there were considerable stone and rough hills. An 
classes arein the same train, and even over the same | immense business is done in that locality at burning 
set of wheels, so the third class man gets from Liv-|lime. The kilns are large and on the improved 
erpool to London just as rapidly as the second or j| plan, unlike any I had before seen. There are great 
first class. We did not take the first class nor the | numbers of them, and hundreds of men are employed 
second, and I will, from this little hint, leave you to |in the business. I saw in the distance a large granite 
infer which class we did take. I hearda man onthe|quarry where six hundred men are employed in 
steamer say there were only three classes of people|quarrying the stone." A large excavation had been 
who rode first class on English railways, and those | made. 
were dukes, fools, and Americans. As we deny be-| I saw women working in the harvest-fields in 
longing to the first two classes, we concluded to|several instances, some raking and binding grain. 
forego the danger of being thought not of the last| The men and women looked ruddy and healthy, 
by showing that we had some slight regard for|though I cannot deny I saw several who looked thin 
pounds, shillings, and pence. I was glad to learn|and dyspeptic. 
that it is not considered disgraceful in England for] The weather tried to be pleasant, mild, and quiet, 
a man even from America to show that he does not| but the sun seemed to be shining through a blanket, 
wish to throw his money needlessly away. There are | and the clouds looked as though they could weep at 
many here who think a man is a fool to pay ten pounds|a moment’s notice. It would not be called good 
for a finely cushioned seat when a plainer one for|haying weather in our country. I have not yet seen 
five pounds will answer just as well; and Iam glad|an hour’s bright sunshine since I have been in 
itis so. The prices of these classes of car seats are | England. © 
about like these: First class from Liverpool to Lon-| I could not help noticing the splendid character 
don, over two hundred miles (I will state it in Amer-| of the roads in the country ; all are macadamized 
ican currency), $10 ; second" class, $7 ; third class, | and as smooth and perfect as could be wished, but I 
$5. Need any further explanation be made why we | saw but few carriages upon them; not much riding 
did not take the first class ? about for pleasure; I judge every man is working 
One way they have here that I cannot specially | to secure the crops. 
commend, and that is the locking of passengers in| The horses are large and strong, but I did not see 
their compartments, and virtually making them|many that looked like roadsters. In Liverpool and 
prisoners, making it impossible for a person to get|in this city the horses are very large and strong, 
out of the cars, of passing from one car to another, somewhat like the brewery and heavy truck horses 
or from one compartment to another. For instance,|in New York. I noticed, also, quite a number of 
Mr. Rawson and I were locked in a compartment, | small donkeys, not larger than Newfoundland dogs, 
and there we had to stay, nolens. volens. e were|harnessed into carts stfited to them. There are more 
by ourselves for a hundred miles or so, after that|in the cities than in the country, and in the aggre- 
we had four or five male companions, and when they | gate amount to a large number. I see in this city 
left, three ladies,and some children were put in with | many pony horses for light wagons and carriages. 
us, at all of which we made no complaint. We are| The profuse rains with which England has been 
nearly as meek as Moses was. recently visited are made apparent in various ways ; 
As soon as we took our seats the train began to|first, by the throwing down of the heavy wheat and 
move, aud I had my first railway ride on English grass, rendering it difficult to cut them with a 
soil. We whirled first through a series of artificial | scythe ; second, by the carrying away of bridges 
tunnels, until without the city limits, when we struck | and the standing water still to be seen in low places 
out into what seemed to me a beautiful country. Ijin many fields; third, by the striking greenness 
was eager to see all I could of English life and | which the country presents. With the exception of 
Scenery, and was prepared to take in as much as|the ripening grain fields, everything is as fresh and 
possible. I liked the country very much, and|green as in the middle of June. With us at this 
thought I had never seen one so beautiful and well|season of the year we very often have protracted 
finished. "The, peculiarities that struck me in the|drouths, which parch up our pastures and fields and 
English country homes were the neatness of the|make everything look sunburnt and yellow. Noth- 
farms, the neatness of the hedges, the snugness and |ing of that kind is seen here. Every pasture looks 
neatness of the farm houses, barns, etc. "The land] vigorous and abundant. 
is divided into much smaller fields than our Ameri-| . The fine blood cattle and sheep looked fat and 
can farms. They seem to run from an acre to|hearty, and were so often seen reclining upon the 
three, five, and six acres, not many larger. There|soft sod that one easily comprehends that they do 
is no waste land ; every foot is occupied, and made|not have to be working all the time to fill their 
to produce all that is possible. The main crops on|paunches with the succulent grass. I have seen 
the route are barley, wheat, oats, hay, turnips, beets, | many pastures in our country in August and Sep- 
beans, cabbages, etc., but I did not see a single hillj tember that were so bare of grass that cattle, sheep, 
of corn in the two hundred miles from Liverpool to} etc., were required to use the utmost diligence to 
London. The entire country looks almost like a| pick up enough during the day to satisfy the desires 
continuous garden. The crops are abundant. in|of their appetites. I have not yet seen here an im- 
quantity and appear good in quality. The hay har- | poverished, emaciated specimen of the bovine species, 
vest 18 pretty well over, and the grain harvest is|or a poor sheep; all are fat and heavy. IJ must 
about half done. From the hay lying cut and |say, too, that I think more attention is paid here to 
partly cured in the fields, I judged the yield isabout|the breeds of cattle and sheep than with us. Here 
three tons to the acre. ‘he shocks of grain are|they look to be of the first class; not long-legged 
close together, and the yield of wheat ought to be|and slab-sided, but large-bodied, square, and smooth. 
from twenty to forty bushels to the acre. 'The|Iam not sufficiently an adept in blooded cattle to 
weather has been most unfavorable for harvesting, | undertake to say what breeds are most grown here, 
it having rained a great deal within the past three|but I am quite sure that the Texas breed has not 
weeks. Much of the wheat has sprouted, and a|been largely introduced. I have seen several flocks 
great portion of the cut hay has been nearly ruined | of sheep driven into this city for the butchers, and I 
. by the continued wet. In some countries the rain | was struck with their fine, plump appearance. i 
season only lasts six months, but here it usually con-| The English, probably, beat the world in mutton, 
tinues the year around. . it being fine in quality and flavor. I have tried sev- 
Reapers and mowers are in use here, but they are | eral mutton chops, and will have to say it surpasses 
smaller than those in our country. Some of them are | much American mutton I have tasted. Mutton is 
operated by a single horse. The hay and grain is) almost a national viand here. 
also hauled in by a single horse and cart, the latter| The first large town after leaving Liverpool via 
having ladders before and behind, with something/the Midland Railway, which was the route we 
similar also at the sides. The loads are, of course,! patronized, is Manchester, on the river Irwall, a 
"much smaller than I have usually seen in America. flourishing manufacturing city, including suburbs, 
Stacking is also followed, for hay especially, the of eight hundred thousand inhabitants. There are 
stacks being in all cases an oblong square. I did not more cotton spindles and looms running in that 
see around stack. The barns, usually of brick, are|town than any other in the world, or perhaps any 
small. J saw no such large barns as are common in | five cities in the world. It is emphatically the cot- 
New York state and Pennsylvania, The farm|tonopolis of the planet, The fabrios are largely 


calicos, muslins, velvets, fustians, dimities, checks, 
tickings, jeans, and almost every kind of cotton and 
silk goods, and these go to almost every country in 
the world, and largely all through central and . 
southern Asia. There are also large iron foundries 
and chemical works, and manufactories of hats and 
various other commodities. : 

Manchéster is a city of considerable antiquity, . 
and like many of the towns in England, its name 
has been changed. In Druidical times it was called 
Mancunium, and afterwards Mancestre, and was 
one of the principal stations of the priesthood. The 
British tribe, the Brigantes, made upon a place near 
the confluence of the Zrwell and the Medlock a 
stronghold which they called Mancession, meaning 
“the place of tents,” the site of which is still called 
* Castle Field." After the departure of the Romans, 
the Britons occupied the station for nearly four 
centuries, and it was the scene of many struggles . 
between the Britons and Saxons. Its more definite 
history begins about the year 620, when Edwin, 
king of Northumbria took it, annexed it to his 
dominions, and founded a colony of Angles. In 
later times it suffered in the conflicts between the ` 
Saxons and the Danes, and in 920 was taken by 
Edward the Elder, who rebuilt the town and 
strengthened the castle. During what is called the 
civil war it was the scene of bloody contentions 
which may not be now repeated. Upon the estab- 
lishment of the commonwealth under Cromwell ita 
walls were thrown down and its fortifications de- 
molished.. 'lhe restoration was hailed there with 
acclamations of joy. In the reign of Henry VIII., 
Manchester had risen to a populous and thriving 
town and has never receded since that time. 

It has an old cathedral and numerous churches, 
which cost a mint of money to sustain. The same 
effort to keep up the almost senseless system called 
Christianity exists here that prevails all over Chris- 
tendom. The churches, the bishops, the priests, and 
all the appliances hav to be paid for by the working 
classes, but yield them a very poor recompense in 
return. In institutions of learning, from ‘colleges 
down to high schools and grammar schools, 
Manchester acquits herself most creditably. 
Among her public buildings are the Royal Ex- 
change, Corn Exchange, Stock Exchange, Free 
Trade Hall commercial buildings, assize . halls, 
various markets, etc. I noticed particularly the 
residences of the working class. "They are all plain 
brick buildings, joining each other, of two stories 
mostly, of rather narrow dimensions and uniform in 
style for a hundred. squares together. There is a 
small yard belonging to each dwelling, but no grass, 
no shrubbery, and not a shade tree for miles, 
cannot see how people can be fully happy with such 
surroundings. It is a hum-drum, work-away life 
they lead, with but little to cheer and enliven. 

The people in the country are undoubtedly the hap- 
piest, but a mournful fact is that none of the tillers 
of the soil are the owners of it. The land is owned 
by the lords and a few heavy land owners, and the 
rents are so high that the poor toilers have all 
they can do to come out even at the end of the year, 
and when the crops are damaged, as they are this 
year, it makes it very hard on them. The next 
great reform for this country is the land reform. 
The present system of land tenure and entail must 
be supplanted by the more just system of the land 
being owned by the people and every man being 
made to earn his own living. The curse of what 
should be happy Engfand is that the working classes 
are bound to support a great, idle, opulent class of 
nobles, bishops, and priests, who yield them no good 
in return. May some of us live long enough to see 
the working classes here become intelligent and wise 
enough to comprehend the situation and take in 
their own hands the legal means to redress their 
wrongs! These remarks may also apply to our own 
grand and loved America. 

I will nct mention all the towns we passed through 
nor stop to write their history. There are so many 
of the small towns and villages on all the railways 
of England that it would become tedius to even 
mention af on. any single line. They are near 
together everywhere, not more than one or two or 
three miles intervening between them. Before we 
hardly leave one village the tall chimneys of some 
manufacturing establishments in another comes in 
sight; but our train whirled by them so rapidly 
that I could scarcely read the names of the stations 
at the depots. England is almost a continuous city, 
with surburban villages, all looking pretty thrifty, 
snug, and cleanly. Bat I am sure the people are 
entitled to be far happier than they are. I am sure, 
too, there is no being above the clouds who has the 
least objection to toiling humanity’s being just as 
happy a8 possible, and it rests with humanity itself 
whether it shall be happy or not. 

We passed through Stockport, Warrington, Derby, 
Trent, Leicester, and Bedford. Near Leicester is 
Bosworth field, where Richard Ill. fought that fam- 
ous battle of his, and at Leicester his bones repose, 
Itis an old town. It is said to have been founded 
by King Lear, 800 s.c. and was afterward a Roman 
station of importance. Undex the Saxons it was 
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Discussion. 4. 


What Objections to Christianity ? 


MR. MAIR'É FIFTH LETTER.—CONTINUED. 


I have referred to the design of the miracles of 
Moses Perhaps I should not bring it in here, as 
miracles is the subject of oür second thesis ; but 
while I.refer to them now I wave the point of their 
truth or falsity, referring only to one of their de- 
signs, to show how utterly absurd is the thought 
of any. affinity between Jehovah and the gods of 
Egypt. I quote from a little book called the “ Phi- 
losophy of the Plan of Salvation," written by a 
converted Infidel, and describing the processes of 
mind through which he passed from Infidelity to a 
belief in Christ, I would affectionately commend 


the book to any real seeker aíter truth, anxious to , 


impartially judge both sides, 
The following is from a chapter proving that the 
only way the Almighty could reveal himself to men 
- —a8 human nature is constituted and the world then 
existed, morally—-was by the means which the book 
of Genesis declared he used, thus forming a moral 
demonstration that if there is a God, and he ever 
did reveal himself to men, the Pentateuch is true. 
Speaking of the miracles of Moses, the author writes: 

“The first miracle, while it authenticated the 
mission of Moses, destreyed the serpents, which 
among the Egyptians were objects of worship. 
Thus evincing in the outset that their gods could 
neither help the people nor save themselves. 

“The second miracle was directed against the river 
Nile, another object which they regard with relig- 
ious reverence. The water of this their cher- 
ished object of idolatrous homage was transmuted to 
blood, and its finny idols became a mass of putridity. 

“ The third miracle was directed to the accomplish- 
ment of ‘the same end—the destruction of faith in 
the river as an object of worship. The waters of 
the Nile were caused to send forth legions of frogs, 
which infested the whole land and became a nuisance 
and torment to the people. "Thus their idol, by the 
power of the true God, was polluted and turned into 
a source of pollution to its worshipers. 

* By the fourth miracle of a series constantly in- 
creasing in power and severity, lice came upon man 
and beast throughout the land. ‘Now, if it be remem- 
bered,’ says Gleig, ‘ that no one could approach the 
altars of Egypt upoh whom so impure an insect har- 
bored, and that the priests, to guard against the 
slightest risk of contamination, wore only linen gar- 
ments and shaved their heads and bodies every day, 
the severity of this miracle as a judgment upon 
Egyptian idolatry may be imagined. Whilst it 
lasted no act of wor could be performed, and so 
keenly was this felt that the very magicians ex- 
claimed, ‘'This is the power of God.’ 

“The fifth miracle was designed to destroy the 
trust of the people in Beelzebub or the fly-god, who 
was venerated as their protector from visitations of 
swarms of ravenous flies. . The miracle now 
wrought by Moses evinced the impotence of Beelze- 
bub and caused the people to look elsewhere for 

. relief from the fearful visitation under which they 
were suffering. 

“The sixth miracle, which destroyed the cattle, 
excepting those of the Israelites, was aimed at the 
destruction of the entige system of brute worship. 
This system, degrading and bestial as it was, had 
become a monster of many heads in Egypt. They 
had their sacred bull and ram and heifer and goat 
and many others, all of which were destroyed by 
the agency of the God of Moses. Thus by one act 
of power Jehovah manifested his own supremacy 
and destroyed the very existence of their brute 
idols, B 

* Of the pecuiiar fitness of the sixth plague (the 
seventh miracle), says the writer before quoted, the 
reader will receive a better impression when he is 
reminded that in Egypt there were several altars 
upon which human sacrifices wegg occasionally of- 
fered when they desired to ‘propitiate Typhon, or 
the evil principle. These victims being burned 
alive, their ashes were gathered together by the of- 
ficiating priests and thrown into the air, in. order 
that evil might be averted from every plave to 
which an atom of the ashes was wafted. By the 
direction of Jehovah Moses took a handful of the 
ashes from the furnace (which very probably the 
Egyptians at this time had frequently used to turn 
aside the plagues with which they were smitten), 
and he cast it into the air, as they were accustomed 
to do; and instead of averting evil, boils and blains 
fell upon all the people of the land. Neither king 
nor priest nor people escaped. Thus the bloody 
rites of Typhon became a curse to the idolaters, and 
the supremacy of Jehovah was affirmed.” 

The author continues to show that the ninth mir- 
acle proved theimpotence of Serapis, the locust god, 
and the eighth and tenth miracles the superiority of 
Jehovah over Isis and Osiris, Thus the very mira- 
cles of Moses were designed to show the difference 
between Egyptian mythology and zoolatry and Je- 
hovah. There are some readers who may still insist 
that they were essentially the same, I can only pity 


sessed an utter disregard for truth, affirm. The fol- 
lowing is. a quotation from the Parsee Catechism, 
quoted at more length in the work just referred to: 

“There is no savior.: In the other world you 
shall receive the return according to your actions. 
Your savior is your deeds and God himself. He is 
the pardoner and giver. If you repent your sins: 
and reform, and if the Great Judge consider you 
worthy of pardon and would be merciful to you, 
He alone can and will save you.” 

Alas! “by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be 
justified," and except a substitute be formed, no one 
can be saved. Men can shut their eyes to the sun 
and cry there is no light ; they can resist proof, can 
disbelieve truth, but oh, the awful blindness of 
those who reject the only savior, the crucified and 
risen son of God, and dare stand before a just and 
holy God against whom they have sinned with the 
dreadful accusations of their own sins against them, 
and, more damning than all, the wilful and perverse 
rejection of the offered mercy of God. At that 
time no quibble of pretended learning or science will 
avail;,no confident assertion of self-righteousness 
will save ; no glib-tongue will dare to blaspheme its 
maker; men willsee themselves as they are; bell 
will be a reality, and, like the man in the parable, 
without a wedding garment, they will be speechless, 

. But I must hurry. If further proof were want- 
ing of the total dissimilarity between Christianity 
and every other religion,the reception it has met 
with by them would supply it. It has ever been, as it 
is now, rejected, scoffed, and written against, has ever 
been denounced as antagonistio to the popular faith, 
and yet you would have us close our eyes to facts, 
forget history, and believe that Christianity origin- 
ated in those religions whose beliefs and rites it con- 
demns as utterly abominable, and further, that à - 
handful of Jews, who, of all people, were the most 
bigoted and had scarcely any dealings with any other 
nations, were so acquainted with the myths and 
religions of all other countries, that leaving out the 
vile, lascivious rites, the unreasonable doctrines, 
false morality, etc., of them all, they constructed 
the most perfect and heart-satisfying religion that 
ever existed from the fragments. It is strange if 
this is so that the plagiarism has not been discov- 


be seventeen thousand years old when the Savior|ered before. But I have not space to elaborate this 
came, was shown to belong to a period one hundred | part of the argument. I shall crave room though to 
and forty years after his advent." — — quote the judgment of two ancient heathens as to 
Ihave taken too much space with Hindoo and|the originality of the ecriptural religion. If you 
Egyptian superstitions to make a full examination | Still insist on your assertion you do it contrary to all 
of those of Greece and Rome, which you allege to|Common sense, reason, and history. - 
have also contributed to originate Christianity ; the| The satirist Lucian says of the Christians: * They 
merest glance, however, would satisfy a mind capa-| Still worship that great man who was crucified in 
ble of ordinary discernment of the absurdity of the | Palestine, because it was he by whom the initiation 
derivation: into these new mysteries was introduced into human’ 
It has been conclusively proved that all mythol-|life. . Their first law-giver has persuaded them 
ogy sprang from the same source, whether among fto believe that as soon as they have broken loose 
the Hindoos or the Egyptians, in Babylonia or Per- | from the prevailing customs and despised the gods of 
sia, or, nearer home, among the Greeks and Romans, | Greece, reverencing instead of these their crucified 
even to the frigid, inhospitable clime of the Norse-| leader and living after his laws, they stand to each 
man, the ever-varying changes of that manifesta- | other in the relation of brethren. Thus they are led 
tion of the workings of God's laws’ and powers, | to despise everything alike, to consider everything 
which we thoughtlessly call “Nature,” furnished | else as profane.” l 
the physical facts and appearances which in process| The second quotation shall be from the fifth book 
of time grew into the most intricate and often beau- | of the history of Tacitus, and is bitter enough to be 
tiful conceptions. ; received by an Infidel, Writing of the Jews he says: 
As to Greece Mr. Cox in his “Tales of Ancient |“ Their vile institutes became prevalent only through 
Greece” bears especial witness to this, in an intro-|8n excess of depravity. Every worthless character 
duction which Prof. Max Müller admires and ap-|despising the religion of his forefathers contributed 
proves. I will quote a short paragraph: “The fhis share to the common stock. Hence the Jewish 
mythology of the Greeks exhibits the impressions|republic gradually increased, and their obstinate 
made by a vast range of phenomena, although the|fidelity to each other, united with domestic good 
climatic conditions of the Hellenic land would nec- | offices to themselves and hostile hatred toward all 
essarily bring into prominence the career of the sun |the rest of mankind, had a similar tendency to ad- 
in his daily journey through the heaven rather than | vance their prosperity. Separated in their banquets, 
the interchange of summer and winter. That noth. {severed in their beds, this race, though most detest- 
ing more would be needed for the growth of legends | ably prone to lust, carefully abstained from all com- 
capable ef being expanded into any number of epic|merce with foreign women. Among themselves, 
poems, the history of Greek epical literature abund- | however, no abomination is counted unlawful The 
antly proves; and we have only to see now that the|first lessons which they learn are to contemn the 
most intricate myths have earlier forms in which the | gods, to renounce their native country, to hold 
physical meaning of the phrases employed is noj| equally cheap both parent and children and brothers, 
longer a matter of doubt." And you do not doubt | Yet they anxiously study the increase of their num- 
it. It is difficult for me to persuade myself that| bers, and on that account deem it impious to put 
you are not striving to create a laugh at my expense | any one of their offspring to death. In short, their 
in my undertaking to seriously refute the compari- |law-giver Moses, that he might more effectually bind 
sons you have adduced, especially when I consider|the nation to himself, gave them rites wholly new 
that you know that the conjugal infidelities, ete., | and altogether contrary to the rest of mankind.” 
with which the Olympian gods and goddesses are| If the reader will take the pains to compare the 
so gravely charged are merely poetical personifica- complete scriptural revelation of God with the dif- 
tions of the love of the sun for the dawn, the affec- | ferent sources from which you have alleged Chris- 
tion of the earth for the summer, the transient con- tianity sprang ; if he will take the conceptions of 
tinuance of the dew, the embrace of the clouds, the | the different pagan nations, the polytheism, panthe- 
capriciousness of the wind, etc., etc. . jism, Atheism, zoolatry, hero-worship, etc., which 
I have briefly traced the origin of the Vedio|cast their dark shadow over the intellects of even 
legends, and the Veda, according to Max Muller, is|the greatest minds, and compare them with the 
the source of Zoroastrian mythology. Of Zoroas-|pure, spiritual doctrines of the old and New Testa- 
ter he says, * He is merely a wise man, a prophet | ments, he cannot escape from the conviction of 
favored by God and admitted into God's immediate | Tacitus, that the teachings of Moses were “ wholly 
presence, but all this on his own showing only and|new and altogether contrary to the rest of man- 
without any supernatural credentials except some | kind,” and will agree with Lucian that the truths of 
few miracles recorded of him in books of doubtful| Christ were “new mysteries introduced into human 
authority” (Chips, vol. i, p. 171). As to his being a|life.” And this conviction will grow more irresisti- 
savior or his doctrines at all teaching a salvation|ble when he considers that the only comparisons 
similar to the Christian gospel, no ene with any|which Infidels have now to oppose to Christianity 
familiarity with the religion would, unless he pos.lare those which a former race of skeptics would 


them. They will find some day a more convincing 
argument; but alas! truth which if received now 
will lead to eternal life will then be the awful pre- 
lude of eternal judgment and punishment. : 
There is nothing new in Egypt being called tothe 
help of Inädelity, but ever with the same damaging 
testimony against its cause. Even now, as in the 
days of Israel's king, “ Pharaoh is a broken reed,” a 
poor defense to rest on. It may not be cape andi 
ate to recall the following anecdote of the discom- 
fiture of those who sought to prove from Egyptian 
monuments a disproof of biblical chronology. Says 
' Dr. Hawks in his little work en the * Monuments of 
Egypt:" * Among the monuments which had in an 
especial manner attracted the notice of the French 
savans who had accompanied Napoleon to Egypt, 
none had excited more learned controversy than the 
zodiacs, the one sculptured upon the ceiling of the 
temple of Dendera, and the. other upon that of the 
temple at Esneh, in upper Egypt. For these mon- 
uments there was claimed an extraordinary antiq- 
uity, and it was confidently asserted that they com- 
letely exploded all. scriptural chronology. M. 
ien made them at least three thousand years 
old when the Christian era commenced, while M. 
Dupuis would not abate a second of four. thousand 
years, and M. Gori was very sure that they could 
not be younger than seventeen thousand years. 
‘Like birds of the night,’ says Osborn, ‘hovering 
over or. perching upon the uncouth remains of an- 
cient superstition, they filled the air with their dis- 
mal forebodings of the downfall of Christianity, or 
with shrieks of laughter more revolting when they 
thought their object was accomplished. All these, 
however, were soon to be put to flight by that of 
which they professed themselves to be all the while 
most devoted worshipérs—the light of truth,’ 
“When Champollion, in the course of his researches 
into royal rings, came to read that upon the zodiac 
of Dendera he found the title of Augustus Cæsar, 
while on that at Esneh he read the name of Anto- 
ninus. That temple, therefore, which M. Dupuis 
had declared to be four thousand years older than 
the Christian era proved to have been built about 
the time of its commencement, and the edifice at 
Esneh, which had been profoundly demonstrated to 


have blushed to have produced ; and the highest 
reason now is to believe that a spiritual conception 
of a Personal Cause who exists apart from the uni- 
verse which he created, and which is under his con- 
trol and providence, is similar to a belief in the per- 
sonification of the different forces of nature, the 
sun, moon, stars, etc., and was evolved from the lat- 
ter, and that the incarnation of the Son of God is a 
feeble imitation of the numerous offspring and half 
bestial, half human progeny of the wine and lust- 
inflamed amours of gods of human form, human 
infirmities, ànd hüman passions. xt dh 

This brings me tardily enough perhaps to thé list 
of doctrines, rites, festivals, etc., which you. allege. 
were copied by Christianity from heathendom. As 
some of them have no place in Christianity I will 

.point out some misconceptions, make some admis- 
sions, and call for some proofs. Ishould like some 
proofs for the assertions numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8,. 
12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 30, 35. When I say 
proofs I mean an intelligent statement of what was 
believed, in what heathen books it is contained and 
upon whose authority it is asserted. The ipse dixit, 
though, of obseure and valueless authorities, like 
Kersey Graves, for instance, are not worth wasting 
space to quote and only show the poverty ‘of support 
to the assertion. 

Now as to some admissions, and I make some of 

: them with unfeigned regret, that Christendom is so. 
low and degraded. . Your 5th allegation is true. 
I do not know whether what you say about the 25th 
of December being the birthday of several gods, 
etc., is actually so; if it is it only shows how Christen- 
dom has departed from scripture; but I know this, 
that its celebration, the evergreen tree, copied from 
the ancient Druids, the lighted taper, the giving of. 
presents, etc., are heathenish in their origin. But 
it is one of those corruptions for which Christendom 
will be spewed out of the Lord's mouth at his coming, 
for thousands who celebrate the day to commemo- 
rate the birth with a hypocritical though festive joys 
of one whom they hate and would dread to meet. 

No. 6 has no weight one way or the other. No. 
9 we will-discuss in our next thesis. In Nos. 10 
and 11 if you substitute philosopher or teacher for 
“savior” I will admit it. I do not see the weight 
though of this objection since it was the universal 
custom of the time and is about! equivalent to in- 

‘sisting that Prof. Tyndall borrowed his teachings 

from Mr. Spurgeon because he sometimes lectures on 
a platform. No. 13 shows more acquaintance with 
the ancient creed falsely called the “Apostles’,” than 
the Bible. Scripture never asserts that Christ after 
his crucifixion descended into hell, but intimates the 
reverse. This is a dissimilarity then, not a likeness. 

No. 19 amounts to very little. Scripture is against 
the use of a material representation of the cross, 
still it would not be uninteresting to have you prove 
your assertion. No. 25 I do not care to dispute. 
No. 26 I willingly admit, as.also No. 27, which is an 
antichristian corruption which the Scripture abhors. 
Nos. 33, 36, 37, and 38 are directly against the 
Scriptures, and I as utterly reject them as you do. 

I will deny, however, No. 21. You cannot prove 
that “logos” was copied from Plato by the evan- 
gelist John. I admit that Plato used the. word 
before John, but I deny that John copied it from 
him. ‘There can be no more proof one way or the 
other than what I have just admitted or denied. 

As to the others which I have not particularly 
enumerated, I allow that they were imperfectly 
taught before the time of Moses. I believe though 

- that their weight of proof is on my side, because 
they prove the universal consciousness that, there is 
a Great Personal Cause, that man is a fallen creature, 
that he needs a savior, that he is responsible and will 
be judged for his actions, etc., ete. I believe, too, as to 
the reason of this consciousness, that it is implanted 
by God in human nature, and secondly that it arises 
from transactions in the Garden of Eden, and after- 
ward more fully revealed by the communication of 

God with Noah and his sons, and by them taught to 

their descendants in the different lands they set- 
tled, and so spread over the whole earth. Of course 
you ean sneer and ridicule, but all. you can prove 
against this is your own disbelief. 

. [ro BE CONTINUED. |. 


Book Notice. 


Way Don’t Gop KILL TRE DEVIL? is the pertinent 
query which forms the title of a book of 52 pages by Mr. 
Babcock, and is dedicated tothe School Board of St. Johne, 
Mich. Whether it is intended for use as a text-book in the 
schools of that place we cannot say, but we hope not, for 
we agree that ‘‘the public school should attend to the 
things of this world and let the churches attend to the 
things of the next.” The book is illustrated with pictures 
of devils of various Bizes, one of whom is in the pulpit 
cursing the rest. The writer wonders why Satan was cre- 
ated, in the first place, but since he was created why didn’t 
his creator end him, as he might, and save the world an end- 
less amount of evil and suffering? This is a bright little 
book and eught to be very popular. Published by D, M. 
Bennett, 141 81h street, New York city.— Winsted Press. 
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B FBRECELES are not so bad. It is said that one girl docs not 


object to secing them onfanother girl's face. 


| The Truth Seeker, Septembec 5, 1880. 


‘of the times in Europe to be overlooked by any earnest 


‘troduction comprising—when completed—a review of the 
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The Citizen £nd his Claim to Education, 


To tHE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The writ- 
ing out of my treatis on the above-named subject, as 
announced in No. 19 of THe. Truta SEEKER, has been 
greatly interfered with, partly by correspondence more or 
less intimately connected therewith, and taxing upon my 
time and working.power—limited as they are by my high 
age, wavering health, and the daily duties of a teacher—and 
partly by other incidents, of which the somewhat late ap- 
pearance of the call for the Brussels Congress stands fore. 
most. This matter forms, methinks, too conspicuous a sign 


accepted by all who are opposed to a higher standard of 
popular education—does then a good elementary education 
in the common conception of this. term, cover the whole 
ground of education * Does it embrace those elements of 
'ethies, so plainly, so inseparably, constituting the lawful 
character of United States citizenship, for. which evidently 
our young are to be trained by the very means. of our 
schools ? Or can this end be secured alone by ''thoroughly 
secularizing the school system," as justly required by our 
last year's resolution ? That is to say, will genuin morality 
go by.itself into the school and replace there the tenets of 
any supernatural creed at the moment when every vestige of 
them shall hav been cleared out ? We, and every sensible 
man, every faithful citizen with ue, will, to these questions, 
answer with an emphatic No! Because we know too well 
the difficulty of removing old customs out of their beaten 
paths, and that they cannot be overcnme by merely decree- 
ing that a certain work shall be  '* good " one, but by de- 
monstrating the end of the work and the means of securing 
its becoming a good one. And also do we know that long 
geated prejudices cannot be extinguished by mere contradic- - 
tion or negation, but rather by pronouncing the sound judg- 
ment resting on the invincible authority of truth. . 

No prudent husbandman will fail to plant his seed in the 
ground right after having cleared the weeds from the latter, 
counting thereby much less on a rich .harvest for the first 
time than on the weeds’ total eradication, which follows by 
itself the proper culture of the plant. And has not our 
League taken exactly the same standpoint by its constitu- 
tion—that imperishable monument of the centennial year— 
which declares the object of ‘‘total separation of church 
and state being to the end that equal rights in religion, 
genuin morality in politics, and freedom, virtue, and 
brotherhood in all human life may be established, pro-: 
tected, and perpetuated ?" And further, *'that the lberty 
of the citizen and the most precious interests of civilization 
alike require that all the political and educational institu- 
tions of the nation . . . should be more faithfully con- 
formed to the spirit of its fundamental law ;” which ‘‘dedi- 
cates this country exclusivly to the natural rights of man,” 
tending ''to universal brotherhood on the ground of a eom- 
mon humanity." This being the essence of genuin morality 
—the very genius which led us a hundred and four years 
ago into political existence, it has to become the soul of the 
school system throughout the land in order to insure the 
‘conformity of our political institutions to the fundamental 
jaw faithfully and perpetually. 

And whereas in that system, and therein alone, an element 
ary education can become a good one, beacause of its em 
bracing therein the principal elements of truly human—that 
is moral—conduct as the basis of American citizenship and 
universal suffrage ; and whereas, in order to promote that 
system, the promulgation of an amendment to the United 
States Constitution is deemed necessary, said amendment 
should be so explicit in its demands that misconstruction or 
evasion may as far as possible be prohibited. Overt oppo- 
sition to the national authority is certainly out of question, 
but not so the unwillingness of acting in the spirit of the 
fundamental law, which will manifest itself wherever it can 
find room enough for doing so. Such room, however, may 
be at least narrowed down toa minimum by plainly demand- 
ing, as above stated, that our children shall be educated 
according to the dictates of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, and its offspring, the preamble to the Constitution of 
the United States. For, ^ 

9. When teacher and law are thus brought face to face, 
there can be no doubt that the former is necessitated either 
to thoroughly study the latter, and to show his ability to 
faithfully work in its spirit, or to giv up a s'ation—the 
most important of humau vocations—for which he is unfit. 

All pretexts for quarreling with the public school on the 
ground of its deflciency in moral Instruction drop down in 
themselvs at the moment when the genius of American citi- - 
zenship takes permanent abode in the schoolroom, reveal- 
ing himself to the young as their infallible guide to virtue 
and happiness. JULIUS REICHHELM, 

112 Garden st., Hoboken, N. J., June, 1880. 


Since the forgoing was written, the three theses above 
set forth hav, in the form below, been adopted by the 
Teachers’ Association, an association of eleven years’ stand- 
ing, which, in its constitution, states its principal object to 
be *' the education of true, liberal American citizens." It 
requires of all teachers and students at the Teachers’ Semi- 
nary, in Milwaukee, Wis.—an institution of its own—“ faith- 
ful adherence to the principles of the Declaration of Inde- 
dendence,” and ‘‘ spotless conduct of life,” and precludes 
all instruction in religious tenets and all religious exercises, 
At its annual convention, held at Newark, N, J., on July 
28-30th last, it ' 

1. Reselved, Our public schools cannot do justice to the 
task of educating our children to be true citizens of our 
community without making the fundamental ideas on 
which this community is based the chief aim of public 
instruction. 

9. Resolved, The American school in adopting this view 
puts itself on the basis of perpetual effort toward the per- 
tection of humanity, and is protected in this effort by the 
act which, on July 4, 1776, created our glorious Union. 

3. Resolved. That an amendment to the Constitation of the 
United States should provide that the children of this coun- 
try shall be educated in accordance with the spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

4. Resolved, The establishment of a general plan for pop- 
ular ed ication upon that basis would eminently promote tne 
great object of the constitutional amendment, as laid duwn 
in the furegoing thesis (3). 

Referring ‘o these resolutions, and especially to the 
fourth, I intend, at our next Congress, to be held in Chicago 
on the 17th, 18th, and 19th of next month, to lay the same 
before the National Liberal League and move that a com- 
mittee be appointed which shall take care of the matter of 
establishing a general educational plan, .4R 
August 20, 1880, : 


Liberal—or, as I might prefer to say, upright citizen of the 
United States. Under this impression, I felt myself com- 
pelled to modify the plan of my work, and lay aside an in- 


history of the National Libera! League: its aims and means, 
its oratorical achievements. its discussions in the press— 
especially in Tug TRUTH SEEKER, which is so eminently 
interesting, and useful just—by those voices of concord and 
discord, contention and conciliation, in regard to vital ques- 
tions like those on marriage laws (Clara Neymann, Elmina 
D. Slenker, etc.), Spiritualism (Charles Herbold, E. A. 
Chapman, W. F. Jamieson, Eimina D, Slenker), Socialism 
(Mrs. Dr. Lawrence, Charles Sotheran, Robert Gunther), 
and our yet inveiled status as a political party (A. Allen 
Noe, Edmond Gastineau, etc.). Besides this, my original 
plan experienced another alteration, respecting the order in 
which the subj-ct proper—consisting of two parts—was to 
come out. That one which—after the introductory review— 
should hav appeared first, treating upon the morai truths of 
the Declaration of Independence as the very beacon light 
for all mankind, has been retained, for the purpose of 
adapting it to an address that, with other treatises coming 
from our.side, should be delivered by our representativs to 
the Brussels Congress, which has on its program the coinci- 
dent question of “ Morality Independent of Religious Te- 
The other part, however, treating upon the educa- 
tional amendment to the United States Constitution, has 
now become the first to be brought—as heretofore done— 
before the members of the National Liberal League, in 
order to enable them to take the subject—in view of our 
own next Congress—into early consideration. I hereby 
cannot suppress a conviction, which I think will be shared 
by every earnest citizen in our Iieague, namely, that each 
member should hav ample time for considering all impor- 
tant topics which are to Be decided in the next annual 
Congress, that, lasting perhaps not longer than one or two 
days, offers but a space of time apparently inadequate for 
realizing much important work, unless the participants are 
well prepared. ° 

The subject-matter having been introduced, as above 
atated, in. No. 19 of Tos TRUTH SEEXKER, offers the follow- 
ing three theses, of which the third one, in combination 
with the subjoined resolution of the National Liberal 
League, takes the lead : 

1. Our public school system cannot come up to its avowed 
end, of educating the young up to the station of American 
Citizenship, unless the ground in which this is rooted be- 
comes the foundation of the school, and thus the leading 
thought of all popular or national education, whereby 

2. It emerges out of the narrow limits of a single nation- 
ality, and freed from all laws shielding but particular 
interests, it enters the unmeasured realm of the interests of 
all humanity, protected there through the eternal law, 
which, in the creativ act of July 4, 1776, calling this grand 
Commonwealth into being, was recognized to be its only 
possible foundation. And therefore : 

9. The Constitution of the United States of America should 
be so amended as to guarantee the youth of the land an 
education in the spirit of the Declaration of Independence 
and the preamble to the Constitution itself, 

The resolution of the National Liberal League of Septem- 
bor 13th last, prop ‘sing an educational amendment to the 
Constitution, declares : : 

*' Universal education the basis of universal suffrage in 
this secular republie, to be secured under present laws and 
proper legislation, and finally to be guaranteed by amend- 
ment to the United States Constitution, requiring every 
state to maintain a thoroughly secularized public school 
system, and to permit no child within its limits to grow up 
without a good elementary education.” i 
` As to the preliminary question, why I propose—in the 
third thesis—an amendment containing but the same sub- 
stance, on which the National League has already passed its 
resolution, that, by referring to suffrage, appears to be of a 
more stringent character, Í hav to state that when I wrote 
out the thesis, said resolution was not at hand—it first 
coming under my eyes again in THE TRUTH SEEKER of June 
Sih, in which it is reprinted—else I, of course, would hav 
referred to it, and offered my thesis as a supplement, 

In retrieving thi8 now, I propose to move in the next Con- 
gress of the National Liberal League that the above resolu- 
tion be amended so as to read—after the words “and to 
permit "—*: no child within its limits to grow up without an 
education faithfully conformed to the spirit of the Declara- 
tion of Independence and the preamble to the Constitution 
of the United States. ` 

The reasons for 80 scoping the projected amendment are 
these : : 

1. We cannot afford to leave the standard of ‘‘a good ele- 
mentary education " to the mere arbitrament of the school- 
board. Pejhaps none of them would admit that the element- 
ary education of those under their care was not a good one, 
notwithstanding the unanimity of all competent persons 
in demanding and striving for a thorough revision of our 
educational system, and especially ia regard to the effete 
methods of practicing the several branches of the so-called 
elementary education. But granted even, for & moment, 
the sufficiency of that praxis—and its expediency is gladly 
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Ge Grut) Seeker, September 5, 1880. 


Choose. After taking a bath and something to eat 

we started out to see a little of London, the city 
of over 4,000,000 people, the largest city in the 
world. ; 

We called first on the venerable Edward Truelove, 
Liberal publisher and bookseller in High Holborn 
street, who was sent to prison four months for sell- 
ing Robert Dale Owen’s * Moral Physiology.” He 
had gone out into the country, but we had a few 
minutes’ conversation with his daughter, who was in 
attendance at the store. J next took an omnibus 
for Islington, in the northern part of the city, to 
ascertain if my friend Dr. T. S. Andrews, of Kip- 
ton, Ohio, was now in London. I ud his ens 
owing to the increase of civilization, the burning of koh ks per Coo Mond pude de 
heretics is not as fashionable as it formerly was, _| "2° Vd lin hae I was e d. (520-0 Phe Aar 

It stands in the uad o me county of Topster d thon d SD kerian MIEL, 5 X aftu othar 

i hich is as beautiful a county as the sun . 
ines DoD Its teeming fields Ae pleasure to |? 696 epee ke ED d Auga o ins 
look upon. While riding through this country we angel, and I'was looking for the figure IP 
DO UR y ing seraph, probably of the female sex, ready per- 


had as fellow-travelers some laboring men in the h ; T, oe De 
istric : aps to take me up to the celestial regions; but, to 
rural districts. J tried to learn as much from them i dismay, I found only a “gin-mill,” kept by a 


as I could, but found we had been reared in differ- man by the name of Angell. I did not gather to 


ent parts of the world “and did not speak our lan-| ihat angel h I he bal f th 
: : gel worth a cent. lspent the balance oi the 
guage precisely, the same, which prevented onr [evening in looking around to see ch fashions, man- 
desired. After getting their remarks for the second te en h c1 ang Ere: us There p" : teli deal T. be 
n Lon: aL « Q yon, Y orae A I aE seen here, and I want to tell you considerable about 
same opinion all along," or something of the kind eu pince, bag hes dd you entirely We enl 
*|and will renew the subject again soon. i 
Edad Ens MES ape: Pra pain Yio stay here three or four days more, then go to Paris, 
speak the, English language better. What a fine Brussels, x oer jas era continent, an 
thing it would be for some of them to live for twent then Ede E Be ates D M. B 
years in America and learn to speak the English IU EL 


language properly: : | 
At Bedford, fifty miles from London, our male State Rights and the League. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Now let 


companions left us, the females and children before 
mentioned taking their places. They were hardly |us look a little after Mr. Bush's “Bourbons.” He alleges 
that the Democrats are ‘‘ Bourbons,” that is, stupid retro- 


as sociable as I desired, but being of a very modest 
turn I did not like to obtrude myself upon their| grades who c:n never learn nor forget anything, and this he 
alleges as to 


attention. «Some little conversation, however, was 
kept up. x . ` 1. State rightr, 
Bedford is situated on the river Ouse, near an| 2. Politics, ` 
ancient ford, from which the name of Bed-ford] 3. Religion. 2 
originated, meaning town on the ford. It had its| In regard to state rights he argues in his letter in your 
share in the troubles in the tim@ of the early Brit- | last issue that the Platform of the National Liberal League 
ons, Saxons, and Danes ; it was frequently attacked | “cuts up by the roots the dogma of state rights." — 
by the latter in the tenth century, and was burnt by In this matter I think that Mr. Bush is eztire!y mistaken, 
them in 1010. The various dukes of Bedford which|8nd the reader will be able to judge after comparing the 
England has owned had this or its vicinity for their League Platform with the Constuution. Mr. Bush cites the 
home. It is also a most beautiful country, and I| Lesgve Platform correctly thus; — 
can hardly describe with what pleasure I looked 1 Total separation of Church and state, to be ee 
Jat so : under present laws and proper legislatiop, and finally to be 
upon the gently undulating surface, the slight hills] > rsranteed by amendment of the United States Con 
and valleys ali teeming with luxuriance and beauty. eitutlon, including the equitable taxation of church prop- 
We passed in view of some of the halls of thelerty, secularizition of the public schools, abrogation of 
nobility, where Lord This and Earl That used to} Sabbatarian Don or chaplaincies, paneer of 
" ; public appropriátions for religious purposes, and all other 
live and others still have Rus ceeded us , but E measures necessary ‘to the same general end. : 
quite as much interest in viewing the homes of the| 9 National protection for national citizens in tbeir equal 
poor and laboring classes. I wish the latter were 


politica), civil, industrial, and religious rights, irrespectiv 
more comfortable, and. more replete with the im-| of race or sex; to be secured under present laws and proper 
provements aud comforts of the age. 


legislation, and finally to be guaranteed by amendment of 
T cannot speak too highly of the excellent char- Md ise taia Coñstitution, md afiorded through the 
acter of the railways in England. The road-beds| 3. Uaiversal education the basis of universal suffrage in 
are solid, the rails are good, and the cars run evenly. | this secular republic ; to be secured under present laws and 
The embankments and excavations are much smooth- proper du ae no ' to: bë guaranteed Dy amend- 
er and more finished than in America; m places | to maintain a thoroughly secularized Dubia hool Baton. 
where excavations were made walls are built up on] and to permit no child within its limits to grow up without 
either side to hold the earth from sliding down, and |a good elementary education. ~ 
the sides and embankments are grassed over. lsaw| Now standing on this platform let us look at the Consti- 
men mowing very fair grass from the sides of the] tution and see what “rights " the states and people hav. By 
excavated places where the railway passes through. | amendments 9 and 10 we learn that they hav all the 
The depots are of brick, neat and commodious. | “rights” and ‘ powers” that hav not been delegated to the 
They do not use the word “cars ;” they say| United States, or prohibited to the states by the Constitu- 
* goacher.” I cannot help wishing, however, that | tion itself. That is,a few of the most important and gen- 
England would send to America for missionaries to | eral powers of government are delegated to the United States, 
teach them how to get up cars, how to run them, | and prohibited to the states. But the states and the people, 
and how to use the check system for baggage. They | (who must execute these rights and powers through the 
would be largely the gainers, With usa single con- | states) hav all other rights and powers whatsoever | 
- ductor will run successfully a train of a dozen cars;| It is plain, then, tbat both the general government and the 
here they have no conductor, but at every station | states hav “rights” and “powers” and are each supreme 
there are from two or three to a half a dozen men in| and independent as to them in their respectiv provinces 
uniform to attend to locking travelers in their small | under the Constitution. They together make the nation. ° 
compartments, etc., and the baggage is never As to the great body of civil, criminal, and political 
checked, as in our country.: When a passenger law by which society is conducted and preserved, the 
arrives at a station, as soon as he can beset at liberty 
by the door being unlocked, he has to run and look 
up his baggage, but he has no check by which to 


(Continued from page 565.) 


made a bishopric in 680; conquered by the Danes in 
886; retaken trom them in the reign of Edmund the 
Ironside in 1016. - Roman remains, coins, tesselated 
pavements, stone walls, eto., of former times have 
been found there. Cardinal Woolsey, while being 
conveyed a prisoner to London by the Duke of 
Northumberland, was there seized with sickness and 
died in 1530. It has played its full part in the mo- 
mentous history of England. ln the reign of Henry 
V. a parliament was held there which enacted a law 
whereby the burning of heretics was authorized. 
Its cathedral and numerous churches are now doing 
service in the same oause, though, fortunately, 


states hav rights various, indispensable, and unlimited, 
The United States hav nothing to do with them. As to all 
claim it. ` * 


dealings with foreign nations, war, and general administra- 
The speed made on the roads is very good. I 


tion the United States are made supreme and therefore sov- 
ereign. The people owe allegiance to both governments in 
think we traveled faster than I ever rode on cars 
before. It is over two hundred miles from Liver- 


their separate provinces and the U. 8. Supreme Court is the 
arbiter until overruled by the people in their political 
pool to London, and we were not quite six hours in 
making it. One train comes in five hours, One 


action, or by amendments to the Constitution. 
Now that these constitutional and legitimate rights and 
^us tài powers of the states are “cut up by the roots" by the Lib- 
Pap instead pim pde was a eral League platform is simply preposterous, It might just 
is the same with the carriages in the street. John|:* Tee DN T TAMEN out ap t Dy tie 19M and 
Bull is a left-handed old cove. 15th amendmente which guarantee to colored citizens their 
À little: before Dear war rolled intoa capacions equal rights as citzens and voters in every state of the 
Fero and soo Mace du cabs tako ns to Par- United States. Indeed, all thet the platform of the League 
P, ,9 hotel Great R ll st ài 1 contemplates as far as the general government is concerned 
SOB'8 ur B e dh Muse xd 8 m Irectly | js to hav Liberals emancipated and protected in their civil 
dq eed the ps ede ebbe eee ae 
t a 
nations led him here again. It is very comfortable 
and quiet. We have rooms, take our breakfast and 


Liberal who cannot believe in God and is liable to be stripped 
of his rights and property—who might be roasted, like Ser- 
tea here, and get our dinners or lunch where we 


vetus, in Vermont—iaust hav the protection of the general 
government just as his colored brother must hav it in Texas, 


! Just examin the platform above printed and see how true 
j this is. ` : 
| ‘That is; the second plank of the platform means protec- 
i tion in equal civil rights. . To secure this protection it will 
be seen that the first plank ia indispensable, for no Liberal 
can hav equal rights if either the state or general government 
violates them by excluding him from office or roasting him 
or robbing him to support churches, etc. To secure this 
protection it will be seen that the third plank is necessary, 
for how can superstition be kept out of politics and the Lib; 
eral hav his rights except in a well ordered state of intelli- 
| gent fellow.citizens? Therefore, universal education is the 
necessary basis of a universal suffrage which shall be safe to 
all. ` But in order that this education should not interfere 
with state rights itis provided that this education shall be 
given by the states, but that the general government shall 
hav the right to require it of every state. The general 
government is not to go into the general education business 
in the stater, as’ President Hayes recommended in his late 
speech, but is to hav the power to make the states do it— - 
for example, by lessening their representation if they fail 
to do it or by any other practical means. E 

How are the rights of the states cut up root and branch by 
giving and securing to Liberals, equal rights ln the states, as 
has been done in case of freedmen?. Certainly those who hav 
been emancipated from theology should hav the same chance 
as those emancipated from slavery. But in nearly every state . 
of the Union they are discriminated against in some under- 
hand way by the union of church and state, For instance, 
they are deprived of the right to hold office, to vote, be a wit- 
ness or juror, or to hav property without paying church 
taxes, etc. ; 

We hav protected the Freedmen ; now, says the League, let 
us take in the Liberals and make the amendments broad so 
as to secure the safety of both. State rights will then remain 
on a securer basis than ever, for they wil] rest upon equal, 
impartial, intelligent citizens—the substance of a true state, 
Men who “know their rights and dare maintain them." 

But Mr. Bush says that a proposed 16th Amendment, 
called the Blaine, Amendment, looking somewhat towards 
these ends, was proposed by Mr. Blaine, and was passed by 
the House, but was voted down by the Democrats in the 
Senate in 1876. The facts are that this amendment, in my 
judgment very insufficient, was reported favorably and 
was passed by a Democratic. House almost unanimously (only 
7 nays), and was referred to a Republican committee in the . 
Republican Senate, and there slaughtered by unnecessary 
verbiage and additions permitting the Bible to be read in 
schools, ete., so that no sensible Liberal or Democrat would 
ever vote for it, As soon as these changes became known, 
Mr. Abbot, then President of the Liberal League, and fadeed 
every Liberal who understood the matter, joined in urging 
its defeat. Zhen the Republicans all voted for it, and the 
Democrats very properly against it. As reported from the 
Senate Committee it was objectionable to everybody who 
had originally favored the proposition. Itis enough to say 
that no amendment covering the platform of the League has 
as yet been passed upon by Congress, but when it is pro- 
posed the action of the Democrats in this very matter re- 
ferred to by Mr. Bush is the best evidence that they will 
grant protection and equality to Liberals. They expressly 
said in their report of the Judiciary Committee that '' while 
there may be a difference of opinion as to the necessity of 
such a Constitutional amendment, all agree that the under- 
lying principles are right and in accordanee with the spirit 
of the age" (Congress, Record, 1876, p. 5189). 

-It is enough to answer Mr. Bush to say that in the 
very instance cited the ''state-rights " Democrats by their 
committee, and a House in which they had a large majority 
took up and passed a proposed amendment introduced by 
their opponent, Mr. Blaine, and did it almost unanimously, 
the 7 nays being about equally divided between the Repub- 
licans and Democrats, and that this very amendment was 
smothered to death by verbiage in a Republican Senate, under 
the hand of Senator Edmunds of Vermont, so that no intelli- 
gent Liberal wanted it passed. That a few Democrats 
objected to the transformed amendment on the ground of 
state rights was reasonable enough when we look into the 
detaila of this verbiage with which it was loaded up. In 
neither shapa, however, was it ever a proper amendment to 
secure the objects of the League. 

There can’ be no denial of the fact, then, that ''state rights" 
do exist under the Constitution, and can only end with it. 
The Liberal League platform does not and cannot cut them 
up, but roots them deeper than ever in universal justice 
and education. 

Doéà Mr. Bush propose to abolish these “rights” and 
*'power&" reserved to, and exercised by, the several states, and 
to merge them into the general government? Certainly not ! 
What, then, does he mean? Simply nothing—unlesa it be 
an appeal to sectional prejudice, or the ignorance that con- 
founas conslitutional state rights with secession or ''state 
sovereigniiy," claimed to be above the Constitution, and 
which is another way of saying secession and rebellion. 
Such appeals, it seems to me, he should be above making. 
He shouid leave that to those whose living depends upon 
flaunting the **bloody shirt” before the ignorant and the prej- 
udiced. Is it right and is it good policy to mislead and 
“fire the Northern heart " by such and similar misrepresen- 
tations ? This will be answered in my next on Bourbon 
politics. 

As to the Democrats (not the secessionists) from Jefferson, 
Madison, and Jackson down, they hav held the true position 
as to “state rights," never better stated than in Jefferson's 
Inaugural, and which can never be too deeply impressed 
upon the head and heart of every American : 

“The preservation of the general government in its whole 
constitutional vigor, as the sheet anchor of our peace at 
home and safety abroad.” ; 

“The support of the state governments in all their rights 
as the most competent administrators of our domestic con- 


The Truth Berker, September 4, 1880. 


cerng, and the 
dencies,” 
** Equal and exact justice to all men, of whatever state or 
persuasion, religious or political." : 
This is the position of the Democracy of old—and now, 
and it is mine. f T. B. WAKEMAN. ` 
New York, Aug. 27, 1880.. l 


The Excursion Train to the Chicago Congress. 


The excursion train to thè Chicago Congress from New 
York city is train No, 3 on the Erie Railroad, and leaves 
New York city Sep. 18th, at 7 o'clock p.m. The same train 
leaves Salamanca Sep. 14tb, at 19 o'clock M. It will arrive 
. at Chicago about 9 o'clock Sep. 15th. Low rates of passage 
.,€8n be procured at any station on this route where this 

"train stops. 


For particulars inquire of H. L. QGBEEN. 
Salamanca, N. Y. — . 
— 


Northern Wisconsin Spiritual Conference. 


. We hav the pleasure of announeing that we hav secured 
as speaker for our next quarterly meeting, to be held in 
Omro, Wis., September 17th, 18:h, and 19th, 1880, Ceph as 
B. Lynn, of Boston, one of the finest orators in America. 
Other speakers invited. to participate. Good vocal and in- 
strumental music. Officers will be elected for ensuing year. 
Let all be present the firat day of meeting. Please notify 
` ‘the secretary of your intentions to be present, that provision 
may be made by the Omro friends to entertain all free, as far 
as possible. Fare at Northwestern Honse, per day, $1. 
: Ww. M. Lockwoop, ‘Pres. 
Omro, Wis , Aug. 27, 1880. Cora B. PRILLIPS, Sec. 
eo : 
INGERSOLL IN CANADA. A reply to Wendling, Archbishop 
Lynch, *' Bystander,” and others. By Allen Pringle. 
Price 10 cents. : : 
. This is à reply to the attacks upon Col. Ingersoll by the 
gentlemen named, which were made upon him after his lec- 
turing tourin Canada. Although, as the author says, Col. 


Ingersoll is amply ableto defend himself, should he deem it | 


necessary, this little work of fifty-six pages is not out of 
place. Mr. Pringle is a widely-read scholar, and presents 
his answers in the shape of au argument against Christian- 
ity, which is conclusiv. He has followed the example of 
the Tract Society and illuminated the covers of the work 
with extracts from the sayings of the most eminent writers, 
which are much inore' sensible than the scriptural quotations 
which adorn the works and walls of Chistianity. The work 
is written, Mr. Pringle says, more for quasi-Liberals than 
for advanced Materialiats, but we do not think it would hurt 
even them to read it. As a ‘“‘campaign document,” we 
commend this to all Liberais. Let them circulate it exten- 


siviy, and we will guarantee that good will follow. 
[From the Winsted Press.] 


“The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Mod- 
ern Times.” 


The second volume of D M. Bennett’s ‘ Gods and Relig. 
ions of Ancient and Modern Times” is now out, and is a 
worthy companion of the first. It isa book of 957 pages, 
handsomely bound, and containing an engraving of its au. 
thor in prison garb. The object of this work, as stated in 
the preface, is ‘‘ to giv to the public the best information to 
be had on the subject of- the gods and religions which men 
hav believed in in all ages of the world." The book is 
largely & compilation from the writings of those who hav 
made the sutject a special study, and was the work of Mr, 
Bennett while in prison under uvjust punishment for send- 
ing through the mails a pamphlet by E. H. Heywood, of 
Princeton, Mass, entitled ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes," the price of 
which pamphlet is fitteen cents. Like all history, this religio- 
historical work of Bennett/'s is a compendium of events, 
in which the poor, ignorant masses of humanity are contin- 
ual victims of poverty, persecution, and horrible injustice. 
The amazing fortitude of the people, their patient endurance 
of pain and privation, and ‘their marvelous sincerity of be- 
lief in the most outrageous falsehoods and absurdities are 
nowheré so strikingly revealed as in books like this. We 
get a glimpse of the ignorance and wretchedness of the 
common people of other days and the intolerance and 

' cruelty of their religious masters, and wonder that men 
could hav endured the horrors of existence with imaginary 
fiends clutching at their souls on the one hand and worse 
than fiends tormenting their bodies on the other. It can be 
no ordinary book of which James Parton would write as he 
has to its author of this one. Mr. Parton says: 

It Strikes me dumb with wonder. How you could hav 
executed stich a task, in such uupropitious circumstances, 
in the space of eleven months, passes my understanding. 
I should nav Wanted twenty-five years for it, and then should 
not hav been half as interesting as you hav made it. Your 
work is one long exhibition of the weakness and cowardice 
of man, and shows how, in every sge and in all climes, he 
has been cheated and plundered through his fears. What 
fools we hav been and what fools we are! Your example, 
I hope, wil make many men not afraid to touch the idol 
and help level it with tie dust. But when the idol is over- 
thrown, the great problem of human happiness will remain. 
Never forget that. 

. Volume second of the “Gods” opens with a review of 
primitiv religion, including fetichisra, polytheism and my- 
thology, and phallism. ‘ihis is followed by the religion of 
the Hindoos, including Brahmanish and Buddhism. The 
balance of the table of contents relates to the religion of 
Persia, of the Chaldeans, of Caina, of Thibet, of Egypt, of 
Assyria, of the Phonicians, of Greece, of the Romans, of 
the Teutons, of the Druids, of Judaism, of Mohammedan- 
ism, and lastly of Christianity. As cach of these syatems is 
treated at length the unusual size of the volume is explained, 
but nothing has been put in that could well hav been left 
out, and the interested reader will not complain that the 


book 18 too large. 


surest bulwarks against anti-Republican ten- | 


The Modern Spirit. 
BY V. DE P. _ 

| To the conservativ religionist the ‘ modern spirit” is 
synonymous with evil. It 


“Is a monster of so frightful mien 
That, to be hated, needs but to be seen,” 


It recognizes no authority but reason. It considers nothing 
sacred but truth, and holds nothing true except that which, 
by observation and experience, has been proved to appear 
under all circumstances thesame, It is an examiner of mo- 
tiva, and is not satisfled by effects or external appearances. 
Looking forward te universal happiness, it scorns to con- 
sider aught that conduces but to present contentment. 

As to the origin of the modern spirit, there is no time, 
however ancient, but that bears testimony of its mauifesta- 
tion. Wherever there hav been men anxious to know aught 
of the purpose of their being, or where superstition has 
raised itself to dictate and say what was holy and what evil, 
and what forms were subservient to the propitiation of God 
and to the discomfiture of evil powers, or where it has been 
said that thought should run only in certain defined direc- 
tions, there hav we seen the modern spirit rise with icono- 
clastic hand. m 

Such is the more usual conception of the modern spirit. 
The general mind sees it only as a rebellious manifestation 
against old and, especially, ‘‘sacred”’ objects and institu- 
tions. To the unprejudiced and thoughtful it appears as 
the champion of truth and right. It isa champion of truth 
because it is tolerant, and of right through principle, or 
rather law. It sees and declares that all things in their ulti- 
mate development rectify themselvs and become right. It 
givs its followers- but one truth as a rule of conduct—'* Ac- 
tion and reaction are equal and in opposit directions.” 
From this all other rules are derived, and by this all actions 
must be judged. From this simple truth we draw the 
declarativ commandments: ` » 

“ Every excess causes a defect, every defect an excess." 

“ For everything we gain we miss something ; for'every- 
thing we lose we gain something else." : 

The natural reaction of evil is unhappiness, and evil is 
aught that in its development produces miserv. We pay 
for our crimes in misery ; the sunshine of our laughter is 
followed by the shadow of tears. Each wrong furnishes an 
addition to the necessary balance of pain that accompanies 
our pleasure. Truly it behooves us to do good ; and yet it 
has been said that the modern spirit offered no inducement 
for right action, no punishment for evil. 

These truths hav a most benign influence on the individ- 
ual They compel him to carefully scrutinize all the cir- 
cumstances of his life, and cause him to get a just estimate 
on his own powers. The individual man is led to see that 
his powers hav definit causes ; that his whole life is filled 
with the harmony of law and order, which he can direct in 

ap far as he is able to grasp the mainsprings of his power 
and look backward to the unpropitious elements that hav 
been his hereditary inheritance. These things cause a man 
to see himself but as an atom in that strange compound 
Called humanity, the characteristics and uses of which in 
relation to the universe are still so vague and uncertain 
because of its insignificance. ] : 

Toward religion the modern spirit bears no equivocal re- 
lation. It can not be accused of bigotry in its espousal of 
any. {tis not sectarian. This is because it io the outgrowth 
of no particular religion, but a general rebound from the triv- 
jal and mean in all departments of thought and action. Tire 
modern spirit seeks and honors the best parts in all religions. 
It sees that all religions are a part of humanity and sub. 
stantially the same, having the same aim and holding power 
by the same means, The modern spirit does not seek to 
destroy any religion. It does not wish to annihilate from 
their position in the literary world the conceptions, dreams, 
ideas, or doctrins of the Christian theology. It oniy desires 
to show With all candor and gentleness that these ideas are 
no more worthy of belief or confidence, no more divine, 
than the ideas of pagan theology as transcribed by the phi- 
losophers. It wishes to demonstrate that the whole Bible— 
the history of Moses, the psalms of David, and the drama of 
Job—so far as divinity is concerned, is no better than simi- 
lar subjects by Zenophon, Homer, and Thucydides. The 
writings of Christian theology hav indeed added to our 
esthetic natures; they hav been important factors in our 
intellectual growth ; they are, no doubt, the outgrowth of 
honest conviction, and are—so far as they are such, and no 
farther— worthy of respect. Time, however, is an argument 
more subtle than any in metaphysics. It destroys so gradu- 
ally and yet so surely that men Can but stand aside in awe, 
powerless to save. ‘Time has said the Christian theology of 
the past has served its purpose. This verdict cannot be 
gainsaid. The only alternativ left is to cast aside the old 
habiliments of thought, and send them to the junk shop 
of the past, where they may lie in the dust of forgetrulness 
only to be occasionally disturbed by some intellectual anti- 
quarian. : e reran ae 

Toward practical life the modern spirit directs a most 
beneficial infiuence. It teaches that mind and matter are 
indissolubly united, that inner consciousness is dependent 
upon outer circumstances and influences. This causes it to 
be seen that the discoveries of science not only affect lite indi- 
rectly through making the means of living different, but 
Also directly by giving us a more thorough knowledge of its 
‘powers. The arts being the application of the principles of 
science, and tending to the promotion of the corporal, be- 
come honorable, because while making the means of life 
easier and better they tend to make thought purer and 
nobler. Verily tbe modern spirit must needs be strenuously 
combated. -— 

What the ultimate outgrowth of the modera spirit shall 
be,no man would be rash enougb, from present data, to 
formulate an opinion. On it depend all the inventions and 
discoveries that adorn and ameliorate the presens; on-it 
does the next cycle of progress rest. It holds in its thought 
the religion of the future. It has already given birth to the 
components of its philosophy. Science blesses it as a 

guardian influence, and art sees ia it a tolerant patron. 
! Thought under its patronage wanders unconstrainedly over 
. the fields of investigation and fearlessly exposes to view its 
discovered treasures ; while faith, in smiling simplicity, 
| fearlessly regards it as a friend. Everywhere there are seen 
‘through the new impulse given to all the springs of action 


l indications of its heneficent power, 


[From the New York Times. 
The Norwich Blue Laws. 


The spirit of the old Connecticut ‘‘ Blue laws” survives 
in Dr. Leonard W. Bacon, Mayor Osgood, and ''twenty- 
four other prominent citizens” of the city of Norwich. 
Historians profess to hav disproved the existence of any 
special code under the name of the ‘‘ Blue Laws,” but they 
hav evidently been deceived. If, in the year 1880, the citi- 
zens of Norwich are forbidden to seek recreation and health 
by a quiet sail on the Sound of a Sunday afternoon, we may 
with measurable certainty infer a state of public opinion in 
the New Haven Colony two hundred years ago which would 
hav made it a grave cffense for a man to kiss his wife or 
spank his child on the Sabbath. Dr. Bacon, a New Eagland 
pioneer of the seventeenth century, transported by some. 
caprice of nature into a day and generation with which he is 
not in sympathy, raises a discordant note of protest sgainst a 
practice which seems to him a desecration of the Sabbath. 
A year ago this present month he made an unsuccessful 
attempt to stop the Sunday excursions of the steamer Ella 
from Norwich to Watch Hill. A week sgo to-day he 
returned to the attack in his morning sermon, delivered before 
a union meeting of the three principal churches of Norwich. 
The pastors of two of these churches wére absent on their 
summer vacations. It is not improbable that they were 
at Watch Hill erj ds iue health-giving surf and the invig- 
orating sea breezes; r. Bacon denounced the owners of 
the steamer Ella ‘‘ in the most scathing terms,” we are told, 
**not only for violating the sanctity of Sunday in a flagrant 
manner, but also for aggravating their alleged offense by 
carrying women of known bad character, tolerating the sale 
of liquor on board, aud thus promoting gross debauchery in 
connection with these pleasure trips, besides having bands 
of music to add to the secularization of the day.” 

The'pious Doctor did not content himself with denuncia- 
tions. He drew up a petition to the managers of the Ella, 
and invited signatures. A brother pastor declined to sign 
the paper, declaring his lack of sympathy with its terms. 
A member of Dr. Bacon's church remonstrated with him, 
and informed him that another petition ‘ of a more temper- 
ate and less offensiv character " was to be put in circulation, 
The clergyman recalled his petition, therefore, and the 
guardianship of tbe holiness of the Sabbath in Norwich 
was transferred to other hands. Another petition, or letter, 
signed by Mayor Osgood and ‘‘ twenty-four other prominent 
citizens,” was presented to the manager of the steamboat 
by the Mayor himself, “who, in a brief informal interview, 
expressed the sentiments of the best people of the commu- 
nity, and obtained a ready promise to abandon the Sunday 
excursion for the rest of the season.” 

Who are “the best people of the community " in this 
Connecticut city? Do they dwell in close, smail-windowed 
houses in the crowded quarter, where the sireets are narrow 
and not over clean, where the blazing sun by day and the 
stifling heat by night torture grown men and women and 
burn the life out of'the little babies? We cannot believe 
that the ''best people of the community” inhabit sucha 
quarter. Surely the poor mau who works from sunrise to 
sundown on six days in the week would not petition against 
the privilege of a delightful trip up the Sound with his wife 
and children on the only day he could call his own, ‘These 
poor folk know that the heat and foul air of the city are 
fatal to intant life, and they love their babies as fondly as 
chough they were “the best people of the community." 
They know, too, that a trip on the Sound is cheaper than a 
funeral . Was it clerks and shop-girls who signed the peti- 
tion—young men and women who hav no home but a hall 
bedroom in which they all but suffocate these hot nights ? 
This caunot be, for they would look forward to Sunday, 
with its breczy sail to Watch Hill, as the bright day of their 
lives. As the signers of the petition could not hav been 
working men, Clerks, or 8uop-girls, we are forced to con- 
clude that they are the rich people who own and liv in 
spacious mansions on the Hill and along the shaded avenues, 
[t is obvious that they would care nothing about the Ella 
and her trips to Watch Hill. Their nouses are roomy and 
comfortable. “hey get pure and grateful breezes at home ; 
or, if they feel the need of sea air, they can go out on the 
Bound in their own or their friends’ private yachts, or they 
Can pack their numerous and large trunks full of costly 
clothes and go to Newport, Narragansett Pier, Block Island, 
or some Other fashionable resort. They are tne '' best peo- 
ple of the community," and with light hearts and pious 
souls they sign away the liberties of the poor, vulgar, igno- 
ble herd. 4 o 

This outburat of austere and sour-faced Puritanism is not 
a pleasant spectacle to contemplate. Mayor Osgood and 
the twenty-four ‘‘ best people of the community ” probably 
blame Dr. Bacon for the violence of his language, but flat- 
ter themselvs that they hav done a praiseworthy action, 
The censure of just-thinking men will fall more heavily 
upon them than uponhim. He overreached himself through 
too much zeal, but his method was straightforward. They 
went to work with ẹ smooth-tongued, oily persuasivness, 
and, being deacons, pillars of the church, rich men—in 
short, the `‘ best people of the community "—they made the 
proprietors of the Ella feel that they were really malefac- 
tors. If these most excelient people disapproved of Sun- 
day excursions, they reasoned, tue Lord must disapprove of 
them too. Mayor Osgood and histwenty-tour fello w-pietista 
must base their objections to Sunday excursions to Watch 
Hill on precisely une same ground as Dr. Bacon—that is, 
that they violate the sanctity of the Sabbatb, that women of 
bad character are taken on the boate, and that liquor is sold, 
But the people who go on the excursions must be some- 
where, the bad women mu:t be somewhere, and the liquor 
will be sold somewhere, It is the experience of this city, 
and it isthe opinion of every man whose Calvinism does 
not get the better of his judgment, that the Sabbath is much 
better kept by an excursion to ;the sea-side than by an idle 
day in tue city. The public peace and the morals of the 
community in New York gain to an immeasurable extent by 
the Sunday trips to Coney Island, Rockaway, and Glea 
Island. Do the ‘best people" of Norwich pelieve that 
their city will be more holy aad righteous now that the Ella 
will be moored to her dock on future Sunday afternoons ? 
They hav set up one law for the rich and another for the 
poor. They declare that all who do not think and act as 
they do are godless and wicked. They can go to Watch 
Hil on week days, so they stay at home on Sundays, and 
declare that everybody eise must do the same. Will they 
build a pillory in Norwich, cut off the eara of unbelievers, 
and bura witohes ? 
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The Sruth Seeker, September h, 1880. 


The Fourth Annual Congress of the National 
Liberal League, . 


To the Auxiliaries and Members of the National Liberal League, 
GREETING: ` 

The Fourth Annual Congress of the National Liberal 
League will be held at the West Ead Opera House, 431 W. 
Madison st., in the city of Chicago, Ill., on the 17th, 18th, 
and 19th of September next. All charter and life members 
of the National Liberal League, the President and Secre- 
tary of each local auxiliary and three delegates from the 
same are entitled to seats and votes in the Congress, and al 
annual members of the National League are entitled to 
seats, but not to votes, i 

As a President of the United States is to be elected this 
year, it is important that every one of the now two hundred 
auxiliaries shall be represented, and that a republic, every 
citizen of which professes that the state should be independ- 
ent of the church, and the church of the state, shall no 
longer stultify itself by subsidizing ecclesiastical corpora 
tions in exempting their property from taxation, supporting 
religious instruction in schools, robbing the people of their 
time by Sunday laws, paying salaries for religious services, 
and exacting religious oaths as security for truth and fidelity 
to civil obligations. 

If the Nationa] League has any voice, now is the time to 
hav it heard. The Constitutidn under which we liv conse 
crates the rights of speech and opinion and has no punishing 
power except for accurately-defined and proven crime ; and 
the depositaries of this punishing power, national and state, 
hav their well-defined provinces and limits as servants of the 
people and protectors against all personal violence and 
fanatical persecution. Tae great question of the day is 
whether these bulwarks of individual liberty shall be swept 
away by the greed of power truckling to bigotry and super- 
stition, or the voice and votes of a free and enlightened peo- 
ple shall teach political partisans that the whole is always 
greater than any part in the admini-tration of our republic. 

Boston, Mass., Aug. 9, 1880, ELizUR WRIGHT, Pres. 


Michigan Grove-Meeting. 


The Liberalists and Freethinkers of Michigan and north- 
ern Indiana will hold their annual grove-meeting at School- 
craft, Mich., Sunday, Sep. 12, 1880, in Island Grove. Col. 
R. G. Ingersoll and Prof. O. A. Phelps, will positivly be 
present and address the meeting. James Parton is also 
expected. This will be the largest meeting ever held under 
Liberal auspices. Railroads will run trains to this meeting 
at very low excursion rates. Arrangements hav been made 
to receive twenty thousand people. ALBERT BURSON, 

Managing Sec. 


D. M. BENNETT's letters from Europe will be issued in 
book form. i 
o te 
Fair Play. 


Not long ago one of the best of women said to me, “I 
tell you, Bro. Lynn, T. C. Leland is a captain." This was 
just after reading one of his short, practical, and pungent 
articles wherein he placed before the vision of F. E. Ab. 
bot the Eighth Demand of Liberalism, I was quite as well 
pleased a8 the lady referred to, and instead of giving the 
author the title of captain, it seemed more befitting to" zall 

him a major-general. 
| . In spite of these well-merited compliments, we are not 

going to accept all the author says as law and gospel, and do 
not think him a good representativ of the Liberal idea or 
spirit in his late article, ‘‘ Good for Greens." We agree with 
him regarding the farce of a Liberal party as inaugurated 
at Cincinnati, and the part played in that performance by 

R. G. Ingersol], in connection with his voluntary offering 
. (not allowed) at the Cnicago Republican Convention, In. 

gersoll’s love for the Republican party is on a par with T. 

C. Leland's for the Democracy, all right and proper, doubt 

less, if they think so. 
not object 1f others of less ability, though equally honest, 
take exception to their conclusions. 

Friend Leland tells us that Bro. Walker is sadly disap- 
pointed with the action of the Greenback Convention, with 
its ‘‘ farce of prayer and a religious bigot at the head of the 
ticket.” I was present at that same Convention, and by 
committee work missed hearing that peculiar prayer. After 
learning of its character and the manner of its reception, 
my absence Caused me some regret. . 

Among the members of the Convention, TRE TRUTH 
SEEKER had a large number of its activ friends, and the 
Convention treated the women more generously than any 
political body had ever treated them before. Asa whole, it 
was generous to a fault in going outside of its legitimate 
work. It is a political organization established for currency 
reform, and the principles of equity between the producers 
of wealth and the owners of Capital, and also the regula- 
tion and control of all corporations within such limits that, 
while it does not seek to infringe on their right of franchise, 
will guard, the people against all corporate infringements 
of their rights. 

It seems to me that Liberalism is getting pretty low when 
it gets into spasms over a simple prayer at a political meet- 
ing or an invocation ata Spiritual meeting. Speaking for 
myself, I wish it were otherwise, and I confess there are 
times when for a second I feel annoyed with these things, 
and yet the sense of shame that follows assures me that I 
can preach better than practice. d 

What do Liberals want? What do they expect? A 
beer-drinking Liberal sheuld aot expect a total abstinence 
society to justify his use of lager. A teetotal Liberal would 
not expect this same beer-user to accept bis platform, Could 
not both parties be liberal enough to allow all the freedom 


they claimed, aud yet treat each other courteously ? 


As representativ Liberals they will; 


A man is not necessarily a bigot because, like Mr. Weaver, 
he is à Methodist. Mr. Clark, the Methodist minister who 
spoke so kindly of Ingersoll, was a more perfect Liberal 
than most of those of my acquaintance, by personal reputa- 
tion or otherwise. 
degree of irritation or petulance because representativ men 
of any party whose principles he admires, does not happen to 
belong to his particular phase of intellectual, religious, or 
scientific thought, whether he knows it or not, he has 
the unmistakable signs of bigotry that are much worse in a 
professing Liberal than any one else. f 

I hav about come to the conclusion that bigotry is about 
as general as ''total depravity,” and that Liberals hav the 
distemper very general, even if it is in a milder form. I 
venture the assertion that that farce of a prayer suited nine- 
tenths of the members of that convention ; and only think 
what good liberal souls the otber one-tenth must hav had to 


feel so exercised at having their pet notions and feelings so - 


outraged. Liberals said to me, ** You ought to hav heard 
it, We said Amen to it with a vim," i 


We take exception to the charge of bigotry against Mr. 
Weaver, because we esteem it unjust, untrue, and unfair. 
His being a Methodist does not make him a bigot. On this 
point I go back on my experience and the principles of jus- 
tice and equity. Mere intellectual conclusions regarding 
science, morals, or religions, do not make possessors bigots 
or Liberals. Sometimes those. entertaining the broadest 
views and possessing the most scientific research are the 
most ready to find fault with others because they see not as 
they do, while minds the most childlike, the most credulous, 
are entirely free from this despotic and cruel arrogance, 
Belief is not bigotry; intolerance of the opinions of others, 
and arrogant claims for your own is the trouble. 

When we heard J. B. Weaver was a Methodist we were 
pleased, for it would be the cause of more gratulation in the 
party than were he a follower of Ingersoll, and I was quite 
willing to forego the present gratification of a Liberal Spir- 

|itualist in having the larger number gratified. He repre- 
sents principles we deem essential for the well-being of the 
government. He has proved his ability and integrity in this 
respect. We consider very important the ‘‘ bread-and- 
butter question ;” it is first for the toiling, laboring commu- 


nity. When well fed we may reach thêm then with Liberal | 


ideas and scientific truth, 

We accept the platform as the best possible under the cir- 
cumstances, and Iam quite sure that there were more TRUTH 
SEEKER readers who cheerfully ratified it than were found in 
the Republican and Democratic conventions. We fail to see 
where the Democratic platform at all compares with the 
National Greenback-Labor platform, so far as the interests 
of the producing Classes are concerned; and while I thus see, 
there is no danger of my grumbling over the phraseology 
when the spirit is all right. 

We are entirely sick of tbe present political migmanage- 


Whenever a person manifests any 


ment; it is time the Republican party was out of power. | 


And as the Cincinnati Zimes-Siar, a Republican daily, says 
in speaking of the two platforms: '' What material question 
remains, then, upon which & direct national issue can be 
gained? In all sincerity it might be said that so far as the 
actual substance is Concerned, the Democrats and Republi- 
Cans might swap platforms and candidates, and proceed in 
the campaign with entire consistency.” 


: It is because such are the facts that we oppose both the 
old parties. They are in league with the national bankers, 
the bondholders, land and railroad corporations, that work 
injury to producers and consumers. They seek to control 
the finances of the nation; fund, instead of pay, the 
national debt ; farm out the public iands to great landlords, 
and giv entire control to railroad corporations, who pool 
their earnings in order to charge what they please for 
freight and passengers, We urge the correction of these 
evils. We are Conscious that J. B. Weaver is well worthy 
our support, and even if the ‘‘crowd is meager,” we shall 
make one Without any fear of the bigotry of Mr. Weaver or 
getting into a fever over the prayer of the Iowa Methodist 
preacher. Bigotry is very unpalatable, narrowness is dis: 
tasteful, and while some Liberalists will vote the Republican 
ticket, others the Democratic, and some not at all, it is 
equally sure that a goodly percentage will vote for Weaver 
and Chambers, despite the fear and charge of bigotry from 
those who profess to be our teachers. GEO. LYNN. 


Sr 


Michigan Liberalists and Spiritualists. 

To THE EDITOR or Tug TRUTH BEEKEB, Sir; Thinking 
that many of your readers would beinterested to hear of the 
progress of Liberal thought. in southwestern Michigan, I 
send you a dim outline of one of the best Spiritual gather- 
ings ever held in that portion of the state. It was the annual 
convention of the Spiritualists and Liberalists of VanBuren 


7 and 8, 1880, in the apple-orchard grove of Robert Nesbiit. 
Some who came on Saturday brought their tents and other 
paraphernalia for camp life, and the faces of all gave evi- 
dence that they had met for & good social time, as well as 
earnest work. At3o’clock P. M. the convention was called 
to order by the President, L. S. Burdick, when Mrs. E. C. 
Woodruff, of South Haven spoke one hour on “The Moral 
Order of the Universe.” F 

Adjourned till half past six, when Dr. A, B. Spinney of 
Detroit spoke on ''Intuition and Science as Educators 
from the Primitiv.” At an early hour on Sunday morning 
the people from the surrounding country began to gather at 
the gate, and it was not long before eight or nine hundred 
, had assembled in the beautiful shade of an old farm orchard. 
Convention was called to order at half past nine, devoting 
One hour to conference, when Mrs. Woodruff occupied the 
morning session, subject, ‘‘ What are your Basic Ideas ?— 
The dignity and supremacy of the human mind." 


| 


and adjoining counties, held on Saturday and Sanday, Aug. ` 


At two o'clock the convention elected officers as follows : 
President, L. S. Burdick, of Texas ; Vice-President, Mrs. 
Elvira Chidester, of Bangor ; Secretary, E. L. Warner, of 
Paw Paw; Treasurer, Mrs. -Hoxina A. Sheffer, of South 
Haven. Dr. Spinney then spoke from the interrogatory, 
« Will you hav Rationalism or Superstition ?’’. It would be 
futil to attempt to giv a faint outline of the flights of 
oratory and showers of inspiration that came from the lips 
of the speakers at each session, and I can only say to those 
who are Conversant with them that the associations present 
conspired with the mystic forces wafted: thither by celestial 
oxygen, to place them in the most receptiv condltion as 
instruments to be acted upon by the subtil elements in the 
realm of the invisible. A choir was selected from the audi- 
ence that rendered fine vocal music, and an amateur brass 
band did themselvs much credit in rendering instrumental 
music, which was appreciated by all present. 

And when I come to speak of the hospitality of Mr. Nes- 
bitt and his amiable wife, and their three daughters, my pen 
falters, and the definition of a Webster fades into oblivion, 
for one must be a recipient thereof to fully comprehend the 
significance of the term, and I can only say that they 
opened their spacious house and barns and the contents of 
them to over one hundred guests who lodged on the prem- 
ises on Saturday night, and took breakfust at their table on 
Sunday morning. My pen can pay Mr. Nesbitt no better 
tribute than to say that he is a man of strong convictions, 
and will dare all hë has for the right, taking his life in his 
hands and risking everything for his family. and friends. 
He was one of the pioneers of Van Buren county, purchas- 
ing a large tract of densely wooded forest, several hundred 
acres Of which he has made to “bud and blossom as the 
rose," still owning quite a tract of the primeval forest in its 
primitiv condition, heavily wooded with valuable timber. 
A national flag was floating from & pole about thirty feet 
high, which was suggestiv of the mental liberty for which 
we are so earnestly contending. The name of the associa- 


‘tion is informal, and it has had an existence since 1868, 
' passing through the alternate lights and shades incident to 


the progress of Freethought during that period, and it has 
been maintained only by the persistent efforts of a few de- 
termined workers, some of whom hav removed frum the 
county, while many hav passed to the other life, whose 
memory stil livs, and their works do follow them. 

The first organization of the '* Van Buren County Circle," 
80 called, was by the personal efforts of 8. F, Breed, now in 


; California, at the time when Col. D. M. Fox was organiz. 


ing the state, and each county had an organization auxiliary 
to the state association. 


Owing to the lack of a financial basis, and the fact that 
a few became overworked, the county societies became dis- 
organized, and the best workers from adjoining counties 
sought a union with us, until now we hav the strongest 
band of harmonious workers in the state. Tae contribu- 
tions for the support of this society hav been voluntary, 
and the struggle has been intense to keep the vital spark 
from entirely dying out, but we advertised well, and took 
an admission fee of ten cents at the gate on Sunday, and 
find the society has a balance on hand of $69.44, thus plac- 
ing us above the terror of financial failure for the present. 


The convention adjourned about four o'clock, and every 
one went away happy, their faces denoting that no one was 
any more afraid of an angry God or ugly devil than when 
they came there. E. L. WARNER, Sec. © 

Paw Paw, Mich., Aug. 18, 1880. 


————— "9 M———— 


A Letter from Oregon. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: As it ig 
a real impossibility to make the most distant allusion to the 
depravity of the Christian church and her '' white necktie 
and black gown wearers” through the columns of our 
Oregon press, I hav to take refuge in your independent 
Libera] paper, Open words and open doors, the demandg 
of civilization and culture, cannot be found among the press 
of Oregon for the present. The Oregon Staats Zeitung, a 
German journal, edited by Dr. J. Folkmann, makes in this 
respect the only exception, while our English papers are 
altogether under the control of the clergy —those usurpers 
of the Christian name, who teach a counter religion, made 
up of the deliria of crazy imaginations, as foreign to Chris. 
tianity as is that of Mohammed or Brigham Young. 


Since the unity of the Supreme Being was ousted by the 
force of the sword of the civil government, wielded at the 
will of fanatic priests, that creed dug the first shovel.full 
for its own burial. The sooner they get their tomb finished, 
the sooner the glorious age will dawn upon us. 


" From the lips of truth one mighty breath 
Shall, like a whirlwind, scatter in its breeze 
The whole dark pile of human mockeries." 


As long as such sentiments as the Bible produces on the 
minds of our Christian flock find currency, and are 
esteemed as the ve plus ultra of moral worth, our morality 
will remain, as hitherto, a system of organized hypocrisy, 
an unblushing caricature of all that is virtuous, noble, gen. 
erous, and faithful. The Christians ought to blush when 
they look at the simple excellences of people who can 
afford to be moral without the spurs of heaven or hell. It 
would be time for those braying asses, the Christian clergy, 
to cease fulminating from their pulpits their atrocious ca]- 
umnies against such mén as Thomas Paine, Bob Ingersoll, 
D. M Bennett, and thousands of others, who were and are 
yet the pride of candid manhood, because the Infidel’s posi- 
tion is substantiated by having shown the reductio ad ab- 
surdum to which the reasoning of the theologian’ infallibly 
tends. No compacter body of liars and hypocrits than the 
Christian clergy ever existed. Jesus himself deceived his 
disciples, by telling them he would not go to the Passover, 


The Truth Seeker, September, Á, 1880. 
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and yet he went there before they did. Namby Pamby 
Peter, and the greatest fraud of all the frauds, Paul, played 
the hypocrit. The last named was even punished for it by 
one of his returns to Jesusalem by his senior usurper, All” 
the Christian Fathers of the early Christian period, espe- 
cially the composers of the New Testament, before and 
during the reign of that monster emperor, Constantine—the 
blood-thirstiest hyena that ever sat on a throne—recom- i 
mended lying in behalf of God and his word. Their Al- 
mighty Jehovah had to be upheld by lies, and Jesus was by 
Constantine’s sword placed in a line with old Jehovah. If 
.God, when he, according to the Bible, dabbed up man, had 
clapped a bell or clicker within him, which would giv the 
alarm whenever he told a lie, he would hav avoided much 
crime in the world, because none of those temple orators ; 
could hav been understood by their auditore, on account of . 
the constant bell.ringing within them. And as we read; 
Luke xv—''Isay unto you that joy shall be in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth " etc.—I recommend to the clergy 
the words of Peter Pindar, i 
"Repent then, all ye rogues; . 
É Ye’ll be forgiven. 
And giv the saints a holiday 
In heaven.” 


Every one of them, from Comstock down to the most ig- 
norant mouthpiece of the Bible in the backwoods of our 
Coast Range, ought to take these words to heart. In our 
Coast Range, the Philomath Crucible, a United Brethren 
sheet, figures as the most celebrated family literature. The 
Rev. Mr. Becker, the present trumpet of that cheesy sheet, | 
met with a total failure in editing the Sacramento Telescope, | 
and came to seek his bread and butter—totally depending 
on the perspiration of our mountaineers—in our midst. 
Oae of the first commandments of this new editorial light 
reads, * A little more sleep, a little more slumber, a little 
more folding of the hands,” etc. Simultaneously, in the 
same article, he holloes : ‘‘ Wake up! wake up! Every 
activ hand to work tò double the subscriptions of the Oru- 
cible.” Every candid reader will understand his whining 
and holloing thus : Stay lazy, dreamy, sieepy ; we want you 

. poor. The poor are easy to bend. But should you make a ` 
dollar or two, use it for the support of us—seventy thousand 
mouthpieces depending on the charity of the people of the. 
Uniied States. 

This is the true spirit of our Christian holy men. John 
Wesley said: “ You who hav two hundred dollars a year, 
and spend but one, do you giv God the other hundred ? If 
not, you rob him of just as much. Oh, bring all! You 
cannot bring too much. Leave nothing behind you,” etc. 

In the same number of the Crucible Mr. Bceker said, “The 
subordination of the woman to man, in fact and as in form, 
is universal and unchanging for the last eighteen hundred. 
years; and as long as the Bible stands we fear no change." 
Ought not every true woman punish a wanton parson who 
dares utter such degrading words to women, with outspoken 
contempt ? 

What candid man could deny that woman is far superior 
to man in morals? Therefore woman must be made to 
stand side by side with man, his equal and his peer i 
everything. : 

True morality is physiological instead of theological. Giv 
woman, as the superior moral being, a political status equal 
with man, enfranchise her, and we will soon hav such re- 
forms inaugurated as the world needs. But alas ! men like 
Becker and his associate, Prof. Walker, who even deny 
that our government guarantees equal rights, both civil and 
religious, to all the people, and sneer at the Constitution, 
which states, ‘Congress shall make no law respecting the 
establishment of religion or the free exercise thereof,” can 
not be expected to allow woman the same natural and in- 
alienable rights, and the same common interest, as men. 
Nay, our clergy want women to remain subordinate, so they 
may use them for their playthings in a hundred different 

. ways and manners. Prof. Walker has given proof how 
artfully he can metamorphose his lady students into dolls, 
A few months ago the National Police Gazette, of New 
York, had an illustration of Walker teaching his female 
students kissology. Walker, however, managed, I presume 
with the help of Comstock's law, to prevent the appearance 


known to be Infidel ; the spirit of ostracism rampant in a 
churchal community against an honest, intelligent unbeliev- 
er ; slanderous, false attacks from the pulpit upon Thomas 
Paine; the standard of morality prescribed by Christianity— 
these and the like are the prevalent wrongs which it is the 
mission of the National Liberal League and like organiza- 
tions to eradicate, and to rear above their ruins a grand 
brotherhood, the fruitage of which shall be love, worship of 
humanity, which shall secure to each and all the fullest, 
broadest freedom, and sweep forever away that spirit of 


ostracism which would proscribe those who dare to think |' 


and proclaim their convictions, i 

In the 14th issue of the Commonwealth, a Topeka, Kansas, 
paper, is found ** A Protest," disclaiming against excursion 
trains running on Sunday, and calling on the Christian 
people to discountenance such excursions. This protest is 
signed by some sixteen clergymen of different evangelical 
denominations. What a presumptiv interference and in- 
sult this to the majority of city people, who prefer to spend 
the day of rest and relaxation from duties in some delight- 
ful grove—nature’s fair temple—where man can hold com- 
munion With tree and bud, with vine and flower, and 
streams and tuneful birds, and for the time become oblivi- 
ous of oppressiv cares—freedom from intense mental appli- 
cation ! 

These self-appointed guardians who presume to dictate 
where people shall go, what they shall think, talk, and do, 
are intolerable; they need to be informed that this is a land 
of freedom. Down with these oligarchists! 

The Chicago Times of the 2d inst. contains a long article 
apropos, headed, ‘“ Blest with rest.—Tens of thousands of 
people spend a day in God’s first temples,” etc. The writer 
breasts the progressiv tide in which ‘‘old things are done 
away,” particularly the New England Puritanical Sabbath. 
It seems that in the 16th century the early morning hours 
of the Sabbath were devoted to mass, the remainder of the 
day to merry-making, that Luther and Calvin were not 
sanguin as to Sabbath observance as was Edwards, who 
made of the Sabbath a ** very solemn day for adults and a 
very tedious one to children.” The writer alluded to the 
opening of theaters on Sundays, which has horrified the 
evangelical clergy, In conclusion he says: ‘‘Whatever may 
be the merits or demerits of Sunday theaters, there hav been 
fewer Sunday. night’s rows here since theaters were 
opened Sunday nights than there were before.” The Sun- 


i day theaters appear to draw from the saloons and not from 


the churches, 

Speaking of the great crowd of people who throng Ran- 
dolph, Clark, Madison, and State streets, the writer says: 
“ There is nothing in the appearance of the city ‘down 
town'on Bundays to suggest holiness, prayer, fasting, or 
any of the orthodox observances of the Sabbath of olden 
time; the city has on its holiday garb, and the citizens are 
similarly attired. Itis a day given up by nine-tenths of the 
people to rational and material rest and enjoyment, and not 
to worship, humiliation, and unnatural repression and self- 
torture elsewhere practiced.” 

Outside of New York city and San Francisco no other 
American city is more cogmopolitan in its character than 
Chicago. The writer well remarks, ** It would be the rank- 
est folly to attempt to prescribe rules for the observance of 
the Sabbath and expect people to liv up to them.” 

Notwithstanding this cosmopolitism, the Rev. David 
Johnson preached a late sermon on *'Desecration of the 
Park," because, forsooth, the commissioners of South Park 
hav arranged to giv the people free Sunday concerts ; they 
are also planning for a large shelter, sufficient in size to 
accommodate 5,000, the pavilion to be built of wood and 
-hav 8 smooth floor for dancing. These park attractions 
make wrathful the holy ones, for they materially affect the 
purse. The salary of the clergy depends upon their “ draw- 
ing” capacity, and if people prefer to ''pay the fiddler,” 
who are to furnish the ‘‘ yellow-legged spring chickens” 
and the broadcloth ? Who would not prefer an excursion, 
a ramble in a delightful park or grove, to listen to sweet- 
toned music which renders the soul worshipful, and witness 
the mazy dance, to sitting bolt upright in church and listen- 
ing to the old, old story of believe or be damned? 

The cosmopolitan Sabbath of our great cities obtains not 


of that number of the Gazette in Corvallis and Philomath, 
and only one copy found its way from Roseburg to Benton 
county seat, 

The Bible says God has foreordained whatever comes to 
pass, Then God has foreordained that I should not believe 
in the Bible, ard that I should write this letter to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. 

Under the shelter of my banner, which bears the inscrip- 
tion, Si populus vuli decipi decipiatur, I remain, 

Yours fraternally, E, W. FiTZNER. 


Various Things. 


NATIONAL LIBERAL LEAGUE.—SUNDAY CONCERTS IN SOUTH 
PARK, CHICAGO, — SUNDAY NIGHT THEATERS, — REV. 
JOHNSON ON DESECRATION OF THE PARE,—A PROTEST, 
—' PUCK” AND THE CAMP-MEETING, 

T. C, Leland wielda the pen of a ready writer and says 
many timely, good things. He comprehends the aim and 
power of the National Liberal League—may its members 
increase, its power to combat intolerance be intensified, 
until it shall, in truth, become an ‘ organization which shall 
emancipate the masses of mankind from ai] the remaining 
: glaverles!" Chief among these slaveries may be enumerated ` 
‘those springing from priestly or churchal rule. The late’ 
clamor for God in the Constitution ; exemption from taxa- 
tion of church property and ecclesiastical schools ; odious 
Sunday laws which deprive people of their time and debar ` 
their pursuit of happiness; chaplaincies supported by the 
people; the judiciary oath as now administered; reading of 
Scriptures and prayer forced on secular schools ; employ- | 
went of Christian teachers and refusal of schools to any | 


in country hamlets, neither is it of individual application in 
large cities. Let an individual dare to abide by his own 
convictions as to how the Sabbath may be devoted, and if 
in the exercise of the same, prescribed rules are disregard- 
ed, a whole church will unitedly oppose the success of his 
business, or if a politician, they will cast a solid vote against 
him. This is practical freedom with a vengeance ! 

In the St. Louis Globe-Democrat of the 15th inst. appears 
“The Intolerance of Unbelief.” Puck is now the target for 
religionists, because, forsooth, his cartoon of the Marvin 
‘camp-meeting is not travestied to suit orthodox esthetics. 
Wonder if any ''obscenity " is scented in Puck? The 
writer of this ‘‘ Intolerance " article consoles himself by the 
unctuous reflection that “the Infidelity but a short time ago 
so rampant in this country has not profited by its excesses,” 
Wonder if he refers to the Christian incarceration of D. M, 
Bennett? If so, we beg to demur at his inferences, for no 
act of Liberais or Christians within the last decade so 
advanced the cause of Freethought and Infidelity as did the 
imprisonment of the hero D. M. Bennett. Why, he didn't 
crish worth a cent! Look at the mammoth work, ** Gods 
of Ancient and Modern Times," containing about 2,000 
pages, collected, compiled, written, and one volume even 
issued from the press during his year of imprisonment ! 


Why, his incarceration was the grandest strike for free-|. 


dom’s cause that the world has witnessed for years. A 
prisoner one year, an honored, loved, revered delegate to 
the World's Convention the next. Ah! Hamlet's ghost will 
not avaunt. Eternal truth, though crushed to earth and 
bound in chains, will rise triumphant yet. 


Cleveland, Qs, Aug, 20, 1880, — GBAOR Ju, PARERHURBST. 


* Our Heavenly Father.” 
AN EXAMPLE OF HIS ‘LOVING KINDNESS AND TENDER 
.  MERCIES " 
BY M. BABCOCK. 


This World has a population of some fifteen hundred 
millions of inhabitants, who are said to be the children of a 
heavenly father. Not one of them has ever seen their 
heavenly father, nor can they of their own knowledge 
truthfully declare him to hav an existence except in their 
imagination. : 

This invisible being is called God. And we are told that 
he possesses unlimited power, that be knows and sees all 
things, past, present, and the future. and that he loves 
his children and would like to see them happy. | 

We will now present a case for the consideration of such 
as are Continually prating about God’s goodness and watch- 
ful care over his children. 

But a few dayssince the steamer Seawanhaka was burned, 
and some seventy persons, ‘“‘God’s children," were either 
consumed in the flames or drowned in their attempts to 
escape. There were innocent babes and helpless little 
children struggling in the water and crying for help. But 
where was God and the evidence of his love and power? 

Now, I want to say right here that there is not a whisky- 
seller nor a wild Indian ia the world who would not hav 


saved those poor, pitiable creatures if he had been able to do . 


it. But according to the Bible, God, who could blow a 
hole through the Red Sea that the children of Israel might 
escape by crossing over on dry land, was there and able to 
hav performed the same trick by blowing a hole through 
the water and enabling his children to escape on dry land, 
Why didn't he doit ? 

Do you, my orthodox friends, say the day of miracles is 
past? Who told youso? Then why do you every day ask 
God to perform a miracle by asking him for daily bread 
and to heal the sick and do a thousand things that could 
only be done by a miracle?’ If God wished to establish a 
reputation for goodness and love, we must insist that he 
makes a mistake in not helping a fellow when he needs 
help, In the case above alluded to, the prayers of mothers 
and Children might just as well hav been addressed to a 
horse as to the Christians’ God. Even the prayer of an old 
minister of the guspel was of no use, It was a sad, sad 
case, the case of Dr. Diller. "The circumstances connected 
with the death of this venerable clergyman were peculiarly 
sad. He was nearly seventy years old and feeble. He 
stood with his devoied daughter, Lillie, at the bow of the 
Seawanhaka, hemmed in on one side by the spreading 
flames. Miss Diller clung to her father and succeeded in 
fastening a life-preserver about his body. But he was 
afraid to move, though the flames were consuming every- 
thing near them. His daughter pleaded with him to trust 
himself to the water; she prayed men who were near by to 
save him; she tried with her own strength to help her 
father over the guard-rail. But he appeared dazed and 
hardly conscious of her efforts to save him, and without 
power to move, His daughter clung to him as long as she 
could. Tne flames had already burned her face and shoul- 
ders, and when she was still unable to save her father, she 
kissed him, said ‘Good-bye,’ and jumped into the water, 
The old man, paralyzed, stood where he was as the flames 
surrounded him and he was hid from view. His body was 
found unrecognizable save by a set of artificial teeth. His de- 
voted daughter lies in 8 precarious condition in the hospital 
on Randall’s Island, Dr. Diller was born in Lancaster, Pa. 
His first clerical duty was performed in Brooklyn as assist- 
ant rector to Dominie Johnson at Bt. John's church. He 
removed to Middlebury, Vt., but afterward returned to 
Brooklyn and took charge of Bt, Luke's, He leaves a wife, 
four daughters, and a son, Miss Lillie Diller, who was with 
him on the Seawanhaks, was his eldest daughter, and was 
45 years of age. For 39 years, ending in June of last year, 
Dr, Diller had been the activ rector of St. Luke's parish, 
Owing to declining health the congregation of 8t. Luke's 
decided on the 1st of January to make him their pastor 
emeritus, calling Rev. Dr. George Vandewater to the activ 
work, and giving Dr. Diller a salary and the rectory to re- 
side in for the rest of his life." 

Now it seems a little tough that this old man who had 


worked for God so long in trying to save sinners from the 
fires in another world should himself hav to roast in this 
world. ` 

We are told that God could hav saved this helpless old 
man if he would. But no; by his refusal he seems to hav 
gaid : Well done, thou good and faithful servant ; thou hast 
worked well for me in this world, and as a reward I'll save 
you from fire in the next world, but I'll not save you from 
fire in this world. Iso love my children that I can't bear 
to see a good man suffer in the next world, but I can look 
on with the utmost indifference and see him writhe and 
roast in torment in this world ; and although I could save 
him just as easily as the raising of my little floger, I won't 


do it. . 

Splendid ! His ‘‘loving kindness," how great! And if 
this good old man at the last moment shall hav lost his 
faith in God, theology says that God will tell his angel to 
shove him into hell and let the roasting be continued, His 
forty years of working for God will count for nothing. 
When he dies he ‘must believe or he shall be damned,” 
Now I hav no respect for any God, book, or religion that 
wil damn a man on account of his honest opinions and 
under such circumstances, 

But a week later we get the news of the daughter's death 
also, She had stayed by her old father too long, trying to 
giv him comfort and aid him to escape, before she would 
desert him and save herself by taking to the water. She 
was so badly burnt that although rescued from the water 
she died soon after. 

Now if she died an unbeliever, theology says she must be 
cast into hel), and if her father was so fortunate as to reach 
heaven he cau look down into hel] and see tbe daughter who 
sacrificed her own life in trying to save his, without dimin- 
ishing his happiness. And if this is true, heaven must hav 
brutalized the father; and I pronounce such à religion un- 
suited to the wants of the civilization of the nineteenth 


century. 


* 
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"letters from Friends. 


BARKERS, N. Y., Aug. 10, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear sir: l received the first volume 
of your book, but Iam not satisfied. What's the matter ? 
Well, the book is well worth the $5.00 and ought to net you 
that amount for every copy sold, aad to ask me to allow you 
to pay a dollar or more out of that for postage is an. out- 
rage which I feel just like resenting. And now, sir, to be 
even with you, I inclose to you $2.00 more to help you on 
your trip to Europe, or in any way that suits you. 

You did not publish the piece 1 sént, inclosing the $5 00. 


religious views and prejudices of the presidential candi- 
dates, The information we hav is that Garfield is a Camp- 
bellite, or Christian, and that he preached some in early 
life, Friends write us that he has become Liberalized, and 
may be regarded as a Liberal sort of Christian. Weaver is 
noted as a very pious type of Methodist, and is called one of 
the bluest of the blue, being ultra-religious. Hancock can 
hardly be calied a religious man. It is a disputed matter 
whether he belongs to any church, though he sometimes 


‘attends the Episcopal church with his wife, to which she 


belongs. We hav not learned whether Dow has any religion 
or not. 


-returns. 


Perhaps it was too lengthy or unsound. Still I take issue 
with you on the materiality of sensation, thought, mind, 
etc., and regard them as phenomenal or functional, and not 
as entities at.all. Sensation and thought are one and ingep- 
arable, except that sensation may commence in & nerve and 
a thought in the brain; and with living nerve and brain- 
action given, we hav feeling, sensation, Consciousness, 
thought, mind, all one, all physical nonentities, and no- 
where to be found outside of sentient brain-action. Take 
away that action and see how much you will hav left. 

You say ‘‘ thought is matter because it takes matter to pro- 
duce it, and all that matter zs or does is material.” Now, a 
sentient action of the brain involves sensation, and you say 
truly that '* where there is sensation there is thought," and 
you might also hav said, where there is sentient brain- 
action there is sensation, for they are one and inseparable. 
The living action is in the material brain, and thas action 
involves sensation, consciousness, thought. Stop that action 
and all the thought (material or otherwise) which you hav 
been stowing up in your '' material " mind will vanish in an 
instant—mind and all; and if the motion or action of mat- 
teris also material then you hav the argument, If not, 
not. ` - 

I hav much more to say on this subject, especially in 
regard to the materiality of sound, but I don't know as you 
would publish it if I should say it.. So, wishing you suc- 
cess and a joyful trip to Europe, I remain, f 

Yours as ever, F. N. ALBRIGHT, M.D, 


RrrLY.—Thanks to our friend for his appreciation and 
his generosity. We beg his pardon for nov publishiag his 
former communication ; it accidently got mislaid or cov- 
ered with others ag many do. It was not because it was 
regarded as unsound. According to our view our friend is 
sound, and there is not very much difference between us, 
save perhaps inthe meaning of terms. We think whatever, 
is produced by matter is material, even if it may not prop- 
erly be called matter itself. Every motion, every move- 
ment of & muscle, every perception of the eye, every 
thought or movement of the brain is of this character. We 
hardly intend to say. ‘‘ thought is matter,” though we regard 
it a8 material. It is a form of matter in motion, and un- 
doubtedly necessitates a certain expenditure of food or vital 
force, the same as the action of a muscle or any organ of 
the body. It seems hardly proper to call the action of an 
organ matier though it is strictly material and requires mat- 
ter to produce. Whatever pertains to matter may properly 
be termed material. 

What our friend says about sensation, nerve action, etc., 
seems quite reasonable. We trust he will let us hear from 
him again.—Ep. T. 8. 


But, after all, it is not what the religion of the several 
candidates is, nor what their personal views are upon any 
subject. The matter must be looked at is the tendeacy of 
parties, and what we hav to expect of them if they are 
placed in power. The tendencies of the Republicans hav 
been very clearly shown in affiliating with the church, the 
Y. M. C. A., and in trampling upon the most vital princi- 
ples of American liberty. For this, we think, they deserve 
condemnation and removal from power for at least four 
years. "hose who think differently will of course continue 
to vote for them to retain power for another quarter of a 
century. As for us, we wish to see a change.—Ep. T. 8. 


MAPLETON, Iowa., Aug. 15, 1880. 

Msz. Eprror : The wide exchange and conflict of opinion 
from the entertaining writers Contributing to each number 
of your valuable paper are features at once commending it 
to the favorable consideration of all who possess sufficient 
impartiality to be willing to investigate and giv a fair hear- 
ing to both sides of any given subject. It is a feature of 
great value, that while free.to expresa your own convictions 
and ideas you should be equally free and willing to allow 
your opponent on any subject to express and maintain his 
or her ideas and opinions without abridgment or denial. _ 

The assumption and presumption of many of our Chris. 
tian professors and writers is truly astonishing. For in- 
stance, in just glancing over a single page of Mr. Mair’s 
argument with D. M. Bennett, without litting to read, I see 
in one column the assumption or supposition that à human 
body was, once upon a time, created by (a miracle of) God, 
in a virgin's womb, for the most exalted purpose, and then 
a little further on he assumes to inform.a sinful world that 
the human body so formed was not human. No, not even 
so much as half human. He insists that we shall not call it 
demi, or half God, because "scripture does not teach it.” 
Then why did God use the human virgin at all? The 
Scriptures teach that he could and did create people before 
a virgin was known, and if one was wanted without a bit of 
human composition about it, isn't it a trifle strange to the 
ordinary mind that he should giv up the old process of 
creating the work of his hands in an entirely original way, 
end thea after adopting the human, or, at the very least, 
one-half of the human plan for such creation, turn around 
and deny the whole thing ?4and inform us, through this 
wonderful Christian system that Mr. Mair is defending, that 
the mother of the child is not the child’s mother? But this 
is but one sample, and I think a fair one, of the whole sys- 
tem of assumption, presumption, mental degradation, and 
fraud upon common sense known as modern Christianity. 
And when you get them cornered they are just honest 
enough to flippantly inform you that ''theologians do not 
hold 80," and then go on as usual praying to the virgin's 
child, who never had a human mother or (hardly ev. .)a 


BERLIN Hrianmrs, Ongro, July 20, 1880. 

To THE EDITOR OF ‘tae TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: 1 hav a 
question to ask which, yon will please answer through THE 
'URUTH SEEKER ana settlea dispute which has arisen with 
our postmaster of this place and myself, as to the ex- 
tent of power delegated to one man, Anthony Comstock. 
Can he, under the plea, ‘hunting for obscenity,” open a 
sealed private letter, or letters to be delivered to whomso- 
ever through the Uaited States mails under any circum- 
stances whatever? 

N. B.—Our postmaster says Comstock’s juriadiction only 
extends to printed papers and those only, positiviy, and he 
knows 80; we hav left it to you as umpire, so we will 
patiently wait. All hail to truth! M. M. Fisa. 

REPLY.—Comstock has no right or authority to open 
sealed letters or packages, though it is charged that he has 
done so. It is most certain that he has caused the arrest and 
prosecution of persons for mailing matter in sealed envel- 
opes. Dr. E. B. Foote was prosecuted, convicted, and 
fined heavily for maiiing perfectly legitimate information 
in a sealed envelope. : 

Comstock’s legal province is over second and third-class 

matter. Assistant-Postmaster Peürson in the New York 
post-office informed us that Comstock, as special mail agent, 
has the right to enter that post-office or any other and ex- 
amin any second or third-class mail-matter he chooses, and 
throw out such as he chooses. Your postmaster is mainly 
right, second and third.class matter being printed papers, 
books, pamphlelr, etc. At all events, Comstock’s power 
is too great for any one person to possess, and amounts to 
a censorship too iiksome for Americans to submit to— 
too much of a system of espionage to be popular 
in a free country. The law authorizing it has been in exist- 
ence quite long enough, and should be condemned and re- 
pealed without another year's delay. —Enp. T. 8. 


BRODHEAD, Wis. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER : There are now four tickets for 
the offices of President and Vice-President in tbe fieid, and 
as none will be presented by the Liberals of the country, as 
was hoped by many, I suggest that you publish at an.early 
day in THE TRUTH SEEKER the religious convictions ‘or 
Opinions held by both candidates of each and every nomi- 
nation made. : 

1 am puzzled and sorry to see so many of our leading and 
professed Liberals talk and act indifferently and uncon: 
cerned as to the religious opinions those men hold who may 
be called to fill the officer, «s though there was no danger 
that serious Consequences may result therefrom, when in 
truth and fact the ical principles of freedom and liberty are 
anchored at the very foundation of a nation's religious be- 
ief, 

I hope you will make some effort to fiad out the real and 
honest opinions of all the candidates upon this subject, and 
publish the same in due time to the readers of Tox TRUTH 
SEEKER, Yours, E. P. HA8SINGER. 


RaPLY,— We hav no special opportunities for learning the 


of July 31st. 


human father either. 


Now, Mr. Editor, while I wish in all candor to respect the 


right of these people to believe, or profess to believe, thus 
and 80, yet, sir, when one of them presumes to tell me that 


'* jt is a gross perversion of scripture to suppose that there 


was any physical action in the begetting of the human body 
of Jesus Christ," and then goes on to the further extent of 
terming all thought upon the grand sources of human life 
as ‘“‘abominable,” I feel very much like answering the 
gentleman that I consider him exceedingly silly if he sup- 
poses we will giv up and deny known facts for that which 


we can neither know nor find out. 

'That is & noble, manly letter of Peter Soule in your issue 
While deprecating too much heated discus- 
sion among the good brothers, he does not fail to know 
where the enemy to our cause and liberties is intrenched. 

Yours, B. 


Duxsunx, TExas, Aug. 20, 1880. 
Mz EprToR: We, the undersigned, believing in a fair 
representation, do regret that Elmina Drake Sienker, pre- 
eminently a representativ woman of American Liberal 
thought, is not a delegate to the Brussels Congress. 
RosENKRANS & HrrCHCOCK. 


E WESTFIELD, N. Y., Aug. 20, 1880. 

EprroR TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: It should be evident to all 
who are capable of doing their own thinking that it is use- 
less to try and agree on the solution of any problem until a 
law is first agreed on, by which that solution is to be effect- 
ed. In mathematics we hav a law on which all sgree—a 
law that never faila when correctly applied. Why this law 
is left for metaphysics, a law that has always failed, and is 
leading our republic with rapid strides to sure and certain 
destruction, is a problem that needs solution. Are the citi- 
zens of this republic so completely under the influence of a 
degrading superstition that they cannot see the precipice on 
which they are standing ? Are the scenes of blood and 
carnege that blot the pages of past history to be repented in 
the not distant future ? Will the leaders of thought never 
outgrow the superstition or stupidity, call it which you 
please, that a few centuries ago made our little world the 
center of the universe, fiat and stationary, and now makes 
it the creation of a supreme invisible being? Will not 
experience, bought in the blood of untold millione, teach us 
that worlds, as a whole, are subject to the same organic 
law aa their constituted parts, and are alike subject to birth, 
growth, decay, and transition? That all worlds that exist 
io-day ure offaprings of worlds that hav preceded them, as 
we are of parents that hav preceded us, instead of being the 
Creation and subjects of a being that is supreme, over and 
independent of tnem ? If all higher numbers.are combina- 
tions of lower ones, and could not exist independent of 
them, why are not all higher conditions of being subject to 
the same law? If, like ourselva, every grade of being 
tangible to our senses exist in forms evolved from central 
germs, and those germs the product of sexual unions in any 
case, Why not in all? Are not organic laws universal in 
their application ? With worlds as a whole subject to the 
same laws of production and reproduction as ourselvs, the 
problem of existence ig divested of much of its mystery, and 


in a fair way of solution with worlds, the creation of a being 
that is independent of them, the problem is complicated 
beyond the power cf solution, and of this fact, the history 
of our world givs ample evidence. Hoping that more able 
pens than mine will giv the subject a thorough airing, I 
remain, J. TINNEY. 


San JOBE, CAL., Aug. 1, 1880. 

Mr. Eprrog: Although at the eleventa ‘hour I now for- 
ward my five dollars toward the Brussels trip, and although 
our good Bro. Bennett is gone, it will come handy when he 
I would like it if I could send five dollars to that 
indefatigable worker, H. L. Green, five to our good sister 
Elmina, five to Sarah B. Chase, and five to our Bro. Under- 
wood, even if he did call us ‘‘rag tag,” for he is a noble 
worker; and how glad I am that he and Bennett are recon- 
ciled and their differences settled! Now. work together, you 
noble fellows, and move for ward the car of truth. 

Right here I would ask, What means all this rumpus about 
politics? Are you going to drag all of us Liberals into a 
regular row over the presidential candidates? I blame 
not only Bennett, but Wakeman, Green, Leland, and 
Others for this bone of contention. De you think, gentle- 
men, to electioneer old Republicans to ''jump frum the 
frying-pan into the fire?" Shall we vote the old pro-slavery 
ticket, copperhead ticket, solid South ticket, Hancock 
ticket with men who rejoiced over every victory gained by 
the rebels over our boysin blue? For heaven’s sake, don’t 
ask me to leave a party who saved our couatry and govern- 


‘ment and join a party who did all they could to destroy 


both! It is an insult to my understanding. All vote as you 
please till the National Liberal League starts caudid ates of 
our own. 

The letter of D. R- Sparks, of Alton, IN., has the right 
ring to it. Read his protest, and take his advice, but don't 
destroy the good TRUTA SEEKER by making it an arena for 
political equabbling. 

D. R. Burt’s letter speaks my mind about the mean moral 
assassin, J. Holland. But I close now atter this much ven- 
tilatiov, Wishing well to the cause of Freetuought. 

Samos PARSONS. 


BAXTER SPRINGS, KAN., Aug. 16, 1830. 

To THE EDITOR of TRE TRUTA SEEKER, Sir: I snould 
hav sent this inclosed order for two dollars long ago, for it 
was not because I had it not, but rather through neglect. 
Nor was it because I lacked app:eciation ot your paper, for 
I really think it the beat paper in the world. [rather lik: 
its course in almost every respect, particularly on religion 
and politics. 

I hav acted with the Republican party till I hav become 
worn out. and disgusted with its corruptions, and I see but 
little hope of a reformation. Ho, for Gan. Hancock fora 
change! although that change may only be from the fire to 
the frying-pan, * When Chase, Sievens, Sumner, Trumbull, 
Greeley, all, and more than these honorable statesmen, for- 
$00k the party after Grant’s first administration, it is high 
time we were getting our eyes open forachange. I would 
like to express my approbation more at length of your great 
paper’s course, but enough for the present. 

Very truly yours, J. D. McOLURE. 


New BnooMFIrELD, Mo., Aug. 9, 1880. - 
D. M. BEwNETT, Dear Sir: With pleasure I acknowl- 
edge the receipt of the ` Truth Seeker Tracts.” ‘Chey were 
read with pleasure and gave me more light toward the truth 
than a ton of American Sunday-School Union tracts would. 
For fifteen years I hav been hunting for the truth. I tried 
the Bible, and Sunday-school.papera, and religious journals, 
but they Only mystified and proscribed reason, and 1 think 16 
is à poor way to find truth by proscribing reason, At last a 
friend of mine handed me a copy ot your paper and a few 
tracts, which were read with a pleasure that cannot well be 
described, I thiak I hav now found tbe road to truth. I 
send herewith twenty-five cents for a few copies of the paper 
commencing with July 10tn, as far as it wili go. Will remit 
again as soon as possible. Since I hav. lost faith in old the- 
ology I hav to depend upon my own exertion. for means of 
support for myself and family instead of prayer. So Ido 
not always hav an over plus of the needful, but as I gat it I 
shall devote a portion of it to the interest of enlightenment 
by sending tor tracts, and as soon as I can spare tne money 
I will send for the ** Gods and Religions.” 

Yours most truly, A. W. DYER. 

MAPLETON, Iowa, Aug. 16, 1880. 
To tas EDITOR oF Tur TRurs SEEEKERB, Sir: 1 Can't 
help thinking the management of Tus TRUTA BEEKER is on 
the right track, for if we all join we may strike back at the 
last foe who ruthlessly struck at our rights with such force, 
perchance, as to be feli by the stelwart crew wo propose 
to giv us a still stronger £overnmen!, if we are 80 unwise a8 

to let tnem succeed. For the right, D. W. BUTTA 


Boston, Mass., Aug. 16, 1880. 

To THE EprroR OF Tue TRUTH ESKER, Sir: | hail 
with joy the advent of the honored and heroic editor’s Visit 
to Europe. . The old world has learned to smile upon such 
heroes. Voitaire, Paine, and Bradlaugh hav done a great 
service in the Old World. Bennett will rank with such sav- 
iors. Iinclose my mite. Inger:0ls card exposing literary 
thieves sent fifteen copies published by Baldwin to the fire. 
I did not like the portraits; they seemed to me bad, and now 
I pronounce them false copies of a good man. What a pas- 
sion the world has to falsity, lie, and stes]! Martin Luth- 
ers and Ingersolls are all too scarce, but still they get the 
world along a little despite the priestly incubus, which 
would ‘climb up some other way." Public sentiment is 
being molded, and what is working in the minds of the 
young is prophetic. ‘Truth wil stund when Bibles and 
steepie-houses are known only in history as monuments of 
superstition. Da 

Sister Slenker is among the saviors, whether Christian or 
Infidel. Christians fight and destroy life; let ua Infidels 
continue to pursue peace and save life. The inclosed money 
is for the tour of D. M. Bennett to Europe. Tam Trora 
SEEKER will liv, and those who oppose it had better engage 
a heavenly lodging wila Jeff. Davis and his rebel race. 

Remembering the tcs, is works, Jos. L, SPINNER. 


CHAMPLIN, MINN., Aug. 18, 1830. 

"To THE EDITOR oF Tug TkUTH SEEKER, Sir: l hav been 
interested in the discussion of the political question that has 
occupied considerable space in your paper of late. Itre- 
veals the fact that the editor and some prominent contribu- 
tors of the paper hav not outgrown the oid parties. 

Pray, gentlemen, do not waste too many words in discuse- 
ing the question whether the R:publican or Democratic 
nominees shall hav your suffrage. For do you not see that 
the only essential difference between the parties ia that the 
ong is in and the other out? Is anything plainer than that 


ry 


* 
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the contest between them is simply a struggle for the spoils | known. 
aud emoluments of office? Ana do you not know that with 
either party in power legislativ reform is out of the ques- 


mover of sll unintelligent matter in the univerze. Dreams 
prove the separate entity of finite minds, as the organizi- 
tion, including the sense-nerves, are then dormaut aud so 


They subscribe liberally to pay a lecturer when 
oue comes along, but object to their names being enrolled. 
Few of them attend church in person, but all send their 


tion? Mr. Bennett acknowledges that there is a deep under- 
lying principle in the Greenback movement, but stands aloof 
from it because present success ig impossible. I am older 
than he, and [ remember, if be does not, when the Aboli- 
tionists put. up James G. Birney as their candidate for 
the presidency. There was no possible show for Mr. Bir- 
ney to be elected. The most sanguin never dreamed 
of his getting one electoral vote. But there was a deep 
underlying principle there; ihat principle was carried to the 
ballot-box and every where else, and the whole world knows 
the result. : 

For thirty years I hav been as deeply interested in woman 
suffrage as is Mr. Bennett in Liberalism. If it were possible 
for a sudden turn of the political wheel to put the Green- 
back party in power, it is not likely their first work would 
be to take up and adopt either his hobby or mine.. But by 
the progressiv principle of the new party controling the 
government the foundation would be laid for every reform 
that could be effested by legislation. 

Here in the northwest the Spiritualists and Liberals take 
to the Greenback party like ducks to water. This js the 
rule, and the ¢Xceptions are Very rare, so far as my knowl. 
edge extends, And the zeal and self-sacrifice with which 
they work for it shows that their convictions are too deep 
tə be easily moved. If the party elsewhere is composed of 
ihe same material as that which enters into it here, no re- 
form will suffer at its hands. Where all sides hav a hear- 
ing, a8 they do in your paper, it is to be hoped the wisest 
counsels will prevail. . Yuurs for the right and the true, 

; . ABBIE J, SPALDING. 


MAPLETON, Iowa, Aug. 9, 1880. - 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: I hav been not a little amused 
to see the *'fire fly," in some quarters, since the manly avowal 
of Mr. Bennett and other prominent Liberals of their inten- 
tion in the present campaign to ight their known foes (the 
church leavers of the Republican party) even to the extent 
of voting the Democrauc ticket for the defeat of the ** stal- 
warts.” The political smoke is getting dense, and I think 
some errors are getting into print, as is. nearly always the 
case when men are full of prejudice, For instance, in your 
issue of July 24th one brother, D. R. Sparke, Alton, Ill., re- 
fers to the Democratic party as the ‘most bitter enemies of 
Liberalism." I think ihe fellow who hit me last is my 
most bitter enemy, and if a man, or set of meu, or church, 
Youvg Men's Christian Association, or party, will under- 
take to arrest and pur rae in the penitentiary for hothiog, 
and then refuse the prayer of a monster petition by my 
fellow-citizens, and keep me there in violation of the Con- 
atitution and laws of my country, I propose to oppose, de- 
feat, and destroy the power of suvh a dangerous enemy, so 
jar as I can, as the first and foremost duty of my politcal 
Jife. This much is plain and appears to me to show unmis- 
tikably the present duty ot all clear.beaded Liberals. What 
the Catholics will, or may, or would do if they had the 
power is not to determin my course in this campaign. Let 
us slay the front foe first, and the others in turn. But the 
vod brother further says, '''There'is neither sense nor 
ogie in this, and we will not go, believing as we do, that 


--there-are more liberty-lovimg men in the Republican ranks 


than there are in the Desuocratic.” I think Bro. Sparks 
mistaken in this statement also. D. W, Burrs. 


Renoszta Co., Wis., Aug. 14, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed you will tind eissht 
dollara, three for the paper, and five for the '* Gods and 
Roligions of Ancient and Modern Times." I want to see 
the work written by you while ina Christian bastile. I 
should suppose that after the heat of combat was over, 
every one connected with that miserable farce of a trial of 
yours would be so ashamed of themselvs that they would 
want to hide their heads from the sight of sensible men. 
“ Truly the mountain labored aud brought forth a mouse. "' 
It was a trying ordeal for you, but what hav they gained? 
Nothing but the utter contempt of all honest and fair- 
minded men and women, The cloud of superstition hangs 
like a pall over the most of the human rece, Even Presi- 
dent Hayes could not rise above it and do what he must hav 
known to be a righteous and just act—grant you an uncon- 
ditional pardon. The cohorts of superstition raised the cry 
of ''Crucify hum!" and the President dared not resist the 
cry. So you haa to suffer to the end that the Christians’ 
hate might be satiated. 

I remember a parailel case to yours that took place iu the 
early days of the Antislavery movement, Charles F. Torry, 
being moved by a spirit of true humanity, aided a colored 
man to obtain what was his natural right—his freedom. 
He was arrested under the Fugitive Slave law, had a farce of 
a trial 1n a slave state, was convicted, and thrown into a 
prison, This imprisouwent proved to be more than he 
could endure. Consumption ret in, and it was plain to be 
seen that deuth was approaching. His frieads—and they 
were many—by this time made a desperate effort by petition 
and letters to induce President Polk to pardon poor Torry, 
But no. The hate of slavery demanded his sacrifice, and 
President Polk failed to sign & paper that would hav placec 
his name in history as s hunaunitalian bigh on the roll 
of honor, Slavery beclouded the vision of President Polk 
as the myths and mysticisms of Christianity hav beclouded 
the vision of President Hayea. 

Bat slavery is gone, and only leaves its sting behind—but 
it is gone. : 
gone; and the time is not far distant when tbe last man will 
be imprisoned for opinions on morals or theology. 

Free discussion aud free investigation are the two-edgdd 
sworda that will rend the veil ot superstition and let in the 
pure and lovely light of freedom. stit come! is the prayer 
of all good and well-developed men. 


I wish to congratulate Thx TBUTH SEEKER in outliving. 


the jealousies and hare it has encouulered since it first saw 
the light at Paris, Illinois. May its shadow never grow 
lese! A. D. CORNWELL. 


JFIARRISONVILLE, Mo., Aug. 14, 1830. 

D. M. Bannerr, Dear Sir: Lhav contemplated. writing 
for a long tune, and uav neglected to do 80, i hav watched 
with lively interest the progress of your paper since its first 
issue. I never fail to ask for it at news depots in every 
town I visit; sometimes I get it. and sometimes asking for 
it nearly paralyzes the buss vf the establishment and all tbe 

erks. 
PATRE Dess that once fiourished here is now defunct. 
"No one remembers when tne last meeiing was held The 
churches, by operating through the fo:uale element, hav suc- 
ceeded in making cowards of tno once aggressiv Liberais. 
The wealthiest and most icflueutte| ciuzens of this coming. 
nity are Infidels, but inactiv and reticent, — They are Liberal 
i» all that the term implies, bui hav no dese to hav it 


(The myths are as sure to go as that slavery 18 


money. That is about the condition of Liberalism in Cass 
county, Missouri. : 

I lectured to appreciativ audiences in several towns during 
my travels, and became acquainted with a number of your 
earnest supporters and friends. Lecturing was an experi- 
ment with me, and my success a surprise. This season I 
will push forward with advantages I never before enjoyed, 
with the bigh hope of accomplishing all I aspire to. 

May you liv long to enjoy the liberty (belonging to every 
person) to speak and write your thoughts upon any and 
every subject in which you feel interested! I hope it may 
be the lot of thoge who endeavored to kick you when you 
were prostrate to auffer twice what you suffered. They cer- 
tainly failed to injure you in the estimation of the Liberals 
throughout the country. 

Your opinion on the political situation and duty of Lib- 
erals I hav carefully read and considered, If you lived in 
this state you would not advocate nor hope for the success 
of the Democratic party. You know what it is to be perse- 
cuted for opinion’s sake. There is but one difference be- 
tween the North and the South on that subject. The one 
persecutes Infidels, the other Republicans. There is no use 
denying this fact. Experience teaches severe truths, What 
we need is an outside, distinctiv, sggressiv rolitical element 
composed of intelligent men and women who think more of 
Liberalism than politics, but willing to concentrate their 
force and apply it where it will be instrumental in produc- 
ing something beneficial to Liberals as such. It seems to 
me this should be the first and principal object in organiza- 
tion. An organizition can accomplish nothing if it disor- 
ganjzes just at the time sn opportunity is offered to act. As 
all changes in national affairs are brought about by political 
parties, the Liberals should bea united party, independent: 
of all other parties, but willing to act as a wing to any that 
will accede to some, if not all, of their demands, In short, 
Liberaliam should be to political parties what individual 
Liberals are to communities, whose votes are cast irrespectiv 
of politics, but where they will do most to promote the in- 
terests of all, : 

It is impossible for me to entertain other than a feeling of 
contempt for the Republican party, though an ardent ad- 
mirer of many of its prominent members. 

How Col. Ingersoll, with his splendid courage and inde- 
pendence, can continue to work with and support a party 
that refused him the nomination for the governorship of 
Illinois, forced him to decline an opportunity to, succeed 
Bayard Taylor as minister to Berlin, and whose President 
gave bim a direct slap in the face (in commemoration of his 
services in 1876) when he presented a petition containing the 
names of two hundred thousand petitionera asking for the 
pardon of an innocent and honest. man convicted for exer- 
cising a constitutional righf, is something I cannot under- 
stand. M, FILLMORE GREEN, 


OPEN REPLY TO G. W, CHAPMAN, 


Locus? VALLEY. N. Y., Aug. 24 1880. 

G. W. CHAPMAN, Dear Sir: In Tak TRUTH SEEKER of 
August 21st you ask my further explanation of a first cause, 
as treated in my paper on “Equal Eternity of Mind and 
Matter," in the same journal of July 24th. 

My basis of reasoning is the view that the universe is com- 
pounded of intelligent and non-intelligent materials; the 
former as the controling factor for all the coherent acts of 
the latter in nature; and when such cosmic mind-matter is 
individualized in organisms they become invested with finite 
minds as the controling factors for the coherent acts of 
their bodies. 

Finite minds exist, which many claim to he the mere 
functions of gross brain matter; then it might as well be 
the function of some more subtil matter. I accordingly 
claim—it seems to me more logically—that all finite minds 
are the function of subtle cosmic mind-matter individual- 
ized by attraction of sensitiv nerve organizations (in pro- 
portion to such sensitivness), and is, therefore, only in tem- 
porary association with such organizations when their déath 
allows such minds to coanect with other bodies elsewhere. 
Such subtil cosmic mind-matter has all the functions of 
mind, and, in its cosmic entirety, constitutes the universal 
infinit mind, whose wiil-force givs laws of action to all un- 
intelligent matter, which is its metaphorical body for all 
expressions and impressions, as our bodies are to our minds. 
Such cosmic mind-force, being material, acts mechanically, 
and which I designate as the Great First—,. e., primal or 
ultimate—Cause, or origin of the coherent actions of all un- 
thinking universal matter in the production of ali pheno- 
mena for an intelligent purpose, as our minds coherently 
control the unthinking actions of our bodies for intelligent 
purposes. Without such co-operating, intelligent control, 
neither universal unthinking matter nor our unthinking 
bodies could, by possibility, act for a purpose with their 
wondrous accomplishments every where exhibited in nature 
and art, otherwise all matter must be intelligent— which we 
know it is not—to act thus coherently. 

In further elucidation of causes in nature, the First—7 €, 
primal or ultimate—Cause must be an intelligent invention 
or impress originating a force by will.power, to which suc- 
ceed an indefinit number of secondary cauees, as the effect 
of the First Cause becomes a cause to a succeeding effect, 
ad infinitum, to the end of producing all phenomena for an 
inteliigent purpose, using his metaphorical body of unintel- 
ligen: matter as the unthinking materials. 

Science can trace in nature cause back of cause, as attrac- 
tion and repulsion to electric action, that to heat, to fric- 
tion, and preceding motion, as the motion of nebu!z; but 
here science ends its search for antecedent physical causes 
unless it has recourse to my theory of the primal inventiv 
impress or force of a material intelligence, just as our minds 
invent and impress by wiil-force, and thus set in motion 
other matter, a8 the primal cause of a desired machine or 
other artificial accomplishments, All such chain of subse- 
quent secondary caus-8 or forces, to execute our behests, 
are thus made to perform the work for our intelligent pur- 
poses, using our bodies and other unthinking matter for 
such ends, the primal or inventiv force being the adequate 
cause forall the working secondary causes and their effects, 

Here is portrayed a necessary intefligent author for all 
acts of unintelligent matter in the production of every co- 
herent phenomena, clearly proved to every intelligent mind 
from finite analogy as the logical deductions from known 
mental acts here given, which do not admit of any other 
explanation or conclusion than that of an lutelligeat Great 
First Cause fur al! phenomena in nature. 

There is no conceivable form or personality to our minds 
but there is an individuality; so there is no conceivable 
form or personality to God's mind but an intjaue i: dividu- 
ality, Ail minds, being material (for 1eusous given in my 
books snd papers), are traceable ror their origin to intelli- 


gent subtil cosmic matter as the Great Function end prime 


join one of the old parties. 


uoimpressiv, Hence such entities, when freed from present 
organizations, are equally capable of connecting with other 
organizations elsewnere ; and as such minds are herein 
proved to be material forces, so, like all other material 
forces, are indestructible. 
as is cosmic mind-matter, and all other matter; the latter 
being unintelligent, and so unthinking, must be purposelesa 
and of itself incapable of executing existing coherent 
things. 


Hence all minds are asimmortal 


Herein I hope your question and its necessary connec- 


tions are fully answered to your comprehension and ap- 
proval of the only understandable explanation of the char- 


acter and association of mind with other matter. [hope 


soon to hav my second paper, ‘Subtil Materisl-1y of Mind 


and its Individualized Development,” appear in Tug TRUTA 
SEEKER, as promised by its kind aud truly Liberal editor. 
Yours truly, Usas. E. TOWNSEND, 


i PRESCOTT, Iowa., Ang 11, 1830. 
To THE EDITOR or Tat TRUTH Saucer, Sirs L want to 
giv you my idea of politics for Irberala. We can rever 


join one of the old parties for the reason that wo are divided 


among all of the old parties. Rapublicans can never sup- 
port a Democratic nominee on account of their beiief that 
the Democratic party is accountable tor the late Radellior, 
and that they stil cherish the principles for whieh they 
fought. And after all of the political strife of the past and 
the strong feeling which it has created, some think we can 
That can never be, We may 
narmonize Republican, Democratic, and Greenback Liber- 
als by standing them on a purely distinct Liberal platform, © 
but you can never induce a Liberal who has been a Repub- 
lican to vote the Democratic ticket, or a D»moocrat to vote 
for any Republican nominee, and we will apply the same to 
any other one of the parties. Whenever we try to join one 
of the old parties then falla through what should hav been 
the Liberal party, ‘‘A house divided against itself cannot 
stand." And to try to coalesce with any one of the old 
parties is to divide the Libera! house. 

Tee Cee Lee givs us the right logic on the subject, that is, 
we shonld build up the Liberal party. Itis growing with & 
steady and sure growth, and it will grow faster if we work 
with a will, We can make it a great power at the end of 
another four years. While the Liberal party is gruwing, 
and before we see fit to try to make our power felt, eacn 
one of us should vote for our individual choice of the o!d 
parties And we need hav no fear, whea we do orguuiz3, 
construct our p!atform, and make our nominations, but 
what all Liberais will vote as they should. And remember 
that when we try to affiliate with one of the old pariies wo 
disrupt and destroy ihe power of the Liberal element. 

Yours truly, ELMER CLARKE. 


SOME POLITICS. 


NonpHorr, Cau., Aug. 15, 1870, 

Dean TanTH BEEKEBR : It 18 & Jong tune since l had my 
say in your frienaly columns, so here [ go with a Saakepere 
start : j 

Black spirits, white spirite, red spirits. and gray; 
Mingle, mingle, mingle, you that miugls muy. 

The political cauldron seems boiliag all arouad. Let us 
make the campaign a holiday, and agree to disagree, chout 
good Lord, good devi', or stick to the Libera: pledges, nom- 
inate our principles, set our candidate on them, and force 
the incubation by open, honest appliances, else like Ohris- 
tians swear to be hypocrites and adopt their rules of fath, 
set the other parties to fighting, and then steal the spoils. 
The fact is, Liberals need never expect any favors or con- 
cessions from any priest party, unless they enforce them. 
The Protestants, as a body, seem not ouly willing but de- 
termined to cut their own throats, and the Catnolica are try- 
ing to heip them. The former wish God, Bible and Carist 
in the Constitution, and the latter say Amen! and wish & 
pope in the Presidentisi chair, both working like beavera to 
destroy the Constitution because it upholds truth, justice, 
humanity, and liberty to all Now, if the majority are de- 
termined to go to hell, and nothing else will satisfy them, 
perhaps the better policy would be tu bear a ha»d and hssteu 
on the inevitable revolution and confiscation, aad out of the 
debris commence anew, hoping for the better in the coming 
generation. 4 

When we reviow the past, we flad that the priests hav 
ever been a deadly upas in ali good governments, eating up, 
with bleached hands, the substance of the poor and riding 
their skeletons to hell by moonlight. Giv us, then, a gov- 
ernment without a priest or any other coming member of a 
secret organization ; one that is open, free, just, and true ; 
but such 18 an Utopia of the age, and ever will be $0 loag às 
educaied ignorance rules the roost. Both tbe great parties 
are in fur tne spoils, and consider the government crip legal 
plunder, and the laboring classes are serfs and slaves, while 
they hav buried the blind goddess of jastice, with her 
scales, where she must await the resuriec:ion of a just 
people. 

My last vote was for Lincoln, Sixteen years thea hav I 
waited for a candidate with principles and integrity worthy 
of my confidence. Indeed, | never expect to vole again, 
though 1 may still look on the strife like the woman on her 
husband and the bear. : 

'Talk about reforming the old parties when there is noth- 
ing left of either worth the trouble! They are both living 
lies, and in open rebellion against truth, justice, and human- 
ity, No, there is not enough of rightevusness in both to 
save even a small Sodom, much lesa a national one like 
ours, and I often wonder if the Christians hav not mistaken 
the devil for the Lord in their prayer, " Thy kingdom 
come,” and forgotten that children must suffer tor their 
physical and political sins. Both parties are spoiled ia 
material and make-up, and their best members must all be 
thoroughly born again of truth, ta justice, and humanity 
before they Can even enter tue tail end of the true. Lue 
talk about political honesty and reform in & set of govern- 


‘ment thieves, kept in place by fraud, a monied aristocracy, 


and the priesthoud, that hold: honesty as a discount, truin 
at 4 distance, humauity in prison, and justice in the dast, is 
only worthy of old Biaky himself. As weil might we try 
to turn & Roman Catholic hell into a reformatory, and old 
Deacon E.iward’s infant asylum into an icehouse. I auvise 
no one ; 4 hav no ax but ruth to grind at seventy-two, 
ABBAM BRONSON. 
—————— —88-.999————— —— 

Tue PRyYsroLoGIST cin be found at Hornellsville for sale 

by Mr. H. J. Tuomas. 
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The Holy Loom. 


BY ALHAZA, 
Weave, maiden, weave, our chief has gone; 
His bark flew swiftly o'er the sea. 
Let fall thy threads of richest dye, 
Weave out the scene his eye may 86e. 


Weave out. weave out, the cold, white oliffs, 
The wreathing mist of Albion's isle, 

Where furious Knox oppressed a queen 
And chilled poor Mary Stewart’s smile. 


And did his coward bloody wrath 

For his own priestly brethren burn. 
Oh, sadly weave that gory spot. 

In the land of Bruce and Bannockburn ! 


Weave out. weave out. a fearful shade. 
Where darkly rises London's Tower, 
Where rack and screw and flaying-knife 

Display religion’s awful power. 


Or Spain, where burning, cruel blades 
Surround and gash the martyr's form; 

Or Antwerp’s rain of murderous fire, 
Thou canst not weave that bloody storm. 


O heavenly chime of darkest tower! 
O richest gloom of sacred fold! 
Where a false symbol cheats the eye, 
A dark-brown bird with breast of gold. 


Then, hasten, pilgrim, on the wave, 
And bring that dove of peace with thee. 
There human hearts are not all seared, 
And many a burning thought is free. 
— t ———————————— 


AN Elizabeth girl had her corset torn off by a 
stroke of lightning and was uninjured, but the 
young man who talled to borrow a book. had his 
right arm shattered, and a piece of corset steel 
blown into his liver. He said he didn’t know 
that she was loaded. : 


” BILL, spell cat, rat, hat with only one le'ter 
for each word," * It can’t be did!’ "Can't, eh! 
: Just look here—e 80 cat, r 80 rat, h 80 hat.” 


LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


Thomas Eins. E E. Abbot, 
aine’s Bust. Fr ngham, 
Paine's Monument. Wendell Pains. 
Voltaire, merson, 
Rousseau, Garrison, 
Humboldt, Henry Bergh, 
Goethe, Peter Cooper, 
Schiller, D. R. Burt, 
Aug. Comte. , P. Andrews, 
Hoine. alt Whitman, 
Alex. Pope. Froude, 
John Milton. Max Muller, 
oldsmith, Warren Ohase, 
Bhelley. Jas. Parton, 
yron. . Wm, Denton, 
Burns, Dr. Blade 
Washington, A.J. Davis, 
ranklin. Foster, 
efferson. J. M, Peebles, 
ohn Adams. Frances Wright 
. Q. Adams, E. V. Wilson, 
Madison, G. L. Henderson, 
Jackson. Prof. Fiske 
Lincoln, red Douglas, 
Lincoly s Monument, N. P. Banks, 
Gerrit Smit , V, Nasby, 
Henry Q. Wright, Beecher, 
J.B. Mill, lton, 
Sumner, Moulton, 
Edgar A. Poe. . W. Curtis, 
Greeley, , Nast, 
astellar, J. G. Bennett, 
Tennyson. Chas, A. Dana, 
arwin Phoebe Carey, 
Tyndall, Alice Caer: 
H. Spencer, Elizabeth C. Stanton, 
Huxley, Busan B. Anthony. 
Proctor, : Lucy Stone, 1 
Draper, Julia Ward Howe, 
Bradlaugh, Chas. Cheney, 
Holyoake, Paulina Davis. - 
Ingersoll. Mary F, Davis, 
Underwood. Emma H, Britten 
endum, Lizzie Fowler, 
Beaver, Mrs. Blenker, 
L Colby, Susan H. Wixon. 
r. Hare » M. Bonn: 
Judge J. W; Edwards. W. 8. Bell. 
Lizzie Doten. J. CO. Bundy. 
Mrs. J. Conant. 8. 8. Jones. 
Dr. Mary E Walker Asa K. Butts 


W. F, Jamieson. 


(full figure). 
Kersey Graves. 


Geo. Francis Train. 
H. L. Green. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION. 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 
Lectures." 


OoNTENTS.—"The Gods," ''Humboldt," “Thos, 
Paine,” “Individuality,” '' Heretics and Her- 
egies,” Price, 50 cents. 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures.” 


OoN'TENTS.—' The Ghosts,” '' Libe: g Man, 
Woman, and Child," ** Declaration of Independ- 
ence," " Farming in Illinois,” "Speech at Oin- 
cinnati,” “The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream." Price 50 cents. 


Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 

Imperial, or large 8í20. ..... ..«« 40 cents. 

Photo, or card $26... .......... 20 cents. 

Life-size lithograph, 21x21. ....« 50 cents. 

Postage paid. 

Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25, 

Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t.. New York. 


WANTED. 
A healthy, activ Bath Woman, and to do din- 


ing-room work in Dr..Lyon's boarding- house 
aod Hygelan Home. Address. 


E 


WHY DON'T GOD KILL An 


EEZ 


THE DEVIL? 


f Essays dedicated to the St, Johns 
A porioo (Mich.) School Board. 


BY M. BABCOCK. 


Price, 25 cents. Forsale at this office. 


SUPERSTITION; 


THE RELIGION OF 


* Believe or be Damned.” 
OPEN LETTER TO THE 
ST. JOHNS SCHOOL BOARD. 


BY 
M.. BABCOCK. 


This book contains an inspired PHOTO- 
GRAPH of the GOD that’s being worshiped at 
the expense of the district in our public 
schools; the God that '' overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that’s wanted in the Constitution; the 
gentleman that owns some three billion dollars’ 
worth of untaxed church property; the ''so- 
help-me” God that makes a lie the truth in 
court; the God that governors besought to stop 
the yellow fever, which he didn’t do. The pic- 
ture is worth the price of the book. Price, 25 


cents. For sale by . MI. BENN 
141 Eighth strcet, New York. 


LADIES!! 


*' SALEM, OR., July 17, 1880. 
“S. H. Preston, Dear Sir: Please send me b 
express, C. O. D., to Portland, Or., $100,00 (one 
hundred dollars) worth of that " Comstock ” 
Syringe. I mean business. 
* Dg. MARY SoLANDER.” 


Only sixteen had been sold when 


COMSTOOK 


set out to suppress it. Now orders come as 
above. Grand jurymen buy it for their wives. 
It is SIMPLE, SAFE, INFALLIBLY RELIABLE. NOG- 
essary to HEALTH and personal purity, and is 
pronounced by patients and physicians to be 
the greatest 

GODSEND TO THE SEX 


gotten up in this generation. Bent securely 
boxed, with private instructions for special use. 
Confidential terms to agents. Price $5 00; im- 
proved, $10,00. Address BAM. H. PRESTON. 
tí32 209 West 34th st., New York. 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES", 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
Clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
muslin, containing 275 pages, i2mo. Price, 
$1.25. 


This book contains the principal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the Pentateush 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 
puse that hav been surreptitiously issued are 

neorreet, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic. inimitable in its style, and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, auu pathos. 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
By the celebrated sculptor, OLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50. 

Small Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one, 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Barony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or large size . . . 40 cents 
Photo or card size ee ee 20 " 
Life-size Lithograph, ?1x27 . . 50 “| 


Postage paid, 
D. M. BENNETT. 


141 EIGHTH 8T.. NEW YORE. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


. 8, LYON, M.D. 
Box dir, Springield, Mo, ! Becond number, 8vo, 100 pp. , . $1.00.. 


7 | P, A, BISSELL, M. 


— "THE - 


onymous Hypothesis i 
Creation. 


A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
` Account. 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. - 


Cloth; price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth 8t.. N. Y. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


À NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of ** The Iliad of the East," ** Xavier 
and I," etc., etc, Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 
404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 

Power, eloguence, and originality character- 
ize ‘‘ Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels.—Iilustrated Lon- 


ews, $ 
An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition. 
Maa sound moral exprosaed, thon h not ob- 
r n the canvas.— Westminster Review. 

D. M. BENNETT, Puhliaher. 141 Righth 8t.. N.Y 
pairs craton ect do ele tutu cisco cto 


An Occult Mystery. 


WHO CAN SOLVE IT? 


A new phenomenal means of curing the sick. 
Safe, reliable, astonishing, successful, available 
everywhere. Address 

5 DR. J. M. MOSELEY, 
13°27 141 South 8h Bt., Brooklyn. N. Y. 


KNOW THYSELF! 
LJ 
c HE untold miseries that re- 
sult from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medicai work pub- 
lished by the PEABODY MED. 
OAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
1 M | )ontitled The Science of Life; 
eu LA. or, Selt Preservation. Ex. 
hausted vitality, nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 
. Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. _Tt is a standard medical work, 
the bestinthe English language, written by a 
physician of groat experience, tọ whom was 
awarded a gold and. jeweled medal by the Na» 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti. 
ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
gesniul practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price ofthebook. Bound in French 
cloth * price only $1, sent by mail post-paid. 


e London Lancet says : * No person should 

be without this valuable book. The author isa 

noble benefactor.” 

An illustrated sample sent to all on reeeipt of 
6 cents for postage. 

The author refers by permission to Hon. 

.D., President of the Nation- 
al Medical Association. 

Address Dr. W. a. PAB 
! , No.4Bulfinch street, 

‘Boston, Mass. The author HEAL 
may be consu ited l on al ais» 
eases requiring skill and ex 
perience. ; THYSELF 

AN OUTLINE 
` OF THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 
i RESULTS. 
BY W. S. BELL. 

There is probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or more important than 
the French Revolution in the last century, and 

r. Bell has traced it ably and in an interesting 
manner. Every one who reads it will be pleased 
with it. Price. 35 cents. Send to this office. , 

TAR P 

JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE, 

BETWEEN 
i PROF. W. F. JAMIESON, 
| Of Chicago. Ill., and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 
Of Kentucky. 

! Held in Kirksville, Mo., during nine evenings 
—May 20-29. 1878. Synopsis report—official. 
This book of 220 pages givs an interesting pres- 
entation of the theological questions which 
divide Ohristians and Liberals. Ths Rev. 
Ditzler is regarded as an able defender of his 
favorit Christian doctrins, but it will undoubt- 
edly be admitted by the reader that Prof. W. F. 
Jamieson fully met all he had to offer. Obris- 

, tian readers will take more kindly to a work of 

‘this kind, giving both sides an equally fair 
chance. than to books on our side only. 

M ele in paper “overs 50 cents: well bound, 
cents. "E 


|THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


A collection of songs by Whittier, Longfellow, 
Bryant. Tennyson, and others, set to familiar 
tunes. Designed for Liberal Leagues and other 
meetings, and in Liberal homes. Compiledand 
edited by Eliza Boardman Burnz. Price, half 
bound and on heavy paper, 25 cents ; one hun- 
dred copies, $15.09; fifty, $8.00: twenty-five 
$5.00, Paver covers, 15 cents; one hundred 
, copies, $10.00; fifty, $5.00; twenty-five copies, 
$3,00. Twocents per copy additional must be 
Sent to prepay postage on all wholesale orders. 
| Address all ordera to D. M. BENNETT. 


141 Elghth street, New York, 


| Correspondence. 


A gentleman. “ Positivist.” desires corre- 
spondence with a Jady of a genial disposition, 
having literary, vocal, and instrumental musi- 
eal accomplishments. Brunet preferred, and 
object matrimony, ddress FAVORITE, 
pn TRUTH SEERER Offida, 


MODERN THINKERS: 


What They Think and Why. 
By V. B. Denslow, LL.D., 
With an Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


The work contains critical essays upon 
Emanuel Swedenborg, and the origin of the 
Ohristian ideas of heaven, hell. and virtue; 
Adam Smith, founder of the school of Econo- 
mists; Jeremy Bentham, the apostle of law re- 
form and of utilitarianism in morals; Thomas 
Paine and his relations to the Declaration of 
Indevendence and democracy in America; 
Charles Fourier, the philosopher of passional 
harmony and co-operativ association ; Herbert 
Spencer, a review of his theories of evolution 
and of morals; Earnst Haeckel, the demon- 
strator of the doctrin of evolution; Auguste 
Comte. founder of the Positive philosophy and 
pontiff of the “ Religion of Humanity ;" and an 
essay on the authorship of Junius as a sequel . 
to the eritique on Thomas Paine. : 

This volume consists of 384 pp., 12 mo, and is 
illustrated by portraits of each of the eight 
great thinkers, and opens with an introduction 
from the pen of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 

Cloth, $1.50. Sold atthis office. 


NOTCE TO THE PUBLIC, 


Wasuinaton, D. O.. July 19, 1880, 

I wish to notify 'he public that a Mr, Baldwin, 
of Chicago, also Rhodes & McOlure, of the same 
place, are publisuing pamphlet editions of my 
lectures. All the lectures published by them 
are grossly inaccurate—filled with mistakes, 
horribly printed, and ou rageously unjust to 
me. These men are simple literary thieves and 
pirates, and are obtaining money from the pub- . 
lic under false pretenses. I take this course to 
warn the public that these publications are 
fraudulent. The only correct copies of my lec- 
tures are published by O. P, Farrell. Ail others 
are published by people who are willing to steai 
from me and defraud the publie vender, These 
wretches hav published one lecture under four 
titles, and several others under two or three, 

3m31 R. QG, INGERSOLL, 


Al of g: P, Terrell g ediions of Ool, Inger- 
soll’s works, and: none rs, are sold a 
offices. D. M. BENNETT. ` 


The Gods and Religions 
of Ancient and Modern 
Times. 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes. 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 


Volume I. treats principally on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume II. givs a full 
description of the Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. An interesting and instruc- 
tiv work. Incloth, $3 per vol, the two vol- 
umes for $5. In Leatner, Red Edges, $4 per 
vol., or $7 for the two volumes. In Morocco 
and Gilt Edges, $4 50 per vol., or $8 for the 
two volumes. Sent free of postage. 


UPPLYSNINGENS TIDEHVART 
(AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT). ` 
A SWEDISH WEEKLY, 


Devoted to the culture of Freethought, to the 
investigation of the religious systems of our 
times. and to the discussion of religious and 
social questions in general. 


The only Swedish religio-philosophical publi- 
eation in America. 


TERMS PER YEAR . ‘ P $2.00 


Exchange is desired with any other papersin 
any language. 
ERICKSON & OLSON, 
Grove Clty, Meeker Co., Minn. 


For sale, in the Swedish language: 
A BETTER RELIGION. 


By FRANZ HERMAN WISTRAND, 
Editor of the Truth Teller, 
Lake Oonstance, Buffalo Post-Offlce, 
Wright Oo.. Minnesota. 
Published by ERICKSON & OLSON, 
Grove City, Minn. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER, 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Ohampagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and lett as his 
Last Will and Testament” to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled * Oom- 
mon Sense.” t s 

Tbis is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. - The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


. NEWBURYPORT Mass., Sept. 23, 1878. 
To Miss Anna Knoep, Dear Madam: 

The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s "Age 
of Reason "is mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire's “Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with & cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav done a virtuous 
&nd humane act in translating his book so well, 

P 


PARTON, 
Price. cloth, $1.50; paper, $1.00. 
D. M. BENNETT, 141. tighth St.. N. Y. 


MACHINERY. 


Hand, Foot, and Power Presses. Die work 
of all kinds. Perforating Dies 
a specialty. 
E. B. STIMPSON, 91 Spruce Si; N. Y 
tJansl, =~? 


E 
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The Real Issue. 


MOSES HULL 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes itis just the thiug. 
Oontains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
a scientifc money. 

The Commoner says : 

“Nothing has been written which will do as 
good wor as this. Itis worth its weight in 
gold, ‘ 


Price 10 cents. Sold by, D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth st., New York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Ohronic Diseases can be positively 


cured by an original system of practice. It con- ! 


tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ilis to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO. 
190 Hast oath traet. N. V 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible | 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment. 


Revised and Enlarged Edition. 


"2 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N. Y. 


Xa The Religio- Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes and selis an imperfect, disordered. and 
mangled edition. with all the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1£60, from Which it was 
pirated by the late S. B. Jones. 


VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 
A regularly educated and legally qualified 


physician, and th 
practice will prove. 
Oures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 
Sexual iseases, Spormatorrhea, nd 
impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer goers, and 
other causes, producing some of the fo 
lowing giros: Nervousness, Beminal Emis- 
sions (night omissions. by dreams), Dimness 
of Sight. Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Society of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, ot¢,, eto. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy. are thoroughly and permanently 
ured by an External Application, which is the 
octor’s latest and greatest medical discovery. 
pnd which he has so far prescribed for this 
aneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a Single case, and some o: 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many h 
ling Sickness— Fits; others upon the verge 
of consumption ; while others again had be- 
Gome Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 


Syphilis positively cured and emtirely eradi- 
gated from the system. Gonorrhea, Gleet, 
Btricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured. Ail diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhea, 
atc., treated with equai success, 

Dr. R. P. FeLLows has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
rnd in fact had been given up by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the aid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill, There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Feilows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of tha complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 


Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhoea, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magist: ate. which 
ia positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doetor's great skill. 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Inclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 

[From the Western Reformer,] 


" DR. R. P. FELLOWS 
is & highly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an original system of practice. and is 
erfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hav 
Beard many flattering reports of his successful 
auras of digenasen incident to humanity ?” — 


THE 


Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medica! Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
for Women. 

Read before the New York Liberal Club, 

March 20 and 27, 1874. > 
Qloth; price 50 cents. For sale by 


e most successful, as bis 


WHAT IS MONEY? 


A DEBATE 
| BETWEEN 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


| Pamphlet form. Price 8 cents. For sale at 
this office. 


Issues of the Age. 
,CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00, 

Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at & future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus, 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.—JN. 
Y. Graphic. 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientifle, philosophieal, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced.— Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought. He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 

irationg.-——N. Y. Tribune. ] 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, : 
Author of "The Essence of Christianity,” etc 
Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 
Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 
science. is asham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality of anr awal— Hatraat 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 


0 cents. , M. BENNETT, 
Prige 40 oan 141 Eighth Street. N. Y. City. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
cal Gun. 


By Kersky Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Joun T. PERRY'S “ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 
Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Oincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks, His 
work is a review of Kersey Graves’ “ Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 


refuted that work, but to hav answered and |b 


overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and anawere, 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry's 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Oourt," in which he ex- 
amines ali of Mr. Perry's witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selves, but condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualifled to act as witnesses in 
the cage. This teature of the. work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn " state's evi- 
dence? against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in &ddition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, “A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a zrease spot of either. 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
Work comprises about 200 pages. : 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 


THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 


OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. 'By QOURTLANDT PALMER, 

Price, 35 canta, 


NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seeker:? 


Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER. 


12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 


This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 
Oharaoter of the origin of tne religion of 
ehrist. 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Theol- 
ogy, etc. 
BY CHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 


This fis a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefly intended to 
uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind, 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author, 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man. 
Judaism, Etc. 

BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


Faith and Reason; 


Heart, Soul, and Hand Work, 


A concise account of the Ohristian religion, 
and all the prominent religions. before and 
since Ohristianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


Positivist Primer: 


Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 


; BY C. G. DAVID. 
Price, 75 cents. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 
A critical study, By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 


TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12m0, 327 pD, $2.00. 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATEBS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp. . . $1.75, 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
BY GEORGE REBER, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00. 
Mr. Reber give an interesting account of the 


various sects and ereeds which antedated the 
formation of the Ohristian church. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting, 

BY A. R. COOPER. 
1amo. 48 ppi paper, 20 cts.; flexible cloth, 35 cts. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 
* BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabbi of the Oongregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
any, N. X. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris- 
tianity 

This is a very valuable and concise work, and 

gtates in plain and unmistakable language the 


reasons why Ohristianity is a failure. Price, 50 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
OTHER PAPERS, 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 
Papar, 19mo, fi8 naves: nrice, 95 cents. 


POCKET THEOLOCY. 
BY - 


VOLTAIRE. 


Translated from the French by Miss Eilen 
Carroll. The firattime ever published in Lug- 
lish. Thepamphlet contains nearly 500 of Vol- 
taire's sharp, terse, sarcastic, scathing defini- 
tions of theoiogicai and ecclesiastical subjects, 
terms, and dogmas. There is nothing in the 
world like it. Everybody ought to bay a copy, 
120 pages, Price, only 25 cents, 


Truth Seeker Collection 
Forms, Hymns, and Re¢itations, 
Forms for Organizing Societies, Forms for 
Constitutions and By-Laws, for Funeral 
Services, Marriage Services, Naming of In- 
fants, Obituary Notices, Epitaphs, Wills, e'c. 
Also, nearly 525 Liberal and Spiritus listic 
Hymns, original and selected, for Public 
Meetings, Funerals, Social Gatherings, ete. 
The whole supplemented by a fine selection 
of Recitations, comprising many of the 
finest poetical gems in the language. Over 
580 pages, at the extremely low price of 75 
cents, in cloth. 

Chronicies of Simon Christianus, 
His Manifold and Wonderful Adventures in 
the Land of Cosmos. A New Scripture from 
an antique manuscript (evidently inspired) 
discovered by I. N. FIDEL, in conjunction 
with A. Hook, Esq. Very amusing. Price, 


| 25 cents. 


Proccedings and Addresses at 
the Freethinkers’ Convention, held 
at Watkins, N. Y., August 22, 23, 24, aud 25, 
1878. A volume of 400 pages, containing the 
speeches made during the four days' session 
by Dr. T. L. Brown, Prof. A. L. Rawson, 
Elder F. W. Evans, Elder G. A. Lomas, 
Prof. J, H. W. Toohey, Dr. J. M. Peebles, 
Dr. T. B. Taylor, Hon. George W. Julian, 
James Parton, T. B. Wakeman, Elizur 
Wright, T. C. Leland, C. D. B. Mills. Mrs. 
L. N. Colman, Mrs. P. R. Lawrence, Ella E. 
Gibson, Mrs. Mary E. Tillotson, Mrs. Clara 
Neymann, Mrs. Augusta Cooper Bristol, W. 
E. Copeland, Horace Seaver, John W. Trues- 
dell, and severalother persons. Price, cloth, 
$1.25. v 

Truth Secker Tracts. Bound Vol- 
umes l, IL, 111., 1V., and V. "These vol- 
umes, containing over 520 pages each, are 
made up of over one hundred Truth Seeker 
Tracts, with some additional kinds. They 
embrace a variety of subjects by different 
authors, written in a terse, trenchant, and 
spicy style. They are offered at the ex- 
tremely low price of 60 cents per volume in 
paper covers, and $1.00 in cloth: or 50 
cents each in paper, and 75 cents each in 
cloth if the whole set is taken. 

Sepher Toldoth Jeschn; or, the 
Bock of the Generation of Jesus, 
First Eaglish vransiauon of the ancient Jew- 
ish story of Jesus, who was born at Bethle- 
hem about the year 106 B. C., being the son 
of a betrothed maiden named Miriam (Mary) 
by Joseph Pandera. How and why the Ro- 
mans changed ‘‘ Kepha” to ‘‘ Petros.” Start- 
ling evidence that Paul flourished before the 
middle of the first century B. €C., contempo- 
rary with the aforesaid Kepha. Price, 20 
cents. 

Last Will and Testament of Jean 
Meslier, curate of a Romish chuico iu 
France jn the eighteenth century, whore 
views upon theology were not published 
until after his death, and are now for the 
first time presented in English. Very radi- 
cal and able. Price, 25 cents. 

Influence of Christianity Upon 
Civilization. By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Revised edition. One of the most able treat- 
ises upon the subject ever written, Price, 
25 cents, 

Christianity and Materialism. By 
B. F. Unpgxwoop. Revised euiion. la 
this treatise the two systems are fairly and 
ably examined from a historical standpoint. 
Price, 15 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in the 
Place of Christianity, By B. E. Ux- 
DERWOOD. Price, paper, LO cents. 

Amberley’s Life of Jesus; kis 
Character and Doctrine, A chapter 
from *“ Tne Analysis ‘of ltzigious Behef.” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. Price, cloth, 60 
Cents; paper, 33 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By W. 8. 
BELL. Revised and enlarged edition. Price, 
25 cents, 

Religion not History. An able ex- 
&minauun of the morals and theology of tbe 
teachings of the New Testament, By W. F. 
NEWMAN, Emeritus Professor of University 
College, London. From the London edition. 
Price, 25 cents. 

Bennett-Tced Discussion, Betweea 

D. M. Benner, Editor of "(ne Truth 
Seeker," and Cvuus RomuLus R. TEED, of 
Moravia, N. Y. Proposition discussed: 
** Jesus Christ is not only divine, but is the 
Lord God, creator of heaven and earth.” 
Teed affirming: Bennett denying. Paper, 
30 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
. Blakeman's Two Hundred Poet. 
ical Riddles, (For chiidren and youth.) 
Embracing a great variety of subjects. ‘This 
work is new and interesting, aud affords a 
great amount of amusement in the family 
circle, as well as in gatherings of children 
and older people. Price, 20 cents. 

Six Lectures on Astronomy, By 
Pror. RICHARD A. PROCTOR. Delivered at 
Steinway Hail, New York, in the winter of 
1875-76. 1. Growth of Worlds; 2, Life and 
Death of Worlds; 8. Other Worlds than 
Ours; 4. Other Suns than Ours; 5. The 
Great Mysteries of the Universe; 6. Religion 
and Astronomy, 65 pp. Paper, 20 cents 

Beycad the Veil, A Spiritualistic 
work, said to be dictated by the spirit of 
PascHAL BavERLY Ranpoues, aiued by 
Emmanuel Swedenborg and others, through 
the mediumship of Mrs. Frances H. McD su- 
gall and Mrs. Luna Hutchinson. li gives 
minute and interesting descriptions of life in 
the spirit world—its location, intermediate 
state, landscape, habitation, food, clothing, 
industrial interes, s E contains à steel 
engraving of P. B. Randolph.: A neat yor 
ume, Price, $1,50, 


of 


: priests, for they are so taken up with worship 


l The Truth ‘Seeker, September 4, 1880. 


Truth Seeker Tracts 


No. Revised List. Cts 


1, Discussion on Prayer. D, M, Bennett and 
two Olergymon 
T mE ptor ory Of of Greation, Bennett. 


Geng of Thought. 


Every mind is unwilliogly deprived of truth. 
— Plato. 

Success and virtue do not necessarily go to- 
gether.—Dr. Johnson. 

I am in that place in which it is demanded of 
mo to speak thetruth ; and the truth I willspeak, 
impugn whom it liste.—John Knox. 


LET who will be angry—of an impious silence 
will not I be found guilty, who am conscious 
that I am " debtor to the truth," howsoever un- 
worthy.— Luther. 

Tar reformer's chief business always is to 
destroy falsehood, to drag down tha temple of 
jmposture where idols hold the place of the 
Almighty.— Froude. 

THE Jesuits appear fo hav discovered the 
precise pointto which intellectual culture can 
be carried withont risk to intellectual emanci- 
pation.—AMacaulay. 

ONE man's "down" may be another man's 
“up,” and if truth lies at the bottom of a well, 
asthe old proverb says it doer, the truth-lover 
will go where truth is, it it takes him " down" 
to the infernal regions. 

Tax church is always trying fo get other p6o- 
pleto reform. It might not bea bad idea to 
reform itself a little, by way of example. It is 
still clinging to one or two things which were 
useful once, but which are not useful now, 
neither are they ornamental.—Mark Twain's 
Tramp Abroad. 

NotHine shall warp me from the belief that 
eyery man is a lover of truth. There is no pure 
lie, no pure malignity in nature. The enter- 
tainment ofthe proposition of depravity is the 
last profligacy and profanation, Could it be 
received into the common belief, suicide would 
unpeople the planet.—Emerson, 


Odds and Ends. 


A PHOTOGRAPHER lately took the portrait of a 
lady 80 admirably that the husband preferred it 
nake f$ or 


to the original. 
i Flood. 
A FAMILY of young ladies who reside at 126*h * Tho Story of the Egy, pi 
street, so often entertain their company on the il. Korah, Datham, and iram. Bennett, 
f 22. Balaam an D 
oda dp Mer Ravenne tie HtooTthe 13, Arraignment of Priestcratt. 


14. ga Abe nd Little ike, Srphere, 
BMITHERBS believes in unlucky numbers, For 


bo bo Otto CY OO 


E Pomaro nne onte d 
instance, he says. it’s unlucky to hav thirteen 16. orn Do D E 
persons at the table when there is only dinner m The Devil Buu Aa Ahead. “ 
enough for ten. 19. Joshua Stopping the Bun and Moon. D. 


"Hav you got the rent ready at last?" ‘No, Benn Exploits, Bennett, 
sir; mother's gone out washing, and forgot to m open on enigi atch, ‘ 
Ider 


Dut it out for you.” * Did she tell you she'd for- 22, fisosselo with Bhelton. " 
gotten?” “Yeg. sir.” 33. Repi to ‘Bilder Bhelton’s Fourth Letter. 


An Engilsh gentleman was coming out of a 244, obrisao amori, Wm. McDonnell. 


shoe store on Monday morniag with alittle boy, 2 Discussion with Geo. Baode, Bennett, | 
when mee'ing a friend he explained. "I'vejast 37; Honest Questions a and Honest Answers, 


been inside to hav my h’Ed measured for a pair 


of shoes.” 1 Dedication Address, B. F 
THEY were at a dinner party, and he remarked 2” Paing Ball d. eias : : 


that he supposed she was fond of ethnology. s0. Woman sa Bightg & Man’ s Wrongs. Byphers. 
She said she was, but she was not very well, and. 81. Gods and God-house 
the doetor had told her not to eat anything for. 82, The Gods of PBupersiition an and the God of 


Univer nne 
Gesert but oranges. | 88. Wi has Ch. Christianity Done? Preston, 
Rozrnson (after a long whist bout at the club), 


34. Tribute fo HODIE Faino, Ben 
. D. nnett. 
"Its awfully late, Brown. What will you say to E Bonn E Payer to the Devil. 
your wife?” Brown (in a whisper): “Ob, I 37. ShortSermon. Rey. Theologicus, D.D, 
sha/nt say much. you know. “Good morning, 88. Christianity nota Moral System, X, ¥. Z, 


dear, or something of that sort. She'lleaythe 29 Bible ot Baint. BP Putnam, of Men. J. 
rest.” 


1 
Faro is a game of considerable antiquity, it 41. Qur F Roclatasttoal Gentry, Bonnett, 8 
appears, for we read in the Bible, Isaiah xxiv, ' 4% Miah the as a 

^" 43, Ohristianity a Borrowed Syste 
that “the treacherous dealers hav dealt 4.’ Design Argument Refuted. Underwood. 
E aborods. " And the average dealer has : 45. Elishathe Prophet. Bennett. 


'40. Did Jesus Really Exist 
Por apg Baers Binge the tmo when: the | 47, Oruelty and Gredulity of the Human Race. 


Dr. Daniel Arter. 
Quire a number of darkies, young and old, | 48. Freethought in tho West, G. L. Oddoson; 


, Sensible Conclusions. EE 
were fishing down on Kunn’s wharf recently, ee pene e dtreo Big Fish. D: M. Bonnett, 


when a boy of about twelve fell off and would 51, Sixteen Truth Bosker Leaflets. No. 1. 
hav met a watery grave had it not been fortbe 5° Marples-Underwood Debate, Underwood. 
energy and presence of mind of. old uncle | 63. Questions for Bible Worshipers. B. F. 


á nderwoo 
Moses. After the boy was safely landed a by P Jn Deen po Eor to Jesus Christ, Bonnett. 


stander took occasion to praise old Moses for The Bible God Disproyed by Nature, W. 
the heroism he had displayed. ''Is the. boy D oleman. p SE TE 
your Bon?" asked the sympathetic spectator. | 56. Bible Contradictions. 

** No, boss, but ee mout j«8s as well a been. He m josus Nota Perfect Oharacter. Underwood, 


had all de bait in his pocket,” | 68. 59. Bible Propiectes Concerning Babylon. B. 


PanrED Lovers.—They were very fond of | F. Underwoo ; ; 
each other. and had been engaged; but they i 90 Tzokiol 's Brophéoles Ooncer ning Tyre. B, 
quarreled. and were too proud to make it up. 61. History of the Devil, Isaac Paden, 

He aalled a few days ago at her father’s house, | 63. The Jews and their God. 


s; 68, The Devils Due- Bills. John Syphers. 
lisa lag onnoman on busingsasotgourse; 64, The Iils we Huguro- their Cause and Ouro, 


. Ben 
Said he, "Ah, Miss Blank, I believe; is your | gs, short Sermon No. 2. Bey. X. Bhgologleus. .D.D. 
father in?" ar Si P EY Beeker x Leaflets No. 3 

* No, eir," she replied; " pais not in at pres- | 67. Bixtesn, for 
onte Did you wish te sec him porscHali, >” 8, Buth’s iden of Heaven and SAS. Susan 


“Yes,” was the bluff response, feeling NE Missi narios. Mrs, E. D. Blenker. 
she was yielding, '" on very particular personal ; 70. Vicarious Atonement, d. 8. Lyon. 


business,” and he turned proudly to go away. | T1. Paine’s Anniversary. C. A. Oodman, 
* I beg your pardon," she called after him, as | 12 Bhadrach, HAMM, and Abed-nexo, D, 


. Ben 
he struck the lower step, " but who shall I say | zs, Foundations, John By phers. 
called?" 


14. Daniel in the Lion’s Den. Bennett, 
He never smiled again. 


15. Au Hour with the Devil. 
IT is said that once, during the high water at 
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28. Alessandro di Oagliontro. O. Sotheran, 
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PLUTARCH says that when Cicero, as a young 
man, visited the Oracle at Delphi, the advice 
given him was to make his own genius, not the 
Opinions of others, the guide of his life; and 
Niebuha thiaks that, if so, this is one of the 
answers which might induce us to believe in 
the actual inspiration of the priestess.—7. W. 
Higginson. 


CATHOLICISM was at one time the friend of 
educutlou—of an education sufficient to make a 
Catholic out of a barbarian, Protestantism 
was also the friend of education—of an educa- 
tion sufficient to make a Protestant out of a 
Catholic. But now, it having been demonstrated 
that real education ‘will make Freethinkers, 
Catholics and Protestants hoth are the enemies 
of true learning.— Ingersoll. 


SWEDENBORG did one thing for which I feel 
almost grateful. He gave an account of having 
met John Calvin in hell. Nothing conneeted 
with the supernatural could be more Derfeetly 
natural than this. The only thing detracting 
from the value of this report is that if there is a 
hell, we know, without visiting the place, that 
John Oalvin must be there.—Jngersoll. 


= 


wa 


16. Reply to Erastus F. Brown. D. M. Ben- 


Prairie du Ohien, the Dousman House was full | 77. The Fear of Death. D. M. Ben 

of guests, the water was up to the second story, | 78. garistmas Ec RAE Bonnat, 
and they could not get away. Williams, the | 7 the Virgin Mary. W. I. Ooleman. n 
proprietor, made the guests catch fish for their | gj, Address onPaine's 139th Birthday Bon- 
board. There was à fish-pole out of every 

window, and Williams had a corner on fish- | 81. Horositer.or the Half-way House, John 


ypher 
bait. He had a place where hecould dig worms, urtesy, 
and no one knew where it was but himself. It iM Seis Gurtesy. B ipit 
was saidto bea touching sight to see him go rey, 
around to the different rooms with an old | 84. Moody's permon on Hell, Rev. J, P. 
oyster-can, and sell angle-worms to the travel- | sy wean Fife and Mind, Bennett, 1 
ing men.’ Phe guests finally struck ou buying |g, An Enquiry about God's Sons. 
worms. They opened the windows and let the | 87. Hreethought Judged by its Fruits. B.F, 


s Underwood. 
Shi eee nel ee e her |B Dani Goda Peculiar Favorito. Mre. R; 
bowis. One traveling man says Williams is] gg, RE Ier Prover 


awfully heartless. A mud-turtle came OE 20. B Bib! MB ahs iter C'ordaten et wood, 
and roosted on the second-story window-si 1, Our don 
and Williams pushed him off into the water be- | 92. The Bible: is it Divinely Inspired? Dr, 


cause he hadn't any baggage and wouldn't pay | gs, One’ Pardon for Sins, 
in advance, Some of these stories against Tuttle. 

Williams are told by Gol. Johnson at theeating- | 94. The New Ravon, WI Cooper. 
&ouse here, who is down on Williams on |% POS Papara = S 
account of some game played at Hot Springs: |97. Special Providences, W. 8. Bell. 
we bellev they call it a "John Por." Williams | os, Snakes. Mrs, Elmina D. Slenker, 

says he turned the mud-turtle away because he | 99, Do the Works of Nature prove a Ore- 


, ator? Boiota. 
thought it was one of Johnson's bed-bugs. 100, 10th Anniversary of Thomas Paine's 


' Las’ nite, as de ole Woman an.mesoton de Birthday. Bennett et ais. 
back steps to enol our feet,” begaa brother Gard- | 102, The Old Religion and the Now. W. 8. 


ner, '" Uncle Febus cum rushin’ in wid his hat 6 

in his hand, and bis eyes as big as dollars, au Doss s the Bible Teach us all we Know? 
Uncle Febus am a Republikin, and some Dem- | 104, Evolution of Israel's God. A. de Rawson, 
ercrat had got at him an’ made him believe dat | 105. Decadence of Ohristianity. Capph YO. 
Garfeel used to saw niggers in two at so much | 199. Franklin, Washington and Jefferson Un- 


Be tt. 
per head. De ole man's garden patch am all |107. quel ie Yer es ao. "HO: Bro 
chocked up wid weeds, an’ he's purty hard up | 108. The Holy Bib Bible a Historical Humbug. 
for clothes, but he couldn't put his hand to work . 
until he found out if dat story was true, He T p E Bonnet: 
hadn’s been gone away an hour before olej jiz Bensible Sermon. Rev. M. J'Savugo 
Daddy Smith cum whoopin’ in by de alley gate | 113. Come to Jesus. Bennett 


lookin’ as wild as ifa b'ar was arter him. Hoe |114. Where was Jesus born? Preston 
à 115. The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett 
am a Demerkrat, an' some Hspublikin had got 116: The Sunday Question, 


at hir an’ made him almos’ believe dat Gineral | 117. Constantine the Great. Preston 
Hancock would sell all de cullud foikees into | 118. The irrepressible Conflict between Chris: 
slavery if he war ‘lected President. O!e Daddy *janity and De Boll 

lost half a day on a cach job to trot aroun’ wid i5 dub Now Talin. Bo tod ard 

such a fool-story on his tongue; an’ be needs |121. Juzersol!’s Review of his Reviewers ` 
money if anybody does. It makes me discour- | 122. The Great Religions of the World. Ben- 


aged when I see what fools some niggahs be. 
^ la | 123. Pine Vindiented, Ingersoll's Reply to 
What’s de reason dat Diddy Smitb, Uncle the New Yorl Observer T 


Febus, an’ ebery odder daddy an’ uncle'mong | 4194. sinful Saints. Bennett 
de eullud tribe can’tsot on de fence »n' let de | 125. German Liberalism. Clara Neymann 
white folks fight dis oui? It ain't our muss, we | 126. Orimes aud Oruelties of Christianiiy. Un- 


i! J derwood 
can't gain nor lose a single shillin', no matter 127. Tyndall ori Man's Soul 


0 

2 

a 

who am President. I tell ye agin, an’ I’m gwine j 359° Who waa Jesus Ohrit? Coleman : 
to keep on tellin’ ye dat decullud man who goes | 130. The Ethics of Religion. Clifford 5 
into polyties um de white man’s fool, He may | 131. Paine was Junius. W. H, Bu z 
K 

5 

a 
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I xntw of a woman who worked three years in 
acotton factory under an overseer who asked her 
to be his wife. They were poor, and after their 
marriage for three more years toiled in the 
same way. '" Did it make any difference in your 
hapoiness," I asked her, “batween ‘the first 
three years andthe last?” " AI] the difference 
there is between a cotton factory and the king- 
gom of heaven,” she answered, dohi C. Kim- 

al 


THE couples which hav no family. or which 
cannot provide for the euiidren they hav, in as 
far as justice requires, do wellto separate rather 
than continue to liv in perpetual warfare. The 
consequences which follow ill-assorted unions 
are much more serious to the parties, to their 
children, and to society at large than such as 
attend on divorce. Were the sexes what they 
ought to be, there would indeed ba no occasion 
for divorce, The conjugal union would then 
terminate only with lite.—Spurzheim. 
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WHILE thinking eannot.be done without a 
Gertuin degree of lelsure, it is still a variety of. 
hard work; and the best of it is done. not by 


that they hav no time for work, but by the work- 
ing classes themselvs, whose activ and ag gres- 
siv thinking has compelled the priesthood to 
do what little thinking they hav done in seif- 
defense, In saying that the least inventiv, 
original, and prcgressiv class of men haval- 
ways been the priests. we only charge them with 
fidelity to their calling.—Densiow’s Modern 
Thinkers, 
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AND there were doubters and skeptics, too. in 
that old time just as there are now, and generally 
these unbelievers were then as now—the phi- 
losophers the scientisis, and the rulers. Pro- 
tagoras was banished from all theterri-ories of 
the Atheniaus, and bis books were burned as 
infamous and impious because he said in the 
beginning of one of them: " Whether the gods 
do or do not exist, is a question which I know 

not whether I ought to affirm or deny, for our 
understandings are too much clouded, and the 
life of men is too short, for the solution of so 
nice and difli3ult a point.” —Eimina D Blenker. 


D 


THE question of eard-playing is fully consid- 
ered in Goethe’s " Autobiography,” and the 
conclusion is that, instead of avoiding games, 
young people should try to acquire skill in 
them. ” Time is induitly long, aud each day à 
vessel into which a great deal may be poured if 
we wlil actually fil it up.” Dr. Johnson laid 
down broadly that there are fow days without 
ponis Whon tims hangs heavy upon hand, and 
tol. 3oswell, "Lam sorry I hav not learned to 
play at ecards, leis very useful ia life; it gen- 
erates kindness aud consolidates society.” 
Burke exurvésed the samy regret. JHayward's 
test, 


count one In a torehlight procession, but he will ; T My Religious Belief. Hila E. Gibson 


3. {be Authority of the Bible. Underwood 


also eguut one in de crowd befo’ de poormaster , i du Talks with the Evange lists 
nex’ winter. Polytics hain’t in us. Wehain’t ; 
got de meanness to stan’ up an’ promis’ an’ lie 
an’ cheyt, an’ deceive. Our skulls am too thick 


gv our tongues dean’ moye fast "nof," 


196. Is there a Future Liia 
188. Torquemada and the * nqulettton, Ben» 


ig diriettan:Lova: Q. p. jamast 
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138, Science ofthe Bible, John Jasvor 2 
130 Massaor* of p SPELL OI OW Preston 5 
140, Aatra-Theol 2 
141, Infidelity. HW W. Beecher 2 
149. Synopsis of All Religions. E.L.Saxon 10 
143, Chang Wau Ho, Pii ASIEN T 
144. The Com: tock Law. 
143, If you take away ay Religion, what wi 
you giv me instead ? Martin. 
146. Reymour Timos's Prayer g 
147. Reply to The Index on Oomstoel Laws 10 
148, Wien 01 Paul Liv?’ Scholasticus i 
149. Agen ams 
150. The Liberty of Printing and Reply. Hurl. " a 


hut and Wakem 0 
161, What is the Bible? M, Ng $ 
152. A Ramarkab'a Book. W. Douglas 2 
153, Liberty and Morali'y. AnD D, Conway 


164. Reminiscences of Thomas Paine. Pavia * 
Bruce 3 


BOIENTIFIO SERIES, 


L Horeditary Transmission, Prof, Louis 
s 

3. Evolution ; ; from the o, Homogeneous to the 
Hoterogeneous. à, Underwood. 

3% Darwinism. B. PF. EE oed : 

4, Literature of the Insane, F. R. Marvin, 

5. Fesponsibility of Bex, Mrs, Ohase, M 

6. Graduated Atmospheres. J. MeGarroll, 

7. Death. elis . Marvin, M.D. 

8. How do Mar: supial Animals Propagate 
their kind? . A.B. Bradford. 

9. TheUnseen World. Prof. John Fiske. 

10. PC ME Theory — Huxley's Three 


Lectur D 
11. Is America the New World? L.L.Dawson. 8 
12. Evolution Teaches neither Atheism nor 

Materialism. R.B8. Brigham, M.D, 5 
18. Nibble at Mr. John Fiske's Crumb for 

the Mcdern Symposium, . 1 


Discount on one doliar’s worth 10 per cent off, 
on two dollars’ worth, 20 off: on five dollars’ 
worth, 40 off; on ten dollars’ worth. 50 off. 

As few oras many of any given kind may be 
ordered as desired. 
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cles: 
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Natural Religion vs. Revealed 
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The Fruits ot Obristianity, 

Constructiv Rationalism, 

On Eternal Torture, 

On Prayer. 

The True Basis of Morality, 

The Gospel of Christianity and the 
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Sold at this office. 


A New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY, 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 


Graduate of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College 
and the New York Phrenological 
Instituta. 


This work is intended both as a chart for the 
use of phrenologists and a text-book for ptu- 
dents of phrenology. As a chart it will 
found fuller and more complete than any other 
work of its size on this subject. It contains in 
addition fo the " Table of Developments, "One 
of “Adaptation to Different Pursuits,” andone 
of " Conjagal Adaptation.” These tables being 
perfectly easy to understand, are calculated to 
render the work at once both interesting and > 
ueefol, The work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
junctions, health, ete., and all tha faculties and 
powers of the mind ia seven different degrees 
of development, along with exeollent rules for 
health and self-improvement, Its explanation 
of the principles of phrenology, etc., and its 

other importunt remarks will be found well 


10 adapted to the needs of studente and others 


who may desira to acquirean elementary knowl- 


9 | edge of phrenology with as little outlay of time 


and labor as possible. In short, thie work will 
he found well adapted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and pbrenological examiners. 

The work contaius 105 pages, With an excellent 
map of the head, showing the locations of ull 
the faculties, and is handsomely printed and 
bound. Pries, paper, 60 cents; cloth. 75 cente, 
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Notes and Clippings. 


A 8xNAGOG at J ackson, Mich.. is to be ‘cleared 
of debt by means of a ball and lottery. : 


A LARGE number of Jewish negroes hav been! 
found in Africa, near the boundary of Barbary. | 


Tut Rev. Samuel Wilson of Onarga, Ill., in- 
tending to visit a Methodist conference, got 
down his revolver and began to polish it forthe 
occasion. It was accidentally discharged and 

' he was killed, 


Tue Superintendent has forbidden religious 
services.{n the poorhouse of LaSalle county, 
Ill. He says that two-thirds of the inmates are 
insane, and the rest hav "as much religion al- 
ready as is good for them.” 


BisHor OHATARD, of Indianapolis has given 
the Hihernians, who recently danced at a pic- 
nic in direct disobedience of his pastoral, the 
alternativ of being disfellowshiped or of ex- 
pelling its wayward members. 


THEeCatholic Telegraph, of Cincinnati, says 
that, according to Scripture, man was made but 


THE Rev. Dr. Williamson, of the First Metho- 
dist church of Chicago, found that his congre- 
gation were relaxing their belief in a hell of 
literal fire. He therefore preached last Sunday 
on the subject, making the following points: 1. 
That if those scriptures that relate with such 
apparent clearness to the fact of an endless hell 
&re meaningless, no other part of the Bible can 
be depended upon; 2. That unless men dying 
in sin are doomed to awful and endless suffer- 
ing, the humiliation of Pilate’s court, the agony 
in the garden, and the final, bitter expiation on 
Oalvary must be regarded as means utterly dis- 
proportioned to the end to be accomplished; 
3. That, if Bible language was written to be 
read, and if, like all other serious speech, it 
mean anything, so plain and so repeated are its 
statements on this subject there can be no 
doubt that an awful and eternal reality of pun- 
ishment for unpardoned sinners exists in the 
universe of God; 4, That hell is a definit local- 
ity: 5. That the torture of hell is by literal and 
endless fire. i 


A DISTINGUISHED follower of Mars, a favorit 
comedian, and & Well-known ex-reporter com- 
posed the happy trio seated in a cosy room, 


little lower than the angels, but priests are | ©2joying themselves with fragrant Havanas and 


higher than angels, for they hav power to for- 
,.giv.ain, which the angels hav not. 

"Iw what condition was the {patriarch Job at 
the end of his life?” asked a Brooklyn Sunday- 
schoo} teacher of a quiet-iooking boy at the foot 
of the class. “ Dead,” answered the quiet-look- 
ing boy. From this answer no appeal was 
taken. 

DANIEL SHEFFIN, the sexton of St. Cecilia’s 
church. of this city, charges the pastor, Rev. 
Wm, P Flannelly, with having openly slandered 
him before the congregation, and thereby in- 
jured him io his character aud business to the 
extent of $2,000. to recover which sum he has 
brought a suit in the Marine Court, 


Mr. LELAND of New York lectures this even- 
ing in the Onristian church of this city, Mr. 
Leland is a Freethinker, and this isthe first in- 
stance in the history of the Liberal movement 
that an or'hodox church has been opened to an 
Infidel. Revs. Lane and McOonnell will be 
there, and we predict an interesting occasion. 
—Mar shall: own (Iowa) Times. 


At Springfield, Mass, the Rev, Father Me- 
Dermott told his congregation that, though it 
was Wrong, they could send their children to 
thre publie àchools, but he warned them against 
sayingthatthe publie schools were better than 
the Ogtholie parochial school. If any did so 
claim, he said he would read their names in 
chu: ch, show from the school rolls the stupid- 
ity of their children, and ''make them 
wretched.” i 


On seeing last Sunday a horseman herding 
cattle we inquired in whose employ he was and 
found that he was working for one of the most 
prominent members of the Methodist church of 
Concordia. Perhaps it isn’t our''put in.” but 
we would just like to know how this good and 
pious Methodist can reconcile with his duty to 
God and man his co“ rge in sending this young 

‘man’s soul to hell while he is saving—or trying 
to save—his own ? —Cloud Co. Blade, 


Aman under the assumed name of Helix has 
started a new sect in New York. He calls them 
' “Bolid Backs.” He says he calls them that be- 
cause he expects to suffer persecution and has 
a pretty solid back. The Bowery, the wickedest 
place in New York, is the scene of his opera- 
tions. The heathen rage, the amall boys dance 
around and yell during prayer, and pandemo- 
nium wouldn't be much worse than the din 
Helix and his audience raise. The “Solid 
Backs” are few and the opposition numerous, 
but Helix says he will hold on. 


Taz English correspondent of the Churchman 


strong lemonades. Anhour ortwo thus passed 
pleasantly by, when a fourth one. entered upon 
the scene. a Enight. of the razor, and one who 
has no equal in Montana in knowledge of the 
dead languages. His memory is marvelous, 
but being a German, with a poor pronuncia- 
tion of our language, his translations would 
not be cecepted as the pure quill by a college 
professor. To test his knowledge, the reporter 
gave him a few Latin sentences. which w-re 
correctly translated. The son of Mars essayed 
to catch him napping on the Greek, but without 
avail; while our jolly Thespian friend bom- 
barded him with Hebrew. The last sentenca he 
gave were the dying words oj the Savior. This 
is the translation as given by the tonsorial 
artist and scholar: “Mein Gott! mine Gott! 
why in h—li you leave me left for, anyhow ?" 


Tue Rev. Mr. Handford of the Bond street 
church of Toronto, Ontario, is another fallen 
shepherd, Mrs. Gorham, of his church, accuses 
him of having seduced her and then cast her 
off, Having been cruelly thrust aside by Hand- 
ford after ministering to his selfish and lustful 
wishes, and being a woman of determination, 
she has now come forward and put her story in 
writing, which she has duly sworn to in the 
Dresence of two witnesses, In the document 
she says: “I first met Mr. Handford about two 
years ago at my brother's. He flrst visited our 
house Tuesday, August 20, 1878, and from that 
on for about a year was a very frequent visitor, 
and we often visited his house. I often walked 
with him inthe fields and woods. On August 
8, 1878, before he commenced to visit at our 
house, he seduced me, in his own house, in his 
study. After that he frequently had criminal 
connection with me at various places.” Yet this 
reverend wretch is still preaching the gospel to 
an admiring congregation, In a recent sermon 
he held up David as his beau ideal ofa man, and 
judging from Mrs. Gorham’s confession, we 
must 8&y we think him sincere. 


A BALTIMORE clairvoyant glvs the following | 


September 11, 1880. 


For the last two years a well-to-do manufac- 
turer named Issajeff, residing at No. 281 of the 
Ligovka, St. Petersburg, has enjoyed among his 
friends and acquaintances the reputation Of 
being a prophet sent from heaven for the espe- 
élal purpose of announcing the exact date of 
the Redeemer’s final reappearance upon earth 
preparatory to the last judgment and general 
winding-up of mundane affairs, Ever since his 
gifts of prescience first obtained recognition, 
Isssjeff-English Isaiah—has beén: so profuse 
of prophecy that his vaticinations, carefully 
taken down and collected by his admirers, al- 
ready fll four large quarto volumes, recently 
dedicated by him to the venerable Metropolitan 
Isidor, who has submi'ted them to,the inspec- 
tion of M, Janischeff, Director of the Ecolesi- 
astical Academy. But until a fortnight ago 
Is85j^ff had maintained a disereet silence with 
respeet to the great even!, the foretelling of 
which he alleged to be his peculiar mission. 
One day, however, he informed his followers 
that the end of all things had been fixed for the 
15th ult., and proceeded to prove his own faith 
in that vaticination by selling his manufactory, 
houses, etc, and distributing the produce of 
their sale among the poor. His example was 
strictly followed by his disciples, who, in ac- 
cordance with his special {nstriictions stripped 
| to thetr shirts-early.onshe morning-of the 16th, 
and in that uncommonly ikzht marching order 
waited patiently all day long for the sounding 
of the last trumpet. As nothing of the sort 
came to pass, Issajeff’s impoverished flock has 
.renounced its belief in that nrophet's predic- 
tions, all but, nine unchangedly faithful sheep. 
who still regard him as divinely-inspired, and 
to whom he continues to foretell future events 
as freely as ever.—London Telegraph, 


Tux N. Y. World wants to know why a Free- 


thinker should find it necessary to meet with 
his kind, This is in reference to the late Con. 
vention at Hornelleville. Now, really we never 
thought of that. Sure enough, why should he? 
The World imagines that he can think free in 
his private apartments and that there is no 
common object for Freethinkers to attain by 
assembling together. Of course! But then, 
why do Christians meet together? Can't they 
pray in their apartments !n private, and won't 
such prayers penetrate the steel piate with 
which deity is supposed to hav armored his 
heart just as wellae the prayers of a multitude 
impelled by & varied selection of stentorian 
“Amens!” And sinceinthe scheme of salva- 
tion every sinner must stand upon his own 
merits of faith and sanctity, why congregations, 
and conventions, and popular sermons, and 
public psalm singing? It may be said, in 
reply. thatthe church has & mission to spread 
the gospel; butif that gospel, which demands 
implicit belief in its manifold absurdities as 
the price of & reserved seat in Paradise, is a 
false gospel and & libel upon the creator, hav 
not the Freethinkers a more righteous mission 
to hold its pretensions up to public scorn? 
It is natural for men Who think in the same 
channel, whether upon politics, religion, busi- 
ness. or social subjects. to meet together and 
exchange courtesies and opinions. And that is 
why both Ohristians and Freethinkers meet. 
This caviling over the word ''Freethinker," in 
which the orthodox are now indulging, comes 


description of the North Pole: “The pole is! with a bad grace from people who invented it 


situated on an island, having a gradual rise 
from the water’s edge to about the middle of it, 
On some parts of it appear only bare rocks; on 
other parts it has an abundant vegetation. 
About half of it, the east side, is covered with 
fruit trees, In some parts they grow in dense 
thickets, in some they grow not so close to- 
gether. and hav grass thickly interspread 
among them. The fruit consists of oranges, 
lemons, bananas, cocoanut, and other tropical 
fruits. This part of the pole is inhabited by 


has the most dismal forebodings in regard to , beetles, white and black ants. grasshoppers. 
the effects of the Burials bill when it becomes a | and many other kinds of insects, all unusually 


law. Hesays: "All protection to the church 
in its churches as well as church-yards is gone 


large; also by many different species of the 
monkey tribe. On the west side of the island 


forever. Thisis. of course, the beginning of|the vegetation is not so dense. It has many 


disestablishment, and with the Established 
Church ‘will go old England, The peerage and 
crown will go next; India and the colonies 
after that.” Well. let them go, England would 
be better off without a state church, and the 
Crown don’t amountto much except to draw 
immense sums of money from the people to 
support royal libertines like the Prince of 
Wales, 


tropical fruits, but tne trees aresmall. Among 
the natural products are the gooseberry. black- 
berry, grape, currant, raspberry, ànd mandrake 
But it differs from the east side in having no | 
monkeys, and in having vast numbers of birds | 
of every size and plumage. Among them are 
the ostrich, swan, goose, duck, quall, robin, and 
humming bird, Qn hoth pides are many small | 


* streams," 


rs an epithet of derision and condemnation, 
Once we were told that a Freethinker is an in- 
dividual who asserts the damnable doctrin that 
men Should use their reason in considering 
religious claims~a rationalist; but now that 
unbelievers in the faith scheme hav accepted 
the epithet as a title to be proud of, the relig- 
ious press (including the World, of course) 
coolly Proceeds to tear the title to pieces and 
show that everybody is a Freethinker, because 
thoughts cannot be restrained—nature makes 
them free. The fact probably is that the late 
Oonvention, which promises to centralizo and 
giv wide-spread expression to common sense 
views about religion, is a nightmare to the 
leaders of orthodoxy. Infidelity, so called, is 
no longer to be an individual sin; it is taking 
shape, Oreanizing and preparing to be ag- 
Egressiv. It will make the world better. And 
when we look about, and see the wickedness 
which thrives under the cloak of religion, we 
cannot but hail the rapidiy approaching time 
when men Will devote their time and energy to 
the improvement of this world and leaye the 
next to take care of itself, -Zruth, 


SCIENCE HALL, 141 8th St, 
NEAR BROADWAY. 


} $8 per Year. 


Events of the Week. 


GEN. Roserrs has defeated the Afghanistans, 


A TELEPHONE convention was held at Niagara 
last week. 

Tas steamer San Salvador is reported lost in 
the Carribean Sea. 

Morg Sioux Indians hav surrendered them- 
selvs to the United States authorities. 

Gen. GRANT is coming to New York to pro- 
side at a Rapublican campaign meeting. 

‘yy naval demonstration, to scare Turkey, it 
is understood will begin on the 15th inst. 

RILEY won the three-mile professional boat 
race at Geneva, N. Y., on the 3d, Time 21:26. 

SALAMANOA, N. Y., has bean visited by a de- 
structiv fire. H. L. Green's office was burned 
out, 

TEE Democratic factions of this cl!y hav fur- 
ther coalesced and now present a united front 
to their opponents, 

Fives horses and fifteen men started af noon 
Sunday in thetest race of 156 hours, " go as you 
please,” at Ohicago, 

A FULL RIGGED ship. junk shaped, is said to 
hav been found in a cavern in Colorado, far 
away from any water. 

Buck, the Texas cadet, who shot a school- 
mate at the preparatory school last summer. 
has been admitted to West Point. 

'Tanzz colored men were recently empaneled 
on a jury in Kentucky—the first time such an 
event ever happened in that state, 

A Man was hurled to. the ground from the 
elevated railroad last Saturday. byatrain strik- 
ing him. He was severely injured. 

FirrEEN passengers were rescued from 
drownlng by & thirteen-year-old boy on the 
Morris Canal at Jersey Clty last week. 

On a recent journey of the Czar the line of 
railroad was guarded by forty thousand troops. 
Happy Czar! Must enjoy the confidence of his 
people, 


Jupax Rix of San Francisco decides thatthe , 


anti-Chinese ordinances recently passed by the 
board of supervisors of that city ace unconsti« 
tutlonal. ‘ 

WHILE testin a pontoon bridge over the 
river Elbro in. Spain on the 24, ninety-seven 
men were drowned by the giving way of the 
structure. 


A REPORT that the Jeannette, sent to explore 
the North Pole, is lost is denied by the New 
York Herald, whose proprietor fitted out the 
expedition, 

IT has been 80 hot in this city and Brooklyn 
for the last few days that the Boards of Educa- 
tion of both cities hav extended the holidays, 
refusing to allow the Children to study. Sensi- 
bie boarde. 


A HURRICANE Visited Kingston, Jamatea, 
Aug. 18th, which lasted six hours. Every ves- 
sel in the harbor was sunk or driven ashore 
and wrecked. Many houses were blown down 
and some lives are reported lost. 


A SEVERE shock of earthquake occurred at 
Valpariso, Chili, on July2ist. The floods in the 
province of Coquimbo are the greatest experi- 
enced for thirty years, Seventy persons were 
swept away and drowned in one night. 


Tue steamship City of Vera Oruz, plying be- 
tween hereand Havana, was canght in a cyclone 
off the coast of Florida on the 29 h ult, Seven of 
the crew and four of the passengers were 
washed ashore. All the rest, about thirty sea- 
men and eighteen passengers, were drowned. 
The Vera Orvz was owned by F. Alexandre & 
Bons, of this city, and was insured in fourteen 
companies. 


Tug London Daily Telegraph reports that & 
preliminary treaty of peace has been signed at 
Lima. and the following are its principal arti- 
cies: Peru surrenders the monitors Mangoca- 
pae and Atahualpa, razes the fortifications of 
Callao, surrenders all the artillery of Callao, 
engages to not augment her navy for thirty 
years, and will reimburse to Ohil the cost of 
the war, Ohili engages to pay half of the ex» 

| terior debt of Peru, 


` 
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ate heretics from’ ‘their dominions. ‘The. ‘sword. of the 
church was unsheathed, and the world was at, the n 
bored and infuriated: priests, Whose 6 eyes f "el ‘upon t 


Persecutions of Unbelievers and Freethinkers. 


BY D. M. BENNETT, 

` [The following is Mr. Bennett’s speech at the. Brussels 
Congress, In looking over the MSS. left-by him, we find it |: 
in rough draft, and thinkivg that our readers would like to 
see it, take the liberty of laying it. before them. ] 

Ever since Flavius Valerius Aurelius, better known as 
Constantine, after murdering his father-in-law, his brother- 
in-law, his nephew, his son, and his wife, made his grand 
coup d'elat, and pretended to see a heavenly vision and .to 
be converted, Paul-like, to Christianity, thus becoming the 
first fighting, murdering Christian emperor, the church 
has been persistent in her persecutions toward all who dared 
dispute her power or deny the truth and infallibility of her 
teachings, As her power has increased, her enemity has 
increased also to all who would not bow in submission to 
her commands. Those who were free enough to think and 
act as their own consciences dictated hav been made to feel 
her most cruel tortures and to encounter the most agonizing 
deaths her ingenuity enabled her to inflict. This church, 
which was under the necessity of looking to pagati nations 
for her creeds, dogmas, rites, sacramente, ceremonies, and 
paraphernalia and gewgawry of worship, exhibited origi- 
nality and invention enough to get up the most infernal tor- 
tures, maohinee, and appliances for causing the most excru- 
ciating pains for all who dared be free enough to do their 
own thinking on any point of faith, 

As Ingersoll forcibly says: ‘In the name of God every 
possible crime has been committed—every conceivable out- 
rage has been perpetrated, Brave men, tender and loving 
women, beautiful girls, and prattling babes hav been éxter- 
minated in the name of Jesus Christ, For more than fifty 
generations the church has carried the black flag. Her 
vengeance has been measured only by her power, During 
all these years of infamy no heretic has been forgiven, 
With the heart of a fiend she has hated; with the clutch of 
avarice she has grasped; with the jaws of a dragon she has 
devoured; pitiless as famin, merciless as fire, with the con- 
selence of a serpent, such is the history of the church of 
God. . . . Every nerve in the human body capable of 
pain has been sought out and touched by the church. Tol- 
eration has increased only when and where the power of 
the church has diminished. From Augustine until’now 
the spirit of the Christian has remained thesame. There 
has been the same intolerance, the same undying hatred of 
all who think for themselvs, and the same determination to 
crush out of the human brain all knowledge inconsistent 

-with an ignorant creed. 

**Men and women hav been bnrnt for thinking there was 
but one God; that there was none; that the Holy Ghost is 
younger than God; that God was somewhat older than his 
son; for insisting that good works will save a man without 
faith; that faith wil do without good works; for'di- 
claring that a sweet babe will not be burned eternally be- 
cause its parents failed to hav its head wet by a priest; for 
speaking of God as though he had a nose; for denying that 
Christ was his own father; for contending that three per- 
sons, rightly added together, make more than one; for be- | 
lieving in purgatory; for denying the reality of hell; for 
pretending that priests can forgiv sins; for preaching that 
God is an essence; for denying that witches rode through 
the air on sticks; for doubting the total depravity of the 
human heart; for laughing at irresistible grace, predestina- 
tion, and particular redemption; for denying that good 
bread could be made of the body of a dead man; for 
pretending that the pope was not managing this world for 
God and in place of God; for disputing the efficacy of a 
vicarious atonement; for thinking that the Virgin Mary was 
born like other people; for thinking that a man's rib was 
hardly sufficient to make a good-sized woman; for denying 
that God used his finger for a pen; for asserting that pray- 
ers are not answered; that diseases are not sent to punish 
unbelief; for denying the authority of the Bible; for having 
a Bible in their possession; for attending mass and for refus- 
ing to attend; for wearing a surplice; for carrying a cross 
and for refusing; for beings Catholic and for being a Pro- 
testant; for being an Episcopalian, a Presbyterian, a Bap- 
tist, and for being a Quaker. In short, every virtue has 
been a crime, and every crime a virtue. The church has 
burnt honesty and rewarded hypocrisy. 

“ Protestants ard Catholics vied with each other in the 
work of enslaving the human mind. For ages they were 
rivals in the infamous effort to rid the earth of honest pec- 
ple. They infested every country, every city, town, hamlet, 
and family. They appealed to the woret passions of the 
human heart. They sowed the seeds of discord and hatred 
jn every land. Brother denounced brother, wives informed 
against their husbands ; mothers accused their children ; 
dungeons were crowded with the innocent ; the flesh of the 
good and the true rotted in the clasp of chains ; the flames 
devoured the heroic, and in the name of the most merciful 
God his children were exterminated with famiv, sword, 
and fire. Over the wild waves of baitle rose and fell the 
banner of Jesus Christ. For sixteen hundred years the 
robes of the church were red with innocent blood. The 
ingenuity of Christians was exhausted in devising punish- 
ment severe enough to be inflicted on other Christians who 
honestly and sincerely differed with them upon any point 
whatever, For thousands of years a thinker was 
hunted down like an escaped convict. To him who had 
braved the church every door was shut, every knife was 
open. To shelter him from the wild storm, to giv him a 
crust of bread when dying, to put a cup of water to his 
cracked and bleeding lips, these were all crimes, not one of 
which the church ever did forgiv, and with the justice 
taught of her God, his helpless children were exterminated 
as scorpions and vipers. 

“In 1208 the Inquisition was established. Seven years 
afterward the fourth council of the Lateran enjoined all 
kings and rulera to swear an ogth that they would extermin- 


victima of their rage. TÉéy crushed their bones in iron 


cers, cut off their lips and eyelids, pulled. out their naile, 


tongues, extinguished their eyes, stretched them upon racks, 


stake, mocked their cries and groans, ravished their wives. 


holy work in heli.” - 


nature dictates, 
brium to those who differed slightly from the prescribed 


gether. 


tum of popes, bishops, and priests, both dared to conform 
their belief to the dictates of reason and common sense. . 

In the middle of the twelfth century Peter Waldo, a 
worthy citizen of the town of Lyons in France, had the 
temerity to entertain certain views not exactly in harmony 
with the doctrins. which the church prescribed. He ex- 
pressed hia disapproval of mixing holy oil in baptism; he 
held that prayers said over inanimate things were supersti- 
tious; that tbe flesh of animals might with propriety be 
eaten in Lent; that the clergy should be permitted to marry; 
that auricular confession was unnecessary ; that confirma- 
tion was not a sacrament; that obedience to a corrupt and 
sensual pope was not required; that it was not right for one 
set of the clergy to be placed. above the rest; that the wor- 
8hip of images is absurd and idolatrous ; that the pretense 
that miracles had been performed was false ; that fornica- 
tion and public brothels should be condemned; that purga- 
tory is without proof; that dead people, called sainte, should 
not be prayed to; that extreme unction is not a sacrament; 
that masses, prayers, and indulgences are of no use to the 
dead, But for the moderate Freethought which he thus in- 
dulged in, himself and his followers were most cruelly per- 
secuted. They were compelled to seek refuge in the moun- 
tains of Dauphiny, where men as savage and merciless as 
bloodhounds persistently hunted them down. For decades 
and centuries this bitter persecution was kept up against 
them. They were hunted down like wild-bessts, and-thrown 
into dungeons, the Inquisition, and most wretched places of 
confinement. Large numbers of them were tortured in the 
most heartless manner, and unknown hundreds of them 
were put to death in the most cruel modes that Christian 
ingenuity could devise, After hundreds of years of such 
persecution the remnant that was left fled to the valley of 
Piedmont for security, but only for a limited time were they 
allowed to enjoy it. 'They were again sought out by the 
minions of the churcb. Their homes were taken from 
them, their property was seized by bishops and priests, and 
they were compelted to flee to the mountain fastnesses 
for their lives. But here also the bloodhounds of Rome 
followed them and hunted them down. Great numbers 
were caught, thrown from precipices and: dashed to pieces, 
The women and children crawled into caves and recesses of 
the rocke, but these Christian disciples would not let them 
thus escape. Piles of fagots were placed at the mouths of 
the caves and fired, the smoke and’ heat strangling them 
to death. Four hundred dead infants were vicked up, 
many of whom had died in their mothers’ arms, parent and 
child sharing the same fate, Over four thousand innocent, 
industrious people were thus put to death jn this one holy 
fray at the command of God's vicegerent at Rome, 

The persecutions carried on against the Albigenses, 
another peaceful people who dared to entertain certain 
opinions of their own, were prosecuted in the same cruel and 
inhuman manner. Because they presumed to do a little of 
their own thinking, and to adopt some views which the 
church did not approve, the pope of Rome, Innocent III, 
pronounced anathemas and issued his pronunciamentos. 
against them, aud he sent his angels of blood and dire per- 


They were slaughtered in great numbers and with incon- 
ceivable cruelty. Nothing was to be heard on some occa- 
sions but the groans of men who lay weltering in their own 
blood, the lamentations of mothers, who, after being vio- 
lated by their persecutors, had their children taken from 
their arms and dashed to pieces before their eyes, When 
this sort of Carnage was being carried out in the town of 
B-ziers a legate of the pope seemed to enjoy the bloody 
work With fiendish pleasure, for he frcquently cried out to 
the men who were red with the blood of the alain, ‘ Kill 
them ! kill them all! kill every man, woman, and child ! 
kill Roman Catholics as well as Albigenses, for when they 
ate dead the Lord knows how to pick out hia own!” Sixty 
thousand innocent persons were there murdered in coid 
blood. 

A bloody monster, called Simon de Montfort, was 
specially commissioned by the pope to exterminate these 
harmless peopie, and most savagely did he execute the 
abominable task placed in his hands, This de Montfort 


bloody murderers,,which he drew from the various Chris- 
tian nations of Europe, was termed the ** Holy Army.” He 
visited many towna and localities, spreading death and de- 


deen to be dashed out by hurling 


ider the: 
hope f infinit: TeWard in another world, Mating heretics 
with every drop of their béstiak blood, ‘savage beyond 
déscription, merciless beyond ‘conception, these infamous 
priests, in a kind of frenzied joy, leaped upon the hélpless 


boots, tore their quivering flesh with iron hooks and pin- 
and into the bleeding quick thrust needles; tore out their 


flayed them alive, crucified them with their head down-! 
ward, exposed them to wild beasts, burned them. at the 


robbed their children, and then prayed God to finish the 


The word Freethinker is a relativ term. It means one 
who dares.to think in opposition to what the church pre- 
scribes; one who. holds that his mind and his thoughts are 
his owp, and that he possesses the right to use them as 
It has been applied as a term of oppro- 


formula, as well as to those who denied the false creed alto- 
The terms Freethinker and heretic were often 
synonymous ; both dared to disbelieve and dispute the dic- 


secution to exterminate them from the face of the earth. 


was called the ‘‘avenger of the church,” and his ermy of 


struction wherever he went, . „He. eramate all conceivable 


ate people i in every 


rom precipices; 
many were ‘burnt: to desth, and great. nit bers of them were 
thrown into’ wells and heavy. stones thrown. upon them. The 
noses of many were cut off "their eyes gouged‘ out, their 
bones broken ii ‘many cases, and ‘their bodies mutilat- 
ed in the miost shocking - manner, Farmers and laborers 
were slaughtered i in the fields:where they were at work, and 
the women were killed in their own homes after the brains 

of their little ones.wére dashed out before their eyes or their 
bodies slashed with’ knives, This bloody- persecution was 
kept up by this incarnate fiend for over twenty years. 

"The Duke of Alva laid waste the Netherlands, and liter- 
ally deluged that land with blood. Fifty thousand people, 
it is estimated, were there cruelly murdered in the.name of 
réligion. 

But probably the massacre of St. Bartholomew. in August 
1572 was the most bloody and infamous of all-the persecu- 
tions.of a bloody church. . In Paris alone 60,000 Huguenots 
‘were massacred in three days’ time, and in all France not 
less than 100,000 were murdered in the name of Jesus and 
his religion. The Seine was literally filled with dead bodies, 
and the blood of men, women, and children absolutely 
flowed in streams. But that carnival of blood pleased Pope 
Gregory XIII. immensely Rome rang with rejoloings, 
The guns of the Castle of Angelo gave forth.a joyous salute, 
Bells sounded from every tower, and bonfires blazed in every 
street throughout all hours of the night. A te deum of 
thanks was chanted in the church of St. Louis, and the pope 
ordered a medal to be struck to commemorate the glorious 
Christian achievement. - 

The same persecuting spirit found its way in England and 
Scotland and Ireland, and was encouraged by first the Cath- 
olics and then by the Protestants as they chanced to be in 
power. In the short reign of ' bloody Mary," in England, 
continuing less than six years, she signed the death warrants 
of nearly three hundred people. Conspicuous among them 
were John Rogers, Bishop Hooper, Bishop Latimer, Arch- * 
bishop Cranmer, Bishop Ridley, and others, But fortu- 
nately death executed her own death warrant, and she went 
where she afflicted the people of the earth no more. 

In the reign of her sister, Queen Elizabeth, the tables were 
turned; the Protestants came into power and then the Cath- . 
olics were compelled to take their turn at suffering. She 
who was called “good Queen Bess” signed about the same 
number of death-warrants as did her bloodthirsty sister. 
The torture rack, the block, and the stake were brought into 
activ service, the most unjust and uncqual legislation was 
enacted against Catholics. The penalty was death fo make 
a new Catholic priest within the kingdom. It was death for 
a Catholic priest to come into the kingdom from abroad. It 
was death to harbor a Catholic priest coming from abroad. 
It was death to confess to such a-priest. It was death for a 
priest to say mass. It was death for anyone to hear mags. 
It was death to deny, or not to'awear if called on, that this 
woman was the head of the church of Christ, and 80 on to 
the end of the chapter. 

The persecutions in Ireland, alternately from each branch 
of the church, were most terrible. Thousands of families 
were slaughtered within their own houses. In thousands of 
cases the brains of innocent children were dashed out before 
the eyes of their parents and then the parents made to meet 
a horrible death. Thousands were burnt, thousands were 
thrown into rivers aud drowned, and great numbers were 
buried alive. Ripping open the bowels of women was a 
favorit source of amusemént to those bloody-handed Caris- 
tians. And most unjust and oppressiv laws were passed 
against adherents of the parent church. 

. It was much the same in Bcotland, though the number, 
of the slain in that country were not 80 great as in Ireland, 

It was the same in Germany; thousands were there put to 
death in the most cruel manner at the command of the 
church. It was the same in Spain and Portugal; here the ho!y 
loquisition did its.infernal work, Under the ministration 
alone of Inquisitor-General Torquemada it is estimated that 
97,371 were executed in the various horrible modes which 
those Christian persecutors knew so well how to employ; 
10,220 were burnt alive; 4,000 were killed in secret dun- 
geons; besides as many as 100,000 were most cruelly tortured 
but whose lives were not absolutely taken, but who were 
left in a condition worse than death. Some of the succeas- 
ors of this church butcher were nearly as bad. The auto 
da fé was an appendage of the Inquisition, and in the aggre- 
ene many thousands of innocent people were by it burnt 

ive. 

Under the namé of witchcraft inconceivable enormities 
were committed and kept up by the church for hundreds of 
years and in nearly all the countries of Europe. Thousands 
upon thousands of unfortunate people were subjected to the 
most inhuman cruelties and deaths because somebody had 
charged them with being witches or bewitched. The hor- 
rors thus perpetrated can never be fully known. 

The cage of the unfortunate physician Michael Servetus, 
who was cruelly burnt to death by a slow fire of green wood 
by John Calvin in Genos, October 27, 1553, is well remem- 
bered. His crime was indulging in a certain amount 
of free thought and free speech He said he did not believe 
Jesus was the eternal God, the creator of heaven and earth. 

Giordano Bruno was an eminent Freethinker, scientist , 
and philosopher—just such a wise and good man ag the 
church would not tolerate. For this, and this only, he waa 
condemned and burnt at the stake iu the year 1600, after 
languishing two years in the torture dungeona of Rome, 

Lucilio Vanini was another eminent philosopher and 
Freethinker who felt to the utmost the cruel power of the 
church, Because he dared to be true to his own convictions 
he was denounced by ''holy" Father Garnasse. He was 
brought to trial before the Inquisition, condemned to hav 
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his tongue cut out and he burnt alive. This terrible gen- ja radical character, was arrested by the same officious 


tence was carried into execution February 19, 1619, in the 
, Place Bt. Etienne, Toulouse, and while he was stilla young 
man. . : 

The great astronomer and philosopher, Galileo, came near 
meeting the samé cruel fate. His clear mind had readily 
embraced the truth brought to light by Copernicus—that 
the earth isa globe, turns daily on its axis, and annually 
maskes a circüit round the sun, whieh is the center of the 
solar system. ‘This is one of the grandest discoveries ever 
made, and Galileo’s accurate mind and scientific investiga- 
tions threw much additional light upon the subject, and he 
became thoroughly convinted that Copernicus was right. 
But the church geeing that the promulgation of that great 
truth must ultimately strike a death blow to the central 
superstition upon which it is established, undertook 
to crush it and its advocate by the cruelties and terrors 
of the Inquisition, Thus the inventor of the telescope was 
charged:with being a heretic, and was, in his old age, sum- 
moned before the Inquisition in 1633. By the most cruel 
Course of conduct the good old man, after months of cruel 
confinement, and at the threat. of torture and death, to save 
his life, wes.compelled to'abjure the truth that the earth 
moves round the sun. But as soon as he was released from 
his terror he reiterated the great truth that the earth moves. 

In enlightened England, many men in later years who 
dared to exercise freedom of thought, and to publish and 
sell Freethought books, hav been subjected to cruel imprie- 
onment. If the punishment of death was withheld, it was 
not because the spirit of persecution had left the church, or 
that her hatred toward heretics and Freethinkers had mate- 
rially lessened, but because of the increase in intelligence 
and education and the advance civilization had made; not 
that the spirit of the church had changed, but that her 

. power was grown less. Since heresy has somewhat ceased 
to bea crime punishable with death, blasphemy has been à 
favorit charge upon which to arraigu F'reethinkers. 

Rev. 8. Johnson was whipped from Newgate to Tyburn, 

Loadon, and pilloried, for blasphemy, December 1, 1683. 

Mr. Patmon was brought to trial for having a copy of 
Thomas Paine’s works in his possession, July 15, 1789. 

Thomas Paine was tried in London for writing the 

“ Rights of Man,” December 18, 1792. Mr. Phillips was 

sent to prison the next year for selling the same woik. 

Messrs. Holt, Payne & Waldron, Robinson Brothers, 

Pearl & Bilcher, were about the same time brovght to trial 

and conviction for selling some of Paine’s works, i 

. Richard Carlisle was convicted of blasphemy November 

16, 1819. Seven persons were convicted in the same year 

for selling the books he published—mostly Paine’s works. 

Carlisle in the same year was convicted and sent to prison 

for selling Paine's ‘‘Age of Reason,” Mrs. Jane Carlisle, 

while her husband was Serving out his sentence in prison, 
was tried for the same offense in 1821. Tiren Miss Carlisle, 
~ sister to Richard, was tried for the same offense. ' 

T. Davidson was convicted of blasphemy in 1850. 

-J, Watson was convicted for selling Palmer's ‘* Princi- 
ples? in 1823. 

Robert Taylor, a learned Freethinker, was convicted and 
imprisoned for blasphemy in 1827, He was sent to prison 
twice. A 
` Richard Carlisle was again sent to prison in 1831 for pub- 
lishing the Prompter, ; 

Charles Southwell was sent to prison for blasphemy in 
1842, : : 

George Jacob Holyoake was tried, convicted, and im- 
prisoned on a charge of blasphemy in 1849. W. Finley was 
gent to prison on the same charge in the following year. 

Matilda Roulfe was imprisoned for blasphemy in 1844. 

Edward Truelove, an old bookseller nearly seventy years 
of. age, war, as late as 1878, tried, convicted, and imprisoned 
for selling Robert Dale Owen’s ‘‘ Moral Physiology,” a use. 
ful and unobjectionable work. But as he is a Freethinker, 
and as it is rather late in the day for arrests and trials for 
blasphemy the charge of obscenity was urged against him. On 
a similar charge and in the same year the Hon. Oharles 
Bradlaugh and Mrs, Aunie Besant were tried and convicted 
for selling Dr. Charles Knowlton’s little work, entitled, 
“Bruits of Philosophy,” a medical and physiological essay. 
They were sentenced to fine and imprisonment, but fortu- 
nately through a defect in the indictment the sentence was set 
aside and the ignominy and suffering of prison experience 
was spared them. Mrs. Besant's little daughter, six years of 
age, was cruelly taken from her, by one of the first courts 
of London, because she is an atheist. 

In the free country to which I belong—the United States 
—we hav also something in the line of Christian persecu- 
tion. Abner Kneeland, the founder of the Boston Investi- 
gator; was convicted and imprisoned in the city of Boston 
in the year 1838 for simply taying “ he did not believe in the 
same kind of a God that the Universalists do.” 

- E. B. Foote, Sen., M.D., of New York city, was arrested 
by Anthony Comstock, the activ agent of the sectarian soci- 
ety, professedly for the Suppression of Vice, but really for 
perpetuating vice. The Doctor’s offense was sending in a 
sealed envelope by mail such physiological information as 
every physician is entitled to giv his patients. He was pros- 
ecuted under the false charge of obscenity, which both in 
Europe and America has become the pet charge upon which 
the church persecutes unbelievers. The Doctor was fined 
$3,500, the part of the sentence imposing imprisonment, at 
the urgent request of a large number of his personal friends, 
being withheld. 

John A. Lant was arrested and prosecuted by the same 
Comstock and the same Vice Society. He was sent to 
prison for eighteen months at hard Labor, besides to pay & 
fine. He was the publisher of a weekly radical paper. 
Tne offense falsely urged against him was also obscenéty. 

E. H. Heywood, Massachusetts, also editor of a radical 


paper and author and publisher of several small works of 


agent of the Vice Society, upon the same charge and with 
the same result, He was sentenced to prison at hard labor 
for two years and a fine of two hundred dollars. The 
President, however, pardoned him out at the expiration of 
seven months, being fully satisfied that the pamphlet upon 
which he was convicted was not obscene. . |: 

I hav myself also been a victim of the same meddlesome 
Christian agent, and hav been persecuted by Christian 
agents, It will, perhaps, be excusable in me if I giv the 
details of this case. l ` l 

I am the publisher of a weekly radical paper ‘called 
THE TRUTH ÑEEKER, and quite a list of radical books, 
pamphlets, tracts, etc.. I bav been sufficiently outspoken 
to stir up the ire of the clergy and leading Christians in our 
country, and they had long entertained the desire to silence 
me and destroy my business. The best way how to do it, 
was discussed in the meetings of the Young Mea's Christian 
Association. This same dishonorable meddler, Comstock, 
of the Vice Society undertook the contract of destroying 
me, He called at my place, looked over my tracts and 
pamphlets to see what .he could find upon which he could 
base his favorite charge of obscenity, . He selected two 
tracts—-an Open Letter to Jesus Christ,:of a polemic char- 
acter, and smali scientific tract on the propagation of marsu- 
pials. These he deemed sufficient. They were ordered by 
him in & false name and they. were sent to him by mail. In 
due time & warrant was taken out for my arrest and on 
Nov. 12, 1877, à United States marshall took me before a 
commissioner of the U. B. court. I was placed under 
$1,500 ball, which was given, otherwise I should hav been 
locked up in prison. A day was set for the examination, 
which was once or twice continued, The matter of the 
arrest being brought to the knowledge of the government 
at Washington, the case was ordered to be dismissed. f 


Comstock was offended that he was thus- foiled and hef 


was not long läying his plans for another arrest., Being a 
bookseller and having calls for Mr. Heywood's pamphlet, 
called ** Cupid's Yokes,” I kept it for sale—a semi-physi- 
ological. essay on thé relations of the sexes, much of the 
same character as the one upon which Mr. Bradlaugh and 
Mrs. Besant were arrested and convicted in London. I 
sold them as freely as any book, to all who called or sent 
for them. Comstock in another false name sent for one 
and duly received ıt, and in due time I was again arrested, 
an indictment was found against me by the grand jury of the 
U. 8. court. My trial was set for March 1879, but was put 
off for one Month, when it took place, before a Christian 
judge and jury and I was allowed to introduce no evidence 
to prove by authors, publishers, booksellers, writers, and 
literary men that the book was not obscene, my conviction 
was easy. My conviction was undoubtedly a foregone con- 
clusion, I was found guilty. The case was appealed to a 
higher court, but the three Christian judges, one of whom 
was Judge C. L. Benedict before whom I was tried, refused 
me a second hearing. I was accordingly sentenced to im 
prisonment in the Albany Penitentiary for thirteen months 
at hard labor, and to pay a fine of $300, although there is 
not an obscene word in the book I sold and though thou- 
sands were sold openly before I was arrested, and thou- 
sands of them hav been sold since. I was at once taken to 
8 city prison, and my friends made a great effort to secure 
my release. Petitions to tbe President were circulated in 
various parts of the country. These were signed by over 
200,000 people and nearly 10,000 private letters were written 
to the President asking him to release me. Probably there 
were never petitions with so many names ever sent in to any 
president or ruler asking for any man’s pardon, and never 
80 many letters written for.a similar purpose. But it all 
did no good. My Christian enemies were also equally 
activ. Counter petitions, asking that I be not released 
flowed in from every direction. Bishops, preachers, 
churches, Sunday-schools, etc., ete., interested themselvs 
against me, My enemies were more numerous and power- 
ful than my iriends; they demanded that I be kept in 
prison and the president listened to them and treated my 
friends with disregard. I was consequently, after waiting 
in the New York prison nearly eight weekd, transferred. 
to the penitentiary at Albany, where I was set at work at 
shoemaking. Cell life was very irksome, and I easily felt 
the great injustice that had been done me in taking me 
from home, wife, friends, and business. But after all 
though the prison in which I was confined is called the most 
severe in the United States my sufferings were slight com- 
pared with what hundreds of thousands before me hav 
been compelled to endure. : 

It has been said by some of my friends that I was sen- 
tenced to prison to silence my pen for a year at least, but 
that they failed in their object, for I wrote far more than I 
would hav done had I remained at liberty, and I trust 
it is not. alittle damaging to the cause of superstition. I 
wrote a series of letters while in Ludlow-street jai), which 
made a volume of six hundred pages. After being removed to 
the Albany prison I wrote two octavo volumes of nearly a 
thousand pages each, on the ''Gods and Religions of the 
World,” probably the largest work ever written in prison. 
Friends are speaking highly of it, Four months hav passed 
by since [ served out my sentence, Hundreds of copies of 
the work hav been sent over my own country, and all who 
hav read it speak of it in the kindest terms. 


Let it be hoped that though my enemies intended that my. 


days would be ended in prison, what I produced there will liv 
many years after I am dead ; that the cauee of Freethought 
and Rationalism will increase in all parts of the civilized 
world, and that the rule of priestcraft, intolerance, and 
religious oppression will be banished forever from the 
earth, í : 

— — à 
' How can we expect a harvest of thought who hav not had 
8 seed timo of character ? 


Sexual Intemperanee.—No. 7. 


** I believe every word you write on this subject,” says one 

correspondent. .''I believe every man who commits a rape 
upon a womar, be he her husband or any other person 
should be deprived of his power to do so in future by the 
surgeon’s knife,".writes another. ‘‘ All sexual intercourse 
is a sin,” says a third, ‘The sexual functions ought to be 
enjoyed and used as not abusing them, but people ought to 
be wise enough to govern the times of conceiving,” is the 
verdict of the fourth, And each is right as viewed from 
his standpoint, And the man who takes the advantage of - 
a woman's all-absorbing affection and love for him by ask- 
ing her to submit to what she knows and he knows saps the 
foundations of ‘life, vigor, strength, and joy, is but little 
better than than he who compels by brute force, And it is 
only by teaching real sexual physiology and temperance 
that this thing can be brought under subjection. Some few 
must sacrifice even harmless pleasures (if to them they are 
harmless) that others may be saved. Thousands might 
drink an occasional glass of pure wine, beer, or brandy 
with comparativly little injury to them, and a great amount 
of gustatory enjoyment, but if by sacrificing this pleasure, 
and joining a band of teetotalers one can influence hundreds 
of others, or even One real intemperate, to forsake his cups 
and become once more a man among men, is it not a grand 
and admirable self-sacrifice? Now if those noble women of 
“ The Alpha,” who are ridiculed and sneered at, who are 
called “interesting dames in their dotage,” “cold, spirit- 
less, dried-up- spinsters, looking through the spectacles of 
impotency or withered age" can create a new era of thought 
and action that shall save wives and mothers from sickness, 
disease, and death, and cruel impositions; and husbands, 
sons, and fathers from being brutes and sensualists, filled 
with disease and lust; they can well afford to be slandered, 
maligned, and held up as objects of ridicule; and right here 
let me say that those I know personally of those Alphaites, 
are as fresh, sweet, lovable, and attractiv as any class of 
women I hav ever beheld, and are to be matched in intelli- 
gence by few of their sisters in the outside world. No, no, 
my readers, it will not answer to stifle this great question 
under a cloud of bantering ridicule. It must come to the 
front, and be met by fair and equare arguments, Stand or 
fall on its own merits. Wo all know intemperance always 
grows out of temperate tippling, out of ‘‘enjoying” with 
the proviso of not;overstepping the bonds of ‘* moderation.” 
But read the record and ask yourselvs if there must not be 
bounds set and adhered to if safety is expected. And in 
this question of sexuality there is but one possible bound- 
ary, and that is, the legitimate and natural use of the func- 
tion—propagation of our kind! But while the few who see 
thig, and for their own sakes, and for the hope of endowing 
their children with pure minds and setting a good example 
to others, liv out the real law of nature in all its fullness, 
we do not expect this to be done by the. masses any more 
than we think it probable that the millions who daily over- 
eat will abstain for health's sake when the tempting viands 
are before them, and appetite craves, and the taste enjoys. 
But we believe in disseminating facts and giving all a 
chance to slowly improve, and some few to accep: in its 
entirety the system of sexual perfection. 

Perhaps the correspondent who says ‘‘ people ought to be 
wise enough to govern the times of conceiving,” has given 
us the one point that will work most present good under 
present circumstances. The great need of some check to 
ovei-population is what is now sgitating all philanthropists 
and thinkers who hav ever given the question any sober, 
earnest thought, Matthew Arnold, a good scholar and deep 
reasoner, a man of culture, of tenderness, and broad, wide 
charity and benevolent feeling, says : : 

“A man's children are not really sent any more than the 
pictures upon his wall, or the horses in his stable are sent ; 
and to bring people into the world when one cannot afford 
to keep them and oneself decently and not too precariously, 
or to bring more of them into the world than one can 
afford to keep thus, is by no means an accomplishment of 
the divine will or a fulfilment of nature’s simplest laws, but 
is just as Wrong, just as contrary to reason, as for a man to 
hav horses, or carriages, or pictures when he cannot afford 
them, or to hav more of them than he can afford ; and in 
the one case as in the: other, the larger scale on which the 
violation of reason's law is practiced, and the longer it is 
persisted iv, the greater must be the confusion and final 
trouble. . . . For every individual man, and for every 
society of men, the possession and multiplication of children, 
like the possession and multiplication of horses and pic- 
tures, is to be accounted good or bad, not in itself, but with 
reference to this object and the progress toward it, And as 
no man is to be excused in having horses or pictures, if his 
having them hinders his own or others’ progress toward 
perfection and makes them lead a servil and ignoble life, 
80 is no man to be excused for having children if his having 
them makes him or others lead this.” 

Pisin thoughts of this kind are surely the spontaneous 
products of our consciousness, when it is allowed to play 
freely and disinterestedly upon the actual facts of our social 
condition. As Mr. Arnold is largely read by both Christian 
and Infidel, we may be excused from quoting him at Jength, 
but it is to be regretted that he gave us no glimpse of his 


idea how we were to best avoid having children and best to 
regulate the size of our families. Still we hav hia verdict 
that it is wrong to bring any child into existence if its 
being hinders our own or others’ progress toward perfec- 
tion ; and as to the means of prevention, we must let scj- 
ence and the will of the people decide upon them. Liberty 
of speech and free press, free mails aud study, thought 
and ugitation, will giv us the desired boon in their own 
good time, 
“In all thy ways hast thou o'er done 


The best thy hand can do? 
If a0, I'm sure thy crown is won, 
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Letter from Europe.—No. 3. 


Lonpon, Aug. 18, 1880. 

My Dzar Frienps: I will tax your time to read 
something more of what I view in this great city. 
I find a great deal to be interested in, and only 
hope I may interest you a tithe as much in the de 
scription of it as I am in the seeing. But that is not 
to be expected. I write you in haste, almost taking 
the hours that should be devoted to sleep; for I am 
out every day till 9 r.m., or later, and return to my 
hotel as thoroughly wearied as one could desire to 
be. There must. also be a great difference between 
scone curiosities and reading dull descriptions of 
them. 

I think I said near the close of my last letter that 
I went out into the district of Islington to find Dr. 
Andrews. I will say here that the city is divided 
into districts something like the wards of our cities, 
and the names of these districts are constantly used 
to indicate the locality.. Thus our hotel is in Blooms- 
bury, the other districts being Finsbury, Southamp- 
ton, Stepney, Bethnal, Old Ford, Bormondsey, 
Camberwell, Newington, Lambeth, Walwor, Ken- 
sington, Paddington, Pimlico, St. John's Wood, etc. 
As the streets are mostly short and irregular, not 
running straight for any distance, and hardly ever 
at right angles, this division seems necessary. The 
original eity of London was small, comparatively, 
and the additions that were made retained the 
names by which they had been previously ealled. It 
is much more difficult to find one's way from one 
part to another than in New York or Philadelphia. 
The street corners are cnly occasionally: marked, as 
with our cities, and to increase the difficulties some 
streets change their name every few blocks, And 
what seems strange is that of the thousands of peo- 
ple you may ask where certain streets are none can 
inform you. They know well the location of the 
districts named, but are inan English fog as regards 
many of the minor streets. 

We started out on Sunday morning for the South 
Place Chapel to hear Moncure D. Conway. It was 
some three miles distant, and nobody could tell us 
where South Place was. We asked numerous per- 
sons to direct us, but they could not until we 
learned that it was in Finsbury, to which place any 
one could easily direct us. We hav now provided 
- ourselves with maps, and find our way more readily, 

While in Islington on Saturday, though I did not 
see Dr. Andrews, I succeeded in finding a good 
many other people. On my return I strolled 
through the market-places, and was much interested 
in observing the manners of the natives. Thousands 
"were out, it being Saturday nigbt, to buy their sup- 
plies for Sunday. The vegetables, meats, fruits, etc., 
are sold on the street, much as in our Vesey street 
near Washington Market. Every dealer had a stand 
or table whereon his goods, which he was trying his 
utmost to dispose of, were displayed to the best ad- 
vantage. Almost everything in the way of fruit and 
vegetables sells by the pound. Apples are two- 

, pence a pound ; . plums, twopence to fourpence, ac- 
cording to quality; tomatoes, a penny per pound; 
potatoes, three pounds for twopence; onions, a 
penny a pound; three eggs for twopence halfpenny; 
roasts of beef from sixpence to ninepence ; pork 
about the same; mutton some cheaper. The money, 
of course, seems odd to a stranger. A penny is two 
cents of our money; a shilling equals our quarter of 

a dollar, so twopence halfpenny 1s our five cente, 

Our coin is passed with much difficulty here. We 
have to supply ourselves with the coin of the realm, 
and then we can get rid of it just as fast as we 
please. They have here a lively appreciation of 
money, and once paying does not always suffice, If 
you go into a restaurant fora meal you pay the 
price, but the waiter who serves you invariably ex- 
veots his fee for attending to you; he has to be paid 
the same as the proprietor, aud he demands it with 
the same authority. The sums thus picked up by 
them oft-n amount to more than their wages. I 
was told of one waiter in a good restaurant who 
pays the proprietor two pounds, or ten dollars, per 
week for the chance of working there, his per- 
quisites being ample to justify his doing 80, Every- 


auctioneers. 
.apparel both new and second-hand. Women only 


ladies’ dresses here. They seem to use just as little 


body is expected to pay the waiter at e&ting-houses, 
hotels, boarding-houses, and almost everywhere ; 


even the conductors on the omnibuses: expect an |: 


extra fee for themselves. I inquired of a man the 
way to a certain place, and he followed me and 
asked me what I was going to give him for telling 
me. i 

The marketers ın Islington were very anxious to 
sell me their onions, tomatoes, cauliflowers, beans, 
and squashes, but I could not make it convenient to 
buy. CouldI have done so I would gladly have 
bought them all out and let them go home.. The 
vegetables looked fine. "The onions were unusually 
large and fair; the potatoes looked well; the cauli- 
flowers were magnificent ; the squashes were good ; 
the cucumbers were nearly a foot long, but. were 
crooked and ill-shaped. They are not the same 
variety cultivated with us. In fruits the English 
are immensely behind us. I have not seen an apple 
fit to eat; the pears.are indifferent, and not a peach 
nor a melon have I seen. When I think of the thou- 
sands of bushels of peaches now. pouring into New 
York every day, with the hundreds of wagon loads 
of melons of all kinds, I cannot help commiserating 
the Londoners for their deprivations. The fruit- 
stands here are miserable institutions, and compare 
very poorly with ours. Plums are tolerably abun- 
dant at fourpence a pound, but they are rather small 
and flat in favor. I was so reckless as to buy two 
apples, and I am sure they would make any Ameri- 
can pig squeal, they were so sour. The English 
beat the world in gooseberries, but they are not in 
season now, which I regret. I am told their winter 
apples are good in flavor, but their early fruit is cer- 
tainly most inferior. The better and larger portions 
they receive come from France, also a large share of 
the eggsand butter sold in this market are produced 
in France. The English eggs, however, are freshest 
and command better prices. In my Saturday night 
stroll I saw what I never saw before—two female 
They were selling articles of fémale 


were listening to them. However, being somewhat 


interested, I made one of the group for a short time; 


but as I did not see that I could make any use of 


skirts, polonaises, dresses, petticoats, ete., I did not 
bid nor accept any of the good offers made. 


-Let me just here say a word about the fashion of 


of the materialin making the skirt as possible— so. 


much so I would think it would impede their free- 


dom in walking. Our ladies have the “pullback” 
fashion, but the style here i8 not just like it, though 
perhaps the same result is reached, The skirts are 


very narrow, the body is closely fitted, and the un- 
derwear seems scant in quantity. The outline of 


the form is well displayed. The ladies walk in a 


very business-like way, with head, erect, like a steer 
in a cornfield, and they take rather long steps, 


amounting sometimes almost to a stride. ‘They un. 
doubtedly get on the faster for it, and are good 
walkers. 

The ladies here indulge in some habits that many 
American ladies would not be seen practicing. There 
are great numbers of drinking places, called public 
bars, which are in part attended by female bartend- 
ers, and ladies go in and take their brown stout, ale, 
gin, or Scotch whisky side by side with men, the 
same a8 they would make their purchases in a gro- 
cery or dry-goods store. It seems to be regarded 
here just as proper for a woman to go into a drink- 
ing place as a man. All the restaurants have liquors 
of all kinds, and ladies patronize them the same as 
gentlemen. It is also extremely common here in 
hotels, boarding-houses, and families to have from 
one to half a dozen kinds of liquors on the table at 
dinner, and for ladies as well as men to make use of 
them. Our hotel, however, is a temperance house 
of the strictest kind, and I have not seen a spoon- 
ful of wine or spirits here. It is very common to 
see respectable women going into the drinking- 
places, either with vessels er to take a “ sniff,” the 
same as men. This almost shocked me at first, but 
they certainly have the same right to drink that 
men have, and it, perhaps, is not improper that they 
should be equally open about it. I think far more 
liquor is drank here than with us. People have 
it in their families and take it with them when they 
travel, and even on short trips. I have seen a 
mother giving her child a taste of the bottle while 
waiting in the depot for the arrival of a train. This 
does not seem right, but still I see very little 
drunkenness here. All seem to use the article, 
though often in moderation. The drinking-houses 
are fitted up neatly, and are very orderly conducted. 
The bar occupies more than half of the room, and 
the places for customers are divided into three or 
four compartments surrounding the bar, so that a 
company occupying one compartment. are not seen 
by those in another compartment. Boisterous talk 
aud uproars in these places are not common here. If 
a man becomes disorderly he is taken in charge at 
once by the police. Law and order are in the as- 
cendant, and the city is remarkably quiet for só 
large a place. 
is drank, too much money is expended in that way. 
Long steps will have to be taken before total absti- 


But too much intoxicating liquor 


nence is the rule here. It will not be seen till 
another age. , 
It was a disappointment on Sunday morning not 
to be able to hear Mr. Conway. I listened to him in 
Cincinnati over twenty years ago, and I wished to 
hear him in London. I learn that he is on a tour to 
America. Instead of hearing a sermon we saw some ` 
of the sights of the town, among which was the 
city monument, build in the district which most 
suffered by the great fire over two hundred years 
ago. We also saw the exterior of the Royal Ex- 
change, the Bank of England, and other banking 
institutions. Some of them are fine specimens of 
architecture. - 
A word as to the buildings of London. . Many of 
the public edifices are very fine, but as a rule they 
seem low and of but few stories, As valuable as 
ground is here, it would seem the builders would 
be well justified: in earrying the buildings higher. 
Three stories is the average height ; some are four, 
and a few more. In capacious, fine-looking stores, 
our American cities are far ahead of London. The 
show-windows are gotten up in good style, but the 
rest of the storesis not strikingly attractive or large. 
There is nothing in London in the way of business 
houses that begins to compare with Broadway or 
with the better parts of Philadelphia, Chicago, and 
other American cities. The dwelling-houses here 
are decidedly inferior in appearance. -They are 
usually three stories high, of brick, and built in the 


plainest possible style. One may ride for miles in 
many quarters of the city and not see a house with 
stone window-copings, caps, or a cornice of any 


kind. There is not one dwelling in a thousand that 


has anything else than a plain, square window, 


without the slightest ornamentation. 


The color of the buildings is also peculiar. They 


seem brushed over with such a stain as half a 
pound of lampblack in a gallon of linseed oil would 
make; this gives the building a dark lead color, 
monotonous and uniform. But few buildings are 
painted with two or three coats ; no red paints, but 
few yellow, and no brown stone fronts, as with us. 
I presume the lead color stain or wash I speak of is 
best adapted to this city, for from the humidity of 
the atmosphere, smoke, etc., the stone public build- 
ings become of the same dark, dull color, bordering 
on black. 
taste, and richness the dwellings in the better parts 
of New York, ade DRI, and other, American 
cities far excel those o 

residences in the West End, but. the proportion is 
small when compared with the total number. of-- 
buildings. 


In cheerfulness, brightness, highth, 


London. There are fine 


The streets and sidewalks are excellent. The - 


streets especially are smoother than ours, some hav- 
ing the Ross pavement, some the wooden blocks, 
and some a kind of concrete. 
the most used, and make a very smooth street. The ` 
carriages run much more quietly than ours. New 
York is a much noisier city than London. 


The stone: blocks are 


There are no street railroads in London proper. 


In the outer districts there are a few, which are called 
tram-ways. 
many ride there as below. Omnibuses are very 


The ears have seats on the top, and as 


numerous, and lines run to all parts of the city. 


They also have a deck, and more ride on the top 
than inside. 
the means of getting up and down. 


Iron ladders in front and rear afford 
Ladies often 
ride on deck. The chance for sight-seéing is there 
far better than inside. “There are also thousands 
of cabs and hansoms. I have seen their numbers as: 
high as 12,000. Hansoms are two-wheeled carriages 
with a top. The driver's seat is behind and well ele- 
vated, 80 that his body is above the top. They carry 
two persons. They are on springs and ride easily. 
A large proportion of the travel in the city is by the 
Metropolitan Railway—the underground railroad. 
This makes à circuit on the north side of the 
Thames, of some twelve or fifteen miles or more, 
under the most populous parts of the city, and is 
decidedly a great institution. Trains of eight of 
ten cars pass every two or three minutes, and an 
immense amount of passenger and freight business 
is done on them. Depots are all along at regular 
distances, and are well-lighted by sunlight when it 
can be let in, and by gas if the sun cannot be made 
available. The ascent and descent to the depots 
are by stairways of commodious dimensions. The 
road is double track, of course, and the trains are 
constantly going in both directions. The cost of 
construction was enormous, being £1,000,000, or 
$5,000,000 per mile, but it is a great success. Lon- 
don could hardly get along without it, Our ele- 
vated roads in New York, are, however, much more 
cheerful. Riding in the earth is a gloomy mode of 
conveyance. The fares. are not unreasonable. 
Third-class is about two or three cents a mile. 

In addition to the underground railway are many 
miles of railway above ground, and generally 
occupying a circuit outside tbe first mentioned, 
though crossing the Thames on bridges at different 
places. The entire railway travel of London is 
indeed immense. 

There are so many things of great interest to be 
seen that one hardly knows where to begin to look, 
and I scarcely know where to. begin to write bout 
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them. Let me say that the city of London is about 
twelve miles across from east to west and from 
north to south, and is still growing. It has fully 
4,000,000 of people. We think New Yorkis » pretty 
good sized city, but it would require nearly four 
such cities to make one the size of London. 
The Thames, running irregularly from the west to 
east, divides it into two halves, but not equal in size. 
The northern side is the largest, and contains the 
most objects of interest. The river is spanned by 
six or eight bridges at a distance of half a mile or 
so from each other, resting on five to nine heavy 
pieces each, some of them being of very solid and 
rich stone work, and some round columns, look- 
ing like iron, probably eight feet in diameter. Lon- 

. don bridge is the lowest down the river, and is the 
heaviest and strongest of all of them. It has five 
piers in the river, the spans being about 200 feet 
each. On the'old London bridge were many large 
houses, but when the new bridge was constructed 

. these were omitted. It is of gray granite, and is one 
of the firmest and grandest bridges in the world, 
though not nearly as long as many bridges. "The; 
Thames is a noble river, and is of immense value to 
London, both from a business and pleasure point of, 
view. Ona New Yorker’s approaching it, his first 
impression will be that it is vastly inferior to the 
Hudson, between New York and Jersey City, and 
the East river between the Battery and Harlem. I 
judge it would.require about twenty of such rivers 
as the Thames to make a river equal to the Hudson 
at New York. But the Thames is sufficient to bear 
to the great city of London the largest amount of 
shipping received by any one city in the world. None 
of the masted. vessels or large steamers ascend above 
London bridge, but for over five miles below there 
are constantly an immense number of ships, barks, 
schooners, and steamers loading and unloading for 
and from all parts of the world. 'The heavy ships 
can only come 1n with the tide, which is very great 
at London, being twelve to fifteen feet, which I 
think is much more than with us. Why there should 
be such a difference I am not prepared to say. I 
think London is some fifty or sixty miles above the 
mouth of the Thames. 

Not far from the river, among many distinguished 
buildings, St. Paul's Cathedral is prominent. It is 
the largest cathedral of the Protestant church. The 
interior is more plain than many Catholic cathedrals, 
but the decorations are extensive and consist of 
a remarkable amount of statuary and memorial tab- 
lets, Of these .may be mentioned those of Howard 
the philanthropist, Turner the painter, Sir John 
Moore, Sır Christopher Wren, Benjamin West, and 
Sir Joshua Reynolds. In thecrypt are the remains 
of the Duke of Wellington, and the pharaphernalia 
of his funeral, including the funeral-car made of 
captured cannon, and weighing many tons. 

"The tower of the cathedral is said to be three 
hundred and fifty feet in highth, and the body of 
the building is about four hundred feet in length. 
Mr. Rawson attended service there in the afternoon 
while I was seeing the beauties of nature at Kew 
Gardena, which interested me far more than anything 
Canon Lyddon, who presides at the cathedral, could 
possibly say. Mr. Rawson represented the speaking 
as being dull. ACE: 

The approaches to the cathedral are noted. The 
thoroughfare immediately around it is known as St. 
Pauls churchyard. It was a burying-ground, but 
long after being filled with bodies the monuments 
and tombstones were removed and the earth leveled 
for practical use. Many of the bodies were doubt- 
less removed. The longer side, a carriage way, is 
the Bow, the shorter, a foot passage, is the Siring. 
Between the churchyard and Newgate street is 
Paternoster Row, greatly distinguished for. hun- 
dreds of years as the headquarters for publishers 
and the beok trade. Here are the offices of Thomas 
Nelson & Son, and Blackwood’s Magazine, and in 
this vicinity most of Shakspere’s plays were origin- 
ally published. Many of the old publishing houses 
have now removed from this very narrow street, and 
the place is not so noted for publishers as it once 
was. It is so narrow that horses and drays are seldom 
seen there, the larger portion of the goods being 
moved by hand-carts. In close vicinity to St. 
Paul’s is the quiet little nook called the “Amen 
Corner,” and not. far away are: the Oid Bailey and 
Newgate, places for holding criminal courts immor- 
talized by the pen of Charles Dickens. Many 
thousands of poor. wretches have been convicted 
aud sentenced there. Going up Cheapside, one of 
the noted retail streets of London, is the great 
building known as the General Post-office; but 

reat as it isit does not equal ours in New York. 
Bill further on towards the west is Fleet street, 
where are also a great number of publishers, and 
among them Charles Watts & Co., Freethought 
publishers, including the Secular Review, founded 
by George Jacob Holyoake, Fleet street, runs into 
the Strand, also noted for its publishing houses. 
Running from it is a narrow passage called John- 

. gon's Court, where Samuel Johnson once lived and 
did much of his literary werk. Continuing up 
Cheapside, the Royal Exchange is reached, and this 
is decidedly the business or menetary center ofl 


merous beds by plants of different colors. 


pentine beds, ete. 
aniums in the center, a treble row of flowers of 
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London. A great amount of travel, both by foot 


‘and in busses and carriages, passes constantly 


through this quarter. ~ 

The Bank of England covers eight. acres of 
ground, and the other banking buildings in the 
vicinity must occupy as much more. The Bank 
of England is a fortress within itself, it having no 
windows. It is guarded constantly by national sol- 
diers in red coats. At night. forty or fifty are 
stationed there, many of them being on the roof. 
In case of an insurrection the Bank of England 
would naturally be one of the first places attacked. 
As there are many wagon loads of gold coin in its 
cellars and vaults it is guarded with the greatest 
care. The capital of the bank is $70,000,000, and 
it employs nearly a thousand clerks. In.the vaults 
are piles of gold like iron in a large iron store. 
The gold is conveyed in kegs and sacks, and is 
loaded into wagons or drays by means of machinery. 
In one of the many rooms is a wonderful littie 
machine which weighs 35,000 gold pieces per day 
and picks out every one which is deficient in weight. 

In the Royal Exchange are some of the oldest 
insurance companies in the world, and among them 
“Lloyds,” the great ship insurers, whose “ List ” is 
authority every where in shipping circles. Near the 
Exchange is a fine statue of George Peabody, the 
distinguished American merchant and millionaire. 
On the opposite of the open space is the Mansion 
House, the official residence of the Lord: Mayor of 
London. At his princely entertainments the high- 
est nobles of the land are wont to gather. 

But I must pass over many noticeable features in 
this locality and return to my Sunday excursion up 
the Thames. Mr. Rawson, not feeling very well, 
and being somewhat familiar with the river scenes, 
returned to our boarding-house while I took a 
Thames river steamer at London Bridge up the 
river. for Chelsea, a distance of four or five miles. 
These steamers are open and well supplied with 
seats, giving the passengers the best of opportuni- 
ties of viewing all the objects of interest lining the 
banks of the river on either side. It is perhaps 


hardly proper to say banks of the river ; walls would ; 


doubtless be more correct. The walls are massive, 
twenty feet in hight, and of hewn stone. On the 
north side this wall continues for a long distance, 
and is called the Embankment. It is a great place 


of resort. Many trees are growing there, and it is 


much like a long, narrow park. Thousands go there 


to Watch other thousands constantly passing up and 
down the river, and among them boat club men in 
ere they are practicing 


their swift rowboats. 
and racing much of the time, especially on Sundays. 
Some great boat-races have taken place on the 
Thames. I saw many of these fancy rowboats, fully 
manned and indulging in their favorite sport. 

The steamers pass under all the bridges, the pipes 
being low enough to allow it. They have landings 
at short distances, and people are coming on and 
getting off all the while. In ordinary cities which 
stand upon rivers the immediate vicinity of the 
river is the most undesirable part, but it is not so 
in London. The House of Parliament stands close 
to the river, as also does Westminster Abbey. The 
House of Parliament is many hundred feet in 
length, with.wings at each end; it is of a peculiar 
kind of architecture, and abounds in external orna- 
mentation and decorations carved in stone. It has 
a very ginger-bread appearance, but is very pretty. 
The main part, fronting on the river, has five min- 
aretted towers, but the tallest towers are on the 
wings; they are square, massive, and ornamental. 


"The taller one has a town clock and a chime of 


bells. . There is much about this noted structure to 


admire. 


We passed the obelisk, called Cleopatra’s needle, 


brought from Egypt, which stands close by the side 


of the river. It isa square monolith, I should think 
somewhere about one hundred feet in highth and 
covered with Egyptian hieroglyphic inscriptions. 
Its great antiquity and the distance from which it 
was brought invests it with great interest. Upon 
arriving at Chelsea I found a steamer about to leave 
for Kew, where the noted botanical and floral gar- 
dens are located. This was a ride of nine miles 
more, taking us without the city. I can never de- 
scribe with appropriate accuracy the beauties and 
wonders of the Kew Gardens. I judge that they 
comprise, including the grounds occupied by orna- 
mental and deciduous trees, flowering beds, orna- 
mental grounds, shrubbery, greenhouses, museums, 
etc., not less than two or three hundred acres. It is 
beautifully laid off in straight and serpentine walks, 
lovely beds of variegated flowers, plots of curious 
plants, far too numerous to mention, even had I it 
in my power to do so. The science of landscape 
gardening is there carried to its highest perfection. 
We New Yorkers think our Central Park possesses 
very attractive features, but it does not compare in 
exquisiteness and beauty with the Kew Gardena. 
The most lovely contrasts are produced in the nu- 
Many of 
them are on mounds, oblongs, parallelograms, sey- 
A mass of scarlet flowering ger- 


another color, then perhaps a row of the deep orim- 


son colored plant, Iresine, with a row again of the 
most curious, light-green, thick-leafed, and very 
.elean-looking Eschevaria. e contrasts are beau- 
tiful and all the plants most interesting. Again, 
were large beds of Dahlias in all their magnificent 
varietie&, and numerous other beautiful flowers and 
plants whose names I cannot give, embracing all 
colors, styles, and varieties, and all most tastefully 
arranged. 

ln the department of medicinal plants I found 
much to interest me. The assortment is most ex- 
tensive, embracing, I judge, nearly all the herbs and 
plants used in medicine. I found many varieties 
which I knew, but more that were new to me. The 
artificial fountains or ponds where plants that grow. 
in water can have their natural element were very 
interesting. Some of the pots coutaining such 
plants stood on ledges, allowing but part of their 
earth to be in water, while others were completely : 
submerged in water, just according to the propor- 
tion of water they require. 
|. The plants and flowers so far named are those 
which flourish in the open air; besides these are 
many large greenhouses, extensive and beautiful, 
where are found, in the highest degree of perfection 
all the rare and beautiful exotics imaginable. I 
would like to give something like a correct descrip- 
tion of these several greenhouses, but I am not able 
to do so. I have visited the greenhouses connected 
with the extensive nurseries in Rochester, N. Y., 
and which are esteemed marvels of curiosity, but 
‘they pale into insignificance compared with those 
of the Kew Gardens. While passing through these 
magnificent structures of glass I could hardly help 
thinking how far the whole place transcended in 
loveliness any description I ever read of Paradise or 
‘the Christian heaven. I was completely charmed 
during the pleasant hours spent on that most inter- 
esting occasion. Let metry to giv a matter-of-fact 
i description of some of the conservatories through 
which I passéd. 

The first is the Grecian Conservatory, or Archid- 
ious House, so called because it is mainly occupied 
with this family of plants, many of which are re- 
markable for their esculent properties, though some- 
times combined with a powerful poison. The 


| chocolate or cocoanut. tree is found here in various 


| 


stages and varieties, also the arrow root. 

The Temple of the Sun is the name of one of the 
beautiful conservatories. It was designed by Sir 
William Chambers; it is of the corinthian order, 
having eight fluted columns, the frieze and other 
portions being richly decorated with lyres, laurel 
sprigs, and wreaths of flowers. 

The Tropical Ferney is particularly interesting. 
It. contains a varied and interesting collection of 
tropical and tree ferns, and nothing oan exceed the 
varied beauty and elegance of their leaves or fronds. 
Among them are several species of the beautiful 
Adiantum, or Maiden-hair Fern; also the bird’s 
nest fern of New Holland, in which the cockatoos 
lay their eggs. Conspicuous on entering may be 
observed the Great Stag’s Horn fern (Platycerium 
grande), a native of Australia, where it grows on 
the trunks of trees. All the ferns in this house were 
very luxuriant, and many of them more than twenty, 
feet in hight. It has to be kept very warm, and 
the doors are kept carefully closed, even on a warm 
day. The heat in there was almost oppressive, and 
is kept up by artificial means. 

- The next house is for ferns of more temperate 
climates. It contains a choice collection that do 
not require such a high state of heat. 

Conservatory No. 4 is remarkable for the exquisite 
beauty and variety of foliage, and the gorgeous 
splendor, artistic combinations, and skilful contrast 
of colors of the various and costly plants which here 
blossom, garlandiug, festooning, and adorning the 
crystal walls, roof, and center of this most beautiful 
and unique “Temple of Flora.” I saw many mag- 
nificent fuchsias more than twenty-five feet in hight 
and in full flower. A more beautiful sight can 
hardly be imagined. 

The Succulent House is a very large structure of 
glass in iron frames, erected in 1856, and is largely 
occupied with a great variety of aloe, agave, and 
cactus class of plants, which form three magnitudes, 
and the imposing appearance of their pyramids of 
flowers arrest the eye, and form a singular and 
characteristic feature of the tropical regions in 
which they are found. The cactus tribe is perhaps 
one of the most singular of all vegetable forma. It 
is almost exclusively American, and presents a most 
striking contrast to the vegetation of the tropics, 
and includes plants of the most different, forms and 
magnitude, from gigantic masses of vegetable mat- 
ter weighing more than 2 ton to species so small as 
to get between the toes of a dog. Some are veg- 
etable fountains, others yield wood that is incor- : 
ruptible. The plants of this large class are leaf- 
less, and the stem which is developed in the most. 
varied and eccentric shapes, apparently to supply ` 
the place of foliage, presents a charaotex little im 
accordance with the usual idea of plants. I notieed 
some of the slimmer varieties, ten to fifteen feet in 
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dreams were reliable.” ‘If the Bible is the word of 
God, that is authority, is it not? It is extremely 
unfair for you thus so often to assume as proved 
and use fs argument the points we are discussing. 

Your next remark has equal weight with the one 
preceding the last. No one takes Joseph's dreams 
“ag evidence in a matter of such immense conse- 
quence as the salvation of the world” except Infi- 
dels who wish to “forge a fault.” : 

To the next paragraph I will not reply. The un- 
fairness of smuggling it in here when it is mapped 
out for discussion in future theses must be mani- 
fest, and I can only excuse you on the supposition 
that a hurried departure and preparations for your 
voyage made you overlook the impropriety. "The 
next one, too, falls under the same condemnation, 
but in one sentence you have shown such marvelous 
| wisdom that I cannot pass it unnoticed. You say 
* when mention is made by the early Christian 
writers of a legend, called a gospel which was by 
Matthew, it was one written in Hebrew, while there 
is no proof that the one in the New Testament 
named after Matthew was ever known in Hebrew." 
Now, this is mere bastard learning, and I deny the 
assertion: I could state the truth of the case, but 
prefer to wait until the proper time. I hope you 
will be content to let my denial balance your afirm- 
ative and wait further remarks on this until then. 
Further evidence of your knowledge of the text of 
Matthew is shown in the following assertion : “It 
was in Greek, and could not have been written by 
Matthew, who was a Hebrew." Any Hebrew and 
Greek scholar would have assured you that our gos- 
pel of Matthew must have been written by a Hebrew 
on account of its numerous Hebraisms. And now, 
before I take up your strictures: on Luke, let me lay 
before your readers the verses from Matthew which 
you have so exhaustively analyzed. Their simplic- 
ity and artless style must, it seems to me, attest the 
sincere belief of the person who wrote them to 
every candid reader, whether he believes them or 
not. 

“The birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: 
When his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, 
before they came together, she was found with child : 
of the Holy Ghost. 'Then Joseph, her husband, be- 
ing a just man, and not willing to make her a public 
example, was minded to put her away privily. But 
while he thought on these things, behold the angel 
of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, 
Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto 
thee Mary thy wife, for that which is conceived in 
her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring - 
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus ; for 
he shall save his people from their sins. 

Now all this was done that it might be fulfilled . 
which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, say- 
ing: 


Smith, for instance, marvelous tales of their inspira- 
tion and the revelations given them. They wrote, 
and millions of millions coming after them found 
the books they wrote to be divine, and so preserved 
them. And this is really the argument. If they 
had claimed to have been inspired, their claim of 
itself would be no proof. It could not be of any 
more value th4n the rest of their writings. If what 
they wrote is truth, those who are of the truth will 
recognize and receive it, and God will surely certify 
his own word. The would-be-witty assertion that 
* the incongruities and imprebabilities of the story 
are quite as great as little Jack,” the giant killer, 
is filched from Thomas Paine, but neither you nor he 
can support it.’ 

Your third paragraph reads: “ Matthew tells us 
how when Mary was espoused to Joseph and before 
they came together, she was found with child of the 
Holy Ghost, whereupon Joseph thought to put her 
away, and probably would have done so had he not 
dreamed the matter out,” which, not to be too cap- 
tious, I will admit as a summary of several verses of 
Matthew. You then go on: “ There are several fea- 
tures of the story very far from being clear and in- 
telligible, and some of them may be mentioned. We 
are not told who found Mary to be with child.” 
What value would it be if we were? ‘ We are not 
told how it was found to be of the Holy Ghost.” 
What have we to do with this anyway ? i Joseph 
did not believe the angel that might have been a 
question for him to have put, as it was of some con- 
cern to him, but to us not the slightest. For if God 
assures us that the fact was, I, for one, am net solic- 
itous to pry further than is revealed; nor is it of the 
slightest moment how the angel knew. You follow 
on with a series of questions in a spirit of disgusting 
levity—which I may be excused from quoting—and 
conclude as follows: “The fact that somebody said 
two, three, or four generations after the event 
occurred that Joseph had a dream that satisfied him 
that the matter was all right is not wholly satisfac- 
tory to incredulous people like the Infidels of the 
present day [It would not be to me either, unless 
that “somebody” were God]. . . . There is not 
the slightest proof that.a word of it is true, nor 
could the person who wrote it possibly know 
whether it was true." What you are asked to be- 
lieve as to the dream is that Joseph in a vision saw 
an angel come to him and tell him certain things 
which he believed and which controlled his actions. 
As to whether the scriptural statement is true or not 
I may defer taking that up now. You have not 
shown that it is not, and your assertion that “the 
person who wrote it could not possibly know 
whether it was true,” is a mere gratuitous assump. 
tion, and really it does not concern me whether he 
knew so much as whether I know. 

Your illustration of the old man and a young wife 
Iam willing to let go for what it is worth. Some 
of your conclusions though, while totally irrelevant, 
are correctly drawn, which is a pleasant thing to 
experience once in a while in reviewing them. I 
admit that “the laws of nature have not changed a 
particle in that time, eighteen hundred and eighty 
years. If it is impossible to-day for a female to be 
impregnated by a ghost, or without coming in con- 
tact with a person of the male sex, it was equally as 
impossible eighteen hundred and eighty years ago. 
If it could be done then it can now." I presume 
the word “ ghost ” is a flippant allusion to the Holy 
Ghogt (as he is often named in our authorized ver- 
sion, which, in this instance, is not a happy transla- 
tion of the Greek, I prefer Holy Spirit), by whose 
power the Virgin Mary conceived. The force of 
your objection would be, then, that if God cannot 
now cause a female to conceive without commerce 
with man, he could not do it eighteen centuries ago. 
I admit it, as I said. God is certainly no more lim- 
ited in his power to-day than he was at the com- 
mencement of our era. But what is the weight of 
the objection ? 

Your next remark, taking it literally, is peculiar. 
“I insist,” you write, “that we have no grounds, 
no right, to believe that something occurred 
eighteen hundred years ago which cannot take 
place to-day." The assassination of Julius Cæsar is 
popularly supposed to have occurred about that 
space of time ago—but no, * we have no grounds, 
no right, to believe it,” because “it cannot take 
place to-day.” Past histories have taught that 
Titus sacked Jerusalem eighteen hundred years ago, 
but the future historian, in the light of your brill- 
iant discovery, will erase this tradition from his 
scientifically truthful page, “for,” he will argue, “I 
insist that we have no grounds, no right, to believe 
even as they delivered them unto us, which from the|it, because it cannot take place to-day.” Oh, fie, 
beginning were eye-witnesses and ministers of the| Mr. Bennett! After insisting on this, you say, 
word, it seems good to me also, having had perfect| “but even if it did occur then, we have no proof of 
understanding of all things from the very first, to|it whatever;” to which I demur; if the Bible is of 
orite,” : divine origin, its statement is infallible proof. But 

You continue, “Neither of these worthies make | “if Joseph dreamed it took place, that would by no 
the slightest pretension to having had a revelation| means prove it.” Of course it would not. Has 
in the matter, or that they wrote by inspiration,” | anybody been trying to persuade you it would? I 
and you are more happy in your remark this time | have never yet heard of even a Christian who was 
than heretofore. But is not this silence remarkable?|fool enough to believe that. The conclusion you 
If they had been enthusiasts they would certainly | conduct your reader to, though, is really your side 
have blazoned forth, like Mohammed and Joseph!of this discussion—'' we have no authority that his 


Discussion. 


What Objections to Christianity ? 


ME. MAIR'S FIFTH LETTER.—CONTINUED. 


I have not yet been able to take up your last let- 
ter. I will follow it paragraph by paragraph, 
although a great portion is entirely out of place and 
belongs to future propositions. You say, “ We have 
the narratives, or what purport to be the narratives; 
of four persons who gave to the world all the facts, 
or what purport to be facts, relative to the reputed 
founder of Christianity. What then do we see?” 
We see in the first place that this is a false state- 
ment. Besidesthe gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John, we have also the independent testimony 
of Paul, and also as to the translation, crucifixion, 
and resurrection of Christ, the separate testimony 
of Peter. If you are thus careless in your deductions 
from things which you can see with your own eyes, 
we need not be surprised at greater blunders in 
things that are “spiritually discerned,” and I might 
remark thatthe Christian has infallible testimony, 
above the testimony of men, in the witness of the 
Spirit of God with his spirit of the certainty “of 
those things which are most surely believed among 
us.” You are right in believing that the conception 
of Christ (if true) *was the most remarkable event 
that ever took place in the world," but that the 
process of his conception needed to. be described 
* carefully,” “minutely,” and “ with the most exact 
particularity,” I deny. It would not benefit you to 
know any thing more about it than what is revealed 
in the Bible, which was not at all written to satisfy 
human curiosity. You cannot reason out your own 
conception “minutely” and “with the most exact 
particularity,”. yet I presume that does not make 
you doubt your birth or existence, or make any 
change whatever in your calculations or actions. 

You go on to say as to the miraculous conception 
of Christ, “Two of the narrators say not a word 
about it, and pay no more attention to it than if there 
was not a word of truth in it, or that it was not of 
the slightest consequence, whereas the other two 
allude to it in the most unsatisfactory manner and 
disagree widely with each other." I shall have to 
say that your charge of a wide disagreement between 
Matthew and Luke is false also unless you bring proof. 
Perhaps, though, your proof is this, “ Matthew rests 
his version of the affair upon a dream which he 
asserts Joseph had, while Luke bases it upon a vison 
which he states Mary had.” Well this is not true 
either. Matthew does not “ rest ” nor Luke “ base ” 
his version as alleged. The fact would have been 
just as true if neither Joseph nor Mary had had their 
dream and vision. The Evangelists state the fact 
of Christ being conceived by the virgin Mary with- 
out connection, by the power of the Holy Ghost, 
and Matthew relates in addition as explaining, not 
the conception of Christ but the conduct of Joseph, 
the dream which influenced him, and Luke relates 
the appearing of an angel to Mary announcing that 
- she was to conceive by the power of the Spirit of 
God and that “the holy thing. which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of God,” which 
appearance was not a vision. As to the “ unreliable 
character” of his dream, that was for Joseph to 
determine, not you or me, and I certainly do not 
found my theory, system, or belief of the conception 
of Christ either upon Joseph’s dream or Mary’s 
“vision” as you call it. The several paragraphs 
seem to be an attempt to display searching criticism 
and profound analysis while in reality they are 
merely shallow sophistry. “Joseph” you say 
* does not tell us that he dreamed a dream, nor does 
Mary tell us that she had a vision.” Well suppose 
they had, do yov think it would have been any more 
proof? Then why use the quibble? You ask 
** what authority has Matthew for saying that sixty 
years or a hundred and sixty years before, Joseph 
hada dream? And what authority had Luke for 
saying that Mary a part of a century, or more than 
a century before had a vision, and that an angel 
spoke to her and told her what the Holy Ghost or 
the Highest was going to do to her?” If they 
had told you their authority would it have made 
. their narrative any more credible to you? It would 
not have to me. If the gospels are not their words, 
but God's I do not need any further authority if 
they are not God's words human authority is value- 
less. But, then, Luke really answers your question 
as to himself, * F'orasmuch as many have taken in 
hand to set forth in order a declaration of those 
things which are most surely believed among us 


Behold, the virgin shall be with child, 

And shall bring forth a son, 

And they shall call his name Immanuel, 
which, being interpreted, is God with us. 

‘Then Joseph being raised from sleep, did as the 
angel of the Lord had bidden him” (Matt. i, 18-24). 
You open your criticism on the third gospel by 

saying: * You get no more proof from Luke than 
you do from Matthew. He only relates the account 
of the visions which he ascribes to Mary, and does 
not confirm the story about Joseph's dream. "There 
is not the slightest proof that Luke attached any 
importance to the dream story. He does not notice 
it at all. If that dream established the manner of 
Mary's pregnancy, why did he not allude to it?” I 
have already shown that the dream did not establish 
“the manner of Mary's pregnancy " to anybody but 
Joseph. No Christian believes the miracalous con- 
ception of Christ because Josepli had that dream, 
and it is not related by Matthew with that aim. 
But I follow. you further: “The fact that he did 
not [allude to it] proves conclusively that he either 
knew nothing about it, or did not consider it of the 
slightest value" Hum! as Mr. Paine.says, your 
penetration borders on the marvelous. But ere we 
are entirely overcome by such overwhelmingly con- 
vincing logic, let us apply it to other cases. J osephus 
in his works gives an account of the Jewish sect 
called the Essenes, a sect of no inconsiderable num- 
ber and importance, whose existence has never been 
called into question. Tacitus and Strabo, equally 
eminent historians, have particularly noticed the 
Jews in their histories and yet never utter a word about 
the Essenes. Will any one believe, on the strength of 
a negative argument founded on the silenee of the 
latter historians, that no such sect éver existed? Or 
take this—Josephus mentions the Essenes in his 
* Wars of the Jews," but in his work against Apion 
where one would certainly look for-somé mention of 
them, he does not write a syllable about them. The 
inference is irresistible. “He either knew nothing 
about ” them, * or he did not consider ” the story of 
their existence “ of the slightest value." Will you 
abide by your own logic? The objection is one 
that has often been made, and as often refuted. In 
noticing a similar quibble, Hartwell Horne writes: 
“In Xiphilonand Theodosius the two abbreviators of 
the historian Dion Cassius, may be observed the 
like agreement .and disagreement, the one taking 
notice of many particulars which the other passes in 
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silence, and both of them relating the chief and 
most remarkable events. And since from their both 
frequently making use of the very same words and 
expressions when they speak of the same thing, it is 
apparent that they both copied from the same orig- 
inal, so no person was ever absurd enough to imagine 
_ that the particulars mentioned by the one were not 
taken out of Dion Cassius, merely because they were 
omitted by the other. And still more absurd would 
it be to say (as some modern opposers of revelation 
have said of the Evangelists), that the facts related 
by Theodosius are contradicted by Xiphilion because 
the latter says nothing of them. But against the 
evangelists it seems all kinds of arguments may 
‘not only be employed but’ applauded. The case, 
however, of ‘the sacred historians is exactly parallel 
to that of these abbreviations. The latter extracted 
the particulars related in their several abridgments, 
from the history of Dion Cassius, as the former 
-drew the materials of their gospels from the life of 
Jesus ‘Christ, And why the fidelity of the 
Jour transcribers should be called in question for 
reasons which hold equally strong against the two 
abbreviators, we leave those to determine who lay 
such a weight upon the objection ” (Horne’s Infro- 
duction, vol. i, p. 577). 
- [ro BE CONTINUED.| 
—_—_ oo 
[From the Boston Investigator.) 


Bigotry.—“ Seribner's Monthly.” 


Mr. EDITOR : A certain incorporated body of Christians 
in this country, professedly for the purification of society, 
employ at a high salary a man who was driven in disgrace 
from a police court in the city of Brooklyn, for having 
brought before.it for punishment three poor women whom 
he had himself hired to commit a criminal indecency, This 
man was lauded in the highest terms by no less a journal 
than Scribner's Monthly, of last July, and his incredible 
boasts of Christian usefulness, in suppressing obscenity, 
were reported as indubitable facts! At the same time, a 
large public meeting in New York assembled to welcome 
from prison an Infidel editor, was reviled in the most loath- 
some terms, under the heading of “The Apotheosis of 
Dirt,” and the basest motivs were attributed to all who 
attended or expressed any sympathy with à man who had 
been imprisoned fora year for àn offense of which he was not 
guilty. Having been myself in attendance at that meeting, 
and seen on its platform some of the most honored of the early 

` abolitionists of both sexes—friends of liberty who hav never 
yet abused it—I felt like offering a reply, and addressed a 
letter to the editor to know whether there would be any 
chance of its insertion. Here is theanswer I got from him : 
BONNIE CAeTLE. ALEXANDRIA Bay, 

N. Y., July 5, 1880. 

Mi Dear Sir : You hav been an editor yourself, and hav 
many times had your own sharp “say ” about things that 
displeased you in the conduct of men and of public bodies. 
You are therefore capable of judging—no one better—how 
difficult itis for me to say that I will publish whatever you 
may send to me in reply to the article which displeases you. 
Ishall be glad to get your proposed communication, and 
then to decide whether I am bound in candor and honor to 
publish it. I shall certainly do so if I feel convinced that 
I hav done any man or any cause injustice. You are an 
older man than 1 am, and I hope you will forgiv me for s&y- 
ing that while I hav always entertained a great deal of 
respect for you, I hav regarded Bennett as a very nasty man, 
‘and it was a great grief to me to see you personally in his 
company. Yours truly, J. G. HOLLAND, 

Sorry as I was to hav occasioned Dr. Holland's grief, I 
concluded tosend him the following communication, which, 
as his publisher had the kindness to send me the proof 
some time ago, I suppose will appear in his pages as soon 
as he can find room for it. As Thomas Paine, another 
‘nasty man,” has at last found a place of honor in Scribner's, 
Iam not without hope that Mr. Bennett may hav honorable 
mention made of him in that journal in about one hundred 
years. Yours, etc., Erızog WRIGHT. 

Boston, Aug. 20, 1880. 


"THE APOTHEOSIS OF DIRT." 


To the Editor of Scribner's Monthly ; The appearance of 
my name under the above sensational heading in your issue 
of July, page 403, induces me to offer à remark or two to 
your readers, rather to set the facts right than to justify 
myself for the part I took in the meeting there referred to. 
That I did, inthe words I there uttered, which I should not 
be ashamed to see in your or any other journal of civiliza- 
tion. Iam very far from promoting the apotheosis of Mr. 
Bennett or any other man, having never yet found any 
man, either in life or history, sacred or profane, who did 
not fall far short of an easily imaginable perfection. But 
having read Mr. Bennetts writings with care, and pretty 
extensivly ; having attended his trial, and candidly consid- 
ered the attacks made upon him after his unjust conviction 
and imprisonment, and his replies to them, not to honor 
him, after all, as a brave, truthful, and nobly useful man, 
would be to dishonor myself. 

It is not true that he was convicted of sending obscene 
matter through the mail, if the opinion of the Attorney- 
General of the Uhited States on the character of the matter 
“he sent, is wofthy of any respect. Now, whatever Mr. 
Bennett may hav in his life done, said, or thought, which 
‘was not embraced in the indictment against him, is no jus- 
tification for his imprisonment. The less he was a gaint, 
the more inexcusable was the jury for convicting him of 
that of which he was not guilty, and the more execrable the 
Judge for the rulings which upheld them in it. If there is 
in English or any other history a more palpable outrage on 
justice than that perpetrated by Judge Benedict in the 
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trial of D. M. Bennett, I am sure I do not know where to 
find it. I felt deeply mortified by the whole proceeding, the 
law, and the Society which led to it, as well as the deplora- 
ble result. If we cannot repress clandestin literature with- 
out à clandestin law and a professional liar, we had better 
not attempt it. I believe the Rev. Sydney Smith was à tol- 
erably clean as wellas a very sensible man, and I heartily 
agreé with what he wrote in the Edinburgh Review about 
as long ago as I was born. He said then, among other 
very important things:  - : . 

* Though it were clear that individual informers are useful 
auxiliarles to the administration of the laws, it would by no 
means follow that these informers ghould be allowed to com- 
bine—to form themselvs into a body—to make a public 
purse, and to prosecute under a common name. An in- 
former, whether he is paid by the week, like the agents of 
this Society—or by the crime, as in common Cases—is, in 
general a man of a very indifferent character. So much. 
fraud and deception are necessary in carrying on his trade— 
it is so odious to his fellow subjects—that no man of re- 
spectability will ever undertake it. It is evidently impossi- 
ble to.make such a character otherwise than odious.” 

A good farmer, in radicating weeds, takes care not to de- 
stroy his corn, and does not set his barn on fire to extermi- 
nate the rats. It was perfectly plain to avast number of 
people, not fanatically inclined, that the persecution of Ben- 
nett was nothing but the old Christian blunder of punishing 
where it.is impossible to refute. 

The discovery of personal delinquency not covered by the 
indictment, and indeed not indictable, was based to mitigate 
an adverse public sentiment. I do not envy the praise lav- 
ished by bigots and fanatics on those Liberals who were too 
timid or jealous either to stand by the victim or reprebate 
the judge. Inasmuch as Mr. Bennett acknowledged his 
fault in the matter, for which he was not punished, and had 
been forgiven by the only party liable to be injured, the 
publication of the objectionable letters written by him was 
a gross infraction of the very law which professes to protect 
the decencies of society, and stamp with hypocrisy the 
whole movement against him. 

Let us see. Supposing Mr. Bennett was, as I think, unjustly 
convicted, so far as obscenity is charged on the matter he 
mailed, there is no doubt that he attacked Christianity with 
the utmost vigor andi contempt, and you say, '' The safety 
and purity of society rests, as it always has rested, with the 
believers in and professors of Christianity,” as a reason why 
his punishment should be acquiesced in and accepted as 
righteous. This is pouring contempt on the law which no 
longer permits heretics to be burnt,and on Christianity which 
is obliged to resort to imprisonment on false charges to protect 
itself against an Infidel press. It surely is to be hoped that the 
great bulk of Christians do not intend or expect to repel the 
contemptuous assailants of Christianity by a contemptible 
indirection, which makes the law a laughing.stock. It 
would be better to resort to the old direct method which 
was applied to Giordano Bruno, effectually as to the man, 
though ineffectually as to his opinions. I presume there 
were not a few Christians present at the Bennett reception 
in Chickering Hall who sympathized as heartily with the 
indignation expressed at the unjust imprisonment as the In- 
fidels did. 

For a Christian journal to refer to that great meeting as 
an '' apotheosis of dirt,” was to make use of a most unfor- 
tunate figure of speech, a sort of rhetorical boomerang. 
Dirt is none the better for being really apotheosised, and 
there happens to be in the same book where Moses Stuart 
found a justification of slavery, a good deal of dirt, also. 
Even our ‘‘Freelovers,” I think, would be ashamed of the 
doings of Saint Mordecai. Moreover, it reminds one how 
the ‘purity of society ” has depended on a hole in a wall, 
with a priest on one side and a spell-bound female on the 
other. I shall not enter on the question, though I think it 
is an open one, whether society is as much indebted to 
Christianity as Christianity is to skepticism for its ‘‘ purity." 

I hav lived to be ashamed of having been used by Chris- 
tians to propagate a set of dogmas which are essentially im- 
moral, and if the ''Freelovers" hav made use of me to 
deepen that degradation of woman which Christianity 
found her laboring under and attempted to perpetuate, I 
shall liv to be ashamed of that. But I do not think they 
hav intended to use me in that direction. If so, they hav 
mistaken their man a1 much as the Christians did. 

Boston, July 12, 1880. ELIZ0R WRIGHT. 


To Friend “A. M.,” or Authority on Modesty. 


I am not at all surprised that the great majority of people 
think Iam going beyond *' proper bounds” when I attempt 
to show up the injuries caused by sexual intemperance, and 
the almost universal prevalence of this abomination. It is 
customary for the masses to oppose all reforms that they do 
not understand, and especially if these reforms seem to 
deprive them of long established rights or privileges. Now 
you men hav assumed the sole right to decide as to woman’s 
sphere all along through the historical] ages, and probably 
as far back as the actions of the race oan be traced. You 
hav been self-constituted judges, “ A. M’s,,” or authority on 
modesty, during the centuries, and what is the result? A 
world where lust is running rampant, where rape, prostitu- 
tion, and enforced maternity are the rule, and virtue, conti- 
nence, and purity the exception. ; ` 

A man might ride rough shod over all the proprieties and 
still be received in the best society. He might father the 
children of his black slave-women, and yet hold the highest 
offices in the gift of the nation. He might marry the purest 
and most delicate and modest of women, and subject her to 
infinit tortures, and even when death was the result it was 
all done ‘‘ decently,” and under the sanction of the law. 
But if woman once steps aside from her ‘‘ proper sphere,” 
she is lost forever. She must not even mention the word 
“sexual” if she wants to retain a spark of ‘‘ womanly 
delicacy,” She may gee her mother, aisters, and all her fa- 


male friends sacrificed at the shrine of man’s lust and 
power, and know that nine-tenths of all they endure is the 
result of ignorance in both sexes, ànd that the door of 
knowledge has been opened for her, but she must not invite 
one of these sufferers to enter therein, lest she '* befoul"* 
herself and all she touches. 

But, after fighting the demon of rum, of slavery, and 
of theology all along the years when these were unpopular 
reforms, I do not fancy I shall be frightened off the track 
by a few epithets of condemnation. When friend “ A, M." 
will prove that the work itself needs not to be done, or that 
Iam teaching error instead of truth, then he may hav some 
ground for real complaint. ''Expertsof the other sex” hav 
had the field leng enough to test their power or ability to 
deal with this matter, and now woman herself claims the 
privilege of attempting the work. 7 : 

Mrs. Besant may hav lost a few over-prudish friends by 
her firm stand for the right of her sex to determin when she 
willbe a mother and how often, but she has gained two 
friends from the soundly sensible for every one she has lost 
from the other class. 

A man who is afraid to hav his daughters phystologically 
instructed is really not fit to be a father. My father was a 
Quaker preacher, and brought up his girls in the beautiful 
quiet, unobtrusiv modesty of that pure and undemonstrativ 
sect, yet he furnished us with all the works on sexual 
physiology he was able to procure, and if thy TRUTH SEEK- 
ER mutilator has as favorable a record to show of his daugh- 
ters when they are forty or fifty years of age as is shown by 
these, he may be very glad indeed. 

I do not deny that others are “far better qualified” to 
write upon this subject of sexual intemperance than f am, 
and I trust they wil! do their duty also in this. I do not 
doubt but there are better cooke, housekeepers, and garden- 
ers than myself, but I shall nevertheless do my best at these 
things even if others better skilled do better work. 

We hav very able writers upon sexual reform, and a few 
papers like the Alpha, Physiologist, and Le Claire Pilot, 
which treat very plainly upon these topics; and there is Dr. 
Foote’s Health Monthly and Dr. Kinget’s Health Journal, but 
THE TRUTH SEEKER reaches thousands who never see any 
of these publications, or the ‘‘numerous books and pam- 
phleta" that they speak of, and it is for these that I write, 
hoping to sow a few seeds of truth, even though I may soil 
my hands by clearing the ground of noxious weeds and 
thorny thistles. 

As tothe ‘clumsy thee and thou,” I confess them to be 
a little odd, yet our best poets use them, and is it not more 
correct to say thee to a single person than “you?” It is 
certainly more distinctiv. And we Quakers think it almost 
as disrespectful to say '' you” to a parent as a pious devotee 
would feel it to be to address his fetich in the same manner. 
What would be thought of a man if, when making a public 
prayer in some of the churches, he should gay ** O you who 
number the stars and call unto each one through the celes- 
tialspaces, and they obey you. Universal power, we praise 
you, and to you we pray," etc., etc., would it not be deemed 
almost blasphemous? And is not man, who creates the 
gods, more worthy of respect than the works he has made ? 
If it be an honor to call the gods thee and thou, is it not 
still more honorable to style man thus? No one would 
more gladly welcome a word that would supersede both thee 
and you as addressed to a single individual than myself, but 
in writing I find ''thee" the more satisfactory of the two, 
I believe in all reforms, spelling reforms as well as sexual 
reforms, and shall try and giv my highest, truest, and best 
thought for each and all so long as I find an appreciativ 
reader or publisher. 


" The star of the unconquered will 
He rises in my breast, 
Serene and resolute and still, 
And calm and self-possessed. 
Oh fear not in a world like this, 
And thou shalt know ere long— 
Know how sublime a thing it is 
To Buffer and be strong.” — Longfellow, 
ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER. 
Snowville, Va., Sept. 1, 1880. : 


———————-Ó ae 


Tue September number of the North American Review 
contains seven articles. The first is the initial paper by M. 
Charnay on *'The Ruins of Central America.” This arti- 
cle is illustrated from photographs, which aid materially in 
the study of the text. An expedition under the auspices 
of the American and French governments, of which M. 
Charnay is in charge, is now operating in Central America, 
and the explorations are likely to create an interest more 
profound, and to be attended with more valuable archzo- 
logical resulte, even than came from the researches of 
Champollion in Egypt. They promis a new chapter in ` 
American history that shall establish the origin of the re- 
markable race of which nothing but splendid ruins were 
left when Columbus discovered the new world, Following 
this article is one on ‘‘ The Perpetuity of Chinese Institu- 
tions,” from the pen of S. Wells Williams. The writer hag 
been a resident in China for many years, and is thoroughly 
conversant with the language, institutions, and social con- 
ditions which he discusses. Gen. John W. Clampitt, the 
surviving member of Mrs. Surratt's counsel, writes upon 
“The Trial of Mrs. Surratt.” The author Sincerely be- 
lieves that Mrs. Burratt was innocent of the crime for which 
she suffered death, and expresses himself feelingly. ‘The 
Personality of God” is treated by the metaphysical writer 
W. T. Harris. R. B. Forbes givs some valuable sugges- 
tions in reference to ''Steamboat Disasters.” The Rev, 
Edward Everett Hale follows with a paper upon “ Insin- 
cerity in the Pulpit,” that will hardly fail to draw some 
protests from his brother clergymen. The number closes 
with a review of several recent works on the brain and the 
nerves, by Dr. George M. Beard, 


‘as if pained by the injury or insult. 


(Continued from page 580.) 
The agaves and aloes were far the largest 
and most splendid I ever saw. 

The Victoria House, or Tropical Aquarium, con- 
tains tanks of mason work for the cultivation of the 
Vietoria Regia and other rare tropical plants, all of 
which are beautiful. My attention was particularly 
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attracted to numerous plants of Azallo. The stem 
is three feet in hight, at the top of which is a single 
leaf two feet in diameter, and is of a beautiful 
bright, clean, glossy green. The stem joins the leaf 
in the center, which is horizontal like a disk sup- 
ported by a rod. The flower stalk is five feet in 
hight, and the flower resembles a little the tulip, 
only it is double and three times as large. It pos- 
sesses great beauty. 

In the Heath House is a fine collection of heatha 
from the Cape of Good Hope, as well as a miscella- 
neous collection of Australian and South African 
plants, many of which are of great beauty. 

The Archideous House No. 2 is devoted to plants 
of this family, distinguished by their bright-green 
and suceolent leaves and flowers of many colors and 
strange shapes, which in warm climates not only 
clothe the rocks, but cover the trunk and branches 
of trees, and give a distinct character to the scenery 
by the imitative forms as well as brilliant colors of 
their flowers. One cannot help being struck with 
the remarkably fine specimens of the pitcher plant, 
occupying one side of the apartment, especially the 
Rafflesia Anoldi, “the greatest prodigy,” says Sir 
Thomas Rafes, who discovered it, “of the vege- 
table world.” ‘The one he saw measured a full yard 
across the flower, the nectary would hold twelve 
pints, and the weight was calculated to be fifteen 
pounds. The humble or sensitive plant also attracts 
much attention. It drops its leaves ata slight blow, 
The butterfly 
plant or moving plant is a curiosity. It keeps its 
smaller leaves almost entirely on the move. Here 
is the remarkable pitcher plant of Australia, which 
exhibits a stoup, cover, and twisted handle, as elab- 
orately perfect as if constructed by art. Also the 
American or Venus’ fly trap, whose leaves or petals 
instinctively close as soon as any insect has lighted 
upon them, and open not until the unfortunate in- 
sect is crushed to death. 

In the Economic Plant House are a variety of 
specimens of plants, the production of which is 
turned to beneficial uses. Prominent is the bread- 
fruit tree of the Pacific Islands. The banana is a 
beautiful curiosity. It is twenty feet high, with 
leaves eight feet long and two feet wide in the 
center. 3 

The Palm House contains, perhaps, the greatest 
curiosities of all. This great. structure is chiefly. 
composed of wrought-iron beams and glass, and con- 
sists of a rectangular central part, 137 1-2 feet in 
length and 100 feet wide, with projecting wings, 
each of which is 112 1-2 feet in length and 5C feet 
in width. The entire length is 363 feet. The hight 
of the central portion is more than sixty feet. On 
entering this house the visitor finds himself trans- 
ported into a magnificent tropical forest, though 
each walk presents a different class of vegetation to 
the beholder. Here is a great variety of palms. A 
specimen of the wax palm is twenty feet high to the 
leaves, which are long and numerous, [ also noticed 
the date palm, the fan palm with large, pendant 
leaves. A specimen of the white palm is more than 
fifty feet in hight and presents a majestic appear- 
ance in the greenhouse. I noticed a most singular 
plant or tree. Its trunk is one foot in diameter, but 
looks more herbaceous than woody. "The leaves are 
ten feet long, spear-shaped, and leave the ends of 
the limbs in clusters of at least a hundred. .The 
tree is fully forty feet in hight. I cannot, however, 
begin to describe the beauties and curiosities in this 
house; the task is beyond my ability. By climbing 
the circular iron staircase to the dome in the center 
and looking down upon this rare, strange, and beau- 
tiful growth, one is filled with awe and admiration. 
He cannot help thinking that dame Nature is decid- 
edly a great institution. 

Among the climbing plants in one of the green- 
houses my attention was attracted to a most beauti- 
ful specimen of the Lahegeria. It had climbed fully 
thirty feet, and was profuse in a trumpet-shaped 
scarlet blossom two inches in length and lovely to 
the view. 

Of the palms it is said * they aré the loftiest and 
noblest of all vegetable forms. They have been 
characteristically called ‘kings among the grasses,’ 
and to them the prize of beauty has been assigned 
by the concurrent voices of all nations. Their tall, 
slender, ringed, and sometimes prickly stems, cov- 
ered by elegant feathery or fan-shaped foliage, com- 
posed of a few gigantic leaves, cause them to differ 
in appearance from all other trees. Rearing its stem 
and expanding its broad and beautiful shade where 
there is nothing else to shade man from the burning 


` rays of thet ropical sun, the palm tree is hailed by 


the wanderer in the desert with more pleasure than 
he greets any other tree in any other situation. In 
South America one species throws out its magnifi- 
cent shade over a trunk a hundred feet high. As 
they adv noe toward the temperate zone this family 


of plants diminishes in grandeur and beauty, and 
Humboldt says that those who have only traveled in 
the north of Africa and in Sicily cannot conceive 
how the palms should be the most imposing of all 
trees of the forest." 

I should have eaid, also, that in the Palm House, 
besides all the noble forms of the gigantic palms 
and bananas, are the lofty bamboo, the huge foliage 
of the travelers’ tree, the numerous fig trees, the 
great variety of the Zamia tribe, with bulky stems 
and feather-like leaves; the mango trees, beaping 
flower and fruit ; the papyrus, the coffee, the Assam 
tea, the cinnamon, cassia, banyan tree, the pepul, 
the sycamore of scripture, etc. The wonders, how- 
ever, are so near endless that I might as well stop in 
one place as another. 

The New Victoria House is an unpretending, 
roomy, commodious greenhouse, in which are to be 
seen all kinds of lovely lilies that are rocked on the 
silvery streams of India, and that rest pleasantly on 
the calm creeks of America. Here, above all, is to 
be seen the wonderful plant of quiet taste found 
only in the lakes and wide rivers east of the Andes 
—the great water lilies—the Victoria Regia, called 
by the natives, yrupe, meaning, literally, water- 
platter, and perhaps well named, for each leaf, like 
an enormous green dish, spreads on the surface of 
the water large enough to support a child afloat. 
The leaves are deeply channeled on the under side 
and traversed with veins, beset with prickles, and 
their width fully six inches. The flower is of a 
lovely snow-white externally, and crimson within, 
and measures nearly a foot across. ` 

In addition to the objects of interest already 
named, are four museums filled with numerous curi- 
osities and interesting exhibitions. The first I 
entered contains specimens of all the curious orna- 
mental and valuable woods and timber from all parts 
of the world. Many of them are in plank twenty 
feet long, three inches in thickness, and some of them 
of great width, carefully planed and varnished. I 
saw some ornamental woods seven or eight feet in 
width. This exhibition is a most interesting study. 
A large portion of the timbers are from the Inter- 
national Exhibition of 1862. Among them are tim- 
ber from Australia, India, China, Persia, Thibet, 
Africa, Canada, ete. Some kinds of curious woods 
were out crosswise in sections. There were many 
hundreds of the specimens deserving of particular 
attention, and several specimens of  WelwitcAies 
Mirabilis, one of the most extraordinary of vege- 
table productions. It is a dwarf tree, seldom rising 
more -than a few inches above the ground, with a 
diameter often of several feet, and a single pain of 
leaves which spring from the trunk and flourish 
through a period which -is estimated to reach one 
hundred years. I noticed most curious trees, appar- 
ently made up of small fibers and twigs, but which 
was 2 natural growth. They are wholly unlike any- 
thing I saw before. I will not, however, undertake 
to further describe the very curious woods and tim- 
bers and their products in this museum. _ 

Museum No. 2 containing many rooms, is filled 
with specimens of dried fruits and seed, and, in 
short, all interesting vegetable products, particularly 
those that are useful to mankind in the arts, in med- 
icine, and in domestic economy—substances which 
neither the living plant nor the horlus siccus can 
exhibit. 

The other museums are filled with similar vege- 
table productions. Every kind of corn, every 
variety of acorn, all sorts: of nuts and seed, all kinds 
of barks, leaves, and woods, are found there, with 
probably tens of thousands of vegetable curiosities, 
far tog numerous to mention. 


Among the curiosities of the grounds is a beau- | 


tiful sailing lake covering several acres, and float- 
ing on which are many varieties of ducks and other 
water fowl The Syou Vista, completed thirty 
years ago, looking west extends to the river nearly 


three-quarters of a mile, and has a broad gravel: 


walk, bordered with deodars alternating with limes. 
To the left is a spacious lake with islands, contain- 
ing four and a half acres, which communicates with 
the Thames. There is also a cedar vista leading off 
to the west. : 

The Chinese pagoda is very conspicuous. It is 
approached by a vista 2,800 feet in length, and bor- 
dered by a line of scarlet thorns alternating with 
lovely intergreens. The great pagoda is composed 
of ten stories, each of which is an imitation of the 
Chinese mode of roofing and finishing, with balco- 
nies. The pagoda is an octagon, and is one hundred 
and sixty-three feet in hight. The base is fifty feet 
in diameter. The staircase is in the center, and 
there is a landing on each story. In ascending the 
interest of the view is increased. From the top a 
very extensive view is obtained of the surrounding 
country for forty miles aronnd, including many vil- 
lages. 

But I know you will excuse me from dwelling any 
longer upon the beauties of Kew Gardens. I could 
write a week and not exhaust the subject, but long 
before that I am sure Í would weary you as greatly 
as I was that, Sunday night when I returned by rail 
to the city and to my hotel, for I assure you was 


as completely tired out as a person could possibly 
wish to be. Pe 

Right here is a good place to bring this letter to 
& close. Truly yours, D. M, Bzxxxzrr. 


Our Reasons. 


i SvBACUSE, N. Y., Aug. 24, 1880. 
' The attitude of Tug TRUTEK BERKER On the presidential 
canvass has led some evil-minded persons to circulate 
the story that Taz TaurH SEEKER has sold its in. 
fluence to the Democratic party. As we do not believe 
this possible, we ask you to state fully your reason for sus- 
taining Hancock in the canvass. R. R. TouBLEY, 
JOHN P. PHILLIPS. 

The above card is our apology, if apology be needed, for 
again editorially referring to politics.. We had thought as 
long as we gave our many able political correspondents a 
full chance to discuss pro and con that we might be.ex- 
cused from saying any more than Mr. Bennett has already 
said, We can add little, perhaps nothing, to his very full 
reasons for deserting the Republican party, to which he bas 
so long been loyal. But when ánybody, no matter if it be 
but a mere Christian, accuses Tug TRUTA SEEKER of being 
sold to any party we must rise to protest. The impartiality 
Shown heretofore and which will continue to characterize th » 
conduct of this paper ought to place it above such suspic- 
ion. If the paper was an ‘‘orgau” of the Damocracy, can 
any think that we would allow views. to be given that, if 
they hav any influence, would lead in the very opposit direc- 
tion? Does any Democratic paper allow all the Republicans 
who take the trouble to write free access to its columns ? 
Would the New York World giv the Republican campaign 
committee a large share of its space to refute and defeat the 
principles and men it would like to see triumph? We opine 
not, But Tse TRUTH SEEKER would, and although no 
member of the Republican committee has yet honored us 
with his views, their friends all over the country hav not 
been backward in doing 80, and we hav been prompt to giv 
them roo. : 

This paper is not an organ for any political party. But the 


‘editor has his opinions on all subjects which concern the wel- 


fare of the country, and deeming the Republican party false 
to its best interests, has said 80. Able reasons for so thlnk- 
ing hav been given by Mr. Bennett, Mr. Wakeman, Mr. 
Leland, and others, but as every day brings forth something 
new, there msy be some additional ones! Let us see. 

In the first place, it becomes more and more apparent 28 
the campaign progresses and the distinctiv principles of the 
parties and their candidates are known that the Republican 
party is the party from which the church expects to derive 
its emoluments and power. The interests of the church are 
not the interests of Liberalism. The church is the deadly 
and implacable foe of progress, reform, and liberty. It is 
through the Republican party the church expecs to get 
God grafted into the Constitution, an unsightly excresence . 


upon the tree our heretical forefathers planted and nourished . . 


with such jealous care. Nearly every minister in the 
country is working for Garfield's electiun, and every relig- 
ious paper which has expressed & preference (and most of 
them are activly partizan) has declared for Garfield. Of 
course the interests of Liberals lie in exactly the opposit 
direction. It may be said that the Catholics are ali the 
other way, but it must be borne in mind that on several 
things they are one with the Liberals. Of course it is from 
8 different and wholly selfish motiv that they oppose Bible- 
reading in the schools, Sunday-laws, and other things 
which the Protestants are fighting hard to retain, but just 
so far as any sect asks for justice and equal rights the Lib- 
erals will agree with it. People are and with good reason, 
afraid of the Catholic church. But they hav exactly the 
same reason to fear the Protestants. In the times when the | 
church ruled the state, and the priest was the confidant and 
adviser of the kine, the Protestant church was as intolerant as 
its opponent. A Protestant fire is as hot as a Catholic flame, 
and as the Protestant church is the aggressiv wing in this 
country at the present time we feel it our duty to oppose 
them with all our might. When the Catholics become op- 
pressiv we ghall fight them particularly hard. 

We oppose the Republican party because it has usurped 
power which was never given it by the Constitution, 

Because it has allied itself with the Protestant church. 

Because for the last four years Christians hav been all-- 
powerful in the White House, influencing a Republican Ex- 
ecutiv to refrain from performing an act which he himself 
admitted was just, thereby depriving an innocent man of 
his liberty. l i 

Because this same Republican Executiv, at the demand of 
this same church, disregarded the petition of two hundred 
thousand true and loyal citizens of the United States. 

Because nearly all the clergy support the Republican 
party. i 

Because the Republican party has for the last twelve years 
derived its power from tbe church. 

Because the Methodist church has virtually run this gov- 
ernment for twelve years. a 

Because the Republican Congress eight years ago enacted 
laws which are destructiv of freedom of thought and of the 
press. 

Because a Republican President signed those laws, 

Because Republican officials hay religiously carried them 
out without a word of protest. 

Because these laws were enacted at the bWhest of the 
church. ; : i E 

Because the Republican party has aided the church in its 
persecution of Liberals by this enactment and execution of 
oppressiv and unconstitutional laws. f 

Because a Republican Senate was in favor of keeping the 
Bible in the public schools, ; 

Because Garfield is the embodiment of thig same Christian 
spirit. As Hayes bas been the tool of the church, so will 
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Garfield be. He isa preacher of the Campbellite church, | stion—the record and tendency of the party and the rec- | Maguire, or the Grace of Nature.” It was rendered with 
whose creed is as foliows : ords and principles of the men—TuE TRUTH SEEKER is fine effect, and the sentiments were received with much 
2: i best i f th ill be sub: i 

We believe i o ther. : convinced that ihe est interests of the country w e sub: | favor. ; 

We believe ist Teana isthe Christ, the son of the living | erved by turning the government over to another party. | Prof. Jamieson took the rostrum, and, by way of intro- 
God, and our only S:vior. We regard the Divinity of |The man who accuses it of receiving one cent, either direct- | duction to his lecture, recited a poem entitled, **1 Wish it 
Christ as the fundamental truth in the Christian system. — |ly or indirectly for supporting the Democrats, simply lies, | Were Respectable.” The leading features of all these 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, boti as to pr agency 10| and only shows the priuciples which govern him in his ad- | poems are the many hits interspersed through them. Prof. 
conversion and as an indweller in the heart of the Chris-| voe, oy of men and parties. Jamieson is a lecturer and debater whosé reputation is na- 


ae accept both the Old and New Testament scriptures as tional, and a large audience assembled to hear his lecture 
upon ** The Conflict of Religion with Science.” 


the inspired word of God. ns f 
We believe in the future punishment of the wicked and WRIDAY RYENING SESSION, 
Number in attendance small.. The exercises opened with 


the future reward of the righteous. 
We believe the Deity is a prayer-hearing aud a prayer- 
a song entitled “Jesus Paid it All.” Mrs. Lake then fol- 
lowed with an eloquent address upon the subj ct of ** Infi- 


answering God. : 
del Integrity, as Contrasted with Christian Belief.” The 


We observe the institution of the Lord's Supper on every 
Lord's Day. "To this tableit is our practice neither to invjte 

frequent applause elicited seemed to indicate that the lady’s 
remarks were acceptable to a large portion of the audience. 


nor debar. We say it is the Lord's Supper for all the Lord's 
Dr. Peck then awoke the risibles of the Convention with 


children. A 
We plead for the union of all God’s people on the Bible, 
EG gu ay ora 
e Didle 18 our oniy Creed. j the song, ** Yacob Found it Out.” 
We maintain that all the ordinances of the gospel should The nime announced that Mr. Leland of New York 
would address the Convention. Mr. Leland’s subject was, 
* Organization of the Liberal Forces Necessary to Accom- 
plish Desired Results.” This address was confined almost 


be observed as they were in the days of the apostles. 
Does any one want a man in the White House who will 
entirely to the dry details of organization, and conrequently 
was not so interesting to the audience generally, but the 


observe “ the ordinances as they were in the days of the 
apostles ?" It seems to us that the Christianity practiced by 
Mr.. Hayes is sufficiently like the good old times when here- 
thought and care of the organizer were manifest throughout. 
At the close of Mr. Leland's address, Mr. McConnell, one 
of the clergymen of this city, occupied the attention of the 


` tics were imprisoned and burnt, without getting back to any 
Convention. To say that everybody generally in the local- 


more primitiv times. Keeping a man in prison for a year 

for being an Infidel. is. good enough religion without burn- 
ity was getting interested would be ‘‘ putting it” mildly. 
Prof. Jamieson of Chicago followed Mr. McConnell, and 


ing him. 
the Convention closed a very interesting session. . 


——— 
The Marshalltown Convention. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: There's 
music here ! The trouble began yesterday and will be con- 
tinued to-day—yea, and into the holy Sabbath to-morrow. 

To-day opened brightly after a preparatory rain of two 
days which laid the dust and cleared the air. Verily God 
is good. to those who '*ain't" afraid of him, who love him 
wisely but not too well. And he receives great considera- 
tion here for his divine favors, 

The Convention opened with the usual forms—I need not 
detail them, Mr. Matthew Farrington was elected to pre- 
side, and Dr. B. Harris to act as Secretary. Mr. E. C. 
Walker was the busy-bee who flitted everywhere, looked 
after details and gathered money all the day from every 
opening pocket, to pay expenses. 5 

The morning session was one of routine organization and 
committee making; but the afternoon brought in more re- 
cruits and the ball opened in earnest. Forty-five minutes 
were devoted to five-minute speeches on any subject the 
speaker felt moved to brirg up. Mr. Walker led off on the 
question, ** What Shall Liberals do with Sunday?” and 
urged that we should hav Sunday-schools of our own, and 
keep our children away from those of the Christians. Mr. 
Leland said his own practice had been to let his children go 
to the Christian Sunday-schools when their mates invited 
them. Then when they came home question them as to 
what they had learned, and set them right as to any errors 
In this way before long the little Infidels became inciters of 
doubt and revolt in the bosom of the church school itself. 
Another Liberal also said he had pursued a similar course 
and with good results. Other speakers made other sugges- 
tions and Mr. Walker's main idea of Liberal Sunday-schools 
for Liberals was sustained. 

After this discussion Prof, Phelps of Kansas addressed 
the Convention making a vigorous and masterly statement 
of the general aims and purposes of Liberalism. : 

Marshaliown, Iowa, Aug. 28, 1880. , T. C. LELAND. 

(From the Marshalltown Times.) 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON SEBS ION. 


Convention convened at 2 P.M., and the minutes of the 
forenoon session were read and approved. The committee 
on the nomination of officers for the ensuing year reported 
as follows: : 

President: Matthew Farrington, of Denver. 

Vice-Presidents : Dr. Shorland Harris, of Cerro Gordo; 
Dr. A. B. Dennis, of Linn.; Col. M, E, Billings, of Bremen; 
C. P. Robinson, of Story. . 

Chairman of Executiv Committee: E. C. Walker, of Nor- 
ton. 

Treasurer: Mrs. Cornelia Boeklin, of Des Moines. 

Finance Committee : Daniel Davis, Audrew Goan. 

Directors: C. N. Dibble, of Clark ; Leroy Dutton, of 
Clinton. y be 

Report of the Committee adopted and above-named per- 


sons elected to the respectiv offices. Dr. Harris then read a 
poem entitled ** Eternal Justice." 
Prof. Jamieson followed with an elcquent and earnest 
address on the subject, ‘‘Is This a Christian government?" 
Convention adjourned. : 


SATURDAY EVENING SESSION. 


The Convention was called to order at 8 o’clock, and Mr. 
Peck sang the song, ‘‘ No Hell," amid much applause. 

Mrs. Parry, of Beloit, Wisconsin, recited a poem called 
“The Christs of To-day.” As a recitationist, Mrs. Parry is 
& success; her reputation as a speaker and thinker has 
already extended beyond the limita of her own state. 

The lecture of the evening was by Prof. Phelps, of Kan- 
sas. His subject was ‘‘The Garden of Eden.” He had 
rather more to say of the ‘‘ Gardener," however, than of the 
Garden. Many of his ‘‘terms” and conclusions were very 
ingenious to say the least. He held his audience in the 
closest attention until a late hour, and at the close no one 
appeared to be weary. 

The Convention assembled at 9:30, and opened with a 
song by Mr. Peck entitled “The Little Ones at Home.” 
The Convention then proceeded to elect delegates to the 
Chicago Convention. A. T. Hisey, Mrs. H. 8. Lake, and 
Mrs. M. L. Follett were chosen. "The case of H. L. Barter 
was then taken up and explained by E. C. Walker, show- 
ing that Mr. Barter was incarcerated fur publishing a serial 
by Mrs. Follet in the Le Claire Plot. 

Dr. Harris introduced a resolution condemning the 
authorities and charging the whole proceeding as an inva- 
sion of constitutional right, 

Mr. Walker introduced a resolution of a very sweeping 
character, declaring, among other things, the “natural right 
of every one to eat, drink, wear, etc., what he pleased," as | 
an amendment. 

Dr. Harris's resolution was withdrawn, and the consider- 


Because from long continuance in power the party has 
become non-progressiv, conservativ, and intolerant. 

Because ‘in giving freedom to the slave it seems to hav 
exhausted its force in favor of liberty, and to hav developed 
into an organized political despotism.” Since the war the 
party by its crusade against state rights and the endeavor to 
supplant local self-government in the south by military rule 
and to consolidate power in the general government has 
been moving steadily toward a despotic government. 


SATURDAY'S PROCEEDINGS, 


Convention assembled at 9:30 A M. 

Constitution for state Liberal League read and adopted. 

Committee on nomination of officers for the State League 
appointed, consisting of Messrs. Walker, of Norway; F. J. 
Emary, of Osceola, and Rose, of Washington, Ten min- 
utes’ recess. —— l 

Convention again called to order by the President. Mr. 
Peck of Clinton made a powerful ten minutes’ speech in 
defense of his song, ''Jesus Paid it All.” Reply by Rev. 
McConnell, in which he attempted to lay some charges 
upon the Liberals, which, Mr. Jamieson said, properly be- 
long to Rev. Bundy. Reply by Prof. Phelps of Kansas. 
McConnell then made a reply to Prof. Phelps, and was fol- 
lowed by Prof. Jamieson, 


— 


The Fourth Annual Congress of the National 
Liberal League. 


To the Auxiliaries and Members of the National Liberal League, 
GREETING : 

The Fourth Annual Congress of the National Liberal 
League will be held at the Hershey Hall, in Madison 
street, in the city of Chicago. Iil., on the 17th, 18h, 
and 19th of September next. All charter and lite members 
of the National Liberal League, the President and Secre- 
tary of each local auxiliary and three delegates from the 
same are entitled to seats and votes in the Congress, and al 
annus] members of the National League are entitled to 
seats, but not to votes. 

As a President of the United States is to be elected this 
year, it is important that every one of the now two hundred 
auxiliaries shall be represented, and that a republic, every 
citizen of which professes that the state should be independ- 
ent of the church, and the church of the state, shall no 
longer stultify itself. by subsidizing ecclesiastical Corpora 
tions in exempting their property from taxation, supporting 
religious instruction in schools, robbiag the people of their 
time by Sunday laws, paying salaries for religious services, 
and exacting religious oaths a8 security for truth and fidelity 
to civil obligations. 

If the National League has any voice, now is the time to 
hav it heard. The Constitution under which we Jiv conse 
crates the rights of speech and opinion aad has no punishing 
power except for accurately-defined and proven crime ; and 
the depositaries of this punishing power, national and state, 
hav their well-defined provinces and limits as servants of the 
people and protectors against all personsl violence and 
fanatical persecution. Tae ‘great question of the day is 
whether these bulwarks of individual liberty shall be swept 
away by the greed of power truckling to bigotry and super- 
stition, or the voice and votes of a free and enlightened peo- 
ple shall teach political partisans that the whole is always 
greater than any part in the admini tration of our republic. 
Boston, Mass., Aug. 9, 1880. ELt:ZUR WnrGHT, Pres. 


————— e 


Hall and Hotel at Chicago. 


On arriving at Chicago I find the hall named in the call 
for the Congress not adapted to the purpose of the meeting 
of the League. It is not large, comfortable, nor central 
enough. It is, as its name indicates, at the West Ead, 
and two miles from the center of business. I hav en- 
gaged HERSHEY HALL in Madison street, between Dear- 
born and State streets. It is new, spacious, and central 
ation of Mr. Walker's amendment as the main question di-jlecated near the hotels and newspaper offices. The Con- 
gressed into a discussion of prohibition, participated in by | gress will meet there on the 17th, 18th, and 19th of Sep- 
Walker, Leland, Jamieson, Farrington, and Mra. Parry. , tember. 

The resolution was lost. Then in Madison street, very neat Hershey Hall, is the 

Mrs. Lake then addressed the Convention upon the sub- | Brevoort House, an excellent hotel on tbe Europ aa plan. 
ject of ‘After Liberalism, What?” Mrs. Lake is a very | Rooms, $1 per day, or, with two or more in a room, 75 
forcible and impressiv speaker, and many sentiments ex. | cents each per day. Good restaurant in the basement, and 
pressed by her are entitled to a careful consideration and | others near by and cheap. The Brevoort House will accom- 
from snow-white. Garfield is at least $5,929 ahead of fair | even commendation. modate five hundred guests, and I recommend the delegates 

Sunday afternoon the Convention opened with a song by | to concentrate in a body in that house. . T, O. LELAND, 


dealing, and Arthur was removed that ‘‘his office may be hon- : 
estly administered," Taking all these things into consider! Mr, Peck, By request, Mrs, Lake recited a poem, "Peter Brevoort House, Ohicago, Bept. 8, 1880, 


Because, as a writer—Hon. E. W. Barber—aptly puts it: 


“ Already it has gone so far in its postal legislation as to 
undertake to regulate the morals of the people by law, and 
hes sent men to the penitentiary who have committed no 
crime, unless it be a crime to discuss the marrisge question 
in a foolish manner, and to send a printed copy of the dis- 
cussion, in pamphlet form, through thé mails—the printing 
of the same matter in a newspaper and sending it through 
the mails not being treated as a crime. All along the line the 
direction of Republican legislation, though in the name of 
God and liberty, is clearly towards centralization; and cen- 
tralization and tyranny are synonymous terms. This ten- 
dency is not an unnatural one. It is rare indeed that a 
party used to the exercise of arbitrary power in war is the 
best one to govern a Coudtry in time of peace. In our own 
time we hav seen the thirty-six provinces that.compose the 
German empire surrender their separate political existence, 
and under the captivating plea of German unity become 
consolidated into a single paternal government, and that 
government has already grown to be an almost unbearable 
military despotism. This is the inevitable result of all cen- 
tralizitions of power, as sure here as in Germany. The 
national enforcement àcte, the national election laws, (which 
place elections partly uader control of the hirelings of the 
party in power) the national educational schemes, the 
attempted national control of telegraphe, than which noth- 
ing could be used with more terrible cffeot by a party in 
power, and many other things which hav had their origin 
with the Republican party, as well as its general denuncis- 
tion of the rights of the states and its ever acting silent 
forces are, it seems clear to me, movements that tend rapidly 
toward the estalishment of irresponsible power,” 


Because the corruptions of the party hav been great; they 
hav made all public service dishonorable in the minds of 
vast numbers of the people; they hav made our form of 
government seem less to be desired by thoughtful men, and 
they. hav been so great that further continuance of the 
party in power would imply our unwillingness to rebuke 
them. The performances of its Robesons, Belknaps, Shep- 
herds, and Babcocks, its freedmen'sj bank robberies its 
Credit Mobilier infamies and perjuries, its Sanborn con- 
tracts, its DeGolyer business whereby the streets of Wash- 
ington were paved with rottenness ; its whisky rings and 
Indian frauds hav all passed into history and are ineffacea- 
ble blots upon its record. 


Because Garfield allows his religion to be dragged into 
the political arena and paraded for the delectation of the 
saints and as & bait to catch pious votes. The fact that 
Hancock swears while Garfield prays is used as an argument 
why all church members should vote for the borrower of 
$329—our ‘‘ Christian brother in the Lord,” as he was called 
at the Chautauqua camp-meeting. 

Because Garfield opposes woman suffrage. 

Because he believes in exempting churches from taxation 
for the same reason that he would exempt the property of a 
poor widow—because if not exempted the state would hav 
to support her. What business under our Constitution the 
state has supporting churches this brilliant preacher does 
not say, “If Gen. Garfield is elected," says the Church 
Union, ‘‘he will be the first President of the United States 
since Washington’s time who has been or is a professing 
Christian and member of an evangelical church of Christ." 
And that is what isthe matter. Heis more of a Christian 
than Hayes, and it logically follows that he would go fur- 
ther to serve the ‘‘ cause of Christ” than the vertebrateless 
individual who now occupies the White House and is by 
courtesy (8 to 7) called President. Query: If Hayes would 
let a man stay in prison thirteen months for being a heretic, 
how long would Garfield let him stay ? 

The foregoing are a few of the reasons why we oppose the 
Republican party, to which we may add the hardly disputed 
fact that the records of both the Candidates are very far 
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A New Exegesis (or Exposion) of the Gospel 
of St. John. 


BY STEPHEN PEARL ANDREWS. 
Revised by the author for The Truth Seeker, 
FIRST PAPER. 

PROEME, 


A notable progress has heen made within the last decade 
in the understanding of the mythologies of ancient peoples, 
especially the Hindoos, Greeks, and Romane, and in found- 
ing a new science to be known as the Comparology of the 
different Religions of the world. Max Müller, Coxe, and 
others hav done wonders in the application of the new prin- 
ciples of criticism to the so-called Heathen Mythologies; 
and the results of their investigations hav been appreciat- 
ingly and gladly accepted alike by Christians, Infidels, and 
Scientists, Heretofore, however, this new critical style of 
investigation bas stopped short of the Jewish and Christian 
scriptures. Probably the lingering veneration of writers, 
and still more their sympathy with or dread of disturbing 
the tender regard of others, has hindered them from treat- 
ing our own traditional scriptures with the same severity 
which they apply, without any such reserve, to other an- 
cient books of literature. ; 

But Science has, properly, nothing to do with reverence, 
It is simply a fearless inquirer into trut%—irrespectiv of 
consequences, Itis neither infidel nor faith-giving, except 
as the truth is revealed and demonstrated. The God of 
Science is Truth; and it is hoped and believed that the 
religion of the future will be devotion to the truth, lead where 
it may; even to the crucifixion of our. most cherished be- 
liefs and prejudices. Infidelity and Atheism to that relig- 
ion will be any doubt that the truth must ultimate in the 
supreme good; or any supposition that the exposure of error 
can bring any permanent disaster to the world, The sci- 
ento-philosophic basis of the future harmony of mankind is 
in the following motto: Iw Taincs KNOWN, Unity; Iw 
WHATSOEVER CAN BE DOUBTED, FREE DIVERSITY; IN ALL 
THINGS, CHARITY. 


I propose to show in this critical review that the third 
gospel, which bears the name of St. John (as, also, by a 
general parity of reasoning, the remaining three gospels), is 
of a three-fold structure, The three parts are: 1, A Cos- 
mical Recital (semi-poeticai); 2. A Personal Recital (his- 
torical or biographical in form, but partially mythical in 
fact); and 9, A Spiritual Recital (or theological recast or 
gloss). That there are the two last mentioned, a personal 
relation, and a spiritual relation, running through the whole 
account, and blended into one, is the admitted and ortho- 
dox idea, In the beginning of the second chapter, for in- 
stance, an account is given of the attendance of Jesus at the 
Marriage at Oana, of Galilee, and what. transpired there, 
which is understood to pertain to the personal biography of 
the man Jesus; or to hav, in other words, an ordinary his- 
torical character, On the contrary, in the opening of the 
first chapter, “In the beginning was the word,” ete., the 
account is transcendental, metaphysical, and spiritual; be- 
longing, therefore, to a very dfferent order of literature, 
So when (chap. iv, 14) Jesus says to the woman of Sama- 
rig, ‘Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall giv him 
shall never thirst," etc., the recital is of à mixed character. 
It purports to be historical so far as the fact is concerned 
that he said to her those words; but the entire meaning of 
the words is of a spiritual nature, 

The point, therefore, which is new in what I shall hav to 
show is, that there is, in addition to the personal and spir- 


itual recital, a Cosmical Recital, of a very important and- 


peculiar character, underlying and being, as it were, the 
foundation of the other two. It need only be said here that 
by this term is meant a series of statements respecting the 
physical constitution of the world, the sun, the dawn, or 
twilight, the light of the day, the light of the night, ete., 
taken in the most literal mundane sense—sometimes ele- 
-vated into & poetical form of expression; ideas such as 
modern science has diecovered in connection with the relig- 
ious writings of other ancient nations, but the presence of 
which, in the gospel history, has heretofore, in a great 
measure, escaped observation, 1t should be added that this 
cosmical or mundane recital is of a much older date (proba- 
bly by several thousand years) than the personal elements of 
the story of which it has furnished the substantial frame- 
work—somewhat as the traditional tales of the folk lore 
furnished to Shakspere the framework of his dramas, 

In & word, the basis of this gospel (and substantially, 
consequently, so of the other three gospels) is a simple phi- 
losophic and scientific treatis, by, some early writer or 
writers, far back in the dim recesses of antiquity, on what 
the Germans now call Erdkunde, or the theory of the con- 
stitution of the earth or world. With the long transit of 
years through manyfcenturies—the original treatis or treat- 
ises being lost, and their contents obscurely remembered 
and partially transmuted by popular misapprehension—the 
objects in nature, and the features of nature, so discrimin- 
ated, in a purely rational and cosmical way, ceased to be 
remembered, as objects and features of nature, and were 
converted into mythical personages, half human and half 
divine ; in accordance with the method, now so well under. 
stood by scientific men, in which myths hav arisen. The 
circumstance which most favored this transmutation of 
things and the properties of things, into mythical and tradi- 
- tional form, was the imperfection of language in its early 
stages of growth, and its consequent incapacity to describe 


natural features and relations otherwise than by copying | asic, 


human attributes and relations. For example, when there 
were no words for such abstract ideas as cause and effect 
or source and emanation, they could only be alluded to, or 
described at all, by calling them father and son. The names 
of the objects or features, so called, could then hardly fail 
to be confounded, at a later day, with supposed persons who 
‘held that relation (especially as some similarity in the sound 
of the words used often favored the illusion). In this man- 
ner 8 whole vocabulary of ready-made, half -mystical or 
mythical names, with an extensiv system of their relation- 
ships, floated for ages in the traditions of the world, ready 
to be appropriated and modified, within each particular 
nation, according to its local and historical circumstances, 
These transmitted words were, in turn, naturally adopted as 
the names of successiv generations of children, yielding 
real personages, bearing the identical names in question. 
Therwhole treatis will be, in great part, an illustration of 
actual happenings of the kind in question, guaged to the 
conditions of time and place in Judea ; so we may dispense 
with any further general discussion of the principle. 

In this manner it will be shown that the leading personal 
names employed in scriptural history, especially, now, of 
the New Testament, and more especially of this particular 
gospel, were not, in their origin, personal names at al], but 
grave scientific terms instead, But before coming to the 
actual namings of persons, let us apply our principle of in- 
terpretation to the Spiritual recital, at the opening of the 
book, thus : : 

' EXPOSITION, 
THE COSMIOAL REOITAL. THE CANONICAL RECORD. 
(RESTOBED.) (KING JAMES’ TRANSLATION.) 
At the origin of things we 


find the Solar Ray- or bundle 4 In the beginning was the 
of rays; the effulgent emana- 


, word. 
tion, or emanating effulgenee 
from the Sun. 
This is, in its origin, at the — 4 a the word was with God; 
sun, or sun’s Surface; 2 
And is, virtually the Sun (al- And the word was God.. 


though to be discriminated 
from it). 

It, this effulgence, is, I repeat, 
at the very sun itself; if we 
speak of its beginning, source, 
or origin, f 

All things are made from this 
Bolar Ray: 

Without it, nothing whatever 
13 Produced, 


2, The same was, in the be- 
ginning, with God. 


_ 3. All things were made by 
him; : 
And without him was not 
anyt hing made that Was made 
i COMMENT, 

“The word” (Greek, logos ; Latin, verbum) meant, origi- 
nally, no more than the general idea of outer-ance or utter- 
ance; and was applied to whatsoever proceeds, flows, or gushes 
forth from something else; as water from its sourceor foun- 
teinhead ; light from a lamp, the sun, or a focas (a fire- 
place); or language (word, or words) from the mouth of a 
speaker. The word, in the singular form, is used, (the part 
for the whole) to mean words, discourse, the whole out- 
pouring of the voice, and so emanation, generally; quite as 
the solar ray is used, above, meaning all the rays of the sun, 
with their characteristic effects. The vulgate (Latin) verbum 
which renders the Greek Jogos (English, verb) is from the 
Greco-Latin root-word var (vardha) which means to flow, as 
water in a channel; the flow of words in speech, to publish to 
promulgate (1). The Greek word logos is a later adoption, in 
the growth of language, meaning, rather, the Jay or level of 
that which flows; and so referring to the plainness and 
clearness of meaning of the utterance; and hence tothe pure 
reason, in the more spiritual and metaphysical sense.. T'he 
original idea, here, in the Cosmical Recital, is the out-gush- 
ing effulgence, Or out-streaming radiance of the sun; espe 
cially, as we shall see, at the time of its rising or setting (2) 
This it was whick gave rise to the celebrated emanation. 
doctrine of pre-Christian antiquity (3.) ** The word” means 
therefore, in this earliest cosmical sense, no more than, sim- 
ply, solar ray; the effulgence or outstreaming radiance of 
the sun, A 

In the same manner, the original material type of the later 
spiritual conception termed God was the sun itself. It is 
well-known that the doctrin of the sun-god pervaded, in 
the earliest times, all the nations of the world, and that it 
was, in fact, the dominant idea of all the early religions. 
The vulgate or Latin word for God here employed is Deus, 
etymologically the same asthe Greek Zeus (used for Jupiter), 
and the Sanskrit Dyaus or Dyu. This must originally hav 
meant the literal sun, the beam-er, the shin-er, the illumina- 
tor of the world ; the bright heavenly deity, in the cosmic 
or natural worship of those early times. Müller, it is true, 
cites chiefly cases in which dyu was applied to the general 
brightness of the sky, made bright by the sun itself (4); but 
itis the habit of developing language to apply the same 
word toa cause and its effect; the cause, and especially 
when a distinct prominent object, as in this case, being sure 
to hav loaned its name to the effect, rather than the other 


way. With our perfect knowledge of the general preva-. 


lence of the sun-god worship, in the earlier times; with this 
new approach to that idea in the actual etymology; and 
with the rational certainty that the sun was the object in 
the heavens which must first hav fixed the wondering and 
worshipful attention of mankind, in the infancy of the race, 


(1) See Grieschisch Latienisches Elymologiscoes Worterbuch 
von Aloes Vanicek, Word, 3,4, var: DD. 892-3, 


(2,) There is a remarkably large number of the root words of 
the Hindoo-Germanic family of languages which mean 
both to pour forth, to enane, and to shine, and again to speak and 
uller, applying the same name to the several kinds of emission, 
or sending forth. 


(3.) Bee my index series of Univergological articles on the 
emanation doctrin, 


(4) Bee Science of Language Second Series ; Max Muller, pp, 


+ 


we hav a virtual demonstration that that which came, after- 
wards, in the spiritual sense, to be called and thought of as 
God, was no other, ag to the prior cosmical aspect of the sub- 
ject than the suu itself. > 

Or, if the difference be insisted on betweén the general 
brightness of the sky and the sun itself, in respect to this 
root Dyu and its derivativ Deus, then it would merely ap- 
pear that already the analogy of the difference between 
God the son (the effuigence, the word) and God the Father 
(the sun itself) had begun to be felt. : 

But in turning to the consideration of the Greek word here 
used, Theos (God), no such ambiguity occurs, and ‘We are 
clearly carried back to the analogy of God in his primitiv 
personality (God the Father), 

This Greek word is derived from the Hindoo-Germanic 
root-word Dha, through the secondary form Dhas (thes os 
the-os).. Such, at least, is the prevalent etymology. Dhas 
is, however, the smelting of two roots, dha and sp (spe, 
sep, sak) (5), Which enter into the composition of Zhe-sp is 
(dha sak), God-bespoken; but not into Zhe-os, God. 
Nor could so. primitiv a word as the name of the su- 
preme God, or primal over-ness or government of the 
world, be expected to be derived from a secondary and 
compound root. The God idea is not, therefore, the-prayed- 
to (a8 Vanicek givs it), a secondary and accidental idea; but 
is all contained in the single primal root-word dha, to put 
or make firm ; in & word, the firmament, or universal space; 
as Chronos, the other primal God-ides, was time, universal 
time; the Eternal, as the space-god was the Infinit. We 
are here, therefore, at the fountain head of theological, as 
we are of etymological ideas; and logically speaking, Theos 
and Chronos are prior to Sol, Jam-et-non-us, and Jas-us 
Kryst os; although, historically, it can hardly be doubted 
that the Sun-god doctrin was,in some way, the first to be 
formulated, (See what is said subsequently of the mean- 
ings of the names John and Jesus Christ). 


CANONICAL RECORD, 


4. In bim (the word, the utter- 
ance, the emanation] was Life; 


COSMICAL REOITAL. 


In the Solar Ray (the sun’s 
emanation) is the Life-produc- 
ing principle, the vivifying 
Heat; ; 

And this same principle is 
also the Light which shines 
upon the world, 

The.Light shines into the sur« 
rounding darkness; and inso 
far as the darkness does not 
fully receive and appropriate 
or assimilate the light, it re« 
mains darkness. 


And the life was the light of 
man. : 


5. And the light shineth in 
darkness, and the darkness 
eomprehended it not. , 


COMMENT. 


Little need be said in regard to the striking parallelism, 
here, of the two recitals. The statement in regard to the 
partial absorption of the light into the sphere of darkness is 
an allusion doubtless to the phenomena of color, ` eS 


COSMICAL RECITAL. OANONICAL RECORD. 


First, there is a dubious 6, There was a man sent from 
emanation sent forth from the God, whose name was John. 
Sun; which may be called Yes 
and No, a half-light, twilight, 
or twixt-light, i 

This comes as a preliminary 7. Tiesamecame for a wit- 
intimation, or witness of the ness, to bear witness of the 
coming light; Light (that all men through 
: him might believe). 

It is not the light (of day, 8. He was not that Light, but 
properly so called); but merely was sent to bear witness of that 
&n assurance that the light is Light. ‘ . 
about to appear. 

COMMENT, 


Yes and No (concurring with afirmativ light, the day, and 
negativ light or thé negation of light, the night) is a natural - 
and striking, if not the only possible original way of express- 
ing the idea of dubousness or vacillating unceriainty, the 
true character of the matutinal crepuscule, or twilight, which 
precedes the day. This terse expression, and. its meaning in 
this connection, as a dubious somewhat, sent before to an- - 
nounce what was to come, was subsequently and tradition. 
ally converted or transmuted into the idea of a personal 
being sent from God, as an usher, to announce the coming 
of another personage of a higher rank; and the phrase 
meaning Yes-and-No was molded by successiv mutations 
into the personal name which we call John. The current 
word for Yes, or Affirmation, occurring variously in our 
family of languages, isin Latin Jam, Jam, Etiam (German 
Ja, Yah, English, Yea and Yes.) For No or Negation, the 
Latin is Non, (German, Nein, English, Nay and No). The 
Latin ef means and, The Latin form for the name John is 
Johannes, which is only half-way changed from what we 
shall see was the primitiv form, in comparison with the 
greatly modified modern forms, French Jean, Spanish, Juan, 
English, John, etc. The original form was Jam-et-non ( Yes- 
and- No) with the subsequent addition of us or es, used in 
Latin as the personal ending. The prior series of modifica- 
tions (leading to the Latin proper name) when this term had 
been transmuted into a personal cognomen was then as fol- 
lows : 

Jam-et non us—(Jam, Ja, Jah, Joh.) 
Joh-a-non-es, 
Jo-han-nes, 


The loss of the vowel in non accounts for the doubling of 
the n, which is so peculiar as to call for some special solu- 
tion. The Greek form is Ioannes. The logs of the A indi - 
cates that the Latin form is the older one. Indeed, the 


formerly prevalent idea, that of those -two sister languages 

the Greek was older than the Latin, is now reversed among 

Glottologists, and the Latin is regarded as the more ancient, 
In this manner this coupling of opposit ideas which first 

occurred cosmically, in connection with the great governing 

en c REESE ETUR 
(6.) Yanicek, dha p, 376, and 4 sak p. 997, 


differences in Nature, between Light and Darkness, or 
between Day and Night, and which next appeared, by the 
feeling of an inherent analogy, in the equally fundamental 
metaphysical discrimination between Affirmation and Nega- 
tion, or the affirmativ and the negativ spheres of the Uni- 
versal Being, finaily occurs in the historical, theological, and 
dogmatic arena, as the name of a particular individual, who 
retains, in his character and office, by another stretch of 
analogy, the characteristics which belonged to the two 
former stages of the idea. Daphne and Dawn are allied 
words with Johannes and John, The clauses which I shall 
throw into parenthesis in the text of the canonical record 
are evidently, or such as are supposed to be, later additions; 
after the theological and religious treatment of the original 
recital had fairly begun. The ending of the. seventh verse, 
“ that all men through him might believe,” is obviously of 
this character. There ia nothing in the primitiv recital 
which relates to. belief, on anything by anybody. It is a 
mere treatis on natural facts. 

And so, with the process of time, Johannes or John 
became “a man sent from God,” instead of the morning 
twilight premising (or premonition-izing) the day. 


COSMIOAL RECITAL. CANONICAL RECORD. 


The Light so foretold and 
ushered in is the true Light; 


(of the Bun, itself.) which fully: 


illuminates the world. 


The darkness, as already 
stated, is not completely dis- 
relled by the sun’s rays; 


But every okject upon which 
they fall is illuminated by them 
and has a power to refiect them 
back; so that all such illumi- 
nated objects become secondary 
suns, or Sons of the Sun. 


And, now, this Solar” Ray. or 
radiation of Heat and Light, 


9. That was the true Light. 
which lighteth'every man that 
cometh into the worid. 


10. He was inthe world. and 
tne world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not. 

11. He came to his own, and 
his own received him not, 

12. But as many as received 
him to them gave he power to 
become the Sons of God. (Even 
to them which believe on his 
name.) 13. (which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God.) 

14 And the word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us, 


from the Sun undergoes an 
actual transformation into liv- 
ing substance or products; 
Even whiie we are contem. 
plating its resplendent glory, 


And we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten 


simply as one single sheaf of ef- of the Father; 
fulgent vays oulstreaming from 
the Sun itself. : 

And merely as full of warmth’ Full of grace and truth. 
and of its illuminating and . 
penetrating energy. 

COMMENT. 


In the twelfth verse, all who receive the Light are called 
the “Sons of God; but in the fourteenth and eighteenth 
verses we are introduced to the idea of an only begotten or 
single Son of God, as if excluding the idea of all others. 
This seeming contradiction is removed if we refer to the 
cosmical recital. The objects which receive the light of the 
sun and reflect it back, and thus become secondary sune, 
and sons of the sun, are many; but taking the whole out- 
streaming sheaf of the sun’s rays, its collectiv radiancy is 
one, and we hav another aspect of the subject. The single- 
ness of the idea is then adhered to. It is this latter concep- 
tion which is expressed by the name Jesus Christ (as will be 
subsequently explained); and this is the reason why he is 
called Only begotten; as he is also Son or Issue of the back- 


lying producent orb, which is 


COSMIOAL RECITAL, 


The twilight in advance of 
day had predicted all this; say- 
ing, as it worp: 

That which comes after me is 
to be ranked as before me; 

For it was, all the time, back 
of, that is to say. before me. 

And of the wonderfully be- 
nign influences of this Solar 
Radiance we all continually 
partake; bounty upon bounty. 

For, while the rigid discrim- 
ination of the Yes and No (of 
Day and Night, and, metaphys- 
ically, of the Affirmation and 

-Negation) comes from the Hard 
Geometrical, Line of the Horizon, 
which parts and rules them, the 
bounties of Nature and the true 
Visible Appearance of things 
are furnished by the Full and 
Half-full radiance of the Sun 
itself (6), 

Isay the full and half-full ra- 
diance; merely, for we do not 
and cannot actually see the Sun 
itself. No one has ever really 
seen the sun. The single collectiv 
sheaf of Solar Rays, which reste, 
for its basis, on the Sun’s sur- 
face (or bosom) manifests the 
Sun to us, 


the Cause, or FATHER. 


CANONICAL RECORD. 


15, John bare witness of him 
and cried, saying: 


He that cometh after me is 
preferred betore me; 
For he was before me. 


16, And of his fulness hav we 
all received, and grace for 
grace, 


17 For the law was given by 
Moses; (the context would lead 
us to expect John, instead of 
Moses); but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ, 


is. No man hath seen God at 
any time: The only begotten 
son which is in the bosom of 
the Father he hath declared 
him. 


COMMENT, 
The sudden and unexpected turn by. which Moses and 


Jesus Christ are here introduced (v. xvii), when the dis- 
course has previously related to John, is somewhat startling. 
Still more so is the fact that Moses seema, by the connec- 
tion, to be in some way identified with John; and Jesus 
Christ to ke contrasted with both these taken as one person- 
age. The solution of this identification of Moses and John 
is important, and profoundly interesting. They too hav, at 
bottom, the same origin ; or are, at bottom, or in respect to 
the cosmical recital, nearly the same. Moses is merely 


(6.) The full radjance of the completely risen sun ; the half 
full rising sun, 


another outcome of the great original diserimination of the 
Yes-and-No of universal things. Besides the Jam or Ja and 
the Non or No for Yes and No, there was another related 
primitiv pair of primitiv words, Ma and Na (more radically 
'M and 'N) having the same meaning. These forms were 
capable of being inverted, and so of becoming am and an 
(7); and the direct aud inverted forms might then be com- 
bined as Mam and Nan (for ma-am and na-an ) i 

Again, there are are quite diverse aspects of the phenom- 
ena of (morning) twilight. The one previously noticed 
is that of the diffusiv uncertain light of the morning, half 
day and half night, but with no sharp line of distinction 
between them; the other is that of the half risen sun stricken 
across by the line of the horizon; the light and the dark 
hemispheres of the orb rigorously sundered and defined. 
Both concur, however, in prophesying the full light of day. 
Johannes.or John was the undefined twilight; and hence, 
as & person, he was conceived of as a prophet, but not as a 
law-giver. Moses, on the other hand, was the exactified 
lay or law; the sharp edge of the horizon between the hemi- 
sphere above and the hemisphere beneath; aud hence the 
Defined Twilight; and the foundation-layer of all legal and 
intellectual; that is to say, of all exact distinctions. Moser, 
88 & person, was then both prophet and Jaw-giver. 

All the nations of antiquity had the widely-diffused and 
ingrained tradition of a great primitiv law-giver, whom 
each claimed as the founder of their social polity and the 
hero of the pure intellect, as contrasted with their physical 
heroes. All of these characters, it will now appear, were 
one and the same, and all go back for the origin of the 
abstract idea, and of their supposed personality, to the 
semblance of Law in the sharp, hard, exact, level line of 
the horizon, cutting the orb of day and furnishing the uni- 
versal type of law, precision, and legal severity, and 80, 
again, of pure intellection. These properties are then con- 


trasted with the diffusiv light and the gracious or pleasant. 


warmth of the radiance, at large, of the same orb. 

In the following list of word-forms for Yes-No; Afirma. 
tion, Negation, and their intermediate Limitation ; they 
three (being what Kant calls the factors of quality) lie at 
the fountain head of thought and being. The words within 
brackets are hypothetical intermediate forms, thus: 

YES. NO. 


Ma ('m, used for yes.) Na (n. Eng nay.) 

Am; (Lat. Gr. root, to be strong.) An (an, a—Sanskrit and 
affirmativ (8) Greek Privativ. 

Ma-am M Na-an } Lat. non; Ger. 

Mam ; em. Nan. f nein 

Mzxw-Now (Yes—No) Egyptian (9). 

[Mem-non-us. ] | 

{Mem-nen-es. | 

[Mem-n-es.] 

Menes, Egyptian founder. 

Minos, Greek, law-giver and founder, 

Manas, ? Hindoo, law-ziver and 

Menu or Manu. f founder. (10.) 

Mane, Latin for morning ; Latin, Nox; German, Nacht, 
Night, 

| Manesa.] 

[Mansa.] 

Mousa, 

Mosa, 

Moisa, 

Musa, Latin for the Muse of poetry and thought. 

Moszs, the Hebrew founder and law-giver. 

oo 
[From the National Reformer.] 


Sir J. D. Hay, Bart., M.P. x 


In the course of the election campaign at Wigton, this 
person, who holds a commission as Vice-Admiral in Her 
Majesty's navy, on July 21st, used words in reference to 
Mrs. Besant.and Mr. Bradlaugh which the Scotsman and 
Glassgow Herald refused to print, but which the editor of 
the Scotsman described as '* language so coarse that it could 
hav hardly dropped from a Yahoo.” 

On the 23d of July Mr. Bradlaugh wrote and sent the fol. 
lowing letter : 


l Greek for ths Muse of poetry and thought. 


«July 23, 1880. 

** Admiral Sir John D. Hay, Bart, Sir: I beg to ask you 
whether the report of vour speech in the Glassgow News of 
July 22d, and in the North British Daily Mail of July 22d is 
accurately given. I hope you hav been incorrectly report- 
ed, because your suggestion is so infamous, and your state- 
ment so untrue, that Í feel loth to believe that one whose 
rank and name favor the presumption that he has, during 
his life, at least come in contact with gentlemen, could hav 
been at the sams time so cowardly and so untruthful. 

“Yours obediently, (Signed) C. BRADLAUGH.” 


Having received no reply, although by a speech made on 
July 26th it was clear the letter had reached Sir. J, D. 
Hay, Mr. Bradlaugh on August 2d wrote as follows : 


: ** August 2, 1880. 

*t Admiral Sir John D. Hay, Bart, M. P., Sir: On the 23d 
July I wrote you with reference to a speech reported to hav 
been made by you in the course o? your election campaign, 
on the 21st July, and which speech, as reported in the North 
British Daily Mail and other journals of July 22d, contained 


(7.) The root ma means to mow. harvest, gather. whence. in 
idea. (orirather from the idea of) afirm-ativ mass or quantity, 
a heap. pile, mass; reality, exhuberance, the affirmativ mass, 
as contrasted with the negativity or absence of matter; ma and 
na, the matter and no matter of being, or affirmation and nega- 
tion, respectivly. But the further outworking of these ideas, 
and this contrast. belongs to the newest department of etymol- 
ogy. See my paper on “Ideological Etymology.” notice of. 
* Transactions of the American Philological Association, 1879.” 
“ Annex, Proceedings, at Newport, p. 4. 


(8.) Whence to strike hard, "to befall” or fall upon and “’ in- 
jure.” 

(9.) Vanicek; roots man; men, mon, pp. 660, 661. 

10.) Johnson's New Universal Oyclopedia. w.Menu or Manu. 
(gréat and small) as allied ideas to yes aad no; a slight further 
contribution to Ideological Etymology. 


some grossly foul and infamous suggestions against myself 
and a lady named in your speech, and this, though both of 
of us are strangers to you and neither directly or indirectly 
concerned in your election. I hav received no reply to mv 
letter, but from the report, in the Worth British Daily Mazi . 
and other journals of July 27th of a subsequent speech by 
you, I hav reason to suppose that you received my letter, 
and that you did deliver the speech of July 21st as reported. 
It is impossible the matter can rest in the present state, and 
unless, within three days, I hear satisfactorily from you I 
must place your original speech and copies of my letttera 
before the Speaker, whom I shall consult as to the proper 
means of bringing the matter before the House. I shall 
to-morrow forward a copy of this letter to Sir Stafford 
Northcote, to whom, as leader of the Conservativ party, I 
hav already sent a copy of your speech of July 21at. 
** Yours obediently, C. BRADLAUGE.” 

As the rules and orders of the House of Commons prevent 
the matter from being brought before the House, as the law 
affords no remedy, and. as Sir John D. Hay's age and Mr. 
Bradlaugh’s superior physical strength preclude the personal 
chastisement his cowardly falsehood merits, the above let- 
ters are submitted to the public, i 

The following letter was algo sent to Sir J. D. Hay : 


“OATLANDS, August 2, 1880. 

“To Vice-Admiral Sir J. D. Hay, M. P., Sir: A friend has 
sent me two papers, in one of which you, in the coarsest 
language, accuse me of conduct which would entitle Mr. 
Besant to a divorce, and in the other you admit the language 
and make a sort of clumsy apology. 2 

** You are aware that a ntan is not legally punishable for 
slander, however vile, provided he do not impute an 
indictable offense. There ia, however, a court of public 
opinion before which such slanderers may be brougbt. I 
shall be glad to know from you, first, whether you think it 
the act of a gentleman to accuse a woman who is a Stranger 
to you of adultery ; secondly, whether you consider it the 
act of a gentleman to make such an accusation without a 
shadow of evidence ; thirdly, whether you wili write to the 
papers which hay printed your cowaraly falsehood, admit- 
ting enn you slandered a woman who. had never injured 
you i 
“I see that you object to Mr. Bradlaugh characterizing 
your language as cowardly and untruthful. But would 
anyone, gave a coward, attack a woman who had never 
wronged him ? And if the statement be false, as it is, why 
should it not be stamped as untruthful? If Mr. Bradlaugh 
alleged that Lady Hay had been guilty of the same crime, 
would either you, or the gentleman implicated, hesitate to ' 
characterize the slanderer as a coward and a liar? Yet 
the aoougation would be as justifiable as the one you hav 
made, 

**L know that Christians and Tories care little for honor 
and truth when Radicals are to be injured, but I did not 
dream that an English officer could stain his lips with lan- 
guage so foul as you, unprovoked, hav used against myself, 
No apology can atone for the offense, but before taking any 
steps toward punishment, I wait to hear your excuse, 

“ Obediently, ANNIE BESANT.” 


To this no answer was sent up to August 11. 
——e 


A Defense of Mrs. Slenker. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav just 
read in your paper of August 28th an article signed A. M, 
in which Mrs. Slenker is criticised quite sharply for writing 
upon a “subject too delicate for a woman to touch,” 
namely ‘‘ Sexual Intemperance,” I hav not heretofore felt 
called upon to enter the list in this contest, not because I 
shrunk from any opprobrium which a discussion of the sub- 
ject might giv to me, but because of thinking Mrs. Slenker 
was equal to the work without my help; but if it hascome 
to this, that my sex is to be debarred the privilege of spcech 
or pen upon a subject which interests us almost beyond 
measuremeat, then, indeed, I must speak aloud. What, in- 
deed, do ** experta of the other sex" know more than my 
own sex of this subject which A, M, thinks so “unclean as 
to befoul the columns of a family paper.” 

Now, Mr. Editor, this cry of delicacy, this dictating to 
woman what it is proper for her to talk about, and threat- 
ening her with loss of “social s tatus,” if and if, is very dis- 
agreeable, but it does not frighten me in the least. 'l'he 
wrongs which woman has suffered, and is still suffering, 
because of ignorance upon this subject of the relations of 
the sexes is not longer to be tolerated. Is the relation of 
parent and child an obscene relation? Do husbands and 
wives commit acts that bring the blush of shame to their 
brows when discussed in regard to the physiological effects? 
Tf such is the case, what shall we do? If the laws of nature 
are vulgar and obscene, surely it is not strange that the 
effects of the use of the law should be obscene men and 
women. I cannot admit that the discussion of any subject 
relating to the physical health or the “law of population" is 
improper in even a family paper. I pity the father of the 
grown-up daughters who could not trust them with a treatis 
on sexual intemperance. I trust their innocence and ig- 
norance upon the relations of the sexes may not result in 
the doing of any act that shall cause that father to blush for 
them. * ; 

I wholly disagree with A. M.; on the contrary, believe 
and know that ‘‘ knowledge is called for" on this subject. I 
hope Mrs, Slenker will continue to write, and that her opin- 
ions may be met with arguments against her ideas if any 
there are, But let no man or woman presume to deny the 
right of woman to speak or write upon any subject of which 
she knows by bitter experience so much as ‘‘sexusl intem- 
perance,” 

A. M. seems quite disturbed by Mrs. Slenker'a use of the 
friend's language. Language is, I think, for the expression 
of thought, and though the pronoun thee might hav been 
used by Mrs. Slenker ungrammatically, she evidently made 
herself understood. Faithfully, Lucy N. COLMAN, 

August 28, 1880. 


re a ir ttc 


Never permit the most resolute curiosity, or the most 
friendly concern, to find the lowest depth of your character, 


Gain the reputation for reserve power by reserving it, 
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THE. HORNELLSVILLE CONVENTION. 


A Great Success in Spite of the 
Prayers Kindly Offered Up 
for its Failure: 


The Hornellsville Convention is a thing of history, and I 
hasten to send you these few impressions left upon ,my 
mind. 

It is only a short time since I cut the last tie that bound 
me to supernatural religion.. With Harriet Martineau, the 
happiest day of my life was whea I got through trying to 
save my soul, and found myself a free rover out upon the 
broad, bright, breezy common of the universe. 
to me a great and unspeakable joy to make the acquaintance 
of so many other free rovers and citizens of the world— 
noble men and women, who, weary asking of & God (who 
heeds not their prayers) to mend all are determined to 
do their level best to mend all themselvs ; who, having 
grown tired with lying and rotting by an old crumbling, 
decaying theological wharf, hav launched their barks 
bravely out upon the shoreless sea, and so are daily discov- 
ering some fresh island of beauty, wonder, and light. 

The church people of Hornellaville hav had a great fright. 
They hav acted very much like hens disturbed in their nests 
by a marauding fox. Though the ergs on which they are 
setting hav been this long time addled, still they make a 
great to do over them, The ministers said they would 
rather hav been visited by the yellow fever or cholera. 
Probably if their humane preference had been realized, 
they would hav been the first to flee the town. They. and 
their flocks assembled every night in their churches to pray 
away the black plague of Freethought that had come among 
them; while the Young Men’s Christian Association littered 
the streets with silly, lying tracts for our conversion and to 
act as an antidote to the poison of truth. 

But in spite of fears and prayers, ignorance and supersti- 
tion, liars and hypocrits, gods and devils, the Convention 
was a great success, 

From the opening to the closing the interest, enthusiasm, 
and delight rose higher‘and higher. At the close of every 
meeting men and women, whether acquainted or not, clasped 
each other by the hand to congratulate one another on their 
good fortune in being present to enjoy such a feast of wit. 
poetry, eloquence, and. intellectual and moral quickening. 

I never saw a more interesting assembly of people They 
were not remarkable for good looks, Most of their fore- 
heads looked as though somewhat overgrown, and sc 
spoiled that fair and placid symmetry you behold in the 
true orthodox face. You never mistake Mrs. Brown fo: 
Mrs. Smith, nor Mr. Jones for Mr. Gray, ss you do in ap 
orthodox assemblage. Every man and woman had a face 
and dress of their own, thus revealing the healthful influence 
of freedom of thought in the development.of individuality 
of perscnal appearance as well as of mental independence. 
I could'nt help being struck with the fact that there was not 
a single butterfly of fashiun in the whole crowd. Mrs. 
Tillotson was present in her bloomer costume bearing s 
somewhat extreme but still tender and brave protest against 
the curse and folly of abject slavery to fashion in dress. 
Every woman present was in herself the strongest argu- 
mest in favor of woman suffrage, by looking as noble, 
intelligent, and self-reliant as the men. 

This convention has made no great noise through the 
country, as there were no reporters present to give it the 
world for an audience, and the managers were too busy ti 
heed the prayers of various papers willing to report if 
furnished with a report. Still, many of the most remark- 
able men and women in America met together and beneath 

the inspiration of the occasion vowed by the eternal Right 
' that truth shall yet triumph over error; the church yet b: 
wholly separated from the state; every child born into the 
world h&v a chance to grow in the sunlight of truth ; th: 
gloomy caverns of superstition be destroyed ; universa! 
mental liberty be assured to all; the constitution of this 
republic be vindicated ; woman be made free and equa: 
with man, and the immortal Declaration of Independence 
be carried out in the economy of'our government, so tha! 
this government for the people and by the people may noi 
perish from the earth. The church may pretend that the 
principles of the Liberal League are the fancies of brain 
sick fools bent upon destroying the foundations of truth, 
morality, and happiness, but the day is not far distant wher 
they shall find that while they hav slept we hav under- 
mined their fortifications and captured their every defense. 
The results of this convention will not be seen to-day no) 
to-morrow, but a to-morrow shall come when upon its plat- 
form shall stand the men and women who will rule the 
world, not by power but by love and wisdom greater than 
that of all the Gods and Bibles, . 

One of the striking things about the convention has beep 
its entire harmony and good-fellowship, though about equally 
divided between Spiritualists and Materialists, so called 
Though the speakers were about equally divided, each 
address seemed to be the complement of all the others, Al) 
showed that they were true children of the liberal heart as 
‘well as of the free mind, Dr, T. L. Brown, of Binghamton, 
gracefully presided and meted out impartial justice to all 
The motto of the President, which he brought with him 
and had hung above his head, is ‘‘Damn others ag you 
would Jiked to be damned yourself," and so not desirous 
at all of being damned himself he damned no one, Hi 
happy introduction to the speakers, and unbroken good 
nature and mirthtulness contributed much tothe enjoyment 
ofthe occasion. His opening address was an able ano 
piquant presentation of the superiority of knowledge over 
belief in decreasing the sum of human suffering and in- 
creasing that of its joy, 


——t———— 


It has been. 


Mr. Lyman C. Howe, Mies C. Fanny Allyn, and Mrs. 
Amelia H. Colby spoke for the Spiritual side iu part, while 
the remaiving speakers were content with one world at & 
time. Mr. Howe is an earnest and forceful spe»ker, and 
also & man of fervent and clear moral perceptions, He 
seems to be a little nearer the old interpretation of the uni- 
verse than the other speakers, as he was the only one who 
prefaced his address with an invocation to a conscious power 
outside of him. Bo our Convention was redeemed in the 
sight of the orthodox by one prayer. 

Miss Allyn is a prodigy of fluency. Her addresses lacked 
the mental consistency and logical sequence of those that are 
thoroughly prepared and thought out before hand. Still 
this was atoned for by an increase of fervor and passion. 
Her intellect is quick, flery, and versatile. She would hav 
made a grand success on thestage. In her most startling end 
impassioned utterances there is a beauty and grace of sin- 
cerity and naturalness that charms all. Her power to im- 
provise is a rare gift of genius for which I intend to honor 
her instead of any ministering spirits. To those unac- 
quainted with this power in the history of genius her ability 
to put into verse her thoughts on the moment upon subjects 
presented to her from the audience dazzles and confounds 
the judgment. While Miss Allyn believes in Spiritualism, 
she never dogmatizes nor Crowds it upon the attention of 
any one. Mrs. Colby is the complete complement of Miss 
Allyn. Her presence is majestic and commanding. The 
poise of her head with every feature revealed a majestic and 
imperial mind. Whatever may be the source of her power, 
I cannot but admire and be thankful for the presence among 
us of such a storm and tempest of thought. Her audacity 
takes away the breath almost of ordinary people. In refer- 
ring in one of her addresses to the political situation she 
trod so hard upon the toes of some of the partisans in the 
audience they forgot themselvs and hissed; but she thanked 
them for scknowledging that they were hit, and passed on 
to hit somebody else. Her logic sometimes limps, and occa- 
sionally she begs the question with an assumption. Still 
these are oniy as a few dead limbs upon the great all- 
powerful stream of passion, sarcasm, and eloquence with 
which she bears the freighted vessels of thought to every 
mind. Icare not whether she speaks from her own splendid 
intellectual and moral power or by the help of the spirits 
I am only too thankful to know that wherever she goes 
she cannot help but do much to purify the dead calm of 
ignorance and faith. 

Mrs, Lucy Colman and Miss Marion Slusser were the 
nly other feminin speakers, and they did not try to lift 

he veil that hangs between this life and any. possible future. 
Mrs Colman looks as though she could be a mother to the 
whole world, and all her time and talent was given to make 
some one else glad, while Miss Slusser tried to show us how 
rich and beautiful this pre-ent life is and worth the living 
even if death be the dream!ess sleep of eternal rest. Her 
iddrésS was as chaste as snow, as clear as crystal, and as 
»eautiful as a lily. 

Mr. Burnham from Michigan was a strong force in the 
Convention. His masterly argument against the idea that 
there is design in the universe was unanswerable, He 
wields the hammer of the iconoclast and the idols of super- 
stition receive no mercy from him. One of the speakers ip 
the Convention was a surprise party. He came professing 
to be a Christian evangelist, sent to convert us to the tru: 
faith and so we all came out, to be led back as meek ar 
tambs to the fold. He was a dapper little gentleman with a 
very round and small head, neatly dressed, and with gloves 

m and wearing a cane as though he had been put up in a 


-band box and sent to us for the occasion directly from the 


Young Men's Christian Association. If he had been pri- 
vided with a psir of eye glasses to balance occesionally on 
he bridge of bis nose and parted his hair just a little nearer 
he middle nothing would hav been wanting in his personal 
appearance. . He commenced trying to feed us taffy by an- 
aouncing himself as a Freethinker. His discourse was madi 
up principally of driviling trivialities which are not wortb 
noticing. For a time we all supposed him to be à member 
of that Protestant Jesuit Society, better known as the 
Young Men's Christian Association when all at once he 
vegan to cali. Luther a scoundrel and arch-fiend and then 
he stood revealed as a Jesuit of the Catholic order, who had 
come to lead us back to the gloomy cloisters and chambers of 
the inquisition of Rome. It was a comedy from the begin- 
ning, but from that time on it was a screaming farce, Par- 
ker Pillsbury was appointed to do the butchering, and one 
or two little stories slipped in between the lines of & care 
fully prepared discourse did the whole business so gently 
and carefully that that the poor little fellow actually 
enjoyed it and smiled like Isaac beneath the sacrificial 
knife. This grand veteran of anti-slavery days, though 
somewhat scared with former battles is still young for lib- 
erty, and his presence with us aloae ought to wake th« 
slumbering conscience of the American people to the fac 
‘hat ours is the cause of justice, humanity, and liberty. 
Elizur Wright was also with us and spoke as clear and 
strong words in behalf of universal mental liberty as he was 
wont to long since for universa) physical liberty. And is 
it not a sure omen of victory that his white locks are found 
marking, like the white plume of Henry of Navarre, the 
place were the conflict rages the thickest. 

His gifted daughter Ellen entertained the Convention 
with her character delineations, Hsr power to change her 
whole appearance and to sink herself into the personality 
f the characters impersonated is truly marvelous, She is 
à host in herself, and all who saw and heard her were more 
thun delighted. 

Sunday evening we enjoyed a grand and comprehensiv 
discourse from T. B. Wakeman on “The Church of the 
World." While somewhat dull to some of the dull minds 


who had straggled in, it was in breadth of vision and per- 
-ect grasp of all that religion, Christ, Bible, God, and man 


hav two hundred Liberal Leagues. 


mean, Or can mean, the grandest discourse delivered during 

the Convention. Mr. Wakeman is evidently a perfect 
master of the situation, and would shed the clear light of 
truth on the fallacies of such a masterly sophist as Joseph 
Cook. His discourse should be printed, for it is one of the 
best contributions ever made to religious thought. Much 
such work needs to be done before the true church of hu- 
manity will be placed upon its enduring foundations to 
stand for the rights and joys of all; to wing the ‘truths of 
science With the bright plumes of poetry and romance; to 

substitute theology, the barbarian’s interpretation of 
the universe, with science, the interpretation. of the civil-. 
ized man; to teach men to be content with the knowable; 

to giv his reverence and trust to invariable Jaw instead of 
to the arbitrary and changing wil! of a Creator; to conse- 
crate his devotion to suffering human flesh avd blood in- 
stead of to aphantom; to look upon this world and its 
truth, its love, goodness, and beauty as an end worthy of all - 
his devotion instead of singing such doleful songs as 


* Oh tell me no more 
Of this world’s vain show.” 


Of course the grand event of all was the lecture of' 
Col. Robert G. Ingersoll. He is the sun about which all 
the others revolved. He is the splendid child of genius 
who shines in his own light, giviog to all, but borrowing 
from none. His lecture was a tragedy and comedy, a min- 
gling of laughter and tears, of passion and gentleness, of 
eloquence, and wit, humor, and pathos. He spoke for two 
hours and a half without losing the interest and control of 
the audience for & single moment. 

Many thanks are due from the Liberals of the country to 
H. J. Green, the indefatigable worker without whom there | 
would hav been no Convention. 

The Liberal Leagues ought to arrange to employ Mr, 
Green on a salary, Our work is first a labor of love. We 
must teach and agitaie, destroy and build. We ought to 
erganiz3 Liberal Leagues or clubs in every city, town, vil- 
lage, and country school district and scatter Liberal tracts 
and pamphlets as thick as leaves in autumn. We ought 
also to hav a lecture bureau to assist speakers in getting be- 
fore the Liberal public. No man could do this so well as 
H. L. Green. He ought te be paid a regular salary. We 
Suppose each League 
should pledge itself to pay $6.00 a year and employ his 
whole time to work in this field. 1 believe that it would be 
the very best thing that could be done now for the League 
movement. 

In conclusion, I should like to express my unbounded 
satisfaction with the Liberal people of the country. I was 
warned by many that I was going among a bad set ; that . 
hey were wild and extreme, most of them Freelovers and 
Socialists. I hav attended Methodist and Unitarian con- 
ventions, but I never met a better, more intelligent, appre- 
ejativ, and sympathetic body of men and women. Those 
who associate Freelove and licentiousness with Liberalism 
should be treated wiih the scorn and contempt of every 
brave and thoughtful man and woman. 

We are told that we Liberals and Infidels are all going to 
hell together. Now, since I hav become acquainted with 
these people, I hav made up my mind that while heaven 
may hav the advantage of a good climate, hell will hav 
at least the best society; and as Iam rather fond of warm 
weather, I will take the good society and risk the climate 
for the sake of the company. 

` Laying aside joking, these conventions do great good by 
bringing so many splendid men and women together of like 
«hought and purpose in life. The human heart craves com- 
panionship with those who can sympathize with our ideas 
and emotions. In such meetings these desires are fulfilled. 
We find that we are not alone, but that there are thousands 
upon thousands who hav abandoned theology.as the base- 
less fabric of a dream consecrating themselvs to the service 
of reason and ecience as the only light-givers resolving 
through honor or dishonor, poverty or wealth, to eeek only 
what is true and do only what is right. Solam glad that 
through the kind and generous offer of Dr. Shattuck of the 
free use of his magnificent Opera House that the Convention 
is to meet again at the same place. n 

With many pleasant memories and profound gratitude 
for the good I hav received from the past one, I shall look 
forward with anticipations of renewed pleasure, more — 
abounding joy, and larger usefulness to the coming one in 
the month of September, 1881. GEORGE CHAINEY. 


CORROBORATIV TESTIMONY. 


To THE EDITOR OF Tak TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: As I was 
at the Hornellsville Convention I should like to say a few 
words about it. My duties at the T:uth Secker Bookstore, 
in the vestibule of the Shattuck Opera House, prevented my 
hearing the many eloquent addresses made, so I can only 
speak of what I saw and heard outside, 

Several of the prominent Liberals who were expected to 
be present were Conspicuous by their absence, but the num- 
ber present filled the time pleasantly and profitably, judging 
by the happy faces and enthusiastic exclamations of the 
intelligent looking Infidels as they poured forth from the 
doors of the theater at the close of each session. Mapy in- 
quiries were made about Bennett, Mendum, Seaver, Mrs. 
Sienker, Bell, Jamieson, Bradlaugh, and others, by their 
numerous admirers, and much disappointment was mani- 
fested at their absence. It was hoped that the Convention 


-would be a grand reunion of the representativ Freethinkers 


of the country, and such it was to a certain extent. But 
nothing is perfect, and the Convention was as near perfec- 
tion as ought to be expected, ; 
The good Christians of Hornellsville exerted themselvs to 
the utmost to destroy tbe influence of the Convention, but 
their weapons were old and blunt, their God was deaf to . 
their prayers, and thelr mode of warfare betrayed the mis- 
erable weakness of their forces, The old lie about Paine 
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submitting the manuscript ^f his ' Age of Resson” to 
‘Franklin for his opinian was revamped and circulated in 
tract form by a pious ice cream peddler ; and pot withstand- 
ing the well-known fact-that Franklin died Yong before 
Paine wrote the first part of that great epitome of Infidelity, 
the tracts were distributed with as much brazen effrontery 


as if their contents were not self-evident falsehoods and their 


distributors not shameless hypocrits. That masterly com- 


bination of profound ignorance and pueril assumptions 


known as *‘ Thurlow Weed’s Letter on Ingersoll" was also 


freely circulated, furnishing food for mirth to those into 
When it was found that Christian 
tracts were being distributed at the door of the Opera 
House it was proposed to retaliate by distributing Liberal 
tracts throughout the town ; but when the nature of -the 


whose hands it fell. 


tracts was discovered, every facility was afforded for their 
thorough distribution, and no antidote was deemed neces. 


rary, as their childish blunders and silly lies were apparent 


to even the most superficial reader. 

Judging by the comments of those who thronged the ves- 
‘tibule between the sessions, next to Ingersol, the Rev. 
George Chainey, our latest accession from the Christian 
ranks, made the greatest impression on the minds of the 
audience, Indeed many said that could he dispense with 
notes during his address, his power over an audience would 
equal that of Ingersoll. An Episcopal lady who had the 

' Gourage to hear one of his discourses was heard to exclaim, 
_ *' What a pity ! what a pity ! what a pity that you hav fal. 
, len from grace, when you might hav accomplished so much 
good in the world!” Mr, Caainey is an eloquent speaker, 
and combines a ready flow of good ideas with a marvelous 
command of words in which to dress thena, The cause of 
Freethought has gained a stalwart warrior in Mr. Chainey; 
and the cause of Christ has reason to mourn. 
‘A, J, THOMAS. 
— 9 —  —— —— 


Bushwhacking. 


` To.rHE EDITOR or TuE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir; In my 


last letter I promised to take up next the alleged political 
*' Bourbonism ” of the Democratic party. That the good of 


our whole country in the long run called upon us as patriots 
in the highest sense of the word to support Gen. Hancock 
That subject rises immeasur- 
ably above the Comstock laws, important as they are. I hav 
used them merely as à suitable means of introducing to the 


was the point to be shown. 


Liberals the main issues of the canvass, : 


Mr. Busb, however, does not wait for the end of the 

story, but in your last issue strikes in medias res with a long 

_ letter of underbrush which will be forgotten and lose all 

i Clearing up 
! is ail. that Mr. Bush needs as to persons, state and federal 
rights, and indeed generally everything connected with the 
He is in a state of obfuscation the reverse of de- 
To begin witb, he is a Buttercup in regard to his 
persone, he has ‘‘ mixed those children up,” A large part of 
his letter is occupied in trying to cipher out some incon- 
Bistencies in ** Mr. Wakeman’s " utterances about the Com- 
stock laws, and especially between Ais speech at Faneuil 


possible interest unless it is cleared up at once. 
subject, 


lightiul, 


Hall and Ads address to the jury on Mr. Bennctt’s trial. 
Now if this personal matter was worth referring to at ali 


(as it was not), it was worth finding out and stating the 
If Mr. Bush had looked at the speeches he 
quoted from, he would hav seen that the Faneuil Hail 
speech was made by T. B. Wakeman, Aug. 1, 1878, and 


truth about it. 


that the address to the jury in the Bennett trial was in May, 
1879, by Abram Wakeman. 


entirely independent of each other and for entirely different 


purposes, and that one person and address should not be 


taken for the other. . 


This confusion of Mr. Bush may justify a few words of 


personal explanation, 


Abram Wakeman was the 8ole counsel for the defendant 


in the Bennett case. His name only appears on the record 
and the appeal book. The insertion of my name after my 


brother's in the beginning of Mr. Bennett’s report was a 


mistake. I took no part in the trial because I thought it 
would be indelicate after what I had said publicly on the 
matter, and would professionally limit my freedom of criti- 
cism afterward, My brother is often employed solely as 
counsel in cases in this way In such cases neither Mr. J. 
J. Latting nor myelf, his office partners, are in any way re- 
sponsikle. Nor were we in this case. I made several sug- 
gestions during the trial, of which some were adopted and 
others not. The sole responsibility rested upon the counsel, 
who accepted it, and did his best under the circumstances. 

Instead of being ‘‘two in one,” as Mr. Bush supposes, my 
brother and I are about as different as two brothere cae be, 
and we agree to differ, He adheres to the traditions of his 
fathers in religion, and to the Republican party in politics, 
As to the party—habit and gratitude may hav something to 
do, for he held offices under that party for years as Con- 
gressman, Post-master of New York, Surveyor of the Port, 
etc., 80 they call him ‘‘ Hon.” Some people address me in 
the same way, but mistakenly, for I hav never held office at 
all. He seems to think that no gentleman changes his relig- 
ion or politics—I think one may to get higher snd clearer. 
Ido not adhere to exploded traditions in religion, nor to the 
mission-performed Republican party. I am a Constructiv 
Liberal as to one, an independent voter as to the other, 
although for twenty years (beginning with Fremont), when 
the tate of the Union seemed to depend upon it, I voted the 
Republican ticket without a ecratch or a murmur. 

Nor as to the Comstock laws has there been any con. 
certed action between us. He never knew what I would 
say or had said at Faneuil Hall until it was priated, nor did 
I hav anything to do with the jury speech in the Bennett 
gase ; he and not I corrected the published report, 


He should hav inferred that 
they were two diiterent persons ; that their addresses were 


But Mr. Bush is under still worse confusion in supposing 
that thosé speeches are inconsistent with themselvs or with 
each other. My brother, as a lawyer, independen!ly arrived 


of this legislation. I, who know him best, feel confidence 
in his opinion, for there are few in the United States more 
competent to form a correct conclusion on such a subject. 

Now, as te myself, Mr. Bust undertakes to make me in- 
dorse all of the recent Comstock state legislation in Massa- 
chusetts, but I do not, and did not. In the Faneuil Hall 
speech I said: “You hav long-standing and suficient laws 
on the whole subject in Massachusetts, and if Mr. Hey wood 
had been found guilty under them I should hav left- the 
matter to you as her citizens, I should never hav come 
here to enter & protest." : 

This is no indorsement of the Comstock laws since surrep- 
titiously (as I nm told) passed in Massachusstts. I had ex- 
amined the old statutes of that state as to obscenity, etc., 
and knew whereof I spoke. I never said that the state 
Comstock law was a “‘ proper statute," nor did my brother, 
to my knowledge. How far my brother (now in Colorado) 
really approves of the New York state Comstock laws I do 
not know. Iam not resporsible for.any expressions look- 
ing that, way in his Benuett jury address, if such there -are; 
but there are no expressions which go to the extent claimed, 
His (my brother's) point was to show.the jury that after the 
state of New York had given Jaws, a Bociety, and an agent 
to punish Mr, Bennett for the alleged offense committed 
within her own borders, the matter should be left to them, 
and that the trick and device through the post-office to get 
the United States to interfere was not in good faith and not 
to bə encouraged by a conviction of Bennett, He therefore 
properly enlarged upon the extent of those state laws and 
society and the good that had been done by them, which has 
béen often admitted even by Mr. Bennett. But he i8 care- 
ful to say that '' there is a diversity of opinion as to the pro- 


priety of such legislation." ‘‘ Your representative,” he said,. 


“havy made this law, hav incorporated this Society,” and he 
thinks with good purpose and intent, and he wishes them, 
since the duty is placed in their hands, God speed, and he 
is not there to find fault with that Society, etc. 

Of course he was not there to ‘‘fiod fault with that Soci- 
ety,” but to useit to get Mr, Bennett justice, if possible; and 
he sailed just as close to the wind as he could to get the 
benefit of the state laws and society without really admitting 
their legality or even their propriety, 

That was the proper position for ekilful counsel to take, 


good that had been done under it. 


and what they were about. 


confusion is more lamentuble, because the subject is more 
important. Anywhere we take him we hav fog; for in- 
stance : 


late " commerce, it must hav to regulate the meaning of 
mailed matter. I showed that the power to regulate com- 
merce was for general governmental purposes and had 
always been used as such from the first Congress down, 
But that the power to establish post-offices was a power for 
& special object, and did not include regulation of meaning 
of mailed matter for governmental purposes, and that Con- 
gress had never 80 acted or supposed until enlightened by 
Comstock after one hundred years. He replies, ‘ Under that 
rule, Congress has no right to fix the rates of postage, nor 
regulate the transmission of mailable matter.” Certainly 
this don’t follow, The right to use and regulate the post- 
offices for all postal purposes has never been dispüted. But 
the right snd power to use them for ulterior and general 
governmental purposes is another matter and givs us at once 
a Censorship, abridgment of the freedom of the press, and 
the spy and espionage systems. None but a Republican 
would fail to see this distinction. a 

Again, Mr, Bush seems to think that because, as we all 
know, the colonies never were states before the Constitu- 
tion and so could not hav had post-offices as such, and be- 
Cause since the adoption of the Constitution, Congress has 
passed laws to ''regulate the post-office establishment,” 
therefore, it has power to regulate it for non-postal pur- 
poses, But there is nothing in this idea simply because the 
regulation has always been limited to postal purposes, as 
above remarked. : 

Agajá, Mr. Bush says, ‘‘ Mr. Wakeman knows that there 
is a general knowledge among men as to what is and what is 
not obscene.” He then with his usual confusion attributes 
to me what counsel quoted from Lord Lyndhurst, ano 
tried to use as a definition on the Bennett trial. In attribut- 
ing to me this *' general knowledge” Mr. Bush is too gener- 
ous, I hav tried to find such general knowledge, bat with 
poor result. Asa good example, take this: On this very 
Bennett trial 1 handed up to counsel a definition of ob. 
scenity which I had prepared with great research and care. 
The counsel shook his head and said, ‘No, that isn't it. 
It is safer to stick to Lord Lyndhurst.” But to the dismay 
of the defense the court had also fished up a definition of its 
own, broad enough to condemn nearly everything from the 
Vedic hymus down to the morning Herald, Tae counsel 
argued and protested, but the court sent its definition fo the 
jury as the law embodying the ''general knowledge ". of 
mankind. This isthe kind of knowledge which is visible 
only ‘as fog, yet Mr. Bush would leave this fog to the poai- 
masters to determin and act upon at ‘‘the cffice of delivery!” 
Need I say more ? y 

Again Mr. Bush is in utter confusion as to the difference 
and danger between the United States and the state laws on 
this whole subject. He seems to think that because the 


but he let slip no word that actually committed him to that 
legislation, although praising, as Mr, Bennett has done, the 


But this botheration about persons and their speeches ta 
the merest trivial bushwhacking, only if Mr. Bush does go 
into it he ought to be correct and know his persons apart, 


But when Mr, Bush gets nearer to the real subject his 


He argued that because Congress had power to ''regu- 


states can punish obscenity; lotteries, and frauds, therefore 
it is just as innocent and constitutional for the general gov- 
ernment to do it through pos'-office trickery. 

at similar conclusions with myself as to the constitutionality |. 


This difference has been gone over repeatedly, but Mr. 
Bush is as innocent as on the '*first.day " The common Jaw 
regulates: The jury trial by. peers of the vicinage. The 
accusation only before a greud jury bound to secrecy. 
The arrest without warrant only in case of injury to person 
or property, these are stricken down, Instead of them we 
hav a censorship of the press before pubiication by a thou- 
sand postmasters and special agents, utterly irresponsible, 
except to Gad. The espionage and spy systems as a regular 
part of the U. S. service and arrests practically without a 
warrant, much less an indictment ; accusation without a 
grand jury, and a trial in a court and under rulings so con- 
stitu ed and prearranged that the "agent" is sure to convict. 
All this and much more is done to effect what any state, 
police, or sessions court can do. The result is a precedent 
that if followed utterly abolishes the distinction between 
the states and the general government in all criminal juris- 
diction. . 

This brings up another topic a8 to which Mr. Bush seems 
to delight to illustrate his confusion, viz , ‘‘ state rights." He 
seems to think that I am a fanatic on that subject. Noth- 
ing is further from the truth, as my letter in the last TRUTH 
SEEKER will show. I hold to the old orthodox Jeffersonian 
position as there quoted, and to which I beg prayerful 
attention. The powers, righis, and duties of the states and 
of the general government are balanced in the Constitution, 
and when that balance is overthrown the republic ends. 
Upon one side of that safe and solid middle ground the 
nullifiers and secessionists hav arisen and tried to overthrow 
it-by war. On the other side the monarchia] and imperial 
Federalists are trying to consolidate all possible power into 
a strong general government with a ‘‘strong man at its head. 
They speak of the general government as ‘‘the nation,” 
forgetting that the states are a part of the nation as well, 
and that there is no nation except Æ Pluribus Unum. 
But I must not repeat my last letter. There are in short 
but three positions on this subject, the Seceesionist, the 
Democratic, and the Empire. Mr. Bush in his horror at 
the first is going to the latter extreme. The middle, or 
democratic, ground only is safe. 

As to the question whether half of the fines and penalties 
under the U, B. laws go to the informer, I hav not the 
statues at hand now to review the matter, but Mr, Bush 
does not convince me that the statute I quoted does not 
apply because these and all fines are by another statute 
made part of the revenue. It is admitted that half of the 
fines under the state laws go to the informer. If the section 
I quoted from the U. B, laws does not apply—that is a small 
matter in relation to the whole subject—except to show that 
I was half way mistaken in sayiog that half of all of the 
fines, etc., went to the informer. If I was misled it was by 
the words of the statute I quoted, and I wiil acknowledge 
the error when discovered— '' honor bright.” pre 

The important fact is that Mr. Bush does not dispute 
any of the remarkable quotations from the statutes by 
which it was proved that the United States mails and their 
contents are at the mercy of the United Siates officials. 
He merely tries to show that in the Bennett case Comstock 
did not hav the aid of the post-office people to do all the 
wickedness he might hav done, This is confusion sgain, 
for I expressly said that these most dangerous powers were 
not used because the post-office cfücialu were mostly fair 
and decent men, and will not yet submit to Comstock and 
the influences that sustain him. This L know to be tho fact 
in New York and elsewhere, But wait until "this issue” 
has been decided in favor of theocracy by the election of 
Garfield! When that ** dear brother in the Lord” is at the 
head of a strong government how long will these undis- 
pu'ed powers remain unused? How long will the officials 
hold out? 


Lastly, Mr. Bush seems to think that those who oppose 


decisions to which he thinks we ought to submit at once. 
Will it do for Liberals to accept the decisions of those courts 
or of any court as final on moral, religious, or political ques- 
tions ? 

In the Faneuil Hall speech I showed that au appeal has 
been taken again and again to Congress and the people from 
those courts and been carried, and it must be csrried 
again. That is the whole object of Mr, Bennett’s pro- 
test, We know the decisions as well as Mr. Bush, and that 
it is useless to go before these courts, The object o? Mr. 
Bennett in suffering his prosecution was to hav these facts 
known and these laws illustrated. At the trial no time or 
effcrt was wasted upon the question of the unconstitutional- 
ity of the law. That was a foregone conclusion thera, and 
upon any appeal that could hav been taken. The appeal 
was really to the prese, to the people, and especially to Lib- 
erals, to understand this question, and prepare to secure an 
inviolable mail, the right of publication without previous 
censorship of any kind, and the accusation and punishment 
for any abuse of that right by a grand and petit jury only 
and in the common law courts. . ( 
Will they listen to this appeal, or allow their most pre- 
cious rights and liberties to be filched by the ‘‘agents” of 
God? They refused to follow Mr. Abbot, and I hope they 
will now refuse to follow Mr. Bush to the same conclusion 
Indeed he goes far beyond Mr, Abbot, T. B. WAKEMAN. 
New York, Sep. 4, 1880. 


Personal. 


Betore I return to Evansville I hav yet some spare time to 
devote to lecturing in the state of New York, Address me 
care of TRUTH BEREER Office, 

GEORGE CHAINEY. 


these United States laws are ignorant of the United States, 


290 


The Truth Seeker, September 11, 1880. 


To Mrs. R. E. Munsore 


[WHO HAD ASKED FOR SOME POETRY] | 


BY 0, M. OYERTON. 


Yes, they speak and I do hear it, 
This they speak, or something near it; 
Thou hast said, and I believe thee, 
T hav something now to giv thee; 
So I giv in full fruition, : 
Bimple word of recognition. 
Words are cheap. yet hearts hav broken 
That a word has not been spoken; 
Words are cheap, yet men are dying 
O’er acold and hard denying, 
Should we speak what might be given. 
Sorrowing earth were changed to heaven, 
Now we walk a world of dangers, 
Mute like unrelated strangers 
Frozen stiff, yet hearts are bleeding 
For one word the soul is needing. 
Words are cheap; while man is dying, 
From a cold and hard denying. 
Thou hast asked and I will giv it, 
If thou wilt deign to receive it. 
Little gift to thee I proffer; 
Nay, ’tis great, my all I offer; 
But I giv to all that’s human, 
Giv alike to man and woman; 
. Nota soul, howe’er degraded. 

. Not asoul 80 sunk and shaded, 
But I glv in full fruition. 
Kindly word of recognition, 
Would'st thou share this gift so common ? 
Share my gift with all that’s human ? 
Take the word, my gift so royal. 
Keep it in a spirit loyal; 
Send it on ita glorious mission, 
Bid it take its true position ; 
Word 80 broad that n*ne can span it, 
Weal'h that shall redeem a planet. 
Now I giv in full fruition. 
This small word of recognition; 
Gift so great earth needs no other, 
Bister soul, I am "thy brother." 

— mm 


NEARLY all the leading English philologists 
are either Vice-Presidents or members of the 
committee of the English Spelling Reform As- 


sociation. 
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ture is worth the price of the book. Price, 25 
cents. For saleby D. M. BE , 

141 Eighth street, New York. 


LADIES!! 


" SALEM, OR., July 17, 1880. 
G'S. H. Preston, Dear Sir: Please rend me by 
express, C. O, D., to Portland. Or.. $100,00 (one 
hundred dollars) worth of that " Oomstock ” 
Syringe. I mean business, 
" Dg, MARY SOLANDER,” 


Only sixteen had been sold when 


i COMSTOOK 


set out to suppress it. Now orders come as 
above. Grand jurymen buv it for their wives. 
It is SIMPLE, BAFE, INFALLIBLY RELIABLE, nec. 
essary to HEALTH 8nd personal purity, and is 
pronounced by patients and physicians to be 
the greatest 


GODSEND TO THE SEX 


gotten up in this generation. Sent securely 
boxed, with private instructions for special use. 
Confldentia! terms to agents, Prica $500; im- 
proved, $10.00. Address SAM. H. PRESTON. 
132 209 West 34th st., New York. 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
re containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 

.98. 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr. ingorgoll has made against the Pentateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 
puis that hav been surreptitiously issued are 

neorreet, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
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Onarles Fourier. the philosopher of passional 
harmony and ¢o-operativ association ; Herbert 
Spencer, a review of his theories of evolution 
and of morals; Earnst Haeckel, the demon- 
strator of the doctrin of evolution; Auguate 
Comte. founder of the Positive philosophy and 
pontiff of the " Religion of Humanity ;” and an 
essay on the authorship of Junius, as a sequel 
to the critique on Thomas Paine, : 

This volume consists. of 384 DD., 12 mo, and. ig 
illustrated by portraits of each of the eight 
great thinkers, and opens with an introduction 
from the pen of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll. | ` 

Oloth, $1,50. Sold at this office, 


NOTICE TO: THE PUBLIC. 


. Wasuineron, D. O.. July 19, 1880, 

I wish to notify the public that a Mr, Baldwin, 
of Chicago, also Rhodes & MeOlure, of the same 
place, are publisning pamphlet editions of my 
lectures. All the lectures published by them 
are grossly inaceurate—filled with mistakes, 
horrihly printed. and outrageously unjust to 
me. These men are simple literary thieves and 
pirates, and are obtaining money from the pub- 
lie under false pretenses. I take this course to 
warn the public that these publications are 
fraudulent. The only correct copies of my lec- 
tures are published by C. P, Farrell. All others 
are published by peovie who are willing to steal 
from me.and defraud the public vender. These 
wretches hav published one lecture under four 
titles, and several others under two or three, 

3m31 R. G. INGERSOLL. 


All of C, P, Farreli’s editions of Col, Inger- 
8oll's Works, and none others. are sold at this 
office. D. M. BENNETT. 


The Gods and Religions 
of Ancient and Modern 
Times. 


In Two Large Ootavo Volumes, 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 


By D. M. BENNETT, 


Volume I. treats principally on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume IL givsafull 
description of the Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. An interesting and instruc- 
tiv work. Incloth, $3 per vol. the two vol- 
umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
vol., or $7 for the two volumes, Io Morocco 
and Gilt Edges, $4 50 per vol., or $8 for the 
two volumes. . Sent free of postage. 


UPPLYSNIN GENS TIDEHVART 
(AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT), 
A SWEDISH WEEKLY, 


Devoted to the culture of Freethought, to the 
investigation of the religious systems of our 
times, and to the discussion of religious and 
social questions in geperal. 


The only Swedish religio-philosophieal publi. 
cation in America. 
TERMS PER YEAR . ` . $2,00 
Exchange i8 desired with any other papers in 
&ny language. 
ERIOKSON & OLSON, 
Grove Clty, Meeker Oo., Minn. 


For sale, in the Swedish language: 
A BETTER RELIGION. 


Bx FRANZ HERMAN WISTRAND, 
Editor of the Truth Teller, 
Lake Constance, Buffalo Post-Office, 
Wright Oo.. Minnesota, 
Published by ERICKSON & OLSON. 
rove City, Minn. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER, 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Champagne France. 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and left as his 
Last Will and Testament? to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published. after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled " Gom- 
gos y EOM wor Gh r 
B 18 & powerful work, and is attractin 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


. NEWBURYPORT Mass.. Sept. 23, 1878, 
To Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam" Eu 
The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century Produced. Thomas Paine’s “Age 
of Reason "is mere mik and water to it, and 
Voltaire's ‘Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so well. 


JAMES i: 
Price, cloth, $1.50; paper, $1.00. PARTON 


- M. BENNETT, 243 incntrh St., N. Y. 


MACHINERY. 


Hand, Foot, and Power Presses, Die work 
of all kinds. Perforating Dies 
a specialty, 
E. B..STIMPSON, 81 Spruce Bt; N, Y 
tJansj, 


The Truth Seeker, September 1), 1880. 
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The Real Issue. WHAT 


MOSES HULL, 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes it is just the thing. 
Contains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
a scientific money. 

The Commoner Bays : j 

* Nothing has been written which will do as 
good, work as this, Itis worth its weight in 
gold, : $ 

Frice 10 cents. Sold by D. M. BENNETT, | 

141 Eighth st., New York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK, 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Ohronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice, It con- 
tains valuablé and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mall to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing, 
MUBRAY HILL PUBLISHING OO. 
120 Bast 28th Streat. N. Y 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment. . 


Revised and Enlarged Edition. 


72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth 8t., N. Y. 


Ag The Religio- Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes and selle an imperfect, disordered, and 
mangled edition. with all the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1860, from Which it was 
pirated by the late 8. 8. Jones. 


we 
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A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove. ` 

res all forms of Private, Chronic, gnd 
Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 


youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and |. 


gu r causes, producing some of the fol- 
owing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions {night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
g Right, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 

Ímples on Face, Aversion to Society of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, ote,, ete.. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor’s latest and greatest medical discovery. 
and which he has so far prescribed for this 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many had 
Falling Sickness—Fits; others upon the verge 
of consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 


themselves. 
cas eo positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrhea, Gleet, 


Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, All diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uieri, Leucorrhea, 
etc.. treated with equal success, ‘ 

Ds. R. P. FzLLows has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given up by their physi- 
eians to die; but by the aid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
unable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 


icines to reach the cause of the complaint in-: 


tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. i 
PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 

Rent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhoea, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magistrate. which 
ia positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doctor's great skill. 

Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Enclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above, 


[From the Western Reformer.] 


“DR. R. P. FELLOWS . 
is a highly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an otiginal system of practice, and is 

erfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hav 
Beard many flattering reports of his successful 
anran of diaanaeg incident to humanity.” 


THE l 
Philosophy of Spiritualism, , 
AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
for Women, 

Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 

Qlcth; price 50 cents. For sale by : 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Bighth Bt, B T. 


A DEBATE 
. BETWEEN 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 8 cents. For sale at 
this office. : 


Issues of the Age. 
CONSEQUENCES INYOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, béveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00, 

Everything that we.now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus. 


An admirably written, scholarly volume.—N. 
Y. Graphic. ; 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of soelentiflo, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
thorough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced,—Jewish Times. s 


The author of,this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought, He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 

irations.—W. Y. Tribune. ` : 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of “The Essence of Christianity,” ete 
_ Translated from the German. 
Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cts. (Formerly 75 cts,) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 
Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered. therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our arel—Hrtract 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the magterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH BSEEERB. It is the best on the subje 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sa 
tragedy was but the to be-lobked-for outcome 
oie eques the BIA BENNETT 
rice 10 cents, , M. . 
141 Eighth Street.N. Y. City. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
: OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


cal Gun. 

By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Joun T. PERRY'S '' Bix- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cineinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isareview of Kersey Graves’ Sixteen 
Orucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his *‘ Ecclesiastical Court," in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities. one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selven, but condemn each other, showing some 
of them &re not qualifled to act as witnesses in 
the case. This teature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn ''state's evi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves, 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Grayes has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The Work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, " A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and & dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a Krone spot of either.’ 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
menta both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
Work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 


For saleby D. M. BENNETT. 
: THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 

An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. By OOURTLANDT PALMER. 
. Brice, 25 cents, 


IS MONEY ?|NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
'"Ernih Seeker:” 


Antiquity of Christianity. 
- BY JOHN ALBERGER. 

12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 

This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 


Character of the origin of the religion of 
christ. 


| ESSAYS ON 
Mind, Matter, Forces, Theol- 
0gV, eto. 
BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 


This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefly intended to 
uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author, 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc. 

BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., 81.50.. 


Faith and Reason; 


Heart, Soul, and Hand Work, 


A concise account of the Christian religion, 
and all the prominent religions before and 
since Ohristianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50, 


e e e . 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 

k BY C. G. DAVID. 
Price, 75 cents. 
THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 
A critical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 


TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12mo, 327 pp, $2.00. 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp. . . $1.76. 


CHRIST OF PAUL, 
BY GEORGE REBER, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00, 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 


formation of the Ohristian church. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religions Puritanism and 
Money Getting, 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
1amo, 48 pp; D&per, 20 cts. ; flexible cloth, 35 cts. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 
BY M. SOHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany. N. Y. ] 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents, 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHUROH, 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Ohris- 
tianity 
This is a very valuable and concise work, and 
states in plain and unmistakable language the 
reasons why Ohristianity is afailure. Price, 60 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 


Exe cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, T5 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 
Paner. 19mo. 68 pages: prico. 95 conta 


POCKET THEOLOCY. 
" BY 


VOLTAIRE. 


Transiated from the French by Miss Ellen 
Carroll. The firat time ever published in Eng- 
lish, The pamphlet contains nearly 500 of Vol- 
taire’s sharp, terse, sarcastic, scathing defini- 
tions of theological and ecclesiastical subjects. 
terms, and dogmas. There is nothing in the 
world like it. "Exergbody ought to hay a copy. 
130 pages, Price, only 45 cents. 


Truth Seeker Collection, of 
Forms, H s, and Recitations, 
Forms for Organizing Bocieties, Forms for 
Constitutions and By-Laws, for Funeral 
Bervices, Marriage Services, Naming of In- 
fants, Obituary Notices, Epitaphs, Wills, etc. 
Also, nearly 526 Liberal and Spiriturlistic 
Hymns, original and selected, for Public 
Meetings, Funerals, Social Gatherings, ete. 
The whole supplemented by a fine selection 
of Recitations, comprising many of the 
finest poetical gems in the language. Over 
580 pages, at the extremely low price of 75 
cents, in cloth. 

Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 
His Manifold and Wonderful Adventures in 
the Land of Cosmos. A New Scripture from 
an antique manuscript (evidently inspired) 
discovered by I. N. FIDEL, in conjunction 
with A. Hoox, Esq. Very amusing. Price, 
25 cents. 

Proceedings and Addresses at 
the Freethinkers’ Convention, held 
at Watkins, N. Y., August 22, 28, 24, and 25, 
1878. A volume of 400 pages, containing the 
speeches made during the four days’ session 
by Dr. T. L. Brown, Prof. A. L. Rawson, 
Elder F. W. Evans, Elder G. A. Lomas, 
Prof. J. H. W. Toohey, Dr. J. M. 'Peebles, 
Dr. T. B. Taylor, Hon. George W. Julian, 
James Parton, T. B. Wakeman, Elizur 
Wright, T. C. Leland, C. D. B. Mills. Mre. 
L. N. Colman, Mrs. P. R. Lawrence, Ella E. 
Gibson, Mrs. Mary E. Tillotson, Mrs. Clara 
Neymann, Mrs. Augusta Cooper Bristol, W. 


E. Copeland, Horace Seaver, John W. Trues- - 


dell, and several other persons. Price, go 

Truth Seeker 'Eracts. Bound Vol- 
umes L, IL, JIL, IV., and V. "These vol- 
umes, containing over 520 pages each, are 
made up of over one hundred Truth Seeker 
Tracts, with some additional kinds. They 
embrace a variety of subjects by different 
authors, written in a terse, trenchant, and 
spicy style. They are offered at the ex- 
tremely low price of 60 cents per volume in 
paper covers, and $1.00 in cloth; or 50 
cents each in paper, and 75 cents each in 
cloth if the whole set is taken. 

Sepher Toldoth Jeschu; or, the 
Book of the Generation of Jesus. 
First English translation of the ancient Jew- 
ish atory of Jesus, who was born at Bethle- 
hem about the year 106 B, c., being the son 
of & betrothed maiden named Miriam (Mary) 
by Joseph Pandera. How and why the Ro- 
mans changed '' Kepha " to ‘‘ Petros,” Start- 
ling evidence that Paul flourished before the 
middle of the first century x. c., contempo- 
rary with the aforesaid Kepha. Price, 20 
cents. w 

Last Will and Testament of Jean 
Meslier, curate of a Romish church ia 
France in the eighteenth century, whose 
views upon theology were not published 
until after his death, and are now for the 
first time presented in English. Very radi- 
cal and able. Price, 25 cents. i 

Influence of Christianity Upon 
Civilization. By B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
Revised edition. One of the most able treat- 
iges upon thesubject ever written, Price, 
25 cents. 

Christianity and Materialism. By 
B. F. Unpgrwoop. Revised edition. In 
this treatise the two systems are fairly and 
ably examined from a historical standpoint. 
Price, 16 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in the 
Place of Christianity, By B. F. Un- 
DERWOOD. Price, paper, LO cents. 

Amberley's Life of Jesus; His 
Character and Doctrine. A chapter 
from ''The Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By Viscount AMBEBLEY. Price, cloth, 60 
cents; paper, 35 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By W. 8. 
BELL. Revised and enlarged edition. Price, 
25 cents. 

Religion not History. An able ex- 
amination of the morals and theology of the 
teachings of the New Testament, By W. F. 
Newman. Emeritus Professor of University 
College, London. From the London edition. 
Price, 25 cents, 

Bennett-Teed Discussion, Between 
D. M. BENNETT, Kditqr of “he Truth 
Seeker,” and Cyrus HowuLus R. TEED, of 
Moravia, N. Y. Proposition discussed: 
“Jesus Christ is not only divine, but is the 
Lord God, creator of heaven and earth.” 
Teed affirming: Bennett denying. Paper, 
80 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 

Blakeman’s Two Hundred Poet- 
ical Riddles, (For chilaren and youth.) 
Embracing a great variety of subjects, This 
work is new and interesting, and affords a 
great amount of amusement in the family 
circle, a8 well as in gatherings of children 
and older people. Price, 20 eents. 

Six Lectures on Astronomy. By 
Pror. RICHARD A. Procror. Delivered at 
Steinway Hall, New York, in the winter of 
1875-76. 1. Growth of Worlds; 2. Life and 
Death of Worlds; 3. Other Worlds than 
Ours; 4. Other Suns than Ours; 5.. The 
Great Mysteries of the Universe; 6. Religion 
and Astronomy, 65 pp. Paper, 20 cents 

Beycad the Veil. A Spiritualistic 
work, said to be dictated by the spirit of 
PASCHAL BEYERLY RANDOLPH, aided by 
Emmanuel Swedenborg and others, through 
the mediumship of Mrs. Frances H, McDoa- 
gall and Mrs. Luna Hutchinson. It gives 
minute and interesting descriptions of life in 
the spirit world—its location, intermediate 
state, landscape, habitation, food, clothing, 
industrial mnn ao i contains a steel 
engraving of P. B. Randolph. A neat vol 
ume Price, $1.00. E 
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Tee Cee: Lee in a Palpit. 


To THE Eprron o» Tag TRUTH Beere, Sir: I bav been 
1 hav stood on 
praying ground; interceding for terms of mercy—or words 
to that'effect, I hav pleaded the cause of the anthropomor- 
Itook my 
In 
short, I hav pounded a pulpit ‘drum ecclesiastic ” very 


and gone and dona it. I hav preached ! 


phic ape vs, Adam, before a Christian audience ! 
text outside the “leds of the Bible," and discoursed. 
gently. 

And this is how it came about. 
locutory speeches. 


grant us no such privileges, 
they would, and cited. one instance in his own. practice. 


Finally W. F.. Jamieson dared him to invite one of the 
speakers of this convention to deliver a lecture in his 
Mesn- 
time I had heard of his complimenting, while at the same 
time deprecating, my address of the night before, and I 
got up and made him a specific offer to deliver my lecture 


church. He flatly declined—backed square down. 


on “Social Evolution,” describing to him briefly the tenor 


of it, and assured him he would, get fifty dollars’ worth of 


idea out of it, and I would giv it to him and his people for 
nothing. Upon that he began to wilt; still made objections; 
said that his church was small and he badn't control of it, 
and offered, if I would go one hundred miles away, to get 
a larger church for me, 

I replied that I didn’t mind the small church nor slim 
audience; I wanted him to establish the principle of giving 
a hearing to Liberals in his church and before his people as 
freely as we do the clergy; and a small church was as good 
for that purpose as a large one. Finally he said he would 
consult his people. Then he left, and in the afternoon re- 
turned to the hall for a moment, came privately to me, and 
said, ** Our church will be lighted [not delighted] and ready 
for you on Monday evening." Jamieson was speaking; and 
when he closed I announced the decision to the Conven- 
tion, and it was received with hearty and heartfelt applause. 

This is a triumph of right, reason, and free speech in an 
unexpected quarter, and all credit and honor are hereby 
rendered by the speaker and by the Convention for the un- 
exampled liberality on the part of the reverend gentleman 
and of his church. It was the talk of the town after the 
aunouncement that an Infidel is going to deliver an Infidel 
Jecture in a Christian church! And people here told me, 
** There will be a iam in the little church. 

Well, everything came gloriously off to-night. The house 
was Crowded as predicted. The audience seemed intelligent 
and appreciativ. I feared in advance that my application of 
the law of evolution to social development might shoot over 
their heads, but I think they understood it. I was in good 
trim myself, and waded in regardless of the depth of the 
orthodoxy. The clergyman did not offer to introduce me 
nor to open with prayer nor to make me feel at home in any 
way. lasked a suggestion about the proper time for the 
trouble to begin. * Oh," he said, ‘‘ begin when you like 
The affair is yours; run it as you please." 

After it was over the dominie went for me and hedged 
and sheltered his flock from the effect of the poison of my 
Infidel science to the best of his ability, but it was not a 
formidable performance. I still liv, and the audierce livs 
still; and an idea or two I think will remain and abide with 
both pastor and people for at least forty days. I closed, 
cordially 'hapking him for inviting me and them for com. 
ing out and listening. He opened, disclaiming that he 
invited me—said that the Liberal League invited me—and 
seemed to wish to shirk the responsibility of my being there. 
He injected a blessing for me into the middle of his speech 
and hoped that I might be jerked from the phalanstery I 
had pictured on earth to the house not made with hands 
eternal in the heavens, And at bottom tbere is an honesty 
about the man and an effort to be just and do the liberal 
thing in his bru:que, blunt wav that I rather liked. All 
honor to the progress that the: Rev. McConnell is making, 
I shall always remember him with pleasant emotions. 

Marshalltown, Iowa. T. C. LELAND, 

—— € — ——— — —- 


The Liberal League Congress Hotel Rates and 
* Railroad Rates. 


Messrs. P. A. Seymour & Co., proprietors of the Parker 
House, in Chicago, writes: ** We will make the terms $1 25 
per day for your delegates. Probably if you will cot-up in 
good rooms we might do better." 

The rate of railroad fare will be from New York, and all 
other stations on the Erie road to Salamanca, full fare to 
Salamanca and one third fare when returning. The full fare 
for the round trip from Salamanca will be ten dollars. But 
all the delegates must go on train No. 3, that leaves New 
York about 7 P.M. on the 18th day of September, 


H, L, GREEN. 
—— 9 99— — ——— 
The Universal Federation of Freethinkers. 
De, Cæsar DePaepe, one of the secretaries of the Brussels 


Congress, has sent a preliminary acknowledgment of the 
address (TRuTE SEEKER No. 38) concerning the ** Universal 


Educational Plan," by the following cable-telegram : 
Brethren: Thanks to all concerned ! 
over prejudice! Fraternal salutation. 


Brussels, Sept. 3, 1880. 
e 


C. DEPAEPR, 


‘oun Swinton, of the New York Sun. having visited 
France, writes as follows concerning the people: ‘‘ The ex- 
tent and intensity of the opposition tothe church among 
the Parisian masses can hardly be overstated, Ata Sunday 
meeting of many thousands, which T took a look at, the 
dogmas of modern religion were assaulted and ridiculed 
out and out; and of this sort of thing you can find any 


quantity,” 


ee ee ee 


The Rev. Mr. McCon. 
nell came into our convention the first and second ‘days, 
asked questions, offered objections, and made little inter- 
We freely let him hav his say. After a 
while we taunted him with the fact that the clergy would 
He made a sort of claim that 


publican party, and will vote-for Garfield. 


gotes for him for any office within the gift of the peonle. 


Triumph of science 


The Tenth Seeker, September 1), 1880. 


Letters from Friends. ! 


“UNITED WE STAND, DIVIDED WE FALL! 


To TEE Eprror or Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I am very 
much interested in the nolitical arguments in THE TRUTH 
SEEKER of July 31, 1880, and I say " Let the chatter go on.” 
Liberals should fully uederstand both sides of this question, 
and the best way to arrive at the truth is to perfectly ven- 
tilate the subject. When both sides are fully understood, 
then will be the time and opportunity for all Liberals to 
unite together in one common cause, and in solid phalanx 
vote as One man in order to insure success, "Then, as 
sure as America gained her independence by heing 
united, so sure will victory finally crown our united efforts 
to regain the lost liberties for which our noble fathers bled 
and died.- : i 

Perhaps no man in this nstion realizes more fully the 
true inwardness of the Democratic party tban the writer, 
but of two. evils always choose the least. For the life of 
me (so far) I can see no good reasons why all Liberals 
should not adopt the philosophical plan of Leland, Bodge, 
Bennett, and all others of the same opinions. If in union 
there is strength, let us as Liberals all unite with the party 
which is most likely to'giv aid and comfort to the cause of 


Liberalism. Union at the ballot box is indeed our only! 


refuge. 

If we can succeed in any other way than by organization 
and perfect union, will some writer for this paper kindly 
make it known to us ? 

Nearly 73 years old, I hav never voted the Democratic 
ticket, but I am now determined to follow where the Lib- 
erals laad, having learned that only in organization and 
union i8 there strength and victory. 

Should all Liberals vote for his Satanic majesty, the devil, - 
I would unhesitatingly follow their example, know-. 
ing as I do that that is the only reasonable hope of accom- 
plishing our objects and regaining our freedom. '' A word, 
to the wise is sufficient for them.” ‘United we stand | 
divided we fall.” E. N, KINGSLEY. | 

P. 8.—I forgot to say that every Liberal who leaves his 
ranks, and separately votes for the enemy absolutely assists 
in riviting his own chains tighter, and thus keeping himself i 
forever in bondage. E. N. K. 


PIEDRA, Con, Aug. 11, 1880, 
DEAR FRIEND BENNETT: Hav had no mail since first of 
this month, but my last TRUTA SEEKER dated July 17th is 
of more than usual interest in consequence of the bomb- 
shell you, Mr. Wakeman, and others hav thrown into the 
Greenback camp. I rob sleep from its just dues, after a 
hard day's labor in the hay-meadow to put in my protest 
against tbe attempts to giv the strength of the Liberals in 
the forthcoming election to the Democratic party. I hav 
no sort of doubt of your good intentions in advising and 
recommending such à Course, but as you hav heretofore 
proved yourself superior to ordinary living individuals by 
frankly disclaiming infallibility, I trust you will reconsider 
your resolve to support a party whose promises mean no 
more when made to Liberals than those made by the Repub- 
lican party. It may be news to you and Messrs) Wakeman, 
Leland, and Ingersoll, to learn that the great majority of the 
Liberals and supporters of THE TRUTH SEEKEK are Green- 
backers. I hav always felt that the attempt of Col. Inger- 
soll, Mr. Wakeman, and others to organize a political 
party to be composed of Liberals was premature, and that it 
would prove & failure, but am just as confident as I ever 
was of anything in my life that if they had decided to 
throw their strength and influence into the scales with the 
great mass of reformers embracing every phase of political, 
religious, and labor reformers including the Socialists, with 
the Greenback party at the head and front as the largest 
and best organized ‘party of all the dissatisfied factions, that 
we would not hav long to wait for a complete victory for 
every principle for which we contend. Col. Iagersoll could 
have occupied the presidential chair as our next president, 
and Leland and Wakeman might hav been members of his j 
cabinet; but Col Iogersoll is wedded to his idol, the Re- 
Hundreds of 
letters from his friends and admirers all over the country 
hav been addressed him both publicly and privately in & 
vain endeavor to draw him out on the questions of finance 
and Jabor, but he has studiously avoided committing him- 
self on these great questions, and has ignored the communi- 
cations of a host of friends who would be glad to cast their 


Talk about drafting questions to be propounded to Garfleld 
and Hancock, I wonoerif he is willing to giv Weaver an 
opportunity to wrestle with his questions; it so, I'll wager 
my existence that he will receive satisfactory replies to 
them. Bo farasthe great body of the Liberals are con- 
cerne, [ guess, however, that Weaver’s responses to the 
Colonel's hard money questions would hardly prove satis- 
factory. I presume that the great majority of the Liberals 
would prefer the success of the Democratic party to that of 
the Republican, but it would be hard to convince them that 
to vote the Greenback ticket would defeat that end, since 
by your own confession, the majority of Liberals are or hav 
been Republicans. I was, until I became a Freethinker, a 
Democrat (died in the wool), but I find little difficulty in 
renouncing my fealty to a party who hav as little love for 
an Infidel as the Republican party, notwithstanding their 
outspoken recommendation of the separation of church and 
state (for the good of both,) that pleases friend Leland so 
well. I had rather risk the little obscure reference to this 
matter contained in the Greenback platform than a whole 
chapter from a party wi&ose only object in incorporating 
such a plank in this political rostrum was thrown out as a 


| Tracta, etc., as per order. 


‘churches which Mr. 


mere bait to catch such Infidel gudgeons as would swallow 
it. Trust them not, fellow Greenbackers and Liberals, The 
Methodist, the Catholic church, and the money.changera 
will hav a finger in that pie when it is.served up, and the 
Infidel, the Greenbackers, the Socialists, the Woman Buf- 
fragist, and others of that str/pe, will be shown a back seat, 
With the pubiicans and sinners, as heretofore, should either 
of the ola parties get into power again. Why, gentlemen, 
the great mass of the Liberals hav already fallen into line 
under the Greenback banner; politically, we hav taken to it 
as naturally as ducks to water, and we are none the less 
good Freethinkers, Liberale, and Infidels, not withstanding 
Bro. lagersol informed Gud that we had come to him on 
our own hook, and I believe I speak truth when I say that 
the great majority of the members of the Greeaback con- 
vention were resclved to fight the battle though on their 
own hook, God to the contrary notwithstanding, If Lam 


correct I guess the Greenback platform can be widened out 
80 a5 to giv that diminutiv church and state plank a chance 
Yours truly, 


to spread, Jj, ALLEN EYANS, 


Was soron, D. O., Aug. 29, 1880. 


E i : 
{| D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: I notice in a late issue of your 


aper a growl from a subscriber in reference to the discus: 
cca how going on between you'and Mr, G. M. Mair in the 
columns of Taz Tauta SERKER. Now, speakiag for my- 
‘self (and I think a m»jority of your readers als), I will say 
that l regard this feature of your paper, viz, the presenta. 
tion of both sides of all the questions it discusses, either po- 
litical or religious, a3 the one that has contributed more than 
anv o'her to its present success, ; ` 

While your: correspondent and a few others may hav 
been enabled, by possessing superior advantages, to acquire 
& thorough knowledge of both sides of religious questions, 
and consequently can learn nóthing new from reading dis- 
cussions, lam sure it js quite otherwise with the greater 
part of your readers. Xngrossed with the duties and cares 
of life, they hav neither time nor inclination to pour over 
deep and learned disquieitions on the subject, and therefore 
receive information 1n this way they might not otherwise 
obtain. It was from a perusal of the “ Humphrey: Bennett 
Discussion” that I was ficst led to doubt the truth of old 
orthodoxy, and emerge from the darkness of error iuto the 
glorious light of Freethought and meatal liberty. L there- 
fore say, Mr. Editor, let discuasion, free: and uatrammeled, 
go on, and it will do more toward showing the. weakness of 
religion and upbuilding the cause of humanity than any- 
thing else you Can possibly publish, — - 

As Lam reminded that my subscription has expired, please 
find inclosed $3, for which please send me Truth Seeker 
. Your sincere friend. 

Wa, H, Wars, 


f zi SYLVESTER, Wis, Aug. 18, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Deor Sir: I hav been a reader 
of your paper since March, 1879, and hav felt, as hav a 
majority of Western Freethinkers, that the imprisonment of 


iD. M. Bennett was a disgrace to the civilization of the 


nineteenth century, for however objectionable the book he 
was entrapped into selling, it is certainly no worse than that 
holy book we hav been trained to venerate. 

When at last, Mr, Bennett’s days of bondage had passed, 
and he re\urned to his home, many of his friends ashembled 
to gree. him and express their joy at his safe deliverance; so 
they brought wine to set before him, of which he tells us he 
*'drank a glass," not having drank any for a year, and he 
adds, ‘‘it did me no harm” I hav been wating a long 
time, hoping that some of the numerous correspondenta of 
your paper would utter protest against this wine bibbing,. 
but so far, I amvsorry to say, they are all dumb. Yet the 
ennett go beraten would consider the 
drinking of a glass of wine à grave offense in one of their 
members—an offense which, if repeated, would subject the 
offender to excommunication. Is tbe morality of Free- 
thinkers below that of the churches? "Tag TRUTH SEEKER 
has denounced Mrs, Hayes in no very gentle terms, yet 
with all her bigotry she has, be it said to her everlasting 
honor, thrown her influence on the side of temperance. — 

There can be no doubt that the orthodox house is getting 
a little shaky; but before pulling it down, would it not be 
well to be able to build more stately mansions rather than 
go back to the wigwam of the Indian, or, worse, the cave 
of the troglodyte? C. L. MORGAN, 


[RerLY.—Our friend seems to he an ultra temperance |, 


man, and as we are not, it is not probable we shall agree, 
The “coiled and poisoned worm” that crawls from the still 
never gave us the jim.jams, If we want a glass of wine we 
take it, and if we do not we let it alone. Intemperance has 
done a great deal of harm inthe world, and no intemper- 
ance is Worse than intemperate use of stimulants. Intem- 
perate eating is about—if not quite—as bad, and sister Slenk- 
er would hav us believe that intemperate use of the procrea- 
tiv faculties is a common and hideous vice, ^ Undoübtedly 
‘what is one man’s meat i8 another man’s poison;" and if 
any one injures himeelf by intemperance in any direction, 
he should restrain himself; but when he attempts to inter- 
fere with those who never irjured themselvs or others, he 
becomes a fanatic, and should be treated as such. 

Our friend has evidently not read the Bible very thor- 
oughly, and is not well acquainted with church-members 
and their practicer, or he would not say they denounce tlie 
use of wine. . They publicly use it at communion, and pri- 
vately toa great extent. Neither is the use of wine im- 
moral any more than the use or practice of any luxury. 
Eating hag killed a good many; and reading, a highly com- 
mendible recreation, might be carried so far as to ruin one’s 
eyesight. Yet we hardly think our friend would prohibit 
food or taboo books and newspapers, 

Moderation should be kept in all things. Temperance 
fanatics like Mrs. President Hayes only succeed in making 
their cause ridiculous, People do not hav much respect for 
those who hav to be forcibly restrained from making beasta 
of themselva, A man who rises after a fall into the gutter 
should be encouraged; but the man who never tumbles into 
the ditch is the one who commands our respect, —Ep. T. 8 } 


Mr. Epiror : Rev. Mr. Metifield. the Methodist clergy 
man residing at Oswego Center, N. Y., told ong of his cor- 
gregation to write down and hand in ‘‘his objections,” and 
in a week from that time he would answer them. Accord- 
ingly he (the objecter) handed in a long list, The result 
was & private meeting of the brethren and a crowded house 
at the public service, when ha (the elder) slunk square out 
by saying that he *' agreed to answer written arguments," and 
not ‘* objections," aad ‘‘ he should hav nothing to do with 
them," and then went on with his sermon to prove the Bible 
true because there was evidence of a flood some time on the 
face of the earth, When he (the clergyman) got through 
with his sermon, which consisted almost wholly of asser- 
tions, eYery One of which were positiv misrepresentations 
(not to say falsehoods), he gave invitations to ‘‘ speak” 
with the injunction ‘‘not.to say anything against what 
had been said nor against Christianity,” and remarked that 
**the obscene Bennett was imprisoned for sending dirty, 
obecene matter through the mail, and he ought to hav been 
imprisoned for life; he ought tə hav been hung," and one 
old sister got so happy she singsonged out, ‘‘Amem, bless 
the Lord !” and so the whole evening was filled up with just 
such’ balderdash, and the elder claimed all new and use- 
ful inventions, even the printing press, for Caristianity. It 
seems strange, but so it is in this land of Biblee, that intelii- 
gent persons witl listen to such d—d nonsense. 

This same man (the elder) is the one that sold the service 
plates last spring for old junk to a peddler, und your cor- 
respondent bought them frum the paddler to make solder, 
they being principally block-tin, SELAH, 
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Notes and Clippings. 


" Wao was it that said itis not goed for man 
tobe alone?” asked a Sunday-school teacher 
of his class. A bright boy answered," Daniel, 
sir, When he was in the lion's den." 


"Tus Smithsonian institution has regeived 
from.the observatory of Paris an &nnounee- 
ment of the discovery of Coggla. at Marseilies, 
on the 30th of August, of a planet of the eleventh 
magnitude, 

Ma. EDISON says he has completely solved the 
Preblem of electric lighting. In the October 
number of the North American Review he will 
state the advantages of electricity over gas, and 
explain how the new light is to be introduced. 


MISSIONARY CALHOUN writes from Tripoli to 
Syri., saying that as the Greek priests of that 
place could do nothing else to hinder'the mis- 
sion work, they cursed the missionaries and 
their dul: gs, as weil as the rooms th. y occupy 
and the people who enter them. c 

A woman has been Lelected ecturer of Modern 
Literature in the University of Webster. Ohio. 
She is Miss Iribh. the translator of. several vol- 
“umes of German literature, She has had en- 
tire charge of thé foreign éorrespondence of 
Secretary Oarl Schurz during Hayes’s adminis- 
tration. 

Mz. HoLYoAKE, in a recent account of his 
American experiences. lays stress on the fact 
that while he couid in Chicago get a good euo 
of coffee, comfortably served, for five cenis, he 
had to pay ten to hav his boots brushed. The 
bootblack, charge is almost the last survivor of 
war prices. . 


AFTER Ool. Ingersoll had spoken an hour and 
fifty minutes to a Boston: audience somebody 
asked him, " How long are you going to keep 
us?” The reply was: ‘You Gan go as soon as 
„you want to. I always notice that a person 
generally goes as soon as he gets his head full.” 

` Phe audience broke out in roars of laughter, 


Mrs. FrETOHEB, the Spiritualist, charged by 
Miss Davies of England with obtaining a large 
umount of property from her by false repre- 
sentations, was arrested in Borton, and a large 
amount of diamonds and other property was 
recovered. Mr. Fletcher was a'so found, and 
promi:es to restore the property in his posses- 
glon. 


So unEasy did the Rov. George O. Miln become |. 


under the theological fetters which bound him 
that he hag broken loose from them by resign- 
ing the pastorate of the East Congregational 
church in Brooklyn. He intends to devote 
himself to the study and practice of law. His 
principal difficulties are with the doctrin of 
the Trinity and with that of everlasting pun- 
ishment. He confesses himself unable to ac- 
eapt a creed which admits of the existence of 
hell-fire. jS 

ACCORDING to Land and Water the Norwegian 
fishermen always carry with them on their 
expeditions a kind of telescope called a water 
telescope. This is a tube three or four feet 
long, with an eye-piece at one end. .The other 
end, which is open, is placed in the water over 
the edge of the boat, and a little practice easily 
enables the observer to distinguish objects at 
a depth of from ten to fifteen fathoms. The 
fishermen are thus enabled to discover shoals 
which would otherwise go unnoticed. They 
then giv the signal, their comrades surround 
them with seiner, and they frequently make 
wonderful hauls in places and under circum- 
stances that would never hav been suspected 
but for the use of the telescope, 


AT a co-operativ meeting of the churches of 
Jewell couoty. Kansas, June 19:h and 20th, it was 
moved by Mr. Harwood that this body appoint 
a committee to investigate the Wilson scandal. 
Tne above commission sat Aug. 30:h on the 
business for which it was created,and found as 
follows: The honorabie committee chosen to 
investigate the charge made against Bro. J. A. 
Wilson, of being in criminal intimacy with one 
of the sisters of the Jewell City congregation, 
after a carefal examination of the witnesses 
and the correspondence between the parties 
accused, find the evidence £o overwhelming 
that Jt cannot be set aside by any that may ever 
appear. Therefore the committee hay decided 
that said Wilson is guilty of said charge in the | 
highest degyer. 


THEY hav had something like the Salvation 
Army in St. Louis. An ex-circus clown, who 
claimed to be cox verted, began his evangelical 
work in East 8t; Louis. Having had fair suc- 
cess in gathering crowds there, he crossed the 
| Mississippi and procured the services of half a 
! dozen other en'husiasts, chiefly girls. These 
he organized into a band, with himself as Gan- 
eralissimo. He held a number of meetings in 
Bt. Louis, which were considered more clown- 
ish than religious. These meetings brought 
; forth no fruit in the way of conversions, the 
only definit result as yet “seen being two suits 
by members ofthe Army against the General- 
issimo for their wages. The Army is supposed ` 
to hav disbanded, as no more meetings are an- 
nounced, 


A CENTER street mother is training her liitle 
boy to sit still in church, by making him sit 
still in his chair at home fifteen minutes every 
day. How the little martyr stands it we don't 
know, but he has our warmest sympathy, We 
venture to say that if the mother will take him 
to the next circus his untutored mind will there 
see God in the ringmaster and hear him in the 
band, and she won't hav the slightest difficulty 
in making him sitstill fifteen minutes or four 
times that length of time. If we had a boy. and 
he could or would sit still—unless in philo- 
Sophie sleep—through the dry prosaic. Sunday 
servie 8 in any of our Winsted churches, wa 
would accept it as proof conclusiv of lament- 
able weakness either in his head or his legs.— 
Winsted Press. ` 


THE report of the membership of the North- 
ern Presbyterian church for the last thres years 
are: 1878, 567,855; 1879, 574,486; 1880, 578,671. The 
number of churches is reported at: 1878, 5,269; 
1879, 0,415; 1880, 5489. The increase of the mem- 
bership over all losses during the twelve 
months reported in 1879 was 6,631 in over 5,000 
churches. A gain of atrifie over one member 
by each chureh. The increase of the Jast year 
was Only 4,185,or an average gain of jess than 
one member by each of the nearly 5.500 churches 
of the denomination. Thesé figures show how 
little real hold Ohristianity now has upon the 
mass's of the people. All the cumbersome ma- 
chinery of a church, with ali tha thousands of 
dollars of yearly outlay, for one convert! It 
must be discouraging to the brethren. 


Tue Worthington Advance, in commenting 
upon the Barter case, says this of the Gom- 
stock laws: “It is such legislation as this 
which is disgusting thousands of voters with 
the Republican party. The principle of the 
inviolability of the mails was considered estab- 
lished until this law was passed whereby a spy 
or-informer can hav any editor arrested, | 
dragged from his home, and held until his busi- ` 
ness is ruined. It-was passed by:a Republican 
Congress, and is executed by Republican off- ; 
cials, It was a cowardly Republican President 


} New York, Saturday, September 18, 1880. ( 
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the meetings of the Convention, very much asa 
parish nrie:t might forbid the credulous and 
superstitious lambs of hie flock from attending 
a Methodist prayer-meeting; the Young Men’s 
Ohristian Association are liberally circulating 
Thurlow Weed’s pious letter to tha Herald, 
which was designed by him as a sort of peace 
offering to heaven, and prayer-meetings are 
being held nightly a8 a counter-attraction to 
the bigger show, We certainly flad no fault 
with this conduct of the good people of Hor- 
nellsville, The clergymen are doing no more 
than any man would do to defend the pursuit 
by which he earns a livelihood; the prayer- 
meetings are no doubt edifying to those who 
attend them, while those who are not interested 
(henpeeked husbands and little children ex- 
cepted) may stay away; and Thurlow Weed’s 
twelfth-hour letter is really one of the most 
harmless preductions he ever published. Nor 
do we eonesive that the Freethinkers hav.any 
just cause to complain. Indeed, they ought to 
be grateful that the religious inhabitants of 
H»rnellsville and vicinity so far restrcin their 
righteous indignation and godly wrath as to 
permit such unsanctified innovators to pollute 
the place with their terrible blasphemy. They 
ought to be thankful that their leaders are not 
burned at the stake end their followers fed with 
burning oi!, drawn, quartered, and drowned in 
bags. These are legitimate punishments for 
denying £o probable a theory as that of the im- 
maculate conception or the divine loveliness of 
abeing that tempts men tothink and inflicts 
them with eternal torment for thinking. But, 
"we ask cericurly, is not this an exhibition of 
moral and intellectual cowardice unworthy any 
veople who make pretensions to Intelligence? 
This Oonvention politely offered the orthodox 
an opportunity to be heard before it through 
any twelve respectable clergymen whom they 
might select, each one of whom was guaranteed 
a Courteous, respectful hearing for two hours. 
This was no flippant or insulting proposal. It 
was madein good faith, and the charac:er of 
the Jeaders in the Oonvention is an assurance 
that it would hav been scrupulously observed 
on their part had it been accepted, The ortho- 
dox clergy claim that the arguments of Free- 
thinkers are specious and pueril. They claim 
that no logie upon religious topics is sound un- 
less i: begins wlth accepting as indieputable 
the fundamental doctrins of the Christian 
church that the Hebrew God isthe architec! and 
ruler of the universe, that the Gal'iean Jesus 
is his son, one with himself. both man and 
dei.y, and the Hebrew Bible and the Greek Tes- 
tament are divine revelations. They also claim 
that unbelievers are.the worst sinners and are 
Certain to suffer the warmest displeasure of 
heaven. At the same time they profess that it 
istheir mission tosave the souls of sinners, 
even the worst of whom may find salvation 
through faith. What higher duty can devolve 
upon men entertaining these views and making 
these professions than in a proper way and at 
& proper time to preach the truth to unbeliev- 


who failed to do his duty in pardoning one of ers? And what more appropriate time, what 
the victims when he knew great injustice had better place can there be, than before an assem- 
been done, This is one of the steps toward blage of unbelievers who invite lt, as did these 
sentralization and imperialism ia the Repub- | Hornellsville Freethinkere, with a sincere de- 
Jean party of which so many complain. Even: sireto be instructed? Instead of going to this 
80 strong & pro-slavery Man as John C. Oalhoun Conven'ion, where they would find intelligent 
refused to join the fire-eaters in demanding and cultured people to sif; their doe'rins, and 
that ‘incendiary matter,’ or abolition docu- there giving their reasons forthe faith that is 
ments, should be excluded from the mails, be- | in them.these clergymen hunt their burrows 
cause he held, as did all the earlier statesmen | and chatter to the little knot of believers around 
of our history, that the mails were inviolable, į; them about the enormous wickedness of people 
It was reserved for the Republican party to vio- | Who presume to disputethe divinity of the deity 
late this fundamental principie, and its tezd- | whom they profess to serve. They gather their 
eney is constantly in the direction of a viola. | flock in prayer-meetings to Druy for men so in- 
tion of the Constitution and of making the: flnitly their intellectual superiorsthat they dare 
general government the vehicle for punishing | not meet them in frank, courteous, and fair de- 
crime. We do not know that the Democratic; bate. They drivel at the publie for attending 
party would giv us relief from such odious and | the Convention, and urge them to stay away 
infamous legislation. A Damocratic Congres- : lest the poisonous arrow of reason may pene- 
has been in power for four years and has not, trate the armor of superstition with which 
repealed nor amended thelaw. Butif we were! priesteraft has invested them. Aud iu place of 
sure of getting relief through that party, and of : meeting argument by argument, they prompt 
checking the tendency to such legislation, the | pious babes just out of their swaddling-clothes 
Republican party would never get another vote ' to hurl at the heads of impious Infidels tha dis- 
from us. :j iuted letter of a poor old man, written on the 
` verge of the grave, to court the esteem ot piet- 

WHILE the Convention wasin session in Hor- | ists and appeasethe wrath of an easily-angered 
nellsville, the daily Zruth of this city had the: God for the transgressions of a long and 
following: '" The church people of Hornells- | scheming lite. The way in which the orthod x 
ville aro acting toward the F'rectbinkers now | avoid the assaults of rationalism and snrink 
assembled in Convention there after:a very | from all łatellectual conflicts with its leaders 
characteristic fashion. The clergymen admon- ' must ba little less than disgusting to men of 


Events of the Week. 


BanzxuM's bearded woman died on the 12th. - 


Tax New York State Fair was opened at Al- 
bany on the 13th. 1 

ARKANSAS has gone Democratichy about forty 
thousand majority. 


GEN. Grant will spend the winter in New 
York and Washington. 


Tux Cathedral of Notre Dame, in Paris, was 
struck by lightning last week. 


VERMUNT Went Republican by the usual ma- 
jority in its state election, 


G. W. Knavrp, of Utica, committed suicide on 
the 6th by leaping over Niagara Falis. 


MABSHALL O. RonERTS and E, J, O'Reilly, two 
well-known journaliste, died last week. 


G. B. WILLIAMSON, a Georgia legislator, com- 
mitted suicide this week. Ii] health was the 
cause. 


A Two hundred thousand dollar flre was the 
sight which met the eyes of the Bt. Louisans on” 
the night of the Lath. 


Onas, LiviNGsTON, a Brooklyn man, is trying 
to outstarve Tanner. He would like to go forty- 
two days without food. 


Tue Emperor William of Germany was ser- 
enaded bythirteen hundred musicians on the 
9th. They were army bands. 

Gun. WEAVER, Greenback candidate for Pros- 
ident,spoke las: Monday night at Oooper Union, 
tois city, to a crowded house, 


THE ocean steamer Bermuda, while eroseing 
Now York Bay on the loth, ran into and cut in 
two the tugboat Edith Beard. 

A LIBRARY table and writing desk which for- 
merly belonged to ‘ Boss” Tweed weresold for 
thirty doliars in this city last week. 


Tax storm which wrecked the Vera Oruz last 
wok, destroyed about a d^z3n other vessels. 
The coast of Florida is strewn with wrecks. 


THe Republicans of New Hampshire hav: 
nominated Charles H, Beli for governor. He is 
a mediocre congressman, and very pious. 


IN the recert walking contest at Chicago be- 
tween men and horges the men triumphed over. 
the brutes. Byrnes made 641 miles in 140 hours 


Dr. TANNEA lectured on “ What I Know about 
Fasting’ at Booth’s Theater on the evening of 
the 9h, Only about two hundred people at= 
tended. 


A BATTERY gun was tested at New Haven, Ot., 
on the 9th, that fred 12.828 shots per minute. It 
was invented by Myron Oolony, and $15,000 were 
spent in perfecting it. 


Dr. BUOHANAN, the Philadelphia medical di- 
ploma manufacturer, has been sent to prison 
and the man who swore he saw him jump over- 
board is held for perjury. 


THE Manhattan Market, in this city, was de- 
Btroyed by flre cn the8'b. The building covered 
avery largs block, and Gost over one million of 
dollars. Insured for $100,000, 


AT the fat man's elambake last week the pres- 
ident of the club was so heavy as to be beyond 
the capacity of the scales to weigh him. The 
limit was four hundred pounds. 


An explosion took place inthe Sərham éoal 
min-, in Eagland, on the 9th, by which 162 lives 


were lost. Most of the victims were single men, . 


but 76 widows and 281 orphaus were created in 
an instant, 


Axsourt one hundred families were left desti- 
tute by a forest fire which spread over a large 
territory in Qicbec last week. An immense 
amount of l .wber, hemlock bark, and grain 
was destroyed. 


Six million dollara 13 the estimate ef the loss 
of property by the recent euthquake in the 
Philippine Islanda. Six millions more would 
hardly cover the loss In Jamaica and the other 
West India islands by the recent gales. 


AT the Maine state election. held last Monday, 
Plaisted, the Democra'ic-Greenback nominee, 
was elected by a smali mejority. The Repub- 
leans lost aiso three congressmen, This isa 
serious loss fur them. and plades Maine among 


ish thelr congregations to avoid atiendance at thought on hoth eidos of tbe theological fonce, line debatable states in the presidential gogteat 
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Letter from Europe.—No. 4. 


Lonpon, Aug. 18, 1880. 

Dear Friens : There is so much I wish to tell 
you I will not delay. my duty longer, lest I forget 
much I ought to say. will begin another letter 
now and continue and finish it as I can. 

On Monday morning Mr. Rawson and I com- 
menced the week's work by walking down to Mr. 
Truelove’s place on High Holborn street, one of 
the pleasantest business streets in the city, and also 
a general thoroughfare, being, in connection with 
Oxford street—which is another name for the west- 
ern part of the same street—one of the longest and 
widest in the city. Finding Mr. Truelove’s place of 
business not yet open, we continued our walk to 
Stonecutter street, to the office of Mr. Bradlaugh’s 
National Reformer, Finding that place also still 
closed, we were able to realize that Londoners do 
not commence business as early as we doin New 
York. After looking at the market opposite, 
walking out into Farrington street, calling at 
Thomas Cook’s place, buying tickets to Paris, 
and disposing of one of our circular notes, by which 
we obtain our funds to meet expenses, we returned 
to the Reformer. office, where we found two very 
pleasant gentlemen, who seemed glad to see us, 
and gave us some mail that had arrived there 
forme. Mr. Bradlaugh seldom goes to the office of 
the Reformer, his place being in St. John's Wood, 
several miles away, iu the northwestern part of the 
city. Being aware that the fore part ol the day is 
the best time to see him, we took the Metropolitan 
Railway, which is the underground road, and in less 
than an hour were at St. John's Wood depot, and by 
walking a few squares we were at his place, which 
is over a music and musical instrument store. 
is comparatively a new part of the city, and very 
pleasant ; the streets are wide ; but few business 


: houses ; the dwellings neat and commodious, not 


jammed up together, with neat front yards, in which 
were a profusion of brilliant flowers. A young 
woman met us at the door, to whom I handed my 
card. She took it to Mr. Bradlaugh, and immedi- 


- ately returned, inviting us upstairs at once. We 


found Mr, Bradlaugh in his study up to his elbows 
in business, examining his correspondence, etc. His 
Study is à room about fifteen by twenty feet, well 
lined with shelves full of books, and piles of others 
ou the floor, He rose as we entered, and received 
us very cordially, He informed us he had just re- 
turned from Manchester, where, the day before 
(Sunday), he had spoken to fully three thousand 
persons, once in the day and once in the evening, 
riding back to the city by night and sleeping but 
little. He is undoubtedly overworked; in fact, 
he admitted as much. Parliament, being still in 
Session, requires much of his attention. He is at- 
tending very closely to his duties in that direction, 
and scarcely is absent an hour when the Commons 
is in session. 

We conversed about the Congress at Brussels and 
various other subjects. He gave us copies of the 
Reformer containing his first speech in Parliament. 
He will be at Brussels, but his duties in the House 
of Commons will not admit of his being there 
during the entire three days the Congress will sit. 
He seems not at all disposed to be away from his 
seat in the House whenever it is in session. He in- 
formed us that his daughters were with Mrs. Besant 
at Jersey, on the coast, for their health. Mrs. 
Besant has been applying herself too closely to 
business and needs recuperation. One of Mr. Brad- 
laugh's daughters is also somewhat complaining. 
He gave us much hope that we would be able to 
meet them iu Brussels. He kindly wrote us letters 
of introduction to two friends in Paris, deputies, 
that is, members of the national legislative body of 
France. 

Mr. Bradlaugh is a very genial man in conversa- 
tion, though he is a person of great presence, Ile 
is a large man, has a large head, is six feet in hight, 
and weighs considerably over two hundred pounda. 
He is doubtless destined to greatly distinguish him- 
self in Parliament, and it is to be hoped he will be 
able, with the aid of other able members of the 


This} R 


system of England, and have it 80 it cannot be held | which covered the whole earth, the building of the 


in immense tracts by a few men, but be more equally 
distributed among the masses, allowing those-who 
till the land, in.some cases at least, to be the owners 
of it, He also entertains hopes that England may be- 
come a republie before this generation passes away. 
He invited us to visit Parliament in the after part 
of the day, and said he would see that we had good 
seats. It seems ne person can gain admission into 
either branch of Parliament save by invitation or 
permission of one of the members. ] 

Not wishing to obtrude ourselves too long upon 
Mr, Bradlaugh’s time ‘and attention, we withdrew 
after an interview of thirty or forty minutes, as 
others were in waiting for an audience with him, 
much pleased with our visit with him and highly 
impressed in his favor as we went away. M 

From this point we took a hansom to the British 
Museum, a good long ride. There we found sights 
enough to engage our attention for along time. 
would be glad to give you a full description of the 
hundreds of thousands of curiosities on exhibition 
at this the greatest museum in the world, but the 
number of articles worthy of notice is far too great 
and my ability wholly inadequate to the task. The 
great museum of art, natural history, and literature 
has been of gradual growth for many years. It 
dates its foundation from 1753, but for the better 
part of a century the collection grew slowly, al- 
though steadily. The building has been enlarged 
from time to time. It is now an immense structure 
of hewn stone externally decorated with sculptures. 
I do not understand architecture well enough to de- 
scribe the style of the building, but will say the 
front is two or three hundred feet in length, and 
stands one hundred and fifty perhaps from the 
street. On either side are two extensive wings 
which come within fifty feet of the street and join 
the front. Though the edifice covers eight or ten 
acres, the room is still insufficient to display all 
the wonders they have in store, including extensive 
antiquities which are now stored away in the base- 
ment of the building. A bequest of £60,000, or 
$300,000, has recently been made to the Museum, 
and with this sum another large addition is to be 
made to the building on the north to hold the arti- 
cles they now have not room for, The present edi- 
fice and the vast collection of all conceivable curios- 
ities are the result of the munificent donations that 
have been made by the rich men of England since 
the Museum was commenced, and who amount to 
hundreds of persons. 

Upon entering, one is struck with the view pre- 
sented in the main hall, filled for two or three hun- 
dred feet with a vast number of antiquities from 
Egypt, Assyria, India, Babylon, Lycia, Greece, 
ome, etc. These consist of sculptures of gods, 
heroes, architectural models, remains, tombs, sarco- 
phagii, monuments, obelisks, sphinxes, vases, mod- 
els of temples, columns, tablets on which are in- 
scriptions engraved three and four thousand years 
ago. "There I saw ancient statues of gods and 
kings cut from stone, four or five times as large as 
life, and weighing tons; sarcopagii and tombs al- 
most without number, cut out of stone, some so 
large as to weigh two or three tons ; images of huge 
oxen or bulls with a man’s head which stood before 
the temples in Assyria in thelong ago; these are 
of immense size and have been well preserved. The 
Egyptian sarcophagii are many of them elaborately 
engraved, and could I only read the inscriptions 
they doubtless would tell much about the ancient 
history of Egypt. These antiquities are very ex- 
tensive and fill many large rooms, halls, and galler- 
ies. Enough is there to study over for months, but 
in passing through and taking a hurried view I of 
course could take note of but a small portion that is 
there displayed. I saw hundreds of ancient gods 
of all grades and sizes, and among them Isis and 
Horus, one of the prototypes of the virgin and 
child, from which the Christian idea was taken. I 
saw the celebrated Rosetta-stone filled with inscrip- 
tions, which has attracted so much attention from 
the learned, and was the key by which Egyptian 
hieroglyphics were read. 

I saw a tomb of a satrap of Lycia, elaborate and 
large in size ; a restored model of the edifice of the 
Neried monument discovered at Xanthus ; numer- 
ous friezes taken from ancient temples, showing 
warriors, battle scenes, etc. "These were very nu- 
erous and extensive. In one long gallery, for hun- 
dreds of feet, were Assyrian representations, in 
stucco work, or something of the kind, on the walls, 
of wars, soldiers marching to battle, deadly con- 
fliets, honors bestowed upon the victors upon their 
return, King Shalamanser superintending various 
publie works, drawn in state in his royal chariot, 
etc., etc. It was a great curiosity to look at all 
these. . 

With peculiar interest I examined the tablets, 
cylinders, etc., found by Sir George Smith and 
others on the sites of Babylon, Nineveh, and other 
points, full of cuneiform inscriptione made fully four 
thousand years ago. I saw the tablets giving the 
Chaldean account of the creation of the world, the 
adventures of the first human pair in the Garden of 


House, to bring about a change in the land tenure | Eden, of the temptation by a serpent, of the flood 


‘tower of Babel, eto. ] ted 
igource that the Jews obtained their ideas of cos- 


It was undoubtedly fróm this 


mogony, when they were held as captives.in Baby- 
"d ee so wel known that the book of Genesis 
was not written till after that captivity, and the 
source Whence they drew their inspiration 1s most 
apparent. The tablets on which these inscriptions 
are made are of various sizes, generally six, eight, 
or ten inches square, and about an inch in thickness. 
They appear to have been made of clay in a plastic 
state, and the impressions made With dies, or some- 
thing of the kind, when they were put in ovens and 
baked similar to ordinary earthenware, when they 
were calculated to keep forever. The cylinders are 
eight or nine inches long and some four inches in 
diameter, being larger in the.middle than at the 
ends, They are full of the cuneiform inscriptions, 
and were baked in the same way as the tablets. 


IlSome of the latter are no larger than two or three 


inches square. Historical matters were inscribed on 
them, as well as deeds, contracts, agreements, and - 
everything of the kind. I was glad to view these 
relics of the literature of an ge and people long 
since passed away. , . 

The Indian sculptures consisted largely of Bud- 
dhistic figures, comprising a large number of Bud- 
dha’s alone. There were many relics from Bud- 
dhistic temples and monasteries, particularly from 
the temple at Amravati, on the river Kistna, in 
southern India. In the Grecian and Roman gallery 
are great numbers of sculptures of ancient gods, 
goddesses, heroes, warriors, and celebrated charac- 
ters ; here are numerous Jupiters, Junos, Minervas, 
Venuses, Mercuries, Apollos, Hercules, Ceres, 
Dianas, Bacchuses, Cupids and Psyches, satyrs, the 
Muses, and all the rest of those old fellows, to the 
heart’s content, some very large, and others of hu- 
man size. There were aleo heads of Homer, Orphe- 
us, and many other distinguished Grecians, and all 
the Roman emperors in full figure, together with 
authors, writers, and statesmen. These are all an- 
cient productions, and were brought from Greece ` 
and Rome. A great many artists and students of 
both sexes were busily copying many of these works 
of ancient art. It would require a large catalogue 
to name the wonders in this. department, including 
the remains of heathen temples, etc., and I must pass 
them over in silence. 

Of archaic sculpture there is a great variety and 
quantity of figures, seated, standing, and in all im- 
aginable postures and attitudes ; some in chariots 
and some on horses. The friezes in the Greco-Ro- : 
man department are extensive, and represent armies, 
battles, and triumphs. In the Mausoleum room are 
arranged the remains of the mausoleum at Halicar- 
nassus, erected by Artemesia over the remains of her 
husband, Mausolos, prince of Caria. The whole 
structure, according to Pliny, was one hundred and 
forty feet in hight, and crowned by a chariot group 
in white marble, in which stood Mausolos himself, 
represented after his translation to the world of 
demigods and heroes. Here are portions of colos- 
sal horses, statues, colossal figures, parts of tem- 
ples, and far more than I can remember or have 
room and time to mention. ` 

The Elgin room contains the sculptures from the 
Parthenon, a portion of the frieze of the temple of 
Wingless Victory at Athens, some architectural re- 
mains from the Erechtheum, a statue of Bacchus 
from the Choragic monument of Thrasyllos, togeth- 
er with numerous fragments of casts, all from 
Athens. The Parthenon, or temple of the virgin 
goddess Minerva, was constructed by “Ictinos, 454 
B.C., under the administration of Pericles. It stood 
on the Acropolis of Athens, on the site formerly oc- 
cupied by the more ancient temple of Minerva, 
called the Hecatompedon, which was burnt when 
the Persians sacked the city of Athens, 480 m.c. 
The Parthenon, a correct model of which is presented, 
was of the Doric order of architecture and was of 
the form termed peripteral octastyle. The sculp- 
tural decorations were executed under the superin- 
tendence of Phidias., In this room are many groups 
and statues too numerous to give in detail, even 
could I remember the one half of them, but nearly 
ail the gods and. goddesses are represented there, 

In the Hellenic room are marbles exhibited that 
have been brought at different times from various 
parts of Greece and its colonies, also as well, many 
casts of important monuments of the period preced- 
ing the marbles. ME 

The Assyrian galleries, more than 300 feet in 
length, contain the antiquities that were principally 
discovered by Layard in Ninevah, Hormuzd Ras- 
sam, Loftus, Rawlinson, Smith, and others, They 
were mostly found in extensive mounds, formed by 
the natural accumulation of soil over the debris of 
ruined edifices, particularly at Nimroud, Khorsa- 
bad, and Konyunjik, still indicated by local tradi- 
tions as the site of Nineveh, nearly opposite Mosul, 
on the Tigris. The monuments of Nimroud date 
back as far as 885 n.c. Those from lihorsabad, 722 
B.C., while those from Konyunjik are 721 s.c. 
Among them are the palace of Sennacherib, who 
closed his reign 705 B.o. A great variety of sculp- 
tures are in this department, and one inevitably be- 
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comes overwhelmed with the muchness of the whole | Here arè Bibles in Latin, a bull of indulgences, a 
thing. Here are massive statues of old Nebo in| psalter in Latin, a psalter on vellum, the works of 
atone, and representations of Nimroud, Sennacherib, | Cicero, ete., and all from the earliest periods of the 
and others, with their valorous exploits. The bronze | typographic art. l 
bracelets, anklets, fetters, etc., together with the| Case 4 contains more Bibles, psalters, eto. 
swords and weapons of warfare, are numerous, 'The| Case 5 contains a series of early German books, 
bas-reliefs here relating to battles, representing | and some from the low countries. 

them as they used to be in antiquity, are most exten-| Case 6 contains Specimens of the. earliest letter- 
sive. These bas-reliefs present a.vast amount con- | press in Italy, among which are Lactantius! Opera, 
nected with their system of mythology, their gods | printed in.a monastry, in 1465, the first printed in 
and goddesses, as well as of the history of their wars, | Italy with a date. Also the works of Livy, Dante, 
conflicts, etc. The ancient ivory carvings in this] Lascaris, and Virgil. 

part of the Museum would keep one studying for| Case 7 is a continuation ofthe same. 

months together. Among the inscriptions is the| Case 8 contains specimens of the earliest produc- 
account of the defeat of Nebuchadnezzar, by Cyrus, | tions of the printing press in England. Prominent 
as well as many other events in ancient history. | among them are the works of Caxton on the game 
There are roomfull after roomfull, gallery after | of chess, the siege of Troy, etc. 

gallery, of these antiquities of various nationalities,| Case 9 contains specimens of fine and sumptuous 
but I am compelled ‘to pass them by in silence. To| printing, among which are Petrarch, Herodotus, 
form any realization of them they must be seen. Dante, Bourasse, ete. 

In the Egyptian department are many carved| Case 10 contains specimens of beautiful illumina- 
and sculptured coffins and numerous mummies pre-|tions of a most perfect character, considering the 
served from the older dynasties four or five thousand | age in which they were executed. Among them are 
years ago, together with sepulcher vases, emblems, | Virgil, Martialis, Boccaccio, etc. 
etc. There are also great numbers of specimens of | Case 1.1 contains illustrations on wood and copper- 
Egyptian glassware made in the long ago, and| plate, and the wonder is how they could have done 
many of them still possessirig brilliant colora, There | so well when the art of printing was so young. 
are several rooms filled with Egyptian vases. Some| True, the copper-plate engravings are not as fine 
are called painted Fictile vases, discovered in the|as the copper and steel engravings of the present 
tombs of Italy and Greece. Many are of porphyry | day, but they are very good. 
and terra cotta. The amount of bronzes is greaí,| Case 12 contains numerous books containing auto: 
and largely diversitied, being figures of all the old | graphs of distinguished and remarkable persona, as 
gods, heroes, celebrities, etc. Lord Bacon, Michael Angelo, John Calvin, Luther, 

In the Ethnographical room are cases filled with | Melancthon, John Milton, Cecil, Lord Burghley, 
far more objects than I can name, including smaller| Queen Catharine, Parr, Sir Isaac Newton, etc. It 
idols, implements, musical instraments, weapons, | also contains some remarkable “broadsides,” among 
dresses, costumes, and a great number of articles | which are copies of the indulgence issued by Pope 
from the American continent belonging to savage | Leo. X. for the rebuilding of St. Peter’s at Rome, on 
life, comprising bows and arrows, dresses, utensils, | vellum. This indulgence was extensively sold by 
baskets, show-shoes, ete. Mexico, ancient Peru, | Tetzel and Samson, and aronsed the indignation of 
New Zealand, Polynesia, and Malaysia are also|Luther and started the Reformation.  Luther's 
fully represented in ancient relics and curiosities, |appeal to a general council against the proceedings 

When we had gone over but a part of the terri- | commenced against him at Rome, etc. 
tory here indicated, Mr. Rawson, having business| Case 13 contains typographical and literary curi- 
with some of the publishers of the city, left me to | osities, among which are the following: Henry VIII. 
make my way alone through the labyrinth of won-|of England, printed in 1521; the Great Bible, on 
ders and relies and antiquites, with all else that is to | vellum, 1539 ; Shakspere's Romeo and Juliet, 1597; 
be seen in this vast collection. Shakspere's comedies, histories, and tragedies, 1623; 

Perhaps one of the most important features in the | Defoe's Robinson Crusoe, 1719, etc. 

British Museum is the wonderful library of 1,400,000] Case 14 contains samples of book-binding, many 
volumes. One's awe is thoroughly aroused in wan- | of which are beautiful, though antique. N 

dering from room to room filled with immense| The department of manuscripts is extensive, and 
tomes, about as large as a man would wish to lift, | the saloon devoted to them possesses peculiar inter- 
and printed in all the languages of Europe. Thejest. Here are specimens of ancient and illuminated 
most Important of the collections that have been pre-| manuscripts, bindings, autograph letters, charters, 
sented to the museum are the Old Royal Library, {and seals. On one side are English and foreign 
presented by King Geérge IL, in the year 1757; be- {charters in glazed frames. Nearthem are specimens 
quests from Sir J oseph Banks, C. M. Cracherode, | of calligraphy, or copy books, written in their youth 
and especially the immense library formed by King | by Edward VI., Queen Elizabeth, Charles L, when 
George IIL, and transferred to the Museum in 1823, | prince, the handwriting of Lady Jane Gray, said 
known as the King's Library. In addition are|to have been written by her on the scaffold. Part 
many choice collections from numeroas generous per- | of the original will by Mary, Queen of Scots, an in- 
sons, running over aterm of more than a hundred|scription by John Milton, a diary kept by John 
years. I was surprised to seeso many large folios, | Locke in 1679, a volume of the original draft of the 
and was not aware that so large a portion of the|translations of Homer's Iliad, and Odyssey by Alex- 
books of olden times were made in such huge vol-|ander Pope, Ben Jonson's * Masque of Queenes,” 
umes. Iwalked up to many cases in King George the | 1609. The corrected draft of * The Sentimental 
Third's Library and read the titles. Many are his- | Journey,” by Laurence Sterne, Dr. Johnson's tragedy 
tories of- European countries, many contain the legis- | of “ Irene," a volume of the writings of Frederick 
lative proceedings in various countries. Some are in|the Great, a dialogue written by Jean Jacques 
French, some in Spanish, some in German, some in| Rousseau, an autobiography of Robert Burns, a 
Italian, and many of course in English. I could not| novel by Walter Scott, etc., eto. 

read even one thousandth part of the vast collection| Here is also a photograph of. the deed from 
of books had I taken a whole day for it. To pass William Shakspere whereby he mortgaged some 
through one vast room with eight or ten tiers of| London property. It bears his signature. The 
Shelves, all filled with large volumes, is perfectly | original articles of agreement between John Milton 
overwhelming. One is filled with wonder that man | and his publisher for * Paradise Lost ;" a document 
has written and printed so much. in the handwriting of Edmund Spenser ; an enu- 

In the center of the library rooms are rows of cases | meration of the British cavalry at Waterloo, in the 
filled with curiosities in typography since the days|handwriting of the Duke of Wellington. There are 
of Faust and Guttenberg, also four frames Containing forty-nine letters of 

In case 1 is the Biblia Pauperum, or Bible of the | English and foreign eminent men, from the sixteenth 
Poor, once a popular manual of devotion, and sup-|to the nineteenth century, among whom are Luther, 
posed to be the earliest of the “block books.” 'The|Calvin, Melancthon, Erasmus, Wolsey, Cranmer, 
cuts are colored by hand. Many other specimens of |Sir T. More, John Knox, Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir 
antique printing are in the same case. Phillip Sidney, Lord Burghley, Sir Francis bacon, 

In case 2 is Speculum Humane Salvationis, also| John Hampden, William Penn, Sir Isaac Newton, 
a block book, one of the oldest books rinted, | Sir Christopher Wren, Michael Angelo, Reubens, 
Temptations Demonis, a single page printed from a| Rembrandt, Galileo, Molière, Racine, Voltaire, 
block, showing the seven deadly sins and the minor | Dryden, Swift, Addison, Byron, Pitt, Burke, Fox, 
sins which eprung from them ; a German almanac, | Washington, Franklin, Wellington, Nelson, ete. 
by Johann Müller, for 1474; algo an impression from | There are also two frames containivg autographs of 
a block representing the seven ages of man, with the| English and foreign sovereigns, from Edward IV. 
wheel of fortune in the center. Date about 1460. |down to George III. The foreign sovereigns 

Case 3 contains rare specimens of the earliest pro-jinclude many.of Germany and France, Spain and 
ductions of the printing press in Germany, and every | Italy. 
article in it is worthy of special attention. In| Inthe center of the room are three tables con- 
looking at these we stand face to face with the | taining illuminated manuscripts aud others of great 
first efforts of that marvelous art which hasjinterest. They are very curious and interesting, 
proved io be the most powerful engine of mod-|but too numerous to even name. On the east side 
ern civilization, and one is justly astonished at|of the room are exhibited in frames attached to the 
the wonderful perfection which is reached in|screen a series of photograph prints from early il- 
its very infancy. In many instances the initial|luminated manuscripts and from Avglo-Saxon char- 
letters of chapters, etc., are in red, and in other |acters of periods from 692 to 838. On the west and 
instances the lines or words are alternately in|south sides are placed four upright glazed cases 
black and red; and the neatness and perfection with | containing early biblical manuscripts, among which 
which they were exeogted are wonderful] jndeed.jare the Codex Alexandrinus, the Bible in the vul- 


gate Latin text, a double roll of the Pentateuch, a 
volume of the Koran in Arabie, written in gold. 
The display of papyri islarge. At the north end 


jof the room are two table-cases, in which are dis- 
played impressions of royal, ecclesiastic, monastic, 
and baronial seals, the greater number being at- 


tached to original documents. The table on.the 
west contains the great seals of the British sover- 


eigns, from Edward the Confessor to Queen Vic- 
toria. The east table contains, in its several com- 
partments, seals of ecclesiastical dignitaries, chiefly 
archbishops and bishops of different sees of England 
and Wales, from the close of the eleventk century to 
the eighteenth ; and of the abbots and abbeys of 
England, and of noble knights and ladies of rank 
from the eleventh to the sixteenth centuries. 


The department of prints, engravings, and draw- 


ings is most extensive, but I cannot take the time 
to say much of them; suffice it io say, there are 
enough of them to satisfy the most extravagant 
tastes, embracing all conceivable subjects. The 
portraits of dignitaries and celebrities are very ex- 
tensive. The historical list is great indeed, but I 
must pass them by. 


I looked into the vast reading-room of the Muse- 


um. It is around room under the largest dome in 
the world, save the one on St. Peter’s in Rome, 
which is of the same size, 148 feet in diameter. In 
the center are several desks where clerical work is 
being performed by a large force of clerks. On 
seats outside of these are numerous persons who go 
there to examine the 80,000 volumes in that room 
alone, which fill some twelve or fifteen shelves 
running all around that vast room. It is free to 
every person who brings a recommendation as to 
good character. Some were copying from the vol- 
umes before them, while others were simply read- 
ing. Outside of the circular area is a passage some 
ten feet wide, with seven shelves of books on either 
side. In that passage alone, running all the way 
around, are twenty-five miles of shelves filled with 
books. 


The department of coins and medals is a most 


extensive one. lt is an interesting collection of 
eoins from the earliest times, and from all nations 
down to the present time. Many of the older coins 
are grotesque and odd looking enough, but they 
served for money, and were a great convenience to 
the hundreds of thousands of people through whose 
hands they passed. 'lhey were in cases arranged 
chronologically from 700 n. c. to our own century, 


comprising some seven different classifications. 
They are a study to which days could be properly 
devoted. 

The department of zoology is on the upper floor. 
It is a vast collection of specimens selected for ex- 
hibition from the existing classes of animals, and is 
contained in three galleries, and arranged in two 
series. The beasts, birds, reptiles, and fishes are 
exhibited in upright cases against the walls. The 
hard parts of the molluscous, radiated, and amulose 
animals .(as shells, corals, sea-eggs, star-fish, crus- 
tacea, and insects, and the eggs of birds, are arranged 
in the table cases in the middle of the several 
rooms. The names and numbers of the rooms are 
placed over the doorways in each apartment, and 
the numbers of the cases of the glass frames. The 
specimens are labeled with the scientific names, the 
English name when they have one, the country 
whence they came, and when they have been pre- 
sented, with the name of the donor. The general 
eolleetion of mammals, or beasts which suckle their 
young, is arranged in three rooms, the hoofed beasts 
being contained in the central saloon and southern 
zoological gallery, and the beasts with claws in the 
mammalia saloon. 

In the wall cases of the central saloon are exhib- 
ited antelopes, goats, and sheep. The cases be- 
tween the doorways contain bats. Some of the 
larger mammalia are placed on the floor, such as the 
giraffes, the walrus from the Arctic ocean, the Rbi- 
noceros, the hippopotamus, the elephant, all in diff- 
erent varieties. In two large glass cases are 
stuffed specimens and skeletous of those apes or 
monkeys which bear most resemblance to man, 
called *anthropoid apes.” To this group belong 
the gorilla and chimpanzee, inhabitants of western 
and central Africa, and the two kinds of ourang 
from Borneo and Sumatra. These animals live 
chiefly on fruits, and possess great strength. 

It will take too much time and space to even give 
the names of the animals represented, but it is 
perhaps enough to say that everything in the ani- 
mal kingdom is represented there, duly classified. 
There are representations from all quarters of the 
globe and from every Country on it, including all 
birds, reptiles, and insects, great and small, and 
thousands in number. Here the most devout student 
of natural history has an excellent opportunity for 
studying nature. 

In the upper part of the building, in the north 
gallery, is a wonderful assortment of geological 
specimens and fossils. The latter are partially ar- 
ranged in zoological order and prrtly in geological 
sequence. Thus the species of the natural families 
are grouped together, but each family commepoes 
with the most; recent examples of the group and ters 
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minates with those of the older rocks. The series 
of the remains of vertebrata, or animals with a back- 
bone, commences with the fishes, is continued on 
the walls facing the windows from room No. 2 to 
room No. 6, aud there returns in the wall-cases near 
the windows to terminate in room No. 2. 

The smaller objects are in the table-cases. In the 
lobby, between the bird gallery and the gallery 
of minerals and fossils, is a restored model of an 
extinct fossil tortoise of gigantic size from the 
Siwalik Hills in India. 

In room 1 are fossil plants in great variety and 
too numerous to name. They run from the smallest 
seaweed to the trunks of trees. 

Room 2 contains fossil fishes in almost endless 
numbers. . 

Rooms 3 and 4 are devoted to the reptilian classes, 
which are in themselves a most extensive study. 


Among them are érocodiles, huge lizards of every; 


conceivable variety, with many varieties of birds. 

Room 5 is occupied by the mammal fossils, includ- 
ing the cave-lions, hyenas, and wolves; the cave- 
bear, rhinoceroses, monkeys, bats, and beavers, 
gigantic deer, etc., etc. On some of the tables are 
seen corals in great variety ; worms, sea-urchins, 
fossil insects, crabs, lobsters, fossil shells, bivalves, 
etc. Here are tertiary fossil shells of the newer 
pliocene, the older pliocene, the miocene, or middle 
tertiary, chalk, gault, etc.; the pearl oyster, scall- 
lops, etc.; Jurassic, or Oolitic shells, shells of the 
Triassic system, Palceozeic shells of the Magnesian, 
Carboniferous, Devonian, and Silurian systems. All 
these specimens of the former life on our globe hun- 
dreds of thousands of years ago tell in thunder 
tones that the nilly fables upon which current theol- 
ogy is founded are wholly false and unworthy of 
credit. 

The department of mineralogy is extensive and 
most interesting, but I had not the time to give it 
‘investigation. 

The department of botany is complete; every- 
thing pertaining to the vegetable kingdom is there 
represented and scientifically classified and arranged, 
But I must confess that before I got around I was 
completely wearied both mentally and physically. 
I had seen more than I could comprehend and duly 
digest. Perhaps I felt a trifle as Artemus Ward did 
when among the Mormons of Salt Lake City, and 
when some seventeen damsels of uncertain ages 
approached him and wished him to marry them. He 
felt constrained under the circumstances to say 
* No," he could not marry them, whereupon they 
wrung their hands in great distress, bewailing their 
sad fate, saving, “O, this is too mach, it is too 
much !” “Yes,” replied Artemus, “that is just the 
trouble with me, it is the muchness of the thing 
that overpowers me.” So it was with me in the 
British Museum, the muchness of the thing com- 
pletely overwhelmed me and caused me to go across 
the street to my hotel and rest. P 

I soon fell asleep, but was awakened by the intel- 
ligence that Dr. T. S. Audrews, of Kipton, had 
called to see me. I soon joined him and his London 
friend, John S. Dryden. After chatting for about 
an hour we started out and called first upon Mr. 
Edward Truelove; this time we found him in, 
but so busy at getting a lot of books ready to 
send away that we remained but a short time, in- 
tending to call again. We then kept on down to 
the rooms of L. N. Fowler, the phrenologist, brother 
of O. S, Fowler. He has been living in London 
twenty years. He is very affable and courteous, 
and entertained us pleasantly. lle examined my 
head in New York nearly forty years ago, and I felt 
a little curiosity to see how an examination now 
would agree with the former one. He accordingly 
put me through a phrenologieal examination. He 
said I was not a felon even if I had been shut up 
with them, and that my love for truth and justice 
ia strong, that my bent of mind is more philosoph- 
ical than scientific, that while I have’ not love for 
combats and contentions, I would defend myself if 
attacked.. He said my defects consisted in a want 
of self-esteem, mathematical calculation, and mem- 
ory of details, and with these exceptions I have a 
pretty well balanced head. What else he said is not 
worth while to repeat; suffice it to say I deemed his 
description as very correct. 

It was time now to return to our hotel for 
dinner. (Londoners, like many New Yorkers, take 
their dinners at 6 r.m.) After dinner we took au 
omnibus for the House of Parliament. The en- 
trance to the House of Commonsis through a vaulted 
hall probably sixty feet in hight and forty or fifty 
feet in width, built many hundreds of years ago; 
after this we passed two or three other spacious 
halls or entrances embellished with statuary of Eng- 
land's favorite sons, also historical paintings of 
noted events in English history. We found several 
dozen in waiting for an order for admission, and 
J could not help being struck with the red-tapeixm 
which rules them. I sent in my card to Mr. 
Bradlaugh who soon came out and bid ua follow 
him. He had secured from the Speaker the privilege 
of occupying seats in the space reserved for distin- 
guished strangers. These seats are on the same 


floor (byt somewhat more elevated) with the seats! Westminster Abbey is in cloge proximity, and 


of the members, and but few have the honor of 
being seated there, the major part of the spectators 
being sent up into the galleries. The House of 
Commons consists of a room about 150 feet in 
length and 75 or 80 in width. The Speaker’s seat 
is at one end and those of the members on either 
side of the room, being continuous seats with wide 
cushions and not separate or independent seats as 
“are usual in legislative bodies in our country. No 
one has a steady seat of his own as with us, but oc- 
cupies for the day the seat assigned to him when 
‘the House sits. The House is richly fitted up, the 
seats being of mabogony, rosewood, or some dark 
wood. The light used is a gaslight, which shines 
through an immense skylight of ground-glass 
nearly as large as the room. The light thus fur- 
nished is not strong, but sufficient to enable one to 
jread, and it is very soft and mellow. Upon the 
whole the room has a somewhat heavy or semi- 
gloomy appearance, not by m means equal in 
cheerfulness to legislative halls I have seen in my 
own country. There was not a full attendance at 
the time we were there, the work. on band being 
committee work, and in reference to insane asy- 
lums, the salaries of keepers, chaplains, etc. The 
style of speaking of the members is mild and unim- 
passioned, they making but little effort to be ornate 
or to display oratorical ability and power. Some of 
the members were in favor of the bill under con- 
sideration, and some were opposed, of course. We 
listened with interest to what the different members 
had to say, though we but imperfectly understood 
the merits of the case. We observed that a Scotch 
member was quite witty in his remarks, and fre- 
quently caused the members to cry out, “ Hear ! 
Hear!” The terms “my noble friend,” “the 
learned gentleman,” and “his noble. lordship,” were 
very frequently used, there being several lords in 
the House. It was gratifying to see the Atheist 
Bradlaugh sitting there on an equality with other 
distinguished members. I trust he may eventually 
be able to effect the great reforms in the govern- 
ment of England upon which he has placed his 
heart. He came to us two or three times and con- 
versed with us on matters pertaining to the rules of 
the House, and pointed out to us several of the 
members, giving their names—Lord this, Secretary 
that, etc. Gladstone was not present, neither was 
Jobn Bright. The House of Lords had risen, so we 
did not see them. 

When we felt that we had viewed the proceedings 
of the law-making body of England long enough we 
returned to our hotel to retire to rest. I assuredly 
felt that I had put in a good hard day's work, and 
know I was thoroughly weary. 

On Tuesday morning Dr. Andrews and his friend 
Dryden called upon me to accompany them to some 
points of interest, Mr. Rawson having other matters 
to look after. We first called again upon Mr. 
Edward Truelove, and bad an excellent visit with 
him. He narrated the particulars of his two trials 
for selling Robert Dale Owens’ “ Moral Physiology,” 
the first trial being a disagreement of the jury. On 


the second trial he was convicted and sentenced toi 


four months’ imprisonment. His experience iu 
prison was more severe than my own, he being com- 
pelled to sleep for several weeks upon a bard plank 
for a bed, his food was of the most undesirable 
character, and he was not allowed to see any of his 
friends, or to communicate with them for the first 
three months. But he thinks his imprisonment. has 
done good, and that the prosecution has done more 
toward bringing the work into notice than the 
opposite course would have done. He took us up 
stairs in his dwelling, and showed us the handsome 
testimonial gotten up by his friends upon his dis- 
charge from prison. It is neatly executed and is in 
a gilt frame. He also showed us the table on which 


Thomas Paine wrote the “ Rights of Man." It has. 


on it an engraved silver plate, plaeed there by 
Paine’s true friend, Thomas Clio Rickman, who 
wrote a life of Paine, and valued the table very 
highly. I should judge by Mr. Truelove’s descrip- 
tion that the Comstock of London, Mr. Collette, is 
another just sucha meddler and unprincipled per- 
son as we have in New York, attending to the dirty 
work of the Society for the Suppression of Vice, 
and it is believed he is doing more harm than good. 
He is evidently come a good deal into disrepute, as 
he deserves to be. 

The next point visited was St. Marguerette’s 
church and Westminster Abbey. <A military wed- 
ding had just taken place.in the church, and a com- 
pany of very finely dressed soldiers were in attend- 
ance. The church is built in-the style of the cathe- 
drala, high and lofty, with heavy stone columns, 
and no wood work. Around the sides were numer- 
ous paintings and statues of saints, kings, and 
queens, Under the aisles and passages were buried 
distinguished individuals of the past centuries, and 
on the flat stones forming the floor were inseribed 
their names, date of death, ete. ‘The dead were said 
to be resting all over the church beneath every part 
of the surface, It seems to me án unft place for 
burial The idea of a church being made a charnel 
honse is a repulsive one. 


ye! 


soon entered its lofty-vaulted nave, and walked 
slowly through its aisles, transept, chancel, cloisters, 
and chapels. It is one of the most remarkable 
edifices lever entered. There is a Jegend that it , 
was built on the site of an ancient pagan temple. 
This was built by the Catholies, and partakes of all 
the grandeur characteristic of Catholic abbeys. The 
first building on this ground was built by the early 
Britons who became converta in one of the early 
centuries. This was burnt, but in the reign of Edward 
the Confessor the debris was cleared away, and a- 
most magnificent structure was built in its place. 
He did this to ingratiate himself with the clergy. 
He also renewed their charter, and granted them new 
and additional favors. 
` Henry III. in his day pulled down the edifice. 
built by Edward, and enlarged the plan of the 
ancient abbey. He also added a chapel, which he 
dedicated to the ** Blessed Virgin." But it was not 
till the time of Henry VII. that the present stately 
chapel now known by his name was planned and 
built. The abbey seems to have fallen inte some 
neglect, and Henry VIII. robbed it of some of the 
valuables. After this Sir Christopher Wren was 
deputed by Parliament to repair it and decorate it, 
and he skilfully and faithfully executed his commis- 
sion. 
-The Abbey is built in the form of a cross. The 
length from west to east is 375 feet; from north to 
south, 200 feet; breadth of nave and aisles, 75 feet; 
hight from pavement to inner roof, 101. feet; 
hight to the lantern, 140 feet. The stonecolumns are 
heavy and carved. There are two dozen or more of 
these massive columns nearly a hundred feet in hight 
and six or eight feet in diameter, fluted or cut out- 
wardly in rolls. But it is what.is in the old Abbey 
that invests it with great interest. Here hundreds 
_of the kings, queens, and notables of England were 
‘buried. There are large numbers of tombs in the 
south portion of the Abbey. These consist of more 
lor less elaborate masonry, carving, and ornamenta- 
tion of the olden style. A recumbent figure of the 
departed, in stone, bronze or other metal, the size of 
‘life or larger is upon the tomb. They lie with their 
, faces upward, the palms of their hands together in 
‘a devotional attitude, apparently waiting for 
Gabriel to blow his trumpet to call them to arise. 
. But, however full of contention they were during 
‘their lifetimes, they have now for hundreds of 
| years lain very quietly together; and it is my opin- 
‘jon Gabriel will have to blow his horn extremely 
„loud, and keep it up a long time, before he can make 
! those old decayed bones change their position. 

In the Abbey are buried thirteen kings and four- 
teen queens, to say nothing of dukes, earle, mar- 
quises, knights, warriors, statesmen, and authors— 
; one of the latter being Charles Dickens. 

In the chapel of St. Edmond repose the bones of 
: John, son of Edward IL, 1331; the Earl of Staf- 
i ford, 1702 ; Monck, bishop of Hereford, 1661; the 
! children of Edward lI; Lady Jane Seymour; and 
| many dukes, duchesses. right honorables, bishops, eto. 

In the chapel of St. Nicholas are buried some six- 
teen other notables of * ye olden time.” 

In the chapel of Henry VII. are hardly as many 
tombs. 

In the north aisle is a monument to Queen Eliza- 
beth, Mary, daughter of James L, Edward V., and 
several more. - i , 

In the chapel of St. Paul repose the bones of a 
dozen more. : 

In the chapel of St. Edmond are Henry III, 
Queen Eleanor, Henry V., Queen Philippa, Edward 
IH., Margaret, daughter of Edward V., Richard II. 
and queen, and others. 

So in numerous other chapels lie various other 
dead kings, queens, dukes, duchesses, lords, ladies, 
generals, etc. Some of them were extremely turbu- 
lent and dishonorable when alive, but they are 
all extremely quiet now. The chapels are compara- . 
tively smaller rooms or little churches that par- c 
tially surround the Abbey or the cathedral as the 
case may be. They are dedicated to some particu- 
lar saint, and are large enough for two or three bun- ` 
dred to worship in, and some of them are double that 
capacity. In one of the chapels of Westminster 
Abbey the walls of which were painted in antique 
style, the House of Commons at one time held 
jts sessions. Much of the decoration has perished, 
although considerable still remains. 

Besides the distinguished personages buried in 
the chapels, the aisles, transepts, etec., are said to be 
full—or rather the earth beneath them—of the- 
dead bodies of knights, sirs, and honorables who 
hustled and bustled on the stage of life one, two, 
three, and four centuries ago. There is a great deal 
of history connected with this grend, gloomy old 
abbey, but I will not undertake to give it to you, for 
I am not sufticiently familiar with it; but there the 
corovation of many of England’s kings and queens 
took place ; there royal weddings and funerals were 
celebrated, and there great numbers of England's 
distinguished dead were buried, as I have already - 
stated. No perrors could have the honor of being 
buried there unless they were of the royal family or 
the nobility, or had conferred some distinguished 
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seryiees upon their country, +- -: 


Ralph Waldo. Emerson, upon the subject of this| um, and contains many things not found in the lat- | oysters were from Dutchland, and look differen 


old abbey, wrote these lines: , 


‘O'er England's abbeys benda the sky, 
As on its friends with kindred eyo, 
For out of thoughts interior sphere 
These wonders rose to upper air, 
And nature gladiy gave the place 
Amongst the glories of her race, 
And granted them an equal date 
With Andes and the Ararat," 


Sir Walter Scott penned the following on the 
same subject : E , 


“ Here, where the end of earthly things 
Lays heroes, patriots, ords, and kings; 
Where still the hand and sull the tongue 
Of those who fought and spoke and sung; 
Here, where the fretted aisles prolong 
The distaat notes of holy song, 

As if some angel spoke again, 

* All peace on earth, good will to men,’ 

If ever from an English heart, 

O here let prejudice depart; 


Where, taming thoughts to human pride, 
The mighty chiefs sleep side by side, 


The solemn echoes seem to cry, 
Here let their discords with them lie.” 


In one of the chapels, among the tombs of the 
fallen great, 1 noticed a striking representation in 
sculpture of Death striking his dart,into the wife of 
a doting husband. The. man and-wife were ona 
marble table some three feet from the pavement, 
and Death, a horrid skeleton with a blanket drawn 
around him, and javelin in hand, was, with deadly 
aim, directing it at the lady, while the husband 
stood appalled with horror and dismay. It was 
most striking. 

The statuary and paintings in the abbey are the 
most pleasing features in it. One can walk around 
there for hours and view with rapture the works of 
art there displayed before his ravished gaze. 1 will 
not undertake to give the names of the statues or 
fine large paintings, but they must amount to sev- 
eral hundreds, and they are a great study for the 
studenta and for every appreciative person. The 
trouble is, one has so much to see and wonder at 
that his little vessel is soon running over, and he is 
unable to fully comprehend all the beauties pre- 
sented before him. 

At the end of the south transept is what is called 
the poet’s corner. Here are finely wrought statues 
and busts*of the most distinguished writers, poets, 
and historians of the realm. There may be found 

, Shakspere, Chaucer, Grote, Thirwell, Garrick, Grabe, 
l; Camden, Casaubon, Coxe, Wordsworth, Barns, 
NE W yat, W etenhall, Hobbes, Addison, Macaulay, T'hack- 
. eray, Campbell, Mackenzie, Goldsmith, Gay, Dickens, 


Pope, Thompson, Southey, Johnson, Pritchard, 


Rowe, Scott, Sharp, Prior, Milton, Gray, Butler, 
Spenser, Johnson, Drayton, Cowley, South, Dryden, 
and many others whose names I do not retain. 

Let me repeat again that all along the walks are 
paintings and statues in great numbers. It doubt- 
less would be interesting to read the names of all 
the subjects, but I cannot give them ; they, however, 
consisted of statesmen, generals, nobles, and big 
men in all the walks of life. It is a great honor, of 
course, to be commemorated by painting or statue 
in Westminster Abbey. 

The stained windows are a marked feature and 
cost a large sum of money. These are at the ends 

eof the nave, transepts, and aisles, and are large and 
brilliant. They are full of figures and designs in 
the brightest colors. 

' The organ is very large, and doubtless sends forth 
Sonorous Sounds when the saints assemble there to 
worship, which is every Sunday. Service may be 
held in the main aisle, in the chancel, or in the tran- 
sept, or in some of the chapels, according to the 
numbers; but with all its magnitude, with all its 
loftiness, all its magnificence, all its great expense, 
it seems like a cheerless, gloomy place in which to 
assemble for a meeting. A snug little church, or 
even a good country schoolhouse, would seem pref- 
erable, especially in cold weather. 

As I traversed the cloisters and walks where the 
monks used to do penance and pass hours in medita- 
tion ;, as I looked at the places where they used to 

. say their prayers and count their beads, when I 
looked at the cells,where they lived, when I took 
into consideration all the errors in the system of 
religion the old Abbey was built to perpetuate, and 
the many years of toil and tears and groans it has 
cost on the part of thousands—for it is at last the 
laboring classes that build all the abbeys and cathe- 
drale—I pronounced it a monument of human folly, 
and nothing less. ] 

We next made our way to South Kensington 
Museum, four or five miles away. lt has most 
beautiful grounds of several acres, laid off and dec- 
orated elaborately in beautiful plots, walks, foun- 
tains, lakes, etc., with a profusion of flowers every: 
where. The day was pleasant, and for the first time 
in London we had a view of the sun. 

The Museum is most extensive, occupying many 

. hundreds of feet of buildings and covering twelve 
acres of ground, and cost £60,000, or $300,000. In 
many respeots it is fully equal to the British Muse- 


ter. 
enter into anything like a detailed description. Ijstouter looking. I have tasted of none of them. 

am too weary to undertake it, and I am not certain}. I then made my way to the celebrated Tower of 
but that so much detail has become irksome to you. | London, which for many centurieshas had a bloody, 


We passed first through the Indian and orientalj cruel history. Here many princes and. princesses . 


departments, where we saw almost everything per-|have been shut up, here many a brave man has 
tainin 
including the rude and imperfect plows with which{have been sentenced to death, and here many hap- 
they til the ground, the vehicles and carriages in|less.human beings have been executed. - E 


which they ride, the style of houses in which they| The tower is not one building, but a series of grim 


live, the clothes they wear, the boats and ships which | looking buildings of varied appearances and sizes, ` 
sail upon their waters, the coins they use for money, | more or less joined together by walls, and surround- ` 


as well as the gods they have worshiped and still|ing an area of three or four acres. It was not all 
continue to bow down to. There are hundreds of} built at one time, but in different centuries. The 
idols and gods used in Asiatic countries, Egypt,|older part is said to have been erected at the time 
Greece, and Rome. These are of all sizes, kinds,|the island was in possession of the Romans, other 
and varieties. Some are pocket gods, and some twice| portions under the Saxons, and later under the 
as large as a man; some made of stone, some of| Normans. It is of massive stone, some of the walls 
wood, some of bronze, and some of gold. I am sure | being fifteen feet thick. 

there are gods enough in that museum for all the| Joing a company which had formed by paying a 
people in the world. shilling—twenty-five cents—a guide accompanied 

The collection of Indian, Assyrian, Egyptian, | us and explained, in unintelligible English, some of 
Grecian, and Roman antiquities is very large, and|the events which have transpired within those 
in viewing them one is lost in wonder how so many | walls, as well as the relics, arms, etc., which are 
articles from the olden times could be procured, and | stored there. He first pointed out what used to be 
even how the people of old should find time to make|the moat surrounding the tower, but which half a 
so much. I was impressed with the conviction to] century ago was filled up. 
what extent England has robbed India. The rich} He next pointed out the Traitor’s Gate—two 
fabrics, wares, and various articles of manufacture | heavy, cumbrous leaves, nearly on a level with the 
of all conceivable kinds are perfectly astounding.| walls of the Thames, and which gate has swung 
It seemed as though.we must have walked at least a | open to receive many unfortunate wretches, who 
mile viewing the rich carpets, tapestry, robes, laces, | rarely escaped with their lives. When the tide is 
scarfs, shawls, silks, satins, with vases, work boxes, | high, small boats could pass through the gates and 
cabinets, inlaid boxes, musical instruments, porcelain | bring the prisoners to'the castle steps. 
wares, swords, guns, spears, in all conceivable varie-| We entered the fortress by the Middle Tower. 
ties, battle axes, gewgaws, Curiosities in metal, wood, | This is a strong portal, flanked with bastions, and 
glass, porcelain, and thousands of things I cannot|defended by gates and bastions and a portcullis. 
begin to remember. Enough is there to study for| The latter is a most formidable looking affair, being 
weeks, and thousands of great curiosities may be|a heavy gate of iron with huge pointed bars, which 
passed wholly unnoticed. . falls suddenly, when desired, upon man or horse, 

The department of statues is large and most inter-|causing instant death to all who stood under it. 
esting. It would require quite a pamphlet to give a| Heavy metal gates were also used to shut and pro- 
catalogue of what is there. The subjects are both | tect the tower against invasion. 
pagan and Christian, and which contain the greatest] The By word Tower stands at the southwest angle 
absurdities is a. matter of question. Many of the | of the fortress, and forms the principal entrance to 
statues are of fine marble, while some are plaster|the exterior line of fortifications. 
easts from celebrated pieces in various parts of the] Ofthe Cradle Tower, only the lower part of the 
world. Among the casts were two sections of what|original structure remains. It forms a curious 
I think is called Trojan's Pillar, from. Rome. "lhe|vaulted gateway, which in former times led to a 
diameter must be fully ten feet, and the hight of | drawbridge. 
each section forty feet, the surface covered with} The lower part is all that exists of the original 
sculptured designs, such as battle scenes, etc. They] Wall Tower. It consists of a vaulted chamber 15 
are Mi imposing. i 'by 10 feet. 

One large, long hall is devoted to the display of| There is but a relic left of the ancient Develin, 
keramio pottery. ,Here is arranged in cases the|or Inner Gate Tower, much of it being of modern 
whole of the museum collection of earthenware, | date. 
stone ware, and porcelain. Here are fine specimens| The larger portion of the White Tower buildings: 
of pottery of the past few centuries, with an inter- | was erected under the Normans some eight hundred 
minable variety of patterns, models, and designs, and | years ago. This is a quadrangular structure, and 
from different countries. occupies the central portion of the inner ward. It 

The picture galleries are most extensive and|measures 116 feet by 96 feet, and is 92 feet in 
attractive. Here are numerous paintings by the old | hight. It is embattled, and has watch-towers, or 
masters, among whieh are Raphaels cartoons,|turrets, at each angle. The roof is covered with 
pieces by Burnet, Calleott, Carpenter, Clint, Collins, | lead. It consists of three lofty stories, besides the 
Constable, Cooke, Cope, Creswick, and scores of|spacious vaults in the basement floor. The outer 
other celebrated artists. ‘The subjects of the paint- | walls are fifteen feet thick. 
ings are widely varied, but quite a portion are} ‘The first apartment we entered was filled with 
Christian, while there are numerous landscapes, his-| figures of footmen and horsemen in the armor that 
torical events, battle scenes, marine pieces, portraits, | was used then—more than four centuries ago, We 
poetical and imaginative designa, in short, embrac-|saw the armor used by many of the kings, and as 
ing almost everything attempted by art. A large the heavier sets weigh one hundred and twelve 
proportion of the paintings are large and brilliant,| pounds, we could easily comprehend that a man 
and one may wander through chamber after cham- | must feel extremely clumsy to fight in such a garb. 
ber, from gallery to gallery until his head is weary, | The whole front cf the body was covered, including 
turned, and confused with the wonders and beauties | legs, arms, hands, aud face, when the front piece 
he has seen. was lowered. Among the sovereigns represented 

Here are also a large collection of books, but not | was Queen Elizabeth on horseback, as she appeared 
as many as at the British Museum. Great facilities | when she went to Westminster Abbey to return 
are extended to classes and students in the various | thanks for the destruction of the Spanish Armada. 
departments. Isaw many copying statues, portraits, | Her horse was led by a page. She was buried in 
landscapes, etc. But I could not tell you all were 1| Westminster Abbey, where I saw her tomb and a 
to write a week. I may as well quit right here as) figure of herself, life-size, or larger, on the top of it. 
anywhere. At a little past nine in the evening,| There must have been forty or more figures of 
being greatly wearied, I was glad to take an omni-|knights, princes, and kings on horseback and on 
bus to reach the hotel, arriving there about 10 P. m. | foot representing the king, and nearly all were clad 
I was so fatigued that sleep soon came tomy eyelids, | with the armor peculiar to the times in which they 
when the statues, the antiquities, the paintings, the | lived. 
gods, were for the first time fully forgotten. On the walls were numerous ornamentations, as 

On Wednesday morning I made my way, in com-|suns, rosettes, etc., composed of swords; spears, 
pany with Mr. Dryden, through the Strand, Fleet lances, sabres, bayonets, and knives. These mur- 
street, Cheapside, etc., to Billingsgate. This is the | derous implements were bright and very artistically 
great fish market of London, once so noted for its|arranged. There were great quantities of them. 
coarse, vulgar women, but which has become] One is filled with wonder at the great number of 
changed, and is now wholly attended to by men, aud | them, and that man should ever be led to use such 
everything is conducted as well as possible. The} deadly weapons upon his fellow-man. Some of the 
building. is a large substantial stone structure, far| swords were nearly.four feet long and heavy enough 
superior to Washington Market in our city. I saw | for a giant. We saw, also, all conceivable manner 
a great quantity of fish of many varieties which Ij of firearms used three centuries and more ago. In 
never saw before, and which seemed to be changing |the time of Henry VIII. they had revolving guns 
owners pretty rapidly. They were selling by|with four chambers, The most of the guns were 
auction, and the stock went off rapidly. I saw large|heavy and unwieldly. Different kinds of shot were 
turbot, a flat, singular looking fish; periwinkles, aj exhibited, and, among others, round-stone shot of 
kind of sea snails. These are boiled, and the meat | various sizes, the largest being nearly twelve inches 
picked out. They are much used by the poor. Ijin diameter. In the same room were the old imple- 


saw here many other singular looking marine|ments of torture with which many poor wretches, 


animals, whose names I can not remember. The (Concluded on page 000.) . 


But I know you will excuse me if I do not|from their American cousins, being shorter and — 


to oriental life in the past and present,|been made to drag out year after year, here many. i 
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either of the old political parties. I do not believe his 
satanic sovereignty could inaugurate a worse policy or enact 
worse laws than both the old parties hav done. 

Mr. Leland says in his reply to Mr, Hoover in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER of August 14th, ** Besides, of those. Demo- 
crats twenty years ago, some millions are dead, and other 
millions, younger. more progressiv, not so bloody, Demo- 
crats are born in the party instead,” etc, Will friend Le- 
lana tell us how honest, progressiv young men voting for a 
political party is going to change the policy of that party? 
If Mr. Hoover’s logic has lost one leg, has not friend Le- 
land’s lost both? The honesty of the voters has nothing at 
ell to do with the case; it is the leaders who run the party, 
not the voters. I say that the leaders of both the old par- 
ties are dishonest, but I would be far from saying that all 
who vote for them are dishonest, or that all the candidates 
are, but I mean to say that the party machinery of both the 
old parties is as corrupt and rotten at heart as hell itself, 
All the manipulators of the wires think of and care for are 
the spoils of office, and these facts are admitted by Mr. 
Bennett himself and nearly all the former Republicans who 
propose this season to vote the Democratic ticket. I ask, 
then, what good cau Liberalists secure in helping either of 
the old corrupt parties into power? "Try your policy, gen- 
tlemen, of supporting political vice (a party that is full of 
it) to obtain political virtue, of supporting an infamous load 
of dishonesty to obtain honesty, and see if you do not get 
your own virtue and honesty a good deal taiuted, your 
forces demoralized, and the Liberal cause seriously injured, 
if not entirely defeated, before you get through. Rather 
giv me a thousand honorable defeats than one ignoble or 
corrupt victory that will engender a deadly political pesti- 
lence that will bring ruin in the end. 

Principle will eventually spike our enemies’ guns and 
silence their batteries forever. But try policy in one direc- 
tion, and you will begin to eourt it in other cases, and stiil 
On, until it will permeate and infuse itself into the whole 
organization aud bring speedy and inevitable ruin. I am 
very sorry to see almost every great movement of our age 
truckling to policy, for to me it argues future ruin ‘and 
death, : 

I desire to notice Mr. Herbold in some of his declarations 
in Tue, TRUTH SEEKER of August 14th. He says, ''To 
vote for James B, Weaver and the Greenback party is 
equally impossible for one who does not believe in a corn- 
cob currency interconvertible with cornstalks, or, to drop 
metaphor, does not approve of financial vagaries and follies 
that hav been exploded & hundred times, as often reap- 
peared, and beén cried up as something new under the sun 
by their holders." How does it occur that this gentleman 
has made such à grand discovery as all that? Where did he 
get his clairvoyant powers from to see’ so much humbug 
lying in the folds of the swaddling-clothes of the young 
‘‘rag-baby.” Many of our countrymen, possessing the 
ablest minds, hav examined very thoroughly the pedigree 
of the ‘‘ rag-baby,” hsv examined the claims of its parent. 
age, and the place of his parentage, and they say it is of 
legitimate birth, born in the natural way, not sired by the 
‘*Holy Ghost" nor any other ghost; and, further, they hav 
examined the child from the '* crown of its head to the sole 
of its feet," and decla-e that it is sound every way and 
without blemish, How, then, I ask, does it occur that one 
Charles J. Herbold, hailing from tne ‘ queen city of the 
West,” bas made such a. wonderful discovery of the ‘‘spots” 
and ''blemishes" in the body of this modern prodigy, the 
rag-baby ?. x 

Ought he not to get his discovery patented and sell it out 
by stater, counties, and towxships, ur pass it over to Bur. 
num? He further says, ' The American people hav too 
much good, solid common sense to reopen the financial 
question, which has been settled by a dozen square fights, 
much to the disgust of the Democratic party, which in 
some states foracok its old and tried convictions on the sub- 
ject of finance, entangled itself with toese financial crotch- 
ete, and got soundly trounced for its pains.” And so we 
hav another importunt discovery—that the financial question 
is now entirely settled by the American people, and that 
the Democratic party got its fingers badly burnt for med- 
dling with it. Then I can only say, Served it right. It had 
no busisess to meddle with it, when it was doing so in bad 


Communications. 


Politics Once More.—A Voice from the West. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH Sesxer, Air ; Your cor- 
reepondents differ very materially upon the political situs- 
tion. There is nothing wrong in an honest difference of 
judgment, which is the case in this instance, lhavno doubt 
about the honesty of Messrs. Bennett, Leland, Wakeman, 
and others in desiring to hav the Liberalists vote the Demo- 
cratic ticket, It is as unkind and ungenerous to charge tnem 
with dishonesty, as some hav seemed to do, as it would 
be for them to charge us with dishonest motivs because 
we do not see as they do politically, 

The popular political feeling among Liberalists, so far, 
seems to be expressing itself in three directions, namely, 
in favor of supporting the Democratic ticket, in favor of 
supporting the Greenback ticket, aud in favor of running a 
separate.or independent ticket. The vital point is, which 
will be the best for the cause? Mr. Leland is showing up 
the advantages of voting the Democratit ticket as well, I 
think, as any one can who entertains that position, and 
others are showing up the advantages of running an indc- 
pendent ticket as well, I think, as can be done. 

With your permission, Mr. Editor, I desire to present in 
an impartial manner, as I hope, the advantages that would 
result from using our forces with the Greenback party. 
Before 1 do 80, however, I desire to notice Mr. Leland’s 
position and the arguments he and others offer on that side 
of the question. Mr. Leland says, ‘‘ Vote the Democratic 
ticket this time, and if we cannot get what we want of that 
party, then vote the Republican ticket next time and defeat 
the Democrats, and so on.” This is what is termed, in the 

‘acience of politics (if there be any science in politics), 
'" policy.” Is it true that policy is a stronger basis on which 
to work or build than principle ? When did friend Leland 
make that important discovery ? Does history prove it? 
If so, when and where? That a scheme may succeed 
sooner sometimes by this method or short cut is perhaps 
true, but its very success, so-called, is mostly a defeat, and 
the worst kind of a defeat too. Yes, itis the old theologi- 
cal dogma that the end justifies the means. But you get 
persons to adopt this policy business generally, and how 
long beforo the sense of justice and truth and goodness in 
the human heart is deadened, and principle itself succumbs 
to the mastery of the devil? If you want to demoralize the 
forces of Freethought, feed them on policy and I fear you 
will do it, and that, too, in a short time. Givena general and 
an army inspired by policy instead of patriotism and princi- 
ple, and how long before demoralization and utter defeat 
will overtake him and his forces? I ask if there ever was 
any other road yet found to real permanent and lasting suc- 
cess but that of principle? Ifso, whereis it? Iown I hav 
never found it, No, the true and lasting basis of all polit- 
ical, mora], or social revolutions or reforms in this world 
is principle. Establish your movements upon this basis and 
they can brave the flames of hell, and will liv and prosper 
&nd bless humanity; but you build them upon policy and 
you build upon the sand, and the first gale that sweeps by 
will level them with the earth. Oh, yes; I know what Mr. 
Leland will say, that he proposes to stand to principle; that 
he will be true to the principles of the League. Are you 
sure of that, Mr. Leland ? You come to me with principle 
in one hand and policy in the other. What sm I to think 
of you playing good God with one hand and good devil 
with the other, and, like the traveler in the *' satyr’s cave,” 
first blowing hot and then blowing cold ? You say this 
is the true method of reformation, and you no doubt hon- 
estly believe it, and maybe your method is the true one, 
but if a0, I honestly own I cannot see it. You know good 
old dog Tray was badly beaten for getting into bad com- 
pany, and will not we be badly beaten if we get into the 
Democratic party ? At least, I think we should canvass 
` this ground thoroughly in all directions before we conclude 
to do so. 

If you believe in policy as above principle, why not join 
the Catholic church to defeat the Protestants, and if the 
Catholics will not giv you your rights then join the Protest- 
ants to defeat the Catholics? Why not alternate in this 
manner and see-saw until you obtain the end in view ? 

Ihav serious fears that Liberalism will be murdered in 
the house of its friends, Most certainly I am apprehensiv 

-that if this great movement is to be based upon policy, 
it will be short-lived and soon pass to its merited oblivion. 

One word about throwing our vote away—unless we vote 
for the winning side. Suppose Jesus Christ was really 
what our Christian friends say he is—a bora fide Savior— 
and was running forthe Presidency of the United States 
to-day, and his Christian satanic majesty, the devil, was 
the opposing candidate. Well, our Christian friends say 
that ninety-nine hundredths are already voting for and 
bound for the Devil. Now we say that we will not vote for 
Christ, though he would save us and bless us all, because he 
cannot succeed; but we will vote for his satanic msjesty, be- 
cause he is the winning man, and we thereby elect him; and 
then we burn our tar barrels and fire off our sky rockets and 
shout ourselvs hoarse over our grand success. Yes, a glori- 
ous success indeed—a boomerang, for which we are roasted 
alive, punched up with a long pole, and suffer indescribable 
torments to all eternity—all the untold sgonies of an undy- 
ing hell! This is political success, is it? ‘‘ O consistency, 
thou art indeed a jewel!" Save me forever from such polit- 
ical success. 

Yet this is a parallel case with those who talk about vot- 
ing for either of the-old parties because they can succeed. 
"What boots itto succeed when success is irretrievable ruin? 

"Yet this is the philosophy of that ignis fatuus dogma of suc- | When you support Mr. English you support a bloated 
cess without principle. I only speak for myself when I say | bondholder, a thief, a robber, and I hav no doubta mur- 


startling news, I apprehend, to thousands and tens of thou- 
sands in America to-day to Jearn that the financial question 
is now permanently settled by the American people. I own 
it is startling news to me, One of the greatest questions 
that ever appealed to the statesmanship of amy age or any 
couniry for adjustment is now permanently settled. Since 
there is a political oracle to go to now, will it not be wise 
for Mr. Weaver to go home, draw off his forces, quit cai- 
vassing, and disband his political organization, for we are 
told that we cannot succeed as a party ? 

Agair, this friend and brother—for such I believe he is, 
and I desire to only attack his political views and not the 
brother bimself—says he is going to vote for Hancock, and 
givs his reasons, and also says he is going to vote for 
English '* because he ia one of the people, a self-made man, 
and a quare man.” Let us see about that, my good brother, 
fora moment, Itis not denied by the Democrats that this 
man Enaglith ie, or has been, a bondholder and banker, 
and that he is worth about a million of dollars. Is such a 
man ''of the people and for the people, a self-made man, 
and a square man?” I can say at least that there is one 
vote Mr. English will not get, ‘‘Bquare man," is he? 
**gelf-made and of the people ?” and yet worth a million of 
doilars, and made it by government bonds and banking! 
No honest man was ever worth s million of dollars. No 
man can make that much money and make it honestly. 


that I would just as soon vote for the devil outright as for;derer too, for robbery produces starvation, and starvation 


faith, simply to catch votes. But it will be remarkable and: 
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is murder. And these are the candidates we are called upon 
to support for the highest office within the gift of the 
American people—men who liv on government spoils and 
rob widows and orphans, men, women, and children, on 
every hand by taking advantage of their necessities. I 
do not blame the men so much as I do the corrupt system 
under which we all liv, but I can never support the system 
or the men while I hav my senses, X. 

But it has been said that the Greenback party has some 
dishonest men in its ranks, Yes, that is true; all parties 
hav them, and if we wait to support a political party until 
we get all the dishonest men out of it, it will be some time 
before we cast another vote, But I can safely say that the 
Greenback party has not so many dishonest men yet, be- 
sides its platform and principles cut off the spoils of office, 
and hence destroy the opportunities for stealing; and if hon- 
est men would all take hold of it they could soon make it a 
political organization that would secure all the rights of the 
people and destroy the arbitrary and unjust exercise of 
power in all directions, No one but a political fanatic 
would claim that the Greenback party, or the men who 
compose it, or its platform, or its principles, are perfect, but 
in every respect think this new political organization is 
ahead of either of the old parties except in numbers, and 
the history of the old Abolition or Free-soil party shows 
what has been done by a Strict adherence to principles can 
be done again. Then what need we fear while we stick 
close to principles and hav the bright and glorious example 
of the old Abolition or third party before us ? 

Now it is possible that I shall be throwing a big bomb- 
shell into the Liberal camp, and perchance get badly 
trounced for it, if I should say that I think the Liberals hav 
got “the cart before the horse,” and yet I honestly believe 
that such is the fact. The Liberals think, as I apprehend, 
that the Liberal Lesgue movement is the greatest reform in 
the world, and of the most vital importance. Now is this 
true ? Ithink not. I hold that the Labor Reform is far 
ahead of it in importance, Do not the child's necessities 
require food, clothing, and shelter long years before it 
knows whether it is a slave or not to any religion, church, 
or dogmatism ? Food, clothing, and shelter, a spot of 
earth to call à home, and land on which to earn a living, 
are first and always our most pressing necessities. These 
necessities and blessings the Labor Reform advocates are 
endeavoring to furnish to all persons who are willing to’ 
labor for them, These are inalienable rights and prime 
necessities to all human beings, and should be guaranteed to 
all who will lend à helping hand to obtain them. Those 
who labor should hav the full proceeds and fruits of their 
labor, which is not in any sense the case now, Secure 
these advantages to the people, and you can get a hundred 
and I believe a thousand subscribers to Taz TRUTH SEEKER 


to where you now get one; your tracts, papers, and, Lib- 


eral publications would: be spread all over the land like the 
leaves of the forest, and be read, digested, and appreciated; 
your Libéral Leagues would spring up everywhere; your 
camp-meetings and conventions would be attended by 
thousands of truth-seeking, earnest soule, not one of whom 
goes now, because they hav not means to go with ; your 
public lecturers would be supported with a lavish hand, 
and the good work go bravely on, I know whereof I 
speak. I know a large number of Liberals here in this 
vicinity who desire most earnestly to go to the Bismarck 
Camp-Meeting commencing next week, but cannot do go on 
account of lack of means, myself among the rest. And so 
I know many who want to subscribe for THE.TRuTA BEEK- 
ER and would like to send for the many able and excellent 
works published at the office, and they would like to listen 
to the many elcquent Freethought lecturers now in the field, 
and would pay liberally for such rare feasts and blessings, 
but they cannot do it for lack of means, and still they are 
literally starving to, death for this kind of food, ` 

Do Shylocks say they do not labor and economize to get 
along, Then I hurl the charge back into the teeth of those 
Shylocks, and deliberately say they lie. The people are 
civil, industrious, and economical Don’t tell me, Mr, 
Shylock, that it is their fault, for you lie when you say go. 
What, then, is the matter? Do you wish to know? Then 
I will tell you, and would to God I could write it upon your 
hearts with a ray of light snatched from the meridian sun, 
that you might realize its full and true import : The honest 
and industrious laboring classes, the producers of wealth, of 
ours and all other countries of our globe, are slaves to the 
infernal money power, the most damnable tyranny that ever 
cursed this or any other planet in the realms of space. 
There is no tyranny, no monarcy, no despotism, no hie- 
rarchy, no priesthood, no church, no despotic government, 
no king, no potentate, no pope, nor combination of them all, 
can equal the diabolical tyranny of the money power that 
prevails to-day in the land of Columbia and every other 
country beneath the sun. It is a hydra-headed monster—a 
million devils in one, I do not desire to underrate the 
influence and power of money for human good, and the 
world-wide blessings that would resultto humanity from 
the legitimate use of money, for those things are too self- 
evident to be denied, and no one would desire them more 
than myself, but itis the abuse of money that I complain 
of. Take the money basis from the church, and everybody 
knows it would soon tumble. Take it from the two politi- 
cal parties, Republican and Democratic, and how soon they 
would fall to pieces, These two old parties sold themselves, 
soul, body, and estate, years ago to the god Mammon, and 
if they had sold only themselvs to this god, and if he had 
foreclosed the mortgage, and they gone into everlasting 
bankruptcy, it would. hav been a glorious good thing, 
but unfortunately they hav sold the people too, Isaid the 
two parties, Republican and Democratic, but I say here and 
now that they constitute but one party, including the bond = 
holders,the bankers, the Shylocks, and money-getters on 
every hand, but not money-earners or producers, I mean 


. this article, into the miniag towns of this county, where you 


` established a corner, holding it for speculation, thus 


‘little children striving and laboring and economizing to the 


. while many poor, honest, laboring families get only a crust 


-compared to this wholesale incarceration in poverty’s bas- 
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the leaders and manipulators of the political machinery. 
Banks, corporations, and innumerable swindling insti- 
tutions of every character hav grown up and grown rich, 
tyrannical, and oppressiv from the toil and sweat and in- 
dustry of the people under these two parties, if you propose 
to call them two instead of one, while many of our citizens 
are houseless, homeless, foodless, and in rags. I can take 
you, within an hour's ride of the place where I am penning 


can see every day men, women, and little children begging 
in the streets, in the depth of ignorance, dirt, filth, and 
rage, until you could scarcely believe the picture of destitu- 
tion a reality.. They are everywhere. You say, Shy- 
lock, that it is their own fault. I say you lie. The time 
has come for square talk, and I shall not mince language. 
It ia the infernal money power that has usurped all the 
lands, all the railroads, all mining operations, all trade, all 
commerce, and has even bought up the wheat and corn, and 


making merchandise of the bread of life; and it makes all 
our laws, and controls all legislation aad governmental 
operations. Well might it say, 


* Iam monarch of all I survey. ; 
My rights there are none to dispute.” ; 

This land on which Iam writing is known as the ‘' Joy 
purchase,” a rascally swindling operation that cheated the 
honest settlers out of it to whom it belonged, and now they 
hav to buy it of the railroad company at its own figures, 
mortgage it, and borrow money at a heavy interest ; and 
the most of them wiil lose their places after working hard 
to improve them, hoping to make permanent homes of 
them. . It is a sorrowful picture to see wen, women, and 


last penny to try to secure a home, and then lose it and 
all they hav paid on it, most likely, and all the labor they 
hay done. And it is not only here, but everywhere the 
same. At least one-third of the farms in Kansas are 
to-day under mortgage to the Shylocks. 8o in Indiana 
and many other Western states. Yet Mr. Herbold says 
resumption has taken place, and that we are having 
good times. Yes, it is the resumption and good times of 
bankruptcy and ruin. Millions on millions of aeres of the 
public domain hav been given away to railroads, pri- 
vate enterprises, and individuais. Everywhere the rich 
are growing richer, getting special privileges at the hands 
of the government, by which they soon become millionaires, 


Of bread, a hovel not fit for swine to liv in, and a few 
rags to cover their wretchedness. 
We pitied Mr. Bennett when he was incarcerated in the 
Albany Penitentiary for no crime he had committed ; but 
bad and unjust as that false imprisonment was, was it to be 


tiles for a common lifetime, as millions of human beings are, 
men, women, and children? I know a soldier of the army, 
who fought for his country and contracted a disease while 
in the line of his duty that has disabled him for life, and in 
consequence of which he has lost his farm, worth $2,000, 
and other property worth one thousand dollars, and has 
been separated, through no fault of his, by the loss of his 
home, from his family and children for four years. He has 
applied for a pension, and though he has furnished as good 
proof of his disability—and that it was contracted in the 
army—as any soldier has furnished, he does not yet get any 
pension, and perhaps never may. This is how the govern- 
ment is treating this one, and many others of her soldiers. 
What does it care for its soldiers, now the war is over? 
And what do the two old parties care for the soldiers only 
to get their votes ? "The above case is not the only one, for 
Tam acquainted with a number of cases of a similar char- 
acter. Now is it to be supposed that I would vote for either 
party—if you say there are two—that has bankrupted many 
of our soldiers, and many of our most worthy citizens, by a 
financial policy that was gotten up by the Shylocks and 
money thieves to play into their own pockets at the expense 
of the industrious wealth producers of our country ? Thou- 
sands and tens of thousands who vdted the Republican 
ticket voted themselvs out of house and home, and into a 
state of hopeless bankruptcy, and now they ask the soldiers 
and others to vote the Democratic ticket, which would result 
in the same thing to thousands and thousands more. . 

The policy of both parties is the same. It is hard money! 
hard money! hard money! There is no difference in either 
party, for I still insist they are both one, and that it is work- 
ing for the banker, the bondholder, and the millionaire, for 
palaces with stone fronts furnished with all the modern ap- 
pointments on one side for the rich; with hovels and dug-outs 
on the other side for the laboring poor. J hav sat at the 
hearthstone of many a ruined home and hav seen the tears 
trickle down the face of bearded manhood and down the 
face of doting, loving, grief-stricken mothers over the losa 
of their dear home, taken by merciless Shylocks, and the 
mother, father, and children driven out bare-headed to sub- 
siat on the cold charities of a merciless world. The Repub- 
lico-Democratic party has destroyed thousands and tens of 
thousands of those homes in our land and sent the inmates 
adrift upon the world. The Democrats need not say that 
the Republicans hav done all this mischief, for the Demo- 
crats hav held Congress for three years, and they could hav 
undone some of the bad Republican legislation and done 
something for the people had they felt an abiding interest 
in the public welfare. No; you can just as well hug a boa- 
constrictor or an anaconda to your bosom as to vote for or 
embrace either of the old parties. When you do so, accord- 
ing to my view of the political situation, you seal your own 
financial death warrant (that is, if you are a laboring man) 
and foreclose the mortgage that the money-power holds 
against your worldly goods and chattels, and which will 
take your home in time, if you hav one, and send you and 
your family adrift in the world, Iask, What will the Lib. 


erals do? Will they stand in defense of human justice, 
right, and humanity; in defense of our homer, our firesides, 
and the laboring interests of our country as against the 
invasion and encroachment of capital? Or will they sup- 
port the Republico-Democratic party that is continually 
robbing the people of their homes and dearest interests? 
The Greenback National Convention at Chicago unani- 
mously adopted the following resolution: i 

Resolved, That land, light, air, and water are the free gifts 
of nature to all mankind, and any law or custom of society 
that allows any person to monopolize more of these gifts 
than he has a right to, to the detriment of the rights of 
others, we earnestly condenm and seek to abolish. 

Task all true Liberalists, and all just and liberty-loving 
persons, if there was ever a resolution passed by any politi- 
eal convention since our country was first settled that con- 
tained more of human equity and justice than that? It is 
the quintessence of justice itself. Also the resolutions in 
regard to money and woman suffrage, which I cannot here 
quote on account of space, Those three resolutions alone, 
of land, money, and woman suffrage, contain more real 
truth, justice, equity, and humanity, in my judgment, than 
all other political platforms put together since our country 
was inhabited. Yet these do not by any means cover the 
whole ground, but they are good as far as they go, and 
other vital matters can be secured in the future. . If the 
Liberal League movement is going to work for truth, jus- ' 
tice, equity, and humanity by enlarging the boundaries of 
Freethought and human liberty, then why not extend the 
hand of fellowship and ally itself with the land, labor, 
money, and woman suffrage reforms, and present a wall 
defense for human justice that cannot be broken. Do 
not suppose, good friends, that I am endeavoring (if I 
had the power to do so, and I know that I hav not, nor 
the desire either to drag anybody in.that direction) to 
drag the Liberal movement into the Greenback party, us 
it has been charged that Bennett, Leland, and others 
wanted to drag it into the Democratic party. The politi- 
cal action of the Lesgue will be a most vital matter. To 
make a mistake now politically would doubtless result in a 
lasting injury to the cause, hence I sincerely desire before 
we take a decisiv step that we should look at this vital mat- 


‘ter impartially from every standpoint, and then vote as our 


honest and highest convictions shall dictate. I am sure I 
hav no interest in this matter but the good of the cause, and 
I believe that is true of a large majortty, if not the entire 
membership, of the League. No one is trying to drag the 
movement in any direction, but what all desire is to see it 
crowned with a permanent and lasting success. 

Brush Creek, Kan. R. E, LAFzTRA. 


Another Greenbacker Heard From. 


to his call ? I respect and honor the courage and manhood 
of those seventy-five Demooratic members for standing up 
in opposition to the demands of the '* money power." I 
hav faith to believe if the Democratic party will not throttle 
the grasping and grinding monopolies that are crushing 
labor, they willat least furnish the men that will do it. 
And I hav nothing so say against many of the reasons given 
by Mr, Herbold for his support of Hancock, and were I 
a citizen of New York I would be tempted to vote for him 
myself for the sake of a change of administration; but as 
Hancock can’t carry Ohio (and if he could he does not need 
it), I will vote for Gen. Weaver, to swell the number of 


. those in favor of his policy, and keep alive the party that 


will some day do the work. 

In conclusion I will say for the encouragement of brothers 
Herbold and Truesdell that one man has made his fortune 
by writing a campaign document trying to prove that the 
French assignat was identically the same with our national 
greenback money ; he has received a foreign mission from 
this government. I refer to President White of Cornell 
University. So, gentlemen, keep on repeating the '' assig- 
nat argument.” G. B. Purpy. 

Salem, O. 

et —_——— 
The Responsibility of Law-making. 
I think few worth damnation save their kings.—Byrón. 

Such are the words Byron puts in the mouth of Satan 
when he speaks of this our earth and ita people. If we hav 
avy persons in the Union who may be called kings they are 
our legislators, the men we choose to make laws for us, and 
surely, to continue the poet’s idea, the miserable creatures 
we generally choose for members of legislatures are hardly 
worth a d—n, Oae need only visit a state capital while the 
law-makers are in session to assure himself of that. To bea 
law-maker for the people of a state is to be vested with an 
awful power when one reflects seriously upon it, Yet under 
our party management the people hav grown utterly indif- 
ferent about the matter, and almost any miserable, broken- 
down idler is deemed good enough for that office. To hav 
the power to make laws—whst is that but to hav a power 
almost godlike? The statute book contains the wisdom of 
ages, for it has all that ages of experience hav shown & 
nation is needful for ita life, safety, and comfort. There is 
no state in the Union but could liv all the better under the 
laws in its statute books to-day were they unchanged for 
twenty years to come. Yet every year these fellows who 
are picked up at random for legislatora assemble together 
and make several hundred new laws. If à member does not 
get up some law his constituents grumble and say he does 
not earn his wages! Thus the blind, ignorant constituency 
regard the duties of the still more blind, ignorant members 
they hav chosen. Never will this condition of things be 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir; It is remedied until the people insist that no bill shall ever be- 
very amusing to observe how well “the chatter goes on.” Come a law until after they themselvs hav voted for it. A 
In your issue of the 14th Chas. J. Herbold leaps over into great authority has shown that nearly all the evils of mod- 
the support of the Democracy, but not before he has ern nations hav come from too much law-making, and that 
“t utterly demolished” the poor Greenbackers with their the greatest service that legislatures generally do is when 
‘‘corncob currency," ''interconvertible with cornstalks ”— they repeal some act made by their predecessors. See 


which he says is a “vagary and folly that has been exploded Buckle's “ Civilization,” voli. Spencer and Mill and others . 


8 hundred times," as ofteu reappeared, and been cried np a8 hav said to the same effect. A few hundred men picked at 
something new under the sun by its holders—the flat or random over a state are sent to some point to make laws. 
irredeemable paper money ‘ Wherever the fiat scheme has Raw, ignorant, crafty, avaricious, they fall into the hands 
been tried it has ended in ruin and disaster to the people.’ ; Of agents of corporations and individuals who hay schemes 
So then, Mr. Herbold, it is nothing new that these silly On hand. They begin to enact laws at their instigation, and 
Greenbackers are advocating ? It is the same ‘‘old coon,” this is legislating. All is well in the state, or if any ill ex- 
or * assignat and continental currency," you say. Are you ists it is because of something that a previous legislation has 
quite sure of this? You ought to know, for you are well done. No wonder the country goes from bad to worse. 
versed in the history of the French Revolution. The history| We all know that man is a being utterly unfit to hav great 
of the assignat, as I read it, made it a redeemable paper power put into his hands unless he be made answerable to 
money, its redemption unjustly based on the confiscated some other men for its use. The most pious, best meu and 
property of the Catholic church and clergy, instead of being . women are not flt to hav irresponsible power over their fel- 
based, as it ought to hav been, on the entire property: lows. And when this power has been given to them, oh, 
and credit of the nation. It is true that the bottom of; how cruelly they hav used it! How they hav made their 
the assignat ''fell clear out?" when Bonaparte restored | poor fellow-mortals suffer, either by their carelessness and 
tothe church the confiscated estates. But a word might| neglect or by their cruelty and hatred! Woe unto those 
be said in favor of the assignat, though it was im-| whom they hav had gause to hate. Woe unto those whom 
properly based. It enabled the revolutionists (destitute as | they desire to blackmail for their money. Only the most 
they were of gold and silver) to arm and equip a vast army | harmless and contemptible of men and women hav escaped 
and to hold at bay the combined armies of Europe—giving their notice and cruel treatment. Cruel as individuais may 
material prosperity to France, such as she had not enjoyed , be, their oppression is nothing nearly so severe as that of 
for many years. And it must be remembered that all the! associated crowds. A society or body of men banded to- 
hard-money advocates of the day were stirred up, as they gether is the most frightful of all despotisms, When a 
are now, to cry down the people's money. It is said that nation is rich and prosperous, and several thousand citizens 
no less than eighteen printing presses were engaged in get control of government and rule the army and oppress 
printing counterfeit assignat money in the city of London | the people with heavy taxes, and when they grant out to 
to fiood France with their spurious emissions. In Belgium | each other special privileges under the name of franchises, 
they were engaged in the same effort to explode the assignat | corporations, etc., by law, itis dangerous to resist them. The 
by counterfeiting it “to death.” We find a British court : single person who dares to resist them becomes a marked 
refusing to convict for this crime against the people of man and wil be imprisoned on some charge, or will be 
France. The continental currency was redeemable inj assassinated finally. ] 

Bpanish milled dollars (they said so on the face of each Many governments of the kind hav existed. Such were 
bill. They also being printed on coarse paper, before the : several Grecian governments and the republics of Venice, 
art of engraving, were easily counterfeited, to their utter, Milan, Genoa, and many others. The statute-making power 
ruin ; and the states making no provision for redemption, | makes laws to increase the officers and army. "These laws 
they “came to grief." So, dear brother, the assignat of the | are made to protect commerce, morals, peace; promote vir- 
continental and ‘‘ wildcat banks,” with their promises to |tue,ete. Judges are appointed for new courts, detectivs and 
pay specie when they cannot hav but one dollar back of ten | sheriffs abound, spies reside at every central town.and giv 
of their issues, is not the kind of money advocated or de- | names of dangerous persons—the most dangerous persons 
sired by Greenbackers ; and although you may rejoice that | being those who tell the people of their rights, or who, in a 
De LaMatyr, Gillette, and Weaver ‘‘are to be extinguished” | word, talk and write freely. 

this fall through the Democrats withdrawing their support—| In the United States to-day. several thousand men are 
and as you say, ‘‘the Democratic party hav always got banded together to preserve certain institutions, corpora- 
‘trounced’ for its forsaking its old and tried convictions tions, or laws unchanged. Like the old slave oligarchy they 
on the subject of finance "—what do you say to the seventy- area host in themselvs, Taey hav all the legislation they 
five Democratic members of Congress who last spring need. Woe be unto him who falls into their snare! Accu- 
voted for that “ blue light and bigot,” Gen. Weaver's, reso- sation is all they require, for it is ruin to be accused, as all 
lution, embodying substantially the Greenback platform, lawyers know. The machinery is all ready. All that is 
when they were so frantically appealed to by Garfield to | needed is an organization with a center somewhere to direct. 
come forward to then and there end this fanatic Greenback | There is not one county in the Union where spite may not 
party, and only thirty Democrats could be found to respond! each a man and ruin him, Hog 


* 


. TEA ; DESEE 


‘the Tower were the crown jewels. These are in a 
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(Continued from page 597.) the down is a heart-shaped ruby, said to have been 


were most cruelly tormented. Here were the thumb- iue 
screws which pressed points into the thumb, causing many thousand pounds, but I do not retain the 
most acute pain ; here were the iron collars, weigh- amount. : 
ing fourteen pounds, with pointed irons within and 2. Is St. Edward’s crown, rich and elaborate. 
without. These were worn on the naked neck, and! 3. Is the Prince of Wales’ crown, formed of pure 
the pointed iron would penetrate the flesh and bring gold, unadorned with jewels. NE a 
the blood, though the points were somewhat dull. ; 4. The ancient queen’s crown, used at coronations 
Here was also the “ Scavenger’s Daughter,” a hor- for the queen’s consort. . 
rible iron instrument of torture which holds the! 5. The queen's diadem, made for the wife of 
neck asin a vice, and the hands and feet at the James II. It is richly adorned with large diamonds 
same time and in the most uncomfortable positions. | and pearls. l 
A model was also exhibited of the rack upon which!' Among the royal scepters are St. Edward's staff, 
persons were stretched out, a rope being attached to four feet seven inches in length. It is surmounted 
each wrist and ankle and then by a windlass stretch- , by an orb, and is said to contain a portion of the 


- ing each till the joints were often torn asunder—a “true cross,” but that is extremely apocryphal. 


pretty occupation, indeed, for Christians to be en-| There is doubtless wood enough in Europe said to 
gaged in! . : be of the cross Jesus was crucified upon to make a 

We ascended into the next story by a solid cir- good-sized house. This scepter is carried before the 
cling stair-case, where we found rooms three stories | king or queen at coronations. A eae 
high, full of the latest army rifles, standing up-| 2. Is another royal scepter of a similar kind. 
right, in frames for the purpose. Even those) 3. The rod of equity, or scepter with the dove. 
deady weapons looked pretty, but still one could | This is placed in the hand of the sovereign at coro- 
not help thinking of the suffering they are capable| nations. It is ornamented with diamonds. 
of producing. Wesaw 104,000 rifles thus tastefully| 4. The queen scepter is somewhat smaller, and is 
put away so that every arm could be seen. The| ornamented with precious stones. i 
number of swords, bayonets, and other weapons| 5. The ivory scepter which was made for the queen 
was traly appalling. of James IL, Maria d'Este. l 

The Tower was used as a palace for the royal| 6. Another richly wrought golden scepter, sup- 
family at one time, and we visited the banqueting | posed to have been made for Mary, Queen of Wil- 
room, the council chamber (Parliament also held its | liar III. 
sessions there), and various other vaulted capacious 
rooms, including St. John's chapel, built by the 
Romans eight hundred years ago. It is a neat 
chapel, considering there is no internal finish save 
hewn stone. The columns are two feet and a half 
in diameter. It is not used now save occasionally 
by a regiment of Scotch soldiers which have quarters 
im the town, as is the case at present. The newer 
portion of the tower is now used as barracks for 
soldiers. There are large numbers of soldiers on 
guard in various parts of the Tower, on the grounds, 
eto. In fact in many parts of the city you will see 
the red-coats on duty. I judge the British keep up 
a pretty large standing army, for which the people 
have the privilege of paying. 

In the Tower yard we saw a large number of 
heavy bronze cannon, some brought from India and 
some from other countries, where the British have 
been victorious. The Indian cannon were gotten 
up more or less in the form of savage beasts. I 
noticed a mortar in the form of a tiger supported on 
its front legs. 

We climbed up a narrow stone wizding stairway 
into the upper apartments, where prisoners of state 
used once to be confined. In one room especially, 
which was the prison of many unfortunate political 
prisoners, we saw the inscriptions they had made in 
the stones of the wall. Here are the names of 
Walter Paslew, Robert Dudley, Johan Decker, 
Robert Tider, l'hox, Jenkins, Marmaduke, Nevill, 
Wm. Beveridge, Wm. Tyrrell, John Dudley, Ro. 
n G. Gyfford, Charles Baily, John Store, 
Thomas Migah, Lawrens Mylford, Wm. Dollard, 
Wm. Rame, Henry Cockyn, Edward Smalley, T. 
Salmon, Richard Old, B. Lassala, Hugh Longworthe, 
Jobn Ireile, Thomas Fitzgerald, W. Wodbus, Anne 
Boleyn, Thomas Abel, Thomas Calhoun, John Mar- 
ten, John Seymour, Thomas Steven, James Rogers, 
Inggram Percy, John Prim, France Owdal, Lady 
Jane Gray, George Ardun, John Colliton, Thomas 
Talbot, besides many others. Many of these in- 
scriptions are accompanied with various sentiments, 
quotations, passages of scripture, etc. Some of them 
were very quaint. 

In that room the beautiful snd amiable Lady Jane 
Gray was immured, and from the narrow window of 
that cell she saw her husband carried by in a cart to 
execution, and in a short time afterward his head- 
less body brought back. We stood on the mound 
Within the yard where she was beheaded, and saw 
Tower Hill, one-fourth of a mile away, where many 
paron were publicly beheaded. We saw also the 

eheading axe and biock last used in England. The 
blade of the axe was ten or twelve inches in 
width. 

There is much that I saw in the Tower which I 
eannot now call to mind and which must remain 
unmentioned. There is much of great interest 
eonneoted with the old pile. I wished to see the room 
where Sir Walter Raleigh was confined many years, 
and where he wrote his work, “A History, of the 
World," but the staira leading to that. part were 
deemed unsafe, and we were not taken up to it. 

One of the most interesting sights connected with 


or pointless sword of mercy. 2 and 3. Swords of 
justice, temporal and ecclesiastical They are also 
borne before the sovereigns on coronations. There 
are also coronation bracelets and spears, the anoint- 
ing-vessel and spoon used at the coronation; a bap- 
tismal font used at the christening of royal children, 
various dishes, spoons, a beautiful service or sacra- 
mental plate used at the same august ceremony; an 
elegant silver wine-fountain, given by the Corpora- 
tion of Plymouth to King Charles II. oii his restora- 
tion; the most ancient and noble Order of the Thistle, 
with collar, badge, aud star; the Victoria cross; 
most noble Order of the Garter, complete, with gar- 
ter, collar, George, and star. Besides these there 


can be more foolish than such insignia of sham roy- 
alty and majesty ? 

I never saw one-tenth part so many diamonds be- 
fore, nor so large ones. I“ hardly ever” saw so much 
gold before. { dare not say how much the guide 
said all those trappings are worth, but I think it was 
into the millions of pounds sterling. How much 
more sensibly it would have been used in making 
poor unfortunate people comfortable ! 

From the Tower we went to the gréat wine vaults 
of London, and they are also à marvel in their way. 
They are immense cellars for storing wine. They 
even extend miles in a given direction. They are of 
brick, built in arches, and supported by columns or 
pillars about every twenty feet. 'The whole is laid 
off in streets at right angles, with lights occasionally. 
In the center of what may be called the street are 
two rails for rolling the casks upon. I was informed 
there were twenty-five miles of these rails, and on 
either side, all the way, are tiers of casks of wine, 
two and three stories high. Just think of it, what 
a vast quantity of wine! I doubt if the United 
States altogether has one-hundredth part of the wine 
now in those vaults. The sherry is in one locality, 
the port in another, and other varieties in other 
places. All the casks are marked and numbered, 
and a record kept of them, 80 they are easily found. 
The wine belongs to various individuals, who place 
it there for storage, paying a certain tariff per 
month, per quarter, or per year. I saw some casks 
which have been lying there nearly twenty years. 
Sometimes the expenses amount to 80 much that the 
owners decline to pay them and leave the casks to 
rot down and the wine to be wasted. Two casks 
were tapped while we were there, and under the cir- 
cumstances I did not object to taking a moderate- 
sized glass of good sherry and port. I am also 


the quality was very fine. It made me so slightly 
dizzy-headed that no person would have suspected 
me of drinking. These vaults are owned by com- 
panies. They cost largely, and afford a handsome 
income. We each took a lamp fastened to a stick 
two or three feet in length. With them we could 
overcome the darkness enough to enable us io see 
the objects immediately around us. There was a 
curiosity in the form of a fungus growth on the 
roof all over the vaults, which arises from the 
vapors from the wine. Sometimes these hung in 
beautiful festoons, drops, and curious formations, as 
though the work of art. The air in the vaults is 
by no means oppressive, and is rather an agreeable 
retreat on a warm day. 

From the vaults we went to the docks, where 
goods and wares from all parts of the world are 


room. by themselves, and in what may be called a 
large iron cage. No one can get at these jewels aud 
erowns save with a key that will unlock the door; 
and as they are of immense value, the key will not 
likely be passed around very freely. The collection 
of crowns and jewels are on a pyramidal table. First, 
the Queen Victoria is at the top. It consists of a 
cap of purple velvet, inclosed with hoops of silver, 
surmounted by a ball and oross, all of which are 
resplendent with diamonds. In the center of the 
cross is the “inestimable sapphire," and in front of 


substantial, stone buildings, which look as though 
they would stand for ages. I was particularly 
interested in the building where gums, drugs, etc., 
are received and classified before being sold. I wag 


worn by the Black Prince. The whole is valued at | 


In addition to the foregoing are, 1. The Curtana: 


was much else of the same senseless character, What: 


compelled to say that, according to my judgment, | 


stored as taken from the ships. They are large, 


also particularly interested in the dock building 
where Peruvian bark and ivory are stored, examined, 
and sold. A vast quantity of bark and ivory were 
on hand, though a sale of the ivory had taken place 
not long before, and much was taken away. I saw 
the ivory from Asia, and much more from Africa, 
the tusks of which are much larger than the Asiatio, 
A large share of it comes from the Zanzibar coast. 
My attention was also called to a lot of ivory from 
the frozen part of Siberia, and were the product of 
the Siberian elephant or Megatherum. These lived 
before the glacial period, and are found in immense 
bodies of ice, How many hundred thousand years 
ago no one can tell but that it was more than a 
hundred thousand years ago there is scarcely room 
for doubt. i i 

From this point we took cars for the Victoria 
docks, five miles down the Thames, where the wheat 
from America is unloaded, and where the large 
steamers plying to all parts of the world have their 
docks. We went on one of the large steamers. 

On our return we called upon Mr. Charles Watts, 
editor and publisher of the Secular Review, and 
publisher also of various Liberal books and pam- 
phlete. Heis on Fleet street, He extended a cordial 
reception to us, and we had a pleasant chat of more 
than half an hour, and in that time became very well 
acquainted. He will be at the Congress in Brussels, 
when probably we will see more. of him. 

Now I have about finished my first instalment of 
London. Mr. Rawson and myself have concluded 
togo to Paris and do that city before we go to 
Brusséls, so as not to have to return to Paris after 


‘the Congress. We shall return to London again 


after we have finished on the continent, and will 
spend a few more days in looking up the eights not 
already attended to. London is truly a great city, 
though, of course, it has its drawbaoks. It is said 
to havea constant foreign population of 200,C00; 
to have more Catholics than Rome, and more Jews 
than the whole of Palestine. It isa great city for 
business. Its people are more distinguished for 
struggling for money than seeking for pleasures. 
John Bull is a grave, conceited old fellow, and thinks 
his modes and manners bétter than other people's. 
He is very slow to adopt American customs and 
improvements, even when much better than his own. 
Forms of expression are often quite different from 
what they are with us.. Instead of saying, *Go to 
the head ef the street," they say here, * Go to the 
top." In place of the “ foot of the street,” they say 
“the bottom." .If, in conversation, they fail to 
understand a remark, instead of saying they did not 
understand, or asking what was said, they simply 
say, * I beg pardon,” eto., etc. : : 
` But enough of London for the present. You will 
next hear from me in Paris. Au revoir, iow 
—— ———9 4.-———————— 


W. F. JAMIESON is engaged in the political campaign in 
Illinois, tenth district, stumping for Weaver and Chambers; 
A. J, Streator for governor, and Robert Holloway, tbe 
Democratic-Greenback nominee for Congress. His engage- 
ments extend to June 1st. 


One More Fight with Comstock. 

Again the Liberals of this country are called upon to de- 
fend an innocent victim of this monster spawned out of the 
ooze of modern Christianity. Another Liberal editor is 
attacked, without the slightest reason or justice, under a 
stretched and perverted definition of the word ''obscene." 

The Comstock crowd hav made so little and the Liberals 
so much out of the late prosecutions that we did not sup- 
pose they would continue in the unprofitable business of 
arresting Liberal editors. Doubling the circulation of Lib- 
eral newspapers and increasing by tenfold the sale of 
“Cupid’s Yokes” must be a source of more joy in heaven 
than over ninety and nine sinless Sunday-achool tracts, else 
why do they advertise the business and urge thesale? It 
has been given out that the government at Washington 
were tired of this sort of thing am ordered it stopped. The 
National Defense Association thought they had defended 
their last case and had adjourned sine die But here isa 


.new and unexpected demand for their interveution to see 


that justice is done. 

This time it is a citizen of Iowa who is attacked, a state 
where the Republican majority is ao large that the priestly 
power who runs that party thinks it can commit any infernal 
act of oppression end yet not lose its hold upon thé state. 
It may hav been. intended, too, to smooth down brothers 
Walker, Farringon, and Peck, lull them into security, and 
lure them to return from the Greenback departure. I won- 
der if it «xl hav that effect ! 

Anyhow it seems that the Western branch of the Vice 
Society, envious and emulous of the Comstock proweas in 
the East, desires to try its hand at regulating the Liberal 
press. So McAfee plunges into the obscene pool and 
shouts to Comstock, ** Look, now, how we rotten apples can 
Swim!" Well all the world wil note what the end shall. 
be of that regatta. 

Mr. H. L. Barter, editor of the LeClaire Pilot, Iowa, is the 
last editor arrested and imprisoned under the Comstock 
laws. He is now out on bail awaiting trial, which will 
probably take place in November next, at DesMoines or 
Keokuk, and will be pushed on mercilessly. He is a man 
approaching forty years of age, slight of figure and build, 
and little able to stand-a term of imprisonment, He says a 
year of it would finish him. He has a wife and children to 
support, and they would suffer. He has been an acceptable 
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editor of the Pzlot for several years, He espoused the tem” 
perance cause with the people of LeClsire, and carried in a 
local administration opposed to license. He aimed to pub-- 
lish a reputable business and family newspaper, and united 
with the cit/zens in all good works. Though Liberal in his 
own personal sentimente, he strictly avoided giving offense 
to his veligious patrons, . But it would seem that the path 
of strictest rectitude, according to the straitest sect, has 
its pitfalls. In an unsuspecting hour that seems now in- 
auspicious, he heard that Mrs. Maria L. Follett, a respecta- 
ble citizen of LeClaire, was writing a novel. This was 
novel for a backwoods country town, and,.on the alert 
always as enterprising editors are for new features to please 


their patrons, it occurred to him that it would be a fine . 


stroke of business, and attractiv to subscribers, to publish 
an original story, especially a local story, in series, in his 
columss. So he applied to Mrs. Follett, and obtained per- 
‘mission to publish her work in his paper. - 

Now who is Mre. Follett? This time it is a woman who 
writes a prosecuted story. It is no varlet of a man now, 
who did eat and write a little book sweet in the mouth but 
bitter in the belly to the exteat of sending three men to jail, 
no man so corrupting and: obscene that woman could not 
read him. No, this time it is Eve herself who brought 
death into this Western world ahd all our Comstock woe, 
Mrs, Follett is a true, gentle, genuin woman, a citizen of 
Le Claire from her youth up, a trifle over forty years of age, 
owns her own house and grounds, having her young daugh- 
ter and aged mother with her, who also owns & farm adjoin- j 
ing the village and isa substantial citizen, She has been' 
twice married, and has reared a family of children, some of ` 
whom also are married. Not three years ago she was a' 
shouting Methodist, aiding in revival work, and had been | 
a member of that church more than twenty-five years., 
If she is a corrupt woman, from what influence could her! 

. Corruption come ? But her real sin is that she left the bosom 
of the church, got weaned, as it were, and don't hanker | 
efter its milk for babes any more. 

Well, this godly, pious woman, daughter of the church 
and unspotted from the world, was overshadowed by the 
Holy Ghost (or something), inspired with a mission and im- 
pregnated with a word which she must say to her suffering 
sister women. In an unsuspecting hour, which seems now 
inauspicious, she too was tempted to write a book. The 
Church reads and hopes, ‘‘O, that mine enemy would write 
& book!" and she did it, She had suffered much in her two 
marriages, has refrained ever since from contracting à new 
marriage.through fear of further suffering, and had known 
of unknown outrages among her friends and acquaintances 
worse than any experiences of her own. So she sat down 
and told all these stories in & book, She calls it a novel, but 
she has brougbt very little imagination to play in it. The 
story ia Only & thin clother-line on which to hang out her 
. foul married linen to air and dry and disinfect itself. It is 

too fearfully realistic to be pleasant reading, but it is true; 
and can't we men stand anything a women of this character 
chooses to say on this subject? Can't we survive without 
imprisoning her publisher ? With a strong grip on the 
planet, I really feel like taking the chances myself. Don't 
believe anybody will be blowed into the abyss of thereal 
space the morning her work appears in book form. 

But Mrs, Follet has a remedy for the evils that are en. 
dured in marriage, and she publishes her remedy openly 
and without charge iu her book. And now, dear reader, 
what can you suppose that remedy may possibly be? What 
is the desperate, dangerous medicament she would apply to 
the great, widespread social disease? Shut your eyes, stop 
wp your ears, open your mouth, and listen! And then 
don’t tell anybody! -It is, ‘‘ No sex union except for generatio 
purposes !!” 

Just think of it. Consider the effect of that remedy upon 
the social state. If thatsin of omission should be univer- 
sally committed it would make saints of all the fourteen 
hundred million inhabitants on this planet. Not a rape, not 
a seduction, not am incest would ever be committed. It 
would prevent half the murders and nine-tenths of the sui. 
cides. Apply it to prostitution, and it would probe and 
scalpel out that moral cancer from the social body, root and 
branch, Desdemona would then be equal with Othello, and 
that occupation would be gone. Think of the distressed 
state of society that remedy would bring upon us—girls re- 
moved from almost all the dangers that attend their path; 
unhappy, suffering wives unknown; saloons in cities with- 
out pretty waiter girle; assignation houses without tenants; 
ministers without mistresses, and infamous dens without a 
devotee the whole world over. 

And this isthe book, with doctrins of this kind, and re- 
sults of this happy character, that this Western Comstock is 
prosecuting as obscene, And this is the book and these the 
doctrins that the Liberals of this country are called upon to 
detend the right of their author and her editor to publiab if 
they see fit, These short-sighted pietists might as well at- 
tack the writings and doctrins of Mary Ann Lee, and set 
their dogs on a community of Shakers ona charge of sex 
immorality, as to arrest and imprison the publisher of this 
story of Mrs, Follet's, Never did a set of blind guides fall 

‘into a more open and obvious ditch. They are in a false 
position, and if they hav any grains of sense left they will 
soon find it out. 

The main inculeation of Mrs. Follet’s book is the same 
that Mrs, Slenker is publishing, without let or hindrance, 
through Tsz TRUTH SEEKER, and that Mrs, Winslow is 
advocating in her Alpha in Washington, right under the 
nose of the immaculate Mrs, President Hayes—and Com- 
stock in the East don't smell a rat nor peep a word. He 
says to his coadjutor, McAfee, ** Go West, young man; go 
West! There the Liberals havn't been raided. Besides, 
they are green and unsophisticated, and you shall find ob- 
scenities in literature worthy of your steal, No Nations 


. who will feel themselvs honored by the privilege of con. 
‘tributing to defend so noble a cause against such prose- 
' cutors. 


Defense Association exists there, and you can steal a march | 
and whisk a defenseless backwoods editor into prison be- 
fore anybody knows it.” Well, we shall see if this little 
game will work, 

It is curious to note the criss-cross way in which things 
many times double up and evolve in this world. Over in 
England it devolves upon Bradlaugh, the Atheist, to defend 
the second commandment, and now it seems the Infidels of 
this country must come to the rescue of the seventh, At 
this rate the whole decalog will hav no friends in the 
church, and the Liberals will hav to accept the abandoned 
responsibility of maintaining social order by enforcing the 
whole ten, including even, *' Thou shalt hav no other gods 
before me," . Wel!, this wonderful world turns on several 
other things besides its axis! 

Now, Liberals of the United States—yes, and of Canada— 
I appeal to you on behalf of Mr. Barter and Mrs. Follett to 
come to their defense. I hav been personally to Le Claire, 
interviewed these so-called Obscenistz, questioned and cross- 
questioned them, read ths book, and examined into the sit- 
uation—and these are the facts as I hav stated them. You 
can hav no worthier cause, you can protect no worthier peo- 
ple than Mr, Barter and Mrs. Follet. It will take five or 
six hundred dollars to defend Mr. Barter in court. There 
must be many Liberals who are able and willing, indeed, 


It costs something to spread Liberal principles.‘ but not 
nearly so much as the other side hav to expend to spread 
illiberal ones, and after all these latter don't spread to any 
alarming extent. One of our dollars will go farther than 
ten of tbeirr, because theirs hav to roll up hill and against 
gravitation, while we hitch our wagons to the starg and get 
them in their courses to fight for us, These prosecutions 
are really the best and cheapest way to sap and mine Chris- 
tianity, blow up the church, and spread Liberalism every- 


| where—they furnishing}the blasting powder at their’ own 


expense, We ought to welcome every such arrest as those 
of Lant, Foote, Heywood, Bennett, and Barter—you see 


they are getting very respectable in number now—and joy- 


fully pay the little they cost us in view of the good-they do. 

We do indeed sympathize with the individuals who are 
Called upon to bear the vicarious suffering for our salvation 
and atonement, and we must alleviate their lot and make it 
as endurable ag possible ; but even to them there are great 
compensations. Remember that when Mr, Bennett stood 
before that splendid applauding audience assembled in 
Chickering Hall to receive him back from prison, he said 
that that reception alone paid him for all the sufferings of 
his trial and imprisonment. Let Mr. Barter, too, hav the 
assurance, a8 well as every other Liberal editor they choose 
to prosecute in the future, and let the church take notice, 
that if he is condemned to a felon’s cell and livs to emerge 
from it, he too shall be greeted with such a reception from 
the Liberals of the West and of the whole Union as shail do 
him honor, pay him for all his sufferings, and teach the 
Comstóck party that the whole shameful proceeding has 
been their loss and our exceeding great gain, 

From LeClaire I went to Davenport, the county seat, and 
had an interview with W, A. Foster, Esg., the attorney 
whom Mr, Barter had engaged in the preliminary proceed- 
ings in his case. He is a man of first rate reputation as a 
criminal lawyer, is influential with a jury, and will conduct 
the case ably and on Liberal principles. He thought at first 
that he ought to hav five hundred dollars for defending the 
case ; but in view of the poverty of Mr. Barter and the need 
of contributions to make up the sum, I finally negotiated 
with him to do it for three hundred dollars, Then there 
will be other court expenses, the attendance of witnesses, 
etc. Also a report of the trial ought to be made and pub. 
lished, and that will cost something. Also Mr. Foster ex- 
pressly wished that I, or some representativ of the National 
Defense Association, should attend and assist him on the 
trial. Iam williog to go, but the journey and expenses'from 
New York will cost $75 or more. The trial may come off 
as early as November, in Keokuk or Des Moines. 

Now, Liberals, the case is in your hands. ‘He givs 
twice who givs quickly.” All contributions may be sent to 
H. B. Brown, Treasurer of the National Defense Associa- 
tion, 141 Eighth street, New York, or to the editor of Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER, and he will hand the money to Mr. Brown, 
All sums sent will be acknowledged in Tux TRUTH BEREERR 
under the head of '* The Barter Trial Fund.” 

The -Liberals of Iowa, I am assured, will do their share 
for the vindication of one of their fellow-citizens. For 
unity of action and for correct account-keeping, they will do 
wel to send their contributions io the same fund. The 
Defense Association is national—knows no South, no North, 
no East, no West—or rather it does know them all equally 
and is ready to defend impartially any citizen of any state 
who is prosecuted or persecuted for opinion’s sake. 

Mr. Barter has been already greatly damaged and broken 
up in his business—already two weeks in prison awaiting 
bail. He wishes to move his paper to Davenport and make 
it more distinctivly Liberal. Any contributor who wishes 
to make a special gift for Mr, Barter’s personal indemnity 
and support may so designate, and the money will be sent to 
him. He greatly needs it, and these gifts, too, will teach 
the church that she persecutes in vain. Another, and per. 
haps best, way to promote his interesis is to subscribe for 
his paper. Price $2 a year. Address H. L. Barter, editor 
of the Pélot, Le Clare, Iowa. 

If the Liberal papers generally will please copy this state- 
ment, or make an abstract of it, or find out the facts for 
themselvs and make report on them, they will aid a wor- 
thy cause, receive the thanks of those in bonds, and forward 
the general work of Liberalism. T. C. LELAND, . 

Ohicage, IW, Bep, 8, 1830., . Ch, Ex, Com, N, D. A. 
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Liberal News Items. 


THE expression everywhere is that the Hornellsville Con- 
vention was a great euccess—that in many respects it was ° 
the most important Liberal Convention ever held in this 
country, f 


Tux full receipts at the Hornellsville Convention were one 
hundred and ninety-one dollars and.ninety-one cents, The. 
expenses were three hundred and forty-one dollars and : 
twenty cents. The balance of the expenses—$149 38—was 
paid out of the receipts of Col. Ingersoll’s lecture. 


Cor. INcERSOoLL gave his lecture at Hornellsville for the 
benefit of George Chainey and your correspondent, The 
full receipts of the lecture wére $895.25. After deducting 
the above-mentioned $149.88, the balance was divided be- 
tween the persons above named, giving each $122.99. 


AT the Hornelleville Convention seventy-two persons 
joined the Association and paid into the Association twenty- 
five cents each, which Jeaves a fund on hand for next year 
to the amount of $18. We are all learning that it is a very 
convenient thing to hav Col. Ingersoll around at our cor. 
ventions and congresses to pay up the expenses. l 


I THANKFULLY acknowledge the following contributions 
to aid me in my Liberal League work for the month ending 
August 81st: B. M. Knap, 25 cents; Wm. Hart, 50 cents; 
A. Johnson, 50 cents; George Wood, 75 cents; H. W. 
North, 50 cents; F. A. Albright, 75 cents; Peter Keyser, 
85 cents; L, Sevaly, 75 cents; St. Johns Liberal League, 
$250; J. H. Northrup, $5; Duncan McLaron, 50 cents; J. 
G. Deshler, 77 cents; Eustus Jackson, $1; J, H. Burnham, 
$1; Lewis Masquerier, $2; Wm. Holgate, $1; Caroline 
Broecklin, 75 cents; J, E, Baum, $20 00; Mra. J. T, Brown, 
$1; L. Johnson, 76 cents; Samuel P. Putnam, $1; Wm. T. 
Carter, M.D., 50 cents; James Bridges, $2; the Utah Lib- 
eral League, $3; in all, $47.85. 


At the Freethinkers’ Convention all the old officers were 
re-elected, with the exception of the following changes, 
which were made: Dr. A, Hobinson, of McLean, N. Y., 
was elected in place of Charles A. Gurly, and Mrs. Asenath 
Macdonald in place of Clara Neymann, on the Executiv Com- 
mittee, Edgar M. Sellon, having promised to be present 
with the Association at its next annual meeting, was re- 
elected Recording Secretary, notwithstanding the fact that 
he is now a resident of Colorado. 


Tux Oonvention voted to hav the Corresponding Secre- 
tary appoint the Vice-Presidents for the next year. AndI 
now request that the Liberals in each county select their 
best man or woman for that place and send me the name, 
Until changes are made the last year's officers will please 
retain their places. What we want is to get appointed the 
persons who will do the most for the cause. 


I DESIRE to ask pardon of my many correspondents for 
my negligence in answering letters during the last month. 
My time has been so much occupied in preparing for the 
Hornelleville Convention and the Chicago Congress that I 
could hardly find time for anything else. So soon as the 
Congress i8 over I hope to be able to again get to work and 
make my items for the Liberal papers more interesting than 
they hav recently been. H, L. GREEN. 

eo or s . 
The Brussels Congress. 

To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The Con- 
gress of Freethinkers met at this city on the 29th, as an- 
nounced, with 225 delegates in attendance, representing 
nearly every nation in the civilized world. The great 
thinkers of the world are in the work, and some of them 
are here. Prof. Erast Haeckel, Prof. Louis Buchner, 
Charles Watts, Annie Besant, and a long list of names well 
known in their various homes, of scholars and instructors, 
are here to form a union and devise a plan for warring 
against prejudice and for mental liberty. 

Our delegation was received with cordiality, and our re- 
ports of work done in the United States with enthusiasm, 

I regret the necessity of closing this brief notice in time 
to send by one of our returuing delegates, Mr. Edmond 
Gastineau. A. L. Rawson, 
Brussels, Belgium, Aug. 31, 1880. 


‘Forgot His ‘‘ Kyarving-Knife.” 

Messrs. Peck and Lynn hav both had a say at Mr. Leland 
in THE TRUTH SEEKER, and that free lance has seen their 
articles. He wishes us to say to them thus : 

DEAR EUGENE : Please say to brothers Lynn and Peck 
that “when the cat’s away the mice may play.” I can’t cut 
off their heads with a ‘‘kyarving-knife,” 'cause I left mine 
at home. And, when I return, the Congress will: be over, 
its decrees proclaimed, and the sun will hav gone down on 
my wrath. Retribution will not then follow immediately 
upon an evil work. Lucky for them! Tze OEE Lxx. 

Chicago, Sept. 9, 1880. 

Tr 9—— ——— — 

BULLION IN THE CAMPAIGN or 1880; oR, SHYLOCK IN 
VERSE. By A. B. Brown. Published by the auther at 
Worcester, Mass. Price, 15 cents singly; in quantities 
of ten or more, 6 cents each. 

This little work of thirty-three pages is a Greenback doc- 
ument, and recounts the evils which in ail ages hav overtaken 
the nations that hav taken gold and silver for the basis of 
their money. It deals particularly hard with banks and 
other *' bloated corporations,” and shows in pleasant jingle 
how they hav filched money from the pockets of the poor. 
The squanderers of the public lands come in for their share 
of poetic vengeance, and the Credit Mobilier, whisky rings, 
and other thieving jobs performed by such immaculate 
statesmen as Garfield and Grant are touched with no light 
hand. Mr. Brown is an able thinker and writer, and if his 
verse is sometimes a little awry in its construction his argu- 
ments are not. Send to him for as many of the books ag 


you can use advantageously in your neighborhood, 


`, 


Bgg 
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Communications. 


Ingersoll and Denslow on Paine and Junius. 


We hav read “Modern Thinkers,” by Van Buren Dens- 
low, LL.D., and agree with Col Ingersoll in his enthusi- 
astic praise of the work. But as the author freely critieises 
his ‘‘ Thinkers,” so we venture to criticise both him and his . 
eulogist, Ingersoll, on the question of the authorship | 
of the letters of Junius. He names eleven works that | 
lie before him on tha$ subject, the last of which, pub- 
lished in Washington, D. C., in 1872, he says, ‘‘is hastily | 
written, but its argument, derived from unity of literary : 
style, mental characteristics, identical beliefs, and other in- 

: ternal evidences, 2s conclusio." , 

Col. Ingersoll is ‘inclined to think that Paine actually 
wrote the Deelaration of Independence," but not the letters 
of Junius, although he says that the two critiques of his 
friend Denslow '*make by far the best argument upon that | 
subject he has ever read.” And he raises four objections to 
the identity of Paine and Junius, which we quote and an- 
gwer as follows: 

“ First. Paine could hav had no personal hatred against 
the men so bitterly assailed by Junius,” 

Answer: Nor against the men heso bitterly assailed in his 
** Common Sense,” ** Crisis,” and other writings. 

“Second. He knew at that time but little of English poli- 
ticians, and certainly had never associated with men occu- 
pying the highest positions, and could not hav been person- 
ally acquainted with the leading statesmen of England.” 

Answer: Six years ago James Parton, in a private lettér, 
said, '' When I was writing my ‘ Life of Franklin,’ I had to 
become familiar with the men whom Junius descanted upon, 
and I discovered that he knew them not—that he was not with- 
in the circle of the well-informed,” 

*''Third. Paine was not an unjust man; he was neither a 
coward, a Calumniator, nor a sneak. All of these delight- 
ful qualities must hav lovingly united in the character of 
Junius ” 

Answer: If Junius was a calumniator, so was Paine, as 
shown in many of his writings, particularly in his letters to 
Lord Howe and George Washington. But that Junius was 
a coward and a sneak we now challenge the great calumnia- 
tor of Jehovah, John Calvin, and Joe Cook to prove. 

“ Fourth. Paine could hav had no reason for keeping the 
Becret after coming to America." 

Answer: He had the very best of reasons, Almost the 
last words that Junius wrote were these, “Iam the sole 
depositary of my own secret, and čt shall perish with me.” 
Had the writer broken that solemn and deliberate promis, 
he would hav been worse than & coward and a sneak. 

In Dr. Denslow's first critique he finds the argument of 
** Junius Unmasked " conclusiv. But in his second he raises 
* four reasonable objections to the theory that Paine was 
Junius," It looks as if some one had seen him and said what 
Col. Ingersoll says in his Introduction—that it would not 
add to Paine’s reputation as a writer to prove that he was 
Junius. Well, of the ''four reasonable objections,” the 
author says that only one is ‘‘ well taken," and that is “ that 
Paine’s means of knowing the state and court secrets 
‘were inadequate to the demands of Junius.” This is pre- 
cisely the second objection raised by Col. Ingersoll, neither 
of whom is aware how little Junius really knew of state 
secrets. But Dr. Denslow goes on to argue from this false 
assumption that Junius must hev been inspired and posted 
by leading statesmen, and that ‘‘ probably Lords Sackville, 
Chatham, and Shelbourne were in the secret.” 

The fact that Junius was not withia the circle of the well- 
informed is proved from bis private letters to John Wilkes, 
which were first published in 1812, We quote : 

t Not venturing to consult those who are qualified to 
inform me, I am forced to collect everything from books or 
common conversation. The pains I took with that paper 
upon privilege were greater than I can express to you. Yet 
after I had blinded myself with poring over journals, de- 
bates, and parliamentary history, I was at last obliged to 
hazard a bold assertion, which I am now convinced is true— 
as l really then thought it— because it has not been dis- 
proved or disputed.” . 

‘I willingly accept as much of your friendship as you 
can impart to a man whom you will assuredly never know 
Besides every personal consideration, if I were known, 
could no longer be a useful servant to the public. At pres- 
ent there is something oracular in the delivery of my opin- 
ions. I speak from a recess which no human curiosity can 
penetrate, and darkness, we are told, is one source of the 
sublime. The mystery of Junius increases his importance.” 

“Iam much obliged to you for your information about 
Eyre. The facts are as I understood them, and with the 
blessing of God I will pull Mansfield to the ground," 

That Junius could not hav been known to Lord Chatham, 
as Dr. Denslow supposes, appears from a letter addressed to 
that lord inclosing proof slips of Junius’s last public letter. 
This private letter, marked ‘‘ most secret," came to light 
only a few years ago, (See Bohn'sedition, appendix.) In 
it is this sentence : 

“ Retired and unknown, I liv in the shade, and hav only 
a speculativ ambition,” 

We were but little surprised when Mr. Parton first wrote 
to us, '' Junius was nothing and knew nothing.” And yet; 
Mr, Parton must admit that Paine was something and knew 
something. As Junius he failed to effect a revolution in 
England, but he succeeded in America. We dissent, there- 
fore, from Parton’s opinion that Junius was nothing, and 
most decidedly from Denslow’s assertion that Paine’s life 
was ** unsuccessful.” 

But the lamest part of Dr. Denslow’s work is the attempt : 
to prove that both Junius and Paine were prone to scurril- 
ity and blackguardism, To prove Junius a blackguard, he. 
quotes from a letter signed *' Correggio," and written a year ; 
pud a balt before the first Junius letters appeared. This | 


l server, ** You hav eaten your words, 


wrote it, and it was never attributed to him until forty-two 


i letter is scurrilous, but there is no evidence that Junius 30 cents; A. F. Benedict, stamps, 24 cents; Dr. A. J, 


Clarke, $1; J. B. Beel, stamps, 45 cents; Mrs. J, A. Miller, 


years afterward, when Woodfall’s son collected numerous / stamps, 30 cents; Sarah Canboy, stamps, 27 cents; Henry 


so-called ‘ Miscellaneous Letters of Junius,” most of which 
are spurious, this among the number. Another quotation 
is from a letter which, though signed ‘ Junius,” was ex- 
pressly disavowed by him in his preface, saying, ‘‘ This edi- 
tion contains aZ the letters of Junius." The only other ex- 
tract adduced is from s genuin Junius letter, and it is this, 
“But to become the stalking-horse of a stallion; to shake 
hands with a Scotchman at the hazard of catching his in- 
famy.” This, we apprehend, would not be adjudged scur- 
rilous, at all events, not half so much so as this sentence in 
Col. Ingersoli’s reply to Dr. Prime of the New York Ob. 
and, for my part, I 
would rather dine with Ezekiel than with you.” (See Ezek. 
iv, 12). 

But the attempt to prove Paine a blackguard is a still 
worse failure, ‘Stalking horse" in his letter to Washing- 
ton, and “Scotch and foreign mercenaries " in the Declara- 
tion of Independence, find their parallels in Junius; but they 
fall so far short of scurrility that when the critique first ap- 
peared in the Chicago Times, the writer added the following: 

** Editor's note. We had intended to set opposit this sam- 
ple of scurrilousness and blackguardism some equally au- 
thentic and equally scurrilous sentences from Thomas 
Paine’s acknowledged writings, but we cannot find them. 
To those who apprehend that Junius excels Paine in moral 
dignity or cleanness of speech, the foregoing should be con- 
clusio (1!) Paine was frequently scurrilous (!), and at times 
indecent (!!), but not so recklessly so as Junius (!!!).” 

And now, after having a whole year to find scurrilous and 
indecent sentences in Paine’s writings, what do we see? 
Two extracts from the “Age of Reason,” one in which 
Paine says that ‘‘Mutthew should hav told us who the saints 
were that came to life again . "whether they came 
out naked and all in natural buff, he-saints and she-saints 
|^. » Whether they reclaimed their wives (0. or 
brought actions of crim. con. against the rival interlopers.” 
And another in which he describes Mary Magdalene as ‘‘a 
woman of large acquaintance,” of whom the apostles *' ap- 
pear to hav known most,” and of whom “ it was not an ill 
conjecture that she might be upon the stroll.” : 

When the cultured Rev. W. H. Channing, in a Free Re- 
ligious convention, called Paine a ‘‘turkey-buzzard,” he 
was not aware that he was outdoing in fowl epithets the 
man he calumniated. To the believer in the story of the 
resurrection Paine's comments are of course shocking, but 
it is prudish to call them indecent. 

That ''Junius Unmasked " was “hastily written,” as the 
learned editor of the Chicago Times and author of “ Modern 
Thinkers" remarks, we do not deny. Perhaps he would be 
astonished to be told that ome year prior to its publication 
the author had never read twenty pages of either Junius or 
Paine, yet it is true. Nevertheless, the author of “J. U.” 
is willing to stand a comparison in point of care and accu- 
racy with the accomplished editor, who has had eight years 
to produce his two short essays. 

There are several important dates in Dr. Denslow’s essays 
which are erroneous and could easily hav been corrected 
from the newspaper articles. He has forgotten to answer 
the fourth objection raised to the theory that Paine was 
Junius, namely, that he had not the leisure essential to the 
composition, And while he was about it, why didn’t he 
tell usin what sense an objection could be ‘reasonable ” 
which was ‘‘ not well taken?" He forgets to go back and 
erase or amend his first statement that the argument of 
* Junius Unmasked? is conclusiv. He asserts that Paine 
was twice dismissed from the excise service for smuggling. 
Paine's petition to the Board of Excise in 1766 for rein- 
statement negativs the first instance, for he says, ‘‘ No com- 
plaint of the least dishonesty or intemperance ever appeared 
against me." 

But with all these defecte, we hail this work as an able 
supplement to “ Junius Unmasked.” .. The day is dawning 
upon Thomas Paine, and soon no competent critic will dis 
pute that he wrote the letters of Junius and the Declaration 
of Independence. Nor do we fear that this will detract 
from the merits of Paine, or that the self-evident truths 
enunciated in his Declaration of Independence will be gen- 
erally denied in spite of the assertion of the astute Chicago 
editor that they are self-evident lies, Wm. HENRY BURR, 

Washington, D. O , Sept. 8, 1880. 


MEO 
Liberal League Notes from Illinois. 


In accordance with my promis on accepting the arduous 
task of trying to awaken an interest in the Liberal League 
movement in Illinois, I will make my first monthly report 
of the amount of money sent me to help defray the neces- 
sary expenses incurred by the undertaking. ` ' 

My appointment on the Executiv Committee of the Na- 
tional Liberal League dates from June 15, 1880, and I im- 
mediately set about arranging my affairs, s0 as to giv my 
whole time and attention to the Liberal work. Since re- 
ceiving my certificate of membership in Executiv Commit- 
tee of the National Liberal League Í hav promptly, on the 
reception of calls for instruction how to organize auxiliary 
Leagues, sent to all such applicants the National Liberal 
League cireular pamphlet of instructions, containing both 
the National and the Auxiliary League constitutions, and 
other needed information in regard to the purposes and 
objects of the Liberal League movement. I hav also sent 
blank applications for auxiliary League charters, and given 
all other necessary written instructions in regard to the 
League work and how to properly organize auxiliary Lib- 
eral Leagues. 

I hav thus far expended for postage and stationery alone, 
exclusiv of everything for incidental expenses, about ten 
collars, and I hav received in contributions to assist me in 
the work as follows: G, K., of Chicago, in postage stampa, 


Gildemeister, $1; Mrs. M. E. Hall. for Thomas Goddard, 
50 cents; O. Richardson, stamps, 24 cents; L. G. Burns, 
stamps, 45 cents; total, $4.75. Á è 

I am endeavoring to make my traveling expenses out of 
the sale of Liberal books, but thus far hav not been able to 
doso. Ihope todo better after the people hav marketed 
their crops. 

I broke camp in Rockford three weeks ago to-day with 
the expectation of giving my entire time and attention to 
the Liberal work in the state of Illinois as long as Iam able 
to procure pecuniary aid enough to doso. ButIam very 
sorry to see such a lack of enthusiasm in a large majority of 
our professed Liberals and Freethinkers in a cause that 
should arrest their most earnest attention. A large propor- 
tion of them take no Liberal papers, and seldom read any 
Liberal books, and, as a consequence, are ignorant of what 
is passing in the world for the spread of Freethought, or 
what is being accomplished toward lifting humanity out of 
mental bondage and into the light of a living truth and 
freeing the world of the fogs of religious superstition and 
bigotry. Ifthe Freethinkers of this country cotild only be 
enthused with one-half the zeal that is shown by Christiana 
to promulgate their false dogmas, nothing could impede 
their onward march to complete and unobstructed mental 
liberty. : 

I hope to meet full delegations from all of the League 
organizations of this state at the coming session of the Na- 
tional Liberal League Congress, which meets in Chicago on 
the 17:h, 18th, and 19th of September. There will be a good 
deal of important work to be done at this session of the 
Congress; and on the ation that will be taken there the 
future success of the Liberal League movement will largely 
depexd. 

I hope to hear from all who are willing to extend a help- 
ing hand toward carrying forward the League movement in 
this state as soon as they can conveniently write me, as on 
their doing so or not must rest my success or failure in the 
work I am undertaking. Those desiring to write to me, 
either to send me pecuniary aid or applications for charters 
and instructions about organizing Leagues, will please ad- 
dress me at Rockford, Illinois, P. O. Box 263, and their 
letters will reach me, F. F. FOLLET, 

Ch. Ex. Bub.-Com., Il. 
e 


Obituary. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I send 
you herewith the obituary, as published in the Grant county 
Herald, of Mr. Jno Woolstenholme, a zealous, hard-working 
Freethinker, and a subscriber to your paper. His broad 
and logical views, and his upright and honest life, made 
him an honor to our cause and a most potent worker for 
reason, mental freedom, and truth. In him and the Hon. 
Jared Warner, Grant county has lost two of its most worthy 
and best citizens, and the great cause of Freethought and 
free action two of its most determined and creditable sup- 
porters, They came to Grant county in the early daya,- 
when ignorance and superstition reigned, and when to be a 
Liberal was to be ostracized, hated, and even persecuted. 
They braved all insults and abuse, untiringly advocated and 
fearlessly defended the infant Freethought; they sustained 
and nursed it until it became respected and predominant, 
and they died surrounded by many disciples, and mourned 
and respected by all. ` 

The Investigator will confera favor upon an old subscriber 


by copying this. ‘ F. J. ScgELL. 
Bloomington, Wis. 


[From ihe Grant County Herald. 

Dizp —At his home in the city of Lancaster, Wis., August 
20, 1880, at 3:30 Pm., John Woolstenholme, aged 46 
years, 1 month, and 22 days. : 

The deceased was born in the city of Philadelphis, June 
28, 1834, of mixed parentage, his father being Engüsa and 
his mother German. After his birth his family resided in 
that city some four or five years, and then moved to the 
West, living fora short time near Dubuque, Iowa, and at 
New Diggins, Lafayette county, Wisconsin, engaged in 
mining. 

Thereafter they moved to Grant county, Wisconsin, and 
settled upon the Fennimore prairie, in what is now the 
north part of the town of Liberty, in this county, being then 
the only settlers in that part of the county west of Wing- 
ville. The deceased was engaged with the family there in 
farmiug, and, by hard work and industry, succeeded in 
opening an extensiv farm and prospered, and wasso engaged 
until after the death of his mother and until his marriage iu 
February, 1859. For several years after his marriage he 
was also engaged in farming, but since the war, where he 
contracted disease, he has been engaged in merchandizing 
in Lancaster, 

In his business relations with his fellow-men he was ever 
upright and honest, as all who knew him best will testify, 
and there is no man who had fewer enemies than he, lu 
his religious views he belonged to what are called '' Liber- 
als,” He believed in a controling spirit governing the uni- 
verse; did not believe in the atonement of Ohrist or in his 
divinity, but believed that every man was responsible for 
his own acts. He inculcated his views in his family, on 
the minds of his children, ever exhorting them to liv honest, 
upright, moral lives, 

The deceased was married, February 25, 1859, to Henri- 
etta Nathan, daughter of Jacob Nathan, of this place. He 
leaves her and their four children surviving him to mourn 
his loss. The funeral services took place Sunday after- 
noon, August 22d, and the esteem in which he was held by 
his neighbors and friends, near and far, was attested by the 
long concourse of people who followed his remains to their 
last resting-place, No religious services were held, except 
by request of the family Mr. Cook offered prayer at the 
house, from whence the remains were taken to the cemetery, 
where, by special request of the deceased, Col. J. G. Clark 
delivered an address, giving an outline of the religious views 
of the deceased, and in the course of the address appropri- 
ately extolling his virtues and worth, Peace to his ashes, 


E] 


The Truth Seeker, September 18, 1889. 


Special Pleading for the Republicans, 
To MEMBERS or THE LIBERAL LEAGUE CONVENTION : 


Soon you are to assemble to discuss and devise means for 
the promulgation of free thought, free speech, and free 


press. Will you listen to the words of one who has no 
voice in your meeting, but bears & deep interest in your 
cause, and awaits with much anxiety to know what course 
you shall take? 

"While I place the most implicit confidence in your hon- 
eaty and integrity, I trust you will deeply weigh this matter 
with all the gravity its importance demands, Weigh it not 
in the balance of blind bigotry or malignant hate, but by the 
scale of justice let your actions be determined. Think not 
of the persecutions we may endure, but of the happiness, 
pe&ee, and prosperity of the ten millions of firesides in our 
land, Better it would be for us that we should suffer all the 
pain of an Inquisition than that we should deteriorate the 
condition of one human being. Better that we spend our 
days in the slimy dungeon than hav it said of us we helped 
to rob one household of its sunlight, or took from one child 
its happiness, . j 

If you think of organizing a political party, pray do so 
only when you hav matured well the subject in all its phases. 
There are serious objections to a separate party. Let friend- 
ship, truth, and love be the interminable links which shall 
bind us one to another, in every clime, but let it never be 
said we united our strength to oppress the weak. Reason, 
humanity, and the undying principles of right hav placed 
us beyond the bane of superstition, aud honesty will ever 
secure for us the admiration of even those who know not of 
this boon. Thousands are coming daily to quaff the thirst 
for knowledge at the rivulet of Freethought, but when its 
waters are made murky by & political party set over the 
fountain-head they must turn away in disgust. Shall the 
only people in the world who hav the courage to battle for 
intellectual freedom bind themselvs to a creed ? 

If you do not see fit to form a new party, do not indorse 
any of the old ones. Let every man settle his opinions 
with himself. If you indorse one party above another let 
that party be the Republican party. I wili tell you why. 
It is the better party of the two great organizations, one of 
which must succeed in November. It is the party of 
progress, It isthe party which carried the nation through 
the most critical period in her history. Itcarried usthrough 
the panic which inevitab!y must follow every inflation of 
paper currency. It has made the promis of our government 
worth one hundred cents on the dollar, and given us the best 
currency on earth. It took the nation ata time when every- 
thing was dark, and secession threatened an imminent 
dissolution of the Union, when but one other nation of all 
the mighty powers sent to us a ray of hope. It fought four 

long years for a federal government. It shook the shackles 
from four million blacks, and forever banished the hydra- 

' headed monster of human slavery from our land. At the 
end of twenty years it is all that the most fastidious could 
consistently ask. Our growing fields are overspread with a 
network of railroads, our ships of commerce go to every 
port on earth, while the Stars and Stripes float above the 
waters of every sea. 

We should ever be hopeful for the future; but there is no 
better criterion of the future than the experience of the past. 
Not until the maimed soldiers we every day meet hav been 
laid away to rest; not until children hav forgotten loved 
parents; not until we cease with the return of each May to 
decorate with sacred flowers the hallowed graves of our 
nation’s dead, can we forget the war. But overlooking the 
past, the great issue of to-day must be upon finance. The 
Greenback idea (if Greenbackers can be said to hav an idea) 
is impracticable, and if put in vogue would engender the 
logs of public credit abroad; in fact a currency at variance 
with the established idea of the world is preposterous, at 
least. 

The Democratic party has ever been wrong on the subject 
of finance. During the war, when we issued the Greenback 
dollar, it was a negativ party. It shook its empty head and 
said, ' The thing can't be did." What are the facts con- 

` cerning that issuance? Our resources were exhausted by 
war; we had bonded ourselvs to foreign capitalists until our 

credit was gone. The noble boys in blue said to our Con- 
gress: '* We honor the government established by our fore- 
fathers and love the sunny land in whose defense they 
spilled their life's blood ; every throb of the nation's heart 
sends its pulse-beats through our veins; we rejoice with her 
in prosperity and fly to her rescue in times of danger, and if 
you will giv us a little hard tack for ourselvs and send 
the greenback dollar to wipe the tears from our mothers', 
wives’, and children's eyes, we will sustain the Constitution 
now and pay the debt when the war is over." 

‘When we issued our paper currency we were in the midst 
of a civil rebellion. Fathers had kissed their children and 
hurried to the field of battle; sons had wiped away the 
mother's tear dropped upon their cheek aud received the 
last blessing of fathers; husbands had embraced their wives 
for the last time perhaps, and al] had buckled on the sword 
and hurried away to maintain the Union or die in its de- 
fence. They were issued when the destiny of the grandest 
nation on earth bung upon the slender thread of hope; 
issued when every gale which swept from the South bore 
sadness to the hearts of weeping mothere, sorrowing sistets, 
disconsolate wives, and starving children; issued when 
every dispatch from the South was the news of a battle, 
together with its victory or defeat; issued when every letter 
borne northward was, not a missiv of love, but à messenger 
of death; issued when iron shot and leaden hail mingled 
with the summer rain, when the saber’s gleam and lightning’s 
flash united to light the scene of death ; when bivouac fires 
on the distant hillsides seemed only fire-bugs reveling in 
the gathering shades of night; when the sentry’s night call 
echoed to the scream of the nighthawk; when on every 


Southern field lay the dead bodies of Federal soldiers—the 


bright buttons.on their coats of blue glistening in the sun- 
shine, or their bones watched over by the stars, silent senti- 
nels of heaven; they were issued when the nation's heart 
was palsied and the blood within the public vein stood still. 
We then promised when the war was ended, when the sword 
was hung away as a memento of the past, when our mas- 
kets were put aside, when our Cannons rang out no more in 
battle but in the silvery tones of new school bells, when a 
million yeomanry should settle down in honest toil, to pay 
them off in gold, and by the undying memory of our three 
hundred thousand honored dead, if left alone, the Republi- 
can party will keep that pledge. 

Avaunt! Away with your cowardly repudiators, the 

crawling, sneaking, slimy vipers who denounce that debt! 
The obligation is an honest one, and the promis must be 
sacredly kept, ^. 
. In 1872, when it was an impossibility, the Democratic 
party said, ‘‘ Let us resume specie payments" (at no time 
and place) In 1876 they said again, “It can't be done.” 
In 1880 they say, * Resumption isa failure." In 1876 the 
Republican party said, ‘‘ On the first day of January, 1879, 
we willresume specie payments." When that auspicious 
day.arrived the vaults of thesub-treasury in New York were 
thrown open and every man with fifty dollars in greenbacks 
was invited to exchange them for two and a half double 
eagles, Does this look like a failure? I appeal to you as 
business men—can you conscientiously abet a party whose 
every policy has been proven by the logic of events to be 
damnably corrupt? Such, my friends, is the undying record 
the Democratic party has made for itself during the last 
twenty-five years. I appeal to you as husbands, fathers, 
and sons, with wives to cherish, children to make happy, 
and parents to comfort; as lovers of liberty; as believers in 
the purity and freedom of the ballot-box; with peaceful, 
quiet, and happy homes; with all our works of art and 
acience; our institutions of learning; with a hallowed and 
undying reverence for the unsullied honor of our country, 
can you support the party whose every action has been to 
rob us of all we love? Such is the living monument of the 
Democratic party. 

We hav just passed through the most deadly maelstrom 
on all the seas of human life, and the ship of state is right- 
ing herself from the shocks she has received.- We are pay- 
ing our debt at the rate of about one hundred million dollars 
per year. With a remembrance of all these things, I ask 


you to consider the feasibility of committing yourselvs—if | 


commit you must—to the party of progress; the party of 

abolition, whether it be to & master or a creed; the party 

which is of itself the embodiment of all that is noble in 

American politics—the Republican party; M. WATSON. 
Terre Haute, Ind., Aug. 24, 1980. 


Neither Will I. 


To THE EpITOR oF THe TRUTH SEEKER, Sir. So there's 
“an end to it" for another. J. S. Verity is out of political 
moonshine and isliving in the solar light of day when he 
says, I cannot vote for Hancock, and will not, so that's 
an end to it.” Better yet if he had added, as I do, Neither 
will I be cajoled, wheedled, or driven by sophistry, multi 
plicity of words, or to spite anybody, into voting for 
the other fellow, Gar-cock, or anything like either or both. 
It is precisely what these two old rotten party-hulks are 
aiming at—that if one fails, the other shall be sure to win. 

The leaders of both old parties are Shylocks; a subsidized 
press kept blowing for t’other and which; a reserve fund 
stolen from honest labor for backing; a bandit’s swindling 
banking gouge, which both like and approve; a two billion 
national bonded debt, every cent the people’s stolen credit, 
and in possession and under control of the fuglemen of 
both these old haugers-on; a centralization of the distribut- 
ing agent called money, belonging equally to fifty million 
citizens, all in the bands of a self-constituted syndicate of 
both these old party parasites; a set of thieves, swindlers, 
and robbers of the people's domain, suffivient to make 
an empire; allof both in favor of no tax for rich thieves; 
all of both in favor of the robbery of honest toil through 
corporate wealth, dear transportation, and exorbitant tax; 
all of both determined, when either wins, to choke the wind. 
pipe, as usual, of productiv wealth until it gapes for breath 
like a suffocated rat, and thus force, through a tax. 
released oligarchy, the tale of ruined plebeians of ancient 
Rome to repeat its tricks on American soil. 

Has history no lessons to teach American ‘‘dam-phules ” 
how and when to shoot ? Blaze away with your ballot-wads, 
leveled horizontally at the pit of the stomach of both the 
old hypocritical party cormorants! 

The only dispute between them is which shall rob the trap 
of the feathera which both are alike guilty in setting and 
baiting. : 

See the figures on the horolog! It needs no telescope nor 
microscope to bring them in sight. Allit needs is to open 
the left eye (the other being blind) and look straight ahead. 
If your eye blurs, then stand back; you are too close to see, 
and confusion is what’s the matter. Get among the tomb- 
8tones back yonder and see alphabetically chiseled on used- 
up nations’ monuments the unmistakable epitaph that with 
extraordinary power and fees conferred to any individual 
class, both they and it become the nucleus around which 
the hell-hounda of devastation and ruin are always generated 


and hatched, The Gothamites stand so near to this nucleus j 


they seem not to realize that the target of equal rights to all 
has but one center to it, Where is thatcenternow? A 
few heartless and shameless scamps, pets of Demo-Republi- 
can nondescripts, with millions & year income at the ex- 
pense of productiv labor, with the power of creating and 
disposing of a million officials to fatten on others’ sweat and 
toil, hay scattered it worse than Beecher’a ‘throne of 
grace. 
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Are the liberties and rights of wealth-producers not in 
limbo with the balance-wheel and center gone? Here we 
are, With one of the most vicious systems of political econ- 
omy, being choked down the throat of the nation, known 
to history by both old parties alike, and men disputing 
which to vote for. With either to administer, the govern- 
ment will become more and more the guard. and protection 
of all minor rasealities and abuses. Large bodies of water 
will run down hill. It is only when scattered into mist that 
it ascends. The law is imperativ. The nabobs of corrupt 
old parties, being the recipients of millions yearly, are the 
last people on this earth to look to to encourage or advance 
a system of reform in anything. 

Don't deceive yourselvs with the juvenility that to put 
one out and the other in will scare either, or cause the outs 
to help reform the ins, or vice versa. In that event, reform 
would be in danger of reaching the reformer. Both being 
corrupt in every fiber, it is to their interest to screen, up- 
hold, and protect each other in all political and ecclesiastical 
plundering so as to be in condition to defend the common 
citadel which both hav erected—for Christ's sake; č. 6., their 
own. 

Who are the defenders and in.dwellers of that citadel but 
the Randalls, Garfields, & Co.? Is it not patrician lords vs. 
plebeian serfs? A nation’s credit gobbled; a squeezing bank 
robbery, baited with honest money, which pulls a3 one man 
from three thousand centers a stipend of fifty millions a 
year; a robber class of foreign noodles keeping time and 
giving orders. Thus, step by step, the once bequeathed 
inalienable rights of American freemen are being throttled. 
The plebeian's credit of a nation gone to roost in the money 
bags of foreign and home gobblers, the money prerogativ in 
the hands of a few, and the war and taxing power will soon 
consummate the epitaph of liberty’s ruined bulwark, 

Nod after nod, wink after wink, for the two decades past 
our children, little and big, hav been taking lessons how 
gracefully they can submit to à domestic married to a for- 
eign tyrant's demands without offending either or smelling 
powder. T 

At home and abroad tories and imperialists in church 
and state hav “‘ soured " on representativ government; hav 
succeeded so far as to induce Demo-R»publican voters to 
yield up the most important sovereign prerogativs to clans, 
cliques, and combinations of moneyed capital; hav already so 
weakened our gOvernment that these clans, cliques, and 
combinations boast that they can easily control it to carry 
on their schemes of plunder. Abal say they. 

Both ‘Garfield and Hancock are the figureheads only of 
these clans, cliquez, and combinations. They know their 
men. The people had nothing to say, but are being pre- 
pared to yield submission to the demands of old party clans, 
Cliques, and combinations by clothing one of these figure- 
heads with executiv power. Thusour people are quite ready 
to surrender representativ government and popular liberty 
into the keeping of clans, cliques, and combinations com- 
posed of foreign and domestic money kings, combined with 
European royalty and a home nobility. 

How vividly the lines of Byron on the downfall of Rome 
come to mind! Niobe, the daughter of Tantalus, it is said, 
wept herself into a stone through grief for the logs of her 
children : 


“ See! the Niobe of nations! There she stands, 

Childless and crownless in her voiceless woe! 

An empty urn Within her withered hands, 

Whose holy dust was scattered long ago, i 

A Scipio’s tomb contains no ashes now; 

The very sepulchers lie tenantless of their heroic dwellers. 
Dost thou flow, old Tiber, through a marble wilderness? 
Rise with thy yellow waves and mantle her distress, 

The Goth, the Christian, time, war, flood. and fre 

Hav dealt upon thy seven-hilled city’s pride. 

She saw her glories, star by star, expire, 

And up the steep barbarian monarchs ride 

Where once thecar climbed up the Capitol. 

Far and wide. temple and tower went down, nor left a site. 
O chaos of ruins. who shall trace the void 

O’er these dim fragments easting lunar light 

And say there was, or is, where all is darkly night?" 


Well, boys, it will take a sharp lookout of the people to 
prevent history from tepeating itself with us, The clans, 
cliques, and combinations, ecclesiastical and political, are 
on the track, straight as a string. The people are yet the 
sovereign power; the ballot yet remains. Figures tell me, 
minus fifty years, the present rate of usury on debts, na- 
tional, state, county, township, corporate, and on ‘‘ honest 
money " (national bank script swindle) will swallow down, 
or up, every agricultural freehold on American soil, Fig- 
ures, you know, are hard to beat for telling truth. How's 
that? Because, to do their prettiest, the outs of the farmer 
are greater than theins. It is only a speck of time, and the 
devilfish know it, It is the same ‘‘Oid Man of the Sea” 
that has ridden to death productiv labor everywhere else, 
and is now getting the ''heela" of us. 

Now, ‘men and brethren, what shall we do to be saved?” 
Vote for Garfield? For Hancock? We might as well take 
a dose of Helmbold’s buchu. Their traps are all set; they 
must be sprung. 

Only this and nothing more. No power or issues on this 
continent are so dreaded and feared by combinations in 
church and state to rob labor as are those presented by 
Greenbackers. A united fire in that direction would bring 
the rascals to ‘‘ terror-pitch ", in double quick. Let us try it 
a thwack. Yours, A. BENNETT. 

——— 9 ———— 

Tau pebbles in our path weary us and make us footsore 
more than the rocks, which require only a bold effort to 
surmount. 


Wore is a necessity in one way or another to all of us. 
Overwork is of our own making, and, like all self-imposed 


burdens, is beyond our strength, 


- that work of peace safely accomplished. Now, and under 


The Union the Controling Issue. 


To THE EDITOR oF Tug. TRUTH BEExER, Sir: Your 
article, ‘‘ Our Reasons” for supporting Gen. Hancock, in 


. your last paper, quoting the opinion and admonition of 


Hon. E W. Barber, is abundantly sufficient to relieve m 
from further pursuit of Mr. Bush. If those reasons and 
that opinion do not opea his eyes to the present and danger- 
ous 'Bourbonism ". of the Republican party, it may be 
safely concluded that his eyes are so nearly “sot” by the 
petrifying influences of party as to be beyond the reach of 
anything short of galvanism. i 

This unexpected lift from your pen leaves me free to con- 
clude these letters by stating concisely the issue which, it 
seems to me, should be the controling one to all independ- 
ent voters, such voters as I take most of the Liberals to be. 

The fact is that the Democratic party is now the only 
party that can become a Uaion or National party in the 
proper and only real sense of that word—national, "Thisl 
will endeavor to show. . 

‘We are bound to throw our votes for the best interest and 
welfare of the whole country in the future, in the Jong run. 
We must rice above party, section, church, or trivial issues 
of prejudice, hate, or spite, and vote as patriots, or we are 
not worthy to vote at all. . . 

From this, the only true because the highest point of 
vlew, we can 8ee at a bird's-eye glance where we belong. It 
is on the. side of a substantial union party as against sec. 
tional feelings and interests. The Union can only be really 
consolidated by the incorporation into it of two great and 


very diverse elements, viz., the white and the colored people |. 


of the Southern states, This can only be done by a party 
with which they will and can affiliate, and which has 
strength and many votes in every part of our country. 

The inhabitants of the South cannot safely nor properly 
be kept permanently asa conquered people. - They can only 
be effectivly, that ie, in heart and soul, re-incorporated into 
the Union but by receiving them to share the duties, re- 
sponsibilitiee, and honors ot some political participation in 
the general government. This is the opportunity to hav 


Hancock, a Union general, this can be done without humili- 
ation or danger. Those people are after al) much like ourselvs 
—proud and sensitiv to injustice. For their part in the Re- 
bellion they hav suffered the bitter consequences bravely and 
without complaint. They hav had, under Republican aus- 
pices, a probation of twenty-one years. During that time a 
new generation, who had no part in the Rebellion, has come 
to manhood, and will appear this fall at the polls. For 
twenty-one years, the usual term of minority, the Repub- 
lican party has practically excluded their fathers from par- 
ticipating in public affairs, During that time the business 
of the Southern states has revived to an astonishing degree. 
The population has also increased, so that the census-takers 
seem to hav found a new South. Is it not the proper time 
to incorporate that South safely into the Uaion ? 

But this is not al. The Republican party under President 
Hayes has withdrawn its carpet-bag governments and the 
U. B. troops, and has wholly committed to those Southern 
white people the necessity of living with, and to a great 
extent the necessity of taking care of and educating, the 
freedmen who were left by the war as the wards of the Union. 

Now, how does any rational, man suppose that these sen. 
sitiv people can be made send, patriotic, American citizens 
and co-workers in the care and elevation of the freedmen ? 
Can it be done by visiting the sins of the fathers upon the 
children? No. It we keep the position and tone of con- 
querors we shall compel them to keep the position and tone 
of rebels. We shail deepen into a smothered but heredi- 
tary feud the feelings of difference of race and of section, 
which, as sure as fate, will in time break up our Union, or 
else compel it under ‘‘ Republican” Presidents to become 
an empire. If you make an issue of lhe “lost cause," you 
must keep it down by political ostracism, then by legisla- 
tion, then by force, and then by empire! Each of these 
ateps inevitably leads to the other. 

What Ireland and the Irish people hav become to Eng- 
land, and Poland to Russia, we shall hav repeated in Amer. 
ica. “‘ The sense of injustice is intolerable to man,” says Car- 
lyle. Shall we for the selfish object of keeping the general 
government in the hands of a few at the North bury the 
seeds of injustice and hate to revive and curse us for an in- 
definit future ? England and Russia keep down their con- 
quered provinces from generation to generation by sheer 
weight of brute force. Do you think that such a thing can 
be done in a popular or federal republic? No. In orderto 
do it the republic must become practically an empire. The 
Republicans know that by instinct, and so they are for cen- 
tralization, a etrong man and a strong government, and 
finally an empire. g 

There is but one way a republic can really conquer, and 
that is by assimilation. The people must become as brothers, 
with the fullest equal rights, duties, responsibilities, and 
honors of citizenship, suffrage, and office. There must be 
fraternity and equality or there is no liberty and no republic, 
The wiser monarchs know enough to take this course. This 
is what Prussia did with part of Poland, and the people be- 
came patriotic Prussians. So did France with her conquered 
provinces of Alsace and Loraine two hundred ‘years ago, 
and when lately they were reconquered by the Germans 
they were French to the core, and their people who hay not 
emigrated, long for the French republic and will become a 
part of it in time, Such a reconciliation and incorporation | 
fate our Union is the only good statesmanship, and it is only 


possible by political as well as a legal amnesty to be followed 
by a social and material union and prosperity. The French 
statesmen hav just illustrated the wisdom of this course in, 
their complete amnesty to the Communists. Thereby they | 
founded the republic in the hearts of the whole people, and | 
to-day it is invincible at home and abroad, 
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Such should be the result with us, and it can be achieved | msjority, and must become more and more 80 by the admis. 


only by the party which is powerful in every state and 
which can cement the Union by the victories of peace in- 
stead of boasting of ita victories of blood. 

The. Republican party is no longer to be tbe party 
because it has made itself a sectional and an exclusiv party, 
and seeks to remain go. It is practically an empire with- 
in itself, by which the Republic is administered, and 
largely for party benefit and “perpetuation, It one does 
not belong to that par!y, and belong subserviently too, 
he has no more lot and part or say or influence in this 
Republic of the people, for the people, and by the people, 
than a subject of the Czar has in his government—that 
ia, he has only the duty of obedience. For twenty-one 
years this party has consolidated. itself in the North 
and in the hands of a few politicians with a laree depend- 
ency of office-holders. They hav failed to do jyistice to the 
freedman and hav resigned the undertaking. They hav 
made the South solid against them by gross robbery and 
mismanagement, and they are glad to keep it solid against 
them now merely for political effect. In this present can- 
vass the Republicans hav abandoned the negro and the 
South, They hav made the South solid and are yetitrying to 
fire the Northern heart on account of it by waving the 
bloody shirt, and by clamoring about Southern claims and 
state rights. ! 

Thus they hav made themselvs intensely sectional. They 
do not expect to carry the majority of the voters of the 
country any more than tbey did in 1876, when they were 
halfa million in the minority. They hope to carry barely 
enough of the Northern states to get a small majority in the 
electoral college. Thus they expect to leave a majority of 
the people, viz , nearly halt of the people in the Northern 
states and practically all of the people of the Southern 
states, with no more part in the general government than 
though they lived in Europe. F 3 

If this reault seems to be overdrawn, you must remember 
that this old party has become not only a sectional but an 
exclusiv party—in fact, a close corporation of office-holders 
and their leaders.- They became sectional when they gave 
up the negroes and the South. They became exclusiv when 
they gave up the civil service reform. This is the next im- 


portant point to be considered. 


Tn order to carry the election of 1876 they- put forth the 
pretense of inaugurating that most needed of all reforms— 


an impartial, non-political civil service reform, That pre- 


tense was simply a fraud. Their. singular mixture of cow- 


ardice and hypocrisy, President Hayes, immediately after 


he was séated in the Presidential chair, threw off the mask 
at once by rewarding those who stole the office for him and 
his party. The party now make no pretense in regard to 
that reform. They repudiate it entirely. They go for the 
spoils, and not only for two terms, but as many terms as 
they can get, from tide-waiter up to President. 

This means a permanent consolidation of the general gov- 
ernment into the leaders of that sectional party. Thus it will 


be their interest to excite the Southern people to imprudent 
acts and expressions, and to keep alive the old feelings of 
hostility, 


That wil be easy enough with a little injustice, 
and with Northern interests and pride eagerly listening in 
order to keep a preponderance in the government. Thus 
the Republican abandonment of the South and of civil 
service reform leaves us an inchoate Northern party empire. 
Are we ready to merge the government into that ? 

Now let us look at the other party. The Northern poli- 
ticians hav had the Southern people, white and black, in train- 
ing for twenty-one years to prepare them to come into the 
full enjoyment of citizenship. They ought to be of age now 
if they ever are to be. Certainly, under an unexceptionable 
Union general, and with a large Democratic vote in the 
North, which is absolutely necessary for that party to keep, 
the experiment can be safely tried, if ever, of a perfect 
amnesty. The time has come to try it or to prepare for the 
end of government by the people. 

Ihav weighed carefully the principal objections to this 
course, and I find that they hav really little weight if fairly 
considered, for instance ; : 

1. Southern barbarism. If the Southern people are bar- 
barian and cruel, as is often alleged, they will certsinly be 
made more 80 by being treated ag rebels. The responsibil- 
ity for good government ig the best inducement to them to 
obtain it. The Democratic party will practically giv bail 
for their good behavior. The revival of business and pros- 
perity will banish barbarism from the new South, for it will 
be in every way, then, their interest to hav it banished. 
This is the true and only effectiv motiv to appeal to. O:- 
traciam, troops, and carpet-baggere hav proved to be worse 
than useless. 

2. The protection of the freedmen. The freedmen ought 
to hav been the wards of the Union, but they hav been 
abandoned by the Republican party, with nothing to help 
them but their own efforta and such aid and good will as 
may be found or developed in the Southern people. The 
proper thing to do is to make it the interest of those people 
to do well by their colored fellow-citizens, This can only 
be done by doing well by them. If, after full trial, it is 
found that the two races cannot dwell together with mutual 
advantage, then the Democratic party is the only power 
that can obtain the West India islands for them and make 
it an object for them to remove there when dissatisfied, and, 
perhaps, to found there a republic which shall be the salve- 
tion of their race. Gen. Butler, in proposing annexation 
there, may be the Moses to lead his ** contrabands ” to their 
true Canaan on this continent. 

3. The fruits of the war will be lost. 
go backward. The new South are not Bourbons, and 
they control They accept all the results of the war 
and the constitutional amendments, If they fail to do so 


Revolutions never 


the Democratic majority will disappear like the morn- 
jing dew, On those issues the North is an overwhelming 


sion very soon of nine new states. But the new South has 

and will hav no interest or motiv to reverse its own progress, 

Xt is the Northern Bourbons who will not see the new South 
who make this talk about southern Bourbons. They wish 

to hav and to keep up an old South so that they may keep 

in power—that is the true story. The few fossils whose ex. 

treme statements are kept alive in Republican papers can 
only be reanimated by Republican injustice and partisan. 
ship. It Gen. Hancock is elected, these few quasi-rebels wil]. 
be as powerless as those who fell before him at Gettysburg, 

I envy neither the head nor hea:t of that man who now for 
partisan purposes tries to impose upon the ignorance and 
prejudice of northern voters by stories about four new states 
to be made at once out of Texas, about a rebel senate, and a 
secession majority in the Supreme Court. 


. Let any one look at the relations of the business and peo- - 


ple of the new South to the whole Union, and realize how 
wicked and foolish all this talk really is. These partisans 
are the Bourbons, who never can learn that slavery, the 
motiv of the old South, has forever disappeared. 

4. Financial ruin. But if the Republicans go out our 
finances and business may be ruined. If there is any danger 
of that the sooner they go the better. It is just an instance of 
the danger of having a party become so nearly perpetual 
that people begin to think that it is the republic and the 
only safe or possible government. If the change cannot 
be made now ia the rising tide of prosperity, can we ever 


expect it to be made in adversity. 


The Democrats propose reform, economy, and honest 
money. They hav been from time immemorial the advo- 
cates of thia policy. Their success in the future depends 
upon their doíng it so well asto eclipse the Republicans 
if possible. This is the best security that they will do it. 
The productiv enterprise and needs of ihe Country are 80 
great that no party can stand in the way of its prosperity, 
nor has any party been the cause of it. .When foreign 
nations see that it is the republic that is strong, independent 
of any one party, then the finances and business of the peo- 
ple will be on a surer basis than ever. It is time for these 
objectors to learn that when the government is sustained by 
the hearty good will of the whole people it. will not shake 
its credit if Bayard instead of Sherman should be at the 
head of the Tressury. : 

5. Inexperienced officials, Can the government be run as well 
with raw hands? That there will be a sudden and entire 
change of the 100,000 officials is not to be supposed. But 
some Changes should be made, unless we are to hav a con- 
tinuous bureauocracy utterly inconsistent with a repubiic. 
It is announced in the influential Democratic paper, the 
World, that Gen, Hancock strongly favors the Civil Service 
reform. If this is so, it is one of the strongest reasons why 


independent voters should giv him their hearty support. It’ 


is evident that a reform of that kind can be best instituted 
by an incoming administration, and we may reasonably 
hope that the effort will be made by an arm strong enough 
to put an end to the trade of politics. à 

` But if ‘we are not to hav such a reform, tbe next 
best thing must be short terms and frequent rolation 
in office. The official duties will then be kept simple, 
and those who can perform the duties wil be many; 
the advantages of office will be more generally and 
equally enjoyed, and the dependence upon government 
pap for a livelihood wil! not be encoursged. 'The govern- 
ment by the people will be for the people. That may be 
the best way, after all, under proper civil service regula- 
tions. Bureauocracy is. properly the child ‘of empire. 


The above are sufficient examples to show how the. 


principal objections fade away in the light of the Union as 
the controlling issue. The frequent disputes about the past of 
parties or candidates are of still lesa importance. Whether 
General Arthur was dismissed from office so *'that it might 
be honestly administered,” or whether Mr. Eaglish is an 
Indiana Shylock, is of little moment; for the Vice-Preai- 
dent is a cipber, and will hav little or no influence upon 


.the future welfare of the country. The record of the 


Presidential candidates is more important in that view. It 
would certainly seem more honorable to our country to hav 
a President with an unquestioned past, but that is a matter 
largely of taste. Toargue with a man who does not feel it, 
is useless, . 

As to the past of the parties, each has rendered glorious 
services, and had serious defects and shortcomings. The 
past is not to be judged and paid off in our elections. Of 
that history will award the glory and the shame. We are 
to consult for the good of the present and the future. In 
that view for over twenty years I supported the Republican 
party unflinchingly: it was the party of '‘Liberty and Union, 
one and inseparable.” Then the Union could be maintained 
only by war, and I sustained it. But now that Union must 
be perfected and crowned by the victuries of peace, the 
Democratic party only is able to close up the bloody chasm 
left by war. This is the needed victory. It will be a greater 
victory than Gettysburgh, for it will bethe perfected union— 
the final victory of peace and brotherhood—for which that 
battle was fought. Unless we can gain this higher victory, 
that battle and the whole sacrifice of the war will hav been 
substantially lost. We shall hav conquered provinces, but 
the Union, as our fathers wished it and left it, we shall never 
see again. . T. B. WAKEMAN. 

New York, Sep. 10, 1880. 

er 
W. 8. BEry's address is 28 Upton street, Boston, Mass. 
OO ` 

SOMEBODY says: ‘‘God means good; damn it means con. 
demn it; hell means a place to purity things; so ‘God damy 
it to hell’ means, ‘ Good condemn it. to purification '—thus, 
elevating the use of language, we discover in seemingly 
useless words a scientific prayer addressed to God, in the 
New England business-like way.” 


The ruth Seeker, September 18, 1880. 


Letters from Friends. 


Rro VIETA, OAL., Aug, 23, 1880. 

To TBE EDITOR or Tan Trotea SEEKER, Sir: A writer in 
your paper of August 14th says, ‘‘The Democracy adopted 
defended, extended, ana tried to perpetuate that sam of 
villainies—human slavery; and when they failed in having 
the ‘divine institution protected wherever the flag of the 
Union floats,’ they, with fiendish malignity, tried to destroy 
the life of the natiow itself.” 

By the ‘‘ Democracy " he evidently refers to the South, I 


say the Republicans adopted, defended, and exiended | S"Premacy. I believe if any of us had been in Mr. Ben-; 


slavery just as long agit paid them to do so. Aa for perpet- 
v ting Slavery, they are doing all in their power to perpetu- 
tte slavery by protectiug and encouraging Chinese immigra- 
tio». i i 
Slavery was as firml'y and rigorously established in the 


forting, bowever, to know that we who compose. the ' 


pity—being.led by knaves, we must necessarily be fools, T 
am giad to know Mr, Herbold is not unnatural enough to 
hate that class of people. | 
As to Mr. Bense:t'a course in advising Liberals in a man- ! 
ly, modest way to support tbe Democratic party, although | 
I will probably not follow it, I think he is to-be commended 
for frankly advocating that which he believes best under ; 
the circumstances, and a man must ivdeed be narrow who 
' will take offense at it. 
, admiration for the Democratic party, but by supporting it 
; he considera it the most effectiv way to destroy Republican 


nett’s place the;jlast year or two we would feel like taking 
| the shortest road to cripple the Republican party. 
Jos, H. Lyprarn 
BROOKF‘ELD, Mo., Aug. 27. 1880. 
- To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTE SEEKER, Sir: Out here 


Ho admits that he has no particular |. 


North as in the South, ud with even more severity, until it in Missouri we are watching the respectiv positiona assumed 
was found that slaves diid not thrive well on Northern soil, | by the Liberals in political maiters, ant concluded to make 
and poi till then. did the North commence to pass lawa tor | Our statement and giv our position. Firet, this fall will “be 


the extinction of slavery. In New York, prior to the Rev- 


_ olution, it was declared by statute that no slave should be a 


witness for or against amy freeman in any matter, civil or 
criminal. It was also exacted that if any slave talked im- 
pudently toany Christian, he should be publicly whipped at 
the discretion of any justice of the peace, not exceeding 
forty stripes. The master snd mistress were authorized 10 
punish their slaves at discretion, not extending to life or 
limb, and each town was authorized to appoint a public 
whipper for their slaves, to whom a salary was to be al- 
lowed, If guilty of any of the numerous capital offenses of 
the day, they were to be tried by three justices of the peace 
and five freeholders, and were denied the benefit of the tes- 
timony of their associates, though it might be used against 
them, and they were to be put to death in anch a manner as 
this tormidable tribun: thought proper. They were occa- 
sionally adjudged to the stake; and an executior of this 


Kind, and probably the last, was witnessed at Poughkeepsie 


shortly before the commencement of tne Revolution. 

So much for adcpting and defending human slavery ;- and 
as for extending it, it cannot be deuied that the importation 
of slaves waa carried on by Northern shipmasters. 

In 1740 it was observed by the Legislature of New York 
that ali due encourugement ought to be given to tbe direct 
importation of slwves, and all snuggling of slaves con- 
demued as “an emineat discouragement to the fair trader,” 

Such was the tone and policy of the statute laws of New 


i the first vote cast by the undersigned for a President. Sec 
onc, the parents hav always been Republicans, and of 
course his education has been in that direction, Third, 
thought and honesty compel him to say that the Democratic 
{nominee and the necessary result of Democratic success 
! sought, to convince the men who love liberty and constitu- 
tional freedom, that in the success of that party many of the 
objectionable laws, the work of the Republican party, will 
be repealed, and many of those who hold federal offices 
under the present administration will be removed, amung 
them that ‘‘righteous overmuch,” Anthony Comstock, 
Those who ebject to the Democratic party because the 


Southern states, lately in rebeliion, are all Democratic, are 
controled, it would appear, by passion and prejudice rather 
; than thought. € do not consider it a conclusiv argument 
| that because the South twenty years ago favored slavery 
and atiempted secession, it to-dsy is an enemy to our 
government, and to believe it we must deny their ac- 


-| tiov, their resolutions, their platforms, and the declara- 


tions of their Jeading men. "They hav nominated as their 
candidate for the chief executiv a man who for usto believe 
false to the principles of the Constitution aud its amend- 
ments, would demand of us to giv the lieto the conduct of a 
lifetime and to confess that the Republican party for twenly 
years has tolerated 8 man in the army of ‘he United States 
who was unfit Lo be trusted. We stop right here, consider- 
ing it weaknesa to attempt the defense or viadication of a 


“York on the cubject of domestic slavery during the whole | man whose name left out of the constitutional and patriotic 


period of the colonial history, ana doubtless the sine gen- | side of American history leaves that history false and in- 
eral regulations prevailed im the other Northern states, complete. 

It was nearly thirty years from the time thar New York; Again, the time haa arrived for a retura of fraternal feel- 
commenced passing laws to provide for the abolition of | ing ‘among tke people of the states of the Union, for we 
slavery down.to the time when slavery was finally abolished | cannot mske that progress and reach that des:iny to which 
in 1827, thus giving &mp!e time for slaveholders to dispose | we aspire so long as one section of the Union is regarded as 
of their slaves down South, i an enemy to the government, Those principles which the 

Inthe North slavery died out simply because it was un-'| Rebellion settled are as certain and irrevocably settled as 
profitable. In the South, on the other hand, slavery was so | though they were incorporated into the Constitution, The 
closely connected with domestic affairs that it could not be| payment of the Southern war claims can only be accom- 
abolished unlesa it were done gradually, asin New York and | plished hv constitutional amendment. So there need, it 
other states, Without breakiug up and ruining the business | «ppears. b> no fear about the perpetuity of the results of 
of the whole of the Southern states, wur. Those arguments ought to be used by the pulitical 

If the Northern people could only hav minded their own | demagog alene. In the history of the world one faction or 
business and let the South alone they would doubtless hav | party which for a time may hav been the friend of the peo- 
made laws for the gradual abolition of slavery, and thet in | ple, their rights aad freedom, wbea by revolution or rebell- 
such a way as to do comparativly little harm to the business | ion they are placed in power, sad become rulers, they hav 
interests.of the country; but the North, having graudly and | become as venal and oppreasiv as those whom they awept 
heroically abolished slavery within her own limits because | from power ; and why shou'd the rule of the majority, or 
it was of nouse to her, commenced a regular crusade against | parties long entrenched in power, be an exc: ption in this 
slavery in the South, and kept it up until the South under- | country ? To-day one party may be the friend of freedom; 
took. to secede from the Union for the sake of being allowed | to-morrow iis enemy. Let us try «od wipe out the passions 
to govern herself, and prejudice of the war, and favor in this campaign that 

There were many slaveholders in the South who would | party who will repeal some, at least, of the obnoxious 
hav rejoiced to be able to free their slaves; but what conld | lawa passed during the notorious salary-grab Congress. 
they do? Ohio, fadiana, Illinois, and otber states passed | Tne success of Hancock will oust the ingiisitoria: court 
laws prohibiting free persons of color coming into their} that has confined the bodies of some of the free and pre 
state under penaitier, and all the while they were clamoring | found thinkers of the day (vain attempt to stay the mandstes 
for abolition with might and main, The very fact of a large | of thought), and by proper effort repeal or amend the un- 
number of slaveholders being anxious to giv their slaves |just, unfree, and unconstitunonal act under which Com- 
their freedom, anc. being unabie to do so, owirg to their in- | stock (that monstrosity your stale supporte) persecntes hy 
ability to enter the free states, and thus secure tueir liberty, | direction of the Y. M C. A.—the Young Men's Cowardly 
would hav led to abolition, and that, too, by peaceable | Association—those who, like Galileo, say tha ''worid 
means and without injury to either the white or the colored | moves.” 
race. ; . Believing, then, that the Democratic party will for the 

But why say more? Slavery is desd; but it cost one mill- | next four years be the greater friend to those who believe in 


'ion men their lives and saddled a debt of $2,749.000,000 | free mails and free press, and will rid New York of Com- 


on the nation, And all this to free four milion of slaves; | stock, we vote for Hancock. Missouri bas been cursed with 
and now it is universally sdmitted that these people are | the James boys for some yeara, but we would rather hav a 
much worse off than before the war. Before the war they | whole regiment of James boys than one Comstock. 
had happy homes, were provided for, and they were per- This letter has grown already too long, so we clore by 
fectly free from the cares and troubies of life; now they are | hoping that the Liberals of the country will be as free from 
emigrating to Kansas and Indiana in search of homes. passion and excessiv mind ia considering ‘his political 
Toward the close of his article Harry Hoover saya, “' Gar- | question with the came freedom they do about religious 
field represents Comstock, and Hancock the'‘lost cause.’ " | matters. 
Garfield undoubtedly does represent Comstock and the rest | With the best compliments to Mr. Bonnett, hia associates, 
of the bigota in the God-in-the-Constitution party; but the | and the men and boys in and about THE Rota SEEKER 
assertion that Hancock. represents the “lost cause ” ig pei- | office, I am yours for freedom in politics tbe same as in all 
fectly absurd and ridiculous, Hancock was a Uuion gen- | other matters. M. M. CRANDALL, 
eral, as every One knows. It is true he will obtain many 
votes from the champions of tbe ‘* lost cuuse,”’ but does that KALAXAZOO, Micu., Aug. 80, 1880 
moeke it that he represents the ''lost cause?’ Havthore} Mm. EDITOR : The tea-days camp-meeting of Spiriuualistg 
who once favored u separation from the Union no right to|and Liberalists at Lansing, Mich, closed to-day. The 
hav a hand in the administration of uie government after | meeting was throughout ‘harmonious, and a good degree of 
being compelled to remain subject to it? It looks very | interest, was manifested in all the exercises, aud we trust 
much ss though Mr. Hoover was an advocate of slavery, | that some good has been dove in the way of advancing the 
after all. Law STUDENT. great cause of human -freedom iu which we are all engaged. 
The Liberal clement proper was ably represented by J. H, 
Burnham, who is truly a power which cannot but be felt 
wherever he msy labor, He is truly a host in himself, and 
is Very Courteous toward, and cocsiderate of, the feelings 
of the Spiritualists with whom he fraternizes. Though a 
professed Materialist, he demonstrates immortality by an 


Lone Laks, MINN., Aug. 18, 1880. 
Mr. Eprror : I do not wish io open a financial discussion 
in your columns, but when a man, in advising others to voie 
the Democratic ticket, goes out of hia way and gratuitously 
abuses and misrepresents the Greenback oarty with all the 


venom of a bondho!der's partisan, «s Mr. Charies d. Herbold 
has done, I think it only fair for you to allow at least one 
rotest. 
p Who are these men that Mr. Herbold flippantly and false 
ly stigmatizes as played out politicians, ** wire-pullers, and 
party hacks?” The Chicago Convention, that nominated 
‘Weaver and Chambers, was the peer in intelligence and 
moral worth of any assemblage of the kind ever convened 
in this country, and acknowledged by some of their bitter- 
eat enemies to be as fine an assemblage of brain and brawn 
as the country hea shown. 
matter know that wire-pullera and party hacks do not flock 


„to s weak und struggling party. 


Tbe gublime flourish with which he disposes of Green- 
backigm by his aliusiow to the French assignats, continental 
currevoy, eto, is highly eairying, but 1t unfortunately kap- 
pens that those who hav read we Ristory of these thing- 
know thet they hay no bearing or analogy to it, It is oom. 


People of any observation in the: 


unanswerabie logicat argameut, and spesks with great 
earnestuesr, and tne Spiritualis!Ssay he is inspirational, and 
clairvoyante claim to see hovering over him on the platform 
bright spirits who are urging him on, so that at ¿imes he 
goes behind himself and givs forth sweet morsels of spiritual 
truth, snd they confidently expect to see Bro Burnham at 
| no distant day come out fully into the l b.r:y of the blessed 
gospel of immortality und spirit communion. 

The dominant interest of the meeting was evidently in 
the Spiritual element, and ihe circles, seances, and numerous 
manitestations through the many excellent mediums present. 
' Home of the most confirmed Materialists got such evidence 
{throngh Or, Salaca and others that they were forced to a 

fravk ackaoslediment of their utter discomfiture aud in- 
ability to explain cr accouut for the manifestations which 
` they know to be genuip, and which t the intelligent Spirit- 
ualist are simple and in perfect accordance with nature's 


lawa, 


iD M, 


BUS 


M 


I hav not time to giv a fu'l account of this meeting, and 


, masses" of the Greenbackers hav Mr. Herbold's lofty presume you would not care to ocenpy apace with one. 


thought your numerous reagera might be interested to hear 
tuia much of this very iniercstiug mseting. One feature 
was plainly noticeable with all, viz, a bold, fe .rless, out- 
spoken, and unequivocal defense of free sp:;enh and free 
thought, equal rights te all, regardiess of sex, and a manly 
and womanly determination tu stand firm in tas cause of 
human progress, liberty, aud «quality. Oaward is the 
watchword. ` BETA. 


: Msmpais, Mo, Aug 30. 1880. 

Mr EDITOR: I think ita great mistake t? suppose tnere 
ia more Liberalism or tulerstion in the leaders or rank and 
file of the Democratic than in the other old pitty. Oa tha 
contrary, 1 regard it as lower dowa iu the acale of civilizs- 
tion, more bigoted, and more under priestly rule. 

I giv a straw from this place. A hard-shell Democratic 
Baptist neighbor presented your humbie correspondent to 
the grand jury for quie:ly laboring on Sand.y on his own 
premises, und but tor the intl ence of a Greeuback neighbor 
he would undoubtedly hav been indicted, and as his trial 
would hav been b:fore a pious Bourb n jadge, be would, no 
doubt, hav had to pay a heavy fiae, as there woul i hav been 
several counts.  [ find the Democratic county officials 
think that the Sanday laws should be enforced. But 
the Greenbackers are multiplying here, and we expect 
to elect our Congressman this fall. The Bourbons charge 
the Greenback party with ccntaining all the Spiritualists and 
Iofidels in the place, which is substantially the case 

I voted for Tilden, but will lose my right arm befcre I 
will again cast a vote for either of the old parties. ; 

The New York World claims to be the leading Democratic. 
paper of the nation, and here is what it enunciates : '‘ The 
American laborer must make up his mind henceforth not to 
be so much beiter off thau the European laborer. Men 
must be contented to work for less wages. Ia this way the 
workingman will be nearer to that station in life to which 
it has pleased God to call him." Still more fiendish senti- 
ments might be quoted from Republican organs. It is 
amszing that Col. ingersoll, or any other iate.ligent Free- 
thinker, can support either of the old parties, when such & 
Libera), progressiv pariy has reached such an advanced 
point as the Greenbackers now occzpy. 

Some of your contributors call casting a vote for Weaver 
throwing it away, because he probably cannot be elected. 
What logic for progressivs to use! Such reasoning, or to 
use Carlyleism, unrcasoning, if carried out, would not only 
block the wheels of progress, but would roll them back to 
barbarism. Old parties never reform. Tue more votes the 
Greenbackers cast in November the more restraint the suc- 
cessful party, whicbever it may be, will fecl; and if all Lib- 
erals, Spiritualists, Infidele, aud Free'hinkers were to cast 
their votea tor the Greenback candidates, both the old cor- 
rupt candidates would roun cease to taiut the political 
atmosphere, But in eny case, the Greenbackers, the only 
party of really republican and democratic principles, are . 
pouud, sooner or later, to win, and wrench the republic 
from the clutches of a souliess oligarchy. And the sooner 
this is done the sooner will tbe misses be emancipated from 
the serfdom in’ which the money power, which inspires the 
New York World, and vea'ly the whole press, holds them, 
snd reach a competena2e which will giv them time and inclina- 
tion to think for themsetve, wheu the church. bonds will be 
broken, and ali will be allowed to liv the Declaration of 
Independence. 

Aamilting that Hancock is all that a subsidized Domo- 
cratic press ciaime, were hə to be elected he would ba 
bound by the Bhylocks and shora of his locks like the fabled 
Samson, 

Bome of your correspondeats seem to exult over the defeat 

of the Greenback ticket jn Alabama. But how was it de- 
féated ? Simply by the throwing ou: of the ballots of Green- 
back’ rs, and substituting ih: 82 of the immaculate Bourbons, 
.B D.—E»p. T. $.] 
E. C. Leland iikens the Greenback to French assignat, 
and continental psper, whereas it has nothing in common 
with them except tue material of paper of which they are 
composed, STEPHEN Young., 


e 


Yanxron, Va, Aug. 25, 1880 
Mr. EDITOR : I writ: to you to aax if you Rnoow of any 
physician of your acquaiatauce thas would like to settle in 
this country, and in our tuwr, as we trink it a good chance 
for one that is not afraid ot work. I would like to cər- 
respond with such, giviag description of country and pros- 
pect. If you couid do go you would ccnfer a favor on a 

brother Liberal. Yours, ` E. D. Root. 


[We refer our friend to our readers. If any one knows 
such & person, will they kiudly writeto Mr. Root ?— 
Ep. T. 8] 

—— 9M P————— — 
[From ihe Liberal. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Mod- 
ern Times. 
A WONDEBFUL BOOK, BY A WONDERFUL MAN. 


We bav on our desk tbat wonderful work, ‘The Goda 
and R:ligions of Ancient and Modern. Times," in two vol- 
umes of eight hundred pages each, compiled, arranged, and 
written by D. M. Bennett in the short space of about one 
year while serving out an iniquitous imprisonment imposed 
by Christian guile, corruption, and official oppression. 

This is one of the mos: valuable books now presented to 
the public. It treats of the primitiv condition of man, an- 
tiquity of the earth, distunce of the heavenly bodies; arcb æ- 
logical quotations from Prof. W. Draner, squeous forma- 
tions, chapg¢e in the site of Niagsra Falls, change on the 
sea coast, elevations aud depressions ou the earth’s surface; 
America older than Agia, India the cradle of language, liter - 
ature, religion, and civilization, early superstition, origin of 
priests and their rule, fetichiems, cuneiform inscriptions, 
primitiv forms of wrivng, sun and star worship; Chaldeau 
antiquities; origin of Jewish cosmogony ; Grecian, Hindoo, 
Norse, Greek, aud, Roman mythology, with a full and ac- 
curate description of the gods o* the Hindoos, Persians, 
Chaldeans, Egyptians, Chinese, Norsemen, Grecisur, und 
Romans; gods of the African tribes; gods of the Indians, 
Semitic races; primitiv religion; Polytheism and mythol- 
«gy; Phallism; religion of the Hindoos; Brahmanism; 
Hhu?dhism; religion of the Persians, Cualdeans, Chineae, 
Thibetane, Egyptians, Assyrians, Pheevicians, Grecians, It .- 
manua, D aida, Judasn, Mohammedanism, Christianity, 
aud much other information useful and iastructiv to Lih- 
erals, His history cf the B:bie is worth the price of the 
beck. No Liberal should be without it, 

Price, in cloth, $5; leather, $7; morocco, $8. Address 
Bennett, 141 Eighth street, New York. 


GOR 


The Truth Beeker, September 18, 1860. — 


Jesus Paid It All. 


BY W, F. PECK. 


“Nothing, either great or small, 
Remains for me to do; 


Ex 


Nothing, Jesus paid it all, 
All the debt I owe,”—Revival Hymn. 


Rejoice, ye debtors, and be glad! 
Ye saints, rise up and sing; 

From every land and every clime, 
Your hymn of praises bring; 

From every debt of sin or crime, 


Committed since ** 
You are discharged, 


the fall,” ^s 
no man you owe, 


For Jesus paid it all. 


No matter what the sin has been, 
How great the debt may be; 
Only believe, and then be set 
From obligations free. 
Deprive the widow of her mite, 
Nor heed the orphan's call; 
You've no concern in things like these, 
For Jesus paid it all. 


Bo wallow inthe sinks of vice; 
Rob virtue of her gold; 

With slander sting your brother’s name, 
And spare not young nor old; 

Play with the devil hide and seek, 
Hell need not now appal. 

For Satan’s might is broken quite, 


Since Jesus paid it 


all. , 


Let Winslow keep his Christian charge, 
And every Sunday preach ; 
'To congregations rich and large 
The truthe of gospel teach; 
What though by forgery he made 
A hundred thousand haul, 
He owes no man a dollar now. 
For Jesus paid it all.i 


If Ohristian tires of his wife, 
And craves another's charms; 

If strychnine powder takes her life, 
That givs him no alarm; 

On bended knees, in felon’s cell, 
He on the Lord will call, 

And that will balance his account, 
For Jesus pald it all. 


From every gallows in the land 
The blood-stained wretches £0, 

To sit at once at God’s right hand 
(Their victims down below); 

And there they sit and claw their harps, 
And each will loudly bawl, 

" We owe nobody anything, 

For Jesus paid it all.” 


The presidents of savings banks. 
Defaulting cashiers, too, 

And all the rcgues whose swindling pranks 
Delight the scurvy crew, 

Will look their victims in the face. 
And each will caterwaul, 

* We owe you not a singie cent, 

For Jesus paid it all.” 


And so throughout the catalog 
Of rogues and scoundrels all; 

Preachers, laymen, sinners, saints, 
All ‘ransomed from the fall;” 

For every debt contracted here, 
However greut or small, 

. Expect to ’scape the just demand, 

With ” Jesus paid it all.” 


But when the day of reckoning comes, 
With due bilis thick and fast, 

Yo truckling knaves and trembling sneaks 
May well stand back aghast; 

For every debt, with interest, too, 
For settlement will call, 

And to the utmost farthing you 
Will hav to pay it all. 


LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The 


Thomas Paine.  . 
Paine's Bust. 
Paine's Monument, 
Voltaire. 

Rousseau, 
Humboldt, 


Jefferson. 
John Adams, 
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Lincoln’s Monument, 
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Jas, Parton. 
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A.J. Davis, 
Foster, 

J. M. Peebles, 
Frances Wright. 
E. V. Wilson, 

G. L. Henderson, 
Prof. Fiske. 
Fred Douglas, 
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THE MODERN THINKER 


Becond number, 8vo, 100 pp, . 


sjin such a manner 


$1.00. 


THE 
Anonymous Hypothesis 


Creation. 
| A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 


: Account. 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Oloth; price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth St.. N. Y. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East," ** Xavier 
and I," etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, bui 
as living beings.—Pall Mali Gazette, i 

Power, eloquence, and originality character- 
ize * Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels.—Illustrated Lon. 


4 News. : 
An independent and, respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
eview. 
D. M. BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Eigbth St.. N.Y 


WHY DON'T GOD EILL | 


THE DEVIL? 


" truded. on tha canvas.— Westminster 


A series of Essays dedicated to tha Rt, Johns 
(Mich.) 8chool Board.. 


BY M. BABCOCK. 


Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


SUPERSTITION; 


THE RELIGION OF 


“Believe or be Damned.” | 
OPEN LETTER TO THE AON 


SE. JOHNS SCHOOL BOARD. 
BY 


M BABCOCK. 


This book eontalus an inspired PHOTO- 
GRAPH. of the GOD that's being worshiped at 
the expense of the district in our. public 
schools; the God that "'* overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that’s wanted in the Oonsti'ution ; the 
gentleman that owns some three billion dollars’ 
worth of untaxed church property; the ''80- 
help-me” God that makes a lie the truth in 
court; the God that governors besought to stop 
the yellow fever, which he didn’t do. The pic. 
ture is worth the price of the hook. Price, 25 
cents. For saleby D. M. BE $ 

141 Eighrn street, Now York. 


LADIES!! 


” SALEM, Or,, July 17. 1880, 
"S. H. PRESTON, Dear Sir: Piease rend me by 
express, C, O. D., to Portland, Or., $100,00 (one 
hundred dollars) worth of that "Comstock ” 
Syringe. I mean business. 
* Ds. Many SOLANDER,” 


Only sixteen had been sold when 


COMSTOOK 


Bet out to suppress it. Now orders come as 
above. Grana jurymen buy it foc their wives. 
It is SrwPLE, SAFE, INFALLIBLY RELIABLE, nec- 
essary to HEALTH nnd personal purity, and is 
pronounced by patients and physicians to be 
the greatest 

GODSEND To THE SEX 


An Occult Mystery. 
WHO CAN SOLVE IT? 
A new phenomena! means of curing the sick, 
Safe, reliable, astonishing, successful, available 
everywhere. Address 
DR. J. M. MOBELEY. 
19'27 141 South 8:h St., Brooklyn. N. Y. 
KNOW THYSELF! 
f = HE untold miseries that re- 
/ Y sult from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doub! 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medicai work pub- 
lished by the PEABODY MED. 
ICAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
í Jantritled The Science of Life; 
jill "die ox, Self Preservation. Ex. 
austed vitality, nervous and physical debility. 
or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 
. Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged. 
just published. It is a standard medical work, 
the best inthe English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom war 
awarded a gold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medica] Association. It contains beauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
en times the price ofthebook, Bound in French 
eloth : price only $1, sent by mai 
e London Lancet says: “No 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 
An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. 
The author refers by vermisrion to Hon. 
P. A. BISSELL, M.D., President of the Nation- 
Medical Association. 
Address Dr. W. H. PAR i 
Boston, Mass, The author HEAL 
may be consulted on ah a: 
eases requiring skill and ex- 
perience. THYSELF 


KER, No. 4Bulfinch "street, 
AN OUTLINE 


gotten up in this generation. Sent securely 
boxed, with private instructions for special use. 
Confidential terms to agents. Prica *5 00; im- OF THE 


proved, $10,00. Address SAM, H. PRESTON. 
tí32 209 West 34th st., New York. 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


FRENCH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 
RESULTS. 


BY W. S. BELL. 


There is probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or moreimDortant than 
the French Revolution in the Jast century, and 
Mr. Bellhas traced it ably and in an interesting 
manner. Every one who reads it will be pleased 
with it. Price, #5 cents. Send to this office. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, ir 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound ir 
muslin, containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 


$1.25 


This book contains the principal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the P»ntateuoh 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam. 
phlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist o! 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while ther: 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable ir 
its facts and logic. inimitable in its stvie, and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, anu pathos, 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Btrepigny and But in Champagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and lett as hig 

Last Will and Testament” to his parishion- 
3r8, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled '" Gom- 
mon Sense.” 

This is a powerful work, and 1s attracting 
auch attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
:ystem has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
aire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
:erning the book: 


. NEWBURYPORT Mass., Sept. 23, 1878. 
To Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam: 

The work of the honest pustor, Jean 
Mesller, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
3sentury produced. Thomas Paine’s "Age 
of Reason "js mere milk and water to it, and 


Busts of EZ. G. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Gira Baste, Be ar nente 

mali Busts, on Pedestal (mantel orna 

pee nor fed» pacrod and, borod ponds To, 
shipment. Every admirer o B 

of Liberty should hav at least ong Anostl 


Photographs of Yir, Ingersoll. 


By Barony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


! Voltaire's ‘Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
Imperial or large si ss 40 cents | oasket of champagne compared with à cask of 
Life-sizo Lithograph,21x27 `’ ho" ‘ourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 


ind humane act in translating: his book so well. 


PARBTON, 
Price, cloth, $1.60; paper, $1.00. 
M BENNET 343 HFnurhrh Rr. N. Y 


n 
Hand, Foot and Power Presses. Die Work of all kinds. 
Perforating Dies @ Specialty. 


E. B. STIMPSON, 31 Spruce St N.Y, 
tJanel, 


Postage paid. 
D. M. BENNETT. 
14 EraHTHÉT. New Yoru 


Call. 

A lady. who is free, about forty year 
of average mind, health, ond meine E rd 
correspond with a genti- man ot like or similar 
quallfications, who believes that divine law ig 
more important than human, but would, not- 
withstanding. gonio m to tha fa tor it possible. 

at jt show) 
time be a protest against it, Aaroni 8 UP 

9.87 BEAL, Care TRE TRUTH BEEEEB office, 
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MODERN THINKERS: 


What They Think and Why. 
By V. B. Denslow, LL.D.. — 
With an Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


The work contains critical essays upon ` 
Emanuel Swedenborg, and the origin of the 
Obristian ideas of heaven. hell and virtue; 
Adam Smith, founder of the school of Econo- 
mists; Jeremy Bentham, the apostle of law re- 
form and of utilitarianism in morals; Thomas 
Paine and his relations to the Declaration of 
Indenendenee and democracy in America; 
Oharles Fourier, the philosopher of passional 
harmony and co-operativ association; Herbert 
Spencer, a review of his theories of evolution 
and of morals; Earnst Haeckel, the demon- 
atrator of the doctrin of evolution; Auguste 
Comte. founder of the Positive philosophy and, 
pontiff of the " Religion of Humanity;” and an’, 
essay on the authorship of Junius as a sequel 
to the critique on Thomas Paine. 

This volume consists of 384 pp,, 12 mo, and is 
illustrated by portraits of each of the eight 
great thinkers, andopens with an introduction 
from tbe pen of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 

Cloth, $1.60. Sold at this office. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 


WASHINGTON, D. O.. July 19, 1880, 

I wish to notify the public that a Mr, Baldwin. 
of Ohicago, also Rhodes & McOlure, of the same 
place, are publisning pamphlet editions of my 
lectures. All the lectures published by them 
are grossly insccurate—filled with mistakes, 
horrihly printed, and ou rageously unjust to 
me. These men are simple literary thieves and 
pirates, and are obtaining money from the pub- 
lic under false pretenses, I take this course to 
warn the public that these publications are 
fraudulent. The only correct copies of my leo- 
tures are published by O. P, Farrell. Al others 
are published by people who are willing to steal 
from me and defraud the public vender. Thase 
wretches hav published one lecture under four 
titles, and several others under two or three. 

3m31 R. G. INGERSOLL. 


AI! of C. P, Farrell's editions of Col. Inger- 
aoll's works, and none others, are sold at this 
office. D. M. BENNETT. 


The Gods and Religions 
of Ancient and Modern 
Times. 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes, 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 


By D. M. BENNETT, 
Volume I. treats principally on all the 
Gods.of the world. Volume IL givsafull 
descriptions ne Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Tines. An interesting and instruc- 
tiv work. Incloth, $3 per vol.the two vol- 
umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
vol., or $7 for the two volumes. Iu Morocco 
and Gilt Edges, $4 50 per vol., or $8 for the 

two volumes. Sent free of postage. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G. INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION. 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 


Lectures.” 


OoNTENTS.—'" The Godr,” "Humboldt," "Thos, 
Paine," 5 Individuality,” " Horetics And Hors 
esies.” Price, 50 cents. ` 


^ 


|Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 


other Lectures.” 


OonTENTS.—" The Ghosts,” ' Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Child,” ' Declaration of Tndepend: 
ence.” * Farming In Illinois,” “Speech at Oin- 
cinnati,” " The Pest Rises Before Me Like à 
Dream.” rice 50 cents. 

Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Barony, the 
SeISR Men. artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 


Imperial, or large size....e0se+s 40 cents, 
Photo, or card size. ........ <.. e 20 cents. 
Life-size lithograph, 91x977...... 50 cents, 


Postage paid. 


Either of the above Volumes 
handsomeiy bound in cloth, $1.25. 


Address D. M, BENNETT, 
14 Eighth St.. New York. 


THE 
JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
PROF, W. F. JAMIESON, 


Of Chicago, Ill, and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 


Ot Kentucky. 


Held in Kirksville, Mo., during nine evenings 
-—HMay 20-29, 1870. Synopsis report—offictal, 
This book of 220 pages givs an interesting pres- 
entation of the theological questions which 
divide Obristians and Liberals. Ths Rev. 
Ditzier is regarded as an able defenaer of his 
favorit Christian doctrins, but it will undoubt- 
edly be admitred by the reader that Prof, W. T, 
Jamieson fully met all he had to offer. Obris- 
tian readers will take more kindly to a work of 
this kind, giving both sides an equally fair 
chance. than to books on onr side onty 
dp in paper overs 50 cents: well bound, 

centa. ] 


Radical Newspaper. 


The undersigned desires to get a loan of 
$5.000 Or à business partner with auch a capital, 
for 2 pablo on: in tho gity ote Louis, Mo., 

an indeoendent, radical weekly er, 

devoted exelusiviy to American c MM à 
=G. BERTWIG, 

Fox Oreck, P.f0. Bt Lonis county, Mo 


The Qui Seeker, September, 18, 1889. 
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The Real Issue. 


MOSES HULL-~ 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes it is just the thing. 


Contains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
sscientific money. 

The Commoner says : 

" Nothing has been written which will do as 
good Work as this, Ibis worth its weight in 
gold, 

Price 19 cents. Sold by D. M. BENNETT, 

141 Eighth st., New York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK, 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Ohronla 
cured by an original system of practice, It con- 
talns valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to E Gost of malling. 
MURBAY HILL PUBLISHING CO 


199 Rast oath Gtreet. N. V 
Self-Contradictions of the Bible 
144 Propositions Proved Aflirm- 

atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment. 
Revised and Enlarged Edition. 


72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N. Y. 


sà The Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes and selis an imperfect, disordered, and 
mangled edition, with all the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1860, from which it was 
pirated by the late S. S, Jones. 


= | THE 


VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most Successful, as his 
practice will prove. ; 

Oures al] forms of Private, Chronic, and 
Sexual iseases, Spormatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and 
other causes, producing some of the fol- 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
of Bight, efective memory, Physical Decay. 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Society of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, eto, ete. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor’s latest and greatest medical discovery. 
and which he has 80 fer prescribed for this 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them, were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Ivsane asylums, many ha 
Falling Sickness— Fits; others upon the verge 
of consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from ‘the system. onorrhea, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, AIl diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uleri, 
etC., treated with equal success. 

Dz. R. P. FEL Lows has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and In fact had been given up by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the sid of Dr. Follows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health. and are now living monuments to hia 
skill. "There are few physicians that hav at- 

‘tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of the complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 
Bent to any address, treating On the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhesa, and contain- 
ing Gures sworn to before a magistrate. which 
ta positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doetor's great skill. 

Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Enclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above, 


[From the Western Reformer.) 


"DE, R.''P. FELLOWS 
is a higbly educated and scientific physician. 
He bas an original system of practice, and is 
erfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hav 
Beard many flattering reports of his successful 
(ron of disaases Inaldent to bumanity.” 


Leucorrhaa, 


THE 
Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 

Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medica: Jurisprudence in the New 
York Fres Medical College 

for Women. - 
Read before tho New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 
Cloth: price 60 cente, For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Bighth Hi, W, Y. 


Diseases can be positively , 


WHAT IS MONEY ?|NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


A DEBATE 
|. BETWEEN 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 8 cents. For sale at 
this office. : 


Issues of the Age.io 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
‘IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY 0. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00, 

Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus. 

An admirably written, scholarly volume,—N. 
Y. Graphic. . 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
thorough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced,—Jewish Times. 

The author of thia volume has evidently kept 
company With many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance oftheir thought, He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirationg.—N. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 
Author of" The Essence of Christianity,” etc 
Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts, (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 
Our politics, our ethics, our religion. our 
scienco, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral, Truthfulness is the 
immorality of onr age l— Eríraat 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LECITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER., It is the beston the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of phe teaching ofthe Pis. BENNETT 
cents, , M. K 
Pu 141 Eighth BtrootN. Y. Clty. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 


The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


eal Gun. 

By KznsEgy Graves, of Richmond, Ind, 
Being a reply to Joun T, PERRY'S ‘‘ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cineinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. Hie 
work isareview of Kersey Graves'" Sixteen 
Orucifled Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fldel world against Christianity and the Bible, 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry's 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Oourt,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict oach other and sometimes them: 
selves, but condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This teature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn '' state's evi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from. many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, "A thunder-blast 
against Mr, Perry. and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either.’ 
In the two works will be found the ablest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
"Work comprises abo ut 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 


For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 
THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
i OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 
An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 

POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 

of HUMANITY. By QOQURTLANDT PALMER. 
Brice, 8i cents, 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seek er:? 


Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER. 


12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 


This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 
haraotor of the origin of the religion of 
christ, R 


ESSAYS ON 


| Mind, Matter, Forces, Theol- 


ogy, eto. . 
BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
‘This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. ey are chiefly intended to 


uvhold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 


Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc. 
BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50, 


Faith and Reason; 


Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 


A concise account of the Ohristian religion, 
and all the prominent religions before and 
since Ohristianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo0, 441 pp., $1.50. 


a o e e 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity, 

BY C, G. DAVID. 
Price; 75 cents. 
THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 
A critical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 


TT, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12mo, 327 pp, $2,00, 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 852 pp. . . $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL, 
BY GEORGE REBER, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects nnd creeds which antedated the 
formution of the Ohristian church. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting, 


* BY A. R. COOPER. 
Jamo. 48 pp: paper, 20 cte. ; flexible cloth, 85 cts. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH, 
BY M. SCHLESINGER. PH.D., 


Rabhi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. . 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents, 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Ohris- 
tianity 


This is a very valuable and concise work, and 
states in plain and unmistakable language the 
Sanons why Ohristianity is a failure. Price, 50 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 


OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM, 


-Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents, 


— 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 


Panar, 12ra, R3 nagen: orice. 95 conte 


POCKET 


VOLTAIRE, 


Translated from the French by Miss Ellen 
Carroll. Tbe firat tìme ever Dubltshed in Eng- 
lish, 'f£hcpamph!et contains nearly 500 of Vol- 
taire's sharp, terse, sarcastic, scathing defini- 
tions of theclozica an‘ ecclesiastical ~ubjects, 
terms, and dogmas. There is nothing in the 
world like it, Bverybodv ought to hays copy, 
180 pagea, Price. only 25 cents, 


THEOLOGY. 
BY 


Truth Seeker Collection, of 
Forms, Hymns, and Recitations. 
Forms for Organizing Societies, Forms for 
Constitutions and By-Laws. for Funeral 
Bervices, Marriage Services, Naming of In- 
fants, Obituary Notices, Epitaphs, Wills, etc. 
Also, nearly 525 Liberal and Spiritu: listic 
Hymns, original and selected, for Public 
Meetings, Funerals, Social Gatherings, etc. 
The whole supplemented by a fine selection 
of Recitations, comprising many of the 
finest poetical gems in the language, Over 
580 pages, at the extremely low price of 75 
cents, in cloth. 

Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 
His Manifold and Wonderful Adventures in 
the Land of Cosmos, A New Scripture from 
an antique manuscript (evidently inspired) 
discovered by I. N. FIDEL, in conjunction 
with A. Hoox, Esq. Very amusing. Price, 
25 cents. ` 

Proceedings and Addresses at 
the Freethinkers’ Convention, held 
at Watkins, N, Y., August 22, 23, 24, and 25, 
1878. A volume of 400 pages, containing the 
speeches made during the four days’ session 
by Dr. T. L. Brown, Prof. A. L. Rawson, 
Elder F. W. Evans, Elder G. A. Lomas, 
Prof. J. H. W. Toohey, Dr. J. M. Peebles, 
Dr. T. B. Taylor, Hon. George W, Julian, 
James Parton, T. B. Wakeman, Elizur 
Wright, T. C. Leland, C. D. B. Mills. Mrs. 
L. N. Colman, Mrs, P. R. Lawrence, Ella E. 
Gibson, Mrs. Mary E. Tillotson, Mrs. Clara 
Neymann, Mrs. Augusta Cooper Bristol, W. 
E. Copeland, Horace Seaver, John W. Trues- 
dell, and several other persons. Price, cloth, 


25. 

Truth Secker Traets, Bound Vol- 
umes I., IL, lIL, IV., and V. These vol- 
umes, Containing over 520 pages each, are 
made up of over one hundred Truth Seeker 
Tracts, with some additional kinds. They 
embrace a variety of subjects by different 
authors, written in a terse, trenchant, and 
spicy style. They are offered at the ex- 
tremely low price of 60 cents per volume in’ 
paper Covers, and 4,00 in cloth; or 50 
cents each in paper, and 75 cents each in 
cloth if the whole set is taken. 

Sepher Toldoth Jeschu; or, the 
Book of the Generation of Jesus, 
First English transiation of the ancient Jew- 
ish story of Jesus, who was born at Bethle- 
hem about the year 106 B. c., being the son 
of & betrothed maiden named Miriam (Mary) 
by Joseph Pandera. How and why the Ro- 
mans changed ‘‘ Kepha" to *‘ Petros,” Start- 
ling evidence that Paul flourished before the 
middle of the first century B. ©., contempo- 
rary with the aforesaid Kepha. Price, 20 
cents. , 

Last Will and Testament of Jean 
Meslier, curate of a Romish cburcn ia 
France in the eighteenth century, whose 
views upon theology were not published 
until after his death, and are now for the 
first time presented in English. Very radi- 
cal and able. Price, 25 cents, 

Influence of Christianity Upon 
Civilization. By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Revised edition. One of the most uble treat- 
ises upon the subject ever written, Price, 
25 cents. d 

Christianity and Materialism. By 
B, F. UnpERwOOD. Revised edition, In 
this treatise the two systems are fairly and 
ably examined from a historical standpoint. 
Price, 15 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in the 
Place of Christianity, By B, F. Ux- 


DERWOOD, Price, paper, 10 cents. 
Amberley’s Life of Jesus; His 
Character and Doctrine, A chapter 


from '''The Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By Viscount AMBERLEY. Price, cloth, 60 
Cents; paper, 39 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By W. 8. 
Brrr. Revised and enlarged edition. Price, 
25 cents. 

Religion not History. An able ex- 
amination of the moruis and theology of the 
teachings of the New Testament, By W. F, 
NEWMAN, Emeritus Professor of University 
College, London. From the London edition. 
Price, 25 cents, 

Bennett-Tecd Discussion. Betwoea 
D. M. BENNETT, Hditor of '*'l'he Truth 
Seeker," and Cyrus RowuLvs R. TEED, of 
Moravia, N. Y. Proposition discussed: 
“Jesus Christ ia not only divine, but is the 
Lord God, creator of heaven and earth.” 
Teed affirming: Bennett denying. Paper, 
30 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 

Blakeman’s 'Iwo Hundred Poet- 
ical Riddies. (For children and youtn.) 
Embracing a great variety of subjects. This 
work is new and interesting, and affords a 
great amount of amusement in the family 
circle, as well as in gatherings of children 
and older people. Price, 20 cents. 

Six Lectures on Astronomy. By 
Por. HicmaARD A, PRoCTOR. Delivered at 
Steinway Hall, New York, in the winter of 
1875-76. 1. Growth of Worlds; 2. Life and 
Death of Worlds; 8, Other Worlds than 
Ours; 4. Other Suns than Ours; 5. The 
Great Mysteries of the Universe; 6. Religion 
and Astronomy. 65 pp.. Paper, 20 cents 

Beycad the Veil. A Spiritualistic 
work, said to be dictated by the spirit of 
PascHAL DBEVERLY ltANDOLPH, aided by 
Emmanuel Swedenborg and others, through 
the mediumship of Mrs, Frances H. McDuu- 
gal and Mrs, Luna Hutchinson. lt gives 
minute and interesting descriptions of life in 
the spirit world—its location, intermediate 
state, landscape, habitation, food, clothing, 
industrial peta ee, ES contains a steel 
engraving of P. B. Randolph. € A neat vop 
. ume, . Price, $1.50, P 


- 


£08 
Gems of Thought. 


AGITATION is good or evil according as the 
objects of the agitation are good or evil.— 
Macaulay. 


Were is the teacher who ha felt, if not said, ; 
“No man cometh to the Father but through , 


me ?"—'roude. 


Tux gloom of a Presbyterian Sunday (Sab- 
bath) was, is, and forevec will be, detestable to 
the natural man.—Froude’s Bunyan, 


Tue priest continues what the nurse began. 
And thus the child {mposes on the man. 
—Dryden, 


BE trne'to yourself whatever comes, even if 
damnation come. Better bell with an honest 
heart than heaven with cowardice and insin- 
cerity.—Froude, 


To THINE Own self be true; 
And it must follow, as night the day, 
Thou canst not then be false to any man. 
—Shakspere, 


I wint call no being good who is not what I 
mean when I apply that epithet to my fellow- 
creatures, and if such a being can sentence me 
to hell for not so ealling him, to hell I will go,— 
J, S. Mill. 


MAN is his own star, and the soul that can 
Render an honest and a perfect man 
Commands alllight. ail infiuence, all fate; 
Nothingto him falla early, or too late.— 

— Fletcher, 


Irthere are many things that may be won by 
vehemence, there are others which can only be 
obtained by moderation and self-denial : 
“Such, it said, is virtue, such is love, 

Which is allied to her, Think well of this.” 

—Hayward’s Goethe, 


N. Tung is at last sacred but the integrity of 
your own mind. Itiseasy inthe world to liv 
atter the world’s Opinion; itis easy.in solitude 
to liv after our own; but the greas man is he 
who, in the midst of the crowd, keeps with per- 
fect sweetness the independence of solitude.— 
Emerson, 


IT is, doubtless, with feelings of the deepest 
pain and solicitude for his future happiness 
&nd welfare that the many friends and advisers 
of Mr. Wendell Phillips will learn, upon au- 
thority of the New York Evening Posi, that he 
*' never attends church and takes no part in 
religious Worship anywhere."— Lib. Bulletin. 


Some books are lies from end to end, 
And some great lies were never penned: 
E'en ministers they hav been kenhed, 
In holy rapture, 
A rousing whid at times to rend, 
Wi’ faith and hope. and love and drink, 
And naii’t wi scripture. —Burns. 


No honest soul can look out upoa the world 
and see it asit really is without the question 
rising in him whether there ba any God that 
govorns it at all. Noone can accept the popu- 
lar notion of heaven and hell as actually trua 
without being as terrified as Bunyan was. We 
go on 88 we do and attend to our business and 
enjoy ourselvs because the words hav no real 
meaning to us. Providence, in its kindness, 
leaves most of us unblessed or uncursed with 
natures of too finea fibsr.—Froude’s Bunyan, 


Tux Bible cannot be the same to any two peo- 
ple, but each one must necessarily interpret it 
for himself. Now. the moment the doctrin is 
established that we can giv to this book such 
meanings as are consistent with our highest 
ideals; that we can treat the old words as 
purses or old stockings in which to put our 
gold, then each one will, in effect, make a new 
inapiced Bibie for himself and throw the old 
away. Ifhehas alittle courage he will doubt. 
and the doubt will, with new interpretations, 
modify the literal texts, but if his soul is free, 
he will scorn, rejec: it all.—Zngersoll, 


LAVATER’s conception of his own humanity 
so completely agreed with his conception of 
Ohrist that it was impossible for him to un- 
derstand how a man could llv and breathe 
Without being a Ohristian. Here the new friends 
Lavater and Goethe were on the point of split- 
ting, and at last Lavater broke out, '' Either 
Ohristian. or Atheist," “Ithen,” says Goethe, 

“declared that if he would not leave me my 
Ohristianity as I had hitherto cherished it, I 
could just as well decide for Atheism, es pe- 
cially as I saw that no one rightly knew what 
either exactly meant."—Hayward's Goethe. 


ALL religion is paradoxical to reason. God 
hates sin, yet ain exists. He is omnipotent, yet 
evil is not overcome. The will of man is free, 
or there can be no guilt, yet the action of the 
will, so far as experience can throw light on its 
operations, is as much determined by antece- 
dent causes as every other natural force. 
Prayer is addressed to a being assumed to be 
omniscient. Who knows better what is good for 
us than we can know, who sees our tnoughts 
without requiring to hear them in words, 
whose will is fixed and cannot be changed, 
Prayer, therefore, in*the eye of reason, is an 
impertinence.—Froude’s Bunyan, 


SxHovunp banded unions persecute 
Opinion and induce a time 
When eingie thought is civil crime, 
And individual freedom mute; 


Though power should make from land to land 
'The name of Britain trebly great: 
Though every. channel of the state 

Bhould almost choke with golden sand: 


Yot waft me from tbe harbor mouth, 
Wiid wind! Iseek a warmer sky. 
And I will see before I die 
The palms and temples of the South. 
~ Tenny ztn 


he Truth Seeker, September 18, 1880. | s 
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Odds and Ends. 


pepper said to the man who was putting it into 
his soup. 

" BRAINS are wanted," says the Kansas City 
Times. Ahem-—ah—let us know the salary. 
please.— Vall jo Chronicle. 

THAT many ladies indulge iu the fregrant 
cigaret is an Open secrer, — 
And & burning Shame.—N. Y. Times. 

A RURAL Correspondént writes to us to in- 
anire: '' What is an editor’s easy-chair ?" Well, 


my Door innocent, it’s an undressed grub plank 
held up at each end by a candle box. 
ETIQUET requires that a call should not be 


more than fifteen minutes. Tais rule does not 
apply to newspaper offices. Editors don't hav 


' anything else to do but receive visitors. 


A younG lady wrote some verses for a country 
paper about her birthday; she head:d them, 
“May 33th.” It almost made her hair turn gray. 
when ic appeared in print, " My 80b." 


DzucED queer how men differ about different 
things. When a man hooks a lot of fish he will 
brag about it for three days, and when he hooks 
a.lot of apples he has not a word to say about it. 


AN eminent barrister. when he was in a face- 
tious mood. being asked to define a lawyer, 
said, ‘A lawyer is a learned gentleman who res- 
cues your estate from your enemies and keeps 
it himseif.” 


"Tam an independent voter, and I can’t sup- 
Port you until I've seen your platform," she 
said as he finished proposing. A couple of 
hours later it dawned upon the young man’s 
mind that she wanted to know the amount of 
his salary, 


JosH BILLINGS says that “a lady born in Au- 
gust will be mistress of the situashun, She will 
bev menny admirers, but will lead them a dusty 
chase. After a while she will marry and bekum 
az serius sz & White mouse in à wyretraD. Her 
husband will be az proud ov her az a 2d Lieu. 
tenant (of.the Light Guard) of his first shoulder 
strap.” 


Tue latest and worst case of lover'a revenge 
comes from Australia. A young man whose 
affianced went back on him and broke off their 
engagement received a note from her asking 
bim to return the lock of her hair which he 
had. He looked over his trunk, collected a 
heap of tresses culled from various sources 
durlng his love-making career, and forwarded 
them in & bundle to his late lady-love, inclos- 
Ing a note to the effect that hehad really forgot- 
ten which was hers, but she might select it from 
those forwarded and return the rest at her ear- 
liest convenience. 


" Wourp you mind standing here tillI goin 
and get a cigar?" he acked. 

" Of course not," she replied; * but don't you 
think, Henry, that smoking is offensiv and that 
it willbe easier practicing economy after mar- 
riage if it is practiced during cour'ship?” 

“You're right,” he said, ” I shan’s smoke any 
more, sweet,” and she looked unutterahle love 
at him as they resumed their stroll. Just then 
they came to an ico-cream saloon, ana he said: 

"There, now, I meant to treat you to ice- 
cream, but, as you say, it is best to practice 
economy during courtship. Ten cents fora 
cigar, thirty cents for two ice-creams—forty 
cents saved in a single night. Let's go over to 
the fountain and take a drink of water.” 


THE cucumber graceth the festal board, 
Enshrouded in condiments rare, 

And the epicure gleefully rubbeth his paunch 
At the sight of the treasure there, * 

The dector smileth a sad-like smile 
And giveth a crocodile groan. 

And the marble man goeth out ihe while 
And polisheth up a stone, 

'The undertaker mournfully asks, 

" What will bis measure bo?" 

Andthe sexton marketh a spot " reserved ” 
All under the willow tree. 

"Tis hard the times and ’tis scarce the cash— 
And sọ with a zestful joy 

We welcome waft to the fitful fruit 
That giveth the folk employ, 


LAW IN VEBSE. 


The New Jersey Law Journal givs the follow- 
ing midsummer law in verse, reporting the 
cases of Kuhn vs. Jewett: 

The shades of night were falling fast 

As o’er the Erie railroad passed 

A Jocomotiv Jaden down 

With crude petroieum near the town 
Of Patterson, 


A piercing shriek, a blinding flash, 
And then an instantaneous crash— 
Two trains collided—down the banks 
The oll was emptied from the tanks 
Immediately, 


The oll igniting, sparkling, flowed 
Down the embankment, across the road, 
Tato a bubbling brook that pours 
Its waters on the fertil shores 

Of the Passaic, 


The barn of the complainant stood 

Beside this unheroie flood, 

And thus the floating flames of fire 

Oonsumed it and produced a dlre 
Calamity. 


His honor, the vice-chancellor, sdys 
That if a devastating blaze 
Ia negligently started. still 
The defendunt is responsible 
In damages. 


If ne obstructions intervene. 
As a new agency, between 
The cause and its effect as here, 
The rule ig singularly clear 
And logical, 


“PLL make it hot for you." as the cayenne 


Yonkers Gazeti 


.| 68. Missionaries. 
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Notes and Clippings. 


BurrALO'S Courier refers to lawn tennis as 
Presbyterian base ball. 


THE costs were $600 in a suit over a hog to two 
‘farmers of Monitean county, Mo. 


From a singla potato planted by David Brown 
"d Princeton, Pa., the product was 537 flne pota- 
O68. Pre y . 


. Tr Evo was not afraid of a serpent, the Elmira 
Advertiser cannot understand why her daughter 
-820U,ld scream ata mouse, : ^ * f 


t-A soHOOL meéting in the city of Manistee, 
"Michigan, Qrdered the discontinuance of read- 
ing the Bible in the schools by sixty majority, 


., THE Presbyterian Ministerial Association. of 
Philadelphia has voted that the opening of the 
Pennsylvania State Fair on Sunday was sinful. 
Work is the weapon of honor, and he who 
‘lacks the weapon will nevertriumph, Grati- 
tudeisthe music of the heart when its chords 
are swept by, kindness, .. 


“Tax expedient of charging ten cents for ad- 

` mission to the Ohio State.camp-meeting of col- 
-orad Methodists, at Caldwell, might hav served 
-to pay-the expenses if the treasurer had not 
absconded, 


Iris estimated that there are at present in 


New York city 135,000 children requiring to be 
educated, of whom ten thousand cannot be re- 
ceived into the public schools through lack of 
proper accommodations. os 


A Texas clergyman, about to become chaplain 
of a penitentiary, preached a farewell sermon 
to his congregation, who: had ill-treated him, 
from the following text, "I go to prepare a pluce 
for you, 60 that where I am yé may be also.” 


, ALBANIAN Women walk over rough mountain 

pathways with sixty pounds of fagots on their 
backs and spirning with distaff and spindle 

, 8 they go, Wb(le the men shoot ata mark and 
the boys turn somersault races on the gentle 
slope of tha mountain sides, ` 


SUNDA‘¢-soHoon children areno longer taught 
to bélleye that Lots wife was turned into a 
pili&c of salt; but in the “International Bible 
Rtridies" for Sunday-schools it is said that she 
veas caught in astorm, which '“ suffocated her, 
incrusted her, and possibly burned her to a 
einder.” 


A BAPTIST clergyman in Magoffin county, 
Ky.. preacnes against supporting missionaries 
because, 88 he says, the Bible givs assurance 
that whenever the gospel is preached unto all 
weople the end will hav been: reached, and God 
forbid that he should contribute one cent to- 
ward hastening that portentious period 1 


ALLEGANY Gounty’s Reporter tells of a negro 
who, suspected of surreptitiously meddling 
with his neighbor’s fruit, being caugnt in a 
garden by moonlight, nonplussed his detectors 
by raising his eyes, clasping his hands, and 
piously exclaiming, '" Good heavens ! dis yeer 
darkey can’t go:nowhere‘to pray. any more 
without bein’ 'sturbed.” .. .; - 


Taz date of the earliest eclipse of the sun, 
recorded inthe annals of the Chinese, when "en 
the first day of the last month of au‘umn the 
sun and moon did not meet harmoniously in 
Fang,” or in: that: part of the heavens defined 
by two stars in the constellation ot the Scor- 
pion, has been determined by Prof. Von Oppol- 
zer. of Vienna, to hav been the morning of Oct. 
22, 2197, 8.0. : l 


BENEATH a shady tree they sat, ` 
"He held her hand, she held his hat, 
Iheld my breath and lay right flat; 
They kissed, I saw them do it. 
He held that kissing was no crime, 
She held her head up every time, 
I held my peace and wrote this rhyme, 
While they thought no one knew it. 


' 


Tux evidence is conelusiv that some brother 
uttered a profane oath in a meeting of the Uni- 
versalist church at Reading, Pa., but it is not 
clear who he was. There was agreat deal of 
confusion; a charge of falsely counting the vote 
on the‘resignation of the pástor having been 
made, and the highly objectionable words were 
among the many ejaculations, An inveatiga- 
tjon is to be held, dd i 
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. Å GIBL was found nailed to a plank so that 
she.could move neither hands nor feet and 
floating on the Yangtse River, in China. Be. 
-side her was the head of a Buddhist priest and 
| some coins. An inscription said,‘ This money 
1s.provided:for her coffin when she is dead.” 
She belonged to a wealthy family, and her two 
brothers, petty mandarins, used this cruel 
treatment because she married the priest whose 
head was onthe plank with her, 


Tux Roy. Father Crude and Zoe Allerd simul- 
taneously disappeared from Brown Gouhty, 
Wisconsin, He was a respected Roman Oa'ho- 
lic pastor. and she an accomplished, lovable 
girl, ‘They were traced to Covington, Ky,, 
where they were found keeping house in a 
pretty little cottage.. They had: told the neigh- 
bors that they were married, but to their friends 
from Wisconsin the priest declared that he had 

simply taken Miss Zoe away from home for 
eligious instruction, © 


Do vot ever think of it? Every dollar that 
enters into a church building withdraws a dol- 
lar from taxation, and its quota has to be made 
good by a corresponding increase of the levy 
upon other: property, . Thus it.is that every 
property owner is compelled indirectly. and in 


September 25, 1880. 


astronomers be true (and I know of 0 réason 
why it should be doubted), the earth was at one 
time in a fluid condition, attended by intense 
heat. By and by consolidation, due to partial 


cooling. took place onthe surface, and as radl- 


violation of the Constitution of the United. 


Brates, to giv a portion of his property to the 
support of churches. Is it right? Whoever 
thinks it is can hav the free use of our columns 
to defend it,.—Cloud County Blade, 


Margen men are begiuning to get their 
rights from courts and legislatures, The 
women hav had things their own way long 
enough. A Connestieut wife and deughter left 
the church which the husband and father at- 
tended, and hired a pew in another. He re- 
fused to pay the rent, and was sued, and a just 
judge has decided that the husband was not 
liable for the rent, It is to be feared that none 
of the family bay been much benefited in their 
tempers by church going, nor has the church 
which sued for its pew rent much, claim for 
sympathy upon Christian people. ; 


Prous people kav often said that there ia no 
redemption. for the poor drunkard except 
through saving grace, Brother:Bunting has 
given practical illustration to the doctrin.. He 
reclaims drunkards by the inculeation of piety, 
relying upon roast beef and delicate puddings 
for his own salvation, The difficulty about 
pious philanthropy seems to be. that it always 
leaves the stomach out of consideration. As 
one of Bunting’s boarders, a German, remarked 
to a fellow-boarder, when he dropned upon hl» 
knees, according to the rules of the place, "No 
matter if you eat wind, it ish all for Shesus.” 


AN English vicar recently caught a small boy 
in the act of stealing fruit from his orchard. 
He called ina constable and had the child ar- 
rested for theft. The parents of the little 
fellow begged hard to hav the case dismissed, 
but the vicar was: inexorable amd the child was 
tried before the magistrate. The counsel for 
the defense made so strong a point of the un- 
necessary zeat of the vicar in dragging a little 
urchin into prison where he would run the risk 
of associating with criminals that themagis- 
trate dismissed the case by imposing a fine of 
five shillings, 


Tux Rev. Father Kemver, of St. Louis, started 
a Roman Oatholie school in his parish, and 
from his pulpit. warned his congregation 
against sustaining irreligious schools. James 
L. Brackett, the principal of an academy, re- 
garded this. polioy ag injurious to his business, 
and when they met Brackett-used a whip on the 


‘T priest. For that offense the principal was ex- 


communicated. On a Sunday soon afterward 
he went to worship in the church, and Father 


_| Kemper ordered his expulsion, which was ef- 


fected, Again Brackett entered during a mass, 
and again the pastor requestéd the ushers to 
tject him. They did not obey, and the services 
were therefore left unfinished, | 


IN his inaugural address atthe meeting of the 
British Association at Swansea, Professor A. O. 
Ramsay, Director-General of the Geological 
Survey of the United Kingdom, dwelf at length 
on the recurrence of Various phenomena in 
geological time. His final conclusions as to the 
origin.and age ofimountain ranges were thus 


summed up; "If the nebular hypothesis o 


— MM M ——— 


N. Y. Times, 


ation of heat went on,the outer shell thickened. 
Radiation still going on, the interior fluid mat- 


ter décreased in bult, atid. by forca of gravita- | resigned, 


tion, the outer shell being drawn toward the 
interior, gave way, and,in parts, got crinkled 
up, and this, according to cosmogonists, was 
the otigin of the earliest mountain-chains. I 
mak» no objection to the hypothtsis, which, to 
say the lea: t, seems to be the best that cait be 
offered, and looks highly probable. But. 
assuming that it is true, there hypothetical 
events took rlace so long before authentic 
geological history began, as written in the 
rocks, that the earliest of the physical events to 
which I hav drawn your attention in this ad- 
dress Wag, to all humait apprehension of tims, 
80 enormously removed from thése early as- 
sumed cosmical phenomena that they appear 
to me to hay been of comparativly quite modern 
occurrence, and to indicate that, from the 
Laurentian epoch down to the present. day, all 
tbe physical events in the history of the éarth 
hav varied neither in kind nor in intensity 
from those of which we now hav experience.” 


THE annouhcement by Octavius B. Froth- 
ingham of his intent to relioquish his calNng 
as proaehef, and to puste henceforth the pro- 
feselén of literature exclusivly, has ¢aused 
g: eat surpridé and disappointment to themem- 
berg of his soclety in tb] eity.and to many of 
his friends and admirers throughout the coun- 
try. It can hardly be a surcrise. however. to 
some of his intimates, Who hay Jong been aware 
of his strôbg leani gto le'terB, büt and pim- 
ple, and of his belief that in that feld he 60° 1d 
do rore good than in the pulpit or on the plat. 
form. Hepeatediy durig the last fifteen years 
he has been, it is said, on the poltit of taking 
the step on which he has just decided. His 
preseat sojourn abroad has, as he writes to his 
friends, crystallized his purpose, and enabied 
him to see more clearly the superior advan- 
tages of the written over the Rpoken word, He 
confesses that itis very hard for him to sunder- 
the ties that hav bound him for so many and 
fruitful years to his society; but he is perfec!ly 
confident that he can help the eause of Liberal- 
ism and humanity, substaniially one, by the 
change he is about to make. Frothingham’s 
instincts are unquestionably literary. He be- 
longs to the study rather than to the rostrum, 
to the department of thought and scholarship 
more thah to the world of action, and he will 
now be more in his own atmosphere than he 
has ever been. It may seem to some persons 
somewhat late for him to alter his profession. 
But he is barely fifty-eight, and, with his health 
much improved, he ought yet to hav years of 
valuable work and development before him. 
His father, Dr. Nathaniel Langdon Frothing- 
ham, was seventy-seven when he died, and his 
mind was clear and vigorous to the last. It is 
twenty-one years since the son removed to 
New York from Boston, and for nineteen of 
these he preached to the sgciety of which, until 
lately, he had ministerial charge, steadily 
growing out of Unitarianism into Rationalism. 
He dropped a good while ago the prefix of Rov- 
erend, and has since aimed to be a lecturer, a 
guide in ethics and life, not a clergyman Or 
pastor. As he is pecuniarily independent, he 
can better afford than most literary men to fol- 
low the financially unremunerativ trade of au- 
thorship. He has long had several literary 
plans on hand, which he has never had time to 
carry out, in conjunction with his ministerial 
duties, and those plans will, no doubt, claim his 
earliest attention. Under the circumstances, 
many of Frothingham's followers. who hav 
been called Frothinghamites from their ardent 
faith in his teachings, will, in all likelihood, at- 
tach themselvs to the Society for Ethical Cul- 
ture, of which Prof. Felix Adler is the front and 
foundation, and has been from the first. A 
number of them hav been attending Professor 
Adler’s lectures since Frothingham's departure 
for Europe, some eighteen months since. No 
new society will be formed at any rate. The 
bulk of its members are too individual in 
opinion and character to care for any organi- 
zation now that the man they so much admire 
has surrendered his office and returned them, 
so to speak, to their purely philosophie gelys,— 
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Events of the Week. 


Mr, Havzs and party are about to visit Wash- 
ington territory. . 
Tux French Prime Minister, de Freycinet, has 


‘ONLY twelve persons were saved from the lost 
steamship Vera Oruz. 

Tug Maine Republicans are trying to count 
out Plaisted, the newly-elected Democratic 
governor. 

Turet members of a family at Patchogue, 
Long Island, recently: died of diptheria caught 
from a oat. 

THE foreign powers interested in Peru hav . 
forbidden the contemplated invasion by the 
Ohilian army. 

Tae Pope is piteously begging for more 
Peter's Penee from the faithful. Times are 
hatd with him, 

Tas Rev. Mr, Kalloch, of San Francisco, has 
been renominated for mayor by the working- 
men of that city, 

A Besaran baron recently died in prison on 
Blackwell’s tsland,. Drink had reduced him to 
beggary and crime, 

THE German government has ordered the ex- 
vuleion of the French Jesuits who emigrated 
to Alsace-Lorraine, 


Tue polica made a raid ona notorious gam- 
bling-houese in thie city a few nights since, ar- 
i98 ing fifty gamblers, 


HERR HASSELMANN. the well-known Booial- 
istice member of the German Parliament, is loc- 
turing in this country, 


Üx& hundred thousand operativs are inter- 
ested in a Strike atthe Accrington cotion mills 
in Lancashire, England. 


'fxig steamer Aurora, from Oporto, Portugal, 
to Buuthanipton, England, recently foundered, 
carrying down fifty persons. 

Tue exéursion season here is about over, and 
tbe many bosta ergsged in, that business are 
being laid ttp till next sencon. 


SENATOR L. B. Fosti, who w2s acting Vice- 
President after the assassifiation of Lincoln 
died at Norwich, Conn., on the 19tfi, 


Tnx fastest trotting time on record was made 
a few days ago on a Chicago race-course by 
Maud 8, She made a miie in 2:104, 


A NEW fifty million gallon reservoir at Jersey 
City was recently finished. and is now being 
filled with water for the thirsty Jerseyites, 


TAREE adtes of coai mines at Scranton, Pa., 
caved in afew days ago. Luckily the miners 
had left the mines before the cave occurred. 


IN a fight between a preacher and wheelwright 
at a fishing excursion near Ramsey's, N. J.. the 
dominie was knocked out of time in the seventh 
round. 


THs wife of a wealthy farmer near Reading 
Pa.. recently went crazy through religious ex- 
citement, and a few days ago she committed 
suicide. 


SEVERAL pounds of fulminate exploded in a 
Bridgeport cartridge factory on the 17th, de- 
molishing the building and dismembering four 
men and a boy. 


A BALLOONIsT who ascended from Montreal 
on tue 18:b. after going to a hight of four thou- 
sand feet, descended into the St. Lawrence 
river, but escaped witha ducking. 


. Pug striking miners at Corning, O., are caus 
ing some trouble.. The militia hav been called 
out, and severa] skirmishes hay already taken 
place, Several of the miners hav been shot, and 
serious disturbances are apprehended. 


. Boston cslebrated its 250th birthday on the 
1T'h. Regiments of militia from this and other 
cities took partin the festivities, The Thir- 
teenth New York regiment, of which Beecher.is 
ehaplain, one of the visiting regiments, was 
quartered in Paine Hall. 


Tux Nihilists are operating in England. A 
plot was recently discovered by which a train 
on which the heir to the Russian throne—who is 
ona visit to Englapd—was to ride, was to be 
blown to pieces, Four pounds of dynamite 
were found under the railway track, i 
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( main aisle, or the opposite end from the altar, is an 
P Me Biase taller than a yearling calf, with pantiers'loaded:with | indispensable factorin the worship business. When 
" DM BENNETT, Editor. x various country produce. ' The panniers are two ob- 


its sonorous tones reverberate through those sacred 
long baskets fastened by a wide band, which rests 


aisles and vaulted domes, when the. pues ae his 

un iv am R : on the little donkey’s back, the baskets coming down | Latin domini, dominum, dominorum, etc., with the 
chai sag Bone PATUIDESI E P00- ERE cage on. hie aides, nüch as I have seen them pietured.|rich and extensive paintings and statuary of the 
Virgin, Jesus, and all the saints all around him, the 
devout worshiper can easily imagine that he is in 
the presence of the Most High and that he has dis- 
charged his duty in worshiping him. Thus the 
priests hold their power over the masses The, 
‘cathedral.and the trappings are all very grand and 
expensive. As the devout worshiper has but little 
thinking to do, it becomes easy for his mind to 
accede to what he is told. Thus he is chained and 
wheédled ; thus the rich cathedrals help greatly to 
build up and perpetuate the strong power. which the 
church holds-over the masses, and thus:it: will prob- 
ably be until science and reason dispel the myths 
and vagaries upon which the Christian system rests, 

The cathedral at Dieppe is bountifully supplied 
with pious paintings and statuary along the side 
aisles, on the walls, and in the little chapels still 
outside of the side aisles are numerous paintings of 
-holy saints with the palms of their hands pressed to- 
gether, and their eyes, like those of adying calf, 
rolling heavenward, looking all the world as though 
they were the most unhappy beings in existence. 
lf holiness and déep piety make people wretched, I 
don’t want any of it. ‘ 

The ‘chapels are each dedicated to some: special 
saint, whose painting, of life-size, is the most promi- 
nent object in it. These chapels may be considered 
as shrines where the worship of the special saint 
presiding there is performed. Thus, there is always 
a.chapel to the Blessed Virgin, one for her son, one 
for St. Peter, St. John, St. James, St. Joseph, and as 
many more saints as the bishop deems best. In 
several of these chapels we saw persons sitting "in 
chairs reading from the breviary or missal, or kneel- 
ing before the special saint aforesaid. In many of 
the chapels werelarge bouquets of flowers, in others 
the flowers were artificial, and in some very cheap 
ones at that, made of colored paper. Many ancient 
dignitaries are buried beneath the cathedral floor. 

The cathedrals and churches are open at all hours 
of-the day, and any one may enter who chooses and 
worship on his or her own hook if preferred. Mass 
is performed, or “ celebrated,” early in the morning, 
then again later, and finally three or four times 
through the day, and every day in the week. Thus 
Catholic priests have to do a good deal more to earn 
their money than do Protestant priests. The Catho- 
lic religion is more of a constant, every-day affair 
than that of Protestants, who attend to it only on 
Sundays, and cheat and swindle their neighbors the 
remaining six days of the week. It is the women, 
however, who mainly attend to the religious observ- 
ances of the church here. They go to early mass, 
they go to later mass, they do the principal part of 
the praying, the counting of beads, and the wor- 
shiping. The men are very indifferent to the flum- 
mery. In fact, it is the women who keep up all the 
churches and sustain the priesthood ; without their 
aid the whole thing would collapse in twelve 
months. 

We noticed the confessional boxes in the chapels, 
and thought of the many criminal relations that have 
been oft told there. A funeral was about to be 
held in the cathedral when we were in, and an old 
man with a large white cotton smock over his clothes 
was vigorously pulling away at the bell-rope to call 
the faithful together to help attend to the last rites. 
Priests are numerous enough in every place we have 
visited, their long black gowns coming to their feet, 
and their priestly hat, with a wide disk for a top- 
piece, like a black platter stuck upon the top of their 
heads, easily distinguishing them from all other peo- 
ple. We frequently see them passing around from 
place to place, seeming intent on what they have on 
hand. We marvel at their numbers, and wonder 
why the people are willing to forever support such 
a useless, worthless, unproductive, idle set of men 


<<< Sometimes the damsels led the donkeys and some- 
The largest and cheapest. Radical Journal pub- times drove them’ along with a slight stick. Both 
lished in Hurope or America, containing nearly seemed extremely well disposed. ‘We passed through 


NE sak. ; the market where women were selling to. women 
pin hundred square inches more. of reading mat- numerous vegetables, fruits, and fish.. . Here we saw 
ter than any other journal of its kind, . peaches and melons—the first since leaving America 
= = : = —and invested in some peaches, which we found: 
' Entered at the Post- Offce at New York, N. Y.,as. very good, the meat being somewhat more solid: 
Second: Claós Matter . ' than with us. The only melons are of the;musk 

: S 2 . variety. I have not seen a watermelon since we:left 


PRA the ship. The muskmelons look like squashes on 
NEW YORK, SATURDAY, SEPT. 25, 1880. the outside, but are rather stout, rich, and thick. 
LLL meated inside. The plums are also fair, but the 


LM = 


cas apples still remain small and indifferent.: 
Leiter from Enrope.—No. 5. | We visited the old cathedral in Dieppe, and it is 


Panis, France, Aug. 22, 1880. an old-timer sure enough; the stone columns and 
Dear Frienps: We have reached the capital of door posts have crumbled away by the effects of 
France, and no excitement was caused by our time and the weather. All around the entrance and: 
arrival. So far as we are able to judge, everything: in the walls above are niches wherein.are sculptured 
is moving on just as quietly as though we had not figures of saints in plentiful numbers. Above these 
entered this gay city. The people manifest no un- ‘were the heads of monsters with long neeks, and we 
easiness at our presence, and £ see no indication that called them devils, some representing the heads of 
they are not willing we should remain just as long. birds of prey and others wild beasts. “They seemed 
as we wish to, which we shall proceed to do. (to be stretching out their heads as far as. possible to 
We took cars from London to New Haven on the'see what was going on below and to: watch those 
British Channel coast. The moon was full, and | who entèred the gospel shops over which they pre- 
gave us light enough to obtain considerable of an sided. These horrible objects were probably placed 
idea of the country we passed over. I judge it to be there for some purpose, but I cannot, imagine what 
a good farming country, and it presents an appear-|it could: be. It certainly could not be their good 
ance similar to the country betwaen Liverpool and looks or the beauty they add to the structure. Since 
London, though, perhaps, it is in places more low|then I have noticed the same vile-looking figures.on 
and flat. Two hours brought. us to the port of New | other cathedrals and churches in considerable pro- 
Haven on the Channel. I think it not a large place, | fusion. They must have been special favorites with 
though we saw nothing of the town. About mid- |the French people from five to ten centuries ago. 
night our small steamer, after loading with freight,| The cathedral at Dieppe is of large size and is 
left the British coast for Dieppe, France. It rained | gotten up on the same general plan that are all the 
before morning, and the channel was rough enough | cathedrals and churches I have seen here. They. are 
to make a good many sea sick. Wash bowls|builtin the form of the cross. The main aisle or 
were distributed around the cabin to accomodate | nave is long, wide, and high, with a row of very 
the miserable passengers, a part English and 4| heavy, tall stone columns on either side, The tran- 
part French, who could not enjoy the passage. I|sept crosses the nave about one-third of the distance 
was rather amazed with the way in which some of|from the mainend. At the junction of the main aisle 
them took it. One poor Englishman groaned out :|and the transcept is the altar, very large, rich, and 
“ Oh, blost it! what makes it go up and. down so? imposing, with a great deal of gilt work and many im- 
O dear, I wish it wouldn't be so lumpy!” While |ages of Jesus and his mother in various positions and 
- others around me seemed to be making an effort to|representations, and with six or eight holy candles, 
throw up their very boots, I for a long time remained | six feet long or more, standing in immense candle- 
pretty passive, and I felt like giving my stomach a/sticks on either side, with all the other mysterious 
certificate for good behavior; but, alas! after a|paraphernalia pertaining to the worship of the Vir- 
time I too began to feel unpleasant. It was so|gin and the rest of the firm. Sometimes these altar- 
“lumpy ” that I could not maintain my equanimity | pieces are thirty feet in hight, elaborate and very 
and was compelled to join the others.: rich. Behind the altar—the nave beyond the tran- 
Dieppe is an old town, and makes a pleasant ap-|sept—is the chancel, with another altar at the end 
pearance from the Channel, though it has a decided | of it, and also at the end of the transept, and at 
foreign appearance. The British Channel is probably | other points. The chancel, perhaps, may be consid- 
fully three times as wide between New Haven and|ered the holy of holies where special services are. 
Dieppe as it is between Dover and Calais, but as the performed. At the crossing of the main aisle and 
fare is considerably cheaper by Dieppe we decided | transept is a large dome with stained glass of costly 
to come that way. One of the first things that! and exquisite workmanship. This dome is the high- 
attracted our attention as we were entering the nar-|est part of the inside of the cathedral, and is some- 
row harbor was a cross fifteen or twenty feet high,|times one hundred and fifty feet. or more from the 
. standing upon an eminence, with Jesus stretched | floor. The whole affair is vaulted, usually as much 
. upon it, as large as life, or larger, with his mother, | as a hundred feet high, 'T'hewindows at the end of 
as I inferred, fastened to the upright part of the|the naves, traxsepts, side aisles, and dome, and 
cross below him. I do not presume that they meant | over the columns, are of rich stained glass with all 
to crucify her, but at all events she was upon the|the saints portrayed on it, and they are the most 
cross. When I saw this I knew I was in a Christian | doleful looking beings you would ever wish to see, 
country. I am told that these crucifixes, with their | I am not partial to kings, I don’t like the bloody 
God exposed apon them, out of doors, is not an un-| butchers called warriors, but either suit me better 
usual thing in this country. I certainly cannot ad-|than these everlasting saints, which you see in end- 
' mire their taste, but if they expect to get to heaven | less profusion outside and inside all the cathedrals 
^ by it let them crucify away. and churches. They are a long-faced, idle, useless, 
‘The landing and disembarking probably required | hypocritical set of meddlers and mischief-makers 
half an hour; when we had a similar Custom House|for whom I have neither love nor respect. They have 
examination to pass through that we had at Liver-|helped to enslave mankind, and have made the world 
. pool. The offieials merely poked slightly into the| worse instead of better. 
trunks and satchels, looking more.for whisky and| You see, then, that’ these cathedrals and churches 
tobacco than anything else. Adjoining the building | are large, vaulted, cold, dreary. places. The floors|who pretend to be doing God's work for him. I 
which is used for examining baggage is an eating|are stone, the pillars are stone, the walls are stone, | hope 1t will not ever be so, but realize the vast work 
and refreshment room, and over the door was the|the religion, even, is stone; everything is stone, with {of enlightening the people that has still to be ac- 
word “ Buffet.” After the night's experience I felt | no plaster, no wood, to be seen. To me they seem | complished. 
as though I could endure some of that kind of buf-| very dreary and uncheerful, and I judge it must be} After leaving the old cathedral at Dieppe—per- 
feting, so we entered and took a good wash, for|very difficult for the bishop or priest to be under- | haps nearly a thousand years old—we looked about 
which we paid six sous each, and were buffeted to the | stood in such a deep-vaulted place. But probably it |the old town. There were a large number of shipsand 
tune of three francs apiece, which is about sixty-five| matters little whether the worshipers understand } vessels in the harbor, and a fair amount of business 
cents. I presume*the word “buffet” means refresh- | much or little. If they dip their fingers in the holy | was being done at the numerous stores. t All seemed 
ments, as I have noticed it several times connected | water—a font of which is always to be geen on each| quiet and industrious. We saw but.one drunken 
with station-houses or depots. We relished our first | side of the entrance—if they kneel at the time indi-| man. He seemed to be making a disturbance. Two 
meal in France very well, and after this was dis-|cated, if they bow devoutly before the image of the} policemen were leading him along the street ; finally 
patched we found we had two hours to look about | Virgin, if they listen with due reverence to the|he got tired, or stubborn, and resolved to go no 
the town before train time. We accordingly saun-|priest or bishop when he ‘chants in Latin, and, last | further ; he dropped upon the ground, refusing to 
tered up the quay, Mr. Rawson, a Mr. Linton, from |of all, if they are faithful to giv the priest and the|rise or take another step. At thisa third policeman 
near Pittsburgh (also going to Paris, and who|church a quarter of their earnings, it is all that is|came up ; the three picked him up and carried him 
remained with us till last night), and myself. It was| necessary, and it does not matter whether they un-|bodily to the lock-up, showing not the least 
not at all difficult for us to see that the manners and | derstand what is said or not ; it is all sanctimonious- | severity. ` i 
customs of the place were different from those of|ness aud holiness to them, and the fact that they go} In wandering around the town the difference in 
our own country. The doors of the shops and|there, bowing thier heads and spirit, acknowledging | the language spoken, the difference in the appear- 
dwellings all along the street stood open, exposing | the power of the priest, they are fulfilling their duty. | ance of everything, the inability to read the signs: 
to view all the internal arrangements. Many women | They have nothing more to do when they pay|even, kept one reminded that we were in a foreign 
with patens or wooden shoes were out sweeping the|roundly for it allı n eountry. Yes, everything had 5 foreign look, but 
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all rather cleanly and pleasant, and amusing at all institution, They. are built of brick or stone, and 
, events, oe . jubes © . |with architectural stateliness. This is much safer 
.. Dieppe stands on a chalky formation; the whitish than. having the carriages driving over the rail. 
s bluffs show their colors to an observer far out in the road tracks, as in our country. Here and in England 
channel, somewhat ‘as do the high chalk banks of | where one railway crosses another railway, it is 
-Cornwali in England. This chalk seems to modify | often done by a viaduct, one road being ten feet or 
the color of the sea water, giving ita light pea-green. | so above the other. 
The water of the oceans 1s not always ofthe same, In some rather hilly country we passed through 
color. ‘Sometimes it looks. blue, sometimes dark- | are several tunnels, one.of them one thousand feet 
green, and as night approaches it becomes more |in length. I think I did not mention the tunnels in 
somber. Light undoubtedly contributes to making | England in our ride between Liverpool and London. 
these appárent changes of color. We passed. through several of them, one nearly a 
; We were back to. the depot, or the gare as the ; quarter of a mile in length. : 
French call a railway station, in time, and soon we| As. we came rolling pleasantly on our road to 
were in our little compartments, the same as in| Paris, and the country opening before us like a beau- 
England, whirling southward toward Paria, over|tiful panorama, vista after vista, view after view, I 
. two hundred miles away. We founda truly beauti- easily appreciated why the Frenchman so enthusi- 
ful country, and under a high state of cultivation. astically exelaims, * La-Belle France,” and why he 
Sometimes in the distance we saw moderate hills,|so seldom wishes to emigrate from it.. It is indeed 
but the most of the country through which we|a lovely country, and is surpassed by few countries 
‘passed is gently rolling, and, many times we saw |in the world. NE 
extensive plains, bearing quite a resmblance to.the| We stopped off three hours at the old town of 
prairies of Illinois. The country is teeming with | Rouen to look at the city and the noted old cathe- 
good crops, which are now being harvested. The|dral, for which it is celebrated. Rouen has been a 
wheat and hay are already largely secured, but | good-sized city for about a thousand years. It is 
much of the oats is still standing, and. some badly | situated in the beautiful valley of the Seine, and 
thrown down. There is also much clover still to | may. be considered the head of navigation for large 
cut, but I judge it.is the second growth. Beets are Shipping. It is apretty city of one or two hundred 
very largely grown. In the aggregate we saw hun-|thousand inhabitants. Some of its houses look an- 
‘dreds of acres of them. These are for sugar-making. |tique, but if is mainly well built, the streets well 
The French ‘manufacture their sugar from beets, | paved, and all very cleanly. They must have an 
‘because they can keep in their country the very|abundant water supply, for it poured down the 
large sum of money required to bu .the great|gutters in great.profusion. We saw a stream of 
amount of sugar needed by the people. ` Sugar] waste water large enough to.carry a mill. 
‘cannot’ be as cheaply manufactured from beets as} The great point of attraction is its old cathedral 
from suguar-cane, but the French government finds|—eight hundred or one thousand years old. lt is 
it to the interest. of the country to give a premium | immense in size. I think it is over three hundred 
on the sugar produced, so as to enable the beet | feet in length; the top of its dome is nearly two hun- 
sugar to be sold at the same price at which cane dred feet from the floor, and the iron spire is four 
‘sugar could be imported. We see it in the refined|hundred and fifty feet in hight—one of the very 
state, and it seems equal to the best refined cane | highest in the world. The great hight of this can 
sugar, The ‘French are not extensive. importers. | be appreciated when it is remembered that Trinity 
Their policy is to produce everything among them- | steeple, in New. York, which we think is pretty tall, 
selves so far as possible, and this is the reason. why jis but two hundred and twenty feet high. It re- 
they are a wealthy, independent nation, ;" |quires nine hundred steps to reach the summit of 
` The beets are cultivated in rows about sixteen|the Rouen steeple;.and as the day was warm, we 
inches apart, and invariably looked to: be well|did not feel enterprising or ambitious enough to 
tended, For scores of miles the country looks, like | undertake the ascent, for which privilege we would 
a vast garden. It is very different here from what | have been permitted to pay.two francs, and would 
it is in England with regard to fences. ‘There the |have obtained a splendid view of the city, the river, | attitudes and positions, and so on to the thousand 
country is cut up into small fields, averaging. not|and the beautiful surrounding country. I will not|and one saints, always looking as sorrowful and 
more than five acres; here there are very. few | undertake to say how many hundred tons of mate- | wretched as it is possible for human beings to look. 
fences. You can sometimes ride for twenty miles|rial were required to construct that very elevated|I wonder why it is that to love and worship God 
without seeing a fence, save by the side of the rail- | steeple, but it was a great many. The number was | makes his devotees so utterly wretched. Among all 
road. This saves a great deal of ground, a great| stated to me, but I did not retain it. the saints and holy people I have seen painted and 
expense, and a great amount of labor. In districts,| This old cathedral must have cost a “mint sculptured I do not remember one who looked happy 
however, where Stock raising and pasturage is the|of money." Its great size, its hewn stone and|or as though life were a pleasant existence to him. 
course of farming pursued, the land is fenced. In| intricate workmanship, would necessitate in any} All look sorrowful, wretched, and utterly woe-be- 
other places we noticed cattle feeding in considera- age a great outlay of wealth. In the outer walls|gone. I have concluded I shall not join their band. 
ble numbers, but attended and watched by a herder, | are some hundreds of niches in which have quietly | Oh, what a mistake it is to think God is pleased 
lthink sheep are not as much raised in the part we|stood for centuries the same everlasting grim old| with our making ourselves wretched, to think he is 
have seen of France as in England. The fences we| saints that are seen in and on all the cathedrals and | made happy by our making ourselves miserable, and 
saw were sometimes hedge, neatly trimmed, some- | churches. They are generally of stone, skilfully|that to secure happiness in the world to come we 
times iron, and sometimes stone, in localities where sculptured, but occasionally they are of bronze.|must make ourselves as unhappy as possible in this! 
stone is to be had. In the immediate vicinity of | The latter, for certain reasons, secure the greatest|I enroll myself as one who will be as cheerful as 
villages or chateaux we saw many stone walls laid safety to the useless old vagabonds. I noticed the| possible in this life, with an equal chance for good 
smoothly in. mortar, the same as the walls of aj noses, ears, and eyes of the godly images had been|cheer in another life, if there is one. As “a bird in 
house. knocked off or materially damaged by wicked boys|the hand is worth two in the bush,” so happiness 
The country houses generally present an antique | who had thrown stones. at them. Over the grand | now is far more valuable.to us than the promise of 
appearance. They are not very large or beautiful.}entrance, which is made in the form of a high|it a thousand years hence in some other place of 
They are generally built of stone or brick, with very | gothic arch, is a great amount of sculptured work|abode. There is no better way to be always happy 
steep roofs of heavy earthen tile, and some with|in bas-relief or rilievo, containing half a hundred | than to secure happiness in the present. If we take 
thatch or straw. The more modern and better |holy figures, some of life size and some smaller. A|the means to be happy in the now, and not defer it 
buildings are roofed with slate. I saw no shingles;|network of iron wire had been placed in front of|til the future, we may always have happiness, 
It is quite common to see country houses, and, in the | these to prevent their injury from the little urchins | Whereas, if we make ourselves unhappy now, with 
old villages, buildings, partly frame and partly|stoning them. Above the saints, and perhaps fifty | the expectation of being very happy in consequence 
brick, the latter being laid between the timbers,|feet from the ground, were great numbers again of|at some indefinite time in the future, we have no 
studs, etc., leaving the wood in view, even with the|those same demons or devils which we saw in the|positive assurance of happiness at all It is a poor 
brick. Such buildings do not present an attractive | cathedral at Dieppe. They were stretching out|consolation when a person is very hungry for a good 
appearance, and have not been built much of late|their vile-looking heads and exposing their long |meal to put him off by saying he may have an excel- 
years, I saw many all stone houses, which looked | necks as though their anger was greatly aroused. 1 lent dinner, or a multitude of them, one year, five 
as if they had stood five or six centuries.  These|am. not sure but that these devils are appropriate | years, or twenty years in the future, and that if he 
symbols for these old churches and cathedrals. What | will starve now he up cds a plenty after he gets 
is understood to be the devilish spirit has been sojover being hungry. Verily, one present is worth 
rife in them for hundreds of years, and so much of 1 s 
tlie devil has been raised in connection with the sys- | steps to be happy now than to defer it to an indefi- 
tem to which they belong, that perhaps the devils|ite by and by. A “ good time" here is better than 
are the most fit monsters to be placed on guard over | for it to be put off and always “ coming. If we can 
them. The whole thing is too devilish to suit my | form the habit of being happy here, we may always 
prejudices. find it easy to be happy, while if we accustom our- 
- The inside of the Rouen cathedral js truly mag-|selves to being wretched in the present we may 
nificent, if immense pillars, vaulted naves and tran-|always be wretched. A rational, prudent, sensible 
septs, fine old paintings, statuary, elegant stained | life is more conducive to happiness than one made 
windows, a dome two hundred feet in hight over the | up of long faces, long prayers, and severe penance. 
meeting place, constructed of the same stained glass | A life of frivolity and vice is not the way to secure 
(all being representations of saints in prayer and | happiness; but cultivating temperance, benevolence, 
other positions of wretched misery), constitute mag- | cheerfulness, good deeds, and contentment will do it. 
nificence. ‘It isa moderate estimate that one such| The church in the past centuries monopolized all 
cathedral as that at Rouen cost more than one or|the talent, and there was little or no field for paint- 
two hundred reasonable churches ought to cost ;|ers and sculptors save in making the images of the 
and unless God is better pleased to have one grand| Virgin, her son, and a great number of long-faced 
old stone pile to receive adoration in than to have| and doleful-looking saints, who passed their lives in. 
two hundred decent; respectable places for that pur- | the most conceivably useless manner. The church 
pose, his professed friends have doubtless made a|paid the old masters liberal prioes for their pious 
mistake. How much better the money would have | productions with which to decorate their numerous 
been spent in erecting schoolhouses and colleges, of | cathedrals and sbrines, and this was by far the best 
whieh there are far too few! market the artists found for their productions. . The 


The paintings on the walls of this Christian tem- . 
ple are large and of the most artistic character, and 
many of them by the old masters, But what spoils 
them for my use is the fact that they are religions, 
showing Jesus at all ages from the time he was born 
and before the swaddling-clothes were wrapped 
around him, when he was a neafly dressed baby in 
his mother’s arms, and the wise men of the Kast 
came to worship him; when he was a little two-year 
old, playing on the ground ; when he was a good- 
sized lad, discussing with the doctors in the temple; 
when he was a young man at the carpenter’s 
trade, up to the time when Mary and Martha were 
washing his feet and wiping them with their hair ; 
when he turned water into wine at Cana of Galilee ; 
when he cured the halt and the blind; when he- 
drove the devils out of the insane and into the 
swine; when he fed the five thousand with five 
loaves and seven fishes ; when he was baptized'in - 
the Jordan by John the Baptist, and the celestial 
dove descended upon his head; when he was tempt- 
ed of the devil in the wilderness; when he was 
transfigured ; when, he prayed and sweat blood in 
Gethsemane; when the bad Judas betrayed him ; 
when he was arraigned before Caiaphas the high- 
priest, and then Pontius Pilate ; when the crown of 
thorns was placed on his head; when he was 
scourged with thorns; when he was made to bear 
his cross up on to Mount Calvary, sometimes falling 
down with the weight, the sweat pouring from his 
face; when he was made to get up and go on again (I 
think twelve different stages are represented where 
he toiled and fell in getting his cross to the place 
he was to be executed); when he was nailed to the 
tree; when the galland vinegar was administered to 
him; when he cried out in agony and despair, “loz, 
Hoi, lama sabacthani ?” where the soldier thrust the 
spear into. his side; where he conversed with the 
thieves on either side of him, promising one to 
heaven, the other to hell; where he spoke to his 
mother; when at the ninth hour he gave up the 
ghost ; when he was taken down from the cross; 
where Joseph of Arimathea put him in his new 
sepulcher ; where the women looked on and wept ; 
when he arose after two nights and one day ; how 
he appeared to his friend Mary Magdalene and then 
the gardener and then to a few others, and then his 
ascension up into heaven. Besides all this the holy. 
and blessed Virgin is painted in all conceivable 


generally have the thateh roof, unless replaced by 
the heavy tile. In some comparatively new build- 
ings the tile roof is common, especially with the 
cheaper class of buildings, but on all good buildings 
theislate is mostly used. : : 
"There is a profusion of flowers all along throug 

the country; we see them in patches around the 
farmhouses and in the chateaux, with numerous 
pots of. flowering plants in the windows. . They 
give a cheerful happy appearance. The cultiva- 
tion of flowers is most commendable. They are na- 
ture’s beauties, and conduce to happiness. ‘The 
fields and by-places also abound in wild flowers, 
many of which were new to me. The scarlet poppy 
grows wild here, and some fields are fairly red 
with them. There are few forest trees to be seen 
save those which have been transplanted, and they 
are almost invariably placed in rows, like orchards. 
The carriage roads are excellent, as in England, but 
seem not io be extensively. used. I noticed but few 
carriages upon them. It is very seldom here, as in 
England, for carriage-roads and railroads to cross 
each other on the same level Almost invariably 
one is above the other. The viaducts in England, 
and also to some extent in France, are decidedly an 


two futures, and it is far more sensible to take the 
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church had the better share of the money, and 
was able to pay the most munificently. This is why 
nearly all the meritorious works of art of five or ten 
centuries ago were madonnas, holy annunciations, 
the son without a father, the worship of a babe by 
wise men; a very sedate mother, with a fat, chubby 
child ; the baptism in Jordan ; the temptation ; the 
transfiguration ; the trial and condemnation ; the 
crucifixion, the ascension, and all the interminable 
saints. These were the subjects in demand, these 
were what paid the best, and hence the dearth 
of sensible artistic productions from the tenth to the 
eighteenth century. 

Ido not say we saw inthe Rouen cathedral all 
the paintings and statues above indicated, but we 
saw. many of them there and in other places, 
many of them over and over again, until I be- 
came tired of them. I had far rather look upon 
Venuses, Minervas, Jupiters, Appollos, Mercuries, 
Herculeses, Bacchuses, the muses, graces, etc., and 
Still.more upon the paintings and statues of real 
moral heroes, sensible, good men and women, his- 
torical paintings, landscapes, high mountains, works 
of a healthy imagination, and all that. I have seen 
so many saintly, holy pictures that I would not care 
if I never saw another. 

At the entrance of the Rouen cathedral, as at all 
others, sat miserable beggars, cripples, eyeless un- 
fortunates, and dried-up crones, holding out their 
cups for the sous and half francs to the generous 
visitors to the holy shrines. Doubtless many of 
them are needy enough, but begging is one of the 
constitutional evils of these European countries, 
and a sympathetic person will soon find objects on 
whom to bestow all his spare change. The cry is 
constantly, “ Give, give, give!” 

The cathedral at Rouen, as.[ said, is one of the 
oldest, largest, and richest in the country. Its col- 
umns are massive and high. Its nave, transept, and 
chancel are vaulted and very high. The dome 
is especially rich and lofty. The stained windows 
are extensive, and have more saints, if possible, than 
the calendar contains. The paintings are antique 
and highly valued. The statues are all that saints, 
popes, cardinals, archbishops, bishops, priests, and 
hermits can be. There are twenty-five chapels out- 
side of the side aisles, and these are all richly deco- 
rated with gold and paintings, with a profusion of 
flowers, real and artificial. In each chapel is a private 
altar for the worship of the saint to whom it is ded- 
icated, and in many of them are confessional boxes. 
The main altar is near forty feet in hight, and gold 
enough is. used on it to make a man very wealthy. 
The altars in the chancel and at the ends of the 
transept are also gorgeous. The organ is of the 
largest dimensions, and everything there indicates! 
that in that establishment the worship of the being 
who planned the ignominious execution of his only 
heloved Son is carried on in the most approved or- 
thodox Catholic manner. I could not help pitying 
the poor penitents and devotees whom we saw in 
the various parts of the church performing the rites 
of their religion and going over the various mean- 
ingles mummeries by counting beads, repeating 
prayers and Ave Marias, which, to their ill-informed 
minds, make up the acts of a righteous life. 

Rouen does a large manufacturing business in 
various lines and enjoys a large trade ; and as it is 
surrounded by an excellent farming country, it has 
all the requisites for a flourishing city. It has many 
fiae looking stores, and the appearance of thrift and 
prosperity is on all sides. There are in addition to 
tre cathedral several other churches, some of which 
are rich and expensive. In one of the public 
squares, opposite the Hotel de Ville, or City Hall, 
is a fine bronze equestrian statue of Napoleon Bona- 
parte, considerably larger than life-size. In another 
square is a marble statue of Joan of Arc, the brave 
fanatic who, in the fifteenth century, was burnt on 
the very ground where her statue now stands, She 
ia represented dressed in her military costume, with 
a wreathed and ribboned sword beside her, Her 
eruel death was a sad commentary on the religious 
folly which prevailed in tbat age. ' 

There appears to be a profusion of priests in 
Rouen. We saw them in the city; we saw them at 
the depot in considerable numbers; their long, black 
owns, and flat-topped black bats might be seen 
here, there, and everywhere. I could not help 
realizing the burden they are to society. The peo- 
ple of this country are indeed struggling under a 
heavy priestly load. If the money that the cathe- 
irals and churches cost, and what it takes to keep 
up the great numbers of men who pretend to do 
God's business, could be devoted to giving the peo- 
ple such information as they need, in providing them 
comfortable homes, and in making them virtuous 

-and happy, the world would be much the better for 
it, and God would not suffer the slightest incon- 
venience. It may be well kaown that I am not a 
special friend of the priestly class, aud hope the 
time will come when the world will learn to dispense 
with their services, and leave them to pursue an 
honest, useful course of life, in place of the fraudu- 
lent claims they now set up that they understand 
the secret will of the king above the clouds, and 
shat he has commissioned them to be month-pieges 


and prophets for him, to make known his wishes 
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| astonishing and overwhelming to realize the extent 


and to pronounce hell and damnation upon all those to which this bas been carried. The places, the 
who do not “come down” urunificently with the! public squares, the gardens, the public grounds, the 


shillings, francs, and thalers to support them in 
lives of idleness and hypocrisy. It almost makes 
my blood boil to see these insidious, canting, in- 
gratiating, hypocritical knaves gliding around from 
place to place, and the obsequiousness accorded 
‘them by the sisters and a certain portion of the 
brethren, in public as well as private. They have 
proved enemies to the human race. and I will gladly 
see their numbers grow less. 

The ride from Rouen to Paris was of the same 
pleasant character as before described. In stretches 
as far as the eye could reach we saw the most beau- 
tiful and productive country the mind of man could 
wish. Towards night it became quite showery for 
a distance of fifty miles, and when we entered Paris 
it was just as the rain was subsiding. We soon 
secured a cab and directed the driver to convey us 
to. Madame Ferow’s hotel at No. 59 Rue Neuve des 
Mathurins (where many Americans are in the habit 
of stopping), hoping to find there Mrs. Dr. E. B. 
Foote and Augusta Cooper Bristol, but, we learned 
that the former was spending a few weeks for her 
healtb at Mount Dore, in the mountainous district 
of southern France, and that Mrs. Bristol was at 
the Familistere of M. Godin, at Guise, between 
Paris and Brussels. Thus here we find ourselves in 
the grand capital of the French nation, probably the 
finest city in the world, replete with everything that 
talent and industry can produce—a city of gaiety, 
grandeur, taste, and luxury, containing two millions 
of inhabitants who seem to know quite as well how 
to get the full measure of happinessout of existence 
as any people I ever met with. They are gay, joy- 
ous, light-hearted, and happy. ‘They do not believe 
in making life a sad, gloomy existence. With 
Parisians pleasure is the object of life, and they 
manage to make it yield as much of the desired 
article as possible. In. this respect there is an 
obvious difference between the inhapitants of Lon- 
don and Paris, In the first city they are grave, 
serious, matter-of-fact people, intent on pounds, 
shillings, and pence; the Parisians, while not un- 
mindful of the franc, make it conserve to their 
enjoyment. ae l 

But I will give you more of Paris in my next, and 
here draw this letter to a close. 

Amicably yowrs, D. M. B. 


Letter from. Europe.—No. 6. 
SOMETHING ABOUT PARIS, 


. Paris, Aug. 24, 1880. 

Dear Frrenps:‘ There is à great deal in this 
beautiful city of Paris that I can never tell you any- 
thing about. There is far too much here to include 
in one, two, three, or a dozen letters. I have fully 
come to the conclusion that it is a great city—the 
biggest of its size in the wide world. Itis the pret- 
tiest city I ever saw, or ever will see. It has been 
wonderfully improved within the last twenty years. 
Louis Napoleon is entitled to muck of the credit of 
this. He caused thousands of old rookeries—some 
of which had stood for centuries—to be leveled to 
the ground, and a great uumber of crooked, narrow 
streets to be made wide and straight. The build- 
ings are of a light-gray colored sandstone, much 
taller than the great bulk of the buildings in 
London, and, as a general thing, are five to seven 
stories high, counting the mansard or attic story. 
I have scarcely seen a brick building in the entire 
city. This cream-colored stone is almost entirely 
used, and the atmosphere being so much clearer and 
freer from fogs and smoke than in London, the 
stone does not turn to adull black or brown, as 
there. This stone is quite soft when taken from 
the quarries, and cuts easily, but upon exposure to 
the sun and weather becomes hard. 

The city is laid off peculiarly, there being many 
general centers or places from which the streets 
radiate in all directions, like rays or the spokes of a 
wheel. There are very few streets that run in one 
direction for any great distance, and it is therefore. 
fur more difficult to learn the streets and points of 
compass than in other cities, especially as the names 
of the streets are so outlandish to one who cannot. 
speak a word of French. There are no crooked 
streets in any part of the city I have seen, but very. 
few of the corners are right angles, and no attention 
is paid to points of compass. The streets of Paris 
are like Daniel Webster—they “ know no north, no 
south, no east, no west," but they know how to run 
straight and to be wide and beautiful. There isa 
great uniformity in them, one looking just as fine as 
another, if not more so. This spontaneity of beauty 
and exterpal appearance helps to bewilder a stranger 
and cause all the streeta to look alike to him. The 
fronts of the buildings are. beautiful, mamy of 
them are carved with exquisite skill, and the public 
buildings are profusely supplied with statuary of 
royal characters, warriors, marshals, eminent states- 
men, scientists, authors, poets, and artiste, as well as 
Grecian and Roman divinities, heroes, and myths. 
A great deal of stone in Paris has been finely hewn 
"E ghiseled into human shape, Jt is perfectly 


fountains, the public buildings, and all the places of 
general resort, are supplied with beautiful statuary 
with a munificence that can only be understood by 
being seen. SE 
The fronts of some of the buildings are orna- 
mented extensively with gold. No expense has 
apparently been spared to make the city the finest 
of all the cities on the globe. The streets ate evenly 
and splendidly paved, aad carriages roll over them 
as smoothly as upon a barn floor. The pavement is 
pretty evenly divided between true and even blocks 
of stone and the asphalte, a species of concrete 
cemented together with hot coal-tar and pitch, This 
kind of pavement appears à perfect success here, 
and is remarkable for its smoothness, It Seems, 
also, to be very durable, far excelling, in this re- 
speot, the attempts made with asphaltum pavement 
in America. also bear evidence that the streets of 
Paris are kept very clean for so large a city. I learn 
all the principal streets at this time of the year are 
cleaned every night. MM Se 
The stores aré rich and attractive. The goods are 
tastefully arranged in the show windows and other- 
wise, and show a richness and exquisiteness of qual- 
ity. Almost everything is of French manufacture 
and of good quality. Watches,’ jewelry, pictures, 
views, photographs, fancy goods, ete., seem to be in 
larger proportion than with us. Both Londen and 
Paris are extremely well supplied with watch and 
jewelry stores ; very many large, elegant show-win- 
dows are half full of beautiful watches, gold.chains, 
and gold‘ornaments. They all ‘speak emphatically, 
This is a golden age. If the Paris stores are not as 
large as in New York ‘and many American cities, I 
am compelled to admit that they are neater and more. 
tastefully arranged. It is a perfect museum to walk 
leisurely along many of the boulevards and view the 
show-windows and take some account of stock of the 
richness thus displayed. A large proportion of the 
shopkeepirg or elerking is done by women, and I 
judge it is very well done indeed. If'one only had 
lots of money and could. parley vous with these 
French shopkeepers, it would be pleasant to patron- 
ize the Parisian clerks extensively. |l am afraid, 
however, that there is too much truth in the state- 
ment that the shopkeepers of Paris are disposed to 
take advantage of. poor, unsophisticated Americans, 
and charge them more for what they buy than their 
own people. .A ‘Frenchman looks upon an American 
sight-seer as his lawful prey, and he holds it right. to 
get all the francs out' of him possible. Their con- 
sciences are very elastic in this direction, and as a 
matter of fact I am not sure that it has been fully 
demonstrated that a French shopkeeper has such a 
thing as conscience about him. ` T D 
The changes in counting money in passing from ` 
one country to another is a constant perplexity to 
the uninitiated. In England it was pounds, shillings, 
and pence, with sovereigns, crowns, etc.. As when 
a boy I used to cipher in sterling money, the English 
circulating medium was not difficult to understand. 
The shilling is the greatest sum of convenience. A 
pound is so much money that it seems too much for 
poor people to use with fréquency. In Paris you 
hear nothing about pounds, shillings, and pence, and 
the circulating medium becomes francs and cen- 
times. A franc is nearly twenty cents of American 
money, and is the great measure ‘of value here. 
Gold pieces of twenty francs, called Napoleons, are 
very common, bat in stating amounts they’ are 
scarcely ever used. The centime is the hundredth 
part of a franc, but they have no coin so small as to 
represent it, or at least I have seen none of them. 
The smallest coin I have seen is sou, or five centimes. 
The one and two sou pieces are copper, and are of 
the value of one or two cents with us. In réckoning 
money the sous are not used half' so often as cén. 
times. Their decimal is easily understood; seventy- 
five centimes is three-fourths of a franc, or fifteen 
cents of our money. One soon becomes familiar with 
it. Half-francs—silver pieces—are of the, value of 
our dimes. Two franc and five frane pieces (dollars) 
are much used. The Bank of France. issues paper 
money not nearly as pretty as ours, but it seemsto be 
little used in ordinary small trade ; gold, silver, and 
copper are the principal circulating mediums, and itis. 
almost astonishing to realize what slippery stuff it 
is, and how readily it gets away with iteelf. Out. 
here it is very much as it is in our’ own country, 
hard to keep. The French dealers will not take 
American money, and do not like to take the En- 
glish, so in coming here we found it necessary to 
get our money exchanged, and the same will be 
necessary when. we pass from here into Germany 
and Switzerland. = ^-^ l i A 
Street cars, called tram cars, five hundred in 
number, are not quite so much of an institution in 
Paris as in New York, though more than in London, 
where they are not permitted in the city proper, In 
Paris they traverse the city considerably, but nót to 
the same extent as with us. The street cars are 
very heavy and bave two stories, the deck being 
quite as much used as the lower story. It is the 
same with the omnibuses or stages, seven hundred 
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that as a class they are very modest, more n ate | of France, the Invalides, the Observatory, and other|up m fin BIND ERE ON ie cop ode Aore, I held 
was led to expect from accounts ics : ^ud I| publie institutions. It was he who made the Boule- wanted Tos to let the seller know how many I 
think well of th e Parisian ladies. eard. I vards public promenades. In his reign the beautiful | let tlie. E: dies duis franc piece in payment and 
iit nd cold barbe may bé bed di aves public palace and. park at Versailles were construot- | pleased E oe le give back such change as she 
Paris, at prices varying from half a FU aed et Pp ante " pot entitled to much credit for Then I wished to ia : Pn doe Dy aomen 
rano; towels and soap extra. Soa; ; ing greatly to the beauty of Paris, for restori i y face toward the Louvre 
: l nished in the hotels, P ditis tie mek ie much of the damage done during the Revolution, pad a p dm of all places. When I saw a 
|; AOK aée-ertra. "lord are -many Bxoella ge les, | for projecting many public works, and for enlarging dared to id 115. countenance, and to whom I 
| ming bathe for ladies and gentleman 5. swim- | the „Place du Carrousel and the Louvre. To him | hat, and tarsi al, oe approach him, raise my 
Seine, The charges of admission to these F river Paris is indebted for the magnificent Arc de Tri-| of TPR id spea the word Louvre with a sort 
establishments vary between twenty ned ur a the ed Vendome, several handsome|I wished ior AA Tou at n end e it, to imply that 
one franc. Swimmi i bridges across the seine and the designi : e it was. My pronunciati 
ERAS ng dresses, towels, soap, eto., | ifold undertakings subsequently sed bre Coi: Misti ie ie ce he a word in the entire 
The cafés of Paris are an institution of themsel siderable was also done to beautify Paris in the rectly Siri, srt an American can speak cor- 
They are daily and almost hourly the resort of aiti. K Soleo I KA Bat, as observed, to Louis | prebend my wodblos uten : " pae es ear 
zens and strangers. They abound in aM enact -|N eon III. a still greater meed of praise is due; | ingly, Z Porph inued to say appeal- 
: 2. f|his was such an fi : ;|ingly, Louvre. Some of the more ast i 
the city, especially.on the boulevards i ^ ers : h an era of improvements as Paris had | hearted comprehended ; stute and kind- 
le city, f | ; ile Š he desire of 
Videst and most gay and beautifu] are uc the | never known before. He made away with all that |I wi MALTA e of my heart, that 
| beautifu, : f remained of “ Old Paris," wished to find the Louvre, and 
the cafés are fitted up with spl Bee " ld Paris,” and replaced by superb irectione— ; giro me tha pen- 
of what we see in Adok O uc Pura Rip the dingy alleys and tuiseribla BON Abe praese a tine able io a d 
ladies to assist in attending them. The cafés furni ets that previously existed. He restored, en- d inimi gable to understand 
) af v ! . urnish | lareed, and beautified al ; d, en- |a wor of the inimitable French, I could onl 
coffee, tea, or wine, as desired, with the viands th ged, ed almost every publie building | the di ; $ ? uld only take 
à dd ro ey|and place. He constructed i p direction they pointed to and go on till I ra 
prepare. Stronger liquors may doubtless be had , ed new bridges wherever|of instructions, when I d n out 
but wine is the great beverage here and is used ad, | they were required, and opened all of them free to | another kind-hearted a eerie diera 
freely. he cheapness of the ordinar ged most | the public. He remodeled and repaired every build- igh ried person, woman or man, as the 
eely. : | y qualities of | ing that was defeoti d y. case might he, It seemed to me they ga 
wine is very noticable. A quart of vin ordinaire i 3 defective, an really made Paris the/jflicting direotione—th : y gave me con- 
furnished at the moderate-priced cafés at 1 f e is | most attractive city in the world. ent wa a Vader d pointed m difer- 
| : : : . ys, and I pursued devious ways, b 
eee tla deve set Di Parl wih ranc.| Much of all this was marred in the terrible days|I reached ways, but at length 
: out the| that followed. the. i Á ) ays | I reached the haven of rest I was looking f It i 
"wine bottle to every set of four persons, and e invasion of the Prussians ten|probably ab : g for. Itis 
1 ter vearsa aco, Forfi T probably about a mile and a half from the pl 
18 seldom drank at the table unless with wa N y £ = ve months the hated Teutons had started f b i i n P a99 I 
I wine in| possession of the hills which sun 1 : d from, but owing to the multiform directi 
equal quantity. Everybody, men, women, and chil po h the; : which surround Paris, and|in which the streets run, the diversi , ions 
dren, drink wine, and that &everal times through the with their huge seige guns they could have made I received d ina del S aera O08 
2 : the | Paris a h f rui As i : : received, and my stupidity in understanding th 
day. I hav noticed ladies whe through tie] Taria ea dbi dut it was, their shot did not|I T thori 
Oey. new do boidlein thelr aa n aa desinis IET rn be opportune treaty of peace Elam sure T walked thre rein halle, ps a the 
resort to it as openly as we would Gat an apple orl inhabi estruction. of the city, and her|through miles of its resplend qua cun 
ent l : ? l t galleries of paint- 
each. And yet I do mot think I have "Pl or | inhabitants from starvation. Her supplies of the |ings, statua ü respiendent g paint 
E E cte n a|very commonest material for byead soe ry, antiquities, and innumerable curiosi- 
ruüken person in Paris, or one who seemed e y ial for byead and horse flesh | ties, and being wearied in m 
slightly intoxicated, The people ar ven | were exhausted, and ahe was compelled to surrender | seated m 1 ore Ways kan, ono hed 
Wine, but they do not ont m ned one ee des to her hated oppressors. But the wars of Paris were |lies Y had sadi thar eee s he ue hors 
common’ to see twenty or ingre tableg and chai Mon ended. The Commune was proclaimed op aon and Linton arrived vit = w id Ta Raw- 
sitting on thesi dewalk in EE and unr hg 1871, and once moreasiege was sustained, [them with all the dignit i aoad iind 
wine houses, at shieh eoniiemen and là pem i ies is time from a Frengh army. After more}under the circumstances RA d told th command 
quas their wine and eat their cakes as openly as ie pe tile months at bborn resistance the Communists ‘examined the Louvre was much leased m d 
LEER eal or EE qusc eem 
Water. It is not an unus ] thi to: UN 2x lacked walls for years afterward |u on. Th ; : 
Pack ffty or one hundred 5u ‘ ies u Ried pa be poe gm ieee to ae ae Jordic For a had given o^ a Cue. hay bod the b med ad 
2 ams, » ce relapsed into their old fury of i ioi 3 D 
1793, omen aud children paraded the Recte, a guide, iu e dL my steps with. 
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Some Bible * Facts.” 


í ; Hatirax, N. 8., Aug. 29, 1880 

To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: As we 
both are truth seekers and free thinkers, only in different 
directions, pardon my addressing you. I happgned to get 
hold of a copy of your paper one Sunday morning by the 
merest chance from a friend who is a subscriber to it. I 
hav had the loan of several copies of it, and now wish to 
write.a few words for mutual information. 

Frederick the Great once asked his chaplain for a proof 
of divine inspiration or revelation. "The chaplain replied, 
* Tre dews, your majesty.” Now, brother Bennett, I want 
to rsk yor, and all your brethren and sistere, my question or 

uestions, which are open to ali to answer, it, them, or me. 

he Israelites, to the number of seventy souls, or living 
ersons—breathing frames, the word soul in the Hebrew 
anguage simply meaning a living, breathing frame, com- 
posed of flesh, blood, bones, sinews, nerves, breath, or 
everything that constitutes man—emigrated to Goshen, in the 
land of Egypt, where they increased to a very great multi- 
tude. There is no denying this fact, or facts, for facts are 
stubborn things; even & single fact is a stubborn thing to 
contend with. They were driven out of Egypt in great 
haste after celebratiug the Pasch or Passover; and under the 
leadership of Moses, or the first Washington, came down to 
the brink of the Red Sea, flanked with mountains. If Iam 
not mistaken, from the geography of the country, the sea 
before them, and & hostil enemy in hot pursuit, no corp3 of 
engineers to throw pontoon bridges over the waters, this 
was a very trying situation. for Moses to be in with a help- 
less multitude; but the Israelites had a general with them 
equal to the emergency. Hn avant ! (forward) aud the order 
was obeyed, both in the spirit and in the letter. The Israel- 
ites passed over—how they got over I shall not say—but the 
Egyptians were drowned. You can no more deny this than 
the landing of the Pilgrim Fathers upon the barren rocks of 
Plymouth, on December 21, 1620. With the utmost respect 
to your brethren and sisters, 1 defy and challenge refutation, 

The Jews exist to this very day. They were fed in a re- 
markabie manner. r 
desert, and they could not receive supplies or renewals from 
the adjacent countries, The provisions they brought with 
them out of Egypt were soon exhausted, and the ‘‘ manna,” 
or ‘‘ what is it,” Lhe name they gave it, ceased on the morrow 
after they had eaten of the old corn of the land of Canaan, 
that year, A potor omer of the manna or angels’ food was 
preserved as au evidence or witness for future generations, 
and never putrefied nor bred worms—the punishment of 
disobedience of orders, That which was ordered to be kept 
unti] the Sabbath day did not putrefy nor breed worms— 
the result of obedience of orders. The Israelites did not fast 
forty years like Dr. Tanner fasted forty days. 

Brother Bennett, how will your brethren and sisters deny 
or disprove these facts ; the Jews are a living proof of it to 
this very day. You might as well deny that the Yankees 
eat brown bread, pork, and beans, as to try to deny that the 
Hebrews ate manna and quail in the wilderness, I only wish 
I could shake hands with you upon the subject, and I would 
become 8 Freethinker myself according to your own view or 
yiews, for I ara totally disgusted with the Christianity of 
the nineteenth century. Both church and state are rotten, 
With us it is fiddle to me and I will dance to you. Rogues 
preach, and fools believe. I entertain nothing but the 
most supreme, unmitigated, and ineffable contempt for the 
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and their Christianity was abolished and declared an im- 
posture, and death an eternal sleep. Their eucharist or sac- 
rament, the real body and blood of their cannibal view of 
the subject, rammed down the throats of donkeys or asses, 
the fit and proper place for it. You will pardon me for say- 
' ing that I am a firm believer in thesimple elements of bread 
' and-wine as a keepsake or a memento delivered by the great 
philosopher to his followers—8a sort of a first declaration of 
independence that he came as a mighty reformer to reform 
the Jewish state, politically and ecclesiastically, especially 
a8 I accord to you and your brethren and sisters equal 
rights and privileges. GEORGE FITZ. 
i . t r 
REPLY.—Our friend seems to think he has propounde? 
; Some *: posers ” for the consideration of Infidels, but it does 
‘not seem ġo tous. Frederick the Great must hav been very 
“easily satisfied if he accepted his chaplain's proof. How 
i the fact that dew gathers on leaveg and grass proves a divine 
' revelation is what we, skeptical heretic that we are, cannot 
i see. Dew is a natural phenomenon, and no more proves 
| that God wrote the Bible than does thé fact that water runs 
' down hill. When we see water of its own accord run up 
hill we will look around for the cause of the miracle, but dew 
‘is no miracle, any more than rain. When the temperature of 
i the atmosphere is lowered to a given point a quantity of aque-. 
ous vapor is set free and forms what is called dew. Vegetable 
i fibers are radiators of heat, and are cooled soonest, conse- 
' quently the dew is deposited upon them first. It is a natural 
‘phenomenon, easily explainable, and known to every 
schoolboy. It does not by any means prove that the Red 
Sea divided and let the Israelites over dry-shod, while the 
pursuing Egyptians were drowned. : 

Just how these Israelites did get over, our friend does not 
like to say, but heiig very certain that the Egyptians got 
drowned. These points he dares us to deny and: refute. 
Now, with all deference to his ipse dicit, we do deny 
them. We are just so perverse.. Our friend finds in an 
old book a very improbable story, supported: by no out- 
side evidence, and then saysit is undeniable and challenges 
us to deny it. Itseems to usthat the common sense rule 
would be for him to prove that it is so, . He, or his Bible, 
; makes the assertion ; let him and his Bible prove it. 

Seventy people went into Egypt, staid there 215 years, and 
when they came out had 600,000 men of war, counting all 
the different branches of arms in the service. . This necessi- 
tated a population of something. over 3,000,000, which is, 
our friend must allow, an unprecedented increase. Since 
the Revolution the population of thia country has doubled 
about four times. To do this it has drawn hundreds o, 
thousaads from the older countries. 'The Hebrews did not 
gain any from foreign immigration, being sort of auti-Chi- 
nese people, yet they had. 42,859 and a fraction times as 
many people in 215 years as they started with. After a 
hundred years the United States has only about 18 times as 
many as it started with, Statistics, which we believe it is 
admitted are a little more accurate now tha» in the time of 
Moses, show that population, ünder the most favorable cir- 
cumstances, doubles about once in 25 years. According to 
all decent ciphering, at the end of 215 years they would hav 
had 28 672 people, or 571,328 less than the number of 


clergy of ell denominations, Catholics hav burnt Protest- 
ants, and Protestants hav burnt Catholics, and then called 
it auto da fé, an act of faith. Jesus Christ, as a phiiosopher, 
viewing him in that light, and his twelve disciples, never 
did burn any one who did not agree with them. Witness 
the horrible massacre of St. Bartholomew. The saint must 
hav been very fond of blood when the priests ran through 
the streets with a crucifix in one hand and a dagger in the 
other to encourage the murderers to more blood and mur- 
der. Look at the capture of Beziers. ** Kill all !" was the 
command; and the Catholics as well as the Protestants were 
all ‘put to the sword, the cry being, '' The Lord will know 
his own.” Look at the martyrdom of John Rogers by 
Queen Mary, commonly termed the bloody Mary. The 
spot is marked where the old hero perished. Look at the 
martyrdom of Michael Servetus by John Calvin, sometimes 
termed the Robespierre of Geneva, and yet both Catholics 
and Protestan's cry, ‘‘Our holy religion,” and hav the cheek 
and assurance and impudence to ask us to join their blood- 
thirsty systems and unholy organizations, We hope they do 
‘not’ think we are fools and rogues like themselvs, Our 
clergy, with a few honorable exceptions, are the most 
greedy for money of any of the professions; and it will be a 
glorious day for the human f:mily when their accursed sys. 
tem shall be swept from the earth and secular creed become 
the order of the day. Equality, liberty, and fraternity will 
then be triumphant, and the great desideratum for the 
afflicted sons and daughters of our race shall at last hay be- 
come realized, and crowd human nature’s temple gates 
with songs of prayer and praise, The wisdom of the clergy, 
which is only folly, will be proved false. 

The great French Revolution of 1793 was one of the 
noblest attempts on the part of the people to disenthral the 
public mind. The French army having returned’ from 
America to Europe, soon manifested itself as an American 
party in French politics. The kingdom was overthrown 
and a republic established. Seven titles or orders of nobility 
were abolished and the reign of terror was established, One 
good act they did to the descendanta of the Houghnots, or 
Huguenots, who had been most cruelly massacred in the civil 
wars. The National Assembly, having repudiated their 
former name of the States General, or the three estates of 
the kingdom, declared all Frenchmen who were not Catho- 
lies to be eligible to all offices, civil, military, and naval, 
This was only sn act of justice to the heirs of their murdered 
ancestors and brothers-in-arms, who had fought for liberty, 
equality, and fraternity in the war of the Dragonades, The 
cruelties, sufferinge, and hardships endured on that occa.. 
sien will always liv in the memory of Frenchmen as a fear- 
fu] memento of bygone days of kingly tyranny and priestly 
rule. I hav stood at my mother’s knee and heard her talk- 
ing.of the reign of terror. The people addressed à pamphlet 
containing an alarming and spirited address to the inhabi- 
tants of Great Britain, entitled, ‘‘ Popery Always the Same,” 
which Voltaire, the brilliant Frenchman, and his school of 
philosophy, had been endeavoring to overthrow and destroy. 
The church miscalled it Christianity, jus; as if the philos- 
ophy of Jesus Christ and his followers—I am only speaking 
of Jesus Christjand his followers as historical characters—had 
the remotest affinity to that of Sodom and Gomorrah or 
Egypt. The chapels or churches were shut up; the super- 


atition of the day was abolished, The clergy were destroyed hosts of Pharaoh having been drowned by a merciful God, | 


the men of war. When the Jews counted noses—and a 
Hebrew nose is so easily counted that we shouldn't think 
the district enumerators could hav made mistakes—there 
were 22,273 first-born males. Now in Massachusetts the 
females exceeded the males by some 45,000, so we will say 
there were as many first-born females as males, which would 
make the number 44,546 first-born children. Naturally 
there were as many mothers as first-born children. If there 
were only that many mothers, each one, to get up a popula- 
tion of 3,000,000, must hav borne 67 children and a fraction 
apiece. As the child-bearing period in a woman’s life only 
extends over about 30 years, they must hav borné a child 
once in a little less than six months, and kept it up steadily 
for 30 yeare, which woulé be very trying to their health. 
Now, having got all these people, who were kept slaves to 
the Egyptians, the Lord, through Moses, undertook to get 
out of Egypt. Ho had a'good deal of trouble with Pharaoh, 
whose heart he hardened, to get him to let them start, and 
some remarkable feats of.prestidigitation were performed, 
Perhaps our friend will challenge us to deny that these mir- 
acles were worked, but still we do. We do not believe that 
a stick was ever changed into & serpent, and more proof than 
we hav at hand will be necessary to convince us that the rod 
Aaron cast down before Pharaoh became a snake, Butone 
night they got out of their beds—3,000,000 of them—and took 
all the jewelry and raiment they could lay their hands on, and 
started, with their flocks and herds, wbich were so numer. 
ous that at one time they sacrificed 150,000 Jamba. Although 
all the horses had been killed, Pharaoh, when he awoke in 
the morning and found them gone, took 600 chariots and 
went after them. How he expacted to bring back 3,000,000 


of the people, or overcome 600,000 men of war with 600 | 


chariots is not explained by holy writ. The Hebrews must 
hav been the greatest cowards alive to let him do it. 
But they were afraid and cried out to Jehovah io protect 
them. And right here comes in the wonderful feat which 
we are dared to deny. The Lord divided the Red Sea and 
the waters stood up like a wall. The Israelites went over, 
and the Egyptians, on attempting to follow, were drowned. 
This, our friend says, there is no more occasion to doubt 
than that the Pilgrim Fathers landed in this country. We 
wonder if he depends for his proof upon the story that & 
sailor once lost his anchor in the Red Sea by its getting foul 
| of one of Pharaoh's chariot Wheels, The wheel was never 
brought to light, but the story is all there is to corroborate 
the scripture. If there is any more evidence we respectfully 
call upon our friend to bring it forth, otherwise we imagin 
the story will still be doubted, 

Now the Jews, having increased from seventy to three 
| Millions, having got out of Egypt with their neighbors’ 
jewelry and clothing, having got across the Red Sea, the 
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having got through all these difficulties, were in the wilder- - 
ness with nothing to eat-and only bitter water to drink. 
But ‘it came.to pass in the morning the dew Jay around 
about the camp; and when the dew that lay was’ gone, 
behold, upon the face of the wilderness lay a small round 
thing, small as the hoar-frost upon: the ground. And 
Moses said. unto them, this is the bread which the Lord hath 
given you to eat.” And then for forty years, as some say, 
the Jews had manna for breakfast, dinner, and supper. It 
must hav been a monotonous. diet, as bad as Beecher's 
* bread and water for breakfast, water and bread for din- 
ner, and good bread and. water for supper." . After a while 
the Jews ‘‘ kicked " and called for-meat. So the Lord sent 
them quail on toast—at least he.sent them quails, and Moses 
could easily hav got.the toast. They had the quails for a 
month, but they got sick of them, for while they were eat- 
ing them God struck them with a plague, Our friend says 
the Jews lived on manna and quails, but it seems, according 
to the only authority on the subject, that to say they died on 
them would be nearer the truth, for the Lord, after promis- 
ing them a land flowing with milk and honey, fed them. on 
dry manna, stinking quails, with bitter water to drink, till 
they died. If the Lord keeps his promis, of heaven no bet- 
ter than he did that of the promised land, the Christians, 
after wandering through the world, will, like the. tramps 
from Egypt, hav to leave their bones in the wilderness with 
noné but the Gentiles to giv them burial. . And we would 
like to get a glimpse of that omer of manna which was 
préserved a8 a witness for future generations, Where is that 
omer now ? if it is not irreverent to inquire. me 
` Wedo not think it necessary to believe all these mon- 
strous absurdities, In fact, we cannot believe them, To, be 
the chosen people of, God was national misfortune for the 
Jews, All sorts of punishments were visited upon them. 
No one who reads the Pentateuch can help feeling that it is 
untrue, Such impossible things are recorded, so much that 
is horrible is written, that-we cannot find itin our nature to 
accept it. It is repulsiv to‘ our heart and répugnant to our 
reason... There is nothing outside of it-te support it, and 
within itself it falls to the ground. One chapter destroys 
the preceding one, and almost every verse givs the ‘lie to 
another, It is false in-all its explanations and theories, If 
such a character as Moses ever lived, it is impossible for him 
to hav ever written it. No man ever wrote an account of 
his own funeral, and no man ever accurately described 
events that. occurred a few hundred years after his own 
death. The man who wrote the book of Joshua could hav 
known little of astronomy, and the writer of Genesis cannot 
be called a strictly scientific person.. The Old Testament is 
8 crystallization of barbarous ignorance ; the New the out- 
come of an aspiration for a better life common to all people. 
It is not original, and is no improvement on systems hun- 
dreds of years older. It is unsatisfactory, illogical, and 
some of it bears internal evidence of having been written: by. 


men who had gone stark staring mad by dwelling. on.their . 


future prospects. If Aaron did change a stick into a serpent 
—which he didn’t—it would not prove that Christ waa -be- 
gotten by the Holy Ghost, or that the world was made in 
six days. A shower of quails—which never occurred—does 


not prove the reality of heaven, the existence of hell, or. 


that a merciful God ever perpetrated such monstrous bar- 
barities as are recorded inthe Bible. And last of all, our; 


Nová Scotian friend's affirmation is not by any meang con- 
clusiv evidence that the wonders told of the flight from . 


Egypt ever took place. The impossibilities. of the story 
stamp it a lie, and all Christendom—aided by all the com 
mentators who ever wrote—cannot make it appear other 
wise.—-Ep, T, 8. j 
———— —— d .€————— — 


Rev. J. H. Burnham. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: ‘Permit 
me, through your paper, to speak a good word for the cause 


of Liberalism by calling attention to the services and abilities. 


of Rev. J. H. Burnham, of Saginaw City, Mich, This act 
of justice to him and the good cause I hav long meditated. 
I believe in my very soul no abler advocate ever stepped 
upon the rostrum, and when H., L, Green wrote a short time 
ago that in his judgment Mr. Burnham was the equal of 
Ingersoll, he said what thousands in Michigan will testify 


to who hav heard both.. His researches in science and’ his- 


tory he has pushed to the uttermost. He goes to the bot. 


tom of: every subject he handles, startling his audienée with 


the originality of his thought and methods; moving them by 
the power of his logic and.eloquence, like the great master 
thet heis: No man or woman who loves knowledge, pu- 
rity, and truth can listen to Mr. Burnham and not: be pro- 
gressiv. He has helped me more to sort and sift my educa- 
tion, get rid of. more errors, and helped me to more real 
progressiv knowledge:than any man I hav ever met. . 

‘The title of “ Rev.” still clings to him because of his 
connection with the church years ago; the creeds, dogmas, 
bigotry, superstition, hatred of progressiv truth, and black 
bloody history of which (the church) he loathes and-spurns 


with all the powers of,his great heart. Mr. Burnham is too 
diffident. . He lacks those peculiar gifts which would: bring . 
him to the front as a great lawyer. With all the shrinking : 


sensitivness of a child, with a heart ever overflowing with 
sympathy, kindness, and love, yet possessing the wonderful 


attainments of the great scholar and orator, he moves in.the. 


world above all suspicion, loved and respected by all who 
know him. Mr. Burnham should no longer be cooped up 
in Michigan. His loyalty and love for family and, home 
must no longer be permitted to hold him within the narrow 
circuit which he has hitherto so ably filled. If the Liberal 
public knew him as I do, he would be compelled to compete 
with Ingersoll before his grand audience for the high honors 
and laurels which he now so imperially wears. 

One object of this article is to call attention to the singu- 
lar course taken by the Lansing Republican in reference to 
Mr. Burnham during the camp-meeting just held at Lan- 
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Sing. That paper gave a daily report of the meeting, and 
its reporter, a Mr, Clark, persisted in reporting Mr. Burn- 
ham’s remarks and speeches just the reverse of what he 
said, and "when expostulated with gave the most trivial, 

evasiv, and unsatisfactory reasons for his course. It was 
exceedingly annoying to Mr. Burnham and his friends. I 
regard it as a piece of newspaper impertinence which 
should not go unrebuked. Mr. Burnham is theoretically a 
Spiritualist, although he never yet has proclaimed his belief. 
Practically he is not a convert, because he as yet lacks 
the personal evidence. He says, ‘‘I would be glad to know 
it is true.” His labors are confined to the dethroning of the 
God of orthodoxy and the promulgation of science. 

. Lowell, Mich. , E. A, CHAPMAN. 


case, natural or educed, the most earnest advocate of crema- 
tion would shrink from the consequences and giv the sub- 
ject in all cases the benefit of the doubt. 
' After this circumstantial statement, the issue in few 
words is human life vs, cremation, and must remain so until 
it can be made certain beyond the possibility of mistake 
that the apparent dead are really so and not in trance or tor- 
por. The growth of science may remove this objection to 
cremation, but for the present, and until a perfected philos- 
ophy of life and death hav so educated the doctor, the sur- 
geon, and other experts, to say nothing of the “common 
people,” the question that heads these few lines must be 
answered in the negativ, and all the more as art, science, 
and the ‘‘ law” hav each something to urge against crema- 
tiod as a general custom, Of these anon. Fraternally, | 
Chelsea, Mass. ' J. H. W. Tconxx. 
s ee 


Bible in the Schools. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Allow me 
to call the attention of Liberals to the following plan which 
we hav adopted to suppress the Bible and religious iustruc- 
tion in our public schools. It isan outrage upon our rights 
to compel our children to receive instruction against our 
wishes in the Christian superstition, and the Only consistent 
way for us is to call on the government to make good its 
pledges of equal rights. This government is the supreme 
power and will be till the Christians get God in the Consti- 
tution, and then good-by liberty, justice, and all our fore- 
fathers fought for one hundred. years ago. 

Christians are bound to steal away our rights, and we 
must not forget, when such cut-throats are around, that 
‘eternal vigilance is the price of liberty." We published 
the following cards, one in last week’s Journal, the other in 
‘this, and hav now received a proposition to hav the Bible 
read to those who desire it out of the regular sehool hours. 
A good beginning, Liberals. Go thou and do likewise. 

‘Lowell, Mich. | E. A, ORAPMAN. 

: A CARD. ; 

- Editor Lowell Journal: The following will explain why 
the question in reference to the use of bibles and the prac- 
tice of religious ceremonies, which was laid on the table 
one year ago, waa not called up at the annual school meet- 
ing Monday night : 

We, the Liberals of Lowell, hav ascertained on the very 
best authority that it is a violation of law and the Constitu- 
tion of our government to make religion a branch of study 
in our public schools contrary to the wishes of any individ- 
ual ,who pays taxes and isa citizen of the United States. 
The Constitution guarantees equal rights, both civil and re- 
ligious, and no.law ever has been or can be establiehed 
which will permit government employees or any other indi- 


they get old enough to decide for themsevs. Teach them to 
be pure and ‘‘do right;" develop their reason, giv them 
knowledge, and then they will be able to choose the right 
without adopting the errors. ‘Do right" is the religion 
that should be taught in our public schools. Ifall would 
harmonize with this grand principle, this world would be 
far better. : Jesus Christ taught it, Ingersoll teaches it, and 
it should satisfy allfriends and followers of the “Golden 
Rule.” All we ask is justice. We giv all we ask. We 
would deprive no one of their rights. We are doing a8 we 
would bedone by; &nd knowing that we are right, that this 
government will sustain us, with ''malice toward none" 
and friendship and. justice for all, we again announce our 
fixed determination to hav this matter settled, and for all, by 
the tribunals of this government. Few people know that 
fifteen minutes of each day amounts to one twentieth of the 
entire school term. Yet it is a fact, and we think, when the 
matter has been duly considered, no one will be so unjust as 
to require this of our children against our wishes. 
Many LIBERALS, 
ee 
* What Is Thought?” 

To THE EDITOR oF Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Ina recent 
number of Tux TRUTH SEEKER I noticed an article with 
the above heading from the pen of our good Bpiritual friend 
E. A. Chapman, whose articles on Liberalism I think are 
sound in the main, while his essays on Spiritualism are less 
interesting to me, though Tread them-all, Modern Bpirit- 
ualism, like other isms, is taken by me for just what it is 
worth, and no more. I was a student in this school for 
about ten years, but failing to find anything in it that was a 
help to me, I dropped it, as I did my faith in the Christian 
scheme of salvation—though I think now that Spiritualism 
is a good long step out of that old superstition. What we 
want, it seems to me, is more unfoldment of thought from 
the region of causality and comparison; in other words, 
from the intellectual powers in front. Not that I would 
wish to undervalue spirituality, veneration, snd hope, on 
top, but if we don’t bring them under the leadership of 
those faculties in front of them they will most surely lead 
us into the fog. Therefore in order to build up to ourselvs 
2 good, sound, healthy, and intelligent manhood, on which 
to base our Liberalism, we must think and reason for our- 
selvs individually, and thus get knowledge, and then be 
wise in the use we make of that knowledge ; and this is the 
direct road to human progress and human happiness and a 
broader Liberalism. 

But to return to my text—What is thought ? Our friend 
Chapman says thought is simply a manifestation of intelli- 
gence. I guess our friend Chapman must look over this 
subject again, and see if he will not find that thought is 
simply a function of the brain, and always comports with 
the faculties that gave it birth. If it has ita parentage in 
the intellectual, then, to the extent that those faculties hav 
been cultivated and unfolded, the thought will be a mani- 
festation of intelligence, and no further. If they hav their 
origin in and from the back brain they may be everything 
else but intelligent. And so of the various divisions of the 
brain. Much of friend Chapman’s thought, when writing 
on Spiritualism, has its parentage in those faculties I hav 
spoken of in the top head, without those in front being con- 
sulted sufficiently, 

We will agree with Mr. Chapman that thought is not sub- 
stance. Now comes his next proposition, that ''intelli- 
gence is always. identified with, therefore a part of, sub- 
stance.” Is this indeed true, that intelligence is sub- 
stance—that ie, matter—or is it truly and properly speaking 
a property of substance or matter ?—the same as he says of 
walking, that it is a manifestation of the physical man, and 
is not substance. 

In the winding up of this pirt. of his article he Bays : 
* We are compelled, then, to conclude that within man is 
an individualized intelligence whieh is composed of sut; 
stance, and we choose to call this the spirit, or real man; 
dwelling within its tabernacle of flesh, . '. Having now 
proved that man is a spirit, and that spirlt is substance, wo 
will now build on this, and show how the spirit manifesta 
itself or. produces thought." Now it may be that friend 
Chapman has made out his case, and proved that man is 4 
spirit, and that spirit is a substance, but we fail to see it in 
just that light. I can understand his logic in regard to 
thought being simply a manifestation of matter, and is 
nothing in and of itself. On this he reasons like a scholar, 
which I reckon he ie, and thus he has the advantage of his 
humble critic. 

We take the same position in regard to iatelligence, soul, 
spirlt, and mind that our friend does in regard to thought, 
viz., that they are sll void of matter or substance in and of 
themselvs, and like thought, as established by our friend 
Chapman, they are merely terms used to express a function 
of the brain. It is row a well-sett'ed proposition by all well- 
informed and sound thinkers that the brain is the organ of 
the mind; that mind, spirit, and soul are synonymous 
terms; and that they all mean, as far as they mean any- 
thing, simply a function of the brsiu—the same as sight 
means the function of the eye, or as hearing means the 
function of the ear, or as walking means the use of our 
lower limbs. So we can see that walking js nothing of 
itself, as our friend truly says, but simply a term of speech 


Is Cremation Best in all Cases? 


To THE EDITOR or Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sir : In common 
with many of your readers, I doubt not, I enjoyed a 
thoughtful study of an instructiv article on ** The Propri- 
eties Which should be Observed on the Occasion of Birtb, 
Marriage, and Death," in your issue of Aug. 21, 1880, and 
hasten my acknowledgments, The subject matter could 
hardly fail to interest, as the animus of the thinker and the 
logic of the writer contributed to that end, making the min- 
istrations of art and science alike necessary to the best uses 
of life and death. The outlook was critical and the anal- 
yais:practical, but the conclusion was constructiv in spirit 
and fraternal in results. 
`. In making these acknowledgments I exercise the freedom 
of a ““irüth seeker." and a:k such questions as may aid in 
bringing out the larger and more reliable conclusions of an 
ultimate philosophy, knowing that the logical sequence in 
sociology must cover all cases before there can be a social 
science broad enough and good enough to educate all 
classes of mind and to construct the usages of society. 

In the present instance I so generally approve of the con- 
clusions of ‘‘ Rusticus," on the proprieties to be observed on 
the occasion of birth and marriage that I will omit fur- 
ther notice of those departments of the essay, confining 
what follows to the answering of the question, Is cremation 
best in all cases ? realizing that what is offered will show 
plainly enough how much need there is for other methods 
then cremation in dealing with the dead. And even here 
there is so much to approve that what I offer may be 
additions rather than corrections, although I cannot at 
present see bow the ends of art and science are to be served 
by the. universal use of cremation, to say nothing of the 
saving.of human life in cases of catalepsy and trance. In 
fact; itis the weak point in all the discussions of cremation 
I hav read, that no attention or provision is given or made 


for that class of phenomena now generally known as|_., ig. 
“t trance," and that. there is such a need, I submit the fol- viduals to force against the wishes of the people the relig 


lowing brief but significant statement of facts. They were ion, Bible, or God of any sect upon ourselvs or children. 
z : ; : SR Therefore we announce itas our unalterable determina- 
originally given to the English reading public in London by | ,. iai: 
1 "m : tion to prosecute any teacher or individual who reads any 

Henry Belinaye, Esq., “Burgeon Extraordinary to Her|,. T. : Beare m E 

f ne , bible or givs instruction in any religion in our public 
RoyalHighness the Dutchess of Kent," in support of the : ; ; 
pi fee ; fe schools. We will no longer beg for rights which this gov- 
hygienic conclusion that the homes of the living should be ramen guarantees isinara OF DOWELL 
freed from the “‘effluvia of dead bodies,” a conclusion fully g g ; ' 
and forcibly made plain by the essay under review, ANOTHER CARD. 


"Mr. Belinaye says, ' Before we show that accidents of| ditor Journal: We desire through the Journal to make 
this nature (torpor? or ‘trance’) probably still occur in |a candid, respectful statement of facts and motivs in refèr- 
England, we may advert to the many instances on the con- | ence to our proposed action in the matter of imparting re- 
tinent of persons sacrificed by a premature opinion of their | Jigious instruction in our public schools. We shall try this 
being dead." question on the principles of justice and equal rights, and 

From Bruhier alone we learn the following facts : ‘‘ Out | not on the merits of any bible, sect, or creed. This govern- 
of one hundred and eighty examples of persons erroneously | ment, we believe, is the supreme power, and stands solemnly 
supposed to be dead fifty-two had been buried alive, four | pledged to protect all people of all denominations and be- 
had been opened after supposed death, fifty-two had spon-|liefs in their equal, civil, and religious rights. No man, 
taneously revived after being put into their coffins, seventy- | woman, or child is obliged to hav a religion or to indorse 
wo more discovered to be alive after having been deemed | any creed, belief, or bible. We can believe in one, all, or 
dead " (The Sources of Health and Disease in Communities, | none, as we please, and no man or power bas the right to 
étc., étc. Boston edition, 1833, p. 98). compel us or our children to accept any against our wishes. 

Bhould this statement appear to the reader more startling | The Constitution says '' no law shall ever be enacted regard- 
than convincing, an additional item from the same author- | ing the establishment of any religion.” 

‘ity may deepen conviction and suggest the need of further} There is a wide diversity of beliefs in regard to religion 
investigation. He says: “ Surgeons hav, through inadvert- | and a future existence. ‘There are many bibles and many 
ance, opened bodies which hav only parted with life on the | beliefs. The government never-has decided and never can 
application of the scalpel; this occurred to Vesalius. | decide which is right. Therefore when school boards or 
Again, in 1768, a clergyman, supposed to hav died from] teachers, who are officers and employees of this government, 
apoplexy, emitted a groan at the first incision of the knife | decide which is right, they do it without authority and 
by & surgeon deputed to investigate the cause of his death. | contrary to law. 

LaPlace, being informed of the circumstance, and asked |. The government has provided a school system in which 
what was to be done, replied,‘ Gemir et se taire (Lament and the children of all sects can be educated—Atheists, Infidels, 
conceal it).” (Ibid, p. 99.) Spiritualists, Catholics, Protestants—snd all alike pay taxes 

A full consideration of all phases of these phenomena would | for the support of the same. Three-fifths of all the taxes 
make this article longer than is desirable at present, so I fare for the support of the schools. Those who desire their 
submit this extract from the same authority by way of con- | peculiar beliefs taught should, like the Catholics, start sep- 
clusion. ‘He says: “So deeply and awfully hav some pev- | arate schools, and then the taxes should be divided. The 
ple been impressed with the horrors of premature interment | schools are a part or arm of the government; the church is 
that in one of the old imperial towns of Germany a plan has | not, and never can be, till the Constitution is changed. 
been devised and adopted as a security against this as well|James A. Garfield, in his letter of acceptance, says, '' The 
as all other evils we hav enumerated. Every person after|separation of church and state should be absolute in all 
death is carried to & well-ventilated room constructed for | matters pertaining to taxation," and that ‘‘ no public money 
that purpose near the church. The corpse is warmly cov-|should ever be appropriated for the support of sectarian 
ered and leid upon a table, the hands connected with strings | schools." 
communicating with} bells suspended in an adjacent room, | We do not want the matter of religion decided by nor 
where a watchman is constantly on duty. To insure his| for our children till they are old enough to reason and de- 
vigilance heis compelled every quarter of an hour to advance | cide for themselvs. It is unjust and not according to law 
the finger of a dial which will move only at that interval of | for our neighbors or the employees and officers of this gov- | we use to express the action of the lower limbs ; that heas- 
time. . . . Two persons were saved by this expedient” | ernment to decide for and te force upon our children their ‘ing is nothing of itself, but that it isa word we use to ex- 
(Ibid, pp. 101, 102). peculiar heliefs, against our wishes. We do not propose to | press the function of the ear ; that light 1s nothing in and 

The logical bearing of these phases of experience shows | withdraw our children from the schoole, as the Catholics | of itself, but is simply a word we use to express the function 
that we are likely-to make similar mistakes, not knowing | hav done, to keep them from being instructed in what we | of the eye. 
how to detect the presence of life where and when all re- | regard as errors. And just so with soul, spirit, and mind; they are al? 
semblances unite in a 'supposed death;" and that in all] The question is not who is right or who is wrong, but it | terms we use to express the function of the brain in its dif- 
cages af '' torpor," '' trance, ? or ‘t eatalepsy, " when crema- | is right, it is justice. If we' want our children to believe | ferent unfoldments and manifestations. B. D. Moons. 
tion is used we learn our mistake only when too late to save | as the Methodists or Catholics do we will send them to their | Adrian, Mich., Sept. 1, 1880. 
the subject from suffering, or such hellish torture as waits | meetings or Sabbath-schools. Our firm belief is that they : SSS M : 
on being burned to death, With such possibilities in any | should not hav these matters decided for them. Waittill’ W.S. BELL's address is 88 Upton st., Boston, Mass. 
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them to many of the halle and rooms and oe r NATIONAL LIBERAL LEAGUE CONGRESS. 


had visited and point out many of the marvels of 
beauty and art I had so much admired. I must con- SONS 
fess, however, that I that morning had occasion to| Its Fourth Annual Meeting, Held in Chicago. 
realize and regret that my early education had been 
so much neglected that I had not been taught a 
word of French. I truly envied the little street 
urchins who knew so much more tban I did, that 
they could spin out yards of the coveted language. 
On that occasion, as well as others, I deeply sym- 
pathized with the Englishman who once upon a time 
ielded to a daring spirit of enterprise, and visited 
aris alone, without knowing a word of French, 
His sorrows were innumerable. He could find out 
nothing he wanted to, nor could he make his own 
miseries known. He many times bewailed his un- 
happy condition, and thought he must leave the 
country and go where he could understand and be 
understood. He thus mourned through the day, 
and thought many times how glad he would be could 
he only meet a person who could speak English. 
He alse bewailed his unhappy condition in the dead 
hours of the night, when nearly every thing was 
still around him, and he felt even more lonely than 
through the day. ‘ Ch,” said he ** I must leave this 
country where I čan find no person who can speak 
the English lauguage or where I can be understood; 
I must haste away to my own land, for I will surely 
die here of grief and vexation. Oh, that I could once 
again hear the English language spoken! how it 
would happify me! howit would soothe the anguish. 
of my breast! 1 must take me at once to my dearly 
loved isle, where the only language in the world 
fit to be spoken ie used. Yes, I must go where I 
ean again hear English spoken.” Just at that mo- 
ment two cats on a roof in close proximity to his 
window broke out in the unearthly concerts or social 
caterwaulings for which the feline species are noted. 
It may well be supposed it was terrible to hear ; 
but not so with that hapless man from Albion ; he 
fairly leaped with joy. “Thank God,” shouted he, 
“ there is one being in this country that can speak 
the English language. Those sounds are familiar 
to me; I have beard them before. Yes, thank God, 
there is something here that can speak English." 

I could easily hav taken a cab, said *Louvre" to the 
driver, paid him his franc and a half, and he would 
have set me down at the door, but I wished, Yankee 
fashion, to kill two. birds with one stone—reach the 
Louvre and see the city also. I accomplished my 
purpose. 


The Fourth Annual Convention of the National Liberal 
League began its labors on Friday, 17:h, at Hershey Hall, in 
accordance with a resolution adopted at the meeting held a 


ent, among whom were the Hon. Elizur Wright, of Boston; 
Parker Pillsbury, of Vermont; A. L. Rawson, of New 
York; F. F. Follett, of Rockford ; J. P. Mendum, editor 


land, New York; Mrs. Amy Post. Rochester; Mrs. Lucy 
N. Colman, Syracuse; E. C. Walker, of Iowa; J. H. 
Burnham, Detroit, Mich.; and R. C. Spencer, Milwaukee. 


to reach the city in time for a morning session, the formal 
gathering of the Convention was postponed until the after- 
noon, 

The Congress was called.to order at three o'clock in the 
afternoon by the Hon. Elizur Wright, who said : 


The hour has arrived to which the League adjourned, 
This morning I was unhappily prevented from being pres- 
ent to greet you by a detention of the train. It is a great 


the Fourtu Congress of the National Liberal League. This 
association is one of perfect human liberty. Various as our 
opinions may be on a thousand subjects, we are united here 
in a League to make practical the self-evident truths on 
which the government of our republic is founded. [Ap- 
plause ] It is for us to show that human charity of.oninion 
only can make this world worth living in. [Applause.] 

We must hav freedom of thought. On that all virtue, all 
human happiness, is founded. [Applause] The slave can 
never be happy—whether it is merely his physical frame 
that is in bondage or his soul. His mind, the center of his 
conseiousness, is really him or her, and every individual 
should hav the right of thought ; and it is for the right of 
thought that we assemble here. And the first thing for us 
to consider is to accord to others all that we ask for our- 
selves. [Applause ] I need not remind you of the great 
object tor which our League was organized, nor of the 
means by which we expect to realize that object. It is the 
separation of church and state. In nine propositions we say 
distinclly what we mean; and when we go abroad and 
meet the leaders of the political parties we present to them 
these nine propositions, every one of which is founded in 
reason, appeals to the conscience ; however we may differ 
from them or they from us in other things, on this they 
must agree with us if they are honest and free. But they 
are, unhappily, enslaved. . Mental liberty is a thing which 
is only just spreading in this country, which has only just 
budded ; and it is for us to develop the great germ till it be- 
comes an overshadowing tree. [Applause.] Ona later oc- 
casion I may wish to address you a little more at length, but 
I can't well do that until we complete our organization. 
We must hav in an assembly of thie kind some definit or- 
der or we shall not get through with our business ; we shall 
effect nothing. 

In closing, the President suggested the sppointment of 
Committees on Credentials and Business, in order that the 
‘League might know who were properly authorized dele- 
gates and proceed with whatever it had to do in an orderly, 
business-like manner. 2 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman moved the appointment of a Com- 
mittee on Credentials and Members, and that, on its report, 
the League further appoint Committees on Order of Busi- 
ness, Nomination of Officers, Platform and Resolutions, 
aud Future Business. He also moved to add to the com- 
mittees thus to be appointed the President of the League 
and ‘‘our well-known well-wisher and friend Col. Ingersoll 
[applause] as advisory member thereof." M 
: The motion prevailed, and the President appointed 
Messrs. A. L. Rawsov, H, L. Green, and F. F. Follett a 
Committee on Credentials. l 

The President said there were doubtless ladies and gen- 
tlemen present who were in the habit of addressing auxiliary 
Leagues and other assemblies in behalf of the League, and 
inquired if Mrs. Lake or Robert C. Spencer was present. 
Neither responded, 

There were loud calls for Mr. T. B. Wakeman to make a 
speech, but he declined the invitation. 


Mrs. Lucy N. Colman, of Syracuse, N. Y., hoped that the 
time would not be wasted, but that somebody would open 
the bali. She thought it impolitic for the Convention to 
Call upon her, for she was a perfect firebrand, aud always 
starting trouble, She believed the mission of the League 
was not only to proclaim freedom, but to act; not only will- 
ing to sacrifice others, but themselvs, on the altar of liberty. 
The Convention met to settle the question that men and 
women could say what they pleased and send through the 
mail just what they pleased. [Applause.] There should be 
no subject so sacred, so delicate, that men and women could 
not write upon it, and, having: written on it, they should 
hav the right to send it where they pleased. 

There was & woman present in the Convention who had 
written a book for which her publisher was put in jail, as 
was Bennett, their friend and co-worker. When the 
speaker was a girl the question of the sexual relations was 
kept concealed from ner. It was left entirely alone to the 
discussion of the men. But times had changed. Women 
were discovering these tbings because they were the mothers 
of America, and, so far as she was concerned, she would 
talk on the subject when she pleased. She had been 
mobbed, but that made no difference, She would persevere 
in the exercise of her personal liberty. Look at the jails, 
poor-houses, hospitale, and Other public institutions. ‘They 
were what the preachers called the outgrowth of Christian 
Civilization. Sbe was glad they called them Christian, and 
she hoped they were fliled with Christians. 

But a new era had come. When she wasa girl she read 
the Bible, and one text she always remembered, “‘It is not 
good for man to liv alone.” She would amend it by making 
it read: ** It is not good for men nor for women to liv alone. 
The one was necessary to the other.” She was glad that the 
laws as they existed were the work of men. She was glad 
that no woman had a hand in making them, She did not 
believe that women alone could make better laws than men, 
The experience of both was needed to make good Jaws, 


[To BE CONTINUED. | 
—————— di. ——————— 


An Appeal to the Freethinkers of Nebraska. 


The time for action has arrived. In Kansas, Iowa, and 
Colorado the Liberals are wide awake, and organizing activ 
. Leagues. In Kansas they hava Liberal organization in each 
county and a Liberal] League, while we hav but three 
Leagues in the state. Many Liberals ask, ‘‘ Of what use to 
organize Liberal Leagues?" We answer, To preserve the 
religious freedom which you now possess; to transmit to 
your children this precious liberty, which was obtained for 
you with so much difficulty ; to organize the Liberals 
jn our state while society is yet new and progressing, 
and consequently making it much easier to organize 
now than it will be after the lines hav been drawn, 
and the people hav been committed on one side or the 
other of religious questions; and to be prepared to take 
part in deliberations of the National Liberal League Con- 
gress, Which meets in Bismarck Grove, Kan., next Autumn, 


The enemies of Freethought sre well organized. They use 
your money to build churches and support their preachers ; 
they tax you to carry on a work which you believe to be de- 
moralizing ; they denounce you as Infidels, and use every 
effort to make your children as superstitious as themselvs. 
Unless we are organized they will succeed and fasten upon 
us the chains of a religious despotism. They spend time and 
money to secure control of schools, society, and politics, 

_and to make Nebraska an orthodox state. Will you wait 
till they succeed? l 
The Nationel Liberal League is engaged in separating 
church and state; guaranteeing freedom of thought and 
. speech; freeing the schools from sectarian Control; taxing 
. church property, and committing the nation to free thought, 
Do you think such a work needless? Note the attempt to 
pass a God-amendment to the Usited' States Constitu. 
tion; sectarian instruction in our public schools; the arrest 
of Freethought editors; the attempted suppression of Free- 
thought journals; the attack on the Liberal regents and pro- 
fessors Of our state University; and the rapid accumulation 
of untaxed church property. Í 
The danger from religious despotism is no imaginary, but 
real danger. Organize before it is too late. Bee your Lib- 
eral friends, and, if possible, organize a Liberal society in 
your town. All can do something toward forwarding our 
grand movement for the regeneration and up-building of 
society. Send the names of all the Liberals in your county 
to any member of the State Executiv Committee. Those 
that cannot contribute money can spend time to forward 
the movement, and vice versa. Above everything else send 
any amount from twenty-five cents upward to L. W. Bil- 
lingsly, Treasurer, to do necessary organizing work with. 
Clayton F. Woods, Palmyra; Wm. E. Copeland, Omaha; 
L. W. Billingsly, Lincoln; V. O. Utley, Syracuse; Z., Shed, 
Fremont; Executiv Committee of N, L, L, of Nebraska, 


year sgo. By actual count there were 188 delegates pres- | 


of the Investigator, Boston ; T. B. Wakeman and T. C. Le- : 


O wing to the failure of some of the officers of the League 


pleasure now to greet this assembly—to welcome them to, 


The Truth Seeker, September 25, 1680. 
————————À 


The question of the sexusl relation was the question of the 
hour, and when that question had been determined by the 
law produced by the j int labor of men and women, there 
would be an end of the obscenity laws. This law to put 
down the right to speak and write would then pass away. 
Many of those present undoubtedly remembered when the 
j temperance movement began to denounce what is called 
alchoholic intemperance. Thirty years or so ago it was 
| shocking for a church to open its doors to a temperance lec- 
i turer, ow they gloried in it and did it every day. But 
| we had to encounter a greater evil than alcoholic intemper- 
lance. It was the evil of sexual intemperance. This was 
the question of the hour, and as soon às the horrible extent 
of the evil was understood then would come the beginning 
of the time when obscenity would be no more, 

The speaker at this juncture called Mrs. Amy Post, of 
! Rochester, to the platform and introduced her as the '* orig- 
inal Abolitionist, woman suffragist, Spiritualist, Liberal 
Lesguer, and everything else.” 

Mrs. Post: Except speaker. 

Mrs. Post was the recipient of many cheers, 

H. L. Green, Chairman of the Executiv Committee, was 
called upon. He sympathized with the League and its ob- 
jects. Said he: f 

The fathers intended this to be a free country, but it 
took a long war to make it free. Now there is another 
tyranny to be gotten rid of—the union of church and state. 
Churches are exempt from taxation, and the taxes thus lost 
are thrown back on the people. Protestants are thus com- 
' pelled to support Catholic churches, and Freethinkers to 
support all kinds of churches. More than that, the Bible 
and the Lord's Prayer are introduced into the public school 
and I and all others are compelled to pay taxes to support 
this mummery, for it is nothing else. Church and state 
are also united in war, a8 was seen in the late Rebellion, 
where the people on one side paid the chaplains to pray for 
Jeff Davis and on the other side for Abe Lincoln, while the 
same Chaplains skulked in the rear, abstaining from fighting, 
but coming out strong on the praying business... . 

While the hobbies of the members of the League are 
many, they can all unite on the one great and pressing 
question of freeing the country entirely from the dictation 
of the church, leaving every man to worship or not worship, 
pray or not pray, read this book or that book, go and hear 
whom he pleased, and giving perfect mental liberty to 
everybody. My own sister, for instance, holds and promul- 
gates views with which I hav no sort of sympathy. But on 
this great subject of separation of church and state we are 
all united. Its justice is so apparent that nobody can op- 
pose it, and it will cut alike on all classes. Christians argue 
that where they are in a m»jority they hav a right to hav 
the Bible read in schools. The Freethinkers, on the other 
hand, might claim with equal force the right to hav Paine's 
"Age of Reason” read in places where they were in the 
majority every morning on the opening of school. The only 
justice lies in entirely separating church and state and place 
ing all om an equal footing. But itis said that the churches 
are God's property and ought not be taxed, Shouidn’t God 
Almighty pay taxes on his own property, if that be the fact, 
just as well as the poor man? What we want is simple jus- 
to all, injustice to none. 

The remarks were highly acceptable to the audience, wh 
applauded vigorously. = 

Mr. Rawson, from the Committee, reported that represen- 
tativs of eighty-two Leagues had passed in their credentials, 
but there were others present who were withholding ihe 
documents because they expected other delegates. He had 
also received twenty-five proxies. Some fifty Leagues had 
requested him to supply proxies, and he would be glad if 
persons willing to serve would report to him, There were 
in all two hundred and nine Leagues; about one hundred 
were represented. 

'The President announced the following committees: 

Resoiutions—T. B. Wakeman, Parker Pillsbury, Mrs. O. 
M. Hechtman, S. B. McCracken, Mrs. Amy Post. 

Order of Business—T. C. Leland, Matthew Farrington. 

Nominations—H. L. Green, E. C. Walker, Mrs. H. 8 
Lske, Lucy N. Colman. 

Future Work—R. C. Spencer, J. P. Meudum. 

Messrs. Elizur Wright and Robert G. Ingersoll were ap- 
pointed advisory members of all committees, P. 

Mr. Woodhouse, of Iowa, moved to reconsider the vote, 
by which Col. Ingersol and President Wright were added 
to all the committees, While he had great respect and 
esteem for the gentlemen, he was entirely opposed to the 
principle of their being put as advisers to every committee, 

Mr. Wakeman said there was no such thought or purpose; 
the object was, on the contrary, simply to honor those who. 
had been serving them. 

H. L. Green believed the President was capable of giving 
good advice. As Chairman of the Convention, he could 
not be one of the Committee, but he could giv it the benefit. 
of his long experience. This same was also true of Col. 
Ingersoll. Both were towers of strength, and it was just 
and proper that they should be given the honorable posi- 
tion. 

Mr. McCracken did not believe in making lords of any. 
one. But Col Ingersoll was recognized throughout the 
country as one of the leaders of free and progressiv thought, 
and for this reason he hoped the reconsideration would not. 
prevail. 

The President stated he would be glad to giv whatever 
advice he could. Had Col. Ingersoll been present, he 
would hav put him on the most important committee. 

E. C. Walker, who fought the appointment of Col. Inger-. 

soll on any of the committees on the ground that he did not, 
want any advice until he asked for it, made a '' big kick,” 
and ordered the Secretary to erase his name as a member of 
the Committee on Nominations. ; 
.Mr. Leland announced that Mrs. Lake, of Iowa, would 
address the Congress in the evening on ‘‘ After Liberalism, 
What?” and that she would be followed by Parker Pilla- 
bury. 

Mr. Green said he thought it would be well before ad- 
journing to hav & kind of benediction. [Laughter.] He 
saw on the platform a reformed Methodist preacher from 
Michigan, the Rev. Mr. Burnham, and moved that, after 
hearing from him, the Congress take a receas until 8 o'clock 


in the evening, which Was done, 
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FRIDAY RVENING SESSION. . 

The President called the Assembly to order at 8 o'clock.. 
Mrs, H. 8. Lake, of Iowa, was introduced, and said that the: 
subject. of: her address was ‘‘After Liberalism, What?” : 
Pi PARKER PILLSBURY, 2 


Mr. Parker Pillsbury was the next speaker, and opened 
his speech with a graceful tribute to Mrs. Lake’s address, in 
which he quoted largely from the Bible, particularly those ; 
passages describing how the, young women engaged in the 
work of prophesying. After this he drew from his pocket ` 
a rall of manuscript and began to read. ' - i 

The subject of the lecture was *‘ Evolution in Morals’ 
and Politics,”. as illustrated iu the history of the United 
‘States. The. essay was devoted to the two themes of 
**Woman's Rights and Female Suffrage " and '' God in the | 
Constitution." f 

After a brief alltision to the doctrin of evolution, as đe- 
scribed by Darwin, Huxley, and other philosophers, Mr, : 
Pillsbury said there was in this country a National Board of 
. Health which was trying to vaccinate the Constitution ' 

[laughter]—to inject a cowpox into it with the hope- of! 
eradicating imaginary evils; but the actual evils existing : 
under the Constitution this National Board of Health studi- i 
ously. avoided. Although it was claimed to be a govern- 

ment of the people, for the people, by the people, yet cne- 

half of the inhabitants, and the best half at that, were de- 

vied the right of suffrage and kept in a state of serfdom. 

Suppose women were people, a part of the people mentioned 

in the Constitution, why were they not elected as well as; 
electors? [Cheers.] Women paid taxes and were líable to 

be hung, but they: had .no voice in the making of the laws. 

The doctrin of liberty said no taxes should be levied unless j 
with the consent of the taxed. : Had the consent been asked ? ` 
Women were sometimes diabolica!ly divorced as they were į 
sometimes diabolically married. Women made no divorce 
laws, ‘In some countries there were laws regulating houses 
of prostitution, to: which many poor women were unwill- | 
ingly driven because they could not earn enough ‘to ‘liv 
upon, These women were registered, but were their male 
visitors registered at the City Hall? In the city of Haiü- | 
burg there were ten thousand licensed women of the town, 
yet they were obliged to produce certificates showing that 
they regularly attended. church and. partook'of the,sacra- 
ment. [Laughter.] These:-women of the town were sub- 
jected to occasional surgical examinations, but. their male 
visitors were exempt, ` Ed ONES “4 

Why was it that women were so treated? The hod-car-| 
rier got twice the salary of the skilled hoüsemaid. -The 
woman who suffered the ‘pangs of maternity without the 
rites of the church was never forgotten.. The man whose 
wife died could marry and use the funeral baked meats for 
the wedding feast. The woman whose hushang died could 
not do'so without being made the su^ject of satire and 
scorn, Women were taxed, but they had no voice in de- 
termining the amount of the taxes to be raised.. If the 
Smith sisters of Glastonbury had the moral support of a 
Lafayette, a8 in the days of the Revolution long ago, would 
the tyrant man hav found his Lexington ? |Cheers and 
laughter: ] i p . 

:Dr. Cammings, one of these doctors of divinity (snd 
God help such divinity), had said that some Infidels. had set 
up a claim to the right-of. protection in their belief.: The 
good Doctor denied any right to such claim, and, was in 
favor of crushing any such fellows attempting to overturn 
society like a viper. [Cries of "Shame!"] The viper- 
crushing had already begun. One victim had gone to 
Europe, he was sorry to say—sorry, because a trip to 
Europe reminded him too forcibly ot the proverbial minis- 
terial sore throat, of which he had never heard of so des- 
perate a case but that a trip to Europe would cure it, pro- 
vided the parish paid tlie expenses and supplied the pulpit 
during the minister's absence. [Great laughter.] 

But why this talk about God in the Constitution? Cer- 
tainly in fact, if not in form, he was already there; and 
woman, he supposed, by the grace of God and Garfield, was 
to be kept out, if possible., [Loud laughter.] 

Mr. Pillsbury next turned nis attention to the question of 
church taxation, pointing to the fact that- in his own nativ 
state of Massachusetts one-eleventh of the entire taxation of 
the whole commonwealth was placed on the women of the 
state. What did the church know about hard times? God 
was rich, and his children seemed to be heirs to the estate 
quite before their father’s death. [Great laughter.] Chris- 
Wanity ruthlessly plundered the people and picked their 
pockets of millions and millions of dollars every year for 
its. own exclusiv use and benefit. Forty years ago this 
very month he began.publicly and privately to warn this 
nation against impending peril as a just punishment for the 
crimes and cruelties of Soutbern chattel slavery. No word 
of his, no thunder tone of Garrison, no mellow eloquence 
from the golden lips of Wendell Phillips, no softer persua- 
sion of woman's heart and voice availed. The church, the 
priesthood, both the then great political parties, every pub- 
lic religious denomination, every college and university, 
and especially every wellendowed theological seminary, 
was committed to slavery, and welcomed slaveholders to 1t8 
pulpits and sacramental feasts, as well as to the public civil 
offices in the gift of the people. But the flash of cannon 
and columbiad, the peal and the appeal of millions of 
musketry, and tbe blood and the groaas of hundreds of 
thousands of dead and dying young men availed at lust and 
converted at least the North. Then who was right? Gar- 
rison, who was denounced as an Infidel all those thirty 
years, was he right or was he wrong?. ELE 

"Do you remember,” continued the veteran agitator, 
* when he appealed for a spot to stand,on to plead the 
cause of the oppressed, and was denied every place 
available, and when he advertised that he would address the 
people from Boston Common? Do you remember who it 
was that sent him word, ‘ We hav a little room ; it’s a hum- 
ble place, but the best we hav, and if you will accept it it is 
yours for anti-slavery lecture.’ It was Abner Kneeland 
who made that response. [Great applause.] And Garrison 
and Kneeland from that day unti) slavery was abolished. 
were only known as lnfidcls. God be thanked for that.". 
[Great applause. ] " : 

But now the people were asleep again, and & worse than 
Southern slave power was clutching.at the national heart- 
strings. [Applause.] Senator Eimunds, of Vermont, who 
wasnot iong ago one of the sspirants for the Presidency 

- when there was such a flood-tide of patriótism, and whole 
platoons of them were ready to come forward ànd serve thé 
country for $50,000 per annum, introduced an amendment 
to the Consutuuon in 1878 favorable to the God-ia-the- 
Conatitutian society, whicn indorsed bim by resolution at. 
its next meeting, and declared that the adoption of his 
amendment would settle forever the Christian character of, 
the Constitution, That amendment was lost in the- Senate 
by only four votes, all the votes against it being Demo- 


4 ter.] 


! asserted, reached up to the great white throne. 


cratic, and all in its favor Republican- [Applause] '' You 
needn't tell Gen. Hancock and Gen. Garfleld anything 
$bout this," continued the speaker, ** beeause that might 
express a preference for one or the other of them." [Laugh- 
The saints presumed that the sinners had no rights 
Their authority, as.they 
But it was 
time the people took the part of plaintiff, and he, for one, 
proposed to commence a suit forth with. : A 

Was it not as great a sin to enslave ourselvs as to enslave 


that they were bound to respect, 


: anybody else ? - It seemed to him that freedom. was as much. 
{Applause.] We were 
1 told ten thousand times that the negro didn't kuow enough 
to be free, but the white voter to day didn’t know too much. 
‘to vote himself a slave and execute the law of his own 
: making. The &tate supported the church for votes, and the 


a duty as was penitence or prayer. 


, church ministered to the state when it wanted indulgences. 
Bunday legislation, Bible in the public schools, God in the 
Constitution, non. taxation of church and other religious 


‘est thought and noblest aspirations. 


true, unmoved by any fear or favor of man, gods, or devils. 
I would ask you.all to go over in your minds my relation 
with the society for the past three years. I came to you 
with the express understanding that I was to be entirely 
free, I hav stayed with you under financial embarrassment 
when far better support invited me elsewhere, simply be- 
cause With you I thought Icould be always true to my high- 
You know that I hav 
always proclaimed sincerity to be the essence and shield of 
all.virtue, public and private. I hav shown this to be the 
heart-biood of Jesus, Buddha, Confucius, and ali the truth- : 
ful, noble souls of history. From the beginning you that 
were members of the society when I commenced my minis- 
try encouraged me to swell your numbers with those of all 
shades of opinion, extending them equal rights with your- 
selvs, Almost all who hav come to the church under my 
teaching believe in this principle. You hav violated the 


property—in such mills the people were grinding them- 
selvs to powder—in the name of a sorcerer called legisla- 
tion, were grinding themselvs to powder in the name of 
religion and for the honor of their God. He spoke of the 
construction. of non-church taxation laws. Men bought 
valuable city lots and reared on them cheap little shanty 
churches, which, by the solemn mockery of a dedication to 
God, were exempted from the visits of the assessor and 
tax-gatherer ; holcing such property until the growth of the! 
city and the rise of real estate enabled them. to realize for- 


most sacred rights of hospitality and good faith by inviting 
them to a feast of life and then filling their plates with 
poisoned food. Luckily, the label has slipped into the dish 
and they are warned in time, You hav, in spite of the re- 
quest of a majority, obtained a decision from a court of law 
that makes it a crime for me to continue their teacher save 
with the sacrifice of the property they hold in common 


tunes on the very. 8-allest investments, He hoped a man 


from Milwaukee would tell about the acres upon acres there, 


where half a-dozen buried bodies kept all the devils and 
tax-gatherers off that holy ground. He spoke of Tremont 
Tewple, which, however, since 1873 had been taxed for 
$100,000—only one-sixth of its appraised value,.and ‘not 
Adverting to.a meet- 


more than a tenth of its actual value. 
ing of Abolitionists there, in honor of John: Brown, he said 


enacted at Mount Calvary. 


come at last. They might wait long, but it would come. 


It came in France less than à hundred years ago. 


yet the full meaning of that dread catastrophe." 


mercy. It was to save ourselvs. 


hope. 


States at the present hour. 


gore. 


less priesthood. 


uncap its deepest fires!” [Applause.] 
tion adjourned till ten o’clock Saturday morning, 


reached us in season for this issue, the 
given next week,—Ep. T. 8] 
fp ee 


Final Resignation 
Š Church. 


A temporary injunction restraining Mr, Chainey from 
preaching in his church till the September term of court, 
when arguments on both sides could be heard, was granted 
last July. At the term just held a perpetual injunction has 
been granted, and Mr. Cnainey is now churchless. He has 
been driven by due process of law from Unitarianism into 
Rationalism. He now proposes to preach to the broad 
church of the world, which never uses injunctions, and 
wiil receive calls from all who wish his services. The 1ol- 
lowing is his letter of final resignation: 


nm Sept. 21, 1880. 
To the Trustees and Members of the Church of the Unity, 
Evansville, Ind., g: 
DEAR FRIENDS: What was foreseen has come to pass. 
The church of the Unity is no more. ‘Tnough hitherto the 


‘fresh, warm blood of progress and the breath of liberty filled 


it with life and painted it with beauty, ao.that it won the 


'hot, passionate love of our hearts, it has now been touched 


with the icy hand of death, Buried in the. cold, damp 
vault of a law court it has been resurrected a petrified ortho- 
dox corpse. The law may hav called for a pound of flesh, 
but the higher law of eternal truth and justice stood by and 
said, You must not shed one drop of blood, ‘The court has 


.been deaf to the cry awarding the pound sccording to its 


letter, and so become ,the murderer of a church. Our 
beloved, the pride of our hearts, cherished with our 
holiest enthusiasm, is dead. Many of us see no beauty in 
her that we should desire her any more, 1 hav no right to 
dictate to any one else, but my own conscience, were [ 
simply a member, would compel me to be done with a 
church that had thus blindly made a compact with the 
grave. As a teacher I know that I would not occupy its 
desk if all the courta in the land should command me to do 
80 while that decision remained in force, and as it is to be 
‘perpetual I suppose that means forever and the day after- 
ward. Yon must bear with my earnest words, I call you 
to witness that whenever I hav stood in its pulpit I hav 
been in earnest, preaching that which to mo appeared to be 
: (d 


that'the death of Brown, executed by the government and 
religion, was more heroic than anything since the tragedy 


Churches escaped taxation, while the humble homes of 
widows and orphans had to pay their share of the public 
burden, and some of them were sold every year by the tax- 
gatnerers. "Town, county, state, and nation must annually 
take their terrible toll of all available taxable property, from 
rich and poor, from men and women, all alike ; yet lands 
and houses stamped. by the Christians’ signet, millions on 
millions in cash..amount, were with few exceptions billeted 
toll-free, fare-free, tax-free, all down the ages, under the 
monstrous pretense that they all belonged to an invisible 
and unknowable God. But the hour for the people will 


t: Let the 
natione, let this nation, remember it well, for it knows not 
If it did, 
it would not be so soon entering on a return to slavery. We 
never emancipated the slaves through justice nor through 
‘They were our forlorn 
By their blood and their valor our nationality was 
healed. . Jefferaon, Washington, Patrick Henry, were less 
enslaved than was the wife of the President of the United 
If our law-makers, whatever 
their party name, were such vassals to any foreign power as 
their wives and mothers were to them, they would wage 
warfare to be free, arid deluge both hemispheres in Auman 
And human blood might yet be the price of woman’s 
emancipation, as it was of the emancipation of the slave, 
** Yea, and it may—I wish I did not feel impelled to say it 
must—be be the price of our deliverance, too, from the 
dominating despotism of a merciless religion and its remorse- 
And blood will continue to be the lawful 
tender for liberty at every counter, till tyrants temporal and 
tyrants spiritual shall learn to know that the gods made the 
human soul volcanic; and wo to that tyranny that dares 


After tbe reading of several announcements the Conven- 
 [& reliable report of further proceedings not having 


remainder will be 


of Mr. Chainey from His 


with you. The decision of the court that the members be 
forever restrained from altering the constitution, while 
the constitution givs them that right, renders the 
whole proceeding a farce. Any action after that was un- 
necessary. You all know that I would never consent to be 
for a moment the pastor of an orthodox church. Ortho- 
doxy is a principle. It meaus stagnation. Unity church 
by being made stationary has become a stagnant pool of 
death. I hav, ever since I first became your pastor, done 
my level best to destroy every orthodox church. I hope to 
liv to see them become heaps of confusion—a shame’ and a 
reproach to all who sustain them—houses of intellectual 
and moral ill-fame that blast with their pestilence and 
poison all who go near them, Hence I hope the church of 
the Unity will be numbered with them. 

I write these words hissing hot out of my heart to help on 
the good work. I shall be more than glad to see any effort : 
to maintain that & corpse is a live, healthy body prove a 
failure. I assure you that if ever you invite a man to play 
that fool's part my words will come back to you. They 
will echo from the silent walls, and gleam at you from the 
motto over the desk, " We seek the truth in love.” Re- 
membering them, his will sound hollow and heartless. You 
will say, 

" Hark from the tomb a doleful sound.” 

O my church, the beloved of my heart and the object of 
three years of untiring and unstinted devotion, I could weep 
for you. Itis most sad that you, too, after having borne 
the burden of the reproach for daring to be a real lamp of 
intellectual life, sending your bright beams far and near, 
must Row go to join the already overcrowded ranks of the 
blind leaders of the blind: In these words, I wish to blame 
no one. 

Orthodoxy is a disease. There is plenty of it in Evans- 
ville to make it catching, I remember with the warmest 
feelings of gratitude the unfailing devotion of all, It is 
none the less one of the tragedies of life that this curse of 
orthodoxy, no matter in what form it appears, whether 
Catholic, Methodist, or Unitarian, does blast many of the 
fairest flowers of friendship in our garden of love. Hav- 
ing been loyal to you uader fear of want, you hav 
yet in your blindness called me traitor, turned all 
my honor into contempt, my unchanging, sincere deal- 
ing with you into fickleness, and thus you who were 
once to me noble hav in your narrowness and failure to see 
into the large spiritual meanings of life become ignoble. I 
speak this only of those who hav failed to see the mis- 
sion and opportunity of Liberalism. To you who do gee it 
Iturn with the heart’s and mind’s full honor, I am un- 
speakably sorry that this blow will for a time suspend out- 
ward activity. It would hav been a great pleasure for me 
to hav labored with you in trying to turn this defeat into 
a Victory. But duty to myself and a far larger opportunity 
to be useful calls me elsewhere. Where I hav spoken the 
word of life to one in Evansville I hope soon to be able to 
reveal it to a thousand. 

Though I must now again tender my resignation, and this 
time beyond repeal, I shall stand ready to giv you any 
assistance in my power, I hope to come to you all con- 
stantly in the written word if no longer in the spoken, If 
fortune favora me I will do much to help to destroy the evil 
Influence of this disaster. 
` If you would accept of my advice it would be to with- 
draw from a church where the words “ freedom of thought 
and right of private judgment," as written in the constitution, 
hav become a fraud and a mocking lie, Strive together to 
adorn your lives with all truth, beauty, and goodness, and in 
the opportunities of social life and intercourse with others 
to do what you can to free them from the superstition of be- 
lief in the supernatural and the degradation of worshiping a 
phantom. Do notbe discouraged. Theology, the barba- 
rian’s interpretation of the universe, must go down before 
science, the interpretation of the civilizsd man. Every sign 
of the times ia hopeful. The eternal truth has ordered 
Christianity to quit some time since, and all the courts in the 
land cannot keep it from going when its time is fully come, 
fhe gods must go down and man come to his own, for the 


kingdom of man is at hand. 


Though sundered by space, I shall still feel your love and 
truth, and shall ask for no higher joy than to do so. Our 
cause is the same, and so must our love and purpose ever 
mingle and flow together. The future will justify us. The 
years speed swiftly on, but many of us will see great things 
before the last sweet sleep of death shall smooth our couch 
with the soft hand of eternal rest, 


Yours always and afterward, — GEQRGE CHAINAY, 
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AMliscellaneous. 


The Michigan Camp-Meeting. 

The First Annual Camp-Meeting and Semi-Annual Con- 
vention of the Michigan State Association of Spiritualists 
and Liberalists was held at Lansing, on the Central Fair 
Grounds, commencing on Friday, August 20th, and closing 
on Monday, August 30th. No*better location could hav 
been secured for holding a camp-meeting, Lansing being 
a central point and a convenient railroad center, and the 
Central Fair Grounds in every way arranged for the com- 
fort and convenience of as many as might wish to atténd. A 
rain on Thursday laid the dust and put the grounds in excel- 
lent condition, and on Friday and Saturday people were 
seen gathering from all parts of the state and adjoining 
states, and making such preparations as showed that they 
had come to stay. l 

Everything was done by the Committee of Arrangements 
and Reception Committee to make everybody comfortable 
and happy and feel at home. The large and commodious 
tent owned by the Association was erected and devoted ex- 
clusivly to the use of mediums. Another large tent was 
arranged expressly for dancing, where many feet beat time 
to the music afternoons, from four o'clock, and many even- 
ings during the meeting. Refreshment rooms were pro- 
vided on the grounds, also lodgings for all who preferred 
stopping on the grounds to going to a hotel. The Everett 
House seemed to be headquarters, and 8 free buss was kept 
running constantly to convey guests to and from the 
grounds. 

The regular exercises commenced on Sunday forenoon, 
August 22d. The meeting was called to order by L, Ñ. 
Burdick, President. 'The morning was fine, and the exer- 
cises were conducted in the grove. The exercises were 
opened with a song by Miss Agnes L. Slade, niece of Dr. 
Henry Blade, the world-renowned independent slate-writing 
medium. Miss Slade has a'fine voice, which shows rare 
culture and great powers, and her music, both vocal and 
instrumental, was well executed, and added much to the 
harmony of the occasion. The hour for conference before 
the regular lecture was all occupied and made unusually 
interesting. The conference meeting is to the Spiritualists 
what the class meeting is to the Methodists, and givs such 
opportunities as are given in no other way for an exchange 
of thought, and are considered by many by far the most 
interesting part of the camp-meeting. ` — 

Bro. P. C. Mills, inspirational speaker, formerly of Mas- 
sachusetts but of late pioneering in Michigan, gave the ad- 
dress in the morning, taking for his subject, ** What Shall 
We Do to be Saved?” J. H. Burnham, of Saginaw City, gave 
the address for the afternoon, after the usual conference, 
taking for his subject, * Halfway Houses,” which he han- 
dled in his usual interesting and instructiv manner. The 
evening session opened with a song by the Lansing choir. 
An invocation by Dr. Slade was followed by an address 
by Mrs. Sarah Graves, of Grand Rapids, taking, as she said, 
“that eubject of all subjects, Spiritualism.” She spoke 
with zeal and earnestness, and was attentivly listened to. 

Monday forenoon was devoted entirely to conference. In 
the afternoon M, Babcock, of St. Johns, spoke upon, ‘‘ The 
inconsistencies and adsurdities contained inthe Bible.” His 
style is peculiarly his own, His remarks called forth great 
applause. ' 

Mrs. E. C. Woodruff arrived on Monday evening and ad- 
dressed the audience on Tuesday morning, after the usual 
conference. C. H. Dunning, of Marcellus, having arrived, 
greeted the audience with a song, which closed the morning 


Session. Dr. P, T. johnson, of Coldwater, inspirational]: 


speaker, gave the afternoon address, and closed with a very 
fine inspirational poem. There were two sessions each day, 
morning and afternoon, and on Thursday, Friday, and Sun- 
day there were evening sessions held. The other evenings 
‘were devoted to seances and dancing. 

The speakers present who gave regular lectures were 
P. C. Mills, J. H. Burnham, M. Babcock, Dr. P. T. Joha- 
son, Giles B. Stebbins, Charles A. Andrus, Dr. A. B, Spin- 
ney, Mrs. E. C. Woodruff, and Mrs. 8. Graves. The 
weather was very unfavorable on Wednesday, and some- 
what interfered with the exercises, but the time was occu- 
pled mostly by the mediums. Seances were held, and the 
day pleasantly and profitably spent. Thursday afternoon 
J. H. Burnham, of Saginaw, again addressed the audi- 
ence, taking for his subject ‘‘The Relativ Value of Man's 
and Woman's Share in Life." The subject was well han- 
dled, and called forth frequent applause. 

Giles B. Stebbins gave an address in the evening upon 
the same subject which Bro. Burnham spoke upon in the 
afternoon. 

Friday morning Bro. Babcock of St. Johns again enter- 
tained the audience in his usual interesting and amusing 
style, after which he offered his picture “for sale at auction 
to the highest bidder for the benefit of the Association," 
which created considerable merriment. 

Mra. E. C. Woodruff, of South Haven, was the first for 
the afternoon after the usual conference, and was followed 
by Bro. Stebbins on '' The Progress of Spiritualism.” 

Friday evening the rostrum was occupied by Dr. Henry 
Slade, the independent slate-writing medium. After a song 
and an invocation he gave an outline of his life and experi- 
ences from boyhood, relating many scenes and incidents 
relativ to his mediumship, which were both amusing and 
interesting, so much so that he spoke for an hour anda 
half, but no one seemed to note the lapse of time. 

A portion of the conference hour preceding the Doctor's 
address was made very iuteresting by Rev. Mr. Wilbur, of 
Greenville, an Adventist, who came among us in the early 
part of the week. He said he was impressed to come to 
this camp-meeting, as he now firmly believed, by the spirit 


untie it.” 
Fowler preaching against Spiritualism, and now the next 
thing I do will be to go back there and try and undo the 
wrong and injustice I hav done, for I am fully convinced of 
the reality of spirit communion and the truths of Spiritual- 
ism.” : . 


Btebbins, who gave the first address, and was followed by 
Mrs. Hubbard, a medium and inspirational speaker, who 
gave a short address, n 

` The afternoon was occupied by Bro. Babcock, after a 
short original poem by Mrs. Bird, of Lansing, on ‘‘ Inspira- 
tion,” : 3 


trance, and inspirational speakers exclusivly. 


hour, Bro. Btebbins gave the first address, and was followed 
by Charles A. Andrus, of Flushing, speaking from the 
subject, '* What Are We? or, Physical and Practical Re- 
ligion.” 


B. McCracken made a fifteen-minute speech, and Mrs. 
Woodruff followed on the subject, ‘The Question. of Life 
and Death.” Charles A. Andrus spoke on “ Mental Sci- 
ence ”—those three occupying the hour. A 


ing for his subject, ‘‘The Church is Growing Better,” a 
statement which, he said, would scarcely be accepted by the 
majority present, but which was clearly proved by his ar- 
gument, which was deep and logical. 


to present subjects for a poem by the Scotch poet, Frazier, 
given through Bro. Andrus. 


Character of Thomas Paine." 
subject, which called forth great applause. f 


and gave the closing address. 
present and giv the opening address on Sunday morning, 
August 22d, but an engagement at the Cassadaga Camp- 
meeting prevented his doing so. 


| & C. Woodruff, South Haven, be appointed such delegates. 


of his father. He was firmin his own belief, but thought 
he wonld come and see what the Spiritualists did teach and 
believe, After a few days, he said, ' If the Spiritualists 
hav anything better than Ihav I am willing to accept it.” 
And, said he, “I am here to-night to tell to this audience 
that I hav found something better than my former faith, for 
now I hav knowledge, and I am here to testify to the proofs 
which hav been given to me.” He said he had received 
test after test through different mediums on the grounds, 
and this afternoon he had been to see Dr. Slade, and, said 
he, ‘the proofs given me through him of the presence of 
my father and other friends now in spirit-life leave no room 
for doubt,” He related how a lady in the room had her 
handkerchief tied in a knot by unseen hands, and after see- 
ing that done he had made this mental request, ‘‘If my 
father's spirit is present, will he tie my handkerchief in like 
manner?’ Very soon after, he said, ‘‘I felt a heavy hand 
placed on my knee, and, looking down on my knee, there 
lay my handkerchief; it had been taken from my pocket 
and tied as I had mentally requested;” and holding it up 
before the audience, he said, ‘‘ There it is, and Ishall never 
He said, ** For the last few weeks I hav been at 


Baturday morning the friends were greeted by Giles B. 


.Saturday evening session was devoted to the mediums, 


Sunday morning, August 26th, after the usual conference 


Bunday afternoon the usual conference waa omitted. 8. 


Bro. J. H. Burnham, of Saginaw, gave an address, tak- 


After Bro. Burnham's speech the audience was requested 


Two subjects were given, 
** The Universal Brotherhood of Man,” and “The: Life and 


A poem was given on each 


Sunday evening Dr. A. B. Spinney occupied the rostrum, 
He was expected to be 


He took for his subject, 
“What Are We, Whence Camej We, and Whither Are We 
Going?" He spoke for over an hour, and the appreciation 
of the audience was shown by their marked attention, deep 
interest, and frequent applause. His discourse closed the 
regular lecture course. 

A business meeting was held on Monday morning, ‘at 
which the following resolutions were offered: 

Resolwed, That this Association will accredit one or more 
delegates to the Fourth Annual Congress of the National 
Liberal League, to be held in Chicago, Illinois, on the 17th, 
18th, and 19th of September, 1880; and that J. H. Burn- 
ham, of Saginaw City, M. J. Matthews, Detroit, and Mrs; 


This resolution was adopted. It was also 


Resolved, To hold a State Quarterly Meeting the last Fri- 
day; Saturday, and Sunday of November, at a place to be 
designated by the Hxecutiv Board. i 

The place for holding the next Annual Convention was 
also left in the hands of the Board to decide. 

At a special meeting of the executiv officers of the State 
Association, held in Detroit on Tuesday, July 20, 1880, suid 
meeting being called for the purpose of considering the 


| resignation of the President, Dr. A. B. Spinney, which was 


tendered, July 1, 1880, there were present Dr. A. B. Spin- 
ney, President; Miss J. R. Lane, Secretary, Detroit; L. B. 
Burdick, Kalamazoo; Hon. J. H. White, Port Huron, Di- 
rectors. On motion, the resignation of the President, Dr. 
A. B, Spinney, was accepted, and L, S. Burdick, the Di- 
rector having the shortest time to serve, was thereby made 
President until the next annual election of officers in March, 


1881. On motion, Dr, A. B. Spinney was appointed Di- 


rector to fill vacancy till the next annual election of officers, 
The following committees were also appointed to serve each 
in their respectiv capacity until such time as the Board shall 
appoint others in their place: 

Committee on Organization, Revision of Principles, Con- 
stitution, and By-Laws: Chairman, J. H, Burnham, Sagi- 
naw City; Daniel Earle, Plainville; E. Ohipman, Nash- 
ville; Mrs. M. A, Jewett, Lyons; Mrs. L. A. Pearsall, 
Disco. : : 

Committee on Literature: Chairman, M. Babcock, St. 
Johns; E. A. Chapman, Lowell; J. Straub, Dowagiac; Mrs. 
E, A, N. Rich, Jackson; Mrs. A. E. Sheets, Grand Ledge. 

Committee on Publication of Records : Chairman, Miss 
J. R. Lane, Detroit; M. J. Matthews, Detroit; Mrs. H. M. 
Smeadley, Kalamazoo; A. A. Hitchcock, Battle Creek; 
Mrs, M. E. French, Greenville. 

Committee on Resolutions: Chairman, J. M. Potter, 


Lansing; W. M. Wooster, Decatur; S. B. McCracken, De- 


troit; Mrs. C. M. Putnam, Nashville; Mrs. Amy Harding, 
‘Milford. . vn 

Committee on Finance: Chairman, Mrs. R. A. Sheffer, 
South Haven; Dr. J, V. Spencer, Battle Creek; Mrs. J. E. 
Corbett, Detroit; J, M. Haslett, Charlotte ; Mrs, Gertrude 
Merrill, Lansing. 

Committee on Memoirs : Chairman, Charles A. Andrus, 
Flushing; Frank J. Luick, Otisco; E. H. Crane, Colon; 
Vn 8. H. Taylor, Buchanan; Mrs. S. Graves, Grand Rap- 
ids. 

Committee on Seances and Mediums: Chairman, Giles B. 
Stebbins, Detroit; J. P. Whiting, Milford; Alfred Heyser, 
Kalamazoo; Mrs. H. Titus, Detroit; Mrs, Edwin Weston, 
Lapeer. i 

Committee on Delegates: Ohairman, C. H. Dunning, 
Marcellus; N. P. Wadsworth, Lapeer; S. C. Allen, Flint; 
Robert Baker, Vicksburg; Mrs. Mary McCain, Milford: 

Committee on Music : Chairman, A. A. Whitney, Battle . 
Creek; Dr. A. W. Edson, Lansing; Levi Wood, Kalama- 
z00; Mrs. F. E. Spinney, Detroit; Mrs. E. Towers, Matta- 
wan. 

The Committee on Memoire, C. A. Andrus, Chairman, 
reported on Sunday, Aug. 29th, the following Spiritualists 
and Liberalists who had passed to spirit lifesince the annual 
meeting in March last: Mts. Belle Wright, Spiritualist, of 
Lowell, Mich., passed over in May. Mrs, Dr. Nesbit, of 
Ionia, a clairvoyant and magnetic healer, Spiritualist, passed 
away July 17th. Mrs. John Hal, of Carlyle, in July.. 
Cooper Davis Caswell, Eaton Rapids, in April Timothy 
Snow, of Battle Creek. Mra. Jane Gooding, of Alpine. 
John Weston, youngest son of Edwin Weston, of Lapeer, 
July 8rd, aged 18 years. Mrs, Edgar, of Lansing; Spirit- 
ualist, passed away in June. Brother N. B. Starr, spirit 
artist, June 18th, from his home in Port Huron. John C, 
Dexter, formerly. of lonia, passed over from his home in 
Evart, July 21st. He was an outspoken Freethinker and 


worker in the ranks of Liberalism, also one of the earliest 


Spiritualists in Michigan. Mrs. Hattie ‘True, daughter of 
John C. Dexter, passed over from her home in Evart, June 
28th. John D. Zimmerman, of Union City, passed to the 
higher life but a short time since. Bro. Andrus made 
some very appropriate and feeling remarks relativ to the 
departed ones, dwelling at some length upon the noble, pure, 
and good Bro. \Starr and his wonderful gift of medium- 
ship. Bro. Stebbins followed with good words for all, but 
of Bro. Dexter he said he was a great and good man who 
to be known was to be loved, respected, and admired, one 
of the true and noble workers in the cause of Spiritualism, 
and what was true of him was also true of Bro., John D. 
Zimmerman. He paid a high and noble tribute to the 
memory of both departed brothers, 

The exercises during the entire meeting were varied and 
very interesting. The music and singing was of a superior 
order. Miss Agnes L. Slade and C. H. Dunning, two very 
fine independent singers, were present during the entire 
meeting and sang whenever called upon, to the gratification 
of all who heard them. The Lansing choir also did good: 
service and rendered some very fine music. Several volun- 
teer singers also assisted in singing, among them was Mrs. 
M. Babcock, of 8t. Johns. She also gave some recitations, ' 
“The Death of Little Joey,” and ‘‘ The Gambler’s Wife,” 
which were well received. There were also several poems 
worthy of mention, especially those of Mrs. Bird, of Lan- 
sing, and Mrs. Bailey, of Battle Creek. Among the many 
interesting questions propounded and discussed during the - 
conferences were the following: ‘‘ What are we made of 
and what are we to be in the life to come, or the contin- 
uation of this life? If we are immortal, hav ever exist- 
ed and ever will exist; do we in the future life retain 
8 consciousness Of this life? Ifso, why do we not retain a 
consciousness of. ths previous existence ? What has Chris- 
tianity done for the world ? What has Spiritualism done for 
the world? What shall we do with our mediums?” They 
were responded to by brothers Burnham, Babcock, Butler, 
Mills, Woodworth, Bigelow, Wilbur, Mack, Stebbins, An- 
drus, McCarty, McPherson, Johnson, Marvin, Darling, Pot- 
ter, Matthews, Harrison, Champion, and sisters Graves, 
Woodworth, Hubbard, Dunham, Parker, and others, in 
such a manner as to awaken the attention of thinking minds 
to these all-important subjects. Altogether the meeting was 
a very interesting and successful one; successful, notwith- 
standing the many predictions to the contrary and the very 
unfavorable weather which prevailed a greater part of the 
time, many persons in the immediate vicinity driving 
through a drenching rain to and from the grounds, There 
"were good audiences from first to last, all. parts of the state 
being represented in a greater or lesser degree, and a lively 
interest manifested throughout the entire meeting. The 
most perfect harmony prevailed, and as the friends separated 
the ‘‘good-byes " were said with the feeling that '*a good 
time " was “ the verdict rendered,” by every one present. 

i Mise J. R. LANE, Secretary. 


Oo 

Mr. Tuomas A. Epison contributes an article to the 
October number of the North American Review, in which he 
states that he has succeeded in making the electric light 
entirely practicable for all illuminating purposes. He shows 
the advantages of electricity over gas, and explains how his 
syetem is to be introduced. He comments upon the unfav- 
orable opinions that hav been passed upon his work, and 
says that similar judgments were pronounced upon teleg. 
raphy, steam navigation, and other great discoveries, 
Other articles in the October number of the Review are; 
“The Democratic Party Judged by its History,” by Emery 
A. Btorrs; ‘‘The Ruins of Central America,” by Désiré 
Charnay; '*The Observance of the Sabbath," by Rav. Dr. 
Leonard Bacon; ‘‘The Campaign of 1862,” by Judge D. 
Thew Wright; “The Taxation of Church Property," by 


Rev. A. W. Pitzer; and “ Recent Progress in Astronomy,” 
by Prof. E. S, Holden. : 
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A Mealy and Toothsome Sermon. 

Dearly belubbed, highly perfumed, an’ regenerated sin- 
ners an’ sinneresses : l'Se had pow’ful 'fictions rained on 
dis head since las’ I 'spounded to you an’ pounded de pul- 
pit in de same strong breff—since I spoke ob de lamb an’ | 
lammed de hymn book out'n its kiver in de same sneeze, an’ 
at las’ worked way on to de tooty-toothy, an’ out ob de sar- 
men, an’ into de firstly class in de preparatory apartment ob 
preperspiration an’ fevah. In de secluded bustle ob de par- 
sonage I done wrassled wid dat fevah, an’ wore him out, 
but den, alas ! dar came a relapse in de shape ob dat deep 
get an' machanical affliction—de lockjaw. 

De way ob de transgressor am mighty rough, suah, 88 
your belubbed pastor duly found out to his cost. When de 
fevah was a humpin ob itself into de dim pas', an’ I was 
convalescing a gentle convalesce, à blue-backboned an’ ma- 
genta-nosed Presbyterian he-pelican handed me a volume 
wherewith to beguile de weary hours. 

 Dat's de way he 'spressed it. 

. O, how I longs to beguile his weary hours wid a pick 
handle!. But I am a wanderin' from de subjeck. I took 
dat book. I perused aloud. Ired jes'a half page, an dar 
was only sixteen words on de whole page, an' dey was all 
in one sentence. I jes’ got half ways froo de eighth word 
when crick ! snap ! crick | went my old jaw, an suah as 
glory, I done cotch de lockjaw a readin’ dat 'ligious essay 
fur de young, by dat howlin' Boston dervish, Joe Cook, I 
thought it my bounden duty to splain de cause ob your 
pastor’s absence. ; 

Prob’ly dar aint much ob a moral to die, an prob’ly dar am. 
In lookin' at it in de achin' light ob 'sperience I am led to 
reflect dese noble reflexes : Firstly, dat your pastor nigh 
a’most busted his jaw while tryin’ for to read Joe Cook's 
telescopic words ; an’ sevon’ly, dat if any ob my flock goes 
an’ do likewise in de face ob dar pastor's sad 'sperience dey 
ought fur to hab dar backs busted. An if dat don't fix dem 
den cáve in dar craniums, for dey's gwine to grow crazy 
suah, readin’ sich trash. = 
' Now, belübbed, skin your eyes up heah to de feed box, 
while your shepherd chucks out dis mealy an’ toothsome 
tex’: : 
` ** An’ hecall unto him his 'sciples, an’say to dem, Verily I 
say unto you, dat dis heah poor widder has slung mo’ in 
dan all dey which hav slung into de treasury, : 

: ** For all dey donecast in ob deir 'bundance, but she ob her 
want did cast in all dat she had, even all her libin’.” 

Doan yon know, my guileless hearers, dat dis heah tex’ 
has bin de corner-stone obebery one ob de hide-boun’ Ohris- 
tian churches? Doan you know dat more misery and 
poverty spring from dis dan from all de laws'nacted by 
civilized man ? Doan you know dat de white chokered and 
livered, black-gowned ‘and hearted wolves watchin’ over 
Israel's superátition-stuffed an’ soft-pated lam’s think ob 
nuffin but takin’ ob deir fleeces under de shade ob dis yer 
tex? Doan you: know dat dey keep a watchin’ de lam’s 
eben down to deir dyin’ beds, an’ take deir las’ cent for de 
Lord, an’ let deir children run loose in de streets, to finally 
lan’ in jails or de poorhouse, an’ sometimes for which dese 
chosen ones ob God am ’sponsible—dey fly to etarnity, not 
on angel's wings, but at de end oba rope? Doan you know 
all dis? Of course you duz. Ain’t it monstrus! Jess 
think ob God's own sop, one-third son, one-third father, 
dove-tailed togedder by de boss ghost—jess think ob dis 
immortal standin’ by an’ seein’ a poor widow, a Judea 

'"washwoman, probably, giving up her last nickel to de gos- 
pel shop, an’ he not only not stopping her, but wanting 
others to follow her example an’ go broke on de goapel 
game, An ain’t ita shame to know dat for nearly 2,000 
years de gospel sharpz hav been playin’ de same ole game. 
on Zion’s flats wid dis ole widow tex’ invariably turned up 
for trumps. See de different combinations enterin’ into de 
game: Fust dey try de ole mite dodge by passin’ de sasser 
or sendin’ de sisters ’roun’, or perhaps de boss sheppard 
hisself will tackle dem outright for & cash donation, Den 
dey luf up on dem for a few days, when up dey springs a 
dance for de church, but dey calls it a fair. Den cums festi. 
vals for de Lord, Jarley’s wax works for Jesus, Mother 
Goose for the Sunday-school, tableaux for God, lawa par- 
ties, donation parties, candy pullings, maple sugar shindigs, 
strawberry flascuz, peanut barbecues, etc., etc., for de 
young man wid de knock knees, watery eyes, large feet, 
fifty cent spectacles, a hump-backed second Richard, 
another Uriah Heep in broadcloth and white choker, an’. 
` who is styled the sheppard of the flock. — .- f 

"They are not only fleeced, but if they remain in the pens 
of Zion any length of time they mist algo submit to de 
Bkinning procéss. i 

But, belubbed, de trail am growin’ broad between Zion’s 
tumble down shocks, an’ dose whose eyes am bein’ opened 
is a hoofin' it to de spacious and cool retreats in Liberal 
lan’, Let 'em come. We want all de good and pure, 
whether dey hav a million or only ten cents, and dat bor- 
rowed. Now, I must close, I reckon you all agrees 
wid me in de summin’ up which is dat widout money de 
church falls, It is dar norf star, dar rudder, dar compass, 
dar eberything. In dis church de sassar aint a gwine to be 
passed roun' to-day, cause dar’s no 'cessity for it. Weis 
out ob debt, don’t owe a cent, an’ consekently don’t want 
to beg from you. We isn’t got down yet to dat dirty lebel 
where folks take de very last kale seed a poor lone woman 
haz an’ den go roun’ braggin’ bout it. No, we isn’t gwine 
to pass de sasser. So dose little boys who brought along 
money for de benefit ob dar pastor, can buy taffy wid it on 
dar way home, for it is better dat one boy keep his nickel 
for candy and gum, dan for free fousand young unz to come 
up to de contribushun sasser wid ole buttons, bankrupt 
beer tickets, an’ broken brass candlestick shove-ups. 

While your pastor is puttin’ on his ulster an’ a lookin’ for 
an absent overshoe, you will please jine together in a singin’ 


dat noble an’ scrumptious ole hymn, startin’ off as thusly: 


Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of Drayer, 
When fust I heard ole deacon swear, 
An’ bid me at his canting throne ` 
Lay all my hard-earnt kale seed down. 
In seasons when I longed for beef, 
He sald the church must hav relief. 
An’ then I've heard him rant and tear. 
- Then lift his voice in sweetest prayer. 


Sweet hour of prayer, my God I view. 


You’s dismissed. I've found dat ober8hoe. 


The Fable about Abraham and his God. 
The false preaching about Abraham's faith has resulted 


in great harm. to thousands of poor, pitiable, defuded cres- 
tures, who hav imagined that God desired them to giv some 
The case 
of Charles F, Freeman, of Pocasset, serves to illustrate the 
Freeman had heard a 


evidence of their faith in the God of Abraham. 


evil of preaching such nonsense; 
great deal about Abraham’s bosom, and waa told time and 


time about Abraham’s faith. So he honestly imagined that 
God wanted him to sacrifice his child, the same as he wanted 
He determined to giv an evidence |. 
of his faith. So he takes his little child, believing that God 
would save it, just the same as Isaac was saved, by the cry 
of “ Stay thy hand, for now I know that thou fearest God," 


Abraham to roast Isaac. 


(He didn't know before.) 
- Now if this account aboyt saving Isaac is 


and if not, why ? 


terrible fate awaiting her. 


time little Edith most needed them, 


as easily as raising»his little finger if. he had wanted to. 


Abraham’s son in the manner described in the Bible. 


to strike the fatal blow, 


the heart of his little innocent babe. 


Wound she died almost instantly. BN. 


child, refused to do it. 
fellow when he needs help in this world. 


drive out the Canaanites,” 


Christians’ God must be worse than a demon. 
, M. BABCOCK, 
———— 9 ,-————— 
LFrom Truth] 
A Poor Defense and a Bad Defender. 


The Freethinkers’ Convention, lately assembled at Hor- 
nelisville, deserves great credit for the wonderful patience 
they exhibited in listening to the Rev. F. Egbert’s address 


to them in defense of the orthodox faith. 


true, why, I 
ask, didn't God save little Edith by crying, "Stay thy 
hand, Freeman !" Whata picture for a God to gaze at! 
A mother and father on their knees, praying and begging 
that God would direct them as to their duty, and that they: 
might make no mistakes. Did God answer their prayer ? 


And there láy the innocent little child, unconcious of the 
But where, oh, where were the 
guardian angels that are said to watch over sleeping little 
children ? It would seem that they were off duty just at the: 
There were no angels: 
and no God tó help that sweet little child. And yet we are 
told that God could hav saved this innocent little child just’ 
I 
; A ; ; i 
don’t believe it, And I don't believe that God ever saved: prevent the crimes of murder and drunkenness, which hav 
After the prayer, the mother holds the lamp, and the 
father, grasping the knife in his upraised hand, stands ready. 
But he waits and waits, to see if 
God wouldn't say to him, as to Abraham, ‘ Stay thy hand, 
Freeman!" But God refused to call. He preferred the 
work to go on ; so the father plunged the cruel knife into 


Now I want to say right here that I hav no respect for any 
God or being who, having the power to save that little 
I would prefer a God, if there is 
any such God, who has the power snd the will to help a 
We are told that 
God said to the Jews, “I will send hornets before you to 
But why didn’t he send some 
hornets and inspire them to do their level best, and attend 
strictly to business, until they had driven Freeman out of 
the house ? Well, I'll tell you why. The hornet story, like 
the story about Abraham, is untrue, for if it be true, the 


proving the moral condition of the people, the Christian 
church everywhere makes it worse. It is in the Christian 
city.of. Brooklyn that the most flagrant social immorality 
flourishes; it is in Christian New England that the vilest: 
crimes are committed; it is in Christian Sunday-schools 
that the seeds of sexual crime are scattered, and it is in 
Christian church circles that they bear fruit. Christian 
statesmen, like Schuyler, Colfax, O. O. Howard, and James 


.| A. Garfield, hav corrupted our political life. Christian 


merchants, like Wm. E. Dodge and Lloyd Haigh, hav im- 


"| ported leaden statues and forged notes into our commerce, 


Christian philanthropists, like Shepherd Cowley and Pastor 
Robertson, hav made charity a cloak for crime and benevo- 
lence a cover for brutality. Devout Christians support 
Comstock. And pious Christians own the buildings used 
as houses of prostitution in New York, as shown by the 
report of the Assembly Committee on Crime. ` 

` Christians cdhtribute not only more than the Infidels to 


| the criminal population, but they contribute immeasurably 


more than other religious sects, Thus, of 1,087 convicts 
whose cases were investigated by the Prison Association in 
1876, there were 605 Catholics, 424 Protestants, and eight 
Jews. 

The Jews number between eighty thousand and one hun- 
dred thousand in this city, or about ten per cent of the popu- 
lation, and yet, according to these figures, they contribute 
less than one per cent to the criminal classes, leaving to the 
two Christian sects more than ninety-nine per cent, 

Mr. Egbert says, ‘‘ Contrast the fruits of Infidel faith to- 
day ruling proud, licentious England with those of the divine 
supreme in the oppressed and persecuted land of ssints— 
Ireland.” ees : O 

Really, in the two countries there is little to contrast. The 
‘established church in England has not prevailed to prevent 
the people from becoming (at least so far as the lower 
classes are concerned) a nation of drunkards and wife-beat- 
ers, In no other country will yqu find drunkenness so com- 
mon among women, brutality so frequent among men, and 
bestiality among both, as in England. The Catholic church 
in Ireland has been the curse of the land. The priest-ridden 
people hav sunk to a level'below that of any people in 
Europe, excepting, possibly, the equally priest-ridden Bpan- 
iards, The Catholic church in Ireland has not prevailed to 


rendered the land a waste-place and its name a by-word, 
What Mr. Egbert means by “the Infidel faith ruling 
proud, licentious England,” we cannot imagin, unless by 
the word Infidel he intends to designate all non-Catholics, 
Nowhere is Christianity stronger than in England to-day ; 
nowhere has its influence been more persistently exercised . 


She opened her eyes’ or more woefully felt than in that land. 


and said, ‘‘O papa !” and placing her little hand over the 


The Liberal party is to be congratulated upon the posses- 
‘sion by the orthodox church of an Egbert, If Egbert will 
continue his defense of orthodoxy, the Liberals can rest for 
& time from their labore, for his defense ia, in effect, a better 
attack than many of the Liberals themselvs hav yet made. 
Still, let them not envy the church this useful man. He is 
more useful to them in the church than he would be out of 
it, and besides, we are commanded in Egbert’s Bible, ‘Thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his man-servant, 
nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his”—Egbert, for 
instance—“ nor anything that is thy neighbor’s.” 


Musie at Hornellsville. 


To tax EDITOR or THE TRUTH BERKER, Sir: A dis- 
tinguished feature of the Hornellsville Convention was the 
congregational singing, led by Prof. Suffern of this city. 
The ‘' Liberal Hymn Book " was used throughout the meet- 
ing; several hundred copies were in the hands of the audi- 
ence, who sang with a will the familiar tunes of ‘‘ Sweet By 
and By," ‘ Hold the Fort,” ** Auld Lang Syne,” and others, 
to the sensible and Liberal sentiments contained in the 31st, 
82d, 55th, and accompanying songs. At the beginning of 


We shall not attempt to rescue from the mass of illogical | the meeting Mr. Ohainey read the 38th hymn, beginning, 


verbiage in Which he imbedded them the few points which 
Mr. Egbert endeavored to make. But the wilfully false 
statements of fact of which he was guilty we will attempt to 
nail. .. DO 3 

Mr. Egbert says that “ there are two opposing systems pro- 


fessing to be true, namely, Christian faith and Infidel faith.” 


It may be that Mr. Egbert has never heard of the other sys- 
tems professing to be true, or it may be that, with the calm 
conceit of the Christian clergy, he thinks them unworthy of 
Christian notice. But the Jewish faith, the Mohammedan 
faith, the Buddhist faith, are all entitled to respectful con- 
sideration in any discussion of religion—that is, at the hauds 
of competent debaters. While these facts remain, the 
Christian faith cannot claim to hav been vindicated, even if 
it prove the “ Infidel faith," as Mr. Egbert calls it, utterly 
false. 

Mr. Egbert asserts that the ‘foundations of Infidel faith 
are moral chaos and corruptions of individual opinions." 
This is a clerical fiction long since exploded. In the year 
1876 more than thirty ministers were publicly arraigned for 
infamous crimes and misdemeanors, including adultery, 
pecuniary dishonesty, and drunkenness. Will Mr. Egbert 
name a small fraction of as many teachers of the ‘‘ Infidel 
faith" whose lives hav given evidence of a similar ** moral 
chaos?” 

Mr. Egbert says: ''Bind the criminal statistics of the 
world into one ponderous volume, and you will hav the ag- 
gregated logical fruits of Infidel faith; and on the other 
hand, the lives of the saints and holy men, deeds of good- 
ness, justice, charity, and mercy, into another volume, and 
you hav the same of the divine faith.” 

This is a lie, 

This is the only way to characterize it, The statistics of 
crime prove it to be a lie. The experience of every prison 
official in the country proves it to be a lie, Far from im- 


"My faith looks up to thee, 
. Light of the living free, 
Science divine.” ; 

. He said the lines of that hymn sounded the key-note of the 
Liberal movement. They were sung with animation to the 
well-known tune '* New Haven.” 

On the last evening of the Convention Mr. Wakeman 


‘stepped forth on the platform with the hymn hook in his 


hand, to deliver his profoundly logical and thought-awaken- 
ing lecture on the*' Church of the World,” and he indicated 
the singing of that very appropriate song, No. 71, entitled, 
“A New Faith.” Even the Christian evangelist, that Cath- 
olic brother, who tried so hard to persuade the Protestant 
Infidels and Freethought Infidels present alike to return to 
the Roman sheepfold, bought a “ Libera! Hymn Book,” and 
it is to be hoped that the perusal of ita pages convinced him 
that the morality of Liberals, as thereirt set forth, is as pure 
as any &0-called Christian morality. 

The example thus set at Hornellsville should be followed 
generally at Liberal meetings. The religion of humanity 
must be practiced as well as preached. Grand and noble 
thoughts can be fixed in the minds of people by marrying 
the words which express those thoughts to pleasant music. 
And let those who cannot siag still memorize these Liberal 
songs and hav their children memorize them, encouraging 


the little ones to do so by suitable rewards. Then will just 
and true sentiments mske constant melody in the souls of 
men and women, and attune their lives to harmony with 
nature’s laws and to the rythm of the universe, 


ELizA B. Burnz. 
oo ——— de 


Where, oh, Where? 


To THE EDITOR or Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Lost, 
somewhere between the heaven of ''oulture" and the 
** hell" of reason, the National Liberal League of America. 
Oan you tell us of its present hiding or shouting place? 

Princeton, Mass., Sept. 6, 1880. Ezra H. HEYWOOD. 


620 The Gruth Seeker, September 95, 1880. 
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£ iter £ fi e 3 betore and a word said in is favor. i I wiih every Tereon n 

eurre rom rien avor of retaining the Bible in schools was compelled to 

Utm ur i » giv it a thorough Sese under the penalty of forfeiting a 
z : seat at the right hand of God if they resisted.. It is strong, 
logica!, and convincing, Suceess to youl, .. AES 
* Why Don'tGod Kill the Devil?” came on the heels of 
the other, being & Clincher to the former, My improper 
answer is that he would kill him, if he was a sensible God, 
to expedite matters, rather than by the slow conversion of 
sinners to place them above his reach. But with a little 
forethought, as a wise designer, he would never hav made 
him ; but he must hav become fatigued, and therefore not 
accountable for making a devil in his weariness, Your cuts 
are refreshing, and must. to the Christian, illustrate their 
God with a vengeance, Yours truly, . ELLA E. Gipson. 


way through, and for Grant once, but he was not smart 
enough to fool me the second time. Since then I hav been 
a Greenback. Liberal Greenback first, Liberal secosd. 
Why? Because Greenbackism pertains to bresd, and Lib- 
eralism is the outgrowth of a full stomach. 

Don't talk to me of the Liberal growth of our people, or 
of the evolution of our nation to a bigher plane of human- 
ity, when our national government i8 robbing the whole 
maes of cur honest laborers of the largest share of the prod- 
ucts of their own toil to pay a tax on bonds and interest on 
national bank note paper. It does not take a very wise 
head to see the influence of this policy. It reduces our 
laborers to poverty, poverty reduces them to ignorance, 
ignorance to vice and brutality. 

Don’t talk to me of Liberal growth under such conditions, 
Hav our millionaires ever thought of tbis? Hav they ever 
read of the Revolution in France? of the guillotine, where 
the heads of thousands of the would be influential citizens 
were severed from their body? Do they know of the large 
landed estates of France before this epoch, and the small 
farms and happy homesteads since? And do they know 
that France stands at the head of civilization to-day ? and if 
the pope of Rome would take his oppressiv finger from off 
the nation that it would speedily eclipse all others? And 
why? Because France protects the laborers in the right of 
the fruit of their own toil. 

I yet hav the privilege of the ballot, and with that I can 
enter my protest against this governmental robbery. I want 
it recorded where it can be seen of all men, and especially 
by the robbera; and if brothers Bennett, Leland, and Wake- 
man can convince me where I can appropriate my vote to 
better advantage, Iam at their services; but don’t ask me 
to drown or obliterate this sacred privilege in the filthy pool 
of Democratic or Republican politics, where. it can never 
gee the light again, 

An honest, intelligent man is the highest development of 
earth, but a policy man is an arrant hypocrit. The honest 
man acts from principle, has a rule of life and a line of 
duty, and hews to that line regardless of where the chips 
fall; but the man of policy has no line; his blows are bap- 
hazard, with the foolish notion that the chips may fall into 
his chipyard, which they never do. It is not in the history 
of chipyards tbat chips of any value ever fell from a policy 
axe; but there is a trite saying that ‘‘a blow for revenge 
always rebounds hardest on the head of the giver.” 

When men tell me they.are Greenbackers at heart, and 
all their sympathies are with the party, and then say they 
are going to vote with either of the old rotten parties, I hav 
to exclaim, ** O Consistency, thou art a jewel!” 

Ithink the times are ominous in future events, Is not 
our country big with labor? and is nof something to be 
brought forth in the near future, If so, I elect the Green- 
back party as midwife. . And if it should be a new birth of 
treedom, they would be the most interested and competent 
to protect and cherish the new savior; and if it should prove 
to be a monster of despotism they would be just the fellows 
to shut off its wind before it should giv the first yell of 
* Down with the traitors,” which has always been the fa- 
miliar cry of despots. Yours respectfully, 

' J. B. THOMSON, 


i ‘Bart, PA., Aug. 21, 1880. 

Eprror Trury SEEKER: I hav received Volume II, of 
“The Gode," and am much more pleased with it. than with 
the first volume. It is a work of great value—and so mar- 
velously cheap! Iwas never much of a believer in mira- 
cles, but if the compiling and getting up of this work is not 
a miracle, it comes the closest to a real, genuin miracle of 
anything I hav yet seen. 

Here I must saya good word for a little book called 
* John's Way” that I hay lately read, by Elmina D. 
Slenker, If this little work could be generally read, espe- 
cially by the young, I think it would do more to open peo- 
ple’s eyes to the delusions of Christianity than many a larger 
book. -Every Liberal should get this little book—it is only 
fifteen cente—and lend it to his friends and neighbors. 

The political question, it seems, is waxing Warm in THE 
TRUTA SEEKER. Well, let it rip; it will, perhaps, do some 
little good in the way of lessening the bigotry and prejudice 
of politics, for there is a vast amount of bigotry and preju- 
dice in politics as well as religion. It is no wonder that 
friend Bennett is going to make use of every means in his 
power to defeat the Republicans. That is not only clearly 
‘his right, but it is his duty to hurl from power, if possible, 
the autbors of the outrages that hav been heaped upon him 
and others, : 

Isay amen to making use of the Democrats to knock the 
brains out of the Republican party, and then, if the Demo- 
crats are no better than the Republicans, turn about and 
knock the Democrats all to smithers—if all this can be 
done, but here is the rub. ` 

Mr. Leland's plan is a good one if, in practice, it will 
only work wel. Iam afraid we poor Liberals and Infidels} 
will get tired of wielding the club over the heads of these 
two old parties before we knock into them any rights that 
they are bound to respect in us. I am thinking there will 
be a great clatter and a great many clubs worn out over 
these two old parties before we school them sufficiently to 
allow us to graduate and get our rights. f 

Although these two old parties hate each other politi- 
cally, and could cut each other's throats, in religion they. 
are in most perfect harmony. If the Democrats are less re- 
ligious and more Liberal than the Republicans, I hav not. 
discovered it. : 

It is said Hancock is a Liberal. Don’t he say in his letter 
of acceptance “with divine favor” he will do so and so? 
No true Liberal, or, in other words, Infidel, could talk that 
way. If he should be elected (but that is not likely) he. will 
appoint thanksgiving days and go into partnership with: 
Providence to run the government just like all the former 
Presidents, with the exception of Jefferson. I tell you, 
gentlemen, there is little difference between these two old 

arties. 
B I don’t profess to understand this financial question, but 
{t seems to me the Greenbsck party is pretty near on the 
right track. The Greenback party is the workingman's 
. party, and is deadly opposed to the great aristocratic money 
ower, 

Ishall from this out hav nothing to do with these old par- 
ties that deny men’s rights on account of difference of opin- 
jon on the one hand and difference of color on the other, 
but will vote the Greenback ticket if I vote at all. Brother 
Infidels, go and do likewise, or do as you please. 


` Denver, Towa, Sept. 1, 1880. 

To ROBERT G. INGERSOLL AND OTHERS : You profess, a8 
we understand, to be in favor of the euccess of Garfield and 
the Republican party. You profess opposition to the Com- 
Stock act, and the proposed ‘‘God in the Constitution” 
amendment. You profess sympathy for D. M. Bennett, 
who fell a victim to the cursed Comstock act of 1873. Now 
did not that act pass both houses of Congress while those 
houses were strongly Republican ? and receive the spproval 
of the Republican executiv, Gen, Grant? Is not Judge 
Benedict a Republican? Is not Anthony Comstock a Re- 
publican ? Could he hav received or held the appointment 
had he been otherwise ? Can you conceive of an act more 
emphatically Republican, in its modern acceptation ?  . 

Again, when Senator Edmonds, of Vermont, a Republi. 
can, introduced the proposed ‘‘God in the Constitution " 
amendment to the Republican Senate of the United States, 
in 1876, did not every Republican senator therein, entitled 
to vote, vote ia favor of such proposition ? Can you con- 
Ceive of a more contradictory position in which & man can 
place himself than to profess Liberal principles while work- 
ing for the continued domination of a party marked with 
the most shameful acts of oppression that ever disgraced 
this nation since the establishment of African slavery ? 
Would it not be proper to place on the tombstone of such a 
man: ` 1 

” With one hand he put a penny in the urn of poverty, 
And with the other took a shiliing out?” : 
: D: M, FARBINGTON. 

To vax EDITOR OF Taz TRUTA SEEKER, Dear Sir: 
I hav heard most of our female Spiritualist and reform 
speakers for forty years, but I hav not heard one who ‘can 
both charm and convince as can Mrs, Parry. Her mental 
organism is a happy and. harmonious blending of the intel- 
lectual, spiritus!, and intuitional. Her discourses on Sun- 
day, on "The Evolution of Thought and the Progress of 
Ideas,” was a masterly chain or fabric of logic, impregnable 
and irrefutable.: Like a wise builder, she clears away all 
rubbish, ‘and lays her premises on a firm, immovable basis 
of nature. Her clear, precise definitions, her pertinent facta 
and illustrations, her rigid and unsparing analysis of old, 
absurdities, assumptions, and dogmas, her pointed, em-. 
phatic, earnest, most impressiv manuer, at once convince 
the intellect and inspire and thrill the spirit of the developed 
and impressible hearer. ; . 

If she is not now a Spiritualist, she is spiritual, or refined, 
which is more than can be said of many who call themselva 
Spiritualists. If she doubts a spirit world, she has one. in. 
her own organism and life, and her fat-seeing mind ‘sees the 
infinit possibilities of nature to make the “summer land " 
.on earth by human evolution, growth, and refinement, If 
you want a '' feast of reason and a flow of soul," hear Mrs. 
Parry. May she be constantly employed in her great hu- 
manitary Work ! . J. H. Cook. 


Iowa City, Aug. 16, 1880. . 
D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: Please find inclosed $5.00, 
$3.00 of which are for subscription, the other $2 00 for 
your expenses to Brussels, $1.00 from Jessie Stra wbridge, 
and $1.00 from myself. I think brother T, C. Leland’s 
arguments are good and timely, and should be well consid- 
ered by every well-thinking Liberal, but I see there are some 
in our ranks that call themselvs Liberal who hav not out-- 
grown the coat they wore when 8 cnild. 
Yours in truth,  — J. J. DIETZ, 


THE PRO TEM, EDITOR TAKEN TO TASK. 


l Rosz, N. Y., August 18, 1880, 

To THE EDITOR or TuE TRUTH EEKER, Sir: TEE 
TRUTH ŠEEKER is a splendid paper, and I ani sorry to see it 
leading politically jn the wrong direction, into the camp of 
* the unterrified Democracy.” Perhaps it is not surprising, 
‘lin view of the late experience of its chief, but it appears to 
me that your last issue giva evidence of your zeal having 
outstripped your discretion. In your reply to R. P. Lewis 
you use these words: “As for the outrages upon the 
negroes, if there are any genuin ones, they are fully offset 
by the disfranchisement and arrest of a thousand or more 
Irishmen in this city by Jobnny Davenport, United States 
marshal.” Whether or not the practical disfranchisement 
of a large proportion of the voters of the South was accom- 
plished without any ‘‘genuin outrages upon the negroes” we 
will not now discuss, but I wish to be more fully informed 
in regard to the outrages perpetrated upon those Irishmen 
in your city by Johnny Davenport. 

In order to get a correct understanding of the case it is 
necessary to go back to the year 1868, In that year the 
Democratic party determined to make a desperate effort to 
regain control of the government. Tweed was then in his 

lory, and Tilden was chairman of the Democratic State 
Commitee: An immense number of fraudulent naturaliza- 
tion papers was issued in the city of New York, chiefly 
through Judges Barnard and McCunn, by means of which 
the will of the people was overborne and the great state of 
New York—in a political sense—lay bound and helpless at 
the feet of Wm. M, Tweed and his coadjutors, and Juhn T. 
Hoffman was installed as governor, and the electoral vote 
was given to Seymour and Blair. Horace Greeley often de- 
clared that Grant and Griswold received a majority of the 
legal votes of the state. So much for Democratic regard for 
* the right preservativ of all rights.” 

It was useless for the people to attempt, through state 
action, to arrest this monster evil of fraudulent voling, as 
the officials who only bad power to apply the remedy were 
parties to the crime, At length the general government 
came with necessary laws to our assistance, and appointed 
John I. Davenport chief supervisor of elections in your city. 
His business was and is to hunt this fraudulent element 
from the polls. How well he has performed it let Demo- 
cratic howls answer, ; 

Now, Mr. Editor, aesuming as you do that Mr. Daven- 
port has disfranchised a thousand or more legal voters in 
your city—no persons except lezal voters can be disfran- 
Chised—1 most respectfully ask you to giv the names of 
those Votera, and also the number that hav been kiiled, be- 
Cause the outrages inflicted upon them being fully an offset 
to the outrages upon the pegroes, à large number must hav 
suffered death. If Mr, Davenport has disfranchised and 
arrested a thousand or more legal voters, and inflicted 
outrages upon them equal to the outrages upon the negroes, 
he deserves to be ‘‘damned to everlasting fame," and if 
there is any atronger damnation he deserves that too, to- 


È 


J, Kına. 


' Mopzero, CAL., Aug. 28, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Iam highly pleased with the 
contents of your noble seeker after truth this week more 
than usual. In fact, every week seems to improve on the 
previous one. Such a diversity of opinions touching the 
questions of politics, Materialism, and Spiritualism ! 

J say, Hurrah for Sally Aun! I like and admire her tone 
and temper, I believe a woman should hav every right a 
man has; and, in fact, I don’t think itis fair for a man to 
hav the good things of this world that a woman can’t share 
with him. i . 

I am inclined to believe, and, in fact, subscribe to, the 
theory of Materialism, but really hope that I am in error 
and thatour Spiritual friends hav found the true philosophy. 
There must be something eternal. The first cause of all 
effects, or God, duration, and space, exiats of philosophical 
necessity, and that space was eternally filled with primeval 
matter. When I say that they exist of necessity, I mean 
that the contrary of space and duration cannot possibly be 
conceived. If infinit space were filled with an infinit globe 
it would be space filled. If that globe were struck out of 
existence it would: be space empty. Filled or empty, it 
would still be space. As space exists of necessity, it is ab- 
solutely and positivly eterna), and hence could never hav 
been created nor changed. The same is true in relation. to 
durgtion, Duration must hav rolied on, even if there had 
been no revolutions of suos and worlds to mark its periodā. 
'The contrary cannot possibly be conceived, hence duration 
and space both exist of philosophical necessity and are abso- 
lutely eternal. Endless duration ig the age of the ‘first 
grand cause, or Jehovah, and space is the empire in ‘which 
it dwells and reigns, This space was also eternally filled 
with mind and invisible matter in its original state. They 
both exist of philosophical necessity. Hence matter is eter- 
nal, because if there ever had been a period when there was 
nothing in existence, a8 it regards matter, then nothing 
would now hav been, for nothing cannot create itself into 
something, The same is true in relation to mind. If there 
ever hag been a period when there was no mind in exist. 
ence, then 52 mind could now hav been, for mind could not 
hav created itself, as this would be admitting mind to hay 
acted before it existed. Fence mind and primeval matter 
are botb co-existent and co-eternal, - . - 

The most important question at issue is, What constitutes 
the testimony sufficient to substantiate the fact that man 
will enjoy & second life? Our Cbristian friends say that 
they will enjoy this boon to the exclusion of all the rest of 
the world; but the idea {is ẹ fallacy on its face. In my hum- 
fore opinion, it will be very fortunate for the masses of so- 
called Christians that their theory pf faith proves to be a|geiher with the party that sustgins him. But if, on the 
&ounding brass and aà tinkling symbol, — | other hand, he has punished only the miscreants that hav 

J hav heard of one Liberal among the clergy of Christen- | preyed upon ‘‘the right preservativ of all rights,” he de- 
dom, As pastor gf a Presbyterian church in Missouri, he | serves the thanks of all honest men, : 
invites Liberals of sj] shades to communicate with his} Mr. Editor, I hav endeavored to be perfectly respectful, 
paper, Success to liberty, . Yours truly, but I felt that in your reply to Mr. Lewis you had assumed 

C. C. LUTHER. |á wrong position, and I hav toiled to make it apparent, I 
hope I nav succeeded in doing so, As this is a free confer- 
ence I truet you will giv all sides a fair hearing. 

"Yours for mental liberty, CHARLES LYMAN, 


PORTSMOUTH, O., Sept. 10, 1880. 

DEAR FRIENDS OF Tanta AND LIBERAL THUUGHT: 
Nothing givs me so much assurance of your liberality as the 
manner in which you hav given the columns of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER to those who wish to discuss the religious and polit- 
ical questions of the day. 

Iam not a subscriber to Tas TRUTH SEEKER, but for a 
long time hav bought it as regularly as [ take my meals, and 
thereby not only help the publisher, but also the man who 
sells it, and realizes taat much more toward the support of 
a family. A M 

I hav read about ail of the interesting articles on the 
political issue since the two nominations were made, and 
take pleasure in reading the arguments on both sides, but 
hav until now withheld my say on the subject, To piv the 
reader some idea as to how I stand to-day I will tell them 
how I hav stood for the past twenty-five years.. I became a 
voter in 1855, and voted the following year for John C. Fre 
mont, This, I think, was my first vote. Ia 1860 I voted for 
Mr. Lincoln, and in 1864 I think :I. did not vo e at all ; in 
1868 I voted for U. S, Grant, and in 1872 and 1876 I did not 
vote at all, so that in six presidential elections 1 nave voted 
three times and hav helped make but two Presidents, Lin- 
coln and Grant. ' e ne 

‘And now as the twe great politieal parties seem’ to be 
getting. us Infidels all tangled up. I hav thought that it 
might be of some interest also to know how I stand relig- : 
iously a8 well as politically, and how I hav stood for the . 
past twenty-five years on that question, v 

J think all who hav known me from my boyhood will bear ` 
me out in saying that I hav always been friendly to any 
move having a tendency to better the condition of earth’s 
inhabitants. The church holds, and always has done 80, 
that there is no moral teaching outside the church unless the 
same was stolen from the church, and like many others I 
was fool enough to believe it. But when [ commenced to 
investigate for myself the scales fell from my eyes and I- 
began to see things in their true light. And now when I- 
turn my eyes back to the church and see the millions :of ` 
misguided beings who do not allow themselves to think, act, 
or even hope for themselvs, I thank iny God that the Infi- 
del portion of this wotld is waking up and offering some- 
thing far superior to old theology to the sons and daughters | 
of man as food for the hungry soul. i PU 

When we see the hypocrisy, vanity, and evil doings of 
ETN the priesthood and their dupes of to-day, it reminds u$ that 
BARBE, Mass. August 20, 1880. |every church spire is but an index to an unknown world 

Mn. Bapooox ; The receipt of your “Open Letter to the | where they expect to find a visionáry God with whom they 
St, Johns School Board” should hav been acknowledged can compromise for their diabolical intrigues, j 


; CAMPTOWN, Pa., Sept. 7, 1880. 
"Ma. EorrOo&: Iam sixty-five years of age, My first two 
votes were given for President Harrison; for the next six- 
teen years i voted with the Abolition party. When the 
Republican party was formed they confiscated every plank 
in our platform. J was for Fremont, for Lincoln all the 


The Tenth Seeker, September 88, 1880. — 
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These things hav made, me: sick :at: heart, from which I 
found no relief until I became an Tafidel and a Spiritualist, 
and even now, when I read of the devilish doings of these 
hy poerits, it brings on a sudden attack of palpitation, 

And now as to the political pot from which either of the 
leading parties are ready to. dip up pottage to the voter, in 
exchange for which he is expected to surrender up his birth- 
right, and in many cases.his manhood also, I hav just this 
much to say. I hav never before voted for a Democratic 
candidate for the position of high cockalorum in the White 
House. And how now ? How about Garfield ? did he take 
the back grab of the salary pay ? Hesays, No. Then how 
could he offer to donate the five thousand dollars of your 
money and mine to a Campbellite college at Bethany, in West 
Virginia—the very thing we are opposed tc, being taxed 
to support theological colleges and churches. But here is a 
case ten times more aggravating, for the money was stolen 
directly from you und me and offered to Bethany College. 
What was their answer to Mr. Garfield ? They were more 
honest than he was, for they said that they could not accept 
money that was not honorably obtained. How can the Re- 
publioan party find fault when their enemies accuse him of 
taking the .back pay when his friends said that he had no 
right to the money, and that they could not accept of it ? 
Can I, as en Infidel, support a man that roba me of my 
money and 'givs it to a church ? 

We find fault with Mr. Hayes for refusing to pardon our 
Standard-bearer, Mr. Bennett; then lask my brother Infi- 
dela, What can we expect from a man like Garfield, whom I 
consider to be the very worst enemy we would hav to con- 
tend with ? Mr. Garfield can in no way exonerate himself 
from the back-pay grab. If he did not take it, how in God's 
name could;he offer to donate to Bethany College? And if 
he did take it, and considered that there was nothing wrong 
in taking it, why does he leave itin the treasury ? i 

- Now, my friends, I am called a sorehead, and I accept of 
the term ; [. hav it bad, so very bad thát I am becoming 
bald-headed, and if we fail to. elect Haacock I fear I will 
lose evéry hair in my head. For if we are to be ruled by 
stealing preachers, who donate the spoils to churches and 
theological colleges, and to support such' men as Comstock 
to.miad other people's business, then we Infidels might ae 
well throw up the sponge and goin sackcloth and ashes, and 
then the less hair we hav the better. : . 

But what surprises me most is that Mr, Ingersoll can 
ignore all that has been proved against Mr, Garfield, and yet 
support bim when he knows that he is one of. ihe most dan- 
geroug enemies to oür- Liberal cause, 

- With malice toward none bu: a knave, and charity for any 
who may, steal to subdue hunger, : 1 am, respectfully, č 
pope EA Reed iesu ves OW, A, FAZE. 

e Punt, N, Y., Sept. 18, 1880. 

EDITOR. TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: à hav juer finished 
reading Mr. Cùsiaey’s report of the Hornelleville Conven- 
tion, aud Ll, want to congratulate the many readers of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER who. were deprived ot the privilege of en- 
joying ihat‘rare intellectual. and- social feast upon being 
favored with so fair and impartial a report of it as the one 
furnished by;the pen: of our gifted and newly-converted 
brother... ME . l 

As our reporter was too modest to mention his own con- 
tributions to the interest of the occasion, I. was very glad of 
Mr. Thomas':** Qorroborativ Testimony " on that point, to 
which it is not necessary for me perhaps to add a single 
word, yet 1 will simply say that Bro. Chainey's numer. 
ous gems of thought and truth, presented in their maryel- 
ously beautiful word settings, were a treat to every culiurec 
and esthe:ical ear that listened. Those of us who had made 
Mr, Chainey’s acquaintance througa THE TRUTH SEEKER 
found him "allour fancy painted bim," and well muy ihe 
church mourn over the loss of so able a champion. Now 
that his quest of truth has led him into the Liberal ranks, I 
hope he may be activly employed, and his services to the 
cause of Freethought and human progress be thoroughly 
appreciated and generously remunerated, aad that neiner 
himself nor his noble. wife, who declared herself willing to 
liv on & crust rather than hav him preach what he did not be- 
lieve, may never regret having cut loose from the old ties aud 
associations. Ramember, friends, that "tis these brave men 
and women that are publicly fighting for freedom cf thought, 
speech, and conscience who are the targets for the enemy; 
and do not fail to stay up their haads with cordial sy mpa- 
thy and substantial support. While you reraain in your 
shops, warehouses, and on your farms quietly. reading your 
Liberal books and papers, or holding a friendly discussion 
with a neighbor, it makes very little difference with the cur- 
rent of your daily lives whether you are Caristian or Inti- 
del, but the moment you step on to the rostrum or take up 
your pen and publicly espouse an unpopular cause, you: are 
made to feel the difference in its full significance. Yet even 
such a transition as this cannot, I think, test one’s courage 
and loyalty to truth and duty as much as the one which 
brothers Bell, Burnham, Chainey, abd many others hav. 
hav made irom a popular to an unpopular cause, 

Having been shut off the temperance plat‘orim, where I 
had earnestly and honestly wrought-for nearly three years to 
advance the cause of morality and physical purity, because 
I chose to publiciy announce myself a Freethiuker, lthink 
I can speak intelligently upon this subject. And though 
many of my Christian friends marvel much that Í can *' afiil- 
jate with the coarse and vulgar biasphemy of R G. Inger- 
8011,” I do not feel at all disgraced, but consider myself uon- 
ored in having the warm hand of fellowship extended to me 
by the noble men and women whom I met at ‘Chautauqua 
and Hornellaville. And though this great lfreethought 
movement may attract to it some who sre not true expo- 
nents of ita principles, until the. Christians hav cleared their 
ranks of every discreditable ‘individuai they should be lers 
lavish with the opprobrious epiibets they apply; to us. 

[ want also to say ‘‘Amen ” to Mr. Chainey 8 suggestion 
in regard so paying Mr. Green a salary. Ever since coming 
to uuderetand the amount of labor performed 'by him in be- 
half of Liberalism, I hav felt that his dependcince upon vol- 
untary contributions of societies and individu pls was preca- 
rious and inadequate. I sincerely hope every League mem- 
ber will take a personal interest in the matter and see that 
at least the sum suggested by Bro. Chainey is raised for him 
during the present year. Six dollars annually is a small 
sum for any live League to pay, the pockets of whose mem- 
bers are not depleted vy a few cents or contributions to for- 
eign mission societies, and if we hav any dead ones in the 
country, let me advise them to engage the services of some 
live Libera! Speaker and proceed to the work of resurrection 
at once, * Honor bright,” Mr. Editor, I am not speaking 
“two words for myself,” as I am not as yet a competitor in 
this great field of honor and usefulness. G 
- Please find incloséd $1.00, for which send me a copy of 
Ingeraoli’s '* Gods and O:her Lectures,” one of the "' Pocket, 
Theology,” and one of Paine% “Age of Heasón." I want 
them to lend. — Manion BLUSSRB, 


ui 


: . Toronto, ONT., Sept, 9, 1880. 

Mr. Eprror : What can a fellow do wher his letters go 
astray ? On your (our) side if they do not go into the 
bands of thieves they go to the Dead Letter office, and are 
opened ard returned if found valueble. Maybe my letter 
containing a small remittance for a few tracta will yet turn 
up. In this I wish to say that I accepted Mr. Jamiegon’s 
challenge, and urged bim to fix the time and place for the 
discussion, and that this proposition stands good for all 
coming time unless sooner accepted. And you will please 
say also that arrangements hav been consummated for a 
public debate to take place in this city on the 26th, 27th, 
28h, and 29th prox, between a distinguished defender of 
Christianity from Scotland, by the name of H. A, Long, 
and myself. The resolutions to be debated are : 


lent being whom we call God. 
Taylor denies. : 

Resolved, That the universe and ell thatin itis are the 
result of natural causes. Dr. Taylor sffürms; Mr. Long 
denies. 

Resolved, That the Bible, King James's version, is the 
infallible inspiration of God aud of absolute authority as a 
ee of faith and practice. Mr, Long affirms; Dr. Taylor 

enies. . : 

Resolved, That the Bible, King James’s version, is of 
human origin, and therefore of no authority only as sus- 
tained by collateral facts and modern observations. Dr. 
Taylor éffirms ; Mr. Long denies, 

After this discussion is over he proposes to meet me at 
Buffalo for the purpose of defending the orthodox God- 
book in that city as well. I shall take pleasure in measur- 
ing swords with him at any point he may name this side of 
Hades. Roepectfully, T. B. TAYLOR, M.D, 


Mr, Long affirms; Dr. 


: j SOLEBURY, PA., Sept. 1, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir; Permit me, if you please, to 
say a few more words in your valuable paper as a reply to 
G. W. Chapman’s query in his open letter to Charles E, 
Townsend, in your issue of Aug. 21st. . T ARER. 

Not being given to much formality, I will sgy , unacquaint- 
ed brother-map», let the immortal mind of m:n soar eloft 
above the sublunary things of time brought forth by invisi- 
ble power in the ethereal regions of endless space, as in- 
sects germinate in the element of water according to the 
ever immutable, self-existent, mathematical, chemical laws 
of science, God inherent in the constitution of nature, 

Now it must be conceded that there can be no such thing 
as nothing, and that all visible things come from invisible 
substance in endless space. governed by those specified laws 
propelled to actfon by invisible force or power that per- 
meates the universe of endless space and which is the orig- 
inal, great, first, activ, effectiv cause of all subsequent. 
causes that occur in the constitution of nature; hence we: 
see the non-necessity of an individual god in nature, and | 
one outside of nature would be impossible, for nature in- | 
cludes all that is; consequently, to sum up the argument | 
in as few words as possibie, the great first cause of all causes | 
is force or power, which is the cause of all action, which is! 
the cause of all life—manifested as motion io the mineral 
kingdom, life in the vegetable kingdom, sensation in the 
animal kingdom, and intelligence in man—the keystone of 
tbe arch of progress from nature up to nature’s gods, as 
written in the eighty-second Psalm, ''I hav said, Ye sre 
gods; and all of you are children of the Most High”—d es- 
tined to hav dominion over all the creatures of Father 
Science God and Mother Nature, the great parental cavise 
from whence contingent causes flow. 


The world it moves, nll nature, too, 
In vast, unbounded space: 

The old must succumb to the new, 
In. time's eventful race. 


As mighty orbs go rolling reund 
In vast, unbounded space, 

With seientifio, mighty power 
To keep them in their place. 


Mathematical chemical science, 
For evermore the same 

Great ruler of tho universe, 
We call it God by name. 


Its ever-aetiv, mighty force 
All nature must obey. 
From good to better and to best 


* It works its onward way, 


From good to better and to best 
All things in nature run, 
Uatil the right comes uppermost, 
And justice shall be done, 
E W. ALLEN. 


Respectfully, 
— ee 


The Freethinker» Convention. 


The following resolutions drawn up by our distinguished 
friend, Lewis Masquerier, for the Freethinkers’ Convuntion, 
I would like to hav published in Tan TauTa BEEEKEXM. 

H L, Green, 


WEEREAS, A religious and political priesthood are in 8 
universal conspiracy throughout Europe and America to 
extinguish all free thought in religion and government; 
they are suppressing all Liberal presses, books, societivs, 
and institutions; they are extorting enormous contribu: 
tions, taxes, and rents to be squandered in exorbitant sal- 
aries that pauperize the people, produce famine, increase 
standing armies and police to fight for dynasties, to depre- 
date on uncffending nations, to hold the balance of power 
and to force one-half of the people to slaughter the other 
half whenever they rise to redress their grievances; 
Resolved, therefore, that the religious sentiment in its 
frantic worship of unknowabie gods and deluding hope of 
a future life, can only engender bigotry and persecution, 
or hypocrisy. It sits like an incubus upon humanity, 
extorting millions of contributions forthe support of the 
clergy in their igaorance and false pretenses in pretending 
to convert its so-called own and foreign heathen, instead of 
dedicating ita churches as lyceums, museums of Fre thought 
apd instruction. 
Resolved, That a)l cffice-holding governments, whether 
hereditary or electiv, are but different forms of the usur- 
pation of the sovereignty of ‘the people, which never haa 
been, nor ever can be, delegated or represented, any more 
than Volition, eating, sleeping, or reproduction can be done 
by proxy. Ja voting, therefore, for a so-called representa. 


‘tiv or officer the voter only confirme, instead of delegating 


hig sovereignity, Which is already slenated by the institu- 
tions of society and government. And accordingly all 
constitutions provide for the election of officers more than 
for the establishment. of the thorough rights of man. . 
Resolved, That all landlordism and monopoly of the soil 
beyond a proper share are merely legalized robbery, and 
scould be restored to the landless and producing masses, 


Resolved, That the universe and all that in it is were. 
created by a personal, omnipotent, omniscient, and beuevo- | 


declared a8 inalienable during life, held in individual and 
equal shares, and guaranteed free from all traffic, debt, tox. 
mortgage, wills, communiem, etc., but may only be 
exchanged with each other for emigration, but never sold 
for money or otber moveables any more than the bodies of 
men, for the soil and appurtenant elements of air, water, 
and light are man’s outside body. Pu 


[From tha Banner of Light.) 
New Pablications. 


THE GODS AND RELIGIONS OF ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES. 
By D. M. Bennett, editor of THe TRUTH SEEEER, au- 
thor of the ** Champions of the Church," etc, Vol. If, 
New York: D, M. Bennett, 141 Eighth street. 

We hav received the second volume of this large and 
'eomprehensiv work, the first having been noticed by us 
‘some time since., It contains 957 pager, from which it may 
be inferred that the author has brought together a vast 
number of historical facts in furtherance of his purpose to 
supply all information possible to be obtained relating to 
the gods and religions of all nations and tribes of mev, from 
, the most remote psriod to the present, Commencing with 
the earliest known form of religion, fetichism, the worship 
of stocks and stones, bones of animals, shells, pieces of 
: wood, plants, etc., in the belief that they were endowed 
| with life and a sort of divinity, the long and broad pano- 
rama of strange, cruel, and grotesque religious beliefs passes 
before the reader, showing to an observant and thoughtful 
mind that they possess, in greater or leas degree, one thing 
in common pointing to a common origin for all. . 80 long 
as these beliefs cling to earth and partake of an earthly na- 
ture they are grossly material, and hang like millstones on 
tbe necks of the people. Those religious beliefs are the 


highest that contain the most of the spiritual, and the fur- ` 


; ther removed they are from ‘‘stocks and stones” the more 
‘closely: are they related to the life and the spirit. 
{ "The various forms of primitiv religion being considered, 
, the work passes to a complete review of the religions of the 
Hindoos, Persiane, Chaldeans, Chinese, Egyptiane, Assyr- 
! ians, Phoenicians, Grecians, Romans, Teutons, and Druids ; 
(then follow Mohammedanism, Judaism, and Christianity, 
, neatly the entire latter half of the book being devoted to the 
"latter-—which ;being the form of religion most known and 
| worshiped by those most likely to become the readers of the 
| book, the author considers of primary importance in his 
| work, A very thorough investigation into its origin is in- 
stituted, and such historical testimony as is obtainable 
respecting it is brought to light. Its rise and progress are 
then shown, likewise its teachings and the influence they 
hav exerted upon the progress of mankind. Comparisons 
are made between these and those of other religions, espe- 
cially Buddhism, Mohammedanism, and the doctrins of 
Confucius, As the main features of all religious systems 
are given, and a sufficient number ef extracts from the 
sacred books of each presented, the reader is enabled to be 
his own judge of their respectiv merits, independent of the 
views held by Mr. Bennett, For this reason the work is a 
valuable one, and eannot fail to be appreciated by all who 
are not bound by creed or shackled by prejudice, but desire 
| the truth, and the whole truth, come whence it may. 
——— —— 9 99———— —- 


Mr. Stevens's New Book. 


“Faith and Reason" is the name of a remarkable book 
| which is entitled to a more worthy and extended notice than 
the limited space in our columns will permit. Itis the result 
of laborious investigation and earnest inquiry concerning 
the Christian religion and all the prominent systems of relig- 
ion which hav preceded and followed the advent of Chris- 
tianity. 

It will be a surprise to many believers to learn that thou 
sands of years before the birth of the Savior not less than 
ten different systems of religious belief had s80 possessed the 
human mind as to impart an immediate significance to the 
question, '' Canst thou by searching find out God?” The 
earnest longings of the human soul to penetrate the mysteri- 
ous future is indeed coeval with the human raco. 

The followers of Confucius, Brahma, Buddha, Zoroaster, 
and Moses, as well 88 Mohammed and later enthusiasts, 
built their doctrins on the Christian corner-stone, '* What 

shall I do to be saved?” as did the apostles of Jesus of Naz- 
areth, but the practical results therefrom are but little 
known except by contrast, and to the professed thzologian, 

This little volume of less than four hundred and fifty 
pages constitutes in its condensed form a perfect encyclo- 
pedia of the religious beliefs of the human race from ‘‘ the 
beginning." The author is one Who believes in the free inter- 
change of opinions, and in the right to interrogate without 
timidity any religious system in which the handiwork of 
man overrides the injunction, ** Deal justly, love mercy, and 
w&lk humbly before God.” 

To those who pursue the old beaten pathway, and whore 
ideas of the future state are derived from association and 
contact, and not from patient investigation and research, 
this volume will be especially interesting. Its author, like 
Mr. Beecher, believes in the firm maintenance of everything 
which leads to good works, promotes love, mercy, and 
truth, or in any way increases the happiness aud stimulates 
the human race. ., 

The preparation of the work has involved a prodigious 
amount of labor, undertaken under sore : flliction and disap- 
pointment, The author is possessed of erudition, modestly 
but independently expressed.: The acuteness of his remarks 
and his clear and concise method of putting forth his views 
convey the imvression th»t be is indeed an earnest seeker 
after truth. We regret our space does not permit copious 
extracta to illustrate his object —Newburgh Daily Register. 

The author of the work is Ralsey R, Stevens, of New- 
burgh, N. Y., and it is for stle at this office.—Ep, T. B. 


A. L. RAWSON arrived in this city, from Europe, the 15th, 
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Abigail, King David's Victim. 
BY ALHAZA. | 
Bhá Re with careless grace upon amilk-white 
sast, 
Her jeweled bosom trembled ‘neath the gleam 
Of evening’s light; her ripened, sun-dyed 
arms, 
Disdained her robe empearied, her searlet vest; 
Her eye, a memory, steeped In tender flame, 
Her volce was mellow as a Southern dream. 


He came; a stolen crown adorned bis brow, 

Nor from her beauty moved his greedy eye; 

“Such isthe glowing fruit that falls to mo, 

Thy drunken spouse must be aa naught to 
thee. 

No power shall snatch thee from me, high or 


low; 
And for hig small dominions what care I?” 


He bowed his head „With kingly, barbarous 
graco; f " 

The wild wind sweeping by them gave a moan 

As the foul villain kissed her lovely face, 

Tearful and pale, how could she bear her 
griet? 

The scented paesing breeze brought no rellet, 

She knew her husband's heart would turn to 
gtone, 


The shrieking wind woke Nabal from hie sleep; 
He wildly staggered, heard the bitter tale, 
Then sobbing, bid bis wretched, bloated face, 
** My Abigail, my beantiful, for thee I weep; 
Drown me, Jehovah dark, in deathful sleop.” 
He reeled and fell mid golden cup and vase, 
His treasures rich were withored, black, and 
stale. 


THERX was an article in the Worth Amertcan 
Review recently from “a striker” in which 
capital 1e thus warned : The capitalist must not 
gamble with the bread of the workingman, or | Price, 25 cants. Forsale at this ofice. 
if he does, let him regard where that specala- " 


tion led France one hundred years ago, when SUPERSTITION 


financiers made a corner in flour and the peo- 
THE RELIGION OF 


ple broke the ring with the ax of the guillotine, 

A New and Important Work, entitled | çe ; S 
Believe or be Damned." 

OPEN LETTER TO THE 


OUTLINES OF PRREWOLOGY, | ^ oou 


BY F. E, ASPINWALL, M.D., 
Graduate of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College BY 
and the New York Phrenological M. BABCOCK. 
Tnstitute. 


This work is intended both aa a chart for tho 
se of phrenologist8 and & text-book for stu- 
dente t As a chart it will be | schools; the 
lete than any other |t Ó 
ect, It contains in 
avelopments, one 


THE DEVIL? 
(Mic 
BY M. BABCOOK, 


.) School Board. 


ST. 


H ition to the ” Tab 
‘Adapt ati 


H “Conjugal Adaptation. 
n 


erfectly eas undergtand, are calculated to | th 
porte Hb LAE at once both Interest! and t 
yeotn The work contains also f 
eseriptions of the temperaments, 
DURO hon th, ete,, and all no faou LADIES : 
ere 
p? Jovolopme t, slong with exo lone ! 
: “Save, On,, July 17, 1880, 
“S, H. PRESTON, Dear Sir: Piease send me by 
express, C. O. D, to Portland, Or,, Lern (one 
hundred dollara) worth of that " Oomstook ” 
Syringe. I mean businons, 
n. MARY BOLANDER," 


Only sízteen had been sold when 
COMSTOOK 
set out to suppress it. Now orders come as 


labor & 
be found wel 


the faeulties, and is handsomely printed and |above Grand jurymen buy it for their wives. 
bound. Price, paper, 60 conta; cloth. 76 cents, | tis SIMPLE, SATE, INFALLIBLY RELIABLE, neo- 
Address D, M, BENNETT essary to HEALTH and personal purity, and ig 


pronounced by patients and physicians to be 
he greatest 
GODSEND To THE SEX 


gotten up in this generatlon, Sent securely 
oxed, with private inatructlong for special uae. 
Confidential terms to agente, Prion #5 00; im- 
proved, $10.00, Address BAM, HI. PRESTON 


141 Eighth Bt., N. Y. 


“LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale mt The Truth Beeker Office, 


Thomas Paine, P B Abbot, aa 209 West 34th st., New York, 
Mines k rt kn - " EHE nim 
Paine’s Monument, ondel Philips, : 

oltaire, . Inerson, [T] n 
Rousseau, Garrison, 

Humboldt, Henry Bergh, " ^ : 

Boerne, Peter o0 er, BY 

Aller, mio rt, 

jf. Comte. Sfr Androws, ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
ex. Pope, Froudo, i — 

FEY ia Varron Ohage, This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
yelley, as, Parton, clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
yron. Hm, Denton, muslin, containing 275 pages, 12mo, Price, 

Washington, J, Davla, $1.25. 

Tontin ag: This book contains the prino!pal points that 
VP E HM J, M. Poobles. | Mr, Ingersoll has made against the Pentateuch 
T.O, Adama, Y. V, Wilson, in all bis lectures on that subject. The pam- 
foe d. L; Henderson, phlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
Jackson, Prof. Fiske ncorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 

inooin, Pred Douglas, only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
pincoin Monument, N, P. Banks aro two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 

Gerrit mith, .— , V, Nasby, pook just daana. Tia baol je in ae tele end 

Hen G Wright, Reacher, hited with wit, satire, eloquence, aud pathos, 
umner. 55 Moulton, : : 

Greeley, h, Nast, k Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
Se are rere By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILES, 
b rala Ghosh Carey, Cabinet size, price $2.60. 
le flilzabeth ©, Stanton Small Busta, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 

I, Spencer, Busan B, Anthony, ' | Dric¢ $1.35. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 

Wer, Di Hone oar shipment, fivory admirer of this great Apostle 
E er dalla Word Howe, ot Liberty should hav at least one, 

demi . aaa, Cheney. Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, 

ngeraoll, lary P, Davis By BAR th l 

; ; E È y BARONY, the celebrated artist of New 

Mada Uncle Fo rien York, at the following prices; 
eayer re. Slenker, 

j : " Imperial or larga siza . . ;' 40 cents 
kas Peel — BNEESERUS «oe 

Judge J. W, Edwards, W. B. Bell Life-size Lithograph, 21x37 ° . 00 " 
izale Doten. J. 0. Bundy. Postage paid, 
rg, J. Conant, B. BH. Jones, D. M, BENNETT. 

Dr. Mary E. Walker Asa K. Butts, 141 E1aurs 8T.. Naw YoRX 

» (full figure), _W. F, Jamieson. 
Heo. Franois Train, Kersey Graves, Cal 
H, L. Green. alil, 


—————_— | A lady. who is free. about forty years of ago, 
: : à " . and means, wishes to 

THRILLING NEW DIME NOVELS | oo rrsepond with à gentleman ot lika or similar 
qualifications, who believes that divine law is 

more important than human, but would, not- 


10 tor 49 ats, (alver), J. U. Keen, Buiem, Me, 
withstanding, conform to the la'ter if possible, 


THE MODERN THINKER. in auch & manner that it should at the same 


ann 
Second number, Svo, 160 pp, : » $1.00, | mer ^ ^ protest emalnatit, Add 


BEAL, Ore TRE TAUTE HEEREA Offtoo, 


Ghe Truth Seeker, September 25, 1880. 


WHY DON’T GOD KILL | 


A series of Fegays dedicated fo the Bt, Johns 


^ Prica, cloth, $1.50; paper, 


THE E 
Anonymous Hypothesis 


Creation. 
A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
Account, 
‘BY JAMES J. FURNISS, 


Cloth; price 50 cents, For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth St.. N. Y. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MAODONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of tho East," '* Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.26. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
88 living beings.—Pall Mail Gazette. 

Power, eloquence, and originality character- 
ize '' Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels.—Illustrated Lon- 


GLA 
An independent and respectable study of 
character in tho law of circumstance such as 
even Goorge Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own, It is really an artistic composition. 
with & sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas,— Westminster Review, 

D. M. BENNETT. Publisher, 141 Eighth Bt., N.Y 


An Occult Mystery. 


WHO CAN SOLVE IT? 


A new phenomenal means of curing the sick. 
Safe, reliable, astonishing, successful, available 


ary where. 
Overywhoro. AU Ten J, M. MOBELEY, 
13127 , 141 South 8th St., Brooklyn, N, Y, 


KNOW THYSELF! 
i THE untold miseries that re- 
gult from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new mediaai k puh- 
lished by the PEABODY MED- 
OAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
AY) dntitled The Science of Life; 
(ime Yor, Self Preservation. Ex- 
hausted vitality, nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained, 
. Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. It is a standard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awar agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. hree 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
seriptions for ali forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suo- 
cosa fal practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price of thebook, Bound in Frene 
e oth: rice on! sr pont by mall post-pat “ould 
e Lon an rBon shou. 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 


noble benefactor.” 

An Illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cente for postage, 

The author refers by permission to Hon. 
P, A. BISSELL, M.D., President of the Nation- 
al Medical Association. 

KER Noa Bullinoh streer 
» No, ne oe 

oston, Mass, The author HEAL 
may be conanited on nm. 
eases requiring 8. . 
perience, THYSELF 

AN OUTLINE 
OF THE 
FRENGH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 
RESULTS. 
BY W. S. BELL. 

There is probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or moreimportant than 
the French Revolution in the last century, and 
Mr. Boll has traced it ably and in an interestin 
manner. Every one who reads it will be please 
with it. Price. 35 cents, Send to this office, 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A. Roman Catholic Priest, 


ho, alter a pastoral service of thirty years at 
tropieny and n rance, 
whol abjured religious dogmas, and left as his 
Will t” arishion- 


owerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, aa he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


80 well, 
ARTON, 


00, 
. M. BENNETT. sgn 8t.. N. 


——————M—MÀ 


MACHINERY, 


Hand, Foot and Power Presses, Die Work of all kinds, 
Perforating Dies a Specialty. 


E. B. STIMPSON, 31 Spracefit,, M.T, 
auth. | 
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MODERN THINKERS: 


What They Think and Why. 
By V. B. Denslow, LL.D., 
With an Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


^ The work contains critical essays upon 
Emanuel Swedenborg, and the origin of the 


Ohrlstian ideas of heaven, hell. and virtue; 
Adam Smith, founder of the school of Econo- 
mists; Jeremy Bentham, the apostle of law re- 
form and of utilitarianism in morals; Thomas 
Paine and his relations to the Declaration of 
Independence and democracy in America; 
Gharles Fourier, the philosopher of passional 
harmony and co-operativ association; Herbert 
Spencer, & review of his theories of evolution 
and of morals; Earnst Haeckel, the demon- 
strator of the doctrin of evolution; Auguste 
Comte. founder of the Positive philosophy and 
pontiff of the " Religion of Humanity ;” and an 
essay onthe authorship of Junius. as asequel 
to the critique on Thomas Paine, 

This volume consists of 384 pp., 12 mo, and is 
illustrated by portraits of each of thb eight 
great thinkers, and opens with an Introduction 
rom the pen of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 

Cloth, $1.80. Sold at this office, 


' NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 


WASHINGTON, D, O. July 19, 1980, 
. I wish to notify the publie that a Mr, Baldwin, 
of Ohicago, alao Rhodes & McClure, of the same 
lace, are publishing pamphlet editions of my 
eotureg. kit the lectures published by them 
are groasly, inaccurate—filled with miatakes, 
horrihiy printed, and owrageously unjust to 
me, These men are simple literary thieves and 
pirates, and are obtaining money from the puba 
io under falae pretenses. I take this courge to 
warn the public that these publications. are 
fraudulent. Theonly correct copies of my lec- 
tures are published by C, P, Farrell, Ali others 
are published by people who are willing to steal 
from me and defraud the public vender, These 
Wrotehon hav published one lecture under four 

eB, and several others under tw i 
$m3i B. G, INGERSOLL. 


All of O. P, Farrell's editions of Col, Inger- 


Boll'á works, and none others, are sold at this 
office. D. M. BENNETT. | 


The Gods and Religions 
of Ancient and Modern 
Times. 

In Two Large Octavo Volumes, 
WRITTEN IN PRISON, 


By D. M. BENNETT, 


Volume I, treats principally on all the 
Goda of the world. Volume II, givs afull 
deacription of the Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times, An interesting and instruc- 
tiv work, Incloth, $8 per vol, the two vol- 
umes for $5, In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
vol., or $7 for the two volumes, Ip Morocco 
and Gilt Edges, $4.50 per vol., or $8 for the 
two volumes, Sent free of postage. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G. INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION, 


Paper Covers, 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 


Lectures." 


OoxTENTB.—"'The Goda,” "Humboldt," " ; 
Paine,” “Individuality,” ° Horoa bind Bee: 


Price, 
Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures." 


0 cents, 


"id t hi | 
Dream." Price 50 cents.’ Betore Me Like a. 


Bos volumes bound in.one, paee, $1.00, 
raphs of Mr, Ingersoll, 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 


Imperial, or large 826.1: .++0+0+ 40 cents, 
Photo, or card 86. sasas. ...... 90 cents, 
Life-8z6 lithograph, 21x97. ..... 50 cents, 
Postage paid. f . 


Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25. 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth Bt.. New York. 


THE - 
JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE 


BETWEEN 
PROF, W. F'. JAMIESON, 


Of Chicago, Ill., and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 


Of Kentucky, 


Held in Kirksville, Mo., during nine éveninga 
—May 20-29, 1876. Synopsis report—offictal, 
This book of 220 pages giva an interesting pres- 
entation of the theological questions which 
divide QOhristians and Liberals, The Rev. 
Ditzler is regarded as an able defender of hia 
favorit Christian doctrins, but it will undoubt- 
edly be admitted by the reader that Prof, W. F. 
ramion fully me all he had to offer, aT 

an readers will take more kindly to a work o 
this kind th sides an equally fair 


nd, giving bo 
chance. than to books on our aide oniy; 
se in paper rovers 50 cente: well bound, 


Radical Newspaper. 


The undersigned desires to get 
45.000 0r & business partner with duoh a loan, of 
of an debida" radioni woukiy RONA PINE 
pandent, ekly : par, 
devoted exclusiviy to Pri PNE d 


Vox Grook Pi On Bb Le ala DOUA Mo 


The Truth Seeker, September, 95, 1880. 
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The Real Issue. 


MOSES HULL 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes itis just the thing. 
Oontains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
ascientific money. : 

The Commoner says : 

"Nothing has been written which will do as 
good „wor as this. Itis worth its weight in 
gold, 

Pricei0cents. Sold by. D. M. BENNETT, 

341 El 


ghth st., New York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK, 


Containing neariy 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice. It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 

: and a three-eent stamp to pe cost of mailing. 

MURBAY HILL PU LISHING CO, 
129 Haat 28th Nitraat. N V 


Selft-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Aflirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment. 


Revised and Enlarged Edition. 
-' 2 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M, BENNETT, 141 Eighth Bt., N. Y. 


aa The Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes and selis an imperfect, disordered, and 
mangled edition. with all the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1860, from which it was 
pirated by the late S. 8. Jones. à 


ih 
* VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 

A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician. and the most BucecesPfül, as his 
practice will prove, » 

Oures 
Sexual Spermatorrhea, and 


result of self abuse in 
n maturer 


e improper or 


thoroughly el permanently 


them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many had 
Falling Sickness—Fits; others upon the verge 
of consumption ; Palle others again had bee 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
` themselves. 

Syphilis Positively cured and entirely eradi- 
-gated from the system. Gonorrhea, Gleet, 
Btricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured. Ail diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, 
ete,, treated with equal success, 

Dz. B. P. FeuLows has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
‘many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given up by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the aid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 


uable discoveries in medicine were restored to : 
th, and are now living. monuments to his. 
There are few physicians that hav at-' 


skill. 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. 
‘and his great knowledge in 


reparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause o 


the complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 
Sent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 


fects, and cure of Spermatorrhoea, and contain- 


ing cures sworn to before a magistrate. which 
ts positive. and convincing testimony to the 
Doetor's great skill. ; 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 


strictly confidential. Inclose two three 


'cent stamps, and address as above, 
(From the Western Reformer.) 


“DR. R. P, FELLOWS- 
ig & highly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an original system of practice, and is 
“perfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hay 
Beard many flattering reports of his successful 
euroea of digaases incident to humanity.” 


- Philosophy of Spin, 


AND THE 


Pathology and Treatment of 


Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 

De BY , 
FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD, 
Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medica! Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 

: for Women. 
Read before the New York Liberal Olub, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 
Qloth; price so cents, For sale by 
D, M. BENNETT, 3 Mighth Btn I E 


‘COL. ROBERT 6. INGERSOLL 


al}, forms of Private, Chronic, and. 


ation, which is the 


eucorr hea, i 


His clear perception of disease ` 


WHAT IS MONEY ?/NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 
| A DEBATE 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seeker:” . 


Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER. 


12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts, 


This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 
Oharacter of the origin of the religion of 
ehris : 


BETWEEN 


AND : 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 
| Pamphlet form. Price 8 cents. For sale at 
this office. . 


Issues of the Age. 


i CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 


, IN HODERN THOUGHT. ESSAYS ON 
: BY HENRY C. PEDDER. Mind, Matter, Forces, Theol- 
Extra cloth, beveled, black' and gold back| ogy, ete ^ o 


and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00, 
| Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
preeedents,— Tacitus. A 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.—N. 
i Y. Graphio 
| He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
,dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
| and theological speculations, and evinces a 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced.—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
, company With many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought, He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pir&tiong.—N. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


' Author of" The Essence of Christianity,” ete 
: Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 
| The spirit of the time is show. not substance. 
,Our politics. our ethics, our religion, our 
.Belence,.ig a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 


nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is th 
| immorality of our agel—Zriraat. . 


! "THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
| LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
. CHRISTIANITY. 
. ADiscourseby . 
WILLIAM DENTON. | 
the masterly lecture reprinted in TRE 
paris eurem ft do the best onthe subject 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sa: 
tragedy was but the tgrpe-looked-for outcome 
ot the teaching of the Bible. 


o conto. . M. BENNETT, 
Price 10centa. |. mighth Btreat.N. X. City. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book ! 
Sixteen Saviors or None; 


BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. . 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. ey &re chiefly intended to 


uDhold the theory of the stabllity of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind, . 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 75.cents, 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man. 
Judaism, Etc. 

BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 

Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. - 


Faith and Reason; 


Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 
A concise account of the Ohristian religion, 


and ali the prominent religi bef 
and t H tho prom religions before and 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50, 


iJ . . 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of: familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 

BY 0. G. DAVID. - 
Price, 75 cents. à 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A critical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth. 19mo, 327 pp, $2,00. 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience, 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp, . . $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
BY GEORGE REBER. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00. 


| OR, Mr. Beber givs an interesting account of the 
various gects and ereeds which antedated the 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- | formation of the Ohristian church. 
eal Gun. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and ` 
Money Getting. 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
12mo. 48 bp; paper, 20 cts. ; flexible cloth, 35 ota. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 
BY M. SOHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabbi of the Oongregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany. N. Y. i 
‘Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 


CASE AGAINST THE OHURCH. 
A Summary of the Arguments Against Ohris. 
, tianity 
luabl i k. 
ota ja ATi ord unmistakable langnago the 


reasons why Christianity is & failure. Price, 50 
cents, 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 


OTHER PAPERS, 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. PERRY'S ‘‘ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Oineinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isareview of Kersey Graves’ "Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have | 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Ohristianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hay met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr, Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr, Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Oourt,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their eross-examination not 
only contr each other and sometimes them- 
selves, but condemn each other, showing some 
f them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
his feature of the work is really 


j inst him and testify for Mr. G " 
i And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 


| ing, The work is out ened by aumerons anao- — 

: dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. . 
der pronounces it, " A thunder-blast 

ona net a Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- SOUL PROBLEMS, 


doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either.” 
In tho 


ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. 
! Wor& comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 


| For saleby — D. M. BENNETT. Papar, 12mo. 68 nages: orice. 95 conta 

| THE POCKET  THEOLOCY 

‘CAUSE OF HUMANITY, = . 
O8 THE . 


VOLTAIKE. 
Translated from the French by Miss Ellen 


Li Li a LSE 
Rising and the Waning Faith. 
f Carroll, The firsttime ever published in Eng- 
An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE | lish. The pamphlet contains nearly, 500 of Yol- 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION | Pres Pharo tars’. : ng 


tions of theologica! and ecclesiastical subjects, 
ot HUMANITY. By OOUBTLANDT PALMEB. 


,&nd dogmas, There is nothing in the 
teri like it. verbod ought to hav & copy, 
Brice, 55 cents, 180 pages, ice. 0. RU. 


y AS o6; 


Truth Seeker Collection g of 


Forms, Hymns, and Recitations. 
Forms for Organizing Societies, Forms for 
Constitutions and By-Laws, for Funeral 
Services, Marriage Services, Naming of In- 
fants, Obituary Notices, Epitaphs, Wills, etc. 
Also, nearly 525 Liberal and Spiriturlistic 
Hymns, original and selected, for Public 
Meetings, Funerals, Social Gatherings, etc. 
The whole supplemented by a fine selection : 
of Recitations, comprisin 
finest poetical gems in the language. 
580 pages, at the extremely low price of 75 
cents, in cloth. 


many of ou 
ver 


Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 


His Manifold and Wonderful Adventures in 
the Land of Cosmos. 


A New Scripture from 
an antique manuscript (evidently inspired) 
discovered by I. N. FIDEL, in conjunction 
with A. Hoox, Esq. Very amusing. Price, 
25 cents. : 

Proceedings and Addresses at 
the Freethinkerse Convention, held 
at Watkins, N. Y., August 22, 23, 24, and 25, 


1878. A. volume of 400 pages, containing the 


speeches made during the four days’ session 
by Dr. T, L. Brown, Prof. A. L. Rawson, 
Elder F. W. Evans, Elder G. A. Lomas, 
Prof. J. H. W. Toohey, Dr. J. M. Peebles, 
Dr.. T. B. Taylor, Hon. George W. Julian, 
James Parton, T. B. Wakeman, Hlizur 
Wright, T. C. Leland, C. D. B. Mille, Mrs. 
L, N. Colman, Mrs, P. R. Lawrence, Ella E. 
Gibson, Mrs. Mary E. Tillotson, Mrs. Clara 
Neymann, Mrs, Augusta Cooper Bristol, W. - 
E. Copeland, Horace Seaver, John W. Trues- ' 
as. several other persons. Price, cloth, 

Truth Seeker Tracts. Bound Vol- 
umes L, IL, III., iV., and V. These vol- 
umes, containing over 520 pages each, are 
made up of over one hundred Truth Seeker 
Tracts, with some additional kinds. They 


embrace & variety of subjects by different 


authors, written in a terse, trenchant, and 
spicy style: They are offered at the ex- 


‘tremely low price of 60 cents per volume in 


paper covers, and $1.00 in cloth; or 50 
cents each in paper, and 75 cents each in 
cloth if the whole set is taken. 

Sepher Toldoth Jeschu; or, the 
Book of the Generation of Jesus. 


, First English translation of the ancient Jew- 
-ish story of Jesus, who was born.at Bethle- 


hem about the year 106 B. 0., being the son 
of a betrothed maiden named Miriam (Mary) 
by Joseph Pandera. How and why the Ro- 
mans changed '' Kepha”’ to ‘ Petros.” Start- 
ling evidence that Paul flourished ‘before the 
middle of the first century B, ©., contempo- 
rary with the aforesaid Kepha. Price, 20 
cents. w 

Last Will and Testament of Jean 
Meslier, curate of a Romish church ia 
France in the eighteenth century, whose 
views upon theology were not published 
until after his death, and are now for the 
first time presented in English. Very radi- 
cal and able. Price, 25 cents. 

Influence of Christianity Upon 
Civilization. By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Revised edition, One of the most able treat- 
ises upon thesubject ever written, Price, 
25 cents. 

Christianity and Materialism. By 
B. F. UNpERwOOD. Revised edition. In 
this treatise the two systems are fairly and 
ably examined from a historical standpoint. 
Price, 15 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in the 
Place of Christianity. By B. F. Un- 
DERWOOD. Price, paper, 10 cents. 

Amberley's Life of Jesus; His 
Character and Doctrine, A chapter 
from ‘‘The Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By Viscount AMBERLEY. Price, cloth, 60 
cents; paper, 35 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By W. 8. 
BELL, Revised and enlarged edition. Price, 
25 cents. : 

Beligion not History. An able ex- 
amination of the morals and theology of the 
teachings of the New Testament, By W. F. 
NEWMAN. Emeritus Professor of University 
College, London. From the London edition. 
Price, 25 cents, 

Bennett-Teed Discussion, Betweea 
D. M. BENNETT, ditor of "The Truth 
Seeker,” and Cxgus Rowvuzus R. TEED, of 
Moravia Y. Proposition discussed: 
** Jesus Christ is not only divine, but is the 
Lord God, creator of heaven and earth." 
Teed affirming: Bennett denying. Paper, 
30 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 

Blakeman’s Two Hundred Poet- 
ical Riddles. (For children and youth.) 
Embracing a great variety of subjects, This 
work is new and interesting, and affords a 
great amount of amusement in the family 
circle, as well as in gatherings of children 
and older people, Price, 20 eents. 

Six Lectures on Astronomy. By 
Por, RICHARD A. PROCTOR. Delivered at 
Steinway Hall, New York, in the winter of 
1875-76. 1. Growth of Worlds; 2. Life and 
Death of Worlds; 8. Other Worlds than 
Ours; 4. Other Suns than Ours; 5. The 
Great Mysteries of the Universe; 6. Religion 
and Astronomy. 65 pp. Paper, 20 cents 

Beycad the Veil. A Spiritualistic 
work, said to be dictated by the spirit of 
PASOHAL. BEVERLY HANDOLPH, aided by' 
Emmanuel Swedenborg and others, through 
the mediumship of Mrs, Frances H. McDou- 
gall and Mrs. Luna Hutchinson. It gives 
minute and interesting descriptions of life in 
the spirit world—its location, intermediate 
Btate, landscape, habitation, food, clothing, 
apia intereste; ao. x contains a steel 
engraving of P. B. Randolph A neat vob 
une Price, 81,00, è 
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Gems of Thought. 


WHEN people are hopelessly. ignorant of al. 


thing, they quarrel about the source of” their 
knowledge.— Prof. Clifford, 


THE misery of man proceeds, not from any 
single crush of overwhelming evil, but from. 
small vexations. continually repeated, — Dr. 

. Johnson, HU 


ONE pungent saying, one compact axiom that 
proves itself, is better than pages of laborious. 
demonstration, Demonstrations we forget. but 
wise and witty sayings we. remember.. They 
sear themselvs in the brain.—Dr: F. H. Hedge. 


-From all we hear to the contrary from the 
greatest thinkers, the deprivation of food is a 
small thing; indeed as compared with the great 
spiritual'strugglés of'noble minds, and the 
doubts that beset them as to the supreme gov- 
ernment of the universe, tt seems hardly worth. 
mentioning.—James Payn. ' ee are 


ELEOTION, conversion, day of grace, doming 
of Christ, hav been pawed and fingered by une- 
tuous hands for now two hundred years, The 
bloom is gone from the flower.. Thé plumage, 
once shining, with leaves direct from heaven, 
is soiled and bedraggled. The most solemn of 
all realities hav been degraded into the pass 
words of theology.—Froude's Bunyan. 


To cATCE dame Fortune’s goldén smile; - 
Assiduous wait upon her; x 

And gather gear by every wile 
That's justified by honor; ^ 

Not forto hide itin a hedge, 
Nor for a train attendant; 

But for the glorious privilege 
Of being independent. 


QR 


Burns : 


DRÜNKENNESS undermines the health, en- f 
feebles digestion, and reduces its unhappy vo- |; 


tary to the level of the brutes; it deprives him 
of the distinetions [attributes] of humanity, 
which his Creator had given for his guidance, 
rendering him equally unfit for business and’ 
unwortby of trust; and. making him quarrel- 
some and unreasonable. it fils his home’ with 
misery and disorder.—Spurzheim. E 

. GOETHE complained of people treating as if 


the most inconceivable, sublimest of beings 
were their qual, Otherwise they wou'd not say 


the Lord God, the dear God, the good God... He |: 
becomes to them, especially to the priests, who |: 
hav him daily in their mouth, a phrase, a mere |: 
If they were duly impressed by his |; . 
greatness, they would be mute and refrein from i 


noun. 


naming him out of reverénce Hayward. 


Some things I hav said of which I am not al- . 


together confident, But that we shall be better 
and braver und less helpless if we think that we 
ought to inquire than we should hav. been 1f we 
indulged in the idle fancy that there was RỌ 
knowing and no use in searching after what we 
know not—that is a theme upon which I am 
ready to fight, in word and deed, to the utmost 
of my power.—Jewett's Plato, 


Hap Jesus said," Blessed are both the poor 
and the rich, for both will enter the next world 
on the same terms,” the remark would hav been 
one which nobody would hav had an interest in 
propagating. But, by withdrawing the bene- 
diction from the rich, the poor, who are by far 
the majority, ecquired an interest in propagat- 
ing the implied censure on wealth and its pos- 
BesBOr&— Van Buren Denslow, 


For deeds doe die, however noblie donne, 
And thoughts of men do as themselvs decay; 
But wise words, taught in Rumors farther 
runne, 
Recorded by the muses, liv for ay; 
Ne may with stormy showers be washt away, 
Ne bitter bitiog-windes will harmful blast, 
Nor age, nor envie, shall them ever wast, 
— Spenser. 


Waar can it profit any mortal to adopt locu- 
tions and imaginations which do not corre- 
spond to fact, which the most orthodox of mor- 
tals can only, after infinit and essentially im- 
pious efforts to put out the eyes of his mind, 


persuade himself to believe that he believes ? | 


What is incredible to thee thou shalt not, at thy 
soul’s peril, attempt to believe, Go to perdition 
if tbou must, but not with alie in thy mouth; 
by the eternal Maker, No!—Carlyle. « 


'TazornoG:r is in no sense a science. As to any 
knowledge of infinit will, the being and attri- 
butes of God, all men are, and forever will be, 
on the dead level of absolute nescience. The 
highest priest, pope, or Pontifex Maximus 
knows no more of what is outside of nature 
than the babbling infant. They only imagin 
more, . . . When priests commit themselvs 
to the wings of imagination théy should do it 
with the modesty of not pretending that they 
know more than others, or that they cap soar 
beyond the atmosphere sot the finite.— Elizur 
Wright. POE: 


Tue Christian says, 
false what can it we me?" . 
no harm for the Jews to worship & golden calf, 
or Baal, or any of the gods of the nations 
around them, Perhaps it is no harm for the 


savages of Africa to worship the brass gods that | 


are made and sold right ‘here in the land of 
Christians. It is only a waste of time and a 
degradation of the intellect, If that be harm. 
then is it not equally a harm for the Christian to 
waste his time and degrade his inteiléct’ by 


worshiping the old Mosaic God and-the Bible |: 


myth called Christ? Is it no harm -to-teach 
falsehood and fiction to the world, and perpet- 
uate it on through the ages? Ab, my Christian 
friend, it is beyond thy power to compute the 
vast and immeasurable harm and wrong thee is 
doing to thself, to thy friends,.and to the whole 
present and future generations of man, by 
teaching this old mythological. dogmatic su. 
perstition called britany \—Afrs, Elmina D; 
Slenker. i 


E T 


” FIGURES do not lie." ‘Then figures. never 
edited a political newspaper. E 

Dip you ever know à man who talked ‘dual, 
of himself who did not hava poor subject for 
his conversation? 

A MAINE school teacher captured thirty-threa 


:| Guds of gum from her pupils in one day, and it 


was & rainy day at that. 


“ Goon morning. Mr, Brown ; you're first at |. 


last ; you used to be behind before, but I noti ce 
you bav been early of late.” 

' A OITIZEN of Davenport who prevented a girl 
from committing suicide, was arrested for as- 
‘sault and battery and fined ten dollars, 


THEODORE THomas says that the Cincinnati 
College of Musie must add a lager beer saloon 
before it can expect to become a success. 


It is said that the oyster is poor and thin. 
"This comes of spending their season :at the 
wateribg places, Nearly everybody is poor 
latter sojourning at one of these resorts afew 
months. 

. Tuose who hava few feet of land, such ‘as is 
by courtesy called a garden, should improve 
these cool summer nights by agricultural pur- 
suits. It isthe right time to plant cats, and he 
‘who delays will regret it after he has depopu- 
‘lated his chamber of the small articles which 


‘| come in useful for throwing. 


ui Wiz you be so kind, my little friend, as to 


*|tell your grandmother that the man who is 


taking the census would like to see her ?7' said 
an up-town census taker yesterday to a young 
miss of seven summers, The little one hesi- 
‘tated aninstant and then replied, “Yes, sir ; I'll 
tell her, but I don’t believe she has any.” 
A. HIRED man who had been employed on a 
‘farm in this country for several months entered 
‘suit against his employer the other day for bal- 
ance of wages, amounting, as he claimed, to 
$32. The suit was on trial in: Juatice alley the 
other day, and itlooked at first as though the 
plaintiff had a clear ease. He gave dates and 
flgures ina straightforward way, and seemed a 
‘very honest young man. When the farmer took 
the stand he sald: 

"Iolaim an offset for that $32. Noman need 
‘gue me for what I honestly owe." 

" What is your offset?” asked the lawyer. 

" He's an unbellever." 

" In what?" 
. Why, in the Bible." 

PM has that to do with your owing hirà 
'$32 

" It has à heap to do with it. Ihadsixhauds 
in my employ, and we were rushing things 
when I hired this man. He hadn't been with us 


'two days when they stopped the reaper in the 


middle of theforenoon to dispute about Daniel 
in the lion’s den, and in three days we had a 
‘regular knock down over the whale swallowing 
Jonah. The man who run the mower got to 
‘arguing about Samson and drove over a stump 
and damaged the machine to the extent of $18, 
and the very next day my boy broke his leg 
while climbing a fence to see and hear a row 
that was started over the children of Israel go- 
ing through the Red Sea. It wasn’t a week be- 
fore my wife said she didn't believe that Elijah 
was fed by the ravens, and hang me if I didn’t 
find myself growing weak on Noah and his 
flood. That’s my offset, sir; and if he was 
worth anything I'd sue him for a thousand dol- 
lars besides.” 

The court reserved its decision for twenty- 
four. hours, 


A LITTLE round-shouldered man with alargê 
‘beak nose and long black hair stood before the 
railing of the Jefferson Market Police Court 
yesterday in a pair of shoes which had recent- 


ly been introduced to each other, The pris- f 
.oner was informing a court-officer that the f. 


country roads were in good condition for walk- 
ing, when his remarks ‘were interrupted by 
Justice Smith. . 

"Richard Tub, who are you?" asked his 
honor. 

"Well.Jedge," said the little man, ‘I might 
be & wire puzzle peddler or & boss millionaire, 
but I ain't. Who d'yes'pose I am?” 

His honor gave it up. ` 
` "Why, I'm Dick Tub, a wanderin’ tourist, wot 
hain’t got nothin’ to do but travel for my health, 
I worked in Chicago for a while, but made so 
much money I had to stop go’s I could spend 
dt." 

“You must be getting rich?” ` . 

"That's where your head’s level. I've been 
collectin’ the dust in heaps right along. My 
elothes are full of it. Why, I've walked all the 
way from Oli City to New York by way of Erie." 

-“Took a roundabout way. didn’t you?” 

"Kinder. You don't get me in Jersey if I 
know myself, I would not be caught there for 
& good deal. I’m too well posted on the law. 
"Cold wittles and sleepin’ in a hayloft suits me 
‘well enough 'thout runnin’ myself in a Jersey 
jail for six months, P'r'aps the melons ain't 
good,and maybe I hav’nt prospeeted so'a to 
‘Enow wheré they're getting ' ripe?” 

"Studying farming, no doubt?” 

"That's just it, Jedge. I never see a man like 
you. Why, yer seem to read my thoughts like a 
book. Yer orter hear theinsinevations of some 
jedges." 

"Oh, then you hav been in court before?" 

"Only a few times." 

“Richard, I'm afraid you're a hard case,” said 
Justice Smith. "What hay you to say to the 
charge of drunkenness and vagranoy ?" 

" I'm N. G. for sure,” 

"Bolthought. You can vrepare to devastate 
the melen patches for fifteen days on the 
Island." 

As the prisoner was led away he muttered 
mournfully, "That's just the way. Woe ain’t got 
'ejaeated men on the bench. Any man orter 

now that N. G. stands for not guilty.” 
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Notes and Clippings. 


PROF. SILVESTRI, of the Observatory, E'na, has 
recently made an ascent of that vast volcano. 
He finds that the edges of the central crater hav 
undergone considerable change, and the core 


TEHE Rov. Benjamin F. Cooley. an Episcopal | last formed has diminished no less than 36 feet 


clergyman at Ohelmford Center, Mass., has been 
sued for damages by the father of a boy, whom 
he, itis said, induced to get drunk. 


BROTHER WILLIAMS, who used to exhort and 
pray most fervidly in the Broad street church, 
Oolumbus, Ohio, has gone to the penitentiary, 
He was caught stealing from the contribution 
hex. 

Tur Vicar of Tarwin, England, has caused 
considerable commotion in that town by seiz- 
ing and distraining upon the goods of an in- 
coming tenant for arrears:of tithes due from the 
outgoing tenant. 


A LEADING religious organ, speaking of the 
conduct of some meetings, says that in former 
days it was a miracle for an ass to sp3ak; 
whereas it now seems to be a miracle for one to 
keep quiet in meeting. 


LOTTERIES having been resorted to by certain 
ebapels in Wales in order to pay off burdensome 


debts, the government has interfered in the. 


interests of morality and announces that per- 
sons concerned in such schemes will be prose- 
~ eutods =- 


TE bishop of Manchester, at a recent art ex- 
hibition, remarked that he did not consider it a 
desecration of the Lord’s day for such an ex- 
hibition to be opened on Sunday afternoons, 
People were not made saints necessarily by 
singing songs about heaven. 


' Tuk Methodist says that " Oalvinism is hunt- 
ing with a double-barrelled gun, a college bar- 
rel and a puipit barrel. Tne college barrel is 
loaded with predestination, and the pulpit bar- 
rel is loaded with free salvation,” and it asks if 
the divinity. students are not taught onething in 
theory and told to do another in practice. 


FATHER KEMPER, in East St. Louis, under- 
took to organize a Oatholie school, and James 
L. Bracket, also a Catholic and teacher of the 
village echool, took great offense at what he 
considered an interference with his privileges. 
On meeting they had some words, when the 
teacher spit in the priest's face. Excommuni- 
eation of the teaeher followed, but the trouble 
ia not ended. 


Waite the Burials bill was pending, the Bish- 
op of Lincoln, one of its most activ opponents, 
was asked to consecrate an addition to a grave- 
yard. He replied." No, excuse me; I cannot 
now. If the Burial bill passes. consecration 
would bea mockery, anullity.” He said subse- 
.quently that he feared the House of Commons 
would be ready shortly to disestablish bishops, 
priests, and deacons. - 


` Av Pala, in southern California, the anniver- 
sary of Saint Louis is celebrated by religious 
ceremonies and bull fights, all under the aus- 
pices of the monks belonging to the mission of 
San Luis Rey. This year a great concourse of 
Spaniards and Indians gathered. After each 
day's mass for the week there was bull fighting 
in the churchyard. These encounters did not 
amount to much. but a fight between a buli and 
a bear proved more interesting. 


Ture has been another outbreak of Roman 
Oatholic fanaticism in Mexico against Protest- 
ants. On & Sunday appointed for the opening 
of a Protestant church at Sala‘idan, near Guad- 


alajara,; & mob, headed by the curate, attacked: 


the congregation and killed several persons. 
The curate generously offered to confess the 
dying and save their souls. The curate and his 
associates in the crime will probably be pun- 
ished, 

Tan sum voted yearly for the Catholic clergy 
in France is 61,000,000 francs. Of this sum 
45,000 francs goes to the Archbishop of Paris 
and 30,000 francs to the Archbishop of Algiers. 
Sixteen other archbishops get 15,000 francs each, 
and sixty-nine bishops each 10.000 frances. 
Toward the expenses of diocesan visitations. 
97,000 francs are contributed. The Vicar- Gen- 
eral ot Paris receives 4,500 francs, eighteen me- 
trovolltan vicars-general each 3,500 francs, and 
167 other vicars-general each 2,500 francs. 
Minor grants, varying from 2.400 francs to 450 
francs, go to canons, cures. and other members 
of the ecclesiastical body. Pensions and aid to 
infirm and aged priests amount to & total of 
887,000 francs. 


he circumference of the crater was about 1 300 
yards previous to the eruption of last year, but 
it has now increasd to 1,800, Many other inter- 
eating alterations in the conformation of the 
mountain were also apparent. It was visited 
by the Italian Alpine Olub from Catania on the 
15th of September, 


A coop story somes from our neighboring 
city of Newark, The German Lutheran congre- 
gation being short of a minister,an occasional 
brother would supply the pulpit, 80 it came 
the turn of a prominent ex councilman of the 
sscond ward. whose characteristics as a speak- 
er are more forcible than refined. After enter- 
ing the pulpit he rummaged his pockets over 
and not finding the sermon he bad prepsred 
for the occasion, unconscious}y broke out in 
good "square Dutob," “Vat in ter ‘tevil did I 
do mit dot tam sermon?” 


AT. the coming “Ohurch Congress” in Eag- 
land the question of the communion of saints 
is. to be discussed by five clergymen. Two of 
these are of the variety known as evangelical, 


and the other three are high churchmen, who | 


hardly consider the evangelicals as worthy the 
name Of saints. These three gentlemen would 
limit the privilege of saintehip to a select few. 
Daan Olose, of Carlile, says that it is a strange 
thing that such a subject should be discussed 
by men of three parties, neither of whom would 
allow either of the others to preach in his pul- 
pit. 


Tar Presbyterians who are holding their con- 
vention are awake to the fact that the Ra 1onal- 
ists and scientists hav made great inroads 
upon the faith of Ohristendom. The ablest 
among them. Dr. Watts, was chosen to uphold 
theplenary inspiration of the scriptures. The 
delegates seem to be anxious to carry the war 
into the ranks of the scientists, and itis to be 
hoped that they will put forth some of their 
number to meet the Rationalists in debate, It 
ja plain that the attacks upon the Inspiration of 
the Bible arefelt by the Council to be severe, 
and that unless warded off they would under- 
mine the very foundation of the church. 


GEORGE B. WENDLING, preacher, prayist, and 
blatherskite, and wlio believes that the universe 
and allthat it contains was made in six days; 
that allthe people of the earth. Caucasian and 
Negro. Mongolian and American, all sprung 
from a single pair; that fair girl and boy were 
seduced by a snake which walked upon i's tail, 
and because of said seduction nine y-seven per 
cent of said people are condemned to eternal 
misery. says to the editor of the Topeka (om- 
monwealth that he favors the election of Gar- 
fiold, not Hancock. as reported. Well, what of 
it. Mr. Wendling? Most of the ignorant preach- 
ers of your stripe do the same, It is fit and 
proper that they should. Itissimply “ birds of 
one feather."—Ci»ud Co. Blade. 


J BEAD a few days ago that the bishop of Cin- 
cinnati had forbidden '' banged” or '' frizzled" 
hair to be worn in his diocese, A. large con- 
firmation was held lately in 8t. John's church 


(Romish) in this city. The young girls were]. 


told beforehand by their minister that the 
bishop would not lay his hand on any "friz. 
zied” or " banged " heads. I am af:aid in many 
instances the " banged” and "' frizzled" heads 
disappeured only for the time of confirmation. 

Lately, too, the ecclesiastical potentate of Mon- 
treal issued an edict against the famale mem- 
bers of his congregations appearing in chureh 
without a shawl or some kind cf flowing 
drapery to screen their forms from public gaze. 

When we were in Rome in 1841 no lady was al- 
lowed to go without a veil over her face into 
any church where the Pope was to officiate. I 
remember one day in driving out we suddeniy 
met the carriage of the “Holy Father." Gregory 
XVI., and found he was to hold some sort of a 
service in a neighboring church. We gave 
orders at once for our carriage to follow, but 
were respectfully told the “signora” (myself) 
could not go in without a veil. which appendage 
I did not bav at that moment, To rush to a 
shop and buy a strip of black lace and tie it on 
over my bonnet took only a few minutes, 80 that 
I was soon armed and equipped according to 
aw.--Providence Journal. 


Tux parish priest of Montanaro, & Village in 
Upper Italy, was very much in need of an altar 
for his church. but could not induce the male 
members of his flock to contribute to that end. 
He then recolved to experiment upon the softer 
natures of his female pafishioners. Ascend- 


ing the pulpit after high miase, one Sunday | 


mornioz, he concluded an eloquetit sermon by 
exhorting the women present to devote their 
hair to the sacred ptirposé he had so frequently 
and unsuccessfully recommended to the atten- 
tion of their natural protectors, Bo saying, he 
produced from the bosom of his. cassock a 
large sharp scissors, and retired to his sac- 
risty, impressivly summoning matrons and 
maidens alike to follow him thither. No fewer 
than two hundred and twelve submitted their 
locks to his pastoral shears, and when the sac- 
rifice had been fully accomplished the female 
population of Montanaro found itself as short 
of hair as a well-worn blacking-brush. 


A RECENT Michigan decision bears pretty 
heavliy upon Anthony Comstock’s system of 
making crime. A lawyer who was being pros- 
ecuted, desiring to steal some documentary 
evidence against him from the court-room, 
asked an officer to aid him by leaving the door 
unlocked. -The officer, to detect him, did as he 

i desired, and the thief was caught in the aot. 
One of the judges pronounced the course of the 
officer “scandalous and reprehensible,” and 
another one said, “If we cannot prevent an- 
other from violating the law, we at least should 
abstain from any activ efforts in leading him 
into temptation." Oomstock habitually does 
worse than this officzr did, His whole bueinees 
isto tempt men to get them into his clutches. 
And in more than one instance he has induced 
people to send him indecent articles who never 
thought of doing such a thing until seduced by 
his tempting offsrs. A promoter of crime and 
manufacturer of criminals may bo a valuable 
appendage to the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
elation, but he is of very little benefit to the 
community. 


A FEATURE of the Moody Prayer Convention 
hardly. less remarkable than the prostration in 
the straw was the style of confession in which 
some of the brethrenindulged. Some said that 
they had discovered themselvs to be exceeding- 
ly vile. others said that they had not up to that 
time known what bad hearts they had. Brother 
Moody himself made confession that he was 
dreadfully self-wiiled, and he said that Sankey 
knew it, Some admitted that they had not 
properly studied the scriptures. Brother San- 
key said that he had at times wasted his talents 
in singing worldly songs, but that he would 
henceforward sing only the songs of Zion. The 
brethren who confessed their vileness and gen- 
eral badness did not specify the particulars of 
their iniquity, but only mentioned their short- 
comings in & general way. No specific inqui- 
ries Were made as to what sins these brethren 
bad been committing. and no steps were taken 
toward instituting ecclesiastical proceedings 
against them in the churches to which they be- 
long. Everybody was content to generalize, 
and as most of the brethren were en an even 
footing in regard to the grisvousness of the 
sins confessed, there was no disposition on the 
part of any to cali the others.bard names.— Sun. 


Tue diary of a dollar: 

I was once $1. 

Subscribed by private charity for the Home of 
the Hungry, Friendless, and Needy. 

Bat, in trying to get to the poor, I hav grown 
very poor myself. 


Thus, expense being collected........+. 0 
Fórsalury minister in charge of Home ‘ot 

the Hungry I pay.s....scesecccensees ee . 220 
For rent of Home of the Hungry I pay... ee 10 
For salary of Secretary I pay............ .05 
For prospectus and yearly report ot the 

Homs of the Hungry I pay...... €T .05 
For getting up the yearly dinner. VR RUE 

ing tne Home of the Hungry. lu ,05 


For eurrentexoenees of running the home A 
BYesssecscseseescssbosabzevabussieteside R 
For b: akar? s and butcher » bill, employees or 
the Homo of the Hungry, L Day........ .05 
For exa polish on &uocker ou big front 
avor, pay.. M 
For insuraucoand ta x33 on the Humeof the 
Huugry.l DBy. e ccna onsen euer e sense 


Total.. 
Balance due in treasury Home ot the 'Hun- 
ary, Friendless, and Needy............ 


Which may go to relieve the Hae friend- 
lese, and needy, if not otaerwise called for, 


| Gvents of the Week. 


Foug inches of snow fell on the 25 h, at Lok- 
‘out Station, Wyoming. 

AsMALL but ganuin sea-serpont was recont- 
ly caught in British Columbis. 

Eraut men were recently killed by the break- 
ing of a cable in a Nevada mine. 

Two MEN were burned to death in & Saloon at 
Buena Vista, Cal.. a few days ago. 

Soma of the heretofore stazeh Greenbeckers 
of Indiana are Coming out for Hancock., 

Jesse Grant, the third con of the General, 
was married in San Francisco on the 21st ult. 


Tug Maine election has at last been dectded 
in favor of the Democratic governor, P.aisted, 


TguEleader of the Greenbaekers in Pennryl- 
vania, J. W, Hughes, has come out against 
Weaver. ' 

TEN bodies hav been recovered from the in- 
gulfed Hudson River Tunge thus far. Ten 
are yet to be found. 


AN editor was shot and killed recently in 


Santa Barbara, al. by a politician whom he . 


had attacked in his paper. 


Fivz pert ons were polsoned—one of whom has 
since died—by an accidental doge of arsenic in 
their porridge in this city a few days ago. 


Tam Coney Is'end season closed on Sunday 
lust, much fo the regret of the steamboat and 
hotel proprietors and the delight cf the festiv 
clam. 


Hayes pardoned a Obristian mail robber 
about two months ago. On Sanday Inst tho 
pious thief was caught in the act of robbing the 
letter boxes agatn. 


Tar Irish anti-landlord movement fs gabon 
ground Jn Ireland. Parnell, the agitator, re- 
cently addressed a meating of twenty thousand 
persons ata land meeting. 


Loup MOUNTM^RRIS. an Irish landlord who 
was about to evict some of his tenants, was 
found dead. a few days ago, near his resfdeneo 
with six bullet holes through him. 


Tux Woman Suffrage State Com mitten of this 
state haviseued an address to the women re- 
questing them to vote attheschool meetings on 
the 12 h, as permitted by the new state law, 


THe Pops has made a magnificent present to 
the child recently born to the queen of Spain; 
meanwhile the begging for the generous old 
gentleman goes vigorously on in this country. 


Gen. Hancock denies all intentions of tha 
Democrats to pay the rebel war claim in ense 
he should be elected, and Shown a statesmaniike 
comprehension of the du'fes of the government 
in his letter of dental. 


A TWELVE-MILE swimming match, presided 
over by Harry Hill, was one of the relfetous ex- 
ercisés of this city on Sunday last. The prize 
of $100 was won by George Fearn. an English 
swimmer. in two hours and fifty-five minutes. 


A counorn of Presbyterian clergymen is in 
full blast in Philadelphia, nnd everything lcoks 
blue in the Quaker elity. They aretrying to de- 
termin how the Almighty wants the world run 
during the next twelva months. The revision 
of the Bible, religion and politics, the vicarious 
sacrifice of Christ, and future retribution are 
among the topics discussed. 


TRE Virgin Mary and several other ghostly 
personages are astonishing the nativs of Ire- 
land by suddenly appearing and disappearing 
in various out-of-the-way placer. On a reeant 
oceaston the Vir&ln varformed the rather difü- 
cult feat of appearing in two or three different 
places at once, and it was not a good day for 
such performances elther. Several mirao'e; 


g | are reported from England aleo. 


A $329 fever has broken out among the Dem- 
ocrats. Garfield is accused of having received 


05 | $329 a8 a dividend on hia sbare of the Credit 


Mobiller stock, and now every Damagratic 

small boy carries a picca of chalk and writes 

the unlucky figures everywhere. Sidewalks, 

eurbstones, ash barrele, street dcors, and even 

the backs of incautious Rapublicans, hav b!os- 

somed out wi'h what threatens to seal the doom, 
1 of the Rapublicau party— $329. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER size are tbe originals from which copies were made | does enjoying their booty in ignoble ease, not hav- 
' 


which are now in the South Kensington Museum in|ing the courage or manliness to fight for the coun- 
D. M. BENNETT, Editor. 


London. ‘These mythical godly antiquities are of|try they had basely betrayed. The gay crowd took 
immense value. eae! : to itself wings, and Paris, tlie vaunted ornament of 

mg 

Pususnep Every BATUEDAY, AT $3.00 PER YEAR, 


On the third floor are several galleries filled with|civilization, abandoned to the iron grasp of the 
elaborate models of ancient and modern boats,| German legions and the culpable designs of the reck- 
sloops, ships, and steamers of various nations, and | less, maniacal Communists, sunk to a state of humil- 
everything that pertains to the maritime service. | iation and deep distress. Such is the legend of the 
It is wonderful how so much could be produced and | Tuileries. — n , 
collected. All this was most curious and interest-| The Jardin des Tuileries are the most beautiful 
ing. There were also in the same rooms large|grounds Ieversaw. They extend west of the Tuileries 
bird's-eye or topographical views of different cities | as far as the Place de la Coneorde. I should judge 
and countries, showing the relative altitude of hills,|the grounds contain nearly fifty acres, a .goodly 
mountains, buildings, etc. portion of which is most beautifully laid off in grass 

On the first floor are the paintings of various|plots, beds of beautiful plants and flowers grandly 
schools, enamels, and bronzes, showing the progress|interspersed with a profusion, along the walks, of 
of the naval art through many long centuries. Amer-|marbleand bronze statuary. Here I noticed my old 
ica is also represented in the antiquarian dapartment, | friends Jove, Mercury, Hercules, Apollo, Venus, 
especially in the sepulchers and mummies from| Bacchus, Minerva, Esculapius, Leda, the muses, 
Peru, Bolivia, Mexico, etc. A vast amount of inter-|the graces, and many others of those mystical con- 
esting matter could be written about the curiosities | ceptions. Conspicuous among them was poor Pro- 
and wonders of the Louvre, but it is not my purpose |metheus, chained to the rock, undergoing the se- 
to undertake it. I must hurry on to the mention of | verest sufferings for the good of mankind. I viewed 
other interesting places and other collections of|the figure with interest, and while I remembered 
works of art, but will say that the Louvre contains | that the legend had been modified—chaining him to 
one of the most wonderful collections in the world, | the rock in place of his being crucified—I could see 
and that within its walls are thousands upon thou-| there one of the sources whence the idea of the cru- 
sands of the most valuable and interesting works of | cifixion of Jesus—the Judean Prometheus—was ob- 
art, sufficient to occupy and. interest an observing | tained, the representation of which I have seen over 
student for weeks and months together. A person|and over again in the cathedrals, churches, picture 
cannot begin to do it justice in a single day or the | galleries, etc., etc. Thus are myths and supersti- 
part of a day. tions handed down from age to age ; thus are false- 

The floors of the Louvre are of oak, composed of | hoods perpetuated and venerated until they are 
short pieces, running only from one joist to another, | looked upon as the most sacred of all things and the 
and laid diagonally and changing with each course, | salvation of the world is thought to depend upon 
The floors are polished or waxed, and are so smooth | accepting and believing them. 
that one could easily fall if he was not a little cau-} Among the beantiful plants and flowers of this 
tious. The surroundings of the Louvre are interest- | garden were,2 hundred orange trees about. fifteen 
ing, and the views from its windows are beautiful | feet in hight, uniform in size, and the tops carefully 
and interesting às one looks out either on the river,| trimmed in the shape of a globe. These were iu 
the bridges which span it, the beautiful grouuds in|large boxes and are taken m when cold weather 
the vicinity, or the thousands of people hurrying in|comes, as are also many others of the tender orna- 
all directions. Take it all in all, the Louvre is one | mental plants now so beautiful and luxuriant. 
of the most remarkable places in the world. Issuing] The Garden of the Tuileries was designed by Le 
from it, after having peeped through its glorious and | Notre, a distinguished landscape gardner, in 1665, 
boundless wealth, one finds himself in a large square | but it has undergone various modifications since that 
known as the Place du Carrousel. . The magnificent | time, as it originally.was an orchard. The bands of 
pile of buildings which surrounds it is formed by|the various regiments quartered in Paris play here 
the conjunction of the Louvre with the wings of the|every day through the summer when the weather 
Tuileries, and presents an architectural ensemble| will admit from 5 to 6 p.m. They were playing 
hardly equaled in Europe. Before us stands the Arc| when we passed through the garden, and we esti- 
de Triomphe du Carrousel, erected by order of Na- | mated ten thousand persons were present, the greater 
poleon L, in 1806, in imitation of the Arch of|portion of whom were seated immediately around 
Severus, at Rome, and at a cost of 1,400,000 francs.|the band. It was a pleasant afternoon and it seemed 
On the colored marble columns stand eight statues|a very rational species of enjoyment. This is in the 
or soldiers of the first empire, in the uniform. of their | very heart of the city, and here every day large 
different corps ; and on the four faces are marble} multitudes gather to take the air, to exercise, and 
reliefs, representing battles of the imperial period, | to hear the fine music dispensed. Here in snug cor- 
The arch, forty-eight feet in hight, is surmounted | ners and retreats, sheltered from the rude winds, 
by a bronze group by Bosio, designed to represent | delicate invalids, prattling childhood, and tottering . 
the restoration. old age bask themselves in the genial sunshine and 

The Palace of the Tuileries, which occupied the|renew the pleasures of life and health. Lovely Jar- 
ground beyond the triumphal arch, was built by | den des Tuileries / ; 

Catherine de Medicis in 1564, and the celebrated! The Place dela Concorde is in close proximity to 
Philibert Delorme was its architect. On May 22, | the garden, and is said to be the finest and most im- 
1871, the Communists set fire to the Tuileries with | posing square in Europe, and is the culminating 
the aid of petroleum and gunpowder. The confla-|point of the splendor of Paris. Here is erected on 
gration soon assumed the most terific dimensions, | a beautiful pedestal the celebrated obelisk of Luxor 
and the whole building was reduced to ruins after | from Egypt, entirely covered with prominent hiero- 
burnivg three days and nights. The, walls, how- | glyphies and inscriptions, erected in its present site 
ever, are. still standing, and are about the only ruing | under Louis Philippe in 1836. This obelisk orna- 
left by the excesses of the Communists, and, by a | mented the palace of the kings of Egypt at Thebes 
cursory examination, it would appear that they | not less than fifteen hundred years before the Chris- 
might again be utilized and the magnificent palace|tian era, and was a gift of Mehemet Ali, Pacha of 
be again restored. But as France has now no|Egypt, to the French government, at the same time 
crowned head, the palace is no longer required as a| he gave a similar one (Cleopatra's Needle) to the En- 
home for emperor, king, or queen. In due time it|glish, which I saw standing by the banks of the 
is presumed that the damages of the fire will be re-| Thames.- The obelisk of Luxor, a monolith of solid 
placed by refilling the standing walls or removing | reddish granite, is seventy-six feet in hight, besides 
the whole and erecting new buildings in their|the pedestal ; it weighs 500,000 pounds, and cost to 
place. remove it from Egypt and place it where it now 

The discovery of the papers concealed in the|stands 2,000,000 francs. The pedestal on which it 
Tuileries in September, 1870, stripped the imperial|stands is a single block of gray granite, weighing 
despotism of its tinsel and revealed the vile and con- | 240,000 pounds, upon the northern side of which is 
temptible arts by which a great and gallant nation | represented the apparatus employed in the removal 
had been enslaved. The government of Napoleon|and embarkation of the beautiful Egyptian relic, 
IIL, as Mr. Gladstone said of that of Bomba, was|and on the opposite side that used in raising it into 
perhaps a negation of God upon earth. His coun-| position. 
selors were bold, bad men, ever plotting against; On either side of this magnificent monument is a 
each other, and uniting alone in a common conspir-|large, beautiful, elaborate, and expensive bronze ` 
acy to grow rich at the expense of their country, | fountain. Above an elevated basin, fifteen feet from 
The Tuileries was the El Dorado of pimps and para- | the ground, are figures from which streams of water 
sites and wantons. For eighteen long years Louis|are sent forth into the basin. Under it are several 
Napoleon retained the power which he had acquired | large figures sitting in seeming repose. Inthe main 
through perjury and violence, by pandering to the | fountain below were female figures with the tail of 
baser passions of his subjects and by an organized |a fish, holding a fish in their arms, from the mouths 
system of fraud, mendacity, and espionage.  Be-|of which shot upwards into the basin a generous 
neath his blighting rule French women only sought|stream of water. They are the prettiest fountains 
to surpass each other in reokless extravagance, and | I ever saw, and must have cost large sums of money. 
Frenchmen lost the courage which had half redeemed} Around the place are eight statues, representing 
their frivolity. Honest citizens there were, indeed, | the chief cities of France—Lyons, Marseilles, Bor- 
who protested against these saturnalia of successful | deaux, Nantes, Rouen, Brest, Lille, and Strasburg. 
villainy and rampant vice, but few listened to their} At the entrance of the Champs Elysees are the 
warnings. What were the consequences of all this|famous Chevaux de Marly, the two equestrian 
vice and extravagance? The armies of France were | groups by Guillaume Coustou, which were brought 
scattered to the winds; the man who knew not|from Marly Le Roi by order of the National Con- 
how a Cesar should die, taken prisoner; his despera- | vention. 
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NEW YORK, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1880. 


Letter from Europe.—No. 6.—Continued. 


But, my friends, I fear I cannot easily give you a 
fitting description of the Louvre, which, with the 
: Vatican in Rome, contains the greatest collection of 
works of art in the world. Some authorities date 
the origin of the Louvre from the first French 
kings, whilst others say that it was erected in the 
center of a forest by Philip Augustus, in 1217. It 
is quite sure that the building was not considered as 
being within the town of Paris until 1385, when a 
new inclosure was made by Charles VI. It is said 
the palace was origiually designed for the reception 
of foreign monarchs during their sojourn in the 
French capital, In 1528 Francis I. pulled down the 
old building to put in its place a new and finer edi- 
fice, which was finished by his son, Henry II. A 
part of the modern structure was erected by the 
order of Louis XIV.; and it was during the life of 
this king that the superb eastern colonnade was exe- 
cuted. This masterpiece of architecture yields in 
nothing to the most beautiful productions of antique 
art. The Louvre stands upon the banks of the 
Seine; the side facing it is decorated with most ad- 
mirable carvings in stone, and the pavilions of 
Rohan and Lesdiguieres are marvelous instances of 
the power of the sculptor’s chisel, while the innumer- 
able monumental statues which decorate the build- 
ing in great numbers are very attractive features to 
the beholder. We see nothing of the kind in our 
own country—a building having a total frontage or 
grand wall of magnificent architecture inclosing two 
grand and extensive squares, areas of some acres 
each of thousands of feet, with two tiers of niches 
in which are sculptured statues of kings, dukes, 
counts, generals, statesmen, together with the 
heroes and notables of antiquity. The entire build- 
ing is of finely hewn stone; two galleries in hight 
all the way around and much of the way three 
floors, all well filled with the highest works of art 
in the way of large and beautiful paintings, by the 
first artists for the past five centuries, magnificent 
statuary, including great numbers of the Grecian 
and Roman gods, goddesses, heroes, warriors, states- 
men, poets, classic and fancy pieces, etc., etc., be- 
sides very many distinguished persons of more 
modern date. 

Among tbe thousands of the first-class paintings 
which line the walls for seeming miles very many 
deserve special attention, but that caifnot be given 
here. I can only say the quantity and quality 
greatly excelled everything I have ever seen before. 
The treasures of this collection are distributed 
through one hundred and thirty rooms and many of 
them of great length. One gallery being a thousand 
feet in length, and the descriptive catalogue of 
which fills thirty bulky volumes. This will give 
some idea of the immensity of the collection. Many 
of the pictures are of very large size being forty or 
fifty by thirty or forty feet. Some are battle scenes, 
some landscapes, some ocean scenes, many life-size 
portraits of distinguished characters in all ages of 
the world, including kings, emperors, etc., etc., 
with great numbers of historical pieces; others in all 
branches of natural history and a far greater num- 
ber of religious subjects, giving the sad-looking 
Jesus in all conceivable conditions and circum- 
stances; the same of the Virgin, and the whole cate- 
gory of the dismal saints before alluded to, who 
neither want to be happy themselves nor suffer any- 
body else to be so. The ceilings of many of the 
galleries are richly and exquisitely decorated by 
beautiful paintings by celebrated artists; even if 
there were nothing else in the galleries where these 
decorations appear, it would well pay the visitor to 
walk through them and admire. 

A very important feature of the Louvre collec- 
tion is the antiquities. They fill several extensive 
galleries, and embrace Egyptian, Indian, Chinese, 
Chaldean, Assyrian, Phoenician, or Carthagenian, 
. Etruscan, Grecian, and Roman rare and beautiful 
antique curiosities, embracing of course the gods 
and idols of the various nations, ancient sculpture, 
Egyptian sarcophagii of immense size, weight, 
and elaborateness of sculpture, coffins of wood and 
papyrus, highly decorated with hieroglyphics, paint- 
ings, etc. Some of the Assyrian antiquities of large 
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- chief of the Mountain, and his friends Couthon and 


. and completed in 1810. 


‘ness the prostration of the lofty column. 
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On the precise spot where the obelisk now stands, 
the guillotine was raised for the execution of Louis 
XVI. Here, also, many other distinguished persons 
were executed. Among those who terminated their 
career upon this awful spot during the Reign of 
Terror were Charlotte Corday, the beautiful and 
courageous patriot ; Brissot, chief of the Girondists; 
Queen Marie Antoinette, a model of grace and 
beauty; Philippe Egalité, Duke d? Orleans; Madame 
Roland, whose dying words were, “ O liberty, what 
crimes are pepetrated in thy name!” Herbert, editor 
of the famous Jacobin Pere Duchéne; Danton, the 
rivalof Robespierre ; Camille Desmoulins, and his 
young and noble wife ; Chaumette ; Madame Eliza- 
beth, sister of Louis XVI; Robespierre himself, 


ground, into a thousand pieces. Napoleon’s figure 
had been separated from the lantern and lay a 
wreck, with the head severed from the body and one 
arm broken. The fragments of the column, how- 
ever, were preserved, and ultimately the whole was 
resurrected nearly a8 beautiful às ever. 

The Palais Royal was built in 1629 by Cardinal 
Duke de Richelieu, the celebrated prime minister of 
Louis XIIL, who died in 1642. It was originally 
called Palais Cardinal. It is constructed in a paral- 
lelogram form, and a large garden occupies the cen. 
ter. On May 24, 1871, the Communists set fire to 
the Palais Royal, and the entire south wing became 
a prey to the flames. The garden. of the Palais 
Royal is known over the habitable globe, though it 
is not so rich and beautiful as many more modern 
grounds of the kind. 

The Hotel de Ville, or City Hall, is now being re- 
built, and will be a magnificent structure. 

The Place des Vosges is a large, gloomy, and old- 
fashioned square. The center is occupied by an 
equestrian statue in white marble of Louis XIII. 
There are also trees and fountains. This nook pre- 
serves the exact. appearance it did nearly three cen- 
turies ago. For generations it was one of the most 
fashionable resorts in the city, when plumed knights 
and gallants and masked ladies of high rank. here 
fluttered in brilliant gayety. 

Let us proceed to the Place de la Bastile, which, 
as its name indicates, was the situation of the fa- 
mous prison of state, and where many unfortunates 
have unjustly suffered. The Bastile was begun by 
order of Charles V. in 1369 and finished in 1383. 
The darkest features of French history were stereo- 
typed on the gloomy walls of the ancient fortress, 
and its name was long a terror to all classes of the 
community. The deeds of violence and injustice 
which were perpetrated within its walls during four 
centuries will ever serve to keep in abomination the 
term king in France. On July 14, 1789, the in- 
censed people of Paris attacked the Bastile with 
such: irresistible force and determination that the 
garrison soon yielded, and in a short time all that 
remained of the old state prison was a heap of 
shapeless ruins. Thus fell this formidable place of 
horror after a seige of three hours only—a fortress 
that the most experienced generais of the age of 
Louis XIV. had deemed impregnable. The fine 
bronze column at present standing in the Place de 
la Bastile is called the Colonne de Juliet, and was 
erected in remembrance of those who feel in defense 
of liberty in July, 183C. It is one hundred and 
sixty-five feet high, and the figure emblematical of 
liberty crowns it. On the sides of the monument 
are engraved the names of five hundred and four 

atriots whose remains are deposited in the vaults 
Pouosch, Two hundred and five steps take one to 
the summit, which commands a fine view of eastern 
Paris. 

But, my friends, I perceive I will not be able to 
tell you all I want to about Paris in this letter, so, 
as this is quite long, I will close and write you an- 
other on the same subject soon. 

Iam doing well, and hope you all are engaged in 
a similar occupation. I am yours truly, 

D. M. B. 


St. Just, besides upwards of three thousand nobles 
and royalists. Here a vast amount of human blood 
has been spilt. Here Thomas Paine would doubtless 
have yielded his life had not a fortunate though triv- 
ial circumstance saved him. z 

The Champs Elysées is called the promenade in 
Europe, and on every pleasant day is thronged with 
such numbers of carriages that London itself cannot 
equal it., It also presents a very gay appearance at 
night when brilliantly illuminated. 

On the left stands the Palais de P Industrie, 
which was used in.1855 for the great international 
exhibition. On the outside are busts of celebrated 
men of every nation, the French of course being in 
excess. About half way up the avenue is the Rond 
Point, where six fountains, conceived in a very 
original spirit, are usually playing. Not far from 
this place, in the Faubourg St. Honore, is situated 
the Palais de l Élysée, erected in 1718, and inhabited 
in 1745 by Madame Pompadour, the mistress of 
Louis XV. This. splendid mansion afterward be- 
came the property of the state. .During the ** Hun- 
dred Days,” in 1815, it was occupied by Napoleon I. 
After the battle of Waterloo it was occupied by the 
Duke of Wellington and the Emperor Alexander. 

The Arc Triomphe de ? Etoile must next be men- 
tioned. It is the largest and finest structure of the 
kind in the world. It stands on a gradual.eminence 
perhaps half a mile from the Place de la Concorde, 
and is visible from almost every part of the environs 
of Paris. It was commenced by order of Napoleon 
I. in 1806 to perpetuate the glories of his campaign, 
but was not completed until 1836. This noble mon- 
ument of solid and beautiful masonry is one hundred 
and. forty-seven feet broad, and seventy-two feet 
thick, It cost nearly 10,000,000 francs. On the 
two sides are elaborate conceptions of battle scenes 
and victories in relief, which rank high as works of 
art. The arch is double, having a passage way east 
and west, north and south. We ascended its two 
hundred and eighty-one steps, and from its top had 
a fine view of Paris and its environs. On the night 
of May 20, 1871, the Communists succeeded in rais- 
ing, by steam power, heavy artillery on the top of 
the arch, from whence they bombarded, with mur- 
derous effect, the citadel of Mont Valérien, the most 
powerful detached fort around Paris. - 

The beautiful promenade of Bois de Boulogne is 
one of the most picturesque of the city. Before the 
hour of dinner (6 r. x.) all kinds of fashionable 
equestrians crowd to this favorite resort. Here are 
to be found shady and deserted alleys for those who 
prefer them to excitement and pleasure. Here the 
great military reviews and parades take place. 

The Colonne Vendome, a beautiful bronze column 
135 feet in hight and thirteen feet in diameter, rears 
its head at the end of the Rue de la Paix. It took 
its name from the hotel of the Duke of Vendóme. 
It was begun by Napoleon I. in 1806, to commemo- 
rate the successes of the French army in Germany, 
It stands in a perfect octa- 
gon 420 by 450 feet ; it is in imitation of the pillar 
of Trojan at Rome. The pedestal is a masterpiece 
of composition twenty-five feet high and twenty 
square. On the top stands a figure of the hero of 
Austerlitz, sixteen feet in hight, and dressed in a 
Roman toga. The summit is reached by a winding 
staircase of 176 steps, and from it a good view is 
obtained. The column is covered with reliefs in 
bronze, composed of four hundred and twenty-five 
plates, made out of 1,200 cannons captured from 
the Russians and Austrians during a campaign of 
three months in 1805. There are over two thousand 
figures three feet in hight, and the total weight of 
the metal employed is 1,800,000. pounds. 

The Communists, considering the column a mon- 
ument of barbarism, a symbol of brute force and 
false glory, a negation of international law, a per- 
manent insult cast by the victors on the vanquished, 
a perpetual attack on one of the great principles of 
the Frepch Republic Fraternity, passed a decree 
that the Place Vendome should be demolished. On 
May 16,1871, a dense multitude assembled to wit- 
The ex- 
citement was intense. Several ropes were fastened 
around the top and which communicated with a 
windlass and anchor in the Rue de la Paix. The 
tricolored flag of France was tied to the hand of 
Napoleon, and then at a given signal the insensate 
work of destruction began. Very soon the great 
mass tottered and fell, breaking, as it reached the 
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Paris, August 15, 1880. 

My Drar Frienps: I will continue my imper- 
fect descriptions of this beautiful city. One of the 
most interesting places I have visited within its 
bounds is the Palace of Luxembourg and Garden of 
Luxembourg in front and on one side of it. The 
Garden rivals that of the Tuileries, and it is difficult 
to decide which is the more beautiful of the two. 
The twenty statues which adorn the terrace repre- 
sent women famous in history, among them Mary 
Stuart and Petrarch’s Laura. The other statues are 
chiefly copies from antiquities. Those on the grass- 
plots near the large fountain are of Italian workman- 
ship, of the sixteenth century. On the eastern side 
of the Garden is the beautiful Fontaine de Medicis, 
built by Desbrosses, and, as some say, designed by 
Rubens. Cafés and kiosks are interspersed in the 
western grove of chestnuts. The Rosary, situated 
in this direction, isthe finest in Paris. Here invalids 
and elderly people may be seen basking themselves 
in the vivifying sun, while a very different sight is 
the open space before the orangery (where are scores 
of beautiful large orange trees) at the other end of 
the garden, where the gamins usually congregate 
and play with that life and animation so character- 
istic of the French nation. Bands of music often 
play here. i 

The Palace of Luxembourg was built in 1615-20, 
by Jacques Desbrosses, and served as a residence to 
Marie de Medicis, second wife to Henry IV. Here 
Rubens in 1621 painted the sketches of his series of 
large allegorical pictures now in the Louvre. Like 
other places in Paris, it has undergone not a few exoit- 
ing transmutations in its time and at different periods 
has served as a palaee, a prison, and a parliament 
house. Yet notwithstanding half a dozen names in 
| which the palace at different times has rejoiced, it 


still eontinues to be called by that of the first party 
who, four hundred years ago, built a mansion on this 


site, the Duke d'Epinay Luxembourg. 


The interior is divided into two sections, the Prè- 


J'ecture de la Seine, or civil administration, and the 
Musée, or galleries of painting, open daily, free, con- 
taining the works of contemporary artists, or those 
who have not been dead more than ten y ears. 
the Louvre the Luxembourg paintings are the most 
interesting in Paris, and as they are modern they 
look still more brilliant than many in the Louvre 
collection. 
brilliant edifice. 
tion of statuary, ineluding more of the old gods, 
whom, by this time, I begin to feel pretty well ac- 
quainted with. Both in this department and in the 
galleries on the next floor, the pictures are very 
noticeable for their fidelity to nature. 
numbers of figures and paintings in precisely the 
same condition that our first parents are supposed 
to have been in before they made themselves aprons 
of fig leaves. 
kind, and nothing is omitted from a feeling. of 
squeamishness or mock modesty. 


After 


We highly enjoyed our visit to this 
On the lower floor is a fine collec- 


There are 


They are guiltless of drapery of any 


I do not know what Greene-street Comstock would 


do with himself could he see these statues of Lux- 
embourg or should some of them.be imported into 
the United States. 
has endured for years without taking the lockjaw 
or hydrophobia the vilest collection of infamous pic- 
tures and books in the world, without becoming any 
more contaminated and corrupt than he was before. 
But if the viewing of these statues and pictures would 
"make him a decent, respectable man, I would will- 
ingly pay the expense of his passage over. 
best of ladies and gentlemen, both of Europe and 
America, look upon these works of art with pleasure 
and propriety, and scores of scholars and students 
of both sexes daily throng these galleries and copy 
openly and innocently the very statues and paintings 
which Comstock would like to send people to prison 
for looking at or having in their possession—infin- 
itely more objectionable than the copy of Hans 
Makart’s picture of Charles V. entering Antwerp, 
which Comstock made such an ado about on Fulton 


It is well known that he 


Still the 


street, New York, two years ago. It is very well 
for the city of Paris that they have not such a man 
as Comstock to poke his dirty nose into the art gal- 
leries in all parts of the city. It is to be hoped that 
the Comstocxs and Collettes will not always be the 
ones to decide what pictures people may or may not 
look upon, and what books they may or may not 
read. E 

One of the features of the Luxembourg and 
Louvre galleries is the number of students, men and 
women, youths and gray-bearded veterans, who, 
mounted on scaffolding, or merely standing before a 
low easel, spend whole years of their lives in copy- 
ing the countless masterpieces of the collections. 
Zealous Sabbatarians, also, might learn a profitable 
lesson from the aspect of the Luxembourg and 
Louvre on Sunday, where they could see hundreds 
of the humbler classes heartily enjoying the various 
works of art, and moreover frequently showing them- 
selves capable of appreciating these beauties far be- 
yond many of Puritanic proclivities. In this respect 
Paris is much in advance of London. An effort has 
been made in the latter vity to have the museums 
and picture galleries open on Sundays, but it has not 
as yet been successful. There is no doubt that those 
who spend their Sundays in studying works of art 
pass the time far more innocently than the average 
classes who roam the streets or use the day in elongat- 
ing their faces and playing the hypocrite generally. 
Indeed there is little doubt that the great superior- 
ity, as far as artistic taste goes, which the Parisian 
workman possesses over his London brother is owing 
to the facilities which the state places at his disposal 
for studying art in every form, from antique furni- 


ture in the Musée de Cluny to modern paintings in 
the Luxembourg. Even in walking through the gal- 
leries his eye becomes unconsciously educated as to 


what is or is not good taste. 
Turning into the Kue de Vangiard, on the right, 


is the Odeon, one of the monumental theaters of 
Paris, largely patronized by students. 


Another place of great interest is the Bibliotheque 
Nationale, the oldest, rarest, richest, and most exten- 
sive library in the world, founded by Charles V., a 
patronizer of literature. The three million books 
and two million manuscripts contained in this libra- 
ry would, if placed in a continuous line, extend to a 
distance of forty-eight miles. I was under the im- 
pression that the immense library in the British 
Museum is the largest in the world, but it appears I 
was mistaken ; the Bibliotheque, in Paris, contains 
more than twice the number of volumes. The heart 
of Voltaire, that illustrious philosopher and prolific 
writer, is preserved here. The reading-room is stil] 
more splendid than the grand dome in the British 
Museum ; instead of being under one plain dome, 
the overhead or complex arches are rich, beautiful, 
and finished in the most magnificent manner. Here 
we also saw many more antiquities and ancient man- 
uscripts, inscriptions on stone, maps, etc. I saw 
there large globes ten or twelve feet in diameter, as 
well as much else that I cannot now call to mind and 
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name. 
institution is a great credit to Paris and to France. 


Between the Bibliothèque and the Louvre, on 
Rue Richelieu, on the corner of Rue Moliere, is the 
This monument was 
erected by publie subscription to the memory of 
“The 
father of French comedy” is represented in a sitting 
Below 
are two allegorical figures holding scrolls, on which 
are inacribed in chronological order the name of all 
Moliere died in the 
Then took place that fa- 
mous supper when, together with Boileau, La Fon- 
taine, and a few other boon companions, Moliere 
and his guests having extended their libations beyond 
the bounds of prudence, decided there and then to 
drown themselves in the Seine upon the plea that 
the greatest happiness is never to have been born, 
while the next is to die with as little delay as possi- 
On their way to the river, however, Moliere 
suggested that so doughty a deed should not be 
performed in the dark, but that it merited the blaze 
* He is right!" cried his compan- 
ions, one of whom, Chapelle, added, “Well, as we 
are not going to drown ourselves till to-morrow, let 


beautiful Fontaine Moliere. 
the man whose immortal names it bears. 


posture in an attitude of deep meditation. 


the works of this great genius. 
house opposite in 1673. 


ble. 
of noonday sun. 


us go back and finish the wine.” © 


I visited the Jardin des Plantes by myself. It is 
a zoological garden, a botanical garden, combined 
with most extensive anatomical, antiquarian, bo- 
Among 
the animals are all that are procurable, from the ele- 
phants, lions, tigers, hippopotamuses, rhinoceroses, of 
Asia and Africa, down to the Guinea pig; from the 
largest ostriches, condors, eagles, pelicans, storks, 


tanical, geological, and chemical museums. 


cranes, flamingoes, down to cockatoos and quails, 


The dangerous animals are in cages in a secure 
building, while the others are in lots of different 


sizes, surrounded by iron fences, in all parts of the 
grounds. The antelope and deer family were fully 
represented, there being many varieties of them; the 
same of bears aud all other kinds of beasts and birds. 
The collection is most extensive. The monkey-house 
attracts great attention. It is a huge cage of wire 
perhaps sixty feet in diameter and two-thirds as 
high, with plenty of facilities for sportive exercise 
on the part of the active, comical animals. The snake 
house is a curiosity. The bear-pits, in which were 
black bears, white polar bears, grizzly bears, cin- 
namon bears, etc., also drew many observers ; and 
the same may be said of the beautiful zebras and 
many others of the birds and animals, f 

The botanical garden is extensive and well 
arranged. The greenhouses and exotics are ex- 
tensive, but neither the garden nor greenhouses 
excel those of Kew Gardens in London. Perbaps 
tbe botanical museum does not come up to those of 
Kew Gardens, but the geological and mineralogical 
collection is most full and extensive, containing 
tens of thousands of specimens’ of all forms and 
combinations of minerals, ores, sulphates, sulphides, 
sulpherets, carbonates, nitrates, chlorates, chlorides, 
acetates, oxides, ect. Here the genius, industry, 
and thorough iuvestigation of, Cuiver and Huay 
are manifested, and fine marble statues of them are 
in the museum. The anatomical and antiquarian 
museums far excelled anything of the kind I ever 
witnessed. There are thousands of anatomies, from 
the mammoth saurians of thousands of years ago, 
forty feet in length, with a head and jaw six or 
eight feet across, down to the tiniest animals. There 
are probably a thousand skeletons of the human race 
earefully wired together, and embracing all races 
and nations ; also many hundreds of busts in some 
kind of composition, representing accurately every 
conceiveable variety and variation in the human 
race, embracing scores of the African, Asiatic, Eu- 
ropean, and American types of humanity, affording 
an excellent opportunity of studying ethnology. 
The Hottentot Venus, life size, fell very far short of 
the Venus of Milo. The Hottentot article has very 
few attractions for a connoisseur of European 
nations. 

The collection of monstrosities, or lusus naturce— 
children born double in all conceivable forms, with 
two heads, four arms, four legs, joined at the back, 
at the sides, iu front, and in all kinds of positions— 
went far beyond anything of the kind a person could 
possibly conceive of. There are scores upon scores 
of them, and in nearly all cases the identical subjects 
that were really brought forth, and the same pre- 
served in alcohol. JI saw there, also, numerous 
doubles of a similar character in the animal kingdom. 
I was struck with the numerous mistakes which 
nature has apparently made. But in every instance 
of this kind there was a sufficient cause or reason 
which produced the result, and nature was not really 

^to blame for it. The library contains 60,000 vol. 
umes of scientific works, which may every day be 
consulted by those who desire to do so. 

In 1626 Guy dela Brosse, a physician of Louis 
XIIL., prevailed upon the king to establish a garden 
for the eultivation of foreign plants, the superin- 
tendence of which passed into several hands, until 
1739, when the direction was confided to the immor- 
tal Buffon. Under Napoleon I. the collection was 
much enlarged. The garden is open free all day, 


I will merely say, however, that the entire 


and is visited by thousands. It is a most commenda- 
ble arrangement to make institutions of this kind 
free to the publie, as thereby every person who 
chooses can visit and obtain the most valuable in- 
formation. America has yet considerable progress 
to make in this direction before it will equal what 
has been done by the leading cities of Europe. 

During the seige of 1870-71 the various animals 
contained in the Garden des Plantes were sold by 
suction at fabulous prices. Bread was plentiful for 
the first two months, but after that time it became 
terribly scarce, and the daily allowance was only ten 
ounces per head. Only one kind was manufactured, 
and very poor stuff at that, dark in color, heavy, 
pasty, and gritty, with very little grain in it fit to 
eat. Horsez, donkeys, and mules averaged fifteen 
francs per pound. Horse flesh is said to be excellent, 
and with the exception of being a little sweeter than 
beef is otherwise much like it. The flesh of the 
donkey is said to be perfectly delicious, much the 
color of mutton, firm and savory. <A leg of mutton 
could not be obtained in the city at any price. In 
the cellar of the British Embassy, however, were 
three live sheep. Never did the rich man lust more 
after the poor man’s ewe lamb than many of the 
Parisians lusted after these three sheep. It is said 
they went to look at them frequently, much as a 
London Arab goes to smell at a cook shop. Kanga- 
roo, a decided luxury, currently sold for twenty-five 
francs per pound. A goose cost 250 francs; a 
fresh egg six francs; a pint of milk four francs; 
fresh butter eighty francs per pound ;'a ham weigh- 
ing four pounds 200 francs. Elephants, beafs, 
camels, hippopotamuses, giraffes, lions, and tigers 
were sold at the rate of twenty-five francs per pound. 
The trunks of theelephants brought forty-five franos 
per pound. They were tough, coarse, and oily, and 
could not be recommended as a diet except in cases 
of great necessity, as in the case alluded to. Ele- 
phant meat wil hardly be much used for food so 
long as beef or mutton are procurable. Some 50,000 
cats, called rabbits, were also sold for food, a good 
fat one bringing seventy-five francs, minus the skin. 
All were eaten, save those so wild they could not be 
caught. Cat is said to be a great luxury, especially 
when nothing else can be had. It is said the cat, as 
a viand, occupies a position equidistant between the 
squirrel and the rabbit, with a flavor peculiar to 
itself. As cats have philoprogenitiveness 7 plus, 
with a decided tendency to large families, possibly 
nature designed them as an article of food for the 
human race. A common rat cost two francs ; if 
from the drains and sewers three francs. Dogs were 
marketable all the way between twenty francs and 
two hundred francs, according to size and species. 
Epicures in dog flesh most solemnly assert that a 
slice of spaniel is by no means‘to be despised, and is 
in fact most excellent when no other meat can possi- 
bly be procured ; bull-dog, however, is said to be 
rather coarse, tough, and strong. It was thought 
dogs during those hungry days had some means of 
communicating With each other, and that when old 
friends wished to devour them they grew extremely 
suspicious and growled fiercely when any one looked 
at them longingly. There is a story that a man was 
followed for a mile by a party of hungry dogs, 
barking continually at his heels. He could not 
think why they should thus pursue him, until he 
remembered he had eaten arat fordinner. It is also 
said that another man who had partaken of adog by 
the name of Rover felt an irresistible impulse to 
jump up. whenever any one whistled or called 
** Rover.” 

At No.1 Rue de Beauve, at the corner of Quai 
Voltaire, stands the house in which Voltaire resided 
some time previous to his death. The life of this 
great and remarkable man is full of interesting 
actions, varied incidents, and trying vicissitudes. 
He wrote history, poems, dramas, and works on 
anti-theology amounting to nearly a hundred vol- 
umes, and of such characteristic ability that no one 
who has written since has equaled him. At the age 
of eighty-four, yielding to the importunities of his 
niece, Madame Denis, who grew sick of the dull 
monotony of Ferney, where he had passed over 
twenty years in almost unbroken application to lit- 
erary work, he once more visited Paris, and his 
whole journey and his reception in the city was one 
continued splendid triumph. Crowds attended upon 
him ; he occupied the director’s seat in the Acad- 
emy, was crowned at the theater, and then exhausted 
by the excitement and want of sleep he took opiates, 
and after much suffering fell into a lethurgy, and 
quietly passed away in this house, May 30, 1778. 
His apartment upon the first floor was kept closed 
afterward, out of respect to his memory, and was 
not reopened till he had been a century in his grave. 
His masterly works will continue to be revered so 
long as men value talent, erudition, and unquestioned 
ability. It is my wish within the next six months 
to bring out a large octavo volume of Voltaire’s 
theological writings that bave never yet been pub- 
lished in English. 

“ His land is one vast monument 
Bearing the record high 
Of a spirit in itself content, 
And a name that cannot die.” 


It will hardly answer for one to visit Paris with- 
out going to the Champs de Mars, a space of ground 
in front of the Ecole Militaire, or Military School, 
commenced in 1752 for the education of the sons of 
gentlemen without fortune, and completed in 1768. 
The entrance is ornamented with sculptures of a 
beautiful character. The entire building ‘occupies 
an area of 1,408 feet by 797. The Ecole Militaire 
now serves as a barrack for a garrison of six thou- 
sand soldiers in various branches of the service, 
The Champs de Mars measures 3,084 feet by 2,290, 
and is chiefly interesting on account of the grand - 
ceremony which was performed here in 1804, when 
Napoleon L, surrounded by his newly-creatéd mar- 
shals, distributed eagles to the whole army. This 
immense site was covered by the Exhibition build- 
ings in 1867-68, which renders the Champs de 
‘Mars not oaly illustrious to posterity as a spot 
where the world’s shows were held, but as a sacred 
soil where the enmity of nations first gave way to 
friendly emulation. . 

A very short walk along the Avenue de Tourville 
(on the left) takes one to the church of St. Louis 
des Invalides, located at the back of the Hotel des 
Invalides. This edifice was commenced in 1680 and 
finished in 1706. The dome—one of the most con- 
spicuous landmarks of Paris and distinctly visible 
from almost every part of the environs—pierces the 
air to the hight of 345 feet. It was regilt in 1861 
by the electro-plating system at a cost of 1,800,000 
francs. All parts of this building are superlatively 
beautiful and grand. The courtyard in front; the 
ascent ; the portico, with its statues of Charlemagne 
and St. Louis, its Doric and Corinthian columns, 
and its triangular pediment; the attic and its colon- 
nade, and the dome, with its lantern and spire, . 
crowning the whele, afford a very august and sur- 
prising prospect. In surveying this stupendous 
monument the imagination is filled with a lofty kind 
of admiration which no structure of less elegance 
and majesty can excite. 

Here are the tombs of Jerome Bonaparte, his eld- 
est son, his second wife, Henri de la Tour d'Au- 
vergne, Viscount de Turenne. There are in the 
chapel many fine paintings by Louis Boulogne. On 
descending the white marble staircase, to the left of 
the magnificent altar, is the tomb of ihe great Na- 
poleon. On each side stands a colossal bronze 
statue, emblematical of civil and military honor, by 
Duret. Opposite is seen, through a giass screen, 
the chapel of the Invalides, not accessible from here. 
And here are the tombs of Marshals Duroc and 
Bertrand. 'The first was killed at the battle of 
Wurtzchen in 1813. Napoleon wept over him on 
his death-bed, and perhaps he never had to lament 
the loss of a more faithful friend or braver soldier. 
The second would have earned a bright name on the 
page of history merely by his military achievements 
were not those achievements cast comparatively in 
the shade by the steadfast fidelity with which he 
clung to Napoleon. Aiding him to gain some of 
his most splendid victories ; covering him when in 
retreat and peril ; following him to Elba ; returning 
with him to share all the perils of the “blood-stained 
Waterloo,” he, the brave and steadfast Bertrand, 
feared not the terrible imprisonment of St. Helena, 


and abode there until his sincerely-worrhiped human 


ido] had breathed his last. Honor to fidelity! 
Further on is the tomb of Marshal Sebastian Le 
Prestre de Vauban, one of the greatest of military 
engineers, and inventor of the present system of 
fortification. He had the conduct of fifty-three 
sieges, was present at one hundred and forty battles, 
erected thirty-three fortresses, renewed the works 
of three hundred old ones, and left no less than 
twelve folio volumes of manuscript memoirs. He 
was, besides, the most upright, simple, true, and 
modest man of his age. The last chapel contains 
the monumental tomb of Joseph Bonaparte, king of 
Spain, the elder brother of Napoleon. 

The dome is profusely decerated with frescoes and 
sculptures by Jouvenet, Nicolas Coypel, Bosio, and 
Cartelier, and the cupola contains a most elaborate 
composition by Charles de la Fosse, St. Louis pre- 
senting to Christ the sword with which he conquered 
the Infidels. Beneath the dome, a circular balustrade 
in Italian marble encircles a depression nineteen 
feet deep, in the center of which stands the tomb of 
Napoleon, an imposing sarcophagus in phorphyry 
from Finland, weighing 135,000 pounds. Visconti, 
who was charged with the erection of this tomb in 
1840, had a great difficulty to contend with in order 
not to spoil the effect of the work of Mansart. Elis 
scheme does not intercept the view of the altar. 
The sepulcher was inaugurated in 1851 and cost 
9,000,000 francs. On the mosaic pavement are in- 
scribed the victories of Rivoli, Pyramids, Marengo, 
Austerlitz, Jena, Friedland, Wagram, and Mescow. 
Around the immense monolith wherein rest all that 
remains of the great warrior, twelve colossal caryati- 
des by Pradier, symbolizing twelve chief victories, 
keep guard, while between these silent sentries hang 
fifty-four banners — trophies of Austerlitz. The 
vivid golden glare admitted from the monster 
canopy, mingling with the dark bluish tint from the 
colored glass, lends an additional sanctity to the maj- 
esty and grandeur of the scene. The visitor can scarce- 
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ly look upon this sombre monument, and reflect upon 


. the moldering dust of him who lies within, without 


experiencing some fitting emotions. Napoleon, 
“The Corsican Usurper,” with all his faults, and 
they were many, is yet the grandest warrior of 
modern times; and however his wanton ambition 
may be deprecated, with his insatiate thirst for con- 
quest, wé must still pause awhile to breathe a sigh 
of sorrow and compassion upon the soldier’s grave. 

In this connection it may not be amiss to restate 
what recently appeared in one of the New ‘York 
dailies, that the statues and ashes of the Napoleons 
have suffered strange vicissitudes. Twice has the 
statue of the first Napoleon, which stands in the 
Place Vendome, been dragged to the ground, first by 
Royalists, then by Radicals, only to be re-erected, 
while his ashes were restored to France on the 
demand of another dynasty, to be respected even 
during the Commune. Louis, the ex-king of Hol- 
land, removed the remains of his father from 
Grenoble to St. Lou, to which place his own ashes 
were in time removed from Italy. The oldest son 
of Louis, regarded by Napoleon as his heir, and who 
died when but six years old, was at first Jaid in St. 
Denis, but the Bourbons, when they ‘returned to 
France, had the body translated, and the * little 
Napoleon”. now rests in the same vault with his 
father and grandfather. Jerome reposes under the 
dome of the Invalides with his great brother ; the 
ashes of the other Bonapartes lie scattered here and 
there, and are to be found at Rome, Florence, 
Vienna, and Chiselhurst, and somewhere in Calabria. 

The cathedrals and churches of Paris are worthy 
of some attention, though they abound with the 
same old superstitions and follies which are so dis- 
tasteful to me. Here we see the same grand extrava- 
gance in piling of massive rock in commemoration 
of the relics of paganism, and hére the same saints 
and dying God with the same doleful countenances, 
more calculated to fill the beholder with gloom and 
horror than with any cheering rays of promise for 
happiness in the present or in the future for strug- 
gling humanity. Here the same extravagant outlay 
of wealth, which, if it had been expended in furnish- 
ing workshops for the idle, comfortable homes for 
their families, and schools for their children, would 
have been far more conducive to the welfare and 
happiness of mankind. 

We first visited the Pantheon, a monster sample 
of modern architecture. It is the patronal church 
St. Genevieve. The first stone of the teniple, con- 
structed after the designs of Soufflot, was laid in 
1764, and forty years were consumed in its con- 
struction. The cost of it amounted to 30,000,000 
francs. The plan of the edifice represents a Latin 
cross, and is three hundred and sixty-one feet long, 
and two hundred and sixty feet broad. In the cen- 


“ ter rises à majestic dome, supported by thirty-two 


Corinthian columns, and surmounted by an elegant 


. lantern sixty-six feet in diameter and two hundred 


and seventy-three feet in hight. The porch is ap- 
proached by a flight of eleven steps and rests upon 
twenty-two columns, sixty-four feet high by six feet 
in diameter. The pediment above contains a mag- 
nifieent composition of David d'Angers, ranging 
from groups of such citizens as Mirabeau, Voltaire, 
and Rousseau to sculptures of Napoleon and his 
republican and imperial soldiers, The form of the 
Pantheon is said to be like St. Peter’s at Rome, the 
Capitol in Washington, and St. Paul’s in London. 

The church of St, Genevieve was hardly com- 
pleted before the outbreak of the Revolution, when 
the National Assembly decreed that it should be 
called the Pantheon, and serve as a sepulcher to 
those citizens who had deserved well of their coun- 
try. Hence the inscription upon its frontispiece, 
Aux grands hommes la patria reconnais sante. 
Whether, however, it be considered a temple of 
fame or church, Pantheon or St. Genevieve, the 
monument is one of the handsomest with which the 
eighteenth century endowed Paris. The interior 
presents à cold though grand appearance. The 
frescoes are worthy of scrutiny and praise. The 
apotheosis of St. Genevieve, which decorates the 
cupola of the dome, is the work of Baron Gros. 
It was executed in 1824, and cost 100,000 francs. 
During the siege several shells, fired from the Pru- 
sian stronghold of Chatillon, pierced through the 
dome—sixteen kilometers, or ten miles. The lantern 
is reached by four hundred and twenty-five steps, 
and affords a magnificent panorama of the huge 
gea of houses in the city below. 

Here are buried the remains of Frangois Marie 
Arouet de Voltaire. The sarcophagus bears this 
inscription: Aux manes de Voltaire. Potte, histo- 
rien, philosophe, il agrandit Pesprit humain et lui 
apprit qu'il devait etre libre. Il defendit Calas, 
Sirven, de la’ Barre, et Montabilly; combatti les 
athées el les fanatiques, il inspira la tolerance, il re- 
clama les droits de Phomme contre la servitude de 
feodalité. Here also reposes the ashes of another of 
our great writers and one of humanity’s great lights, 
Jean Jacques Rousseau, the great philosopher and 
Freethinker. Upon his tomb is this epitaph, Lcd 
repose Phomme de la nature et de la verité, In 
view of what thege men have done for their kind, 


it is almost worth a journey across the Atlantic 


* 


for the privilege of standing beside their tombs 
and meditating upon their moral bravery and 
great worth. In the vaults beneath the Pantheon 
are deposited the bones of other distinguished per- 
sonages, but as their names do not possess the same 
interest to: us as do those given, they may be 
omitted here. On the north side of the Pantheon 
stands the Bibliothequa St. Genevieve, founded in 
1624, and comprising 160,000 volumes, 3,500 . manu- 
scripts, and 6,000 engravings. ] 

We also visited the world-renowned cathedral 
church of Notre Dame, the most remarkable of 
ecclesiastical monuments of Paris. About the year 
250 of our era the inhabitants of Paris are said to 
have put to death St. Denis, on Montmartre, for 
attempting to convert.them to Christianity, but in 
365 a cathedral church was erected on the extreme 
eastern part of the Isle of LaCite, on the site of the 
temple of Jupiter.. When, however, Clovis, the 
bloody victor of the Talbiac, made Paris the capital 
of his kingdom, the cathedral came to be considered 
too insignificant for so important a see, and in 555 
his successor, Childebert L, built on the northern 
side of the island a magnificent edifice dedicated to 
St. Etienne, which long shared the title of cathedral 
with the original church. The latter, however, was 
never actually superseded. It was at the high altar 
at Notre Dame that Fredegonda, the wife of Chil- 
peric, claimed and obtained refuge after murdering 
her husband. In 1160 Archbishop Maurice de Sully 
determined to unite the two cathedrals in one, and 
in 1163 the first stone was laid by Pope Alexander 
IIL, then a refugee in France. It was not till 1236 
that the cathedral was completed. For five centu- 
ries the building remained unchanged. In 1699, how- 
ever, Louis XIII., in execution of a vow, began a 
series of alterations and additions which greatly 
changed the original appearance of the cathedral— 
some said for the worse. In 1793 it suffered from 
the excesses of the Revolution, the statues being re- 
moved and the cathedral transformed into a temple 
of reason, while in 1801, it being feared that the 
spire endangered the safety of the edifice, it was re- 
moved. In 1843 Montalembert urged that the 
cathedral should be completely restored, and Viollet 
Le Due, the talented architect, was charged with 
the work, which was completed in 1864, in May of 
which year the dedication of Notre Dame, which in 
the middle ages had never been formally performed, 
was celebrated by Archbishop Darboy. Victor 
Hugo vividly describes this grand old edifice with 
two towers in his “ Notre Dame de Paris,” and im- 
mortalized it. 

The interior of the Cathedral fully justifies the 
ee aroused by the external appearance, 
and is well calculated to arouse a feeling of awe in 
the visitor, whether he has faith in the dogmas of 
Christianity or not. The memories: connected with 
the old edifice, combined with the stateliness of the 
surroundings, are conducive to this. 

Notre Dame is built from stone cut from quarries 
in the neighborhood of Paris, and notwithstanding 
its enormous weight, rests on piles} the river running 
underneath. It is 416 feet in length, 164 feet in 
width, and 111 feet in hight of vaulting. It con- 
tains twenty-six lateral chapels and is capable of 
holding 21,000 persons.. The towers are 223 feet 
high (or 388 steps). The great bell in the southern 
tower weighs 16,000 kilos or 36,000 pounds: The 
organ is one of the best and largest in Europe, and 
includes eighty-six stops, 5,246 pipes, twelve regis- 
ters, and twenty-two pedals. High mass is per- 
formed here Sunday at 10 a.m. 

The relics of Notre Dame must be mentioned. 
Fifty centimes are required to see them. Among 
the treasures accumulated here are the crown of 
thorns, purchased by St. Louis from Jean de Brienne, 
king of Jerusalem, and his son-in-law, Baudoin IL, 
emperor of Byzantium, for the sum of 2,000,000 
francs (bogus of course); a piece of the true cross, 
one of the nails used to fasten Jesus to the cross 
(bogus again). Besides these there are many other 
relics and mementoes, consisting of articles owned 
by noted kings and bishops, which I will not take 
the time to repeat. Great is Notre Dame. 

The church of St. Augustine is one of the holy 
ornaments of Paris. It is of the bold style of archi- 
tecture and stands at the head of the Boulevard 
Malesherbes. It is surmounted by four octagonal 
towers flanking a huge central cupola 164 feet high. 
In front are three entrances, above which rises a 
large circular window, crowned with a gable. The 
interior is elegant and contains many fine paintings 
by Bougereau. 

There are also many other fine churches in Paris 
which we did not visit, but among them are St. Am- 
broise, St. Chappelle, St. Clotilde, St. Eustache, St. 
Francis Xavier, St. Paul, St. Louis, St. Sulpice, and 
a dozen or twenty more saints equally well provided 
for. The saints may be considered fortunate in hav- 
ing such elegant churches erected for their use, 
though they do wear such doleful countenances. 
Many of these churchea cost from 3,000,000 to 
6,000,000 francs each. 

The Zour St. Jacques la Boucherie is a handsome 
square gothic tower 187 feet high, the sole remnant 
of a church which was destroyed in 1797. It occu- 


pies the center of a. small square where hundreds of 
the victims of the Revolution of 1871 were interred. 
It is an exquisite specimen of architectural beauty. 
It is visited by every stranger visiting Paris. 

Paris has a splendid opera house of comparatively 
recent construction, having been commenced in 1861 
and finished in 1875. It was estimated that it could 
be built for 16,000,000 francs, but it absolutely cost 
over 60,000,000. It stands on one of the principal 
boulevards and at the head of Avenue de l'Opera, 
one of the most magnificent streets in Paris ; and 
the fine edifice is most conspicuous for a distance of 
half a mile. I have seen no statement of its dimen- 
sions, but it is a large, magnificent structure—a 
truly wonderful monument well worthy of the 
artistic purpose to which itis devoted. Its exterior 
is profusely decorated with marble busts of cele- 
brated composers, bronze statues, and four elabo- 
rately-sculptured groups, executed in the most mag- 
nificent and artistic manner. The figures look most 
animated and life-like, though “they neither breathe 
nor stir.” I was not inside, but the interior is said 
to be of such a grand and sumptuous character as to 
absolutely bafile description, the effect being almost 
magical. I think it is not the opera season now. 
When I return here I may venture to enter it and 
regale my organs of sight and sound with the per- 
fections that abound in that temple of beauty and art. - 

We were much interested by a visit to the Zroca- 
déro, or the palace which crowns the summit where 
the last World’s Exhibition was held, the buildings 
of which are still standing. The palace is a most 
imposing structure, and is the great work for which 
Paris strained every nerve in order to insure suc- 
cess. It was commenced, by Davioud and Bourdais 
in September, 1877, and was completed in the short 
space of ten months—an accomplishment without 
precedent in the annals of architecture, and may be 
said to bear some resemblance to the mythical feat 
of old Jove when he struck his head and Minerva 
came forth in full perfection and glory. The palace 
has two beautiful towers, between which rises a 
huge dome, crowned with a bronze statue of Mercié, 
emblematical of Renown. The towers are 229 feet 
in hight (437 steps). The rotunda adds materially 
to the grandeur and beauty of the structure. It has 
circular wings from the exterior of the palace and 
ending in domed pavilions, somewhat in advance of 
the front of the palace. The rotunda is 1,312 feet 
long. Four smaller pavilions intervene between the 
central portion and the large terminal pavilion. To 
stand in front, a few hundred feet away, the view of 
the entire edifice is of the grandest conceivable 
character. The view is imposing in the extreme. 
One can easily imagine that he is in dreamland, 
and that the beauty and grandeur before him can 
hardly be a reality. ‘The facade opposite Pont 
d'Iena and Champ de Mars forms the rotunda, 
composed of the two superposed galleries, with 
a series of arcades, fully arched, surmounted by 
an outside gallery, decorated with thirty colossal 
statues representing arts, sciences, and trades. The 
interior of the palace. fully corresponds in magnifi- 
cénce to the exterior. This great festival hall is a 
marvelous conception and is capable of containing 
more than 5,000 spectators. The organ is of monu- 
mental proportions and immense power, and ranks 
immediately after that of Notre Dame. The deco- 
rative work throughout the building is truly remark- 
able, the chief material employed being mosaic. 
'The grounds in front of the palace are of the same 
magnificent and beautiful description. 'The cascade 
must be acknowledged a8 a masterpiece of tasteful 
art. It cost over 650,000franes, Starting from the 
center of the palace which commands the summit, it 
descends from thence, step by step, into the vast 
basin at the foot of the slopes. The angles of this 
basin are occupied by enormous gilt figures—the ox, 
horse, elephant, and rhinoceros. A profusion of 
beautiful flowers are luxuriating in the beautiful 
grounds in front of. the large basin. The entrance 
to the exhibition building is guarded by immense 
equestrian statues in stone. The Trocadero palace 
cost 12,500,000 francs. It is not singular that it 
was the grand attraction of the exhibition of 1878, 

Upon the palace grounds, or rather under the 
grounds, is a beautiful aquarium. Though artificial 
it presents the appearance of a beautiful natural 
grotto with columns of apparent stalagmite or stalac- 
tite, forming pillars to sustain the roof. It is laid 
off in avenues and streets, like a minature city, 
those fantastic columns being the divisions. Near 
the entrance is a beautiful cascade, and all along 
the walks or streets are the resevoirs or deep basins 
with heavy plate glass in front, giving an excellent 
view of the fishes inside. Thus it may be under- 
stood that the whole thing is a series of aquariums, 
in each of which is a variety of fish different from 
the othere. In one were trout, in another pickergl, 
in another salmon, in cthers fishes of other kinds, 
and in one compartment were a hundred eels, and it 
was curious to see them gather together in elusterg 
and entwine themselves almost into one big knot, 
while a few were swimming around for diversion or 
on a voyage of discovery. Eels seem to be of & 
very friendly, social character. 

[To BE CONTINUED.], 
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Communications. 


A Shameless Editor. 


The editor and proprietor of the daily Washington Post 
is Mr. Stilson Hutchins. Successful as an editor, he aspires 
to high office, and has just missed a Democratic nomination 
for Congressman in New Hampshire. In last Sunday’s 
Paper appeared an editorial article headed, ‘‘ A Free-Think- 
ing Confederation,” from which I extract a few sentences: 


“The Free-Thinker is not an easily definable quantity. 
He is about as near a myth as anything possessing the enti- 
ties of flesh and blood possibly can be. There are alleged 
* Free-Thinkers,’ of course, who do no thinking at all, but 
there is à multitude of others who think a good deal and in 
& multitude of diverse, conflicting ways. This is abundant- 
ly shown in the Brussels Congress. 

“ There were those who upheld the wildest schemes of 
revolution, others who would cut loose from the restraints 
of society and set up a saturnalia of self-livense in its place. 
. . . The only point of harmony around which they all 
seem to revolve was the slip-shod morality of the free-think- 
ing and obscene English woman, Mrs. Besant.” 


On reading the above I sat down and wrote to the editor 
88 follows : 


“Sra: The ignorance of the writer of the editorial on Free- 
thinking, in to-day’s Post, is surpassed by his malignity and 
calumny. Freethinker is one word, not two, ashe writes it 
(see Webster) But his ignorance is betrayed throughout his 
article; he deals it out wholesale and embitters it with the 
grossest calumny. Shame on the man who styles the schol- 
arly and refined Mrs. Besant an ‘obscene English woman.’ 
Surely you, Mr. Hutching, cannot hav written or even ap- 
proved of such language. And if you are not devoid of 
magnanimity you will, in justice to that philanthropic and 
persecuted woman, print her letter, which I subjorn, to a 
slanderer who flourishes a ‘ Sir’. at one end of his name and 
an ‘M.P.’ at the other. VICTOR A, OSBORN.” 


The subjoined letter of Mrs. Besant to Sir John D. Hay, 
M.P., I cut from Tug TRUTH SEEKER of September 11th, as 
follows: 

* OATLANDS, Aug, 2, 1880 

“ To Vice- Admiral Sir J. D. Day, M.P., Sir ; A triend has 
sent me two papers, in one of which you, in the coarsest 
language, accuse me of conduct which would entitle Mr. 
Besant to a divorce, and in the other you admit the language 
and make a sort of clumsy apology. 

“ You are aware that a man is not legally punishable for 
slander, however vile, provided he do not impute an 
indictable offense. There is, however, a court of public 
opinion before which such slanderers may be brought. I 
shall be glad to know from you, first, whether you think it 
the act of a gentleman to accuse a woman who is a stranger 
to you of adultery ; secondly, whether you consider it the 
act of a gentleman to make such an accusation without a 
shadow of evidence ; thirdly, whether you will write to the 
papers which hav printed your cowardly falsehood, admit- 
ting Ma you slandered & woman who had never injured 
you i 

“I see that you object to Mr. Bradlaugh characterizing 
your lenguage as cowardly and untruthful. But would 
any One, save a coward, attack a woman who had never 
wronged him ? And if the statement be: false, as it is, why 
should it not be stamped as untruthful ? If Mr. Bradlaugh 
alleged that Lady Hay had been guilty of the same crime, 
would either you, or the gentleman implicated, hesitate to 
characterize the slanderer as a coward and a liar? Yet 
the accusation would be as justifiable as the one you hav 
made. 

* I know that Christians and Tories care little for honor 
and truth when Radicals are to be injured, but I did not 
dream that an English officer could stain his lips with lan- 
guage 80 foul as you, unprovoked, hav used against myself. 

o apology can atone for the offense, but before takingany 
steps toward punishment, I wait to hear your excuse. 

‘t Obediently, ANNIE BESANT.” 


No notice being take of my communication nor any apol- 
ogy being made by the editor, I sent him the following | 
successiv postal cards : 


Y . “ Sept. 20. 
“I see no apology this morning for the editorial slander 
of Mrs. Besant in yesterday's Post. V. A. 0.” 


** Bept. 21. 
* Again I look at the Post and see no apology by its edi- 


tor for calling Mrs. Annie Besant an 'obscene English 

woman,’ V.A. OQ." | 
: ‘Rept 22. 

‘ No apology nor any attempt to prove that Mrs. Besant 

is an ‘obscene English woman.’ Shame on the editor of | 
the Post. V. A. 0.” 


And so, dear TRUTH SEEKER, I shall keep on sending the , 
cards day by day, despite Saint Authony and all the pious 
or impious powers that be. V. A. O. 


History Boiled Down. 


‘* History is not one of the exact sciences." So said the 
great Napoleon." . 

Fragmentary as it is, history furnishes prima facie evi- 
dence that in all ages and countries an ecclesiastic dynasty 


‘fort some dying friend or relativ ? 


has run, or tried to run, the government machine. 

In Judes, under Roman rule, the democratic idea began 
to germinate. Too early in the world's history for a repub- 
lic, the people wanted a king, a man of their own choosing. | 
Casting about for a candidate, they lighted upon a Nazarene. | 
His name was Jesus. They mounted him on a donkey, 
rode him into Jerusalem, and with what eclat they could 
muster, hailed him '‘ King of the Jews." 

But alas ! before they had time to anoint him, to pour the 
oil on his head to make hima Christ Jesus—a savior, to ! 
save the people from the everlasting hocus poeus legerde- : 
main—the reverends were down upon them with such a 
hoodle-um-loo, in the name of treason, that poor little 
Pilate, against his own convictions and contrary to the 
, council of his better moiety, let the reverends crucify the 
King of the Jews. 

Time rolis on. The reverends watch the popular current 
as is their wont—to avail themselvs of it, take the ghost of 
the crucified, make him into a God—the very God—place 

. 


him on a throne heaven-high above human perception, 
make a stalking-horse of him, get behind him, and run, or 
try to run, the government machine. 

Behold, the day cometh, has come, that shall burn as an 
oven. Humanity, especially the better moiety, will be so 
intellectually developed that the sovereign people will be 
able to say to the reverends : '* Much obliged to you, gentle- 
men, for services graciously vouchsafed ia our ministry. 
Having attained a majority, we hav the honor to say to you, 
gentlemen, your paternal guardianship is no longer needful.” 

Good bye, PRENTISS. 


Weed and Ingersoll. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRuTH SEEKER, Sir: When 
Thurlow Weed's letter against Ingersoll first appeared, I 
was disappointed at not seeing the whole of it in your 
paper with appropriate criticism. Probably you thought 
Ingersoll could take care of himself, and undoubtedly he 
can, but as he has not condescended to answer Mr. Weed, 
and as the orthodox, not content with scattering the veteran 
journalist's words all over the country under the name of 
news, hav got to circulating them as a tract, I feel moved to 
do my little best toward exposing the transparent fallacies 
of this now famous letter, Mr. Weed begins by saying that 
there is nothing in the religion of our day to provoke antag- 
onism. Clergymen do not now preach about the damnation 
of infants a span long. I should like to know why they 
don't. 

The execrable, infernal doctrinas of infant depravity and 
everlasting torture either are in the Bible or they are not. 
If they are, there is no reason why infants should not be 
damned (always supposing the Bible to be true) If they 
are not, then the church, which for eighteen centuries 
preached this horrible aggravation of the deepest among 
human afflictions, should repent in sackcloth and ashes her 
enormous blasphemy and inhumanity. Does she do so? 
Nota bit of it. Infant damnation was a useful doctrin in 
ita time. It is worse than useless now, because, owing to 
the progress of Infidelity, it is more likely to excite indigna- 
tion or ridicule than terror. The church accordingly dodges 
this logical consequence of her fundamental dogmas, but 
she has never formally repudiated it. And yet Christians 
hav the brszen impudence to talk of the consolation their 
horrible superstions bestow on the bereaved and dying. 

What. says Mr. Weed, would Col. Ingersoll offer to com- 
Probably not much ; 
neitber can any one else. But it would be easy to say 
what Col. Ingersoll would not offer. He would not tell a 
dying mother that her baby was roasting in hell-fire within 
sight of the heaven to which she hoped to go, He would 
not even tell her, like à modern Catholic, that it was shut 
up in the dark where she would not hear it cry. He would 
not tell her that her son, whose life had been rather censur- 
able, or her father, who, though blamelessly virtuous, was 
not pious, had gone to a place of awful and eternal suffer- 
ing over which she would be required to rejoice ; or if she 
had any fears of the dark valley for her own sake, he would 
at least not aggravate, if he could not, as he perhaps could, 
allay them. f 

No act or word of Jesus, says Mr, Weed, can be tortured 
into hostility to the welfare of every member of the human 
amily. I think no torture is necessary to obtain unadulter- 
ated fiendishness from such of Jesus as the following : 
“ Many are called, but few are chosen;" “ strait is the gate 
and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few 


there be that find it;" ‘‘he [Jesus himself] shall send 


forth his angels, and they shall cast them into a furnace of 
fire; there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth ;" ‘he 
that believeth not shall be damned." I hav not quoted half 
the diabolical sentiments of the meek and lowly Nazarene, 
but the above are enough to show that he proposed to take 
a fearful vengeance on his enemies, and that among these he 
included all who did not believe in him, and all who did 
believe but did not serve him faithfully, and these a great 
majority of mankind. ù 

The asssertion that Christianity is the cause of modern 
civilization is utterly false. Science under the pagan Ro- 
man empire had entered upon a promising career. Chris- 
tisnity entirely crushed it, and produced the Dark Ages. 
When secular learning revived among the Spanish Mohom- 


| medans, Christianity opposed it stoutly, and to the present 


day has fought it point by point. .The breaking to pieces of 


' the Christian church by the Reformation is the cause of the 


rapid progress which has taken place since. Where the 
church is still united and powerful, she is quite as great an 
impediment to progress as Brahmanism could be; and that, I 
admit, is saying a great deal. This disposes of what Mr. 
Weed says about humanitarian efforts in the Five Points 
and elsewhere. It is modern civilization that dictates these 
efforts. Christians hav borne a very honorable part in 
them, but certainly not any more so than Infidels. The 
majority of the Abolitionists were skeptics, and Mr. Knee- 
land was the first proprietor of a hall who would allow 
William Lloyd Garrison to use it. I hav heard something 
of Mr, Weed’s record in this connection, which perhaps it 
would be unkind to revive. Nor is the comparison of 
Paine and Wesley very fortunate, for Paine created the 
American republic, which Wesley did his utmost to destroy. 
Hau Claire, Wis., Sept. 15, 1880. C. L, JAMES. 
——— 9 — ——— — 


Trouble in the West. 


To THE EpnrroR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: A mem- 
ber of our church was requested by a country brother to 
send him a book by mail, as was supposed. Our good*par- 
son took interest enough in the matter to send it. Ere long 
our parson was indicted for sending the book. It seems a 
spy had sent for it and not a brother. Our parson was tried 
for the crime of sending this book by mail. The book is 


one we all think is good, except that it has some verses occa- ! 


sionally that are smutty. But what are those few verses to 
page on page of some poems and stories everybody buys, 
selle, and reads, such. as ''Decameron," ‘‘ Heptameron," 
' "Yahoo," ‘Don Juan," etc., eto.? Yet nobody was ever 
molested for it But would anybody believe me when I say 
that while our good parson was tried he was not allowed to 
show what book it was or even the chapter ? No! The 
prosecuting attorney marked a few verses ; thus he marked 
verse 12, chap. xxxvi. of the book of our holy prophet Isaiah; 
also some verses of Solomon's Song ; also a repetition of: 
the excellence of the prophet in 2 Kings xviii, 27; Job xxxi, 
10; Genesis xix, 80-88; also Numbers xxi, 1, 18, 32, 35, and 
40; Matthew i, 18, 19, and Luke i, 26, 27, 28, 34Pand 38, 
Now when our parson desired to show that the book these 
marked verses are in is the Bible of Christians, and that by 
the context these texts marked, though extremely obscene 
and indecent, are not intended for lewd, lascivious purposes, 
do you believe me ? he was not permitted todo so. No: 
he had to stand or fall by the verses marked. O angels 
and ministers of grace, defend us! The fact is these officers 
were determined to imprison our good parson. 
But the worst of it was he was dragged several hundred 
miles for trial, and for every Witness he subpenaed he had 
to advance railroad fees to go and come. Each witness cost 
him fifty dollars, and the government advanced liberally 
large sums to hunt up and board at first-class hotels. those 
who were designated as witnesses against him. As to the 
jurors, grand and petit, they fairly trembled when the judge 
in broken English, spoke louder than usual. This judge, 
like necessity, knows no law, although his face shows him 
to be deeply red. As the Grand Jury is the highest tribunal 
in the United States while it legally sits, I hav wondered 
why this man did not tremble instead of his grand juries.’ 


Hout, 
€—O— A— 


An Open Letter to George Lynn. 


FRIEND Lynn: I, too, "hav read with a great deal of 
pleasure many things from thy pen,” and am pleased that 
thee deems my humble efforts at the world’s enlightenment 
worthy of criticism either for or against. 

My opinions as to a future life may be ‘‘ weak," but they 
are founded upon what, to me, seem truth and common 
sense. $ 

The mind and soul are something of a mystery to us all; 
but as we hav no memory or proof of a pre-existence, and 
as all that has a beginning must hav an end, it is the most 
direct conclusion that we can arrive at that death ends all, 
[think that by and by the mysteries of clairvoyance, clair- 
audience, mesmerism, psychology, together with all the 
phenomena o? Spiritualism which are developed upon 
them, will be explained on simple and natural principles 
and be found to be outcrops of this life alone. How these 
things are produced is an unsolved question, but that they 
are caused by the agency of the departed I very much 
doubt. A clairvoyant was near here with a circus last 
week. She could tell any person's age, what they held in 
tbe hand, what the pocket contained, and what the amount 
of several figures multiplied by several others was, and also 
the number and position of any figure in the sum, and yet 
she saw none of the work herself, as a go-between was be- 
tween her and the audience, and too far from her to convey 
to her the replies. Thaumaturgista hav performed seeming 
miracles in all ages, but never one has yet brought the dead 
to life or proved that they who die liv again. 

I do not claim to giv “new arguments” on any subject, 
but only to teli my readers how things appear from my 
standpoint. 

On this question of sexual intemperance I am as yet only 
a learner; but as fast as I learn and feel assured it is truth, 
Ifeel impelled, by an irresistible impulse, to impart the 
facts for the benefit of others. If I make one false or un-^ 
true statement, I'll gladly greet the argument that upsets 
my position. I want truth, and hope to teach “ only that 
and nothing more." : : l 

Nor do I wish to “blot out the sexua] feeling,” for I 
prize every part of the human being, and none more than 
the reproductiv functions of the race. The love that cul- 
minates in the sexual émbrace is a pure and holy thing. I 
do not plead for less love, less affection, less friendship, or 
even less pure and holy passion, for these are all beautiful 
and desirable things But I want a love that leads us 
higher than mere animsl passion and self-gratification, I 
want man to think more of woman than he has ever yet 
done. I want him to treat her as a full equal, and iet her 
decide always as to whether she wishes to become a mother 


or not. 
lam well aware of the ‘‘divine” injunction *'' to increase 


and multiply,” but if this was ever necessary, it is not so 
now, ‘“ Fewer and better children ” is the cry of the. pres- 
ent. And £ think a little reflection will convince thee that 
“to beget a child is really.a loss of vital force in the 
parent,” : 

Many a plant and many an insect sacrifices all its vital 
force in a single begetting of offspring. Clip tha seed-pods 
from fiowering plants and they liv and bloom much longer 
than if allowed to produce their kind! Fewer apples and 
better is à well-known saying. Less stock and better cared 
for is the rule of good farmers. The law of compensation 
often makes the loss of one sort a pleasure of another, so 
all is not loss. Suppose a man has some three hundred 
wives and begets a child daily, would he not soon begin to 
show a lack of vitality ? True, also is it that all excesses 
areisjurious, while a temperate use of a function is generally 
healthful and pleasing. I, too, believe, that under proper 
conditions the married life is most natural happy, and 
healthy. Yet as social customs now are I think more mar- 
ried die than single. Of one hundred men and women 
selected from the strong and robust and middle aged, let 
fifty marry and fifty liv celibate lives, and the latter would 
produce the greater number of aged persons. 


* 
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Mr Preston, in his excellent article, '* Fewer Children and 


Better," in the September number of the PAjsiologóst, says 
that of parturient women, even when they hav the best of 
care, ' about one in twenty-eight die;" and of the twenty- 
seven who liv, how many enjoy even passably good health? 
I don’t know that during my eight years’ residence here I 
hav ever heard a woman say, **Iam well.” Ask, “ How are 
you?" and the reply is generally, “Iam tolerable,” and the 
exceptions are full of ** misery in the back,” “misery in 
the head,” ‘‘ misery in the breast," and misery all over, and 
niuty-nine one-hundredths of this comes from sexual intem- 
perance in the persons themselvs or their ancestors. Many 
who ridiculed the idea when Ifirst began to broach it, now 
acknowledge that I am right. 

Shaker life is unnatural, and in some respects austere, 
aud yet Shakers hav far more aged people among their 
ranks than hav any other class. If they would be. free, 
frank, cordial, and loving, one sex with the other, and 
mingle together as boys and girls do, aud taste the pure 
bliss of friendship between the sexes, even were there no 
sexual commerce, they would be far better, happier, and 
more long-lived than they now are. But one cannot hav 
all the good out of all the sects and so build up one perfect 
community that has no bad in it. But we can each doa 
little toward searching for the best, learning it and teach- 
ing it, and thus giv the car of progress one shove after 
another till we reach such sublime hights of goodness and 
purity as the race has never yet dreamed of. 

Yes, do the work; it shall succeed 
In thine or in another’s day; 
And if denied the victor’s meed : 
Thou shalt not lack the toiler’s pay.— Whittier. 
Snowville, Va. ELMINA D, SLENKER. 
e 


The Right of Women to Discuss the Sexual 
Question. 


To TEE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The differ- 
ent articles upon the sexual question, and the criticisms 
upon. them, hay been read with interest by one who has long 
considered, this question as the most important which can 
engage the attention of thinking men and women. One 
criticism by “A. M.” I cannot forbear noticing, although it 
is scarcely nothing, its absurdity is so very manifest, still it 
might hav some weight with those who hav thought little 
or only superficially upon this subject. I should like to ask 
a few questions and make a few comments upon some of 
his statements. He says a woman should not dabble with 
this sexual affair. Does ** A. M." know of any one that the 
sexual question concerns more than it does women? Why 
should the other sex hav the monopoly of this question, 
when it is a subject in which both are mutually concerned? 
Not until God and nature intrusts the sexual powers and 
manifold interests and burdens involved in the bearing and 
rearing of children to man alone, will it.be proper for him 
to decide upon this question regardless of the voice of 
' woman. Such an obsolete argument and from a ‘‘ Liberal!” 
So Mrs. Besant has lost much of her popularity by her 
course in this matter. Did ‘A. M.” ever know of any one 
who advocated & cause in advance of the time to stand 
quite so high in the opinion of those who pander to the 
popular prejudices of society ? Is that any reason why 
reformers should not giv to the world the divine truths with 
which they are inspired? Had such an argument prevailed, 
where would hav been the Liberal cause to-day? The 
"human mind would now hav been enslaved by bigotry and 
: guperatition equal to that of the dark ages. Does the 
*' father of a family of grown-up daughters,” who is obliged 
to cut out said articles. ever expect them to become wives 
and mothers? If so, why should he object to their learn- 
ing something of a subject with which they may soon 
hav to deal. There must be some mistake. Old Dame 
Nature must hav made some dreadful blunder. Now if 
"A, M." would only invent some new patent process by 
which the race could be propagated, what a blessing it 
would be, thus doing away with all necessity of the 
sexual relations and consequently all discussion of them! 
But seriously, when will the false ideas of modesty be done 
away, with and a common sense view be taken of this subject 
as well as any other other? This is a delicate subject, not 
because of its being indecent, for in the right use of any 
: function of mind and body there is nothing to be ashamed of. 
The power by which a human being is brought into exist- 
ence is one which should be treated of with respect, yes, 
even with reverence, 

There is no more important subject than the right 
relation of the sexes and the proper generation and rearing 
of children. It is one that lies at the foundation of all 
reform. We may try to improve the race in other ways, 
but it will amount to very little. Until we begin at the 
foundation, and. lay that well, we shall never hav a perfect 
social structure. The very subject which most vitally con- 
cerns every human being is the very one of which we are 
the most ignorant, Look abroad in the World and behold 
the disease and misery and crime, the broken wrecks, the 
blasted hopes, the wasted lives, caused by the violation of 
sexual. laws. 

I hav no theory to advocate, but I do declare not only the 
right but the necessity of women to write and speak upon 
this topic. And the ones who dare to discuss this subject 
and seek to find a solution of this great question, are among 
the benefactors of mankind, and posterity will ''rise up 
and call them blessed.” Martie C. MITCBELL. 

Jackson, Mich. ; 
er 
. Waan you hav occasion to utter a rebuke let your words 
be soft and your arguments hard. 

] ————— t$ 99 — —— —— t 
iT is with our good intentions as with our days ; to-morrow 
is but too often the hash of to-day. 


Christian vs. Natural Marriage.—No. 2. 
BY A. C. STOWE. 
Christian marriage is that relation of the sexes adopted by 
and existing among Christian people and nations—a system 
said to hav been ordained of God. According to the Jewish 
scriptures, which Christians accept, marriage was first insti- 
tuted in the Garden of Eden. After looking over and con- 
templating the work of his creation, God discovered that he 
had made a mistake—the animals he had created male and 
female, but man he had made after his own image and like- 
nese, male. He saw that it would not be good for man to 
be alone, that it would be difficult to people the earth with 
his own creations as he had already exhausted the material. 
And no doubt he looked down the vista of the future and 
saw that without woman there would be no transgression, 
and hence no need of a plan of salvation nor of a priesthood 
to expound its intricate mysteries—no need of begetting 
himself in the person of his son in the womb of a virgin— 
or perhaps in a spasm of wisdom and goodness he saw that 
t would be utterly impossible without woman to raise man 
above a state of barbarism. It would be a pleasing reflec- 
tion to believe that such noble and benevolent considerations 
was the motiv that actuated this God in the creation of 


woman, but subsequent events in his curse upon her show 
that everything he did was in the interest of the priest. At 


any rate he concluded she would be an indispensable “‘help- 
meet” for man, and he chloroformed Adam, took from his 


side a rib, out of which he formed the woman. The presen- 
tation of this last, best work, the afterthought of God, this 
rib bone which has ever since been & bone of contention 
among men, is said to be the origin of marriage. But this is 
not all of it, though this much conveys the idea which has 


ever since borne fruit in the enslavement of woman, namely, 


that man was first and superior, that she was taken out of 
the man and dependent upon him; butthe crowning act in 


Er 


evils resulting from woman's enslavement would not curse 


the world, ard hence there would be no need of the plan of 
salvation, priests, etc. 


In the enslavement of women to man’s inordinate passion 
and lust, Christian marriage becomes a monster evil that 
poisons the very fountains of life, and spreads its virus 
throughout society, generating crime, intemperance, 
disease, and death. 

"Christian marriage is the assumption of the priest that 
he is ordained of God to hold tbe key to man’s and woman's 
sexual nature, and until this is unlocked by him its exercise 
is a crime. Christian marriage makes it a virtue for the 
licensed pair to cohabit together, however incompatible 
they may be, though no love, no conjugal union or affinity, 
exists, though all the laws of harmony, sexual attraction 
anà adaptation, of true or natural marrisgas are outraged, 
and to continue this unhallowed relation until death shall 
separate them, with no power of release from the unholy 
alliance except for adultery on the part of one of them. 
The divorce laws dissolving the matrimonial bonds for 
other causes are an Infidel innovation and are the result of 
the demands of natural marriage. Christian marriage 
makes it a virtue for this pair to reproduce themselves ad 
libitum, for the man to multiply the conception and sorrow 
of his wife. Though the result be a criminal, diseased, imbe- 
cil, or idiotic progeny, though the multiplied sorrow and 
conception consign the wife to a premature grave, it licenses 
the husband to monogamously appropriate as many editions 
as he has Virility or vitality to dispose of in the same way. 

The sexual morality of Christian marriage makes n small 
sum of money stand between a great virtue and a great 
crime—the marriage license fee. If it does not make it a 
virtue, it certainly does not make it a crime for men to 80W 
their wild oats, even though the sowiug bear a crop of 
** goiled aovea ” and ruined lives, and permits society to open 
its arms and receive the seducer to its bosom, whi!e it drivea 


this God-ordained institution is in the closlng scene in the 
ceremony. 

God knew that if man had knowledge, was intellectual 
&nd educated, he would delve into the mysteries of his crea- 
tion, ascend the hights of knowledge and wisdom, and per- 
haps aspire to the very throne itself, as formerly & portion of 
the inhabitants of his heavenly kingdom had done; therefore 
he took the precaution to prohibit the man partaking of the 
fruit of the tree of knowledge. But the woman became 
restless in such listless ignorance, and desired to be wise; not 
having herself been forbidden, she boldly reached forth and 
partook of the fruit and gave it to Adam also, and their 
eyes Were opened, they became as gods, knowing good and 
evil, just a8 the serpent had told them. Here is exhibited in 


his victim into the street and to suicide. lt winks at and 
apologizes for the sin in the man, and condemns and stones 
the woman. Its verdict is, ‘The man is innocent, but the 
woman is guilty!” Christian marriage makes the brothel 
and house of assignation public necessities. Indeed, they 
are auxiliaries to the God-ordained institution, its safety- 
valves, indispensable to the protection of “our wives,” and 
in many a Christian city they hav a legal existence by means 
of licenses granted them by the municipality. And as they 
are patronized largely by married men, the plea of their 
necessity is well taken. Christian marriage, then, is that 
divinely instituted and authorized relation of the sexes 
which before entered into-must hav the sanction of the 


the woman a noble ambition and aspiration quite in con. 
He no doubt would be toiling 
yet in bliesful ignorance that he needed even as much as a 
fig leaf to cover his nakedness but for her, and I am sorry 
for my sex to be obliged to say that he acted the mean cow- 
ard when his guilt was discovered—and he alone was guilty, 
for he alone had been forbidden to eat the fruit. When G.d 
confronted him with the charge of disobedience he said, 
“The woman whom thou gavest to be with me the gave me 
of the tree and I did eat,” instead of saying in a brave and 
manly way: ‘‘ Yes, sir, I hav taken the responsibility to par- 


trast with that of the man. 


take of the fruit. Satan, who sppears to be wise and learned, 


said to Mrs, Eve, ‘Ye shall not surely die, for God doth 
know that in the day ye eat thereof then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.’ 
And she saw the tree was good for food—she has to prepare 
my meals you know—and that it was pleasant to the eyes 
She gathered 
But, please, Mr. God, if 
any one is to receive punishment, let it fail upon my 
head. Spare the woman, for I alone hav disobeyed.” But 
alas! Adam was unequal to such nobility of character, and 


and a tree to be desired to make one wise. 
a little for our evening meal. 


shielded himself behind the woman. 


For this transgression God curses the three—the serpent 
above all cattle, to go henceforth upon his belly and eat 


dust, the man to eat his bread by the sweat of his face and 
to toil amid thorns and thistles, 
with a malignancy and severity characteristic of this God, 
and this curse is the closing act in the God-ordained Chris- 
tian marriage: “I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and 
thy conception; in sorrow shalt thou bring forth children, 


and thy desire shall be to thy husband and he shall rule over 


The serpent and the man, though 
The serpent could crawl where 


thee.” Italics are mine. 
cursed, had their liberty. 
he pleased and hav his choice in the dirt he ate. 
also could choose his thorns and thistles, and sweat and eat 
bread where he pleased: but the woman was abandoned by 
God to man's power and unbridled lust, and doomed to 
multiplied sorrow, conception, and child-bearing in perpet- 
ual bondage to her husband. This is the infinit indignity 
to womanhood and motherhood! The crowning infamy of 
Christian marriage! 

It matters not whether this story is true or false, it is 
believed by all Christendom, and the effect is just as pernicious 
if false as if true. 

In this marrisge in its origin and practice through all the 
ages woman has no choice but submission, she cannot even 
choose the man who shall rule over her—her lord and mas- 
ter. She merges her individuality into his, and after his 
death she is but his relie. 

Let us examin this curse institution and see the underly- 
ing principle. The woman's sorrow and conception were 
to be multiplied. How could God execute this decree ex- 
cept he make her a submissiv slave to man, to administer to 
his sexual demands? He should multiply her conception 
and her sorrow. He could at his pleasure pose upon her 
undesired maternity. 

God knew—or his priests did—that if woman was free 
multiplied conception would not be her lot, that desired 
maternity. only would be accepted, and sorrow and all the 


But the woman he cursed 


'The man 


priest, God's vicegerent on earth, a relation that exacts no 
conditions except that the parties entering it shall be male 
and female and of proper sge, and pay for the license and 
the priestly blessing, no matter how unfitted for each other, 
nor how diseased and tainted with scrofulous and syphilitic 
tendencies, nor how much their blood is poisoned with alco- 
hol and tobacco, which they will surely transmit to their 
children, No matter how intemperate, drunken, or even 
bespotted they are if sober while receiving the divine sanc- 
tion. No matter what the immoral and criminal tendencies 
or practices are, this divine institution opens its arms to 
receive them and binds them in perpetual bondage to each 
other without hope of release, however hateful, repugaant, 
and abhorrent the bondage may be, except through the door 
of adultery or death. 

Christian marriage enforces prostitution within its sacred 
limits and makes it a necessity outside of it; it makes woman 
a slave to man’s lust; it imposes upon her undesired mater- 
nity and reoples the world with beings, one-half of whom 


die before five years of age, and the other half go through. 


life cursed with some inherited disease. Its command is, 
** Increase and multiply.” Quantity, not quality, is its de- 
mand. As in matters of religion, it repudiates all reason, 
judgment, and Common sense, and givs no heed to nature's 
laws either in mating or in the propagation of the race, Its 
devotees, no doubt, pay great regard .t0 the improvement of 
horses, Cattle, and hogs. No time nor expense is spared to 
select the best breeds and the best specimens of the best 
breeds. The laws of nature are interrogated and science is 
applied to produce the best results, but man is taught that 
nature and reason are Carnal and wrong as far as they relate 
to religion or its ordinances, and he must look to revelation 
through a book and the priest for his instruction; but 
neither the book nor the priest teaches anything upon the 
subject except to marry (paying the usual feo to the priest, 
of course) and increase and multiply. 

The people are bound up in iudissoluble matrimonial 
chains wiih no knowledge of themselvs nor the relation they 
hav entered into, for Christian marriage is at war with all 
investigation and punishes with severe penalties all who 
dare investigate and teach the true nature and science of the 
relation of the sexes, and hence the people hav no alterna- 
tiv but to shut their eyes and goitblind. And this is Chris- 
tian marriage! 

Each soul must accept a8 à mate whom parents, society, 
fashion, passion, or some other interfering providence shall 
select; and superstition, inordinate passion, and lust take 
the helm and guide the family ship over the stormy sea of 
life, while love, true, conjugal love, sweet bird, if she ever 
nestled in their bosoms, or perched upon the family altar, 
has now flown to a warmer climate, never to return.- 

Let not the reader infer from the foregoing that the writer 
is opposed to marriage. He believes in marriage—in natu- 
ral marriage—& relation as much above Christian marriage 
as heaven is above the earth, or virtue and purity are above 
vice and prostitution, as his next will clearly show. 


— M tl QM — 


FoRTUNE does not change men; it only unmasks them 
and shows their true character. 


833 | The Truth Seeker, October 9, 1860. | | 
1 t , " But this shall not authorize any person to open 
Editorial. | Mesi not Biden. to iene This shows that all 


correspondence is carefully guarded from the epy system 
All matter which the government claims the exclusiv right 


^ 


and no right in the prison after conviction. But this law ot | 
Comstock’s puts her in the jury-box and on the bench, 
makes her prosecutor and punisher, and it is from these 


The Liberal League Congress. 

The fourth annual session, which closed September 19th, 
was in some respects the most valuable for practical work 
of any that has yet been held. The only thing which any 
Liberal can regret is that Co). Ingersoll should hav deemed 
it incumbent on him to resign as Vice-President. The ex- 
pulsion of one Spencer, of Milwaukee, war, in view of his 
insulting resolution, the only means the League had of 
maintaining its dignity, and was a very proper and prompt 
rebuke to the fellow's insolence. It will be a lesson not 
soon forgotten by illiberals of his ilk. As to Mr. Green's 
defection, we do not know what to make of it. Heisin 
favor of repealing the Comstock laws, and told several 
members of the League whilethe discussion was in progress 
that though he should vote to lay the resolution over, yet if 
it came to a vote on the resolution itself he should vote in 
favor of repeal. To now resign because the League has 
done precisely as he would hav voted for it to do is slightly 
inconsistent. He ought to rise and explain why he changed 
his mind. If, alone and unaided, he is unable to do it, per- 
haps Col. Ingersoll can help him. 

When the League magnanimously laid. the resolutions re- 
garding the Comstock law over at Syracuse it was felt by 


the msjorityto be an evasion of the expression of thej 


League’s opinion for a short time only. It was done that 
the Liberals of ihe country might become more familiar 
with them and their workicgr, and be more competent to 
express an intelligent opinion upon them. At Cíncionati 
last year they were again laid over out of deference to some 
of the members, who, while they denounced the acts com- 
mitted under their sanction, thought that the general gov- 
ernment had a right to regulate the moral tone of the litera- 
ture conveyed by the mails. 

At this session, the case of Mr. Barter being fresh in the 
minds of the delegates, it was impossible to longer delay an 
expression of the League upon these laws, and the Com- 
mittee on R. solutions reporied one urging their epeal, which 
was passed by the League. : 

It was, in view of all the circumstances, an eminently 
proper thing to do, and we congratulate the members upon 
their determined stand in favor of depriving the church of 
the censorehip it is exercising over the mails. 

The real reason why Col. Ingersoll could not sanction 
this resolution is not because he believes the League to 
be in favor of licensing obscenity, but because his ideas of 
government are radically different from those of a mejority 
of the members. He is a Republican, and is driftiug with 
his party toward centralization and a *'strong " government. 
The difference between him and the other members is that 
he believes that the government should run the people, 
while they think that the people should ruu the government. 
Oa this question we are emphatically in favor of the last 
proposition, That the goverument derives all its just pow- 
ers from the consent of the governed is an axiom of the 
people of this country. Officials are nothing but the ad. 
ministrators of the people's wil' and should be their ser- 
vants, not their masters. The federal government is com. 
posed of men who are chosen by the people to make and 
execute such laws as are in accordance with the Constitution 
and guarantee the perpetuation of civil and religious liberty. 
That literdture which is in no sense obscene, but which 
advocates opinions opposit to the views of the religionists, 
has been deprived of the privileges of the United States 
mail is a fact no one can dispute. The League declares as 
its opinion that the laws under which this has been done are 
at variance with our Constitution. Col. Ingersoll believes 
that these laws, in so far as they suppress real obscenity, 
are good, and dces not care whether they are Constitutional 
or not. In this the League differs wi'h him, and because it 
does he has seen fit to withdraw. He has & most undoubted 
right to do this as has any other member, but we regret that 
he should hav used the threat of his displeasure and resig- 
nation as a reason why the League should not pass the resc- 
lution. We should not hav expected it of him. 

This question of government is bound to come up in this 
country sooner or later. The indorsement by Garfield of 
the Hamiltonian theory that senators should hold their 
office for life and that the governors of the states should be 
appointed by the president shows whither his party is 
tending. The attempt to nominate General Grant as the 
only safe mau to intrust the reins of government with is 
‘another straw indicating the direction of tide of opinion 
within the party. The resolution passed ty the League 
was urged on political grounds. The majority of the mem- 
bers contend that, however beneficial a law might be, the 
church is nof the proper authority to enforce it. Geneva 
wae a theccracy and the result was that Berveius was 
burned. The church has enforced the Comstock law and 
the cutcome was the imprisonment of Bennett, Heywood, 
Lavt, and the arrest just now of Barter. Col. Ingersoll’s 
point that because some men had been unjustly convicted 
of larceny we should not urge the repeal of the laws against 
theft was weil met by Mr. Wakeman’s saying that though 

e might be in favor of punishing murder by hanging he 
‘was not in favor of the church being the executioner. No 
member of the League is in favor of crime of any kind, but 
no ong Wishes to see the church the punishing power. This 
is the place where the ways of Col, Ingersoll and the League 
divided. He says if the church is doing a good thing he is 
with her. So are we if it is her province to do it, but when 
she exercises the powers belonging only to the civil govern- 
ment then we are unslterably and eternally opposed to her, 
"The church must forever be an intruder in the halls of jus- 
fice. She has no right there, and if she be admitted it must 
be as a spectator and not as the prosecuting attorney. She 
has no right in the district-attorney’s office before the trial 


places the League is trying to expel her. That it cannot hav 
the powerful aid of Colonel Ingersoll’s broad shoulders 
makes the struggle longer perhaps, but no one man ís essen- 
tial to thé cause founded on eternal right. What the indi- 
vidual members of the Lesgue lack in strength will be made 
up in numbers; and at the ballet box, where this battle 
must be feught out, numbers count. We do not imagin the 
League will lose any of ita power for doing good by the de- 
fection of the gallant Colonel, for it still has leaders just as 
able if not as eloquent. Wright, Wakeman, Pillabury, and 
hosts of other determined spirits, are foemen of which the 
church may Well be afraid. There is no danger of the 
work slacking or being less vigorously prosecuted in the 
future than in the past. 


Pay Up. 

We hav been looking over our list and we find too many 
of our friends are in arrears for their paper. The summer 
is a very dull time in the newspaper business, snd our re- 
ceipts for the past two months hav been legs than the ex- 
penditures, This state of things cennot continue, and we 
hope our subscribers will at once pay up. We need these 
little sums, and hope we shall not hav to ask twice. 


Communications. 


Mr. Wakeman’s Replication. 

Mr. T. B. Wakeman takes exception to my statement that 
he cross-examined Anthony Comstock and made the open- 
ing speech in the Bennett trial. I was misled by Mr. Ben- 
nett's report of his trial. 

Mr. Wakeman says that “Mr. Bush undertakes to make 
me indorse all of the recent Comstock state legislation in 
Massachusetta, but 1 do not and did not.” 
from his Faneuil Hall speech, he says, ‘* This is no indorse- 
ment of the Comstock laws since surreptitiously (as I am 
told) passed in Massachusetts.” f 

He is not careful of his facte. He should hav given the 
date of those recent Comstock laws, and the changes made 
by them. I And no statute in reference to obscene publica- 
tions later than the revision of 1878, which contains the ‘‘old 
and sufficient laws " of 1860 on obscene publications. Sec- 
tion 15, chapter 165, general statutes, is as follows : 


“ Whoever imports, prints, publishes, sells, or distributes, 


any book, pamphlet, ballad, printed paper or. other thing 
containing obscene language, or any obscene prints, pic- 
tures, figures, or descriptions manifestly tending to the cor- 
ruption of the morals of youth, or introduces into any 
family, school, or place of education, or buys, procures, 
receives, or has in his possession any such book, pamphlet, 
ballad, printed paper, or other thing, either for the purpose 
of sale, exhibition, loan, or circulation, or with iutent to 
introduce tbe same into any family, school, or place of edu- 
cation, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state 
prison not exceeding five years, or by imprisonment in the 
jail not exceeding two years, and fined not exceeding one 
thousand dollars." . 

To do Mr. Wakeman complete justice I hav examined 
his references to the postal laws, and the laws and regula- 
tions, and cannot agree with him that they place all postal 
matter, letters and printed matter, ‘‘ within the control of 
the postal ofücers and agents, to do their own sweet will 
with them, without any let or hindrance, or any punish. 
ment whatever." : 

1. Under the act of July 12, 1876, no letter or postal card 
is declared unmailable on account of obscenity except those 
“upon the envelope of which, or postal card upon which 
indecent, lewd, obscene, or lascivious delineations, epithets, 
terms, or language may be written or printed.” 

Does Mr. Wakeman deny the right of the government to 
exclude such letters ? 

2. The law does not authorize the examination of any 
postal matter subject to letter postage. Section 24 of the 
postal act of Marzh 3, 1879, provides that ‘no package the 
contents of which cannot be easily examined shall pass in 
the mails or be delivered at less rate than for matter of the 
first class.” M 

Section 3,882, R. 8., authorizes postmasters at the cffice 
of delivery alone to '' remove the wrappers and envelopes 
from mail matter not charged with letter postage.” 

The postal regulations provide : 

‘Section 434, First-class matter not to be held unmail- 
able on mere suspicion.—Postmasters sre specially warned 
that they hav no right to detain first-class matter on the 
mere suspicion that it contains articles forbidden to be sent 
in the mails. Neither will they under any circumstances 
be justified in breaking the seal of any letter or package to 
ascertain whether or not unmailable matter is inclosed.” 

“Section 530. Sanctity of seals inviolable.—The several 
enactments of law defining crimes and offenses against post- 
office establishment to which reference should be frequently 
made by special agents admonish every person in the em- 
ploy of the department that the law-making power intends 
to throw around the privity of correspondence the solemn 
sanctity of its protection. One of the highest obligations of 
the department to the people is to preserve by all the means 
in its power the absolute sanctity of a seal. The enactments 
referred to are entirely explicit. Special agents are re- 
quired to impress on postmasters and their subordinates, at 
all times, that the postmaster-general will visit with punish- 
ment to the full extent of the law any violation of the law 
in this particular.” 

Section 3,929, which authorizes the return to the writers 
of all letters sent to lottery dealers, or other persons en- 
gaged in schemes of fraud, provides, ‘‘But nothing con- 
tained in this title shall be construed as to authorize any 
postmaster or other person to open any letter not addressed 
to himself.” ` 

Section 4,041, for the return to senders of postal orders, 


After quoting. 


infringe the freedom of the press. 
nett, nor Barter hav suffered through these provisions. 


Waksman in his replies to my articles. 
hav written, and not by his pettifogglng statements. 
has proved the truth of Channing’s remark, that '' there is 
nothing that will lie worse than figures, unless it be facts." 


I can to secure the *‘ falling mantle." 


to carry is neither subject to inspection nor to search, . 


The conveyance of newspapers, books, and merchandize 


in the mails is not exclusiv. They may be carried by pri- 
vate carriers on such terms as those carriers may impose. 
The government competes with them on certain classes, 
and refuses to compete on other classes, If it has the right 
to engage in this class of commercial business, it may adopt 
its own rules and regulations, It can exclude matter which 
is openly obscene as well as liquids and poisons, live insects . 


and reptile, and provide for the disposition of such matter. 

Obscene prints and books sre by the customs laws, and 
by the laws of most of the states, denied the right to be 
classed as property. ‘They are liable to seizure and destruc- 
tion as published contrary to law. It is no invasion of the 
rights of property to exclude them from the mails. It is 
absurd to contend that à man who violates law in puolish- 
ing an obscene book shall hav the sanctity of the mails to 


aid him in his illegal traffic. The United States adopts the. 


old common law rule of the courts, We will not assist an 
illegal transaction in any respect. ; 

I hav shown that the law and the regulations carefully 
guard the privacy of first-class matter ; that the government 
is a common carrier as to other kinds of postal matter, and 
ig thus engaged in commercial business; that under the 
power to regulate commerce it prohibits the importation of 
obscene publications ; that its power to regulate commerce 


givs it full power to establish the terms on which it will, 


carry the matter other than first-class matter ; that it haa 
power to regulate the mails as incidental to its power to 
establish post-offices ; that it has provided for no examina- 
tion of mail matter except to detect frauds upon the revenue 
by mailing first-class matter at lower rates than letter post- 
age. The examination of letters in the dead-letter office, 
which Mr. Wakeman fears destroys the privacy of the 
mails, was authorized in 1810. The examination under the 
sections authorizing postmasters at the office of delivery to 
examin mail matter other than first class was authorizsd by 
the law of March 3, 1868 (12 Stat. U. B., p. 707). They are 
no part of the so-called Comstock legislation, and do not 
Neither Heywood, Ben- 


It is useless to follow the misrepresentations of Mr. 


I stand by what I 
He 


W. B. Buss. 


Our Proofs. © 


To tar EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In THE 
TRUTH SEEKER of June 26th, W. F. Jamieson renews his 
challenge to debate the proofs of Spiritualism. 
*! Convince them in any way they hav no proofs, and they 


will join the Materialists in making the world pleasanter.” 
Now, if we are in error, if our proofs are ‘‘ imaginary 
effects,” if we are deluded and deceived, if annihilation is 
pleasanter than continued existence,if the '* death-ends-all ” 
theory will make people happier and better, by aJ] means 
let us be convinced as soon as possible. 
truth divested of all error. 
convinced ''in any way” but that which appeals to my 
reason. 
did in Lansing at the Liberal convention, that **a fact may ` 
be a lie," and I cannot believe it 


I for one want the 
But I respectfully decline to be 


He may declare from now till doomsday, as he 


The ‘‘exact science " of 
his logic in his illustration of the above, '' as for instance 
when & man commits perjury," will not answer my pur- 
pose. Neither willit serve his purpose to tell us as he did 
that we are ''intellectual blanks." We are rigid investi- 
gators of science. We do go to nature, the original foun- 
tain of all truth, notwithstanding Mr. Jamieson's assertions 
to the contrary. But no Spiritualist has ever yet, to my 


knowledge, in this world or the next, become 80 profoundly . 


wise as to discover that **8 fact may bea lie; and we advise 
him, unless he has something better to offer, to desist, for 
with such arguments he certainly will fail ‘‘ to convince us.” 
I hav waited, hoping debate would not be necessary, If 
Materialism of the ‘‘ death-ends-all” kind ‘‘ will make the 
world so much plessanter," and if he can so easily demolish 
our proofs, he should, if he is a true reformer, proceed to do 
it without waiting for debate. Most assuredly if I could 
place such men as Zoelluer, Crookes, Wallace, Victor 
Hugo, Sargent, Buchanan, Tuttle, and Kiddle under obli- 
gations to me by “‘convincing them they hav no proofs,” 
that they are blindly groping after an ignis fatuus, I would 
do so very quickly. If friend Jamieson will do what he 
promises millions will bless him, and his name shall be em- 
blazoned in letters of living light on the imperishable monu- 
ment erected to the wise and good of earth. Fearing, 
however, that this Jesus of Nazareth will pass by, and the 
golden opportunity be lost forever, I hav resolved to do all 
No one shall truth- 
fully accuse me of being a stumbling-block in the way of 
erring mortals. And now, before I proceed with my task, 
let me quote from God’s Holy Bible a most fitting text or 
passage—1. Cor. iij, 18, 19: “ Let no man deceive himself. 
If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, 
let him become a fool that he may be wise, For the wisdom 
of this world is foolishness with God.” Mr. Jamieson is 
assured that the above quotation is not intended for Materi- 
alists or Spiritualists, but Christians; furthermore that per- 
sonalities will not be offered by us or accepted as arguments, 
therefore if he will follow our example we shall get on very 
harmoniously. If he should, perchance, reduce our science 
to Zero, should call us ‘‘ intellectual blanks," or ‘‘ brainless 
vacuums,” we shall pass them by as being the technical 


He say, , 


HAE 


terms of Materialistic science, not yet found in our vocabu- 
Iariea. ; 

The proposition which I now ask Prof. Jamieson to dis- 
prove is, Spiritualiam is a. demonstrated fact, or, Spiritual- 
ists hav absolute proofs of spirit communion and future 
existence, therefore ‘‘death does not end all.” 

Now, in arguing this question I should not offer my mind 
as the ultimate standard, nor shall I permit Mr. Jamieson to 
decide a point by saying, ‘‘To my mind this is not evidence 
or absolute proof.” That would be no reason or argument 
whatever. If he cannot demolish my facts or proofs by 
others more convincing, then mine. must stand. 

The world does not care how. à fact may strike his mind 
or ming. The world wants facts, and if he thinks he can 
wipe out Spiritualism by demolishing our facts and substi- 


tuting his, be shall now hav the opportunity. 


Now, I affirm that Spiritualism is a demonstrated fact, 
that we hav absolute proofs of spirit ‘communion, and the 
existence of our friends in gpirit life; therefore, because our 
friends liv beyond death, we shall liv also. 

The universe is divided into the visible and invisible, the 
ponderable and imponderable. Al! scientists admit that by 
far the greater portion of the material of which the universe 
is composed exists in so refined and ethereal a condition 
that the five senses-can take no note of it whatever. All 


matter has been at least once invisible, and may be so again. | 


The two conditions are interchangeable. Matter is. not. a 


“result or effect. It never had a cause, but every change or 


new condition must hav & cause, and all causes are invisible. 
It will not be denied that the universe is made up of the 
visible and invisible; and those who attempt to fathom, de- 
fine, or limit the boundless realms of the invisible need 
more facts than science has ever yet furnished the world. 
Intelligence, the result or effect of which is knowledge, 
belongs to the invisible universe, and we always judge in- 
telligence by the knowledge it manifests. 'This we can do 
as absolutely and unerringly as we can calculate thé exist- 


` ence of invisible worlds, and we think no man can success- 


fully refute it. 


. The visible and invisible are interblended everywhere in. 


and on this earth. The essences, life-forces, and properties 


_ of matter are never seen. Man is both visible and invisible. 


We gee the flesh, but not the spirit. We think, but no 
mortal eye has ever seen a thought. Knowledge, intelli- 
gence, thought, magnetic and life-forces are all invisible. 
No mortal eye has ever seen them or the power which con- 
serves, Creates, or generates them. " : 

Spirits, therefore, both in the flesh and out, belong to the 
invisible world, and must, under all circumstances, use the 
same means to identify themselvs to each other. There are 
and can be but two means of proving existence and identi- 
ty, to wit, the physical and intellectual; by sensation, the 
visible, or, by intelligence, the invisible, Here we identify 


ourselvs, not so much by sensation as by what we know.. 


Physical tests are good, but, except by scars, birth-marks, 


etc., are unreliable. Intellectual tests are by far the most 


convincing. They satisfy when all others fail. 
Throughout life the body is continually undergoing trans- 
formations. From childhood to old age the variations are 


' infinit. People often resemble each other so much that they 


sre taken for each other. Wives hav been imposed upon 
by impostors through resemblance, when, by rigid intel- 
lectual tests, the fraud might hav been detected. 

It is only by knowledge—what we know and others know 
we know—the result of intelligence, that we are able abso- 
lutely to identify ourselvs to our friends and our friends to 
us. Strangers cannot identify themselvs to us, because they 
cannot giv facts which others may not know. Only those 
who hav been intimately acquainted can ever absolutely 
identify themselvs to each other, and then the only way it 
can be done with absolute certainty is by the knowledge 
they possess. Again, people can prove their existence abso: 
lutely by giving facts which no others possess and then hav- 
ing them subsequently verified. 

This is precisely what spirits do in proving their exist- 
ence and identity; and if this has not and cannot be done, 
then itis impossible for people here yet in the flesh to prove 
their identity or existence, and very much of what the sci- 
entific world to-day accepts as absolute knowledge must be 
called by another name. People can identify themselvs by 
letters so as to be absolutely certain of identity. If this is 
not true, then identity is incapable of proof, and of course 
Spiritualism, so far ag it resta on intellectual tests, must go 
down. 

With these premises, I shall now consider some of the 
proofs which millions of intelligent people, many the wisest 
of the race, hay accepted as absolute proofs of our existeace 
beyond death. I shall ask Prof. Jamieson to visit Roches- 
ter, the birthplace of modern Spiritualism, where occurred 
for the first time, thirty-two years ago, the celebrated ‘‘ spir- 
it rappings” in the presence of the ‘‘ Fox girls.” These 
rappings hav since occurred in the presence of millions, 
and are to-day heard all over the world. No mortal has 
ever yet been able to tell how those rappings were produced. 
People sometimes attempt to tell how they are not produced, 
but everything that has yet been offered has been assumption 
or speculation. The secret never yet has been divulged to 
mortal man. If Prof. Jamieson can explain how they are 
produced, and if he will do that, and explain the process 80 
that others can also produce them, then we shall consider 
this proof of Spiritualism disposed of. But another diffi- 
culty will here present itself to friend Jamieson. Those 
rappings are invariably accompanied by intelligence as 
marked and positiv as messages that are received to-day 
over the telegraph wires. Those messages purport to come 
from people dwelling in the invisible realm of spirit life, 
and are spelled out just a8 the Operator spells out messages 
which come to him over the wires. If there is another 
operator at the end of one line then there must be at the 


other, Messages in both inatances hay to be verifled, and 


The Truth Seeker, October 8, 1880, 


many times hav little or no?significance to the operators but 
to the person receiving them are of deep significance. 

Those Rochester rappings, those little telegraphic signals, 
spelled out a message, explaining that the person communi- 
cating was murdered and the exact locality in the cellar 
where the body would be found pointed out, all of which 
was Verified. Search was made, the body found, and the 
message proved absolutely eorrect. Now those rappings did 
occur, accompanied by a knowledge which could come from 
no other than an unknown, invisible, organized intelligence, 
and I demand that Prof. Jamieson prove that they did not 
occur, or if they were not produced by spirit power, prove 
how they did occur, what caused them, and where the intel- 
ligence or knowledge came from which accompanied them, 
or for ever hold his peace. . = 

Prof. Jamieson has twice begged to debate the proofs of 
Spiritualism. Now let him answer this, and I will favor 
him with another trial. He says, ‘‘ Convince them in any 
way; they hav no proofs, and they will join the Materialists 
in making this world pleasanter,” E, A. CHAPMAN. 

Lowell, Mich., July 22, 1880. 

———— 99 ———— 


^ [From Truth] 
Orthodox Unfairness. 


Here is a specimen from the usually fair"{Chrisiian at 
Work: 

The misnamed Freethinkers are to hav their little conven- 
tion at Hornellsville, Pennsylvania [sic], when the Septem- 
ber breezes blow. We say they are misnamed Freethinkers 
because in reality every man and woman and child in the 
world is free to, and does, think exactly what he pleases. 
The world. is a free-thinking world. But in truth Free- 
hinkers they are not, but free-doers. Hence they would ab- 
rogate all laws restraining the free action of the individual 
except 80 far as it trespasses on life or property. The Free- 
thinkers believe in free vice with a vim; they would dis- 
solve the marriage tie, open the door to free iicentiousness, 
free. rum, free blasphemy,.and make the post-office a gov- 
ernment express company for the circulation of licentious 
literature. They will miss, though, some of their principal 
speakers and Co-religionists, who just now are doing the 
state some service behind prison bars. 

At last the orthodox hav come to recognize that ''Free- 
thinker” is not a term of reproach. It is not ten years since 
Freethinker and Infidel were synonymous terms to the relig- 
ious community, and in its estimation all who professed to 


however, we learn for the first time that the world is a free- 
thinking world. The Christian at Work, we presume, is a 
Fregthinker; Dr. Hall is a Freethinker; Dr. Crosby, Dr. 
McCosh, Elder Love-God-and-be-blessed Smith, and Deacon 
Retuse-to-believe-and-be-damned Jones are Freethinkers, 

Now our contemporary must not misunderstand us. We 
do not claim that a man must think as we do to be a Free- 
thinker. It isa part of our religion that a man may be a 
conscientious Catholic, Protestant, Mohammedan, Jew, 
Spiritualist, or Infidel, and yet be a Freethinker. The des- 
ignation does not refer to the conclusion at which the mind 
arrives, but to the process by which the conclusion is 
reached. a 

He who givs full play to his reasoning faculties, con- 
siders every fact bearing upon the question before him, takes 
nothing for granted that is not strictly axiomatic, and thus 
arrives at a result, is a Freethinker as well after he has 
come to a Conclusion as while he is searching for it. But 
he who takes his creed from others, who believes because 
he is told to believe, who will not reason because to reason 
is wicked, who would commit murder as soon as he would 
merely inquire into the divine origin of his faith, is not a 
Freethinker, and it is a mangling of language to call him 
one. 

Now, is that part of the world which is found in the 
church a free-thinking world ? We shall consider the Prot- 
estant church, because it is that to which our contemporary 
is attached, but all the other churches are the same. 

Faith is the great requirement of church fellowship. 
Unquestioning faith in the divine origin of the Bible, in 
the fall of man, in the atonement, in the immaculate con- 
ception, in a physical resurrection after actual death, and 
in a heaven for the believer and a hell for the unbelivers, 
is the beginning and end of the Christian religion; and 
but for the fact that to meet emergencies it has gradually 
allied itself to an approved system of morals, it would 
already be a thing of the past. 

Will the Christian at Work make a rational inquiry into 
the alleged divinity of the Bible, into the traditional fall 
of man, into the doctrin of the atonement, into the mirac- 
ulous birth and resurrection.of Jesus, or into the doctrin 
of heaven and hell, throwing aside educational bais, and 
regardless of the result at which they may arrive, seeking 
only truth? 

No. 

Nor will any of the churches it represents. They all shun 
investigation, thought, and reason, making blind faith their 
foundation, and preachtng that salvation comes through 
faith alone. 

Then so much of the world as is in the ehurch is not a 
freethinking world. . 

The slur that so-called Freethinkers are but free doers is 
8 libel which would be unworthy reply did it come from a 
less respectable source. So is the assertion that Freethink- 
ers believe m free vice, that they would dissolve the mar- 
riage tie, and open the door to free licentiousness and free 
Tum. 

The body of Freethinkers will compare more than favor- 
ably with religionists. They sre not found in our state 
prisons (unless we except Bennett, who was sent to prison 
because he was an unbeliever, for any unprejudiced mind 
familiar with the facts will concede that the pretense of his 
imprisonment was false); our jails are free from them, and 


be either were Consigned to everlasting perdition. Now, 
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even clergymen hav kept the machinery of the law from 
rusting because of their crimes, which range from petty 
larceny to capital offenses, ; 

Let us refer our contemporary to a few statistics : In 1878 
in England among 100,000 Catholics, 2.500 were criminals ; 
among 100,000 of the Anglican church 1,400 were criminals; 
among 100,000 Dissenters 150 were criminals, and among 


-100,000 Freethinkers 6 were-criminals. Thus, of 300,000 


believers over 4,000 were criminals ; while the proportion 
of unbelievers who were criminals was as 18 to 800,000. 
Righteen against four thousand makes a bad showing for the 
believers, 

Again, in 1858, of 2,000 abandoned women in the city of 


New York, 1987 were children of believers, 1,949 were. 


trained in the Christian religion, and 1,909 professed the re- 
ligion in which they were trained at the time the statistics 
were made up. Rather bad again for believers. 

The conclusion of the paragraph we quote, to the effect 
that some of the principal speakers of the Freethinkers will 


not be at the Convention at Hornellsville, because they are . 


in prison, is a lie. We know that is an impolite expres- 
Bion, but none other wil so appropriately characterize the 
assertion. 

We hav devoted this space to the unfair and in some re- 
spects false statements of our religious contemporary, not 
because Truth cares about the matter one way or the other; 
but because the article is a libel upon a large class of the 
better part of the community which seldom intrudes itself 
upon public notice, and in whose iuterest the Convention at 
Hornellsville will be conducted by men and women whose 
intelligence and virtue it,does not lie in the mouth of an 
organ of that branch of the community from which our 


jails, prisons, brothels, and scaffolds are almost exclugivly | 


supplied to impugn. : 


God Pickles a Woman in Salt. 


Unlike the bosom of Abraham, the bosom of Mrs, Lot is 
located in this world. When Lot’s wife died she didn’t turn 
to dust, but turned to salt. 

Mrs. Lot was not a righteous woman. They didn't hav 
many righteous women in those days. The righteous were 
mostly men. There was righteous Lot, who got so right- 
eous drnnk that he didn’t know whether he was & married 
man or not. But God saved him, and killed his wife, and 
salted her on the spot. And when all dust shall rise again, 
Lots wife, being salt, will remain undisturbed at the sound 
of Gabriel's horn. j 

According to promis, God got up a big roast in Sodom 
and Gomorrah, but Lot being righteous, he sent. two dirty 
foot-angels to save Lot, and as a special favor he also con- 
cluded to save the girls and the old woman. 

Lot didn't know that the angels were angels, and noticing 
that their feet were pretty. dirty, he told them to go In and 
wash their feet. And the angels went in and washed their 
feet and took supper. . 

The account doesn’t say if the angels took a little some. 
thing before eating to help their digestion or not. But as 
Lot was very fond of taking a little something himself, it is 
presumed that he at least advised that the angels ‘‘ take a 
nip” as a sort of regulator. It would seem that the villagers 
had mistrusted that something was going on in Lot's house, 
and as Lot had two daughters, they determined to see the 
two tramps that they might know more about them. Lot 
went out, and, being a righteous man, he offered them his 
two daughters, and said théy might do unto them as they 
liked if they would not insist on seeing the strangers. 

` Well, in the morning, just as God was about to burn the 
city, “Ihe angels took Lot and his wife and the girls and 
told them to flee for their lives and not look back.” But 
as Lot’s wife thought of the terrible fate of ker friends, her 
bosom swelled with emotion; and when she smelt the brim- 
stone, she turned back and gave a look of sympathy, pity, 
and sorrow at her old home and the thousands of men, 
mothers, and innocent little. children who were being 
burned alive. For this manifestation of her noble heart 
God got mad and pickled her on the spot—killed her and 
turned her into a pillar of salt. This salt arrangement, no 
doubt, was very nice for the sheep and cattle, but it was a 
little tough on the woman. If the account is true, it shows 
God to be a heartless monster who has neither love, mercy, 
nor reason in his composition. 

At the outset God might hav made the world better by 
killing the devil. But he preferred to drown his children 
as a means of removing wickedness. Next he tried fire and 
brimstone on the children of Sodom and Gomorrah, and as 
this great, grand roast proved no better than the water ex- 
periment, he concluded to get up a cross between himself 
and the human family. The cross was a good one, for the 
child was a great improvement on God the Father. And 


although the son believed in damning a man on account of 
his honest opinions, he never, like his father, made use of 
fire and brimstone in this world; he only threatened its uge 
in the next world. M. BAncock. 
ee 


Suspended. 


We are in recelpt of the following card, the facta stated 
on which fill us with sincere regret. We trust that after 
politics hav subsided the Appeal will flourish more than 
ever : 

. Dernorr, Mica., Sept. 26, 1880. 

Dear Sir: The Rational Appeal is under suspension at 
present. I hope to resume it atter the Presidential election, 

Very truly, S. B. MoCBACEER. 
—o — — —— 

PEOPLE seldom improve when they hav no other model 
than themselvs to copy after. 

——— ro 


By taking revenge a man is but even with hia enemy ; but 


none hay ever graced our scaffelda, But Christiana aqd |in passing it over he is superior. 
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feiters from friends. 


; TREMONT, O., Sept. 18, 1880. 
D. M, BENNETT, Dear 


son of my moving around, but now that I am settled I in- 


tend to be a constant subscriber to it so long as itis ably 


conducted, as it is at present and bas been. I would be lost 
without it and it never was more interesting than now. 
Ihav been much interested in the expressions on politics 
through its columns. In this state it is greatly mixed. The 
Republicans claim it of course, but it seems more and more, 


Irom the way I view it, uncertain, and I cannot help believ- 


ing that each succeeding day injures the chances of Gar- 
field. Ihav always been a Republican, 4. e., a8 a choice be- 
tween the two parties, but I am so thoroughly Liberal I am 
- always ready to throw my vote in behalf of reform and 
right, even though the effect be to crush the Republican 
party, although it is not with a happy heart nor any relish 
that I vote for a Democrat to do it. Yes sir, it is hard, and 


not that I hav such love for the old hulk of a once grand 


party, but that it is necessary to join hands with such unde- 
sirable company—as a party. And if I should vote for 


Hancock, as itis likely I shall, it will be with many regreta. 


that such a step is necessary. This is the home of Presi- 
dent Hayes. There ia but little warmth of feeling 
here forhim among his Republican friends. He ignored 
them after his election, and now, sir, it is & fact that when 
he comes home, it is oftener than otherwise that there are 
none at the depot to welcome him. His hold upon the 
hearts of the people is slim indeed. 1 
Yours in fullest sympathy, E. B. WILLIAMS. 


f : ALTOONA, PA., 1880, 
To THE Eprror or THe TRUTH BERKER, Sir: I ‘hav 
-been away and spent a week at the Hornellsville Convention. 
It was the first time that I ever had the pleasure of attend- 
ing a meeting of Freethinkers’ and it was to me a source of: 
great joy as the meeting was of the greatest. interest from 
the time it commenced until it closed, The speakers we 
had were all stars, but I was pleased much better with some 
than others. The very first person whom -Imet and had 
the pleasure of taking by the hand was the Rev. George 
Chainey, of Evansville, Ind. He is an elegant speaker and 
still a very young man, and I sincerely hope that all his fu- 
ture years may be bright and prosperous so that he may do 
a noble work in the cause of Liberalism, I do not think 
that a better person could be chosen as chairman than Dr. 
T. L. Brown. He always kept the audience in a good 
humor and his opening address was. a very able effort. I 
‘was very much pleased with the female speakers, . but: 
thought that the address of Miss Marion Slusser was, supe- 
rior to any. The Rev. Mr. Burnham, of Michigan, is a reg- 
ular thunderbolt. On Sunday afternoon we enjoyed the 
pleasure qf listening to the most brilliant orator of the age, 
Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, who for two hours and thirty. 
minutes kept the audience almost 'spell-bound by his inim- 
itable lecture, ‘‘What must we do to be saved.” On Sunday 
evening we had the pleasure of. hearing one of the ablest 
addresses of the Convention by T. B. Wakeman, I had the 
pleasure of meeting Mrs. H., L, Green, who is a very earnest 
worker in the cause of Freethought, and' Mrs. Burnz, the 
compiler of the ‘‘ Liberal Hymn Book.” 1 was also very. 
‘glad to see present that handsowe little lady, Miss Josephine. 
Tilton. We had a choir of five young ladies assisted by a 
very able musician who rendered some excellent music dur- 
ing the meeting. On Saturday we had an address by a man 
who styled himself a Christian evangelist and whose name 
was Egbert F. Cleve. This same man, Cleve, lectured in 
Altoona last winter, his subject being ‘‘ Why I Became a. 
Catholic." He was denouaced by the Episcopalian minis- 
ter at this place as being an apostate of the Episcopal 
church and a dishonorable man, A controversy at last 
arose between them through the press, in which the Catho- 
lic priest took part and defended Cieve, but he was not 
allowed to lecture in the Catholic church, and many of the 
Catholics are opposed to him, claiming that he will: do 
almost anything for money. I think it is very seldom that 
he encounters such an inteliectual giant as Parker Pillsbury, 

One morning while Mrs, Amelia Colby was delivering one 
of her eloquent orations, and as I was about to express my 
feelings by stamping of the feet, a dog which was lying un- 
. der one of the chairs rushed out and bit me severely. I, at 
first, thought that the “tiger was unchained,” but I think 
it was only an orthodox dog, that perhaps, belonged to the 
"Young Men's Christian Association. And now, in closing, 
I will say that New York is a grand state and Hornellsville 
a very beautiful town. The people there are not so bigoted: 
as in my own state, and I was treated very kindly during my 
short stay; and asI look back to the years gone by, and turn 
with pleasure memory’s pages, I shill never forget the 
happy days I spent at the Hornellsville Convention. 

' : W. J. BURNS. 
: WAYLAND, N. Y., Sept. 12, 1880. 

To THE EDITOR or TAE TRUTH BSEEKER, Bir: The only 
way to get such independent people as the Liberals are to 
act together for any purpose is to Convince their judgments.. 
This and the discussion of the political situation in the: 
columns of Tux TRUTH SEEKER has not been without salu-. 
tary effect. RENE 

lwas a Republican before I was old enough. to vote. 
Since then 1 hav acted with that party, believing that under: 
its guidance thé union, for which I hav bled and still suffer, 
was most secure. Uninfluenced by the opinions of others,: 
I reached the conclusion not to vote for Garfield, for the. 
following reasons : j . 

1. A candidate for the highest office in the world should 
hav a clean record. The charges made against him hav not, 
in my judgment, been successfully answered, 

2. For several good reasons I am not in love with the 
Onio ring, with Hayes at its head, and hav no reason to 
suppose that it will be any better with Garfield at the front. 

8. Garfield being a “brother in the Lord,” and a sympa- 
thizer with the objects and aims of the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association, ic might well be worse. i 

4, When Gen. Grant returned home through the South 
he spoke highly of the patriotism of the people of that sec- 
tion. There can now be no good reason for keeping alive 
the dying embers of a war that ended fifteen years ago. 

b. It ia no longer necessary that the Republican party 
should be continued in power, but it is important that every 
portion of our common country should enjoy peace, tran- 
quility, and prosperity, and cultivate charity and fraternal 

ove, 

6. Power too long continued in the hands of one man or 
one party or set of men breeds corruption. This is but too 
evident this fall in the expenditure of vast sums of money 
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. | wrested from the people, and the intimidation of employes. 


']liberty, can only be maintained where elections are decided 
; Sir: Jt is now nearly one year 
since I first subscribed for THE TRUTH SEEKER, taking it 
most of the time under considerable embarrassment by rea- 


| commit suicide, 


but by first restraining one, then the other, we can soon 


scrambles for party favor, and who are earnestly working 
for the elevation and happiness of the human race. : 


editor of Mind and Matter, in his issue of the 28th ult., in 
his article on ‘‘ Critics Answered,” published the so-called 
Comstock law, and boasts that the opponents of the lay hav 
not dared to do the same. 


Roberts has just awoke from a long and profound Rip Van 
Winkle sleep. Tue TRUTH SEEKER long ago published 
the act on sheets which were scattered all over the country. 
It was to this fact more than anything else. that made 


D. M. Bennett, Judge Benedict, and Anthony Comstock has 
no proper relation to this statute, so far as ita general scope 


Roberts is sincere in calling that a personal squabble, when 
the United States, through its agents, does what has been 


journal at Le Claire, Iowa, another persecution for opinion's, 


} ecclesiastical history in relation to where, when, and how 


columns of THE TRUTH SEEKER to all Liberals 
pall a ru the people à chance to hear those lectures, 
And we would further say that Mr. Wilson will make his 
terms 80 low as to be within the reach of all Libéral organi. 
zations, and will speak when desired on any other subject 
connected with ‘the cause of Liberalism, Mr. Wilson can 
be addrsssed at Auburn, Ind. M. P. "Thurston, M. A. Dex- 
ter, Huldah Dexter. Anna Hoyt d O. Warren, A. H, 

rs " urn, and others. : 
ATH a atly, s M. P. TAURSTON. 


. ... CLINTON, Iowa, Sept. 12, 1880. 

To rae Eprror or THE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir’ The 
Marshalltown Convention is a thing of thé past, yet as the 
report in your issue of the 11th is so meager, I take the lib- 
erty of adding that it was a success, owing to the fact that 
Profs, Jamieson, Phelps, aud Mrs. Parry were on the plat- 
form to enunciate the principles of Liberalism and the 
League, W. F. Peck was there to sing their truths into the 
hearts of the people,eand E. ©. Walker was on the ground, 
early and late, and everywhere present. . 

Mr. Walker is not a large ma, neither was the immortal 
Napoleon; but if anybody was ever called to conduct a 
campaign for the honor of the state and the glory of princi-. 
ple, E. C. Walker is the man, and Iowa ought to be counted 
out in the great fight coming if she does not march up and 
follow the’ lead of this, her most valiant soa. The worker 
is the hero. Most of us can talk, but he who can do is the 
strong staff upon whom to lean. : Mr IM 

. As for talk, if you want it in one continuous, limpid, 
silvery shower, just sit under the ministrations of Prof, 
Jamieson. Those who hav heard him for these many years 
do not need to be reminded of his magic voice, the smile 
like a sunbeam, the keen, clear-cut sentences, unsparing 
logic, eloquence, and power with which he holds his audi- 
cence. His presence in the Convention was enough to insure 
its success, and his appearance was always the signal for a 
hearty outburat of applause. Long may he liv to combat 
with merciless sarcasm and inimitable courtesy the enemy 
spoiling for a fight! en 

One of the events of the Convention was the lecture of 
Prof. Phelps on ** The Garden of Eden." It would be nat- 
ural to suppose that this subject would, at the present day, 
be considerably dul to a body of Freethiukers, but if you. 
could hav seen, Mr. Editor, the hundreds of people con- 
vulsed with laughter who sat and listened to his sallies of 
wit, if you could hav heard the spontaneous yells and cheers 
which rose in the throats of the people as, one by one, the 
Professor drove home his arguments against the need of 
such a garden and such a gardener, you would hav been’ 
glad that such a story had been invented to furnish food for 
such a mind. : ' wee 
- No Ingersollian wit can excel the side-splitting humor of 
Prof. Phelps; and his grave thought is of the very. best and 
most impassioned quality. When we take into considera- 
tion the fact that he has marshaled Kansas into line with 
her many Leagues, he should be heard in every state in the 
Union. : 

The good people of Marshalltown were not very friendly 
when the Convention began its work, but ere the closing 
session thought was up to the boiling point; and on the last 
evening (Sunday) Mrs. Parry had a large and interested 
audience to listen to her able lecture on ‘* The Religion and 
Church of the Fature.” Asa speaker she is dignified and 
logical, and held, with ease, the attention of her many lis- 
teners. : : mek 

Not alittle praise is due to,Mr. W. F. Peck for the enliv- 
ening of the sessions with songs, humorous and pathetic, 
sung in @xcellent voice, and stirring the people with the 
enthusiasm which music always produces. Most of the 
songs and music were original and well adapted to the needs 
of liberty-lovers. Er . : 

Altogether the Convention, as I said in the beginning, was 
a success, as a State League was organized, your corre- 
spondent, T. ©. Leland, having, by his scholarly and com- 
prehensiv arguments, early set before us te necessity for a 
work of this kind; and on the 17th the Iowa delegates will 
swell the ranks of the National League Convention and add 
their Western slogan to the ery for repeal and no compro- 
mise with bigotry. Yours, ete , Mns. H, S. LAKE, 


CAWKER CITY, KAN., Sept. 14, 1880. 

Eprro&R TRUTHS SEEKER: I had hoped that in your discus- 
Bion with Mr. Mair he would be able to show some tangible 
proof, if not historical, that such a person as Jesus Christ 
once lived. In his “ Fifth Letter," as continued in Tum 
TRUTH SEEKER of September 11th, there is, to use a West- 
ern phrase, a complete let-down. The spiritual discernment 
‘he speaks of, that worldly minds cannot comprehend, is the 
very argument used by Mormons when you get a clinch on 
them, What is the use to lie to old liars? A man of good 
judgment ought to know that in these times such sophistry 
18 equivalent to yielding the point. 

Mr. Mair claims that God is the author of the story as told 
by Matthew that God isthe only infallible being in exist- 
ence, Now, if this is true, it seems a very easy matter for 
him to tell the story twice alike. He has failed to do it in 
more instances than one. Here, iu my mind, hangs the 
whole story. Such an imperfect history of go much import 
could not coms eg a porene mouron: I do not believe 
= 15 | God has creat s world, with all it possesses, without 
Pa eer in dS ot Dae pet o oda ae being able to giv a correct history of it, The God that cre- 

| J rom.| ated this world has but one way of corresponding with us; 


50 cents to $2, he will be enabled to make a creditable de- i P 
tense and come out best in the end, Isend him $2 by this |70 are learning day by day thrgugh works “Of nature the 


: : 1" |language he uses. , : 
mail. Don’t neglect this duty, for we are all concerned in ent 
this prosecution, 1 .  R. B. SHEARS.. I used to honestly believe there were good, honest, well- 


J informed men that were sincere in their Christian profes- 
| sion, but I am all over it now. I hav failed to find one 
‘| when put to the proper test. The proper test is this : Take 
him away from everyone, then pump all his hypocrisy and 
cant out of him (which you can do if your pump is steel- 
lined), and ask him if he honestly believes the Bible to be 
the word of God. They do not. in their heart believe it; 
the ignorant may, but the learned do not. If it were not - 
forthe money and other pleasures sought by the clergy the 
old ship of Zion might go to bedlam for all they woula care. 

Iam, glad truth, so long crushed to eartb, is rising in its 
might, and ere long the kuman mind will be free. 

The great theologian, Mr, Mair, isa failure, I read’ the 
debate between Ditzler and Jamieson, which was very in- 
teresting, and made Freethinkers by the thousand. As the 
subject matter between Mr. Mair and Bennett was of such 

vast importance to orthodox believers, I looked for more 

light than has yet been thrown on the subject. I hav, as 
usual, been disappointed. The old fountains from which 
they draw their arguments are drying up as intelligence ad- 
vances, Why do they hate Voltaire, Paine, Ingersoll, Ben- 
nett and other Infidels if their doctrin is true? It hurts no 
good man to slander him; but yon twit a man on facts, and 
then he kicks at once, the same as Christians do. They do 
not want their little pet scheme of having a good time in- 
terfered with, Respectfully, T. F. H. 


by employers and of debtors by creditors, for the purpose of 
continuing in power a set of corrupt politicians. — 
"^I believe that free institutions, securing individual 
by pure and intelligent voters. 'Phe most important politi- 
cal question of the time seems to.me to be how. best and 
quickest to take the balance of power between the two 
great parties out of the hands of a class of men who can be 
Bought or intimidated. As long as such men hold the bal- 
ance of power, their votes being. necessary to the success of 
either party, the political aspirants will use money or undue |: 
influence—the only means to get such votes. In corrupting 
others they corrupt themselvs. They dare not do right lf 
they would. In cases like the imprisonment of Bennett 
they are the tools of the men whose votes are necessary’ to 
secure party success. No considerable body of men of 
principle hav as yet cut themselvs off from party fealty, as 
it has become the study and aim of the leaders to secure the 
votes of unprincipled men by doubtful methods, . . 

To vote tor a third or fourth or fifth candidate is to draw 
alike from both parties without weakening or alarming 
either. Such votes are wasted. To make our votes count 
we must choose between the two leading parties. If the. 
party in power does not do right, vote with the other. 
Change often. The Liberals in this way would soon be 
strong enough, by acting together, to defeat either party. 
Soon both parties would begin to ask what they must do to 
be saved Conscientious voters instead of commercial Vot- 
ers would be estimated in the doubtful column. The era of 
corruption would be over, for officials would hav to stop 
stealing, and the votes that tell the story could not be 
bought up. The era of bulldozing would end, for Liberals 
are not easily frightened. The era of great promises would 
be ended, for Liberals hav little faith. The era of religious 
persecution would be over, for neither party ‘would care to 
No religion or class would be favored, for 
liberal-minded, intelligent, and conscientious men and 
women would control the supply of bread and butter. 

The Republicans hav proved unworthy. Our first and 
wisest move is to elect Hancock—an eminently sate man. 
If after four years’ trial there should not be the improve- 
ment that would naturally be expected, then giv the other 
fellows another chance. $ wi ut 
The parties, like young pigs, are both hungry, no doubt, 


teach them so they can take their rations without jeopard- 
izing the rights of people who stand aloof from unseemly 


G. W. MoREBOURE. 


Corpova, ILL., Sept. 19, 1880. 
To THE EDITOR OF TuE TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: The 


There are other evidences besides the above that Mr. 


it so easy to get signers to petitions for its repeal. I always 
carried the act with me when I solicited signers to petitions 
for its repeal. Nearly every one who read the act compre- 
hended the Jesuitical character and intent of the thing, and 
would most willingly sign petitions for its.repeal.. ` d 

But again he says, ‘* The petty personal squabble between 


and operation is concerned.” Can it be possible that Mr. 


done to Mr, Bennett for no crime, and for no other reason 
than that he is a Freethinker ? The inception of this act 
was for the suppression of Freethought. 

In the neighboring town of Le Claire, Mr. Barter, editor 
of the Le Claire Pilot, has been arrested and imprisoned un- 
der this same act, but it too, I presume, was only a personal 
equabble, and has no relation to the general scope and opera- 
tiun of thisact. He, too, isa Freethinker, and bigots invoke 
the power of the United States to suppress him. It has 
come to that. The obscenity dodge is too thin ; it is aimed 
at heretics and heretical opinions, Mr. Roberts to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. He says, ‘‘Tne law is a most 
proper and beneficent one, and should not be repealed," 
and those who are in favor of its repeal are loco-foco Lib. 
erals. There is no bigotry about that, Oh, no! If you 
believe as I do you aré a good fellow ; if not, why then you 
are & loco-foco. The other bigot says, if you believe in God, 
Jesus, and the Bible, you are allright ; but if you don't, 
why then you're damned, Yours, J, Hox. . 


Buoomrre.p, N. J ., Aug. 24, 1880. 
To THE LIBERALS OF THE UNITED States: Bo the big- 
ots of the church are trying to wipe out a Freethought 


sake. Let usrally to Mr. Barter’s support, and.show these. 
religious bigots that he and his opinions hav friends all over 


: Burr Oak, Mron., Sept. 15, 1880, 
D. M. Benneri, Dear Sir: Mr. M. K. Wilson, of Au- 
burn, Ind., has been giving us some lectures here in our 
rural district upon the “ Origin of the Bible," and in our 
opinion the multitude of facts which he has collected from 


the Bible came into being, and the character and ability of. 
the men to whom we are indebted for all we know of ita 
origin, should be more generally understood by Liberals in 
general, and to all Christians this knowledge would be in- 
valuable. Mr. Wilson makes no quotation from any other 
than Christian authorg, and from such Christian authors a8 
were never accused or suspected of heresy, and all Chris- 
tians who hear these lectures will learn many important 
facts which they will not be likely very soon to learn from 
their own chosen guides and instructors; and one of not the 
least important facts which they will learn from these lec- 
tures is this, that all the historical knowledge Christians hav 
of the origin of their religion is on the testimony of the 
priests or Christian Fathers of the first three centuries, 
every one of whom hav been impeached and convicted of 
practicing fraud and deception for the purpose of making 
proselytes to their superstitions ; and the undersigned mem- 
bers of the Burr Oak Liberal League, No. 167, wish to say 
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a. 


NATIONAL LIBERAL LEAGUE CONGRESS, | 


Its Fourth Annual Meeting, Held in Chicago. 


SATURDAY MORNING SESSION. 


‘League opened at 10:20 at Hershey Hall, the Hon, Elizur 


Wright presiding. 
-In calling the gathering to order the President 


would be with them in the afternoon. 
vs A DEFENSE. COMMITTEE. 


i Reports. of committees were called for, and. Mr. Green 
proceeded to deliver that of the Committee on Nomina- 


tions, The first recommendation was that Prof. A. L. 


Rawson, of New York, act as Chairman of a Defense Com- 
mittee, whose duty, as defined by the Constitution of the 
League, is **to defend through the courts, by the combined 
efforts and means of the Liberals of the country, any Amer- 
can citizen whose equal religious or moral rights are denied, . 
or who is oppressed on account of any opinions he may hay 


held or expressed on the subject of religion or morals.” 


The Committee further submitted a list of officers for the 
ensuing year—Elizur Wright for President, Col. Ingersoll 
for senior Vice-President, and Mr. T. C. Leland for Secre- 


tary. ' 
The report was accepted and Mr. Wright was re-elected, 


Prof, Rawson. of New York, gave an account of the Con- 
federation of Freethinkers, which met at Brussels in 
August,.and of the progress of Liberalism on the Con- f|: 


tinent. 


Louis Wilhelm, of Chicago, read sn address to the 
League from an organization known as The Union of Radi- 
à It demanded separate political action on the part of 
"Liberals in opposition to the two great political parties of to- 
day, and a thorough breaking away from old party prac. 
tices, to the end that the people at.each election might 
divide on certain principles or issues, instead of oh- the 
questions of persons and spoils, Such a party, it was a8- 
serted, would, after a few defeats, soon draw into its ranks 


cals, 


the most intelligent, mora], and patriotic men of the nation. 


The organizations set down as ready to assist in forming 
this new party of progress were the Liberal Leagues, the 
Turners, the Woman Suffrage Associations, the Freie 
Gemeinden, the Free Religious Associations, the Union of 


Radicals, and the various Labor-Reform organizations, 


provided the latter were ready to desist from attempts to 


force Communism into the platform. 

Mr. A. J. Grover read.a paper on the duty of the League, 
as it appeared to him, 
we regret that we hav not room to print it in full; 

He was succeeded by Mr. McCracken, of Michigan, who 
presented the report of a Liberal Congress held at Detroit, 


After some further speeches by the delegates the Congress 


took & recess. for lunch. - 
"On reassembling, Mr. Spencer, from the Committee 


Future Work, reported that it should be— 


:-1. "The total separation of church and state, to be secured 
under present laws and proper legislation, and finally to be 
guaranteed by amendment of the United States Constitu- 

. tion, including the equitable taxation of church property, 
secularization of the public schools, abrogation of Sabbata- 
rian laws, abolition of chaplaincies, prohibition of public 
appropriations for religious purposes, and all other measures 


necessary to the same general end. 


National protection for national citizens in their equal 
civil and religious rights, irrespectiv of race or sex, to be 
secured under present laws and proper legislation, and 
finally to be guaranteed by amendment of the United States 


Constitution, and afforded through the United States courts, 


Universal education the basis of universal suffrage in 
_this secular republic, to be secured under present laws and 
proper legislation, and finally to be guaranteed by amend- 
ment of the United States Constitution, requiring every state 


to maintain a thoroughly secularized pubic school system, 
and to permit no child within its limits to grow up without 
a good elementary education. : 


It was, said the Committee, the duty of the National 
Liberal League and auxiliary. Leagues to direct their efforts 

' toward carrying out these needed reforms by seeing to it 
that such men were elected to the Legislatures, and Con- 


gress, and other offices, executiv and judicial, as favored 
them and had the ability and the courage to maintain them 
in their several capacities ; that existing laws favorable to 
these objects were properly enforced ; that suitable pecuniary 
and other means were provided in case of need to defend 
citizens who were unjustly subjected to prosecutions and 
other injuries and annoyances on aacount of exercising 
rights reserved to the people; that auxiliary Leagues were 
multiplied as rapidly as responsible, intelligent, judicious, 
and earnest persons could be found who would assist their 
Organization and carry them forward in a manner consistent 
with the importance and dignity of the reforms demanded ; 
that it shouid be the purpose of the National and auxiliary 
Leagues to consistently maintain absolute neutrality as to 
theological opinions ; that: they should neither seek to pull 
down nor build up any form of religion or irreligion, but 
confine themselvs in this matter strictly to eliminating from 
the government whatever was of a religious or anti-relig- 
ious character, to the end only that the’ government should 
belimited in the exercise of its powers solely to secular 
purposes ; that the Leagues should do what they could to 
protect the freedom and purity of elections, and to cultivate 
- a sacred regard for the rights of suffrage, 

They recommended that the Executiv Committee be in- 
atructed to invite, as soon as possible after the fall election, 
all kindred organizations and all independent men and wo- 
men who are dissatisfied with the old parties, to attend a 
National Convention for the purpose of forming & new 
party: that no Presidential candidate be nominated this 


ear, 
y Action was deferred until the Committee on Resolutions 
had reported, : : : : 
President Wright then read a paper, in which he re- 
viewed the history of the Republican, Democratic, and 
-Fiat parties, saying that none met the wants of the Liber- 
als, Who could vote as they pleased, or put up a ticket of 
their own. : È B i 
Five-minute speeches were called for, and Mrs, Woodruff 
responded, pleading for more light everywhere ; also Mrs. 
- Severance, who deprecated getting stirred up because some 
one expressed his honest thought.. Addresses were also 
made by several others. 'Two of them were devoted to 
masonry, the speakers having withdrawn from the lodge be- 
cause it was too religious—one, also, because women were 
excluded. Several others were in favor of female suffrage. 


explained: 
that he had lost a little time in meeting Col. Ingersoll, who |. 


It was a very able document, and 


on 


The Committee on Resolutions then came in. 

Col, Ingersoll moved that in all votes upon-the adoption 
of any resolution, the roll be called and the vote taken by 
yeas and nays of delegates or regular proxies. i 

' Mr. Green moved that the subject be laid over until the 
evening session. ] j : 

The motion of Col. Ingersoll was agreed to. st 

Mr. Green renewed his motion, but did not press it on 
account of the opposition. : 

Mr. Wakeman, from the Committee on Resolutions, sub- 
mitted their report, saying he hoped it would be received 
in the spiriv of compromise in which it had been necessary 
to make it. 3 : : 
Appended is the platform : : 


We reaffirm and declare the main purpose of the National 
‘Liberal League to be the realization in the states and gen- 
eral government of the objects stated in its standard platform, 

o wit: j i d 
: : [For No. 1 see report by Mr. Spencer 
Future Work] | 
; ,£. We claim it tobe the duty of every citizen, 'man or 
"woman, to extend to all others every right and liberty that he 
‘claims for himself; that there should be, therefore, no 
legal, political, or social disabilities, discriminations, or 
costracisms against any person on account of religious belief, 
or of any absence of such belief ;, that all laws of the states 
‘or general government making any so-called religious tests, 
in order to qualify any person to vote, or to hold office, or to 
testify, or to sit on a jury, or 10 do any public or govern- 
‘mental act, should be repealed as relics of barbarism, and 
that all laws in regard to marriage, which should be a civil 
contract, and in regard to divorce, births, and burials, should 
-be placed on a purely secular and scientific basis, and hav 
their justification only in their use to society. 

3. We deem it expedient for the Liberals in all portions of 
our country to act, or to co-operate with others, as a politi- 
'eal organization for the accomplishment of the objects of 
‘the above platform, and to nominate candidates for office 
for that purpose as soon as they hav organized in sufficient 
numbers, and hav developed sufficient political agreement 
:to do so. effectivly; that such nomination should be first 
made in Assembly, and Congressional districts, and that we 
;:hope and urge that four years from this time we shall hav a 
‘Presidential ticket in the field. In the mean time we mutu- 
ally pledge each other that we wili cast our votes and use 
,our political influence for such candidates for office as we 
‘honestly believe will most effectivly further the objects of 
our League, | : ; ; 

4, In the spirit of our platform we also demand such state 
‘and United States laws as will securely guard the freedom 
of the press and of speech, and the inviolability of the 
mail, and will allow free circulation, by mail or otherwise, 
of all books, pamphlets, papers, and letters, irrespectiv of 
the religious or other views they may contain, so that the 
literature of science and general knowledge, and thought 
and the expression of thought, may be placed in no re- 
straint except to answer for any abuse or injury done by it 
before regular courts and juries of our peopie, 

5. While we demand equal rights for alj, and the conse- 
quent freedom of the press and of speech,aud the inviolability 
‘of the mails, we do not do this to aid, abet, or encourage op 
‘scenity, lotteries, financial frauds, bogus medical diploma, 
‘nor any form of immorality, crime, or wrong-doing what- 
soever ; On the contrary, we are utterly opposed to the dis- 
|gemination through the mails, or by any other means, of 
obscene literature, whether inspired or uninspired, and 
hold in measureless contempt and disgust its authors and 
disseminators, and we therefore call upon the so-called Chris- 
tian world to expunge from the so-called sacred Bible every 
passage that cannot be reed without covering the cheek of 
modesty with the blush of shame, and until such passages 
are expunged we demand that the laws against the dissemi- 
nation of obscene literature be impartially enforced. But 
we are in favor and guarantee Our «íforts and influence to 
enforce reasonable and effectiv laws in aid of the common 
‘law against obscenity, lotterier, bogus diplomas, financial 
and other frauds ; but we believe that such offenses should 
be and can be effectively punished and repressed in the 
same way that other offenses are, that is, by the common 
criminal laws and the courts, aided by police and detectiv 
officers, Who shall be responsible to the people or their 
elected officers, and not to churches or amateur theological 
criminal societies. 

6. Upon the grounds before stated we are unable to approve 
of the so-called ‘‘ Comstock’ legislation,” in either the state 
or general government, and we believe the results hav 
proved it to be fraught with serious dange? to the equal 
rights and liberties of our people : 

The incorporation within the several states of amateur 
semi-criminal, semi-theologic societies, and the employment 
of their sgents in no way responsible to the people to make 
accusations and arrests under laws enacted at their instiga- 
tion,is an exhibition of theologic assumption and govern- 
mental interference hostil to the impartiality and equality 
| of secular and popular government, which should be of the 
| people, for the people, and by the people ; that such laws 
‘and administration of criminal affairs practically deprives 
the citizen of his common law right of libesty until he 
injures another person, or property, or is accused in the first 
instance by a grand jury of his peers. 

The general government as the agent of the states and 
‘people in providing the postal service holds in time of peace 
-Bubatantiaiiy the relation of a common carrier ; that to admit 
its right to discriminate as to the meaning of matter which 
it will carry would beto admit a power that may be used 
‘arbitrarily for the suppression of particular classes of 
thought on political, religious, socíal, and moral subjecta, 
and would, therefore, be inconsistent with the total separa- 
tion of church and state, which is the prime demand of 
the National Liberal League. 

We. therefore, urge the repeal of the present United 
States postal laws known as the Comstock laws, for these, 
among other reasons : 

That, in the view of many whose judgment we respect, 
such laws are unconstitutional; they giv to the United States 
a criminal jurisdiction, dangerous and unlimited, extend- 
ing to every offense as to which it may be claimed that the 
post-office may hav been misused in its commission; such 
laws make the employment of decoy lettere, deceit, and es- 
pionage à necessary and recognized process of our criminal 
law, and so break down all confidence in the inviolability 
of the mails, and in the public morality of the government 
and the people; under such laws printed and other matter 
may be condemned and confiscated before publication and | 
without trial; that thus practically a postai censorship is 
constituted which violates the freedom of the press and 
speech as well as of the right of property; that by the trick 
of getting a letter or paper sent through a post-office, even 
within the same state, the agent, under these laws, gets 
jurisdiction in the United States Court over common law 
offenses, so that a trial js had before a judge appointed for 
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life and not responsible to the people, and a jury who are - 
not practically the peers nor of the vicinage of the accused, 
and where the definition of the court may leave the jury no 
alternativ but to convict. That while therefore we do not 
approve of any offenses that may hav been committed :by 
Lant, Train, Dr. Foote, Heywood, or Bennett, or others, 


|we regard their accusations and convictions as outrages 


that far exceed in enormity any offenses charged upon them. 
‘We regard such cases as attacks upon our common lew and 
constitutional rights and liberties, which must be resisted 
hereafter to the uttermost, and we recommend the appoint- 
ment of a special Defense Committee of this League, under 
Article III, Section 4, of its Constitution, to which all ques- 
tions of this kind, and all others within the meaning of that 
section, may be referred, . : 

We also demand a change of the administration of the 
law in regard to such cases, 80 that the jury, ard no judge 
or censor, may make and apply in each ease the de&nition 
of obscenity, and so that the jury may be the judges of both 
the law and the fact in all cases of obscene libels, as they 
are now in all other cases of libel; that all laws neces- 
sary in regard to these subjects be enforced by officers 
responsible to the people and to the secular govern- 
ment only; that all special amateur societies above referred 
to shall be abolished, and that Anthony Comstock .and sim- 
ilar agents should be dismissed and hav no pretense of legal 
sanction and ‘protection in the course of inquisition, false- 
hood, and outrage, - i 

This League upon the invitations heretofore received, 
heartily affiliates with the National Secular Society of 
England, of which Charles Bradlaugh is President, and 
Annie Besant and Edward Truelove are Vice-Presidents, and 
algo with the Federation of Freethinkers which lately held 
its session at Brussels in Belgium. That we join hands 
with them because we believe that although those societies 
may hav other special objeots, yet they seek to accom- 
plish substantially the objects of our League, and we 
hereby authorize our Board of Managers to attend any meet- 
ings of those bodies as delegates in their discretion, or to 
appoint other delegates thereto, who may act with the dele- 
gates which may also be sent by any of the auxiliaries of 
this League. m n : 

When the reading of the platform was concluded Col. 
Ingersoll arose from his seat, holding a paper in his hand, 
and was about to speak when a dozen shouted ‘‘ Platform,” 
and a score or more applauded him. When he reached the 
platform he said : . 

Mr. Chairman, I wish to offer the following resolution 
in place and instead of resolutions numbered 5 and 6: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Defense, whenever 
a person has been indicted for what he claims to hav 
been an honest exercise of the freedom of thought and ex- 
pression, shall investigate the case, and if it appears that 
such person has been guilty of no offense, then it shall be 
the duty of said committee to defend such person if he is 
unable to defend himself. 

Now allow me one moment to state my reagons, I do 
not, I hav npt, I never shall, accuse or suspect a solitary 
member of the Liberal League of the United States of being 
in favor of doing any act under heaven that he is not thor- 
oughly convinced is right. We all claim freedom of speech, 
and it is the gem of the human soul. "We all claim a right 
to express our honest thoughts. Did it ever occur to any 
Liberal that he wished to express any thought honestly, 
truly, and legally, he considered immoral?. How does it 
happen that we hav any interest in what i8 known as im- 
moral literature? I deny that the League has any interest in 
that kind of literature. Whenever we mention it, whenever 
we speak of it, we put ourselvs in false position, What do 
we want? We want to see to it that the church party shall 
not smother the literature of Liberalism. We want to see to 
it that the viper of intellectual slavery shall not sting our 
cause, We want it so that every honest man, so that every 
honest woman, can express his or her honest thought upon 
any subject in the world, And the question, and the only 
question, as to whether they are amenable to the law, in my 
mind, is, Were they honest ? was their effort to benefit 
mankind ? Was that their intention? And no man, no 
woman, should be convicted of any offense that that man 
or woman did not intend to commit, Now then suppose 
some person is arrested, and it is claimed that a work writ- 
ten by him is immoral, is illegal. Then I say let our Com-. 
mittee of Defense examine that case, and if our enemies are 
seeking to trample out Freethought under the name of im- 
morality, and under the cover and shield of our criminal 
law, then let us defend that man to the last dollar 
we hav. But we do not wish to put ourselvs in 
the position of general defenders of, all the slush 
that may be written in this or any other coun- 
try. You cannot afford to do it. . You cannot afford to put 
into the mouth of theology a perpetual and continual siur, 
You cannot afford todo it. And this meeting is not the 
time to go into the question of what authority the United 
States may hav over the mails. It is a very wide question, 
It embraces many others. Has the government # right to 
say what shall go into the mails? Why, in one sense, 
assuredly, Certainly they hav a right to say that you shall 
not gend a horse and wagon by mail. They hav a right to 
fix some limit ; and the only thing that we want is that the 
literature of hberty, the literature of real Freethought, 
shall not be discriminated against. And we know now as 
well as if it had been perfectly and absolutely demonstrated, 
that the literature of Freethought will be absoiutely pure. 
We know it. We call upon the Christian world to expunge 
obscenity from their book, and until that is expunged we 
demand that the laws against obscene literature shall be 
executed. And how can we, in the next resolution, say 
those laws ought all to be repealed ? We cannot do that, 
I hav always been in favor of such an amendment of the 
law that by no trick, by no device, by no judicial discre- 
tion, an honest, high, pure-minded man should be subjected 
to punishment simply for giving his best and his honest 
thought. What more do we need? What more can we 
ask? Lamas much opposed as my friend Mr. Wakeman 
can be to the assumption of the church that it is the guard- 
ian of morality. If our morality is to be guarded by that 
sentiment alone, then is the end come? ‘The natural in- 
stinct of self-defense in all mankind and in all organized 
society is the fortress of the morality in mankind. The 
church itself was at one time the Outgrowth of that same 
feeling, but now the feeling has outgrown the church. Now, 
then, we will hav a Committee of Defense. That Commit- 
tee will examin every case, Suppose some man has been 
indicted, and suppose he is guilty. Suppose he has endeav- 
ored to soil the human mind. Suppose he has been willing 
to make money by pandering to the lowest passions in the 
human breast, What will that Committee do with him 
then? We will say, ‘‘Go on; let the law take its course.” 
[Applause.] But if, upon reading his book, we find that xe 
is all wrong, horribly wrong, idiotically wrong, but in 
up our minds that he was honest in his „error, 1 will giv. 
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much as any other living man of my means to defend that 
man. And I telieve you will all bear me witness when I 
say that I hav the cause of intellectual liberty at heart as 
muchas I am capable of having anything at heart. And 
I know hundreds of others here just the same, I under- 
stand that. I understand their motiv. I believe it to be 
perfectly good, but I truly and honestly think they are 
mistaken. If we hav an interest in the business, I would 
fight for it. If our cause was assailed by law, then I say 
fight; and our cause is assailed, and I say fight. They will 
not allow me, in many states of this Union, to testifv. I 
say fight until every one of those laws is repealed. "They 
discriminate against aman simply because he is honest. 
Repeal such laws. The church, if it had the power to-day, 
would trample out every particle of free literature in this 
land. And when they endeavor to do that, I say fight. 
But there is a distinction wide as the Mississippi—yes, wider 
than the Atlantic, wider than all the oceans—between the 
literature of immorality and the literature of Freethought, 
One is & crawling; slimy lizard, and the other an angel with 
wings of light. Now, let us draw this distinction, let us 
understand ourselva, and do not giv to the common etemy 
a word covered with mire, a word stained with cloacs, to 
throw at us. We thought we had settled that question a 
year ago. We buried it then, and I say let it rot. 

Mr. Leland: We buried it then, but there has come up a 
new case—a new arrest here recently of an editor. 

Col. Ingersoll: If a cage has come up, we here are not 
well enough acqusinted with it to say whether the man is 
innocent or guilty, and, if my resolution is adopted, the 
Committee of Defense will examin that case. And that 
Committee, having the facts before it, will do what in their 
judgment is right; but if we commit ourselvs to the case 
before we understand it, it may turn out that the man is 
guilty, and then the whole world will ssy we were in favor 
of upholding immorality. 

The President: I would remind my friend that if there is 
anybody guilty it is a woman, and such is the iniquity and 
idiocy of this law that under it you can get hold and pun- 
ish perfectly innocent persons. A 

Mr. Leland: I hav written a report of that case, which I 
will submit to the Convention, 

Col. Ingersoll: I am willing to help defend that case. 

This question is of great importance. It is the most im- 
portant one we hav here. I hav fought this question; I am 
ever going to, and I will not allow anybody to put a stain 
upon me. "This questioa must be understood if it takes all 
summer. Here is a case in point. Some lady has written a 
work which, I am informed, is a good work, and that has 
nothing wrong about it. Her opinions may be foolish or 
wise. Let this Committee examin that case. If they find 
that she is a good woman, that she had good intentions, 
no matter how terrible the work may be, if her intentions 
are good, she has committed no crime. I want the honest 
thought. I think I hav always been in favor of it, But we 
havn't the time to go into all these questions, 

Then comes the question for this house to decide in a mo- 
ment whether these cases should hav besn tried in tne state or 
federal court. I want it understood that I hav confidence 
in the federal courts of the nation. There may be some bad 
judges, there may be some idiotic jurors. I think there was 
in that case [of Mr. Bennett]. But the Committee of De- 
fense, if I understand it, supplied means for the defense of 
thatman, They did, but are we ready now to decide in & 
moment what courts shall hav jurisdiction? Are we ready 
to say that the federal courts shail be denied jurisdiction in 
any case arising about the mails? Suppose somebody robs 
the mail. Before whom shall we try the robber? Try him 
before a federal judge? Why? , Because he has violated a 
federal law. We hav not any time for such an investigation 
as this. What we want to do is to defend free speech every- 
where. What we want to do is to defend the expression of 
thought in papers, in pamphlets, in bnoks. What we want 
to do is to see to it that these books, papers, and pamphlets 
are on an equality with all other books, papers, and pam- 
phlets in the United States mails. And then the next step 
‘we want to take, if any man is indicted under the pretense 
that he is publishing immoraljbooks, is to hav our Committee 
of Defense well examin the Case; and if we believe the man 
to be innocent we will help defend him if he is unable to de- 
fend himself; and if we find that tho law is wrong in that 
particular, we will go for the amendment of that law. I 
beg of you to hav some sense in this matter. We must hav 
it. If we don't, upon that rock we will split—upon that 
rock we will again divide. Let us not do it. The cause of 
intellectual liberty is the highest to the human mind. Let us 
stand bv it, and we can help all these people by this resolu- 
tion. We can do justice everywhere with it, while if we 
agree to the fifth and sixth resolutions that hav been cffered 
I say we lay ourselvs open to the charge, and it will be hurled 
against us, no matter how unjustly, that we are in favor of 
widespread immorality. 

Mr. Clarke: We are not afraid of it. 

Col, Ingersoll: You may say we are not afraid. I am 
not afraid. He only isa fool who rushés into unnecessary 
danger, e 

Mr. Clarke: What are you talking about anyway? 

Col, Ingersoll; I am talking with endeavor to put a little 
sense into such men as you. [Applause and laughter.] 
Your very question shows that it was necessary that I 
should talk, [Applause ] And now I move that my reso- 
Jution be adopted. 

Mr, Wakeman moved that it be added to that portion of 
the sixth resolution which recommended the constitution of 
the Committee of Defense. : 

Col. Ingersoll; I cannot agree to: the sixth resolution. I 
think nearly every word of it is wrong in principle. I think 
it binds us to a course of action that we will not be willing 
to follow; and my resolution covers every possible case. 
My resolution binds us to defend every honest man in the 
exercise of his right. I can't be bound to say that the gov- 
ernment hasn't control of its morale—that we cannot trust 
the federal courts—that, under any circumstances, at any 
time, I am.bound to defend, either by word or money, any 
man who Violates the laws of this country. 

Mr. Wakeman: We do not say that. 

Col. Ingersoli: I beg of you, I beseech you, not to pass 
the sixth resolution. If you do I wouldn't giv that [suap- 
ping his fingers] for the platform. A part ot the Comstock 
law authoriz38 une Vilest possible trick. We are all opposed 
to that 

Mr. ‘Leland; What is the question ? 

Col. Ingersoll; Don’t let us be silly. Don’t let us say we 
are 2pposed to what we ape not opposed to. If any man 
here 1s not opposed to putting down the yilest of all possible 
trash he ought to go home. We are opposed to only a part 
of the law—opposed to it whenever they endeavor to tram- 
ple Freethought under foot in the name of immorality, 
{ Applause. ] 

Mr. Wakeman: You hav heard Ool. Ingersoll at great 
length without regard (o the ten minute rule Now Jet me 
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First, We do not oppose the punishment of obscenity. 
There is no issue between the Colonel and me or you about 
We differ only as to the ways and means by which it 
should be done. We are opposed to the course of the 
churches in practically taking this kind of offenses out of 
the ordinary courts and officers of the law and by trick and 
device putting them in the hands of church committees for 
punishment through agents for whom a legal or legislativ 
sanction has been obtained. We are going to hit this church 
impudence, and will, and the Colonel should let us alone un- 
til he understands us, 

Col. Ingersoll: I am in that hitting business myself. 
[Laughter.] We are made to say in the first place in these 
resolutions that we are & little down on the federal courts— 
that we do not want to trust the United States courts. Now 
we turn right around and say we are opposed to the state 
societies. Now, if you are also opposed to what the state 
Societies do, that covers pretty nearly the whole ground. 
Don't it? [Applause.] 

Mr. Wakeman: No; Col. Ingersoll don't understand us. 
We are willing enough to trust the states, their laws, courts, 
and officers, to punish these offenses, just as they punish 
murder and other crimes and offenses. But we are not will- 
ing that special Comstock societies should be incorporated 
in the several states under church influences to take charge 


‘and investigate the punishment of any class ef offenses. 


This is a plain case of the union of church and state in the 
most dangerous and offensiv form. [Applause] It is 
these state Comstock societies and their doings that we op- 
pose in the states. We say that those offenses should be 
punished by secular laws administered and enforced by 
officers and judges responsible to the people only, just as 
they were punished for one hundred years before this Com- 
stock legislation was begun in either the states or the gen- 
eral government, Let us hav the regular officers, courts, 
and juries of the country. We are ready, and we guarantee 
in the fifth resolution to help the states and the common 
law officers to punish these offenses effectivly. I hav as 
much at stake in this matter as Col. Ingersoll I will do ali 
I can to make the common and state laws effectiv against 
these offenses as 1 would against murder or any crime. But 
if, after all possible effort, it cannot be done (which is 
ridiculous to suppose), I would not hand this delicate mat- 
ter over to the churches or their minions, Let us rather hav 
a Vigilance committee; anything rather than to abdicate the 
secular government and laws in favor of a church inquisi- 
tion with such men as Comstock at its head in order that they 
may be used ostensibly for a good purpose, but really that 
they may hold it as a hetchel over the Liberal thought of the 
country for all time. [Applause.] 

Col. Ingersoll: I don’t know how any laws against vice 
can be held as a hetchel over us. 

Mr. Wakeman: They can, because they put in the hands 
of.the churches the power of instigating and controling. 
these prosecutions instead of the common officers of the law, 
and because the instigation of such proceedings is practi- 
cally ruin and even death to the victim. The churches can 
use this instrument to bring down a Liberal editor whenever 
they wish, and they do it. It is simply astonishing to me 
that Col. Ingersoll should stand here and ask us to submit 
toit. [Applause.] It isas a threat to Liberal thought; and the 
churches are having these Comstock societies incorporated 
as fast as possible in the several states from Massachusetts 
to iowa. They are all wrong, against the common law and 
the spirit of the institutions of our country. We are not 
equal before the laws as long as we hav a semi-clerical aris- 
tocracy to punish whom they please and let alone whom 
they please. We sre equal when the common law is impar- 
tially executed by secular officers. Consider a moment how 
effectiv in punishment and yet how careful of liberty the 
common law is. Ifa person injures person or property he 
may be arrested at once and held to bail. If he has com- 
mitted such an offense and is liable to escape he may be 
arrested upon warrant obtained upon affidavit before a 
magistrate. But in all other cases the charge against any 
oue must be presented in the first instance before a grand 
jury who are sworn to secrecy, and if they find it unneces 
sary to make an accusation by indictment the matter drops 
and no injury to the accused is done, and the innocent is 
thus wisely protected. lf they find a true bill the trial is 
had before a petit or trial jury of the neighborhood who are 
the equals of the accused, and there is no great church in- 
fluence to make 2 horror and a prejudice through the relig- 
ious and secular press which generally overwhelms both 
court and jury. 

The experience of ages has proved this to be the wise, 
safe, effectiv, and only true way of punishing crimes and 
offenses of all kinds. In case of libels, obscene or other, 
the jury should be the judges of the law and the fact and of 
the definition of obscenity. For there can be no absolute 
definition of such arelativ word. The jury must decide 
what it is and apply it in and according to the nature and 
necessities of each Gase. A cast-iron definition like that of 
Judge Benedict will work unspeakable hardship, wrong, and 
mischief, 

A return to this American state secular administration 
of the law is called for in the fifth and sixth resolutions.. It 
is sound, just, effectiv, and healthy—in accordance with the 
immemorial,usage of our ancestors and the constitution of 
every state and of the United States. The question is, Bhall 
we substitute a Comstock theocracy in the place of it? 
Your Committee on Resolutions say they will not consent 
to do it. [Applause. ] . 

Now let us pass to the second part of the 6:h resolution, 
which refers to this Comstock legislation in the United 
States or general government. ‘hese resolutions are drawn 
80 as to carry their reasons with them, so that a child can 
understand them if he reads them carefully and honestly, 
This was done so that if any one chooses to misrepresent us 
and say that we were in favor of these offenses instead of 
saying that we were against Comstockism, then these reso- 
tions would tell him and the world that he is a liar and a 
slanderer, and that the truth is not in him. 7 

Now, notwithstanding all this care, my learned friend 


Colonel Ingersoll seems to be in asad state of confusion, |. 


There is no question but that the mails are to be run by the 
general government—but what for? I answer, For postal 
purposes only, and not as a Censorship of the press or of 
morals or of politics. My friend asks, Can't the federal 
government do what it pleases with its own post-offices ? 
Lanswer, No. They and the whole government belong to 
the people under the Constitution. He asks, Can't they 
send a horse and carriage by mail if they choose? I answer, 
They cannot, because it is impractical, inconvenient. But 
they cannot refuse to send Paine’s '' Age of Reason,” be- 
cause that would be unconstitutional, unequal, unpostal, 
and contrary to the spirit of our republican democratic gov- 
ernment. [Applause] Just as soon as you admit of postal 
discriminations as to the meaning of what is mailed, your 
liberties are lost. [Applause.] There is no power granted 
by the Constitution to the federe] government which allows! 


in our republic. 


its officers to do what they please with the post-office with 
out regard to the liberty and equality of: the people or the: 
freedom of the press, Our friend speaks. as though ‘the’ 
federal government owned the post-offices as private prop- 
erty—as theirs. He has let some bad law and bad politics 
get hold.of him. ‘There is no safety for Liberals and a free 
press under such views ss he has expressed. . The resolu-: 
tions name but a few of the editors who hav been stricken 
down uvder his version of the Constitution. Indeed 
who is safe? Is Mr. Mendum or Mr. Underwood? Now 
here in the West the United States courts hav Mr. Barter in 
charge, and who next? [Applause] There was much 
sense in that sreech of Mr. Grover this morning about the 
return of our Republican leaders to the centralizing tradi- 
tions of Hamilton and the old Federalists in regard to what 
they call the Nation. They want to make the federal. gov- 
ernment the supervisor and censor of the morals and litera- 
ture of the people through tis post-office. We must not fol- 
low our friend there. We must remember the lessons of 
Thomas Jefferson and Thomas Paine. The general govern- 
ment is to be made no stronger than the Constitution made 
it, and the people are to be made self-reliant in executing 
their laws, so as not to need its censorship or espionage 
either in the mails or out. Politicians talk as though the. 
people and states were merely the appendages of the federal 
government, and everything should be committed to it. 
That is a dangerous tendency. [Applause.] Let me take 
an example not affected by the disgusting subject of ob- 
scenity:  _ ; " 
There was a few weeks ago a ‘ Dr." Buchanan charged 

with running a bogus medical diploma college at Philadel- 
phia. Now who is in favor of bogus diplomas? NotI nor 
you, not a bit more than we are in favor of obscenity or lot- 
teries or financial frauds, but I believe that the way in 
which he was broken up was worse than his diplomas and 
will in the end do more harm. Was there not iron enough in 
the great state of Pennsylvania to make a pair of tongs 


large enough to put this wretch into the Delaware? It 


seems not, for that great state had to abdicate its criminal 
laws in favor of the United States. Even they had to pro: 
ceed indirectly, by authoriziog through these U. 8. Com- 
Stock postal laws, an ‘‘agent” of one of these church so- 


.eieties to decoy the ‘‘ Dr,” tosend a bogus diploma through 


the United States mail in Philadelphia, and thea he wag 
arrested, not for his real offense, but for a ‘‘ misuse of the 
United States post-office,” and held to bail for trial in the 
sum of $10,000, by a United States commissioner. . 
Was there ever anything more absurd or ridiculous ? or 
in its final results as a precedent were dangerous? [Ap- 
plause ] Now let them howl that I am in favor of bogus 
diplomas, because I would hav had this man detected and 
punished squarely ànd.honorably for his real offense by 


-the state in which he lived and by its secular law detectiva, 


courts, and juries. We all want him punished if guilty, 
but there are some ways of punishing an offense far worse 
than the offense itself, and tnis church trick. of extending 


„unlimited federal jurisdiction over common law offenses is 


plainly one of them. [Applause.] T 
Then again we are opposed to the sending of decoy letters. 


.This must necessarily be resorted to by these United States 


church agents in order to get this federal jurisdiction. 

That should not be the process of the law in any free and 

decent country. It makes the accused commit the offense 

and then furnish evidence against himself. It is in every 
way debasing. It makes us feel and we are justified in 
feeling, as I hav proved in late numbers of THE TRUTE 
SEEKER, that there is no safety in the United States mails. 
We demand laws that shall make the mails inviolable, even 
against the postal officials and the churches. There is no 
such thing as freedom of speech or of the press until that. 
is done, Itistime to look out for the safety of our press. 

That one woman who sits among us and whose publisher is 
in jail under the ban of these clerical bloodhounds appeals 
to us With a much higher eloquence than ever fell from the 
lips of our gifted friend. [Applause] I hav shown that 
the laws now on the statute book with the Supreme Court 
interpretation of them leave it to special agents and officials 
of the post-office to open and discriminate as to the mean- 
ing of mailed matter and to refuse to forward it upon their 

own judgment and inspection if contrary to this legislation, 

and thus to confiscate it and destroy it without any kaowl-. 
edge of the party sending it. 

Such legislation was never thought nor dreamed of as 
possible or constitutional under oür government until this 
theological coterie recently introduced it into the laws of 
the states and the Union. We shall never be men until we 
take those laws out, and return to the equality of the com- 
mon secular law. We must say to the churches, This sort 
of trickery, inequality, and espionage—this impudence of 
yours-—must stop now and forever, in this secular republic. 
[Applause. ] 

Now turn to another point. By this post-office trick the 
accused is thrown into the United States courte. Is 
that safe or right?. It is a cheap thing for lawyers 
to.compliment the federal judiciary. Many of them 
hav been and are doubtless good, learned, and honor- 
able men, but their irresponsible power is the anomaly 
He alone never has need to think 
of the people. His office and pay are for life. He cannot 
be impeached except by a process that can’t be successfully 
gone through. with once in a century. Need we wonder 
that, as the fact is, the greatest outrages hav been perpe- 
trated by such judges ? : horde 

Then the juries in those courts are the minions of its 
marshal and clerks selected from a large extent of territory, 
in no sense the peers nor of the vicinage of the accused. 
Neitber he, hisfamily, nor condition nor motivs are known 
tothem, He is a mere victim, a sacrifice. For under such 
circumstances the church influences are simply overwhelm- 
ing. The jury not being judges of tho law or of the definition 
hav nothing to do but to record the verdict practically made 
for them. ‘That isthe general result in the federal courts. 
Comstock justly boasts that be never is defeated in those 
courts, ana why should he be ? 

Need I go further? Need I say that such irresponsible 
societies and agents hav unlimted opportunities for black- 
mail and terrorism, and they practice them both ? 

Now, if you take Col. Ingersoll’s proposition as a substi- 
tute instead of an amendment, as I offer it, what do you do? ` 
You are made to approve of Comstockism from root to 
branch. All of these Comstock societies, this abandonment 
of the common secular law and the states, all of the trickery 
jurisdiction of the federal courts, all of this censorship, 
decoy, and espionage, in short, this.-whole enormity becomes 
yours! You are asked to father it all, and simply ask the 
position of becoming a critic over it, when it may take up an 
innocent case, 

I don't want to compete with Comstock as a judge or cen- 
sor. I want him to return that business to the officers, 
courts, and juries, those to whom it legally and constitu- 
tionally belongs, I sey to bim, Your legislation is wrong in 


principle. Go back to the common law and its secular ad-! 
wWinistration by officers of the people. Let them pull up the 
offender, avd if he is found guilty by a jury let him be pun- 
ished; let bim go to hell where he belongs. 

A lady: What right has a Liberal to send any one to 
hell? Tar oe , 

Mr. Wekeman : Let him go to the bad—the eternal -bow- 
wows if you prefer. | : 4 : 

What I mean is that if a person is properly convicted of 
these offenses by the secular law and its jury Iam the last 
one to object. They are the final umpire as to such offenses 
in all popular government. ButI will not vote to hav this 
League indorse Comstock and his legislation avd influence 
and methods, and then set up a committeeof defense sim. 
ply to hold him in check. I don't propose to admit church 
government in crizninal affairs and then see if we can’t limit 


itio punishing the guilty only. I insist upon rooting out 
the upas tree root and branch. [Applause] ‘The effect of 
Col. Ingersoll’s substitute is to make us a Comstock society. 
I don’t say that he means Èt, but he does it effectually. Do 
not vote for his substitute tinless you want to sustain Com- 
stock, hig churches, and their dictation, as your accuser and 
censor instead of the law of the land. [Apvlause.] ‘This is 
not a question of eloquence or persona) influence‘or admira- 
tion. It ia a question of statesmanship, of duty, and of 
right. The consequences may reach far into the future. 
Tbe friends of liberty will staud firm. [Applause.] 

Col. Ingersoll: You know as well as L that there are cer- 
tain books not fit to go through the mails—books and pic- 
tures not fit to be delivered. : 

Mr. Wakeman: That is 80, è f 

Col. Ingersoll: There is nota man here but what is in favor 
when those books and pictures come into the control of thè 
United States of burning them up when tkey are manifestly 
obscene. You don’t want any grand jury there. 

Mr. Wakeman: Yes, we do. 

Col. Ingersoll: No, we don't. 
obscene burn them up. 

A delegate: Who is to be judge of that? 

Col. Ingersoll: There are books that nobody differs about, 
There are certain things about which we can use discretion. 
If that discretion is abt'sed, & mam has his remedy. We 
stand for the free thougint of this country. We stand for 
the progressiv spirit of the United States. We can’t afford 
to say that all these laws should be repealed. If we had 
time to investigate them we could gay in what they should 
be amended. Don’t tie us to this nonsense—to the ides, that 
we hav an interest in immoral literature. Let us remember 
that Mr. Wakeman is sore, He had a case before the fed. 
eral courts, and he imagins, having lost that case, you can- 
not depend on them. I hav lost hundreds of cases, I hav 
‘as much confidence in the federal courts as in the state 
courts. I am not to be a pariy to throwing a slur upon the 
federal judiciary. All we want is fair play. We want the 
same chance for our doctrins that others hav ‘for theirs. 
And how this infernal question oi obscenity ever got into 
the Liberal League I couid never understand. Jf an inno. 
cent man is convicted of larceny should we repeal all the 
laws onthe subject ? I don't pretend to be better than other 
people. It is exsy to talk right—so easy to be right that I 
never care to hav the luxury of being wrong. 1 am advo- 
cating something that we can stand upon. I do not mis- 
understand Mr. Wakeman's motivs. I believe they are 
perfectly good—that he is thoroughly honest. Why not 
just-say we will stand by freedom of thought and its ex- 
a pression ? Why not say that we are in favor of amending 
any law that is wrong? But do not make the wholesale 
statement that sll these laws ought to be repealed. They 
ought not to be repealed. Some of them are good. The 
law against sending instruments of vice in the mails is good, 
as ig the law against Sending obscene books.and piciurer, 
and the law against letting ignorant hyenas prey upon sick 
people, and the law which prevents the getters-up of bogus 
lotteries sending their levters through the mail. 

Mr. Green moved to lay the substitute on the table. 

Parker Pillsbury moved to adjourn uatil 8 o’clock, and 
the motion ‘prevailed. ` : 


When they are manifestly 


EVENING SESSION. 

The evening’s session opened with singing. After this 
introduction Mr. Green got up and made a plea for tolera. 
tion and harmony, and in favor of laying on the table the 
firebrand resolutions which had disturbed the peace of the 
afternoon's session—those in relation to the Comstock busi- 
ness, together with the amendments thereto. The motion 
to table was lost by a vote of 58 to 25, Ool. Ingersoll then 
withdrew his amendment, offered at the afternoon session, 
and moved to lay on the table resolution No. 6. On that 
resolution he called forthe yeas and nays. 

“Lam going to do what I can to keep this League from 
destroying itself,” said Col. Ingersoll ‘‘ We hav 1,050 
votes, and are endeavoring here to-night with 25 yeas and 
58 nays to saddle upon 1,050 votes a doctrin that may be of 
jufinit importance.” . 

The motion to lay on the table was lost by a vote of 62 to 
26. Many delegates charged Col. Ingersoll with ‘‘ fllibuster- 

un . . 

US am not filibustering,” said Col. Ingersoll, “and 1 
now move to strike out of resolution 6 the words, * We 
therefore urge the repeal of the present Uaited Btates postal 
Jawa,’ and insert therein, ‘that we sppoint a committee of 
five to examin said laws and report to & future Congresa 
wherein they should be amended 80 that perfect freedom of 


` the press and of conscience shall not be endangered.’ Anq 


on that motion { call the yeas and nays.” 

But the question was a debatable one, and the discussion 
which foluwed was lively. Mrs. Dr. Severance, of Mil- 
waukee, had something to say against fiübustering and in 
favor of voting on the 1esolution as it stood. 3 

W. B.Jarvis of Chicago, denounced the movement to. 
flood the mails with the stuff which the vilest scoundrels 
were writing and printing, He had daughters, and objected 
to anybody sending them any of this sort of stufi. — 

George Lynn, of Rockford, wasn’t afraid ot being con- 
taminated by an association with a bad man or abad woman, 
and informed the Convention that nis girls were equally 
Strong minded. : . " 

Mrs Colman told the Convention that it Mr. Jarvis 
would take care of his sons, his daughters would take care 
ot themeelvs. The thing to do was to let the girls read the 
scientific literature about themselvs—obecene, as some 
called it—that they might take care of themaelvs. 

Prof. Rawson said tne church couldn't efurd to destroy 
obscene literature. lt reaped a barvest out of it. The fact 
was that the Comstock laws, instead of destroying this 
class of literasurc, were used as a means of oppression 
against Freethinkers, 

"The Rev. Mr. Burnham, of Michigan, asked the very 
practical question what difference it would make to gods or 
deyils whether the resolution was adopted or not, and int:- 
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mated that it- would be good sense to unite on essentials and 
let the hobbies go. 

Mrs. Lake wanted to know what all this talk about gep- 
aration of church and state amounted to unless they took a 
decided stand against the church snd its favorit Comstock 
laws. It was well enough to meet and talk year after year, 
but it was time to do something toward actually separating 
church and state. j 

Mr. Hall, of St. Jobn, Ill, didn't care what the news- 
papers or anybody eise said about him. He was opposed 
to Comstock and Comstock’s laws, the church, and about 
everything else, including the Republican party. ` 

W. Gorsuch, of Baltimore, wanted anything and every- 
thing sent through the mails, no matter how vile and pol- 
luted it might be, and was everlestingly opposed to the 
Comstock laws because they were unjust, and were used as 
engines of opposition against such good and pure men as 
D M. Bennett. 

Mr. McCracken, of Michigan, objscted to that portion of the 
resolutions placíhg the League on the defensiv, aud to the use 
of the word ‘‘ obscene," The organization was not the advo- 
cate of immorsliw and obscenity, but the charge that it was 
Gould not be removed by resolution. It could only be re- 
moved by correct iives on the part of the Liberals. In con- 
clusion, Mr. McCracken effered the following substitute for 
the six!h resolution : i 

Resolved, That we denounce all laws which, under the 
pretext of conserving the public morals, are placed as 
weapons in the hands of superstition, to be wielded by mod- 
ern Protestant. Jesuit inquisitors, their spies, and informers, 
for the suppression of Freethought; and that, as regards the 
so-called Comstock postal lawe, while a large majority of 
the Liberals of the country believe them to be in conflict 
With the spirit of the federal Constitution, yet, waving that 
question for the time being, we demand that they be so mod- 
ified as to remove all ambiguity as to their meaning, and 
that their execution be surrounded by such checks and 
guards as will protect citizens in their right of freely pub- 
lishing their opinions aud circulating them through the 
mails. 

Parker Pillsbury objected to Col. Ingersoli's presence on 
the platform during tue previous voting and to his alleged 
filibustering motions. 

Col. Ingersoll rose and said, I wish to say one word in de- 
fense of my motion. I moved to strike out that part of the 
resolution No. 6 which calls for the repeal of the postal 
laws, and I wish to giv my reasons. 

I am not in favor of the repeal of those laws. I hav 
never been, and I never expect to be. But I do wish that 
every law providing for the punishment of a criminal of- 
fense should distinctly define the offense. That is the obj :c- 
tion to this law, that it does not define the offense, so tnat 
an American citizen can readily know when he is about to 
violate it, and consequently the law ought in all probability 
to be modified in that regard. Iam in favor of every law 
defining with perfect distinctness the offense to be punished, 
but I cannot, I hav the cause of Freethought too much at 
heart, to say by wholesale these laws should be repealed. 
Neither will I consent to the repeal simply because the 
church is in favor of those laws, In so far as the church 
agrees with me, I congratulate the church. In so far as 
superstition is willing to help me, good! I am willing to 
accept it. I believe, also, that this League is upon a secu- 

lar basis, and there should be nothing in our platform that 
would prevent any Christian from acting with us. What is 
our platform ? And we ought to leave it as itis, It needs 
no amendment. Oar platform is.for a secular government. 
Is it improper in a secular government to endeavor to pre- 
vent the spread of obscene literature ? It is the business of 
a secular government to do it, but if that government at- 
tempts to stamp out Freethought in the name of obscenity, 
it is then for the friends of Freethought to call for a defini- 
tion of the word, and such a definition as will allow Free- 
thought to go every where through all the mails of the United 
States. We are also in favor of secular,schoois, Good. We 
are in favor of doing away with every. law that discriminates 
against a man on account of his belief. Good. We are in 
favor of universal education, Good. Weare in favor of the 
taxation of church property. Good—because the experience 
of the world shows that where you allow superstition to 
own property without taxing it, it will absorb the net 
profits. Is it time now that we should throw into 
the scale, against ali those spleudid purposes, an effort 
to repeal some postal laws against obscenity ? . As well 
might we turn ihe League into an engine to do away 
with all laws against the sale of stale eggs. What hav we 
todo with those things? Is it possible that Freethought 
can be charged with being obscene? Is it possible that, if 
the charge is made, itcan be substantiated? Can you not 
attack any superstition in the world in perfectly pure Jan- 
guage? Can you not attack anythiag you please in per- 
fectly pure language? Aud where a man intends right, no 
law should find him guilty; and if the law is weak in that 
respect, let it be modified. But I say to you that I cannot 
go with any body of men who demand the unconditional 
repeal of these laws. [Cheers.] I believe in liberty as 
much as any man who breathes. L£ will do as much, accord- 
ing to my ability, as any other man to make this an abso- 
lutely free and secular government. I will do as much as 
any other man of my strength and of my intellectual power 
to giv every human being every right that I claim for mv. 
self. But this obscene law business is a stumbling block. 
Had it not been for this, instead of the few people voting 
nere—less than one hugdred— we would hav had a Congress 
numbered by thousands. Had it not been for this business, 
the Liberal League of the United States would to-night hold 
in its hand tne political destiny of the United S:ates. In- 
stead of that, we aav thrown away our power upon a ques- 
tion in which we are not interested. Instead of that, we 
hav wasted our resources and our brain for the repeal of a 
law that we don’t want repealed. If we want anything, 
we simply wanta modification. Now, then, don't stain this 
cause by such a course. And don’t understand that I am 
pretending, or am insinuating, that any one here is in favor 
of obscene literature. It is a question, not of principle, but 
of means, and I beg parcon of this Convention if I hav done 
anything 80 horrible as has been described by Mr. Pillsbury. 
I regret it if 1 hav ever endeavored ty trample upon the 
rights of this Convention. 

There is one thing I hav not done—I hav not endeavored 
to cast five votes when [ didn’t hava solitary vote. Let us 
be fair; let us be fair. I hav simply given my vote. i wish 
to trample upon the ríghis of no one; and when Mr. Pijls- 
bury gave those votes he supposed he had a rignt to giv 
them; and if he had a right, the voies would hav been 
counted. I attribute nothing wrong to him, bat I say this: 
I hav the right to make a motion in this Congress. ] hav the 
right to argue that motion, but [hav no more righis thau 
any other member,and I claim none. But I want to say to 
you—and | want you to Kuow it and feel it —that i want to 
act with every Liberal man and womaa in this world. I 
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want you to know it and feel it that I want to do everything 
I. can to get every one of these statutes off our books that 
discriminates against a man because of his religious belief, 
that I am in favor of a secular government, and of all these 
rights. But I cannot, and I will not, operate with any or- 
ganization that asks for. the unconditional repeal of those 
laws. I will stand alone, and I hav stood alone, Ican tell 
my thoughts to my couuugmen, and I shall do it, and what- 
ever position you take, whether I am with you or not, you 
will find me battling everywhere for the absolute freedom 
of the human mind. You will find me battling every where 
to make this world better and grander; and whatever my 
personal conduct may be, I shall endeavor to keep my theo- 
ries right. I beg of you, I implore you, do not p.ss the 
resolution'No. 6. It ia not for our interest; it will do ug no 
good. It will lose u3 hosts of honest, splendid friends, Do 
not do it; it will be a mistake; and the only reason | offered 
the motion was to giv the members time to think this over. 
Iam not pretendivg to know more than other people. I 
am perfectly willing to say that iu many things I know less, 
But upon this subject | want you to think, no matter 
whether you are afraid of your sona, your daughters, your 
wives, or your husbands. That isn'tit, I don’t want the 
splendid prospects of this League put in jeopsrdy upon such 
an issue as this. I hav no more to Say. Butif that resolu- 
tion is passed, all I hav to say is that, while I shall be for 
liberty everywhere, I cannot act with this organizition, and 
I will not. 

Mr. Wikeman: In a few minutes this discussion must 
close, for we cannot hav this house after midnight. Most 
of Col. Ingergoll’s objections hav been ably answered by the 
friends who hav spcken on the amendments which hav been 
voted down. 

His last speech has given us in substance a confusion and 
two threats. Icall you to witness that not one of the argu- 
ments for the resolutions has been answered. Tue confu. 
sion, which he persists in, is that we want all laws against 
improper literatura, lotteries, and frauda repealed. That is 
notso. Our resolution favors the repeal of Comstock legis- 
lation only. There are laws in every state on these subjects 
which, in the fifth resolution, we expressly guarantee to 
amend if necessary and to enforce effectivly. Thoselawa we 
do not ask to repeal nor wish to repeal. They hav nothing 
to do with this Comstock legislation. That legislation only 
it is which brings the church into the district-sttorney's 
cfüces of the states as prosecutor, and into the post-office 
as a decoy and censor, and givs the United Siates courts 
juriediction aver common-law offenses, in committing which 
1t is Claimed that the post-office has been ‘‘ misused.” 

We are opposed only to these new fangled Comstoek no- 
tions, and we mean to hav them 'checked and finally re- 
moved; but we are not opposed to proper and efficient laws 
on all these subjecta. 

If the Colonel cannot stand with us in our opposition to 
Comstockism, we must stand alone. He says we cannot 
afford to hav the League heralded as the champion of ob- 
scenity, though he admits the charge would be false. He 
cannot afford to hav hie name smirched, even falsely, and 
80 he must Withdraw. But these charges are false, and he 
admits them to be false. How idle, then, are his final argu- 
ments, which amount to this: The churches and news- 
papers will abuse us, and he must withdraw ? 

‘Threats are the poorest arguments possible. He has mis- 
taken the spirit of this League and the people before him. 
Certainly the storm of abuse and falsehood will come, and 
all the stronger if he withdraws, for that will be a pretext 
that will be used to justify au avalanche of obloquy. We 
know it all; but wiil that change one of your votes? It 
would be an insult to suppose so. Sunshine Liberals are of 
lile use in this world. You are evidently not of them. 

Let the storm rage; we will stand firm and look aloft! 
We can do no other way. We know that the sun of truth 
will not be extinguished by the clouds. Its day will come. 

As to his withdrawal, it will be unfortunate to him. per- 
haps, to us certainly. But this question immeasurably 
transcends all personal interests and affections. Though 
we love this man as our brother, shall we hesitatea moment 
on this account? Would he respect us if we did? or, what 
is worse, could we ever after respect ourselvs? I am sorry 
he has presented the issue in this way. Ingersoll is great, 
but liberty, truth, and duty are greater. He has placed him- 
self against feartul odds, We can st ind it if he can. 

But can he really withdraw from us? He agrees with 
us a8 to everything except our opposition to Comstockism. 
That is the chasm between us. But what can he do if he 
withdraws to the other side of that murky river? He can 
only run over there on a line parallel with us and having 
the same destination. But in doing it he and not we will be 
out in the dark and the cold. He will hav to call to us to 
know what ot the night, and must regard us as allies, or else 
he must wander off into the bogs of theology, No; he will find 
us his truest and best friends after all. The eternal laws of 
truth and liberty bind us together. "They are the basis of a 
union between us even he can never destroy. ‘' Honor 
bright" is his motto and should be ours. I could wish 
that it had admonished him not to burden or influence us 
with this threat or annouscement of withdrawal in this 
crisis. Had he quietly foided his tent and stulen away like 
the Arabs after tue vote he wouid hav saved many of us a 
pang of personal grief, and lett the result the same. Yet 
this laying aside of our dearest ties in devotion to the lb- 
erty that bas celled us together will unite, inspire, and raise 
us higher than ever. It is an ennobling consecration to sac- 
rifice for the right. Let ue, then, feariessly make the risk 
of our good name aud our friendship if need be—thank- 
ful that liberty, so often served by blood, demands no 
more terrible sacrifice from us. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, 1 ask for the question upon the 
adoption of the report. 

Mr, Green also tureatened his resignation in case the rego- 
lution was adopted. The threat was greeted with derision 
and suppressed cries of “Good riddance” from the lowa 
prasach. 

Mr. J. P. Mendum, of Boston, held that the Infidels had 
maue iheir name respectable—more 80 thau it was to be 
called a Republican, a Democrat, or a church-member, 
They were the young, Liveral America, and they would, 
when they got into power, amelivrace the legislativa of the 
country. ‘Laey were not licentious, ss had been charged 
upon them, and they would not stoop their backs to receive 
the burden which the churches were trying to buckle upon 
them. Tne old Abolition party had been opposed as Ahe- 
isis, but they stood up maufuliy against 1t, and the church 
to-day was reaping tue benefit of their manfulness, Aud 
now they would not back dowa òn account of anything 
which Coms.ock, Darksa by all the churches, chose i0 say 
agaust them. 

The amendments of Mr. McUracken and Col. Ingersoll 
were lost, and the resolutions as reported by the Comwittee 
udopied alinost unanimously. 


(Continued on page 640.) 
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Jael and Sisera. 
BY ALHAZA. 
Worn and Weary, loveliest maiden, 
Almoned-eyed, sweet, let me in, 
That with gold thy tent doth glimmer, 
Burning jewels flash within.” 


Enter; now command thy servant, 
I will heed thy lightest wish; 

Here are grapes and choicest fatling, 
Butter in a lordly dish. 


Fragrant are thy robes with spices, 
Like the night flowers, scent divine, 
Take my head upon thy bosom, 
Lull me with delicious wine. 


Glorious forms seem hovering round me, 
While this precious draught I sip; 
Serpent woman, thou hast drugged it, 
Lat me die upon thy lip. 


Now I sink and fall from heaven. 
While the iron enters deep; 
. miling serpent, still caress me, 
Dark Jehovah. bring me sleep. 


Revelations of Antichrist 


CONCEBNING 
Christ and Christianity. 


"ANTIOHRIST" proves from history that James 
Kepha /Cephas, alias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Christian era, and so did Jesus 
Ohrist—indeed, many Christs and many by the 
name of Jesus. 

The book contains 446 pages. with a full Index 
and tableof contents. Price. $2.90. 


A New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY, 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 
Graduate of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College 
| and the New York Phrenological 

Institute. 


This work is intended both as a chart for the 
use of phrenologists and a text-book for stu- 
dents of phrenology. As a chart it will be 
fonnd fuller and more complete than any other 
work of its size on this subject. It contains in 
addition to the " Table of Developments," one 
of “Adaptation to Different Pursuits,” and one 
of "Oonjugal Adaptation.” These tables being 
perfectly easy to understand, are calculated to 
render the work at once both interesting and 
useful. The work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 

. functions, health. ete., and all the faculties and 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvement, Its explanation 
of the principles of phrenology, ote., and its 
other important remarks will be found well 
adapted to the needs of students and others 
who may desire to acquire an elementary knowl- 
edge of phrenology with as little outlay of time 
and labor as possible. In short, thigwork will 
be found well adapted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and phrenological examiners. 

The work contains 105 pages, With an excellent 
map of the head, showing the locations of all 
the taculttes, and is Pn 

ound, Price, paper, 50 cents; elo 

dress D. M. BEN 
: 141 Eighth 8t., N. Y. 


rinted and 
. 15 cente. 
NETT, 


LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 
Thomas Paine, F. E, Abbot, 
Paine’s Bust. Frothingham, 
Paine’s Monument, endell Phillips, 
Voltaire. Merson, 
Rousseau, Garrison, 
Humboldt, - Henry Bergh, 

oethe, Peter Cooper, 
Schiller, D. R. Burt, 

Aug, Comte, 8. P. Andrews, 
eine. Walt Whitman, 
Alex. Hake, Froude, 
John Milton, Max Muller, 
oldsmith. Warren Ohase, 
Shelley, Jas. Parton, 
Byron. Wm. Denton. 
urns, Dr. Slade 
‘Washington, A.J. Davis 
Franklin Foster. 
Jefferson. J. M. Peebles, 
John Adams, Frances Wright, 
J. Q. Adama, E. V. Wilson, 
Madison, G. L. Henderson. 
Jackson. Prof. Fiske. 
Lincoln, Ered Douglas, 
Lincoln’s Monument. N. P. Banks. 
gorrit Bmith, ia Y Nasby. 
enry O. Wright, eecher, 
p Mm. "ton. 
umner, oulton. 
Edgar A, Poe. G. W. Curtis, 
Greeley. Th. Nast, 
Castellar, J. G. Bennett, 
Tennyson. Ohas. A. Dana, 
Darwin. Phoebe Carey. 
Tyndall. Alice AA 
H Spencer, Elizabeth O. Stanton, 
E uxlor. usan B. Anthony. 
roctor, ucy Stone, 
Draper. Julia Ward Howe, 
Bradlaugh, as. Oheney, 
Holyoakoe, Paulina Davis. 
Ingersoll. ary F. Davis, 
Underwood, Emma H, Britten 
Mendum. Lizzie Fowler. 
Beaver, Mrs. Slenker. 
L. Colby. Busan H. Wixon. 
Dr. Hare D. M. Bennett. 
Judge J. W. Edwards, W.S. Bell. 
Lizzie Doten. J, C. Bundy. 
Mrs, J. Conan 8. 8. Jones. 
Dr. Mary E. Walker Asa K. Butts, 


r. 
full figure). W. F. Jamieson. 
boo. Francis Train. Kersey Graves. 
H. L. Green. « 


Was Christ a God? 


Conclusions Drawn from 
Apostolic Writings. 
BY F. MENSIGA. 


OoxNTENTS.—Questionasble Dogmas. Supersti- 
tion and Religion, the Appearance of Christ, 
the Lite of Onrist, Comments and Explanations 
ot Jude. James. John, Peter, Paul (ail his epis- 
tles), Acts, the Four 
Summary. Erroneous Theories of Deity. Heav- 
en, Devil, Hell.the Author's Intuitions, Evolu- 
A work of strength and merit. 


tion of Lite. 
An octavo volume of 253 pages, 
Sold at this office. 


Gospels, Revelations, a | 
$60 


it 
Price, $1,50. | 


THE , 
Anonymous Hypothesis 


. 
Creation. 
A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
Account. 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Cloth; price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth Bt.. N. Y. 


WHY DON'T GOD KILL 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, . 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East," ** Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
. extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 
404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets. but 
asdiving beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. — 

Power. eloquence, and originality character- 
ize ‘‘ Nathaniel Vaughan ? to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels.—Illustrated Lon- 
don News. 

An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance Buch ag 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own, It is really an artistic composition. 
with & sound moral expressed,though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas,— Wesiminster Review. 

D. M. BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Eighth St.. N.Y 


THE DEVIL? 


A series of Essays dedicated to the St. Johns 
(Mieh.) School Board. 


BY M. BABCOCK. 


An Occult Mystery. 
WHO CAN SOLVE IT? 


A new phenomenal means of curing the sick. 
Safe, reliable, astonishing, successful, available 
everywhere. Address 

DR. J. M. MOSELEY. 
1327 141 South 8th St.. Brooklyn. N. Y. 


KNOW THYSELF! 
É X 


x HE untold miseries that re- 


Price. 28 centa. For sale at this office. 


SUPERSTITION: 


THE RELIGION OF 


“Believe or be Damned.” 


OPEN LETTER TO THE 
ST. JOHNS SCHOOL BOARD. 


sult from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and enred. Those who doubt 


dd Dotted Mas Bolero orem 
yantitle e Scienc 3 
M. BABCOCK. or, Self Preservation. Ex 


This book contains an inspired PHOTO- 
GRAPH of the. GOD that’s being worshiped at 
the expense of the district in our public 
schools; the God that '* overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that's wanted in the Constitution; the 
gentleman that owns some three billion dollars’ 
worth of untaxed church property; the * 80- 
helpeme” God that mukes a lie the truth in 
court; the God t: at governors besought to stop 


the yellow fever, which he didn't do. The pic- | ¢, 


l and very expensive engravings. Three 
ture is worth the price of the book. Price, 25 | tt 
cents. For saleby D. M hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 


. BENNETT, scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
141 Eighth sircet, New York. | the rosultof many years of extensive and suc: 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
LADIES!! ten times the price ofthebook. Bound in French 
" SALEM, OR.. July 17, 1880. 
“8S, H. Preston, Dear Sir: Please send me by 


cloth ; price oniy $1, sent by mail post-paid. 
ndon 
express, ©, O. D., to Portland, Or.. $100,00 (one 


The ancet says: " No person should 
be without this Mia hooks MR REL or is a 
hundred dollars) worth of that “Comstock ” 
Syringe. I mean business. 


GODSEND TO THE SEX 


gotten up in this generation. Sent securely 
boxed, with private instructions for special use. 
Confidential terms to agents. Prics $5 00; im- 
proved, $10,00. Address SAM. H. PRESTON, 


tisa 209 West 34th st., New York. 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


arishion- 


noble benefactor.” 
An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
5 ene e ars Go b ission to B 
DR. MABRY SOLANDER.” 9 & r y Dermis*ion to on. 
; d P. A. BISSELL, M.D.. President - 
Only sixteen had been sold when tal Aedical Association. ont ofthe, Nation 
: ress Dr. W. H. - 
COMSTOOK KER, No.4Bulfinch street, HEAL 
set out to suppress it. Now orders come asj Boston, Mass. The author 
above. Grand jurymen buy it for their wives. | may be consulted on all dis- 
It is SrwPLE, SAFE, INFALLIBLY RELIABLE, néc- | eases requiring skill and ex- THYSELF 
essary to HEALTH and personal purity, and is | perience. 
pronounced by patients and physicians to be 
the greatest 
. e e 
Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman. Catholic Priest, 
Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etropigny and But in Champagne, France, 
y &bjured religious dogmas, and left as hig 
“Last Will and Testament” to his 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death. the above-named work, entitled '" Oom- 
mon Sense.” 
This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 


more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian. 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Libera} con- 
cerning the book: 


._ NEWBURYPORT Mass.. Sept. 23,1878, 
To Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam: 

The work of the honest pastor. Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last’ 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s “Age 
of Reason "is mere milk and water to it, and 
YVoltaire's “Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with & cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav done a virtuous 
2nd humane act in translating his book 80 well. 


JAMES PARTON. 
Prica, cloth, $7.50; paper, $1.90, 
D. M, BENNETT. 141 Eighth St, N. Y. 


MACHINERY, 


Hand, Foot and Power Presses. Die Work of all kinds. 
Perforating Dies a Specialty. 


E. B. STIMPSON, 81 Spruce St, N.T. 


` This volume is printed on toned paper, in 

clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 

eas containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 
25. 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the Pentateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 

hlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
neorreet, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy ive pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic. inimitable in its stvle. and, 
filied with wit, satire, eloquence, anu pathos. 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK Minis, 


Cabinet size. price $2,50, 

Small Busts. on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipmont. Every admiror of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least ono. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


a 


By SaBoNY, the celebrated artist of New |«Janst, 
York, at the following prices: 
ODE E NE n | ina 
0 gru. x 
Uia tihog isar .  .^ * |OLERGYMAN'S VICTIMS. 


D. M. BENNETT. 
141 HientH 8T.. New YORK 


d : th 
$85 to 20 t ase Soo Portland Me 


A Radical Romance. 
i —BY~ 
MRS. J. E. BALL. 

This pamphlet of over 100 pages isa pleasin, 
animated, domestic story, presenting Libera 
thought in an agreeable manner, and will be 
read by thousands where heavier, drier, and 
more philosophical and metaphysical works 
are not preferred. It is a good story to lend 
Obristian neighbors to read. Price, 95 cents, 


a week in your own town. Terms and $5 
outfit free. H. Hallett & Oo., Portland, Me. 


$728 WEEK. $12 a day at home easily made. 
Oostly outfit free, True&Oo,, Augusta.Me. 


The Gods and Religions 
of Ancient and Modern 
Times. 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes. 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 


* Volume I. treats principally on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume IL. givs a full 
description of the Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. An interesting and instruc- 
tiv work. Incloth, $3 per vol, the two vol- 
umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
vol., or $7 for the two volumes. In Morocco | 
and Gilt Edges, $4.50 per vol., or $8 for the 
two volumes. Sent free of postage. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION, 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 


Lectures.” 


OonTENTS.—"'The Goda.” "Humboldt," "Thos, 
Paine,” "Indivjduality," * Heretics and Hor- 
osios,” Price, 50 cents. 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
other Lectures." 


Oontents.—" The Ghosts," " Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Ohild,” “ Declaration of Independ- 
ence,” " Farming in Illinois,” “Speech at Oin- 
cinnati,” “The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream.” Price 50 cents. 


Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York. at the following 
prices: ; 

Imperial, or large size... ....... 40 cents. 

Photo, or card size. .. .... e 20 cents. 

Life-size lithograph, 91x87.....« 50 cents, 

Postage paid. 


Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
14 Eighth 8t.. New York. 


THE 
JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
PROF. W. F. JAMIESON, 


Of Chicago. Ill., and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 


Ot Kentucky. 


—May 20-29, 
This book of 220 pages givs an interesting press 


WORKINGMEN, READ! 
ALLEGORY. Ë 


UNCLE SAM AND AMERICUS, 


À DIALOG ON 


LAND, LABOR, AND REFORM. 
By F. E. BOYD. 


Outlines of a plan for a new America ~ 
tional land and labor co-operativ system, by 
which land and comfortable homes may be se- 
cured to the poorest classes of every race, with - 
out money or price, with the educational and 
social renee of modern civilization, De- 
signed to ameliorate the condition of the Btrug- 
gling masses; to equalize population; to pre- 
vent vice, crime, and pauperism; to prevent 
the recurrence of industrial crises and. feuds, 
labor riots, and popular insurrections; to ter- 
minate Indian wars: to avoid or do away with 
an Oligarchy of landlords and capitalists; and 
to Dreserve or restore the liberties ofthe people 
and the rights of self-government by bringing 
immediately together the two great elements of 
universal progress, land and labor. 

Nis lend shal not be gola forever; for the 

nd is mine; for ye are stranger j = 
ers with me" (Lov. xxv.,23). zors and sojourn 

Moreover. the profit of the earth is for all” 


(Ecclesiastes v, 9), 
Price 10 cents. Sold at this office. 


Correspondents Wanted, 


A young man (a Liberal) desires 
spondence with a few young ladies interested 
in Liberalism and kindred subjects. Please ad. 
dress it C. Buxcy, Bellaire, Ohio. 


SAMSON: 


„A Mvth-Storv of the S un. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ae- 
cording to the Holy Men 
of Old. 


The author of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythical in its character. He presents 
us a number of copies to he disposed of in the 
interest of THE TRUTH SEEKER. All who pure 
chase will therefore aid: THE TRUTH SEEKER to 
the amount of their purchase, or add to the 
Bennett fund as they may choose. 

Samson, 20 cents; Gospel of the Kingdom. 
vols.. each. 80 cents. 


THE MODERN THINKER.  - 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $1.00. 


MOSES HULL. 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes it is just the thing. 
Contains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
ascientific money. . 

The Commoner saya : 

" Nothing has been written which will do as 
good „work as. this. Itis worth its weight in 
gold, 

Price 10 cents. Sold by, D. M. BENNETT, 

141 Eighth st., New. York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in Pamphlet form; 
shows how Ohronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice, It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and & three-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO. 
199 Bast osth Street. N. V 


` Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment, 


Revised and Enlarged Edition. 
72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N. Y. 


X7 The AReligio- Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes and sells an imperfect, disordered, and 
mangled edition. with ali the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1560, from which it was 
pirated by the late S. 8. Jones. 


T 


EIN Y 


VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly educated and legally quaiifted 
physician, and the most suecessiul, as his 
practice will prove, - 

ures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 
Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and 
other causes, producing some of the fol» 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
gi Bight, efective memory, Physical Decay, 

impies on Face, Aversion to Society of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, ete,, etc.. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor’s latest and greatest medical discovery, 
and which he has so far prescribed for this 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many had 
Failing Sickness—Fits ; others upon the verge 
of consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrhea, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured. All diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uieri, Leucorrhaa, 
ete., treated with equal success. 

Dz. R. P. FELLOWS has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
&nd in fact had been given up by their physi- 
clans to die; but by the aid of Dr. Fellows? val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few Physicians that, hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of the complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 

PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 
Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhaa, and contain- 
ing Cures sworn to before a magistrate, which 
ts positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doctor’s great skill. 

Consultations by letter free and invited, 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Inclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above, 


[From the Western Reformer.) 


“DR. R. P. FELLOWS 
js a highly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an original system of practice, and is 
erfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hav 
heard many flattering reports of his successful 
euras of diseases Incident to bumanity.” 


| THE —. 
Philosophy of Spuritualism, 
AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 

for Women. 
Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 
Cloth: price 60 cents. For sale by 
D. M, BENNETT, 141 Elghth 8t. N, X. 


The Arnth Seeker, October 9, 1880. 
The Real Issue. [WHAT IS MONEY? 


A DEBATE 


BETWEEN 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
- AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 
Pamphlet form. Price 3 cents, For sale at 
this office. ` 


Issues of the Age. 
CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 
price, $1.00, 


Everything that we now deem of antiquity | 


was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
Drecedents.— Tacitus. à 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.—N. 
Y. Graphic. 

He presents a safe guide through the bewll- 
dering labyrinth of scientific. philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
thorough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced,—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought, He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirationg.—N.. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION| 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of “The Essence of Christianity.” etc 
Translated from the German. 


Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit cf the time is show, not substance, 
Our polities, our* ethies, our religion, our 
science, is a sham, The truth-teller isill-man- 
uered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality of anr age !— Eríraot 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. : 


À Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in Tan 
TRUTH SgEKER. It is the best on the subjec 
and shows in the clearest-manner that that sa 
tragedy was but the to-be-Jooked-for outcome 
of i i teaching of the Bible, BENNETT 

rice 10 cents. . M. ; 
141 Eighth Street. N. Y. City 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


cal Gun. 

By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. PERRY'8 “ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 
Second Edition. 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Oineinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
&nd able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work is a review of Kersey Graves’ Sixteen 
Orucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 


refuted that work, but to hav answered and | p 


overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry's 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his ‘‘ Ecclesiastical Court.” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
Selves, but condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the Gase. This feature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn "state's evi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr, Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of. historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it. “A thunder-biast 
against Mr. Perry. and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either, 
Inthetwo works will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work Comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 


For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 
THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 

An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY. By DOURTLANDT PALMER. 


NEW BOOKS ON SALE. pop Seeker 


The following váluable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seeker:” 

Antiquity of Christianity. 

BY JOHN ALBERGER. 
12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 
This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 


Character of the origin of the religion of 


christ. " 
ESSAYS ON : 
Mind, Matter, Forces, Theol- 
ogv, eto. 


BY OHAS. E. TOWNBEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefly intended to 


uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author, 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 


Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc. 
BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


Faith and Reason; 


Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 


A concise account of the Christian religion, 
and all the prominent religions before and 
since Christianity. 


BY HALEY BR. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


e e e LJ 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity, 

BY C. G, DAVID. 

Price, 75 cents, 
THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 
A eritical study. By GIaCOMO BARZELLOT- 


TI, Professor of Philosovny ut the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12mo. 327 pp, $2.00. 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp. . . $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation of the Ohristian church. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting. 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
Jamo. 48 pp; paper, 20 cts. : flexible cloth, 36 cts. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 
BY M. SOHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
any, N. Y. : 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


: THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH, 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris- 
tianity 

This is a very valuable and concise work, and 

states in plain and unmistakable language the 


reasons why Ohristianity is a failure. Price, 50 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 


OTHER PAPERS, 
BY JOSIE’ OPPENHEIM. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, T5 ceute, 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and, the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 


ning, 85 cente 


Paper Tama 42 ngepen 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 


VOLTAIRE. 


Translated from the French by Misa Ellen 
Carroll. The first time ever published in Eng- 
lish. The pamphlet contains nearly 500 of Vol- 
taire's sharp, terse, Sarcastic, scathing defini- 
tions of theologica. and ecclesiastical subjects, 
terms, and dogmas. There is nothing in the 
world like it. rybody ought to hav a copy. 
190 pages. Price, only 39 cente. 
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Coliection ` of 

orms, Hymns, and Recitations. 
Forms for Organizing Societies, Forms for 
Constitutions and By-Laws, for Funeral 
Bervices, Marriage Services, Naming of In- 
fants, Obituary Notices, Epitaphs, Wills, etc. 
Also, nearly 525 Liberal and Spiritus listie 
Hymns, original and selected, for Public 
Meetings, Funerals, Social Gatherings, etc. 
The whole supplemented by a fine selection 
of Recitations, comprising many. of the 
finest poetical gems in the language. Over 
580 pages, at the extremely low price of 75 
cents, in cloth. 

Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 
His Manifold and Wonderful Adventures ia 
the Land of Cosmos. A New Scripture from 
an antique manuscript (evidently inspired) 
discovered by I. N, FIDEL, in conjunction 
with A, Hook, Esq. Very amusing. Price, 
25 cents. 

Proceedings and Addresses at 
the Freethinkers’ Convention, belt 


at Watkins, N. Y., August 22, 23, 24, and 25, . 


1878. A volume of 400 pages, containing the 


speeches made during the four days’ session - 


by Dr. T. L. Brown, Prof. A. L. Rawson, 
Elder F. W. Evans, Elder G. A. Lomas, 
Prof. J. H, W. Toohey, Dr. J. M. Peebles, 
Dr. T. B. Taylor, Hon. George W, Julian, 
James Parton, T. B. Wakeman, Elizar 
Wright, T. C. Leland, C. D. B. Mills. Mrs, 
L. N. Colman, Mrs. P. R. Lawrence, Ella E. 
Gibson, Mrs. Mary E. Tillotson, Mrs. Clara 
Neymann, Mrs. Augusta Cooper Bristol, W. 
E. Copeland, Horace Seaver, John W. 'Yrues- 
dell, and several other persons. Price, cloth, 


Truth. Seeker Tracts. Bound Vol- 
umes L, IL, ITL, IV., and V. These vol- 
umes, containing over 520. pages each, are 
made up of over one hundred Truth Seeker 
Tracts, With some additional kinds. They 
embrace a variety of subjects by different 
authors, written in a terse, trenchant, and 
spicy style. They are offered at tie ex- 
tremely low price of 60 cents per volume in 
paper covers, and $1.00 in cloth; or 50 
cents each in paper, and 75 cents each in 
cloth if the whole set is taken. 

Sepher Toldoth Jeschu; or, the 
Book of the Generation of Jesus. 
First English translation of the ancient Jew- 
ish story of Jesus, who was born at Bethle- 
hem about the year 106 B. ©., being the gon 
of a betrothed maiden named Miriam (Mary) 
by Joseph Pandera. How and why the Ro- 
mans changed ‘‘ Kepha” to ‘‘ Petros.” Start- 
ling evidence that Paul flourished before the 
middle of the first century B. C., contempo- 
rary with the aforesaid Kepha. Price, 20 
cents. , 

Last Will and Testament of Jean 
Meslier, curate of a Romish churca iu 


France in the eighteenth century, whose. 


views upon theology were not published 
until after his death, and are now for the 
first time presented in English. Very radi- 
cal and able. Price, 25 cents. 

Influence of Christianity Upon 
Civilization. By B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
Revised edition. One of the most able treat- 
ises upon thesubject ever written, Price, 
25 cents. 

Christianity and Materialism, By 
B. F. UwpERwOOD. Revised edition. In 
this treatise the two systems are fairly and 
ably examined from a historical standpoint. 
Price, 15 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in the 
Place of Christianity. By B. P. Un- 


DERWOOD. Prica, paper, 10 cents. 
Amberley's Life of Jesus; His 
Character and Doctrine, A hapter 


from ‘The Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By Viscount AMBERLEY. Price, cloth, 60 
cents; paper, 35 cents. 

, Resurrection of Jesus. By W. S. 
BELL. Revised and enlarged edition. Price, 
25 cents, 

Religion not History. An able ex- 
amination of the morals and theology of tbe 
teachings of the New Testament, By W. F. 
Newman. Emeritus Professor of University 
College, London. From the London edition. 
Price, 25 cents, ! 

Bennett-Teed Discussion. Betweea 
D. M. BENNETT, Editor of “Lhe Truth 
Seeker," and Cyrus RowuLUS R. TEED, of 
Moravia, N. Y. Proposition discussed: 
** Jesus Christ is not only divine, but is the 
Lord God, creator of heaven and earth." 
Teed affürming: Bennett denying. Paper, 
80 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 

Blakeman’s Two Hundred Poet- 
ical Riddles.. (For children and youtn.) 
Embracing a great variety of subjects, This 
work is new and interesting, aud affords a 
great amount of amusement in the family 
circle, a8 well as in gatherings of children 
and older people, Price, 20 cents. 

Six Lectures on Astronomy. By 
PRor. RICHARD A. PROCTOR. Delivered at 
Steinway Hall, New York, in the winter of 
1875-76. 1. Growth of Worlds; 2. Life and 
Death of Worlds; 3. Other Worlds than 
Ours; 4. Other Suns than Ours; 5. The 
Great Mysteries of the Universe; 6. Religion 
and Astronomy. 65 pp. Paper, 20 cents 

Beycad the Veil, A GSpiritualistic 
work, said to be dictated by the spirit of 
PASCHAL BEVERLY DOLPH, aided by 
Emmanuel Swedenborg and others, through 
the mediumship of Mrs. Frances H. McDou- 
gal and Mrs. Luna Hutchinson. it gives 
minute and interesting descriptions of life in 
the spirit world—its location, intermediate 
state, landscape, habitation, food, clothing, 
industrial d ae. a contains a steel 
engraving of P. B. Randolph, e A neat vol 
une, Price, 81,90, : 
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Col. Ingersoll then arose and asked, ‘‘ Hay the present 
officers of the League been elected?” 
** Yee,” responded the Chairman. 

‘*T hear that I hav been elected 
dents of the Association." 

t: You were so elected.” 

“I differ with the League in this one thing, although in 
all others I am in harmony with them. It is with mea 
thing of so great importance that I cannot remain longer 
with the League. Ido not wish them to be my enemy or 
me to be theirs; I simply wish to resign. I cannot act with 
the Lesgue on this sccount 

. elected in my place." 

On motion, the resignation was accepted. 

On motion, Mre. Julia H. Severance, of Milwaukee, was 
elected Vice-President to fill the vacancy just made. 

The meeting then adjourned until 9 o’clock next morning 
at Grow's Opera House. 


one of the Vice: Presi- 


SUNDAY MORNING 8EB88ION. 


The third day session was held at Grow's Opera House, on 
West Madison street. The morning session opened at nine 
o'clock, when, in the absence of President Wright, the chair 
wus taken by Mr. Parker Pillsbury, of New Hampshire, 
but Mr. Wright soon came in and took the chair. 

Mr. Spencer, Chairman of the Committee on Future Work, 
being called upon to report, made a somewhat lengthy 
speech, in which, after reviewing carefully the recent action 
of the League, he begged leave to report as to his own future 
work in connection with the Liberal movement, and for 
which he himself was responsible. He was prepared to sub- 
scribe to all the principles embodied in the report, As to 
the meaus most likely to be successful in carrying them out 
there might be some question. 


Before be concluded his remarks he intended to use that 


freedom of speech in which they ali believed. His connec- 


tion with the organization had been for the purpose of ad- | 


vancing these principles, and in resigning from the society, 
which he intended to do, he would simply be carrying out 
these principles. 

The Chair: Do I understand that the gentleman has with- 
drawn from the League? 

Mr. Spencer: 1 hav not. 

The Chair: Ido not think that the gent'eman has any 
right to speak now that he has announced his intention to 
secede from the organization. 

d Mr. Spencer: I hav not so withdrawn from the organiza- 
lon. 

The speaker went on to say that in preparing the report 
-of the Committee on Future Work he had the best objects 
ofthe League in view, and now he was of the opinion that 
the meaus best adapted for the accomplishment of these ob- 
jects are different thaa those believed in by many, and he 
would call the attention of the body in the direction of the 
methods in which that work must be done. H» had made 
up iig mind as to the courso of action which he intended to 

ollow. 

The Chair ruled that personal explanations were out of 
Order in speaking upon a report of & committee. 

Mr. Spencer went on to epeak, when it was discovered 
that the report, which was laid on the table on Saturday, had 
not yet been accepted. It was then, on motion. accepted, 
and the speeches on the question of its adoption were lim- 
ited to five minutes’ duration each. 

Mr. Spencer went on to say that since the report was pre- 
pared he had changed his mind upon one of its points, and 
now opposed the Calling by the President of a national con- 
vention for the purpose of starting a new party, and moved 
that the resolution recommending it be stricken out. 

Mr. Spencer went on to say that he believed im his inner- 
most heart that, if the propcsed movement came from the 
present Association, the public would look npon it with 
such suspicion as to damn it from its birth. 

A voice—'* Why ?” 

“I hav my private reasons." 

The speaker was urged to supply them, but he declined. 

The report was adopted. 

The following resolution was offered by Mr, Gorsuch, of 
Baltimore : ` 

Resolved, That this Convention express its hearty sympa- 
thy with and through indorsement of all labor organiza- 
tions whose object, aim, and intentions are the dethrone- 
ment of capitalistic monopoly and the emancipation of the 
wage-Workers from the valling chsin of industrial slavery ; 
and perfect religious freedom is an impossibility while the 
bodies of men and women sre enthralled under the despot- 
ism of capital. 

The resolution was supported by its presenter, and op- 
posed by the Chair and Mr. Spencer, who both held that it 
went too far and took in organizations which had damaged 
the labor interests by being too impetuous in their attempts 
to ameliorate the condition of the wage-worker. 

An amendment to the resolution was offered by Mr. Doer- 
flinger, of Milwaukee, and lost, and the resolution wus 
adopted. : 

On motion, a number of papers, consisting mostly of res. 
olutions handed in by a number of members of the League, 
were referred to the Executiv Committee, and Mr. Doer- 
flinger was addell to the Committee for the purpose of advo- 
cating the principles set forth by the Wisconsin Radicala. 

Mr. W. W. Hail, of St. John, I, moved tbe recommend- 
ation of the following amendmecs of the Constiluiion to the 
next Congress : 

Resolv:d, That the members of the Executiv Committee 
and Vice-Presidents be admiited to vote in the future Con- 
greases of the League. 

3 The motion was osrried, and the meeting adjourned until 

P. M. 


AFTERNOON &ESSION. 


Mrs. Julia Szverance was elected to fill the Chair in the 
afternoon session, whose opening business consisted of the 


took the platform, and, much to the delight of the audience, 
treated Mr. Spencer to ten minutes of verbal castigation. 
He closed by seconding tbe motion for expulsion, which 
was carried unanimously. As soon as the result was made 
known, Mr. Spencer turned to the Chair, bowed, and with 
the remark, **I must respectfully retire," walked. slowly 
from the room. 

Speeches upon various Liberal topics were made by 4 
number of speakers. Among them were Mr. Phelps, of 
Kansas; Mr. Woodhouse, Mrs. Amy Post, of Rochester ; 
Mr, Walker, of Iowa; F. X. Follett, of Roczford, and Mrs. 


„and I hope some one will be 


Maria L. Follett. 

The meeting then adjourned until 8 P, m. : . 

A full attendance was present at the evening session, 
The evening was passed in recitations and speech-making 
upon the popular Liberal topics of separation of church and 
state, protection of the coming generation, woman’s 
rights, the vicious habits of the clergy, the shortcomings of 
the non-Liberal Presidential candidatos and others, The 
Convention adjourned at about 10:30 


SPEECH BY MRS. H. 8 LAER, FRIDAY EVENING, 


The subjoined speech by Mrs. Lake should hav appeared 
last week in the report. of Friday's proceedings, but was 
omitted for want of room: 

H 


| " AFTER LIBERALISM, WHAT ?" 


Mrs. Lake had two reasons for asking the question, the first 
! being the absolute success of the Cause and the second being 
ithe spiritual paralysis that many say is likely to follow. 
i Suppose the community should change into one of Liberal- 
‘jam only ; there would be no church ; the Bible be laid on 
the shelf along with the Hindoo Vedas. Suppose the old 
superstitions and the Christian religion thrown overboard, 
then, ‘‘After Liberalism, What?" What then should we 
‘do? Did they ask for more than the enjoyment of physical 
pleasure ? Did not the white-robed angel of thought beckon 
us on to sn improved growth and culiure ? 

“Tf so,” ghe went on, * then we need thought, speech, 
converse, song, times, and places for growth and culture. 
[Applause.] And beyond this, hav we no obligations ? Are 
there adulterated groceries iu our markets? Do we keep 
any? Are there unsound fabrics, and are those articles of 
trade in our stores? Hav we shrewd and unscrupulous 
tradesman ? Hav we any poor, sick, forlorn, or dead in our 
midst? Is every man’s and woman's word as good as a 
bond? Hav we anybody in our jails? Is anybody hungry 
down the street ? Are we conscious of even moderate in- 
difference to the interests of our fellow-beings ? If sv, and 
these things are facts, if these exist with a Christian supet- 
stition swept entirely away, then I affirm without fear of 
contradiction that after the triumph of Liberalism, after 
your separation of church and state, of which we hear so 
much, there is work, honest, earnest, intelligent, persistent 
work for ourselvs and for others, [Applause.] We must 
cultivate by the impulse of association, honesty, charity, 
sympathy, friendship, generosity, justice, unselfishness.” 

She could not conceive of a worhier object upon which 
Liberals could bestow their attention than the pressing 
needs of humanity which were to be supplied by this 
brotherhood, this fraternity. Tsese needs were the elimi- 
nation from the world of poverty, of crime, of ignorance, of 
disease, and, possibly, of death. [Applause] Wheu a 
body of people engaged iu this, they passed out of the old 
into the new era. The old era had taught from the pulpits 
that the ills which destroyed the harmony and perfection of 
the world must be endured, because, in the providence of 
God, they were never intended to be removed. [Laughter. ] 
We had nowhere a pulpit in the land which taugnt the poor 
man anything else than that he must accept his poverty as a 
part of God's non-understandable beneficence. 

It was to the Liberal tendencies of the ago that we owed 
Socialistic, financial, eight-hour, and other Liberal reforms. 
[Applause.] To Liberalism we owed the recognized fact 
that the things of this world were not made more for ihe 
shrewd and the calculating, the close, and the dishonest, 
than they are for the good, and the true, and the spiritual, 
who, largely developed in this faculty, lack correspondingly 
in the organ of acquisitivness, And 1t was, she believed, to 
the last Liberal Convention at Cincinnati that they owed the 
first public proclamation that hereafter immense wealth 
accumulated and owned by one individual, or a few, would 
be considered by the intelligent not as a merit, but 28 & 
reproach and a crime. , 

The voice of the breadless, the voice of the houselese, in 
short, the voice of the majority, rose up against the voice of 
the minority, saying: ‘* We can get nothing. Whatshall we 
take?” And it was for the Liberals to study and answer these 
questions. There was something in the demand, but not every- 
tning, to know when and where Infidelity had established aud 
maintained hospitals. Where Christianity insulted the human 
race with charity, it was the ultimate purpose of Liberalism 
to substitute jusiic«, Religion was responsible for most of 
the extremes at buth ends of society, for it had ever culti- 
vated charity and ignored justice. It reared churches upon 
which G id paid no taxes, sad pinched the poor to propitiate 
an angry Jehovah. It levied tithes on everybody and every- 
thing, making the poor poorer, end God, who owned every- 
thing, richer.. [Applause ] Libderalism—Infidel morality, 
if anybody «hoose to call 1.—emphasized man’s obligations 
to man. It wold men to build better houses, to obey the 
laws of health, and to liv cieanly lives, until man took his 
place as the recipient of favors hitherto bestowed upon God. 
The Liberal must carry his convictions into political life, 
and there was no principle that could be established in this 
country except through the ballot-box. Every L:beral who 
desired the elevation of the race would find himself face to 
face with the great question of the rights of labor as well as 
the separation of the church and state, [Applause ] 


i 


(From New York Truth.] 
The full report of the circumstances under which Colonel 


morals, and hence his opposition to 


i blic 
the regulation of pu d for the repeal ot the Comstock 


the resoJution which calle 
laws of Congress, " 

The resolutions adopted are & well considered proclama. 
tion, and we shall be better governed when their essense is 
jncorporsted into our laws, and become a part of our sys- 
tem of government in fact, as many of them already are in 
theory. 


Tw the 6th resolution adopted by the Liberal League oc- 
curs a typographical error which alters the meaning of the 
language. As printed it reads, “That while therefore we 
do not approve of any offenses committed by Lant, Train,” 
and others. It should read, charged upon, aa the gentlemen 
named had committed no offense. 


Acknowledgments by H. L. Green. 


To rag EDITOR or THe TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Since 
September iat I hav received contributions to aid me in Lib- 
eral work as follows: J. T. Brown, $1.00 ; J. H. Northrup, 
$5 00; W. R. Cameron, $2 00; Mrs. A. Everett, 50 cents ; 
Clara Thomson, and others, $1.45 ; Wm. McJilton, 25 cents; 
W. W. Wright, 25 cents; C. H. Berkdell, 50 cents; D. E. 
Pendleton, 25 cents ; Thomas Lee, 25 cents; Emily G. Tay- 
lor, 25 cents; friend at Chicago Congress (name forgotten), 
$1 00; Wm. Chestnut, Sr., $2.60. 1 : 

And alow me, Mr. Editor, to sincerely thank these kind 
friends for their donatione, and more than that, allow me to 
S&y ihat the hundreds of werm friends that I hav made since 
I became connected with the Liberal League movement will 
never be forgotten, Their encouraging words and generous 
support shall be remembered so long as life lasts. It is with 
feelings of sadness that no words can express that I with- 
drew from the National Liberal League. H. L, GREEN. 

E MORENO AME 
The Stenographic Report.— Ways aud Means. 

Arriving not till to-day from Chicago aud stopping-places 
by the way, I hav neither space in this TRUTA SEEKER, nor 
time before its publication, to comment as I wonld like to 
do on the recent Congress of the League and the situation 
generally. I will write more fully for the next number. 

I can only say now to the local Liberal Leagues that the 
stenographic report of the proceedings proves too full, too 
bulky, and too expensiv to print. It makes over two hun- 
dred and fifty foolscap pages, and wili cost more than two 
hundred dollars to put it into book form. In my absence 
Mr, Wakeman and Mr. Macdonald hav made a clear and 
connected condensation of it for this nnmber of Tax TRUTH 
SEEKER, which will be sufficient to guide the Leagues in 
their action upon the proceedings of the Congress. Further 
on iu the season, with more money in the treasury, the full 
report, if there is a demand for it, may be published. 

The first duty to which the newly-elected Treasurer, Sec- 
retary, and Finance Committee must address themselvsis to 
yeplenish the Treasury of the National Liberal League. 
Some money is necessary for the effectual conduct of its 
enterprises. Wenced to print documents, hold meetings, . 
put agents into the field, and defend our friends and adher- 
ents against attsick. Henceforth the secular work proper 
for the League to undertake will be one and not divided. 
All contributions, the», for defense, for the support of 
agenta and workers, and for all other expenses of whatever 
nature, will go into the Treasury of the National Liberal 
League, to be disbursed therefrom in regular authorized 
ways, upon proper vouchers, for necessary expenses and for 
important objects and ends. 

The central administration is dependent upon the local 
auxiliaries for the means to prosecute its work. Will they 
be kind enough to discuss among themselva how best they 
can supply these means? There are now two hundred and 
ten auxiliary Leaguer. Even so small a contribution as five 
dollars per annnm from each would giv the National League 
a working revenue of $1,050. That would do more and 
better work than $10,000 in tue bands of a missionary at 
Boori Boola Gha. T. C. LELAND, Rcc. N. L. L. 

201 Hast Tist st, N. Y , Sept. 27, 1880. 
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Farewell ! 


To THE EDITOR oF Tak TnuTH SEEKER, Sir: Ata calied 
meeting of the Haeckel Liberal League the following resolu- 
tion was passed, which please print in the next jásue of Tux 
"TRUTA SEEKER. and much oblige, C. P. FARRELL, 

Washington, D. O , Bept. 23, 1880. 

WzuznBEAS, The Fourth Annual Congress of the National 
Liberal League held at Chicago last week has pledged itself 
to the repeal of the postal Jaws against obscene literature, 
and denies to the United States the right to try offenders 
againat its laws in its own courte, therefore, 

Resolved, That we cannot longer remain as an auxiliary to 
the National Liberal League, and dissolve our conneciion 
therewith. C. P. FARBELL, Pres. 

——— à À—ÓÓ— 7 

Mas. Corny and Mrs. Smith are engaged for October in 

Rochester, N. Y., at which place they can be addressed dur- 


passage of a resoiution instructing the Executiv Committee | Ingersoll resigned the Vice-Presidency of the Libersl | ing that month. 


10 draft a set of rules and by-laws for tue guidance of aur- 
iliary Leagues. 
Mr. Spencer offered the following insulting resolution : 
Resolved, That the Fourth Congress of the National L:b- 


League places his action ia a aifferest light from that ia 
which it was presented by the meager telegraphic reports. 
The inference from these wus thai an objecuonabla element 
had creptin and got control of tbe Convention, making it a 


eral League recommends to the consideration of the auxil- | defender and protector of obsceaity, from which it was the 
jary Leagues aud kindred organizstiona the propriety and | duty of all pure-minded F,eethinkers to withdraw. Natu- 
wisdom of turning over tbe management and control of|rally, therefore, Colonel Ingerscll’s supposed resignation: 
this orgauization to a religious sect of Spirituslists and to a | trom the organization commanded approval. f 
£quad of avowed and practical Freelovers. It appears, however, that so far from proposing to protect 
The resolution failed of a seconder, but not of a liberal] or detead ubscenity, the very resolutions which Iogersoll 
round of hisser, during Which Mr. Spencer sat down. couvemned are unequivocally opp sed to it, and that Lzger- 
Mr. Gorsuch, who was the first upoa his feet of a dozen |soli did not withdcaw from the Association, but only r«- 
who rose with apparently the same object in view, moved | signed an office, 
the. the meeting expel Mr. Spencer frow the League. Iogersvull’s opposition, too, was of a political nature 
bir. Spencer asked for the indulgence of the meeting for | purely. He is a centralizstionist, believing that all power 
a momen}, but it was not accorded, and the cry of ''Qaer- | even police regulations, should bo concentrated in the gen. 
tion, question,” was only abandoned when Mr, Wakeman ‘eral government. Therefore, he approves Federal laws fo, ! 


ey OF MUSIC. NEW YORK CITY. 


M. CONSTANTIN STERNBERG. 
M. CONSTANTIN STERNBEELG. 


THE RUSSIAN PIANO VIRTUOSO. 
THE RUSSIAN PIANO VikLUOSO. 


Will make his debut 


ON THURSDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 7, 
ON THURSDAY EVENING. OCTOBER 7, 
When he wii] perform ; 

SCHARWENKA'S GREAT CONCERTO, 
SCHARWENKA'S GREAT CONCERTO, 

Assisted by ` i 

OARLBERG'S 
GRAND ORCHESTRA. 
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Notes and Clippings. 


A onvuROH gallery in England has fallen, and 
several lives were lost. What would our pulpit 
ora/ors hav to say next Sunday if it hed been the 
gallery of a theater? 


Tue Ray, A. A, Hoskin, who had been deposed 
by the Methodists for heterodoxy, was denied 
permission to perform a marriage ceremony in 
his former church at Milwaukee, 


A BELIGIOUB maniac named Egeleston, resid- 
ing at Roekport, Indiana, recently killed his 
infant child by dashing it against the wall. 
calming the Lord commanded him to murder 

t. 


"MA, has aunty got bees in her mouth?” '* No 
my dear Why do youask?” ‘’Oause Captain’ 
Deanse said he was going to taste tho honey 
from her lips, and she said, 'Wel, make 
haste.’ ? 


THE proportion of Infidels in France, Ger- 
many, and Scandinavia is greater than in any 
other countries on the glob3,and the per cent 
of uneducated persons is less there than in any 
other country, i ^ 


" CHRISTIANITY is a dead thing in this city,” 
said the. Bəv. Dr. Platt of San Francisco, and 
some of the people are demonstrating the living 
force of their Christianity by being full of 
righteous indignation at him for saying so. 


ALBERT Gray, of Dallas, Texus. had lately 
been converted to Christianity, and, therefore, 
when William Young swore prefanely in bis 
presence, he was dreadfully shocked. He drew 
a revolver, implored the blaspkemer to stop, 
and then shot him dead. 


Tur Bishop of Manchester says there are too 
many ehurehes in Manchester not half filled. 
One of his clergy, who had a parish containing 
1,238 houses, with & population of about 6,000 
people, found from & house-to-house visit that 
outof 1.233 no fewer than 900 farallie& pro- 
fessed]y never attended any place of worship. 


Tar Ohristian Index believes in the doctrin of 
**poor preach, Door pay," and says that if a 
church pavs twenty-five dollars a year for its 
preaching it will get a twenty-five-dollar man. 
This seems a very low price; and yet if such a 
church were vacant after having starved ite 
twenty-five-dollar man to death. there would 
be a wagon load of twenty-flve-dollar men ap- 
plying for the vacant pulpit. 


Tre Mormons hold their own pretty well and 
moretoo. The Supreme Oourt out there has 
decided the law allowing women to vote to be 
constitutional, and the Gentiles are very much 
put out about it, as the decision giva the Mor- 
mons a Clear gain of 10,000 votes in the territory. 
This assures the orependeranee of Mormon in- 
fluence in Utah for years to come. and will ren- 
der the problem of the extirpation of polygamy 
& more difficult one than ever. 


In one of Cometock’s lottery cases he lost 
the exhibits which he intended to use as proof 
against the prisoner. His maneuvering when 
he discovered the loss is highly characteristic 
ofthe man. Going to a friend of the defendant 
and assuming an air of compassion, he said, 
”I don’t want to push this man to the wall. He 
1s poor, and if he will visad guilty, I will con- 
sent to hav him only fined." True to his in- 
stincts he wanted a conviction—a sentenee— 
and to get one in & case where he had no avi- 
dence, he clothed himself in the mantle of 
charity, His Godlike compassion was sur- 
yassed only by his assuraption of omnipotence 
in respect to matters which are popularly sup- 
posed to rest in the conscience of the court. It 
has been alleged that an undue intimacy has 
arisen between Comstock and Judge Cowing, 
and this offer of Comstock to fix in advance the 
sentence which Judge Cowing would be ealled 
upon to pass givscolortotherumor. It is to 
be sincerely hoped. however, that Judge Cowing 
will not place an indelible blot upon an excel- 
lont judicial record by admitting to his conf- 
‘dence a man who sustains confidential rela- 
tions with the noted professional blackmailer, 
Marcus Cicero Stanley ; and before we believe 
that he has, we shall require something more 
than the pretenstons of Comstock, whose un- 
contradicted testimony upon oath six jurymen 
out of twelve refused to believa in @ trial before. 


Judge Gildersleeve last winter.— puih. 


A MUEOULAR and splsndidly energetic negro 
revival is now in progress in Little Rock, ark. 
The preachers are really doing God's service, 
and in an origin»] and interesting way. One 
of the ebony divines thus commenced his dis- 
course: "I sees à good many ole tuffs in-dis 
house, en’ I wants ’em ter ccme up ter de 
mourner’s bench right now. Dey’s got ter 
come. De Lord doan say. I wish you would 
do anything, but says you’s got ter do it, 
Firmness is religion. De rock of ages is made 
outen flint, Mr. Johnson,” said the preacher, 
addresslng a sinner, "come up an’ put your 
head on dis bench. I’se played kyards wid 
yer. but you’se got ter reform. Come on, I 
tells ver! Is yer comin’? “No, I isn’t,” said 
Mr. Johnson. "Den I'll fetch yer. You’sge 
be:n standin’ off de preachers long 'nough." 
The preacher left the pulpit, advanced to where 
Mr. Johnson was standing. and caught him oy 
the collar, The two men began struggling, and 
confosion prevailed ; but Mr. Johnson was 
finally dragged in triumph to the marcy seat.— 
Argonaut, 


Tue Publics Prosecutor has under considera- 
tion a painful elopement case. James Ward. 
married, aud the father of eight children, was 
well known in Sydenham, and he had been a 
prominent figure in religious matters in the 
neighborhood, belonging, as he did, to the Ral- 
vation Army. He became some time ago ac- 


lquainted with a domestic servant living at 


Sydenham Park. The girl bore an excellent 
character, and attended the same services as 
did the man Ward. The girl. as arranged bs- 
tween Ward and herself, left service, informing 
her employer that she was about to get mar- 
ried. At the sametime Ward left home, inform- 
ing his wife that he was ordored to conduct re- 
ligious services in London. He met the young 
woman, end they procseded to Beckenham 
church. where the ceremony of marriage was 
gone through in the real names of both partirs. 
From Beckenham the pair procéeded to Piy- 
mouth, where they gailed for Port Adelaide, 
and were due atthe latter place on Saturday 
week. The girl must hav known that Ward 
was à married man, inasmuch a3 she had been 
frequently entertained at his house by Mrs. 
Ward. The girl's employer, who has received 
letters from the girl sines her departure, has 
communicated with the Treasury and been in- 
formed thatthe matter has been placed in the 
hands of the Public Prosscutor.—English paper. 


Mr. T. B. WAKEMAN, of this cily, and Mr, 
W. 8. Bush, cf Washington, hav been quite ex- 
tensivly diseussing the postal laws in the col- 
umns of Tue TRUTH BEEKER. Mr. Bush, who 
claims to bea Liberal,:seems to take grounds 
in favor of à modified postal law forthe pre- 
vention of the cireulation of obscene literature 


| through the mails. while Mr, Wakeman stands 


out stoutiy for the regulation of such matters 
by the state rather than national authority. 
There can be no question in the minds of the 
readers of this controversy that Mr. Wakeman 
seoms to hav the best of the argument, so far as 
the unconstitutionality of thesei laws:is con- 
cerned. Mr. Wakeman’s argument at ‘the 
Faneuil Hall Indignation Meeting has never yet 
been really answered, and everything which 
Mr. Wakeman adds in meeting his critics seems 
to fortify the position he assumed at that time. 
For the enlightenment of the public on these 
peculiar statutes injected into the postal regu- 
Jations during the turbulent expiring hours of 
the 42d Congress. it would be well to publish 
this discussion in pamphlet form and giv it 
wida circulation. Mr. Bush seems to present 
the best that has been said on his side of the 
question, and by & careful perusal of the dis- 
cussion it is not difficult to see that Mr. Wake- 
man has the advantage of his opponent in 
every instance.—Dr. Foote's Health Monthly. 


THE Pan-Presbyterian Council at Philadel- 
phia furnishes evidence of the growing dispo- 
sition to question those hitherto accepted re- 
ligious doetrins which hav so long conetituted 
the groundwork of Christianity. Not that the 
reverend gentlemen are themselvs skeptical, 
but that they defend their faith with a contro- 
versial fervor that marks their recognition of 
the necessity for making a defense, It cannot 
be denied by any intelligent observer that the 
ravelations of modern science hav seriously 
disturbed the convictions of many professing 
Ohristians, and widely iufluenced the views of 
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the rising generation touching the supernatu- 


ral authority of the scriptures, The number of 
young men who reject the idea of a personal 
God, who disbelieve in an overruling Provi- 

| dence, who discredit the miracles, and who 
even doubt the life beyond the grave, is on the 
increase, and it is this fact which accounts for 
the prominence given by the Presbyterian 
Council to considerations involving the rela- 
tions of scionce and religion. The tendencies 
of the age are rationalistic. It is the fashion to 
question, analyze, and examin all beliefs, no 
matter how strongly intrenched. and to ask the 
why and Wherefore of every creed. Dr. MeCosh 
suggests a way of meeling this condition of 
things which is eminently characteristic of him. 
He would hav less dogmatism and more judi- 
cious instruction. Our religious teachers must 
accommodate themselvsa to the altered circnm- 
stances which the intellectual activity of the 
age has produced. They must regulate their 
methods by the requirements of the new era, 
and win over the minds aud hearts of their 
pupils by careful persuasion, rather than seek 
to compel them to submit to any inexorable 
standard. Oertainly.the danger is Imminent 
enough to demand the thoughtful attention of 
all Ohristiane, and they cannot too soon ad- 
dress thomselvs to the work which seems ap- 
pointed for them to do:—Star. 


Tue last reverend worshiper of the golden 
calf who displayed his fantastic literary gym- 
nasties in our pulpits, at one dollar admittance, 
has returned to his Eastern home with hls 


bronchial tubes so much improved that he has 
been able to resume his business of misrepre- 
senting the Pacific coast and its people. We 
quo‘’e from an Eastern journal: " The Rev. T. 
DeWitt Talmage made à warm defense of tho 
Ohinese in his evening address in New York on 
the 19.h of September, and said that. when he 
saw the anti-Ohinese plank in the Repubilean 
platform. he wondered if the scepter were not 
departing.” We comment leniently upon this 
clerical mountebank, lest we hurt the feelings 
of some good people In this city who still hav 
faith in this pious fraud. Tais blatan’ and fan- 
tastic pulpit-elown cama to San Francisco fora 
speculation. He was billed and advertised like 
a prestidigitator. He was taken up by certain 
very good men, and in aid of his money-making 
schemé—as an advertising dodge—pushed him- 
self in'o at least one respectable pulpit in this 
city. Finding that his repertoire of stale old 
lectures Would not draw, he precipitated him- 
self one night into the slums of the Chinese 
quarter, and came out with one dollar’s worth 
of ready-made adviea as to how to cleanse the 
nasty spot. He made an out-and-out anti-Chi- 
nese speech. It is true that it was senseless 
and absurd; it contained no germ of original 
thought; it was the flippant utterance of an 
empty-headed adventurer in search of coin. 
The question he did not understand. All we 
who oppose Chinese immigration admit that it 
isa two-sided question, and one upon which, 
from certain standpoints. a strong argument 
may be made in favor of Ohinese Dresence 
among us. Talmage did not grasp the idea, 
and advanced no argument upon the subjact. 
but, ina sort of Tom-fool way, catered to the 
anti-Chinese sentiment of the Sand-Jot as ex- 
pressed in the brutal formula, * The Chinese 
must go.” When he returns to Brooklyn he be- 
comes, all of a flop, a Ohinese advocate, and 
finds in them virtues never denied them. Such 
business as this is acrime, and it must not be 
exposed the less because it is a crime of the 
pulpit, A class of itinerant quack preachers 
are spreading themselva abroad in the land 
who are a reproach to their calling. Theirs is 
a sensational, clap-trap method of money-get- 
ting. We fad but little favor for the traveling 
revivalist. We question whether asy perma- 
nent good comes from the excitation of the 
sensational evangelist who goes up and down 
the land with song and shout to preach and 
pray. But, leaving this question an open one 
li Moody and Sankey demand our notice, we 
do not hesitate to denounee such men as Rev. 
DeWitt Talmage as hurtful. We say this, not 
in hostility to the pulpit. nor in disregard of 
the claims of those earnest, pious. and godly 
men who hav conseérated their lives to the 
preaching of the gospel. In the political par- 
son. the ranting sensationalist, and the travele 
ing showman of the church, we find nothing to 
! com mend.—Árgonaut, 


Events of the Week. 


Tur crops in portions of Texas are being de- 
stroyed by grasshoppers. 


A REGENT steamer took 7,500 barrels of apples 
to Europe as part of her cargo. 


GrozcGE BANOROYFT, the historian, celebrate 
his eightieth birthday on Bunday. 8d. 


A MINER fell two hundred feet down a shaft, 
near Uniontown. Pa., a few days ago. 


A BIOYOLX tournament came off in this city on 
the2d. There were sixty ridets on the track, 


À GIRL in Brooklyn. only fourteen years of 
age, is under indictment for three burglaries. 


A MAN died in this city recently of hydropho- 
bia caused by a dog-bite received twelve yeurs 
ago. 

AROHIBALD Forges, the famous English war 
correspondent, is on a visit to this country. He 
will lecture, 


A COMET was discovered on the 29th ult, It is 
some distance off yet. and is not discernible by 
the naked eye, 


THRE are six thousand horses sick with the 
epizootic in this city at present, and the disease 
is still spreading. Á 


BraHop Corrigan, of Newark, bas been ap- 
pointed coadjutor to Oardinul MsOloskey, with 
right of succession. 


No leas than 350 lives were Jost at the mouth 
of the Columbia River during the saimon fish- 
ing season just ended. 


Tux steamer Isane Bell. with a valuable cargo, 
was destroyed by fire at the wharf at Ports- 
mouth, Va., on the 2d. 


A BTATUZEOÍ Robert Burns was unveiled in 
Central Park, on Sunday last, in the presence 
of five thousand people. 


Mnr. Have; is earning his presidential salary 
by making speeches in Oregon, and they are 
not Democratic speeches, either. 


Tue publishers of six dally and those of three 
weekly papers in this city hav been {ndicted for 
publishing lottery advertisements, 


THE driver of a bread wagon in Montreal has 
fallen heir to a fortune of $200,009 a year, left 
him by « deceased relativ in Ireland. 


Tu Chilian man-of-war Covadonga has been 
sunk by Peruvian torpedoes. The Ohilian flaet 
has commenced for the second or third time to 
bombard Callao. 


THE famous ironclad known ag Stevens’ Bat- 
tery, Which was bequeathed to the state of New 
Jersey by Mr. Stevens. was recently sold at 
auction, realizing $55,000. 


Dyer D. Lum, one of the secretaries of the 
National Committee of the Greenback party, 
charges Weaver with b:ing in the pay of 
the Republicans to draw voters from among the 
Democrats. i 


Tas Rav. Mr. Fal ton. of Brooklyn, bas stirred 
up quite a breeze in his church by dragging too 
muci polities into the pulpit. Some of his con- 
gregation think he is working harder for Gar- 
feld than for God. 

Tar Oneida Community is undergoing great 
changes. In addition to the abolition of the 
eomplex marriage system and the adoption of 
the orthodox plan.the common property is to 
be turned over to a joint stock company. 


THe pastors of the evangelical churches of 
the District of Columbia hav issued a call to all 
Christians for prayer to the Almighty, respect- 
fully but firmly urging upon him the necessity 
of,his taking a hand in the coming election. 


Tux great Presbyterian council in Philadel- 
phia closed on the second. Business of much 
importance to the dead was transacted, but ref- 
erences to live topics were discouraged, and 
the revised edition of the New Testament as a 
subject of discussion was studiously avoided. 


THE $329 fever is spreading rapidly over the 
country. and the Republicans are correspond- 
ingly depressed. Wherever there is a Demo- 
cratic small boy and a chunk of chalk the mys- 
terfous handwriting on the wall. the mene, mene, 
tekel upharsin of the Republican party—$329— 
is sure to appear. : 
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The day we spent at Versailles and in going to and 
We took the tram- 
way (horse-car) on a beautiful Saturday morning, 
and stopped at the old town of Sevres, some five or 


from there was most agreeable. 


six miles from the city, on an excellent road, lined 


the whole way with river scenery on the one side, at 


a short distance, with residences and interesting 
sights on either side. We rode on the top of the 
car and had an excellent view of all around us. 
Sevres is said to have existed in 560. It is prettily sit- 
uated on the Seine, where the hills close on each side, 
The first house on the left, across the bridge, is the 
one where Bismarck and Jules Favre held their 
interview for the signing of the armistice in 1871. 
We saw the room where the treaty was signed. It 
is now à wine-room. 

Sevres is chiefly famous for its Manufacture de 
Porcelaines. In this establishment of world-wide 
renown we saw works of priceless value—tea and 
dinner services, vases of the largest and grandest 
description, cabinets, porcelains of every kind and 
name—fit presents for kings and princes. These 
are skilfully arranged in fine cases, and dispersed 
through large rooms and galleries. The tableware 
thus displayed was enough to be the envy of any 
housekeeper in the world. There are also many 
copies on porcelain of celebrated pictures; but 
the prices these works of art command are almost 
fabulous, and render the manufacture unproduc- 
tive from a pecuniary point of view, the gov- 
ernment making up the deficiency. There are some 
five or six hundred workmen employed in trans- 
forming clay into these beautiful specimens of 
porcelain ware. Many of the kings of Europe obtain 
their table sets from this establishment. Stained 
glass and mosaic are likewise manufactured here, 

After punishing a bottle of vin ordinaire (ordi- 
nary wine), pain, and fromage (bread and cheese), 
we continued our ride to Versailles, about twelve 
miles from the center of the city. The road is all 
the way lined with cosy, old-fashioned residences, 
with a profusion of flowers, ivy-vines, grape-vines, 
etc., along. The people seemed to be in the enjoy- 
‘ment of happiness ; though many were at work, 
none seemed to be toiling very hard. As we ap- 
proach Versailles the beauty and interest increases. 
The avenue is fully two hundred feet in width, with 
two rows of elms between the road-bed and the 
capacious side, and there are walks on either side. 
The trees—the rows of which are twenty feet apart 
—are so trimmed that the branches touch, the oppo- 
site sides being trimmed even with the trunk, giving 
a beautiful and peculiar appearance. The town con- 
tains sixty-five thousand inhabitants, but is most 
noted for its palace, the former seat of government, 
its extensive picture galleries, its statuary, and its 
magnificent grounds, parks, etc. There is indeed a 
wonderful amount of beauty at Versailles—a mar- 
vel of creation. Truthfully has it been said, * Were 
Paris blotted from the face of the earth, leaving 
nothing behind it but the palace of Versailles, the 

: journey to this fairy-like structure would alone well 
repay the visitor.” It was originally a mere hunt- 
ing seat of red brick, erected by Louis XIIL, in the 
midst of a forest. It was his prodigal successor 
who, tired of his other residences, converted that 
small capital into the most magnificent palace in the 
whole world. Jules Hardouin Mansart was the 
architect, Le Notre the gardener; and though some- 
times as many as thirty thousand soldiers were sim- 
ultaneously at work, yet it took twenty-one years 
before this modern palace of another Sardanapalus 
was finished. When the labors were completed the 
cost was found to amount to such an enormous gum 
that even the profuse “Louis Le Magnifique” 
thought it advisable to burn the accounts in order 
to destroy all records of it, that it might not be 
known what the expenses had been. In 1681 Louis 
XIV. for the first time occupied his new residence, 
Then commenced that succession of splendid fetes 
which have spread the name of Versailles through 
every part of the civilized world as synonymous 
with magnificence and extravagance. But in due 
time, as with all other mortals, the gayety of this 
gay king was over, Old age and adversity came 


upon him, and he comparatively retired from the 
world, and soon to his grave, Here, also, Louis 
XV. was born and died ; and here, too, Damiens 
made his attempt to assassinate this monarch in 
1757. Louis XVI. resided here until 1789, when he 
was removed by force to Paris and finally executed. 
In 1715 the palace was pilaged by the Parisians. 
Louis XVIII. and Charles X. occupied it. In 1855 
it was used by Napoleon III. for the reception of 
Queen Vietoria. In 1870 it Became the headquar- 
ters for the German army, and from here the king 
of Prussia wrote, in one of his interesting letters to 
his dear and pretty Augusta, as follows : 
“I write you word, my dear Augusta, 

We've had another awful buster— 

'Ten thousand Frenchmen went below ; 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” 

Versailes then formed the great center of the 
operations of the most remarkable war ever wit- 
nessed in the world's history, while a little later, 
when Paris was seized by the Communists, it became 
the seat of the legal government. 

In front of the palace is the Cour d'Honneur, sep- 
arated from the Palace d'Armes by stone parapets 
flanking a heavy iron railing richly ornamented and 
gilt. At the extremities of this railing are groups 
representing, on the right, France victorious over 
Germary, on the left, France victorious over Spain. 
In the court are placed two rows of colossal statues, 
to the right, Richelieu, Bayard, Colbert, Jourdan, 
Massina, Tourville, Deiguay, Trouin, and Turenne ; 
to the left, Suger, Du Guesclin, Sully, Lannes, Mor- 
tier, Suffren, Daquense, and Condé, the great mar- 
shals and admirals of France. [n the upper part of the 
Cour d'Honneur stands a colossal equestrian statue of 
Louis XIV., made of cannon brought from the 
Rhine. In front of this statue William of Prussia 
was proclaimed Emperor of Germany in the midst 
of his victorious generals and soldiery Jan. 18, 1871. 

Our visit to Versailles was extremely enjoyable 
from the collection of historical paintings in its 
numerous rich and sumptuous galleries, Some idea 
of the extent of these galleries may be had when I 
state the fact that at a good walking gait it requires 
forty-five minutes to walk through them without 
stopping to admire, and consequently they must 
reach nearly two miles in extent. Many of the pic- 
tures are very large and many of medium size, being 
representations of noted battles, coronations of 
kings, life-size portraits of kings, queens, princes, 
generals, admirals, etc., ete. There are5,000 of the 
paintings, which are said to have cost 25,000,000 
francs. They are rich.and brilliant in character, 
and were executed from fifty to one hundred years 
ago, and by the best artists. We spent most agree- 
ably several hours in looking through this most mag- 
nificent palace in all the earth. The banqueting and 
dancing hall of Louis XIV. is by far the most sump- 
tuous room J ever entered. It is about 240 feet in 
length by about 50 in breadth, and 40 or more in 
hight. It has some most beautiful life-size paint- 
ings—by Lebrun—of France’s greatest heroes, but 
the walls are mostly polished variegated marble, gold, 
and mirrors, with statues of Venus, Minerva, etc. I 
think the surface of the walls and the richly 
frescoed arched roof must be fully half in gold. 
Here a grand fete was given to Queen Victoria in 
1855, and here took place the coronation of Emperor 
William in 1871. The seventeen arched windows, 
large and splendid, look out upon the most beautiful 


grounds mortal eyes ever rested upon, consisting of | 


many acres of fountains, beautiful beds of splen- 
did flowers, trained vines, orange trees, scores 
upon scores of compact evergreen trees fifteen to 
twenty feet high, carefully trimmed in the form of 
cones, both round and square, beautiful hedges of 
glossy growth, trained ivy, etc. The walls, steps, 
fountain basins, are made of hewn granite or marble, 
and everything presents the richest appearance. 
These gardens, termed by Voltaire ?abime des des- 
penses, are still laid out according to the original 
plans of Le Notre, and are a perfect specimen of 
what that celebrated gardener could do when he had 
unlimited sums at his command. The view is a 
most magnificent panorama which is opened to the 
vision of the beholder ; the superposed terraces, the 
numberless flower-beds, the groups of statuary most 
elaborately sculptured, the vast number of single 
statues and vases, the superb trees, several centuries 
old, the flowers, resplendent with beauty and odor, 
that border the marble stairs, the avenues of arched 
foliage, the grottoes and rotundas, with the large and 
beautiful fountains, form a series of fine prospects 
which I confess myself utterly unable to do full jus- 
tice to. The fascinated eye dwells upon colonnades, 
pilasters, and pavilions ornamented with exquisite 
sculptures, upon mysterious groves and trembling 
pieces of water, upon flights of steps embroidered 
with heliotrope plants and dying roses. This rich 
and varied bewitching scene extends over an im- 
mense expanse of ground, ever varied, ever beauti- 
ful. Adjoining these gardens, on the north, are 
beautiful and extensive parks, consisting of trees of 
natural growth, with carriage ways and footpaths 
running and winding in all directions. Along some 
of the roadways trees resembling elms were set in 
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years ago, and there they are now, tall and majestic, 
and their boughs are curiously trimmed and inter- 
locked so as to make a most fascinating bower be- 
neath which to drive or walk. - Musical concerts are 
often held: in these parks in pleasant weather ; one 
was being held while we were there, and the music 
discoursed was very fitting to the place and the oc- 
casion. : 

But let ug return to the palace. We strolled 
through the rich and gorgeous rooms, large in size 
and many in number, occupied by Lonis XIV. and 
his successor. Such richness cannot be found in 
any other palace in the world., One becomes filled 
with the conviction that Louis XIV. had more gold 
than he knew what to do with and that he spread it 
with a lavish hand through all the rooms of his pal- 
ace. The stately room designed for receiving other 
crowned heads is most magnificent; so are the dwell- 
ing rooms, the breakfast and dining rooms, and the 
bedrooms, which themselves must be twenty feet 
each way, including hight. And in these rooms the 
German army in 1870-1 made their homes for a long 
time. The banqueting hall they used for à hospital, 
and I could only wonder that it still remained so 
beautiful and uninjured. The floors are of polished 
oak, and laid in short pieces and diagonally, as de- 
scribed in the Louvre. 

We were shown into the room where Louis XIV, 
died, with the same stately bed there upon which he 
breathed his last. The room, though extremely rich 
and pleasant, has remained unnsed since he left it. 
We were also shown into the bedrooms cf queen 
this, queen that, Madame Pompadour, where this 
person of royal blood once slept, and that one. All 
seemed a mass of magnificence and great splendor. 
We were also shown into the senate chamber and 
where the deputies assembled, debated, and passed 
laws. But my descriptions are too detailed, and I 
will not stop to describe more now; suflice it to say 
all is in keeping with that already described. 

I must not forget to mention that in one of the 
picture galleries we saw the celebrated white marble 
bust of Napoleon I. as he is said to have appeared at 
his death. He looks feeble and troubled and care- 
worn, à map of Europe is lying on his knee, which 
he has just been examining, but his eyes are closed 
in death—the greatest of warriors, a most able 
statesman, but a most unconscionable butcher and 
disseminator of human wretchedness, Much more 
could be said of the vast galleries of the dying 
scenes of French marshals, admirals, constables, and 
soldiers, in this Gallican Walhalla, but I know you 
will excuse me. It is all bloody ground, and tells 
the story of man’s oppression. 

On the ground floor of one wing of the palace we 

saw much statuary, largely of Grecian and Roman 
gods, heroes, etc. 1 must say a word of the numer- 
ous fountains which surround the palace; they are 
one of the grand elements of the place and are truly 
magnificent. There are fully half a dozen of them 
large and grand. In one large one were fully a 
dozen figures and jets throwing streams of water. 
They only play once a month, as the expense of 
pumping up the water is four thousand francs 
each time. Fortunately for us the playing of the 
fountains was to take place the next day, and as it 
was necessary to test them to see that all was right, 
we had an opportunity of seeing them in operation, 
The streams played in all directions and were 
beautiful. : 
We visited the Royal Chapel where the voluptu- 
ous and princely Louis X1V. and his successor did 
their worshiping, to atone for their sensuality and 
wickedness. It is very rich and contains beautiful 
paintings and statues. ltisto be presumed by those 
lecherous monarchs entering into this holy place 
once every week or two they would be entitled to 
act as basely as they pleased the remainder of the 
tinfe. That is also about the way many more mod- , 
ern Christians judge their conduct. 

We did not have time to visitthe Grand Trianon, 
about a mile from the palace. It is also a place of 
great magnificence, and was built by Louis XIV. 
for his elderly sultana, Mme. de Maintenon. It is 
said to have grand rooms, galleries, and rich paint- 
ings. The Musée des Voitures is a small building 
containing the carriages of state, used by the kings 
in former times. The Petit Trianon is à short dis- 
tance to the east, and was built by Louis XV. for a 
favorite mistress, the notorious Countess de Barry, 
but it was more a house of debauchery than a 
temple of love. Marie Antoinette passed here some 
of the happiest hours of her life. Marie Louise also 
resided here. The grounds are said to be very 
beautiful. 

But enough of Versailles. We returned to the 
city by steam-cars in about thirty-five minutes, feel- 
ing that we had seen grandeur enough for one day. 

Paris is well supplied with market-houses ; and 
as I viewed the tall, commodious, light, and airy 
buildings for the purpose I could not. help thinking 
of our Washington Market in New York and feel- 
ing ashamed of the same. 

Now, as Iam about ready to leave Paris for the 
present, I will detain you no longer with descrip- 
tions of its gayeties and animation. I have given 


regular rows on each side more than a hundred! you the day-view of some of its more noted places, 
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but Paris has also a night-side. It has its gardens of garden plots. We saw many plowing for fall 
and variety theaters, where damsels not quite so wheat, and sowing and harrowing in the same. The 
modest as they should be dance the can-can and land is very free from stones, and plowing is easy 
go through various unmentionable evolutions either and pleasant. The ground is rolling but gradually. 


very scantily dressed or not dressed at all. 


I will, You often obtain a beautiful view of thousands of 


however, leave it for such reverend harlequins as T. acres of this beautiful country, all in cultivation and 
De Witt. Talmage to look up and describe the de- dotted thickly with farmhouses, barns, and vil- 


linquencies from virtue of this great city. 


‘All I lages. 
know of the nightside of Paris I get second-hand. side. 


The appearances of thrift are seen on every 
The farmhouses are generally of brick, with 


Iget wearied enough every day to be willing to tile roofs, always very steep, and sometimes the 


retire at an early hour at night; besides I feel the old thatch roof is still noticed. 


'The farmhouses are 


great responsibility that rests upon the editor of not large nor imposing, and, as in England, the 
Tur TRuTH SEEKER and the necessity of maintain- barns and stables are unpleasantly close to the 
ing the untarnished reputation he is the possessor dwellings, often being joined together. 'The almost 
of. It would not answer for me, though on this side universal flower-beds in proximity to even the hum- 
of the Atlantic, to do anything to tarnish, even in a blest dwelling gives the country a pleasing, cheerful 


small degree, that reputation. 


I must say,in this appearance to the passer-by. 


I think American 


connection, that whatever facts may exist, whatever farmers and the dwellers in the country would do 
naughty praetices may beindulged in betweenthose well to give more attention to growing flowers 


who reside here and those who sojourn here, so far around their homes. 
as my knowledge and observation go, it is one of beauty and cheerfulness which far more than com-: 
. the most virtuous places in the world. That I have pensates for the trouble they cost. 

my doubts and fears to the contrary I will not some extensive stone-quarries where the soft, light- | 


They add an amount of 


deny. To inform you, however, to what extent the colored building-stone is obtained in large quanti- 
proprieties are here observed, I will narrate an inci- ; ties, and much of it doubtless taken to Paris. 


dent related to me. 


An American gentleman was 


At St. Quentin (pronounced Sonn Kontan), 125 


stopping at one of the first Parisian hotels, and feel- | miles from Paris, we stopped to take a diverging 


ing lonely, etc., he had induced a young person of road to Guise. 


We were obliged to wait two or 


the female persuasion to bear him company. It is|three hours for a train, which afforded time for din- 
said they were seen and observed by somebody out- | ner and to look at the old town, named after an old 


side and were complained of. 
requested to change his hotel. 


The gentleman was| Frenchman of many hundred years ago, who was 
He remonstrated at | canonized as a saint. — 
this, and said he thought in Paris a man had a right | 50,000 inhabitants or more. 


I judge it to be a city of 
it has very extensive 


to do what he pleased, and that he had done no|cotton manufactories, and is said to come next to 


more than others. 


The reply to him was that if his Manchester, England, in the manufacture of cotton 


room had opened on the court it would have made! goods. We visited the old cathedral, venerable with 
no difference who he had had with him, but his|the age of several centuries, and saw more altars, 
room opened on the street, and the proprieties must|shrines, aisles, transepts, chancel, chapels, organ, 


be observed. 


I think I mentioned that many of the | pulpits, statues, saints, paintings, tombs, etc., the 


hotels have courts of considerable size, the hotel|regular paraphernalia of all the cathedrals. This 
being built on all sides of it, and the court being | one is old, large, high, vaulted, and of course grand. 
covered with a glass roof. The man was compelled | Pious females were occasionally seen inside mutter- 
to leave. It is presumed he next took a room open- | ing their prayers, counting their beads, etc., and the 


ing on the court. So much for Parisian morality. 


I do not like Paris for its scarcity of ice, ice water, 


ice cream, and soda water. 


with. We saw a few pieces of ice at the hotel about | alms. y 
once a day, two or three small iumps about the size|hall) a building of imposing appearance where 


sacred candles were burning. Around the doors 
were the irresistible and omnipresent beggars, 


These are seldom met holding out their hats or tin cups asking for 
We visited the Hotel de Ville (town 


We passed 


that I wish to tell you. This social palace stands 
at one end of the village and a little away from the 
station, in & bend of the Ouse, which here is not 
a large stream. The residence, for four hundred 
and twenty families or over tweive hundred people, 
is à large building, or series of buildings, of red 
brick, the main part being perhaps two hundred feet 
inlength, and the two wings, one at each end of the 
main building, being of nearly the same size, and all 
four stories in hight. No attempt at architectural 
beauty was made, everything being plain and prac- 
tical. 

We found Mrs. Bristol in good health, and re- 
markably well pleased with her surroundings at the 
Familistere. She introduced us to M. Godin and 
his companion, Madame Marie. The Monsieur being 
unable to speak English, we could not converse with 
him ; but the Madame being able to talk a little in 
our language, we could make out better with her. 


They are indeed a remarkable pair. There are prob- 


ably few men living with more efficient practical 
administrative talent than M. Godin, a man of about 
sixty-five years. lle was formerly a member of the 
National Assembly, and is a man who would distin- 
guish himself wherever placed. It is twenty years 
since he commenced this co-operative enterprise 
on a small scale. The experiment was undertaken 
under the most disadvantageous circumstances and 
with an illiterate class of people; but, being thor- 
oughly imbued with the conviction that co-operation 
between capital and labor is susceptible of being 
made a practical success, he pressed on through all 
discouragements and obstacles until it may be de- 
clared a perfect success. The authorities of the 
town were for a long time opposed to him and his 
enterprise, and embarrassed him in every way they 
could. This they did especially in the way of 
schools, not recognizing the schools which he estab- 
lished. The church (Catholic) also regarded his 
enterprise with great jealousy and apprehension. 
The priests conceived the idea that he was gaining 
a power over his people decidedly inimical to their 
own, and they thwarted his efforts in every way 
they could. He is not an orthodox, and takes no 
stock in church nonsense. He is a Spiritualist of 
the Swedenborgian type, but does not interfere with 
the religious opinions of any of the persons com- 
prising the F'amilistere. Those who do not wish to 


of chestnuts being dropped into the wine glasses|the mayor and the city officials transact the pub- 
. once, but never being added to the water pitchers or|lic business. We also strolled through the mar- 
‘bottles. "When I called for ice the second time the | kets in an open square, out of doors, where women 
intelligence was brought to me that it was “out.” | were selling vegetables, fruits, goods, and wares of 
Ihave hardly seen a regular soda fountain in the | various kinds. Plums and pears are the main fruit 
city, and only one or two icecream saloons. Carbon-|met with, and the latter are not good. They are 
ated water is put up in quart bottles, and by opening |dry and puckery, and not soft, juicy, and luscious 
the valve the stream pours out nicely, but it is|like American pears. The French muskmelons were 
always warm and insipid. Oh, what a. luxury is ice | too dear to encourage us to buy. The town stands 
in hot weather ! ` fon a hill, and some of the streets are pretty steep. 
In settling up our hotel bill we received what is| Water must be plentiful with the St. Quentins, for 
called addition (bil). This is put in a sealed|ii came rushing down the gutters in sufficient quan- 
envelope and handed us. Mine reads as follows:  |tity to run a mill. The town has not much beauty, 
Mr. Bennett. Dr. but looks solid and antiquated. 


attend church at all are regarded with as much favor 
as those who do. ‘Those who are Catholics and 
wish to attend to confession and the other services 
of the church are entirely free to do so without a 
word being said to the contrary. He neither inter- 
feres with the religious opinions nor social relations 
of his twelve hundred employes. Those who wish 
to marry do 80, and those who do not wish to marry 
have the same right. There is the fullest freedom 
allowed save in such practices as may interfere with 
the rights and privileges of others ; in that domain 
there are regulations that have to be attended to. 
We were 800n on our way to and through the 
workshops, within five minutes’ walk of the dweil- 


Aout (Aug.) 19. 1 Bougie (candle) .50 Guise is some twenty-five miles east of St. Quen-|ing. The principal work done is the manufacture 
« d 22. 2 Timbre (postage) .40  |tin ; and as the train running there is a mixed one— | of stoves of all kinds, hollow ware, various house- 
“ «€ 25. 1 Bougie (candle) .50  |freight and passenger—and travels slowly, we were|h old articles of japanned ware, etc. The iron is 


6 jours (days) dejeuner et diner two hoursin making the distance. The river Ouise, | taken in the pig, aud worked up into hundreds of 


(breakfast and dinner) 54.00 |on which Guise is built, is a very crooked stream, | shapes in these elaborate and well managed work- 
and meanders charmingly through the low meadow shops. The molding rooms are very extensive, and 
55.40 |land on either side of the railroad. We saw many |the number of patterns immense. 


Many were 
molding in the old-fashioned way, by hand, while 


many others were using M. Godin's improved proc- 
ess, Which I will attempt to give an imperfect de- 
scription of. On a turn-table, perhaps fifteen or 
twenty feet in diameter, are six or eight molding 
frames or stands, about five feet long by two and a 
half feet in width and five inches in depth. In the 
bottom are permanently fixed a series of iron pat- 
terns for the different parts of stoves or whatever 
else may be required. On these a little ground 
plumbago or stove coal is sprinkled, and as the turn- 
table moves to a certain point the moistened mold- 
ing sand comes down from a flour overhead, and fills 
the frame. I should say, before the sand is let in a 


Meaning 55 francs and 40 centimes (pronounced |fine herds of cattle feeding in the pastures, but 
sonteems), or $11.08. under the care of an attendant. I was sorry to no- 

Now the bill is paid, and we are off to the gare | tice all the apple trees in this section were killed by 
(depot) on our way to Brussels. last winter’s severe weather. 

Au revoir, D. M. B. There are many pleasant little villages within this 
space of twenty-five miles. The railroad terminates 
at Guise, an old town of some twelve thousand in- 
habitants, named after the Duke of Guise, who, I 
believe, was one of the terrible men of his time, 
noted for warlike deeds and personal valor. The 

Dear TaurH SEEKERS : I will in this ietter give | town makes no pretension to beautiful attractions, 
you some account of our visit to M. Godin's Famil- but is cleanly and of the old time. It reminded me 
lstere or Social Palace, of Guise, France. I have for of pictures of European towns which I used to look 
considerable time felt a desire to visit the place and |at in my childhood. There is a public square and a 
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witness the practical working of the institution, and | mairie, or town hall, where the municipal council 
more particularly at this time, because Mrs. Augusta| hold their meetings and pass their ordinances. On 
Cooper Bristol, of Vineland, N. J., one of the dele-|a slight eminence is the remains of an old castle 

ates to the Brussels Congress, has been visiting the | where warlike encounters doubtless once took piace. 
place for a few weeks, and being still there our visit|It has been repaired and modernized, and we did 


would be more pleasant. 


The morning on which we left Paris was a pleas- 
ant one ; after spending a few days in the crowded | and women lead most useless lives. 


not learn much of its history. I learn there are con. 
vents and monasteries in the vicinity where men 
Our hotel was 


city the pleasant country scenes were a delightful | very cleanly. The landlord was once a soldier, and 


change. We swiftly rolled by thrifty farming dis- 
tricts, tidy looking villages, manufactories, churches, 


ad several badges and testimonials of personal 
bravery in service. His wife understands how to 


etc., and viewed all with delight. It isa beautiful|run a hotel. The female attendants were dutiful, 
farming country, and the crops of oats, hay, etc., | and blacked our shoes and brushed our clothes in 


. were industriously being secured. 


The country, a8|fine style. 


lad we'a week to spare in the place, 


a rule, is nearly free of fences, none being used by|such a cleanly, quiet hotel would be very pleasant. 


farmers as à general thing. 


The hedges along the| The main fault we had to find was the so frequent 
railway (chemin de fer) were about all the fences|changing of plates at dinner. We ate but a few 


we saw. The beet culture is extensively prosecuted | mouthfuls before our plates were taken and clean 


man attaches to each pattern the apparatus that 
leaves the opening for the melted iron to be poured 
in. The turn-table moves again, and the frame goes 
under a press, and by the action of the machinery 
the sand is firmly pressed over and around the pat- 
terns ; as soon as the frame moves another degree 
two or three men stand ready with spatulas or little 
trowels to make the openings where the ‘ron is to be 
poured in, and the apparatus is removed which con- 
nects with the patterns. A large crane then takes 
the entire frame, sand and all, and lifts it from the 
part to which the patterns are attached, all dust, 
etc., is brushed away, and that frame is then attached 
to another to correspond, prepared in a similar way, 
and when fastened together by a simple arrangement 
another set of men pour in the melted iron, and the 
castings are made. As soon as the iron has become 
cold enough, which is but a short time, another 


in this part of France, hundreds of acres in the|ones given in their place. Ithink they were thus 
aggregate being seen during that day's ride. It} changed six times during one meal. I don’t believe 
gives the little farms the appearance of gardens, 80 | the women mind washing dishes much in this coun- 
the country for scores of miles looks like a continu- try. 

ous garden, The patches of wheat, oats, olover,| But it is of the Familistere—M. Godin's wonder- 
etc, are in square form and present the appearance | ful experiment in eo-operative labor and interest— 


crane lifts the double frame to a large table, with 
slats or bars a little way apart, for a top. Here 
three or four men take the clasps off the frame, the 
sand is broken up and falls through the bars toa 
wide endless apron which takes it to the floor 
overhead, where it is passed through a sieve or rid. 
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dle, by maebinery, ready to descend again upon 
other molding-frames. In a shorter time than 
use in telling this, half a dozen of these frames are 
filled, manipulated, molded, adjusted, cast, the 
castings picked out of the sand with tongs 
for the purpose, and, as soon as they become 
_cold enough, are taken in cars on a little track to 
another part of the establishment to be cleaned and 
finished. The adjusted frames, the permanent pat- 
terns, the turn-table, the fires, the sand being taken 
up and sifted by machinery, this altogether is a 
great labor-saving arrangement, and facilitates 
the work very much, and makes it light for 
the workmen. All the lifting and heavy work 
is done by the engine. The turn-table moves about 
the sixth part of a circle each time, and just the 
right numbét of hands attend to each branch of the 
business, so that as the turn-table makes its regular 
circuit each share of the work is done just at the 
proper time, just as the sprinkling of the sand is 
done, and the due amount of pressure applied. It 
seemed like “clock work," and was interesting to 
witness. This invention is of great value to the 
establishment, and I think it could be introduced 
into some of our American foundries with beneit. 

The works consist of many large rooms, two hun- 
dred feet in length, some of them, and in all of them 
constant industry seemed to be the rule. The men 
were Working a8 though they felt that they had an 
individual interest, as they have, to get as much per- 
formed as possible. But little talking is done by 
them, and that in a low voice. In the cleaning 
department, and other branches where suitable, were 
many women at work with the men, and they seemed 
just as industrious as the men. True, the work is 
rather black and dirty for women, but the branches 
they attend to are not very hard. They wore 
dresses suited to the work, and I was told they were 
paid the same wages that were paid to men for the 
same services. In packing up the smaller articles 
for market the women were employed, and can do it 
a8 well as men. 

The enameling room was quite interesting. The 
wares and articles to be enameled are put into an 
oven and brougbt to a red heat, when they are taken 
out with long iron forks, and the glazing material, 
composed of finely-powdered flint glass, lead, ete., is 
sprinkled on, and the articles are again replaced in 
the oven. I think this process is repeated. The 
glazings are of different colors, a8 desired, and when 
completed they look very pretty. Light articles of 
hollow ware, basins, mantles, fireplace pieces, etc., 
are the articles glazed and colored. 

The whole establishment, having twelve hundred 
workmen all busily engaged, seemed a perfect bee- 
hive of industry, and all looked happy and contented. 

: A more peaceable, quiet, industrious set of men and 
women 1 have never seen, and I am glad to say they 
are doing a flourishing business. The sale for their 
wares has greatly increased; they have orders from 
all parts of France and the adjoining countries, 
more even than they can fill. J learned that orders 
were in hand that would require some months to fill. 
It is à very extensive business that is being done 
there, and something like a quarter of a million 
francs in profit is made by the association. 

After seeing the shops we visited M. Godin's gar- 
den. As Iam interested in all the gardens, I was 
particularly so with this. He has in it a large 
variety of flowering plants, ornamental plants, fruit 
trees, etc. It is well laid off and is a pleasant place 
to pass an hour. i 

We also visited the nursery—that is, the baby 
nursery. It consists of two good-sized rooms where 
babies from a few months old to a year or two of 
age are kept through the day and returned at night 
to their mothers. A sufficient number of nurses are 
delegated for this purpose to give the babes all due 
attention, and the mothers can visit them during the 
day as desired. None are required to send their 
babies to the nursery unless they choose to do so. It 
certainly relieves them from a great deal of trouble, 
and the babies are well taken care of. It was curi- 
ous to see the arrangement for the little cradles, 
thirty or forty in all, arranged in rows and duly 
numbered, each child bearing'a certain number. 
The beds for the little fellows are made of bran; 
this is put loose in the bottom of the cradles, and 
when necessary to be renewed it is taken out and 
disposed of and more clean bran substituted. A 
cloth is placed over it, so the child does not come in 
contact with the bran. The babies all looked clean 
and healthy, but I presume some of the little fellows 
"were getting hungry and tired, for I noticed they 
were able to use their lungs with considerable force, 
and that is a very fine provision of nature; crying 
strengthens the lungs as well as other parts of the 
system ; it is a necessary exercise for the miniature 
men and women. If they did not cry they would 
be feeble and puny. 

In another department of the nursery were chil- 

-dren from two to four years of age. This is con- 
ducted on the plan of a kindergarten school, and a 
rudimentary course of education is blended with the 
exercise. Here the little boys and girls are looked 
after through the day, and here they learn the alpha- 
bet and how to spell simple words. The children 
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still older have suitable playgrounds, where we saw 


I| them exercising in various ways, sportive and happy. 


The children from seven to fifteen attend school 
in a regular schoolhouse, apart from the little fel- 
lows, where boys and girls attend together. We 
saw them return from school at the close of the day ; 
they march in two columns, side by side, boys in one 
and girls in the other, singing a lively air as they 
march along. Inside the dwellings are courts, say 
fifty feet or more square, inclosed by a glass roof. 
The children march into these courts according to 
the part of the large establishment in which they 
live, then arrange themselves in rows, complete 
their song, and repair to their respective homes. 
Everything seems to move like clockwork without 
jarring or clashing. In the morning the children, 
when schooltime comes, gather into their courts, sing 
a song, and in time to their own music march in 
the same order, boys and girls side by side, to the 
schoolhouse. Mrs. Bristol, who has been a school- 
teacher, informed me that she had never seen a body 
of children more proficient in their studies or any 
better behaved than these children of the Familis- 
tere. 

'The rooms occupied by each family are in propor- 
tion to the needs and tastes of the individual fam- 
ilies. The buildings are so arranged that rooms 
may be had according as required. Some suites are 
more desirable than others, and command a higher 
price. The rooms on the upper floor are less desira- 
ble than those lower down, consequently they are 
cheaper; so every family can rent such rooms as 
they prefer, just as people do elsewhere, only paying 
in proportion to what they have. If any prefer to 
live in some other part of the village in place of the 
Familistere they are at liberty to do so. A small 
number avail themselves of this liberty, though by 
far the greater number prefer the Familistere, find- 
ing it more economical and pleasant. Water is 
taken into each hall, and places provided for empty- 
ing the waste water. Necessary rules for cleanliness 
of course have to be observed. So far as I saw, the 
entire establishment appeared clean and orderly. 
People soun learn to adapt themselves to the require- 
ments, and seem to show a disposition to do that 
which will prevent their being disagreeable to their 
neighbors. 

It would seem that the establishment must be 
crowded, and too compact for comfort, but they 
have a plenty of air and room for exercise. Each 
story or floor has a wide piazza running around the 
entire court, and there is no necessity for collision. 
Here they can walk and exercise to their heart's 
content. They are not as much crowded as are the 
average tenement houses in New York. But I 
apprehend this manner of life would not suit all 
tastes. I must say, however, that the members of 
the association seem to be contented, and it is very 
seldom that one withdraws. If they are immoral or 
misbehaved they can be expelled from the associa- 
tion by the votes of a majority of the members. 
Candidates for admission are also acted upon in the 
same manner. None are admitted unless so decided 
upon by a majority. 

M. Godin is the capitalist of the concern, and the 
men and women furnish the muscle or labor. The 
association is a partnership on this basis : The nom- 
inal capital is 4,600,000 francs.. M. Godin assumes 
the position of manager and general director. A 
managing committee elected by the association assist 
him in conducting the business. The members of 
the association are divided into four classes, called 
associées, societaires, participants, and interesses. All 
members twenty-five years of age who have lived in 
the family five years or more, and who can read and 
write, may, if they are owners of a share of the gen- 
eral fund amounting to not less than 500 franos, be- 
come associes. They have certain stipulated privi- 
leges, and are entitled to a larger share of the profits 
than the societaires, participants, or interesses. The 
societaires, like the associes, must reside inthe Fam- 
ilistere and have been members of the association 
not less than three years. They must not be less 
than twenty-one years of age. Societaires have a 
larger share in the profits than either the partici- 
pants or intresses. The participants are members 
who have been with the association not less than a 
year. They must be twenty-one years of age, but 
need not reside on the premises unless they prefer to 
do so. Such -persons as have become owners of.a 
share by the death of a relative, or otherwise, are 
entitled interesses, and have only a money claim on 
the association, 

M. Godin receives for his services as general man- 
ager the annual salary of 15,000 francs, which is 
paid from the general fund of the association. In 
addition he receives interest on the capital he has 
anvested in the enterprise (4,600,000 francs) at the 
rate of five per cent per annum. M. Godin could 
easily have received a higher rate of interest on his 
capital, but this low rate of interest is . perfectly 
satisfactory to him. A certain sum, fixed by the 
committee, is set aside for the support of the sick, 
aged, and infirm, and their wives and children. I 
was informed that there are in the association at 
the present time two or three members too old and 
feeble to toil longer, and they receive a pension 


sufficient to sustain them. Every member, after 
toiling & certain number of years. (I think thirty), 
is entitled to this pension. 

Another fund, amounting to 20,000 francs yearly, 
is set apart for the purpose of educating the chil. 
dren of the members. It is obligatory upon all 
that their children have the proper time for educa- 
tion. No religious dogmas are taught in the 
schools.- i i 

À third fund is reserved for the payment of inter- 
est on the shares and certificates held by members, 
Again, ten per cent of the annual profits is reserved 
for a sinking fund. een 

After this the net profits are divided as follows : 
Reserve fund, per cent, 25 
Capital and labor, f 50 
Capital is paid its division in cash, labor 

receives its division in credits in 
form of certificates called res 
d'epargne, O 

The remaining twenty-five per cent is distributed 
in credit notes; twelve per cent goes to the mana- 
ger; nine per cent to the other members of the 
managing committee, and two per cent to the mem- 
bers of a committee for managing certain internal 
affairs, called the Conseil de Surveillance. Two per 
centis also set aside for rewarding any workmen 
who may have specially distinguished themselves, 
and for inventors. Thus the entire earnings are 
provided for. 


[11 


HOW IT WORKS. 


This system will perhaps be better understood by 
restating it as follows : 
D. FRANCS, 
The capital invested in the establishment 4,600,000 
In the course of the year 1,100 workmen 
have been paid five francs per day 
each for three hundred working days, 


total, 1,650,000 
Five per cent interest to M. Godin on 
4,600,000 francs, 230,000 
Net profits of the year amount to 200,000 
These profits are divided thus: 
Reserve fund of twenty-five per cent, 50,000 
Fifty per cent capital and labor, 100,000 


Capital being represented by 2,300,000 francs and 
labor by 1,650,000 francs, about six-sevenths of the 
100,000 francs would be credited to labor and the 
other one-seventh paid over to capital. Capital 
would thus get about 14,000 francs and labor about 
86,000 franes. The remaining twenty-five per cent 
would be divided by the manager, the committee, 
the inventors, etc., a8 stated. 

The amount credited to each individual workman 
and employee of course depends upon the amount 
of the wages he earns and his social status as an 
associe, societaire, or participant. An associe earn- - 
ing 2,000 francs a year, for instance, would be 
entitled to a credit note of 150 francs. A societaire 
also receiving 2,000 francs wages would be credited 
by 100 francs, and a participant only 50 francs. It 
will be seen that M. Godin receives in cash a salary 
of 15,000 francs; interest on his capital, 230,000 
francs; a share in the net profits, here supposed to 
have amounted to 16,000 francs; and is, moreover, 
as manager, entitled to a credit note for twelve per 
cent of said profits, say 16,000 francs more. 

The sums credited to the workmen and employees 
gradually accumulate, so that the employees, too, 
become capitalists. At the end of twenty years it 
is estimated that the sums so accumulated will equal 
the amount invested by M. Godin, and that the 
workmen will thus become owners of the establish- 
ment. 

The eapital, 4,600,000 francs, is the estimated 
value of the entire establishment, together with 
another smaller establishment in Belgium, not far 
from this city. 

A fine bathing house, with shower baths, plunge 
bath, or swimming bath, belongs to the establish- 
ment. During certain hours of the day it is reserved 
for the use of the men, and certain other hours for 
the women. No washing of dirty clothes is done in 
the dwelling rooms, but in the laundry or wash- 
house for the purpose. 

Opposite. the dwelling is a building called the 
theater, in which there is a stage, scenery, seata, etc., 
like any theater, and theatrical performances are 
occasionally held there. The members formerly got 
up amateur companies, but as it. was found to inter- 
fere somewhat with their work it was. discontinued. 

The night we were there it was used by the brass 
band of tbe Familistere, who met there for practice. 
We stepped up, M. Godin, Madame Marie, and Mrs. 
Bristol with us, and listened to some very good 
music. Thus the men who two hours before we saw 
molding, cleaning, casting, etc., were now playing 
the cornet, the French horn, the clarionet, the bass 
viol, ete. There were some thirty members in the 
band. It seemed to me a very sensible way of pass- 
ing a few hours in the evening. Those who prefer 
to read can do so. Besides this they have a lecture 
room, where lectures are listened to as often as the 
wishes of the association dictate. 

I judge that the members of the association are a 
moral class., There is said to be no drunkenness 
among them, and an illegitimate child has not yet 


. plished by others in the same direction. 
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been born in the Familistere. I do not know where 
there is another community of the same size of which 


the same can be said in truth. ; 


A store where the ordinary necessaries of life may 
be obtained a trifla above cost belongs to the asso- 


ciation, and is patronized by the members. The 
purchases are made at wholesale prices by a .com- 
mittee for the purpose. 
Spiritual teachers among them, but those who wish 
to attend the churches in the village are at perfect 
liberty to do so. M. Godin makes no effort to 
influence the religious notions of any of the 
members. It comes as near being a community of 
mental freedom as can easily be imagined. ‘The 
majority, however, having been brought up in the 
Catholic church, still adhere to it. 

M. Godin prefers in cases of death to have a‘secu- 
lar funeral only, but if the friends of the deceased 


. wish the services of a priest he does not object. A 


few weeks ago one of his own relations died, and he 
dispensed with the services of the priest at the 
funeral altogether. Each member who wishes it is 
entitled, upon the payment of a small sum, to the 
use of a piece of ground belonging to the associa- 
tion, of which they own nearly fifty acres, for a gar- 
den. Many avail themselves of this provision. 

‘Take it all in all, I think it a very happy, indus- 
trioue, and virtuous community M., Godin has cer. 
tainly made his enterprise a great and practical suc- 
cess, quite beyond anytling that has been accom- 
This has 
undoubtedly been owing to the great ability and 
executive talent of the founder, and the deep, per- 
sistent, and unfailing faith he has all the time had 
in the ultimate success of the undertaking. There 
is not, perhaps, one man among ten millions so well 
calculated for such on enterprise as is M. Godin. 
He has not been actuated by a sordid, selfish prin- 
ciple to benefit himself alone, but has been moved 
from the first by the high and holy purpose to do 
good to his fellow-men. 

It is thought he has had many disadvantages to 
labor under at Guise that he would not have had to 
contend with at many other places. First, the peo- 
ple of the town, though he was establishing a very 
considerable industry among them, threw every-ob- 
stacle in his way possible. Second, he was not on à 
general thoroughfare, and his'freights on the iron 
for his use and on his wares when made are much 
heavier than they would be in many other localities. 


Third, his members are not from an intelligent, en- 
lightened, thinking class. In fact, they might be 
called the ignorant, stupid class, not quick to per- 


ceive the advantages to be gained from coöperation, 
but they are slowly changing and gradually becom- 
ing better enlightened. Mrs. Bristol gives it as her 
opinion that M. Godin is decidedly the greatest and 
ablest man she ever became acquainted with. He is 


a scholar of no mean ability, and has written and. 


published several works on Socialism and coópera- 
tion. A paper devoted to the same cause is pub- 
lished by the association, and Mr. Godin contrihutes 
largely to it. The editor, M. Chambly (or something 
near that), is an intelligent gentleman, speaking 
English with some difficulty, however. 


workshops; eto. 

Our visit to the Familistere was an interesting one, 
and I hope many similar institutions may be estab- 
lished in many other places and prove equally as 
successful. M. Godin has worked out a problem in 
coöperation of great use to mankind, and it is to be 
hoped many will profit by it and go and do like- 
wise. 

The question arises in my mind as to how far such 
an enterprise may be successful in America. Coöp- 
eration and a united effort and interest have many 
advantages. over individual effort, and of course 
there are also some disadvantages and drawbacks. 
Our people are restless, impatient of control, and 
decidedly selfish. Whether a Familistere could be 
successfully managed with the average American I 
am not by any means certain. If this selfishness 
and restlessness could give place to earnestness, un- 
ceasing enthusiasm, and willingness to work for our 


-brothers and sisters of humanity, I should indulge 


in great hopes of success. Let hopes be indulged in 
by all. Mrs. Bristol came to France to especially 
inform herself as to the actual workings of the en- 
terprise, and she is highly pleased with what she has 
seen and learned. She will return to America well 
posted on. the subject of coóperation, and will un- 
doubtedly lecture upon the subject. Connected with 
her are persons deeply interested in the same sub- 
ject, and it is to be hoped some noble minds, with 
necessary pecuniary ability, may be interested in 
the cause and do in America what M. Godin has 
accomplished at Guise. 

On Friday morning of the 27th we left Guise for 
Brussels, leaving Mrs. Bristol and Mrs. E. B. 
Foote—who will join her at Guise—to follow 
in a couple of days. We were detained two or 
three hours again at St. Quentin and arrived 
at Brussels at about 6 1-2 r.m. The country all 
along from St. Quentin is of the same beautiful, 
highly cultivated character as that we had seen 
before, with perhaps some increase in the hight of 


They have no priests or 


He paid us 
very polite attention and showed us through the 


band in our possession. 

Belgium, called here and by the French Belgique 
(pronounced Belgeek), is a small country, containing 
about 11,400 square miles (about one-fourth the size 
of the state of New York), and sustaining a popu- 
lation of 5,000,000—250 people to the square mile— 
and, after China, is said to be the most densely 
populated country on the earth. Itis almost entirely 
a continuous garden, and almost every foot of land 
is in a state of high cultivation. The Belgians are 
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cultivation reached. We came to the frontier of | gained in that larger and wealthier city. The build- 
Belgium at Erquelles, where we changed cars and ings here are of the same light-colored stone, and 
were subjected to the usual Custom House overhaul-|are usually four, five, and six stories high. 
ing of baggage, to see that we had nothing contra-|roofs are very steep, and almost invariably of the 


The 


red or black tile. The streets are clean, but not as 
smoothly paved as those of Paris. I see very little 
of the asphalte pavement here. 

The city is situated on the river Senne a stream 
of no great consequence. It is divided into the 
upper and lower town, the fashionable world taking 
possession of the former, and the merchants and. 
tradespeople the latter. The more modern portions 
of the city are well laid out, but in the older part 
the streets are narrow, crooked, and irregular. The 


truly an industrious, thrifty, talented people, and|higher and newer part is not less than a hundred 


probably manage to get about as much happiness feet above the lower or flat part. à 
out of existence as any people in the world. For a|quite so favorable for a city as is Paris. 


The ground is not 
The older 


Catholic country I think it may be called one of the} part of the town is crowded with narrow thorough- 
most prosperous in Christendom. The inhabitants | fares, abounding with houses of the ancient Flemish 


are made up 


Dutch, and Germans, the first predominating. The) of them very attractive. 


of three nationalities, the French,|type. The shops or stores are numerous, and many 


Like the stores in Paris, 


language spoken is usually French, though it may|they seem small to a New Yorker, but are neatly 
be called a patois, not a pure French, and partaking | arranged. . 


in some degree of thelanguages of Holland and Ger- 


The history of Brussels dates back to the seventh 


many. Belgium was formerly united with Holland, | century, when St. Géry built a castle on the island 
and the two were the Flanders ef a few centuries | of that name, formed by the Senne, which Otho II. 
ago. The lines hav often been changed ; war bas|inhabited in the tenth century. The manufacture~ 
had much rule here in the times when war was more | of cloth and firearms raised it to prosperity in the 
common; and often has this small, rich country | fourteenth century, and from that time to the pres- 
changed owners, belonging first to one government | ent it has nearly always been a prosperous city.. In 


and then to another. 


common with all this country it has been the scene 


Fifty years ago a revolution took plate, and Bel-|of many vicissitudes. It wae besieged and taken 
gium separated from Holland and had a king of her| by the English in 1213 ; by Philip of Cleves in 1488; 
own, Leopold I. He passed away, Leopold IL. had | bombarded by the sacrilegious Marshal Villeroi in 
his time, and now Leopold III. is upon the throne— 1695, who demolished the churches, and over four 
a tolerably amiable, harmless, useless sort of fellow, | thousand dwelling-houses, besides, again, in 1708, 


but ove whom it costs the Belgians a good deal of |p 
But these Europeans think there | Saxe in 1746. 


money to Support. 


elector of Bavaria; and by Marshal 
The treaty of 1814 madeit one of the 


the 


is nothing like royalty, and they hug it to their|capitals of the Netherlands, and when at length the 


hearts like a choice treasure. 


separation took place in 1830 of Belgium from Hol- 


Upon arriving in Bruxelles, as it is written in |land, Brussels became the capital and the seat of. 
France and here, we called first on Dr. Cesar De | government. 


Paepe, the Secretary for the English-speaking dele- 
gates to the Freethinkers’ Congress. We met with a 
very cordial reception from him, and found him a 


Probably the most bloody and cruel time ever 
seen by Brussels and Belgium was when that 
ernel, merciless Christian tyrant, the Duke of 


genial gentleman and an excellent scholar. He bas] Aivi, in 1567, roamed, over this fair land like a wild 
distinguished himself in medical science, and stands | beast with his murderous army, putting thousands 
high with the people of Brussels. We took supper|i5 death because their belief did not quite tall y with 


with him and his interesting family, after which we 


looked around town and took rooms here in the| were thus 


that prescribed by the established church. Many 
put to death in this vicinity, and ten 


Nouvelle Cour de Bruxelles, which, I believe, means | thousand artisans from this city alone were driven 
the New Coumt of Brussels, the building in which the] to seek refuge in hospitable England, from whence 
Congress is to be held, so we will be handy on the the larger portion of them never returned, thus 


ground. 

In the evening the committee on organization held 
a meeting, which we were invited to attend, and met 
with another very kind reception. Nine of the com- 
mittee were present, among whom were Dr. 


England gaining largely by what Belgium lost. 
The citizens of Brussels are proud of the institutions 
of their ancestors, and there are still existing here 
many admirable foundations and corporations which 


De} had their origin in the middle ages. Counts Eg- 


Paepe, M. Nicholas Goffin (President), D. Brismee,| mont and Horn, those distinguished heroes, for 


A. 


ancanbergh (Secretary), N. Coulon, Ch. De opposing the power of the religious king of Spain, 


Buyger, A. Standart, and others. An hour or two| were executed and met their fate here. The cruel 


were passed as pleasantly as could be expected where 
one language is not spoken in common. 
Paepe speaks English, but not fiuently; President 
Goffia speaks it some also, but the others do not. 


l'puke of Alva. 


policy, of which this deed was one example, has left 


r. Jé | an indelible, horrible blot on the execrable memory 


of Philip II. and his bloody, tyrannous general, the 
A splendid monument formerly 


wish Stephen Pearl Andrews would hurry up that] stood here to the memory of the martyred heroes, 


universal language of his, s0 we need not always 
labor under such difficulties. 


directly in front of the ancient Broodhuis (Bread 
House), or Maison du Roi, from the windows of 


We arose in good season this morning, and as our | which the ferocious human tiger, Alva, grimly gazed 
room fronts on the street we were interested in look- | on the sickening tragedy. 1t is thought and hoped 
ing at the movements of the people: We especially | the monument will be restored; but the church. is 


noticed the great number of dog-carts that are in 
use. I think we must have seen a hundred of them 


so strong here it looks discouraging, and it may 
wholly prevent the restoration of any monument 


before breakfast going in all directions, generally | commemorative of its own heartless, bloody cruelty 


under the drivership of women and lads, though 
occasionally men. I was surprised to see what big 
loads they managed to get along with. They had 
all kinds of loads, though I think more were in the 
milk trade than anything else, two or three big cans 
of milk usually making a load., I saw some with loads 
of cabbages, etc., half as large as a horse could draw. 

Ido not know that I disapprove of making the 
dogs work. As a general thing they are nearly a 
useless animal, and if they can be made to earn their 
living in an honest way I have not. the slightest 
objection. There are hundreds of thousands of dogs 


in America which might well be employed in some 


useful occupation. I see no reason why horses, 
asses, and mules should be made to work constantly 
and dogs allowed to go scot-free. Give the dogs a 
chance to be industrious ; let them work their way 
through the world as honest men, women, horses, 
asses, and oxen have todo. The little donkeys, no 


much larger than some dogs, are also common here. | 


The poorer people wear wooden shoes largely, and 
the way they go clattering around is funny. 
Brussels is 4 beautiful city, and is probably more 
like Paris than is any other city in Europe. Had I 
not seen Paris I could readily have believed 
the most beautiful European city. But though it is 
called “the second Paris,” and “ Paris in miniature,” 


and oppression. Goethe, in his “Egmont,” does 
full justice to the churchly scenes enacted here. 


Yes, the church is powerful here. The Catholic 
power is almost unlimited. The priests—and the 
country is full of them—are paid by the govern- 
ment, and the churches are also furnished by the 
state. A great work has to be done here before this . 
is a free country in a religious point of view. But . 
here are a brave band of Freethinkers, and they are 
steadily and wisely pressing on to the great work 
before them. "They do not expect impossibilities, 
but they do hope and expect to make gradual in- 
roads upon the power of the pope and his minions, 
who for centuries have been the great incubus—the 
curse of this beautiful country. 

There are many points of interest in Brussels—- 
much to be described. I have spent several days in 


t|sight-seeing here, and have been highly pleased; 


but before going into a general description of the 
same I will in my next give a brief account of the 
Freethinkers’ Congress, the main object which 


brought us here. : i 
Believe me, dear friends, I bear you in constant 
D. M. B. 


it to be remembrance. . 


A 


Tur third Annual Convention of the New England Anti- 


it still falls far short in extent and magnificence of | nestn Leacue meets in Reience Hall, 718 Washington street, 


the French capital. 
people, while Paris has 2,000,000. 


Brussels contains about 200,000 | Boston, Mass., Sunday and Monday, Ost. 17ib and 18:h, 
Brussels is the three sessions daily. Dr. B. T. Ciarke, A. D. Wheeler, 


capital of Belgium, and is the largest city in it.| Moses Hull, Angela T. Hey wood, C. M. A. Twitche'l, Dr. 
The style of the buildings is much after the manner | J, H. Swain, J. W. Stillman, Prof. A, P. Barnes, E. H. 
of Paris, only they by no means reached the point! Heywood, and other speakers expected. 
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They had not lived long enough to learn much. as we hav 
no intimation that they had spent one night in the garden, 
and therefore what transpired must hav been in the first day 
of their existence. What time is that to learn a language 
and the ideas a language is designed to convey ? They saw 
no impropriety in being naked, nor had they the least idea 
of right or wrong, Nor did God wish they should hav, for 
he had interdicted the fruit of the only tree in the garden 
that would giv them any knowledge of good and evil. But 
the snake or serpent thought it a pity that 80 nicely made 
and perfect people should remain so ignorant. Knowing 
God, and apprehending the facts in the case, supposing that 
God had left the garden on purpose to giv him 8 chance 
to tell them what he knew, he says to Eve: “This fruit 
won't kill you. God knows it will open your eyes and make 
you to be as gods, kuowing good and evil.” Now here isa 
question of veracity to be settled between God and the ser- 
pent. ' This wil require at least three witnesses ; first, the 
history of Adam and his race is sufficient proof that they 
didn't die in the day that they ate the fruit. 

But it is said they did die in trespasses and sins, That is 
an afterthought. "That is theology. ..God didn’t think to 
put that in when he inspired the narrativ. : 

The second witness is Adam. He says his eyes were 
opened, and he knew he was naked, and God did not con- 
tradict him. ) : 

The third witness is God himself. He said, Behold the 
man. is,become as one of ue, to know good and evil. 

The propositions of the serpent to Eve are therefore sus- 
tained by three unimpeachable. witnesses. . 

. The snake, for an animal, must hav been very sharp to 
hav learned a language in so short a time, and know so much 
of what God knew. : 


stock & Co., for the power of example is well known and 
fully appreciated. Ever since the days of Pythagoras it 
has been said and sung, i 
* Evil habits form by unseen degrees, 
As lakes form rivers, and rivers run tO seas.” 

And Col Ingersoll is not beyond the reach of such infer- 
ence, his * moral and religious opinions" to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

In reaching this conclusion there is no intentional disre- 
‘spect to Col. Ingersoll, nor need there be. It is not the first 
part company with the agitator and reformer, before the fact time in the world’s history that good men differed about 
was known in Boston, and an editorial (she one I send) “got policy, nor will it be the last; but the noticeable fact always 
up” for the morning issue of the Sunday Herald. Quick is that some one grows strong, heroic, and consistent Just in 
Work! but then this is a fast age, particularly when and proportion as others become timid and unequal to the issue. 
"Where interested parties hav control of the wires. Since Bolingbroke,’ Hume, and Gibbon were conservativ, but 
then the ‘‘Associated Press” has added a few details, but the Wilkes, Paine, and Bradlaugh are radieal in politics no less 
truth and the whole truth of Col. Ingersoli’s issue, it is than religion. ín France, as in England, the law holds 
hoped, will appear in the columns of Tas TRUTH SzxkER, ! good; and just in proportion as Louis Blanc insists. on 

Passing the minor reports, the following is wortby of at- prudence there wil appear a Gambetta to demand justice 
tention for its lack of intelligence and its attempt to make and plead for reform, A Holyoake may become over- 
capital for Comstock & Co. The association ofthe Borton cautious, but a Bradlaugh will become correspondingly 
Herald with some of the most selfish and cowardly phases bold, and the essential and radical truth will grow into 
of conventional cant and commonplace is not new, but to favor with the more thoughtful and truth-discerning mem- 
hav such à man as Col. Ingersoll complimented by such a. bers of society. 
sheet on the score of his “ moral and religious opinion” is; Therefore, Liberalist, whosoever or wherescever you may 
a surprise. “Morals” and “religion” in the pulpit and be, be of good cheer. Ingersoll may decline the proferred 
other party places may hav a conventional jiéness, and: honor of showing himself the grand man and the heroic 
thoughtful hearers and readers excuse the ‘‘ overdone ” part | leader the occasion calls for, but that is his misfortune. 
on the score of habit, professional duty, and euch other Reform had become a power in the land before the Colonel 
make-shifts ss come to the mind of the charitable and the left his law office, and reformers will not be less faithful to 
merciful, but for the Herald to put on such airsis simply : the issues of the times though he shouldireturn to it. The 
disgusting, and can hardly fail of reminding Col. Ingersoll i Herald will continue to “blow hot and cold” so long as it 


Communications. 


* And Ever the Right Comes Uppermost.” | 


"To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Tae fact 
that Col. Ingersoll has withdrawn, from the Liberal League 
ig out, and the telegrams of Saturday night and Sunday hav 
“ gone and done it." Indeed, the Colonel had hardly con- 
cluded to hang by the bias of the politician and lawyer, and 


of the broad and commanding Liberalism that characterizss 


trimmer and the party hack. But here is the article entire, 
an article entitled to the bad pre-eminence of containing 


more falsehood and cant than common, even in the columns , 


of the Herald, and that means ‘‘ muchly :" 


The action of Col. Bob Ingersoll in withdrawing himself 
from the National League shows an independence on his 


) ‘can get a living by playing the ''independent;" but the 
the consistent reformer in contradistinction to the political; 


part that is in every way commendable. By their unre- 
served condemnation of what are commonly known as the 
Comstock laws, the Liberal organization, and the Liberals 
individually, hav brought themselvs and their cause into 
contempt. We are quite willing to admit that, in his en- 
forcement of the law, Mr. Anthony Comstock has far ex- 
ceeded the spirit of the statute, and has sometimes acted as 
though hia function was to suppress literature which bore 
hardly upon the doctrins of Christianity. In thus doing he 
has made a grievous mistake, and we should be the last to, 
uphold him in such a course. But the members of the Lib- . 


But it is said by preachers that a spirit ealled Satan, or 
devil, entered into the snake, and made him his medium, ag 
spirits do nowadays, and so used the snake’s speaking organs, 
which were better than his own. It is not intimated that 
the snake had invited the devil to take possession of him, 
but it would be more natural to suppose, from What we hav 
heard of the old fellow, that he, a sub-infinit being, had just 
taken possession of him without leave. . 

But then there is another idea which conflicts with this, 
for it cannot be possible that God would inflict curses on a 
medium. He could but be passiv in the hands of a semi- 
infinit being. Yet God did curse this snake, causing. him to 
crawl on his belly all the days of his life, and his posterity 
after him. But did this snake sin? Did be violate any 
known law? Had God ever told him he must hav no con- 
versation with those people ? Unless God did tell him 80, 
or something like it, the snake did not sin; for sin is a 


rea] reformer and radical thinker willever and always de- 
mand the repeal and abolition of all laws and usages op- 
posed to the reign of justice and the growth of true civiliza 
tion. Co-operativly, J. H. W. Toonxy. 


Chelsea, Mass. ERAS 
What Is Truth? 


No interrogation is of larger consequence than '* What is 
truth ?" The object of all scientific investigation is to find 
thetruth. Imagination and faith may build castles in the 
air, and even cities, and pave those cities with gold and 
silver, and embellish their gates with pearle, diamonds, and 
precious stones. What a place to liv! How glorious to 
drink of the sweet waters of that crystal river that issues 
from a mountain of light, and eat of the luscious fruit that 
grows upon its banks. In hopes of such a city, who would 


eral League make no such discrimination. Because Mr, | not shout hallelujah ? But my reverie is breaking. I look 


: L : 
Comstock has in a few cases acted unwisely, therefore his around and find myself environed by stubborn facts with transgreaslon of the law; and waere there inno law-there, is 


whole work should be condemned, is the way they argue. ^ 


Because one of their number was put in jail for circulating 
through the mails literature much too feeble to be danger- 
ous, they Cry out for a repeal of a Jaw which is indisputably 
wise in preventing the free circulation of all manner of 
articles and literature of a filthy and. debasing character, 
wholly designed to corrupt youthful minds. Col. Ingersoll, | 
whose devotion to his own children is known, has, on this 
account, a tender regard for the children of others; and this 
accounts for his unwillingness to be, even in theory, a party 
to the removal of restraints which certainly prevent the 
commitment of lasting injury to them. When the use of 
the mails has been so far taken advantage of that it ia no 
longer safe for the principals of schools for young women 
to giv out catalogs Containing the names of their pupi's, it 
is absurd to say that the danger is an imaginary une. If a 
man of Col. Ingersoll’s moral and religious opinions could 
be obtained, who would take upon himself the work of ex- 
ecuting the law, we should hav much more faith in its 
proper administration than we now hav, when the executiv 
power rests in other hands, But, in striking a belance, the 
good obtained so far outweighs the evil that we are willing 
i10 excuse quite alittle undeserved persecution on the part 
of Mr. Comstock. By driving Col. Ingersoll out of the 
League, the Liberals hav shown themselvs false to their 
name. Liberality is not license, but this is what, in one 
‘way, would ba secured by the total repeal asked for of the 
Comstock laws. : ; 


The best answer to this systematic misrepresentation will 
e a full report of the proceedings of the Congress itself, but 
it may be well to remind your readers that Mr. Bush, of 
"Washington, has put on file in the columns of Tas TRUTH 
SEEKER all that is necessary at present to correct ethe most 
prominent falsehood in the above. Mr. Bush is attempting 
to convict Mr. Wakeman of logical inconsistency, end adds, 
'* Mr Wakeman spoke of that society [the Society for the 
Suppression of Vice] with a tenderness and respect the con- 
verae of his present denunciations of the administration" 
(TRUTH BEEKER, Sep. 4, 1880) The Herald says, '" The 
Liberal League makes no such discrimination," 

The fact is, the controversy, with the Herald, turns on- 
political interests, aud that just now means support the ex 
isting government and the Republican party, and all the 
more in this case, as the political significance of the Liberal 
Lesgue in the impending campaign has not been lost sight 
of. Indeed there is something more than commonly sug- 
gestiv in the sameness of attitude and the line of argument 
used to support it in the articles of W. 8. Bush and in the 
speeches of Col, Ingersoll; and both were understood by not 
a few Liberalists in the East to foreshadow the policy Col. 
Ingersoll would urge on the consideration of the incoming 
Congress. That it was talked up and agreed upon as a line 
of policy is not asserted, but it would not be difficult to 
show that Col. Ingersoll intended from the firat to make the 
policy of the Liberal League Republican—if he was to be 
identified with it. That he failed, and hag left, will there- 
fore surprise none acquainted with the management of the 
Cincinnati Congress. 


which Lam forced to grapple. My children are hungry, 
but neither fancy nor faith will feed them, apd at last I am 
forced to inquire, What is truth ? 

Only what is demonstrable to the senses is known to be 
true. ' 

Many truths doubtless exist in the universe beyond the 
possibility of our apprehension. We are morally bound to 
know only what is cognizible by the senses. Facts alone 
are the test of knowledge. All our knowledge of natural 
philosophy is drawn from discovered facts. 

Truths are allowed to consist of three kinds—physical, 
moral, and metaphysical. Physical truths embrace the 
whole phenomena of nature. Moral signifies manner ; good 
manners are good morals. The whole object of the civil 
law is justice, and therefore is moral law, the great corner- 
stone of which is, Do a3 you would'be done by. 

Meta is a Greek word, and signifies beyond. Physical is 
also & Greek word, and signifies substance—hence beyond- 
substance. 

But as we know of no metaphysical facts, we must sup. 

pose them to agree both with physical and moral principles 
or we know nothing about them. Our metaphysic is our 
soul or spirit; and if it is & consciously existing entity, it 
must exist everywhere in the universe, or Only somewhere. 
It the latter, then that «Aere has extension, and that exten- 
sion is divisible ; extension and divisibility are properties 
of matter. We know matter only by its properties. If we 
cannot apply this rule to whatever existe, what do we know 
about it ? 
, Rligion eomes under the head of metaphysics, and if 
what is Claimed for it be true, that at the end of this short 
life we are to enter a state of eternal bliss or eternal woe, 
and that upon a question of fact, no question of this world 
can bear any comparison with it in importance. At every 
step we should ask, What is truth ? In this inquiry my first 
question is, Can the innocent be justly punished ? Mark, 
the question is not, Do the innocent ever suffer for the 
guilty ? bat, May punishment— pains and penalties—be 
justly inflicted upon the innocent ? 

The consideration of this subject involves the question of 
justice. . 

It will not do to assume that justice when applied to God 
means one thing, but another tbing when applied to man. 
Justice is a principle, and must mean what our dictionaries 
say it means, or we are none the wiser for being told that 
God is just. 

It is well known by the readers of history or the Bible 
that various religions existed thousands of years before 
Christ, as the Bible speaks of lords many and gods many. 
The Jews were forbidden to worship the gods of the land, 
near at hand or afar off. One of three things must be true 
—that God or man or the devil originated these religions. 
If man or the devil did it, one would think he was not quite 
totally depraved, for many good things were incorporated 


no transgression. 
for telling Eve the truth, the result of which was the knowl- 
edge of good and evil. 


radically changed his physical, moral, and spiritual 


A large class, however, not identified with the Liberal in them all. But if God originated them, they were what 
League, not particularly interested in the issue of “repeal,” he wished them to be. It is assumed by standard theology 
wil look with attention to find how far Mr. Ingersoll’s that Adam and Eve were created perfect. It is reasonable 
future couduct as a politician will agree with the policy of to suppose that God made them as good as he could, unless 
the Herald when it strikes a *' balance” in favor of Oom- he preferred a poorer article to a better one, — 


So God punished or cursed him simply 


Old religions hav something in common, and each has 


some peculiarity which constitutes the difference between it 
and other religions, and constitutes its ism., 
tian religion has its peculiarity which constitutes its *'ium ” 
or ‘‘ianity.” The fall of man and his redemption by Jesus 
Christ constitutes the ism of the Christian religion. ` Moral- . 
ity is not Christianity. That is common to all religions, 


8o the Chris- 


With my motto before me I inquire, What is truth in this 


case ? : i 


Christian theology teaches us that by Adam's offense all 


mankind became totally depraved. This we learn by con- 
sulting the creeds of orthodox Christendom. 


The church of England creed and that of the Protestant 


Episcopal and the various Methodist churches are very 
nearly the same: 
ing of Adam, but it is the corruption of the nature of every . 
man, whereby he is of his own nature inclined to eviland 
that continually.” 


** Original sin standeth not in the follow- 


The Presbyterian church says : ‘‘Our first parents sinned 
in eating the forbidden fruit. By this sin they. fell, and.so 


became dead in sin, and wholly defiled in all the faculties 


and parts of soul and body. They being the root of all 
mankind, the guilt of this sin was imputed, and the ‘same 
death in sin and corrupted nature was conveyed to their pos- 
terity. Original sin doth, in its own nature, bring. guilt 


upon the sinner, whereby he is bound over to the wrath of 


God and curse of the law, and so made. subject to death, 
with all miseries, spiritual, temporal, and eternal.” 

The above is the foundation-stone of Obristianity, and 
teaches that Adam’s offense not only made him guilty, but 


consti- 
tution. 3 


Nothing in the narrativ intimates, nor has it ever been 
suggested by the clergy, that there was any particular qual- 


ity in the fruit that produced go direful effects on Adam and 
Eve, The fruit did it, or somethiag else did: it.. If the fruit 


did not do it, what was it that did doit? Would the guilt, . 


per se, produce such effect? If it would, and did, would 


not every offense from that day to this produce like effects ? 
Is it true that s violation of moral precept can viliate and 


totally deprave the mental, moral, and physical constitu- | 
tion? Fathers and mothers, did you ever suppose that your 


little boy, for eating a prohibited fried-cake, became totally | 
averse to all your wishes after that? Did you ever suspect : 
his disposition worse after that than before ? 


Adam, in age, was a little boy, not more than a day old, 
knew nothing of right or wrong, of good orevil. Yet his 
crime was such that it degenerated, changed the very con- 
stitution of soul, body, and spirit, rendering his whole pos- 
terity, to the end of time, justly liable to eternal agonies. 
Is it possible for one moral offense to involve such a dis- 
aster ? l ui 

Peter being accused of being a disciple of Christ, denied 
it, and on its being urged upon him, he swore he wasn’t. 
Peter violated the law, ‘Thou shalt not lie;" second, he 
violated the Jaw, ‘Swear not at all;” third, he committed 
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perjury; he told a lie and swore to it. Does any theologian 
suppose that Peter became disqualified for a bishop in 
Jerusslem? Which was the worst—eating an inflnit god- 
father's apple or swearing to alie? Paul was educated a 
doctor of the law, and yet gave his consent to the murder of 
Stephen, Here were two men—a perjurer and a murderer, 
Were their natures corrupted, or were they so low they 
could sirk no lower? ‘Yet they became apostles. Which 
was most degrading—to swear falsely, to kill a man, or eat 
an apple, all being equally prohibited? A duty omitted is as 
criminal as an offense committed. If the offense of Adam, 
first, could hav no effect upon his physique, then all suffer- 
ing resulted from the curse of God. Therefore man is what 
he is because God made him so. Can God create a being 
justly liable to his infinit wrath for an offense never com- 
mitted? Is a man justly liable to judicial penalties for 
what he is by nature? It follows that Adam's offense was 
the occasion, and God’s curse the cause, of all the depravity 
and suffering in this world and that which is to.come. 

After thousands of years of observation God concluded 
to provide some way by which he could rescind his unjust 
judgment and make man believe it an act of inflnit mercy. 
And so he produced a baby, who is Christ the Lord. By 
all self-styled orthodox churches this child is called the 
Almighty and eternal God, making Mary the mother of God 
Almighty, he depending on her for being washed and fed 
and clothed. . 

What an idea for men of the nineteenth century to enter- 
tain! Butsoitis. This child came to redeem us from the 
curse of the law. This curse caused all the sickness, pains, 
anguish, starvation, wars, floods, tornadoes, fires, murders, 
and savagery of the world; it caused the teeth of lions and 
tigers, of bears and wolves, to grow sharp so as to tear other 
creatures to pieces; it caused. the fish to devour their fel- 
lows; it caused strong talons to grow on the feet of eagles 
and hawks, and bent their bills to tear tke flesh of lambs 
and chickens, and gave the chickens a relish for grasshop- 
pers, bugs, and worms, and final death to all, as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin. Oh, 
what a curse! 

But Christ came to redeem us from the curse of the law. 
When will he do it? Has he done it to any individual 
that the world Knows of? Does anyone know of any man, 

. Woman, or child that has been saved from sickness, sores, 
pains, and that since the Christian era began? Take those 
who hav been rejuvenated, born of God, children of God, 
and, if children, then heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Jesus Christ, old things having past away and all things be- 
come new (He that is born of God doth not commit sin, 
for his seed remaineth in him; and he cannot sin, because 

` he is born of God), does anyone know of such a one ever 
being redeemed from the curse of the law? If not, what 

does the redemption amount to? . 

If, as the churches say, Christ hath made a full and suf- 
ficient satisfaction for the sins of the world, why should the 
world yet be prosecuted even unto death? Babes that 
never sinned, and children of God that cannot sin, are still 
Suffering under the curse of the law. If no one is redeemed 
in this world from the curse of the law, what assurance has 
he for another? A. B. PIKARD. 


Ėt 


Extracts from Remsburg’s Non-Credo Speech 
at Bismarck. 


I do not believe in the faith that requires a father to burn 
his child vpon a bloody altar. Extol the faith of Abraham 
and condemn that of Charles Freeman ! O Consistency, 
thou art indeed a jewel! But then Christians will pat with 
their jewels in order to propsgate the gospel. 

I do not believe that Jacob was ever permitted to ascend 
that ladder of his. A man that will deceive his old blind 
father, rob. his brothers, cheat his uncle, and squander his 
son’s mandrakes as he did, can't get to heaven even with a 
ladder. . 

Ido not believe that '' Moses was the meekest man that 
ever lived." The meekest man that ever lived did not 
boast of his own humility; the meekest man that ever lived 
was not the greatest robber of his age; the meekest man 
that ever lived did not butcher in cold blood twenty thou- 
sand grief-stricken widows; the meekest man that ever 
lived did not snatch innocent babes from the breasts of 
dying mothers and dash them ‘to death against the earth; 
the meekest man that ever lived did not take thirty thou- 
sand sweet and tender girls and giv them over to the savage 
lust of & brutal soldiery. No, not until meekness amd vil- 
lainy became synonymous can I admit this flendish mon- 
ster’s claim. 

I do not believe that God used Balaam's ass for a‘speak- 
ing-trumpet. "True, much of the Bible bears unmistakable 
evidence of having issued from a similar source, but don't 
mistake an ass’s braying for the word of God. 

I do not believe that Samson could hav slain a thousand 

Philistines with the jawbone of an ass, because I hav seen 
a thousand theological Samsons employ the same weapon 
without being able to slay one Phillistine. 
- Ido not believe that a whale swallowed Jonah, but am 
rather inclined to believe that Jonah swallowed the whale. 
I accept this theory the more readily because I find so many 
men capable of swallowing both Jonah and the whale. 

I do not believe, with an eminent divine, that ** David is 
one of the grandest characters in all human history." Who 
is this saintly David? A vulgar braggadocio, using lan- 
guage to a woman the mere quoting of which sent George 
Francis Train to the Tombs; a traitor, desiring to lead an 
enemy’s troops against his Own countrymen; a thief and 
robber, plundering and devastating the country on every 
side; a liar, uttering wholesale falseboods to screen himself 
from justice; a fiendish butcher, torturing and slaughtering 
thousands of men, women, and children, making them pass 
through burning brick-kilns, carving them up with saw 


and axes, and tearing them to pieces under harrows of iron; 
a polygamist, with a harem of twenty wives and concu- 
bines; a drunken debauchee, dancing half naked before the 
maids of his household; a lecherous old libertin, abduct- 
ing and ravishing the wife of a faithful soldier; a murderer, 
having that faithful soldier put to death after ruining his 
home; a hosry-headed old fiend, foaming with vengeance 
on his dying bed, demanding with his last breath the death 
of two aged men, one of whom had most contributed to 
make his kingdom what it was, the other a man to whom 
he had promised protection. History does not furnish a 
more infamous character than this. 

I do not believe it possible for society to. be blessed 
with pure morals so long as it recognizes as its moral 
code a book which sanctions murder, theft, falsehood, 
drunkenness, adultery, and slavery, and which presents 
the most notorious Villains as the highest models of human 
excellence. 

I do not believe that a lie is any better for being inspired, 
that à vice becomes a virtue with age, or that a dead rogue 
is any better than & live one. 

I do not believe in the doctrin of vicarious atonement. I 
do not believe that another's sufferings can mitigate my 
pains. How credulous must Christians be to rally round. 
the blood-red cross of Christ, to suppose that a little blood 
can cleanse the earth from sin, when they admit that 
twenty thousand feet of clean rain-water failed to make it 
pure. 

I do not believe in the doctrin of a change of heart, as 
popularly understood, because it affects none but the small- 
est hearts, and these it does not better. After protracted 
wallowings in the filth, undergoing the manipulations of a 
cunning priest, and suffering the most violent contortions, 
the '' mourner’s” heart becomes fearfully distended, and for. 
a moment feels large enough: to hold the world ; but, like a 
bubble, it collapses, and there is left naught but a sordid, 
selfish, soulless being, whose chief occupation, henceforth, 
is laying up treasures above by levying tribute below. __ 

I do not believe that damned, degrading doctrin of eternal 
woe. I do not believe that dimpled babes and loving 
women will roast in lurid flames, while their red-handed 
murderers, in linen shirts and tinsel crowns, parade the! 
gold-paved streets of Paradise, 

I do not believe in the efficacy of prayer. A bullet patch 
will come nearer Clothing a man than forty yards of the; 
best orthodox prayer. Who is this God, my Christian 
friend ? Is he a being incapable of managing his‘own buei- 
ness that you must advise him what to do? or is he a roguish 
urchin taunting his hungry dog with a cold potato, and 
shouting, “ Beg, Tray, beg!" | 

I do not believe that the iconoclast can be overwhelmed | 
with such doleful exclamationa as '* our faith is gone,” and 
‘what are you going to put in the place of it ?" A dead 
mule lies before your door, and the stench from its decay- 
ing carcass is becoming unbearable. The authorities dis- 
cover it, and at once proceed to remove it, As they do so 
isn’t it ridiculous in you to frantically rush into the street 
and exclaim, '' What are you going to put in the place of 
that mule?” 

I do not believe that Christians are aware of the real 
strength of Liberalism, or of the rapid progress it is making. 
The fact that Liberals do not think in herds, employ shep- 
herds, and do a great deal of bleating, is no evidence of its 
weakness. 

I do not believe in Christians manifesting such self-satis- 
faction in consigning Infidels to hell, particularly those 
Caristians who are 80 prone to violate even the command. ' 
ments of their own law ; for should the doctrin of future 
rewards and punishments prove true, it msy be that what a 
man does in this world is of as much importance as what he 
believes, that a reverence for the good, the true, and the beau- 
tifnl, because it is right, is as meritorious as a professed rev- 
erence for the bad, the false, and the ugly, because it is 
fashionable ; and that many who are go ready to thank God 
that they are not as other men hav less occasion for grati- 
tude than they suppose. 

I do not believe that Infidelity need blush for the deeds of 
her master spirits, while Christianity, with such compla- 
cency, parades her leading characters before the world. The 
reputations of Buddha, Confucius, Socrates, Seneca, Mo- 


hammed, Franklin, Humboldt, Lincoln, Comte, and Inger- 
soll will not suffer from a comparison with those of. Abra- 
ham, Jacob, Moses, David, Paul, Constantine, Luther, Cal 
vin, Laud, and Beecher. - 

Ido not believe that the Christian millennium is yet to 
come, but that it has already passed. That dark blot on the 
page of history, that withering pall stretching across the 
centuries from Constantine: to Luther, constitutes the 
thousand years of Christian rule foreteld in the Apocalypse. 
But that has come and gone, and the power of Christianity 
is vanishing never to be restored again. From the ashes of 
that dauntless hero, Giordano Bruno, young science, phe- 
nix like, arose, and in the soil prepared by Luther, sowed 
the seed whose harvest is her death, Even now I hear her 
death knell ringing; even now I gaze into a sepulcher where 
soon must lie her Bibles and her creeds, her stakes, her 
gibbets, and her racks; her gods, her devils, and her priests. 
And when the last hav been entombed, then gather up the 
bleached and crumbling bones of the one hundred million 


GAZ 


Prof. Robbins’s Dream. 


As 1 was plowing in the field one day in the month of 
May, the rays of the sun beat down upon me and my team 
so hard I was obliged to rest; and as my nerves calmed 
down I fell fast asleep; and as I slept I dreamt a dream; 
and behold I soared up into an imaginary heaven, in the’ 
presence of the orthodox God. There he sits upon a throne 
of nothing. He was about three feet thick and nine feet 
high. He had a crown of gold upon his head, and was 
robed in a white garment, with a black book and a white 
book, taking down the deeds of men. My vision grew 
keen, and I looked ; and lo! thousands of angels floating 
to and fro promiscuously. Every one was like unto a 
beautiful young girl, with eagle’s wings on the back 
of its shoulders. Idid not see a wrinkle-faced old woman 
among them, neither did I see any with whiskers. I think 
there was only one kind there. And as I looked, lo! there 
was a street of solid gold.. Thinks I to myself, this is the 
street of the new Jerusalem; thinks I to myself, I will take 
a walk along it. And as I traveled along the street I soon 
came to the big cow-pasture, where thousands of cows were 
being milked by perpetual motion, and the milk was flow- 
ing down a golden gutter. After looking for awhile I 
crossed over the way. I looked, and lo! there were thou- 
sands of bee hives. The bees were gathering honey from 
the never-withering flowers, in those extensiv fields of liv- 
ing green, and the honey was fi wing down another golden 
gutter. Thinks I to myself, I must hav passed through 
death, for I hav awoke in a land where milk and honey 
flow. I rejoiced to think that I was so fortunate as to dwell 
in the presence of angels, where I could liv on such rich 
food forever. Itis neither hot nor cold, never any sickness 
enters here, nor do thieves break through and steal. I will 
go back to my seat, for I do not want to return to the earth 
again. ‘ e 

And as I sat down I cast my eyes toward earth, and was 
about to say, Farewell, vain earth, with all thy sickness and 
sorrow, hypocrisy and superstition! when I was struck with 
surprise by observing a large funnel bottom side up. It 
was about six inches in diameter at the top, and it grew so 
large when it reached the earth that it covered the whole 
globe. Thinks I to myself again, What is this funnel for ? 
and, being a litile inquisitiv, I inquired of the Lord, and 
he answered and said: ‘‘ That is for the prayers of all 
nations of the earth to come through. If it were not for 
that funnel they would spread ont over the other planets 
go we could not hear them; for this is my seat, Now, Rob- 
bins, put your ear down and listen to it.” This excited my 
curiosity and I put my ear to the mouth of the funnel. 
You may imsgin my surprise when I heard the voice of 
men praying to God to make it rain, while others were 
praying for dry weather.  Thioks { to myself another 
time, Which prayer will God answer? But I had no time 


to reflect, for I heard all the ministers of the North and 


northwestern states prayiog to God during the rebellion to 
assist Us in the bloody work, calling aloud, ‘‘O Lord assist us 
in this great undertaking, that the victory may be ours, and 
the praise Shall be thine, both now and forever. Amen !” 


| But I had no time to reflect, for I heard all the ministers of 


the Southern states and the chaplains of the Southern army 
tell God that the Yankees were stealing away their prop- 
perty and burning their dwellings; “and we pray thee, O 
Lord, to let justice prevail in our nation. Stretch forth thy 
mighty arm and assist us in our great undertaking, that the 
victory may be ours, and the praise shall be thine, both now 
and forever. Amen!" Boom, boom, goes the cannon. I 
hear the beating of drums and the playing of bands of 
music, I hear the cracking of thousands of muskets, and 
the whistling of minie balls, and oh, what a chill of horror 
seized my frame when I heard the dying moan of my fel- 


' low-man! Oh, how 1 felt for the wickedness of man when I 


heard one army chargiog the other, with flaming eyes and 
vengeance in their countenances, calling upon God to damn 
their enemies’ souls to hell, while the ministers in the back- 
ground pleaded with God to take their side. [heard all the 
ministers of France and of Germany offering up the same 
kind of prayers during their bloody war. I heard all the 
ministers of Turkey and Russia doing the same. I heard 
thousands of Arabs worshiping God through Mohammed, 
I heard such a pandemonium that my pen fails to describe 
it. Thought I, I would not be God for the world. If I 
had five hundred children and they got into a quarrel over 
their little property, and being divided, both parties called 
upon me, their father. to assist them in their bloody work, 
] would say: “Children behave yourselvs. It is your love 
of money ànd your wickedness. Not I will assist in your 
bloody murders. You are all my children." But what are 
five hundred compared with millions upon millions that are 
daily calling upon him in a similar manner? Iraised my 
Lead from the funnel in disgust and looked up. And the 
Lord said, ' Robbing, what do you think about it?” “O 
Lord,” said I, ‘‘{ do not understand it.” ‘‘ Well," said the 
Lord, “ did you hear that old grave-faced Deacon Jones 
asking my blessing on his dinner just now?” *' Yes, Lord, 
I did,” said I, '' Well,” said he, 'Ihav known him ever 
since he was a little boy, and nearly all the property he has 
he got by illegitimate means—by cutting cord wood three - 
feet and nine inches in length aud selling it for four feet ; 
by putting the tailings of wheat in the middle of the sack 
and selling it for goud wheat, and by putting rotten corn in 
the bottom of the Wagon and the good on top." ‘* Robbins,” 
he continued, **Ihav heard him tell his wife to put lots of 
salt in the butter, for salt was worth one cent and butter 
twenty-five. I hav seen him go to the rallrosd and get two 
or three rides ov one ticket. Now, Robbins, the men that 


human beings who hav perished at her hands, and let this 
ghastly pile remain, a most befitting monument to her un- 
bounded cruelties and crimes. 


———— nna 


WHAT we want isto find out what every one is fit for, 
and to put them to that work which they naturally lean 
toward, There is a niche for every one; the trouble is 
that in dealing with people we want to drive them into lines 
and batallions by wholesale, instead of finding for every- 


body his natural place. 7 


will rob the railroad company will plunder the stores at the 
midnight hour if it were not for the law. Take away the 
law, and Deacon Jones i8 a thief. Then he loans money at 
unlawful interest, although I gave instructions though Jesus 
Cnrist, my son, that he should not take usury money. Tne 
laws of the nation 82y he shall take but ten per cent, but he 
dodges the law by drawing a note fer one nundreu dollars 
and giving his neighboronly ninety dollars at ten per cent ; 
and ne goes to Church and tries to work it off ev.ry Saaday 
in long prayers and hypocritical groans.”  Thia so excited 
my nervous system that I awoke out of my dream. 
IRAAQ L. RIBBINS 
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Changeable Contemporaries. 


The recent Congress of the National Liberal League has, 
88 we expected, furnished the occasion for a number of edi- 
tors of journals of assorted views to air their ignorance, 
which they hav proceeded to do with a promptitude to be 
commended or otherwise according to the predilections of 
the readers. Mr. Monroe of the Seymour Times (a paper 
which extensivly advertises itself—and correctly we are 
forced to believe—as having *' few principles”) says its (the 
League’s) ‘* purposes are not the purposes of intelligent, 
law-abiding, peaceable, moral people,” a statement which 
we imagin calis. for no comment on our part further than to 
say. that the man who could write that sentence has an ob- 
ligity of his moral vision equal to the most advanced Chris- 
tian or an editor of a *' Free Religious” paper. Mr. Monroe 
wants no fellowship with the organization, which thrust is 
the more cruel ag we hav never heard that the Lesgue 
yearned for him to any appreciableextent. Yet wecannot see 
why Dr. Monroe should object to the League asking for the 
repeal of a law of which only so long ago as last summer he 
wrote, “That the law under the operation of which Mr, 
Bennett suffers is unconstitutional no candid, intelligent, 
clear-headed man can doubt; nay, more, it is undemocratic, 
tyrannical, and odious.” 

The &-P. Journal also comes to the front as the champion 
of morality. When the peculiar circumstances regarding 
the transplanting to spirit spheres of Mr. 8, 8. Jones, the 
former editor of the paper (and who it will.be remembered 
bitterly denounced Mrs. Woodhull for being a Freelover) 
are called to mind the reason of this tergiversation on the 
part of the present editor is at once apparent. It also fur- 
nishes us & pair of ecales in which to weigh his words. 

But Mind and Maíter must be awarded the palm for 
either culpable ignorance or malicious falsehood. In its 
issue of Oct. 2d we find this: 


'" We dare Messrs. Bennett, Wakema», and Leland to 
publish the anti obscenity law in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and 
declare Over their Own signatures that they are in favor of 
its repeal, snd so much so, that they will not: affiliate as 
Liberals with those who insist that it is a most wise and 
proper law. These men hao never dared to publish the statute 
in question. If there is any part of that statute that is not 
proper, we ask these so-called Liberalists to point it out. 
quoting 'he word of the act to which they object. Mind 
and Maiter is at their service. If they do not avail them- 
selva of our offer, or through TRE TRUTH SEEKER, their 
organ, reapond, we shall conclude that it is license they 
seek, and not liberty—licentiousness, and not the good of 
society.” 


If thia hod been the first time Gen. Roberts had uttered 
this remarkable “dare,” we should, as we did on a former 
occasion, call it one of his mistakes, but as it is the second 
time we conclude he really believes it to be truth. It is 
needless to say that Gen, Roberts is not at present in favor 
of repeal, We wonder sometimes if he does not recall the 
letter he wrote to John A. Lant while that person was in 
Cemstock's toils, in which occurred the vigorous and com- 
mendable expression that he (Gen. Roberts) should not rest 
until the law under which Lant was convicted was wiped 
from the statute books? Gen. Roberts has changed his 
mind since then. 

But we will inform this changeable editor that in his zcal 
for morality be has made a slight error in supposing that 
the readers of THE TRUTA SEEKER are not familiar with the 
statute in question. It was printed in the “Trial of D M. 
Benvett," of which a few thousand copies were circulated. 
It was printed in Tux TRUTH SEEKER of November 24, 
1877, in December 1, 1877, in January 19, 1878, in February 
8, 1879 ; the obnoxious section in Judge Benedict's charge 
to the jury in April 12, 1879 ; as also the Massachusetts law, 
which is substantially the same, iu April 12, 1879, And 
now to make it stronger we will reprint it here, and giv & 
few of our reasons why we ask for its repeal. We do not 
Bpeak for either Mr. Bennett, Mr. Wakeman, or Mr. Leland, 
but weimagin their reasons are substantially the same a 
ours, Here is the law : 


Chap. 186.—-An act to amend sections 3893 and 3804 of 
the Revised Statutes providing a penalty for mailing ob- 
scene books and other matters therein contained, and pro- 
hibiiing lottery circulars passing through the mails. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
‘of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That section thirty-eight hundred and ninety-three of the 
Revised Statutes shall be, and is hereby, amended so as to 
read 88 follows : 

"Every obscene, lewd, or lascivious book, pamphlet, 
picture, paper, writing, print, or other publication of an in- 
decent character, and every article or thing designed or jn- 
tended for the prevention of conception or procuring of 
abortion, and every article or thing intended or sdapted for 
any indecent or immoral use, and every written or printed 
card, circular, book, pamphlet, advertisement, or notice of 
any kind giving information, directly or indirectly, where, 
or how, or of whom, or by what meane, any of the herein- 
before mentioned matters, articles, or things may be obtsined 
or made, and every letter upon the envelope of which, or 

ostal card upon which, indecent, lewd, obscene, or lasciv- 
ious delineations, epithets, terme, or language may be writ- 
ten or printed, are hereby declared to be non-mailable mat- 
ter, and shall not be conveyed in the mails, nor delivered 
from any post-office nor by any letter-carrier ; and. any per- 
son who shall knowingly deposit, or cause to be deposited, 
for mailing or delivery, anything declared by this section to 
be non-mailab‘e matter, snd any person who shall knowing- 
ly take the same, or Cause the same to be taken, from the 
mails, for the purpose of circulating or disposing of, or of 
aiding in the circulation or disposition of the same, shall be 
deemed guiliy of a misdemeanor, and shall for each and every 
c fente be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more 
than five thousand dollars, or imprisoned at hard labor not 
less than one yera nor more than ten years, or both, at the 
discretion of the court," 


The reasons why we ask for its repeal are : : 

i. The Constitution givs Congress no right to legislate 
upon the morality of the matter transmitted in the mails. 

2. These laws can be, and hav been, used to abridge the 
freedom of the prees. p 

3. Every U. 8. judge before whom alleged offenders may 
be brought has the power to define obscenity, and his defl- 
nition must be taken by the jury. This places every book, 
paper, or person who may be arraigned, at the mercy of one 
man, Whose ideas are always according to his religious con- 
victions. . 

4. The government of tho United States was never in- 
tended by its founders to. be an inquisition for the regula- 
tion of the morals, or religious or social opinions of the 
people. ; 

5. Having voted to carry books and papers through the 
mail, Congress has no right, moral or constitutional, to dis- 
criminate as to the literary contents of that book. If it may 
discriminate for a good purpose it may discriminate for a 
bad one, and the power is fraught with too much danger to 
be intrusted to an irresponsible body of men. 

6. Obscenity is a vice (not a crime) which should be sup- 
pressed by the state governments, the same as theft is pun- 
ished by them. 

7. Under these laws the crime must be 
before it can be punished, f 

8. The power to suppress obscenity was not granted by 
the Constitution to ihe federal government, therefore it 
was reserved to the states. To legislate upon the subj ect is 
a usurpation of power by Congress. When Gen. Roberts 
can point out the grant by the Constitution to the general 
government to suppress indecency we will concede the 
Comstock law is constitutional, and not before. 

9. These laws can never be reconciled with the clause 
that ‘‘ Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of 
speech or of the press; for they manifestly do abridge both. 
The moment a man or Woman advocates social reform he 
is adjudged obscene, and if he sends; his views through the 
mails he can be imprisoned. 

. 10. Under these laws innocent men hav been imprisoned, 
while no guilty men hav been convicted who could not hav 
been punished under state laws in less time} and with less 
expense to the government. 3 

11. The municipal police can more readily reach. and 
punish obsenity venders and illegal lotteries than the gen. 
eral government. Thirty-two arrests for selling lottery 
tickets were made in one month in this city by the police, 
while Comstock has done nothing that has been of practical 

use. His crusade against the Louisiana lottery only re- 
sulted in avertising that concern. 


made by a decoy 


These are only a few of the reasons which might be given, 
any one of which of itself would be sufficient. The whole 
ground has been so often gone over in these columns that it 
seems to us superfluous to do so again. Even within the 
last few weeks Mr. Wakeman has republished his argument 
for repeaJ, and Mr. Bush has made no head way against him. 
It is sheer folly and braggadocio for Mr. Roberts to say THE 
TRUTH SEEKER has not published the law and the reasons 
why it should be repealed. If he had read the paper closer 
he would not now fall into such a palpable error, and if he 
had perused Mr. Wakeman’s and Mr. Bennett’s arguments, 
and was not so easily frighted by the bugaboo of obscenity, 
he would probably be of the same mind as he was when he 
wrote to Lant that he should not rest till the infamous law 
was wiped from the statute books. 

lil A MÀ 

Ix another column Mr. Green givs his ressons for with- 
drawing from the League. They may be ample for him, 
but most of his premises seem to us falee, For instance, 
he says the majority made the repeal question the test of 
fellowship, when it is Col. Ingersoll and himself who do so, 
they withdrawing when the mejority passed the resolution. 
The League did not ask them to leave, and regrets their do- 
ing so. The League does not ask an intending member how 
he stands upon the question, but these two recalcitrant 
members will not stay unless the League muzzles itself, 
Mr. Green has the right to do as he pleases in the matter of 
going or staying, and his action will not with us detract 
from the esteem in which we hold him. 


Pror. NATHANIEL Preece, Liberal lecturer and psycho- 
metric mind-reader, gave us a call the other day. He has 
not been lecturing much lately, but intends to enter the field 
again 8002. 

——————  " Ba€—MÀ 

Mgrs J. H. HARTER has just published a neat poem called 
“True Religion." It has attached to it ‘‘Rbymes on 
Shakerism," by Mrs. Harter and Lizzie Morton, Price 10 
cents. For sale at this office. 


Taz present book by Dr. Simms, on physiognomy, illus- 
trated, we think, whi'e propounding a system of character- 
reading altogether new, is the fruit of à mind highly moral, 
keenly perceptiv, logical, and well-ripened with extensiv 
travel and wide experience in dealing with the public for 
more than a quarter of a century. There hav been but few 
authors on this subject. Aristotle, Porter, Lavater, and 
Dr, Simms are about all the original writers worthy of men- 
tion, and as Dr. Simms is the only one of this number who 
has devoted a lifetime to this study alone, he therefore cffars 
to the worid the first system of physiognomy, elaborated 
and illustrated, in his large book, ‘‘ Nature's Revelations of 
Character.” The book is interesting reading, clear, thought- 
ful, and evincing great observation aud study of all depart- 
ments of life, and the forms in which it is domiciled. It is 
maeter!y in its treatment and should be in the hands of those 
who would know their friends and their natural enemies,— 
Chicago Journal, 

This work is for sale by D. M. Bennett, 141 Eighth street, 
New York; Price, $3.00. : à 


Communications. 
The Censorship Further Displayed. 


To THE EDITOR OF Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Bir: Mr. W.B. 
Bush, of Washington, D. C., has heretofore been the unex- 
plained cause of many columns in your paper. The reason 
is that he was known to be the office associate and intimate 
ot Co). Robert G. Ingersoll—that is, known to be the shadow 
of & mightier name. "When, therefore, he volunteered in 
your paper as the champion of Comstockism and Garfield, 
Liberals knew that he was preparing the way for what did 
not occur at Chicago, and he was met accordingly. That tha 
knight and the squire are one the result has proved. What 
one printed in your last number,and what the other said at 
Chicago may therefore be handled together as occasion re- 
quires without danger of “dividing the substance or con- 
founding the person." B 

Mr. Bush has learned at last that I was not the 
counsel in Mr. Bennett/s trial. Will he not inform the 
Colonel of that fact? At Chicago the latter thought it 
proper to say: “Lest us remember that Mr. Wakeman ig 
sore. He had a case before the federal courts, and he im- 
agins, having lost that case, you cannot depend on them. I 
hav lost hundreds of cases.” The Colonel was then in the 
‘hitting business," and short of material, or he would not 
hav struck below the belt. The fact is, I hav never had nor 
defended a case of this nature in any court, and I never 
expect to. The public expressions I hav made on this sub- 
ject seem to me to render it improper for me to act as coun- 
sel. Nearly a year before the Bennett trial I made the speech - 
at Faneuil Hall, without sny professional or personal interest 
in the matter whatever, and what I hav done since has been 
from similar motivs, True, I tried to befriend Mr. Bennett 
in his trial and after, but I was not disappointed at the 
result of that case, and hav no vindictiv feelings as to courts 
or persons on account of it. They were the mere instru- 
ments of the dangerous laws and influences it seems to me 
needful for freemen to oppose. 

Mr. Bush tries also to make cut that I must hav approved 
of state Comstock laws from some expressions in the Faneuil 
Hall speech. This is immaterial, but wholly untrue. In 
the law handbooks for justices of the peace in the Bay state 
I saw the laws about offenses of this kind and the forms of 
process for them. Afterwards—the winter after—the Hon. 
Etüzur Wright told me how the Comstock laws had been 
smuggled through the legislature in his state. He said tbey 
were ‘‘laws that never should hav been passed, and never 
would hav been if the ptople had known anything about 
them,” : : 

The Colonel repeated this notion of Mr. Bush at Chicago, 
to the effect that the majority there accepted the state Com- 
stock laws. I replied to that supposition on the spot, and 
pray the candid reader to refer to the report of my speeches 
in the last number of your paper as the end of that story, 

Mr. Bush next undertakes to show that the United States 
Comstock postal laws are entirely innocent of censorship or 
interference with postal matter, and that I hav not told the 
truth about them. This makes it necessary for me to go 
over this wearisome and disgusting subj:ct again, but I giv 
notice that this shall be the last time, For four years, Mr. 
Editor, you and I hav been copying and reprinting and dis. 
tributing these laws, but every now and then some idiotic 
Rip Van Winkle of an editor wakes up and dares us to print 
those laws, utterly ignorant of what has been done and of 
the state of the controversy. Let them remember that the 
Comstock legislation referred to in the Chicago resolutions 
is partly state and partly United States legislation, and 
would now make nota small book of itself. It began in 1805, 

But the leading acts of that legislation were passed March 
8, 1878, and as amended form, §§ 226 and 226 of the Postal 
Laws and Regulations, which l quote, and which are ap- 
pended to my Faneuil Hall speech, and are always sold 
with it. 

These laws hav been extended to lotteries, frauds, gift 
concerts, and letters ‘‘misusing the post-office establish. 
ment," whatever that may mean. 

In my former letter, to which Mr. Bush excepta, pages of 
these laws were quoted showing that they were planned go 
that by virtue of them and the inspeotion required by 
them all postal matter was thrown open to inspection and 
so placed within the control of the postal officers and agents, 

This was shown by proving that certain objectionable or 
suspected postal matter was made by them to be ‘‘unmaslabie 
and not to be conveyed in the mails nor delivered from any post- 
office nor by any letter carrier” (§ 225 P. L, and R). 

Then 1 proved by citations that every law that would 
otherwise protect.the mails and make them inviolable bas 
a fatal exception which obligated the postal officials to in- 
spect all matter to find that this suspected and so called non- 
mailable matter was not there. Then I showed that the 
official on his ?nspection and judgment was compelled to con- 
fiscate this matter. Thus the inviolability of the mails had 
been made a myth by these laws. 

Mr, Bush does not answer these proofs at ell, but merely 
quotes two instructions from the Postmaster-General to 
local postmastera not to hold “ first class matter as unmaila 
ble merely on suspicion" (8484), and that the **ganctity of 
seals is inviolable” (8530) Those instruct ions, instead of 
disproving, are only cautions to the local postmasters not to 
go too far and be too rash in their espionage, and so really 
admit it. 

Tie very book Mr, Bush held in his hand more than sus- 
tains all I said, Can his omission to refer to the sections I 
shall now quote be reconciled with *'honor bright ?" Let 
us see. 

By §§ 225, 226, 1,246, 455, the objectionable matter above 
ailuded to is declared ** non-mailable, and not to be con- 
veyed in the mails nor delivered at all.” 


Che Qxuth Seeker, October 9, 1880. Za o 


——————————————————————————————— 


But who is to determin what is obj'ctionable, and who is | 
to find it? Ia the Jackson case it was held that the postal 
officials should do it “on iheir own inspection." See the laws 
and opinion annexed to my Faneuil Hall speech (page 51), 
obtainable at THE TRUTA SEEKER office. Price ten cents. 

The local postmaster is required to do this at his peril; 
he must do it under danger of a severe penalty. He is 
bound to decide whether matter is obscene or fictitious, or 
whether it relates to lotteries, gift concerts, or fraudulent 
schemes or devices, or misuses the mails for 

Section 228 provides that ‘‘ postmasters will he expected 
to rigidly exclude from the mails any and all of the articles 
enumerated in §225; and the Department will hold them 
accountable for any dereliction of duty respecting the plain 
provisions of that section, Whenever a postmaster ts in doubt 
as to whether a publication, print, picture, pamphlet, book, or 
writing comes Within the statute, he will submit the same to 
the Firat Assistant Postmaster General and await his in- 
structions.” And note further that 

Sections 230, 455, 475, provide that the matter in ques- 
tion should be ‘‘sent to the dead-letter office at once," even 
that ** which through inadvertence of the postmasters a£ the 
matling place reaches ihe post-office of destination should be 
withheld from delivery and at once be sent to the dead- 
letter office," to be examined there, as Mr. Bush reminds us, 

. under laws as old as 1810, and killed. 

How this return is to be made is prescribed by $8 431-493, 
and 441-443. The matter is ''notto be advertised,” nor is 
notice to be given to the sender. It is simply confiscated 
without notice or law by this censorship. It must be done, 
for, by § 1,253, if any postmaster fails in his duty in this 
subject he is liable to be held as "aiding or abetting the 
sending of improper matter," and shail be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and shall for every offense be punishable 
by a fine of not less than $100, and not more than $5,000, or 
by imprisonment at hard labor for not less than one year 
nor more than ten, or both.” : 

These provisions apply to all printed matter, and if it i 
not espionsge and a censorship with a vengeance, what 
‘could be? NER 

Now as to the opportunity to apply this censorship, Mr. 
Bush says it is "alone at the place of delivery," but by § 182, 
other than first-class matter—that is, all matter except let- 
ters—‘‘ must always be open for examination, so that the 
contents of eech packsge may be easily examined.” Also 

By § 209, ‘‘ Matter of the second class may be examined 
at the post-cfice of mailing, and if found to contain matter 
which is subject toa higher rate of postage, such matter 
shall be charged with postage at the rate to which the in- 
closed matter is subject.” Also 

By § 266, ** Postmasters at the office of delivery may re- 
move the wrappers and envelopes from mail matter not 


charged with letter postage when it can be done without de- |: 


gtroying them for the purpose of ascertaining whether there 
is upon or connected with any such matter anything which 
wouid authorize or require a higher rate of postage 
thereon.” So the opportunity to inspect is abundant. But 
further, 

By § 486 it is expressly provided. that the matter in ques- 
tion ''should be detained by any postmaster into whose 
hands it may fall," and be sent to the dead-letier office, 

So printed matter (s open to inspection at the beginning 
and end of the route and during its transit, and can be con- 
demned at any time without notice to the owner and with- 
out judge or jury, Mr. Bush to the contrary notwithstanding! 

Now let us see how it works in practice, Dr. E. B. Foote 
writes me as follows : - 

is In 1875 the postmaster at Chicago refused to mail my 
work, “ Medical Common Sense,” for the Chicago publish- 
ers. He declared it was objectionable and unmailable under 
the United States postal laws. Ihad to sead a gentleman 
to Washington to tne Posunaster-General to hav the matter 
corrected. The matter was referred to two arsistant post- 
masters, and notice was finally sent to the Chicago post- 
master to allow the book mail facilities. This book has 
never been debarred from the mails in Germany or England, 
and thousands of them hav been sold in London and 
Berlin." 

In my former letter I referred to a late case where THE 
TRUTH SEEKER is now retained in the same way. Suppose 
this censorship of two ‘‘ assistant postmasters” had decided 
adversely to Dr. Foote—it all hung on a breatb, or the flop of 
a penny—that would hav been ruinous to him. He would 
hav lost the right of publication in the United States, to 
which the mail is indispensable, and would hav had his prop- 
erty totally destroyed without any constitutional trial or 
remedy whatever, . 

When Col. Ingersoll’s ‘‘dear brother in the Lord," Gar- 
field, is in the Presidential chair, will Dr. Foote or Tux 
TRurH SEBKER be safe before their postal censors ? No one 
can tell. 

The next point of Mr. Bush is that letters and sealed mat. 
ter are certainly safe from inspection. This is not clear. 
The sections he quotes to prove this, as above stated, are 
merely instructions of the Postmaster-General to the post- 
masters, and do not bind him nor his special agents. The 
sections which might otherwise make sealed matter invio- 
late, for instance §§ 870, 1,282, 1,288, and 1,287, are all 
qualified by the insertion of those fatal words '*unlaw- 
fully " or “ wrongly » or “improperly.” Bo that if the off- 
cial detains non-mailable matter he is not liable at all, for 
such matter is ‘‘lawfully” and “properly” detained. No law 
applies to him in such Case, for the case is excepted from 
the law. He does not unlawfully nor wrongfully detain it. 
8 870 expressly provides that ‘‘ prohibited” and *'unmail. 
able matter does not make the detainer liable. This leaves 
the whole matter subject to his judgment. 

Again, the postmaster may by § 6 appoint any number of 
special agente '* as the good of the service and safety of the 

] may require.” l 
a Gen are by $18 simply duplicates of the Post. 
master-General, They hay undefined and almost unlimited 


rowers, 
arrested to the United States officers. By § 13 "ALL 

special sgents are intrusted with keys tothe several mail- 
locks in use, and are, by virtue of their commissions, 

authorized to open and examin the mails whenever ang 
wherever they may find it mecessary to do so. 
also empowered to enter and examin any post-offize when 
the safety of the mails requires it or the general interests of 
the service demand such examination.” 
their commissions, a)l contractors, postmasters, and others 
in the service of this department sre bound to respect and 
obey the authority thus conferred.” 


special agents of the departement a3 his representative, and 
as such, all postmasters, contractors, and others in the ser- 
vice are subordinate to them. They are responsible for 
their official acts only to him. . . à 
their guidance are furnished them in a separate volume." 


the presence of each other when on duty. "They are a band 
of irresponsible spies. 
the Post-Office Department ? 


not detaining letters ‘‘on mere suspicion,” and the ‘‘sanctity 
of seals" are only instructions from the Postmaster. General 


restrains these agents with their keys that fit every mail 
and with their power to open and examin, wben, Where, 


tained in this title [about postal orders] shall be construed to 


By $ 15 they may arrest and hand the party | H, L. Green's Re-sons for Withdrawisg from 


ihe Liberal League. 


To THE EDITOR OF TuE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In your 
(ditorial in this week's issue of Tam TRUTH SEEKER you 
say: '* As to Mr. Green's defection, we do.not know what 
to make of it. Heis in faver of repealing the Comstock 
laws, and told several members of the League while the 
discussion was in progress that though he should vote to lay 
the resolution over. yet if he came to a vote on tbe resolu- 
tion itself he should vote iu favor of repeal.” And you ask 
me to '' rise and explain,” and I now do ao, 

From the first I hav been opposed to making the opinion 
one held as to the constitu'ionality of the Comstock laws & 
test of fellowship in the Liberal League, for I know that 
some of the best friends of state secularization in this coun- 
try believe those laws constitutional, while others who are ` 
just ss good friends to our movement hold them to be un- 
constitutional. Now to succeed we need the assistance of 
both classes; and my Opinion has been that to make the 
League movement a success either party should not press 
their views on the other party by making them the voice of 
the League. : 

I took this position when I thought Mr. Abbot and his 
friends were making au attempt to commit the League, as a 
League, to the doctrin of “ modification” as against the 
friends of reneal, And I think I am perfectly consistent in 
taking the same position when Mr. Wskeman and hig 
friends undertake to commit the League, as a League. to the 
doctrin of repeal. By taking either course we virtually 
establish a test of fellowship that shuts out those who can- 
not indorge it. For example, tbe League has now been 
fully committed, as a League, to the dootrin of repeal. Can 
we expect that hereafter any one who does not believe iu re- 
pea! will apply for membership ? 

Now as to my consistency at Chicago. Since reading 
Mr, Wakeman’s argument on the Comstock laws I hav been 
of the opinion that they are unconstitutional. Still I hav ` 
never thought but possibly I might be mistaken. I knew 
that many persons of more ability than myself differed with 
rae, and it is my misfortune to be in conflict with the decis- 


They are 


Avd '* by virtue of 
By 88 14 and 18, “the Postmaster General considers 


Instructions for 
By § 786, these agents are not to report to nor disclose 
Is not Comstock a special agent of 


Now the sections 484 and 580 quoted by Mr. Bush about 


and As special agents to the local postmasters. But what 


and as they will ? : 

Where is the penalty that applies to these agents if they 
detain letters and break seals? and who knows if they do 
or do not? Their ways are secret and past finding out. 
Who is there to;keep these keepers under theso facts? 

It is the merest irony to quote $1,048: ‘* But nothing con- 


ions of the courts. 


|not addressed to himself." 


authoriz3 any postmaster or other person to open any letter 
Even this section authorizes 
the return by the Postmaster-General of money-order letters 
“upon evidence satisfactory to him” that they relate to 
objectionable matter or business, How is he to get the 
evidence? And where is the penalty that punishes him or 
his agents if they do this thing which is surely not ** author- 
ized,” but is not forbidden. No law ‘‘authorizes” another 
to commit murder. What we want is a law, not.to say that 
it is unauthorized, but to forbid and punish it. So § 282 
forbids postmasters to withhold letters from criminals, but 
there is no penalty, and it does not apply to special agents 
nor to unmailable matter. In case these special agents sus- 
pect unmailable matter to be inclosed ina letter and open 
it, they hav & sufficient defense that the letter was nons 
mailable and contraband, and no penalty whatever attaches. 
in such case. How can they be punished? 

And finally by § 468, the Postmaster and his agents 
may determin when matter sealed or otherwise shall go to 
the dead-letter office, to be killed. 

But remember, still farther, that these espionage lawa are 
to be run not only by the post-office officials within the 
post-office, but also by Comstock, with his decoy system, 
outside. So that first-class matter is effectually *' regulated’ 
by espionage within and decoy out of the post-cffices. 

Dr. E B. Foote explains how it works very well. “I 
would remind you” he writes, “of. my own case wherein 
the fine of $3,500 was imposed upon me for a little leaflet 
which I never sent in any other way excepting in a sealed 
envelope. It was printed in pearl type no larger than an 
ordinary envelope so that it could be sent in that way to 
answer questions and save letter writing. It was never 
sent except in a sealed letter.” 

What good did the seal do Dr. Foote? Again, take the 
case of Banker Williams in Brooklyn, who was prosecuted 
and ruined by Comstock upon the charge of sending im- 
proper private letters under seal to his neighbor. 

What good did the seal do him ? 

In another case up the Hudson reported to me, Comstock 
arrested a woman for sending a sealed letter to a physician’s 
wife, 

In Dr. Foote’s trial a sealed letter was also used, which 
referred to an article claimed to be objectionable by Com. 
stock, and which bad been sent by express, The letter 
simply announced that it had been sent. "This was held to 
be a violation of these postal laws, and a conviction was had 
on that count as well as the other three charged. 

In my former letter I showed that this espionage applied 
also to the registry and money order systems, with still 
greater danger. Bee 88 875, 1,048, and 1,044. Need I repeat 
what I then wrote, and which has not been answered, and 
cannot be? See TRUTH SEEKER of Aug. 21st last. 

Bnt in reply to all this line of exposure, Col. Ingersoll 
said at Chicago that the injured party has his remedy, 
meaning, I suppose, that if his property is destroyed, or if 
heis denied the use of the mails wrongfully, he has some 
legal remedy. E 

But where could Dr. Foote, in case his book had been 
condemned by his censors, pursue his remedy against them? 
Could he compel them to decide rightly? No. It has been 
expressly decided that **a public duty is not enforceable by a 
private action except when that right has been specifically 
given by statute.” (See P. L. and R., § 444, p. 115.) 

But no right of action nor possibility of relief is given 
against this church and federal espionage and decoy system. 
It is a power, secret, irresponsible, and remedyless, which 
may be used at any time to strike down any interest or any 
person, for the mail reaches all. Let us be thankful that 
the postal cfficials are mostly fair and honorable men, as I 
before slated. f this placer of evil was worked as Com- 
stock wishes there would be no need of urging repeal. The 
jndignation of the people would compel it. 

The laws and regulations above quoted and referred to 
were in Mr. Bush's hands when he charged me with mis- 


representation. Surely I need not say more. 
New York, Oct, 8, 1880, T. B, WAKEMAN, 


And I felt a great repugnance to com- 


pelling anybody to accept my opinion or the alternativ of 


withdrawing from the Lesgue, which appeared to me to be 
he place in which we were putting Col. Ingersoll and all 


others who sgreed with him, at Chicago. And I said to Mr, 


Wakeman while the resolutions were under discussion, “I 
shall do all in my power to prevent vour bringing these reg- 
olutions to a vote, hut if you compel me to vote on them I 
shall vote for them." Ard it was for the reason that I was 
resolved not to be compelled to do so unjust a thing to the 
minority that I withdrew from the League nt so early a 
period, before the vote on the resolutions was reached. And 
it was not true, as stated in your report of the proceedings, 
that I threatened to withdraw if the resolutions were pasted, 
I made no threats, but withdrew at once when I came to the 
conclusion that duiy required it. 

There were many other reasons why I withdrew from the 
League. Fora long time I knew that I was not in accord 
with the views of many of the controling members. The 
tendency has been for a long time to make the League more 
of an anti Comstock institution than an anti-church and 
State institution. I hav thought that many were more de- 
sirous of having '' Cupid's Yokes” circulated than church 
property taxed. Wren I hav insisted that we confine our- 
selva more to the original objects for which the League wau 
organized I hav been charged with having too narrow a 
view of the work of the League, and that mere state secu- 
larization was of small importance compared to other work 
tbat the League must do. : 

And I found at Chicago that those known as Freelovers 
seemed to hav taken possession of the organizition. Mra, 
Colman, the first speaker, declared —which declaration was 
welcomed with loud applause—that ** we had met to getile 
the question that men and women could say what they 
pleased and rend through the mails just what they pleased.” 
And she declared that sexual intemperance was the ques- 
tion of the hour. That may and may not be true, but 1 in- 
sist those were not the questions that the League was organ- 
ized to settle, and not questions that I am interested io. 

And I thought the question of the '* Comstock laws” and 
“ obscene literature" were admirably disposed of by Orlonel 
Ingersol!'s resolutions at Cincinnati last year, and I felt gure 
Mr. Wakeman and his friends endangered the life of the 
League by bringing the question up again this year. Time 
will prove whether my fears were well founded or not, I 
stated at Chicago, on the floor of the Congress, that in my 
opinion the passage of those resolutions at this timeoverthe 
heads of the minority would be the death of the League. I 
still believe that prediction will prove true. Not but what I 
believe that, as an organization, it will still exiat for a long 
time, but I think it will exist not as an advocate of the entire 
secularization of the state, but as a society for the promulga- 
tion of Freelove principles, and, as above stated, an “ anti- 
Comstock organization.” And as such a society I do not 
desire to be connected with it. 

But I ehall hav no angry conflict with my old friends 
who still remain in the League and for the future will con- 
trol its action. For many of them I entertain, personally, a 
high opinion. With their views and methods of action I 
radically differ and feel that it is a great relief to me to be 
out of the League, and as I could not go with them into the 
work that they deem important they will feel better to be 
rid of me. That i8 the reason probably that my friend 
Walker shouted,;‘‘ Good riddance!” when I withdrew. He 
had learned from a private conversation with me that I was 
opposed to loading down the League with hobbies foreign 
to its legitimate work, as I understood it, and he for that 
reason thought my resignation would get a stumbling-block 
out of the way of his introducing into the League his pet 
hobby, Freelove. But be that as it may, I am out and shall 


in the future work for the Liberal cause outside of that or- 


ganization, but I shall continue to work for what I think 
the best interests of humanity in my own way. 

lhope in the near future to see organ'zed a society that 
shall make the secularization of the state its special object 
and leave other questions to the associations to which tney 
legitimately belong. I think there is room for and need of , 


such a society, and when it is formed I hope to see it attend 
earnestly to ita work. If those who claim to be Liberals 
cannot agree, let them sgree to disagrec, 
should be with principles we deem erroneous and not with 
individuals. I hope to continue to be on friendly terms per- | 
sonally with all my «id friends in the Liberal League, not- 
withstanding our antagonistic opinions. I despise the views 
promulgated by Freelovers, but know many persons who 
advocate them for whom personally I hav great respect, 
But that is no reason for my giving countenance to their 
opinions. Please pardon me, Mr, Editor, for occupying so 
much of your space in complying with your request to rise 
and explain. 


Oar corflict 


Truly yours, H. L, GREEN, 
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A Letter from a Red-Hot Republican. 


To THe Eprrog or THe TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: When 
I subscribed for Tum TRUTH BEEKER I did not suppose I 
was to receive a truthless Democratic journal. I neither 
knew nor cared for the party polities of its editor, not ex- 
pecting that he would obtrude them offensivly on his readers. 
For the last three or four years the paper has been all that 
I could wish it tobe, Now I am forced to regard its edi- 
torial matter ag little better than the spawn of Southern 
rebels. 

Rebellion against free institutions bevause of their free- 
dom is anew development of human nature, an unlooked- 
for and a surprising phase in human events. No pen or 
tongue has done full justice to its hellish principles and 
deeds. The motivs which prompted the Democratic rebell- 


ion of 1861 were radically different from any other rebell- 


jon that has ever occurred in the hiatory of the human race. 
Other rebellions hav originated in a laudable determination 
to throw off despotic power, to escape from intolerable op- 
pression. Our fathers were rebelsto King George IV. of 
England. Their motto was. *“ Resistance to tyrants is obe- 
dience to God.” But this Democratic rebellion was a case 
of resistance to a constitution—the admiration of the friends 
of justice in all lands—which they had sworn to defend, 
and to equal Jaws enacted by the master rebels themselvs. 
When they revolted there was not a law on the United 
States statute books that had not received the sanction of 
a majority of Southern representativs in Congress. Up to 
that time they had their own way in everything. Being 
defeated in the election of Abraham Lincoln, they surmised 
that their imperious domination might not iast forever. 

Their leading object, the perpetuation and extension of 
slavery, they feared could not be realized in a republic the 

Northern portion of which was animated by the spirit of 
liberty, They had become the avowed enemies of not only 
a republic but of all forms of free government and free so. 
ciety. Their press teemed with articles denouncing every 
kind of liberty, except the liberty of holding men in bond- 
age, as a pest and a curse Witness their talk to W. H. 
Russell, correspondent of the London Times ; “If we could 
only get one of the royal race of England to rule over us, 
we should be content.” That sentiment, varied in a hun. 
Gred ways, has been repeated to me over and over again in 
South Carolina. Their admiration for monarchical, institu- 
tions on the English model, for a privileged class, and for 
a landed aristocracy is undisguised. Others asserted as 
vehemently that *' there was too much freedom in England, 
France, and Germany, and that tbey hated everything under 
the name of free, from free soi), free suffrage, free schools, 
free speech, free press, free labor, down to free niggers." 

Thus it is seen that their revolt was an insurrection against 
the rights of nature, a war upon equality itself, an effort to 
crush out every aspiration for & government of the people, 
by the people, and for the people; a war against the com- 
monwealth of man. It therefore stands unequaled and 
alone in its criminality. Beneath the lowest hell of all past 
iniquity these Democratic traitors hav found ‘‘a lower 
deep," where nestle and fester a pestilential breed of hid- 
eous monsters, before unknown to the darkened annals of 
the world. They hav done more to blacken and disgrace 
our common humanity than all other miscreants, from Cain 
down to the present moment. They hav vastly enlarged 
the boundaries of human turpitude, and extended the pos- 
sibilities of shameless infamy. Their manner of waging 
their war against right and civilization, by means of pirate 
ships, infected clothing, the starvation and cold-blooded 
massacre of defenseless prisoners, was in keeping with their 
original foul design. Of such is the material, in fact the 
ruling element, of the present Democratic party ; and its 
history for the last twenty years has been a series of shock. 
ing and astounding enormities, of which its felon attempt 
to steal the state of Maine is one of the least. 

The difference between its present candidate for Presi- 
dent and General Lee is simply this: Lee went over to the 
rebels before the war, and Hancock went over to them after 
Lee had surrendered. His Order No. 40 was to them both 
aid and comfort, but it was death to three hundred and 
thirty Union men in Texas alone, who were murdered for 
the noblest virtues that ever animated the human heart. 
His administration in Louisiana was equally disastrous and 
bloody. In his cfficial course in the latter state he showed 
that he preferred the associations and friendship of traitors 
to Union men, and in that way he earned his present nom- 
jnation. In 1868 a state constitutional convention in Texas 
appointed a committee to report on the increase of crime 
and the non-execution of the laws. Here is an extract from 
that report, which was unanimously adopted : 

,, Authorized by law to uphold the peace, and to protect 
life and property, having at his disposition the army of the 
United States to uphold the authority of the law, Hancock 
has neglected to perform his duties. 

He has refused to punish murderers; be has refused the 
requests of the governor and the general commanding in 
Texas for the creation of stronger courts, and was deaf to 
the wail of terror-stricken, persecuted, and loyal men. 

And, knowing what we assert and maintain in the face of 
the civilized world, we place the cause and the responsibil- 
ity for the death of hundreds of loyal citizens of Texas 
upon his [Hancock's] shoulders. 

It is a responsibilty that should cover his name with in- 
famy, and his memory in years to come with curses and 
execrations. A 

That shows that Hancock is almost a fit candidate for the 
Democratic party—a party that has destroyed six billion 
dollars' worth of the hard earnings of the people; 8 party 
that has piled upon the weary shoulders of honest toil three 
Dillion dollars of national debt; a party that has murdered 
four hundred thousand of the flowerof American manhood, 
and all murdered for their patriotism; I say murdered, be- 
cause offensiv war is always murder on the part of the 
aggressiv and atrocious yillaing that wage it, Those who 


sympathized with traitors during the gigantic contest, and 
all who hav coalesced with them since With the intention of 
robbing the nation of the blood-bought fruits of the strug- 
gle, are alike guilty. They hav, by force, fraud, and assas- 
sinstion, wrested from four hundred thousand loyal citizens 
the right of suffrage, and sent illegally to Congress thirty of 
their most damnable rebels. The Democratic party has 
put to death mere martyrs to liberty, and made more wid- 
ows and orphans, than Simon de Montfort, the Duke of 
Alva, and the Spanish Inquisition. 

If this piratical horde can elect Hancock now, they will 
be sure to bring out their most admired, trusted, and truly 
representativ man, Jeff Davis, as a candidate for President 
in 1884. And why not? In what respect is he less worthy 
than any one of the sixty-one black-hearted traitors now in 
Congress? If by craft, ballot-box stuffing, and midnight 
murder the principles symbolized by the Stars and Bars, are 
to trample over those of thefStars and Stripes ; if the gray- 
back army, with bowie-knives, shotguns, and tissue ballots 
is to ride rough-shod over the Boys in Blue, why not let the 
gray devil, the head of the Confederacy, take his proper 
place at the head of the American‘ republic ? That would 
be “reconciliation” with a vengeance, and it is just the 
thing the ‘‘solid South ” is hungering and thirating for. 

Of W. H. English, their candidate for Vice-President, but 
few words need be added, as he is all the vice, or rather or- 
ganized avarice, Asa forecloser of mortgages and a merci- 
less grinder of the faces of the poor, he is without & rival. 
His clutching of five to fifteen per cent à month would put 
to shame the money-changers of the ancient temple and all 
the Jew merchants of ancient Venice. A slaveholder at 
heart, though living in a free state, an abetter and defender 
of Preston Brooks in his cowardly and murderous assault 
on Charles Sumner, a hater and reviler of the negro, a ven- 
omous prosecutor of the free state men of infant Kansas, and 
a malignant Copperhead during the Rebellion, he is indeed 
a fit candidate for the Demo-Greenback and green-headed 
party. : 

Having presented, as briefly as possible, my opinion of the 
Democratic party and its candidates, I shall be still more 
brief in spesking of the Republican party and its candidates. 
It the Republican party had done no more than to defend 
and preserve the noblest republic of all time—the last 
and best hope of the oppressed of all nations—from the 
ruthless destructión attempted by nine hundred thousand 
red-handed Democratic traitors, it would deserve the eternal 
gratitude and support of all human kind. 

The greatest deliverances of humanity hav been wrought 
by higher agencies than war. But by war no such deliver- 
ance of humanity was ever wrought as this. Not the fields 
on which Greek intellect and art were saved from the 
Persian ; not the fields on which Roman law and polity 
were saved from the Carthagenian and the Gaul; not those 
plains of Tours on which Charles Martel rolled back Islam 
from the heart of Christendom ; not the waters over which 
the shattered Armada fled; not Leipsic and Lutzen, Mars- 
ton, and Naseby, where, at the hands of Gustavus and 
Cromwell, the great reaction of the seventeenth century 
found its doom, will be so consecrated by the gratitude of 
after ages as Vicksburg and Gettysburg, Atlanta, and those 
lines before Richmond which saw the final blow. 

As leaders, directors, and principal actors in that colossal 
achievement the Republican party won an amaranthin 
wreath that will adorn it forever. Impartial history will 
award it the transcendent honor, the immortal glory, of hav- 
ing through a deluge of blood, a four years’ storm of leaden 
bullets and iron hail, preserved, purified, and rejuvenated 
the great Western republic. Its mighty power and lofty 
grandeur among the nations of the earth has immensely 
increased in spite of the satanic efforts made to subvert it. 
Its magnificent and benign future is more fully assured than 
ever before. With what sincere exultation may we now 
exclaim, *' Hail, Columbia, happy land!" Since the cessa- 
tion of open hostilities the Republican party has, amid sur- 
rounding foes North and South, exerted its wisdom and 
skill in combating the ferocious machinations of vanquished 
though still exasperated traitors. If sustained by the peo- 
ple it has so well and faithfully served for twenty years, it 
will ultimately secure that obedience to equal and just laws 


universal prosperity. 

It has been well said that the Republican party is running 
this canvass on its record, and that the Democratic party is 
running away from its record. Here is & summary of the 
Republican record, which I use for its truth and compre- 
hensiv brevity. 


It suppressed a rebellion which had armed nearly a million 
of men to subvert the national authority; it reconstructed the 
union of states with freedom instead of slavery as its corner- 
stone; it transformed four million human beings from the 
likeness of things to the rank of citizens; it relieved Con. 
gress from the infamous work of hunting fugitiv slaves, 
and charged it. to see that slavery does not exist; it has 
raised the value of our paper currency from thirty-eight per 
cent to the par of gold; it has restored, upon a solid basis, 
payment in coin of all national obligations, and has given 
us a currency absolutely good and equal in every part of 
our extended country; it has lifted the credit of the nation 
from the point where six per cent bonds sold at eighty-six, 
to that where four per cent bonds are eagerly sought at a 
premium. 

Under its administration railways hav increased from 
31,000 miles in 1860 to more than 82 000 miles in 1879. Our 
foreign trade increased from $700 000,000 to $1,500,000,000 
in the same time, and our exporte, which were $20,000,000 
less than our importa in 1860, were $205 000,000 more than 
our imports in 1879. Without rescrting to loans, it has, 
since the war closed, defrayed the ordinary expenses of the 
government besides the accruing interest on the public debt, 
and disbursed annually more than $30,000,000 for soldiers’ 
and sailors’ pensions. It has paid $880,000,000 of the public 
debt, and by refunding the balance at lower rates, has reduced 
tue annual interest charge from nearly $150,000,000 to less 
than $62,000,000, All the industries of the country hav. 


3 


revived, labor is in demand, wages hav inereased, and 
throughout the entire country there is evidence of a coming 
prosperity greater than we hav ever enjoyed. , 

J shall make no reply to your charges of corruption 
against General Garfield, as they hav been so often and so 
effectually refuted by Judge Black and the more candid 
men of your own party. Asa soldier and statesman he is a 
genuin product and growth of the Republican party, of 
which he is the gallant leader and its matchless exponent, 
His speeches are unrivaled among the political oracles of 
the nation. Like Lincoln, he is a prodigy of self-made 
greatness and goodness, and he will be the peer of any of 
the illustrious men who hav occupied the presidential chair. 
Your objections to him on account of his religion do not 
accord with my notions of true Liberalism. Gen. Arthur I 
hav known for over forty years as the legal defender and 
protector of the hunted fugitiv slave, and that key to the 
broad generosity of his character is enough for me. 


Respectfully, S. STEBBINS, M. D. 
Unionville, Pa. , Sep. 20, 1880. 
———— 9 -—— ——— 


Important Decision on the Use of Bibles, etc. 
in Sehools. 


To THE EDITOR OF Tas TRUTH SERKER, Sir: In the Re- 
port of the Superintendent of Public Instruction for Michi- 
gan, 1879, I find the use of Bibles in schools discussed in a 
very able, impartial, and comprehensiv manner by the Rev, 
Kendall Brooks. The superintendent, C. A. Gown, informs 
me he agrees with Mr. Brooks, and that a large majority of 
the members of the association who listened to the essay or 
address also indorsed it. So highly do I esteem this address 
that I take the liberty to quote the more salient points for the 
benefit of the readers of Tun TRUTH SEEKER. If the entire 
address could be given to and read by the public much 
good would result. It was read entire to the school board 
of Lowell with the happiest results. The teachers in the 
Lowell schools hav their choice to read the Bible, if at all, 
in their own time before nine o’clock. The result is that only 
a small portion of the pupils attend ‘‘ chapel exercises.” 
Heretofore our children hav been compelled to join in relig- 
ious exercises or be marked tardy. - Now they can play or 
pray just as they please, Without further comment I will 
quote from Mr. Brooks's address. E. A. CHAPMAN. 

Lowell, Mich, M . 

THE ADDRESS. 

But does it follow that the civil government ought to 
provide for the religious education of the people. Not at all. 
Although this is more important than the other it does not 
come within the province of the civil magistrate. Govern- 
ments are formed for specific purposes. 'Chese purposes do 
not include the support of religion. The functions for 
which it. was established are of a different order and demand 
different qualifications. It cannot giv religious instruction 
and maintain religious observances without first deciding 
what is the true religion without prejudice to every other 
system. And that is an infringement of religious liberty. 
Our public schools cannot be for the religious instruction of 
the children. Such a duty required of them would be 
directly opposed to the genius of our.Constitution. We hav 
no national religion. We do not believe in a national relig- 
ion. Our idea of religion is such as excludes the possibility 
of a national religion. A nation is not religious and ig not. 
required to be and cannot be. Religion is a personal con- 


cern, A nation as such has no right to hav religious 
opinions. » 
The truth is that every man, whatever official posi- 


tion he may occupy, must discriminate between his duty as 
as offizer and his duty aa a man. His duty as a man in- 
cludes his duty as an officer, but his duty as an officer is far 
narrower than his duty as a man lf the governor uses his 
official influence'in favor of one religious belief rather than 
another he misuses the power committed to him and incurs 
the censure of the great body of his fellow-citizens, by 
whose Votes he was elected to his high office. But now 
suppose instead of being employed by the state as its chief 
magistrate he is employed under its laws and by proper 
appointment of civil officers as a teacher in one of its public 
schools, to giv instruction and to train the young for the 
service of the state. May he any more than the governor 
use his official influence for the propagation of his religious 
opinions and for making the children under his care Epis- 
copalians, Baptists, or Methodists? There is but one 
answer to this question. It is no partof his official work to 
teach religion. The school is not established for religious 


which is the only talisman of lasting peace, harmony, and. instruction. It is the ereature of the state, and the state has 


no relation to religion, except this, that it must secure per- 
fect equality of religious liberty to all churches and to men 
of every creed. They attend school to be taught the ele- 
ments of human learning. They must be taught at home 
the principles and doctrins of true religion. 

The church sustains an institution for the express pur- 
pose of leading the young into a knowledge of God, of ren- 
dering the service which the public schoo] cannot render, 
It is the mission of the church to teach religion just as the 
public schools teach secular learning. The state and the 
church hav different functions, and each is important, 
yes, indispensable in its place, but neither should be allowed 
to interfere with the province of the other or to go outside 
of the sphere in which its work lies. The church must not 
compel attendance on its instructions and services, for its 
power in nothing is compulsory: religion is a personal con- 
cern, The state alone compels. On the other hand the 
state must restrict its instructions and requirements to secu- 
lar things, because religion allows no compulsion. Religion 
covers With its broadjwing all the relations of men, and calls 
on them to be faithful as citizens and to cultivate to the 
largest advantage all the faculties of the mind. But the 
state must impose no disability on those who disregard the 
claims of religion, for she knows no religion, and is not 
charged; with its defense or support. The public school 
then has no duty to perform,in reference to the religious 
education of its pupils. 

May teachers of public schools be required as a part of 
their daily exercise to maintain any forms of religious wor- 
ship? The state certainly has no right to require that any 
person employed by it shall in his official capacity engage in 
any religious services. The state has nothing to do with 
religion except to protect man in the eujoyment of relig- 
ious liberty. If the teacher in a public school may be 
required to engage in religious worship and the children of 
a school may be required to join in this worship, then of 
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Course some teacher may be required to observe the external 
forms of a worship in which he does not believe, and some 
Children may be compelled to attend on religious service 
which they ortheir parents honestly believe to be wrong 
and displeasing to God. This would be to invade their 
religious liberty. And if the spending of fifteen minutes 
each morning in religious observances may be demanded by 
the: civil authorities, the same principle would sanction 
religious instruction and compuisory attendance on other 
services of religion. 

If now tbe question is asked whether teachers in our 
public schools are at liberty to maintain religious forms and 
worship in their schools, we answer, Yes, they are at Jib- 
erty to do this,’ so long as the pupils and their parents offer 
no objections to it, But if any parent object, if an honest 
adherent of the papal church, f: r example, should be unwill- 
ing to hav his son join in worship which ha declares to be 
offered by a-heretic and which he regards as dangerous to 
the soul of the child, that child must not be required to join 
in such service or even be present when it is rendered. His 
conscientious scruples, Or those of his parente, must not be 
disregarded, for we believe in religious liberty. But if in 
conse quence of unwise action on either side the question is 
pressed to a sharp and final answer whether children may 
be compelled to engage in forms of religious worship, how- 
ever much we may regret the necessity for rendering the 
decision, we must admit there is but one answer to the ques- 
F tion, They may not be compelled. 

Each religious opinion must hav the same opportunity in 
a nation in which religious freedom is secured to all. If 
80me public schools are maintained in the interests of Prot- 
estantism, others may be rightly maintained in the interests 
of Romanism. If the public funds may be employed for 
sustaining schools in which one form of religion is favored, 
they may be employed for sustaining schools in which any 
other form of religion i8 favored. 

It is better a thousandfold that all religious observsnces 
be omitted from our public schools than that by establish- 
ing certain forms in some we compel ourselvs, as a matter 
of consistency, to maintain other schools in which children 
shall be taught doctrina subversiv of our national existence 
and favorable to the return of medieval darkness and super- 
stition, : 

—— — à 9 —— — 


[From the Boston Investigator] 
The National Liberal League. 


Ool. Ingersoll, who had been elected first Vice-President, 
and H, L. Green, Esq., as one of the directors, resigned 
their offices after the discussion took place on the resolution 
asking for the repeal of the postal laws in relation to obscene 
| literature, or, in other worde, what is known as the Com- 
stock law. These gentlemen (and they seem to be the 


only ones of similar views) were opposed to repeal, on the 
grounds that such action implicated the League 28 favoring 
obscenity; and, secondly, that as such a subject formed 
really no part of the platform of the League, it was entirely 

i irrelevant and should not hav been introduced. 

The first objection appears to us unsound, The League is 
not a promoter or encourager of obscene literature, and 
never Was, to our knowledge and belief. Its position 

always has been, and is now, if we understand it, that 
| speech should be free, the press free, the mails free, and 

everybody free to send through that public conveyance just 
| such book or paper as he or she may see fit We hav 
| thought that this is the position of the League in regard to 
| the question of obacenity. Anyhow, it is our position, and 

we think it a proper and consistent one for a Liberal and 
| independent man, and therefore we havalways been in favor 
| of repeal, for we are not going to allow Mr. Anthony Com- 
| stock or anybody else to define for us what is obscenity or 
| what we shall send through the mails. We take the liberty 
| to do our own defining on all subjects, and exactly the 
| same liberty to seil or giv away any book or paper or send 
| it by express or mail either, Anthony Comstock of the New 
| York Society for the Suppression of Vice, and the whole 
Christian church thereunto added, to the contrary notwith- 
standing. . 

The second objection, however, that the subj:ct of ob- 
scenity should not hav been introduced in the League, we 
regard as strictly correct. It is no part of the ‘‘ Demands of 
Liberalism,” and if the members of a former congress had 
been more thoughtful and sagacious, they never would hav 
accepted or debated a question whicb, by its continuance, 
has Only resulted in useless dispute, dissension, and division. 
There are some things, it would seem, which should be 
taken for granted, without any debate, because they are 
self-evident; and one of them is that men and women who 
are intelligent enough to be Liberals are as much opposed 
to obscenity as to murder, robbery, piracy, slander, or any 
other crime. "Therefore, 80 far as we are concerned indi- 
vidually, we hav not the least objection to a law against 
obscenity, provided such law is entorced, as we know it can 
be (for it was successfully carried out in this city), by 
municipal authority, before we ever heard of Anthony 
Comstock. But we are sternly and determinately opposed, 
now and forever, to any law, framed by any class of people, 
that shall in the remotest degree interfere with what should 
always be preserved inviolable—the freedom of the mails | 

"We regret sincerely that such very able gentlemen and 
most industrious workers in the Libersl movement as 
Col, Ingersoll and H. L. Green, E:q., should hav seen fit, 
from anything that transpired at the Congress, to hav 
resigned their offices, though of course they will continue, 
individually, their successful efforts for liberty or equal 
rights, but as prominent officers of the Liberal League 
their labors and influence would be more beneficial, 

The League, if we understand its position (aud we think 
we do), does not want the churches, the New York 
Society for the Suppression of Vice, and Anthony Com- 
stock to control the criminal laws in any municipality, or 
state, or in the general government; nor, secondly, does 
it want the general government to set up anything like a 
postal censorship by defining the meaning ‘of mailed mats 
ter, or the kind of books, pamphlets, papers, etc., that 
may legally be sent through the mail; and lastly, the 


| | = —— 


League is opposed to allowing the post-office to be used 
as a decoy-duck to deceive and lead into a snare, in order 
to keep in office a government spy, trickster, or informer. 
| If we are Correct in these three points, and hav fairly 
‘stated the reasons of the League for desiring the obscenity 
law repealed unconditionally, then we hav no hesitation 
whatever in saying that the majority vote of the League 
in favor of repeal wss Libera’, right, just, and constitu- 


tional, 
to 


[From Cooley's Weekly.] 
Modern Sorcery. 

Elder James L. Smith is the happiest man in town. He 
has just returned from Lake Pleasant Camp-Meeting, where, 
at the ** seance " of the noted Eddy brothers, he professes to 
hav seen his deceased relativs reclothed in mortal garb. 

Elder Smith is an activ, intelligent man of seventy years. 
He was one of eleven children born in slavery at Heathville, 
Va.. Forty-two years ago he escaped from bondage, and 
found refuge in this city. He was ordained a minister of 
the gospel many years since aud during a quarter of a cen- 
tury was pastor of. the colored Methodist church of Nor- 
wich. : 
` A party of about twenty, including the writer, was seated 
in a moderately lighted room, in one corner of which was 

a dark recess or cabinet occupied by the “ medium.” From 
| this small enclosure came forth the ghostly forms for recog- 
nition by the sitters. 

After several of these eminent forms had ‘‘ manifested," 
to the evident satisfaction of their friends of mortal mold, 
8 colored woman app2ared upon the} scene, and gently 
waved her hand to Mr. Smith. The Elder approached, 
took the strange visitor by the hand, and, to his astonishment, 
recognized in her his sister Lelis, whom, after the shackles 
of slavery were stricken from his people, he used to visit 
on his annual pilgrimage to Dixie. Congratulatory greet- 
ings Were exchanged, and the Elder resumed his seat. 

A young colored girl, in plantation costume, next came 
from the Cabinet. She scanned the faces of the sitters, and 
when her eyes fell upon the Elder she extended her hands, 
while he advanced to greet her. She claimed to be his long. 
lost sister Scilla, who was sold and torn from the family 
hearth when about twelve years old, and from whom no 
tidings had since been received. She seemed overjoyed to 
meet her elder brother, in mortal form. Eagerly seizing 
his hand she fondly caressed him, and danced in girlish glee 
as she exclaimed, ‘‘ Free at last! Free at last! Bless the 
Lord! Free at last !" 

Later in the seance the bent form of an old colored man, 
with gray hairs and whiskers, tottered from the cabinet. 
Mr. Smith again advanced and at once recognized his aged 
father. Their sffectionate greetings and mutual ejacula- 
tions of ‘‘ Bless the Lord !" and ‘Glory to God!’? were 
indeed pathetic. 

The light was sufficient to clearly define the features when 
the observer was near, and from & rear seat, where the 
writer sat, the color and general contour of the faces could 
be discerned. The cast of countenance, it was stated by 
one who occupied a more favorable position, bore a family 
resemblance to Elder Smith. 

A voice from the cabinet was heard saying: ‘‘We are glad 
to meet our worthy colored brother, for we know him to be 
honest-hearted and true. And we can assure him that the 
immortal spirits of his loved ones on the eternal shores are 
pure and white. And we know that in earth life many a 
blacker soul than his is hidden beneath a white skin.” 

On taking his seat the aged Elder wept for joy. He 
firmly declares that he would hav known his father and 
older sister had he met them in a crowd. And now he 
boldly proclaims the wonderful works of the Lord. He is 
no longer a doubting Thomas, for he has seen and talked 
with his loved ones ‘‘ face to face.” 

Norwich, Bept. 4, 1880. 


BxBoN BOARDMAN. 


— a 
A New Phase of Religious Intolerance. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEXER, Sir: Our priest- 
ridden town has been having quite a sensation of late in the 
way of religious intolerance. Andrew Grove. a highly 
respectable and well-to-do farmer of this county, an out- 
spoken, radical Spiritualist, quite bitter in his denunciation 
of the Bible (as an inspired book), the vicarious atonement, 
and the dogmas of the church, left home in March, 1878, to 
visit the Hot Springs and his sons in Iowa and Michigan. 
He loaned some money in Chicago, Ill., and word soon came 
that he got swindled out of his money, and the report flew 
around like wildfire that Mr. Grove was insane, and the 
sons and son-in-law get to work to hav a guardian appointed. 
Of course his being a Spiritualist was enough for Christians, 
&nd there were a number of them who went before the pro- 
bate judge and swore that Mr. Grove was insane, hence the 
son-in-law was appointed guardian in his absence. When 
he returned from the West he commenced suit to set aside 
the guardianship. The suit was quite a protracted one, last- 
ing twelve days, with two leading attorneys upon a side. 
The party opposing Grove let.the bars down, and lugged 
in his religious views; in fact, Spiritualism was made the 
gist of the whole affair. Pious, long-faced Christians went 
on the witness stand and swore that a man who talked about 
the Bible, the Bible God, the churches, and who believed in 
the ability of the departed to return and communicate, and 
in materializations, spirit pictures, etc., must be insane. 
One good Methodist based his conclusion upon the fact that 
Grove once showed him what he claimed to be spirit pic- 
tures, and he swore that a man must be insane to believe it. 
Mr. Grove gained the suit, and the opposit party took out 
an appeal, thus the case is stil unsettled. Mr. Grove is 
considered (by those not prejudiced on account of his be- 
lief) to be one of the best posted and most practical farmers 
in this section of the country. Heis aman of more than 


ordinary ability, and there were no possible grounds to make 


out a case of insanity except through prejudice against him 
on account of his being a Spiritualist, au Infidel, which 
made it a Clear case of religious intolerance. 
man must be harrassed, tormented, put to hundreds of dol- 
lars of expense in this land of boasted religious freedom, to 
test his sanity on account of his heresy to the dogmas of the 
church. How much longer must Liberals forbear ? How 


Think of it, a 


much longer will their patience hold out? How much 

longer ate we to bear this persecution at the hands of big- 

oted Christians ? lt is to be hoped that & more decided 

action will be taken ere long, and Christians soon be made 

to know that Infidels hav rights which they are bound to 

respect. A. ALLEN Nog. 
Warren, 0. 


** John's Way.” 


Mrs. M. J. Pierce, New Hartford, Iowa, writes, ** It is the 
best book I ever read." ' 


L. H. Conover, Beach Haven. Pa., writes : '' The book is 
small in size, but I find on reading it that it weighs just one 
ton gross weight. lhav read and re-read it, and loaned it 
out to the brothers and sisters of several churches, and it is 
doing good missionary Work." 


M. J. Pierce, New Hartford, Iowa, writes: ‘‘Mrs. Slenker’s 
‘John’s Way’ will do great good. If any commence read- 
ing it, it is all day withthem. "They cannot leave it till it is 
finished, and then their faith in that oid barbarous book, 
the Bible, is gone. I prophesied that her book, ' Studying 
the Bible,’ would do more good than any book since the 
‘ Age of Reason,’ but for actual work and beneüt to human- 
ity this little ‘John’s Way’ will beat it. It is a new de- 
parture, and will surely work its way to eminence. As 
sure as two and two make four Mrs. Slenker has erected her 
own monument while yet alive, and when marble aud 
granit are powder, her's will shine forth a glistening aid to 


reason.” 
——— — —$ en 


Elmina's Notes. 

First and foremost, I wish to thank friend Leland for his 
good fight with Comstock’s doings vs. Liberal public, in the 
person of H. L, Barter, who has done a good work in print- 
ing the story of “Libra Dawn, or the Dawn of Liberty," a 
Story wherein the fruits of sexual intemperance and mar- 
riage license are so terribly exposed that every true soul 
must burn for a higher and purer plane of civilization. 

Inclosed please find fifty cents from Isaac Slenker and 
fifty from Elmina for the *' Barter Trial Fund." I feel sure 
there are few Liberals who will not be liberal enough to giv 
an equal percentage according to means and ability. 

Second, I want to say to T. B. Wakeman that his ‘‘ The 
Union the Controling Issue " is the first article I hav yet 
read that, to my mind, givs good, sound, unselfish reasons 
why Republicans should decide to vote with the Democratic 
party. A few more such blows as that will knock the props 
from under even the old-time Whigs, and topple over the 
edifice of ages. 

Third, I put in a gentle reminder to the friends of Mr. 
Jeremiah Hacker, of Berlin, that the powers that be hav, in , 
the shape of New Jersey drouths in the spring, once more 
destroyed his fruit and berry crop, leaving him entirely de- 
fenseless against the cold and hunger of the coming winter’s 
needs, 

And lastly, I wish to say how greatly interested wo all are 
in the good letters of our absent friend, D. M. Bennett, 
whose graphic pen has carried his numerous readers al] the 
way along with him on his travels. making them partakers 
with him in its sight-seeing, and yet leaving them exempt 
from the wearisome tedium of the actual j unt. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER. 
Snowville, Va., Sept. 29, 1880. 


—— — 
Elmina’s Mistakes. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Although 
I find much which does not accord with my own sentiments 
in the Contributions of Mrs. Slenker to your columns, I 
always read them with interest. In her recent open letter 
to George Lynn she falls into some errors, the truth rather 
than the falsity of which are necessary to sustain her 
views. She thinks if “of one hundred men and women 
Selected from the strong and robust and middle-aged fifty 
should marry and fifty liv celebate lives the latter would 
produce the greater number of aged persons." It is only &a 
little time ago that considerable discussion was going on 
both in Europe and in this country to account for the fact 
which statistica presented that married life seemed to pro- 
mote longevity. Ido not recall the statistics, but they were 
certainly very largely in favor of marriage. Then she 
quotes from an article from Mr. Preston in which he says 
that of parturient women about one in twenty-eight die / I 
cannot imagin where Mr, Preston obtained his figures. My 
first thought on seeing such a startling statement was to 
refer to our medical text-books. But as the New York 
Herald of Sept. 29th contains something bearing directly 
upon the subject, it is more convenient to quote from that: 
“ Prof. A. L. Loomis, M.D., in a lecture at the University 
of the City of New York, on the evening of the 28th, on The 
Relation of Clinical Study to Medical Progress, under- 
took to show what progress had been made in medicin 
since the beginning of this century. In the course of his 
address he said that in obstetric practice one in sixty died 
formerly, while now Only One Case in 216 proves fatal.” It 
is especially important that such an error in popular litera- 
ture as that which occurs in Mrs. Slenker’s article should 
be corrected because 80 many young wives suffer from ap- 
prehension on this point. They might well be apprehensiv 
and might well dread to encounter the risks of motherhood 
if one in twenty-eight die in confinement. The same article 
is open to other Criticism, but ag statistics are not readily 
obtainable to show that Mrs. Slenker’s suppositions are 
disproved by the experience of the human family, I will 
simply let them pass, at least for the present. — 

Nea York, Rept, 80, 1880, E, B. Foors, M.D, 
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The Tmth Seeker, October 9, 1880. — 


Some True Inwardness. 


All readers know that politiesl *' chatter" raged fiercely 
all summer long; and everybody expected that political 
questions would come up in the Fourth Annual Congress 
of the League. What happened to stop the chatter just 
where all mindsthought it would be most uproarious? Why 
did politics go down and the demand for repeal of the Com- 
stock law go up, especially as the question of repeal had 
recently been very little discussed ? PH 

Let us throw some light on the under face of these cards. 

The delegates on arriving in Chicago, and meeting acd 
greeting, found themselvs fairly apportioned off between 
the parties. There were Greenback Liberals, Hancock 
Liberale, and a few Girfield Liberals ; and it was instinct- 
ivly felt that no unanimity of agreement could be 
attained by raising auy political question. No doubt unan- 
imity could hav been secured on an independent candidate; 
but it was generally felt that it was too late in the campaign 
for an independent movement. _ 

Another consideration that kept down politics was the 
fact that Maine had just electrified the country with her de- 
cisiv vote against the Republicans. After this develop- 
ment, Hancock Liberals felt that the Republicans were 
bound to be beaten anybow, and so what would be the use 
of crowding the mourners.in the League Congress on that 
question ? ; 

Now what brought up the Comstock law and the demand 
for repeal so urgently—especially after the general acquies- 
cence in such disposal of it as was had last year at Cincin- 
nati? Well, it was nothing else than the arrest of another 
editor. The recent attack by the Comstock emissaries on 
Mr. Barter, of Le Claire, Iowa, was especially well timed to 
suger all Western. Liberals; and the Western delegates, par- 
ticularly those from Iowa aud Kansas, came to Chicago ir- 
repreasibly determined in their demand for a repeal of that 
infamous law ; and, had not that demand been answered, 
there might hav been a real bolt in that direction, in place 
of the individual unpleasantness that did occur. That was 
the caure of the repeal movement at this particular time. 
"Without this arrest the question would not hav come up, or 
not with strength enough to carry it; and the action at Cin- 
cinnati would hav remained the final expression of the 
League upon the subject. But for this arrest C»1, Ingersoll | 
might again hav carried the day, f 

These two disclosures will explain to the Auxiliary 
Leagues and Liberals every where why the thunder that was 
get down in the program made no noise, and outof what 
clear sky came that other bolt not in the bills. 

Now whence came the opposition to this demand for re- 
peslof the Comstock law? It came solely and alone from 
Col. Ingersoll, and he came into the Convention for the sole ; 
and only purpose to oppose and defeat that demand. But 
for him, I venture to say, the resolution would hav passed : 
unanimously and without debate. Mr. McCracken gave in : 
his approval of it in committee. Green promised Wake- ' 
man, up to the last moment, to vote for it. Burnham | 
would not hay voted against an overwhelming majority. 
All the women, to a man, were in favor of it, excepting 
Mrs. Hulett Parry, and she said she voted against it under 
instructions. R C, Spencer is the only man who might, at 
the last pinch, hav voted a solitary ''5o," ss he did last 
year on the resolution of sympathy with Mr. Bennett. 

Now will the Liberals of this country who were not pres- 
ent to witness the struggle at Chicago in any way be per- | 
suaded to believe that that Congress of bard-headed, think- 
ing, reasoning, independent Liberals could be carried wrong 
on any quesiion with Col. lagersoll bringing his unexam- . 
pled powers of rbetoric, wit, argument, analysis, great good 
nature, and irresistible eloquence to bear in the exposure of 
that wrong? And if they voted against him, as they did, . 
three to one, on this special question, must it not hav been 
because there same qualities of tbe great orator are utterly 
powerless to persuade such a Congress of free, independent, 
thinking citizens against their convictions and away from 
the path of rectitude? Had there been any right in his 
proposition, he would hav had our votes. The orator 
must espouse the side of jastice if he wishes to prevail, In 
the wrong he is just as powerless as the weakest of men. 
Jt was like tearing our hearts out to vote against C]. Inger- 
80ll, but the facts and the logic of the situation demanded 
it. Whom the League loveth it chasteneth; and it was in 
the spirit of love that we administered this rebuke. 

Ingersoll taunted upon Wakeman that he had lost & case, 
and that was why he had not a ood opinion of the law. 
This was not true ; but to this attribution of personal motiv 
Wakeman might hav retorted, but did not, that all Inger- 
solls affiliations and interests are in Washington, with 
government people from whom he collects claims, with 
judges before whom he prosecutes them, with Garfield and 
the Rapublican party from whom he gets political lecture 
engagements, and with all the recreants who made and sus- 
tain this law, and he must sustain it with them or lose 
patronage. With all these purely personal interests center- 
ing in him aud irfluencisg him he came into that Congress 
to pereuade its delegates to swell his sails and make his hay 
while his sun chines. "Ther saw clearly through it end 
simply wouldn't do it. 

Now as to the consequences of the Colonel’s defection, it 
should be stated that the League began, grew, and progressed 
for three years without him. His first appearance in it was 
only a year ago, after more than one hundred local Leagues 
had been orgarized, and two sunnal congresses had been 
held. He came to our Congress in Cincinnati with apparent 
hesrtiness and enthusiasm, assuring some of us that his 
** whole soul was in the movement.” He, Green, and Cor- 
nell University staved off repeal, and carried just the 
expression on the Comstock legislation that they wahted to, 
had it all his and their own way unopposed. "Then,we ad- 
journed, separated; 


‘cast upon the outer waters. 


‘me to vindicate ourselvs. 


“ Each tak aff his several way, 
Resolved to meet some i:her day." 

Cornell, two months after, in a fit of concern for “public 
morality,” stepped down and out from the League. Green 
truckled and wavered, and we never-heard of Col. Inger- 
soll any more in connection with the League till the second 
day, late in the afternoon, of the last Congress at Chicago. 
Then he came.to scoff, and would not remain to pray. As 
the League flourished before he joined it, so it will survive 
his departure. 

There was once a knighthood that protected the weak, 
that opposed the strong in the unjust exercise of strength, 
that devoted great gifts to the defense of the right, Oaly 
some scattered remains of that order hav coma down to us. 
The Liberal League is fanning some flickering flames of it 
in the hope of rekiedling the once chivalric fire. And Col. 
Ingersoll, after a baptism into that holy order that devoted 
his whole soul to it, retreats from the forlorn hope, though 
knowing that editor after editor, for no wrong done, but at 
the mere star-chamber behest of a private theocratic society, 
is gobbled up and imprisoned. ‘Inasmuch as ye did it 
unto one of the least of these ye did it unto me,” is one of 
the touching reverberations from a far away time to the 
inquiry, '' What shall we do to be saved ?" but Col. Inger- 
soll, with the text on his lips, rallies not under the flag of 
that host. Well, nevertheless, he is still good bread self- 
We look confidently for his 


return to us after many days. T. C, LELAND. 


The Latest Rip. 


The editor of Mind and Matter last summer occupied. a 
whole page of space that could not be very Valuable in giv- 
ing a large quantity of misinformation on a subject about 
which Liberals generally are well informed, He took a 
political article of mine from Tan TRUTH BERKER for a 
text, denounced me as a ‘‘ dishonest demagog,” and called 
for proof of my statements. I sent him the information, 
and naturally looked to see him print it. In a few days he 
sent me a whining letter declining to publish my communi- 
cation. s 

"Now he continues this line of proceeding in an onslaught 
on the action of the League Congress at Chicago. He pub- 
lishes the Comstock law, assures his readers that THE 
TRUTH ÑERKER and other Liberal journals hav never pub- 
lished it, and dares any of them to do it. 

The editor conducts his paper oa trance principles. He 
Rip Van Winkles his head up (or down) among the dead 
folks a decade or so, lets the world go by him, then half 
opens & peeper and begins cursing and damning the busy 


i people of this lower world because certain things hav not 


been done that were done and forgotten long ago. his 
very Comstock law has been published over and over again 
in THE TRUTA SEEKER, in all the Freethought papers, in 
tracts and pamphlets, far, wide, and broadcast, wherever we 
could find any possible medium of publication, 

Now he ostentatiously opens his columns to Wakeman and 
As for myself I decline invita- 
tions to write for his waste-basket—and even the columns 
of his paper are little else. If he wants any article of mine 
he may forward me $25 cash in advance as a guarantee of 
good faith, 

Dear General, either put up or shut up. 


Yours anciently, T. C. LELAND. — 


The Barter. Trial Fund. 


This trial under the Comstock law has been fixed to com- 
mence on the third Tuesday in January, 1881, at Keokuk, 
lows, before Judge Love-—good name, if it doesn't go, like 
dreams, by contraries. 

On the last afternoon of the League Congress at Chicago, 
I read the report of my investigation of the case to the con- 
vention. While reading it a woman came forward and 
placed a silver dollar in my hand. That seemed to be con- 
tagious, prompting another woman to do the same. At the 
close of the reading Lucy Oolman took my hat, ran around 
the audience, and collected $44 60 cash, which with the two 
dollars made $46.60. Also nesrly as much more in written 
pledges was handed me. If the givers of the money will 
send their names they will be printed and credited. 

Some money has come in by mail to tbe Treasurer, H. B. 
Brown, 141 8:h street, New York. This is but a beginning. 
Much more will be needed, and some of it immediately to 
pay retaining fee to the attorney engaged in the case. 

The sums contributed, as far a3 received, are given below. 
: T. C.L 

Oolleeted at Chicago, $46 60; Mary E Barlow, Lincoln, 
New Mexico, $i; © Muelhe:ms, Nashville, IN, $1: R bert 
Guthrie, $1 D: Caleh Weeks, New York City, $1 Isacc 
Blenker, S owville, Va, 50 cents; Elmina D Slenker, 50 
cents; C B Peckham, Newport, R L, $1; Werner Boeckiin, 
Burlington, lowa, $5; E L McCiung, Jewel City, K «nsas, 
Hn James Lehman, Washington, D C, $5; John Cosgrove, 


PLEDGED,. 


T B Wakeman, N Y, $15; E B Foote, Jr, MD, N Y, $5; 
Mrs P Lillibridge, Rockrord, 111, $3; A J Clark, Ind, $3; 
Thomas Wickersham, Ubicago,. I, $1; E W Pike, Chat- 
ham, Ili, $5; W W Hall, 8t Johns, IN, $2. 

m 

Any friend having a full set of ‘The Atlantic Monthly” 
for 1878 or 1879, and willing to sell them for two dollars, 
or less, will confer a favor on Elmina by writing to her ad- 
dress, ' ELMINA D, SLENKER. 

Snowville, Va. 

—— M 

LET ours be like the meeting of two planeta, not hastening 
to confound: their jarring spheres, but drawn together by 
the influence of & subtle attraction, soon to roll diverse in 
their respectiv orbits from this their perigee or point of 
ae approach. 


Lettere from Friends. 


PRATRIR CITY, OREGON, Sept. 19, 4889. 
To THE EDITOR or Tan TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: As soon ag 
possible after receipt of my commission as member for Or. 


egon of the Executiv Committee of the National Liberal | 
League I opened correspondence with parties in different. 


portions of the state, with a view to their appointment ag 
State Executiv Committee. I hav secured the services of 


E. S. McComas, E:q.. of Union, and Mrs. Lucy L. Brown 


ani Walter Hyde, of Portland. — . 

Dr. Eagan declined on account of want of time, though 
he appeared to be interested in the cause of Freethought, or 
liberty of soul ; and Norris Humphrey, of Eugene City, hag 
not yet responded, though I knew him for years as an en- 
thusiastic L:beral and an intelligent gentleman, I cannot 
explain his silence, Thinking best to defer reporting to you 
no longer, I send this aa a report of progress, and hope to 
fill the Committee soon. > 

Oar League is prospering, anà wìll soon, I think, number 
one hundred members. I hav distributed blanks for form- 
ing Leagues pretty extensivly, and hope they will soon be 
bearing much fruit, a la missionary. We hope to hear from 
the National Liberal Congress soon. 

Raspectfully and fraternally yours, J. W. MAOK. 


LowzrL, Ner., Bept., 1880, 

D. M. Bennet, Dear Sir : I promised to giv a dollar to 
D. M. Beanett for his trip to Europe. I therefore inclose 
‘postal order for $2 50—one dollar for D M. Bennett, one 
for THE TRUTH SEEKER, 25 cents for Thomas Paine’s ‘Age 
of Reason,” sud 25 cents for Mr. Bennett, to get him a glass 
of wine to drink when in London, so that he may drink to 
the health and better sense of C. L. Morgan, who appears 
10 be so much troubled because be says that at the Fourth 
League Reception the fríends of Mr. Bennett brought wine 


and set it before him, of which he telis us he drank a glass: 


and it did him no harm. What a miracle! I think the 
gentleman must be under the delusion that Mr. Bennett 


drank the glass, but the way I read it he only drank the. 


wine. Now let us hope for the sake of common gense that 
he did make the blunder. Surely he cannot be quite such a 
mad fanatic as to object to one glass of wine. But one thing 
is quite certain, the gentleman must read his Bible again, 
for he will find that wine drinking is encouraged all through 
the book. Readi Tim. v, 23. . 

J trust I shall find Mr. Morgan a better Liberal than he 


appears to be. Mr. Bennett is now gone to Europe to repre» ` 


sent him as well as all other subscribers to Freethought. I 


suppose the gentleman don’t expect him to imitste Dr. Tan- - 


ner, and that be will allow him a little tea or coffee. If so, 
I wish to inform him that tea and coffee drinking in Eng- 
land is much more expeusiv tban ale or stout, for in many 
places from fourpence to fivepence is charged for one cup 
of tea. On the other hand, you can go into the finest pub- 
lic houses and get a good glass of ale or stout for three 
cents, sit in a good furnished room where a gooà supply of 
daily newspapers are kept. BS» you see one can buy four 
gasses of ale or stout for the price of one cup of tea, 

I believe that not one half the money sufficient for the 
trip has been subscribed, and would it not be an everlasting 
digsrace to us Liberals to allow these gentlemen to sacrifice 
so much time and put their hands into their purses and pay 
their own expenses ? Now let the hat go around again, for 
as I hav shown that tea and coffee drinking in EKogland is 
80 expensiv, our repressntativ8 may get short of cash and ba 
compelled to resort to the cheap drinks of ale and stout. I 
feel sure Mr. Morgan would be very sorry for that to occur, 
perhaps as sorry as I should be if I knew he went short of a 
glass of Wine, so let the hat go around again. We are Lib- 


erale, so those that are for ale, stout, and wine may hav the - 


opportunity of giviug, and those that are for the expensiv 
drinks, tea and coffee, can also giv for that purpose. : 

Mr. Bennett’s letter from London, giving an account of 
some of the sights of that great city, entirely puzzles me, 
He must be an extraordinary man. Nothing appears to 
escape his notice. I hav lived in London and hav known it 
for many years, and he has to!d me many things that I did 


not know. His account of Kew Gardens is first rate, but. 


let your readers understand there are lots of other beautiful 
places to see when in Londo», such as Victoria Park, Bat- 


tersea Park, Hyde Park, St. Jimes’s, and Green Park, Ken- | 


sington Gardens, Cremorne Gardens, Zoological Gardens, 


Crystal Palace, Hampton Court Palace, Kensington Muse- - 


um, Horticultural Gardens, and lots of others. 
One little exception I must take about the fruit of Eogland 


being behind those of this country. Mr. Bennett only went . 


into Finsbury Market, a rather poor locality, s Saturday 
night market, only attended by poor people who are com- 
pelled to get the quantity instead of the quality, If he goes 
into Covent Garden Market he will see some of the 
fruit the world produces, or a Crystal Palace fruit show, 
which is beyond description. G. Gray. ` 


East Ropman, N. Y., Sept 20, 1880. 

D. M, Benngrr, Dear Sir: I am thankful that you are 
free again from the hell-houuds who are not willing that 
others shall enjoy the same rights and privileges as them- 
selvs,. but in iheir intolerant zeal compel everybody to 
accept their own narrow and bigoted ideas, Examin the 
phizi of tbe committee who are revisiog the ‘word of 
God,' and if physiognomy means anything, I think you 
will agree with me that they are a set of men the majority 
of whom care more for some unimportant technicality than 
for the whole human race. And I will veature to assert 
that a more bigoied set could not be found outside of their 


est ` 


own class—the priesthood. Men of their attainments should ` 


rather be engaged in devising ways and means by which thè 


mass of people might be relieved in part of the dark load of ` 


misery and iguorance which they are now staggering under. 


Will the people ever shake off the incabus that loads them. 


down with poverty and superstition, eating out their sub- 
stance and debasing their minds, 
edly, for their numbers &re incressing, but it will require 
generations to cleanse the miud from the eff:cts of the mis- 
erable delusions of so-called religious Liberals. 


Yes, they will undoubt- ' 


How many of the so-called Liberals can or will cast aside. - 


prejudices inculeated by & venal press and vote for the best 
men? To do this a mau must be able to free bis mind from 
all campaign influences and cousider himself ag a juror, in- 


vestigate the candidetes of both parties as to their records ` 


for good morals, qualifications, eic. Then the principles of 
the parties, and wnether, if carried out, the effect would be 
to perpetuate free instimmtions and good government from 
this judgment upon good sound reasoning. When he has 
done this he should go forward, without fear or favor, and 
exercise hig right as a freeman, untrammeled or owned by 


aby party, 1i there is any one capable of carrying out the - 
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above, it should be a Liberal, as from the very nature of the 
care they are compelled to cultivate their reason and form 
their judgment therefrom. 

There are many, I fear, who claim to he Liberals that 
cannot rise above partisanship aad vote purely upon prin- 
cip'e. We hava Liberal League of about fifty members, 
and I do not believe there are three who would vote to ad- 
vance Liberal principles if it required a change of party to 
do so. Iam certain of but one (myself) who would pledge 
himself to vote as. the Liberal Congress may in their judg- 


made a solemn vow to Almighty Grd that if he would giv Such is and always has been the church’s tyranny over 
success to the Union army and enable him to defeat Lee he people's rights and privileges. While pretending to be such 
would liberate the slaves." This was at Gettysburg, July a pink of perfection, Prot. Walker openly neglects bis wife 
81 or 4h, 1863, just six months after Mr. Lincola had and flirta with his lady attendants. He is very aristocratic, 
issued his proclamation of emancipation on Jau. 1st or and sneers at common people privately, preeches beautiful 
about there that year, 1863. Rzmember that it was a bar- grammatical sermons on Sundays to the evlect few who will 
gain with God. Ido not suppose that the orator intended Jisten to him. Buta great many of his own set are getting 
to misstate dates, but his zeal bore him away. ‘The dis- disgusted with him. Hasten the day when such priestly 
course is worth reviewing. Yours for the truth, hypocrite will hav to take a back seat. - 
š IRQUIRER, | Mrs. A, EVEREST. 


ment decide to be for the best interests of the principles of 
Liberalism. "We cannot accomplish anything unless we 
unite and vote as a unit. Our enemies are united, and in 
numbers like the leaves of the forest, while we are few and 
Bn HD though. with right, justice, and equality on our 
Bide? - ; 
` Where is Ingersoll? After making a splurge for a new 
party, has he climbed upon the fence, and is he waiting to 
: gee if would not be better for him to desert the little frail 
baby and follow the pretentious and plethoric Republican 
party? Will he desert his offspring for promises of official 
position? I think that he did once so trade his birthright 
for a mess o? pcttage, but failed to get his sop, which had 
perhaps something to do with the Ciocinnati organization of 
the Liberal party. ^Be that as it may, the future will bring 
to light his sincerity as to his Liberal principles. 

Now a few words as to the Candidates in the field. Per- 
sonally, I know neither, and my judgment is made up from 
what 1 hav read concerning them. 

First. Garfield is an ex-preacher. Liberala hav had some 
bea phar aed those which it is unnecessary to mention ; 
at least it has been of such a characier as to caution them 
against putting all confidence in their professions. 

Second. His cfficial history is not complimentary to his 
integrity, and cannot be so construed by any honest man. 

Third. His statesmanship has been entirely of & partisan 
character, whioh is fully shown by his speeches and votes 
in Congress. ` 
- Bo much for James A. Garfield, Republican candidate for 
President—the party that claims the church aa its own, to- 
gether with all the morality in the country. 

Hancock, the Democratic party's candidate, stands as 
follows: 

First. He has been an efficient military officer. His in- 
tegrity i8 not questioned. 

econd. A non-partisan. 

Third. He has a clean record to start with. 

"The results would he about as follows: 

- I£ James A, Garficld is elected the church power is im- 
creased, liberty.is aesailed, etc. 
` If Hancock is placed in the White House the hold of the 
church on the government will be weakened, the Comstock 
laws repealed, the espionsge system rquelohed, and the 
states will run their own legitimate affairs. 

-Buch are the views of a hard-working farmer—a ''R, T. 
and B.T .," if it so please “cultured” and *'high-toned ” 
gentlemen, $ ` 

I believe that the only way to accomplish anything of 
moment is to unite and throw our whole weight with that 
party that will come nesrest to carrying out our principles. 
Then we become a power, and can make it felt and respect- 
ed. How many so-called Liberals will throw off party prej- 
udices and strike while there is a chance? Our chains are 
being forged. Now is our time. Another chance may 
never come to us. Yours, ete., M. E. Rosx. 


InwrN's Station, PA., Sept. 18, 1880. 

D. M. Bensetrt, Dear Sir: After reading the different 
articles from your many contributors on the present cam- 
paign, I am compelled to come to the conclusion that Lib- 
eralism, if indulged in religion, is not put in practice very 
freely in politics, Now, l wish to say here that all who 
profess to be fully converted from strait-jacket bigotry to 
Liberalism are endangering our craft in their cross firing at 
each other about their political opinions. Kaow ye not, 
. brethren, that your political opinions sre merely results of 
your former educsiion, the same 28 your former religious 
beliefs hav been? "Tais being true, it behooves us as Liberals 
to be very careful how We express our opinions of each 
other's views, knowiog that the difference in our political 
opinions arise from prejudice, partiality, and ignorance of 
the perfect right between man and man. ‘Chis difference 
will natura'ly diminish as Liberals make progress in the 
understanding of what constitutes a full-fledged Liberal. 
We must teach by example if we expect to make apy 
progress in reforming the human family, and put a stop to 
persecuting for opinion's sake. S me persons are aot as 
intelligent as others, and are not capable of grasping re 
formatory ideas, while others are stubborn and will not 
allow you to instruct them. Therefore Liberals who are 
endeavoring to reform their fellow-men must exercise mach 
patience. Remember that our political machinery, in 
either party, is ina very crude and imperfect condition, and 
it will take years, if not centuries, to break down the preju- 
dices of the people, and cducate them so that the majority 
will even be able to comprehend that every person's relig 
ious or politics] opinions are merely the resuit of their 
former education, their constitutional make-up and environ- 
ments, Liberalism ia a church-member is looked upon as 
‘a mark of moral looseness. The fact is that the Liberal 
church-member is too intelligent for the priest to fully con- 
trol, and this they call loose morality. Alike the Liberal 
citizen will not be a slave or dupe to any political party, 
The party will hav to rule righteously to gain his vote. Tne 
Liberal vote will eventualiy be controled 2y the Liberal 
platform of the party. Liberalism in politics is but a bibe, 
and we. must be kind to the baby, and try to raise it. If we 
cuff it too much it will die in its infancy. If all Liberals 
will take my advice they will vote this campaign as they 
please. And may the blessing of truth, justice, mercy, 
liberty, temperance, confidence, long-suffering, forbearance, 


and love abide with you all, now and forever more. Amen. | 


Wx. N. RIDINGER. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa, Sept. 80, 1880. 

D. M, Bennett, Dear Sir: I herewith send you a copy of | 
the New York Witness for 1876, where you will find how it | 
worked to elect Hayes and to hav a firm Christian govern- 
ment, and to show how cordially your Liberal friends em- 
braced the fervert Witness in supporting the Republican 
party, as many will do tbis fall, especially those of the 
Buoy and Ingersoll class, No doubt George H. Stewart and 
Comstock will giv them a cordial gree'ing. 

An intelligsut young man of orthodox faith told me a few 
days ago th«t nota religious ? e “Epaper, except tbe Cathc- 
lic, supported Hanevesk. Soa reiztous crusade is upon us. 

Í hav befo e ina the Sir eios: couaty Standard, of Schuy- 
leiville N Y, of June 2, 1880, in whi.a i8 recorded tne 
speech of R;v. A, D. He»x: on the fl ral day, May 3J, 
where he says that “Gen. Lee invaded Pennsylvania. Tne 
peril was very great," Then in bis extremity Mr. Lincoln: 


D. M. BENNETT, Deor Sir: Y think few names are more 
worthy of honorab'e mention in the THE TRUTH SEEKER 
than Hon. Charles Robinson, ose of the pioneers and fathers 
of Kansas. Born, if i may so epesk, a lover of truth, liberty, 
and justice, he has ever been first and foremost in the advo- 
cacy and defense of hum:n rights in every sense. 

His brain is large, and its moral and mental levers reach 
upward ard forward, giving his moral an mental forces a 
world-wide sweep and scope, and benevolence sits queenly 
and majestically, shedding its sympathy and good will over 
all. There is a large degree of and a good balance between 
the vital and mental forces, and they all seem to act in con- 


cert to sustain life, make it worth living, making him '*a. 


law unto himself,” and a powerful, persistent force to do 
good to humanity. 

For thirty-five years Governor Robinson, first in Califor- 
nia, and then, since 1854, in Kansas, has been a pioneer and 
* borne the heat and burden of the day," and Often imper- 
iled his life that human rights and justice might be visdi- 
cated and sustained, equal political freedom be obtained for 
all, and African slavery first be destroyed, and thus prepare 
the way for ‘the destruction of other slaveries. His past 
history is writen in books and on the minds of all who hav 
read about or known him, and I only allude to it here iu con- 
nection with his work at our Bismarck meeting. In my 
allusions to him I also giv all due credit to other noble men 
and wamen who co-operated with him to furnish our ‘‘ feast 
of reason ‘snd flow of soul.” 

I might say, truthfully, that all through the meeting he 
was, as he naturally is, a committee of ways and means, 
and, happily for the meeting, he had the means in a pecual- 
ary sense, and was ready and willing to contribute them. 
He is one of the few Liberais who are both able and willing. 
If anything was wanting in any sense, Governor Robinson 
was appealed to and consulted, and his mental and physic«l 
resources were always adequate to supply the demand. To 
our meeting, for the time bring, he was a George Washing- 
ton, a mejor-general and qu.riermaster, to lead us 0n, sup- 
ply every want, ard inspire and aid us all in our six days’ 
battle for truth, justice, and a prospec.iv higher and bet- 
ier life for humanity on earth. He was constantly vigilant 
that each and all should be supplied and made comfortable. 
He wanted all bills paid, and if anything. was lacking he 
paid it. 1 know not how many meals he paid for, but I 
know how much he paid for me. His own house (two miles 
distant) was and always is open to his hospitalities. The 
Bismarck meeting I hav no doubt cost him over a hundred 
dollars, besides his time and trouble, all of which he was 
happy in giving. Let me say of bim : 

" Great without pomp; 
Without ambition brave; 
Proud not to conquer, 
But fellow-men to save.” 


ours, J. H. Coox. 


ScHootogarT, Mica., Sept. 18, 1880. 

Mz. Epirorn: On Sunday, Sepiember 12th, the Liberals 
of Michigan and northern Indiana held their annual Grove 
Meeting. Not more than four thousand people were prer- 
ent, which was considered a failure, so far as attendance 
was concerned, Sunday morning opened cloudy and 
gloomy and rainy. Had the day been fine, the number in 
attendance would hav exceeded ten thousand. The quiet 
little town of Schoolcraft. never witnessed such a sight be- 
fore when the excursion train arrived. More than & thou- 
sand pec-ple marched through the village to the grove, head- 
«d by a fine band of musicians playing a quick sccuiar tune, 
and a carriage, in which were seated Coi. R. G. Ingersoll, 
Prof. Phelps, Col. Gilbert, and the wiiter. The column, in 
ita march, passed by the Baptist church, whose bell was 
mingling its sad tones with the gayer air of the band, 

At eleven o'clcck Prof. Phelps commenced his oration, 
entitled **'The Garden of Eden," which lasted nearly two 
hours. It was simply a masterpiece of logic, eloq ence, 
and wit, eliciting fiequent and prolonged applause from the 
sympathetic multituae. 

Mr. Phelps was immediately followed by the ''mazuifi- 
cent Ingersoll,” with his Jatest and best oration, ** What 
Must we Do to be Saved?” Ingersol! never made a poor 
speech in his life, but this one was superb. His masterly 
analysis of the old theological system excited the admira'ion 
of the vast throng, and his briliant wit and magnificent 
oratory drew from the audience continual applause and 
laughter. The speech lasted two full hours, tnus making 
nearly four hours, during which the vast audience gave the 
most potent attention to the speeches. 

Prof. Phelps isa young man who, by hard work in Kan- 
sas during the past two years, has won a plsce in the front 
ranks of the Liberal lecturers. Col. Ingersoll paid him a 
fine compliment by saying that he is a brilliant and power- 
ful exponent of Liberalism. 

The managers took great risks in getting up the meetiug, 
and engaging the speskers at such great expense; but it 
proved to be a grand success. Ii will be repeated next year. 
Do not forget the Schoolcraft meeting next year. 

ALBERT Burson. 


Tax DALLES, OR., Sept. 17. 1880. 

Me Epiror: I wish to indorse what E. W. Fizaer— 
personally unknown to me—says in this weck's TRUTH 
SEEKER in regard to the illiberality of the press generally 
and the bigotry of the religious press here in Oregon. Last 
year I sent an article from your paper, With a few remarks 
in answer to one by the edilor the week before, on the Po- 
casset trgedy to our local paper in the Willamette Valley. 
The ediior, though a personas] friend, declined. 1 did not 
renew my subserption. A journal tnat will only giv one 
side of anything ought not to be patronized or supported by 
us Liberals. 

I was staying in Philomath, Benton county, last winter, 
and can vouch for the disgriceful conduct (described by E. 
W. F)of Prof. Walker, of the bigoted Corisian Crucible, 
the United Brethren organ at that place. Prof. Welker is 
the president ard prize:pyl of tbe c«llge and is a geat 
Coristian light, O eof tne students was going lo a pariy 
with hia lady frierds and myself. when the carriage was ln- 
tercepʻed by a friend of bis tu say Walker had beard of his 
going, Was Very &ogry, and thieatened tu expe bim from 
achoul, The young man Was persuaded to remain away, 
much to his disgust, and was thus deprived of an evening's 
j2nocent amusement, so necessary to students, 


Trucker, Car , Sept. 20, 1880. 
EDITOR TRUTH BEEKEB, Sir: An incident bas recently 
occurred in our cosmopolitan city of Sau Francisco show- 
ing the tyranny and bigotry of some of the leading clergy. 
Tnere is a society known as the Temperance Legion, who 


: hold meetings every Sanday in tbe hall owned by the Young 


Men's Christian Association. . They hava full bouse, and 
hav interesting and innocent exercises. The mejority of 
the members are those who are striving to keep away from 
their drinking haunts and liv better lives. The Christian 
society is greatly in debt, and felt they had been neglec!ed 
by the churcbes, A meeting was called, composed mainly 
of ministers, They covcluded that tbe first thing to be done 
i was to clean out the Temperance Legion. They thought it 
detrimental to Christianity to allow such meetings on Sun- 
‘day. Oue brother said he relied greatly on the efforts of 
; Moody and Sankey for a revival; another thought religiou 
| dead in San Francisco I was surprised that such remarks 
: should come from an intelligent body of men. Anything 
| that d ft ¿rs from their tenets must die. Do» they not kaow 
i that a moral character must be founded before they can 
' expect a spiritual growth? The fact that so large a number 
, are kept from their former associates should ba sufficient 
i for the encouragement of anything that comes within the 
bounds of propriety. . 
| lam interested in the temperance cause, and could not 
! suppress my indignation to think the source we are taught 
to look to for the encouragement of every good work should§ 
| be the first to say ‘Olean them out." When we go back 
to early pagzanism, we find some excuse for the persecutions 
then inflicted, for they lived in the dark sgee Ino this en- 
| lightened age we find no excuse for ignorance. I trust the 
i day is fast approaching that will allow every one the privi 
lege to think, tali, act. and write according to the dictaies- . 
i of reason and conscience. The time has passed 


" When to be blind was safer than to see, 
For light was magic, wisdom sorcery; 
But now in knowleage ali our safe'y iles, 
And all our danger in not being wise.” 
SIERRA. 


BoLrBURY, PA., Sept, 17, 1880. 
Frrevp EDITOR cr Tan TauTH BEEKER: With your 
kind permission 


Again Icome to greet my friends, 
As I hav done before; 
With thoughtful ideas of my mind, 
A-knocking at your door. 
Ideas gather in the soul, 
And agitate tho brain; 
From whence they finu expression, . 
As drova of falling rain, 
In vast unbounded space, 
And never-ending ime; 
We ever run Immortal race, 
T^ gather thoughts sublime. 
26,660 days 
Stuee I received my birth, 
From n.ture’ womb in endless space, 
Upon this rolling eurth. 
E nereous ether fl Jed ali space, 
Before the worlds were known, 
From which ethereons ether 
Suns and wurlde Were grown, 
First brilliant suns eame forth, 
Then planete did apvear, 
Roiling in erhereous spaco, 
In their allotted sphere, 
Trey serve as cgga to propagate 
Tue various forms of life, 
Which battie for existence nere, 
And die umid the atrife, 
Materiui forms may disappear 
With other torms unite. 
eS But life immortal cannot die, 
More tnau celestial light. 
Lire may change its base of action, 
From good io better and to best. 
Like tie chisken from the egg 
Reposi:g in the nest. 
ow here's & lesson ali may learn. 
Withont the ald of preacher, 
With « few grains of common sense, 
Our ouly n-edtul teacher, 
Toe *-ili» creeds ot silly men, 
In ancient days of yore, 
. Canged thousands and pen thousands 
To dye the earth wiin'gore. 
Thus creeds are only ghost!y manes, 
The prop: of churenes eraud, 
"Phat dot the earth in every clime. 
The curse of every land! 
May free-born souls thelr freedom keen, 
And battle for th» right, 
Spread knowiedge O'er the ea:th, 
And fiil the earth wita lighr. 
Líeht, more light. fa what we want, 
To wake the people up, 
To gee the deadly dungiing snare, 
Ooncealed in creedal cup! 


Truly it was said, ‘Ye frame mischief by a law,” going 
to shackle the progress of the immortal mind of man, which 
should be ever free as the bird that fits the air, to obey the 
dictates of our God-given intellectual conscience. 

Come, brethern, let us all unite 
To leave the deadly past, 
Run np the flag of freedom, 
And nallicto the mast, 
" And let its motto evermore bs this 
Tne broadest liberty compatible with human justice,” 
Respectfully, E W. ALLEN. 
——— 0 ——————— 


THERE is a great deal of unmapped country within us 
which would hav to be taken into account in an explanation 
of our gusts and storms. 


A eme eee eeu 
Ir is difficult to blend and unite tranquility ia accepting 
and energy in using the facts of life, but itis not impcssible; 
if it be, it is impossible to be happy. 
di eec 

WHENEVER 8 new and 8tariling fact is brought to light in 
science, people first gay it is not true, then that it is contrary 
to religion, and lastly that everybody know it before. 

— Oo ———————— 

No FIELD: are so barren to me us the msn from whom I 
expect everything bu: get nothing. In their neighborhood 
I experience a painful yearning for society which cannot be 
satisfied, for the hate is greater than the love, S i 
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Guido's Annunciation. 
n BY ALHAZA, 
The wild beast breathed for good, 
She slept within a wood. 
—Jewish Legend. 
Darkly they passed through the still, balmy 
woods, 
A soft light shone as from a seraph’s wings; 
And Mary faintly walked, she knew not why, 
She seemed the fairest of all earthly things. 


Then lighter gr ew the place, she meekly knelt 


On a fallen bough where lately passed the' 


storm, 
Her fair hair veiled her cheek, her lovely head 
Was bent in awe before that lordly form. 


She had seen kinder men, but this was one 
Who told his dreams in wild, prophetic tone: 

Ha breathed of love, of à pure home in heaven, 
Then left her weeping in the woods alone. 


But sleep o’ercame her, and she laid her down. 
A gent'e beast came near, while angels fled; 
He crouched beside her with protecting air, . 
And watched the halo round her peaceful 
head. 


And one was there with iron pen, I ween 
(When suddenly her cheek was flaming red), 
He wrote upon the rustic parchment wide 


The fearful things she, wildly dreaming, sald: | 


“What mean those streams of blood, those 
senseless forms, 
Tàose fearful shrieks, those happy homes 
laid low! 
Was it for this my glorious son was born. 
To fili the heavens With joy, the earth with 
woe? 


“The Seine ran red with blood that awful night 


When raged the hell of dark Bartholomew, 
Aud bones are bleaching on the mountain side. 
My son, was this to honor me, or you? 


“Sometimes the knife is sheathed, the smold- 
ering fires 
Burn out beside the rack and murderous 
wheel ; 
But greedy persecution never dies, 
The purse must overfiow. the heart is steel. 


"I am the queen of heaven and suffering 
earth. 
Where all things love the sunshine, except 
God. 
Where nature's Showers Weep over human woe 
And her sweet dew drops wash the blood- 
stained sod. 


"Jesus, thy cruel followers need not boast 
A sacred God who eame their souls to save; 
Mammon and self—the demons they adore— 
While the starved poor own nothing but a 
grave.” 
LEGEND, 
He was an angel beast. 
Nor was she left forlorn; 
She dropped a tecr upon his mane. 
And blessed the amber morn. 


Revelations of Antichrist 


OONCERNING . 
Christ and Christianity. 


“ANTICHRIST” proves from history that James, 
Kepha ‘Cephas, alias Peter), and Paul, all livea 
before the Christian era, and so did Jesus 
Obrist indeed, many Ohrists and many by the 
name of Jesus, 

The book contains 446 pages. with a full Index 
and table of contents. Price. $2.90.. 


A New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PRRENOLOGY, 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 
Graduate of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College 
and the New York Phrenological 
Institute, 


This work is Intended both as a chart for the 
use of phrenologlets and a text-book for stu- 
dents of phrenology.4 As a chart it will be 
found fuller and more complete than any other 
Work of its Size on this subject. It contains in 
&dditlon to the “Table of Developments," one 
ol" Adaptation to Different Pursuits,” and 
of “Conjugal Adaptation." These tables being 
perfectly easy to understand. are calculated to 
render the work at once both interesting an 
usetul She work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
tunctions. health, ete., and all the faculties and 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules. for 
health and self-improvement. Its explanation 
ot the principles of phrenology, etv., and jte 
other important remarks will be found well 
adapted to the needs of students and others 
who may desire to acquire an elementary knowl- 
edge of phcenology with as little outlay of time 
and labor as possible. In short, this work will 
be found well adapted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and Dhrenological examiners. 

The work contains 105 pages, With an excellent 
map of the head, showing the locations of all 
the oe and is nandsomoly printed and 

ound. Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth. 75 cents, 

dress D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t., N. Y. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 


WASHINGTON, D. C.. July 19, 1880. 

I wish to notify 'he publie that a Mr, Bald win, 
of Chieago, also Rhodes & McClure. of the same 
place, are Dublisning Damphlet editions of my 
lectures, All the lectures published by them 
are grossly inaccurate—filled with mistakes, 
horrihly printed. and ou rageously unjust to 
me. These men are simple literary thieves and 
pirates, and are obtainiug money from the pub- 
lic under false pretenses. I take this course to 
warn the public that these publications are 
fraudulent. The only correct copies of my lac- 
tures are published by C. P, Farrell. All others 
are published by people who are willing to steal 
from me and defraud the publie v: nder, Tasse 
ha hay D ono lecture Eure four 

i les, and several others under two TEN 
: smal R. G. INGERSOLL, 


All of O. P. Farrell’s e131.10u» of Col. Inger- 
&oll's works, and none others, a: e sold at this 
office, : D. M. BENNETT. 


WHY DON’T GOD KILL 


Á 2 


| express, C. 


THE DEVIL? 


A series of Essays dedicated to the St, Johns 
(Mich.) School Board. 


BY M. BABCOCK. 


Price, 25 cents. Forsale at this office. 


SUPERSTITION: 


! THE RELIGION OF 


* Believe or be Damned." 
OPEN LETTER TO THE 


ST. JOHINS SCHOOL BOARD. 
BY 
M. BABCOCK, 


the 


ture is worth 
cents. For sale by gs M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth street, Now York. 


LADIES!! 


| SALEM, OR., July 17, 1880. 
"8. H. PRESTON, Dear Sir: Pleage rend me by 
O. D.. to Portland, Or,, $100,00 (one 
hundred dollars) worth of that " Comstock ” 
Syringe. I mean business. 
“Dr. MARY SOLANDER,” 


Only sixteen had been sold when 


COMSTOOK 


set out to suppress it. Now orders come as 
above. Grand jurymen buy it for their wives. 
It is SIMPLE, SATE, INFALLIBLY RELIABLE, nec- 
essary to HEALTH and personal purity, and is 
pronounced by patients and physicians to be 
the greatest 

GODSEND TO THE SEX 


gotten up in this generation. Sent securely 
boxed, witb private instructions for special use, 
Confidential terms to agents. Pries 45 00: im- 
proved, $10,00. Address BAM. H, PRESTON, — 
t132 209 West 34th st., New York. 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound ir 
pda containing 275 pages, 12mo, Price, 


This book contains the prinsipal points t 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the Pentateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam. 
phlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logie. inimitable in its style, and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, auu pathos, 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK Mints, 


gabing pizo; price $2,50, i 

mall Busts, on Pedestal (mantel 

price tig. quas packed and boxed ready ft 
8. r admirer t 

of Liberty should hav at least ean Apontie 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 
By Barony, the celebrated artist of 
York, at the following prices: iin 


Imperial or large gize 

Photo or card size aur e 

Life-size Lithograph, 21x27 
Postage paid, 


$^ U^ ate 40 cente 
. 20 “ 
. . 60 " 


D. M. BENNETT. 
14 EIGHTH 8T., New YORK 
R Der day at hom», 
$5 to $202 free. Bilason ce Portiand Me 


a week In your own town, 3 $5 
$66 outi: free. H. Hallett & Co., Pons anaso 


Sr N E es eid 
$728 WEEK. $13 a day ut home easily made, 


lostly outfit tree, Truc&Qo,, Augusta, Me, ‘ 


THE 


| Anonymous Hypothesis 
Creation. 


A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 


Account. 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Cloth; price 50 cents. For sale by. 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth Bt.. N. Y. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East," ‘‘ Xavier 
and IL," etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
88 living beings.— Pall Mail Gazette. 

Power, eloquence, and originality eharaeter- 
ize '' Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels,—Illustrated Lon- 

ews, 

An independent and respectable study of 
character in the jaw of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition. 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas.— Westminster Review. 

D. M. BENNETT, Publisher. 141 Eighth St.. N.Y 


KNOW THYSELF! 
* 
(OS i untold miseries that re- 
f THEY from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubi 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medieai work nub- 
lished bv the PEABODY MED- 
Pp OAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
r /Aantitled The Science of Life; 
MUR ORRAL or, Selt Preservation. Ex. 
austed vitality nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality im paired by the errors of youth or too 
close applicauon to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 
, Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. Itis a standard medical work, 
the bestinthe English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to-whom was 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price ofthe book. Bound in French 
cloth : price only $1, sent by mail post-paid, 
The London Lancet says: * No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 
An illustrated sample sent to all on reeeipt of 


6 cents for postage. ‘ 

The autbor refers by permission to Hon. 
P. A. BISSELL. M.D., President of the Nation- 
al Medical Association. 

REL Nea Bugok streets 
, No.4Bulfinch street, 
Boston, Mass. The author HEAL 
may be consulted on all dies 
eases requiring skill and ex- 
Derlenoo THYSELF 
eye . : 
Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 

A Roman Catholic Priest, 
Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Ohampagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and lett as his 
“Last Will and Testament” to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work. entitled “ Com- 
mon Sense.” 

This is a powerful work, and js attracting 
mueh attention from the Liberal public. No 


more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian | 


system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


.  NEWBURYPORT Mass.. Sept. 23, 1878, 
To Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam: 

The work of tne honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s “Age 
of Reason "is mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire's " Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne Compared with a cask-.of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuoug 
and humane act in translating his book so well. 

JAMES PARTON. 

Price, cloth, $1.60; paper. $1.00, ` 

D. M, BENNET'r. 141 Eigath Rt.. N. Y. 


ACHINERY, 


Hand, Foot and Power Presses. Die Work of ail kinds. 
Perforating Dies a Specialty. 


E. B. STIMPSON, 321 Spruce St, NT. 


"Jang. 


MODERN THINKERS: 


What They Think and Why. 
By V. B. Denslow, LL.D. 
With an Introduction by f 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


The work contains critical essays upon 
Emanuel Swedenborg, and the origin of the 
Christian ideas of heaven. hell. and virtue; 
Adam Smith, founder of the school of Econo- 
mists; Jeremy Bentham, the apostle of law re- 
form and of utilitarianism in morais; Thomas 
Paine and his relations to the Declaration of 
Independence and democracy in America; 
Oharles Fourier, the philosopher of passional 
harmony and co-operativ association; Herbert 
Spencer, a review of his theories of evolution 
and of morals; Earnst Haeckel, the demon- 
strator of the doctrin of evolution; Auguste 
Comte, founder of the Positive philosophy and 
pontiff of the “ Religion of Humanity;” and an 
essay on the authorship of Junius as a sequel 
to the eritique on Thomas Paine. 

This volume consists of 384 pp,, 12 mo, and is 
iliustrated by portraits of each of the elght 
great thinkers, and opens with an introduction 
from the pen of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 

Cloth, $1.80. Sold at this office, 


The Gods and Religions 
of Ancient and Modern 


Times. 
In Two Large Octavo Volumes, 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 
By D. M. BENNETT, 


* Volume I. treats principally on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume IL givsafull 
description of the Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times, An interesting and instruc- 
tiv work.. Incloth, $3 per vol. the two vol- 
umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
vol., or $7 for the two volumes. Io Morocco 
and Gilt Edges, $4.50 per vol., or $8 for the 
two volumes. Sunt free of postage. 


LECTURES OF 


R. G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION. 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 


Lectures.". 


Cos mTENTS.—''The Gods," "Humboldt," "Thog. 
Paine,” “Individuality,” ‘Heretics and Her- 
esios,” Price, 50 cents. 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
‘other Lectures.” 


OCoNTENTS.—' The Ghosts,” '' Liberty of Man. 
Woman, and Child,” " Declaration of Independ- 
ence,” "Farming in Illinois," "Speech at Oin- 
cinnati,” " The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream." Price 50 cents. ! 

Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr, Ingersoll, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: . 


Imperial, or large st2é....eeeee+ 40 cents. 
Photo, or card $626... .......... 20 cents. 
- Ltfe-size lithograph, 21x97. . .... 50 cents. 


Postage paid. 


Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25. 


Address D. M, BENNETT, 
.141 Eighth St.. New York. 


THE | 
JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE 


BETWEEN l 
PROF. W. F. JAMIESON, 


Of Chicago, Ill.. and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 


Of Kentucky. 


Held in Kirkeville, Mo., during nine evenings. - 
—May 20-29, 1878. Synopsis report—officlal. 
This book of 220 pages givs an interesting Drog- 
entation of the theological questions which 
divide Obristians and Liberals, The Rev. 

i'zler is regarded as an ablé defender of his 
favorit Christian doetrins, but it will undoubt- 
edly be admitted by the reader that Prof. W. F. 
Jamieson fuliy met all he had to offer. Ohris- 
tian readers will take more kindly to a work of 
this kind. giving both sides an equally fair 
chance. than to books on our side only. 

E ine. in paper^?overs 50 cents; well bound, 
cents. : 


WORKINGMEN, READ! 
ALLEGORY. 


UNCLE SAM AND AMERICUS. 


A DIALOG ON 


LAND, LABOR, AND REFORM. 
By F. E. BOYD. 


Outlines of à plan for a new Americ 
tional land and labor eo-operativ system, "by 
which land and comfortable homes may be se- 
cured to the poorest classes of every race, with- 
out money or price. with the educational and 
social advantages of modern etvilization, De- 
signed to ameliorate the condition of the Btrug- 
giing masses; to equalizs population; to Dre- 
vent vice, crime, and pauperism; to prevent 
the recurrence of industrial crises and feuds 
labor riots, and popular insurrections; to ter. 
minate Indian wars: to avoid or do away with 
an oligarchy of landlords and capitalists ; and 
1o preserve or restore the liberties ofthe people 
apnd the rights of self-government by bringing 
immediately together the two great elements of 
universal rrogress, land and labor. 

" T land ua not be fold jorever; for the 
nd is mine; for ye are strangers and soj 

ers with me" (Lev. xxv., 23). oer pears 

Moreover. tbe profit ef the earth is for all” 


(Ecelesiactes v, 9). 
Sold at this office, 


Price 10 cers. 


SAMSON : 


A Mvyth-Storv of the Sun. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ae- 
‘cording to the Holy Men 


of Old. 


The author of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythical in its character. He presents 
us a number of eovies to be disposed of in the 
interest of THE TRuTH SEEKER. All who pure 
chase will therefore aid THE TRUTH SEEKER to 
the amount of their purchase, or add to the 
Bennett fund as they may choose, 


Samson. 20 cents; Gospel of the Kingdom. 
onja.. ereh. 80 eanta. 


THE, 


CLERGYMAN's VICTIMS. 


A Radical Romance. 
—pBy— 
MRS. J. E. BALL. 

This pamphlet of over 100 pages isa pleasing 
animated, domestie story, presenting Liberal 
thought in an agreeable manner, and will be 
read by thousands where heavier, drier, and 
more philosophical and metanhyasieal works 
are not preferred, It is a good atory to fend 
Ohriation neighbors to read, Price, 83 cents, 


: 
7 
| 


The Guil Seeker, October 9, 18810. 


655 


. The Real Issue. 


MOSES HULL 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes it is just the thing. 
Qontains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
asclentifle monay. 

The Commoner says : 

" Nothing has. been written which will do as 
good, work as this. Itis worth its weight in 


gold, f 
Price 10 cents. Sold by D. M. BENNETT, 
j 141 Eightn st., New York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Ohronic Diseases ean be positively 
cured by an original system of practice. It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a. threa-cent. stamp to pay eost of mailing. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING OO. 
199 Fant oath Street, N. Y 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment. 


Revised and Enlarged Edition. 
72 pages. Price, 25 cents, 


_D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N. Y. 


8S- The Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes and sells.an imperfect, disordered. and 
mangled edition. with alt 
errors of the edition of 1860, from which it was 
pirated by the late S. S. Jones. 


VINELAND, NEW JERSEY, 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physio a „pRa the most succeseful, as his 
practice will Drove. 

ures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 
Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual. excess in maturer years, and 
Other Gauses, producing some of the fol- 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), jDimness 
of Bight. Defective memory, Physicai Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Hoclety of Fe- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, ete, etc, rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
-eurod by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor’s latest and greatest medical discovery. 
pnd which he has so fer prescribed for this 

aneful complaint in all its stages without a 


failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many ha 

Falling Sickness—Fits; others upon the verge 
of Consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
eated from the system. Gonorrhen, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, All diseases of 
Women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhea, 
ete., treated witb equal success, 

Da. R. P. FELLOWS bas within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past rseovery, 
and in fact had been given uo by their physi- 
elans to die; but by the sid of Dc. Fellows’ yal- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position. in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of tha complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue 3t, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 

PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 
Sent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhea, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magistrate. which 
és positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doetor'sgreatskil. . ; 

Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Enclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above, 


(From the Western Reformer.] 
“DR. R. P. FELLOWS 


is & highly educated and scisntitie physician. ! 


He has an original system of practice. and is 

erfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hav 
Beard many flattering reports of his successful 
auraa of digaaseas tnefdent to humanity.” 


HE 


T 
Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
; AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and | 


| Rising and the Waning Faith. 


Medica! Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
for Women, . 
Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 
Moth: price to cents, For sale by 
"o^ ‘DM BENNETT, 141 Eighth gtu No Ye 


the typographical ; 


WHAT 


A DEBATE 


, BETWEEN 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlét form, Price 3 cents. For sale at 


i this office. 


Issues of the Age. 
CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 

IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
| BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
| Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185. pp, > 


price, $1.00. 

Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will:at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus, 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.—A. 
Y. Graphic. 

He presents & safe guidethrough the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific. philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces a 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced.—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought. He has excel- 
‘ Jent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirations.—N. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of “ The Essence of Christianity,” ete 
Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cts. (Formerly 75 cta.) 

The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 

Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 

science, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 


nered, therefore immoral, Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our age!— Zríraot. 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 

A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 

is the masterly lecture reprinted in Tau 
mag, DEERER. it is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 


tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 


M. BENNETT, 
Price 10c0nts. S. n mirhtn Streot. NY. lor. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 


OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
eal Gun. 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Joan T. PERRY's '' Bix- 
teen Baviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Oineinnati Gazette, is one ofthe most learned 
an able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranka. His 
work isa review ot Kersey Graves’ Sixteen 
Orueifled Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr.Graves claims to hay met and answered 
; and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy, The most interesting 
| and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
; is his " Ecclesiastical Court.” in which he ex- 
' amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
: ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
! other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
j The witnesses in their Gross-examinaiion not 

only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
solves, Dut condemn each other, showing some 
of them. are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
‘the case, This feature of the work is really 
‘laughable. it shows not only the utter failure 
| of Mr: Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
i some of his witnesses seem to turn ''state's evi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mc. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. Thework is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, "A thunder-blast 
‘against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
! doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either.’ 

In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
Work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 79 cents; cloth $1. 


For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 
THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OB 'THE 


An INTRODUCTION tothe STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
pf EUMANITY, By ODUBTLANDT PALMER. 

risa. Ud can 


I8 MONEY ? NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


The following valuable Liberal 


| works hav been placed on sale, 


wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Secker:” 
Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER. 
12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 
This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 


character of the origin of the religio 
Christ. of tenes 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Theol- 
0gV, etc. 
BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefly intended to 


uphold the thsory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author, 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man.? 
. Judaism, Etc. 
BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, i 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


Faith and Reason; 


Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 


A concise account of the Ohristian religion. 
and all the prominent religions before and 
since Christianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


LJ . @ 6 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity, 

BY C. G. DAVID, 

Price, 75 cents. 
THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 
A critical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 


TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12mo, 827 pp, $2.00, 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp. . . $175. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
BY GEORGE REBER, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00. 
l Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation of the Christian church. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting. 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
‘Jamo. 48 pp; Daper, 20 cts. ; flexible cloth, 36 cts. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH, 
BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D.. 


Rabb! of the Oougreg£ation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. . 
Extra. cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 


A Summary cf the Arguments Against Chris. 
tianity 

This is a very valuable and concise work, and 

states in plaia annt unmistakable language the 


reasons why Christianity is afailure. Price, 60 
Gents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


Waith Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK, 


| o Panar, 18mo. R3 nagez: nrica, 95 cents 
[POCKET THEOLOGY. 
j BY 


VOLTAIRE. 


, Transletad from tha French by Misa Ellen 
"Carroll. Tne Lrattive ever published in Eog- 
lish. The pamphies contains neatly 500 of Vol- 
tatre’s sharp, terse, sarcastic, sca'hing defini- 
tlona of theologig2 an^ ecclesiastical subjects, 
terms, and dogmas. There is nothing in the 
worid dike it, Evarybod ought to hava copy: | 
d. 


- ¥z0 pages, Frica, only 3% can 


man. 


CASE AGAINST THE ume 
| 


The Rights of Man. By THOMAS 
Paring, Written in detense of his fellow- 
A work almost without a peer in the 
world. Large type. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 
80 cents. n 

Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BLANCHARD. 12mo. Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

Whe Heathens of the Heath. By 
Wma. McDOoNNELL, author of Ex ter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
$1.50. 

Carcer of Religious Ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science. 
By Hupson ''UrTLE. Aau able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world, 140 pp. 12mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. | 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
rics, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M. 
Bennerr, Embracing a variety of subjecta, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
75 cents; clotb, $1.00. 

"Ihe Humphrey-Bennett Discus- 
sion. A debate between Rev. G. H. HUM- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of *'The Truth Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do a8 much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learaing and science? 3. Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cloth (550 
pp.). $2.00. 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Pror. O. A. Buxauss, President cf 
the Northwestern Christian Uuiversity at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Ont., commencing June 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke. Frasr Propo- 
RITION: ‘‘ The Christian Religion, us set 
forth in tre New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin.” Burgess in the arm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. SECOND 
Proposition: ‘‘The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin." Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the neg- 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper,, 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. G 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundatic — Contrasted with its 
Superstructure, By W. R. Guxa, au- 
thor of ‘* Enigmas of Life,” '* Literary and 
Social Judgments,” ete. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the '' Fortnightly 
Review,” says: '* Some twelve years ago, in 
& London drawing-room, one of our most 
2minent men of science asked, ‘ Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg's Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
—ifthey can.' In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects,.had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg, coming later, hud the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and 
his Work continues the most complete on all 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfaro. 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally io 
BO thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument—occupying« precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable.” 

One volume, crown octavo, wits com- 
plete index. The London edition soid for 
$5. Price of American editioa, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples e- 
bate. Letween B. F. UnbkHWuCO, f 
Boston, and the Rev. Jonn MaxnrPLks, cf 
Toronto, Ont, Held at Napanee, Ont., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
Friust: ''That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are lllogical aud coa- 
trary > Reason.” Sxconp: ‘‘The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond ali other hooks ita divine 
origin." Maiples affirms; Underwood de- 
nies. Reported in tu 1, and revised by the 
debaters, 111 pp. Paper, 85 cents; cloth, 
60 cents. 

interrogatories to Jehovah. By 
D. M. DENNETT. A series or close questions 
upon a great variety of subjects, irom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, tha 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinsl points embraced by the 
Church. With a 1ull-length portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work.  12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 60 
cents ; cloth, 79 cents. 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral AMicligion; or, An Answer to ihe 
Question, Have we a Bupernaturally-Re- 
vealed, Infaliibly-Inspired, and Miracuiously- 
Attested Religion in the World? By E. E. 
GUILD, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parts. 
Paper, 30 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Secker Leafiets, of two pages 
each. ‘Thirty-two in nmoer; Æ cents per 
dozen; § cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $92.60 prr thousand. 

Adventures of Elder Triptolemis 
Tub, Compises impurtant and starting 
disclosures Concerning hell, its magnitude, 
morals, employments, climate, etc, By 
rcv. GEORGE slogERS. A rich, interestiug 
uthe Work, Paper, R5 cents. 
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Gems of Thought. 


Tag unbellever is he who deliberately de- 
clines to speak what he thinks, or to trust bu- 
manity with what helpful truth has been in- 
trusted to himself.— Rev. Sam. Johnson. 


HE who knows no fault, knows no virtue. 
The rectitude that heaven bestows on man 
Laads through error; and the kindly sense 
Ot having strayed endears the road to bliss. 


Taz imita ion of all wise and noble things 
comes and must come from individuals; gener- 
aliy at flret from some one individual. The 
honor aud glory of the average man is that he 
is capable of following that initiativ; that he 
Can respond internally to wise and noble things 
and bs led to them with his eyes open.—Afill’s 
Liberty. 


Ir that last day does not occasion an entire 
extinction, but a change of abode only. what 
ean be more desirable if it. on the other hand, 
destroys &nd absolutely puts an end to us? 
‘What ean be preferable to the having a deep 
sleep fall on us in ihe midst of the fatigues of 
lifeand being thus overtaken, to sleep to eter- 
nity?— Cicero, 


Brcause we cannot explain the whys and 
wherefores of all we see around us is no reason 
that we should adopt theories of other men or 
bodi: 8 of men who think they know all about 
it. If we cannot tell the origin and end, thig is 
no proof that we are wrong in disbelieving the 
opinions of those who profess to make things 
as '' clear as mud."— Elimina D. Slenker., 


TuERE 12 danger lest the transcendental re- 
ligionist should despise the past and its sober 
teachings, should tuke a faucy, personal and 
fugitiv. for a fact of universal consclousne3s, 
embraze a cloud for an angel.and miserably 
perish, Itis not for man to trascend his facul- 
ties, to be above himself, above reason. con- 
goleuce, affection, religion. beside himself. Mad- 
men in religion are not very enthusiastic fa. 
natics.— Parker’s Transcendentalism, 

Orp writers pushed the happy season baok-- 

The more fools they—we forward: dreamers 
both; 

You mark that in an age when every hour 

Must sweat her sixty minutes to the death. 


Liv on. God Icve us, as if the seedman, rapt 
Upon upon the bearing harvest, should not 
pluage 
His hand into the bag: but well I know 
That unto him who works, and feels he works, 
This samo grand year is come at the door. 
—Tennyson. 


Farsus and true are relativ terma, and I shall 
probably know very little about the false till I 
hav arrived at the absolutely true. A grand 
thing. indeed. it would bo in a catholic and 
hopeful spirit, to regard all reaching of the hu- 
man intelligence and soul as a growth along 
the whole line toward the true. Let us not de- 
spise or dread honest or inquiring error. How 
hav the sciences of medicin and astronomy, 
how hav the progresses of social life. the causes 
of education. of health, of legislation, been ad- 
vanced except by deduction from error and the 
bard disciplin of blunder? —Hon. J. D. Long. 


Waen a theater takes fire, good people talk 
about “a judgment.” Well and good, if they 
wlli only understaad that it is a judgment sim- 
ply on the way the theater was built or man- 
aged. Only thetruthislarger, Every firéis a 
judgment; every accident or catastrophe is a 
jadgment—a judgment for the wrong or Care- 
less or ignorant handling of those awful edge- 
tools, the forces of nature. All life. all being, 
all becoming, is erowth—growth which is alive 
wlth moral meaning, moral will. and moral se- 
quence. Toe barves: is a judgment on the sow- 
ing. Every fluished work isa judgment on the 
way it bas been doue.—Brooke Herford, 


A GZNTLEMAN who takes his family to church: 
regularly said tome: " I know as well as any 
man that the clergyman preaches fables, but I 
do not eare to worry my ehildren by telling 
them so. When Itake them tothe pantomime 
I don’t tell them all that scenery is only daubed 
pasteboard, tbe fairy there is merely a painted 
woman, and her jawels only glass, bought for a 
penny. Whether at church or theater, I pro- 
pose to humor their pleasant illusions, and let 
them remain happy in them a8 long as they 
ean." It appeared to me strange that this gen- 
tioman shouid not see the great difference pe- 
tween transient illusion and permanent deiu- 
sion. He humors the illusions of the panto- 
mime because he knows very well that his child 
will ou'grow them. It would distress him very 
much if he thought that whan his child grew to 
be twenty years of age it would still believe in 
the reality of fairies. Butin encouraging the 
pulpit fables he is fostering things that, from 


being the illusions of childhood, harden into | 
the delnstons of the whole life.—Conway’s Idols , 


and Ideals, 
Lo. I am Weary of all— 
Oi men and their love dnd their hate; 
I hav been long enough life's thrall 
And the toy ofa tyrant fate. 


I would hav nothing but rest, 
I would not struggle again. 

Take mə now to thy breast. 
Earth, sweet mother of men. 


Hide me and let me sleep; 
Giv me à lonely tomb 

Bo close and so dark and so daep 
Ishail hear notrump of doom. 


Thar» let ms jie forgot 

When the dead at its blast are gone; 
Giv me to heur if nof. 

But only to sjumber on. 


This is tho fate I crave, 
For I lc ok to the end and see 
Ifthere be not rest in the grave 
There will never be rest for me. 


f 


Odds and Ends. 


Sarnoz8 always hav a hard time of it. They 
are always in & mess, 


A MAN who wears aten-cent piece on his shirt 
front ealls it his dime and pin. 


A ONE-EYED man on West Hill says he always 
looks at a friend's vices with his fault'a eye, 


Many a tramp would be thankful for cold 
ham, but none of them relish thecold shoulder. 


THE old maid who exclaimed, " My life has 
bean a deserted waist," can readily be believed. 


A pPUGILIST seems to think that the best way 
to preserve the eres is to make them into jam. 


Has any paragrapher ever remarked that 
Eve was only a side issue in the great human 
race? 


THE tramp is always cowardly, and nothing 
pleases him better than to strike a bed when it’s 
down. 


" THE sun shinesfor all,” exclaims the honest 
man. “The moon don't shine for haul," ex- 
claims the burglar. 


A DEADWOOD mob chased a man three miles 
into the Indian country because he said base- 
ball, and not poker. was the national game. 


A WESTERN plumber takes half a column of 
his local newspaper to advertise * Cast Iron 
Sinks.” But. great Scott! who ever said that it 
didn’? 


Ir was when he wrote home to his wife that 
he had been poisoned with ivy that she sang to 
the youngest born, “Ivy letter from your sire, 
baby mine.” 

Tar weather is always putting on airs and it 
is no uncommon sight to see the weather vane, 
— Whitehall Times. Bo it ought to be. Don’s it 


| hold the rains? 


"BoomER or later,”.says a French writer. 
" everything is found out.” Just so. A mar- 
risd man, for instance, is found out later—about 
three hours later—than he should be, 


Tux way that a London woman lately identi- 
fled her stolen parrot was by bringing ber hus- 
band into court and scolding him. The bird 
soon called out, " Oh, I wish you were dead, old 
woman.” 


A O#INAMAN will bend all day over a hot iron 
in a little close room, froning his clothes on a 
hot day. and never think of being warm; and 
yet he could not fly a kite in midwinter without 
fanning himself. 


Bint Jones owned one of the billboards in a 
Michigan town. but business being dull. he was 
compelled to sell in order to pay his hotel bill. 
It rather bored Bill to nav to sell his billboard 
to pay his board bill. 


A BINGHAMTON man is suing ifor a divorce 
from his wife on the Dlea that she has a glass 
eye, that it is always oven nights, and the 
aspect makes him nervous. He coaxed her to 
close it with red sealing wax, but that only in- 
creased his terror. 


Last week a Bible agent sat down at a farm- 
er’s teble up in Scott county, played eucher 
with the old map, and won a yoke of four-year- 
old steers from him. and then made him buy 
eight dc zen Bibles and sixteen pounds of tracis 
to redeem his steers. 


Ir makes a new preacher awful mad when 
fumbling with the intrieacies of a front gate 
fastening, trying to get in. and make his first 
pastoral call, to hav the woman of the house 
turn the slat in the bay window and call out, 
" We havn't got no old clothes to giv away, and 
there ain’t a coid vittle in the house,” 


Cows AND CHRIsTIANS.—A minister who had 
been reoroving one ot his elders for over-indul+ 
gence, observed a cow go down toastream.take 
a drink. and then turn away. '' There,” said he 
to his offending elder, " is an example for you; 
the cow has quenched its thirst and has ra- 
tired.” “Yes,” replied the other, ‘that is very 
true. But suppose another cow had come to 
the other side of the stream, and had said, 
' Here's to you, there’s no saying how long 
they might hav gone on," 


Deruty Susrirr Hurt of South Madison 
Opened the door cautiously, and, poking in his 
head in a suggestiv sort of way, as if there was 
no more to follow, inquired: 

“ Is this the rinktum?" 

“The what, my friend ?" 

” Is this the rinktum-—sinktum—sanctum, or 
some such place where editors liv ?" 

“This is the editorial room, yes, sir, come 
in.” 

" No. I guess I won’tcomein. I wanted to see 
whata rinktum was like, That's all. Looks 
like our garret, only wuss. Good-bye.” 


THERE Ware two sisters in Louisville famous 
for their wit, and there is also in that favored 
town a gentleman, Colonel Blank, who for two 
generations has had the reputation of having 
courted every heiress in the neighborhood. 
One of the sisters referred to said to the other |. 
several weeks ago, 

“Ifa million dollars were left to you, what is 
the first thing you would do?” 

“I should fail upon my knees and pray the 
Lord to keep me out of Colonel Blank’s 
clutches.” 

This was repeated to the Colonel. who waited 
for revenge. The witty young woman, leaning 


4ontue railing of the piazza at Orab Orchard, 
J gaw the Colonel in the yard below. 


" Well, dear Colonel," she said, "I meet you 
everywhere I go, Can'tigo anywhere without 
1 seeing you?” 

" Yes, there is one place.” calmly replied the 
Colonel. 
“ Where is it? let me go I" 
" Well, go home.” 
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On Prayer, 
The True Basis of Morality, . 
The Gospel of Christianity and the 
Gospel of Freethought, 
Is the Bible Indictable? 
ALSO 
The Law of Population; Its 
Consequences and its Bearings 
Upon Human Conduct and Morals, 
Marriage; As it Was, As it Is, and 
As it Should Be, 
The last two contain a fine steel-plate 
engraving of Mrs. Besant. 
There is no clearer, better writer in 
the English language. 


IN ADDITION. 


The Church and Education, 

On the Religious Education 
of Children, 

Government. An Essay. By 
Charles Moran. 


Sold at this office. 


40 
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THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


A collection of songs by Whittier, Longfellow, 
Bryant. Tennyson, and others, set to familiar 
tunes. Designed for Liberal Leagues and other 

meetings, and in Liberal homes. Compiled and 
edited by Eliza Boardman Burnz. Price, halt 
bound and on heavy paper, 25 cents ; one hun- 
dred copies, $15.09; fifty, $800: twenty-five 
$5.00. Paper covers, 15 cents; one hundred 
copies, $10.00; fifty, $5.00; twenty-five copies, 
$3,00. Two cents per copy additional must be 
sent to prepay postage on all wholesale orders. 
Address all ordera to D. M. BENNETT. 


141 Eighth street, Now York, 


AN OUTLINE 
OF THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 


RESULTS. 


BY W. S. HELL. 


There is probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or more important than 
the French Revolution in the last century, and 
Mr. Bell has traosd it ably Rad in an ipteresting 

manner. Every one who reads it will be nle 
mith it. Price. 98 cents, Bend to this olen” 
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Notes and Clippings. | 


A SPANISH proverb says. "An ounce of mother | 
is Worth a pound of clergy.” Itis applicable to 
' other places than Spain. 


Tas pope has decided to dismiss his Swics 
guards. It may be recollected that all of the 
quaint dress of these men was designed by 
Michael Angelo Buonarotti, save the helmet. 
This, it appears, he forgot ; hence their incon- 
Sruous appearance. ` 


THE Vatican is beating up vigorously for 
Peter's Pence,“ without which.” says the pope 
in his letter to the bishop of Orleans," there į 
would be for the Holy See neither Mberty nor 
dignity.” The Tablet heads the subscription 
list with these words. 


Some of the French Protestants propose giv- 
ing a handsome dioloma to each person who is 
won from Roman Oatholiciam to Protestantism 
by tho preaching of the Protestant ministers, 
In this country the same result wou!d be ae- 
complished by giving a chromo. 


Tux Spanish government has announced its 
intention of proceeding agatnst all the clergy 
who introduce politics into their sermons, If 


-= eO SPAN ID KOVEINMSHE nag charge ot 60 ]6- 


„siastical affairs in this eountry it would hav its 
pends exceedingly busy during the coming 
month, 


ACCORDING to Prof. Grimmer, there is a terri- 
` -ble seven years before us. From 1880 to 1887; 

there will bea universal mortality. Asia will 
be depopulated, and Europe will become almost 
adesert. America Wili lose fifteen million ine 
habitants. There will be tempests and inunda- 
tions. No prophet could possibly be grimmer 
(han this one. ` : 


Aumost all the religious papers, except the 
strictly Presbyterian ones. are now criticising 
the great Presbyterian Council, and saying that 
it did not amount to much. The officia] letter 
of the council, which is sent to all the Presby- 
terian churches throughout the world to be 
publicly read on the first Sunday in January 
next, is spoken of as a collection of pious plat- 
{udes amounting to nothing of importanoe. 


Iris a great relief to Naw York to know that 
Moody and Sankey are going to leave for San: 
Francisco on Tuesday next. They hay aone no 
good in this section, They may be able to con- 
vert some of the Sand Lotters, po-sibly old 
Kallock. Be that as it may, we wish them a 
pleasant journey, and hope they will remain 
there until we send forthem. If they find the 
thing "ago” out in the coast country let them |. 
telegraph for Tony Oomstock.— Truth. 


Tus original Salvation Army in England is 
said to be making itself more ridiculous than 
ever. It has adopted several new styles of 
warfare in the way of screaming announce- 
ments, parodies of hymns and songs, and novel 
and outrageous patterns of bannere. A detach- 
ment of the army threatens to invade Franca 
Tha French Methodist paver, -L’ Evangeliste, is 
prepared to ziv them a chance to prove their 
ability to make an impression on the lively 
fancy of the French. 


Lgo XIII, has enjoined on tha Hungarian 
Episcopate to carry out in their extremest 
rigor the canonical reguiations respecting 
mixed marriages. The Episcopate has conse- 
quently addressed a circular to the clergy, for- 
bidding them to celebrate mixed marriages, 
even when the parties agree to bring np their 
issue in the Catholic faith. This measure is 
extremely unpopular among the Catholics in 
Hungary. A 


Ws desire to say to the New York TRUTH 
SEEKER and the National Defense Association 
that if there is any way of reaching Anthony 
Comstock and having him punished for induce j 
ing persons to violate the postal laws. the laws 
against indecent exposure of Derson, ete.. we 
wish to contribute to à fund to be raised for i 
that purpose. If it be true that be is hiring: 
men and wi-men to commit crime, and then in- 
forming on them, it seems to us that he is 
amenabie to the law which punishes persons 
who are accessery to crime. We will start a 
fund for that purpose with a puhenriptjon of 
$10.~ Worthington Advance, PU 


Tar Rev. Adirondack Murray, who aban- 
doned the pulpit and has gone into the business 
of shipping choice American fiour ia small 
sacks to Kurope, is at last benefi'ing humanity, 
Now let about 9,000 other preachers engage in 
some useful pursuit, in sometbing they know 
something of, and the world wiil move easier, 
faster, better; their old pulpits can be converted 
into chicken- coops, and society take an upward 
tendency. 


JogN Henney. an itinerant preacher, is try- 
ing to travel away from bis sins and the sher- 
iff. Last winter he held arevival meeting st 
Carlton, Michigan. stopping with a man by the 
name of Lydy. Recently the bank at Saranac, 
Michigan. notified Mr. Lydy that bis nota for 
$80 was dus, and he would pieass pay it. Not 
having gfven such a note, Mr. Lydy investi. 
gated and found that his friend the preache: 
had used his name. As he drove into town he 
was alse notified that there was a chattel mort. 
gage on his horse and buggy, which the minis- 
ter had driven a number of times and repre- 
sented as his own- Mr. Hendry had j ist beeu 
appointed to & circuit at a salary of $600 pe 
year. He has enlarged the circuit, but ‘the 
sheriff thiaks he oan catch him yet. 


In acard recently issued by the Rav. E. H, 
Dutcher, of Long Island City, N. Y., he says the 
first Morhodist Episcopal euuroh of that place 
is in debt to the amount of $4,155; $2 100 is di 
bonds. which can be purchased at fifty cente on 
the dollar, and he appeals for money to bay 
them up, " Nothing," he Bays." has been paid 
on principal or interest, the brethren hoping 
they might in some way evade payment.” Ta 
honesty evinced in this frank statement is of 
dubious character. The brethren tried first to 
evade the payment of their just debt ; but “after 
taking legal counsel,” and finding they ar 
holden for the amount, they wish to “scale” 
the debt by paying only half. If the Lord can 
not do better than to repudiate his debts, th: 
sheriff better sell him out at auction, pay wha' 
he can, and let him retire from activ business, 


Sincz Dr. Wolf attacked the Homeric author. 
ship of the Iliad and Odyssey no more siart- 
ling theory in destructiv criticism has been 
breached than that made publie during the pas 
month by two Norwegian professors, who en 
deavor to show that the whole schema of Teu 
tonic mythology—Odin, Walballa, the horns, 
and the rest—which hav always been held to be 
the indigenous msths of the Gormanie racer, 
are realiy nothing more than a transe:iptior 
since the Ohrisian er& of Greek and R mar 
mythology. with some Jewish stories sifted in. 
The analogies, and they are numerous enough, 
between the’ mythologies of southern ans 
northern Europe hav always been expiainsd 
on the ground of eommon Aryan origin; bu‘ 
this argument can be in a sense worked back. 
ward by making the Teuton myths start in 
southern Europe. This is what is .done b) 
Prof, Gophus Bugge and Dr. A. O. Bang, o! 
Ohristina. who father the new hypothbes&'s, è 
tneory which knocks the props outof all cur 
rent expianations of the northern mythology; 
but as the sui jzet is further devel sped the nev 
interpretation appears to meet with loss anu 
leas credence. That it shouid be adopted b; 
men of the first rank in the study of Scundina 
vian literature bears iis own lesson of th 
limi'8 of exact knowledge in the study of com 
varativ mythology. 


“No, BIB," said Mr. Doutgivadam, I am no 
& member of the Y. M. O. A,,” and the gentleman 
knocked the ashes off his cigar. and settlec, 
back in his seat. “Although not yourself : 
member,” said the Sun’s reporter " you cannot 
be ignorant that it is an existing corvoration; 
that it is rich. and widespread, and exercises u 
profound influence upon the youth of the coun 
try which is not to be overlooked. I would b 
glad to know what you think of the institu ivn. 
of its purposes, and ita methods.” ‘I thi.k.” 
replied Mr Dontgivadam, ‘that I remembe 
telling you that opinions were of very rare 
occurrence With me. and that even Wen ont 
forced iiself upon me I was disinclined to ada 
it to the mass of current thóuzht Of th: 
Young Men's Ohrisdan Association I know lit- 
tie, and that little only from hearsay. Of it- 
exact purpose I am ignorant, and consequently 
could not criticise its methods if I wished. Bu: 
Edo remember what was told to me the other 
day by & young friend of mine, He said that, 
bejog in a condition of health which made ti 
Sore Mode a T ou A E 


tucn into the Association, Feeling something | 
like a returning prodigal, and with perhaps a! 


necessary for him to take much exercise, he! 
~ad inquired where he could find agymnastum. 
"I was told’ said he, ' that there were two which 
my informant knew about—Wood’s gymnasium 
and that of the Young Men's Ohristian Assoocia- ' 
tion,’ 'Whichisthe better ? he asked. and vas 
told that there was not much choice in the gym- ; 
nasiums, but there was a mighty difference in 
the crowd. The association was cheaper, and , 
nearer, too, by five blocks. * Well,’ says my! 
friend, " You know what Lam, and can Imagin 
that I naturally started for Wood's In hope of 
striking a congenial atmosphere. But by the 
time I got to Twenty-third street, considera- 
lone of provinquity and cash induced me to 


| 


slight touch of deflance, I went into a reception 
room and asked to seethegym asium, It was 
on the lower floor, and I went down stairs to 
‘ook at it. It was not very lluht, nor was the 
outlook agreeable. Tne dressing rooms were 
jghted with gas. and were rather dirty. The 
air in them was bad; in the exercising room it 
was better, but still not good. Scripture tex 8 


adorned the walls, perhaps with the idea that an ; 


4X ra supply of godliness was desirable, be: 


cause the bath rooms were in another part of, 


Events of the Week. 


REPORTS of poverty and death from starvation 
fil the Bussian press. 

A WooLEN mill at West Stoughton, Mass., was 
burnt on the 9th. Loss, $175,000. 

Jacquzs OFFENBACH. the great opera bouffe 
composer, died in Paria on the bth, 

A PLOT to assagsinate the Sultan of Turkey 
has been discovered and frust. ated. 

Froops in Bengal hav drowned many people 
and done much damage to the erops. 

Geant has been trying to throw dirty slurs on 
Hancock’s character, Jealousy is the probable 
cause, 
Two men Were kiiled and twelve wounded by 
a railroad accident at Littleton, Mass. on the 
seventh. 

Tør triennial convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal church is now in activ operation in 
this city. 

A BANE messenger was robbed of twenty-two 
thousand dollars in & Broadway stage a few 


he buillding. Still there was & very fair appa- 
"atus — Indian oiubs, and parallel bars, and 
much that was good; and I decided to join, I 
went up stairs again and inquired what were 
the usual preliminsries. Tae gentlemen in 
:harge were very oivil and polite, and an infant 
in leading strings could not come to barm 
among them. One of them produced a blank 
form ond began to fill it out for me. lthink he 
a:ked me my name, my age, my home, by reei- 
lence, my occupation, what religious denom- 
ina:ion I preferred. where I went to church, and 
30me other things. I gave him such answers as 
seemed to me to be advisable. paid my money, 
got my key, and went down to exercise. I made 
a fair success of it, and behaved apparently 
ilke an orthodox gymnast, «xcept in the matter 
of wearing my legs bare below the knee, which 
I was civilly informed was contrary to custom. 
[ apologized, and said that sea bathing bad de- 
moraliz+d my ideas of decorum. I was inclined 
ro hagird a small sum on my belief that St. 
Paul never owned a pair of stockings in hia 
ife; but I refrained. And so.I joined; and 
uow. being laterested in the institution, I am 
aalt of & disposition to: place at the disposal 
əf the managers that deep knowledge of 
the character of the Ame: ican young man which 
in the fruit of my wide «xveriencs and in- 
-rospectiv teadencies.’ ‘And what.’ said I, 
‘jg the first amendment that you propose?’ 
*'[ do not think, he replied, with a thoughtful 
air, ‘that the questions put at present to appli- 
sants for admission are of a nature sufficiently 
.earehing to elicit the bottom facts about the 
sharaeter of the young man of the day. or of his 
^abite, or even of his religions conceptions, 
Such information is very desirable, in order 
hut we of the Association may know what in- 
dungas should be brought to bear upon such 
voung men as come among us, and I hav 
lrawn up & list of interrog:tories, which will 
afford our managers, I hope. sufficient data to 
3nable us to work in an intelligent and judi- 

fous mauner. I would be glad to hav your 
»pluion upon themy and with ‘ha’ he gave me 
‘his paper, and we parted.” Here Mr. Dont- 
ilvadum handed the Sun’s representa iv the 
lowing list of additional ques: iong:designed 
o b» proposed to an applicant for admission to 
he Y. M. C. A: 

1. Are you engaged to be marrled? If not. 
what was the alicged reason glven by the last 
young woman who threw you over 

2. D» you think it right to go to Coney Island 
on e Sabbah? 

3, Do you believe in hel 

4 Də you believe in 
works? ; 

6. Are you in the habit of paying your tailor? 


1? 
faith without good 
1ud.i'10t. wnat are his views of «he previous 
qu-&tlon? 

6. Do you believe in mixed drinks? If yes, 
sha is yours, and do you cunsume it habitu- 
ally before breaktas? - 

7. D: you goin for Adam or apes? 

8 How much do you owe? 
-9 Ls your father working? 


“Your ycung friend seems to be much in 
earnest,” said the Sun’s reporter when he had 
e»pied the questions and returned them. 
“Yes.” says the gen:leman, “‘hetires me, lam 
tired now from talking about him. He me&ns. 
well, I think, but I doubt if the balance of his 
mind is quite ever, G 


ood-day, ‘Bip, —Sun 


days ago. 

Two men were lynched in Nelson county, Va., 
afew days ago, for an outrage committed ona 
widow lady. 

TREE corner-stone for the Egyptian obelisk 
was iaid in Central Park on the 9th with mason- 
ic ceremonies. l 


TgE crow of a merchant vessel were recently 
massacred by the native of the Solomon Islands 
in the South Sva, 


FivE men were killed and a large number 
hurt by a train collision near Willimantic, 
Conn., on the 8:h. 

A Free broke out in the palace of the Louvre 
in Paris a few days ago, doing damage to the 
amount of $200,000. 


A HOTEL and railroad depot at Bradford. Pa., . 
were destrosed by fire on the 9th, One woman 
was fatally injured, 


By an accident inthe St, Gothard tunnel un- 
der the Alps. a few days ago, several men were 
| killed and a few wounded. ^ 


A GRAVEL train on the Chicago and St. Paul 
Railroad ran off the track on the 10th, killing 
and wounding several men, 


Tux Ohilians hay bombarded two Peruvian 
Cities in retaliation for the destruction of their | 
war vessel by the Peruvians. 


Tus Democratic sheriff of Shelbyville, Ind., 
was murdered ina poli ical brawl on the 8b, 
First blood for the R» publicans, 


IN a pistol fight at Ooncor dia, Miss,, three or 
four days ago, between a justice of the peace 
and a farmer, both men were killed. 


e 


An Indian outbreak has faken place on the 
Skaglt River, Washington Territory, General 
Howard has ordered troops to the spot. 


THe Republicans of this city had a grand 
parade on Monday evening last, and were ree 
viewed by General Grant. There were 40,000 
men in line. 


Tues men were killed and several wounded 
by ao accident on the New England Railroad 
onthe8.h. A passenger train coliided with a 
freight train, 

SEVERAL cattle sheds at Sterling, Illinois, 
Were destroyed by fire, burning between seven 
and eight hundred head of cattle and fifteen 
hundred ton» of hay. 

Tue Sandwich I-landers are enjoying a little 
excitement. The minis ry has been changed. 
all nati vs being exc uded, and the na:ivs talk of 
deposing King Kalakaua. 

By a collision on the Second Avenue Elevated 
Railroad in this city on last Monday a 1ocomoe 
tiv and several cars were smashed, one man 
was killed, and several were injured. 


Gen. WEAVge emphatically denies the charge 
that he hus sold out to the Republican party. 
He claims that there wili ba upward of six 
milion Greenback votes polled in this election; 


Two overcrowded passenger trains collided 
at Pittsburgh, Pa,, on the xh. Twenty-four 
persons were kilied, and a long list of others ` 
dangerously acalded aud otherwise iniured, 


EA Be 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


D. M. BENNETT, Editor. © 


dial welcome to the delegates from every country. 
Of. course, Belgium sent. more delegates than any 
| other country, for the reason that the Congress is 
held right in their very midst, and because there are 
so many different Freethinking, Socialistic, and 
workingmen’s parties here fully in sympathy with 
us in the work in which we are engaged. There 
were many here from France, Germany, Holland, 
Italy, with England and America, as I have shown. 

After the preliminary business was attended to, à 
temporary adjournment was had, that the creden- 
tials and membership might be duly attended to. 
We handed in the hundred credentials sent us by 
the different Leagues and other societies, including 
private letters to the Congress from individuals. I 
trust it will not be regarded as boasting for me to 
say that we had, by far, more vouchers, more certifi- 
cates of delegation, than any other delegates at- 
tending the Congress, and I can also say no delega- 
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Letter from Europe.—No. 9. 
THE BRUSSELS CONGRESS AND BRUSSELS ITSELF. 
BrussEts, Sept. 5, 1880. 


DzaRLY Brtovep: I have remained here longer 
thanin any other place in Europe I havethus far vis- 
ited, not because it is so much larger than other 
places, but there is much to be seen here. The Con- 


gress occupied four days, and I got so far behind 
with my writing I decided totarry here till I should 
catch up and be able to start afresh on my journey 
southward into Germany, up the Rhine, through Swit- 
zerland, over the Alps, to Milan, Venice, Florence, 
Rome, and Naples. _ Before, however, entering into 
any further description of this town and its curiosi- 
ties I will give you briefly some account of the 
Freethinkerg Congress which has been held here. 
As Mr. Rawson made a pretty full report of the 

roceedings, and as he has started for home, and is 
doubtTesá now on the broad Atlantic, and you will 
probably see his report before this reaches you, I 
will only say brietly what I have to say about the 
Congress. 

Mrs. Bristol and Mrs. Dr. E. B. Foote, two of the 
American delegates, arrived here Saturday night 
Aug. 28th, and took rooms near us, where the Con 
gress was held. On Sunday morning Mr. Edmond 
Gastineau, delegate from New York, arrived from 
Paris, also Mrs. Louise Pence, wife of my friend 

: Dr. Allen Pence, of Terre Haute, Ind., arrived here 
from Berlin, she having ridden all night in the ears to 
reach here. She was also a delegate to the Con- 
gress, representing more particularly the Spiritualis- 
tic phase of Liberalism. She took a room at the 
same place with Mrs. Bristol and Mrs. Foote, 
while Mr. Gastineau took one in the building here 
with Mr. Rawson and myself. Thus we American 
: delegates, three women and three men—exclusive of 
: Mr. Schroeter from Wisconsin, who represents more 
particularly the German element of American Free- 
"thinkers—fíound ourselves very pleasantly located 
here and near together. Dr. T. S. Andrews, of 
, Kipton, Ohio, whom I saw in London, intended to 
' be with us; in fact he was here the day we arrived, 
but was taken ill and deemed it prudent to return to 
Nerwich, England, without our seeing him, and we 
were thus deprived of his company and aid. 

On Saturday evening our English friends poured 

in, also, in considerable numbers. Among them 
were Mrs. Annie. Besant, Miss Hypatia Bradlaugh, 
Mr. Johannes Swaagman; Mr. Geo. Standring,editor 
of the Republican; P. A. V. Le Lubez, Sec. English 
National Secular Society ; Wm. H. Reynolds, Mr. R. 
Forder, Mr. G. L. Fowler, all of the Secular Society; 
. and next day came Mr. Charles Watts, editor of the 
Secular Review ; Mr. Edward Truelove, Mr. Larner 
Sugden and wife, and M. De Goey, Esq., who a part 
‘of the time resides on the continent and is corre- 
spondent for several papers. Mr. Truelove is Vice- 
President of the Secular Society, the others of 
those last mentioned belong to the British Secular 
Union. It was indeed pleasant to meet friends 
here who sympathize with us’ and who speak the 
same language with ourselves. It was very much 
regretted by us all that Mr. Bradlaugh could not 
‘be with us. He fully intended to come, but Parlia- 
ment held its session till after midnight on Friday 
night, and feeling that it would not do for him to 
neglect his duty there, he was forced to forego the 
pleasure of coming here. But he sent his daughter, 
with Mrs. Besant, and also a letter to the Congress, 
and we had to content ourselves with that. We 
had a very pleasant interview with Mrs. Besant, 
Miss Bradlaugh, and the gentlemen of the English 
delegation on Saturday night, in this building. All 
were in good spirits, and it was evident from the 
first that our Congress was to be a success. i 
On Sunday morning, August 29th, the first meet- 
ing of the Congress assembled at 10 a.m. Nearly two 
hundred and twenty-five delegates attended the first 
meeting,and as fine-looking people are not often 
met with. They looked like thinking men who are 
capable of making up their own minds for them- 
selves. |... ae ; 
The meeting was opened by the Resident Com- 
mittee on Organization. President Goffin, in a very 


at night. 
sat before that body with Dr. Buchner on my right 


seemed to realize that the Freethinkers of America 
are alive, in earnest, and numerous as well. 

About the first business attended to after the 
examination of credentials, etc., was the election of 
permanent officers for the Congress. It was pro- 
posed to elect a President to represent each princi- 
pal nationality here. So M.N. Goffin was the Bel- 
gian President, and became the permanent Presi- 
dent of the Congress, and a most efficient presiding 
officer he is too ; M. Le Maitre for the French ; Dr. 
Ludwig Buchner, of Darmstadt, the able and well- 
known Materialistic writer, for Germany ; M. R. C. 
D'Ablaing, editor of the Dageraad (Daybreak) of 
Amsterdam, for Holland; Mrs. Annie Besant, 
assistant editor of the National Reformer, London, 
for the English, and your humble servant, the edi- 
tor of Tax TRUTH SEEKER, for America. 

Let me assure you, my friends, right here, that 
though I considered myself something like the fifth 
or sixth wheel-of 4 coach as I sat there on the plat- 
form assisting to preside over that intellectual as- 
semblage, I could not help contrasting my situation 
on this occasion with what it was one year ago this 
very time, when I was making shoes in the peniten- 


-[tiary with thieves, robbers, counterfeiters, burglars, 


and murderers, and locked up in my little stone cell 
I could not help realizing the change as I 


and Mrs. Besant on my left; the status of one year 
ago came vividly before me, and the tears moist- 
ened my eyes. : 

Mrs. Besant was very efficient as assistant presid- 
ing officer. She speaks the French and German 
languages fluently, and it was easy for her to explain 
in English, French, and German what was necessary 
to be known by either nationality. She also made a 
beautiful speech at the first mee:ing in French, 
which was exceedingly well received, and also read 


a letter from Mr. Bradlaugh to the Congress. Very 
complimentary remarks were made in reference to 
Mr. Bradlaugh. The Freethinkers on the continent 


cherish a very: high respect for him and for the 
moral courage he has exhibited in his warfare 
against unjust laws and unjust construction of law. 

I will not attempt to give separately the business 
accomplished at each meeting of the Congress. It 
is sufficient to say that two sessions per day were 
held for four days, and each session lasted three 
hours, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 8 P. m. to 
ll p.m. On Sunday, however, the second session 
began at 5 P.M. and continued till 8 p.m. The busi- 
ness of the morning meeting was principally discuss- 
ing the questions of the objects of the International 
Congress of Freethinkers, what questions should be 
brought before it, how often it should be held, 
where, what number of delegates should be sent to 
it, etc., etc. Some of the discussions were very ani- 
mated, and it. was decidedly amusing to see these 
Frenchmen and Germans gesticulating, shrugging 
their shoulders, etc., in the most emphatic manner. 
It was decided to hold a session of the International 
Congress annually, and that every session shall have 
the power to designate where the succeeding session 
shall be held. Each society sending delegates may 
send any number of delégates they please not exceed- 
ing ten. The next session is to be held in Paris in 
September, 1881. The debate was lively as to 
whether London, Paris, Brussels, or Geneva should 
be the place. Many were in favor of London, but 
the majority favored Paris. In addition an advisory 
council, consisting of two members from each nation, 
is to have its headquarters in London, and to this 
council the different societies in the various countries 
are to send their reports of the condition of the 
societies and their desires as to what business shall 
be brought before the International Congress. Many 
of the details I will omit. i f 

When the subject of what should be done to most 
efficiently propagate Freethought was discussed a 
great deal of earnestness was displayed.and a great 
unanimity of feeling prevailed. It was to bring 
about a thorough separation of church and state, to 
encourage free education without the bias of dogmas 
or religious teachings, to have only secular marriages 
and funerals, and above all to oppose the power of 


tion was more cordially received. The Congress 


of the Congress, and extended a fraternal and saw? hie way, by the dissemination of Freethought publi- 


cations, lectures, eto. A Liberal editor from 
Amsterdam gave a very interesting statement from . 
Holland as regards the advancement it has made 
in secularizing the schools, funerals, marriages, ete., 
within its own berders. I was not prepared to 
think Holland had advanced so far. No one is 
obliged there to employ a priest to :Solemnize: the 
marriage tie, or to perform the last rites at fnnerals, 
The schools, also, are comparatively free. Good for 
Holland! .: ES. 

The evening meetings were principally taken u 
in reading reports by the various delegates from the ` 
different societies, also essays on morals, free will, 
and the best means for advancing the cause of 
truth and Freethought. Among the reports brought 
forward on Sunday evening was one by Mr. A. L. 
Rawson, on the status and prospects of the Liberal 
Cause in America. He made some remarks in 
English, but his address proper was read in French 
by Dr. Paepe. It was very well received. Mr. 
de Goey read in French a letter from Mr. George 
Jacob Holyoake, and also an address by Mr. Charles 
Watts of the Secular Review. Many other reports 
and essays were given, but it is unnecessary to par- 
ticularize. My address was brought forward. on 
Monday night and read in French by Dr. de Paepe, 
but as it was not a report, and was long, it was not - 
all read. 

Mrs. Bristol gave her admirable address in En- 
glish on the last night, when the question of morals 
was before the Congress, and caused tobe distributed 
among the audience the same printed in French. It 
was exceedingly well received, and the impression 
she made upon the audience was of the most happy 
character. As an indication of what was thought 
of her address and her manner before an audience, 
I will give a translation of the remarks made upon 
the subject inthe Journal des Brussels on the follow- 
ing day : 

* Madame Augusta Cooper Bristol is an American | 
engaged in a mission little known upon the Euro- 
pean continent. She is alecturess. The principles 
of her discourse rest upon the philosophy of Comte 
and Spencer. We discuss not these principles ; we 
disapprove them. They are summed up in the 
words employed by the lecturess, at the termina- 
tion of her discourse, ‘Life is life’s own object.’ 
We speak only of the form of oratory. Madame 
Bristol is really the Rachel, the Ristori, the Sarah 
Bernhardt, of lecture eloquence. The dignity of 
gesture, the picturesque inflexion of voice, tho maj- 
esty of attitude, the complete possession of herself, 
blending in this artist, produce à feminine sweetness 
and propriety truly astonishing." "e 

When it is remembered that these words are from 
an ultra-Catholic paper, the character of this high 
praise can be fully appreciated. In addition, let/me 
tell you, a gentleman spoke to Mrs. Bristol after her 
lecture and said to her that she ought by all means 
to go upon the stage and becomé a professional ao- 
tress, and that if she would do so she would at least 
be the peer of Rachel or Ristori when at their best. 
Probably Mrs. Bristol’s lecture will appear'in Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER ere long, when you will have an 
opportunity to judge of the literary merit it pos- 
sesses. y 

Dr. Buchner gave a short address in German, but 
not speaking the French very well, his main address 
was read in French by Dr. de Paepe, and was very 
well received. Dr. Buchner stands deservedly high 
among the thinkers of Europe, and I was very glad 
to meet him and make his personal acquaintance. 

An excellent letter was also read from Prof. 
Ernst Haeckel, of the University of Jena, which 
was received with rapturous applause. It. was ex- 
poe that Prof. Haeckel, who is an out-and-out ` 

reethinker, besides being almost the first scientist 
in the world, would attend the Congress, but some- 
thing prevented. I regard him as one of the ablest 
and soundest men living, or who ever has lived. 

I will not detain you longer with any description 
of our Congress. If you will read Mr. Rawson’s 
report, taken down as the meetings took place, you 
will obtain a much better idea of it than 1 will be 
able to give you from memory. Suffice it to say, 
every moment of the sessions was fully occupied, 
and many addresses were taken home again without 
being delivered, time being too short for allto be 
heard. The whole affair was a great success, and 
inaugurated, as I believe, a series of annual meet- 
ings of Freethinkers from all civilized nations, 
which will greatly aid in spreading the fraternal 
spirit among us, cause us to work more in unison of 
purpose, and do much to strengthen the cause in 
Europe and in America, I am satisfied that Amer- 
ica’s sending a delegation to meet with the first 
International Freethinkers’ Congress has been duly 
app-eciated, and will continue to. be productive of 

ood. 

TL» closing moments of the- Congress were con- 
tinued till midnight, and were unusually interes ting, 

President Goffin made some very touching closing 
remarks, thanking all for their attendance ard hop- 
ing for prosperity for all in the future, with many 
repetitions of their successful meeting. : 


syitab]e speech, expiained the object of the meeting | the “blacks "—the Catholic clergy—in every possi! "Mrs, Besant also made some yery appropriate rer 
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marks, and she was applauded to the very echo. the nature of the curiosities here demande, We 
She has become very popular with the Freethinkers i arrived in the midst of a national fete, the fiftieth 


on the continent, and she is certainly a very able 
woman. 

` I think the members of the Congress, after the 
general handshakings and: adieus, left for their 
respective places of rest fully imbued with a feeling 
of gladness that they were Freethinkers and that 
they had attended this Brussels Congress. 

l wish to acknowledge here the aid rendered to 
the American delegation by Mr..Gastineau. The 
French is his native language, and speaking English 
very fluently he was fully able to speak in both 
languages, to translate and explain for us, etc. Mrs. 
Foote also speaks French very well, and Mrs. Bristol 
some. She has learned considerable French since 
she came to Europe, six or eight weeks ago. As 
for myself, I am the most unfrenchified of any one 
of the American delegation. My knowledge of the 
language is of the most limited character imagina- 
ble. l 

The hall in which the Congress held its sessions 
is a pleasant one of medium size. A goodly number 
of ladies attended who were not delegates, and the 
room was in nearly every case comfortably full. 

On Friday hight of the 3d inst, the Resident 
Organizing Committee invited Mrs, Bristol, Mrs. 
Foote, and myself to attend a reception gotten up 
for our benefit (Mr. Rawson and Mr. Gastineau had 
started for America and Mrs. Pence for Berlin). 
The meeting lasted two or three hours and was very 

Many little speeches were made and the 
most cordial, fraternal spirit exhibited. Presents of 
books, pictures, pamphlets, etc., were made us ; and 
M. N. Goflin presented the ladies with each a beau- 
tiful gold bracelet as a souvenir of the pleasant 
meetings we-here had had together. Mrs. Bris- 
tol and Mrs. Foote were in excellent spirits, as the 
could not help being thus surrounded by friends 
full of cordial sympathy and the true fraternal spirit. 
I will add that the wives of a portion of the gentle- 
men of the committee were also present with us. It 
was nearly twelve when we retired. Early the next 
morning the ladies took their departure, Mrs. 
Bristol for Guise, and Mrs. Foote for some water- 
ing place in the interior, but in a few weeks to meet 
in Paris. Thus I am left by myself to pursue the 
remainder of my journey alone, which is tó proceed 
to Cologne, pass up the Rhine, stop at a few towns 


-in Germany, then to Balse, Bern, Geneva, several 


other points in Switzerland, over the Alps into 
Italy, then to Milan, Venice, Florence, . Rome, 
tarry several days and if possible see 
the Pope and exchange blessings with him and in- 
quire after the condition of his big toe. If I send 
him in my little card, dni him know I am the 

i EEKER, and that I am 
trying to do what is right for him and his cause so 
far as I understand it, he undoubtedly ought to 
give me a kind reception. But I have decided in 
advance, if he offers me a cardinalship, not to accept 
it, and assure him in the most impressive manner 
that I beg to be excused, as I am otherwise engaged. 
I will then extend my journey to Naples and old 
Mount: Vesuvius, which, fer years, I have been anx- 
ious to see, a8 one of the big things on this little 
planet of ours. When I look down into its crater I 
may possibly obtain a good smell of the infernai 
regions where all good Freethinkers are supposed to 
go, when Comstock, Colgate, and Benedict get 
through tormenting them above ground, while they 
take themselves off to Paradise, with a high wall 
all around it, a big. iron gate and a ponderous lock, 
the key of which is held by St. Peter, there to sing 
the endless song of Moses and the Lamb, and bow 
eternally before the white throne, and he who sits 
thereon, and the beast, and the four and twenty 
elders. Oh, what a lovely time that will be, to be 
sure! Leaving Vesuvius I will turn my face 
homeward, via Turin, Mt. Cenis tunnel, Dijon, Paris, 
London, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Belfast, Dublin, Cork, 
Queenstown, and then by a Cunard steamer to New 
York. By that time I think I will be ready to 
pitch into hard work again and try to make up for 
lost time. 

Before leaving the subject of this Congress alto- 
gether, I ought to say a word more about the num- 
ber.of editors who attended it. I have mentioned 
Mes. Besant and Miss Bradlaugh of the National 
Reformer, Mr. Watts of the Secular Review, Mr. 
Standring of the Republican, and others, and there 
were also Dr. Edward Engler, editor of the Maga- 
zine of Foreign Literature in Berlin; Charles M. 
Limousin, Paria ; M. La Pellatier, also of Paris; R. 
C. d'Ablaing Van Gastenburg of the Dageraad, 
Amsterdam; M. de Goey, of Amsterdam, and several 
others whose names I omitted getting. They are all 
Radicals of the most radical stamp, and among them 
appeared the very peaceful and non-combative editor 
of Tur Truru SEEKER, in my opinion the greatest 
paper of them all. It certainly is the largest, and I 
trust the good Liberals of America will continue to 
regard it as the best. For that I toil, and that it 
may truly be the case I will continue to struggle. 

Now l must tell you more about Brussels. - There 
is.a good deal to be said, and: I fear I will not be 
able to be as minute with you in wy narrations ag 
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anniversary of the independent government of Bel- 
gium. The entire city was all ablaze with the 
flags. Almost every house had-one or more flags 
floating in the breeze. It is a moderate estimate to 
say that there were not less than ten thousand flags 
out on duty. Every street was lined with them. It 
was flags on the right of us, flags on the left of us, 
flags before us, flags behind us, everywhere flags, 
flags, flags. Let me give you a recipe for making 
the flag of Belgium, of medium size. Take two 
and a half yards each of -black, yellow, and red 
bunting, sew them together in the order named, and 
fasten the black portion to a flag-staff ten feet long 
with a golden spear head at the upper end, and you 
have the thing exactly. Hang out ten thousand of 
these in a city of 200,000 inhabitants and you will 
have some idea how Brussels looked when we first 
saw it. True their flag is not half so pretty as our 
American flag is, and perhaps it ought not to be. 
We have undoubtedly got the handsomést flag in 
the world, and probably it is all right that it is so. 
I don’t know how long this fete has lasted, but I 
think several weeks. It closed on Sunday, a week 
ago, with decidedly the finest pageant I ever wit- 
nessed. It was rich in the extreme, perfect and 
beautiful beyond description, and I fear I cannot re- 
member it well enough to tell you all about it, but 
I can “make a stagger” at it, at any rate. It was 
chiefly a cavalcade with companies of footmen and 
musicians interspersed all through the procession. 
It was of a historical and allegorical character. The 
object was to represent this country as it climbed up 
through the last ten centuries. A company of cav- 
alry and a company of footmen representing the 
uniforms, arms, musical instruments, eto., etc., of the 
different preceding centuries. The soldiers of the 
12th, 13th, and 14th centuries looked decidedly 
primitive and antique. The crossbows, spears, and 
javelins looked very different from the arms of 
to-day. The martial music of those days was 
altogether different from now. One band, repre- 
senting a special era, all played the bagpipe, as they 
used to in olden times, which sounded rather curious. 
It was interesting to note the changes and evolu- 
tions that took place in the matter of soldiers and 
military warfare from century to century. A com- 
pany of seventeen beautiful young ladies on horse- 
back, and richly attired, represented the seventeen 
provinces of Belgium and Holland; ten other young 
ladies represented the provinces of Belgium as it 1s 
now. Then came persons representing the province 
of Belgium as it is to-day. Then two persons, very 
riehly attired, represented the pure King Leopold 
III. and his queen. In the procession were several 
very grand and gorgeous cars of very large size, and 
costing a great deal of money. One represented, 
allegorically, Belgium as she was one hundred years 
ago, and one, the grandest of all, as she is to-day. 
One represented the artisans of Belgium producing 
all the wares and. manufactures that can be 
thought of. One was devoted to printing. On 
this car men were setting type, and running a 
a printing press, and turning off circulars, and dis- 
tributing them to the crowds through which they 
passed. These cars were drawn by eight horses 
each, save the agricuitural car, which was drawn by 
twenty-four oxen, decked out in grand style. This 
was a large car, and had the products of the farm, 
the threshing of the grain, its conversion into flour, 
etc. I cannot tell all, for I did not understand all, 
and cannot now remember all that I then under- 
stood. I have seen many processions, some that 
were longer than this, but never one gotten up in 
such grand style, and never one that was manipu- 
lated with such precision and perfection. The 
dresses worn by the men and women, as well as the 
coverings of the horses, were gotten up in very rich 
style, no expense, seemingly, having been spared in 
making the display a grand success. The whole 
thing must have cost at least 50,000 francs. 
Remember, this gorgeous pageant took place on 
Sunday, and in a very Christian country too. But 
Catholics care little more for Sunday than they do 
for the Bible; both are held to be of far less im- 
portance than the authority of the church and the 
dicta of the bishops and priests. Sunday, in 
Catholic countries, is a grand gala day. A few go 
to mass in the morning, and after that they can 
amuse themselves by card playing, drinking beer, 
going into the fields and woods, going hunting, rid- 
ing about, or almost anything else they wish to. It 
is only the Puritan Protestants that. make such a 
senseless fuss about the rigid observance of Sunday, 
and they have not the slightest authority for it. 
Neither Chriat, the apostles, nor the early Fathers 
ever enjoined the keeping of the Sabbath. All that 
these Puritans find in the Bible to found their Sun- 
day bigotry upon is, “Remember the Sabbath and 
keep it holy,” but that referred to Saturday, and not 
Sunday, and no authority can be shown from any 
source worthy of any attention why Saturday was 


|set aside and Sunday substituted in its place. If 


God did say keep Saturday holy, the Christian Puri- 
tam bigots’ had’ not the feebleat authority in the 


be the holy day. I deny, and defy proofs to the con- 
trary, that God or his son Jesus ever gave a. command 
that Sunday should be kept holy. If any day is to 
be kept holy, it is the original Sabbath, Saturday, 
and none other. And even the observance of Sat- 
urday is an old Jewish commandment, and is 
more binding for us than to be circumcised and 
burn the blood and flesh of bulls and he-goats to 
make a sweet savor in the nostrils of Yahveh. This: 
reminds me of what Mr. Le.Lubez, of London, said 
in the Congress about Protestantism. He said, “Of 
allthe religions in the world, Protestantism is the 
most stupid and senseless," and I think he was 

rect, l 

On the evening of the same Sunday was a gran 
display of fireworks to put the finishing touches t 
the grand fete. After the Congress was over man 
of us walked a mile or so to witness the further des 
ecration of this holy day. Hundreds of rockets wer 
sent up, thousands of Roman candles were shot, and 
some elegant pieces were presented. One was a. 
grand temple of fire, which lasted several minutes 
and changed color several times while in view, It 
was indeed grand. , 

It occurred to me that this day's celebration was 
a very sensible one, and I could not help thinking 
how much more appropriate it was than our noisy 
Fourth of July celebrations in which firing cannons, 
guns, pistols, and ten million firecrackers is thought 
by the rising population to be the very acme of fun 
and jollity, but which is thoroughly to be dreaded 
by any person who has a spoonful of common sense. 
Connected with the early history of our country, 
the causes which led to the revolution for liberty, 
the warfare which grew out of it, ànd the series of 
events which subsequently took place, would all be 
proper subjects for historical and allegorical display 
and tableaux; and how much more pleasant and 
sensible it would be than all this insane and danger- 
ous popping and firing, tearing of noses and fingers, 
which young America persists in keeping up. Can- 
not our young men and boys learn a little good sense ? 

Mr. Rawson and I went one evening to see the 
wild animals—a very good collection of lions, tigers, 
panthers, hyenas, etc. At a given time in the 
evening a large dinner bell rang, and it seemed the 
animals had all suddenly gone crazy. They jumped 
up and began to walk rapidly back and forth in 
their cages with the greatest impatience. The half 
a dozen lions or more had been lying very quietly 
and stupidly as though they were half asleep, but 
when the bell rang they were uP as lively even ag 
the hyenas, which acted as though they would jum 

out of their cages. What did all this turmoil an 
uproar mean? The hour had come for the animals 
to be fed. They knew what the ringing of the bell 
meant, and evidently meant not to be still another 
instant until they received a chunk of meat for their 
supper. Soon a large quantity of meat, from the size 
of a man’s head down, was taken around in.the 
sight of the animals. Their-impatience and hurry 
for supper seemed to have no limits. The more’ 
they saw the pieces of meat the more they wanted 
to get hold of them. The keepers seem to delight 
in aggravating the animals just at- this time, and in 
making them act their very worst. They would not 
give the animals their piece of meat until they 
jumped very high for it, howling and roaring in the 
most ferocious manner all the time. At length they 
were all fed their meat except the bears, to each of 
which a loaf of bread was given instead of meat. 
After supper the lions indulged in a terrible concert 
of awful roaring, feeling bad, I presume, because 
the meat did not last longer, but in a little while all 
became quiet, when one of the keepers entered the 
cages and put the animals through such a course of 
exercise as I never saw before. lle was truly the 
master of all of them. He was in the cages with 
the tigers, the bears, the hyenas, the wolves, and 
three large he-lions at one time. The way he made 
them jump, leap, and roar was a caution. [saw Van 
Amburg and others enter the lions’ cages many 
years ago, but never saw such perfectly trained ani- 
mals before. The lions, though they roared fero- 
ciously and looked at times as though they would 
tear him to pieces, at his command became as docile 
as kittens. The large white Polar bear who looked 
as though he wanted to crush somebody to death, 
became very obedient to his master and went through 
all the performances required of him. The same 
with the grizzly bear. lt was quite a sight. The 
giraffe or camelopard was the best specimen I ever 
saw; the elephant was young, and the camels rather 
below par. One lioness had young cubs. : 

On the first day here we went with Dr. de Paepe 
to the building where the International Congress of 
Education was being held. Several Englishmen, 
and Americans were in attendance. Various sub- 
jects were being discussed. We went through the. 
scientific and educational museum, where all the 
appliances for imparting information to students. 
and scholars were arranged. 

The Brusselians are justly proud of their picture 
gallery. I visited it twice, once Mr. Rawson and 
myself alone, and afterwards with the three ladies. 
It is fine, but not equal'in extent to the gallerieg.in 


world for getting it aside and saying Sunday should! London and Paris, The statuary is also good, ~ 
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Of course we could not do less than callat the proper manner. I think it suited me better than 
cathedral, We do not like to let one of. the big the cathedral worsbip of images and-stone and dry 
cathed ala escape our notice. We are too pious for goods with no life in them. 
that. This is à grand specimen of ecclesiastical There are eight or ten other fine churches in the 
architecture. It is called the finest building in city, where are holy peimtinge by Rubens, Plumier, 
Brussels, and is famous for its superb painted glass, Gerard, Vandyke, Dedrick, and others, with stat- 
considered by many the finest in the world. The ues, carved pulpits, confessionals, more virgins, baby 
choir dates from the 13th century, but the other gods, dying gods, and all that. But I dià not go to 
parts of the edifice are a century younger. The see them all, and would not advise anybody else to. 
statues of the twelve apostles, larger than life, and A curious and interesting place to go to is Wiertz’ 
attached to the pillars of the main aisle, are fine, and Muzeum. Wiertz was undoubtedly a great artist 
by Duquesnay. The highly carved confessionals and was a Belgian. He died in 1865, perfectly 
are by VanDelen, and so on. The chapel of the insane. He was a man of wealth, and painted pic- 
Holy Sacrament, on the right of the high altar, is tures just in keeping with his insane notions. Some 
rich in marble and stained glass. The five large of them are immensely large, immensely grand, and 
windows were put up in 1546-7. "They represent in immensely non-understandable. He painted heaven 


the upper part the story of the miraculous wafers, and hell, and in the latter the eternal flames, devils, 


and in the lower part the donors of the windows— gorgons, serpents a hundred feet long, with flames 
Charles V. and Isabella, Ferdinand and Anne, of fire streaming from their throats; with devils 
Francis I and Eleanor; Louis of Hungary, and dragging and pulling poor hapless beings down into 
Mary; John of Portugal, and Catherine. This is the the eternal flames, and God don’t care anything 
way these grand old cathedrals obtained so many about them. 
fine stained windows and expensive paintings. Some -There are over one hundred pieces in all The 
stupid king who had robbed his équally stupid sub- most distinguished are Napoleon in hell, the flames 
jects was made by the bishops to believe that his streaming up around, and he looking as though he 
future escape from hell depended upon his giving a did not care a single d—n about it ; the Greeks and 
good share of his stolen wealth to the Lord Jesusin 'Trojans contending for the body of Patroclus, 
the shape of a fine stained window, ora 20,000 franc ‘which looks very bad for Patroclus; a Homeric 
picture. Of course Jesus is very fond of stained combat, wherein is portrayed an immense great 
windows and gorgeous paintings by the old masters, giant, through whose body another great giant has 
. and, of course, also, they have to be forthcoming, as thrust an immense great spear, whereupon the stuck 
very likely Jesus would eonsign them headlong to man looks quietly around as though it did not hurt 
the fiery lake which has no bottom, from which there him very much. Another of the huge pictures is 
is no getting out, and whose heat is so intense that called: Polyphemus devouring the companions of 
no thermometer has ever been made ‘able to test it. Ulysses (oh, if it had only been Ulysses S. Grant!), 
The beautiful carved pulpit of this cathedral was in which Polyphemus is represented as nearly a 
begun in 1699 by Verbruggen, but the job was too hundred feet tall and he is complacently bending 
much for him and had to be completed by Vander- over and picking up the companions of Ulysses, no 
hegen in 1786, allowing nearly a hundred years to bigger than his thumb, and eating them down as 
make one pulpit. It represents the expulsion of though they were strawberries. It looks as though 
Adam and Eve from the garden of Eden. The fig- it would take a hundsed or two of them to make 
ures are life size. The Tree of Knowledge supports Polyphemus a good dinner. Another painting is 
the pulpit, and that is supposed to be life size also. called the Revolt of the Infernals against the An- 
Oh, what a pretty story about the snake and the fell gels, but it is so mixed up, the legs, arms, and 
of Adam and Eve, to be sure! There have been bodies engaged in the awful riot, that I will not 
millions in it, and there are still millions more in it. undertake to explain it, but it is very huge.. To be 
Men and women have paid untold sums of money to understood it must be seen—and then it will not be. 
the priests to prevent that old snake from catching I suppose all great painters are more or less crazy, 
them, and millions more will be paid by fools equally but poor Wiertz was rather crazier than common. 
as great. |^ * Golgotha” is another of those indescribable and 

The two towers of the cathedral are 228 feet high, non-understandable paintings. If you want to know 
and as the edifice stands upon high ground an all about it you must come and see it yourselves, for 
extensive view is obtained from the top. you cannot depend upon my giving you a correct 

As we entered the holy sanctuary we saw a few description of it. The task is beyond my capacity. 
dozen holy candies burning at the entrance of the It is the same with the large piece called “The 
chapel of the Holy Sacrament, and very soon per- Triumph of Christ.” "Thereis a great deal of it, but 
ceived that a man of God, with along black gown, you cannot prove what it means by me. Christ 
with all the fixings in a lighter color over it, and a appears to be on a cross, but there is so much glory 
shaven spot on the crown of his head, was celebrat- all around him that the cross can scarcely be seen, 
ing mass. He had an excellent voice, and he but away down below there appear to be lots of 
chanted the Latin phrases in the most beautiful unhappy looking wretches who do not seem to have 
style; and as his voice died away, the organ, at the triumphed to any great extent. Perhaps the tri- 
front end of the nave,nearly an eighth of amile away, umph of Christ consists in his getting so much the 
caught up the sound, and its sonorous tones rolled advantage over those other poor fellows. i 
and reverberated through those tall arches and The one entitled “Things of the Present before 
stately pillars in the grandest possible manner; then the Man of the Future,” I thought I could under- 
the choir took up the refrain, and, in full and har- stand, and that it had some considerable meaning. 
monious voice, just added perfection to the effort. The roan of the future is a very large, wise-looking 
It was indeed a grand musical display. I have not persom, with a monstrous large, expansive hand. 
80 fiue an ear for music as some, but that filled it. In that hand he has crowns, castles, cannons, swords, 
I turned to Mr. Rawson, and said, “If that don’t miters, and all that sort of things. They must 
have a favorable effect on Yahveh I don't know look pretty small to him, for they did to me as I 
what iu the world will.” I liked it so well that I stood looking at them. I hope the time will come 
remembered it this morning, and went over to hear when they will look small and undesirable to every- 
mass performed again, and I was almost spellbound, body to the extent that they will not want them any 
You remember what the old quotation says, “ Music more. 
hath charms to soothe the savage breast.” Yes, Another picture called the “Last Cannon, or the 
‘mine was soothed. I liked the music far better than End of War," I could partly understand. Some 
the flammery and utter nonsense that was used in good female of very large proportions was twisting 
connection with it. They had the Virgin Mary— and breaking that last cannon right in two in the 
about the size of an ordinary woman—dressed in the middle. I was glad to see it go, and hoped men 
finest silk robes and’ dressed like a queen. She, would make no more. 
stood on a pedestal in the main aisle, and the sim-| Another set of Wiertz’ pictures which I thought I 
pletons gathered around this image and worshiped could wnderstand were his female figures. I must 
it as the mother of God. I could not help pitying say I think they are the lovliest of any I have seen— 
their stupidity and ignorance. And then high up in so sweet, so beautiful, so pure and heavenly. The 
the altar was another statue of the Virgin ina mysti- beat Rubens’ and Rembrandt’s away outof sight in 
cal niche, with light thrown upon it from an unseen my estimation. Wiertz may have been insane on 
gas jet, 80 as to produce almost a magical effect, gorgons, devils, and such monstrosities, but take my 
looking as though the Virgin was bathed in brilliant word for it, his “head was level” in painting beau- 
glory. This, I believe, was to represent the immac- | tiful women. . I think I fell in love with some half 
ulate conception, and here were more poor fools} a dozen of them, and I didn't half try. I can’t tell 
worshiping this senseless statue. I turned away|you any more about Wiertz? Museum now, though 
sorrowfully, saying, in my heart, Verily, verily, this; I have not told you near half. I must scatter my 
is idol-worahip of the crudest kind. As well wor-|attentions round sort "o equally, you know. 
ship Isis, Ishtar, Saravasta, Diana, Juno, Ceres, or : 

Venus. It is all the same idolatry—all the same 
absurd nonsense.  . 

On my return to my hotel I was regaled with around Brussels ; in fact, the greater part that is 
music that suited me almost as well, for it was made in the world. Everybody has heard of Brus- 
accompanied by dancing. In the hall where the sels lace. I was desirous to visit a lace factory, and 
Congress was held is a piano. The hall is two! did so with Mesdames Bristol and Foote ; and now 

' stories high, and at one end isa gallery overlooking I know more about lace than I ever did before. 


THE LACE MANUFACTORIES. 


the hall. My room opens into this gallery, and all, Lace is a big thing. We went to the fine establish- 


Thad to do was to step out of my room and look|ment of Madame Boval de Beck’s, No. 74 Rue 
down upon the thirty happy young couples waltzing | Royal; one of the largest manufactories of that deli- 
roqud and romid theroor ju the most avimatéd and | 
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The Madame speaks very: 


A great amount of lace is manufactured. in and: 


‘pate sod beautiful article jm Brussels, and conse; 


quently in the world. 
good English, so even I could understand sumethin 
of the mysteries of making lace. She showed ug 
the different processes by which lace is made. She 
informed us that she had some four hundred and 
fifty women in her establishment, working twelve 
hours per day at this very confining, critical work, 
We did not see the whole four hundred and fifty 
women, but a fair sample, I presume, In Brussels 
and the surrounding towns there are over forty 
thousand lace makers who follow that business and 
little or nothing else! What do you think of that? 
All genuine lace is made by hand and of the fiber of 
flax or silk. The flax thread is spun extremely fine, 
a few degrees coarser than the spider’s web. | Some 
writers state that the flax has to be spun in cellarg 
where the air is rather damp, so as not to act unfa- 
vorably on the delicate fiber, but: the Madame 
rather disputed the correctness of that: oft-repeated 
statement. She said it was spun in the country, by 
hand, but not in cellars. Ds a 
There are numbers of varieties of lace. The first 
woman we came to was one making what is called 
Brussels lace. It is made with bobbins, a little 
spool of the finer white linen thread, with a handle 
to it, and the lace is made by weaving and braiding 
by dextrously and rapidly handling those bobbins, 
A marked pattern lies under the work, which is the 
guide the lace maker has to go by ; and then the 
way she makes those bobbins fly, interchanging them 
and mixing them up, is indeed a miracle. ‘lhis one 


had some seventy-five bobbins to manipulate. We. 


saw another who had four hundred, and the Madame 
told us that sometimes more than two thousand 
bobbins were used on one piece of lace. With such 
high numbers of bobbins the lace-niaker has to pay 
the strictest attention to what she is doing, often 
working for days together without speaking a word 
lest she make a mistake with some of the bobbins. 
As they work along they stick in a pen every few 
minutes to keep the lace made in its place. We 
saw at least two thousand bobbins stuck closely in 
one piece of work. 

The point lace, which is the real, true lace, is 
made wholly with a needle, and no bobbins are used 
at all. This is the slowest to make, and the most 
critical, but it is valued the highest, and commands 
much the greatest price. Of this kind of lace it 
often takes a woman a week to make.a piece two 
inches square. Every stitch or mesb, and every 
part of the leaf or flower, has to be placed with ex- 
quisite care ; but it does look most beautiful and 
neat when done, 

Another variety is the Brussels and point lace 
combined. 1 think this is called Duchess lace. An- 
other kind is where the groundwork is woven in a 
delicate loom for the business, and the leaves, flow- 
ers, etc., of point lace and made with the needle, are 
skilfully attached to it. That kind looks beautiful, 
I believe that is called Venice lace, at least that is 
the name for one of the varieties. Bat oh, this work 
takes the life and soul of the women who follow 
that trade for a livelihood. They are indeed ‘to be 
pitied. They have to begin when they are twelve 
or fourteen years of age and work several years be- 
fore they are masters of the work and are capable 
of commanding wages.. And when they receive full 
wages, what do you suppose they amount to? Why, 
from a franc and a half to two francs a day. This 
last sum is the highest; that is rather less than 
thirty or forty cents per day ! And this for the 
simple privilege of breathing and living in this 
world. It is dreadful to think of indeed. . Little 
do the gay butterflies of fashion think while they 
are fluttering in the sunlight or gaslight, what toil, 
what agony, what tears and wretchedness on the 
fairest part of God’s creation, the articles of rich lace 
which they flaunt and flutter have cost, No! no! 
they little think how many hay toiled in sorrow and 
pain that they who have never really earned a cent 
in the world may dazzle and shine! But so the 
world goes. This is the justice which Christians 
tell us is “divine.” Devils certainly could not 
make it much worse. 

We saw several making the various kinds of lace 
of the white linen, and others again with black silk, 
and all of different figures and patterns, New pat- 
terns are constantly being devised, and these are all 
gotten up by men. We saw the pattern for a bed- 
spread that would require thirty-two women to work 
constantly forsix months to complete, or one woman 


sixteen years. Some pieces are still more intricate . 


and involve much more labor. Some of these goods 
command fabulous prices. The bed-spread I think 
cost 20,000 francs; a trail to a lady's dress 7,000 


francs ; a dress in point-lace 16,000 franca. Single. 


pieces of goods hav been gotten up that have sold 
for 1,000,000 francs. l : 

There is hardly any end to the variety of artioles 
that are manufactured of lace for ladies’ wear and 
use. Among them may be named Skirts, trails, 
rufües, trimmings, dresses, shawls, flounces, tippets, 
collars, head dresses, fans, parasols, handkerchiefs, 
ete., ete, Í l 

Of course, after so much kindness had been shown 
us by Madame de Beck we could not do less than 
patyonize her to. some extent. I purchased what is 


ille. 
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called a “knot,” which. ladies wear on their bosoms. | tens of thousands of francs, Here were at work | road. I eould not see but it was just a8 good as 
Mrs. Bristol bought one of the same, and Mrs. diamond cutters. I saw at least a thousand dia- steam, nor why it should not come into general use. 
Foote two or three similar articles, My purchase monds, cut and uncut, and of all sizes, the largest There would certainly be less danger of bursting 


was for.my good little wife at home. When the 
Madame learned that I should write and print some- 
thing about her establishment in my paper she 
presented me with a pair of ends for a necktie for 
my wife also, so I trust that the patient, good, for- 
bearing woman will look pretty when she is decked 
out with these lace fixings. 

The Madame informed us that she had customers 
in nearly all civilized countries, and that she has 
heavy customers in Paris, London, New York, etc. 
Iu the latter city, A. T. Stewart & Co., Arneld, 
Constable & Co., and others. So much for lace. 

The Museum of Antiquities occupies the ancient 
Porte de Hal, in the southern part of the city, 
erected in 1381. It is after the style of: the old 
castle and towers of heavy stone. It was in this 
castle that the bloody Alva immured his helpless 
victims, It contains a highly interesting collection 
of arms, armor, and other warlike articles used in 
medieval and renaissance periods. Here are the 
queerest old firearms ever seen, and in great num- 
bers. Some extremely clumsy, heavy, and awkward, 


‘and some inlaid in ivory and pearl, in the most 


elaborate manner, which must have requiréd years 
of labor. Here were the old cross-guns, and any 
quantity of battle axes, battle knives, spears, pikes, 
swords in all styles, sabers, rapiers, bayonets, etc., 
in all conceivable shapes and styles. Here also the 
most intricate carvings in wood and the most exten- 
sive I ever saw—sideboards, bureaus, cabinets, 
bedsteads, tables, etċ., made hundreds of years ago, 
and with a wonderful amount of artistic work upon 
them. Also wood. sculpture of life size of saints 
and martyrs without number, and pulpits and confes- 
sionals, carved most curiously and laboriously, that 
absolutely defy description. Here were old ivory 
carvings of the most elaborate kinds, made several 
centuries ago, images, ships, and designs of scores 
of things. I cannot give you any adequate idea of 
it. The old locks and keys made hundreds of years 
ago were very odd.. The pottery, cut glass, and metal- 
lic work were very-antique, and worthy of a much bet- 
ter description than I can give. Three capacious 
floors were filled with these and all other conceiva- 
ble old-fashioned manufactures. One floor is 
devoted to Egyptian antiquities, and those from 
other oriental nations. here were sarcophagii, 


of which is valued at a million. Here are also fac 
similes of the Koh-i-noor and the “Big Mogul,” or 
* Big Sultan," I forget which ; but at all events the 
largest diamonds in the world, and the counterfeits 
| did me just as well as though they had been genuine. 
Here also are workers in gold and silver ornaments, 
carrying on their work right before your eyes. And 
here also was the government mint. Here are lots 
of straps or bands of gold, silver, and copper, just 
the right width and thickness, and punching ma- 
chines, dies, and presses were at work making them 
into money, with the figure-head of Leopold III. 
upon them. I wanted only a hatful, but they would 
not let me have 2 single piece. Il would have been 
content with a brick or two of the gold in the cases, 


there. There are hundreds of dies, for making all 
denomínations of money, and nearly every one had 
Leopold on it. After all, money has certain attrac- 
tions that nothing else has." I presume that is the 
reason they are so careful in the exhibition to keep 


it out of reach of the vulgar and worldly minded. 
Spectacle makers were also plying their trade there, 
. Three paper mills were doing a lively business, 
grinding the rags up into pulp, and drawing it out 
into paper, drying it on heated cylinders, pressing it 
and cutting it up into sheets, right before your eyes, 
and all in the space of a very few minutes. . And 
close by were ruling machines doing the ruling, and 
some twenty inops and lithographic presses doing 
printing of all conceivable kinds, with several com- 
positors setting type. Close by was an extensive 
hatter's shop, turning out hats very rapidly, taking 
the crude material and working it up into hats, 
working them together in the kettle, blocking them, 
pressing them, and turning them out all completed 
about as quick as I am telling you about it. Many 
of these workmen are women. Candy makers were 
out in full numbers and making theirsweet wares in 
quantities and selling them pretty rapidly also. 
Bakers’ goods, especially the fruit cakes, were out in 
full show. The cases of perfumers’ goods were very 
interesting and extensive. A great amount of per- 
fumery is put up here. The cordials and fine liquors 
made a fine show, and many of them looked nive 
enough to taste of. i 
The. knitting, sewing, and weaving machines 


~ mummies, cofins, pottery, idols, bronzes, glassware, should not be passed unnoticed. The chocolate 


and ever so much more which I will not undertake | manufacture seems to be quite a branch here, and a 


to name. 


In this building is the cradle of Charles V., rood- 


screens, fonts, altarpieces, shrines, vases, cups, etc., 
without end. Here, too, are the bow and mantle of 
Montezuma, emperor of Mexico, and thousands 
of other curious objects too numerous and too 
tedious to mention, or even to think of. So we will 
let them pass. ^ 
THE NATIONAL EXHIBITION. 


This interested me more than anything else I have 


large show is made of chocolate in all forms, and 
especially in the image of Leopold III. Cast-iron 
wares Were abundant and very respectable in qual- 
ity and styles. Brass works the same. In fact I 
cannot tell you whatis not there. There are over 
600 contributors, but probaly uot quite that many 
different kinds of goods, so if Í do not mention 
one-tenth part of the-kinds, I trust you will not 
blame me. Who could remember 80 much ? 

Art in all ite branches was well represented, in- 


but they were not giving them out the day I was|. 


seen in Brussels. Of course it does not equal in |Cluding painting, statuary, engravings, photographs, 
articles from foreign countries what was seen in our lithographs, etc, Chemical preparations must not 
Philadelphia International Exposition, as it is de-|be forgotten. They were there in large numbers 
signed to exhibit the productions and manufactures | and extremely creditable in appearance. The furni- 
of Belgium alone ; and it is wonderful how small a|ture, cabinet work, etc., is neat and artistic. 

country—only fifty years a nation by itself—can do| The department of Retrospective Art is extremely 
so much, full and interesting. Here are tapestries hundreds 
. The grounds used for exhibition purposes must|of years old in great quantities ; ancient plate of 
comprise nearly a hundred acres, and it seems that both gold and silver ; hundreds and perhaps thou- 
nearly a fourth part is covered with the Exhibition sands of coins of all denominations and ages ; seals 
buildings. The halls, galleries, wings, etc., are got- ditto; carved furniture and woodwork, until one be- 
ten up in fine style, and the cases containing the comes weary of looking. Books of the early years 
manufactured articles are showy and splendid./of printing are in great numbers, and more fine 
Everything is extremely well arranged. Here are| volumes executed or ornamented by hand than I 
almost all kinds of goods manufactured in the|saw in the British Museum. I saw many of the 
world, and of excellent quality too. I cannot think oddest looking old watches every made ; some were 
ef one-quarter of the beautiful goods I saw there, |as thick through as across and look as theugh they 
and have not the time to enumerate could I think of | might hav been made in the year |, The same of 
them. I will mention a few which occur to me just lots of other things, but I may as well stop here as 
now, any where. You must guess ai the rest, and Iam 
First, then, there are acres covered with agricul- sare if you guess all you want to, you will not over- 
tural implements of all conceivable kinds, from the | guess. It would be difficult to over-estimate this fine 
threshing machine, reaper, farm-wagona, to plows of exhibition, It isa great credit to this little country 


all kinds, cultivators, hoes, etc. ; mills of all kinds, 
and running and doing good word ; hardware and 
eutlery of all conceivable varieties ; wood work and 
woods in an endless variety ; engines of all kinds, 
some of one thousand horse-power ; one of these 


to make such a fine display. One is lost in wonder 
how so small a country can do 80 much and so well, 
It will have to be admitted that the Belgians are 4 
very artistic, ingenioua people. When we were 
thoroughly wearied we returned to the fine garden 


was pumping water and making a large and heau-|of two acres of exotic plants, under cover, and lis- 
Md sumed more beautiful than many natural | tened to music by the band. Just outside of this; 
ones which people have traveled thousands of miles|is an elevator for taking people one or two hundred 
to witnegs. ‘This water was pumped up and poured | feet up into the air by steam. Rawson and J went 
down into the great reservoir hundreds of times, up a trip, and I earnestly remarked to bim that pos- 
and it occurred to me, while thus in constant mo-|sibly that might be gbout ag near heaven as he 
tion, and used over and over again, it was water | would ever get. At all events we had another good 
still (Ahem !) . {view of the city and ite tile roofs, | : 

Locomotives and railroad cars are herein great| After we left the main buildings we walked 
numbers, of the European pattern; none like the|around among the smaller buildings where various 
American. Here were glassware, pottery, common | coarse articles were exhibited, among the rest, a 
and fine, window glass of the finest description, and | frame tower of bells of all sizes from the largest to 
cylinders of glass, not cut, ten and fifteen feet long. | the least. Among other curiosities was an electric 
Here were woolen, cotton, and linen fabrics of all railroad which ran a circuit of a third of a mile 
qualities and styles, And here is the greatest dis-| quite rapidly and without the use of steam I paid 
play of lace perhaps ever seen in the world. Here|the requisite number of centimes and, with a dozen 
are lace goods single pieces of which are priced at‘ or two others, took my first ride on an electric rail- * 


‘boilers, or scalding with the hot steam in case of an 
accident. I shall wish well for the electric railroad. 


DN 


ANTWERP. 


On Thursday the 2d we went to Antwerp, or 
Antwerper, as the old Dutch name used to be, or 
Anvers, as the French call it (pronounced On- 
vairs). I suppose it is about twenty-five or thirty 
miles from Brussels, for it took usa little over an 
hour to get there, and is a flourlshing city of 150,000 
inhabitante. The country is a most beautiful gar- 
den the entire distance. We passed Ma'ines and 
many other villages. In fact the farmhouses are 
80 near together that it seems like a village almost . 
all the way. f 
Antwerp is an old town, and being nearer Holland 
than this place is considerably more Dutchified. 
Many of the streets, which they calls canals, are 
narrow, crooked, and irregular, with many of the 
buildings standing gable-end to the street, like the 
piciures of Dutch towns I. used to wonder at when 
a child. ‘Lhe buildings are not all of this kind, as 
many are modern and beautiful. 

A plenty of dog carts and donkey-carts are seen 
in Antwerp. I noticed one dog-team working 
four abreast. -The drays or trucks are of singular 
appearance, the body being a long flat bed bung - 
within ten or twelve inches of the ground. This 
saves lifting the load very high. Monstrous loads 
are hauled by a single large horse with a single pole 
or tongue or shaft and not with two shafts as in our 
country. 

Antwerp is the commeroial capital of Belgium, 
and the largest seaport in the kingdom. Steamers 
and other vessels were lying at the docks, and 
much maritime business is transacted there. It is 
also said to enjoy a flourishing trade in all lines and 
to be far more prosperous now than in the times 
when its political troubles were 80 great. 

It is intensely Catholic, and shrines on the houses 
at the corners of the streets are frequent. We saw 
numbers of these shrines, consisting of the Virgin 
and the baby God. I presume they are put up for 
protection; they keep away lightning, fires, etc. 
Rome is said not to contain more shrines, virgina, 
little gods, dying saviors, relics, hcly things, and all 
that pious rubbish, than does Antwerp. 

Antwerp is regarded as a city of art and artists. 
Here Rubens lived and died. It was the home of 
Vandyke, Rembrandt, Floris, Quentin, Veniers, 
Crayer, and lois of other artists. The cathedrals 
and churches are full of paintings by Rubens 
and others; full of shrines, statues, paintings, 
carved pulpits, carved saints in wood, stained win- 
dows, and all that kind of art work. 

Of course we visited the cathedral. It is a grand 
old edifice, with a spire over four hundred feet in 
hight, and the sculptured tracery is so fineon it that 
Charles V. said it ought to be kept in a glass case. 
The famous carillon of sixty bells ring out every 
seven minutes, These bells were placed in the spire 
in 1488—feur hundred years ago. The largest, 
named Carolus, after Charles V., weighs sixteen 
thousand pounds, and requires sixteecn men to ring 
it, The cathedral dates from 1352. 

In the two ends of the transept are Rubens’ most 
celebrated .painiings of Jesus’s Descent from the 


| Cross, The Elevation of the Cross, and two dozen 


more of a similar character, Somehow the cubject 
don’t seem new any more. It did very well unul I 
had seen the reprerentation of the dying God and 
the dead Christ five or six hundred times, but 
now it seems like an old worn-out tale hardly worth 
the telling. 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are here, carved 
in wood, as large as life and twice as natural, with 
twenty-rour other wooden saints, of the same size, 
and looking as thongh they had the colic extremely 
bad. I will not undertake to say how many statues 
there are in this old cathedral, but their name is 
legion, 

There is a very curiously carved old pulpit, with 
work enGugh on it to build a whole Western village. 
Tbe chapels are also numerous, and the tombs of tne 
saints and notables (with very quaint tops, cut four 
hundred years ago) who hav died, are plentiful. I 
notice there are no tombs built for the common 
poor people It is only the saints, kings, and 
butchers that.are deemed worthy of tbat honor, 

The Church of ®t Jack, or St. Jacques, is still 
more remarkable, so far as statuary is concerned. 
The high altar, screen, and rood loft are very fine. 


'The private chapels are numerous and very rich. 


Rubens’ tomb is in one of them. Here also many 
of the big ones of the earth were buried and rich 
tombs erected to their memory. Here was another 
image of the Virgin, dressed in rich silks, like a. 
large doll. Her worshipers were paying their devo- 
tions hefore her. There are many statues in this. 


church, and it looka like a gallery of sculpture.. But. 

the people wbo worship there think it all a first-class 

article of religion, and nobody knows when they will 

learn any better. 
(Continued on page 604 ) 
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| Polemic. 


Hegel’s Philosophy. 


BY VAN BUREN DENSLOW. 


the God idea, precedes symbolism, or the attempt to set 
forth the God idea to the senses. 

If we inquire whence arises the God idea, there are two 
answers, that of the intuitionists, or religionists, and the 
historians, or philosophers. The former say it is innate. 
Of this class are Hegel, Berkeley, Plato. The latter say that 


An abridged translation of Hegel’s ''ZEsthetic" has re- the god idea, or spirit idea, is the result of the imagination 
cently appeared, by Wm. M. Bryant. Mr. Harris, of St. Supplying & person, as a means for accounting for phenom- 
Louis, hes translated and is publishing Hegel’s logic in full. ena of which it seeks but fails to perceive the cause. In 

` Those who combine a knowledge both of the language of short, it is bastard science, assuming where it does not know, 
Germany and of the dialect of metaphysics are giving much and explaining where it has not investigated. Mr, Tylor, 
study to Hegel in the original. Here and there we are told president of the British Ethnological Society, in his work 
of learned divines who are indebted to their trust in Hegel on “ Primitiv Culture,” sets forth the historical theory of 
for their faith in Jesus. A summer school of philosophy at the genesis of the god idea, as follows : 
Concord identifies philosophy with Hegelianism. A journal “First and foremost among the causes which transfigure 
of speeculativ philosophy at St. Louis has for twelve years into myths the facts of daily experience, is the belief in the 
‘done the same, Not merely to the unlearned, but to most of animation of all nature, rising at its highest pitch to person- 
our acutest and most trained thinkers, Hegelianism is an un- ification. Thie, no occasional or hypothetical action of the 
known tongue. The intellectual descendants of Locke, Hume, mind, is inextricably bound in with that primitiv mental 
Comte, and the students of Spencer will denounce it as jargon. state wheré man recognizes in every detail of his world the 
Those who speak in it do not learn to translate it.to others. Operation of personal life and will. To the lower 
Its minor apostles exceed Hegel in obscurity of utterance. tribes of man, sun and stars, trees and rivers, winds and 
The maxim that clear thought must find expression in clear Clouds, become personal animate creatures, leading lives 
speech is despised. Only the indistinct charms. Only the conformed to human or animal analogies, and performing 
unintelligible reveals. Oae who does not read a line of their special functions in the universe with the aid of limbs 
Hegel five times, and a page twenty-five, before claiming to like beasts or of artificial instruments like men ; or what 
hav arrived at its full: meaning, is no true Hegelian, He men’s eyes behold is but the instrument to be used, or the 
who cannot spprehend how two persons may equally delight material to be shaped, while behind it there stands some 
in Hegel—one because he has proved that God exists, the prodigious yet half human creature, who grasps it with his 
other because he has identified God with nothing, and abso- hands or blows it with his breath. The basis on which such 
lute being with not-being—is still in the alphabet. ideas as these are built is not to be narrowed down to poetic 

Perhaps the Hegelian cloud resists penetration at its dis- fancy and transformed metaphor. They rest upon a broad 
solution. The dissection of the flower or insect ijs its Philosophy of nature, early and crude, indeed, but thought- 
death. The evasiv spirit of life defies the ahatomist’s knife ful, consistent, and quite really and seriously meant.” 
and the chemist’s acid by taking flight. If the subtle spirit The anger with which persons, gavage or civilized, will 
of Hegelianism demands this obscurity, we may not catch vent their force upon inanimate objects which get in their 
it, for at the penalty of being compelled to exhibit only the way, and invest them with qualities of obstinacy, cruelty, 
cage from which the bird has flown we shall be clear, ,etc., as seen in a man kicking or cursing the stool over 

Hegel died fifty years ago, As Disraeli would say, which he stumbles, as if it were a responsible being, indi- 
* Many things hav happened since then." Many of the cates the same capacity of clothing inanimate objects with 

premises which scholars then reasoned upon they hav since personal attributes. Victor Hugo pictures the same instinct 
ceased even to reason for. jin Cosette, who having no doll used the first object she came 

Hegel's “Æsthetic " was a pioneer work in its effort to to, quite indifferent whether it was a towel or a bootjack, 
prove that the development of art was governed by princi- and intent only for the time on loving, in it, those angelic 
ples or laws. It had been thought the product of inspiration qualities of cherubic infantil beauty and winning helpless- 
in the artist. A pioneer never perfects. i ness with which her own conscious fancy inspired it. 

Art is that which pleases while serving. It adapts means Having idealized it thus, it would hav been a source of real 
to ends so fitly that the soul thrills with the sense of har- grief to her to hav assured her that she was nursing a mere 
mony. ` [towel or bootjack, and, though she herself knew it, she 
Hegel thought that art was the daughter of religion. He would only be prevented by her fears from denying it. It 
never dreamed that religion was one of the daughters of was her doll, a person—her love.had transfigured it—and 
art. So there hav been beauxs who won the favor of the only malice could seek to dissolve the transfiguration, Whe- 
mother by politely mistaking her for the daughter, but in ever has witnessed the sport of puppies and monkeys must 
the elopement the daughters are always selected, Soin the hav observed that they exercise the same imaginativ quality. 
sequel Hegel ran away with religion only, leaving art, who; The early Aryans, and indeed the later Jew or Roman 
is both older and younger than religion, in the lurch. must put a personal spirit behind the lightning. Jove's 

Art, said Hegel, must begin in the symbol, and the sym- , hand hurled the bolt, and among the Jaws Jah's voice was 
bol must be the pbysical type which expresses a spiritual the thunder. Mythology was not intentional imposture, but 
idea or supernatural cause for phenomena. A. clay idol bastard science. Its unscientific theory of causes seemed to 
with seven arms may be grotesque, fantastic, but it is art those who invented it probable, to those who worshiped it 
because it is the soul or spirit struggling to express its idea true, and to all beautiful. The splitting open of the brow 
of cause. But the beaver’s dam, the oriole's swinging of Z2us (the sky) by the club of He haestus (Vulcan or 
home on the tip of the elm bough, the bee’s geometric cups divine force), to let out Pallas-Athene (Dawn), was a truer 
for holding the essence of the flowers, the deer's flight to explanation of sunrise, in the epoch of the belief in the per. 
the water-course to elude the scent of the hounde, are not sonality of all causes, than it would hav been to say that the 
art, because, though they are cunning adaptations of means same weight or gravity which made the stone fall caused 
to ends that send the sense of music through the soul, yet also that revolution of the earth on its axis which made the 
they fail to reveal any myth or ghost; they are not types sun rise. Tndeed the scientific statement, considered as a 
through which the divine or human spirit struggles to set theory of causation, would hav been far more unintelligible 
forth some theory of causation, | to the mythical mind than the mythical statement is to the 

"Art," says Hegel, ''must be religious." The tattooed scientific mind. The mind must frame theories and then 

savage, however hia skin may ape the peacock’s tail, does dart out for facts to support them. Beliefs scientifically 
not enter the domain of art until, by circumcision, baptism, false must precede observation. Faith can not wait for 
processions, crucifixions, or other type or symbol, he sets knowledge. Abstinence from belief until all the evidence 
forth some myth. Dress is not art, however fitly it may be isin is as rare and difficult an order of asceticism as abati- 
adapted to the end of warmth and comfort; but if a bishop, ' nence from food and drink until we feast upon the nectar 
in his surplice, wear a type of the ancient worship of the and ambrosia of the gods. 


mysteries with which nature surrounds the transmission of 
life, that is art, because there is a symbol setting forth a 
myth. The bow of the savage is not art, but that of Cupid ` 
is. The Maoris’ boat is not art, but that of Charon is, The 
wiles of amatory pursuit, however subtly and delicately 
passion Concealed may regpond to passion stalwartly ex- 
pressed, are not art, until a classic deity is placed behind 
each lover, and Venus is made to struggle with Diana for 
the mastery of their souls. Hegel saw no art in the chase : 
or in war except as Mercury or Mars presided overthem; no 
art in him who first discovered fire, but much in him who 
pictured Vulcan hurled from heaven by Jove and bringing 
the sacred mystery with him; no art in gathering and cook- 
ing food, but much in the myth which out of the burial and 
resurrection of the reed-corn constructed the rape of Per- 
gephone by Pluto, and the consequent worship, én the mys- 
teries of Ceres, of the holy doctrin of man’s immortal life. 
To Hegel’s mind, tilling the soil or rearing flocks and herds 
is not art, but the worship of bearded Pan with his goat’s 
legs is.. * 

In thus narrowing the domain of art to religious art only, 
Hegel makes it dawn simultaneously with superstition and 
set with German Protestantism, whereas its true dawn is 
coeval with that of mind, even in the lower animals, and it 
is yet too early to predict that it may not obtain its higk est 
excellence wholly disassociated from theological concep- 
tions. 

Before there can be that symbol which "Hegel thought 


the beginning of art, there must be the myth or theory of 
the supernatural which the symbol expresses. The belief 
in Zsus must precede’ Homer’s poems and Phidias’ statues, 
portraying bim in feature or in action. The god precedes 
the revelation, Therefore myth-making, or the creation of 


The myth-makers aimed to make the phenemena of nature 
comprehensible to the mind by satisfying the hunger of the 
soul for personal causes, a hunger which is of the essence of 
religion. 

Hegel, in beginning the analysis of art with the symbol 
instead of with the myth, evidently assumes that the mak- 
ing of the myth itself is antecedent to art. This assumption 
satisfies the intuitionist, but not the historian, of the origin 
of religious belief. To him the myth is an attempt to giv 
a true explanation of phenomena. It is science in gestation, 
groping toward its birth. It is not a spirit struggling to 
embody in matter that which is within, but an.observer 
struggling to formulate in his mind the facts which are 
without. i 

Hegel’s assumption of the duality of the universe, of 
spirit as an independent entity struggling against matter, if 
not as the Creativ First Being, originating matter by its fiat, 
had descended to him from Zoroaster and from Indra. The 
monistic theory of the universe, that spirit and matter are 
transverse and interchangeable manifestations of unity, just 
as the flame, heat, and light of the lamp are transverse and 
interchangeable manifestations cf the phenomena of com- 
bustion, or of molecular attraction, and therefore are but 
new forms of the burning materials, had hardly yet arrested 
scientific attention, 

Hegel overrides without noticing it. As in the case of 
thunder and lightning, s9 in the case of thought and passion, 
it greatly simplifies the process of accounting for it to say, 
Pshind the phenomenon there is an eternal spirit, rather 
than to say, Before this phenomenon there was a molecular 
Change. 'The former assumption is exalting, the latter de- 
pressing, and in religion whatever exalts is true, whatever 
pricks our inflation is false. 


In making art the progressiv effort of the spirit to express 
ita inner truth, Hegel labors under the difficulty of -having 
made the divine verity responsible for all the false religions 
of the world, but as a compensation for this inconvenience 
he is permitted to trace in Lutheran Protestantism the ab- 
solute divine wisdom in its unintermittent effülgence, This 
is a great desideratum, obtained at great cost. But it cuts 
off the materialistic or historical tendency to deduce Hegel's 
own views from the struggle of his metaphysical genius 
against the German Protestantism of his age, German Prot. 
estantism from the strugule of German instincts against 
Romanism, Romanism from the struggle of Christism, Paul- 
ism, and Judaism against heathenism, and heathenism itself 
from the struggles of the human mind, in a period of the 
infancy of science, to explain more ihan it really appre- 
hended of the causes of phenomena. This tracing of the 
faiths, on which our hopes are supposed to be pendent, back 
to sources of hope in which we could not be induced to 
hav faith, is depressing and unwelcome. Yet even Hegel' 
suspects this mental operation, and says (Bryant’s Trans- 
lation, page 68): “As the ideal of classic art comes to be 
realized only by the transformation of preceding elementa, 
the first point to develop consists in making manifest that it 
is truly sprung from the creativ activity of the spirits; that 
it has found its origin in the inmost and most personal 
thought of the poet and of the artist. This seems contra- 
dicted by the fact that Greek mythology rests upon ancient 
traditione, and is related to the religious doctrins of the 
peoples of the orient. If we admit all these foreign elements 
—Asiatic, Pelasgic, Dodonian, Indian, Ezyptian, Orphic— 
how can we say that. Hesiod and Homer gave to the Greek 
gods their names and their form? But these two things, 
tradition and poetic invention, may be very easily recon- 
ciled. Tradition furnishes the materials, but it does not 
bring with it the precise idea and the form which.each god 
is to represent. . This idea the great poets drew from their 
own genius, and they also discovered the actual forms ap. 
propriate to it. They were the creators of the mythology 
which we admire in Greek art.” 

As well say that the myths created Homer as that Homer 
created the myths. Neither in their present form could hav 
existed had not the other in plastic and proximate form pre- 
ceded it. : 

Hegel’s fundamental assumption that the myths and t he 
ologies were the out workings of ‘the spirit seeking to giv to 
its inner content an outward form, or to clothe its suhjec- 
tivity in otjectivity, was unfavorable to any exhaustiv study 
of the historic origin, comparativ anatomy, and geograph 
ical distribution of myths. He expressly disavows any in- 
tent to construct a philosophic theory or historic explana- 
tion of myths. Modern research, since the death of Hegel, 
has supplied more ample materials to this end than he pos- 
sessed. "Though his knowledge was minute for his period, 
it cannot compare in accuracy with that now derivable from 
Tylor's ** Primitive Culture," Dupuis‘ Origins of All the 
Religious Caltures," Michelet's “ Bible of Humanity," In- 
man’s “ Ancient Faiths Embodied in Ancient Names,” Sir 
John Lubbock's “ Origin of Civilization and Primitive Oon- 
dition of Man,” to say nothing of the light incidentally 
thrown on, these questions by Max Muller, Bunsen, Wil- 
kinson, Richard Payne Knight in “Essays on Ancient 
Worship," Hargrave Jennings in ‘‘ The Rosicrucians," and 
other sources. 

Since Hegel studied, the origin of religious myths has 
been under a course of evolution into a new science, to be 
known 83 the science of religion, and to be based on history. 
It wil be shown that allreligions hav one origin and one 
definition, viz., the explanation that man invents for phe- 
nomena whose cause he does not know. 

As the growth of any one of these myths is a sample, 
generically, of all the others, the elaborate presentation and 
careful study of one will aid us in judging of all In so 
doing we may sit in judgment on Hegel's notion that they 
are all the creations, subordinately. of poets, and, ultimate- 
ly, of God, both seaking to giv outward form and expression 
to the inner content of the spirit. ‘It will show clearly that 
they are, on the contrary, the efforts of untrained observers 
to conform the tangled and not yet understood network of 
outward phenomena to supposed rules of harmony and logic 
which govern our inferior process of thought in their earli- 
est struggles toward scientific conceptions of the universe, 

Take, for instance, the moon myth, which appears finally 
in the Jewish scriptures, as the whale swallowing Jonah, 
and, through the power of prayer, casting him out alive . 
after three days. In the Bible it aims to teuch the harmless 
moral lesson that, while prayer will save a prophet who is 
swallowed by a fish, yet it will not induce the Almighty to 
destroy a whole city in which many thousand persons (chil- 
dren) ** do not know their right hands from their left," 

_ The Greeks, Hindoos, Maoris of New Zealand, Básutos, 
and Zulus of South Africa, North American Indians, and 
probably most primitiv races, hav a sun or moon myth, 
which describes either the daily descent of the sun into 
darkness, or an eclipse of the sun or moon, or the monthly 
waning of the moon, or finally the annual descent of nature 
into winter, though in the Greek mythology the last myth 
differentiates into a distinct one from the others. 

Hither of these events, involving the extinguishment and 
reproduction of life, or.of one or the other of its two great . 
emblems, the sun and moon, is typified among all these 
nations by a hero or maiden swallowed by.a fish, whale, sea 
monster, or elephant, and cast out alive through some exer- 
cise of miraculous power. 

Ia the legend of the Ojibway, the fish is called the '' Sun- 
catcher,” and the brave, after being swallowed, is cut out of 
the fish by his sister. According to the Ottawa form, embod- 
ied in, “ Hiawatha," Manabozho (the sun), angling for the 
king of fishes (dipping into the Western waves at sunset), is 
swallowed, canoe and all (night). Then he smites the mon« 
ater’s heart with his war club. When Manabezho’s blows 


U77'—-77HeBióne and-Herakles.. The. Greek-sculpture of the whale 


The Gc Beeker, October 16, 1880. 663 


against the sun-catcher’s heart disposed the fish to vomit | begins with himself as outside the divine kingdom, assumes} Art, says Hegel, begins in a symbolic period, rises into a 
him again into the lake, the brave set his Canoe firmly across | the task of elevating himself to God, of freeing himself | classic period, and culminates in the sublime period. These 
the fish 8 throat inside, and slew him. Then the dead mon- | from the finale of doing away with nugatoriness (limita- | three periods correspond, the symbolic to nature-worship, 
ster drifted asbore, and the gulls (birds of the dawn) pecked | tions), and of becoming through this sacrifice (deadness) of | the classic to art-worship, the sublime to epirit worship. . 
an opening for Manabozho to come out. Among the Basutos | his immediate actuality that which God in his appearance | The first finds fts outcome in Persis, Indis, and Egypt; the 
the hero, like Minerva, was born of full size, but found that | as man has made objectiv as true actuality.” second in Greece and Rome; the third in Judea and Chris- 
his mother (‘he universe) had been devoured by a monster! Nor does Hegel clearly define when speaking of certain | tian Civilization. In the first the symbol, as the pyramids, 
(night). . He attacked the monster, and was swallowed | theological conceptions whether the kinds of truth he, the sphinx, the centaur, the many-brmed idols, the three- 
whole (sunset), but cutting his way out (sunrise), he eet free is attributing to them is artistic truth; d e., conform- | headed trimurti, strives to express the dignity, intent, or 
(illumined) all the inhabitants of the world. ity to the principles of beauty, or whether it is actual| greatness of spirit through the simpler geometrical quali- 
: -Among the Zulus an elephant swallows the world, includ- | truth; 2. e., conformity to the events of history. "Thus, in | ties of matter, viz., its mass, number, and form in its ruder 
ing a mother and her children. She finds in its maw (the | describing the transition from Egyptian to Greek. art, as a | aspects. . 
antipodes), forests, rivera, highlands, dogs, cattle, and vil- | transition from an unreflectiv symbol like the pyramid to &| Thus, in the pyramids, the crystalline shape and enor- 
lages of people. In this form the myth betrays a knowledge free personality like Chronos, to express duration, we | mous mass express duration—a difficult illustration, since 
that the antipodes are inhabited, which did not pertain to its | clearly perceive that he does not wish us to regard Chronos| the true meaning of the pyramids is not yet fully known. 
Greek or North American form. as an actual person, but only the ideal personality whose | In the ephiox the lion and woman express the union of the 
Among the Greeks the myth is seen in the stories of Per-| use in setting forth the conception of time is artistically | male and female principles in mature, In this stage, also, 
seus and Andromeda and Herakles and Hesione. true. He says (Bryant, p. 8) the difficult point in our in- j mankind adore the phallus as the symbol of life, light as the 
In the latter, Laomedon, father of Hesione and king of the | vestigation is to distinguish whether what are reprelented | symbol of knowledge, and make grandiose statues with 
Tonians, offers her a sacrifice to Poseidon’s (ihe ocean’s) | as personages in mythology or art possess a real individual. | many heads to express wisdom, with many arms to express 
destroying monster. To descend from imperaonations to ity or personality, or whether they contain but the empty | power, with goats’ feet to express fecundity, and with 
metaphor, he fixes his affections on commerce and risks his | semblance of it and are only mere personifications. As he} Wings to express flight. But in all this the ascendancy of 
wealth in ventures on the deep. He givs his heart or daugh-| here manifestly confounds the distinction between ‘truth | form over mass, and of harmony over number, has not yet 
ter, ¢. ¢., his wealth, to the waves. Herakles, impersonating | and the artist's conception that the person is real by de-| asserted itself. Hence men never lose sight of that which 
Labor, to rescue Hesione, springs full armed into the fish’s| scribing as a real personality that which is merely the|the symbol represents, and for that reason the symbol is 
gaping throat, where he hacks for three days, and comes out | artist’s conception of truth, we hav no clear guide by which | never erected into an independent personality and “ subjec- 
hairlese, but rescuing Hesione from the fish. This, how- | to determin, when he comes to speak of the real individual | tivity” of its own. Neither the Hindoos, Persians, nor 
ever, is the secondary and practical application of the myth | ity and personality of Jesus, whether he means to assume | :yptians ever seem to hav lost sight of the fact that they 
to a commercial nation. It has here developed out of a| that the actual Jesus was all that is claimed for him, or only | made their gods, or fallen into the notion that their gods 
symbol impersonating the forces of nature into a legend | that the Jesus, as ithe evangelists hav described him, | made them. The spirit, in groping for some material sym- 
identified. with historical characters and dimly connected | should, like the Jove, as the artists hav constricted him, | bol in which to express the causes of phenomena, has not 
With industrial pursuits. We must go behind this form of | conform to certain standards which, for artistic purposes, | lost sight of its primary object, viz , to explain phenomena, 
the myth for its origin. This we find inthe fact that the | stand in the place of historic truth. It still knows that it is the exterior mysteries and solemn 
root Ion, or Io, in the names Hesicne and Ionian, is the| Oa the whole, however, it seems to us that Hegel really | Contradictions in nature which it is seeking to express. 
. moon (Szlene), and that the race of commercial Greeks who | meant to accept the alleged supernaturalities connected} But in Greek or classic art, according to. Hegel, the sym- 
skirted Asia Minor. at Ilion, or Troy, Tyre, Sidon, Joppa, | with the story of Jesus as historically true and as deriving | bol ceases at the moment when free subjectivity or person- 
and around to Ezypt, were known as the Selenic, Jonic|all their sublimity from their conceded truth, originality, | ality is attributed to the supposed cause of phenomena, or 
(moon-worshiping) races, as distinguished from the Pelasgi | and inspiration, He seems to assume to be competent to | When, as Hegel says, '' free subjectivity, taking the place of 
and other land races who worshiped the elder gods. The | tell us (Bryant’s Hegel on Art, p. 19) that the story of that| Vague and indeterminate conceptione, constitutes the basia 
irfluence of the moon. over the tides, which Pliny shows to | God which is begotten, is born, dies, and is resuscitated, is | of representation in art. Such is the character which Greek 
hav been a principle as familiar to the ancients as to us, and |a myth which presents a variety of moanings at once physi- | gods present to us. Greek art represents them as free indi- 
the dependence of sailors on the tides, accounts for the fact | eal, historical, moral, and religious, or metaphysical, when | Viduale, independent in themselvs, genuin, moral persons. 
that the maritim Greeks should be particularly styled the | the story is told of the Egyptian Osiris two thousand years | Hence we cannot consider them from the symbolic point of 
lunar, Selenic, Ionian, or moon-worshiping races. before Christ, or of the Indian Krishna, or Christna, at| view. The acts, for example, of Jupiter, of Apollo, of. 
During the change of the moon (Ion) from old to new it | least six hundred years before Christ, but is not at all myth- | Minerva, belong only to those divinities themselvs—repre- 
' js extinguished for three days by its nearness to the sun. | ical, and has only one meaning, and that the literal one, | Bent only their powers and their passions. Should we ab- 
This fs the original swallowiag of Iona by the Great Fish. | when it is repeated concerning Jesus. Now, if the story of | 8tract from these free individualities a general idea and set 
The name Ion (the moon) is preserved in the name of the} a God being begotten, born, dying, and being resuscitated | it up as an explanation, we should abandon and destroy in 
Greek girl Hesione, who is rescued by toil (Hercules), and | has power, when told in Judea, to create a new school of | these figures just that which corresponds to the idea of art, 
in that of the Hebrew prophet (Jonah), who is rescued by |art called the sublime, and to overthrow the previous; Whence artists hav never been satisfied with these symbolic 
prayer, both of whom, however, are in the whale's belly | schools of art which Hegel styles respectivly the clagsic| or allegorical explanations applied to worksof art and to 
three days. Joppa, where the Bible locates the Jonah story, | and the symbolic, how is it that the previous telling of the | mythology. If there remains a place for allegory or the 
is also the place where the Greek myth located the story of | same story in Egypt concerning Osiris, and in India con-|8Ymbol, it is in the accessories, in simple attributes, signs, 
cerning Ohristna, though fully believed in by the people, | 88 the eagle by the side of Jupiter, the ox by the side of St, 
created no such change in art? A sufficient cause must| Luke, while the Egyptians.saw in the bull Apisa divinity 
always produce the entire effect, If any revolution in ar; | itself.” i 
ever actually occurred in Europe solely by the preaching] We may here remark that Hegel seems to ignore the vast 
of the God-man Jesus, it ought to:hav occurred in Egypt | Prevalence of the symbol in Christianity, as in the cross, the 
and Judea by the preaching of the incarnated gods Christna | Crown, the spire, the atoning blood, the harps of heaven, ita 
and Osiris, pearly gates, golden streete, etc, He also overstatea the ex- 
If the fundamental idea of incarnation is common in the | tent of the self-deception of the pagan mind. The Eyptian 
three cases, but the revolution in art followed in only one | saw in the bull Apis a divinity only because its body had 
of them, then the revolution must hav been due to some- | become incarnated, by an entrance thereinto and abiding 
thing else than this fundamental idea of incarnation. The {therein of the spirit of Osiris or the eun gad, as the body of 
relativ truth or falsehood of the idea in the three casés could | Jesus is, in the Christian theology, incarnated by the divine 
make no difference, as any religions theory must produce | spirit. In the transition from symbolic to classic art Hegel 
its whole effect upon art when it is believed, quite irre. | fails to warn us that man is being led downward into idola. 
spectiv of its truth or falsehood. If a revolution in art|try by mistaking the symbol which he has adopted, to typify 
actually accompanied the belief in the story of an incarnate | some fact in nature, for the cause of the fact, yet this is true 
God in only one of three cases in which it was extensivly | when the serpent, out of whose form coi'ed into a circle he 
believed, then it must hav been due, not to that idea, but to | has made a symbol of self-renewiog immortality, is mistsken 
some other cause, whether it was some accessory to the | for the Cause or source of life, as by the Chinese when they 
idea itself or some wholly independent cause. giy serpent’s flesh ground into powders to cure disease. So 
In Hegel’s theory of art the assumption of the truth of | the women of ancient times, when they adored the phallus 
the story of the incarnation of God in Jesus is so funda-|to produce pregoancy, mistook the symbol for the cause. 
mental that if the story itself is untrue the theory is gone, | So the modern Catholic, when he uses the bones of a saint 
It is like the argument by which Hegel sought to prove that | 98 à Charm against disease. 
the immutable nature of abstract thought required that no| In classic art Hegel sees in the tendency, on the part of 
planet could exist between Mars and Jupiter. When told | race, to elevate the symbols of nature'a great forces, the 
that the asteroid Ceres had been discovered there he is said | Jup'ters who typify thunder and lightning, the Apollos who 
to hav remarked that the principles of pure thought ren- | typify the sunlight, and the like, into independent personal 
dered such a fact impossible, but to the altitude of pure | Causes, Only an ‘emancipation of spirit from matter, He 
thought, nature, in its accidental and phenomenal uncer- | seems to forget that this emancipation exists only in the 
tainty, is simply unequal. Bo Hegel seems to hav deter- | artist’s conception, and not in the history of nature. Hence 
mined that the necessities of the infinit spi:it demanded that | if out of this process shall soon after emerge the theory of 
it should seek to express itself outwardly in the creature | monotheism as the product of polytheism, then the phi- 
man; that it should fied its “inner subjectivity ” as God in | losopher will be called on logically to show no more polite- 
serious warfare with its outward objzctivity as man, and | ness toward the resultant one-zod than Hegel shows t» ward 
that the reconciliation between the two could be effected by | the causativ many-gods, which resulted from tne elevation 
revealing himself as the God-ma», and thereby inducing on | of symbols inio gods. Hegel discucses every transition 
the part of men such a surrender of their own personalities | from symbolism to polytheism, as if there were behind it a 
and absorption of the divine personality revealed in Jesus | spirit trying to express his idea in an ever-increasing free- 
as would transform them all into man-gods. dom from matter, and as if, by the transition from the rude 
Hegel presents this doctrin of the incarnation of God in | masses and numerical repetitions of Egypt and India to the 
man under the new and seduvtiv aspect in which it had not | graceful forms and paintings and poems of Greece, spirit 
before been presented, viz, that ‘such an incarnation is| were in some way actually freeing itself from matter. In 
necessary, not to the rescue of man from punishment, but | the transition from the pyramid as the type of duration to 
to the rescue of art, which is the consummate flower of the | the god Chronos, or time, who is a person born of heaven 
human spirit, from the Catastrophe of haviog nothing in| and earth, perpetually consuming ail his off:pring, until the 
history equal to its powers on which to expend its force, | divine Z2us leads a rebellion against him and wins immor- 
and to the rescue of Deity from the vacuity of being with- | tality from him by. imprisoning him under chains and dark- 
out functions. In short, the divine incarnation, according | ness, we are introduced to a subtler and more intellectual 
to Hegel, supplies art with its end and climax, history with | conception of time. Yet we know the Caronos as a being 
its pivot, Deity with its toil, and nature with its interpreta- | does not exist, and the passage of the human mind from the 
tion. use of his name as a symbol into the belief in hig existence 
The process by which Hegel works the mind up to this |as a god is a passage from poetry into idolatry, č. e, from 
conclusion is ingenious, subtle, and in a certain sense pow- | dreaming, into the belief in the truth and verity of the 
erful—so powerful that, attacked only by the same course | dream, not in any sense from matter to spirit. And wher, 
of metaphysical arguments by which it is reared, it is im- | probably by a crossing in Judes of the Grecc-Roman idea. 
preguable, . (Continued on page 000.) 


which swallowed Hesione was actually.used in early Chris- 
tian art as the model of and identical with the fish that 
swallowed Jonah. Moreover, the chains-with which Hesi- 
one was bound to the rock to be sacrificed to the sea mon- 
ster were exhibited. in front of Joppa in Pliny's time, and 
from thence the bones of the whale were carried to Rome in 
verification of the story. We need not remind the reader 
that the name Jonah should be Iona, and that the sound of 
G. soft, given to the letter J, is à western barbarism, Nor 
need we pause to show that the existence of the myth among 
the Greeks is much earlier in date than its appearance in 
the Hebrew ecriptures, for which it was evidently borrowed 
from Ionian sources. - 

Given the Greek myth. of Hesione, sacrificed to a whale, 

` and rescued. from its belly by a hero, who hacked therein 
for three days, and we need only substitute the Jewish idea 
of prayer to God for the Greek idea of the heroism of Her- 
cules (or toil). Prayer was the Hebrew wrestler as Hercules 
was the Greek, and the legend, which begins among the 
savages of all nations as a symbolic impersonation of certain 
great forces of nature, stands improved among the Greeks 
into a classic impersonation of these forces into certain free 
beings having an independent personality, and is finally 
borrowed by the monotheistic Hebrews from the Greeks 
and formed into a chapter in the career of the invisible and 
absolute God. 

It is impossible not to see iu this evolution that a bastard 
science seeking to account for phenomena by putting a 
spirit or personal. soul behind each act in nature’s drama, 
exhibits itseif first in animism, or the theory that each 
event has & soul and is alive, whether it be thunder, an 
eclipse, or a sunset. This is the period of myth formation 
which precedes the attempt to set forth the myth by a rym- 
bol, which, according to Hegel, is the beginning of art. 
The next phase is the mythological, in which the spirits or 
souls which stand for the leading forces of nature develop 
into free and independent persons having moral powers. 
This givs rise, according to Hegel, to classic art. Then 
follows the monotheistic phase in theology, accompanied by 
the sublime in art, ia which all these independent personal- 
ities are merged into One, and whatever miracles inferior 
gods or men accomplish is done by prayer to this One and 
by his might, And here, according to Hegel, the advance 
ends. Hegel seems unconscious that the idea of one God 
has emerged out of the idea of many gods, ss that of many 
gods did. out of innumerable spirits, and as that of innu- 
merable spirits emerged out of the observation of countless 
phenomena whose Causes were unknown. He pictures the 
absolute Oase in such terms that while one wing of his dis- 
ciples beholds in it a crucified mas, the other sees in it an 
identification of Deity with non being. Nay, often in the 
same sentence there is mingled the two antagonistic doc- 
trins that the spirit creates man, which is Theism, and that 
man evolves the spirit, which is Atheism. Thus, Hegel 
says, “For, as in the next place, God separates or distin- 
guishes finite- actuality from himself, so also finite man, who 
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We visited the picture gallery and saw great 
numbers of Rubens’ celebrated and highly-prized 
pictures, and again wondered how he could paint so 
much. Here were a few hundred more Virgins, 
Jesus on the cross, Jesus off the cross, in every con- 
ceivable shape and condition. The trouble with 
those old painters was that they could hardly make 
a picture without a Virgin, a little Jesus, a big 
Jesus, or Something of the sort for a subject. Evi- 
dently they did not paint to suit my especial taste. 

We visited the large statues of Rubens and Yan- 
dyke in the public squares. If the people had no 
Virgin and dead Jesus to worship, they would prob- 
ably take Rubens and Vandyke into their pantheon. 
I am quite wiling that they should make that 
ohange. 

The curiosities in Antwerp that pleased and inter- 
ested me the most were in the Museum Plantin. Plan- 
tin was a printer, a contemporary of Reubens. He 
spent a large portion:of his life in getting together 
everything pertaining to the art of printing from its 
very incipiency, including the blocks first printed, 
the first presses that were used, the first metal 
types, the. molds they were cast iu, the very proofs 
that were taken, and marked for correction, hun- 
dreds of the first copper plates engraved for pic- 
tures (some-of them crude enough), great numbers 
of early wood cats, large numbers of the first books 
printed, eto., etc. These are arranged in a large 
but extremely antiquated Dutch building formerly 
used by Plantin. The largest panes of glass in the 
windows are about 3 by 4 inches with much smaller 
pieces in the same sash. The house has some forty 
rooms, some of them not large, but well filled with 
everything curious and old pertaining to the early 
age of printing. It interests me far more than do 
the images of the Virgin and her baby with an 
unknown father. Antwerp was one of the first 
towns that engaged in the art of printing, and hun- 
dreds of Bibles were printed there and taken to 
England and sold long before any were printed in 
England. The big bishops of the church did all 


they could to prevent this, and cast persons into 


prison for selling Bibles as much as now for selling 
“Cupid’s Yokes.” And some were put to death for it. 
It is only a matter of time, or probably they would 
execute now for selling ‘“Cupid’s Yokes.” But 
the world moves a little, if it is slow. Antwerp has 


. for centuries been noted for its expensive pub- 


lishing houses, and for this reason I entertain mach 
respect for the old town. Much good was thus 
done there. 

We took dinner in Antwerp, but found the water 
go bad we had to take tea. I shall not make Ant 
werp my home on account of the bad quality of 
the water, if for nothing else. Oh, how glad I 
will be to take a good hearty drink of ice-water 
when I get home again! Europeans know very lit- 
tle about the luxury of having ice in hot weather. 
lhave seen ice but a very few times since I have 
been here, and then it was "distressingly scarce. 
They certainly can baye it if they wish it, but I pre- 
sume they do not. They prefer beer and wine to 
such a dangerous drink as ice-water. At the dinner 
table we met au intelligent sea captain from Massa- 
chusetts. It seems really.good to meet an Ameri- 
can; they certainly come a little nearer and are 
more home-like than people from any other country. 
This captain has been in Antwerp four weeks, and 
soon starts with a cargo for San Francisco, going 
round the Horn. Oh, what along voyage he has 
before him! I will be home long before he reaches 
San Francisco. , 

It was at Antwerp that Mr. Rawson parted from 
us to return to America to attend the National Lib- 
eral League, see his wife and babies, ete., etc. He 
took cars for Ostend, then steamer for Harwich, 
England, and then ears to London and Liverpool. 
Before this he is doubtless on a Cunarder and plow- 
ing the Atlantic. It seemed a trifle cruel in him to 
leave a person of my limited experience in this 
strange country all by myself. But some, it is said, 
have trod the wine-press alone, and I must pursue 
my journey alone. At night the two sisters, Mrs. 
Bristol and Mrs. Foote, returned here to Brussels, 
and now they have gone, and I am more lonely than 
ever. I could get along far better if I could only 
get acquainted with people, but I cannot. They 
talk so queer I cannot understand them, and my 
talk is just as bad to them. If I speak to them just 
as plainly as possible, they look blank, shake their 
heads, and say, “ Nose forstander," or something 
that means about the same thing. I daily sigh for 
that universal language to'be spread all over Europe 


and all other countries. But that will not take 


place until after I have gone to be an angel. 

Oa yesterday I went out eleven miles to the battle 
field of Waterloo, where Napoleon and Wellington 
took their grand trial match about fifty-six years 
ago, the time when Blucher came to Wellington’s 
relief, but Grouchy did not come to little Nap's. I 
could not think of leaving this part of the coun- 
try without seeing that memorable field where the 
blood of 82,000 men saturated the earth, and where 
the destinies of nations were decided for a hundred 
years in the future. I had seen an excellent, vivid 


panorama of the great battle here, and it was so} 


good that it made me only the more a«xious to see 
the ground itself. A high mound has been thrown 
up in the very center of the battle ground, and on 
the summit, on a huge pyramid of granite blocke, 
stands a monster Belgian lion, made of the caunon 
taken on the field. The lion’s head is said to be 
two hundred feet from the ground, and when I 
toiled up the two hundred and twenty-five steps to 
reach the base of the monument, I was glad they 
did not make it any higher. j 

The different parts of the field were pointed out 
to me where Napoleon’s headquarters were, where 
Marshal Ney charged eleven times on the little 
chateau of Hugomont without being able to take it. 
He was indeed a brave man, and then after that 
they shot him dewn in Paris like a dog. 

I met ou the Waterloo Mound a gentleman and 
ladysby the name of Goodell, from near Chicago. 
They are a pleasant couple, and I had an agreeable 
chat with them. They have been away over a year, 
having visited Egypt, Palestine, and Eastern coun- 
tries. We came in together. We chanced to meet 
again this morning at the cathedral. They area 
little over-pious, aud there is where they and I are 
not just alike. I have got just about piety enough 
for my use, but they have too much, 

I shall have to leave much of Brussels untold. It 
has other museums and picture galleries that I have 
not. mentioned, and some that I have not seen. It 
has monuments, fine buildings, markets, and foun- 
tains that I have not even named. It has fountains 
of various kinds, several with the water pouring 
from the mouths of brazen statues. One I remem- 
ber, the statue of a man bending forward and a 
stream from his mouth pouring into the reservoir 
below. This was placed upon the corner of a build- 
ing on a main street. There are other heads of asimi- 
lar character in public fountains. There is also another 
little fountain here on the corner of two public 
streets of a somewhat different character. Perbaps 
I ought to mention it because it is very popular 
here, and the people think a great deal of it. (They 
call it the manikin-pis.) It is a rather small bronze 
statue of a little boy in a nude condition, and with 
no part deficient. There is a gentle stream of water 
coming not from the little boy’s mouth, but from a 
place more natural. All who visit this town 
invariably go to see this little boy, and when they 
see it they smile. 

There is a legend, connected with this little foun- 
tain. Two or three hundred years ago a little boy 
strayed away from home, and was lost. The parents 
were greatly distressed and looked everywhere for 
their child, and finally found him on the very spot 
where this fountain now*siands, and he was doing at 
that very moment what the little fountain is doin 
now. The father was so much pleased to find his 
little boy safe and sound that he erected this queer 
monument to commemorate the event. It is strongly 
asserted that the people of Brussels are so attached 
to tbis work of art that they would not have it 
removed on any consideration. 

I have amused myself somewhat since I bave been 
here at reading signs, A great deal can be learned 
from signs. One sign reads, * Exposition Perma. 
nent, Entree Libree.” I translate that to mean 
permanent exhibition, entrance free. I have found 
out also that “Gros et detail,” means that at those 
stores goods are sold both at wholesale and retail. 
Often signs are in windows, saying ‘English 
spoken." I have seen it capitalized in this way, 
“ engLish spoken,” but it is well to beware of such 
stores, for they charge two prices. On many stores 
Isaw the words Prix Fixe. I was at a decided loss 
to know what the words meant and what kind of 
business could be conducted in those establishments. 
But at length my mind was relieved to learn that it 
simply means prices fixed, letting people know that 
haggling is not to be practiced there. In our coun- 
try we would say, “a one-priced store,” or some- 
thing of that kind, but I find many things quite dif- 
ferent from what they aré in our model country. 

One custom is men and women sitting on the side- 
walk, out of doors and sometimes away out into the 
street, perhaps a hundred of them in one place, at 
all hours in the day or evening, especially in the 
evening, quafling their beer and wine, just as happy 
and contented as good virtuous men and women 
know how to be. I presume it will be some little 
time before thia custom is adopted by the bon ton 
in our cities, 

With all these glorious privileges here, I am sorry 
to say I have not seen ‘a soda fountain in the city, 
nor an ice cream saloon. A Yankee ought to make 
his fortune by coming over here and opening a nice 
ice cream establishment. But very likely if he did 
Brusselians would not patronize him ; taey prefer 
their national beer. In Paris it is all wine, but here 
it is nearly all deer. ` That is the Dutch of it. 

But, indulgent friends, I have said quite enough 
about Brussels, I fear I wear you out with my 
chatter. Pardon me, { do wish to talk to somebody 
who ean understand. I will, however, stop right 
here. In an hour I start for Cologne to see more 
virgins and dead Christs. Forgive me if I have said 
aught amiss, Au revoir, D. M. B, 


A Letter from James Parton. 

To TEE EpiTOR or Tux TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: You will 
of course print the inclosed noble letter from the biographer 
of Vol:aire. But do not let your readers suppose that the 
approval or compliments that seem to be meant for me are 
persons]. They belong to those noble men and nobler women 
who could net and cannot be driven by odium, abuse, or ly- 
ing into the support of principles they know to be uncobsti- 
tutional and dangerous in our government, to wit, the admin- 
istration of criminal laws by chureh Comstock societies and 
the federal espionage and decoy system over the mails and 
post-offices under the same influence. Be 

Let us rej vice that the apirit of Voltaire still livs to “orush 
the infamous "— Ecraser l'infame. 

New York, Oct. 8, 1880. Yours as ever, T. B. W. 


NEWBURYPORT, Mass., Oct. 6, 1880. 

My DEAR AND VALIANT FRIEND: I hav just read the 
report of the proceedings at Chicago, and. of the with- 
drawal of Col. Ingersoll from the League. I deeply la- 
ment his course, as affording one more illustration of the 
difficulty of a large body acting together in this cause. I- 
explain his withdrawal thus: Colonel Ingersoll i8 essen- 
tially a poet—as indeed all very great orators aro and 
must be. What a poet was Chatham, Patrick Henry, 
Cicero, and even Webster in his great dayst Having the 
qualities of a poet, he has the limitations that belong to 
the character, among which are an aversion to—no mat- 
ter for that. Let us only think of his great qualities and 
magnificent endowments, Let him enjoy the poet’s priv. 
ilege of doing just as he likes. I think he lost a grand 
opportunity of acting in the spirit of hia brother Cicero’s 
immortal sentence: ‘‘Odium incurred ia the cause of 
virtue is glory, not odium." l 

But he has done so much in that way, in other scenes, 
and occasions of great difficulty and risk, that we must 
not complain that on this one occasion he seems to hav 
injured the cause he kas done so very much to promote. 

Never mind, You and your supporters did nobly and 
bravely in not shrinking from the sublime odium of op- 
posing in toto laws which are a standing menace to every 
independent inquirer. Your argument was not met nor rec- 
ognized. The time may not be distant when those laws 
will be made the pretext for worse outrages than any yet 
inflicted by them. At the best they are needless. Who can 
define obscenity, even fora jury ? You heard what those 
villagers at Waikins Glen thought of it, some of whom 
seemed still disposed to put pantalets on the piano. Im- 
agin Rabelais before a jury! In France they hav just 
reared a monument to his memory ; Watkins Glen would 
rush affrighted into Seneca Lake at the hearing of one page 
of him. 

No more to-day, for my never-ending task still occupies 
me, I feel that you are greatly and gloriously in the 
right in this matter, and that you defended the right with 
all that courage, conataucy, moderation, and wisdom which 
are peculiarly your own, : 

Very truly youre, 


To T. B. Wakeman, Esq JAMRS PARTON. 
—————— d A 9———————— 


. ` Massachusetts Comstockism. 
To THE EDITOR oy Tak TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Mr. W 


S. Bush, in your number of Oct. 2d, chooses to 82y, 
“ He [Wakeman] is not careful of his facts. He should hav 
given the date of those recent [Massachusetts] Comstock 
laws and the changes made in them.” He then proceeds to 
intimate that no such laws hav been passed siace Aug. 1, 
1878, the date of my Faneuil Hall speech. He also quotes 
what I call an old and sufficient law of 1860 on the sub- 
ject, which was a revision of former laws, snd leaves the 
impression that there was no subsequent Comstock. legisla- 
tion in that state, and that I did not know what I was 
about. 

Iaccordingly sent to our Nestor for a copy of the Com 
stock law of 1879 referred to. He sends it to me with a let. 
ter which may be information to Mr. Bush anda warning 
to any church ‘‘enslaved idiots" who may hereafter get 
elected to state legislatures, In addition to the anti-preven- 
tion clause pointed out by Mr. Wright, let the reader medi- 
tate upon the power of seizure and search to enforce ig 
contained in § 2 of this act. The agents of the ** Comstock 
Vice Society,” organized to run this act may by warrant, 
without crime or cause, go into any private house, any 
lady’s chamber, to search for and seiza what the most 
enlightened physicians and philanthropists say every woman 
should possess. The ‘‘idiots” who passed this act certainly 
never heard of the common-law maxim, that “a man’s 
house is bia or her castle,” at least until some crime has been 
committed. Note, too, the lovely union of church and 
state in this legislation. Mr. Comstock, I am reliably 
informed, cccupied the seat of honor by the side of the 
speaker while the Legislature ratifled the enactment of the 
basement meeting of the clergy in Pazk-street church. 

Wil the reader also note that I was careful about my 
facts, and that it is Mr. Bush who should “reck his own 
rede?" : : T. B. W. 

; “ Boston, Mass., Oct, 6, 1880. 

“T, B. WAKEMAN, Dear Sir: la reply to your letter I 
inclose a copy of a statute passed in our state in 1879 at the 
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instigation of Anthony Comstock (as I was informed), after 
consultation with a number of clergymen in the basement 
of Park-street church. It does not differ very materially 
from a law passed in 1862, which may be found in our 
* General Statutes,’ chapter 165, $$ 10 and 15, except tn the line 
[in 8 1] Zav ynderscored, But uus is a very material excep- 
tion, for it indicates that Comstock and the clergy who sus- 
tained him hav used our Legislature to enforce their edict 
that the production of paupers shall proceed without inter- 
ruption. 

But for that one line there was, and could be, no motiv to 
pass such a law at all, Itis simply a priestly insult to every 
family in Massachusetts, and stamps cur legislators as a set 
of church-enslaved idiois. Yours truly, : 

“ ELIZUR WRIGHT,” 


ACTS OF 1879. 


An act in addition to an act concerning offenses against 
chastity, morality, and decency, ` 
Be it enacied, ete , as foliows : è 

buco. 1. Aay person who shall within this commonwealth 
sell or lend, or giv àWay, or in any manner exhibit, or shall 
offer to seli, Or to lend, or to giv awsy, any instrument or 
other article intended iu be used for seif-xbuse, or any drug 
or medicin or any instrument or article whatever for the pre 
vention of conception or for causing unlawful &Durtiun, OI 
Shali adveruse iue same, or shall write or print or cause to be 
written or printed any card, circular, bouk, pamphlet, ad- 
veriisement or notice of any kind stating when, where, Ruw, 
or of whom, or by what mesas any of the articles in this 
section hereinbeiore mentivned can be purchased or ob- 
tained, or shall manulacture or in any wise make any of 
such articles or things, shall on conviction thereof be im- 
prisoned in the state prisoa for not more than five years, or 
in any jail or house of correction. not more than three years, 
or fineu not less than one hundred doilars nor more than one 
thousand dollars, 

Buo. 2 All the articles and things described in section 
one of this Act, and ail articles of raw materials found in 
the possession of any person or persons tntending to -manu 
facture the same inio such articies and ting , and also all 
tools, machinery, implements, instruments, and personal prop- 
erty found in the place or building where the articles and things 
described in section one of this act are found or seized and used 
or tntended to be used in the manusacture of such articles or 
things, may be seized aud shall be fovyeited. And any police, 
district, or muvic pal Court, or trial Jj is'ice, M~y issue a War- 


rant, for ihe purpose of searching for any of the articles or 


things mentioned 1a 8eciton one, 1u the manner provided in 
chapier one hundred and seventy of the General Statutes, 
and all such things found by an officer in executing such 
warrant shall be safely kept so long as is necessary for the 
purpose of being used as evidence in ary case, and as soon 
as may be afterward. shall be destroyed by order of the 
court or justice before whom the same are brought. 
proved March 26, 1879.) - 
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CLEARFIELD, PA., Oct. 7, 1880. 


Liecisieez dh 0, Leland: Sey N. AL.-deogue, Dear: Sir > Inclosed 


please find “ confidential circular," which speaks for itself. 
Evidently the Secretary of every League has received a 
copy. It is hardly necessary for me to tell you that the 
three interrogatories it contains will receive a decided nega 
tiv from me. This League approves of the action of the 
Chicago Congress and echoes the seatiments of Bro. Wake- 
man in his reply to Col, Ingersoll. Ingersoll and Green are 
following in the footsteps of Abbot. As for Spencer, he 
got What he deserved. : 
Yours for repeal, Repeal, REPEAL, REPEAL! 
` Haray Hoover, 
Sec'y Clearfield L. L. 


CONFIDENTIAL CIRCULAR. 


SALAMANCA, N. Y., Oct. 5, 1880. 

Dear Sir: You hav learned before this that on account of 
certain objectionable proceedings atthe National Liberal 
League Congress, recently held in Chicago, Col. Robert G. 
Ingersoll, Rsbert C. Spencer, and myself withdrew from 
said. Congress, and nearly One-third of the members present 
expressed their dissent to the objectionable proceedings, 

*and many of them favored the calling of the informal 
gathering hereinafter mentioned. 

That before leaving Chicago the dissatisfied members de- 
cided to call an informal meeting, to be held at the Grand 
Pacific Hotel, in the city of Chicago, on the 15th of Novem- 
per next, to take steps to organize an association for the 
sPaciFic Object of seeulariz:ng the state on a basis BROAD 
enough to admit members regardless of their religious or non- 
religious opinions and NARROW enough to exclude all ‘‘ hob- 
bies " not germane to the question of state secularization. 

To this conference is invited one delegate from each 
auxiliary Liberal League that before that time shall sever its 
connection with the National Liberal League, one delegate 
from any other society in sympathy with the proposed meet: 
ing, and Other invited gentiemen who are supposed to be in 
accord witn this movement and whose presence- would giv 
the movement Character. 

We disclaim any intention of coming in conflict with the 
old League in any manner. We sha‘l leave the old League 
to do its work in its own way, but we propose to organize 
an association that shall engsge in the work of state secu- 
Jarization in & way that will draw to its membership hun- 
dreds, and we hope thousands, who cannot conscientiously 
work with the ola League, To thia conference you are cor- 


' diallg invited, and you are requested to bring with you such 


friends as you think will sid tne movement. 

So soon 88 you receive this circular you are requested to 
reply to it, and in your reply answer the following interrog- 
atories : ` 

1. Do you approve of the proposed informal meeting? 

2. Will you attend the proposed conference? 

3. If it is thought best, will you allow your name to be 
attached to a public cail for this meeting—ihe number of 
mames to the call not to be less than fifty of the leading 
Liberals of the United States? Fraternally yours, 

H. L. GREEN, 
4 Temporary Secretary. 


Dear Harry: Much obliged for early news. But why 
these ways that are dark and movements that are *'confiden- 
tial?" What is there to fear in the bright sunlight of pub- 
licity? Let's ‘‘ confide" this circular to the readers of Tux 
TRUTH BEEKER—ihey won't any on 'em tell, They believe 


[A»- | 


‘|s'rongly if good friend Green can, evea with 


. 
in every good word and work, want to know what is going | people, for the people, by the people, to a government rele- . 


on, and are willing to help. 
Here are the greet Colonel, the not so great R. O. Spencer, 
** and myself” going cahoot in Liberal housekeeping—set- 


gated to a Cæsar and the church. Yours very truly, 
C. PALMER. 


I am so anxious to do anything I can to assist my dear 


ting up in a League by themeelvs; and they go around to|friend Wakeman in the valiant fight he is making that I 
the back doors of the old Leegue homestead, peep *'confi- | venture with some qualms to send you the above copy. Its 
dentially" in the Windows, and try to whisper out here and | perfectly general nature must, I think, prevent both the 
there a secretary. That is scarcely becoming to this great| publie and Mr. Green from judging it any breach of confi- 


brace of ** Boba” and ''myself." *' Eternal vigilance" is dence. 


mighty good policy, but you may bet your life there is not 
one of the ‘‘ objectionable proceeders” from whom these 
high-toned gentlemen withdrew who is ‘‘ vigilant as a cat— 
to steal cream” ‘‘Withdraw,” too, is a good word. If the 


‘Respectfully, C. P, 
or M»9——— — — 


The Report of Chicago. 


I hav arranged with Mr. A. K. Butts to publish in one 
number of his Man the whole of the great debate on the 


big Bob could hav seen the little one withdraw? Great Comstock laws between Col. Ingersoll and T. B. Wakeman 


gods, what a theme for the illustrious humorist and orator! 

Why couldn't these surreptitious stalkers under ‘‘confiden- 
tial” night come up bravely and honestly to the old League 
and ask or even demand a fair divide. Dad's rich and able 
to giv 'em alla farm. There are the neighbors too, perfect- 
ly willing to help. Here is Potter, of the Index, with a 
generosity altogether touching and, since the tender of 
Artemus’s wife's relations, wholly unexampled, already 
offering all the old scratched, banged-up racket turned over 
to him in Abbots “American " garret. This munificence 
shall not be outdone by the old mother League. Here she 


has over two hundred auxiliaries. Take any dozen of ’em both sides hav to say, it is to t 
you like. Take a score, or take two score. The young eirculate it 


folks shall hav a good start. Nothing mean about us. An 


we'll get ^em to ‘‘sever their connection” too, 80 as to hav fo 


them duly qualified. When you get together at Chicago, 
fifty of you, and find the place so healthy—there is a live 


League there—that you may think of killing some Liberal dr 


to start a graveyard, don't do it. We will contribute at 
least a dozen Leagues that are already dead. "There's Rəb- 
erts’s, in Philadelphia; you can hav him and his whole 
caboodle. There's Sellon in Buffalo, whom you hav bragged 
on 80; you are perfectly welcome to him. And there’s— 
well we will pick 'em out when you come for them. But 


you will find we will hav enough left to tucker you out ina A 


gO-as-you-pleace race. 

But they “disclaim any intention of coming in confi'ct 
with the old League.” We should think they would. Dis- 
claim is another good word. When two bulls meet on a 
bridge and lock horns, the one that gets bucked off nearly 
always '' disclaims intention" of further ‘‘ conflict.” But 


in the Fourth Annual Congress of the Liberal League, to- 

gether with the speeches of Messrs. Burnham, McCracken, 

Pillsbury, Lynn, Hall, Mendum, Green, Mrs. Colman, and 

Mrs. Lake. The Report is that of our official stenc grapher, 

verbatim, and will be nearly twice as long as that published | 
in THE Teuta SEEKER, with all errors corrected. 

This number of Man will contain also a corrected list of 
the 119 auxiliary Leagues, list of officers for the year, the 
resolutions and platform, the Constitution, and instructions 
how to form Leagues. It will be & useful document to hand 
around and scatter broadcast. Asit givs impartially what 
he interest of both sides to 


Price, 5 cents per copy, 18 copies for 50 cents, 80 copies . 
r $1, 100 copies for $3 The proceeds of the sales will go 
into the treasury of the National Liberal League. 
Every Auxiliary League should send for at least a hun- 
ed copies. That would secure the circulation of twenty 
thousand copies, place a true statement before the country, 
help the treasury, and get the worth of their money re- 
turned to them. With so many good objects, we look con- 
fildeütly to see the local Leagues and Liberals every where 
respond promptly. 
Tne Report will be ready on or before October 20th.. 
ddress T. C LELAND, Bcc, N. L. L., 

201 East 7lst street, New York, 
(Will all Liberal papers please copy ?) ` 


Appointments. 
At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the National 


he stands and paws dirt at the other fellow’s heifers ‘‘ confi- | Liberal League, held in New York, Oct. 4tb, O. A. Phelps 
dentially " on the safe bank over the creek, That’s heroism, | of Kenaas City, Mo., was appointed Chairman of the Exec- 


that is. 

But to the three questions. 
‘t approve of the proposed informal meeting." 
we publish this circular *'confidentially ". to our folks, so 
they shall all know it and approve of it. 

2. Yes, if you ask us real pretty. 

3. Well that is a poser. 


utiv Committee, vice H. L. Green, resigned; and Carl 


ist. We most certainly do | Doerflinger, of Milwaukee, was appointed Chairman of the 
That’s why | Finance Committee, vice R. O. Spencer, expelled. 


T. C. LELAND, Sec. N, L. L. 


a 
Tax Spiritualists will hold a camp-meeting at Wells, Vt., 


** Honor bright,” is there no sell | beginning October 9th and continuing eight days. Eminent 


in that? What if we say yes? Tnen you and the Robert | speakers from the cities will be present. Railroads will 


that resigned, and the Robert that “ withdrew,” think it 
over and if ‘‘it is thought” not ‘‘ best,” 
remedy be then ? How can we get in? We want to be in 
on bed rock—charter member if anything—no coming in 
next year on watered stock. We ‘‘allow” provided wecan 
chip in, while the *'thinking best” is going on, to vindicate 
our good name, Please rise and explain. 

But look at this precious confidential document as a 
whole. What a ringing bugle call to arms itis! What 
stirring tones! 


carry passengers at reduced rates, Ample hotel accommo- 


what will our | dations at $1 per day. People coming by rail should get 


off at Granville, New York. PAUL DILLINGHAM, Sec. 
— 


Book Notico. 


MEDICAL AND HYGIENIC HINTS oN THE PROTECTION OF THE: 
Srsarma Voice. By Lenox Browne, F. R, O. 8, 


This excellent book, which has had a great sale in Eng- 


Any Secretary receiving that summons | land, is now published here at the low price of 26 cents, and 


must hav rushed impetuously for his ‘‘gran’thers”’ old | to meet a demand for an intelligent and suggestiv treatis on 
Revolutionary musket. Didn't you, Harry? Ard such a | the management and improvement of the singing voice, 


clear atatement of objects and issues! Well, well! Evidently 


It contains the most valuable information concerning the 


Chicago and all Lake Michigan will be safe from conflsgra. | vocal organs, and some admirable hints to vocalists as to ita 


tion on November 15th. 
this fulmination is ‘‘ confidentially " circulated. 


T. C. L 
————— —À9——————— 


Mr. Green's Hopeless Undertaking. 
New Yonx, Oct. 9, 1880. 


Nothing will catch aüre where | proper training and culture. 


The author givs plain, simple, 
and common sense directions of hygiene to those who wish 
to exercise the voice asa musical insirument. The work 
givs in à small space a wonderful amount of information on 
the anatomy and phsiology of the vocal organs, conveyed 
in a simple and unaffected style. It is not a mere technical 


DEAR TRUTH SEEKER: Mr. H. L. Green wrote to me a} S887, but will be found of real service by all engaged in 
confidential letter under date of Oct. 5th, requesting me to | he teaching or study of vocal music. For sale at this office. 


co-operate with him in his new movement for atate seculari- 
zation. I wrote to him the following letter in reply, which 
I happened to show to Mr. T. B. Wakeman, a thing I felt at 
liberty to do, as what I say therein is merely in reference to 
general principles, involving no allusion to Mr. Green's con- 
fidential arguments. 

Mr. Wakeman seemed to think my few words were so 
much to the point that he requested me to publish them, so 
here is the communication just as I indited it off-hand : 


151 Easr 187m 8T., N. Y., Oct. 7, 1880. 
Dear Mr. Green : Yours of Oct, 5ih received. 1 can 


CONTINENTAL, AGRICULTURAL, AND INDUSTRIAL Co-oPE+ 
RATIV CoLony.—lIatroduction and Constitution. 

This is an argument for and vonstitution and by-laws ofa 
co-operativ colony founded on the 1st inst. Its aim is to 
secure homes away from the crowded centers of population, 
giv air to the shop, society to the field; t0 combine manu- 
facturing and farming in such a way that one may alter- 
nately work in the fields or the shops ; to produce collect- 
ivly to consume freely ; organize labor for the good of 
all by creating permanent and healthful employment to 


only say that while your ‘friend and well-wisher, whatever obviate workingmen from being periodically made unable 
course you may take, 1 can hav no part in your new move. | t0 obtain work ; to put a stop to imposition ; to proclaim 
ment. If there ever was a diabolical example of the union | everybody’s right to work ; to conquer independence by 
of church and state it is illustrated by Comstockism in our legally obtsining possession of the soil; to establish just 


post-office, and if there is one issue more burning than 
another which the National Liberal League should by the 
true inwardress of its organic purpose bold:y meet, it is this 
very one. If it (the National Liberal League) is only fit for 


dealing in the direct exchange of our goods, and to establish 
solidarity. : 
As soon as $20,600 are pledged, the colony will buy land, 


a sort of dress-parade, free-thinking jubilation, and lacks either in Tennessee, Georgia. or North Caroline, and pro- 
the courage to face the enemy when he really presenta him- | ceed to establish industries, For particulars in regard to the 


self, why, it had better die. : 

Prophecy don't amount to much since Jonah, Jeremiah 
& Co. passed in their checks, but I venture to predict for 
your pew secession the fate of the old one. Already the 
National Liberal Lesgués number over two hundred local 
associations, associations organized mostly under opposition 
to Comstockiam. 


plan, the secretary of the colony can be addressed at 207 
West 41st street, New York city. 
i —————— b À a ——— —— 
Tue Academy of Music was overcrowded on Monday 
night last to hear Constantin Sternberg, the talented young 


lf Abbot could not leada new movement I doubt very Russian pianist and composer, it being his first appearance 


the elo- 
quent Ingersoll- for a backer. 
is mighty and will prevail, and it seems 10 me the moment 
we allow the United States government to discriminate a8 to 
the morality of the printed matter it conveys through its 
post-office, we, in that same moment, depart from the priu- 


before an American audience. To say that he justified the 


The simple fact is, truth flattering reports which preceded him from Europe is 


but simple justice, and many who came to coldly criticise 
remained to heartily applaud. Mr. Sternberg will make 
8 professional tour of this country under the management 


ciples of self-government and are in the drift towards a|of Mr, C. C. Colby, who was at one time identified with the 
paternal despotism ; We diverge from à government of the Liberal movement in the West. 


N 


| The Truth Seeker, October 16, 1880. 
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of Saturn with the Egyptian myth of Set, as the evil princi- 
ple, we hav as the resultant a Satan who combines with the 
saturnine functions of the accuser and the tempter the qual- 
ities of a rival and evil god, and the mythic and symbolic, 
as well as the divine, elements are lost sight of; the myth in 
this form not only does not aid in the emancipation of the 
human spirit from matter, but it may become the most 
potent agency in the intimidation, subjection, and idiocy of 
the more timid and honest human spirits, by scaring them 
into abject submission to the more presumptuous. 

It is quite true that, from the mere standpoint of the 
poet and the painter, if that were the whole of art, the 
transition from the Egyptian and indian symbol to the 
classic god is accompanied by a development from the use 
of matter in mass without much form or any expression, 


. and without those graces which may be wrought out of 


mere form, into the highest possible utilization of the magic 
qualities of form for purposes of expression. Especially 
in statuary does this element of form make dead marble re- 
veal every wonderful story of motion, energy, grace, 
beauty, power, swiftness, and intensity—all, in short, of 
life that can be got out of the individual man or god, dis- 
associated, or nearly so, from his fellows. Itis also true, 
as Hegel finely shows, that, in the transition from statuary 
and architecture, both of which alike are ''frozen music,” 
to painting, art accomplishes still more complex effects 
without the use of material forms at all, but by presenting 
merely their counterfeit illusion to the eye, than it could 
accomplish by the unrestricted use of matter, in all its ele- 
ments of mass, form, and numbers. This Hegel seizes upon 
as a transition from matter to spirit, because, he says, we 
here part with both dimension and form, and retain only 
the illusion produced by color. But it can only be’ cor- 
rectly defined as a transition from the harmonies incident to 
a single object (as, for instance, a Venus Aphrodite, or 
Apollo Belvedere, "which, after all, can not get above an 
idealized human form of man or woman) to the harmonies 
incident to the surrounding of one object by many, or 
grouping many &round some central unity. 

A crucifixion scene might, at great cost, be made the 
subject of statue or bas relief. But a battle of Waterloo or 
a view from Mount Lebanon could not be represented by & 
statue at any cost, The rise from statuary and architecture 


. to painting, therefore, is a rise from the solitary to the asso- 


ciated, from the unique to the complex, from the homoge- 
neous to the heterogeneous. It illustrates Spencer’s law of 
evolution rather than Hegel’s chimera of the emancipation 
of the spirit from matter. 

Poetry excels painting by being a succession of pictures. 

So when we pass from the painting to poetry it is in 
order to get away from the stationary scene to the shifting 
and panoramic succession of scenes. Each particular scene 
might be best presented on canvas, aseach particular figure 
on the canvas might be most perfectly exhibited in the 
statue. But we are willing to dispense with details in order 
to grasp diversities. Ia the painting we dispense with mat- 
ter, both in form and in mass, and accept it in illusion only, 
in order the better to grasp not merely the Napoleon but his 
army, his artillery, the bridge he is storming, and the Alps 
or Danube in the background. So in the poem we wave 
the glory of the canvas in order to grasp the succession of 
events, the cause, fact, and consequence; the villain, crime, 
and denouement; the sin, the sacrifice, and the atonement. 

In the drama both and all are presented, and hence its 
excellence as the mightier stream into which all the charms 
of statuary, painting, and poetry flow together. in the 
opera and oratorio, to all these are added music. All illus- 
trate a transition from unity to diversity, a change from the 
homogeneous to the heterogeneous, not from matter to spirit. 

Although Hegel assumes that every attempt of. the spirit 
to giv form to its idea through symbolic art or classic art is 
mythical and human, he no sooner steps upon the domain;of 
Christian art than all is inspirationa! and divine. Itis no 
longer men Constructing their gods to explain mysteries in 
nature, but it is the creativ spirit constructing men to ex- 
plain mysteries in the divine mind. He says: ‘‘ In place of 
plastic polytheism, art now knows but one God, one spirit, 
one absolute independence, which as absolute knowing and 
determining abides in free unity with itself, and no longer 
falls asunder into those special characters and functions 
‘whose sole bond of unity was the constraint of a mystericus 
necessity. Absolute subjectivity or personality as such, 
however, would escape from art and be accessible only to 
abstract thought, if im order to be an aciual subjectivity 
commensurate with its idea it did not pass into eternal ex- 
istence, and again collect itself out of this reality into itself,” 
This is the metaphysical mode of saying that a god, likea 
man, cannot sit down and adore himself forever, unless he 
gets up and does something worthy of his own admiration. 
One of the modes in which Hegel thought the absolute or 
self. knowing spirit passes into externality is in the creation 
of matter out of its own fiat, another is in those forms of 
laws which, acting through inorganic matter, are manifested 
in the material forces of nature, such as gravity, light, heat, 
cohesion, Momentum, resistance, etc., another is life organ- 
ization, sensation, passion, and thought ; another is truth, 
which is the abstract statement of the facts and principles 
according to which the manifestations of the spirit occur, 
and another is beauty, which he says ‘‘isa mode of utter- 
ance of the true.” 

In short, Hegel seems to recognize no scientific law or 
historic process whereby the human intelligence, or its evo. 
lution, has first located a spirit or ghost behind every phe- 
nomenon, such as Tylor, describes as *“ Animism,” which 
causes every phenomenon to be alive in the conception of 
the observer ; then collects the leading ghosts, anima, or 
spirits into a pantheon, leaving the minor phenomena of life, 
without a god, to human control or natural causes, then 
lifts that particular god of the pantheon (Zeus or Jove) 


which represents the sun or the heavens into supreme Con- 
trol, as the soul rises to the conception that the heavens are 
greater and control the earth, and thus arrives at à monothe- 
istic god like the Jehovah of the Hebrews. Then divests 
its monotheistic god of the successiv elements of sex, size, 


weight, form, passion, personality, limitations, finitude,- 
and of the successiv functions of providing food, travsmit- ; 


ting life, effecting salvation, controling history, and inaug- 
urating creation, redemption, or retribution, until at last he 


ceases to be thinkable, or to hav anything to do whose need: 


could justify his being. Hegel’s metaphysics, therefore, are 
the attorney of German Protestantism, ingenious in account- 
ing for that conception of the universe which came to him 
by inheritance. To adapt this inherited faith to his personal 
ease required some metaphysical improvements, - new 
names here and there for old things, new rustic seats and 
arbors of philosophic jargon to protect from too intense a 
light, new and hard definitions to keep out climbing intrud- 
ers, but no investigation of the title, no analysis of the sun’s 
ray. These hesimply enjoyed without questioning. 

Now if it has already appeared, or at any future time shall 
appear historically, that the theology of Christianity is a 
plagiarism from older faiths; that in all the leading outlines 
of the life of Jesus as narrated in the gospels we recognize 
features compiled from antecedent narrativs; that in a 
word it is not an original at all, but a copy, it will follow 
that Hegel’s theory that in Christian art. the absolute spirit 
is expressing itself for any purpose, or in any way in which 
it did not express itself through the previous faiths, would 
be as illogical as to assert, after discovering that of two 
alleged *' Raphaels ” the one was the original and the other 
the copy, yet that Raphael revealed himself more perfectly 
in the copy thanin the original. 

Christna or Krishna presents a biography so identical 
with that of Jesus that the question was raised by Sir Wm. 
Jones, the profound legist and learned orientalist, a century 
ago, whether such coincidence could be accounted for con- 
sistently with the truth of the reputed histories of Jesus, 
without assuming that the facts were stolen from the gos- 
pels and interpointed in the Indian narrativ. One Dr, 
Bentley afterward endeavored to show by certain astronom- 
ical calculations that Christna’s avatar occurred six hundred 
years after the appearance of Jesus. The equally learned 
and pious Maurice, however, in his “Indian Antiquities,” 
shows that no interpolations can cover the difficulty. Myth- 
ological sculptures of Hindostan, of an age undoubtedly 
anterior to thé Christian era, ‘‘ relate to the events in the 
avatar" which are of interest to the Christian world owing 
to their subsequent use in the Jewish and Christian scrip- 
tures. A sculptured figure copied by Gonnerat from one 
of the oldest pagodas represents Christna dancing on the 
crushed head of the serpent, while the enraged reptil js 
seen biting his foot. Dr. Bentley afterward retracted his 
statement and calculated the period of Ohristna as at least 
five hundred and seventy-five years anterior to that of 
Jesus, though the concurrent testimony of others places it 
earlier. The effort to show that Christna followed Jesus, in 
date, was abandoned long before Hegel made the theory 
that the life of Jesus was an incarnation of the absolute the 
key-stone of his philosophy of art, and styled it the crown 
ing effort of the spirit to reconcile its outer self, man, to its 
inner self, God. The vital question is whether the Chris- 
tian world can concede Christna to hav preceded Christ by 
six hundred years without admitting the latter to be a copy 
and therefore a plagiarism, the gospel not a biography, but 
a compilation, not a revelation of God, but an evolution of 
man. 

Christna or Krishna was born of Brahma (or God) anda 
woman. His pedigree corresponds to that of Hermes (Mer- 
cury) in Greek and Roman mythology, who was born of 
Jupiter and Maia. In the case of Hermes this myth sets 
forth the idea that fecundity or breeding power, which was 
the source of wealth when all wealth lay in flocks, was due 
to the joint agency of bright skies (Jupiter) and moisture or 
waters or rain (Maia), Sun and rain are the authors of 
fruitfulness and fecundity. It is of the essence;of a myth, 
however, that it shall express more than one idea. The har- 
mony of different myths or mystical meanings converging 
into one narrativ produces an effect like the chords in music, 

The learned Dupuis, in his ‘‘ L'Origin de Tous les Cultes,” 
a work in twelve volumes, and the most exhaustivin tracing 
the astronomical or Sabian origin of most myths, states as 
follows the theory of Christna's birth: ‘‘ At midwinter, or 
that period which now corresponds to December in the 
northern hemisphere, the constellations were supposed to 
correspond to a goat and a ram, surrounded on all sides by 
stars, which the oriental tendency to impersonate ideas, and 
image forth all things into natural forms, called the stable 
or manger of the goat Capricornus. About this constella- 
tion, also, were several minor groups, the most noted of 
which were termed the Virgin, being a reappearance of the 
summer group, so Called from another aspect ; Bootes, or 
Joseph, the herdsman, and Spica, or the ear of corn, which 
the fanciful mind of the ancient astronomer placed in the 
hand of the virgin, to signify her special attribute of fruit- 
fulness. 2 ] 

“ In summer the constellation Virgo appears at the mar- 
riage feast of the year, when the sun turns the weak water 
ofearth into wine; when the earth is in the plenitude of 
her power, and unites all seasons with her marriage anthem 
of gladness. Her reappearance in mid-winter, in the stable 
of the goat, occasioned her to be called the ‘ Virgin about to 
bring forth,’ and hence the winter Virgo represents the 
mother of the young, newly-born sun, she who brings forth 
in the stable of Capricornus" (Virginis Parturise). 

In the ‘‘Anacalypsis” of Godfrey Higgins a condented de- 
scription is given of the mode in which the sun, which is the 
physical god of the physical world, became to the ancients 
the visible symbol of a supposed invisible principle of deific 
good, or invisible person of God, who was born in human 


‘form of a virgin, and whose attributed life was the meta. 
, phorical version of the sun’s annual path through the zodia- 
‘ eal circle. 

He says: ‘‘ Commencing with the midwinter constellation 
of Capricorn, the sun is first introduced on the gorgeous 
theater of the starry universe as a new-born babe, conceived 
through the maternity of a pyre virgin (the constellation of 
the wintry Virgo), because, says Dupuis, ‘The virgin and 
child represented the vigor of nature in peopling the earth, 
of which perpetual virginity, not cestroyed by procreation, 
affords a poetical idea; also, it suggests the resurrection of 
the dead, annually renewed in the return of midwinter each 
year, an acceptable and universal type among the ancienta 
of God's best gift to man of immortality unquenched by 
death.’ . The same figure £culptured for the heathen 
among the Hindoos, Egyptians, Syrians, Assyrians, aud 
Others has Since served for the Virgin Mary in our Christian 
religion. 

“ The heathen or ancient virgin forms a prominent figure 
among the constellations, and in their beautiful fables wag 
presumed to bring forth a son annually, as the season 
(Christmas) came round when the sun, awakening from the 
death. of winter, first began to rise toward the spring solstice, 
This feast of the ancients—celebrated even as early ag 
among the Aryans at midwinter—has been transferred to 
the Christian religion and adapted to Jesus by the Catholic 
and Episcopal churches; the Scotch and some diasenting 
parties to the above churches refuse the application, and do 
not keep Christmas day, repeating the allegation of Celsus 
and other Greek philosophers that it was held sacred only 
as the birth of the sun, and that Christians betrayed the 
origin of their legend ónly too surely when they adopted 
that day as the birthday of their God." 

Before tracing in other incidents of the legend of Christna 
the original, of which so much use was made in preparing 
the gospels, it should be remarked that even Christna, as an 
embodiment of the sun myth, is comparativly modern, being 
the eighth avatar of Vishnu, or of the saving element in 
Deity. The first avatar or incarnation was that of Buddha, 
who was the child of the virgin Maia by Brahma (the child 
of moisture by the sun) by an immaculate conception pro- 
duced by a ray of light. This Buddha is not to be con- 
founded with the Buddha Sskia of Mr. Arnold’s poem, who 
followed Christna as the ninth avatar of Vishnu. A period 
of two thousand one hundred and sixty years intervened 
between the avatar of Buddha, the first black and. curly- 
haired savior, and the birth of Christna. This interval is an 
astronomical one, being the period of time in which, by 
reason of the ''precession of the equinoxes,” i.e., of the fact 
that the sun every year crosses the vernal equinox fifty-two 
seconds of a degree later than on the preceding year, the 
sun falls back on the plane of the ecliptic, or causes the 
stars through which his pathway lies to make an apparent 
advance, so that the sun receded out of the constellation 
Taurus (the bull) into the constellation Aries (the ram), 

M. Creuzer, in “ Religions de l'Antiquité," volume 1, says: 
“ The name and character of Buddha are purely astronomi- 
cal His birth through the virgin Maia has direct reference | 
to thé sun's annual birth in the constellation of that name at 
midwinter., His royal descent, life, sufferings, miracles, 
death, and resurrection are ali derived from the solar jour- 
ney through the constellations of the zodiac. ”: ‘ 

Godfrey Higgins (Anacalypsis, book 5) says:  Boodha 
and Christina were only renewed incarnations of the same 
Being, and that Being the solar power, or a principle sym- 
bolized by the sun; Buddha being the name of the sun in 
Taurus, the bull, and Christna being the same solar power, 
when, by the precession of the equinoxes, the sun receded 
into the sign of Aries, the ram. . . . The earliest Bud- 
dhists were evidently worshipers of the sun in Taurus. 
They were the builders of the temple of Juggernaut, in 
front of which the bull projects, and were expelled from 
lower India, when, by the change of the signs from Taurus 
to Aries, the religion of Christna eclipsed that-of Buddha," 

It is impossible not to see in this incarnation of Vishnu; 
the life principle in Buddha, or the bull, the same sun myth 
which was worshiped in Egypt under the name of Osiris, 
who, like Vishnu, represented the procreativ or vivifying 
principle, whose soul transmigrated every twenty-five years 
into the body of a bull, which, after being worshiped for that 
period, was drowned in the sacred wells and a new bull 
found by certain signs and consecrated as ' Apis." This 
worship of the bull appears in the Old Testament as an 
idolatry of Bel, Belus, Bael, Bael-peor, and of the golden 
calf, all of which were materialized offshoots of the more 
simple worship of Buddha, as the Lord of heaven, or the 
sun in the ' bull." Whoever wrote the so-called books of 
Moses, which probably date in or after the period of David, 
intended to picture the struggle for the substitution of the 
vivific principle in the lamb (Aries) in place of the older and 
more idolatrous worship of the bull (or calf) as a contest of 
pure religion against idolatry, which is the universal attitude 
assumed by & new faith toward an old. 

Mithra, the Persian form of the sun-god, was born in a’ 
grotto; Bacchus, or Iacchus, the Greek form, in a cavern; 
Jupiter, the Roman form of the same myth, in a cave; 
Christ, the San of Righteousness, in a stable; the New Zea. 
landers represent the sun itself as emerging every morning 
from his cave. 

Christna as 800n 83 born was saluted with a chorus of . 
angels. Regarding Christna as the sun-god, this would be 
a figurativ mode of describing the joyous songs with which 
the rising sun is welcomed by those winged songsters, the 
birds. Luke ii, 13, 14, copies the Christna story and applies 
it to Jesus. The other evangelists omit it. 

The period assigned by the Christian church for the birth 
' of Jesus, December 25th, is the same assigned by the Per- 
sians to Mithra, by the Greeks to Bacchus, by the Hindoos 
to Buddha and Christna, the annual birthday of the sun in 
the constellation Virgo. Obristna was cradled among the 


| 
| 
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shepherds, By an awkward anachronism, ‘‘ Shepherds 
watched their flocks by night” when Jesus was born, 
though this in Judea could not hav occurred in midwinter. 
The astrological meaning of this feature of the myth is that 
the constellation Bootes, the herdsman, is in close relation 
to the wintry virgin. Soon after Chrisina’s birth he is car- 
ried away by night to a remote place, for fear of a tyrant 
who had ordered all children to be slain, because it had 
been foretold that a child then about to be born would 
destroy him; This story is exactly copied by Matthew 
(chapter ii). : 
. The decree that ‘‘all the world should be taxed," which 
' i8 made the reason why Jesus is said to hav been born in 
Bethlehem instead of at Nazareth, was not passed until 
Jesus was nine years old, unless we accept the date of his 
birth from the Gospel of the Infancy. Had it been passed 
prior to his birth, it would not hav caused Joseph to go to 
Bethlehem, for the double reason, cited by Renan, that 
Jesus was not of the family of David, and, had he been, one 
thousand years had intervened since his ancestors dwelt at 
Bethlehem. 8o the journey into Egypt.could not hav been 
made at his birth to avoid his being slain, since Herod 
issued no such decree, and the story probably arose out of 
the fact stated in the Talmud (Wise, Hist. Heb., p. 259), 
that Jesus spent part of his youth in Egypt, which, with the 
desire to follow the Christna story, led to the narration in 
Matthew ii, that he was taken away by night into Egypt to 
avoid being slain. Moreover, a Roman procurator like 
Herod, seventy five yeara old, would hav had neither the 
motiv nor power alleged to order a slaughter of babes. The 
astronomical source of this myth, as applied to Christna, 
is that the months of January and February are a struggle 
between the life and light on the* one hand, as represented 
by the sun, and the death and darkness on the other, as rep- 
resented by the clouds, tempests, and cold of winter, for the 
mastery. The death principle is symbolized by Aquarius, 
the water bearer, who pours out his wrath upon the earth, 
threatening to smite all its germs of life. Pisces (the fishes) 
represents the young children, innocents, germs, which the 
wintry tyrant is seeking to slay. In the Greek fancy, by a 
kind of reverse myth, Niobe (the snow) weeps for her chil- 
dren, slain by the darts of Apollo (the sun) ‘and Artemis (the 
moon) A celebrated cave of Elephanta, in India, contains 
immense sculptures, far older than the Christian era, com- 
memorating the flight of the virgin and her child to escape 
the slaughter of the innocents by Cansa, who is the Indian 
Herod. Astronomically the sun is concealed under clouds, 
but is guarded by the constellations Virgo and Bootes (Mary 
and Joseph). f 
Jesus, like Ohristna, is claimed as of royal descent, but 
ihe descentis traced by both Matthew and Luke through 
Joseph, to whom Jesus was in no way related, and the 


- ——names between David-and-Joseph in the pedigree given. by 


Matthew bear no resemblance to those given by Luke. 
Christna’s face, as soon as born, illuminated the dungeon 
and lighted up the face of his mother. The same is told of 
‘Jesus in the Gospel of the Infancy, which, though now 
deemed apocryphal, is in fact older and more authentic than 
many of the New Testament writings. Probably the astro- 
logical sense of this passage is that the sun, rising as it does 
out of the sea and the clouds, makes glorious its mother, 
Maia, the divine goddess of moisture, by bathing both clouds 
and sea and every drop of dew in glory. 

Christna spoke also as soon as he was born, and com- 
forted his mother, In the Gospel of the Infancy the same 
factis told of Jesus. Christna had a forerunner, Ram, who 
helped to purify the worst of monsters and demons. Jesus 
had a forerunner in John, whose name is mystical in a triple 
sense, as expressiv of the th ree related ideas of the feminin 
principle in nature, of a dove, and of the moon. A prophet 
pronounced Christna a celestial being. So did the wise 
men of the East and John pronounce Jesus, the dove mean- 
while descending on him.  Ohristna, like Jesus, cured a 
leper. A woman poured on his head a box of ointment, 
Christna washed the feet of the Brahmans; Jesus washed 
those of bis disciples.: Christna was carried to Matthura 
(Mattea), oh the river Jumma, where many of his miracles 
were performed, and at which to this day he is held in 
higher veneration than in any other place. As if to place 
beyond doubt the proof that the narrativs of Christna were 
in the hands, of the compilers of the gospels, the Arabic 
edition of the Gospel of the Infancy of Jesus borrows these 
very Hindoo names, and records that the infant Jesus 
-yesided at Matthura (Mattes) during his absence from Judea 
and until Herod died. At this place Jesus is reported to hav 
wrought many miracles, and among others to hav produced 
in that arid region a fountain of fresh water, the only one 
in Egypt. Thus we hav two saviors, one Christna and the 
other Christ, both fleeing from the same kind of a decree, 
both brought to the same spot, both performing there the 
same miracles, save that in the case of Christna of India 
the place referred to and the river both exist in India under 
the names given in the narrativ, whereas in Egypt, where 
these same things are attributed to Jesus, neither the place 
nor the river exists, When the state of Kansas, in adopting 
the constitution of the state of Missouri, forgot to change 
the boundaries, the case of plagiarism was thought to be 
clearly made. out, And yet this Gospel of the Infancy was 
rapeived as authentic by certain sects of Christians in the 
gecond century, and its relations. were credited by Eusebius, 
Athanasius, Epiphanius, Chrysostom, etc. In this gospel 
Jesus is represented as turning certain of his companions 
into sheep, and at the request of their parents restoring 
them to their proper form, a narrativ taken from the Hindoo 
miracles of Christna. 89 in the Gospel of the Infancy 
Jesus has an adventure with a serpent which poisons one of 
his companions, Christna had done the same, In the 
“Infancy” Jesus astonishes his tutor Zaccheus with his 
learning. Christna had done the same. In the canonical 


gospels this story is modified by making Jesus astonish the 


** doctors” without specifying whom. Christna’s followers 
declared him king. So did those of Jesus, though in a 
manner go halting and inconsistent as to compel mistrust. 

. Buddha was called an artificer, Jesus a carpenter. 

Christna asserted that he was the lord of all created things, 
but became evident by his own power, and that as often a8 
there is a deciine of virtue and an insurrection of vice and 
injustice in the world he mada himself evident. Jesus said 
that because of sin he came into the world. Christna de- 
clared that he appeared from age to age, Jesus once for all. 
Christna said, ‘‘Those who adore me devoutly are in me 
and I in them.” Jesus prayed that as ‘‘Thou, Father, art 
in me and I in thee, that they also may be one in us." 
Christna said: ‘‘ He who has sinned, if he adore me only, is 
reputed virtuous. Hav faith in me. No one who worships 
me can perish.” ‘The reiteration of this doctrin of faith in 
Jesus as a personal savior constitutes the gospel. The Hin- 
doos assumed as the basis of Christna’s mission the same 
need of salvation, arising out of the same facts, viz., the 
placing of the first parents in a garden of Eden ; the dis- 
obedience and fall of man; the former destruction of the 
earth by flood, and its prospectiv destruction by fire ; the 
soul's immortality ; a state of future rewards and punish- 
ments, and the necessity of the incarnation of deity in God- 
men. This latter doctrin they held in an elaborate form, of 
which the teaching of Jesus is but a fragmentary relic. 
They taught that incarnations of the deity in man were due 
8t certain astronomical intervals of about six hundred years. 
As these intervale, however, arose out of calculations too 
complex for 80 ignorant a people as the Jews to retain, they 
forgot this feature of Christnaism, and so far as they believed 
in any incarnations were content with one. 

The most noted miracles which occurred to Jesus were old 
in the history of ‘other nations-—of India, Persia, and Egypt. 
The miracles of the transformation of five loaves and two 
fishes into food sufficient to feed many thousands, through 
the agency of Christ, typifies the fructifying power of the 
midsummer sun, which in the harvests of August and Sep- 
tember converts into an abundance the five ears of corn 
which were planted under the wintry skies of February. 
The two fishes are the ancient sign of Pisces, or February, 
the waterman, in conjunction with whose early and latter 
rains the miracle is wrought. The same mystery was wor- 
shiped in theritesof Eleusis. The marriage supper at Cana, 
in Galilee, in which Christ turns the water into wine, is a 
repetition, under a new dress, of the marriage festival of the 
seasons, when the union of the miracle-working sun with 
the passiv feminin forces of nature, more particularly that 
of moisture, resulted in the grape harvest, with its rich bur- 
den of intoxicating delights, Finally Christna raised the 
dead, was crucified, descended into hell, and again ascended 
into heaven. Osirie, in Ezypt, who isalso an impersonation 
of the sun, had the same experience. : 

These myths reveal no scientific truth. In the light of a 
history thus briefly sketched, we flnd Christianity to be, not 
as Hegel assumes, the effort of the absolute to reveal itself 
to the finite, or of God in his subjectivity and without limi. 
tations to make himself known to God in his objectivity and 
surrounded by all the limitations which pertain to him as 
incarnated in man, and chicfly in the divine man, Jesus. 
All this would be very pretty as a consummate metaphysical 
theory were it not that each particular link in the chain of 
supposed facts, every brick in the grand edifice of assumed 
truth, is borrowed and derived from not merely human, but 
pagan, and not merely pagan, but poetic sources, so that he 
that follows the thread long enough traces the miracle 
everywhere into the myth, and he who analyzes the myth 
dissolves it into a mere effort to tickle the fancy or the 
vanity of mankind by some ingenious but unscientific state- 
ment of a phenomenon of nature. 

If art were, a8 Hegel defines it, the vehicle for the convey- 
ance of religion, it would be supremely important to know 
what religion is. Hegel assumes it to be the effort of an 
independent spirit to free itself from matter so as to giv ex. 
pression to its thought. : 

All theology is bastard science. History, however, proves 
theology to be the persistent efforts of a bastard science to 
account for the phenomena of nature by the exercise of the 
imagination only. Itis such an offspring as the hot fancy, 
overcome by a few imposing phenomena, would beget, if it 
must hav issue, without waiting until universal phenomena 
are married to pure reason. It first produces out of the sun 
and the savage the Manabozho, or sun-catcher of the Ojibwas, 
which after many improvements extending through many 
centuries and languages culminates in the Jonah, who is but 
an outward type of the Christ. Meanwhile it is developing 
in other nations a sun-god more subtle than Manabozho, 
who represented merely the sun’s movements or mathe- 
matics. This improved type represented the sun as the 
generativ fructifying principle—the Vishnu, the Osiris, the 
Mithra, the Zeus, and other masculin gods of the conquer- 
ing races, whose emblems were the bull, the eagle, the 
hawk, and the lion. But stillin advance upon these comes 
the class of myths in which not the generation but the re- 
generation, not the initiation of life, but its resurrection out 
of death, is worshiped—as, rudely, in the Hindoo Siva, in 
the Greek Bacchus and Ceres, in the Egyptian Isis, again in 
the Hindoo Christna, and finally in Jesus Christ, in whom 
blend the conceptions of the Ezyptian female Isis, with the 
Hindoo male Christna. 

In all this course of development of the human mind 
there is a continual integration or assimilation of new facts, 
a rejection of old materials-when they hav performed their 
work, and a growth up to and into a more heterogeneous 
and complex system of accounting for the phenomena of 
nature, and this hetrrogeneity and complexity men call spirit- 
uality. - It isa constant approach toward pure philosophy, 


‘but irresistibly leading to a final consummation in the 


sublime orphanage of Atheism. When at last the gods all 
dissolve, the mind discerns that it ia alone in the universe, 


that it has reached the end and explanation of all things, it 
no longer desires retribution upon others, or’ salvation for 
itself, but lookq upon nature and man as a country which it 
has visited, suffered, and enjoyed throughout; upon mythol- 
ogy and theology as clouds that hav vanished ; upon life as 
a day of labor, that interests and wearies, and upon death as 
the welcome close of a delightful entertainment, which 
would pall if it were prolonged, to one who has epjoyed, 
but which may still interest the myriads to be born. What- 
ever life may come after death, the universe is a conspiracy 
to conceal its true nature. It has been shown that the story 
of the divine incarnation, as for us it culminates in Jesus, is 
& myth of gradual historic and human growth, whose entire 
evolution, as an idea, extends over a period of several thou- 
sand years, and which is certainly as allegorical and poetic in 
its origin as the myths of Jonah, of Proserpine, or Hercules. 
It seems natural, therefore, to assume that Hegel, in treat- 
ing of this myth as historie fact, and as the crowning fact 
wherein art, which had previously fed upon man-made fic- 
tions, now builds upon eternal and absolute verity, must. 
hav distorted his philosophy-of art itself by subordinating 
it to an idolatrous superstition. : 
The test as to whelher Hegel had mistaken a temporary 
phase of superstition for an eternal verity of the universe 
might in part be found in the question whether the art rep- 
resentations of the so-called sublime epoch, having their 
topics in the supposed facts of Christian theology, are tem- 
porary or immortal in the standards of teste and beauty to 
which they conform, In the pictures of the Madonna and 
‘her child there is a certain immortality, but it is that of the 
human and not of the theological side of the idea, Mother- 
hood and childhood are all that the picture really represents. 
These-are immortal. Art has never attempted to represent 
the divine fatherhood of Jesus, or his immaculate concep- 
tion, or the interview of the Holy Ghost witb the virgin. 
So art represents only the human, not thé divine part of the 
crucifixion of Jesus. The fact that his crucifixion redeems 
others from their guilt is not and can not be attempted by 
art; nor is his power to forgiv sins Everywhere art utterly 
and inflexibly refuses to set forth what Hegel speaks of as 
the sublime in Christianity, i. e., its dogmas. The painting 
of the last judgment is a painting of physical suffering 
merely, but not of a suffering produced by want of faith in 
Jesus. Therefore it lacks the theological element, In the 
poems of Dante and Milton, as well as the paintings of Cor- 
regio and Raphael, all that is saved of the Christian element 
is its heathenism, its physical side. The torment is pro- 
duced by flame, not by unbelief or heterodoxy. But every- 
where these subjects hav ceased to be art as men’s minds 
hav grown away from the theology on which they dépended, 
Who now admires the last judgment except as a monstrosity 
of paganism ; something that is to be relegated along with 
the rack and thumbscrew to the historic owls and bats who 
watch over the darkness of the middle ages? What were 
once Called ‘‘ Christian’? works of art, whether in the line 
of poems, paintings, sculpture, or architecture, hav ceased 
to be produced, purchased, or admired ; they are becoming 
like the classic gods, mere subjects for antiquarian research, 
The “sublime ” period of art has passed away already, 
and what is called the realistic epoch succeeds. At least 
an idealism which is free from dogma now contends with 
realism for supremacy. Landscape art is a form of realism, 
Victor Hugo’s “ Toilers of the Sea,” and ‘‘ Les Miserables ” 
combine idealism with realism in romantic art. Hood’s 
“Song of the Shirt,” and Mrs, Browning’s “Cry of the 
Children" are undogmatic exhibitions of real suffering. 
Zenobia, Eve, and the Greek Slave show that modern art 
emancipated wholly from theological dogma is for the first 
time becoming true art. Nobody now perceives any emo- 
tional power in Milton's or Dante’s imagery. Why? Be- 
Cause the modern scientiflc taste regards the imagery itself 
as false to fact, to history, and to nature, But an ass with 
a wounded hoof, or a dog with a dead master, may form a 
painting over which millions will weep, because of its real- 


ism. From Protestant households the crucified Jesus as a, 


work of art is excluded. A bastard chrom) representing a 
modern blonde clinging to a cross of stone amidst the sea, 
typifies the sure and remorseless subsidence of struggling 
Christian faith beneath an ocean. not of doubt but of his- 
toric and scientific disproof, which is sure to submerge it 
instantly. 

All this realism in art corresponds accurately to the 
growth of positivism in philosophy. The two are different 
manifestations of the same mental growth. 

As Hegel’s analysis of srt fails to embrace its beginning, 
so it fails to continue to its close. Already the sublime or 
*! Christian ” in art has yielded to the realistic, scientific, or 
positiv; and most of the so-called sublime works of art now 
excite disgust and revolt. The ‘‘spirit” which Hegel 
thought the source of all art-effort has been analyzed into 
one of art’s products, Viz., the etherealized result of the un- 
scientific efforts of the human mind to assign a ‘‘ personal” 
cause to phenomena, Such an analysis necessarily preceded 
the idea that the relation of cause and effect applied only to 
the fact of one phenemenon producing another, and not to 
the assumption of all phenomena being produced by a cause 
that is not itself a phenomenon. In the latter sense no 
cause of anything is capable of being known or thought of, 
Every element in our Conception of the idea must destroy 
some other element essential to its quality. 

Grateful to Hegel, therefore, for his many suggestiv criti- 
cisms, and for outlines that giv promis of a future philoso- 
phy of art, yet to be elaborated on a broader basis than that 
on which he wrought, we lay down his work with the final 
verdict that it is the religion, not the philosophy, of art that 
he has conceived. Art must be so broadly defined as to in- 
clude in its processes the graceful curving of a swallow’s 
wing in flight, and the impartial sifting of a theology that 
has its sources in Sabianiam, in astrology, and in the stars. 
In the light of this final analysis an arg of beauty and of 
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hope still spans the clouds of the darkest superstition. 
History’s descending sua lights them into flame with its 
departing glory. The lightnings which glazed and the 
‘thunders which rolled through them were but sparks and 
snaps of an electrice current, But now scientific observation 
is daily struggling to uncoil from its mystical connection 
with this electric current the verities of spirit and the possi- 
bilities of another life. All faiths, sciences, and histories 
become steps in the evolution of art, and all life, human or 
celestial, culminates in the three superb arts which intro- 
duce us to the good, the beautiful, and the true. These 
must. be love, taste, and logic. Itis superb to study the art 
of kindness. Butin doing so we discover that the highest 
element in kindness is criticism, though, to the heart that 
loves unwisely, criticism seems but slander; and out of the 
truest and kindest criticism rises the final art, logic, the 
demonstration of exact truth, an art which Hegel seems to 
hav thought beyond the reach of art. 


{ettere from friends. 


Yrexa, CAL., Sept. 26, 1880. 

Me. Eprror: Some of your many intelligent readers 
might be tolerably. entertained while perusing the following: 
On the fourth day of last February, being on the mountain 
slopes, my attention was drawn to a lot of birds flying 
around & dead pine tree, uttering fierce, threatening 
screams atevery turn of the wing. I repaired to the spot 
to ascertain the cause. When in view I beheld a large. 
grey mountain squirrel on the tree, which the birds were 
evidently trying to drive away. I now saw that the bark of 
the tree was literally filled with small holes, picked therein 
with the bills of those birds, and every one made just the 
size and shape to hold an acorn, many of which were not 
yet emptied of their contents. ‘These scorns the squirrel 
‘was after, and the birds were intent on seeing that he didn't 
get them. Hence the muss. 

I paused awhile to witness the contention, and was joyed 
to Bee the birds (black woodpeckers) fly circling arouna and 
over him, fl tting down and giving him a peck with their 

. long sharp bills every time they passed him, till the squir:el, 
growing tired of it, betook himself to a limb of the tree 
which he selected. The limb lay nearly horizontal, and on 
this limb he laid himself at full length, with his long bushy 
tail, with hairs erecf, thrown over his back, the end of it 
reaching to his head and Covering it, thus making his tail a 
substitute for the birds to peck, instead of his body, head, 
apd eyes. 

I watched the unsuccessful warfare of the birds for sev- 
eral minutes, and then left, hoping, however, that the birds 
had another set in reserve to take their places when they 
tired, that they could thus save their food, and make him 
retreat without au acorn. "This squirrel reminded me of our 
own great moneyed powers robbiug men, women, and chil- 
dren of their bread. T. M. KELLEY. 


NonpnHorr, CAL., Sept. 12, 1880. 

Me EDITOR: Inasmuch as you seem disposed to allow 
all sides a hearing on political matters, as well as others per- 
tainiog to human welfare, I would like to ventilate my own 
ideas as regards the political situation. As to the financial 
and labor questions, I indorse the principles that the govern- 
ment should control the currency or medium of exchange. 
Those who contend that the Constitution debars the govern- 
ment from issuing paper money, and at the same time be- 
lieve that Congress has power to delegate the right toa 
syndicate of bankers, in my opinion, are fit subjects for a 
lunatic asylum. ; 

As regards the religious and social questions, I am, heart 
and hand, with the Liberal League movement, though not 
belonging to any League. Notwithstanding I am in sy mpa- 
thy with the Greenback Labor party, and also with the 
Liberal League movement, I think the Greenbackers hav 
made a mistake in making nominations, and [ think the 
Liberals will make a mistake should they either make nomi- 
` nations of their own, or join the Greenback party. I hav 
kept a careful watch on the movements of all parties for the 
last fifty years, without ever owning stock in any, and I 
find it an invariable rule that all the worst elements in the 
country drift into the dominant party. Probably there is 
not ose of the old Abolition guard who know that your hum- 
ble servant ever had an existence, yet I knew all the old 
Abolition guard, including the president of the National 
Liberal Lesgue, when the bloodhounds of ecclesiasticism 
were denouncing them as Infidels, and instigating their ig. 
norant dupes to how] them down, pelt them with rotten 
eggs, and drag them through the streets with ropes around 
their necks for daring to speak against that “ divine God- 
ordained institution,” slavery, and notwithstanding the 
Republican party grew out of the old Abolition party, you 
will dog but few, if any, of the old guard remaining in it, 
hut instead yon will find their places filled by the very men 
who were the loudest in denouncing them as Infidels and 
Atheists. 

The Republican party hgs also drawn the largest portion 
of vice and Corruption ont of the 91d Democratic organiza- 
tion, Now, I understand very weil that a man with neither 
a financial nor political standing need notexpect bia voice to 
hav any weight, nevertheless I will volunteer the gdvice to 
both Liberals and Greenbackers to vote for Hancock for 
President, and as to Congressmen, drop all party affiliations 
pug elect the men with the most Liberal proclivities, Those 
who hsv examined critically the report of the Cincinnati 
convention must hav noticed that Hancock was not, in fact, 
ghe nomioge of the convention proper, but the nominee of 
the galleries. rom g}) I hav been able to gather from his 
mecord | firmly believe thet if Hancock is elected he will 
éry bis begt to administer the goyeroment ou the Jefferson- 
Paine principles. A l 

Asg matter of eenrse the monopolies and ring tkieyes, 
backed by the Jesuits, hoth Protestant and Catholic, will 
try their level best to get contre] of the government which, 
of course, they will do should the honest men of the country 
stand sloof, Or, still worse, put themselyg in hostil array 
against him. - . f 

^j will venture a prophecy that if through the spirit of 
gaction that concentrated essence.of political fraud and 
venality should be hoisted to the presidential chair, with & 
majority 1p both houses of Congress to back him, the gov. 
ernment will never be restored to constitutional, republican 
principles, exept tarogezp a sea of blood. Those are my 
gonciusivns. Tnere are but two ekances in the coming con- 
gest. Garfield, backed by all the monopolies and frauds, 
with kke ecclesiastical fraud on top, the ultimate ogtcome, 
&narcby, or Hancock with the chances rather in favor than 


| 


otherwise, of a restoration of the government to original 
principles without any shock to law and or'er Up to 
within a few days I had thought I won!d not take the 
trouble to vote, not baving voted since 1868, when I cast a 
vote for Grant, whose administration so demoralized me 
that I thought I never would cast another ballo’; but of late 
{ hav been reading a Christian newspaper which, in its 
advocacy of Garfield, is urging all the little factions of the 
followers of the meek and lowly Jesus to unite in one solid 
phalanx, each with their distinctiv little banner raised aloft, 
in order to utterly destroy their opponents. It has stirred 
up my old blood to well-nigh boiling heat, and it would 
take but little more of that kind of medicin to send me out 

stumping for Hancock. Los 

Yours truly, 

_ PovrsviLLE, Pa. Oct 7, 1880 
EDITOR OF Tam TRUTH SEEKEBR. Dear Sir: I was much 
amused in the perusal of an article and an editorial reply 
thereto published in THE TauTu SEEKER of Saturday, 
September 25th last, entitled, ‘‘Some Bible Facts.” The 
matter discussed related to the servitude of the children of 
Israel in Ezvpt. As all matters connected with the early 
history of Goa's chosen people are involved in miracle, it 
would be a work of mere folly to try to measure any one 
incident in their national career by the standard of rational 
history. Accuracy of detail is seldom consistent with faith. 
All believers concede that the more improbable a biblical 
event may appear, the more conclusiv the evidence of the 
God's intervention in bringing it about: The Egyptian 
sujourn of the Jews is in itself a miracle, The startling 
multiplicity of their numbers under such depressing condi- 
tions, and in so brief a period, scts at defiance all theories of 
population based on human experience. Notwithstanding 
the king's command to the Jewish midwives to. destroy ail 
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the male oifspring of Jewish mothers, those very mothers 


whom the edict touched most directly, seemed, in conse- 


quence of it, to hav become more prolific in the production 
of male children than before its promulgation. 
withstanding that God commands subj -cts tò be obedient to 
their rulers, yet himself appears to nav built houses for 
those deceitful midwives ia reward for their disloyalty to 
the ruling sovereiga. 
king next orders his own officers to destroy all Jewish male 
children born within their respectiv jurisdictions by casting 
them into the river.. It would be a fair inference to believe 
that a large number of the infants of the proscribed race had 
perished under this cruel decree. 
in face of the written record? Contrary to every rule of 
cause and effect these ext eme measures of the king resulted 
in doubling and trebling the dangerous class they were in- 
tended to extirpate. 
ifiversely to that which the Christian world calls profane. 
It the Je 

might the nativ Egyptiane, as we ure told ia Exodus i, 9, 
then the most astounding of all miracles is that Gud should 
hav led 80 vast a people beyond the Red Sea to perish in a 
barren desert instead of makiog them masters of a country 
in which they slieady constituted a majority of the popula- 
tion. I will pass the question of the magnitude, wealth, 
and power of the Ezyptian kingdom at the period indicated. 


And not- 


Defeated in his firat command, the 


But dare we so conclude 


Thus biblical history seems to work 


ws, in Piaraoh’s reign exceeded in number and 


The record implies a sovereign with fewer subjects than 
those led by the Jewish emancipation out of the kingdom ; 
and if we Consider further that this meager nation had been 
shockingly reduced still more by famin, frogs, hail, pesti- 
lence, and the final desth harvest reaped in the household 
of every Egyptian father in which was smitten the first- 
born, we may wonder whence was derived that grand host 
of warriors whick perished so ignobly in ths Red Sea. : 
JAC.8 A, Hazen, 


New BLOOMFIELD, Mo., Oct. 4, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: A few more such Nova Sco- 


tian fits (Fiiz) and a few more such Bible facts as you had last 


week wili, I fear, knock the bottom out of the great plans 
of Liberal Freethought. M-. Fitz asserts that the Israel- 
ites to the number of seventy emigrated to the land of 
Goshen and there increased to a great multitude, and were 
driven out in great haste under the leadership of Moses, and 
crossed the Red Sea, but the Egyptians were drowned; then 
he says, ' We can no more deny these facts than the 
landing of our Pilgrim Fathers at Plymouth Ruck on Dac, 
21, 1620." Can Mr Fitz furnish authentic history, giving 
day and date of the Israelites emigrating to Ezypt, and 
when they left, when and where they crossed the Rud Sea? 
Does any one dispute the landing of our Pilgrim Fathers ? 
Is there any unreasonable stories told or on record about 
their landing? Do we claim that they were brought over 
tne sea by supernatural agency, or that tbe sea opeaed and 
they came across on dry land? Does Mr. Fuz claim that 
because there is a race of people cailed Jews, now in exist- 
ence, it proves their traditions and superstitions true ? 
lf so, then every nation or race of people, upon the earth 
can Claim that their traditions are true by the same argu- 
ment. 

Does our friend believe the Bible account of the children 
of Israel and Paaraoh ? Would a just and merciful God 
choose Moses, a man whose hands were dyed with his fel- 
low.man's blood, to be the leader of his chosen people? 
Would a just and merciful God send plagues of lice, flees, 
trogs, hail, and thea wind up by slayiag all the first-bora of 
boin man and beast in Ezypt just because Pharaoh would 
not do that he would not jet nim do, for God said, “ But 
Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you” (Ex. vii, 4)? What 
would we think of a God, man, or devil that would hav 
killed all the first-born in the United Siates just because Mr. 

ayes Would not pardon Mr. Bennett out of prison ? Does 
aay ona believe that the Israelites would forget their God in 
three days after they had gegen pli these wonderful works, 
and begia to murmur. Does it look ressqnable tha} they tqok 
the jewelry they had stolen from the Egyptians and made a 
calt and worshiped it within forty days ? Did God forget 
his promis to Abraham, I-aac, & OC», and Moses hav to 
remind bim of it, or be would hav slain the children of 
Israel in his anger ? Can a just, omnipotent, and all. power- 
tul God get angry or j:alous and repent? if he does he 
cagnot he happy. If iv looks foolish for suparstitious man 
‘to bow down tg an idol, how does it look ia a God that gets 
jealous of it? Did the children hav to liv forty years 
un quails and manha, tien where did they get so many cat. 


| tle dnd sheep to sacrifice to their God? It must hav taken 


thousands. And did God get angry because they asked ‘for 
a litue megt po grease their throats? Would a kind father 
get angry begadse hi2 children asked for a piece of meat 
when he had plenty? Would a morciful God gay to his peo- 
ple, ** When thou g est into the country that I gave you, 
thou shalt utterly uestroy every living thing; thou shalt not 
make any Covenant with the people, neither shall you hav 
mercy or pity them?” And when his men had captured a 
iew women and children, would he command them to ** kil, 


L6Yezy mate among the little ones and every Woman that ha: 


known mau, but all the women-^bildren keep for your. 
gelva? (Num. xxi, 17, 18)? Would a just God suffer him. 
seif or bis son to be killed just to satis‘y his own anger ? 

That Christ, if he ever lived, was a philosopher and 
reformer I will admit. Ho taught his people to shun the 
ignorant superstitions of the Jews, and when he was dead 
many centuries bigo'ed priests and bishops found that Free- 
thought was leading the people from under their influence, 
They then fell upon the plan of mixing the teaching of 
Christ with the traditions of the Jews, so as to bind the 
mind of men to be humbugged by them just as they are 
now trying to blackguard the book of nature with their 
Bible. It won't be long till it will he the Old and New Tes- 
tament, and the book of nature, S» the Freèrhir kers had 
better take Time by the eyebrows and get up a Freethinker's 
Bible. 

Mr. Fi'z is right when he rays that Catholics hav burned 


Protestants and Protestant: hav. returned the compliment. 


with interest whenever a chance occurred. Aad since they 
hav been deprived of this great Caristian nlessure they hav 
transferred their fires to hell, aud with their infernal instru- 
ments of torture created an imaginary devil: With these 
they still hope to scare men and force them to think as they 
think and do as they do. Of what use is à man to society 


it, he has to he scared with tne devil and hell to make him 


be & peaceful neighbor. . 

Mr. Editor, Ihav made this letter longer thau I intended 
to, and am not quite through yet, but as I am just ingmy A 
B C's in Freethvught, I hope you will excuse my tedious. 
ness. Here is a plan I bav thought of for circulating Tax 
Truta SEEKER ; that is, every week when I hav read it 
through to mail it to some one else, each week sending toa 
different person. In this way, if every subscriber would do 
the same with his fifty-two papers a year, you would soon 
hav a large list. It was some time before I could make up 
my mind to do this, for I want THE TRUTH SEEKER to make 


a book of, but if I can be the means of saving one of my 


fellow-men from a slavery of the mind, I can readily make 
the sacrifice. Yours most truly, Rue Van WINELE, 
Baxter Springs, Kan, Sept. 80, 1980. 
DEAR TRUTA BSEEKER: Any one who can be satistied with 
the R-publican party is an illustration of a perverted human 
nature most unaccountable to me. In the first place, it 
never was the party of the people nor for the people; it 
never was an Abolition, not even a reform party. It only 


abolished slavery because it had to at the point of the bay. . 


onet, and kept the Fugitiv Slave law enforced for neatly 
two years after the rebellion broke out. When they were 
forced by a military necessity, instead of a moral necessity, 
to abolish slavery by proclamation, it was more like a bribe 
held out to slaveholders for ninety days to lay down their 
arms and return to the Union, where they could enj»y the 
delectable institution of slavery for all time'to come. When 
they enfranchised the freedmen they insulted our wives, 
sisters, and mothers who pay taxes by allowing the whole 
combined force of ignorance and squalor to enact laws 
oppressiv to their welfare, : 

Although one of the fathers of the Republican party was 
compelled to abandon it, maay of us belonging to the radi- 


cal wing of the party clung to it in hope they would do. 


something for the people; but, alas, vain was our hope for 
the consummation! 

Grantites held the situation, and I will ask, in the name 
of humanity, what good act hav the R publicans in power 
ever done for the people? Absolutely nothing. All their 
legislation was class and against the people. Notwithstand- 
ing the great barriers they hav thrown in the way of pro- 
gression, the nation bas prospered in spite of this presump- 
tuous party. 

Now, how are we to vote under these trying circum- 
stances? 
ticket? Is there a possible hope of drawing enough votes 
from the two old parties to make the new one successful? 
I think not, because the new one is too much of a one-idea 
party. I do not like the name Greenback for perpetuation. 
We might as well take the name Bluebelly. Now the term 
Democracy, in its broad significance, means everything that 
is good and honorable between man and man, It is the 
government of all over each, and of each overall It is the 
right of doing as we wouid be done by. : 

It a corrupt class of politicians bay stolen the livery of 
heaven to serve the devil in, we want to storm their fort and 
purge out the Corruptions, .We hav all heard the fable of 
fruth and Falsehood bathing, when Falsehood, not baing 
particular about the cleanliness of his body, got out of the 
path and put on Truth’s clothes; and poor Truth, although 
clean, had to ever afierwards go naked, f 


Republicaa Corrupiionists of their sheep's clothing, that 
their wolfishness may be exposed. i 


Hence let us never giv up the ship of Democracy to pi- F 


rates. This is called a Democratic Republican form of 
government, and let us be true to that name, 
theory while the other is the practice. Let us, then, vote 


Democracy and practice Republicanism, not in name, but. 


in truth and sincerity, which will conduct us to the end, the 


gréat desideratum of human existence—happincgs ot fag. 


whole race, Yery Tospeestuly yours, 


. D. MoOLumE. ` 


— Extra, Iowa, Sopt. 30, 1880. ` 


D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sr: à send herewith $3, tu pay. 


you what I owe you oa my paper, I expect to take Liberal 
papers as long as I am abie to pay for them, and I expect to 
tiad in them many things I do not enjoy and many things I 
do enjoy; at least I find itso with yours. 

I am an enemy to superstitiun, sad I do not believe that 
hav one particle of it ia m makeup. hate the idea o 
teaching taythology for trüth, whether it be found in thé 
literature of the "Egyptians, the Greeks, the Jub the 
Jews, the Christians, the Muhammedans, the Mormons, of 
the hundreds of other places or peuple where such literature 
is found. I am willing and anxious to strike hands with 
any man Or organization of men and work shoulder to 
shoulder with them, whose purpose it is to destroy the de- 
lusions that dark and dire superstition and blinded ignof- 
ance hav, and are now enveloping, the mind of man in; byt 
I am decidedly opposed to the course Taz TRUYH SEEKER 
is taking in regard ig tne political parliés and the political 
issues. “The advice its editor is giving Liberals to vote for 
Hahcock afd the Democratic ucket the editor must cer- 
tamly.khow cannot be complied with by a ms Line of those 


who would like to see your pdper and the Liberal cause 
prosper, if the Liberal stfength ‘is'as generally in the Repub- 
lican party as it is in this locality. — . : : 
. Why, Mr, Editor, ihe Democratic party is the fossil party 
in American politics, and to its petrified carcass hanga 
the Pandora of all political and religious evils, it 
championed the cause_of human slavery, and quoted the 


Shall we vote the Democratic or Greenback ` 


i : We propose to re- 
tura Truth his clothes by voting the Democratic ticket, and ` 
expose the ugly nakedness of Falsehood by depriving the- 
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it opposes the general diffusion of knowledge, anu prefers 
ignorance and darkness to Knowledge and light; it has no 
word of encouragement for the cause of woman; it has no 


negro killer, the ballot-box stuffer, and has a passage of the the body. Therefore, as the church is subject unto Christ, | man beings. 
` An let the wives be to their own husbands in everything " 


sacred scriptures to justify its every act of violence, 

We certainly can uope for nothing if we place Democracy 
at the helm of state. In all the states where Democracy is 
the most absolute, where Republicans hav never held the 
reins, a free school is not known. Democracy champions 
mental snd. physical slavery, while Republicanism cham- 
pious light, knowledge, and liberty. Where Democracy is 


aad Liberal Leagues are unknown. But where Republicaus 
couat their maj srities by the tens of thousands, as in Michi- 
gan, Iowa, Nebraska, and Kansas, Liberal Leagues are most 
numerous and Liberal men are most energetic. There are 
religious bigots in both parties, and the only question for 
us to decide before casting our votes is which party is the 
most progressiv, taking their records and the tendencies of 
their doctrins into consideration. : i 
If Haneock is elected, every Catholic bishop, every priest, 
every fossil movk in his dreary convent, and the old Pope 
himself, will rejoice with unspeakable joy. Put the admin- 


istration of the government of this country into the hands, 


of Hancock and you sre giving power to a man too incon- 
sistent- to practice the religion he professes to believe or too 


or cannot practice.  - f . 

Not so with Mr. Garfield. He has the honor and consist- 
ency to practice what he professes and defend by his every 
action the faith he hasia his religion, From him, there. 
fore we can certainly hope for more charity, more justice 
for our adverse opinions on unknowable questions, thau 
from Hancock, backed and spurred on against us, as he will 
be, by the wealth of the solid Catholic influence, and the no 
less uürelentiag bigots of a solid South. I tell you, Mr. 


. Editor, with due deference for the opinions of Messrs. 


Leland, Wakeman & Co., our cause is safer in the hands of 
progressiv, inteligent Republicans than it isin the hands of 
fossil Democracy, whipped into the old ruts by such back. 
ing. If our caussis so much safer with Democrats than it 


` js with Republicans, why dcn’t they manifest their sense of 


j istice toward us and their charity for those who honestly 
differ with them on uvKaows.ble questions, by repealing the 
Jaws in these states where they huc. absolute control, which 
would debir you and me, Mr Editor, from holding any 
cffize of trust, or testifying ou tbe witness-stand, unless we 
‘would take the Christian oath and kiss the mytholc gical old 
book that we dee: no more divine or sacred than Dr, Ayer's 
last yesr'a almanac ? On the other hand, every state, or 
nearly so, where the R:publicans bav hela control for any 
length of time, the mure intolerant and obnoxious religious 
laws of a century sgo and less hav been repealed. Let us 
hold fast to the old Republican ship. She has run down 
some of the relics of barbarism held sacred by ignorance, 
‘superstition, and inbumanity, and fastened by Democracy. 

Every Mormon in Utah, or nearly so, and every Catholic 
in New Mexico, is a Democrat, and the laws establishing 


, By the power of words we paint a picture of nature. 


phatically reject them : : 
1. “ He shall rule over thee ” (Genesis iii, 16). 


- barbarous laws of Moses ss infallible proof of its justness; yonr attention to them in order that you may the more em- | over the (Presbyterian) church, but coming in contact with 


en Infidel like myself and one or two others, he fell out with 
his flock aud preaches no more, but turned to and became a 


) Fw: 2, ** Wives. submit yourselvs unto your hnsbapds as unto | wiper ef engines; but that was too hard, too much, and he has 
resolution to offer for the chuse of prohibition and the gocd the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as | now got a place at the depot as an assistant to the night. 
work of temperance; it Jends its aid to the bulldozer, the Chrietis the head of the church ; and he is the savior of | watchman. Thus act the powers of the mind on poor hu- . 


Eph. v, 22. 23). ‘ A 
What is the meaning of these strange worda addressed to 


; this liberal-minded lady and gentleman, wbo hav journeyed 
, through life on the silvery stream of time, hand in hand, to 
; the twenty 


leaves. 
The 
sun becomes brighter, the sky more blue, the vallies and 
hills lovelier, all through the magical use of words There 
are those beautiful words by which the poet raises us to the 
highest heaven, leads-us by the laughing, rippling rivulets, 


golden-fringed words, opens our eyes to the gems of the 


‘guns and planets. 
happiness of millions of the married. 
Here too is Woman's chosen field, the arena of words. 


cise a strong and eloquent tongue, although every peace- 
loving husband prefers it on & low key. He dreads nothing 
‘io all nature 80 much as the high-water maik of his wife's 
tongue. You can afford to laugh now, for we hav a calm, 
but you married gentlemen hav your spring tides. Ah, yes! 
you know how significant these terms are. A single word 
will sometimes upset. gravity itself, like that young clergy- 
man who agreed to supply the pulpit of an older brother 
absent from home. The young clergyman escorted the 
daughter of the pastor to the church, and after seeing her 
safely in the father’s pew, ascended to the pulpit, uncon- 
scious that this natural attention to the young lady was 
sufficient to excite lively imaginations and inquiries in the 
audience. 


to suppress laughter, 


the words, ''Am:ziog Grace!" 
poetry thickened: 


"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

- , And grace my fears relieved, d 
How precious did that grac» appear 

' Tne hour I first believed!” 


“Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I hav already cone; : 
"is grace has brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home!” 


As he proceedéd the 


A silver wedding is an easy, graceful subject, It is upon 
a cue apreciation of the value of words that connubial 
felicity largely depends. The vicious husband and the 


and bids us listen to all nature resonant with rhythm, har- | what 1 shall do. 
mony, and sweet cadences, The astronomer, with gorgeous | backer do the same, and see how large a vote we can poll. 


pubtic schools in those territories hav been twice voted | cross wife acquire a habit that makes slaves of them. 
down, which is decidedly against our Cause, as we cannot | Harsh words tan the hot temper to red heat. Habit becomes 
hope to break the cloud of superstitions da: kuess that befogs | sometimes strorger than our lirst nature, and by permitting 
the minds of men unless we can hav a general diffusion of | ourselves to fall victima to the habit of using harsh expres 


. this necessity must be accomplished. . 


kuowledge, and our public schools are the means by which | gions we sink ourselvs in the esicem of our friends and in 


ernment into the hands of those who will not educate. 


Do not’ giv the gov- 


our good opinion. In old age we bear the marks of our 


habits ag the prisoner does those of his chaing.. A husband 


I started out to tell you why I read. your paper with min: | and father who employs ugly, boisterous words, and then 
gled joy and sorrow. I like its religion, but I detest its! excuses himself on the ground that he does Dot mean any- 
politics, and I wish here to enter my protest against its|thing by them, sows-a crop of weedy words that will grow 


being converted into a Democratic organ, foras I love my- to plague him. 


Words hav wings, and as soon as their 


country and meatal and physical libe: ty, L bate Democracy, | cage, «ne mouth, is open, out they fly, and mount beyond 
for it raised a parricida] hand against the former aud | our reach, past recovery. The habi of acquiring good, 
enslaved both the minds and bodies of men. As L love a} beautiful words is just as easy as to say rude things. Dr. 
pure ballot-box and & fair count, I hate Democracy, for it] Samuel Johnson said a man had no more right to say a rude 
defiled the former and defrauded the laiter. Yea, I hate the | thing to another than to knock him down, 


very name of Democracy, for with it is associated every 


We must ali acknowledge that one look into the smooth, 


crime known to man--infeciion, murder, assassination, | placid face of Bro. Smith satisfies us that Mrs. Smith has 


L cannot and will not vo:e for Hancock! 
Yours for Garfield and the Liberal canse, 
J. A. HALLOCK, 


treason. 


SILVER WEDDING OF Mik. SANFORD WARD SMITH AND WIFE, 
MRS. MATILDA SMITH. 


Monmovurg, ILL , 1880. 


Eprror TRUTH SEEKER: A large company assembled and | against Policy.” 


** surprised " the conple, took temporary possession of their 


used him with the tenderness of a mother toward ner babe— 
when she is not mad! 

The first words I ever wrote for the press—nearly twenty- 
five years ago—were printed in the ZUluminati, published in 
Cleveland, Onio, by Our host. His was a free and inde- 
pendent paper, which could at that time, even, admit an un- 
compromising article, and my muiden efiort, was *' Principle 
Aad now lstand before my brother and 
sister to congratulate them on their pleasant Sail adown the 


home in this town, illuminated the garden with Chinese | Stream of earthly existence. Doubtless they, like the rest of 


-lanterng, lighting up the dwelling and surroundings until 


they resembled a palace of the gods. 

Prof. W. F. Jamieson, of Chicago, was called upon to 
deliver the wedding address, and to make the presentation 
of what appeared to be a Bible, the gift of the many friends 
of host and hosteas, which was sound to contain several texts 
of scripture and forty-three silver dollars, of date ** 1880,” 
and one silver half dollar. i 

For more than a generation Mr. and Mrs. Smith hav been 
uncompromising Liberals. , i 
an ardent lover of the Bible (which sbe considers iaimical 
to her sex), hence the significance of presenting her with a 


complete, made so by he allusions in the address by 
Prot. Jamieson, given amid the irces of the garden, in the 
still night air: : ; 
WEDDING ADDHESS. 


Smith will discover this text: c 
justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned" 
(Mau. xii, 87). 

‘Let this be my text. 8 tl t 
things in the book. The conviction is too general that 


words are trifles, but the fact is they are the most important | by the parucipants. 


things in this world. Such is the power of words that we 
more easily forgiv a mean act than a mean word. Ask the 
wife if there is any value in kiud, encouraging, appreciativ 
words. 


Mra, Smith, especially, is not i 


ur, hav had their shadows; but shadows in the sky hav 
their usee—why not the shadows of the mind as well? We 
need not banish them, 
the sunshine. 


Yours singerely, A. H., KRUGER. 
Bhi8TOL, Wis., Oct. 9, 1830, 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Will you allow me in a few 
Words to giv you a new and novel mode jn the coming pres- 
idential election of the Liberals voting and showing their 


-fifth milepost? To-night we meet to celebrate | strength. It is evidently impossible to bring all, or even a 
_ their silver wedding. Let the silvery words of our joy ring E apie aay E pact ies 


the strongest, Freethought and Liberalism are the weakest, ‘out and be borne afar 


great, ms jority, tothe support of Greenbackers, Republicans, - 


fon these gentle breezes which kiss the| or Democrats. Probably. the Liberal vote between Han- 


cock and Garfield will be nearly evenly divided, although 
the great mijoriy of Liberal Voters hav heretcfore been. 
Republican. l 
Let me make a proposition. Let every Liberal Republican 
erase the first elector from the head of his Republican ticket 
and substitute the name of Robert G. Ingersoll. that is 
Let every Liberal Democrat and Green-- 


It wil add greatly to the vote to hav the tickets thus. 


[8ky, and thrills us with the poetry of millions of whirling | printed, Liberal Democratic ticket, and Republicans and 
It is words that make or unmake the | Greenbackers with the same heading, and send them to the 


Ít would cost but little 


readers in every Voting precinct. 
to print them, and surely every Liberal deserving of the 


OU Es 1 j However weak she may be physically, she can always exer- | name, be he ever so strong a Republican or Democrat, could 
devoid of principle to denounce a religion that he will not. 


&fford to vote for this foremost champion of free thought 
and free speech, besides tens of thousands that read and 
admire his speeches that hav not yet enrolled under the Lib- 
eral banner. Respectfully suggested, R F. MILIS. 


Monro, Uras, Sept. 30, 1880 

Mr. EDITOR, Dear Sir: I bav been listening to the great 
Liberal clock, '' iia life's seconda numbering tick, tick." I 
counted ita tickings up to two hundred, then it © stopped 
short," What isthe matter? Isthe old man dead ? No; 
his enemies hav only set a trap for him, and succeeded in 
alluring him away from home by telling him that the trap— 
the separation of church and atate—is for the good of both. 


Upon reading the hymn to be sung, the ycung clergyman | Will the old man be caught in the trap? N, I think not; 
wes surprised to perceive evident eff sts in the congregation | he wiil. come back and giv the peaduum a vigorous push, 
The daughter of tne oid clergy man | and the old clock will not stop at two hundred, but will 
possessed the mell fluous name of Grace, and, all unsuspi-| Keep on, tick, tick, faster and louder, until its vibrating 
cious of that fact, he had chosen the hyma beginning with | sound shall be heard in every house, proclaiming liberty 


and freedom throughout the entire length and breadth of 
our great country. 

What I wish to illustrate is this: It takes a certain 
amount of energy to a proportional amount of force. A 
short time ago the Liberals throughout the couniry used 
their energy toward organizing, and great was the progress 
they made, but in propoition as their energy bas been 
diverted Into other channels, just in that proportion has 
the progress of the organizition ceased, Some will say, "Let 
the chatter go on,” but are we not neglecting that which is 
wust imporiant for something that will do but very little 
good ? If any think that they can turn the Liberals 
irom one set of intolerant bigots to suatain and support 
another, such, I think, will fud themsclv& disappointed in 
the end. No creed-bound purty will ever accezd to the 
wishes or demands of the Liberals; that would be to com- 
mit suicide out and out. 

Suppose we hav one hundred earnest and qualified work- 
ers in the field of liberty, sll working like beavers toward 
organizing Libera! Leagues, to proclaim truth and liberty to 
al, they could accomplisa s great &mouat, But, sup- 
pose, on the other hand, that each one vets up a pet theory 
of his own, and goes to work to convince all the rest of 
the human race, each for his own peculiar idol ; for in- 
stance, some will take up entirely the cause of the Demo- 
crate; another the Republicans; another the Greenbackers; 
another intemperance in relation to the sexes ; another the 
same in relation to eating; another to drinking, and 80 on 
to the end of the chapter, while each will, of course, hav 
some special admirers who will stand clapping their hands, 
saying, Go on; well done. I will admit it is sometimes 
umusing, and often instructiv, but after all how much real 
good is accomplished thereby? Does it unite us and increase 
our number? Does it orgauizs Liberal Leagues ? Notas 
much a8 if all we:e woiking to the one and needful end and 
purpose. M. J. 

er 


Outlines of the French Revolution.” 


To THE ÉbirOB OF Tus TRUTH BSEEKER, Sir: A few 
weeks sgo [ received a copy of friend Bell's ‘‘ Outlines of 
the French Revolutiop," and I purposed expressing a few 


They help us better to appreciate | Words regarding iis merits as soon 88 read, and would hav 


done so had not my more pressing duties occupied all my 


Mr. and Mrs. Smith, permit me to bear to you the good | spare time. While riding on the cars to fill my appoint- 


will, the respect, the good speed of your friends und neigh- 
bors who hiv kaown you long as two people devoted to 
principles; do what you think is right; following your high- 


ments, the ‘‘ Outlines " occupied the time between stations, 
The work, though small, is à very satisfactory condensation 


est Convictions of truth; daring to dissent frow tne narrow | of. the causes and effects that produced and ultimated that 


love of truth for its own seke, 


nterpretations of those who do not know the bliss of simple | great epoch in human history. It is also a very valuable 


contribution and aid to those who hav hitherto been con- 


I present you this book as a slight token of the esteem of 1 t trovers 
volume für which she had lite respect—the surprise was | Your many friends on this twenty fifth anniversary of your | Vereant late abe panne adig uite eh marae Mn 


wedding-aay—a slight token, I say, tor did it fully express 


political and religious, than any other social snd political 


the love your frienus bear you, its treasures would be apples upheaval the world has ever known, This little work bringa 


of gold in pictures of silver. 
it." 


There would be ''miilions in | to mind in all their freshness the stirring events of that 


period, and vindicates the superior equity and justice of 


Mr. Smith, in behalf of himself and wife, responded in à | those who were eminent advocates of Liberal thought, 
Ia this book which I hold in my hand Mr. and Mrs, | feeling manner, expressing his surprise and appreciation of 


* By thy words thou shalt be | the respect shown them. 


Friend Bell brushes away quite a number of the remain- 


Then the friends repaired to the supperroom and did|ing cobwebe of superstition ; and those whose manifold 
ample justice to the grand repast furnished by the ladies of | labors will not allow the time for extended reading in that 


It proves that there are some good | the £atuering. 


The enjoyment of that evening will long be remembered 
ELLA B. WILSON. 


. Pacirrc, Oct. 2, 1880. 
D. M, Bennett, Dear Lir: Hewiog to the line aud not 


In this respect Mrs. Smith's life has been blessed | mindiug where ihe enips “tall” may do very well, but if 


direction may fiad in these few well-stored pages food for 
honest thought, and an unbiased presentation of the causes 
for this human revolt against political and priestly misrule 
and despotism. The work should hav a very wide circula- 
tion, which I trust and feel confident it will, Friend Bell 
has my sincere thanks for this well-directed effort in the 


for a quarter of a century. Her happy look has baffled | one does not take care, while they are under one’s feet, one | general work, and also for his personal kindness in forward- 


time, and slmost defied the neuralgia [great laughter in 


may step and slip and cut oneself, and stup the act. My 


. which the bride heartily joined] bleak as a Russian winter, | bewing to the line in the :ense as taken has pretty near dis- 


and while she struggled with the malady our sympathies | abled me. lam without business. My opinions are pretty 


were with ber then, as Our joy is with her to-night; and we | well known. 


Bee, instead of pain, the peaceful, glad expression! — 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith, your friends present you with this 


I am sot much contradicted, either as to 
Spirituslism as a law, nor religion as no law. 
‘nia ia a curious kird of a town. There are some that 


book. Upou the back of it [ read the letters, B-I-B-L E. | are non-religious, thuc do not believe in Christianity, but yet 


We all know how you love the volume. 


it treasures of which you hav noi dreamed. True there are 
some exis which bear hard upon women, 


. Heretofore our | took place here a short ume ago. : : 
hostess nas managed to skip them. Permit ys to again qal]: Eiving came here aboyt $ year or so ago to preide: Leslie, Mich, 


We are told by | refuse my paper, TRE TRUTH SEEXKER, and even the Znoes- 
our dear Christian frienda that by searching you will find ia | Zgator. ` : 


A very queer or rather strange freak in the clerical 


A Certain Mr, John 


ing me a Copy. GEORGE LYNN. 


Lockport, Oct. 3, 1889, 


A. Challenge to Theologians, 


To tum EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I challen 
the clergy, Spiritualists, or Materialists of the world 


ranka prove that the biblical history teaches the real persona 


istence of a God, & devil, or a Jesus Ohrist. 
Eram Woopw 


he Tenth Seeker, 


October 16, 1880. 


Church Taxation. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Sir: Wil you allow me to say a word 
through your columns to your New York 


state readers ? Ihav got printed and will | 


furnish 6n application blank patitions to the 
New ,York Legislature for the taxation of 
church property, clergymen, and priests, A 
very good time to get signatures to these 
petitions will be presidential election day. 
There should be some one present with one 
of these petitions at every polling-place in 
the state. In this way we can hav a number 
of thousand names to rend into the Legisla- 
` ture the first days cf its session. 

And allow me to request the vice-presi- 
dents of the New York State Freethinkers’ 
Association of the various counties of the 
state to see to it that on election day a suit- 
able person is oa hand in each election disg- 
trict to attend t^ this business. 

Salamanca, N. Y. -° H. L. Green, 

Sec. N. Y. F. A. 


What is Thought? 


To THE EDITOR or Taz TRUTH SEREER, 
Bir: In gour issue of Sept. 25th I find an 
article from. the pen of 8. D. Moore, of 
Adrian, criticising the ideas of. E A. Chap- 
man upon the subject, What is Thought ? 
I find it easier for people to indulge in criti- 
cism respecting the opinions advanced by 
others than for eich to express his or her 
opinion upon any subject, leaving it for the 
reader to decids upon the merit or demerit of 
the arguments adduced. 

I respectfully demur from the reasons 
presented by either of the gentlemen in proof 
of what constitutes thought, and with your 
kind ` permission will giv the intelligent 
readers of Tex TRUTH BEEKER my opinion 
upon the above interesting subj2ct-question. 
In the first place, 1 deny the existence of 
anything in nature which is not composed of 
substance or matter, from the most stupen- 
dous world down to the infinitesimal atom. 
There is nothing in the broad universe which 
cən act upon or come from any organized 
being that is not matier in some degree of 
refinement, as coarse, Coarser, coarsest, fine, 
finer. finest- The five senses of man cannot 
in the least degree comprehend anything 
which is not substance. 

To say that the brain of man, which is 
wholly composed of matter, can beget a 
thought tbat friends Chapman and Moore 
Ray is not matter, is, to me, the very climax 
of absurdity, Man js just as much a spirit 
and immortal to-day as he ever will be. 
Every particle of matter composing the high- 
est being down to the atom has indelibly 
stamped upon it eternal life in some form. 
All things commenced to develop from the 
atom, which is the soul of all entities, and 
each entity or soul-germ primarily existed in 
the great sea of atoms; and every atom thus 
existing was surrounded by an atmosphere 
entirely its own, and within the atom and 
atmosphere were all kinds of possibilities 
waiting for the master-hand of progression 
to awaken into eternal life and use. The 
impartiallaw of nature has placed no more 
god-power in one atom above another, but 
established them all as parts of an infinit 
whole, whose outward or physical body is 
subject to change, as Well as the inner or 
more ethereal one which covers the soul, 
which soul remains from everlasting to ever- 
lasting the same unchangeable substance. 

For Mr. Chapman, a Spirituslist, and Mr. 
Moore, a Materialist, to say that a single 
particle from the infinit whole can be de- 
stroyed only shows their profound ignorance 
upon the grand subject. All matter which 
the five senses of man can comprehend is 
a part and parcel of nature; and if either of 
the above gentlemen can destroy one of the 
least of ail particles, or can find a place 
wherein to place something and then call it 
nothing, in my opinion, they hav infringed 
upon the infinit whole and opened a door 
through which all nature can finally emerge 
into the locality of nothing and be eternally 
lost. 

Thomas Paine, in his ‘Age of Reason,” 
says his best thoughts came to him from out- 
ward sources. How often we hear men 
speak after this fashion, “A thought struck 
me which I neverthought before!" Thoughts 
come and go. You cau send your thoughts 
to any locality of which your mind is cog- 
nizant, and they wil! return bringing new 
ones for consideration. We say great 
thoughts, little thoughts, wise thoughts, or 

o"lish thoughts, and by such comparison 

~ refer (o the substance composing them. 
Chapman informs us that light and 
are not composed of substance. Mr. 
he Christian philosopher, informs ug 


N 


in his writings that light is a coarse sub- 
8tance in comparison to electricity, magnet. 
ism, aurs, and the seven colors; he says they 
iare gradations of matter. "The spirits dic- 
tating the gospel of nature say thought is 
the finest of all substance. But I do not ex- 
pect my friend Moore to take much stock in 
Spiritualism, for in his article he says he was 
a student in the spirit school for ten years, 
but, failing to realiza any benefit in it, he 
dropped it. So we perceive that ten years 
of his precious life was entirely thrown away 
without the least good derived to self or the 
public generally. He has with one bound 


overleaped Spiritualism, and believes with 
Mr.Chapman that thoughts are not composed 
of substance. i 

. Well, gentlemen, with regard to many of 
your thoughts in your articles, I think you 
bav hit the nail squarely on the head, for 
they do not seem to contain any real sub- 
stance, and approach as near the point of 
nothing as any sane man can get without 
total annihilation. I trust, friend Moore, 
that ten years more of hard study in the 
Materialistic ranks will carry you beyond 
the minimum of Christianity to a higher ap- 
preciation of a continued existence after the 
dissolution or change called death; and learn 
this fact, that an immaterial something hss 
no existence, only in the imagination of a 
deluded brain. Iam a Spiritual Materialist 
from the crown of my head to the soles of 
my feet, but I can see no propriety in trying 
to alter or destroy anything which is in 
nature, for however low you may reduce 
matter it etill remains in nature. 

Is there anytbing in nature which should 
notexist? When welook into the mirror, 
is the form we gee upon the plate substance, 
or do we see nothing? In sitting before the 
daguerrian camera, do we throw anything 
from ourselvs upon the pldte that is mate- 
rial? 

Will some of the readers of your valuable 
paper reply to and answer the above ques. 
tions, and oblige your humble servant? 

With due respect, I await a reply, 
M. L., SAERMAN. 
Adrian, Mich., Sept. 2, 1880. 


National Liberal League. 


NEW AUXILIARY LEAGUES. 


Rattle Creek, Mich., Abner Hitchcock, Sec. 

Findlay, Ohio, W J Taylor, sec. * 

Byron, Mich., Jas 4 Burgess, Sec. 

Scandia, Kan , A D Wilder, Sec, 

Mason City, Iowa, Dr 8 Barria, Sec. 

Union Flat, Wash. Ter.. J M Harper, Bec. 

San Francisco, Cal., Byron Adonis, Sea. 
Detour, Mich.. Ceealia Hill. Sec. 

Middleton, N. Y., O W Niver. 

Walla Walla, Wurb. Ter.. W 8 Gilliam, Sse, 

Flint, Mich., Geo G Bennett, Bec, 

Eigin, Iil., J W Archibald, Reo. 

Prairie City, Or.. Jules Le Bret. See. 

Kansas State League, Lawrence, Kan., 0 

N Robinson, Sec, : 

Upper Martole, Cal., A A Hadley, Sec. 

Rockford, Ill., G W Brown, Sec. 

Maple Rapids, Mich., 8 J Dunstall, Sec. 
Angola, Ind. G_B Fleming, Sec. 

Portland. Or.. Fe:d Metz»r. Sec. 

Milton, Or.. D W MeDonaid, Sec. 
Lookout. Kan.. G M Blowers, Sec. 
Cobden, Ili. O Richardson, Sac. 
Galesburg, Ill., A 8 Cunningham, Sec. 
Alliance, Ohio. C W Noland, Sec. 

Iowa State League, Norway. Iowa, E O 

Walker, Sac. 

209 Streator, I)., Wm M Bronson. Bec. 

210 Sandwich, Ili.. J A Freeman, Sec. 

211 Harts Mills, Kan, W L Z3artng, Bec. 

212 Ohicago. Ill., Henry J Woodhouse. Sec, 

T, 0. LELAND. Bec. N. L. L. 

201 E. 7iststreet. N. Y. 
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George Chainey’s 


FOUNDATION STONES 


l OF THE 
CHURCH OF THE UNITY, 
EVANSVILLE. INDIANA. 


And the foundations of the wall of 
the city were garnished with all manner 
of precious stones.—Rev. xxi, 19. 


For modes of faith let graceless bigots fight: 
His can’t be wrong whose life ia ia the right; 
1n faith and hope the world will disagree, 
But all mankind’s concern 18 charity; | - 
All must be false that thwartthis one great end; 
And all of God that bless mankind, or mend. 
— Pope. 
Price 75 cenís, Cloth. 


For sale at TRUTH SEEKER office, 141 Eighth 
street, New York. : 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 


: WASHINGTON, D. C.. July 19, 1880. 
I wish to notity 'he public that a Mr. Baldwin. 
of Chicago, also Rhodes & McOlure, of the same 
placo, are publisuing pamphlet editions of my 
lectures. All the lectures published by them 
are grossly inaccurate—filled with mistakes, 
horrihly printed, and ou rageously urjust to 
me. These men are simple literary thieves and 
pirates, and are obtaining money from the pub- 
ie under false pretenses. I take this course to 
warn the publie that these publications are 
fraudulent. The only correct copies of my lec- 
tures are published by C. P, Farrel). All others 
are published by people who ara willing to steal 
from me and defraud the publie vender, These 
wretches hav published one lecture under four 
titles, and aeveral others under two or three. 
3m81 . R. G. INGERSOLL. 


All of €. P, ub odltous öt dol Tngor- 
Boll's works, aud none athers, are 3010 al 
office. D, M, BENNETT, 


WHY DON’T GOD 
Ny 


THE DEVIL? 


A series of Essays dedicated to the St, Johns 
(Mich.) School Board. 


BY M. BABCOCK. 


Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


SUPERSTITION: 


THE RELIGION OF 


* Believe or be Damned.” 
OPEN LETTER TO THE 


ST. JOHNS SCHOOL BOARD. 
BY : 
M. BABCOCK. 


This book contains an inspired PHOTO- 
GRAPH of the GOD that's being worshiped at 
the expense of the district in our public 
schools; the God that '' overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that's wanted in the Consti:ution; the 
gentleman that owns some three billion dollars’ 
worth of untaxed chureh property; the ''so- 
helpeme ” God that: mukes a lie the truth in 
court; the God that governors besought to stop 
the yellow fever, which he didn't do. The pic- 
ture is worth the price of the hook. Price, 25 
cents. Forsaleby D. M. BENNETT, 

141 Eighth street, Now York. 


LADIES!! 


*' SALEM, OB., July 17, 1880. 
“8, H. PRESTON, Dear Sir: Please send me by 
express, C, O. D., to Portland, Or.. $100,00 (one 
hundred dollars) worth of that '" Comstock ” 
Syringe. I mean business. ; 
‘Dr. MARY SOLANDER." 


Only sixteen had been sold when 


COMSTOOK 


set out to suppress it. Now orders come as 
above. Grand jurymen buy it for their wives. 
Itis SIMPLE; SAFE, INFALLIBLY RELIABLE, nec- 
essary to HEALTH And personal purity, and is 
pronounced by patients and physicians to'be 
the greatest 

GODSEND TO THE SEX 


gotten up in this generation. Sent securely 
boxed, with private instructions for special use. 
Confidential terms to agents. Priea s5 00: im- 
proved, $10,00. Address SAM, H. PRESTON. 
tí32 209 West 34th st., New York, 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” | 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
HUM containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the P-ntateuch 
in al] his lectures on that subject. 
phlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic. inimitable in its stvle. and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, auu pathos, 


i — 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


. Oabinet size, price $2,50, 

Small Busts. on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one, 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Barony, the celebrated artist of New 
: York, at the following prices: 


mperial or large size, © à 40 cents 
hoto or card size KY 20 " 
Life-size Lithograph, 21x27 . . 50 " 


Postage paid. 
D. M, BENNETT. 
141 EIGHTH 8T.. NEW YORE. 


per day at home. Bamples worth 
$5 free. Brinson&Oo. Portland, Me 


$5 to $20 
a week in your own town. Term a 
out: free. H. Hallett & Co., Portland Mo 


‘OA WEEK. $12 a day at bome easily made, 
$725.85 outfit free, True&Oo, Augusta Me, 


KILL | 


The pam-' 


THE 
Anonymous Hypothesis 


Creation. 
A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
a Account, | 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Cloth; price 60 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth St.. N. Y. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad. of the East," ** Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in ene; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

: 404 pp, $125. - 


The characters are get before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 

Power, eloquence, and originality character- ' 
ize '' Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels.—Zilustrated Lon- . 

on News. 

An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance Bach as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition, 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the eanvas.— Westminster Review, - 

D. M. BENNETT, Publisher. 141 Kighrh St.. N.Y 


KNOW THYSELF! 
* 

Zt " HE untold miseries that re. 
sult from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchage 
he new medicai’ work pub. 


t 
lished bv tho PEABODY MED- 
IOAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 


| be without this valuable book. The author isa 


The 
E A. BISSEL 
a 
KER Ne Danach street 

. No. noh street, 
Boston, Mass, The author HEAL 
may be consulted on all 


dis- : 
eases requiring skill and ex- THYSELF 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Ohampagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and left as his 
“Last Will and Testament” to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world. to be published after hia 
death. the above-named work, entitled “ Oom- 
mon Sense.” 

This is a powerful work, and 1s attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system, has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberalcon- 
cerning the book: 


NEWBURYPORT Mass.. Sept. 23, 1878. 
To Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam: 

The work of tne honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s “Age 
of Reason "is mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire’s ‘Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared witb a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so well. 

JAMES PARTON. 


$1.00, — '. 
Eighth Rt.. N. Y. 


ERY, 


Hand, Foot and Power Presses, Die Work of all kinds. 
Perforating Dies a Specialty. 


E. B. STIMPSON, 81 Spruce St, V. Y. 


tJangt. 


MODERN THINKERS: 


What They Think and Why. 
By V. B. Denslow, LL.D. 
With an Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


The work contains critical essays npon 
Emanuel Swedenborg, and the origin of the 
Ohristian ideas of heaven, hell. and virtue; 
Adam Smitb, founder of the scbool of Econo- 
mists; Jeremy Bentham, the apostle of law re- 
‘form and of wilitarfanism in morais; Thomas 
Paine and his relations to tbe Declaration of 
Independence and -democracy in America; 
Charles Fourier, the philosopher of passional 
harmony and co-operativ association; Herbert 
Spencer, a review of his theories of evolution 
and of morals; Earnst Haeckel, the demon- 
atrator of the doctrin of evolution: Auguste 
Comte. founder of the Positive philosophy and 
pontiff of the " Religion of Humanlty;" and an 
essay onthe authorship of Junius as a sequel 
to the critique on Thomas Paine. 

This volume consists of 384 pp., 12 mo, and is 
illustrated by portraits of each of the eight 
great thinkers, and opens with an introduction 
from the pen of Col, Robert G. Ingersoll, 


R 
Qioth, $1.50, Rold at this office, 


Price, cloth, $1,50; paper, 
D. V, BENNET !, 14: 


i 
1 


. Sent by mall to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to pay eost. of mailing. |. 


: and which h 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a: 
failure to eure in a single case, and some of i 


The Real Issue. 


MOSES HULL. 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes itis just the thing. 
Contains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
ascientific money. 

The Commoner says : 


“Nothing has been written which will do as ' 
good work as this. Itis worth its weight in | 


gold, 
ô 10 , Bold by. D. M, BENNETT, 
adds 141 Eighth st., New York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK, 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
Bhows how Ohronie Diseases can be positively 
eured by an original system of practice, It con- 


tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly : 


all the chronic ills to Which the human family 
is subject. besides illustrative cases, and will be 


A DEBATE 


BETWEEN 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 8 cents. For sale at 
this office. 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side. stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 
price, $1.00, 


MORAY P POENA CO y 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with-- 
out Comment. 


Revised and Enlarged Edition. 
72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N. Y. 


Xg- The Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 
lMishes and sellis an Imperfect, disord4red. an 
mangled edition. with all the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1°60, from which it was 
Dirated by the late S. 8. Jones. 


VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly educated and legallv qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove. 

Qures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 
Sexual Diseases, 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer 
other causes, producing some o 


sions (night emissions, dreams), Dimness 
of Sight, D T De 


em were in a terribly shattered condition d 


had been in the Insane asylums. many ha 


. Falling Bickness— Fits; others upon the verge 


of consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
gated from the system. Gonorrhoaa, Gleet, 
Btricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, Ail diseases of 
women such as JProlapsus Uleri, Leucorrhea, 
etc.. treated witb equal success, 

Dz. R. P. FELLOWS has within the Jast fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on a8 past recovery, 
and in fact had been given up by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the ald of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
unable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health,and are now living monuments to his 


skill. There are few physicians that hav at-: 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same, 


high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of th» complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 

Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and eure of Sbermatorrhoea, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magist: ate. which 
$s positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doetor's great skill. 

Consultations by letter free and invited, 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential, Enclose two three 


' cent stamps, and address as above. 


[From the Western Reformer] 


5 “DR. R P. FELLOWS 
is a highly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an original system of practice, and is 
erfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hay 
heard many flattering reports of his successful 


emreg of digenaen Inoident to humanity? 


HE 


vc. 
Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
i BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medicat Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
for Women. 

Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 

Cloth; price 50 cente, For sale by 
P, M. BENNETT, 14 Eighth sta N, Y. 


Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
' was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 


The Truth Seeker, October, 16, 1889. 


WHAT IS MONEY? NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 
| | ipm 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seeker:” - 


| Antiquity of Christianity. 


BY JOHN ALBERGER. 


; 12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 


/ i 
` This b fully d trati 
Issues of the Age. smsi ‘ay SpE E egre, 


! Onrist. 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Theol- 


ogy, eto. . 
BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
' Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 


Thisis & collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They ure chiefly intended to 
uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the Derpetulty of mind, 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 75 cents. 


t 
i 


Spermatorrheea, and: 


9-—trügedy waa 


i precedents.— Tacitus, : 
; An admirably written, scholarly volume.—N. 
| Y. Graphic. { 
He presents a safe guide through the bewil- i 
dering labyrinth of scientific, phdiosophical, | SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 
and theological špocnlations, and ermoni a With an Introduction on the 
i thorough familiarity with most of the modern E 
| theories advanced, —Jewish Times. Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
The author of this volume has evidently kept | Judaism, Etc. 
company with many of the finer spirits of the | BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
‘age, until his mind has become imbued with | 
the fragrance of their thought. He has excel- j Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50, 
lent tendencies. elevated tastes, and sound as- | EN ; 
pirations.—N. Y. Tribune. | Faith an a R eason ; 
THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION, Mere some sna mana won 
. ; " SA Concise account of the hristian religion, 
r nen e 
BY L. FEUERBACH, (Since Ohrisioniys ee before an 
1 p 
Author of" The Essence of Christianity,” eto | E BY RALIEY R. STEVENS, 
Translated from the German. : xtra cloth, 12mo, d pp. $1.50. 
Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) | 9.9 o " 
The spirit of the time is show. not substance, | Positivist Primer: 
{Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our Being a series of famili ; 
i selence, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- ! g the Reli T oe on 
i nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the | gion umanity. 
immorality of onr age !— Exíraat E : BY 0. G. DAVID. 
LT | Price, 75 cents. 
| THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE i 


l LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF | ; ' OF : 
CHRISTIANITY. [THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 
; D G ! „A critical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 

A Discourse by | TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Licso Dante, 


WILLIAM -DENTON | Florence. Extra cloth, 12mo, 327 pp, $2.00, 
: | aic d 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE | 
GALLI AMAT Through Rome On. 
At ho reaching of the Bible. | A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 852 pp... $1.75. 


| Priosioents. ok Broa it. Gite 
JUST OUT! S 
l CHRIST OF PAUL, 
BY GEORGE REBER., 


Another Extraordinary Book! 
. e 
Sixteen Saviors or None; Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00, 
OR, Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 
various sects and creeds which antedated the 


The Explosion of a Great Theologi- | formation of the Onristian church. 


| cal Gun. . NT is 
By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
: Being a reply to Jonn T. PERRY'S '! Bix- to Beligious Puritanism and 
| teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred Money Getting, 
ánd twenty-four errors are pointed > 
out and thoroughly exposed. BY A. R. COOPER. 
Second Edition. Jamo, 48 pp; paper, 20 cte.: flexible cloth, 35 cts, 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the: 
Cinelnnati Gazette, is one of the most learned THE 


and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks, His 
work isgreview of Kersey Graves’ ** Sixteen 
i Orucifled Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
'yefuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bibie. 
And Mr.Gravesclaims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
. arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
js his “ Ecclusiastical Court.” in which he ex- 


amines al! of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- : 


ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
| The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
| only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
selven, put condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case. This feature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 


NAZARETH. 
BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Babbt of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. 


; Extra. cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


| THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


| A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris. 
| Ganity 

| Thisis avery valuable and concise work, and 
states in plain and unmistakable language the 


reasons why Christianity is a failure. Price, 50 
conis. : 


"PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 


some of his witnesses seem to turn * state's evl- | A D 

| onem addition to ail thi, Mr Graves has eied M ee 
n na on to a 8, WT. Graves e 
(Hom, mony, of the abjest authorities of the) M domo 8 seres: Drlos 
an amount o y! p 

i against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents, 
END OCEENCA I | imm 
! dotes illustrative of Mr. r | 

(0) der pronounces it, “A thunder-blast ! 

against, Mr, i erry, and a four bhot on ortho; | SOUL PROBLEMS, 

, which leaves not a greas o er. ; 

Intho two Works will be found the abjest areu- | With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
! ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity, The and the State Personality Idea. 
! work comprises about 200 pages. š 
BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 


| Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. i E Daphne Nolan. ARG 
| bir 'POCKET  THEOLOGY 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, | i . 
i OR THE r 
ma : : | VOLTAIRE. 
| Rising and the Waning Faith. : Translated from the French by Miss Plen 
arroil. atti d Ad *$ng- 
An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE (att so e rie coutuins: nearly 500 of Vol- 


-e's sharp, terse, sareasrte, ‘hing de E 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION inns pt e bina veulgstaaiicnL digna 


lof HUMANITY. By OOURTLANDT PALMER. terms, and dogmas. There is nothing in the 


į world like it. 
Brice, BS cents, 180 pages. Price. only 35 cents, 


1 


HISTORICAL JESUS OF | 


i 
| 


verybody ought to hav 8 copy, | 
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The Rights ot Man. By THOMAS 
Paine. Wriden.in detense of his fellow- 
man. <A work almost without a peer in the 
world. Large type. Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 
$0 cents. x 

Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BLANCHARD. 12mo. Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine, Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents, 

The Heathens of the Heath. By 
Wa. MCDONNELL, author of Ex-ter Hall, 
A radical romance. Paper, $2.00 ; cloth, 
$1.50. ; 

Career of Religious Edeas:. Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science, 
By Hupbson ‘TurtLe. An able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of. the 
world, 140 pp. 12mo. 
cloth, 75 cents. ; 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M. 
BuwNETT. Embracing a variety of subjects 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. 'The subjects treated can hardly 
‘prove uninteresting fo the reader. Paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $1.00. : 

The Humphrey-Bennett Piscus- 
sion. A debate between Kev. G. H. Hum- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
Bannert, Editor of ‘The Truth Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3. Is 
there @ stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divinc? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cloth (550 
pp.). $1.00. ; 

The Burgess-Underveood Debate. 
Between Pror. O. A, BukGEss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian Uuiversity at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass, Held during four days at 
Ayimer, Ont., commencing June 29, 1875, 
Reported by John T. Hawke. First PROPO- 
RITION: “The Christian Religion, us set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin.” Burgess iu the affirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. Sxzconp 
Proposition: ‘‘The Bible is erroneous in 
many ot its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin.” Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the neg- 
ative. 12mo. 183 pp. Price, papcr, 50 
cents; cloth, $0 cents, ia) 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundatic Contrasted with its 
Superstructure., By W..R. Guna, au- 
thor of '' Emgmas of Life," '" Literary and 
Social Judgments,” etc. F., W. Newman, in 
speakiug of this work in the ‘ Fortnightly 
Review,” says: “Some twelve years ago, in 
a London drawing-room, one of our most 
eminent men of science asked, ‘ Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg's Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound t» answer it 
—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work-at all similar 
was thatof Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg, coming later, had the advantage cf 
access to many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on all 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally to 
80 thorough, clear, and learned a treatise, 
which has been so long beture the public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument—occupying« precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable.” 

One volume, crown octavo, wits com- 
plete index. The London edition soid for 
$5. Price of American editioa, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marpies 
Date. Between B. PF. Unperwico of 
Boston, and the Rev. JomN MaurLks, cf 
‘Toronto, Ont. Held at Napance, Oat, in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
Frnsr: “That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are Illogical and con- 
trary .o Reason." Sxconp: ''The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond ail oiher books its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood ce- 
nies. Reported in ful, and revised by the 
debaters, 111 pp. Paper, 85 cents; cloth, 
GO cenis. . 

interrogatories to Jehovah. By 
D. M. BExNicbT. A series of close questions 
upon a great variety of subjects, irom the 
origin of Deity and tne universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, tna 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophcta, down 
to the doctrinal points embraced by the 
Church. With a tulllength portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 

Tre Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
rai Meligion; or, An Answer io the 
Questio», Have we a Bupernaturaliy-Re- 
vealed, Infahibly-Inspired, and Miraculousty- 
Attested Religion in the World? By E. E. 
GUILL, ex-Universslist clergyman; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parts. 
Paper, 30 cenis ; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Sceker Leaficts, ot two pages 
each. "Iuiry-iwo in uinver; & cents per 
dozen; 8 cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $33.00 prr thousand. 

Adventures of Lider Triptolemus 
"ub, Comprises imporvail aud stazuing 
ainciosures Concerning hell. its’ magnitude, 
morals, employmeuts, climate, ew. By 
SEY. GEORGE logue. A rich, interesting 
little work. Foner, 15 centa. ; 


De- 


Paper, 50 cents; 


Gems of Thought. 


THE sun is the best God. The glorious orb of 
day is better than a thought.god. He is the 
source of all light, life,and motion on earth.— 
Elmina D. Slenker. 


THE flower is drawn forth by tbe sun, but it is 
drawn out from the plant. Even the' sun can 
kindle the flower of no rose upon the bram- 
bles stalz.—C. 0. Everett, 


WHATSOEVER thy hand findeth to do, do if with 
all thy might: for there is no work nor device 
nor knowledge nor wisdom inthe grave whither 
thou goest.— Ecclesiastes ix, 10. ` 


Tus sire of gods and men, with hard decrees, 
Forbids our plenty to.be bought with ease; 
Aud wills that morta! men, inured to toil, 
Should exercise, with pains. the grudging soil. 
—JDrydews Virgil. 

It ig not my duty to prove to myself the im- 
mortality of the soul. That knowiedge is hid- 
den very Gunningly. Perhaps the archangels 
cannot find the secret of their existence, as the 
eye cannot see itself; but, ending or endless, to 
liv whilst I liv,—Emerson. 


Ir there be something that a man can pom for 
himself. his first step should not be to ask any- 
thing in heaven or earth to giv itto him. His 
next step should be to procure it. "As the plow 
follows words so God rewards prayers.” This 
provarb of Wm. Biake reminds us of Hesiod’s 
direction to the farmer to pray to Jove and 
Ceres. hut with his hand upon the plow-tail,— 
John Weiss. 


Art the great steps in the advancement of 
science hav been made by just those men who 
hav not hesit«ted to doubt the “ principles es- 
tablished in the sciences by competent persons” 
(Comite); and the great teaching of sclence—' he 
great use of 1t as an instrument of mental dis- 
eiplin—is irs constant inculc ition of the maxim 
that the gole ground on which any statement 
bas a right tobe believed is the impossibility of 
refuting it.—Zuzley's Lay Sermons. 


Lev every one fearlessly take as his motto the 
words of the Nazarene, “I must work the works 
of him (à e, "the power, not oucaelvs, that 
makes tor righteousness,” as Matthew Arnold 
phrases i'] that sent me, while it is day; the 
night cometh when do man can work.” Agnos- 
ties, like ourselvs, hav every motiv, and are 
bound in honer to work, here and now, because 
we don’t feel quite so sure as the saints profess 
to do that we shall hav a second opportunity.— 
Hylax. 

EPITAPH ON A FRIEND. 

An honest man lies here at rest 

As e'er God with his image blest; 

The friend of man. the friend of trutb, 

The friend of age, and guide to youth; 

Few hearts like his with virtue warmed, 

Few heads with knowledge so informed; 

If there’s anoth r world, he livs in bliss, 

If there is none, he made the best of this. 

—Burns. 

AND never yet was growth. save when it broke 
The letter of the dead scholastic form. 
The bark drops off, and leaves the expanding 


oak 
To stretch wiih giant arms through sun and 
storm, 
The idols that upon his breast lay warm. 
The.sage throws down, and breaks their hollow 


shrine, 
And follows the great hand that points to light 
divine. —U. P, Crauch. 


Warn Harvey's book on the circulation of 
the blood came out he fell mightily in his prac- 
tice. It was believed by the vulgar that he was 
crack-brained; and all the physicians were 
against him. After deseribing how much abuse 
he had suffered. Harvey adds: " But I think it 
athing unworthy of a philosopher and searcher 
of the truth to return bad words for bad words; 
and I thi k Ishall do better and more advised, 
if, with the light of true and evident observa- 
tions, I shall wipe away these symptoms of 
ineivility.— W. R. Alger. 


Ir you believe what the men of selence, the 
philosophers, the poets. and critics believe, you 
cannot believe, except in a general way. in what 
the creeds and churches generally profess. Ac- 
eording\y, the professors in colleges the phy- 
sicians, the teachers, the scientists, the reform- 
ers, the politicians, the newspaper men, tne 
reviewers, the authors, are seldom professing 
Christians or even churchgoers; and if they do 
go to church from motivs of interest or exam- 
ple. they are free énough t^ confess in private 
that they do not much belleve what they hear.— 
Rev. H. W, Bellows. 


I no not profess to be a chemist, but those 
who are so tell us in plain words. '' The energy 
of affinity. like that of gravity. is nothing but 
transmuted sunshine,” and the whole 8 lene» 
of chemistry is built up out of affinities! The 
‘Hght produced by electrical instruments is only 
& form of mechanical energy, A steam engine 
converts heat into mechanical energy, and this 
energy may be transmuted, Dut not destroyed. 
The sun’s heat is really the source of all energy 
as well as all light, and all energy is ultimately 
converted into heat, and heat will develop elac- 
tricity. Now as light originates in the vibra- 
tions of the particles of à luminous body, and 
the sun's heat is the source of all energy, how 
18 thee going to get around my former asser- 
tion, or how can thee prove that the light pro- 
duced by electric instruments and combuniion 
of metallic substances is not hoarded sunshine, 
Light is propagated by means of the ether, and 
light-waveg thus pass through space, and the 
number of the waves in a second seems to de- 
termine the color of the objects wo see. Red has 
the least number of waves. Jt has 459,000,000,- 
060.000 in a second, and violet the most, 727,000,- 
on 000,000, and ali these waves are producea by 
puniüght, if we go to their real primary origin. 
e Blaine D, Blenker, 


Qe Tenth Seeker, 
Odds and Ends. 


Herz is a sort of a canned obituary : 


A little peach in the erchard grew— 

A little peach of emerald hue. 

A little boy he climbed the fence. 

And took that peach from hence to thence. 


They met, they amiled. they wept, they loved. ` 
He called her Jane. she called him Thomas— 
A richer man rode down the lane. 
And Tom brovght suit for breach of promis. 


A HIGHLAND minister who found his congre. 
gation going to sleep one Sunday before he had 
fairly commenced, euddenly stopped, and ex- 
claimed, “Brethren, it’s nae fair; gio a mon half 
achanee. Wait till I get alang. and then if Pm 
no worth listening to. gang te sleep: but don’t 
before I get commenced: gie a mon a chance.” 


SraNLEY HUNTLEY in Brooklyn Eagle: 

“Now. my dear.” said Mr. Spoopendyke, “if 
you'll bring me the pen and ink I’) look over 
your accounts and straighten ’em out for you. 

{think your idea of keeping an account of the 
daily expenses isthe best thing you ever did. 
Its business-like, and I want to encourage you 
in it.” 

* Here's the ink,” said Mrs. Spoopendyke, 
growing radiant at the compliment. ''I had 
the pen day before yesterday. Let ma think,” 
and she dove into her work-basket, and then 
glanced nervous]y urder the bureau. 

“Well, do you suppose I'm going to split up 
my finger and write with that?” demanded Mr. 
BSpoopendyke. "Where's the pen? I want the 
pen.” 

“TI put dt somewhere,” said Mrs. Spoopen- 
dyke, “Ah! hero, I havit, Now. you see,” she 
continved, ‘I put what money I spend down 
here. This is your account here, and this is 
the joint account, You know M 

“What's this?” asked Mr. Spoopendyke, 

"That's your account. "This 

"No.no; L mean this marine sketch in tho 
second line.” 

"That? Ob, that’s a7.” 

“ &'pose I ever spent seven dollars with a tail 
like that to it? If you're going to make figures, 
why don’t you make figures? What d’ye want 
to make a picture of a prizs-fight in a column 
of accounts for? What is this elephant doing 
here?” 

"I think that’s a2.” replied Mrs. Spoopen- 
dvke, dubiously. “Maybe it'sa4. I can tell by 
adding it up.” 

"What are you going to add up? D’ye count 
in thia corner-lot, and that rose-bueh, and this 
pair of suspenders? D’ye addthem in?" 

“That’s a 6, and that is a 5, and the lastis an 
8. They come out all rigbt; and during the last 
month you hav spent more money than I and 
the joint account together." 

"Havyn't, either. When did I spend this 
broken-down gunboat?” : 

“That ain'ta boat. It’s forty-two dollars for 
your suit.” 

“Well. this tramp fishing off a rock, when did 
I spend him?” : 

“It ain't& tramp. I's fifty dollars cash you 
took. and I don’t know what you spent it for. 
Look at my aecount, now 

“What’s the man pulling a gig for?" 

“It’s nothing of the sort, That ain'ta gig;l8 
is one dollar for Wiggin. You see, I’ve only 
spent twenty-two dollars ina month, and you've 
spent a hundred and eighty-four,” 

"You can’t tell by this what I've done,” 
growled Mr. Spoopendyke, "What's this rat- 
trap doing in the joint »ccount?” 

“That’s fourteen cents for fruit when you 
wore sick.” 

“And this measly-looking old hen, what's she 
got to do with it?” 

." That’s no hen. That's a2, It means two 
dollars for having your chair mended.” 

"What hav you charged me with this old 
graveyard for?" 

'* That’s fifteen cents for eleeve elastics, The 
fifteen ain't plain, but that’s what itis.” 

“How do you make out I hav spentso much? 
Where’s the vouchers? Show me the vouchers,” 

“I don’t know what you mean," gaid Mrs. 
Spoependyke, " but you spent all I put'down,” 

" Havn’t done anything of thesort. Show me 
"ome Vouchers, Your account’s a humbug. 
You don’t know how to keep an account,” 

” Yes, I do,” pleaded Mrs. Spoopendrke, “and 
I think it’s all right” 

" No, you don’t. What do you mean by got- 
ting up engravings of a second-hand furniture 
store and claiming that it’s my account? You're 
a great bookkeeper, you are. All you want is a 
sign hung between you and the other side of 
the street to be a commercial college, If I ever 
fallin business I'm:going to fill you up with 
benches and start a night-school. Giv me that 
pen," and Mr. Spoopendyke commezxced run- 
ning fup the columns. "Two two’s four and 
eight twelve and four sixteen and earry one to 
the next and three is four. Here, this is wrong, 
You've got an eighteen for a twenty here,” 

“Eb?” jerked out Mrs. 8poopendyke, 

“This is two hundred and four dollars, not 
one hundred and oighty-four. I knew you 
couldn't keep accounts. You can’t even add 
up’ 

“That makes your account even bigger,” re- 
sponded Mrs. Spoopendyke, “I didn’t think it 
was 80 much," 

Slam went the book across the room, followed 
by the pen, and the ink would hav gon». too, but 
Mrs. Spoopendyke cautiously placed it out of 
harm’s way. 

" Dod gast it!” howled Mr. Spoopendyke, as 
he tore off his clothes and prepared for bed; 

"you ain’t At to hav a pen and ink. Next time 
1 want my accounts kept l'il keep ’em enained 
up in the yard; and don’t you go near ’em; 
hear me?” 

"Yes, dear,” sighed Mrs. Bpoopendyke, as 
she slipped theobsoxious book into the drawer, 
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110, Invocation to the Universe. 

111, Reply te Scientific American, 

112. Beunsible Sermon, Rev. M. J. Savage 

113. Come to Jesus. Bennett 

114, Where was Jesus born H Preston 

115. The Wondera of Prayer. Bennett 

116. The Sunday Question, 
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Notes and Clippings. 


Tun. Rev. John A. Perry. Baptist. is under 
arrest in Rhode Island on a charge of burning 
his property to obtain the excosplv insurance, 


THE Elgin Courant says that, as usual after a 
good herring season, the matrimonial business 
is extraordinarily activ on the coast of Scot- 
land. 


* TuE Spanish government is disposed to con- 
ciliate the Cubans, and will exercise clemency 
toward all those transported for political 
offenses, 


Two Roman Catholic colleges are to be estab- 
lished, by direction of the Pope, in the island 


.of' Malta under the control of the bishop of 


Algiers. They are to educate missionaries for 
Africa. 


Lozp BEAOONSFIRLD'S agents at High Wy- 


‘combe hav, by his lordanip's instructions, 


returned twenty per cent of the half year’s rent 
just paid to all his tenants on the Hughenden 
Manor estate. 


: GEN. GARIRALDI says his former friend, Pro- 
mier Oairoli, now wears the livery of King 
Humbert. "When monarchy dresses a man up 
in livery,” writes the General, “ it changes him, 
svon were he God Almighty. Yours, G. Gari- 

ald. ” 


CoD —7T*THEButtolk Wést “Association is a Congrega- 


tional body in eastern Massachusetts, It has, 
by resolution, decided that belief in the end- 


'"leseness of future punishment is not necessary 


for admission into the Oongregational minis- 
try, The.case which was acted on was that of 
the Rev. L. L, Briggs. who had been a Univer- 
selist, 


. Iris said that Ohina ndw spends $1,000,000 an= 
nually for idol worship. This seems a small 


. amount when it is remembered that the popu- 


lation of the Ohinese empire is estimated at 
400,000,000. Possibly the missionary who fur- 
nished the figures has left out a cipher or two, 
If the statement is correet, some of the idols 
rnd their priests must get along on very short 


‘rations. 


Tue latest politico-religious sensation in 
Seneca, Falls is the spectacle of a preacher who 
is not even a citizen of the United States, who 


“notified his congregation that the weekly 


prayer meeting would be held one evening in 
advance, inorder to giv them a chance to attend 
a Republican demonstration that was to be held 
on the evening of the regular meeting~all for 
Ohrist. 


THE French government on October 16th or- 
dered four members of the order of St. Barga- 
bas to leave France within twenty-four, hours, 
The police, after turning out the men. sealed 
the doors of their chapel, The Carmelites were 
algo expelled at the same time, The police 
forced the doors of their house. the Oarmelites 
entering a solemn protest against itas an act 


` of unwarranted violence. 


Ir is stated on the authority of the Liverpool 
papers that the bishop of Liverpool, upon driv- 
ing away from the church of St. Martin-in-the- 
Fields, Liverpool, recently, was mobbed by a 
crowd of roughs, several of whom threw stones 
at the carriage. The bishop’s coachman was 
struck by one of the missiles. The papers as- 
cribe the discreditable conduct to the Roman 
Ostholie inhabitants of the populous district of 
St. Martin’s. 


Tae French minister of publie instruction has 
ordered a special edition of Herbert Spencer's 
work on education to be published, and all 
scholastic libraries and associations are to re- 
ceive & copy cf It gratis on application. Dis- 
paraging remarks on Classical learning hav 


.been omitted from this edition with the author's 


sanction, The minister of war has ordered a 
collection of patriotic military stories to be 
compiled for the use of the primary schools. 


Many clergymen in this country hav lately 
received a Gircular from ^ London dealer in 
second-hand sermons. Ife offers sermons 
“lithographed in a bold, round hand,” so that 
those who happened to see them would suppose 
they were manuscript, for 25 cents each, or $20 
ahundred. He hasaline of cheaper sermons 
in print, atten cents apiece, warranted ortho- 


`| raise a paltry hundred dollars. . 


{ SCIENCE HALL, 141 8th St., 


Amona the suits commenced in the J ustices’ 
Court of Ban Francisco is one by M, Krug 
against J, Christ to recover $100 on a promissory 
note, So it seems that among his delinquen- 
cies, social and political, J, Ohrist does not pay 
his note, Asin “ my father’s house are many 
mansions,” and the cattle on athousand hills 
are his, it ought not to trouble him mush to 
But. perhaps 
this is not the original J. Ohrist. Come to think 
it over, we guess it isn’t. 


BisHor CozEenso, of Natal, well known by his 
advanced views on the Pentateuch, livs very 
quietly at his residence near Maritzburg, where 
he is not eften seen except on Sunday, when he 
conducts services in the church, He is de- 
seribed as elephantin in appearance, being 
almost seven feet high and of massiv frame. 
He wears 2 wide-brimmed stovepipe beaver hat 
of the old-fashioned cut and a long coat of thin 
black material, He is regarded with awe and 
reverence by the nativs, who salute him as 
supreme or great chief, The Bishop is now 
sixty years old, but retains his vigor of mind, 
One of his daughters acts as his amanuensis, 
and Kafirs are his printers. 


Arter Henry Ward Beecher had talked about 
politics for half an hour at his prayer-meeting 
recently a stranger arose and began to-dis- 
cuss the kingdom of heaven. He spoke ina 
cracked voice, and Mr. Beecher at once began 


to frown upon him. After listening to him for |}; 


two minutes, Mr, Beecher interrupted him, 
saying. "Well, my young friend, I guess you 
had better windup. As they say in Oongress, 
we will giv you leave to print the rest of your 
remarks.” The young man dropped into his 
seat, much discomfited. Henry Ward Beecher’s 
brother Edward said that he believed that God 
guided the Chicago Oonvention to select James 
A. Garfield, and that God's influence ruled in 
Indiana to elect Governor Porter. 


* 
OoEAN soundings made with what is known 
as Sir William Thompson’s steel wire show 
that along the entire coast of California a depth 
of fifteen hundred fathoms or more is reached 
as near as within a distance of from twenty to 


be over 2,500 fathoms deep. The bed of the 
ocean continues of a uniform depth greater 
than 1,500 fathoms until the Sandwich Islands 
are reached, the greatest depth being 3,00 fath- 
oms, at a distance of about four hundred miles 
east of Honolulu, which great depth is main- 
tained until within ninety miles of Honolulu ; 
at fifty miles from that place the depth is 1,500 
fathoms. 


- 


COMMISSIONER RAILSTON of the Salvation 
Army presents a report of the doings of that 
body of evangelists which contains some re- 


| markable figures. The Army has been at work 


in this country for about a year, baving com- 
menced operations witha few of its members 
who landed in Philadelphia, and subsequently 
continued them with the company which made 
its debut on the stage of a noted dance house 
in this city. The Commissioner says that this 
eorporal's guard has been the means of the 
conversion of over 1.500 persons, many of whom 
at first came to scoff and make sport. The Com- 
missioner does not say whether this is the net 
number of converts now on the rolls, or 
whether a deduction must be made for back- 
sliders. To convert 1.500 persons with such 
limited facilities as those enjoyed by thé Salva- 
tion Army is a very large work. There are 
some expensiv churches with. talented pastors 
and full benches of elders or deacons or ves- 
trymen who do not bring in as many persons 
as that in twenty years, There are mission 
stations manned by educated men where there 
has been no such ingathering in halfa century. 
If the Commissioner’s report is correct. itlooks 
asifthe Salvation Army had been much more 
wide awake than some of the churches and 
other eminently respectable organizations. On 
the other hand, it may be that some of these 
organizations would hardly accept the Com. 
missioner’s views of the evidences of conver- 
sion, and would cut his figures down consider- 
ably, , . " 


Beventy miles westward from the shores, the 
greater part of this sudden fall occurring in 
the last ten to fifty miles. At onehundred miles 
west of San Francisco the water is found to 


Tur Paris Temps givs the following account 
" The town is composed of two 


new town, in which the town is almost entirely 
concentrated, and which comprises about four 
hundred: houses. It is evident that if the 
squadron had opened fire it would hav di- 
rected it solely against the citadel, where there 
are not eighty houses, The inhabitants would 
not hav had to suffer from the bombardment, 
The certainty of not being in danger, even in 
ease of military action, has. perhaps, had 
something to do with the obstinate resistance 
the inhabitants of Dulcigno hav. made to the 
cession of their town to the Montenegrins. 
The chief reason, however, is that they are 
nearly all Mussulmans; they number from 
2.800 to 3,000 ; and it is said that till 1858 no Ohris- 
tian was allowed to choose his residence at 
Duleigno. Lastly, it is said that the Mussul- 
mans are a race of pirates, who hav only given 
up piracy since 1815; that is. since Austria has 
had possession of Dalmatia and has created a 
navy.” 


Tus following is said to be an authentic copy 
of a bill presented in 1753 by an artisan who re- 
paired the cathedral of Milan, The money is 
modernized, 


Embellished Pontius Pilate and put new 
ribbons on his bonnet........-... ees 
Correcting Ten Commandments. .......... 
Washed the servant of the high priest and 
put carmine on his cheek.............5- 
Renewed heaven, adjusted starb; and 
cleaned the moon.......- 
Re-animated the flames of purgatory ‘and 
restored souls.......... olore. 
Bevived the flames of hell, ‘put & new tail 
on the devil, mended his left hoof, and 
did several jobs for the damned........ 
Resbordered the robe of Herod and ad- 
justed his wig.............. Lese eerte 
Put new spotted dashes onthe son of To- 
bias and dressing on his saok.......... 
Washed the ears of Balaam’s ass and shod 


Put earrings on the ears of Barah..-....... 
Put new stones in David's siing, enlarged 
the head of Goliath, and extended his 


Decorated Noah’s ark.............. eese 
Mended tiie shirt of the prodigal son and 
eleaned his ears8.........e ener 


Tur leading article in the North American 
Review for November is by the Hon. William 
Beach Lawrence, and is devoted to an exposi- 
tion of the monarchical principle in the United 
States Constitution. It is shown that under our 
Constitution the Executiv is vested with powers 
far greater than those possessed by the king in 
a limited monarchy. The amplitude of the 
president’s constitutional powers is best seen 
from the history of the war of secession, as 
when Mr. Lincoln, without waiting for the as- 
sembling of Congress, declared the blockade of 
the Southern ports. and called into service for 
three years & volunteer army of upward of 
42,000 men. The author foresees danger to the 
permanence of our republican institutions, 
resulting both from the vastness of these pow- 
ers and from the existing methods of choosing 
presidents, and thinks that a radical change in 
the Constitution is imperativly demanded. In 
the same number of the Review Bishop W. O. 
Doane points out the advantages of free relig- 
jous discussion. The Hon. Montgomery Blair 
writes of " The Republican party as it was and 
is.” Upon the suppression of the rebellion and 
of slavery,the mission of that party was ac- 
complished, and since the death of Lincoln its 
career has been one of usurpation. corruption. 
and centralization, M. Desire Charnay con- 
tributes the third of his valuabie illustrated 
papers on “The Ruins of Central America,” 
The other articles in this number of the Review 
are“ The Nicaragua. Koute to the Pacific,” by 
Rear-Admiral Daniel Ammen; " The Coming 
Revision of the Bible." by the Rev. Dr. Howerd 
Orosbv ; " Recent European Publications," by 
Prof, T. F. Crane ; and finally a paper entitled, 
“The Political Situation from a Finanelal 
Standpoint,” designed to show how the busi- 
ness interests of the country would be com- 
promised by a change from a Republican to a 
Democratic administration of the general gov- 
ernment.” 


dox ; and others—a little more expensiv—which . 

hav''a pleasantness, yet an awful solemnity, | of Dulcigno: 

about them.” ; parte—separated from each other by the port— 
the old town, containing the citadel, and the f 
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Events of the Week. 


Tun women voted pretty generally in this 
state at the recent school elections. 


À rasgar fire in Obarleston, 8. O., on the 17th, 
destroyed $200,009 worth of property. 


TuE Cologne Oathedral, which was begun 61x 
hundred years ago, was completed last week, 


A REGENT land slide in British Columbia has 
dammed the Thompson River to a hight of 120 
feet, 


Tux cashier of the Treasury Department of 
Boston has disappeared with $82,000 of the city 
funds. 


A PRIEST in Tampa, Florida, was recently fined 
ten dollars for shooting at a party of young 
serenaders, 


THE Dead Letter office received nearly three 
and a half million letters and packages during 
the past year. 


A BALTIMORS man recently shot his wife be- 
cause the month-old baby in her arms would 
not stop crying. 


SEVERAL men were killed by an accident ina 
Nova Scotia coal mine:a fow days ago. They 
were buried by a cave. 


A SEVERE storm swept over Lake Michigan a a 
few days ago. Two steamers are missing, and 
a serious loss of life is feared. 


AN extensiv fire occurred in San Francisco on 
the 17th. Many houses, several lumber yards, 
and two schooners were destroyed. 


ALITTLE German boy in Trenton, N. J., was 
recently shot for cheering for Hancock. The 
political feeling is growing very bitter, 


Moopy and Sankey are on their way to Oali- 
fornia, They think that the most profitable 
fleld in which to labor for the Almighty—dollar. 


Snow storms are raging in Minnesota and 
Dakota. On the 16th, trains on the Southern 
Minnesota Railroad were blockaded by snow 
drifts ten feet deep. 


Tre Episcopalians of this country, following 
the lead of the Oatholics, hav commenced to de- 
nounce the **godless public schools,” and are 
about to establish parochial schools. 


A Mormon elder with thirty missionaries in 
charge sailed from this port on Tuesday last to 
convert the benighted Europeans to the true 
faith as foundin the book of Mormon. 


REPoRTS from South America state that a 
Chilian army thirty thousand strong is march- 
ing on Lima. The attempted mediation by the 
American minister to Peru was a fallure. 


INDIANA and Ohio went Republican ín the re- 
cent state elections. It is said by the Demo- 
Crats that Republican money flowed like water. 
and ^ repeaters were imported by the thou- 
sand, 


A REPUBLICAN negro clubin Wilmington, Del., 
recently attacked with shotguns, razors, and 
stones a peaceable Democratic procession. 
wounding twelve Democrats, a policeman, and 
&reporter, 


SrzvEN hundred thousand salmon eggs were 
recently shipped to Europe from this country, 
The Fish Commissioners are doing good ser- 
viee for mankind by stocking the lakes and 
rivers of the world with good food fish. 


Tug Czar has offered to the helr-apparent the 
co-regency of Russia, transferring to him the 
reins of government. The Czar will retire per- 
manently to his palace at Livadia. The Nihil- 
ists hav frightened him out of his throne, 


A UNITED STATES revenue cutter brings the 
intelligence from Alaska that on the island of 
St. Lawrence, out of a population of seven hun- 
dred, flve hundred hav starved to death. The 
nativs had become demoralized by rum, which 
had been introduced by fur traders, the only 
persons that visited the island, 


A MIRAOLE mongery has been started inthis 
country, The Passionist Fathers in Hoboken 
N. J., hav imported the bones of some old saint, 
aud after putting them in good Working order 
they havcommence operations on the iils and 
tills of the faithful. The miracles already re- 
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Letter from Europe.—No. 10. 
UP THE RHINE. 


Orr-REMEMBERED Frrenps: I left Brussels on 
Tuesday morning, and before it is out of mind I 
will mention the splendid Hall of Justice being 
erected there. Of course, it is for the courts and 
‘the. officials and appliances for obtaining justice. 
It is an observable feature, however, that the qual- 
ity and purity of justice is not always in proportion 

' to the expense of the edifice in which it is dispensed; 
it is to be feared, rather, that the reverse 1s more 
likely to be true. True justice is not partial to 
‘gilded palaces or marble walls. The Brussels Hall 
of Justice covers eight acres of ground, and has 
already cost 50,000,000 francs, or $10,000,000. May 
the citizens of Belgique obtain in return a good 
article of justice and in due proportion to the 
amount thus expended! I fear, however, that Bel- 
gique justice is too much like what it is in other 
countries—against the poor man. I was informed 
that a man has to pay forty francs, or eight dollars, 
before he can have the privilege to vote for his leg- 
islators and other officials for whom voting is 
allowed. The Belgian laborers and mechanics have 
the privilege of toiling for low wages and paying 
pretty high prices for the necessaries of life. They 
also have the privilege of contributing freely to keep 
up the show of royalty and majesty so dear to the 
privileged class. - ae 

I think there are fewer idlers in Belgium: than in 
any country I ever visited. They toil steadily, and 
the women are not laggards or mere playthings. I 

; have often seen them working in the fields, running 
milk carts, carrying heavy burdens, and doing much 
that women in America do not do. I do not like to 
see this. While women have the same right to be 
industrious that men have, there are many kinds of 
hard labor that seem improper for them to work at. 
A larger proportion of them are shopkeepers than’ 
with us. I noticed that the tobacco and cigar stores, 
the book stores, the shoe stores, groceries, bars, ete., 
are largely tended by women. ‘They are decidedly 
a business, useful class. A 

- The women of Brussels look healthy and robust. 
They are fully developed, and tend to embonpoint 
or fleshiness. While they are very fair and bright 
looking, a very small proportion are really beauti- 
ful. Their features, as a rule, cannot be called fine. 

There are far fewer brunettes among them than 
with the Parisian women. There is far more of the 
Dutch and German element perceptible among them 
than with the French, with less of the ultra polite 
ness, Smoothness, and grace. In a word, the Belgi- 
ans are industrious, cheerful, virtuous, and happy ; 
but far too much the slaves of the priests, the rule 
of whom is imperative and universal. There is not 
much Puritanism in the Catholie church, which has 
the entire country under its dominion; but its 
power is absolute, and must be acknowledged and 
very generously sustained, I fear the people are too 
willing to ever jog along in the deep ruts of guper- 
stition and old customs rather than to be self-reliant, 
enterprising, and independent. The old way suits 
them very well, and they are not anxious to try new 
experiments, 

The tramways or street railroads of Brussels seem 
more like ours than any I have met with. The cars 
are about the size of ours, and are but one story 
high. Thefares are low, and vary in price according 
to distance. You tell the conductor how far you 
wish to go and he tells you the number of centimes 
you have to pay and gives you a billet as a receipt 
that you have paid. i 

It had rained heavily the day and night before, 
and the ground in the country seemed thoroughly 
soaked with water, and much of the hay still out in 
the fields looked very black. Cologne is aboat six 
hours’ ride from Brussels. The country up to the 
Prussian frontier is of the same even, fertile, lovely 
character that I hav before described. Every square 
rod of the ground is under the highest state of cul- 
tivation. I noticed several large, old fashioned 
windmills at work, of the same character that Don 
Quixote and Sancho Panza attacked so vigorously. 
They remind one of the middle ages. 


We passed through many thrifty-looking villages | 


and towns; first, Louvain, an old town of 33,008 in- 
habitants, Next, Liege, with 116,000 inhabitants, 
a great manufacturing place, and called the Bir- 
mingham of Belgium. Its manufactures are largely 
iron, fire-arms, broadcloths, woolen goods, car- 
riages, jewelry, tobacco, soap, hats, leather, etc. 
Railways, canals, and rivers aid the development of 
the commercial prosperity of the town. It was 
founded in the sixth century. It suffered greatly 
from the Normans in the ninth; in the tenth its 
bishops were made sovereign princes, it was sur- 
rounded by walls, and became one of the most won- 
derful cities of Europe, but the bishops made a 
great deal of trouble, as they always do, and fierce 
dissensions arose between them and the people. Sir 
Walter Scott gives a very graphic description of all 
this in his “Quentin Durward.” To repress the 
ardor of the liberty-loving citizens, Charles the 
Bold devastated the eity in 1468, slew 52,000 inhab- 
itants, and drove the rest into the forest of the 
Ardennes, He then set fire to the city; it was burn- 
ing seven weeks ; every house was destroyed save 
the convents and churches—the least useful of all. 
It was rebuilt and became a handsome, populous 
city. It was bombarded five days by Douflers in 
1649, and in 1702 it was taken by the Duke of 
Marlborough of Enpland. In 1789 its inhabitants 
rebelled against their bishops for the last time. For 
a time it was the capital of a French department. 
After the peace it belonged to the Netherlands till 
it took an active part in helping Belgium to shake 
off the Dutch yoke, in 1830, since which it has pros- 
pered more than ever before. 

It boasts a cathedral with fine paintings by great 
artists, among which are The Assumption of the 
Virgin; The Four Doctors; Baptism of Christ; A 
splendid Dead Jesus; numerous unhappy’ looking 
saints painted in the most approved doleful style, 
with an elaborately carved pulpit. Among the rel- 
ics, which it is expected no one of the faithful will 
distrust, is some wood of the true cross; embroi- 
dered vestments belonging to some of the old saints; 
a silver rosary of Elizabeth, sister of Louis XVI; 
a Byzantine painting, Virgin and Child—a rare 
subject—a silver bust of St. Lambert, which is said 
to have cost 500,000 francs; also a statuette of St. 
George and the dragon, presented by the pious and 
very religious Charles the Bold to make some amends 
for the damage he did to the cathedral, when he 
murdered 52,000, drove the rest to the forest, and 
burnt their city. That present to the bishop is sup- 
posed to have set him allright with the Virgin and 
Jesus, and he may almost be considered as a canon- 
ized saint himself. There are twenty-nine churches 
in Liege; there were once forty, which shows a gain. 
The pious tourist by visiting them will find virgins, 
baby gods, crucified gods, agonizing saints, etc., 
to his heart’s content. 

We changed cars at Verviers, a town of 34,000 
inhabitants, and the seat of the cloth trade of Bel- 
gium. Dolhain, a suburb of Limburg, once the 
capital of the duchy, is a thriving place, while the 
latter is little more than a heap of ruins, a sad me- 
morial of tbe desolations of war, having been 
sacked, besieged, and burnt at different times. From 
Liege, and even before, the country is much more 
broken and uneven. We passed through numerous 
tunnels. ‘The road must have been very expensive 
in this locality. But it seemed almost a relief to 
look once more on hills, ridges, and piles of rocks. 
It was interesting as we passed, by tunnel, through 
ridge after ridge, with the narrow, thrifty valleys 
between, and the cosy, quaint old villages nestling 
down between the hills, and the streams which 
meandered charmingly along as best they could, 
when it would seem they must be dammed. 

Herbesthal is the first little. village we stopped at 
after crossing the Prussian frontier. We were now 
in Germany. The examinatiou of baggage was 
very slight. One official came to the compartment 
where six of us were, looked at our satchels, saw a 
paper parcel attached to one; thinking it might be 
tobacco or cigars, he opened it, but finding it only a 
dirty shirt he looked no further and left us, 

After crossing into Germany the soil seemed much 
poorer, heavier, and more clayey than in Belgium, 
consequently the crops were light and scanty. In 
some places it seemed hardly worth working. The 
little villages and the buildings looked old, grim, 
and cheerless. But these appearances improved as 
we rode along ; the country became more level, the 
land and the crops grew better. The large fields of 
cabbages we passed told us we had entered the land 
where the people loved sauer kraut. The men 
looked different, more stolid and immovable. The 
uniforms worn by the station-men and soldiers is 
different from the French and Belgian. I fancied 
I did not like it so well. The men did not seem so 
lively and cheerful. 

Aix-la-Chapelle, called by the Germans, Aachen, 
is the first eonsiderable German town we reached. 
It contains 80,000 inhabitants. It has the honor of 
being the birthplace of that great Christian butcher, 
Charlemagne. He also died there. Within the 
seven centuries after his death forty-eight of his suc- 
cessors were crowned there, and many imperial diets 
and ecclesiastical councils held, The cathedral is 
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said to be the oldest in Germany, part of it being 
the octagonal Byzantine “chapel” from which the 
city is named, erected by Charlemagne, 796—804, and 
consecrated with extraordinary pomp by Pope Leo 
III. The octagonal * chapel," now called the nave, 
is surrounded by columns of granite and porphyry. 
Under the brazen chandelier, presented. by Frederick 
Barbarossa, is a slab of marble inscribed “ Carolo 
Magna,” denoting the tomb of Charlemagne. It is 
claimed that three centuries after his death his tomb 
was opened by Otho III. and the body was found 


crowned and seated on a marble throne with all the : 


insignia of royalty about him, and a copy of the 
gospels before him. All have the privilege of be- 
lieving this pious tale who want to; but if they 
found a marble throne, with Charlemagne seated 
upon it, it is singular they did not preserve the 
entire lot, and add the sàme to the wonderful 
relics which they now have. That copy of the gos- 
pels might have been more reliable and harmonious 
than those which the church handed down to us, 
and might have saved some of the intense quarrels 
that have arisen over the current version, and per- 
haps have saved the great expense of getting up a 
new translation with the thousands of changes, as 
has been done in London within the last ten years. 

East of tbe octagon is the choir, 114 feet in hight. 
It-was building from 1353 to 1412. There are five 
stained glass windows of modern execution, some 
statues, and a wonderful pulpit, with elaborate and 
fine ivory carving, precious stones, and gold. The 
gospel dispensed from that pulpit ought to be a lit: 
tle superior to the common article, especially as they 
charge a mark and a half, or thirty-seven and a half 
cents, to see it. The sacristy, or treasury, of this old 
cathedral contains the lesser and greater relics, which 
the faithful worshipers regard with great reverence. 
Among the lesser relics, fur which one thaler is re- 
quired to see, are shown the leathern girdle of Christ, 
portions of the true cross upon which he was cruci- 
fied, the girdle of the Virgin, the sponge that was 
filled with vinegar, a lock of the Virgin’s hair, some 
bits of Aaron’s wonderful rod, besides other remark- 
able objects, among them the skull of Charlemagne 
and his arm bone and hunting-horn. S» 

What are called the greater relics are shown to 
the faithful but once in seven years. The seven 
years will expire in 1881. So I am one year too 
early to see the cotton robe of Mary, worn the night 
Jesus was born (Could they show the shirt worn 
by the Holy.Ghost it would be worth waiting a 
year to see), the wrappings and swaddling-clothes 
placed around Jesus when he was first boru, the 
cloth on which John the Baptist’s head was laid, 
the scarf worn by Jesus when he was crucified, etc. 
It is very easy for those of much faith to believe that 
these things are the veritable articles they are 
claimed to be, because it is asserted that Charle- 
magne reeeived them from the patriarch of Jerusa- 
lem and Haroun al-Raschid, a8 though that Moham- 
medan ruler would take any special interest in 
preserving the swaddling clothes of Jesus, even 
could it have been possible for them to have been 
transmitted from the time of bis birth, through all 
the changes, wars, sieges, sackings, burnings, and 
destruction which took place at Jerusalem and 
through Palestine. If it was claimed they had the 
shirt worn by the Holy Ghost it would be just as 
true as all the rest of it. The precious metals, 
precious stones, etc., treasured up in the sacristy 
are doubtless genuine, and were probably obtained 
by the priests from some parties who had stolen 
them or obtained them without giving value for 
them, perhaps for pardoning sin or insuring them or 
their friends safe egressfrom purgatory. The other 


.| churches in Aix-la-Chapelle have old and valuable 


paintings, but it is unnecessary to name them. . 

At Cologne, on the Rhine, is a very celebrated 
cathedral. We had four or tive hours in the town. 
I say we, for in the cars I fellin with two gentlemen 
from the north of Ireland (Belfast) on a trip up the 
Rhine, and as we found it easier and pleasanter to 
converse together than with the natives we remained 
together. These gentlemen are not Catholics, and I 
was agreeably surprised to learn they had no more 
faith in the shams of the church than Í have. 

Cologne is an ancient and well-fortified city—the 
largest in the Rhenish province-of Prussia. It is 
built in the form of a crescent, and is inclosed with 
walls nearly seven miles in circuit and ‘surrounded 
with ramparts and deep ditches. It is very irregu- 
larly built, and many of the streets are narrow and 
ill paved. Great improvements are said to have 
been made within the past few years. It contains 


325 streets, 33 squares,and about 150,000 inhabi. : 


tants, of whom about 15,000 are Protestants, It 
was originally 2 Roman settlement, called Colonia 
Agrippina by the Emperor Claudius in honor of his 
wife Agrippina. Here Vilellius was crowned and 
Trajan assumed the purple. In 330 it was taken by 
the l'ranks, who twenty-five years after were ejected 
by Julian, and they did not regain possession of it 
till the fifth century. In 870 it was annexed to the 
German empire In the thirteenth century it was 
one of the richest cities in the Hanseatic League and 
had an army of 30,000 men. It had a large com- 
mercial trade, especially with England,  Subse. 
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quently it was subject to many vicissitudes, both| 


civil and religious. Within the last fifty years it 
has gradually become prosperous. It is connected; 


by an iron bridge, nearly 1,400 feet long, over the 
;Khine, with  Déutz, a town of 15,000 inhabitants, 


On tlie bridge“are equestrian statues of Frederick 
William IV. and William I. There is also another 
bridge connecting the two cities by boats, which is 
something of'à novelty. ' EE S 
"Théeathedral is considered one of the wonders of 


the world, and is a magnificent specimen of Gothic 
architecture, : It was commenced in 1248, and pro- 


. ceeded slowly till the sixteenth century, when it was 


left in an incomplete state til 1816. In that year 
Frederick William III. had the work minutely sur- 
veyed, and an enormous sum of money was expended 
on its restoration. 'In 1842 Frederick William IV. 
continued the restoration, and since that time, we 
were told by the guide, 1,000,000 marks have been 
annually éexpended upon it, and the magnificent and 
enormous tower is not completed yet; the scaffolding 
is still up and skilled stonecutters are at work upon 
it cutting and carving. When done, the towers 
will be 500 feet high, with much ‘open work in the 
spires. The entire edifice is an enormous structure, 
and it is quite a journey to walk around it. It is 
a perfect marvel to view the exquisite. artistic work 
done around its various entrances, which are tall 
Gothic'arches. ‘The facades over thé entrances are 
moat rich in carvings of statues, large and small. The 


guide told’ us that on the outside and. inside of the}: 


cathedral are 500 life-size statues and 5,000 small 
ones. I was not disposed to doubt him, and took his 
word rather than to count them. I cannot give an 
adequate idea of the amount of work done in the 
carving of stone on the exterior alone. 


The interior of the cathedral is cruciform in 
Shape, with double aisles in the nave and single 


in the transept, and the whole is studded with 
one hundred and four magnificent stone columns, 


many of them very large and compound, several in 


one, or so, cut as to look like:elusters of columns. 


One of those columns alone. cost more to make than 
a good ordinary house. The length of the cathe- 
dral is 400 feet, the nave is 50 feet wide and 150 feet 
in hight ; the aisles are 30 feet wide and 60 feet 


high. 


The stained glass windows are a marvel in their 
way and cost fortunes of money. In the south aisle’ 
the subjects are John the Baptist, the Nativity, 
Last Supper, Death of Christ, Pentecost, Martyr-. 
dom of St. Stephen. Lower down are the four great 
~~ prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel ; 
‘alao the four evangelists and the four doctors of 
the church, The gorgeous coloring and splendid. 


workmanship of all these windows are remarkable. 


They were presented by King Lewis L, of Bavaria, 
in 1848. -On the other side the stained windows 
date from the fifteenth century. . The subjects are 


of the same pious character, and need not be re- 


peated. The execution is considered to be most 


excellent. One on the left is very curious, repre- 
senting the genealogy:of Christ. Adam, in the cos- 
tume of an emperor, is seen on his back ; the green 
fields: of Paradise are shown, "The human race is 
represented ‘by .a huge tree, and the branches show. 
the supposed crowned ancestors of the Virgin Mary. 
On one branch. is David with avharp. If he had 
been represented making love to the fair Bathsheba 
perhaps it would: have been quite as appropriate. 
Solomon appears enthroned, but his seven hundred 


, wives and three hundred concubines are not pre: 
‘sented, In the top of the tree is an open flower dis-: 


closing the Virgin Mary and child, which was a 
favorite way the Egyptians had of picturing Isis 
and child, which is undoubtedly one of the principa] 
sources whence the Christians borrowed the idea. : 

In looking’ at these expensive. pictures, and re- 
membering what a gross falsehood the whole thing 
perpetuates, we at once realize the gross imposition 
that-is played upon the credulous beholder and the 


great waste of money in handing such lies down to 


posterity. ra ; : 

This vast cathedral, with its works of art of great 
expense, cost enough in labor and treasure to build 
a thousand comfortable. homes and five ‘hundred 
good schoolhouses and furnish competent teachers 


for a thousand years. How much more sensibly the. 


money would thus have been expended rather than 
in perpetuating such bald-faced and ridiculous false- 
hoods! And all this expense and cost thus thrown 
away came at last from the working classes, who 
toil laboriously, feed on the commonest food, and 
live in the most uncomfortable homes. The dukes 
and princes who have given much toward the 
stained windows, fine paintings, and other parts of 
this cathedral, earned not a dollar of the money 
themselves, but by oppression ground it out of their 
toiling subjects and robbed them of the money un- 
justly wrung from them. . The wealth of this world 

as been produced by the labor.of the toiling mill- 
ions, 

Thus have the rich cathedrals of Europe been built. 
Much, doubtless, has been contributed by the de- 
vout members of the churches, and often, too, the 
means they could ill spare, as the fine cathedrals 


forced contributions from the Mickies and Biddies, 
which they grudgingly shell out to meet the demands 
of the priest and save their sculs.from purgatory, or 
obtain pardon for sins committed. This very sim- 
ple thing of securing absolution for evil deeds has 
materially helped to build many churches and to 
support many fat bishops and priests in ease and 
luxury. Well, if people will continue to be fools, 
perhaps they ought to pay for the privilege. 

, The third window represents the Adoration of the 


Shepherds ; the south transept, the Conversion of 


St. Paul—in my humble but honest opinion, two. 
most arrant falsehoods. If Jesus was born in the 
cave or stable at Bethlehem, on a certain night a lit- 
tle over 1880 years.ago, 1 do not believe thatthe 
Shepherds who were watching their flocks on the 
hills of the surrounding country knew anything 
about it, or cared anything about it, or that the 
angels iade it their business to give them informa- 
tion upon the subject. All that affair was an after- 
thought, made up undoubtedly by some priest with 
a fertile imagination, who. knew how to embellish a 
tale and make it attractive to the ignorant dupes 
who were asked to believe it. As to the conversion 
of St. Paul I exercise the liberty of believing that 
it did not come about by any such direct or com- 
pulsory interposition and command of heaven. Had 
it been so, the story would have been told twice alike 
in the nearly half a doz:n ways it, is narrated; besides, 
that is not the way in which heaven does its business. 

'The choir is embellished with statues of Christ, 


the Virgin, the twelve apostles; and eight fresco 


‘mosaics admirably executed by Steinle. On the 
walls are tapestries, kept covered with screens. They 
represent the seven sacraments, and are the work of 
the ladies of Cologne. The stalls and confessionals 
are elaborately carved, and are the work of the fif- 
teenth century. The chapels of the choir contain 
many memorials interesting to the credulous and 
pious. 

In the south transept is a huge statue of St. Chris- 
topher bearing the child; but there is not the slight- 
est probability that St. Christopher ever bore the 
child, or had the least knowledge of him when he 


resenting those old falsehoods thousands of times 
over, No.1 is the chapel of the Virgin, with rich 


stained glass windows and Overbeck’s *Assumption.? 
g p 


It is indeed assumption for any painter, or any 


priest, or anybody else’ to undertake to tell how the 
Virgin looked when she held an interview with the 
angel Gabriel or with the Holy Ghost, if such an im- 
probable event ever took placé. No. 2 is the 
chapel of St. Stephen, and probably is about as 
much use to bim as half a dozen such in the moon 
would be to “old Mother Hubbard, who went to the 
cupboard.” No. 3 is the chapel of St. Michael, with 
rich carvirg of the fifteenth century. Perhaps it is: 
very proper for St. Michael to have a chapel, if any- 


body knows who he was. No. 4 is the chapel of St. 
Agnes, who, let it be hoped, was a good little girl. 


This is held to be ornamented by the artistic work 
of Stephan, who lived about 1400, representing both 


the “ Assumption,” and the “ Adoration.” Possibly 


Stephan knew all about it. No, 5 is the chapel of 


the Three Kings, and contains nothing remarkable. 


No. 6 is the chapel of St. John, and contains the 


tomb of Conrad Hochstellen, the founder of the 
cathedral, also paintings by artists who have been 
dead hundreds of years. No. 7 is the Maternus 
chapel, and contains an old tomb and some rare old 
paintings. No. 8 is Engelbert chapel, and formerly 
contained the bones of Archbishop Engelbert, who 


first proposed the building of the cathedral, but 


who was assassinated in 1225, His bones were re- 


moved to the. Treasury. . 


The Treasury is especially rich. It is said to con- 
tain the skulls of the three wise men of the East, 
who are said to have paid their respects to the 
infant Jesus, when he was first born ; though it is 
not stated how long after that visit to Jesus they 
died, who buried them, or who, hundreds of years 
after, knew which their skulls were or where to find 
them. That the Treasury has three skulls which 
pass for the skulls of the three wise men, cannot 
be denied. [For all anybody knows, however, they 
may be the skulls of robbers or murderers. Only 
the backs of these skulls are exposed to view, and 
are covered with precious stones. A high price 
was formerly charged to see these skulls, but it has 
been reduced. It still, however, requires a price to 
see them. I cannot tell you about all there is in this 


old Cologne cathedral. lt would take too long, if 


even I knew it all. I have told enough. I will 
state, however, that I saw a crucified savior, life- 
size, suspended away up in the nave, nearly a hundred 
feet from the floor. It struck me they ought to let 
bim down. It seems cruel to keep on crucifying 
their God in that way and keep him suspended in 
the air year after year, and century after century. 
But it was in the church of St. Uraula, about five 
minutes walk from the cathedral, that we saw the 
greatest wonders of all. St. Ursula, according to 
the story they tell of her, was a very remarkable 
young woman, She is said to have been born on 


the British Isle, a long time ago, in three hundred 


was a child. What earthly use can there be in rep- 
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was allied to the royal family then reigning. over 
that then barbarous country,, .She was 3 very ex- 
cellent young: woman and very religious. She did 
not do anything bad.. She was a virgin.. There were 
a great number of virgins in those days—more prob- 
ably than now, She gathered together eleven thou- 
sand virgins, and brave captain that she was, led them 
at that savage and warlike era of Europe all the 
way to Rome on a holy mission to the Pope, and to 
show the good vicegerent; bow many virgins she 
had. She performed the journey in the most pious’ 
manner and had got back on her return as far as. 


Cologne, where she stopped to get a bottle of' 


Cologne. water, or for something else, when the 
wicked Huns, under their wicked chief Attila, who 
had no proper respect for virgins, put them all to 
death in the most cruel manner, and just because. 
they were Christian virgins. That was extremely 
hard on the virgins, and the question rises right here 
whether it would not have been better for them to 
have given up the virgin business and taken honest. 
husbands and gone to housekeeping and raising 
families, as good, worthy women ,have done in all 
ages of the world. But they did not do it, and they 
have their reward. The bodies of these unfortunate 
eleven thousand virgins were buried right theré 
where the wicked Huns killed them, and on the 
very spot where the. church of St, Ursula now 
stands. I tellyou this just as the pious man told 
me; if you disbelieve me you must disbelieve him 
also. I have proof that he told me so—the two men 
from Belfast. They, too, listened to the story, but 
T noticed they entertained some doubts about all 
those eleven thousand girls being virgins, and how 
it was decided that they were all virgins, and more 
especially after those savage, wicked lluns paid 
them a visit. These two men from Delfast even 
went so far as to say that they did not believe it 
would be possible at this age of the world to find 
eleven thousand virgins, unless Irish virgins were 
taken, and even then they had doubts. They seemed 
decidedly of the opinion that Ireland is the best 
country for virgins of any in Europe, and. the only 
one capable of turning out eleven thousand. I ven- 
‘tured the suggestion that possibly the other coun- 
tries might be able to do something in that line if 
virgins of a very young age were counted, E 

But, my friends, let me remind you that you must 
not doubt this remarkable virgin story, for I saw the 
skulls and I saw the bones, and will here give my 
testimony that I could see no indication in the skulls 
or the bones but what they were the skulls and 
bones of veritable virgins, and this I will stick to to 
my dying day. The first skull to which my atten- 
tion ‘was called was that of St. Ursula herself, 
though how, after eleven thousand virgins had been 
slain all in a heap, could her skull be identified and 
kept separate from all the rest? Possibly it was 
done by inspiration, the same as many otherwise im- 
possible incidents and strange occurrences which 
have been transmitted to the world. The finger of St. 
Ursula, in a costly little casket, was pointed out to 
me, also her arm bone in another receptacle. I had 
no grounds upon which I could say that these bones 
were not the skull, the finger, and the arm of St. 
Ursula the virgin, and I was not reckless enough to 
make the charge, no matter what I believed. ‘Then 
the skulls, the arm bones, the rib bones, and thou- 
sands of other bones were shown me. How could I 
possibly doubt with the bones right there before my 
eyes, and when I could and did lay my hands right 
upon them? The bones were just as real, and per- 
haps in as great numbers, as those I had seen in the 
anatomical museum in Paris. That they were real 
bones in both instances I have not tho least doubt, 
though I will not undertake to say what cemeteries 
were robbed to procure them. 

The skulls of these virgins are kept in cases 
against the wall of the sacristy of the church, a room 
perhaps fifty by twenty-five feet. These cases are 
divided into compartments, one for each skull, and 
a glass door before each. And on the walls where 
no cases are, the bones of those unfortunate virgins 
are ingeniously arranged compactly in curious 
designs and conceits, also in words and sentences. 
It was the first display of the kind I ever saw made 
with human bones. I marveled as I beheld them. 
The room is high and the bones are fastened to the 
walls all the way up. It is the bony part of the 
church, and thus is the hard fate of those poor vir- 
gins commemorated. 

Strange as all this was to behold, my friends, they 
were not all the strange things I saw in that strange 
room, It is called the * Golden Chamber” from 
being so plentifully gilt on the cases and wherever 
there were no bones to prevent, The pious man, 
who, for the sum of three marks, showed us these 
sacred things, pointed out to us the shrine of St. 
Ursula, It contains more of her bones and the re- 
mains of her undergarment, which she wore at ‘the 
time of her sorrowful massacre. This shrine was 
erected in the twelfth century, and was plentifully 
adorned with beaten silver, emeralds, and gems, 
Also the shrine of St. Actherius and St. Valerius, 
two of the very worthy virgin companions of St. 
Ursula. It contains the bones of these two saints, 


aud churches in.our own country are built with the! and something, or early in the next century, and which were probably pointed out six hundred years 


a 


t 


876 


The Truth Seeker, October 93, 1880. 


after they had been buried in the same mysterious 
manner in which the bones of St. Ursula. had been 
designated. Here, too, is the shrine of St. Hippoly- 
tus, who was converted to Christianity about the 
year 250. ae a 

You can hardly tell how much: good it does me to 
see the shrines and ‘statues of these dear old 
“saints.” If I should change into a devout, believ- 
ing Christian, I shall attribute it to these statues, 
these shrines, these saints, and ‘these bones. The 
change has not commenced yet. 

We also saw what we were told is the head of St. 
Artimia, a very youthful virgin, on whose skull 
traces of the club-blows of Attila’s vile horde are 
atill to be perceived. Again, the head of Cordula, 
who, it is claimed, had arrived at mature age. Pos- 
sibly she was not a virgin. Still, again, the head of 
St. Benedicta, split by dreadful blows of the sword. 
Still more, we were shown a large cylinder of crys- 
tal the foot and cover being of gilt metal, which, 
we were assured, contains earth mixed with blood, 
which was taken from thé sepulchers of the virgins, 
saints, and martyrs when the bones of these virgins 
were exhumed im 1155, seven hundred years after 
they were slain and buried. We were also shown 
the hair-net of St. Ursula, which, tradition says— 
and tradition ought not to lie—was found in her sep- 
ulcher near her head. It is kept in an ivory casket, 
Who can doubt? We were likewise shown a foot 
of St. Ursula, placed in a beautiful casket of ivory. 
Had they shown us three of her feet, I presume I 
would have looked on in silent wonder. The iron 
point of the arrow is also preserved by which the 
dear saint was killed. Who preserved it during all 
these seven hundred years was not explained. 
Pieces of garments and underclothes in which the 
body of St. Ursula was wrapped are carefully pre- 
served in a cylinder. How they could be seven 
hundred years in the earth and not decompose is a 
little mysterious ; but remember, “all things are 
possible with God.” A large, square, polished rock- 
crystal, encased in silver gilt, contains the hair of 
one of the virgins, clotted with blood. Just think 
of it. Many other relics were shown us in. this 
Golden Chamber, very remarkable of course, but I 
wil not detain you to listen to a description of 
them. 

I must not, however, fail to call your attention to 
some still more remarkable things I have not yet 
mentioned, and I know you will agree with me as to 
how wonderful it is that these things have been so 
miraculously preserved. These things were pointed 
out to us with much solemnity, and the German who 
did so point them out evidently believed every word 
about these holy relics. We were shown some of 
the wood of the identical cross upon which Jesus 
was crucified. We were shown a portion of the 
whips with which he was scourged. We were shown 
two thorns from the crown which was placed on 
Jesus’ head. And what is equally remarkable, we 
were shown one of the identical six alabaster pots 
used at the wedding in Cana of Galilee, and one in 
which Jesus performed his first miracle by turning 
water into wine fora lot of people already drunk, 
and which Matthew, Mark, and Luke knew nothing 
about. Just realize it, dear friends. I have been 
permitted to see one of the very water pots which 
Jesus used when engaged in the wine business— 
when those evangelists named were not permitted 
to know anything whatever about it! I trust I 
duly appreciate my great privilege, and that you 
duly appreciate it also. How can I doubt, how can 
you doubt any longer? Here I have seen some of 
the whips Jesus was scourged with. I have seen 
some of the thorns that were taken from his crown. 
I have seen some of the wood of the cross upon 
which he was crucified. I have seen one of the 
water pots in which he turned water into wine. 
Yes, I have seen àll these things, and can you expect 
me to doubt any longer? But ye of little faith, 
you may ask me how I know all these things are 
surely so. Verily, verily, I say unto you, you know 
it precisely as we know all that the Bible contains, 
because somebody says it is so. Have not the 
bishops and priests who have presided over the 
church of Ursula for seven hundred years said these 
things were so? Did not that German man who 
took three marks from us also say 1t was so? Is 
not that precisely the same kind of evidence we 
have of the stories that are in the Bible, and that 
that book is the word of God. Now you may go on 
doubting as long as you please, but as for me I shall 
believe what these holy men have said about these 
thorns, whips, pieces of the cross, and the wine pots 
as equally as true as the big stories in the Bible. 
Are they not handed down to us by the same class 
of holy men and priests? Is not one class-of stories 
just as probable as the other? "Then what more do 
you want? What more can you ask for? Cannot 
one set of men tell the truth just as well as another, 
and is not one set just as likely to tell a falsehood as 
another? . You ought to think of these things before 
it is too late. Be like the wise virgins, but not like 


the foolish ones who got their heads knocked off by 
the Huns. | . 

As for myself, I must say the sight of these holy 
erlics and the statements which the pious German 


gave me had an effect upon me. They whetted my 
appetite for more marvelous things.. I inquired of 
him, confidentially, if he had not a pint or so of the 
wine that came out of that water pot, that I might 
judge its quality. He said not, and he presumed it 
was all drank up on the spot. I wished to know if 
he had not some others of those holy souvenirs of 
the far distant past. I inquired if he would oblige 
me by showing me some of the aprons which Adam 
and Eve made after they partook of that fruit from 
the tree of knowledge. Hesaid no. I asked if he 
had a specimen of that fruit or a piece of the wood 
of the tree upon which it grew. He answered, 
* Nein," the German word for no. If he could let 
me see the serpent’s head which was later on bruised 
by the heel of the woman's seed? Nein. If he had 
any part of the sword with which the angel guarded 
the gate to the Garden of Eden? Wein. Any of 
the sweat of Adam’s,and Eves brows, with which 
they ate their bread? Nein. Any of the wood of 
Noah’s ark, or even a pint of the water which helped 
make his flood? Nein. A piece of the rainbow 
which he saw when the flood was over? Wein. Any 
of the manna which the children of Israel ate? 
Nein. A spoke of Pharaoh's chariot wheel lost in 
the Red Sea? Nein. Any pieces of the ram's 
horns which blew down the walls of Jericho? Nein. 
The letter which David wrote to Joab about putting 
Uriah to death after he had betrayed Uriah’s beau- 
tiful wife? Vein. Any of the paws of the two she 
bears which tore up the forty-two children? Nein. 
A few stray hairs from the crown of Elisha’s head ? 
Nein. -Any remnants of Elijah’s mantle which he 
left behind when he went up in the fiery chariot? 
Nein. A small piece, only, of the fish's tail which 
swallowed Jonah? Vein. A shred or two of the 
clothes worn by the three holy children when they 
were cast into the fiery furnace? Nein. Some of 
the hair of the manes of the lions which would not 
eat Daniel? Nein. There were several other things I 
would gladly have inquired for and seen had his re- 
plies encouraged me, But his continuous nein, nein, 
threw a damper over my laudable spirit of investiga- 
tion, and incidentally reminded me of the answers 
of the German woman who had once traveled in 
England. She could speak very little English, but 
an elderly gentleman, wishing to make himself 
sociable, asked her if she was married or had a hus- 
band. She answered, “Nein.” ‘ What," said he, 
“nine husbands! What a singular woman you 
must be! Have you children?” “Wein.” “Om 
God in heaven ! ata woman! Nine children— 
one by each husband! Oh dear, oh dear, what a 
woman to be sure !? 

When this pious German in the church of St. 
Ursula was unable to show me the relies of Jewish 
antiquity I wished to look upon, he seemed desirous 
to serve me in some way, and, with brightening 
eyes, looked at me and said he could show me more 
bones, and then led me into the body of the church 
and pointed to several stone tombs full of virgins’ 
bones, and to some thousands more of virgins’ skulls 
in similar cases attached to the walls of the church, 
He also opened doors into the very walls of the 
church, which he assured me were four feet thick, 
and showed me virgins’ bones till I was fully satis- 
fied, and which he asserted were two feet in breadth, 
six feet in hight, and how many in length I will not 
pretend to say. Idid not count these bones nor the 
skulls to see if the eleven thousand virgins were 
honestly represented, for I had no time, and besides 
it is probable I would not have found them all there 
had I counted, for it is stated that considerable 
numbers of these virgins’ bones were sent round to 
bless other churches and cathedralsin other parts of 
the Lord’s vineyard. There seems to have been a 
plenty of those bones to go around and bountifully 
supply the home demand besides. s 

It may by some be regarded as a pity that there 
is no history to corroborate this remarkable story of 
the virgins’ bones; but what need has a person of 
Jaith with such trivial affairs as proofs? If one has 
faith enough to be saved by it, he has no need of 
proofs. He can believe anything that his priest 
tells him to. 

I need not say more about the church of St. 
Ursula. It is rather plain and old-looking, but con- 
tains statues, paintings, etc. It was built in the 
eleventh century, when, in digging for the founda- 
tion for the church, all those virgins’ bones were 
found. It was called “The Church of the Holy 
Virgins” for several centuries, but the name was 
finally changed to that of their captain, St. Ursula. 

After all this viewing of the old bones and holy 
relics I felt that I needed sweetening up a little, and 
went to what purported on the sign to be the “real, 
genuine, original store of the Johannes Farina,” 
who made cologne water hundreds of years ago, and 
purchased a bottle, so I could feel sure that for once 
in my life I had had a bottle of genuine cologne. 
But afterward I noticed a sign on another store, 
which emphaticaily said, ‘The only genuine Jo- 
hannes Farina.” And then I feared I had been 
swindled, after all. On looking around I saw there 
were several who sold the only genuine Farina 
cologne, and I dared not buy any more, feeling cer- 
tain that the article Y bought is no better than I 


have many times prepared myself. Possibly the 
religious relics aud the perfumery of the ancient 
city of Cologne are equally reliable. . i 

: After viewing the city as much a8 we wished we 
took cars for Bonn, an old town of.28,000.inhabi- . 
tants, some twenty-five miles up the Rhine, where 
we remained over night. It is an old Roman town, 
and has seen its share of troubles and vicissitudes in 
the wars that for hundreds of years devastated all 
this country. In the morning we Went out into the 
Market Square, immediately in [front of. our hotel, 
and got acquainted with the market women who 
stand there on the pavement from 6 A. M till 1 P. m., 
with the baskets of fruit, vegetables, potatoes, eto., 
which they bring on their heads and sell from with- 
out tables or a roof over them. When it rains some 
of them raise à tent, and some of them £o without 
covering. We purchased some plums, pears, apples, 
and grapes, which were better than I have seen in 
some places, but so far as I have gone I cannot see 
that European fruit equals American. Plums do. 
pretty well; apples are very indifferent ; peaches 
almost non est. What they have hereabouts are 
raised under glass or in very warm, sheltered loca- 
tions. Melons are seldom seen.. I have not seen a 
watermelon since I saw one on the steamer coming 
from New York. I cannot help thinking that just 
at this season New York ‘is literally overrun with 
melons and peaches. Grapes are good here, but 
they are dear, quite as much so as with us at home. 
I did not expect that in this land of vines where 
hundreds of thousands of acres are devoted to the 
grape culture. Ihave seen no grapes that cost less 
than ten cents a pound of our money, and some 
double that. I presume it is rather early for grapes 
in this locality to be ripe yet, and that the beautiful 
white ones we find here are brought from the south. 
Iam told that the poor peasants who raise grapes 
for wine-making for a livlihood realize only about 
one cent a pound for their crop. 

I find another difficulty. in a change of money 
since entering Germany. I was getting rather fa- 
miliar with francs and centimes, but now they are 
put aside, they will not even pass here; it is now all 
marks and pennings. A mark contains 100 pennings, 
and three marks make a thaler. A mark equals a 
franc and twenty-five centimes and is very nearly 
the value of twenty-five cents American money. I 
am rather amused to see how persistently the fruit- 
dealers refuse to take Belgian francs, sous, and cen- 
times. The change of language is also a little bit 
troublesome. I had not got to be a good French 
scholar but had picked up a few words and learned 
to understand a little ; now that is all thrown aside, 
and Ich Spreche Deutch. I know a few words of 
German and might have known many more had 
I improved my opportunities in years gone by when 
brought in contact with German people. But I 
never tried to learn it, thinking I would have no 
particular use for it, and now regret it; for I cannot 
help seeing how difficult it is for the natives here to 
understand my Dutch, though I speak slowly and in a 
loud voice; they look blank, shake their heads and 
say nix fur sta. With all respect for my German 
friends, and for the German nation generally, I must 
say I do not like the German as well as the French. 
The latter is soft and euphonious, while the for- 
mer is harsh, guttural, and jaw-breaking ; it sounds 
as though it must almost hurt to speak it. The 
difference between the two languages is very 
well exemplified in the words for yes. The French 
ovi (we) is soft and sweet, but the German ja (yar) i& 
coarse and homely. Just think. of a beautiful 
young lady saying “yar,” every half minute in con- 
versation ; but the we, we is decidedly pleasant. 
But the Germans do pronounce their words to some 
degree as they are spelt, while the French do not 
pronounce a single word as it is spelt.. The rule 
seems to be to get just as far from the spelling as 
possible. Just think of owi being pronounced we 
and centimes, sonteems. “The Germans have a very 
reprehensible custom of trying to get the whole 
alphabet into a single word ; I have seen several 
words that contain between twenty and thirty let- 
ters. I invariably skip such hard words; they are 
of no use to me. . 

I need not tell you that the French are infinitely 
more polite and polished than the Germans, but 
perhaps not so honest or good-hearted. The French 
are admirably fitted for dancing-masters, while the 
Germans go in for the solid things of life, like pack- 
ing away sauer kraut and drinking lager. 

- The soil of Germany does not, so far as I have 

gone, appear to be equal to that of England, France, 

or Belgium.* It seems more thin and heavy, and. 
in some places light and sandy, though I have seen 

much good land in Germany, and highly cultivated. 

I have seen here more mountains and long ranges of 

hills than in any other parts of Europe I have vis- 

ited, and sometimes the landscapes remind me much 

of America. 

Bonn is a quiet, solid old town, and has been 
made the residence of many English and Americans 
who wished to pass a few months in Germany. 
Most of the streets are narrow and irregular, but it 
has beautiful promenades with shade trees and love- 
ly flowers, 


. old. castles. 
--Qologne.early in the twelfth century found refuge in 


"try like England and no people like the English 
. people. 


-> uous points. The picturesque scenery consists of 
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It is here we took the steamer for “up the Rhine,” 
one of the most pleasing and lovely rides I ever en- 
joyed. It was a pleasant day, we had a plenty of 
company. aboard (a good percentage of English), and 
we had a fine view of the magnificent scenery which 
like a panorama spread before us as we glided 
pleasantly up the beautiful Rhine, which has its 
source in the Alps (St. Gothard), runs through the 
country of the Grisons, enters the Lake of Con- 
stance (1,344 feet above the level of the sea), and 
thence flows 870 miles through one of the most 
lovely and variegated valleys in the world, and is 
navigable 570 miles from its mouth in Holland. 
This valley is famous in history, and is noted for 
deeds of valor and blood in the centuries that have 
passed away. It is, however, for its picturesque 
beauty, for its castles, and fortresses, and old cathe- 


drals, for its historic and legendary associations, 


that the Rhine has become so familiar and dear to 
travelers and readers. Said Lord Lytton, “As the 
Rhine flows so flows the national genius, by moun- 
tain and valley, the wildest solitude, the sudden 
Spires. of ancient cities, the moldered castle, the 
stately monastery, the humble cot, grandeur and 
homeliness, history and superstition, truth and fable, 
succeeding one another so as to blend into a whole.” 

Many names well known in history are associated 
with this noted river, Petrarch, Huss, Charlemagne, 
Luther, Pepin, Charles V., Napoleon I. and IIL, 


„these and many others, with their genius, their 


learBing, their good intents and bad intents, their 
ambition. and power, bave indeed rendered the 
Rhineland memorable.. From the time when the 
great Cesar first looked upon this noble river with 
wonder and admiration travelers have never ceased 
to extol its charms and “ poet after poet has joined 
in a chorus of praise." No poet, probably, has: ex- 


` celled what Byron said of this lovely stream, as he 


drank in fresh inspiration from contemplating it in 
all its loveliness. He describes it as 
"A blending of all beauties, stresma and dells, 
. Fruit, foliage, crag, wood, cornfield, mountain, vine, 
And chiefless castles breaking stern farewells, 
From gray but leafy walls where ruin dwells.” . 
The most striking beauties of the Rhine in going 
up thé river commence at Bonn. The first view is 
the Seven Mountains, Oelberg: 1,530 feet; Löwen- 


' burg, 1,500 feet; Lohrberg, 1,444 feet; Nonnen- 


Stromberg, 1,106 feet ; Petersburg, 1,096 feet; Wal- 
kenburg, 1,076 feet ; Drachenfels, 1,066 feet ; and 
all of volcanic origin. Some of them have ruins of 
The Jews who were banished from 


a castle which once stood on Walkenburg. They all 
look fine from the river. I will remark here by way 
of parenthesis that on the little Rhine steamer I be- 
came acquainted with an estimable gentleman and 
lady, Mr. and Mrs. George Henry Green, of Mel- 
bourne, Australia. He is a government commis- 
sioner, or examiner of banks, and is taking a fur- 
lough of twelve months. They sailed from Mel- 
bourne to San Francisco, and were three months in 
America, with which country they were very much 
pleased. He told me much of Australia. Sheep- 
raising is an immense business there, and he very 
much regrets that Congress has placed so much 
duty on foreign wool. He has twenty thousand 
sheep, but he is but a small sheep owner. Some of 
his neighbors have 250,000 head. He and his lady 
are English, and are much more genial and social 
than some of the haughty, imperious Englishmen I 
meet with. I occasionally mistake them for Ameri- 
cans, though really there is not much necessity for 
it, for the English have the Johnny Bull airs that 
an American ought to be ashamed to exhibit. Of 


- one Englishman, in whom I was mistaken, I asked : 
. | in 1802. 


* Áre you an American ?” . 

** No,” said he, * thank God I am not." 

«I thought," said I, “that you were about good- 
looking enough to be an American.” 

* By that very pretty compliment," said he, *I 
take it you are an American.” 

“Yes,” replied I, “you may set that down for a 
fact every time. I proudly own myself an Ameri- 
can." 

Without wishing to reflect upon our English 
cousins, I must say I find Americans the more genial 
and companionable, and to speak much the best 
English. This last remark has been verified b 
several Germans whom I have conversed with. 
They say the Americans speak much the plainer. I 
have heard English people talking togther, and I 
had to listen some little time before I could make 
out what foreign language they were speaking. 
The greatest complaint to be made of them is the 
conspicuous conceit with them that there is no coun- 


But let us return to the beautiful scenery of the 
Rhine. I will not undertake, however, to give you 
anything like a detailed description of all the beauty 
and grandeur to be seen as the steamer plows its 
way up the vigorous stream, as that would be too 
lengthy and tedious for both you and myself. I 
wil only call attention to some of the more conspic- 


elevated hills, which line both sides of the river on 


the highest prominences of which stand the ruins 
and remains of old castles which were once the 
homes of gallant knights and valiant warriors. 

On the right is Godesberg, a beautiful village 
about a mile from the river, with a handsome castle 
plainly in view, built in the thirteenth century. 
Only the tower remains, the rest having been de- 
stroyed by the Bavarians in 1583. 

On the left is Dollendorf, at the entrance to the 
Heisterbach valley, one of the most picturesque 
valleys in the Siebengebirge. The ruins of the Cis- 
tercian Abbey are very beautiful. Here is the 
scene of the charming legend of the monk Felix, 
told by Longfellow in the “Golden Legend,” who 


sf E P . heard 
The sudden singing of a biré— 
A snow-white bird that from a cloud 
Dropped down, 
And among the breakers brown 
Bat singing.” 


And so enamored became the monk with the sweet 
music, and into such elysian fields did the following 
of the songster lead him, that when he awoke, a cen- 
tury after, to the lot of ordinary life and returned a 
stranger to the convent in the Siebengebirge. 


". . . Kuch had been the power 
Of that celestial and immortal song 
A hundred years had passed, 

And had not seemed go long 

As a single hour.” 

On the left again is Kónigswenter, a charming lit- 
tle town at the foot of the Drachenfels. The ascent 
is said to take an hour and a half, but is gradual. 
The castle which crowns the summit was built by 
Arnold I, archbishop. of Cologne, in the twelfth 
century. It was taken by the Swedes in the Thirty 
Years’ War, but was taken from them and destroyed 
through inability to garrison it effectively. . Several 
legends attach to the old castle and the mountain, 
one being that a dragon dwelt in the cavern in the 
face of the hill (seen from the steamer). A Christian 
maiden was thrown to the monster, who of course 
retired before the sign of the cross, and Seigfried, a 
Low-Country hero, came to her rescue and slew the 
dragon. He bathed in its blood, and so became in- 
vulnerable. The wine produced on the slopes of the 
mountains is called Drachenbdlut, i.e., dragon’s blood. 
The view from the summit is said to be most beau- 
tiful. Touching on this delightful locality, Byron 
penned these lines : 

“ The castled crag of Drachenfels 
Frowns o’er the wide and winding Rhine, 
Whose breast of waters proudly swells 
Between the banks which bear the vine,: 
And hills ali rich with blossomed trees, 
And fields which promise corn and wine, 
Aud scattered cities crowning these, 
Whose fair white walls along them shine, 
Have shewed a scene which I should see 
With double joy wert thou with me. 


The river nobly foams and flows, 

The charm of this enchanted ground, 

And all its thousand turns disclose 

Some fresher beauty varying rouud; 

The haughtiest breast its wish might bound 
Through life to dwell delighted here; 

Nor could on earth a spot be found 

To nature and to me go dear, 

Could thy dear eyes in following mine 

Still sweeten more these banks of Rhine.” 

On the right is Mehlem, birthplace of John Meh- 
lem, the artist. In a few minutes after passing the 
Drachenfels one of the most charming parts of the 
whole length of the river is entered. The island of 
Nonnenwerth, rich in vegetation, is seen ahead, and 
conspicuous upon it is a school for girls, managed 
by Franciscan nuns. Formerly a nunnery was here, 
dating from the twelfth century, butit was destroyed 


On the right is Rolandseck, a very pretty little 
place with exquisite views, as it embraces quite a 
stretch of the river, including Nonnenwerth and 
Drachenfels. A ruined arch shows itself on the hill 
back of the town, and is all that remains of the Cas- 
tle of Rolandseck. A legend connected with this 
locality runs as follows : 

“The Knight Roland of Angers, nephew of Char- 
lemagne, traveling on the Rhine for the sake of 
adventure and amusement, claimed one night the 
hospitality of the Knight Heribut, who lived in the 
Castle of Drachenburg. Next day his host intro- 
duced him to his only daughter, Hildegunde, and 
Roland, captivated by her beauty, ceased his wan- 
derings and remained at Drachenburg the acknowl- 
edged lover of Hildegunde. But news came of the 
Moors devastating northern Spain and even ihreat- 
ening France. Roland was obliged to leave, and the 
separation was full of fear and anxiety to Hilde- 
gunde. In the battle of Ronceval he was smitten 
down by an Arab and left on the field as dead. 
News flew soon to Drachenburg; Hildegunde was 
hopeless and agonized, and in her grief she took 
refuge in the Convent of Nonnenwerth, and was 
soon allowed to take the irrevocable vow. But 
Roland was not dead, only wounded, and as soon as 
it was possible he returned to the Rhine to claim the 
hand of his bride. But Hildegunde had become the 
bride of heaven [?] and was lost to him forever. In 
his despair and grief he reached the castle of which 


that single ruined arch remains, and day by day he 
gazed down into the gardens of the nunnery, where 
he saw her form and perchance sometimes her face. 

But.one.day he saw her.not,and the next day & 
funeral procession passed along among the trees of 

the island to the burying:placé. Hildegunde was 

dead! Roland. never.spoke.or smiled again—but 

every day he gazed wistfully at the burying-place 

among the trees, and one day when his squire came 

to him he found him sitting in his usual position, 

but Roland was dead, and in death his half-closed 

eyes were still directed to the last resting-place of 
Hildegunde." i 

Now, is not that a touching legend? Poor 
Roland and poor Hildegunde ! 

Lord Lytton says: * From the Drachenfel& com- 
mences the true glory of the Rhine. . . . The 
Rhine widens like a broad lake between the Drach- 
enfels and Unkel; villages are scattered over the 
plain on the left; on the right is the Isle of Werth 
and the houses of Oberwinter; the hills are covered 
with vines, and still we turn withlingering gaze to 
the lofty crest of the seven mountains." 

On the right is Remagen, a small town of no re- 
markable pretensions, but with a history stretching 
away back to Roman times. A short distance from 
it is the celebrated Apolinaris spring. Some idea of 
the immense business carried on by the company 
owning it may be estimated by the array of boats, 
carts, and piled up bottles at the pier at the landing. 

On the left is Espel, with basaltic cliffs and quar- 
ries. Soon come Linzerhausen with Ockenfels, and 
a ruined castle above it. After passing some unim- 
portant places, we come to the new castle of Aren- 
fels, the property of Count Westerholt. 

On the right we passed the Castle of Rhinebeck, 
which suffered much at the hands of the French in 
1689 and was utterly destroyed in 1780, just one 
hundred years ago. Only a square tower now 
remains of the old building; the modern was built 
in 1832. Further on came the castle of Schweppen- 
bourg. Of. this locality Lytton says: “'There is 
something weird and preternatural about the aspeot 
of this place. Its soil betrays signs that in the former 
ages (from which ‘tradition, even, is fast fading 
away), some volcano here exhausted its fires. The 
stratum of the earth is black and pitchy, and the 
springs beneath it are of a dark and graveolent 
water. Here the stream of the Brohlbach falls into 
the Rhine, and in a valley rich with oak and pine, 
and full of caverns which are not without their tra- 
ditionary inmates, stands the Castle of Schweppen- 


bourg, which our party failed not to visit.” 


On the left is the castle of Hammerstein. On the 
right is the village of Leutesdorf with extensive 
vineyards, and next Andernach, a handsome old 
town which occupies the site where the Roman town 
Antunacum once stood. Tradition says Julius 
Casar constructed a wooden bridge across the 
Rhine at this point. The ancient Watch Tower, 
partly destroyed by the French in 1668, is among the 
most interesting remains of this locality, which in 
the past centuries saw so much of the vicissitudes of 
war. 

A pretty, legend of Andernach is thus told by 
Longfellow in his “ Hyperion :” 

“There was once a poor old woman in Andernach 
whose name was Frau Martha, and she lived all 
alone in a house by herself, and loved all the saints 
and the Blessed Virgin, and was as good as an angel, 
and sold tarts down the Rheinkrahn. But her 
house was very old, and the roof tiles were broken, 
and she was too poor to get new ones, and the rain 
kept coming in, and no Christian soul in Andernach 
would help her. - But the Frau Martha was a good 
woman, and never did any harm, but went to mass 
every morning, and sold tarts by the Rheinkrahn. 
Now, one dark windy night, when all the good 
Christians in Andernach were asleep in the feathers, 
Frau Martha, who lay under the roof, heard a great 
noise over her head and in her chamber. rip, 
drip, drip, as if the rain was dropping down through 
the broken tiles. Dear soul; and sure enough it 
was. And then there was a pounding and hammer- 
ing overhead, as if somebody was at work on the 
roof, and she thought it was Pelz-Nickel tearing the 
tiles off because she had not been to confession often 
enough, So she began to pray ; and the faster she 
said her Paternoster and her Ave Maria the faster 
Pelz-Nickel pounded and pulled, and drip, drip, 
drip it went all around her in the dark chamber, till 
the poor woman was frightened out of her wits, and 
ran to the window to cali for help. Then in a 
moment all was still—death still. But she saw a 
light streaming through the mist and rain, and a 
great shadow on the house opposite. And then 
somebody came down from the top of her house by 
a ladder, and had a lantern in his hand, and he took 
the ladder on his shoulder and passed down the 
street. But she could not see clearly because the 
window was streaked with rain. And in the morn- 
ing the old broken tiles were found scattered about 
the street, and there were new ones on the roof, and 
the old house has never leaked to this blessed day. 

* As soon as the mass was over Frau Martha told 
the priest what had happened, and he said it was not 

^. (Gontinued on page 680.) 
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' Christian: Morality. 


"To THE i Fonok oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: The pho- 
‘tographer who attempts to catch through his camera a pic- 
‘ture of a railroad train in motion can do'so but imperfectly. 
And our description of morality must likewise, and for sim- 
ilar reasons, be scarcely more than an incomplete Eketch of 
it; as what we call morals have a movement as well as rail- 
road trains.. What was once moral law is not recognized ag 
‘such now, and what passes for pure sthics to-day may to- 
morrow be rejected as immoral. 

Let-us note a few. illustrations of this progressiv charac- 
teristic of morals in‘ the evolution of Christianity.. Among 
other rules of conduct, our eye lights: upon this, ** Honor 
thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the 
land.” . It is certainly of the highest order of, morality to 
teach children filial affection, but to' get before them such a 
motiv is to make their obedience positivly immoral. The 
child which ia incited to honor its parents by the hope of a 
prolonged life has the fountain. of its natural affections 
.poisoned with intenge ‘selfishness, The hope of the Hebrew 
was temporal prosperity. He worshiped Jehovah, because 
it was chiefly by this means that he hoped for success in 
acquiring cattle, begetting children, and achieving victory 
over his enemies, The morality of the Christian is much 
the same; he suffers. and toils, not because it is right to 
suffer and foil, but because of the promis, “Great is thy 
reward in heaven," ‘In each of these cases the moral nature 
is corrupted with a brite. The child is paid for loving its 
parents with Jong life: The Hebrew was rewarded with 
prosperity because he exclaimed, “There is hone like unto 
the Lord our God,” arid the Christian who is poor i in purse 
shall hay treasures in heaven:” 

“Take thereforé no thought for the morrow” is a senti- 
ment which no intelligent person accepts. Contentment 
and resignation are likewlsé obsolete virtues, and submis- 
sion to wrong and to tyranny is also rapidly fading out of 
sight. © < EnS ae} 

“ Resist not evil, vat whosoerar shall smite thee ‘on the | 
right cheek, turn to him the other also," js inspired moral- 
ity, but itis infinitly. below the ordinary sense of manliness. 

“Why do ye- not rather take wrong? .Why do ye not 
rather suffer yourselvs to be defrauded?” Common; notions 
of justice and right imply the duty of resisting wrong and 
of preventing frauds of all sorts. What kind of a- world 
would this be if society were governed by ‘the practical 
morality of suffering wrong, outrage, and imposture? But 
this negativ morality, as it is sometimes called, does not 
stop here; it teaches us to yield obedience to:tyrants. ‘* Let 
every soul.be subject unto the. higher powers, for there i is no 
power but of God. Whosoever,” therefore, resisteth the 
power, resisteth the ordinance of God, and’ they that resiat : 
shall receive to themselvs damnation.” If society’ ‘had im- į 
. plieitly obeyed this teaching thé world would never liav 
had a single reform—every one would "hav been afraid: to: 
resist a gigantic wrong for fear he might réceivé to hifndelt | i 
damnation, . Whata splendid thing for the world that, dome | 
men were nòt afraid of damnation; and came forth royally 
and fovght and conquered many times the dragoons’ of 
superstition and despotism, thus opening the way for ' prog- 
ress! Such doctrins as the above would: consign tó' end- 
less torment such men as Washington, Jefferson, Franklin, 
and Paine for their part in “establishing the tree; government 
under which we liv. ` : 

The doctrin of special providence iis a bine to the ioral 
nature of man. No Providence, no “All-Seeing Eye, can 
serve to release man' from his: ‘responsibility—from his man- 
hood, Of what benefit is it to the sparrow that some one 
Sees itfall to the ground? Had some hand extended itself 
and caught it-in its fall, and thereby saved its life, then 
there would be good reasons for trusting in Providence, at 
least so far as the sparrows are concerned. And what.avail 
is it that the hairs of our heads are all numbered? . It does 
not save some people from becoming bald-headed, and even 
addle-headed. 

We giv the following as a most touching instance in illus- 
Vration of the mysterious and effectiv hand of Providence: 

“Not long ago a young nian died very suddenly in Boston. 
There was a post-mortem examination by regular physicians 
and a coroner's jury, who mutually deliberated over the. 
body as to the- cause of its death. The doctors found the 
young man's stomach somewhat irritated. On close i inepec- 
tion the contenta of the stomach were found to be & mixiure 
of bread and butter, mince pie and coffee, ham and eggs, 
buckwheat, cakes, oyster stew, plum pudding, pound cake, 
corned beef, ice cream, more mince pie, and baked beans. 
The jury gave the case most grave and deliberate considera- 
tion, and in accordance therewith rendéred the verdict, 
“Came to his. death by a: Myaterious Mg souci of the 
affl.ctiv hand of Providence. " 

Prayer is another element of Christian ethics. "We recol- 
lect the fact that a few years ago the yellow fever:swept off 
thousands of our countrymen, for whom everything: was 
done that human skill and love could do, but invain, and 
that the religious people of the whole country united Sun- 
day after Sunday in calling upon Providence to lend a hand 
‘where it was most needed, but no answer to. prayer was 
granted. If at such a time, and with such united and 
earnest prayers by all the praying people of the country, no 
answer was given, under what circumstances would it be 
likely that answers to prayers would be granted? "Thought 
and labor are the prayers which unlock the mysteries and 
treasuries of the universe. . y 

, And what kind of morality is that which discounts itself 
and insists that there is no saving morality except in faith ; 
that man may be damned for the sins of some one who 
lived thousands of years ago; that morality i is no passport 
to heaven; that a wretch in the very last moments of his 


| duced for any other subject. 


| than this: 


everlasting happiness ? 


Between the saddle and the ground, - 
Was merey asked and pardon found. px) 


. The Chicago Tribune, in noticing a hanging occasion, 


‘spoke of the exit of one of these latter-day saints, not éx- 


actly coming up to time ''between the saddle and the 
ground,” but between the gallows and glory, gave these 
alliterativ and rythmical head lines, ‘‘ JoHN JONES JERKED 
To Jesus!” Of coursein all such cases if the spectator 
accepts the situation he will not be much afraid of hang- 
ing, if he should under any possible exigency be called upon 
himself to swing for the good of his country, for thereby he 


can find godliness a great gain in climbing the golden stair. 


with the assistance of a rope round his neck. One of the 
most sympathetic aspects of this kind of morality which 


asks man to do right and get his reward, is the incentiv that 


he will hav the joy of seeing his own friends who failed 'to 
get baptized ‘lie and fry and scorch and broil and burn 
forevermore.” : : . 

Bo Bunyan wrote. Now listen to the’ words of the 
sainted Jonathan Edwards, "They will not be sorry for the 
damned ; it will cause no uneasiness or dissatisfaction, to 
‘them, put òn the contrary when they see this sight it will 
occasion rejoicing and excite them to joyful praises. On! ! 
the Modocs!" What a hell of a heaven such a place would 
be, where mothers laughed in glee at every shriek of 
anguish and agony that came to their ears from their own 
children, In the language of the uninspired penman I 
would say, Let me die and be buried in Texas, rather than 
liv eternally in suck a heaven. : 

Christian morality, at. the command of science and hu: 
manity, has had to giv up these savage notions and move up 
to higher grounds, It has had again and again to abandon 
its- outposts. It has given up slavery, polygamy, witch- 
craft, infant damnation, and is releasing its grasp on dam: 
nation ia genera], The sentiment in Dr. Brown's motto at 
the Hornellsville Convention is. the underlying sentiment of 
society in general; **Damn others as you would like to be 
, damne& yourself." This is nothing more nor less than the 
| Golden Rule. s 

We notice then that (1) Christianity has no permanant 
standard of morality, and that (2) it has no definit test 


-of right conduct, and (3) that its progress is constrained by 


science and humanity. - 
In another paper I will giv a brief outline of rational 
morality. W. 8. BELL. 
——» oe — — —— 
“These Signs." 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: A corre. 
spondent in your paper of July 27th requests the Spiritual- 
ists to giv to the world some grand proof of the truth of 


; their claims, “to get their debaters ready, hold meetings, 
; ete.” 


So regardless are men of the past that were some evi- 
dence given that no one living can doubt, next year proof 
would be generally called for. Would it convince us more 
to listen to speakers than if we read books? Spiritualism 
has piled up more testimony in its favor than can be;ad- 
Within thirty years past the 
testimony of over fifteen thousand credible witnesses, every 
one of national, state, or county reputation of the highest 
character, has been. given in books or records over their 
own sigaatures to facts inexplicable on any other theory 
* that invisible intelligences, akin to human, do 
exist and can Communicate with us and move physical sub- 

stances without any apparent contact.” Such was the re- 
port of that London Dialectical Society committee. Just 
think of a committee of thirty-six men of learning who 
began sneeringly and contemptuously to investigate the de- 
spised phenomena, and yet ere six months, without having 
had any communication with outside mediums, becoming 
convinced solely through the power generated amongst 
themselvs. Look atthe book of Dr. Hare, the American 
Faraday, who investigated scientifically, beginning it relue- 
tantly, contemptuourly, and treating the strongest tests as 
humbugs, yet by scientific methods getting information that 


proved beyond a doubt that some intelligence outside of- 


visible mortality was at work, Examin the testimony. in 
Howitt’s '* History of the Supernatural,” in Ower’s “ Foot- 
fall’s” and Epes Sargent's works. Also that in Mr. Hard- 
iog'a ‘‘History of Spiritualism.” In the archives of Congress 
is a paper signed by several thousand well-known Citizens 
who testify to facte, any one of which, if true, proves the 
Spiritual hypothesis, There are thousands of living wit- 
nesses whose testimony is recorded, 
to and willreply. Yet: here is the curiosity of human na. 
türe. We are surrounded by thousands of citizens of aver- 
age intelligence who declare they believe similar Spiritual | b 
phenomena occurred 1,800 years ago, which they find. re- 
corded in a book, written by whom no one knows, who þe- 


| lieve God begat a son in a Jewish virgin, on the sole testi: 


mony of an old man's dream, reported as hearsay, and that 


the said son aud his disciples raised the dead and made the 


blind to see miraculously, and yet who refuse to believe the 
phenomena of Spiritualism though tempted to by: thgusands 
ef their contemporaries. Truly age givs a miracle respecta- 

bility. "The cast-.off rags of Jewry hav become holy relics 
with those who would spit on the Jews who wore. them, 

And the followers of him who told his disciples | that these 
signs. shall: follow them that believe (see last verses of 
Mark), denounce these whom the signs follow as '' devil- 
worshipers,” I was never so forcibly struck with this as 
when reading ‘‘ Travels in Tartary and Thibet,” by Fathers 
Huc and Gabet, two missionaries of the order of Bt, Laza 
rus, good, pious, sincere, honest, educated men, and close 
| observers of humanity, if ever such there were. Although 
every page, almost, acknowledges the extraordinary kind. 
ness, hospitality, virtue, and excellence of the Mongols and | 
"Tartara, yet these poor priests cannot but pity them. as ig- 


They can be written: 


"life, may, if he only gasp the name of Jesus, enter pm wicked devil- worshipers, But the ‘most extraor- 


dinary fact of allis that these priests of. Buddha are tde- 
clared by these missionaries over and over again as pos. 


are adduced, by these missionaries that cannot be accounted 
for on any other. hypothesis than that of spiritual, aid. 
Take the cases of inflicting horrible wounds upon the body, 
of walking over burning ‘red-hot thetal, barefoot and 
unharmed, ‘and the wonderful intelligence of the babes who 
are claimed to be the new grand lamas, the’ Souls of the 
lately deceased, ‘being put into the bodies of the infants and 
other, that are as conimon as the wonders of’ Slade’s, 
‘Home's, or Foster’s, et als. ‘wediumehip;' Yet these fnis. 
sionaries, shrewd and hostil, break forth in ejaculations of 
wonder, and declare that it is the devil who helps these 
‘pagans, ‘These signs shall follow them that believe." :: 


“And cui you do these Wonders? No. ‘Can any óne? 
Yes, the Thibetan lamas of Buddha do them, but "tis the 
devil’s work. Then these signè follow those who preach 
‘and believe tlie wrong. Strange torsion of a text!’ Bat 
there is the standing miracle recorded by these missionaries, 
Here it is in their own ‘language, as translated ‘by Hazlitt: 
Tsong-Kaba a. holy lama, an incarnation of God [in fact 
the Jesus Ohrist of two-thirds of the Buddhisté—those who 
wear the yellow robe] was born several hundred years ago, 
'* His mother ‘shaved ‘his head, and where she threw "the 
hairsprang up a marvelous tree, the’ wood of which dis- 
penses a delightful perfume, and ‘each leaf on it bears en- 
‘gtaved on its surface a letter in- the sacred language of 
Thibet. ." He withdrew: in retirement, fasting and 
suffering. He respected the life of even the humblest in- 
sect.” And so do all his: followers to-day. Finally the 
doetring of. this savior superseded those of all other. Bud- 
dhist sécts;on account of‘ their excellence and truth. In 
‘fact, his doctrins are but. a reformation peacefully accom- 
plished. But to quote again: 

*'*It will naturally be expected that “We gay: something 
about the tree itself. Does it exist ?- Hav we seen it, etc, 
"Yes, this tree does exist. At the foot of a mountain 


is a great square inclosure, formed by brick walls. Upon 
entering this, our eyes were first directed with earnest guri- 
osity to the leaves, and we were filled with an absolute con- 
sternation of astonishment at finding that in fact there were 
upon each of the leaves well-formed Thibetan letters, all of 
& green color, some. darker, some lighter, than the leaf it- 
self, Our firet impression was a suspicion of fraud on the 
part -of the lamas ; but after minute examination of every 
detail, we could not discover the least deception, - The char- 
acters all appeared to ug portions of the leaf. ‘itself equally 
with its veins and nerves. The position Was. not the.same 
in all, In one leaf- théy would beat the top, in another in 
the middle. The younger leaves represented only partially 
formed letters. The bark is also covered with letters. When 
‘you remove the old bark the young bark under i? shows 
indistinct outlines of lettera ; ànd ‘what ‘is more singular, 
these’ characters are different from those they replace. 

“We examined everything with the. closest Attention, to 
detect s0me trace of trickery, but could not find any, and 
the perspiration absolutely trickled down: our: faces ‘under 
the influence of our sensations in sight of this most amazing 
spectacle. More profound intellects than ours may pérhaps 
be able to supply a satisfactory explanation of these myster- 
ies, but we altogether giv it up. Our readers may possibly 
smile at our ignoratice, but we care not 80 that the sincerity, 
of our statement is not suspected.” > ^^ 

They also add that the tree is very old, always green, 
has beautiful red flowersin summer, and wood of delightful 
odor. There is no other tree in the world like it, s0 far as 
known, and all attempts, to gr&tt and bud from: it ‘hav failed. 
Here then is the greatest wonder of the world, It is 
attested positivly by two educated. gentlemen of a religion 
hostil to Buddhism. ` There is no miracle- like ma none 
equal to it. : ips 

It is well known what manly the Delphian oraclé gave to 
Orcesus. No fact in ancient history is. better established 
than that he sent messengers to all the distant. oracles to test 
them. Oa the same hour all the oracles were asked what 
Croesus, king of Lydia, was then doing. Meanwhile-Croaua 
had within his own mind arranged a plan; He went out 
and put a tortoise and a bit:of mutton in & brass kettle cov- 
ered with bran and was boiling it. The oracle: of Delphi 
was the ouly one that’ truly disclosed this unlikely act of a 
mighty ruler. Orcosus henceforth regarded'it as the true 
oracle, But how does St. Augustine, how does the pious 
Rollin, how do all the Christian writers, dispose of these 
wonders and signs? ‘'God, to punish the heathen: for their 
hardness of heart and errors,. purposely allowed, the deyil to 
blind them with wonders.” So says the saint and so the 
truly pious Rollin. If priestoraft had no other crime to 
answer for, this alone should condemn it éverlastingly—that 
it so idiotizes minds that they. can thus try to reason, dwarf- 
ing and. blinding.. the human intellect.  “ These į signs shall 
follow them that believe" (Christ),  '' These signa are a 
proof that the devil is leader, ” (Christian priestcraft). 

, ÇỌLÅRER IRVINE. 
eo 
Socranreric Lazon PARTY, Tenth Assembly District. No 
soldier, lawyer, priest. or capitalist can represent labor, 


For Assembly, John Chaefer. No compromise or fusion 
with any other political party. 


The above isthe motto upon the banner of the Soctalistic. 
Labor Party. The position is now assured, ‘Hereafter only 
labor is to be represented in the councils of the ‘nation, 
although there are a few other people than laborers who 
hava legal right to life, liberty, etc, Lincoln Hall, corner 
Houston street and Firat avenue, is the center of & new 
Social world that is to be—when we grow to. it. "à 
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sessed, in many cases, of miraculous powers.. And instances: 


where the lamasery stands, and near the Buddhist‘temple, 
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The Trnth Seeker, October 93, 1880. 


Garfield’s Indorsement of Hamilton. 


To tHE EDITOR or Tas TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In THE 
TRUTH SEEKER of October 2d it is stated : ‘‘ The indorse- 
ment by Garfield of the Hamiltonian theory that senators 


should hold their office for life, and that the governors of 


the states should be appointed by the president, shows 
whither the party is tending.” 
. What Garfield said in his speech in New York was this : 


- ''This is New York, and yonder toward the Battery, more 


than a hundred years ago, à. young student of Columbia 


, College was arguing the ideas of the American Revolution 


P 


„cages of & general jurisdiction. 


and Amer'can union against the un-American loyalty to 
monarchy of his college president and professors, By and 
by he went into the patriot army, was placed on the staff of 
Washington to fight the battlés of his country, and while in 
camp, before he was twenty-one years old, upon a drum- 
head, he wrote a letter which contained every germ of the 
Constitution of the United States, That student, soldier, 
statesman, and great leader of thought, Alexander Hamilton, 
of New York, made this republic glorious by his thinking, 
and left his Jasting impress upon New York, the foremost 
state of this union, And here, on this island, the scene of 
his early triumphs, we gather to-night, soldiers of the new 
war, representing the same ideas of union and glory, and 
adding to the column of the monument that Hamilton and 
Washington and the heroes of the Revolution reared.” 

Gen: Garfield referred to the letter which Hamilton wrote, 
as containing the germs of the present Constitution, and to 
the idea of union contained in that instrument. He did not 
refer to the-proposed plan of a constitution submitted by 
Hamilton to the Constitutional] Convention, which contained 
the features objected to by Tug TRUTA SREKER. 

Washington and Madison beth opposed Hamilton' 8 plan. 
but Hamilton's final opinion was against an executiv during 
good behavior, on account of the increased danger to the 
public tranquility incident to the election of a magistrate of 
this degree of permaneney. 

Hamilton's proposed constitution had màny commendable 
features. Representativs i Ín Congress were to be elected by 
the adult ‘ free male citizens and inhabitants of the several 
states.” Article VIL provided : “Nor shall any religious 
sect or denomination, or religious test for any office or 
place, be.ever established by law.” 

, In the Constitutional Convention Hamilton voted in favor 
of choosing presidential electors by the people in electoral 
districts, each state having as many districts as it had sen- 


‘ators and representativs. 


He also held that '‘a share in the sovereignty of the state, 
which is exercised by the citizeng at large in voting at elec- 
tions, is one of the most important rights of the subject, 


‘and ina republic ought to stand foremost in the estimation 


of the law; It is that right by which we exist a free peo- 
ple.’ ” 

The letter indorsed by General Garfield i is probably that 
written by him at the age of seventeen when defending the 
measures of Congress in a paper entitled ** A Full Vindica- 
tion," In that he wrote of the natural rights of mankind: 
** All men hav one common original; they participate in one 
common nature, and consequently hav one common right. 
No reason can be assigned why one man should exercise 
any power over his fellow-creatures more than another, 
unless they bay voluntarily vested him with it. 

“I consider civil liberty, in a genuin, unadultered sense, 
as the greatest of terrestrial blessings, Iam convinced that 
the whole human race is entitled to it, and that it cannot be 
wrested from them without the blackest and most aggra- 
vated guilt.” 

On the question of national ard state sovereignty, Ham- 
ilton held: ‘I am at a loss to discover what temptation the 
persons intrusted with the administration of the general 
government could ever feel to divest the state of the author- 
ities of that description. The regulation of the mere do- 
mestic police of a state appears to me to hold out slender 
inducements to ambition. Commerce, finance, negotiation, 
and war seem to comprehend all the objects which hav 
oharms for minds governed by that passion; and all the 
powers necessary to these objects ought in the first instance 


"to be lodged in the national depository. The administration 


of private justice between the citizens of the same state, the 
supervision of agriculture, and of other concerns of a simi- 
lar nature, all thoge things, in short, which are proper to be 
provided for by local legislation, can never be desirable 
It is, therefore, improba- 
‘ble that there should exist a disposition in the federal coun- 
cils to usurp the powers with which they are connected; 

because the attempt to exercise them would be as trouble- 
gome as it would be nugatory; and the possession of them, 
for that reason, would contribute nothing to the dignity, to 
the importance, or to’ the splendor of the national govern- 
ment,” $ 

On the clause of the Constitution for guaranteeing a re- 
publican form of government, he said: ‘‘ Without a guar- 
anty, the assistance to be derived from the Union in repell- 
ing those domestic dangers which may sometimes threaten 
the existence of the state constítutions, must be renounced. 
Usurpation may rear its crest in each state and trample upon 
the liberties Of the people, while the national government 
could legally do nothing more than behold its encroach- 
ments with indignation and regret. A successful faction 
may erect atyranny on the ruins of order and law, while no 
succor could constitutionally be afforded by the Union to 
the friends and supporters of the government.” 

‘In a free government,” said Hamilton, ‘‘the security 
for civil rights must be the same as that for religious rights. 
It consists in the one case in the multiplicity of intereste, 
and in the other in the multiplicity of sects.” 

** Justice is the end of government; it is the end of civil 
society.” 

On the qualifications for office, he held: ‘Who are to be 
the objects of popular desire? Every citizen whose merit 


may recommend him to the esteem and. confidence of his 
country. No qualification of wealth, of birth, of religious 
faith, or of civil profession is permitted to fetter the judg- 
ment or disappoint the inclination of the people.” 

It is shown by these quotations from Hamilton’s speeches 
that the protection of the rights of the people against usur- 
pation on the part of the state or national government was 
a cardinal point of his faith. He held that the guarantee to 
the citizens of each state that the privileges and immunities 
of the citizens of the several states could only be maintained 
by giving the United States courts jurisdiction throughout 
the several states, saying, ‘And if it be a just principle 
that every government ought to possess the means of exe- 
cuting its own provisions by its own authority, it will follow 
that in order to the inviolate maintenance of that equality 
of privileges and immunities, to which the citizana of the 
Union will be entitled, the national judiciary ought to pun- 
ish in all cases in which one state-or its citizens are opposed 
to another state or its citizens.” 

It seems to me that your criticism is, based on an error 
which does injustice to Gen. Garfield. W. B, Busg. 


Forward, not Backward. 
BY E. C. WALKER. 


It is the duty of all progressiv men and women to go for- 
ward in the path of retorm, not backward, by devious ways 
of indirection seeking to reach a goal which will bless the 
eyes of him alone who goes straight ahead in the path of 
duty. 

No reform is possible within the ranks of an old party 
any more than within the pale of an old church. ''New 
party or no party " should be our slogan. Unite with the 
new Greenback-Labor party, or form a new Liberal party. 
Any union. with either of the old and corrupt parties is 
death to principle and death to us as a moral power, 

Mr. Leland should remember that there was an earnest 
protest against any union with the Democrats in Ohio last 
year against the Republicans, The Liberals were counseled 
to vote with the Greenbackers. Within the ranks of that 
party are three-fourths of the working Liberals of the coun. 
try. Four-fifths of them are in Iowa. 

Do you suppose that either the Republicans or the Dem- 
ocrats will do anything for us eo long as we vote with them? 
No person who knows the motivs which govern politicians 
will for a moment suppose that they will. When we be. 
come a power against them they will begin to examin our 
demands and accede to them as fast as their cowardly souls 
will let them. 

But the Labor party we can take hold of in its youth and 
control, Are we wise enough todo this? Can we take hold 
and control either of the old parties? We cannot. Then 
what does common sense say that we shall do? Join hands 
with the only reform party in existence and carry its ban- 
ner and ours to victory. This is what we shall doif we are 
wise, 

Mr, Leland seems to think because the Republicans 
are in power in the state of New York, and are doing no 
better than did the Democrats, that my citation of the fact 
that the Democrats, when in power in that state, gave mill- 
ions of dollars of public money to the Catholic church, is 
not to the point, or its effect nullified. But I was not, and 
am not, talking for the Republican party. What it is doing 
does not in the least sffect my position that the Democratic 
party is not the party of progress, and that the Liberal who 
votes for that fossil simply throws away his vote and makes 
no protest for a principle. 

“Use the two great parties as clubs to beat out each 
other's brains.” Those heads, or “ brains,” are nothing but 
two great organs of acquisitivness, and they will combine 
and beat the small expediency man or party every time. 

Where are your million voters, Mr. Leland, who will vote 
for either of the old parties at the behest of the League 
Congress ?. What is the aggregate circulation of the Liberal 
papers? I will venture to say that you cannot get half of 
them (subscribers of Liberal paper?) to vote for either of the 
old putrescences when they prefer the other or & younger 
rival. Our friends must not forget that there are some other 
questions at issue than those for which the League contests. 
You cannot get free-thinking men to vote for the candidates 
of a party whose principles they abhor, just because that 
party may possibly be induced to favor some other one 
principle which they accept. Both of the old parties hav 
taken certain positions upon some of the gravest problems 
of the age, positions directly antagonistic to those occupied 
by tens of thousands of clear-seeing reformers. Do you 
suppose that these serious men will vote with these old 
parties under the circumstances ? Do you suppose that for 
a chance they will throw a certainty away ? Do you sup- 
pore that because there is a faint, a very faint, possibility 
that the Democratic party will favor a larger liberty of 
press and mails, the earnest reformer is going to giv his vote 
to the party, every plank of whose platform is, to his per- 
ception, rotten ? No, sir, never, 

Mr. Leland intimates that I am playing the unfair sports. 
man in this affair., This is unfair of him. There is no 
dishonesty where fair notice is given of the player's inten- 
tion. 

Now for a few words in reference to things said by some 
of the correspondents in THE TRUTH SEEKER of Sept, 4th. 

Bro. Bell, do you suppose that we shall ever succeed in 
achieving monetary reform so long as we vote with the 
parties directly opposed to such reform ? Your advice to 
vote with the Democrats, if followed, is the death of all 
monetary reform, or any other reform for that matter. 
Fusion in Maine has done more to kill the Greenback party 
than all the lies of the Democratic and Republican press 
and stump speakers. 

Where is Gare, last year’s chairman of the Greenback 
Central Committee? Working with the Republicans. You 


never know where to find a man who is “‘ anything to beat" 
the opposition. You need not take this to yourself, Bro. 
Bell, for I know you, but then you nre very wild when you 
talk of fusion. 

General Weaver never did an act: more to his "Credit: than 
when he refuced.to speak from the same platform with 
Benjamin F. Butler. There is your fusionist, par "excellence, 
gone back to the flesh-pots of the Democratic Egypt. ^ ~ 

Straight ahead, comrades, under the flag of right." No 
fusion, no compromises, no bargains for monetary success ! 

Our friend Peck seems inclined to take to the Garfield 
pond, Terribly stagnant, brother! Awful miasma! ` Iam 
dead set against the Democratic party, put old Republican 
as I am, I can only think of the present Republican party 
with a cold shiver of horror and a feeling of unutterable 
loathing, and were there no choice between ths two, should 
certainly take to the Democratic torrent. 

Let us keep our heads. Just because a maù hits you. last, 
as one of your correspondents expresses ít, is no good reason 
why you should spend all your strength trying to punish 
hiní when another man is doing all he can to get fire to your 
house, Both the old parties are bad, aud we must Jet them 
severely aloue. 

Tbe discussion between Mr. Wakeman and Mr. Bush 
brings out into the clear light of day the fundamental truth 
that all laws presuming to regulate the private action.of the 
individual, or to prescribe what the citizen shall or shall not 
sell, buy, or read, are unconstitutional and invasiv and must 
go. j 

MM —— li a 
Letters to Mr. Leland, 

CnicAao, Bept. 29, 1880. 

T. C. Leland, Sec N. L. L: Y herewith send the applica- 
iion and money for a charter for the first League in this 
city. The prospects are good for building up a strong 
League and becoming thoroughly organized here. 

Mrs. H. 8. Lake delivered her lecture, “ Infidel Integ- 
rity v3. Christian Creed," last Sunday evening, at the West 
End Opera House, to & good sized audience, She is an elo- 
quent speaker and was warmly applauded throughout the 
discourse. 

At the close of her lecture she announced that steps were 
being tsken to form a League, and those who wished to join 
would now hav an opportunity to do so. Your correspond- 
ent was selected to act as temporary Secretary, and, for a 
short time, was kept very busy putting down the names and 


taking in the money of those who pressed forward to join. 

The Liberals of this city hav heretofore been apparently 
indifferent in regard to organizing, but now they are being 
aroused to a sense of its importance, and are taking hold 
with a will. They are enthusiastic over the action. of the 
Congress in passing the repeal resolutions. ‘They say it 
means busineis, and they are ready to back it with all the 
forces at their command. It has infused a new life into 
them, and they are ready for action. They had become 
tired of the temporizing policy, but now. they see a clean- 
cut demand for repeal and they hav gained fresh courage. 
They realize that the church has been served with notice 
that it must take its hands from of: the mail bags of the 
people. 

Let those who hanker after the fesh- “pots of popularity, 
and all who are in bondage to the fear of public opinion, 
fall out of the ranks before the last- final charge. We shall 
be all the stronger for it. There will then be left only the 
true and tried soldiers upon whom we can depend. 

Word has been passed along the line to close up the 
ranks, and from this time on there will be no faltering, 

Yours for victory, Henry J. WOODHOUSE. 


Marie Rarrps, Mion., Oct. 4, 1880. 
Mr. T. C. LELAND, Dear Sir: Herewith we hand you 
draft for $5.00 in reply to your suggestion that each auxil- 
iary Liberal League forward that amount, We wish to be 
one of the first to send in our cash to start the work for the 
new year. Although we are a thousand miles away, yet by 
our prompt remittance we think not many will go ahead of 

us. Yours, etc., BETH N. ALLEN, Cor. Bec. 
There is a live League. The 200th is the banner auxiliary. 
We wish the 199 before it were animated with the same 
spirit. How many others will rise and send $5.00 to the 
League Treasury ? If but 100 others will do it, it will start 

the Loague work into efficient activity. T. C. L. 

— oo Oo 


The Mystery Solved. 


To rug Eprror or Tam TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Astron- 
omy and geology are alike adverse to the Christian religion, 
for the system of the world, by Sir Isaac Newton, was not 
created by the God of Moser, If the educated clergy will 
take this hint it furnishes an argument in proof that our 
renowned astronomers and geolegists are simpletons, which 
is awliversion from their charge that the prophets end apos- 
tles on science were simpletons. 

Defining the error in which Atheists and scientific Liber- 
als are walking, science teaches that a body of gold at a 
given distance from the earth’s center will, by the force of 
terrestrial attraction, be reduced to the specific gravity of 
cork, and the body will hav the density of gold and the 
weight of cork, which absurdity is accepted as scientific 
truth. No wonder the Liberals hav concluded that the per- 
sonality of the everlasting Father is a fraud. Such con- 
summate wanderings from natural truth as are found in 
Newton's ‘‘ Principia” constitute a monument more won. 
derfulin romance than was the geocentric hypothesis; and 
the knowledge of it is the weapon by which the assaults of 
Infidelity on the Christian religion can be proved to be as. 
ethereal as a dream. (Rzv.) W. Isaacs Loomis, 

Martindale Depot, N. Y. 


— M : 

We hav received some photographs of R, P, Wileox, the 

boy Liberal editor, which we shall keep on sale, Price 
ten cenis. 
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. (Continued from page 67.) 
Pelz-Nickel, but without doubt St. Castor or St. 
Florian. Then she went to the market and told 
Frau Bridget all about it, and Frau Bridget said 
that two nights before Hans Claus, the cooper, had 
heard a great pounding in hie shop, and in the morn- 
ing found new hoops on all his hogsheads, and that 
aman with a lantern and a ladder had been seen 
riding out of town at midnight on a donkey; and 
that the same night the old windmill at Kloster 
St. Thomas had been mended, and the old gate 
of the churchyard at Feldkirche made as good 
as new, though nobody knew how the man got 
across the river. Then Frau Martha went down to 
the Rheinkrahn and told all these stories over again; 
and thé old ferryman of Fahr said he could tell 
something about it, for the very night the church- 
yard gate was mended he was lying awake in his 
bed because he could not sleep, and he heard a loud 
knocking at the door and somebody calling him to 
get up, and set him over the river. And when he 
got up he saw a man down by the river with a lan- 
tern and a ladder; but as he was going down to 
him the man blew out the light, and it was so dark 
he could not see who he was ; and his boat was old 
and leaky ; and he was afraid to set him over in the 
dark; but the man said he must be in Andernach 
that night, and so he set him over. And after they 
had crossed the river he watched the man until he 
came to an image of the holy Virgin, and he saw 
him püt his ladder against the wall and light his 
lamp and then walk along the street. And in the 
morning he found liis old boat all eaulked and tight 
and painted red, and he could not tell for his blessed 
life who did it unless it were the man with the lan- 
. tern. Dearsoul; how strange it was! And so it 
went on for some time ; and whenever the man with 
the lantern had been seen walking through the strcet 
at night, so sure as the morning came, some work 
had been done for the sake of some good soul, and 
everybody knew he did it, and yet nobody could find 
out who he was, nor where he lived, for when any- 
body came near him he blew out his light and turned 
down another street, and suddenly disappeared, no- 
body could tell how. And some said it was Rube- 
zahl, and some Pelz-Nickel, and some St. Anthony- 
on-the-Heath. 

“Now, one stormy night a poor sinful creature was 
wandering about the streets with her babe in her 
arms, and she.was hungry and cold, and no soul in 
Andernach would take her in. And when she came 
to the church. where the great crucifix stands she 
saw no light in the little chapel at the corner, but 
she sat down on a stone at the foot of the cross and 
began to pray, and prayed till she fell asleep with 
her little babe on her bosom. But she did not sleep 

. long, for a bright light shown full in her face, and 
when she opened her eyes she saw a pale man with 
a lantern standing right before her. He was almost 
naked, and there was blood upon his hands and 
body, and great tears in his beautiful eyes, and his 
face was like the face of the Savior on the cross. 
Not a single word did ne say to the poor woman, 
but looked at her compassionately, and gave her a 
loaf of bread, and took the little babe in his arms 
and kissed it. Then the mother looked up to the 
great crucifix, but there was no image there, and she 
shrieked and fell down as though she were dead. 
And there she was found with her child ; and a few 
days after they both died and were buried together 
in one grave. And nobody would have believed her 
story if a woman who lived at the corner had not 
gone to the window when she heard the scream and 
seen the figure hang the lantern up in its place and 
then set the ladder against the wall and go up and 
nail itself to the cross. Since that night it has 
never moved again. Ach Herr Je !” 

Now, friends, is not that a pretty legend—a real 
pious story? And oh how true! I believe one 
part of it is true, and that is the sentence which 

_ says that the figure on the cross has since that night 
never moved again. And who can doubt the rest 
.of it? What! Can you not believe that the image 
got down from the cross, lighted his lantern, took 

. his ladder, and went and mended Frau Martha’s tile 
roof, the churchyard gate, the ferrymaw’s boat, 
put all those hoops on Hans Claus’s hogsheads, 
rode out of town on a donkey, and finally woke up 
the poor woman who -had sinned and gave her a 
loaf of bread and kissed her baby and after all this 
climbed up on the cross again and spiked himself to 
it? Will you doubtall this when the woman at the 
corner—no matter what her name was, or which 
corner she lived .on—saw it with her own eyes, or at 
least somebody said she did? Why, my friends, 
the whole story is just as probable and is just as 

: well authenticated as the original one about this fig- 
ure, or the man whom it represents, riding into a 
town on a donkey, and finally being nailed up on a 
cross, all to. make his daddy good natured. One 
legend is just as true as the other, and if you believe 
one you ought to believe both. It may be you do 
as much as I do. I am not sure but I saw the 
identical cross and the identical figure on it 


which did all these wonderful things, for I saw 
several such crosses all along the Rhine with 
such figures upon them, with very little clothes, 


b 


as large as life and looking extremely sad, 
as though very sorry that his kind-hearted father 
had decreed that he should thus hang on the cross 
month after month and year after year. I also saw 
this man's mother, neatly dressed and placed in 
shrines and niches in the rocks, as we passed along 
up the river. I think that woman must be the 
queen of all this country for I see her figure and her 
portrait even oftener than I do Kaiser William's, or 
than I did Leopold III. in Belgium, Napoleon's in 
France, and Vic's and the Duke of Wellington's in 
England. They evidently think very highly of this 
little Jewess. It is also intimated that a very dis- 
tinguished personage once thought very much of her, 
and paid her a most extraordinary visit, and that the 
image on the cross is what came of it. It is not so 
pretty a legend as the one I have just quoted for 
you, but is just as true. . 

After passing Andernach the hills recede, leaving 
more breadth of valley near the river. Here is lo- 
cated several little villages of no special importance. 
Neuwied, however, is interesting from the fact that 
there is an important settlement of the people known 
as Moravian Brethren, a kind of community, very 
moral, industrious, and thrifty. Their wares, deer- 
skins, gloves, etc., are much sought after, and many 
people visit them. 

Coblentz is an important Rhine town, coutaining 
29,000 inhabitants and beautifully situated at: the 
conflux of the Moselle aud Rhine, whence it ob- 
tained its ancient name of Confluentes. This place 
has also tasted the bitter fruits of war. It was here 
that the grandsons.of Charlemagne met to settle 
as to dividing his vast dominions with Italy, France, 
and Germany. In the Thirty Years’ War it suifered 
severely. In 1794 it was taken by the French and 
was held by them twenty years, since which time it 
has belonged to Prussia. 

The church of St. Castor is conspicuous for its 
four towers and its great age, having been founded 
in 830, though the present structure dates from 1208. 
It contains highly interesting monuments and fine 
frescoes, both ancient and modern, but all of the 
same pious, saintly, churchly style, with several 
T gods, virgin mothers, and dying and dead 
gods. 

Near this church is a specimen of the arroganee 
and mistaken calculation of the First Napoleon. He 
passed through this town with his army on his 
march to Russia, and caused to be erécted here a 
fountain with an inscription commemorative of the 
event, as though victory were secured to him. Ina 
few months he was forced to retrace his steps to 
Paris, humbled and defeated, and pursued by the 
Russians under General St. Priest, who on seeing 
the inscription on the fountain would not have it 
erased, but merely added a line to the effect that he 
had, as commandant of the town, seen and approved 
it. Napoleon had not calculated upon the patriotic 
and determined Russians burning their own proud 
city of Moscow to drive him to desperation and 
destroy his army. | ; 

A fine bridge crosses the Moselle having fourteen 
arches. The adjacent buildings and promenades are 
imposing and picturesque. There are also many ad- 
ditional works of interest, including more churches. 
The city is strongly fortified. The scenery up the 
Moselle, which meanders and crosses around among 
the vine-clad hills and rocks, is said to be even more 
beautiful than that of the Rhine, bát I did not feel 
that I had time to make a trip up its winding way. 

Leaving Coblentz, we passed Ehrenbreitstein, one 
of the strongest fortresses in Europe. It stands on 
a rock 390 feet above the Rhine, and was originally 
a Roman camp. Much money has been expended 
upon it in modern times to make it still more im- 
pregnable. At the summit is a platform which 
serves a8 2 parade ground, and covers cisterns, it is 
said, capable of supplying the garrison with water 
for three years. The views from this point are not 
surpassed by any on the Rhine. 

Not far above is Arenburg. Its. most attractive 
feature is its Pilgrimage church, which is indeed:a 
great curiosity. It stands in the middle of very 
prettily laid-out grounds, and is visited by pil- 
grims from all parts of the world. The exterior 
presents no remarkable appearance, but on entering, 
the visitor at once perceives that he is in a kind of 
grotto composed of tens of thousands of pieces of 
stone, glass, marble, lava, and curious minerals and 
shells, the greater part of which were brought from 
the mines at Ems. The altar is a grotto of stone- 
werk and lava. Above it on a stage, and presenting 
somewhat of a theatrical appearance, are colored 
figures representing Christ between the two thieves 
and seven saints kneeling round the cross. The 
ornaments round the altar are set in a framework of 
glass crystals, and the walls are a mass of curious 
shell work. The pulpit is composed of thousands of 
pieces of copper, silver, and lead ores. In the nave 
are ten full-length colored statues over the pillars 
aud a series of beautifully executed frescoes. An 
old chapel connected with the church is in the 
same style and with a more remarkable exterior, 
namely, a:representation of the noted Tree of Life 
and of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, with the 
victory of Christ over the dragon. There are also 


two sets, one ancient and the other modern, of the 
twelve vicissitudes Jesus met with while bearing the 
cross to Calvary, but which the four evangelists 
omitted to describe.. There are twenty-eight of 
these curious representations, and. as the ‘Visitor 
winds in and out among them he finds himself: in 
beautiful gardens, beside fantastic grottoes’ and 
dripping Wells, or else gazing on the almost’ un paral- 
leled landscape of the Rhine valley. | m 

As the journey is continued up the riverthe island 
of Oberwerth is passed ; behind it is Dr. Schuller's 
great and noted hydropathic establishment. ` Also 
Horeheim, with many fruitful vineyards. On the 
right is the castle of Stolzenfels, back of the village 
of Capellons. The castle was built in 1250, and was 
destroyed by the French in 1688. It was presented 
to the king of Prussia when he was crown prince, 
and he had it restored. In 1845 the king of Prussia 
entertained Queen Vittoria here.: On the left is 
passed the village of Oberlahnstein, and a red watch 
tower, with the castle of Lahneck finely situated in 
the background, IE 

Numerous castles and ruins we passed all the way 
up to Bingen, but I will not take the time to name 
them, Suffice it to say they are generally situated 
on the summits of the hills, or far up the sides where 
they would seem to be inaccessible, and must have 
been built under great difficulties. The getting up 
those steep acclivities with heavy rocks and other 
building materials must have been extremely labori- 
ous and difficult. I think the beauty of the scenery 
increased as we neared Bingen, but it got, to be dark 
before we reached that beautiful locality. An acci- 
dent befel one of the wheels of the steamer which 
took nearly an hour to repair, and while we were lying 
by, the peasants and urchins of the Rhine gathered 
along the bank in great numbers. ‘They were a 
ragged, primitive-looking set indeed. The two men 
from Belfast remarked that they looked much like 
the rag-tag and bobtail from the backwoods and 
fens of Ireland. uS. 

We stopped for the night at Bingen, and I cannot 
say too much of the beauty of this place, though we 
could not realize it till the following morning, when 
the full view of the vineyards on the opposite slope 
struck our vision with peculiar and pleasing effeot. 
The town is pretty, but has nothing remarkable 
about it, although the scenery in the vicinity is beauti- 
ful beyond description. any years ago I heard a 
poetical recitation on Bingen on the Rhine, and at 
the end of every stanza Bingen on the Rhine was 
repeated. I would give it to you could I remember 
it, for it is beautiful in itself, and eulogizes a most 
beautiful point on the Rhine. From Bonn to May- 
ence there are many thousands of acres of vineyards. 
I think we must have seen ten thousand acres of 
vines during that day's ride. They run up the steep 
banks of the hills where it would. seem almost 
impossible for men and women to climb, or for dirt 
enough to remain to keep a vine alive. But still on 
these steep hillsides grapes are cultivated almost 
exclusively, and perhaps nothing else will grow. In ` 
many instances, among the crags and on the tops of 
perpendicular rocks where a littleearth can be found, 
there is cultivated the vine, there the wine-making 
grapes are grown. There the poor peasants climb 
day after day to their continuous toil, and even up 
the steep hillsides women carry basketfuls of dirt on 
their heads to enable the vine to grow. Walls and 
towers are built laterally on the hillsides to prevent 
the dirt from washing down, but still it has to be 
earried back by human force as I have said. And 
it is but a pitiful living that the poor peasants make 
by the culture of the vine. They are forced to gell 
their grapes at a very low figure; they live on the 
cheapest food; and eke out a miserable existence 
indeed. This is of course not the case with all who 
cultivate the vine, but with a large share it is.’ 

We went to Mayence by rail, and passed through 
a succession of gardens where the hills. recede from 


‘the river, as they do to the width of a few miles, 


At Mayence my Irish friends parted from me and 
proceeded at once to Strasburg, while I stopped to 
look and to diverge to Weisbaden. 

I have now passed over the most celebrated por- 
tion of the Rhine, and feel competent to give an 
opinion as to its loveliness and grandeur. Poets 
have sung about it, and tourists have vied with each 
other in describing its great beauty. Thousands 
upon thousands visit it annually and doubtless will 
continue to do so for centuries to come. For centu- 
ries the vine has been cultivated here, and in centu- 
ries to come it will be the same. I do not think the 
scenery of the Rhine has been misrepresented ; its 
loveliness has not been overdrawn. It is all that 
poets and admiring tourists have said of it; but 
while all this is true, I honestly think we have 
scenery quite as grand and quite as lovely in Amer- 
ica. The Hudson has not the old castles and ruins ; 
it has not the * vine-clad hills” of the Rhine ; its 
villages are not so antique nor frequent, but its love- 
liness and grandeur are quite equal to the Rhine. 
The Palisades and the Highlands and the mountains 
of Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess, Rockland, and 
Greene counties cannot be surpassed on the Rhine ; 
and the lovely banks of the Hudson, with its thriving, 
beautiful towns, will compare favorably with the 


' head of navigation, but is of the heaviest portion. 


. inhabitants, and is the oldest-looking town I have 


' miles from the Rhine. 
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Rhine. I always enjoy the scenery on the Hudson. 
I did even in July, 1879, when l was being con- 
veyed to the prison at Albany. The reason for that 
journey was most loathsome to my feelings, but the 
scenery on the road filled me as ever with admira- 
tion. 

The Rhine is a longer river than the Hudson, but 
itis not larger and is not prettier. When it comes 
to length and size both, the Mississippi, Missouri, 
and Ohio, throw the Ehine far into the shade. And 
when it comes to grand and wild scenery, the Erie 
Railroad, the Pennsylvania Central, and the Balti- 
more and Ohio present far more than all that Europe 
can produce. 7 ; 

The trade on.the Rhine is extensive. Numerous 
steamers and barges, with some sailing craft, are 
plying back and forth well freighted with the prod- 
uce of this productive country. Mayence is not the 


Boats run üp as far as Manheim, and even higher, 
but only of a smaller size. 
Mayence, or Mainz, contains fifty-seven thousand 


seen. Its streets are very narrow and irregular, and- 
some of them do not smell as sweet as a rose. Some 
of the older houses look as though they might have 
been built in the year 1l. Many were built of rough 
stones and plastered over, some of which time has 
knocked off, showing the rough walls. The roofs of 
the houses are very steep, as in many European 
towns, and the poorer people live away up under the 
roofs, with very small windows, and of course with 
scanty light and few comforts. I have seen some of 
these high, steep roofs on buildings of considerable 
width, when there are four and five stories above 
the eves, the windows being but little larger than 
would be made for doves to goin at. 
several buildings in Strasburg yesterday with five 
stories under the roof besides the five below the roof, 
These were usually rather old buildings. Mayence 
has good buildings and some rather pretty streets, 
but they are few in number. 

The cathedral, to a man of my known piety, was 
of course about the first point to be visited. It is 
one of the oldest in the country, or at least a part 
of it is, which was built in the tenth century. It is 
of red sandstone, and its exterior presents a rather 
singuiar appearance, with the inferior buildings and 
hovels closely surrounding it and backed up snug 
against it. The market square is also on one side, 
and of course, being as fond of fruit as I am, 1 had 
to patronize the market women before I entered the 
holy place. Somehow I like to chaffer with them 


' and learn how to talk and count money. 


Many and extraordinary have been the vicissi- 
tudes which have befallen the Mayence cathedral, 
both by bombardment and conflagration. The last 


. time it was sacked and turned into a barrack by the 


forces under Napoleon. By the liberality of the 
wealthy citizens of the town the edifice has been more 
than restored. The interior is still being improved, 
and is very rich in frescoes, gilding, statues, 
and painting. It-has fifty-six columns of magnifi- 
cent proportions, and many very ancient. tombs of 
prelates, electors, archbishops, and warriors. The 
town has an elevation of 324 feet. The sacristy 
contains some tenth century chalices, but none of 
the Virgin’s underwear, nor any relics belonging to 
the Holy Ghost. Some of the chapels are finely 
decorated with statues, paintings, etc., but, I think, 
do not equal some I have seen. f 

Mayence has the honor of being the birthplace of 
Guttenberg, the father of printing, and the man who 
did more good to the world than all the popes, 
kings, and warriors who have lived for fifteen hun- 
dred years. A monument of bronze of Guttenberg 
himself is erected in Guttenburg Platz, and I gladly 
visited it and paid my respects to this great friend 
ofman. The house in which he was born is still 
standing, but I did not see it. There are several 
places and buildings in Mayence worthy of notice, 
but I have seen so much finer elsewhere that I will 
not dwell upon them. "The city is strongly fortified, 
the embankments and fortifications being easily seen 
from the cars, as well as some pleasant grounds and 
promenades. 


I crossed the Rhine on the bridge of boats to. 


Castel, and took the cars to Wiesbaden, some ten 
miles distant, in a northern direction, and a few 
It is a most beautiful town, 
and in a most beautiful country. I visited the city 
partly with the view of meeting a friend and patron 
of Tus Teura SEEKER, Mr. G. E. Hoffman, who 
had invited me to call and see him, but upon arriv- 
ing there I learned that he lived some five or six 
hours’ ride in the province of Wiesbaden, and not in 
the city, and not being in the line of my route I 
omitted my visit to him. , ; 

I had also a letter from my friend Miss Anna 
Knoop, of New York, publisher of Meslier’s “ Super- 
stition in all Ages," to her cousin, Mr. Theodore 
Knoop, of Wiesbaden. When making inquiry as to 
where to find him, the gentleman looked at mea 
little strangely and inquired, *Do you know who 
Mr. Knoop is?" I replied that I was aware he 
was a wealthy man. ‘“ Why," said he, “he 
isalmost the king of Wiesbaden, and is one 


noticed | 


of the richest men in Germany.” That did 
not frighten me, so I proceeded to his palace, 
located in the center of some ten or fifteen acres 
of most beautiful grounds, filled with choice shrub- 
bery, rare flowering and ornamental plants, and 
statuary and a handsome fountain. At the entrance 
at the lodge they showed a disinclination to let. me 
pass, but, showing my letter, they allowed me to go 
on. I found the servants in rich livery, as though 
indeed I were in the palace of & king. And many a 
king has lived in a palace not nearly so fine as this. 
The walls were of large panels of most rare 
and polished marble, banisters and railings of Italian 
marble and highly polished, polished and variegated 
marble floors, with costly and elegant frescoes on 
the ceilings, and everything in proportion. I found 
the owner of the establishment had gone out and 
that the Madame was just ready to go out, the 
coach being already in waiting. I was requested. to 
call next day, but as I did not remain till next day 
I did not call again, but left the letter. There was 
rather too much grandeur there to match with my 
humble tastes. 

Wiesbaden contains 44,000 inhabitants, is the 
most popular watering-place in Germany on account 
of its hot springs of mineral water, and is visited by 
over 100,000 persons annually, and is decidedly one 
of the prettiest cities I ever saw of its size. The 
buildings are magnificent, the streets are mainly 
wide and regular, and there is a profusion of parks, 
‘beautiful grounds, and lovely promenades. Many 
of the richer inhabitants have beautiful residences 
with large lots ranging from two acres to ten acres, 
filled with beautiful shrubbery, flowers, and statues. 
Several streets of residences of this kind seem a 
perfect Elysium. 

The Kursaal is a great point of attraction. The 
principal hall in it is 132 feet long, 60 feet wide, and 
48 feet high, and is used for concerts, etc. In a wing 
is a very large reading-room, where all the principal 
papers of the world are to be found. I found the 
New York dailies and spent an hour very pleasantly 
in getting the news from my own country. In front 
of this building are the most beautiful grounds im- 
aginable. I fear I cannot duly describe them. The 
main plot is about 500 feet by 250 feet; it has two 
splendid fountains, and great numbers of mounds 
and beds of exquisitely beautiful flowers and plants, 
arranged in most elaborate style. They excel what I 
saw at Kew Gardens, London, and what I admired 
80 much in Paris. I must give the Germans the 
palm in beautiful, exquisite, artistic, skilful,* and 
elaborate blending of flowers and delicate plants in 
out-door beds. I have never seen anything so nice, 
and I wish every one of you could see them, espe- 
cially those of you who admire beautiful flowers. 
On each side of these beautiful grounds is a long 
building, each with fifty columns in front and some 
forty stores of fancy and neat merchandise, like 
jewelry, perfumery, pocketbooks, ornaments, and 
everything neat, nice, and attractively arranged. 
The space between the stones and pillars must be 
about forty feet, giving a fine place for promenade 
in rainy weather, Each of these long edifices makes 
a bazar of the most magnificent proportions. The 
Stores are all separate, and are attended by both 
male and female clerks, , 

At the end of these grounds, opposite from the 
Kursaal, and in a public square, and also before the 
Opera House, is a statue—monument and bustin 
bronze—in honor of the great poet Schiller. I 
bowed reverently before it. 

‘In the rear of the Kursaal is the Kurgarten— 
grounds well laid off for promenades, with a foun- 
tain, the jet of which throws a stream I judge to be 
150 feet high, and a lake or reservoir of an aere or 
two in extent, on the surface of which skim light 
boats. The grounds are filled with flowering plants 
and shrubbery, with walks meandering and winding 
around. Here are also large shade trees, and under 
them thousands of chairs are placed for visitors to 
sit on and listen to the fine string and -brass bands, 
which discourse the best of music. Tables are also 
numerous, and. wine, beer, coffee, tea, with solid re- 
freshments, are dispensed according to the taste and 
pockets of the visitors. A table d'hote is furnished 
those who wish it. I think this is the German idea 
of heaven—a band of forty musicians seated under 
an ornamental balcony ; a fountain playing 150 feet 
high ; swans swimming around in the artificial lake; 
some people drinking wine, some beer, and some the 
other fluids ; some playing chess, some cards, some 
dominoes, and some other games, and all this for 
the sum of half à mark, or twelve and a half cents. 
Several hundred ladies and gentlement were present 
of very respectable appearance, and all seemed 
happy. I saw many invalids with rheumatism, 
gout, paralysis, and other diseases who came to these 
springs to be cured, and they were wheeled into this 
cheerful garden in their trundled band. carriages. 
They listened and chatted as long as they pleased, 
and then were again wheeled to their boarding- 
houses. I passed two hours here very pleasantly, 
and rested besides. . 

This was once a noted place for gambling, and 
the sports gathered here from all parts of Europe, 
but the government broke up the gambling and it 


was moved to a small island south of France in the 
Mediterranean, a small principality by itself, where 
they can do about as they please, gambling or not 
as they like. Some thought driving the gamblers 
away would ruin Wiesbaden, but it has flourished 
more since than before. 

I noticed on several houses signs like this, Bad- 
haus. Now these are not bad houses by any means. 
On the other hand, they are good houses, for they 
are bath houses, bad houses being the German 
for bathhouse. So many go there to bathe and be 
treated with the hot medicated - waters that many 
houses are necessary to accommodate all. Some 
hotels, of which there are a goodly number, and all 
very good, have their own springs, so that they can 
accommodate their guests within themselves. Oth- 
ers have springs who keep no hotels. I learn many 
cures are performed by those waters. In some of 
the springs the water is as hot as 150 degrees, which 
is about as warm as a person wishes to drink. . They 
contain in slight quantities some twenty different 
chemicals, the grincipal of which is salt. The 
waters taste somewhat salty, but not unpleasant. At 
the Kursaal I met Mr. Hagen, a lawyer from Wash- 
ington, who is there for his health. We talked pol- 
itics some, but did not quite agree. 

‘Wiesbaden has fine churches. I visited the Prot- 
estant church. It had before the preacher’s place 
four large statues of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, 
and had other appearances somewhat like the Cath- 
olic churches. They got all they have from the 
Catholics, and why not take the images also? 

The town also has a museum, but Í did not visit 
it, having pretty well satisfied myself in that direc- 
tion, besides it was not open to the public the day I 
was there. The town lies in a beautiful natural 
basin, presenting a lovely view of the fertile coun- 
try which surrounds the town. It is also but a 
short distance from the great Black Forest, into 
which interesting drives are made in pleasant 
weather. Ishalllong remember Wiesbaden as one 
of the pleasantest towns I ever visited. 

At nine in the evening I returned to Mayence, to 
be ready for the train to Heidelberg in the morning, 
via Darmstadt, which is a ride of some three hours 
or more. The country is of a lovely character, and 
the scenery is hightened by the not distant view of 
the ridge of hills belonging to the Black Forest or 
Schwarzwald, which extends in the southeastern part 
of Germany and parallel with the Rhine, some 
eighty-five miles in length, twenty-five miles in 
breadth in the northern part and forty miles in the 
southern. It is called the Black Forest from the deep 
color of its pines, which are the principal growth. 
It is comparatively the wild portion of Germany, the 
inhabitants having made far less advance in fashion- 
able civilization than other parts of Germany. They 
are said to hav changed but little in the last five 
hundred years. This romantic region is filled with 
beautiful scenery, and within the past ten or fifteen 
years has been largely visited by tourists and pleas- 
ure seekers, a great deal of interest being found 
within its borders of 290 square miles. 

This range of hills bounding the Black Forest 
country is in sight nearly the whole distance, and 
often presents the very grandest scenery, with the 
ruins of the old castles of the past on the high- 
est hills. On each side of the railroad is fine farm- 
ing country, which is used to the best advantage. 

[ro BE CONTINUED.] 


Book Notice. 


Rev. Mr. DASRWELL, THE New MINISTER at HAMPTON. 
By E, P. B. American News Company, New York. 

This neat work is a satire upon sensational preachera like 
Talmage and Fulton, and there are many preachers iu and 
aboyt New York of whom it isa faithful portrait. True 
religion commands respect, even if we deplore the folly of 
its dupes. But for the mountebankism which puts clowns 
in broadcloth instead of spangles, and places them in pul- 
pits inetead of sawdust-rings, no one can hav feelings other 
than contempt. The author of this book has made one mis- 
take, however. He makes his principal character, Mr. 
Dashwell, slide into Unitarianism, when experience shows 
that ecclesiastical clowns are more prone to be violently-or- 
tbodox than their more even-tempered brethren. The book 
is pleasantly written, and will neither strengthen nor destroy 
anybody’s orthodoxy. 


INDIVIDUAL Rieuts. By Martin Ryerson. The Authors’ 
Publishing Co., publishers, 27 Bond street, New York. 
Paper, 12mo, 25 cents. 

This is a unique and incisiv monograph on political and 
governmental economy. It treats, briefly and from a new 
standpoint, many such important topics as The Laws and 
Rights of Life, Restoring Rights to the People, Money and 
Politics, Finance and Commerce, Paper Money, Indivldusl 
and Party Rights, What Caused Prosperity and What 
Brought Ruin, etc., etc. For sale at this office. 


Personal. 

W. F, Jamieson’s engagements extend to Jan. 1st, not 
June lat, as printed in Tam TRUTH BERKER, He msy not 
visit Nebraska for December, as at first contemplated, hence 
is open for lecture engagements after Dec, 1st, Write him 
at Lake City. Minn. 
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| i ' buile -d ip tage are wrong, they shall frankly and 
: year salary, an’ come home an’ build twerty thousand dol- to marriage and parentag NEC é 

Miscellaneous, lar houses. It ain’t stealin’ to git up fairs and hav games | honestly aay so, let public opinion thunder its anathemas as 
where de chances ob winnin’ are all on de side ob dej it will, and a false, corrupt, diseased morality ory out, 

s : : church, an’ dose ob losin’ on de side ob de precious lambs | “obscene, coarse, and vulgar," if it chooses. . Truth is 
Thou Shalt Not Steal. and cultured sinners. lt ain't stealin’. "No, it's a damity, | What we want and what tbe ages will giv us if we seek it, 
| DEARLY BELUBBED BRUDDERN AN’ SisteRN: De tex, on} damn, damn sight wuss. Ican't hold out much longer on We, the “great unwashed,” are really our ae law-makers,- 
dis ’casion, am a mighty brief an’ mighty good one, no mat: | dis teme: widout gettin’ ’cited, so befo’ I gits real fightin’ | We control the elections and the choice of eae Ti 
ter whar it come from. It am simply, ‘‘Thou shalt not mad, I'l close by askin’ you to swell wid your silvery 8nd it is for us 80 to wield our influence as to unmake bad 
steal.” : í voices dat melodious stolen hymn, . . | laws and replace them with better ones as fast as we realizo 


H 1 n : : H H Y A 
. Jess peel your mind's eye 'way back, an’ den refléct if it I love to steal awhile away the wrongs that exist. See the right that is desirable. But 


didn't occur to you dat his heah tex was supposed to be What's trusted to my care, © "Ratuteslaws areJaws unchanging. | 
given by a God dat fust set de example of teft hisself. Dat, Yes, steal whate'er I can by day, Sweeping through the cosmos wide, 
Den makea great long prayer. Dealing sorrow to us erring. 


my dear chillun, am presactly what he did, cos in de fust 

portion of dat inspiration don't it say he chloroformed 

Massa Adam, an'den didn't he steal de rib bone, an’ go 
sneakin’ round de corner an’ do de only good ting he was 

ever guilty of—máke a woman? Why, bress your guileless 

hearts, of courge he did, or else de inspiration wan't a gwine 
to Bay so, 

Den nextly, bime by, he done come along an’ speak to 
Moses in de language of dis tex. An’ Mose an’ God was 
terrible good friends when dey wan’t a-fightin’, an’ Mose 
obeyed.de tex, which he wrote on an ole tombstone, "long 
with nine udders, which I tole you of in de sweet by an’ by, 
Did Mose ever steal? Who ax dat silly question? Didn’t 
God tell everyone not to ? an’ wan’t Mose de original step- 
daddy of all de ten little verses sculpted on de gravestone ? 
Him steal! Well not presactly, but his pardner Aaron 
went snookin round an' get all de old women's jewelry dat 
was any account an’ made a gold calf out of it, an’ asses 
out of de folks dat done giv the jewelry. Mose an' God 
Was up on a hill, having a high ole time, an’ God, dat knows 
everything dat happens or is a gwine to, didn’t know a 
single thing bout what Aaron was up to. 

When it was finished den God thought it was time to get 
his dander up, so Mose came rushin’ down de trail, busted 
up de gravestone book, an’ tole de children‘of Israel to slew 
one anudder, if dey wanted to bress de Lord; so I reckon 
before supper time jess about three or four thousand ole 
second-hand clothes men an’ pawnbrokers laid down an’ 
forgot to get up for breffus next mornin’, an ole Aaron goin’ 
round happy as an oyster. Dis chap was promoted boss 
engineer of de tabernacle arterwards. It’s jess a cussed 
shame de way Mose an" Aaron pull de wool ober de eyes of 
de poor Bible God. But as usual with me, Joe Cook, an’ 
udders, I digress. 

But we will bid à fond sjew to Mose an’ Aaron, an’ ekip 
over de stealin’ of David an’ Solomon aw’ all de udder ole 
partridges an’ come down to dose parts of de inspiration de 
Jews skip. 

. Once "pon a time in de powerful imaginations of Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke, and John, 1 reckon, de one-third of de 
ole Boss done hook de cawn out of a poor workingman's 
garden on a Sunday, when he should hav been in his pulpit 
teachin’ of de people not: to steal on Sunday, but wait till 
arly Monday morning, jess as de. pious cusses of to-day do. 
Annuder time dis fraction of a God done elope with a stray 
. mule, without advertizin’ it, simply because he wanted to 

put on style a ridin’ into Jerusalem ; probably kase it was 
fair day, or a circus was in town l 

Den furdermore an’ to go backly, de very idea of this 
Christ business was done stolen from a nation dat lived an 
had deir demigods in de form of Christna hundreds of 
years before dar was a Jewish Christ, or folks knew a virgin 
could hav children, Didn't de ’possels. an’ priests steal it 

openly, an’ convert de sc-called heathens’ belief into a more 
accussed an’ hideous form, in order to make mental am 
bodily slaves of de mass of deir follow-humans, bof de 
white, black, an’ red ? Didn't dey jess want to scare dem 
into supportin’ dem in deir laziness, an’ keepin up deir 
tinseled show an’ shallow fawmation ? Courss dey did. Aw 
aint dat de most aggravatin’ kind of stealin ? As it was den 
so am it to-day—with amendments. Look round an’ see de 
big, fat, oily, white-chokered followers of de Bible God, 
strainin’ every nerve to get riches. Fust comes de salary. 
Den dey want donation parties ; den de organ must be fixed, 
an’ lots of improvements must be did, an’ de money comes 
in, but de improvements only go on in de preacher's bank 
account, Den look at dat monstrous: stealin’, colleptin' 
money for missionary purposes. What a mighty good thing 
it am dat de heathens liv in a country where half a shirt am 
& winter's wardrobe, 'kase if dey ‘pended on receivin’ any 
money of de millions given for deir benefit from churches, 
an lived in a colder Climate, dar wouldn’t be a heathen on 
top of de ground—outside of his bones. De idee of de thing 
am sublimely thin, even if dey did send de money dey stole 
from deir confidin’ lambs to try an’ convert races havin’ a 
better form of religion dan any ole Jew could trump up, 
with all his shrewdness. : 

But I'se erring. De churches do gend de ‘money, kase I 
read deir missionary report de udder night—dat ig, dey send 
some to de missionaries deirselvs fer deir own grub an’ 
whisky, an’ all de rest dey send to de headens across de sea 
—on paper. No, de pastors, priests, deacons, elders, and 
gospel sharps generally don’t steal. Ob course out ob five 
hundred dar would be four hundred an’ ninety exceptions. 
Stealin’ in law, Bible law, am different from our ebery-day 
affairs. Now, if a poor weak woman takes a loaf ob bread 

‘to keep herself an’ starvin’ chillen alive for afew hours 
longer, dat’s stealin’ ; but if dat Irishman, Archbishop Pur- 
cell, takes millions from hard-working families an’ specu- 
lates wid it, an’ t rns up de wrong keerd, an’ lands dem on 
de brink ob starvation, den de poor bald-headed follower of 
Jesus is prayed for, an'.de pious howl to de pope ob Home 
to pay twenty cents on de dollar for de ole man, when dey 
ought to pay twenty cents for a rope for de ole swindler, earnestness and purity of heart we ask 1 7 

It ain't stealin’ when de Mefodis’ Book Concern busted in | tions of the Ron dcl wonón of the aa mid Gena ot 
a outrageous manner. It ain't stealin’ when Uncle Sam them that by their deeds they shall giv answer. i 


givs Indian agencies to de Mefodis’ church, an' de black- | We ask them to read, study, think al t 
Coated sharks stay out a year on a fifteen hundred dollar a! th nnd A aranga IRAN eee 
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. Sexual Intemperance.—No. 8. | 

“ No breeder of live stock would rest content with seeing 
nearly one-half of his colts, calves, lambs, etc., die before 
they were one-quarter grown, and of those which came to ma- 
turity, a large per cent diseased, misshapen monstrosities; 
and others go vicious and ugly as not only to be useless but: 
dangerous; and so sent to the pound or slaughter-house to 
keep them from mischief.”—Zoring Moody. 

Yes, it is all only too true ! Ninety-nine hundredths of 
our children are accidents, are unwished and unwelcome; 
are born under all manner of unfavorable circumstances, 
and of diseased and often vicious parents, and all because 
of sexual intemperance; because the great ms jority of the 
people think it a command of God “ to increase and multi- 
ply,” and that he sends the mouths and will supply the food 
even as he feeds the sparrows. 

The.'' great unwashed,” as well as many of the cultured, 
educated class, believe it natural, proper, and right to go 
straight ahead with sexual pleasures, so long as law and 
custom legalizes the act ; and if children come as a conse- 
quence, it is no responsibility of theirs, but they are either 
given of God or come as a matter of necessity, 

Now and then, all along through the generation of man, 
some keen-visioned thinker like Malthus, Owen, Knowlton, 
or Annie Besant sees the terrible fruits of Careless, reckless 
begetting, and of over-population, and pleads for checks 
and preventive. And others, like the Shakers, priests, and 
nung, practice celibacy, but from selfish motivs and a wrong 
groundwork of opinion. Now checks and preventivs are 
like medicin for the sick. When the disease has come the 
remedy is a necessary evil. When the limb ig irreparably 
injured the surgeon’s knife is better than that the whole 
body be sacrificed. So if men and women will not see and 
cannot see that the sexual act is only legitimate when chil- 
dren are desired (and none should desire them who are too 
much diseased morally and physically to giv them good, 
pure, strong minds, in good, vigorous, perfect, and healthy 
bodies), they must content themselves with “preventiys” 
as necessary evils. For it is far better to prevent births—to 
use scientific checks—than for poor people to burden them- 
selvs with large families which they find.it impossible to rear 
in comfort or even in common decency, Many 8 father and 
mother hav spent all the -best years of their prime in strug- 
gling for the barest means of existence for themselvs and 
eight or ten helpless little ones, They are physically 
exhausted and hav no time or inclination to read, study, or 
think of anything but how to liv and provide for pressing 
and imperativ wants, They cannot teach the children the 
moralities, the virtues, and. the beauties of a true life, nor 
giv them the joys, pleasures, brightness, and sweetnesses 
that should always be the birthright of the young. No 
person who has not the means to provide comfortably for a 
child and giv it & chance for happiness, morality, and 
goodness has a legitimate right to beget one, and much 
more to create from ten to a dozen of them, Dr. Knowl- 
ton says, ‘‘Owing to his ignorance a man may not be able to 
gratify a desire without causing misery, therefore it would 
be wrong for him to do it, but with knowledge of means to 
prevent this misery, he may so gratify it that more pleasure 
than pain will be the result of the act, in which case the 
act, to say the least, is justifiable.” He also says, ‘It is ag 
much the duty of the physician to inform mankind of the 
means to prevent the evils that are liable to arise from grati- 
fying the productiv instinct as it isto inform them how to’ 
keep clear of the gout or dyspepsia,” 

Now while the believer in sexual continence and’ purity 
feels these checks to be the only truly natural and legitimate 
ones, he also realizes that mankind has become so diseased 
through long ages of intemperance, lust, and passion that 
his desires are slmost beyond his control, and he will risk 
all possible consequences rather than exercise that restraint 
and self-abnegation which are rendered imperstiv by his un- 
fortunate inheritance of transmitted sexual passion and that 
which personal indulgence has also fastened upon him, 8o, 
as‘ medicin for these unhealthful abnormal Conditions, arti- 
ficial checks and preventivs to Conception are desirable 
and are the great demand of the age. "Those who are 
morally and physically strong and well need no drugs. 
The natural checks of self-control, temperance, and conti- 
nence are sufficient for them, but for the diseased we ask for 
help. We plead for the right to search out a scientific 
healthful preventiv of conception, and the right to make it 
known to all and free to all. We ask that its use shall be 
lawful and legitimate and without let or hindrance. And 
shall & government that legalizes millions of abortions pro- 
duced by lawful sexual intemperance after conception, and 
makes it no crime. to bring into existence idiots, lunatics, 
lepers, and other ‘* diseased, misshapen monstrosities,” do 
aught to hinder in this enlightened age the use of simple, . 
harmless preventivs? Is there any reason in permitting 
the gardener to sow his seed and then forbidding him from 
‘Weeding out the surplus while it is yetin embryo ? In all 


Bliss if we these laws abide.” ` 
Snowville, Va. '" `. ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
[From the New York Times.) 
Churches and Taxation. 


A writer in the current number of the Norih American 
Review discusses the much mooted question of exempting 
the property of churches from taxation, taking as his start- 
ing point the action of Congress in regard to the matter in 
the District of Columbia. The general tax law for the dis- 
trict in 1874 made no express exemption, nor did it in 
terms repeal the exemption which previously existed. "The 
Commissioners proceeded to assess the property of churches, 
and where the taxes were not paid, which was generally the 
case, it was advertised aud sold, being bought in by the 
Commissioners in the name of the district. A committee 
took up the contest on behalf of the churches, and carried it 
before Congress, and at the last session an aet was passed 
by a unanimous vote of both houses relieving the churches 
from the tax and restoring to them the titles to their houses 
of worship which had been sold. With the assent of the 
committee, the exemption now extends “only to church 
buildings in actual use for purposes of worship only, 
together with the ground on which they stand.” All other 
property belonging to them and not thus used is subject to 
taxation. This is taken by the writer in the Review as. 
establishing the right principle, with the sanction of the 
highest legislativ authority in the country. Whatever 
weight this sanction may havasa matter of precedent or 
example, it does not, of course, affect the right of any state 
to deal with the question according to the ideas of its own 
people as to the considerations of justice and expedieney in. 
volved. ; : 

The author of the article referred to, taking the moderate 
ground that only property occupied and used for purposes 
of worship should enjoy the exemption, proceeds to defend 
it with a variety of arguments, the chief of which is the 
familiar one that the work of religious societies is a benefit 
to the public, and, while they are paid nothing by the state 
for its support, they should not be required to pay a tax on 
the appliances for carrying it on. Without touching upon 
the general question of expediency, we may be allowed to 
point out the weakness of some of his reasoning. He 
admits the soundness of the principle that the state should 
hav nothing directly to do with maintaining the church or 
promoting institutions of worship as such. In short, com- 
plete separation of church and state is a sound political doc- 
rin. Then he remarks on the exemption from taxation of 
charitable and educational institutions, and claims that the 
church is engaged in the same general work and should 
enjoy the same privilege for like reasons. Here is an evi- 
dent confusion of the whole subject, It is universally con- 
ceded in this country to be the duty of the state to make 
provision for the support of the needy and helpless among 
its people, and for the education of the young within certain 
limits, in 80 far as this is not done by private means. If 
this is a work properly to be performed at the. public 
expense, then does it follow logically that if any part of it 
which wouid otherwise devolve’ upon the state is done by 
private benevolent associations, the property- necessary for 
carrying it on should at least be free from public charges, 
There is here a logical sequence which is entirely wanting 
in the plea put forth in behalf of churches. They are pri- 
marily for worship and for the prómotion of the particular 
religious faith and opinions of those who build and main- 
tain them, and it is admitted not to be in ‘any sense the 
business of the state to fulfil those objects. Hence this 
argument appears to us to break down utterly. . It does not, 
therefore, follow that the good to the community which 
results from the work of religious bodies is not a sufficient 
ground for the exemption claimed. That is the Very ques- 
|tion in dispute, and it certainly is not settled by arguing 
from an analogy with charitable and educational institu- 
tions, which does not exist, so far as relation to the state is 
concerned. à 

Against the argument based on beneficial effects upon the 
community at large is to be set that of the opponents of 
exemption, who claim that the primary object of the 
churches is worship and the probagation of certain forma of 
belief, and, so far as they are relieved from taxation, the 
burden is increased upon the property of those who take no . 
part in the worship and do not share in the belief. In other 
words, the community is, in effect, taxed for the support of 
the church, and to that extent it is an institution favored 
and maintained at the expense of the state, which is incon- 
sistent with the doctrin of an absolute separation of inter- 
ests. But, after all, this question is for us a somewhat re- 
mote one, When it is reached it will be decided according 
to the views of policy and expediency which may then pre- 
vail. There is no doubt that the state has the right to tax 
or. to exempt from taxation any class of property according 
as it may be deemed for the general interest and well-being 
to doso. But in this state we might as well get to the ditch 
before we attempt to jump over it. Churches and religiou 
associations own vast amounts of property free from taxa- 
tion which is not actually used “for purposes of ‘worship 


inge, and when convinced that our present laws relating only.” When the line of exemption is drawn a little more 
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closely about hovsës of worship and “the ground on which 


_they stand," it will be time to consider whether it shall be 


obliterated altogether. Not only are we exempting prop- 
erty belonging. to churches which is not used for purposes 
of worship and is not at all necessary to that benefit to the 
community which is alleged as a reason for exemption, but 
we are paying considerable sums directly to at least one 
church for the support of its charities and its educational | 
work with which its religious teacbing is always intimately 
associated, Last year this city appropriated $935,000 for 
the benefit of certain asylums, reformatories, and charitable 
institutions, and $471,152, or considerably more than half 
the sum, was given to two Roman Catholic institutions, 
which also hold large amounts of property exempt from 
taxation. 


taxing churches when we cease to exempt church property 
not used for worship and to devote the proceeds of taxes to 
the uses ofa church. 

: tt 


Superstition. 


. To raz EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: As this 
seems peculiarly an age for the analyzation of first princi- 
ples, you willexcuse me for troubling you with these few 
.lines on the above subject. It is one boldly denounced 
in the wholesale, and its influence js universally contemned 
by our most astute and would-be-thought logical minds, 
and also by those who are great sticklers for science, without 


pausing, it almost seems, in their speaking on the topic so 
contemptuously, ¢o understand its true basis. 

I take the position that the love or expectation of immor- 
tality is an innate quality of our being, and that annihilation 
is an artificial outgrowth even in logical minde, arising from 
a settled disgust at the bold, arrogant, impudent, tyrannical, 
yea, and shameless, assumptions of priestcraft, at which I 
am not surprised. 

To the enlightened thinker all religious observances evi- 
dently hav the same basic promptings, whether manifested 
as in fetichism, the barbaric sun-worship, the worship of 
‘hideous wooden or stone idols asin Chinese pagodas, or as in 
our numerous costly and elaborate towering, architectural 
Episcopal or Catholic cathedrals. throughout what is called 
the Christian civilized world. All are based upon the 
same innate promptings. Thinkers, of course, sre left to 
conjecture as to the earliest, condition of primitiv man, but 
they are forced to conclude that he, like everything in nature, 
is the product of evolution from something lower than his 
present condition, Without going into the far remote they 


.Observe that in his crude state the animal or physical ele- 


ment of his being must hav predominated, but that it was 
in subjection to- the primary stimulants, hope, love of power, 
fear, the affections, vindictivness, etc., etc., but that the 
controling animus of.a!l his efforts was, as now, anticipation, 
ever-present, ever-impelling hope ; a desire to delve into and 
control the events of the future. The thinker notices these 
facts, marks their results, and notes their application. 
The existence ofthe element of hope, the thinker observes, is 
hence universal, innate, and irrepressible. He invariably 
observes that this universal animus, although of necessity 
different in the barbarian as to its object, yet in force and 
strength of propulsion is the same as in the most cultivated 
civilian. 

Proceeding onward, the thinker observes that the same 
operations and contentious conditions of the atmospheric 
and invisible elements of nature must hav existed in that 
early period as now. The barbarian was exposed to sudden 
tempests, lightning, and thunder, fearful earthquakes, un- 
expected gales, hurricanes, pestilences, drouths, consuming 
firee, and deluging floods, all which effects must hav pro- 
duced a terrorizing dread of invisible and unseen influences 
upon his untutored mind. These invisible and atmospheric 
antagonisms must unavoidably hav increased his credulous 
sensibilities, which in turn would hav rendered him sn easy 
victim to any fanciful conception in himselt or others. The 
barbarian would observe that many. unaccountable and unex- 
pected events did occasionally occur to defeat his most 
mature plans and overturn his most secret enterprises, 
Strange coincidences would at times transpire, and hence 
how natural in the savage in his ignorance he should suspect 
until suspicion became a belief in the interference of malign 
or protectiv invisible agencies which his excited imagina- 
tion could mold into any form and these forms made to 
possess any number of attributes as angels, fends, or gods. 
Yea, these strange, unexpected, and direful events would, 


` and probably did, occur ages before the inspired poet Burns 


gave expression to the idea that ‘‘the best laid schemes o' 
mice and men gang aft a-gley.” The barbarian being 
forced to notice those unaccountable occurences in nature, 
how can the thinker avoid perceiving that it wouid 
take but little effort of the imagination to understand that 
cunning, artful, crafty men should be found among them 
who could and did, more or less successfully, take advan- 
tage of this natural and universal feeling of dread, doubt, 
and hope in relation to invisible influences, on which foun- 
dation hav arisen the innumerabie gaudy manifestations of 
priestcraft, 

There are other natural .emotions which strongly enforce 
the spontaneous belief in a future, better or malign, invisi- 
ble state of existence, which even the cold, chilling exacti- 
tude of what passes for science has never been able to ani- 
malize or demolish—the grand storehouse of memory. 

Humanity, as a whole, cannot so far brutalize itself, so 
far destroy the affections or suffocate itself by the fumes of 
the scientist’s crucible, as to render itself insensible to the 
ever-spontaneous hope that when we part at death with 


Hence the thinker must conclude, that whatever may be 
the grotesqueness, the absurdity, the fanaticism, the archi- 
tectural elegance, servility, or degradation of any religious 
organization, costly or humble, whether St. Peter’s at Rome 
or St. Paul's in London, all such directions of religious 
thought are but so many evidences of man’s innate belief in 
immortality. 

The philanthropist is rejoiced to witness the onward 
march of Liberalism and the disinthralment of the human 
mind from the degrading influence of superstition, fanatical 
or cultivated, asa proud, arrogant priestly ecience. Still 
he cannot hold that Liberal a humanitarian or a phjlosopher 


‘who, with the world’s opportunity of knowing better, of 
_ teaching the happiness of annihilation, of eternal sleep after 
Considering the thoroughness with which Roman . 
Catholics make all their charitable institutions places for ` 
worship and the propagation of their faith, this money is 
practically given to their church. It will be time to talk of, 


death, leaves the overburdened heart of his fellow-mortal 
no alternativ but blank, despairing self-destruction, of which 
New York city alone furnishes her annual quota of from 
four to eighteen hundred hopeless suicides. 


Davip BRUCE. 
—————— Sanne 


Liberal League Notes from Illinois. 


I hav to report amounts received to assist me in the 
League work during the month of September, as follows: 
Received of W. W. Hall, for St. Johns League, $1 60; Mrs. 
Olive 8. Hubbard, 50 cents; William Martin Bronson, 50 
cents; B. Kelting, 50 cents; A. L. Rawson, $5; G. S. Bald. 
win, $1; William H. Crapser, 50 cents. Total, $9 60. 

I hav traveled nearly three hundred miles, and taken ap- 
Plications for two auxiliary Leagues, one at Streator and 
one at Sandwich, Ill. I am now on my way toward the 
central and southern part of the state. 
` Those wishing to extend a helping hand toward carrying 
on the Liberal League movement in Illinois may continue to 
address me at Rockford, Illinois, and my correspondence 
will be forwarded to me, 

I find a great lack of knowledge amongst the professed 
Freethinkers wherever I go in regard to what the National 
Liberal League movement means. ‘There is but a very 
small proportion of the professed Liberals of this section of 
country who take any Liberal papers, and it is next to an 
impossibility to persuade them to subscribe for a Liberal 
paper, yet nearly every one takes a daily or two or three 
weekly papers which represent their peculiar political 
hobby. Fhope this state' of things will change after the 
November election is over, and Liberals and Freethinkers 
will hav time to reflect and learn where their most impor- 
tant interestslie, and where our most bitter and unrelent- 
ing enemy as Freethiakers is to be found. 

I want to say to the Liberals and Freethinkers of this 
country that our liberties are not so much in danger from 
the success or failure of either of the existing political par- 
ties as they arefrom the Young Men's Christian Association, 
the Comstock Suppression (or, perhaps, more properly, the 
Greene-Street Assignation) Society, and other kindred soci. 
eties, backed by the whole Christian church, which stands 
ready the very moment any particular party comes into 
power to urge them on to do its bidding in its efforts to sup- 
press free thought, free speech, free press, and unreligious. 
ly-restricted mail facilities. 

My Liberal friends in Illinois, please let me hear from 
you. Iam extremely anxious to effect a thorough organi. 
zation of the National League movement in this state, and 
to that end I wish to organize a state executiv sub-commit- 
tee, in accordance with article eleven of the Constitution of 
the National Liberal League. Please send me the names of 
persons suitable for this committee, and also for local 
agents in every county and town. Address me. until other- 
wise advised, F. F. FOLLET, 


Rockford, ‘T l., P. O. Box 203. Ch. Ex. Sub-Com., Ill. 


LFrom New York Truth.) 
Infidelity and Vice. 


We copy the following from the Baptist Weekly, a repre- 
sentativ of a large denomination of Christians, published at 
New York: 


The Liberal League, in a meeting &t Ohicago Saturday 
night, passed resolutions favoring the &brogation of the 
laws against the transmission of obscene literature through 
the mails. Colonel Ingersoll having vainly opposed the 
movement, resigned his membership in the body. After 
all, it seems there are depths to which some Infidels are not 
prepared to make a descent. 

This is exceedingly unfair, It is unfair in stating, with- 
out the qualification necessary to express the truth, that the 
Liberal League passed resolutions favoring the abrogation 
of the laws against the transmission of obscene literature 
through the maiis; and it is unfair in making the implica- 
tion that Infidels hava propensity for diving into the depths 
of immorality, 

We can understand that the falsity of the first statement 
is due to the maliciously garbled reports which came over 
the wires from Chicago; but the slur at Infidelity is due to 
the religious sentiment which assumes tbat a man must sink 
into wickedness, obscenity, and vice unless he believes, or 
pretends to believe, that on an exceptional occasion a man 
was born of a virgin, and that that man was God himself. 

The League passed no such resolutions. They did, how- 
ever, pass resolutions favoring the abrogation of the laws of 
Congress forbidding the transmission of obscene literature 
through the mails, and also those forbidding the use of the 
mails to circulate publications in aid of fraudulent enter- 
prises. It does not follow, though, that they intended to 
giv countenance to either obscenity or fraud. They ex- 
pressly condemned obscenity and the loathesome creatures 
who publish it, but they see in these Congressional laws an 
entering wedge to circumscribe the usefulness of the mails 
and trammel a free press. It is notorious that these very 


some once-loved relativ admired and cherished friend, we | laws hav been appealed to, though thus far unsuccessfully, 
may again rejoin them in the vast *' undiscovered country,” | to suppress a lower order of Freethought literature, on | the 


pretense that it is indecent: and it is not improbable, if the 
right of Congress to place a censorship over the mails is 
once acknowledged, that laws will be put into operation % 
exclude Infidel literature of all grades. It is a dangerou 
power, and neither the League nor Truth are the first to so 
denounce it. Henry Cle} pronounced it a dangerous power 
from his place in the Senate when John C. Calhoun. at- 
tempted to induce Congress to exercise it in reference to the 
circulation of anti-slavery documents. The effect then was 
to call it into action for the benefit of the slave power; and 
its exercise now is not so much in the interest of morality as 
in that of the church power. 

It is the insidious beginning of the movement to unite 
church and state, and as such the Liberal League denounced 
it. They areas much in favor of purifying public morals 
by laws, or if laws won't reach the disease, by a rising of 
the people, as the church is. And they are much more dis- 
interested than the church, But there are laws, state laws, 
which reach the evil and which it is the duty of public 
prosecutors to enforce. These laws make it a crime to mail 
an obscene publication as well as to circulate it in any other 
way, and in their enforcement legitimate mail matter is not 
subjected to a dangerous and unlawful espionage as it is now 
under the Congressional laws and the system of decoy and 
detection to which they hav given rise. 

-The circulation of obscene literature, like fraud and other 
social offenses, is a matter for police regulation, and its 
suppression belongs solely to the state. Unless we intend 
to make an empire of the United States, any invasion of the 
powers reserved to the states, no matter how commendable 
from a moral point of view, is dangerous to the republic. 

This is the position of the Liberal League, and an attempt 
to identify its members, many of whom are among the 
purest men and women in the community, with tke vile 
beings who liv by pandering to a morbid and most degrading 
taste is a libel which our weekly contemporary owes it to 
its own reputation for fairness to withdraw. 


Explaining Elmina’s Error. 


Her startling statement respecting the mortality of 
mothers in a recent issue of THE TRUTH SERKER—in which 
she refers to mortuary reports cited in the September num- 
ber of the Phystologist—~betrays very reckless reading of the 
referred-to excellent article by the '' associate editor." 

Bir James Simpson states in his address to the Social Sci- 
ence Congress at Belfast—on the strength of statistics pub- 
lished by Dr. Barnes—that out of 4,000 confined in the chief 
maternity hospitals of London 142 died, or 1 in every 28. 
Reference was also made to the registers of a St. Peters- 
burg bospital, which gave even worse death-rates than any 
in London. But as we may reasonably suspect that puer- 
peral fever had something to do with these, hospital statis- 
tics, their value is accordingly lestened as authority in fixing 
& general average. 

From data by Dr. Farr, it appears that in England the 
average mortality is 1 in 188, Dr. Stark estimates the risk 
of motherhood as expressed by one in 150. That seems to 
bea fair average applied to married women under the age 
of thirty. The birth of first children explains the risk run 
by women under that age. Under the age of twenty, ten 
married women die for every seven unmarried. 

Dr, Foote cannot imagin where I got my figures for such 
an astonishing statement ae Elmina attributes to me. Of 
course nof, as they only hold true of the London hospitale. 
But Dr. Leon Le Fort found upon official investigation that 
out of 888,512 parturient women in maternity hospitals, 
where every kind of comfort and professional care was be- 
stowed upon them, 90,894 died, or 1 to every 29. As a 
guide in giving my data upon this subject, I hav relied upon 
the carefully-compiled statistics of Dr. Matthews Duncan, 
who is uniVersally accepted as an author of uncommon 
acuteness and accuracy. 

Elmina should: hav said 1 in every 150 instead of 1 in 
every 28. 8. H. Preston. 

209 West 34th st., New York. 


Queer, Very. 

To THE EpbrTOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: It is 
astounding how men can write and talk about the Republi- 
can and Democratic parties. One would suppose they are 
thinking that ’tis the name alone makes the party, The 
least reflection ought to convince us that these two parties 
to-day hav not one thing in common with the parties that 
went by these names in 1861-5. Then the sole principle of 
the Republican was ‘‘ Non-extension of slavery and ultra 
state rights.” See its platform then. And the sole doctrins 
of the Democratic parties—there were two—were, of the one, 
* Territories open to slavery,” and of the other, *' Squatter 
sovereignty." Any additions to the platforms were mere 
excuses to fill space. Fully one-half the voters of all the 
parties then hav gone to the “narrow house and long 
home,” their places taken by those who were then infants, 
And the very leaders of the Republican and Democratic 
parties hav changed sides. Butler, Logan, and fifty others 
Icould name, who then were ultra-Democrats are or hav 
since been Republicans. Greeley, Sumner, Juliau, Brown, 
Blair, Trumbull, and fifty more leaders, Republicans, hav - 
become Democrats. There ig not one single dogma, doc- 
trin, or plank advanced by any party to-day that had exist- 
ence then. How, then, with leaders transposed, followers 
dead or mixed indiscriminately, and principles lost or for- 
gotten, can men talk such nonsense about parties. The 
writer of this was au Abolitionist, open and avowed, though 
a Citizen of a slave state, yet he has for four years voted to 
hav a change, and prefers Hancock to Garfield. . : 


Ex-ABOLITIONIET, 
—————— i .,9— —— — — 


ALL skill ought to be exerted for universal good ; every 
man has owed much to others and ought to repay the kind- 
ness that he has received. 


* 


nation. 
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Another Liberal Sneezes when Ingersoll takes 
Snuff. 


To tum Eprrox or Tar TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: It was with 
profound regret that Ilenrned,of the ection of the Liberal 
League in passing à resolution that forced Mr: Ingersoll, H. 
L. Green, and others to resign, Since then I hav carefully 
tried to understand both sides of the dispute. In reading 
the newspaper report i ssid, Both are right. I was deeply: 
impressed with the genuin sincerity of the two leaders. 
Mr. Ingersoll’s speech was grand and wise, Mr. "Wakeman's 
noble and logical. Some of the sentences in both hav in 
them moral courage and purpose enough to start a crusade. 
Tf these speeches had been made in the interest of any other 
subject, tbe nation would hav rung with their praise. ‘There 
are sentences in both that 4leserve to be printed in letters of 
gold, and hung as mottoes in every Liberal home. Still 
there are two sides to this question. Human life is a very 
complicated problem. It is a sphinx, who destroys many 
before the wise Edipus solves the enigma. 

Conduct, instead of being & choice between a right and a 
wrong, is sometimes a choice between two wrongs ; and 
sometimes one right antagonizes another right. It is just 
here where the trouble begins in this case. Mr. Wakeman 
had one right and Mr. Ingersoll another. Mr. Wakeman, 
in seeing wrong on.one side, seems to hav concluded that 
right must of necessity be on the other. Mr. Wakeman is 
a master logician, but Mr. Ingersoll is something more, for 
his instincts lead him better than logic. Mr. Wakeman is 
the student, and can solve the whole universe in his closet, 
but Mr. Ingersoll is the man of the world, who is 80 filled 
with the genius of the people that his very impulses are 
worth more than Mr. Wakeman ’scarefully-thought out con- 
victions. 

This question is not one of who isright and who is wrong. 
Mr. Wakeman was doubtless as true to himself as Mr. In- 
gersoll, but Mr. Ingersoll's self is a more serviceable com- 
modity in the great work both and all hav so much at heart. 
The majority voted with Mr. Wakeman because they are 
truth seekers par excellence. They are going to reform the 
world with logic ; but the world, like a stubborn child to 
the whip, won’t be reformed that way. Heads before hearts, 
but the heart must not be forgotten in the reckoning. Mr. 
Wakeman was right logically, but Mr. Ingersoll was right 
practically, which is better. He may deserve no more 
praise than Mr. Wakeman, but in casting up the account I 
hav to decide with him. 

I don’t profess to understand the political phase of this 
question. I hav been too busy solving other problems to 
think much of this one, It is perhaps the most profound 
question this country has to settle, It was the question on 
which the war was fought. It is the question that underlies 
the present great political struggle. It is a terrible ugly 
rock in the shining river of progress, on which this republic 
may yet be split all to pieces. It was too great a question 
to settle in a three-days’ convention. It may be to the 
honor of Mr. Wakeman and those that voted with him that 
they were so stanch and trouble-defying in their .convic- 
tions, but this very strength and nobility forced upon others 
the alternativ of withdrawing. 

I hav just learned that it ia the purpose to organize a new 
League. Now I believe that Mr. Ingersoll is the greatest 
man of this age. Ilook to him as a leader. So long as I 
can be true to myself and do so I mean to follow and labor 
with him. I would not antagonize for one moment the 
present League. So far as I can I wish to labor with it. 
But I hav given my name to the call for the new League, 
and 80, to be consistent, I herewith resign my vice-presi- 
dency in the present one. I do this after due and honest 

deliberation. 

I hav been so generously welcomed by all the Liberals 
and hav found them so good and true that I would endure 
any sacrifice before casting a single reproach upon them, 
But Liberalism is not bondage. Happily it does not force 
us to unity, like orthodoxy, through fear of hell or malicious 
slander. It permiis everyone to be true to himself without 
condemnation, or breach of trust or friendship. In mutual 
honor let us work together along the different paths that we 
hav chosen to accomplish the same end—the salvation and 
secularization of this government for the people and by the 
people. Let us all remember that true Liberalism is a grace 
and beauty of life; a breadth of affection that cannot be de- 
fined; a spirit of justice that is larger than all laws; a trans- 
parency of sincerity that glorifies its possessor in its pure 
and perfect naturalness, and that it is part of our work in’ 
ihe spirit and conduct of our lives to make the world see 
this in.spite of fear and prejudice. Yours always, 

GEORGE CHAINEY. 
————  *.99— —— — — — 


The Order of his Going. 


The communication from Mr. Chainey, published in 
this column, was sent by messenger to Tug TRUTH 
SgEKER office early Monday morning, Oct. 11th, with an 
urgent request that it be published that week. He gave no 
name to his essay, but it seems to be meant as both an accep- 
tance and 8 resignation. In its latter quality it was not sent 
to the secretary of the League, nor to any cfficlal member of 
it; and to this day they do not know officially of his resig- 
But for the courtesy of the editor of Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER they would not hav known it till it was at his con- 
venience to publish the document, If ‘‘ true Liberalism is a 
grace and beauty of life,” a true Liberal would hav observed 
the “grace and beauty"and propriety of sending to the offi- 
vers of the League a form of resignation upon which they 
could act. 

Still further, Mr. Chainey’s resignation, suoh as it is, can- 
not be accepted without stating some related fasts. His 
statement would not perhaps hav been objectionable in form 
jt it had been made twenty or even ten days sooner, but the 


events and affiliations of those ten days make all the differ- 


ence in the world, Since the great debate at Chicago Mr. 
Chainey had been meeting and conferring frequently with 
Mr. Wakeman and other Liberals in New York, also lectur- 
ing before the Leagues at Paterson, Port Jervis, and I think 
Other pleces in this vicinity. It was understood that he 
accepted the decision of the Congress at Chicago on the 
great questions debated there. A movement had been set on 
fout—a preliminary meeting held and a committee appointed 
—by the combined Liberal societies of this city to gather & 
permanent congregation and employ Mr, Chainey to speak 
‘every ‘Sunday. It was believed that he might to some 
degree take the place of Mr. Frothingham, and the old ir1s- 
tees of his church were being interviewed for that purpose. 

Mr. Wakeman specially interested himself in this project 
and used his influence with the ‘‘Liberal Club" and the 
* Society of Humanity " to promote it. 

All this was going on for two days after Mr. Chainey had 
abandoned the field and departed for Washington; and the 
committee, composed of busy men, spent valuable time for 
two days without any notice from him of change of inten- 
tion, and before hearing of it incidentally by one of the 
members dropping in at Taz TRUTH SEEKER office. Mr. 
Wakeman, to whom of all men, in view of their relations, 
some notice should hav been gent, did not hear of it till late 
Wednesday afternoon. It occurs to him and the other pro- 
moters of this movement, that ‘‘a transparency of sincerity 
that glorifies its possessor” should hav prompted better 
treatment of a committee at work for a project in which he 
was such a vital center and they.so deeply interested. 

When men hav been pursuing a given, straightforward, 
consistent course of action, and all the omens foretoken that 
they will continue on in the same course; and then suddenly 
they deflect or altogether turn baek on their tracks; their 
compeers and colleagues will inevitably look for the cause 
of disturbance and reversal of movement. Is it in any way 
singular, or merely coincidental, that these two men, Green 
and Chainey, each contriving that a conspicuous scene and 
tableau shall be wrought up and then resigning in the halo 
of it, are the very ones who are,the beneficiaries in the 
great lecturer's bounty—$122 for each of them at Hornells- 
ville and encouraging outlooks for more in the future. Mr, 
Chainey says, ** Conduct, instead of being a choiee between 
aright and a wrong, is sometimes a choice between two 
wrongs.” But here is another truism, Conduct is sometimes 
a choice between a right and a wrong, plus the almighty 
dollar. What, then, becomes of the right, unless the 
temptation is sternly resisted and the right deliberately 
chosen ? 

The honest, ‘independent judgment of liberal thinking 
men we honor and respect, and giv due heed to it in shap- 
ing a course of action; but the moment a judgment is 
tinged with the expectation of place, or profit, or self. 
advancement of any kind, it becomes a delusion and a 
snare, The dice are then loaded, the play becomes unfair, 
and must.soon end from its own greed. People who study 
attitudes and pose in theatrical situations for the purpose of 
throwing odium upon acknowledged ‘‘ truth seekers par ez- 
cellence” shall be made to know that they only ‘split the 
ears of the groundlings;" while the judicious critic, **whose 
judgment outweighs a whole theater of others,” takes them 
for what they are and is not deceived, 

The salaried squire has no other function but to support 
and swear by his knight. He is, of course, to his hired 
henchman ‘‘ the greatest man of this age.” 

Mr. Chainey says, ‘‘Mr. Wakeman is thé student, and can 
solve the whole universe in his closet ; but Mr. Ingersoll is 
the man of the world," etc. Never was there ever a 
greater misestimate of two men. Wakeman is a lawyer as 
Col. Ingersoll is. Wakeman is a student in his closet 
indeed, but he goes out daily with his ''solutions of the 
universe" and applies them in practical life. He is in the 
Constant practice of his profession, appearing in the courts 
of this great capital—capital not alone of this Republic but 
of the western hemisphere—meeting men, contending with 
them and judging of them everywhere. How then is he 
any the worse for being à student, and how is he any the 
less ** a man of the world" than Col. Ingersoll—if that ig 
the dominant virtue that makes a man great? The fact ig 
Wakeman is every whit as much at home on the platform, 
and in the forum of debate, as ever Col. Ingersoll was; as 
“ the greatest man af this age ” found out to his cost at Chi- 
cago. This will do for one specimen of Mr. Chainey’s 
judgment of men. 


The Vice-Presidency of Mr. Chainey in the League was |: 


the work of Mr. Green. As Chairman of the Committee on 
Nominations at Chicago Green placed him there. In resign- 
ing he only returns to his own. Mr. Chainey has too 
recently escaped from a Christian pulpit to be altogether off 
his sea legs, and these staggers and vacillations may be set 
down to the inevitable obliquities there contracted. Poor 
Abbot suffered long from the same trouble which seenis in- 
separable from pulpit ministrations, 

When the adherents of the platform adopted at Chicago, 
or any of them, are‘ found abandoning their colleagues 
without notice, or issuing a ‘‘ confidential circular " instead 
of appealing openly to free and independent Liberals, or 
crooking the pregnant hinges of the knee where thrift may 


follow fawning, or hiring adherents with money instead of. 


attracting them by the merits of their cause, or geing into 
a convention to obstruct its proceedings in order to force & 
policy which the delegates would not adopt on their judg- 
ment, then you may lecture us and ask us to ‘remember that 
true Liberalism is à grace and beauty of life; a breadth of 
affection that cannot be defined ; a spirit of justice that is 
larger than all laws; a transparency of sincerity that glori- 
fies its possessor in its pyre and perfect naturalness, and 
that it is part of our work in the spirit and conduct of our 
lives to make the world see this in spite of fear and preju- 
dice,” As the years roll on we will submit to a candid 


world the arbitrament as to who best livs up to this 
standard of. Liberalism. And look fyou to it, “ good 
my brother, do not as some ungracious pastors do, show 
me the steep and thorny way to heaven, Whilst him- 
self the primrose path of dalliance treads and recks not his 
own rede.” 

Liberalism does not require its devotees to subsit : to. con- 
tumely, confidential slander, purchased judgments, nor pre- 
tended alliances to get opportunity to resign and strike & 
more deadly blow; and we will not submit without return- 
ing blow for blow. When these proceedings stop we will 
stop. Enemies in war, in peace we will be friends. Thege 
are hard sayings, but it is due to the Liberals of this coun- 
try who are pouring out their sympathies and theif money 
to defend oue after another of their imprisoned editors, that 
they, the Liberals, should know the motivs where one side 
takes the part of Comstock and publishes poetic, eloquent, 
innocent-looking resignations that don’t after all resign. 

Our cause has not the luxuries of the Grand Pacific nor 
the richness of the Comstock lode, nor the splendors of 
illustrious fame to offer for the enlistment of recruits. No; 
our standard is rather that of Garibaldi, who lured his de- 
‘voted followers by the seductiv proclamation of black bread 
and hard tack tor rations, the damp earth and blue sky for 
bed and covering, and fatigue, wounds, and death for final 
reward; and the volunteers from young Italy flocked to him 
by thousands on these terms. Of such is the kingdom of a 
patriot’s heaven. 

When I rolled out of Chicago after the Congress was over 
I left E. C. Walker and his brave little wife standing in the 
depot waiting to take the caboose of a cheap freight train 
to some near-by station, uncertain where, in order to com- 
mence selling Liberal books from town*to town to pay their 
expenses home. It was a cheerless situation, which made 
me shrink, and I felt ashamed of my own comfortable ex- 
press train, sleeping-car appointments, and ticket through 
to the door of my own little ones, 

And there is another devoted worker, F. F. Follet, of 
Rockford, Illinois, who writes me that he, too, received 
Mr. Green's seductiv ''confidential circular." He also 
travels from town to town selling books, making the most 
precarious living, but perfectly satisfied if he can, once in a 
while, induce a few citizens to‘organize a League. 

Now here they are—a quartette of them—-Chainey and 
Green, Walker and Follet. Down in the heart of hearts of 
all noble men and women, and in the estimation of all true 
heroes, which of them twain do the will of the Fathers of 
this republic? By devotions of the sacrificing kind hav 
good causes, all the way from the oldest time, been built 
up; and by these signs we, too, shall conquer. 

In principle, the ''lines at parting,” written by Hosea 
Bigelow, thirty-five years ago, apply to the situation to- 
day: 

“ Wal, go "long to help ’em stealin’ 
Bigger pens to oram with slaves; 
Help the men that’s ollers dealin’ 
Insults On your fathers’ graves ; 
Help the strong to grind the feeble, 
Help the many agin the few, 


Help the men that call your people 
Whitewashed slaves an’ peddlin’ crew!” 


Now, if there are any more “sermons in stones ” ready 
to fling at us, sling “em along. The new Secretary is tired 
of this quiet life. T. C. LELAND, 

— ib ———— ————. 


Cowardice and Calumny? 
AN OPEN LETTER TO COL. INGERSOLL, 


DEAR Srg: You hav charged Junius with being '* a cow- 
ard, a calumniator, anda sneak." It is not always easy to 
determin what calumny is. For instance, you hav tele- 
graphed to James A, Garfield thus, ** Your Vindication has 
been as ample and glorious as the. slanders were mean and 
malicious." Now Iam not aware that any leading Demo- 
cratic newspaper has published anything against Garfield 
half so damaging 88 what the leading Republican editors 
said about him seven years ago, but which the same news- 
papers refuse to reinsert to-day, even when offered to be paid 
for at advertising rates. If those charges, made by organs 
of his own party, and based upon the report of a congres- 
sional committee composed mostly of his own partisan 
friends, are false, then I agree that it is a calumny to repeat 
them. But Iam not aware that they hav been shown to be 
false, and if not, how can they be called mean and malicious 
slanders ? 

But waving the question of calumny altogether, both as 
to Junius and the adversaries of Garfield, I humbly and 
earnestly entreat you to make good your accusation against 
Sunius, that he was a coward and a sneak. And I hope you 
will find time fo attend to this matter as soon as the exigen- 
cies of the presidential campaign will allow. 

Respectfully yours, "Ww. HENRY Burr, 

Washington, D. O., Oct. 15, 1880. pune 

-eeo 

How opp that wise men will suspect Tanner, the faster, 
of cheating, spite of all the tests and spies around him, and 
will say, ‘‘ He has not yet equaled the man of eighteen hun- 
dred years ago!" That part they swallow ; never ask who 
watched, what tests were applied. O man, man, what a 
piece of work;thou art! See Prof. Greenleaf, a law writer, 
on ‘‘ Evidence." He has published a book on the Acts of 
the Apostles, to show the said Acts are genuin and true. 
Ha, ha, ha! Hearsay evidence could not be received "to 
prove a citizen ate his breakfast, though ten thousand wit- 
nesses were proposed ; but it will prove beyond doubt that ` 
the hand of God lifted Philip up aad popped him down 
hundreds of miles off in a gecond of time—and hundreds of 
like miracles. 

——_——_. 9Ó9-——————— 

IN one of the Ionian Islands there is a spring that has 

yielded petroleum more than two thousand years. - 


Letters from Friends. 


Bouta DARTMOUTH, MAss., Oct. 10, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir; At a time like the present, 
when such men as Ingersoll, men on whom we thought we 
might count as being permanent, abiding friends in behalf 


leaving it, it is the duty of all who wish to uphold the 
. efforts which are being made to counteract the proceedings 
of Comstock to work together. I, therefore, sympathizing 
fully and freely with you, and all who, like yourself, are 
endeavoring to secure freedom of thought as also of the 
mails, inclose $2.00 for TRE TRUTH SEEKER for such period 
as it will pay the price of subscription. Will yon, my dear 
Bir, please inclose in the first number of the paper which 
you forward me a receipt acknowledging the payment of 
‘the sum inclosed in this communication, that I may know 
for how long a period my subscription extends. 
' Most truly yours, EDWIN H. BARTLETT. 


Eprror or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: l hope you 
hav read and will lay before your readers an editorial on the 
Liberal League by J. M. Roherts in Mind and Matter of Oc- 
tober 2a. How any journalist who has the love of humanity 
at heart.can pen such an article as that is one of the pro- 
found mysteries of life. I trust you willlay the whole edi- 
torial before your readers and let them see fully the animus 
of this editor Roberts, who professes to be a Liberalist *' of 
the first water," and a Spiritualist too. The editorial ig 
sufficient of itself without note or comment. Think of a 
journalist who dares the editor of Tum TRUTH SEEKER to 
publish that Comstock law, which it (Tax TRUTH SEEKER) 
has already done at least once, if not more, to niy certain 
knowledge, Where did this immaculate brother J. M. 
Roberts come from but the same ''obscene" fountain of 
nature that the rest of us sprang from, a mother's womb ? 
Nature is obscene, is she? Did he spring from the loins of 
the Cæsars, the divinity of kings, or was he saved by the 

. “Holy Ghost,” and now “upon what meats does this our 
` brother feed that he has grown so large," apparently tower- 
ing above all other human beings in personal virtue, wis- 
dom, holiness, and gift of prophecy? What fallacy now 
for the Liberal League to think'of holding a substantial 
footing on this planet any longer after Bro. Roberts, editor 
of a Spiritualistic journal, whose lofty brow towers in the 
sunshine of heaven, aud whose spiritually-guided feet tread 
daily and hourly the confines of the spirit world, has proph- 
esied of its inevitable dissolution and ruin! 


Liberal League will not now die and be no more, when an 


with the spirits of the blest in the beautiful summer land, 
has told us so. ` 

A brother who daily drinks of the divine afflatus of Re- 
publicanism, Spiritualism, and celestial wisdom it would 
seem ought to know. Will the Liberal League, a band of 


principles that ever animated the human heart, listen to the 


occur just to accommodate them. 


him for publication, in which I criticised Republicanism 
and the money power, a brief but very similar article to one 
bearing my name in a former number of your paper. I was 


that the money power was the greatest tyranny we had on 
earth. I spoke of my own case and that of others in which 
the Republican and Democratic parties or Republico-Demo- 
cratic party and the money power had dealt myself and 
uphold the flag of our country. Irequestéd hira if he did 


with the following strictures : A 


the within article. I cannot see how it can in any way 
advance the truth as it concerns the public, and that is the 
aim and object of my paper. You are manifestly governed 
in your views of political duty as too many others are by 

. your immediate disappointments and personal grievances, 
I would not hav you act on any other plane of duty so long 
as you are incapable of seeing matters from a less selfish 
standpoint. What the Republican party has done to place 
you in the position you are, your letter does not explain. 
You make many sweeping assertions but cite no fact to show 
that any of them hav any just foundation. If you oan 
show that the Republican party ís justly chargeable with 
any of the Wrongs you charge against it, I will appease it 
too, but you are like Mr. Bennett, unpatriotic enough to put 
your private interests before those of the public, and with 
such persons I hav no political sympathy. 

$ I am respectfully, J. M. ROBERTS, 

Editor of Mind and Matter. 


My response, which of course he would not publish : 


Mz. J. M. RosERTs, Dear Sir: Had health permitted I 
should hav responded ere thia to giv your strictures upon the 
article I sent you for publicstion, and which you hav 
xeturned, not deeming it worthy & place in your columns. 
Icare nothing for the article itself, only for the truths it 
contains ; but you say you cannot see that the article ‘‘ had 
any relation to the public good, the object and aim of your 
paper." You say further that I made many ‘‘ sweeping 
assertions, but cited no fact to show that they had any just 
foundation." You say also that “‘you are manifestly gov- 
erned in your political views by your personal grievances," 
and then say, I would not hav you act on a lesg selfish 
plene of duty while you are incapable of seeing matters 
from a less selfish standpoint, and that like Mr. Bénnett you 
are unpatriotic enough to put your own private interests 
before those of the public, and that with such persons I hav 
no political sympathy." . : 

Now I suppose that these are not sweeping assertions of 
yours without one solitary fact to prove them. What jour- 
nalist who professes to be truthful and liberal ever made 
more sweeping assertions than those without a particle of 
evidence to prove them? What journalist can descend 
lower than to impeach the private cnaracter of an individ- 
ual of whom he knows nothing? What do you kaow about 
my private character? How do you know 1 am the “selfish 
man” you charge me with being? L treated you as a gen- 


pose because I did not that Iam a Catholic, a Jesuit, an 
am a low, base, selfish man simply because I do not accept 
you as a political oracle, and hence am nursing my private 
grievances like Mr. Bennett against the divine sovereignty 
and popish infallibility of your great Republican party, that 
ig too immaculate, no doubt, in your opinion, to ever com- 
mit an error against any person. 

of you and such as you who hav suffered for the cause, are |. 
proof. 
to do), it would hav made the article too long, and then you 
would hav rejected it on account of its length. The truth 
it, beyond doubt, as fairly shown by your editorials and 


It would seem 
to be the hight of madness and folly indeed to think that the 


oracle from the skies, an inspired penman in daily converse 


heroic men and women contending for one of the grandest 


administrations of this *'new-born prophet" and dissolve 
the League, and let Anthony Comstock and the immaculate 
Republican party xun henceforth and forever tbis republic 
of ours, established by the heroes of 76? As much as 
Bro. Roberts and the great and loved Ingersoll, Green, and 
Others desire such & consummation, I hardly think it will 


To show what manner of man brother Roberts is (for 
with all his faults, and they are many, he is still à brother 
to us all, and I hav no ill-will to gratify), I will present the 
readers of Tus TRUTH SEEKER his reply to an article I sent 


honest and earnest in trying to prove to him and his readers 


others a deadly blow, we who had been soldiers, fighting to 


not see proper to publish to return the article, which he did 


Mr. R. E. LA Ferra, Dear Sir: As requested, I return 


The Truth Seeker, October AF, 1880. 


You say J made statements against the party, but cited no 
Had I cited all the proof (as Iam abundantly able 


ungentlemanly replies to my article, that you do not want 
the other side presented,'and no doubt you want the patrons 
of your paper to believe that you are a polical oracle, the 
fount of political wisdom itself, and that it is not worth 
while for them to look for truth beyond your statements. 
All persons who disagree with you you seem to denounce 
at once as base and selfish; and as soon as you see their 
heads sticking up anywhere you are ready with your toma- 
hawk to scalp. - j 

Itis just possible, Mr. Roberts, that you do not know it 
all yet upon all subjects, or any one subject that the human 
mind can grasp. 1 thought we were all brothers in this 
great world, as indeed we ought to be, one toward another, 
and that we severally occupied the position of both teach- 
ers and pupils. But it seems Iam mistaken. You are the 
teacher, and infallible, too, and we are the scholars. 

When Mr. Bundy refused you (as you hav stated he did) 
the columns of his paper to make a true statement of the 
seances given by the Blisses and Mr. James, and also your 
conviction therewith, and for which reason you say you 


started Mind and Matter (not finding a paper through which 


you could defend those mediums and yourself), was it be- 
cause of your personal grievances you started your paper, 
or was it fora principle? If it was established on the basis 
of a personal grievance, I do not think it is worthy of much 


patronage; and if it was established on the basis of princi- 
ple, then might it not be barely possible, Mr. Roberts, that 


gome others in this world are actuated by principle as well 
as yourself, even including the Infidel Bennett and myself? 


I hay been the editor of a paper myself, and I never yet 
descended to that low plane, journalisticaly or individu- 
ally, and I hope to God I never will, as to presume that I 
alone am infallible, and that all others who do not agree 
with me in my opinions are actuated by private griev- 
You seem to me more like a 
“Southern fire-eater" than any other journalist I know of 


ances and selfish motiva. 


in this country. 


If tbe spirit that you manifest sometimes in your paper 
is the true spirit of Spiritualism, then the less the world 
In these communications 
that you claim come from the spirit world (and, for aught I 
know, do come from there), the spirit that they breathe ig 
continually in favor of love, mercy, kindness, and good- 
What a contrast in the spirit they breathe and you 


knows of Spiritualism the better. 


ness, 
breathe at times! 


T hav no objection to your fighting the enemies of Spiritu- 
alism with flaming sword if you wish, and I like some of 
your articles very much, and some other features of your 
paper very much, but why count every one who disagrees 
with you an enemy to truth and to Spiritualism, which is 
not in any sense the case? Why fly off in a tangent and 
claim that everybody is dogmatizing and opposed to the 
truth, and then scalp them on every hand without mercy be- 


cause they do not see things as you do? 


of truth and goodness, I hope not. 


do, Yours for truth in all things, 
R. E. La Ferra. 


: CuanLES City, Iowa, Oct. 8, 1880, 
FRIEND BENNETT: 


ministers in attendance. 
President. The result was 8 for Hancock, 2 for Weaver, 


and 1 for Dow, so you can see how many of them are in 


favor of temperance by their votes. 


I was in hopes that Mr. Ingersoll would see the errors of 


his party. But he isso wedded to it he cannot see them. 


Ican sympathize with him, for I used to be just as big a 


yellow dog as he when I belonged to the Democratic party, 


and run under the wagon as faithfuily as ever one of those 


collared dogs ever followed a nigger. 


lam glad the Congress stood firm on the repeal of the 
They hav the hearty support of all the 
Mr. Ingersol). in the 
stand he took, has the condemnation of all the Liberals 


Comstock laws. 
Liberals here in this part of Iowa. 


here, 
Mrs. Mahara and I were at the Marshalltown Convention. 


It was the grandest feast of Freethought that we ever had 


the pleasure to attend. 
Mr. Leland, the grand writer and reader, and Mr. Jamie- 


son, one of the grandest debaters now living. and as fine a 
speaker as exists, gave us their opinions on Freethought in 


a way that could be understood by every one, 

Mrs, Lake is a very pleasant and forcible speaker, and so 
is Mr. Phelps, of Kansas. But the grandest lady speaker 
is Mrs. Parry of Wisconsin. 

Friend Walker is the greatest worker that|we hav in Iowa. 

. Lhe Convention will not be forgotten, but will be remem- 
bered for a long time by its friends and opponents. 

í see by your letters you hav had a very pleasant trip, and 
r nope you hav enjoyed it and that it was a benefit to your 

ealth. j ` 

I think the Republicans will try to count Garfield in 
whether he is elected or not. They hav got it all fixed to 
doit. They hav over one hundred thoussnd men armed, 
and are drilling them for that purpose. We had about five 
hundred of them on drill here last week. They want a 
strong government here with a big N to it, and an estab- 
lished church. I think we will hav to hav another revolu- 
tion to get free again. My best respects to Mr. Leland and 
yourself. Thine for the right, JOHN MAHABA, 


’ : Portsmouts, O., Oct. 10, 1880. 

EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: As many Republi- 
cans would hav us believe that Mr. Garfield entertains Lib- 
eral views equally with Mr. Hancock, 1 would like to ask 
why Mr, Garfield’s support comes mostly from preachers 
and their dupes, as was proved a few days ago in this dis- 
trict, when three hundred Methodist preachers were in con- 
ference, during which a vote was taken and Mr. Hancock 
received just two votes. How does that strike you, my 
brother Infidel ? . While we believe that their prc chiag haa 


Is this the hight of Spiritualistic journalism? In the name 
I want to be a friend, a 
brother, a co-worker, a helper, to every man and woman on 
the face of the whole earth who is also working for truth, 
goodness, and liberty in all directions of human progress 
and well being, and I do not want to be denounced as selfish 
and low-lived because I do not see everything just as others 


We hav had a Methodist Conterence 


at Osage, a town twenty miles north of us. There were 166 
They took a vote among them for 


tleman, but I did not sgree with you politically; and I sup- la tendency to keep the people in ignorance we are not so 
d | foolish as to think that they themselvs are so ignorant as 10 
vote against their own interests ; then why should we ? 


Speaking of Methodist preachers reminds me of a good 
story that I listened to the past week, got off at their 
expense, which was new to me and may be to many of your 
readers. 

In a Western town where a conference was held, the 
deadhead accommodations being. quite scarco, so that a 
number ef the preachers were compelled to put up at the 
village tavern, it so happened that one evening about & 
dozen of these saintly beings and ss many of the ungodly 
were assembled in the little barroom, and among the latter 
was old Uncle Jerry, the worst old Infidel in the town. 
For years they had been trying to convert this old fellow, 
and finally, becoming tired of them, be on this occasion 
propounded the following question : 


Did any of you gentlemen ever see a Methodist minister’s 
tomb? Now, this was & singular question, and yet there 
are few men that can answer it in the affirmativ; and so it 
was on this occasion, not one could say yes. Well, now, 
can you tell me why this is so ? Well, said he, they all be- 
come gamblers or horse-thieves before they die. -After that 
time old Uncle Jerry was never asked to come up to the 
mourner'& bench. W, A. FAZR. 


BnooxsTON, Tex , Oct. 9, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: About seventy years ago I 
read in a School.book this sentence: *'Boerates died like a 
philosopher, but Jesus Christ like a God." I then regarded 
thesentence asa very noble, truthful declaration; I now look 
on it às mere bombast, destitute of truth. First, I remark, 
how could the writer compare the dying of Jesus with the 
dying of a god, when no god had ever died? It would 
certainly hav been more Correct to say that Jesus died like a. 
coward, than like a god, for his last utterance was a loud, 
wnmeaning, senseless yell. If he spoke the truth in death 
he died in a godforsaken condition. Thousands of Infidels 
hav out-died Jesus, ButI am bound to say that Jesus was 
a good man; but no god. Jesus was possessed of moral 
courage to a fault. His zeal more than equaled his knowl- 
edge. 

I hold that, as a general rule, the intelligent Infidel out- 
dies the intelligent orthodox Christian. The intelligent, In 
fidel has no brimstone hell to fear. The Bible says, “Fear 
hath torment.” The Christian knows or thinks he knows, 
that he that believeth not shail be damned in an eternal 
fiery, brimstone hell, and further knows that he has man 
friends and kinsfolks who are unbelievers. He knows then 
that they are in danger of the brimstone and fire every 
moment of their lives. Now he can't help fearing, unlesg 
he be a brute, and fear hath torment. Indeed, the Chris- 
tian can't know but that he may be an unbeliever himself 
before he dies. So I conclude that the intelligent Infidel 
livs a happier life and dies a more peaceful death than the 
intelligen: orthodox Christian does, so far as their religion 
is concerzed, J. A. RUTHERFORD. 

Burr Oak, Mios., Oct. 8, 1880. 

To TRE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH BEEKER, Air: I hay this 
day received a confidential circular from H. L, Green, once 
‘the efficient and worthy Chairman of the Executiv Commit. 
tee of the National Liberal League, stating that on account 
of certain objectionable proceedings at the National Liberal 
League Congress, lately held in Chicago, Col. R. G, Inger- 
soll, R, C. Spencer, and himself withdrew and decided to 
call an informal meeting at the Grand Pacific Hotel in 
Chicago, on the 15th day of November next, to take steps to 
organize a new Liberal Association, in which circular he 
asks the following questions: 

1. Do you approve of the proposed informal meeting? 

2. Will you attend the proposed conference ? 

3. If itis thought best wil you allow your name to be 
attached to a public call for this meeting ? To all of which 
I hav sent him a vigorous, No. 

: I had fondly hoped that the National Liberal League had 
received its first and last split when poor Abbot and his 
seceders left it, but it seems another branch has been torn 
asunder, another wayward son has left the parental! roof, to 
organize anew, but like his predecessor, I think he will 
pine away and die. I was grieved to see Mr. Green and R, 
G. Ingersoll leave us at Chicago, Iam of the opinion that 
if the Liberals of this country ever accomplish anything 
politically they hav got to stand together; we need them all, 
every one, to pull together and use their forces on the com- 
mon enemy, instead of quarreling among themselvs. I can- 
not exactly understand Mr. Green's position. A year or 80 
ago he was Congratulating Mr. Wakeman on his masterly 
statement in regard to the Comstock laws; said he never 
understood them before, and was then in favor of their re- 
peal. Now he comes out in the Fourth Annual Congress 
and because it passes a resolution in favor of repeal he with- 
draws, resigns, backs out, and is going to start a new 
party. It won't do, Bro. Green; it won't liv. — 

I myself understand the intent and workings of those 
laws better since listening to Mr. Wakeman at the late 
Chicago Congress, and as a delegate there I voted for the 
repeal of them, first, last, and all the time. I stand upon ` 
that platform to-day with Thaddeus B, Wakeman as my 
atandard bearer of liberty and human rights whose superior 
in my judgment does not exist, and to whose guidance 
and instructions the Liberals of the United States may 
safely trust their cause. Ail hail the power of Wakeman’s 
brain. Ingersoll says what we want is to-see to it that 
Christians do not smother our Liberal literature. That is 
exactly what we are going to do; 80 we say, ‘Away with 
Comstock laws.” There are laws for the suppression of ob- 
scene literature when Comstock laws are gone, and when 
we deposit our muil in the care of the United States we 
want to say to Anthony Comstock and his cohorts, ‘ Keep 
your vile hands off" This Robert C. Spencer, I helped to 
expel from the Chicago Congress with my vote, and he de- 
serves the eternal contempt of every liberty-loving soul in 
the land, and I for one am not going to desert the old ship 
now with our noble old President Elizur Wright at the 
head (whom Mr. Green worked so hard to re elect), 
and such other veteran reformers ag Parker Pillsbury, 
Josiah P. Mendum, Horace Seaver, D. M. Bennett, Amy 
Post, Lucy Colman, and hosts of others, to join. hands in 
a new departure with this Robert C, Spencer as one of its 
figure-heads. Fellow-Liberals of America, stand by your 
cnlors and keep them flying! Let not the mailed hosts of 
superstition nor the Weak-kneek saints of Liberalism 
swerve you from the right, and remember that there is a 
principle at stake here which is deeper and broader and 
grander than the eloquence of Mr. Ingersoll or the impu- 
dence of Mr. Spencer. Eternal vigilance is the price of lib- 
erty, and if we would ever attain that liberty we must be 
up and doing. Yours for the right, A. H, THURSTON. 

- e : 


Tux Albatross hes no hind toe nor claw. 
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The Truth Seeker; Drtober 23, 1880. 


A Query. 
Where seek ye for the truths you need. 
On which the hungry mind would feed ? 
Beek ye above or here below? 
Where? does the tree of knowledge grow? 


Bay, can you show the way to me, 
For its fair fruit I fain would see ? 
Must we perform a journey far 
Before the way we can unbar? 


And when it’s found, is it not dear? 
Will it not cost you many a tear ? 
Would not a falsehood smootber glide, 
Than stemming such a stubborn tide? 


Where will you find your recompense 
For weary toll in truth's defense? 

Does it stoop down to whisper peace, 
And tell you all these wrongs shall cease ? 


They'll cease when tyrants Jose their power, 

When threat’ning e'ouds no longer lower: 

They'll cease when light the clouds break 
+ through, 

And many see as now a few. 


Wraith of Thomas Paine. 


BY ALHAZA. 
That wraith flew over sea and land. 
And like the sun it lent its flame, 
When thegreat Congress was convened, 
To publish noble Wakeman's name. 


He met the tempest; words like his 
Gould rescue justice on the brink 

Of error’s dark and foul abyss.  ' 
Left by some traitor hand to sink. 


If I were sleeping ‘neath the ground, 

"No briar-rose my soul could wake,’’ 

But it would leave the daisied tomb 
To hear the voice of Mrs. Lake. 


Her heart yearns o’er the starving poor; 
She would not liv on costly fare, 

And see the child of want go by, 
Nor offer him a generous share, 


Some cannot bear the battle's shock; 
They tremble at the eannon's roar. 
They murder Freedom for acrown, 
And soothe her bleeding heart no more. 


Then let them leave the struggling League, 
But noble hearts are beating there. 

They keep the life-boat taut and trim, 
To meet the waves of dark despair. 


Some beings move with glitteriag wings; 
Of solid virtue they are scant; 

Pat them geverely«to the test, 

: You'll find them naught but gilt and rant. 


George Chainey’s 


FOUNDATION STONES 


OF THE 
CHURCH OF THE UNITY,. 
EVANSVILLE, INDIANA. 


And the foundations of the wall of 
the city were garnished with all manner 
of precious stones.—Rev, xxi, 19. 


For modes of faith let graceless bigots fight: 

His can’t be wrong whose lite is in the right; 

Ia faith and hope the world will disagree, 

But alt mankin perdue I obariti s 

mus alse that thwartthis one great H 

And all of God that bless mankind. of mend. 

" e —+ Ope, 
Price 75 cents, Cloth, 


For gale at TRUTH SEEKER office iht 
street, New York. » 141 Eighth 


——————M M M — M —— 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 


WASHINGTON, D. O., July 19, 1880, 

I wish to no'ifg' he public that a Mr, Baldwin, 
of Chicago, alao Rhodes & McClure, of the same 
place, are publisuing pamphlet editions of my 
lectures. All the lectures published by them 
are grossly inaccurate—filled with mistakes, 
horrihly printed, aud ou rageously urjust ta 
me. These men are rimpie literary thieves and 
pirates, and are obtainiug money from the pub- 

le under falsa pretenses. Itake this course to 
warn the public that these publications are 
fraudulenr. Tho only correct copies of my lec- 
tures are published by O P, Farrell. All others 
are published by people who are willing to steal 
from me and defraud the public vender, Thase 
wretches hav published one lecture under four 
titles. and several others under two or three, 
3m31 R. G, INGERSOLL. 


All of e P. PRIN gallons of Ool; Togor: 
Boll’s works, and none r8, arte aold at this 
office. D. M BENNETT, 


THE 


OLERGYMAN'S VICTIMS. 


A Radical Romance. 
Apy 
MRS. J. E, BALL. 


This pamphlet of over 100 pages is & pleasin 
&nimated. domestie story, presenting Liber& 


thought in an agreeable manner, and will be: 
read by thousands where heavier, drier, and: 
more philosophical and metaphysical works. 


&re not preferred. It is & good story to lend 
Ohristian neighhors to read, Prion. 45 gents. 


A WEEK. $12 a day at home easily made. 


9725-55. outfit free. Trüe&Oo., Augusta. Me. | 


THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


A collection of songs by Whittier, Longfellow, 
Bryant. Tennyson, and others, set to familiar 
tunes. Designed for Liberal Leagues and other 
meetings, and in Liberal homes, Compiled and 
edited by Eliza Boardman Burnz. Price, half 
bound and on heavy paper, 25 cenis ; one hun. 
dred coolies, $15.09; fifty, $8.00 :. twenty-five 
$5.00, Paper eovers. 15 Gents; one hundre 
ce otes. $10.00; ffiy. $5.00; twenty-five copies, 
$3,00 Two cents per copy addaltional must be 
feat to preony postage on all. wholesale orders, 
Address allo. dere to D. M. BENNETT. 


141 Elghth stteet, New York, 


WHY DON’T GOD KILL 
S A 


A 


y, 
Hi 


A series of Essays dedicated to ths St. Johns 
(Mich.) School Board. 


BY M. BABCOCK. 
Price. 25 cents. For sale at this office, 


$66 
SUPERSTITION ; 


THE RELIGION OF 


a week in your own town. Terms and $5 
outfit free. H. Hallett & Co., Portland, Me. 


“Believe or be Damned.” | 


OPEN LETTER TO THE 


JOHNS SCHOOLZBOARD. 
BY 
M. BABCOCK. 


This book contains an inspired PHOTO- 
GRAPH of the GOD that’s being worshiped at 
the expense of the district in our public 
schogls; the God that “ overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that's wanted in the Constitution: the 
gentleman that owns some three billion dollars? 
worth of uutaxed church property; the ''so- 
help-me” God that mukes a lle the truth in 
Gourt; the God that governors besought to Stop 
the yellow fever, which he didn't do. The pic- 
ture is worth the price of the hook. Price, 25 
cents. For saleby D. M. 

141 Eighth street, New 


ST. 


ork. 


LADIES!! 


*' SALEM, OR., July 17, 1880. 
"8. H. PRESTON, Dear Sir: Please send me by 
express, C. O. D.,to Portland, Or., $100,00 (one 
hundred dollars) worth.of that " Qomstoock ” 
Syringe. I mean business. 
Dz. Mary SOLANDER,” 


: Only sixteen had been sold when 
COMRTOOK 


set out fo suppress it. Now orders come as 
above. Grand jurymen buy it for their wives. 


It is SIMPLE, SAFE. INFALLIBLY RELIABLE, neo-| 


essary to HEALTH And versonal puriiy. and is 
pronounced by patients and physicians to be 
the greatest 

GODSEND TO THE SEX 


gotten up in this generation. Sent securely 
boxed, with private instructions for special uses 
Confidential terms to agents. Prica $600: im- 
proved, $10,00. Address SAM. H, PRESTON. 
tf32 209 West 34th st., New York. 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
muslin, containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 


$1.25 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the P»ntateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 

hlete that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in’ 
its facts and logic. inimitable in its style. and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence. anu pathos. 


: Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, CLARE MILLS, 


Cabinet Size, price $2.50. 

Small Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament). 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shlpmont Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one. 3 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, 


;By Barony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or large siza . , , 40 conte 
Photo or card size Ai D. "ua 20 " 
Lite-size Lithograph, 21x27 , . 50 " 


ogtage paid, 
D. M. BENNETT. - 
141 EIGHTH ST.. New YORK 


Correspondence Wanted. 


A married man of middle ago who is not hap- 
pily mated on account ot religious differences. 
would like correspondence with some lady of 
refinement and cniture. whose ideas are Lib- 
eral and whore beari ix iuil cf tua milir of 
human kindness, Address, IRVIN HOGUE, 

$.43 "^ Dewott, Mien, - 


; ; THE : 
Anonymous Hypothesis 


oe 
| Creation. 
- À brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
Account. ` 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Cloth; price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth St.. N. Y. 


per day at home. Samples worth 


po 
i $5 to $202 free. Stinson&Co. Portland,Me 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of ** The Iliad of the East," ** Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 

The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.— Pall Mall Gazette. 

Power, eloquence, and originality eharaeter- 
ize '' Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels.—Illustrated: Lon- 
don News. 

An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might. not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition, 
with a sound moral expressed, though notob- 
truded. on the canvas,— Westminster Review. 

D. M. BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Eighth Bt.. N.Y 


KNOW THYSELF! 

e 

78S HE untold miseries that re- 

/ aN sult from indiscretion ip 

; early life may be alleviated 

and cured. Those who doubi 

this assertion should purchase 

the new medical work pub- 

lished bv the PEABODY MED. 

OAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 

entitled The Science of Life; 

fli DELI Or, Selt Preservation. Ex. 

hausted vitality nervous and physical debility, 

or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 

close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 

Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged. 
It is a standard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded a gold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beanti- 
ful and very expensive engravings, Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre. 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price of thebook, Bound in French 
cloth : price only $1, sent by mail post-paid. 


[m 


just published. 


The London Lancet says: " No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 


An illustrated sample sent to all on reeeipt of 
6 cents for postage. 


The author refers by permission to Hon. 
P. A. BISSELL. M.D., President of the Naiion- 
ai Medical Association. 


KER. No 4 Bulanch street, | : 

. No.4Bulfineh street, 

Boston, Mass, The author HEAL 
may be consulted on all 


dis- 
redd requiring skill and ex- TH YSELF 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Htrepigny and But in Champagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and left as his 
“Last Willand Testament” to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death. the above-named work, entitled “ Oom- 
mon Sense.” 

This ig a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Christian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 

NEWBURYPORT Mass., Sept. 23, 1878, 
To Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam: 

The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s “Age 
of Reason "js mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire's “Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav done a virtuous 
and humane act in translating bis book 80 wall. 


JAMES PARTON. 
Price. cloth, $1.50; paper, $1.00, 
D. V, BENNET?. 141 Elgoth 8t, N. Y. 


IACHINERY, 


Hand, Foot and Power Presses. Die Work of all kinds. 
Perforating Dies a Specialty. 


E. B. STIMPSON, 31 Spruce Stu NY. 


tansi, 


Was Christ a God? 


Conclusions Drawn from 
Apostolic Writings. 
BY F. MENSIGA. ‘ 

ConTENTS.— Questionable Dogmas, Supersti- 


|tion and Religion, the Appearanee of Christ, 


the Life of Christ, Comments and Explanations 

of Jude. James, John, Peter, Paul (all his epis- 

tles), Acts, the Four Gospels, Revelations, a 

Summary. Erroneous Theories of Deity. Henv- 

en. Devil. Hell,the Author's Intuitions, Evolu- 

tion of Lite. A work of strength and merit. 
An oetavo volume of 253 pages. Price, $1,50. 
Sold at this office. 


‘THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 190 pp. + + $1.00, 


D 


"he Rights of Man. By Tomas 
Paine. Written in defense of his fellow- 
aman. <A work almost without a peer in the 
world. Large type. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 
80 cents. EE : 

Life of Thomas Paine. By CALVIN 
BLANCHARD. i2mo. Large type, with 8 fine 
steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. : i ' f 

The Heathens of the Heath. By 
Wa. MCDONNELL, author of Uxeter Hall, 
A. radical romance. Paper, $1.00 ; cloth, 
$1.50. d , ` 

Career of Religious Ideas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion. of Science, 
By Hupson 'lUTTLE. Au able examination 
of the sources of the past religions of the 
world. 140 pp. i2mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cenis. x Ul 

Thirty Discussions, Bible Sto- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M, 
Bennett. Embracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader, Paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $1.00., > - i 

The Humphrey-Bennett Piscus- 
sion, A debate between Rev. G. H. Hum 
PAREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of '*'"The Truth Seeker." 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1. 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in itf 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and science? 3. Is 
there a stronger probability that Infidelity ia 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cleth (550 
pp.). $1.00. . 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Prot. O. A. Bunarss, President of 
the Northwestern Christian University at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass. Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Ont., Commencing June 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke. First PROPO- 
SITION: ‘‘ The Christian Religion, as set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin." Burgess in the affirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative, SECOND 
Proposition: ‘‘The Bible is erroneous in 
many of ite teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin."' Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the ner- 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, S89 cents. i E 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundatic Contrasted with its 
Superstructure, By W, R. GEG, au- 
thor of " Enigmas of Life,” '' Literary and 
Social Judgments,” etc. F. W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the ‘‘ Fortnightly 
Review,” says: ‘‘ Some twelve years ago, iu 
& London drawing-room, one of our most 
eminent men of science asked, ‘ Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg’s Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
various respects, had great merit; but Mr. 
Greg, coming later, had the advantage of 
access to many able German researches, and: 
his work continues the most complete on all 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces ‘of their warfare. 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, aud 
academic divines do not reply formally 10 
80 thorough, clear, and learned a. treatise, 
which has been so long before the public, we 
have tne best of proof attainable that this 
historical argument—occupying< precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable.” 

One volume, crown ‘octavo, wits com- 
plete index. The London edition said for 
$5, Price of American edition, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples De- 
bate. Between B. NF. UNDkERW.CO o° 
Boston, and the Rev. Joun ManPLuS, cf 
Toronto, Ont, Held at Napanee, Ont., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions discussed: 
First: “That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are lllogical and con- 
trary «o Reason.” SxconvD: ''The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Téstamenis, 
evidences beyond all other hooks its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood de- 
nies, Reported in ful, and revised by the 
debaters, 111 pp. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
GO cents. à 

interrogatories to Jehovah, By 
D. M. BENNETT. A series of close questions 
upon a great variety of subjecis, irom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, the 
Bible, the old patriarchs and prophets, down 
to the doctrinal points embraced by the 
Church. With a tull-length portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Poper, 50 
cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
rai Reiigion; or An Answer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturally-Re- 
vealed, Infallibly-Inspired, and Miraculoualy- 
Aitested Religion in the World? By E. E. 
GUILD, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author, In four parts, 
Paper, 30 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Seeker Leaflets, ot two pages 
each. ‘Thirty-two in umber; & cents per 
dozen; 8 cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $2.00 per thousand.  . f 

Adventures of Eider Triptolemus 
Tub, Comprises important and starting 
disclosures concerning hell, its magnitude, 
morals, employments, climate, ew. By 
stew. GEORGE :09ERsS. A rich, mteresting 
little work, Paper, 85 cent& 


The Truth Seeker, Ortober, 93, 1880. 887 


i 


The Gods and Religions 
of Ancient and Modern. 


In Two Large Octavo Volumes. 
WRITTEN IN PRISON, 
By D. M. BENNETT. 


Volume I. treats principally on all. the 
Gods of the world. Volume IL. givsafull 


The Real Issue. "WHAT IS MONEY? NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 
a | A DEBATE | The following valuable Liberal 


a 


MOSES HULL. BETWEEN | works hav been placed on sale, 


; . ` g P [71 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL with “The 


For campaign purposes it is just the thing. 
Gontains unanswerable arguments in favor of 


‘wholesale and retail 
Truth Seeker:” 


Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER., 


4 


AND. » 
tontin DR. T. A. BLAND 
entific : : 
"The Commoner says : | Pamphlet form. Price 3 cents. For sale at! 


"Nothing has been written which will do as this office, 


12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts, 


good, ork as. this. Itis worth its weight in 
gold, 
Price 10 cents. Sold by D. M. BENNETT, 
. 141 Eighth st.. New York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK, 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 
eured by an original system of practice. It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to,any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to pay-cost of mailing, | 

MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING OO, | 

"199 Wat oath Bireat. N V 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with-  , 
out Comment. l 
Revised and Enlarged Edition, 


72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth 8t., N. Y. 


AT The Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 
Hshes and sells an. imperfect, disordered, and 
mangled edition. with ali the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1860, from which it was 
pirated by the late B. B, Jones. 


| 


i 
1 


| 


VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. | 
A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove. v i 
Cures all forms of Private, Chronic, and; 
Sexual Diseases, Spermatorrhea, andi 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in| 
youth, sexual exeess in maturer pue and 
other causes, producing some of the fol- 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Semindl Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness | 
of Bight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, | 
. Pimples on Face, Aversion to Society of Fe- 
. males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, ote., ete., rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy. are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doetor’s latest and greatest medical discovery. : 
and which he has so: far prescribed for this : 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, nnd some of, 
em were in a terribly shattered condition ; | 
had been in the Insane asylums, many had | 
Falling Bickness— Fits: others upon the verge | 
of consumption ; while others again had be-' 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. . H 
Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- ; 
gated from the system.  Gonorrhoea, Gleet, : 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, All diseases of: 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhaa, | 
ete., treated with equal success, . 

R. R. P, FELLOWS has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, | 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, | 
and in fact had been given uv by their physi- | 

-cians to die; but by the »id of Dc. Fellows’ val- ! 

uable discoveries in medicine were restored to | 
health, and are now living monuments to his | 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- | 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same! 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease ' 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of tha complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDIOAL COUNSELOR 

Bent to any address, treating on the euuse, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhoea, and eontaín- 
ing cures sworn to before a magist: ate. which 
ig positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doetor's great skill. . 

Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and’ correspondence 
strictly confidential. Enclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 


[From the Western Reformer] 


, .. "DR. R. P. FELLOWS . ! 
is a highly educated and setentifie physician. 
He has an orivzinal system of practice, and is 

erfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hay 
eard many flattering reporte of bis successful 
euren of digenaon Ineident ta humanity ” 


THE "E. 

Philosophy of Spiritualism, — 

^ A AND THE 

Pathology and Treatment of 
. A Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


. Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Mèdica; Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 

for Women. > 
Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
"^ March 20 and 27, 1874. 
Cloth; price 60 cents, For sale by 
p. M. BENNETT, 14} Eighth et, N, Y. 


Issues of the Age. 
CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. | 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00, 

Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedenis.— Tacitus, 

. An admirably written. scholarly volume.— N. 
Y. Graphic, 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophieal, 
and theological speculations, and evinces 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced.—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 


: eompany with many of the finer spirits of the 


age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought, He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
plrationg,—N. Y. Tribune. 


| THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of" The Essence of Christianity," etc 
'Translated from the German. 

Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 5Octs. (Formerly 75 cts.) 

The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 

Our polities, our ethics, our religion, cur 

science, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 


nered, therefore immoral, 
immorality of onr awe l— Exiraot 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LECITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 

A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterl ] 
TRUTH SgEKER. It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sa 


tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 


of the teaching of the Bible. 
ice 10 cents. , M. BENNETT, 
Pr = 141 Eighth Stceet.N. Y. City 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; Extra cou, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00, 


OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 
eal Gun. : 


| By KxnsEy GRAVES, of Richmond, ‘Ind. . ‘a $ : 
X to Religious Puritanism and 


Being a reply to Joun T. PERRY'S '* Rix- 
teen Saviors or One," Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 
Second Edition, 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Oineinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 


and able critics, and one of the best historical: 


scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks, His 
work isareview of 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 


And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered . 


and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry's 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his '" Ecclesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself, 
The witnesses in their eross-examination not 
only coniradict each other and sometimes them- 
selven, Dut condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case, This teature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but.that 
some of hia witnesses seem to turn “’ state’s evi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves, 


And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited - 


from many of tbe ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
Gotes illustrative of Mr, Perry's absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, "À thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry. and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either." 
In the two works will be found the ablest argu- 
menta both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
work comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 


For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 
QAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE "d 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 


of HUMANITY. By OOURTLANDT PALME. 


Price. 33 canta. 


E 


Truthfulness is the 


lecture reprinted in THE 


Kersey Graves!" Sixteen” ` 


description of the Religions of Ancient and 
This book fully demonstrates the shadowy Modern Times. An interesting and instruc- 
character of the origin. of the religion of tiv work. Incloth, $3 per vol. the two vol- 
Ouri t, f umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
; vol., or $7 for the two volumes. In Morocco 


ESSAYS ON ! and Gilt Edges, $4.50 per vol., or $8 for the 
Mind, Matter, Forces, Theol- two volumes, Sent free of postage. 
| ogy, ete. | LECTURES OF 


BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
| Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50, 


This ig a collection of. Essays reprinted from l 
various journals. They are chiefly intended to 


THE PEOPLE'S EDITION, 
uphold the theory of the stability of matter i 


and forces and the perpetuity of mind, " Pap er Covers. 
SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author, 75 cents.. Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 


Lectures.” 
SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


GoNTENTS.—''The Gods,” “Humboldt.” “Thos, 
Paine,” 
i. With an Introduction on the osios,” Price, 


“Individuality,” “Heretics and Her- 
0 cents. 
: Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, | Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 
Judaism, Etc. other Lectures." 


‘R.G.INGERSOLL. 


ny Conrents.—"' The Ghosts,” " Lib . 
: BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. Woman, and Child,” “ Declaration of dis 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50, | ence,” "Farming in Illinois,” “Speech at Oin- 


'einnati," “The Past Ris e; 
Dream." Price 50 cenis. fore Me Like a 


Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Barony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 

Imperial, or large size... ....... 40 cents, 

Photo, or card size. . 20 cents. 

Life-size lithograph, 21x27...... 50 cents, 


"Postage paid. 


Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25. 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St.. New York. 


‘Faith and Reason ; 


Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 


A concise account of the Christian religion 
nd all thé prominent religions before and 
i since Christianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
í Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


Positivist Primer: 


Being a series of familiar conversations on 


the Religion of Humanity, ` THE 
Price, rs cont YO % DAVID, — 7 JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE, 
BETWEEN 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A critical study, By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TI. Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo artes 


Florence. Extra cloth. 12mo, 327 pp, $2.00. 
—May 20-29, 1878. Synopsis report—official. 


Through Rome On. | This book of 320 pages give an interesting pres- 


" m 1 ' entation of the theological e 
A Memoir of joies and Antichristian | Givide“ohristians aud" ibere Ons Roh 
| rience. 


| Ditzler is regarded as an able defender of his 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS, 
l 
| 
t 


|" PROF, W. F. JAMIESON, 


Of Obicago, IlL. and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D:D., 


Dt Kentucky. n 
Held in Kirksville, Mo., during nine evenings 


hris- 

| tian readers will take more kindly to a work of 

this kind, giving both sides an equally tair 

chance. than to books on onr side only. 

Le in paperaovers 50 cents: well bound, 
ents. 


WORKINGMEN, READ! 
ALLEGORY. 


UNCLE SAM AND AMERICUS, 


A DIALOG ON | 
LAND, LABOR, AND REFORM. 
By F. E. BOYD. 


Outlines of a plan for a new American na- 
tional land and labor co-operativ system, by 
which land and comfortable homes may be se- 
cured to the poorest classes of every race, with- 
out money or price, with the educational and 
social advantages of modern elvilízation. De- 
signed to ameliorate the condition of tho strug- 
gling masses; to equaliz3 population; to pre- 
vent vice, crime, and pauperism; to preveat 
the recurrence of industrial crises and feuds, 
labor riots, and popular insurrections; to ter- 
minate Indian wars; to avoid or do away with 
an oligarchy of landlords and capitaliste; and 
to preserve or restore the Jiberties of the people 
and the rights of self-government by bringing 
immediately.together the two great elements of 
universal progress, land and labor. 

* The land shall not be sold forever; for the 
land is mine; for ye are strangers and sojourn- 
erg with me" (Lev. xxv.. 23). 

Moreover. tha profit et the earth ts for all” 


(Ecelesiastes v, 9). 
Price 10 ceats. Sold at this office. 


AN OUTLINE 
‘ OF THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 
RESULTS. 


BY W. S. BELL. 


There is probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or more important than . 
the French Revolution in the last century, and 
Me aell has traced it ably ana in an {pterostin 
m er. Every one who reads 
with it. Price, 35 cents. Send to this cmon” 


SAMSON ; 
A Mvth-Storv of the Sun. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ae- 
cording to the Holy Men - 
of Old. 


The author of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythical in its character. Hè presents 
us & number of copies to be disposed of in the 
interest of Tan TRUTH BEEKER. All who pur- 
chage will therefore aid THE TRUTH SEEKER to 
the amount of their purchase, or add tó the 
‘Bennett fund as they may choose. 5 

Bamson. a0 cents: Gospel of the Kingdom, 

2 vols, each, 80 cents. Dr! 


favorit Christian doctrins, but it will undoubt- 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 852 pp. . . $1 75, 


b 1 ) 
Jameson fully met all bo bad 19 offer. "Obr: 
CHRIST OF PAUL, 
BY GEORGE REBER, 


Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 
various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation of the Christian church : 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 


| Money Getting. 
BY A. R. COOPER. 
13mo. 48 pp; paper, 20 ets. ; flexible cloth, 35 cts, 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 


BY M. SOHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, AL 
bany, N.Y. - 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 
"CASE AGAINST THE CHUROH, 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Ohris. 
tianity 

This is a very valuable and concise work, and: 

states in plain and unmistakable language the 


reasons why Ohrlstíanity is-a failure. Price, 50 
cents, 7 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 


OTHER PAPERS, 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM, 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


Wuh Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 
Paper. 18mo. 83 pagea: price. 95 oente. 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 
BY 


VOLTAIRE. 


Translated from the French by Miss Ellen 
Carroll The first time ever published in Eng- 
lish. The pamphlet contains nearly 500 of Vol-' 
taire’s sharp, terse, sarcastic, scathing definis 
_ dons of theologica and ecclesiastical subjects.. 

terms, and dogmas. There Js nothing In the 
world like it, Everybody ought to hava copy. 
190 pages. Prise. only 95 cents, 


age 
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Che Truth Seeker, October 23, 1880. 


Gems of Thought. 


THE worst education that teaches self-denial 
is better than the best that teaches everything 
else and not that.—John Sterling. 


Nonorx likes plain truths, when they are un- 
pleasant truths. to be told them by competent 
authority, and almost all people.tzy to avenge 
themselvs by declaring the teller a most im- 
pertinent person. Strict. plain truths hav to be 
told somstimes.—London Spectator. 


A VERMONT shoemaker being asked if he had 
any religion, made answer, ''Just enough to 
make good shoes, glory to God!" and with an 
extra pull he drew the waxed thread finely to 
its place. Let us endow his bench as 4 new 
chair in the divinity school.—Christian Register. 


READER, attend! whether thy soul 
Soars fancy’s flights beyond the pole. 
Or darkling grubs this earthly hole, 
In law pursuit; 
Know, prudent, cautious self-control 
Is wisdom’s root. —Burns. 


Tux Whole value of a belief in God depends 
on the estimate we form of his nature and char- 
acter. It would be better to believe in no God 
at all than to believe in a God whose nature and 
character would render the belief degrading to 
our own nature and conduot,—John Querry. 
D,D. 

ATHEISM leaves a man to sense, to philosophy. 
to natural piety. to lawg, to reputation, all 
which may be guides to an outward moral vir- 
tue. though religion were not; but superstition 
dismounts all these and erecteth an absolute 
monarchy in the minds of men.- Bacon's Es- 
says. 

WE are all of us (though not all equally) mis- 
taken; and the cherished dogmas of each of us 
are not, as we had fondly supposed. the pure 
truth of God. but simply our own special form 
of error—the fragmentary and refracted ray of 
light which has fallen on our own minds.— 
Greg. 


WE will leave .it to the Jews to stamp their 
infant sons as something special by a perma- 
nent physical mark; we would not hav even a 
transient one, for we would not hav our chil- 
dren something special. we would only hav 
them men, and to be men We will bring them 
up.—Strauss. 


Tu name of Infidel is applied to the best of 
men; the wisest. the most spiritual and heav- 
enly of our brothers. The bad and the foolish 
naturally ask. If the name be deserved, what is 
the use of religion. a8 good men and wise men 
can be good and wise, heavenly and spiritual 
without it? The answer is,plain—but not to the 
blind.—Theodore Parker. 


WHERE there is a great deal of smoke and no 
clear flame it argueth much moisture in the 
matter. and yet it witnesseth certainly that 
there is fire there. and therefore dubious ques- 
tioning is & much better evidence than that 
senseless deadness which most men take for 
believing. Men that know nothing in science 
hav no doubts.—Archbishop Leighton. 


Tov know’st that thou hast formed me, 
With passions wild and strong; 

And listening to thy witching voice 
Has often led me wrong. 


Where human weakness has come short. 
Or frailty stept aside. 

Do thou. All-good. for such thou art. 
In sh&des of darkness hide. —Burns. 


EVERYONE wishes to hav truth on his side; 
but it is not everyone that sincerely wishes to 
be on the side of truth. Men miss truth more 
often from their indifference about it than from 
intellectual incapaeity. He who propagates a 
delusion. and he who connives at it. when al- 
ready existing,both alike tamper with truth. 
We must neither lead nor leave men to mistake 
a falsehood for truth. Not to undeceive is to 
deceive.—Arohbishop Whately. 


WzuaT did Jesus teach ? Manly, self-reliant 
resistance of wrong, and practice of right? 
No, the keystone of his whole teaching may be 
found in the text, "Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matt. v, 8). Is poverty of spirit the chief among 
virtues.that Jesus givs it the prime place in his 
teachings? Is poverty & virtue at all? Surely 
not. Manliness of spirit, honesty of spirit. 
fullness of rightful purpose; these are virtues, 
but poverty of spirit is a crime.—Charles Brad- 
laugh. 

ALL the religions and all the sects are ina 
state of flux. Eventhe Roman Catholic church, 
anchored though it be by the solid continent of 
institutions nearly two thousaad years old. is 
yet partially afloat and dissolving. It, too, has 
its two parties, the fixed and the movable. Ali 
the leadiug religions. the Hebrew. the Chris- 
tian, the Mohammedan, the Hindu, the Oonfu- 
cian. hav been breeding in the last fifty years a 
race of souls to large or too free to stay Within 
them. They all hav the ex-members or those 
just ready to step out. And all the denomina- 
tions are in commotion, a part of the member- 
ship going backward, a part forward. and a 
part trying in vain to stand till between the two 
parties.— Wm. J. Potter. 


Onz penitent poet implores Varuna (the god 
of night) to tell him for what offense he seeks to 
kill’ his worshiper and friend, as all the sages 
tell him that it is Varuna that is angry with 
him. The poet pleadingly contends that he is 
not an intentional culprit; that he has beon 
seduced by wine, anger, dice, or thoughtless- 
ness, Another bogs the god that, in whatever 
way mortals may hav broken his laws, he will 
be gracious. A third admits that he who was 
Varuna’s friend has offended against him, but 
asks that they who are guilty may not reap the 
fruits cf tei- «1^ : eoncluding with this amica- 
ble hint, " Du iuu. + wlee god. grant protection 
to him who praise» wee.” —Amberley. 


Odds and Ends. 


WHEN à young lady tripped into a music 
store the. other day and asked the bashful 
clerk in attendance for " Two Kisses," he 
jammed on his hat and rushed out of the back 
door. The clerk, never having heard of the 
piece of music, thought he was the victim ofa 
leap-year proposal and his salary was not 
large enough to support two. 


"ITAKE the elevator," is the kindly-looking 
sign on the fence of a meadow only two miles 
out of Burlington. And a curious reader 
climbed over that fence to look for the elevator. 
He found it, took it on the return trip, and got 
over the fence in less than half the time it took 
him goingin. The elevator was a dark brindle 
in color, had a euri in the middle of his fore- 
head, and when he pawed the ground and 
talked bass, you eouldn't see nor hear anything 
but dust and thunder, 


AN anxious father was consulting one of the 
Wall street magnates as to what business he 
should put his son to. ''My boy. sir," said he, 
" has had a first-rate education and is remark- 
ably truthful.” "'I don’t see much good in 
that.” said the Wall street man. jingling the 
double-eagles in his breeches-pocket. ‘None 
of the successful men I know are truthful. 
Better make your boy an apothecary; that’s the 
only business I know of where deceit does not 
pay in the long run,” 


| GENTLEMAN!” I interrupted." did you ever 
hear how I went to prayer-meeting at New Lon- 
don, Conn.. in a rain storm ?” 

They said they had not. 

"Well, gentlemen," I continued. “one day I 
Btarted for the New London prayer-meeting on 
horseback. When I &ot about half way there 
there came up a fearful storm. The wind blew 
a hurricane, the rain feil in torrents, the light- 
ning gleamed through the sky, and I went and 
erouched down behind a large barn. But pretty 
soon the lightning struck that barn, knocked it 
into a thousand pieces, and ‘sent my horse 
whirling over into a neighboring cornfield.” 

“Did it kill you, Mr. Perkins?" asked Mr. 
Twain, the tears rolling down his cheeks. 

" No, it didn’t kill me,” I said, "but I was a 
good deal discouraged.” 

* Well, what did you do then, Mr. Perkins ?" 

" What did I do? Well, gentlemen, I hardly 
knew what to do. but totell you the honest Con- 
neeticut truth. I went right straight out into 
that pasture. took off my coat, humped up my 
bare baek, and took eleven elips of lightning 
right on my bare baekbone, and drew the elec- 
tricity all out of the sky, and then got on my 
horse ànd rode to New London in time to lead 
at the evening prayer-moeeting." 

Arise and sing!—Eli Perkins. 


AT the last meeting of the Lime Kiln Club the 
Committee of Internal Improvements an- 
nounced their readiness to make a special re-|5 
port. Some days since Brother Samuel Shin, | 
one of the charter members of the club. was 
charged with drunkennese, and the eommittee 
were instructed to investigate and bring their 
findings before the lodge. The report was as 
follows : 

” De charge was dat on a certain day an’ date 
Brudder Shin was noticed to fall down five 
times whilegwine from a certain butcher shop 
to his house, a distance of two blocks. Fo’ 
white men an’ a boy testified to dis fack befo’ de 
committees wid de statement dat when de wind 
am in de east, an' de air full o? ’lectricity he am 
subject to blindness, as was de case dat day 
His case am s’ported by his wife and dorter, 
who heveven known him to fall down on de 
doahsstep at midnight. Dis committee, takin’ 
all fings inter considerashun, hev arrove at de 
conclushun dat Brudder Shin hez el'ared hissel. 
of the charge of drunkenness, and do 80 report.” 

There was deep silence for half a minute, and 
then Brother Gardner quietly observed: 

“Brother Shin, you hev been investigated 
an’ el'ared of de charge, but in de fucher I 
want you to keep your eye on de wedder-vanes 
aroun’ town, an’ when you see de wind shiftin? 
do you make tracks fur hum. We will now dis- 
solve,” 


A MAN With a grip-sack in his hand halted be- 
fore aJefferson avenue fruit stand yesterday 
and priced achoice variety of peaches. When 
told that they were twenty cents a dozen he 
whistled to himself. walked softly around, and 
finally asked: 

“ Are you a Baptist ?” 

“Hardly,” 

"Neither am I, Ididn't know but that if we 
both belonged tothe same denomination you'd 
throw off a little. Do you lean to the Metho- 
dist ?” 

"Can't say that I do." 

"That's my case. I never did take much 
stock in Methodists. Twenty cents a dozen 
is an awful price on those peaches, considering 
how tight money is. I expect you are a Uni- 
versalist, eh ?” 

acs No,” 

"Neither ani I. Can't you say fifteen cents 
for a dozen of these ?” 

** Hardly.” 

" Aren't you an Episcopalian ?” 

" No, sir.” 

"Neither am I, but I was afraid you were. 
I've been sort o' looking you over. and I 
shouldn't wonderifyou trained with the United 
Brethren. Come, now, own up." 

"I never attend that church,” was the steady 
reply. 

"Nor I. either. Say, what are you, any how?’ 

"I'm @ hard-baked old sinner.” 

"No! Whoop! That's my caseto adot! I'm 
called the wickedest man in Washtenaw county! 
I knew there was a bond of sympathy between 
us if we could only find itout! Now.d^rousay 
fifteen cents for a dozen ?” 

The fruit-dealer counted them out without 
further obfection, 
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1. Discussion on Prayer. D, M. Bennett and 
t 9 Dien. 

T. The Btory of Oreation, Bennett, 

8 The Old Snake Btory. 

9. The Story of the wiood, 
16. The Plagues of Egypt. 
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14. Old Abe and Little fkes Byphers, 
1 Eoma io Documents 
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18, Bli Up 
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22. Discussion With Sholton’s Fourth Letter. 
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24. Ohristians "rio Wm. McDonnell. 
25. Discussion with Geo. Snode. Bennett. 
26. Underwood's Prayer. 
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am S Hall Doa cation Address, B, F. 
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80. Woman's Rights &Man' s Wrongs. Syphers. 
81. Gods and God-hous 
82. The Gods of Superstition and &nd the God of 
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33, What has Christianity Done? Preston, 
84, Tribute to Thomas Paine 
35. Moving the Ark. D. M. Bonnett. 
at Bennett's Prayer to the Devil, 
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A Christianity nota Moral Sys om X.Y. 
89, The True Saint, 8. P. Putn 
40. Bible of Nature vs. The Bible 6 of Men. J, 
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46. Did Jesus Really Exi 
47, Oruelty and Oredulity t the Human Race. 
Dr. Daniel Arter. 
48, Freethought in the West, G. a Henderson. 
49. Sensible onclusiona, È. E. Guild. 
50. Jonah and the B. ig Fis sh. D. M. Bennett, 
51. Sixteen Truth Seeker Leafiets. No. 1. 
62. Marplos-Undoryood Debate, Underwood. 
53. Questions for Bible Worshipers. B. F, 
erwood. 
54, An UD en Letter to Jesus Ohrist, Bennett. 
55. The Bible God Disproved by Nature, W. 
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56. Bible Contradictions 
57. T esus s Nota a Perfect ‘Gharaster, Underwood, 
$8. Pro 
59. Bigho EE Prophecies Ooncerning Babylon, B, 
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61. History of the Devil. Isaac Paden, 
62, The Jews and their 

68, The Devils D Due-Bills.. John Byphers. 
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68. Buth dea of Heaven and Mine, 


69. Missiones. 
10, Vicarious Atonement. 
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F undation . Joha Byphers. 
Hu Daniel in the lows B Den. Bennett, 
75. An Hour p e Devil. 
76. Reply to Erastus F. Brown. D. M. Ben- 


T1. The ne oar of Death. D. M. Bennett, 
78, Christmas and Ohristlanity, D. M. Bonnett, 
79. The Relationship of J vu Jehovah, and 
the Virgin Mary, W. E. Ooleman. 
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85, Matter, Motion, Life and Mind, Bennett, 1 
86, An Enquiry about God's Bons. 
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90. Bivio- ania. (Ott der gordates. Econ 
91. Ou eas of God. B. F. Underwood. 
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D. Arter 
98. obtaining” Pardon for Bins Hudson 


94. The New Raven. Will Cooper, 
95. Jesus Christ. D. M. Benne’ 
96. Ichabod Crane Papers. 

a Special Providences, W.B. Bell. 

98, Snakes. Mrs, Elmina D. Slenker, 

99, Do the Works of Nature prove a Ore- 

ator? Scicta. 

100. loth Anniversary of Thomas Paine's 
rthday, Bennett et ais. 

103, The Old Religion and the New, W. 8, 
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108. Doce the the Bible Teach us all we Know? 


tt. 
104, Evolution of Israel’s God. A. L. Ra 3 
105. Decadence of Christianity. nies To 1 
106. Franklin, Washington and J efi erson Un- 
believers, Bennett. 
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108. The Holy Bible a Historical Humbug, 
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110. Invocation to the Universe, Bennett 
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111. Reply to Scientific American, 

112. Sensible Sermon. Rev. M. 

118, Cometo Jesus. Bennett 

114. Where was Jesus born? Preston 

115. The Wonders of Prayer, Bennett 

116. The Sunday Question, 

117. Constantine the Great. Preston 

118. The Irrepressible Conflict bet Ween Chris- 
tianity and Civilization. Bell 

119. The New Faith. Stoddard 

120. The New Age. Bell 
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122. The gerent Beligions of the World. Pn 
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125. German Liberalism. Olara Neymann 2 
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38. The Authority of the e. Underwo 
134. Talks with the Evangelists wood 


136. Torquemada and the Inquisition, Ben=` 
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New 


Notes and Clippings. 


A coNVIOT in the Belleville, Ont., jall recently 
eloped with the jailer’s wife, 


Wa never yet knew of a chureh 80 honest that 
its members dare leave umbrelias in the hall, 


How can there be harmony in heaven if the 
different religious denomin»tions quarreled 
with each other there as in earth life ? 


INVESTIGATION frequently leads to doubt 
where there was none before. So much the bet- 
ter. If the thing is not true, inquiry can do no 
Dbossile harm, 


‘Tut Puritan is a man who worships God ac- 
eording to the dictates of his own conscience, 
then knocks the lives out of his neighbors who 
"won't be guided by the same conscience, 


We never hay met an orthodox Ohristian who 
could giv the least idea of what he should do 
or be called to do in heaven, except to drink 
nu eat honey, and sing--between spasms of 
colic, ` 


TEN Independent makes fun of the New York 


Observer for saying that Bishop Whittingham 


of Maryiand is in attendance at.the Episcopal 
`, General Gonvention, and calls attention to the 
‘fact that the bishop has been dead for more 
than a year. 


A TRIAL of the Rev. Dr. J. W. Carhart, presid- 
Jng.etder of the- Northern Wisconsin Methodist 
Conference, has resulted in his conviction of 
dishonesty, lying, perjury, and general immor- 
ality. The court was composed of fifteen Meth- 
‘odist Episcopal clergymen, and their verdict 
was unanimous. 


QNg Sunday morning recently the Wesleyans 
of Bridgend, Wales, on opening their chapel 
for the usual service, discovered that s0me por- 
sons had during the preceding night entered 
the building and tarred the whole of the sittings, 
The pulpit, the communion rails, and the or- 
gan sent had been treated in the same manner, 
and even the Bible in the pulpit, 


‘Some of the priests in Rome are so touehy — 

so full of Beecherism, so afraid they will slop 
ver, that they issue edicts forbidding good 
looking women attending church, unless wear- 
äng a shawl or something of loose drapery to 
twoncenl the fairness of their forms. The old 
roosters had better go out and saw cord-wood 
or work out their poll-tax shoveling dirt on the 
highway, Too much religious devotion seems 
to—no it don’t, either!—Great West. 


Tum Colored Sons and Daughters of Re- 
becca were dancing merrily in a 8t. Louis hall, 
and the members of the German Baptist Gon- 
ference were eating supper ina room under- 
neath. A janitor entered an apartment ad- 
joining the hall where the gas had been turned 
on unlighted and struck a matoh, A tremen- 
dous explosion was the result, and an entire 
set of dancers dropped through the shattered 
floor right on the clergymen’s table, Ball and 
supper were both ruined. 


We honor Judas Iscariot the Fusionist, He 
was very sweet on Jesus till tired of poor fare, 
then fused with the Jews, who, for political and 
other reasons, wanted Christ out of the way, 
went in with the hard-money party for har- 
mony and thirty pieces of silver. Then finding 
jt was nob easyto sleep with his head in the 
bosom of Obrist and his feet in a silver vault, 
had the good sense to go out and find a rope. 
We honor Judas for the last and most patriotic 
act of his lite—thetail end of it.—Brick Pomeroy, 


Some of the “ Christian” journals are charg- 
ing the Liberal League with favoring the trans- 
mission through the mails of obscene litera- 
ture because it demands free mails. The 
charge ig characteristic of the’ church, which 
has been a liar, slanderer, and murderer since 
its foundation, Show us a Liberal who asks to 
hav sent through the mails anything as smutty 
as any one of athousand verses we can select 
from the Bible and wewill concede all those 
religious bigots claim, Liberale hav no use 
for smut, We leave the monopoly of itto that 
* Christian church,” the story of whose birth 
is too vile for relation ia the presence of grown 
men and women. Think of the story of the 
Holy ———-. Well, under the impulse of *’ Chris- 
tian" education we came near relating the foul 
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story. Had we done go, our paper would hav 
been suppressed and ourself indictable under 
the Comstock law.—Cloud Qo. Blade. 


Dr, Brum and Prof, Wagner. German geog- 
raphers of standing, who hav devoted much 
attention to the statistics of population, hav 
just issued a new edition of their calculations. 
They arrive, after great labor, at results which 
we quote, because they modify materially the 
estimate popularly current in Great Britain: 
Europe, 315,929,000; Asia, 838,704.000; Africa, 205,- 
679.000; America, 95,495,500; Australia and Poly- 
nesia, 4,031,009; polar regions, 82.000; the world, 


(1,455 923,500. The caleulation for Europe, which 


must be substantially accurate, is much larger 
than the usual one; but even then the immense 
bulk of humanity, five in seven of mankind, 
dwells in Asia and Africa, a fact which the phi- 
losophers will do well to remember. The Lon- 
doner or Parisian is not exactly " man.” —The 
Spectator, i 


: Perg HyacinTHe’s movement in Paris is not 
an entire success, Indeed, he is already re- 
duced to the last extremity. He has three 
curates to assist him in his work, and they are 
in such poverty that appeals hav been made to 
the charitable for their support, The French 
hav'very Httle confidence either in the Pere or- 
his mission, and are somewhat chary about 
giving centimes, Unless the church of Eng- 
land comes to his assistance, and that right 
speedily, the Pere willsoon hav neither church 
building nor congregation nor salary, The 
statements of two years ago, which had all 
the appearance of a pyrotechnic display, and 
which led one to believe that the whole of 
France was to be revolutionized in the course 
of a few months, look now a good deal like 
boasting and bravado, 


Daz. S. GIBBON, medical officer of health for 
the Holborn district. in his report for the past 
year, states that, whatever may be the cause, 
there is no doubt that a Jew’s life in London is, 
on the average, worth twice as many years as 
& Obristian’s, The Hebrews of the metropolis 
are notoriously exempt from tubercular and 
ecrofulous taint. It is very rare that one meets 
with pulmonary consumption among them. 
The medical officer of one of their large schools 
has remarked that their children do not die in 
anything like the same ratio as Gentile chil- 
dren; and in the district of Whitechapel the 
medical officer of health has reported that on 
the north side of the High street, occupied by 
the Jews, the average death rate is 20 per 1.000, 
while on the south side, occupied by English 
and Irish, it is 43 per 1,000. 


THE Rev, J. O. Peck, D.——D., of Brooklyn, 
has been pitching into theaters, ‘Allthe eu- 
logiums you may heap upon the’ classic cre- 
ations of Shakspere are granted,” says the 
reverend, ‘yet no lady could read his plays in 
her own parlor to a promiscuous company of 
ladies or gentlemen.” Probably not. And the 
distinguished D--—D. might hav added that 
she could not read the Bibleto such a promis- 
cuous company either, Indeed it would require 
considerable self-control for a modest lady to 
read manyand many a passage in the Bible 
even in the privacy of her own chamber, with- 
out a blush, Not that this necessarily counts 
againstthe worth of the book, It was translated 
at atime when language and manners were not 
80 refined ag now, But Shakspere was written 
in such atime too, even earlier, and if its in- 
delicate passages are arrayed against it.the 
assailant must expect to hear similar argu- 
ments used against the literature he holds 
B&ered.— Truth, i i 


THe Presbyterian Banner. staunch oid 
orthodox sheet, is in morning. It evolves 
briny tears over the sins and wickedness of this 
age, it loudly laments over the lack of converts 
tothe Ohristian religion, and thinks there is 
need of an outpouring of the holy spirit over 
the entire church. Whether the editor of the 
Banner means the outpouring of the holy 
spirit of Oalvin we know not; but if he does we 
wish to hav no such outpouring this side of the 
Rockies, A geod square outpouring from the 
vaults of the bank of Nevada, or the Bonanzas 
of the Comstocks, would do this community a 
great deal more good than a mythical outpour- 
ing of the holy spirit of the distinguished gen- 
tleman so vaguely alluded to by the Presbyte- 
rian organ, As between a sviritual shower 


from the celestial abodes of Mr, Galvin, dead, | igonian, 
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and a metallic shower from the coffers of Mr. 
Flood, living, the average San Franciscan—if 
he is virtuous and honest as he ought to be— 
would say, '' Giv us Flood’s shower every time,” 
This is religion in Fan Francisco ''and don’t 
you forget 1t,"—Jewish Times. 


Disvvussina the dlaim of Obristian theologians 
that Ohristianity is the religion of gentleness, 
the Jewish Messenger spiritedly says: Lot us 
grant that Christianity is a creed of gentleness. 
Is the average Ohristian meek and mild? Has 
the Christian church proved itself gentleness 
personified during the past fifteen centuries? 
Is the Ohristianity of the Inquisition a revela- 
tion of terror or of gentleness? Is the Ohris- 
tlanity of Calvin a revelation of tenderness and 
mercy? Is Christian charity compassionate? 
Look at the Jewish race, hounded down through 
the ages for the greater glory of God? Is the 
Christian creed so gentle? What made so many 
Christian clergymen the apologists of slavery? 
Is the Ohristian dispensation so gracious? 
What made Christian England debase a nation 
by traffic in opium, and blow the Sepoys from 
the cannon’s mouth? Do the lives and character 
of the great mass of Christians, Wall street 
brokers, church choristers, statesmen, bank 
officers, and even clergymen, show the impress 
of that ethical" sweetness” which is 80 prepos- 
terously claimed for them in theory? 


Tar Express, in an article on Oolonel Inger- 
soll, exposed one of the worst characteristics 
of the Republican party—its tendency to cen- 
tralization. Ingersoll is a Fresthinker, and be- 
lieves in free speech and a free press ; but his 
Republican sympathies are so strong that when 
the Liberal League adopted resolutions de- 
nouncing the Comstock legislation as subversiv 
of the rights of the people to govern themselys 
because they relegate to the Uuited States 
courts the right to try common-law offens. 8 
and assume the authority of Oongress to enao: 
police regulations for the states, he seceded 
from the organization. His plea was that the 
League ought not to identify itself with obscen- 
ity. But that was a frivolous plea, for the reso- 
lutions condemned obscenity unqualifledly, 
placing their objection to Comstock’s Congres- 
sional laws solely on the ground that they 
make the federal government censors of publie 
morality. a right which is reserved to the states, 
Colonel Ingersoll’s real motiv was his unwill- 
ingness to abandon the eentralizition theory of 
government which pervades the political party 
to which he is attached.—Truth, 


TH Ohristian brotherhood in Miles Olty, 
Montana, seem to be in a somewhat similar 
condition to that of the white and colored Ma- 
sons in Galveston; they “don’t filyate wuff a 
cuss.” There appears to be the liveliest kind 
ot a scrimmage among the rival Sunday-rchool 
leaders down there, and Parson Alderson, who 
recently cut an additional notch in his sacer- 
dotal coup-stick by getting himseif heralded 
abroad a3 the first resident minister tothe nup- 
tial knot in the new burg. is out in a card 
urging young aspirante for heavenly cor- 
ners to come to his school, where “common 
senge is brought to bear in the investigation of 
Bible truths.” As an additional incentiv to tho 
good little boys and girls to desert his rival, the 
Rov. W. L. Austin, he promises, in one of his 
Sunday evening sermons, to " endeavorto show 
that the Lord did not send but simply per- 
mitted Mr. Austin to come to. Miles City ; or, if 
he comes properly accredited from the court of 
heaven, that he has acted contrary to his in- 
structions and should immediately resign,” 
and adds that ‘a lively time may be expected.” 
Of course the Rev. Austin will hav to hav his 
say,and we shall doubtless hear next week from 
bis side of the house, probably informing us 
that the Lord didn't know anything about the 
Rev. Anderson, and that the devil who sent him 
had better yank him back and sizz!e him on the 
coals, or words to that effect. And as,in Miles 
City nomenoelaturé, “a lively time" means a 
grand display of pistols. tomahawks, and 
bowie-knives, with broken noses, blackened 
eyes, and bloody physiognomies, and a corpse 
ortwo thrown in to complete the tableau, the 
dear little Sunday scholars of that moral burg 
will doubtless be hugely edified and blessed. 
If any truly good, pious, shoutder-striker of a 
Sabbath-school teacher is looking for a real 
nice place to run a Bible class on high pressure 
principles. we advise him to make a straight 
break for Miles City.— Virginia Cily ( Mon.) Mad- 


Events of the Week. 


A Locomortv to run ninety miles per hour has — 
been built by a Jersey firm. 


SEVERAL severe shocks of earthquake were 
felt at Dijon, France, on the 20th. 


NEARLY half a million immigrants landed in 
this country during the past year. Us 


OOL. INGERSOLL made a Republican stump © 
speech in this city on last Saturday, . 


ANOTHER lot of intruders, the third this year. 
has been arrested in the Indian Territory. 


A FAMILY of emigrants in Minnesota were 
frozen to death during the recent cold spell. 


TRE number of voters registered in this oity 
this year is greater by 34,000 than ever before. 


Lypra Magra CHILD, the well-known author. : 
ess, died on the 20th, in Wayland, Mass, aged . 
78 years, 4 

Five women were burnt to death in a burning ` 
shoddy manufactory in Otncinnati, Ohio, on 
the 20th. í 

FIFTEEN persons were seriously injured by & .. 
‘train collision at Jones Station, near Oincinnati, 
on the 20th. . j 

Fives persons were killèd and about thirty in- 
jured by two recent railway aoo dents near Ber« 
lin, Pruss!a. 

Ta weather in this city bas suddenly bacome 
quite cold, and a few flakes of snow were seen 
on Sunday last. 


GEN. Grant is being exhibited throughout 
this part of the country as asort of Garfleld 
campaign document. ^ 


1 

A GENERAL strike of coal miners in Denain, 
France, hae taken place, and troops have been ... 
ordered out to preserve order, uj 


Ninw oonviets,made insane by prison treats 
ment, were brought down from Auburn to the 
insane nBylums of this city last week. 


Tur steamer Alpena, wlth seventy persons on 
board, was lost during the late severe storm on 
Lake Michigan. Not a soul was saved. 


Tux South American republics, Peru, Ohill, 
and Bolivia, hav finally accepted the mediation 
of the United States in their little difficulty. 


A PIANO factory, containing eight hundred 
pianos, was destroyed by fire in this city on the 
24th, Loss, nearly a hundred thousand dollars, 


81x thousand barrels of coal oil per day hav 
been running to waste in the Bradford district, 
Pa.. forthe last three months for lack of store 
age capacity. 

THE Indian chief Victorio, who has been giv- 
ing so much trouble to the settlers in Arizona 
and New Mexico, with seventy of his braves. 
was killed a few days ago by a body of troops. 


THe last of the bodies of the victims to the. : 
Hudson River Tunnel accident hav been re- 
covered, the damage to the tunnel has been 
repaired, and the work will be pushed to com-. 
pletion as rapidly as possible. 


A GaNG of tramps, twenty-one in number. 
took possession of Susquehanna, Pa. on the 
'eod,and ran the place to suit themselva, tiil 
they got drunk, when they were arrested, 
chained together, and taken.to jail, 


A FARMER, near Syracuse, his wife, and a six- 
teen-year-old daughter recently got religion. 
They got it bad. The mother and daughter ~ 
thought God wanted them to fast, so they fasted 
till the girl starved to death, Itis feared that 
the man and woman will hav to be put inan ~ 
insane asylum, as religious mania is manifest. ` 


A BBAKEMAN on the Philadelphia and Erie. 
Railway & few days ago deliberately turned a 
switch so as to run two trains into each other 
in hopes of killing an engineer against whom 
he had à spite, The engineer escaped, but one 
man was killed and two wounded, and,both 
trains were wrecked, The Hendish brakeman 
is in prison, 

THe New York Zyuth has published a fac» 
simile of what purports to be a letter written by 
Garfield in favor of Chinese immigration and 
labor, Garfield denies having written the letter, 
but many of those familiar with his handwrit- 
ing pronouace the letter genuin. A hundred, 
thousand copies of the fac-simile hav been sent: 


to the Basle coast for distribution N 
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Letter from Europe.—No. 10.—Continued. 


Darmstadt is a town of 44,000 inhabitants, is sit- 
uated on a plain, and is very well built. The prin- 


~. cipal street, the heim strasse, leads from the sta- 


tion across the town to the Louisen Platz, and then 
on to the Schloss. In this building is a library of 
400,000 volumes, and many valuable manuscripts 
and curiosities. The collection of minerals, fossils, 
coins, antiquities, paintings, etc., are very good. In 
the picture gallery are some 700 paintings, and some 
of them considered of great value. In the public 
square stands a Doric column 140 feet high, with a 
large statue of Ludwig L, Grand Duke of Hesse, 
on the top. This is the home of Dr. Ludwig Büch- 
ner, the well-known Materialistic writer and Free- 
thinker, who was at the Brussels Congress, but I had 
not time to call and pay my respects to him. 

From Darmstadt the scenery is very fascinating 
al the way to Heidelberg. The Odenwald, or 


.- . Forest of Odin, is not far away the entire distance. 


“The hills,” says Howitt, * continually broken into 
by openings into romantic valleys, slope rapidly 
down to the plain, covered with picturesque vine- 
yards; and at their feet lie antique villages and the 
richly-cultivated plains of the Rhine, here thirty or 
forty miles wide. On almost every steep, project- 
ing hill or precipitous cliff stands a ruined castle, 
each, as throughout Germany, with its wild history, 
its wilder traditions, and associations of a hundred 
kinds.” 

It is indeed a marvelously lovely country. 
“ Here,” observes. the authoress of * Peasant Life in 
Germany,” “feudalism had her strongest fortresses, 
and here her institutions took firmest root. Here 
are scattered more thickly ruins that tell of the days 
of old, and every valley and hill-side teems with 
traditions which mark the footsteps of centuries, 
Every conqueror, from Cæsar to Bonaparte, has 
marched through its valleys, and the walls of these 
proud castles have echoed to the revelry and execra. 
tions of a hundred armies, as success or misfortune 
induced them to flee to them for refuge and 
shelter.” b 

Heidelberg is two hours’ ride from Darmstadt, 
and many flourishing towns and villages are passed 
~-on the way. The farmers were busily gathering 
their crops of hay, oats, and tobacco. The oats, 
however, are mainly harvested. Much hay yet re- 


| . mains to be cut—some on the low, flat meadows, 


and much of the second growth of clover. Of to- 
bacco, much is grown, and the harvest has just com- 
menced. For my own part, I would be glad could 
men learn that tobacco is of no real use to them; 
that it isin the aggregate productive of great in- 
jury ; that it does vastly more harm than good; 
that its use is filthy and offensive, and discontinue 
to raise it. But my wishes in this respect will 
never be gratified. Men will continue to grow it, 
smoke it, chew it, and snuff it a long time yet, per- 
haps as long as man exists. The infatuation for the 
weed is so great that no matter how filthy the use 
of it is, it will nevertheless be continued. 

Iam often amused to see the kind of teams used 
by the peasant farmers in this country. Ihave seen 
an ox and a horse harnessed together, an ox work- 
ing singly in a wagon, either in shafts, or with a 
tongue on one side and arope on the other, or at 
the plow. Ihave seen cows working, sometimes in 
pairs, and once saw a cow working alone. The 
drivers of these single bovine teams are usually 

“women, and all look out of place. I often see 
women at work in the hayfield, at digging potatoes, 
etc. But this kind of life, with the low grades of 
food used, makes these country women coarse, dark, 
scrawny, and unlovely ; it unsexes them to such an 
extent that I cannot approve of the custom. 

Heidelberg is another old town, and has a popula- 
tion of 22,000 inhabitants. It is noted for its uni- 
versity, where thousands of young men have taken 
their degrees in law and medicine, theology being 
relegated to colleges in other localities. Some eight 
hundred students are,in attendance at the Heidel- 
berg University the most of the time. 

The town lies along the left bank of the Neckar, 
just where the charming valley is bounded by the 
wooded ridges of Koningastubl and the Heligenburg, 


It seems to be close up to and almost between these 
two spurs of the Black Forest hills, and the narrow 
valley that extends up above the town and between 
the hiils is most picturesque. The beauty of its en- 
virons can hardly be overstated. Its drives .and 
promenades are lovely in the exreme. 

It has a large church of the Holy Ghost, from the 
fourteenth century, but as much-as I think of the 
Holy Ghost, I did not find time to visit it or him. 
I was too busy looking at the ruins of the old castle, 
and spying out its grandeur and its wonders. This 
old castle is, after all, the principal attraction of this 
solid, quaint old town. This extraordinary pile, 
reared by many hands in the course of many centu- 
ries, is a wonderful mingling of palace and fortress. 
Its foundation dates from the thirteenth century, 
and various electors made additions from time to 
time. In the Thirty Years War it suffered much, 
but was restored. In 1689 it was blown up, and in 
1693 it was so entirely dismantled that Louis XIV. 
issued vaunting medals proclaiming that Heidelberg 
was blotted out. At the commencement of the 18th 
century the castle to a large extent was restored to 
efficiency and splendor, but its destruction was 
again effected by lightning in 1764. Since then it 
has remained a ruin. It is a ruin of such magnifi- 
cence, extent, and grandeur that I think you will 
approve of my giving you the following description 
by Longfellow : 

“High and hoar on the forehead of the Jetten- 
buhl stands the castle of Heidelberg. Behind it 
rises the oak-crested hills of the Geisoberg and the 
Kaiserstuhl ; and in front, from the broad terrace of 
masonry, you can almost throw a stone upon the 
roofs of the town, so close do they lie beneath. 
Above this terrace rises the broad front of the 
chapel of St. Udalrich. On the left stands the slen- 
der octagonal tower of the horologue, and on the 
right a huge round tower, battered and shattered by 
the mace of war, shores up with its broad shoulders 
the beautiful palace and garden terrace of Elizabeth, 
wife of the Pfalzgraf Frederick. In the rear are 
older palaces and towers, forming a vast irregular 
quadrangle; Rudolph’s ancient castle, with its 
Gothic gloriette and fantastic gables; the Giants 
Tower, guarding the drawbridge over the moat ; the 
Rent Tower, with the linden trees growing on its 
summit; and the magnificent Rittersaal of Otho 
Henry, count palatine of the Rhine, and grand sen- 
echal of the Holy Roman Empire. From the gar- 
dens hehind tbe castle you pass under the archway 
of the Giant’s Tower into the great courtyard. The 
diverse architecture of different ages strikes the eye, 
and eurious sculptures. In the niches on the wall 
of St. Udalrich’s chapel stand rows of knights in 
armor, all broken and dismembered ; and on the 
front of Otho’s Rittensaal, the heroines of Jewish 
history and classic fable. You enter the open and 
desolate chambers of the ruin, and on every side are 
medallions and family arms, the globe of the empire 
and the Golden Fleece, or the eagle of the Cæsars, 
resting on the escutcheons of Bavaria and the 
palatinate, Over the windows and doorways and 
chimney-pieces are sculptures and moldings of ex- 
quisite workmanship ; and the eye is bewildered by 
the profusion of caryatids and arabesques and 
rosettes ; and the fan.like flutings, and garlands of 
fruit and flowers and acorns ; and bullocks’ heads, 
with draperies of foliage; and muzzles of lions 
holding rings in their mouths. The cunning hand 
of art was busy for six centuries in raising and 
adorning these walls; the mailed hands of time and 
war have defaced and overthrown them in less than 
two. Next tothe Alhambra of Granada, the castle 
of Heidelberg is the most magnificent ruin of the 
middle ages. 

* In the valley below flows the rushing stream of 
the Neckar. Close from its margin on the opposite 
side rises the mountains of All Saints, crowned with 
the ruins of a convent, and up the valley stretches 
the mountain current of the Odenwald. So close 
and many are the hills which eastward shut the val- 
ley in that the river seems a lake. But on the west- 
ward it opens on the broad plain of the Rhine like 
the mouth of a trumpet, and like the blast of a 
trumpet is at times the wintry wind through this 
narrow mountain pass. The blue Alsacian hills rise 
beyond, and on a platform or strip of level land 
between the Neckar aud the mountains, right under 
the castles, stands the town of Heidelberg, as the 
old song says, 


“(A pleasant town when it has done raining. ” 


I have scarcely seen anything in Europe that I 
have enjoyed more fully than this immense, grand 
old ruin of Heidelberg castle. The roof and dome 
are mostly gone, and little but the heavy walls 
remain; but as I followed the guide from court to 
room, from banqueting hail to saloon and chapels and 
bed rooms and larder and store-rooms and servants’ 
rooms and cellars and the forts where the warriors 
and artillery were stationed—when I saw it all and 
comprehended it my mind was filled with wonder 
and amazement at the magnitude of what man had 
achieved on that memorable spot, and how easily 
and ruthlessly the grand pile was destroyed. When 
in Paris and Versailles I could scarcely help feeling 


indignant toward the German army for the injury 
which in some cases they did to their magnificent 
palaces and to the works of art, but when I visited 
the castle of Heidelberg and saw where the Freneh 
had undermined the walls, twenty-three feet. in 
thickness, and let hundreds of. tons” of thë wall fall 
a part of the way down that precipitous declivity-— 
when I saw the vast ruin they had caused to the 
culptured walls, fagades, and statues which they 
destroyed, as well as the ruin of many other castles 
and towns, I felt to forgive the Germans for what 
they had done at Paris, and to think they only 
served the French about right, and I praised them 
for their magnanimity in not utterly destroying the 
beautiful city of Paris. They owed a heavy debt to 
the French, and it cannot be denied that they paid 
it in full. Oh, the havoc that has been made by 
war between neighboring Christian nations, both 
having the same religion, the same grand cathedrals, 
both worshiping the same God and the same images! 
There must be some serious defect in the whole in- 
stitution. It certainly is not the system of religion 
that it is pretended to be. Its followers have been 
devils rather than angels, it has dispensed misery 
and death rather than life and happiness. 

Friday was lovely, and when I stood upon the 
broad balcony of the castle and looked down upon 
the city at my feet, and upon the beautiful pano- 
rama of the country spread out before me, I felt all 
the rapture and admiration which Longfellow awak- 
ens in his faithful description. Dull must be the 


mind not to be thrilled and enthused at such a gur- - 


vey of the loveliness and grandeur of nature and the 
marvels and achievements of industry and art. 

The palace is reached by different roads and 
paths. I took the direct road from the station, under 
rows of shade trees and through the beautiful palace 
grounds. Carriages by the excellent roadway easily 


make the distance, but I preferred to walk, The 


distance is something over a mile from the station. 
The Jettenbuhl, the high hill on which the castle 
stands, according to the legend, was named after an 
enchantress and prophetess, Jetta, who was killed 
near there by a wolf, near where she uttered her 
weird prophecies, and related her strange stories in 
the days of myths and fable. 


The castle, including the courtyard with its fine. 


old fountain, must cover several acres, and contains 
curious points enough for me to write about for a 


week, but I must not weary you too much. I must,: 


however, tell you about the large wine casks I saw 
in the cellar under the Friedrichs-Bau. "When the 
guide showed me the tun that contains 10,000 gal- 
lonsI thought it the largest cask I had ever seen, 
but when he led me to another which holds 50,000 
gallons my marvelousness was excited. The vast 
cask is 33 feet in length and 25 feet in hight, the 
staves were four inches thick and the hoops six by 
seven inches and not more than eight inches apart. 
That vast reservoir was fllled with wine three times 
from the grapes grown on the opposite hills. They 
must have drank some wine in those days. 

In the same room or cellar the guide showed me 
a curious old clock, as he called it, made by the jes- 
ter of one of the old electors who once dwelt in 
this castle, and the statue of the jester stands be- 
side the curious clock which he made, the descrip- 
tion of which will perhaps startle you less than it 
did myself. The case and dial of the clock are 
plain and the works are the curious part.. The guide 
assured me the clock was running still, and if I would 
pull the string below the dial it would strike. 
Anxious to see all the curiosities I pulled the string 
when as quick as a flash the door of the clock flew 
open with a spring and a large fox’s tail was 
whisked into my face, whereupon the guide laughed 
heartily. I instantly saw the jester’s point, and the 
guide’s as well. I was startled for a moment, but 
was able to join in the laugh and take another look 
at the comical jester’s face, as he stood there about 
to take a glass of wine. Thousands have probably 
pulled that string to make the clock strike and re- 
ceived the whisk of the fox’s tail in their faces, 

In the chapel are some ancient paintings on the 
walls and a statue or two. In the courtyard I saw 
ivy upon the walls over two hundred years old, the 
stems of which are six to eight inches in diameter. 

But probably I have said enough about Heidel- 
berg castle. In the courtyard I saw an American 
lady and gentleman making sketches of the old 
ruins. They are artists, and have been in Europe a 
year or two, and intend remaining two or three 


years more. The lady is from. Maine, the gentleman 


from Washington. She intends to teach painting 
when she returns. She remarked, smilingly, that a 
person had to stay in Europe a few years before 
Americans could think them competent artists. ] 
had a pleasant chat of half an hour with them. 
Heidelberg has not, as a city, many peeuliarities 
worthy your attention. Its 800 students wear a 
uniform and ared cap. They drink a great deal of 
beer, and sometimes when in their cups have their 
quarrels, and have many times fought duels. They 
have grounds expressly for fighting duels upon, but 
it is not open to the public. But good-bye Heidel- 
berg. Let us take cars for Carlsruhe, which also lies 


nestled on the plain, close up to the Black Forest hills, 
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Carleruhe (Charles! rest) has a population of 45,- 
000. It is an old town, and has a good deal of his- 
tory which I will not now repeat. It has a pyramid 
of red sandstone to perpetuate its founder. It has 
algo several other statues and monuments, one of 
which is an obelisk to the Grand Duke Charles, It 
haa, too, a library, a museum of natural history, a 
winter garden, à botanical garden, and a hall of art 
adjoining. The town is built in the form of a semi- 
circle, all the streets radiating from the palace where 
formerly dwelt the Margrave, Charles of Baden, 
and the palace is seen from nearly every street in 

; the city, save Lange strasse, the finest street in the 
city. ; 

P Bat soon the cars bore us on to Oos, where we 
diverged by a branch road a very few miles to the 
noted watering place, Baden-Baden, which also lies 
on the plain but ‘closely nestles up to the Black 
Forest hill on the Oos river, and something like 
Heidelberg, nearly in the little valley where the 

- stream descends from the mountains. It has but 

some 1,100 inhabitants, but is a beautiful, romantic 
town, and is visited for its warm healing springs, 
much as is Wiesbaden. Some 50,000 persons visit 
Baden-Baden annually, and leave not a little money 
in the town. The place is called Baden-Baden to 
distinguish it from a Baden in Switzerland, and 
another in Austria. The buildings are fine, the 
promenades beautiful, and the town contains very 
much that is lovely. 
' In the bus from the station to the hotel I met Mr. 
E. P. Durant and daughter. We stopped at the 
same hotel and got somewhat acquainted. Of course 
my unpleasant sojourn at the Albany prison had to be 
talked over some, We attended the concert at 
Conversation Hall, which is on a similar plan to the 
Kursaal at Wiesbaden, though not so extensive. 
'The concert was out of doors; the pavilion or 
eanopy under which the band played is beautiful 
and showy. The hall for concerts, balla, ete., in 
bad weather is very rich indeed, and in that respect 
surpasses the Kursaal. It is also supplied with a 
reading room, where I spent an hour or more in 
looking over American papers. 

Before breakfast yesterday morning I visited one 
of thé finest springs in the town. The water is 
povring from a fine little fountain in an elegant 
building, with a portico in front two or three hun- 
dred feet long, with stately columns, and the walls 
covered with beautiful frescoes and statuary, and 
the grounds in front beautifully laid out with foun- 

“~~ tains; walks, and flowers, as the Germans so well 
know how to do, The wateris as hot asa person 
would wish a cup of tea—150 degrees—and has a 
slight saline taste. Many cures are performed at 
Baden-Baden, and it is a delightful place to stay if 
a person is only fortunate enough to have plenty of 
money. Many excursions are made from this point 
into the Black Forest country by carriage, on foot, 
ete. The environs of the town are very interesting, 
time and money being the requisites to fully enjoy 
then. 

I took the next train for Appenheim, where I di- 
verged again to Strasburg, the old French city in 
Alsace, which ten years ago was taken by the 
Germans, when Louis Napoleon made his unfortu- 
nate attempt to win military glory. The town con- 
tains 95,000 inhabitants, partly French and partly 
German. It is strongly fortified, but the German 
siege-guns were too powerful for it, and after a 

“bombardment of nine days it surrendered to the 
Germans, September 28,1870. But there is a deep 
dissatisfaction on the part of the French residents 
at the presence of Prussian soldiers and German 
rule, and some day that war will be fought over 
again, and with more bloody results. Both nations 
are preparing for that great contest, and it will be 
no child’s play when it comes. 

I stopped long enough in the old town to visit 
the celebrated cathedral, the monument to Gutten- 
berg, who was born there, the monument of Kleber 
and Marshal Saxe. I also took the tramway (horse- 
cars) and rode over the city, even to the fortifica- 
tions outside the town. un 

The cathedralis the great point of attraction in 
Strasburg. It isa most noble specimen of Gothic 
architecture, with its world-famous spire, 468 feet 
high. It was commenced in 1015 and not finished 
till 1439. The original design was to erect two 
towers equally. imposing in hight. Only one was 
erected, and not till many years after the body of 
the church was completed. The upper part of the 
spire is open-work, and looks almost fragile, but as 
it is of stone, it is far from being weak or tempo- 
rary. The ascent into the spire is made by 725 
steps, and I felt hardly enthusiastic enough to at- 
tempt it. The cathedral.is some four hundred feet 
in length and over a hundred feet in hight. One is 
struck upon entering it by its vast size and gloomi- 
ness. A circular window, 150 feet in diameter, pro- 
duces a striking effect. The stone columns are 
massive, and, as in many of the cathedrals, are cut 
to represent.a large number of columns grouped in 
one. On the columns are life-size statues of saints, 
etc., and on some of them are several stone angels 
with expanded wings, and in several tiers, one above 
another. The chapels are righly ornamented with 


statues, paintings, and all the paraphernalia-of these 
costly edifices. It is hardly worth while to speak 
of the carving in stone, which prevails in almost all 
of them ; but the carved stone pulpit—the work of 
the fifteenth century—is really a marvel, having on 
it a great number of statuettes representing great 
numbers of incidents pertaining to the old, oid 
‘story. 

The great attraction of this cathedral is the great 
Strasburg clock, which has astronomical and auto- 
matical work which has made it famous indeed. It 
strikes every quarter hour, when a figure of a small 
man moves up and strikes a bell, once, twice, thrice, 
or four times, as the case may be. When the hour 
is struck it 1s done by another figure, and on another 
bell. At 12 at noon, a cock flaps its wings and the 
twelve disciples come out and make a bow to their 
savior, who acknowledges their attentions by a re- 
turn bow. But I was two hours to late to see this 
bowing performance, and as I had seen the still more 
highly finished and elaborate astronomical clock 
by Meyer, of Detroit, upon the plan of this, I deemed 
it not worth while to wait twenty-two hours to see 
the apostles, I have seen them so many times and 
in so many shapes and styles, that I tbink I could 
comfortably live the balance of my life if I even 
never see another saint or apostle.. 

In the cars to Strasburg I met a young gentleman 
from Cincinnati, Mr. Loring Andrews, who is alse 
on a tour of inspection. We held pleasant converse 
together, comparing notes and giving views. We 
visited the cathedral together. He remained over 
night to see the apostles, while I took the cars at 
5.07 to return to Appenweir and then change for 
this place, Freiburg, where I arrived at about 9 P.M., 
feeling that I had passed a pretty busy week, and 
seen almost any amount of grand sights and curiosi- 
ties, 

Now I must briefly tell. you something about this 
pleasant town and then seal up my letter and send 
it off tothe land I love more than all other lands. 
Freiburg (freetown) has 37,000 inhabitants (6,000 
of whom are Protestants), is beautifully situated in 
the plain of the Rhine and at an altitude of 918 feet 
above the sea level. It nestles up closely to and 
almost in an openiog of the Black Forest Hille, It 
is also an old town and was once the capital of the 
mountainous and woody district of the Breisgau, and 
is the chief town on the upper Rhine. It is becoming 
very popular as a winter residence, the climate 
being dry and healthy. The living is eaid to be 


costumes of the Black Forest peasantry. 


to-day and I remained in my room writing this let- 
ter. In the afternoon when it had cleared off, I 
started out to see the town, its sights, and its magnifi- 
cent cathedral. You must know by this time that 
I am very partial to cathedrals; for I do not let one 
pass me at the towns I visit, when there is one, 
without taking a view of it. This is because of the 
grandeur of them, the stores of the works of art 
they contain, and perhaps on account of the foolish 
superstitions wrapped up in the whole system which 
built them and still sustains them, 

I found the fountains playing, stores open, people 
going hither and thither in quest of pleasure, mak- 
ing this as it ought to be everywhere a gala day—a 
day of recreation and amurement. On this score I 
like the Christians of Europe, notwithstanding all 
their stupid worship of saints and images, far better 
than their puritanical copyists of America, who 
make one day in seven—which is just as good as 
either of the other six—the most gloomy and doleful 
of all the days known. Yes, in respect to the ado- 
ration for Sunday and the Bible, I like the Catholics 
far better than the Protestants, 
little for either the Sunday or the Bible. If there is 
one thing particularly odious to human reason, 
human tastes, and human happiness, it is straight- 
laced, long-faced, hypocritical puritanism. I really 
wish America would learn to get along without it. 

The cathedral here is of red sandstone, and deco- 
rated without and within with almost endless statues 
and carvings, dating from the thirteenth century, 
Facing the principal portal, which is a most mag- 
nificent one, are the columns with statues of the 
Virgin, St. Lambert, and St. Alexander, the latter 
being the patron saint of the church, The portal 
itself is elaborately decorated with sculptures, there 
being no fewer than thirty-seven statues represent- 
ing the wise and foolish virgins, the sciences, saints, 
etc. On the walls between the columns were once 
brilliant paintings, but time has nearly effaced the 
colors as well as the statues themselves. The 
portal is forty or fifty feet in length, two-thirds 
as wide, and about tbe same in hight. The rich 
Gothie arch of the inner door is set fullof statuettes 
in stone which are very elaborate. The length of the 
interior is 342 feet, the breadth 100 feet, tbe hight 
100 feet. The stained glass windows are very rich 
and expensive. ‘The chapels are also more than 
usually rich and attractive, but I will not dwell. In 
oue is a representation in stone statuary of the Last 
Last Supper. It is life size. Jesus is among his 
twelve disciples, and they all.wear a rather sad 


old eities are not the prettiest on the top. 
steep tile roofs look ancient and are mossy with age. 
I like our flat-roofed buildings better. I saw also 
the big clock that tells the people of the town how 
rapidly time is flying away, and went in among the 
bells where the strikiug is done every quarter hour 
xn where the chimes are played—thirteen. bells in 
all. 
I stood there alone in that solemn place and saw the 

hammer strike the bells, and the ringing and rever- 

berations were almost; deafening there away up 150 

feet from the ground. Two of the bells are very ^. 
heavy, and weigh several tons each. The yokes and 

timbers which sustain them are strong and massive. 
The upper part of the tower is curious open scroll- 


their beads, and worshiping the virgin. 


cheap here, and on market days a fine opportunity 
is afforded for studying the peculiar customs and 


It rained for about six hours in the fore part of 


The first care very- 


expression, save Judas with the money bag, and 
he iooks malicious. 
who leans ‘his head on his master’s bosom and looks 
like a very young man. I'saw the Virgin again, 
dressed most gaily like a huge doll. I sawthe same 
yesterday in Strasburg. And again holding the 
dead Jesus, beard and all, after he was crucified. 
That idea was not taken from the evangelists. I 
will not stop to tell alll saw. It is getting late and 
I must retire. I have written quite enough. I did ~ 
however climb the spire as far as the stairs of 338 
steps go and viewed with wonder the great amount 
of skilled labor it cost. The spire or octagonal tower 
is 400 feet high, and I went up about two-thirds of 
that distance, but stopping to puff ocoasionally and 
gave thanks that there were no more of the stone 
steps to climb. But, oh, what a lovely view I had 
of the town more than two hundred feet below me, 
and also of the beautiful country round, tho plain to 


All have beards save John, 


the west and the vine-clad hills to the east! "These 


The 


The belfry must be thirty or forty feet across. 


work of the red stone, and the statues reach one hun- 


dred feet from the earth. 


` I saw in the cathedral, as in almost every case, 
people on their knees saying their prayers, counting 
i There is 
scarcely an hour in the day but what at least a few 
in the churches and cathedrals are attending to 
these, of course, very important devotions, Í 

The streets are clean and many of ihe sidewalks 
are curiously paved with small oval pebbles of 
uniform size, ground down so as to make a smooth - 
surface, and every ten or fifteen feet an ingenious 
device made by the stones of different colors—very 
neat and curious. Isaw several fountains, monu- 
ments, and statues, but I will not linger longer. 
The town is very pretty, and is calculated to last 
thousands of years. 

This is the last German town I expect to visit, and 
to-morrow I go to Switzerland. There are many 
other points in Germany I would like to visit, were 
not time and money limited, But I shall depart 
from the country very well satisfied. It is indeed a 
great country, and the country of great men, and 
old ruins and relios. 

The hotels are pretty good, tbough I do mot 
admire all their styles of cooking. I manage, how- 
ever, to get a plenty to eat. The beds and pillows 
are good and more of them than I have any use for. 
They furnish two large, broad pillows, and then a 
large half bed of eider down, half as large as the 
bed, and for which I cannot imagine any use, unless 


it is to lie on, which is wholly redundant, as there 
is a good bed without it. 


As a pillow it is wholly 
unnecessary, as wellas a covering at this time of 


the year. 


The hotels here, like all the hotels on the conti 


nent, have no gas in the sleepirig rooms, and depend 


wholly on eandles, for which they are always sure 
to charge extra in the bill, sometimes half a mark, 
sometimes a mark. As it does not take me more 
than two minutes to undress and get into bed, an 
eighth of an inch of the candle is all that is burned, ` 
and ten or twenty cents is too much to charge forso 
little. As I am opposed to paying for what I do 
not use, I have sometimes let the candle burn all 
night or till three in the morning, so as to feel that 
I had used the candle, I find I can sleep as well by 
candle light as in the dark. That, after all, how- 
ever, is rather poor satisfaction, and when the room 
is small I let it pass and pay for the candle without 
burning it. There will not, by the bye, be much of 
the candle left which I use to-night ; it is nearly 
burnt out, so good-night. Ishall in a few hours be 
off for Switzerland, and you very likely may hear 
from me again. Adieu till then. D. M. B. 
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THEY were just closing up the Sunday-school at "West 
Pawlet by repeating the Lord's Prayer. All stood except 
one, behind him stood a young man having Baptist parents, 
and who had beeu reared under the divine influence of the 
Sunday-school, taught to say his prayers, and go to church, 
He began, ** Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be"— 
and thea whispered to the doy just ahead, “Get up and 
pray, you lazy devil!” 


THERE is trouble in the Baptist church at Rutland, Vt. 
Some wealthy members had a party and they danced, 
Dancing being very wicked, the people who dance will, with- 
out doubt, go to hell, A church meeting was called, and 
they were going to overhaul them little, But the dancery 
eft the church and went to another, ` M val pado 


Mr. Chainey Replies to Mr. Leland. 

To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SSEKEB, Sir: Will you 
permit me a brief reply to Mr. Leland’s strictures on. the 
“ order of my going ” from the National Liberal League? 

I think all liberal-minded people will think it rather a 
sorry business to denounce ote as a traitor for leaving whst 
he never joined. shall not repeat here the ample reasons 
given for the tardiness of my action. I wish to say, how- 
ever, most emphatically, that Í never indicated to any one 
that I was in full accord with the action of the Chicago 
Congress. As expressed in my letter, I found so much 
right on both sides that I did not fora time know exactly 
how to shape my action so as to be just to all, 

The decision to start a new movement under wiser and 
more liberal methods was the final Key to the problem. 

As to my not setiding my letter to the secretary, I was not 
aware that any official red tape had to be gone through with. 
If such be the case, I knew it not, aad so do not hold my- 
self in any way responsible to it. 

In regard to my contemplated gettlement;in New York, 
the surrender seems to me to be ell on the other side. Mr. 
Wakeman, after hearing me lecture in Hornellsville, ex- 
pressed a desire that I should receive a call to New York. 
I informed him that I had some expectation of assisting on 
a newspaper to be started by Mr Ingersoll, but that if the 
two could be made to go together I would accept such a 
call We had several interviews in regard to this, and the 
final understanding was that: it would be better to simply 
arrange for a temporary course of lectures, 80 that we could 
see how we liked each other, I had no idea that any cpin- 


Communications. 


The National Secular Association. 


The '* Public Call” for this movement, signed by Inger- 
&oll, Green, and some fifty others, is not a formidable doc- 
ument. Many of the signers are Abbot Liberals, others are 
sémi-Spirito-Bundy Liberale, others are personal followers 
of Col. Ingersoll, and the rest are wholly utknown. We 
miss the name of F. E Abbot from the list, and the paper 
is altogether incomplete without it, The name of his next 
friend, B. F. Underwood, falla far short of making good the 
omission. Underwood does not believe in organization, but 
is on hand every time to foment a bolt from one. 

"We are surprised also not to find among the first on the 
Jist the name of Gen. Roberts, the fighting editor of Mind 
and Matler, till we look half way down the column and see 
the name of Col. Bundy, another fighting editor of another 
Spiritual journal—then we sre no longer surprised. These 
swordsmen of the spirit, sleshing each other just like any 
fleshly heathen gladiators a long way this side of the skies, 
would not sign the same declaration of independence to- 
gether, if they knew it would transform their common 
country into a blessed summer land. 

"The officers of existing unbolted auxiliary Leagues who 
giv their names to the call are very few—just a dczen 
Leagues in all out of 202, so that Ingersoll and Green are five 
times worse beaten by an appeal to the Leagues through 
their confidential circular than they were by the delegates 
at Chicago, where the Colonel was so shocked because a 
vote of 62 against 28 would impose a platform upon an 
absent voting constituency of one thousand, But it does 
not follow because a president or secretary permitted his 
name to this call that even these dozen Leagues will **sever 
their connection," as they are required to do by the ‘‘ con- 
fidential circular," to qualify themselvs for admission to 
this new fellowship. ‘Ihe severence of connection of only 
one auxiliary has been sent to me, and that one ia Col. 
Ingersoll’s own at Washington. The split, then, assumes 
much less formidable proportions than the bolt at Syracuse, 
and amounts to no split at all. Two men bolted at Chicago, 
one was expelled, and one auxiliary has withdrawn—that 
is all. 

Mr, Potter, of the Index, tendered the whole ‘‘ Leagtie of 
America” left on his hands by Mr. Abbot, but only two 
of these allow themselvs to be delivered by this call ; and 
on behalf of the National Liberal League, in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER two weeks ago, I offered a score or two of ours to 
set'em up handsomely. But they seem attached to the old 
homestead of total and absolute separation of church and 
state, and refuse to rally under a flag that lowers the stand- 
ard and separates churoh and state only in good easy spots 
&nd respectable places. 

However, we sincerely hope they will succeed for what- 
ever good they may do. We hope they wiil prove enough 
of a competitor to the National Liberal League to keep our 
own troops on the alert and our own armor bright and 
burnished. ‘There are two main Liberal bodies in England 
—why not here? Between them both the church; I sm 
aure, will get small aid and comfort. Two blades of Lib- 
eral grass growing where only one grew before will be no 
glad tidings for their rejoicing. Jack Sprat who could eat 
no fat will be a perennial character as long as this is a 
world of unaccountable tastes. Green and Ingersoll ere 
entirely welcome to all the lean that don't come to us—for 
we are so "broad" and yet so ‘‘narrow ” that we like and 
find no difficulty in digesting both. We naturally hope to 
retain with us all the able-bodied omnivor® who let 
‘good digestion wait on appetite,” 

The one thing to be deprecated about the *' shop over the 
way” is its exclusivness. It seems to be more concerned 
about whom and what it shall keep out than whom it will | 
take in. Ithas started out on a career of tucking up its 
skirts. If anything wil make it die young, that will. 
“ Confidential circulars ” are sent to the very elect, Tick- 
ets of admission haY to be sent for in advance, as if these 
fifty odd gentlemen would know one another without a pass 
into a hotel parlor; connection must be severed with the Na 
tional Liberal League, and a flaming sword points up and 
down and all around the doors and halls of the Grand Pacific, 
"What a time the reporters will hav getting admission, even 
if they are let in at all! 

One thing more should be noted--not a woman graces 
this ‘ Public Cil] with her signature, another sure sign of 
an early grave; Green, in his determination that there 
shall be no free trade in love, puta 4 tariff absolutely pro-. 
hibitory upon it, to the great profit and joy of smugglers ; 
and Ingersoll, in his lectures ridiculing *'long-haireà men 
and short-haired women," and needing to draw the line 
somewhere, draws it on hair—so between them both the 
platter gets licked again. We issue no papal ey!labus on 
heads or hearts or hair. Col. Bundy, with his short crop, 
will be as welcome as Mrs. Colman, with her profusion, if 
he behaves himself as well. 

Any how, success to the new concern; but it should know 
there are perils in store in the future, perils as wel] from 
the poverty of exclusion as from the exuberance and embar- 
ras de richesse of inclusion, T. C, LELAND 

—— Oo 


Friends, Come Out. 


To THE EDITOR oF TuE Trura BEEKEB, Sir: Please 
say in your paper that the Northern Wisconsin Spiritual 
Conference has secured the talented and gentlemanly speak- 
er, J. K. Appleby, of Chicago, as its principal speaker for 
the next quarterly meeting, D:c 10, 11, and 12, 1880. The 
Chicago, Milwaukee, and 8t. Paul Railway bas kindiy 
offered reduced fare for this meeting. So, frienda, turn out. 
^ Am l DR J. €, Porus, Soc, 


had anything to do With this matter. All who know any- 
thing about me know that I entertain very great admiration 
and affection for Mr. Ingersoll. I supposed this call was to 
come from Liberals, not from orthodox, I never dreamed 
that the Chicago resolutions were to be presented to me as 
the sacred canons of New York Liberalism, which, after 
kissing, I was to solemnly swear to ever believe; obey, and 
defend. I ha¥ broken from my neck the yoke of two 
ecelesiastical tyranniés, and hav no intention whatever of 
submitting it toa third. I cannot think that so orthodox 
an interpretation can extend further than Mr, Leland, and 
so I wish to say in this connection that if there are any Lib- 
erala in New York, it matters not to me whether they 
belong to Mr. Frothingham’s society, the Bociety of Hu- 
manity, or the Liberal Club, and they want to employ 
me to giv them in a course of lectures my best 
thought and life, I ani teddy to accept the offer on 
the tost liberal terms, In regard to my action 
being infizenced by Mr. Ingersoll’s personal generosity, I 
hav the most unmixed contempt and scorn for the spirit 
that prompted such a judgment. It is orthodox to the back- 
bone, It belongs to the prayer-meeting and conventicle. If 
the author of it was ever sfflicted with superstition his 
prayers must hav been companions to that of Holy Willie. 
It’s of the same cloth as the outcry of the church aiainst a 
man who dares to change his opinions after they gave him 
fifty dollars to go to school with or to help him in a poor 
parish; This spirit runs all through Mr. Leland’s letter. 
Because some one Was working for me in New York I 
ought not to hav any opinion but theirs. When did Í adver: 
tise my conscience or judgment tolet by the week or month? 
1t this letter is a fair revelation of Mr. Leland’s moral sense 
no wonder he thinks that Mr. Ingersoll hires adherents with 
money. Bat the truth of it is, Mr. Ingersoll is & man cf & 
different sort. He never dreamed of buying any one's in- 
tellectual service. He understands too well the value of 
independence. He hates with all his being the very shadow 
of slavery. His action at Chicago was in part the result of 
his recoil from such a construction of Liberalism, Iu speak- 
ing with him on this subject at Hornellsville, in connection 
with my recent experience in leaving the church, he said: 
‘There is nothing I detest more than this spirit of owner- 
shipin man, Why, I would think just as much of you if you 
should go back to the Methodist church tozmortów,? But Mr. 
Leland would evidently call me “ a villain—a twice-datined 
villain.” There is another side to this financial matter, Mr. 


Hornellaville, Out of that we each paid seventy-five dol- 
lars towards the expenses of the Convention. Modesty 
forbids me to speak of myself, but I do know that what Mr, 
Green received w4s not so large in proportion to the service 
as what was paid to others. i 

Iam sorry that Mr. Leland is do ofthodox. The redéem- 
ing feature of his letter is that ho quotes so much froi 
Shukspere. But if there be dreams in that sleep of death, 
surely the great poet must be sadly saying, 

“To what base uses we may return !” 
-Adieu, GEORGE CHAINEY, 


i 
A Last Word on Politics. 


action taken, I hav no more to say. 


tpe Truth) Seeker, October 30, 1860. 


ion I might entertalh toward the Leagüé or Col. Ingersoll! 


Ingersoll gave Mr. Green and myself a beacfit lecture at 


‘Mtr. Walker is late in replying to a last summer’s article 
of mine on politics. Anything the other side of the Con- 
gress at Chicago he might let rest. I do. I wrote to 
influence the action there. "That being over and no political 


But Mr. Walker challenges my fairness, and [ must clear 
that up. Hehadssid he would bolt if the Congress resolved 
for Hancock. I said sportsmen had appropriate names for 
players who come into a game to rake in the bets if they win, 
but repudiate if they lose, but I would '' name no names,” 
or words to that effect, Now he says: '''This is unfair of 
him. There is no dishonesty where fair notice is given of 
the player's intention," That is to cay, it is at the option of 
any player to giv notice of intention to violate rules of the 
game. By thisingenious, nót io say ingenuóus ‘device, he 
relieves himself of dishonésty. But sportémen .hav other 
names for players not socordibg jo’ Hoyle. Ageia I leaye 
ibemio'nametbeuseeg" ^ 7 C 75 055 CD OR dapi 
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Dear Bro. Walker, when you “go West, young man,” be 
| sure you steer clear of '' Poker Flat, You will get dead 


! broke in more senses than one. 
—— M ——————— 


The New Split in the Liberal League. 


To TEE Ébirow or ‘iam TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: I obgerve 
another schism has taken place in the Nationat Liberal 
League, and that a call has been niade for à convention to 
consider the propriety of starting another orgavization, 
Well, I hav no objection to a convention for discussing the 
matter, but I had hoped that as the long-coutinued contro- 
versy between the Jndew and Tum TRUTA SEEKER has 
ended steps would be taken toward effecting a general 


T. C. L. 


{fraternity of all the disaffected sects aud factions looking to 


a consolidated unity instead of further division. It we 
could find a common ground on which all Freethinkers can 
meet and fraternize it would certainly be & glorious thing, 
and I should prefer to lend a helping hand to this move- 
ment. ; 

There might doubtless be some improvements made in the 
platform and principles of association as we learn by expe- 
rience and grow wiser each day. I hav been too much em- 
barrassed and harrassed with financial troubles and tribula- 
tions. which hav threatened to ruin me pecuniarily and turn 
me out of house and home to pay much attention to the 
grounds of controversy which caused the division at Ohi- 
cago, and should want further time to investigate ihe mat- 
ter before I giv an opinion on the propriety of slartiug a 
new erganizition. I shall not, therefore, resign my office 
as & member of the National Hxecutiv Committee till I oan 
hav time to examine the question more thoroughly, 

A word on politics, My rule is, if I vote stall, to vote 
the most reformatory ticket. 'Tnis would compel me to 
vote for Weaver ; aad if Conkling's speech may be relied 
upon, made recently in New York city, the Democrats ara 
far in advance of the Republicans in reform and almost 
equal to the Greenbackers, hence Hancock will be my 
second choice, As for Garfield, his own Republican con- 
stituents hav charged him with several acts of wholesale 
swindle and legal robbery as disgraceful and infamous as 
ever sent any man to the siate prison, He seems to hav 
the worst political record of any office seeker in the nation, 

Riéhmond, Ind. Kunsux GRAVES, 
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Organization of a National Secular Association. 


[Mr. Green has sent this call with a request that we pub- 
lish it; whieh we cheerfully do.] 


An informal meeting will be held at the parlors of the’ 
Grand Pacific hotel, in the city of Chicago, on the 15:h day 
of November next, at 3 o'clock P. M, for the purpose of 
organizing a national Association for the specific object of 
secularizing the state, The Asaociation to be formed on & 
basis broad enough to admit members regardless of their 
religious or non-religious opinions, and narrow enough to 
exélude all “ hobbies? not gerniane to the question of state 
seculari#ation. 

To this Conféretice is invited one delegate from each aux- 
iliary Liberal League that approves of this movement ; one 
delegate from any other society in sympathy with the pro- 
posed meeting, and one delegate from any neighborhood or 
tewn, where ten or more persons reside, who favor this call, © 
but where no secular organization exists. É 

Robert G Ingersoll, Rev M J Savage, Prof J E Olivet, 
Rev Charles Grames, Robert O Spencer, Robert Peet, Carl 
Jonitz, F A Wichelman, Clayton F Woods, W E Parker, G 
H Walser, Geo Chainey, 8 B McCracken, Wm Estus, W 8 
Bush, J M Shelliag, S Black, Wm Chester, Sr, F A Kerns, 
Hon A Krekel, B F Underwood, E Campfield, Hon James 
M Pratt, John W Truesdell, A G Humphrey, MD., Thomas 
Dugan, C J Herbold, Rey Samuel P Putnam, Dr J M Mom 
roe, A B Brown, Alonzo Lucky, E D Stark, C P Farrell, 
Col John C Bundy, © Dunning, W H Wakefield, David 
Fee'es, Chas A Wardan, Rev J H Burnham, Edwin M 
fea ing, E:q , Peter Tanner, Wm R Lazenby, M Newton, 
E B Taylor, Joseph Singer, Frank Hart, Eigar M Sellon, 
D L Boutell, G B Fleming, C C Richardson, A L Brainard, 
P Himrod, Esq, Dr C H Michner, Allen Johnson, H L 
Green, O W Steele, John Stone, Wm Moellwarth. 

P. S Tickets of admission to this Conference will be 
furnished the delegates, ou application, by H L Green, 
Temporary Seoretdry, Salamanca, N. Y. The Grand 
Pacific Hotel will entertain delegates at the rate of $2.50 
per day ; the Parker Howse, at 187 West Madison sweet, 
Chicago, for $1 25 per day. 
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They Don't Lower Their Flag. 


The members of the Barber’s Creek Liberal League, 
Rapids City, Ill; and LeClaire, Iowa, are unanimous in 
heir emphatic approval of the action of the Fourth Annual 
Congress of the National Liberal League, in demanding the 
total repeal of the Comstock postal laws. 

We regard it as the merest and most trifling legal quib- 
bling to say that because the Congress made this righteous 
demand it thereby denies the right of the general govern- 
ment to arraign and try the violators of ita iaw», in ita own 
courts. 

No such sophistry can justify any auxiliary League ii 
trailing its flag in the mire of ignominious surrender, 

We regret the retreat of Col. Ingersoll and H, L. Green, 
but believing a8 they do, that if we demand the repealof 
this unconstitutional law we should lose caste in the eyes of 
the world, they cannot perhaps be blamed for retiring from 
the field on the eve of battle and in the face of the foe. 

We hav full faith that for every tired soldier who steps 
from the ranks and marches to the rear, to the music of the 
enemy’s retreating cannon, one hundred stanch recruits 
will spring to the front to compete for the. vacant place. 

Rapid City Liberal League stands firm by T. B. Wake- 
man and the action of the Fourth Annual Congress, ^ ` 

jeg N . _,Dennis BASNES, Pres, — 
a. . Manta D, Founser, See, 
Tove, Qot, al, 1880, Rohe a 3m \ 
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[From the London Republican] 
An American Free Press Hero, 


At the International Congress of Freethiukers, recently 
held in Brussels, I had the great pleasure of meeting Mr. D, 
M, Bennett, editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER (New York). 
In America, Mr, Bennett is well known as a fearless and 
determined upholder of the rights of publication ; and the 
case with which his name is generally associated bears a cu- 
rlous resemblance to the famous Knowlton pamphlet, de- 
fended by Mr. Bradlaugh and Mrs. Besant, although they 
were not the original publishers, Mr. Bennett was charged 
with “mailing” (that ie, selling through the post) a pam- 
phiet by a Mr. Heywood on the marriage question. Com- 
stock (‘he American equivalent to our Collette), of the Vice 
Society, appears to hav instituted the proceedings, but it 
was Mr. Bennett’s outspoken heterodoxy that had aroused 


. against him the enmity of the churches, and Comstock was 


but the tool of the religious .bigots. The man with whom 


* they had to deal, however, was not one likely to fall an 


easy prey. Just after his arrest, Mr. Bennett used these de- 
termined words : " My only object in selling this pamphlet 
is to vindicate the liberty of thought, of the press, and of 
the mails I hav always annourced that I did not approve 
of it, but as long as Mr. Heywood dces, I declare that he 
has a right to mail it as a part of his right to publish it and 
as a necessary part of the freedom of the press," ‘And then 
he added: ‘If this means that I am to go to prison, to 
prison let it be.” 

The cace was brought to trial, and, on the part of the 
prosecution, every nerve was strained, not only to secure a 
conviction, but to bring the heaviest punishment on the 
defendant, The district attorney held up TSE 'TauTH 
BEEKER, and said to the jury: ** This is the paper that he 
publishes, and it is read weekly by fifty thousand people.” 
The jury consisted of sversge Christian men, ‘and this 


; appeal to their religious prejudice was not without its cff:ct. 


A little pamphlet, entitled, “An Open Letter to Jesus 
Christ,” was also read to bias the minds of the jury against 
the defendant. The judge appears to hav been unfair in 
the extreme, for, says Mr. Bennett, '* Judge Benedict said 
if they saw anything that had any tendency of any kind to 
produce any unpleasant effects upon anybody—if, 1r—I 
should be convicted. It was all '* cut and dried " before I 
was brought into that court that I should be convicted, but 
what could I expect? I am an Infidel. I don’t believe as 
much asthey say I ought to, but I believe all I can,” 

The trials and hardships to which he was subjected during 
his imprisonment would have broken the fortitude of any 
man not sustained by a consciousness of right. But, 
through privation and labor, to which he was unfitted, 
brought on.an iilness that threatened to end his career, 


.. D, M.-Bennett did not. flinch one step from the course he 
had marked out for himself. 


_He was not idle during the long and weary term of hia 
jmprieonment. His spare time he devoted to the prepara- 


. tion of an elaborate work of a Freethought nature, and, at 


Brussels, Mr. Bennett took me into his apartment and 
showed me two thick octavo volumes, esch containing, I 
should judge, nearly one thousacd pages, which were the 
result of his prison labors. Each volume was adcrned with 
a frontispiece ; one represented the author in big natural 
condition as a free citizen, the other was his portrait as he 
appeared in prisop, with criminal garb, cropped head, and 
closely shaven face. 

On his liberation, a vast and enthusiastic meeting was 
convened in Chickering Hall, New Yoxk, to welcome him. 
Speaking on this occasion, Mr. Bennett said : *' I was tried, 
ostensibly, upon the charge of mailing obscene literature, 
The book is not obscene! Attorney-General Devens, Secre- 
taries Sherman, Schurz, Pardon Clerk Judge Gray, and 
many others connected with the government, hav read it 
with care, and none of them thought it was obscene, They 
perhaps did not. approve of the argument or the theory of 
the pamphlet, but it was not an obscene work. President 
Hayes said I had committed no crime, and that I did not 
deserve imprisonmen*, But still President Hayes, in spite 
of this, disregarded the voice of justice and mercy and 
listened- to the commands of the church and kept me in 
prison, though at the time my health was seriously failing, 
and grave apprehensions were entertained as to my life." 

Mr. Benneti’s bravery and determination were heartily 
recognized throughout the United States. At the meeting 
above referred to were present friends from Buston, Spring- 
field, Newark, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Harrisburg, Road- 


ing, Rochester, and even from states so distant as Illinois. | 


From all parts of the states came delegates of the National 
Liberal League, the great Freethought. organization of 
America. The chair was taken by the Hon. Elizor Wright 
of Boston, and the sympathy of the best men and women in 
America was mauifested either by presence at the meeting 
or, where that was impracticable, by letters full of hearty 
greeting and friendship. Thus was Bennett welcomed on 
his return from captivity. ] 

Mr. Bennett is now in Europe, and in a very sbort time 
will revisit this country, He spent a day or two in London 
before proceeding to Brussels, From that city he told me 
he should go to Swi'zerland, Germany, and Italy, where he 
desired to see ** old Vesuvius,” He thon intends to pass a 
short time in this country before returning to. America, 
Surely we shall not allow so distinguished a visitor to come 
among us and to go away without some public recognition 
of his services and testimony of admiration for his stead- 
fastness under suffering for conscience’ sake, In honoring 
him we should honor ourselvs ; for we should testify that 
we admire heroism and devotion to the right, 

GEORGE STANDRING. 


` JaNonanck, when it is voluntary, is criminal, and he 
may properly be charged with evil who refuses to learn how 


to prevent it 


+F most scholars, 


Michigan State Association of Spiritualists and | 


Liberalists 
Will hold its third quarterly meeting in connection with the 
VanBuren County Society’s quarterly, at Paw Paw, com- 
mencing Friday, Nov. 12th, at 2:30 P.x, and closing 
Sunday evening, Nov. 14th. 

The followiog speakers, A. B. French, Clyde, Ohio; Mrs. 
E. C. Woodrnff, South Haven; M. Babcock, St. Johns; Mrs. 
M. C. Gale, Flint, hav been engaged. Mr. and Mrs. A. M. 
Jordan, of Battle Creek, are expected to furnish the music. 
Longwell's Opera House has been engaged for the occasion, 
and the Committee of Arrangements will spare no pains in 
arranging for the comfort and entertainment of friends from 
abroad. Reduced hotel rates. Board and rooms at hotels, 
seventy-five cents and one dollar per day. An admission fee 
of ten cents for each adult will be taken at the door on Sat- 
urday and Sunday evenings to defray expenses, All friends 
of the Spiritual and Liberal cause are invited to be present 
at this union meeting, as ample accommodation will be pro- 
vided for all who may wish to attend, and a good time may 
be confidently expected.. E. L. WARNER, Paw Paw, Sec. 

VanBuren C.unty Society. 
FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

Mrs. R. A. Sheffer, South Haven; Dr. J. V. Spencer, 
Battle Creek; Mrs, J. E. Corbett, Detroit; J. M. Haslett, 
Charlotte; Mrs, G. Merrill, Lansing. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

Dr. A B. Spinney, Detroit; Berj F. Stamm, Detroit; Hon: 
J. H. White, Port Huro», Directora. 

L. B. BunDicx, Kalamszo, Pres. 

Miss J. R. LANE, Detroit, 

‘Sec, Mich. State Ass'n. of S. and L, 
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Glorious Yahoos. 


To TBE EDITOR or Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Eighteen 
hundred years ago it is supposed one Pliny wrote some let- 
ters to various friends. Eighteen hundred years ago ore 
Plato publiehed some letters or lessons, No doubt such 
men lived, for we bav the universal testimony of all writers 
of their age to the fact. We know they lived just for the 
same reasons we know Milton, Pope, or Chuucer lived, or 
that any one lived who died over a hundred years ago, Yet 
although some hav questioned whether these men ever wrote 
the letters mentioned, no one ever has doubted that the men 
lived and wrote and taught eighteen hundred years ago. But 
the letters hav. been analyzed searchingly. On the slighteet 
tact being shown to discredit one of them under the rules of 
logic the letter is cast aside. Yet it is of no great impor- 
tance to any one whether they aro true or false. Still, the 
slightest contradiction or suspicious circumstance mentioned 
on impossible date or false geography causes all scholardom 
to turn up its nose and howi coyotishly. Who ventures to 
regard it as genuin him the world regards as non compes. 

Eighteen hundred years ago, it is asserted, one Jesus 
Christ lived, taught, and died; spake a3 never man spake, 
created great civil uproar ina great city, died amid tremen- 
dous civic commotion and such elemental strife and awful 
phenomena as ia men’s minds must hav eclipsed ten thou. 
sand Pompeian earthquakes and the memory of all the won- 
ders that ever befel the earth. He left to hundreds of his 
followers such magic power as men never before pretended 
to hav, and they went forth teaching and doing wondera, 
surpassing those of Hercules. So says a book purporting to 
hav been written by half a dozen of his followers, Outside 
of this book there is not the slightest pretense that ever any 
mention was made of these wonders. We hav books now 
extant by men who delighted to record all wonders and who 
lived near to these doers of miracles. Yet not one word of 
corroboration! When we examin these books for interna) 
evidence, what then? ‘ 

The grand miracle, foundation of all, the divine, miracu- 
loug, virginal birth of the grand wonder worker rests solely 
upon an old man’s dream, related at hearsay by one who 
never met the wonder-worker till that worker was over 
thirty years of age, And the relators differ fatally among 
themselvs as to tiae, circumstances, and other facts, 

But all stands on the birth. If it be not atrictly as 
claimed, all the miracles of life and death are naught. Yet 
one fixes it in the days of Herod, the king, making certain 
Egyptian experience necessary; another puts it after Cyren- 
jus had ruled, which was, we know, after the death of 
Herod the king and the reign of his son Archelaus. 

The books profess to be the testimony of four witnesses, 
yet relate events, sometimes giving verses verbatim, the 
same, whereas, the unimpeachable canons of criticiam de- 
clare that were two witnesses to the same act to relate the 
story of it, word for word, alike, even to the extent of a 
few lines, without collusion, 'twere a miracle equal to the 
removal of a mountain by the prayer of one whose faith ia 
equal to a grain of mustard. They declare as much as that 
such & coincidence is utterly impossible. Impossib!e! Hail, 
age of Yahoost : 

And yet some of our grave, venerable, owlish humbugs 
will, in conclave, seriously weigh the evidences of Chris- 
tianity and announce their driveling platitudes with all the 
solemnity of little Jack Horner, who ''putin his thumb, 
and pulled out a plumb, crying, What a shrewd boy am I." 
No wonder men hav lost all rrspect for courts of law when 
they see grave law writers and judges prostitute their brains, 
as shown in the Dred Scott, 7 to 8, and D. M. Bennett cases, 

Oregon, Mo. CLARE IRVINE. 

oe ——— 


‘Tree is a great strife between the Sabbath-schools at 
West Pawlet; Vt. There are two churches—the place is 
not able to support one decently. But they got up some 
feelings and are haying great times to seo which will get the 
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‘God and Man. 


To ram EprTOR or Tue TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: Before 
the Libersl League of this city a lecture was delivered yes- 
terday on “The Existence of God.” For this reason I beg 
leave to cffer you the following lines on the subject for 
publication in your valuable newspaper, : i 

God is the sum total of the laws filling, ruling, and main- : 
taining the universe. The universe is infinit as to time 
and space. God, or the laws of the universe, is infinit as ` 
to existence and operation. The universe consists of an 
infiait number of globes revolving in infinit space. Said 
space is called heaven and to said globes the name of 
heavenly bodies is given. One of these heavenly bodies is 
our earth. Man, therefore, as an inhabitant of the earth 
livs in heaven from his birth to his death. : 

Man is a product of the earth. Because the earth is a 
result of God, or of the eternal laws of the universe, man ia 
also a product of God or of said laws, "Ine eternal laws of 
the universe that specially fill, rule, and maintain our globe 
or planet are called laws of nature. Man, therefore, more 
properly speaking, is a product of the laws of nature. If 
man strictly obeys the laws of nature he will feel happy; 
otherwise he will not. His whole nature, eccordiag to his . 
three principal organa, heart, brain, and stomach, is divided 
into three parts, hia mental, his mora', and his bodily 
nature, Man, because he is filled, ruled, and maintained by 
the laws of nature, has a certain amount of ivnate knowl- 
edge of these laws; other knowledge of them he acquires by 
his own observation, and the rest of his knowledge of them 
is the product of civiliz.tion, that is, of the observation of 
sll men of all ages, Man not existing mentally, morally, or 
bodily before his birth, his life seems to constitute his whole 
existence, and death to put an end to his mental, moral, and 
bodily existence, For physical reasons there seems to be no 
immortality of the soul, life and soul meaning the same 
thing. Man may become immortal by his deeds that benefit 
mankind, Schiller, the German poet, says, '* He who has 
satisfiud the best men of his age has lived for all ages." 

Man is sometimes called person. Person implies a body 
and means a mundane being. Oaly a man or a woman 
can be a person, Nothing else isor cau bea person, God, 
the sum total of the laws of the universe, is, nor can be, no 
person or mundane being. God, the eternal laws of the: 
uaiverss, can neither be seen nor spoken to in the form or: 
shape of a person, that ie, of à man or a woman. All laws, 
eternal Jaws included, are without blood and nerves, and hav 
of course go bodily existence. "There is, therefore, no per- 
sonal mau-like God. Man, as a bodily and perishable pro- 
duet of the laws of nature and of the universe, is of course 
mentally, morally, aud bodily formed according to these 
laws. He is subjzct to them with or without his will and 
consent. God exclusivly means eternal Jaws and no person 

at all, either a man or a woman, with a bodily, perishable 
nature, Very rezpectfully yours, 

St. Louis, Mo., Oct. 18th. Joun G&onax HunTWIG. 
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What the Deacon Thought. 


The new preacher took his seat in the conference room. 
It was the first conferenco meeting held after his arrival in 
the parish. One of the deacons sat at his right. He was a 
stranger to almost everybody. The meeting proceeded. 
The deacon acted as prompter to the new pastor, and the 
two carried on a broken conversation in silent whispers, It - 
served to introduce the minister to his new members, Tha 
dialog ran something after this fashion : ** Who is that?” 
said the preacher. A man was speaking with quivering 
lips, sobbing tones, and streaming eyes (he always spoke go), 
“ That,” said the deacon, is ‘‘Gag Phidler—whose neigh- 
bors horse jumped into the cornfield and he gagged the 
animal. The poor critter almost starved to death before he 
was found. It made a muss in the parish, and he has gone 
by the name of ‘Gag Phidler’ ever since.” A sister rose 
and related her experience in snuffiing tonos. ‘‘ Smokes 
opium like a Turk,” whispered the deacon. Another rose 
and berated the fashions and fol.ies of modern church goers, 
“Vinegar ?” sibillated the deacon; ‘she talked her bhus- 
band to death, and none of her children can liv with her." 
A man in the corner let fly a flery phillippic. *''Moreardent 
spirit than holy spirit," murmured the deacon. A leading 
merchant discoursed long on honesty in trade. “Prays 
with his customers and thon skius em," said the deacon. 
Several spoke modestly here and there about whom the 
preacher’s prompter msde no remark, His face clouded as 
a sis'er roze and whined forth some commonplaces about 
'ebsrity." “Needs it herself,” scowled the deacon ; ‘sent 
her poor old mother to the lunatic asylum and took her 
propeity to build a house with." A magnilequent brother 
followed with pungent exbortation on the duty of the church 
to the distant heathen. ‘'And yet," gaid the descon, **he 
turned his own sister out of his house in a way no heathen 
wculd ever hav been guil'y of.” ‘‘All packed up and ready 
for heaven, ticket bought and paid for," said another con- 
fident disciple. “First thing he has paid for in twenty 
years," added the deacon; “would not a dispensation of 
silence be a blessed thing for these frail disciples ?” ‘Oh, 
wouldn*it?"groaned the minister, ‘‘ Let's move the session 
to sbolish epe-king meetings," said the deacon, ‘I'll go 
for it with all my heart,” said the minister, 

——— 9-49 — —— 

BzronE people waste much time trying to find out exactly 
when Christ ia coming the second time, they had better find 
out exactly whether he came the first time or not. 

——— lit M 

Wuat is the difference between a hard-shell Baptist 

minister and a clam? One knows enough to shut up and the 


other don't, ee 
io 


Over two thousand glass eyes are annually sold in 
Chicago, The life of a glass dye is about four yeara, 
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Letter from Europe.—No. 11. 
SWITZERLAND AND THE ALPS, 


GENEVA, Sept. 15, 1880. 

Furgwps or Trutu: I have at last reached this 
beautiful city, lying at the lower and western end 
of the beautiful lake bearing the same name and at 
the southwestern extremity of Switzerland. Im- 
mediately in view of the city toward the south is 
Savoy, which, after centuries of political and mili- 
tary turmoil, now belongs to France. Further to 
the left, and in plain view from my window as I 
write, is Mont Bianc, with its eternal snow, looking 
as though not more than ten miles away, though in 
reality forty. 

This city was for many years the home of John 
Calvin.. Here he held almost supreme theological 
power and reigned with an iron hand. Here, on 
the Hill Le Champel, he burnt to death the amiable 
and good Michael Servetus; bere Calvin preached 
many years in what is called the cathedral; here he 
died and was buried in 1564, Thus this was one of 
the birthplaces of the Reformation, 
be said that the gloomy religion, Calvinism, includ- 
ing Presbyterianism, Congregationalism, and a large 


forth. From here it went to Scotland and Eng- 
land, and by the Puritans was taken to our own 
American shores. It is unquestionably the gloomi- 
est phase of Christianity, and is far better calcu- 
lated to make men and women mournful and 
wretched than cheerful and happy. But its harsh 
and repulsive features hàve become rubbed and 
smoothed away in the centuries that have passed. 
Predestination, total depravity, the flames of a sul- 
phurous hell for the millions, predestined from all 
eternity to burn in them, including innocent chil- 
dren and babes, are not nearly so much believed in 
as even a few decades ago. Even the followers of 
John Calvin have to a great extent ceased to be- 
lieve God to be such a monster as to create a vil- 
lainous devil to burn aud torture his dear offspring 
for ever and ever, and simply for doing what they 
could not help. Thanks tothe inevitable laws of 
evolution, the religions of the world have consider- 
ably improved since the day when Calvin burnt Ser- 
vetus in this beautiful town, and when thg devil 
and fires of hell were the principal stock in trade 
with the “elect” of heaven. 

It was with some regret that I left Germany, the 
land of Goethe, Schiller, Feuerbach, Haeckel, and 
Buchner, without seeing more of it, but circum- 
stances led me to be content with the parts I felt 
able to visit. 

Germany is not so rich in fertility of soil as Bel- 
gium, France, and England, but it nevertheless has 
a large amount of land of fair productive power, 
though I judge it is not quite as skilfully managed 
as in the countries named, as the crops are not 80 
good, so far as I was able to judge. We passed 
considerable low, flat land in Germany which is illy 
adapted toanything but grass, and even that seemed 
light, the yield not beiag half so good as I saw in 
Belgium, France, and England. Again, we passed 
manv miles of fine farming country. The plains of 
the Rhine are of the first quality, and produce good 
crops. Isaw growing there pretty largely a kind 
of bean new to me, They are sown broadcast, and 


. grow nearly three feet high. I saw the same some- 


what largely in England. In Germany I noticed 
two crops considerably raised that I could not make 
out what they were. Both were low, nut more than 
a foot in hight, one looking something like mint, 
and the other with a yellow blossom like the mus 
tard, which, however, it was not. I did not meet 
with any one who could talk English well enough 
to enlighten me; perhaps the first was Lucerne 
clover. Carrots, beets, turnips, and cabbages are 
much grown. I occasionally saw a patch of Indian 
corn, but generally not of a vigorous growih. The 
German butter is quite different from the American 
article, being sift and oily, and not salted, which 
leaves it of a flat taste. 

The style of architecture in Germany varies 
greatly. In the towns are many very fine buildings 
of light-gray sandstone, quite in the modern style, 
while in the old villages, the older parts of the 
cities, and in the country, many of the buildings are 
decidedly ancient in style. Many were built with 
timber and prick, the brick being laid even wiih the 
wood, «o that the latter comes to the weather the 
same as the brick. In this style a single course of 
erick only is required, as the studding, braces, ete., 
are à great support to the brick ; but as a general 
thing such buildings do not look well. In many 
cases, however, when the timbers are skilfully 
arranged, and the outer surfaces dressed and painted 
a dark color, while the brick work is of alight color, 
they look very well. In Germany the larger share 
of the buildings are roofed with the earthen tile, 
while in many cases slate is used. There are fine 
slate quarries on the Rhine. The slate-roof looks 
far better than the clumsy tile ; and in this country, 
the roofs are so steep, they are mach seen. 

There is a point or two in reference to Brussels 
which I intended to mention before, and perhaps it 


. jg not too late now, On the day we went to Ant- 
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Here it may 
| arcades stood end to end, and were connected by a 
;passage-way. I judge there are fully one thousand 
share of Methodism, was incubated and brought! stores in the two, besides the offices, ete., above 


werp we heard of a body of monks of the Trappist 
order, at LaTrappe, living near Antwerp. They 
pass their days in silence, making it a religious 
observance not to speak a wofd. Many of them go 
for years without speaking a syllable. Probably 
they thiuk God does not like talking people, and 
that chatting belongs to the devil. Though they 
follow agriculture for a livelihood, they manage to; 
get along without talk. If a person speaks to one, 
of them he places his hands over his ears and walks | 
away as though pained. How extremely senseless; 
many of the religious notions which men have: 
adopted! I did not visit the Trappists. Others of, 
their customs are equally rigid. Existence has but: 
few pleasures for them, and it is extremely doubtful 
if Gud even thauks them for the unnatural self- 
denial which they practice. 

I think I did not mention the arcades or galleries 
of Brussels, a feature worthy of notice. I visited 
two of these, three hundred feet in length, some 
sixty feet high, with a glass roof and stores on each 
side, and two or three stories above them. They 
have a very cheerful appearance. Two of these 


them. The distance between the rows of stores on 
either side is some forty or fifty feet. 

I said nothing of the system of prostitution in 
Brussels. I saw nothing of it myself, but conversed 
with those who are familiar with it. Prostitution is 
an evil which exists in all large cities and in some 
which are not very large, and probably will continue 
to exist so long as the passions of man are what they 
are, however some may affect to ignore it. Many 
regard it as a necessary evil, and think it is not prac- 
tical to attempt to exterminate it. The authorities 
of Brussels, and I think also Paris, have undertaken 
to avert some of the evils entailed by the system by 
subjecting the inmates of houses of prostitution toa 


daily examination by competent medical men to 
obviate the direful diseases engendered by that 
life. I was a little curious to learn what success 
attends this official recognition of the social evil, and 
am inclined to think that while good results spring 
from it in checking the spread of syphilitic diseases 
evils are also connected with it. From what I 
learned the unfortunate women of Brussels are in a 
woeful state of bondage to the persons who keep the 
disreputable houses of the city. They are not 
allowed to go upon the street unless accompanied by 
their keepers, and are compelled like the most abject 
slaves to continue the miserable life they have 
chosen whether they wish to or not. I learned of 
an English girl who had unfortunately been driven 
to adopt that life in. Brussels, but to whom the 
slavery had become so irksome that she wished to 
return to England and to a decent mode of life. 
This, however, under the rule that prevails, she 
found utterly impossible—she could not leave the 
house even for a moment without the closest surveil- 
lance being held over her. Even when her friends 
became informed of the situation she was in, and 
when they wished to aid her in returning to England, 
the greatest difficulty was experienced in effecting 
it. I had regarded the legal recognition and regnla- 
tion of the evil as productive of good, but possibly 
the effect is not an unmixed good. The whole thing 
is probably bad, the best thirg that can be done 
with it. Perhaps, however, the evils I speak of 
have no necessary connection with the recognition 
and examinations by the authorities. 

On leaving Freiburg, in Germany, I bad a pleasant 
ride to Basal, Basle, or Bale, in Switzerland. On 
the right the beautiful plains of the Rhine extended 
far away, bounded by the Al«acian bills in the far 
distance. On the left the Black Forest hills were 
near all the way, and on the highest points the ruins 
of old castles still remain, with many of which are 
connected strange old legends. St. Georgen, the 
Schonberg, is 2,432 feet high, Schalstadt, the castle 
of Staufesberg, frowning over the town of Stanfen, 
at the entrance cf the Musthenthal and Kortziger, 
are successively passed. He«itersheim, on the Sultz- 
bach, was formerly the residence of the grand prior 
of the Kuigh's of Malta, Buggingen is the next, 
and then Mulbeim. This is a little town, long 
drawn out, occupying abont a mile of sloping 
ground, and noted for the Markgrafen wine, made! 
in the neighborhood. On the Rhine, one and a 
half miles from the station, is Nouenberg, where 
Duke Bernhard died in 1639—in all probability a 
victim to the machinations of Richelieu. Schlien- 
gen, Belingen, Rheinweiler, Kleinkems, Ehigen, 
Eimeldingen, Halligen, and Leopoldshohe are suc- 
cessively passed, aud cach has its littie history and 
legends. The day was pleasant and the ride was 
delightful. 

In the compartment with me rode also two Eng- 
lishmen. One had resided several years on the 
Continent, and the other belongs to the civil service 
corps, and has passed several years in China. The 
latter especially is à very intelligent man and very 
sociable. He had many inquiries to make about 
the ;polities and prospects in ‘America, and ‘many 
comparisons were made between England and 
America, both in regard to the form of government 


and the characteristics of the people. He was evi- 
dently very well pleased with his country, as I was 
with mine, and hence some slight differences of 
opinion arose, by which no unpleasantness was pro- 
duced. To my remark that the tendency of ad- 
vancing oivilization was to the effect that people 
should choose their own rulers instead of inheriting 
them, he defended the system of hereditary monar- 
chy by saying it is more pérmanent, less annoyed 
with repeated disturbance as with our elections and 
changes every four years, with all the excitement 
and unsettledness which grows out of the system; 
besides, he said, a people who have to look after 
their government have more cares and anxieties, . 
and consequently less light-heartedness and happi- 
ness, than those not troubled with such responsibili- 
ties. I readily admitted the truth of the firat part of 
his statement, but was not prepared to admit that it 
necessarily makes a people unhappy to choose their 
own rulers. To my objection to the enormous sum 
which it costs England to sustain their royal family, 
he said that was the smallest objection, and one 
least considered by the English people. They even 
did not feel it. The annual allowance to the Queen 
is only £450,000 ($2,250,000), and to the Prince of 
Wales £50,000 ($250,000)—the numerous other 
princesses with which England has been favored 
not being mentioned—and these sums are paid, or 
especially the Queen’s is paid, from the property 
belonging to the crown, chiefly mines, the income 
from which is £800,000 yearly, leaving a net gain of 
£300 000 pounds per year. He did not explain 
away the fact that the two and a half million dol- 
lars annually paid the Queen and the Prince of 
Wales for doing really nothing whatever might be 
used in liquidating their enormous public debt, or 
otherwise lessening the taxes so oppressive upon the 
people. To my argument against the system of 
land tenure in England—a few owning all the land, 
and the masses, especially the tillers, owning none— 
he thought it a matter of very little consequence, 
and that the English system gave the most perma- 
nence and was just as well for the working classes. 
If America is allowed to send into England bread- 
stuffs, beef, pork, etc., free of duty, the land-holders 
of England, whether few or many, could not make 
money at producing them in competition with 
America, and after all, land is only valuable in 
proportion to what profits can be made from it. 
The land-holders of England were now receiving 
much less rent for their lands than formerly, the 
tillers consequently paying less. Again, he could 
not see that the land-owner system of England is 
any more objectionable than thatof America, where 
the farmer owns his own land, but where nearly 
every farm is mortgaged for half or two-thirds its 
value. He deemed it no more onerous to rent farm- 
ing land in England than to pay excessive interest 
to capitalists in American, I acknowledged the 
force of his argument, but contended that as a rule 
it was not necessary for the American farmers to 
keep their farms covered with mortgages; and when 
they removed them and owned their own farms and 
had to pay no landlord and no capitalist it would be 
infinitely better than to always be a slave and till 
somebody else’s land. I insisted that it is a great 
evil in any er.untry for a few to own all the land, 
and that in my own. country, when a man owned 
more land than he needs for his own use, or is able 
to work himeelf, while-millions are able to own none 
it is no less an evil, Tinsisted that it is decidedly 
better for every man to own his own home than for 
one man to own the homes of hundreds of his fel- 
low-men. 

When he criticised the honesty of American poli- 
ticians and asserted that oftice-holders in America 
are more dishonest than in England, from the very 
fact that in America office-holding is a very tempo- 
rary affair and lasts only while an administration 
is in power, during which time the incumbent of an 
office feels that he must make all he can out of it, 
for the little time he holds it, whether honestly 
or dishonestly, whereas in England the incum- 
bents of offices belong to the -regular service 
corps, and if they are found to be guilty of 
embezzlement or thievery they are disgraced’ 
aud cashiered for life, I admitted the truth of 
his remarks, but objected tc the system of the 
recognition of a civil service corps, from which only 
office-holders can be taken. I preferred a free field 
and a fair competition in office-holding as well as 
in everything else. He contended that that very 
free competition makes most dishonest politicians, 
and held that the proverbial dishoneaty of American 
politics proved it, He quoted the remarks of John 
A. Dix in strong opposition to his son’s entering the 
arena of politics from the very reason of its corrup- 
tion and dixhonesty, of which his long life experience 
had abundantly taught him. I was compelled to 
admit the force of his argument ; in fact, I have not 
very much to say in defense of American polities 
and politicians, Whether the English system ‘is 
materially better I am not prepared to decide, 
That ours is bad I frankly confess. ` 

After running over the habits of Americans in 
comparison with those of Eurepeans, and other 
topics, we naturally glided to the subject of religion, 


what is really true, and will come to acknowledge 


` true religion. I of course took issue with him, and 


He is & well-read man, and is familiar with the 
writings of Huxley, Spencer, Darwin, Stuart Mill, 
Buckle, Draper, etc., and while he is Liberal enough 
to admit there is much reason and truth in what 
they say, he is conservative, and inclines to liold 
on, to some extent, to the old theological system, 
holding that tbe errors of past ages are gradually 
being discarded, and that men will settle down to 


the great monotheistic fact which lies at the basis of 


insisted that the monotheistic idea as well as the 
polytheistic absurdities had for long centuries in- 
volved man in endless superstitions and errors, and 
had blinded him to the truths of science and reason. 
He and his friend with him scouted the idea that 
the universe is not the result of an all-wise and all- 
powerful intelligence which directs and controls all 
things by his will, I admitted at once that that was 
the theological idea, but contended that many are 
now becoming convinced that the teachings of the- 
ology are false in many things, For instance, I 
said, theology teaches that this globe and all the 
suns and stars of the universe were brought into 
existence a little less than six thousand years ago, 
and of course that man had existed no longer than 
that, but investigation, science, and demonstration 
have conclusivly proved that this earth has existed 
for hundreds or thousands of years, and probably 
millions ; while in your own country, England, and 
in many other countries are unmistakable proofs 
that man has existed on this earth not less than fifty 
or a hundred thousand years. Theology teaches that 
the earth is the principal part of the universe, that it 
is stationary, has foundations, pillars, and corners; 
the sun coursing every twenty-four hours around it; 
while science has demonstrated—as every schoolboy 
now understands—that the earth is a sphere or 
globe, that it is not stationary, but turns every 
twenty-four hours on its axis, and every year makes 
a journey around the sun. Theology teaches that 
the earth is older than the sun, and brought forth 
and perfected vegetation of all kinds, including 
trees, grasses, vegetables, flowers, seeds and fruits, 
before any sun had been brought into existence, but 
science and reason have asserted that this is utterly 
impossible. Theology teaches that everything in 
the universe is governed by divine law, by a super- 
natural power, a positive supernaturalism, a special 
controling providence, but science teaches, and rea- 
son sustains it, that everything in this world, and in 
all other worlds, is governed by fixed, unchangeable 
natural laws. Things are as they are, and events 
occur just as they do occur, because there are nat- 
ural causes that compel them to so occur; and no 
event has ever taken place that did not have a full, 
sufficient, and natural cause to preduce it or make it 
80, If then the teachings of science are true, the- 
ology and its teachings are false and should be set 
aside. There is no longer any reason in keeping up 
and hanging on to that which is demonstrated to be 
positively false. In this age of intelligence we 
ought. to be free enough to throw falsehood aside 
and embrace the truth, no matter what havoc it 
makes of old superstitions and fables. One of the 
two systems must be true—supernaturalism or nat- 
ural law ; if one is true the other is certainly false, 
and must be discarded. Supernaturalism has long 
held sway, and men have yielded a tacit consent that 
it is the power which has ruled the world, but science 
is now telling us in thunder tones that there is no 
supernaturalism, that everything is natural, hence 
old theology must be set aside, and the truths of 
unerring science must be taken in its place. 

The gentlemen both wished to know how I could 
account for the existence of all matter, this world 
and all worlds, save by a creator of all, a mind and 
power behind it all capable of planning all and of 
bringing all into existence, and then of conducting 
and controling all. I replied that while I would not 
attempt to say what the original source er state of 
matter and the worlds was, I felt sure something 
was never made from nothing, and that the some- 
thing —the -matter—that exists to-day always 
existed in some form, which may have changed a 
million times. For me it is easier to.cenceive that mat- 
teris eternal and always has had an existence than 
to think that there ever was a time when matter had 
no existence and was made from nothing. I wished 
them to state whether they did not find the same 
difficulty in accounting for the eternal existence of 
their designer and creator, who necessarily must be 
superior to what he designed and created, as they 
have in accounting for the eternal existence of the 
universe, I considered the eternal existence of the 
other, but as we could see, feel, and know that the 
universe is, and has a bona fide existence, and as this 
designer is wholly imaginary, no person having ever 
seen him, or known the frst thing of him, the argu- 
ment is altogether in favor of the universe being an 
independent eternal existence. “ Ah, but,” said 
they, “witness the harmony and perfection dis- 
played in all that you call nature, and see what wis- 
dom and design of an intelligent creative mind is 
shown, and what proof is given that nature is only 
the handiwork of God!” v 
To this I replied that if nature must necessarily 


‘still superior to what is evinced is what he made, 


If it is set down for a rule that that which shows 


must have had a maker, that which has snperior har- 


futile mode of argument it is far better to take re- 


laws and forces inseparably connected with them, 


to shine without superintendence, the winds are 


grass and the corn don’t fail to grow in the spring 
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have had a maker because she is so perfect and |here that I have noticed in several other European 
works so harmoniously, and because such adaptation | cities—the streets, which perhaps you would take to 
be main thoroughfares, grow smaller and narrower 

and perhaps run entirely out in some court or up to 

somebody’s stable, where they come to a dead stop” 
and you have to turn and get into another street the . 
best way you can. : 


is found in all her parte, the same reason would 
necessitate that this creator of theirs, who must 
necessarily have design, adaptation, and harmony 


should have also have had a designer and creator. 


harmony and design must have a creator, then that 
designer and creator must also have had a designer 
and creator, and so on interminably. In that line of 
argument we would never be done conceiving of 
designers and creators of other designers and 
creators. We cannot get by it ; if because the uni- 
verse has harmony, apparent design and power— 


mony, design, and power must stil more have re: 
quired a maker, Rather than pursue this idle and 


alities, what we know to have an existence, with the 


and let that which is wholly imaginary and of 
which we have not the first particle of proof be 
allowed to rest and to subside where it belongs. 
The water seems to know enough to run down hill 
without being directed, the sun seems to know how 


able to blow, the waves of the ocean to roll, the 


without an instructor or mover, and so it is with 
everything in the universe; the earth revolves with 
unerring precision, the planets move in obedience to 
the unalterable laws of the universe, the worlds and 
stars follow the same laws, and nothing weeds an 
additional pushing power, nothing requires a direc- 
tor ; there is absolutely nothing for divine providence 
to attend to, there is no conceivable use for any God 
more than there is for a million of them. The uni- 
verse is superior to all imaginary gods and has not 
the slightest nse for them. 

The more intelligent of the two acknowledged the 
force of my remarks, but evinced a wish to change 
the subject. Of course, I was obliging. 

We soon reached Basil. The two gentlemen 
continued on to Zurich, while I stopped over to take 
a look at the first Switzerland town and to begin to 
be more familiar with the country of the Alps. 
Switzerland cannot by any means be mistaken for a 
prairie country or one of dead levels and plains. 
The greater portion of it is of a decidedly elevated 
character. Itis a small country, containing sixteen 
thousand square miles, more than half of which is 
taken up by the Alps, whose tops are covered with 
eternal snows, and down whose sides huge avalanches 
of snow and ice plunge with immense velocity, tak- 
ing with them trees and rocks, and sometimes sub- 
merging cottages and hamlets. The altitude of the 
country varies from 678 feet above the sea level to 
15,226 feet, the top of the highest mountain, The 
population is 2,776,000; and a more frugal, hardy, 
industrious, honest, happy people are hardly to be 
found on the earth, They are justly noted for their 
valor and love of liberty. For many centuries they 
have been ready at all times to struggle against 
heavy odds that their liberties might be preserved. 
For a long time the despotic power of Austria tried 
to subdue them, but in vain, They have been stead- 
fastly determined to be a free people, and they have 
desired no king or crowned head to rule over them. 
While all the other nations of Europe on every side 
of them have bowed in submission to emperors, 
kings, and dukes, the steadfast, liberty-loving Swiss 
have maintained a republic, and perliaps the best 
republic that has ever been known in the world. 

Though so large a portion of Switzerland is taken 
up by snow-capped mountains, it is far from being a 
poor country. Its productions are large and varied. 
Up to fourteen hundred feet above the sea level the 
vine flourishes admirably; above that to three thou- 
sand feet, cate, wheat, grass, and other farm 
products, Above fourthousand feet but little grows 
save the Alpine firs. The soil is productive and well 
repays the honest tiller for the labor bestowed upon 
it. The hills and fields now look as fresh and green 
asin June, pasturing, excellent for the flocks and 
herds, and plenty and prosperity seem to pervade 
the land. 

Bale, Basle, or Basel (it is spelled each way), is 
an old town and is claimed to be of Roman origin. 
It is situated on the Rhine, which divides itinto two 
unequal parts, the lesser being called Klein Basel and 
the other Gros Basil. The custom house is here, but 
no ado was made in examining baggage. I saw no 
trunk orsatehel opened or examined. "There was 
formerly considerable antagonism and hatred be- 
tween the two towns. This was shown by a town 
clock which the people of Gros Basel erected. At 
every hour when the clock struck, a head protruded 
its tongue at the people of Klein Basel, but the 
people of the smaller division survived these bad 
faces and tongue protrudings, and have flourished 
finely. The population of the entire town is forty- 
six thousand. It is a solid, old-fashioned town, some 


of the streets being very narrow, crooked,.and irreg- | 


ular—some of the passages are not more than six or 
eight feet, wide, and so crooked that but a short dis- 
tance could be seen a given point, I noticed a style 


but saw nothing very remarkable. It has a small 
museum of art, antiquities, etc., and several churches ` 
possessing nothing specially worthy of notice. The 
minster, or cathedral, is said to be one of the finest 
Protestant churches in Europe. It has two towers 
220 feet high, and dates back from early in the 
eleventh century. It has a few paintings and 
statues, but is very plain compared with the usual 
Catholic cathedrals, Tho town is very well sup- 
plied with public fountains, where the people go for 
water to wash their clothes, etc. Some of the foun- 
tains are embellished with appropriate statues, — 


rapid current, and is spanned by three bridges, 
Besides, there are two small ferry-boats run wholly 
by the force of the current. A wire cable is stretched 
across the river, and a wire is connected from this © 
cable to the ferry-boat. By turning the rudder or 
keel with a lever, the boat makes good headway 
across, 2 pulley moving on the cable and keeping 
even with the boat. It is a simple affair, but is, 
nevertheless, curious to see the boat making trips: 
every few minutes back and forth without anything 
to propel it save the river. The direction of the 
steering apparatus is changed every time the boat . 
crosses, Although the bridges are free, these boats 
make enough by carrying passengers at one sou per - 
head to keep up the running. I crossed in each of . 
the two boats. 


running machinery inthetown. It is taken through 


and tben discharged in the river, similar as with the 


I visited the principal noted places of the town, 


The Rhine, here 850 feet in width, has a very 


The water of the river is made very available for 


in races, and used here, there, and in many places, 


Genesee river at Rochester. I saw several printing . < 
presses thus running by water power. : 
Near this town is the celebrated battlefield of St. ~ 
Jacob, where in 1444, 1,300 Swiss withstood anarmy  . 
of 40,000 French under the command of the Dauphin : . 
of France, at that time a confederate of Austria. 
The French army perished, only ten escaping alive, 


and the battle of St. Jacob is still referred to as the : - 


Thermopyle of Swiss history. 

I will remark here that the Swiss may be called a 
cross between the German and the French ; both 
languages are spoken, the German in the northern 
and the French in the southern part. Probably the 
French predominates, In several of the towns both 
languages are spoken, Here it is nearly all French, 
and the matter printed is in French. a 

On taking the cars again at the southern depot I . : 
was glad to see that the cars were upon the Ameri- 
can plan, or nearly so—the first I have seen in - 
Europe, and the only ones like the American saye 
on the Rassian railways. It is decidedly more 
pleasant to have the car allin one saloon than to 
haveit divided up into five or six small compart- 
ments, with no chance to pass from car to car, or - 
from one compartment to another, 

As soon as we had well entered Switzerland its 
characteristic rcenery presented itself, Ranges of 
hills with lovely valleys between-were the rule, with 
here and there an undulating plain of moderate size, 
which reminded me much of many landscapes I have 
seen in America. As we penetrated into the voun- 
try we passed through many tunnels, which proved 
conclusively, if proof were needed, that we were 
passing through a hilly country. I noticed even 
long atter the sun had gone down, and the moon 
afforded us her light, that many of the higher hills 
were in independent peake, and not in even ranges 
as they were in Germany. Some of these peaks 
were quite sharp or pointed, somewhat like a sugar 
loaf. These were, of course, simply rocks which 
some time in the long ago were forced up from the 
level of the earth, or the surrounding country had 
shrunk away from them, leaving those high points, 
which for some reason could not settle with th. 
rest, away up as they are. We entered into the". 
region of the Jura Alps, and fine mountain views ' 
were obtained. Often the scenery was most 
picturesque, romantic, and beautiful. We passed. 
through several small towns, the largest of which is. 
Olten, containing 23,000 inhabitants. We made no 
stop till we arrived at Berne, at 10 r.m., where we 
stopped for the night. 

Berne (pronounced Bairn) is the seat of. governa; 
ment of the Swiss confederation, and is a solid and _ 
very pretty town I was up in good season in the 
morning and out before breakfast viewing the city | : 
and seeing the men and buxom young Swiss girls - 
opening the stores. Also the peasants from ihe 
rural districts with their supplies of all kinds of 
produce. It was Tuesday, the best market day of 
the week. The streets and little squares were oceu- ` 
pied next the sidewalks to the extent of nearly a mile -4 
with these rustic people. The men had little droves... 
of sheep or'a few hogs shut up in little pens, made 
temporarily by tying with cords lengths of light ` 
fence for the purpose. The cattle for the butchers * 


i' slatternly or offensive. 


> is permitted. 
- the housekeepers laying in their supplies of eat- 
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were in another place, but all looked fat and fit for 


~ uge. The hogs were remarkably clean and free 


from bristles ; perhaps they had been washed, but 
"the bristles had bardly been pulled out.: The dames 
-had live chickens in large baskets with network tied 
over the top ; also butter, cheese, eggs, and a full 
assortment of vegetables and fruits. The apples 
looked better than any I had seen, and the plums, 
pears, and peaches were also fine. The grapes are 
probably brought from the south, as it is too early 
for them to be ripe here. Later in the morning 
stalls were in full operation with nearly all sorts of 
merchandise, largely attended by women, giving the 
"town the appearance of a fair. Tuesdays and Satur- 
days this selling of all sorts of goods on the streets 
The purchasers were out in full force, 


ables, and others buying what they most needed. 
The costumes of the peasants looked decidedly 
antique. The men wear blue cotton blouses, the 
women gypsy hats, very short-waisted old-fash- 
ioned dresses, and some of them with what looked 


“somewhat like a man's.shirt with shoulder-straps, 


and a sort of open jacket, partly covering the white 
shirt, leaving the arms and part of the chest, show- 
ing the white undergarment. 


very wide heavy ribbon tied into a kind of knot, 
with wings ten inches long, made stiff with paste- 
board er something of the kind, these wings being 
expanded like the wings of a huge bat or of a wind- 
mill. I could see neither beauty nor use in them, as 


` they but slightly covered the head. 


Berne is on the river Aar, arapid stream, which 


i.. makes a sudden turn or elbow at the lower point of 
: the city, which makes the town a fan-shape, the 


lower part being the apex, and the other much 
broader. 


scenery of the surrounding country, and particu- 


’ larly of the Bernese Alps, whose eternal snows were 
<. plainly visible and looked to be not more than six or 

. eight miles away, but were probably not less than 
_ twenty. By the aid of a glass they were brought 


much nearer, showing hovels or cheap buildings that 
had been constructed in that region of snow and ice. 


4, The whole view was truly a delightful one and 
= worth a long journey to enjoy. 


Berne contains nearly forty thousand inhabitants, 
‘of whom less than three thousand are Catholics. 
The church of Rome seems to have less foothold in 
Switzerland than in any of the neighboring countries. 
The Reformation became thoroughly established in 
this mountainous country, and its doctrines have| 
been well maintained. 1 think there are no Catho- 


1" lie cathedrals in this country that will compare with 


others on the continent. The religion of the coun- 
try is free—every person left to follow his own 
bent. 

Berne is well built of light-gray stone, and has a 
neat appearance ; even in the suburbs I saw nothing 
Heavy and high walls have 


*-: been built along the river, and in other places high 


‘the benefits. 
i' buildings are largely built over the sidewalks, with 
ij; heavy columns and arches. 


: -© gomewhat ornamental. 
i. & degree of immunity from rain and snow, but 
| makes the stores dark and gloomy, and induces the 


terraces, fine promenades, and shady drives abound. 


^ Some of the public grounds and gardens are taste- 
. fully arranged. A large stream of water from the 
*. river is taken through the principal street, and in 


some places is left open for cleansing purposes, but 
it would seem the disadvantages would overbalance 
The streets are of fair width, and the 


The columns, or piers, 
are from two to four feet through, and sometimes 
This mode gives pedestrians 


]- custom of displaying the goods largely out in the 


| light next to the street. 
i: hardly be adopted by other cities. 


This style of building will 


Berne has a noted town clock. At every hour a 


$ cock crows as a warning, also a figure of a man 


i- strikes the quarters on two bells, other figures nod- 


ding and taking partin the performance. When 
“2 hour is struck a figure of a man, life-size, in the 
„ðelfry strikes the large bell, and several smaller 
figures, lower down, of a lion, elephant, and horse 
and rider, etc., come out and take a share in what 
is going on, and when all is over the eock again 
crows. I was a spectator, with many others, when 
the hour of ten was struck, and had my share of the 
‘amusement. 

Berne is 1,683 feet above the Mediterranean and 


‘599. feet. higher than Lake Geneva, The river Aar 


empties into the Rhine and flows northward through 
‘Germany and Holland. The waters here flow south- 
"ward and empty iuto the Mediterranean. Berne has 
à rather even climate, ranging from 87 degreés 
above to 24 below the freezing point, 

^. Fountains surmounted with historical and alle- 
orical devices are frequent, and to these the fami- 


i lies seem to go for their supplies of water. I 


judge the water is not taken into the residences. 


-Women are often seen washing clothes at these pub- 
:. lic fountains. 
; passways under arches from one street to another} In passing on from Fribourg toward Lake Geneva 


There are but few cross streets, but 


~ 


are quite frequent. Ihave noticed the same here in 
the older parts of the city. These passways are 
dark and gloomy. 

The bear is the crest of Berne, and is frequently 
seen cut in stone on columns, gateways, and in pub- 
lic places. Among the curiosities of the town are 
four black bears in two pits with high walls at the 

‘end of the town by the side of one of the main 
streets. Many persons were in attendance, throwing 
, nuts and cakes to these savage pets, An Englishman 
once accidentally fell into one of these pits and the 
. bears immediately killed him. I had not the slight- 
‘est desire to try the experiment. Among other 
i curiosities I saw a herd of milch goats, a dozen or 
‘two in number, being driven from one locality to 
another. As is well known, the milk of goats is 
much used in this country. In the higher altitudes 
they will live where cattle cannot, and their milk is 
richer than that of cows. 

Berne has a museum,;but not a large collection. 
Its public buildings are of a very respectable char- 
acter. In rear of the Federal Hall is a fine terrace 
from which grand and lovely views are obtained of 
‘the surrounding magnificent scenery. 
| The following lines are froma poem by W. H. 


Some of the women | Pollok : 
. had a singular head-dress, made of dark goods, like 


** T ant at Berne, and watched the chain 

Of icy peaks and passes, 

That towered like gods above the plain, 
In stern majestic masses; 

I waited till !he evening light 
Upon their heads descended ; 

They caught it on their glittering hight, 
And held it there suspended ; 

I saw the red spread O'er the white, 
Just like a maiden’s blushing, 

Till all were bathed in rosy light, 
That seemed from heaven rushing,” 


` On the way from Berne to the southwest much 


p After breakfast, chartering a carriage, open country is passed through, abounding in pleas- 
"^. irode roupd the city, crossing the river, and 
:going unto Prospect Hill, where Í had a fine view 
‘of the city of Berne below me, of the beautiful 


ant prospects and charming landscapes. The Alpine 
peaks, or the high prominences, are hardly lost sight 
of at any point, though a fine opening of hundreds 
of acres of undulating ground is spread open before 
us. The whole is fringed in with high hills and sharp 
peaks of rocks. Many small Swiss villages are passed, 
where industry, thrift, and contentment seem to 
have a home. But little evidence of idleness is 
seen, 

Fribourg is on this line of road—a town of 11,000 
inhabitants, largely Catholic. It is a curious town, 
outwardly and inwardly. It is said to be the divis- 
ional line between the German and the French, At 
the upper part of the town everybody and every- 
thing is German ; at the lower part everybody and 
everything is French. Itis built on very uneven 
ground ; the streets are steep and built one above 
another, so that in one part the upper street is car- 
ried on arches of stone over the reofs of the houses 
in the street below. 

The people of this town have three things of 
which they proudly boast. The first is an old lime 
tree, fourteen feet in circumference, its branches 
being supported on stone pillars. It is in front of 
the Town Hall and Council Hall, and this legend is 
told in reference to it: 

* When the memorable battle of Morat was being 
fought, the townspeople of Fribourg stood in the 
public square, anxiously waiting for tidings of how 
the day sped. There was one young fellow in the 
battle who remembered that the hearts of many of 
his friends and fellow-citizens;were beating pain- 
fully in that time of suspense, and as soon as the 


contest was over, he ran from the field of blood, | 


jaded and fatigued though he was, to bear to them 
the joyful news that the Swiss had been victorious. 
Away he sped over hill and dale, and sliding down 
a rocky slope he grasped a twig which would not 
bear his weight, but came out by the roots. Rising 
from the fall, on and on he sped till he reached the 
square of Fribourg, where the old men and maidens, 
invalids and women, were standing with pale faces 
and clasped hands, waiting his approach. Breath- 
less and exhausted, the blood pouring from the 
wounds he had received on the field of battle, he 
could only raise his voice to shout out the word 
‘Victory " and fell dead in their midst. The twig 
which he still clutched in his hand wag planted on 
the spot where he fell, and now that fine old lime 
tree stands there as a beautiful memento of the love 
and courage of that gallant young soldier and the 
victory of Morat.” . 

The second is the cathedral, a gothic building, 
dating from 1285. It has atower 376 feet high. The 
church has not very many attractions, but its organ 
is said to be one of the finest in the world. It dis 
sixty-seven stops, 7,800 pipes, one of them being no 
less than thirty-two feet in hight. 

The tbird is the suspension bridge over the Sarine, 
a small river below the city, the principal streets 
being two hundred or three hundred feet above it. 
It has a span of 905 feet, and as one stands in the 
center of it and surveys the rocky ravine before him 
a very fine view is obtained. Higher up is another 
bridge, about two-thirds the length, 305 feet above 
the water. It is secured to the solid rock, but never- 
theless seems slight for such a hight from the bot- 
tom of the abyss. 


~ 


the same picturesque country and scenery abounds 
on every side. ‘1 I : 
passed all along which bespeak industry and thrift. 
The mountain scenery is of course of the grandest 
description, but it is not till suddenly emerging from 
a tunnel, when approaching Lausanne, on the shores 
of Lake Geneva, that the acme of beauty and de- 
light is reached. At once the most beautiful lake of 
clear, blue, placid water is spread out before you. 
The thrifty vineyards are above you and below, for 
the railroad runs for a long way on the side of a 
vine-clad hill. On the opposite side of the lake bold 
mountains arise, and away in the distance is plainly 
visible old Mount Blanc himself, with his hoary head 
reaching far heavenward. The day was lovely, the 
air clear, and the views almost entrancing. “I think 
I never saw anything at once so grand and lovely. 
I will not attempt a description, but will only say it 
was exquisite, 

Lausanne is a town of 26,500 inhabitants. It is 
algo built on uneven ground—hills and hollows. Its 
cathedral, a plain structure, is noted as the arena of 
the great disputation between Calvin, Farel, Viret, 
and others, the result of which was the transference 
of the episcopal seat to Fribourg, the separation of 
the Canton of Vaud from the Romish church, and 
the supremacy of Savoy. The building is 330 feet 
long and 143 wide. From its terrace-a magnificent 
view is obtained of the mountain and lake scenery 
around. The schools of Lausanne are somewhat 
noted, and the children of many English people are 
sent here to obtain an education. 

The country between Lausanne and this city con- 
tinues very beautiful, though perhaps not equal to 
that which bursts upon the view when first coming 
in sight of the lake. The crops cultivated are more 
diversified, not being the vine exclusively as about 
Lausanne. Several towns are passed, among which 
Nyon is the largest. The lake is in view much of 
the way and is extremely clear and blue in appear- 
ance—truly a lovely sheet of water, the largest in 
Switzerland. It is of a crescent shape, nearly fifty 
miles in length and eight miles wide at Lausanne, 
the widest place. It is hardly probable that any 
sheet of water of its size in the world is surrounded 
by more grand and picturesque scenery, 

Geneva is the largest city in Switzerland, contain- 
ing 68,000 inhabitants, though belonging to one of 
the smallest cantons in the Swiss confederation. 
The river Rhone, which is the outlet of Lake 
Geneva, divides the city into two parts, like London 
and Paris, though unlike those cities the southern 
side is the largest. A portion of each half stands 
upon a hill, but not so steep as to be difficult to 
climb. It is really a fine town, and is often called 
“a little Paris.’ The buildings are of the same 
light gray sandstone of which Berne, Fribourg, 
Weisbaden, etc., are built, and they range from four 
to seven stories in hight. The older parts of the 
ajty present somewhat of an antique appearance, but. 
the more modern portions are built with much taste.. 

Geneva dates its origin back to Roman times, It 
has seen many trying periods, and passed through 
many struggles. It had contests with the house of 
Savoy for a long time, until it allied itself first 
with Fribourg, and then with Berne. In 1798 it 
was annexed to France; in 1815 it was allied with 
the Swiss confederation, but in 1846 a democratic 
government succeeded the aristocratic rule, and 
since then the course of events have run smoothly 
with the city. 

Among the places I have visited here are the En- 
glish Gardens, where is erected a bronze statue of 
much beauty of two large female figures, represent- 
ing the Swiss confederation supporting Geneva. It 
is on the south side of the Rhone, with the faces of 
the figures looking toward Switzerland. 

The botanic gardens are an agreeable promenade, 
but not equal to what I have seen in other cities in 
the way of plants. 

The Rath Museum contains an assortment of 
statuary and paintings, but very limited compared 
with Paris and other cities. 

The Conservatory of Music is a fine edifice and 
has beautiful statuary in niches in the exterior walls 
as well as on the interior in the halls. It is a school 
for music with a fine concert room. 

The University building, as well as the institution 
for which it was erected, is a great credit to the 
city. I visited the large wing, used as a mu- 
seum of natural history, and saw in its three stories 
a fine collection of specimens in all departments of 
natural history, including the skeletons of a large 
share of the birds, fishes, and animals, from 
the elephant down to the smallest mouse, all 
skilfully stuffed and arranged in upright cases in 
their natural positions, as though alive, One is 
filled with wonder at the great number of classes, 
orders, genera, and varieties of the animal creation. 
The collection of minerals in the same institution is 
very creditable. 

The Brunswick monument is also a very imposing 
and artistic ornament. It was erected‘according to 
plans expressed in the will of the Duke of Bruns- 
wick, who was for political reasons compelled to 
leave Germany and locate here. He presented the 
'eity with some 600,000 francs, if I remember cor 


Thrifty farms and villages are . 
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rectly, 200,000 of which were used in constructing 
this monument. [t stands on the “ Place des Alpes,” 
facing the lake, upon a stone platform approached 
by a flight of steps, flanked on either side by a 
pedestal, each surmounted by a gigantic, heraldic 
lion, skilfully carved in stone. The monument is in 
the center of the platform between two large mar- 
ble reservoirs ; at the end of each nearest the monu- 
ment crouches a large griffin holding a ducal crown 
and shield, with the armorial bearings of Brunswick. 
The monument is some fifty feet in hight. It stands 
on a hexagonal] basement, and at each angle rises a 
marble column supporting a kind of Gothic temple, 
in each of which stands a white marble statue of 
an ancestor of the Duke. These columns support a 
platform on which is a marble sarcophagus contain- 
ing the remains of fhe Duke, The whole is sur- 
mounted by sculptured ornamental work on which 
stands a bronze equestrian statue of the Duke in 
military uniform. 

On a key near one of the six bridges which span 
the Rhone is a bronze statue of Jean Jacques Rous- 
seau in a sitting posture.. He is holding a pen in 
his hand ; he appears in deep study, and is supposed 
to be writing his immortal * Confessions," I believe 
Rousseau was born in Geneva, The statue is the 
work of the sculptor Prader, and the small island or 
key upon which it stands is called *Ile Rousseau" 

: or Island of Rousseau.” 

The point about this city having, perhaps, greater 
interest for me than any other, is the residence of 
Voltaire at Ferney, an oid time village some three 
miles from the city. Itooka conveyance out to see 
where the great and hrilliant writer passed many 
years of his life, but found no admission to visitors 
in the Chateau Voltaire was allowed till 2 o'clock 
P.M. lhad over two hours and a half to wait, and 
thinking it would take no longer to remain in the 
vieinity than to return to the city and go out again, 


and wishing to see the home of Voltaire more than 
anything else in the vicinity of Geneva, I sauntered 


around among the farmers and vine-dressers in the 
vicinity, went into several vineyards, and picked up 
what information I could without being able to con- 
verse with the peasants. I could have had a plenty 


of grapes to eat, but it is a week or two too early for 


grapes to be ripe here. I noticed more closely than 
before the mode of culture. The rows of vines are 
about three feet apart, and the vines about two feet 
in the rows. The vines have, on an average, only 


about six to ten clusters each, the purple having 
more than the white, and presenting a more vigorous 
I think the vines are cut back every 


appearance. 
year within some six inches of the ground, the 
new growth reaching three or four feet, and each 
vine tied to a stake. The old portion of the vine 
next to the ground gets large and stumpy, and 
' occasionally dies, and has to be replaced by young 
vines. ! 

The farm houses looked very old and not exceed- 
ingly comfortable. The house and barn are gen- 
erally joined together, and often the compost heap, 
with its not very pleasant odors, is directly before 
the door. 
very inviting appearance. 


I returned to the Voltaire mansion fully half an 


hour before the time for admission, and had leisure 
to inspect the exterior of the premises, while a num- 


ber of other persons arrived in carriages and on foot 
impressed with the same desire as myself, to see 


where the great thinker and writer once lived. The 
mansion is about a quarter ofa mile from the village 


of Ferney, and stands back from the road about a 


thousand feet, with the avenue to it lying between 

. two rows of stately old shade trees. ‘The house is a 
fine country mansion of wood, painted white, two 
stories in hight, besides the attic or mansard story. 
It is some sixty feet or more in length, and forty in 
width, with a wing probably added since Voltaire’s 
time. The whole is well preserved, and has not an 
old appearance. The grounds in front comprise 
about an acre, and are finely laid out with flower 
beds, gravel walks, and roads. The whole is inclosed 
by a high iron fence in front, with large and small 
gates for carriages and pedestrians, and a solid wall 
of stone on the northern side. On the south side 
toward Geneva is a tower or observatory nearly a 
hundred feet high, from which a splendid view of 
the city and lake of Geneva, the surrounding coun- 
try, and particularly grand old Mont Blane, is ob- 
tained. There are probably few places even in 
Switzerland where a finer view is to be had. The 
mansion stands on elevated ground, probably three 
hundred feet above the level of the lake, and the 
view is very fine from any portion of the grounds. 
Mont Blanc towers up grandly, and a range of many 
miles of the eternal snows is very clearly seen. ‘The 
near ranges of hills south of the lake, as well as 
north, not snow-capped, present a fine contrast with 
the hoary summits of Mont Blanc. The view 
extends for miles, especially east and west, and 
thousands of acres of vineyards and farms are spread 
out like a map before the observer. 

At the hour of two the doors were opened, and 
‘twelve of us in number, both ladies and gentlemen, 
were ready to avail ourselves of the privilege of 

entering into the rooms where the remarkable man, 


These country homes do not present a 


‘pe. I inquired of many, and they seemed wholly 
oblivious that such an event ever occurred here. 
Even the proprietor of the hotel where I stop, and 
i who speaks English tolerably well, knew nothing of. 
iit, and misdirected me to the Hill Le Champel, 
where the murderous deed was done, sending me | 
nearly a mile below the town, where the confluence 
of the Rhone and the Aar takes place, to the left 
of which is quite a high hill used for a park and 
summer resort. 'lhat was not the place. I meta 
Swiss who has lived several years in America and 
can speak English very fairly. I spoke with him 
about the burning of Servetus, and said I wished to 
visit the place. He very good-naturedly remarked, 
* Ah, you American people know a great deal more 
about what has taken place in our own city than we 
know ourselves. I never heard anything about the 
burning of that man,” 

: It is perhaps not at all singular that the followers 
of John Calvin are utterly ashamed of 
cruel, heartless deed of his, and would be glad 
to have the remembrance of it entirely die away, 
but it will not be done; it is indelibly recorded on 
the pages of history and cannot be erased. He not 
only caused the death of that intelligent Spanish 
physician, but also of the unfortunate poet, James 
Gruet, against whom he had a spite, besides pursu- 
ing with vindictive hate many others against whom 
his ire had been kindled. Probably a greater tyrant 
never lived in proportion to the extent of his power. 
Calvin's theocracy only extended over the small 
Canton of Geneva, Had he but occupied the papal 
chair or the throne of some kingdom it is highly 
probable the world would have had more severely 
felt the heavy hand of his power. i 

At length I found the spot where poor Servetus 
was slowly reduced to ashes, and it is within half a 
mile of the Cathedral of St. Peter, where Calvin 
year after year preached the gospel of hate and 
vengeance. Notwithstanding the rain was falling 
at the time, I stopped long enough to meditate upon 
the cursed deed that had been enacted there, the 
motives which led to it, and the religion which 
prompted it. For what was the inoffensive Servetus 
thus cruelly put to death? Simply because he had 
written and published his belief that Jesus Christ 
was not the eternal creator of heaven and earth—for 
occupying the almost identical ground upon which 
Unitarians stand to-day. Because this honest man 
had presumed to express his sentiments the extra- 
religious Calvin had pursued him for years, caused. 
hia arrest at Vienne, France, and pounced upon him 
when the pursued man fled to the city of Geneva, as 
it were, for safety. He flew from the claws of a 
hawk to find himself in the talons of a vulture, from 
the pursuit of a wolf to find himself beset by a 
hyena. 

For a moment it occurred to me that there was a 
slight resemblance in the fate of Servetus and my- 
self. Ile had merely written and published his hon- 
est convictions ; I had done the same. He for this 
had been hunted down, thrown into prison, and 
finally most cruelly deprived of his life; so had I, 
with the exception that owing to the advance of civ- 
ilization and righteous rule in the world, an attempt 
was not made directly upon my life, though there ig 
little doubt that the-hope was indulged in that my 
life at my age might yield to the more cruel punish- 
ment than death. Many followers of Calvin said I 
ought to be burnt at the stake. Had their wishes 
been answered I doubtless would have suffered the 
same fate as did Servetus. It must not be forgotten 
that the men who pursued me and threw me into 
prison are disciples of the same man who pursued 
Servetus. The infamous sneak who first set upon 
my track, and by false pretenses and false charges 
caused my arrest, is a Calvinist, and a member of a 
Calvinistic church in Brooklyn. The president of 
his persecuting society, who furnished money and 
influence to destroy me, is a Calvinist, and a princi- 
pal pillar in the Calvinistic church to which he be- 
longs. The bigoted judge who tried me, and in 
every way in his power showed the determination 
to convict me and throw me into prison, is a Calvin- 
ist and belongs to the same church, and is a pal of 
the base informer and perjurer whocaused my arrest. 
The loud-mouthed Crosby, who perhaps is the big- 
gest gun of Calvinism in America, who preaches in 
the first Calvinistic church in New York city, the 
man who approves of falsehood and deceit, who 
threw up his hands with joy at a meeting in the 
hall of the Young Men’s Christian Association be- 
cause I had been arrested, convicted, and imprisoned, 
and declared it was worth one hundred thousand 
times as much as all that had been paid in to the 
society which pursued me, or the sum of $5,000,000,- 
000, is a fine Calvinist, Can it be strange, then, as 
I stood near the spot where Servetus yielded up his 
life in extreme agony, at the instance of that cruel, 
heartless man, that I was not much in love with Cal- 
vinism? Is it singular that I do not love it at any 
time? No, it is not; and I feel that 1 will 
only be doing my duty to oppose to the extent of 
my ability, and so long as I have life, the spirit. of’ 
intolerance and persecution for opinion’s sake which 
Calvin and his disciples have shown. 
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Voltaire, passed many years, We were shown into 
his private rooms where he used to write, perhaps, | 
his “ Philosophical Dictionary,” his “Commentaries | 
on the Bible,” “ Pocket Theology,” and others of the 
nearly one hundred volumes he wrote—historical, 
dramatic, theological, and philosophical We saw 
his arm-chair, his bed, and the mausoleum intended 
by the Marchioness de Villette to contain his heart, 
but it lies with his body in the Pantheon at Paris. 
Around the rooms are nearly two dozen paintings, 
some of his near friends, and others being fancy, 
poetical, and classical pieces, but no crucified gods 
or sour-looking saints. Among the portraits, Fred- 
erick the Great, of Prussia, was pointed out, who for 
many years was a near friend of the great writer; 
also a full-size painting of one of his lady friends, a 
marchioness, whose name I did not understand. (No 
one present spoke English but myself, and thus I 
labored under considerable disadvantage.) Several 
old copper-plate engravings of various distinguished 
persons hung upon the walls, probably those ad- 
mired by Voltaire; Among them I remember the 
names of Diderot, D’Alembert, Isaac Newton, etc. 
Benjamin Franklin and George Washington were 
also there, but I think they must have been placed 
there after Voltaire's death, for he died in 1778. 
Two or three busts of the great writer were in the 
rooms, one life-size and one smaller, 

I felt a degree of solemnity and reverence as I 
stood in the rooms by the chair and bed of the dis- 
tinguished man who occupied them a hundred and 
ten years ago, and I esteemed it a privilege to step 
into his old home and to place my hand upon arti- 
cles once held by him. I entertain a profound re- 
spect for Voltaire. He was great in many direc- 
tions, and, considering the age in which he lived, the 
power of the church which encompassed him on 
every side, he exhibited remarkable moral courage 
and wrote that which few authors dared to write. 
He gave the church and old theological errors many 
severe blows, which they were never able to avert. 
While standing by his chair, his table, and his bed- 
side, I felt a desire to render myself useful in mak- 
ing many of his theological writings known to Eng- 
lish readers, which have never yet been published 
in our language. If I possess the necessary finan- 
cial ability, I shall publish them. 

Idid not learn who is the owneg of the Voltaire 
mansion and home, but am glad it has fallen into 
hands who entertain such high esteem for the tal- 
ented man, and who are willing others should visit 
the place and show their respect for the great de- 
parted and what he did to give mental liberty to his 
fellow-men. We were permitted to walk through 
the grounds in rear of the mansion and on the south 
side, which are most beautifully laid out and orna- 
mented with flowers, shrubbery, bowers, statuary, 
reservoirs of water, fountains, etc. One continuous 
bower, composed of a species of dwarf beach, prob- 
ably the blue beach, and the branches skilfully 
twined together, reach at least six hundred feet, 
and beyond is a beautiful park, with walks and 
drives, amid fine old shade trees. The entire 
grounds thus devoted to ornamentation and enjoy- 
ment must amount to thirty acres, and perhaps more. 
On the south of these grounds, as the land gradu- 
ally slopes toward the sun, is à fine vineyard of ten 
or fifteen acres belonging to the same estate. On 
the other side are fine barns and outbuildings, with 
vegetable gardens, fruit-trees, farming land, etc. 
The proprietor of the old home is evidently a man 
of wealth and taste. It is indeed a lovely place. 

The little chapel which Voltaire erected is of 
stone and stands somewhat in front of the grounds 
and of the mansion on the side of the roadway. It 
is some fifty feet in length by twenty-five or thirty 
in width, and has a modest tower with a town-clock 
in it which is still running. Over the door of the 
chapel is cut in stone these Latin words, “ Deo 
erexit Voltaire.” The chapel was not open to visi- 
ters, nor did I learn whether any use is now made of 
it. The door looks old and rusty, and as though a 
good coat of paint would improve its appearance. 

The village of Ferney undoubtedly entertains a 
kindly remembrance of Voltaire. In 1878, the cen- 
tennial year of his decease, a fountain monument of 
stone was set up in the public square, surmounted 
by a bust of the great man, the whole dedicated to 
his memory. The inscription being in French, I 
did not copy it. One of the hotels of the place is 
the Hotel de Voltaire. The country around Ferney 
is very pleasant, and between it and Geneva are 
many fine country seats neatly ornamented. In the 
village are several potteries, where plain and fancy 
ware ismade. The road leading out, like nearly all 
the roads in Switzerland, is macadamized, or com- 
posed largely of stone, very smooth and solid. 

On the same day I visited the home of Voltaire 
I sought out the spot where Calvin caused Michael 
Servetus to be burnt alive with a slow, excruciating 
fire in the year 1553. I had tried to find this spot 
on the day before but had failed. I was surprised 
at the ignorance of the people here of the damning 
fact that within the limits of this city a good man 
was once burnt to death at the behest of a religious 
tribunal of which John Calvin wás the head, because 
it was thought his views were not what they should | 
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Communications, 


The Postal Laws Again. i 


Mr. Wakeman's personal side issues hav nothing to do 
with the legal questions involved in the construction of the 
postal laws. lf he believes that Mr. Ingersoll struck him 
below the belt at Chicago he should hav asked a correction 
then and there ; and no one is more ready to do justice than 
Col. Ingersoll. 

The side issues on lotteries and means for preventing 
conception hay nothing to do with the enfcrcement or re- 
peal of the postal laws against obscene publications. 
The repealers demand the repeal of the postal laws on the 
ground that they invade the freedom of the press. Those 
laws must- be construed strictly, and no postal officer can 
exercise any power not granted. Whatever he does, he 
must show a legal warrant for doing. The law does not 
authorize special sgents, or postal officers of any kind, to 
open letters, except the employees of the dead-letter office. 
Post-office clerks and postmasters hav the same opportunity 
as special agents to detain, open, and destroy letters sus- 
pected of being obscene. No officer is authorized to com- 
mit a wrong or to violate the law. Section 1,234, Postal 
Laws and Regulations of 1869, prohibits and punishes 
intercepting or securing letters with intent to pry into the 
business or secrets of another, or embezzling or destroying 
the same. Section 282 of the Postal Regulations declares : 
** A letter once placed in the post-office is in the custody of 
the department for transmission and delivery to the party 
addressed. Neither postmasters nor officers of the law hav 
any authority to open it under the pretext that there might 
be something insproper or even criminal in it, or that would 
aid in the detection or furnish evidence for the conviction 
of offenders against the law,” 

This section does apply to letters declared to be unmail- 
able, It makes no distinction as to the obscenity or crimi- 
nality of the letter. It prohibits all ‘‘ officers of the law.” 
which includes postal agents, from opening or detaining 
letters, The penalty is provided in section 1,234 (Section 
3,892, RB. 8). — : 

In the case of the United States vs. Pond (2 Curtis R 268) 
it is held that the ‘‘intent to obstruct the correspondence 
and pry into the business or secrets of another . . renders 
the opening of such a letter unlawful.” 

The examination of second-class matter is of two kinds : 
*.1. To determin whether it is a newspaper or periodical 
entitled to pass at second-class rates ; 3 

2. To see whether third-class matter is being sent at sec- 
ond-class rates, If the postmaster finds the matter is not 

econd-class be can refuse to register it as auch, or to for- 
ward it at second-class rates, If he finds it to be obscene, 
he can refuse to forward to the person to whom it is directed. 

It is claimed that the examination of other matter opens 
the door to espionage of the mails, and that this violates the 
freedom of the mails. If so, the reform demanded should 
be the abolition of all examination of packages. The 
repealers, say let this espionage go on, but declare obscene 

` matter and all matter mailable. i 

If it is lawful and constitutional to examin second, third, 
and fourth class matter to determin whether it is paid at the 
proper rate, lawful to require the parcels to be open to ex- 
amination, lawful for the postmaster to determin the ques- 
tion of fraud without referring it to a jury, and to impose a 
higher rate of postage, it is no greater violation of constitu- 
tional rights to decide whether a publication is obscene, or 
‘to refer it to the postmaster-general to decide. To be con- 
‘sistent the repealers should demand the abolition of all 
examinations of mail matter, the abolition of postal agents, 

and the guaranty of freedom of the mails to obscene pub- 
Jieations and articles designed for self-abuse, or procure- 
ment of abortion, and to lotteries. 

They should also make the use of decoy letters unlawful ; 
prohibit the officials of the post-office from being witnesses 
in prosecutions under state laws, make the jury judge of the 
law in all cases of criminal prosecutions, prohibit the crea- 
tion of societies for the suppression of vice, statutory or 
‘volunteer, on the ground that they are part of the spy 
gystem, and *' courts of inquisition, falsehood, and outrage." 

This is demanded in the name of the freedom of the press, 
which is guaranteed by the United States Constitution, In 
ali states whose constitutions contain the same guarantee, 
the same limitations of power apply to the state govern- 

' ments asto the national government, Error must be left 
free to be combated by truth, and obscenity hav free course to 
be put down by the moral sense of mankind. The present 

- state laws against Obscene publications should be repealed, 
as well as the national laws. 

Mr. Wakeman has at last defined what he means by Oom- 
stock jaws, He has published the Massachusetts Comstock 
law, and says that Mr. Wright, who sends him the copy of 
the act, givs information of value to all parties. Iadmit 
that he does, He shows that the law of 1879 was a revision 
of the law of 1860, that the first section alone was amended 
by interpolating the words, ‘‘ Any instrument or article 
«whatever for the prevention of conception.” 

It will.be noticed by the careful reader that this law of 
1879 does not refer to obscene publications, and does not 
amend the law of 1860, which I quoted, in the least. 

Mr. Wright and Mr, Wakeman do not consider the laws 
of 1860 as Comstock laws, but only that prevision of the 
law of 1879 which restrains the prevention of conception. 
Laws against obscene publications are not Comstock laws. 

Mr. Wright's letter hoists Mr. Wakeman with his own 
petard. P W. 8. Busa. 

s e 

Pror. BECKMANN, who has thoroughly investigated the 
subject, says there is no trace of a chimney in the literature 

. of all Europe before the year 1947, 


Mr. Moore on the Situation. 

To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I hav read 
friend Green's article in your issue of the 9th inst, over 
and over again, and I must say that I hav been made rather 
sad by the course he has taken, and I do hope that on a re- 
view of the subject he may see his way clear, as the Friends 
used to say, to return, I hav been a close reader of the dis- 
cussion on the Comstock law from the time the Indes took 
the grounds it did against repeal in the winter of 1877, when 
seventy thousand good and loyal citizens sent their names 
to our servants at Washington, asking them to repeal or 
modify those obnoxious laws, so that they cannot be used 
to interfere with the mails, on which depends the freedom 
of the press and of speech. About this time T. B. Wake- 
man gave us his great Faneuil Hall speech on this Comstock 
law, showing most plainly that it was a law void of any au- 
thority from the Constitution of our country, and that it 
was well calculated by its framers—minions of the church 
—for a gag on the freedom of the press and of speech, as 
well as the mails, Mr. Abbot arrayed himself squarely 
against this speech and against the seventy thousand who 
had petitioned for repeal or modification, and proceeded to 
charge them with encouraging the circulation of obscene 
literature, and here began this battle among Liberals. TEE 
TRUTH SENKER took sides with the seventy thousand 
petitioners, and its subscription list increased ia size, 
while that of the Znde» diminished and ita editor became 
excited over the state of affairs. The Second Annual Con- 
gress of the National Liberal Lesgue was drawing nigh, and 
Mr. Abbot, remembering that he was to be the presiding 
officer of that body, and that many of those signing the 
petition were members of the League, felt the importance 
of putting on his priestly robes. So he set at work through 
his paper to cut and dry, in part at least, what the League 
should do, otherwise he would not be willing to work with 
it. And—it is with feelings of regret that I say it—R. G. 
Ingersoll’s course af the Fourth Congress savors much of 
Abbot’s at the Second. Yet ss he was but a new-comer in 
the League, and as he is fairly fastened to the tail of the Re- 
publican party—a party that embraces within its folds the 
great body of the members of the Protestant Evangelical 
Christian church, with a member of that church as a leader 
—I say, in view of all these facts, Mr. Ingersoll’s course did 
affect them very much. But so faithful a worker as 
H. L. Green, one whom I supposed had kept himself posted 
on this Comstock law discussion, I am unable to see how 
he can afford to at once dissolve his connection with the 
League. i : 

He thinks that tle circumstance of the Lesgue’s being 
fully committed to the side of repeal will be a barrier to 
any one applying for membership who does not believe in 
repeal. Is that a good reason, friend Green, why we asa 
League should hold back from speaking out the truth 
plainly, because somebody won't like us so well, or even 


‘for fear some of. our own number should be offended and 


walk not with us ? This reminds me of the argumenta that 

some of our timid ones put forth in our antislavery conven- 
tions long years ago, when they were about to pass a plain 
and telling resolution. One case in particular I well re. 
member. It wasini844. Atold Kennet, Chester county, 
Pa., when the Abolitionists had met as a state convention, 

in the old meetinghouse, to settle the question of voting or 
not voting under the Uuited States Constitution, the old 
house was full to running over, so that we had to adjourn 
to.the grove in front. This subject, like the repeal question 
before the League, had been before the society for discus- 
sion for some years. It was now expected that the society 
would take a vote upon it. But there were many good 
members, like friend Green, who did not want a vote on the 
question for fear it would cause a rupture in the society. 
Then, again, it might be a barrier with some honest politi- 
cians against joining our ranks. About this stage of the 
proceedings W. L. Garrison, of Boston, took the stand, and 
in his quiet and genteel, though firm, tone said: ‘* There is 
a time to talk and atime to act. You hav now had this 
subject before you for some years; there has been much 
talking done on both sides of the question, and now it seems, 
to me that the time has fully come for action;" and for one 
hour or more he laid open to view the character of the 
American government, with the Christian church as its 
backer, as he alone was able to do. When he took his seat 
Thomas Earl, of Philadelphis, took the stand and defended 
the political platform of the Liberty party as worthy of the 
votes of the Abolitionists. As he was a lawyer, and a kind 
of Ingersoll one at that, he went for policy. As he took his 
seat Lucretia Mott, of Philadelphia, came forward and said 
in her mild and quiet way: ** Friends, let us not pass lightly 
over present duties. I believe the time has now come for 
this society to spesk out on this subject, so the people at 
large may know where we stand. Remember, duty is ours; 
the consequences are God's, I know not what the vote of 
this convention may be, but as for me and my house, we 
will giv our vote in this convention on a line with our Abo- 
lition principles." "The vote was then taken by the affirm- 
ativ committee passing through the house, Charles C. Berly 
and Thomas Earl, being appointed tellers, passed through 
the house also, and the “nays”? were found to be in the 
mejority by a few votes, But there were no cross words, 
nor even looks, on either side, The members of the Liberty 
party joined in at the ballot-box with Garret Smith and 
company, but they still helped to carry forward the Aboli- 
tion movement proper, 

When 1 look back to the struggles which the antislavery 
movement came up through, with the government on the 
one side and the church on the other as opposers, and with 
the rabble at their heels, this little flurry at Chicago doesn’t 
frighten me in the least. It is impossible, in great move- 
ments like the Liberal League, that offenses should not 
come; but “ woe be to those through whom they come.” 


Friend Green seems to be wonderfully out with something 


(be enabled to earn their daily bread honestly, after they hav 


that he-calls “Freelove:” Exactly what he means by this < 
I musg acknowledge I am ata loss to know. If by free. ~ 
love between the sexes he means other than pure love based 
on intelligence, though it may hav the indorsement, of the 
Christian church end popular sentiments, then I am with 
him. Sax'u D. Moons, 


Adrian, Mich. 


renee tl a nate 


School, Church, and the Constitution of the 


United States of America. 
BY JOHN GEORGE HERTWIG. 


To tag Eprrok or Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: History 
teaches ua that civilization is the best preserver of mankind 
—i!s greatest benefactor. That such portions of the human 
race as persistently abstain from civilization are doomed to 
perdition is easily to be seen from the fate of the Iadians or 
Red Men in this country, 

Civilization comprises all the achievements of man for his 
mental, moral, and bodily welfare, and true civilization 
means true happiness of an individual or a nation.. The 
state of the civilization of a nation is shown by its laws and 
publio institutions; its art and science; its pross and litera- 
ture; its commerce and mechanical industry; its means of 
communication and transportation; its tools and machinery 
for mechanical and maxufacturing purposes; its use aud 
enjoyment of the resources Of the soil upon which it livs, 
and its manners:and mode of living generally. Civilization 
does not come by itself, but is the result of hard, incessant, 
and energetic labor, which latter itself is the best, noblest, 
and truest use and enjoyment of life. The faithful perform. 
ance of useful work is inseparably linked with true happi- 
ness for man. ` 

The chances of a free nation to reach tho highest degres 
of civilization and to become really and thoroughly enlight- 
ened are, of course, best, because in a free country the laws 
permit every man to become master of and to.forge his own 
fortune. For this reason the desire for civil liberty, or, in 
other words, for equal rights with all other men in all mat- 
ters of public concern, dwells in every man's heart. 

The children or young people of a nation, in order to 
comprehend its civilization, and, as grown-up persons, to 
foster and promote it, receive an elementary or rudimentary 
education in schools ordained by law.. For this reason we 
hav public schools in the United States, 

The public schools of this **land of the free and home of 
the brave” are based upon the principle that civil liberty 
and education always are, and of right ought to be, true and 
inseparable companions. These schools are not only state, 
but national institutions, both because they “promote the - 
general welfare "—one of the aims for which the American 
people have ordained and established the Constitution of 
the United States—and on sccount of the land grants mada. 
by Congress for their support. They, therefore, ought to 
be kept, taught, or managed in every particular strictly 
according to said, fundamental law of this free country of 
ours, ` ' 

But the Constitution of the United States—the supreme 
law of the land—says, '' No religious test shall ever be re- 
quired as a qualification to any office or public trust under 
the United Biates;" and a constitutional amendment further 
says, *' Congress shall make no law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof," 
These constitutional clauses cannot be construed otherwise 
than that the Bible has no publie authority whatsoever in 
thia country, but must be considered as a private book 
legally binding no one. 

The Bible is the basis or fundamental code of morals and 
religion of the Christian churches, which churches, in 

foreign countries, as public or state institutions, instead of 
promoting peace, order, and morality, at different times hav 
caused the greatest bloodshed, as is proved by history. 

What kind of a book is the Bible? It has not been writ- 
ten by only one author. It isa collection and compilation 
of books. It consists of quite a number of different ecrip- 
tures, which were written, not at the same time, but in dif- 
ferent ages by men or authors whose names are given and 
well known, and who, because *' al] men are created equal,” 

were born under no other “laws of nature and of nature's 
God "—to use the language of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence of the United Statee—than men are born nowadays. 
The Bible is a compilation of very old books, originally 
written partly in the Hebrew language and partly in the 
ancient Greek language. However holy and sacred it may 
be, yet nobody in this country can be constitutionally com- 
pelled to uso it; that is, to read the scriptures either in the 
original languages or in the translations for religious pur- 
poses. In other words, a public recognition of the Bible as 
a religious book in the United States is unconstitutional. 

If these views are correct, it necessarily follows from 
them that reading from the Bible in our American publie : 
schools for religious purposes—as prayer—is unconstitu- 
tional and for this reason an error. By law the exercise of. 
religion in this country is most wisely and most happily a 
strictly private affair, with. which our American free 
echools, as public institutions, hav nothing at all to do, 

Our American public schools, supported by state taxes 
and national land grants, ought-to be according to and in 
harmony with our American Constitution, fully non-secta- 
rian and devoted exclusivly to intellectual instruction, that 
is to science, which always is moral. The Bible, as a relig- 
ious, irrespectiv of its moral precepts and value, ought to be 
strictly excluded from them throughout the land. We liv 
in an age of rapid progress, especially ever since our Amer- . 
ican Declaration of Independence was promulgated, and the 
American Constitution rules our national union. The 
knowledge the children of this free country acquire in our 
American public schools, by intellectual training, is indis- . 
pensable to them for the race of life, in order that they may 
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left school. Not a particle of their school time ought to be 
used for other and illegitimate purposes; but the whole of it 
for their acquisition of practical knowledge, enabling them 

' to become good, useful, and happy men and citizens. Let 
them, if they want to, seek religious instruction in Sunday- 
schools and in their families, by reading the scriptures or 
other religious books, or by attending divine service in the 
churches. Religious instruction is, of course, best under- 
stood by adult persons, 

The constitutional provisions quoted .above admit no 

other interpretation than that no church, that is, institution 
for religious service and instruction, shall ever become a 
national or state institution in this country. According to 
them, all religious sects and societies of all denominations 
: hav in the United States only a strictly private character. 
- According to them, the station of American priests, pastors, 
rabbis, and other religious teachers is a strictly private One, 
not entitling them to privileges, immunities, or monopolies, 
According to them, all church property of any sort, in this 
country, is stricily private property, -According to the 
Constitution of the United States clergymen as such, hav no 
mere right to control our American public schools than 
other private citizans hav who are no school directors. 

Nevertheless, one class of them demands that the Bible 
for religious purposes be read and retained in the public 
schools, which demand has been disposed of above; while 
another class of them is opposed to our Américan public 
achool system altogether, and in favor of sectarian 
schools, 

This latter class of the American clergy can get and hold 
their positions only by submitting to compulsory celibacy, 
demanded of them by the canon of their church. But thia 
demand must be considered as a wrong, immoral, and un- 
natural thing. Family is and always has been the moral 
basis of human society. No other mén in the world, asa 

. lass, are compelled to‘ lead a celibate life on account of 
their calling. If a man voluntarily leads a celibate life, 
this is, of course, his own business But no man of self. 
respect, for the dake of his livelihood, ought to submit to the 
demand and to take the vow of compulsory celibacy. Com- 
pulsory celibacy is an unamerican institution. It is in full 

_ contradiction to our American principle of equal rights to 
all, in all matters of public concern, laid down in the 
Declaration of Independence, according to which principle 

every man is entitled to matrimony, that is to the blessing 
of founding a home and family. This noble principle, 
the basis of our American civil liberty, is contained im the 
following passage of said original fundamental law of our 
American nation, to wit: 

** We hold these truths to ba self-evident, that all men are 
created equal; that among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness ; that, to secure these rights, govern- 

. ments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers 
from the consent of the governed.” 

Matrimony, because it js regulated by law, is a matter of 
public concern. 

Baid clergymen, as celibates, are the subordinates and 
representativs of a foreign spiritual potentate or tyrant, 
(every potentate, because he exercises a power, that denies 
the principle of equal rights to all, is a tyrant), whose 
superannuated power is strictly opposed to religious liberty, 
enlightened civilization, and true morality. Every Ameri- 
oan citizen is à free man and as sovereign as that potentate, 
Baid foreign spiritual potentate, therefore, has to dictate 
nothing whatsoever to any American citizen as to bis moral 
or religious welfare. Our national Union is a free country 
and does not recognizs any right er p:ivilege of any kind or 
shape whatever of a foreign potentate on its territory. 
Baid foreign spiritual potentate, therefore has no right 
whatever to interfere with the public schools of the United 
Btates, nor hav hie subordinates in our midst, that is, in our 
whole country, avy such right. They are not entitled to 
claim any privileges for religious purposes from any state 
of our American Union, because, according to our American 
Constitution, state and church hav and can hav nothisg 
whatever to do with each other in this country, And such 
privileges granted them would involve a public recognition 
of their church, which is constitutionally impossible, and 
be an encroachment upon religious liberty and liberty of 
conscience, which hav been secured to our American 
nation, for all time to come, by the provisions of the Oon- 
stitution, quoted before. But full religious liberty and un- 
conditional liberty of conscience are the noblest preroga- 
tiva of every American citizen. 

The clergymen named as celibates by compulsion are no 
true Americans, and as representativs and subordinates of a 
foreign spiritual potentate, they cannot be true citizens of 
the United States. 

The demand of said clergy that their sectarian schools, by 
a division of the school funds derived from state taxes, be 
maintained at public expense, is in direct contradiction to 
and contravention against the provisions of our national 
fundamental law named, according to which a religious 
institution, either church or school, can never become a 
public, but must always be and remain a private institution, 
Bectarian schools are of course religious institutions, be- 
cause religious instruction is given in them. Public secta- 
rian schoolz, therefore, are constitutionally impossible in the 
United States. Because according to the American Consti- 
tution, all church property of all denominations is strictly 
private property, it ought to be taxed everywhere through- 
out the Union, exactly like all other private property. By 
such a course the opposition of that clergy against our 

. American public schools would be effectually and perma- 
nently checked and removed. If that clergy deny at any 
` time its clerical or spiritual aid to children because they 
attend or hav attended non-sectarian public schools instead 
‘of sectarian private schools, said aid is not worth having at 
all, because our American public schools are in full harmony 
with.our national Constitution, and because, according to 


I will not make you, dear brudders au’ sisters, feel wuss 
by tellin’ ob udder individuale, She stretched out de white - 
helpin’ han’ toe, fur dar am not one ob you but what hab 
reseabed 'sistance ob some kind from her who now lies dar, .- 
Many will miss her; but dar am some who knew her not, 
an’ consequen!ly will not mourn her loss. Le 

‘De Lady's Sewin’ S'iety, inaugurated for de ostensible - 
purpose ob makin’ up winter clothin' for de headen ob. de 
South Sea Islands, but really for de dissemination ob scan- 
dal, will not weep for her. No; for while dey was a’gibin’ 
birth to scandal an’ a’conductin’ dar backbitin’ convention, 
ole Aunty Beebe was a’sittin’ in her humble Chimney corner 


this fuadamental law every inhsbitant of the United States 
is entitled to take care of his or her salvation himeelf or her 
self, without the aid of the clergy and thus without ex- 
pense. Every clergyman, a8 man, alao takes care of his own 
salvation himself. Our national Constitution grants all the 
liberties Gear to the American heart, and our American 
public schools are the best, surest, and only safeguard for 
the permanence and eternal operation of the Constitution. 
The aims of the latter are laid down in the following pre- 
amble to it, viz : 

We, the people of the United States, in order to form a 
more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tran- 
quility, provide for the common defense, promote the gen- 
eral welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselvs 
and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution 
for the United States of America. 

How can these aims be made true, except by men who in 
most Cases in achool hav learned to read and are able to read 
and understand the Constitution ? 

Our American free schools are public institutions, main- 
tained at public expense, while all our American churches 
are private institutions, exclusivly maintained at private 
expense, They, therefore, hav nothing whatevor to do with 
each other, The whole American clergy always ought to be 
mindfal of this fact, and to let our public schools alone. 
The indispensable necessity for these schools is admitted, 
and the great benefit derived from them is recognized by 
every sensible, well.meaning, and patriotic citizen of the 
United States. When they are censured or opposed, this is 
regularly done by clergymen of this country—doubtless for 
selfish reasons. Do our American public schools censure 
or oppose the churches of this country ? Never ! 

It may be ssid that, as a matter of course, home education 
must go hand in hand with the instruction given in our 
public schools, in order to enable the growing-up American 
generation to become as good, useful, and happy citizens as 
possible. ; 

Even the two great political parties of this ‘country hav 
recognized the importance of our American public schools. 
In its platform,íadopted by the late national convention 
held at Chicago, the Republican party wisely favors the 
promotion of popular education throughout the land asa 
national duty, and justly opposes both the influence of sec- 
tarianism upon the public achools and the appropriation of 
public funds to the support of sectarian schools, In its 
platform, adopted by the late national convention held at 
Cincinnati, the Democratic party also favors public schools, 
In addition, it demands separation of church and state for 
the good of each, But this demand is superfluous, because 
church and state hav been completely severed in this coun- 
try by the clauses of our national Constitution above. 

The foregoing views will be. gladly. indorsed by the ma- 
jority of the German naturalized citizens of the United 
States. Germany, their nativ land, experienced the horrors 
of a destructiv war of thirty years’ duration (from 1618 to 
1648), which was waged because the Christian churches in 
that country opposed each other and wrangled for power 
as public or state institutions. 

e 
l A Feeling Discourse, 

DEAR BRUDDERS AN’ Sisters: Dis day am de saddest I 
hab 'sperienced since comin’ among you. Though the sun 
shines bright, de birds a singin’, an’ nature has put on her 
many colored autumn dress, yet our feelings am said, an' 
our heartg am draped with black and heavy with grief. 

I see dat de fi;odgate of your eyes am stretched wide 
open. Don’t shet it, but jess 'low de tears to run down un- 
checked, for you cannot pay a nobler tribute to de one who 
has left, but am with us. Yes, ole Aunty Beebe am no 
more. Dar she lays in her narrow bed ob voiceless. oak, 
aoon to be taken an’ given into de army ob our great mudder 
Nature. Bless her dear black face, an’ bless dose 
lubbin hearts whose gentle han’s placed aroun’ de lifeless 
clay dose sweet ferns, au’ flowers, an’ many colored 
autumn leaves. Poor, dear, black face, a-smilin’ even in 
death's embrace. 

Yes, Aunty, your faceam;still black, but your heart would 
excel the snow from heaven in purity an’ whiteness. Why 
shouldn't she smile in death, the good kind heart who nebber 
did & wrong while libin', who nebber spoke & word to hurt 
de feelings ob de lowliest, but who on de udder han’ would 
walk away from her presence gladdened by her words ob 
comfort and cheer, walk away from her with heads tossed 
in de air, square to de front, wid firm step, an stiff resolve 
dat life was worth libin' for, arter all. De same 'dentical 
folks who fust came to her wid dar swellin' hearts nigh & 
bustin’ with grief, with head bowed down, an’ a flickerin' 
resolve in de corner ob deir hearts to end all dis turmoil an’ 
sufferin’ an’ play de coward’s part by backin’ out ob de 
ranks ob life an’ let others b’ar de brunt ob de fizht wilhout 
deir ’sistance—yes, ob dese waverin’ folks she made men 
an’ women. She put in dem de stiff beckbone ob common 
sense, showed dem dat though de road ob.life hab its rough 
places dey should ksep right on de track, an' not fly it, 
but keep a good clear eye ahead, an’ step high. But was it 
all words with Aunty ? You know it wan’t. De words ob 
comfort an’ cheer were san’wiched between good solid 
chunks ob 'sistance. 

When poor Melissey Crane came a stranger to dis place 
an’ stopped at Aunty Beebe’s an’ axed fur a crust ob bread 
for her little chile, did she refuse her? She did. What 
did she say ? She done say, “ A crust ob bread, you poor 
little fool? Come rightin here, It's a nice broth you both 
want, an’ careful nussia, chile, for you've got à monstrous 
drefful fever aboard.” For two months she nussed mudder 
an’ chile, an’— Dar she stan's, poor Mellissey, a bendin’ 
ober her dearest friend on earth, or elsewhar. Cry on, cry 
on, poor chile. You’s not sturbin' de services for de tribute 
you am now payin’ to. departed goodness am far above de 
poor words your parson am utterin’, 


de poor aroun’ her. ; 

De females ob de Lady’s Prayer Meetin’s will not miss her, 
for while dey was on dar marrow-b mes plyia’ a hypocrit’s 
tongue to a false God, beseechin' de myth dat folks wid 
whiter hearts,dan dar own speckled ones would be sabed 
from a brimstone hereafter, Auaty Beebe was out in de cald 
an’ storm, fair weather an’ rough, not tryin’ to sabe some- 
thing called souls, but a'totin' chicken an’ muffias an’ soup 
an’ lots ob nice fixin's so as to keep on dis earth ob ours as. 
long as possible de poor bodies ob her famishin’ brudders 
an’ sisters. 

De ladies who make dressin’ gowns an’ slippers for dar 
good-leokin’ young pastors will mot miss her, for she was 
one who could not afford to make presents to de rich an’ 
high-toned when dar was so many poor folks aroun’ her 
who required her attention, 

De ladies ob de different church fairs will not miss her, 
for de simple reason dat she mebber believed in gainin” 
money under false pretenses or in gamblin' or a’spreadin’ 
temptations for de guileless, eben in de name or under de 
auspices ob de great Jehobah. : 

All de e’cieties ob dis breed will not miss her, an’ well 
was it for our sister dat she was not contaminated with dar 
acquaintance. : l 

Aunty Beebe was a whole missionary s'ciety in herself; 
an’ jf de so-called ones would do one-half as much in pro- 
portion as she did dar would not now be on de face ob de 
universe an empty stomach or a bare back. Peace an’ 
contentment wouid drive out crime an’ sufferin', an’ de- 
graded humanity would leap from ignorance an’ supersti- 
tion’s mire on to de white an’ glistenin’ platform ob man- 
hood. 

Oh, dat dar were more Aunty Beebe’s in de world! Prob-: 
ably dar am, but I has not de honor ob dar ’quaintance. 
But I tole you what we can do, Standia’ here by her side, 
let us solemnly swear each to demaelvs dat de good exam- 
ple she set we will try hard to follow. Let us take up her 
work where she left off an’ continue in it until we are forced 
tolie down by her. Den we can pass away without a fear, 
knowin' dat others will take up our work, an' so on, until 
dar will be nuffia on de face ob de earth known as starvin' 
or degraded mortals. . 

I doesn't feel like spedkin’ more at present, for my eyes 
are blinded an’ my throat is awful lumpy, besides, others 
wish to speak ef de dear departed. But I will say dis per- 
sonally, before de body is lowered, de flowers strewn, an’ 
de cruel dirt falls upon de coffin-lid, Good-by, dear, lubbin’, 
ole Aunty. I wish from de bottom ob my heart dat—dat 
you could read it, If you could you would then know how 
it bleeds to see you go—go before. 

Again, good-by. If dar &m angels in de great beyond, an* 
I reach the place whar you am, I know I can soon find you 
by flyin’ straight fer de front ranks, 

Yes, you'll be dar, if dar am such a thing; an’ if others 
wear crowns ob gold, you will hab a big one ob diamonds, 
Good-by. An’ though de damp an’ moldy clods will shut 
thee out from mortal’s g.ze, memory will keep enshrined, 
while life endures, the features of Aunty Beebe in one poor 
ole darkey’s buzzum. Amen. 

$<. 


The Institute of Heredity. 

We hav received from Loring Moody, of 85 Pemberton 
Square, Boston, a circular in regard to the establishment of 
an institute having for its object the influenciag and im- 
proving of human life before birth—ihat is, to see that 
Children are bern right. Mr. Moody contends that the dis- 
eases With which humanity is burdened spring from inher- 
ited impurities, and that criminals are made so by their 
ancestors. : 

t: And the great problem,” he says, ' now confronting us, 
and demanding solution, is how to set and continue in mo- 
tion such pre-natal i: fluences as shall make the hereditary 
tendencies of future geucrations wholly good. Bo that little 
will be rcquired from the environment or aurrvunding con- 
ditions to keep posterity entirely in the line of spiritual and 
physical health and right moral actlop, and so take off a 
large share of the burdens with which civilized society is 
laden. $ 

“ Century after century hav church and state, with all 
their vast, complicated, snd cumbrous machinery, enforced 
their empirical methods with terrible penalties and at tre- 
mendous cost, for the pu:pose of putting an end to these 
evils, and with the most wretched results. And above all 
this, what vast amounts are expended in voluntary contri- 
butions of money and labor iu the various forms of charit- 
able relief, with the rame hopeless and unsatisfactory 
results. And for the reason that we hav battled against 
effects, while leaving causes in unchecked operation. f 

“The causes are Congenital. People wù - eborn with. 
theft and murder in the blood will steal dill. The: 
jailer and hangman neither cure them norc ck iheir ten- 
dencies, nor thin their ranks, for as fast as we imprison and. 
hang criminals others are born to take their places. Andi 
so with all the forms of disease with whicn our race is 
afflicted ; hence all our conflicts with evil zeguit in a long- 
drawn battle." 


To correct this the Institute of Heredity has been inaugu- 
rated. The scheme has the warm indorseinent of many 
eminent men. For further particulars those who are intere 
ested may address Mr. Moody a8 above, 


knittin’ socks an’ a’makin’ all sorts ob nica warm tings for . ^ 
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to be a clergyman, and of course they were Calvin- 
ists. I made known to them that I was looking for 
the place where Calvin burnt Servetus to death for 
his opinions. * Oh," said the one I took to bea 
clergyman, “I don't think I should have any desire 
to go to the place if I even knew where it was. 
There is no use in keeping those things in memory. 
Calvin simply acted in consonance with the spirit of 
the age in which he lived, and was perhaps somewhat 
carried away with the sentiments which prevailed at 
the time when he lived, and it should not be remem- 
bered against him. He had one of the clearest and 
. ` most logical minds of any man who ever lived, and 

" showed argumentative and reasoning powers supe- 
rior to almost all other men. This should be remem- 
bered of him and not any mistake he may have 
made.” I replied that I could not agree with him, 
Calvin professed himself, and his numerous followers 
believed him, to be a follower and apostle of Jesus 
` who taught the gospel of love and compassion, and 
that he manifested the spirit of Jesus in a remarka- 
ble degree. Now, when Calvin had that merciless, 
heartless, and execrable deed performed of burning 
an honest man to death for his opinions, this “ gos- 
pel of love” had been in existence in the world more 
than fifteen hundred years;.and if Calvin set himself 
up as a teacher, guide, and model for others to look 
to and follow, it was perfectly legitimate to examine 
his conduct and see what sort of works he had 
brought forth—what sort of fruit his tree had 
yielded, He was a public man who held himself up 
as a light to the world, and there is no reason why 
we should shut our eyes to any black deeds he may 
have committed. If he had proved himself to be 
an unscrupulous, heartless tyrant who took human 
life without reason, espeeially when he is held up as 
` a pattern of righteousness for others to follow, the 
world cannot be too well apprised of it. There is 
no reason why the facts should not be brought out. 
If he was in truth a “reformer,” if he did profess 
-to teach a better religion than the church was in 
possession of, there is no excuse for his inhuman 
conduct in the fact that those whom he left and 
opposed had also been guilty of the same enormi- 
ties. The fact has proved him to be essentially one 
of the most cruel, heartless tyrants that ever lived. 
Ho hesitated not to take the life of his fellow-men 
to gratify his spirit of hate and revenge in propor- 
tion to the extent of his power. His power was 
limited, and extended only a little way; had he been 
a pope, or a monarch, we have the best of reasons— 
by the use he made of the power he did have, to be- 
lieve he would have been one of the most bloody 
and merciless monsters the world has known. It is 
hardly worth while to claim as justification for him 
that other men had done wrong; he was a man of 
intelligence and claimed to be a guide for his fellow- 
men, and he is entitled to'no excuse from the con- 
duct of others. As for his clearness of mind and 
logical powers we have only this to jadge him by; 
he evolved and brought forth a set of theological 
_ points or dogmas, more repulsive to human nature, 
: “more derogatory to the highest and most adorable 
qualities we ascribe to deity, than any other man 
has ever been the author of. If he had clearness 
and logic he made an extremely bad use of them, 
‘and has been a damage and curse to his race instead 
of a blessing. The doctrines which his clearness and 
logie brought out have produced more gloom, de- 
spondency, and unhappiness in the human mind 
than any other set of doctrines which have been ac- 
cepted by the same number of people. 

The clergymen of course thought I was wrong. 
Calvin was a great man, and Christianity had given 
the world all the civilization that had amounted to 
anything. It was, in fact, the parent and source of 
civilization. I would not admit this, and called 
attention to the high degree of civilization that had 
attained in India, Persia, Chaldea, Egypt, Greece, 
and Rome long before Christianity came into exist- 
ence, and to the superior degree of morals in some 
directions which exist in Burmah, China, and Japan 
to-day, where thieving is almost unknown, and in 
many parts of which countries it is the custom to 
use no locks or keys, and for merchants to mark the 
prices upon their goods and to go away and leave 
their stores open for any one to go into who chooses 
to examine the goods, take such as they wish, and 
leave the proper price therefor. This custom would 
hardly answer to follow in Christian New York, Chris- 
~ tian London, or Christian Glasgow. I said further 
in regard to Calvin that he had shown himself just 
. a8 capable of persecution and of staking life for her- 
esy or for not believing according to his dictation as 
any of his Catholic predecessors, and that his fol- 
lowers had shown the same intolerant persecuting 
spirit. I called attention to the thousands of lives 
-. Protestants had taken in the name of religion in 
z^ England, Scotland, and Ireland. I added that tak- 
© ing these opportunities and the age of the world 
. into consideration, the Protestants had shown them- 
- gelves equally as bloody, as intolerant, and murder- 
- gus as the Catholics, As for that matter, they have 


: On the day before, when I was searching for the 
spot on which Calvin’s cruelty and intolerance were 
. displayed I met two Scotchmen, one of whom I took 
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each other to hell whenever they had the power 
todo so. But I was looking for the death-place of 
Michael Servetus, they had some other object in 
view, and we parted. 

I visited the cathedral of St. Peter, in which Cal- 
vin preached for many years, and which since the 
Reformation has been devoted to Protestantism, but 
it is a somewhat gloomy looking affair, more fitted 
for a prison than a place of worship. It was built 
in the tenth century, and has been several times 
destroyed by fire, but restored. Some of the older 
parts still remain. It is possibly a little like the 
boy’s pocket-knife which had had seven new blades 
and five new handles, but was the veritable jackknife 
still. There are stained windows and sculptured 
stalls in the cathedral, but little of the pomp and 
show of the Catholic institutions of the same kind. 
The old church has another cathedral here for 
its own use, but makes no pretensions to show or 
richness, and I did not visit it; neither did I take 
the trouble to visit Calvin’s grave, though he lies in 
the cemetery with plain J. C. upon his still more 
plain slab. The house which he formerly occupied 
is now used for clinic purposes in connection with 
the medical school. 

I spoke of the meeting of the waters of the 
Rhone and the Aar about a mile below the city. It 
is well worth the walk to see. Both rivers flow 
with much rapidity and come together with force. 
The Rhone is perfectly clear and transparent, while 
the Aar is as turbid as the Mississippi or Missouri. It 
is curious to watch how, though they come together 
with such impetuosity, they flow on side by side 
without blending with each other. The distinction 
between the clear water and the turbid is kept up for 
many miles. The Rhone is the water of Lake 
Geneva, and the Aar comes in from south of the 
high mountains of Savoy, where it doubtless pours 
vigorously down hundreds of steep declivities. Both 
rivers flow with such force that advantage is taken 
of their power for running various machinery. I 
think I saw some two dozen water-wheels some 
twenty-five feet in diameter placed out in the 
rivers, the current. of the water turning them 
slowly, and the power by shafting carried to various 
factories, foundries, etc. This utilizing of the 
abundant power is most practiced in the Rhone, 
though the rivers appear nearly of the same size. 
As I walked along by the river bank I think I must 
have seen a hundred. women at different points 
washing clothes in the water of the river. Sheds 
were erected for the purpose, and some conveniences 
fitted up. The market and market-house is near the 
river, and of course I visited the same. The mar- 
ket women have their vegetables, fruits, etc., in 
large flat baskets of willow, and set them down on 
the ground or pavement. I must have seen several 
hundred of these baskets. The vegetables and fruit 
looked well. The finest cauliflowers I ever saw were 
here. In one department was nothing but mush- 
rooms, including what are usually called toad-stools. 
They were out in great variety of kinds and size, 
but did not seem to be selling very rapidly. The 
Swiss cheese, sweitzer-kase, is a peculiar product, 
and some of it finds its way to America. I saw 
much of it in the market-bouse. It smells very 
“loud,” and one would seemingly need to have a 
very bad cold in the head or to hold the nose while 
eating it. It looks rich, but oh dear! the smell is 
prodigious. The Swiss, however, do not dislike 
strong smells, and unless some things do not smeli 
loudly to heaven, they consider them not worth 
having. I prefer American butter and cheese to the 
Swiss, German, or French. 

When I had descended from the first hill, which 
proved not to be the {Hill de Champel, in walk- 
ing around the base, looking at the gardens, eto., in 
the suburbs of the town, my attention was called to 
tunneling that was being done into the hill, and I 
naturally drew near to see what it wasfor. I found 
several tunnels had been made in quite a distance 
and some had been inclosed by large doors, and over 
the entrances of some buildings had been erected, I 
could not exactly devise the reason why so much 
gravel had been removed. A native was at hand, 
and pointing to the large door of one of these tun- 
nels spoke words to me in an unknown tongue ; but 
as there was a pleasant expression on his face, and a 
question was implied by his mysterious remarks, I 
ventured to say * Oui," whereupon he opened the big 
door and beckoned me to follow. Being a good 
follower I followed, and when he carefully closed 
the door we were in the vestibule of darkness itself. 
He lighted two candles, and. giving one to me I was 
enabled by the light of them to see how dark it was. 
He led on and Í followed, and soon we came to 
another big door, which admitted usinto thesactum 
sanetorum of profound darkness and silence, Here 
were huge casks or tuns on either side, two or three 
stories high, and I perceived we were in a beer cel- 
lar, and it was very cool in there, He led me on 
between the rows of monster casks for fully three 
hundred feet, and when.we came to the end I found 
a solid wall of ice.. I could hardly believe it, and 
putting my hand upon it inquired, Glace? and he 


both within the last three centuries abundantly 
shown themselves ready and glad to kill and send 


said * Oui." Sure enough it was ice reaching up ten 
or fifteen feet from the floor, and solid without seams 
like a rock. How it got there I am in ignorance to 
this day. He pointed to a thermometer, and I saw 
that it indicated the freezing point. It was the 
object of course to keep the temperature at as near 
the freezing point as possible. He took me into 
another corridor of a similar kind, where were rows 
on each side of huge open tubs full of beer, under- 
going slow fermentation. He had me go up a lad- — 
der and see the beer and the fermentation. I won- 
dered how the beer got in there, but subsequently 
learned that the brewery was on the hill over the 
cellars, that the decoction of malt and hops was pre- 
pared in the brewery, and then transmitted by pipes 
to the large tubs, and then by other pipes and a 
force pump to the large casks. I very nearly learned 
the secrets of lager beer making right there in the 
dark. The cellars were excellent. The excavations 
were made in a solid hill ef gravel and dirt one hun- 
dred feet high. The excavation was in the form of 
a Gothic arch, sharp at the top, and does not cave 
in. The gravel taken out is used with lime and sand. 
in making excellent conerete for walls and buildings. 
So utility and profit resulted all around. , 

When the good-natured Swiss led me back toward 
the entrance he stopped before a cask and drew a 
glassful of an amber-colored fluid, from which he 
blew the froth and handed it to me. I knew ina 
moment he meant me to drink it. In consideration 
of his kindness in showing me the hidden wonders 
and wealth of that hill I had not language to reject 
his offer and poured it downlike a man. It was not. 
bad. Iam not perhaps a good judge of beer, but I 
counted that as very good. He drew a glass and 
quaffed it himself in excellent style. Then he pro- 
ceded to fill the glass the third time, and I immedi- 
ately began to wonder what he intended to do with 
that third glass. I was not long left in doubt, 
for with a most benignant smile all over his face he 
banded it to me, expecting me to drink it. In vain 
I held up my hands and said, “ No, no; not any more 
if you please.” In vain I told him of my temper- 
ance proclivities and my great piety. He would hear 
nothing of it. He still extended it more determin- 
edly toward me, saying the only word in English 
he knew, * Good, good |? I did not wish to dispute 
the goodness of the beer, but what could Ido? I 
shook my head, stamped my feet, and looked up 
piteously for mercy, but it was no use; he still. 
poked the glass at me, saying, “ Good, good !" 
Resistance was in vain, and there was only one 
thing I could do. I must drink it. I was there in. 
the bowels of the earth, and not even my worst . 
enemies could witness the deed, and I drank in a . 
spirit of self-sacrifice, and the Swiss was appeased, 
especially when I slipped a half franc into his hand. 

I would not have minded those two glasses of beer 
had I not within the half hour before taken a small 
bottle of white wine on the hill. This I had done by 
way of atonement at my disappointment at learning 
from the gentlemanly proprietor of a place of re- 
freshment up there, who speaks very good French 
exclusively, that that was not the Hill de Champel. 
When a bottle of wine costs but a franc, and a man 
wants to do something magnanimous, perhaps on 
extra occasions like that he cannot do better than 
spend the franc in that way. Think not, dear 
friends, that that bottle of wine and two glasses of 
beer had any injurious effect upon your humble ser- 
vant; far from it. A somewhat uncomfortable sense 
of fullness was all; no intoxication or improper 
exhilaration of spirits I assure you. It is one of the 
peculiarities of Swiss beer and wine that to what 
extent they may be indulged in they seldom intoxi- 
eate to any considerable degree. I have not seen a _ 
drunken man in Switzerland yet, though I have seen 
a man take his two bottles of -wine with his dinner. - 
The percentage of alcohol cannot be very heavy. - 

I did not climb to the top of Mt. Saléve, immedi- 
ately south of the city, which is 4,527 feet high. 
A fine view is doubtless obtained from it, but the 
weather has been somewhat rainy here and I did not 
make the effort. It obtained its name from a priest 
by the name of Saléve, who was driven from the 
city by the Protestants, and who went up on that 
high mount and there stopped in view of his church 
and people, saying he would go no further, and there 
he stayed. What ultimately became of the old 
man I have not learned, but I presume he was far 
more worthy of being canonized as a saint than many 
to whom that honor has been extended. 

I visited one of the principal musical box estab- 
lishments for which Geneva is famous, and was 
shown by the polite proprietor, B. A. Bremond, 
many new devices in his art. I saw musical boxes- 
from eight feet in length, with ten cylinders, and 
which would play over one hundred airs, down to 
music boxes the size of a small box, playingetwo 
airs ; music boxes in water pitchers that commence 
to play as soon as lifted from the table; the same 
with fruit-baskets, etc. ; music-boxes that have the 
harp attachment ; music-boxes that imitate the 
church-organ very closely, having large bellows 
operated by heavy springs; .music-boxes like an 
orchestra, or entire band, including drums, bells, and - 
all the variations, This particular one rendered 


ae 


“The Star-Spangled Banner,” “The Marsellaise," 
and “Pinafore” most charmingly. The one that 
' pleased me most was the one in the form of a night- 
ingale sitting on a perch in a cage. He sang as 
though he would burst his throat, and charming’ 
music, indeed, he uttered. The little thing had just 


on other days, and that he had been trying to get 
his brother to let his men rest one day in seven. 
Not that he thought Sunday is any better than the - 
other days, but because everybody ought to have: 
one day of rest in seven. I presume the Europeans! 
the appearance of a bird doing its best at singing, regard one revolution of the earth as being just as 
and the notes were beautifulinthe extreme. Ibhave,holyand assacred as the others, and think that where 
never heard a nightingale, but I think it could the revolution takes place which constitutes what we 
hardly excel this wonderful little counterfeit. The! call Sunday, nothing takes place a particle different. 
price of it is five hundred francs. I would like to: from what occurs on all other days. Their plan is! 
have bought it, but the francs are not plentiful. perhaps better than forcing everybody to keep 
enough. Some of the instruments cost five thou- i Sunday whether they wish to or not. Here those 
sand francs, I saw several I would be glad to pos-; who wish to go to church and say prayers, sing 
sess if there were no ifs in the way. The manufac- i praises, hear mass, and listen to a preacher, can 
turing is not all done in one place. Certain parts freely do so, while those who wish to take exeur- 
are done in one place, and other parts in other sions on the lake or to the mountains, or those who 
places. Some parts the workmen do at their homes. | prefer to work and make a few francs and help sup- 
Large numbers of watches are mapufactured in Gen-| port their families, are just as free to do so. I take 
eva, but I learn that large numbers of the workmen | it that this is about right, and I wish the same spirit 
have emigrated to America, and that American watch ' could more generally prevail in America. The 
manufacturers have come to be heavy competitors puritanical idea which prevails too much that Sun- 
of the Geneva houses. day is materially different from all other days, and 

I would be glad to visit old Mont Blanc, Mont that it is wicked to take pleasure on that day, or to 
Rosa, the Jungfrau, near Interlachen, and to climb do anything save wear a long face, drawl out pray- 
to the very summit of their highest peaks, but there ers, listen to horribly dull sermons, and play the 
are some difficulties in the way. It would require hypocrite generally, all for Jesus’ sake, is the most 
several days and quite an outlay of money for con-; absurd one in the world, and well will it be if it 
veyance, guides, mules, etc. When Albert Smith | can go entirely out of fashion. In Catholic coun- 
made the ascension of Mont Blanc with four others tries religion is not made exclusively a Sunday busi- 
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many of the mechanics work Sundays the same as hav an over-aupply of food, and prayed the Lord to ^ 


‘several hundred million people. 


it cost him 2,338 francs. Of course it-can be done 
much cheaper now, but I have not the necessary 
funds. I am hardly of the age to make the needful 
physical exertions, and am not at all partial to mule 
or donkey-riding. So I shall omit climbing to and 
reveling in the eternal snows, as well as breaking 
my neck in slipping and falling from some icy crag 
into the vast abyss a long ways below. I will con- 
tent myself with having seen the Bernese Alps and 
Mont Blanc at a distance, the photographs of those 
and many others, with the real views I have had of 
lofty mountains and will still have in crossing the 
Alps over into Italy. : 

There are many places of great interest in Switzer- 
land which I will not be able to visit, and among 
them are Zurich, Lake Lucerne, Interlachen, Neu- 
chatel, ete. They all have their peculiar charms and 
attractions ; but I cannot take the time to see all. 
I have seen and will see much of this peculiar coun- 
try, and will go home quite well satisfied if I do not 
go to the time and expense of visiting all the points 
which richer tourists are in the habit of visiting. 

‘I would like to go to Altdorf, near St. Gothard, in 
the eastern part of Switzerland and visit the place 
where William Tell, at the command of the tyrant 
Gessler, shot an apple from his young son’s head, 
the beautiful story of whieh has charmed and ani- 
mated thousands of patriotic Swiss, as well as thou- 
sands of other nations ; but as charming as the story 
is, and as much as it has inspired men to noble deeds 
of daring, it is now generally admitted. that. William 
Tell, his son, and the apple are all myths, and that 
no such event ever took place. It seems a little 
cruel that the happy dreams and fancies of our 
childhood should be thus rutblessly destroyed. But 
truth is inexorable and does just such things. | 

There have been a great number of myths in the 
world that have been implicitly believed in and 

which have yielded great consolation to those who 
accepted them as facts. The story with respect to 
the amiable but misused carpenter of Nazareth, in 
my humble opinion, is one of these myths, and I 
thnik his existence had no more reality than William 
Tell, Jack the Giant Killer, Santa Claus, Blue Beard, 
John Bul, Brother Jonathan, Uncle Sam, Miss 
Columbia, and lots more. The world has been full 
of myths, and I will let William Tell go with the 
rest of them and not try to hunt up the place where 
he is said to have performed his valorous deeds. — 

Geneva and its environs bave many historical 
events interwoven in their histery, but I have not 
the time nor facilities to engage in their recital. 
Pregny, 2 short distance from the town, 18 where the 
-Empress Josephine resided after her cruel divorce 
from Bonaparte, and there Baron Rothschild has a 
magnificent villa. There are several beautiful and 
interesting villages near the city and many fine 
country seats. It isa good place here to live for 
those who have a plenty of money and leisure. 

The Swiss people have their peculiarities, but 
they are pretty well known, and it is hardly neces- 
sary for me to attempt to enter into a detail of 
them. I willonly say they are as a class industri- 

. ous, frugal, temperate, ingenious, patriotic, liberty- 
loving, virtuous, and happy. . They love their 
country and will freely shed their blood in defense 
of it, They are decidedly a religious people, all 
Christians of course, and perhaps about equally 
divided between Catholics and Protestants, but with 
all their religion Sunday is lightly observed here, 
and in this it is much like all the continental coun- 
tries of Europe. The railroad trains, steamboate, 


diligences, etc., run precisely on Sundays as other 
days, and many carry on 


their work the same as on 
other days. The Swiss I spoke of who spent several 
years in America, and is now superintendent for his 
brother who is an extensive builder, told me that 


ness as it is with the Protestants of England and 
America, Here the old women, principally of the 
female sex, who wish to attend to pious duties 
and go to early mass at-daylight in the morning on 
every day of the week, or to the later masses, or 
who wish at any time through the day to go and 
kneel before the image of the Virgin and count 
their beads, say their Ave Marias and pater nosters, 
etc., have the utmost freedom to do so; and a few 
who have the inclination and time keep it up at 
nearly all hours of the day and on nearly every day 
of the week, while the great bulk of the population 
do nothing of the kind, and treat Sunday almost 


precisely as they do the other six days. With pious 
Americans it is notso. They have a long, pious, 
hypocritical face exclusively for Sunday ; this they 
draw on with great sanctimoniousness on Sunday 
morning and would not be seen to smile audibly for 
any consideration, but on the week days their relig- 
ion is very conveniently laid aside and their time is 
spent in striving to cheat their fellow-beings out of 
afew dollars of their hard-earned money, and how 
they can in someway obtain. the advantage of their 
more unsuspecting neighbors and strangers. Relig- 
ion, according to their views, should be attended to 
only on one day in the week, and then with the 
utmost severity. That is Puritanism. I prefer my 
Sundays,like my hotels, on the European plan— 
have what you choose, and pay only for what you 

et. 
: One peculiarity of the Swiss I will mention, and 
that is the custom of both men and women carrying 
heavy loads on their backs by means of a large flat- 
tish trumpet-shaped basket or vessel with straps 
through which they pass their arms, thus carrying 
very heavy loads. Fiat vessels of wood for milk are 
thus transported about, and I have seen many women 
with tin vessels of this shape carrying water from 
fountains to their homes. The style is convenient 
for those who have heavy loads to carry. I think 
the women do not carry heavy loads on tbeir heads 
8o much as in Germany, but they do march off with 
tremendous back loads. 

[ro BE CONTINUED. | 
—_—_— oor 

WILLIAM DENTON will commence a course of illustrated 
geological lectures at Republican Hall, 55 West Tbirty-third 
street, this city, on Monday, November 8:h. Tickets for 
the course, $1; single lecture, 25 cents. We recommend 
everybody to go and hear him, as there is no more interest- 
ing aud instructiv Jecturer in the country than Mr. Denton, 


Death by Prayer. 


To TRE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Recently I 
followed a benevolent order to the last home of a deceased 
brother, and while there a very orthodox pastor of the Bap- 


send him one of Bro, Jones’ fat turkeys, He kept up his . 
devotion for several nights, but no turkey came, and finally”: 
the old darkey prayed the good Lord to send him after the: 
turkey, and then he fetched him the first night. f 


OBSERVER 


The Philosopher's Stone. 


In the years 1260 te 1280 Marco Polo, a Ven tia», we :t 
to China and stayed there, traveling all over it. Ha de-. 


‘scribed the splendid civilization there, and it is evident 


from his accounts that the whole land—a space as larga as 
all Europe— was cultivated like a garden and crowded with. 
He found innumerable 
cities finely built and carefully governed. In fact, there i3 


-no country of Europe to day except B-Igium where the pec- 


ple liv so happily avd in such high civil'zatiou ss then did 
the people of China, Itis well known that China has de- 
Clined very much from her condition even one hundred and- 
fifty years ago. She was in her prime when Polo was there. 


Speaking about the money used in China, he says(chap- ^. 


ter xviii), ‘‘In this city of Kanbalu is the mint of the grand 
khan, who may truly be said to possess the secrets of the 
alchemists, as be has ihe art of producing money by the 
following process.” He then tells how paper is taken, pre- 
pared carefully, cut into pieces of different sizes, longer , 
than they are wide. The s'z» indicates the value repre- 
sented. i : 

“ The coinsge of this paper money,” he says, *'is authen- 
ticated with as much form and solemnity as if it were of 
pure gold, for to each note a number of cfficers specially 
appointed not only subscribe their names, but affix their 
signets also; and when this has been done by all of them, 
the principal officer deputed by the emperor, having dipped 
into vermilion the royal seal committed to his care, stamps 
with it the piece of paper, by which it receives full authen- 
ticity as current money, to counterfeit which ia a capital 
crime. 

** This money circulates through all the grand khan’s do- 
minions, nor does any person refuse to accept it in pay- 
ment. All his subjects receive it without hesitatioo, be- 
cause they can dispose of it again in the purchase of mer- 
chandise, gold, silver, pearls—in short, every article. Sev- 
eral times a year large caravans of merchants arrive and 
dispose of their goods for this money, because even though 
they should be inhabitants of countries where this money 
is not current, they invest it iu other articles suited to their 
own markets, When any person has old or damaged paper 
money he can exchange it at the khan’s mint for new notes, 
Bhould any want gold or silver for purposes of manufac- 
ture, such as driuking-cups, girdles, or ether articles, they 
in like manner apply at the mint, and for their paper get 
all the bullion they want. Ail his mejesty's armies are paid 
in this paper money, which is to them of the same value as. 
gold or silver, Upon these grounds, it may certainly be 
eaid that the grand khan has a more extensiv command cf 
treasure than any other sovereign in the universe,” 

This to the then barbarians of Europe seemed incredible, 
yet some states of Italy were wise enough to see through 
and adopt it. Here was a money used by a nation the most 
populous and most civilized and most commercia] the world 
has ever seen; and this money was based upon the revenues 
of the government, which revenues sre themselvs founded 
on the whcle power, wealth, honor, and dignity of the peo- 
ple, whose government is Constantly receiving and diaburs- 
ing them, The words ''legi:l tender,” stamped by law, 
suffice for its people, and there never was a money of the 


tist persuasion, a Rev. Parker, in his discourse said that the 
deceased had been a sufferer from that dreadful disease, 
cancer, for the last eight years, and that he visited him fre- 
quantly, and prayed and sang with him; that recently just 
as the sun was going down he was standing by his bedside 
witnessing his suffering, and that he fervently prayed God 
to relieve the sufferer by death, and that in less than ten 
minutes his prayer was answered, and that the sufferer was 
relieved by death. , 

Now the question is, if his assertion istrue that God killed 
this man in answer to the prayer of a bigot, and if he could 
hav his petitions enswered and death brought in teu minutes, 
why did he not pray to an all-wise, powerful, and merciful 
God and hav the poor sufferer restored to perfect health aud 
to the bosom of his friends, as he was but a young msn? 
Would the pions divine and his God rather grieve, separate, 
and kill poor mortals here than to restore, console, and cure i 
suffering humanity? If jit is right far a divine to pray for 
the death of a sufferer, why not end his life with a pistel or- 
a dose of morphine, These eminent divines’ preyere hav, 


about as mugh efficacy as the old negro’s 


had who did not, 


world. CLARK 1BVINE, 
Oregon, Mo. 


‘t NATURE'S REVELATIONS oF CHARACTER,” an origina. 
and interesting work on physiogaomy, by Dr. J. Simms, 
author of “ Scientific Lectures," “A New Pbysiognomical 
Chart," ** Health and Cuaracter,” etc , is all and more than 
its name implies, Tie book contains some six hundred 
pages, is neatly printed and illustrated, and apart from its 
scientific and literary character, is a valuable historical 
record of the lives of celebrated men aud events. It tells 
how to interpret the signs stamped by Nature upon the faces 
and forms of her childrer, and thus possess herself of all 
their mental and moral traits of person. Aiso the physiog- 
nomical signification of the walk, the laugh, etc. B> pleas- 
ingly and lucidly are the cardinal principles of the science 
of nature illustrated and explaincd, that the student is very 
soon able to judge who of his friends hav the musical ear, 
the eye for love, the eloquent lips, the? peaceful eyebrows, 
the intellectual chin, and to determin who is to he trusted 
and who is to be suspected. The knowledge of a science 
such as physiognomy, which deals directly with nature and 
human nature, issure to prove of incalculable benefi; to him 
who has mastered it in any or all the wa!ks of life. It bears 
also as equally an important relation to the body as it does 
to the mind and prescribes the best known natural rules for 
the preservation of the mental powers and physical health. 
The best evidence, perbaps, of the intrinsic worth of 
** Nature's Revelations of Character” is the large sale it has 
met with and the uoqual:ficd indorsement given it by the 
critics and scientists of Europe and America. The deserved 
high reputation of its auther, Dr. J. Simms, who is well and 
favorably known all the world over as a scientific lecturer 
and writer, has also added to the popularity of the. book. 
Everyone should secure a copy, for ‘knowledge is power," 
and ours is an age of progression. —Sult Lake Tribune, 


—— 
AN epg of the grest auk was recently sold in London for 
$500 This is supposed to be the largest price ever paid for 
an egg, except a single specimen of à moa egg, which wag 
gold in London, is 1868, for $1,000. i 


Creation. 
A BY B. 0, H. MOON. 
>. Oreation isa myth, No dreamy God 
JEe'er slept in the night of chaos on a bed 
Made of vacuity, and ‘neath his head 
The darkness for a pillow, and awoke 
Half frightened by the whir of ange! w!ngs, 
And struck a light to ses what horrid things 


Had roused him from his sleep ; began to nod; 


Then lit his eye with glory as he thought 


That he ’tween sleeps would make the world 


: from nought. 
With pity for nihility he spoke, 


And borne upon his breath were space and 


time, 


Then blew the dust from heaven’s floor sub- 


ime— 


A myriad òrbs which through the ages sweep— 


And. satisfied, retired again to sleep. 
. Jerome, Ind, 


George Chainey’s 


FOUNDATION STONES 


~ “OFTHE 
CHURCH OF THE UNITY, 
EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, 


And the foundations of the wall of 
the city were garnished with all manner 


of precious stones.—Rey. xxi, 19. 


For modes of faith let graceless bigots fight: 
His can't be wrong whose lite la la the right; 
In faith and hope the world will disagree, 
But all mankind’s concern is charity ; 


All must ba fa'sethat thwactthis one great end; 


And all of God that bless mankind, or mend, 
—LlOpe, 
Price 75 cents, Cloth. 


For sale nt TRUTH SEEKER office, 141 El 
street, New York. x tiehen 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 


i WasHINGTON, D, O.. July 19, 1880, 
. I wish to LAE public that a Mr, Baldwin, 
of Chicago, also Rhodes & McOlure, of the same 
placa, are publishing pamphlet editions of my 
lectures. All. the lectures published by them 
are grossly {naccurate—filled with mistakes, 
horrihly printed, avd ou rageously unjust to 
me, These men are simple literary thieves and 
pirates. and are obtaining money from rhe pub- 
io under false pretenses. I take this course to 
warn the public that these publications are 
fraudulent. The only correct copies of my lec- 
tures are published by O. P, Farrel), All others 
are published by peopia who are willing to steal 
from me and defraud the public vender, Thesa 
wretches hav published one lecture under four 
titles, and several others under two or three, 

3m3t R. G. INGERSOLL. 


. All of C. P, Farreil's editions of Col, Lager- 
U tks, and none others, are sold at this 
ron worka and i D. M. BENNETT. 


THE 


CLERGYMAN'S VICTIMS. 


A Radical Romance. 
MRS. J. E. BALL. 


This pamphlet of over 100 pages lsa pleasing 
animated, domestic story, presenting Liberal 
thought in an agreeable manner, and will be 
read by thousands where heavier, drier, and 
more philosophical and metaphysical works 
are not preferred, It is a good story to lend 


Obriatian natehhors tn raad. Price. 35 canta. 


$728 WEEK. $12 & day at home easily made. 
‘Costly outfit free. Tru: &Oo.. Augusta. Me, 


THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


A collection of songs by Whittier, Longfellow, 
Bryan', Tennyson, and others, set to familiar 
tunes. Designed for Liberal Leagues and other 
meetings, 9nd in Liberal homes. Comeiled an 
edited by Eliz» Boardman Burnz. Price, half 
bound and on heavy paper, 25 cents ; one hun» 
dred copies, $15.00; flity, $800: twenty-five 
$5.00, Aper covers. 15 Gente; one hundred 
Copias, $10.00; fifty, $5.00; twenty-five con:es, 
$3,00 Twocents per copy addi'ional. must be 
gent to provay postage on all wholesale orders, 
Address all orders to D. M. BENNETT. 
141 Eighth street, New York. 


— 


A New and Important Work, entitled 


-OUTLINES OF PHRENCLOGY, 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 
Graduate of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College 
and the New York Phrenological 
Institute, 


This work is intended both as a chart for the 
use of phrenologists and a text-book for stu- 
dents of phrenology. As a chart it will be 
found fuller and more complete than any other 

-work of its Size on this subject. It contains in 
addition to the ‘Table of Developments," one 
of “Adap‘ation to Different Pursuits,” and one 
of “Conjugal Adaptation.” These tables being 
perfectly easy to understand, are calculated to 
render the work at once both interesting and 
useful. The work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
functions, health, ete., and all the facultles and 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvement. Its explanation 
of the principles of phrenology, ete., and its 
other important remarks will be found well 
&dapted to the meeds of students and others 
who may desire to acquire an elementary know). 
edge of phrenology with as little outlay of time 
and labor as possible. In short, thigwork wil] 
be found wel! adapted to the needs of both stu- 
deuts and phrenological examiners, 

The work contains 105 
Ei4p of the head, showing the locations 
the faculties. and is handsomely printed an 

Ound, Price, paper, 60 canta; cloth. 76 cents, 
^ - . Address b. ENNETT 


161 Eighth Bt, 


BN. Y 
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"WHY DON'T GOD KILL 


A 


i 


iy 


| 


THE DEVIL? 
A series of Essays dedicated to ths St. Johns 
(Mich.) School Board. 


BY M. BABCOCK. 
Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office, 


$66 
SUPERSTITION; 


THE RELIGION OF 


* Believe or be Damned.” 
OPEN LETTER TO THE 


ST. JOHNS SCHOOLZ BOARD. 
BY 
m. BABCOCK. 


This book contains an inspired PHOTO- 
GRAPH of the GOD that’s being worshiped at 
the expense of the district in our nnblie 
schools; the God tbat '* overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that’s wanted in the Conatirution; the 
gentleman that owns some three billion dollars’ 
worth of untaxed church property; the ''so- 
help-me? God that mukes a lie the truth in 
eourt; the God that governors besought to stop 
the yellow fever, whic” he didn't do. Th 
ture is worth the price of the tv 
cents, Forsaleby D. Mi. BENNETT, 

i 141 Eighth sur.et, Now York. 


a week in your owntewn. Terms and $5 
outfit free. H, Hallett & Co., Portland, Mv. 


LADIES!! 


“SALEM, OR.. July 17, 1880, 
"B. H. PRESTON, Dear Sir: Pleage send me by 
express, O. O. D., to Portland, Or., $100.00 (one 
hundred dollars) worth of that '" Comstock ” 
Syringe, I mean business, 
“DR. MARY OLANDER,” 


Only sixteen had been sold when 


COMSTOCK 


Bet out to suppress it. Now orders come as 

above, Grand jurymen buv it for their wives, 

It is SrtMPLE, BAFE, INFALLIBLY RELIABLE, noc- 

essary to HEALTH And personal puri: y. and is 

pronounced by patients and physicians to be 

the greatest 5 
GODSEND TO THE BEX 


gotten up in this generation. Sent securely 

boxed, with private instructions for special use, 

Confidential terms to aganta. Pries 814 00. 
Address SAM. H, PRESTON, 


tfí22 209 West 84th st., New York. 


ages, with an excellent pity 
of all would like correspondence with some lady of 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
ce containing 275 pages, 12mo, Price, 

1.25. 


. This book contains the prinsipal points that 
| Mr. Ingersoll has made against the P-niateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 

hlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
neorrect, filled with mistakes, and cousist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
sre two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
! book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
ite facta and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, aud pathos, 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50. 

Small Busta, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one, 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Sanony, the calebrated artist of Mew 
York, at the following prices: 
Imperialorlarge size . . ., 40 cente 

20 " 


Photo or card size AERE" 
Life-size Lithograph, 21x27 . . 5 " 
D. M, BENNETT, 


ostage paid. 
141 EranTH ÑT.. NEW YoRK 


Correspondence Wanted. 


married man of middle age who is not hap- 
mated on aecount of religious differences, 


refinement and culture, whose ideas are Lib- 

eral and whose heart ia tujl o? the milk of 

human kindness, Address, IRVIN HOGUE, - 
8:48 ' Detroit. Mich, 


J 


`| P. A. BIS 


logic, inimitable in its stvla, and | 


THE : 
| Anonymous Hypothesis: 


e 
Creation. 
A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
. Account. 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS, 


Cloth; price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St. N. Y. 


ver day at home, Samples worth 


i $5'to $202 free. Stinson&Oo. Portland, Me 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


. A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East," '* Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Maii Gazette, 

Power. eloquence, and originality character- 
ize ‘‘ Nathaniel Vaughan ” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novelg.—Züustrated Lon- 
don News. s 

An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition. 
with & sound moral expressed,though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas,— Westminster Review. 

D, M. BENNETT. Publisher, 141 Eighth 8t.. N.Y 


KNOW THYSELF! 
LI 

(Sa HE untold miseries that re. 

/ 2 sult from indiscretion in 

3 early life may be alleviated 

and cured. Those who doubt 

this assertionshould purchase 

the new medieni work pub. 

lished by the PEABODY MED. 

IOAL INSTITUTE, ton, 
jjantitled The Science of Life; 

MI Or, Selt Preservation. Ex. 


hauated vitality nervous and physical debility, 


| or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 


close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 
. Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. It isa standard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
seriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price ofthebook, Bound in French 
cloth : price only $1, sent by mail post-paid. 

The London Lancet says: "No person Should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage. 

The author refers by permission to Hon. 

A SELL, M.D., President of the Nation- 
al Medical Association. ` - 
Address D 


H di 


kiilandex: THYSELF 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in Ohampagne, France, 
wholly ahjured religious dogmas, and left as his 
" Last Will and Testament? to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled '" Gom- 
mon Sense,” 

This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal publie. No 
more seathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been mada, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liboral con- 
cerning the book: ‘ 


f NEWBURYPORT Mass., Sept. 23, 1878, 
To Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam: 

The work of ihe honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. "Thomas Paine’s "Age 
of Reason "is mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire’s ‘Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so well. 


AMES PARTON, 
Price. cloth, $1,60; paper, $1.00, 
D. V, BENNETT, 141 Eighth Bt., N. Y, 


|ACHINERY, 


Hand, Foot and Power Presses, Die Work of all kinds, 
Perforating Dies @ Specialty. 


E. B. STIMPSON, 31 Spruce Stu NY. 


Jangi. : 


Was Christ a God? 


Conclusions Drawn from 
Apostolice Writings. 


BY F. MENSIGA. 


OonTENTS.— Questionable Dogmas, Bupersti- 
tion and Religion, the Appearanee of Christ, 
the Life of Christ, Comments and Explanations 
of Jude, James, John, Peter, Paul (all his epis- 
tles), Acts, the Four Gospels, Revelations, a 
Summary. Erroneous Theories of Deity, Heav- 
en, Devil, Hell, the Author's Intuitions, Eyolu- 
tion of Life. A work of strength and merit. 

An oetavo volume of 253 pages. Price, $1.59, 
Sold at this office. 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


perience. 


Second number, 87o, 180 pp... ,- $1.00. : 


The Rights of Man. By Tomas 
Parse Written in defense of his lellow- 
man. A work almost without a peer in the 
world, Large type. Paper, 69 cents; eloth, 
$9 cents. f : ; 

Life of Thomas Paine, By Carvin 
BLANCHARD. 129mo. Large type, with a fine 
steel portrait of Paine, Paper, 40 cents; . 
cloth, 75 cents. : : 

The Heathens of the Heath. By. 
Ww. MCDONNELL, author of Exrter Hall. 
A radical romance. Paper, $3.00 ; cloth, 
$1.59. 

Career of Religious Edeas: Their 
Ultimate the Religion of Science, 
By Hupsem TUTTLE. An able examination 
of the sources of the past. religions of the 
world. 140 pp. i2mo. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents, : i 

"Thirty Discussions, Bible $to- 
ries, Essays, and Lectures. By D. M. 
BENNETT. mbracing a variety of subjects, 
the whole making nearly seven hundred 
pages. The subjects treated can hardly 
prove uninteresting to the reader. Paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $1.00. $ 

The Humphrey-Bennett Discus- 
sion. A debaie between Rev. G. H. Hum- 
PHREY, Presbyterian clergyman, and D. M. 
BENNETT, Editor of ‘‘The Truth Seeker.” 
Three propositions were discussed, viz: 1, 
Did unbelievers in the Bible do as much for 
American independence as believers in it? 
2. Has Infidelity done as much as Christian- 
ity to promote learning and-science? 38. Is 
there a.stronger probability that Infidelity is 
true than that the Bible is divine? Bennett 
affirming; Humphrey denying. Cloth (550 
pp.). $1.00, 

The Burgess-Underwood Debate. 
Between Pror. O. A. Buneuss, President cf 
the Northwestern Christian Uuiversity at 
Indianapolis, Ind., and B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
of Boston, Mass, Held during four days at 
Aylmer, Ont., commencing June 29, 1875. 
Reported by John T. Hawke. Frnsr Propo- 
SITION: *' The Christian Religion, as set 
forth in the New Testament, is true in fact, 
and of divine origin." Burgess in the affirm- 
ative; Underwood in the negative. BEOOND 
Proposition: ‘‘ The Bible is erroneous in 
many of its teachings regarding science and 
morals, and is of human origin.” Under- 
wood in the affirmative; Burgess in the neg- 
ative. 12mo. 188 pp. Price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, $ 

The Ciced of Christendom: Its 
Foundatic Contrasted with its 
Superstructure, By W. R. Guxe, au- 
thor of '' Enigmas of Life,” ‘‘ Literary and 
Social Judgments,” etc. F, W. Newman, in 
speaking of this work in the '* Fortnightly 
Review,” says: ‘‘ Some twelve years ago, ia 
& London drawing-room, one of our most 
eminent men of science asked, * Why do not 
the bishops answer Mr. Greg's Creed of 
Christendom? They are bound to answer it 
—if they can.’ In the lifetime of the present 
generation the earliest work at all similar 
was, that of Mr. Charles Hennell, which, in 
Various respects, had great merit; but Mr.. 
Greg, coming later, had the advantage of - 
access to many able German researches, and 
his work continues the most complete on al! 
sides; to it one may most confidently appeal 
when assailed by eager Christians with the 
current commonplaces of their warfare, 
Since bishops, deans, learned canons, and 
academic divines do not reply formally to 
80 thorough, clear, and_learned a treatise, 
which has been so long before the'public, we 
have tne best of proof aitainable that this 
historical argument—occupying* precisely 
the ground which English academicians 
have chosen as their own—is unanswerable,” 

One volume, crown octavo, wits com- 
plete index. The London edition soid for 
$5, ‘Price of American editioa, cloth, $1.50. 

The Underwood-Marples We- 
bate. Between B. F. UwDERWuCD, 4 
Boston, aud the Rev. JORN Man»LxS, cf 
Toronto, Ont, Held at Napanee, Oat., in 
July, 1875. Two propositions ‘discussed: 
Firat: ‘‘That Atheism, Naturalism, and 
Modern Skepticism are Illogical and con- 
trary .9 Reason."  SzcowD: ''The Bible, 
consisting of the Old and New Testaments, 
evidences beyond ail other books its divine 
origin.” Marples affirms; Underwood de- 
nies, Reported in fu'l, and revised by the 
debaters. 111 pp. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 
60 cents. ' 

Enterrogatories to Jehovah. By 
D. M. BENNETT. A series of close questions 
upon a great variety of subjects, irom the 
origin of Deity and the universe, the creatio» 
of the earth, man, and woman, the flood, tha 
Bible, the old patriarehs and prophets, down 
to the doctrina] points embraced by the 
Church. With a iull-length portrait of Je- 
hovah according to the Bible. A bold and 
radical work. 12mo, 250 pp. Paper, 80 


| cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Pro and Con of Supernatu- 
ral Religion; or, An Answer to the 
Question, Have we a Supernaturaliy-Re- 
vealed, Infaliibly-Inspired, and Miraculousty- 
Attested Religion in the World?. By E, E. 
GuiLL, ex-Universalist clergyman ; together 
with a sketch of the author. In four parts, 
Paper, 30 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. 

Truth Seeker Leaflets, ot two pages 
each. ‘Linriy-\wo in umover; Æ cents per 
dozen; 8 cents for the set; 25 cents per hun- 
dred; $2.09 per thousand, 

Adveutures of Eider Triptolemus 
Tob, Comprises important sud starting 
disclosures concerning hell, its magnitude, 
mosis, exployments, climate, ei € By 
mov, GEORGE Sognns. A rich, jnterenting ^. 
iie work, Paver, d cente - 


The Truly Seeker, October, 90, J880. 
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The 
- MOSES HULL 


For campaign purposes it is just the thing. 
Oontalns unanswerable arguments in favor of 
ascientifia money. 

The Commoner says : 

“Nothing has been written which will do as 
good wor ás this. Itis worth its weight in 
gold, 

Price 10 cents. Sold by D. M, BENNETT, 

- 141 Eighth st., New York. 


AFREE BOOK FOR THE SICK, 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet forms 
shows how Ohronie Diseases can be positively 
. eured by an original system of practice, It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
ali the chronic ills to which the human family 
js subject, besides illustrative cases, and yu be 
-. gent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to per eost of mailing. 
MURRAY HILL PUBLISHING CO 
: 129 ost 29th Street. N. Y 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment, 


Revised and Enlarged Edition. 


"2 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


. D. M, BENNETT, 141 Eighth St., N. Y. 


we The Religio- Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes and sells an imperfect, disordered, an 
mangled edition. with all the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1860, from which it was 
pirated by the late S, 


§. Jones. 


i 


A regularly educated and legally qualifled 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove 
res all forms 
Sexaal i 


gons. and 


Decay, 
Ga 


themselves. 
-Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrhoa, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other | 
private diseases quickly cured, All diseases of | 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhoa, 
otc., treated with equal success, 

R. R. P. FELLOWS has within the last fifteen i 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, | 
many of which were looked on as past yoco very, 
and in fact had been given uv by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the aid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill, There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
{cines to reach the cause of tha complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. i 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR ! 


Sent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
feats, and cure of Spermatorrhoa, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magistrate, which 
is positive and convincing testimony to the 


: Doetor's great skill, 

Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Enclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 


[From the Western Reformer.} 
"DR. R. P. FELLOWS 


highly educated and scientific physician. 
Bae an original system of practloę and is 
ay 


erfectly reliable and trustworthy. 
heard many flattering reports of his successful 
aurea of disanses incident to humanity.” 


. THE . 
- Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
AND THE ' 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine an 
Medica! Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
for Women. 

Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
` Maroh 20 and 27, 1874. 

Oloth: price so cents, For sale by 

l D, M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth at Boys 
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Real Issue. WHAT IS MONEY? 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. | COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


this office. ` : 


Issues of the Age. 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 


Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 


was at one time new; and what we now defend | 
‘by examples will at a future period stand as | uphold the theory 


precedents.— Tacitus, 
Y. Graphic. 


dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced.—Jewish Times. 


company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought, He has excel- 
| lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirationg,—N. Y. Tribune, i 


Author of “The Essence of Christianity,” etc 


Coth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham, 


; The witnesses in their eross-examination not 
: only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
gelvas, put condemn each other, showing some 


E dence” ag 


NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


A DEBATE j The following valuable Liberal 
BETWEEN | works hav been placed on sale, 
' wholesale and retail, with “The 

,Erutü Seeker:? 


| Antiquity of Christianity. 
| 


AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. — 
Pamphlet form. Price 8 cents, For sale at! BY JOHN ALBERGER. 
12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 


This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 
nda of the origin of the religion of 
| rist, 


IN MODERN THOUGHT. ! i ESSAYS ON 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. | Mind, Matter. Forces, Theol- 
! ogy, eto, 
j BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This ia g collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals, They are chiefly intended to 


of the stability of matte 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind, i 


An admirably written, scholarly volume.—™ = SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author, 75 cents, 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 


Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc. 
BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50, 


and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00, 
Everything that we now deem of antiquity | 


He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 


The author of this volume has evidently kept 


Faith and Reason; 


Heart, Soul, and Hand Work, 


A concise account of the Ohristian religio 
and all the prominent religions before an 
since Obristianity, 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


© o . . 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 

BY 0. G. DAVID, 
Price, 75 cents, 
THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 
A critical study, By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 


TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12mo, 827 pp, $2.00, 


‘Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and-Antichristian 
` Experience. ` 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 852 pp. $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
BY GEORGE REBER. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00. 


n 


d 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Translated from the German. 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 


Tho truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our axe l— Eriraot 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LECITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 

A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 

This is the masterly lecture reprinted in Tax 
TEUTA SEEKER, It A the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that Ba 
tragedy was but the to-be-iooked-for outcome 

of the teaching of the Bible, 


0 centé, . M. BENNETT, 
Pricei0cont&, mighth Btreot N- YX. Clty. 


JUST OUT! 
Another Extraordinary Book! 
Sixteen Saviors or None; 


OR, various sects and creeds which antedated the 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- formation of the Ohristian church, 
eal Gun. 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Joun T. PERRY'S “‘ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One." T'wo hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Olneinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks, His 
work isa review of Kersey Graves’ ’ Sixteen 
Orucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible, 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Court," in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 


to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting, 
BY A. R. COOPER. 


NAZARETH, 
BY M. SORLESINGER, PH.D,, 


bany. N. 


THE 


tianity 


of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in | cents. 


the case, - This feature of the work is really 
iaughable, . It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn '' state's ovi- 
ainst him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 


- OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 


| world an amount of historical testimony i * pri 
| against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 

ing. Tho work is enlivened) by numerona anoo- me 
j dotes illustrative of Mr. eRty's absurdities. 

One reader pronounces it, "A thunder-blast 
. against Mr. i erry, Sr a dead Shot On orthos SOUL P ROBLEMS, 

oxy, which leaves not a grease spot of either. ; 

In the two works will be found the abiest argu- With Papers on the Theological Amendment 

! ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The and the State Personality Idea. 


, Warg comprises about 200 pages. 


Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1, BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 


| For salo by D: M. BENNETT. Paner. 18mo. 88 pagea: prine, 25 centa 
n THEOLOGY 
‘CAUSE OF HUMANITY, POCKET THEI À 
pee spinis NE ; VOLTAIRE. 

(Rising and the Waning Faith. | suus tom, pae Heres D Met Be 
i AnINTRODUOTION to the BTUDY OF THE fh. ho pamphlet containg nearly 500 of yof 


POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY end the RELIGION | taire’s sharp, 


7 ] .. There is nothing fa the 
,PFEUMANITY, Dy COUBTLANDT PAMER | oats i, sees ought bor cove 
Relea moie ag paged. Prios, only 94 center: T 


Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 


12mo. 48 pp: paper, 29 cts. ; flexible cloth, 35 cts, 
THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Ohris- 


This is a very valuable and concise work, and 
states in plain and unmistakable language the 
reasons why Ohríisiianity is a failure. Price, 50 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 


tions of theologica and ecclesiastical subjects, 


The Gods and Religions | 


of Ancient and Modern 


L] `~ 
Times. — — 
In Two Large Octavo Volumes, 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
Volume I. treats principally om all the 
Gods of the world. Volume IL. givsafull 
description of the Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. An interesting and instruc- 
tiv work. Incloth, $3 per vol.the two vol- . 
umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
vol., or $7 for the two volumes. In Morocco 
and Gilt Edges, $4.50 per vol., or $8 for the 
two volumes, Sent free of postage. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G. INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION, 


Paper Covers, 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 


Lectures.” 


OoNTENTS.—''The Gods,” “Humboldt,” “Thog, 
Paine,” “Indivjduality,” “Heretics and Her- 
esies.” Price, 50 cents. 


t 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 


5 other Lectures.” 

ONTENTS,—'' The Ghosts,” “ Liberty of Ma 

Woman, and Ohild,” " Declaration of ndepend: 

ence.” “Farming In Illinois," "Speech at Oin- 

einnati," “The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
reum." Price 60 cents. 


Poth volumes bound in one, price; $1.00. n 
otographs o r. Ingersoll, " 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices:  - 
Imperial, or large size... ........ 40 cents, 
Photo, OF card $28. ............ 90 cents. 
Life-size lithograph, 21x27...... 50 cents. 


Postage paid. 
Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.26. 


Address D, M. BENNETT, 
14 Eighth St.. New York. 


THE 
JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE. 


BETWEEN ‘ 
PROF. W. F. JAMIESON, 


Of Ohieago, Ill., and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 


Ot Kentucky. 


Held in Kirksville, Mo., during nine evenin, 
—May 20-29, 1810. Synopsis Teport—oficial, 
This book of 220 pages give an interesting preg- 
entation of the’ theological questions whieh 
divide Christians and Liberals. The Rev, 
Di'zler is regarded as an able defender of his 
favorit Christian doetrins, but it will undoubte 
edly be admitted by the reader that Prof, W, F, 
Jamieson fully met all he had to offer. 


Obris- 

tian readers will take more kindly to à work o 

this kind. giving both sides an’ equally fave 

ohanoe. than to books on our side only. 

v rico, in papernovers 50 cents; well bound, - 
nts. 


WORKINGMEN, READ! 
ALLEGORY. 


UNCLE SAM ARD AMERICUS, 


A DIALOG ON 


LAND, LABOR, AND REFORM. 
By F. E. BOYD. 


Outlines of a plan for a new American na- 
tional land and labor co-operativ system, by 
which land and comfortable homes may be se- 
cured to the poorest classes of every race, with- 
out money or price, with the educational and 
social advantages of modern civilization. De- 
signed to ameliorate the condition of the struge 
gilog masses: to equnliza population; to pre- 
vent vice, crime, and paunerism; to prevent 
the recurrence of industria) crises and feuds, 
labor riots, and popular {nsurrections; to ter- 
minate Indian wars; to avoid or do away with 
an oligarchy of iandlords and capitalists; and 
to preserve or restore the liberties ofthe people 
and the rights of self-government by bringing 
immediately together the two great elements of 
universal y rogress, land and labor. 

** The land shali not be sold forever; for the 
land is mine; for ye are strangers and sojonrn- 
ers with me" (Lv. xxv., 23). 

Moreover. tbe profit of the earth is for all” 


(Ecciesiartes v, 9). i 
Price 10 cents. Sold at this office 


AN OUTLINE 
OF THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 
RESULTS. 


BY W. S. BELL. 


Thereis probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or more important than 
the French Revolution in the Jast century, and 
Mr. Bell nis traced it ably ae i an dpterpoting 
manner. Every one who reads it w: e 
with it. Price. 25 cents. Send to this office.” 


SAMSON : 
A Mvyth-Storv of the Sun. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ae- 
cording to the Holy Men 


of Old. 


The author of these works finds the Btble 
largely mythical in its character. He presents 
us à number of copies to be disposed of in the 
interest of THE TRUTH SEEKER. All who pure 
chase wil] therefore aid THE TRUTH SEEKER to 
the amonnt os thelr paronae, or add-to tke 

ennett fund as tho ] 

Samson, 20 centa: Gospel of the Kingdom, 
3 Folge: [570.9 to conta, oa. EUM y 


H 


he ruth Seeker, 


October 30, 1880. 


m — 9 P 


Gems of Thought. Odds and Ends. 


IT is doubtful whether Aristotle believed in 
the immortality of the soul, no decisiv passage 
to that effect occurring in such of his works as 
are ex:aut.—Draper's Intellectual D velopment 
of Europe. 


Ir you will bethe bringerof new doctrins. 
do not look for a wele-m>, Walter Bagehot 
concludes that to the ordinary mind no effort 
is so painful as the recantion of a now idee, and 
Leslie Stephen says, *' Mankiod regent nothing 
80 much as the intrusion upon them of a new 
and disturbing truth."— Christian Register. 


Many a man, if bebad been sheltered from 
childhood from the bleak winds of adversity 
and miid and enlivening gales had played on 
his brow, would hav afforded an example of 
truth and generosity and honor, who row, 
from the stress of temptafion, has sunk into 
meanness and lying and robbery and outrage. 
—W. Godwin's Essays, 


Ira man is prcfligate enough to take advant- 
8geof the light-headedness whieh sometimes 
afflicts a starving and forsaken woman, both 
his profligacy and her misfortune need to be 
reconciled wi'h the purity of God, The social 
evil is a double-headed clamor against heaven, 
And we put another tongue into its accusation 
when we make an outcast of the woman anda 
tolerated nuisance of the man.—John Weiss, 


THE bumble-bee and garter snake hav taken 
down their sign since the picnic season ended. 


“It may be wrong, bat still ite fare." as the 
conductor said when he tossed up for the odd 
five cents, 


“Yours in faih, hope, and charity,” is the 
Way & young man closed a le:ter to his girl, and 
now when he wants to visit her he does it 
through the telephone. She wore brick hair. 


AN ENIGMA. 


Why is a garden’a wildsred maz3 likea young 
widow fresh and fair? 

Because it wanta some hand to ‘raise the 
“weeds” whieh hav no business there. 


Tue icemen must and shall be ex'erminated, 
So must the plambers. During the coming 
winter, when your wa‘er-pipes fre z> up. in- 
stead of sending for the plumber, unserew tho 
pipes and save them for the next summer's uae. 
The scarcity of ice last season was due to the 
fact that most of it turned sour before it was 
caught. 


A PRESIDENT of & eolleg e, in a horse-oar, no- 
ticed one of the freshmen curled up in front of 
him, and exhibiting obvious signs of vinous 
exhilira‘ion. For a few moments the presi- 
dent surveyed the undergraduate, and finally 
he exclaimed: '' Been on a drunk?” The half. 
conscious student rallied,and with a gleam 
of good fellowship in his eye, ejaculated, "8o 
—hie—hav-—I." 


" ADOLPHUS. my dear,” said she. its nearly 
a year since you first began to cali," 

“ Yes, I believe 80," nervously. 

"And we've talked about books and music 
every night." 

'"  X-y-e-8, I think so,” more nervously than 
before. 

" Well, I-I— Don’t you think a change would 
be agreeable?” 

There was" a change" in a few weeks time, 
The pastor made 1t.—New Haven Register. 


MAN differs from a lifeless body or a brute in 
this: That it ig not with the present moment 
alone that he has to deal, for the brute, the past, 
when gone, is clean gone forever, and the 
future, before it approaches, is as if it were 
never to be. Man, by his recollection, makes 
the past a part of the present, and his pre- 
knowledge adds the future thereto, thereby 
uniting the three in one.—Draper’s Intellectual 
Development of Europe, 


Ex&EMPTING church property from taxation 
is only robbing the people in general to gratify 
and enrich a few traders. in religion. The 
churches and Sunday-schools produce as many 
criminals. and yet of a higher class—remember 
the Bank of Glasgow—than the taverns. Why 
are these taxed while those escape scot-free? 
Thare is no reason in the arrangement. and it 
stands on mere Consent and custom. It is 
time to let the foolish custom die.—Z vlax. 


THEY had not been married long. so they sat 
down to play eheckera. In the middle of the 
game she said: 

“Then do I jump these two men and geta 
king? Ofcourse I do. Orown me. I'vegotthe 
first king," and she chuekled hysterieally. 

"No, you aint, either; I didn't mean that 
move,” said he. “If you can't play checkers 
without cackling like a hen you'd better giv it 
up, I'll take that back and move here; now 80. 
Now you ean move ” 

" Over here?" asked the wife, 

" Certainly. That’s very good.” and her hus- 
band gobbled two men, 

"I didn’t see that; I'd rather put it here,” she 
remonstrated. 

“ Too late now,” said he, pegging away for the 
King row. "You should study your moves 

rat." 


THE witness who went to the Tombs police 
court to testify to the good character of his 
countryman, Patrick Magrath, charged with 
assault and battery. was a trifie effuse in his re- 
marks and delved too deeply in the genealogy 
of the Magrath; to suit the complainant’s eoun- 
sel, Twice he tried to arrest the torrent of 
eneomiums, and failing in it lost temper and | 
said: 

" Did you ever talk a man to death?” 

"No;did you iver do it yeraelf?" asked the 
witness quite tartly. 

" Yes." said the counsel, with an absent tair, 
but watching his opportunity for a thrust. 
" Yes. a couple of hundred of them, I suppose,” 

"Is that all?" quoth the witness, sharply. 
“Then ye havn't beat the raycord yet.” 

" Havn't beat the record! Whose record?” 

"Bamson's," returned the witness, calmly, 
"He slew three hundred Philistines wid the 
same instrument yer use yerself !’ 

The subsequent queries put to that witness 
were remarkable for their brevity. 


BonowoN, who gets the credit of being the 
wisest man the world ever saw, is more out- 
Bpoken than the Stagerite, for he has said: "To 
him that is joined to all the living there is 
hone; for & living dog is better than a dead 
lion. For the living know that they shall die; 
but the dead know not anything, neither hav 
they any more a reward, for the memory of 
them is forgo'ten. Also their love and their 
hatred and their envy is now perished; neither 
hay they any more a portion for ever in any- 
thing that is done under the sun” (Eccl. ix, 4 6). 


On& of the soundest principles of human law 
ou the sukjəct of crimes and punishments is 
that lawshould in as rare instances as possible 
interfere with the discretion of individuals, 
Laws should be as few as they possibly can be 
made, forbidding nothing the indulgence of 
which would not beyond question be injurious 
tothe common weal, The right of private judg- 
ment in everything boyond this should be 
sacred. The independence of every man in all 
things except where prohibition is required for 
the general safety is indispensably necossary 
for the improvement of a rational nature.— 
Godwin’ s Essays. 


ALL can resgon, ein inquire, and attain that 
) nowledge which is most bencfieia] to every 
individual. We are set at large trom those fet- 
tere whlch for ages bound the inferior and 
more numerous portion of mankind to the law 
ofan implicit subjection, and are turned loose 
into the great eom mon of eueh inferences and 
so!utions as are the natural rosults of fearless 
inquiry. It is in vain now to endeavor to re- 
erect the wall that separated one set of men 
from another. We might as well endeavor, by 
planting a hedge, to confine birds, the nativ in- 
habitants of tbe skies, as to prevent men mak- 
ing that use of their reason which reading and 
reflsction naturally supply.— Godwin's Essays, 


Iw an alley off Hastings street, just back ofa 
tumble-down rookery, a member of the sani- 
tary police squad found a man under a wagon 
and inquired if he wasill. The man pointed 
to the old house, eadtioned the officer to speak 
low, and replied; 

“Vm the husband of the woman you see 
hanging out clothes ovsr there." 

"I've been off on a spree for a whole week." 

“Ah! Isee. It isthe return of the prodigal.” 

~ Wuss than that, sir. The prodigal had no 
wife, and did not steal the rent money to get 
drunk on, Oh! I'll eateh it, sir, if you don’t in- 
tercede for me.” i 

" But what ean I do?" 

" You slip around to the front of the house 
and say you hav news for her, Watch her face 
and sve how she takes it.” 

“Then tell her its about me. Watch and see 
if she gets white around the mouth. Tell her 
that you hav news that I was drowned at the 
ferry dock. Watch her tears at this point, 
Tell her I called her dear name as I went down 
for the last time. Watch and see if that melts 
her. If I can get her all broke down and over- 
come, IJ] burst in on her and get her forgiv- 
ness before she gets over wiping her eyes and 
pulling her nose. Go, now, and Iil owe you a 
debt of gratitude ali my life X think Mary 
will melt under your soft words." 

The officer slipped around and told the wife 
that her husband was hiding in the alley, and 
then took a position where he could watch 
what followed. He had hardly secured it be- 
fore the man eame down the alley on a gallop, ! 
followed at a short distance by the wife, armed | 
with a hoe-handle. 


ALL human bodies hay kep&dead so uniform- 
ly and forso long atime that we hay aright to 
say (nat what has occurred nine hundred and 
ninety-nine times will happen on the thou- 
sandeth, We are as sure of it as that the sun 
willrise to-morrow. To say thatit is not im- 
possible that the sun may not rise to-morrow 
is to put the safety of a phrase against the sal- 
utary dependsnee which we derive from expe- 
rience, While science and experience pro- 
claim what is actual, it is childish to waste 
breath in saying that nothing is impossible. 
The law by which adead body cannot be re- 
vived is an unalterable fate. If any bodies, pre- 
sumptivly dead, revive, the presumption stands 
corrected.— Weiss's American Religion, 


Ir I could think that discourses and argu- 
ments to the understanding were like the sev- 
- eral sorts of eater to different palates and 
stomachs, some nauseous and destruetiv to 
one, which are pleasant and restorativ to an- 
other, I should no more think of booka and 
study, and should think my time better em- 
ployed at push-pin than in reading or writing. 
But I am convinced of the contrary. I know 
there is truth opposit to falsehood, that it may 
be found if people will, and is worth the seek- 
ing, and is not only the most valuable, but the 
pleasantest thing in the world. And therefore 
Lam no mere troubled or disturbed with all the 
dust that is raised against itthaa I would be to 
Be» from the top of a high steeple. where I had 
elear air and sunshine, à company of graat boys 
or little boys (for 1* is all the same) throw up 
dustin the air, which reached not me, but fell 
down In thelr owg eyes, —Lcke's Familiar Lete 
tera, 


There were no words! 

spoken, but the man simply threw up clouds: 

of dust with his heels as he put on steam, and 

as he passed the officer he somewhat curtly ob« | 

86: v d; 

t “Ahl but ye &ig't worth thueks at the melts | 
ing business f" 
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1. Diseussion on Prayer. D, M, Bennett and 
two Clargrmen, iy 
7. The Btory of Oreation, Bennett, 
8, The Old Snake Btory, 
9. The Story of the Flood. 
16. Tho Plagues of Ezrpt. | 
11. Korah, Datham, and &birew, Yennath 
22, Baleam and his Ass. 
13, Arraignment of Priestoratt, 
14, Old Abo and Little ike, Brpners 
16. Goma to Dinner. S 
16. Fog Horn Documents, 
17. The Devii Suit Akaad, 
18. Biipped Up Again, 
19. Joshua Stopping the Bun 
M. Bennett. : 
20, Samgon and hls Evp!oits, Benpott, 
21, The Great Wrestling Batoh. 5 
22. Discussion with Elder Shelton. 
35, Reply to Hider Shelon'e Fourth Letter. 
D, t. Bennett. E 
34. Ohristians at Work. Wm. MeDonunell. 
25. Discussion with Geo, Bnode. Bennsit, 
36, Underwood’s Prayer. 
a7, Honest Quəstions and Honast Answers., 
, M. Bennett. 
38. Alessandro dl OsgUostro. O. Sotheran, 
99. Faine Hall ped stion Address. B, F. 
nderwood, 
80. Woman's Rights & Man's Wrongs, Syphers. 
81. Gods and God-houses, 
33, The Gods of Buneretttion and the God of 
the Universe, D. M. Bennett. 
38. What has Ohristianity Done? Preston. 
34, Tribute to Thomas Paine. 
35. Moving the Ark. D. M. Bennett. 
38. Bennett's Prayer to the Devil, 
87. Short Sermon. Rey. Theologieus, D.D, 
88. Qaristianit nota Moral Bystom, X. Y. Z, 
89. The True saint, CL. n . 
40, Bible of Nature vs, The Bible of Men. J. 
astical Gentry, Bennett, 
42, Elijah the Tishbite. 3 
43, Christianity a Borrowed System. 
44, Design Argument Refuted. Underwood, 
45, Elishathe Prophet. Bonnett. 
48, Did Jesus Really Exist? 
m Oruelty and Oredulity of the Human Race, 
Dr. Daniel Arter. 
48. Freethought in the West, G. L, Henderson, 
19. Sensible Conclusions, E, K.Guild. 
50. Jonah and the Big Fish. D. M. Bennett, 
81. Bixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets, No, 1. 
53. Marples-Underwood Debate, Underwood. 
58, Questions for Bible Worshipers. B. F, 
ndorwood. 
54, An Open Letter to Jesus Ohrist, Bennett, 
$5, Phe Bible God Disproved by Nature. W., 
E. Ooleman, 
56. Bible Contradictions, 
57, Jesus Note Perfect Oharactor.. Underwood. 
58, Prophecies. : 
59, Bible Prophecies Concerning Babylon, B. 


. Underwood. 
60, Ezekiel’s Prophecies Concerning Tyre. B, 
F, Underwood. 
61, History of she Devil, Isaac Paden. 
63, The Jews and their God. 
he Devils Due-Bills. John Syphers. 
64, The [lis we Endure—their Cause and Cure. 


, M. Bennett. 
65, Short Sermon No. 2. Bev. Theologieus, D, D. 
66. God Idea in History. H. B. Brown, 
67. Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets No. 2. 
68, Buth’s ides of Heaven and Mine, Busan 


, Wixon. 
60, Missionaries. Mrs. E. D. Slenker, 
10. Yicarlone Atonom ent: "an. 
» Paine’s n . » A. Uodman. 
a Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. D, 


. Benne 
18. Foundations. John Syphers. 
74. Daniel in the Lion’s Den, Bennett, 
75, An Hour with the Deyil, " 
76, Reply to Erastus F. Brown, D. M. Bon- 


ne 
77, The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett, 

78, Ohristmas and Ohristianity, D.M. Bennett, 
79, The Holationghip of Jesus, Jehovah, and 
the Virgin Mary. W. E, Goleman. 

8), Address onPaine’s 139th Birthday.Ben- 


nett. 
81. Hereafter, or the Half-way House, John 
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83, Ohristian Oourtesy, Bennett. 
£3. Revivalism Examined, Dr. A., G. Hum- 
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[79 Moody's Sermon on Hell Rev. J.P. 
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91, Our Ideas of God. B. F., Underwood, 
93, The Bible: is it Divinely Inspired? Dr. 


D. Arter. 

93. Obtaining Pardon for Bins, Hudson 

uttle. 

94, The New Raven. Will Cooper, 

95, Jesus Christ, D. M. Bennett, 

96, Ichabod Orane Papers. 

97. Special Providences, W.B. Bell. 

98. Snakes. Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker. 

99. Do the Works of 
ator? Beleta, x 

100, 10th Anniversary of Thomas Paine's 
Birthday. Bennett et ais. 

102, The Old Religion and the New, W.B. 


eu. 
108. Does the Bible Teach us all wo Know? 


ennett. 
104, Evolution of Israel's God. A, L. Rawson, 1 
105. Decadence of Ohristlanity, Capphro. 
106. Franklin, Washington and Jefferson Un- 
believers. Bennett, 
107. The Safe Side. H. B. Brown. 
108, the! Holy Bible a Historical Huml ug, 
. H. Preston. 
110. Invocation to tbe Universe, Bennett 
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111. Reply to Scientific American, 
112. Bensible Sermon, Rey. 
113. Cometo Jesus. Bennet 
114. Where was Jesus born? Preston 
115, The Wonders of Prayer, Bennett 
116. Tbe Sunday Question. s 
117. Constantine the Great. Preston 

118, The Trrepressible Conflict oon Ohris- 
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*janity and Civilization. Be 5 
119. The New Faith. Stoddard 3 
120. The New Ago, Bell 10 
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122, The Great Religions of the World. Ben- 


nett 10 
123, Paine Vindieated, Ingersoll's Reply to 
the New York Observer 
124. Sinful Bainis. Bonnett í N 10 
125. German eralism. ara Neymann 2 
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derwood B 
127. Tyndali on Man's Soul 
199. Who was Jesus Ohrist ? Goleman 
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131. Paine was Junius. W. H, Burr 
132. My Religious Belief. Hila E. Gibson 
133. The Authority of the Bible, Underwood 
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138, Torquemada and the Inquisition, Bep. 
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138. Belenee ofthe Bible, John Jarner, 
139. Massacre of St, Barthoiemew. Preston 
140. Astro-Theol^gy 
141, Infidelity. H. W. Beacher $ 
143 Synopsis of All Religions. E. L, Saxon iq 
143. Chang Wan Ho, Eli Porking 1 
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149. Ago ot Shams. 3 
150. The Livari or Printing and Reply, Hurl- 
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151. What isthe Bible? M. W.H. — 6 
192. A R:markabla Book, R. W, Douglas P 
153, Liberty and Morality. M. D. Conway 5 
154. Raminiscences of Thomas Paine, David 
Bruce j 
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8, How do Marsupial Animals Propagate 
thoir kind? A. B. Bradford, 
9, TheUnsesn World. Prof. Jonn Fiske. 
10. Thonvoltston Theory — Huxley’s Three 
eotures. 
11. Is America the New World? L.L.Dawson, 
12. Evolution Teaches neither Athel&m nor 
c Materialism. R.S. Brigham, M.D,, 
13. Nibble at Mr. Jobn Fiske’s Crumb for 
the Modern Symposium, 
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Cause and Remedy of the 
Present Financial Condi- 
tion of the Country, 


A lecture delivered at the Courthouse, Albion, 
New York. 


BY MRS, A. H. COLBY, 


0 Gente. For sala, wholesale and'reta 


D. M. BENNETT, 14 Eighth st.. N, Y n, 


Price 1 
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BULLION IN THE CAMPAIGN 
OF 1880; 
OR. > 
SHYLOCK IN VERSE. 


A Pamphlet on ihe Issues in Finance, 


It will be sent to any address on receipt of 
fifteen cents, or in lots of 10 or more. at the rate 
of six cents cach, Address, | A. B. BROWN, 


Worcester, Mass, 


Mrs. Besant’s Tracts. 
Prices Reduced. 


Natural Religion vs, Revcale 
Religion, 
The Fruits of Christianity, 
Constructiv Rationalism, 
On Eternal Torture, 
On Prayer, 
The True Basis of Morality, ; 
The Gospel of Christianity and the 
Gospel of Freethought, 
Es the Bible Indictable? 
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‘The Law of Population; Its 


Consequences and its Bearings 
Upon Human Conduct and Morals, 
Marriage; Asit Was, As it Is, and 
As it Should Be, 
The last two contain a fine steel-plate 
engraving of Mrs. Besant. 
There is no clearer, better writer in 
the English language. 2 


IN ADDITION. 


The Church and Education, 

On the Religious Education 
of Children, 

Government, By 
Charles Moran, 


Bold at this office. 
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Fewer Children and Better. 
Hints for Taking Care of Children, 
Girls of the Period, and Marriage, 
The Prevention of Conception, 

A Miserable Mother, : 
Enlightened Parenta 
To Parents, 
Abortion, 


See October number (now ready) of " 
“THE PHYSIOLOGIST. 


T also givs an account of a 
DASTARDLY ATTEMPT 
to prevent the current issue. , 
Editor.—SARA B. OHASE, A.M., M.D. 
Associate Editor. —ELMINA D. BLENKER. 
$1,50 ner annum, Sample copies 15 cts. 
ON. Business Manager, 


269 West 34th st,, N, 
Revelations of Antichrist 
CONCERNING 
Christ and Christianity. 


" ANTIOHBIST" proves from history that James, 
Kepha /Cephas, alias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Ohristian era, and so did Jesus 
Obrist—indeed, many Ohrists and many by the 
name of Jesus, . 
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} New York, Saturday, November 6, 1880. { 


Notes and Clippings. 


M 


THE English Church Missionary Society la- 


bored for twenty years before it could report 
‘one convert. : 


THE Liberal League of St. Louls hag proved 
its progressiv tendency by electing Mrs. Lizzie 
Jackson as its secretary. 


THE Religious Herald, published at Richmond, 
Virginis, says that four-fifths of the 1,455 923.500 
persons in tbe world are “ without God and 
without hope," 


EVANGELIST HAMMOND has gone to Winnlpeg, 
where he will hold revival services among the 
Mttle Winnipeggers. Winnipeg isthe princi- 
e city of Manitoba, and is 1,800 miles from 

ere, 


CONSTABLE BoHooNovER, of Milgin, Ill, ar- 
rested on the 25th ult, à& Methodist preacher, the 
Rey. I. T. Severance, for forgery on money re- 
ceived on a school order on the directors of the 
Burlington school, which they pronounced a 
forgery, Hence the arrest, 


THE Covenant, which isthe organ of the Re- 
Tormed Episcopal church, says that several of 
_ the principal Protestdnt Episcopal churches in 
‘Baltimore &re'onthe high road to Rome, and 
tbátin some of these churches the rectors reg- 
ularly hear confession. It mentions as chief 
among these St, Paul's, Mount Calvary, and St, 
uke’s, 


Tux First Baptist church in Ban Francisco is 

burdened with a debt so heavy £s to bs greater 
than the value of its property. The probabil- 
ity is that the church will, before very long, 
havto go into bankruptcy or in some other 
way be wiped out of existence, Churches hav 
a hard time in California, for the people gen- 
erally hav little reverence for religion and no 
particular respect for Sunday. above othor 
days, 
. Some Galveston boys were impressed by read- 
ing of the martyrdom of saints by death at the 
stake, and they decided to burn a pet dog in the 
game manner, The leader in the movement 
had a theory that the poor brute's sufferings 
would result in immortal joys, and so be a good 
thing for it. A post was driven into the ground. 
the dog chained fast, and a roaring fire built, 
The boys sang hymns while their victim was 
roasting to death. 


Av a meeting of the Liberal League in this 
city on Saturday evening Mr. David Eccles in- 
troduced a resolution in favor of the Loague in 
Kansas City withdrawing from the National 
League. It was voted down, whereupon David. 
a la Ingersoll. withdrew from the Laague, Mr. 
Eccles has been a sort of dictator to the League, 
but by the fallure of his resolution he saw that 
the scepter was departing from the house of 
David, honoa he departed.—Kansas City Pioneer. 


Dx. Tuomas, of Cbicago, recently preached a 
sermon in which he spoke thus of hell. The 
general impression in Chicago seems to be that 
he will ba found guilty of heresy and expelled 
from the ministry; “John Wesley believed in 
a hell of literal. fire or material fire. He says 
there is no such thing as immaterial fire; and 
in answer to the objection that such a material 
fire would-destroy any body on which it might 
act, he says that God has mercifully given us an 
example that such js not the case—in the asbes- 
tos, a kind of flax that no heat could consume. 
And then he says thatifit is not material fire it 
is something worse. Such a thought makes the 
idea of God impossible, We cannot, with such 
a picture before us as millions of his children— 
those whom he called into belng—suffsring tor- 
ever the agonies of such a hell, think of him as 
good, and hence cannot think of him as God; 
for to think of any being less than absolute 
perfection, or that might be better, is not to 
think of God at all, If I belleved such a doc- 
trin of future punishment; if I believed that 
millions who once livad here were in such tor- 
ments and must stay there forever; if I believed 
that I should never emile again; if I believed 
it, I could wish I had never been born; I could 
wish the world had never been made; that man- 
kind hed never been created. If I believed that, 
I could wish that the race would perish from 
the earth; that star after star might fade out tiil 


be annihilated. I don’t believe it, and I don’t 
see how any sensible man who believes in God 
can believe it,” 


BAN FRanoteco can boast of a reverend who 
has " killed a man,” and Portland (Or,) is only 
a little way behind, having a clergyman who 
attempted to kill a fellow-creature; and be 
states himself thatit wasn’t his fault that his 
fame wasn't brought down. Friday morning, 
at 9:30 o’clock, in front of Hexter & May’s on 
Front street, near Washington, the Rev. Rabbi 
May got slapped in the face by Mr. Waldman. 
one of his congregation, whereupon the rever- 
end gent pulled his little pistol and blazsd 
away,and eame near making a corpse of hie 
antagonist at the first fire, and wounded 
another gent who was passing at the second. 
Some officious gent knocked the reverend 
down, and then Mr. Waldman waded into him 
and gave him a good beating. The difficulty 
grew out of some Sunday-school business, of 
which school Mr. Waldman is a director and 
Rev. May a teacher. It may be the correct thing 
for a thief, pickpocket, or burglar to carry six- 
shooters in their hip-pockets for “ protection” 
against the public, but we can’t for the life of us 
Bee what use a minister has going around in a 
city like Portland with an “iron ? concealed on 
his person. If itis a crime for an ordinary mor- 
tal to carry concealed weapons, punishable 
with fine or imprisonment, it should be hang- 
ing for a minister to do the same. Reverend 
May’s mission is peace and good will toward 
all men; but his method of healing up dissen- 
sions between his congregation and bimseli 
seems to indicate that he bas adopted General 
Jackson’s style, who said he'd “be d—d if he 
wouldn't hav peace if he had to fight for it." 
The reverend gentleman was brought before 
Judge Bybeo, charged with an assault with a 
dangerous weapon, and held in the sum of $500 
to answer. 


Ds. TAIT, Archbishop of Canterbury, Eng- 
land, has been instructing the clergy of his dio- 
cese in tha most approved methods of dealing 
with the enemies of the church. In a discourse 
at Turnbridge he showed them how to combat 
Infidelity; at Dover he told them what argu- 
ments to use against deists and theists; at Ash- 
ford he attacked the ''meagre, sublimated 
Christianity” of those who hav reasoned all 
the sweetness and light out of the faith and left 
it a barren philosophy. He spoke at Turn- 
bridge of "the conflict for which the church 
universa] must brace itself in this nineteenth 
century," and teld his hearers that Christian 
society was troubled. and that the church of 
Christ and the faith of Ohrist were ” passing 
through a great trial in all regions of the civil- 
ized world, and not least among ourselva," The 
picture he drew of what doubt and unbelief are 
doing and threaten to do was disquieting in the 
highest degree. The adversary was there, 
armed at all points, resolute, and dreadful to 
bebold, The Archbishop engaged him, like a 
skilled and fearless master of fence, just to 
show his clergy and church wardens how easy 
the thing was. A few passes, a feint, a parry or 
two, a lightning thrust, and modern Infidelity 
was stretched dead at the Archiepiseopai feet. 
* You see, gentlemen," said Dr. Tait, wiping his 
blade, or, at any rate, we may imagine that he 
Bald it, "bow very simple this matter is when 
you know how." The Archbishop’s short and 
easy method of dealing with Aguostles was to 
tell them that in the eameteries of Paris the 
civil or non-religious funerals reach a searcely 
appreciable percentage of the total number, 
showing that however numerous the scoffers 
might be, and however indiffsrent to religious 
truths in life, the solemn fact of death freed the 
promptings of nature from the fetters of ration- 
alism and brought the most hardened skeptic 
to acknowledge God. “I think we may take 
some encouragement from the report thus 
made,” said the Archbishop, " that this atheia- 
tical skepticism is neither so widely spread ner 
80-powerful as some fear." That disposed of 
Agnostics, “And, secondly,” continued the 
primate, flushed with the victory he had just 
attained, "ifthe world is not about to become 
Agnostic, certainly there is little fear of ita fall- 
ing under the dominion of a dogmatic athe- 
ism.’ He felt sure that the " boasted enlighten- 
ment” of this century was a sufficient protec- 
tion egainstsuch adanger, Having thus carried 


. the heavens were only blackness. IfI believed | the church unscathed through the “confilet” 
that, I could wish that the universe might sink | for which he had a few moments before de- 
into nothingness, and that God himself might jelared that it mugt " brace itself,” Dev Tabs 


& 


cleared the.fleld of the prostrate figures of his 
foes of straw and treated the clergy toa dress 
parade. “But it we do not fear either of these 
antagonists,” said he, “this is no reason why 
we should not cali to mind thé evidenges, many 
of them very old and very commonplace, but 


‘not, therefore, the leas forcible, whereby we 


may withstand their baleful influenca, and thus 
hope to avert the ruin which they may bring on 
tbe unwary.” This he did ina long discourse, 
full of the familiararguments. Can this learned 
primate of the church of England content him- 
self with “very old and very commonplace” 
evidences? Does his experience justify the 
ennelusion that arguments drawn from Bishop 
Butler and from Paley will be as effectiv against 
the Agnonties, the evolutionists, and the Mate- 
tialists of the nineteenth century as they were 
against the deists of the efghteenth ? Can he 
point to any other fleld of human thought and 
enterprise in which men aro satisfied to work 
with instruments that are confessedly '' very old 
and very commonplace?” When eminenttheo- 
logians make such confession of their inca- 
pacity to keep up with the thought and knowl- 
edge of the duy, we ean no longer wonder that 
Ohristiaaity is losing ground. The rapid 
spread of skeptical ideas is largely attributed 
-to the intellectual unreadiness of the defenders 
of the faith. The Bible story of the creation, 
the authen‘icity and inspiration of the scrip- 
tures, the truth of the narrativ of the gospels, 
the divine nature of Christ, the account of the 
resurrec‘ion, and a hundred other essential 
facts of Obrisiianity hav had, within the last 
quarter of a century, to withstand assaults from 
new sources, The elements .of the faith hav 
baen subjacted to the action of powerful his- 
torical and scientific solvents only recen'ly 
brought into use. Infinit keenness of intel- 
lect and great learning hav been enlisted on the 
side of unbelief. Against these new powers the 
pulpit orators and actual workers of Christian- 
ity hav struggied as best they might with their 
old weapons, for it 13 beyond dispute that tho 
theologians who hav met the hostil critics on 
their own ground hav been mostly seholars, not 
preachers. The men for whom the people re- 
ceive taeir Sabbath lessons in holiness hav 
either dodged the question or fallen back on 
Butler or Paley. There has been unwisdom, 
too,in the very councils of the church. Theo- 
logicai thunderbolts that were immensely ser- 
viceable when the preacher had to deal with the 
callous consciences of robber barons and the 
dullness of ignorant peasants hav been kept in 
use, and, until lately, any daring inn: vator who 
proposed to lay them aside for something better 
adapted to an age when men are governed 
by their reason, instead of their fears, has 
been punished with stripes for heresy, A 
still greater mistake has been mad» in cling- 
ing to acknowledged error. The cause of 
truth and the religion of Ghrist suffered from 
the blind tenacity with which hundreds of the- 
ologians defended the King James version 
of the Sctiptures and opposed the revision. 
They said, in effect, we will use thia Bible 
and continue to preach its doctrins, with 
all its errors, rather than acknowledge that 
some of the texts we hav discoursed upon so 
many times are false and spurious, The aban- 
donment of old, harsh theories by a portion of 
the church and their retention by others inthe 
same {sith help the cause of unbelief. But this 
is inevitable. The whole body of theologians 
cannot move forward wlth even step and in 
line. Their ranks present a most unfortunate 
spectacle, however, when the main body is in 
doubt whether to push on with the advance 
guard or tarry with the loiterer and sluggard. 
Tne Archbishop of Canterbury is not mistaken 
as to the dangers which beset the church. At 
the time of the Bradlaugn contest it was sald 
that a very large proportion—possibly a major- 
iry—of the House of Commons were, if not pro- 
nounced Atheiets, at least not Ohristians; and 
when it was proposed to include a question as 
to religious belief in the schedule for the next 
eansus of the United Kingdom, the friends of 
the proposition, who had brought it forward in 
“the interest of religion," were speedily per- 
suaded to abandon it, after some well-informed 
persons had toid them that à census table show- 
ing the relativ proportions of Christians and 
unbellevar3 iu England would not hav the 
beneficial effect they anticipated. The wonder 
is that, with a knowledge of these facts, the 
Archbishop is stili content to rely on " very old 
gad yery commonpiace oyldence,”--N. Y. Times, 


SCIENCE HALL, 141 Sth St., 
NEAR BROADWAY. 


: five YOLKS, i 


} $8 per Year. 


Evenis of the Week. 


THE widow of Abraham Liscoln, who has just 
returned from asojourn in Europe, is in this 
city. 

SEVENTEEN valuable horses were burnt to 
death in a livery stable at Now Haven, Conn., 
on the sist ult. 

BnraHAM Youna. Jr. committed suicide at 
Salt Lake Olty on the 27th ult, He had been on 
& protracted spree. 

Tur tide of immigration continues undimiu- 
ished, as many as four thousand arriving in 
this port some daya. i 


THERE Was a good deal more Garfield than 
God preached in many of our metropolitan 
pulpits on Sunday last. 


Tae Nova Scotian fishermen are reported to 
be in a starving condition owing to the failure 
of both fisheries and harvest. 


Tue largest grain elevator in the country has 
just been completed in Brooklyn. It will hold 
nearly a quarter of a million bushels of wheat. 


Tus custom house authorities hav lately 
seized several thousand dollars’ worth of 
priests’ vestments which were being smuggled 


A METHODIST minister in this city made an 
attempt to commit suicide a few days ago, but 
failed. Toi: is his eighth unsuccessful ste 
tempt. 

Taeg Italian laborers who were swindled out 
of their wages by the Cape Cod Canal Company 
hav been brought to this city, and are now sup- 
ported by their friends. 


A BEMNANT of Victorio’s band of savages, who 
escaped when the others were killed by the 
Mextcan troops, hav crossed to this side of the 
line and recommenced their depreda!ions. 


Firty vessels were lost on the Ea: tish coast 
during a terrible storm on the 39th. Many lives 
were lost, During the same storm thoueands 
of acres of land in Leicestershire were flooded 


Tue alleged Garfield letter on the Chinese 
question. which was published by Truth, hag 
Gaused intense excitement threugbout the 
country, and has brought the Chinese question 
into prominence, 


AN international] pedestrian mateh for the 
championship of the world was begun in Lon- 
don, England, on the ist. There are six en'ries 
of first-class walkers, and they are to go as far 
as possible in six days. 


THE land agitation in Ireland continues to 
spread. though the government makes flerce. 
threats, and has arrested many of the leading 
agitators, The constabulary force has been in= 
creased by two thousand men. 


THE Episcopal Convention recently in session 
in this city voted to alter the prayers in their 
prayer-book. This will be refreshing news to 
the proprietors and inhabitants cf heaven, who 
are supposed to listen to those stereotyped Bupe 
plications. 


Tue Ansonia Clock Company's works in 
. Brooklyn were destroyed by fire on the 27h ult. 
Several dwelling-houses near by were alao de- 
stroyed. The loss will reach noarly a million. 
i Several hundred wo: kmen were thrown out of 
employ ment. 


INGERSOLL and Bro. Beecher fraternized and 
preached politically from the same plattorm 
in Brooklyn on Saturday night last. They 
formed a mutual admiration society and gave 
each other unlimited ''taffy," each calling the 
other the greatest orator of the age—which he 
undoubtedly is. 


More than twenty-five persons were inj 1red, 
several of them seriously and two or three fae 
tally. by an accident to a street car on Staten 
Island a few days ago. Going down a steep 
grade, the brakes refused to act, and the ear. . 
ran to the bottom at a fearful speed, jumping 
the track, and being broken to fragments. 


ALL efforts to extingu!sh the fire in the Keeley 
Run coal mine, near Pottsville, P1., hay proved 
unavailing, and the coal will probably continue 
to burn indefinitely, There are now many 
burning mines in Pennsylvania; one near Oval 
Castie has been burning since 1835, and another 
near Maunch Obunk has bion on fire tentye 
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Letter from Europe.—No. 11.—Continued. 
Arona, Iraty, Sept. 20, 1880. 


Here I am in sunny Italy with the balmy air and 
I am on the shores of the beautiful 
Lake Maggiore, and its placid, unruffled surface is 
hardly a stone’s throw from my. window. Across. 


the blue skies. 


the lake, at a distance of three miles, on the lovely, 
rising ground, are beautiful villages of white build- 
ings and tall spires surrounded by vines and still 
verdant vegetation. Pleasure steamers are occasion- 
ally plying up and down the lake laden with 
pleasure-seckers from England, France, Germany, 
and a due proportion, probably, from America, A 
peculiar stillness pervades the atmosphere, and not 
even a leaf stirs to show that such a thing as wind 
exists. It is evidently a land of summer—a land of 
luxuriance. Poets have for ages sung of the sunny 
clime of Italy and of the blueness of her skies. I 
find it all true. Though it rained last night when 
. we arrived here, and through the night, it cleared 
off this morning and is now as warm and balmy as 
heart could desire. Yes, the sun shines brightly 
here, and the sky is blue—just about as brightly as 
the sun shines in America and the sky just as blue, 
and no more so. Hada bright sun and blue sky 
been my only object, I need not have left my native 
land to find them. It is probable no country on the 
earth excels America in this respect. Italy, indeed, 
is lovely, but no more lovely than America. Switzer- 
land is grand, and has beautiful lakes and high 
mountains, but America excela her even in these re- 
pects. Germany has a lovely river, picturesque 
scenery, beautiful plains, and veryinteresting moun- 
tain scenery, but America’s are far more extensive, 
and equal in every respect. France, Belgium, and 
England have a fertile soil, pleasant scenery, with 
beautiful rivers and. lovely landscapes, but’ beauti- 
ful loved America nevertheless surpasses them all 
in these particulars, and is the greatest country of 
all of them. Here are older towns, more dilapidated 
and ruined castles, more weird legends and stories, 
more works of art, grander cities, and that is about 
all. Inthe real beauties and loveliness of nature, 
America is not behind any European country. 

But I must tell you about my very interesting 
tour from Geneva to this point. Of course I cannot 
interest you in it to the extent I was interested my- 
self, but I can at least give you the main points. I 
left Geneva on Saturday morning, the 18th, per 
steamer Mont Blano, with a fine party of pleasure- 
seekers. It had rained much of the time for two or 
three days, but finally cleared off, and that morning 
was ‘pleasant, and we were favored with a good 
chance to appreciate the beautiful and picturesque 
scenery which surrounds Lake Geneva, or Lac 
Leman, as the Romans called it, and which name it 
atill somewhat retains, I think I said that the Lake 
of Geneva is the largest in Switzerland, being about 
fifty miles in length and of a crescent shape, its con- 
cave shore being toward the south, It is eight 
miles wide at the widest part (in the center), at 
Lausanne, and two or three miles wide toward each 
end. It is 1,230 feet above the level of the sea, and 
is in many places over 1,000 feet deep. Its waters 
are the melted snows and rains from the mountains, 
and are remarkably clear and pure. It has a pecul- 
iar ‘bluish color, and is in every way a beautiful 
sheet of water—perhaps as beautiful as the lovely 
waters of the smaller Otsego Lake in New York, on 
the shores of which I first saw the light of the gun. 

We left Geneva at 9 A. M., and were all occupied 
in beholding the fine country seats, the lovely vine- 
yards, the beautiful villages that line its shores, with 
the lofty mountains dimly visible in the distance on 
either side. The majority of the passengers were 
Swiss, French, and German, with several English 
people, and perbaps two Americans, with whom I 
did not become acquainted. The western end of the 
lake i. izvely, but its beauty increased as we moved 
tonna? the cast. We landed at several points and 
put off passengers and took on others. Lausanne 
is the largest town on the lake except Geneva, and 


lies beautifu 


lly on the hill slope surrounded by its 
hundreds of vineyards in the highest state of cul- 
ture and now nearly ready to pour hundreds of 
thousands of gallons of grape juice into the casks 


for fermentation. The part of the town lying next 
to the lake and partially separated from Lausanne 
is called Ouchy, with many beautiful hotels and 
statély mansions. Here many English and Ameri- 
cans remain for months, and some the year round. 
Here it was that Gibbon resided for a long time and 
wrote the last volume of his “Decline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire.” He was a great writer. He 
produced a work that will live for ages, and it is 
gratifying to know that he was one wholly an unbe- 
liever in the superstitions of the church and entirely 
free from its shackles and bondage. One of the fine 
hotels of the place is named Hotel de Gibbon. 

From this point to the eastern end of the lake the 
scenery is most pieturesque and lovely; perhaps 
entrancing is not too extravagant an adjective to 
apply to such concentrated loveliness. Byron was 
an admirer of the beautiful lake of Geneva, and 
Voltaire often pronounced it- the most lovely sheet 
of water in the world, and this perhaps is the reason 
why so many of the years of his-long life were 
passed near its shores. Byron wrote of it: 


** Clear, placid Leman, thy contrasted lake 
With the wild world I dwell in, is a thing 
Which warns me with its. stillness to forsake 
Earth’s troubled waters for a purer spring. 
This quiet soil is ag a noiseless wing, 
eae To waft me from distraction,” 


Again he sang: 


‘Lake Leman woos me with its crystal face, 
The mirror where the stars and mountains view 
The stillness of the aspect, in each trace 
Its clear depth yields of their far hight and view.” 


After Ouchy we touched at Chillon, Clarens, 
Vevay, Montreux, Villeneuve, and other points, and 
each seemed to surpass the other in loveliness. It 
is indeed a land of poetry, of sentiment, of beauty. 
This locality has been enthusiastically described by 
many writers, written of in every note-book, deline- 
ated in nearly every sketch-book of the fascinated 
tourist for hundreds of years. Before Byron sang 
of its sweet beauty, others had been equally en- 
tranced by tbe picturesqueness of these locali- 
ties. At Chillon Rousseau is said to have placed 
his Julie and St. Preux, and Clarens, and Meillerie, 
and all that is real or unreal in the Heloise, are here 
or hereabouts. 

Mr. Laing, in writing of this part of Switzerland, 
says: “The snowy peak, the waterfall, the glacier, 
are but the wonders of Switzerland ; her beauty is 
in her lakes, the blue eyes of this Alpine land. The 
most beautiful passage of scenery in Switzerland is, 
to my mind, the upper end of the lake of Geneva, 
from Vevay or from Lausanne to Villeneuve. The 
margin of the lake.is carved out and built up into 
terrace above terrace of vineyards and Indian corn 
plots; behind this narrow belt, grain crops, or- 
chards, grass fields, and chestnut trees have their 
zone; higher still up the hillside, pasture grass 
and forest trees occupy the ground ; above rises a 
dense mass of pine forests, broken by peaks of bare 
rocks shooting up, weather-worn and white, through 
this dark green mantle ; and last of all, the eternal 
snow piled up high against the deep, blue sky ; and 
all this glory of nature, this varied majesty of 
mountain land, within one glance. It is not surpris- 
ing that this water of Geneva has seen upon its 
banks the most powerful minds of each succeeding 
generation. Calvin, Knox, Voltaire, Gibbon, Rous- 
seau, Madame de Stael, Byron, John Kemble, have, 
with all their essential diversities and degrees of 
intellectual powers, been united here in one common 
feeling of the magnificence of the scenery around 
it. This land of Alp and lake is indeed a mountain 
temple, reared for the human mind on the dried, 
unvaried plains of Europe." 

If one end of the lake of Lucerne may be called 
the land of Tell, with as much propriety may the 
east end of the lake of Geneva be termed the land 
of Byron. He seemed to take in the loveliness of 
every part. But ten minutes’ walk from Villeneuve 
is the * Hotel Byron," and ten minutes from that ia 
the Castle of Chillon. Apart from its historic 
interest the old castle is impressive, with its solid 
walls and towers, and its strangely isolated situa- 
tion on a rock, connected with the bank by a wooden 
bridge. The story of the prisoner, immortalized by 
Byron, like many another similar work of imagina- 
tion, has been a subject of controversy, bat the 
beauty of the locality never can be. Of this castle 
and its inmates Byron wrote: 

** Chillon ! thy prison is a holy place, 

Ard thy sad floor an altar—for 'twaa trod, 

Until his very steps have left a trace, 

Worn as if the cold pavement were a sod, 

By Bonnivard ! May none these marks efface, 

For they appeal from tyranny to God.” 


Upon these lines Baedeker makes these remarks : 
“The noble author of these exquisite lines has 
invested this spot with much of the peculiar interest 
which attaches to it, but it is aa error to identify 
Bonnivard, the victim to the tyranny of the Duke of 
Savoy, and by him confined in these gloomy dun- 
geons for a period of six years, with Byron’s 
Prisoner of Chillon.’ . The author calls his poem 
a fable, and when he composed it he was notjaware 
of the history of Bonnivard, or he would, as bs him» 


self states, have attempted to dignify the subject 
by an endeavor to celebrate his courage and virtue. 
The following brief particulars of a man with whose 
name these gloomy walls are so intimately asso- 
ciated may be acceptable to the traveler as he con- 
templates the spot. Francis Bonnivard was born in 
1496. He-was the son of Lord Bonnivard, lord of 
Lune, and at the age of sixteen inherited from his 
uncle the rich priory of St. Victor, close to the walls 
of Geneva. Tbe duke of Savoy having attacked the 
republie of Geneva, Bonnivard warmly espoused its 
cause, and thereby incurred the relentless hostility 
of the duke, who caused him to be seized and im- 
prisoned in the castle of Grolée, where he remained 
two years. On being restored to his liberty he 
returned to his priory, but in 1528 he was again in 
arms against those who had seized his ecclesiastical 
revenues ; the city of Geneva supplied him with the 
munitions of war, in return for which Bonnivard 
parted with his birthright, the revenues of which 
were applied by the Genevese to the support of the 
city hospital Bonnivard was afterward employed 
in the service of the republic, and in 1580, when 
traveling between Moudan and Lausanne, fell into 
tbe power of his old enemy, the duke of Savoy, who 
caused him to be confined in the Castle of Chillon. 
In 1556 he was restored to liberty by the Genevese 
forces of Nógelin ; he returned to the republic, and 
was made a citizen. Bennivard’s subsequent exis- 
tence was à stormy one, and he died in 1571 at the 
age of seventy-five years.” So much for that bit of 
Swiss history. 

It has been said that Clarens is all poetry. Let ` 
Byron, who could probably do it better than anyone 
elae, describe it : 


** Olarers ! nweet Clarens, birthplace of deep love ! 

Thine air is the young breath of passionate thought ; 

Thy trees take root in love ; the snows above, : 

The very glacier, hav his colors caught ; 

And sunset into roge-hues wrought 

By rays which sleep there lovingly ; the rocks, 

The permanent crags, tell here ot Love, who sought 

In them a refuge from worldly shocks, : 

Which suti aud sting the soul with hope that woos, then 
mocks, 


t‘ Clarens ! by heavenly feet thy paths are trod— 
Unéying Love's, who here ascends a throne 

To which the steps are mountains ; where the god 

Is a pervading life and light—so shown 

Not on those summits solely, nor alone 

In the still cave and forest; o’er the flower 

His eye is sparkling, and his breath hath blown, 

His soft and summer breath, whose tender power 

Passes the strength of storms in their most desolate hour. 


“ All things are here of him; from the black pines 
Which are his shade on higb, and the loud roar 

OI the torrents, where he listeneth to the vines, 
Which slope his green path downward to the shore, 
Where the bow’d waters meet him and adore, 
Kissing his feet with murmurs ; and the wood, 

The covert of old trees, with trunks all hoar, 

But light leaves, young as joy, stands where it stood, 
Offering to him and his a populous solitude. 


** A populous solitude of trees and birds, 

And fairy-formed and many-colored things, 

Who worship him with notes more sweet than worda, 
And innocently open their glad wings, 

Fearless and full of life; the gush of springs, 

And fall of lofty fountains, and the bend 

Of stirring branches and the bud which brings 

The swiftest thought of beauty, here extend, 
Mingling and made by love unto one mighty end. 


‘oT was not for fiction chose Rousseau this spot, 

Peoplivg it with sffections; but he found 

lt wssthe scene which passion must allot 

To the mind's purified beings; 'twas the ground 

W here early love his Psyche's zone unbound, 

And iallowed it with loveliness; "tis love, 

And wonderful and deep, and hath a sound, 

And sense, and sight of sweetness; here the Rhone 

Hath spread himseif a couch, the Alps have reared a throne,” 


I thought Vevay the most lovely of them all, if 
that were possible. On one hand the hills covered 
with vineyards and beautiful residences were mapped 
charmingly before the eye; and then just to the east 
the bold hill, bower like, arose, and on the summit a 
beautiful residence, but how to get to it seemed the 
mystery. The town itself is finely built, having 
the beautiful lake on one side and the most charm» 
ing scenery on the other, all the lovliness a 
town can well possess. I have often heard of the 
charms of Vevay on lake Geneva, but did not realize 
them till I saw them, then these impressed them- 
selves deeply upon my mind. It is a delighful 
place, where one would fondly linger. The 
views of the lake and mouutain scenery are here ex- 
quisite, and the town seems admirably calulated for 
pleasure. 

Perhaps I am wrong to give the preference to 
Vevay, when the other points are so beautiful, but I 
cannot stop to describe all. I trust it may be the 
lot of many of my readers to look upon these 
beauties for themselves. As we rounded the 


[end of the lake we had a fine view of Mont Midi, 


whose hight is said to be 10,400 feet above the 
sea and whose tops were white with snow and 
hood, were somewhat white though not so high. The 
ice. Other mountains elosely in the neighbor- 
hills near the end of the lake are many of them very 
abrupt, some of them with a small growth of green 
trees, and at other places therocks are entirely bare, 
with here and there a sharp pinnacle of rock, which 


——-——-—upon them. 
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looked to me like natures monuments and tomb- 
stones in this field of the universe. Some of the 
peaks look like pyramids, mounds, and domes, with 
some as sharp and defined as the tower of a church. 
The grandeur of those Alpine peaks is indeed great. 
The value of these hillside lands, like all others 
upon which the vine is grown, depends upon the 
quality of the wine which tbe land produces, A 
little difference in location, a little difference in ex- 
posure, often makes one hundred per cent difference in 
the value of the wine, and as per.consequence in that 
of the land. But all the hillsides on the north shore of 
the lake, where the exposure to the sun's rays is fav- 
orable, are very valuable for the vine culture. Some 
' of it is owned by rich landlords who cultivate it 
themselves, and some is rented out to poor people, 
and some again is owned in small lots by the com- 
paratively poor themselves who raise the vine for 
their own livelihood, 

Our ride on the lake terminated at Bouveret, an 
insignificant little village on the south shore at the 
end of the lake, where the railroad takes passengers 
up the valley of the Rhone between the mountains 
to the Simplon pass on the way to Italy. You must 
understand that Lake Geneva has the Rhone at each 
end of it. The Rhone empties into the lake, and 
the Rhone is also the outlet. Thus the beautiful 
lake upon which we had been riding for several 
hours, and which is surrounded by such beautiful 

- scenery and towns, being in the center eight miles 
wide and a thousand feet in depth, may be consid- 
ered as au enlargement and reservoir of the river 
Rhone. Many other streams also empty in the lake, 
thus making the Rhone at the outlet much larger 
than at the inlet. But as we journeyed up the val- 
ley we saw plenty of evidence that sometimes this 
part of the Rhone is a monstrous stream. I noticed 
in the narrow valley through which we passed places 
where the water had reached to the second story of 
the stone houses, and where the flat land was cov- 
ered two and three feet deep with gravel and 
boulders weighing two hundred pounds, thus ruin- 
ing the land forever. When the immense body of 
snow upon these towering Alps begins to rapidly 
melt at the approach of warm weather the most 
fearful floods are the result. 

This valley of the Rhone is extremely grand, the 
mountains rising most abruptly and towering into 
the azure blue with sharp pinnacles and rounded 
domes. Many of the mountains are bare rocks, 
they being too precipitous for any earth to remain 

In some places they are nearly perpen- 
dicular, and on the ledges I saw the remains of 
ancient castles ; but how the material was ever taken 
there to build them, and how the owners reached 
them and left them, remains a mystery. Mar- 
tigny, the second point of importance, is a noted 
locality for the ruins of ancient castles. Every emi- 
nence, almost, seems at one time or another to have 
had its own particular fortress. Here, all along the 
narrow valley, where the hills that sloped to the 
south had earth enough to allow the growth of a 
vine, there the vine is planted, and in many places it 
is so steepthat it was a wonder to me how the earth 
could remain there or how the peasants could get up 
there for the grapes when grown. In many places 
it reminded me of the vine-clad hills on the Rhine, 
though on the Rhone the bare rocks predominate. 

The Rhone, in this valley, has a pretty rapid de- 

“scent, so of course we must have been constantly 
rising. How much Brigue, the point where the 
railroad terminates, is above the waters of the lake, 
I cannot say, but I should judge three hundred feet. 
As we ascended, the valley grew narrower, and it 
was a wonder how so many people could live here, 
and how so many villages could ever spring up in 
such a rocky, mountainous world with so little land 
susceptible of cultivation. If there is à people in 
the world who can live on a naked rock, that people 
is the Swiss. The valley became so narrow that I 
more than once thought we had come to the end of 
the houses and towns, when village after village was 
reached, and all having the appearance of comfort 
and prosperity. 

I do not know the distance from Bouveret to 
Brigue, but it cannot be less than 50 or 75 miles, for 
it took us from 2 P. m. till 11 at night to make the 
trip, though we laid over three hours at Sion. I 
must say for the Swiss railroads that while they 
seem very solidly and securely built, they do not 
run at all rapidly, giving the tourist plenty of time 
to look at the eternal and endless hills to his heart's 
content. I thought, too, that the trains stopped un- 
necessarily long at the stations. It more than once 
occurred to me that possibly they were waiting for 
the peasant wives to bring in their hens' eggs to 
gend to market, and if the hens had been derelict in 

their duty of laying to allow them to be driven in to 
attend to that little job. When the chef de gare 
(master of the station) gets quite through with 
everything he can think of and everything his 
neighbors can think of, he rings a dinner bell, and 
then the rather feeble engine blows its weak whistle 
and then we are off again at a slow rate for the next 
station a mile or two away, to repeat again the 
tedious delay. If I had to travel perpetually on the 

Switzerland railroads, l would wisb that the hens 


would be prompter in their daily duties or that the 
trains need not wait for them. The Swiss, with all 
their good qualities, need a little more of American 
snap in the conduct of their railroad affairs. Pos- 
sibly, however, their country being so very small, 
they are afraid visitors will get over it too soon 
if ord let the iron horses go at their fastest rate of 
Bpeed. 

At Sion, as I said, we stopped over three hours for 
the next train, and I was surprised to see an old town 
of a thousand inhabitants able to live and flourish in 
such a narrow, rock-bound place, but then perhaps 
the valley widened a little and the rocks sloped a 
little more moderately so the vine could grow. From 
all appearances this has been a town for hundreds of 
years. The streets, the narrow lanes, the buildings, 
all proclaim of antiquity. On the spur of the rocks 
three or four hundred feet above the town stand 
two ancient castles, and I again wondered how they 
could have got there, and how the occupants could 
ever have reached them, 

I visited the eathedral and saw several at prayers 
on their knees and doubted not they would feel the 
approval of conscience for the devotions thus ren- 
dered. I saw more stained windows, more statues 
of the dying God, and more images and paintings of 


the Virgin. So I concluded that Sion is quite a| 


Catholic town, though a Protéstant church stands 
almost side by side with the cathedral. It is to be 
hoped that between’ the two lasting happiness will 
be found by the honest people, though that so many 
priests. are needed to secure the very desirable 
article of happiness was. ever.a mystery. 

That I might not lose the time, I thought I would 
get a little lunch in Sion without going to a hotel 
for it, so I looked along the one dismal long street 
to see if I could find a restaurant, but was not suc- 
cessful, The stores are small and dingy, and very 
few had any signs to tell a stranger what kind of 
business was being conducted within. At length I 
saw a sign which read “Epicere.” I fancied that 
word had some relation to eatables, and I ventured 
to enter and look around to see what was for sale. 
It was a small room and fully crammed with 
a variety of articles, more, perhaps, of “one thing 
and another than anything else.” It seemed 
a rude and primitive grocery without much of any- 
thing in it fit to be eaten. The owner and his wife 
were in attendance and manifested a very laudable 
disposition to minister to my wants, could I only 
make them known. How to do this was the trouble. 
For a moment I eould not think of a word in French 
or German that meant anything eatable. I had 
asked, * Anglais?" but when they shook their heads 
I knew that talking between us was out of the ques- 
tion; so I resorted to pantomime, at which by thia 
time I consider myself an adept. At pointing and 
motioning I ought to be proficient if practice brings 
proficiency. So I put my hand to my mouth and 
made my jaws go as though I were eating. “OA, oui” 
said the man, who joyfully thought he understood 
me, and brought me a box of cigars. I shook my 
head in a grieved manner that I had been so mis- 
understood and that even a Swiss had for a moment 
thought I would smoke tobacco. The man and his 
wife were pictures of anxiety and despair, and I was 
another picture of anxiety and despair; thus there 
were three living pictures in that little Swiss epicere 
on Mont Sion. But, fortunately, at that opportune 
moment I happened to think of the French word for 
bread, pain. I wanted some cakes, rusks, or buns, 
and pain was the only word foranything baked from 
flour that I was acquainted with in the French lan- 
guage, so I immediately said, “Pain.” They at once 
were happy, and so was Itoo. The man said, “OA, 
out, out, pain,” and immediately took me by the arm 
and led me half way across the street, toward 
a very obscure, dingy-looking shop, and, pointing 
toward it, said in the pleasantest possible tones, 
“Pain, pain.” I entered the pain shop and found a 
very matronly-looking old lady in charge. The shop 
was not neat nor particularly inviting, but feeling 
determined to carry out my resolution to get a cheap 
supper, I looked around upon her rather light stock 
of goods. She evidently was a baker. I saw a card 
of rolls or buns, and, picking it up, I handed her a 
half franc and motioned in my most intelligible 
manner that I wished that amount in that sort of 
merchandise. She understood me in a trice, and 
broke off so much of the goods fer me that I was 
almost sorry that I had called for so much. She had 
nothing but bread and buns in sight, and as I felt as 
though my, purchase would go better with some- 
thing else to eat with it, I bethought myself that I 
had seen cheese at the epicere and that the couple 
were truly good-natured souls, and so recrossed the 
street to the first establishment. They seemed glad 
to see me with my pain in my hands and looked all 
anxiety to see what next they could do to serve me, 
I immediately spoke plainly, “Fromage,” the French 
for cheese. The good couple were again overjoyed 
to know what I wanted and that they 


vent my eating the pain I had purchased. I selected 
the fromage that suited and handed out some small 
change, to the extent of which I was willing to invest 
with him, The good woman proceeded to cut off a 
piece so large that [ was almost again filled with 
dismay. She put it upon the scales, and finding it 
did not weigh enough, was about to cut off more 
to add to it, when, by the most earnest gesticu- 
lations I was capable of, I besought her for 
mercy's sake not to give me any more. She 
wrapped the fromage and gave it to me, and I gave 
her the pfennigs, and all hands were happy once 
more, At that moment.it occurred to me that I 
would need some fluid with my supper, and not sup- 
posing that the people of that country ever drink 
water, I boldly said, “beer.” The man understood 
me in a moment, and seemed happier than ever. I 
was in hopes that beer was in his stock of trade, for 
I felt a desire to patronize him all I could under the 
circumstances. I understood him to say he had 
schnapps but no beer. Idid not want schnapps, 
and then the good soul took me again by the arm 
and led me half a square and pointed to an old 
building up on the bank and said in duleet tones, 
* beer, beer.” I was still resolute and climbed the 
steps and found a rosy-cheeked, buxom-looking 
damsel in attendance, who, I suspected, was of the 
German persuasion; so resorting to my limited 
vocabulary of Dutch, I said, ** Hin glass bier.” She 
understood my excellent German as well as though 
she had been a professor of a Teutonic university, 
and with all reasonable dispatch she procured the 
beverage, for which I duly handed out twenty cen- 
times, and she resumed. her speaking with a neigh- 
boring swain, who had called in to pay her his Sat- 
urday night attentions. And there the editor of 
Tur Truru SEEKER sat by the beer table in that 


little brewery onthe hill in Mont Sion and munched ... . 


his pain and his fromage and sipped his beer, feeling 
rejoiced that by the aid of three ditferent establish- 
ments he had succeeded in getting quite a supper at 
a very moderate price, and thereby cheated some 
needy landlord out of two franos. 

When the beer waa finished I slowly retraced my 
steps to the station with pain and fromage enough 
left for another meal or two. These meditations 
came into my mind as I thus wended my way to the 
gare: * Well, I have heard a good deal about Sion, 
and now I have seen it, This must be the genuine 
old Sion which we read about, for here is the mount 
to all intents and purposes, and it is as old as there 
is any sense in any town's being.” 

Settling this matter to my entire satisfaction, and 
finding I had still more than an hour to wait, I sat 
down in the gare and took a nap, just as sweet as 
anybody’s nap, and when I awoke I gave the man 
in charge twenty-five centimes, not for my lodging, 
but for taking care of my satchel and overcoat while 
I had been viewing the town. In duo time the train 
came on, and at a little before nine we made a fresh 
start for Brigue, still gradually climbing the rocky, 
wild, mountainous country, and the little Rhone 
growing smaller and smaller as we neared its source. 
The moon shone sufficiently to enable me to still see 
the vast mountains of rock that on either side ab- 
ruptly raised their summits to the very clouds. It 
seemed like a dispensation of Providence that that 
narrow valley had been so shaped that both the 
active little Rhone and the slow railroad train could 
find their way through it between those mam- 
moth hills, I don’t know but I should have been 
willing to accept the design argument had the val- 
ley thus continued all the way to Italy ; but it does 
not, and that very fact knocks the design argument 
in the head, so far as I am concerned. I now think 
that valley and all those Alps are just as they are, 
because there was the best of reasons, the strongest 
kind of causes, for them to be just as they are, and 
that design had nothing at all to do with it. 

Well, after passing numerous towns up that wild 
Alpine valley, eleven o'clock brought us to the end 
of the railroad and to the town of Brigue. I was 
again surprised to find so much of a town away up 
there among the naked rocks and it seemed compar- 
atively new. The hotel where I put up is a very re- 
spectable building of stone, three stories high, with 
stone floors, nicely carpeted, and the lace window 
curtains in the very first style. After securing a 
seat in the diligence the next morning, upon being 
told that I would be called at four, in time to eat 
my breakfast, ready for the diligence at five, 
I went to bed but not to sleep. It seemed to 
me I lay awake all night. The high altitude 
may have so exhilarated my spirits that I 
could not sleep, or the beauties I had witnessed 
through the day had conspired to make me 
wakeful, or the fear that I would uot be called in 
time for the diligence in the morning drove sleep 
from my eyes. Whichever it was I cannot say, nor 
is it of the slightest consequence now, 

In the morning I was duly called; I partook 


could serve|of the coffee, bread, and butter and honey, and at 


me, and the husband immediately placed a knife in| five we were all ready to make the passage of 
my hand and motioned to me to try the different the Simplon pass. Yes, I wish you to understand I 
cheeses that were cut to see which I preferred. I|have crossed the Alps precisely where Napoleon did 
remembered the proverbial odor of Swiss cheese and | after his well-known battle of Marengo; and yet I 


though I would take a sample that would not pre- 
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Dr. Denslow as a Calumniator.—Was Paine | admiesion, from O'dys himse!f, that George Lewis Scott, 
ever Dismissed from the Excise Service for | the tutor of Prince Georga ILL, the co-editor of “ Cham- 


Smuggling? 
BY WM. HENRY BURR, 


The defenders of Thomas Paine are but a handful com- 
pared with his defamers, It is meet that lordly aristocrate 
and spiteful priests, whose power and craft are endangered 
by the prevalence of political and religious freedom, should 
invent and propagate calumnies against the great apostle of 
republicanism and Infidelity. Bat when a scholarly Ag- 
nostic joins in the outcry with the imperialists and ecclesi- 

-astics, and charges that Paine ‘‘ was twice dismissed from 
the excize for smuggling,” and not only says it once, but on 
two successiv pages of his “Modern Thinkers,” unless he 
has evidence to prove the grave accusation, how can he 
hope to avoid being consigned to the category of calumni- 
ators of Thomas Paine ? Ignorance is but a pitiful plea for 
such a writer and reviewer, who is presumed to hav had 
before him ample materials and authorities on the subject 
of his essay. 

Now, although smuggling is generally regarded as a 
venial offense, yet it certainly becomes & crime wheu com- 
mitted by a public servant, especially if he be an cfficer of 
ihe customs or excise. And although it cannot be doubted 
that many a high official before and since 1774 has been 
guilty of robbing his government of its customs—among 
others even “the heaver-born prime minister of England,” 
William Pitt (see Rickman’s Life of Paine)—yet if the 
humble exciseman of Lewes, while in the discharge of his 
duties under the government, was a smuggler, let it be set 
down as a most damning blot on his character. 

But Dr. Denelow has adduced no proof of the charge, 
nor has he cited any authority, Already, in a former article 
(Tak TRUTH SEEKER of Sept. 8th), we hav shown that 
Paine’s first dismissal in 1765 wès for no dishonesty ; and 
pow we will show that there is no evidence that his second 
dismissal, in 1774, was for smuggling, but on the contrary 
that his moral character suffered no detriment thereby. 

The earliest biographer of Paine was an anonymous 
enemy who styled himself ‘“ Francis Oldys, A. M., of the 
University of Philadelphia," His book was published in 
London, 1791, and reached a fifth edition in 1792, It was 
manifestly written to counteract the tremendous influence 
of Paine's writings in England, It is a libel from beginning 
toend. The author calls Paine **a nonsensical scribbler, 
entitled to no literary fame.” Concerning the first dismiz- 
sal, this is what Oldys says : 

“ Whether, while he thus walked at Grantham or rode as 
an exciseman at Alford, his practices had been misrepresent- 
ed by malice, or his dishonesty had been detected by watchful- 
ness, tradition Aas not told us ; but it is certain that he was 
dismissed from his cffice, August, 1765." : 

Thig is only a malicious insinuation' that he might hav 
been guilty of malpractice ; but in Paine’s petition for re- 
storation, July 8, 1766, he says, ‘‘No complaint of the 
leat dishonesty or intemperance ever appeared against me;" 
and he was very scon after restored. 

. And now in regard to his second dismissal Oldys gays: 


t: Troubles seldom come alone. He had long been known 
at Lewes as an cfficer inattentiv if not unfaithful. He had 
sometimes condescended for the purpose of concealment to 
drink a bottle with ihe examiner. But the eagle eyes of the 
excise were not to be blinded by bottles. With-the watch. 
fulness, jealousy, and acuteness which maske the excise the 
cleanest collector at the smallest rate, his superiors had for 
some time beheld him dealing as a grocer in excisable arti- 
cles, a8 a grinder of snuff buying smuggled tobscco, at 
others conniving in order to conceal himself. He was 
therefore dismissed from the excise after a dozen years’ 
service, in April 1774. He petitioned for restoration, but 
such was his notoriousness that his patron was unable to 
protect him.” 

To support this general accusation all the evidence that 
Oldys is able to produce is the following, which he says 
Paine wrote to a superior cfücer, dated Lewes, March 24, 
177 yy " 

“ Dear Sir: Y hav requested Mr. Scott to put ye 3d and 
4th rd books for 74 under examinatior, for as I was iu Lon- 
don most of last winter I hav no othes which hay any 
business in them. R:quest the favor (if not inc nven- 
jen!) to inquire and intorm me when they are ordered— 
and if you can find out the examiner, desire you will drink 
a bottle or two of wiue with him, I shculd Jike the char- 
acter to go in as feir as it can,” 

Comment on such asbortiv evidence is hardly necessary. 
Every subordinate officer knows that it is well to court the 
favor of bia superior, especially when that superior hes 
' power to caute his removal, even on trivial or trumped-up 
charges. 

But let us sce who ard what was the Mr. Scott above 
referred to, and first let. him be judged by the testimony of 
Oldys himself, who say: 

“ Neither bankruptcy, nor dismissal from office, nor sep- 
`. aration from his wife, weakened our author's interest with 
the late George Lewis Scott [died 1780] who had been appoint- 
ed a commissioner of excise in 1758, and who having been 
attracted: by the case of excise men [written by Paine in 1772] 
. was afterwards captivated by the softness of his manner 
which concealed the harshness of his spirit, When his 
patrons whoss literature is remembered, while his benevoleuce 
is forgotiep, could pot for the third time obtain our author's 
restoration a8 an cfficer of excise, he recommended him to 
that great man, Benjamin Franklin, a8 a person who could 


Sə, ther, on Oldys’ own confession, one of Paine's 
superior officers, a gentleman of culture and bencvolence, 
against whom no suspicion is breathed, who had been in 
office seven years longer than Paine, who knew him well, 
and became his pstron in spite of his '' notoriousness " as a 
smuggler, went and recommended him to Dr. Franklin 88 a 
man who-could be useful in America; and from that time 
until Franklin's death wa all know that Thomas Paine was 


pip trusted. friehd. 


Cas spy one believe after sugh an! 


iz2a—that our fathers called God—-or is it a myth, and ig 
man of that substance, and will hia life continue ? 

The discussion of the question whether all is material, 
seems useless, a8 all the souls hav been deemed powerful, 
which necessitates substance. So all gods hav been material, 

That there is a potent principle in the univerge that 
designs is clear to my mind, although not co readily 
explained as the substances and forces that are more crude 
and less potent. The eye is the critic in our organism, and 
as it cannot see the essence of the principle we call God, it 
does not giv us the unhesitating testimony in regard to it 
that it does in things more dense. 

We recognize order in all things. We comprehend 
the beauty and vastness of the universe, parts ef which we 
can take in pieces, analyze, and put together again; but our 
credulity has been so imposed upon that we question the 
existence of the sublime force of design, whose material 
qualities we cannot comprehend. 

It seems to me that a want of full comprehension is no 
reason why we should ignore a demonstrated force. Why 
should we not giv the same weight to the testimony of expe- 
rience in this as other matters? One person has talent to 
detect fine qualities of color, another music, and still an- 
Other delves into the unexplored realm of chemistry and 
enlightens us with discovery, and we lisien and examin 
with candor the result of their research, The difference of 
perception is apparent, and why should we doubt that the 
application or distinctiv talents of one mind may discover 
more clearly than another the facts of spirituality? 

There are those who know as positivly that their intellects 
are enlightened by the reception of ideas through the intel- 
lectual sense as the student of mathematics does that he 
reaches a resul: through calculation. 

We all know that light is and thatit always has been; 
but it is within a short time that its chemical qualities hav 
been in a measure comprehended, The inquirer in that 
branch of natural science has met at the outset the fact that 
much darkness existed in the mind in regard to this purely 
light subject. Finer tests hav been devised, more acute 
vision trained by constant exercise, until more knowledge 
has been gained upon this ocular science. So also with 
electricity. During ali the ages past man has seen the flish, 
felt the shock, and heard the noise of the electric explosion 
that has produced equilibrium in the atmosphere; but it is 
Within our own century that it has become partially com- 
prehended. Our knowledge is stii] imperfect; but we can 
estimate its density and calculate its force in ohms as defi- 
nitly as we can heatin degrees by the thermometer, Our 
knowledge of it makes it obedient to our touch and sensi- 
tiv to our wish. Little did our fathers know that the light- 
ning that flashed in the clonds was within them, the mes- 
senger of mind and executor of will—the will of the real 
man whose home was. the brain, and that every movement 
and feeling was transmitted by it. Little did they think it 
the sublimated essence of physical life, and that at its touch 
inert atoms moved, and that without it was decay. On ac- 
count of its not being seen, except in its agitation, they 
could not comprehend its omnipresence, vitalizing force, 
enlightening qualities, and that it was the central force 
around which all the universe gathers and by which the 
whoie aud individual parts revolve and the pivot upon 
which they all depend. Oace it was thought to be made for 
the eccasion, Now we know that it is, and that it is the 
active agent in universal force. Mind, that king of the uni- 
verge, controls it, however, Ignorance trembled in its 
presence. Knowledge shakes hands with it and seeks a 
more intimate acquaintance. : 

That the demonstration of this more refined force or prin- 
ciple of mind is more clear in what it does than those of 
light and electricity is a fact, and also, that in all that is ia 
infinit design beyond dispute, and infinit control beyond re- 
sistance, Electricity acts under control and conditions, but 
that principle which controls it makes conditions not only 
in the vast arrangement of the solar system, but in the 
minute creations only revealed by the microscope, The 
tree taking root in the solid earth is lifted by its growth into 
more ethereal condition, its branches reach forth and 
develop bough and leaf, and through the leaf is gathercd 
from the air, not the earth, that which through regular prc- 
cess consolidates into fruit with all exactness of quality and 
flavor. We say this is in obedience to law; so it is, but 
there is design in the law and condition outside the crude 
elements we comprehend as activ in the process, so may we 
trace the same principle in the floral kingdom. The-plant 
lifts its head from its earth-womb, and while it retains its 
hold upon its mother elements it develops iis pistil and 
gathers from the atmosphere the most refined saccharine 
matter known iu chemistry, also fragrance and beauty from 
the absorption of light. S»in every natural development is 
evidence of perfection, order, and design. No element 
known in chemistry, from the most crude to electricity has 
the qualities of design or power of action except by the first 
arrangement of conditions. "They are acted upon and 
Obedient to superior force, This force is not found except 
in intellects so far as we know, hence the Jogical conclusion 
thatitioheres there, The intellec 8 of men possesses all 
the qualities manifested in what we call God identical in 
quality, but limited in scope. The universal soul is central- 
ized and embodied under conditions of design. The anal- 
ogy of the plant seems to me the illustration of the organizi- 
tion of the human mind, "The brain is the blossom of the 
human organism, and if man is in his highest nature of the 
‘essence of the infinit, will he continue his individual 
existence or be absorbed into the original element? Every 
circumatance indicates the probable fact that individ- 
uality will continue, The multitude of planta in the 
solar system of one common nature and origin emanating 
from one common source, vitalized by the same forces per- 
meated with their generating elements, still showing no. 
evidence of probable return, ie an analogy worth goneldery: l 


ber’s Cyclopedia,” the adviser of the historian Gibbon, 
believed that his friend and fellow-cfficer Paine was guilty 
of smuggling? Nay, more, is there any evidence that he 
was even suspected.of such a crime ? 

Even the malignant Cheetham, the British emissary and 
second biographer of Paine is candid esough to confess that 
Paine's restoration in 1766 disproves Oldys’ assertion that 
he was dismissed for ‘‘ scandalous misconduct.” And as to 
the second dismissal this is what Cheetham says : 

In April, 1774, sinking under accumulated misfortunes, 
the effects of his shop were sold to psy his debts. In the 
same month, having dealt as a grocer in excisable erticles, 
aud being suspected—Z know not how justly—of malpractices 
in the excise, he was a second time dismissed.” 

Note to the above by Cheetham : ‘‘ Oldys says that avail-. 
ing himself of his place in the excise he smuggled tobacco 
for the use of his mil!.” 

Bo even Cheetham, the convicted libeler, acquits Paine 
of the charge of “scandalous misconduct” in the first 
instance, and has not the hardihood to indorse Oldys’ 
further groundless accusation of ‘“‘malpractices in the 
excise” as the cause of Paine's second dismissal, 

But it is reserved for the cultured Agnostic Van Buren 
Denslow, L.L.D , the literary editor of the Chicago Times, 
to sanction the calumny of the lying Oidys, A.M., and to 
publish abroad that Thomas Paine was twice dismissed 
from the excise for smuggling. ‘And thou, too, Brutus!’ 
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League Notes. 


I said last week that Gen. Roberts would not sign Green 
and Ingersoll’s ** Public Call" if Col, Bundy’s name was on 
the list. I wrote wiser than I knew. Some spirit guided 
my pen—there isn't a doubt of it. As between Bundy and 
Roberts I believe in spirits. When I think of them I be- 
come a medium at once. Heaven opens and down come the 
inspiring sylphs, and Ariels, and Pucks. Then the next 
weck my revelations are materialized, verified. and fulfilled. 
In Mind and Matter appears the '* Public Call,” all in due 
form, and the names thereto—that is, some of the names— 
all but one—sppesr. The great fighting general turns out 
his colonel, and puts in himself. The name Bundy is 
nowhere to be found, but J. M. Roberts closes up the list. 
I shall admire to see these spirito-militants meet in a Pacific 
parlor while they cannot on a platform. The name of that 
hotel will be changed from that hour by common consent. 
Besides somebody will resign a vice-presidency and heaven 
will break loose. Now, seeif again next month this revela. 
tion is justified of his mediumship. If. not, I will turn 
Infidel, and never believe in the immortals any more. 


As To Mr. Chainey’s reply, careful readers will note, 
under his gloss, confession of all I charged, with the usual 
palliation, **itis such a little one.” As defendant, it is but 
fair that he shall hav the last say. I hav said my say, and, 
justified by the facts, I stand by it. 


I wav to announce that the report of the proceedings of 
the League Congress at Chicago was got ready about Oct. 
20th, as promised, but by that time the air became so thick 
with the smoke of this political campaign we feared our 
report would be smothered and get very little attention. We 
are getting out a large edition, and we wish it to hav its full 
effect. Ii will be mailed to League officers and subscribers 
this week. Single copies, 5 cents ; 13 for 50 cents ; 30 for 
$1 00; 100 for $3.00, all prepaid. Every League ought to 
send for at least 100 copies, as some Lesgues hav already 
done, It is an important document to circulate, and the 
election once over, Liberal activity will begin. 

201 Hast 71st st., N. Y. T. C. LELAND. 


At Chicago. 


Will the young man who met and exchanged cards with 
Mr. Julius Reichhelm at Chicago at the late Liberal League 
Congress please tend his name and address to Mr, Reich- 
helm, 112 Garden street, Hoboken, N. J, who very much 
regrets that he has lost the card given at that time? 

rd 


Science of Life. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTA SEEKER, Sir: Reading 
your bold, aggressiv paper interests me to enter into the dis- 
cussion of the ‘‘ Science of Life" in its columns. To con- 
verse with your readers is no common privilege, for they 
hav cast cff domization and are seeking truth. 

Uader the guardianship of freedom unlimited opportunity 
is offered for growth of character and broader comprehen- 
sion, which is the ultimate fruit of all effort, Verily, ''the 
world moves," as those who hav watched the progress of 
thought realiza as they compare the present with the near 
past, To liv to-day is grand; to liv a little way on will be 
giorious. 

The authority of the church and the diviue right of 
kings to ruls is being so seriously questioned that the fabric 
of tyranny is crumbling, and it becomes our privilege to 
rescue the good of the past from the rubbish, and incorpo- 
rate it with the new into a more intellectual model. Evidence 
of fact, and not the label ‘sacred things" is what com- 
mands respect. Harmony with natural law, and respect for 
human nature are the standard proofs of right and wrong 
by which science, that great factor of civilization, estimates. 
That man is not a blunder, but that the production of a 
natural character through the inspiration of his intellectual 
beiog is an assured result if left free to the forces ever activ, 
and that he may become endowed with all the attributes 
claimed for deity, is the central idea which should mark the 
matter-of-fact religion. Also that a supernatural God is 
false and that a natural God is free. f 

This brings us to the question, Is there a principle in 
mature or mind aud will bat molde, eusteins, and vital: 
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tion. 


` and fearless and unbiased exchange of views. 


That all things teach the same facts is undeniable 
and that the universal desire to continue life is a prophecy 
that it will be so, is sustained by the facts that no human de- 
sire, 80 far as we know, is beyond realization, and that it is 
révesled in the intellectual sense is proof most poritiv witb 
those of spiritual expression and perception that we shall 
liv hereafter. With me the knowledge that all that I can 
comprehend is designed for the best is assurance satisfac- 
tory that that which is best will be. PRINCIPIA, 
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The Field of Liberalism. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: Science 
is demonstrated and systematized. Its truths can only be 
reached by experiment, painstaking investigation, doubting, 
Science em- 
braces all human knowledge. The most eminent scientists 
see that the limits of astronomy, geology, biology, or any 
other special science are not clearly defined; but all branches 
of science are blended in one great science of nature, as a 
whole. Toe unity of all truth is established. The impor- 
tance of each and every fact in nature in assisting to form 
a more truthful estimate of the universe and our own rela- 
tiv standing, as & part of it cannot be doubted. 

Men throw off ancient superstitions and accept newer 
aud better opinionr, and from time to time more rational 
and enlightened customs, only ag they make progress in 
their knowledge of nature, and only as this increased knowl- 
edge develops the brain capacity in the individual to a 
broader conception of things. This gain, with its new 
starting point for further advance, is transmitted to posterity 
through the laws of inheritance.’ We cannot, then, overes- 
timate the importance of each fact, each branch of knowl- 
edge, for it is a necessary part of a great whole, and with- 
out it that great universal whole would be incomplete, and 
of course less comprehensible, : 

What has all this to do with the demands of Liberalism ? 
Very much. Amy act that in the least curtails or limits 
knowledge tends to interfere with the spread of Liberal 
ideas, for the highest Liberalism can only be reached by 
minds disciplined to the broadest comprehension of every- 
thing knowable. "This ideal enlightenment may never. be 
reached. The earth itself may reach its highest develop- 
ment and pass into its decline too soon for such & cónsum- 
mation, for mortals hav their time of growih, maturity, 
decay, and death as well a8 nations and men, We do our 
whole duty when we strive conscientiously to reach the 
highest plane. We fail to do our whole duty when we set 
our heels on the smallest budding truth, the puniest fact, or 
when we activly or passivly retard that free interchange 
of ideas that is necessary to utilize each and every step in 
advance. If the least is hurt the greateat suffers, 

If any Liberal organization expects to accomplish much 
good, its platform must be broad enough for every &trug- 
gling truth. It must not decide in doubtful cases just what 
is right and what may ba wrong, but support free and full 
discussion, Any newly discovered truth is unpopular, and 
generally its discoverer is in a minority of one. If the 
majority assume to determin what is true in every case and 
suppress unpopular and erroneous opinions then ån end of 
all progress is reached. In a land of perfect liberty any one 
has a right to advocate erroneous views without proscrip- 
tion. 

Free discussion implies free speech, a free press, and a 
free circulation of printed matter through the mails; that 
is, erroneous views should hav as free a chance to go unmo- 
lested through the mails as those deemed orthodox. There 
should be no espionage nor censorship. All mail matter 
should be sacred from official search. So dangerous a 
power should not be delegated to any man or body of men 
on any pretext. Censorship, especially when exercised by 
appointed officers, who, like United States postal officials, 
are remote from popular correction and influence, is unwise, 
unsafe, and unnecessary. The state authorities should be 
left to deal with questionable matter. A thorough educa- 
tion of every adult in anatomy and physiology would 
destroy the occupation of the venders of immoral litera- 
ture for the morbid curiosity on which it thrives would die 
a natural death. In the meantime the regular state author- 
ities ought to get along without church influence and super- 

- vision. Yo i f 

Instead of making the Liberal platform narrower, make it 
as broad as the sphere of intellectual activity. Make it 
cover the whole domain of the knowable. Make it some- 
thing more than a string of generalities, Let Liberals in 
name become Liberals in fact, then they will not fly off in 
a tangent as soon as one practical reform is attempted, 

Ask the first Christian you come to if he is in favor of the 
total separation of church and state, and he will answer, 
'! Oh, yes, they are separated now.” All the men and all 
the candidates, and all the parties are ready to say that. All 
that is necessary to do is to read party platforms to find that 
Protestants are willing that Catholics should hav no appro- 
priations made for their parochial schools. Yet this bait 
catches some old Liberals, Ask for the repeal of alaw that 
‘enables a Christian organization to retard the progress of 
free discussion, and then comes a deluge of abuse. Let the 
Liberal editor exercise the freedom of discussion we are 
presumed to enjoy, aud a ruinous prosecution is liable to be 
followed by imprisonment. Liberals are socially and polit- 


ically proscribed, are taxed to sustain sectarian ingtitutions 
and churches; are compelled to observe Sabbath laws, yet 
all this, together with actual imprisonment, is not at all 
inconsistent with the Christian standard of perfect religious 


liberty. 


. . With a general platform as broad'as the globe, and a dis- 
position on the part of Liberals to show a united and un- 
broken front, in meeting every special assault on any part: 

. of the line, our influence and power for good would ha very | 

great, Some of us many of us, do not approve of some 


" interested, for the same Christian power that sims a blow at 
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things that are written, but every true Liberal must see that 
the only safe way for us mex who all hav hobbies, is to 
stand together in defense of. the right of others to advocate 
opinions that may not meet our approval. If we expect to 
stop the threatened flood of persecution we must strengthen 
the first dam. And its foundations must be broad, not nar- 
row. After abandoning all our hard ammunition in our 
retreat before a malicious, untruthful, and unrelenting foe, 
after using taffy and tufts of grass, we may find that we hav 
only succeeded in leaving ourselvs ‘‘naked to our ene- 
mies," 

Let us not forsske the least struggling truth. Let us sus- 
tain the free discussion without which truth is not demon- 
strable. A big, broad Liberal has no business on a shaky, 
uarrow platform. The narrow platform may, but I doubt 
that, gain the tacit support of s few moderate Christians. 
On the other hand, the broad platform will challenge the 
earnest approval of the pioneers, at every point along the 
long lines of the army of progress, It is better for ihe 
organization, and better for the great cause thet is above 
and beyond all organizations. All seekers for the truth are 


Bennett because of his Freethought publications, misrepre- 
sents and sneers at Ingersoll, scoffs at and ostracies the 
Darwins, Haeckels, Huxleys, and Tyndalls, whose views 
they dare not attempt to controvert in the arena of free dis- 
cussion. . 

Our friends who think to silence the enemy, or; win 
recruits from their ranks, by unloading a principle that gave 
rise to a false charge of filth, will tbemselvs,'and any organ- 
ization they may form, still be just as obnoxious as ever to 
the churches, the enemies of all progress. The dealer in the 
filthiest literature would be forgiven a thousand times when 
the true believer in the hypothesis of evolution, or the Iv- 
gersollian Agnostic would never be forgiven at all. There 
are myriads of ravenous wolves on the track of our friends, 
and they cannot hope to make their escape by going through 
the motions of throwing out a little stinking meat when the 
wolves scent a warm, living, healthy meal. Tho hue and 
cry cannot be escaped. We. must make a stand and whip 
the whole pack. 

Our united forces must stand in one immovable phalanx. 
The conflict is irrepressible. Superstition will inflict many 
wounds in its death throes, but is destined to eventually 
succumb to the inevitable. The struggle will go on with the 
varying fortunes of all human affairs until she flnal triumph 
of the right. GEoRGE W. MOREHOUSE. 

: te 


Confasion Worse Confounded. 

To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: One word 
corrected in our former communication and we will try to 
relieve ourselvs from your pungent Criticism: ‘' We speak of 
the spirit of man ; sometimes we say soul, yet no one has 
denied either.” ‘‘ Denied” is not ours, but defined, It should 
read, No one has defined either. Touching sheer specula- 
tion, it seems to hav captured your thinker. 

You say that itis not sheer speculation to say that both 
the producer and the result produced are materia!, all that 
matter is or does is material ; thus eyesight. bearing, smell- 
ing, taste, feeling, thinking are material. Far from it, my 
dear sir, in the sense we designed ; we defined our meaniug 
by the term concrete. The whole must hinge upon fac’, not 
simply upon the definition certain linguists giv it. 

To make the aroma of the rose, or the odor from the body 
of an African, material, if not sheer speculation, is at best 
Teedism. Jt may satisfy some minds to tell them the fra- 
grance of tbe rose and odor from the African are particles 
broken off from the substance, hence material. Suppose 
we apply this theorf in a fox chase. The hounds, twenty- 
four in number, giving chase to the fox, track by the par- 
ticles broken off from the fox. Bosh! after a twenty-four 
hour's chase, giving each hound a smell, the fox, when 
taken, would not be a fox, but a shadow ? Your theory 
cannot be proved any more than you can prove the shadow 
of a man to be the real man. 

The light of the sun as, material was a theory of New- 
ton's. He held that the light and heat of the sun consisted 
of certain particles emanatiag from that body and darted 
out into space like arrows from a bow. "This is called the 
emission theory ; but philosophers since Newton think they 
see deeper into nature than he did. 

Hence the wave theory. This theory presente the light of 
the sun and heat in a succession of waves or vibrations in 
an extremely attenuated luminiferous ether, analogous to 
those which convey sound to the ear, so that you are to 
understand that light and color are impressed upon the or- 
gans of sight by vibrations, just as different notes of music 
are impressed upon the organs of hearing. No improve- 
ment upon Newton's theory. 

Again you say, Did Hines ever see a musical instrument 
not formed of matter? We never claimed to hav so seev, 

Again you say, Mr. Hines evidently tbinks matter cannot 
produce thought. If he will tell us what else does or can 
produce thought, we will be obliged to him, We never 
claimed that anything but an organized brain produces 
thought, and for Mr. Bennett to lug in bis elephant to prove 
anything, is but speculatiop, if not buncombe. 

Again you say, Mr. Hines admits that cosmos was never 
created by a God. Has he the slightest proof that it was 
ever created by any other sort of God? Will he please giv 
a description of his kind of God? 

In answer, we say that we hav never seen or conversed 
with one of those serial gentlemen, therefore are unable to 
describe. It may be he is material; if 0, be is the shadow 
kind. | 

As to cosmos having been ereated is something I don't 
profess to know. ‘fo my mind, it would be sheer specula- 
fion to say that it was created. However, touching design 
in nature, it seems not tobe sheer speculation, Mr, Ben: 


nett, though we hav never seen the ma», shows design; the — 
organized brain shows design. 
well as the law of propagation. 
sign, your opinion of sun-msde eyes to the contrary not- . 
withstanding. 
motion of the beavenly bodies shows design. 
sign they must fal] into one general confused mass at the: ` 
bottom, could bottom be reached. 


design; it could be nothing else. 
us say that cosmos was created bya God from nothing. 
We shall not say it. 
nothing. 


awer, “ Yes, millions of them.” 
evasiv answer. 
gence in nature? How, my dear sir, could come all those 
graud results without intelligence? 


believed in a great spirit, and himself the lesser; and he 
(the Indian) is just as well informed upon this subject ag 


The sexes show design, 88. 
Thé eye and ear show de- 


The whole universe shows. design. The . 
Without de- 
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Adaptation is 
You seem desirous to hav 


You ssy there is acaptation in nature, 


Something cannot be a result from 
To my inquiry, ‘‘ Does cosmos possess a brain?” you en- 


This, Mr, Bennett, is an 
Lagain put the question, Is there no intelli- 


I said, ‘Spirit has never been defined.” The wild Indiaa 


Mr. Bennett or Mr. Hines, or theologians. 

Until epirit-soul can be defined, I am one of the despised 
who believe that when man is dead he is just as dead asa 
horse, cow, or any other animal, that death is an eternal 
sweet rest. It was Benjamin Franklin, I be!ieve, who said, 
“What hav I done to inherit eternal life?" I repeat the sen- 
tence, What hav I done to inherit eternal life? 

In this I am not fighting Spiritualiam. Ilove Spiritual- 
ists, for they are not craven; they are a great improvement 
upon old stale orthodoxy. Raspectfully and fraternally, 

Oak Ridge, Mo. M. J. HINES. 

P. S.—I am not entirely ignorant of the theory of the 
materiality of the gases composed in the earth’s crust. The 
body of man is claimed by theologians to be composed of 
earth, Chemistry informs us that but a small particle of the 
human body is earth. 

What I am driving atisthe “spirit of things." Man is 
claimed to be a spirit and dwells in the supposed tenement 
of clay (:he body). Tne heart they claim to be the seat of 
moral goodness, religion, henco the theologian endeavors to 
reach the heart as though the spirit deit there, To my 
mind, the heart is a pump with two valves, force and suc- 
tion; the one forces the blood through the system, the other 
brings it back, life being the motiv power, the heart being 
just es much the abode of the spirit, if any one knows what 
it ie, as the great toe, : 

lf we hav a soul or spirit it livs in the brain, and, to my 
mini, dies with the body. Now I desire you to define this 
spirit. Spiritualists claim that through certain forces or, 
means at hand, they are enabled to materialize the spirit, 
that is to say, giv it sclidity, make it material, place it upon 
a scale and weigh it, then dissolve it back to nothing. When 
thisis successfully done without gammon, then I will admit 
the fragrance of the rose to be material; not before, 

M, J. H. 
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Dr. Clark. 


To rue Eprron or Tau Trots SNEEKER, Sir: Dr. A. J. 
Clark, the very able and popular lecturer, of Indianapolis, . 
Ind., having been on a business tour through the northwest, 
the principal otj2ct of which was to advance the cause of 
mental liberty—and a noble worker he proves to be—pald 
our city a brief visit on Sunday last. His sudden appear- 
ance in out midst scarcely allowed us sufficient time to do 
him justice for honoring us with a call. As usual, the 
Doctor was ready to drop a shell among our orthodox 
friends, and to get at them he was announced to lecture in 
the evening, subject, * Church History, or Religious intol 
erance.” The lecture was listened to with marked attention 
and repeatedly applauded by the fair-sizsd and intelligent 
audience who were so fortunate as to embrac? the opportu- 
nity of hearing him. Yours respectfully, 

Elgin, Il, Oct. 25, 1880. Jas, METCALF, 


—————* M — — — 


Dr. J. R. Baker, of Keithsburg, Il, 


Reader, hav you never heard Dr. Baker? If you never 
had that privilege you will thank me for suggesting to you 
that you send for him to deliver a course of his Liberal lec- 
tures in your neighborhood. He ought to be constantly 
employed. I hav been with him on the electioneering 
stump. He is arousing politica) orator, and I am satisfied 
that he will make the orthodox quake and the Freethought 
friends feel happy. He is a frank, outspoken gentleman, 
splendid company. Such workers should be in the field 
battling for mental freedom every hour, Address him at 
Keithsburg, Él. We need a host of just such lecturers as 
Dr. Bakar, full of common sense and love for our common 
humanity. W. F. JAMIESON, 

Ost, 27, 1880. 


——— i —————————— 


Personal. 

Mrs. H. S. Lake has remove? from Ciinton, Iowa, to 
Chicago, where she has been lecturing every Sunday since 
the National L'beral League Oongresa, Owing to her-exer- 
tions there an auxiliary L»agua has been formed, which is 
ina thriving condition. Se desires to maka engagements 
to lecture in Illinois, Indians, Wisconsin, and Michigan. 
Address ber at 36 Ozden avenue, Chicago. Illinois. 

QE O 

W. F. Jamesin will receive calls for lectures for the 
month of December, having postponed, his trip to Nebraska. 
until later in the season. Address hia Mazeppa, Minn, 


A Hinpoo will never say anything so vulgar as thst a max 
| killed himeelf by drowning or cutting his throat. He sim- 
` ply says he allowed his life to depart by water, or the knife, 

or polson, 3 PE 
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these cones to the other when they came close to- 
gether, and wound our way on up and up, slowly 
but steadily and continuously. 

But oh, the grandeur of the scene. I fear I can- 
not adequately make you realize it. Those Alpine 
cones and domes shoot up so steeply and so high ! 
Oh, they are grand beyond conception! I looked 
back upon the valley we had left, and saw the little 
villages seemingly struggling for existence in that 
narrow little world, and at the little farms and 
homes üpon the mountain sides, with here and there 
a church spire showing that religion had its 
place in the minds of those rugged mountaineers. 
As we steadily climbed up I noticed the gradual 
change in the character of the vegetation. We left 
in the valley below the vineyard, the potato field, 
the beets, and very little patches of feeble-looking 
Indian corn, but as we got up into the higher region 
those gradually one after the other seemed to be left 
behind. The corn and the vine were left behind, 
but the potatoes and the turnips were yet seen ; but 
by and by wesaw the potatoes no more. Little but 
grass could be seen in those highland little farms. 
At first the usual forest trees seemed to flourish, but 
they gradually dropped behind, and we only saw 
pines, firs, with stunted mountain birches, and these 
at last become extremely scarce and small, the pines 
were passed, and nothing in the way of trees but 
the alpine firs were to be seen. They grew invari- 
ably where earth enough remained on the rocks to 
cover their roots, but we got so high that those 
hardy firs even could hardly exist, There is a limit 
even for the firs, and we reached it. "We were where 
there was nought but grass and a sort of growth 
which I hardly know whether to calla shrub or a 
moss, about eight or ten inches high, and that was 
abundant. 

It is almost astonishing how the hardy Swiss climb 
up those steep mountains and make homes where it 
seems almost impossible for a goat to keep from 
tumbling down the mountain side. Wherever half 
an. acre can be found not steeper than the roof of a 
house, where a human being can keep from sliding 
off, there may be seen an humble Swiss cottage and 
alittle green grass plot, where the sheep and the 
goats feed together. The goats can even live where 
grass will scarcely grow. The goat will live on a 
very little, and the Swiss mountaineers willlive on 
the goat, and thus they seem to keep up a kind of com- 
munity system among themselves—the mountain- 
eers and the goats. The goat cannot climb a tree, 
but he will climb a rock where men who can climb 
a tree dare not go. 

Yes, I saw little houses on these Alpine hights that 
I could not have believed could be habitable, and 
the people, for I met several of them, looked healthy 
and happy. It may be a romantic sort of life, but it 
must be monotonous and prosy. I am very sure it 
would not suit me. It is indeed a mystery how 
those mountain-side farmers manage to stay on their 
places. It many times looked as though they, and 
their children, and even their cattle, must inevitably 
falloff and dash themselves to pieces on the rocks 
away below, unless secured by ropes. I wondered 
how they could ever have erected their little huts in 
such inaccessible places, and how they even could 
get there. I think they cannot be much troubled 
with callers cr tramps. It is decidedly an isolated 
mode of life that would not suit those of social 
tastes. How often I looked across on to the different 
peaks, and away up, up where the eagles seeming- 
ly would not dare to fly, there, living on little 
patches of almost perpendicular, sterile land were 
those hardy,brave, indefatigable Swiss mountaineers, 
with simply half an acre of grass pasture, and which 
probably no plow had ever touched. Verily, verily, 
some people in the world have no idea how other 
people manage to live. 

When we had been out about two and a.half 
hours we stopped at a stone refuge house and 
changed horses, and I assure you the five horses we 
started with were sweating freely and looking as 
though they were completely exhausted. We 
changed driver with the horses. Each driver re- 
mains with his team. We changed horses seven 
times during the sixteen hours’ ride, and with every 
new relay of horses we had a new driver, and every 
one delighted to see how loudly he could make his 
mammoth whip resound among those Alpine peaks. 
They are, however, a good-natured, happy set of 
men, as indeed are all the mountaineers, 

The refuge houses are every three or four miles 
apart over the mountain; and though they look 
cheerless and lonely now, I doubt. not they look 
cheerful to the storm-surrounded traveler in the 
depth of winter, for which purpose they were 
erected and why they are called refuge houses. I 
think we passed nine of them, and.all are numbered. 
Besides these there is a hotel now and then on the 
road ; and the people we met with, even away up 
near the summit, looked as though they thought 


(Continued from page 707.) 

do not consider myself half so great a man as he 
was. I found a good road already made and he had 
to make one for himself, or his men did for him. 
But I did not have half the reason for wishing to get 
over that he had, and that may make a little difference 
in drawing a comparison between us. And again, he 
caused thousands of persons to be killed after he 
crossed, while I intend nothing of the kind, which 
again may possibly be something in my favor. No, 
though Napoleon and myself crossed the Alps in the 
same place and only seventy-five or eighty years 
apart in time, I will make no pretensions of equal 
ability with him, for he was twice made a prisoner, 
while I have been a prisoner but once. Oh yes, he 
was far the greater man, 

First of all, let me give you some description of a 
diligence. It is a good deal like our old stages 
which used to traverse New York and Pennsylvania 
fifty years ago, only more so. They are heavy and 
strong and are differently constructed from our 
old style coaches, There may be said to be five 
departments or grades to a diligence. The driver’s 
seat is at the top; two persons can occupy the seat 
with him, Under the seat is a snug inclosure with 
doors and windows, roomy for two persons, but 
crowded for three ; next in center between the fore 
and hind wheels in the main body of the coach is an 
apartment with two seats, one facing forward and 
one backward. This compartment will hold four 
rather comfortably and six decidedly uncomforta- 
bly. Then in rear of this division, and half a story 
higher and over the hind wheels, is another seat with 
a top that may be tightly closed or thrown back at 
pleasure. Between this seat and the driver’s and 
over the body of the coach below, with a railing 
around it, is the main deck of the vehicle, where the 
baggage is stowed away, and where the luckless pas- 
sengers who can find no other seat may also stow 
themselves away and let theirlegs hang over so long 
as there is room enough left forthem to hang in. I 
was booked for an inside seat, but it is not the 
most favorable for seeing the exquisitely grand 
scenery all the way through the pass, so I arranged 
by pantomime with the conductor, for there is such 
a functionary who accompanies every diligence, for 
an outside seat. He was a very clever conductor, 
and as we had not a full load, and there was a 
seat in the rear by the side of himself, I 
mounted there with him. The extra price for an 
outside seat is nine francs, but as the outside seats 
were not taken he let me have one for what I 
pleased to give, and that was two francs and a half. 
But he was very kind to me and took off his heavy 
overcoat and wrapped it around me. It was chilly, 
quite chilly, and though I had my overcoat on I was 
still cold. A young German couple, whether mar- 
ried or not I cannot say, occupied the front compart- 
ment ; an Italian man and wife, who are married, 
and a friend, with myself made up the quota for the 
larger compartment ; two way passengers occupied 
the deck ; one sat with the driver, and thus we were 
disposed, the conductor sitting alone in the rear. 
None spoke English except the young German, who 
could say a few words. Our team consisted of five 
good horses, three in lead. and two at the wheel. 
Upon starting we immediately commenced the as- 
cent of the Alps in good earnest. The whips seem 
to have a large share of the work to do in .getting 
along here, and the way the drivers crack them isa 
caution to young Chinaman. 

We steadily, that cold Sunday morning, climbed 
our weary way up the Alps, and as we rose and the 
light prevailed we could aee the valley below us and 
the bleak rock-topped mountains around us, and the 
snow-capped summits at a greater distance. Stead- 
ily and constantly we climbed hour afterhour, The 
grade of the road is easy, not as steep as I have seen 
up-hill roads in America, but up, up, constantly up, 
mile after mile. When we got cold and tired we 
got out and footed it a mile or two and vicwed with 
perfect awe the grand scenery all around us. The 
road is very far from being in a straightforward 
course; it rather winds in a serpentine “ cireumbend- 
ibus ” sort of way, much like a very extended letter 
S, only more so. We often went a good long way in 
one direction and then turned and went almost 
directly back in a contrary direction to gain a little 
way forward, so that sometimes we were not more 
than a stone’s throw from the point where we had 
been half an hour before, and when we had been 
- from Brigue fully three hours we were not probably 

more than two miles from it in an air-line, only a 
good dealhigher.  — 

In America our mountains are in one continuous 
chain, with occasional variations in the altitude of 
the ranges. In Switzerland it is not so. There 
seems in the Alpine country to be a great amount 
of individuality and disconnectedess among the 
numerous members of Alpine family, especially the 
upper portions, much as though the great hand of 
nature had. been full of mountains, and had cast 
them pell-mell into Switzerland, and that they had they had the happiest homes in the world. 
alllighted little end up, and though their basis be-|. Wine is to be had in the refuge houses, as well as 
ing in a plastic state had run together the apexes|at the hotels ; and I noticed that. the conductor and 
had persistently preserved their independence and|the driver were good patrons of those places. I 

-geparation, .We sometimes crossed from one of 


even found myself not slow to conform to the rules 


of the country, and I tried a glass of wine with my 
fellow-sojourners and voyagers. 


Ihave not fully described the steepness of those 
mountain sides. We passed many places where it 
was quite enough to make one's head swim to look 
down into the abyss beneath us for hundreds of feet, 
where, if the diligence, by any mishap, had gone 
over the brink, we must have been dashed to pieces 
at the bottom of the ravine away below. lt was 
not unusual that we were on a level with the tops of 
tall fir-trees or spruces but a short distance from the 
road whose bodies were nearly a hundred feet in 
hight. The road, however, is quite safe. . It is 
broad enough for two carriages to pass easily, and in 
all dangerous places stone posts are firmly set every 
eight or ten feet, so that it would be difficult for 
the diligence to get over the brink of the precipice. 
There are some places at which, if it did go over, i£ 
might fall one hundred feet before striking the 
earth. ; : 

I noticed that in those tall Alpine cones the strata 
of the rocks were vertical, while in some of the more 
obtuse mountains they were sometimes horizontal, 
or but partially dipped. This shows what huge 
changes some time or other in the long past must 
have taken place in those Alpine regions, If it was 
by upheavals, as many believe, how powerful and. 
vast 1t must have been to have forced those Alpine 
cones thousands, yes, tens of thousands, of feet, so 
that the rocks, instead of being horizontal, as all 
rocks once were, to a perfectly vertical or perpen- 
dicular position !. If, on the other hand, those 
mountains were caused by the surrounding portions 
of the globe contracting and settling away from 
them, as others again believe, while for some suf- 
ficient reason they could not settle, the change was 
not, perhaps, sudden, but no less wonderful and 
grand in its results. When looking upon those 
almost countless number of Alpine cones and domes 
my mind was filled with wonder at the grandeur and 
sublimity of old nature and the mighty works she 
has performed, Few sights and few meditations are 
better calculated to excite awe for the grand and 
the majestic in the universe, 

I ought to speak of the many beautiful waterfalls 
we passed, where good-sized streams leaped thirty, 
forty, fifty, and nearly one hundred feet, and the more 
numerous beautiful cascades, where the vigorous 
streams danced from rock to rock and from declivity 
to declivity, laughing and sporting as they seemed 
to be on their journey to the deep valley away 
below. Sometimes the white threads of those 
streams could be seen trickling and spreading down 
the rocky steeps hundreds of feet together. In many 
places the mountains or piles of rocks rose almost 
perpendicularly to an altitude above the roadway, 
which I estimated at three and four and five hun- 
dred feet. In other cases, where the sides were less: 
abrupt and loose earth had remained for the firs and 
pines to grow, I often looked up and saw where 
the hardy mountaineers had climbed up and cut the 
trees and let them slide down with velocity to the 
roadway below. 

As we climbed on our weary way we nearly left 
the world of vegetation behind us and came to the 
region of perpetual snow. Some of the high eleva- 
tions looked white from recent snow storms, and other 
banks and deep bodies of snow doubtless have been 
summered over for hundreds of times, At length we 
reached the summit of a pass marked by a cross with 
a little god upon it being crucified, much as the same 
thing was done in Asiatic countries three thousand 
years ago. It is singular how the religionists of the 
present day keep up the ideas and follow the cus- 
toms of the pagan religionists of thousands of years 
ago. e were now six thousand feet above the 
level of the sea and within half a mile at the 
farthest of where, in sheltered localities, were snow 


banks which were there one hundred years ago. 


With this fact before me I could not help thinking 
of the more than improbable story of the landing of 
Noah's ark on the mountain of Ararat, which is 
seventeen thousand feet in highth. If perpetual 
snow is found on the Alps, seven thousand feet 
above the sea level, how could the menagerie 
of Noah, which had been month after month on the 
Dr. Tanner system of fasting, even if all the rest of 
the impossible story of the flood were true, possibly 
live or find food at an altitude of seventeen thou- 
sand feet, and when even the valleys had not had 
time to produce a new vegetation? Let those believe 
the flood story who can. I cannot believe it if I go 
to hell for it, and there is no use in my trying. 

We passed through in course of the day several 
tunnels in the rock and several places where heavy 
stone arches had been built over the road, the outer 
wall being three to four feet thick and the arch over 
head very strong. "This is to prevent the danger of 
avalanches or heavy bodies of snow in certain local- 
ities when they slide down the mountain sides, and 
thus shoot the snow over the roadway, protecting 
life and preventing the passage from being filled. 

Soon after we began to descend we came to a 
hospice, which I interpret to mean a convent of 
religious ninnies who imagine they are doing God 
great service and pleasing him highly by passing 
their lives in that inhospitable place, The building 


„is of stone, more than one hundred feet long and 
three stories in hight. How many the inmates 
number I could not learn, nor did I see any of them 
though the diligence stopped there some ten minutes 
to exchange mail, etc. It being Sunday, possibly 
the devotees were allat prayers, for none of them 

j came to the windows. The conductor was very 

1 communicative in telling me all about them, but un- 

fortunately I could not underatand a word. Even 

at that hight there were some fields of grass, and 
cattle and sheep feeding in them, though the snow 
banks were easily within rifle shot. Near these we 
saw more crucifixes and more gods being crucified. 

In our descent of a- mile or so we came to the 

rügged mountain valley of Simplon, where we 

stopped to change horses again and to take some 
dinner, for here in this upper world there is a little 

Alpine village where people live and furnish eatables 

to travelers who journey that way. 

| mountain damsel presided in the dining-room 

i of the stone hotel with stone stairs and stone floors, 
and as soon as we could by exercise get warm 
enough to handle knife and fork we were ready for 
business. I took a dish of hot soup and some poulet, 
pronounced pullay (chicken), some pommes de terre 
ipotasoes) » with bread and butter, which made a good 
meal, and for which the fair damsel only demanded 
the moderate price of two francs and a half. Thus 
fortified, I could descend the mountain with perfect 
contentment with myself and good will toward all 
mankind. We were soon on the road again, and as 
it is perfectly smooth the horses kept up a regular 
trot and we made far better headway than in the 
ascent on the other side. The descent was not unlike 
the ascent in the topegraphy of the country save 
that the rocks were still more precipitous, and chances 
for little dwelling-places for the mountaineers more 
scarce. The last pile of rocks often seemed to 
stand almost perpendicular, and to tower up, up, up 
‘many hundreds of feet with barely a chance for a 
roadway between the gorges and glens. It is a 
grand, wild country indeed. The scenery became 
grander and wilder at every turn. The rocks 
seemed to have been rent asunder for the ex- 
press purpose of giving a passage to the moun- 
tain stream, which leapt from rock to rock in its 
descent southward and to allow a roadway for the 
French army and ourselves to get through. I more 
than once marveied how Napoleon and his engineers 
were ever able to make a roadway through such a 
series of defiles, gulches, ravines, gorges, and glens. 
Wonderful are the winding tunnels which com- 
menoe after passing the famous gorge of Gondo, 
said to be the wildest and grandest in the Alps. 
These gigantic tunnels are hewn out of the solid 
rock when to do so was less labor and expense than 
to cart all the rock away, and one of which required 
one hundred men eighteen months to excavate, 
working by turns day and night in gangs. As 
we emerged from the tunnels a scene of stupen- 
dous majesty met the eyes. Hissing and roaring, the 
boiling waters of the Frassinone dash over the 
rocks above into the fearful gorge below. On either 
side rise rocks more than two thousand feet in 
hight, the whole forming a picture of the grandest 
and most terrific sublimity. More cascades, more 
ravines, more lofty crags, and Gondo, the last Swiss 
village, was reached. Here were lads of Italian 
birth, with grapes and figs fresh from the trees, 
which gave us the assurance that however wild the 
scenery was around us, we were nevertheless nearing 
the land of summer and delicious fruits. I indulged 
in a dozen or more of. the figs, they being the first 
I had ever eaten in their natural state, and also some 

rapes, but I made the mistake of eating the figs 
first, they being so sweet as to cause the grapes by 
contrast to be sour, We soonrafter came to a large 
round stone post by the roadside on which was cut 
in large letters the word Jtalia. When that was 
passed I knew that we had passed into Italy, though 
the orags and mountains of rock still surrounded us, 
and I again and again marveled how Napoleon and 
.his army could have made the descent without the 
benetit of the tunnels and the splendid roadway 
which now exist, We soon passed crucifixes and 
shrines by the roadside far more frequently than 
among the Swiss. We soon came to Isella, the first 
Italian town, and here our baggage had to undergo 
offioial examination, and it was more thorough than 
any Y had before witnessed, but nothing contraband 
was found, and all were permitted to pass. 

The women who gathered around wore a different 
kind of head-dress, and the soldiers in attendance 
had a different uniform, which impressed upon my 
mind that I was now in the domain of King Hum- 
bert I. Though mountains and rocks still continued 
for miles, the air and the scenery gradually changed 
and softened ; we felt that we had left the region: 
of almost perpetual winter, and were approaching 
the land of perpetual summer, while still down the 
mountain we steadily rolled. The balmy air, the 
trellised vines, the patches of Indian corn, told us 

that we were coming to the summer land indeed. 

Before we leave the mountains of Switzerland 
entirely behind us let me say a word of the buildings 
in the Alpine region, especially in the country. 

They are usually stone, and in the mountains often 


of spruce timbers, hewed or sawed four to six inches 
square, and these halved or locked together at the 
corners so as to allow them to come close together 
and thus make a tight, warm building. Stone, how- 
ever, is the most common building material, in the 
better portions plastered over neatly and presenting 
a comely appearance, The roofs in the valleys are 
largely of slate. As we climbed the mountains I. 
noticed that the slates were not trimmed regular, 
but laid on promiscuously as they came from the 
quarry, making not a pretty roof, though they may 
answer a very good purpose. In afew instances I 
noticed roofs of bark laid in shingle fashion’; but 
the usual roofs of the mountain cottages, barns, and 
sheds are of flat stones over two inches in thickness 
and three or four courses in depth, thus making a 
very heavy roof and requiring strong rafter-poles 
and timbers. With the exception of these roof 
timbers and the door, the entire buildings, including 
the floors, are of stone, they usualy being but a 
single story high. Such houses must make grim, 
cheerless homes, but they are far better than noth- 
ing. They are very durable, and not easily burned. 
When well laid, nothing seems to prevent their last- 
ing hundreds of years, As we come into Italy these 
stone houses and stone roofs still continue, black 
and mossy with age, and the most cheerless homes I 
ever saw. The windows are small, and often with 
no glass, giving them the appearance of prisons more 
than cheerful homes, I must say the stone houses 
of the Italian peasants bespeak less taste and less 
thrift than do those of the Swiss... Take nearly all 
the houses of the poor as we descended the moun- 
tains and they are of the most uninviting and most 
uncomfortable character. I could often look through 
the stone roofs, The walls are not plastered, and 
everything is of a stony, comfortless appearance. 
We continued to descend, and evidently came down 
a greater number of thousands of feet than we 
climbed from Brigue on the other side ; thus we are 
lower here than there. 

A tunnel through the mountain has been begun 
at Brigue, designed for the railroad and to obviate 
the travel by diligence ; but it will require a tunnel 
of considerably over ten miles in length, and when 
it will be completed, and the cars running through 
it, no man can tell. It will require mints of money 
and many, many years of constant, patient toil day 
and night. I do not remember how many miles the 
Mont Cenis tunnel is, but this Simplon tunnel 
will be much the larger if ever completed. Mont 
Cenis is now by far the longest tunnel, and will con- 
tinue to be until those who are now young will come 
to be old, and those who are now past the prime of 
life are sleeping the sleep of death. 

We passed in our descent the Val d'Ossolà, where 
the valley. still expands, though the domes and high 
piles of rocks still hovered around us. 

We came to the large village of Domo d'Ossola, 
where we changed horses. We had passed several 
smaller.villages still among the hills of rocks, where, 
in every case, was a church with a chime of bells in 
the spire. At more than one of these villages we 
heard the agreeable chimes on many bells, which 
could hardly be expected in such small villages with 
such scanty means or wealth. As we still descended 
the rocks and domes became of lower altitude and 
the valley grew broader. The Frassinone, which 
was only a little rivulet when we began to descend, 
by thej constant accretions which take place all 
along the miles of its rocky descent, when we got 
down to the valley had become quite a river, 
which, from all appearances, must be a powerful 
stream in the spring seasons, when the snows melt 
on the mountains. It is, perhaps, some fifteen miles 
from where it begins to where it empties into the 
beautiful Lake Maggiore. 

Let me repeat, the valley to which we descended 
shows fertility, but it seems to me it shows less 
signs of thrift and good agriculture than were so 
perceptible among the Swiss. Here the vines appear 
neglected and are choked with grass. The Indian 
corn is sown broadcast and often thick with grass. 
There is much good meadow land, but the foolish 
practice of Alling it up with worthless trees like wil- 
lows and poplars shades the land far too much and 
draws richness from the soil, besides being much in 
‘the way of plowing, mowing, etc. I marveled as we 
rode along at the absurdity of filling up good, pro- 
ductive land with willows. I fear the Italians lack 
thrift and energy. Mavy indications of it strike my 
observation already. I have already seen too many 
idlers, too much the appearance of the lazzaroni. 
I noticed last night as we come along, Sunday 
though it was, many loads of hay being taken to the 
barns from the meadows. Probably it is the second 
crop, for it was short and fine. The teams and 
drivers amused me, The teams were sometimes a 
single ox in shafts, sometimes a pair of heifers, 
sometimes a donkey, and sometimes a pair of don- 
keys, the size of the load being in proportion to the 
team, and in nearly all cases the drivers being 
women. I judge a good share of the farming is 
done by women, and that it is not of the highest 
quality. The result, however, showed good sense on 
their part to get the hay under shelter, for before 
we reached this town the rain was falling. 


Ghe ruth Seeker, November 6, 1880. 


shore of Lake Maggiore, and a beautiful drive it is. 

On the shore all along are fine hotels for persons who 

resort here to pass a few pleasant weeks or months. . 
At one we halted and changed horses for the last 

time, and there were numerous guests out by the 

roadside enjoying the view by the lake shore by 

moonlight and chatting together. 
versing whom I was certain were Àmericang, and as 
I had not heard à word of English all day I felt an 
impulse to speak to them; but Americans even are 
not all sociable, and I did not venture to speak. We 
passed on the lake shore extensive granite quarries, 
which turn out most beautiful stone. 
many caps for columns and other architectural work 
already cut for some stately edifice, and for a mile I 
saw slabs, posts, etc., laid in the water of the lake 
along the shore, perhaps to soak and soften so aa to 
cut easier. 
at least prevents it from becoming hard. It was 
from these extensive quarries, as I learn, that the 
stone for the grand cathedra! at Milan was obtained. 
The stone is shipped in sloops and schooners up and 
down the lake, and then I hardly know how. From 
here it can go by rail now, but not when the cathe- 
dral was built. 
variety of purposes—the posts for the trellises for 


We must have ridden nearly fifteen miles on the 


I heard two con- 


l noticed 


Probably the water either softens it or 


I notice that stone is used for a 


vines are stone, the fences are flat stones like grave 
stones set up edge to edge, and the telegraph poles 
even for fifteen miles back are of stone, being six 
by ten inches square and fifteen to twenty feet tall. 
It is my opinion that the major part of them will 
outlast the oldest inhabitants. 

The hotels along the margin of the lake were many 
of them brilliantly illuminated with Chinese lan- 
terns and other curious lights as we came along; fire 
rockets and Roman candles were sent up, and wheel- 
rockets whirled merrily, and bands of music were 
playing in several places. I concluded all this was 
that they might have a good, happy time, and did 
not for a moment suppose that my arrival had any- 
thing to do with all the display. Hundreds of 
Italian couples were walking slowly along the lake 
shore and I doubted not talking sweet words of 
love to each other. I left my blessing with them, 
saying in spirit, * Mortals, be happy while you can, 
for the future is a sealed mystery of which we can 
know nothing,” and I think they followed my in- 
structions, 

When we arrived here at Arona, though it had 
just begun,to rain, music again greeted our ears, and 
several Sunday night concerts seemed to be in full 
blast. I was not long comiug to the conclusion that 
the Italians, although the most devout Christians in 
the world, and the most thoroughly priest-ridden, 
are nevertheless very fond of music, and believe in | 
having a good, happy time. 

I was glad to find that one of the clerks here at . 
the hotel could speak English, and I concluded to 
tarry over here to-day, to breathe in quietly the^ 
Italian air by degrees, to look about this town some, 
enjoy the beautiful prospect on the lake and across 
it, and withal catch up with my writing once more, 
I have passed the day very pleasantly. The steam- 
boat landing is directly before my window. I have 
seen pleasure seekers depart up the lake and return 
several times. There are a number of lake steamers 
to attend to these pleasure excursions, It is all 
right ; let those seek pleasure who can do so legiti- 
mately, and bad luck to the hand that is raised to 
prevent it. The day has been most lovely. The 
lake has been as still as a mirror, and almost as much ` 
a reflector. If we have many days of this kind I 
don’t know but I shall have to conclude that Italy in 
this respect is a little ahead of America. Icanjudge 
better after I have passed ten days in this land of 
history, of art, of music, of poetry. 

This evening several musicians, perhaps of the 
stolling character, played the harp and other instru- 
ments immediately before my window, and I enjoyed 
it nearly as much as though it had been gotten up 
expressly for my pleasure, and a small coin or two 
paid the bill. A while ago, to me, what seemed to 
be a political meeting appeared to be in full 
operation within earshot of my window. I could 
easily mark the intonations of the speaker’s voice as 
he stirred up the enthusiasm and patriotism of his 
hearers, and their plaudits reminded me of home ; 
but being so wholly unacquainted with their lan- 
guage I could not fully decide whether it was a 
Garfield meeting or a Hancock meeting, or whether 
for Weaver and greenbacks, 

Some have eaid to me it is almost unsafe for me to 
visit Rome yet for a while lest, so unaccustomed as I 
am, I may take the malarious and deadly ari: æ 
cattiva which prevails through September, and thus 
perhaps die. But it is on my programme to. go to 
Rome. I never did take a fever and die, and 1 can 
not see why I should now, and as I am not afraid of 
death, I shall go to Rome. If I die, I will not hava 
to die again, and I will probably rest as quietly. on 
Italian soil as the millions who have gone to rest 
here. If you hear not from me further, think-I am 
sleeping with the Romans and the dead popes, but I 
am quite sure you will hear from me again, 


Adieu, | 5 
DMB | 


Letter from Europe.—No. 12. 
NORTHERN ITALY, 


No. 81 Via Virrori1a, Rome, Sept. 24, 1880. 

Dear FRIENDS IN America: Here I am in the 
“ Eternal City ” at last. What special claim it has 
to that very venerable cognomen I cannot tell you, 
but perhaps it is because it has seen so large a num- 
ber of years True it has lived more than three 
thousand years, but there are cities in Asia older, 
still more eternal, than this, Possibly it is because 
this has been considered the residence, par excellence, 
of the gods, the “eternal ones,” that this has been 
called the “Eternal City.” Yes, nearly three thousand 
years ago it was believed that many gods resided 
here, when they removed from Olympus in Greece, 
the principal and greatest of whom was Jupiter, or 
Jove, “the Thunderer,” “the Mighty One,” ‘the 
Eternal,” as the Romans of old fondly ealled him, 
Zeus, as the Greeks called him, and Giove, as the 
Romans of the present day denominate him. Jupiter 
and his sons, for he had many by his wives, mistresses, 
and loves—of which he had many—made quite 
a large family, and here they lived, and flourished, 
and reigned, and controled the affairs of this world 
and of heaven, or rather so it was fully believed. 
Here also long resided his father Saturn, and the 
citizens of this city nearly three thousand yeara ago 
used to build temples for Saturn and Jove to dwell 
.in, and be worshiped in. Yes, here resided, too, 
Mars, the god of war, Hercules, the god of strength, 
Mercury, the god of knowledge and literature, 
Apollo, the god of light and beauty, Juno, the queen 
of heaven, Minerva, the goddess of wisdom, Venus, 
the goddess of love, Ceres, the goddess of the earth, 
Diana, the huntress, and many, many more whose 
names I need not mention, and which all of you are 
quite familiar with who have read my late work, 
“The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 
Times.” 

Yes, itis here where they lived and luxuriated 
many hundred years, and would have continued to 
do so just as much till this time if the people had 
continued to believe in them ; but it was the same 
with those old gods and goddesses as it is with all 
other gods, as soon as the people cease to believe in 
them they cease to exist. It seems that old Jove 
and all his companions, though he was fully believed 
to have created the earth, the sun, and all the 
worlds, to possess almighty power, and to rule all 
existent beings and worlds just as he pleased, have 
nevertheless lost theirt power, and are even no 
longer believed to exist. This was because other 
gods supplanted them, Gods, too, who had no more 
real existence than they had. It seems that no gods 
live and rule any longer than their worshipers 
remain powerful, and are able tosubdue and oppress 
their foes, When the people of a country who 
worship any particular gods, from a bad course of 
conduct become weak or disunited so that a 
nation having other gods are able to overcome them 
and hold them in subjection, their gods are also 
overthrown, and no longer rule over the country 
which has been conquered, and the gods of the con- 
querers generally come into power, and are adopted 
by the conquered. Thus the old set pass away and 
even go entirely out of existence. They cannot be 
anywhere found, their temples are deserted by their 
worshipers, and they cease to exist altogether. So 
it was with Jove, Mars, Mercury, Saturn, Juno, 
Minerva, and Venus, and all the rest of them. They 
have entirely departed. When they left Rome they 
also left the world, and went to the regions of 
nowhere and nonentity, where they have since 
remained, 

Bat, unfortunately, the people of this city and 
country did not learn that they could get along bet- 
ter without gods than with them, that the gods cost 
a great deal of money to support without return- 
- ing anytbing tangible and good in return ; so when 
they got rid of the gods which they had borrowed 
from their neighbors, the Greeks, they, foolish-like, 
thought they must have other gods in their place, 
and they in due time adopted the gods of those who 
proved more powerful than they, and who became 
masters of their country. ‘Thus the gods of the vic- 
torious party ultimately wereadopted, and Jove and 
company went to forgetfulness, save in the produc- 
tions of a few poets who liked to keep their valor 
and their fancied existence in remembrance. 

The gods who are believed in here now are a 
family of deities that emigrated from a very small 
broken country in the extreme western part of Asia, 
and were never heard of much in the world till 
about fifteen hundred years ago. They were the 
gods of so insignificant a people that they were very 
little known among the nations who were contem- 
poraneous with them, so that even none of the his- 
torians and writers of those times ever mentioned 
them, or the gods they believed in and worshiped. 
But as it has often happened that a small nation 
have become the masters over stronger people, so 
the gods of even a weak and obscure nation have 
been adopted and worshiped by nations far stronger 
than the one which first devised them and brought 
them into existence. 

I'heed hardly tell you that the weak and obscure 
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nation I allude to was the Jews, who once had a ! true or not, it is all he has to do, and he will go to 


precarious existence in Palestine, 
restless, quarrelsome, and ill-advised conduct they 
utterly lost what little power they possessed, and 
theircountry also. This principal God of this small 
country and this contentious people was believed by 
the weak nation he ruled over to have been the cre- 
ator of the earth and all the suns and stars of heaven 
precisely as other nations had believed about their 
gods and with precisely the same amount of truth. 
Bat as powerful as they believed him to be, he was 
unable to keep his chosen people together and in 
power over the small and almost miserable country 
he had given them, and sworn over and over again 
that they should possess forever. 

Strange as it may appear, this weak God, who 
showed himself unable to do what he had under- 
taken to do, and sworn repeatedly he would do— 
make his people a great and prosperous nation and 
the perpetual possessors of their small and moun- 
tainous country, about one hundred and forty miles 
long and less than forty miles wide, on an average— 
has been adopted by other nations who seemed not 
ingenious enough to get up gods of their own, and 
were thus under the necessity of taking the God of 
the obscure, defeated, and scattered people I have 
alluded to. Verily this is so, and that God, called 
at different times Jah, Yah, Jahveh, Yahweh, or 
Jebovah, who could not hold possession of that little 
country at the other end of the Mediterranean, has 
transferred his throne to this European city, and he 
has got a vicegerent here who acts as general agent 
for him and attends to all his matters and affairs, 
which he finds it inconvenient or too troublesome to 
attend to himself. 

When this God, Jah, or Jahveh, had got to be 
nearly a thousand years-old, the affairs in his realm 
had become so entangled that he could not make 
them reel off to his mind, by which means he 
became exceedingly vexed and out of humor, and 
he laid all the fault to the people he had created, 
and especially those whom he had selected as his 
own chosen and peculiar people. So he decided to 
beget a son upon the person of some good-looking 
young woman of the nation he had chosen, and 
whom no man had ever aught to do with, and then 
when this son became grown up to the size and age 
of a man to cause him to be put to death, so that 
Jehovah would find himself able to forgive his peo- 
ple for doing just as he had made them do. It 
seems that his affairs had got so mixed up and con- 
fused thatif he did not put this son to death he 
must destroy all his chosen people and all the rest 
of the nations of the earth besides. It was a very 
sad state of things, indeed, when a God had to put 
his only beloved son to death to straighten out the 
complication and entanglement which his affairs had 
gotten into, but, remember, precisely the entangled 
state which their nation—of which he was the author 
—was exactly calculated to bring about. But as 
sad as it was,it had to be done, The son had to 
die that the world might live, that is the very kink 
of it, and he was, according to the will of his own 
father, put to death in the most cruel and ignomini- 
ous manner known, to wit, to be crucified ; and, to 
make the ignominy greater, he was executed be- 
tween, two condemned felons who had committed 
erimes deemed worthy of death. i 

This is, take it altogether, a very singular story, 
and possesses many curious points and features that 
I will not take the time to call your attention to 
now. Iam aware the story is not new to you, and 
perhaps I ought to apologize for introducing the 
subject in this letter, but it seemed to be a part of 
the thread of the story about the gods who formerly 
reigned in this city and those who reign now. For 
you must know that though that dear son was put 
to death on the cross it was only a sham after all ; 
he did not die, or, if he did, he came to life again, 
and was as good as ever, and better too. It seems 
his sufferings, all told, did not last more than three 
or six hours, when he was taken down and carefully 
laid away in a nice new sepulcher. He had said he 
would remain there three days; but as the matter 
of a day or two is not of much consequence, only so 
far as truth and accuracy are conce:ned, when he 
had lain in tbat sepulcher one day and two nights be 
came to life again, as is believed, of hia own accord, 
and was more a God than before he was executed ; 
and after an uncertain number of days (there is, un- 
fortunately, considerable disagreement on this point 
as well as several others, some making it forty days, 
while others represent it only as a day or two), in 
broad daylight, he ascended up to heaven to sit on 
the right hand of the Father, who had caused him 
to be put to death, and he became the general man- 
ager of his father’s business, and in fact a God of 
just as great proportions as the Father himself. 
Unfortunately, too, this matter of the ascension is 
not told in the same way by any two of the authori- 
ties to whom the world has to look for information 
about this important subject. But that really 
makes not the slightest difference, only to those who 
are disposed to be critical, and insist that the story 
should at least preserve the semblance of truth and 
consistency; for if a person only believes what he is 
told, whether it is consistent or not, or whether it is 
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‘level and fertile, and isoultivated with fair skill and 


but from their|heaven and be happy forever, and his great credu- 
lity and gullibility will be counted to him for right- 
eousness, 


Yes, as I said, Jahveh has left the Holy Land 
altogether and has made this Holy City—Hternal 
City—or whatever it may be, his chief residence, 
and from here go forth his will and law to all his 
chosen people in all parts of the earth who bow 
down before the Virgin; for you must know that 
since the son has come into chief command in this 
little world which he has saved, or tried to, the 
mother who conceived him by another member of 
this god family and brought him forth into this 
troublous world, and furnished the only avenue by 
which it was possible he could get into it, has been 
called the “Mother of God,” the “Queen of 
Heaven,” the “Celestial Bride,” and lots of other 
titles just as pretty; and though she was the mother 
of five or six children, she is still regarded as ‘the 
Virgin,” and she is looked upon and worshiped as 
the most remarkable female that ever had an exist- 
ence. She has been deified and exalted to the 
highest place among all the gods which this people 
worship, and if she is the mother of God, perhaps 
this is all right. I assure you she is held in great 
adoration in this country of Italia, and I have many 
times seen her dressed up in silken robes, richly 


decorated with jewelry and precious gems, and in — 


her arms or upon her knee sits the little juvenile 
God which all this people think has done so much 
for them. Oh, you ought to see, as I have seen, the 
pious devotees gather round this figure of the Vir- 
gin and child and observe how they bow down be- 
fore her, pay their adoration to her, and look up into 
her face 80 beseechingly and imploringly, as though 
they thought she possessed the power to bestow 
upon them perfect happiness and eternal life. 
Never could the old Egyptians have paid more 
devout admiration to their Virgin and child—Isis 
and Horus—than do these deluded people. Egypt is 


doubtless one of the sources whence this Virgin-* 


adoring people obtained the idea of the Virgin-wor- 
ship, and the Egyptian paintings of their madonna— 
Isis and Horus—were brought from Egypt to this 
very city of Rome more than fifteen hundred years 
ago and sold to the people here, by whom they were 
accepted and adopted as their own gods, and from 
those models thousands of copies have been painted 
and engraved. India was also a great source whence 
the idea of Virgin-worship, divine conceptions, etc., 
was obtained. Never was Saravasti more devoutly 
worshiped as the queen of heaven than this Chris- 
tian Virgin; never was Ishtar more regarded as the 
queen of heaven in Chaldea three thousand years 
ago, where the representation of herself and child in 
terra cotta have been found within the last twenty 
years, where they have been buried more than two 
thousand years. Yes, io see the worship bestowed 
here upon the Virgin Mary reminds me very forcibly 
of the worship that was accorded to Isis, Saravasti, 
and Ishtar, and mentally I exclaim, ** Oh, how like 
this is the defunct mythological worship of those 
old and, some of them, obsolete nations ?. I mourn 
that no more advance has been made in the direc- 
tion of truth and reason. 

But once more I beg your pardon for this lengthy 
prelude before giving you some aecount of my trav- 
els and observations for the last few days. But 
arriving here in the “ Eternal City,” the memory of 
the many old gods which once resided here brought 
the conviction firmly upon me that Jahveh now 
makes this his prineipal home, or, in other worde, 
the home of his principal agent or vicegerent, ealled 
Leo thirteen times, who resides here and receives 
directly from divine sources numerous dispatches 
and communications from Jahveh, the Son, and the 
Virgin, to say nothing of the thousand and one 
saints who have been exalted to the dignity of gods, 
and whose statues and paintings I havelooked upon 
by the scores of thousands. I very naturally refer 

o the chauges that have taken place in the god line 


before commencing my letter proper; and as I may 


refer to this god question again in some future let- 
ter, I will leave the gods and tell you about where I 
have been and what I have seen. 

Arona, where I left you last, as I told you, is very 
prettily situated on the shores of Lake Maggiore, 
and contains between three and four thousand in- 
habitants, and some three churches, in which are 
about the usual number of paintings and statues of 
virgins, saints, dying gods, etc. The noticeable 
feature of this town is the mammoth figure in metal 
of a human being standing on a hill in fine view of 
the lake, which was erected in 1697 by the Borremo 
family, St, Carlo Borremo having been born in 
The statue is 66 feet high, and 
stands on a pedestal 40 feet high. By means of a 
ladder and some scrambling one is enabled to climb 
up into this monstrous figure of a man, and rest, if 
he chooses, in its ear or nose. 

On Tuesday I took cars for Milan, or Milano (the 
i being sounded as e), as the Italians call it. The 
ride was a beautiful one of some forty or fifty 
miles, and gave me a fine opportunity for seeing an 
excellent portion of northern Italy, The country is 
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economy. In the distance I saw the mountains of: carriages to run very smoothly and saves a great 


the Tyrol, and at a distance of a hundred miles or 
thereabouts we could plainly see the snow-capped 
mountains of Switzerland. The day was lovely and 
the ride also lovely. A considerable portion of the 
farming land is in meadow, and the system of irri- 
gation.is perfectly adopted, and every few rods I 
saw running through the meadows a small ditch or 


. furrow, ten or twelve inches deep, filled with run- 


ning water. In places I saw againitoo many of the 
useless willows and poplars. It seems to me the 
Italians unduly encumber their fine lands with these 
trees, which suck up the better portions of the soil, 
and shade too much the growing grass and crops. 
The lands seemed perfectly filled with trees all along 
80 as to greatly obstruct the view of a large scope 
of the level country through which we passed. I 
saw apple trees, peach trees, pear trees, and a large 
number of mulberry trees, by which I presume much 
attention is here paid to the silk business, These 
trees I can tolerate and highly approve, but the wil- 
lows and poplars appear to me so utterly worthless 
that I cannot understand why so many thousand of 
them are set out and grown upon such valuable land. 
The tall Lombardy poplar seems to be a great favor- 
ite here, as it was aleo in Switzerland and Germany; 
but I see very little beauty in them. The limbs 
often die, and the tree, when thirty years old or so, 
presents an ill-looking dilapidated appearance. The 
morus multicaulis (mulberry) is a pretty tree, gen- 
erally about the size of an apple tree say twenty-five 
years old, throwing out vigorous, healthy branches. 
The vine is also seen in considerable abundance, and 
is trained on trellises more as in America then as is 
the custom on the Rhine and in Switzerland. I saw 
considerable Indian corn and potatoes, both of which 
are ripe. The potatoes do not grow as large here as 
they do in America, the major part being about the 
size of hens’ eggs, with one occasionally the size of 
& goose’s egg. Squashes are grown in abundance, 
ane seem to be highly prized by the children of 
taly. 

The villages and towns are frequent, but perhaps 
not as much so as in. Belgium, Germany, and Swit- 
zerland. They do not have as cheerful an appear- 
ance as I would like to.see; buildings generally look 
antiquated, the roofs are set too close to the upper 
story windows and the everlasting tiles for roofs do 
not look agreeable to me. I see scarcely any more 
slate roofs ; everything is tile, and the tile in Italy 
has a more clumsy aspect than that which I saw in 
Belgium and Switzerland, I notice there are sev- 
eral patterns and styles for the tile. In France and 
Belgiumit was made of a kind of flat ogee shape, and 
they locked or lapped over each other, just how I 
cannot describe. It was much the same in Ger- 
many and Switzerland, but here they are made in 
half circles, like the section of a stove pipe cut in 
two, lengthwise, only thirty times as thick, and 
always that brick red color. There are two pat- 
terns of tile here, One kind is made in large flat 
plates, say twenty inches long and twelve inches 
wide with a ridge or lip turning up at the sides; 
these are laid side by side, the ends lapping on to 
each other, and the side joints covered with the half 
circle sections, lapping also on to each other. In 
that way the roof is probably tight and will last 
hundreds of years, but it does not look pretty to my 
eye, and a town with a brick top always presented 
to heaven does not look nearly so well as slate, tin, 
or shingles. If I was God and had to look perpet- 
ually down upon them, I know I should tire of the 
brick tops and pass a decree that some other roof 
should be used. The churches with square brick 
towers, with several bells in the belfry, are seen in 
nearly every village. They all believe in chimes. 
The depots or stationes in Italy are large and com- 
modious, more so by half than seems necessary. 
They havea very large room where the travelers 
assemble, and where the ticket offives are, and then 
other large rooms severally for first, second, and 
third class passengers, where they are passed to after 
the tickets are purchased. They can not pass out 
into the open part of the depot, where the cars and 
track are until the proper time comes, when the 
doors are unlocked and directions given as to which 
cars are for which town. Thus the passengers for 
Milan have compartments separate from those for 
the way stations, Enough time is taken after the 
passengers take their places in the coaches to look 
them over, to see that they all have tickets and are 
in the right train and the right car. The waiting 
rooms in the depots are vaulted and capacious, and 
the walls are frequently decorated with fine frescoes, 
presenting battle scenes and historical paintings. It 
helps to while away the tedium of waiting for a 


- train to have numerous fine large paintings to 


Biudy. - 

We reached Milan at nearly 11 a.m, and I had 
several hours to look over a very pretty Italian 
city of near 250,000 inhabitants. It is built upon a 
broad plain; it consists mostly of good stone and 
brick buildings of a dull cream color, and the city is 
kept clean and tidy. The streets are paved with 
cobblestones mainly, with large flat stones at 


deal of the perpetual noise and clatter of the car. 
riage wheels bumping over the cobblestones, I 
think it might with propriety be adopted on Broad- 
way in New York, In streets wide enough, two 
sets of these flat stones are laid down to enable car- 
riages to travel freely both ways. I am sorry to say, 
however, that the beauty of the city is much marred 
by many of its streets being so narrow and irregular, 
like nearly all the continental cities I have visited, 
Sometimes they are mere pass-ways, not more than 
six feet wide with tall buildings of three, four, five, 
and six stories high. They areso close together that 
where the streets run east and west the sun can 
never shine on the pavement. There are no side- 
walks or gutters to such streets, but one level pave- 
ment, and men and women walk in the middle of the 
street. This is the rule in all the narrow streets in 
all the cities I have visited—the pedestrians take the 
middle of the streets, side by side with the donkeys 
and horses. Some of these streets, however, are so 
narrow that no cart or wagon can enter them. I 
have seen some not much more than four feet wide; 
and where they curve-and run in all directions it is 
hard fora stranger to tell where he is or to keep 
the points of the compass in his mind. Milan, how- 
ever, is not so bad for narrow streets as some other 
cities I have visited. It has very large squares, and 
the cross streets are fully five times as far apart 
as with us, and the interior is occupied with private 
courts, gardens, and beautiful grounds. The en- 
trance to these is through ornamental gateways or 
arches through the buildings standing on the street. 
Flowers are largely cultivated in Milan, and nearly 
everything wears a beautiful appearance. Fruits are 
in abundance. Grapes, figs, peaches, apples, pears, 
pomegranates, melons, etc. Here I saw the first 
watermelons I have seen in Europe, and you may 
believe I ate all I wanted. Watermelon never hurts 
me, and I am not afraid to eat a whole one at one 
sitting. Grapes and watermelons would nearly 
serve me for a continuous diet. Many Italian chest- 
nuts are sold in Milan; they are three times as 
large as they grow in our country, but are compara- 
tively tasteless. They boil them and sell them freely 
on the streets. I tried a few soldies worth of them, 
but I thought them inferior to American roasted 
chestnuts. Filberts and walnuts are also abundant, 
the latter like what we call Madeira nuts, but they 
have a bitterish taste now when green, which per- 
haps they lose upon being dried. 

Milan has some very pretty open squares, or 
ptazzas, as the Italians call them. One has a fine 
large stone statue, mammoth size, of Cavour, on a 
large base or pedestal, on which is a large bronze 
female figure, without any clothing on, and whom I 
took to be l'ame, or History, who had just finished 
inscribing in the block on which stood the statesman, 
the name “ Cavour." The design is very pretty and 
the whole is neatly executed. The Italians are not 
excelled in sculpture and painting, and probably not 
equaled. I have proofs of their great skill in this 
line at almost every turn and corner. Mariy, many 
years have been spent in this country in cutting 
marble and other stone into human shapes, into the 
forms of animals, and in covering hundreds of acres 
of canvas with beautiful colors, representing men 
and women, gods, and especially virgins, crucified 
gods and wretched saints, who look as though they 
had not a friend in this world or any other. This is 
unquestionably a better way to spend the time than 
in fighting and killing each other. 

The city appears to be well supplied with canals, 
some of which run through the city. I saw some 
rafts of logs or large poles fit for masts of vessels 
being let through one of the locks, They must have 
come from the Tyrol or from Switzerland. Milan 
was the capital of Lombardy before the Italian 
states were consolidated into one kingdom. The 
part of Italy I entered, and in which is Arona, is 
Piedmont, largely a broken, mountainous country, 
being the fringe or skirts of the Alps. Lombardy is 
very level and a fine farming country. The Tyrol, 
which lies in the northeastern corner of Italy, where 
it joins the Austrian Alps, is also a mountainous 
Alpine country, with deep and delightful valleys. 

The principal object of attraction in Milan is its 
world-famed cathedral, which in many respects sur- 
passes all the cathedrals I have yet visited; and as I 
think you cannot fail to be somewhat interested in 
hearing something about it, I will run the risk of 
becoming tiresome and give you a somewhat full 
description of this very expensive house of God. I 
draw my statements from the official records, a copy 
of which I bought in the cathedral and near the 
altar in the chapel of the Blessed Virgin, so you can 
rely upon the truthfulness of what I tell you. 

This stately edifice is of white marble from the 
celebrated marble quarries near the shores of Lake 
Maggiore, from which point the material was 
brought to Milan by canal, whether cut for the pur- 
pose or not I have not learned, but as the country is 
so level and scarcely a lock required in the entire 
distance the digging of the canal was not attended; 


tion was commenced in the fourteenth century, and 
upon the very spot and in the center of the city once 
occupied by the metropolitan church of the town, 
built in 836, under the title of Santa Maria Maggiore, - 
It is purely Gothic in style, except the front portion, 
which is Grecian. It has been very slow in growth, 
and was not completed till the present century—in 
fact is not completed yet. One spire, I believe, is 
still to be added before the designs of the architects 
will be fully carried out. But it has already cost as 
much as a thousand houses, which any decent, 
reasonable god ought to be satisfied with for his 
worshipers to assemble in to cross themselves with 
holy water, count their beads, repeat their Ave 
Marias, paternosters, and to chant their liturgies, 
The edifice is in the form of the Latin cross, and 
comprises five naves corresponding with the five - 
entrance doors. The length of the main nave is 486 
feet; the total breadth of the five naves, which form 
the lower part of the cross, is 288 feet; the total 
breadth of the cross, including the two side chapels, 
is 351 feet. The hight of the largest nave from 
the pavement to the arched roof is 104 feet; the 
whole hight from the pavement to the vault of the 
cupola is 224 feet; and to the top of the statue of 
the Blessed Virgin, 355 feet. The separation of the 
five naves is effected by fifty-two very large and . 
fluted columns or pillars of marble of a shape almost 
octagonal, or looking, like others I have seen, like a 
cluster of small columns—all alike save the four 
which support the grand cupola, these being twenty 
per cent larger than the others. The hight of the 
columns, including the base and capital, is 160 feet, 
and their diameter eight feet. Besides these there 
are numerous half cdlumns, corresponding to the 
full ones, and these project from the wails which 
form the circumference of the temple. The thick- 
ness of the walls is eight feet. The capitals of the 
columns are worthy of notice, being of different de- . 
signs and each adorned with eight statues; and the 
pointed pediments are enriched with a prodigious 
quantity of arabesques. The interior of the cupola 
is also adorned with sixty statues and bas-reliefs, 
four of which represent the doctors of the church. 

The exterior of this great edifice is sufficient for a 
week’s study, containing, as it does, as decorations 
some three thousand statues, the larger portion 
standing in niches, life-size, or nearly so, while 
others occupy the pinnacles, which shoot up like 
spires all over the roof. The statues on the exterior 
alone are said to have cost 550,000,000 francs, or 
$110,000,000. In the frontis a fine flight of steps - 
of red granite, leading to the five doors, in Roman 
style, and opening into the five naves aforesaid, . 
Over the doors are five large windows of rich stained 
glass, with all the holy figures upon them you can 
imagine, and in far more brilliant colors than those 
same saints arrayed themselves in when they were 
in the body. About 250 statues decorate this mag- 
nificent front, and the fifty-two bas-reliefs, rep- 
resenting events mentioned in the Bible, etc., are 
worthy of attention. The summit of the front is 
adorned with twelve spires, supporting as many 
colossal statues. Four bas-reliefs, divided into 
two rows, adorn the base of the great pillars, 
Commencing on one side, are Tobias and his angel 
on their journey to Rages ; Moses rescued from the 
Nile by Pharaoh’s daughter ; the temptation of the 
godly Joseph by Potiphar's naughty wife; Jacob 
wrestling with Jahveh, or one of his angels; above ` 
is represented alot of saints, which we do not care 
very much about. On the reverse side of the same 
pillars are four more, also bas-reliefa, represent- 
ing the spies returning from the promised land 
with grapes, etc. ; the angel driving our dear first 
parents out of the Garden of Eden, and just because 
they ate an apple; Daniel in the lion's den, where 
the brutes were 80 well fed on young, tender meat 
that they did not care for a poor, tough, dried-up 
old Jew, and Job in his dung-hole. To the right of 
the door is a bas-relief representing God as he 
appeared to Moses in the burning bush. ‘The like- 
nesses of both God and Moses are supposed to be 
very life-like and natural. Over the first entrance, 
on the right, is a representation of Queen Esther 
when she went before Ahasuerus, It is thought that 
Esther conducted herself rather improperly on that 
oceasion. The glory of the angels—which, of 
course, is very glorious—is on the ceiling over the 
door. The sculpture on the pavement of the bal- 
cony represents the anointing of Saul as king of Is- 
rael, But notwithstanding the divine unction, 
Jahveh “went back” on poor Saul and supplanted 
him by a stripling only three feet across the shoul- 
ders, who proved himself not only pretty, good at a 
sling, but a holy murderer and adulterer. The next 
pillar has on its base the vision of Jacob, presuma- 
bly just as Jacob saw it, and Moses striking the 
rock, and the water spurts out magnificently. 
Moses was an excellent man on the strike ; possibly 
it was he who struck Billy Patterson. 

Above the second portal is represented. Judith in 
the act of cutting off the head of Holofernes (brave 
woman was Judith), also more glory of the angels 


with very great expense. The marble, besides many by another artist, and on the cornice is Deborah 


to run upon, I approve of this plan; it causes the | vanni Galleazzo Visconti, a duke of Milan, Its erec- 


suitable distances apart for the wheels of carriages | other gifts, was presented for the purpose by Cho- mune Captain Barack with weapons, Deborah 
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Communications. 


Rational Morality. 


There is no moral law, It is utterly impossible to formu- 
late an ethical law, because as we hav before shown, 
morality, like man, is progressiv, and therefore constantly 
undergoing transformation, The dictionaries giv us no light 
‘on tbis subject. According to Webster, the word ** moral” 
‘ig derived from the Latin mos, moris, which means manner, 
‘gustom, habit, way of life, conduct. This definition, 
though loose and broad, nevertheless corresponds with the 
actual morality of mankind. Conformity to public opinion 
is the practical test of morality as the world goes. In every 
land and in every sge this imperious yoke of custom has 
galled the neck of mcn until they became trained slaves ; 
until a race of slaves b:get their kind and bequeath to hu- 
Manity perpetual serfdom. Webster’s definition does not 
help us in our effort to find the grounds of morality, for 
‘there must be some better test than public opinion. We 
thav only to look back upon the past to discover that public 
opinion hag been on almost all great questions hostil to the 
zight. In all reforms the current sentiments hav been in 

. opposition to improvement, Scarcely any discovery or use- 
ful invention or moral reform hes ever gained the attention 
and indorsement of society except after a battle against 
great odds, The common sentiments of society are, there 
fore, if anything, immoral rather than moral. Society has 
deemed it best to put to death those bent on discoveries, 
‘inventions, improvements, and reform, 

It is true the civilized world is rising above those condi- 
^ions, but progress in this direction is painfully slow. For 
while the trumpets of church and state proclaim the rights 
of free citizanship aud free conscience, yet they are in a 
large measure empty blasts. Freedom of conscience -means 
nothing if it does not guarantee one the right to think in 
opposition to public opinion, and the still further right to 
express his views publicly. : 

Some years ago, while the writer was yet in the meshes 
sndjgall of priestcraft, his common sense was deeply im- 
pressed by reading in Emerson lines like these : 


* The virtue in most request is conformity. Self-reliance 
38 its aversion. It loves not realities and creators, but 
mames and customs. Whoso would be a man must bea 
nonconformist.” 

But the great evil is we are born slaves; and all social 
influences, apart from science and Liberalism, tend to keep 
us in the line of our inheritance, The dissemination of 
knowledge is the hope of the world, and the free press is 
the corner-stone of the temple of liberty. Society falls into 
manners and customs, and refuses to be disturbed. It is 
enough to know that our fathers did thus and so, and why 
should not we do the same ? 

Zaccheus, he 

Did climb a tree 

His Lord to see, 

And why shouldn’t we ? 


"When we look back and see that our forefathers believed 
jg slavery, polygamy, witchcraft, and many other equally 
bar barous and unreasonable things, Zaccheus' course seems 
worth Y of emulation. 

It ie a trath which obtaing universal assent that the race 
has been 1°00D the upward march from the past to the pres- 
ent, Everyp'ody admits that progress has been the order of 
the day, the or. Vet of the centuries, but ninety-nine out of a 
hundred stop rig ut there. If the present and future are 
contemplated it is not with any conception of or sympathy 
with progress, “It 13 best to let good enough alone.” 
Even slaves thought their condition good enough if their 
master was kind, and women think their state of subjection 
to man ia al! right if he will only accord them certain 
privileges. 

To improve the condition of the humble, the noblest work 
of man, it is necessary constantly to break out of the com- 
mon usages.of society, by presenting higher truths and 
better conditions or possible attainment. Conservatism is 
fossilizing, progress is vitalizing. Nothing is so important 
to morality as growth or development. But the common 
motions which are just the opposit of this assumes that 
morality is a well-defined and fixed thing, and hence the 
attempt to manufacture morality by precepts and prayers. 
Man must be free before he can be moral. Tt is only on 
the grounds of his intelligence and freedom that he can be 
made responsible for his conduct. The moment you 
attempt to manufacture a moral nature by forcing it with 
‘authority, that moment the moral nature is overthrown. 
‘Morality can liv only in the sunshine of individual freedom. 

If society forms certain rules or customs for the govern. 
ment of man’s actions, and he follows them, his. conduct 
cannot be ssid to be moral He must hav the liberty of 

choosing, he must hav the responsibility of deciding, he 
must feel the sense of duty, and act out his own convictions 
of right. Everywhere you enter a church, nothing so much 
ámpresses you a8 the formality of the service. It ia but lip 
Service; and the reason is because the individual has no 
opportunity to act according to his own nature. He isa 
mere puppet, acting as he isacted upon. To be true, man 
must act from motiva prompted by his own manhood. 

It will be far better for him to do wrong by acting accord- 
ing to his own judgment than formally to do the right thing 
by blindly followisg the dictation and domination of an- 

other. Morality is at war with the Commandments, 
They are but little else than a mental lash to whip the mind 
nto obedience without instructing it. He who givs a shil- 
ling in ihe name of charity, because he is eommanded to be 
charitable, pn y givs sixpence, His deed loses half ita vir- 
„tue in our eyez when we learn that it was not spontaneous, 
but largely mechaniesl and formal, iie probably would 
zhav given nothing if he had not been commanded, 


The person who goes through religious exercises not be-|and to inspire independence of life. 


cause he has any liking for them, but because he is 
oppressed with an uucomfortable feeling that he ought to 
do so, does not act from moral motivs, He may pray be- 
cause he fancies God commands him to pray, and this may 
pass for religious worship, but it is destitute of moral motiv. 
It is mechanical action, and reminds one of the weathervane 
on the steeple, which points the way the wind blows, not 
because it knows anything about the wind or cares anything 
about it, but simply points as it is forced to point. And 
when religion has depended upon its positiv laws or còm- 
maudments it has succeeded in evolving a very religious but 
very immoral people. 

Formality is death to individuality, progress, snd man- 
hood. ‘fhe Mohammedan prays morning, noon, and night, 
not because his noblest thought and purest love prompt him 
to such repetitions, but because of imperious customs and 
inherited tendencies, which constrain him to perform this 
religious duty, He is moved by his fears and superstition 
rather than from any enlightened convictions, If Christians 
do not as formally pray three times, it is because they prac- 
tically look upon prayer as an abraded superstition. We 
don’t believe half as much ag our fathers did, because we 
know twice as much as they kaew, Education is becoming 
of a broader type. Sactarianism is a contemptible and des- 
picable spirit, which science and liberty are holding up to 
the scorn of the world, 

We are entering upon a now ers. It may fitly be termed 
the age of man, as the split of the nineteenth century ia 
emphatically best upon establishing the rights of man. In- 
dividual sovereignty is the nervous force which furnishes 
agitation on all social questions to-day. It may indeed be 
yet in a crude form and disp'ay itself to great disadvantage 
at times, but the people are no longer content and willing 
to submit to tLe powers that be. 

Not many years ego the workmen upon railroad trains in 
Egypt got up steam by burning mummies. Shocking as 
this may seem, yet kings and priests hav used living men 
to further their own enda by having them slaughter each 
other by the thousands. 

To-day the people are getting their eyes opan to the giant 
wrongs heaped upon them in the past; and if all signs do 
not fail we are now on the threshold of a new epoch in the 
world’s history. The moral tone of society advanced 
enough to create a desire for greater freedom among the 
lower classes. Manufactured morality no longer passes for 
the genuin metal; it is only a galvanized imitation, The 
people wish now to rise and explain, Society has said, 
“Keep your seats, gentlemen, aud we will make it all 
right," But common sense is the trump, and the people 
before long will show the caitiff lords that they hav a full 
hand, 

In the present political excitement we are humiliated at 
the ‘sight and potency of political corruption. The patriot 
loses his enthusiasm in beholding such general and system- 
atic bribery aud buying of offices, Where will it end ? 
Surely there are rocks ahead, unless manhood can be devel- 
oped sufficiently to raise us above superstition and political 
decay. Aud this can be accomplished only by the cultiva- 
tion of true morality. I hav spoken of manufactured mo- 
rality, and referred to the Commandments as tending to 
produce formal obedience devoid of moral sentiments, And 
this notion is not yet extinct. Apropos to this, Mr. Spencer 
observes : i l - 


“Not afew modern thinkers hold that there is no other 
origin for good or bad in conduct than law. And this im- 
plies the belief that moral obligation originates with acts of 
parliament, and can be changed this way or that by major- 
ities, They ridicule the idea that men hav any natural 
rights, and allege that rights are wholly the result of con- 
vention, the necessary implication being that duties are 
80 too,” 


People generally hav but little apprehension of righta 
other than those conferred by the legislativ bodies of the 
land. Ages of servitude to the strong arm of the law breed 
in men tame submission. 

The diffusion of knowledge is enabling the masses to see 
the foundations upon which the superstructure of thrones 
and temples are built. "We are just beginning to demand 
that laws shall be just before we promis to obey them. 
* But who are to judge of the righteousness of the laws of 
the land?" Every man must in many cases decide that 
question for himself, and take the consequences, It is true 
man has always had this privilege, but has never, or hardly 
ever, had the courage to defy the law, The law-makers 
were head-breakers to all who called in question their wis- 
dom or authority, and hence the martyrs were few. 

It is futil to say that people generally are not prepared for 
freedom, because it ia only through the uses of freedom that 
they can ever become qualified for its highest and happiest 
applications and results. He who would learn to swim 


must plunge into the water, and yet he is in danger of being 
drowned. It is as unreasonable to ask man to prepare him- 


self for individual liberty while a slave tò tradition and 
custom as to ask him to learn to swim and insist, ‘‘ But 
don’t go near the water.” All great institutions owe their 
strength and guthority to the submission of the people. 
All prominent institutions demand a tame constituency 
respecting the radical questions of human rights. Rulers 
rule because they hav the power to rule, and it is a delusion 
to think that law-makers make laws for the welfare of 
society. Those who make laws and those who administer 
them are not troubled about ethical principles, but foist 
their government upon the people and enact laws to suit 
themselys because might makes right. We need fully to 


appreciate this hefore we can properly estimate the virtue 


and functions of Jaw. Even our institutions of learning are 
not free from settled and systematic hostility to the higher 
morality. The study of pagan elassies and Christian tradi- 
tions does not tend spontancously to awaken new thought 


Ths colleges and 
universities discount individuality. . 

We are apt to hav too great a respect for law, and to 
thoughtlessly accept as law enactments which are aimed at 
the very citadel of liberty, Law must be founded on jus-. 
tice, and when it is not, itis an outrage of human rights, 
If the people stupidly submit to fugitiv slave bills and 
Comstock laws, the rulers will execute them with a ven- 
geance and enact more, and execute them in like manner, 
all for the good of the cause, and the welfare of the ‘dear 
people.” But it should never be forgotten that rulers, like 
the leech, are crying for more. Mr, Mill notices this pecul- 
iarity of despotism in his little book on liberty. He saya: 


* Apart from the peculiar tenets of individual thinkers, 
there is also in the world at largs au increasing inclination 
to stretch unduly the powers of society over the individual, 
both by force of opinion and even by that of legislation ; 
and as the tendency of all the changes in the world is to. 
strengthen society and diminish the power of the individual, 
this encroachment is not one of the evila which [tend spon- 
taneously to disappear, but, ou the contrary, to grow more 
and more formidable. The disposition, whether as rulers 
or as fellow-citizens, to impose their owa opinions and iu- 
clinations as a rule of conduct on others is so energetically 
supported by some of the best and by some of the worst 
feelings incident to human nature that it is hardly ever 
kept under restraint by anything but want of power, and as 
the power is not declining, but growing, unless a stronger 
barrier of moral conviction can be raised against the mis- 
chief, we must expect in the present circumstances of the 
world to see it increase.” 


This encroachment upon human rights is not of doubful 
origin. Religion is avowedly opposed to human nature as 
being totally depraved, and to human reason as ‘ carnal 
reason." M. Guizot, an eminent Christian writer, freely 
admits that the church has always been hostil to the liber- 
ties of the people in general and to the liberties of the indi- 
vidual in particular. Here is what he says: 

‘* But when the question of political securities came into 
debate between power and liberty; when any step was 
taken to establish a system of permanent institutions, which 
might effectually protect liberty from the invasions of 


power in general, the church has always ranged herself on 
the side of despotism.” i 


This then has been and is to-day the attitude of the 
church toward the vested rights of man. Now let us see 
from the same author how it treated man's personal 
freedom. 

“All religion is a restraint, authority a government, It - 
comes in the name of a divine law, to subdue, to mortify 
human nature. It is then to human liberty that it directly 
opposes itself. It is human nature that resists it, and that 
it wishes to overcome. . . . It is necessary that man 
should submit, hut it must be willingly and freely, aud that 
he still preserve his liberty in the midst of this submis- 
sion,” 


What sort of liberty is that which may be preserved in 
aubmission ? The liberty first, to pay tithes, that fat priests 
may consult oracles respecting the kingdom come ; liberty 
to believe as truth and fact creeds and Bibles filled with 
fables, myths, dreams, visions, miracles, immaculate con- 
ceptions, and marvelous resurrections and airy ascensions ; 
liberty to hav faith in all the priest may teach, but no lib- 
erty to listen to the teachings of ungodly science ; liberty to 
work hard at starvation prices and never know of any 
greater freedom than to work, suffer, and die. 

He has no liberty to become an investigator, unless he is 
willing to risk torture, exile, and death. -If it is necessary 
that the masses be kept under tutelage, if they must hav 
opinions and beliefs ready-made, let it be go, the evil con- 
sists not in doling out milk to children but in withholding 
meat from men. Christianity by its dogmas recognizes but 
one rule of conduct, which is the same for all, namely, 
obedience to and faith in the church. It is the method of 
the Procrustean bed—a mechanical or machine morality, a 
mold in which all persons must be fashioned alike, 

The church makes no effort to cause ils members to think 
freely in the pursuit of truth. There is not the first incen- 
tiv in Christianity to lead mankind to think for them- 
selvs, but a spirit the very opposit teaches them to find 
liberty in submission. Aud many do find all the liberty 
they want within the limits of their creed. 8» does the 
bird in the cage sing as sweetly as if upon the wing, 
especially if it has been kept in a cage all its life. But 
itis hardly so with the blrd accustomed to a life of un- 
restrained freedom—it pines in confinement. One thing 
is certain in case of both birds and men, that once they 
hav escaped their creeda and cages, they never go back to 
them, : 

The whole tendency of religion and society is to superin- 
tend the details of individual life, as the parent controla the 
conduct of the child. This kind of meddlesomeness has 
kept the race in infancy. And because they are mere chil- 
dren in intellect, the masses are kept in poverty, ignorance, 
and slavery. i 

"The pivotal question is, “How far may the individual 
act according to his own choice, and at what point may - 
society or the ‘consensus of the competent’ restrict his 
actions?” Where is the limit? Where is the boundary 
line between the authority of society and the sovereignty of 
the individual ? 

Mr. Mill observes that '*the principle of individual lib- 
erty is that the sole end for which mankind are warranted 
individually or collectivly in interfering with the liberty of 
action of any of their number is self-protection." And 
again he defines it as, ‘‘The only freedom which deserves 
the name is that of. pursuing our own good in our own way, 
ao long as we dò not attempt to deprive others or impede 
their efforts to obtain it.” z i . 

. Mr. Spencer givs subtantially the same definition ; 
f: Every man has freedom to do all that he wills, provided 
he infringes not the equal freedom of any other màn." 


W. & Bara, 


- i | l | . The Truth Seeker, November 6, 1880. 


Letters from Sriends. 


Monzsro, Car., Sept. 20. 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH BEEKEB, Dear Sir: Your toble advocate 
0? truth, justice, and equity comes to time every week full 
of adversity of opinions on the all-absorbing questions of 
politics and religion. Well, as I haven't had my say on the 
m of politics, as the old lady Partington would say, 1 
will offer a few thoughts touching the great questions 'at 
issue before the American people. What: the people want 
as the main essential to prosperity is low taxation and good 
government, 

Now the first question for solution is, then, which of the 
contending parties, in the estimation of the voter, will carry 
out the desires and interests of the people ? Now the fact 
is, in my humble opinion, that the politicians on both sides 
care but very little how much the people suffer, if they (the 
politicians) succeed in filling their own coffers with iil and 
other gains pilfered from the pockets of their mastérs (80 
called), but in reality slaves. We are supposed to be a rep- 
resentativ government, but the very assertion is a lie in real- 
ity ; even if you get the object of your choice for political 
position, you are liable to be ignored in full or part by the 
hypocrit that you helped to elevate to power and profit. 

As to any difference in the swindling propensities of the 
two parties, Republican and Democrat, I think it one-half 
dozen of one and six of the other. But aside from these 
facts, there is a gigantic question to be considered, A large 
number of the so-called Democratic party were anti-Demo- 
crats previous to the conspiracy aimed at our nation’s life, 
or a complete subjugation of the free states to the interests 
of the slave power, or for the’ establishment of a slave oli- 
garchv, When the secession party undertook to dissolve 
the Union they ignored every principle of Jacksonian 
Democracy, Now behold this same element moving heaven 
and earth to obtain possession of the very government they 
tried a few years ago to destroy. Of course the pretended 
love for Hancock (according to their own declarations) is 
only skin deep. A people disposed to sanction the cold- 
blooded murder of John Wathers and hundreds of others, 
from time to time, are not worthy of taking possession of 
the government. Just so long asa man from any state in 
the Union cannot be allowed to express his honest opinion 
upon the subject of politics and religion, just so long such 
people should not be allowed any privileges of an American 
citizen. The bitter feelings engendered by the war of 

‘course hav been suppressed, but not destroyed and obliter- 
ated, and the people of the South are standing in their own 
light when they allow a contemptible mob to suppress free- 
dom of speech and abuse American citizens coming from 
other states of the Union. Such conduct will be met by all 
lovers of their country ss an evidence that the people are 
not worthy of any control of the government, Hancock, 
standing alone, without any influence of the bulldozers 
and ballot-box stuffera, might do very well he reign of 
terror existing in the South precludes all hope of har- 
mony and peace among the people of the two sections of 
our common country, State movements are already made 
to the effect that if Hancock is elected the Southern bull- 
‘dozers will be allowed certain privileges that other people 
will not be allowed. 

This question of politics being introduced in Tak TRoTR 
SEEKER, lam fearfu), will hav a bad tendency among our 
Liberal friends. It is impossible to show up all the reasons 
why the so-called Democratic party should not be supported 
by all-Liberals, as has been suggested by some writer in THE 
Trura SEEKER. It is supposed that every man who is in pos- 
session of sound reasoning faculties ought to stand upon his 
own individuality-aud risk his own judgment as to which 
party will be the safest to administer the government for the 
next four years. I fully corroborate the statement of your 
San Jose correspondent in THE TRUTH SEEKER of Sept. 
Ath, page 572, Of course every man will vote according to 
the dictates of his.own convictions, In & previous letter I 
advocated the nomination of our own candidates, but as I 
hav not heard trom or seen any account of my proposition, 
I presume it was considered unworthy of recognition. 

Our League held forth last Sunday at Rogers Hall, I 
am happy to say that one of our Christian friends had the 
moral courage to come before us and advocate the faith that 
wasin him. Of course our friend was completely demol- 
ished by Col. John R, Kelso and others, but the League 
congratulated and thanked Bro. Henderson for courage dis- 
played. Yours for success and justice, C. O. LuTHER. 


FARMINGTON, Uran, Oct. 18, 1880. 
- Mr. EDITOR : Feeling that this is somewhat of a critical 
moment so far as the life and well-being of the National 
Liberal League is concerned, and a time when we should 
know our strength so that the weak-kneed may be strength- 
ened and the wavering decided, I, ai one, wish to make 
known through the columns of THE TRUTH SEEKER the 
stand I take with regard to the outcom» of the Fourth Con- 
gress of the N. L. L., held at Chicago, and for thia purpose 
send you a circular lately received fro a our old friend, H. 
L. Green, and my answer to the same, and would suggest 
that the League in general, and all who feel an interest in 
the future continuance and success in the old League, would 
manifest the same by forwarding to Tsk TRUTH SEEKER, 
Investigator, or some other paper kaving general circulation 
an expression of their views and wishes upon the subject. 
I would like to state that I send the circular and answer out 
ofjno ill will to our late chairman of the Executiv Committee, 
but-because I feel it a duty in the interest of the League so 
to do. Before closing I wish to say that the members of 
: the Liberal League of Utah indorse the views I take in my 
answer to H, L. Green. Yours, WALTER WALKER, 
Sec. L. L. of Utah. 


[The cireular having been printed in T. S. of the 16th, we 
omit.it here, —Ep. T. 8.] 
[Copy of Letter sent to H. L. Green.) 
H. L. GREEN, EsQ., Dear Friend: I am really sorry that 
' any misunderatanding should hav occurred at the Chicago 
Convention to make it seem necessary to any one having the 
object of its organization at heart to separate or draw off 
from the main body, and more still while I fail to see it nec- 
essary myself, as judging from the report in THE TRUTH 
BERKER, I must confess my mind to be that there was not 
such a cause, Iam more particularly sorry when such val- 
iant men, among whom I esteem yourself equal to any of 
them, should deem it necessary to be found among the 
seceders, 1am no friend to Freelovism or obscenity, as all 
. would be willing to attest, and yet I fail to see wherein the 
Nations] Liberal League at the Chicago Convention com- 
mitted itself to either party. I do sincerely wish to be 
respectable in: fact, while I am not so tenacious as to what 
others may think of me from the fact. that while we ehoose 
to be antichristian or unorthodox we cannot obtain the 


character of respectability, try for it however hard we may. 


For me it is enough that I feel I am in the right. “ United 
we stand, divided we fall," is an old but true motto. 


Of course from the foregoing you can infer my answers ! 


to your circular, but my mind is never so made up that I 
cannot change my course if good reasons can be obtained 
for me to do so. In the mean time I feel assured that what- 
ever course you may take, it will be intended for the best 
good, and I can easily wish you good speed in your move- 
ments, I would be mach pleased to receive more light from 
you if you are able to giv it, aod in any event I would like 
to keep up a correspondence with you, feeling assured that 
though our convictions may be different our objects, aspira- 
tions, and ambitions wil! be the same. 
Your friend and well-wisher, WALTER WALKER. 
WILLAMETTE VALLEY, OR., May 10, 1880. 

To THE EDITOR or Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Again 
I take the liberty to pen you a fearless expression of my 
honest opinions from and partially about this gospel-suffer- 
ing country. Tam TRUTH BEEKER is one of the few hon- 
est organs we dare to confide in; our Oregon press is 
either too cowardly or not independent enough to publish 
the most distant allusions to the depravity of the Christian 
chureh and her leading ‘‘ white-necktied " and *'black- 
gown wearers,” written for their columns by those who are 
too independent to become the tools of the clergy, and 
honest and courageous enough to tel them so. Many 
excellent people even think that such subjects are better 
‘let alone," but I cannot concur with their view. It is 
these delusions that keep the masses in the mud, that rivet 
the chains which enslave them, and induce them to remain 
prostrate at the foot of oppression and misrule, Priestcraft 
enslaves intellect, renders it weak, bending, and credulous, 
and while thus fettered, priests and a few more bask in the 
sunshine of splendor and power, while the industrious 
many remain neglected in misery, toil, and despair. 

As long as such sentiments as the Bible produces on the 
mind of our Christian flock find currency and are esteemed 
as the ne plus ultra of moral worth, our morality will remain 
as hitherto a system of *' organized hypocrisy,” an unblush- 
ing caricature of all that ig virtuous, noble, generous, and 
faithful. The Christians ought to blush when they look at 
the simple excellences.of people who can afford to be 
moral without tne spurs of heaven or hell. 

Tantum religio potuit suadere malorum. 

It would be time for those bragging asses (the Christian 
clergy) to cease fulminating from the pulpits their atrocious 
ealumnies against men like Ingersoll, Underwood, D. M. 
Bennett, and even Franklin and Jefferson, because the Infi- 
del'a position is substantiated by having shown the reductio 
ad absurdum to which the reasoning of the theologian infal- 
libly tends : 

Strike them to the root, and the glorious age willl dawn upon 


us, 
And from the lips of truth one mighty breath 
Shall, like a whirlwind, scatter in its breeze 
That whole dark pile of human mookeries. 
The time hes arrived to stop up the mouths of the lying 
priests and parsons. If God, when he dabbed up mau, had 
clapped a bell or clicker within him which should hav 


given the alarm whenever he told a lie, he would hav 
&voided much crime and misery in the world ; there would 


hav been but little waut of law and gospel. 


We hav, after all, good reason to congratulate ourselvs 
because the glorious age of liberty has commenced dawning 
upon us ; even clergymen who obtained the highest culture 


cannot meet any more with success the investigations of the 
champions of Freethought. Too strong for them are such 
men as Strauss, Ronan, Spencer, Darwin, Huxley, Lewes, 
Humboldt, and Tyndall. 

There are, no doubt, thousands of sincere Christians who 
try to do good. I am acquainted with many people, espe- 
cially ladies, of this vicinity, whose only aim is to liv a 
morallife and to do right; but as there is an exception to 
every rule, this can be said only of & very limited number 
of Christiana. Aud how otherwise could it be if we con- 
sider the immorality of the book they call the word of God. 
Can, for instance, Ezek. xxiii be considered moral teach- 
ing to young ladies ? Does or did an intellient Infidel ever 
take such words as we find in verse 20 of that chapter on 
his lips? Yet they are commanded to make the Bible 
their chief literature. Nay, they are even obliged to be- 
lieve in it or be damned. The spouses of the Christian 
pastors seem to be strong believers, especially in such allow- 
ances as Jacob took with the female servants of his house, 
through the urging of his two wives, or they would not 
consent to the lusty orgies their husbands are so very apt in 
celebrating, or does what we read, Lev. xv, ‘‘ I say unto you 
that joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth," 
etc., ralse the morality of man ? The cry of the priesthood 
is, ** Whatever is is right," consequently there »8 nothing 
wrong, and when a convict swings off in fine style from the 
drop, and they are assured by the Rev. Mr. Deddledum that 
after they hav repented of their sins, and hav received abso- 
lution from his soiled hands, they will mount up to the 
region of bliss, I say, with Peter Pindar, therefore, 

Repent, then, all ye rogues, you'll be forgiven, 

And giy the saints a holiday in heaven. 
Or, I ask, can Christians be expected to keep peace with 
their neighbors and enjoy the real happiness of life’s true 
friendship ? Don’t Luke xii make Jesus say, “I am come to 
send fire on the esrth [very much like a benevolent deity], 
suppose ye that Í am come to giv peace ? I tell ye nay, but 
rather division. The father shall be divided against the 
son, the mother against the daughter?” etc, Could Beelzebub 
hav ever said anyihing worse? Well, history shows priests 
made good use of that. 

What are the chief mottoes of our Christian world ? The 
bamboozled Christian's cry is, ** Gin and Jesus,” The upper 
class, the bamboozler's cry is, ‘‘ Let the church alone." 
While L shali add, *' Si populus vult deripi, deripiatur. 

What is the true spirit of holy Caristian religion ? Bring 
all, you cannot bring too much. I shall let John Wesley, 
that ereat light of American Methodism, speak: “ You who 
hav $200 a year, and spend but $100, do you giv God the 
other $100? If not, you rob him of just so much. Oh, 
leave nothing behind you. Send all ycu hav before you go 
into a better world; send it, lend it all unto the Lord, and 
it shall be paid you again. Haste, haste, my brethren,” etc. 

Protestants are very apt to blame the Catholics for pacity- 
ing their angry God through money donations. Well, I 
think our Methodists, according to Wesley’s command, had 
better not say any more. Is not the mighty dollar ‘‘the 
real God” Christians worship ? Who has ever seen a Chris- 
tian who would part with his last dollar to benefit his neigh- 
bor? The real philanthropist can only be found among 
Infidels. Thomas Paine is a specimen. How can Chris- 
tians be expected to deal fair even in business transactions; 
are they not taught an arithmetic which defies all honesty ? 
*' One is three,” and ‘‘ three but one." It is always “‘ one is 
hree" with them when they receive, and ‘‘ three but one’ 

Y 


a 


when paying out. Money, if it is not the God they wor- 
ship, it is at least their devil; aud even when down on their 
knees praying, they cast only ‘‘ one eye" to God, lamenting 
moral evil, the other eye winking down upon the devil; one 
voice to heaven, “‘To-God my heart incline," and one in 
whispers, *' Satan, I am thine.” The majority of our mod- 
ern apostolic race will sigh for heaven, while in mammon: 
their real God they see. 

Who has ever seen one of God’s Christian pillars whe 
would divide his last garment with the poor? One of my 
nearest neighbors, one of those praying, namby-pamby apos- 
tles, ia a fiae specimen of such Chriettan liberality, Not. 
only too avaricious to use a piece of his stored-up mammon 
for clothiag himself with decently; nay, his better half has 
to take advantage of her stern lord by playing him the low- 
est kind of tricks before he will buy her her yearly calico 
dress, Wehav her own word for it. His children prove: 
that an apple never falls far from th» trunk. 

The only exception some will make is to assist the army: 
of missionaries in doing nothing. To Asia and Africa they’ 
will send their money, with the belief that their missiona-. 
ries will tell those heathens something new. They are too 
ignorant to know that those heathens read tha Christians" 
Bible years before any Christians ever put their eyes on it, 
and that in origina}, f 

Only a few weeks ago, a couple of spinsters of Philo. 
math, Benton county, who hav no other show left than to 
become the brides of Jesus, were elected the chief mag- 
istrates of a female missionary-supportiug society, themselva 
deceived through their holy fathers, and announced before 
the assembled club, that 120,000,000 Buddhists had become 
converted to Christianity ali in oae day. 120,000,000 Buddh- 
ists converted to Christianity! These very Buddhists 
are apt to tell our missionaries at evary meeting that they: 
knew long before Christ's time what it meant to hav a God: 
to cohabit with a woman, hav a son—God number two—.- 
born, and hav him nailed to a cross, 

Mr. Elitor, I am glad to see so many ladies among THE: 
TRUTH SEEKER'S Correspondents; a good proof that they: 
hav found out that there is nothing to expect from the ba- 
lievers in Paul; the Infidel is the only true friend they hav; 
the Infidel is the man who believs in providing, making 
home happy, and giviog them their rights. Christians are 
not very gallant, or they would hav made a female god, 
and given the old Jehovah of the Jews a spouse; but that 
would hav given women too much right, the male alone had. 
to stay the real image of God : 


Formed like hia maker ! who could then suppose 
To hide the workmanship, he'd want some clothes? 

It would be better also for our Christians not to say any 
more about the sacrifice the believers in other religions hav 
brought, or are bringing yet, either for pacifying their 
augry God or to tickle his smeller. Didn't they, after they: 
had made a God, sacrifice him ? Nothing buta God wouldi 
do the Christíaus, while others were satisfied to honor their 
Jehovah with the sacrifice of an animal or crops from the 
field. Yes; even worse! They slaughtered their God, not 
to honor their other, older God, alone, nay ; they did it to 
honor their devil also. Hav they pacified their devil? J 
notice that Mr. Devil is the chief reaper yet; old Jog 1s far 
ahead, and leaves to his old companion, God the Fixat, por- 
haps, nothing but a few innocent babes: 


ZEsop's heathen had a God and beat him, 
Eulightened Ohristians make a God and eat him, 


Can mankind think of anything more barbarous? To 
pass Jesus at least once the year through their bowels is. 
considered absolutely necessary ; without such caunibal. 
food they would never enter heaven, Good Friday, espe-- 
cially, is the favorit day of the Protestants to feast on the: 
appara of their God. I suppose they prefer him warm and 

eeding. 

Before closing I must refer yet to a twaddle two holy 
Bible-grubbers held here lately. While one couldn't see 
how & Christian could concur with the first commaudment, 
the other thought it absolutely necessary for a Oüristian to 
believe in it. While one placed the kingdom in heaven, 
the other was bound to hav it on earth. Strange that such 
ditforences should be between tweedle-dum and tweedle- 

ee. ` 

May we not say also : 

"TIs strange such hellish wrath should rise 
"Twixt heavenly saints of kingdom come; 
While one gang hocus-pocus cries, 
The other bawls for fee faw fum. 

That ignorance and error are found in all thess gs¢tg tg 
self-evident; the testimony of each against all the others ig 
to this effect ; the fact of their divisions and confticts puts 
their errors beyond all doubt. 

The Bible says : God has forseen and foreordained what- 
ever comes to pass. Then God has ordained that I should 
not believe in that book ; and I must say, I feel extremely 
happy by it. Vox Populi voz Dei. FrrZNER. 

HONOLULU, SANDWIOH ISLANDS, Sept. 13, 1880, 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I wil write you a few lines 
relating to the inhabitants, religion, etc., of these islands. 
The nativa number about one-half, and are fast dying out. 
W herever the white men settle in any considerable numbers 
the nativa disappear. Itissoin India, Australia, and New 
Zealand. The reasons given for the disappearance of the 
nativa here are that the foreigners hav brought contagious. 
digeases among them, and introduced certain customs which 
hav a tendency to prevent offapring. The inhabitants are 
indolent and inoffensiv generally. The Chinese are here in 
strong force, and will probably overrun the country in a few: 
years more, 

No part of the world is superior to these islands for the 
cultivation of sugar cane, and there is still room for those 
to engage in this business here who hav got some money to 
invest, 

The inhabitants are engaged chiefly in raising live stock, 
cultivating sugar cave, and commerce. Silver is the only 
money I hav seen in circulation since I came here. No 
doubt the missionaries hav done considerable in civilizing 
the native, but some of their doings here are questionable. 

Are the poor people in America who sent ciothing here 
for free distribution aware that the missionaries set a prios 
uponit? Are they aware that many of the missionaries 
hav become wealthy and left the ministry ? One missionary 
in Hawaii has an income of two hundred doilars per day. 
They appreciate the almighty dollar as well aa the saving of 
souls. Yours respectfully, LYMAN SMITH, 


‘t Mx fourteen-year-old daughter sent and got ‘John’s 
Way,’ with which she is delighted. Its good reading.” 
—J. M. Croake, Johnstown, Ill. i 


“Tam much pleased with ‘John’s Way.’ It is a pity 
more people hav not a good way of their own and backs. 
bone enough to stick to it” —Eliza B, Burana, ' 


H 


She xu Seeker, 


November 6, 1880. 


Letters from Friends. 


REJOINDER TO CHARL EB E. TOWNEEND AND E. W, ALLEN 


Waconpa, Kan., Oct. 6, 1880. 


GENTLEMEN: There certainly is no greater difficulty than 
answering to a “no answer,” and so 1 shall not attempt it. 
Mr. Allen ssys in trying to solve my question, '' Can there 
be a first without a second, and can there be a second cause 
for the ssme thing. Let the immortal] mind of man soar 
aloft above the sublunary things of time, brought forth by 
invisible power in the ethereai regions of endless space, as 
insects germinate in the element cf water according to the 
ever-immutable, self-existent, mathematical, chemical laws 


of science, God inherent in the constitution of nature.” 


Now, friend Allen, did I say one word about the immortal 
raind of man either to soar aloft or delve into the earth or 

, anywhere else or about insects germinating in water accord- 
ing to law, or no law, or God inherent in the constitution of 
nature? Suppose he is, what of it; does he answer the 


question ? Oc what of mathematical, chemical Jaws of 
science, does this jargon answer the question? 


You say it must be considered that there is no such thing 


as nothing. Well, who said there was, and that as visible 
things come from invisible substance in endless space. 
‘Well, jast prove that; and if you do, then it has nothing to 
do witn the question. Then comes a lot of lingo about end- 
leas space, which is the original, great first, activ, effectiv 
cause, Well, just prove that. But then it don't touch the 
question any more than so much Choctaw or Bengalese. 
Here you say, to sum up the argument in as few words as 
possible, the firat great cause of all causes is force or power, 
which ia the cause of all action. 

+ Here comes the expression ''first cause” again with 
out any effort to prove tbat there can be a first cause, simply 
because there can be no first where thers is no second. Then 
this progress from nature up to nature's God, as written in 
the second Psalm. Well, what has nature, nature's God, or 
the second Psalm to do with it. Ihav said ye are gods and 
all of you are children of the Most High. Well, what of it, 
if we are gods, that don't solve the problem; and the chil- 
dren of the Most High don't do it either, destined to hav 
dominion over all the creature of Father Science, God, and 
Mother Nature, tbe great contingent cause from whence 
contivgent causes flow, : 

Now, in all candor, let me ask once more what all this 
hifallutiog, Methodisticul, borrowed lingo has to do with 
the question Can there be a first without a second, and 
can there be a second cause for the same thing. Now, 
friends Allen and Townsend, allow me to tell you how not 
to do it. Hold up your hand with four fingers on it, look to 
the first, and why first? Just because there are three others. 
Remove the second, third, and fourth, and hav you a first 
finger? I think you hav a finger only or one finger. Conse- 
quently to say a first where there is no second is fallacious. 
So you see if you could prove a first cause you must prove 
a second, and since we cannot comprehend a second cause 
for the same thing we cannot comprehend a first either, aud 
when speaking ot causes there is no first, and your five 
verses of poetry in conclusion are just so many evidences that 
you know first rate how not to du it, But if you like it best 
to say first cause, and call that cause God, I cannot object, 

. for you hav as much right to a plurality of gods ss to any 
other thing or idea, But don’t be surprised if others con-, 
sider it 80 and treat you accordingly. For myself, I always 

.gay there is a cause, but sometimes fail to discover it. 
G. W. Ogapman, M.D. 


WoonDHUuLL, ILL., Oct. 28, 1880, 

To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Though I 
am not & member of any Liberal League, yet I wish to be 
heard through THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

F:0m observation I supposed the National Liberal League 
was got up for a purpose. Not for a lifeless, inactiv organ- 
ization, 8 name without substance, but that its purpose was 
to unite the anti element of church and state into action to 
prevent the church from encroaching upon the constitu- 
tional rights of those who are not in sympathy with its 
dogmas by enacting laws and executing them in a partial 
manner. If this is not the object of Liberal Leagues, what 
are they for? and the idea that sll who are worthy to be 
members (not tag-rag and bobtail) must be of one certain 
hight and of one averdupois weight, holding the same judg- 
ment in matters of moral reform, is foolish. Each genera- 
tion has the right to alter and change the morals and cus- 
. toms of the past, and establish for the present or time beiug. 
To flare up and demand tbe majority to yield to the wishes 
of the minority is rank tyranny, What would be more 
childish and silly than for a member of Congress in Wash- 
ington, should a question be decided by two-thirds of its 
members, to arise in his self-styled dignity and resign, giv- 
ing as his reason that be would not suffer his private char- 
acter to be stained by such an unjust act ? Membership of 
auy organized body is not the proper place for such men. 
"Wherever they are there is trouble, 

As for the Comstock law, there is no other law on our 
Btatute books that calis for action on the part of the League 
more urgently than thislaw. First, a petition with 70,000 
names, &:king for a repeal or modification. What was 
more fair and reasonable tban this? yet by some it was 
condemned because it was not confined to modification 
alone ; and by this class of fine-haired gentry the question 
‘was forced upon the Liberal League. And it is the same 
class that is now finding fault for its being brought before 
the League, admitting at the same time that the law is so 
worded and used that an innocent person can and hes been 
made to suffer. Tris admission is an acknowledgment on 
their part that the law is defectiv and in justice demands 
repealing or materially modifying ; and a sarge portion of 
the Liberals are in favor of its repeal, yet they withheld 
action upon it in the League until another innocent editor 
is arrested aud i8 now crying for help ; thus giving the mod- 
iflers ample time to act in the case if they wished. 

I am surprised so see so noble a mau as Col. R. G, Inger- 
soll, who made such & splurge at Cincinnati, in one year 
after crawl upon his knees and beg the Liberal League not 
to condemn the Comstock law, perkaps wishing by the use 
of this law to force the church to abandon the Bible as an 
obscene book. It this was the Colonel’s object he is excus- 
able, yet would it not hav been more honorable to hav fol- 
lowed the example of Alexander S:evens, who after warn- 
ing his Southern brethren of their rash act, said he 
would not desert them, We think the Colonel’s object 
was of a political nature, i 

As for that which is called Freelove (practiced more or 
less in all churches, and was about to be exposed as a the- 
ory by Mrs. Woodhull in the days of the intimacy of 
Beecher and Tilton), it was said by prominent men in the 
city of Peoria that ''it was bound, when properly under- 
“stood, to become the prevailing sentiment of all civilized 


A 


with that which he least needed, Three days before his 


absence of the *'head of the family,” and groaning under a 
high pressure of wind colic, kindly consented to visit the 


(spiritually); but as the dying was fully competent to man- 
age his own spirituality, he declined an audience, where- 
upon these two aposties of Jesus insisted upon the family 
giving ear to a fearful rush of air in the shape of a petition 


house are believers in the natural, not the supernatural, and 
. | thought it not worth while to waste time in listening to that 


and admitted he had no hope of living. 


no stock in superstition. 
human family, suckling babes, idiots, fools, and imbeciles 
excepted, and such is the teaching of orthodoxy, I preter 
an abode with intelligent men,” : 


nations,” A sense of a moral reform as to legal prostitution | SEEKER and became regular correspondents it would only 


is among the necessities of this enlightened age, and should 
be discussed by mothers and wives, as they are the ones 
who suffer. 

It appears General Roberts, editor of Mind and Hatter, 
intends to run Spiritualism and Liberalism himself, claim- 
ing that his theory on Spiritualism and the Comstock law 
are the only two things that areright. Yet we fee] disposed 
to giv him credit for defending mediums; but does he not 
stand by his own argument guilty of aiding asd abetting 
imposters by denying the right of test conditions? He 
surely does, As for his arguments in the Benaett case and 
on the Comstock law, they are so inconsistent that they are 
not pleasant to read, and every Liberal should let him know 
it. Isaac PADEN. 


nett’s generosity has so far allowed; but let me advise him 
not to trust them to any considerable ex'ent. : 

Old Socrates, the old questioner of Athens, could he read 
weekly the views of the various writers in your paper, 
would find something new and diverting and likely to drive 
away the care and tedium of his years. But his punish- 
ment for blasphemy probably would not allow of his shar- 
ing in any such enjoyment. 

Among all your correspondents I do not remember of one 
who has said that he had any affection for the Southern 
states. Ín order to complete the whole round of differences, 
I wish to atate that I hav great regard for Southern people, 
and hav had ever since I taughtschool in Kentucky in 1832, 

Your, N. EGGLESTON. 


SanFrorpD, N. Y., Oct. 20, 1880. 
Mr. Entror: It seems hard work for people that hav 
been used to the applause of the multitude to stand true 
when the time comes when they may lose popular haud 
clapping. I think Ingersoll and Green are trying to float 
with the current; won’t say where they may land. Green 
& Co. don’t want to hurt the old League, but you must 
withdraw before you can come into their high-toned crowd, 
Hypocrisy ! Now for politics. Idon't relish working my 
lifetime and my children after me for the purpose of paying 
for five pounds of pork and hardtack for every one I con- 
sumed when in the army, protecting the property of the 
people. Exempt those that risked their lives as well as those 
who risked their dollars for this dear country from taxation. 

Gold for both or none, M. L, KUISKERBN. 


[This is a short letter, but suggestiv. The writer has an 
eye for things that lie deeper than the surface ] 
. BSorkBnRY, PA., Oct. 17, 1880. 
To trae Eprros or Tas TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: 


. Thanks for an entrance gained 
Amongst a noble band. . 
The friends of truth and justice, 

The grandest of the grand. . 
For truth I hold to be the reality of facts as they exist in the 
various departments of nature, and not as some suppose, 
according to our limited capacity to uuderstand them, 
wherefora the saying, * Let God be true, but every mana 
liar." 


CINCINNATI, O. 
TOTEE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Iknow 
you are on the side of morality and utterly opposed to vice 
and obscenity, and now the true secularists and moralists 
are rid of that ugly bone of contention, Freelove. The reai 
Bimon pure Liberal League will rise and prosper. I trust 
our worthy TRUTH SEEKER will show its hand, and sound 
ita voice to push onward to success the League of leagues, 
that it might be a power in the land, to neutralize the effects 
of superstition, and ultimately supercede the unmeaning 
dogmas so long promulgated hy the cunning swarms of 
drones who sponge on the gullible and credulous multi- 
tudes, Go in strong for taxing all their Joss houses, also 
the hypocritae who preach that which they know to be 

false, T. W. 


Harwinton, Conn., Oct. 10, 1880. 

Mr. Eprror : Tt is so seldom that one reared under the 
canopy of the royal Presbyterian gospel mill in this place 
dies without permission from the chief dispenser of wind 
who at the time bottoms the pulpit chair that I take adyan- 
tage of the occasion and chronicle the affair. James L. W. 
Davis, who has suffered terribly from consumption for more 
than a year, was an unbeliever in ghosts, gode, devils, or 
confidence men, He never contributed to the missionary 
fund, never was guilty of subscribing to keep a soft- fingered 
gentleman supplied with a pulpit, and, sick or well, ke held 
no communion with deteption or hypocrisy. When it 
became known that his disease had the upper hand of him 
he was advertised as a subject for hell; and when those peo 
ple who care more for & pergon's spiritual welfare than for 
their physical became aware of such fact long-winded pray- 
ers were offered singly at wholesale prices; but as prayers 
are wholly composed of wind, and a8 there is generally & 
sufficient supply of that material on the hills of Litchfield 
county the additions] supply was wholly unealled for; but 
Christian wind is cheaper and easier dispensed with than 
Christian dollars, so the young man was far better supplied 


Hold sclence God as ever true, 
Whatever men may think, 
Examin well their thoughts, 
At science fountain drink, : 
Now as there are no two things in nature exactly alike, the 
which displays the great wisdom of omnipotent science 
power, and the whole of all is a unit, where is the wisdom 
of man in persecuting his brother man for opinion’s sake ? 
Oh, what folly is displayed, 
To rot and molder down. 
Like the power of kings, dismayed 
When they hav lost their crown. 
Come then and let us reason together as rational aad intel- 
ligent beings, to endeavor to fathom the depths of knowl- 
edge as contained in the book of nature, and see 
AM things are working for one end— 
Perfection of the whee, d 
From good to better and to best, 
In time’s eventful role, 
Man being, or heading, the climax, from nature up to 
pature’s God, to become ruler over ali below his exalted 
position, where, purified in the light of knowledge, he 
should ever act with circumspection as his guide id all the 
ways of life, claiming only an equal privilege of justice to 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness in the economy of 
nature. Hence the greatest enemy of mankind is the tyran- 
nical serpent of selfishness found squirming among the 
branches of the tree of knowledge of good and evil—the 
organic faculties of man, 
Where all the mischief in the world 
Begins ita onward course, 
And naught but science knowledge 
Can stay its onward force. : 


death the chief priest and his elder, taking advantage of the 


'*sfflieted family" and attend tothe wants of the dying 


to an imaginary God who was never yet known to giv earto 
supplications of this style. The people resident of that 


which was unavailable. 

Mr. Davis became reconciled to his fate two months ago, 
“I shall not win- 
ter," he said; “but what nature gave she will take., I take 
If the devil gets nine-tenths of the 


He was a man of more than ordinary intellect, well read, 
and had he possessed & body proportionate to his brain, 
would hav made his mark in the world. He bade his friends 
good-bye in a clear tone. “Iam dying! 1 shall not liv five 
minutes!’ A faint good-bye, and his trouble wasended. Talk 
about an Infidel not dying easy, mentally! No man ever 
met death more bravely or nobly, and the church has lost 
the satisfaction of making him a subject .of eleventh-hour 
bankrupt repentance, as they falsely say of Thomas Paine, 

Peace and rest be to his remains! COoNSTANCY. 


graded tho human race, and made a nation of pauper slaves 
dependent on a vain chimera of priestly, nonsensical faith, 
impossible for all to embrace, and which has wrapped the 
world in gloom, set man against his brother man, and 
drenched the earth with human gore. 
Then halt, ye doctors 
And of the gospel or tne law; 


Your nostrums are a failure, 
Administered by you. 


Respectfully, 
ALLEN’S PILL, 


For the cure of a species of hydrophobia prevalent with 
many about the time of election, Free for all. May be 
taken at any time or in any manner, to suit the patient. 


Oome, listen, my friends, I'll giv you ar 

By which to determin a knave or a fool a 

He who insists on your voting with him, 

His wisdom and virtue are feeble and slim. 

I care not how high, how lofty and great, 

I count him but dross. a feather in weight, 

In this land of freedom, of the free and the brave. 
Now swallow this pill. thou fool of a knave, 

And rally. my friends, to do as you please, 

And spurn with contempt those insolent fleas. 


Given forth the first day of the tenth month in the year 
of our Lord 1848, by one of his majesty’s most humble sub 
jects. Respectfully, E 


Noxowtrs, ILL., Oct. 12. 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed please fiad post- 
office order for seven dollars—five dollars for “The Gods 
&nd Religions," one dollar for your Brussels trip, and one 
dollar to my credit. 

Iam more than pleased with THE TRUTH REEKER and its 
contributors. Let every question be agitated that will ben- 
efit mankind, I wish Liberals were less illiberal, Aunt 
Grundy is a terror to weak knees. 

Sister Slenker is a terrible but glorious woman, if she 
does believe death ends all. 

E. A. Chapman ought to giv proofs of immortality to Bro. 
Jamieson, 1 like to read all both sides hav to say. : 

Hoping you will continue to prosper and long be at the 
head of the paper which has diffused more light in less time 
than any journal of modern times, Tam, 

Yours fratetnally, AUGUSTUS HASTINGS, 
: SILON. O , Oct. 27, 1880. 

EDITOR CF Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I know not how 
fatal to the friends of repeal the defection at Chicago may 
become; but this I do know, that I would sooner affiliate 
and compromise with the Comstock society and the Y. M. 
C. A. than with this second brood of cecessionists. I can 
make some allowance for Abbot in Boston. It was asking 
a good deal of him to like Bennett. It was asking too much 
of a Hah man to bea Liberal. They make pretty good In- 
fidels, that’s all. Their birthplace is bad for them. 

Jugersoll is no Liberal He is an Infidel, and a very vaia 
one at that. Since he was told that he was eloquent in 
worda, and left the Democratic party, he has not been 
heard to utter one generous or liberal sentiment toward his 
opposers; and even in his Icfidelity he is illiberal, He is 
now only & very promising aristocrat, and would make a 
strong head of any established system had he judgment pro- 
portioned to bis ability in the use of words. 

But your patrons are an amusing set. I hav read your 
paper for nearly four years, When my time is out I expect 
to renew. I can’t spare the fun, the bedlam, of your corre- 
spondence. Besides, I like the old chief, He is a fountain 
filled with the blood that creates life when the blasts of 
death hav withered everything free and ennobling. I can 
object to him sometimes, but I had rather miss a dozen 
Other papers than bis, ; . 

It Ingersoll, Abbot, or Green should write for Taz TRUTH 


E. W. ALLEN. 


Saw Jose, CAL , Oct. 15, 1880. 

D. M, BENNETT, Dear Sir: I notice that in your jssue of 
October 2d Mr. Osborn refers to Stilson Hutchins as a slan- 
derer of that estimable lady Mrs, Annie Besant. A man by 
the name of Stilson Hutchins edited a Copperhead news- 
paper in Dubuque, Ia., in 1862 and 1863, While the boysin 
blue were fighting for freedom, Stilson Hutchins was doing 
all in his power to aid the rebels through his Northern paper. 
He made violent speeches against the government in the 
summer of 1863 in different parts of Dabuque county. From 
Dubuque he went to St, Louis, Mo. His Copperhead Record 
is well known at Dubuque. Is it not possible that the slan- 
derer of the United States government and of Mrs. Besant is 
Stilson Hutchins, the Dubuque Copperhead? 


M. Wetcg. 
Hastineas, Micu., Oct. 23, 1880. 
. D. M. Banners, Dear Sir: 1 am very much disappointed 
in the action of Bro. Green and Robert G Ingersoll at Chi- 
cago, but I think the National Liberal League will hold 
together and grow stronger every day BO long as we hav & 
Wakeman and a Leland to pilot the way for us. 
If the League has any important work to perform itis to 
destroy Comstockism. Hoping it will soon be accomplished, 
Tam Sincerely yours, Goran. Woop, 


add to the already strange medley of disputation that Ben-, 
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For what is called the Christiau. plan of salvation has de-- 


(Continued from page 118.) 


has had few equals.and no superiors. Next we have 
Jacob’s well; the temple of Dagon, the bad god of 
the Philistines ; Rebecca giving water to Abraham’s 
servant when in search of a fit wife; of Isaac, and 
old father Abraham on the point of sticking a big, 
sharp butcher-knife into the body of his son Isaac, 
when Jehovah stopped him and supplied a good fat 
ram instead of the lad. The statues of this pilaster 
represent Matthew and Mark, and it does not make 
a bit of difference which is taken for which or which 
for the other. You call either of them, and there 
they are. 

The bas-relief of the frontispiece of the middle 
and main door shows just how Jahveh created the 
world out of nothing. On the sides are two sym- 
bolical statues, one representing the Old Testament 
and the other the New. If two more had represent- 
ed the “Arabian Nights ” and * Gulliver's Travels,” 
it would have been eqnally appropriate and true. In 
the superior window are two statues—Moses and 
John the Baptist. If Moses should be mistaken for 
John no harm would result from it. In fact, every 
visitor is permitted to take his choice as to which is 
which. Several other minor statues adorn this 
front, but it is hardly necessary to name them all. 
It is sufficient to say the whole thing is a forest of 


statues, and cost in the aggregate hundreds of years | 


of toisome work. Icould give you the names of 
the artists who executed them, but what would be 
the use? They were Italians, Giovanni this, or Gui- 
seppe that, and Antonio the other, whom you never 
heard of before and will never hear of again. : 


On the next. pillar is represented Saul in his at- | 


tempt to slay David, and if he had succeeded it 
would have served David right; also David's vision— 
which, I give you my word for it,-was one of the 
wildest visions that ever were seen by any visionist 
that ever saw a vision—is represented by statues of 
. St. Luke and St. John. One can hardly think, how- 
ever, when beholding them, how differently they 
wrote their accounts of the same events they 
attempted to describe. On the same pillar is carved 
an ash tree, which bears considerable resemblance 
to something which has existed, which is consider- 
able more than can be said of many of the others. 

Of the representations around the fourth door is 
Jael driving a nail into the head of the sleeping 
Sisera; more glory of the angels; Eli as wakened by 
an angel; the 'Tower of Babel; David holding up 
the head of Goliath after he had cut it off; Esau 
yielding up his birthright to his false and treacher- 
ous brother; the sacrifice of Noah after the flood, 
when animals were by no means plenty. That sac- 
rifice, under the circumstances, should have been ap- 
preciated. The cornice and opening of the fifth and 
last door are ornamented by the queen of Sheba 
listening to Solomon; Hagar in the desert; Abel im- 
molating a lamb, which pleased Jahveh so much 
better tban a vegetable offering; Gideon before the 
battle with the Midianites; Samson slaying the 
lion; the burning of Sodom and Gomorrah; Samson 
carrying off the gates of Gaza; Absalom hung by 
the hair of his head; Hagar's flight when Abraham 
cruelly drove her away, with statues of several 
saints. I think no one will doubt but what work 
enough was laid out upon the exterior of this house 
of worship. 

As the visitor enters the interior he is struck with 
the view of a forest of columns and a forest of vari- 
ous works of grandeur and art. Some of the capi- 
tala of the fifty-two columns contain eight large 
Statues, others sixteen, twenty-four, thirty-six, and 
forty-eight. The ceiling of the arches of the naves 
looks like sculptured marble, like lace work, open 
and very intricate. If this is so, it must have re- 
quired an inconceivable amount of labor. The inside 
ornamentation of the five large doors is most elabo- 
rate, but there is so much of it all that I can hardly 
give all the details. The forty-two stained glass 
windows are a marvel in themselves, and the de- 
sigus alone would require a long letter to describe. 
The floor or pavement of the entire cathedral is of 
rich stones in various colors and laid in mosaic work 
so that the whole floor looks much as though covered 
with a magnificently-figured carpet. This floor 
alone must have cost several fortunes and years and 
years of patient toil, f . 

As the jouruey is made around the interiorof this 
immense edifice the eye is constantly being struck 
with works of great cost, and executed with the 
highest skill. There are numerous chapels surround- 
ing the immense room, and much larger than I have 
geen in some other cathedrals, and each one is most 
richly decorated with marble altars, images of the 
Virgin, her son, sometimes being just born, anc the 
wise men from the East who strangely learned of 
the event, 80 as to nearly have arrived there to 
witness the absolute occurrence ; sometimes being 
condemned by Pilate, sometimes bearing his cross 
to Mount Calvary, often being nailed to it, and 
often after he was taken from it, lying limp and 
dead, or his mother holding him in her lap, when he 
was only a corpse. 

All these conceptions, besides many more, are 
represented both in statuary and painting, which I 


tire at the thought of writing out in fulle At the 
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entrance, and over it, are two balconies, the painted 


glass windows of which represent Michael fighting 
the dragon, and the four doctors of the church, and 
St. Charles, who is giving alms to the poor of Milan. 
As we turn to the right we find a large stone tomb, 
containing the ashes of Aribert, once an archbishop 
of Milan. Next is a sepulchral urn of red marble, 
supported by two equal columns, where lie the ashes 
of Ottoni, another archbishop and viscount. A little 
further on is a monument commemorative of Marco 
Carelli, who by devise gave 35,000 golden ducats 
teward the building of the cathedral, for which 
meritorious deed any priest will tell you that his 
soul is now inhabiting some one of the blissful man- 
sions of paradise. Following on we come to a 
monument commemorative of Constantine’s remark- 
able conversion, when after a bloody battle, or when 
he was marching to one, he, Paul-like, saw a 
vision in the heavens, of a cross, and heard the 
voice, By this shalt thou conquer,” meaning that 
if he would adopt the cross on which Jesus was 
crucified, be might fight and spill as much blood as 
he pleased and be victorious every time. 
[ro BE CONTINGED. | 


An Open Letter to H. L. Green. 


FRIEND GREEN : Your circular letter relating to the dis- 
affection among the members of the Fourth Congress of the 
National Libaral League regarding the repeal of the sgo- 
called Comstock postal law, with the proposition for calling 
an informal conference looking to the organizition of a 
Liberal association, on a restrictiv basis, is at haud. 

Ia reply I would say that I sincerely regret that the Con- 
gress could not consistently hav restricted its deliberations 
in the interest of harmony and good will, to measures that 
would hav enlisted the activ support of all its members, aud 
especially of yourself and Col. Ingersoll. 

I see no objection to the formation of a new organization 
for the exclusiv objsct of state secularization, as set forth in 
said circular, provided a large number of Liberals cannot 
conscientiously labor in the broader fields of the old League. 
Possibly some of the proceediags of the Liberal Congress 
may hav been unwise and impolitic, yet I fail to discover 
any important measure adopted that appears dishonorable 
or unjust, or that I could not consistently support. 

In regard to the Comstock legislation, it is evident to me 
that the law was concocted by designing religionists, not so 
much in the interest of morality as for getting control of the 
judiciary, and establishing kind of star-chamber ruling in 
order to punish obnoxious Infidels under the flimsy charge 
of constructiv obscenity, and for the purpose of crushing 
Freethought by adjudging irreligious truths immoral. 
And furthermore to establish a jesuitical espionage over the 
mails, in order to suppress the dissemination of ‘‘ ungodly” 
facts, 

Although it might hav been policy to hav waved tbe 
question of repeal, if, as stated, the measure was Opposed by 
a large proportion of the assembly. Yet, in view of the 
elastic nature of the law, which evidently is well adapted 
to maladministration by modern Torquemadas of bigotry ; 
in view of its dangerous intermeddling with the public 
maile, and the constitutional guarantee of a free press; and 
seeing the ruthless work of persecution of honorable men, 
for the dissemination of their honest convictions, by the un: 
acrupulous hands to which the enforcement of this law has 
been committed, it seems to me passing strange that, among 
Liberals, thera should be a question in relation to its dis- 
posal. . 

I regard the law 88 & usurpation by the general govern- 
ment of states rights in the prosecution and punishment of 
moral offenses, a device concocted and practically used by 
fanatical pietists as a menace to overawe anti-religious 
writers. Hence, had I been present as a delegate I should 
hav voted for unconditional repeal. 

I am decidedly in favor of the statute relating to obscenc 
literature being controled, a8 are other criminal laws, by 
state legislation, where the authority legitimately belongs, 
and where for centuries it has been exercised more consist- 
ent!y and impartially than by the general government since 
its officious interposition, and while, as at present, engi- 
neered in the interest of religious cliques, 

I hav no confidence in the Pharisaical assumption of 
reverend hypocrits, who seek to pander to popular prija- 
dice by besprinkling Infidels and Freethinkers with their 
favorit “obscenity” perfume, for I know too will the 
godliness of jesuitism, 10 mistake a tiuseled mask of equeam- 
ishness for innate chastity, and hav too keenly felt the 
poisonous sting of their pious slander, while seeking the 
release from ** durance vile" of an eminent victim of their 
insidious wiles, not to detest the exposition of such mock. 
virtue. 

It matters not how conservativ or how radical mag be the 
League on social questions, fer therein lies not the cffense. 
If we dare to expose pastoral pranks, and show up minis 
terial mummery, if we persist in doing our own theological 
thinking, and refuse to countenance ecclesiastical error, we 
must expect our reputation to be smirched by scandal and 
the scum of obscenity, which seem uppermost in their 
thoughis, 

. know professed pietists who, with mock-propriety, 
sffect to be shocked by the public discussion of sexual rela- 
tions, yet who, in private, freely uze language that a Free- 
thinker might well blush to repeat. 

I do not believe a single member of the Liberal Congress 
would countenance obscene literature, either Christian, 
pagan, or profane, as was publicly avowed by resolution to 
that effect. And yet the charge by votaries of superstition 


‘will be flaunted im thelr faces, regerdloss of facts, And 'qoutda't pay the reckoning. 


even though the Congress had voted for modification of 
Comstockism instead of repeal, had sought to lop a few 
branches of the evil instead of plucking up by. the roots, it 
would hav heen sll the same. 

To be a Freethinker or Libera] reformer is regarded by 
fossilized bigots as equivalent to being guilty of all that is 
groes and mean, Thus has it been from time immemorial, 
as was illuatrated by the ‘R’. R:v.s” of Judea in the arrest 
and execution of that radical reformer, Jesus Ohrist. And © 
as is also shown under the present priest]y domination by 
the malicious persecution of D M. Banet, Dr, Foote, 
Hey wood, Lant, Barter, and other nob'e champions of Free- 
thought. - 

Evidently the only way for Radicals to escape tha anathe- 
mas of squeamish pietists is to utterly renounce mental 
freedom, join the church, and play the hypoziit, where, sg 
faintly subjects, they can prate puriiy while practicing 
promiccuity, snd, by freely contributing to church o^ffors,. 
may cheat and defame heretics ‘‘for Carist'a sake,” and 
thus be enabled to ‘‘lay up treasures” in the orthodox 
heaven, that exclusiv Christiau penitentiary, where the 
moral thieves cannot break out and steal our reputation. 

Then, even ‘‘ though their sing be red as scarlet they shall 
be as wool,” for it is well known that sin is the bell-wether 
of the flock that furnishes soft flzeces for the pastoral back. 

Norwich, Conn., Oct., 1889. Brron BOARDMAN, 

P. 8.—FRrEND GREEN : Whatever may be the outcome of | 
the contemplated conference I hope you may be eminently 
successful in your anti-theological crusade. 

I hav great confidence in your personal integrity, and 
know you to be a brave soldier in the grand campaign for 
the emancipation of truth from religious thraldom. 

With your energy and capacily as à writer and speaker 
you will accomplish much good in the cause that may com- 
mand your labors. And certainly there is still plenty of 
hard work to be sccomplished in your chosen feld—the 
secularization of the state. B. B. 
—— — — 9—— ———- 


The Reign of Bible Miracles is Doomed. 


Let us see how this isso. Herodotus relates that when 
the Persian invaders came to Delphi, two local heroes, bur- 
ied near the place, Phylacus and Antonous, arose and were 
seen of more than mental stature, fizhting against the Per- 
sians. He relates that before tbe onset at Salamis the 
vision of a woman appeared over an ZEginetau ship, and 
cried in a voice which all the Grecian fl.e* heard, '* Good 
gouls, how Jong will ye keep barkiog ?' He relates that at 
Pedasus, in the neighborhood of Halicaruassus, the priestess 
of Athens had a miraculous sproutivg of beard whenever 
any grievous calamity was about to befall the people around; 
he says in one place that twice this miraculous growth had 
happened, in another that it had happened thrice. Hero- 
dotus writes here of times when he was himself alive, not 
of a fabulous antiquity. He and his countrymen were not 
leas acute, arguing, critical people than the Jews of Pales- 
tine, but much more. Herodotua himself finally is a man 
of a beautiful character, and of pure, good faith, 

But we do not believe that Phylacus and Antonous arose 
out of their graves and were seen fighting with the Persians; 
we know by exporience, we all say, how this sort of story 
grows up. And shat, after the crucifixion then, many saints 
arose and came out of their graves and went into the holy 
city aud appeared unto many. Is not this, too, a story of 
which we must say, the moment we fairly put it side by side 
with the other, that it is of the same kind with it, and that 
we know how the sort of story grows up? That the phantom 
woman called to the Æ zinetan crew at Salamis, '* How long 
will ye keep backing ?” we do not believe any the more he- 
cause we are told that all the Grecian fleet heard it. We 
know, we all say, by experience, that this is just the gort of 
corroboration naturally added to such a story. But we are 
asked to believe that Jeaus after his death actually cried to 
Paul on the way to Damascus, ''It is hard for them to kick 
against the pricks,” because the bystanders are said to hav 
heard it( — ), although, to be sure, in another place( — ), 
with the looseness natural to euch a story, the bystanders 
are said to hav heard this voice. That the Salamis story 
and the Damascus story are of one kind, and of what kind, 
strikes us the moment that we put the two stories together. 

The miraculous beard of the priestess of Pedasus is really 
just like the miraculous dumbness of Zicharias, the father 
of John the Baptist. The priestess, however, is said by 
Herodotus, in one place to hav twice had her marvelous 
beard, in another to hav had it thrice ; and the discrepancy 
proves, we all say, how loote and unhistories] this kind of 
story is, But yet when Jesus is, in the second gospel, said 
to bav healed as he departed from Jericho one blind man 
who sat by the wayside, in the first gorpel to hav healed, as 
he departed from Jericho, two blind men who sat by the 
wayside, there is here, we are asked to believe, no discrep. 
ancy really at all. T wo different healiogs are meant which 
we:e performed at two diff:rent visits to Jericho, or per- 
haps they were performed at one and the same visit, but 
one was performed as Jesus estered the city, and the other 
as he left it. Abd the words of Bi. Mark, "And he came to ` 
Jericho, and as Jue went out of Jericho blind Bartime g 
sat by the wayside,” really mean that Bartimacag sat there 
ag Jesus went into Jericho and two other blind men sat by 
the wayside ss he went out. How arbitrary, uunatural, 
and vain such an explanation is, what a mean device of cur 
own to make a solid history out of a legead, we never fe: 
so Iiresistibly as when we put the Jericho story by the side 
of others like it. — Axnold’s ** God and the Bible,” 

— e 

W. S Beru, writes: "How about the respectables— 
don't show up formidably do they? Ingersoll reckoned 
without his host.” . 

Yes, dear Ball, but the host reckoped with him and h 
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Priesteraft and Politics, 


Impartial Freethinkers to gl 
Above superstition to liberty's throne, 
Free press and free mails you hav boldly de- 
fep ded, 

And triumphed o'er all opposition alone,* 
On the learn'd battlefields made persecutors 
yield f 

And won the fresh laurels that circle your 
brow; 
Wade contentions to cease and gave all man- 
kind peace. i 
All loyal Americans honor you now. 
-But to papists and heretics still we are slaves, 
And to-day we are victims of sanctified knaves. 
We must pay their church taxes, '' Believe or be 


damned,” 

And with infernal dogmas our minds must be 
crammed, 

Indeed, hell is the rule taught to children at 
school, 

And if we are not Ohristians we all must be 
damned. 

Freethinkers'and truth-seekers freedom pos- 
sessing, 

This glorious trust they bestow and they 

erave. 


This sacred inheritance, infinit blessing, 
Is always the gift of the noble and brave. 
As the great Thomas Paine did all tyrants dis- 
dain, 
"Myths, falsehoods, and bigots truth-seekers 
despise. a : 
Tt is well understood that man's inflnit good 
In time and eternity Infidels prize. 
In the grave they insist it is better to dwell 
Than with God if he tortures all nations in hell. 
Will mankind be forever dupes, victims, and 
Elaves 
Of a torturing God, hell, devils. and knaves? 


Truth-seekers, the rights of mankind while de- 
fending. 

To glory and honor and fame they arise; 
And like the bold eagle still higher ascending 
E; To thzt elevation which Liberals prize. 

As ovr fathers were free, so till death we will 
be, : 

"The false creeds of Christians with t th 

we'll assail, . 


We may fill loyal graves, but we scornt be 
slaves j 
While the star-spangled banner floats on „he 
galo. 


Selentific Americans never are slaves 
Ofa torturing God and of sanctified knaves, 


A voice came from Brussels across the wide 
ocean, 
“Come over and help us break bigotry’s 
chain !” 
Americans answered with loyal devotion, 
Invited all nations to join the grand train, 
And in phalanx unite for perfection and right, 
Expose cruel Ohristians on every shore 
ill the Infidel cause, truth, and impartial laws, 
Shall triumph forever till time is no more, 
Break the chains of all nations, release all the 
slaves 
From their Ohristian oppressors, 
preachers, and knaves. 


We hav won many battles. Once they would 
burn ug, 
"Tia true inquisitions and tortures are past, 
But heretics now do imprison and spurn us— 
Make us slaves here on earth, then hell us at 
last, 
But pure science and truth, although yet in 
their youth, 
Put a veto on priestcraft, tortures, and pain, 
So that we may be free, on the land and the sea, 
Equal rights like our fathers we may obtain, 
And the sons of bold heroes be free as the 


priests, 


‘waves 
When all Christian oppressors hav gone to 
their graves. 


As soon as the churches and states are united 
tOur freedom and happiness both will be lost. 
For writing new thoughts we may now be in- 
dicted. i 
Imprisoned, and fined, and saints liv on the 
cost, 
This is usurpation in this boasted nation— 
Is more than American freemen will stand. 
In this dark. trying hour the ballot has power 
To repeal unjust laws in this happy land. 
All true, good, loyal men to the ballot-box fly! 
Bave Jour country by votes or by bullets and 
e. 


Free pros and free mails to obtain and defend 
them, 
All vote as one man and refuse to be slaves, 
Republican frauds, to the devil we'll send them, 
Time brings persecutors to infamous graves. 
Loyal people, unite for the absolute right! 
Vote Liberal tickets! Stand firm in the van! 
; If all votes are thus cast we'll get justice at last 
IH For saints and for sinners, for woman and 


man, 

And: remember this plan is good, better, and 
best 

For all nations by bigots and tyrants op- 

pressed. 

Vote alike, and to Christians no longer be 
slaves 

While the earth bears a plant and the gea rolls 
its waves, 


Poor vietims, you need THE TRuTH SzEKER’s 
protection. 
"' God's people” hav treated you very unjust 
But you will survive in man's fondest affection 
When Ohristian oppressors hay moldered to 
dust, 
May your spirits arise to ineffable skies, . 
Sweet flowers be planted to hallow your rest: 
Persecution endured, and man’s freedom Be- 
cured, 
In all coming time in the lands you hav blest, 


"*Wakeman versus Ingersollin THE TRUTH 
versus Ingersollin Tug 
SEEKER of Oetober 2,1880. Pages 636, 637. Gra 
sentiments indaed. 


+ The usurper Hayes’s administration has 
poon, distinguishad m a peculiar manner for 
gotry &nd eruelty, Persecutions resulting in: 
death to many AT 


NS 
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| George Chainey’s 


FOUNDATION STONES 


OF THE 
CHURCH OF THE UNITY, 
EVANSVILLE, INDIANA. 


And the foundations of the wall of 
the city were garnished with all manner 
of precious stones, —Rev. xxi, 19. 


For modes of faith let graceless bigots fight; 
His can’t be wrong whose life is in the right; 
Ia faith and hope the world will disagree, 
But all mankind’s concern is charity; 
All must be falsethat thwart this one great end; 
And all of God that bless mankind, or mend, 

— Pope. 


Price 75 cents, Cloth. 


Address all orders to D. 


victims without any adequate: 


For gale at TRUTH ‘SEEKER office, 141 Eighth 
street, New York. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 


WASHINGTON, D. O. July 19, 1880, 

I wish to notify the public that a Mr, Baldwin, 
of Ohieago, also Rhodes & McOlure, of the same 
lace, are publishing pamphlet editions of my 
ectures. All the lectures published by them 
are grossly inaceurate—filled with mistakes, 
horribly printed, and ou:rageously unjust to 
me. These men are simple literary thieves and 
pirates, and are obtaining money from the pub- 
lic under false pretenses, I take this course to` 


warn thé public that these publications are 


fraudulent. The only correct copies of my lec- 


tures are published by C. P, Farrell, All others 


are published by people who are willing to steal 


from me and defraud the publie vender, These 
wretches hav published one lecture under four 
titles, and several others under two or three. 


8m81 R. G, INGERSOLL. 


All of Q. P, Farrell’s editions of Col. Inger- 


Boll's works, and none others, are sold at this 


office. D. M. BENNETT. 


New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PHRENDLOGY, 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, MD., 


Graduate of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College 


and the New York Phrenological 
Institute. 
This work is intended both as a chart for the 


use of phrenologists and a text-book for stu- 
dents of phrenology. 
found fuller and more complete 
work of its size on 
addition to the ) 
of "Adaptation to Different Pursuit 
of ‘Conjugal Adaptation.” These 
perfectly easy to understand 
ronder the work at once 
useful. 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
tunotions; health, ete., 
era e In. 
of develo ment, along with excellent rules for 
health an 
of the principles of phrenology. 
other important remarks will be 
adapted to the needs of students and others 
who may desire to acquire an elementary knowl- 
edge of phrenolog 
abor a8 
be found ‘well adapted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and phrenological examiners. 


As a chart it will be 
than any other 
ect. It contains in 
evelopments,” one 
8," and one 
tables being 
are calculated to 
both interesting and 
The work contains also full and clear 


this sub: 
Table of 


and all the faculties and 
nd in seven different degrees 

Its explanation 
eto, and itg 


found well 


self-improvement. 
with as little outlay of time 
ble. In short, thigwork will 


The work contains 105 pages, with an excellent 


map of the head, showing the locations of all 


lties, an 
Heer im 7s paper, 50 cents; cloth. 75 cents, 
Add D 


is handsomely printed and 


ress . M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t., N. Y, 


THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


A collection of songs by Whittier, Longfellow, 
Bryant, Tennyson, and others, set to familiar 

es. 
Einen, and in Liberal homes. Compiled and 
edited by Eliza Boardman Burnz, Price, half 
bound and on heavy paper, 25 cents ; one hun- 
dred copies, $15.00 ; 
5.00. 
Soplo $10.00; fifty, $5.00; twenty-flve copies, 
$2,00. Two cents per copy additional must be 
sent to prepay postage on all wholesale orders, 


Designed for Liberal Leagues and other 


twenty-flve 
hundre 


fifty, $8.00: 


Paper covers, 15 cents; one 


M. BENNETT. 
14 Eighth street, New York, 


MM 
cause on the part of the silent dead. Oruel 


Ohristian 
prisoned, 
ocent persons for really pretended 
many an Oomateck boasts of fifteen defunct 


victims. 


Republicans hav very unjustly im- 
fined, ruined, and sent to the grave 


WHAT WERE THEY PERSECUTED FOR? 


Persecuted principally for being unbelievers 
in 


Ohristianity. 


Persecuted for being Liberals, Freethinkers, 


truth seekers, Infidels, etc., whom Ohris- 
tians hav persecuted in all ages to the ex- 
tent of their power. 


Persecuted for being pagans, Jews, Turks, 


papists, heretics, skeptics, and lunatics. 


Persecuted for writing and mailing a philosoph- 


l hlet which should be read and 
Ve daba ond simply for self- preservation. 


Persecuted for publishing and selling Infidel 


books which Comstock threatened to sup- 


TESS. 
Persecuted for nnblishing THE TRUTH SEEEEB, 


the most just and Liberal paper in the 


ld. 
Persecuted for "if" such books and papers 


are not suppressed Christianity will soon 
become defunct, and all clergymen must 
go.to work for a living. But this would be 
too great improvement and progression 
for this age of the world. 


Persecuted for selling syringes—very indis- 


ensable articles indeed. 
Query Why was not Comstock punished for 
exposing nude females in tho city of New York? 
Was tnis a less or smaller crime than selling 


syringes? 


ast, but not least, the Ohristian president of 
this great, free nation absolutely refused to 
grant the petitions, prayers, and entreaties of 
two hundred thousand loyal subjects of this 
government to release an innocent victim from 
the cruel elutehes of a most unjust and uncon- 
stitutional law. Both Hayes and Devens ac- 
knowledged that the prisoner, D. M. Bennett, 
had committed no crime, because the pamphlet 
(for mailing which he was indicted) was not ob- 
scene and therefore it was not amenable to the 
Comstock obscene law. O consistency, thou art 
ajewel, O Christianity, what hast thou done? 
Lat ths shades ane spirite ot thy mud 
1 answer. Pe:haps our pio x 
minions sanctified Christians like Comstock will 
Yindly giv ve'the exact number of their victims, : 


WHY DON’T GOD KILL 


THE DEVIL? 


A series of Essays dedicated to the St, Johns 
(Mich.) School Board. 


BY M. BABCOCK. 


Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office, 


$6 
SUPERSTITION ; 


THE RELIGION OF 


* Believe or be Damned." 
OPEN LETTER TO THE 


ST. JOHNS SCHOOL BOARD. 
M. BABCOCK. 


This book contains an inspired PHOTO- 
GRAPH of the GOD that’s beivg worshiped at 
the expense of the district in our publie 
schools ;. the God that '' overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that's wanted in the Constitution; the 
gentleman that owns some three billion dollars’ 
worth of untaxed church property; the °’so- 
help-me? God that makes a lie the truth in 
court; the God that governors besought to stop 


a week in your owntown. Terms and $5 
outfit free. H. Hallett & Oo., Portland, Me. 


the yellow fever, which he didn't do. The pic- 
ture is worth the price of the book. Price, 25 
cente, Forsaleby 


D. M. BENNET 
141 Eighth street, New York. 


LADIES!! 


* SALEM, OR., July 17, 1880, 
“S, H. PRESTON, Dear Sir: Please send me by 
express, O, O. D.,'o Portland, Or,, $100,00 (one 
hundred dollars) worth of that “Comstock ” 
Syringe, I mean business, 
“ DR. MARY SOLANDER,” 


Only sixteen had been sold when 
COMSTOCK 


set out to suppress it. Now orders come as 
above. Grand jurymen buv it for their wives. 
It is SIMPLE, SAFE, INFALLIBLY RELIABLE, nec- 
essary to HEALTH and personal purity, and is 
pronounced by patients and physicians to be 
the greatest : 

GODSEND TO THE BEX 


gotten up in this generation. Sent securely 
boxed, with private instructions for special use. 
Confidential terms to agents. Price $10 00. 
‘i Address SAM. H, PRESTON, 
32 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
muslin, containing 275 pages, 12mo, Price, 
$1.25. 


This book contains the principal 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the 
in all his lectures on that subject. 
phlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
ere two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic, inimitable in its style. and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, and pathos, 


points that 
entateuch 
The pam- 


Busts of E. G. Ingersoll, 


By the celebrated sculptor, CLABK MILES, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50. 

Small Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Barony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or large size . . . 40 cents 
Photo or card size CES 20 " 
Life-size Lithograph, 21x27 . » bo " 


Postage paid. 
D. M, BENNETT. 
141 EIGHTH BT., NEW YORK 


Correspondence Wanted. 


A married man of middle age who is not hap- 
pily mated on account of religious differences. 
would like correspondence with some lady of 
reflnement and culture. whose ideas are Lib- 
eral and whose heart is full of the milk of 
human kindness Address, IRVIN HOGUE, 

B48 . o Detroit, Mich, 

/ l 
y 


THE 
Anonymous Hypothesis 


Creation. 
A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 


Account. 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Oloth; price 60 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St.. N, Y. 


" ] t 
$5'to 820: ree Biasongco- Portiand. Me 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the Hast,” ** Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
exira cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pail Mall Gazette. 

Power, eloquence, and originality character- 
ize '' Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels.—Jllustrated Lon- 
don News. 

An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such ag 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition, 
with a sound moral expresged, though not ob- 
truded,; on the canvas.— Westminster Review. 

D. M, BENNETT, Publisher, 141 Eighth Nt.. N.Y 


KNOW THYSELF! 
e. 

(ER HE untold miseries that re- 

f EC sult from indiscretion in 

- à early life may be alleviated 

A and cured. Those who doubt 

this assertion should purchase 
the new medicai work pub- 
lished bythe PEABODY MED. 
OAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
e; ; Yh antitled The Science of Life; 
(geo id or, Selt Preservation. Ex. 
hausted vitality nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by.the errors of youth or too 
elose application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. ] 

Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published, _It is a standard medical work, 
the bestin the English language, written by & 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
seriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price of the book, Bound in Frenc 
cloth : price only $1, sent by mail post-paid. 

The London Lancet says : "No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” : 

An illustrated sample sent to ail on receipt of 
6 cents for postare, 

The author refers by vermission to Hon, 
P, A. BISSELL, M.D., President of the Nation- 
al Medical Association. 

Boston, Mass. The author HEAL 
may be consulted on all di 


Address Dr. W. H. PAR 
Se 
cuneo rogqulring skillandez- THYSELF ` 


KER, No.4 Bulfinch street, 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholie Priest, 


Who, after & pastoral service of thirty years at 
Btrepigny and But in Ohampagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and lett as his 
* Last Will and Testament? to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled" Oom- 
mon Sense.” 
This is a 


powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the o 


Liberal public. 
more scathing arraignment of the Christian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
Is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
corning the book: 


. NEWBURYPORT Mass., Sept. 28, 1878. 
To Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam: 

The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s " 
of Reason "is mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire's ‘Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so well, 


JAMES. PARTON, 
Price, cloth, $1.50; paper, $1.00. 
D, M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth 8t., N. Y. 


MACHINERY, 


Hand, Foot and Power Presses, Die Work of a1] kinds. 
Perforating Dies a Specialty. 


E. B. STIMPSON, 31 Spruce fit, NX. 


tJan81. 


Was Christ a God? 


Conclusions Drawn. from 
Apostolic Writings. 


BY F. MENSIGA. 


ConTENTS.—Questionable Do&mas, Supersti- 
tion and Religion, the Appearance of Christ, 
the Life of Ohrist, Comments and Explanations 
of Jude, James, John, Peter, Paul (all his epis- 
tles), Acts, the Four Gospels, Revelations, a 
Summary, Erroneous Theories of Deity. Heav- 
en. Devil, Hell, the Author's Intuitions, Evolu- 
tion of Life. A work of strength and merit. 

An octavo volume of 253 pages. Price, $1.50. 

Bold at this office. 2 


A WEEK, $12 4 day at h ily made; 
B72dosiy out froe. Tiüe& Co» Augusta lle; i 


m 
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The Real Issue, | WHAT ISM 


MOSES HULL 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes it is just the thing. 
Contains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
agscientific money. s: 

The Commoner says : 

"Nothing has been written which wil do as 
good, work as this. Itis worth its weight in 
gold, 

Price 10 cents. Sold by D. M, BENNETT, 

141 Highth st.. New York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK. 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 
sured by an original system of practice, It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and yu be 
gent p mail to any one sending their address 


and a tbree-cent stamp to pay cost of mailing. 
MUOHRAY HILL POBLISHING doing 
128 Bast sath Btreet. M, Y 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Próved Aflirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment. 

Revised and Enlarged Edition, 


72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth 8t.. N. Y. 


aa The Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes and sells an imperfect, disordered, and 
mangled edition. with all the typographical 
errors of the e of 1£00, from which it was 
pirated by the late 8. 


B. Jones. 


Ss “pe. Vg 
La RATA Ry 
INELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly sducated.and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 


' practice will prove. 


Oures all forms of Private, Chronic, and 
Sexual  Biseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer pos: and 

th the fol- 


unhappy. are thoroughly and permanently 
Doctor’s latest and greatest medical d 


em were In a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many had 
Falling Biekness— Fits; others upon the verge 
of consumption 3 Fille others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
gated from the system. Gonorrhea, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, All diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorriaa, 
eto.. treated with equal success, 

De. R. P. Fznnow8 has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given up by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the sid of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
aable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of the complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of hia profession. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 


[From the Western Reformer] 
" DR. R. P. FELLOWS 
ig a highly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an Original system of practice, and is 
erfectly reliable and trustworthy. e hay 
board many flattering reports of his successful 
aurea of diaaases incidant to humanity." 


Philosophy of Spi, 


AND THE 


Pathology and Treatment of 


Mediomania. 


EWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 

for Women. f 
Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 30 and 27. 1874. 
Goth: price so cents. For gale by 
D, M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth st., N, X. 


A DEBATE 


BETWEEN 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 8 cents, For sale at 
this office, 5 


Issues of the Age. 
CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00, 

Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus, 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.—J. 
Y. Graphic, 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces 
therough famillarity with most of the modern 
theories &dvanced,—Jewish Times, 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought, He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirations.—N, Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of" The Essence of Ohristianity,” ete 
Translated from the German. 


Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., bO cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show. not substance, 
Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorslitv o? our 2ve!—Artraat 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in TuE 
TRUTH SgEEKER, It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
us e tenching of the Bible, ENNETT 

rice 10 cents. , M. " 
141 Eighth Street, N. Y. Oitv. 


JUST OUT! 
Another Extraordinary Book! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 


The Exylosion of a Great Theologi- 


. eal Gun. 

By Kznskv Guaves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. PERRY's “‘ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out aud thoroughly exposed. 
Second Edition. 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cineinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historical 
' scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks, His 
Korsey Graves’ ” Sixteen 


work is a review of 


Graves 
Ə ex- 


, de " 
| And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 


| against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
‘ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
i dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 


goxy, which leaves not & grease spot of either.’ 
e 


! work comprises about 200 pages. 


| Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 

i For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 

| THE 

‘CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
} OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 


POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the BELIGION : 


of HUMANITY. By COURTLANDT PALMER. | ELM age 
100 pages 


Eriot. 9 cents, 


ONEY ? NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seeker;? 

Antiquity of Christianity. 

BY JOHN ALBERGER. 
12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 
This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 


character of the origin of the religion of 
Ohrist, à 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter. Forces, Theol- 


ogv, eto. 
BY OBRAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 


This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
variovts journals, They are chiefly intended to 
uphold the.theory of the stability of matter 
and forces gnd the perpetuity of mind, : 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author, 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc. 

BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50, 


Faith and Reason; 


Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 


A concise account of the Christian religion 
and all the prominent religions before and 
since Christianity, 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


. e e . 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity, 

BY 0. G. DAVID.: 
Price, 75 cents. 
THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 
A eritieal study, By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 


TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence, Extra cloth, 12mo, 827 pp. $2.00, 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience, 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp. . . $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation of the Christian church, 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting. 


BY A, R. COOPER. 
Jamo, 48 pb; paper, 20 cts.; flexible cloth, 85 cts. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 
BY M. SOHLESINGER, PH.D.. 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany. N. Y. . 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents, 


THE 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH, 

A Summary of ihe Arguments Against Ohris- 
tianity ý 

This is & very valuable andconoise work, and 

states in plain and unmistakable language the 


ressons why Ohristianity is a failure. Price, 50 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 
OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, TB cents, 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea, 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 
Papar, 12m. 88 nagas: price, 25 cents 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 
BY 


VOLTAIRE. 


Translated from the French by Miss Ellen 
Carroll. The first time ever published in Bng- 
lish., The pamphiet contains nearly 509 of Yol- 
taire’s sharp, terse, sarcastic, eca'hing defini- 
tions of theologica an: ecclesiastical subjects, 
terms, and dogmas. Thoce is notbing in the 

Gverybod ought tq hay & copy. 
: Prica, only 95 cents, 


The Gods and Regi ons 
of Ancient and Modern 


e 
Times. 
In Two Large Octavo Volumes. 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
Volume I. treats principally on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume If. givs a full 
description of the Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times, Au interesting and instruc- 
liv work, Incloth, $3 per vol the two vole 
umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 pez 
vol., or $7 for the two volumes. In Morocco 
and Gilt Edges, $4.50 per vol., or $8 for the 
two volumes, Bent free of postage. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 


THE PEOPLE'S EDITION; 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 


Lectures." 


CoNTENTS.—''The Gods,” "Humboldt," "Thor, 
Paine,” " Indlvjduality." " Heretics and Here 
esies,” Price, 50 cents, 


Vol II. “The Ghosts, and 


other Lectures.” 
Oonrents.—”’ The Ghosts,” " Libe of Mar, 
Woman, and Ohild," " Declaration of Independe 
ence,” ." Farming in Illinois," “Speech at Cine 
cinnati,” “The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream.” Price 50 cents. 


Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 
hotographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Barony, the 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 
Imperial, or large 3126... .«««..« 40 conte, 
Photo, or card sig, ,......... +» 90 cents 
Life-size lithograph, 91x97. .....« 50 cents 


Postage paid. 


Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.26, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St.. New York. 


THE 
JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE 


BETWEEN 
PROF. W. F. JAMIESON, 


Of Chicago, Ill., and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 


Oi Kentucky. 


Held in Kirksville, Mo., during nine oveninge 
—May 20-29, 1878. yuopsis report—official, 
This book of 220 pages givs an interesting Droge 
entatíon of the theological questions which 
divide Ohristians and Liberals. The Rey, 
Ditzler is regarded as an able defender of his 
favorit Christian doctrius, bat it will undoubt- 
edly be admitted by the reader that Prof. W. F 
Jamieson fully met all he had to offer, Ohrige 
tian readers will take more kindly to a work of 
this kind, giving both sides an equally fair 
chance. than to books on our side only. 

ais in papersovers 50 cents; well bound, 

cents, 


WORKINGMEN, READI 
ALLEGORY. 


UNCLE SAM AND AMERICUS, 


A DIALOG ON 


LAND, LABOR, AND REFORM. 
By F. E. BOYD. 


Outlines of a plan for a new American na- 
tional land and labor co-operativ system, by 
which land and comfortable homes may be 89e 
cured to the poorest classes of evary race, with- 
out money or price, with the educational and 
social advantages of modern civilization. De- 
signed to ameliorate the condition of the struge 


gling masses; to equalize population; to pre-- 


vent vice, crime, and pauperism; to prevent 
the recurrence of industrial crises and feuds, 
labor riots, and popular insurrections; to ter- 
minate Indian wars; to avoid or do away with 
an oligarchy of landlords and capitalists; and 
to gp or restore the liberties ofthe people 
and the rights of self-government by bringing 
immediately together the two great elements o? 
universal progress, land and jabor. 

* The land shall not be sold forever; for the 
land is mine; for ye are strangers and sojourme 
ers with me” (Ley, xxv.. 23). 

* Moreover. the profit of the earth is for all '* 


(Ecclesiastes v, 9), 
Price 10 cests. Sold at this office, 
AN OUTLINE 


OF THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 
RESULTS. 


BY W. S. BELL. 


There is probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or more important than 
the French Revolution in the last century, and 
Mr. Bell has traced it ably and in an Interestin, 
manner, Eyery one who reads it will be pleased 
with it. Price, 35 cents, Sendto this office, 


SAMSON: 
A Mvth -Storv of the Sum. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ar- 
cording to the Holy Men 


of Old. 


Tke author of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythical in its character. He presents 
us & number of copies to be disposed of in the 
interest of THE TRUTH BEEEER. All who pure 
chase will therefore aid Tug TRUTH SEEKER to 
the amount of their purchase, or add tc tha 
Bennett fund ag they may choose. 

Ramson. 20 cects: Gospc| of the Kingdom 
2 vols, each, 80 coni R 
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Odds and Ends. 


be Orbe bo 


Gems of Thought. 


_ jNe. Revised List. - 


others it appears an infallible criterion of 


THE REASON WHY. 


washed out the flue with atub of hot water. 


1. Discussion on Prayer, D. M, Bennett and 


rophet. sat 
id Jesus Res. 


Tas COOH como pao CB ee 


Truta is truth, it"it fall from Satan's lips: vro Olargyman, 3 144 The Com: tock Laws 
and error ought to be rejected, though preached Now doth the old maii busy be Tho Story of Oreatlou, RARA. 5 145. If you jeke away my Religion, what wm 
by an angel from heaven.—£. D. Ow.n. T improve each chinning hour. E The DI BIDET., a E ie: aur Manon" ver rtin, ag 
Ir often falls out that somewhat is produced Aud gather scandal ail the day, 16. Tho. Plagues of Egy pt. z 2 14. Raply to The Index on Comstock Laws 10 
` of nothing, for lies are sufficient to breed opin- Because the grapes aro sour. it. Kore h, Batham, aud d Àbiram, Jenner, 2 148, When did Pa Paul Liv? Beholastieus 2 
Dano opiaion beings a substance. — Bacon s eu honno woman on pd ae on 5 Balsam mcs ls 8 ripsieratt ; $ 150. Ss Moser ot Printing and Reply, Hur- > a 
7 t H ui ce & a i 
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to neglect it.—Bible for Learners, 
Natures, a mother kind alike to all, 


afraid of being arrested. He finally compro- 
mises by painting a picture of a ham on a piece 


" of Emo evil. Isaac Paden, 
" History o and their God, 


- 


t of paper, and superinduces nightmare by plac- | 93° ‘The Devils Due-Pills, John Syphers. BULLION IN THE CAMPAIGN 
8:11 grants her bliss a laborer's earnest call. §& | ing it under his pillow and golng to sleep on it. | 84, The Dls we) Wwe Endure-their Cause and Quro, OF 1880: 
With food as well the peasant is supplied THE “JOURNAL” SUNDAY MAGIO , 
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And though the rocky-crested summits frown, 
Taese rocks, by custom, turn to beds of down, 
— Goldsmith. 

Tue Augurs in Rome went about the streets 
on their solemn office, taughing in their sleeve 
at each other as they met, long after the relig- 
ious belief which appointed their service had 
did out from all the intelligent classes of the 
population. This insincere tenacity of the 
forms of religion is indeed one of the saddest 
proofs of the decay of belief, and there is not & 
little of it in our own day.—W. I, Potter. 


My name is Fun, your cronie dear, 
The nearest friend ye hae: 

An’ this is superstition here, 
An’ that’s hypocrisy. 


I’m gaun to Machlin Holy Fair 
To spend an hour in dafin; 
Gln ye’ll go there, you wretched pair, 
We will get famous laughin’ at them this day. 
—Burns, 


T IT was great blasphemy when the devil said, 
" I will ascend and be like the highest;” but it 
is greater blasphemy to personate God and 
bring him in fraying.” I will descand and bs 
like the prince of darkness ;” and what is it b t- 
ter to make the cause of religion to descend to 
the cruel and execrable actions of murdering 
princes, butchery of people, and subverting of 


“ What is Sunday?” says the cynic. 

It’s a blank of woe; 

Of inferno it’s a mim1o— 
Nowhere can we go. 

Nothing can one fill the tmo with, 
* Blues” giv one despair; 

Should the world be made of Sundays 

Never came the noisy Mondays, 
Truly, I declare, 

I would rather never “quick” be, 

I would of my living sick be, 
Than such sorrow share. 

Sure that Dante, when he wrote his 
Awful vision down, 

Missed a point and failed to quote this 
Sulien Sunday town, 

Here we hay the hell of silence 
Half a hundred days; 

Only church bells take to violence, 
And the devil raite. 

I am gaping. I am yawning, 

From the dawn of early morning. 
The papers? Read them through 

All the dreary, dreary Sunday, 

Pray I for the happy Monday— 
Pray, oh pray. what can I do? 


MORAL OF THE MUSKETO MURDER, 


A giddy Master Musketo said 
To his father fond and his mother true, 
“I reckon, before I go to bed, 
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Natural Religion vs. Revealed 
Religion, 

The Fruita ot Christianity, 
Constructiv Rationalism, 

Oa Eternal Torture, 

On Prayer, 

The True Basis of Morslity, 

The Gospel of Christianity and the 
Gospel of Freethought, 

Is the Bible arenas 
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The Law of Population; 3 Its 
Consequences and its Bearings 
Upon Human Conduct and Morals, 40 
Marriage; As it Was, As it Is, and 

As it Bhould Be, 40 
The last two contain a fine ntoel-plate 
engraving of Mrs, Besant, 


Atates and governments? Surely this is to I will browse around for an hour or two.” Hudson There is no clearer, better writer in 
bring down the Holy Ghost instead of ths like- | « wy child.” said his ma, “it is very late, 94. Tho. ow Raven. Will Gooner, the English language, 
ness of a dove, in the shape cf a vulture or And I hate to hav you out o’nights: 95. Jesus Ohrist. D. M. Bennett, 1 ` 
raven, and toset out of the bark of a Christian | Many a youth has me: his fate P ce mien Rae ies 8. Bell : M 
ohuroh a fagore bark of pirates and assassins, Ranning around and seeing the sights.” 08, Snakes, dus Pimina D. Slenker, The Church and Education, 5 
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Ir 18 important to remember that, in strict- | Beware. my child,” said his pa discreet, 0 itor] Bolote, - prove a Cre- „|On the Religious Education 
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man, Take an extreme case, Suppose that an They're dangerous people to tackl , 102, The Old Religion and the New. W. B, Charles Moran, 10 
adult man, in the full reign of bis faculties, H i Deve Sec mV SON 


could be suddenly placed in the world, as Adam 
is said to hav been, and tben left to do as he 


know.” 
Master Musketo shook his head, 
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108, Dooa t the] Bible Teach us all we Know? 
i04 Evolution of Israel’s God, A. L. Rawson. 1 
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best might. How long wonld he be left unedu- Anda sort of a cynical smile he smiled; 198. Decadence of Christianity, Oapphro. 2| Fewer Children and Better. 
cated? Not five minutes, Nature would begin | He didn’t care what his parents said, 106, Franklin, Bonnets d and Jefferson Un- Wints for Taking Care of Children, 
to teach him, through the eye, the ear. the The giddy, thoughtless, frivolous child. belisvers, Bennett, 3| Girls of the Period, and Marriage 
touch, the properties of objects, Pain and 107. Tho Hate Bido. H. P. B ; sS 
. 9 jects, L Out of the August night and dew 108, The Holy Biblea Historical Eumbuag. The Prevention of Conception, 
pleasure would be at hia elbow telling him to Out of the moonbeams’ mellow light reston. 2| A Miserable Mother. 
do this and avoid that, and by slow degrees the : A ad 110. Invocation to the Universe, Bennett 1| Enlightened Parentage 
man would receive an education which, if nar- | 22 throuch a window wide he flow. 111. Raply to Scientific American, ; 5 ge. 
b D Med Singing along in his merry flight. 112; Bensibia Sermon, Rev. M. J. Savage 1| To Parents, 
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' ` he spiod : — 116, The Sunday Question, 
ley's Lay Sermons As he spied an arm on a downy couch 117. Constantine the Great. Preston 3 THE PHYSIOLOGIST, 


We all know that the disciples of Jesus do 
unto others as they wou!d that others should do 
unto them, and that the disciples of Confucius 
do not unto others anything that they would 
not hav others do to them. Surely such people 
ought to liv together in perfect peace. Our re- 
ligion can only be brought into contempt by 
the actions of those who profess to be governed 
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Au arm as soft and as white as snow, 


At the t'other end of that comely arm 
Was a maiden hymning a virgin enore, 
And she looked 80 innocent and s0 culm 
Tanat Master Musketo pined for her gore. 


Down on that arm he swooped and lit, 
Bating his music all so shrill: 
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‘Notes and Clippings. 


Tux Rev. David Swing, of Chicago, says that 
the lie has declined in popularity. ‘It is quite 
certain," he asserts, '' that the Hebrews and the 


. Persians and Greeks surpessed America in the 


steadfastness of their falsification.” 


ADIRONDACK MURRAY, who was long hidden 
from the sight of his fellow-townsmen, emerges 
in Boston this month with three lec ures—F ree 
Trade, the Wilderness, Eternal Evidence. He 
might take, for a fourth lecture, Escapades in 
Buckboard Wagons. . 


THE Roman populace delight in a festivity 
known as the “ Ottobrate,” or the celebrating of 
Thursdays and Sundays in October in honor of 
Bacchus; aad last month was observed by them 
in the hills and vineyards around Rome in an 
unusually jubilant style, : 


THE Irish constabulary was for all Ireland on 
July 1, 1879, 11.159 men and inspectors, leaving 
297 vacancies to bring it up to its nominal 
strength. On June 30, 1880. the total strength 
was 11,448, leaving the number of existing va- 
eancies on that date only 48, 


THe Campbellite church at Washington is a 
smali and mean structure, In anticipation of 
Garfleld’s worship drawing a crowd, an en- 
largement is talked of, The Foundry Meihod- 
ist church, where Bayes did his worshiping, 
will now lose its chief attraction for visitors. 


PRESIDENT ExtoT has gent to the parents of 
Harvard undergraduates an inquiry whether 
their sons hav been accustomed to attend 
prayers at home, and requesting opinions 
on compulsory attendance in the chapel, This 
isa possible preliminary to making religious 
worship voluntary at Harvard, 


THE Ripublican party in ‘Italy has grown 
very aggressiv recently under the stimulus of 
Garibaldi’s pronunelamentos; but its more 
moderate leaders, chief among whom is Aurelio 
Saffi, are in favor of dilatory and legal action 
exelusivly. The program of the radical is, 
"No king on earth or in heaven." 


Foug negroes were found in an Alabama 
graveyard going through with mummeries 
which they thought were to giv them certain 
magical powers. One was on his knees pray- 
ing at the head of a grave, another was on his 
knees cursing at the foot, and the other two 
were playing a game of cards in the center, 


ANOTHER Roman Catholic priest, the Abbe de 
Biegy,has gone over tothe new faith of Hya- 
einthe Loyson. This is the third French priest 
converted to the Gallican church during the 
past month; buta priest who joined M. Loyson 
at an earlier date, and afterward brougbt an 
unsuccessful action against him, has returned 
to the Roman fold. 


PRINCE BisMAROK has sent a commission to 


* Alsace to study the condition of the workmen 


there, esp- cially with regard to their dwellings, 
which are somewhat on the English cottage 
principle, every man living in his own house. 
This system seems to bain favor with the Ohan- 
eellor, who wishes it to be introduced all over 
Germany by government help. 


THE church is now suffering severely from 


` the disingenuousnegs and cowardice of preach- 


ers who areserving unter i's colors when they 
belong to the army of Infidelity. Taey are 
afraid to express their honest opinions in pub- 
lie, for they wish to keep their places, and they 
therefore preach a milk-and-water religion 
which reduces their congregations to the verge 
ofspiritual starvation.—Sun, 


Tun partnership of the French Rothschilds, 
which expired on Oct. 1st, has been renewed, It 
isto end in 1905. The eapital of the house is 
fixed at two milion pounds sterling. Barons 
Alphonse, Gustave, and Edmond Rothschild 
are each to furnish one-third. The registration 
of the deed of partnership cost sixty-two thou- 
sand francs, 


Pant of a graveyard at Morehead, Kentucky, 
was destroyed in building a railroad, and in- 
dignant ghosts from the disturbed e-füns hav 
taken possession of the station house which 
stands on the spot. Sosy the ticket agent and 
other employees, at least, and -they hay proved 
theic sincerity by iesigaing theiz positions, 


his astronomical photography with great suc- 
cess. He has exchanged his twelve-inch tele- 
scope for an eleven-inch one, with a photo- 
graphic correcting lens by Olark, which per- 
forms admirably. He has succeeded in obtain- 
ing photographs of Polaris and Venus, with 
their so-called companions, little stars very 
near the large ones; also of Jupiter and his 
satellites. In the case of Vega, the image of 
the companion was brought out satisfactorily 
by twenty minutes’ exposure, using a dry-plate 
process. 


M, M. Pomeroy is to erect a handsome, mod- 
ern style, business block in Denver the coming 
year. It will be built of stone and brick, with 
an iron front. Siz»100 feet front by 120 feet 
deep, with 80 by 120 feet of the second and third 
story to be made into a handsome lecture- 
room,to be known as Liberal Hall, and dedi- 
cated to freethought and free speech, In this 
temple of liberty, men and women who hav 
anything to say can say it; and if old, worn-out 
creeds cannot stand the racket, let them fall.— 
Great West. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER is one of the best of Lib- 
eral papers, and goes courageously on its way 
in spite of all obstacles, It believes that mor- 
tals bav their hands full to get through this 
world without bothering about a hereafter, It 
goes for hcnesty, truth. good morals, and swal- 
lows none of the superb natural ronsense 
known as "religion," but practices the religion 
of doing right here instead of doing wrong and 
depending on a pardon in an unknown world. 
The paper is a large, sixteen-page weekly. 
Terms, $3 a year, Itis worth reading, and will 
guit a good many.—Star Spangled Banner, 


In Roumelia the rose harvest is reported to 
hav been an exceedingly abundant one this 
year, the value of the total yield exceeding, it is 
estimated, one million francs, The richest har- 
vest of late years, however, was in 1876, when 
3,300 pounds of attar of roses, of the value of 
932,017 francs, was exported from Philippopolis 
alone. The attar is principally exported to 
France, Austria, America, and Germany, Eng- 
land obtaining what she requires from India, 
The French scent manufacturers, and especial- 
ly the Parisian, buy the finest qualities of attar, 
while the second qualities are mostly sent to 
kussia and Austria. 


THE Rev. Dr. Cuyler says, in the Congrega- 
tionalist, that a vital question is the small at- 
tendance at religious services. “It requires 
but half sn eyeto discover the alarming fact 
that this attendance is steadily falling off, both 
in the cities and in the country, both at the 
East and in the West. Forty years ago it was 
Claimed that: one-half of the population of the 
eity of New York were either wholly or partial- 
ly connected with seme Protestant congrega- 
tion. Now only one-fourth of the population 
are ever seen in any Protestant place of wor- 
Ship," Dr, Cuyler adds that on the first Sunday 
‘in October the fifteen most popular churches in 
this city, capable of seating 20,000 persons, held 
only 10,500, 


Ir apvears by an Odessa circular that the 
total stock of wheat in that market is elghiy 
thousand quarters, whereas, to keep tha mill 
going until the opening of the navigation in 
March, no fewer than 600,C00 are required, Rus- 
l sia. which ordinarily exports 40.000.000 quar- 
ters, will now hav to buy grain. The Golos 
gloomily points out that there is smal! grounds 
for looking forward with any degree of confi 
deucs to a good harvest in the future, Tae 
tbousands of insect pests which, aided by im- 
providence and the communal system, hav 
brought things to their present pass, hav defled 
the efforts made to exterminate them, and lie 
safely hidden under the snow until spring en- 
Í ables them to resume their destructiy work, 
The Golos puts the expenditure of Russia this 
; Year at 26 813,461 roubles over the revenue. 
Things are altogether in a poor plight there, 


A NEW musical instrument has been invented 
by a Russian peasant, The York house papers 
say itis composed of a framework sustaining 
&number of wheels, with rims so grooved and 
i notched as to make a humming noise when 
| rapidly revolved. Each wheel sounds a diffur- 
_ ent note, and as the required rate of revolution 
cannot be immediately attained or discontin- 
* ued, many remarkable effects may be produced, 


| Which with the peculiar timbre of the insiru- 


2 


Da. HENRY Drapes has lately been pushing : renders ths invention a decided addition 
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to the musical world. It is known in Moscow 
88 the kalophone, and is shortly to be exhibited 
in Paris and London. 


THE Christian Advocate and Zion’s Herald are 
enjoying a spirited discussion us to whether 
the Methodists of Saratoga were right or wrong 
in letting the Unitarians use their church for 
the Annual Council. The Advocate sees in this 
liberality with the church building the entering 
wedge of a looseness which will some day allow 
the Unitarians to uee Methodist churches on 
Sundays, The controversy waxes hot, Both 
papers seem to hav forgotten that when the 
Methodists hold their general conferences they 
hire all the biggest theaters they can procure, 
and that in the case of the recent conference at 
OIneinnati an Infidel lecture from Ool, Inger- 
soll was sandwiched in on Sunday evening, 
when the Methodists used the building on Bat- 
urday and on Monday, 


THERE ls a brisk and busy breeze in what was 
the Presbyterian church at Dunkirk, of which 
the Rev. Mr. Adams is or was pastor. The 
Presbytery deposed Mr, Adams for heresy, and 
declared his pulpit empty. A majority of the 
congregation stood by Mr. Adams, and said 
that the pulpit was not vacant at a)l and should 
not be as long as they could get Mr. Adams to 
remain in it. The minority has baen declared 
by the Presbytery to be the Presbyterian church 
and to havaright to the property. Thus the 
church is dividsad against itself. The Adams 
party holds possession, and ox-brother Adams 
is to preach regularly until further notice, 
Litigation will at once commence in a elvi) 
court with a view of finding out the real owner 
or owners, The wealth of the church belongs 
to the Adams party, 


THE question of corporal punishment in the 
publite schools his arisen anew in Boston, The 
superintendent says: '' Teachers of both sexes 
use personal violence with their pupils in such 
forms and such frequency that the facts if pub- 
lished would cause unpleasantness. Some put 
children into painful and even dangerous posi- 
tions; some shake them at times with such 
roughness as to tear their clothing, while many 
still apply the’ rattan as freely as if it were a 
feather, and strike not merely the hand, but the 
head and body. Within the last month or two 
some piteous cases hay been reported to me by 
parents whose children had suffered. The 
monthly reports of some grammar schools 
come in ringing with the echoes of the blows.” 
A committee ex mined into the sukjact,and a 
majority reported in favor of dismissing teach- 
ers who inflicted whipping, except on boys in 
the grammar departments, 


THE present standing of the Rov. Hiram W. 
Thomas in the Rock River Conference of the 
Methodist Eplscopal church is an ecclesiastical 
curiosity. Heis a minister in good standing. 
for he has nelther been tried nor disciplined. 
On account of the questions raised as to his 
alleged heterodoxy, he was not assigned to a 
pastorate at the recent meeting of Conference, 
and he is therefore free to do as he pleases with 
his time and effort. His brethren want to try 
him for heresy, but cannot formulate charges 
with sufficient exactness, as it seems Impos- 
sible for them to find in his sermons the declar- 
ations which are heretical., When they exam- 
ined into his ease last year they passed a reso- 
lution which was in effect “* Not guilty, but don't 
do it again." Then they thought that by this 
time something wou!d arise which would more 
definitly pronounce him heterodox, so that rad- 
ical ectlon might be tuken, It was found im- 
possible to try Mr. Thomas for heresy at the 
meeting of Conference, and so a resolution was 
passed asking him to step out. He declined to 
step out until som3 better cause should be 
shown than had yet appeared. He announced 
himself willing to stand trial, and to abide by 
the result, For this the brethren of the Confer- 
ence were not ready. Mr. Thomas is too activ 
a man to remain idle aad quietly await the de- 
velopments of another year.  Taerefore he 
makes the best use of the liber.y whick the 
Conference bas given him, aud accapts the in- 
vitation which has been made him by a new in- 
dependant church which is tormed of his 
friends and followers. There is little doubt 
that his preaching wiil be closely watched by 
his brethren, who are 80 anxious to find out 
officially whether he is as heretic or as ortho- 
dox as themselvs. 


Events of the Week. 


SEVERAL cases of small pox &re reported from 
Brooklyn, 

TzuEepizooty is traveling westward, Denver 
has.it bad. 


SPRINGFIELD, Ill, had four inches of enow a 
few days ago. 

Tim Australian Exhibition at Melbourne was 
opened on Ostober 5:h. 


GEN. GARIBALDI is very ill, and his death is 
momentarily expected, 


D. M. BENNETT arrived home from Europe on 
the Gallia on Monday evening. 


Tur last steamer from San Franolseo for 
Ohina took home 850 Chinamen. 


A woMAN at E!lenville, N. Y., aged 111 years, 
starved to death a few days ago, 


ANOTHER revolt against English authority 
has been begun in South Africa, 


A LARGE fire in Dover, N. H.. on the Tth, de- 
stroyed $35,000 worth of property. 


Denis KEARNEY has retired permanently 
from politics, He says it has ceased to pay. 


AN Episcopal Sister of Charity was shot in 
the streets of this city a few days ago by an in- 
sane man, 


Four blocks in the business portion of Water- 
ford, Onvario, were burnt on the sih, Loss 
fully $160,C00, 


A SERIOUS anti-Ohinese riot occurred recently 
at Denver, Oolorado, Many of the rioters hav 
been arrested. 


Mayon KALL^OH, of Ban Franciscos. a olergy- 
man, has been arrested on a charge of having 
accepted bribes. 


AN engineor and a brakeman were killed by a 
collision caused by a misplaced switch on the 
5.h at Jersey city. 


A MAN in Pennsylvania ha: just ended alaw- 
suit of forty-two years’ standing, recovering 
six cents damages. 


THe Russian grain crop this season has been 
afallure, and American wheat is in demand 
among the Russians, 


RoWELL was the winner of the recent interna- 
tional pedestrian contest in London, making 
566 miles in six days. 

Tar expulsion of the non-authoriz3d relig- 
ious o:dars from France was completed on the 
6:h. Force had to be used in many instances, 


Seven hundred cana! boats which were de» - 
tained on the Delaware and Hudson Oanal by 
low water were started on their way rejoicing 
by the recent heavy ralns, 


By the caving of a well at Smithtown. Long 
Island, on the 34, a well-digger was buried in 
the bottom of the well, but he was rescued alive ` 
after an entombment of thirty-nine hours. 


Tar steamer Rhode Island, bound from this 
city to Providence, went ashore oa the night of 
the 6h, and will prove a total loss. She had on 
board more than two hundred persons, all of 
whom were saved. 


BARA BERNHARDT, the famous French actregs, 
made her firat appearance in this country on 
Monday night laat. at Booth’a Theater, in this 
city. Seats at her initial performance brought 
as high as twenty dollars. 


SEVERAL hundred Mormon converts arrived 
in this eity from Exrope afew days ago. The 
Mormon miseicnaries appear to be making 
more converts at present than those of any 
other creed. but they offer better inducements. 


THE result of the election is that Garfleld will 
be our next President, A very large vote was 
polled, and the election was a close one. Fraud, 
eorruption,&nd colonization of voters is charged 
upon the Rapublicans by the Damocrats, but 
how true it is remains to be seen, 


A WEALTHY young German, at Batesville, O., 
recently murdered his wife and child and two 
other persons, and attempted to kill another, 
He then tried to commit suicide, cuttingan ugly ` 
gash in his throat, but he was discovered in 
time to gave his lite for the gallows, ` He claims 
to hay been drunk at the lime, 
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vouchsafed to the devout worshipers. Six tomb- 
stones before this altar record the names of six more 
noted archbishops who long since did holy service in 
this most holy temple. . 
The next chapel belongs to St. Catherine, and. is 
noted for its singular Gothic style, and a great num- 
ber of small statues. On each stand two larger 
statues, one of St. Jerome and the other a holy 
archbishop, with monuments and inscriptions too 
tedious io mention or to read, The next altar 
belongs to St. Ambrose himself, and has a picture 
which represents the Emperor Theodosius imploring 
from the saint absolution from the ecclesiastical 
censure. In the next chapel is a vivid representa- 
tion of the wedding of the Virgin, which there is no 
account of ever having taken place, as she was only 
espoused, and not fully married, There are also 
highly prized statues of saints and prophets. In the 
next chapel is the veritable wooden crucifix which 
St. Charles carried in procession in 1576 when the 
plague was most destructive and deadly. Whether 
it proved a sovereign remedy and made the services 
of physicians of no value is not stated. Here are 
also the statues of the kind-hearted Mary Magdalen 
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Among the fine statuary are representations of 
: Prudence and Fame, which I thought quite as com- 
mendable as all saints and dying gods. Not very 
: far along are statues of the four cardinal virtues 
placed alternate, between bas-reliefs—Prudence, Jus- 
tice, Temperance, and Firmness. Between two of the 
altars is the statue of St. Bartholomew, tlayed, car- 
rying his own skin upon his shoulders. As an anato- 
mical work it does exceedingly well, but the idea of 
the subject is horrible. The artist who executed 
this one statue worked eight years upon it, From 
this some idea may be had of the five thousand stat- 
ues and carved figures in bas-relief which adorn 
the exterior and interior of this Christian temple. 
The bas-reliefs in the next chapel, of the martyrdom 
of St. Agnes, and the statues of St. Satyr and St. 
Ambrose, are much admired as works of art ; and 
the altar-table is a masterpiece .by Giovanni 
Strazza. In the next chapel hangs a picture repre- 
sentation of the annunciation, a gift from Francisco 
. Medici, duke of Tuscany. 
In the southern vestry, the door of which is dec- 
' orated with Gothic ornaments, forming six lateral 
partitions, and three in the middle, are six bas- 
reliefs of an old work representing “the annanci- 
. ation,” “the visitation,” “the adoration,” the 
presentation,” “the flight to Egypt, and “the car- 
. nage of the helpless infants by Herod.” In the 
center are “the deposition,” the Virgin with child, 
and another virgin ready to protect the Virgin and 
child. After the vestry comes another image of the 
. Virgin del soccorso, aud above it a sitting statue of 
Pope Martin V., who, by the by, was rather a 
` bloodly, cruel old fellow. Then comes a splendid 
monument, all in black marble, save the statues, 
which are white, by Busti. The six statues which 
decorate this mausoleum are, the cardinal dying in 
his pontifical dress, the Savior, St. Hierome, St. 
Paul, St. Peter, and St. Ambrosius. On the cornice, 
for a rarity, is the Virgin and the child Jesus. On 
the base of the tomb is an elaborate inscription. 
Near here are the principal confessionals of the 
cathedral, beautifully and elaborately carved in oak. 

The three very large stained glass windows in the 
angles back of the large main altar are very splen- 
did. They are composed of some 144 large plates 
of glass each, set in a huge sash, and each plate— 
some old and some new-—having a distinct design, 
taken principally from Bible stories and church tradi- 
tions. As absurd as the whole thing is, it is an 
interesting study to stand and look them over and 
realize what the art and industry of man has accom- 

_ plished. On each side of the center window are 
engraved on a black tablet the names of the numer- 
ous relics and saints’ bodies worshiped and buried 
in the temple. Among other numerous dignitaries 
honored, whose names even I will not take the time 
to mention, is that of Giovanni Pietro Carcano, who. 
gave 230,000 scudi toward the completion of the 
front of the cathedral. Almost anybody could be 
gratefully remembered who would make such a gen- 
erous donation. 

We will pass unmentioned several more chapels, 
altars, tombs, statues of saints, bas-reliefs, paint- 
ings, inscriptions, and merely notice the superb altar 
in one of the following chapels, decorated with six 
splendid bas-reliefs of, I. Jesus in the stable; 
IL Jesus disputing with the doctors; IIL Jesus at 
the wedding of Cana; IV. The nativity of the 
blessed Virgin ; V. The presentation to the temple ; 
VI. Mary's virgin wedding. The four major 
prophets in statue stand between the bas-reliefs. 
The altar is rich with statues, among which again 
for another rarity are the holy Virgin and the 
infant Savior of the world in her arms. In a niche 
is the Virgin in her celebrated first act, her inter- 
view with the angel Gabriel, who, according to 
Luke (who did not know anything about it), told 
her just how it would all be when the Holy Ghost 
made his intended call upon her. On the outward 
great pillars is the tabernacle in gilt bronze. "There 
is also a splendid bronze altarpiece, just once more 

iving an accurate representation of the blessed 
irgin, and also two scripture pieces. This is onl 
uncovered on holidays, when an extra treat is 


and Bible worthies. 

Near this point is the large and splendid mauso- 
leum of three more archbishops, with a due amount 
of inscriptions. On the wall near by are eight 
apostles in Verona marble, which are of an old date. 
In this neighborhood is a bas-relief of a person 
who may have been mentioned before, who was 
called the Virgin Mary. Among the remaining side 
ornamentations may be mentioned four splendid 
columns with bronze capitals, supporting a cornice 
in the shape of a tabernacle. In the center is a 
rare and precious urn of porphyry, whieh now con- 
tains the baptismal waters, and in olden times served 
as the grave of St. Dionysius and other saints. The 
painted glass of the balconies represents St; Ambrose 
when he was proclaimed archbishop of Milan, and 
St. Thecla amongst the lions, before her martyrdom, 

The high altar is yet to be described. It is at 
the end of the naves opposite to the entrance, and 
within fifteen or twenty feet of the outer wall. It 
and the floor are large enough to hold four or five 
hundred people, and are elevated six or eight feet 
higher than the main floor of the cathedral, allowing 
under it room for private chapels, etc. Doors and 
windows around on the outside let light and air into 
these lower chapels, and allow one to look in as 
they pass around. Long marble steps lead up to 
the altar floor, which is also marble of different 
colors laid in mosaic work, At each end of the 
steps, and elevated perhaps ten feet above the altar 
floor, is an elaborate pulpit of extraordinary work- 
manship, bearing on the great pillars which support 
the great cupola. They are each supported or held 
up by beautiful caryatides in bronze, representing, 
under the right hand pulpit, the four doctors of the 
holy church, and under the left, the four evangelists, 
The parapets of the pulpits are entirely covered 
with gilt and silver plates, on which the extolled 
artificer Andrea Pellizono chiseled historical and 
other ornamentations, 

The vault of the high altar, that is the arch 
immediately over it, is painted a chiaro scuro upon 
a very rich gilt ground. On it is also to be seen a 
niche formed by rays of gilt copper, which contains 
the holy nail (one of those used in nailing Jesus 
to the cross). This is a most precious relic, 
and would probably not be sold for half what the 
cathedral cost. At a short distance suspended from 
the vault is a chandelier in Gothic style, and singu- 
lar shape, decorated with small gilt bronze statues. 
It is used to support the paschal candle. 

The choir is divided into two parts. The first is 
arrived at by five steps; above them is a balustrade 
of marble ; the other part, called the presbyterium, 
is separated from the latter by another balustrade, 
raised higher by six steps. 
walnut, set in order around the choir, are richly 
carved and embellished with exquisite artistic skill, 


several others of the old archbishops of this cathe- 
dral. 


besques. 


ornamenís. 


and eight angels with the symbol of the passion. 
Through a few steps in the rear the dome is entered, 
where four kneeling angels support the tabernacle 
in form of a tower. The twelve apostles decorate 
the upper part of the tabernacle, and in the midst is 
the statue of Jesus. Many bas-reliefs adorn the cir- 
cumference beneath. The outside of the choir is 
round, decorated with seventeen bas-reliefs, all of 


ri 


A 


and Martha, who I fear are somewhat neglected.. 
In addition are other statues of distinguished saints 


The pews are of black 


representing events in the life of St. Ambrose and 


In the first two intercolumns of the choir are 
two organs, enriched with columns and bas-reliefs of 
gilt wood, the parapets of which toward the naves 
are of Carrara marble, exquisitely wrought in ara- 
In the center of the second is the high 
altar, the small dome of which is supported by sight 
fluted columns of gilt bronze, supported at the base 
by metal adorned with relieved figures and various: 
The small dome, likewise of bronze, is 
decorated with nine statues representing the Savior 


the finest composition. 1 is the nativity of the/all, and all of beautiful white marble. 
Blessed Virgin; 2, the presentation to the temple;'!for a moment of the immense amount of work.ex- 


8, the marriage of the Virgin; 4, the annunciation; ' pended in the ornamentation of the roof, 


5, the visitation; 6, the angel and St. Joseph; 7, the 
nativity of Jesus.Christ; 8, the circumeision; 9, the 
flight into Egypt; 10, Jesus in the temple among 
the doctors; 11, the wedding feast in Cana; 12, the 
crucifixion; 18, the. deposition from the cross; 14, 
the apparition of Jesus; 15, the death of the holy 
Virgin; 16, the assumption of the blessed Virgin; 
17, Virgin Mary's incarnation. The bas-reliefs are 
divided by thirty-two angels. The most remarkable 
among this troop of angels is the one representing 
the annunciation, Among the ten symbols are a palm 
tree, a plum tree, the tower of David, a lemon tree, 
ete. 

Opposite the two sacristies is a railing through 
which by means of a staircase descent is made to the 
subterranean chapels. It is scarcely necessary to 
describe these lower chapels; suffice it to say they 
are fitted up in the most approved gospel style and 
duly ornamented with statues, bas-reliefs, and paint- 
ings of the Virgin, of the dead God, numerous 
saints, and all the rest of the pious dignitaries. The 


most important, however, among these private 


chapels is that containing the tomb of rock crystal 
richly ornamented with silver trimmings and carved 
work, containing the remains of St. Charles Borro- 
meo. This chapel is immediately iu front of the 
floor upon which is the high altar, and is reached 
by a descent of nine steps from the other subterra- 
nean chapels, when is reached a spacious gallery, all 
lined with the finest marbles, and a portal which is 
adorned with beautiful columns, the capitals and 
bases of which are richly gilt. The tomb . of 
the saint is octagonal in form. The ceiling. is 
adorned with eight massive silver bas-reliefs, "the 
subjects being marked events in the saint’s life—his 
birth at Arona; the provincial council over which 
he presided; the distribution of money by the sale 
of his princedom at Oria; the administration -of 
baptism and chrism to those dying of the plague; the 
attemped murder against the saint during prayer; 
the saint himself carryivg in procession the bust of 
St. Bamaba during the plague; his death; his canon- 
ization. The eight busts or caryatides in the angles 
around, also of massive silver, represent allegori- 
cally his virtues. In addition to the silver mounting 
of the rock crystal tomb containing the saint’s 
remains are à great number of small silver statues, 
the whole being a gift from Philip IV. of Spain. 
Across the glass may be seen the saint's body in his 
pontifical dress, On his left hand stands a pastoral 
golden staff, full of precious stones, of which a great 
quantity glitter also in front of the chasuble. A 
very splendid cross of emeralda and diamonds hangs 
in the center of the shrine. "These valuables are the 
presents of different dukes, dignitaries, and wealthy 
individuals. The whole value of this chapel is esti- 
mated at four million francs, 

In the meridional sacristy are kept the rest of the 
ancient and richest treasures of the cathedral, con- 
sisting of two colossal statues of St. Charles and St. 
Ambrose, all of silver, clad in their pontifical gar- 
ments, and elegantly studded with a great number 
of precious stones; several silver busts, shrines, 
chalices of massive gold and silver, silver lamps, 
silver candlesticks, and an endless quantity of pre- 
cious objects remarkable for their antiquity. In the 
same sacristy are also a large number of very rich 


‘sacerdotal and altar ornaments embroidered in gold 


and silver. Among the numerous altarpieces are 
an embroidery representing the nativity of the Vir- 
gin, the next the deposition, and a present from 
Count Taverna, It is of silver, and weighs 111 
pounds. Three thousand bas-reliefs adorn it, some 
of which have been greatly admired. 

Such is an imperfect description of the exterior 
and interior of the cathedral. Now for the roof, 
which is a study and a marvel within itself. One 
hundred and sixty steps take one to the roof, and 
486 in all take one to the highest elevation in the 
spire, the platform of the great cupola. We paid 
the usual charge for the ascension, and gave two 
francs to a guide who could talk English somewhat 
to accompany us up and explain all about things, 
Upon arriving on the roof one is struck with admi- 
ration and bewilderment at the amount of artistic 
work there spread before the view—an endless num- 
ber of statues and bas-reliefs executed by distin- 
guished artists, prominent among whom was Can- 
ova, who himself executed many of them. Besides 
the main spire, there are 136 other separate spires of 
sculptured marble, exquisitely cut in openwork, to 
the hight of forty feet, or perhaps more, from the 
roof. Each spire is ornamented with twenty-five 
statues, many of them considered in the highest 
style of art. The bas-reliefs up there are also 
numerous and fine. As wonderful as any part of 
the work are the sculptures called the Botanical 
Garden. Every twelve or fifteen feet the whole 
length of the cathedral, running up and down the 
roof,is what may be called a marble railing, with 
little posts or spires in the railings, on the top of: 
which is carved some variety of flower or fruit. 
There are one thousand of these posts, or little 
spires, on each side of the roof, or two thousand in 
Just think 
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. flowers and fruits are well cut, and it is easy to tell i 


the roses, the lilies, the dahlias, the grapes, peaches, 
apples, pears, and oranges, as they shoot up like a 
miniature white forest all over that immense roof. 
The work connected with each one of those little 
spires must have required weeks of patient skilled 
labor. The larger spires were still more wonderful, 
containing niches or openings for all those statues, 
the largest being at the top, thus for a century or 

. more proudly piercing the sky at a distance of over 
two hundred feet from the ground, I can give you 
no adequate idea of the sculptured scroll or lace-like 
work which accompanies every feot of the work at 
that high altitude. It is indeed most wonderful. 
The two turrets, in which are stairways leading to 
the cupola, are also replete with intricate carving in 
‘marble, . 

'  "Theroof itself is also of marble, made of slabs 
of uniform size, say fifteen by thirty inches, and two 
inches thick, lapped much like shingles. It is per- 
fectly tight, and I cannot see why it should not 
lagt till Gabriel blows his horn. The joints of the 
handreds of thousands of pieces of marble compos- 
ing this extensive structure are all laid in lead and 
locked together with clamps of iron bars about five- 
eighta of an inch square. The guide told me that 
four hundred tons of lead were thus used in the con- 
struction of the edifice, and two hundred tons of 
iron bars to lock the whole together. I tell you it 
is immense. One hundred and eighty-two archi- 
tects and engineers were employed in the con- 
struction of this godly temple, running from the 
year 1887 to 1877, a period of nearly five huu- 
dred years, during which the construction has been 
going on. The names and ‘periods of all these are 
given, but not the tens of thousands of artists and 
laborers who gave their strength and lives even in 
the construction of this wonderful edifice, which 
beats the mythical Solomon’s temple far out of 
sight and remembrance, . . 

There is one principal drawback in connection 
with white marble for a building material. It looks 
very nice and white while new, or when not more 
'than fifty or one hundred years old, but after that 

time it shows age and grows black ; thus the older 
parts of the exterior of this cathedral look dark and 
dingy, which detracts greatly from the clear, beauti- 
ful appearance of new, white marble. . 

I trust you will pardon me if I have been tedious 
in the details I have given. Thia is one of the most 
remarkable cathedrals in the world, and I. thought 
you ought to know something of what an expensive 
first-class house of God, as approved by his church, 
is. You may not all be as fortunate as I have been 

. to seeit,and I wanted to give you some idea of 
what it is. . 

'The most beautiful sight of all was from the high 
elevation I reached in elimbing those 486 steps to 
the platform of the cupola, I had not only a most 
splendid bird's-eye view of the beautiful city spread 
out like a panorama below me, but also of the lovely 
country of Lombardy, laid out like a huge map at 
my feet, comprising thousands of farms, vineyards, 
and: plantations for fifty miles in every direction, 
and more particularly the mountains of the Tyrol 
more than fifty miles away, and also the hoary heads 
of ld Mont Blanc, with its eternal snows, one hun- 
dred miles to the north. That view was more than 
worth the 2 1-2 francs I gave to climb those steps 
and for my guide. I cannot soon forget that beau- 
tiful picture. f ee 

WhenI descended, the guide was very willing that 
I should pay 5 1-2 francs to go down into the private 
chapel and look at the rock crystal tomb of St. 
Charles Borromeo, which I hav given you a descrip- 
tion of; but I told him I feared 1 could not make the 
sight worth that much to me, and that I would have 
to deprive myself of that exquisite pleasure. I was 
glad afterward that I so decided, for I obtained just 

as good a view as I wanted of it for nothing. A 
party paid the price, and a guide with lighted can- 
dles went into the costly chapel, and as I was stand- 
ing by the curious open iron screen work which is 
over the openings to it directly before the high, 
grand altar, I had a fine view of it, so that 5 1-2 
franos were saved to put into the cash boxes when 
the priests and attendants bring them around to 
gather up a few centessimi for the Lord to use in 
his business. 

About this time, and after I had seen about all the 
sights connected with the cathedral, I attended 
divine service at the high altar. 
about trying, Yankee-like, to see what I could dis- 
cover, I heard a big cow bell ring, away up high 


in the vaulted arch—at least it sounded a good deal, 


like a cow bell—and soon about dozen priests, old 
and young, came out of one of the private rooms of 
the temple in Indian file, and I said to myself, 
« Hallo! here is a change in the programme ; we 
are to have some religious ceremonies. 
not overstocked with religion, and I guess I will take 
a little while I have so good a chance to get it cheap.” 
So with several other spectators, I took a seat 
upon the elevated floor of the high altar and was 
ready for anything the good Lord saw fit to 
' vouchsafe to me, @ poor sinner. 


~ bad black gowns on, with s pight 


As I was poking | 


I am; 


"The priests all | 
shirt with a fringe. 


oflace-work at the bottom over the black ‘gown. 
One of the oldest had on an extra attachment, but as 
sure as the world I have forgotten the name of it, I 
fear lam getting rusty in religious. nomenclature. 
You see, I have not seen an English diotionary since 
I left Tux Taura SEEKER office. My mind has 
been filled with various affairs, and for the life of 
me I cannot remember the name of the over*garment 
a priest wears when he performs or celebrates mass 
before the high altar. The names alb, chasuble, 
surplice, cope, crozier, tunic, dalmatica, chalice, and 
several other words just as pretty are galloping 
through my mind, but I fear none of them is just the 
thing for this occasion, so if you think it is not ir- 
reverent I will use the familiar term, horse-blanket. 
But, understand, it was none of your common horse- 
blankets, but of a bright scarlet color with spangles 
on it, with wide stripes of gold running the whole 
length of it, with a great big cross that came square 
down the good priest’s back, This blanket was not 
so wide as a large horse-blanket, but nearly three 
feet wide, with a hole in the center large enough 
for the priest tostick his head through. When he has 
this on he is supposed to be duly equipped to serve 
before the. altar in the holy temple, and if not, not. 
If makes him look very imposing, I assure you. 
Well, those priests marched up on to thefloor before 
the high altar, and arranged themselves according to 
Hoyle or Pius or Loyola, Leo, or some other law- 
giver, some in front of the altar, some at the side, 
and some behind it. Then the old priest with the 
horse-blanket on commenced to chant holy sentences 
in Latin, and some of the younger priests with the 
night-shirts on, behind the altar, came in with the 
refrain and furnished the chorus. The priest with 
the horse-blanket on gave them their lessons in 
chanting and they either repeated whathe chanted or 
came in with other sentences, which were either a 
counterpart to what he had chanted or a reply to it. 
Sometimes they all chanted together, and at other 
times, after the old priest with the horse-blanket had 
chanted something extra nice, the choir, up in the 
gallery, before the big organ—some twelve or fifteen 
of them with night-shirts on—came in with a splen- 
did chorus or repetition as the case may be. They 
were capital singers—you know there are no better 
singers than the Italians; all our great opera singers 
are imported from this country-—and that big old 
organ came in with thunder tones and made the 
entire cathedral ring, reverberate, and echo, as it has 
done thousands of times before. I enjoyed the 
music hugely and felt as though I was becoming 
quite religious. When the choir had finished then 
a small bell, not the cow bell, rang, and one of the 
younger priests took a great big book in Latin, and 
took it from one side of the altar and placed it on 
the other side of. the altar, and the priest with the 
horse-blanket turned his face toward us of the 
audience and made a few pious motions with his 
hands and then went before the big book and 
chanted much more from it, and all the others 
helped him, and then the old organ roared again 
and the choir gave us some of the best music they 
had in their reportoire, and so it went on over half 
an hour, only there were every few minutes changes 
made in the positions of the priests and holy men. 
I cannot give you all the evolutions and maneuvers 
they made, but I am sure all was according to rule. 
I liked the music far the best, although the chant- 
ing is rather monotonous, only three or four differ- 
ent notes being used. I will say again, the music 
was excellent. f 
Well, at the proper time the bell rang again, not 
the cow bell, but a smaller bell, and one of the 
priestly attendants brought in the censer, with the 
holy smoke pouring from it, and the smoke smelt as 
though the gums being consumed in it were myrrh, 
frankincense, and a little copal. The young man 
swung the censer around for a while when he 
handed it to the old priest with the horse-blanket, 
and he smudged the altar, the images on it, the cross 
with the dying God upon it, the eight candles, six 
feet high, which were standing on the altar, and 
which, I forgot to say, were burning, though it was 
in the middle of the afternoon, and it was not dark 
then at all. He swung the censer vigorously for 
several minutes, and sent the holy smoke all over 
every part of the altar, and purified it and made it 
acceptable to Jahveh. I inhaled a goodly portion 
of the holy smoke, and presume I was purified too. 
I don't remember as I was ever any purer than when 
I breathed in that holy smoke. When this was all 
over the censer was taken away, and then we had 
some more chanting and some more music by the 
choir. When this was done the choir took off their 
night-shirts and left the cathedral. The twelve 
priests left the altar and filed into their private 
room, and I was left to my reflections. I queried to 
myself in this wise : «What does all this rigmarole 
amount to? Is it, indeed, a sensible, useful thing 
' that these, over two dozen men, who might be use- 
; fully employed in the harvest field at digging pota- 
|toes or something of the kind, should spend this 
bright, beautiful day in getting off such balderdash 
!as this? Can it possibly be that the God of the 
ubiverse—to personalize him for the moment—who 


piled up the Alps, who spread out the vast waters 


of the ocean, who established the Andes, the Him- 
alayas; who caused Cotopaxi, Chimborazo, /Etna, 
and Vesuvius to belch and burn; who is the author 
of the millions of suns, stars, and worlds which 
course and revolve throughout endless space—can 
it be that God, the only God that has any existence, . 
is for one moment pleased, benefited, or edified by 
such insipid nonsense?” ‘No, no,” I replied, “he 
takes no pleasure, no interest, in anything of the. 
kind.” Still regarding him for the moment as a 
person, “I am sure he takes no pleasure in this vast 
pile of marble, gilt statues, fine paintings, etc., so 
far as he is concerned, He takes more pleasure in 
the happy, humble home of the peasant who gains 
his bread by honest toil, and who thus helps in 
doing the world some good, than in all this flum- 
mery and sham.” This matter being thus definitely 
settled, I left this most pretentious edifice to hunt 
up the other works of men about the city. 

Ishould say here that there are many very fine 
churches in Milan, probably two hundred, all be- - 
longing to specified saints, and probably two thou- 
Sand priests, but I only visited some half a dozen of 
them, and as I have given you such a tedious detail 
of the cathedral, I am sure you will excuse me from 
describing the others. They are all gotten up dif- 
ferently, no two just alike, but still with a general 
similarity—the same altars, chapels, high vaulted 
arches, holy virgins, dying gods, sorrowful saints, 
holy candles, holy water, statues, bas-reliefs, paint- 
ings, confessionals, devotees kneeling before some 
image or painting and crossing themselves, and all 
the rest of it. Every church has several priests, 
who have no work to do other than to help God do 
his. If all this isof any use to him I am glad of it ; 
but in view of the millions that have been spent in 
Milan alone for houses for God and men to attend 
to do his work, and the thousands of millions that 
have similarly been spent and are spent in other 
cities, it seems like a great pity that God's business 
is so expensive and that it requires so many able- 
bodied, hearty men to help him. s n 

Milan has also royal and ducal palaces and public 
buildings. It has a publie library and picture gal- 
leries worthy your attention, but I have already kept 
you in the city too long, and we will soon leave it. 
I ought to mention a beautiful place, the name of 
which, however, Y will not be able to give you. 
The French call them galleries, and we call them 
arcades. This in Milan is a double one, four or five 
hundred feet one way, and three hundred the other, 
the two crossing at right angles, with a beautiful 
high dome at the crossing, all under a glass roof, 
with stores on either side, with two stories for 
offices, etc., above. The rows of stores are about 
seventy-five feet apart. Under the dome are a large 
number of statues of distinguished men of Italy, 
arranged over the lower story, so as to present a 
very imposing and magnificent appearance. The 
whole is very showy and attractive. The town is 
suitably supplied with theaters and places of amuse- 
ment. 

Before we leave Milan I should repeat what has 
been said before about the ladies of this city; they 
possess the true Lombard style of beauty, fair and 
gentle, as seen in the Madonnas of Raphael and Da 
Vinci, The middle and lower classes wear black lace 
veils, and present a neat appearance. I noticed 
here a new style of wooden shoes which the women - 
wear. They have wooden soles and heels only, the 
latter being very high. They have vamps only with 
quarters, and are worn like an old slipper, and the 
way the women go clattering about the streets with 
their wooden heels rattling along is very observable. 
I noticed also in the windows of the shoe stores 
many of the very old-fashioned high-heeled shoes, 
with a wooden part for the heel, neatly covered 
with leather, as were made two hundred years ago, 
and like what I myself made at Mt. Lebanon forty 
years ago. 

I wished from Milan to visit Como and the beau- 
tiful lake by the game name, almost entirely sur- 
rounded by high hills which come down from 
the Alps, the lake where Claude Melnotte, in Bul- 
wer's play of “The Lady of Lyons," was going to 
take his lady-love—Pauline, I believe her name was 
—to spend their lives nappily together. It is doubt- 
less a lovely lake, But I remembered that Melnotte ` 
and Pauline were both mytha, and that it was hardly 
worth while to spend time to go to see even pretty 
lakes on account of any myth. Iam not much for 
myths, and so let Claude Melnotte and the beautiful 
lake of. Como pass by. 

At 5:30 P. M. the train started for Venice. The 
country is of much the same character as between 
Arona and Milan. We passed the old town of 
Verona, with 60,000 inhabitants, situated at the foot 
of the Tyrol mountains, where the plot of one of 
Shakspere's plays was located, but it was in the 
night and I did not stop to see what it looks like. 
We also passed Padua, another old town of 45,000 
inhabitants, but did not call to see them. Wa 
arrived at Venice, or Venezia, as the Italians call it, 
at a little past four in the morning, rather early for 
pleasure, Probably I will not be telling news to . 
many of you by saying that Venice is on an island, 
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The Episcopal Convention. 


placed on the calendar : 
. WnEBREAS, The work of the church of Christ and the best 
interests of Christian civilization are seriously impeded in 
one of the territories of the United States by the existence 
of polygamy, which is recognized by a large portion of the 
community as a religious institution ; and 

WHEREAS, Polygamy is not only contrary to the law of 
God, but also forbidden under severe penaltiea in the terri- 
tories of the United States by an act of Congress which has 
been declared constitutional by the Supreme Oourt of the 
United States ; therefore 

Resolved, The house of bishops consenting, that, while 
there are peculiar difficulties in the execution of this law, 
owing to religious fanaticism, doubtless oftentimes sincere, 
by which the institution of polygamy is upheld, and espe. 
cially to the fact that the interests of many innocent persons 


citizen of this republic to use his influence to aid the United 
States government to bring about, as speedily as possible, 


polygamy or bigamy in the territories of the United States. 


ing the above article Iam led to ask what right any par- 
ticular sect has to assume the credit of our modern civiliza- 
tion. This seems to be one of the things that so-called 
Christians continually advance as an argument for their 
side of the question, when the truth is that Christianity, so 
called, or any of its followers, hav had but very little to do 
with civilization. 

Still the devotees of the so-called Christian faith use this 
argument with great weight in talking to the masses of the 
people who do not stop to consider the subject. They ask 
what would we do for hospitals, insane asylums, temper- 
ance associations, benevolent societies, etc., etc., if it were 
not for Christianity, And they point to the rapid progress 
of this country as compared with pagau conntries as an evi- 
dence of the work of Christianity. They speak loudly of 
all great enterprises that are undertaken and carried on, 
‘whatsoever the direction or nature. The developing of new 
sections of country, the building of railroads—in fact they 
claim everything that is modern as emanating from Chris. 
tianity. z 

We hav for a long time remained quiet, and patiently 
watched the manner in which these self-righteous people 
conduct themselvs, having at one period of our life been 
among and of them; and on the appearance of this article 
in the secular papers, after perusal, considered it our duty 
io giv our mite toward changing the current of opinion so 
long falsely entertained by the masses of people, and giv 
some good reason, if possible, to show why this country has 
advanced so rapidly as compared with other nations, 

In the first place, we will admit that Caristians hav done 
much toward aiding modern civilization. Bat when they 
undertake to assume the entire credit of all that is good, 
charitable, grand, or beneficial, they are doing that which 
they know to be Zalse, Any intelligent person who for a 
moment stops to think will see that the discovery of the 
mariner’s compass, the invention of the printing press, and 
the discovery of the expansion of steam, added toa desire 
for conquest, gain, and information, hay been the three 
great incentivs for civilization, And in those countries 
where improvements are not fostered, where there is a lack 
of education, we also find a lack of civilization, although 
those countries are strictly under the control of the Chris- 
tian church and Christianity. Mexico, Spain, and Frauce 
are fair examples, and where do we find more ignorance and 
leas progress and civilization, and more devotion to Chris- 
tianity, than there ? 

But there are other reasons that hav weight, that lead me 
to account for the rapid strides of this country and the 
seemingly stagnant condition of other nations outside of 
Caristianity, and that ia marriage and interblending of 
nations by commingling of sexes by marriage of different 
naticns, And herein lies a strong point that I hav not the 
space at this time to elaborate, simply stating that faces of 
men are somewhat like species of grain. By long continued 
intermarrying and propagation of the species the stock runs 
out and needs a change of pollen, something after the style 
of the manner adopted to improve the wheat crops years 
ago in Australia, that had run out, or nearly so. New seed 
propagated from a few kernels of wheat found in a mummy 
in Ezypt was taken to Australia, and the crops were im- 

` proved until Australian wheat outranked all the wheat in 
the world. 

So with America. Immigration to this country and inter- 
marrying of different nationalities are doing for this coun- 
try what the few kernels of wheat did for Australia, 

It does not take a very keen eye to observe this. All it 
requires is a little thought, Let the reader cast his mental 
eye over his acquaintances, and recall those who hav inter- 
married and intermarried in this country repeatedly, and 
see if they cannot see in the white, cadaverous, scrofulous, 
light-haired, fair-skinned individuals proofs sufficient to 
convince them of the truth of my assertion. 

But there are other reasons that exert an influence on 
civilization, among which may be mentioned habits, light, 
diet, and temperaments, which we will not touch on at this 
time, it being our desire simply to refute the idea conveyed 
by the above article, that Christianity has any business to 
interfere with polygamy as practiced by the Mormons, or 
that '' polygamy is forbidden by the laws of God.” Where 
will you find stronger evidence to the coxtrary than in the 
laws of God as published in the Bible? From beginuing to 
end it is full of polygamy, lewdness, debauchery, and licen- 

- tiousness, ' 
God's chosen ones, his sweet-scented representative, those 
~ whom the Bible says are after God's own heart, are sanc- 
tioned, worshiped, and admired for their licentiousness, de- 
bauchery, and polygamy at this day, and called God's men. 


New Yourz, Oct. 16,—In the house of deputies of the 
Episcopal convention to-day, the committee on the state of 
the church presented the following resolution, which was 


are unhappily involved, it is still the duty of every Christian 


the merciful but firm enforcement of the law regarding 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: On read 
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These self-righteous, miserable offscourings of society could 
hav concubines by the score, could seduce men’s Wives, 
slaughter lit‘le children and pregnant women by the tens of 
thousand, and be called Christians, followers of God's laws, 
even at this late day. The followers and believers of all 
these things set themselvs up as capable of advising intelli- 
gent people that polygamy is against God’s laws. I happen 
to be posted on the character of Mormons as well as the 
Charactef of many Christians, and when an Episcopalian 
society of bishops undertake to throw stones they had 
better see that they do not liv in glass houses. The records 
of their church and the character of several of their former 
bishops and clergy will not bear close investigation. Nor 
will the foundation of the church by Henry VIII., its origin, 
cause, and history, bear any closer scrutiny than the church 
of Utah. Both were founded on lust and selfishness, and 
each one prospered in its pernicious acts of hypocrisy and 
aristocracy. 

When people stop to consider this subject for a moment 
they will readily see that the safety of this country and the 
welfare of the people consist in the proper education of the 
masees to understand these questions and meet these charges 
face to face. G. M. DANFORTH, 

Buffalo, N. Y., Oct. 19, 1880. 
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Monthly Bulletin of the League. 


` As the auxiliary Leagues increase, the need is more and 
more felt of a means of frequent and rapid communication 
between them and the Board of Managers. Ose means for 
keeping alive, and motty for activity, is the hearing from 
each other at frequent intervals. There can be no heart- 
beat if the blood does not circulate. l 

But the Secretary cannot write two hundred letters, say 
once a month, to tte local Leagues. The postage alone 
would be 36 cents each per annum, and for the whole two 
hundred it would be $72. Then such 8 written letter could 
not present half the subjects, nor in sufficient detail, nor 
place them before one-ten-thousandth part of the number of 
people. In these days of cheap printing the press must be 
used wherever possible. 

What is needed is a bulletin that will keep standing the 
Constitution of the League, a list of its officers, a catalog of 
its auxiliaries and their secretaries, instructions how to 
form Leagues, its platform of principles, and such like per- 
manent and oft-referred-to documents, This information 
needs to be handed around, scattered abroad, and circulated 
everywhere, £0 that every inquirer may know our strength, 
our purposes, and our principles; and it must be in a cheap 
convenient form, so as to be circuiated liberally. 

Then, in addition to these features, there is constantly 
occurring from month to month the necessity of announcing 
something to the League secretaries and members— League 
news and various kinds of League movements, 

The auxiliaries also ought to know continually what 
other auxiliaries are doing. Such a builetin would be the 
best medium through which the secretaries could publish 
short reports of local meetings or movements, or whatever 
is going on of interest specially to Leaguers. And such a 
medium would invite and obtain reports from the secreta- 
ries. There is little motiv now for a local secretary to 
write to the national Secretary a detailed report of any pro- 
ceedings, to be filed awsy as lumber in his pigeon-holes. 
But if his report is to be published, à new motiv is added 
for meking it. He sees the reports of others also, and there 
springs up immediately a spirit of emulation; then activity, 
enterprise, and work become the order of the day all along 
the line. 

Mr. A. K. Butts, the publisher of Man, to whom we are 
indebted for placing at our disposal this number of his 
paper on favorable terms, offers ua stil! further favors inthe 
some line. He allows us to make every fourth number of 
Man a League number or bulletin of eight pages, half the 
number in this issue, but otherwise the same in size and 
appearance, and on such terms that we can supply it to 
Leagues and Liberals generally for 25 CENTS A YEAR. That 
is eleven cents at the outaet less than just the postage alone 
on & monthly letter from the Secretary. f 

The Board of Managers feel authorizsà by these consider. 
ations aud figures to announce that they will gather League 
news, receive League reports, make comments, write a lead- 
ing editorial and other articles on some subject relating to 
League work, and edit and publish monthly a Nationa] 
Liberal League Man at 25 cents per annum in advance. 

This issue will be considered the first number, and wil! 
be sent to subscribers as No.1. The second number wil) 
be published early in Dacember. This will giv time for 
subscriptions to come in and let us know bow many will be 
likely to be taken; also whether there is a demand that will 
support this project, 

It the money comes in to publish it, the December or 
January number may also be double (16 pp.) and contain 
the firat day's proceedings at Chicago, from our cfiicia) 
gtenographer’s notes. Iu that case that number will be 
extra and cost the samo as this one to the genersl public. 
To annual subscribers it will be included without extra 
cost, 

Now, then, the proposal and prospectus ‘for a monthly 
Man, organ of the National Liberal League, are before a]] 
Liberals. All who approve will send their subscriptions in 


at once to T. C. LELAND, Bec'y N. L. L.- 
201 East Tist street, New York. 
—— Áà q——————— 


Tue exprescion of the eye is given by the lids and brow, 
Beyond the slight expansion and contraction of the iris the 


eye itself has no changes at command. 
RSE eS GR aera 


Tue female spider not only devours the male, but young 
spiders will eat their parents, 


. (From the Brooklyn Eagle.) 
The Decline of Church Going. 

The Rev. Dr.-Cuyler, of this city, has been discussing in 
a religious weekly what he terms the vital question of the 
decreased attendance at religious services. ‘‘ It requires but 
half an eye,” he tells us, **to discover the alarming fact that 
this attendance is steadily falling off, both in the cities and 
in the country, both at the East and in the West. Forty 
years ago it was claimed that one-half of the population of 
the city of New York were either wholly or partially con- 
nected with some Protestant congregation. Now only one- 
fourth of the population are ever seen in any Protestant 
place of worship." Taking the first Sunday of last October ` 
as an average example, Dr. Cuyler found that the fifteen 
most popular churches in the city of, New York, which are 
capable of seating an aggregate of twenty thousand persons, 
were attended by no more than ten thousand five hundred, 

The same phenomenon has been noticed in other coun, 
tries. In England especially, a vast number of families, 
even when the leading clergymen aro as popular as the 
bishop of Manchester, are found both in the large cities and 
the small towns to hav abandoned the habit of church 
going. Dr. Cuyler and the clergy generally rather lament 
than explain this state of things. But the causes of this 
decadence of attendance at publie worship are not far to 
seek, It does not imply that the laity hav lost their regard 
for the essential principles of Christianity or their love for 
the life and character of Christ. But it does prove that the 
old standards of ecclesiastical faith are not accepted with 
the same passiv assent as they were fifty years ego. During 
the past half century the advancing tide of scientific discov- 
ery and biblical criticism has steadily increased in volume 
and force. The several books of the Bible hav been studied, 
not as a mysterious whole, whose plenary inspiration made 
it irreverent to question any particular part, but as separate 
treatises, narrativs, or poems, stamped with the individual- 
ity of their separate authorship and circumstances. ‘‘The 
five books of Moses” hav ceased to hav the awe-inspiring 
clasp of ‘‘ Pentateuch ” to bind them together and repel the 
scrutiny of the curious. Genesis no longer leans upon Ex- 
odus for support, and the first chapter no longer passes mns- 
ter under the protection of the later ones, Oiher hands 
besides that of Moses are visible, and to some critics the 
hand of Moses is not visible at all. Thus the historic cle- 
ment of the Bible, as well as the authenticity of each sep- 
arate part of it, has been and is being subjected to the 
Pauline test, ‘Prove all things, hold fast that which is 
good.” Thus the old literal, unreasoning acceptance of 
every word of the Bible as absolutely true and inspired by 
God, as a werd to be believed under penalty of the damna- 
tion of hell, though it produced some earnest fruit in the 
past and giv reslity to the life and preaching of John Bun- 
yan, George Whitefield, and many other eminent profess- 
ors, has given place to a reverential criticism which discards 
traditional superstition, and looks at sacred writings and 
church dogmas in the light of increased knowledge. The 
fatalism of the '* decretum horribile” of Calvin and his fol. 
lowers is rejected by the inner conscience and reason even 
of those who hav been bred in it. 

The miraculous portions of the Bible hav necessarily been . 
subjected to the same tests ag the historical, of which they 
area part. And here the apologists and champions of the 
book and the churches hav made a great mistake, as well in 
America as in England and Germany. Instead of submit- 
ting each alleged miracle separately to the candid tests of 
reason and evidence, they hav thrown dust in the eyes of 
the people by making the controversy turn wholly on the a 
priori credibility-and possibility of miracles at all. Now thia 
i8 not the question at issue. A man may be quite prepared 
to believe that miracles are possible, who yet does not be- 
lieve this or that miracle, às that of Balaam’s ass ''speaking 
with man's voice " and kolding a moral suasion expostu!a- 
tion with his walloping and anti-Bargh rider, the prophet. 
A calm reasoner may eccept all that Butler and Paley would 
claim for miracles in the abstract and yet not accept some 
of the alleged miracles of the Bible, while in others, as in 
those of Elijah and Elisha, he would see nothing but tricks 
of legerdemain and a natural magic that might well bewilder 
an unscientific and uncritical age. A canary bird is steg. 
gered at the phenomena of the looking-glass, and tho solid- 
ity of the window psne which prevents its exit, but there ia 
uo miracle in the mirror or the window pane, A high esti- 
mate of the supreme majesty of the Eternal makes it an 
irreverance as well as a folly to call in the miraculous when 
there is no adequate cause and when the phenomiena are 
capable of rational explanation. 

Following hard upon the footsteps of the miraculous 
is the moral clement of the Bible, The new translators hav 
been obliged to eliminate as fraudulent interpolations the 
strange episode of the adulterous woman, not less than the 
doctrinal text of the three heavenly witnesses and the mirac- 
alous incident in S*, Johu of the angel that came down and 
touched the healing pool at a certain hour of the day. 
Looking back at the morality of the Old Testament as it is 
imbedded in the history of the chosen people, the religious 
intelligence of the present age is staggered at the horrible 
crimes of lust, rapine, deceit, and murder which adorned 
the lives even of the best of the Hebrew sages, heroes, and 
saints. David, ‘‘the man after God's own heart,” an adul- 
tsrex who added treachery and murder to lust. Solomon, the 
wise king, whose proverbs were three thousand and his 
song3 a thousand and five, to whom t‘ God gave wisdom and 
understanding exceeding much,” the progenitor of Mormon- 
ism, an inspired libertin, a worn-out rake, who denizs ia his 
inspired writings any futuro state of humanity more than to 
the brute, and whose old age is spent in transitions between 
atheism and idolatry, The God of the Hebrews, it is seen 
by the religious mind, cannot be that father who loves and 
pities, whose very name is Love and whose nature has no 
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contagion of human passions and vindictiveness, Yet to the 
pious Jew his very mercies meant cruelty and injustice; for 
in their interest he slew mighty kings who had justice on 
their side, because his mercy endureth forever, and. gave 
away their lands for a heritage to Israel, his servant, because 
his mercy endureth forever. It would be a sickening task 
to go through the Old Testament, eliminating as one went 
for separate moral scrutiny the villainies of the chosen peo- 
ple, from the fraud of Jacob, the supplanter, upon his 
rough, good tempered, elder brother, to the lying and mur- 
dering Jae), the wife of Hebar, the Kenite, on whose hearth- 
stone poor, tired Sisera lay down and tarried but a night, 
during which she slew him with nails and hammer as he 
slept. 

Now the laity hav ceased to say that they believe in all 
this indiscriminate inspiration and miracle and more than 
doubtful morality, but the clergy still cling to the horns of 
the altar even though the stains of blood and crime be upon 
it, Hence the distrust of the sincerity of the teachers of re. 
ligion which is so widely diffased, Let confidence be re- 
stored, and the churches will be again filled. But the pul- 
Piteers insult the conscience and intelligence of their hearers 
and of the age when they tell with a long face the old scare- 
crow fables which nobody believes, and teach dogmas and 
miracles which the average intelligence of a child rejects at 
sight. i 

——— —à$9——-————— 


Taylor's “ Diegesis.” 

This is a masterly, uniform production, irresistible, argu- 
mentativ, and profound, He examined into the why and 
wherefore of things with minute and punctilious observa- 
tion, and touched every part of his subject with indefati- 
gable diligence ; considered and reconsidered the subject 
he had under discussion; he knew that ‘ errors, like straws, 
upon the surface flow," He alao knew to ‘‘act well your 
part; there the honor lies," Hia luminitious mind was 
formed by research of comprehensiv observation and mi- 
nute attention, We see in him the sincerity of a Paine, the 
sarcasm of a Voltaire, and the eloquence of a Cicero, I 
say deliberately that the demoralizing influence of Chris- 
tianity is without a parallel in the annals of history, Hun- 
dreds of innocent men and women hav starved to death 
chained to floors of stone ankle deep in filth, and the cold 
and lifeless body rotted to pathetic dust to appease a hell- 
ish, bloodthirsty, merciless, and revengeful priesthood, 

Robert 'l'aylor discovered this and much more, Speak- 
ing of the mythical crucifixion of Jesus, he says, ** Such a 
mockery of a dying malefactor never in any other instance 
disgraced the judicial administration of a Roman magis- 
trate” (p. 168). I sm thoroughly convinced that I never read 
after such a masterly scholar as the ex- Rev, Robert Taylor, 


' Men of his learning and comprehension are rarely to be 


found, He was a scriptarian, a biblical mythographist of 
the first rank, How long will mankind be led by hypocrit- 
ical and blcod-thirsty priests into a bugbear of delusions ? 
How long will mankind support a rotien and anathematiz- 
ing priesthood ? How long will they bend the knee to an 
unknewn and unknowable God and pray to a mythical 
Christ ? How long will mankind be held in mental bond- 
age by these licentious and infamous prlests, these despisers 
of science, these lovers of blood, these admirers of igno- 
rance, these tearers of human flesh, these burners of the 
living, these beaters of infants, mockers of the dying, 
these slanderers of the living and damners of the dead ? 
Is this globe to be forever and ever cursed by these human 
hyenas ? It’s only commendable justice for the living and 
unborn to sing peans to the memory of Robert Taylor, and 
speak praises of honor and everlasting admiration to his 
name, His work is unquestionably one of the most intel- 
ligent and learned masterpieces that ever was produced. 
It ig essentially remarkable to see how he has pointed out 
the amalgamations, dissimulations, and contradictions of 
the Bible, and bow he has shown up the impossibilities of 
all claims for Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John to be the 
real authors of the books that bear their names, and further, 
to see how condescendingly he has demolished the whole 
superstructure of the Christian scheme, He presents many 
of the most extraordinary, unequivocal demonstrations that 
Christianity was born of paganism. 

As a writer, he in some respects resembles Prof, Draper. 
I know not whether there is a life of this great man or not, 
If not, Bennett or Parton ought to get his life forth in an 
elaborate, yea, stupendous form, *'The heart smarts for 
the degradation of outraged reason, for the humiliation of 
torn and lacerated humanity" (p, 55), He knew-how to 

* Grasp the whole world of reason, life, and sense 

In one close system of benevolence," 
His researches into pagan mythology hav resulted in inex- 
haustible augmentation of adamantip mountains of proof that 
the Christian religion in all its forms, doctrins, and precepts 
is nothing but an outgrowth of previously existing forms. He 
backs up his arguments by many of the ablest Christian writ- 
err, from Origen down to the days when he wrote hisirrefu- 
table work, and after all his researches he is obliged to giv 
vent to thefollowirg: “It brings us at once to the irresistible 
apprehension that the Christian Savior after all is no more 
than what Esculapius, Hercules, Adonis, Bacchus, Apollo, 
and Christna were, That is, an emblematical personification 
of the sun ” (p. 174), 

Jf Robert Taylor were living to-day his mighty pen would 
shake the nations of the earth from center to circumfer- 
ence, ‘‘It is easy to trace almost all the Grecian fables and 
mythologies from Egypt " (p. 180). 

Perhaps it will not be out of place to say that the '' Die- 
gesis” givs brief accounts of some of the early Christian 
Fathers, and the reading of & more elaborate work prior to 
reading the ** Diegesls," wherein a full history ia given of the 
bloody wars of Christianity, its hellish persecutions, of cru- 
pades, inquisitions, ` 


and. the : Wholesale persecutions of 


the Christian religion from Constantine to Comstock, would 
be exceedingly beneficial to the reader when coming to pur- 
sue the “ Diegesis.” This bloodthirsty and in many parts 
inhuman work of the early Fathers is described in Bennett's 
“ Champions of the Church." This work strenuously main. 
tains and most convincingly demonstrates the hellishness of 
priestcraft, It records in very full detail the rivers of inno 
cent blood that has run ‘from its murdered millions down 
the hills into the valleys to appease those vicars. of God in 
the lapse of ages gone, | 

This work ought to bein every house and read by every 
one. Send to Bennett and get it. B. O. FENTON, 

Aurora, Ohio. 


The Religion of Love. 


The love question seems to be one that, while it turns the 
head of many, is not well understood, or properly respect- 
ed. by the masses, 

To some it’s an absorbing passion only, and to others, a 
pleasing but transcient emotion, 

Why this variety of opinions, and consequent expression 
unworthy of the name? We answer, because the masses 
only view the subject from an ignorant or superficial stand- 
point, when the truth is, it’s a subject that should not only 
demand but command as much attention as any of the 
exact sciences, to say the least, because the principle of 
life itself is based In the love principle, or attracting force 
that exists between the positiv and negativ principles, 
whose united action is the parentage of all individual repre- 
sentations of form, whether the pebble found on the sea 
shore, those grand orbs we see in space, or the forms that 
make up the almost endless variety as well as beauty of all 
vegetable, animal, or human individuality. Nothing can 
find expression in iadividuality without the action of the 
attractiv force of the love principle, 

_But alas! alas! how prostituted is man by unholy desire 
born of culpable ignorance or ungovernable selfishness, 
often both. 

Man, being the highest type of forms that exists in nature’s 
universal domain, ought to aim to be well versed in the 
normal action of the love principle, and ita sublime possi- 
bilities under proper conditions and relations, But does he 
thus aim to reach out for the freest, purest, and best ? 
With very rare exceptions, he does not, neither will he while 
he only looks on the possibilities of life from a selfish or 
superficial standpoint, 

Society recognizes certain regulations as being lawful, 
pertaining to the activity of the love principle, but pays 
very little respect to the subtle laws that govern and control 
its normal action, or properly regard its possible results, 

The religion of love, unlike the popular idea of what is 
called religion, must be a practical demonstration of its sub- 
lime possibilities, to properly worship at its sacred shrine; 
the fruit it bears depends on the conditions and relations of 
those who kneel before nature's altar consecrated to love’s 
sanctification, 

If the relation is sustained by natural selection, and 
the conditions are harmonious, the fruit it bears will bless 
the world with its comliness, fragrance, and excellence, 
But if none, of these things are respected, as is often the 
case, the world is cursed by the sour crabbed fruit of unholy 
because unnatural conditions and relations. When the 
science of life, the product of love, is properly understood 
and respected it will work a revolution in society, 

“But,” says one, “what has science tu do with the 
proper adjustment of the life forces ?" 

With equal propriety one might ask, ‘‘ What has science 
to do with the perfect adaptation of means to ends in any 
given direction?” 

If the positiv and negativ principles are allowed to do 
their perfect work, no barriers will be interposed to prevent 
the harmonious adjustment of the life forces, £o that chemi- 
cal affinity can perform its proper part, in harmony with 
nature and reason, and thua recogaize and reach love’s sub- 
lime possibilities, so that the devotee who bows before her 
sacred shrine will rise from a devotional attitude with 
higher and nobler thoughts and emotions, because truer and 
purer aspirations enable him to recogniz? its power to bless 
the world to-day, ta morrow, and in all coming time, by 
the pleasure it brings, the fruit it bears, and the treasures it 
enables all sincere and devout worshipers to lay up, ‘‘ where 
neither moth nor rust can corrupt, or thieves break through 
and steal" what does not belong to them by the divine 
right of nature, love, and imperishable attractions, 

JULIA C, FRANKLIN, 


Political Consistency. 


To THE EDITOR or Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Ospital 
says to labor: “Rest and be thankful. Do not agitate or 


disturb the present relation ia sffiirs." In Buchanan’s time, | 


just before Sumpter was attacked, tho same sentiments pre- 
vailed—Let alone; do not agitate. 

Mr, Ingersoll’s maxim, ‘‘ Liberty for man, woman, and 
child,” is a noble maxim. But his liberty only means the 
liberty to labor for the upper ten, Mr, Ingersoll announces 
the time is approaching when to be a millionaire in the 
midst of misery will be a disgrace. But he labors for a fac- 
tion whose chief aim seems to ba to make and perpetuate 


millionaires. The gutter snipes of the city, the pauper, the’ 


criminal, the occupant of the tenement house, and hosts of 
the industrious but degraded in society, your factious R- 
publican party has for long years helped tQ; increase and 
perpetuate. Your set speech, *' Liberty for man, woman, 
and child,” is a caricature on your public canvass for a face 
tion that alms to make the ricn richer and the poor poorer, 

Repudiation of a bargata is disgraceful, says our politician 
of everv stripe, But to double a bonded debt by law, by 
changing the currency, is not galled repudiation of a bar- 


gain, To revert back to the first contract the factions 
would call repudiation, To pay double what you agree, if 
paid to a bondholder, is called strengthening publie credit, 


Bat to pay what you agree to pay a soldier, instead of cheat- l 


ing him out of one-half, is not strengthening credit, but is 
called communism, etc, | 

To tax highly for instruction, but to depress the taxpayer 
so as to make it difficult or impossible to pay his taxes, ia 
called promoting the cause of education, To stuff the mind 
and starve the body is called progressiv education, Agalu, 
to discuss physiological matters with a view to gradual im- 
provement of the race, mentally and bodily. is obscenity. 
But to trot out nnde girls and try to get them punished, to 
lay traps for all sorts of crime aud then punish for falling 
into the trap, is Christian morality, ‘lo cheat on a large 
scale offitially is not recoguized as an offense against law ; 


itis only a discrepancy. But to steal to satisfy hunger must - 


end in the penitentiary or the reformatory, and the’ law 
must be vindicated. 

High tariff favors monopoly, and is called protectiv. It 
protects monopolies, and subjects tha crowd, unprotected, 
to extortion and shoady, 

Riilroad extortion for freight is a vosted right, even.80 
far as to take two-thirds of a crop or of a commodity to pay 
its freight, Having once been vested, it muat never again 
be divested of any wrong inflic'el on the public, A vested 
right that hurts the public is irrevocable. If it hurts a cor- 
poration it is quite revocable. 

The numerous cathedral and church spires that point to 
heaven snd pretend to lead the way miss their mark egre- 
giously. Founded ona fallacy, built by funds raised ina 
great measure from the hard hands of poverty, exempt. 
from tax, ever crying giv! giv! it is doubling its immenso 
property every eight yəsrs, Oa pretense of spiritual super- 
vision, this church is the great enemy to enlightened prog- 
ress and liberty! The poor and plainly clad hav no seat in 
godly palaces.  ''Praise God from whom ell blessings 
flow" is not for the unblest poor, Church blessings must 
be roundly paid for. 

Our old party politicians are too much tied to debt, ex- 


travagance, church domination, high tariff, high freight, - 


abuse of patent laws, military “glory,” and legislation for 
eliques. F, J, Emany, 
Osceola, Iowa, Oct. 80, 1880. 


From the Iowa State League and State Com- 
mittee of the N., L. L. 


To THE EDITOR oF Tan TRUTA BEEKEB, Sir: The more | 


deadly the danger which threatens this country the more 
firmly stands the patriot in her defense, The true man or 
woman is never awed by popular clamor or turned aside 
from tho path of duty through fear of being cast in the eyes 
of the unthinking devotees of the idol of the hour. And 
the man and woman of principle caunot remain silent 
whilst freedom is stricken down by the merciless tools of 
the Republican party, and the Cüristian church, and ner 
pretended friends pour into her bleeding wounds the acid of 
hate and the caustic of truthless criticism as they turn 
boldly away and leave her to perish beneath the pitiless 
stara of the winter night. 

Believing that at this juncture every loyal Liberal should 
speak his honest thoughts, we, the officers of the Iowa 
Liberal League and the membera of the State Committee of 
the National Liberal Lague, do hereby fully and unreserv- 
edly indorse and approve the action of the Fourth Annual 
Congress of the National Liberal League in demanding the 


total repeal of the Comstock postal statutes. We hold that — 
these laws are unconstitutional, invasiv, aud tyrannous, - 


destruciiv of the dearest rights of the citizen, and a con- 
stant and deadly menace to the freedom of thought and 
expression, of the press and the mails. 


Wo hold that the repeal of these inquisitorial laws is part - 


of the legitimate work of the League, but if it were not we 
are not such blind worshipers of authority and precedent 
as to;refuse to grow, We believe that Liberalism means 


shall continue to work with the National Liberal League 

until the hand the church shall hav been torn from the 

postal keys of the natioa. 

M FARRINGTON, Pres. Iowa L. L., Denver, 

SmonTLAND HannIS, M.D., Vice-Pres. Iowa L. L., Mason 
City. 

M. E. BinLiNGS, Vice-Pres, Iowa L. L. Member State Com. 
N. L. L, Waverly, 

Mrs. C. P. Rosryson, Vice-Pres. Iowa L. L,, Nevada, 


E. C. WALKER, Sec, and Ch, Ex, Com, iowa L. L., and Ch, 
State Com. N. L L., Norway. 
Mrs. C. BokckLiN, Treza, and Ch, Finance Com. Iowa L. 
L., Burlington. 
Leroy Dutt n, of Board of Directors Iowa L. L., Osceola, 
DanrkL Davis, of Finance Com. Iown L, L., Fayette, 
: Jerome DuTTON, Member S:ate Com. N. L L., Wheatland, 
Laura V. WALKER, Member 8 ate Com, N. L, L., Norway. 
! H. W. Mercer, M.smber State Com. N. L. L., Winterset. 
Liberal papers please copy. 
— o 


Size of the Bolt. 


Up to date Ingersoll, Green, and Chainey, resigned, R. O. 
Spencer, expelled, and three auxiliaries withdraw, as fol. 
‘lows: 

No, 115. Washington, D. C. O. P, Farrell, Pres, 
" 88. Wyoming, Ill. F. A. Kerns, Bec, 
* 901 Avgola, Ind. G B. Fleming, Sec, 
These are all who hav sent notice of secession to me, 
T. C, LELAND, 
Bec N. L. I, 


201 East Tisi st, N Y., Nov. 9 1880 


Tax sea is to the land, in round millions of square miles, 


,88 160 to 40, or as 4 to L 


justice in every department of life, and, believing this, we: 


228 


(Continued from page 129.) 
a mile or two from the main land in the Adriatic sea, in | 
the northeast part of Italy; that it has canals in place | 
of streets, that gondolas carry people and freight | 
about from one part of the city to another instead 
. of carriages, drays, eto. There are no horses in 
Venice, they have no use for them. Many people 
are said to have grown up and died there without 
. seeing a horse or mule. I saw but two wheeled 
vehicles in the town, and they were wheelbarrows. 
There are some sidewalks where these can be used. 

Venice has 128,000 inhabitants, but she falls far 
short of being now what Venice once was. Though 
not as old as many Italian towns, she was once mis- 
tress of the seas and commanded the commerce of 
the world. For many long centuries she was a 
power among the nations of the earth ; her mer- 
chants were not excelled by any in the world, and 
her merchandise found its way to almost every mart. 
Her navies held dominion upon the broad seas, and 
her soldiers showed themselves valorous in many 
battles, not alone her own. She found it in her power 
to assist those in need who called upon her. “Six 
hundred years ago,” says Clemens, “ Venice was the 
autocrat of commerce ; her mart was the great com- 
mercial center, the distributing house from whence 
the enormous trade of the orient was spread abroad 
cver the Western world. To-day her piers are 
deserted, her warehouses are empty, her merchant 
fleets are vanished, her armies and her navies are but 
memories. Her glory is departed, and with her 
crumbling grandeur of wharves and palaces about 
her, she sits among her stagnant lagoons, forlorn and 
beggared, forgotten of the world. She that in her 
palmy days commanded the commerce of a hemis- 
phere, and made the weal or woe of nations with a 
beck of her puissant finger, has become the hum- 
blest among the people of the earth, a peddler of 
glass beads for women and trifling toys and trinkets 
for schoolgirls and children.” 

Still there is much that is charming about Venice, 
this once queen of the seas, and however much we 
may mourn at her departed greatness, it is pleasant 
to glide over her numerous canals and visit the very 
places where valor once dwelt and commerce once 
reigned. When we arrived at the station—the rail- 
road reaching the city over a long bridge—the canal 
in front was bountifully supplied with clamorous 
gondoliers extremely anxious to transport us'all to 
hotels or wherever we wished to go. I had no use for 
a hotel at that time in the morning, and made up 
my mind that I would not patronize one that day; 
but when I stepped forth to see what Venice, her 
canals, and her gondolas were like, theso persistent 
fellows were disposed to give me no rest. They 
thought I ought by all means to take a gondolier, 
and every particulat one of the fifty who were clam- 
oring thought I ought to patronize him. I could not 
understand a word they said, except the oft-repeated 
one, seignor, but I easily enough understood they 
wished me to ride and that I should give them some 
of my money. I was not ready to do either, but 
they were not disposed io give it up so, they still 
pursued me. Itook refuge in a coffee room, and 
after sipping a cup of Mocha or Java and it had 
become daylight, I sauntered forth and thought I 
would walk dowa a long street on which there is no 
canal, and which led through some small squares or 
campos, where the vegetable and fruit dealers were 
already exposing their wares for sale. I tried to 
' walk along unconcernedly as though I was no stran- 

ger, as though in fact I had always lived in Venice, 

but those astute, persistent, ill-mannered rascals were 
too sharp for me. I could not fool them, they knew 
I was a stranger, and they fulfilled the injunction of 
scripture by visiting me and trying to take me in. 
In fact they followed me for two or three squares, 
keeping up a continuous jabber of their unintelli- 
gible jargon, and whether they wanted me to ride in 
a gondola, to accept them as a guide, or to give them 
«| @ few centessimi of my hard-earned money, I could 
|. hardly decide, At first I was imperturbable and paid 
no attention to them, thinking they would weary of 
the pursuit and allow me to pursue my way in peace, 
but there was no weariness about them; they con- 
sidered me their legitimate prey, and they were 

` determined not to let me escape. It was in vain 
- that I motioned to them with my hand to return and 
let me alore, but they were perfectly impervious 
to motions and gentle persuasions, they still fol- 
lowed. At length my patience became exhausted, 
and I turned upon them and in my most emphatic 
style recommended them to go to —— well, that 

' hot country that only preachers know anything 
about. In fact I pointedly commanded it, and then 
they turned back muttering and cursing, doubtless, 
that ungenerous American. Whether they followed 
my injunctions, I cannot say, but I cannot think they 
"would have had far to go, had they done so. 
. The Venetian beggars are the most persistent, the 
, most numerous, and the numbest in understanding 
> mo of any I have met with. Many, many times that 
.. day the hat or the hand was extended to me, asking 
.: meto give. Had I given to all who came, I would 
, soon have nothing to give. To the cripples and old 
erones I occasionally dropped a soldi, but to the 

young and able-looking I was not very charitable, 


d 


! 


The Gut) Seeker, November 13, 1880. 


The first thing was to follow my pious bent and 
visit the churches; they are always open and ready 
for business. The morning is as good a time a8 any 
to call upon them. I looked into several and found 


‘them fully supplied with blessed virgins, crucified 


gods, holy saints and statues and pictures generally. 
I was most anxious to see St. Mark’s cathedral, the 
most noted of all the churches. It must be known 
that St. Mark is the patron saint of Venice. The 
citizens evidently think more of St. Mark than any 
other dead saint, They have a legend about him 
which runs in this wise: St. Mark had a pet lion 
which followed him about like a little dog (this is 
extremely probable, as lions are apt to do that sort 
of thing). Wherever St, Mark traveled the lion 
would travel too. The lion was to St. Mark 
what the little lamb was to Mary. Wherever St. 
Mark went the lion was sure to go. And from this 
circumstance the lion is still pictured as Mark’s com- 
panion; and to make a saint of the lign as well as of 
Mark, they have given wings to the lion, and he is 
now always represented as a winged lion—a flying 
lion, why not? Why have they not as much reason 
for having wings and flying as men and women after 
they are dead? Besides, the wings are just as prob- 
able as any other part of the story, especially Mark 
himself, and the wings should not be discarded. 
Thus Mark and his winged lion are often placed be- 
fore your eyes in Venice in the square of St. Mark 
and other places. The lion is represented with the 
Bible under his paw, which still more proves that 
the lion is also a saint, 


According to Christian traditions St. Mark died at 
Alexandria, in Egypt, where in fact he was said to 
have suffered martyrdom, but still it is claimed that 
his ashes now repose under the altar of his cathedral 
in Venice, and the way it was brought about was in 
this wise: In the fifth century a holy priest of Venice 
had a dream—a holy dream of course—that an angel 
told him that until the bones and ashes of St. Mark 
were conveyed to Venice the city could never pros- 
per nor rise to great distinction, and that those same 
ashes must by some means be brought to the city in 
the sea, when it would rise to distinction and wealth 
more especially if a magnificent church were built 
over the sainted remains. When the holy priest 
told his holy dream all the holy people set about de- 
vising some means by which the holy ashes of the 
holy saint could be transferred to Venice. Expedi- 
tion after expedition set on foot for those valuable 
bodies and ashes but expedition on expedition sig. 
nally failed. The Mohammedans in possession of 
Alexandria, when anything so valuable as a dead 
Christian’s ashes should be removed from their city, 
utterly refused to part with them. But the Chris- 
tians proved themselves rather too smart for the fol- 
lowers of Mohammed, as they have on nearly all oc- 
casions. A commander of a Venetian expedition 
disguised himself, stole the bones (stealing is one of 
the best Christian fortes), and packed them in ves- 
sels covered with hog'slard. Now, their abhorrence 
for all the preducts of swine is equal to that of a 
Jew, and so, when the authorities in examining 
what the wily Christians were about to carry away 
with them, came to the hog grease they shrank from 
it with horror, and thus the holy bones of the holy 
saint were transferred to Venice and duly deposited, 
and a holy church built over them, and that is the 
reason why Venice becamo so great; but it is seri- 
ously to be feared that tho old bones have lost their 
strength and virtue, for within the last several cen- 
turies the city has had less than usual prosperity. 
Perhaps if the bones of Archbishop John Hughes or 
Saint Joe Smith could be transferred there and 
placed under the altar of the cathedral Venice would 
immediately revive her trade and the ships once 
more come back to her docks. The bones of St. 
Mark are said to have been stolen in the ninth cen- 
tury, after four hundred years had been wasted in 
the attempt. It is not explained how the saint’s 
bones could be distinguished from other bones 80 as 
to enable the thieves to get the right ones, but per- 
haps they had a holier look than common sinners’ 
bones, so that the pious thieves could make no mis- 
fake, At all events, there are hundreds now in 
Venice who verily believe that if those bones of St. 
Mark were by any great calamity to be removed 
from Venice, the city would assuredly lose her pro- 
tection and be no more prosperous than ordinary 
cities. It is barely possible the old bones have been 
disturbed. 


In front of St. Mark’s cathedral is the piazza (pub- 
lic square) of the same saint. It is surrounded by 
palaces and fine buildings. The doges of Venice 
used to live in the palace, and two red marble col- 
umns were pointed out to me in the second story of 
the long edifice where the terrible doge used to 
come out and read the death sentence of the poor 
unfortunate victims of the “council of ten,” or still 
worse the secret “ council of three ” whose fiat was 
as irrevocable as the laws of the Medes and Persians. 
The very place was also shown me where preat 
numbers of those poor wretches had their heads 
taken off. The dimensions of the piazza are 580 
feet in length by 230 feet in breath. The piazetta 
(a little square), 320 feet by 150 feet, runs from 


the | 


campanile down to the mole by the side of the 
Grand canal. 

The cathedral of St. Mark (duomo of St. Marco), 
is in the Greek shape and purely Byzantine (or Con- 
stantinople) style. It was begun in 976 by 
artists from Constantinople and finished in 1071, so it 
is one of the oldest grand cathedrals in existence. 
It is supposed to have been copied from a church in 
Alexandria, It is not so large as many cathedrals, 
being 205 feet long and 164 feet in breadth through 
the transepts, but it is built of fine marble from 
oriental countries, and for this reason is a very rare 
old edifice, notwithstanding its antique, eccentric 
appearance. It is said to stand upon 1,200,000 
piles, but some of them have settled or rotted away 
so that the pavement of the floor has settled algo, in 
some places several inches; this with the constant 
wearing of the feet of countless thousands for nine 
centuries gives the marble, mosaic floor. greatly the 
appearance of age. . 

The ancient edifice isrich with works of art, includ- 
ing bas-reliefs, statues in stone and bronze, paint- 
ings, especially its profuse antique frescoes in the nu- 
merous arches overhead. There are over 500 columns 
of the finest oriental marble and porphyry, verde 
antique, serpentine, veined, and other columns in the 
edifice, and they even point out to one the identical 
columns that once stood in Solomon’s temple in 
Jerusalem. Of course you can judge how much of © 
the yarn about the columns from Solomon’s temple 
I swallowed, when I tell you I do not believe there 
ever was any Solomon’s temple, or any Solomon to 
build a temple. If there was any such temple or 
any such man there is not the slightest proof of it 
save the old Jewish legend or myth, which is of lit- 
tle more value than the legend of William Tell, St. 
George and the Dragon, St. Mark and his bo nes 
Don Quixote and his contest with the windmills,, 
Claude Melnotte and Lake Como. If there ever 
was such a wonderful king as Solomon, and such 
a wonderful temple as he is said to have erected, it 
is very singular that nobody ever knew anything 
about it; that no contemporaneous nation has left 
a word on record about them, that no historian of 
the time wrote one word. about them; that even 
Herodotus, the great Greek historian of the times, 
who wrote largely about many countries, and who 
made two or three journeys into Syria, writing about 
all he saw and heard of on his travels, yet said not a 
word about. Solomon or his temple. I repeat, there 
is not a particle of proof that there ever was such 34 
man as Solomon or such a building as his templ, 
There is not ia Jerusalem to-day one stone lying 
upon another that ever helped to form the founda? 
tion of that mythical temple. - All the record there 
is to look to for proof is the Bible and the writings 
of Josephus, both, doubtless from the same unrelia- 
ble, fictitious source. At the time Solomon is said 
to have lived, the Jews were little more than a set of 
wild barbarian shepherds and nomadic Arabs; and 
after their captivity in Babylon they became civil- 
ized and enlightened and felt the need of a history 
and religion, and all their legendary story as it ap- 
pears in the Bible and in Josephus was made up and 
written after that time, and is just as little entitled 
to credit as any mythical, fabricated legend that was 
ever written. Still the Christians of Venice point 
out with most sanctimonious unction the very pillars 
in their cathedral which once stood in Solomon’s 
temple. Thus lies are piled on lies, and one lie 
is used to make another lie seem like a truth. 

Under the altar of the cathedral, as observed, are 
said to repose the ashes of St. Mark, and if it were 
claimed that the ashes of Saints Matthew, Luke, and 
John were also there, with those of St. Joseph, the 
Virgin Mary, her Son, the angel Gabriel, and even 
the Holy Ghost, I presume it would be just as true. 
While a falsehood is being fabricated, there is no 
reason why it should not be of extensive propor- 
tions. 

The cathedral is surmounted by a heap of ten or 
twelve oval domes round the five large central ones, 
besides several pinnacles, The facade presents in its 
recesses a numerous collection of columns as valua- 
ble for the quality and variety of the marble as for 
their Greek workmanship. There are five large gold 
mosaics in the lower recesses, the first two repre- 
senting the raising of the bones of St, Mark, the 
middle one is the last judgment, the next is the 
reception of the saint’s bones by the doge, and the 
last is a mosaic of the church itself. The four mo- 
saics in the upper vaults or arches are the descent 
from the cross, the descent into hell, the resurrec- 
tion, and the ascension, 

in the facade, over the entrance, are the famous 
four horses of St. Mark, weighing 1,860 pounds, 
bronzed, but preserving traces of their former gild- 
ing. The claim that they are Christian horses, or 
St. Mark’s horses, is false, for they are the veritable 
horses which were cast at Chis, transferred to 
Athens, and from thence were sent to ornament the 
triumphal arches of Nero and Trajan at Rome. 
They accompanied Theodosius.to Byzantium, and 
in the thirteenth century were transported to Venice 
to become the veritable horses of St. Mark, who, 
when living, kept a tame lion, which finally had 


"wings. Bo Christian lies are made up and grow intg - 
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pious truths. 
taken by Napoleon to Paris and placed on the top of 
the Are du Carrousal, to be again returned in 1815 
to their old place in Venice. They are about all the 
horses that Venice can boast of. 

. Above the great door of the vestibule is St, Mark 
in pontifical garb. Below him are seven small mo- 
saics representing the crucifixion and burial of 
Christ, On two crescents, to the right and left 
above the principal entrance, are the resurrection of 
Lazarus and the burial of the Virgin; in the tower 
side corners, the four evangelists; in the upper, the 
eight prophets; on the frieze the angels and doc- 
tors. To the right of the vestibule, in the Zeno 
chapel, is a highly-ornamented Lombardy altar, 
ornamented with a profusion of bronzes and mar- 
bles ; also four great columns of the greatest deli- 
cacy, with three bronzes—the Virgin and child, John 
the Baptist, and old St. Peter. Farther inside the 
principal door is one of the most ancient mosaics in 
the chureh—of the eleventh century— Christ, the 
Virgin, and St. Mark. —— 

The great arch of the nave is very rich, and is in- 
crusted with gold and marble mosaics in five divi- 
sions, the subjects being taken from that crazy book 
called Revelation. The vault of the vestibule, 
which is in a line with the arch just alluded to, and 
is prolonged to the exterior façade in five compart- 
ments, is completely full of these elaborate mosaics. 
I took half an hour to study the first one, and al- 
most broke my neck looking up at them; and then 
I saw pictured out in mosaic, made of small pieces 
of glass, gilt, etc., the same old, old story upon 
which Judaism and Christianity are founded. 
There was represented the great deep, without 
form and void, when the spirit of God moved upon 
the face of the waters. The great deep looked 
black, desolate, and incongruous, and the spirit of 
God was in the form of a big dove. Then God is rep- 
resented as a venerable-looking old man with a good 
deal of glory and other fixings around his head, and 
he was separating the earth from the water, but it 
looked pretty dark and dreary still. He was again 
represented with a wand in his hand, causing herbs, 
. grasses, flowers, shrubs, trees, etc., to grow up out 
. Of the earth, though no sun had yet been formed. 
The next day, the fourth, he was represented as per- 
forming that small job of creating the sun and 
moon and the millions of other suns and worlds that 
exist. That was a pretty good day's work, and no 
mistake. Next, the same extraordinary person, with 
au immense halo ali around his head, was shown as 
speaking into existence the elephants, the lions, the 
rhinoceroses, the hippopotamuses, the tigers, bears, 
wolves, hyenas, giraffes, camels, horses, cows, asses, 
sheep, goats, hogs, and all the rest of the animal 
creation. That was a pretty good day's work too. 
The next representation was the same beneficient 
being making Adam out of alump of cold clay. 
He had him pretty well molded in his own shape, 
and had him up end wise and about ready, after dry- 
ing a little, to blow the breath of life into him. In 
the next picture Adam was alive and kicking, and 
God had him out giving names to the millions of 
the animal creation, not one of which was worth 
even a name, But Adam looked sort of lonesome, 
and God seemed to take pity on him—put his study- 
ing-cap on to see what could be done for his poor, 
lonely Adam, All the masculines had mates of an 
opposite sex; and after God had studied on the 
matter over night he concluded to be as favorable 
toward his higher being as he had been toward the 
bears, the skunks, and the alligators; so he gave 
Adam a dose of chloroform, or some other very 
sleepy stuff, and the poor fellow went into such a 
sound sleep that God performed a surgical opera- 
tion upon him, and extracted one of his ribs so dex- 
terously that Adam never knew what hurt him. 
The next operation is shown by God’s taking that 
small rib-bone and drawing it out into the form of a 
beautiful woman. When Adam saw her he looked 
pleased, and love could be seen beaming from his 
very eyes. The young woman looked pleased, too, 
and they seemed ready to rush into each other’s 
arms. God, he looked pleased, too, as much as to 
say, “ Well, I have done it this time.” I am not sure 
whether that was a good day's work or not. The 
question is mixed. I reserve my opinion. 


Everything would probably have gone on swim- 
mingly had not God, for some inexplicable reason, 
made a.big snake with the ability and disposition to 
ruin all that had been done, and send the man and 
woman, and all their future offspring, to the devil. 
The snake is shown climbing a tree close by where 
the woman was standing, and just, unfortunately, 
when her husband happened to be away on private 
business ; and the way that snake was stuffing his 
soft nonsense into that woman’s ears was enough to 
fill one with indignation. The snake was too much 
for the woman, just as he was also too much for the 
being who had made him, and the woman began to 
look sort of willing, and the snake was laughing out 
of both his mouth and eyes, the villainous scoun- 
drel, and. the poor, inexperienced, and unsophisti- 
cated girl absolutely tasted of the apple, and that 
was. terrible bad pieoe of business for this poor. 


These same horses, of St. Mark were|one-horse little world, and the snake looked as 
though he could dance with very joy. 


When Adam came back he little knew what his 


wife had been up to, and when she offered him some 


of that tempting fruit he forgot all about that God 


had said he must not eat of it, and the poor, absent- 
minded fellow had no more sense than to eat one of 


those apples that God had made and placed before 


him; and that is the reason why we are all so totally 


damned. Pll be d——d if it aint. The snake had 
worked his cards first rate and took every trick, and 
God was taking a nap just above the tops of the 
bushes and did not mistrust what mischief the snake 
was playing with his young couple. But after his 
nap was over and he came down to take a walk in 
the shade where it was kind o’ cool, the young man 
and woman hid away from him because they were 
ashamed to think they had eaten an apple, and 
strangely enough they found out they were naked, 
which they thought was not quite the correct thing. 
So they took fig leaves and sewed them together and 
made aprons for themselves and put them on. 
What they sewed them with the mosaics do not 
state, but they represent them first without aprons, 
and then with aprons, and I must be honest enough 
to say they looked better without the aprons than 
with them. If a little bit of an apron is all the 
clothing man and woman decide to wear I think they 
had better go without altogether—that is, if those 
mosaics are to be taken as a criterion to go by. 
Well, when God was taking his little walk he 
missed the man and woman and could not imagine 
where they were. So he called for Adam and asked 
him where he was. Adam felt as guilty as a dog 
which had been eating stclen meat, but he tried to 
aet innocent, and stepped out from behind some 
bushes and said, * Here I am.” But when God saw 
that apron of fig leaves, wasn't he mad, though? 
He turned pale in the face and in very angry tones 
asked Adam what he was up to. Adam said, 
“Nothing.” But God spoke up sharper than ever 
and said: * None of that, tell the truth. How did 
you know you were naked?" 'Then Adam blubbered 
out that it was not his fault; that Eve gave him a 
nice-looking apple, and, having a pretty good appe- 
tite at the time, he just ate it, and he thought it did 
him good. But god was terribly angry and asked 
the woman what she meant by such conduct, and to 


snake came along and persuaded her to try.one by 


pleasant. 
and in a minute saw what a mistake he had com- 
mitted in making so smart a snake, and gave the 
snake an awful cursing and told him he should 


crawl on his belly all the days of his life and eat 


dust. Now the joke of it isthat the cursing and sen- 


tence did not amount to very much, for the snake 


had crawled on his belly before that and had no 
other way of getting along unless he rolled over on 
his back or his sides, which was not natural for him 
to do. As for the dirt part of the sentence, prob- 
ably it was revoked after God got a little over his 
pet, for no man has ever seen a snake eating dust. 
Now don’t understand that all this is exactly rep- 
resented in those mosaics away up in the arches of 
that vestibule, but the main part of it is. Of course 
the conversation between the snake and Eve, and 
Adam and God, is supplied from the same source 
whence the mosaics were drawn. Other mosaics 
show how that inexperienced young man and woman 
were driven from that beautiful garden and made to 
go to work for a living. They also show how God 
took pity on them and turned tailor and made them 
garments of the skins of animals, that they might not 
catch cold from exposure to the bleak winds, and 
you ought to see him dressing them up in those raw- 
hide garments, making them look more like wild 
beasts than anything else. And I could scarcely 
help feeling sorry for the unfortunate couple, to see 
them grubbing the earth, causing the perspiration 
to ooze from their brows in their efforts to get some 
bread to eat. It made me entertain a very poor 
opinion of the snake, and a not very exalted one of 
his maker. 
Then further on is shown Captain Noah playing 
the part of a carpenter, sawing timbers with a hand- 
saw to make an ark large enough to contain all the 
animated creation; but by dint of sawing, pounding, 
and nailing, he finally got the big scow done, and 
then all the animals with four legs and two legs and 
a hundred legs came marching up to the big door of 
that vast scow, and particularly I noticed the eagles, 
sea gulls, geese, and swans trying to get in when it 
would be supposed they could get along outside 
nearly as well as the eels, fishes, turtles, and frogs. 
When they all got in God closed the door and then 
made it rain most fearfully for forty days and 
nights. It was the biggest rain storm on record. 
Why, it rained several hundred feet in a day, and 
kept it up right along day after day, all over the 
earth for a month and a third. So wet a time was 
never known before, and the poor fellows, by the 
hundreds and thousands, whom the mosaic makers 
represented as struggling and kicking around in the 


swelling flood, looked as though they wished it! 


excuse herself she said she had never heard any- 
thing about its being wrong to eat apples, and the 


way of experiment, and she did so and found it very 
Then God was awful mad at that snake, 


would clear off. But there was no clear off for 
them; drowning was almost too good for them. 
Has not their great-grandfather eaten an apple? 
Yes, let rain keep on without cessation until the 
last one is drowned and the tops of the Himalayas 
aud Alps are completely covered. It serves them 
right. They had no business to be born of such 
parents. No matter where all the water came from, 
no matter where it went to afterward, let the poor 
devils drown and give place to another lot worse 
than themselves. 

You ought to have seen Captain Noah after he 
had his craft ready for sailing, and with Mrs, Noah, : 
and the three young Mr. Noah’s and their wives, all 
standing there by the ark with their best clothes on, 
ready. to take a sea voyage, far more remarkable 
than the one which brought me to Europe. But 
probably they were glad when it was over, for it 
could not have been what might be called a first- 
class ticket to be shut up in that air-tight old scow 
in the dark, with three millions of beasts, birds, rep- 
tiles, and insects, for thirteen months. It is not 
strange that they grew impatient after a while, and 
that the captain is represented in these holy mosaics 
as opening the window of the ark and sending out 
birds as messengers to take soundings as to the 
depth of the water. It was, however, a rather cold 
way of beginning the world anew—especially when 
all hands had gone far longer without eating than 
Dr. Tanner did just at the time I left America—to 
land the ark on Mount Ararat, 17,000 feet above the 
level of the ocean and some 7,000 feet above the 
line of perpetual frost, 

However interesting and beautiful this old story 
may seem to be to thousands I must not dwell too 
long upon it here, but while I stood there with my 
head thrown away back looking up at those mosaics, 
and viewing the representations of the silly old 
Chaldean fables upon which the Jewish and Chris- 
tian religions were founded, I said to myself, *What 
utter fools human beings have been to entertain 
such views of God and truth and to found upon such 
silly falsehoods that which they call the greatest re- 
ligion in the world, the acceptance and belief of 
which is the only possible means by which man can 
escape eternal burning !” us: 

I did not stop to study the mosaics in the other 
arches, for to do so I would have wished another 
neck or a good easy couch upon which I could re- 
cline and look up at my ease. I saw, however, they 
were all incidents taken from the Old and Ne- 


any other volume I know of in existence, 

The baptistry of the cathedral is ornamented with 
marbles, bas-reliefs, and other carvings of Christ/g : 
baptism, with a due amount of virgins and angel/- 
thrown in for good measure. In the right transept 
of the church is the oratory of the cross, formed 
by six columns, one of which is of rare black-and- 
white porphyry. On the wall, to the left, are more 
delicate marbles and a mosaic of Paradise—of course 
accurate. In the left aisle is the chapel of Madonna 
de Mascoli, with a beautifully-aculptured marble 
altar of the fourteenth century, and some more ex- 
cellent mosaics of points in the history of the Vir- 
gin. Other chapels are of a similar description. 

The high altar stands under a canopy on four pil- 
lars of Greek marble covered with various subjects 
in sacred history. This altar is remarkable for its 
two ancient paintings, the one serving as a cover for 
the other. "The first is in the Greek style, in oil, on 
wood, in fourteen divisions, relating to the eventa 
in the life of Jesus. The second altarpiece, called 
the Pala d’Oro, is a Byzantine enamel, on gold and 
silver plating, set off by very elaborate chased work 
and a great quantity of pearls, cameos, sapphires, 
emeralds, and other precious stones. This is re- 
garded as a wonderful piece of art, and is kept care- 
fully covered with two thicknesses of shutters. I 
sat down before it to rest and witness the perform- 
ances of the priests in chanting, administering the 
holy wafer, or transubstantiated body of Christ, to 
the penitents, etc. ; and when all was over a goodly 
number of spectators had gathered, and the priests 
and assistants took the shutters down and allowed 
us to look at that remarkable piece of Byzantine 
art, I can scarcely describe it correctly. Itis very 
intricate figuring and interlaying on a metallic base 
of black and other colors, most neatly executed. 
The whole was perhaps twelve feet in length by 
eight or ten in hight, and divided into sections or 
squares containing distinct designs of a pious charac- 
ter. Great value is attached to it. 

The bas-reliefs in white marble on the door of the 
sacristy are by Sansovino, and took him twenty 
years to execute. Among the relics of great value 
are pieces of the “true cross,” with one of the nails 
used upon it, the very sponge with which gall and 
vinegar were given Christ, or wine and myrrh as one 
of the narrators stated, No matter which of them 
told a falsehood. The sponge isin St. Mark’s, also 
the knife which cut the bread at the Last Supper ; 
the thigh-bone of John the Baptist, as well asa 
great number of artifles pertaining to St. Mark, 
Oh, what lying absurdities! In the cathedral are 
numerous tombs of the dead doges, arohbishops, 
and other diguitaries, P Ko 


Testaments, that source of more falsehoods thar ~. 
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The Campanile Tower, standing but a short dis- 
tance from the cathedral, is forty-two feet square at 
‘the base, and tapers slightly from the ground up- 
ward. It is 320 feet high, and at the top are sev- 
The ascent is by an inclined plane 
Napoleon 
once rode his horse up this ascent to the top ; thus 
there are two places.at least he ascended that I also 
ascended. From the top a splendid view is obtained 
of the city aud surrounding country. The moun- 


eral heavy bells. 
next the outer wall, and not by steps. 


tains of tne Tyrol, fifty miles or more to the north, 


proudly held up their lofty heads, and the Adriatic 
Sea and the beautiful plains were spread out like a 
The tower was begun nine hun- 
dred years ago, and was over two hundred and fifty 


lovely panorama. 


years in being completed, Bas-reliefs of heathen 
deities are near the base, and the whole is a fine 
structure of ornamental brick work. 

The Ducal Palace, the old seat of the doge, is a 
place of considerable interest, It was formerly the 
geat of government and contains the halls where the 
Senate and the Council of Ten held their sessions. 
Another hall was for the meetings of the horrible 
Council of Three. The table is still there where 
once they sat, and likewise the stations where 
masked inquisitors and executioners once stood tili 
they received their bloody erders, when without a 
word they moved to execute them. Many a deed of 
bloody cruelty was there performed. 

In the upper story of the palace is also the Salla 
della Bussola, so called from a compass on the door. 
A hole marks the place of the lion's mouth, by 
means of which persons were anonymously de- 
nounced to the Council of 'T'en, to whose room this 
was the antechamber. In addition to the hall for 
the Council of "Three and for the Senate were also 
splendid roéms for the reception of embassadors 
from other governments, as well as many other halls 
and rooms for governmental purposes. All are 
ornamented with statues, bronzes, and paintings. 
In the galleries and chapel of the Procuratie Nouve 
are several good paintings. 

There are many public buildings, palaces, and 
galleries of works of art which I will not attempt to 
describe. I visited a part of them only, deeming 
them fair representatives of the others. I visited a 
number of churches, and was considerably interested 
in that of Santa Maria di Frari. lt is five hun- 
dred years old, and contains many rich works of art, 
including statuary of high order, paintings, bas- 
reliefa, etc. The tomb of Canova in this church 
attracts great attention, and thousands visit it to 
look upon the tomb of that great artist. There are 


numerous other churches, nearly all of which contain | 


noted works of art and the tombs of various noted 
saints and dignitaries. To attend to the duties of 
these numerous churches twelve hundred priests 
are kept in constant employment. ‘There were for- 
merly a greater number, but the government came 
to the conclusion that the holy men were in excess, 
and out down their number some hundreds, If God 
is able to get along in that one town of Venice with 
what twelve hundred priests can do for him, let me 
say I am glad of it. It is well enough to be a little 
economical in heavenly expenses. 

Itook three hours’ ride in a gondola; and here 
let me say a word by way of description. A gon- 
dola is a slim, sprightly boat, thirty-five feet long, 
flat on the bottom, with no keel, turning up some- 
what at the ends, The place for the passenger is in 
the center, and that locality often has a covering 
over the seats, which has been likened to a hearse, 
sometimes having curtains and sometimes windows. 
The gondolas would look far more attraetive if not 
painted black, according to an ordinance of the 
Senate passed many years ago, when they were fear- 
ful the common classes were painting and decorat- 
ing their gondolas too finely, equaling even the 
patricians’ or nobles’. : na . 

The gondolier is a sort of rakish, piratical-looking 
individual, who propels his craft with a single oar, 
standing a few feet from the stern end, skilfully 
turniug corners, avoiding other gondolas, and mak- 
ing good landings at the steps leading from build- 
ings and sidewalks. They can shove them along at 
arapid rate; but when they work by the hour I 
noticed the gondolas went much slower, the force 
expended on the oar being much less. Mine was 
hired on time, the charge being a lira or franc 
per hour. I soon perceived, besides going slow, he 
was especially fond of calling at the churches, gal- 
leries, and workshops of curiosities, which he 
thought I ought to visit while he took his ease out- 
side, but of course under pay. He took me to an 
establishment where fine mosaic work for ornamen- 
tation in buildings, and for personal ornaments and 
jewelry, is manufactured. It is interesting to see 
with what skill thousands of pieces of glass of dif- 
ferent colors are fitted together so as not to show a 
joint in a small piece of work, representing flowers, 
figures, persons, etc., as neatly as the finest paint- 
ing. Ladies jewélry, breastpins, bosom-buttons, 
are thua composed of hundreds of pieces of glass 
skilfully fitted together, Glass-spinning was also 
executed inthe same establishment. Patronizing it 
to a small extent, I pushed on ; but when I saw my 
gondolier persisted in keeping me inside of some 
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establishment I remonstrated with some emphasis. 


ping, etc. He took me out into the Grand Canal by 
the Rialto bridge, and the Bridge of Sighs, which I 
thought nota bridge of large size, no matter how 
many sighs it had caused the poor criminals who 
were foreed to pass over it for execution. My gon- 
dolier soon got tired again and wished me to make 
more calls, do more shopping, sight-seeing, etc. At 
every landing a man was standing with a pole in his 
hand with a hook upon it, with which he pulled in 
the gondola and held it while I stepped out, for 
which very valuable services he expected a few pen- 
nies. These services were unnecessary, and is 
only one of the many ways of Venetian begging. 
Again J made a more vigorous pantomimic demon- 
‘stration that I wished to ride out in the broad ex- 
panse of water. He complied, but with evident re- 
luctance, and was careful not to hurry himself. 
The third hour was enough for either of us. 

There are many showy stores in Venice, especially 
those around one of the piazzas near St. Mark’s. 
Many of the streets where there are no canals are 
not more than ten of twenty feet wide, with no side- 
walks. The streets were clean. As no carts or vehi- 
cles are used wide streets seem hardly necessary. 
The open places, or small squares, are called campos, 
and invariably belong to some saint. 

I visited the quay on the grand canal, where con- 
siderable trafic in market goods is transacted, also 
the markets near the Rialto. Fruits were plentiful 
and cheap. The fish market was well supplied with 
numerous kinds of fish new to me, and among the 
rest large quantities of eels. Here I saw fresh sar- 
dines in profusion, a little fish about the size of 
the little finger. Many were also for sale, recently 
fried. I thought I would see if they were as good 
when fried as when packed in sweet oil. I handed 
out twenty centesimi and the dealer gave me 
twenty-five nice sardines, enough for a meal. They 
were excellent, and I would like some every day. 

The Italians are very fond of cooked squash. I 
saw many pedlers of squash, much like the Hubbard 
variety, just baked. The squash dealers were often 
met with. Sweet potatoesand Irish potatoes (boiled) 
were also for sale on the streets. So if a man has a 
few soldi in his pocket he can in Venice obtain a 
meal at a low price. 

The city being free from the rattle and noise of 
stages, drays, and carriages of all kinds is remarka- 
bly still and quiet. The gondolas glide around 
without making the least disturbance. But as Mark 
Twain suggested, the canals all over the city giv it 
the appearance of a town submerged by high water, 
and that soon the flood must subside, leaving the 
earth again in view. As a novelty a city of this 
kind does very well, but I do not wish to see it 
adopted in American cities. One street like Broad- 
way in New York, with all its noise and confusion, 
is worth all the canals in Venice with its thousands 
of gondolas and larger boats thrown in. 

As Iremained in Venice till 11 o'clock at night I 
had a good opportunity of seeing the gondolas glide 
around by lamplight, each gondola being supplied 
with one or two lamps. The reflection of them in 
the quiet water has quite a novel effect. The 
city seems to have no water works but depends on 
publie wells in the squares or campos. It is very 
common to see a dozen or two around these public 
wells drawing water to carry to the houses. This is 
more frequently done by women and they carry oif 
two large bucketfuls by means of a kind of shoul- 
der spring-board, a la Chinese. A round piece of 
board is floated upon the surface of the water to 
keep it from slopping over, and the sturdy Italian 
women march off with pretty heavy loads of fluid. 
Many other articles are transported in the same way 
by both men and women. These shoulder boards are 
six or eight feet in length. As the water in the 
Adriatic and in the canals is salt, I hardly under- 
stood how wells dug in the city should afford fresh 
water, but probably they are dug lower than the salt 
water penetrated. It might be thought, however, 
that the salt water would leak in and make all brack- 
ish, but it seems not. 

As may well be imagined since coming into Italy 
I have an entire new language to learn. I find no 
words in use with which I am familiar. But so long 
as people will persist in talking that which is not 
English I find it makes but little difference to me 
what it is, as I am about equally familiar with 
French, German, Italian, and Choctaw, though per. 
haps Italian is considerably more unknown to me 
than French or German. The names of money are 
all changed. In Switzerland francs and centimes 
were all the currency ; here they have changed to 
lire and centesimi, a lira having the same value, 
as a franc, and containing 100 centesimi or twenty 
soldi. A soldi is about the value of one cent 
with us. f 

Paper money is largely in use here; very little 
silver is seen and reminds me of the time when our 
fractional currency was in use, I have seen these 
small bills from half a lira up to ten, twenty, and 
fifty lire, Twenty franca or lire in gold is worth 


We could not understand each other's language, but 
I made him underatand by pantomime that I 
wanted to go outside in the harbor, among the ship- 


nearly twenty-two franes in paper. French, Eng. 
lish, and German gold pass here very well, but not 
the silver.and copper; the latter will not go at all, 
no more than the copper of this realm will pass in 
France, Germany, etc. Jt stands the traveler in 
hand to be careful and not carry the small coins of 
one kingdom to another, ; 

We also no longer have the same word for street. 
In London, as in America, the word is street; in 
Paris, Brussels, and in Switzerland it is rue; in Ant- 
werp it is canal; in Germany it is strasse; while here 
in Italy it is via (the being sounded like e). I 
notice the Italian has many words similar to the 
Latin, from which it was partially derived. Thus 
water is agua, way is via, and the same with many 
other words. It seems to me nearly all the words 
end in a vowel. Iestimate them about in this wise: 
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IthinkI could learn the terminations tolerably 
easy if I got familiar with the rest of the words, and 
by some possibility could be able to discover their 
meaning. I would willingly give a week's work to be 
able to speak the language as well as some of those 
apple-women do in New York, and just for the next 
ten days. 

We passed in the night the town of Bologna, a city 
of 100,000 inhabitants, the birthplace of eight popes, 
one hundred cardinals, several artists and distin- 
guished characters. It has an old eathedral, 130 
churches, twenty convents, leaning towers, 1,800 
priests,and is the original place of manufacture of the 
celebrated Bologna sausages. I did not stop to pay 
my respects to it and to see if they were stil mak- 
ing good bolognas there. Not long after passing it 
we began to climb the high ground of the Apennines, 
steadily rising, until we reached an altitude of over 
3,000 feet. We passed through no less than twenty- 
four tunnels, one after the other, in rapid succession, 
one of them nearly two miles long and another nearly 
half a mile. The mountains were piled up in wild 
grandeur and would do no discredit to Switzerland. 
For twenty or thirty miles the making of the road 
must have been attended with great expense. It 
cannot be denied that the Italians are capable of 
accomplishing great undertakings. I could not 
help feeling proud of them when I saw what moun- 
tains of rock they had drilled through. As the cers 
emerged from these wild mountain peaks and crags . 
and we began to descend gradually into the smiling 
valley below, the views were lovely. It had just got 
to be good broad daylight, and nature presented a 
charming appearance. I could not help saying as 
we glided from one beautiful picture to another, * O . 
beautiful nature, how I love you!” As we de- 
scended from the points where only wild, stunted 
trees were growing, we reached the belt where are 
hundreds of vineyards, looking neat, thrifty, and vig- 
orous, and soon the olive trees were seen in profu- 
sion all around us. These were the first olive trees I 
had seen. They have a peculiar green of their own 
and are quickly distinguished from other trees. 
Peaches and apple trees also abounded, and some fig 
trees, The mulberry in some locations is largely 
grown. As we descended into the valley, patches of 
Indian corn were often met, and they looked as 
though the yield was good. I saw growths of vege- 
tation with which I am not acquainted. One kind 
is especially beautiful, tall, and luxuriant. It grows 
ten feet high, with upright stalk, with long, sharp, 
clean-looking leaves in profusion and which are very 
numerous near the top of the stalk. The plant has 
a tropical appearance and is magnificent. I must try 
and learn its name. 

Pistoja is rather a pleasant town of 12,000 inhab- 
itants, situated at the foot of the Apennines, and is 
called by the Italians La Ferrigna, because of the 
large iron manufactories conducted there, It is the 
Birmingham or Pittsburgh of Italy. It is claimed 
pistols were invented and first manufactured there. 
Machinery, nails, plows, cutlery, pins, pistols, etc., 
are manufactured there in considerable quantities. 

An hour's ride throagh a most beautiful country, 
teeming with almost every desirable production of 
the earth, brought us to the old, historical, and even 
beautiful town of Florence, called by the Italians 
Firenze, the Florentia of the ancients. It is a city 
of 150,000 inhabitants, and but for one thing would 
be a very beautiful city. It was laid out many hun- 
dred years ago before people had learned that streets 
of good width are preferable to narrow ones, and 
that itis better to bave them straight and at right 
angles than crooking and curving about in every 
conceivable way. It has afew tolerably wide and 
straight streets, but the greater number are narrow, 
irregular, and without sidewalks or gutters. They 
are, however, smoothly paved and largely with flag- 
stones, and are kept clean, i 

Florence is situated on the river Arno, four-fifths 
of the town being on the north side. The Arno ig 
not equal to the Hudson, nor to the Thames, nor the 
Seine even. It has a fine bed fora river, but the 


water for a large river is not there, and what therg 
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is very turbid. The soil seems to mix freely with 


the water, and to remain in solution. I judge by 
the marks on the walls, built upon each side of the 
river, that in the spring season, when the snows on 
the Apennines melt and pour down in profusion 
their contribution to old ocean, that the river gets 
pretty high. 

Ina topographical point of view Florence is a 
beautiful city, and has a lovely situation in a lovely 
valley, with the Apennines in the distance on the 
north, and hills rising gradually on either side at 
sufficient distance to afford the needful charm, and 
cultivated to their very tops. When one entera the 

own he is struck with the unusual aspect which her 
palaces present, by their solidity of construction, as 
well as their simplicity, by the severity of their 
style, without porticos or columns, and their black 
façades which look like old citadels. He wonders 
at the indescribable genius of severity impressed in 
those almost castles, monuments of the middle ages, 
which still give so characteristic physiognomy to the 
city. Florence has often been called the Athens of 
modern times, from the attention it has given to 
literature and art. Art has indeed had a home here 
for many centuries, and the storehouses of the works 
of art of all kinds area wonder to investigate. Four 
stone bridges (pontes) cross the Arno and unite the 
two portions of the city, and they are solid and 
massive, 

The town is well supplied with public squares or 
piazzas and these are richly ornamented with foun- 
tains and statuary in both marble and bronze. 
The Piazza della Signoria has the precedence for 
importance, antiquity, and embellishments. It is 
rich in monuments of architecture and sculpture, and 
is the center of Florence. The principal edifice 
there is the Palazzo Vecchio, the severe and char- 
acteristic aspect of which recalls to memory the 
fierce and haughty disposition of the ancient repub- 
licans who lived here. It was built early in the 
fourteenth century. It was designed for the Signoria 
of Florence to gather in and transact the business of 
the public, It has been enlarged at different times 
in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Over the 
door are two large carved lions with an inscription 
in Latin. Under the arches, after the entrance is 
made, one is struck with the great amount of carv- 
ing and decorations which line the arches overhead. 
I will not attempt a description, only mentioning the 
large fountain of porphyry, and return to the piazza 
in front. A colossal group of statuary at the 
entrance is Hercules and Cacus, and is a work. of 
merit. On the left corner isthe celebrated Neptune 
fountain. The statue of Neptune in the center is 
nineteen feet in hight. "Ihe four horses attached 
to his car appear very spirited Equally animated 
are the tritons, nymphs, and satyrs which are sport- 
ing around the large basin. A few feet farther to 
the left is a tall, fine, equestrian statue of Cosmo I., 
with bas-reliefs in bronze on the square portions of 
the pedestal. The whole has a rich appearance. 

On the south side of the piazza stands the Loggia 
d’ Orcagna, erected in 1355 for the purpose of pro- 
viding a place for the magistrates of the city when 
they wished to convoke the people. Next to the 
piazza is an extensive terrace or porch richly deco- 
rated with statuary. On each side of the entrance 
up the steps is a colossal marble lion. On one sids 
at the rear of the terrace are the six vestals, all 
Greek sculpture, brought to l'lorence in 1788 from 
the Villa Medici at Rome. In the center are very fine 
groups, one of the rape of Sabines, another the 
death of Ajax, and again the contest of Hercules 
and the Centaur. On the north side are the four 
cardinal virtues, and on the east side the theclogical 
virtues. The bronze figure of Perseus, with its 
base ornamented, is a fine work. In front is a fine 
bronze statue of David holding up the head of 
Goliah which he has just severed. 

This imperfect description will hardly give an 
adequate idea of this plazza, with the imposing 


. buildings and grand statues around it. There are 


thirteen piazzas in the city, and many of them orna- 
mented with statues and fountains, but I will not 
attempt a description. The piazza of Cavour is 
very large and surrounded with uniform porticoed 
buildings. On one side there is a public garden 
called Parterre. Its triumphal arch was constructed 
in 1745. A colossal statue of Dante stands in the 
center of the piazza of St. Croce, and in front of 
the very rich church belonging to the same saint. 
The statue was inaugurated in 1865. A fine marble 
fountain is in the same piazz3. 

I had but one day to devote to Florence, and the 
question arose in my mind which sights I should pay 
my attention to first. My piety soon got the upper- 
hand in this debate, as it most always does, and I 
decided to look at the churches, of course including 
the cathedral. There are over one hundred and 
thirty churches in Florence, and it was clearly out 
of the question that I could inspect them all in one 
day, and also examine the ninety-seven acres of 
paintings and statuary with which the city is so 
rich. J can do considerable, but I could not accom- 
plish all that during the sunlight of one day. So in 
starting out from the station I came upon the very 
fing church of St, Marla Novella in the square 


sawing, ohiseling, drilling, cutting, ohipping, xub- 


owned by the same excellent saint. This church 
was a favorite of Michael Angelo, and he called it 
his bride, so why should I not call in and look at it? 
The foundation stone was laid in 1279. The front- 
ispiece was finished two hundred years i later. The 
length of the church is 300 feet, and the width 90 
feet. It is one of the prettiest churches I have seen. 
It is in the German-Gothic style. The frescoes over- 
head in the high, vaulted arches are very fine, but I 
will not stop to name the subjects, You may know 
well enough that they embraced holy virgins, dying 
Saviora, and all that godly sort of business. The 
paintings on the wall are very fine. The numerous 
chapels are finely decorated with statues and rich 
paintings. On the walls of the large Strozzi chapel 
are very large paintings, not less than twenty-five 
feet in hight, representing the judgment day, and 
heaven and hell, The conceptions of hell I judge 
were taken from Dante's Inferno; they are horrible 
in all conscience, with the monsters writhing in the 
flames of the everlasting fires, It would seem that 
none but a mind very much diseased could imagine 
such horrors. 

One of the priests seeing me poking about in my 
green sort of way, and observing I did not know much 
about what I was looking at, very kindly pointed 
out many of the remarkable pictures and told.me 
who they were painted by; this one by Angelo, that 
one by Torrento, and that other one by some other 
Italian fellow whom I never heard of. They were all 
very fine, and it was doubtless extremely interesting 
to know what dead Italians did it all, but as he 
spoke exclusively in the language of this country, I 
could not understand but a word or two he said, but 
I appreciated his kindness all the same, and dropped 
a few soldi in his hand and we parted happy. 

I could use up several sheets of paper ın describ- 
ing the beautiful paintings, statues, and decorations 
in the various chapels, but I will not, but will give 
you one as a specimen of the entire lot. The Span- 
ish chapel is celebrated for the frescoes with which 
it is covered, and they are by the very best artists. 
On the southern wail are the histories of St. Dom- 
inic and St. Peter Martyr. On the eastern wall 
the militant and triumphant church is represented as 
the gate of paradise. On & throne are seated the 
protecters and defenders of the church, the pope, 
the emperor, the king, the cardinals, bishops, priests, 
and many other distinguished personages. I said to 
them at once : “ Well, if you set of fellows make up 
the inhabitants of paradise, you need not count me 
in. I don’t want to go there.” St. Dominic was 
showing his auditors the way to heaven, St. Peter 
was opening the gates, while Jesus was seated on a 
throne surrounded by angels. On the north side 
was Jesus bearing his cross, the crucifixion, and the 
descent into hell. On the west side St. Thomas 
Aquinas was surrounded by angels, saints, and patri- 
archa, and at his feet were the condemned, the lead- 
ers of heresy and false philosophy, among whom 
were Arius, Sabellius, and Averroes. I thought 
again to myself, *I had rather any day go to hell 
with such men as Averroes than to heaven with 
such men as St. Dominic and Thomas Aquinas, The 
fourteen figures in the niches represent, 1. Civil 
right with the Emperor Justinian ; 2. Canon law, 
Pope Clement V.; 3. Speculative ‘Theology, Peter 
Lombard; 4. Practical Theology, Severus Boóthius; 5. 
Faith, Dionysius the Areopagite; 6. Hope, St. John 
of Damascus; 7. Love, St. Augustine; 8. Arithmetic, 
Pythagoras ; 9. Geometry, Euclid; 10. Astronomy, 
Ptolemy; 11. Music, Tubul Cain; 12. The Dialectie, 
Zenon of Elis ; 13; Rhetoric, Cicero ; and finally, 
14. Grammar, Donato. Those pagan fellows did 
well enough, but I am not partial to saints. On the 
ceiling are the resurrection, the ascension, the de- 
scent of the Holy Ghost, and as a symbol of the 
church, St. Peter’s ship preserved through the storm. 
There, is not that enough for one chapel of a church 
where there are a dozen more equal to this if not more 
80? 

After this I came to a gallery of paintings and 
antiquities; I walked right in, and in the hour I was 
going through I saw more paintings, more statues, 
more carved book-cases, bureaus, sideboards, chairs, 
more antique tables, with fine tops of mosaic work, 
and more old furniture inlaid with ivory, poarl, and 
gold than I shall undertake to describe. 

The next thing was to take an omnibus and ride 
for three soldi, or cents, wherever it pleased to take 
me. I watched the buildings and people until I 
found myself at the west end of the city. I then 
remembered I wished most of all to visit the Duomo, 
or the cathedral of St. Maria del Fiore (of the flower 
or Red Lily), and invested three more soldi with 
another omnibus to take me to the piazza del Duo- 
mo, which is thecathedral square. ‘The cathedral is 
in many respects aremarkable structure. The walls 
are of stone with a veneer of black and white mar- 
ble very skilfully put on in figures of great variety. 
The length is 500 feet and the width 310 feet; width 
of nave 128 feet feet and hight 153 feet. There are 
three large doors in front and two on each side, all 
richly carved. The veneering for the front of the 
cathedral has never been put on but is now being 
done. Isaw some thirty or forty artists in marble, 


bing, polishing, inlaying, making mosaics, etc., ete., 
for the front of this temple. They are at work by 
the-side of a part of the cathedral, where a high 
plank inclosure is made for the purpose, and there 
they have an engine at work driving such machinery 
asis needed. The edifice being entirely faced with 
the most beautiful variegated marbles presents a 
very rich appearance. 

It was begun in 1298, but met with some vicissi- 
tudes, for in 1586 one of the pestiferous Medici 
family demolished the entire marble front. It was 
designed by the republic to be the largest and 
most sumptuous building that could be invented, in 
order that it might correspond with a “ very great 
heart," because originating in the minds of most of 
the citizens united together in one will. Michael 
Angelo is said to often have looked at it and said it 
could never be surpassed, and it is probably ex- 
celled only by St. Peter's in this city. Among the 
Madonnas on the front is the Madonna del Fiore by 
Giovanni di Pisa, with Ghirlandejo's mosaic of the 
assumption; G. Gaddi's mosaic of the coronation of 
the Virgin is over the middle door within the 
church. 

The interior of the cathedralis of dark mottled 
stone with a variegated marble pavement for floor, 
inlaid with lilies, in red, black, and white marble 
designed by Angelo and Gailo. It is lighted by 
narrow stained windows. The vast nave is flanked 
by four great painted arches on each side of the 
middle aisle (55 feet wide) which are carved with 
armorial bearings. The windows of the side aisles 
ave small, and those of the clerestory at the distance 
look like mere circular holes. The choiris octagonal 
inclosed by an Ionic colonnade, and corresponds in 
shape with the dome above, which is algo eight sided, 
and double-cased (one dome within another), The 
interior of the dome is covered with rich frescoes 
by Vasari and Zucchero. It is 140 feet in diameter 
inside, and 100 feet above the ridge of the roof of 
the cathedral. From the pavement to the top of the 
cross is 380 feet. There is a hole in the top through 
which the sun, shining in line with a mark on the 
pavement of the north transept, shows the direction 
of the meridian, first traced by Toscanelli in 1468. 
In the choir are bas-reliefs by Bandinelli and his 
pupils, Behind the high altar isa Pieta, the last 
work of Michael Angelo. 

Among the monuments are, Giotto, the painter, a 
portrait bust of Majano. Brunelleschi, and a bust of 
Ticino, the friend of Lorenzo de Medici—the same 
Lorenzo who, when his brother Giuliano was killed 
at the high altar by the Pazzi, escaped death by fly- 
ing into the old sacristy. In the five chapels round 
the tribune are statues by the first old sculptors 


of Italy. These chapels, with their pictures and s ^ 


other relics, are contained in the three apses which 
surround the base of the dome at the east end of the 
church, It is said on Easter eve the cathedral is 
crowded with the farmers of the surrounding country 
to watch the motion of an artificial dove, which at the 
Gloria in Excelsis glides along the nave on a rope, 
sets fire to a combustible car, provided for the pur- 
pose, in the street, and then flies whizzing back. All 
the hopes of the superstitious farmers for a bountiful 
harvest are fixed on the safe return of the dove to 
the altar. Such is exactly the nature of Christian 
superstition. The cupola over the dome is magnifi- 
cent and is said to surpass that on St. Peter's at 
Rome. Though it has been struck by lightning 
several times it still remains intact. 

It is not necessary for me to describe all the stat- 
ues and paintings of virgins and saints in this cathe-. 
dral. Ihave probably done quite enough already. 
Suflice it to say I am getting pretty familiar with 
nearly all the saints. I have learned when T see a 
fat, old, monkish-looking saint leading a tame lion 
about, that it is St. Mark. When I see one with a 
book and pen in a brown study to think what big 
story he shall write next, I know in 2 moment that 
it is meant for St. Matthew. I am sorry he was so 
given to big stories. Whan I see a hungry-looking 
sort of fellow with a cow by the side of him and no 
other companion but a pen and inkstand, I know in 
a trice that he is St. Luke. He was in the habit of 
making statements of things he knew nothing about 
the truth of. When I see an extra: meek, delicate- 
looking saint, with the dyspepsia, I take it for St. 
John, especially if he looks as though he had just 
had a vision. When I see a very calm and serene 
individual sitting on a rock, with his placid counte- 
nance turned toward heaven and a skull by the side 
of him, from the information I have I take it to be 
St. Jerome. When I see one more pious looking 
than all the rest, standing up straight, nearly naked, 
with his body shot full of arrows, and he looking as 
though he did not care a cent for them, I know 
without being told that he is St. Sebastian. When I 
see a venerable, tall, stoop-shouldered man with 
a little babe in his arms, which I am sure he could 
not be the daddy of, I know he is St. Christopher; 
and so of lots more of those old fellows. I hav got 
so I know them just like a book; I know them as 
quick as I see them. And I fancy they hav got so 
they know me. As I passed St. Sebastian the 
other day I thought he nodded at me, and that Bt, 
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Sermon on the Liberal League Congress. 


DEARLY BELUBBED AN’ BELUBBEDESSES : De sarmen dis 
lubly Saturday ebenin’ am one which will start out with no 
blast ob de gospel trumpet. If you doesn't understan’ dis 
flowin’ langwidge, den I will gay plainly dat your pastor 
haint got time to hunt through de obscenest ob obscene 
books fora tex'. No; his time an' feelin's won't allow ob 
such triflin' at de present time. see seberal ob de pillars 
ob de churcb, sn’ some ob de pillaresseg, an’ doze wild boys in 
da gallery a-streichin’ dar moufs from ear to ear expectin’ 
dat your pastor is a-gwine for to say somethin’ funny. Jess 
you bring your moufs down to somethin’ like dar normal 
condition, for I’se not in de humor to play de pulpit clown 
or enact de mountebank an’ monkey ala Talmage at de 
present juncture, 

Data la business am French, but you needn’t on dat 

` account slip an extra quarter in de contribution sasser. 

No, dar ain't e-gwine for to be a gospel starter dis heat. 
Tse jess a-goin’ to pick up de ribbons, hold a stiff rein, start 
when I plesse, an’ arter I do start you'll see de dust fly. If 
it chokes you or makes you sneeze dat'aasign you’s tco 
close. All I want is a clear track, an’ I isn’t gwiue for to run 
ober any one “less day is too stubborn to git out ob de way. 

Now, jess keep cool while I starts off with de starter— 
United we stan', divided we don't, Dat ain't de exact 
Kaintuck langwidge, but de essence am dar all de same. 
"What am I a-dribin’ at? Jess you hold your hosses, an’ 
before Ise done spinnin’ round de track you'll know to, a 
eartinty. Dat’s more satisfaction dan you can derive from 
de expoundin’s ob de Bible-bangin’ galoots, an’ consequently 
it am a big satisfaction to me; Now, some ob you jess 
commence a-duckin’ your heads, for I'ae got my howitzer 
loaded, an’ it am pinted right square at de Liberal fold. 

Ds am simply a figure of speech—probably a little figure 
—de little round one dat jess comes before de figure 1, for 
how could I be a-howitzering an’ a-artillerin’ when I'se 
s’posed to be a-dribin’ on de Liberal track? I despises cir- 
cumlocution; but in dis instance it can't ba helped, kase de 
track I'se on am circular. 

Before I make another start I will simply state dat dar am 
not gwine to be any twenty-onethy’s or thirty-twothy's in 
this, .but will consist solely ob a great, big, plump, fat 
fustly. Now Ise ready. I was at de last Liberal League 
Convention, I was pleased to see so many good men an’ 
women present. Dar was boss intelligence an’ way-up 
genius in dat assemblage. Dar war; butI isn’t gwine to 
dwell on de side dat was golden, but say dat dar war some 
things cooked up by a few an’ forced upon de balance. Dar 
war some ob our leadin' lights who refused to partake ob de 
dishes; an’ our heart aches an’ our eyes grow dim as we say 
dat de greatest an’ most accomplished Liberals ob both 
hemispheres war present, Dat trumpet-voiced an’ silver- 
tongued Liberal orator, massa Ingersoll, was one ob doze 
who would not be forced to do dat which was agin his sense 
ob right, an’ so he bid farewell to the Liberal League. Den 
dar war dat honest an’ valiant soldier, massa H. L. Green, 
who would do right eben if de heavens tumble in conse- 
quence darof, Others hab departed likewise, au’ de voice 
ob your pastor praise dem for so doin’. Does you think, 
honeys, kase massa Bob quit de narrow stage ob a League 
dat he hab stepped out ob de Liberal harness? Why, brees 
your hearts, de whole earf am his platform, an’ all civilized 
humanity his audience. 

I say it boldly, an’ I'se not detractin’ from de good work 
done by de members ob de Liberal Leagues, but put dem 
all together, an’ dey has not made one-half as many converts 
to de Liberal cause, dey has not drummed up half as many 
recruits into de Liberal ranks as has dat great apostle ob 
humanity, massa Bob Ingersoll. 

But, here, l’se done with perronalities, an’ will strike out 
in a different gait. Dar am not the slightest reason why 
dar should be any dissensions in our ranks, I despise all 
such doin’s, for it brings us down on a lebbel with de eber- 
quarrelin’, caterwaulin, an’ wrauglin’ churches ob Curist 
Jeaus. = 

How am it to be remedied? De means am simple. As 
Christ spoke in parables, I'll follow suit, as I’se ob.de opin- 
jon de occasion demands. Keep your moufs a little more 
closed, an’ your ears a trifle wider open, so’s you can take 
in all dar am ob 


DE PARABLE OB DE FEAST. 


1. Dar sojourned on de face ob de land a community ob 
de choicest spirits, both male an& otherwise. 

2, Day was constituted different from de other portion ob 
de human race, inasmuch as each an’ ebery one ob dem had 
a mind. 

8, He had his'n, an’ she had her'n. 

* 4, Therefore dey war not called upon to hire black- 
gowned dervishes to do dar thinkin’ for dem. 

5, Dis was good for dem; but, verily, it war mighty rough 
on de dervishes, 

6. In doze days it came to pass dat de wise brethren said, 
one unto de other, '‘ Let us spread a feast, an’ let all nations 
an’ races partake darof.” 

% An’ you bet they had a bully good one. 

8. Years passed, an’ time made de community strong in 
numbers. 

9, Day came from de tabernacles ob de Catholics, ob de 
Mefodists, ob de Presbyterians, an’ all dcze shops whar day 
bow down to a false God. 

10, An’ soon it came to pass dat de last comers war 
afflicted with a disease. 

11. Bome more dan othera, 

12. It war de big head. 

18. Axn'lo, an’ behold, another feast dey gib. 

14. De ole wise men ‘shook dar heads in sadness; for lo, 
instead ob de clear.an'sparklin' Liberal wine an’ de whole- 
some Liberal food, dey chucked on bar Whisky an’ half- 
gut fodder, ES 


venture, bust. 


ciples, 
friends ob de cause We hab nearest to our hearts. 
try to hab de costly churches an’ cathedrals pay taxes jess 
de same as de little blacksmith shop down in de lane. Let 
dem worship as dey please, but let dem pay for de amuse- 
ment as we do for ours, 
reach ob de innocent children in our public schools. 
be Liberals, an’ not fanatics, 
am no canal or freight boat for every hobby or ism dat 
comes along, backed up by some wild-eyed hyena who 
thinks he’s got de world by de tail simply bekase he has 
thought ob some wild thing one man cut of a thougan’ 
wouldn’t countenance. 


15. “Think dey this is a hash-house," said the elders, 
“ dat day sling on such dishes, et cetera?" 

16. “Nay, verily,” responded the extremists, ‘‘ but we 
bring our diskes as proper adjuncts ob de great Liberal 
ones, dat ye may partake ob dem algo. 

17. Den spake de great apostle, ‘De Liberal dishes only 
am designed to grace de festiv board.” He also spake unto 
dem, sayin’, “If ye hav need ob sich things, partake ob 
dem at de Iunch-counter, or in your homes, for day smell in 
our nostrils,” 


18. But dey came with dar dishes all de game. 


19. An’ BI Jones, sired by ole Jones, an’ damned by 
Sasan Jane Jones, an’ all others who knew him, spake as 
the spirit moved him. ‘'Lo, here am a high ole game dish 
ob de bird ob burden, de Jack. It am now known as Com- 
munism, an’ he who refuses to partake ob de same am no 
Liberal, an’ he who does partake an' says he likes it not is a 
liar if he thinks go,” 

20. Then arose J. Smith, de last ob his race, an’ — 
these words, ‘‘ Lo, dis black puddin’ a-swimmin’ in rum 
sauce is Democratic, an’ he who partakes not ob it is no 
healthy Liberal. 

91. Den Zabedea Johnsing climbed unto his feet an’ dar- 
upon solilequized: 

22. “Verily, de aforesaid J. Smith is a liar, a hoss-thief, 
repeater, an’ ballot-box stuffer. Partake not ob his vile 
truck. Lo, here I offer unto you a rich ring-cake, slightly 
moldy, but it isa genuin Republican all de same. So be 
it ye partake not ob dis, den you am no Liberal, an' may ye 
be damned. 

28. Den a noise was heard in de midst ob de gatherin' as 
J. Cesar Boggs, ob de lan’ ob Boggaville, brought in on an 
inflated rubber platter a very small canvass-back duck, 
stuffed with rags. He said, ‘‘Dis am de Greenback dish, 
an’ he who eats it not, stufiln' an’ all, is no Liberal, an’ may 
he be damned. 

24, But de damnin’ didn’t hurt any one. 

25. Den de great Tom Brown, ob de tribe ob Brown on 
his father’s side, flew in with a little pastry known in de 
lan’ as a puff. He spake, **I know de same am rather thin, 
but if ye partake not ob dis spiritual dish, den are ye not a 
Liberal.” 

26. Den a wild-eyed virago, with a flowin’ garment, cut 


low under de chin, made her voice heard above all de up- 
roar, 


27. “Behold, I bring unto de feast a roasted female 


ui 


“The flsece kath not been removed, nor hath the en- 


S been taken away, vet am it asavory dish, an’ dem 


who partskes not ob dis Freelove dainty am not, nor neber 


was, Liberals.” 


29. Den de great apostles gathered dar robes aroun’ dem 
an’ walked cff into a corner a-holdin’ dar noses, 

80. An’ dey dus spake one to another: 

81, “Lo, if we partake of all dese dishes we will, perad 
What do you say if we climb out an’ git,” 
82, Au’ day clumb an’ got. 

33. An’ lo, à angel appeared, sayin’, “Look at de next 


feast dat will come in de future,” 


94, Lo, an’ behold, dar appeared a banquet spread with 


many dishes, but de Liberal viands an’ dishes war not on de 
board. 


85. And dar sat at de banquet not a single Liberal. 
96. An’ I spake unto de angel, cryin’, ‘Verily, dese claim 


to be Liberals. Wherefore are dey not.” 


97. An’ de angel cried out in a loud voice, ‘Ob, you 


thick headed galoot, go an’ hunt up your Webster an’ find 
out what a Liberal is, anyhow.” 


88. An’ I went ag de angel directed, an’ lo, I'm willin' to 


bet two dollars an’ a half dat de ole flyin’ sharp knew what 
he was talkin' about. 


39. Amen. 
I doesn’t wish to wound your feelin's, but I jess want it 


'stinctly understood dat dar am too many isms a-creepin’ 
into de Liberal ark. I doesn’t care what your politics am, 
or whether you is a Communist, Spiritualist, Freelovist, or 
a damfoolist generally, but I do care if you js gwine to try 
to force your opinions down de neck ob any ob my flock, or 
£-tryin! to make it a cause ob debate in dis heah church, 


Now, honeys, let us stick to de ole bedrock Liberal prin- 
Let us vote for doze men whom we deem de best 
Let us 


Let de Bible be kept out ob de 
Let us 
Our clipper ship, the Liberal, 


We doesn’t want such aboard. 
Wes got on all de freight we cau carry. Look at dat water- 


logged ole mud-scow, Zion, nearly to de water’s edge filled 


with all sorts ob rubbish an’ filth. Don’t you see she am 
a-sinkin’ an’ a-goin' down stream all de time, Well, dat 
war what she was built for—to carry eberything dat was 
rotten. Our Liberal craft wasn’t designed for such use. 
So if any ob you think you’s a-gwine to soil de clean decks 
ob our noble ship with your dirty freight you’s mistaken. 
When you run down to de landin’ with your dirty luggage 
yowil find dat de gang plank has been drawn in. Honeys, 
believe what you please. Be good Liberals, an’ no matter 
what your opinions may be on other questions, keep dem 
outside ob our Liberal conventions an’ papers. Now look 
out, De sasser will soon come aroun’, an’ I'se sailin’ home 
under de string an’ come agin fo de starter, ‘United we 
stan’, divided we don't,", 
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Theological Impudence. 

To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: It haa 
always Scemed to me a most remarkable fact that we who 
hav borrowed the sacred books and a part of the religion of 
an ancient pecple, and hav at the same time rejected a very 
large portion of their religious creed and ceremonies, should 
pretend to hold their books so borrowed in greater awe and 
respect than did their higk-priests and Jearned laymen. Here 
we are carefully studying, and commenting upon with ex- 
treme reverence, every word and line of certain chapters of 
these books, and giving to them a literal signification, 


whereas their greatest priests thousands of years ago really | 


had no such bocks if we may credit the thirty-fourth chap< 


ter of Second Chronicles and the twenty-second chapter of 


Second Kings and that chapter of Esdras wherein the writer 
JHeclares the Lord's book is burned, and tells how ho re- 
stored it. 

One of the most valuable of all the literary productions 
transmitted to us from antiquity is the essay of Josephus 
against Apion. Josephus was one of the greatest men his 
nation ever produced, and a priest of the Jews, His learn- 
ing is most remarkable when we consider the age in which 
he flourished and the peopl» among whom he was educated. 
Every page of his writings evinces his extreme respect for 
the religion of which he was a hereditary priest. In this 
essay, among many memorable statements, he declares: 
“Oar sacred bocks are twenty-two in number. The five 
first ara the books of Moses, in which he has given us his 
own laws and the traditions among mankind of the origin of 
creation.” 

His own laws, not ‘God’ 8 laws, aud the traditions of the 
origin! Yet to-day our priesthood has so wrought upon 
itself and us as to make us regard every line, every word, 
every letter, a3 the very word of tke most high God. How 
wonderful! But ’tis of a piece with that which compels us 
to observe the first day for the seventh, although Constan- 
tine the emperor is the only authority for it (see Sozeman, 
and also Brand’s Encyclopedia), and allows us to neglect 
the first day of the seventh month, although it was enjoined 
forever, with most awful penalties for. disobedience (see 
Lev. xxiii, 23-38), and of a piece with that unfairness which 
shudders with well-3ssumed horror at anything unfamiliar 
to us in the rites of heathen religions, but reconciles us to 
the human sacrifices ordained by Jehovah himself (see 
last verses of Laviticus) for the Jews at a time when 
Christna was uttering the doctrins of the Sermon on the 
Mount to the cultivated population of Hindostau. 


Who has read Philo Jucous's works? Over eighteen f 


huudred years ago he stood as the foremost man of his race 
before all the world. His people, scattered over all the 
known world then, as they had been from immemorial tima, 
selected him as their representativ on an occasion of vital 
import to their national religion, their honor, and even 
their lives. Ia the famous schoola of Alexandria none stood 
more eminent than Pailo. Venerable by hia years, his vir-. 
tue, and his renowned learning, a hizh-priest and a philoso. 
pher, the world held him in the greatest respect. Philo has 
given us at great lengih his views upoa the scriptures. Ha 
was called the Plato of his age, Oae would naturally infer 
that our modera theologians would hail wlth joy the oppor: 
tunity of receiving from such a one, who in addition to all 
his titles so justly earned, bore that of Jewish hlgh-priest, 
his opinions of the scriptures of his own religion, But no 
such thing. They carefully refrain from any allusion to 
him lest they might destroy the delusion of their subjects, 
Philo treats the whole story of Genesis and much of the re- 
mainder of the scriptures as an allegory. Here we sea 
where Swedenborg got his ideas of scripture, Here is the 
source of his inspiration. Philo ridicules the idea of any 
person havirg so little sense às to regard the narrativ gs lit- 
erally true. He saya (book 1, Allegories of the Sacred Law): 
‘Tt would baa mark of great simplicity to suppose that 
God made the world in six days, or in anytime at all." 
“Tor let not such impiety ever enter our thoughts as to 
suppose that God plants paradises; let no such fabulous 
nonsense ever enter our minds.” ‘God runs and implanta 
terrestrial virtues.” '' World means law; light, intellect; 
city means doctrin; deluge, sin," “Nature began from an 
insignificant seed and ended in the most honorable of things 
—animals snd men.” ‘‘ Heaven is mind, earth is sensa- 
tion,’ etc. Cain built a city, “How ridiculous to say a 
man built a city ! He founded a doctrin.” Aud so through- 
out does this great man explain to the Jewish people the 
Scriptures, He knew very well that intelligent men among 
them would hav laughed to scorn the idea of & literal inter- 
pretation. No, that ''mark of great simplicity” was 
reserved for the barbarians of Europe and their ‘‘ cultured ” 
descendants of the nineteenth century. 

Reading Philo we find that the ideas of advanced scholars 
then were about the same a3 those of the advanced thinker 
of to-day. Development, protoplasm, the motion of the 
earth on its axis, the attcac'ion of the magnet for the wire 
(“Just as they say the wire is attracted by the magnet” 
—Rewards and Punishment, vol. iii), and numberless other 
ideas aud facts were knowa to them, although our school- 
books tell us otherwise. We also find in reading him (chap- 
ter on the contemplativ lifc) that a sect existed, and had for 
along time, similar to what we might suppose the early 
Christians to hav been. DeQuincy ridiculed Josephus’s ac- 
count of this sect, calls him a liar, ssys he made up the 
story to destroy Christianity, admits if it were true it does 
overthrow Christianity, for it would prove that Christianity 
existed in the world before Christ and without Christ. He 
forgot Philo'a account, or rather never saw it, and it would 
be difficult to do away with the testimony of both. 

Behold, the», our unparalleled impudence and folly. 
Steal a religion from its founders, and thousands of yeara 
afterward by our blundera and ignorance regard it with a 
mistaken reverence and pretend to know more about it than 
those who were its ancient high-priests } 


- 


Hout, -. 


believing it wrong to marry, from religicus motivs. Noyes, 


whose minds first dawned the atomic theory. The men who 


“The Mystery Solved.” 

To tus Eprror or Tas TRUTH BEEEER, Sir; In your 
issue of Oct, 234 I noticed an article upon the above subject. 
Tread this article through the second time before I could be- 
lieve that it was not intended for buncombe, but finally con- 
cluded that the author meant what he ssid, and this view 
was somewhst enhanced by the title which preceded the 
name of the author, for ** Rev.” to me has become almost a 
synonym for ignorance of astronomy, geology, philosophy, 
and the sciences in general. If you will allow me the space 
I will make a few comments upon the article in particular, 
and the;'* Rev.” fraternity in general. 

The gentleman begins by telling us something we already 
know, that astronomy and geology are alike adverse to the 
Christian religion. There is, indeed, an uncompromising 
war going on between these sciences and Christianity, and 
the fact that all the concessions hav been made by the latter 
imbue us with confidence in the ultimate success of truth 
over error. More than three hundred years ago Copernicus 
gave to the world his ‘‘ heretical’ theory of the universe; 
then it was buried beneath the slime and filth of Catholicism 
and had set about its tomb the minions of the church to 
guard against its resurrection. The church then taught the 
Ptolemaic theory. It taught that the earth was the all, and 
that all else was created only to fit it for the great end— 
man, It taught that the earth was an immovable center 
about which revolved the sun, moon, and stars in a series of 
cycles and epicycles. It taught the Mosaic theory of the 
creation, and astronomy was then a great proof of its correct- 
ness. When the truth was made known the church fought 
it. First it declared Copernicus a ‘‘ simpleton ” and hooted 
at his doctrin. When Galileo avowed himself a champion 
of that theory it sought debate; it got it; and when van- 
quished in argument it took refuge behind the Bible; it 
worked upon the superstitions of the masses, and twice 
forced Galileo to denounce his belief by torture and fear of 
death. God, Bible, and church—the trinity of superstition 
—were all opposed to Galileo, but truth came to the rescue 
and his vindication has been ag complete as it has been 
glorious, 

He says the system of the world, according to Sir Isaac 
Newton, was not created by the God of Moses. Well, Sir 
Isaac is undoubtedly correst in his insinuation, Christians 
hav quit claiming that the book of Genesis is more than a 
tradition; and traditions are not necessarily truths, and 
must be very plausible before they can be accepted as such. 
Genesis is neither probable nor possible, and the sooner the 
Christians stamp it as a lie the better it will be for the re- 
mainder of the Bible. 

His hint to the clergymen is unnecessary. They hav been 
following the plan he propozes for more than a thousand 
years, When geology was first reduced to a science the 
clergy denounced it; and while it may be retarded, it will 
not be crushed out, but will rise over and above all, purer, 
brighter, and better for the persecution it has endured. 

In your citation of the case of a gold body becoming re- 
duced at a given distance from the center of the earth to the 
specific gravity of cork, perhaps a misconception of the case 
or a malicious translation of the premises, has led you into 
error; for while gold will sink into water a few hundred 
feet, there is undoubtedly a depth beyond which it will not 
go. Philosophy teaches and cffers good proof that some 
atoms are heavier than othere, while our conception of ail 
atoms is that they are equally compact. Besides, your Bible 
tells of a remarkable inatance in which a man was reduced 
to the specific gravity of cork, at the same distance from the 
center of the earth, and why not a lump of gold; or is a 
lump of gold less a myth than was the famous gentleman 
from Galilee. But suppose it is an absurdity; then science 
does not teach it, Science is truth. There may be innu- 
merable mistakes in Newton's '' Principia,” and when once 
discovered none are more ready to correct them than the 
Infidels; for, my dear sir, one of the greatest distinctions 
between the Infidel and Christian is that the former can dis- 
cera error and is always avxious to correct it, while the 
Christian assumes that he has a solution for life and every 
phencmenon of the universe, and turns a deaf ear to the 
entreaties of reason, and seeks consolation in that infamous 
book which tells us the first attempt of man was to acquire 
knowledge, and that it was met by a blighting curte. Icare 
not what your Bible says, the researcher after knowledge is 
the obj:ct of my admiration—the only monarch before 
whom I care to bow. 

Christians may overwhelm Iofidelity, but we hav confi- 
dence in & future when men will be wiser and better. The 
Medes and Persians overrun Greece. Her great institutions 
of learning were made the training schools of gladiators and 
her noblest scholars made the gladiators themselva; her li- 
t ton. To go backward is impossible. Oa- braries were u:ed to light tae camp fires of barbarians unable 
save for M EI As 5 tto, and I hope Fd tas thee | 9 comprehend the matchless worth of the volumes they 
ward and oe aa a ne plos ing these great, PUDE; her finest buildings—wonders of architecture—and 
dart tepidum ingen the ud dn ihi jg | C2CR advancement in architecture is a step increasing the 

, g t ere ivilizati eas 
not always the most easy or seemingly natural one to take, Mri Pe faa a. Et eles = as " 
yet in the end it will lead to the highest mental and morali shg merry laugh of innocence now ente naught but the hor- 
perfection, and consequently to the greatest happiness of rid yells of demi-savages in debauchery and drunken rev- 


Sexual Intemperance.—No. 9. 

** Mrs. Slenker, there are thousands in this land who only 
need your indorsement to agree to anything. How, then, 
can you teach; them that intercourse between husband^and 
wife ia wrong or pernicious except it ba for purposes of pro- 
creation ?"— W. : 

lam always sorry when my friends are unable to think as 
Ido upon important subjects; but as we are all differently 
organized, educated, and environed, it is impossible for any 
two of us to think alike on all subjscts. Itisa solemn and 
&wful thing to possess the power of swaying the minds of 
others. It is a responsibility few of us are fitted to hold. I 
know it is pleasant to feel-that you can bring the convictions 
of your readers into sympathy with your own, and of course 
all who speak or write aim to hav their readers believe what 
they say. I confess I do this even while it makes me trem- 
ble with a sense of insufficiency to be told, as thee tells me, 
“I hav sworn by you so long it is with reluctance I now 
find it necessary to take issue.” But deeper than even my 
fear of not guiding and leading my readers aright is my 
sense of the importance of the subject which has so deeply 
agitated the minds of so many of my TRUTA SEEKER 
friends. Iam trying to go slowly and surely and make no 
misstep nor utter any untruth, evea by implication. And 
right here will friend W. please inform me how many years 
he has been studying upon ttis all important subject, sexual 
intemperance ? As for me, I can hardly remember back far 
enough to tell when I first began to think, investigate, read, 
and ponder upon the union of sex and ail its varied and 
ramified consequences. I could see the terrible evils of free 
lust and promiscuity and the greater evils of married lust 
and enforced parentage; but, Bible-reared and priest-taught, 
I supposed it God's will and nature’s law. As years passed 
Tread Fowler, Trall, O wen, Foote, and others who preached 
‘temperance, but no line was drawn—just as thirty-five 
years agoa temperate and moderate use of spirituous liquors 
was advocated as right, natural, healthy, pleasant, aad hap- 
pifying. Liquor was stimulating, medicinal, invigorating, 
flesh-producing, and so good. Wine, cider, beer, and old 
Jamaica rum, brandied peaches, and all sorts of drinks were 
found in our homes; and when the temperance prohibition- 
ists began the work of teaching and preachiug total absti- 
nence, what a clamor and furor were raised! It was depriv- 
ing people of their rights ; it was fanatical; it was going to 
extremes; it was anything but good and proper. It was all 
a piece of bosh and nonsense.” But slowly, patiently, and 
persistently the reformers worked on; temperance meetings, 
newspapers, and songs, temperance talks and temperate 
lives, all did their share toward creating a new era of 
thought, and now where are the advocates of moderate 
drinking? Medical men held on to the ‘‘demon of the 
stili " just'as long as they could, but one by one they too are 
giving up prescribing liquor as a medicin, and even the 
churches are using colored water for sscramental purposes, 
believing it can be changed into blood just as well as if it 
had the true color. : 

Now we Alphailes expect to hav a much longer and 
stronger battle with the spirit of lust and sexual intemper- 
ance than temperance advocates hav had with the fiery 
spirit of rum and its degrading and debasing influence. 
But we shall just as surely conquer in the end as hav all 
others who hav inaugurated and labored in the great reforms 
that are elevating and refining the world of mankind, 

Thee says, I hope you will recant aad mend the mis- 
chief you hav wrought." If I do recant it will be the first 
backward step I hav ever yet taken in any of the reform 
movementa I hav endeavored to advocate, and they hav 
comprised no small number either, and every one of them 
has either been accomplished in its entirety or is fast on the 
way toward being so. 

I should hav taken hold of this subject yeers ngo could I 
hav found a solid foundation upon which to stand. 

The old Bible gave. it not, neither did Christ as half man 
and half god, nor did Paul, who taught that it was best not 
to touch a woman. The celibate monks end nuns, as well 
a8 Shakers, all took wrong grounds as a starting-point, 


deity and heard in every thunderbolt the mutterings of an 
angry god. Those who defended Rome had arisen above 
the worship of Jupiter and hig associates, but in the ruins of 
Rome was planted areligion far more infamous than the 
worship of mythology. Where once burned the pbiloso- 
pher’s lamp we now hav the inceuse upon the altar; where 
once the preceptor taught the student now meet the bishop, 
nun, and sponsor; from the.same forum where once tlie 
eloquence of Cicero held the enchanted multitude, now 
come the mutterings of an ignorant or hypocritical priest. 

Newton's ‘‘ Principia” may be erroneous in some particu- 
lars, but it contains gems of priceless value. It is a volume 
woven in the loom of his own genius and its woof was gath- 
ered from the broad field of his ceaseless researches. No 
monarch ever proclaimed that it should be a law; no priest 
ever commended it in thanksgiving nor children sung its 
praise in vespers. It went before the world with its truths 
and errors, and scientists hav ever found upon its pages 
more valuable than gold much to commend, a little to cen- 
sure. The name of Isasc Newton is as a brilliant star, 
beckoning the student on to a brighter land, with streams 
of purer water and fields of fairer flowers, Just beyond this 
vale of ignorance and superstition. x 

A comparison of the *' Principia ” with the ''geocentrio 
hypothesis" is & siander upon Newton and a flattery to 
Piolemy. The latter theory was only advanced to please 
the fancy of the great masses: it was only the prevalent 
ideas reduced to a system, It did not emanate from thought 
and did not contain one gem of truth, It was fostered by 
the wealth of pomp and power, and from the vast number 
of observations he was enabled to make Ptolemy was but 
little more than an ignoramus mot to know that he was 
wrong. But years after he was dead the '* wise” men de- 
fended his theory, for how else could they explain how 
Joshua made the sun stand stil], or how that kingly orb of 
day could be turned back in its course, But the entire syg- 
tem has been proved to be false. "What, compare Newton 
to Ptolemy? When Ptolemy, Christianity, the Bible, and 
all the paraphernalia and senseless shew of the church hav 
been buried in the chaos of the forgotten past, the glory of 
Isaac Newton will be but in its dawn. 

He seems to think the assauits of Infidelity upon Chris- 
tianity are as ethereal as a dream, Well, I think after the 
gentleman makes a few denunciations as ''simpletona" of 
some of the philosophers who hav made a great many of 
these attacks, he will awaken to a sensibility of the fact that 
he has becn doing the dreaming himself when he thought to 
make the American people believe that our ‘‘ renowned 
astronomers and geologists are simpletons." 

By the way, it would really be amusing to hear Joe Cook 
denounce Leucippus and Democritus; David Swing, Coper- 
nicus, Galileo; Isaac Loomis, Isaac Newton, and Beecher 
Epicurus, for Beecher practices what Epicurus taught, while 
he teaches what Epicurus practiced. 

Yes, œ> on and hurl your foul epithets and base insinua.- 
tions at the noble men who are giving their days to scientifis 
research; this is the only argument you hav left; uso it by 
all means, "Those people are trying to do something to bet- 
ter the condition of man, of our country, and leave behind 
them eomething for which their children will love their 
memories, But you and your seventy thousand brother 
clergymen, what are you doing? You are stalking up and 
down this land, reaping where you hav not sown, like go 
many cancers sucking away the very substance of honest 
toil. This may seem cogmatical, but when a man without 
braias enough to be anything better than a preacher talks 
about denouncing men who had more brains than his entire 
race, I usually become dogmatic. 

But let nothing impede you in your puril attack upon 
the astronomers snd geologists; it will last but fora day. 
You cannot fetter the hurricane nor manacle the ocean 
wave; neither can you stop the onward march of science,4 
You may shut and bar your gates, but the war is now an 
aggressiv one, and soon your rotten ramparts must fal 
before the hot shot and shell of truth. M. Watson. 

Terre Haute, Ind., Oct. 29, 1880. 

_ t$ BP ——————— 
An English Physician on Dr. Tanner’s Fast. 

Dr, Richardson, who stands high among Eaplish medical 
men, thus sums up the resulis of Dr. Tanner’s forty-day 
ast : 

“ One or two writers out of the few who hav credited Dr, 
Tanner with any intention of usefulness hav cffered an 
opinion that the experiment he has performed may prove 
beneficial as a matter of economic science, aud that a good 
many persons may learn a great deal from it. 

** [t may fairly be admitted that the experiment is of some 
value in this direction. 

“When we know how little food is really required to 
sustain life we may the more readily surmise how very much 
more food is taken by most persons than can ever be applied 
usefully toward that sustainment, 

“I hav no compunction in expressing that while the fast- 
ing enthusiast was subjecting himself to considerable danger 
from his abstinence, many hundreds of thousands of critics 
were subjecting themselvs to an equal danger from indulg- 
ing in excesses or foods and drinks. 

“The only difference on their part would be that they 


with bis complex marriege, was off the track, Mormoniam, 
with its one-sided plurality, was sex slavery, and our own 
monogamic system was little better in that line and far worse 
as regarded the health of mothers and children, and Free- 
love was too often lawless, selfish lust, So I was all unset- 
ted till at last, like a bright meteor flashing through the 
darkness of night, came te Alpha preaching continence in 
marriage and out, and no sexüal intercoursa save for propa- 
gativ purposes. True it tock 4 whole year’s resding of that 
before the truth fully dawned upon my mind that there was 
no gafe medium, no moderate indulgence, no easy, pleasant 
way of evading the stern, solemn edict of entire chastity 


Lii eio elry. Though smothercd down and made the slave ofj were not so wise as to confine their self-imposed risks to a 
” If he who liveth, learling whengs Woe Springs, beastly power, yet the literary culture and social refinement | limited period of forty days. 
Hip ompi debt for ancient evils done of Greece was not exterminated, but burst out anew in the| ‘They keep up their experiment, and with every vessel 
In love and truth alway ; Roman Empire. The Goth and Vandal swept down upan |in their bodire Stranen o Tepletioa and seriously overtaxed, 
: i i i tinue to replete and strain the more. 

“If making none to lack, he thoroughly purge Rome, and among her ruins we find here and there a relic | COR À 
lust of self forth from his blood: panei It we could induce, therefore, such persons to contem. 
M i and ins! t ofealt torth from ER bloo of her departed glory. Bat not yet was to be extinguished plate their proceedings and io strike à fair comparison 
Nothing but grace and good; that fire which must eventually reach each human mind, but | petween their own foolhardiness and that of Dr. Tanner, 
"If he shall day by day dwell merciful, which, like the smelting furnace, only separates the gold | the mora) they would easily draw would not be without its 

Holy, just, kind, and trus, and Mula dod from the dross, After the ruffianism of the dark ages the | worth on their understandings. i 
Dee love of Rel havends o Min sun is breaking upon a better day, Science has ever been ei PEE te gomparison annot ae mage ait 
** He, dying. leaveth as the sum of him the slave of superstition, but truth is the mailed knight ile ie ost Gf Contin i» very much Cul of ic of fashion, 
A'life-count closed. whose ills are dead and quiet, which shall eventually rescue her from the hand of the| «The first is a vice which, by familiarity, begets favor 


Whone good ls goiek anq mighty, £ar and noar, coarse and vulgar libertin who would be her ravisher, 


and competition ; the second-is a fully, which by itg oddity 
Knowle, Ya, ..  BLMINA DRAKE SLENKER, kd 


Greece was the home of Leucippus and Democritus, in 'beget amusement, compassion, and contempt," 
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captured Greece were barbarians who saw iu every star a - 
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(Continued from page 729.) 

Christopher gave me a wink with his left eye, bui I 

am not sure it was so, for the next time I cast my 

eye toward them they were looking as serious as 
“ever. Perhaps it was only an optical illusion. If 

Isee them nodding aud winking at me any more I 

shall make sure that I am not mistaken, and then, 

perhaps, I may report them at headquarters. I 

don't think the bishop would allow their cutting 
up with an old Infidel like myself, and I do not 
wish them to be putting on any of their familiarities 

with me, if I am a long way from home. : 

While in the Duomo I had the pleasure of listen- 
ing to twenty priests or more—out of the three hun- 
dred which it takes to run this establishment—chant 
Latin before the high altar while thirty-two candles 
were burning and while the sun was shining brightly 
out of doors. Some of the candles were not less than 
twelve feet high, candlesticks and all. This chant- 
ing isa peculiar process, and I wish I understood 
music so Icould give it to you in notes. Sometimes 
they chant all together, and sometimes one set will 
lead off with a sentence and then another set will 
reply to it, and again sometimes repeat the same 
over again. I presume it is the liturgy—thanking 
the Blessed Virgin for what she has done, and ask- 
ing her for numerous other favors. It is supposed 
God is very partial to that kind of music, but I 
don’t believe he is, because I am not. 

The Campanile, or bell tower, stands near the 
cathedral. It isa light, square, good-looking tower, 
and over forty feet square at the base. It. is relieved 
by octagonal projections at the corners, and covered, 
like the church, with slices of variegated marbles, 
and adorned with fifty-four bas-reliefs and sixteen 
Statues. It is 269 feet high, and was to have been 
supplied with a spire ninety feet higher. It is 
ascended by 415 steps. I ascended them, but I was 
not particularly sorry that they left off those ninety 
feet. My knees ached before I reached the top; but 
I had a magnificent view of the city, the lovely val- 
ley in which it lies, the beautiful residences in every 
direction, and the grand old Apennines off in the 
northeast. It is curious to look dewn on the people 
from these high altitudes, who look like pigmies 
trotting around in every direction. 

The baptistry of the cathedral is an octagonal 
building standing a little way from the Duomo, on 
recisely the spot where once stood a temple of 

ars. Te is 108 feet in diameter, and was built in 
the thirteenth century. Here all the children are 
christened by the archbishop twice a year. There 
are plenty of pillars, statues, and bas-reliefs about 
it which you can easily imagine without help from 
me. 

From the Duomo I went a dozen squares or s0 to 
the fine church of St. Croce, located on the square 
or piazza which. he is the proprietor of. This is 
called the Pantheon of Florence, and belongs to the 
Black Friars. Within the walls Michael Angelo, 
Galileo, Machiavelli, Alfieri, etc., are buried. 


claimed, “Still it moves.” Thus after the church 


after thus leaving him over a century, they were at 
last compelled by the justice and_ appreciation of 
mankind to take up what remained of Galileo and 
enshrine him in one of their first churches among 
others of the highly honored dead. And now they 
even wish to claim him as a son and to appropriate 
to their own honor the great discoveries he made. 
Such is the perfidy and falsehood of the church. 

In St. Croce I again sat down to rest and listen to 
the chanting of a lot more of priests. It was differ- 
ent from anything I had heard. On theseat behind 
me were two women, one a matron, the other a 
maiden, and they both took an active interest in the 
worship, especially the maiden. Her responses to the 
chanting of the priests were musical and interesting 
though all in Latin. I wish I could give you a spec- 
imen of the words and drawling monotonous strain 
in which they were rendered. But despite all the 
sincerity they might be credited with, I could not 
help thinking it a very useless way to be spending 
time on such a bright sunny day. The money-box 
was brought around more than once, but it was not 
made largely plethoric from my pockets. I would 
rather spend my spare change for grapes. f 

The next place visited was the Palazzo Ufiizi— 
the picture gallery of Florence—a most interesting 
place too, in which to pass a few hours. Many days 
could profitably be spent there in studying the 
thousands of the works of high art kept on exhibi- 
tion, I cannot say how many acres of paint- 
ingsIsaw, but a large number Í assure you, and 
many of them were of the finest quality. It was 
founded by the Medici family and is among the 
good deeds which are to be set down to the credit 
of that cruel bloodthirsty family. This extensive 
gallery is contained in the Uffizi, or offices, a 
range of buildings forming three sides of an oblong 
court, between the Palazzo Vecchio, and the Arno, 
about 500 feet long and 125 broad ; originally serv- 
ing as part of the corridor—extending more than 
1,0C0 feet over the Arno and connecting with the Pitti 
palace which is a museum of art in itself. Besides 
this there are several other rooms, halls, corridors, 
etc., filled with works of art, including statuary, 
paintings, tapestry, engravings, mosaics, furniture, 
etc., ete. 

The whole is far more than I expected to see, and 
with the exception of Paris is far more in the way 
of paintings, etc., than I have yet met with. Three 
or four of the corridors are 500 feet long. Many 
of the rooms are vaulted and magnificent, and the 
long corridor reaching from the palace across the 
river to another palace must be over a thousand feet 
long. All, all filled with fine statues, paintings, and 
grand specimens of mosaic and inlaid work, embrac- 
ing tables and other rich furniture. I know many 
of you would highly enjoy looking at these thou- 
sands of fine paintings, and I am sorry I am unable 
to give you an adequate description of them. I 
cannot take the time to specify any of the paintings 
or the contents in any particular room or corridor, 
but can only give the names of some of the depart- 
ments or divisions: First and Second Vestibule ; 
First, Second, and Third Corridor; the Feroni Gal- 
lery ; Cabinet of Ancient Bronzes ; Hall of Niobe; 
Hall of Baroecio ; Hall of Inscriptions ; Cabinet of 
the Hermaphrodite ; Cabinet of Cameos and En- 
graved Stones; Hallofthe Portrait of Painters, Nos. 
land 2 (three hundred life-sized portraits in all); 
Cabinet of Medals; Venetian School, first saloon, 
second saloon ; Cabinet of Gems; French School; 
Flemish and German School, first saloon, second 
saloon; Dutch School; Italian School ; the Tribune 
Statues; Tuscan School, First Hall, Second Hall; 
Hall of Old Masters; the Long Corridor to the 
Pitti Gallery; Room of Original Drawings, great 
assortment of tapestry; Hall of Venus; Hail of 
Apollo; Hall of Mars; Hall of Jupiter; Hall of 
Saturn ; Hall of the Iliad ; Hal! of the Stufa ; Hall 
of the Education of Jupiter; Hall of Bath ; Hall 
of Ulysses; Hall of Prometheus; Corridor of the 
Columns ; Hall of Justice ; Hall of Flora ; Hall of 
the Pocetti, ete., etc. All, all these filled with fine 
paintings, statues, and works of art; and it being 
'Thursday, the admission was free, and I saw all 
these thousands of paintings, etc., for nothing. I 
have also to give my testimony that but a small pro- 
portion of them are pious or holy paintings; but few 
blessed virgins, but few dying and dead gods, and 
but few sanctimonious, unhappy saints, I was 
rather surprised to find in Italy so large a number 
of paintings with so small a number of the charac- 
ter named. The assortment embraced a wide range 
of subjects, historical, classical, personal, ideal, 
poetical and nearly all beautiful. Some are very 
faithful to nature, and I thought as I wandered 
through some of the corridors and saloons, “Oh, what 
a field for Comstock.” "What a good thing it would 
be if he would emigrate to Florence, Kamchatka, 
the North Pole, or the infernal regions, 

J visited two or three other galleries, 


'" Ashes which make it holier, dust which is 
Even in itself immortality. 
Here repose 
Angelo’s, Alfieri’s bones, and hia, 
Tae starry Galileo’s, with his woes; 
Here Machiavelli’s earth returned to whence it rose.” 
—Byron. 


This church was built in 1294 in the German- 
Tuscan style. It is 460 feet long. Many marble 
slabs are in the pavement, and ancient frescoes are 
at the east end. There are twelve or fifteen chapels 
around the church, and I would give you a full de- 
scription of the grand statues, paintings, and bas- 
reliefs, but I am quite sure I have already tired you 
with these, In the second chapel is the monument 
of Michael Angelo, with his portraits looking toward 
the dome, and statues of painting, sculpture, and 
architecture. There is also Ricci’s monument of 
Dante, with figures of Italy and poetry. His body, 
however, lies at Ravenna. Here is also the monu- 
ment of Alfieri, by Canova; as well as the monu- 
ment of Machiavelli, by Spinnezzi. Several other 
monuments are also in this chapel. 

On the left of the nave is the monument of the 
great Galileo by Foggini. Tardy justice was at last 
rendered to the memory of the astronomer and phi- 
losopher. After hie body had remained unnoticed 
for one hundred years in unconsecrated ground (just 
think of it) his bones wereremoved to this church of 
St. Croce and a monument erected to his honor. 
The respect which the world paid to the great abil- 
ity of this distinguished man doubtless forced the 
church to this step. When the old man first enunci- 
ated the great truth that the earth is a sphere and re- 
volves daily on its own axis, the high dignitaries of 
the church told him he lied and that such doctrines 
were subversive of the teachings of the Bible and of 
theology. When he persisted in announcing the 
truth they pursued him, thrust him into the dun- 
geons of the Inquisition, and applied torture to him 
though nearly blind and over seventy year, of age ; 
and by the arts of cruelty and oppression which 
those inquisitorial villains knew so well how to ply, 
they forced the good old man, in order to save his 
life to recant what he knew was the truth. But : 
When he was released from the olutches of the but not 


[xus 
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| church, he still repeated the truths he had for years 
uttered about the rotundity of the earth, and ex- 


absolutely drove the old philosopher in sorrow to his 


grave, and did not even allow him to be buried in 
consecrated ground, but as an outcast and a heretic— 


intend to stop that His pink 9r well, living or dead 


equal in extent te the one just alluded to. I was 
much interested in the private gallery of Seignor 
Leopold Dumini, Piazza Pitti No. 16. His pictures 
are copies from the most valued paintings by the old 
masters, and as they are recently executed they look : 
bright and fresh. They are for sale at reasonable 
prices, and if any of you or your friends wish to 
obtain good Italian paintings you will do well to 
send to him. I saw some dozen of artists in the 
large gallery copying paintings. 

After seeing all the pictures, I could make a good 
use of, I strolled through the publie gardens, called 
Boboli Gardens, and belonging to the Pitti Palace, 
On entering to the left of the palace a fine grotto 
presents itself opposite, supported on both sides by 
statues of Apollo and Ceres. Immediately behind the 
palace is a beautiful ampitheater, with raised seats 
in the outer circles and twenty-four classical statues 
on the outer wall. Fine fountains are in the center. 
Throughout the garden are fine shaded walks and 
arbors, interspersed with statuary. On ascending 
the hights the colossal statue of Plenty is very con- 
spicuous, At the highest portion is an old fortress 
of several centuries ago. From the tower in the 
garden I had another splendid view of the city and 
the splendid country surrounding it. I had not seen 
all the picture galleries nor all the museums, but I 
felt I had seen enough for one day. I, however, 
wisbed before the day was over to visit the house of 
the man for whom I entertain the highest respect of 
all the men who ever lived in Florence—the man 
whose studies, researches, and discoveries have dona 
more good to the world than all the Medicis, all the 
priests, bishops, cardinals, and popes that have lived 
in Italy. I mean Galileo. So, inquiring out the lo- 
cality, I climbed the steep street, Via della Costa, 
near the south bank of the Arno. The street is too 
steap for horses and carriages to ascend it, but it is 
nicely paved with square blocks of stone. As slowly 
ascending the hill I thought, how often had the wise 
and great Galileo climbed that same street, for there 
he lived many years, and in that still, good old house 
on the hillside he died. I well knew when I reached 
the house, for a life-size bust of the old astronomer 
is upon the house, and this inscription on a marble 
block in the front wall: 


* Qui ove Galileo 
Non Sdegne Piegarsi alla potenza del genio 
La Maesta de Fernando 
Det Medici.” 

I presume this inscription and the portrait were 
placed upon the walls of the house long after the 
philosopher’s death. The portrait is a pleasing one, 
do. a man about seventy years of age, and 
bespeaks a high order of intelligence and kindly dis- 
position. The house is a very substantial one, being 
a. basement and two stories above. It is of stone 
and plastered over, and laid off to represent hewn 
blocks. I went into the house, but as the dwellers 
therein speak only Italian I could not converse with 
them or make any inquiries about relics or 
mementos. But Galileo will ever live in the memory 
of men who love the truths of science more than the 
falsehoods and superstitions of theology. 

On crossing over the Arno I met two nuns or- sis- | 
ters (virgins of course) differently clad from any I 
had ever seen. They dressed in dark snuff-colored 
wollen cloth, with a large cape of the same goods 
that came two-thirds the way to the ground, and on 
their heads leghorn hats, with brims nearly a foot 
wide. I thought it the most grotesque custume I 
ever had seen. The evening I spent in strolling 
through the narrow streets, looking into the stores 
and noticing the customs of the people. : 

At 10 o'clock I took the train for Rome. It being 
the third night in succession that I had rode all 
night, with the hardest kind of sight seeing through 
the day, I did not very closely watch the country 
through which we passed, but I think most of the 
way the country is good. The distance is some 130 
miles. As we approached Rome the country seemed 
somewhat broken and sterile in places, Some of the 
ground seemed by the moonlight not to be much 
cultivated. Again I saw peach trees, apple trees, 
fig trees, olive trees, and I thought orange trees, 
with many vineyards and many fields of vegetables, 
ete. For the first time I had a compartment to my- 
self nearly all the way. I think there was no 
American or Englishman on the train. No foreign- 
ers are coming to Rome just yet, and will not till 
about the middle of October, when danger from the 
fever is over. On all other trains I have found 
Englishmen, Americans, Frenchmen, Germans, eto., 
but on this only Italians who live hereabout. The 
visitors come as far south as Florence, but not much 
further for yet a few weeks. On the ride from 
Venice to Florence I met two gentlemen from Phil- 
adelphia, They wished to cometo Rome but should 
not do so for a few weeks yet. One of them editied 
me with an account about a friend of his who last 
year wished to visit Rome, but waited at Naples 
till the safe period arrived, but while waiting took 
the fever and died. I learn since arriving that 
there are few or no strangers yet here. So it seems 
I am about the first arrival. But I do not feel 
afraid. I have taken a room for ten days, and 
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Although I have spun this letter to an inordinate 
length already, I must still tax your patience with a 
recital of my introduction into the Eternal City, and 
a few of my experiences here. The train reached 
the Rome station at six in the morning. I deposited 
my baggage there, and started for the city nearly a 
mile away. I preferred to walk. My first purchase 
was an enormous cluster of fine white grapes, weigh- 
ing nearly one and a half pounds, and for which I 
paid four soldi, or four cents, They tasted good 
‘and they constituted my breakfast. With a little 
inquiry I made my way to the Piazza di Spagna, 
where Cook's Tourist office is located, where I 
expected to receive letters from home, but the clerk 
was late and the office not open, so I patronized two 
or three omnibuses, and took a view of the great 
city of Rome. I liked it tolerably well, but it is not 
equal to some of the cities I have visited. "The new 
part of the town up toward the station is very fine, 


and there are a number of streets in that quarter 
wide and pleasant like our American cities and the 


Streets of Paris ; but in the older part of the city 
the streets are narrow and irregular, as they are in 


many of the European cities. I visited the river 


Tiber on which Rome is built. It hardly comes up 


to my expectations. It would take several dozens 


of such rivers to make one the size of the Hudson 


at New York. I judge itis about four hundred fect 


in width, and the water is far from being clear. 
The larger portion of the city is on the east side 


of the Tiber, though St. Peter's and the Museum 
of the Vatican are on the west side. The omni- 


buses are a cross between a street car and a common 
omnibus, The wheels are 2 1-2 feet in diameter, 
and the body is little higher than a street car. You 


can fide from one end of the route to the other, say 
two miles, for 3.soldi or cents. I have patronized 
them considerably. I visited several piazzas or pub- 
lic squares, the most important of which is Piazza 


del Popola. It is the most richly ornamented square 
in Rome, being decorated with semicircular terraces, 
statues, etc. In the center is a granite Egyptian 
obelisk. It is about one hundred feet high, is cov- 
ered with Egyptian carvings and inscriptions, and at 
the top is a large cross, and that seemed to me like 
à profanation, a desecration. A Christian cross sur- 
mounting an Egyptian obelisk! What sacrilege! 
But what better can you expect in Rome? Fine 
fountains are at the foot of the obelisk, the water 
issuing from the mouth sof stone lions. I judge the 
Piazza del Popolo contains about two acres, and is 
paved with stone. 


Upon returning to Cook’s office I found about a 
dozen letters, mostly from home, which I was most 


glad to receive of course. The next thing was to 
secure a room. I could not afford to stop so long 
at a hotel. I must study economy. I did not have 
to search very long. I walked down in what is 
called the Strangers’ Quarter, in Via Groce. I saw 
acard out indicating apartments to let. I called, 
but found it was a suite of five rooms, one flight up, 
and quite too expensive to suit my purse, The 
lady, however, who spoke French, was very polite, 
and took me up two more flights, where other fami- 
lies resided, and where she thought I could get a 
petite apartement, as I told her I wished. The 
dwellers in the upper part of the house, consisting 
of some four ladies and one gentleman, were soon 
gathered together and seemed to be very friendly 
peoplé. Ilaid my case before them as well as I 
could, speaking but two or three words of their 
language. I told them I was an unsophisticated 
stranger all the way from America, had no parents 
living, and that I was looking for one small, wee, 
petite apartement for myself alone. They looked 
very pleasant and friendly—as though they would 
be glad to accommodate me if they could, and glad 
to see me at any rate. The man gave me to 
understand that he had been to America—to 
Venzuela. That is not the America as ¿s America ; 
and as he could not speak English, our facilities in 
the conversational way were quite limited. He, 
however, offered to share his room with me, and it 
was a good large one; but preferring to be by my- 
self, I gratefully declined. If one of the others 
had made the same offer, Ido not know as poor, 
weak human nature would have refused. But the 
offer was not made, for which let my stars be 
thanked. Thus finding I could not be accommo- 
dated there, Ibid them good-bye to look farther. 
Seeing no place on Via Groce that I thought would 
guit I turned into Via Vittoria, the next street east. 
I found rooms for rent three flights up. I applied. 
A young damsel came to the door, I told her as 
explicitly as possible my wants, of which she could 
not understand a word. Soon the mother and two 
other daughters were in attendance, and I opened 
my case with as much eloquence as could be ex- 
pected under the circumstances, they not being able 
to understand a word I said, nor I a word they said. 
I found the mother could speak French, and I had 
nearly half a dozen French words at partial com- 
mand, so at it we went with all earnestness and due 
patience. I was glad to see they took an interest 
in me, and glad, too, to see that I took a correspond- 
ing interest in them. We soon began to make prog. 
ress, I tried my best to tell them what I wanted, 


& 


and they tried their best to understand me. "There 
was a language of sympathy between us if not a 
language of words; and when we could do nothing 
else, we would all stop and laugh heartily. This we 
did several times. How could we help it when the 
case was so ridiculous? I notice all nationalities 
laugh in the same language. I succeeded in due time, 
by pantomime, a word or two in French and half in 
Italian, with several in English thrown in for make- 
weights, to convey to them that I only wanted one 
leetel apartement pour dix jours (for ten days). The 
lady had three rooms, which she kindly showed, and 
with which I was duly pleased. I told her either 
of them would answer my purpose, and one was all 
I wanted. I saw she was inclined to accomodate 
me, and hope in the moral thermometer rose sev- 
eral degrees. But whether I wanted meals with the 
room, whether I had company, and all those little 
et ceteras, had to be arrived at, as well as the price. 
We, however, progressed fairly; after nearly half an 
hour, the mother, the three daughters, and myself, 
by counting fingers to show how many days I 
wanted the room, resorting to pencil and paper once 
or twice, and laughing outright half a dozen times, 
closed the bargain, and I paid twenty-five lire 
for the room for ten days, from September 24th to 
October 4th inclusive. One of the daughters wrote 
a receipt in pretty fair Italian, and happiness was 
restored. To get my baggage from the station oc- 
cupied about an hour, and then I took a nap, for I 
was weary and needed rest. 

Yes, here I am pleasantly located. "The mother is 
friendly, the daughters are friendly ; the father, 
(whom I take to be a music teacher) is friendly, the 
son (half grown), is friendly, and also I am friendly. 
I have now been here two days. I am keeping 
“bachelor’s hall I have laid in my provisions, 
consisting of three boxes of sardines, a section of 
bologna sausage, half a pound of Italian cheese, half 
a pound of Italian butter, a dozen eggs, a loaf of 
bread, six pounds of grapes, with peaches, apples, 
and figs quantum suf. I must also not forget a 
small demijohn (two quarts) of wine. You see I do 
not exactly know what the effects of Romish water 
may have on me and I feel as though it will be 
safer to trust to grape juice. I have considerable 
confidence in grape juice, even if three or four years 
old. In fact, it is thought to improve by age. And 
then wine is so cheap here a man can afford to drink 
it, for one two-quart demijohn, with wicker-work 
of flagging all over it, cost only one lira or frane, 
besides the bottle. If wine was that cheap in Amer- 
ica, Iam not sure but my consumption of Croton 
water would be somewhat decreased. 

My ideas with respect to the use of wine have 
modified since I came to Europe. I see people use it 
largely, and not get at all intoxicated. It is health- 
ful and agreeable. I cannot see that any harm 
arises from the use of it. It is a comfort, and as 
I believe human beings are entitled to all the com- 
forts they can find in existence without harming 
themselves or their fellow-beings, I am getting some- 
what in favor of wine. If our people would grow 
more grapes, make more wine, and use far less 
whisky, I think it would be better for them. 

I cannot exactly say I admire Italian butter. It 
has no salt in it, besides not being any too clean. 
It seems more like ointment than butter, but by 
working sal (salt) into it and picking out the black 
specks and hairs I make it go very well. My land- 
lady makes me a cup of tea in the morning and boils 
my eggs, and I get along swimmingly. Ilke it far 
better than hotel life. My provisions are all handy. 
My grocer is on the ground floor in the same build- 
ing, my baker is just across the street, my wine mer- 
chant is within half a square, and the man who sells 
me the nicest kind of grapes and fruits is still 
nearer. They all begin to get acquanted with me 
and I with them. I think we shall have no conten- 
tions; harmony prevails and I hope to leave a good 
name behind me. I am feeling very happy here. I 
feel that I am, temporarily at least, beyond the 
reach of my enemies. The arrows of malice and the 
spears and darts of hate cannot reach me here. I bave 
not sent in my card to Leo yet. I am hesitating a lit- 
tle as how to act toward that individual. I wish to 
preserve my dignity. Among the numerous faults 
through life I have committed is the one of being 
undignified, and now that I am in Rome I am more 
than ever anxious to keep up my dignity. Perbaps 
if I send in my card to Leo he may think I am 
anxious to court his acquaintance. But Iam not. 
I consider myself as good as he is. If he is vice- 
gerent for Jahveh and Jesuslam vicegerent for 
myself and run Tus Trutu SEEKER, and that is 
considerably ahead of his time. No; I believe I will 
stand on my dignity and not coax around him by 
sending in my card. Possibly Cardinal John may 
have prejudiced him against me. ^I would like well 
enough to haveatalk with him if he could talk 
English, and tell him what errors he is laboring 
under, and inform him as to my views as to the best 
course to pursue to make the race happy, but I will 
not run after him, There are half a dozen people 
here already who know I have arrived, and if Leo 
has half the omniscience that he and others preterd 
that the person has whom heis vicegerent for he will 


find out himself that I am in town, and he may ` 


govern himself accordingly. 

I am on the corner. One window in my room 
opens on Via Vittoria, and two windows open on 
the Corso. The Corso is considered the finest street 
in Rome. So you see Iam in aristocratic quarters, 
Yes, please do not forget, two of my windows open 
on the Corso. If any of you can make it convenient 
to call on me during my stay of ten days here I will 
be extremely glad to see you, and will give you 
some grapes, treat you to wine, and let you taste 
and smell of Italian cheese, In short, I will treat 
you as well as I know how. 

I have much to look after here. Old Rome, where 
the Cæsars used to live, with the Forum, the Quiri- 
nal, the Coliseum, and Palatine hill, have to be 
hunted up. The Catacombs must be visited. There 
is no end to picture and art galleries, with not many 


less than a thousand churches, at the head of which. 


stands St. Peter's—allto;be examined. Even with 
my rapid way of doing things I will be fully occu- 
pied during my ten days’ stay here, and I will try to 
keep you posted and let you know what I think of 
it all. In the mean time I trust you will hold me in 
remembrance. I will be with you again in a few 
weeks, Adieu, D. M. B. 


————— 9 ———— 


Home Again. 
i New Yonx, Nov. 9, 1880, 

DEAR FRIENDS AND READERS: I hav the pleasure to in- 
form you that I hav arrived home sound and well. 1 took 
the steamer Gallia at Liverpool on Saturday, Oct. 80th. We 
halted four hours at Queenstown on Sunday, waiting for 
mails, and arrived at. the dock here at 6 P. M. last evening, 
making the voyage in less than nine days of absolute run- 
ning. A part of the trip was pretty rough. 

I find upon returning that I hav sent in letters more pro~ 
fusely than room has been found for them, but if no objec- 
tion is made, as they are written they will be continued fora 
few weeks until completed. I trust they may prove inter- 
esting to a portion, at least, of my renders. 

I take pleasure in informing you that on the night I left 
London the branch of the National Secular Society of Bag- 
land of which Mr. Charles Bradlaugh is President and Mrs, 
Besant, Edward Truelove, Dc. Edward B. Aveling, and oth- 
ers, are Vicc-Presidents, tendered mo a supper ard gave me 
a parting farewell upon my departure for Liverpool to take 
steamer for this country. Theevening was a very enjoyable 
one, Tke viands and refreshments were all that could be 
desired. Excelent speeches were made by Mr. Bradlaugh, 
Mrs. Besant, Dr. Alice Vickery, Dr. CO. R. Drysdale, Dr. 
E. B. Aveling, and Mr. U. N. Das, a learned Hindoo. A 
beautiful illuminated testimonial from the society was pre- 
sented to me, in consideration of the bravery it is conceived 
I hav shown in defense of freedom of speech and freedom 
of the press. I bore the same with great pride to these 
shores, feeling that it is a recognition and inlorcement for 
which any person might be truly grateful. Those who ten- 
dered this testimonial hav a lively appreciation of tha 
wrong by which au ecclesiasticalgsociely cnters courts of 
justice and secures the conviction of persons holding views 
Bot in harmony with its own. A detailed report of the 
meeting and a copy of the testimonial will be laid before 
you in due time, 

I am glad to be able to assure you that I return with im- 
proved health, and that I very cheerfuily renew my co-ope- 
rativ work wiih you. Very truly, D. M. BENNETT, 


Darkness Made Visible. 


To THE EDITOR Or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: A few of 
your correspondents are discussing '' What is Thought ?" 
Is thought a eubstance or a function of the brain ? Before 
attempting to giv any view upon the subject please sow m3 
to answer a few questions asked by M L. Sherman, who is 
“waiting a reply." 

“Is there anything ia nature which should not exist ?" 

Most assuredly there are many things in nature that ought 
not to exist. Crime and ignorance ought not to exist. 
Nature is red in tceth and claw. The worst man upon the 
earth never could be so bad as nature. She has passed the 
sentence of death upon all living. No human being can 
come into existence without another being laid at the door 
of death. Man from the cradle to the grave is ever protest- 
ing sgainst nature, ever striving to impress nature, ever 
stiiving to meke nature better by his humb!e endeavors, 
uncess.ng exertions, by his patience and skill at art, 

“Whea we look into the mirror, is the face we see upon 
the plate substance, or do we see nothing ?" 

Wo see the light reflected from our person thet giva the 
form and shspe, color, and apparently the age, A nice 
experiment for your correspondent, Put or take his mirror 
before a large assembly and see ifihe thousands of 
forms will make the mirror one thousandth of a grain 
heavier. 

“ In sitting befere the camera, do we throw anything from 
ourcelvs upon the plate that is miterial ?’ 

If any material leaves us, and g es to the plate in the 
camera, that material is not under the will, thorefore has 
nothing to do with the argument or inference of spiritual 
life. If a material leaves us it is no lorger a part of us; it 
has changed, and the change has made it something else, 
Change, time, space, color, light, aud function are sub- 


stances according to the philosophy of Mr. L. Sherman, — 


“J never had a father," ea d the orphan. ‘'I hav heard my 
mother say that when my brother w:s alive hia father and 
he were of one age ; my mother and I are of the same age." 
This puzzle can be seen through and proved to be true, 
but who can prove the promise true that Mr. Sherman and 
Mr. Chapman reasons fiom? Tae atom ig both a epiritual 
and a material substance. That p' emis is bzgged, therefore 
not woith replying to tecause it is neither proved nor 
gated, All argument built upon such a premis is a waste 
of time and labor. Yours, ete., CHARLES AUDLEY,- 
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The 


Truth Seeker, November 13, 1880. UD 


Free Love; 


BY ALHAZA. 
" A low, sweet moan, I cannot pass the door, 
A pale leaf, where the winds hav played, 
Cast to a chilling autumn shade, 
Yea, I will look on her sad face once more," 
The room seems ‘dark, yet {lighted from 
above, i 
As if white wings were waving there, 
The couch is cooled with perfumed air, 
And haunted with a form of stainless love. 
Like Ghul’s rich gardens in their snowy 
bloom, 
Bhe gentiy waits as Death comes near, 
His presence sweet she does not fear, 
The fairest roses guard the silent tomb, 


"My father robbed ms of my angel bride,” 
- When William clasps her to his breast, 
He kisses all her cares to rest, 
But Crosby, peeping, ha3 them both deseried. 


And stamping: Oook, with knotted snakes in 
hand, 
* Oh, take them to & loathzome cell; 
The guilty woman knows full well. 
He has & wife, within a mansion grand,” 


“ Even if I had a dozan wives and mere, 
One is a flerce and Epiteful lend. 
But my fond heart shall n'er be weaned 
From Ida, lingering on this mournful shore. 


' Qh, could I bear her to soma fairy home, 
Where the wan waters calmly sleep; 
With nought but holy silence deep, 

Where no despair or gloom can ever come!”’ 


His wife comes penitent and sobbing near, 
"Oh. let me soothe poor Ida'a woe, 
She is your angel bride I know 
Nor Orosby's lies your sacred peaca shall 
mar,” 
OO 


An Improvement in the Christian 
Sunday-Sehool Suggested. 


To TEE EDITOR OF TuE TRUTH BEBEER, 
Sir: Yesterday closed vp the quarterly 
meeting of the Methodist Episcopal church 
of the town of Berlin. 

The good Lord has been insirzcted what 
to do for the speedy reformation of this 
town, and especially of these corners, 

A holy Suadsy-school has just been put in 
motio», Aud to complete the machinery, 
and not hay it appear selfish or one-sided, 
the following new improvements are sug- 
gested : 

First, that seven holy teachers be pro- 
cured, one for each day of our caleuder 
week, for the oftener a good thing comes 
the better, of course, 

Heuca thesa seven teachers are to be se- 
lected from seven different nationa whose 
holy Sunday comes on the several days of 
the week as named in our Methodist alma- 
nac, to wit, our Monday is a holy day wits 
the Greeks, Tuesday. with the Persians, 
Wednesdsy with the Assyrians, Thursday 
with the Ezyptians, Friday with the Turks, 
Saturday with the Jews, and Sanday is a 
holy day at these corners—that ig, if our city 

-of Berville almanac is correct, 

But when Sundsy would come at the 
north or south end of the globe, where they 
hav six months alternate day and night both 
M:gss and our Christian almanac fail to tell 
us. 

Yet we are bound to hav a new improve- 
ment in the Sundsy-school business, In our 
holy school we kay some quite warm ard 
some frosty officers, At the last council of 
these officers if was proposed to negotiate 
with the above named nations that each 
should send us one of thelr pious Sinday-. 
School teachers, so that we can hava real 
Sunday-school show on each day in the week, 
agreeable to the Christian almanac, 

Ot ccuree we leave out the frigid zones. 
for it is moet too cold there for either men 
or gods to rest. But nevertheless we pro- 
‘pose a new improvement, We want seven 
Sundays each weck, And as soon as the hat 
is emptied the officers will send to the seven 
nations above named. And when the pious 
teachers come won't it be a blessing ? 

Dg. E. B. WEEELOCK. 


Beroille, Mich. 


Ruptures Cured 


By my Medical Compound and 
Itubber Elastic Appliance in 30 
days. Ruliabie reference given, Bend stamp 
for Circula. 

Say in what paper you saw this advertise- 
ment. ddress Cart., W, A. COLLINGS, 
40 Bmithviile, Jefferson Co., N. Y. 


THE s 


OLERGYMAN'S VICTIMS. 


A Radical Romance. 
MRS. J. E. BALL. 


This pamphlet of over 100 pages ita pleasing 
animated, domestic story, presenting Liberal 
thought in an agreeable manner, and will be 

z read by thousands where heavisr, drier; and 
more philosophical and metaphysical works 
aye not preferred. It is a good story to lend 

Qbvistian neighhors to read, Price, 28 canta, 


George Chainey’s 


FOUNDATION STONES 


OF THE à 


CHURCH OF THE UNITY, 
EVANSVILLE, INDIANA. 


And the foundations of the wall of 
the city were garnished with all manner 


of precious stones.—Rev. xxi, 19. 


For modes of faith let gracaless bigots fight; 
His can’t be wronz whose life Is in the right; 
In faith and hops the world will disagree, 
But all mankind’s eoneern is charity ; 


All must be fa'setha; tuwartthis one great end; 


And all of God that b'ess mankind, or mend, 
—Pope, 


Price 75 cents, Cloth, 


For gale at TRUTA SEEKER Office, 141 Eighth 


street, Naw York. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 


WASHINGTON, D. O. July 19, 1880, 
I wish to notify he pubic that a Mr, Baldwin, 


of Chicago, also Rhodes & McClure, of the same 


niacs, are publishing pamphlet editions of my 
lectures, All the lectures published by them 
are grossly inscourate—filled with mistakes, 
horribly printed, asd outrageously urjust to 
me. These men are simple literary thieves and 
pirates, and are obtainixg money from the pub- 
lic under fales pretenses. I take this course to 
warn the public that these publications are 
fraudulent, The orly correet copies of my lec- 
tures are published by C. P, Farrell, All others 
are published by people who are wliling to steal 
from me and defraud the publi 


titles, and several others under two or three, 
3m31 B. G, INGERSOLL. 


All of C, P, Farrell's editions of sais Inger- 
i ks, one others, are sold at this 
aoe works ANE D.M, BENNETT. 


New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PRRENQLOOT, 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 
Graduate of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College 
and the New York Phrenological 
Institute. 


This work is intended both as a chart for the 


use of phrenologiets and g text-book for stu- 
dents of phrenology. As a chart it will be 
found fuller and more complete than any other 
work of its size on this subject. Is contains in 
addition to the “Table of Developments,” one 
of “Adaptation to Different Pursuits,” and one 
of ‘Conjugal Adaptation,” These tables being 
perfectly easy to understand, are calculated to 
render the work at orce both interesting and 
useful, The work contains also full and clear 
deseriotions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
functions, health, etc. and all tha faculties and 


powers of the mind in seven differeat degrees 


nf development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvament. Its explanation 
of the principles of phrenclogy, ete.. and ite 
other important remarks will be found wel} 
adapted to the needs ef students. and others 
w&o may desire to acquire an elementary knowl- 
edge of phrerolegy sith as little outlay of time 
and labor ae possible. In rhort, this work will 
bo found well ad&pted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and obrenological examiners, 

The work contains 105 pagos, with an excellent 
map of the head, showing the locations of all 
the faculties, and is handsomely printed and 
bound, Prico, paper, 60 eonts; cloth. 75 cents, 

Address D, M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 5t., N. Y. 


* 


Hand, Foot and Power Presses, Die Work of all kinds, 
Perforating Dies a Specialty. 


E, B. STIMPSON, 31 Spruce St NM. 


ta: 8L 


LIST GF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


D 6 vender, These 
wretches hav published one loeture under four 


THE 
Anonymous Hypothesis 


Creation. 


Account. 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Oloth; price 50 cents, For gale by 
D. M, BENNETT. 141 Elzhth 8t.. N, Y, 


$5'to $202 free. Siingon&Co. Portland, Me 


Nathaniel Vaughan, 


A NOVEL. 

By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 
Author of “ The Iliad of ihe East," '' Xavier 
and I," etc., etc. Thrce volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black aud gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25, 


` The characters are set before us by & few’ 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but ; 


as living baings,—Fall Mall Gazette. 

Power. eloquenee, and originality character- 
ize ‘‘ Nathaniel Vaughan " to a degree very un- 
asual among modern novels.—Illustraied Lon- 
don News, 

An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law cf circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition, 
with @ sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas.— Westminster Review, 


D. M. BENNETT, Publisher, 141 Eizhth St.. N.Y 


KNOW THYSELF! 
a HE untold miseries that re- 
fe SN sult from indiscretion in 


early life may be alleviated 


this assertion should purchase 
the new medicai work pub- 
lished bv the PEABODY MED- 
»10AL INSTITUTE, Boston, 


vf P LA Yor, Self Preservation. 
hausted vitality nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by the srrors of youth or too 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 

Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published, It is astandard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of great experiences, to whom was 
awarded agold and jaweled medsl by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings, Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 


the result of many years of extensive and suc- i 


cessful practice, either one of whieh is worth 
‘on times the price of thobook, Bound in French 
cloth : price oniy $1, sent by mall post-paid. 

e London Lancet says: "No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” E: 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 conta for postage. 


Address Dr. W. H, PAR 
dis- 
sasos requiring skill and ex- TH YSELF 


The. author refers by permission to Hon. 
P. A. BISSELL, M.D., President of the Nation- 
KER, No.4Bulfinch "street, 

Boston, Mess. Tbo author 
* e e 
Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN NMESELEEN. 


al Medical Association. 
SUMA 
HEAL 
may be consulted on all 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after & pastoral service of thirty years at! 


Etrepigny and But in Champagne, France, 


wholly abjured religious dogmas, and left as his | 


“Last Wili and Testament” to his parisbion- 
ars, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled '' Oom» 
mon Henge,” 

This is a powerful work i 
much attention from tho Liberai public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been mada, not even by Vol- 
talro, as he himself confesses, The following 
is the opinion of a distinguisbed Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


NEWBURYPORT Mass.. Sopt. 23, 1878, 


A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic | 


per day at home. Bamples worth ¢ 


and cured. Those who doubt: 


Janti;led The Science of Life; : 
Ex- 


and is attracting : 


Thomas Paine, F. E, Abbot, 
Paine’s Bust, Frothingham, 
Paine’s Monument, Wendell Phillips, 
Voltaire, Emerson, 
Rousseau, Garrison, 
Humboidt, Henry Bergh, 
Goethe, Peter Cooper, 
Schiller, D. R. Burt, 
Aug. Comte, B, P. Andrews, 
oine, Walt Whitman, 
Alex, Pope. Froude, 
John Milton, Max Muller, 
Goldsmith, . Warren Chase, 
Shelley, dag. Parton, 
Byron, m, Denton, 
Burns, r. Slade 
Washington, A.J. Davis, 
Franklin, Faster, 
Jefferson, d. M. Peebles, 
John Adams, Frances Wright, 
J. Q. Adams, E. V. Wilson, 
Madison, G. L, Henderson, 
Jackson, Prot. Fiske, 
Lincoln, Fred Douglas, 
Lincoln's Monument, N. P. Banks, 
Gerrit Smith, : , V. Nasby. 
Henry O, Wright, Beechor, 
J.8, Mill, Tiiton, 
Sumner, Moulton, 
Edgar A. Poe, Q, W, Curtis. 
Greeley, Th, Nast, 
Oastellar, d. Q, Bennett, 
Tennyson, Chas, A, Dana, 
Darwin Phoebo Caroy, 
Tyndall, | Alice Carey, 
H. Spencer, Bjizaboth O, Stanton, 
Huxley. Busan B. Anthony. 
Proetor, Lucy Stone, 
Draper, Julia Ward Howe, 
Bradlaugh, Ohas. Cheney, 
Holyoaks, Paulina Davis, 
Ingersoll. ary F, Davis, 
Underwood, Emma H, Britten 
endum, Lizzie Fowler, 
Beaver, Mrs. Slonker, 
L. Colby, Busan H. Wixson, 
Dr. Hare, D. M. Bennett, 
Judge J, W, Edwards, W.S, Bell. 
Lizzie Doten. J. 0, Bundy. 
Mrs, J, Conant, B, S, Jones, 
Dr, Mary E. Walker Asa K. Butts, 
(full figure). W, F, Jamieson, 


Geo, Franois Train. 
H.L,Greon ^ ^ 


To Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam; 

Tto work of the honest pastor, Joan 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
vcowerful thing of the kind which the last 
aentury produced. Thomas Paine’s “Age 
of Reason "is mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire's “Philosophical Dictionary” is a2 
basket of champagne com parod with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
and humane act in translating hia book so well, 


Jamas FAETON. 
Price, cloth, $1.50; paper, $1.00, 
D. V, BENZETT. 141 Eignth 8t., N. Y. 


THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


A collection of songs by Whittiar, Longfellow, 
Bryant, Tennyson, and others, set to familiar 
tunes. Designed for Liberal Leaguos and other 
meetings, and in Liberal homes. Compiledand 
edlied by Eliza Boardman Barnz. P; ice, half 
bound and on heavy paper, 25 eents ; ons hun- 
dred eepies, $15.00; Atty, $8.00: twenty-five 
$6.00. Paper covers, 16 cents; ono hundred 
eopias, $10.00; fifty, $5.00; twenty-five conies, 
$2,00. Two cents per copy additional must be 
sent to prenay postage on all wholesale orders, 
Address all orders to D. M. BENNETT, 


141 Eighth street, New York, 


Was Christ a God? 


Conclusions Drawn from 
Apostolic Writings. 
BY F. MENSIGA. 


ContTENTS.— Questionable Dozmas, Buporsti- 
tion and Religion, the Appearanes of Christ, 
the Lite of Christ, Comments and Explanations 
of Jude, James, John, Peter, Paul (ili his epis- 
tlee), Acts, the Four Gospels, Rovelw ions, a 
Sammary. Erroneous Trieoríes of Deity. Heavy- 
en, Davil, Hell, the Author’a Iutaitlons, Evolu- 
tion of Life. A work of strength and merit. 

An oetavo volume of 253 pages. Prica, $1.63, 

Sold at this offise, 


rly, A WEEK. $13 4 day at home easily made, 
872853 outit free, Truck, Augusta Me, 


. pina $ f 


WHY DON'T GOD KILL 


J 


A gerles of Essays dedicated to the Bt, Johns 
(Mich,) School Board. 


BY M, BABCOCK, 
Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


$66 
SUPERSTITION; 


THE RELIGION OF 


* Believe or be Damned.” 
OPEN LETTER TO THE 


a week in your own town. Terms an: $5 
outfit free. H, Hallett & Co.. Portland, Me, 


BY - 
M. BABCOCK, 
This book contains an inspired PHOTO- 


GRAPH of the GOD that's belvg worshiped at 
the expense of the district in our publie 
schools; the God that" overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that’s wanted in the Conetitution; the 
gontleman tbat owns some threo billion dollars’ 
worth of untaxed church property; the ‘'so- 
he!lp-me" God that mukes a lie the truth in 
court; the God that governors besought to stop 
the yellow fever, whic: he didn't do.. The pic- 
tuve is worth the price of the book. Price, 25 
cents, Forsaleby D. Ki. BE TT, 

141 Eighth str-et, New York. 


LADIES!!! 


" SALEM, On, July 17, 1880, 
“S. H. PRESTON, Dear Sir: Please rond me by 
express, C. O. D., to Portland. Or., $100,00 (ona 
hundred collare) worth of wat " Qomstock ” 
Syringe. I mean business, 
“Dr, MARY SOLANDER,” 


Only sixteen had been gold when 
COMSTOOK 


set out to suppress it, Now orders come as 
above. Grand jurymen buy it for their wives. 
It ds SIMPLE, SAFE, INFALLIBLY RELIABLE, N80- 
(essary to HEALTH snd personal purity, and is 
pronounced by patients and physicians to be 
the greatest , 


GODSEND TO THE BEX 


gotten up in this generation. ` Sent: securely 
boxad, with private instructions for special use, 
Confidential torms to agents. Prica $10 00, 
ddress SAM, H, PRESTON, 
tf32 209 West 34th St, New York. 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES" 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume ig pripted on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
#1 a5.” containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price, 

.28. 


This book contains the principal points that 
Hr. Ingersoll has mado against the Pontateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 

hiets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 

neorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only abougfourteen or fifteen pages, while thera 
aro two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
; book just I£sued, The book is unanswerable in 
its fects and logie, inimitablein its style, and 
Billed with wit, satire, eloquence, aud pathos, 


Busts of R. G, Ingersoll, 
By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50, 

Smali Busta, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.26. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment, Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one, 


Photographs of Mr, Ingersoll, 


By Sanony, the celebrated artist of Now 
York, at the following prices: 


; Imporial orlarge siza . . à 40 centa 
Photo or card size ar ae 20 " 
: Life-sizo Lithograph, 21527 . 60 " 


Postage paid, i 
: D. M. BENNETT, 
141 ErarzH 8T., New YOBE. 


‘THE MODERN THINKER. 


Gecond wumber, 8vo, 160 pp. , , — $1.00 


r 


and a thres-cent 2 


- Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


. themselves. 


The Real Issue. | 


MOSES HULL. 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes it is just the thing. 
Oontains unanswerable &rguments in favor of 
esciontific money, 

. The Commoner says : 

“Nothing has been written which wlll do as 
good work as this, Itis worth its weight in 


Price 10 cents, Sold by D. M. BENNETT, 
i : 141 Bighth st., Now York. 


A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK, 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form ; 
Bhows how Ohronie Diseases can bs positively 
cured by an original system of practice, It con- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to which the human family 
is subject, basides illustrative cases, and will be 
gent by mail to any ons sending thelr Eid 
mp ay aost of mailing, 
BRAY HILL PUBLISHING OO, 
199 Bast asth Street. N. Y 


144 Propositions Proved Afürm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
, eut Comment, 
Revised and Enlarged Edition. 


72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth Nt., N. Y. 


xe The Religto-Philosonhical Journal pub- 
lishes and sells an imperfect, disordered. and 
mangled edition, with all the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1360, from which. it was 
Pirated by the late B. S. Jones, 


y. We SAA 
VINELAND, EY. 

A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove. 

,Qures all forms of Frivate, Chromic, and 

exuai  Disenses, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, soxuel excess in maturer ju and 
other causes, producing some of the fol- 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
of Bight, Defective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Bogtoty of Fo. | 
males, Confusion ef Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, otc,, eta, rendering marriage improper or 
unbap y. are thoroughly and permanently 
eur y en External Application, which is the 
Doctor's latest and greatest medical diseovory. 
and whieh he has go far prescribed for this 
baneful eompleint in all its stages without a 
fallure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many hac 
Falling Sickness~— Fits; others upon the vergo 
of consumption; while others again had be-' 
geome Foolish and hardiv able to take care of 


Byphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. Gonorrhaa, Gleot, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, All diseases of , 
women such as Prolapsus Uteri, Leucorrhea, | 
ete., treated with equal success, | 
Ds. R. P. FeuLows bas within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of casos of all diseases, 
many of which were locked on ns past recovery, | 
and in fact had been given un by their physi- ! 
clans to die; but by the ald of Dr. Fellows’ yal- 
uablo discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monumenis to his 


skill, There are few physicians that hav at- | 
talned the same eminence, or rather the same! 
high position, in the art of henling as that of: 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease ! 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of th» complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, placa the Doctor 
at the head of his profession, 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 

Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
foots, and eure of Spermatorrhaa, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magistiato, which 
ts positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doetor's great skill. 

Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, aud correspondence 
strictly confidential. Enclose two three 


- cent stamps, ond address ns above, 


[From the Western Reformer.] 
“DR. R. P. FELLOWS 


; is a highly educated and scientific physician. 


e hes an original system of practice, and is 
He Anty reliable and trustwo a We hav 
heard many flattering reports of successful 
auras of disaanes inaldant to humanity.” 


THE 
Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 

Mediomania. | 
WO LECTURES. | 
BY i 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine end. 
Medica! Jurisprudence in the New i 
York Free Medical College : 
for Women. i 
Bead before the New York Libere] Club, 
` March 90 and 27, 1874. 
“Pioth: price socenta, Forssleby 
D: M. BENNETT, 140 Elabtb at Na X. 


E 


et 
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WHAT IS MONEY ? NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


A DEBATE 


BETWEEN 
COL, ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 3 cents. For sale at 
this office, 


Issues of the Age. 
CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00, 

Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future pericd stand as 
precedents,— Tacitus, n 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.—X. 
Y. Graphic, 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces: 
thorough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced,—Jewish Times. 

Tho author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many-of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought, He has excel- 
lont tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirations.—W, Y. Tribune. j 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION, 


BY L., FEUERBACH, 


Author of “The Essence of Christianity,” ete 
Translated from the German. 


Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cts, (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 
Our polities, our ethics, our religion, our 
ecienco, is asham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nored, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
im morality of our 2z61—JExiraot. 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LEQITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


& Discourse by ; 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in TEE 
TEUTH SEEKER, It is the beston the subject 
and shows In the clearest manner that that sa 
tregedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of tho teaching of the Bible. 


rice 10 cents. . M. BENNETT. 
priceqpesnte eight Strast N.Y, Obr 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 
The Explesion of a Great Theologi- 


eal Gun. 

By Kxxzszy Gravzs, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Joan T. PERRY'S '' Bix- 
tecn Saviors or One." Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, Is one of the most learned 
and able eritics, nnd ons of the best historical 
scholars of tha aga in the orthodox ranks, His 
work lsarevlow cf Kersey Graves!" Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuied that werk, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
Adel world against Ohristianity and the Bible, 
And Mr.Graves claims to hav metand answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is bis “* Ecclesiastical Court," in which he ex- 
amines all oi Mr. Parry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
elves, put condemn each othor, showing some 
of thom are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the cage, This feature of the work is really 
laughable, 3t sbows not only the utter failure 
of Mr, Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn “ stato's evi- 
Gence" against him and testify for Mr. Graves, 


: And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
: from many of the ablest autborities of te 
‘world an amount of historical testimo.y 


ageinst Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhel:n- 
iug. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes iliuetrative of Mr, Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it. “A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a zrezse spot of either.’ 
In the two works will bs found the ablest argu- 
raents both tar orthodoży and Infidelity. The 
Work comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 centa; cloth $1. 
For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 


THE 


CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 


: OR THE 

Rising and the Waning Faith. 
An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 

POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 

of HUMANITY, By QQUBTLANDT PALMER. 
Belen, cent EN 


The following valuable Liberal 


works hav been placed on sale, ! 


wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Secker:” 
Antiquity of Christianity. 
BY JOHN ALBERGER, 
12mo, 61 pp. Paper, 25 cts; cloth, 50 cts. 
This book fully demonstrates the shadowy 


character of the origin of the religion of 
Obrist. 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter. Forces, Theol- 


ogv, etc, 
BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 
This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefiy intended to 


uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author, 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc. 

BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Exira cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50, 


Faith and Reason; 


Heart, Soul, and Hand Work, 


A concise account of the Ohristian religion, | 


and all the prominent religions before 
since Ohristianity. aed ore and 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


. 0, 6 e. e 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity, 


BY 0. G. DAVID. 
Price, 75 cents, 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 
A critical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 


TI, Professor of Philosophy nt the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12mo, 927 pp, $2.00, 


Through Rome On. 


4 Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp, . . $1.76. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
BY GEORGE REBER, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2 00, 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation of the Christian church, 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
‘to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting, 
BY A. R. COOPER. 
j2m0,. 48 pp; paper, 20 cte. ; flexible eloth, 85 cts. 


WHE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH, 


BY M. SOHLESINGER, PH.D.. 


Babbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. XY. . 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH, 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris. 
tianity f 
This is a very valuable and concise work, and 
states in plain and unmistakable languaze the 
reaRong why Ohristianity is a failure. Price, so 
certs. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 


OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 15 cents, 


— 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea, 


BY JOSEPH E, PECK. 


Paper. 1270. 88 paves: nrics. 95 nenta 
POCKET THEOLOCY. 
BY 


VOLTAIRE. 


Translated from the French by Miss Ellen 
Carroll. The first time ever published in Eng» 
lish. Thepamphiet contains nearly 600 of Vol- 
taire's sharp, terse, sarcastic, sca!bing deflaí- 
tions of theologica and ecclesiastical subjects, 
terms, and dogmas, There i8 nothing in the 
world like it, ” vor body ought to hav a copy. 
len pases, Prisa, Qnty 89 cent, ON 


, tiv work. 


Th e Godsand Rogioa: 
of Ancient and Modern 


[4 
Times. 
In Two Large Octavo Volumes 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
Volume I. treats principally on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume IL, givs a full 
description of the Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times, An interesting and instruc- 
Ineloth, $3 per vol. the two vol- 
umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
vol., or $7 for the two volumes, In Morocco 
and Gilt Edges, $4 50 per vol., or $8 for the 
two volumes. Sznt free of postage. 


LECTURES OF 


R. G.INGERSOLL, 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION. 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 


Lectures.” 


OonTENTS.—"The Gods," "Humboldt," ""Phogi 


Paine,” " Individuality,” " 1 
asian? Paiva, palya Heretics and Here 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 


other Lectures.” 


CoNTENTS.—'' The Ghosts,” " Liber f Man, 
Woman, and Ohild,” " Declaration or fo SE aga 
Farming in Iliinois," "Speech at Cire 


ence,”, 
cinneti? “The Psst Riges for N 
Dream," Price 50 cents. Be " ’ Me Like e 
Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 
hotographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Barony, the 
colebrated artist of New York, at the following 


Imperial, or large size. .... 4... 40 conts 
Photo, or card sig, ............ 90 cents 
Life-size lithograph, 913x97...... 50 cent 
Postage paid. 


Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely: bound in cloth, $1.25, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth Bt. New York. 


THE 
JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATR 


- BETWEEN 
PROF, W. F. JAMIESON, 


-Of Obieago, Ill.. and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JATOB DITZLER, DD, 


Ot Kentucky, 


Held in Kirksville, Mo., during nine ovenin 
—May 20-29, 1878. Rynopcis Teport—ofliclale 
This book of 220 paces glvs an interesiing prese 
entation of the tbeolog!cal quostions which 
divide Ohristlans and Liberals, The Rev, 
Dizer is regarded as an ablo defender of his 
favorit Christian dootrins, bat it wil] npdoub 
edly be adm ‘tted by the rezdor that Prof, W, 
Jamieson fully met all ke had to effer, Obris- 
tian renders will take more kindly to a work of 
this kind, givivg both sides an equally fair 
chanco. than to books on our aide only. 
E in papercovers 50 cents; well bound, 

cents, ‘ 


WORKINGMEN, READ! 
ALLEGORY. 


UNCLE SAM AND AMERICUS, 


-A DIALOG ON 
LAND, LABOR, AND REFORM 
By F. E. BOYD, 


Outlines of a plan for a new American ng» 
tional land and labor co-operativ system, by 
which land and comfortable homes may be sos 
cured to the poorest classes of evary race, wiih- 
out money or price, with the educational and 
social advantagos of modern civiilz«tion. Das 
sigaad to amelloratetba eonditiou of the strug- 
giing masses; to cqualizs povulgtion ; to pre- 
vont viso, crime, nnd paunerism; to prevent 
the reeurrenea of industrial crises and feuda, 
labor riots, nnd popular insurrections; to ters 
minate Indian wars; to avold or do away with 
an oligarchy of laudlords «nd cipitaliats; and 
to presarve or restore the libar'ias ofthe people 
and the rights of self-government by bringing 
immediately together ths two great elements of 
univergal »rogress, land and labor. 

* The land sheli not ba gold forever; for the 
land ia mina; for ye are strangers and sojurme 
ers with me" (Lv. xxv.. 23), 

Moreovar. tbe pref: of the earth is for e 


(Ecetesiastes v, 9), 
S 111 at this office. 


Price 10 ceow. 
AN OUTLINE 
OF TEE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 
RESULTS. 
BY W. S. BELL, 

Thorsis probably no period of history in the 
world more Interesting or more important than 
the French Revolution in the last century, and 
Mr, Beli has traced it ably and in an Ipterosting 

DAS 


manner. Every one who reads it will be nle 
with tt. 


P: ice, 46 centa, Send to this cffice, 


SAMSON ; 
A Mvth-Storv of the Sur. 
Tie Gospel of the Kingdom Age 
cording to the Holy Men 


of Old. 


Tho author of these works finds the Bibis 
largely mythical in ite character, He presenta 
us à nurmbar of coples to be disposed of in the 
interest of THE TRUTH BEEEKER. All who pur- 
shase wlll therefore aid Tus TRUTH BSSEEEXR to 
the amount of their purchase, or add to tha 
Bennett fund as they may choose, _- 

Samson, 20 couts: Gospel] of the Kingdom 
3 vols, each. & asnts, ae 
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Gems of Thought. 


THE sum of the commandments and the epit- 
ome of the whole duty of.man--Olear your 
minds of cant—Dr, Johnson. 


‘To INVENT & prophecy when the event it pre- 
dicts has already taken place, is & common 
: practice in the Old and New Testaments,— Bible 
for Learners, ` 


Ix hygienists or physicians geek to teach each 
other the art of gaining and retsining a high 
state of bodily strength and vigor, they should 
present in their own physical bodies the proof 
of these theorles.— E, D, Slenker. 


Ou, that in England there might be 
` A duty on hypocrisy! 
A tax on humbug, an excise 
On solemn plausibilitles ; 
A stamp on everything that’s canted! 
No millions more if these were granted, 
Henceforward would be raised or wanted. 
—Henry Luttrell, 


Tax doctrin of inherited sin, of depravity 
born in the bones of men; the notion that the 
mass of men are doomed by the God of mercy 
to eternal woe, immortal only to be wretched. 
ia not a strange thing in the nineteenth century. 
Modern savages hay foul notions of God; an- 
cient civilization has sins enough: on its head, 
hideous sins unknown even in our day, for the 
world has been worse, but both are free from 
guch astain.—Parker, 


Ir we hav'a precept or principle which we 
‘would advocate to others as a rule of action, we 
must aim to livin accordance with the theory 
we wish to hav accepted, and we must liv it s0 
well, purely, thoroughly, and practically that 
no shadow of blame can, by any means, fall 
upon us which will react upon those theories 
and ideas. What we do will impress others far 
more than what we say, Our example is more 
effactiv as a convincing agency than our the- 
orles ean possibly be. So let us, one and al), 
aim to liv out our views of the highest possibil- 
ities to which we believe humanity is &ttaina- 
ble.—E, D. Slenker. à 


IT isa most notorious fact that the apostles 
&nd evangelists were greatly mistaken in some 
points. Itis easy to show, if we hav the exaci 
words of Jesus, that healways was mistaken in 
gome points ofthe greatest magnitude—in the 
character of God, the existence of the devil, 
the eternal damnation of men, iu the interpre- 
tation of the Old Testament, in the doetrfn of 
demons, in the celebrated prediction of his 
second coming, and the end of the world, with- 
jin a few years. If religion or Christianity rest 
on his authority, and that alone, it falls when 
the foundation falls, and that stands at the 
mercy of aschool-boy.—Theodore Parker, 


O TROV, who In the heavens dost dwell, 
Who, as 1t pleasea best thyself, 
Send one to heaven and ten to hell, 
A’ for thy glory, 1 
And no for any guid or ill 
They've done afor’ thee! 


-I bless and praisethy matchless might, 
When thousands thou haat left in night 
That I am here afore thy sight, 
For gifts and grace, 
A burnin’ and a shinin’ light, 
To a’ this place. 
—JBurn's" Holy Willie’s Prayer.” 


CounaGz, liberality, charity, and other good 
qualities, are often highly prized by those who 
do not possess them in auy great degree; but 
the z3alous, thorough-going love of truth is not 
very much admired or liked, or indeed under- 
stood, except by those who possess it, But 
truth, as Bacon says," only doth judge itself,” 
and " howsoever these things are In man’s de- 
praved judgment and affections, it teacheth 
that the inquiry of truth, which is the lone 
making or waving of it-the knowledge of 
truth, which is the preserver of it—and the be- 
Hef of truth, which is the enjoying of it, is the 
sovereign good of human nature,—Archbishop 
Whately. 


Yar crucifix is, on the one hand, the visible 
and tangibie pledge of the remission of sins to 
the faithful; and on the other hand, however. it 
is the deification of sorrow generally; it is hu- 
manity in its saddest plight, broken and shat- 
tered in all its limbs, 80 to speak, and in a cer- 
tain gense rejoloing thereat; it is the most one- 
sided, rigid embodiment of Christian world 
renunelation and passiveness. In a symbol of 
this kind, mankind rejoicing in life and activ 
can now no longer find the exoression of its re- 
Mglous consciousness; and the continued re. 
gard accorded to it in the modern Protestant 
church {3, after all, but one more of these com- 
promises and untruths which make it a thing 

` of such feeble vitality,— Strauss, 


So Loxa as prayer strove to adapt the reas to 
the ship it went down. When sclence adapted 
the ships to the £eas, it sailed on. It cost a long 
period of study before chemists discovered that 
the basilisk which haunted cellars, which was 
invisible, but which killed all whom it looked 
upon. was carbonic acid gas, But when this 
was discovered, the basilisk’s dreadful eye was 
no longer fatal. The world is still filled with 
invisible basiliskes, invisible save as knowledge 
makes them visible, but killing their millions. 
Epidemic dige*ses, cruel and false social theo- 
ries, vast social wrongs and oppressions, great 
theological wastes of wealth relativly to no 
purpose, compared with the good i: might ef- 
fect, are among these basiliske. Incantations 
hav been chanted over them, but they still kill. 
Anathomasand prayers hav failed to extermi- 
na'ethem, Slowly but surely the world’s great 
workers are exterminating them, for what they 
think to-day forms the creed of educated men j 
to-morrow and of all men on the day after,— 
Denslow's Modern Thinkers. 


Odds and Ends. 


No matter how old acrowbar may be, it re- 
mains as pry a8 ever. 


Tue report that the oyster crop has been 
damaged by mildew is a canard. i 


Ser who Mrs. to change from Miss 
Has Mr, Chance of married bliss. 


A NEVADA ball report says: " Honora X was 
full of eclat; in fact, the eclatest lady present,” 


IT is said the ordinary life of a beeis only 
ied days. The end of a bee, however, is very 
lively, 


An Arkansas man was offered a plate of 
macaroni soup, but declined it, declaring that 
they "couldn't play off any blled pipe-stems on 
him,” 


ANOTHER poet comes forward and says: "And 
I hear the hiss of a scorching kiss.” Beats all 
what a man can hear, if he is only mean enough 
to listen. 


THE greatest lover of the human race isa To- 
ledo man, When he slips down, he prefers to 
hav a crowd see him, so they eun hav the fun of 
laughing. 


A DULL old lady being told that a certain law- 
yer was "lying at the point of death," ex- 
claimed, " My gracious! won't even death stop 
that man’s lying ?" 


AN Iowa weekly, having 350 circulation, feels 
its perfect right to begin an editorial with, " As 
we advised him last week, Gladstone is shaping 
out & new policy.” 


How time changes! In the good Old Testa- 
ment days it was considered a miracle for an 
ass to epoak, and now nothing short of a mira- 
cle will keep one qulet. 


A YouNG lady wrote some verses for a country 
paper about her birthday, and headed them 
"May 30th.” It almost made her hair turn gray 
ween it appeared in print, "My 30:h."' 


JUST as soon a8 & man finds himself doomed 
to political disappointment, he discovers that it 
ig necessary for him to giv all his time and at- 
tention thenceforth to h!s business. 


A BTBOLLING theatrical company was at the 
dinner table, A waiter approached one of the 
members, and said. "Soup?" “No, sir!" ro- 
plied the guest; ‘I am one of the musicians.” 


Ir Pro Bono Publico means anything at all, it 
means tbat some chap has got mad at some- 
body, and thinks that some newspaper man will 
be fool enough to help him abuse a better man 
than he is, 


TEOPLE say they shell peas when they unshell 
them; husk corn when they unhusk it ; dust 
furniture when they undust it; scale fishes 
when they unscale them ; weed their gardens 
when they unweed them, 


A NEBBABEA Indian contrived to swallow a lot 
of dynamite, and now he can stand around the 
corners and call & white man anything he 
chooses, without baing kicked for his insolence, 
They’re shy of jarring him even. 


A YouNa wife, remonstrating with her hus- 
band on bis dissipated habits, was. answered, 
"Iamlikethe Prodigal Son, my dear. I will 
reform by and by. “Iwill be like him too," 
she said. ‘I will arise and go to my father," 


“Ir you area quiet, honest eltizən of Gal- 
veston, how did those skeleton keys and brass 
knuckles. happen to be in your coat-pockets?” 
“T reckon, Judge. me and tbe policsman must 
hav changed coats in the scuffs, We were very 
much excited.” 


A YounG gentleman was passing an examina- 
tion in physics, He was asked: '' What planets 
were known to the ancients?” ‘Well, sir." he 
responded, “there were Venus and Jupiter, 
and—(after a pause) I think the earth; but I'm 
not quite certain.” 


A GALVESTON man went to a doctor and com- 
plained that he suffered from loss of appetite 
and drowsiness. The doetor examined his 
tongue, and said, " You should walk two hours 
every day.” “Two whole hours! When, then, 
am I to find time to eat and sleep ?” 


Lırrue Johnny: "Pa, did you read in & paper 
how & parent was fined twenty-five dollars þe- 
cause his little boy Lung on astrest car?” 

Parent: "What of it?” 

Johnny: “Nothing, except I thought you 
wanted to aly me some car-tickets. There is 
money in it.” . ` 


FASHIONABLE young lady at a social gathering 
jsstiugly to Gilhooley, "I wonder how much I 
would bring if I was put up at auction and sold 
to the highest bidder?" "Jast about $3,000." 
" Why, my jewelry alone is wor:h that.” “Yes, 
that’s what I put it down at in my estimate.” 


When spelling is "reformed ” she'll write: 
“Vm saillug on the oshun, 
The se is hi, no sale in site, 
It fills mo with emoshun.” 
But one "spell " will not change its name, 
For she'll be se.s1e just the saim! 


As the triangle sounded the old man arose 
and saii: "In scaiterin’ dis meetin’ let me gay 
to you dat some of the biggest an’ bes’ lookin’ 
watermelons in the market are afraud when 
you come to set down to erjoy'em. It’. the 
same way wid men. Dey look purty, an’ d»y 
go baek on you. Befo’ you buy a melon plug 
it. Befo’ you put faith in a man watch if ho am 


willig’ to crowd 'long in a street kyar; if he'll | 129 


sheer his umbrella in & rainy day; if he kin 
wait two minits at de pos'-office winder widout |; 
sw'arin'; if he wants all the clothes in the fam- 
ily on his own back; if he kin h'ar the ery ofa 
;lone ehile as quick as 'ha volee cf a man axin' 
' him to drink, Dat’s all, an’ we will softly recede 
* homeward.” — Detroit Free Press. 
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Notes and Clippings. 


Or the popular -fallacies about law and 
equity, says the St. James’s Gazette. it is need- 
less to speak. All that need be said of them is 
contained in a conversation’ which took place 


Many monks who hav been long teaching! between alady and a lawyer: "Low is. the law 


school at Rome were arrested by the police last 
month and ordered out of the city, 


Mni AGNES ROBERTSON BOUCIOAULT brought 
her dramatic season to a close at Chicago, a few 
days ago, and disbanded her company. 


Mus. RACHEL, of " beautiful forever" noto- 
rlety, died suddenly in jail, and the jury re- 
turned a verdictof" Died by the visitation of 
God." 


Ma. Froupe is reported to hav said that a 
residence in Ireland for a few years i3 enough 
to deprive even an Englishman of common 
sense, 


THE Universalist ministers of Connecticut, in 
order to àwakeu interest in their denomina- 
tion, hav resolved to hold protracted meetings 
throughout the state, 


Dr. TaLMAGE began his last Sunday morning 
prayer. “O God, we flock together under thy 
wing, and find ourselvs at rest under the feath- 
ers of the Almighty." S 


Paor. Swine, of Chicago,.eays that the Meth- 
odists nol ma@er hold ‘that if asinner should 
come back from hell, and be permitted to liv in 
a furnace, he would freez3 to death.” 


IN breaking the ground for a Methodist 
church in St. Louis, a hundred women took 
part in the ceremoay, each tossing some earth 
into a cart with a polished brass shovel. 


TRERE lias been an extraordinary increase of 
suicide in Swi'z»rland. In 1879 there were 540 
suicides; in 1877, 590; in 1878, 642; and in 1879, 
701. Thislastgivs one in every four thousand 
of the population, The hard times are prob- 
ably the cause, 


A DELAWARE man nfflleted with heart disease, 
and possessed with an inexplicable wish to die 
with his head to the north, was accustomed to 
lie down in the degired position whenever he 
felt an attack coming on. The final illness 
found him at a political meeting. He stretched 
himself on the floor, his head northward, and 
died with asmilv of satisfaction on his face. 


THomas HUGHES giv: this as the most charac- 
teristic negro verse he has thus far heard sung 
in Tennessee: 
Da debble chase me round a stump, 
Gwine for to earry me home; 
He catch me most at ebery jump, 
Gwine for to earry me home; 
Swing low, sweet char-i ot, 
Gwine for to carry me home, 


THE house of refuge on the top of Mount St, 
Gothard, founded in the fourteenth century, 
will be permanently closed two years hence. 
The opening of the tunnel will render it use- 
Jess, as not even beggars wili then cross the 
mountain on foot, At present the Hospice af. 
fords shelter, food, and a bed to 20,000 people 
yearly, and is supported by private and public 
ehari'y. The ride through the tunnel will cost 
only twenty cents. 


TuE Rev, Edward Everett Hale caused a stir 
by his article in the Worth American Review an 
insincerity inthe pulpit, Hesays, in the Inde- 
pendent: " I cannot but observe. and with a good 
deal ot regret, that every so-called reply waves 
the real point. The question is no', Does this 
clergyman say all he knows in the pulpit, or 
does that one? The question, as stated in the 
article, is, Do the American people, as a whole, 
believe that the preachers say all they know? 
Thus far this question has been avoided in 
those comments of the religious press which I 
hav seen.” 


A TABLEAU after Millais’s famillar pidürs, 
“The Haguenots,” was part of an entertain- 
ment iu the Baptist church. at Cantor, Kansas. 
The Rev. Mr. Banker, the young and handsome 
pastor, wee chosen to pose as the male figure, 
but the question who should tie the scarf and be 
hugged was not easily settled. The pretty wife 
of aleading member was finally accorded that 
felicity. The tableau is said to hav been a sus- 
cess; but afterward some of the sisters said 
that there had been a needless amount of re- 
hearsing, the husband got furlously jealous, 
end the paster resigned, 


MEUM! e mA DEM DNE tS TE TUNES oa a nea a a a Ae a ———————— 


of man; but equity is the law of God.” “ Well, 

madam, » said. the lawyer to the lady, '" I never 
before heard that God had laid down rules 
about marshaling assets," Of-course the truth 
upon tbe subject, now perfectly we)] known, is 
thst law and equity are simply names for two 
bodies of law and for the practice of two sets of 
courts, 


GEN, ‘GABIBALDI is as popular as ever in 
Italy. He arrived in Milan’ on Nov 1. The 
town ws decked with flags and it seemed as 
though ths whole city went forth to greet bim, 
There were at least 200,000 persons assembled. 
The crowd took the horses out of his carriage 
and -dragged it themselvs. On reaching his 
hotel he was received by the Syndic of Milan. 
There was no display of pelice, and perfect or- 
der prevailed from first to last. Among those 
by whom the General was received were many 
of the survivors of the revolutionary battles 
and the French campaign. 


THE bridegroom of a Waukegan wedding was 
a Baptist and the bride a Methodist. They had 


agre-d that immediately after the ceremony. 


they world decide by chance which should em- 
brace the other's religion.. The officiating 
clergyman declined to toss up a cent, partly 
because he would not countenance srch a pro» 
ceeding. and partly because, being a Methodist, 
he might ba accused of fraud if the bride won, 
The bride herself finally threw the coin, and 
lost,’ When she went to join the Baptists, how- 
ever, they rejacted her because she did not be. 
lieve in close communion. That displeased the 
husband, and he went over with her to the 
Methodists. 


A HorsTEIN (Germany) peasant, uninstructed 
in microscopical research, and not possessing 
the requisit instruments cf precision, has de- 
vised for himself a new test for the presenca of 
trichinz in pork. When he killed a pig he was 
careful to send a portion of it—a ham or & sau- 
sage—to his pastor, and then waited the conse- 
quenees for fourteen days, If his pastor 
remained healthy, then he felt perfectly easy in 
his mind, and well assured that his pig fulfilled 
the requisit conditions of soundness for food, 
and he proceeded to dispose of it accordingly 
inhisown family. This ingenious method of 
research has not heen considered satisfactory 
to the district physician. 


FBoM recent statistics issued by the Norwe- 
gian government it appearsthat the mercantil 
marine of that country is increasing at a reo- 
markably fast rate. During 1878 the increase 
amounted to 33 690 tons, and at the comme: ce- 
ment of last. year the fleet consisted of 7,942 
sailing vessels and 309 steamers, being about 88 
per eent of the former and 12 per cent of the 
latter class of vessels. The proportion of 
steamers to sailing vessels in most ‘countries 
is much larger than it is in Norway. The great 
bulk ofthe Norwegian sailing vessels are em- 
ployed in the American trade, the export of 
produca from the United States alone during 
1878 producing in the way of freights 33,733 000 
crowns, against 25.000,000 in 1877, and 17,000,000 
in 1876. 


Tnt flag of the prophet is in the custody of 
the Mohammedan chief priest, Sheik-ul-Islam, 
and is kept in. the mosque of 8t. Sophia in 
S8 amboul Itis made of green silk. "Thereisa 
large crescent on the top of the staff. from 
which hangs a horsehair plume, claimed to hav 
been the tail of Mohammed’s favorit horse. 
On the folds of the flag are disnlayed the 
erescent and certain quotations from the 
Koran. Mohammed adopted green as his em- 
blematic color because nature is green, and it 
is everlasting and universal. The following 
words are on the flag: "All who draw the sword 
will be rewarded with temporal advantages; 
every drop of their blood shed. every peril and 
hardahip endured by them, will be registered 
on high as more meritorious than either fasting 
or praying. Ifthey fall in battle their eins will 
be at once blotted out, and they will be trans- 
ported to paradise, there to revel in eternal 
pleasure in the arms of black-eyed houries. 
But for the first heaven are reserved those of 
the faithful who die within sight of the green 
flag of the prophet, There mey no men giv or 
Lxpedt meroy," : 


} New York, Saturday, November 20, 1880. 


Tue Rev. H. L. Kutchin, pastor cf the Baptis' 
church at Waupaca, Wis.. spoke as follows in a 
recent sermon: “I believe the scriptures and 
the revelation of the Lord'a will, but that the 
Bible is not absolutely infallible. I believe that 
the Old Tastament is merely a history, and in a 
great deal of it there is no naed for any inspi- 
ration, In relation to the &'onement, I believe 
that Ohrist by his iifo and teaching is made 
unto the world a moral force leading humanity 
on to the truth. and that all truth centers in 
him, In relation to future punishment I àm 
not sure as to its duration, and I believe thst 
God will never refuse to listen to a cry of re. 
veutance that comes from a contrite heart, I 
believe when ein caases to be, hell shali be ne 
more, I balieve that God is compassionate and 
loving, and I do not believe in a hell of ma'erta! 
fire, These old ileas are fading away, and hu- 
manity is coming out into the sunlight of a bet. 
ter knowledge, A great many churches ar 
cursed with a few ecclesiastical dead beats and 
gospel consumers who are never satisfied, and 
this class of people it is who furnish nine 
tenths of the heresy hunters.” At the close of 
his discourse, Mr, Kutchin sail that of course 
he resigned his pastorate, preferring not to 
wait to be kicked out, 


-~ AN idiot who, perhaps. surpasses all rivals in 
memory and in ths capacity to make mathe- 
matical calculations in his head, was recently 
examined before the students of the medico- 
surgical acsdemy of St. Petersburg. He is 27 
years old, In bis youth he was noted for his 
brilllant ability, but was addicted to the immod- 
erate use of liquors, and led a dissipated life. 
He was atta ‘ked by an geuta disease, When he 
recovered he was found to hav lost all his men- 
tal faculties except memory and the power of 
mathematical calculation, These increased 
proportionately as his understanding and 
power of logicaithinking vanished. Now be is 
a living phonograph and calculating apparatus. 
In the lecture room Prof. Morjevsky requested 
him to £quare numbers contalning five or six 
figures, to extrict the square roots of like num- 
bers,and so on. All the questions were csr- 
rectly answered by the patieat in a few seconds. 
No mathematician present could do anything 
Hkeit Thenthe pro!iessor requested some one 
to read poetry aloud for several minutes, and 
the patient repeated it a3 correctly as a phono- 
graph. "Theprcfessor declared to the audience 
that he was unable to explain this psychical 
phenomenon., Ths memory and the calculat- 
ing capacity of the patient are still growing, 
wbile in other respects heis becoming a more 
hopeless idiot. 


Tur French In equatorial Africa hav taken 
stens fo open up commercial communications 


SCIENCE HALL, 141 8th St., 
{ NEAR BROADWAY. - 


] $8 per Year. 


Events of the Week. 


GARFIELD has resigned his seat in Congress, 

Tarr thousand Jews hav left Roumelia for 
thia country. 

THERE are sixteen murderers in the Tombs 
prison in this city awaiting trial. 

A YounG and attractly girl in Kingston, N, Yu 
recently eloped with a negro to spite her step- 
father. 

A RAILROAD president and another man were 
killed by the telescoping of a train near Monte 
‘eal on the 11th. 

A LADY of this city who was out shopping a 
few days ago lost a package containing $20,000 
in bank bills, 

A CYOLONE passed over Kontehle, La., on the 
toth, literally demolishing the town. Several 
pereons were killed. 

A WEALTHY merchant in Kingston, N. O., was 


| recently fined fifty dollars for attempting to 


kiss a lady in the street. 

Tux propellor Zealand and her crew of six- 
‘een men, of Hamilton, Ont., were lost in the 
recent storm on the lakes. 


A FUND of $21000 has just baen subscribed iu 
Geneva, N, Y.. by {hs tempernuce people, to ene 
force the ¢x tise Jaw in that town. 


Ix the recent international rowing match in 
England, Hanlan. the famous Oanadian oarse 
man, came in three lengths ahead. 


Sıx prisoners broke jail at Los Vegns, Col.. & 
few days ago. Two of them were killed and 
one wounded ; the others escaped, 


Two banks in Hackensack, N. J., hav been 
broken by the peculations of their cashier., The 
losses reach nearly a quarter of a million. 


A sCHOONER laden with nitro-glycerine ran 
on the rocks near Erie, Pa. a few days ago, and 
the Erieites are in constant fear of an explosion, 


DuztiNG the past month there were seventye- 
nine claims for gold and silvor mines filed in 
Albany, N. Y. One discovery is as far west as 
Erie county, 

Tue land agitation in Ireland continues to 
grow inimportance. Friends ofthe movement 
in this country are doing what they can to assist 
the agitation. 

Luoneri1a Morr died at her residence near 
Philadelphia on the 11th, iu her 88th year, She 
was one of the earliest and ab:est of the woman 
suffrage advocates, 


On the morning of the 12'h an explosion of 
coa) gas occurred at acoal mine in Stellartown, 


with Timbuctoo and the surrounding regions. | Nova Scotia. Fifty men and twenty horses that 


A few days ago the chief officers of a great mili- 
tary and aurveying party left Bordeaux for the 
capital of Senegal, the West African possession 
of France, From thence the expedition will 
proceed up the river Senegal to a place called 
Medine, 208 miles from the Atlantic coast, and 
from Medine as a base of operation it will ex- 
plore and map a belt of country lying to the 
eastward between tbe Senegal river and the 
Niger. The immediate purpose is the con- 
struction ofarailway along the belt of land 
surveyed, in order to tap the rich resources of 
the Niger eountiy, and promote trade between 
the natives and the French. The expedition 
will be dual in its character, and will con- 
sist on the one hand of a column of soldiers 
and sappers, under the command of M, Des- 
bordes, and on the other hand of a com- 
pany of civilians. including civil engineers, 
astronomers, and neturaliste, under the direc. 
tion of M, Derrien. Tae military party will act 
sgan escort to the scientific partv, and Hke-. 
wise build a line of forts across the country at 
convenient points, The duties of the scientifie 
party will be the mapping of the country, the 
studying of its mineral, vegetable, and animal 
productions, and, above all,a preliminary se- 
lection of a route for the future railway, A sub. 
sequent expedi ion will take the working levels 
and surveys for the line, which will forthwith 
be constructed. Communication being thus 
opened between Senegal and the Niger, it will 
be no difficult matter to ascend that river as far 
as Timbuctoo, and establish a French post 
there as a center for trade with the vast and 
fertil plains of {he Boudan and cquatoriai 
Atrica, 


es 


were in the mine at the time were kliled, 


Mn. Brassey, M. P,, of England, the famous 
rallro2d contractor, has purchased 120,000 acres 
oflandinthe northwest British provinces on 
which to found a colony of English working- 
men, 

A MAN in Rid Bank, N. J.. fifty years of age 
who married a girl of thirteen in M»y last, shot 
his wife a few days ago, yet, strange to gay. 
though she has two bu!le's in her head, she 
stili livs and visi's her friends. 


Tarre hay been several heavy shocks of 
earthquake, of late, in Agram, an Austrian city 
of twenty thousand inhabitants. Half the town 
ia destroyed, two mud volcanoes are formed, 
and eeveral hot springs hav risen. 


Tas United States revenue steamer Corwin, 
which hes just returned from acruisa in the 
Arctic regions. reports that four hundred of 
the nativs on Lawrence Island, within twenty- 
five miles of Wrangel Land, have starved to 
death. 

A WEEK or two ago it took a thousand regular 
troops, a swarm of constables, and a score or 
two of reapers to get in the crop of an unpopu- 
lar proprietor in Ireland, all owing to the land . 
ex^lDtement, The troops and constables were 
requiced to protect the reapers. - 


ALL the Nibilists tried for being implicated 
in plots against tho life of the Czar hav been 
found guilty. Flveof them hav been sentenced 
to death and eleven to hard labor in the minea, 
their terms of punishment ranging from life tq 
fitty years, Three women were pontensed n 
fifteen yeara pena pl agp vice, 
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the right bank of the Tiber, including St. Peters, the 
"Vatiean, etc.; 5. Is ancient Rome in the south part 
of the city, and includes the Capitoline, the Palatine, 
the Aventine, the Collian, the Esquiline, the Velian, 
and Viminal hills, on which seven hills the anoient 
city stood. In approaching this ancient Rome from 


| friends, with -fifty or more persons on foot, who 
brought up the rear. The monks made a most gro- 
tesque appearance, and their doleful, unearthly 
chanting produced a decidedly singular effect. I 
afterward saw another similar funeral procession, 
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Letter from Europe.—No. 13. 
THE RUINS OF ANCIENT ROME. 


81 Via Vitrorta, Rome, Sept. 30, 1880. 

Drar Frienps at Home: I have now been here 
several days at the headquarters of Christianity, and 
begin to see a little how affairs are managed, and it 
is only my duty to keep you posted as to how I am 
getting along. Before I begin with my explorations 
through ancient and modern Rome let me say a few 
words about my surroundings here onthe Corso. You 
of course remember I have two windows opening on 
the Corso, the principal street of Rome. Perhaps 
you would like to know more about it. Ihavetaken 
its measure and will report. It is about a mile long 
and thirty feet wide, between the curbstones. The 
sidewalks are six feet wide in some places, and half 
that distance in others. The stores on it are dimin- 
utive, and not very attractive. I think it would 
take at least one hundred and seventy-five such 
streets to equal Broadway, New York. My other 
street, Vittoria, is about twenty feet wide, with no 
sidewalks. 

The houses here are of a permanent character. 
The stairs are generally stone, and the floors are tile 
or stone. My room has a plain tile floor, about a 
third larger each than a common brick. They seem 
a little rough without carpets, but when carpeted 
do very well. They have the advantage of not 
being noisy. I can scarcely hear the people on the 
next floor above. The brick deadens the sound. 

The Italian pedlers about the streets are a noisy 
set of fellows. They keep up a pretty constant 
outcry which becomes tiresome to the compulsory 
listener. Whether it is figs, grapes, fish, or what- 
ever these peripatetic dealers have to dispose of, they 
take good care to let the people know they are about, 
and though they may be little in body they are pow- 
erful in lungs, and their dolorous tones are so much 
like the chanting of the priests in the churches that 
I cannot help marking the similarity. I often think 
they make a great ado over a small amount of busi- 
ness. Perhaps the most noisy of any of these criers 
are the newsboys, or rather newsmen. "Two of these 
noisy fellows station themselves under my windows 
on the Corso, and for several hours from early in 
the morning they keep up an incessant outcry of the 
names of their wares. If the news contained in 
them equals the noise made over them they deserve 
to meet with a more extensive sale than they seem 
to. If they would only cry out the New York 
Times, Herald, Sun, or Truth their music would 
sound sweet to me, and I would surely patronize 
them. 

When an extra comes out, as has been the case 
twice since I have been here, the newsmen run the 
streets in a wild manner, and make a worse outcry 
than usual to let the people know that something 
extraordinary has happened, and that their papers 
should be bought. I thought our newsboys in New 
York could make quite as much ado as needful on 
the appearance of an extra, but their Roman brothers 
can throw them in the shade and not half try. 

I have attended two funerals since I have been 
here—that is, from my window. On Sunday after- 
noon last, while writing in my room, I heard an out- 
cry, sounding something like that of the newsmen 
just spoken of, and said I to myself: “What direful 
calamity has happened now that the newsmen should 
make such a noise asthis? Ihope the Pope has not 
choked himself to death, or anything of that kind.” 
I went to my window and saw it was a funeral pro- 
cession, and one of the most singular I have ever 
witnessed. It was principally made up of monks, 
and they were singing or chanting in a most dolor- 
ous manner, They were dressed in various colors, 
and were members of different orders. The first 
fifty wore a snuff-colored cloak and cowl, and 
marched two abreast ; then came about as many in 
black (perhaps they were the Black Friars) ; then a 
company in red, and then another in a darker snuff- 
color, and another company still in white, after 
which came the carriage containing the corpse, with 
six monks on each side, with their faces veiled, 
carrying lighted candles four or five feet long. After 

_ the corpse came a few carriages with mourners and 
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an article of diet. 
every dealer in vegetables. 


only pall-bearers of monks carried the body instead 


of acarriage ; but the lighted candles were used, 


possibly, to give light to the departed on his way 


into or out of purgatory, and the dismal chanting 


was a fitting accompaniment. 
Monks are numerous here. The Augustines, the 
Dominicans, the Franciscans, the Capuchins, the 


Benedictines, and all the other varieties are fully 


represented. They are seen walking about the city 
at all hours of the day with nothing on their heads 
save a small skull cap, which merely covers the 
crown. They area perfectly useless sort of beings, 
in fact worse than useless, for they often swindle, 
frighten, persuade, and cajole weak-minded, super- 
stitious people near the end of life to save them- 
selves from the horrors of the damned by bequeath- 
ing a large share of their property to the monkish 
orders. In this way natural heirs have been 
wronged out of what justly belonged to them by 
these insinuating, ingratiating, conscienceless monks 
who eare nothing for desolate widows or helpless 
children so they can secure to themselves the bulk 
of the dying man’s fortune. In the capacity of 
priest or confessor they make the poor simpleton 


think it is far better for him to enter the other 
world after having given the larger share of his 
property for the service of God than to go having 
selfishly left what he had for his wife and children. 


Millions upon millions have in this way—by preying 
upon the superstitions and fears of dying people— 


been torn from wives and orpbans to further enrich 
the pretended men of God and the church that 
elaims to be God's special pride. 
ever, they get foiled. I was told of a case where a 
widow was about to die, and the Dominican monks 
had access to her to administer to her in her dying 
hours; and by dint of persistent talking and persua- 
sion they made her believe that as she had done 
little or nothing for the church duriug her life, it 
would be very unsafe for her to enter the other 
world without doing something to insure her hap- 
piness and to shun the doom of the damned. She 
had about $70,000; and working upon her fears, 
they induced her to will to their order all she had 
save $4,000, which was left for an only daughter. 
Soon after the will was made she died ; 

daughter was spirited, and indignant that the power 
and influence of the priests had thus been employed 
to deprive her of what was justly hers. She placed 
her claims in the hands of a skilful lawyer, who 
brought suit to recover the property on the grounds 
that undue influence had been used on the mind of 
the helpless, dying woman. 
stoutly contested the ease, and employed able law- 
yers to defend it ; but after they had done all they 
could, carrying the case from court to court, they 
were finally defeated, and had to®eturn the prop- 
erty, besides paying all the costs that had accrued, 


Sometimes, how- 


but the 


The Dominicans 


Some of the orders of monks are poor, and live 


by begging from house to house. When asked why 
they do not go to work and earn their living, and 
why gifts should be made to them, they reply by 
saying: “Oh, we pray to heaven and the holy Virgin 
for you. 
may be forgiven; and but for us you would not be 
forgiven, and it is your duty to give to us.”’ Thus 
these worthless, cheating idlers, and holy vagabonds 
are a pest to the earth, and Italy is greatly overrun 
with them. 


When you commit sin we pray that you 


I judge the Italians are very fond of dandelions ag 
I see them in profusion with 
I think J had not been 
an hour in Rome before I saw fifty bushels of dan- 
delion tops. Women from the country carry them for 
sale in baskets and sacks ontheir heads, and dealers 
sell them on the street. I have seen four donkeys 
together, loaded down with dandelion tops closely 


crammed in sacks, and one on each side larger than 


the donkeys themselves. 1 have also seen men 


coming to the city carrying on their backs large 


sacks filled with the same commodity. Such a gen- 
eral use of dandelions should serve to correct the 
tendency to biliousness to which the Italians are 
disposed, if taraxicum possesses the medical virtues 
ascribed to it. 

ANCIENT ROME. 


In prosecuting my sight-seeing in this ancient 
city I deemed it would be proper to do so somewhat 
chronologically, taking those parts first which are the 
oldest in years, or in centuries. Rome is divided 
into five divisions ; thus, 1. The Strangers’ Quarter, 
in which I am located. It is in the north part of 
the city, ranning south in awedge shape toward the 
center, bounded by the Corso on the west and Quiri- 
nal and the hills of Rome on the east ; 2. Comprises 
the hills of Rome, including the Quirinal and several 
palaces and fine residences. It is immediately east 
of the Strangers’ Quarter ; 3. Is Rome on the left 
bank of the Tiber west of the Corso, and is made up 
of narrow irregular streets, and is upon the whole 


rather uninteresting; 4. Is the portion of the city on 


Superbus, the last of the kings, 
over five hundred years before the Christian era. It 


the more modern city we come first to the Capito- 
line hill, so called, it is said from finding the head 


(caput) of Jupiter when digging for a foundation of 


a temple to him. It was here the kings in ancient 
times held their capitol; it was here the senate met 
and passed laws during the five hundred years that 


Rome was a republic, and it was here the emperors, 


for nearly three hundred years after the republic, 


still made their capital. It is the smallest save one 


of the seven hills of ancient Rome, but is the most 


important of them all It was originally only the 


south spur of the Quirinal from which it was separ- 


ated by a depression which was enlarged by the 


operations of the Emperor Trajan. 


As important a place as this hill was in the days 
of the kings, the republic, and the empire, its glory 


has greatly passed away, and in the place of the edi- 


fice which once crowned the summit now stand a 
Christian church and monastery. It was on this 
area capitolina that Romulus is said to have 
founded his asylum. Tt was here that popular as- 
semblies were afterward held; and it was here in 
183 B.C., on the occasion of the suppression of the 
revolt of Tiberius Gracchus, that the blood of the cit. 
izens flowed for the first time in civil warfare. One 
of the peaks of the hill was occupied by the Arx 
or citadel, with the temple of Juno Monita, while 
the other was the site of the Great Temple of Ju- 


piter. It is needless to say that as utterly absurd 


as I regard the religious superstitions of the ancient 


Romans I cannot look upon the substitution of Chris- 
tian superstitions and Christian edifices as any im- 


provement. In many respects the pagans were supe- 


rior to what the Christians have proved themselves, 


In this light the tearing away of the ancient temples 
and building in their places churches and monaster- 


ies seems like a desecration, a species of van- 
dalism at which my inmost feelings revolt. Here 
and in many places the strongest proofs exist that 
it has been the purpose of Christians to demolish 


everything pagan, to convert it to their own use 


and appropriate to themselves everything in the 
pagan tystem popular and dear to the people; and ` 


on every pagan temple and over every pagan shrine 
they have erected a temple of their own upon which 
they have placed the cross, with a dying god upon 
it and an image of the Virgin. Se sean aS 
The temple of Jupiter was built by Tarquinius 
and consecrated 


was 800 feet in circumference and possessed a triple 


colonrade, and three cellz, that of Jupiter bein in 
the center, and one for Juno and Mingrvs on E he 


sides. In the year 83 B.C., during the civil war, ihe 
temple burned down and was again rebuilt, but was 


burned again in A.D. 69, on the occasion of the 


struggle between Vespasian and Vitellius. 

This most sacred shrine of ancient Rome was 
magnifieently restored by Domitian, and was pre- 
served down to the year 455, when it was plundered 
by the Vandals and robbed of its gilded bronze tiles 
The numerous shrines which once surrounded it met 
with the same fate, and the entire hill now presents 
the appearance of modern times. For five hundred 
years little or no mention was made of the Capito- 
line hill or its temples; it was in the possession of 
the monastery of Araceli, and the name of Monte 
Caprino, or hill of goats, was given it, which shows 
the desertion which had fallen Upon it. In the 
eleventh century, however, when there was some 
revival of a spirit of municipal independence, it 
again became the center of the civic administration 
The prefect of the city resided here. Among the ruins 
of the venerable citadel the nobility and citizens 
held their public assemblies, and in 1341 Petrarch 
was crowned as a poet in the great senate hall. 

Originally the hill could only be practically ap- 
proached on the south side, the north being proin. 
itous and almost inaccessible, but in 1348 the doh 
west side was made accessible from the newer 
quarter of the city by the construction of a long 
flight of steps, and which was about the only public 
work performed during the exile of the papal court 
at Avignon. About 1389 Boniface IX. converted 
thé palace of the Senate into a kind of fortress, but 
lts present form dates from the sixteenth century. 
Two new approaches from the city having been con- 
structed in 1536, the capital has since formed a kind 
of termination of the modern part of the city in the 
direction of the ruins of ancient Rome. At the 
head of the 124 steps leading to the capitol is a 
beautiful piazza. On the summit is a she-wolf kept in 
a Gage, In memory of the fable of Romulus and 
Remus being suckled by a she-wolf. At the foot of 
the steps are large statues of two fine Egyptian 
lions, and at the top two volossal statues of Castor 
and Pollox in the celebrated horse-training groups. 
In the center of the piazza is a bronze equestrian 
statue of Marcus Aurelius. On the right is the 
Palace of. the Conservatori, formerly the Town 
Hall, but which now contains important collections 


] 


: what difficult to fully establish the bounds which 
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of Roman antiquities. On the opposite side is the 
Capitoline museum, which contains a still larger col- 
lection of Roman sculptures and antiquities. . The 
designs of the sculptures on thè piazza are by An- 
gelo, and the capital museum building was founded 
by Innocent X., extended by Clement XIL, Bene- 
dict XIV., Clement XIIL, and Pius VI. There are 
in the museum numerous rooms, halls, saloons, cor- 
ridors, etc., well filled with ancient Roman sculpture, 
gods, goddesses, heroes, philosophers, critics, poets, 
warriors, statesmen, etc., with bronzes, pottery, 
lamps, inscriptions, mosaics, and other works of art 
in marble and bronze. Here are statues enough of 
Jupiter, Juno, Mars, Hercules, Venus, and all the 
rest of those imaginary deific worthies to fill a pan- 
theon. There is also a full line of the old Roman 
emperors. These were largely excavated on the 
Capitoline hill and its surroundings, while some were 
brought from other parts of the Roman Empire. 

On the south slope of the Capitoline hill is the re- 
mains of the temple of Saturn, of which eight fluted 
granite columns remain standing; three columns of 
the temple of Vespasian; the arch of Septimus 
Severus, still embellished with the designs in bas- 
reliefs, executed at the time it was erected. Below 
in the corner is the colonnade of the twelve principal 
gods of Rome. The basement of the temple of 
Saturn is sixteen feet in hight, and was originally 
consecrated by the consuls Sempronius and Minucius 
about five hundred years before the Christian era, 
and was restored by Munatius Plancus about 44 z.c.. 
where from the earliest times the Aerarium Publi- 
cum, or government treasury, was established. Be- 
low the temple of Saturn, but concealed by the earth 
and rubbish which forms the modern road, once 
rose the triumphal arch, erected in A.D. 16, to the 
Emperor Tiberius to commemorate the defeat of the 
Germanic tribes and the recovery of the Roman 
insignia which had been lost at the battle of the 
Zeutoburgin Forest. Fragments of the arch and in- 
scriptions still lie scattered around. Below the tab- 
ularium of the upper gallery, of which one arch only 
now stands, and in the angle formed with it by the 
street, lies the Schola Xantha, with the colonnade of 
the twelve gods of Rome as observed, whose images 
were erected A.D. 367. 

Farther towards the south is the temple of Con- 
cordia, founded in the year 366 z.c., and rebuilt on 
a larger scale by Tiberius at the very beginning of 
our era, It was dedicated to Concord to commemo- 
rate the termination of the protracted struggle be- 


tween the patricians and plebeians. On the ruins of 


this temple was erected the Christian church of St. 
Sergis and St. Bacco, but it was taken down in the 
sixteenth century. In front of the temple of Con- 
cordia, and above the Via Sacra, rises the triumphal 
arch of Septimius Severus, already mentioned. It is 
seventy-five feet high and eighty-two wide, with 
three arches or passages. It was erected in honor of 
the emperor whose name it bears by his sons Car- 
salla and Geta, in 203, to commemorate his victories, 
and was surmounted by a brazen chariot with six 
horses, on which stood Severus crowned by victory. 
Above the arch are figures of victory; at the sides 
are crowded scenes from the life of the emperor and 
the warlike struggles of his times. An arched wall 
near the Arch of Severus is what remains of the 
Rostra, the.orators’ tribune. 

Next south is the ancient Roman Forum, from 
which about twenty-five feet of the accumulated 
rubbish and dirt of over fifteen hundred years have 
been removed, leaving the floor of the Forum as in 
ancient days, with the bases of the columns as they 
used to be, and many pieces of broken columns two 
and a half and three feet in diameter lying around. 
The Forum was erected in what was a marshy hol- 
low between the Capitoline hill and the Palatine. 
In this hollow tradition asserts, occured the great 
conflict between the Romans under Romulus and 
the Sabines under Titus Tatius, after the rape of the 
Sabine women. After the hostile tribes were amal- 
gamated into one state they chose the Forum as its 
center; and it was here that many of the most 
noted scenes in Roman history occcurred. On the 
north side was the Curia Hostilia, or Council-Hall, 
which is said to have been erected by King Tullus 
Hostilius. On the south side, and at the foot of the 
Palatine hill, rose the temple of Vesta, with its eter- 
nal fire, and the Regia, or dwelling of the Pontifex 
Maximus, the president of the Roman hierarchy. 
The Comitium, or open space in the center, was the 
place where popular assemblies were wont to be 
held. The Forum was bounded by streets, the most 
important of which was the Via Sacra, ascending to 
the Capitol. In the Forum and its environs building 
operations and various changes have been taking 
place at intervals of upward of two thousand years, 
and it is not to be wondered at that it is now some- 


belonged to this ancient popular edifice. It is, how- 
ever, well settled that the Forum extended from the 
foot of the Capitol to the Basilica Julia on the south, 
but the eastern boundary has not been clearly de- 
cided. There are now fully twenty-five feet of earth 
on what was this portion of the Forum, including 
the remains of subsequent buildings, and until all this 


is cleared away the full extent of the republican! 


Forum in this direction cannot be fully established. | monuments and works of art, the excavations were 
Soon after the temple of the Capitoline Jupiter, | soon filled up again. But during the present cen- 
were founded the temples of Saturn and Castor, and | tury the spirit of investigation became fully aroused 
all nearly five hundred years before our era. Atjand over sixty years ago the Clivus Capitolinus 
the period of the Samnite war, which resulted in| with its temples were disinterred under the superin- 
the extension of Rome’s supremacy over the whole|tendence of Carlo Fea, while the French during their 
of Italy, we are informed that the Forum under-| occupation directed their attention to other quarters. 
went many embellishments. At length, however, as} Napoleon Bonaparte showed much interest in hav- 
its length was but 450 feet, its area became too con-|ing these works of antiquity cleared from the rub- 
fined for the extensive business of many kinds trans- | bish which covered them and to have their treasures 
acted there, when it was considerably enlarged ; | of ancient artistio wealth, so far as possible, restored 
basilicas and quadrangular courts were added, with | to the world. In 1835, and during the republic of 
a view to drawing off a portion of the business|1858, part of the Basilica Julia was excavated by 
which had centered in the Forum. This was prose- | Canina, but from that year to 1871 the work was 
cuted with vigor under Julius Csesar. He added|discontinued. From 1871 to 1874 the Italian gov- 
largely to the previous size of the Forum, and cre-| ernment resumed the excavations with considerable, 
ated the spacious Basilica Julia on the south side. | but latterly decreasing energy. By these last opera- 
Augustus continued the plans of his uncle, and to tions the Basilica, the temples of Castor and Cesar, 
him is due much of the arrangement of the Forum |and a great part cf the Comitium and the neighbor- 
which modern excavations have disclosed. Allthe|ing streets have been brought to light, and an 
edifices of the republic were restored by him and|admirable clue to the arrangement of the entire 
his successors, whose extensive building operations | locality has thus been pretty clearly defined. In 
extended over the first four Christian centuries. | addition to the excavations some of the monuments 
These ancient buildings were restored for the last | have been restored so as to convey an opinion of how 
time in the reign of King Theodoric, in the fore|they once stood and looked. 
part of the sixth century, and the last new monu-| On the floor of the Forum is an oblong block of 
ment ereoted in the Forum was the column of Pho- | marble said to have been sculptured in the time of 
cas, in the year 608, which is still standing ; but the 
rudeness of the architecture bespeaks the degraded 
condition into which art had then fallen. It was in 
the first half of the sixth century that was vigor- 
ously waged the war of Christianity against pagan- 
ism, which was continued through the middle ages. 
Ancient pagan temples, as observed, were changed 
into Christian churches, and in place of the gods 
Jupiter, Saturn, Castor and Pollox, Juno, Minerva, 
Vesta, etc., came such presiding spirits as St. Giu- 
seppe, St. Luca, St. Adriano, St. Lorenzo, St. Fran- 
cisco, and as many more saints as you please to call 
for. Amid the saintly churches thus changed from 
pagan temples or built upon their ruins were inter- 
spersed the towers and castles of the late Roman 
nobility erected among the ruins of the ancient 
buildings in the style best adapted to the prosecu- 
tion of their perpetual feuds. As the ancient edi- 
fices were on too extensive a scale to meet the wants 
of the degenerated successors, a great amount of 
surplus material was left on hand, and from this 
storehouse building material was taken for edifices 
of all kinds for more than a thousand years. 

A large number of the churches in and around 
Rome were largely constructed of material literally 
stolen from the ruins of the temples and edifices of 
the ancients. Hundreds of columns and thousands 
of tons of marble were thus appropriated, and what 
was still more destructive, thousands of tons of the 
marble used in the construction of the ancient tem- 
ples and noble edifices were burnt to make lime for 
building churches. Much even of the marble which 
now lines St. Peter’s cathedral at the Vatican was 
taken from the temples and public edifices on the 
Capitoline hill and the palaces of the emperors on 
the Palatine. In the same way it is asserted that a 
splendid statue of old Jupiter now makes an excel- 
lent St. Peter in his cathedral. In this and in many 
other ways has Christianity stolen from paganism— 
not only its errors, dogmas, rites, and ceremonies, 
but the very building material of which its churches 
are composed. By placing the cross over the edifices 
thus purloined they all become very holy, and after 
a time they blatantly exclaim, “See how much 
superior is Christianity to paganism.” When one 
realizes the vast amount of richly carved and sculp- 
tured marble bearing valuable inscriptions and 
artistic enrichments which have thus been ruthlessly 
destroyed, it is quite enough to fill him with honest 
and earnest indignation at the- spirit of robbery 
which the church has evinced. In the Basilica of 
Julia alone have been discovered lime kilns and 
stone yards at three different places. The bronze 
was also seized upon with mercenary avidity by the 
conscienceless robbers of the Christian era. The 
pagan Goths and Vandals of the north were bad 
enough in all conscience, but the Christian Vandals 
were far worse, being quite as destructive in their 
depredations and continuing their robbery more 
than a thousand years. 

After this systematic destruction of the Forum, 
its remains were gradually buried beneath the rub- 
bish and debris of not less than four centuries, so that P 
the ancient pavement is at places even forty feet 
below the present level. In the middle ages and 
down to the present time the glory of the ancient 
Forum and its surroundings had become so departed 
that it was termed the Campo Vaccino, or cow 
pasture, or the common for cattle. Its desolate 
area was covered with the teams of buffaloes and 
oxen of the peasantry, and smiths and carpenters 
established their workshops around it, while a few 
isolated columns protruding from the rubbish alone 
afforded a reminiscence of departed glory. Thus it 
remained till the present century, though as early 
as the fore part of the sixteenth century Raphael 
had formed a plan for restoring the ancient city in 
his lifetime, and about 1546 a beginning was made 
to excavate in the vicinity of the temple of Castor 
and Faustina, The object, however, being to find 


and an ox skilfully carved upon it, and on the re- 
verse side are other carvings. I do not now remem- 
ber the subject, but think it is some historical event 
in the career of Cæsar. The place is pointed out 
where Mark Antony made his celebrated speech in 
favor of the assassinated Cesar and against Brutus 
and Cassius; but the place where the deadly knife 
was thrust to the heart of Cesar i8 toward the Quir- 
inal, and is now occupied as a vegetable market. 

South of the Forum are several walls and arches, 
the ruins of antiquity, but of a later period than the 
Forum and the (osito 'The foundation of one of 
the ancient palaces is said to have been laid in the 
time of Vespasian, as bricks have been dug out 
which bore his name. . Here is also an ancient tem- 
ple of Vesta, on the top of which a Christian story 
has been added and converted into a Christian 
chapel. It was not far from this place of which 
Gibbon thus wrote: “It was at Rome, on the 15th 
of October, 1764, as I sat musing amidst the ruins 
of the Capitol, while the barefooted friars were sing- 
ing vespers in the temple of Jupiter (Aracoli 
church) that the idea of writing the Decline and 
Fall of the city first started to my mind." A greater 
work than this has hardly been written, and a clearer 
head than Gibbon's has scarcely existed. It is well 
for the world tbat he made that visit to Rome, and 
that while thus meditating among the ruins of the 
ancient city it entered his mind to write the history 
of its Decline and Fall 


THE PALATINE, 


To have access to this ancient seat of imperial 
grandeur required two francs for myself and guide, 
whom I deemed I needed to point out the locations 
of the palaces which once stood there, the eras when 
they were built, and the names of the builders. 
The Palatine is on the southwest side of the Forum, 
and between that and the circus Maximus, which 
was flourishing twenty-five hundred years ago. Its 
top is somewhat in the form of an irregular tri- 
angle, and itis probable that scarcely any spot on 
the earth of the same size has been the site of 
grander palaces, more extravagant wealth, more 
sumptuous abodes, than this same Palatine hill, I 
can hardly enter into details and give you all that 
should justly be said about this locality, for I am 
well satisfied that ] weary you with my details. 
This hill, 1,900 yards in circumference on the sum- 
mit, has been closely connected with the history of 
Rome from the first. It was site and center of the 
embryo mistress of the world, the Roman Quadrata, 
fragments of whose walls have been brought to 
light in several different places. The wall appears 
to have eneircled the hill—the highest point of 
which is 168 feet above the level of the sea, or 114 
above the level of ancient Rome—about half way up 
its slopes, and to have been furnished with gates to 
the number of three or more. Tradition places on 
this hili the dwellings of its heroes Evander, Faus- 
tulus, and Romulus, and a reminiscence of them was 

reserved down to very late times. - 

My guide (Mr. Adolf Neuhauser, a German, for- 
merly of the city of Vienna, and who speaks pretty 
fair English) pointed out to me from the Palatine 
hil] the rock where Romulus was said to have 
landed when he floated down the Tiber, Moses-like, 
in the cradle of wicker-work in which he was placed, 
and from whence he was rescued and nursed and 
suckled by a she-wolf. Fora long time sacrifices 
were made upon that rock, and it is still highly 
venerated by the citizens of Rome. 

In explanation of the fable of Romulus being 
suckled by a wolf, he said the error arose from a 
figure of speech. Romulus was really found by 
Faustulus, and was nursed by his wile, who was a 
very cross termagant, and so unamiable that she was 
termed, a8 was common to call that class of females, 
a wolf, and from that fact the fable had grown that 

(Continued on pom ^^ ' 
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Julius Cesar. It has the figure of a hog, a sheep, ` 
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| Gaia in the Population of New York City.. 


From the census of the present year it appears that this 
city has made a remarkable increago in population since the 
An Appeal. census of 1870. Then the population was 942,292. Now it 

To THE PATRONS OP Taz TRUTH Seuxer: When 1am is 1,206,577, showing an increase of 264,235, or about 33% 
in trouble or in sore need I come to you, You hav been my Per cent. 3 ; o MA 
steadfast friends. When over seven years ago I launched has increased its population over a quarter of a million in 
my little craft upon the sea of journalism many of you ten years, the increase alone being enough to make a city of 
came to my aid and hav remained faithfully with me siuce. | large magnitude. It New York keeps on increasing at this 
I began with slight reaources, and hav about held my own rate its population will reach two or even three millions of 
since, Had it not been for your kindness and support my people during the lifetime of mauy now upon the stsge of 
little enterprise must long since hav proved a failure. With &ction, ‘This gain seems to be largely from the growth of 
your aid Iam publishing the largest Liberal paper in the the newer wards in the upper part of the city, but nearly 
world, and consequently the most expensiv. With your aid one-half of the increase is in the older wards, In the 12;h, 
it will continue to be a success; without it, it cannot, To 18th, 19th, 20h, aud 221 wards the present. population 


Editorial. 


meet its current expenses a steady income is most essential amounts to 435 304, showing a density in many instances of. 


This is perhaps the first instance where any city | 


If this fails, the results are most serious. 

For the last several weeke, owing to the political cam- 
paign, to my absence in Europe, and perhaps other causes, 
the receipts hav been smaller than usual, and the conse- 


over four hundred to the asre—more dense than London 
' or any European city, and too dense for comfort, health, or 
morality. 
: One of the evils of our time seems to be the massing of 


readers will decide that he has made out a clear case, 
work: will prove interesting to a wide range of readers, 


The 


! JOHN SwinTon’s TRAVELS, 

York: 25 cents. : ; 

Mr, Swinton, assistant editor of the Sun, is one among 

the many New Yorkers who made a journey to Europe the 
present year, and he prepared this little volume after his 
return home. It is not a detailed account of his travels, but 
rather the impressions made upon bis mind by what he saw 
in France and England. He is a man of clear mind and 
observation, possessing an ability to take in the facts and 
deduce proper conclusions not enjoyed by many. His ob- 
servations are terse and to the point, and though his impres- 
sions and conclusions are often at variance with those who 
hav written of those countries before him, the correctness. 
of his views will be accepted by the great bu'k of his 
readers. Probably no more sensible observations hav been 
made by any one who has written of Europe. He was evi- 
dently highly pleased with his journey, 


— Oo 


G. W. Carleton & Co., New 


quences are upon me. I find upon my return that bills hay Overgrown populations into large cities. It would be much 
not been paid that should hav been, and I now ask you to better could hundreds of thousands of these people be 
again aid me. Many of you are in arrears, leaving me to located in the rural districts of the Sjuth and West culti- 
furnish the paper to you without the necessary funds to do vating the millions of acres now imperfectly tilled or wholly 
so. Iask those of you who are behind to renew at once; neglected. The accumulation of people in the large cities 
aad if you will advance a year, I will regard it as a special in excess of their needs must necessarily lead to crime and 
favor. If you will all be thus generous with me my finan- ill health, while their dispersion ovér the arable lands of 
cial circumstances will be much improved. If all the read- OUr extensiv country would be conduciv to health, virtue, 
ers of TSE TRUTH SEEKER will promptly contribute the #24 happiness. One of the great problems to be solved in 
yearly subscription price, its success will be secured, A the future is, What shall be done with the vast and rapidly 
little from a large number .aakes.a goodly sum. | increasing population, and what shall be done with the 

I hav practiced industry and economy. The only extrav- almost countless millions of acres of farming-land in excess 
egance I hav been guiliy of is my trip to Europe. J felt a of the amount men are able to properly cultivate. By birth 
sirong desire to visit a part of the old world; and after and right of existence all meu hav an (qual claim to the 
spending a year in prison I felt that it was almost my due, /*0]l of the earth, as to its air and water, How to bring 
I enjoyed my trip highly, and feel that my health has been Sbout a just apportionment and by what tenure lands 
improved thereby. I tried to make you sharers with me in Hall be held are subjects that must seriously eugsge the 
what I saw so far as possible. Sill,if I erred in going, | #ttention of the men of the future. Unless a righteous ap- 
none can regret it more than myself, I tried to ba econom. | Portionment of the land can be effected the results of an 
ical, and feel sure I did not expend more than one-third the | over-population will soon be upon us, and a train of evils 
sum which many hav spent going over the same ground. terrible to contemplate may be looked forin coming gene- 
That I hav made mistakes I will not deny; but I hav wished . Ttions, M lions of men without homes and with nothing 


to be in the right, and my aim has been to do iojustice to | 
none. I feel that far greater wrongs hav been done me than 
I hav desired to do to others, I hav endeavored to serve 
you faith ‘ully, 

I trust you all wich that Taz TRuta SEEKER may regu- 
larly continue its weekly visits, and that those of you who 
are behind will catch up without delay; and I hope that 
those whose time will expire in a few wecke, and can con- 
veniently advance the price of another year, will kindly do 
so, Every ove can tell when his time expires by the date 
on the wrapper. . 

This appeal would not be made were it not necessary, and 
Iask that it may not be disregarded. Let it be.remem- 
bered, too, that I am still in the Liberal book trade, and 
will fill your orders with the greatest cheerfulness, The 
reading season of the year hag come again, and surely there 
are not as many Liberal books extant as should be, Let us 
all endeavor to do what we can to make the cau:e of truth 


successful. Fraternally yours, D. M B. 
— t 9 ——————— 7 


The Passion Play. 


The peasants of Oberammergau, in their representation 
of the Passion Play, or the reputed events in the life of 
Jesus, hav attracted the attention of thousands of tourists 
who hay visited that town, Many hav considered it the 
greatest piece ever placed upon the stage. With a belief 
that it would draw largely in our. community, one of our 
theatrical managers has decided to- place it upon the 
stage of one of our most popular thesters. Some 
of our Christian. people of the Baptist persussion evince 
8'rong objections to the proposition, and wish to prevent it. 
Inasmuch as the stage is à most forcible means of depict- 
ing the important events that hav taken place in the world, 
it would seem that Christians. should not object to having 
the tragical close of the life of Jesus thus represented. If 
the story is true when they preach it in the pulpits it is 
equally true when portrayed upon the stage of a theater, 
Possibly the clergymen wish a monopoly of the business. 
The crucifixion of the savior Prometheus as an expiation 
for the sins of the world was represented on the stege in the 
theaters of Athens five hundred years before the story of 
Jesus was ever told. It is d ficult to see why it is not 
Cqually proper to represent the termination of the earthly 
career of the more modern savior in a similar way. There 
is no doubt that the crucifixion of Prometheus was a sub- 
j:ct of as much sacredness to the Athenians as the crucifix- 
jon of Jisus can be to New Yorkers. 


rs 


Paine Memoral Suit. 

We are glad to learn that the vexatious suit instituted by 
certain malicious persons against friend Mendum as trustee 
of the Lick Lecture Fund has come to naught. The case 
was brought into court on the ist, and the Judge, after 
hearing the complaint and the answer, told Mr. Mendum’s 
accusers that they were triflisg with the time of the court, 
and dismissed the case, imposing costs of court upon the 
complainants, It is confiden'ly hoped that this will be the 
last of the troubles connected with Paine Memorial, except 
to raise funds to clear off the debt of a few thousand dollars 
stili hanging over it. This decision of the court is so largely 
an indorcement of the conduct of the managers of the prop- 
eity that they feel confident the Liberals-of the country 
will take up the remaiader of the stock, the price of which 
ie $25.00 per share. Money should be transmitted to J. S. 
Verity, Treesurer, Paine Building, Appleton street, Boston, 
who wilkferward etogy prompiy, © 0 757 7007 


to do, and millions of acres whose owners cannot till them, 
and which they hold in excess of their needs; are evils 
which may be made to correct each other. 


Book Notices. 


Tam Screntiric Basis or SPIRITUALISM. By Epes Bar- 
gent, author of ''Planchette; or, the Despair cf 
Beience ;" **'The Proof P»inable of Immortality,” etc. 
Colby ana Rich, Boston, 1880. 372 pp. Price, $1 50. 

Mr. Sargent is well known among the readers of Spirit- 
ualistic Jiterature, and his statements are received in corfi- 
dence, For many years he has been an earnest investigator 
in the field of psychic phenomena, and this volume is- the 
result of hie labora and his search, He givs many facts 
and incidents which hav come under his own observation, 
together with the experiences of many others similarly en- 
gaged. He exposes the misrepreseatations, which hav been 
many, even by those occupying positions in the scientific 
aud literary world. His effort is—and many will decide 
that he has accomplisbed it—to show that Spiritualism has 

a scientific basis, and that what are known as ils phenom- 

ena are susceptible of scientific examination. The work 

will doubtless hav a wide reading among those interested in 
this line of study. Perhaps nothing has preceded it more 
acceptable to those looking for the data and facts pertaining 


` A Challenge Recalled. 


To Con, RoBERT Q. INGERSOLL, Dear Sir: I hav repeat- 


edly called upon you to prove your accusation against ` 


Junius that he was a coward and a sneak. I beg now to 
recall the challenge for reasons which f will state. ; 
Within the past three weeks I hav made a grand. triple 
discovery —first of a Junius placer full of big nuggets ; sec- 
ondly, of a Paine placer close by ; and, lastly, of the fact 
that the two placers are.one and the came, the pseudonym 

of Paine being cut on the bed-rock of both gulches, 

These new and unexpected discoveries positivly identify 
Paine with Junius. You will readily see, therefore, how 
unfortunate it would be for you to attempt to prove. that 
Junius was a coward, a calumniator, and a sneak, only to . 
be followed by a demonstration on my part from new evi-. 
dence that Paine was Junius; and not only so, but that the 
charge which you hav made against Junius, if at all capabla 
of being supported ( xhich I deny), can be equally well sus- 
tained sgainst Paine from this new evidence. ] 

It always hurts my feelings to put an adversary hors du 
combat, and the more 80 when I hav a high esteem for him, 
as I certainly hav for you. Therefore I beseech you to 
defer any attempt to prove your accusation until I skall hav 
eubmitted an abstract of the new evidence connecting Paine 
with Junius. After that, if you think I hav not made the 
demonstration com[lete, you may do as you please about 
maintaining your accusation ; but if you find the new evi- 
dence of identity satisfactory, I trust you will magnani- 
mously own up that you were mistaken in your estimation 
of Junius, and come and do penance at the shrine of the 
great apostle of republicanism, Wa, Henry BURR., 

. Washington, D. C., Nov. 10, 1880. 

————— 9 a 


Straightening Ont. 


By an inadvertance, such a8 will happen even in the.best- 
regulated printing-offices, an article by Mr. E, C. Walker,. 
after lying long in type, got printed in TEE TRUTH SEEKER 
after it wes somewhat out of date, Mr. Leland made in- 
quiry as to how recently it was written, and, by another 
inadverlance, was informed that it was comparativly re- 
cent, Hence his brief reply. Mr. Walker complains of 
this in terms which we omit, and makes this explanation. 

Mr. Walker then makes a further statement, whi h puts 
his apparent proposition to bolt in a better light, He says:- 

* Now a word about that game. I did say, ‘There is no 


to. Bpiritualistic manifes:ations. 


FUNDAMENTAL PBHY*1Ci, An Account of Experimental] In- 
vestigation. From the scientific treatises of Johann 
Car} Friedrich Zollner, Professor of Physical Aatron- 
omy at the University of Leipsic ; member of the Royal 
Saxon Society of Sciences, and member of several sci- 
entific societies. Translated from the German by Chas, 
Carleton Massey, London. Colby and Rich, Boston. 
Price, $1 60 

This work is principally composed of detailed accounts 
by Professor Zollner and others of remarkable phenomena 
which took place under his own observation in the presence 
of Henry Slade during his late visit to Europe. The high 
character of Professor Zllner will cause this work to be 
received with an unusual degree of confidence. The great- 
est care seems to hav been taken that no fraud could be used 
in the experiments, and that honest results should be ob- 
tained In the appendix statements are given of opinions 
expressed by Ssmuel Balachini, court copjuror, of Berlin; 
of John Nevil Maskelyne, conjuror, of Egyptian Hal), Lon- 
don; Robert Houdin, the great French copjuror, and the 
professional cor juror of Paris, to the effect that from their 
observation, phenomena do take place in the preeence of 
certain mediums which cannot be fraudulently produced, 
and with which trickery has nothing to do. The work is 
produced in a spirit of fairness and scientific research. — 


Wircucrar? or New Enetanp. Explained by modern 
Spiritualism, By Allen Patnam, author of ‘ Bible 
Marvel Workers,” ‘‘ Mesmerism, Spiritualism, Witch- 
Craft, and Miracle," '* Agassiz and Spiritualism,” etc. 
Colby & R.ch, Boston, 482 pp. 

The author, as will be inferred from the title, en- 
deavors to prove witchcraft only a phase of medium. 
ship. He enters into an examination, so far as historical 
data is at hand, of the cases called witchcraft that occurred 
in Salem, Mass, and other New England towns two hun- 
dred years ago. Commencing with Margaret Jones who was 
hanged in Boston, June 15, 1648, and continuing down to 
the great excitement from supposed. witches, at Salem, near 

: the olose of the century, Hə takes the cases up separately 


` band auglyses thera with patience and skill, end many of hig 


HS 


dishonesty where fair notice is given of the player's inten- 
tion.’ Mr. Leland interprets it thusly, ‘That is to say, it is 
at the option of any player to giv notice of intention to 
violate rules of the game.’ Exactly. And what follows ? 
Why, the other players hav the option to refuge to allow 
the unruly one to play with them. Asa matter of fact, I 
do not expect when the new party is formed, contem- 
plated by the action at Chicago, that all Liberals will join 
it, or that any will giv in their adherence to it simply be- 
cause they are Liberals. Oa the contrary, I do not s»ppose 
that one man will vote with us who does not accept the 
platform which the party shall hav adopted, 

* Had the Congress decided that Hancock was the best 
man before the country, I should not hav * bolted’ from the 
League, but I should hav voted for Weaver and Chambers 
*allee samee.’ I shouid hay 'staid in the League and tried 
to put it right upon the record in the future, just as Col. 
Ingersoll and Co. should have done upon the other question, 
they deeming its present course Wrong. 

“E.O. WALKER,” 


—e m 
God's Opposition Hotel. 
BY M, BABCOCK. 


Bt. Johns has several hotels which are trying to sustain 
themselvs and mske an honest living, and most men would 
be glad to see them prosper, believing that good hotels are 
as essential to the success of a town as are churches, But 
no man who pays for his supplies can compete with God's - 
hotei, whose tables are supplied with cold victuals that hav 
been begged from house to house. z : 

This year God ran & cheap eating house on election day, 
for the benefit of the Congregational church. . Prof. Ynte- 
ma'a sacred school book says his God is able to feed a mul- 
titude of five thousand people on five loaves and two little 
fishes, and hav enough left to start an extra hotel; then 
why not let him furnish the supplies for the Cozgregational 
church, and let the good ladies, when they want to beg, 
gather provisions for the poor? God has six churches in 
our little town, each one pulling against the other, and not. 
withstanding he also has the Bible in school, folks will 
steal. The Ladies’ Library never dares buy more than one- 
half of a cord of wood at a time, for the reason that it will 
‘not do to trust it out over right, Nowif God would quit 
the eating house business and go to watching wood piles, it 
wou'd be better for the landlords, and better for those whe 

l pav ie hey thelr wood, “25 0 O Gu E 


The Tih Seeker, November, 26, 1880. 


t Our ‘heavenly Father!" how he answers prayers end 
comforts the afflicted’! Au example of his EL kind- 
‘hess and tender mercy :;" 

OPEN LETTER To THE ST JOHNS SCHOOL BOARD. 


GENTLEMEN : Please réad the following article, which w 
clip from this week's Clinton Independent : 


Dyma oF STARVATION,—A MoTHER AND DAUGHTER 
Fasting TO ATONE FOR. IMAGINARY S1N.—A special dis-. 


patch from Syracuse, N.. Y.,says: A mile north of the 
village of Pteenix livs Joseph Smith, an honest, industrious 
farmer. “Not until ‘about three years ago did Mr. Smith 
evince any particular interest in church matters. 
time a revival cccurred in thé Methodist church at Piwaix 
Mr. and Mrs, Smith attended regularly and experienced a 
change of heart 
came impressed that she and her daughter, 
leetual girl of sixteen, were filled with sin. The daughter 
became imbued with the same belief, and the two were con- 
vinced that nothing but protracted fasting ànd prayer would 
cleanse their souls, They told a minister of their contem- 
plated action and he sanctioned it. 


sustenance of the infant at her breast was exhausted, and, 


-as she says; obeying divine instructions, she broke her fast., 


The gir), however, continued ber fasting until the 14:h, 
when she was given a slight quantity of nourishment in 
liquid form. She-wasso weak that she had frequent faint: 
ing spells. 
the. condition of the girl called a doctor, but she was past 
aid and died the next morning. While fasting she moistencd 


her mouth with a damp cloth, and twice washed it out with 
On one of these occasions she accidentally swal- 


water. 
lowed a single drop, and for this supposed sin she atoned by 
praying for eighteen consecutiv hours, 


informed her that her prayers were just as eizectual while 


sitting in her chair or lying in bed, and in this way she con- 


tinued them until her physical strength was exhausted. In 


the family were several other childrep, but none of these 


participated in the fast, Mr. Smith, although not fasting, 
interposed no objection to his daughter's. abstinence, A» 
investigation will be held, and if itis found that Mr, and 
Mra. Smith are insane, as it is supposed, they will be sent 
to an asylum.” 

Now, gents, tell me why. your God didn't answer this 
poor girl's prayer? Why didn't he fill her soul with joy 
and let her know that her sins were forgiven ? Do you say 


she was insane ? She was acling in accordance with the 
If she was 


advice of the father, mother, and the priest. 
insane, why didn’t God restore her reason and giv her com. 
- fort in compliance with her prayer ? 
- Do you think that a God who unmoved by pity could 
look on that poor girl in her distress, and see her fast 
and pray herself to death without stretching forth his 
hand to save her, will answer the prayers of Prof. Ynte- 
ma? I don't believe it, you don’t believe it, nor does 
Prof. Yntema believe it, Then why go on with the farce? 
When little Tommy Thomas, a short time since, was 
burnt to death in that burning barn, if the meanest whisky 
seller in St, Johns had been there he would hav saved that 
innocent, helpless little child if he had been able to do it. 
But, according to your sacred schoolbook, your God was 
. there looking on with the. utmost indifference, and although 
he could hav saved the child just as easy as rolling off a log 
he wouldn't do it, A God who would refuse to answer the 
screams of agony of a poor helpless little child, praying and 
begging for belp, is a God for which I hav no respect. Aud, 
gents, there are a good many others who feel just as I do 
about paying Prof. Yatema for praying to such a God. 


Matter and Motion. 

. The first, derived from mater, mother ; the mother of us 
all, the diversified constituents of all things, the great uni 
versal truth ; eternal, ever changing, the sole factor of all 

acts and forma, the substance of all entities, the sole cecu 
pant of the universe, the criginal and ultimate divisibility 
gas, Excuse me, then, in my dotage, should I widely differ 
from many of your correspondents, Years ago I ventured 
to ask, in the Investigator, for light, more light, on matter 
and its acts, and I hav all this long time waited and watched 
patiently the varied phases of the consideration by diversi- 
fied mentality, and tried to garner the many gems of thought 
that hav lighted the way. Whether matter and motion 

- (truth and act, factor and fact) will ever generally be clearly 
understood aad: defined, must remain for the future to de- 
termin. 

Let me, then, s say that matter and its acte are all there is 
to be cogniz:d ; the first a factor, the second a fact; and if 
this basis be timely and well taken, it would appear that 
there should be but little diversity in the ultimate well 
understood though even vaguely expressed, & condition as 
yet to be tolerated. 

Of the many phases of the subject to be considered, and 
the one apparently the most interesting yet least understood 
jg matter and mind, upon which all hav ventured to think 
their best thoughts, and hav the right to claim tho best of 
others ; and should I be able to make the subject as clear to 
others as I fancy it is to me, then by reflection sball we be 
able to determin and relegate the many varied factors and 
facts that mske up the quiverse of matter and motion to 
normal conditions in ths game. 

Brevity, then, compels me to say that animated ‘maz, as 
an organized being, is a. conceded truth ; that the materials 
of such au organiz ition. are tiken from his surroundings is 
evidenced by growth, decay, and chemical analysis; that 
this aggregation of maiter has been built up by matter, 


activ, moving, or doing, no one can ‘rationally deny, That 


At that 


Three or four wecks ago Mre. Smith be- 
a bright, intel. |. 


Accordingly at noon of 
the-4!h instant they both took a little milk, and for five days 
neither'of them tasted nourishment of any description ; but 
Bt the end ofthat time Mrz, Smith resumed eating. The 


Oa Saturday evening, the 16th, friends learning 


Ween she became 
‘80 weak that she could not get upon her knees, her mother 


the brain is ‘part. and parcel with other components is 
clearly self- evident, and that there was a tim whea this, 


Ido not wish to discuss the general folly of educational 
; suffrage, but would.suggest that if itis to be based on the 


organization did "noi exist we are forced to amit, but to: ability to read Bewspaper lies in iilogical spelling after years 


deny the eternity of the material would be t» deny the 


plainest philosophioal fact. 

Now the very term “organize” implies motion, and if 
this be only “the. relativ change of matter," it can not be 
material considered separate from matter. It dces not oc- 
cupy space, nor can it be appreciated by any or all of cur 
special senses. ` Then if be not an entity, why longer hesi- 
tate to call it * nonentity ?" 

Surely we can not conceive of any motion independent of 
matter, or that any formation or change can take place 
without a material; nor yet that any force (action) can 
transpire in the absence of a factor. Our inability to de- 
scribe minutely all the varied series and combinations in all 
the varying forms and their components is certainly no 
valid argument against a self-evident factor and its facts, 


‘One great trouble in understanding this problem appears 
to be, we hay been taught to call hundreds of non-entities 


‘factors, and traveled on the old tread-wheel so long that it 


has become next to impossible to thiak without a legion of 
ghosts. Now, to think is a fact, and all facts are the results 
of factors, and facts in aud of themselvs are not truths, but 
merely the evidence of truths, because they are truthful or 
according to truth. When we relegate thought to brain, 
we admit that brain- thinks and that there can be no 
thought without brain; that the brain to think must act, 
and this we call mental action, and we are therefore forced 
to admit tnat such act takes place only withing the cranium, 
and never gets without, yet the organs of speech may enun- 
ciste, and signs may convey to other brains, through the 
organs of sense and other substances, that certain motions, 
we call mental, did take place in the brain. That the brain 
learns to think and the limbs are taught to walk, are evi- 
dently facts, being the acts of factors, and that thought or 
thinking is no more a substance than the walk or walking; 
abstract thought then is evidently not material, nor is it 
even a properiy of matter, but may be termed a phase. 
We should hardly consent to call two thoughts mind, but 
the comparison of these we do call reason or mind, and that 
all these changes are only the diversified acts of brain fiber, 
I can no lorgar doubt, or that these acts are any more or 
legs than the diversified changes of matter it would seem 
uephilosophic to affirm, 

Forced then to admit the classiflcation of factor and faot, 
we are forced also to admit that no two factors or facts are 
identically the same, either in time or space, and further if 
there be a law of acts, and this ‘‘the accustomed ac‘ion of 
matter” then must it change with the changes of matter, 
and as these changes are only similarity in diversity, we hav 
no further use for the term immutability, while every motion 
in the past has ceased with the act, as evidenced by the 
non-existence of all motions that hav ever been made, and 
the inevitable conclusion that all acts of the present and 
future will like ghosts, find the same unoccupied non- 
entity. Thus we relegate all life (vital action,) to the same 
silent tomb to which pass all forms save the molecular, be- 
yond the grace of existence or the possibility of a fancied 
resurrection, while matter eternally is. 

The sooner this subject is placed beyond the reach of 
mythological travesty the sooner will truth be recognized as 
the absolute, with reason in unity, 8 let the work goon; 
destroy the bad, but save the trus, ABRAM BRONSON, 

Nordhof, Cal., Nov. 4, 1880. 


———— $999 —————— 


A New Society. 


To TBE EDITOR CF Taz TRuTU Serer, Sir: A society 
has started in the seventh assembly district in this city, hav- 
ing for its aim the partial enfranchisement of women, based 
upon an educational qualification. The committee rooms 
are at No. 24 Clinton place (Mrs, Burpz' School of Phonog- 
raphy), and a general meeting was beld on Saturday even- 
ing, Ot. 30:h, at Cooper Institute, in room 24. 

At this meeting Mrs.. Burnz urged, a8 a spelling reformer, 
that were our orthography made sensible, an educational 
qualification bated upoa the ability to read and write wouid 
amount to practieally no distinction, 

Here is atwo-edged sword, wielded by a blind justice. 
Would an educational suffrage, based upon the ability to 
read, when reading could be learned by merely learning the 
alphabet, accomplish the ends for which educational qual- 
ification are instituted ? 

Notatal. You might as well make the ability to plan 
and fita garment a qualification, for it requires fully as 
much exercise of the mental powers to do tne oae as the 
other. While, as our spelling now stands, the ability to 
read and write means much, it means months and years of 
soul harrowing difficulty, days of failure, and nights of 
toil. A child or uneducated adult can be taught mathemat- 
ics from once one is one up to and through its commercial 
and mensural spplications, in less time than they can learn 
toread. I tell you an educational qualification based on 
the ability to read, to ‘‘ read with some degree of facility," 
means under the present circumstances a great deal. 

- But the sword is cutting frightfully on the other side. 
What a terrible distortion of the thinking faculties is to he 
perpetrated here in order that rational] men and women may 
cast their votes for candidates they know no more about 
than they do why £ o u g h represents a word of two ele- 
ments. It is curious that Mrs. Barı z, asaspelling reformer, 


reform as prior requisit to educational qualification. 


anything by impnsing a distortlon of the people's minds as 
a requisite to suffrage, and yet ehe would hav women learn 
to read before allowing them to vote, although to read 
rcquires-no logical development, but the reverse—a blunting 
of logical powers through years of irrational study. 


————— 


, school. 
should not bend her energies to the institution of spelling: 
She, 
would hardly assert boldly that the country would gain’ 


of toil, you had better, by. far, let.poor souls vote by pure 


| instiact; and spend their sparetime in washing and dressing 


and filling their stomachs. If their ambition is to be ap- 
peased on the attainment of reading and writing, they would 
vote as well without the. qualification, 
E GARTENN O'Moss. 
The Creed of the Middle Ages. 

The earth isa flat expanse, Europe, Asia, and Africa 
comprising the land, all thé rest water—Oceanica, Australia, 
and America with their inhabitants as yet unkoown—this 
narrow flat earth stationary in ceniral space, the sun, the 
moon, and stars rolling round it. Above the slid firma- 
ment is heaven, full of angels, the visible residence and 
court of Gd, conceived under the imagery and elaborate 
etiquette of an oriental monarch. Underneath ia a buge, 
hollow region of gloom and fire, the penal prison of the 
devil and his. demons, The entire interest of the drama of 
the universe ceutera in and circles round the human race, 
who, with the angels and demons, are the only intelligent 
creatures in being. The whole human race, descended from 
Adam, who lived five thousand years before, are, in con- 
sequence of his fall in the Garden of Eden, the bond 
slaves of the devil and the victims of endless pun‘shment in 
hell. Christ, one of the persons of the triune Godhead, was 
born a8 & man, suffered crucifixion, and founded a church, 
to cancel that fatal debt, ransom the souls of-men, and secure 
heaven for them, The Bible, a mysterious book dictated 
by the spirit of God, containing an infallible record of what 
is most important in this scheme of salvation, is withheld 
from the laity, but intrusted to the church, because the 
church has an exclusiv supernatural commission to teach 
the true meaning of its Contents, The aotual power or seal 
of salvation is made available to believers only through the 
sacraments of the church—confession, baptism, masses, and 
penance—legally administered by her accredited representa- 
tiva, Those who humbly believe and observe these doc- 
trins shall be saved ; all others are lost forever. For Christ 
is to reapp3ar in the last day, raise the dead, sit in,judg- 
ment, Separate the sheep.and the goats, burn the world, and 
return to heaven with his elect, while the reprobates are 
abandoned to torment withcut end and without hope, — Rev. 
W. R. Alger, at the Free Religious Association, 1877. 

Most of our readers hav outgrown this creed so com- 
pletely that it will, perhaps, rcquire an effort on their part 
to believe that such ideas could ever hav got “board and 
lodging" amorg two legged rational creatures, Such pre- 
posterous bel:efs seem so far off that they carry us back to 
the age of the Megatherium, but we cannot shut our eyes to 
the fact that they are still aliveand inactiv operation, They 
are embodied in brick and meta’, and may be looked on any 
day in the R C. and Anglican cathedrals, in the M. M. 
Metropolitan, and in all our churches down to the modest 
tabernacle and the shanty of tbe Bible Christians, It is 
fortunate for humanity that in the bushel of falsehood there 
are a few precious grains of truth, and there will yet in the 
fulness of time and under tha ‘‘ skyey’ irfluences," as friend 
Carlyle has it, overshadow the earth, and bless every son of 


man, Hyrax. 
eo 


A Clerical Ass. 


Jesus Christ's Methodist representativ at Pawlet, Vt., who 
is noted for his ability to read old sermons iu an eloquent 


and imprcasiv style, has been making himselt ridiculous for ` 


some time. A Spiritual convention was held in the town, 
the clergy being challenged to meet the epeakera in debate. 
Bat those chicken-hearted men of God were afraid to meet 
them, After they were gone this clerical parrot happened 
to come across an old sermon against Spiritualism. This he 
read to his fick, and had it printed in a newspaper. It 
was & weak production, full of flaws, as all the attempts of 
the ministers to explain S»iritualism are. It of course m«da 
an impression upon tLe audience, as they were much opposed 
to Spiritualism. Sv on after the statement was made iu the 
piper that the sermon was second hand, whereupon he got 
right gloriously mad, wrote the editor a letter, and threat- 
ened to sue bim for libel. Tne editor printed hia letter and 
a reply to it in which he called the beast of pray au ass, 
which simal he does resemble very much, the only differ. 
ence being that one prays, while the other brays ; one is all 
mouth and little ears, while the other is all ears and little 
mouth.: 

When a servant girl leaves hi8 family, and he has to go to 
the troub.e of huating up another, he circulates a story 
around to injure her character. He has been known to read 
other peop!e's lettere, and Jie about them ala» But such 
little things don’t hurt his reputation any. His love for 
J sus is only «xceeded by his affection for his sister-in-law, 
who objected to his occupying, the same bed with her. 
Jesus Christ had an ass of bis own to ride around with, but 
there is à mortgage on his agent’s horse and wagon. Thig 
man of God has made himself so ridiculous that in order to 
keep from starving ho bas to teach a select school, He said 
he would read whatever the scholars wrote to each other 
whenever he got hold of it. He has a lady assistant. A 
girl wrote on a slate, ‘Our teacher does not look as though 
she wore stays.’ This the clerical ass read aloud to the 
He still continues to shout gospel to a portion of 
his former congregation, and will doubtless continue to do 
80 as Jong as he can get his cash for it. '' Money makes the 
mare g^," and money makes the minister go, and as soon as 
he gets a call where he can get more pay he will go, — *,* 

Oe —— 

WHEN on the higher levels of life we can remember the 
lower levels ; but when on the lower we cannot remember 
the higher. 


7541 


459 


he Eruth Seeker, November 20, 1880. 


SS rn 


(Continued from page 189.) 
Romulus was nursed by a wolf. It is quite likely 
many other fables have grown in a similar way. 

A piece of wall was pointed out te me which was 
laid in the time of the early kings of Rome, fully 
seven hundred years before the Christian era. Other 
walls were also shown which were laid before cement 
and mortar were known among the Romans. The 
stones are about two feet across, and were so accu- 
rately jointed that the joints scarcely show now, and 
the walls still lie solid and strong. 

The orators Hortensius, Cataline, Cicero, and his 
bitter enemy the tribune Clodius, and other cele- 
brated men of the republican period, had residences 
here. Augustus was born on ihe Palatine, and 
after the battle of Actium he transferred his resi- 
dence to the ancient seat of the kings. His place 
was on the southern portion of the hill now occupied 
by an extensive nunnery ; and adjoining it were a 
large temple of Apollo, erected by him, and the 
Greek and Latin library, so highly extolled 
in Roman literature. The Emperor Tiberius also had 
his palace here, and extended the Domus Tiber- 
eana to the Velabrium; and the vain Caligula, who 
pretended to be the son of the gods, and conse- 
quently should not mix with the people, later 
built an expensive bridge (some of the remains 
of which I saw) from his palace to the capitol 
80 he could pass to the capitol without going among 
the people. It must have cost hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars and was made to humor the false 
whims and pretensions of a vain, unprincipled 
man, Vespasian had his palace also onthe Palatine, 
and it was greatly enlarged and enriched by his son 
Domitian, who made the Domus Flavia, probably 
one of the finest edifices ever built. Portions of the 
mosaic floors, the frescoes of the walls, and the col- 
umns in the adjoining temples, the nymphseum and 
bathing rooms, the banqueting hall, and all were of 
the most sumptuous character. I descended into 
what seemed like subterranean rooms and beheld 
there fine arches, mosaics, and some ancient frescoes, 

»8ome of the latter of which are claimed to be 150 
years older than the Christian era. The palace of 
Domitian was lined with costly polished marble of 
many kinds, but all this was taken by the Christians 
to help construct the rich cathedral of St. Peter at 
the Vatican. The site of the Larainm, or the temple 
to the household Roman gods, called the Lares, was 
also pointed out. Also the Ogorium, which was the 
abode of the Ogre which the ancient Romans used 
to consult regarding future events, the result of 
appinaohing attles, and things of that character. 
Of course the answers of the Roman ogres, like the 
Greek oracles, were given in such a vague, non-com- 
mittal sort of way that let the result turn out as it 
might the prediction could not be said to be false. 

I might add to what I said of entering the rooms 
below the surface into the three chambers, that in 
the first chamber is a sculptural representation of Io 
guarded by Argus in the employment of Juno, with 
Mercury appróaching in the interest of Jupiter, 
who after putting Argus to sleep by enchanting 
music and des die his hundred eyes closed, cut off 
his head and set Io at liberty. On the wall opposite 
the entrance are Polyphemus and Galatea. The 
central pietures represent large windows whence a 
view of the mythological scene is obtained. There 
are two small pictures representing the sacrificial 
scenes. The walls of another room are adorned 
with magnificent garlands, from which masks and 
other Bacchanalian objects depend from the columns; 
the walls of the third room are divided into sections 
edged with red and green, above which are light 
arabesques between winged figures on a white 
ground. Street scenes are represented on the walls. 
The mural paintings are counted very good. On 
the entrance-wall are two glass vases with fruit; on 
the right the attributes of Diana—a large indented 
crown, a stag’s and wild boar’s heads. On one of the 
walls are large leaden pipes for conveying water, on 
which are inscriptions which have aided in deter- 
mining the history of the establishment, 

On the south portion of the hall are the ruins of 
the palaces built by the Emperor Septimius Severus, 
including the Stadium which separated his build- 
ings from the older palace of Augustus. The sta- 
dium was a kind of ampitheater where horse-racing 
and gladitorial sports were once practiced. It was 
a magnificent place, and the decorations on the pri- 
vate box or room of the emperor are still visible. 
The length of the stadium is 625 feet. The 
structure is thought to date from the time of 
Domitian. The whole of this plateau was once 
inclosed in a colonnade consisting of pillars of 
masonry encrusted with marble with half columns 
in front of them. In the center the colonnade was 
adjoined by three chambers of the time of Hadrian, 
covered by the imposing apse of a later edifice. 
"aces of mural paintings aud mosaic pavements are 
still to be seen. 

The ruins of the Pedagogium or school for the im- 
perial slaves are worthy of mention. It is credit- 
able to the Roman history of slavery that a good 
education was given to the slaves, and in this respect 
it was far superior to the slavery enforced by Chris- 
tians, A portion of the marble column in this 


apartment called the Pedagogium is still in exist- 
ence. The walls are covered with writings executed 
by a stylus, which in ancient times was used instead 
ofthe pen. These writings consist of names, sen- 
tences, and sketches, similar to what mischievous 
boys will execute in our own time. A caricature of 
Jesus on the cross was among the sketches, 
now in the Museo Kircheriano, found here. On 
one of the walls is a sketch of a mill*driven by an 
ass, also the figure of à Roman soldier. Not far 
from here is a grotto, supposed to be the Lupercat 
in which the she-wolf is said to have sought refuge 
when driven from the twins when sought by the 
shepherds. 

On the northern part of the hill contiguous to the 
palace of Caligula are, as the guide asserted, one 
hundred and fifty subterranean passages. Where 
they all lead to I will not attempt to say. That the 
plans and conspiracies of some of the emperors de- 
manded secret avenues there is little doubt. 

From the central projection of Domitian’s palace 
a view is obtained in a straight direction of the 
scanty remains of the temple of Jupiter Stator, the 
foundation of which, tradition says, was laid by 
Romulus himself. Remains of a substructure of 
blocks of tufa stone (which bear Greek names) doubt- 
less belong to an ante-Neroian restoration of the 
temple, recently brought to light; and not far distant 
in the foreground, near the inscription “Roma Quad- 
rato,” are the remains of what is thought to be the 
wall of à most ancient city, constructed of regularly 
hewn blocks of tufa. 

In the third apartment of the Basilica was where 
the emperor Domitian pronounced his judicial de- 
cisions. The semicircular tribune was separated 
from the space allotted to the litigants by a marble 
screen, a fragment of which still remains. This 
place was flanked by a narrow colonnade, traces of 
which still remain. But I must omit much. 

The place was pointed cut to me in one of the 
passages connected with the palace of Caligula 
where that emperor was assassinated, and also the 
place where Claudius hid behind a screen or curtain, 
and, when found, pleaded for his life, expecting it 
would be taken, but in place of which, to his great 
surprise, he was elected to be emperor. He was a 
weak man, but he completed the system of aqueducts 
which Caligula had commenced. 

From the Palatine was pointed out the Tarpeian 
rock from whence condemned criminals were hurled 
to be dashed to pieces. It was said once to be nearly 
three hundred feet in hight, but if that is so it has 
strangely become very much lower, for it is now 
only about forty feet in hight. 

Another temple of Vesta on the west of the Pala- 
tine erected by Numa Pompilius, a round edifice, 
was also pointed out, and on the top of it another 
story has been built and used as a Christian chapel, 
as many others have been treated. It was the cus- 
tom in pagan times for mothers on every Thursday 
morning to take their children to the temple of 
Vesta, the goddess of purity, especially when they 
were in ill health, and implore that good goddess 
in their behalf; and so, since the Christians have ap- 
propriated it to their use, they avail themselves of 
the traditions and ceremonies of their predecessors, 
so popular with the people, and continue this custom 
of taking children every Thursday morning to the 
same temple and imploring the Virgin in their 
behalf. When children have been vaccinated, and 
while under the operation of the virus, they are 
every Thursday morning taken to this old temple, 
whereby it is believed ,they will meet with a favor- 
able result from the action of the virus, This is 
only a single instance where Christian ceremonies 
and traditions have grown out of pagan ceremonies 
and traditions. The aphorism will bear the closest 
scrutiny that there ia nothing new in Christianity. 
All, all has been borrowed from paganism. 

The little museum on the Palatine is worth visit- 
ing; it contains many statues and antiquities 
executed in old Roman times, and which have been 
excavated on the Palatine, while many others have 
been taken to the Vatican and to the museums in 
other cities. I saw there the statues or busts of 
many of the Roman emperors, among whom are 
Nero, Caligula, the Cæsars, and others. There is 
also a bust of the wise and good man Seneca, who 
gave utterance to as excellent morals as any man has 
ever spoken, I saw there also many of the earthen 
lamps which were used in olden times, and many 
other implements and articles. 

To Napoleon III. much is due for the information 
now possessed in relation to the ruins of the Pala- 
tine. In 1861 he purchased the grounds from King 
Francis II. for 250,000 francs, and at a great expense 
caused the ruins of the imperial palaces here imper- 
fectly described to be systematically excavated 
under the superintendence of the celebrated archi- 
tect Pietro Rosa. The Vigna Nussiner was pre- 
sented to the city by the emperor of Russia in 1857, 
after he had caused excavations to be made in it for 
the nine preceding years, and since 1866 important 
discoveries have been made in the Vigna del Col- 
legio Inglese, which was purchased by Pius IX. 
Since the annexation of Rome to the kingdom of 
Italy, and the purchase of the Farnese Gardens by 


the Italian government in December, 1870, for a 
sum of 650,000 francs, all these excavations have 
been intrusted to M. Rosa, who has caused the 
different parts of theruinsto be connected by paths, 
thus rendering thém conveniently accessible. In 
many places twenty-five feet of rubbish, debris, and 
earth have to be removed to even reach the founda- 
tions of the old palaces, and under the comparatively 
late edifices are the foundations of those still older. 
It seems curious how such an enormous deposit could 
have taken place on a hilllike the Palatine. On the 
lewer grounds of the Forum it is not so singular. 

In addition to the nunnery named, there is also on 
the Palatine hill the monastery of Saint Bonaven- 
tura, opposite the arch of Titus. Thus the rule is 
again verified that all the important places in pagan 
times are now seized by Christians, and covered with 
Christian churches and institutions. 

Some considerable spaee on the Palatine is under 
eultivation as gardens. I saw there thrifty olive 
trees à hundred years old, famous fig trees, one of 
which is said to have been planted in the twelfth 
century, fine orange trees hanging full of oranges 
not yet fully grown, beautiful European cypress 
trees, which in shape resemble the yew tree, only of | 
a larger size, also the beautiful accacias. Among 
other vegetable curiosities I saw some eight plants 
of the aloe, or night-blooming cereus, commonly 
known as the century plant, which blossomed this 
season, the flower stalks and the flower clusters still 
remaining. It is a singular plant, that exists. one 
hundred years before it blossoms, and on the hun- 
dredth year, in May, the flower stalk shoots up 
suddenly and grows to the hight of thirty feet or 
more in about three weeks, and blossoms at night, 
yielding a most agreeable odor. ‘The flower stalk is 
fully six inches through at the base. The effort 
of the plant made in flowering exhausts it to such 
extent that it takes it two or three years to recover. 
In America this plant is so rare that its flowering is 
a great curiosity, and people have traveled hundreds 
of miles and paid an admission fee to see it, but in 
this part of Italy the plant is so common, and the 
flowering of some among them is so frequent, that it - 
is considered no curiosity at all. 


THE COLISEUM. 


Prominent among the ruins of ancient Rome is 
this largest place of amusement in the world, and 
the one built the strongest and at the greatest ex- 
pense. Perhaps no more imposing edifice has ever 
been erected. On its completion it was inaugurated 
by gladiatorial combats continued one hundred 
days, in which five thousand wild beasts were slain, 
aad naval combats represented. Eighty-seven thou- 
sand spectators could be accommodated at one time 
within its walls. Having been injured by fire in 
the reign of Macrinus it was restored by Alexander 
Severus. In 248 the Emperor Philip here celebrated 
the thousandth anniversary of the foundation of 
Rome with magnificent games. In the year 405 
gladiatorial combats were abolished by Honorius as 
inconsistent with the advanced taste and civilization 
of the period, but wild beast fights continued down 
to the time of Theodoric the Great. In the middle 
ages the Coliseum was employed by the Roman 
barons as a stronghold. In 1312 the Annibaldi were 
compelled to surrender it to the Emperor Henry 
VIL, who presented it to the Roman Senate and 
people. In 1332 the Roman nobility again intro- 
duced bullfights. Soon after this period the de- 
struction of the Coliseum began, and the stupendous 
pile began to be regarded as an immense stone-quarry 
from which anybody and everybody could help 
themselves at their pleasure. In the fifteenth cen- 
tury Pope Paul II. here procured the material to 
erect the palace of St. Marco, in the Piazza di Ve- 
nizia. Here also Cardinal Riaro obtained the ma- 
terial for the edifice called the Cancelleria, and. Pope 
Paul III. took the material from the same pile for 
the Palazzo Farnese. Sixtus V. proposed here a 
cloth manufactory, and Clement XI, used the build- 
ing as a storehouse for salt. Benedict XIV. (1740- 
58) was the first to protect the building from further 
demolition by consecrating the interior to the pas- 
sion of Christ, on account of the frequency with 
which the blood of Christian martyrs was claimed 
to have been shed there. He caused the erection of 
small chapels within its walls, where sermons were 
until quite recently preached by a Capuchin monk. 
Pius VIL. and Leo -XII. very commendably pre- 
vented the further falling of the walls by the build- 
ing of huge buttresses. The stairs in the interior 
were restored by direction of the late Pius IX. 

The Coliseum js constructed of blocks of stone 
called travertine, originally held together by iron 
cramps, and tufa and bricks were also used in the 
interior. It is slightly elliptical in form, and is 1728 
feet in circumference, or nearly one-third of a mile. 
The long diameter is 615 feet, and the shorter 510 
feet. The area is 279 feet the longer way, 174 feet 
the shorter way. The hight is 156 feet. Above 
the arena rise the tiers of seats, intersected by steps 
and passages, most of which are now in ruins, and 
only partially accessible. "The walls are very thick, 
and an abundance of room was allowed for passing 
from part to part of the building, and several places 
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of egress were provided. On the exterior the still 
preserved northeast portion, on the side next to the 
Esquiline, consists of four stories, the first three 
being formed by arches, the pillars of which are 
adorned with half-columns of Doric, Ionic, and Cor- 
inthian order, in the first, second, and third stories 
respectively. A wall with windows between Corin- 
thian pilasters forms the fourth story. Statues 
were originally placed in the arcades of the second 
and third stories, as appears from the representations 
on ancient coins. . At the ends of its diameters are 
the four triple principal entrances, those next to the 
Esquiline and the Caelius being designed for the em- 
peror, the others for the solemn procession before 
the commencement of the games and the introduc- 
tion of the animals and machinery. On the side 
next to the Esquiline are still seen traces of the 
stuccodecorations, which have been once restored, 
and were used as models by Giovanni da Udine, the 
pupil of Raphael. The arcades of the lowest story 
served as entrances for the spectators, and were fur- 
nished with numbers up to LXXX. (Nos. XXIII. 
to LIV. still exist), in order to indicate the stairs to 
the different seats. Below, on the exterior, are two 
rows of arcades, and then a massive superstructure 
for the seats. Every fourth arch contained a flight 
of stairs. 

A part of the tiers or seats is still distinguishable, 
the foremost of which, called the Podium, was des- 
tined for the emperor, the senators, and the vestal 
virgins. The emperor occupied a raised seat, and 
the others had seats of honor. Above the Podium 
rose three other classes of seats, the first of which 
was allotted to the knights. The humbler citizens 
occupied the last division in a colonnade, on the 
roof of which were stationed sailors of the imperial 
fleet for the purpose of stretching sail cloth over 
the amphitheater in order to exclude the scorch- 
ing rays of. the sun, for the exhibitions were 
conducted by day as well as by night. Apparatuses 
are gtill.seen in the external coping, with corbels 
below them, for the support of the masts, to which 
the necessary ropes were attached. Under the arena 
were chambers and dens for the wild beaste, and an 


. apparatus by which means it could be laid under 


water. A part of them have been filled up, and a 
part still remain. 

When the wild beasts were let loose into the 
arena it was necessary for them to leap twenty feet 
before they could reach the spectators. The tigers 
could jump this distance; but, to prevent all danger, 
a course of rollers were placed before the spectators, 
and when the tigers or other animals leaped to them 
and attempted to cling to them the rollers would at 
once turn and render it impossible for the beasts to 
maintain their hold. 

I saw the place, with windows with bars, where 
the beasts were let up from the compartments below 
into the arena. One could not help thinking of the 
carnage that must have taken place there when five 
hundred wild beasts were put to death in a single 
day, and the bloody sport kept up for a hundred 
days at a time. 

The gladiators, or beast-fighters, were of course 
killed in the conflict. Besides the blood shed in 
that way, the Christians claim that great numbers 
of the early believers were made martyrs of by being 
thrown into the arena to be devoured by the beasts. 
It is highly probable that their representations are 
much exaggerated ; but if some Christians were 
cruelly put to death, their successors learned the 
business of putting people to death for opinion's 
‘sake, and most vigorously have they practiced it. 
For every Christian that the pagans put to death it 
is probable that the Christians put to death and 
most cruelly tortured, by the most fiendish devices, 
ten, twenty, aud even fifty or a hundred heretics. 

Although only about one-third of the gigantic 
structure of the Coliseum remains, the ruins are still 
grandly impressive. An architect of the last cen- 
tury estimated the value of the materials still re- 
maining and intact, and his estimate was 1,500,000 
scudi, or nearly $3,000,000. That structure has ever 
been a symbol of the greatness of Rome, and gave 
rise in the eighth century to a prophetic saying of 
the pilgrims of that age: . 


adorned with admirable sculptures from a triumphal 
arch of Trajan, which stood at the entrance of Tra- 
jan’s Forum, contrasting strongly with the rude 
additions made by Constantine. The sculptures 
from the time of Trajan are larger, fuller, and much 
more artistically executed. 

Before the Coliseum was erected, the circus Max- 
imus, west of the Palatine, between that and the 
Tiber, was in operation some hundreds of years, and 
for much the same character of sports—gladiatorial 
contests and fighting with wild beasts. Its first 
dimensions were capable of holding eighty thousand 
persons, but it was twice enlarged, so that at last 
1t was capable of accommodating 385,000 people. 
It was a. vast oblong structure, but was probably not 
so heavily built as the Coliseum, as I think but com- 
paratively few of its ruins remain. It was pointed 
out to me, but I did not visit it. 

The Therme of Titus is east of the Coliseum, or 
rather their ruins are. Mæcenas once possessed a 
villa there, but it was afterward incorporated with 
the golden palace of Nero. On the site of the latter, 
in the year 80, Titus hastily erected his sumptuous 
Thermz (baths), which were greatly altered and 
enlarged by Domitian, Trajan, and others. The 
ruins oocupy an extensive space, and are scattered 
over several vineyards. A small part only, exca- 
vated in 1813, is accessible. 

The earlier structure of Nero is easily distin- 
guished from that of Titus. The long, vaulted, 
parallel passages first entered belong to the Therme. 
They form together a semicircular sub-structure, 
the object of which is not clearly ascertained. Most 
of the chambers beneath were filled up by Titus in 
the construction of his baths, and, re-excavated at 
the beginning of the sixteenth century, belonged to 
the golden palace of Nero. A suite of seven rooms 
is first entered here. To the left, near that in the 
center, is the remains of a spring. Traces of beau- 
tiful paintings are still observed. Colonnades ap- 
pear to have flanked both sides of these rooms. A 
passage leads hence to a bath-room. To the left, at 
right angles with this suite, are a number of small 
and unadorned rooms, probably the dwelling of the 
slaves. To the left again, opposite the first suite, is 
a passage once lighted from above, the vaulting of 
‘which was adorned with beautiful frescoes, still par- 
tially visible. 

In the plain to the northeast of the Forum of the 
Republic lie the Fora of the Emperors, which were 
erected by their founders rather as monuments and 
ornaments to the city than for political purposes, 
and were chiefly used for judicial proceedings. The 

rincipal edifice in the fora was always a temple. 

he Forum Julium, the first of the kind, was begun 
by Cæsar and completed by Augustus. The second 
was constructed by Augustus. The temple of 
Peace, of Vespasian, is often mentioned as a third, 
and another was founded by Domitian ; and lastly, 
the most magnificent of all, the Forum of Trajan. 
They are enumerated here in their order from the 
Temple of Peace, which is thought to lie on the site 
of the Basilica of Constantine, to the Forum of Tra- 
jan, as they all adjoined each other witbin this 
period. 

Adjacent to the temple of Peace lay the Forum 
founded by Domitian and completed by Nerva, 
whence called the Forum of Nerva. Here stood a 
temple of Minerva, taken down by Paul V. in order 
to obtain marble for the decoration of the Fontana 
Paolina—another instance of the works of the ancient 
Romans being destroyed to build up Christian struc- 
tures. l 

Thé Via Bonella is terminated toward the north 
by an ancient wall with a gateway. In front of the 
latter to the left are three beautiful and lofty 
Corinthian columns with entablature, which belonged 
to one of the sides of the temple of Mars Ultor in 
the Forum of Augustus. The Forum was enclosed 
by a lofty wall, of rock of a volcanic nature, a por- 
tion of which, about 450 feet in length, is seen near 
the temple, and particularly at the Arco de Pantani. 
This wall was adjoined by the back of the temple 
erected by Augustus in consequence of a vow which 
he made whilst engaged in war against Cæsar’s mur- 
derers, and inaugurated by him in the year 2 s.c. 


.| The Forum is now occupied by the nunnery of the 


** While stands the Coliseum, Rome shall stand; 
When falls the Coliseum, Rome shall fall, 
And when Rome falls, with it shall fall the world." 


'Iascended several flights of pretty long steps, 


“about 150 in all, and, when near the top of the wall, 


had a fine view of the ruins lying about me, also of 
the several churches in the vicinity, the Campagna, 
south of Rome, the ruins of the aqueducts, and also 


' the mountains, twelve miles to the south, over which 


Hannibal is said to have led his army when he 
marched upon Rome. The town of Albano, which 
lies on the hillside, is easily discerned from this 
place of observation. 

A short distance west of the Coliseum is the Tri- 
umphal Arch of Constantine, the best preserved of 
the ancient ruins. It was erected after the victory 
over Maxentius at Saxa Rubra in 311, when he 
claimed to have seen the wonderful vision of a cross 
in the heavens, and for that reason to have embraced 
Christianity. The arch has three passages, and is 


Annunciation. Between this and the ancient repub- 
lican Forum lay the Forum of Cæsar, with a temple 
of Venus Genetrix, scanty remains of which are now 
only visible. As ascent is made to the left through 
the Arco de Pantani by the huge wall which now 
forms part of the nunnery, and a little farther on de- 
scend to the left by the Salita del Grillo to the busy 
Via Campo Carleo, whence immediately to the right 
the Piazza della Colonna Trajana.is entered. The 
Forum of Augustus was adjoined by the Forum of 
Trajan, an aggregate of magnificent edifices, de- 
signed by aréhitect Apollodorus of Damascus. 
This was considered the most magnificent of the 
numerous palatial edifices of Rome. According to 
the legend of the seventh century, Gregory the 
Great, while admiring the structure one day, sad- 
dened by the thought that so just and benignant 
a monarch as its founder should be condemned to 
everlasting perdition, succeeded by his prayers in 
obtaining the release of Trajan’s soul from purga- 


tory. This of course is easily believed by the faith- 
ful. . In the tenth century this forum lay in ruins, 


‘and the church of St; Nicholas was erected near Tra. 


jan’s column. This was succeeded. by other churches. 
In 1507 Sixtus V. crowned the column with a bronze 
statue of St. Peter. At length in 1812-14 the French. 
government caused the two nunneries and other 
buildings to be demolished, and thus partially re- 
stored to view the center part of the forum. 

The project of effecting an easy communication 


between the old town and the buildings in the Cam- . 


pus Martius by means of a vast cutting between the 
Capitol and the Quirinal was at length carried out 
by Trajan. This passage must have been some six 
hundred feetin width and still more in length. In 
the part already excavated (475 by 150 feet) have 
been discovered the foundations of four rows of 
columns, belonging to the five-halled Basilica 
Ulpia, which lies with its sides toward the present 
piazza. The central hall was eighty-one feet 
and the whole building 184 feet in width. 
The pavement consisted of slabs of rare marble. 
Numerous broken granite columns have been exca- 
vated and set up where it was supposed they origi- 
nally stood. Between this Basilica and the Forum 
of Augustus lay the Forum of Trajan. A part of 
the southeast semicircular wall is still seen in the 
court of No. 6 Via della Saltila del Grillo, two 
atories in hight. The rooms on the ground floor are 
thought to have been used for shops. In the center 
of this Forum stood Trajan’s equestrian statue. On 
the north side of the Basilica rises Trajan’s column, 
the shaft of which is eighty-seven feet high, the 
whole including pedestal and statue being 147 feet. 
The diameter is eleven feet at the base, and ten feet 
at the top. Around the column runs a spiral band 
three feet wide and 660 feet long, covered with 
admirable reliefs of scenes from Trajan’s war with 
the Dacians, comprising, besides animals, machines, 
etc., upward of 2,500 human figures, the hight of 
those below being two feet, and gradually increas- 
ing as they ascend. A copy of this column is in the 
museum of the Lateran. I saw a copy of it, also, in 
the South Kensington Museum, London, and I think 
another in Paris. Beneath this monument Trajan 
was buried, and on the summit stood his statue, but 
the Christians could hardly endure such honor to be 
shown to a good pagan emperor, so they took the 
statue of Trajan down and put up one of St. Peter 
in his place, precisely as from the column of Marcus 
Aurelius—of avery similar character, containing bas- 
reliefs referring to his war with the Marcomanni and 
other German tribes on the Danube, the same con- 
sisting of twenty-eight blocks besides the basement 
and capitol, being altogether 95jfeet in hight—the 
statue of this excellént man who taught better 
morals and said more good things than all the 
popes that have filled the pontifical chair was 
taken down by Pope Sixtus V., and a statue of St. 
Paul put up in its place. Such conduct shows an 
amount of meanness sufficient to arouse the indigna- 
tion of every good man. This column of Marcus 
Aurelius stands in the Piazza Colonna. 

To the Forum of Trajan also belonged a temple 
dedicated to Trajan by Hadrian, a library, and a 
triumphal arch of Trajan, all situated on the other 
side of the column. The reliefs were taken from 
this arch to decorate the arch of Constantine—still 
another instance of Christian unfairness. Trajan 
was a far better man than the murderer Constantine. 

To return once more to the Forum of the Repub- 
lic, let me say the temple of Faustina was converted 
into a Christian church. On the east side of the 
Forum, with its front toward the Capitol, is sit- 
uated the temple of Cesar, to which Cæsar in 
addition to the other alterations made by him, 
transferred the tribune of the orators. This was 
afterward called the Rostra Julia, and it was from 
this very place that Mark Antony made his impas- 
sioned address in favor of the murdered dictator on 
the 19th or 20th of March, 44 s.c, A funeral pyre 
was then hastily improvised, and unto Cæsar was 
rendered what was considered a great honor, being 
cremated in view of the most sacred shrines of the 
gods of Rome. A column with the inscription, “Par- 
enti Patric” was afterward erected here to commem- 
orate the event. Ata later period Augustus erected 
this temple in honor of Divus Julius, his deitied 
uncle and adopted father, and dedicated it to him in 
the year 29 B. c., after the battle of Actium. At the 
same time he adorned the Rostra with the prows of 
the captured Egyptian vessels. The foundation of 
the substructure of the temple, consisting of 
columns, was discovered in 1872, but their 
covering of solid stone has been removed. In front 
of the temple are the remains of a platform still 
partly paved with slabs of stone, which is believed 
to have been the Rostra of ancient Rome. Its pres- 
ent form appears to have resulted from subsequent 
alterations. 

I think I have said nothing by way of description 
of the Zriumphal Arch of Titus. It stands on the 
summit of the Velia, close to the Palatine and south- 
west of the Forum. It was erected to commemorate 
the defeat of the Jews at Jerusalem in the year 70, 
and dedicated to him under his suecessor Domitian 
in 81, as the inscription on the side next to the Col- 
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jaeum records; Senatus populusque Romanus divo - 
Tito divi Vespasiani jilio Vespasiano Auguste. 
The arch is embellished with fine reliefs. On tbe 
same side as the inscription is a representation of a 
sacrificial procession on the frieze. Inside is Titus 
crowned by Victory in a quadriga driven by Roma; 
opposite, the triumphal procession with the captive 
Jews, table with the show-bread, and candlesticks 
with seven branches. Inthe middle ages the arch 
was used as a fortress by the Frangipani, crowned 
with pinnacles, and strengthened by new walls. 
When these were removed in 1822 the arch Jost its 
support and had to be reconstructed, as the inscrip- 
tion on the other side informs us. 

As the ground descends toward the Coliseum 
various ruius.are passed. On the left is the double 
apse of the Zemple of Venus and Roma, or Tem- 
plum Urbis, erected by Hadrian in 13^, and re- 
stored after a fire by Maxentius in 307. This was 
one of the most superb temples in Rome. The gilded 
bronze tiles were, Christian-like, taken from this 

agan temple and used on St. Peter's by Pope 
Horus in 626. There were evidently two tem- 
ples under the same roof, with entrances from the 
street next the Coliseum and next the Capitol, and 
with adjacent cells so there was a niche on each 
side of the central wall for the image of a god. 
One half of this temple is appropriated for Christian 
use and built into the wall of the monastery of St. 
Francisca Romana while the other toward the 
Coliseum is open. The vestibules of the cells had 
each four columns in front. Around this ran a first 
colonnade of ten columns at the ends and twenty at 
the sides (length 360 feet, width 174 feet). This 
colonnade was inclosed by a second, consisting of 
about 200 columns, 540 feet long and 330 feet wide, 
and projecting as far as the street, where it was 
supported by a massive substructure. To this colon- 
nade belonged the granite shafts scattered about. 
The cells were incrusted with the rarest marble, 
which the Christians found very convenient in the 
construction of their rival temples. 

Descending still further toward the Coliseum are 
observed the remains of an extensive square basis of 
masonry to the left below. Here once stood the 
gilded bronze colossal statue of Nero, as god of tbe 
sun, surrounded with rays, and about 117 feet in 
hight, executed by Zenodorus by order of the em- 
peror himself, to grace the golden palace which he 
erected with lavish splendor after the burning of 
Rome in 64. The palace fell to decay soon after the 
emperor’s death in 68, and the statue was removed 
thence by Hadrian to this pedestal. In the epace 
occupied by an artificial lake in the gardens of Nero 
Vespasian founded the Ampitheater Flavium, which 
was completed by Titus in the year 80, and since the 
eighth century has been named, after the colossal 
statue of Nero, the Coliseum. 

It will be impracticable for me to mention all the 
ruins in the part of the city called Ancient Rome, 
as I did not see them all, neither would it be neces- 
sary. I visited the grounds three different times 
and freely confess I felt a deep interest in contem- 
plating the race of men, with many errors and 
faults of course, who once flourished there, but 
greatly superior in every manly, noble quality to the 
degenerated aud thieving set of beings who suc- 
ceeded them. Of the remaining “seven hills” of 
Rome not mentioned it is only necessary to say that 
the Aventine has become comparatively deserted. It 
was formerly covered with the temples of Diana 
(copied from that of Ephesus), Juno, Bona Dea, 
eto., but now it is principally occupied by convents 
and vineyards. 

The Colian hill (Celio) was formerly an oak 
grove, and has some ancient ruins, but it has two 
ehurehes—St. Gregory and St. Stefano Rotondo. 
The Lateran church and palace are also near by. 

The Viminal hill is between the E:quiline and 

the Quirinal, and its name came from the willows 
(vimini) which grew so abundantly about it. Here 
were the baths of Diocletian, but now the church of 
Santa Maria degli Angeli and some other buildings 
for Christian purposes occupy the ground. 
: The E.quiline is the locality where Mæcenus had 
his gardens, and here are the remains of the baths 
of Titus, on the site of Nero's golden house. A 
part of it was used for fuel for burning the dead 
before depositing the ashes in the tombs and cata- 
combs along the Appian Way and elsewhere, Here 
is the church St. Maria Maggiore. The piazza in 
front is embellished by a haudsome column from 
the basilica of Constantine, crowned with a bronze 
figure of the Virgin and placed there by Pope 
Paul V. 

The Quirinal hill is larger than any other of the 
seven hills of Rome, and continues. and extends 
along the east side of the city for half a mile or 
more. Here once stood the pagan temple of Quir- 
inus, dedicated to the founder of Rome, but that 
long since was removed, and the principal edifice 
there now is the building called the Palace of the 
Quirinal, built for a summer residence for the popes, 
but now occupied as the winter residence of King 
Humbert. I will have more to say of this palace in 
another letter. v ; SP 

Thus it is seen that the seven hills, which were! 


: | 
the seat of the ancient grandeur of Rome, have). 


become greatly deserted, or are taken possession of 
by the Christians and used as churches and con- 
venis. Those hills must indeed have been very 


populous in the days of Marcus Aurelius, when the | g 


inhabitants of Rome. reached two million people, 
and must correspondingly have greatly fallen off in 
the middle ages, when the population of the city 
was reduced to twenty thousand. The city now 
contains three hundred thousand inhabitants, and is 
growing. The additions being made to it, mostly 
in the southeast quarter of the city, are in modern 
style, with hand-ome buildings, wide streets, eto. 
It will be decidedly the handsomest quarter of the 
city. : 

While the remains of axcient Rome -are under 


consideration, I will mention the Pantheon, stand- 


ing on the south side of the Piazza del Rotondo, in 
8 northwest direction from the Capitoline Hill. It 
is the only edifice of ancient Rome which is. still in 
perfect preservation. But this edifice, like all the 
rest of the same character, has not escaped the rule 
of Christian vandalism, which has seized and appro- 
priated the temples and structures of the-old Ro- 
mans, converting them into churches. Though the 
Pantheon is now a Christian church, called the 
church of Santa Maria Rotonda, it stands much as 
it was originally constructed. The huge circular 
structure, with its vast colonnade, still presents a 
strikingly imposing appearauce. The walls are of 
excellent brick work, and are twenty feet in: thick- 
ness, and were originally covered with marble and 
stucco. The ground in the vicinity has been grad- 
ually so raised that the floor of the temple, which 
was once five steps above the ground, is now nearly 
asmuch below. The portico, 108 feet in width and 
42 feet in depth, consists of sixteen Corinthian col- 
umns of granite, thirteen feet in circumference, and 
thirty-nine feet in hight. The tympanum formerly 
contained reliefa, and the roof was embellished with 
statues. Eight of the columns are in front; the 
others form three colonnades, originally vaulted 
over, terminating in niches, in which stood colossal 
statues of Augustus and his son-in-law, M. Agrippa. 
The latter, according to the ancient inscription on 
the frieze— M. Agrippa L. F. Cos. tertium fecit” 
—caused the edifice to be erected about twenty-seven 
years before the Christian era. 
nade leads to the entrance, with its ancient, very 
large and heavy door strongly secured by bronze 
plates. The interior, which is lighted by a single 
circular apperture at the center of the dome, some 
twelve or fifteen feet in diameter, produces such a 
beatiful effect that it was currently believed at an 
early period that the temple derived its name of 
Pantheon from its resemblance to the vault of 
heaven. The hight and diameter of the dome are 
equal, each being 140 feet. The surface of the walls 
is broken by seven large niches, in which once stood 
the statues of the gods, among which were Mars, 
Venus, and Cezar. The architrave is supported by 
fluted columns of giallo antico, or pavonazzetto in 
couples, the shafts being twenty-six feet in hight, 
Above the latter, and corresponding with the niches, 
formerly rose a series of round arches, borne b 

caryatides, but they were removed by the Christian 
modifiers. The coffered ceiling of the vault, which 
consists of concrete, was decorated with gold leaf, 
and the whole roof was covered with gilded bronze 
tiles, which the Chris'ian emperor Constans II. 


-caused to be removed to Constantinople in 665. It 


seems the edifice was restored by Domitian, Trajan, 
Septimius Severus, and Caracalla. The names of the 
last two are recorded by an inscription on the archi- 
trave of the portico. 

The Pantheon was consecrated as a Christian 
church by Pope Boniface IV. in 610, and in consid- 
eration of this the festival of All Saints was insti- 
tuted. The same pope removed from the portico 
the brazen tubes on which the roof rested, and 
caused them to be converted into columns for the 
canopy of the high altar, and cannons for the de- 
fense of the castle of St. Angelo. This vandalism 
justly gave rise to the complaint of Pasquin. 
“Quod non fecerunt barbari, fecerunt Barberini." 
While I viewed the grand old temple I could not re- 
strain the wish that the Christian vandals had been 
generous enough to have left this one ancient struc- 
ture in the eondition in which it was erected and not 
have desecrated it with the symbols and parapherna- 
lia of their mongrel, counterfeit religion. They at 
least might have left one solitary place unpolluted by 
their hands ; but I am grateful that they did not 
utterly demolish this landmark of a former era, and 
have allowed us to look upon something that was con- 
atructed for the purposes of another religion which 
existed long before theirs was devised and made up 
from the pre-existing systems. 

In the Pantheon lie the remains of the great 
painter Raphael. His tomb is at the third altar; he 
was born in 1483 and died 1520, not-yet forty years 
of age. On the wall is engraved an epigram, and 
also a lengthy inscription, announcing that Raphael’s 
remains were placed in a. new sarcophagus in 1833. 
The Pantheon is also the last resting place of Car- 
acci, Zucchero, Peruzzi, Perino del Vaga, Giovanni 
da Udine, and other celebrated artista, =: 


The central colon- 


„A visit tothe Pantheon by moonlight is said to 
be most delightful, atfording a magnificent view, 
but tlie moon has an engagement just now, giving 
her evening light in some other quarter of the 
lobe, . E 

At the back of the Pantheon are situated the 
ruins of the Therme of Agrippa, tke proximity of 
which to the Pantheon once gave rise to the absurd 
conjecture that the temple originally belonged to 
the baths and was afterwards converted into a 
temple. . 

A little way southeast of the Pantheon is the very 
fine church of St, Maria sopra Minerva, erected on 
the ruins of a temple of Minerva founded by 


Domitian, the only Gothic church in Rome, | It was - 


begun in the latter part of the thirteenth century, 
and was restored in 1846-1855, and contains many 
valuable works of ark, and the tombs of many dis- 
tinguished persons. The whole interior of this large 
€hurch is lined with polished marble and decorated 
with showy chandeliers of ornamental glass, The 
floor, as is the case with nearly all the floors of the 
churches, is of fine marble laid in mosaics and orna- 
mental figures. Among the valued works of art is 
a Christ with his cross by Angelo and a painting or 
two by Raphael. The church is rich with fine 
paintings and statues. 

. What was once the Stadium or circus of Domitian 
is now the Piazza Navona, the largest in Rome save 


that of St. Peter. It is embellished with three foun- 


tains, the largest in the center. At the corners of 


a lofty mass of rock, the different parts of which 
represent the four quarters of the globe, are placed 
the gods of the four largest rivers, the Danube, 


Ganges, Nile, and Rio dela Plata. The whole is gur- 


mounted by an obelisk which was formerly in the 
circus of Maxentius, and was originally erected in 
honor of Domitian. 


One of the other fountains is 
adorned with masks, Tritons, and the statue of a 


Moor. This use of the former Stadium of Domitian 


is commendable, but the Christians have three 
churches standing upon its borders, the church of 
St. Agnes, St. Maria del Anima, and the church of 
St. Maria della Pace. 

While having the ruins of ancient Rome under 
consideration, it will be quite proper for me to say 
something of the Appian Way (Via Appia). It is 
the celebrated military road constructed by the Cen- 
sor Appius Claudius Cæcus, 312 years before the 
Christian era. It was first constructed to Capua, 
and afterward extended to Beneventum and Brun- 
disium. The parts nearest the city were excavated 
in 1850-53, and it well deserves its title, * Queen of 
Roads.” It probably affords the finest of all the 
excursions in the Campagna, being lined for man 
miles with the ruins of ancient tombs and villas, and 
running near the ruins of the Claudian and other 
aqueducts, of which history has so much to say. It 
leads directly to the Alban mountains, twelve 
miles south of the city, and affords most attractive 
views of those regions and the town of Albano and 
other villages. On one pleasant afternoon I char- 
tered a carriage and rode out some seven miles on 
this famous road. The blocks of basalt with which 
the road was originally paved are still in many 
places intact, though, of course, somewhat worn. 
It may be said to begin at the Arch of Constantine, 
between the Palatine and Cælius, and follows a 
direct southerly course. Near the Via de Porta was 
anciently situated the Porta Capina, or Capuan 
Gate, whence the Appian Way issued. . 

The fir-t ruins worthy of notice are the Therma 
of Caracalla. They were begun by Caracalla in 
312, extended by Heliogabaius, and completed by 
Alex. Severus, and were capable of accommodatin 
1,600 bathers at one time. The magnificence of the 
establishment was unparalleled. Numerous statues, 
including the Farnese Bull, Hercules, and Flora at 
Naples, mosaics, etc., have been found there; and 
bare as the walls now are, and notwithstanding the 
destruction of the roof, they still afford a reminis- 
cence of the technical perfection of the structure. 
It was quadrangular in form surrounded by a wall, 
and had its porticoes, ráce-course, etc.; length 720 


feet ; width, 372 feet ; total area of grounds, 1,080: 


feet each way. There was a great number of cham- 
bers in the establishment, which it is difficult to now 
clearly define as to their uses. 

A spacious oblong room is first entered, once sur- 
rounded by columns and containing scanty remains 
of mosaic pavement. Keeping to the left, a large 
saloon is entered, which seems to have been the Cal- 
idarium, or hot air bath, something like our modern 
Turkish baths. By the last pillar on the right is a 
new Ftair, ascending ninety-eight steps to the roof, a 
magnificent view of the Campagna and of ancient 
Rome is obtained, From the Calidarium a second 
peristyle is entered corresponding to the former, and 
also containing remains of mosaic pavement, Next 
is traversed the semicircular Hxedra to the Tepida- 
rium, or warm bath, situated in the center, next to 
the Calidarium. To the left is the Prigidarium, or 
cold bath, a large round space, the vaulting of which 
has fallen in. A stadium, or circus, aleo adjoined 
the establishment. Many ruins of the property are 
scattered over the premises, and many fragments of 


Aarohiteoture and sculpture are preserved, including 
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a head of Marayas, a head of Apollo, and a torso of 
Cupid. Two Christian churches and a monastery in 
the vicinity are probably sufficient to make the old 
bathing place as holy as there is any need for. One 
of the churches is St. Giovanni (the Italian way of 
spelling John) in Oleo, from the legend that St. John 
was thrown into a caldron of boiling oil at this spot, 
but having come out unhurt, was set at liberty. 

In a vineyard nezr by is a columbarium in a good 
State of preservation. thought to date from the 
imperial period. There were tombs capable of con- 
taining a great number of cinerary urns, or the ashes 
of many bodies which had been cremated. They 
were generally constructed by several persons in 
common, or as a matter of speculation, and each 
recess could be purchased or inherited. The names 
of the deceased are inscribed over the niches on the 
marble tablets, on which their mode of acquisition 
of the spot and other remarks were also occasionally 
recorded. Hach niche contained two, or more rarely 
four odlae, or cinerary urns, and was closed bya 
slab. The nature of the decorations depended upon 
the means and taste. of the family. The larger 
building contains six hundred cinerary urns. The 
third, discovered in 1853, consists of three vaulted 
passages, into the niches of which are built wdicule 
and smali sarcophagus-like monuments. The ad- 
joining dark passages were used for the interment 
of slaves. The columbarium, containing interesting 
decorations in stucco and colors, is the so-called 
tomb of the freedmen of Octavia, A stair, partly 
modern, descends to a niche decorated with plaster, 
below which is a cinerary urn with shells: aud 
mosaic. The tomb is vaulted; on the right is an 
apse with painted vine wreaths and victories.- Here 
and along the wall are several adicule, or cinerary 
urns, in the form of temples, with inscriptions and 
figures. The ancient Romans certainly exhibited a 
great degree of good taste in the manner in which 
they preserved the remains of departed friends, 

Near by is the celebrated tomb:of the Scipios, dis- 
covered in 1780, but now containing a model only 
of the ancient sarcophagus of peperine stone which 
Pope Pius VII. caused to be moved to the museum 
of the Vatican. This sarcophagus once contained 
the remains of L. Cornelius Scipio Barbatus, consul 
of Rome, three hundred years before the Christian 
era, the eldest member of family buried here. The 
bones of the hero, which were found in good preser- 
vation, were interred at Padua by Quirini, a Vene- 
tian, in order to withdraw from them the gaze of 
the curious. Here, too, were interred the son of the 


latter consul in 258 B.C., many of the younger 
Scipios, the poet Ennius, and several members of 


other families and freedmen. The tomb was origin- 
ally above the surface of the earth, with a lofty 
threshold. The interior was supported by walls 
hewn in the solid tufa rock. It was probably injured 
or at least altered during the imperial age, when 
freedmen were interred here. 

About one and a quarter miles from the arch of 
Constantine is the Arch of Drusus, a sadly-mutilated 
monument, probably the one that was erected in 
honor of Claudius Drusus Germanicus eight years 
before our era. It is constructed of travertine 
blocks, partly covered with marble, and still pos- 
sesses two marble columns. It terminated in a pedi- 
ment, until Caracalla constructed over it an aque- 
duet to supply his baths with water, the brick 
remains of which seriously mar the effect. 

Near the brook Almo ruins of. tombs are on both 


diameter, on a square pedestal, both of which were! 
originally covered with travertine. The frieze which: 
runs round the building is adorned with wreath of 
flowers and skulls of oxen frem which last the tomb} 
is sometimes called Capo di Bove. On a marble 
tablet is inecribed, Cweiliae Q. Cretici Filiae Metellae 
Crassi, tbat is to the manes of the daughter of 
Metellus Creticus, wife of the triumvir Crassus. 
The interior, now almost entirely filled up, contained 
the tomb-chamber of the deceased. In the thirteenth 
century the Gaétani converted the edifice into the 
tower of astronghold and furnished it with pinnacles, 
To this extensive castle, which subsequently passed 
through various hands, and was destroyed under 
Pope Sixtus V., belong the picturesque ruin of a 
palace adjacent to the tower, and a church, of course, 
opposite. 

As far as this neighborhood extends a lava-stream 
which once descended from the Alban mountains 
yielded paving material for this ancient road. From 
the tomb just alluded to the Via Appia becomes 
more interesting. The ancient pavement is visible 
most of the way ; the road is skirted on both sides 
by eontinuous rows of ruined tombs, and the view 
becomes more extensive at every step. On the left 
is seen the adjacent arehes of the Aqua Marcia and 
the Aqua Claudia. The houses of over two miles 
from the city gate the entrance is attained to the 
excavated part of the Appian Way, flanked from this 
point by a constant succession of tombs. Many of 
these contain interesting ancient reliefs, inscriptions, 
and broken sculptures. The scenery continues to 
be strikingly beautiful. On the left, à mile or more 
from the entrance, is a casale built within the walls 
of au ancient church aud called Sa» Maria Nuovo. 
Beyond it lie the extensive ruins named Roma 
| Vecchia, which appear to have belonged to a spacious 
villa of the Quintilli: several of the chambers were 
employed as baths. 

A large tomb on the left, the site of which is now 
occupied by a small farm, three-fourths of a mile 
from the last named is the Casale Rotondo. It lies 
at the sixth mile stone, and is said to have been 
erected for Messala Corvinus, a statesman and poet 
of considerable reputation under Augustus. I went 
upon this eminence and obtained a commanding 
view of the surrounding country, including the 
mountains and villages to the south. The Casale 
I must say does not present a very neat appearance. 
A ragamuffia of a boy was trying to drive a hog 
from one apartment to another, in the basement of 
the old castle, and I thought the two stood about on 
an equality ; the hog was as clean as the lad, and 
everything around ‘was about as untidy as could 
well be imagined. Iam very sure the present occu 
pants of the premises do not equal the statesman 
and poet for whom they were prepared. 

'The relies of antiquity, from this point, continue 
less frequently. The broken statues and portions of 
earved architectural work are met less often by 
the roadside. The villa of the wise and great Sen- 
eca was on the Appian Way, where Nero caused his 
death, but it is not known with certainty at what 
point it was. He had reached the age of over one 
hundred years, and when Nero ordered his death he 
opened his veins in a warm bath and died very 
easily. Few men have lived who uttered better and 
wiser moral precepts. 

Via Appia Nuovo and Via Latina, which are 
roads that diverge from the Via Appia, have also 
the remains of many tombs, but as I thought I had 


tenth part is furrowed by the plowshare, In May, 
when the malaria begins to prevail, herdsmen and 
cattle retire to the mountains, while the few individ- 
uals who are compelled to remain behind: are ren- 
dered miserable by continual attacks of fever. The 
cause of the change dates from so remote a period 
as the last centuries of the republic, when the inde- 
pendent agricultural population was gradually dis- 
placed by proprietors of large estates and pastures. 
This system, as it always must, inevitably entailed 
the ruin of the country, for a dense population and 
a high degree of culture can alone avert the malaria 
which is produced by defective drainage and the 
evaporation of stagnant water in the undulating and 
furrowed volcanic soil. In the middle ages the evil 
increased. The papal government has been inade- 
quate to revive the agriculture of the great waste. 
lts attempts have been and must be abortive so long 
as such a large body of land is owned by a few per- 
sons and is pastured on a large-scale in preference 
to other tillage. An active revolution ib the present 
aystem, energetically and comprehensively carried 
out, will alone avail to restore the prosperity of the 
land. About one-half of this territory belongs to 
the church or to ecclesiastical corporations, one-third 
to the nobility, and the remaining one-sixth part to 
smail proprietors, These large estates are usually 
let by mercanti di Campagni, or contractors ou a 
large scale, of whom there are not more than forty 
altogether, on leases of three years by the ecclesias- 
tical bodies, and of ¿nine years or more by the lay 
proprietors, These contractors intruat the manage- 
ment of tha land to a fattore, or baliff, who resides 
at the tenuta, or casale, as the farmhouse is called. 
The system of tillage and the farming implements 
employed are of a very imperfect character. From 
the number of stacks of hay I saw in various direc- 
tions I judge a considerable share of the Campagua 
is mown and afterward pastured. I saw but little 
evidence of grain being raised, and vineyards are 
scarce. The soil in some places is undoubtedly poor, 
but the larger share, with proper tillage, is capable 
of producing good crops. 
TIVOLI, 


Before leaving the subject of the ancient ruins of 
this country I must give you a brief account of my 
visit to Tivoli, a town of seven thousand inhabitants 
on the lower part of the Sabine mountains, sixteen 
miles east of the city. One day was spent in this 
excursion, and not a few ruins were overhauled, A 
railroad of a somewhat peculiar character runs from 
the city to Tivoli, and was, I think, constructed 
with less expense for grading than any railroad of 
the same length Iever saw. It runs close by the side 
of the old road of the Roman empire used two 
thousand years ago, ‘I'he earth seems to have been 
leveled sufficiently to lay the track, and no gradin 
was done on account of the uneven surface of the 
ground, and no fence divides the railroad from the 
old road. It isa series of uphills and downhills all 
the ways, the grade often being 200 feet to the 
mile, Rising the heavy grades the engine would 
puff, and “stick in its toecorks” and thus just effect 
the ascent and then go down the other side fast 
enough to make it up. Tivoli mut be 400 feet 
above the plain, and the engine makes that ascent 
within a distance of two miles. But little freight, 
however, is conveyed over this short road; it is prin- 
cipally for passengers, and they in limited numbers, 

The ride out through the Campagna is monoto- 


. sides were other gates, of which the first on the 


pagua. It is a circular structure, sixty-five feet in 


seen quite enough in that line, I did not care to ex- 
tend my trip over them. In fact there was not time 
for it on that arternoon. 


THE CAMPAGNA. 


Let me say here a few words about the Campagna 
of Rome. It is a large, uneven plain, in the center 
of which the city is located, and extends on the 
north to the Ciminian forest, fifteen or twenty miles 
away ; on the east to the Apennine chain of the Sa- 
bine mountains, sixteen miles distant ; on the south 
twelve miles to the volcanic mountains of Alban ; 
and on the west to the sea, which is distant thirty 
miles or more. The mountains make a most inter- 
esting outline or border to this plain, bat it is far 
from being such a productive country in an agricul- 
tural point of view as it ought to be. It was once 
covered by the sea, and owes its origin to powerful 
volcanic agencies ; lava and peperine are of frequent 
occurrence, and the red volcanic tufa is seen every- 
where. A great number of ancient craters are dis- 
tinguished, the most important of which are the 
lakes of the Alban mountains, the lake of Bracciano, 
the lake of Vico in the Ciminian forest, and the crater 
of Baccano. The historical associations connected 
with the plain, however, are of still higher interest 
than its natural features. The narrow strip of land 
which stretches between the Alban mountains and 
the sea isthe Latinum of antiquity, which victori- 
ously asserted its superiority over the Etruscans on 
the north, the Sabines on the east, and the Volscians 
‘on the south, and which subsequently effected the 
union of the Italian peninsula, and finally acquired 
supremacy over the whole world. Once a densely 
peopled land, with numerous prosperous towns, 1t 1s 
now a vast and dreary waste, of which barely one- 


sides. T'urther on are met the baths of Aqua Santa 
and the so-called ruins of Roma Vecchia. Still 
further on and east of the road lies the circus of 
Maxentius, constructed in 311, and now sufficiently 
excavated to show the arrangement of the structure 
which was destined for chariot races. Length, 1,590 
feet; breadth, 258 feet. Facing the Appian Way 
was once an extensive colonnade, and behind it 
a grand entrance, with another opposite to it in the 
semicircle which terminated the building. At the 


right is supposed to be the Porta Libitina, by which 
the dead were carried out. On each side of the 
first-mentioned main entrance were the carceres, or 
barriers. The chariots starting hence had seven 
times to perform the circuit of the course, which 
was formed by the seats of the spectators and the 
spina, a wall erected longitudinally in the center of 
the arena and embellished with statues and obelisks. 
At the end of this wall stood the metae or goals. 
The spina was placed somewhat obliquely for the 
urpose of equalizing the distance as much as possi- 
Pie to those starting in different positions, and for 
the same reasons the carceres are in a curved line. 
The spectators sat on the surrounding tiers of steps, 
on which 18,000 persons could be accommodated. 
Pottery was used in the formation of the seats. 

The ruins of a circular building near the circus 
on the Appian Way are supposed to be those of a 
temple of Romulus, the son of Maxentius, who died 
at an early age, and in whose honor itis also thought 
it may have been constructed. 

In à short distance from this temple the tomb of 
Cecilia Metella is reached, which forms so conspic- 
nous an object in the views of Rome and the Cam- 


nous and dull, little but partially deserted wastes 
being seen on either side. Some twelve miles from 
the city à bathing establishment or water cure of 
ancient popularity—Aquae Abulac—is located and 
which seems to be considerably patronized. B 
the smell I judge the water is very highly charged 
with sulphur. A narrow canal conducts the water 
from three small lakes to the Tiber. In this vicin- 
ity are extensive quarries of lapis Ziburtinus, or 
travertine, which have furnished ancient and modern 
Rome with building material—for the Coliseum 
and St. Peters alike. Just before reaching the 
baths we passed Castel Arciont, au ancient strong- 
hold of robbers. On the left, three or: four miles 
to the north, are three independent hills or moun- 
tains in the form of large mounds, on the barren 
summits of two of which are located monasteries or 
eonvents, 

The range of the Sabine mountains reach an alti- 
tude of 4,200 feet; they are of limestone, and in this 
particular are entirely different from the Alban 
mountains south of the city, which are of volcanic 
formation. The upper portions seem little else than 
solid rock without the growth of trees or much 
other vegetation. The mountains have their name 
from the Sabines, who once made their homeg among 
them. As the mountains are approached the pic- 
turesqueness of the scenery increases ; in climbing 
to the town of Tivoli we passed through thousands 
of acres of olive orchards. The olive tree is much 
the shape of apple trees, branching and spreading 
around in a similar way, but are of slower growth 
and live to be hundreds of years old. The olives 
are now not more than half grown, 

Tivoli is decidedly the oldest looking, quaintest. 
(Continued on page 748.) ? 
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Rational Morality.—Conecluded. 
BY W. 8 BELL. 

These definitions meet with general if not universal ac- 
ceptance among writers on ethics, but society pays no prac- 
tical regard to them in many cases, The enforcement of 
Sunday laws is a violation of individual rights according to 
those definitions, snd so slso are Bible readings in the pub- 
lic schools, and enforcing the legal oath, refusing to enfran- 
chise woman, and the Comstock law. And when the 
individual rights are to be invaded, that object is not boldly 
stated, but the revolutionary measure comes in the name of 
God, of Christ, or of morality. And every law thus estab- 
lished in the interests of religion has been at the expense of 
individual liberty. 

To most minds it seems necessary that there should be 
some definit and fixed standard by which all actions may 
be tested. The multitude must havleaders, This necessity 
originates in man's weakness, ignorance, and helplessness. 
He needs help, and will teke it from the one who givs it to 
him Cheapest. In his delirium of mizery he is led to imag- 
in that he needs to be saved in the next world, while he is 
oblivious to his lost condition in ihis, In fact he courts 
Suffering here that he may hav glory hereafter. M 

When such objections are offered against the delusions 
of superstition the reply is often made, What has Liberal- 
iam to offer in place of Christianity ? What definit stand. 
ard is there in Freethought ? What is the moral balance in 
which human actions may be tested ? We answer that in 
place of religion we would substitute morality, and for a 
criterion of conduct we prefer reason and science to all 
supernatural revelations. Reason is man’s natural guide, 
and until he comes into supernatural conditions, or the 
other world, wherever that may be, he had hetter be gov- 
erened by this natural guide. No benevolent deity will 
make a bird with wings asd then damn it for flying, and 
neither will asy such God form man with a brain and then 
damn him to endless hell for exercising it. "Therefore the 
exercise of reason is man's only true guide. 

Butitis urged that reason is inadequate to redeem the 
race from misery and crime. Reason and morality hav never 
yet been tried upon the race, but religion has, and it has 
failed in every land and in every sge to raise society above 
misery and crime. 

Again it is urged, ‘‘ There are no incentivs in Infidelity to 
lead men to nobler thoughts and better lives.” Let us see, 
What can incite man to a higher life better than truth 
seeking ? Is not the pursuit and love of truth ennobling ? 
Moreover, Freethought is the champion of morality. We 
insist that it is sufficient, and that religion is worse than 
superfluous, itis a delusion. Morality stands upon its own 
basis, and needs no incentive. He who is governed by 
reason is moral, and requires no incentivs to make him 
recognize the right. 

Beauty needs no incentive. When we come into the 
presence of “a thing of beauty,” which “is a joy forever,” 
we do not hang back and say we shall hav to receive some 
incentiv before we can call it beautiful, So it is with the 
moral man ; he needs no bribe of heaven or lash of hell to 
make him see that truth is truth and love is love, We need 
no incentivs to appreciate music. It is a law to itself. We 
hav only to hear delightful music snd immediately we are 
charmed. 

These illustrations serve to show us that the moral nature 
of man needs no incentivs to stir it to activity. The sense 
of pleasure from right action is as keen as that derived from 
beauty or music. The old saying that ‘'virtue ia its own 
reward” is true. But Christianity has always proceeded to 
bribe the worshiper with a reward. Ia the golden rule of 
doing to others as we would wish them to do to us, the 
moral nature is appealed to, but this ruleis not of Christian 
origin, it fell from the lips of the first mother; of two 
children who said to them, “Be good to each other ; let 
each do by the other as he would wish to be done by." 

All through the Christian writings runs this idea of re- 
ward. The promises of God and the lust for remuneration 
are cherished at the expense of man’s moral nature, The 
Sermon on the Mount, which has been looked upon asa 
monument of lofty teaching, is cankered and rusted through 
and through with the selfish incentivs of gaining something 
for doing right, 

"' Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom. 
of heaven. 

* Blessel are they that mourn, for they shall be com- 
forted. 

“ Bleseed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

“Blessed are they which hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness, for they shall be filled. . 

“ Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

** Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see Gcd. 

“ Blessed are the peace-makers, for they shall be called 
the children of God. 

“Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteour. 
mess! sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven, 

* Blessed are ye when men shall revile you and persecute 
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, 
Ófor my sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is 
your reward in heaven," 

The key-note of ali these teaching: is, Do this and that, 
and ‘‘ great will be your reward in hesven.” The motivs of 
right action and the moral nature are not appealed to. The 
fitness of right conduct is not explained or referred to. 

What kind of morality is that which teaches that the 


smallest sin unrepented of will cast you to the lowest hel] 


with those who hav committed the most terrible crimes ? 
t‘ For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
in one point, is guilty of all.” **'The law of God,” says Mr, 


Moody, ‘‘is like a chain. If you break one link all is lost." 
In looking over all the Christian doctrins I am unable to 
discover one which is not unequivocally immoral in its 


tendency. 


The wholo system of theology is “baseless fabric,” rest. acquirements, being possessed and infallible rather than 


ing upon empty faith, and cherished at the expense of the 
moral nature of man. Save thyself, for the next world is a 
delusion which has led millions to court poverty, misery, 
and martyrdom, - 

Another thing to be borne in mind is that the moral 
nature is law to itself, and when interfered with ihe devel. 
opment of man is thwarted. There is a wide difference in 
the musical talents possessed by various persons ; some hav 
a rich inheritance in this direction, and we say of them that 
they hav musical natures. A similar diversity of talents is 
found in those who excel in methematics, painting, and 
poetry, The moral ditpositions may be found equally 
diversified, sometimes in the members even of the same fam- 
ily. And yet, while the consensus would not attempt to 
enforce the observance of the science of music, it would 
nevertheless compel the observance of morality. If any- 
thing, it would be more practicable to make all men equally 
good musicians and composers than to equalize their moral 
natures or Conduct. To do either is quite impossible. 
Moral and musical aptitudes are not manufactured by legis- 
lativ.or judicial decisions, 

The talent for music, painting, poetry, invention, moral- 
ity, needs only adaptable surroundings for its development. 
The cffort to produce talents in these departments, where 
there is no inherited aptitude, is like the force work of the 
hothonge, artificis] Inventor, poet, painter, and artist of 
whatever sort, must be left free. Heaven and earth may be 
zet before him, but he must be at liberty to accept or reject 
and work as-he can. This is the soul of genius, individual 
sovereignty, and morality. 

There is no moral law. Charity is an element of a moral 
nature, and so are truth speaking and truth-seeking, hon- 
esty, etc.; but all these elements hav. never been formulated 
into a moral law any more than ell the sweetest and grand- 
est tunes hav been formulated into a musical law. 

Music has no actual existence until it is individualized 
into tunes. It has potential existence in the possible com- 
bination of sounds; and the arrangement of them into 
actual tunes is the work of a musical mind or nature, Just 
so is it with morality. It has its potential existence in 
human nature, and when man begins to studiously regard 
his own well being and that of his fellow-men, his moral 
nature is at work. His theories about duty are like the 
silent sheet of music, but his good deeds are sweeter strains 


acquired by experience, through which slone man can 
attain to knowledge of any kind, and even then is more or 
_ less fallible, races and individuals, by their structure, hay- 
ing peculiar adaptability to acquire knowledge rapidly, 
When all the sense-nerves belonging to individuals of our 
race are especially sensitiv to impressions emanating from 
objects, then they possess the primal impulaes for the high- 
est attainable knowledge by such delicate means of obser- 
| vation conveyed from objects to subjects. 
These more or less delicate neive-sense impressions are 
: generally more or legs ,divergent, and often in strong con- 
trast with different individuals of the same family or race, 


jas with different animal races and individuals of their 


respectiv kinds. With some snimala far below our race in 
general organization, they possess some one of the sense. 
nerves far more delicately sensitiv, and so more instructiv, 
than our most favored individuals—such as the sense of 
sight with the eagle, as more far-reaching and discriminat. 
ing; with nocturnal animala, as being able to sce in compar- 
ativ darkness; and in insects with microscopic vision, etc., 
all of which far exceed our powers of sight. So in hearing 
with many animals, whose acuteness exceeds ours ; and in 
scent, as with the dog, whose perception in that line we 
caunot emulate. 

Some people hav a great repugnance to the thought that 
minds are materia}, however subtil, considering such to be- 
long to an obnoxious doctrin called materialism; not from 


any investigated reasoner, but simply from a vague horror, 
the results of unreasoning prejudices. We all know that we 
are ss much immersed in the matter of the atmosphere 
every where surrounding us as are the fishes of the sea, and, 
with associate matter, are equslly adapted to our existence 
&nd contributing to our every pleasure, while such excite 
-our admiration for their wondrous adaptability to varied 
useful and esthetic purposes, beauty being prominently asso- 
ciated with use in every department of nature. Aud as our 
bodies partake of the same heautiful arrangements of mat- 
ter, and our minds, of whatever supposed character, are in 
immediate contact and harmony with our comparativ gross 
brain matter, there can be no real derogation in consider- 
ing that our mincs are also material—a high subtility of mat- 
ter as a distinct entity and most important functional force 
in nature. 

Rational persons could not consider it as gross if our 


in the world's heart than ever fell from ZEolian harp. "We|minds are as subtily material as the gases of the atmos- 
must conclude then that morality, like genius, exists nO-|phere. As every thought is connected with our universe 
where outside of the atmosphere of freedom. material surroundings, so they are related to and mechani- 
———— 9 99— — — — — cally associated with such environments All our mental 
P rud 5 ats z , : impressions and expressions are necessarily in connection 
Subtil-Materiality of Mind, and its Individual- | with matter in all its phaser, from its most gross to its most 
ized Development. subtil manifestations in all phenomena of material charac- 
The universe is here considered as composed of intelligent | teristics. Our minds feel an inflait variety of impacts from 
and non-intelligent materials, the former, as mind-matter, the motions of matter through the medium of our sense - 
to be its highest subtilty and most important functional nerves, conveyed by light, sound, touck, or from electric 
energy. Their association is by mechanical action and  emanations; thus mechanically impinging vibratorily upon 
reaction, in a unity of reciprocal accordant motions, which, | UF delicate senses, and thus to the brain and perceptiv mind 
in the expression of au infinit mind-force, givs laws to the attuned to vibrating, accordant motions, from that emanat- 
actions of matter, and thus produces all phenomenal acts of | ing from subtil odor of a rose through all grosser manifesta- 
unintelligent matter for a purpose, as does the finite material | tions of motion to the distant twinkling star. From the life- 
mind, limitedly acting upon its body, for its purposes. ike material expressions of the eye, the soft cadencies of the 
Universal mind-matter is individualized by the attractiv | Voice, or the loving touch, ete., etc., without even consider- 
Character of organisms in proportion to their sensitiv nerve | 12g such as gross associations with mind, and why should 
structures, as oxygen is attracted to animal lungs in propor- | We 20y the more if mind itself should equally partake of 
to their structure, both being foreign to their incipient such subtil characteristics of matter, as adaptable conditions 
organisme, but equally necessary for their completion. Al |in co-relation with all unintelligent and unconscious mater- 
our impressions and expressions are mechanically from and jals of the universe, Grossness is esseutially a vulgar idea 
upon matter. as Connected with matter in its laws of action, as that idea 
Hence it may be scientifically claimed that minds are also | is a reflection upon its disposition by an intelligent creator. 
material and separate entities, only temporarily associated | All its grossness we ourselvs inaugurate by its misconcep- 
with particular organisms, and equally capable of associating | tion and misuse. 
with other organisms elsewhere upon being released fromthe} Material minds are a necessary association with life in 
present ones. Therefore mind, as a material entity, is here their mechanical relations and acts toward other material 
presented as the only explanation of mental characteristics | Minds, as manifested through our organisms, as well as our 
in their known relations to surrounding matter, by recipro- | 8Cts upon and reciprocal impressions from other matter that 
cal mechanical acta, as separate forces, intelligent and non-|i8 not intelligent or conscious. No other philosophy or 
intelligent materials, as the following elucidations will, I| understandable estimate of mind can explain how minds are | 
think, fully confirm. mede cognizant of our exclusiv material surroundings unless 


Those minds which acquire knowledge most readily are | Our minds are also material, and so are mechanically sensitiv 
those which hav associated the most sensitiv impressibility | to the impulses or impacts from other matter, and recipro- 
of the nerves of the five senses, and with memory for com. | Caliy by such mechanical impulses emanating from our 
parison hav the highest powers of discrimination for mental | Minds and passing through our nerves and muscles, can we 
development. enforce the actions of our bodies into all their accomplish- 

The mechanical connection of our material minds with | ments with matter, In short, this rational and necessary 
other matter, through the nerves of the five senses, is thus | doctrin consistently presents the universe as a unity in action 
readily seen to be the exclusiv medium, and so is the foun- | of independent intelligent and nonintelligent materials in 
dation of all finite knowledge of objects, the basis of all | reciprocal accordant motions of effeotiv oscillations, tremors, 
observations of the mind (in its separate entity), to weave | 80d impacts, matter acting upon matter for mental impres- 
its judgment of their import into tangible will-force expres- ; sions and expressions which constitute the sole sources of our 
sions. The extent of our knowledge or acquirements, | Consciousness of existence, the knowledge of our environ 
therefore, depends upon the sensltivness of our nerve struc- | ments, and the mechanical powers of our bodies upon other 
ture to impressions from the motions of other matter and | Matter. This doctrin of the materiality of minds, is, too, 
our perceptiv use of the same. our Only scientific proof of our immortality, as matter and 

All minds are thus dependent for thelr power of develop- | Material forces, like such minds, are alone indestructible. 
ment in the acquirement of knowledge upon the sensitivness | Whereas, supposed spirit minds can only be fanciful exist- 
of their nerve structures. which exclusivly convey the im- | ences, as must be all immateriality, which, as not occupying 
press emanating from the motions of other matter to their |8Pace, cannot be operativ upon anything, as all effects ia 
material minds. Therefore all minds may become intelli- | this universe of minds and unconscious matter must be by 
gent in proportion to the sensitivness of the structure of | the reciprocal associate mechanical acts of the motions of 
their five nerve-senses and their perceptiv use of the same. | Matter only. All other hopes of immortality are simply 

This sensitivness differs with individuals, families, classes, | Chimerical, emotional, a belief without reason, or even tho 
and nationalities, largely hereditarily dependent upon the | shadow of a substance. 
comparativ long line of ancestral cultivation of such sensitiv | In the development of mind the imagination is necessarily 
media. All mental attainments are thus also Comparaliv | very much excited, and so naturally proceeds from object 
with other animal organizations—as with our own—in pro- | impressions to idealistic presentments, and especially lead- 
portion to their structural nerve sensibility, both as com- | ing to superstitious beliefs in spirits or genii, as controling 
pared with individuals and races, as with our own, there | different natural objects, and thus mingles the real with the 
being no such anomaly as instinct with any animal, as|imaginary. There are two closely related subjecta, the re- 
instinct, if it means anything, must be intuitiv knowledge, | ligious and poetic, which especially partake of this dualistic 

which is godlike and so is far above any finite mind! tendency of mind. gAs in all, theistic biographies of God, 
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agsuming that they were written by inspiration, and 80 neces- 
sarily, by dictation, they, therefore, must be autobiogra- 
phies—when it is self-evident that such assumed inspirer, or 
author could not hav given himself such a character as each 
one. of those theisms so anomalously presents. Probably 
those writers were as much inspired, as poets are said to be, 
by their subjects—the sun, the moon, the planets, the stars, 
the oceans, the lakes, the rivere, and waterfalle, the moun- 
tains, the glens, the rocks, the plains, etc.—all being alike, 
inanimate inspiraters; only that the poet has the advantage 
over the heavenly biographers, in that he portrays tangible 
objects, though the poet frequently mingles equally imagin- 
ary beings with his objects. Hence all such particular 
theistic biographies of the intangible controling the universe 
are skin with the poets genii, associated with especial 
objects, and.s0 must be alike relegated to the realm of the 
imagination to rimple fantastic superstitious dreams ; as 
non-realistic to the human mind as therein portrayed. 

All that one mind can know of another is by its acts of 
body and inferences therefrom, of its general character, 
therefore, all that we can know of God is from the book of 
nature (his metephysical body), in its adaptable works, and 
inferences therefrom of his general character, which must 
partake of infinit duration, wisdom, power, and benevolence 
28 the provider—as unintelligent matter cannot, unaided, 
either adapt or provide. Hence a God-mind is a necessary 
co-operating factor throughout cosmos—wiich is the only 
rational realistic conception of nature’s phenomena as origi- 
nating in an intelligent infinit will-force. 

Finally, no other inference, or conclusion than that of an 
intelligent origin of all the phenomena of cosmos can be 
fairly deduced from observations of nature, as co-operation 
of the varied elements, in definit proportions are always 
necessarily provided by its impressed laws of action for 
every compound—intelligence being a necessary associate 
for co-operation. It is, therefore, an axiom that intelligent 
matter, of itself cannot co operate for a purpose ; hence, 
intelligent association and direction of the laws of matter 
becomes the necessary factor for all the coherent co-opera- 
tiv acts of unconscious matter. Therefore atheistic doc- 
trins are wholly inadequate to account for co-operativ acts, 


- in the production of any compound, and much less for the 


wondrous mechanical structures in organic nature—indeed 
all nature is a great mechanism, made up of countless 
machines of the most admirable constructions, and like all 
artificial machines, must hav an intelligent designer and co- 
operativ controler of the laws of matter for their construc- 
tion, co-operation always denoting intelligant association, 
and observations of nature fully confirm such necessary 


_ association as the only clue to its marvelons productions. 


'Thus universal unconscious matter becomes the metaphori- 
cal body of an infinit, intelligent God, for all his expres- 
sions and impressions, like our bodies aud other matter to 
our mind. - i 
These consecutiv and analogous reasonings, on the'asso- 
ciation 8nd mechanical relation of all minds with other 
matter, infallibly lead to the conviction that all minds are 
material and as culminating in the happy conclusion, in the 
scientific basis, that all life is motion and that material 
minds only can hav motion and alone be mechauically im- 
pressed with and expressiv upon other matter; that there is 
auch subtil-material governing intelligence (infinitly above 
man’s) for the production of all phenomena of matter and 
its perpetuity in ever-changing forms, including the immor- 
tality of all minds in other organizations as individual 
material forces and Co-workers in his creations, by which 
we are and will continue to be participants (as with all ani- 
mal life down to microscopic formulists) in the furtherance 
of creativ progress, we here cultivating the adaptable uses 
of matter, and many minute forms of simple life contribut- 
ing to the growth of the vegetable kingdom and building 
many of our islands and long mountain ranges, all life being 
designed for useful and esthetic purposes. 
Conclusions. No one can discover any limit to the 
functions and adaptability of different kinds of matter; and 
ag minds exist in association, so they are the only co-ope- 
rativ factors—infinit and flnite—in the coherent dispositions 
of matter. Thence it may be fairly claimed that the func- 
tions of some matter ia that of volition, mind characteristics, 
and sois the great factor in giving coherent laws for the 
actions of all unintelligent matter, as we giv actions to some 
matter which cannot be otherwise explained. As this doc- 
trin cannot be contravened, and as it comports with every 
known fact of the reciprocal mechanical relations of minds 
with unconscious matter, so it becomes not only the most 
rational conception, but the only doctria that consistently 
describes mind influence upon general as well as particular 
matter. While the adaptability of unconscious matter can 
only be conceived in its association of co-operation with 
intelligent direction for ita coherent acte, by such intelli. 
gent mechanical impacts or impulsiv forces, which are 
necessarily always materia], matter acting only upon mat- 
ter, as we observe in all our mental performances with 
matter. -— : 
Therefore a8 this doctrin of the materislity of all minds 
alone fully comports with all known acts of minds upon 
matter, and, converssly, of matter upon minds, so it is the 
only rational doctrin of the existence of an understandable 
infinit mind as the comprehensiv Great Function and 
Factor controling all intelligent matter into ite coherent 
accomplishments, and of our minds a8 partaking of the 
same functional element of intelligence individualized for 
limited purposes; and ss such minds are material forces, 
they cannot become immaterial. This doctrin alone scien- 
tifically insures our immortality as conserved material forces. 
All other supposed forces, as spirit-minde, being immaterial, 
cannot be conserved, as they only belong to the imaginary 
non-existences; not occupying space, can neither act upon 
anything, nor can anything act upon such nothingness. 
Al that we bav any knowledge or cognizance of or can 


conceive in this universe is matter, its reciprocal relations, 
and its performances; from subtil gas to liquids and solids. 
Hence all known forces, being mechanical in their opera- 
tions, must be material also; and as mind-force acts simi- 
larly through our organisms, materiality of our minds are 
the only philosophical inferences—a sciéntific necessity. 

So the great subtil element of mind pervading the uni- 
verse, in correlation with unconscious matter. Its meta- 
phorical body is the great functional law-giver and cause of 
all co-operativ acts of unintelligent matter, by will force 
impress upon such metaphorical body, and so is the factor 
in the great mechanisms of cosmos, for irfinit intelligent 
purposes, just as our individualized mind elemen', by its 
will force, givs laws to and so controla cur organizations 
and much other unintelligent maiter into their varied 
accomplishments for finite purposes. 

The materiality of minds and their interdependence with 
universal matter, so the metaphorical body for all mental 
expressions and impressions here shown to exist, are proofs 
that in cosmos all is utility in unity of matter, intelligent 
and non-intelligent materials, and so effectually disposes of 
all supernaturalism and Spiritualism (as simple fancied ex- 
istences or powers) in nature to the foolish realms of super- 
stition. Beyond adoration for such great functional energy 
of matter as infinit wisdom, power, and beneficence, to 
excite our intelligent observations and moral progress, we 
must discard from such rations] and practical conceptions 
of nature and nature’s God, all irrelevant bigoted fears and 
chimerical fancies relating to the same, as derogating from 
the practical majesty of cosmos, having no warrant in this 
world’s experiences. Some matter possessing intelligence, 
and so controling all unintelligent matter, givs to such its 
inexorable laws of action to which all must succumb to its 
inflexible purposes, as spasmodic acts can hav no contra- 
dictory part in the general provident order of effects of the 
greatest good to the greatest number. Man, though biased 
by heredity, being free to act, so forms his own character, 
and thus molds his own destiny and conscious innocence 
or guilt in this world, there being a providence in cosmos, 
but not in microcosm, in individual care of man. 


CHARLES E, TOWNSEND. 
Locust Valley, N. Y. 


Sexual Intemperance.—No. 10. 
A WORD TO THE DOUBTING AND FEARING. 


Iam sorry. any one thinks the great and important sub- 
ject of sexual intemperance is one that should not be 
discussed in our public papers, or that avy think it injures 
the cause of Liberalism. No one can love our papers, and 
especially our beloved TRUTH BERKER, more than I do, 
nor is there any one who would feel a greater repugnarce 
to doing or saying aught to its real injury ; but while my 
sole aim is to do good and to help the paper both at the 
same time, yet I confes: I hesitated long ere I ventured to 
take the stand [ hav for sexual purity. Born and educated 
a Quaker, and for twenty-seven years a member of a society 
composed almost wholly of these pure, modest, temperate, 
and refined people, it may well be said that it was a 
great departure from early impressions to thus come out 
from them all and talk of the awfully tabooed subject of 
Bex, “As the twig is bent the tree’s inclined,” and few of 
us are straight enough to fully overcome old prejudices and 
bents. Iam just as warm an admirer of modesty, purity, 
and true refinement as I was in my old Quaker days, but 1 
hav learned that impurity is not so rare a vice as I then 
deemed it. The vell has been lifted, and the horrible coun- 
tenance of the Mokanna of lust has been revealed in all its 
deformity, and I must speak. For ten years I hav smoth- 
ered my convictions and kept back the utterances that cried 
for voicings, for I felt the world was not yet ready for 
them, and algo realized that I was not standing on solid 
ground. But when I began to read the Alpha, and the 
truth dawned upon me that the sexual nature was solely 
for purposes of procreation, I saw that I had a foundation 
whereon to build, and as light came to me so also came the 
impulse to share it with others, Mr. Bennett agreeing with 
me that the time had come for giving the great masses of 
the world an insight into the real laws of physiological sex- 
ual conditions, needs, and requirements, I commenced— 
with some inward trepidation, I must coafess—the present 
series of articles on sexual intemperance. It is truly won- 
derful, the encouragement I hav received from all over the 
land. Where one has condemned, hundreds hav commend- 
ed and encoursged. A few hav taken exception to now and 
then a position or a sentiment, but still approved on the 
whole. I see in TuE TRUTH BERKER of Oct. 9th that 
friend Foote thinks 1 hav made some ‘‘ mistakes,” and 
probably I hav, as Lam far from faultless or from being 
well posted on all sides of any subject. I simply giv my 
views and those of others as I know them. Now, though 
figures never lie, the observations of those who make the 
figures may be at fault. If only one out of 216 cases of ob. 
stetric practice, instead of one in 28 is fatal, it is still a 
great mortality, considering the enormous number of births 
Continually taking place, and one, I believe, greatly due to 
sexual intemperance—to demands made upon the wife dur. 
ing pregnancy. Of course there are other unhygienic influ- 
ences that also bear heavily upon the child-bearing woman, 
sll of which should be properly and plainiy set before the 
world—tight lacing, heavy skirts weighing upon the hips, 
etc, etc, In proper hygienic conditions (a healthy mother 
living a true life) there would be little if any pain, suffering, 
or danger in parturition. 

And I think, judging from personal observation, that I 
am not much mistaken as to the fact that celibacy is condu- 
cive to long life, present statistics to the contrary notwith- 
standing. Ido not mean the celibacy of nuns, shakers, or 
monks, or of prostitutes and their paramours, but in a soci- 


ety where hygiene, health, and happiness reign and rule; a 


society where cordial, free, loving relations exist between 
the sexes; where the real msgnetism of contact, of affection, 
of sympathy, and all the little tender, gentle amenities of 
true friendship exist; each for each, and where all are edu- 
cated on the higher plane. 

But I do not think a celibate life the happiest or the most 
natural. A true marriage of one man and one woman, and 
a child or two to gladden and brighten the home, is best of 
all. But purity, continence, and the other virtues must 
there abide or all is lost that is most valuable and precious. 
We can well sfford to lose a little for the sake of our chil- 
dren; to giv of ourgelvs, of our vital force, for the benefit 
of posterity, but we cannot afford to waste and throw away 
vitality for a mere momentary enjoyment that has no higher 
end in view. As I hav before said, all plants and trees that 
fruit lose strength and vigor by so doing. All flowers that 
seed are brief in their seasons of flowering. Clip the seed- 
pods, and they continue in their efforts to produce more. 
Take off one-half the overplua, and the tree flourishes, and 
the fruit that's left is far finer. 

Ovid says truly, 

“ Frequent births too soon will youth impair; 


Continual harvest wears the fruitful feid, 
And earth itself decays too often tilled.” 


Snowville, Va. ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER. 


Incendiary Publications. 


To THE Eprron or Tug TRUTH SEEEKESB, Sir: In July, 
1885, a public meeting was held at Charleston, South Caro- 
lins, for the purpose of taking action in regard to a number 
of Abolition newspapers, said to hav been received at the 
post-ofüce through the United States mail from the North 
on the 29th inst. The postmaster had written to the post- 
master-general, Amos Kendall, and asked to be authorized 
to arrest the circulation of ‘incendiary matter,” and bad 
stated publicly that he would retain the newspapers until he 
would receive instruction from Washington. Notwith- 
standing this, the meeting parsed a resolution that the mails 
should at once be searched and the mail matter complained 
of taken therefrom and burned; and this was accordingly 
done, the postmaster making ao objection. In a day or two 
the postmaster-general replied as follows to the postmaster’s 
letter: 

“Iam satisfied that I hav no legal authority to exclude 
newspapers from the mall, nor to prohibit their carriage or 
delivery on account of their character or tendency, real or 
supposed. Yet by no act of mine, officia] or private, could 
I be isduced to aid, knowingly, in giving circulation to 
papers of this description, directly or indirectly. We owe 
an obligation to the laws, but a higher one to the communi- 
ties in which we liv; and if the former be permitted to de- 
stroy the latter it is patriotism to disregard them. Eater- 
taining these views, L cannot sanction, and will not con- 
demn, the step you hav taken. Your justification must be 
looked for in the character of the papers detained and the 
circumstances by which you are surrounded," 


At the next meeting of Congresr, President Jackson 
recommended that a law should ba pat:ed forbidding the 
circulation of incendiary matter through the mailr, and this 
portion of his message was referred to a select committee of 
the Senate. The chairman, John C. Calhoun, reported ag 
follows on February 4, 1836: 


“ Nothing is more clear than that the edmission of the 
right of Congress to determin what pspers are incendiary, 
and, as such, to prohibit their circulation through the mail 
necessarily involves the right to determin what are not 
incendiary and enforce their Circulation. If Congress may 
this year decide what incendiary publications are, they may, 
next year, decide what they are not, and thus laden their 
mails with real or covert Abolitionism. lt belongs to the 
states, and not to Congresa, to determin what is or is not 
calculated to disturb their security.” 

He also stated that it would be a violation of the Consti- 
tution for Congress to pass such a law; and it was never 
brought before the Senate in the manner proposed by Jack. 
son. It was reserved for a Congress of a Jater day to pass a 
law forbidding the circulation, not of abolition documenta, 
for that term of opprobrium was out of date, but of 
‘‘obscene’’ literature, with the understanding that this 
word should include everythisg of a literary nature objec- 
tionable to the orthodox churches. 

The Constitution givs the general government no right 
whatever to infringe upon the liberties of the people of the 
several states; and of all rights dear to an enlightened 
American there is none more sacred than that of publishing 
his opinions freely and rending them fearlessly through an 
unviolated mail. And if we submit tamely to a censorship 
of the mails, established by Congress under the auspices of 
Comstock & Co., we as certainly deserve to lose our liberty 
as we are Certain to lose it. Would it not be well to circu- 
late a petition for the repeal of the blue law, to be pre- 
sented to Congress next month? HESPEBIA. 

e 

LcckmB A PRE Aanortic —1 own freely to you the weak- 
ness of my understanding, that though it be unquestionable 
that there is omnipotence and omniscience in God, our 
maker and I cannot hav a clearer perception of anything 
than that I am free; yet I cannot make freeiom in man con- 
sistent with omnipotence and omnipresence in God, though 
I am as fully perauaded of both as of any trutna I most 
firmly assert to, and therefore I hay long since given up the 
consideration of that question, resolving all into this consid- 
eration, that if it be possible for God to mike a free agent, 
then man is free, though I gee not the way of it.—Locke's 


u Familiar Letters.” 
———— $9 — — ——— 


« Joun’s Way" received. I cannot say too much in its 
favor. A well-written story is the best way to reach the 
understanding of those who cannot be made to read other 
Liberal books. W. Ryne, M.D. 


 Joun’s Way” is good 'and true. I like it very much. 
: Mns. SHERMAN, 
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(Continued from page 745.) 

and most unattractive of any town of its size I have 
seen. Its streets are narrow, crooked, and run in all 
directions, and the buildings look extremely anti- 
quated. The people also compare very well with 
the town; they are dark and swarthy, and seem to 
belong to a different race from the inhabitants of 
Rome. i 

The town literally stands on “a massive pile of 
rocks, and taken altogether is;one of the most pic- 
turesque of places. The river Anio, which descends 
from the mountains, leaps down the rocks in six or 
eight places making the most delightful cascades and 
waterfalls in the world. The Tibur of antiquity, 
existed, according to tradition, as a colony of the 
Siculi long before the foundation of Rome. Nearly 
four hundred years before the Christian era Camil- 
lus subjugated Tibur along with Przneste, after 
which itformed a league with the Latin towns allied 
with Rome. Hercules and Vesta were especially re- 
vered at Tibur. Many of the Roman nobles, includ- 
ing Mæcenas, aud the Emperor Augustus himself 
founded beautiful villas there. Under Hadrian the 
place attained its climax ; and in the middle ages it 
participated in the fate of Rome. In 1460 Pius II. 
founded the citidel on the ruins of the amphitheater. 

The finest relics of the town, and the first to be 
visited, are two ancient pagan temples, one of Vesta 
or Hercules, and the other called the Temple of the 
Sibyl. The first is a circular edifice surrounded by 
a colonnade of Corinthian columns, ten of which 
still remain. It is close by the brink of the preci- 
pice, and but a short distance from two of the beau- 
tiful waterfalls, a fine view of which is enjoyed 
from the temple itself. In the middle ages it was 
used as a church. The door and windows contract 
at the top. Close by the side of this stands the 
other temple, which is oblong in form with square 
corners. Jt has four Ionic columns in front, and is 
now the church of St. George. The Sibyl, or Tibur- 
tus, as the case may be, is crowded out, and St. 
George let in. So the religions of the world have 
succeeded one another. 

In 1826 a serious inundation raised the mountain 
stream so high that about half the town was washed 
away, and to avert a similar calamity a new outlet 
for the river was cut through the solid rock for a 
distance of a thousand feet, or. rather two aper- 
tures side by side, and in 1834 three-fourths of the 
water. of the river followed the artificial channel 
and the other third went the old way; the result is 
a new and splendid waterfall of 330 feet, some two 
or three hundred feet above the old one, and which 
makes a most grand display as it leaps down the 
rocks, turning as white as milk in the rugged 
descent. A beautiful rainbow was created in conse- 
quence of the thick mist raised by the dashing of 
the waters. { walked around for a mile or more by 
the curve of the road, directly opposite this larger 
fall, where a splendid view of the fall is obtained. 
By continuing the walk further down, six different 
waterfalls are seen at the same time, one above the 
town and five below. <A portion of the water is 
used for turning machinery, though not the one- 
hundredth part is made available. 

To visit the caverns under the rocks where the 
whole river used to pour down, a guide was deemed 
necessary. We descended down, down, in the nar- 
row cave in the rocks where a part of the river still 
empties itself in a fall of nearly three hundred feet. 
Two or three streams are falling, and the roar of the 
falls with the spray and the wildness of the sur- 
roundings produce a striking effect. Away down 
where the fall dashes in the basin below, closed in 
ag it is on all sides, is the Grotto of the Sirens. It 
is huge, with wildness and grandeur, but hardly 
equals another grotto reached by passing through a 
tunnel. Ascending and descending the rocky stairs, 
we reached what is called Neptune’s Grotto. It isa 
cave of the grandest character, with rocks overhead, 
rocks on every side, which look open or porous, as 
though the water had coursed through them for 
thousands of years. The noise of the waterfall is 
almost deafening. I have been behind Niagara Falls 
(on the American side); it is, of course, a much 
larger body of water, the roaring is still louder, 
and it is perhaps wilder, but here in this Grot- 
to of Neptune is something peculiarly grand, wild, 
and at the same time pleasing. I was filled with 
awe, and the sentiments of sublimity. In a feel- 
ing of veneration, I took off my hat, and said: 
“O Neptune, if you really reside here, I now 
make my most reverential bow to you, and pro- 
nounce you a great old fellow, But as you are not 
here, Nature is, and to Nature I pay my devoutest 
adoration.” The day was warm and sunny, but 
away down there it wascool and refreshing. There 
the raysof the sun never reach, I felt a sort of wor- 
shipfal feeling in consequence of the grandness and 
wildness of the surroundings. The excellent paths 
and passages around and among the rocks and 
waterfalls were constructed by order of the French 
General Mollis, who deserves thanks for the pleasure 
he has thereby afforded to thousands of his fellow- 
beings. There are numerous points where grand 
and beautiful views are obtained, but it is not neces- 
sary to dwell upon them, Those of you who make 


‘will say farewell, 


a visit to Rome must not fail to go out to Tivoli 
and view its picturesque ecenery for yourselves, At 
one place an ancient wall is seen, supposed to have 
belonged to the Villa of Vopiscus. The Villa of 
Horace is also pointed out, though it is asserted 
that Horace never resided there. The Villa oy 
Meccenas, with its ruins, is also pointed out. 
VILLA HADRIAN, 

When the beauties of Tivoli were sufficiently 
enjoyed we walked a mile or more down the hill to 
the celebrated Villa of Hadrian, which is located 
where the plain and mountain join. It was once a 
place of great magnificence, covering an area of 
some two square miles, but is little now but heaps 
of ruins, The magnificent grounds were unsur- 
passed in the Roman empire, and contained palaces, 
theaters, a circus, academies, etc., where the Em- 
peror Hadrian was wont to enjoy himself and rest 
from the arduous labors of government. He pro- 
posed, also, to erect here plans and models of all 
the celebrated buildings and districts which he had 
visited, particularly those of Egypt and Greece. 
These costly structures which he erected stood till 
the sixth century, when they were destroyed by the 
Goths under Totila. Innumerable works of ancient 
art, extricated from these ruins, now adorn churches 
and museums; and there still exist extensive re- 
mains of the buildings themselves, to which various 
names are applied. The Palace of Hadrian, the 
oldest edifice, appears to have stood on the highest 
ground, at the back of the hippodrome and acad- 
emy. A theater with adjacent halls and saloons 
belonged to it. The Zhermae were reached hence 
by the Canopus, a building fitted up in the Egyp- 
lian style, containing a number of Egyptian 
statues, etc., which are now in the Vatican. To 
the east flows the river Alpheus. A large 
space above the canopies is named the Hip- 
podrome, or race course, which, however, shows 
traces of aqueducts. To the north of the palace 
are stretched ;the Elysium and. "Tartarus, the 
heaven and the hell of the pagans. A subterranean 
passage leads east to the River Peneus, and beyond 
it to the Vale of Tempe. On the west are extensive 
ruins, supposed to be the Prytaneum, adjoining 
which are the Scuola, a circular edifice with niches 
for statues, the Stoa Pecile, a stadium with a colon- 
nade, and other remains. There are also two other 
theaters and many other ruins. The walls of these 
old buildings are massive, some of them more than 
six fect in thickness, and in places thirty or forty 
feet high. The floors of the palaces are yet in sev- 
eral instances quite good, and the skill of the mosaic 
pavements of the floors is very perceptible. The 
stuccoes on the walls and’ some of the frescoes are 
still to be seen. Although the valuable sculptures 
have been removed, there still remains on the 
ground much ancient carved marble in the form 
of ornamentation, pillars, capitals, etc. Hadrian 
must have spent an immense sum of money on his 
lovely villa. ; 

We walked a mile to the railroad station, where 
we had to wait till nearly 8 P.x. for the train to take 
us back to the city. While thus waiting I saw not 
less than a score of carts laden heavily with casks of 
must, or the fresh juice of grapes, being conveyed to 
the place where it is to undergo fermentation. The 
carriage on these mountain sides is done by donkeys. 
It is not at all uncommon to see loads packed -on 
each side of them much larger than themselves. 
One donkey-load attracted my attention particularly; 
besides a lot of freight onthe top of the pack saddle, 
mostly in sacks, was a small load of lumber, consist- 
ing of boards fourteen feet long and some fifteen 
inehes wide, and six or eight in number. One would 
hardly think such freight could be easily loaded on 
a donkey but little larger than a Newfoundland dog, 
but the boards were lashed to the pack-saddle and 
pointed over the animal's head, a part on each side. 
He trudged along with his mixed freight of lumber 
aud sundries with as much dignity as though he 
thought the existence of the world depended upon 
his good behavior. 

I reached my quarters at a little past nine.and 
found the Corso brilliantly illuminated in memory 
of this day ten years ago, when Rome deeided to 
join her interests with united Italy. 

1 will remark that a part of the water which fur- 
nishes the city of Rome, of which the supply seems 
most ample, is from the Sabine Mountains, fifty-six 
miles distant. It was originally constructed by 
Praetor Q. Martius Rex in 146 s.c., and was restored 
in 1869. It is called the Aqua Marcia. It is con- 
sidered the purest in Rome. Over it, where it enters 
the city, flows the Aqua Claudia, erected in the year 
50 by the Emperor Claudius, extending from the 


vicinity of Subiaco, a distance of fifty-eight and a half |. 


miles, The Aqua Felice, completed by Sixtus V. in 
1585, and afterward frequently restored, begins at 
the base of the Alban Mountains, near Colonna, 
twenty-one miles distant (two-thirds subterraneous). 

Thus, my friends, I think I have told you enough 
about the ruins of ancient Rome and vicinity. Of 
course J have not repeated half there is to be said, 
but I am quite sure you will excuse me if I tell no 
more. Wishing you to hold me in remembrance, I 


D. M, B. 


than one direction. 
unreasonable in the advocacy of temperance, 
ance With regard to any article means its use in moderation, ^ 


out injury or the production of intoxication. 
months' intercourse with those people we did not see a sin- 


effecta arising from it. 


Letters from friends, 


QUESTION FOR LIBERALS. 


MARTINDALE, N. Y , Nov. 10 1850. 

To THE EDITOR of Tug TRUTH BEEKEB, Gir: What if 

the commandment of the Lord's Host, the inspired Joshua, 

like Bir Isaac Newion, had recorded: '''This calculus ig 

founded on the hypothesis of the earth standiog still,” 

Would Joshus command your respect for scholarship like ag 
the unblemished Newton does? Yours, 

Rav. W. Isaacs Loomis, 


Erarm, Iun., Nov. 8, 1880. 
MR. EDITOR : It affords me great pleasure to announce 
the fact that Mrs, H. S. Lake, that noble, intellectual, log- 
ical, and ever-industrious advocate of Freethought, now 
a resident of Chicago, Ill, was the last but not the least 
who bighly delighted a goodly sized audience in Mendels- 
sohn Hall, Sunday afternoon, Nov, 7ib, in our usually quiet 
lite burg, selecting for her sermon the subject entitled, 
‘Infidel Integrity vs. Christian Creed." She. soon had 
them tested on the scale of reason, and in a very explicit 
snd satisfactory manner readily proved to the surprise of 
some that the latter was sadly in wanting Her evening 
discourse was ‘‘ Thomas Paine," and it proved to be a very 
fitting tribute to the;immortal statesman and patriot, and 
aroused considerable enthusiasm among her very attentiv 

and intelligent audience, Reepectfully, METCALF, 


EDITOR or Tau TRUTH SEEKER: One G. Gray. fired with 
righteous indignation at my rebuke of D M. Bennett for 
wine-drinking, magnanimously donates ‘twenty-five cents 
that the said D. M. Bennett may solace himself with an 
extra glass. 

Friend Gray argues as a reason why wine should be drank 
in the old country is its cheapness (only twenty-five cents a 
glase)—cheaper, he tells us, than tea or coffee. I know of 
several people on this side of the Atlantic who consider 
water a very Cheap and wholesome beverage; but I should 
infer from friend Grey's letter that they don’t hav any water 
over there, and so are obliged to drink wine or go thirsty, 

To clinch his argument, friend Gray points to the Bible 
and says that “‘wine-drinking is encouraged all through the 
book." This may or may not be so. As I hav not read its 
pages since the days of childhood, I am unable to say; but 
| know that a great many bad things are encouraged in it, 
and for that reason I hav given it a wide berth for many 
years. One verse I remember, ‘* Wine is a mccker, strong 
drink is raging,” but do not remember in what part of the 
book it may be found. : 

As to the foolish advice of one Paul to a young man who 
was so far ahead of his age that he refused to take wine 
even as a medicin, [ will say that I think the poor old 
saint ought to be excused for the reagon that in aj] probabil- 
ity he never read a book upon hygiene in all his life, James 
Parton's admirable essay, **Will the Coming Man Drink 
Wine?" had not been written at that time. If it had, and 
Paul had read it, he never would hav furnished an argu- 
ment to all the pious wine-bibbers from his dsy till ours. 

As to D. M. Bennett’s drinking my healtb, if I could hav 
his ear, I would ssy to him, ** Don't do it; too much drink- 
ing other people's health may impair your own.” Besides, 
it is no uncommon thing for old and wise men, when their 
heads are confused by the fumes of wine, to commit grave 
offenses against morality and decency. Therefore, I say 
unto you again, Don't do it. C. L, MoRGaN., 


A Few REMARKS. —Intemperance is evinced in more 
A person may even be intemperate and 
True temper- 


There is probably quite as much intemperance in eating as 


in drinking, but still it would hardly seem reasonable to de- 


mand that for this reason we phould never taste of beef 
steak or plum pudding. There are those who insist that 
animal food, including butter and cheese, should never be 


eaten.” Oihers cry out against tea and coffce and tell us we 
should never drink them. These are extremists and are in- 
temperate in their advocacy of temperance and abstinence. 


In our belief a person may use in moderation roast beef, 


corned beef, mutton, fowls, butter, cheese, fruits, tea, cof- 


fee, and even an occasional glass of wine, without being 


guilty of intemperance, without committing a crime, or do- 
ing anything to shorten life. 
in geveral continental countries that wine is used by nearly 


While in Europe we noticed 


all classes of the populace, and, so far as we could 8ee, with- 
Ia our two 


gle case of intoxication from the use of wine, or oiher evil 
Among the rights and privileges of 
buman beings is tbat of obtaining from existence all the 
happiness possible, and this includes a reasonable and mod- 
erate use of food and drinks. If the juice of the grape 


proves a comfort to the sons and daughters of humanity, it 
is difficult to see why they are not entitled to it as much as 


to the grapes in their natural state. An immoderate use of 
wines of course is an evil, and so is an immoderate use of 
beef, bread, potatoes, ccffee, buttermilk, and even cold 
water. Many a man has lost his life by the intemperate use 
of cold water. Still it would be very unreasonable for ex- 
tremists to insist that cold water should never be drank. 
We would be glad to assure our friend that he or she need 
entertain no fears of our making an intemperate use of wine 
or other fermented or distilled liquors. We very seldom 
teste of them, but we think we hav sufficient control of our- 
selvs to taste a glass of wine without endangering our present 
or future happiness or welfare.—Ep. T. 8. 


Escanasa, Mron., Nov, 5, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find three 
dollars which I believe pays for THE TRUTH SEEKER until 
tbe first of January, Continue to send jt and I will try and 
not keep you waiting so long after this for your money. I 
can't think of doing without the paper. Thank kind for- 
tune that we hav one paper where one can giv public ex: 
pression to our opinions, even though it may be in opposi- 
tion to Christianity, for it is quite time that this stumbling- 
block in the way of human progress and enlightenment 
were removed, for there can be but little done in the way of 
improving the condition of the laboring classes of people 


The Grut Seeker, November 20, 1880. 
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until it ia. Church aid state go hand in hand with the cap- 
italist in robbing the loboring man of his share of the profits 
of labor.. The church encourages vice by holding out the 
promis of forgivness, and yet every minister and priest well 
knows that there is no escaping the effects of vice. And 
yet the laboring man, although needing every dollar of his 
wages to procure even the commonest necessaries of life, 
Cannot think of enjoying the comforts of life, as we con- 
Ceive of comfort, nowadays, will spend his time and money 
frequenting saloons, and there doing what he knows is in- 
TOR his health and his mind, for he robs himself of need- 
ul rest, 

Why wil nct the morally disposed part of the people 
frown down the social habit of drinking liquor as a bever- 
age and find some way of social erjoymen: that does not 
make the use of liquor a necessary part? Now that we hav 
80 much to read and talk about, it does seem as though this 
old habit might be got rid of, and perhaps it will, but it 
seems 80 foolish to me that I hav hard work to wait, and 
can’t help but manifest some impatience that the better in- 
formed and well-to-do class of the people are not willing to 
be the first to move in this grand reform. If it is ever ac- 
complished it must be done by this class of people. The 
laboring man can't be expected to be the first to move in 
this matter, They through their poverty are cut off from 
many social advantages that should help take the place of 
this old custom of drinking liquor. A. C. DARLING. 


Sr. CATHARINES, Ont, CAN., Nov. 2; 1880. 

To THE EDITOR oF TuE TRUTH SEEKER, Sór: Will you 
hav the goodness to define the sentence, * Base ingratitude;" 
for instance, if & son-in-law in connection with his wife, 
after accepting without murmur some ten or twelve thou. 
sand dollars of his father-in-luw’s accumulations, at his 
death should burn or be instrumental in burning said father- 
in-law’s books, such as D'Holbach's “System of Nature," 
ete., because, forsooth, they did not coincide with his pu- 
eril notions of religion, might not that be termed base in- 
gratitude, or does it deserve a stronger expression? Iam 
aware of a circumstance of that kind, and when it was first 
made kaown to me I did think it deserved some strong 
expression by way of condemnation. Said father-in-law 
lived a good moral life worthy of example up to a good old 
age, and then, after bequeathing to the daughter and son- 
in-law the above-mentioned amount, which he is not 
capable of accumulating, to be treated in that manner, I 
think ia mean, low, contemptible, yea, to repeat, base in- 
gratstude. 

Having been intimately acquainted with this gentleman 
for à score or more of years, put me in possession of his life 
history, which is in port that he was remarkably prone to 
reading, and had therefore read most of the leading promi- 


nent authors on history, science, literature, and religion, and. 


bad (as he expressed it) been silly enough at one time to 
preach Methodism to the people tor a term of years. The 
final result, in 80 far as religion was concerned, was that he 
ended his life career on this earth holding in embrace what 
is now termed Liberal views, to which his family (the son 
in-law more especially) much objected to, and would fain 
make the people believe after his death that he recanted, but 
the evidence against it was too overwhelming. . 

Howbeit, there is a mighty revolution pending which will 
in time blot all orihodox nonsense out of existence. D, M. 
Bennett’s Eurcpean letters are very interesting. Iam sorry 
R. G. Ingersoll stepped out of the 
sun will continue to shine. 

Inclosed with thia please find $2.00 on subscription. 

: Thine as ever, C. B. THompson. 


RgPLY.—''Bage ingratitude” is indeed a mild term for 
the conduct alluded to; a much harsher term would hardly 
be out of place. It was more than ingratitude ; it was 
villainy.—Ep. T. 8. 


New Haven, Nov. 15, 1880 
D. M. BENNETT,” Dear Si: I am glad to see you home 
again. Hope you had a good time. ‘hank you for your 
interesting letters, I assure you they hav been pleasurable 
reading. : i J. H. BARLOW. 


DETROIT, Mica., Nov. 7, 1880. 

To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In your 
issue of Oct. 16ih, under the head of ‘‘ Gems of Thought,” 
there is a communication or & quotation from Elmina D. 
Blenker, on £Unshine, stating that the energy of : ffinity like 
that of gravity is nothing but transmuted sunshine. That 
the sun's heat is really the source of sll energy as well as all 
ligat, and sll energy is ultimately converted into heat, and 
that heat will develop electricity, and that light produced by 
electric instruments and combustion of metallic substances 
is hoarded sunshine. ‘That light is propagated by means of 
the ether, and light waves thus pass through space, and the 
number of the wavesin a second seems to determin the 
Colors of the objects we see; that red has the least number 
of waver, and has orly four hundred and fifty millions of 
millions of waves in a second of time, and that violet has 
the moat and requires only seven hundred and twenty-seven 
millions of millions of those little waves to produce that 
beautiful color, and all these waves are produced by sun- 
light if we go to their rea] primary origin. 

Now, Mis. Slenker ssys she does not profess to be a 
chemist nor a philosopher, and I am not going to undertake 
to disprove any of Ler statements in regard to the light of 
the eun or how Jight originates or anything of that kind, 
but wonld just Jike to know how Mrs. Slenker or any other 
material being in this universe ever managed to count that 
number of waves in one second of time, admitting that 
those light waves could by any possibility be identified by 
any or all of our senses combined. 1 cannot count twenly 
in a second and do my best. And then how are we to 
account for the different colors in a busch of flowers, on 
the green leaves, and red or purple or violet flowers side by 
side or overlapping each other, in the same Cluster. I should 
naturally suppose the waves would strike them all alike, 
and then the colors would all be alike. 

It looks to me like a good deal of the nonsense that now: 
adsys passes for truth with those who never atop to think 
of the utter absurdity or truthfulness of any proposition 
that some quack philosopher may impose upon mankind. 

it those waves could be Counted by the millions in a 
second of time it would be no more unreasonable to sup- 
pose that the Biz» of them could be given as well as the 
numbers, and that we might be informed whether they are 
all of the same s/ze or vary like the waves of the ocean, 
every third wave larger. . PRERA 

ju Will please pardon my inguislti R : 
ni F J Yoan truiy, JAMES HALE. 


REPLY —Of course no person can caynt the vibrations 
produced by the different colors, It is only done by the 
most delicate mathematical instrumenta which selegtisté 


traces, but I presume the | i 
^ 1 Iam in favor of the South not casting a vote for president 


hav invented, but with which we are not familiar enough | 
to dercribe, That different colors produce different veloci- | 
ties of vibrations is true, and that they can he computed is 
also true, —Ep. T. 8. 


| 


RocnzsTER, Mren., Nov. 8. 1889. | 
EDITOR TRUTH SEEXKxR, Dear Sir: Please find three dol- 


for kindness in waiting. i 
As between the National Liberal League and the late 
seceders my sympatiries are with the former, decidedly. ` 
The contumely and odium that the seceding minority would 
attach to tse opponents of the Comstock law are no worse 
than was heaped upon the Garrison Abalitionists of thirty 
years ago on account of their Infidelity, as I happen to well, 
remember. i 

In the light of the past it is not worth while to tremble: 
Overmuch. The truth will doubtless finally prevail, though 
it may take all summer. : 

In your paper of November 6:b, George W. Morehouse's 
article on * The Field of Liberalism” suited me immensely. 
It was an inspiration. 

Hoping for the success of your paper, tho return of Mr. 
Bennett as a rejuvenated war-horse and ready for the battle | 
10 come, and a God's blessing upon the present, editor, 
Leland the bold, and a number of other fellow.friends, I 
£ubscribe myself Yours most sincerely, 

C. H. GREEN. 


Lecust VarnLEY, N. Y., Nov. 14, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: To my surprise, in the last 
issue of Taz TKUTH SEEEkER, I was pleased to see that you 
announced yourself as arrived at your office again, invig- 
orated and prepared by foreign observations for more use- 
ful home work. 

Your letters from Europe hav been very interesting and 
inatructiv, as faithfully portraying their subj-cts, and 
pleasantly and pungently varied by your useful attacks on 
Christian dogmas and their crazy superstitions, so glaringly 
portrayed in their cathedral strongholds, I hav read those 
letters to a Company of emancipated and so of interested, 
cultivated, and approving listeners of both sexes. 

Yours most truly, Cuas. E, TOWNSEND. 
JUDSON, ARE , O»t. 22, 1880. 

D. M BENNETT, Dear Sir: I like TEE TRUTH SEEKER 
best of all the papers published, because in it all can hava 
hearing. It does not play the choke-cff game, and so I wish 
to say through its columns a few Words to some of our 


Northern friends who seem to be so very unfriendly toward 
rebels, | 

I was in the rebel army, and there is but one thing I 
feel more ashamed of, and that is having once belonged to 
Garfield’s church. Most of us see our mistake after it is 
over. "Tis human to err. But are they never going to for- 
giv us, or hav we committed the unpardonable sin? 

I believe, friends, you are extreme!y prejudiced against 
us. Are you not aware that dangers from other directions 
threaten us? Ithink so. I fear that the moneyed sharks 
hav the schemes laid which are to undermine our free in- 
stitutions. If Iam wrong in my Opinion, why all this cry 
by them fora strong man and a strong government? Be 


] careful; you might do something, as we rebels did, to regret 


in after years. You may warm a serpent that may bite you. 


for several terms, or if we do, vote the straight Republican 


| ticket, so us to help you to enough of such glory. We are 
junable to do otherwise and effect anything. Did we not 


elect Tilden, and did not a combination of tricksters count 
him out? Ibelieve the men concerned belonged to both 


arties. : 
p Now, friends, look fairly into this matter. Be a litile 
charitable. Giv the devil his due. There may be some 


other ox gored. Friend Stebbins in particular let me most 
earnestly request to cool down hia blood. It is too warm, 
and may bring on disease. He doubtless knows that, having 
an M.D. as a handle to his name. He has elready the 
chronic grumbles. i i 

The North whipped us—that is all right; but they should 
not crow 80 about it, or it will spoil the glory of it, in the 
cyes of fair-minded people at least. 


Yours for justice, W. A. CurircoTHE. 


MARTINDALE Depot, N. Y , Nov. 13 1£80 

Bro. D. M. BENNETT : I hav been longing, as lovers do, 
to read ‘‘Home Again,' and grace, mercy, and peace be 
with you, with the sanctification of your improved health 
and glowing hopes. . 

To see you; who had been a prisoner for the faih., I 
entered your sanctum and saw your pearl of a wife, anda 
rosy youth you had left in charge, most gentlemanly in 
deportment, Of him l inquired the object of your paper, 
and received ihe answer, The overthrow of the Christian 
religion. Immediately my heart glowed with a desire to 
see the sparkle of your eyes, the carl of your lip, and the 
lightning placidly reposing on the brow of your m»j»sty. 

I looked on a multitude of books—:ihe mental vols you 
use in sapping and mining a mytb, the only b!iss the dying 
hav ever had, and prayed, "The God and Father of all, 
bless thy servant Bennett, his books, paper, and readers, 
thelr lives, fortunes, and sacred honors, for thou. workest 
all things after thy good pleasure.” ; 

I wish you may be inclined to notice the Liberal state- 
ment of the saint and martyr, the evangelic.il Giordano 
Bruno, who confessed the Bible to be a bok of morals, 
but not of science, coinciding exacug with Galileo and Sir 
Isaac Newton. À 

Wishing you and yours the imperial charscier of the 
righteous, aud the final triumph in the truth as an heir of 
the universal brotherhood, 1 have the honor to subscribe, 

Your beloved brother, Rav. W. Isaacs Loomis, 


„New HaRTroRD, Iowa, Nov. 11, 1880. 
Epiton TRUTH BEEKERB, Dear Sir: lvciosed find three 
dollars, to apply on my subscription to your paper. Mr. 
Bennett’s letters from abroad are worth the price of THE 
TRUTH BEEKER fora year. We are having a rare treat. 
He carries us along with bim so nicely while reading that 
we think his leiters short, when, on locking, we fud we 
hav read three or four peges. May he long liv, for, like 
Voltaire and Paine, the world wiil never hsv another Ben- 
nett; so the longer he livs the more benefit he will be to this 

and future generations. Yours, ete., . M. J. PIERCE, 


———— 9 —————— 


JogNs Way.—The children from ten to eighty like it. 
J. A, MILLER, 


I tagisa “The Darwins” bettor than “John's Way." 
l ` A, JCARHON: 


Aguostie. 

Within the last decade a new word, not yet incorporated 
into our dictionaries, has been introduced into our vocabu- 
lary. Who coined the word I do not know. Butit was 
much needed, and with thinkers finds ready Currency. Itis 
the word ''agnostic." It is derived from two Greck words, 


lars to apply on my subscription to your paper. Thanks S'Enifying without knowledge. An agnostic has come.to 


mean one who assumes to hav no knowledge of God. 
There are thousands of people who cali themselva agnostics 
and there are thousands of people who are agnostics with- 
out being aware of it. An agnostic is not, in the proper use 
of the word, an Atheist. An Atheist isone who denies the 
existence of a God, who says, '‘ There i3 no God.” An ag- ` 
nostic does not deny the existence of a Goi. He neither 
denies nor sffirms his existence. He simply says: "I do 
not know, and I see no reason to believe. There may be a 
God or there may not be one. I do not know. I hav no 
faculty by which Ican know. Nature and her laws I see 
and know. Mau and the duties of man to man I sea and 


i know; but as to God, if there is a God, I know nothing 


about it.” This is the position of the agnostic. As I said, 
& very large number of people, including some of tho finest 
intellects of the age, are agnostics, Herbert Spencer is their 
great philosopher. Leslie Stephen is their most aggressiv 
magezine contributor. Robert Ingersoll is their most pop- 
ular expounder in this country. Wwe. H. SPENCER. 


The following leiter from Mr. E'izur Wright to Miss 
Lucy Churchill, West Richfield, O., explains itself. Mias 
Churchill has the badge-pins for sale, 

Boston, Mass, Ot. 8, 1880. 

Lucy L. CnuunoHILL: Oa my recent return from the 
West I found your letter and beautiful badge pin waiticg 
forme. Iam quite delighted with it, and could not ask for 
anything better. Ifully agree with you as to its utility and 
importance, as well as its beauty. It is not obtrusiv or 
ostentatious, but unique and atiractiv and comprehensivly 
Liberal. Tris round, terragneous globe, so motherly and 
grand to us, though such a tiny white, blue, and green 
speck among the immensity of worlds, ought to be unspesk- 
ably dear to every man, woman, and cbild of us. Weshould 
be proud, every one of us, to beautify it and wear its image 
in pure gold on our bosoms. This sign chat we embrace tha 
whole of it in our hearte, and mean to do our best to make it 
a heaven, is the sign to conquer under. 

Yours truly, Evizor Wricat. 
— a .,9—— ——— 


The Religion of Reason. 


Reason in man is the action of the mental faculties sus 
tained by the moral accountability, if well unfolded in the 
top brain, as is usually the case where the religious sent'- 
ments are activ and strong, which isexemplificd more in the 
feminin mentality than in the masculin. 

“ What has this definition to do with the religion of rea- 
son?” asks the impatient critic or material scientist, We wiil 
tell you. The religion of reason, when not softened and 
refined by the spiritual intuitions, is very liable to be unchar- 
itable, unkind, and sometimes vindictiv and intolerant, its 
devotees neither seeing or feeling that there is any excuse 
for not accepting the logic that the cold calculating intellect 
presents for general acceptance. 

“ But,” says ore, ‘‘ women are more zealous in what they 
believe to be right than men." Admitting such to be the 
fact, their knowledge of the value of life, and what it costs 
in sorrow and suffering to unfold it, asa rule they would 
never fight witi deadly weapons to defend their cherished 
opinions, even on religious subjects. 

‘* But,” says the Materialist, ‘‘ what is this I hear, that tho 
religious devotee is a reasoner?” Certainly. He reasons in 
barmony with his mental bias as persistently as yourself. 
He sees a God to fear, while you recogaize only law, natural 
or unnatural, in harmony with the clearness or obtureness of 
your perceptions. Aud he may be just as sincere in his con- 
victions of right and duty, but less tolerant, becuuse he cap. 
not understand why you should look at life from euch a 
standpoint when you take no stock in the idea of a life after 
physical dissolution, and seeing your danger, and fearing 
he pernicious effects of your teachings, he feels in duty 
bound to try and counteract or destroy your influence, to 
save the world from being demoraliz3d by your teachings. 

It neither are quite right, you are not so far apart as you 
appear to be. The one claims to worship the divinity of 
law, the other the divinity or G.d of the Bible, while both 
are etriving te reach the go 1 called human heppiness, 

To those who are sincere in their religious convictions, 
whethcr Materislists, Christians, or even Spiritualists, we 
would say in conclusion, study nature more and booka less, 
and cee if you cannot learn to be more tolerant and respect- 
‘ul toward each other while traveling the rugged pathways 
of life, and all hep‘ng to fiad in the end a * haven of rest," 
even though your ressoning faculties compel you to choose 
different roads to reach the condition or place alt hav ia 
view. Jura C. FRANKLIN, 

— or 

J H. Cocx, of Coiumbue, Kan., a progressiv Liberal and 
lifelong student of man and natura, will lecture to Liberals 
for a Very small compencation. 

4. 

Tas Third Annual Convention of the New E:glaud Au'i- 
Tax League mects in Scicnce Hall, 712 Washington street, 
Boston, Sunday and Monday, Nov. 21st and 221, three ses- 
sions dsily. J. H. Swain, J. M. L. Babcock, Angela T. 
Heywood, A. D. Wheeler, E. H. Heywood, and other 
speskers are expected. 

eee, 

IT would take four million of the filaments which exuis 
from the sp der, and are by him twisted into thread for his 
web, to make a strand the size of a human hair, 

—— BÓ 


Arps cambised win water coendense ii and produce 


i nant 
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A Way Ont of It. 


In a tight little schooner there want to sea 
Three Jack-tars (there wers more than three 
If you reckon the whole ship’s company), 


But the vessel it came to grief, d'ye see, 
On a Friday night, as it may be, 
And on Saturday morn there were but three. 


In a horrible storm they could hardly float 
In the small cockel shell that was called a boat; 
Still manfully with the gale they fought, 


But a storm will shatter the stanchest barks, 

When a stiff noi'wester's up to his larks, 

And the crew will be meat for man-eating 
sharks, 


Bo our tars in their boat were well aware 
That death—that specter so grisly and spar e— 
In each of their faces did grimly stare. 


Smal! blame $o them then. if, in à scare, 
They thought they might just as well prepare, 
And got, if they could, to " the land over there." 


“Gan you pray?" says Jack, "cause I can't, 
says he. 

Says Bill, " That’s hexaetly the case with me;” 

And Tom groaned, “I guess we're a graceless 
three.” 

*" Mayhap if we sang a hymn or two,” 

Bays Jack. " a morsel of good 'twould do;” 

But, alas! not a line of a hymn they knew. 


Their faces grew pale for affairs looked blue, 

Since nothing like worship could one of them 
do; 

And they locked a most Woe-begone, broken- 
down crew. 


At last a light on their gloom did break— 

It was Bill from the stern-sheets that cheerily 
spake— 

" T hav it, by Jove! a colleo:ton we'll make!" 

MORAL. 

This moral I draw, after careful re flactlon— 

It'da wrong, 1 am open, of course, to correc- 
tion; 

But the clergy, I know, will indorse the direc- 
tlon— 

Though you can’t pray or sing, don’t forget the 
collection. 


ANEW THEORY 


LIFE AND SPECIES! 


IT GIVB8 
A NEW IDEA 


As to how life came on this planet. 


J. PAOKARD. 
A dn W. Plttefleid, Mass. 


WANTED.—4An extra farm hard at good 
wages. JOSEPH BOLTON, Lyons. Kan, 347 


WHO IS READY? 


It there is any truly Liberal woman, In the 
neighborhood of 40, or less, with some means 
of her own, who desires to engage in Liberal 
and other work, through matrimonial co-ope- 
ration, independent of priests or lawyers, let 
her andrers IMMORTAL, Gare TRUTH SEEKER 
Office, 141 8h st., New York. 3147 


MARY E. TILLOTSON’S WORKS, 


Love and Transition. A poem of 
nearly 200 pages, comprising Illustrated Life 
&nd Arguments for the Close of the Nineteenth 
Oentury, Price, $1 00. 

Progress vs, Fashion. An esssy of 
81 pages, on the sanitary and sociel influence 
of woman's costume. Price. 10 cents. 

Woman's Way Out. Op nions of em- 
iuent and, Sarnest TA on the Eten of 

omen’s fashionable dress 32 pages. Price, 
10 cents. ddress D. M, BENNETT. 

141 8tn et., New York. 


Ruptures Cured 


By mv Medical Compound and 
Rubber Elastic Appliance in 30 
days. Raliabie reference piven, Bend stamp 


for Circular. tia adver 
Say in what paper you B&w this advertise- 
nt " COLLINGS, 


ment. Address Capt. W. A. 
8 46 Smithviile, Jefferson Co., N. Y. 
THX 


OLERGYMAN'S VICTIMS. 


A Radical Romance. 
jn. 
MRS. J. E. BALL. 


This pamphlet of over 100 pages isa pleasin 
animated, domestic story, presenting Libera 
thought in an agreeable manner, and will be 
read by thousands where heavier, drier, and 
more philosophical and metaphysical works 
are not preferred. It is a good story to lend 
Obriatian nairhhore to raad. Prina B5 nanta 


MODERN THINKERS: 


What Thev Think and Why. 
By V. B. Denslow, LL.D. 
With an Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


The work contains critical essays upon 
Emanuel Swedenborg, and the origin of the 
Ohristian ideas of heaven, hell, and virtue; 
Adam Smith. founder of the school of Econo- 
mists; Jeremy Bentham, the apostle of law re- 
form and of u'liitar{anism in moralis; Thomas 
Paine and his relations to the Declaration of 
Independence and democracy in America; 
Charles Fourier, the philosopher of passional 
harmony and eo-operativ aasoclation ; Herbert 
Spencer, a review of his theories of evolution 
and of morals; Earnst Haeckel, the demon- 
strator of the doctrin of evotution; Auguste 
Comte. founder of the Positiv» philosophy und 
pontiff of the “ Religion of Hamanity;" and an 
esgay on the authorship of J:nius as a sequel 
to the critique on Thomas Paine. 

This volume consists of 384 DD.. 12 mo, and Is 
illustrated by portraits of each of the eight 

reat thinkers, and opens with an introduction 
from the pen of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 

QIoth, $1.50, Bold at this office, 


e 


George Chainey's 


THE 


FOUNDATION STONES} Anonymous, Hypothesis 


OF THE ` 
CHURCH OF THE UNITY, 
EVANSVILLE. INDIANA. f 


And the foundations of the wall of 
the city were garnished with all manner 
of precious stones.—Rev. xxi, 19. 


For modes of faith let graceless bigots fight; 

His can't be wrong whose life is in the right; 

In faith and hone the world will disagree, 

But alt mankind’s concern is charity ; 

All must be fa'sethat thwartthis one great end; 

And all of God that bless mankind, or mend, 
—Pope, 


Price 75 cents, Cloth. 


For sale st TRUTH SEEKER Office, 141 Eighth 
street, New York. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 


WASHINGTON, D. C.. July 19, 1880. 

I wish to notify the pubiic that a Mr, Baldwin, 
of Chicago, algo Rhodes & McOlure, of the same 
place, are publishing pamphlet editions ot my 
lectures. All the lectures published by them 
are grossly inaccurate—filled with mistakes, 
horribly printed, and ou-regeously upjust to 
me. These men are simple literary thieves and 
pirates, and are obtaining money from the pub- 
lic under false pretenses. J take this course to 
warn the pupile that these publications are 
fraudulent, The only correct copies of my lec- 
tures are published by O. P, Farrell. Alt others 
are published by people who are willing to steal 
from me and defraud the public vender, These 
wretches hav published one lecture under four 
Utles, and several others under two or thre-. 

8m31 R. G. INGERSOLL. 


All of O. P, Farrella editions of Gol, Tagor- 
, : e others, are «old nt this 
ae aaa D: M. BENNETT. 


New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PRREROLOGY, 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 
Graduate of the Hygeio Therapeutic College 
and the New York Phrenological 
Institute. 

This work is intended both as a chart for the 


‘use of phrenologists and a text-book for stu- 


dents of phrenology. As a chart it will be 
found fuller and more complete than any other 
work of its size on this subject.. It contains in 
addition to the " Table of Developments," one 
of “Adaptation to Different Pursuits.” and one 
of ‘Conjugal Adaptation.” These tables being 
perfectly easy to understand. are calculated to 
render the work at ouce both interesting and 
useful The work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
functions, health. etc.. and all the faculties and 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvement. Its explanation 
of the principles of phrenology, eto. and ita 
other important remarks will be found well 
adapted to the needs of students and Others 
who may desire to acquire an elementary knowl- 
edge of phrenolegy with as little outlay of time 
and labor as possible. In short, thigwork will 
be found well adapted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and phrenological examiners, 

The work contains 105 p2ges, With an excellent 
map of the head, showing the locations of all 
the faculties, and is handsomely printed and 
bound. Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth. 75 cents, 

ddress , M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth S:., N. Y. 


MACHINERY, 


Hand, Foot and Power Presses. Die Work of all kinds 
Perforating Dies & Specialty. 


E. B. STIMPSON, 318pruce St, NY. 


!JapBi. 


LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


homas Paine, F, E, Abbot, 

aine's Bust. Frothingham. 

aine’s Monument, Wendell Phillips, 
Voltaire. Emerson, 
Rousseau, Garrison. 
Humboldt, Henry Bergh, 
Goethe, Peter Cooper, 
Bohiller, D. R. Burt, 
Aug. Comte, B. P. Andrews. 
Heine. Walt Whitman. 
Alex. Pope. Froude, 
John Milton, ax Muller. 
Goldsmith. arren Ohase, 
Shelley, Jas. Parton, 
Byron. Wm. Denton, 
Burns, Dr. Slade, 
Washington. A.J. Davis, 
Franklin, Foster. 
Jefferson, J. M. Peebles, 
John Adams, Frances Wright, 
J. Q, Adams, E. V. Wilson. 
Madison, G. L. Henderson. 
Jackson. Prof, Fiske, 
Linooln, Fred Douglas. 
Lineoln's Monument, N. P. Banks, 
Gerrit Smith. P, V. Nasby. 


Henry C. Wright. Beecher, 

J.S. Mill, Tilton, 

Sumner, Moulton, 

Edgar A. Poe, G. W. Curtis. 

Greeley. Th, Nast, 

Castellar, J. Q. Bennett, 

Tennyson., Qhas, A, Dana. 

Darwin Phoebe Carey. 

Tyndall, Alice Carey. 

H. Spencer, Elizabeth C. Stanton. 

Huxley. Susan B. Anthony. 

Proctor, Lucy Stone, 

Draper. Julia Ward Howe. 

Bradlaugh, Onas. Oheney, 

Holyoake. Paulina Davis. 

Ingersoll. Mary F. Davis, 

Underwood. Emma H, Britten 
endum, Lizzie Fowler, 

Seaver, Mrs. Slenker, 

L. Colby, Busan H. Wixon. 

Dr. Hare D. M. Bennett. 

Judge J. W. Edwards, W. S. Bell. 

Lizzie Doten J. C, Bundy, 


Mrs. J, Conan’ 


nes. 


t . B. Jo 
Dr. Mary E. Walker Asa K, Butts, 


(full figure), iW. F. Jamieson, 
eo. Francis Train, Kersey Graves, 
H. L. Green. 


Creation. 
A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 


Account. 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Oloth; price 60 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth 8t.. N. Y. 


.B 1 th 
$5'to $20.15 wiineondoo. Fortiand, Me 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East,” ** Xavier 
and I,” etc., ste. Three volumes in one;: 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

404 pp., $1.25. ` 


The characters are set before us by a few 
gravhic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 

Power, eloquence, and originality character- 
ize ‘‘ Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degreo very un- 
usual among modern novels,—Zilustrated Lon- 
don News. 

An independent and respectabla study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition. 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
trnded, on the canvas,— Westminster Review. 


D. M. BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Eighth Bt.. N.Y 


KNOW THYSELF! 
NO 


HE untold miseries that re- 
A N sult from indiseretion in 
Gik 3 early life may be alleviated 
EE { andcured, Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 


the new medieai work nub- 
lished bv the ERABODE MED. 
OAL INSTI [73 


Cum Y or,Selt Preservation. Ex. 

hausted vitality nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 
. Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. It is a standard medical work. 
the best in the English language, written by & 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Nae 
tional Medical Association. It eontains beauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions fer all forms of prevailing disedse, 
the rogult of many years of extensive and sus- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price of the book, Bound in Frenc 
cloth : price only $1, sent by mail post-paid, 

The London Lancet says: "No berson should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 


An illastrated sample sent to all on receipt cf 
6 cents for postage. : 
The author refers by permission to Hon. 
President of the Nation- 
al Medical Association. 

Address Dr. W. H. PAR 
Boston, Mass. The author HEAL 
may be sonar all dis- 
eases requirini and ex- ` 
perience. THYSELF 

By JOHN MESLIER. 

A Roman Catholic Priest, 
Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
wholly abjured religious dogmas, and left as his 
“Last Will and Testament” to his parishion- 
er8, and to the world, to be published after his 
mon Sense,” 

This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 


P. A. BISSELL, M.D., P. 
ER, No.4Bulfinch street, 

. e e 
Superstition in all Ages. 
Etrepigny and But in Champagne, France, 
death.the above-named work, entitled “ Oom- 


more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as ke himself confesses, The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


. NEWBURYPORT Mass.. Sept. 23, 1878, 
Te Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam: 
The work of the honest pastor, 


J 
Meslier, is 208t 


the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s "Age 
of Reason "is mere.milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire’s “Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
besket of champagne compared with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
end humane aot in translating his book go well. 


JAMES PARTON. 
Price. cloth, $1.60; paper, $1.00. 
D. M, BENNETT. 141 Eighth Rt. N. Y. 


THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


A collection of songs by Whittier, Longfellow, 
Bryant. Tennyson, and others, set to tamillac 
tunes. Designed for Liberal Leagues and other 
meetings, and in Liberal homes. Compiled ana 
edited by Eliza Boardman Burnz. Price, half 
bound and on heavy paper, 25 cents ; one hun- 
dred copies, $15.00; flity, $8.00: twenty-five 
$5.00, Paver coyers, 15 cents; one hundred 
copies, $10.00; fifty, $5.00; twenty-flve copies, 
$8.00 Two cents per copy additional must be 
sent to prepay postage on all wholesale orders, 
Address all orders tc D. M. BENNETT. 


141 Eighth street. New York. 


Was Christ a God? 


Conclusions Drawn from 
Apostolic Writings. 


BY F. MENSIGA. 


OonTENTs.—Questionable Dogmas, Supersti- 
tion and Religion the Appearance of Ohrist, 
the Life of Ohrist, Gomments and Explanations 
of Jude, James, John, Peter, Paul (ali his epis- 
tles), Acts, the Four Gospels, Revelations, a 
Summary. Erroneous Theorias of Deity. Heav- 
en. Devil, Hell, the Author's Intuitions, Evolu- 
tion of Life. A work of strength and merit. 

An octavo volume of 253 pages. Price, $1.59, 


Sold at this offices. 


A WEEE, $12 a day at home easily made, 
$726.88 outät free, True&Co,, Augusta, Me, 


hithe Go 


. WHY DON'T GOD KILL 


) 


| THE DEVIL? 
A series of Essays dedicated to the St, Johns 
(Mich.) Schoo] Board. 
BY M. BABCOCK. 


Price. 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


$6 


& week in your own town. Terms and $5 


| 
i outfit free. H. Hallett & Oo., Portland, Me 


* SUPERSTITION; 


THE RELIGION OF 


“ Believe or be Damned.” 


OPEN LETTER TO THE 


ST. JOHNS SCHOOL BOARD. 
- BY 
M. BABCOCK. 


8 
schools; the God that" overshadowed” Mary; 
d that’s wanted in the Constitution: the 
gentleman that owns some three billion dollars’ 
worth of untaxed church property; the ''5so- 
help-me” God that mukes a lie the truth in 
eourt; the God tbat governors hesought to stop 
the yellow fever. whic: he didn't do. The pic. 
ture is worth tbe price of the book. Price, 26 
cents. For sale by . M. BEN ETT: 
141 Eighth street, New York. 


LADIES!! 


: ** SALEM, OR., July 17, 1880. 
“N. H. PBESTON, Dear Sir: Pleage send me by 
express, C. O. D., to Portland, Or., $100,00 (one - 
hundred dollars) worth of that " Oomstook ” 

Syringe. I mean business. 
Dz. Many SOLANDER,” 


_ Only sixteen had been sold when 
COMSTOOK 


set out to suppress it. Now orders come as 
above. Grand jurymen buy it for their wives. 
It is S1MPLE, SAFE, INFALLIBLY RELIABLE, NOG- 
essary to HEALTH and versonal purity, and is 
pronounced by patients and physicians to be 
the greatest 


GODSEND TO THE SEX 
gotten up in this generation. Sent securely 
boxed, with private instructions for special use. 
Oonfidential terms to agents. Prica $10 00. 
Address BAM, H. PRESTON, 
tf3a 209 West 34th st., New York. 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
muslin, containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price 


$1.25. 


This book contains the principal points that 
Mr, Ingersoll has made against, the P-ntateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. Phe pam- 
phlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
incorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
pre two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic. inimitable in its style. and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, aud pathos, 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILES, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50. 

Small Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at lea*t one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Sarong, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperial orlarge size . .. . 40 centa 
hoto or card size LC ane o " 
Life-size Lithograph, 21x27 . . 6 7 


Postage paid. 
D. M. BENNETT. 


‘14. ErggTRÉT, New. ` 


|THE MODERN THINKER. 


Becond number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $1.00 


The Truth Seeker, November 90, 188g. 
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The Real Issue. WHAT 


MOSES HULL 
A National Greenback Pamphlet. 


For campaign purposes it is just the thing, 
Oontains unanswerable arguments in favor of 
ascientific money, ; 

The Commoner gays : 

“Nothing has been written which will do as 
good work as this, Itis worth its weight in 


gold. 
Price 10 cents. Sold by D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth st., New York. 


AFREE BOOK FOR THE SICK, 


Containing nearly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
shows how Chronic Diseases can be positively 
cured by an original system of practice. It eon- 
tains valuable and suggestive notes on nearly 
all the chronic ills to Which the human family 
ia subject, besides illustrative cases, and will be 
sent by mail to any one sending their address 
and a three-cent stamp to 17 cost of mailing. 
MURBAY HILL PU SHING CO 


129 East arth Straat. N. Y 
Self-Contradictions of the Bible 
144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 


atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment. 


Revised and Enlarged Edition. 


72 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth Bt., N., Y. 


Ja The Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes and sells an imperfect, disordered, and 
mangled edition, with all the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1860, from which it was 
pirated by the Inte 8.8. Jones. 


VINELAND, 
A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove. 
Oures al} forms of Private, Chronic, and 
exu&ai ' enses, Spermatorrhoa, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and 
other causes, producing some of the fol. 
lowing qipatas Nervousness, Beminal Emis- 
sions (n «ht emissions. by dreams), Dimness 
ght, efective memory, Physical Decay. 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Boclety pf, To- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, eto, atc. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy. are thoreughly and permanently 
fured by an External Application, which is the 
octor’s latest and greatest Medical alepovery. 
and whieh he has 80 fer prescribed for this 
baneful complaint im all 
failure to eure in a single case, and some of 
hem were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many had 
aling Sickness—Fits; others upon the verge 
Walle others again had be- 


of consumption ; 
ardly able to take care of 


come Foolish an 
themselves. 

Syphilis positively eured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system. onorrhoa, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles. and other 
private diseases quickly cured, All diseases of 
women such as Proiapsus Uleri, Leucorrhaa, 
etc., treated witb equal success. x 

Dr., R. P. FELLOWS has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and Ín fact had been given up by their physi- 
olans to die; but by tho aid of Dr. Fellows’ yal- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position. in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows, His elear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
jeines to reach the cause of the complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 

Sent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhcea, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magistrate. which 
is positive and convincing testimony to the 
Dootor's great skill. 

Consultations by letter free and invited, 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 


strictly confidential. Imclose two three ' aminas erie dud REEAGA them AFATET boh 


cent stamps, and address as above, 


LFrom the Western Reformer.) 


"DR, R. P. FELLOWS 
is & highly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an original system of practice, and is 
eee lates reports of his sucasti 
attering u 
neare E Alanne incidant to humanity.” 


THE , 
Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 


TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medica! Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 

l for Women. 
Bead before the New York Liberal Olub, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 
ioth; price 50 cents, For saleby - 
D. M, BENNETT, 141 Eighth st. N, X. 


its stages without a 


IS 


A DEBATE 


BETWEKN | 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


AND 
DE. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 3 cents, For sale at 
this offica. : 


Issues of the Age. 
CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. i 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00, 

Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus. 


An admirably written, scholarly volume,—N. | 


Y. Graphic, . 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations. and evinces 
therough famillarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced.— Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company With many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought. He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirations,—N. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of "The Essence of Christianity,” eto 
Translated from the German. 
Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cts. (Formerly 76 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show. not substance, 
Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham, The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral, Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our 8ge!— Eriract : 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER., It is the best on the subject, 
and shows in the clearest manner that that Bad 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of E io rere ofthe Bible, BENNETT 

rice 10 cents. , M. ; 
141 Eighth Btreet.N. Y. Oity 


JUST OUT! 


Another Exiraordinary Book ! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


eal Gun. 

By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to JogN T, PERRY's “ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 
&nd twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Oineinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics. and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 
work isareview of Kersey Graves’ “ Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fldel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoreughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his “ Ecclesiastical Court.” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 


other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their eross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them- 
Selves, Dut condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case, This feature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr, Perry to prove what he designed, but tha 
some of hia witnesses seem to turn '' state's evi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr, Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves hae cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perrythat is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry's absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, “A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry, and a dead shot on ortho- 
Tong Hi tree gr fod Oe ashe ag 

n the two works will be foun est argu- 
ments both fer orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
Work comprises about 200 pages. 

Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 


For saleby D. M. BENNETT. 
THE 

CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
0B THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


i 


An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE, 


POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 


‘of HUMANITY, By GOURTLANDT FALMER. 


Price, 8 cent. 


MONEY ? NEW 


! Kepha (/Cephas, alias Peter), 


but to hav answered and |y 


BOOKS ON SALE. 


The folowing valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Trath Seeker: 


Revelations of Antichrist 
CONCERNING 
Christ and Christianity. 


“ANTICHRIST” proves from history that James, 
and Paul, all lived 
before the Ohristian era, and so did Jesus 
Ohrist—-indeed, many Ohrists and many by the 
name of Jesus. 

The book contains 446pages. with a full Index 
and table of contents, Price. $2.00. 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter. Forces, Theol- 


ogy, eto. 
BY CHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 


This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chlefly intended to 
uphold the theory of the stability of matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind, 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 75 cents, 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man. 
Judaism, Etc. 

BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 


Exira cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


Faith and Reason; 


Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 


A concise account of the Christian religion 
and all the prominent religions before and 
since Christianity. ` 


BY HALSEY R, STEVENS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


[] e J e 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity, 

BY 0. G. DAVID. 
Price, 75 cents. DAVID 
THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 
A critical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 


TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12mo, 327 DD. $2.00. - 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATEBS. 


Extra cloth, i2mo, 352 pp. . . $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. | 
BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation of the Obriatian church, 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting. 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
1amo, 48 pp: paper, 20 cts.; flexible eloth, 85 cts, 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 
BY M. SOHLESINGER, PH.D.. 


Rabbi of the Oongregation Anshe Emeth. Al- 
&ny, iN. 1. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Ohris- 
tianity 
This is a very Valuable and concise work. and 
states in plain and unmistakable language the 
reasons why Ohristianity is a failure. Price, 50 
cents. 


«| PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 


OTHER PAPERS, 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 
Paper. 12mo. 88 nages: nriee, 95 cents. 


POCKET THEOLOCY. 
BY 


VOLTAIRE. 


anslated from the French by Miss Ellen 
Gail The firat time ever published in Eng- 
lish. The pamphlet contains nearly 500 of Vol- 
taire’s sharp, terse, sarcastic, scathing defini- 
tions of theologica: and ecclesiastical subjects, 
terms, and dogmas. "here is nothing in the 
world like it. Exerybod ought to hav a copy, 
180 pages. Pries. only 95 cents, 


The Gods and Religions 
of Ancient and Modern 


Times. . 
In Two Large Octavo Volumes 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 


Volume I. treats principally on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume II. givsa full 
description of the Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. An interesting and instruc- 
tiv work. Incloth, $3 per vol.the two vol- 
umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
vol., or $7 for the two volumes. In Morocco 
and Gilt Edges, $4 50 per vol., or $8 for the 
two volumes. Sent free of postage. 


LECTURES OF 


R, G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION, 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 


Lectures.” 


CoNTENTS.—'"The Gods,” "Humboldt." “Fhoss 


N 
Paine? ‘Individuality,’ * Heret 
esios” Price, bo cents. Heretics and Herw 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 


, other Lectures.” 
ONTENTB,—' The osts,” " Liber! 
Woman, and Ohild," ** Declaration of independe 
ence," * Farming in Illinois, '" Speech at Cine 
cinnati,” “The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream." Price 50 cents. 
Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 
graphs o r. Angersoli, by Barony, 
dee artist of New York, at the mye 


Imperial, or large size... . ....« 40 conta 


of Man, 


Photo, or card size... .......... 20 cents 
Life-size lithograph, 91x97. ..... 50 centi 
Postage paid. 


Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound tn cloth, $1.95, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t., New York 


THE 
JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
PROF., W. F, JAMIESON, 


Of Chicago, Ill.. and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 


Ot Kentucky. 


Held in Kirkeville, Mo., during nine evenings 
—May 20-29, 1876. Synopsis report—official, 
This book of 220 pages give an interesting Droge 
entation of the theological questions which 
divide Obristians and Liberals. The Rev, 

italer is regarded as an able defender of his 
favorit Christian doctrins, but it will undoubt- 
edly be adm ‘tted by the render that Prof. W, F 
Jamieson fully met ail he had to offer. Obrise 
tian readers will take more kindly to a work of 
this kind, giving both sides an equally fair 
chance. than to books on our side oni 
M Ds in paperooverg 50 cents; well bound, 

cents. 


“WORKINGMEN, READI- 
ALLEGORY. 


UNCLE SAM AND AMERICUS. 


4 DIALOG ON 


LAND, LABOR, AND REFORM 
By F. E. BOYD. 


Outlines of a plan for a new American na- 
tional land and labor co-operativ aystem, by 
which land and comfortable homes may be se- 
cured to the poorest elasges of every race, with- 
out money or price, with the educational and 
social advantages of modern civilization. De- 
signed to ameliorate the condition of the strug- 
Rling masses; to equaliz3 population; to pree 
vent vice. crime, and pauperiam; to prevent 
the recurrence of industrial crises and feuds, 
labor riots. and popular insurrections; to ter. 
minate Indian wars; to avoid or do away with 
an oligarchy of landlords and capitalists; and 
to preserve or restore the liberties ofthe people 
and the rights of self-government by bringing 
immediately together the two great elemonta of 
universal progress, land and labor. 

*"Thelandshali not be sold forevor; for the 
land is mine; for ye are strangers and sojourne 
era with me" (Loy. xxv,, 23). 

Moreover. the profit of the earth is forall” 


(Ecclesiastes v, 9), 
Price 10 cent, Sold at this office, 


AN OUTLINE 
OF THE 
FRENGH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 
RESULTS. 


BY W. S. BELL. 


There is probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or moreimportant than 
the French Revolution in the last century, and 
Mr. Bell has traced it ably and in an interestin 
manner. Every one who reads it will be pleased 
with it. Price. 45 cents. Send to thia office. 


SAMSON ; 
A Mvth-Storv of the Sum 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ae 
eording to the Holy Men 


of Old. 


The author of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythical in its character. He presents 
us & number of copies to be disposed of in the 
jnterest of Tue TRUTH BEEEER. All who pure 
chase will therefore aid THE TRUTH SEEEER to 
the amount of their purchase, or add to tha 
Bennett fund as they may choose. 

Samson. 20 cents: Gospel of the Kingdom 
2 vols.. each, 80 cents, 


a 
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dds and Ends. 


Gems of Choughl. 


No. Revised List. Cts 
’T1 liberty alone that givs the flower 4 GUN hes no feet yet it can kick. 1 DIESUA IOS OB ERGO: Die Bonnatand c 
Of fleeting life its tuer ana pend cs BuFFsLo mulattoes are called Buff fellows. t The DIA Bonnett. 7 
E i cons ; . The . ER 
aside uae wI be EON vs STRONG cheese is rank, but hatred is rancor, | 9, Thao Story of tha Flood. ss 5 
Is evil. — Cowper. “ MB, Ford has an abomineble gait; don't you m ihe Plagues of Bare eam, Bennet 2 
i think so?’ “No, indeed; I think it is quite | 12; Balaam and his Ass. ^ 2 
As Ir medita'ion were only possible in a handsome, especially since it was rainted.” | 13. Arraignment of Priestoraft. Y 8 
hurch i edifiea'ion only to be found in aser- ‘Excuse me. but you don't understand me—I u. gid Abs and Little Ike, Srphere, ; 
mon! Why hold fast by an antiquated, ex- alluded to his carriage.” " Why,la me! he has ia omo d Dosen enis; s » 
hausted form at a time and in a state of ee no cariiage; he rides in the hoss cars.” i7. The Devil Stili Ahead. se 2 
when there flow so many other and more abun- : 18. Blipped Up Again. 2 
dant sources of intcl'eetualetimulusand m rel , NOE Im Dublin Eig UM 19. Joshua sipping the Sun and Moon. D. , 
E " } a nir m to oO . a ii. DE Athy 

dd eee E: ne eran me but Habi castically, "Ieuppore you are aware, sir, tbat | 10. Bamadn and his Exploits, — Bennett, 2 
where scmething used always to stand. Sun. YOU are opaque.” “I shall sit down when it A eed Wrestling Batoh. n. u 10 

day must continue Sundav, and on Sunday one Sls me.” was the response ; "and if you want | yy Reply to "Elder Shelton’s Fourth Letter. 
goes to church. Ae wa hav already remarked, A pers n name, mind, ijs not O'Pake at aco i veri a Wm, McDonnell 
Fean ra Wah to ES aol yhody, Vue N E BNE i. Discussion with Goo. Snode. Bennett, 5 

ach act upto his own light, —otra WHEN a Boston girl gets miffsd at her hus- | 36. Underwood's Prayer. 

Rest. rest | oh giv me rest and peace! bind, she says, '* Base tyrant. I sball leave thee | ^ Hone Questions and Honest Answers. 5 
and fly to my parental home." Whena West | 38, Alessandro di Cagliostro. O. Sotheran. 10 


The tbought of life that ne'er shall cease 

H.s something in it like despair, 

A weight it 18 too weak to bear | 

Sweeter to this afflict-d breast 

Tha thought of never-ending rest ! 

Sweeter the undisturbed and de^p 

Tranquility of endless sleep. 
—Longfellow. 


OLD age cannot, from the very law of its na- 
ture, conceive itself endowed with tbe b^und- 
ing energies of youth, and wi'hout that vigor, 
both of exertion and desire. renewed existence 
ean offer no inspiring charms. Our being 
upon earth has been enriched by vivid interests 
and preelous joys. and we are deebly grateful 
for the gift. But we are wearied with one life. 
and feel scarcely qualified to enter on the 
claims, even though balauced by the felicities 
and glories of another. It may be the f'tigue 
of the fancy as well as of the frame ; but some- ' 


». Paine Ball edioation Address. B. F. 
nderwood. 

80, Woman's Rights & Man's Wrongs. Syphers. 

8j. Gods and God-houses. 

4, The Gods of Bunergtition and the God of 
the Universe. D., M. Bennett. 

33, What has Ohristianity Done? Preston, 

4, Tribute to Thomas Paine. 

5. Moving the Ark. D. M. Bennett. 

16, Bennett's Prayer to the Devil. 

7, Bhort Sermon, Rev, Theologicus. D.D, 

18, Ohristianit Bet a Moral Bystom, X. Y. Z. 

9 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam. 

(9, Bible of Nature vs, The Bible of Men. J. 


8yphers. 
i. Our Preclosiastical Gentry, Bennett, 
2, Elijah the Tishbite. 
ig, Ohristianity a Borrowed System. 
4, Design Argument Refuted. Underwood. 
6, Elisha the rophet, Bennett, 
1:6, Did Jesus Really Exist? ‘ 
4. Oruelty and Oredulity of the Human Race. 
Dr. Daniel Arter. 
48, Freethought in the West, G. L. Henderson. 
19, Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild. 


ern girl becomes similarly affected she simply 
; remarks, "Old man, I’m going to git up and 
git. and if you don’t like it, just climb up on 
i your eyebrows and see if you can stop me." 


Sue ls beautiful and fair to look upon at any 
time, but bathed in sorrow’s tears, her face 1s 
argelic, In his nocturnal rounds ye local 
found ber, With a heart full of tender sympa- 
thy, he inquired. between the piteous heart- 
foba, he cause of her grief. She lifted a pair 
of glorious orbs, made to look into man's hear! 
&nd read love's lore; and while she wiped the 
pearly drops from her rose-tinted cheek, sald, 
"She's gone, and my heart is broken. The 
purple cord was severed by & knife in a ruth» 
less hand, and I ean lick the galoot that stole 
my pup.” Ye searcher after items passed on 
with his tender impulses somewhat blunted. 


A GENTLFMAN of Teutonic extraction came 


Ae onan pw ec eo o pws Ca ea ia t dO OO PD wre 


how what we yarn for most instinctivly at into our cffice the other day and inquired if we | 30. Jonah and the Big Fish. D. M. Bennett, 

last is rest, and tbe reace which wə canimagin werein. We replied we were. pa Bixteon Truth EET MR AR No L d. $ 
à aus 5 i "Ivi .| 3. Maxples-Underwoo , Un ood. 

mc cud we know it best is that of M he.''Ivantto haf my vife put in der pa m Questions for Bible Worshlpers. B, E ; 


ndorwood, 
54 An Open Letter to Jesus Ohrist. Bennett. 5 
$5, The Bible God Disproved by Nature, W. 
E, Coleman. : 
58, Bible Contradictions. 
37, Jesus Nota Perfect Oharacter. 


** Tow?” we benignly inquired. 

“Tvantto haf my vife put in der paber.” he 
repeated, É 

"Oh I" we considerately returned, "you wish 


AxD thou, grim power, by life abhorred. 
While life a pleasure can cfford, 
Oh, hear a wreteh's prayer! 


H 
No moreIshrink avpallad, afraid; Underwood, 3 


h o fe advertised.” 38. 68, 
I court, I beg thy friendly aid is x E b diesen eB ints drochediss Concerning Babylon, B, ° 
To closs thie 83cne of care! MARS a J " E . Underwood. 2 
When shall my soul. in silent reaco You see,” he explained," ve haf lots droople | y. gr kiors Prophecies Concerning Tyre. B, 
Resign lifes joyless day? M about dot poy Yaweob, He vas my vife's son py , Underwood. 2 
My weary heart i's throbbing o: ase bis own fader, und I vas told her, Who vas dot | 41. History of the Deyil, Isaac Paden. 5 
¥ ; iin fader? Und she say." Dot's not someof your | 3% The Jews and their God, 16 
Cold moldering i ? y. y ; i 
old moldering in tbe clay ? A 33. The Devils Due-Biils. John Byphers. 8 
No fear more, no tear more Dusiness,’ und she vas gedt madt, und dis | jj The Ns we Endure—-their Cause and Oure. 
To stain my lifeless face, ‘ morning she vont auf mit her fader'a house. , M. Bennett. 6 
Enelasped and grasped Now [ vandt it in de paber dot she not drust any | 35, Short Bermon No. 2. Bey. Theologieus. D,D. 3 
Within thy cold embrace.—Buris, se ^b SEU did board Without x Sion brath Sooke Eisasts No i H 
: aven e 
Wuat crime had Thomas Paine committed ME provocation?" we sympathetically » wii Wize 2 us Pio ag 
that he should hav feared to die? Tho only | 85ked. 39. OBI : nt op . 2 
answer given 18 that he donied the inspiration “Val,” he said," she dake no pedte mit her, A ME et CR pnemant: Oe Gre ; 
of ths scriptures. If thisisacrime the elvil- | und no lumper too.” .| 3 Bhadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, D, 
Sine Gl iste e ae eee fad the mid Sis CHO Gaye dad "ar 18 Foundations, John Byphers 3 
ioneers of human thought, the as she gone away Wii reas d f . D : 
Masters of the world, the PORA id "Oh, val, I don'd know if she shtay midou! 6 Monde io i tie Devi" SORS 3 
every eclence,the kings of literature and art, | 80021 reason oder not, aber I vant her in der | i¢' Repiy to Erastus Y. Brown, D. M. Ben- Ei 
those who stand in the front rank of investiga. | Daber so ske dondt vas coom pack.” said he. nett. 8 
tion, the men who are civilizing. elevating, in- |’ Hew long she vas in de paber before I can get | 17. The Fear of Death. D. M. Bonnett. 5 
q ' married again ?" 18. Obrigimas and Ohristlanity, D.M.Bennett, 5 
structing, and refining mankind, are to day | ma E 19, The Relationshin of Jesus, Jehovah, and 
unbelievers in the degma of inspiration,| "You can’t get married egaln without first | ^ “tho Virgin Mary, W. E. Goleman. — 5 
Upon this question the intellect cf Christendom E A i roue 8) Aegre onFaine’s 189th Birthday. Bon- 
agress with the conclusion reached by the| ^ Deforee! vot ish dot?” he asked. nert he Bolivar 3 5 
genius of Thomas Paine. Centuries ee a| “Why, you must bring her into court and hay | 't ar rore the Helfwav House, John à 
noise was made for the purpose of frightening | & lawsuit; then if the judge thinks she ough! | a, ohristian Courtesy, Bennet. 2 
mankind. Orthodoxy is the echo of that noise, | 20t to be your wife any longer, and says so, | 1g, Revivalism Examined, Dr. A. G. Rum- 
—Ingersoll’s Vindication, then you are at liberty to marry again,” we re- ü MS Sermon on Hell Bev. J.P 5 
plied. . T " «J.P. 
THE improver of natura] knowledge abso-| “Got to haf a lawsult |" cried he, terrified. 38 Metter Motion. Lite and Mind, Bennett io 
lwely refuses to acknowledge authority, asl" Py atam sight no ! I vant no more lawsuit ;| 38, An Enquiry about God's Sons, " "g 
Hani Tor m alae is the highest of} she haf a lawsuit on me ven ve vas marriet, | 37. Freethought Judged by its Fruits. B, F, i 
uties: blind faith, the one unpardonablə sin. | und if I dondt vas mariled her she vas cosht n l'a 1 
And it cannot be otherwise, for every great ad- | me more ash twenty toliar, No, py eracioue, I ate David God's Peculfar Favorite, Mrs, E, 8 
vance in natural knowledge bas involved the | vandt no more lawsuit. I run avay mit my | 39, Logic of Prayer. Oharles Stephenson, 8 
absolute rejection of authority, the cherishing | pruder-in-law's vife und cosht me notting. | 0. Pibio-Mania. Otter Cordates. 2 
of the keenest skepticism, the annihilation of | Good-pye." And he was gone. 31. Our Ideas of God, 5. P. Underwood, 1 
the spirit of blind faith, and the most ardert . Vs The Bible; is it Divinely Inspirod? Dr. ; 
volar y of science holds his firmest convictions, | A COLORED revival near Little Rock has jus! | 4. Obtaining Pardon for Sins, Hudson 
not because the men he most venerates holds | resulted rather seriously. Parson Greenleaf, Tuttle, 1 
them; not because their verity Is testified by | Methodist. and Elder Hawbush, Presbyterian, | 94, The Now Raven. will Cooper, 6 
portents and wonders; but because his experi- | united their forces and held a union meeting, | 35. gesug urlat panera 10 
ence teaches him that whenever he chooses to | The preachers worked faithfully, but at the end " Special Providences, W. f. Bell. n 
bring these convictions into contact with their | Of one week, and when only five conversions | jg Snakes, Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, 2 
primary sense. Nature, whenever he thinks fit | bad been effected. the preachers closed the | 39, Do the Works of Nature prove a Ore- 
to test them by appealing to exoerimont and to | Meeting with rotigious disgust. When the two Bort Bolota of Thomas Paine's ^ 
Observation, nature will eorfirm them. The mon beran A: enle up x coe arose as to | 10% 1Girthday, Bennett et als, ^ 488 b 
man of science jusii- | ^ie division of the convert spoils. ; Religion and the , W.8, 
nee has learned to belfevs in justi “Toughter hab three," insisted the Method- 102, The Old & New. W.8 i 


fication, not by faith, but by verification, — Hur- 


ley’s " Lay Sermons.” My voice 


ist. "I wucked harder den yer did. 
is stronger, an’ bit had more ’fect.” 
"No, sah,” said the Presbyterian, "I shall! 


hab three myself. Yer may take de flggers ob 


ell. 
108, Doe the Bible Teach us all we Know? 
en 


nett. 
104. Evolution of Israel's God. A, L. Rawson, 1 
105, Decadence of Ohristianity, Oapphro. 
106. Franklin, Washington and Jefferson Un- 


on 


Tug first and strongest objsction I hav to the 
uss of tobacco Is its effect upon bodily bealth. 


BS 


It is a rank poison. and only persistent effort | eb-ry union meetin’ bi; de las’ ten yeahs, and believers. Bennett. 2 
will enable one to learn its use. In time the | rer'il see dat de Metodis? tried ter git away wit | 107 pho Bafo Bido. H- B, Brown, Haumbu 6 
system adapts itself to the innovation. justasjtide Presbyte danse. I'll hab hit said dat yer 108; SH Pisston. MOTE: 2 
would to thatof arsenic, and then it begins to | can’t pull de lamb’s wool ober my eyes.” 110. Invocation to the Universe. Bennett - 1 
Crave the stimulis, precisely as the constitu-| Here the congregation sang a hymn, and to | 111. Rəply to Selentific American, — "' 1 
tions of those who hav become slaves to strong | make a great effort toward coneilfation old | 112. Sentibie Sermon, Rev. M. J. Savage 4 

) 113. Cometo Jesus, Bennett 2 
tea or coffee crave their accustomed invigorat- | knock-kuced Len , the man wao used to make 114. Where was J: sus born? Preston 1i 
ors. Tobacco lowers the general tone of the | bresdtrays, prayed. 115. The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett 2 
whole phy dod and mental system. No man| ' Pl tell yer what Tl do," said the Methodist. m. qro Bunday Question, Pretor 3 
who uses it can be perfectly well and happy. |" I'll gin yer two, an’ we'll fling up & bench leg, | 117. Con ; 8 
The st irits will fee! depressed, and all natural | wot or dry, fur de udder one.” 118, TD OE, pen Ohris- ^ 
jubilance of pure. healthy, happy humanity| The Presbyterian agreed, but when he picked | 119. The Now Faith. Stoddard 8 
will be lost. Ho may think he foels well, but it} up a flat bench-leg and spit on it the Msthodist | 120. TAS ee dee m Hid Reviswors 19 
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is because he has forgotten woat real bealth is. | minister exclaimed: E The Groat Religions of the Wo. Bàn: 2 


“IT kicks agin sich perceedins’! Mr. Hawbush, 
Idoan pertieular Want any truek wid yor, bu: 
when I goes ter do decountin’ cf yer interfere 
den dar'l be a 'sturbanee !* 

“Lemmy tell yer," said Hawbush. gripping 
the bench leg. "Tli be dinged ef I'se ur gwine 


Then irs use predisposes to consumption and 
Cancer, aS well a8 many other diseases, It is 
always considered as a low and vu'gar habi:. 
Clergyman generaliy use it under protest, and 
foel criminal in doing so at all. for they know 
that thoy are considered 10 be gulces and lead. 
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E at natlon lik» curs should never smoke, f some.” 

cn+w, or drink. No tsacheror parent should be] "'Isegwineterhsb'hrse ob dese converts,” 
guilty of these habite, for they are leaders and | ex?luimcd Mr, G:eenlest, na he began to drag 
guides, and they canuot guide with a full heart | two cig er converts toward the door, “ Ketch 
ang earnest spirit unless thoy fret walk therein |a hols ch Sandy Jonəs, brudder Simmona" 
theae er 8, Ah Bleki l yelisdine prercher, x 


t 
toT Am wnn voo 


tna 


Truth Seeker Tracts 


188. Belence of the Bible, John afver, 
139. Massacre of St, Bartholemew. Preston 


bo HP ao 


140. Astro-Theol^gy 

141. Infidelity. H W. Beecher 

142 Synopsis of All Religions. E. L, Saxon 1 
143. Chang Wau Ho, Perkins 10 


144, "Fhe Com: tock Laws 1 

14s. If you take away my Religion, what will 
you giv me instead? Martin. 10 

146. Seymour Times’s Prayer 

147. Reply to The Index on Comstock Laws 

148, When did Paul Liv? Scholasticus 

149. Age of Shams 

160. The Liberty of Printing and Reply. 
hut and Wakeman 

151. Whatisthe Bibi? M. W.H. . 

152. A Ramarkable Book. R. W, Douglas 

153. Liberty and Morali'y. M. D. Conway 

154. HonHnisgonpes of Thomas Paine. David 

ruce 


SOIENTIFIO SERIES. 


1, Hereditary_Transmission. Prof. Louis 
Elsberg. M.D. 

2. Evolution; from the Homogeneous to the 
Heterogeneous. B. F, Underwood. 


n 
3, Darwinism. B, F, Underwood. 
Marvin. 


4, Literature of the Insane, F.R. 
5, Responsibility of Sex; Mrs. Ohase, 
$. Graduated Atmospheres. J. McCarroll, 
. 7. Death. Frederic R. Marvin. M.D. 
8 How do Marsupial Animals Propagate 
their kind? A.B. Bradford. 
9, TheUnseen World. Prof. John Fiske. 
10, TheEvolu‘ion Theory — Huxley’s Three 
Lectures. 

11. Is America the New World? L.L.Dawson. 
12. Evolution Teaches neither Atheism nor 
Materialism. R.S. Brigham, M.D.. 

18. Nibble at Mr. John. Fiske’s Crumb for 
the M-dern Symposium, 7 


Discount on one dollar’s worth 10 percent off; 
on two dollars’ worth. 20 off: on five dollars’ 
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As few oras many of any given kind may be 
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Cause and Remedy of the 
Present Financial Condi- 
tion of the Country. 


å lecture delivered at the Courthouse. Albion, 
New York. 


BY MRS, A. H. COLBY. 


10 cents. For sala, wholesale and retail, 


Price 
by D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth st.. N, Y. 


BULLION IN THE CAMPAIGN 
OF 1880; 
OR. 
SHYLOCK EN VERSE. 


A Pamphlet on the Issues in Finance. 


It wil be sent to any address on receipt of 
fifteen cents, or in lots of 10 or more. *t the rate 
of six cents each, Address, . A.B. BROWN, 

Worcester, M tas. 


Mrs. Besant’s Tracts. 
Prices Reduced. 
PRICE. 


Natural Religion vs, Revealed 
Religion, 
The Fruits of Christianity, 
Constructiv Rationalism, 
On Eternal Torture, 
Oa Prayer, 
The True Basis of Morality, 
The Gospel of Christianity and the 
Gospel of Freethought, 
is the Bible Endictable? 
s ALSO 
The Law of Population; Its 
Jonsequences aud its Bearings 
Upon Human Conduct and Morals, 
Marriage; As it Was, As it Is, and 
As it Should Be, ` 
The last two contain a fine steel-plate 
engraving of Mrs, Besant, 
There is no clearer, better writer in 
the English language. 


IN ADDITION. 


The Church and Education, 

On the Religious Education 
of Children, 

By 


ar Anqngaaan 


Government, 
Charles Moran, 


Sold at this office. 


An Essay. . 
10 


Six Lectures on Astronomv. 


By PROF. RICHARD A. PROOTOB, 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall. 
this city., in the winter of 1875-6, and were re- 

orted phonographically expressly for THE 

BUTH SEEKER b7 iss M. 8. Gonteharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever de- 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents. 


The titles of the Lectures are: 


I, Growth of Worlds 
Il. Life and Death of Worlds. 
HI. Other Worlds than Ours, 
IY. Ta goage han UIS. o Unt 
A reat Mysteries of the Universe, 
VI, Religien and Astronomy. 
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POCKET THEOLOGY. 
: BY 


VOLTAIRE. 


Translated from the French by Miss Ellen 
Carroll, The first time ever published in Eug- 
lish. The pamphlet contains nearly 500 of Vol- 
taire's sharp, terse, sareustic. sea' hing defini- 
tions of theologica avd ecolesiastioal subjecta, 
terme, and pograe. Thare is nothing In the 
Grid like {i Everybody ouzit ts kev a coy, 
dag Pelee. onjy S5 tants, ~ ~ f 
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Notes and Clippings. 


TRANSLATIONS of Mill. Spencer, and Darwin 
are common in Japan, where the " Origin of 
Species” has a large gale. D 


Eveny pastor in New Albany, Indiana, has 
preached a sermon declaring that the political 
campaign in that state was deplorably demoral- 
izing. ` 


How do those people who insist that the 
Ohristian gr&eoss —forgivness of course in- 
eluded—are dying out explain the phenomenon 
of the Emperor of Austria sending a congrat- 
ulatory telegram to Von Moltke on his birth- 

ay? bo a ` 


SPIBITUALISTS may count among the acoes.. 


sions to their ranks Prof. Hiram Oorson, of 
Cornell University, who wil! justly rank among 


the very first philologists in the country, He: 


believes that since his daughter's death he has 
on several occasions seen her materialized 
soirit. : 2 


WEATEYER turn affairs take in Ireland this 
fali and winter. it is a safe prediction that ten 
years from now the present land-ownership 
..ByBtàm-.*eiil be only an 


ugly mamory... de | 
lordism, as it has hitherto existed in the British 


islands, is going the way of feudalism. 


Fırry million bushels of wheat is a great 
year's yleld for asingle state, but Ohio reaches 
itthis year, and with two and a half millions 
more ontop. Thus far this promises to be the 
champion wheat score of the year, though Illi- 
heis and other rivals of Ohio are yet to get in 
their final statistics. 


Waar a commentary on the savage destruc- 
tion of war is furnished by the statement of 
Quartermaster-General Meigs, that in eighty 
national cemeteries there are buried the bodies 
of.147,495 men whose names are stili unknown! 
Of the known there are 170.997, and therefore 


nearly half these graves are of men of whose. 


identity every trace is gone. 


D. O. Iveson. of Oonnelsville, Pa., went to 
Scotland to look after an estate which he 
thought he might hav inherited, arrived there 
just in time to listen to positiv testimony that 
he was dead, got one hundred thousand dollars 
in aash as his inheritance, saw the perjurors 
sentenced to prison for twelve years, and re- 
turned home With the money. P 


Ever since his release from prison, in 1876, 
Adrian Gertier has figured as a pretended 
Roman Oatholio priest, imposing upon the 
clergy wherever he went, hearing confessions 
and even at times acting as pastor. As soon as 
exposed under one name be took another and 
continued his swindling. He is likely now to 
go to prison again at St. Louis, 


Tag Rev. Mr. Cox lodged one night in the 
restdence of brother Halley, at Ohatanooga, 
Tean. At daylight he presented himself at a. 
hotel in his night shirt, and sent a boy to buy a 
suit of clothes. He says that he walked into the 
street in a somnambulistic state. Halley said, 
however, that he kicked the visitor out, in con- 
sequence of his conduct toward Mrs. Halley, 


Vesuvius has broken out again and is erupt- 
{ng with something of his anclent vigor, to the 
great gratification, doubtless, of Prof. Palmieri 
and to the no less considerable alarm of the 
shareholders in the railway recently constructed 
upon his volcanic slopes. But streams of burn- 
ing lava and showers of scorlo are not the only 
perils with which the ascent of this maleficent 
old mountain 18 beset. . Gh es 


Prox, Buacgrg of Edinburgh University has 
made a speech to his students, in which he ad- 
voeated the study of at least two modern lan- 
guages and one ancient, as indispensable to 
culture. The study of one modern language 
ought tobe included im the master of art cur- 
riculum. It was foolish to spend one's energies 
on the subject ot” evolution out of an antedi- 
luvian rat, or the infinitesimal brain of a pre 
adamite ‘slater.’ " : 

Tug Harvard “Annex,” as the private ool- 
legiate instruction of women at Oambridge is 
called, has made its first annual report, The 
institution is not officially connected with the 
college, but the teaching is wholly by college 

{aatrustors. and is as Boarly as possible identi. 


cal with that of the same departments of the 
college, There hav been twenty-seven students, 
two of whom hav withdrawn, four hav taken 
the regular college examination for the fresh- 


[ man elass, and the rest hav only pursued spe- 


cial studies. 


TEE Rev. George Newbold ran a bakery while 
pastor of the Methodist church at Bartonville, 
Oanada, and further diversified his pursuits by 
forging checks. While serving a term of im- 
prisonment:for hig crimes, at Belleville, he 
made love to the warden’s wife, and on his re- 
lease eloped with her. On his wedding tour he 
*isited Mansfield. O,, and accidentally meeting 
the Rev. Mr. Gilroy, who had once denounced 
him, gave that gentleman a sound whipping. 
He is now to be prosecuted for bigamy because 
he has three wives. ; 


THE Rov. J. H. Gallahorn and a party of evan- 
gelists were conducting revival meetings at 
Hannibal, Mo. Perfect: happiness was their 
especial theme and their energies were directed 
to arousing true piety among church members. 
They were highly successful, and every even- 
ing they drew a crowded eongregation to the 
Academy of Music. Suddenly their mission 
was closed by the publication of a statement, 
signed by clergymen of several Western places 
where Gallahorn had. labored. that bo waaa 
‘grossly Immoral person. and had lately been 
exposed by achurch council. RENE" 

A SECTION of the German press Is at last be- 
ginning to admit that the annexation of Alsace- 
Lorraine was a blunder. and that it is another 
German Venetia. The immense sums sunk in 
extending the fortifications of Strasbourg and 
constructing new ones made a great gap inthe 
war indemnity, and now that it is exhausted 
their maintenance and that of the army of occu: 
pation weigh heavily on the already overbur- 
dened finances of theempire. The anniversary 
ofthe surrender of Strasbourg was the occasion 
of numerous articles favorableto restoring the 
territories wrested from France in exchange 
for & pecuniary equivalent. : 


THERB are in Russia about five hundred con- 
vents.sheltering over ten thousand monks and 
nung, the latter being one-third ef the total 
number of religious. As a rule,the brothers 
and sisters do not work at all for all their 
wants are amply supplied by the pilgrims, who 
are exclusivly peasants and merchants. More- 
over. the monasteries from olden times possess 
a large quantity of fertil land. which they 
usually giv to the peasants for cultivation on 
the condition that the third of the whole crop 
shall belong tothe convent. Itis obvious that 
these modern Levites are more exacting than 
the ancient ones, who were satisfied With a tithe. 


Ina recent letter Mr. Ruskin expresses the 
opinion that the theater should be educational 
andnotcommercial. " Meantime, the one thing 
I hav to say mainly ig that the idea of making 
money by a theater and making it educational 
at the same time 18 utterly to be got out of peo- 
ple’s heads. You don’t make money ont of a 
ship of the line, nor should you out of a church, 
nor should you out of a college, nor should you 
out ofa theater. Pay your ship's officers, your 
church officers, your college tutors, and your 
stage tutors what will honorably maintain 
them. Let there be no starring en the stage 
boards more than on the deck, but the broad- 
‘side well delivered.” i 


À CLERGYMAN in the west of England givs his 
experience of a tricycle as a means of locomo- 
tion in large country parishes. He says: " My 


first journey was ten miles, the third forty-two, 


asross-Devon into Cornwall. I hav traveled 
‘about 800 miles by this time on pleasure trips 
in North Wales and laterly in Darbyshire, on 
my work of deputation for the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, and hav found ita 
great comfort and pleasure. From seven to 
eight miles an hour is my speed, and I oan do 
fifty miles per day. I ean ride up any hill 
almost. I carry my portmanteau with nie, and 
earried my boy. aged 13, behind me for thirty- 
four miles once. If I were in a country place 
and wished to saye a horse I shouid do so by 
keeping atrioyole. It wants no grooming, no 
corn, no tax, no gates, You can leave it atthe 
door of a cottage and want no one to hold it; 
and, better than all, it has done my health 
(which was shattered abroad) more good than 
allthe physic I hav swallowed, so I cordially 
recommend it to olergymen," > 


lare veiled in clouds as yet impenetrable,” 


THE law which sends & man to the gibbet 
Gught to adopt some means of preventing his Events of the Week. 
making the show he plays so ghastly a partin 
more disgusting than it naturally is, A Texan 
butcher, on the scaffold. spentanhourharangu-{ Two leading Nihilists were hanged at Bt. 
ing his audience and inviting them to share petersburg the other day. 
grace with him and meet him in heaven. When | " w : 
he made a point which particularly tickled his! GOVYERNOB WrLLrAMS of Indlana died on the 
hearers’ inteliectual palates they saluted it 20th.. He leaves a good record. 
with mild but pronounced applause. Ifaman| Tue slave trade in Egypt ia growing to great- 
domenus leave to, executo a rong anq dance er proportions than ever before, 
on the drop, or recite the ‘Heathen Ohinee' 
with the halter at his throat, the request would | Milone o eh Ome 
be denied without hesitation. Neither ofthose, ` : I 
performances Would be more unreasonable nor 
nearly as sickening as the galiows cant is. 


A oLD wave struck this city a few days ago 
and ulsters hav been in demand ever since. 


‘How, asks the Popular Science Monthly inan! THE activity of Mount Vesuvius increases, 
article on the * Future of the Universe," isthe Lava flows freely on the sidetoward Naples. 
heat of the sun maintained? How long has it 
lasted already? Are thereany signs of increase 
or diminution? After affirming that, in the | 
présent sta'e of science, only somewhat vague | the case. 
and unsatisfactory results are possible, Prof.; IT is asserted that several thousand rifles 
Young holds that.so far as observation goes,! were secretly shipped recently from Italy to 
we can only say that the outpouring of the so. Ireland. ' 
lar heat, amazing ag itis. appears to hav thu | A LARGE steamer, name unknown, was re- 


A oLEEGYMAN has disappeared from Norwich. 
Oonn. Strange to say, there is no woman in 


on unchanged through all the centuries of hu- 
man history. The author thinks that there is | Sonar UEM on:tha Walshcoast: AN hands 


some truth jn each of the two theories which 


Y been proposed to account ror me suns re, | A vacnans -mho ppoaks neveu Iun uuwes IU 
As:to the first; the impact of meteoric matter, it | ently was recently committed to the workhouse 
is qnite oértain that solar heat is thus pro- |in this city, 
duced ; but the question is whether the supply] Tueship Europa, from thie port for Barbae- 
of meteoric matter is sufficient to account for | does. was lost in a recent hurricane. All hands 
any great proportion of the whole. After giv- | were drowned, 
lag Air gen nd a aano of p ue Persians are destroying many Kurdish 
each of the planets felling into the sun from its villages, in retaliation for raids made some 
present orbit, by which it appears that Jupiter | 1229 ago by the Kurds. 
would maintain the sun's present expenditure} Tue Erie and Oswego canals. in the western 
of energy for 33.264 years, and Mercury for six | part of this state, are closed by the ice, Seven 
Mosi and 219 Joya ana that the collapse of all | hundred boats are frozan in, 
the planets upon the sun would generate suffi- 
cient heat to maintain its supply for nearly E a narh th ely 

seconded by the Secretary of War, ` 


46,000 years ; and after estimating that matter 
Tue exodus of Chinese from Oalifornia con- 


equal to only about one-hundredth part 
of the mass of the earth. falling annually 

tinues. Many are returning to Ohina, while 
others are scattering througn the country. 


upon the solar surface, Would maintain its 
radiation indefinitly, Prof. Young thinks it 

A. B, MEAOHAM, the U'e Commissioner. has 
been arrested at Denver, Col. as accessory to 


improbable, from astronomical reasons, that 
any such quantity of matter can be supposed 
themurder of a man recently killed by the Utes. 


to reach the sun. So large a quantity of mat- 
ter would necessitate a vastly greater quantity 
circnlating around the sun, between it and 
the planet Mercury. But if there were near 
the sun meteoric matter equaling. for example, 
the mass of the earth. it ought to produce 
an observable effect on the motions of Mer- 
eury, and no such effect has yet been detected. 
Astronomers, therefore, falling to find a full 
explanation of the cause of solar energy in this 
hypothesis, hav adopted a second one, which 
is that the sun’s diameter is slowly contracting, 
and that the gaseous mass is gradually liquefy- 
ing and becoming solid. The conclusion is 
drawn that if this theory be correct there must 
aome atime when there will be no solar heat, 
as there has also been a time when it began. 
How far forward is the end? how far backward 
the beginning? Newcomb is authority for the 
statement that with its present radiation the 
sun Will shrink to half its present diameter in 
about five million: years. Reduced to this size, 
and eight times as dense as now, it would cease 
to be mainly gaseous, and its temperature 
Would begin to fall, Hence Newcomb assigns 
asthe term during which the sun can supply 
heat enough to support life on the earth, as we 
know life, a period of ten million years. The 
writer somewhat more confidently casts his eye 
backward, and concludes that the sun cannot 
hav been emitting heatat the present rate for 
more than eighteen million years if its heat has 
been generated in the manner described. If 
the sun has contracted from a diameter even 
many timés larger than that of Neptune’s orbit 
to its present dimensions. a3 is probably true 
in the main, "we are inexorably shut up to 
the conclusion that the total life of the solar 
system, from its birth to ita death, is included 
in some such space of time as thirty millions of 
years ; no reasonable allowance for the fall of 
meteoric matter,” eto, " could rajse it to sixty 
millions.” The possibility of collision with 
wandering stars, and the suggestion of ways 
ag yet uncanoeived of for restoring wasted en- 
ergy, are followed by the statement that “the 
presen: order of things &ppears to belimited in 
either direction by terminal catastrophes which 


A BROOKLYN Woman has recovered two thou- 
Band dollars damages from another woman 
wüo had robbed her of her husband's affec- 
tions. . 


Tur British steamer Mildred, from New York 
for Marsailles. foundered. not long since. in 
mid-ocean. The crew. twenty-three in number. 
were drowned. 


A conoNr in Karsas are making preparations 
for a raid on the Indian territory. They hay 
petitioned the President and Oongress not to 
interfere with them. j 


THE fishermen and &ame-constables at Onel- 
da Lake are at loggerheads, and bloodshed may 
result, The fishermen are armed, and defy the 
constables to enforce the game laws. 


Fovn couples, all of whom were forbidden to 
marry by their parents, recently eloped at one 
time from Vincent, N.-O,. and had the matrimo- 
nial knot tied in a nelghboring town. 


AN immense iron weir, several hundred feet 
long, is soon to be built on the Loug Island 
coast, whioh it is expected will trao flah enough 
to supply this city and adjacent towns. 


AN enterprising theatrical manager of this 
eity has imported a troupe of Hindoo actors 
and actresses. presumably to run opposition to 
the Passion play at a rival place of amusement. 


A conony has heen formed in this city to settle 
in Tennessee, near the new English colony of 
Rugby. Mrs. Elizabeth Thomoson. the Liberal 
philanthropist, 13 interested in the organiza- 
tion of the colony. 


TEE committee charged with the selection of 
asite for the Wcrld's Fair of 1883 hav agreed 
upon Central Park as the most convenient 
place. Much opposition to the use of the Park 
for that purpose is manifested. 


BIR ALEXANDER OooERURN, Lord Ohief Jus- 
tice of the Ovurt of Qieen’s Bench. died sud- 
denly of heart disease in London on the 20th, 
‘He took an important part in the Alabama ars 
pitration between England and this country, 
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NEW YORK,SATURDAY,NOVEMBER 27, 1880, 


Letter from Europe.—No. 14. 
THE CHURCHES OF ROME, 


Roms, Oct. 1, 1880. 

My Dear Frienps: There is so much to be told 
you about this city that I hardly know where to 
begin. Here are mauy palaces filled with works of 
art of the highest merit; many villas most worthy of 
mention; many galleries and museums overflowing 
with paintings, statuary, antiquities, and curiosities; 
many features of the city interesting to know abont; 
but I cannot do justice to all of them in one letter. 
As places of worsbip attract me lately, I will in this 
letter talk about the churches of this city. 

Last Sunday morning, feeling more religious than 
usual, I resolved I would go to church and mingle 


with the godly in this very godly city. But where |. 


should I go? It required but a very short time to 
decide. Tt should be St. Peter's, at the Vatican, the 
largest and richest church in all Christendom. So I 
started out with a sober countenance and with as 
many saintly airs as could be expected of an Ameri- 
can Infidel so far from home, 

I was somewhat surprised to find so many stores 
open and such a great number of Christian people 
acting as though they considered Sunday just as 
good as any other day, Hundreds of stores were 
not only open, but pedlers aud hawkers were lustily 
crying their wares on the streets, I marveled that 
in tho otornal city whara TIahveh has a vieegerant to 
attend to his business such desecration should be 
allowed, i 

St, Peter’s is on the west side of the muddy Tiber, 
and near the border of the city. Itis fronted by a 
rather poor class of buildings. The Piazza San Pie- 
tro, the largest in the city, is nearly surrounded by 
an imposing circular colonnade, and in the center 
are a large Egyptian obelisk and two fine fountains, 
which were playing away that pleasant morning 
as though it is not wicked for water to run on San- 
day. The two halves of the colonnade which flank the 
piazza, which must be some four hundred feet in 
diameter, have 284 columns and 88 equare buttresses. 
On the cornices are the statues, larger than life size, 
of 126 saints. On. the facade of the church are the 
statues of Jesus and the twelve apostles. At one 
corner of a flight of stone steps, perhaps 150 feet in 
length, leading up to the sacred edifice is a colossal 
statue of St. Pater holding the key of heaven in his 
hand and wearing a serious expression on his counte- 
nance, At the opposite corner is a similar marble 
statue meant for St. Paul, but itis much larger and 
finer-looking than Paul is represented to have been. 
I passed close beside St. Peter and said * Good 
morning ” to him, but he paid no attention to it. I 
was neither disappointed nor offended. 

The obelisk is eighty-three feet high and weighs 
500 tons. It once stood in the circus of Nero, which 
occupied the site where the church now stands. It 
was brought from Heliopolis in Egypt. There are 
six or eight obelisks in the city, and this is the only 
one that has not been overthrown. Of course it is 
surmounted by the cross, and that makes it a good 
Christian institution, 

The piazza, with all its surroundings, presents a 
most magnificent appearance, and it ought to, for 
the colonuades, the statues, the fountains, and the 
pavement cost a sum of money equal to $1,000,000. 

On this ground, it is said, Nero showed cruelty to 
Christians, and 8t. Peter here suffered martyrdom, 
It is claimed that the original edifice on this ground 
was founded by Constantine, and was erected in the 
form of a basilica, with nave, double aisles, and 
transept. It is also claimed that in the year 800, at 
Christmas, Charlemagne there received the Roman 
imperial crown from the hands of Pope Leo IlI., and 
numerous emperors and popes were subsequently 
crowned there. In the course of time, however, the 
edifice became so much damaged that Pope Nicholas 
V. determined to rebuild it, and in 1450 made some 
beginning. Half a century later Julius II. resumed 
the tardy operation. The original design of the 
architect Bramante was a Greek cross, surmounted 
by adome in the center. Under Leo X. Raphael 
deviated from this design by substituting a Latin 


|square feet. 
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‘port it; and the four great vaults of the nave, tran- 


including the. walls, 640 feet. 
feet. Hight to the top of the cross on the dome, 
448 feet. Its principal front is 380 feet wide, and 
148 feet high, There are three principal doors, and 
two lesser ones, all of bronze, covered with bas- 
reliefs. These open into the vestibule, and cor- 
responding with them are the same number opening 
into the church proper. One of them, the Porta 
Santa, is opened only on the jubilee, every twenty- 
five years. It will next be opened in 1890. The 
vestibule is 470 feet long, by 50 deep, and has eques- 
trian statues of Constantine and Charlemagne. Upon 
entering it one is overwhelmed with its magnitude 
and magnificence. s NC 

The mind enlarges as the eye becomes familiar 
with the details, when, as Byron said :. 

* The mind, 
Expanded by the genius of the spot, 
Hath grown colossal,” 

Its immensity and its richness are most impressive 
features, The interior is wholly lined’ with the 
finest polished marbles of a great number of varie- 
ties, the gloss of which has a wonderful effect. The 
floor is also polished marble, and composed of thou- 
sands of pieces fitted together in figures with the 
greatest skill. Everything is large and in proportion 
to the honse. The two not large looking cherubs 
whioh hold the holy water basin ara mix feet high 
and other figures are in proportion. The angels an 
other statues on the corners of the arches and the 


capitals of the pillars sit very carelessly, with their| XIV. 


legs hanging over, as though they did not care how 
much they showed them. 


The pen of St. Mark in the great dome isfive féet | 


long, yetit only looks to be about the right size for 
aqnillpen. This dome and the ten smaller cupolas 
in the aisles and transept afford sufficient light. 
There are no stained glaes windows. _ 

There are three aisles; the middle one being 
eighty feet broad and one hundred and forty-three 
feet high to the top of the vault, which is enriched 


by sunken paneling, gilding, and figures, copied from |: 


the pagan Temple of Peace. Four arches, forty feet 
wide, run down each side of the aisles, with piers 
faced by pilasters and nicbes, medallions, and arms 
of the different popes. Two statues representing 
Virtues over the round of each arch are fifteen feet 
high. 

Mendelssohn thus speaks of this edifice: “The 
building surpasses all power of description. It ap- 
pears to me like some great work of nature—a 
forest, a mass of rocks, or something similar, for I 
never can realize the idea that it is the work of 
man. You strive to distinguish the ceiling as little 
as the canopy of heaven. You lose your way in St. 
Peter's; you take a walk in it and ramble till you 
are quite tired. When divine service is performed 
and chanted there you are not aware of it till you 
come quite close. The angels in the baptistry are 
monstrous giants; the doves colossal birds of prey. 
You lose all idea of measurement with the eye, or 
proportion ; and yet who does not feel his heart 
expand when standing under the dome and looking 
up at it? I went to the very farthest end, whence 
there was indeed a wonderful coup d'œil, When 
the music commences, the sounds do not reach you 
for a long time, and echo and float in the vast 
space so that the most singularand vague harmo- 
nies are borne toward you.” ae 

The great cupola is double, with a staircase be- 
tween the inner and outer shell, for ascending it. 
The diameter of this * vast and wondrous dome? is 
188 feet, the hight 195 feet. From the marble 
pavement to the top of the round inside is- 333 feet 
or 412 clear to the highest point. Around it is the 


text, Ze es Petrus, et super hanc Petram,” eto., | 


each letter being the hight of a man. . It is adorned 
with saints in mosaic and is lighted from above and 
from the altar below. In the sanctum is the 
mosaic of God himself, the veritable Jahveh of 


whom we have heard so much, but of whom nothing |. 
Says Furgusson, “ There is a simplicity 
and grandeur about the roof of the nave which goes 


is known. 


for a Greek arosa, Raphael had charge of the| far to redeem the bad taste of the arches which sup- 


septs, and choir, opening into a dome of the dimen- 


|giong.and beauty of proportion of that of St. Peter's, 

|form together-one of the most sublime architec. 
{tural conceptions that, the world has ever seen, and 

tone worthy of the principal temple of the Christian 
religion? ==> rS 

- „Seven steps lead to the high altar, which is eighty- 


six feet high, under a bronze canopy, or baldacchino, 
on spiral columns one-hundred feet high, made from 
metal taken from the Pantheon, the gilding of which 
alone cost $40,000, Under the high altar is the tomb 


Jof St. Peter, a wide staircase descending to it. Here 
|the bones of the saint are said. to be buried, as well 
[as those of St. Paul. 


l Nine lamps are always burn- 
ing around the tomb, I counted one hundred and 


twenty-four burning lamps. It cannot be said that 
jthe bones of the saints are not sufficiently provided 


with lamp oil. On Good Friday the church ig dark- 


'ened and ‘but’ a few of the lamps around: the tomb 


are allowed to burn. The effect is said to be unique. 
Near the last pier of the aisle on the right is a 
statue of St. Peter, said to be the work of the fifth 
century, but it is most likely to be nearer.the fifth 
century before Christ, for it is stoutly claimed that, 
it is a statue of Jupiter, re-christened Peter, At all 
events, his-foot has been kissed so much that it is 
nearly worn away. The Pope kisses it every Friday 
in Lent, Poe ad : 

It is claimed that 135 popes are buried in St, 
Peter’s, and the ornaments in mosaic, marble, and 
bronze in the chapels of this great temple are almost 
endless, Many of the mosaics, which are. so well 
done as to look like paintinge, are copied from the 
originals in the Vatican, the cost of each being $30,- 
000, Inscriptions of the names of the popes, their 


-age, time of death, etc., are in large marble tablets 


over their tomba, or on the wall above. etm 
Beginning at the right of the entrance, the chap- 


-jels, altars, and objects of notice may be briefly. 


stated. as follows : l ; 

First chapel. M. Angelo’s celebrated marble 
group of the Virgin holding the dead Christ on her 
knees, called a Pieta. 

. Crucifix chapel. A fine fresco called the triumph 
of the cross. Also monuments of Leo XII, and 
Queen Christina of Sweden. : ae 

Sebastian chapel. A fine mosaic of the martyr- 
dom of St. Sebastian. Also tombs of Innocent XII. 
and the famous Countess Matilda,  . "RM d 

Sacrament chapel. A fresco of the Trinity and 
of the descent from the cross, tomb of Sixtus 1V., 
Julius IL, monuments of Popes Gregory XIII and 
Madonna, or Gregory chapel. Tomb of Grego 
Xvi.vihard s iic 

St. Jerome chapel. Mosaic of the communion of 
St. Jerome. 

St. Basil chapel. The tomb of Benedict XIV... . 

St. Wenceslau's chapel in the north transept. 

St. Proceesus chapel, A mosaic of the martyrdom 
of Sts. Processus and Maitiniano, 

St. Erasmus chapel. The martyrdom of St. Eras- 
mus. - 7: Í 
Navicella chapel. Bark of St. Peter ; tomb of 
Clement XIII., with allegorical figures of Religion 
and Genius ; also two lions, the sculpture of which 
occupied Canova eight years. 

St. Michael's chapel. Guido’s St. Michael the 
archangel. ` ees 

St. Petronella chapel. A very fine mosaic of St. 
Petronella and the tomb of Clement X. m 

Ste. Peter and Tabitha chapel. A fine mosaic by 


 Costanzi, 


_ Upper end of the church. Angelo’s Tribuné of 
St. Peter; the gilt bronze chair of St. Peter, enclos- 
ing a more ancient wooden chair supported by. 
four doctors of the church, The tomb of Paul 
II., with a bronze of the Pope and marble figures 
of Justice and Prudence. The former was naked 
at first, and was so much admired that Bernini was 
employed to furnish her with a decent robe; tomb. 
of Urban VIIL, with figures of Justice and Charity. 

Sis. Peter and John’s chapel. A mosaic of the 
cure of the cripple, and tomb of Alexander VII. 
we a gilt copper statue, Vanni’s Simon Magus, on 
slate.. l 

St. Thomas’ chapel. A mosaic of the unbelief of 
Thomas, Ananias, and Sapphiia. l 

St. Peter's chapel. Crucifixion of St. Peter, 

St. Leo chapel. Bas-reliefs of Attila. 

The Virgin chapel. The blessed Virgin. 

St. Francis’ chapel, St. Francis. 

Sts. Peter and. Andrew chapel. 
Sacristy. 

Transfiguration chapel. A mosaic copy of Ra- 
phael’s transfiguration. m 

Gregory the Great chapel. A mosaic of the mir- 
acle of St. Gregory; tombs of Pius VIL, Innocent 
IX., and Leo XI; figures of Strength and Wisdom. 

PARET chapel, slot Py Della Porta’s gilt bronze. 

ate. A mosaic of the conception, tom i 
VIII. and Innocent VIII. CHA i 

Presentation chapel. Several mosaics.” 

Stuart tombs. Erected at the cost of George IV. 
of Kogland, including the Pretender, styled J ames 
IIL, and his two sons, the chevalier, Obarles IIT. and 


Opposite - the 


ee 


_ Stuarts; and the seal ring of the last pope, a new 


....and-all..-. 
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Cardinal York, Henry XI. Executed by Canova. 
They were naked figures at first, but were covered 
in 1850. Tomb of the chevalier’s widow, Maria 
Sobieski, countess of Albany. es 

Baptistry. Three mosaics, A porphyry vase 
font. Here are several very remarkable relics, 
among which may be named the column claimed to 
be from the temple in Jerusalem against which Jesus 
leaned when he was teaching. This is kept locked 
behind a railing. A part of the true crosa; the spear 
which pierced Jesus’ side ; the head of St, Andrew. 
His ribs are in one of the churches of St. Mary; 
his leg is at the church of the saints and apostles, 
Thus poor Andrew is pretty extensively scattered, 
In the baptistry is also that celebrated handkerchief 
of St. Veronica, on which the likeness of Jesus was 
photographed when he wiped his face with it. This 
is only shown to the faithful once a year, in Holy 
Week, and then it is held at such a distance that 
nothing more can be discovered than though it 
were a piece of a shirt, Bat it answers all purposes. . 
The faithful leok upon it with great veneration. 

The Sacristy was built under Pius VL, in 1776, 
aud.is in three parts, and a rich passage leads to it 
from the church. At the entrance are statues of St. i 
Andrew, St. Peter, and St. Paul. In the middle 
room are paintings of the Virgin and numerous 
saints; in the chapter room are old frescoes and three 
paintings by Giotto. The richly-carved wooden 
presses are full of rich robes, vestments, altar-cloths, 
plate, etc., among which are Charlemagne’s corona- ` 
tion robe, crucifixes, salvers, and cups, given by the 


one being made for each. : 

The crypt comprises the Grotte Vecchie. and 
Naove (uuder the dome), in a space of eleven feet 
high between the pavements of the old and new 
church ; the Grotte Vaticane, to which women: are 
not admitted, and four chapels corresponding with 
the four great piers of the dome, adorned with 
mosaics. Here are tombs of O:ho IL, Charlotte II. of 
Jerusalem and Cyprus, Christina of Sweden, Adrian 
IV., Boniface VIII., Nicholas V., Urban VL, Pius 
IL, and an ancient carved sarcophagus of Bassus, 
prefect of Rome, who died in 359. 

The tombs of the popes and others are very elab- 
orate in artistic work, and must have cost thousands 
of dollars each. Most of the altars have heavy 
marble railings in front, carved with great skill, and 
all highly polished, nave, banisters, ornamentations 


Something should also be said of the exterior of 
this edifice, The west end is 162 feet high, com- 
posed of a gigantic order of Corinthian pilasters 
108 feet high on a base of 15 feet, with an attic of 
39 feet. The acanthus leaves of the capitals are 
seven feet high. This order is repeated all around 
the building. There are 748 columns and pilasters 
inside and outside, and the edifice contains 390 
statues. It is asserted that the stone and masonry 
of the foundation below the surface of the earth 
equals what is above. 

The ascent of the dome is made by three galleries 
of 142 steps inside the cupola, between the outer and 
inner walls, twenty feet apart. The bronze ball at 
the top holds six persons at a time, being seven and 
a half feet in diameter. . The cross is thirteen feet 
high. In.1750 two Spanish monks were up there. 
during the shock of an earthquake, and one of them 
died from sheer fright. 

At the west end, on the north side of the altar, are 
slabs in the wall commemorating the decree of De- 
cember 8, 1854, when the new dogma of the immac- 
ulate conception was proclaimed to satisfy the 
superstitions and longings of the Catholic world, 
with the names of the prelates who were present, 
Father Passaglia, a learned Jesuit, who was delegated 
to write in defense of the new dogma, is the same 
who, having since written against the temporal 
power of the pope, had his papers seized by the In- 
quisition, but fortunately made his escape from 
Rome in time, by the help of rome English friends, 
and afterward took up his residence at Turin, where 
he published a paper which circulated among some 
ten or twelve thousand priests opposed to the tem- 
poral power. But one or two hundred years ago, 
for the same offense, he would have been hunted 
down and his life taken. | 

Here also the ceremony of the canonization of the 
twenty-seven martyrs who were put to death in 
Japan in 1597 was attended by nearly three hundred 
cardinals and prelates, and three thousand clergy, 
in 1862, on Whit-Sunday. The expense of the 
ceremony, which amounted to nearly $50,000, was 
borne by the Franciscans, to which order the mur- 
dered belonged; it included 57,000 lbs of wax can- 
dles for illuminating the church. Medals were struck 
on which Religion, with the cross, palm, tiara, and 
keys, looks to twenty-seven stars in the heavens, 
with the motto, Sanctorum mater quos dat nova 
aidera coelo, The church was decorated in tawdry 
atyle, having the pilastera covered with paper of 
different colors, and the arches with silk and velvet, 
and heavy with extemporized frescoes of the suffer- 
ings of the martyrs. Pasquin said of this display of 
upholstery that the pope was to leave and had 
already packed up St. Peter's, 


- Orate pro nobis.” 


At the time of the canonization the procurator 
kneeled before the pope, entreating him earnestly — 
instantly—to comply with the wishes of the church 
and canonize the martyrs, but the intimation from 
above—the revelation from the Holy Ghost—had 
not yet been received. Dr. Wordsworth describes 
the event in this way : “They must pray again for 
it. "The procurator must again kneel before the 
pope and reiterate his entreaty, earnestly and more 
earnestly—instanter et instantius. But still the 
petition is not. granted ; he must wait longer and 
must pray again. Then the pontiff himself invokes 
the Holy Spirit; he intones, Veni Creator Spiritus. 
The procurator repeated his petition for the third 
time, earnestly, more earnestly, and most earnestl y— 
instanter, instantius, et instantessime—that the 
martyrs may be enrolled by the pope in the cata- 
logue of the saints, and venerated as such by all the 
faithful of Christ. Then at length the Roman 
pontiff, having his mitre on his head and sitting on 
his throne at the west end of the church, with long 
lines of cardinals, archbishops, and bishops ranged 
on his right hand and on his left, pronounced in 
Latin the memorable words which constituted those 
twenty-seven murdered. Franciscan monks as real 
and true saints of the canon. He then struck up 
the Te Deum, and after it was completed he, with- 
out. scruple, prayed to those he had just made saints, 

Many singular performances have taken place in 
St. Peter’s in the name of the religion of Jesus 
which, to your irreligious minds, would seem su- 
premelv ridiculous. Many times has the edifice been 
illuminated at night, outside and in, in the most 
elaborate manner, and at an expense of large sums 
of money. This has taken place more particularly 
on Easter Sunday and the festival of Corpus Christi 
(body of Christ), but I will not detain you to listen 
to a recital of them. 

But perhaps I ought to finish what I set out to 
tell you of my attending divine worship there last 
Sunday. I was very busy looking at the magnifi- 
cence of the structure, and thinking how much it 
surpassed anything I had seen in all the cathedrals 
and churches I have visited, when the peals of the 
organ and the singing of the choir broke pleasantly 
upon my ears, coming from the grand chapel of the 
Sacred Heart. I immediately made steps in that 
direction and perceived at once that worship was 
being performed. Some dozen candles, eight or ten 


{foot-tall; ineluding the Candlesticks, were burning 


on the altar, and six venerable priests were officiat- 
ing before the altar and going through more cere- 
monies and queer performances than you can im- 
agine, and eight and forty more priests were sitting 
in seats on either side of the chapel, a room large 
enough to hold eight hundred people. The priests 
all had a white thin garment over their black gowns, 
which may be called an overshirt with short flaps 
and a fringe on the lower edge. Three or fonr of 
those before the altar, in addition to the overshirts, 
wore à white blanket coming down before and be- 
hind nearly to their feet, with figures in gold, and a 
cross, also of gold, on the back. These blankets, 
the technical name of which perhaps is stole, were of 
a light color. The priests were nearly all gray- 
headed men, and one clder than the rest seemed to 
be master of ceremonies. Another often would take 
a turn and let the first one rest. A good share of 
the performance consisted in chanting Latin out of 
a very large book, called a missal, I think; and after 
the most officious priest had chanted a few sen- 
tences, the choir,up by the organ, consisting of 
some fifteen men, would come in with a rousing 
chorus, or repetition, and in most splendid style ; 
and so they took turns, first the old priest, and then 
the choir, just as though they were trying to see 
which could excel. I must say I liked the choir 
music much the best. Their singing was excellent, 
and the organ was sonorous and powerful. I be- 
lieve, however, I should have esteemed the music 


-bigher had I not detected the leader and the so- 


prano, between pieces, crowding snuff up their noses 
at a fearful rate. Yes, I eaid soprano, for you must 
understand that though the choir was all masculine 


‘individuals, they had very good soprano singing, 


and the voices seemed to reach the highest notes. 

I cannot understand why our Roman brethren 
allow no female singers in their choirs. Christians 
who have generously placed a woman among their 
gods ought surely to let women help do the singing. 
Bat they don’t do it. The women are permitted to 
confess to the priests, to give them all the money 
they can raise, and to cross themselves with holy 
water, burn blessed candles, aud once in a while 
have a taste of the consecrated wafers—which by 
the process of transubatantiation become actually 
the body of Christ. Yes,they may do all these 
things, but they must take very litile other part in 


have been in Europe, but Í believe I have seen hun- 
dreds of thousands standing on their knees on the 
stone pavement, half an hour together, while the 


priests chanted the Latin. Ido not like that sort 
of religion. The women ought to have an equal 


share with the meg in the honors aa well as in the 


menial parts. 
churches in America, but I have not seen it in Italy, 
though the Italian women surpass the world at 


an hour or more. 
single file before the altar, one directly behind the 
other, and then they would spread around, dropping 
on one knee every time they passed. before the cen- 
ter of the altar. 
about and hold up his hands and look extremely sel- 
emn. 
the big book from one side of the altar and place it. 
on the other. side. After a while a book rack was 
brought out and placed some ten feet in front of the 
altar; the book was placed upon it, and then another 
priest read and chanted out of it for a few minutes, 
when, as though it was not light enough with the 
bright sun pouring right into the room, six more 
priests came from a private door, each bringing a tall 
lighted candle, and marched around like soldiers in 
certain military evolutions. Next, as though one of 
the old priests that had the blankets on was not 
warm enough, an extra blanket was brought forth 
and placed over the one already worn. ‘This addi- 
tional blanket had alarge golden sun sending ont 
rays, big enough to cover his whole back. This 
seemed to impart new courage to the priest, and he 
chanted more vigorously than ever. 
peared to tire, another took it up and chanted for 
awhile. 


conducting the ceremonies of worsbip. I think I 
have seen no women singing in the choirs since I 


I think women sing in Catholic 


Singing. 


The priests kept up these senseless ceremonies for 
Sometimes they would stand in 


Often one of them would face 


Then one of the supernumeraries would take 


When he ap- 


e. Aud then three of the priests that had the 
white blankets on seemed to need reat, so they sat 


down in- three pontifical-looking chairs with tall 
backs, and behind each chair stood an attendant, 


who dexterously caught the ends of the long white 
blankets and placed them over the back of the chair 


so that they hung smoothly. Soon the choir came 
in again, with a fine burst of music, the basso and 
male soprano especially distinguishing themselves. 
After the three priests had rested ten minutes.or so 


they all got up and resumed their chanting. 
A little lagon of wine was brought out, and some 


poured into a tall glass or geblet; then the priest 


with two blankets made motions over the wipe, said 
some Latin words to it, held it up before the Virgin 
nearly as high as he could reach, and then turned 


around toward the audience. : I watched closely to 


see if it was going to be passed around, but it was 
not; the priest drank it himself, and none of the 
rest of us got any. 


L- Suun-ufver this the omvuke-pot; Eimean the censer, ~ 


was brought forth, and it was in good condition fox 
service. One of the priests took it and swung it 
around as though he enjoyed the exercise, and let 
the holy smoke go over the altar, over the image of 
the dead Jesus, and over the picture of the Virgin, 
and over the tall candles, and then be went to the 
seats where the sight and forty priests were quietly 
sitting and smoked them, a row at a time, and they 
bowed very gracefully as a token of acknowledg- 
ment for the smoke. This of course took some lit- 
tle time, and I think the choir were doing some good 
singing. Next, another priest who had before taken 
but little share in the exercises stood before the 
altar, and the priest who had been ministering went 
to him and seemed to impart something to him. It 
might have been blessing, or unction, or a little 
bit of the Holy Ghost, but I could not help think- 
ing of the play of “button, button, who’s got the 
hutton,” which I used to play half a century ago. 
One priest imparted what seemed to be some thing 
to the other, whereupon the second went to the end 
of one of the long benches on which the eight and 
forty priests were seated, and imparted to the one 
at the end what he had received, and the last turned 
and gave it to his next neighbor, and he to the next, 
and so on till all the rows and all the individuals 
were served; the giving and receiving was :per- 
formed until all had been served with the mysterious 
something or nothing, whatever it was, but probably 
the latter. i 

. At this juncture the choir took off their overshirts 
and. filed out, and all the priests about the altar be- 
took themselves to their private apartments. But 
the eight and forty priests sitting on the seats, who 
had hitherto taken but small share in the worship, 
began by singing and chanting short sentences in 
Latin. Four and twenty priests, sitting on one side, 
would sing a sentence of a dozen or more eyllables, 
when the four and twenty (priests sitting on the 
other side would repeat what seemed to be the same, 
but in a somewhat modified tone, This went on for 
some fifteen minutes, and began to grow a little 
monotonous, when the chanting was changed, and 
they seemed to hold a sort of dialogue, one side 
chanting something and the other replying. They 
had good voices, and they sang londly. Ore old 
priest, over six feet tall, had a most powerful base 
voice, and he let it out very freely. In fact, he was 
so tremendous with his deep, heavy tones that I 
watched him rather intently, and it seemed to annoy 
him, for I saw him whispering to his next neighbor 
as though he did not like it. At length they fin- 


ished, and the last amen was sounded (thea in amen 

sounded ah), and they left the chapel, and soon tha 

metal doors were closed and locked, I was agaiu 
(Continued om page THB ) E 
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Editorial. 


The New Liberal Leagu 


RICHMOND, IND. 
Dean TRUTH SEEKER: I can indorse and co-cperste with 
Any new movement calcula'ed to advance the Lib: ra] cause, 
but wh: ther the recent ente: prise set on foot by Ingersoll, 


Green & Qo ie likely t» hav that effect may be a matter of 


8 me dou^t unless it shall cccupv new ground necessary to 
advance the can e or adju-t the sphere of the old one. But 


ihe call does not seem to jndieste such results, but rather 


makes the platform so narrow that it seems to be restricted 
to one ides. *‘ the secularizstion of the state,” 


It seems to me that Liberatism should embrace a broader 


field, and that we should labor in every channel accessible 
to enlighten the public mind on the evils and immoral tend- 
encies of the great theolugical juggernaut wbich now Curses 
the world and expose iis machinations and hideous mean- 
ness. 
sions simply to the separation of cburch and state, or 
refrain from writing and talking On questione which legiti- 
matey. belong to the L-beral movement, or which properly 
grew out of it and as eviden ly con-titute a part of it. 

As for the repe.1 of the Comstock laws, I : ever could see 
that it is a question wh'ch Liberals should à «tre! about. 
It seems,to be aumi ted by »li parties that laws imposing 
legal penal ics on obscene literature are not improper or ns- 
necerra'y . Toen why should not the question be simply 
discus ed and settled, '* What kied of laws and penalties do 
we need?” That being determined, the next question 
would be, ‘‘ Shall we modify the Comstock lawr, or shall 
we supersede them With others ?" and that point should be 
setiled by an examinatian of those lawe. Thus the thing 
could be e-sily disposed of. 


leader; he is too arbitrary and aristocratic. 
KERSEY Graves. 


Rumanxs,—L'ke Mr, Graves, we entertain a friendly fee). 


ing toward every Liberal movement and organization, and 
wish not to oppose them, even if in some respects they seem 
narrow and fail to grasp all the great questions before the 
country, or which are impressed more especially upon Lib 
erals. May we never become so illiberal as not to bear a 
friendly feeling toward every movement that advances the 
cause of Liberalism. Every effort that tends in the right 
direction helps on the cause of truth. 

` It is not clear that Col. Iogersoll is the leader of what Mr. 
Graves terms "the new party,” which assembled at Okicago 
on the 15 h inst., nor is there grounds for deciding that be 
would not make a very effisient leader. He certainly pos 
gesses the requisit ability and popularity. From the report. 
however, re-published on page 763, from the Chicago Timea, 
it does not appear that Col. Ingeraoll was in attendance. 
He is not among the forty-four persons whose names are 
B&Bnuounced as boing present, and nn mention ig mada of a 
word said by him, Possibly other business prevented his 
attendance. 

In reading the report of what was said and done at the 
meeting of this new Liberal party, it seems their leading 
wish is to co-operate with clergymen and the churches, or, at 
all events, to do nothing in opposition to their wishes and 
interests. If this is tte ultimate object and effect of Liber- 
alism, many of us hay been mistaken in its character. To 
many it will seem like a decided softening down and modifi- 
cation of old-fashioned Liberalism to desert such men as 
E izur Wright, Parker Pillsbury, J. P. Mendum, Horace 
Seaver, James Parton, T. B. Wakeman, and thousands of 
Others pulling in the same direction, and show a special 
. desire to affiliate with the Rev. Mr. Spear of an orthodox 
Church, Henry C. Bowen's Independent, an outspoken or. 
thodox paper, and to be sure to say aud do nothing that 
may offend the churches and their clergymen. Many 
will regret to learn that this movement is a natural evo- 
lution of Liberalisam or Freethought, It may be a mat 
ter of moral economy to trade off old friends for new ones, 
but it may also be well to be sure that the new friends are 
really the best, and that they are ready to rush into the 
arms of their new Liberal brothers aud that they are disposed 
to co-operate with unbelievers and Freethinkers. If certain 
Liberals are more anxious to co-operate with the churches 
than with Liberals, and do not want to say a word 
in opposition to the churches, it is suggested that it would 
simplify matters very much for those feeling that way 
to join the churches and become in full accord with them. 

As to the Comstock postal laws, perhaps enough has here- 
tofore been said in these columns to indicate the light in 
which they are held. "Thousands of the Liberals of the 
country regard thore laws as the most positiv instince of 
the co-operation of church and state that has taken place in 
this country since the foundation of the government. Those 
laws were devised in the Young Men's Christian Association 
of this city; their sgents went to Washington, and by foul 
means secured their passage; an ecclesiastical society has 
taken upon itself the mauipulation and execution of those 
laws, influencing and controling the highest courts of the 
government and sceking the destruction of several Liberal 
editors and publishers who held doctrios and uttered con- 
victions not approved by this ecclesiastical society. To 
carry out this sectarian warfare against unbelievers and 
Freothinkers, the postal department, which belongs to the 
entire people of the country, has been degraded into an in- 
ptrument of espionrge and decoy; and a censorship of the 
press has been set up in, this free Jand as subversiv of the 
Principles of likeity and as repugnant.to the true lovers of 
menta! freedom as anything that cxl.ts in Russia to-day. 

. , The sgent of the Young Men's Carietian Association, and 
the priwe mover jn the'decoying ecclesiastical society 
aliuded to, did say before a meeting of an auxiliary society 


jn Rochester that Jofidel publications and Iafidel ‘tracts 


‘would'a00n be suppressed.” He did say before another aux- 


- iliary society ir Boston that the publishers of the Investiga- 
(or and the Banner of Light would soon be taken in hand 
and disposed of.: He did make threatening denunciations 
against Freethought literature before another auxiliary 


I do not think we should be restricted in our discus- 


story exposing some cf the wrongs of society. 


Cul. Ingers: 1] seems to be the 
leader of the new party, but I do not fancy him much for a 


ranks of American Liberals, 
occurred, and hope that a union may again take place, when 
all true lovers of mental liberty may work in harmony in 
opposing ecclesiastical intolerance and superstition, and 
strive to advance mental liberty and human happiness, 


Society in 8t Louis; and in this city, Samuel Colgate, 
the president of the society, before an annual meet. 
ing of the members, expressly said that attention was 
being paid to Freethought publications and that they 
would soon be stamped out. The secretary of the 
asme ecclesiastical and persecuting scciety incorporated 
the same langusge into his annual report, which was printed 
and circulated in pamphlet form. Nothing is more true 
than that it was the settled purpose of this ecclesiastical so- 
ciety, and by the aid of the unconstitutional laws alluded to, 
with the powerful force of the United States courts, to 
crush out Freethought publications and publisters. Five 
Freethought publishers were under these laws arrested, con- 
victed, and sentenced to fines and imprisonment, save Dr. 

Foote, who was fined $3,500 and the imprisonment waved. 
A sixth Liberal editor is now under arrest in Iowa. His 
trial is set for January, and his enemies of the church are 
determined to thrust the poor man into prison. His only 
offense hss been to publish in his paper a harmless radical 
Is it strange 
in view of all this that thousands of our liberty-loving Liber- 
als east and west strongly protested against those Jaws and 
arked for repeal? Is it not to be regretted that in conse- 
quence of such expression of honest purpose good Liberals 
like Col Ingersoll, H. L. Green, and a few more should get 
in high dudgeon and forsake the friends of a lifetime to- 
make a usion with reverends and the church? [f they find 
better friends among the clergy we shall surely hav no 
grounds to moura. 

This cry of ‘‘ obscenity " is the most dishonest one ever 
raised. There is not a good Liberal in the United States in 
favor of obscenity or who wishes to see it spread broadcast. 
It is certainly to be regretted that the cry of obscenity 
should frighten lifelong Libersls and cause them to cringe 
before Mra. Grundy and to advocate a species of legislation 
absolutely subversiv of the highest principles of American 
liberty. It isto he regretted that respectadit'y should, with 
some Liberals, outweigh principle and right. 

Col. Ingersoll had the fairness to admit that the Liberal 
League does not advocate obscenity, and in this was more 
fair than some of his compeers. The League passed the 


strongest resolutions in favor of punishing real obscenity, 


but ot j:cted to the general government and the postal de- 


partment being made tools of for the purpose in the hands 
of an ecclesiastical society, the same as they are in favor of 
murder, arson, and other crimes against society being pun- 
ished by the proper authorities, but not by the interference 
of an ecclesiasticsl society, to manipulate the courts in its 
sectarian and intolerant spirit. 
all crimes of the country being duly punished by the slate 
authorities, and is opposed to the general government and 
the postal department—by the intrigues of this ecclesiastical 
society—being converted into a detectiv police force to hunt 
down heretical offenders and to authorize one part of the 
community to examin, condemn, and throw out the mail 
matter of other portions of the community. ` 


The League is in favor of 


This question is a much more important one than many 


sffect to think it; and itis not a cheerful omen to see Lib- 
erals willing to shout in favor of these Comstock laws 
expressing their willingness to co-operate with ecclesiastical 
bodies in enforcing them. It is most sure that in taking 
this course they take very different ground from that occu- 
pied by the leading earnest and intelligent Freetbinkers of 
England, who are fully in sympathy with the position taken 
by the National Liberal League. l 


We trust that peace and harmony may prevail in the 
We regret the division that 


— 99 —————— 
A Few Plain Words. 


Dean Patrons: Please take no offense at the following. 


They are simply words of truth, and the plain truth ought 


not to giv offense to the readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Over four thousand of you are in arrears for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, and many for a year or more. This neglect on 
your part to pay prompty has embarrassed me very much. 
Lam owing over $2,500 for paper alone, with correspond- 
iog amounts for printing, stereotyping, book-binding, etc. 
These debts are overdue, bat I hav not been able to pay up 
because you hav not paid me. Will you not be kind 
enough to rquare up to the end of the year at least, so I can 
pay my debis and hav a litile in hand to meet my heavy 
weckly expenses? 

I hav followed the rule to continue the paper after the 
time paid for has expired; this I hav done because I wished 
to retain your patronage, aud because I believed all true 
Liberals would be honorable enough to pay for the paper 
for the time it was sent to them. Hundreds hav thanked 
me for doing this, while some hav seen fit to maks me lose 
by the confidence thus reposed in them. Every person is 
morally and legally bound to pay for the paper as long as 
he takes it from his post-effice, whether he has ordered it to 
be sent or not. If he does not wish the paper, and does not 
intend to pay for it, he should not take it from the post- 


cffice, but request his postmaster to return it. 


Yes, dear friends, those of you who are in arrears, please 
remit, and thus make me happy. : 

It ig to be desired that you all wish to see THE TRUTH 
SzExER liv and flourish. Its Christian enemies hav wished 
to crush it, and for this reason [ was cast into prison. You 


‘kindly prevented this sad fate, but do not now letit'die at 
the hands of its friends. 


"Will not every patron and friend 
resolve that it shali liv? A little help from each of you wiil 


‘accomplish this end. Three dollars per year is not a heavy 


tax, and it is to be hoped you each feel that you obtain your 
money's Worth, In no way are the principles of Liberalism 


much reading matter for the same money. 


more thoroughly and more economically spread over the 
country than by Radical papers, There is.no paper more 
R:dical than TAE TRUTA BSEEKER, and none that giva so 
It does not seek 
to co-operate with the church nor to gain the friendship of 
the priesthood. It ia strongly opposed to ecclesiss'io'sm, 
to supernaturalism, and to the dogm+s of therlogy. These 
it will vigorously oppose in the future as it has in the past. 
It will advocate the truths of science. and the measures beat 
calculated to promote the welfare of the human family. It 
will serve as a medium of exchange between the Liberals 
of the entire country, and as a bond of union to join them 
In one harmonious wholé. Let every lover of Liberalism 
resolve that Tum TRUTH fEEEER shall be a living, perma- 
nent institution. l : 

` Those who hav been dunwed for what they do not owe 
will please regard it.as an error. Clerks do not always keep 
accounts correctly; they are kept on the mailing list, and 
errors sometimes occur. An account once paid is sll that is 
asked for. When it is remembered that out of the last 
eighteen months I hav been home but three. it can easily be 
understood that thiags will get entangled. Wishing to spend 
no more time in prison, and not expecting to make other 
long journeys, it may be hoped that affairs here will be: 
properly attended to. "This may be looked for. 

To those who will renew for the eighih volume (1881) be- 
fore the expiration of the present year will be sent an 
engraved copy of the illuminated testimonial from the 
Natiowal Secular Society of England (Charles Bradlaugb, 
President) to the editor of Tum TRUTH SEEKER. » 

M. B. 


——— 9 .JÓ9——————— 


New Subscribers. 


From deaths, removals, poverty, and indifference there is 
bound to ever he a lessening of the list of subscribers to Tan 
TRUTH SEEKER ; to make up for these losses, and to ¢x'end 
its fleld of usefulness, new subscribers are necessary. It is 
desired to double the number of Teura SEEKER subscrib- 
ers Within ihe next three months. This can be done if its 
friends wil make the necessary effort. Certainly every 
patron can secure one more If he tries, or at least this can 
be averaged. To induce the necessary effort in this direc- 
tion the following inducements are off:red: . : 

To every new subscriber for three months at 75 cents, 
Paine’s ** Age of Reason,” or any other 25 cent book pub- 
lished at TRE TBUTH SEEKER office will be sent. 

For every new subscriber for six months, Paine’s '* Age 
of Reason,” bound in cloth, or fifty cents‘ worth of other 
books or pamphlets, will be sent. 

For each new subscriber for a year will be sent “The 
Truth Seeker Collection,” or “The Humphrey-Bepnett 
Discussion," Or *' From Behind the Bars” (700 pages), or 
one dollar's worth of other TRUTH BEEKER publications. 

For & new subscriber for one year and another for six 
months will be mailed a copy of the Editor's “ Letters from 
Europe ” (800 pager), . 

For three new subscribers will be sent a copy of either of 
the following : “ The World's Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers,” ‘‘The Champions of the Church,” ‘ Paine's 


Great Works,” Amberley's * Analysis of Religious Belief,’” ' 


or Dr. Simms’ great work on physiognomy, 

For jive new subscribers will be sent the two volumes of 
“The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times." 

For ten new subscribers will be sent the two volumes last 
named and two volumes of the other large works nsmed, 

The cash for the subscription must accompany the orders, 
and all subscriptions must be for a year save under the first 
two propositions, The subscribers are to be new, not those 
Who hav been taking the paper before. The premiums may 
be changed as desired, 80 tüey are of the same value and 
are selected from the books published at TRE TRUTH 
SEEKER office. To ali new subscribers for 1881 six numbers 
of 1880 will be sent extra. 

. Here, friends, are a set of very liberal offers. 'With'a 
reasonable effort you can double the number of TRUTH 
SEEKER patrons and be well paid for your labor. Will you 
not do it then? "Those who want sample copies should 
send for them. Giv plain directions to whom the papers 
and books are to be sent. a 

Old subscribers who renew for a year will be entitled to 
any three dollar book by sending two dollars extra. Friends, 
let us hear from you. a 

———— $—99——————— 

THE account of the banquet given us by the National 
Secular Society of England, assisted by the Malthusian 
League, was reported by friends in London, and is taken 
from the National Reformer of thatcity, It will undoubied- 
ly attract the attention of every reader, 7 

oe 


Book Notices. . 


Tue Hatta MANUAL: Devoted to healing by meana of 

..— Nature's Higher Forces, including the** Health Guide," 
revised and improved ; together with brief treatises on 
the fine forces, vital msgnetism, in answer to Dr. 
Brówne-Sequard on Nerve Force and Chromopothy, 
the new science of healing by light and color, By Ed- 
win D. Babbitt, D M., author of *' Principles of Light 
and O.lor" and '‘ Worders of Ligstand Color." 216 
pP. In nice cloth binding, $1.00; paper, 50 cents. 

As indicated on the title-page, this book is an improved 
reproduction of Babbitt’s ‘ Health Guide," which had an 
extensiv sale for many years, with valuable additions on 
the subject of chromopathy, or the curativ effects of colors, 
and a treatis on vital magnetism, the life-fountain, in con- 
tradistinction to the theories of eminent physicians. Few 
volumes of the same 8/z3 contain so much valuable informa- 
tion pertaining to the health and happiness of human 
beings. It teaches people how to secure health by means 
of the vital forces of the human organization, and the ap- 
pliance of serviceable auxiliaries, without the use of drugs. 
Instructions for the treatment of the various diseases are 


d 


' gompinabilities between the essences of different elements, 


` the B:nate unless the record of his election is clear. New 


the ballots ia the elections of members of the Huuse of 


. “Raional Bunday Observance,” by the Rev. James Free 


. Grant White ; " The Validity of the Emaroipation Edict,” 


- either in Eagland or America. 


` Qongress at Brussels), and writing interesting letters home 


‘speaker at ‘our quarterly meeting, Dec. 10th, 11th, and 12th, 


-..giv thore paying full fare to the meeting, return tickets for 


`. present the first day of the meeting. Please notify the Sec- 


yop, seventh line, beginning with the word 3, 5515, there. 


The Truth Seeker, November, 22, 1680. 


z 


separately given. Ia addition to the value of the malin | fore, an sxiom that éntelligent," should read unintelligent; ''Aud I will present a scene to the people of New York 
work tbe appended treatises are worth the price of all. matter, etc, such as they never saw before. Everything will be as near 
9. P. Rayner, M.D., of Ohicago, speaks thus of the vol-| Algo on page 747, in fifth psragrsph from top, six'h line, | like the true life of Jesus upon earth as I hav been able to 
ume : *' No person who desires to keep pace with the prog- | reads, “Factor controling all tntelligent,” should read, all discover it in these twenty-five years of constant research. 
Bee of eng orto know more of the hidden mystery of | wrtntellig-nt matter, eto. : Even my measurements are made by the cubit, and I hav 
pu eatin E n ut fina forces of nature, | J also find another unfortunate error in my paper, page | been able to place upon the stage at Booth's a temple scene 
puklis-àud privata librerias ed 00. 3 "S Should ba in the | 747, first paragraph from top, fourth line, the word me'a- | which has almost the identical measurements of the temple 
land. Th pa ledge it in nd read by every youth in the | phystoal instead of metaphorical, as in my manuscript. in Jerusalem. Jiverything else will be proportionally accu- 
: e Knowledge it imparts is worth more than goid, ` rate. I hav been in this city for three months, and I hav per- . 


for it strikes the key-note ot true liviag which leads to i i i 
fe , fected every bin hich 
health, harmony. and: ha ppi ness along th e p ; } 1 } i g, even to the coloring in the g rments l 


3 

es BRL cfüice “ These people talk of its hurting religion. Absurd! The 
die : theme is too noble, the representation too graud, to breed in 
any mind a thought save that of reverence and awe. It is 
the idea of the theaters that these people cannot overcome, 
If it were in a church they would not grumble. But min- 
isters preach in theatres. The Christian religion must indeed 
be built upon an infirm base if the representation in a the- 
atre of the grandest subject in all the world can undermine 

“ Gentlemen ; It is now upwards of eigbteen years since |it, S) far as I am personally concerned, I do not care à 
I was a resident inhabitant of the town of Lewes. My sit- | straw whether it ia stopped or not. But for Mr. Abboy’s 
uation among you, as an Officer of the revenue, for more k ho h 
than six years enabled me to see into tbe numercus and | 535e, Who as expended a great amount of money i P 
various distresses which the weight of taxes even at that | Paring the representation, I shoul. be very loth to see such 
time of day occasioned, and feeling as others did, and as it | a thing done. There is in the Passion «baolutely nothing 
is natural for me to do, for the hard condition of others, it} that can offend the most sensitiv Christian who wil! look 
is, with pl. asure I can ceclare, and every person there under | upon it as it is intended—a true representation of tha] fe and 
my survey, and now living, can witness the exceeding can- tJ Christ It b d 
dor, and even tenderness, with which that part of the duty death of Jesus Christ upon eaith. If there had been, do you 
that fell to my share was executed. The name of Taumas | suppose that Archbishop Allemany, of California, would hav 
Paine ig not fouad in the records of the Lewes justices in | given it such ur qualifled sanction? I hav no douht of the 
any one act.of contention with, or severity of any kid 
whatever towards the persons whom ke surveyed, either in 
the town, or in the country; of this Mr. Fuller and Mr. 
Shelley, who will probably attend the meeting can, if they 
piease, giv full testimony. It is, however, not in their 
power to contradict it. . . . Many of you will recollect 
that whilst I resided among you, there was not à man more 
firm and open in supporting the principles of liberty than 
myself, and I sti] pursue, and ever will, the Sae path.” 

Who can believe that an exciseman who had been dis- 
missed for emuggling would hav hsd the temerity thus to 
»ppeal to his former neighbors for the uprightness of his 
conduct? And yet upon the bare, unsupported assertion of 
the lying Oldys, the literary editor of the Chicago Times 
repeats the calumny that Paine was twice dismissed for 
rmugegling. Wan Buren Denslow, L.L.D., may be à pro 
found doctor of Jaws, but he is unfit for a juryman. 

And now, Bro. Bennett, you may snnounte for next 
week, ‘‘Junius Rediscovered. He reappears in 1775 in 
England and America.” Wa. BENEY BULB. 

Washington, D, O., Noy. 16, 1880 


' Paine's Conduct as an Exciseman. 


As a supplement to my vindication of Thomas Paine 
‘against the charge of having been twice dismissed from the 
excise for smuggling, I now submit an extract from a letter 
written by him in London, dated June 80, 1792, to be read 
to the people of Lewes, ata meeting called to protest against 
a recent proclamation for the suppression of writings, 
books, etc., having particular reference to Paine's publica- 
tion entiued *' Rights of Man.” : 


Sommany or BUBSTANTIALISM; o", Philoso 
i , phy of Knowl- 
edge, By Jean Story, With’ additional “iluairations, 


J. B. Thompson Frehock, 22 B i 
Mass. . 25 cents. roadway, Cambridge, 


This is an ably-written pamphlet of 118 pages, and dives 
deeply into ideal and metaphysical sutjzcts, among which 
are the parental principles of nature; life substance, its in- 
trinsic elasticity; the earth and its atmosphere; the maternal 
and paternal progenitors of offspring; male and female 
qualities of mind; counter-sexual principles; affinities and 


‘and between the fruital essences of the two sexes of a 
species. Tae author insists upon a strictly scientific basis 
for all philosophical examination and discussion. It ia 
deeply profound and cannot prove uninteresting to those 
fond of claborate thought and intricate disquisitions on far- 
reaching problems. {t will bear reading repeatedly, as its 
argumenta are too deep to be fully grasped st a single read- 


see by what law it can be interfered with.” 
ing. It contains much food for thought. ) 


Mr. Henry E. Abbey, the manager of Dooth's Theater 
said that he could not see by what legal process tt e Passion 
Play could be prohibited, but in such matters pulpit opinion 
could do anything. He, nevertheless, should go abead and 
produce the piece. He said that he had carefully caovassed 
the opposition to the production aud he hid found that it 
was entirely with the people «ho had never seen the P ssion 
Play at all. QO. tbe othér band, he had seen a thousand- 
people who had seen the piece in California, aud the unani- 
mous verdict of these pe ple was not only favorable to the 
production, but an eulogy of its grandeur, reverer 63, aud 
morality. He had carefully studied the wcik himself, and 
it had made such an impression upon him. 

In the presentation of the Passion Play the theater would 
be concealed as much as possible. A!l the gilt about the 
stage and boxes will be hidden, and there will be uo cast of 
the performers, Everything wil] be made to conform with 
the solemn spirit of the producticn. Mr, Abbey regrets that 
other business w:1l deprive him of personally superintending 
the Passion Piay. All preparations are now completed, and 
as soon a8 B.rnbardt has completed her engagement the 
great question as to whether the Passion Play is to bo pro- 
duced or not will be solved. 

Dum oso, rom the same paper.) 

The excessiviy religious per ion of the Protestant com- 
munity is hard at work endeavoring to induce the sldermen 
to psss an ordin«nce which will prevent any exhibitions of 
the Passion Pay. Itisa mst er of very little moment to 
the public generally, perhaps, whether the Passion Piay is 
performed or not, But it isa matter of great importance 
whether or not a religious eect, a minority in the commu- 
nity, shall be permitted to regulate business and amusements 
according to their standard. ' 

There is no preten:e that this play is immoral or jndecent 
except from a purely religious and sectarian standpoint, aud 
any ioterference with it is tberefore necessarily religious 
interference with the rights of citiz ‘ns. 

This movement of the clergy and churchmen is another 
step toward the annex:tion of church with state But a few 
days ago an organized opposition was made to the election 
to the mayorality of a gentlemen and business man, solely 
upon the ground of hia religious faith and associations, The 
opposion was from the Protestants, whose prejud ces were 
encoursged by the Republican party and press for political 
purposes. Now the same influences are combining to pre. 
vent the performance of a play because it does not meet 
with Protestant approval. 

Neither Jew, Infidel, nor Caiholic was cpposed to the 
election of Mr Grace upon religious grounds. These are 
the only classes of people in this country who know no 
religion in politice, and who oppose its introduction, as an 
element, into our elections and into the establishmeot and 
administration of our laws. Here the Protestants are the 
aggressiv religionists. Th«ir ambition is to make our gov- 
ernments, nationa), state, and municipal, Protestant gov. 
ernments. 

The movement to interfere with the performance of the 
Passion Play is only another step in the grand intention of 
making, as they express it, this country a Christian coun- 
try. 

Whatever is obnoxious to Protestants ia to be de- 


A signifizant article by the Hon. George B. Boutwell in 
the Wurth American Review for December, entitled *' The 
Fature of the Republican Party,” is sure to arrest public 
attention. Written atter the result of the recent elections 
had been ascertained, this article defi ves the position which 
the Repubiican party ia, in logic and in policy, bound to 
‘assume toward the Southern states. Concesston, compro- 
mise, conciliation, the author says in substance, will no 
longer be tolerated.: No person is to be admitted to aseat in 


laws are to be passed for the supervision and protection of 


Representativs and Presidential electors. The.civil magis- 
trates must hav the meane within call (.he army) of protect. 
ing the balot and keeping the peace. The Uaited States 
must insure to the pecple of each state a truly republican 
form of government. No grants will be made for internal 
improvements in any southern state where the equality of ali 
men before the law. is not a living, practical fact. The 
other articles in the December numoer of the Re view are : 
“Tae Discoveries at O'ympia,” by Prof. Ernst Curtius ; 


m 


[From the New York Truth] 
Against the Passion Play. 


OVER ZEALOUS CHRISTIANS PROTEST TO THE MAYOR AND 
COUNCIL. 

Some over-zealous Christians of this city hav written out | 
a protest to the Mayor and members of the Common Coun- 
cil against the production of the “ Passion Play," which is 
to be brought out at Booth's theater at the close of the 
Bernhardt engagement. The originators of this protest bav 
left it at several religious institutions for signatures, aad a 
strong effort is reported as being made to ir fluence the city 
government against Mr. Abbey’s enterprise. The grounds 
for this protest are that such a representation as the ‘‘ Pas 
sion Play " is immoral, sacrilegious, and tending to under- 
mine the Christian religion and insult a)l Christian people. 

A reporter of Truth called upon Mr. Salmi Morse, the 
author Of the *' Passion Play " and the superintendent of the 
arrangements for its production, to ascertain his views con. 
cerniag this action. Mr. Morse ig apparen!ly about 60 years 
of age, tall, spare, white-haired, and especially intelligent 
in appearance, and ioteresting in convereation. He speaks 
with an air of erudition, and impresses one with the idea 
that he knows what he is talking about. He ia wholly 
wrapt up in his work, and is never so conten!ed as when 
talking ‘‘The Passion," as he universally terms the piece. 
Mr. Morse wrote the ** Passion Play” merely for his own 
gratification, without apy idea of ever placing it upon the 
stage, and he was only led to do this at the suggestion of the 
archbishop of Caliturnia, before whom he read the poem. 
This dignitary regarded it of euch worth, both in ita clear 
representation of the life of Christ and the instruction that 
it contained, that he declared it à great loss to the public 
unless it was publicly produced. He went so far 83 even to 
revise the play, and then Mr. Moree brought it out in San 
Francisco. 

Concerning the people who are opposing the play in this 
city, Mr. Morse raid: “They know not what they do. If 
they would only wait and see The Passion, and then judge 
it, I would not object; but such action as this is simple 
bigotry, Here they are condemning a thing which they hav 
not seen, and concerning which they know nothing what. 
ever. Of such eminently unjust people I would only ask 
that they come to the theater and ree for themselves, and 
then I would be content to Jeave the question even to them, 
whether any harm has been done or not. Asa matter of 
pure historical and biblical instruction, the piece is worthy 
of the most cordial support and earnest study. 

‘I hav devoted the better part of my life to this Passion, 
and hav become wholly absorbed in it, I spent five years in 
the country where Christ spent his life, doing nothing what- 
ever but studying this subject. I hav slept in every mon- 
astery in Judes, and hav read every particle of manuscript 
that I could find there, I bav visited every country con- 
nected with the career of Jesus upon earth, and hav studied, 
them most carefully. Indeed, my whole aim since the idea 
first struck me some thirty years ago has been to garner 
materials for just such a work as I hav produced. Wih | is as entire as any argument. from experlege- ^ 
this view I viewed the Passion Play at Oberammergau, the | be imagined.— Hume Essay on Miracles ` 
one at Madrid, and a number of pthers that J found in. the eS 
Ea 5. i DE M E . | Qum head which thinks is worth a hunge 


man Clarke ; ~“ Bouthera Siatesmen and tueir Potcy," by 
the Hon. John Jay ; “Tne Rains of Central America,” by 
D:sire Charnay ; “The Distribution of Time,” by Dr. 
Leonard Waldo; “ The Pablic School Failure,” by Richard 


by Aaron A. Ferris. For ‘sale by booksellers and news- 
dealers generally. 

Tne December number of the International Review con- 
tains the firet part of an article upon ‘‘ State Support of 
Denominational Schools in Eogland," by Rev. R. W. Dale, 
D.D, of Birmingham, Eogland, Dr. Dale has recently 
been in this Country and examined our school system, and 
he rightly says, that ‘a knowledge of some of the dificul. 
ties and troubles incident to the Haglish denominational 
system may save Some American educationist from disas- 
trous and ruinous mistakes.” The author places the Eng- 
lish educational system before the reader in a clear light and 
in a most entertaining way. The article is a valuable one, 
and thoroughly deserves a Careful reading by all who hav 
been or are interested in the relations of church and schools, 


———— d ————— 


Arrival of D. M. Bennett. 
"Welearn by the last TRUTH SEEXER that its editor, Mr. 
D. M. Bennett, who has been traveling in Europe for several 
months (whither he went sa a delegate to the Freethinkers’ 


to his paper, arrived in New York on the 8th ixst., in good 
health. Before leayiog London he was complimented by 
the National Secular Society with a banquet, at which Mr. 
Charles Bradlaugh, Mrs. Annie Besant, and other prominent 
Liberals, were present and commended Mr. Bennett for his 
maintenance of a free press and free speech. We congratu- 
late our New York friend and contemporary on his safe 
arrival, ard cordially welcome him back to his labors in a 
cause in which there ia always a plenty of hard work to be 


done, — Boston Investigator. 
` — 9 99—— ————— 


TA : "I The rights of all otber religious and pon-religious classes 
Northern Wisconsin Spiritual Conference. 


James K: Applebee, of Chicago, will be the principal Halls, Crosbys, and Comstocks. 


If the church is permitted, as it is attempting, to pro- 
1880,in Omro, Wis. The O. M. & St. Paul railway will 


one-fifth fare. Friends, bear the above in mind. 
Prof. Lockwood will giv an illustrated lecture on the 
structure of the brain, during the meeting. Let all be 


Passion Play, the mere interferenco will be of little mo- 


government and religions liberty, 
——— MM 
A MIRACLE is 8 violation of the laws of nature; and as 6 
firm and un:lterable experience has established these liwa, 


retary of your intention of attending. 
- Omro. Nov. 12,.1880. - Da. J. C. ParLuirs, Bec. 


Errors iu paper on “Subtil Materiality of Mind and Its 
Individualized Development,” by Charles F. 77755220, in 
our last issue, viz., on page 747, in second paragrapa from 


ment, but it will ba ope more nail in the cofa of secular ^ 


success Of the piece if it is not interfered with, and I cannot 


nounced as irdecent and immoral, and prohibited by law, | 


are to be made subzervient to the prejadices of the ; 


cure the passege of any such ordinance as was adopted ` 
in San Francisco, to interfere with the production of the | 


the proof against a miracle, from the very nature of the fact, ` 
77^ ""weibly : 


he Enh Seeker, November 27, 1880. 


À (Continued from page 155.) 
left to query with myself whether performances of 
that kind constituted such worship as a sensible God 
could take pleasure in. The decision was in the 
negative. Still, that is the way God is worshiped, as 
near as I can relate it,in St. Peter's in Rome, the 
first Christian church in the world. i 

These large, venerable, fine-looking priests did not 
geem like a class of men who had denied themselves 
the good things of this world, or led the life of 
anchorites, subjecting themselves to a system of 
gemi-starvation. It occurred to me that St. Peter 
had a very good-looking set of men to attend to the 
worshipful business in his temple. Perhaps he has 
his pick of all the priests in the city. They average 
much better than the usual run. But it all seems 

like consummate folly. It takes one hundred priests 
to attend to the business of St. Peter’s alone, and 
costs about $100,000 a year to meet a'l expenses, and 
who is benefited by it? The priests only. They 
are well paid and well fed. 

It was a pleasant morning, and St. Peter’s might 
have been half full of people to attend to the exer- 
cises deseribed, but not more than four dozen lis- 
teners were present, and they were chiefly a poor, 
ill-clad lot. It would seem the services must be 
very expensive in proportion to the benefit conferred. 

One bad feature in the business is that there’ are 
only two short seats, holding four persons each, for 
the audience to‘sit on. They are permitted to stand 
or kneel as they please. 

I hear no preaching in these cathedrals and 
ehurches, I presume the Catholics sometimes have 
sermons, but I have not heard them. I have visited 
many cathedrals and churches at all hours of the 
day, and on all days of the week. I generally find 
the mill running, in the way of chanting, reading 
Latin, celebrating mass, burning candles, continuous 
kneelings, and all that, but not yet one sermon have 
I heard, nor any speaking save the Latin service out 
of the book. Perhaps, aiter all, that is just as sensi- 
ble a way to worship as for one man to talk an 
hour and the rest listen or go to sleep. The Catho- 
lic system is a daily and almost hourly religion, 
while the Protestant is one, two, or three hours in 
the week. The Catholic priest has to be on duty 
ten times as much time as the Protestant, and prob- 
ably comes much nearer earning his money. Per- 
haps both might be-quite as usefully employed were 
they hoeing beans or mending shoes. 

After the service was over Í completed my survey 
of St. Peter’s, and took in, as far as possible, all the 
grandeur and magnificence there displayed. I saw 
a dozen carved cunfessionals, and some for all the 
languages spoken in Europe, so that a sinner, what- 
ever language he may speak, can have a priest to 
listen to his recital and understand him, and be able 
to tell God all about it. 

As I passed from the church into the hallway 
leading to the sacristy I met another marble St. 
Peter, standing very quietly by himself, and as I felt 
rather sociable I ventured- to say confidentially : 
* Well, Simon Bar-jonas, you have a pretty good 
thing of it here, You keep a magniticent establish- 
ment. Times have changed a good deal with you since 
you followed the fishing business over in Galilee, and 
had a hard time to make a living. I presume you 
and Leo are making it pay extremely well.” He 
made no reply, and 1 was about to pass on, but see- 
ing he still held up the big key said to be the key to 
heaven, I sort o' turned around and spoke in a 
low voice: ' Look here, St. Peter, if there is the 
slightest gleam of truth in all this huge hoax, 
and if that key you hold really unlocks the 
door of paradise, don't be too hard on me. 
I have not been so very bad; I have not 
killed anybody; I have not run away with any- 
thing I was unable to carry, and probably I am as 
honest as the majority of Christians, if they do call 
me ‘an old Infidel? You know yourself that there 
was no harm in that pamphlet, and even those letters 
were not very bad, if they did come near causing the 
death of three or four very cultured and excellent 
Pharisees. So, if I should hai pen to pass along your 
way one of these times, after I have hung up the 
fiddle and the bow, don’t be hard on me and turn 
the key against me. You know how it is yourself, 
and that, at the worst you can make it, I have not 
done anything so wrong as to get mad and cut off a 
man’s ear when I meant to split his head open, or 
to lie three times before the rooster could crow for 
daybreak. So, good Peter, let me in if I knock at 
your door in the good time that is coming.” I don’t 
think that I offended him by my familiarity and 
allusions, for I turned my eye toward him as I passed 
on and he did not look at all offended, and didn’t say 
No, So I am encouraged to think I am all right with 
Bt. Peter. <At all events, I am perfectly willing to 
take all the ri ks. When I saw him last he was still 
holding on firmly to that key. 

I have been three times to St. Peter’s, and I am 
settled in my convictions that it is “a big thing ” in 
the way of a church, and that a big game is being 
played by Leo & Co. I cannot approve of their pol- 
ioy or their measures, but they seem. to be getting 
along swimmingly, and will so long as the money 


comes in abundantly. Wher the people take a!of Martin V, 


notion to cut off the supplies, as they may do some 
day, there will be likely to be a trembling of the 
weak knecsand a rattling of the dry bones. Chanting 
will be at a discount. Then priests may be forced 
to lead useful and truthful lives. 

I hope, dear friends, you will not think T treat this 
subject with too much levity, for I wish to give it 
all the consideration and seriousness it is worthy of, 
but every day I live ] am more and more convinced 
that there is an immense great fraud in the world 
and that it is conducted in the name of religion. 

There are 375 churches in Rome, not counting 
private chapels, monasteries, convents, and pious 
schools. You cannot expect me to visit all these, 
however strong my inclination, and however much I 
am delighted to look upon unhappy saints, holy vir- 
gins, and dead and dying gods. I have visited a 
score or two of these places, and find them munifi- 
cently rich in works of art, polished marbles, mosaics 
in the walls and on the floors, and. as full ard com- 
plete an assortment of saints, virgins, and crucified 
saviors as avy reasonable man could ask fer. I will 
not even ask you to listen to a detail of the contents 
of all the churches [ have visited, but I must briefly 
tell you of some that I have called upon, so that you 
may entertain a tolerably correct opinion of them. 
Every church in Rome belongs to some saint. St. 
Mary has over eighty for her use, St. Peter has thir- 
teen, St. Paul has four or five, St. John has seven, 
and the remainder are divided around among the 
large family of saints according to their deserts. 

Nextin importance to St. Peter's is perhaps St. 
John's, at the Lateran. (The Italians have a singu- 
lar way of writing John, Giovanni; Joseph they 
write Giuseppe; Jesus they write Gesu, which 
seems the most sacrilegious of all. I can put up 
with their writing Jerusalem with a G, but to see 
Jesus begin with a G, and drop the final s, looks 
very odd, bat they persist here in doing it. 

The church of San Giovanni in Laterano stands 
on the Piazza di San Giovanni, and is one of the 
four chief basilicas within the city walls. It isin 
a marked degree the seat of the Pope, of which he 
takes possession on his election. He is here Bishop 
of Rome, Metropolitan of the suburban churches, 
Primate of Italy, and Patriarch of the West. At 
Rt. Peter's he is Sovereign Pontiff. St. John’s stands 
on the site of the house of Plautus, one of the con- 
spirators against Nero. It is said Constantine gave 
the site to the Bishop of Rome and founded a church,- 
which lasted down to 1621. In point of sanctity 
it takes precedence of St. Peter’s. The Pope is the 
only one who celebrates bigh mass at ite high altar. 
The five general councils known as the Lateran 
Councils were held here. The present large church 
was begun by Pius IV., and finished by Clement) 
XII. An inscription ending with Omnium urbis 
et orbis eclesiarum mater et caput—the mother and 
head of all the churches of the city and the world— 
runs.round the principal fagade, which is of the 
Corinthian order, and which 1s pierced by five doors 
leading into a portico resting on-twenty-four marble 
pilasters. Over the front are ten statues of saints 
and a statue of Christ. It contains a colossal 
Statue of Constantine, found in his baths. Over 
the middle door are the ancient bronze panels sup- 
posed to have belonged to the Aimilian Basilica in 
the Forum, now St. Adrian's church—a little more 
of the appropriating of pagan property for Chris- 
tian uses. The elegant double portico on the north 
consists of five arcades of the Doric order below, 
and five of the Corinthian above. One of the doors 
is opened but once in twenty-five years, the year of 
jubilee. In 1890 it will be opened. Fergusson 
says: “ The balustrade on the top is too high, and 
the (standing) figures it supports are too large, but 
it is on the whole a picturesque and imposing piece 
of architectural decoration, with more ingenuity 
and more feeling than almost any other Italian 
design of its age; and, considering that it was 
essential that there should be an upper gallery, 
from which the Pope might deliver his. blessing, 
some of its defects could have with difficulty been 
avoided.” 

The magnificent interior is divided into five aisles, 
resting on lateral arches and pilasters. From a bal- 
cony over à picture by Giotto, on the second pillar 
to the right, Boniface VIII. proclaimed the jabilee 
of 1300, Dante being present. Here the Pope gives 
blessing on Ascension Day. In the niches (flanked 
by columns of verd-antique) are twelve colossal 
statues of the apostles, above which are medallions 
of twelve prophets. The great arch rests on two 
pillars of red granite forty-four feet high. The 
absciss at the end of the chancel has a mosaic of the 
fifth century, with saints on an azure and gold 
ground. An annual ordination is held in this 
church on the Saturday before Trinity Sunday, 

The Corsiovi Chapel, huilt for Clement XIL, and 
dedicated to St. Audrea Corsini, is said to be the 
richest in Rome. lt cost $2,000,000. -It has a mo- 
eaic by Guido, at the altar, and the tomb of Clement 
XIL,in a porphyry sarcophagus, taken from the 
pagan Pantheon. 

Under the high altar are said to be the heads of 
St. Peter and St. Paul. Near by is the bronze tomb 
The magnificent altar of the St 


Sacrament is supported by bronze pillars positively 
said to have been taken from the temple of Jupiter 
Capotolinus, More stealing from pagans. Numerous 
tombs of distinguished persons are also there. The 
ceiling.of the church is not arched, but. high, pan- 
eled, and richly gilt. "The pavement is richly in- 
laid, and dates from the time of Martin V. - Before 
the high aitar is a wooden table, said.to have been 
used asan altar by St. Peter.’ The tribune is em- 
bellished with rich mosaics ; the “Savior” on the 
cross in one place, and in the clouds in another. 
The mosaics, paintings, and. statues in this church 
and its chapels are too numerous to mention in-de- 
tail, though exceedingly rich and expensive ; so just 
imagine that no money was spared in decorating 
and embellishing this church of St. John’s, and that 
all the funds for doing the same were filched, di- 
rectly or indirectly, from the pockets of the dear 
people. : l 

The Baptistry of Constantine is an octagon sixty- 
five feet in diameter, the roof of which is supported 
internally by eight columns of red porphyry, stand- 
ing on the heads of eight others below. The fonts 
are also of porphyry. Converted Jews—who are 
probably not extremely numerous—are baptized in 
the old baptistry. Forsyth, an English writer, says 
of the baptistry : * Like all Constantine's works, 
thisis but a compilation of classical spoils—a mere 
thief of antiquity. Built in an age when converts 
went down in a crowd to be baptized, this edifice 
blends the temple with the bath. Hence its grand 
and central object is the font; hence, too, the font 
is sunk below the pavement, and large enough for 
the to'al immersion of adults.” or 

Forsyth is right. Constantine was a “thief of 
antiquity,” and a murderer as well.. His successors 
have also been thieves of antiquity. They have not 
only stolen the statues and temples and valuables of 
the ancient pagans, but they have, still more, stolen 
their religion, appropriated it to their own use, and 
then tried their best to obliterate all traces of their 
robbery and the property they have stolen. 

The font was also meant for a tomb; an inscrip- 
tion ón a large tablet states that Constantine was 
baptized there by Pope Sylvester, in 324; but it is 
an absolute falsehood, for Constantine was not bap- 
tised till 337, shortly before kis death: and about all 
the saintly character that has been attributed to . 
him by the church, which readily converts the most 
bloody villains inte saints, had mo existence till 
after his death. Here it is pretended to show many 
remarkable relics, among which are more pillars 
from the temple of Jerusalem, the top of the well in 
Samaria where Jesus held a conversation with the 
Samarian woman and obtained a drink of water; 
they aleo pretend to show the identical table on 
which the Last Supper was eaten by Jesus and 
his disciples on the night of his arrest. Justly, 
though perhaps too moderately, does Dr. Words- 
worth say of all this: “If the congregation of the 
Inquisition were to apply some of their industry and 
zealto tbe task of compiling an Index Expurgato- 
rius of the falsehoods which disfigure the columns, 
churches, and altars of Rome they would confer a 
great benefit on church history and the cause of 
religion.” CE E 

In another building near St. John's, used for a 
church or chapel, is the Scala Santa, or “ Holy 
Stairase,” composed of twenty-eight black marble 
steps claimed to have been in the palace of Pontius 
Pilate at Jerusalem, and which Jesus is said to have 
ascended. At the top of the staircase in the Sancta 
Sanctorum is a likeness of Jesus, which is pretended 
to have been painted by St. Luke when twelve years 
of age. This staircase is so holy that no foot is 
allowed to b» placed upon it, but penitents are per- 
mitted to ascend it slowly on their-knees, praying 
as they go, and when they arrive at the top they 
are favored with a view of what is said to be St. 
Luke's painting of Jesus. But the joke of it is—if 
there ever was any St. Luke and if there ever wag 
any Jesus—there is no reason to suppose they ever 
saw each other; and if Luke at the age of twelvejwas 
able to paint a correct likeness of a person he 
never saw he surpassed all the portrait painters 
that have ever lived, and should have stuck 
to the business, instead of writing about what he had 
no possible means of knowing—what was said and 
done between the Virgin and Gabriel, or between 
the Virgin and the Holy Ghost. But all that makes 
no difference with those of great faith; they can 
swallow a mountain as easily as a molehillor.a grain 
of mustard seed, I absolutely saw twelve persons 
slowly climbing that staircase on their knees, and 
muttering their prayers at the same time, while a 
priest in black was stationed at the foot to see that 
all was done properly. It took about half an hour 
to make the ascent and say the prayers. Thousands 
every year thus pass through that foolish perform- 
ance, when it is wholly improbable that the stairs 
were ever within a tbousand miles of Jerusalem, and 
if they were it would not make them a particle bet- 
ter. I felt no ambition to climb that staircase on my 
knees, even if by so doing I could see a picture said 
to be St. Luke's, but contented myself by looking 
up at my deluded fellow-beings, when I walked 
.away, sorrowful that at near the close of the ning- 


teenth century intelligent men and women should 
make such consummate fools of themselves, 

The Palace of the Lateran stands between St. 
John's.church and the building just alluded to. Here 
is where the popes .made their home until they 
were driven from Rome and went to Avignon. Here 


also the Borgias, including Alexander VI, his 


daughter. Lucretia, and his hopeful son Cæsar, and 
many more like them, held high carnival, and 
performed deeds which disgraced humanity. The pal- 


ace was burned once or twice, but was rebuilt.on a 


smaller scale, I was not permitted to go into the 


palace proper, though I entered the court, some hun- 
dred feet square, and looked up into the arched and 
frescoed corridors overhead which surround the 


court of the palace. I also visited the Lateran 


. Museums of antiquities, etc., which I will mention in 


my next letter. 


The Truth Seeker, November 27, 1680. 


have been erected over the grave of St. Paul, was 
built in the fourth century, and has undergone fre- 
quent restorations and improvements at different 
dates, It was considered a very fine church when it 
"was built in 1823.. And though there appears to be 
no earthly use for a church in that locality, another 
magnificent one has been erected which must have 
cost several million dollars. 

I will not attempt to describe the many rich 
works of art which it contains in the way of mosaics, 
paintings, statues, and all that, but will say that its 
gorgeous grandeur is rarely equaled. The nave 
presents a most magnificent appearance, about one 
hundred feet in hight, with two aisles on. each side, 
with the highly polished columns separating them; 
the pavement, or floor, with its thousands upon 
thousands of pieces of rare marbles worked into fig- 
ures like a rich carpet, and so smooth and highly 


. taining the holy staircase, and a hospital for women 
: capable of accommodating six hundred persons, 


: Banta Maria Maggiore. In the center of the piazza 


. This is the largest obelisk in existence, being 104 


Around the Piazza di San Giovanni stands the 


olished that it is almost difficult to stand i 
Lateran Palace, St. John’s church, the building con- t | y aket alive ia 


the whole shining and glistening like new glare ice; 
and above the columns in the nave are rich mosaic 
portraits, medallions, five feet in diameter, of the 
234 popes that have reigned, being copies from 
those in the Vatican, with similar mosaics of saints 
in the aisles, making nearly five hundred of those rich 
mosaic medallions in the entire church—all raises 
one’s admiration to the highest pitch as to what the 
art of man is capable of accomplishing. 

The two yellowish columns of oriental alabaster 
at the entrance, as well as the four sustaining the 
canopy of the high altar, were presented by the 
pagan viceroy of Egypt, and the malachite pedestals 
were given by the heretic Emperor Nicholas of 
Russia. -Between the windows in the upper part 
of the nave are representations from the life of St. 
Paul. The windows of the external aisles are filled 
with stained glass, representing the apostles and 


The street then diverges to the left to the church of 


stands an obelisk of red granite, originally erected 
by “King Thotmosis. III., in Egypt, about sixteen 
hundred years before Christ, which used to stand be- 
fore the temple of the sun at Thebes. It was 
brought by Constantine to the Circus Maximus. | 
In 1587 it was discovered there in three pieces, and 
in 1588 was erected by Sixtus V. on its present site. 


feet in hight, or, with the pedestal, 153 feet, and 
weighing six hundred tons. In my humble opinion, 
the obelisk was doing just as sensible and valuable 
service standing before the temple of the sun at 
Thebes as it is.at present before that holy staircase, 
the Palace of the Borgias, and the church of St. 


. much of an artist. 


. John, including the heads of St. Peter, St. Paul, 
and all the other named improbable holy relics. On 
‘June 24th, John Baptist’s Day, a great festival is 
held ‘here, and is attended by the pope and cardinals 


in. state... 


I must say a little about the church of St. Maria 
: Magyiore, situated on the Esxquiline, also named 
- Basilica Liberiana, or S. Maria ad nives, or S. 
Maria ad praesepe, from the manger, which it con- 
tains. It derives its ordinary name from its being 
the largest of the eighty churches dedicated to the 
It is also one of the oldest 
. Churches in Rome, and perhaps the oldest in. the 
. whole of Christendom. This is one of the five 
. patriarchial churches, and has a special jubilee en- 
trance. The principal festival is on Christmas. day, 
the festival day, too, borrowed from the pagans, the 
5th of August, and the Assumption, on the 15th of 
August, the occasion of the papal benediction. Ac- 


Virgin at Rome. 


cording to the church legend, which, however, can- 
not be traced any further back than the thirteenth 


.. century, but still just as readily accepted, the Vir- 
. gin appeared simultaneously to the devout. Roman 


atrician. Johannes, and to Pope Liberius (352-66) 


in their dreams, commanding them to ereet a church 
to her on the spot where they should find a deposit 
of snow on the following morning, the. 5th of 


August; and the legend goes on to state that they 


found snow on the date named, when the church was 
built, Although there are no grounds for the legend: 


older than the thirteenth century, and no reason 


why any importance should be attached to anybody's 


dreams, and no probability that it ever snowed in 


Rome on the 5th of August—it rarely snowing there 


in the winter—it is believed implicitly; it is just as 


probable and is sustained just as much by facts as 
that ether dream story, which Matthew relates of 


Joseph, in connection with the same wonderful Vir- 
yin, 

: It is claimed that in obedience to those dreams 
and the snow in August the church was erected, and 
rebuilt by Sixtus II. (432-40.) It was changed 
and improved several times in the sixteenth century 
under Sixtus V. and Paul V. The interior is 250 
feet. long and 100 wide; it is rich and gorgeous, 
and well stocked with rich old mosaics, paintings, 
statues, eto, Among the other distinguished paint- 
ings is one of the Virgin, almost: black, said also to 
have been painted by St. Luke. l was not aware 
till recently that St. Luke was claimed to be so 
; I thought he could draw the 
long bow a trifle, but did not know that he made 
any pretensions with the brush. This painting of 
the Virgin is richly adorned with precious stones; 
in fact jasper, emeralds, agate, and other precious 
gems abound in this church. There are among its 
.works of art thirty-six bas-reliefs, representing the 
remarkable events in Bible story. But I need not 
dwell longer.  . 

"I will speak briefly of the church of St. Paul, or 


_. rather the principal of his churches, which is called 
. by distinction San Paolo fuori le Mura. It suits 


me the best of any of the churches I have visited 
because, perhaps, it is more in the pagan style than 
any of. the others, being well filled with splendid 


~ yoünd columns of polished granite from the Sim- 


plon. It is outside the city about a mile, in a south- 


West direotion, and stands nearly alone. The origi- 
pal church whioh stood on the same Bite, said to 


fathers of the church, with their names surrounded 
by glories ; and so on to the end of the chapter, 
which is a long one. 

I left this church with the sense that there was at 
least a semblance of propriety about it all. As 
Paul was undoubtedly the real author and founder 
of Christianity, so far as it was not borrowed from 
the pagans of India, Egypt, and Greece, it is quite 
fitting that those who believe in the religion should 
erect a splendid temple to his memory; so I said, as 
I left, * Paul, go it while you can.” : 

The place where the legend says Paul was 
martyred, by being beheaded, and where his head 
after being severed made three bounds, and at each 
place where it touched the earth a living spring of 
water arose, was not here, but at another place—the 
abbey of the Three Fountains, where a church is 
also erected to his memory. What a good thing 
such a head would be in Arabia, the Desert of 
Sabara, and many other countries where it is so 
hard to find water. The place, moreover, is pointed 
out where Peter and Paul held. their last conversa- 
tion before they were martyred. This is a pretty 
good ** yarn," when it is borne in mind that there is 
no proof that Peter ever was in Rome, and that he 
and Paul were even on speaking terms. Their 
ideas of running the new religion did not harmonize 
at all. 

I next visited the church of St. Sebastian, which 
is two miles south of the city. Itis not so preten- 
tious as many of the other churches, having a single 
nave and being of comparatively moderate size. It is 
thought to have been built in the time of Gregory I. 
and altered over in the seventeenth century. It is 
somewhat remarkable for containing a stone on 
which are claimed to be the footprints of Jesus’ feet 
made at the time when Peter made his escape from 
prison in Rome and thought to elude the martyrdom 
which he knew awaited him. The tale says Jesus 
appeared to him, and Peter said, “ Master, why art 
thou here?" and Jesus replied, “I have come to 
Rome to be crucified again.” At that Peter began 
to fee] ashamed that he had thought to escape his 
fate, and returning, gave himself up again to the 
jailer, and on the stone where Jesus stood were left 
the prints of his fect. Isaw the stone and the prints 
of feet, but did not see Jesus nor Peter, nor did 
I see anybody who has seen them save in the thou- 
sands of images and paintings which are pretended 
to represent them. 

In one of the chapels of this church is the tomb 
of St. Sebastian, and the very arrow which killed 
him, and also a marble statue over the tomb of the 
saint, with numerous arrows sticking into it. Still 
he did not seem to mind it much, and looked as 
placid as though he had just eaten a good dinner. 
Do you know, as I have looked at the many repre- 
sentations of this deeply wronged man, that I have 
thought there is a trifling resemblance between St. 
Sebastian and myself? A good many arrows have 
been shot at me, and some of them hurt pretty 
badly, but they did not take my life, and I am worth 
balf a dozen dead men yet. Ishall try and imitate 
Sebastian in not minding the arrows, and go right 
on attending to my legitimate business. hen the 
malicious archers get tired of the sport of shooting 
poisoned arrows perhaps they will take a rest. 

‘Let me see, I have visited a good many other 
churches where all was glitter, gilt, and guilt. I 
have seen fine paintings there by Raphael, by 


Angelo, Giotto, Tintoretto, and lots more of those 
talented Italians who made paintings and statues for 
the churches, but I cannot longer weary you with an 
account of them. Suffice it to say that every church 
belongs to some saint, and isa storehouse of that 
which cost immense sums of money and is of no 
earthly value save for idlers like myself to vixit and 
admire as works of human skill. Roue is full of 
churches and the churches are full of the treasures I 
have alluded to. I could write a dozen letters aa 
long as this and not exhaust the subject of the 
churches of this city, but what would be the use? 
It would only tire you, and me too, and. very little 
would be gained. I hope many of you will be able 
to come and see them for yourselves. 

You must understand that in addition to the end- 
less works of art which these churches contain, 
they also possess an almost exbaustless number of 


the works of fiction. Nearly every church has some 


very remarkable relies, which are enough to make a 
person's head swim, if be would believe only the 
half that is told him. J.have alluded to several of 
these wonderful relics, but not to twenty per cent 
of them, and neither can I in this letter ; but I will 
trouble you with a few more. 

In the chureh of St. Gavali is shown the very 
stone on which Abraham undertook to sacrifice his 
son Isaac. If a few thousand dollars could be real- 
ized by it I think they could produce some of the wool 
of the ram which the angel bronght to Abraham 
to put to death in the place of his own son. In the 
same place is also shown the stone on which the 
Virgin Mary rested when she took Jesus to Jerusa- 
lem to be circumcised. If you should chance to get 
the two stones confounded it would probably make 
no particular difference. They are alike holy, and 
Abrabam’s stone will answer for the Virgin just as 
well as her owa. 

In St. John's is the column from the temple of 
Jerusalem which rplit in twain when Jesus gave up 
the ghost, when all the other rocks were rent, and 
when the graves opened and the dead therein 
walked forth, all of which remarkable occurrences 
nobody ever knew anything about save Matthew. 

They have also the stone which was under the 
cross when Jesus was crucified. And if all the wood 
which is said to be of the “true cross,” which is 
presented as relics for the various churches in Chris- 
tendom, could be gathered together, I am very sure 
the pieces would make a larger wood pile than many 
a poor man has at his door in February. 

Under the high altar in St. John’s church is a 
stone claimed to be from Solomon’s temple, and the 
very one, by the by, or a part of it, on which God 
engraved the Ten Commandments and gave to 
Moses while Aaron and company were getting up 
the golden calf, and God and Moses knew nothing 
of it. ' 

This Church of the Cross, in addition to a goodly 
share of the wood of the ** true cross” on which Jesus 
was crucified, has considerable of the wood of the 
cross on which the good thief wascrucified. That of 
the bad thief was not preserved. They should be very 
eareful not to let the wood of the cross of Jesus and 
that of the thief get mixed. It might be very un- 
fortunate, you kuow, if they could not tell which 
from t'other. The same church has also one of the 
nails of the cross and two thorns from the crown 
that Jesus wore. And, quite as remarkable, they 
have apiece of the veil which belonged to the 
Virgin. 

A St. Paul's, as I forgot to mention, in addition 
to the many other wonders, there is the very lance 
with which Longuinero, the Roman soldier, rtabbed 
the son of God when he was dying. It may be 
thought wonderful that this particular rpear was 
obtained. 1 cannot myself explain how it waa done 
ner how the soldier's name was learned. St. Peter's 
has eight columns in the tomb that are said to have 
been in the temple at Jerusalem, besides the one 
that Jesus leaned against, which makes nine. 

Ia the church of St. Clement is the body of the 
saint himself. The «tory told is that his body was 
by a Roman soldier thrown into the sea with an an- 
chor tied to the neck. His body, however, was 
preserved by coral insects building a house over it, 
which kept him safe from all harm. Some centuries 
afterward the water, by some strange means, reced- 
ed, and the saint'a body was found in a state of per- 
fect preservation, and was deposited in his: own 
church. 

In the church of St. Aericle is an image of Jesus 
when he was a babe, the Italian name of which is 
the Bambino. This image is said to be made of 
wood, but resembles a fat, chubby infant. The 
pious church people, however, think very highly of 
the virtues possessed by this Bambino. On Christ- 
mas day it is taken around to visit those who are 
sick with incurable diseases which the doctors are 
unable to help, and some most remarkable cases are 
reported as having been performed by this litle 
wooden Jesus. They have a very convenient way 
of accounting for avy result thas may take place 
with the patients; if they recover it is because of 
the great virtue possessed by the Bambino, and if 
they die it is because the Bambino has use for them 
up in the other world. In either event a round 
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tofhouse with their buckets and baskets, begging for 
food for their order. In return they promise pray- 
ers and their good influence with heaven. How 
much better it. would be for them to follow an hon- 
est means of livelihood, and leave God and his 
business to take care of themselves. And it is 80 
with the nearly 7,000 priests in this priest-ridden city; 
they are thieker on the streets at all hours of the 
day than toads after a shower. They are stealthily 
moving around among men, pretending to be help- 
ing God carry on his business, but I cannot respect 
them. I cannot like them when I think what they 
and their kind have cost, and are still costing, this 

riest-ridden country, and in fact all Christendom. 
pes appalled with horror, and I cry out in mental 
agony: “Oh, isitever to be thus? Will not men 
some day learn to be men, and to depend upon 
themselves and not look to unknown gods and their 
idle, pretending, dishonest mediators and go- 
betweens?" The churches of this one city have 
cost hundreds of millions of dollars, which have been 
wrung from the poor people, drop by drop, like 
their very heart’s blood, and by this class of false- 
hearted priests they have been kept in constant fear 
land misgiving about the torments of a perpetual 
burning lake in the world to come. Oh, what eterni- 
ties of mental agony, in the aggregate, have these 
priests thus produced! And it is still being con- 
tinued! They are now yearly drawing from 
the ignorant, superstitious people of this city hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars by the falsehood which 
they continue to preach. Oh that there may some 
time be a change ; the prospects are not flattering. 
There is not a man here who dares to raise his voice 


price has to be paid the priest for the services of 
the little wooden deity. 

In the church of St. Augustine is the image of 
the Virgin ricbly decorated with diamonds, pearls, 
&nd other precious stones, said to be worih four 
million francs. She is dressed up like a rich doll, as 
I have seen her in many other places. This partic- 
ular statue of the Virgin is eredited with having 
performed some most remarkable cures, and it 
would be tedious to mention one-half of them. In 
the same church is also to be had, for a fair equiva- 
lent, some of St. Augustine's oil, which is a wonder- 
ful curative. Deafness, blindness, inflammation of 
the brain, palsy, and nearly all other diseases, van- 
ish before it. Ithink it must surpass the “ Wizard 
Oil,” the “Magic Oil," and *' Eleetrie Oil," which 
patent-medicine men of America extol so highly. 
There is one most excellent quality about this oil of 
St. Augustine; it is like the oil that was in the 
ovuse of the widow woman with whom the prophet 
Elijah boarded during that dry spell, which lasted 
three years—it never gives out. It is indeed a 
blessing to poor humanity in this quarter of the 
world that holy water and St. Augustine's oil are 
never exhausted. Drouths may come, crops may 
fail, malaria may abound, but those two holy articles 
never cease to dispense their beneficence. 

In St. Peter’s in Viccoli is shown the chain with 
which St. Peter was secured while in the Marmatine 
prison awaiting his martyrdom. This can only be 
seen by special permission from the Pope. When 


all parties present are required to kneel for a quar- 
ter of an hour. The story about Peter's imprison- 
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ment in the Marmatine prison is, that he one day 
had some difference with the custodian, who had the 
temerity to strike St. Peter on the side of his head, 
knocking his face against the wall, at which instant 
Peter's face made an impression on the stone, which 
This is the greatest illustration 


is still to be seen. 
of “hard cheek ” I ever heard of. 


At St. Prassed’s church they have the column to 
which Jesus was tied when he was scourged by order 


of Pontius Pilate. 


At St. Gregory’s church is a Virgin from the 
fourth century. In the sixth century this Virgin 
spoke to Gregory, but what she said to him I cannot 
Probably he knew, but he died without 


tell you. 


telling. This was Gregory the Great. A man 


ought to be great to hear words from an image like 


that. The same great Gregory is said to have raised 


the Roman Emperor Trajan from his grave, and after 
baptizing him sent him back to his grave again. He 
was indeed a great man ; there are only a few that 
have been able to raise people from the dead. In 
the same church they have a table on which an angel 


once sat, and the very table from which Jesus fed 
the poor. I will not be sure that it was on the 
occasion when he fed the five thousand with five 
loaves and two fishes, for there is no account that 
he took a table with him to that picnic. 

These marvelous accounts of relics and miracles 
might be continued to a great length, but it is not 
worth while to take up your time with them now. 
It is sufficient to say that the parent, original, Chris- 
tian church teaches as trath these and many more 
similar things, and the people are required to believe 
them the same as they do the dogmas which make 
up its creed. Those who will not believe what the 
church teaches are assured they must burn in hell 
forever. What a doctrine! What a church! 

Before I leave the subject of what I have seen and 
what exists in the churches here, I must tell you of 
what I saw in the church of the Capuchin monks in 
the eastern part of the city. I have visited that church 
twice. By giving one of the numerous monks in 
attendance the sum of a frauo I was admitted into 
the basement of the church, where are arranged in 
several rooms or series of arches the bones of 6,000 
dead monks, who once belonged to the order. In 
some respects the sight surpasses the bones of the 
11,000 virgins I saw at Cologne, for here they were 
upon the whole more artistically arranged. Some 
twenty skeletons were fastened together, and a 
monk’s garment thrown over them, except the face 
part, which was grinning with all imaginable horror; 
and some were lying, and some standing in niches 
or under canopies of human bones. All the bones 
except the figures named were sorted out ; for in- 
atance, the thigh bones were piled up Jike cord wood. 
in arches and walls, while the skulls formed other 
grotesque conceptions, the clavicles or shoulder 
blades others, while the vertebrz or the joints of 
back bones, the rib bones, the arm bones, and the 
small bones of the hands and feet, as well as all the 
others, were worked in separately in figures on tlie 
arches overhead, on the wails, and all about in. a 
very artistic manner, and with great ingenuity. It 
was indeed a bona fide affair. No imagination I 
assure you. But what taste to thus speud weeks 
and months in placing human bones in all conceiva- 
ble figures and positions! But the poor idle monks 
have nothing to do but to beg, and chant, and pray, 
and perhaps they had just as well be working among 
dead men’s bones as to be begging, or preying, or 
praying. I have seen these Capuchins scores of 
times poking about in the narrow streets from house 


to be free and self-dependent. 


is a long way off. 


the francs. 


and everywhere I find baby-gods, dying gode, dead 
gods, risen gods, ascending gods, gods in heaven, 
virgins before the visit of the Holy Ghost, virgins 
after the visit of the Holy Ghost, virgins before the 
baby-god was born, virgins immediately after the 
baby-god was born, virgins when the god was being 
put to death, virgins holding the dead god after 
crucifixion, virgins now in heaven and trying to run 
the affairs of both that world and this, angels of all 
sizes, colors, shapes, and sexes; and saints! O holy 
Moses! yes, saints enough to make any reasonable 
man wish in his very heart that a saint had never 
existed. Yes, I have seen all these til my eyes 
ached, till my brain tired, and till my very heart 
yearned for relief. 

I remember that when Mark Twain wrote up an 
account of a visit he made to this country he com- 
plained of the great number -of the saints, etc., 
to be looked at, and if I am not mistaken in stating 
the number he had seen, his schedule was 13,000 St. 
Jeromes, 22,000 St. Marks, 16,000 St. Matthews, 
60,000 St. Sebastians, and 4,000,000 assorted monks, 
When I first read that statement I thought it was 
barely possible that Mark had overstated the num- 
ber a dozen or two, but since I have been over the 
ground myself and made extensive examinations, I 
am inclined to give him credit for moderation and 
accuracy, There are, perhaps, few people in Amer- 
ica who will have the temerity to question Mark 
Twain’s carefalness of statement. On the basis, 
then, that he is correct, and from my own impres- 
sions, with the memoranda I have made, I feel my- 
self prepared to also make out a schedule of what I 
have seen up to the present writing. I have seen 
nearly all that he saw, with Rouen, Dieppe, St. 
Quentin, Brussels, Antwerp, Cologne, Mayence, 
Freiburg, and Switzerland to be added. Upon this 
basis, then, let me give you the list of saints, etc., I 
have seen: 

St. Matthews, 21,500; St. Marks, 25,000; St. Lukes, 
5,000; St. Johns, 11,320; St. Peters, 17,109 ; Bt. 
Pauls, 13,920; St. Andrews, 2,718; St. Philips, 1,015; 
St. James, 1,076; St. Bartholemew, 2,009; St. Jo- 
sephs, 9,863; St. Sebastians, 62,115; St. Jeromes, 14,- 
200; St. Christophers, 9,300; St. Polycarps, 130; St. 
Ignatius, 97; St. Augustine, 223; St. Constantine, 
137; St. Gregory, 208; male saimts, assorted, 129,000; 
female saints, assorted, 19,999; the visit of Gabriel 
to the Virgin, or the annunciation, 27,006; the as- 


against this gigantic wrong and to teach the people 
A good time may 
be coming, but I fear for poor priest-cursed Italy it 


ff. 

About those bones of the Capuchins, let me add 
that after they had remained in the earth four or five 
years they were taken up and cleaned, if necessary, 
and arranged as desciibed. But that business has 
now been stopped. The Pope, deeming it improper, 
or at least useless, ordered a discontinuance. But 
the bones of the defunct six thousand monks will 
remain ou exhibition to those who will hand over 


I have mentioned to you something about the 
great numbers of statues, images, bas-reliefs, mosa- 
ics, paintings, stainings, etc., that I have seen of 
dying gods, blessed virgins, melancholy saints, holy 
angels, etc., but I really fear I have not, after all, 
done the subject full justice, for it is immense, 
or the numbers of them are, at all events. I 
have visited in this city many palaces, galleries, 
and museums literally overflowing with saints of 
which I kave not told you, but will in my next. I 
have virtually traveled from “ galleree to gallerii,” 


sumption of the Virgin, 26,720; the Virgin when 
Jesus was first born, 113,500; the Virgin and child 
together, 872,000; the Virgin, Joseph, and child, 
118,000; the Virgin and child being adored by the 
wise men, 98,000; the Virgin at the cross, 69,000; 
the Virgin with the dead Christ on her knees, 14,- 
000; the Virgin glorified, 47,000; the Virgin dressed 
as à doll, 1,472; the Virgin in heaven, 18,600; the 
Virgin in all other ways, 407,000; Jesus as a baby- 
god, 381,000; Jesus and parents going to Egypt, 
21,229; Jesus in the temple with the doctors, 19,080; 
Jesus being baptized by John the Baptist, 23,900; 
Jesus at the wedding in Cana, 18,110; Jesus on the 
Mount preaching his first sermon, 7,172; Jesus feed- 
ing the five thousand, 9,300; Jesus and his disciples 
fishing, 6,018; Jesus walking on the water, 4,080; 
Jesus stilling the tempest, 2,300; Jesus raising Laz- 
arus, 7,500; Jesus riding an ass, 4,800; Jesus in the 
temple, 5,109; Jesus at the Last Supper, 29,813; 
Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane, 18,300; Jesus 
before Pilate, 64,219; Jesus being scourged, 1,721; 
Jesus with the eross on his back, 22,734; Jesus when 
he fell the first time, 5,020; Jesus when he fell the 
second time, 5,081; Jesus when he fell the other 
ten times, 46,800; Jesus being fastened to the cross, 
123,675; Jesus when the Roman soldiers pierced 
him, 9,900; Jesus dead on the cross, 3,786,192; Jesus 
being taken down from the cross, 1,917,000; Jesus 
being put in the sepulcher, 17,800; Jesus rising from 
the dead, 19,300; Jesus appearing to Mary Magda- 
lene, 17,600; Jesus appearing to his disciples, 18,100; 
Jesus talking to. Thomas, 14,000; Jesus ascending 
to heaven, 420,000; Jesus at the right hand of his 
Father, 99,900; Jesusin the clouds of heaven, 87,000; 
Jesus in other presentations, 3,800,000; angels of 
the male sex, 708,000; angels of the female sex, 
950,000; angels, sex unknown, 1,344,000; holy pon- 
tiffs, 71,000; archbishops and bishops, 64,000; holy 
altare, 17,000; blessed candles, 181,000; gallons of 
holy water, 79:000. 

Now some of you may think this schedule slightly 
exaggerated. Possibly it is a trifle; I will throw 
off two or three dozen if you insist upon it, but my 
advice to those of you who think I have exagger- 
ated is to make the trip yourselves, look at what I 
have seen, count them all up carefully, and set them 
all down, and if you do not make the numbers as 
large as I have, it will possibly be beeause you are 
more accurate than I am. i 

You may possibly wish to know what I think of 
all this redundancy cf holinessin art. I do not mind 
telling yeu, though I do not wish to unduly shock 
your tender feelings : I regard it as a great waste of 
human time, talent, and skill. I consider it all as an 
immense effort to perpetuate a stupendous mass of 
error and falsehood. 

I have seen here in this city a statue of stone rep- 
resenting a large she-wolf nursing two little boys, 
Romulus and Remus. This is one way of present- 
ing a popular fable to the ordinary comprehension. 
Do you ask me if I believe that, because I have geen 
a wolf so represented, I believe a she-wolf ever :did 
nurse human babies ? Then I must tell you I do not 
believe;it. I have no idea that a wolf did anything 
of the kind ; I regard that fable, however, as just as 
true, just as beautiful, and just as worthy of credence 
as the fables on which our current religión is based. 
A million of statues would not make the wolf fable 
true, and a thousand million statues, paintings, and 
images will not make the Christian fables any the 
more true. 

I will, now that I am here at the fountain-head of 
the Christian system, speak still more plainly. I 
think it alike devoid of truth and beauty, I do not 
rogard the old Jewish fables upon which the System 
is founded as being true or entitled to any intelligent 
person's belief. . 

It is untrue that this earth and all the suns, 
worlds, and stars were brought into existence six 
thousand years ago. 

It is untrue that Adam and Eve were the first 
human beings that existed upon this globe. 

It is untrue that by the machinations of a snake 
the whole nature and tendency of the universe, or of 
this world, were thwarted and changed. . 

It is untrue that for the eating of an apple or two, 
countless trilions of the human race have been 
inevitably doomed to eternal suffering. l 

It is uutrue that the God of the universe ever 
hated the human race or determined upon its 
eternal torture. ier 

It is untrue that humanity is lost or alienated 
from the Supreme Power which rules the entire uni- 
verte. 

It is untrue that this Supreme Power, whatever it 
is, ever undertook to drown this world and all its 
inhabitants by sending a body of water five miles 
deep all over the earth. 

It is untrue that this Supreme, Immortal Power 
ever needed a being to act as a mediator or proxy 
for any part of the universe, va i 

It is untrue that a savior or a redeemer was ever 
needed to save the human race from hell, except it is 
the savior of true knowledge, which is the onlv 
savior that cem eave any being from the ‘hell of 
ignorance. zo) b 
| “It is untruc thet the real God, the real Supreme 
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Power, was ever under the necessity of begetting a 
son on the person of a Jewish maiden to help make 
amends for the blunders of his own making. 

It is untrue that this true God ever was under 
the necessity of putting a beloved son to death to 
enable him to forgive the human race. 

It is untrue that the universe or even this little 
globe is governed by a supernatural power, or that 
any power save that which is perfectly natural ever 
existed. 

"It is untrue that God requires any pope, prelate, 
bishop, or priest of any kind, to speak for him, or in 
his name and behalf. He makes his will known just ` 
as much to one man as another. 

It is untrue that God reveals something to one 
man and commissions that man to tell all other men, ! 
and sends to hell all who will not accept what the' 
first man asserts. He speaks to all alike. 

It is untrue that man needs or requires any priest 
or go-between to mediate between him and any god, 
or to intercede in his behalf. Every man should be 
his own priest. Men will always need teachers of 
that which is useful, beautiful, and true, but never 
of theology—the science of God, There is no such 
science. No man knows anything of God or gods, 
aud whoever pretends that he does is a self-con- 
victed, positive, unmitigated falsifier. 

Thus I pronounce the fables, inventions, dog- 
mas, or whatever they may be termed, upon which 
the Christian religion is founded, one and all, to be 
untrue, false, nothing but lies. 


It makes no difference who promulgates these | 
dogmas, whether Augustine, Gregory, Leo, Luther, ! 


Calvin, McClosky, Crosby, Talmage, Hall, or Brig- 
ham Young, they are equally false. 

Protestantism is just as false as Catholicism; Cal- 
vin uttered a falsehood when he said the human 
family was totally depraved, and lost from God. 

He uttered a falsehood when he said ihat millions 


‘many of the active workers. 


of the human race were predestined from all eternity 
- to never-ending torture. 

He uttered a falsehood when he said that but for 
the atonement made by one person, whose sufferings 
lasted but a very few hours, the whole human race 
must be damned to all eternity. 

When he uttered these things he uttered lies, and 
every person who repeats them only repeats lies. 

The hell and the devil which curse the world is 
ignorance; the savior that is needed to save mankind 
from this devil and this hell is Knowledge, which 
science, investigation, and reason afford. The im- 
mense corruptions of the church of Rome in the 
15th century, when Leo X. sent out his agents to 
sell indulgences for the commission of all sorts of 
crimes, for the ‘purpose of raising money to build 
this sumptuous church of St. Peter which I have de- 
scribed were the natural effects. A strong remon- 
strance was made; and the result was good. 
Luther and others, with a commendable degree 
of bravery and independence, revolted at the 
atrocities of the church. They protested. But they 
took only one small step. They still retained the 
gross falsehoods which the church upholds. More 
and braver Luthers are needed. Much more pro- 
testing is still vitally necessary. Christendom is 
full of errors and falsehoods. The church is most 
powerfal. Thousands of millions of dollars are in- 
vested in the false system, and hundreds of thou- 
sands of priests are interested in keeping up the 
delusion. The outlook is not as cheering as it ought 
to be. But the truth is gradually gaining ground. 
Every true and brave heart will struggle for the 
right even though the gains be slow. My own days 
are probably largely spent ; the lamp of life with 
me is almost beginning to flicker, but while it does 
burn, while life still lasts, I will to the extent of my 
ability oppose fables, falsehoods, lies. I will seek 
for truth. I will endeavor to speak it. 

Sincerely yours, D. M. B. 
et 9———— — —— 


Wealthy Liberals. 


There are scattered all through this country men of pro- 
nounced Liberal opinions who are at the same time men of 
means, The wealth of the world i8 vastly increasing, and 
no doubt Liberals, Freethinkers, and Infidels are getting, if 
not their fair share, at least some share; and those who are 
above want should delight to contribute some portion of 
their wealth to the propagation of Liberal principles. 

The Board of Managers of the League would like to ob- 
tain the names and addresses of all Liberals who are able 
and willing to devote some portion of their revenues annu- 
ally to such objecta as this League may hav in view. Tbe:e 
forehanded men and women may, in many cases, send their 
own names with contributions and pledges, but not all ot 
them will do so. We wish, then, that the secretary or pres- 
ident of every auxiliary League, or some activ Liberal in 
every town or county in the United States would make a 
list of all the names, with post-office addresses, he can think 
of in his region or elsewhere, of men or women who are 
able to do something for the promotion of Liberal princi- 
ples, and send the list to the undersigned Secretary. 

There are Cases where Liberals and Infidels, on account 
of their families or business relations or other influences, are 
paying a8 much for the support of the churches as the most 
activ, devoted, church-member in them, and are not doing 
anything for Liberalism, partly because they know of no 
organized effort or movement worthy of receiving their con. 


tributions, and partly because they would not like to hav 
such contributions known. "The Board would like to hear 
of all such cases, and we atk some Liberal to send us their 
names wherever they exist. 

If the correspondent who will do us this favor is himself 
poor, we will at least return him his postage and make other 
suitable compensation if he requires it. This is very impor- 
tant, and every reader, if he will think à moment, will recol- 
lect names that he can report to us. 


T. C. LELAND, Sec. N. L. L. 
201 East Tist st, N. Y. 


Banguet and Reception to D. M. Bennett 
ON FRIDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 29, 1880, AT THE 
HALL OF SCIENCE, IN THE CITY OF LONDON. 


Supper was ready at half-past eight, and precisely 
at that hour Mr. Bradlaugh, Mr. Bennett, and Mrs. 
Besant, Dr. Alice Vickery, Dr. Charles Drysdale, 
Dr. Edward B. Aveling, the Misses Bradlaugh, Mr. 
George Anderson, and Mr. Truelove entered the 
hall The tables were soon surrounded by the Lon- 
don friends, among whom were Mr. Le Lubez and 
Mr. Swaagman, Vice-Presidents of the N. S. S., and 
Mr. Reynolds, Vice- 
President of the N. S. S., and Mr. Forder, Secretary, 
looked well after the arrangements ; and Mr. Stand- 
ring, editor of the Republican, was also busily 
engaged. 

Mr. Bradlaugh presided, with Mr. Bennett on his 
right and Mrs. Besant on his left, the others named 
above all finding seats at the upper table. Dr. 
Drysdale and Dr. Vickery represented the Malthu- 
sian League, which thus joined in paying honor to 
the guest of the evening. About a hundred mem- 
bers of the National Secular Society took seats at 
the four large tables, and a respectable number were 
in the gallery who did not join in the repast. 

Supper being over, the London Secular Choral 
Union rendered “Jack Frost” very brightly, and 
this was followed by an admirably-executed solo on 
the piano by Herr Trousselle, an excellent German 
musician. 

MR. BRADLAUGH 


then rose and said: * Those of us present, a mere 
handiul of friends, have met here to-night in pri- 
vate meeting, members of the National Secular 
Society and the Malthueian League, to say a parting 
word of goodwill to Mr. Bennett ere he starts to- 
night for his American home. I am personally 
very glad to meet any citizen of the United States, 
because I have there received warmer greeting, 
greater kindness, than in any country. Landing 
there in 1873 an utter stranger, I was welcomed 
with most generous kindliness, and I rejoice when I 
am able to offer the smallest coin of repayment to 
any coming thence. When I remember, too, how, 
when Ilay there almost dying, and found nursing, 
attendance, care, I would indeed be ungrateful if 
auy one came here who might be cheered by kindly 
word and I neglected to offer it. But we have met 
for more than this; we have met not only to say 
good-bye to one of our own tongue, though his 
home is divided from ours by many an ocean 
mile, but to show respect to a man who has fought 
bravely ; sympathy to a man who has been de- 
feated in the fight, but who has won by strengthen- 
ing the tendency to liberty. Ifelt pleased when 
Mr. Standring proposed to the Executive of the 
National Secular Society that they should seize the 
opportunity of greeting Mr. Bennett before he left 
England. Mr. Bennett must not measure the wel- 
come or the sympathy felt for him by the compara- 
tively few gathered here, for those who now greet 
him have the right to speak for thousands, and I 
give greeting this night in the name of those thou- 
sands by right of the trust they placed in my 
hands. 

* Tug TgorH SEEKER has always been a plucky 
paper; and when Ezra Heywood was sent to jail 
for publishing an essay displeasing to the American 
Vice Society, Mr. Bennett, editor of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, sold the pamphlet because he deemed it his 
duty to assert the right of free press. For that, 
after a very able defense, he was sentenced to 
thirteen months’ imprisonment and three hundred 
dollars fine. Eleven months Mr. Bennett served in 
jail, two months being by right remitted for good 
conduct. New York spoke to him when he came 
out, as this hall spoke to friend Truelove on a simi- 
lar occasion. Some of the wisest, some of the truest, 
some of the bravest and most honest of the Ameri- 
can people gathered at Chickering Hall to welcome 
Mr. Beunett and to show how hi8 worth was meas- 
ured there. To-night we say our word. The formal 
greeting is entrusted to Mrs. Besant, and Mr. Ben- 
nett will receive it from a woman who stood un- 
flinchingly before judge and jury in the hour of 
peril. We have been more fortunate. Our judges 
have been more just. They were hard, but Eug- 
land's judges listen and judge by the law ; they do 
not, perhaps, find a point for a . weak prisoner, but 
they do not shut their ears by prejudice. But hav- 
ing read Mr. Bennett’s case carefully, I think that 
both on the trial and. on the later motion but 
scant justice was done. I may claim not to be an 
all unworthy mouthpiece for the good wishes offered 


this night, as all my life Ihave been battling for 
liberty, and I greet Mr. Bennett as a co-fighter. 
Each in this hall, and thousands outside, wish him 
well. I misrepresent none when I say, Go on board 
to-night, your heart warmed with the knowledge 
that our hope and desire is that you may hear Free- 
dom's voice risg across the Atlantic to you.” [Great 
cheering. ] 

After the Choral Union had sung “ Farewell to 
the Forest," the President called on 

MRS. BESANT, 


who said: “ Mr. Bradlaugh has spoken of the duty 
that calls us here to-night. It is pleasant to think 
that in our work that duty is one to which we are 
not unaccustomed. In our army there are more 
true soldiers than traitors, more that are faithful to 
the trust of keeping thetruth than those who shrink 
when the hour of danger comes. And I would ask 
Mr. Bennett to-night not to measure English feeling 
toward him by the mere number of those present, 
They that are here are representatives of many thou- 
sands of our fellow-countrymen. Glance down this 
iniddle table, and you will see that it is not without 
some right that we claim to welcome you in the name 
of multitudes of the citizens of England, There are 
those who taunt us with want of loyalty, and with 
the name of Infidels. In what church will they find 
men and women more loyal to truth and conscience? 
The name Infidel is not for us so long as we are 
faithful to the truth we know. If I speak as I have 
done of national representation in this hall this even- 
ing, tell me, you that know those who sit here, who 
have watched some of them for years, others of them 
but a brief time, do I speak the truth? Take them 
one by one. Your President [Mr. Bradlaugh]. but a 
little while ago in circumstances similar to those 
wherein our guest himself was placed, with that 
true lover’s keenness that recognizes the mistress 
under all disguise, beholding his mistress, Liberty, 
in danger, under circumstances that would have 
blinded Jess sure eyes, leapt to her rescue. He risked 
the ambition of his life rather than be disloyal to 
liberty. And next is seated a woman [Dr. Alice 
Vickery] who, student of a noble profession, thought 
that liberty had greater claim upon her than even 
her work. When we [Mr. Bradlaugh and Mrs. Bes- 
ant] stood in worse peril than loss of liberty, she 
risked her own good name for the truth’s sake. [Dr. 
Alice Vickery appeared boldly upon the witness 
stand and gave testimony for Mr. Bradlaugh and 
Mrs. Besant.—D. M. B.] One also is here who, emi- 
nent in his own profession, came with the weight of 
his position and his right to speak, and gave a kin- 
dred testimony [Dr. Charles Drysdale]. One step 
further, and you see one who, soldier to liberty [ Mr. 
Edward Truelove], throughout a long and spotless 
life, when the task was far harder than it is to-day, 
when there were no greetings, no welcomes, when to 
serve was to peril life as well as liberty, never 
flinched from the first even until now. He is 
crowned with the glory of the jail, that was his for 
no crime, but for claiming the right to publish that 
wherein the noblest thought is uttered in the 
bravest words. And next him is another who speaks 
for liberty [Dr. Edward B. Aveling], who has 
brought culture, university degree, position in men’s 
sight, and many friends, and cast them all at her 
beloved feet. Sir, not alone the past and present 
greet you to-night. The future also greets you with 
us. We have here also those who are training 
themselves to walk in the footsteps of the one moat 
dear to them, who shall carry on, when we have 
passed away, our work which shall have dropped 
from our hands. But he whom we delight to honor 
at this hour in truth honors us in that he allows us 
to offer him the welcome that it is our glory and our 
pleasure to give. He has fought bravely. The 
Christian creed had in its beginning more traitors 
and less true hearts than the creed of to-day. We 
are happy to-day not only in the thought of what 
manner of men we have for leaders, but in the 
thought of what manner of men we have as soldiers 
in our army. Jesus had twelve apostles. One be- 
trayed him for thirty pieces of silver. A second de- 
nied him. They all forsook him and fled. We can 
scarcely point to one who has thus deserted our 
sacred cause. The traditions of our party tell us of 
many who went to prison because they claimed for 
all that right of free speech which is the heritage of 
all. One of the most famous members of our bod 
in England, Richard Carlile, turned book-seller to 
sell books that were prosecuted. This man became 
Freethinker, driven thereto by the bigotry and 
wickedness of the churches. He sold the books of 
Hone, not because he agreed with them, but because 
Hone was prosecuted. He saw that the book in 
whose prosecution freedom way attacked was the 
book for the free man to sel]. And the story of our 
guest shows that in all this England and America 
are one. Those who gave Milton to the world can 
yet bring forth men of the same stamp in continents 
leagues asunder. Because our friend was loyal and 
true, prison had to him no dread. It was far, far 
less of dishonor to wear the garb of the convict than 
to wear “^at of the hypocrite. The society we rep- 
resent, ij e his society in America, pleads for frea 
(Continued on page 764.) 
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Prof. Denton’s Lectures in New York. 
[REPORTED FOR THE TRUTH SEEKER. | 

A brilliant and successful course of geological Jectures 
was given by Prof. Denton in the second week of Novem- 
ber at Republican Hall, with two Sunday lectures at Cartier 
Hall oz ‘ Death and the Future of our Planet.” 

These leciures were well attended by highly appreciativ 
audiences, and displayed a rare combination of scientific 
ability, originality of thought, elcquence, and humor, in a 
style that captivated all his hearers. Few extemporaneous 
speakers hav so Copious a command of expression or go 
graceful and luminous a style. His compact thought and 
fiaished sentences flow in an uninterrupted stream, without 
a moment's hesitation or the least inaccuracy of expression, 
absorbing the listener in profound thought, elevating his 
mind irto the sphere of sublimity and then bringing forth 
irresistible burri8 of merriment, so that the interest never 
flage, and his auditors feel, as the hour closes, that the lec- 
ture has been too short. 

In presenting the history of our earth and the leading 
features of its structure and changes, the subject wss 
invested with fresh interest to a!l] by its masterly handling 
and the picture que grouping of facts, showing how the 
original fire mist condensed, making first a flery ocean 
surrounded by stormy vapore, then the cooling crust of the 
globe, imprisoning its interior fires, which burst out in vol- 
Canoes and earthquakes; next the rains and the oceans filling 
the deep beds formed by the Contracting crust of the earth 
bending into mountains and Valleys. 

All thia was but the natural result of laws which we can 
ascertain and understand, for the great spirit of the uni- 
verse acts only by law. These laws develop next in the 
ocean, the lowest forms of life, and from these animalcu’s 
and simple forms of jelly or protozoa, by the operation of law, 
comes the evolution of animal life through all the divisions 
of the anitaal kingdom, the radiata, mollusca, articulata, and 
vertebrata. 

Tae vertebrates advance from fishes to reptiles, birds, and 
mammals. The mammalia advance up to anthropoid apes 
and man, who is the final product of evolution, the summit 
and fruit of the great tree of life, without which tree he 
could not hav come into being. f 

All this was the result of law, and there was nowhere any 
interruption or violation of law called miracle. The unknown 
millions of years during which our planet was preparing to 
be a gloke, with continents and oceans, were succeeded by 
ihe unknown millions during which zoophytes advanced to 
little flahes, and these developed into the large forms that 


filed the ocean. Then came the forms of smell reptils; 


which gr«dually increased to the gigantic Ichthyosauri 
and the otber monsters which ruled the world in the reptil 
age, and which hav passed away. Then came birds, rising 
into huge forms, which hav also passed away, leaving only 
their bones. Then came huge mammals, of which we now 
hav only the bones. 

In all these ages man did not appear when the world was 
not yet ready for him ; but he came in as a low-browed, 
thick-skulled savage before the mastodon had disappeared, 
and for millions of years bas been advancing to his pres- 
ent position. 

The antecedent ages of evolution indicate a similar 
incalculable range of time for the future growth and per- 
fection of man and the planet, when humanity shall be 
perfected, when all volcanors shall be extinct, all earth 
quakes exded, the continents enlarged by natural growth, 
noxious animals, insects, and weeds destroyed; agriculture 
perfected, the Climate regulated by man, and vice, igno. 
rance, and misery corquered; carnivorous habits overcome, 
alcohol and tobacco discarded, and a hundred human beings 
enjoying life Where now one only struggles through its d.f 
culties, i í 

While thus coinciding with Darwin in the general doctrin 
of evolution, and speaking of him in terms of the highest 
praise, he did not at all agree with the exclusively physical 
ideas of the Darwinian doctrin, which ignored the potency 
of the divine spirit of the universe ever operating in matter, 
to which it giva inherent tendencies to advance to higher 
forms of organization, as When an embryonic cell with no 
visible sppearance of superior organization becomes devel 
oped into a man, while a similar cell may be developed into 
& fish. d 

The divine spirit acts by law and evolves life or modifies 
it as the necessary Conditions may be present. Life origi 
nates in liquids, wbere no prior life or life germs existed. 
Liquids, with vegetable infusions, after being exposed to a 
heat far above the boiling point, all air being absolutely ex- 
cluded, hav originated animalcule. In these cases there 
must hav been an organizing power present to develop dead 
into living matter. 

This organizing power filling the universe carries on our 
planet in its destined course of progress, though there may 
be interruptions and temporary recession as in the glacial 
period, in which a sudden development of coldness inter- 
rupled tie animal and vegetable tropical life which extended 
to the arctic regions, and covered the greater part of the 
iemperate zone with great masses of ice, which moving 
southward hav leit their footprints on the hilla and the 
rocks. 

This he believed to be due to a concussion with another 
planetary body, which struck the earth and changed its 
magnetic poles. These magnetic poies were the centers of 
the greatest cold, irreepectiv of latitude, and it was owing 
to this cause that the ground at a certain place in Siberia 
Was frczen hard, five hundred feet deep. 

We understand that Prof. Denton's views om evolution 
and Darwinism will soon appear in a volume, and that an- 
Other volume will embody his astronomical researches in 
reference to an extinct planet, which he calls Sideros, the 
fragments of which hav heen falling to the earth as meteoric 
stones, 


At the conclusion of bis lecture on the Darwinian doctrin | theological books in schools; of the exemption from taxa- 


of evolution he remarked, ** I see Prof, Buchanan in the 
audience, and as there is no man on this planet whose views 
on this subj-ct I would more higbly appreciate, I should be 
pleased to hear from him on this occasion if he will come 
forward." 

Prof. Buchanan rose and remarked that although he had 
more faith in special creation than had been expressed in 
the lecture, he was pleased to express his general concur- 
rence in the able and elaquent expositions of Prof. Denton. 
He believed that the great oversoul, the divine power ever 
immanent in the universe, inspired and developed its life in 
the forms of Jaw as the general vitality or nervous force dif- 
fused in the human body evolved each organ and even gave 
a Vitality like the protezoa aud movements like the amaba 
to the minute white particles in the blood. Evolution can- 
not be denied. It is the creativ process; and the words 
evolution and creation, instead of standing in antagonism, 
must advance together in future science, and finally be 
married into one. He felt it his duty, and the duty of all, 
when philosophy and science had been presented with such 
distinguished ability, to eulogiz» and honor the scientific 
teacher to whom we were indebted, especially since Prof. 
Denton was one of the few cultivators of physical science 
whose mind was not cramped or limited to physical facts, 
the mere shell of being, and whose broad comprehension 
embraced the invisible forces and causes as weli as their 
visible effects. He had, therefore, united with others in a 
letter to Prof. Denton expressing their high appreciation 
and their hope to hear from him again before his leaving 
this country on a distant tour. He then read the letter and 
handed it to Prof. Denton, with the remark that he would 
find in it the names of many of his friends, and that thou- 
sands would hav been glad to sign it if they had had the 
opportunity, j 

The letter expressed in a terse and forcible manner the 
sentiments of the audience, who received it with enthusi- 
astic applause. 

New York, Nov. 15, 1880. 

Pror, Ww, Denton, Dear Sir: In behalf of the enlight- 
ened audiences who hav listened with unfligging interest 
and pleasure to your very able, elcquent, and instructiv 
course of lectures on geology just terminated, we wish to 
tender our thanks for your services to mankind in the culti- 
vation and advancement of science, and to express the hope 
that before you leave our country we may again hav the pleas- 
ure of listening to your brilliant expositions of science and 
philosophy. ` 

We wish to assure you, also, that although the profound 
original teacher seldom basks in the sunchine of general 
popularity, you are already j3stly appreciated and recognized 
by many as entitled to an eminent rank among the most dis- 
tinguished philoscphers and scientists of the present cen- 
tury, and as such we would Commend you to the kiad 1egard 
of the enlightened of other nations, and shall watch with 
friendly interest your progress to à world-wide fame. 


Jos RoDES BUCHANAN, M.D. J. L O'SULLIVAN. 
CBARLES DA WBARBN. H., Frau. 

E C LEONARD. HENRY J. NEWTON. 
CHARLES PARTRIDGE, ALFBED WELDON. 
L.uis DE V. WILDER, M, D. J B Loomis, 

E. B. Foors, M.D. : Wm. Waite, M.D. 
Wm H. ATarneon, M.D. Jas. V. MANSFIELD. 


Wu. BRITTEN. -R. Wriear, 
B M. Lawrences, M.D. D.S BAKER, 
N. M. Panu Lra C M. D Surg, 


A, JOHNBON, EDWIN LEACH. 
J B. WEBB, Titus MERBITT. 
F. F. Lvcv. CaanLzs H, KEECH, 


&nd others. 


Prof. Denton responded with an expression of the pro- 
found gratitude with which he received this generous ex- 
pression, a recompense for many years of hostil criticism and 
an ezcouragement for his future labors. 

c a __ 


(From the Chicago Times.) 
State Secularization. 


In answer to Mr. Green’s call, a conference of persons 
from various parts of the country was held at the Grand 
Pacific hotel on the 15:h to discuss the question as to 
whether it ig well to organiz» a movement looking toward 
the complete secularization of the state. With the purpose 
of discussing this question the conference met in the ladies’ 
parlor st 8 p.m. Is was called to order by Mr H, L. Green. 
Rev. Chas. Craven, pastor of a Unitarian church in Toledo, 
was eleeted chairman, and a Call of the roll showed the fol- 
lowing ladies and gentlemen to be present : 

F A Wickelman, J B Beale, John Z:llweger, A G Hum- 
phrey, Louis Wilhelm, Samuel Brook, Rev. G E Gordon, 
John C Bundy, Lucien Prince, Rev. George Chainey, Rev. 
Jenk L Jones, B F Uaderwood, E C Fisher, Z E Shedd, 
Samuel Perkey, G B Fieming, Mrs. A Coulter, Mrs. Amelia 
W Bate, Mrs. P A Schermerhorn, Arthur Bate, B O C 
Campbell, G H Walser, Reuben Daily, F A Kerns, P H 
Philbrick, Alonzo Lucky, Thomas B Jeffrey, A J Grover, 
J B Young, J H Strong, E Colby, Jr, JC Lutz, Prof. V B 
Denslow, LL D, H L Green, Rev. Chas. Craven, R C Spen- 
cer, R Peterson, J A Freeman, John A Miller, Mrs. John A 
Miller, Cole W Waterman, G A Guymar, J Packard, Mrs. 
GH Walser. 

When order was fully obtained, Prof. Denslow was 
called to the floor, and he proceeded to explain the purpose 
ofthe gathering. He said that an informal conference had 
been held in the forenoon, and a policy was decided upon 
as being better than the one first agreed upon. It was 
agreed that this should be the first recognized conference, 
and the end to be attained was the best method of secular- 
izing the state. The first question would naturally be, ‘' Is 
this meeting in favor of secularizing the state?” By that 
phrase was meant substantially the same thing, but more 
minutely, ag was meant by ‘secularization of the state” 
one hundred years ago. It meant the discontinuance of all 
purely religious ceremonies or observances in legislatures or 
other public bodies ; of the use of all purely religious or 


‘tion of church property, and the legal observance of any 
‘particular day as sacred. If the society was iu favor of 
such secularization of the state, how was it to be best pro- 
moted ? . Was it to be by organization ? And if so, should 
the organization be national, state, local, or all three? If 
the time had come for organization, were there enough per- 
sons present to inaugurate the movement? . It involved 
changes in the legislation of thirty-seven states, and in a 
national Congress. The end aimed at was legislativ, j adi- 
cial, and national.. It was a great questiop,[and it must hav 
the assent of nearly thirty millions of people. To obtain 
that, the friends of the movement must be not only sincere, 
but calculating and politic. They must count their forces 
before they enter the battle. To go in with too few would 
be to show simply the weakness of the effort. Many people 
supposed that the principle of the secularization of the atate 
was adopted when the government was established. It was 
the undoubted intention of the founders to establish such a 
government, and the object of this movement was to com- 
plete that idea, If ali the intelligent people of the country 
could be enlisted in the movement its friends would hav a 
vast army to call upon. There were many in the orthodox 
and evangelical churches who would assist to accomplish 
the result if the platform were broad enough to admit them, 
and if the movement was understood to be independent of 
any theological bias, and was not aimed at the life or wel- 
fare of the church. Rsv. Dr. Spear was such a gentleman ; 
the New York Independent was such a paper. Ten or a 
dozen such could be counted among clergymen, journalists, 
lawyers, and other professional men. "The speaker offzred 
the following for discussion: 

Resolved. That this meeting favors the complete seculari- 
a3tion of the state. . ] 

-Resolved, That while much organized work may be necei- 
sary to this end, the elements which may be brought to co- 
Operate in such work are so diverse and widely diffused, and 
many of them of such divergent religious and political 
views, that we deem it important at present to form such 
a provisional organiz tion for correspondence and initiatory 
work as shall lead to the ultimate crystallization and union 
of a!l the elements in the moat effectiv manner. To this end 
we therefore recommend the appointment by this meeting of 
8 committee on Correspondence, a committee on national 
address, and a committee on finance, 

The first resolution was adopted. 

On the second, Mr. Spencer, of M 1waukee, spoke at some 
length, explaining what the organization sought to accom- 
plisb. It did not wish to overturn anything good in society, 
and there was nothing ia the movement to frighten any 
conservativ church member. It was possible for immigra- 
tion, with its strong religious ideas, to become so strong 
ultimately as to enforce on the American people its ideas, 
taking advantage of the liberty of action here to accomplish 
that end. Tse thorough elementary education of every 
child should be altended to, and the church should be thor- 
oughly separated from the state ; then there would be toler- 
ance, and the rights of all in their religious views secured. 
The movement should-be national, and he thought it one of 
the most important in which the American people could 
engage. 

Mr. Reuben Daily, of Jeffersonville, Ind., wanted an 
organ'zsiion ; he wavted some action taken which should 
giv the Liberals some impulse to work in their homes, But 
he did nat want the movement to fall into the hands of men 
whose names were associated with Freelovism and obscenity 
in the mails. And further, he saw the power of the church, 
and the bigotry— a 

Mr. Spencer arose to a point of order. The meeting was 
not called to attack the church, but to devise some means of 
secularizing the state, 

The chair ruled the point well taken. 

Mr. Daily conceded the objec'ion, and said what he 
wanted was some kind of a tangible organization, to meet 
in some other place at some other time, so that Liberals 
might hav some objectiv point to work forward to. 

Mr. Coulter wanted the object to be secularization, and 
that alone, and he wanted that point well defined. 

Rev. G. E Gordon, of Milwaukee, tock the same view, 
and he hoped the addresses and public utterances would 
make that plain. It was not a question for Liberals ; it was 
for everybody, orthodox as well as Liberal. He knew an 
elegant Episcopal gentleman, a doctor of divinity connected 
with a theological seminary, who had almost a mania on the 
subject of the separation of church and state. Rav. Dr. 
Spear, the eminent Congregational minister of Brooklyn, 
was working. earnestly in the same cause. The speaker 
knew, and he supposed that all those present knew, of 
instances where magistrates in assigning children deprived 
of their natural protectors, to a school, seat them toa purely 
sectarian school to receive a sectarian education. This 
ought not tobe. Buta reform could not be accomplished 
without the aid of orthodox people, and they ought to be 
invited and gladly received. 

Mr. Daily returned to the charge, and began to go for the 
church and the Bible again, when Mr. Spencer called him 
to order. The chair decided that the speaker was going out- 
Bide the call in his remarks. . 

Mr. Green spoke of Mr. Daily’s high standing among 
Liberals, but he thought Mr. Daily was going beyond the 
subject under discussion, 

Mr. Daily saw the point, and restrained his pugnacious 
temperament within the prescribed bounds. 

Mr. B. F. Underwood thought the plan should be to ask 
all to join in the secularization of the state, and it should be 
understood that the orthodox people in aiding in that were 
not doing anything to weaken their churches, All should 
be treated courteously, and there should be nothing said 
which would offend them. He thought a national organiz3- 
tion might sound pompous at present, and he did not Know 
j but that for the first three months there should be corre- 
:Bpondenee and the issue of addresses, and then a large 
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organization. He believed this would be better, He wanted | 
the orthodox people to be invited to join, and to be treated 
courteously, and he would work cordially with them. 
After some further discussion the resolution was adopted. 
The chair appointed as a committee on correspondence 
and provisions! organization, B. F. Usderwood, R. C. 
Spencer, and Prof, Van Buren Denslow, 
The committee on correspondence was asked to prepare an 
address also. : 
` - The meeting took a recess for supper and reassembled at 
8 o'clock, when Prof. Denslow read the following report:- 


The committee on correspondence and organization re- 
spectiully report that more time than is aff rded by the 
duration of this conference will be necessary for the prepa- 
ration.of a satisfactory and «ffectiv address to the people 
of the United States upon the subjects which bav here 
been under discussion, and we theierore ask the authority 
of tnis conference to prepare and issue in its name, at the 
earliest convenient opportunity, an address to the people, 
embodying the following pointe: 

1. A succinct statement of tne history of the principle of 
Seculariziuon of the state, of the ¢cffort of the 1,unders of 
our institutions to incorporate the pcinc:ple in our federal 
and state g Vernmeats, and of ita various claims as a prin- 
cipe upou the assent and co-operation of all the peuple 
of the United States regardless or creed or theological bius. 

9. A statement of the principle of secularizstion of the 
state as one promotiv of the welfare, progress, and happi- 
ness of each and every Class of our people, in harmony with 
Sound morals, and as affording special relief to each aud 
every Ciass Of thinkers whose views may not be largely 
assented to by ethera. 

8. A clear exposure of the injustice and impolicy of con 
necting religious «fficers and tunctions with either legista- 
tion, the sdministrauon of justice, the punishment of crime, 
the education of youth in our public schools, or wiih any 
other state funcion, and the like impolicy and injustice of 
exempting religious. property or persons from any of the 
duties or burdens of the state. 

4. A clear exposition of the political, socia], moral, and 
religious advantages which will ensue in this country from 
perfecting and compleiing that principle of state seculariza- 
tion which formed a leading motivon the part of the fcund- 
ers of our republ.c, and which they sought to embody in 
all our constitutions, and did include in them to the extent 
to which the principle was then understood. 

5. This address shall be so drawn as to commend the 
principle of state secular;z;tion to all persons who rightly 
apprehend the natu:e of our institutions, regardless of 
nationality, party affiliation, and religious or theological 
views. 

Concerning organ'z tion, this Committee reports the chief 
objects toward which its correspondence shall be directed, 


to be: . : : 

1. Tocalloutand publish through the public press, and 
such other channels as shall offer, the views of all classes 
of persons concerning state secularization. 

2 To stimulate the formation and co-operation of local 
organizations in every tc Wa and neighborhood in the United 
States where possible, which, whatever inay be their other 
objects, shall, as one of their Objacts, co-operate with this 
committee in promoting state secularization either by cir- 
culating documents, collecting audiences for lecturers, or 
contributing to its funds. ; D. 

8. To draw out from leading minds—whose opinions con- 
cerning ways and means of Organizing are entitled to 
respect—their best views as to the proper mode to be pur- 
sued in effecting permanent organizations, whether national, 
state, or local, and the relation in which the national should 
stand to the state and local organizations, if such relation 
should be deemed expedient. | . 

4, When itshall appear to this committee that the further 
work aimed at by this conference requires a more consum- 
mate plan of organization, and that the materials for a suf- 
ficiently comprehensiv organization will be at the disposal 
of this conference when convened, this committee ask 
power to convene this conference, and, in convening the 
same, to invite also such other suitable persons and organi 
zations as may hav evinced a desire to co-operate in its pur 
poses With the view of eXtending Or perfecting such organ- 
ization as will best promote the object. 

Inasmuch as the finance committee to be appointed by 
this conference will probably hav no time to report during 
the present session, therefoie we respectfully suggest that 
this conference instruct the chair to appoint a finance com- 
mittee of seven persons, whose Chairman and treasurer shall 
be chosen by the committee, and whose treasurer shall be 
treasurer of thia provisional Organization. Baid committee 
On organization shall incur no «xyenses without the sanc- 
tion of the finance Committee through its Chairman, nor 
unless there are funds in the treasury for their payment; 
and the secretary of the provisional organization shall 
receive such Compensation out of the funds to be raised by 
the finance committee, and When the same shail be raised, 
as said fluance committce may deem proper, and shall woik 
under the instruction of the committee on correspondence. 


The report was discussed at considerable length. — — 

Mr. Daly did not 1.ke it because there was nothing in it 
He did not think it was radical enough; he feared the move- 
ment would fail on ihat account, and he wanted to see more 
Liberalism expressed in it, 

Mr. Underwood and others opposed his view strongly. 
The aim was to secure the co-operation of orthodox people. 
The movement never could win without it; and unbelievers 
had no more right to force their hetorodox views on believ- 
ers in this issue than the believers had to force their ortho- 
dox views on unbelievers. It was a question of the secular- 
ization of the state, purely and simply, and not of orthodoxy 
or heterodoxy, or belief and unbelief. 

After some further discussion the report was adopted, 

Mr. A. J. Grover presented the following, which, after 
discussion, was adopted. It is a definition of what is meant 
by state de : 

rization we mean: 

By gato ie of religious worship, including Bible read- 
ing, enforced a8 an act of worship, shall cease in legisla- 
tures, prisons, and public schools, and institutions sustained 
PY, hat iio property shall be exempted from taxation and 
n0 persons from contributing their juat share to the burdens 
of the state on account of their beiog. used or engaged in 

B. 
E "hat all laws enforcing the observance of one day 
above another upon religious grounds shall be repealed. 


pa 


4. That all laws requiring judicial oaths to be in any 
religious form or limuing the admissability of persons to 
testify, hold «ffize, sit on a jury, or perform any other civil 
function hecause of any lack of religious belief, be re- 
pealed. 

The chair announced as the Finance Committee, Robert 
G. Ingersoll, Washington; John O Bundy, Chicago; Lucien 
Prince, Worcester, Mas*,;; Prof. P. H. Philbrick, Iowa 
City, Iowa; J. C. Lutes, Gardner, 111; Z Shedd, Fremont, 
Neb.; G. H. Walser, Lamar, Mo. ; G. B. Fleming, Angola, 
Ind. The Committee organized by electing Mr. Ingersoll 
President, and Mr. Bundy Treasurer. 

The Secretary announced that he had received a number 
of letters from gentlemen in the country in sympathy with 
the movement, and suggested that they be printed. 

Mr. Grover moved t&at when the Committee call ths next 
conference they announce the place of meeting as Cnicago, 
but after some discussion it was thought best to leave that 
to the Committee. 

After some further discuasion the Conference adjourned 
sine die, 
à ——— 3$ e 


A Visit to Tennessee. 


To THE EDITOR of Tus TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: Being on 
a business visit to the South and thinking that your readers 
would probably hav no objeciion to hearing somewhat of 
some towns in that section cf the country, I write you my 
impression of this town of Knoxville, Tenn. It is a much 
larger place than I had supposed. It is built over a number 
of hills, I think more than Rome had; and yet it is by no 
means a romantic place; the antics one cuts up roaming 
about it to the contrary notwithstanding. Indeed it is not 
always easy to stand in jumping the ditches of Kaoxville. 
(The idea of one standing while he is jumping is not very 
bad either.) But I must not let my wit go too far. The 
thin mountain air and the excellent breakfast of rich mlik, 
fried ham and eggs, and delicious chicken; the corn bread 
and the buckwheat cakes and coffee to top cff with hav 
possibly exhilarated my simple nature beyond its wont ; it 
does not take much to intoxicate a person who is not used 
to excitement of that kind. Ooffee always has a decided 
effect upon me—much, I think, as wine has on those who 
habitually use it. 

If there is one thing more than another which struck me 
this morning, in wandering about the place, it is the utter 
lack of appreciation of the value of fresh paint as a decora- 
tiv effect. I think I saw but one house in a walk of an 
hour and a half that had been painted, within the memory 
of most school children. Both brick houses and wood, the 
houses of the poor and of the well-to-do business houses 
and residences, all seem to exist in a sort of conservatism as 
to color. May not that be in one sense a characteristic 
idiósyncrasy of the South. 

On my way about I went into the rolling mill here, which 
is quite a large one, having, I should judge, ata rough 
guess, something like seventy-five or one hundred men em- 
ployed in or about it, but I was struck witi the fact that 
the msjority of the workmen who sustained the higher 
sorts of labor, seemed to be English and Welskmen ; one 
negro was working the iron under a steam hammer, but the 
nativ whites and negroes seems mostly to be employed in 
the grosser labor, such as carting and wheeling aud the like. 
Imay hav been mistaken in judging by the faces of the 
men, but this seemed to me to be the case. 

The air here is delightful and bracing and when the mists 
hav cleared from the surrounding hills the views from the 
high points must be very fine indeed. I hav no doubts that 
the dry air of the mountains is at the bottom of the lack ot 
paint every where visible; the houses probably last about as 
well without paint as with; indeed, many houses seem to 
hav lasted since the first settlement, from their present 
appearances, at least they hav lasted from the time the first 
sawmill came to town, for I believe I hav seen but one of 
those log houses Which I suppose were the first order of 
architecture. 

Last evening, on the railroad, we were just beginning to 
climb down on this side of the Blue Ridge Mountains at 
sunset, and the sky inthe west was a beautiful sea of gold, 
and that with the purple range of hills between us and it, 
mede a picture that fixed my gaze for a long time in ad- 
miration that is nearest adoration to anything I know of. 

Every true lover of nature must, it seems to me, feel deep 
sympathy with the early religionists who saw in these grand 
phenomena the works of gods. They Were so grand, and 
not being understood, and each thing done, seeming to 
them, in their thorough individuality, to be necessarily the 
woik of a distinct will and special effort, they hav good 
resson to place the God behind every glory. How grand is 
our conception of the ene ever-Working, never-ending life, 
with its eternities of times and its eteroal eternity; with its 
infinity of individualities and its omnipotent unism, sll so 
inextricably woven and dependent that neither one is think- 
able without the other. 

We hav avery nice hotel to stop at—the Hattie House. 
My room is on the first floor; that is, on the second of the 
building, but the first of the hotel, since the lower stories 
are used as large stores. It is sunny, large, and very clean, 
and Iam happy to say it is innocent of paint, the wood- 
work being simply varnished yellow pine, which is very. 
much to my taste, being simple and natural. The town- 
people’s aversion for paint is, I think, of modern origin, 
for most of the houses in the town appear to hav been 
painted a sort of muddy color once upon a time—‘‘ down 
the sges long departed.” : 

The people seem to be a very sturdy, honest, well-mean- 
ing set of folks. By honest, of course, I mean as honest as 
they can be, and at the same time get all they can gorge, 
which is the limit, I believe, generally intended when we 


mont folkg would call a fool, 


doubt, are, generally speaking, good Christians ; that is, 
they do not swear too much; do not drink much more than 
they can carry generally; are charitable, when the notion 
takes them, and are not quarrelsome, except in disputes. 
T.ke it altogether, that is very much the sort of man we 
admire in n:vels when painted so as to contrast with some 
one worse, P ctures, plays, and novels are very poor edu- 
cators in this regard—almost as bad as Sunday-sehoo! tales, 
They all show the world as being composed of two seta of 
people—the good and the bad; or pernaps I should say four 
sets—the innocent and the virtuous, the weak and the fallen, 
But in natural life these special sorts don’t occur once in a 
hundred times. Tae good and the bad qualities are so in- 
termingled that— well, I hav never yet met a man I could 
not honor somewhere, nor one who was not poisonous in 
some particular spot of his moral character, 

I saw oue w manin my morning walk who had the true 
poetical sou). I do not suppose she would admire Robert 
Browning, even if the book were bound in red musiia cov- 
ers; but she stood in the door of a meat shop, with yellow. 
hair in delightful disorder over her shoulders, and as she 
held her baby child up in the sunlight she said of a big sow 
in the street, ‘On, see the piggy; pretty piggy!” Now, 
any One, man or woman, Without regard to religion or pre- 
vious servitude, who cin stand in a meat shop door, and, 
seeing an old sow rooting in the road, call it, for the pleas- 
ure ot another, *' Pretty piggy,” is a pet, whether willingly 


or not. GaTHEAN O'Moss, 
———— d$ Or 


Merciful for Once. 


[The persis!ency of Comstock'8 hatred toward his victims, 
hia fondness for getting people into prison, and how Judge 
Benedict in one instauce yielded to the noble instinct of 
mercy, is thus well told by Truth of the 18th inst, :] 


Iu 1874 Anthony Comstock. caused the arrest of a man, 
whose name we suppress, for sending through the mails a 
number ef pictures of a very vile character, The officer 
who made the arrest lost his prisoner before he got him to 
the court house, and thelatter was not heard of for several 
years. 

Subsequently it appeared that the fugitiv, abandoning his 
criminal associations, sought and obtained menial employ- 
ment in a gas compauy at low wages. 

He worked hard in this position for several months, when, 
from no fault ot his own, he was discharged, 

After working at other honest labor u short time he was 
aided by his friends to start a small cigar store in Newark. 
Having got the business well under way, so that he was 
making an honorable living fur himself and family, a wife 
and Children, he was standing one day in the doorway of 
his store, when Comstock, pissing by and recognizing him, 
caused his arrest and extradilion to New York upon the old 
charge. 

His counsel, after examining into the case and learning 
the foregoing facts, and that he had borne an excellent 
character and pursued an honest course of life ever since 
hia first arrest and escape, conferred with B. B. Foster, then 
Assistant United States Attorney, laying the evidence of the 
defendant's good character before him and notifying him 
that a plea of guilty would be entered. 

At the preper time that plea was made. 

When Judge Benedict's sentencing day came round Gan- 
eral Foster appeared in Judge Benedict’s chambers as usual 
to confer respeCting the prisoners to be sentenced. When 
‘he name of this particular prisoner was taken up, Judge 
Benedict said to Fuster: 

* Well, how many yeara ought I to giv this man?” 

“Years!” exclaimed Foster. ‘Years! Why, I think this 
is & Case for mercy." 

** Hardly, hardly," said the Judge, wiping his moustache 
violeutly. “Mr. Comstock was here this morning, and 
exhibited to me some of the vilest pictures I ever saw, 
which this prisoner bas pleaded guilty to haviog mailed.” 

“ Didn't he tell you that that was four years ago?" in- 
quired Fuster. 

' No," said the. Judge, indiffarently, ‘and, if he had, I 
Can’t exactly see its bearing on the question of mercy.” 

“ Perhaps not,” pursued Fuster, ‘ but this man has been 
an honest man ever since; he has earned an honest living at 
hard and menial work; he has shown a disposition under 
trying circumstances.to become a good citizen; he presents 
a good character, proved by ciuzeus of high standing, 
which he bas earned since he cummitted his crime. All 
this is known to Mr, Comstcck. It would beau outrage, 
under these circumstances, to punish this man severely," 

While Fuster was sayiog this Judge Benedict's eyes 
flished with indignation, and, as Foster concluded, he ex- 
pressed an opinion of Comstock, the publiestion of which 
would make that individual's brazza checks burn. He 
parsed the case without further comment, and conferred 
upon others, merely taking from Fuster the proofs of this 
prisoner’s character and habits since his first arrest. 

Coming into court à few minutes after, and ascending the 
bench with a judicial thunder cloud upon his brow, he gave 
one look at Comstock—a look that spoke elcquently of his 
contempt—and turned his attention to the busiuess before 
him. i 

When Comstock's victim was brought forward, Judge 
Benedict glanced once more at Comstock for an instant, 
and then directing his eye at the prisoner, said: 

“I havy examined into the facts of your case with care, 
You stand convicted of a vile crime, but it was committed 
years ago, and since that time you hav endeavored to liv an 
upright life, ‘The sentence of the Court is that you be im- 
prisoned in L'idlow-Sireet Jail for one month.” 

Comstock looked about for the nearest keyhole and van- 
ished. l : BN P 
et ———— 
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(Continued from page 761.) Bruno, Spinoza, Paine, and many English-speaking the liberty of the press. He wished he could add 
thought, speaks for free speech, claims for every Freethinkers and Radicals. At this moment it is | that the parallelism extended to the conclusion of the 
one, however antagonistic, the right to speak the the works that deal with the relations between the'cases. The whole position in America much resem- 
thought he feels. It is better that this should be, {sexes that lead to the prison cell. A few years ago bled the question here. Tux TRUTH SEEKER and 
even though the thought be wrong, for thus the honest citizens could be imprisoned for Atheism. the National Reformer were really synonymous; 
sooner will its error be discovered ; better if the Bigots will never relax their efforts whilst there is terms, for. how could a truth seeker be aught but a. 
thought be right, for then the sooner does the glad- | one atom of freedom still to be won. - And in this | national reformer, and what does a national reformer 
ness of a new truth find place in the heart of man. connection it is impossible not to note the resem- seek save the truth? The truth seeker met lies, and: 
As the mouthpiece, sir, of our National Society, and|blance between the case of our veteran English; must try to reform them; and so the reformer must. 
of its many thousands of members, I speak to you | Freethinker, Edward Truelove, and that of Mr. | be a truth seeker and a truth liver, for he or she who 
now. Bennett. One would think that the laws determin- | was false to principle could never be a real reformer, 

[The eloquent speaker then read from the illu-|ing the relationship between the sexes were so per-| We English have rather a habit of patronizing 
minated address set in a large gilt frame, asfollows:]|fect as to merit the appellation of sacred. The | America, thinking that our ancestors went over and 
T clergy and the lawyers appear satisfied with the|made America what she is; she has a habit of dis- 
“WE SEEK FOR TRUTH, existing condition of things, and yet every year in |tinguishing berself, so we claim the credit. We rec- 
«TO D, M. BENNETT Parliament we find questions affecting these rela- |ognize in Mr. Bennett’s trial the family resemblance 
Py. i tionships coming forward. Divorce, marriage with | both in good and ill; we recognize in those who prose- 
“In asking you to accept at the hands of the|a deceased wife's sister, the custoly of children, | cuted him the spirit of the Puritans in its narrow- 
National Secular Society of England this symbol of | married woman’s property, ali are subjects of dis- | ness and bigotry, and on the other side, also, the true 
cordial sympathy and brotherly welcome, we are but | cussion. At the Social Science Congress papers on | descendant of the Puritans, the courage, the strength 
putting into act the motto of our society. ‘We|kindred subjects were read. One was entitled, ‘To|of principle, the perseverance which made Oliver 
Seek for Truth’ is our badge, and it is as truth|what is our marriage system drifting? John| Cromwell Oliver Cromwell, and England the England 
seeker that we do homage to you to-night. Without] Stuart Mill has written that “there are no slaves in | of thisday. Manyin America go with us in thinking 
free speech no search for truth is possible ; without | England save married women." These are matters | that a certain book is not quite inspired, that it con- 
free speech no discovery of truth is useful ; without | that we should discuss fearlessly and openly, these | tains some thirgs that are excellent and some that are 
free speech progress is checked and the nations no] matters that refer to the happiness of those already | the reverse ; that book contains the advice, “Agree 
longer march forward toward the nobler life which |in the world, and to the bringing into the world of | with thine adversary quickly, whilst thou art in the 
the future holds for man. Better a thousandfold| children whom we would have more happy than | way with him." Not so! but when fighting is to be 
abuse of free speech than denial of free speech.|their fathers. Our guest to-night in his defense of done do not yield ; rather fight, foot to foot, hand 
The abuse dies in a day ; the denial slays the life of|the right of dealing openly with these intricate | to hand, face to face; it is not then time to yield, 
the people and entombs tbe hope of the race. questions has earned the gratitude of all. In better | but time to fight, for you fight not for yourself, but 
“In your own country you have pleaded for free | days he will be remembered among those who dared|for one greater than yourself. In the old Greek 
speech, and when under a wicked and an odious law |to suffer in the cause of humanity." (Cheers.) stories we read of men and of women who threw 
one of your fellow-citizens was imprisoned for the themselves between the weapon and the friend at 
publieation of his opinions, you, not sharing the DR. CHARLES DRYSDALE whom it was aimed, in sublime devotion laying down 
: opinions, but faithful to liberty, sprang forward to life for friend and even for king. Remembering 
defend in him the principle of free speech which such stories, shield with even your own bodies that 
you claimed for yeurself, and sold his book while which is greater than you. A man throws himself 
he Jay ia prison. E this i you were in turn between his mistress and a blow, and would sacri- 
arrested and sent to jail, and the country which won |: : DET : . | fice his life ere a hair of her head should be harmed, 
its freedom by the aid of Paine in tho. eighteenth ies erm in the direotion of toleration of hetero- and in the hour of danger you stood [turning to 
: : : z pinions that heroism is no longer necessary ; : : 
century, disgraced itself in the nineteenth by the bat that the whole duty of the individual at present | Mt. Bennett] in front of your mistress, Liberty; the 
imprisonment of a heretic. The republic of the|i. to fill his purse 2 enjoy the many S ates blow aimed at her fell upon your person, but she 
pate pate eae ee and not d 11 | poured into the lap of that class of fortunate citizens remained unscathed. (Loud cheers.) 
1 d f era pata L but bi : zi coun oe that inherits the earth. How entire a delusion this MR. U. N. DAS, 
We P P your fado i Oe tee vi EE: belief is, is proved by our presence here this even-|a learned Hindoo, next addressed the meeting. He 
M Jwh Potest CE ed Capry f * Ws ing. In the midst of the great English-speaking |said : “ In the name of that land which under its own 
l fer od nah di bur Piper ea T pape o. Thanks republic of the West, in the land of Franklin, Wash- | rulers had toleration of the most pronounced type, a 
fo A heroin X which never finched. iu a h f ington, and Lincoln, after the greatest contest for| philosophy absolutely Atheistic, a religion purely 
di : REED liberty that has been waged in modern times, that | secular, in the name of that land which under foreign 


' battle; hope for a more peaceful future, in which : : in buildi 
E : of the slave-power against the toilers of the North— |1ulers to-day spends thousands in building palaces and 
ane spunea lepus pain may bea sacred her-|;, the very time when we might have expected that | churches for a religion we do not accept, | also greet 
g gre» you. Ishould be inclined to wonder at the bigotry 


: liberty of speech would never again be assailed, we 
(23 x » b 
R CERE BEIDOREUH, Premdent, were startled in London by hearing of the prosecu- | and intolerance shown here and in America were it 
“Soldier of liberty, we give you this. Do in the|tion of one of the ablest citizens of the -United | not that they are not new to me. Since I have been 
in England I have seen a man on the brink of the 


future the same good service that you have done in | States of America, for maintaining the right to pub- 
the past, and your reward shall be in the love that | lish and sell a rather advanced speculative essay on | grave imprisoned for publishing a book, a woman 
true men shall bear to you.” (Loud cheers.) morals and society. Fresh as we were from thej notable for her wisdom and modesty, under a bad 
MER. BENNETT . {dismal struggle for free utterance of opinions, so |law worse administered, bereft of her children, and 
3 heard her maligned by an English baronet.and in an 


. nobly maintained by Mr. Bradlaugh and Mrs. Besant, 
Nearly overcome with a deep sense of gratitude, | the worthy heirs of the traditions of Paine, Carlile,| English Houseof Commons. Bat that you, sir, com- 
ing from America, that has been beacon light to all 


expressed his thanks in a few words: “ Language | Hetherington, and the brave Freethinkers of old 
is hardly adequate to express the feelings of my | England, and which culminated in the prosecution, | nations, should thus suffer came with a shock to me. 
heart. lam overwhelmed with a feeling of grati-|by a secret and interested body of clergymen and |I should like, very much, a definition of the quantity 
tude for your gracious words of cheer and encour-| aristocrats, styling itself the ‘Society for the Sup-[of religion acceptable to society. In the political 
agement as to what I have tried to do. "When I|pression of Vice, of as honest and fearless an Eng- | world we have the Marquis of Ripon, who, accord- 
came over to Europe I did not suppose for a moment labman as has ever lived, Mr. Edward Truelove—|ing to somè people, has too much religion, and 
that anything of this kind was in store for me. I|depressed by the horrors of his and that of Mrs. |Charles Bradlaugh, who, according to some people, 
came to attend the Brussels Congress, and my stay | Annie Besant’s cruel treatment in this very city, it | has too little religion. Your countrymen are very 
was prolonged for a few weeks on the Continent | wag with a feeling almost of despair in the future of | handy at inventing instruments, If only some of 
and here. This meeting was altogether unexpected our race that we heard of the trial and imprison-|them would invent a credometer, what benefactors 
by me, and I am very grateful for it. I shall prize | ment of Mr. D. M. Bennett. The work he under- they would be! 
what you have said and this address [placing his|took to sell contained nothing new, nothing that had | «In conclusion, let me tell youa little story. Once 
hand upon the beautiful testimonial which had been|not been said over and over again by poets such as|on a time there was a king who had two wives. 
presented him and was then before him] more than|Shelley, and earnest moralists in all countries, and | And the homelier and plainer of tbese was banisbed 
solid gold. I shall keep it to the last day of my yet, so ignorant are the masses that they gave up | at the bidding of the younger. And later the king 
life and show it with pride to my friends. I am|their rights to a free press to please the bigots and | went upon a hunting expedition, met the discarded 
grateful to you that you sustain me thus, and that|purists of society (men who have in past time del-| wife, and a son was born. And the son grew up 
you appreciate my efforts. I shall return home full uged the earth with innocent blood), and cried out|and came to the throne. And, behold, he was o. 
of energy, and shall not forget what good compan-| once again, .‘ Crucify him! Crucify him ? Every jected as not being of birth sufficiently lofty. And 
ions I have here in England in the work of bringing | new truth, it appears, must have its martyrs. Had |he, retiring into solitude and fading out of the life 
liberty to our fellows. It is not alone theology wej Mr. Bradlaugh and Mrs. Annie Besant known less] of the gay, frivolous court, melted into the infinite 
fight. Our whole work is trying to take steps to-! of law, they, too, must have worn in a prison the | azure of heaven, and became a fixed star and a 
ward a larger freedom. You have found us in| erown of martyrdom. In the future, as in the past, | beacon and a gladness to the eyes of man. Thu 
America working with you. I shall carry home|heroism will never be unneeded, So long as abject | does man banish science at the bidding of supersti- 
tidings of what you are doing here, and the earnest- superstition destroys all the most innocent joys of | tion. But though she be banished times and again 
ness you show in every way. I am not used to|life, se long as poverty so greatly abounds, men | her destiny is to be a beacon and gladness to the eyes 
speaking, but I say very earnestly that I thank you. | and women must fight for new truths and consent | of man when kings and palaces, priests and cathe- 
I take the word of you all that you all feel as this|to suffer as Mr. D. M. Bennett has done. All honor | drals are become as nothing. Sir, we cannot all be 
address speaks. I shall remember what has passed | and glory, then, to those who suffer in this our time | great, but all of us, when we find men of your stamp 
this night as long as memory holds her seat. I sin-| for the good of the race.” [Loud applause.] amongst us, can join in hearty welcome, and show 
cerely thank you.” (Great cheering.) The Choral Union again interposed with a grace-|that we appreciate and are thankful for your preat- 
ness and goodness.” [Cheers.] 


The Choral Union sang in admirable style, * H ful “Spring Song.” 
F 219 s The Choral Union then sang “Men of England," 


Lovely are the Messengers," and then ; 

and the meeting broke up, many pressing forward 
to shake hands with Mr. Bennett as he Jeft the hall, 
and even after he took a carriage for the railway 
station for Liverpool, bearing with him the illumi- 
nated testimonia] he had received, and with his heart 
filled with gratitude. ; 


Editor of the Malthusian was next called on, and 
was warmly welcomed. He said: “ It is, I think, the 
general belief of civilized mankind at the present 
time that so much progress has been made in civil- 


DR. E. B. AVELING 


DR. ALICE VICRERY: Was then called on, and said that the guest of the 
Was called on, and loudly cheered, who said : * Mr. | evening, the Chairman, and the lady on his left, 
CHAIRMAN AND FRIENDS : We are metto do honor to|could not fail to remind all of the parallelism be- 
one of the truest benefactors of our time, a man |tween the cases in which they were engaged. There 
who has bravely carried on the never-ending and| seemed to be sometimes epidemics of thought pass- 
ever-beginning struggle between tyranny and free-|ing over wide areas; in these two cases there was a 
dom. He belongs to the party of all good citizens, | likeness of time, of circumstances; in both, people 
the party that insists that the individual has the | not originally responsible for a book sold it, not be- 
right to utter all thoughts that he may deem true | cause they agreed with all in it, but because they : j 
and beneficial to mankind without fear of censor-|saw one fact as the bed-rock on which each rested, of New wie toi lv weekday evening lectures in the vicinity 
ds of police or uo LEE e baok that he; that in the p of the book something far larger | Spiritualists to get good NE EEE AE EAE 2D 
. Bold was carrying forward the ts aditions of Soorates, than the book wag concerned—the great question of ataamatiarn mse, Address Mr. Hull at this office, . 


— ` 
Mozss HULL is speaking every Sundsy at 10:45 : d 
7:45 before the Second Society of Bplritualists iu thia ciiy. 
His discourses are on Spiritualism and Liheralism, and are 
very interesting. While in the city Mr. Hali would like an 
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Ketters from. Friends. 


. Locust VALLEY, N. Y., Nov. 22 1880. 

To tHe EDITOR or Tus TRUTH BEEEKER, Sw: Secing 
your modest **Appeal" on page 740 of Tue TRUTH SERKER, 
and appreciating yonr most laudable efforts and s«crifices to 
overthrow existing superstitions among Christians—the 
greatest stumbliug block to the advance of our race—and in 
:fostering a spirit of Liberal inquiry in searching for the 
;:most noble truths of nature which hav already elicited, 
‘through the columpos of your TRUTH ÜBEEZEERB, a mass of 


. most valuab'e reflections, criticisms, and facts from thought- 


ful minds and earnest literary students; besides your own 
able efforts and valuable contributions to generous, intelli- 
gent progress. Thus I feel it to beincumbent on all Liberal 
minda to fully aid your noble efforts in the furtherance of 
this good cause in the future by continuing to sustain, in 
money Contributions, your invaluable TRUTH SEEKER. 
There can be no happier title or purpose in life than a truth 
seeker. 

To the above end I inclose my mite in check to your order 
for $18. of which please accept $10 for the above purpose, 
anc $3 for renewal of my subscription, which expires July 
9, 1831, and now ‘continued to July 9, 1882. With my 
earnest wishes for your health and prosperity, Í am, 

Yours most truly and fraternally, -> 
Caas. E. TOWNSEND. 

[We are deeply gratefu! to our kind friesd for this re- 
newed exhibition of his generosity. If Tam TRUTH SEEKER 
ia fortunate enough to secure many such friends its success 
will be fully guaranteed. Will friend Townsend accept our 
sincere thanks ?—Ep. T. S | l 

GosnEN, N. Y., Nov. 20. 1880.. 

D. M BENNETT, Dear Sir: I hav read your foreign let- 
ters with a great deal of interest, but cannot understand 
why you should devote so much time to cathedrals, etc, 
when there must hav been magnificent galleries of art, »nd 
libraries, factories, machinery, and all the splendid inven- 


tions of science and art, a million times more interesting | 


than church and Bible bosh. . Very truly, 
A. J. Jessup, 

REPLY.—l1 visited the cathedrals for several reasons: 1, 
Because they are the storehouses and treasure deposits of 
the church, with which I wished to become familiar, and of 
which I wished to giv information to my readers ; 2, Be- 
cause in the cathedrals are to be seen the highest worka of 
art, as sucb, which the greatest masters of the past centuries 
hav produced. The picture galleries, when they are to be 
found, containing iaree collections of similar works of art, 
were also visited. The cathedrals were always open and 
essy of access, The galleries and museums are only open 
on certain days of the week and certain hours of the day. 
1 endeavored to see both galleries and cathedrals ; 8, In the 
cathedrals and churches are to be seen many of the su- 
premely ridiculous features of Christianity, including the 
very numerous and ever-present priesthood, the absurd 
forms and ceremonies almost hourly u:ged and impressed 
upon the people, the almost endless representation of saints, 
martyrs, and impossible fabulous evente, the false relics and 
curiosities which are held up before the ignorant masses for 
their acceptance and adoration. I wished to inform myself 
of all these things and to mention them at some length in 
my letters. I deemed them legitimate subjects of mention 
and ridicule, and hope my descriptions hav not been wholly 
uninterestiag.—D. M, B. ` 


Lyons, N. Y., Nov. 15, 1880. 

"To TEE EprToR oF Tos TRUTH BEEEKER, Sir. There 
has existed in my mind for a time a doubt as to the existence 
of a personal deity, & God. And a still greater doubt as to 
the existence of Jehovah and his incarnate son. 

The Christian. idea that an omnipotent, omnipresent, and 
omniscient being created this vast universe, with all its in- 
mumerable worlds and planets, and everything comprehene- 
ible and incomprehensible to man, and desiguated a certain 
race as his chosen people, and instituting a theocracy as de- 
testable as the one suppcsed to hav been founded by Moses 
more than five thousand years ago, is too absurd for refuta- 
tion, and can possibly be believed by those only who think 
themselvs objects of hig adoration. In my estimation, the 
Bible is simply an imperfect history of an imperfect people 
living in a very imperfect age, and, if read by an unpreju- 
diced mind, will scarcely gain credence. 1t is said every 
human being wiil be judged by a higher court for deeds done 
fn the body, and it has been carefully estimated that there 
is a death in the human family every second of time, neces- 
aarily souls are putting in appearancea at said court at the 
Same ratio for impartial trial. I will not attempt to state 
how much justification will be displayed by such rapid 
manipulation—tbere certainly will be very little opportunity 
to enter a plea or to bribe the jury. Suffice it to say the 
Ohristian scheme of redemption is too inconsistent, and I 
can but exciaim, ‘‘O God, on what a slender thread hangs 
everlasting things." Respectfully, L. J. WHITLOCK. 


REMARXK$.—Our friend has evidently dared to do some 
thinking for himself, and as a consequence it is not strange 
that doubts hav arisen in his .aind as to the fables that hav 
been taught us from our infancy. It ig not at all singular 
that he should question the real existence of the Jewish Jah- 
veh or Jehovab, of which the Jewish acriptures hav so much 
tosay. They speak of Jahveh much ssthe Hindoo scrip. 
tures epeak of Brahma, the Persian scriptures of Ormuzd, 
the Egyptian scriptures of Oairie, the Chaldean scriptures of 
Bali, the Greecian and Roman scriptures and poeta of 
Jupiter; and there is just as much proof that Brahms, 
Ormuzd, Osiris, Bali, Jupiter, and Odin hav an existence as 
Jahveh, They are all, undoubtedly, the conceptions of hu: 
man and ignorant minds. The idea of a personal god was 
undoubtedly the result in primitiv man of the forces of 
nature. He saw the constant struggle between heat and 
cold, light and darkness, In his ignorance he gave person- 
ality to these, and they hav been the models for the gods 
and devils that hav since had an imaginary existence, 

The forces of nature are not personalities, and it is only 
the ignorance of man that has ascribed personality to them. 
The universe contains all the material and all the forces that 
exist, and these are eternal, They were never devised and 


created by any personality conceived by the mind of man, 
nor Can they be destroyed or come to an end. Every atom 
of matter always existed and will forever exist, and force or 
motion is a concomitant and an inherent quality of matter, 
The gods may come and go, they may change according to 
the whims of man, but the universe remains and ever will, 
As to the books ascribed to Moses containing a fanciful 
account of the creation, nothing is more certain than that 
they contain numerous errors and absurdities, and that they 
were not written by the person to whom they are attributed. 
The day is gradually passing away when they will form the 
basis of the world's religion. The truths of the universe are 
infinitly superior to such idle tales, and will ultimately be 
accepted as such, Then the groundless vagaries which hav 
come down to us from the days of man’s primitiv ignorance 


them.—Ep, T. 8. 


Eapora, Kan., Nov. 18, 1880. 

T. C. Lenanp, Esq, My Dear 
rested a poor maz—Mr. F, Conger—here last summer for 
cutting his wheat on Sunday and had him fined $80. The 
case has been appealed, and the Liberals here. desire to raise 
a fund to assist this poor man in prosecuting the appeal. 
The Liberals here hav nearly all subscribed to this defense 


fund, but the amount thus raised falla far short of what will ' 


be necessary; and, at the suggestion of Prof. O. A. Phelps, 
we hav made a personsl appeal by letter to prominent Lib- 
erals throughout the state and the borders ot Missouri to 
raise by small subscriptions the amount of $200 and forward 
the same to G. S, Hicks of Eudora, Douglass county, Kan., 
who will acknowledge the receipt of the same by posta! 
card, 

Tnis is an sggravated case, and should be rebuked. If 
you can send us a small amount from the Defense Fund it 
would be thankfully received. 

O A, Phelps is lecturing in this county now, and I think 
we shall! be able to organize a Liberal League or two in his 
track of the anti- Comstock-law caliber. 

I think I can answer Mr. Babcock’s question, “Why 
Don't God Kill the Devil?’ It is because O. A. Phelps has 
the contract to do it for him. He makes xew Liberals 
wherever he goes, and puts enthusiasm into the old ones. 

Yours fraternally, Enos REED. 


The above communication was laid before the National 
Defense Association at its Weekly meeting, Thursday even- 
ing, November 18th. They sgreed with the writer that 
“this is an aggravated case, and should be rebuked,” They 
accordingly voied an appropriation of ten dollars from the 
Defense Fund to aid in paying the expense of the appeal 
that has been taken. They veted also to lay this statement 
betore the Liberals of thecountry, with the recommendation 
that those who feel able should send further contributions 
to our Treasurer, H. B. Brown, 141 Eighth street. All such 
sums will be forwarded as far as needed, and if any amount 
ja left over it will be appropriated to the defense of Mr. H. 
L. Barter, or aay other victim of Christian bigotry whom 
we may hav on our hands. T. C. LELAND, 

Ch'n, Ex. Com. N. D. A, 


NOTES FROM ILLINOIS. 


CLINTON, ILL., Nov. 9, 1880, 

DEAR TRUTH SEEKER AND LIBEBAL FRIENDS: It is some 
time since I hav spoken to you through the columna of our 
dear TRoTH SEKER, and perhaps some of you begin to 
think that I hav abandoned the undertaking I commenced 
on my breaking up my home in Rockford (which occurred 
on the 9th of August), and starting out to make a Canvass of 
the state of Illinois in the interest of Liberalism, and to see 
what I could do toward establishing the Liberal League 
movement in this rich prairie state. But let me say to you 
that I **counted the cost ” before deciding to make the un- 
dertaking. If pecuniary gain or popular applause had been 
my aim, [ should hav abandoned the undertaking long ere 
this. But it was not either of these things; it was and is 
my firm faith in the principles advocated by the National 
Liberal League, and by *'this sign we will conquer.” 

I hav not written to you as often as I would like to have 
done, from the fact that it has been inconvenient for me to 
find time and place to write, When stopping with friends 
we always had too many things to talk about, and I did not 
want to expose,my health by sitting up nights in a cold eleep- 
ing room to write; and when staying at hotels I was anxious 
to accomplish my business and move on in order to save 
unnecessary expense. But now I fiod myself here in the 
center of the state, delayed for a few days by snow and 
rain, making muddy roads, and a sick horse, my ponies 
being sick with the prevailing distemper (the epizootic), but 
I hope to be able to continue my tour toward the southern 
part of the state soon. I am now quartered in the Magill 
House, which, by the by, is the best kept hotel I hav met 
with thus far on my trip, and its proprietors, B. and F., M, 
Burroughs, are good, intelligent, and courteous Liberals, 
and if any of my readers hav occasion to visit Clinton, De 
Witt county, Ill, they cannot do better than to stop at the 
Magill House. 

Oa account of the shortness and leanness of my purse, I 
hav to avoid as much as possible stopping at hotels, yet I 
fee] myself to be no loser by this, for wherever I find read- 
ers of Tue Trota BSEEKER I find good friends. Had 1 
time and space, I wouid like to mention some of those I hav 
stopped with by name, and some time in the future I hope 
to be permitted to write up for TEE TRUTH BSEEKER a short 
sketch of my trip over Illinois, but you are now too much 
interested in reading the account of its honored editor’s tour 
over Europe to be interested in the humble productions of 
my untutored quill. . 

I hav now been On this trip over thirteen weeks, and hav 
been in eighteen counties lying between here and the north- 
eastern corner of the state, and 1 h pe to make a tour of the 
entire state of Illinois before the next annual session of the 
N. L. L. Congress. 

I hav met many warm friends and received many generous 
words of encouragement, but financially I am to-day poorer 
than I was the day I left Rockford, three months ago, yet I 
am neither discouraged nor disheartened. Tne three 
months that hav jast passed hav been tbree months of the 
most intense poliucal excitement that this country has ever 
seen, and even our best Freethinkers hav had but little time 
to giv thought to the Liberal cause or the Liberal League 
movement. Ño, under the circumstances, I hav been fully 
as successful thus far as I could hav expected, I hav been 


Lingtrumental in seouring applications for three new Leagues, 


Friend: The bigots ar- | 
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and hav placed applications in the hands of several good 
stanch Liberal workers, from whom I confidently expect 
to hear a good report, and that good, Jive auxitiary Liberal 
Leagues are organized. J hav sold a gond many Liberal 
pomphlets, and a few books, and distributed some tracts. If 

receive the aid ard encouragement I should, I hope before 
auother year rolla round to see tbe League movement as 
firmly established in the atate of Illinois as it is in some of 
the adjoining states. I bopeto be able to hold a conven- 
tion somewhere in the central part of the state, and one or 
two rousing camp-meetings, and organiza a good strong 
state League, And this I promis to make my best efforts to 
effect if the friends of the Liberal cause will only giv me a 
little help and assistance. I hav only received as donations 
to aid me in the work, since I made my report for Septem- 
ber about six weeks ago, as follows : John V. Bteimle, 50 
cents; Wm. Martin Bronson, $1. Now, my Liberal 


-friende, what say you? Shall the complete orgsnization of 
will receive far less veneration than the world atill accords’ 


the Liberal League movement in the prairie state be accom- 
plished ? If you feel like saying Ye», then let me hear from 
you. Your letters will reach me quicker for the rext thirty 
days by directing them to Pana, Christian Oo., IN.. than 
they will if sent to Rockford, Yet, all letters, postal, or - 
other mail matter sent to Rockford will reach me iu time, 
though they may, a8 some hav already done, hav t5 pass 


, through half a dozen or more post-offlces before catching 


me. And let me say in closing that I ihink our v. S. postal 
service is about as complete as it is possible to make it, it 
the sneaking spies of the Y. M OC. A. and the Comstock 
smelling society can be made to keep their filthy fingers off 
Our maile. Believe me yours for universal mental freedom, 
free speech, free press, free mails, freo men, and free 
women, F. F. FOLLETT, 
Ch. Ex. Com. of 11. 
LowELL, Miom., Nov. 14, 1880. 

D. M Bunnerr, Dear Brother: Back again, for which, 
as well as for your fortune ard experiences, let us congrat- 
ulate each other all around. You cannot in justice monop- 
olize all such this time. I like to feel that you are at the 
helm of THE ThUTH SEEKER. Your startling blows, ripe 
experience. mature jidgment, and broad Liberalism please 
me. Your Liberalism, unlike that of others, does not strike 
at this phase to-day and that to morrow. I like the boom 
of guns that reverberate from afar again and again, there- 
fore am I glad to know you are in the editorial sanctum of 
the brave old TRUTH SEEKER, which to-day leads the grand 
army of truth and progression. 


Yours fraternally E. A. CHAPMAN. 


Lynn, Mass , Nov. 19, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: 1 beg to congratulate you that 
you are safely home again and that in improved health, 
hope, and heart. I hav been greatly delighted with your 
letters from Europe. Having traveled a good part of the 
way, I can vouch for their truth. Iam glad some of my old 
friends in London crowned your worthy head with glory, 
honor, and immortality, and also filed your mouth with 
good things. 

And now (when it comes) I must wish you and Mrs. Ben- 
nett a very happy Christmas and a very prosperous New 
Year, a cup running over, filling also the saucer, so that you 
may hav a little over to lay up for future years. 

T am yours truly, W. D. Corxen, M.D. 


Pac vipENCE, R. I., Nov. 19, 1880, 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: la reply to your note ot the 
15th, received to-day, I hav great pleasure in making the 
best possible apology for being in arrears for TuE TRUTH 
SBEKER by remitting the subscription for another year 
from termination of the last, Inclosed please find three 
dollars therefor. Yours, W. H. BBELDON, 
Toms Rives, N J., Nov, 18, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I am glad to learn of your 
safe arrival at home again, ayd feel tbat you must hav 
gained much in the way of rest while away from your desk, 
among new scenes and strange facis. But the rest comes 
not from idleness of pen or brain, but from change of view 
rather, for your pen has been activ. 


Fraternally, O. N. BANCROFT. 


BERRIEN RegINas, Mion., Nov., 1880, 
D. M. BENNETT : 


From the lands ot religion, tho lands of gore, 
Welcome. thrice welcome, to thy own nativ shore, 


Wortsy PUTNAM, 


KEWANER, Nov. 17, 1880. 

Bro. BENNETT: I feel pleased that you are safely home. 
Icannot help admiring your power for work, both mental 
and physical; your digging such vast quantities of ore from 
the mines, cutting, trimming, and bringing into use the 
products of all sources, in fact, delving into the vegetable, 
mineral, and animal kingdoms; through mountains, seas, 
and earth for your material, and making it up, then com- 
paring it with that already done by our race frum remote to 
present times, to say nothing about your getting us to look 
around the universe among the suns and stare, then adding 
physical labor enough in writing it to kill six government 
clerks, is to me remarkable, is What you should bless your 
natal star for, 

All men are not Bennetts, Ingersolis, Wrights, Uader- 
woods, Gregs, or Bradlaughs, nor are all women Begauts, 
Blenkers, Wixons, or Colmans; nor can they approach 
more men and women a8 intellect is apportioned than thou- 
sands of others, so each one can hav a finger in the 
pie. In fact I question whether it is not the state of in- 
equality in the power of giving ideas to others in which 
such persons excel that makes them in some sense appear 
what they are, and the sppreciation of others is certainly 
what shows them superior in their deportment. 

There are great inequalities of mind, no one anything but 
finite, and if each could find its forte and hav opportunity 
for development, and the balance of average capab.lity were 
struck in all Cepariments comparativly, the book would 
not show badiy for the many who are now sadly and 
wrongfully neglected. 

I regard humanity a8 being in general on very nearly the 
same plane. There will slways be exceptions of genius and 
mental dwarfs, but there is a brighter, happier day for hu- 
manity near at hand, if it does not reach the millennium, 
or Taz TRUTH SEEKER and the many wonderful works it 
advertises could never hav found existence. They are 
calied for and drunk in as the thirsty desert devours the 
dew, which shows at least an ability to appreciate if not to 
produce. So take Courage and go ahead, knowing that 
future generations will rite up and call your memory 
blessed, whnle Anthony and Benedict will be forgotten or 
remembered with pitying scorn, Your friend, 

A. W, Woon, 
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A Still Day in Autumn. 


I love to winder through the woodlands noary 
In the scft gleam of an autumnal day. 

When summer gathers up her robes of glory 
And. Hike a dream of beauty, glides away, 


How through each loved, familiar path she 
lingers, 
Bereneiy smiling through the golden mist, 
Tinting the wild grape with her dewy fingers, 
Ttil the cool emerald turns to amethyst. 


Kindling the faint stars of the hazol, shining 
To light ihe gloom of autumn’s moldering 
halls, 
With hoary plumes the clematis entwining. 
Where, o'er the rock, her withered garland 
falls, 


Warm lights are on the sleepy uplands waning, 
Beneath. dark clouds along the horizon 
rolled, 
Till the slant sunbeams through their fringes 
raining 
Bathe all the hills in melancholy gold. 


The moist winds breathe of crisped leaves and 
flowers 
In the damp hollows of the wcodland «own, 
Minglitg tbe freshness of zutumnal showers 
With spicy airs from cedar alleys blown. 


Beside the breok, and on the ambered meadow, 
Where yallow furn tufis fleck the faded 
ground, ; 
With folded lid beneath their palmy shadow, 
The gentian nods, in dewy slumber bound. 


Upon these coft-fringed lids the bee sits brood- 


ing 
Like a fond lover loth to say farewell, 
Or, with shut wings, through silken folds in- 
truding, 
Creeps near her heart his drowsy tele to tell. 


The little birds upon the bill*iàe lonely 
Fiit noiselessly along from spray to spray, 
Still as a sweet and wandering thought that 


sowa its bright wings ana sorty aiae! OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY, 


away, 


The scentless flowers in the warm sunlight 
dreaming 
Forget to braathe thelr fullness of delight, 
And through the tranced woods soft airs are 
streaming 
8:111 as the dswfall of ths summer night. 


Bo, in mv heart a sweet, unwonted feeling 
Stirs, like the wind in ocean’s hollow shell, 


Through all i:s secret chambers sofily stealing, | work ef its size on this subject. I: contains in 


Yet finds no words its mystia charm to tell. 
—Sarah Helen Whitman, 
——— —___— 


To a Praying Friend. 
BY THE INFIDEL QUAKER, 

The logie of facts it were vain to deny, 
For facts are like figures that never can lie, 
’Tis truth I am seeking. with earnest concern, 
The fables of old suveratition I spurn. 
Christianity res‘s not on facts but on faith, 
Ona mythical savior. & phantom, a wral:h; 
On a God who ix jealous, deceitful, austere, 
Revengeful, and cruel, exciting our fear. 


Thou prayest to God, whom thou callest thy] map of the head, showing the locations of al 


maker, 
To save. for Obrist’s sake, "the Infidel Quaker,” 
IT judge not thy motivs. nor censure the act, 
But here comes & Question of logic. of fact: 


Cans’t thou by thy prayers hope to change na- 
ture's laws? 

Or alter God's purpose, or forward his cause? 

If I hav not faith because evidence fails, 

Will God make me credit old fables and tales? 


85. dear, anxious friend. please heed what I say, | Hand, Foot and Power Presses, Die Work of all kinds, 


^ nd never for me to thy deity pray. 


Don't waste precious time in asking thy maker | E. B, STIMPSON, 91 Spruce St N. Y. 


To rave for Ohrisi’s sake "the Infidel Quaker." 
Snowville, Va. 


ANEW TIIEORY 


LIFE AND SPECIES! 


Che Truth Seeker, November 97, 1880. 


George Chainey’s THE . 
FOUNDATION STONES, Anonymous Hypothesis 
ee bate Creation. 


CHURCH OF THE UNITY, 
EVANSVILLE, INDIANA. 


And the foundations of the wall of 
the city were garnished with all manner 
of precious stones, —HRev. xxi, 19. 


For modes of faith let graceless bigots fight: 
ig can’t be wrong whose life is in the right; 
a faith and bons the world will disagree, 
But ali mankind’s concern is charity; 
All must be false that thwartthis one great end; 
And all of God that bless mankind, or mens 
—Pope, 


Price 75 cents, Cloth. 


For sale at TRUTH SEEKER office, 141 Eighth 
street, Naw York. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 


WASHINGTON, D. O.. July 19, 1890. 

I wish to no'liy'he public 'h «£a Mr, Baldwin, 
of Chicago, alao Rhodes & McOlure, of the same 
nlaca, are publisning pampsier eiitions of my 
lectures. Ali the lectures published by them 
are steer rrr Ege with mistakes, 

Oreo ined, aud ou rsgeously urjust £0 | ize * Nathanial Vaughan " to a degreo very un- 
me, Theea men are simple literary thieves and ae = 
pirater. ana eta obtainieg monay from the pub- usual among modern novels, [üusiraied Lon 

e under false pretenses. ake this course to le stud t 
warn the puhlie that these publications are M o ea A and, rospeotablo £ tady E 
fraudulent. Tho only corrent copies of my lec- | even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
tures are publi-hed by O. P, Farrell, All others | to own. It is really an artistic composition. 
ara published by peopie who are wiiling to steal | with a sound moral expressed. though not ob- 
from me and defraud tbe public vender, These | trmded, on the canvas.— Westminster Review. 


qa giches hav published one lecture under four | O M BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Eigbrh St., N.Y 


8m31 R. G, INGERSOLL. 

All of O. P, Farrell’s editions of Col, Inger- 
soll’s works, and none others, are old at this 

fira, D. M. RENNETT. 


New and Important Work, entitled 


Account. 
BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Oloth; price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth 8t.. N, Y. 


Nathaniel Vaughan, 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East," ** Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 

: 404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic aud able taucbes, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazette. 

Power. eloquence, and origiuality character. 


HE untold miseries that re- 

sult from indiscretion in 

g ` early lite may be alleviated 
“ andcured, Those who doubt 

this assertion should purchase 
the new medieni work pub- 
lished bv the PEABODY MED- 
ICAL INSTITUTE, Bosren, 
9 :niltled The Science of Life; 
Wor, Self Preservation. Ex- 


BY F. E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 
Graduate of the Hygeio Therapeutic College 
and the New York Phrenological 
Institute. 


This work is intended both as a chart for the 
use of chrenolo£ists and a text-book for stu- 
dents cf phrenology. As a chart it will be 
found fuller and more complete than any other 


ful and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
en times the priee ofthebook. Bound in French 
cloth : price on y $1, sent by mail post-paid. 


addition to the “Table of Developments," one 
ot" Adaptation to Different Pursuits,” and one 
of “Conjugal Adaptation." These tables being 
perfectly easy to understand, are calculated to 
render the work at orce both interesting and 
useful. The work contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
'unctions, heal-h, ato., and all tha faculties and 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules for 
health and self-improvement, Its explanation 
of the principles of phrenology.ete., and its 
other important remarks will be found well 
adapted to the needs of students and others 
who may desire to acquire an elementary knowl- 
edge of phrenelogy with as ligle outlay of time 
and labor as possible, In sbort, thie work will 
be found well afspted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and phrenolegical examiners, 

The work contains 105 pages, with an ezcollont 


the faculties, and is handsomely printed and 
bound. Prias, paper, 50 canta; cloth. 75 cente, 
Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t., N. Y. 


ACHINERY, 


Perforating Dies @ Specialty. 


Jans 


LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


Thomas Paine, F. E, Abbot, 

Paine's Bust, Frothingham 

Paine’s Monument, Wendell Phillips, 
0 


noble benefator.” : 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
P. A. BISSELL, M.D., President of the Nation- 
al Medical Assovlation 
Boston, Mass. The author HEAL 
may be oonsulted on all di 

By JOHN MESLIER. 

A Roman Catholic Priest, 
wholly a^jured religious dogmas, and lett as his 
* Last Will and Testament? to his parishion- 
mon Sense.” 

This is a powerful work, and ís attracting 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 

NEWBURYPORT Mass.. Sept. 23, 1878, 
To Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam: 


be without this valuable book. The author isa 
6 cents for postage. ] 

The author refers by permiseion to Hon 

Address Dr. W. H. PAR- 
KER, No.4 Bulfinch street, 

Be 
eases requiring skill and ex- 
perience, THYSELF 
e . e 

Superstition in all Ages. 
Who, after a pastoral service: of thirty vears at 
Etrepigny and But in Champagne. France, 
ers. and to the world. to be published after his 
death. the above-named work., entitled * Oom- 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Christian 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 

The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 


A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 


per day at home. Samples worth f, 
$5'to $208 free. Biingon&Oo. Portland, Me f / 4 


|KNOW THYSELF! 


The London Lancet says : " No person should | 


aire Emerson 
p i powerful thing of the kind which the last 
IT GIY3 Bounsenn; garison h century produced, Thomas pones n Ago 
W $ vd [n ason "is mere m and water to it, an 
A NE IDEA goethe, Eeter Qooper, Voltaires “Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
As to how life came on this pianet. Son r, te &PÀ urt, basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
Address J. PAOKARD Boise. mter Walt WEGE fourth-proof brandy. You hav done a virtuous 
6 4T W, Pi tefleià, Mass, lex. Pope. Froude. $ and humane act in translating Hie book go wel à 
obn Mliton. Max Muller, " . . 
WAN'TED.—4A»^'x'r^ tarm bard st good | Goldsmith, Warren Chaae, Fries do Le y Eighth Rt. N. Y. 
wages. JOSEPH BOLTON. Lyons, Kin, 847 Shelley. Jas, Parton, ME di cda REEL CN e Pct P nir IR tal 
yron. m, Denton, r 
O a: d pois THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 
j i ashington, A. J, Davis. A collection of songs by Whittier, Longfellow, 
It there is auy truly Liberal woman, in the | Franklin, oster, Bryan‘. Tennyson, and others, set to familiar 
neig borhood of 40 or less. with some means | Jefferson. J. M. Peebles. tune: Designed for Liberal Leagues and other 
of her own. who desires to eneagze in Liberal | John Adams, Frances Wright, meetings, and in Liberal homes. Compiled and 
and other work, through matrimonial co-ope- | J. Q. Adama, E. V. Wilson, edited by Eliz4 Boardman Burnaz, P:loe, half 
ration. independant of prissts or lawyers, ler | Madison, G. L. Henderson. bound and on beavy paper, 25 cents ; one hun- 
ber address IMMORTAL. care TRUTH SEEREB| Jackson. Prof, Fiske. dred eeoles, $16.00; filty, $800: twenty-five 
office, 141 8 b ste, New Y rk. 347 | Lincoln, Fred Douglas. $6.00. Paper covers. 15 Gents; one hundred 
^ Ruptures Cured tdnonin s Monument, E E Ranke. go olas, $10.00; aty, $5.00; twenty five copies, 
yY, . 3,00 wo cents per copy adál'lonal must be 
Ruptures ure x d 9. Wright, Bocehor . sent to prepay postage on i all wholesale orders. 
By mv Medies] Compound and |Bunner. Moulton, noe Orei: Eighth street, New York 
Rubber Elastic Appliance in 30 parse A. Poe. A Ourtis. MHI Eighth street, New York, — 
days. Rliab:e :elerence given. Bend stamp Gastellar. 3. à. Bennett, Š 
for Circular. ennyson. Chas, A. Dana, Was Christ a God? 
Bay in what paper you faw this ndvertise- | Darwin Phoebe Carey, E 
ment. Address Carr. W. A COLLINGa, yndall. Alice uroy, Conclusions Drawn from 
13 46 Smithviile, Jeffsr-on Oo., N. Y. i Spencer, Elizabeth C. Stanton, 2 e Nd 
E Hux loy. Susan B, Anthony. Apostolic Wr iting S. 
voctor. "cy Stone, 
Eus Draper. 3 Julia Ward Howe, BY F..MENSIGA. 
/ raoiaugn, as. Cheney, ConTENTs.— Questionable Dogmas, Supersti- 
OLERGYMAN S VICTIMS. Bolroaks Paulina Davis, tion and villi the ADpeurangs of Ghrist, 
- à : : : af Christ, neut : 
A Radical Romance. Underwood. Emma H. Britten of J ade, J ames: J shh, Pater, Pul (all hie apie: 
—B2y— Mendum, Lizzi Fowler, tles), Acis, the Four Gospels, Revela ione, a 
z . : E ummary. Erroneous Theories of Deity Haav- 
MRS, J. E. BALL, h. Colby, pusan H- Wizon,. en. Davil. Hell, the author's Intuitions, Evolu- 
This pamphlet of over 100 pages u pleasing Judge J. W. Edwards. W.S.Bel. ~ ton. ot Dito: a work o See rA i 
animated, domestic story, presenting eral | Lizzie Doten. C. Bundy, Sold at this offies + $1,869, 
'hought in an agreeable manner, and will be | wr. J, Conant. B, S. Jones. j 
road by thousands where heavier, drier, and Mary E. Walker Asa K. Butts, 


Dr. 
hieg] and metaphysical works 
more pia erred. It is a good story to lend gan, i; "Train, 
Obristian neighbors to read, Pride. RE cents, H. L, Green. 


W. F. Jamieson. 
Kersey Graves, 


A WEEK. $122 day at bome easily made, 
$8728:35 cutat free. True&Co, Auguste. ^s 


| WHY DON'T GOD KILL 


| THE DEVIL? 


A series of Essays dedicated to the Bt, Johns 
(Mich.) School Board. 


BY M. BABCOCK. 
Price. 25 cents, For sale at this office, 


6 & week in your own town. Terms and $5 
outfit free. H. Hallett & Co., Portland, Me 


SUPERSTITION; 


| THE RELIGION OF 


“ Believe or be Damned.” 
OPEN LETTER TO THE 


ST. JOHNS SCHOOL BOARD. 
BY (0! — 
M. BABCOCK, 
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cents. For saleby D. M. BENNE c 
141 Eighth str-er, New York. 


LADIES!! 


“ SALEM, OR., July 17, 1880, 
"B. H. PRESTON, Dear Sir: Piease send me by 
express, O. O. D., to Portiand, Or,, $100,00 (one 
hundred dollare) worth of that ’Oomstock ” 
Syringe, I mean business, 
: " Ds. MARY SOLANDER,” 


Only sixteen had been soid when : 
COM8TOOK 


Bet out to suppress it. Now orders come as 
above, Grand jarymen buv it for their wives. 
It is SIMPLE, SAFE, INFALLIBLY RELIABLE, nec- 
essary to HEALTH end personal purity, and is 
pronounced by patients and physicians to be 
the greatest 


GODSEND TO THE BEX 
gotten up in this generation. Sent securely 
boxed, witb private instruetioua for special use. 
Confidential terms to agenta. Price «i000, ` 
Address SAM, H, PRESTON, 
tfs2 209 West 34th st., New York, 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
ei" containing 275 pages, 12mo, Price 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr. Ingersoll has made against the P-ntateuch 
in all his lectures on that subjaot. The pam- 

hlets that bav been surreptitiously issued are 
necrrect. filled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fiftean pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five cages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic. inimitable in its stvle, and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, aud pathos, 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


Osbinet size, price $2,50. 
mall Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at least one, 


Photographs of Mr, Ingersoll. 


By Barony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the foliowing prices: 


Imperial or large size . , . 40 cents 
Photo or card size JD Se 20 ". 
Life-size Lithograph, 91x27 — , . oo " 


Postage paid. ; 
t D. M. BENNETT, 


141 Erasm ST.. NEW York 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Becond number, 8vo, 100 pp, , .  $1.00- 


The Qui Seeker, November 97, 1880. 
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The most Remarkable Woman 
ofthe Age! The Greatest Actress 
ver born, and the only Actress 
eceiving $1,000 per night. Just 
Issued—"' THE LIFE AND aM: 


y t 
ng Book Ever Printed! 
= Her Eccentric Freaks and Queer 


Fancies Before and Behind the 


E= Footlights. Society in Paris and 
== London described in all its phas- 
es. 


When it is remembered that 
in 1879 Mile, Bernhardt dined at 


X postpaid upon receipt ot price, 
25 cents. Address 
SYLVESTER & CO., 

+ 252 Broadway, New York, 
Headquarters for Sara Bern- 
hardt’s Books, Photographs, Pic- 
tures, Plays. ete. 

Aments Wanted! Largo Com- 


emissions! Wholesale Price-List 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 
144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment, 

Revised and Enlarged Edition. 

72 pages. Price, 25 cents, | 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St.. N. Y. 
Ra The Religio. Philosophical Journal pub- 
Hebes and sells an imperfect, disordsred, and 
mangled sdition. with al! the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1°60, from which it was 
pirated by the late B, B. Jones. 


d SUM 
VAN NEW JERSEY, 
A regularly educated and legally qualified 
physic an. pna tbe most successful. as his 
ractice rove. 
as y z forme of Private, Chronic, and 
Diseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of seif abuse in 
youth, sexual] excess in maturer years, end 
other causes, producing some of the fol- 
lowing effecta: Nervousness, Seminal. Emis- 
slong (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
of ight, efective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face. Aversion to Hooliety of Foe 
males, Confusion of ideas, Logs of Sexual Pow- 
er, eto, ote.. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, ere thoroughly and permanently 
eure 

octor’s latest and greetest medical discovery. 
and which he bas so far prescribed for this 
bane'ul eompleint in all its stages without & 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
had been in the Insane asylums, many ha 
Fallicre Sickness~ Fits; others upon the verze 
of consumption ;. while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 


Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
cated from the system, Gonorrhea, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, Atl diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uleri, Leucorrhwa, 
ete., treated with equal succeas, 

DR. R. P. FeLLows has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given uo by their physi- 
cians to die; but by the sid of Dr. Fellows’ yal- 
usable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health. and are now living monuments to his 
skil. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Feli ws. His clear perception of disease 
and his.great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of th» complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the bead of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDIOAL COUNSELOR 
Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhoea, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a maelsti ate. which 
is positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doetor's great skill. 

Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Inclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 

[From the Western Reformer.] 


f; : "DR. R P. FELLOWS 

is a highly educated and scientitic physician, 

He hes an original system of practice, and is 
erfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hav 

Beard many flattering reports of bis successful 

auran of disansas inaldant to humanity’ 


| — THE 
Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 
TWO LECTURES. 
BY 


FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 
Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medica! Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
for Women. 

Bead before the Now York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1974. 

Gotb: price so cents, For sale by 
VM BENNETT 16 Hightk st, H, Y. 


t 


y an External Aņplication, which is the ; 


iWHAT IS MONEY? 


A DEBATE 


BETWEEN 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form, Price 3 cents, For sale at 
this office. f 


Issues of the Age. 
CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00, 

Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was atone time new; and what we now defend 
by examples will at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus. 


An admirably written, scholarly volume.—ZJZ. 
Y. Graphic. 


He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of seientifle, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advaneed,—Jewish Times. 


The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until bis mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought, He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirations.—N. Y. Tribune. 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of "The Essence of Ohristianity,” ete 
Translated from the German. 
Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cis. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance. 
Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham. The truth-teller is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immnralitv of anr aga 1— Exriraat 


THE POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Diacourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted i TEE 
TRUTH 8SSEKER. It is the best on the subject, 
| and shows in the clearest manner that that sa 

i tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible. 


e 10 cente. , M. BENNETT, 
Prio 141 Bighth Stroet.N. Y. City 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 
. The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


j cal Gun. 

: By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 

Being a reply to Jonn T. PERRY'S * Bix- 
teen Saviors or One.” Two hundred 

i and twenty-four errors are pointed 

out and thoroughly exposed, 


Second Edition, 


Mr, Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics, and one of the best historica! 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. Hie 
work is 8 review of Kersey Graves'" Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 

| refuted that work, but to hav answered and 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fide] world against Christianity and the Bible. 
And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy, The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graver 
is his " Eeclesiastical Oourt,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself 
The witnesses in their cross-examina'ion not 
only contradict each other and sometimes them 
selvum, put condemn each other, showing som 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the case, This teature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn "state's evi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr. Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
i from. many of the ablest authorities of the 
i world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr, Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anes- 
| do:es illustrative of Mr. Perry's absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, “A thunder-blast 
against Mr. Perry. and a dead shot on ortho- 
doxy, which leaves not a erase spot of either.’ 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu. 
ments both for orthodoxy and Infidelity, The 
Work comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 


For sale by D. M. BENNETT. 
THE 
‘CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 

An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY, By CQUBTLANDT PALMER 
| prisa, w seats 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seeker:” 


Revelations of Antichrist 
CONCERNING 
Christ and Christianity. 


"ANTIORBRIST" proves from history that James, 
Kepha ‘Cephas, alias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Ohristian era, and so did Jeaus 
Ohrist—indeed, many Christs and many by the 


name of Jesus, 
Thebook contains 446p: o. with a full Index 
ce, $2.00. 


and table of contents, Pr 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Theol- 


0gV, etc. 
BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, i2mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 


Thisia a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals, They are chiefly intended to 
uphold the theory of the stability ef matter 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author, 75 cents, 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 


Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man. 
Judaism, Ete. 
BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


Faith and Reason; 


Heart, Soul, and Mand Work. 


A concise account of the Ohristian religion 
and all the prominent religions before and 
since Ohristianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


1 


. e e. e 
Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar Conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 

BY 0. G. DAVID. 

Prioe, 75 cents. 
THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 
A oritical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 


TI, Professor of Philosophy at the Lieeo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12mo, 827 pp, $2.00, 


Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 852 pp. . . $1.76. 


CHRIST OF PAUL, 
BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00, 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the; 
formation of the Ohristian church, 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting, 

‘BY A. R. COOPER. 
12mo. 48 pp: paper, 20 ets. ; flexible cloth, 85 ota, 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 
BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D.. 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 
OASE AGAINST THE CHUROR. 


å Summary of the Arguments Against Chris- 
tianity 
This is a very valuable and concise work, and 
states in plain an’ unmistakable language tbe 
ganone why Ohrisianity is a failure, Price, 50 
dents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 


OTHER PAPERS, 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea, 


BY JOBEPH E. PECK, 


Panay 19 mo RR navea: nrina 95 rents, 


MARY E. TILLOT*ON'S WORKS. 


Love and Transition. A poem of 
nearle 200 pages, eumpr'ising lilustrated Life 
and Arguments for ihe Cluse of the Nineteenth 
Oentury, Priee.$100. 

Progress vs, Fashion. Au ersay of! 
31 D5gr8, on the sani:arv and social influence. 
ot woman's costume. Príes. 10 cents. 


Woman's Way Out. Op nions of em-: 
inont and, enrnost ibinkorg on the cmas ori 
omen's fashionable dress. 33 pages., Price, 
lécents, © ^ Address D, M. BENNETT, 

oem $ 34 Sth Btn Bow dorg, 


NEW BOOKS ON SALE. The Gods and Religions 


of Ancient and Modern 


Times. 
In Two Large Ocvavo Volumes - 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 
-By D. M. BENNETT. 

Volume I. treats principally on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume ÍI. givsafull 
description of the Religions of Ancient ard 
Modern Times. An interesting and instruc- 
tiv work. Incloth, $3 per vol, the two vol- 


i umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 


vol., or $7 for the two volumes. Io Morocco 
and Gilt Edges, $4 50 per Yol., or $8 for the 
two volumes. Bent free of postage. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G. INGERSOLL, 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION. 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 


Lectures.” 


NTS.—'"The Gods," "Humboldt," “Thos, 
“Individuality,” ''Heretics and Here : 
0 cents. | 


Vol II. *The Ghosts, and 


a: other Lectures.” 
NTENTS,— The ‘Ghosts,” " Libe of Mang 
Woman, and Ohild,” ' Declaration HY EHE a 
ence,” " Farming in Thinols " "Bpeech at One 
einnati," " Tbe Psst Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream,” Price 50 cents. 

Both volumes bound 1n one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Barony, the: 
celebrated artist of New York, at the following 
prices: 


Imperial, or large $28... ....«« 40 centa 
Photo, or card size. ............ 90 conta 
Life-size lithograph, 91x91...... 00 cent, 
Postage paid. 


Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, 81.25, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St.. New York, 


THE 
JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE 


BETWEEN 
PROF. W. F. JAMIESON, 


Of Ohicago, Ill., and Minnesota, and the 
REV.JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 


Ot Kentueky. 


eld in Kirkevíile, Mo., during nine ev^ninga 
—May 20-29, 18%. Synopsis report—offeial, 
This book of 220 pages giva an Interesting pres- 
entation of the theological questione which 
divide Ohristians and Liberal, The Rey. 
Dizler la regarded as an able defender of bis 
favorit Obrietian doctrina, but it will andoubte 
edly be adm ‘tred by the reader that Pr«f, W. F 
Jamieson fuliy met all be had 10 offer, Obrige 
tian readers will take more kindly to a work of 
this kind, giving both sides an equally fair 
chance. than to books on our side only. 
» tice, in paper overs 50 contes; well bound, 

cents. 


WORKINGMEN, READ} 
ALLEGORY. 


UNCLE SAM AND AMERICUS, 


A DIALOG ON 
LAND, LABOR, AND REFORM 


By F. E. BOYD, 


Outlines of a plan for a new American nae 
tional land and labor co-overativ system, by 
which land and comfortable hom+s may be so- 
eured to the poorest classes of evary race, with- 
out money or price, with the educational and 
social advantages of modern elviliz«tion, Da. 
signed to ameliorate the condlttou of the struge 
giing masses; to equaliza population; to pree 
vent vice, crime, «4nd pauneriam ; to prevent 
tbe recurrence of industrial eriees and feuds, 
labor riots, and popular insurrections; to ter- 
minate Indian wars; to avoldor do away with 
an oligarchy of landlords nnd eapitaMste; and 
to presarve or restore the Iiberiiss of the people 
and tbe rights of self-government by bringing 
immediately together the two great cloments of 
universal 1 rogress, land and labor. 

"The land shali not bs sold forever; for the 
land is mine; for ye are strangers and scjourn- 
ers with me" (Ly. xxv.. 23). 

" Moreover. the profit of the earth is for eli ” 


(Ecciesiartes v, 9), 
Price 10 cents. Sold at thia cffice, 


AN OUTLINE 


OF THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 


RESULTS. 


BY W. S. BELL. 


There is probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or mo:e important than 
the French Revolution in the last centu y, and 
Mr. Bell has traced it ably and in an interestin 
manner. Every one who reads it will be pleased 
with it. Prica, 35 canta. Sand to thie ofaa. 


SAMSON : 
A Myth -Storv of the Sun 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ae. 
cording to the Holy Men 


of Old. 


Tho author of these works finds the Bibie 
largely mythical in its character. He precents 
us a number of copies to be disposed of in the 
interest of TEE TRUTH SEEKER., All who pat- 
chase will therrfore aid Tus TRUTH BERKER to 
the amount of thely purchase, or add to the 
Bennett fund ea they may choget\ ; 

Ramson: 90 cents; Gospel of the Blugdony 
3 vola, ORON. 8 canta, roe i 


CONTE 
Paine,” 
esies.” Price, 


' Her circle. Wait. and love himself will bri 
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Gems of Thought. : 


RorrrUDE sometimes fs best scclety, 
And short retirement urges sweet return. 
— Milton. 


ALL tru^ work of aman, hang the author of 
iton what gibbet you like, must and will ac- 
complish itsel*.— Carlyle. 


Tc make soclety 
The sweeter welcome, we will keen aurself, 
Till supper-timea, alone. —BShakspere. 


Giv me the liberty to know, to think. to be- 
lleve, and to utter íroely, according to con- 
science, above all liberties,— Milton. 


I TAKE possession of man’s mind and deed. 
care not what the sects may brawl. 
Tsitas God. holding no form of creed, 

But contemplating all. —Tennyson. 


" Dooroz, my daughter had a terrible fit; she 
Continued half an hour without knowledge or 
understanding." ” Ob, never mind that," said 
the doctor, |“ many people continue 80 all their 
ives.” 


Tam sun Will run his orbit, and the moon 


The drooping flower, changed to fruit ; 

Of wisdom. Wait. my falth is larger in time, 

And that which shapes it to some perfect end. 
—Tennyson, - 


© wap some power the giftie gie us 

To see oursels as others see usl 

It wad from many a blunder free us 
And foolish notion; 

What airs in dress an’ gait wad leave us. 
And e’en devotion. — Burns, 


A VERY charitable man and nobody's fool was 
he who used to say when he heard anything be- 
ing loudly condemned for some fault, " Ab, 
well! yes! it seems very hard to me because 
that’s not my way of sinning.”—Christian Reg- 
ister, 


As that man cannot set aright value upon 
health who has never known sickness. nor feel 
the blessing of ease. who has been through life 
a stranger to pain, so there can be no confirmed 
and passionate love of truth for him who has 
not experienced the hollowness of error.—Cole- 
ridge. 


Pgray, tell me of what school you are? 

Both of the old and of the new. 

The school of Hermes Trismegisbus, 

Who uttered his oracles sublime 

Before the olympiads, in the dew 

Of the early dawn and dusk of lime. 
—Longfellow’s Spanish Student, 


THERE are two sorts of agitation—one partial 
and slow, the other sudden and universal; one 
the work of the few. the thinking classes, who 
slowly elaborate public opinion by dint of per- 
tinacious restorative of reason; the other the 
act of the millions who feel a want whieh fs 
suddenly aggravated. or of which the means 
for gratification are suddenly expoged to view 
snd instinctively recogniz3d.—Speotator (Lon., 

"g.). 


Oowezn writes perpetually on the two-fold 
assumption that a life of retirement is more 
favorable to virtu? than a life of action, and 
that" God made the country, while man made 
the town.” Both parts of the assumption are 
untrue. A life of action is more favorable to 
virtue, as a rule, than a life of retirement, and 
the development of humanity is higher and 
richer. as a rule, inthe town than in the coun« 
try,—Goldwin Smith’s " Cowper.” 


THE sweet Words 

Of Christian promis, words that even yet 

Might stem destruction, were they wisely 
preached, : 

Are muttered o'er by men whose tones pro- 
elaim 

How flat and wearisome they feel their trade; 

Bank scoffers seem, but most too indolent 

To deem them falsehood or to know their 
truth. —Coleridge. 


No MAN, at bottom, means injustice; it is al- 
Ways for some obscure. distorted image of a 
right that he contends, an obscure image dif- 
fracted, exaggerated in the wonderfullest way, 
by natural dimness and selfishness. getting ten- 
fold more diffracted by exasperation of contest, 
till, at length, it became all but irrecognizable, 
yet still an image of aright. Could a man own |. 
to himself that the thing he fought for was 
Wrong, contrary to fairness and the law of rea- 
Son. be would own also that it thereby stood 
condemned and hopeless; he could fight for it 
no longer.— Carlyle. 


_ TEE assertion that the capacity inherent in 
9very buman soul is infinit and inexhaustible, 
and only to be completely realiz3d in eternity— 
Such an assertlon is obviously incapable of 
proof. Itisamere vaunt which is confronted 
by the consciousness of every candid, modest 
mind, He who does not inflate himself is well 
aware of the humble meaning of his capacities, 
and while grateful for the time allowed him for 
their development makes no claim for its Dro- 
longation beyond the duration of that earthly 
life : nay, its eternal persistence wouid fill him 
With dismay.—Sírauss. 


Fivz centuries before the Christian era Bud- 
dhism had already ineuleated gentieness and 
Sompassion not only toward men but toward 
ali liviog creatures, Among the Jews them- 
selva, the Rabbi Hillel had already taught a 
generation before Christ that the command- 
ment “to love one's neighbors as one’s self” 
Gonstituted the very essence of the law. To 
assist even our enemies was a maxim of the 
Stoics in Jesus’s time. And but one generation 


later. although without doubt independently of |. 


him, and strictly in keeping with the princi- 
ples of the Stoic school, Epictetus called all men 
brothers. inasmuch as all were the obildren of 
ftode- Birausa, 


Odds and Ends. 


dreamy eye. 
back on her-ring. 
“les” at the point of death, 


Oh, pins! thy name is woman. $ 


printer. 


tor gave him one with his whip. 


the joint. 


count.—Josh Billings. 


price and taken a due bill due in sixteen years. 


AMoNG the newest hats for ladies is One 
ealled “ Sunrise,” so called probably because a 
man has to get up before sunrise every day 
for & week to earn enough money to pay for 


one. 


A Ginn just returned to Hannibal from a Boa: 
ton high school said, upon seeing a fire engine 
at work,‘ Who would evah hav dweamed such 


avewy diminutiv-looking apawatus would hold 


so much wattah?" 


HE was & ragged orphan boy— 
He did not own a oent— 
But still whene'er he tore his clothes. 
He'd gather in his rent. 
—BSalem Sunbeam, 


PCP OORN. 
Pip. pop, 
Hip. hop. 
Tip, top, 
Pop corn ! 


Out of the pan, 
Into the fire. 
Bursting and bouncing 
Higher and higher, 


White as new snow, 
Yellow as gold, 

You’d better be patient 
Until it is cold. 


A BONG OF TEN. 


[The recent incidents of “clerical error" may 


be briefly summarizadl: 
Ten little parsons, preaching love divine, 
One kissed his servant girl, then there Were 9, 


Nine little parsons. preaching sinner’s fate, 
One kissed his neighbor’s wife, then there 
Were 8. 


Eight little parsons.8moothing paths to heaven, 
One kissed his boarding-mistress then there 
Were 7. 


Seven little parsons; exposing Satan’s tricks, 
One starved the children, then there were 6, 


Six little parsons, preaching Christ alive, 
One got slinging arsenic, then there were 5. 


Five little parsons, preaching sin no more, 
One shot his sexton, then there were 4. 


Four little parsons. preaching Calvary. 
One got horsewhipped, then there were 3, 


Three little parsons, preaching Ohrist as true, 
One cut his baby’s throat, then there were 2, 


Two little parsons. following the Son, 
One beat his child to death. then there was 1. 


One little parson, just for pious fun, 
Eloped with a deacon’s wife, then there was 
none. 


GETTING AT THE POINT. 


Of course it was asin 
For him to stick a pin 
In the chair, 
Where his parents often sat, 
But he didn’t think of that— 
Didn't care. 


On the cushion soft and fat} 

Lay his father’s Sunday hat; 
And he knew 

That he’d never stop to look 

For the tiny pointed hook 
Sticking through. 


So behind the lounge he got, 

For he thought he’d rather not 
Be around 

When the parent raised the hat 

And upon the pin-point sat— 
judgment sound. 


Then he heard his father's Step. 
And another, but he kept 
Like & mouse. 
The new parson, sure as fate, 
Moved into the place of late, 
Bouls to rouse. 


Host from chair removed his hat. 

Bade him seat himself on that, 
Which he did. 

From inspired lips there fell 

Earnest words and a curdling yell 
All unbid. 


Now that boy has lost his vim, 

And a seat that just suits him 
Must be soft. 

And he wears & weary frown, 

But you'll note he don’t sit down 
Very oft, : 


A NIGHTMARE is the only animal that has a 
A BRIDE may not like fish, but she will not go 
AMAN must be a hardened sinner when he 
Tzuzr say it is only the female bee that stings. 


In America the idea of a free press is go prev- 
alent that very few ever think of paying the 


" LzT'8 salve the best thing you've got for a 
cut," said the boy to the doctor. And the doc- 


WuzN you see two dogs growling and getting 
ready to fight, remember that it is only a joint 
debate, and the liveliest dog will get away with 


Axr I know about good or bad luk iz this, our 
good luk we attribut to our shrewdness, our 
bad luk we charge over to somebody else's ac- 


AT a London bazar recently a lady handed 
round her baby to be kissed at sixpence each. 
If it were a girl baby we would hav paid the 


Truth Seeker Tracts 


No. Revised List. Cts 


1. Discussion on Prayer. D. M. Bennett and 
two Olergynien. 
7T. The Story of Oreation, Bonnett. 
8. The Old Snake Btory.: is 
E THO Btory of the Flood, » 
0. The Plagues of Egypt. 
11. Korah, Datham, and. Abiram., Bennett, 


14, Old Abs and Little Ike, Brphers. 
ie Fou Hora Ponente 
6. orn . 
1. Tho Devil Still Ahead, — 7 
18. ed Up : 

19. Joshua Stopping the Sun and Moon. D. 
M. Bennett. 5 
20. Samson and his Exploits, Bonnett, 2 
he Great Wrestling ateh, 2 
22. Discussion with Elder Shelton. '* ð 
23. Bep! to ador Shelton’s Fourth Letter. s 
24. Ohristians at Work. Wm, McDonnell, E 
25. Discussion with Geo. Snode, Bennett. 6 
26. Underwood's Prayer. 1 
37. Honest Questions and Honest Answers. 


D. M. Bennett. 5 

28. Alessandro di liostro. ©. Botheran, 10 

29. Faine Hall pea cation Address. B, F. 3 

nderwood. 
80. Woman's Rights & Man's Wrongs. Byphers. 
. Gods and God-houses. 

32. The Gods of Superstition and the God of 

e Universe. D. M. Bennett. 8 

88, What has Ohristianity pone ? Preston, 8 
84, Tribute to Thomas Paine. zn 2 
85. Moving the Ark. D. M. Bennett. 1 
86, Bennett's Prayer to the Devil. 2 
87. Short Sermon. Bev. Theologicus, D.D. 1 
88, Ohristianity nota Moral System, X. Y.7. 8 
89, The True Saint. R. P. Putnam. 8 
40. Biple gt Nature vs. The Bible of Men, J. z 

erg. 
41. Our Ecclesiastical Gentry, Bennett. 8 
42, Elijah the Tishbite. " 8 
43, Christianity a Borrowed System. - 8 
44, Design Argument Refuted. Underwood. 8 
46. Elisha the rophet. Bennett, a 
46. Did Jesus Re y Exist? - 3 
41, Oruelty and Oredulity of the Human Race. 

mesih naht inthe West, G. I. Hend 5 

48 eetho n the Wes : L. Henderson. 5 
26 É. E. Guild 3 
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49, Sensible Conclusions. E. E, Guild. 

$0. Jonah and the Big Fish. D. M. Bennett, 

51, Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 1. 

$3. Marples-Underwood Debate Underwood. 

53. Questions for Bible Worshipers. B. F. 
Underwood. 

64, An Open Letter to Jesus Christ, Bennett. 

55. The Bi lo God Disproved by Nature, W. 

, man. 

56. Bible Contradictions, - 

$1. Jesus Nota Perfect Oharacter. Underwood. 

68. Prophecies. ` 

59. Bible Prophecies Ooncerning Babylon, B, 


, Underwood. 
60. Ezekiela Prophecies Concerning Tyre. B, 
. Underyood, 
61. History of the Devil. Isaac Paden, 
62. The Jews and their God. ` 
88. The Devils Due-Bills. John Syphers. 
6£, The His S Endure—their Cause and Cure, 
. M. Benne 
85. Short Sermon No. 2. Rev. Theologicus, D.D. 
66. God idea in Bear H. B. Brown, D:D 
61. Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets No. 2. 
88. Butha Idea of Heaven and Mine. Susan 


5 on. 
. Mi ionarlos. Mrs. E, D. Slenker, 
10: Vicarious Atonement, J.§. Lyon, 
71. Paine’s Anniversary, O. A. Ood 
73. Bhadrach, Mes. 


= 


haoh, and Abed- noko, D, 


3 
5 

. Christmas and Ohristianity. D.M. Be 
i The Relationship of Jesus, J ohovah and" 5 
5 


89. Logic of Prayer. Charles Stephenson, 
to-Mania. 


» Our Ideas of God. 
on, The Biles is it Divinely Inspired? Dr, 
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ew Raven, Will Cooper, 
oe The N iM D. M. Benne i 
0 
a 
98, Bnakes, Mrs. 2 
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. he Wo 
$9. Do Us Bolota 


ligion and the New, W. 8, 
108. Doos the Bible Teach us all we Know? 
n: 


nett. 
Evolution of Israel's God. A. L. Rawson. 1 

is Decadence of Christianity, Oapphro. 
106, Franklin, Washington and Jefferson Un- 

believers, Bennet 
107. The Safe Bide. H. B. Brown, 
108. The Holy Biblea Historical Humbug, 

8. H. Preston. 


2 

2 

5 

i 2 

110. Invocation to the Universe. Bennett 1 
111, Reply to Scientific American, “ 1 
112. Bensible Sermon, Rev. M. J. Savage 2 
113. Come to Jesus. Bennett 2 
114. Where was Jesus born? Preston 1 
115. The Wonders of Prayer. a 
116. The Sunday Question. 8 
117, Constantine the Great. H 
5 

8 


Bennett 
Preston 


-| 118. The Irrepressible Conflict between Ohris- 


tlanity and Civilization, Bell 
119. The New Faith. Stoddard 
120, The Nom Aga on of his Revio E^ 
" goll's Rev eviewers 
in. The Great Religions of the World. Ben- 


nett 10 
123, Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll's Reply to 
the New York Observer 10 
124. Sinful Saints. Bennett 10 
125. German Liberalism. Clara Neymann 2 
126. Crimes and Oruelties of Christianity. Un- 
erwood S 10 
127. Tyndall on Man's Soul [1 
129. Who was Jesus Christ ? Goleman 2 
130. The Ethics of Religion. Olifford 5 
131. Paine was Junius. W. H, Burr 3 
132. My Religious Belief. Ella E. Gibson 1 
133. The Authority of the Bible. Underwood B 
134. Talks with the Évangelists 5 
185. Is there & Future Lite? 8 
186. Torquemada and the Inquisition. Ben- $ 
a 


unt an Love O.L.Jamos 


188. Science ofthe Bible, John asper. 2 
139. Massacre of Bt, Bartholemew. Preston 2 
140. Ástro-Theology i 5 
141. Infidelity. H. W. Beecher 2 
142 Rynopsis of All Religions. E, D, Saxon 10 
143. Onang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins 10 
i 144. The Comstock Laws 1 
; 14*. If you take away my Religion, what will 
you giv me instead? Martin. 10 
i 146. Seymour Times's Prayer 2 
147. Reply to The Index on Comstock Laws 10 
148, When did Paul Liv? Scholasticus 2 
149. Age of Shams 8 
150. The Liberty of Printing and Reply. Hurl- 
but and Wakeman ` 10 
151. What is the Bibl? M. W, H. 
152. A Remarkable Book. R. W. Douglas 
153. Liberty and Moralt'y. M. D, Conway . 
164, om lnisconces of Thomas Paine. David 
ruce 


SOIENTIFIO SERIES. 
i Hereditary Transmission, Prof, Louis 
rg. M.D. 
a. Evolution; from the Homogeneous to the 


Heterogeneous. B.F. Un 
, Underwood. 


a FVA 


6. Graduated Atmospheres. 


8, How do Marsupial Animals Propagate 
their kind? A,B, Bradford. 

9. TheUnseen World. Prof. John Fiske. 

10, The Ryoleiton Theory — Huxley's Three 
ectures. 5 

11. Ip America the New World? I, L.Dawson. 

12. Evolution Teaches neither Atheism nor 
Materialism. S. Brigham, M.D,, 

18. Nibble at Mr. Jobn Fiske's Orumb for. 
the Modern Symposium, T 
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Discount on one dollar's worth 10 percent off; 
on two dollars’ worth, 200ff; on live dollars’ 
worth, 40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 60 off, 

or ag many of any given kind may be 


As few 
| ordéred as desired. 


Monroe der AR 
BULLION IN THE CAMPAIGN 
OF 1880; 

OR, 

SHYLOCK IN VERSE. 


A Pamphlet on the Issues in Finance. 


It will be sent, to any address on receipt of 
fifteen cents, or in lots of 10 or more. st the rate 
of six cents each, Address, _ A.B, BROWN, 

orcester, Mass, 


Fewer Children and Better. 
Hints for Taking Care of Children, 
Girls of the Period, and Marriage, 
The Prevention of Conception, 

A Miserable Mother. 

Enlightened Parentage, 

To Parents. 

Abortion. 


See October number (now ready) of 
THE PHYSIOLOGIST. 


It also givs an account of a 
DASTARDLY ATTEMPT 


to prevent the current issue. 
Editor.—84RA B. OH4SE. A.M,, M.D. 
Associate Editor.CELMINA D. BLENKER, 
$1.50 per annum. Simple coples 15 cts. 


Address B. H PRESTON. Busi . 
4if Bs 209 Rost oth wee 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES. 
IRON-OLAD SERIES. 


0. Ots 
1, Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh.......... & 
2. Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake. 6 
7. Buddhist Ninilism. Prof. Max Muller... 10 
8. Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison... 20 
9. Relation of Witeherattto Religion. Ly- , 

e essesssssosotococsenetsosstenssosesretosceo 15 
18. Essay on Miraeles. David Hume........ 10 
14 Land Question. Oharles Bradlaugh..... 6 
16. Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 
Oharles Bradlaugh...................... 5 
1€. Why do Men Starve? Oharles Brad«. ` 
BURT oven rercccccccessncccneccceeccssece . 6 
17. Logie of Life, Deduced from the Princi- 
nile of Freethought. G.J. Holyoake.. 10 
18. A Plea for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh. 10 
19. Large or Small Families ? A. Holyoake, 5 
20. Bu aperstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
m. Pit. Austin Holyoake............ 
21. Defense of Secular Principles. C. Watts. 
22. Is the Bibie Reliable? O, Watts...... eee 
23. The Christian Deity, O. Watts,.......... 
24, Moral Value of the Bible. ©, Watta,.... 
25. Freethought and Modern Progress. O, 
BULB, eee ee ee eese ee ener eene htt. 
26. Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
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.G, H. 
42, Science and Bible Antagonistio. C. Watts, 
48. Christian Scheme of Redemption. ©, 
& Becccnenecccenccennoventocseccsnnsnncce 
44 Logic of Death; or. Why should th 
Atheist Fear to Dio. GJ. Holyoake. 10 
47. Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the Reople. Oharles Brad- 


AUEN, «eer re ento ten s DB 
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Notes and Clippings. 


ALEXANDER HAMILTON has a statue in New 
Yak. Thomas Jefferson has not. 


A NIOELY dug grave on his premises was a 
hint given to Mr, Lambert of Galway by hls 
tenants, 


A SEXTON ofa church in Paterson, N. J.. has 
b3en sent to prison for seven years for barn- 
burning. 


Tar Rev. Dr. Newman says that Evangelist 
Harrison, the so-called "Boy Preacher,” de 
"the Lord's ram’s horn, at whose blasts the 
walis of Jericho topple to tkeir fal”  ' 


" RPIRITUAL Corrs and Bunions ” was the aub. 
jact of a sermon recently announced at Ke- 
nosha, Wis. It is thought that the Konosha 
pastor must hav been wearing tight boosts that 
week, 


Mocpy and Sankey are battling with sin in 
San Francisco, and, although they are drawing 
great crowds, they find the sinners of tha! 
wicked city qulte as obdurate ag they had ex- 
pected. 


Bro. BENNETT has arrived homé from Europe 
in safety. His lettere to his excellent paper 
ereatly Interested and pleased us. . . . THE 
TRUTH BEEREB Weekly grows in our favor.— 
The Infid l. : 


ANNA SWANGER, belonging to the wealthiest 
familyia Butlervilte, Ind., was known to hav 
rejəcted three white sultors; yet she eloped 
wiih a middle-aged negro widower, and refuges 
to part from him. 


A PENNSYLVANIA law provides that all money 
put into a stakeholder's hands asa wager may 
be seizəd aud devoted to the support of the 
poor. Tho statute ia sixty years old, and hae 
long b»en a dead letter. The Poor Board ot 
Scranton. however, hav undortaken to enforce 
it in that city, 


AN [iinois tramp, desirlng to commit suicide, 
tried In vain to beg a dose of laudanum, to bor- 
row a knife, and to steal a pistol. Then he 
hanged himself with a halter in a stable, but 
was cut down and kicked ouf. His final and 
successful reso!t was to lay his head on a rail. 
road track in front of a lucomotiv. 


J.RN L., BToDDARD is delivering a course of 
Jestures at Lynn, Muss. Mrs. Whitcomb labors 
under the halluzination that he loves her, and, 
until excluded from the hall, she invariably sat 
in the front seat and ogled the embarrassed 
speaker, She holds a season ticket, and has 
brought a suit to secure admission. 


Tru prinelple of treating lunatics long since 
in vogue at Ghee), in Belgium. has been exton - 
sivly adopted in Scotland. They are boarded 
Out among sane people in the village, treated 
with great gentleness. aud subjected to as little 
restraint as possible, The plan should be tried 
here, Had it been in practica at Bt, Peter’s, 
Minn, the unfortunate victims of the fire 
would not hav ben loeked up and conse quently 
burned. 


WEHEN the Rev. James Freeman Clarke said 
at the great temperance meeting in Boston that 
in order to promote temperance he * wouid 
even hay saloons where there is lager beer,’ 
some of the audience hissed. And when he 
said further that lager bear was better than 
whisky, the hisses Were renewed. And yet 
these remarks showed him to be a wise temper- 
ance reformer. The usual trouble with the 
temperance people is that they defeat their ob- 
j:ct by going to extremes against which human 
nature rebele.—Sun, 


“Tug time has come when there is an im- 
mense amount of thinking done quietly and 
unostentatiously about this great ques'ion of 
religion, and itis no longer set led by ministers 
on Sunday, but is considered and pondered 
over by layman every Gay la the week.” Bo 
said the Rev. Dr. Bellows at Boston. But so far 
as the church is concerned, the trouble about 
this quiet laythought is that it is leading the 
thinkers to rejoot vital religious d^e rins or to 
r: jaat the church itself hecause It falis to liv up 
to its own teachings. It ie a very serlous and 
earnest Infidelity, but it is Infidelity, all the 
same, to which this immense amount of tb!nk- 
jug is orinaiag men, — Sun, Dou] Xs 2 
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Some ofthe English Ritualists are becoming 
violent. The Rev. H, Marriot. speaking at an 
indignation meeting at West Broomwich. after 
condemning the decision in Mr. Pelham -Dale’s 


classis that the ministers shall report oncea 
year as to whether they hav obeyed the law as 
to the Oatechism or not, The reports are aii 
accéssible, and the Christian Intelligencer hopes 


case as *' idotic, fanatical, and foolish,” and the | after gathering them to convince the world of 


lawyers and judges as a” regular set of fools.” 
sald that the abominable Public Worship R-gu- 
tation bill had come out of hell; and he could 
prove it, ‘Those Low Ohureh people wanted 
to teach the public that they (the clergy) were 
not priests—that they had no power togiv abso- 
lution after confession of sins, and that the real 
presence was not in the sacrament, and this 
teaching that bill was intended to support, It 
was therefore plain that it was the devil’s work 
to destroy the prayer book,’ 


By the departure of the Oarthusians, France 
will lose some $250,000 a year in the shape of 
license duties, which the Fathers paid on their 
celebrated lfqueur manufactured in large q~an- 
‘itles at La Grande Ohartreuse, near Grenoble. 
The order at one time owned a vast amount of 
oroperty in Paris, in the neighborhood of the 
Luxembourgh-—a property which, it is said, 
was obtained by a pious fraud not uncommon 
in the middle ages. The monks having set 
their hearts on the chateau of Vauvert, that 
habitation at once became the abode of goblins 
and demons, who so alarmed the proprictor 
that he disposed of his residence for a mere 
trifle, The property was puchased by the Car- 
thusians. who had little difficulty in getting rid 
of the evil spirits, 


THE Rev. Stephen H, Ting, Jr.. rector of the 
Protestant Episcopal church of the Holy Trin- 
Ity, of this city, has been startling his Protest- 
ant brethren by & recent sermon in which he 
pronounced as miracles the appearance over 
twenty years ago of the Virgin Mary to a peas- 
ant girl at Lourdes, in the southern part of 
France, and the numerous eures that hav since 
b3en performed there by means of prayer to the 
Virgin; and also similar ones that hav been 
performed in a similar way at Kuock, in Ire- 
land. His Protestant friends are alarmed to 
see bim thus giving the eredit of miracles to 
what has been accomplished in the Catholic 
church, It is perhaps pitiful in this intelligent 
age of the world to consider any event as the 
resuit of a miracle. 


TEE new volume of poems of M. Victor Hugo 
bearing the curious title of "L'Ane" ("The 
Ass.”) appeared on Oct. 26. The public’s curi- 
osity was aroused by its title when fi:st an- 
nounced, and some ingenious people insisted 
shat the real title was '' L'Ame" (" The Soul,”) 
and that" L'Ane" was a misprint. It was noth- 
Ing of the kind. The ass is supposed to be en- 
gagedin an expedition to explore humanity 
from a philosophie and zs3thetle point.of view, 
and is so disgusted at the narrow-mindedness, 
egotism, selfishness, and cowardice he encoun- 
ters, that he returns to his thistles in sheer dis- 
gust. The poet then adds a concluding chap- 
ter, in which he expresses his bellef in im- 
provement, progress, purer faith, better laws, 
and universal love and brotherhood. 


ARTIFICIAL eyes hav been used from the 
remotest times, and it is said that they hav been 
found among the mummies of ancient Egypt. 
The artificial eye is not a globe, but a mere 
shel], Someare so well mads and so carefully 
adapted that they escape detec'ien not only by 
casual obser .ers but also by doctors conversant 
with the strides made of late years in this de- 
partment. It is essential that the eye should 
not be too thick, on account of its weight, and it 
must not be too thin, or it will b» brittle. There 
aie many advantages in wearing a false eye 
after thetrueone is lost. It keeps the eyelids 
in their proper position. it prevents the lashes 
from turning inward and producing irritation. 
and it prevents foreign bodies from entering 
the eye. Many.aservant wears an artificial eye 
without his employer being aware of it, 


A tiv: Ly discussion has arisen concerning 
the ministers of the Reformed church and their 
stated preaching on the Heidelberg Catechism. 
There is arule of the church requiring that 
this solid old compendium of orthodox faith 
shall be regularly preached about by each and 
every minister, A religious paper recently said 
that most of the ministers regard this as such a 
bure that they disregard the rule, and omit to 
preach on the Oatechism, The Christian Intel- 


-ligencer takes up the cudgels in behalf of the 


accused ministers, and sends for definit infor- 


| mation on the subject, ‘Is is a rule of each 


x 


the faleity of the charges that hav been made. 


In a Tennessee Baptist ehurch tableaux were 
given as a means of filling an exhausted treas- 
ury. In one of these the pastor appeared, hold. 
ing a married lady ia something like an appar- 
ently affectionate embrace. The position these 
good people assumed. was that which was re- 
quired by the seene represented, They both 
declared that they did not mean to be affec'ion: 
ate to each o'her, but only to seem so. The 
lady’s husband took offense at what he consid- 
ered undue familiarity and affection on the part 
of the parson, and heid that the latter gentleman 
had not merely seemed to be sffectionate. A 
lively quarrel resulted. No blood was shed, nor 
blows exéhanged. but there was a great deal of 
threatening. The upshot of the matter was the 
resignation of the pastor and his leaving the 
place. The church is now in want of a minis- 
ter,and none but aged and wrinkled ones are 
recommended to apply. 


It appears that, despite the many reductions 
in his, household expenditure effected by Leo 
XIII., the outlay ot the Holy See still amounts 
to nearly flve millions of lire aunually, toward 
which total papal investments in foreign stocks 
only contribute about a million and a half. 
Thus it becomes desirable that the Peter's 
pence should be made to yield as much as will 
balance the pontifical budget and even a trifle 
more, wherewith, by degrees, to augment the 
capital invested abroad. The popestlil declines 
to accept the income—three and a quarter mill- 
fons of lire~offared to him by the Italian 
government, although it has been lately pro- 
posed that this subvention should take the 
form of a personal contribution to the Peter’s 
pence fund on the part of the king and queen. 
A committee of cardinals and prelates has been 
formed to giv impe'us to tho collection. which 
has fallen off yearly eince the death of Pius IX. 


Tur English Church Union has a number of 
branches, one of which is in Bristol, This 
branch recently held a soiree and fair, at which 
fancy goods were exhibited snd speeches were 
made. Some of these speeches gave utterance 
to radical views onthe matter of church reform 
and management. Prominent among these was 
that of the Rev. Mr, Compton, who spoke on 
“Discipline in the church.” He lamented the 
almost total absence of spiritual discipline. and 
said that through its acknowledged want every 
one in England is reckoned as belonging to the 
church, whatever his opinions may be. Mr. 
Compton was particularly severe on the bishops, 
accusing them of being too big for their work. 
He advocated a less consequential class of men 
for bishops, with considerably less pay than isg 
now customary. A British bishop now receives 
not less than $.5,C00, our money, for his salary. 
Mr. Compton says that the demand is for men 
who will be glad to do the work for one-fourth 
of thatamount, The intimation is that the jat- 
ter sum is about what the work 18 wortb, the 
remainder being for the style the bishop puts 
on, : 

ELMINA D, SLENKER has been writing a series 
of articles on sexual topics which hav called 
forth the criticisms of many of the readers of 
Tae Truta BEEKER, in the columns of which 
those articles hav appeared. {ome take the 
ground that such subjsets should not be dis- 
eussed in a family paper; others that she is 
wrong insome of her theories. For our part 
we are always glad to see these subjects brought 
out at almostanytimeand place. Tothose who 
hav given fair attention to them the ignorance 
which exists is appalling, About a hundred 
years #go the writings of a great botanist were 
attempted to be suppressed because they treat. 
ed upon the sexes of plan's! A hundred years 
hence the existing opposition to the investiga- 
tion of the sex question as appertaining to the 
human family will be looked upon with no less 
surprise. Wecertainly do not agree with Mra. 
Sienker insome of her ylews, believing rather 
in those of one of her critics. Mrs. Ruth W. 
Scott Briggs. But we are sure that whatever 
erroneous views may possibly find publication 
by those who fearlessly enter upon tha discus- 


‘sion of the subject, the world will be made 


wiser and better by gach ulgegssion,—Jr, 
Foote’s Health Monthly. 


Events of the Week. 


Ws had quite a fall cf snow in this city on 
Thanksgiving Day. 


Tux official returns show that Garfield had & 
popular majority of 3,4' 1. 


A MALL car with fifty sacks of mail was burnt 
at Sulphur, Tex., on the 26th ult, à 


Four railway aocldenis—!wo collision and 
two derallments—occurred 1n Buffalo on Bature 
day last. 


A CLERGYMAN has been arrested at Birming- 
ham, Eogland, and imprisoned for ritualistia 
practices. 


IN a recent engagement at Dulcigno four 
hundred Albanians and three hundred Turks 
were killed. 


Tam propeller Simcoe was lost, with all hands 
—twenty-one persons—on Lake Huron during 
8 recent storm. 


A STEAMER and several warehouses were de« 
stroyed by flre at West Point, Va, on Sunday 
last. Loss. $220,000, 


By a boiler explosion at Charlotte, Mich., om 
last Monday, two men were blown to atoms and 
several others badly hurt, 


Ina miners’ riot at Robinson's Camp, Ool.. 
on the aith ult., Lieutenant-Governor Robinson 
was shot and fatally wounded. i 


A MOVEMENT is on foot in Pennsylvania to 
elect General Grant to the United States Senate 
as the successor of Senator Wallace. 


Two freight trains and a passenger trafa 
crashed together at Macon, Geg.. on the asth 
nit, One person killed and a few 1ojured. 


Owrna to the oproeition of the press and puls 
pit the theatrical manager who was about to 
produce the P.:ssion play in this city has given 
up the prej ct, 

Turg French steamer Oacle Joseph was roe 
een'ly run into and sunk by an Italian steamer 
onthe Mediterranean. Two hundred and fifty 
lives were lost. 


Tux Moors of Morocco hav commenced & 
crusade against the Jews; and Bismarck ig 
making itas uncomfortable as possible for the 
Jaws 1n Germany, 


Tue Russian Nihilists aro appealing to Ete 
rope and this country for peeuniary assistanc3 
to enable them to carry on their fight for the 
sovereignty of the people. 


In an artesian well being bored at Paterson, 
Now Jersey, salt water was struck at a depth of 
2,100 feet. As the well was sunk to obtain fresh 
water, it will hav to be abandoned. 


A DESPERATE race fight between Irish and 
German laborers took place at Tottsville Sta- 
tion, Ind., a few days ego. All were more or 
less injured, but none were killed. 


MAnyY persons were dangerously injured by 
being trampled upon during a panicina church 
at Olifford, Onat.. on last Sunday. The panic 
was caused by a slide of snow from the roof, 
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§1x1y Jaborers were buried in a snow glide 
near Chalk Oreek, Ool., on the 27.h ult. One man 
was killed, and nineteen badly and eleven 
slightly injured. The others escaped with a 
fright. 


Gavazzr, an Italian. who was first a monk, 
then a soldier under Giribaldi, fighting againss 
the Pope, and now is a Protestant preacher, has 
come to this country to raise funds for the 
Protestant missions in Italy, This is his third 
visit to this country. 


Warws Irishmen in this country are sending 
money tə help their brothers in the land agita» 
tion, the Eaglish government is dispatching 
large bodies of troops across (he Irish Ohannet 
to queli the agitation,taking care to pick the 
soldiers 80 that no Irishmen are in the ranks, 


A TRAMP who died of hunger and cold in ax 
outhouse at Bucnt Hills, Saratoga county, N »w 
' York, had nearly twenty thousand dollars in 
| government bonds and money concealed tn his 
clothing. Several allezed wido-ve »niswarma 
of cousins, brothers, and chi «triau nav tir ady 
put inan appearance to 6 m he uoney. Ag 
there is li igation abend, the jus yer s will doute 
leepgetth: bonu za, © 7 007. oc 
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Letter from Europe.—No. 15. 


THE PALACES, MUSEUMS, AND GALLERIES OF ROME, 


Rous, Oct. 3, 1880. 

Dear Reapers: I have reasons to fear that I 
have already wearied you in what I have had to say 
of this city, but you must remember that much is 
here to be spoken of, and that it takes me a good 
whíle to tell a story. I must tell you something 
about the palaces, the museums, and the picture gal- 
leries of Rome, because they are the most distin- 
guishing featares which the city possesses. To un- 
dertake to give you a description of what Rome is 
and possesses and say nothing about its palaces and 
works of art would be the hight of absurdity. So 
you will have to submit to the boring process on 
these subjects. 

: THE CATACOMBS, 


First, however, I will tell you about the Cata- 
combs. Baedeker says: “Ancient and Christian 
Rome seem to be separated by a wide chasm, if 
thé modern appearance of the city alone be regarded. 
The most ancient churches having disappeared, or be- 
ing concealed under a modern garb, the earliest 
Christian monuments of any importance are several 
centuries later than the last Roman structures, This 
interval is filled up in a satisfactory manner by 
means of the Catacombs or burial-places of the early 
Christians, which have recently been rendered spe- 
cially interesting by a series of important investiga- 
tions.” 

He then goes on to give a history of other burial- 
places. It seems that the term Catacomb is a mod- 
ern one, The early Christians gave their burial 
places the Greek name, Cementeria, meaning rest- 
ing or sleeping places, possibly with the hope of a 
resurrection. ‘The Roman law, frequently re-enacted 
during the empire, prohibited the interment of the 
dead, or even their ashes, within the precincts of 
the city, and was binding upon the Christians as 
upon all others. Accordingly, their burial-places are 
found situated beyond the Aurelian Wall, or what 
was considered the limits of the city. While most 
of the nations of Europe had disposed of their dead 
by eremation, the Egyptians and the Jews, perhaps 
from some notions they entertained of.a resurrection 
and a future life, adhered to their practice of inter- 
ment. Christians, imbibing their views of a future 
life from those sources, very naturally adhered to 
the practice of interring their dead, and they made 
excavations in the earth, consisting of subterranean 
passages, in the lateral walls of which were aper- 
tures or horizontal niches for the reception of the 
corpses. Burial-places of this kind are found to ex- 
igt at Naples, Syracuse, Chiusi, Venosa, and in 
Africa, as well as here. 

: The subterranean excavations in this vicinity are 
in the soft strata of tufa stone (tus granolare) of 
which most of the hills in the neighborhood of Rome 
are chiefly composed, and which is rather too soft 
tò be used for building purposes. The hard tuff- 
stone used for building, and what is termed the puz 
zolana, which, when incorporated with lime, consti- 
tutes the celebrated Roman cement, were seldom 
penetrated in making the excavations for the dead. 

The Romans used burying places of two kinds, 
to wit, the family tombs and those of collegia, or 
societies, of which there were several. In either 
mode the purchase of a definite area was necessary, 
within which.every tomb was sacred and inviolable 
both above and below the surface. So, also, the 
Catacombs were considered as family tombs, as it 
Were, and were often named after the person who 
made the original purchase of the ground. Such 
were those of Domitilla, Balbina, Novella. Prætex- 
tatüs, Pontius, Maximus, and to some extent those 
of eollegia which began to be fermed by the Chris- 
tians for places of common burial in the third cen- 
tury. The approaches to those vaults were wide 
and conspicuous, with no attempt at concealment or 
seerecy, The oldest of them are thought to date 
from the first century, while the most recent are 
probably of the fourth century. The practice of 
the priests taking supervision of the last rites over 
the dead and of the burial-places is referred to for 
tlie firat timo at the close of the eacond century, and 


during the frequent devastation undergone by the 


Goths in 537, and afterward by the Lombards in 
755, when they suffered still more seriously. The 
invaders ransacked the burial-places of the martys 


which they deemed more precious than gold, and, 
giving them arbitrary, names according to their 
whims and fancies, carried them home in the hopes 
of telling them to those who were greater fools than 
themselves. They prosecuted this species of Christian 


found on Roman soil was sufficient warrant for the 
thieves to attribute supernatural powers to it, and 
thus it doubtless happened that the greatest crimi- 
nals and sinners who had been buried in the Cata- 
combs were palmed off upon the credulous devotees 
of the Christian system as the greatest saints, and 
the bones of those sinners performed as great cures 
and as marvelous miracles as though they had been 
the bones of the Virgin herself. 
good indication as to how the relic business was 
prosecuted in the earlier centuries. 
ducted in nearly all cases by robbers, thieves, and 
liars. 


were restored by John ŢII., in the latter part of the 
sixth century, and by Paul J. in the eighth century ; 
but the transference of the remains of the martys to 
the altars of the city had already taken place in the 
most wholesale manner. 
consecrated the Pantheon as a church, he caused 
twenty-eight wagon-loads of the bones of * saints? 
Ło be deposited beneath the altar and there is an in- 
scription still extant to the effect that no less than 
2,300 corpses of saints or * martyrs? were buried in 


further efforts to save the Catacombs from ruin, but 
the task was abandoned by Pascholis I. ( 


oblivion. 
designed to protect the bones of the dead from the 
depredation of the pagans, they actually fell a prey 


this custom seems to bave gradually embraced all 
Christian burial places, the different distriots of 


which were distributed among. the deacons, and as; 


the numbers of Christians increased, some arrange- 
ment of this kind became the more necessary. 

It was not till the third century that the safety of 
the Catacombs was occasionally endangered during 
the persecution which the Christians, like the adher- 
ents of all new and heretical systems of religion, 
have been compelled to submit to. When the devout 
among the Christians assembled at the tombs of 
those of their own numbers who bad been martyred 
they were sometimes followed by their enemies even 
into these subterranean passages, and instances 
probably occurred where they were slain in those 
retreats. From this period, it is said, date those 
precautionary measures which are sometimes observ- 
able, such as narrow staircases and. concealed 
entrances. When Constantine allied himself with 
the Christians they had a friend who possessed 
power, and he issued an edict at Milan extending 
security to the burial-places of the Christians. 
Throughout the fourth century interments in the 
Catacombs: were very frequent, but toward the 
beginning of the fifth century they became far less 
frequent and were soon discontinued altogether, the 
practice instead being adopted of burying the dead 
near the churches. The last three catacombs were 
founded by Pope Julius in 336-347. 

'The Catacombs, however, as well às the tombs of 
the martyrs, still enjoyed the veneration of pilgrims 
and devout visitors; As early as 370 Pope 
Damasus caused numerous restorations to be 
made, and the more important tombs to 
be furnished with metrical inscriptions; aper- 
tures for light were constructed, to facilitate the 
access of visitors, and the walls of a comparatively 
late period decorated with paintings, which differ 
materially from those of the earliest Christians in 
subject and treatment. It is true, however, that 


city the Catacombs were often pillaged and injared, 
the first being on the occasion of the siege by the 


with pious zeal, searching for the bones of the saints, 


robbery with pious vigor. That a skeleton was 


This is a very 


It was con- 


After these repeated plunderings the Catacombs 


In 609, when Boniface IV. 


the church of St. Prassede on July 20, 817. Hadrian 
I, (722-95) and Leo III. (795-816), made some 


817-24), 
after which time the Catacombs gradually fell into 
Thus, if the Catacombs were originally 


to the far greater rapacity of their own ghoul-like 
Christian brethren. 

Toward the close of the fifteenth century the 
Catacombs began to be occasionally visited by pil- 
grims and curiosity seekers, but it was a century 
later that the Roman academy of the humanists be- 
gan to make regular explorations of those sabterra- 
nean burial-places. In 1578 some workmen acci- 
dentally discovered an ancient ccemetarium near the 
Via Salara, and from that period the subject began 
to excite general and permanent interest; and the 
Roman church has since then regarded the super- 
vision of Roma Sotterranea as a point of honor. The 
pioneer of the scientific examination of the Cata- 
combs was Antonio Bosio, of Malta, who devoted 
thirty-five years of his life to the task, but his 
* Roma Sotterranea” was not published till 1632, 
thirty years after his death. His researches, although 
afterward prosecuted by other scholars, were at 
length threatened with oblivion, but within the last 
thirty years he has been worthily succeeded by the 
Jesuit P, Marchi and the able brothers De Rossi 


HE 


-Miehele, the geologist, and Giovanni Battista, the 
archwologist, and the results of their investigations 
have been published. ) HN 

‘The arrangement of the Catacombs was originally 
extremely simple. Narrow passages thirty inches in 
width, and sometimes even less, were excavated and 
furnished with loculi, or recesses in the sides, of the 
length of the body to be interred. These recesses 
were placed one above the other to the number of 
five, six, or seven, and when the body was there 
laid away without any coffin or enclosure save a 
cloth, the recess was closed by a slab of marble or 
occasionally terra cotta, which wereeither left plain 
or merely recorded the name of the deceased, with 
the additional words, * 7n pace," and sometimes the 
word *martyr." The older inscriptions were some- 
times in Greek, but the later always in Latin. This 
perhaps may be regarded as a proof that the Obris- 
tians were at first aliens, but eventually became a 
portion of tbe naturalized and permanent commu- 
nity. These inscriptions are now largely in the 
Museum of the Lateran, and the recesses in the Cata- 
combs are empty in consequence of the mania for 
relic-hunting spoken of, and which even now has not 
become extinct. 

There is nothing in the Catacombs that may be 
regarded as distinctively Christian, because they 
were used as well by the Jews and the ordinary 
heathen. It isi quite possible, however, that the 
Christians introduced the custom of occasionally 
excavating enlarged places of the size of a bedroom 
for a chapel, and where they sometimes resorted in 
times of danger from enemies of any kind. The lit- 
tle ornaments and valuables of the deceased were 
often placed in the recesses with them, and an earthen 
lamp was sometimes placed outside the marble slab. 
The meetings of the Christians to celebrate the 
anniversary of the death of distinguished martyrs 
were in keeping with similar rites earlier practiced 
by the heathen, who have never been excelled for the 
respect and devotion which they extend to their 
dead heroes and eages. That Christians finally 
established the habit of meeting with more or less 
regularity at the resting-places of their distinguished 
saints and martyrs, and that enlarged excavations 
were made for this purpose, is not at all strange. 

The decorations of the Catacombs are among the 
most interesting features. Christian art, in its 
origin, could of. course be only an adoption of what 
they found existing at their time, and the precepts 
and epitaphs used on these occasions were more 
often borrowed from their heathen neighbors. 

The paintings and sculptures of the Catacombs 
are therefore in no respect different in style from 
contemporaneous works, and with them shared in 
the precipitate, and almost total degradation of art 
after Christianity became permanently established. 
The best frescoes belong to the end of the first cen- 
tury and the beginning of the second. With the 
general decline of the Roman empire in the third 
and fourth centuries, artistic forme, like the morals 
of the people, became distorted and unpleasing, and 
in the case of the decorative works there is no dif- 
ference or advantage in Christian over heathen art. 
Comparatively few historical paintings are met with 
which have no other object in view than the illustra- 
tion of some simple fact from Jewish or Christian 
story. Occasionally a madonna and child are 
observed, generally with the magi or wise men from 
the east, and they varying in number, who present 
their offering. - There are also a few cases of mar- 
tyrdom portrayed. 

The great majority of the paintings, however, 
represent scenes symbolical of the doctrines and 
hopes of Christianity. That of most frequent 
occurrence is the resurrection, typified in the rais- 
ing of Lazarus, who appears at a door, wrapped in 
his grave clothes, while Christ, beardless, stands 
before it with a wand, in the style of the ancient 
magicians, and aleo by the fable of Jonah sitting 
under his gourd, as well as being swallowed by the 
whale, and his final escape. The Good Shepherd 
also frequently appears, with the sheep which he 
has recovered on his shoulders, semetimes surround- : 
ed by lambs. Abraham’s purposed sacrifice of 
Isaac, Noah in his ark, and the three young men in 
the fiery furnace, are very favorite subjects of repre- 
sentation. The same may be said of Daniel in the 
lion’s den, ceremonies of the Last Supper, and bap- 
tism. In the. representations of the communion is 
usually a table with seven persons around it, on 
which beside the bread also lies a fish, which was 
held to be a symbol of Christ, thus making him a 
fishy subject. s 

The Catacombs extend round the city in a wide 
circle. Upwards of sixty different Catacombs, vary- 
ing greatly in extent, and only partially accessible, 
have been discovered. According to Rossi’s careful 
caleulation they cover 615 acres. In order, bowever, 
to form a tolerably correct idea of their extent it 
must be borne in mind that the passages run one 
above another, as many ag five different passages 
being thus disposed. The highest of the pastages 
are 22 to 25 feet below the surface, while the lowest 
are 40 to 50 feet and sometimes deeper. ` 

I visited the one called the Catacombs of St. Cal- 
ixtus, 9 mile aud a half south of the oity limits, I 
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met there Mr. Oscar Tobias, a banker of the city of 
Vienna, we having arrived there in different oar- 
riages, but for thé same purpose. He can speak 
English some, having studied it at home, and I 
found this very convenient for me, as the guide in 
charge cannot speak a word of English, and I have 
not got so yet that I can speak the Italian fluently. 
I found Mr. Tobias a very amiable gentleman, and 
We remained together several days, visiting many pal- 
aces, galleries, and villas, as well as taking the trip to 
Tivoli and the Villa Hadrian, described in a pre- 
vious letter. He speaks Italian about as well as 
English, and by his aid I was enabled to understand 
much that I would have been in doubt with refer- 
ence to. We of course descended into the Cata- 
combs in company, and with the guide, each bear- 
ing a lighted candle. We found them in accordance 
with the foregoing description, the assages, re- 
cesses, chapels, frescoes, etc., etc. In one large 
room were two sarcophaguses, with glass covers, in 
one of which we saw what was left of one body, 
which probably has lain there some fifteen hundred 
years, and they were the only bones to be seen, the |. 
others all having been taken away for relics with 
which to cure diseases, perform miracles, and drive 
away devils. It is extremely silent and monotonous 
in those underground passages, with the side exca- 
vations, five or six over each other and on both 
sides, where dead men and women once reposed. 
The passages seem to run in yarious directions, like 
‘the streets in these European cities, sometimes rising 
and sometimes descending, and I have no doubt that 
those we traversed were some under the others. It 
seemed a little like going about in the narrow 
streets of a city in the dark. It was well we had 
a guide, for when a person once is in the Catacombs 
there is such a simiarity in all the passages that it 
could ba the merest chance in the world if he ever 
found his way out, even if his candle continued to 
burn. In some respecta it seemed there a little like 
the Mammoth Cave in Kentucky, especially as to the 
stillness, intricacy of the passages, and the dark- 
ness ; but as to the capaciousness and grandeur, the 
cave far excels. Tho Catacombs seem dry for sub- 
terranean abodes, with no appearance of water or 
moldiaess, The air also seemed natural and pleas- 
ant. 

As there are said to be five hundred and fifty 
miles of the Catacombs in all, it is needless to say 
we did not deem it necessary to traverse the entire 
distance. After a person has traveled five or six 

^ miles in those narrow, dark, monotonous passages, 
I apprehend that he is quite as well satisfied as 
though he felt compelled to explore the entire dis- 
tance. We were not averse to ascending to the sur- 
face and sunlight. 

The Jewish catacombs are separate from the 
Christians,’ as itis supposed their heaven will also be. 
They are said to be more spacious than the Chris- 
tians', and different in other respects. Their tombs 
bear Jewish symbols, such as the seven-branched 
candelabrum. Some two hundred Greek and Latin 
inscriptions and a sarcophagus or two have been 
found io their Catacombs. I am not aware whether 
their bones coatain the same efficacy and would per- 
form miracles and incurable cures as well as the 
bones of Christian saints or not, but probably they 
"would answer just the same if the faith could only 
be established that they were Christian bones and 
had been treated with holy water and the essential 
eeremonies of the priest. 

The catacombs of Mithras, not very far from those 
of St. Calixtus, it is stated, owe their origin to the 
mysteries of Mithras, an oriental worship of the 
sun, introduced into Rome in the century before 
Christ. which afterward became more prevalent, and 
was officially organized by Alexander Severus. Fan- 
tastic ceremonies and mysterious doctrines invested 
it with considerable attraction. Christians claim 
that the worshipers of Mithras incorporated into 
their system many of the symbols and rites belong- 
ing to the Christian system ; but the reverse is the 
truth. The worship of Mithras is a thousand years 
older than the worship of Jesus, and its rites and 
ceremonies were fully established many ceniuries 
before Christ was thought of. All the stealing, bor- 
rowing, or appropriating that was done between the 
two systems was assuredly on the part of the Chris- 
tians. And if Constantine had' happened to embrace 
the worship of Mithras with the same zeal and 
bloodthirstiness that he did Christianity, it is by no 
means improbable that the religion of Mithras 
would now be the prevailing one in Europe and 
America ; and who can say that in that case the 
people wouid not have been just as happy and vir- 
tuous, and that many millions less in number would 
have been put to the most cruel and agonizing 
deaths. 


lated large numbers of paintings and statues, and 
allow the publie to visit them on certain days of the 
week, These palaces are usually built around courts 
from one to two hundred fect square, thus giving 
ample light to the rooms opening on the court, and 
allowing, by the different rooms communicating 
with one another, a continuous walk from room to 
room around the entire square. All, however, are 
not so extensive as this arrangement would indi- 
cate, nor are all so arranged, though all contain 
many rooms, one after another, filled with the 
choicest works of art, in which the Italian people in 
the few past centuries have certainly ‘excelled. 
These rooms for the exhibition of paintings are in 
nearly all cases fitted up in the richest style; the 
ceilings overhead are finely frescoed, some of them 
are vaulted or arched, and the floors are either of 
marble, with intricate blending of colors, or of fine 
mosaics, where, in the floor of a room twenty feet 
square, are probably hundreds of thousands of pieces 
of marble, or a composition of glass, etc., expressly 
for the purpose, and all fitted together with exqui- 
site skill in figures and designe, and the whole pol- 
ished to a smooth, shining surface. Where this is 
not the case a curious and. complicated concrete is 
used, called, I think, Venetian conorete, in which 
pieces of glass and marble are intermixed with. con- 
erete, the whole being as smooth and hard as glass. 
Plain designa are also followed in this description 
of floor. Ihave seen but few floors of wood, and 
they usually very intricate and made of oak, etc., of 
different colors and fitted together most artistically. 
like a mosaic. I have also seen a few plain brick 
floors, or of flat tile, and of large size. The rule 
usually seems to be to put just as much labor as 
possible on the floors as well as other parts of these 
rich buildings. Sə in mentioning the different gal- 
leries, it will not be necessary to again allude'to the 
fine floors or to the frescoes overhead. It may be 
understood these are always present. 

In marble floors and marble staircases aud steps 
Italy undoubtedly beats the world. Nearly all the 
stairs in Rome, whether in public buildings or pri- 
vate residences, are marble or other stone. 'The 
more usual way is for each step to be a solid block 
of marble, with a shelving place cut out under the 
top part, which projects. These steps are ten feet 
or more in length, though six or eight feet is the 
more usual width of staircases, 


THE VATICAN. 
I will first call yout attention to this most noted 


and among its many treasures, it is, as is well 
known, the Pope’s residence, for here it is that he 
lives in royal splendor. I paid two visits to the 
Vatican, but did not see Leo at either visit. The 
entrance to the court which communicates with the 
Pope's palace is well guarded by Swiss soldiers, and 
no one is allowed to enter who cannot show the 
proper vouchers. Very likely if I had applied to 


had arranged myself in court dress, I might have 
been allowed to pass the guards, but I d'd not care 
enough to see the old man to put myself to any 
such trouble. I saw several carriages containing 
church dignitaries on a mission to the Pope, and 
these were readily allowed to pass by the Swiss 
guards in yellow-striped uniform. One I judged 
to be a cardinal by the amount of red about him. 
This carriage commanded unusual respect from the 
guards. They formed themselves in two straight 
lines, one on each side, and gave the military salute 
as the carriage passed them. It is about the worst 
fault I have to find with the Swiss—that they will 
hire themselves out for such purposes. Another 
cardinal was pointed out to me on another occasion, 
so I think I may be sure that I have seen two live 
cardinals, and they were not very remarkable look- 
ing men at that. 

The immense range of somewhat illy-devised 
buildings composing the Vatican looks on the exte- 
rior much like a huge barracks for soldiers, but is 
perhaps the most extraordinary palace in the world. 
It was built at different periods, being firat designed 
only as a residence for the popes, and additions were 
made to it from time to time to afford room for the 
vast collection of antiquities, statuary, and paint- 
ings which it now contains. It is held that Charle- 
magne resided here while in Rome, after which time 
the building fell somewhat into decay, and that Eu- 
gene IIL. erected the older part of the present pal- 
ace, which was greatly enlarged under Nicholas III. 
It, however, did not become the regular residence of 
the popes until after their returu from Avignon, 
when the Lateran was no longer. used for that pur- 
pose. After the death of Gregory XI., the first con- 
clave of cardinals to elect a new pope was held in 
the Vatican in 1378, and that resulted in a schism. 
In 1450 Nicholas V., with a view of making it the 
moat imposing palace in the world, determined to 
unite init allthe government offices and the residence 
of the cardinals, The small portion completed by 
him. was afterward occupied; and perhaps it will not 
be too much to say, most fittingly consecrated by 
that vile monster, his Holiness Pope Alexander VL, 


PALACES OF ROME. 


What are called palazzo (palaces) in this city 
number about seventy. The larger share of them 
were doubtless built for the residences of princes, 
nobles, and wealthy persons, and some of them are 
still so oacupied, while others are mainly noted as 
galleries for paintings and works of art. Some are 
acoupled by their owners still, who have acoumy: 
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palace. It stands close to St. Peter’s, on the north, 


the.American minister for a note to the Pope, and. 


his son Cesar. They planted there in the Vatican 
the system of morals for which they were notorious. 
For this reason that portion of the Vatican was 
termed Zor di Borgia, dnd was enlarged by subse- 
quent popes. In 1473 that portion called the Sia- 
tine Chapel was erected by Sixtus IV. Innocent 
VIII. in 1490 added what is called the Belvedere, or 
Garden House, a portion surronnding a beautiful 
court cultivated as a most lovely ornamental gar- 
den.. Other additions, not necessary to enumerate, 
were made by popes Julius IL, Sixtus V., Clement 
VHL, Urban VIII., Pius VL, IGregory XVI., and 
lastly by the late Pius IX. As now existing, the 
palace contains twenty courts, and is said to com- 
prise eleven thousand halls, chapels; saloons, and 
private apartmente. By far the greater number of 
these halls and rooms contain the works of art 
alluded to, and it is with these we have most to do 
at present. 


The galleries of the Vatican are open from 10 am. - 


to 3 P. M., except on Sundays and certain holi- 
days. Permission for entrance is obtained of the 
major-domo or his representative, who is reached by 
ascending a long staircase, at the entrance from the 
colonnade surrounding the piazza of St. Peter, and 
passing through a long arched corridor or hallway, 
between imposing columns, then diverging into 
another hallway, and ascending another long stair- 
case and passing around—quite a journey—into the 
office for the purpose. The Swiss soldiers are at the 
entrance and direct the applicant where to go. This 
all seemed like an unnecessary piece of red-tapism. 
Admission might ds well be granted by the door- 
keepers; or if an office mast be kept for the pur- 
pose of granting permission, let it be more conven- 
ient of access and not necessitate so much climbing 
of stairs. Perhaps, though, as long as a person has 
only to write his name in the book kept for the pur- 
pose to obtain free admission he ought not to com- 
plain. Though the admission is free, it however 
costs the visitor not a very small sum by the time 
he gets around. There are some ten persons in 
charge in different parts of the galleries and halls 


who expect a franc each from visitors. 

The number of paintings in the Vatican collection 
is not 80 great as i expected to see, but they are by 
the first masters and are considered the very best in 
the world. These form what may be termed the 
first part of the exhibition, The entrance is by the 
Scala Regia, a magniticent flight of steps, covered 
with tunneled vaulting resting on Roman columns. 
This may be termed the vestibule of the Sixtine 
chapel, originally designed for the reception of for- 
eign embassadors. It is a most brilliant room, 133 
feet long, 45 feet wide, with six windows on each 
side above. Beautifully decorated marble screens 
inclose the place set apart for religious services. The 
upper p3ft is replete with interesting frescoes by Flor- 
entine masters of the fifteentlmeentury. They repre- 
sent parallel scenes in the lives of Moses and Christ: 
Moses and his wife Zipporah are represented jour- 
neying to Egypt; Zipporah circumcises her son ; 
Moses kills the Egyptian; drives the shepherds 
from the well; kneels before the burning bush; Pha- 
raoh’s destruction in the Red sea, with his entire 
army; adoration of Aaron’ golden calf; destruction 
of Korah and his company; the same of the sons of 
Aaron; the death of Moses. Adjoining the latter on 
the entrance wall is the contest of the archangel 
Michael for the body of Moses! Opposite to these 
on the right side are, the baptism of Christ; Christ’s 
temptation ; the calling of Peter and Andrew ; the 
Sermon on the Mount ; cure of the lepers; the resur- 
rection of Christ. On the pillars between the win- 
dows are the portraits of twenty-eight popes. 

The ceiling is decorated with what is called the 
most magnificent example of patriarchal art, and was 
painted by Michael Angelo in a little less than two 
years. The fundamental idea is the preparation of 
the world for the advent of Christ. In the center 
are seen the creation, the fall, the deluge, with the 
saerifice of Noah and the mockery of him by his 
sons. Around are the figures of prophets and 
sibyls, who are claimed to have predicted Christ ; 
also his ancestors, or who are supposed to be such, 
the whole accompanied by numerous accessory fig- 
ures, relief-medallions, children as bearers of entab- 
latures, etc. ‘These are combined by skilful archi- 
tectural arrangements so as to form an exquisite 
whole, and worthy of minute and repeated examina- 
tion. The execution of the work is more to be ad- 
mired than the old fable which is so artistically and 
extensively portrayed. In the center, as viewed 
from the altar, are the following nine sections: 1. 
God separating light from darkness ; 2. Creation of 
the sun and moon; 3. Separation of the land from 
the sea ; 4. The creation of Adam; 5. The creation 
of Eve; 6. The eating of the apple and the banish- 


iment from Paradise ; 7. The deluge; 8. Noah’s 


thank-offering after the flood; 9. Agam Noah’s in- 
toxication and the ridicule of his gons, 

On the lower part of the vaulting are the prophets 
and sibyls in earnest contemplation, surrounded by 
angels and genii. To the left, 1. Jeremiah in a pro- 
found reverie ; 2. A Persian gibyl reading ; 3. Eze- 
kiel with balf-opened soroll; 4 Erythyæan sibyl 


and bis equally vile daughter, Lucretia Borgia, and t (Contigued on page TEV” 
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Memorial. 


Oa Bunday, October 31, 1880, Mr. Thomas Watson, aged 
geventy-one years, passed from this earthly plane of exist- 
ence to try the mysteries of eternity. He was ill but a short 
time, for his feeble frame could not withstand the strain of 
sickness, 

His funeral services were conducted by the Monmouth, Ill., 
Liberal Society, of which he was an honored member, With- 
out the aid of a minister or church cant. 

William Knox's beautiful poem, ‘Why Should the Spirit 
of Mortal be Proud?” was read by Hila Birge Wilson, a 
funeral service from * The Truth Seeker Collection,”. by 8. 
W. Smith, and a short, but elcquent, address was delivered 
by a daughter of Mr. Watson, Mrs. Annie Wilson, which, 
with appropriate and beautiful music, made a very fitting 
ceremony for the sad occasion. : 

On Sunday, November 14th, a memorial meeting was 
held at Liberal Hall in deference to the departed, Which 
was participated in by most of the members. No one 
‘wished to neglect an opportunity to bear testimony to thé 
worth of one so respected. The following essay was read 
bythe writer of this article, and, by vote of the society, 
waa ordered to be sent for publication: 


WORDS. OF BESPECT. 


we know "tis useless to try to change the inevitable; there- 
fore we bid him adieu; but we shall keep the remembrance 
of our friend and brother alive and green in our hearts, and 
his immortality shall be in the memory of his friends, even 
if it should be denied him as a part of a human life. 

Mr. Watson may hav had his faults (who has not?), but 


they were so covered up by his virtues that to a friend they |. 


were not apparent. He was a firm opponent of all that 
tended to. enslave the. human family, either mentally or 
physically. A believer in the principles of Liberalism, 
which he has defended many years, and he hoped that the 
distinguishing feature of Spiritualism—immortality demon- 
Sirated—was a fact. He was generous, charitab'e, kind, 
and social te all. 

He leaves a loviag'wife far advanced in years, and she 
feels that it will not be long ere she shall join the mate of 
her youth. Also a large and intelligent family, all grown 
to manhood and womanhood, who mourn him asa guide 
and a friend as well as a father. . 

|. We would say to those, we sympathize and mourn with 
you in your loss, but rejoice with him in his freedom. 

, : ELLA Birras WILSON, | 

|i We also send the following TA 


| TESTIMONIAL OF RESPECT. , 

! Ata meeting of the Monmouth Liberal League, held at 

Liberal Hall, Sunday evening, November 7, 1880, the fol- 

; lowing preamble and resolutions were adopted : : 
WHEREAS, We hav been called to lay away in the silent 

tomb one of our noblest workers and defenders of the great 


8p. 


hearers, 


titled ‘The Stylish Church," which was well received. 
Mis. E. C. Woodruff, of South Haven, gave the evening 
address, subject, Is there a Balm in Gilead ? Her address 
was short, all too short, for she never fails to. interest her 
At the close of her remarks the meeting adjourned 
to 9:30 Sunday morning. 

"The sky on Saturday evening showed indications. of. a 
storm, and on Sunday morning the snow was falling thick . 
and fast. The attendance was not as large as on the pre- 
vious day when the meeting was called to order, but the 
snow ceased to fall about ten o'clock, and the number in- 
creased. Mr. A. B. French gave the only address in the 
morning. His subject was Theism against Atheism —BSpirit- | 
walism against Materialism. He gave his reasons why he _ 
inclined to Theism against Atheism, and said that the hu- 
man mind has no power or capability to comprehend. the .. 
Infinit Being, Man apprehends that which he has no fac- 
ulty to comprehend. His discourse was replete with inter- - 
est, and his hearers heeded not the lapse of one hour and a 
quarter which he occupied. f 

The afternoon was occupied by M. Babcock, of Bt. 
Johnr, who spoke for one hour on the subject, ‘‘ What Shall 
We Do to be Saved ?" and was followed by E. C. Wood- 


ruff, who said she should not ask '' what shall we do to be ` 


saved ?” but what shall a man seek to save ? Her words 

were deeply interesting and instructiv. , 
Sunday evening was occupied by fifteen minutes’ speeches 

by each of the four speakers. Mrs. M, E. Gale was the first 


speaker, followed by M. Babcock. Mrs, Woodruff was the 


Two weeks ago to-day was the last time the sun ever rose and true principles that make all mankind akin; and 
for the physica! vision of one revered and esteemed meniber | WuERZEAS, In the death of Thomas Watson do we realize 
of our society, and to-night we meet to express our feelings that we hav lost a friend whose life was spent in doing good; 
of respect for the departed and sympathy for the bereaved. | è man who lived through many long years so uprightly that 
We realizo how futilare word: to soothe or comfort in 18 his death we need no divine mantle of charity to cover 
. - his faults. He died as he had lived, a noble type of true 
hours of such heart-breaking grief; but when calmer mo- | manhood ; pure in heart, noble in deeds, and always ready 
ments come, and the poignant agony givs place to quieter io assist his fellow-beings on the road to a purer, higher, 
sorrow, it is a blessed privilege to review the true words of , aud better life; and i 


next speaker, and commenced by saying, '' He who obsti- 
nately refuses to investigate any subject impoverishes him- 
Self," Mrs. Woodruff was followed by A. B, French, who 
gave the closing address of the meeting. He said Bro. Bib- `- 
cock came there to tell us what he did not believe, while he 
came to tell us what he did believe, and he had not yet told 
us half of what he believed. The evening proved a very 


aincere sympathy uttered by fond friends. = 

We all know that the family of our brother do not look 
upon death with any of that shrinking fear that fills the 
hearts of many, for they realize that deatk is a natural and 
inevitable condition; and although that realization helps 
them to bear their loss with a philosophical demeanor, it 
does not take away that feeling of something gone out of | 
their lives—of a void that only the kind, gray-haired old 
man could fill. We do not wish to know of a heart that 
does not hay enough of the love of humanity in it to mourn 
"when parting with a fellow-mortal for the last time. ‘‘ The 
last time!” How fraught with sad meaning are those three 
words! The last time we clasp the hand, warm with life, 
of a friend; the last time the lips are moved in articulate 
speech; the last time we see the form moved by the action 
of the will; the last time we met around the social board or 
in the friendly circle; the last expression of opinion on 
favorit subjects; the last exhibition of the peculiarities of 
one’s individual nature, and the last fond kiss given by the 
lips of love, are all cherished and remembered with exact 
and painful distinctness and gone over in memory many, 
many times after a dear one has left this earthly plane of 
being. : 

It seems a sweet, yet painful privilege, to be able to re- 
tain the memory of the lives and’ deaths of those that are 
dear to us; sweet, because in dwelling on the scenes in 
‘which they played a part, they appear to our minds to be 
still among us; painful, because we again and again see the 
last great throe of agony, the closed eyes, the blanched 
cheeks, and rigid lips which mark the seal set by the re- 
morseless hand of death. 

But we £hould not look upou death as an enemy if it does 
bring sorrow and the pains of parling, for it is as essential 
in the economy of nature as life. : 

It is by death that the material for life is formed throug 
dut all physical existences. - 1 

Without the death of plants, animale, and human beings 
our world would soon be an unfit abode for all of organized 
life. Then death brings that for which so many sigh— 
quiet, blissful, peaceful rest. 

Eliza Cook expresses that thought grandly in her “ Blum- | 
ber of Death:” : 

" Peaceful and fair is the smiling repose 

That the breast-cradled slumber of infancy knows. 
Bound is the rest of the weary and worn. ; 
Whose feet hav been galled with the dust and the thorn. 
Sweet is the sleep on the eyelidsof youth i 
When they dréam of the world as ali pleasure and truth. 
Yet child, pilgrim, and youth shall awaken again 

To the journeys of toil and the trials of pain. 

But oh, there's a fast and a visioniess sleep, 

The calm and the etirless, the long and the deep. 

"Tis the sleep that is soundest and sweetest of all 

When our couch is the bier and our white shroud the pall.. > 
No voice of the foe or the friend shall in part si udi 
The proud flugh to the cheek or warm throb to the heart. 
The lips of the dearest may seek for the breath, . 

But their kiss cannot-rouse the cold stillness of death. ` 
"Tis along, ’tis a last, 'tis a beautiful rest 

"When all sorrow is passed from the brow and the breast... 
And the lone spirit truly and wisely may crave 

The sleep that is dreamless, the sleep of the grave.” 


Our lamented brother often craved rest, not that he 
did not enjoy and love life, nor that he shrank from 
facing the battles and responsibilities of an intelligent exist- 
ence, but he had lived mary years, had done his share in | 
the struggle for the princip'es he indorsed, and it was time 
that he should rest. i 

His mental faculties were far more vigorous than those of 
most men of his age, and. he has spent his whole life in ad- 
‘vocating what he thought to be right and the truth. 


We cannot tell how much we miss him in our meetings, |. 


where he was eVer a valucd counselor and a most worthy 
member. RES . 

His noble intellect and sound judgment were ones that we 
gould ever rely upon. 
` He is gone from our midst, and we mourn our lors, bui 


‘the Van Buren and Adjoining Counties Association, was 


WHEREAS, While we recognize that his voice has been 
silenced by death, we feel that his memory will ever be 
cherished in the hearts of ail who knew him ; therefore, 

Resolved, That we extend to the bereaved wife, sons, and 
daughters, Who mourn the loss of a kind husband and an 
affeetionate father, our sincere and heartfelt sympathies. 

Resolved, That while the near ones shed tears of sorrow 
over the grave of their dear departed, we deeply feel the 
loss of a true and kind friend, but with the poet can truly 
88y : . 

Yt Go. gentle spirit. to your destined rest, 


hile we, reserved by nature's kindlier doom, 
Pour forth our tears of sorrow on your tomb.” 


Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to 
the bereaved family, also to the Monmouth Ailas aud Review, 
the Boston Investigator, TRuTH SEEKER, and R-P. Journal, 
requesting publication. ` E G. Moors, 

E. B WrLsow, 
. S. W. SurrE, 
Committee, 
Oo 


Michigan State Meeting. 


The Michigan State Association and the Van Buren: Co. 
Society of Spiritualists: and Liberalists held a union quar 
terly meeting at Paw Paw, Van Buren county, November 
12th to 14th, inclusiv. Longwell’s Opera House was 
engaged for the occasion, and every arrangement made for 
the comfort and entertainment of friends coming from 
abroad. L. S. Burdick, of Kalamazoo, President of the 
Btate Association, being also President of what is known as 


present, and presided through the entire meeting. The 
weather had been very unpropitious for several days, but 
on Friday afternoon, as the first session was called to order, 
the mists had rolled away, and, like the sunshine of truth, 
which shall shine upon us in the coming days, shone the 
sun from a clear sky, and with true and earnest zeal seemed 
to inspire all present for the work before them. 

Tke speakers present at the first session were Mr. A. B. 
French, Clyde, Ohio ; Mrs. M. C. Gale and M. Babcock of 
Michigan. Short speeches from each one of the speakers 
oceupied tbe afternoon, and at five o'clock the meeting ad- 


.journed until seven o'clock P, M. 


The Friday evening session was opened by.the reading of 
a poem by A. B. French, entitled, ‘‘ Whistling in Heaven.” 
Mrs. Mary A. Gale was the first speaker for the evening, 
taking for her subject, ‘‘The Future Life, or Life After 
Death.” Mrs. Gale spoke for one hour, and was followed by 
Bro. A. B. French, on the same subject. B5th were listened 


‘to with deep interest and marked attention. 


Saturday morning session was opened with conference 
for one hour, after which M. Babcock occupied the fore- 
noon, taking for his subject, ‘‘ Superstition." Mr. Babcock 
has the happy faculty of amusing while he instracts his 
hearers, and all are well pleased to listen to him, 

Saturday afternoon. Session called to order at two P. M. 
Exercises opened with a song by a troupe of professionais 
known as Donavin's Tennesseeans—‘‘ Hark | Apollo Strikes 
the Lyre." After an essay by Mrs. M. Babcock on Intellect- 
ual Progression, another song, “Come where the. Lilies 
Bloom," was sung by the T'ennesseeans, and A. B. French 
gave the afternoon address, taking for his. subjest the 
Power and Permanency of Ideas. He was listened to with 
the deepest interest, holding his audience from first to last 
with a power which few speakers possess. 
giv the points of his lecture, which he makes very clear, but 
time and space will not permit. I understand the address 


in full will soon appear in some one of the leading Bpirit- 


uslistic papers. - e 
The afternoon session closed with the singing of ** Home, 
Sweet Home.” ; 
Saturday evening session was called to order at 6:30. 
Mrs. R. A; Shaffer, Chairman of the Finance Committee, 


being the only one of the Committee present, E. L. Warrer | 


and Mrs. Fisher were appointed to act in their places during 
this meeting. Mr. Babcock, by request, related the quail 
Biory found in tke Bible, A. B. French read a poem emn. 


ists stocd side by side on the same rostrum. 
their own sentiments and in their way filled their mission 

and did their own work without one breath of discord or ` 
inharmony, proving themselvs Liberals in sentiment as well - 
as in name. 


in what shape or vessel. 


I would like to. 


jatereating one indeed ; in truth, the entire three days were 
made unusually interesting and enjoyable. 
seemed determined to do his part toward making it pleas- 
ant for everyone else. 


Every cne 


The exercises were varied. Music and singing were fur- 


nished by Miss Happin, of Paw Paw; Mr. Bigelow, of Kal- 
amsz00 ; Mrs. Babcock, of St. Johns; Mrs. Spinney, of 
Detroit, with occasional congregational singing. The sing- 
ing by the ‘‘ Tennesseeans " was also a very pleasant feature 
and added not a little to the harmony of the cccasion. 
Every one felt free to speak his own. ideas and sentiments, 
and was at the same time willing to accord the same priv- 
ileges to others, and the most perfect harmony prevailed 
throughout the entire meeting. 


It was resolved that a vote of thanks be tendered to the 


citizens of Paw Paw and the friends who had contributed . 
so generously to the entertainment of the friends from 
abroad for their kindness, sympathy, and hospitality ex- 


tended to all. A feast of good things was spread out, and 
all were welcome. Spiritualists, Liberaliste, and Material- 
All spoke 


Yours for freedom, Miss J. R. LANE, 
Ssc'y Mich. State Ass'n. Spiritualists and Liberalista. 
23 
A Suggestion for Temperance Reform ers. 
BLOOD VERSUS WINE. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, ir: Iu this — 
age of great innovations a new suggestion is taken in better 
spirit than in those days when it was dangerous to yield for 
fear that iconoclasts might carry everything before them. 
Conservatism in those times was the check to Radicalism. 


It is a well known fact that a man who has a taste for 


alcoholic drinks, either irherited or acquired, has to break 


off absolutely from stimulants if he wishes to kill his habit 


of drinking, ‘The slightest taste—one drop, a nip once a 
year, may hav the power to awaken long dormant desires 
and utterly rout any resolution made for the best by such a 


person. It will, then, be conceded by all parties that'it is 
best to refuse absolutely any alcoholic stimulant, no matter 
This cannot be done as long as the 
holy ordinances of the churches require members to sip 
wine at the sacrament. This is a solemn rite, and it would 
be supposed that none would dare to transgress its holiness 
and giv way to their desires. It has been done. Drunkards 
hav been recaptured from au honest, righteous life and 
carried back into the paths of sin by merely taking the 
sacrament, : ; 

To remedy this, we;propose to use real blood instead of 
wine. In sugar refineries dried blood of all kinds of ani- 
mals is mixed with the syrups to clarify them. It becomes 
very valuable in connection with this industry. Now why 
could not the blood of young calves or little lambs-——the very 
best—be collected by butchers, dried, and canned for relig. 
ious purposes ? A small portion of this, mixed with water, . 
would serve far better than the deceitful stuff now used. 

Then, moreover, the trausubstantialist would be the bet- 
ter able to argue that the fl jid partaken of at the sacrament 
was real blood, the blood of the lamb. A little additional 
argument would plainly show that it differed in no wise 
from the life giving currents of him who was hung on a Croes 
eighteen hundred years ago. The logic might be thus: The 
blood of Christ was composed of thé same chemical ele- 
ments as the. blood of an ordinary mau. But the blood of 
&n ordinary man differs in no constituent from that of 
lamb ; ergo, the blood of the lamb is the same as the blood 
of Christ ; in other words, it ïs transubstantiated. - k 

We shall always regret that this idea was not advanced 
in the thirteenth century. What wasted words—how mucb 
bloodshed and how many lives would hav been saved 
Nor would we read in history that two dissenting priest 
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would meet on the Roman streets, or under the shady trees 
of the Bosporus, from a quarrel of words as to whether the 
wine was changed into the blood of Christ proceed to 
* blows, under which one only succumbed when life had left 
: his mortal clay, If this suggestion now offered to all sects 
` and religionists hid been adopted in the thirteenth cen- 
tury our holy clergy of the Catholic church would never 
hav labored under the imputation that they drank the sac- 
ramental wine because they liked it, and gave the commu- 
nicants only. the bread. : Weis AR 
In addition to this the change would open up a new busi- 
ness and place a new commodity on the market. Nice 
canned blood would be at a premium, and connoisseurs in 
; dried. blood would make a living by sampling and grading 
. for sale à commodity that now wets the sod upon which the 
poor beast is slaughtered. We hope to see the suggestion 
adopted, : ; Toxor. 
. Liberal League Libraries. 


DEAR TRUTH SEEKERS : I am wondering if you realze 
how easily Liberals can get up a library association, and the 
necessity that every Liberal League has of one, if it would 
do the greatest possible amount of work. 

When I came South and found no public library, and even 
bookstores in all this portion of the country, I felt as if one 


of the vital necessities of life were missing. But I set right 


about trying to create a public sentiment that would demand 
One, and we at last made‘a commencement. 

We formed an association agreeing to each pay three dol- 
lars annually in quarterly instaliments, and each member to 
choose books to that amount (such as he wanted) subject to 


the vote of the majority as to the acceptance of the choice 
A simple constitution and by-laws for the safety of. 
the books and management of the library was formed. A 


, made. 


beginning was made by donations of such books as the mem- 


bers chose to giv from their private collecti;ne, and now we 
hav formed in only a few years a fine library of choice lit. 


erature, which is growing larger and better with each year, 


and is working great good in many ways, and doing much 
toward making Snowviile the most literary place in all the 
A ladies’ reading club has also grown up 


country around. 
out of the association, and all in a little town of 175 inhabi- 
tants, every one of whom belongs to the laboring class. Now, 
each Liberal L»ague should at once begin to form some asso 


ciation of this sort, every member who is able contributing 


a certain yearly sum, and those who are too impecunious, 
. and yet wish to read can rent the books at a small percent- 


age of the value, depositing as security gome book or other 
thing of equal worth, if necessary. Oatsiders could also rent 


ihe books, thus helping the association, and having an 
opportunity to read many volumes they would never other- 
wise get to see. 


` One great value of the library association is the power of 
"buying valuable works that single members are rarely able 
to purchase, Eich library would soon not only own a copy 
of every Liberal book published, but also all valuable scien- 


tific books, woiks of romance, poetry, and art, and some one 
of the great encyclopedias. I hope each League will begin 


at once, and I am sure that not one out of the whole number 
will regret the outlay, which may be very small at first, but 
yet in the end do great and good work. Books reach minds 
And only think what an en- 
couragement this movement will be to our Liberal publishers 


‘that-no other influence can. 


and Liberal writers! 


. I hope our friend Bennett will receive so many orders that 
. ere the year is out he will be compelled to hire additional 


hands in his office to fill them. 


“ Stern duty's voice demands your help, 
Arouse ye for the strife, 
Ba up and doing—for the world 
With mighty change is rite." 


Snowville, Và. ELMINA DRAKE BLENKER. 


Book Notice. 


Tum Gops AND RELIGIONS OF ANCIENT AND MODERN 


Times, | D. M. Bennett, 141 Eighth street, N. Y. 
The above-named work, which was forwarded me some 


time since by the author, has been perused with both profit 


and pleasure, and I cannot forbear offering my sincere con- 

' gratulations to the writer, and at the same time my cordial 
indorsement of the able construction of his brave and noble 
undertaking. ^ When we remember all the cicumstances 
connected with the writing of these 1931 pages, a tenfold 
interest and Value accrue to the reader thereof; and while 
the work fulfils admirably the intention of the author, the 
faithfulness with which he has grouped so much relevant 
matter around the great central, objectiv thought which 
incited the work commends the plan of construction to all 
who appreciate the efforts of our activ workers to Liberalize 
the public mind, 

In all Mr. Bennett’s writings one characteristic is particu- 
larly noticeable; unheeding fast the poisoned shafts of sav- 
age opposition, he unhesitatingly braves the stormy waters, 
and always finding antidote against the venomed arrows of 
the enemy, he passes in safety the *' bojador” of unexplored 
regions, appearing to suffer no inconvenience in consequence 
of his hardihood. 

The work in question being necessarily a ' rapid transit” 
which brings from out the vague and shadowy past the be- 
ginnings of religious thought snd practice along the high- 
way of chance and change, continually keeps in view the 
one dominant and seemingly irrepressible tendency of the 
human mind to create and systematize a hierarchy of potent 
gods into whose hands all the most sacred interests of the 
race hav been committed at cost of fearful suffering and 
enormous sacrifice of human rights, human progress, and 

- human happiness. 2 : f 
After having finished the perusal of this book one cari but 
' feel convinced that Mr. Bennett could not hav done the 


cause of Liberalism better service anywhere or in any way 
than he has succeeded in doing while serving out an unjust 
sentence in prison by giving Liberal literature this last valu- 
able acquisition, for it is certainly a matter in every way 
worthy congratulatory approval that in our own country at 
last Liberalism is making rapid strides in the direction of a 
pronounced literature of its own. Broad is the field andripe 
unto harvest which now awaits the action of Liberal voice 
and pen. Mr. Bennett is doing his share of the work, and 
those who enjoy and profit by such books as the one in 
question will seldom fiad opportunity to secure so consider- 
able a library in such small compass or at such a compara- 
tivly small cost, Truly, JENNIE B, Brown, 
New Haven, Ct , Nos. 22, 1880. 
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. “Superstition in All Ages." 


“ Glory follows in the train of great men, and increases 
after their death. "— Plutarch. 


‘The first thing which is required of genius is the love of 
truth, "— Goethe, - 

This in a philosophical point of view is unquestionably 
one of the most stupendously profound productions that the 
hand of man will ever write. The sleuth-hounds of hypoc- 
risy hav bound the martyr to the stake, “and round the 
limbs of liberty has climbed the bigot’s flame." John Mes- 
lier was aware of all this, and much more; and though he 
dared not publish his thoughts while living, he bequeathed 
the most trenchant, stirring, and thrilling sentences that 
ever individualized the writings of man, for posterity to 
peruse when his immortal spirit should take its flight among 
the spheres of space, and the lump of marble clay to turn to 
atoms of pathetic dust, to be wafted away into the unborn 
worlds of time. He has.condescendingly demolished every 
idea that can be advanced in behalf of Godism, and stripped 
to the latt thread the Christian scheme. 

I unhesitatingly affirm that this work in many respects is 
unimprovable and unsurpassable, and will, when translated 
into all the civilized tongues of earth, work a reformation 
in the inertia of the brain. Mr. James Parton is a compe- 
tent judge of literature, and he says of this work, ‘‘ It is the 
most curious, the most powerful, thing of the kind which 
the last century produced." Voltaire said, ‘‘ He wrote in 
the hour of death, when even liars tell the truth.” 

Meslier knew that the people looked upon the earth as 
being geocentric, and man as anthropocentric. Meslier’s 
appropriatements and seppropriateness are undoubtedly 
unsurpissed in the annals of philosophical literature. 
emolument of reason has been the cause of leaving to pos- 
terity a punctilious effect. 


The universe it always was, 
For it exists without a cause, 


science and the promulgation of Liberal ideas. 
fail to read this work lore a feast. 


tion and tranqailized honor until the stars no longer shine, 


and the glittering, beaming, brilliant sun goes down behind 


the western hills forever. 
Aurora, Ohio. 
— oo — — — 


Needy Liberals. 


B. O. FENTON, 


Richfield, Summit Co., Ohio. 


I wish to say I am wearing one‘of sister Lucy's pins, and 


am proud of the hanor of being marked as a believer in uni- 
versal mentalliberty. Miss Churchill has been confined to 
her bed for eight years with spinal complaint, and has great 
need of the little aid she ought to receive from the sale of 
her pretty badges, which should ornament the person of 
every Freethinker who honors his colors, 

I highly approve of a badge. I used to wish, years and 
years ago, that Liberals would wear some,token by which 
they could recognize each other, and no prettier one could 
be wished for than Miss Churchill’s. Good Templars and 
Masons are displaying their badges all around Snowville, and 
now it will be honored, graced, and blessed by one badge 
for universal mental liberty, a better, grander, and nobler 
motto than is displayed oy any other badge on earth. 

Aud I would also remind you of the needs of the old pio- 
neer of Liberal Freethought, Mr. Jeremiah Hacker, of Ber- 
lin, N. J. He and his aged wife are both sick, and if some 
few generous ones do not help them they may actually starve 
before the winter is Over. Ihav just sent him my mite of 
two dollars, and now call on others who are more able and 
probably just as willing to do as much if they know it is 
needed. They forbade my making any appeal for them. 
They said they were not afraid to die, but could not beg. 
But I consider it only a just debt due the once widely- 
known and well-beloved editor who was in yearly receipt of 
three thousand letters commencir g ‘ Dearest Friend,” but 
now he is in his old age—like a worn-out horse left to starve 
and die on the commons, not purposely but thoughtlessly 
and by many ignorantly, Yours for real Liberalism, 

ELMINA, 
—_— — 49——————— 


Personal. 


W. F, Jamieson wil holdan eight-session debate with 
Rev. John Hughes, in Table Grove, Ill., Dec. 7th, 8 h, 9.4, 
and 10;h. He will not visit Nebraska until the middle of 
January, and will answer calls to lecture in central and 
southern Illinois. Address Table Grove, Ill. 


His 


"The hellhounds of the past hav drenched and the barba- 
rians of to-day want to drench the fair fields of earth in 
blood and tears, and the black, cursed structure of Chris- 
tianity is as ever intensely hostil to the advancement of 
You that 
It is only a commend- 
able act of justice for all future generations to hold the 
name of John Meslier in the most sacred of human admira- 


DEAR TRUTH SEEKER FRIENDS: I wish to call your 
attention once more to the Freethinkers’ Badge Pin, solid 
gold, package registered, and the postage paid, the price of 
which is $1.50. It is sold by Lucy l, Churchill, West 


Notice. 
‘Mrs. Colby and Smith closed their second engagement in 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 14:h, having a crowded house ; at- 
tended a three days’ convention at Binghamton the 19th, 
20th, and 213t; will remain there during November, and re- 
turn to Rochester for the month of December, notwithstand- 
ing Mrs. Coiby has given over forty lectures in that city 
since last April to large and appreciativ audiences. 


Persons cesiring the services of Mra. Colby and Smith for 


week evening lectures or funerals will address them accord- 
ingly. 


tr ——— — ——— 
Please Answer at Once! 
I desire each member of the Executiv Committee of the 


National Liberal League to write me a£ once as to the status 
of Liberalism in his state or territory. If there should be 
any intention on the part of any member of the Committee 
to Cease to gct in his « ficial capacity, for any cause what- 
ever, he should hand in his resignation, so that his place 
may bo filled and the work pushel on. 
Kansas City, M». 


Please wri'o me at 
O. A. Poses, 


Ch, Ex. Com. N. L. L, 
Kansas City, Mo , Nov. 22, 1880. 


{From the New York Run] 
Either a New Creed or No Creed. 


What is Congregationalisu? That is likely to ba tha 
question which will provoke the most difference of opinion 
atthe National Congregational Council now in session at 
St. Louis, 

The theory of the denomination is that each church is 
indepsndent. The complete autonomy of the local church is 
something which is j:alously guarded. We read of Con- 
gregationalism; but of the Congregational church, meaning 
the wh:l: body, we do not hear as we do of the Episcopal 
church. It is of the Congregational churches, the individual 
societies of believers, that the denominational historians 
speak. These churches are bound together by a common 
ecclesiastical polity, and clusters of them unite in voluntary 
associations to secure the benefits of consolidation ; but tha 
Bible furnishes the only supreme law for them. 

What Congregationalism is as a polity can be easily 
defined, but what it is as a religious belief is a question 
which cannot be s3 readily answered, In these days, 
especially, it is next to impossible to say what Congrega- 
tionalists believe, for they either d» not know themselva, or 
differ widely as to their creed. A minister who might bu 
rejected as tota!]y unorthodox by one church wouid be at 
once accepted as sound enough in doctrin by another. 

For instanee, a young man was recently pronounced, 
unsound by a New England instailation council who would 
find no difficulty in getting a pastorate elsewhere. He wad 
all at sea about hell, and had not yet reached settled convic- 
tions about inspiration and revela'ion ; but there are many 
Congregational churches which would not mind that sort of 
Infidelity, provided ha was an acceptable preacher; and 
councils could be got togsther which would let him slip 
through without too severe an examinition a3 to the points 
where his belief was shaky. 

On the other hand, there are Congregational ministers 
who would pass the gauntlet of the bluest sort of Preabyte- 
rian council. Such men go from the one denomination to 
the other without difficulty, not regarding the shell of eccle- 
siastical polity as of any essential avcount, The Rev. Dr. 
Storrs of Brooklyn, for example, was wanted for pastor by 
the Brick Presbyterian church of this city, though it is stal- 
wart iu its orthodoxy, 

The Rev. Dr. Dexter of Boston, who has been elected 
Moderator of the National Congregational Council at St. 
Louis, contends that Congregationalism is not only a polity, 
but also acreed. If it is a creed, and the orthodox creed 
held by Dr. Dexter and most of the older theologians, then 
heresy prevails in the denomination to so great an extent 
that separation must take place. 

But who will say what the creed is? According to the 
Congregational system, as interpreted by a large party in the 
denomination, each chu:ch must seitle that matter for itself ; 
and even if the National Council ag-ees upon articles of 
faith, it can’t force them on the churches. They can take 
them or reject them, and still call themselva by the name of 
Congregationalists. Tue Council, however, can recommend 
a creed which, probibly, would be very generally adopted. 

In an address before the Council on the '* Expediency of 
Formulation of à New Symbol of Faith for Congregational 
Churches,” Prof. Mad of Oberlin College reached the con- 
clusion tbat either the old standards of belief commonly ac- 
cepted must ba modifizd so as to conform to the present 
age, or all statements of doctrin must be abolished, That 
is, there must be a new creed, or there must be no creed. 

The new and liberal school of theologians refuse to ba 
hampered by a creed, and therefore they will try to defeau 
any effort at Ss. Louis to lay down standards of beliet for 
the acceptance of the churches. The old aud orthodox 
school, on the other hand, demand a creed expressly for 
the purp 82 of drivirg these skeptics out of the denomi-- 
nation, or at least miki g them show their hends unmis- 
t.kibly. If they succeed iu their purpose they will hold 
the great mass of Congregational churches together as tha 
genuine exponents of Congregationalism, and the latitudi- 
ngrian theol^gians will be forced into forming an association 
by themselvs. Thus the way will be prepared for. a split 
in the denomination, and the breach will ba likely to wider 
as years advance. e E 

'The orthodox party hav the Moderator of the Council, 
but it remains to be seen whether they will accomplish 
their purpose as to a creed. A- spirit of compromisa 
usually prevails in such gath rioga, and it is not impossible 
that convictions may be sacrificed to expediency. 
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(Continued from page 11.) 

sitting by an book ; 5. Joel reading an open scroll ; 
6. Zacharias turning the leaves of a book ; 7. Del- 
phian sibyl, with an open scroll; 8. [saiah, his arm 
resting on the book, deeply absorbed in divine in- 
spiration ; 9. A common sibyl opening a book ; 10. 
Daniel writing after having seen one of his remark- 
able visions; 11. Libyan sibyl grasping an open book; 
19. Jonah sitting beneath his gourd after the fish, 
which upon three days’ trial could not digest him, had 
cast him up. Thus Jewish fable and pagan myth are 
blended together by the most artistic hands the 
world ean boast, and in support of a religion re- 
plete with mere fancies and unrealities. 

In the pointed arches and lunettes of the vaulting 
are what are supposed to be the ancestors of Jesus, 
represented as calmly looking for his coming, pre- 
cisely as if they understood exactly how it was to 
take place and what the result of his coming would 


e. 
In the four corner arches on the altar wall, on the 
right, is represented the Israelites in the wilderness 
with the brazen serpent. On the left is the improb- 
able tale of King Artaxerxes, Esther who sold her- 
Self to him, and Haman, who was hanged on the 
gallows he erected for Mordecai. On the entrance 
wall is the prize-fight of David and Goliath, and the 
brave Judith. On the altar wall is also painted by 
Michael Angelo his conception of the Last Judg- 
ment. 
right isrepresented Christ as judge. Over him hover 
the saints, drawn back by devils, and supported by 
angels. On his left the wicked are vainly trying to 
climb up into heaven. Above are two groups of 
angels with the cross, the pillar against which Jesus 
leaned when scourged, with other implements of his 
torture. In the center are Jesus and his mother, 
surrounded by the apostles and numerous saints. 
Beneath the wicked wretches who are struggling to 
keep out of it is hell itself, according to the concep- 
tion of Dante, aided by the pagan notions of the 
ferryman Charon and the judge Minos, thus again 
blending pagan and Christian fable together to ter- 
rify the easy dupes who look upon the pieture. The 
impropriety of presenting such monstrous and dis- 
eased conceptions to the view of credulous, super- 
stitious, and illy-informed people, must be readily 
seen. Batitis by such frightful pictures and by 
more frightful word-painting that the Christian sys- 
tem has been built up and sustained. This is 
that dreadful hell, which Jesus sits complacently by, 
manifesting no regret that millions of immortal, 
sensitive, but very ignorant and fallible beings 
brought into existence by his father or himself, are 
being thrust forever and ever, while he by a sin- 
gle effort might prevent it all. Fatile, indeed, were 
the cross, and crown of thorns, if countless millions 
. which he died to save are nevertheless to spend an 
endless eternity in such intense suffering that a sin- 
gle instant of it would be sufficient to extinguish 
life. Oh, what a God to create beings thus to suf- 
fer! Oh, what a redeemer to give his life to save 
the world and still allow rinety-nine hundredths of 
the human race to perpetually suffer indescribable 
agony! Oh, what a religion that teaches and enjoins 
such ineffable nonsense! Jt is not much to be 
regretted that the centuries which have passed have 
dimned the painting, so that it requires close study 
to trace its horrible outlines and concepticns. I saw 
a similar painting in St. Mark’s cathedral in Venice, 
and another in a church in Florence. The torments 
of heli have for centuries been the favorite picture 
with Christian propagandists, and thousands upon 
thousands of times has the false and horrible imagery 
been held up before unreasoning audiences to 
frighten them in subservience to priestly demands. 
I have been somewhat minute in describing the 
frescoes in the Sixtine chapel, because it is one 
of the most noted rooms in the palace of the Vati- 
can, and because those paintings have been looked 
upon, admired, and approved by thousands of peo- 
ple from many countries. In tbis room most ef the 
solemnitie3 at which the pope officiates in person are 
held. I shall pass over the other rooms more hur- 
riedly. A door leads from the Scala Regia to the 
Pauline Chapel in which are other frescoes by 
Michael Angelo, when advanced in years, The sub- 
jects are the conversion of Paul and the crucifixion 
of Peter, either of which possesses about the same 
reliability as the pictures already described. Other 
paintings and some statues are also in this room. 
This chapel is used on the first Sunday in Advent 
for the exposition of The Host when the faithful 
believe that the body of Jesus is virtually and abso- 
lutely present. On that occasion, as well as on Holy 
Thursday, it is brilliantly illuminated. 
It is the rooms styled Raphael’s “ Loggie,” and 
* Stanze," that attract the principal attention of 
those who admire artistic paintings. They are on 
the next floor above. These comprise several large 
vaulted rooms, lighted from the top, decorated with 
beautiful frescoes, moldings, and bas-reliefs, designed 
by Raphael and other distinguised artists of the 
sixteenth century. I will not stop to describe the 
numerous subjects of the elaborate frescoes, but will 
only remark that they combine pagan and Christian 
allegory and myths in about equal proportion, The 


It occupies a space 64 feet in width. On the |. 


| allegories and conceptions of the Greeks seem to 
serve a very good purpose in the decoration of the. 


walls of this Christian palace. These rooms are 
rich in artistic merit, being large and high, and cov- 
ered with the rich paintings which afford many sub- 
jects for study. Besides the frescoes, etc., there are 
in these rooms forty-five large and magnificent paint- 
ings by the best Italian artists, and richly framed, 
but as they are all religious subjects, embracing 
largely the different representations of the Virgin 
and her son, with many of the numerous saints, the 
confession and baptism of Constantine, I will not 
enumerate them. ‘These are largely copied by the 
painters of the day, who by special permission are 
allowed to do so; but the regulations are strict and 
imperative. Some seventy rules are printed and 
hung up for the guidance of painters, photographers, 
and sculptors who go there to make copies, and if 
infringed, the offending party is excluded from the 
rooms for two years. The paintings are regarded as 
of the highest order in Rome and in the world. 
Volumes have been written in descriptive praise of 
them and the several galleries in which they are 
contained, but I will not enlarge upon them. They 
are rich and artistic, but the subjects did not inter- 
est me. I-have seen so many Madonnas, so many 
little and big Jesuses, from the stable to the cross 
and in the clouds that the whole has become an old 
and exceedingly distasteful story. 

The long corridors and porches next to séme of 
courts through which visiters are permitted to pass 
are extremely rich with frescoes. In two or three 
[lingered some time studying these in the arches 
between the columns. Here again I eaw the same 
old Jewish-Chaldean fable about the creation fully 
represented in a series of fine paintings; first God is 
personified as a winged being flying over chaos, with- 
out form, and void; then he is separating light and 
darkness, then creating the earth, the sun, and moon, 
separating the water and dry land, creating vegeta- 
tion, the animal kingdom, and finally Adam, after- 
ward Eve, and her presentation to Adam. God looks 
like a benignant old patriarch ; and when he intro- 
duces Adam to his future wife he seems to be doing a 
very sensible thing, and Eve is so charming in appear- 
ance that Adam cannot be blamed for being pleased 
with his new companion; but when it is remembered 
that between this unsophisticated couple a race was 
to be begotten and brought into existence, countless 
trillions of whom are to be forever wretched, the 
extremely. great blunder of their creation ‘is most 
apparent: That infernal old snake is again brought 
forward, but this time he has a man’s head, which is 
a departure from the snakes usually shown as having 
caused all the mischief which made it necessary for 
a God to be put to death. The snake, as usual, has 
climbed a tree, and is making himself very busy at 
wheedling the young, inexperienced woman. His 
having a man’s head makes it seem more possible 
that he might talk, but the monstrosity of a snake’s 
body and a man’s head is too great to have the sem- 
blance of possibility. Of course the expulsion from 
Eden follows, with all the fabled incidents in Bible 
story, including the procession of animals marching 
into the aik, the waters covering the earth, the poor 
human and animal wretches drowning like rats, the 
egress from the ark on Mt. Ararat, the rainbow, No- 
ah’s sacrifice, the Tower of Babel, Abraham’s 
attempt to slay his son, when the angel substitutes 
the ram, and so on down through the careers of 
Moses, Joshua, Samuel, Saul, David, Solomon, 
Elijah, Elisha, Daniel, etc., and after these the prin- 
cipal events mentioned in the New Testament—the 
same old, old improbable story told over and over 
again. 

In passing along these rich and expensive porches, 
corridors, and colonnades are frequent doors lead- 
ing into magnificent rooms, and which are not 
opened to the public. On these, in gold letiers, are 
the names of the numerous popes who have occupied 
this palace, and the abbreviation, Pont. Mao., for 
the title of Pontifex Maximus, is always met with ; 
thus Pont. Max. Gregory XVI., Pont. Max. Pius 
VIL, Pont. Max. Leo XIL, Pont. Max. Pius IX., 
etc. This is an old Roman title for the emperors, 
and literally means the principal bridge builder, 
ponte being bridge, fex to make, maximus the great- 
est or chief. But simple though it be, and though 
of pagan origin, as is nearly all tbat Christianity 
possesses, one meets this abbreviation so often in 
passing through the Vatican, as well as many other 
places in Rome, that he becomes utterly tired and 
disgusted with it. . 

Far the larger portion of the galleries and muse- 
ums of the Vatican are in the northern portion of 
the-palace, entrance to which is only obtained by 
passing round bulky St. Peter's and making a long 
journey up to the entrance at the extreme ‘northern 
gate. It seems like a half mile walk to make the 
distance round this great church; and as I walked 
it aix different times, I had a pretty good chance to 
make a correct estimate of the distance. 

The eollection of statuary in the Vatican is the 
largest in the world. I was told that it comprises 
twenty thousand statues of all kinds, I was dis- 
posed to doubt the statement, but after I wandered 
through the many halls, corridors, saloons, galleries, 


'and chambers containing them, I was disposed to 
regard the statement as not much exaggerated. 
These statues cover a wide range, including Egyp- 
tian, Grecian, Roman, Etruscan, ancient art as well 
as largely of modern work, including all the dis- 
tinguished pagan gods and goddesses, emperors and 
rulers, heroes and warriors, statesmen and orators, 
poets and artists. 

The Jupiters, Junos, Neptunes, Minervas, Marses, 
Venuses, Cupids, Apollos, Cereses, Mercuries, Bac- 
chuses, Herculeses, the other gods, goddesses, graces, 
muses, satyrs, etc., etc., were almost without end, 
and the larger portion of them are the very highest 
productions of art. Many are colossal in proportions 
and of the finest polished marble, evincing the most 
exquisite workmanship. What a magnificent field 
for the study ard contemplation of what the art of 
man has accomplished in marble and bronze! 

Here are a large number of the statues found in 
the ruins of ancient Rome, many of which were exe- 
cuted in Greece twenty-five hundred years ago, and 
a much larger portion produced in ancient Italy, as 
well as in more modern times. Lions, horses, 
griffins, centaurs, wolves, dogs, and many other 
animals are also portrayed with great skill. It isnot 
worth while for me to attempt to give you a list of 
the statuary contained in the Vatican, but be assured 
the collection contains about all that is valuable in 
the line in the world. 

It seemed a little singular to see so many sculp- 
tures of the gods and fictions from pagan fables in 
this firat palace in Christendom, but it is doubtless 
far more pleasing to the average mind than to be 
always looking upon Madonnas, crucified gods and 
agonized saints and martyre. 

The collection of antiquities is very large and 
prorounced the most extensive in the world. The 
antiquities of Egypt are a very conspicuous portion. 
Here are sarcophaguses, cofins of wood and papy- 
rus, mummies, inscriptions on stone, terra cotta, and 
on papyrus, statues of the gods of Egypt, etc., etc. 

The collection of these antiquities was begun by 
Pope Julius IL, Leo X., Clement VIL, and Paul 
IIL, and was probably among the best acts of their 
lives. Here were preserved the Torso of Herculer, 
the Apollo Belvidere, and the Laocoon. Subsequent 
popes very sensibly added to the collection, until it 
is one of which the world may well be proud. Be- 
sides the statuaries there are an almost endless num- 
ber of vases, ancient works in terra cotta by various 
nations, highly ornamented in many cases, earthern- 
ware of many descriptions, lamps, bronzes, glass- 
ware, inscriptions, coins, jewelry, ornaments, tapis- 
try, and ten thousand other things I cannot recall, 
which I am quite sure you are glad of. Among the 
Egyptian antiquities were great numbers of their 
gods, including perhaps hundreds of figures, little 
and big, of Isis and Horus, the Egyptian Virgin and 
child from which the Christian Virgin and child 
were undoubtedly borrowed, so here right in this 
chiefest of Christian palaces are the very proofs 
which indelibly stamp their system a borrowed one, 
Its choicest dogmas and coneeptions were taken 
from the pagans whom they affect to despise. All 
these curiosities are distributed and stored through 
many long rooms and galleries, and I will leave you 
to imagine the greater share of their numbers, won- 
ders, and beauties. 

I was particularly interested in the Library. Its 
door was opened to me upon special application, and 
an attendant went with me through the entiré apart- 
ments, though he spoke English so indifferently that 
I could not understand him well. I entered into a 
series of continuous magnificent rooms with large 
openings between, I should judge a thousand feet in 
length. This view, bounded by frescoes, gilt, and 
magnificence may be more easily imagined than 
described. Twenty-four thousand of the books are 
in mavuseript, the collection of many centuries, and 
are in closed cases on the side of this long vista of 
one thousand feet. On one side are windows look- 
ing out upon a most beautiful ornamental garden 
filled with choicest flowers and rare plants, arranged 

with exquisite taste. In these, as in other grounds, 
were to be seen beautiful palm trees, orange and 
lemon trees in full bearing, accacias, and many rare 
plants. The attendant showed me many very costly 
presents in the way of books, rich vases, exquisitely 
executed articles of furniture which had been given 
by the different crowned heads of Europe who 
wished to secure the favor of the various popes. 
Among them was a large copy of the Missal, or 
book of Latin forms and ceremonies of Catholic 
worship, about twenty inches in length, twelve in 
width, and two and a half in thickness, and bound 
in the most expensive style with heavy gold clasps, 
corner pieces, and other ornamentation. The 
work was executed on parchment or vellum by 
hand and richly ornamented in the same way 
in the most exquisite manner, It is indeed à 
a marvel of neat and perfect workmanship. The 
letters, words, lines, pages, and the thousands of 
embellishments in various colors were as neatly ex- 
ecuted with a pen as the most artistic engraver 
could perform. I never saw anything in its line 
equal to it. The book must have cost the labor 
worth thousands of dollars, One of the tables 
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shown me is composed of thousands of pieces fitted 
together with remarkable skill, requiring the con- 
stant work of eight years to construct it. It isa 
wonder in its way. But I have seen so many prod- 
igies of artistic workmanship that I have often and 
again been overwhelmed with wonder and admira- 
ion. : 
At the extreme end of the long hall, or series of 
halle, was a magnificent stained window exhibiting 
the late Pius IX. in the most brilliant manner as 
large as life and twice as natural The light is so 
thrown upon the outside as to giv it a splendid ap- 
pearance. At the same end of the room are many 
cases Of what are called Christian antiquities, con- 
sisting of lamps, glasses, bottles, gems, statuettes, 
crucifixes, ornaments, trinkets, etc., taken from the 
Catacombs, which were deposited there with the dead 
in the early centuries. In the other end of the room 
are a great collection of pagan antiquities, The as- 
sortment of coins and medals are a museum in them- 
selves. 
. In what is called the Apartment Borgia are 
fifty thousand volames of printed books. This room 
is magnificently decorated with frescoes and alje- 
gorical paintings. But the finest room of all, and 
the richest, I think, I have seen anywhere, was a 
large room, connected with the library, some 200 
feet in length, 100 in width, and 50 in hight, arched 
overhead, and literally covered with lively and 
beautiful frescoes, gilt, and adornments of many 
kinds. The effect, upon being ushered into it, was 
almost overwhelming. Here were stored many of 
the rich presents made to various popes by different 
kings and emperors, whose names I do not retain. I 
can only say the whole is grandly magnificent,’ The 
library of manuscripts contain many very rare pro- 
ductions in numerous languages, but I will not 
detain you with a recitation of them. 

Perhaps I ought to mention the department in the 
Vatican for the manufacture of mosaics. Two long 
rooms are devoted to this species of art, which con- 
sists of making a species of earthenware containing 
some glass of all conceivable colors and shades. 
These are made into small pieces, and in making up 
& portrait the proper colors are selected and the 
Pieces fitted together with neatness and skill, and 
set in a kind of cement. It is a slow process, but 
the effect when once produced is permanent and 
does not fade like a painting. The 234 portraits in 

‘St. Pauls church were executed in the Vatican. 
Bat I will leave it without further attempt to give 
you a description of it. 

The palace of the Lateran will next claim a brief 
notice. The most that I saw of this edifice is the 
part which contains the museum—the lower front 
portion. It contains many ancient statues and bas- 
reliefs, antique marbles, and a pretty full collection 
of Egyptian and other antiquities, among which are 
over fifty sarcophaguses of various sizes and styles. 
The Grecian and Roman statuary are a feature in 
the museum. 

This was once the residence of the popes, before 
their removal to Avignon, and several church coun- 
cils were held there, but it is now comparatively unoc- 
cupied. It is far less extensive than the Vatican. I 
think I said something of it in a former letter. 


ceded by peacock’s feathers, and he intones, Zu es lso much of these things he almost ceases to be able 
sacerdos magnus, at the high altar. The cardinals|to duly appreciate them. 
kiss his feet and hands, and he embraces them with! The Palazzo Albani isa most beautiful place, on 
the osculum pacis, or kiss of peace. After this he| which a large amonnt of money has been lavished, 
is consecrated as bishop of Rome. Pius VIL ex-| and I must not fail to say something of it. It is 
pired in this palace. situated northeast of the city and without its limits, 
On September 20, 1870, the palace was taken pos-|but it is a very charming place, and perhaps it 
session of by the united Italian government as a| ought to be, for two millicns of dollars are said to 
residence for the king and the crown prince; so the | have been expended uponit. It was once the prop- 
large series of sumptuous rooms are now occupied, | erty of Cardinal Albani, and afterward of the queen 
except during the summer, by the dissipated Hum-|of Spain. The grounds cover fifteen or twenty acres, 
bertand his charming wife. They being stil at|laid ont with great taste and skill The carriage 
their summer residence not far from Milan,their|roads and main walks are bordered by large box 
palace is thrown open to the public. I will have to|trees, six feet high. The beds in the beautiful 
admit that they are the richest rooms I have yet|garden in front of the palace arelaid outin all con- 
seen. They are very large, and vaulted, aud the|ceivable attractive forms; these are for amall 
most beautiful frescoes adorn the ceilings and|flowers, and are bordered by the dwarf box, both 
magnificent paintings the walls. I was in what is kinds being trimmed with the utmost neatness. Y 
called the throne room, and saw the throne on|have hardly seen any grounds more exquisitely laid 
which Humbert sat when inaugurated king, and | out and decorated. 
which he occupies on extra state occasions. li is} The palace is fronted with long porticoes, all 
most magnificent. A great amount of gilt is seen | filled with beautiful statuary. In the continuation 
on the moldings, the trimmings, and ornamentation,|of the buildings are also more of the statuary 
eto. The chairs are also covered with gold, and up-|and other rich works of art, largely modern, with 
-holstered in the richest style. The queen’s recep-|considerable also of the ancient Roman produc- 
tion room is equally rich, and many others fall but|tion. Opposite the palace, and beyond the beauti- 
little short. When I realized that this extravagant | ful grounds mentioned, is another building, in which 
palace was erected and fitted up as a residence for|also are many statues, In the. upper rooms of the 
popes I mentally exclaimed: “How different this|palace are still other very beautiful statues and 
kind of accommodations from that which their|many fine paintings, But why weary you longer 
accepted God had to put up with when he ‘had not | with a description of these fine things? Just imag- 
where to lay his head.’ Verily the servants and fol- jine that everything is extremely rich, extremely 
lowers fare a thousandfold better than the master | artistic, and beautiful, ard I will pass on. The pal- 
whe experienced the lowest form of poverty.” 'The|aceis on high ground, and from the upper rooms 
query inevitably arose in my mind, “If God was|splendid views are obtained of the surrounding 
pleased that his dearly beloved son was compelled | country. I left the premises fully impressed that I 
to endure the stinging wants of poverty, how can jhad looked upon very beautiful works of art, equal- 
he who never changes at all so evolute as to delight | ly in sculpture, painting, and landscape gardening. 
in his Italian servants living in more grandeur and} It would not do for me to omit to mention my 
magnificence than half the kings and emperors of vel i the lovely place called me vun POUR ran 
the earth ?" i. To reach it a carriage is taken, and we grad- 
OTHER PALACES. end arise in à pineal Erde to Mentone Welt 
The Palazzo Borghese is one of the celebrated | of the city. On both sides the roadway is bordered 
picture galleries of the city, and contains a large with fine specimens of the aloe, or century plant, 
number of beautiful paintings and statuary. With | many of which blossomed this year. Some of them 
the connoisseurs of art it makes a great D Ait: oe iha tr s ose. A 
who the artist was who painted a picture. ith | mo and chur n op of Montorio, 
such the works of Raphael or Angelo, or some other |and the piazza in front commands one of the most 
distinguished artist, are about all they care to look | beautiful prospects in Rome. The whole city is 
at, and they will pass by unnoticed scores of paint-|8pread out below you like a panorama, and the en- 
ings by ordinary artists. They will nearly go into} ‘re surrounding country for nearly twenty miles 
raptures over the work of Raphael, and pereeive|!D every direction is also equally well displayed. 
in the touches of his brush what they caunot see|Here is what is called the Tempiootto, a small cir- 
in the efforts of others. It is not so with me. I|cular building with sixteen Doric columns, and it is 
think I know when a painting pleases me. I can|olaimed that it stands on the very spot where St, 
tell whether its figures are in pop Verus k EE e she prapa y Jat Re 
they occupy 2 natural position, and whether the aims whic e 
lights aide adows are eoru d marked ; I think | church sets up. i 
I can tell whether the painting is a work of ability | After feasting our eyes on the beauties spread out 
or a “mere daub ;” but it makes very aei e bns x Me E ee us 
ence to me whether it is executed by Angelo, entrance in e grounds of Villa Doria 
Raphael, Giotto, Gaetano, Rubens, Bobacti, Van Pamfili. I wil not say that these grounds are 
Dyke, John Smith, Tom Jones, vi any other man Ar Pac ipid gata for 
I have noticed the productions of many male and į t 1 ; but they are 
female artists who ad copied and were copying indeed very beautiful and the part laid out as a 
in the Various galleries. I have visited the master garden has had far more labor bestowed upon it 
pieces of great artists, and I have generally thought| than the same amount in any portion of Central 
the copy looked as well as the original, and many|Park. But the bulk of the three or four hundred 
times far better, because fresher. I look far more | acres 18 more of a natural park, and has less of art 
to the pictures for my pleasure than to the artist | abont it than our Central Park. . 
who executed them. On entering and following the carriage road 
Borghese is the family name of Pope Paul V., by which passes under a triumphal arch, it leads in a 
whom this palace was erected. Its arcaded court ix few minutes to the entrance of the Casino. On the 
surrounded by ninety-8ix oe pere gaum C aea end E E we 
he stairs are wide and splendid. The galleries na; , 3 5 
Sapte twelve rooms, well filled with the Sboioeet routh. The sea can also be seen in the west. The 
paintings, many of them hy Raphael, Savonarola, Casino is a building in which are several fine female 
Lippi, and others. statues, and a billiard room on the ground floor, and 
The Palazzo of Colonna is a Doric colonnade, ed eis ahd He hue in the corr 
has an allusion to one of the ancient distin- |above. most beauliful flower garden ir immedi- 
pner Roman families. It was built by orn in V. ced dien A c ba aes: io the Deb di ae 
. Here the cardinals met in con-|Here are five splendid rooms containing distin- j| 70 um , an , discovere 
Rive n ids dod of a pope, or rather here they|guished pictures by Muziano, Titian, Giorgione, o ene d beu pd Mr 
were locked up and kept so locked until they Mer ue ene It is a very pleasant place to pass au EEA aem ts s x dn f i aep rk a » gue 
come to an agreement as to which of them shou Sur EN de "P 2d. : | by Hercules, Death of the children of Niobe, eto. 
i Palazzo Corsini is another rather grand edi | Y , Le .ehik , 
be ihe e eee trot vit ie id ubi: by one of the old craters familier | The road by which the Gasino ag eee turns to 
bisho 8 “fifty cardinal priests, and fourteen cardinal around a court of good size. Here are ten rooms the left, skirting a ee rio ly a 2n 
pe The pope must be an Italian, which gives | of very fine pictures by distinguished Italian artists, RA n à e Sd. yu e IN are d Pi puse a- 
the im ression that God must have a strong par- į whose names I do not believe you care a straw to A of the gods, i fa Onlus us lus po ong 
` tialit itor that race of men, even as he is said to|hear. It is a fine retreat for a lover of fine art. to the Pe ch n id e Reale vir ae mee 
have tad for the Jews three thousand years ago.| The Capitol Museum I think I slightly mentioned m Rs HETAN E wF us yc m 4 eo 1 
The candidate for pope must not be less than fifty- |in a former letter. It is on the Capitoline Hill, and a e dd ud Wine d P ‘er m 
five years of age. lt requires the votes of two-|containsa very interesting collection of Roman sculp- | U Si o fias n E it m e dud de pis 
thirds of the cardinals to elect. France, Austria, and | tures and antiquities, which date on an average from | Ing a very g » a A : p 
Spain, are entitled to one vote each, which, however, ihe beginning o£ tho Cori Dae i TOS Pad [ese We pase along its banks to tho fountain which 
. i i É . Jn E . 
e Sea much good ; the Italians have it papier "i sueaaey aaa paintings, and prob- supplies E with Meer On T pone as it arua 
i ` i executed more firet-class productions than any|toward tbe entrance is a fine marbie monumen 
: h bis a Pate "de e ar who ever lived. Here xs colossal statues of | erected by Prince Doria in 1851 to the memory of 
s een si us lesión (is made known by a|great size, and many artistic representations In mar- the French who fell and were interred there. The 
the open air. Pih indows, by shouting the re-|ble of the old Grecian and Roman gods, with a| roadway is bordered by fine olive and other trees, 
Med upon When this is dons the new pope |large coliection of the antiquities found in the ruins no d ali — ee ae i un 
Te 4i i i ity. eautiful bowers and groves. ink in these 
, appears with the Ep ird S ut pie Oa e fhe Conr dto on the opposite -side of the|grounds by the side of the road ways and walks are 
he blesses the people for the : ; i imilar collection, with many paint- | fully one thousand century plants, They require 
next day a state service is held over the new pope | piazza contains a similar colle , yp littl ttenti d grow as easily as burdock 
jn St, Peters, He is borne on his papal throne, pre- ings, statuary, tapestry, eto, But when one has seen ' little or no attention and grow y as burdocks 


THE QUIRINAL. 


I will have more to say of the palace of the Quir- 
inal, situated on the largest of the hills of Rome in 
the southeastern portion of the city. It was built 
for a summer residence of the Popes from the health- 
iness of the location. It was begun in 1574 by 
Gregory XIII. The principal court is over six hun- 
dred feet long and surrounded by a portico on three 
of its sides. It contains choice paintings by the 
best artists, as well as frescoes, bas-reliefs, etc. The 
large garden in the rear was added by Urban VIIL, 
and contains a kind of musical fountain made of 
jets of water. The name is derived from the Quir- 
inus, or temple of Romulus, which once stood on 
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do with us. 


where. 


Among the interesting places visited is the little 
old monastery, cloister, and chapel where the poet 
I visited the library 
where he read, the room he occupied, saw the chairs 
he used, where he died, and the casket wherein he 
was deposited. The poor fellow, though possessed 
of one of the most brilliant minde, died insane, and 
I apprehend that. religion was somewhat the cause 


Tasso spent his last days. 


of it. 


A very life-like painting of the poet is on the 
wall of.his private room. Some three busts of him 
His remains are deposited in the 
chapel, and a slab in the wall bears an inscription of 
I do not know much 
of Tasso's poetry, but my impression is that he was 


are there also. 
his death and great qualities. 


a genial lovely man, and that he wrote poetry 
almost divine. 


Many distinguished men have lived in Rome, but 


none more justly distinguished than Goethe, who 
resided here forsome time. ‘The house he occupied 
is pointed out. 

I presume I have written you quite enough about 
the Eternal City, though I have not told you of every 
place I visited, nor did I tell you of all the places 
and palaces containing curiosities and objects 
worthy of attention; but I have seen enough, and 
I have wearied you enough. It has now got to be 
the eighth of the month. I have been here two 
weeks, and it is time for me to be off to Naples. 


Good-bye. D. M. B. 
e 


What is Thought? 


This is & question which from time to time has not only 
been discussed in these columns, but has engaged the atten- 
tion of great numbers of people. Our friend E. A. Chap- 
man undertakes on another page of this issue to describe 
what thought is, in contradistinction to the views of others 
who hav written for these columns. The subject is a very 
thoughtful one, and with all the thought that has been 
given it, it seems difficult for all to arrive at the same con- 
clusion. We agree with Mr. Chapman in many of the 
views he has advanced, but differ with him somewhat as to 
the nature of thought. Possibly it may not be amiss for us 
to ventilate our thoughts upon thought in the same issue 
with him. 

We agree with him that thought is not substance, any 
further than a motion of the hand is substance. A certain 
amount of eubstance or matter is used or utilized in the pro 
duction of thought, the same as with the motion of a mus- 
cle, but it is incorrect to eay either is substance. It takes 
substance to produce them, still they are not substance. 
Mr. Chapman saysithought is a condition or a manifestation 
of a condition, Furction is a better term. Thought is the 
function of the brain just the same as seeing is the function 
ef the eye. Some eyes see better than others, some brains 
think better than others; all is owing to the organiz tion for 
the function, some being more perfect than othe:s. 

Mr. Chapman says the universe is divided into two great 
classes, the porderable and imponderab!e, or “mind and 
matter,” and from the tenor of his remarks it appears that 
he holds mind to be an original element in the universe, 
comprising, as it would seem, a domain distinct from that 
of matter. We conceive mind or thought to be a product, 
not a simple, original existence. There is no proof that any 
mind or thought exists save that which is produced by the 
intricate organizations adapted to its production, In inor- 
ganic matter there is no organic life, no sensation, no intel- 
lect. As we advance from the condition of “crude mat- 
ter,” from non-crystallization to crystallizatior, and then on 
to organization in the vegetable world and then the ani 
mal world, from the simplest monad to tbe most fully 
developed mammal, from the jelly-fish up to man, 
we find the capabilities—sensation, moving, feeling, tast- 
ing, seeing, hearing, thinking—increasing precisely with the 
organiz tions producing them. All animals hay sensation, 
but in keeping with their organizations ; all hav thoughis, 
imperfect or perrect in proportion to the perfections of their 
organizations or apparatus for producing thought. The 
assertion may be repcaled that there is not the el'ghtest 
proof of the existence of thought save that which is pro- 
duced by thought-engendering organs. As hearing can only 
be performed by the ear, sceing by the eye, so thinking can 
only be performed by the brain and nerve appendages. 
There is a grand original fountain of hearing, à vast reser- 
voir of eyesight, just as much as there is of thought or 
mind. ‘These are all produced by organizations, and hav no 
other existence. When the organ‘zations cease to act, when 
life departs from them, these results are no longer pro. 
duced, 

Friend Chapman again says, “‘ No property of matter bas 
ever been found to control matter itself." To us this seems 
an incorrect proposition. Force is a property of matter, 
and force is the only power or element in existence that can 
control matter. In other worde, it may be said matter con- 
trols matter. for all the force that any one knows of isa 
concomitant or inherent property of matter. There is no 
force without matter, and no matter without force. They 
do not exist independently, and are not found widely sepa- 
rated. Matter is never dead, inert, or lifeless, but only rel- 
ativly so. It always has Within it latent and inherent force 
and life. When brought to the proper degree of organiza- 
tion, thought or mind is produced, and not before. 


They make a fine border for roads, and 
_ when they blossom, as several do every year, the 
odor is lovely and the appearance beautiful. Seores 
of earriages visit these grounds every pleasant day, 
&nd a pleasanter drive can hardly be found any- 


The statement that “the element controling must be of herrace. She was unfaltering in her devotion to free- 
superior to the element controled " is of a doubt‘ul correct- dom, and spent more years in philanthropic work than one 
ness, A train of cars may contain articles of intricate mar- in many millions is able to perform. In qualities of both 
ufacture as well as hundreds of human beings.. The fuel head and heart she was au honor to her sex and to her race. 
and water are the elements which control or impel.that She reached the advanced age of nearly ninety years. 
train, but is it true that they are superior to the freight with | Karl Heinzen was an able German Freethinker, and for 
which the cars are loaded ? Ia it any more true that ' the J many. years editor of the Pioneer in Boston, He labored 
within these bodies which reasons and thinks is the real or- | faithfully to free hia fellow-beinga from the fettera of error 
ganized and only individual:zed entity?” Is it not the body, | and superstition, and maintained a persistent warfare against 
including the brain and nerve system, sustained by the digest- | the fallacious dogmas of theology. He was a foe to con- 
iv and circulatory system, that reasons and thinks? There is | servatism and hypocrisy, and wished above all things, 
no ‘' individualized entity " aside from the organization, or to see truth reign on the earth. He reached the age of 
at least we hav no proof of any. The individuality de-|seventy-one years, thirty of which were passed ia the 
pends wholly upon the organization, and always conforms | United States. 
to or keeps pace with the organization. There is no fact] . . . : 
better proved than this. Individuals differ just as organi-| IN Taz TRUTH SEEKER of Nov, 20:8 appeared a short 
Z ions differ, and no farther. It takes an organiza'ion to srlicle of twenty-five lines, entitled, “Agnostic,” written by 
constitute an individual. . Wm. H. Spencer, and which originally nisus in the Fre 

i ie mind: int is anui [Religious Indes, We were not aware of this latter fact when 
e a ee eee "aque o vé Pulshed T. It was eet in by a ind With others 
result of the body or physical organizition and nothing | Sections, and it found place ia our columns without our 
more. Every animal has some mind—some far more than | E20 Wing it had graced a Boston contemporary. We do n t 


ee : T n d ; | mean to purposely use anything that has appeared in those 
others—but always in keeping with the physical organi columns without giving due credit. 


zation. We may hav a dual existence. This may be our 
rudimenta] or primary state, after which the ultimate ; but - 
so long a8 we see, We must hav an appara!us to see with ; so Acknowledgments. 


long as we think, we must hav &n apparatus to think with. 
If we maintain our individuality after this crude body is : 
lifeless and decomposed we must hav another organ zition, | $P2nced to our call for material aid. They hav thereby ren. 
which among the organs for other purposes must hav a brain | dered us essentia! service and endeared themsclvs in our 
to do the thinking. Without it we cannot think. nor main. | esteem. Long may we jog along together in the pathway 
tain a conscious individuslity. If spirits exist they hay, truth and fraternal regard in which we all delight to 
real bodies, eyer, and brains, even as we hav here—incon. | Walk. We hope other friends will also remember ug and 
ceivably more subtil, perhape, but still real, physical orgac- | that urgent needs attend us. We hope those who are now 
zations. These finer organ‘zitions may be developed dur. | readers of Taz TRUTH REEKER will contizue to be so, and 
ing our cruder life, and be ready to set up an independent | that each one will willingly and promptly pay up for the 


individuality when the cruder becomes dead and worthless, | time it has been sent to bim. Every number issued and 


If, however, this is 89, it would be well had we more posi. | Sent out costs money, and it is only reasonable and honor. 
tiv proof of it. At all events this pcsition may be atoutly | able that each recipient should be willing to help to pay the 


maintained, that so long as we think, we will require an | bills. -Let it be remembered there is no better way to dissem- 
apparatus to think with. inate the truths of Liberalism than by the wide circulation 

As water, by the combustion of fuel, is correlated into a | Of Liberal papers, and every lover of the truths that Liberal- 
force to drive the engine, to turn heavy machinery, and haul ism teaches should -be willing to help support and extend 
heavy trains of cars, so the meat and -bread taken into tho | the good-work, Apathy and ind.ffcrence to the growth of 
stomach are by the digestiv and assimilativ organs, through | truth are mischievous elements which Liberals ought to 
the offices of the brain and nerve-system, made to produce |S2U2- Millions of dollars hav been expended by our oppc. 
thoughts; as steam cannot be generated without the com. | 79218 im planting the seeds of superstition and error, and 
bustion of fuel, so muscular action and brain action or we must not expect them to be uprooted without its costing 
thought cannot be generated withont a due consumption of | è little. As friends of truth and reason, we ought all be 


food, Something cannot come from nothing, and neither Willing to make some sacrifices, some contributions, to that 
can motion or thought. cause which we know will benefit the human race, 


Our friend's theories and assumptions about '*thought- Another word relativ to obtaining new subscribers, This 


waves,” the electiic batteries of the brain, talking without | #8 the time of year for an eting this good work. If the 
organs, etc., may be very correct, but unfortunately they | ‘Tiends of Tug Trorm SEEKER will act in unison in this 
are not sufficiently demonstrated to be universally accepted, | «£71! great gocd will be accomplished. There is scarcely a 
There ie, it is true, much in the universe that is subti), |Te#der of Tex Trova SEEKER but what can obtain a new 
ethereal, impalpable, and universal, but that does not prove | *Ubscriber if he will only set himself about it, Some can 
all questionable theories to be realities. We can do no bet- obtain three, some five, and some ten. Will not every friend 
ter than be willing to accept tha facts as fast as they are | Ake the ff rt? The cffers made in our last ‘are sufficient 
proven, aud to not allow old-standing prejudices to prevent to induce every earnest Liberal to make some exertion in that 
the itfiux of demonstrated truth. direction, Let those who hav been borrowing the paper 

IL la aes and reading it without payiug, resolve that for 1881 they will 

ay what it is worth and not ** sponge" an : 
The Passion Play. ed Paste Iongan and let 


every reader resolve that he will send in thé name of a new 
Mr. Henry Abbey, manager of two theaters in this city, subscriber, 


' Many thanks to the kind friends who hav so promptly re- 


If every Liberal would do his duty toward the 

had determined to place this drama upon the stage of distemination of Radical publications, all the Liberal journals 

Booth'stheater. At the announcement of this determina. | 0f the country would flourish, and the eyes of additional 

tion, the clergy and adberents of the churches became | thousands might be opened. Remember that to every new 

greatly arouscd, and strongly opposed the movement,  Ag|Pübscriber for Vo). VIIL for 1881, six numbers of the present 

an indication of their remaining strength it is to be con- | Year will also be sent. We wish to do our part in spreading 

feased that Mr. Abbey has yielded to their prejudices and | truth broadcast over the land if the lovers of truth will only 

decided to not place it upon the stage. For this he is de. |8id us. . Will you doit? 

nounced as lacking in courage and independence, and Neat ee ae ee 

succumbirg to ecclesiastical powers. After the play has Liberal Libraries. 

for centuries been enacted in thousands of pulpits, and even ; ; ; Ae 

torn in shreds and tatterr, it would seem that an improved We nu st every reader will notice sister Eimina’s remarka 
upon this subject. It is of the first importance, and should 


version might be allowed to be placed upon the stage, i 
though like most other plsys it is founded on an imaginary notescaps the attention of any one. We hav had the sub- 
ject in mind with a view of placing it before the readers of 


basis. . The author, Mr. Morse, announces that he will giv : I 1 N 
a public reading of it and leave his audierces to judge ot its Tue TRUTH SEEKER for their consideration. The season 
of the year for long evenings has come again, and it is a 


merits and propriety. "The opposition it has met with will |° ‘2°. : 
probably increase its popularity, good time to take the subject of libraries into consideration 
and to act with promptness. : C 
< j Every town and village shculd hav a library; yes, be 
Three Earnest Workers Passed Away. -| eral library. 'The great peculiarity that maka the angie 
Absence from home must be the excuse for timely mention | Saxon race superior to many others is its fondness for read- 
not being made in these columns of the recent death of three | ing. . R2ading increases knowledge and the power of think- 
distinguished and long-lived laborers in the cause of relig- | ing correctly. A family or a community that spends its 
ious truth and human welfare, to wit., Mrs. Lydia Maria | time in reading useful books will inevitably grow wiser and 
Child, Mrs Lucretia Mott, and Carl Heinzon, all of whom| better. It will be far less liable to run into habits of idle 
went to their rest within the past few weeks, ] gossip and scandal than those who read but little. The 
Few women of any age hav done more valuable service in | cultivation of a teste for reading greatly increases the enjoy- 
the cause of truth and real progress than did Mrs. Child, | ments of life, and makes us better and more useful and 
None hav more effectually protrayed the errors and super. | happier men and women. 
stitions of past ages; none hav given a more trathful record| In every community where there are half a dozen or more 
of the struggles and advances of the human ‘mind in its | Liberale, whether Materislists or Spiritualists, a Liberal 
search after religious truth: Her ‘‘ Progress of Religious | library should be started this very winter, If not more 
Ideas" will stand as‘ lasting monument of her research and | than twenty dollara’ worth of books are purchased the first 
eminent ability. Her several other works also rank high in | year, let the beginning be made, They will serve as a 
literary merit. She was born Feb. 11, 1802, and was conse- | nucleus around which more may gather from year to year; 
quently seventy-eight on her last birthday, and the same will serve as à bond of union to unite kin- 
Mrs. Lucretia Mott, though not an authoress, was &|dred. spirits together. Even where there are no Liberal 
woman of excellent mind, strong common sense, and great | Leagues there may be a Liberal library, and where there ia 
kindness of beart. Her long life was devoted to the work |a Liberal League there should assuredly be one. A small 
of improving the condition of her fellow-beings, and | contribution from several persons will afford a fund sufi- 
assisting the oppressed and down-trodden. She was a|cient to begin with, and which can be increased from time 
member of the Radical wing of the Friends, and had little | to time, Just as Elmina says they did in Snowville, Her 
or no belief in theological dogmas, She was for nearly | remarks are eminently practical, and there is hardly a little 
half a century a preacher in her society, and her} Village in the country but what could do as well as Snow» 
voice was again and again heard in defense of the enslaved | Ville has done if the same earnestuess and good Benge arg 
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exercised. All that ig necessary is to make a good begin- 
ning and pursue the matter consistently. 


Ot course every library should contain Liberal books, but 


not exclusivly so. Scientific, philosophical, historical, and 
poetical works, with a good selection of works of romance, 
should be secured so far as fuuds will permit. ‘‘ The Truth 
Seeker Library,” and other TRUTA SEEEKER publications, 
should not be omitted, and by having miscellaneous books 


miscellaneous readers may be secured, until ultimately a 


Liberal Library Association will be established. 


In this connection it mey be stated that we are prepared 
to furnish books of all kinds published in this country or in 
Europe at quite as reasonable prices as any house in the 
country. When in London we made arrangements with 
Trubner & Co., the Freethought Publishing Company, 
Watts & Co., and Edward Truelove to sell their works, and 
as we keep in stock J. P. Mendum’s and Colby & Rich’s 
publications, we can supply all the works libraries may 
want, and when bought in reasonable quantities for libra- 
We will at all times 
cheerfully correspond with those wishing to start libraries, 
We will be glad at 
the end of the next three months to be able to report one 
Shall we hav 


ries we will sell at wholesale prices. 
aud will giv the best possible prices. 


hundred new Liberal libraries in existence. 
that pleasure ? 
-eo 


Qar Liberal Exchanges. 


We notice that the Mirror of Progress, of Kansas City, 
has dropped the Mirror and become simply Progress. We 
perceive also that Dr, A J. Clark, of Indianapolis, an ear- 
nest worker, bas become connected with Col. E, P. West in 
the conduct of it, and it would seem it really ought to pro- 


gress. 


Mr. A. J. McClure withdraws from the Infidel, published at 
Allegany in the western part of this state, and it is inti- 


mated that some change will be made in its name, etc. 


Bring hither to me Agag, the king of Amalec. And Agag 
was presented to him very fat, and trembling. And Agag 
said, Do the bitter death separate in this manner ?" Read 
in juxtaposition the sentence where the two words appear 
in the print: '*He, the innocent Son ef God, in whom sin 
and death had no part, drank to the very dregs all the bitter- 


ness of bitter death." What terrible degradation for the 
Lord that his by anticipation spokesman should hav to be a 


moral wretch, fearing death—and fat! But lo! did not 


Father Gallwey know of the existence of the following 
verse of the 1 Kings xv? Can it by any possibility 
hav ercaped his eyes? And i? not, how has he dared 
to write one word more in praise of the prince and his 
august mother ? Father Gallwey must hav known of the 
existence of these words (1 Kings xv, 33): “And Samuel 
said, As thy sword hath made women childless, so shall thy 
mother be childless among women. And Bamuel hewed 
Did not Prince 
Napoleon go to Zululand in order to kill—to make women 
childless? Was his mother not the wife of his father, and 
was it not due to her influence that the Franco-German war 
—her war (ma guerre)—was 80 rashly provoked and under- 
taken ? Finally, did that cruel bloodshed not also make 


him in pieces before the Lord in Gilgal.” 


numberless women childless ? 


Further on, speaking of *' Prince Louis,” Father Gallwey 
says: ‘‘ But of him the holy spirit of God prononnces : 


Final Reply to G. W. Chapman, M.D. 


To THE EDITOR oF Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Under 
date of October 6th, in THE TRUTH SEEKER of November 
6th, addressed to me, this writer continues what he seems 
to think a wonderful question, viz , ‘‘Can there be a first 
without a second, and can there be a second cause for the 
same thing?" 

This mere quibbler, not being satisfled with my detailed 
explanation of a first cause, in Tez TRUTH SEEKER of 
September 4th, perhaps will better understand this short 
reply: 

That there must be, by necessity—as an axiom—a first, or 
Starting, cause for everything, whether asa primal act of 
mental] or physical force, as the excitation, to effect & result 
from the primal, inducing first cause. To such force suc- 
ceeds, also, by necessity, any number of secondary causes, 
which are directly engaged in and make up the number 
and proportion of materials necessary for every heteroge- 
neous compound, or other complicated phenomena, de- 
signed by the first cause. — : 

Example. The first cause for every voluntary act of our 
bodies is an invention or purpose of our minds; then suc- 
ceed many secondary causes through brain, nerves, and 
muscles, exclusively incited by the first cause, by which our 
bodily machines are forced into varied motions for manipu- 
lating other matter, which has to yield to such secondary 


‘They are at peace.’ ‘To the unwise they seem to die; 
but they are at peace. And though in the sight of men 
they suffered torments, their hope is full of immortality. 
Afflicted in few things, in many they shall be well rewarded, 
because God hath tried and found them worthy of himself, 
As gold in the furnace he hath proved them, and as a vic- 
tim of a holocaust he hath received them’ (Wisdom ili, 2-6). ” 
And himself, astonished at and perhaps ashamed of the 
enormity of this unbidden prophecy, exclaims, ** My breth- 
ren, perchance somo one will chide my words as rash and 
presumptuous, and say lam forgetting the discretion and 


forces to effect the desired result, or behests of our minds, 
as the first cause, 

So you must see, now, the fallacy of your question, nolens 
volens, that there must be not only a first, but many second- 
ary causes, for every result, the first being the primary cause 
always. Every cause has its effect, and that effect becomes 
a cause to à succeeding effect, etc. Cras, E TOWNBSEND. 

Locust Valley, N. Y., Nov. 24, 1880. 


—Ó————— M M————— 


Is Christianity on the Decline? 


The Rev. Mr. Parkhurst, the pastor of the Madison 
Square Presbyterian churcb, rather surprised his wealthy 
and comfortable congregation last Sunday by declaring in 
the course of his sermon that the admission of new members 


The last named makes the announcement that the Liberal, 
of Lamar, Mo., has discontinued. We are sorry if this is so, 
as it is an indication that the support of the new Liberal 
candidates is not commensurate with the expense of issu- 
ing them, Though it costs far more to run a Liberal paper 
1han many apprehend, it is desirable to see them successful 


sincerity of a minister of Christ to speak the flattering 
phrases of a courtier.” Yes, somebody does chide him now, 
and probably something did chide him then, for not un- 
likely he had just read the end of that very third chapter of 
the Book of Wisdom of which he had so rashly applied the 


where they hav the enterprise and energy to make the 
struggle sgainst the forces of supernaturalism and false- 
May the time never come when the Liberals of. 
America will be indifferent to the success of their organs, 
and may the publishers of works exhibiting popular falla- 
cies never be left to feel that the cold shoulder of the lovers 
Let us all stand 
shoulder to shoulder, and valorously keep up the contest 


hood. 


of mental freedom is turned toward them. 


with the minions of darkness so long as life continues, 
i 


An English Jesuit in the Seat cf Truth. 


When the son of Napoleon the Lesser died, funeral ser- 
mons were preached in England in the churches of almost 
Several of these were 
afterward printed, and among them the ‘‘ Funeral Words 
Spoken in the Church of the Immaculate Conception, Farm 
&.reet, by Father Gallwey, S. J.," and dedicated ‘To the 
memory of H. I. H. Prince Louis Napoleon.” I purpose to 
criticise these funcral words, not so much for their integral 


all existing religious denominations. 


worth, which is small indeed, as for the fact that they show, 


first, to what length the ministers of a so-called prince of 
pesce carry in our enlightencd century tbe banner of un- 
righteous war on high; secondly, that theirs (the priests’) is 
slavish flattery; and, thirdly, that to serve their purpose 


they belie their own accepted tenets. 


To those who hav read the ‘‘ Provinciales " of Pasca!, and 
similar woiks; to those who hav followed the discussion 
raised lately in the French Chamber of Deputies ; and even 
more £0 to these who hav received their primary and inter- 
mediary education in a college of Jesuits, my work may 
teem uceless; for, in the eyes of the congregation to which 
our orator belongs, does not the end justify the means? 
And is this not a ready reply to all unanswerable or adverse 
comment? But we may dismiss the person of Father Gall- 
wey from cur mind in regard to the peculiar teachings of 
his society, and consider only the printed funeral words as 


once delivered by a Catholic, Apostolic, Roman priest. 


The exposition is composed of the scriptural relation of 
the Nain resurrection (St, Luke vii, 12-15). Then comes a 


rhapsodical outpouring of the ordinary pulpit vagueness, 


where, among other things, it is asserted that God “had the 
ma'z»fleld of Africa and the mourning chamber in Kent as 


much before his all-seing eye as the gates of that town in 
Galilee. And for the wounded body of the young prince, 
and the crushed spirit of his bereaved and august mother, 
the divine heart was planning as much as for the dead who 
lay upon the bier and the widowed mourner who followed 
it,’ From an ethical point of view, how beautiful is the 
conception of that God who, with his *' g]l-seeing eye,” 
beholds all the miseries to which the human race will be 
subjected; who is omnipotent ; who can prevent these 


things from happening, and yet, although condescending 


sometimes (as in the case of Nain) to work a miracle for the 
mere sake of displaying his power, does not raise himself 
to the level of poor human kindness, which would prevent 
all evil if it had the power, but allows, and in allowing of 
course condemns, his creatures to suffer unutterable suffer- 
ings! How beautiful | if not, how horrid! Is it necessary 
for me to point out the ecientific absurdity of the '' divine 
heart planning ?" 

Asa matter of fact, I am rather skeptical about quota- 
tions, and invariably verify them at their very source (in 
the present instance the Douay translation of the Vulgate 
for the Old Testament, and that of Rheims for the New 
Testament). In this process of verification we meet with the 
words, '' bitter death,” and are referred to 1 Kings xv, 83 
(1 Samuel), where we read ; * And Samuel said [to Saul], 


age shall be without honor. And if they die quickly, they 
shall hav no hope nor speech of comfort in the day of trial. 
For dreadful are the ends of a wicked race." 

In Mat. xxvi, 52, wé read, ‘f All that take the sword shall 


he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich 
man, which had a steward; and the same was accused unto 
him that he had wasted his goods, And he called him, and 
said unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? Giv an 
account of thy stewardship ; for thou mayest be no longer 
steward.” {can scarcely believe that these words were in 
reality intended by the preacher to hav the meauing which 
their reference to the Bible undoubtedly givs them. 

More astonishing still are the constructions put on the 
prayer discovered penned by his own hand, carefully studied, 
and apparently much used, which prayer is said to be edifying 
and beautiful, and to contain this sentence,‘ My God, teach 
me ever to understand which way my duties lie, and help 
me to fulfil them.” According to our orator, God heard this 
prayer and granted the request. So the same God who 
through the mouth of Christ had said, ** Do unto others as 
you would that they should do unto you," taught the prince 
as a matter of duty to slaughter his less favored brethren of 
South Africa. Happily for his reputation, God seems to 
hav repented of his inconscquence, and did not help Prince 
Louis to fulfil his bloody ‘‘ duty." 

Pressed for space, I am compelled to restrict my conclud- 
ing remarks. Yet one more brief quotation must be made, 
In the aforesaid prayer the young Louis Napoleon expresses 
a hope that he would not forget those who were gone by, 
because, he adds, ** What a bitter thought it were to harbor 
that time had a right to wipe out the memory of those that 
were !” Read this in connection with the recent disclosures 
made by Granier de Cassagnac, and see what profound 
hypocrisy the priest who lauds him for thus writing must 
make use of. Why,it was the idea that all the crimes he 
was going to commit, for the sake of fame, might yet leave 
his name obscure that made him thus cry out in selfish (not 
generous, Father Gallwey) anguish. When hls mother en- 
deavored to dissuade him from going to the nefarious Zalu- 
land, the prince overruled her objections by saying that he 
was tired of worldly idleness, and craved ‘‘te be useful.” 
So,/when all the roads of knowledge and science offered 
him a noble field of usefulness, he chose human destruction 
as his work ; and this was the hight of his conception—as 
much of usefulness as of duty—as I hav already shown. 

I contend that my first two proposition hav heen proved, 
As to the third one—7. ¢., that to serve their ends the priests 
belie their own accepted tenets—I hope that the biblical 
texts I hav, in the earlier part of this paper, placed in jux- 
taposition will convince every intelligent reader of the 
truth of my statement, 

If Father Gallwey should think any portion of hls sermon 
misinterpreted, I shall be glad to consider any correction or 
defense he may desire to make, RoGER DE Gory, .. 


OO — 
I am heartily pleased with “John’s Way." 
F 2m T. TI. THOMAS, 


beginning to the son of Napoleon the Little. This is what 
we read in Wisdom iii, 17-19: “And if they [the wicked] 
liv long, they shall be nothing regarded, and their last old 


perish with the sword.” The knowledge of this passage was 
most likely that which induced the prince to make his tes- 
tament in such a '' far-seeing way of coming evil." But this 
plain explanation does not suit father Gallwey. No, to him 
an angel has been sent, warning him that ''he would be 
steward no longer" (8t. Luke xvi, 2). And in his eagerness 
to sanctify the object of his laudation he unwittingly sub- 
jects the prince to the moat bitter satire ; for here are the 
two verses of Luke to which Father Gallwey refers—‘‘And 


to the whole body of Presbyterian churches in the country 
during the last twelve months amounted on the average to 
only one person to each church. Judging from statistics in 
his possession, he was of the opinion that the membership 
of the denomination had declined rather than increased 
within the year. 

This prominent clorgyman said he could not speak with 
as much certainty concerning denominations like the Meth- 
odist, Baptist, and Dutch Reformed, though he believed the 
facts on the point in question were about the ssme with 
them as With the Presbyterians. He knew such to be the 
case With the Congregational churches of New England, 
and he gave details in regard to the churches of that class in 
Hartford and New Haven, where Congregationalism ig 
largely in the arcendant, and is commonly supposed to be 
in a highly flourishing state. He showed that in both those 
cities, where rise the glittering spires of many costly tem- 
ples dedicated to the creed of Brewster and Davenport, the 
admissions of new members to the churches of that faith 
within the year hardly gave an average of one person to 
each congregation, while on account of deaths and removals 
the net total of members had diminished, 

A couple of weeks since a Protestant clergyman from 
Belgium occupied the pulpit of the Rav. Dr. Crosby. He 
had crossed the ocean to attend the Pan-Presbyterian Coun- 
cil at Philadelphia. His address was upon the condition of 
Protestantism in Europe generally, and more particularly in 
Belgium. He seemed to be well informed upon the subject, 
and was evidently a learned, thoughtful, and candid man. 
He gave it as his opinion that Chrissianity on the continent, 
whether Catholic or Protestant, was honeycombed all the 
way through with rationalism and other forms of skepti- 
cism. He says that, as a general rule, it is only the unedu- 
cated classes that hold fast to those leading facts in Chris- 
tianity which are accepted as truths by Catholics and Prot- 
estants alike, and that the more learned and cultivated 
portion of the people seem to be gradually swinging loose 
from the old doctrins. He made the significant statement 
that though in his Judgment it was evident that the Liberal 
party in European politics is bresking away from the ancient 
church, its leaders and its rank and file do not stop at Prot- 
estantism, but go clear over to disbelief in any form of 
Christianity. : 

These utterances of prominent orthodox divines as to the 
present condition and apparent tendencies of Christianity in 
this country and on the continent of Europe are worthy of 
the grave consideration of the clergy of all denominations, 
—N. Y, Sun. 


The Priest and the Devil 


Are like opposit sides of the same coin, obverse and reverse, 
heads and tails. They are of the same partnership firm. 
The priest puts on vestments and plays the devil. The 
devil “gets religion" and, appearing as a priest, has great 
license to do as he pleases. Say but one word disrespectful 
of the devil and his indignant partner, the priest, frowns at 
you and defends his friend. 

The church and penitentiary, like priest and devil, are 
near together. Church members fill the penitentiary and 
convicts get religion and help fill the church. . As to char- 
acter, comparisons may be odious, but I prefer the devil's. 
The priest exhorts, prays, sings, kneels, looks upward, etc., 
and in church is good; but he so often plays the devil out 
of church and lands in the penitentiary. (See official 
records). In the latter case he always lays the blame on his 
friend and says the devil misled him.” The devil was never 
known to act so mean as to lay his own faults on his friend’, 
shoulders, F. J, EMARY, 


She ruth Seeker, December X, 1880. 
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Another Report of the Chicago Congress. 


Curcago, Nov. 17, 1880. 

FRIEND LELAND: I attended the Conference of Liberals 
atthe Grand Pacific on Monday night. I do not know if 
you had a reporter present, and so I will send you a few 
notes of it, from which you can make up an article if you 
see fit. 

I was not present during the afternoon session, supposing, 
of course, that I wculd not be admitted, and so cannot 
report that session from actual knowledge. I will, how- 
ever, giv you wkat I heard. 

A reverend clergyman was elected Chairman. Spencer 
(our pet) made a long-winded speech, cpposed to the asser, 
tion of any radical ideas, and advocated leaving the plat. 
form in such a shape that all Christians could join hands 
with them in their work. After he was through he was 
taken to task and declared out of order by Mr. Underwood 
for making such a long sneech. 

Spencer was a Committee on Credentials. After his 
report, and all had been accepted, a Chicago man by the 
name of Reynolds arose to speak. He was sat down upon 
by the Chairman, and declared not entitled to take part, 
although he beld a ticket which Spencer had passed upon. 

Mr, Denslow and others were appointed a committee to 
Teport a platform. 

I went there in the evening, aud bad no difficulty in gain- 
jing admission, as the room was open to all visitors. As 
soon as they came to order, Col. Bundy offered a resolution 
that all speakers be limited to five minutes, and only be 
allowed to epe: k once on any question. 

Reubsn Daily was to'ally opposed to the idea. He 
wanted no gag.law. They had met to discuss these ques- 
tions, and they wanted time todo it. ''What are you afraid 
of? I protest aga'nst the whole thing." Bundy, seeing 
that no one defended his motion, withdrew it. It was after- 
ward made ten minutes. 

Denslow then read his report. I am reporting from 
memory, and although the words may not be correct, you 
may rely on the facts. You will see the report, of course, 
in print, as amended. It speaks of drafting an address to 
the country, which shall recommend itself to all men re- 
gardless of race, color, condition, creed, ete. Nothing 
about woman or sex. 

A. J. Grover wanted it amended 82 as to recognize 
woman, He was an out-and-out woman suffragist. Some- 
body ssid they did not want side issues. It was finally 
amended to read ‘‘all persons,” though Grover still insisted 
they should mention women unequivocally. 

The incident shows that the framers had not the slightest 
thought of including woman in the call. Bo far as I know, 
there were no women delegates. Three or four women 
came as spectators in the evening. - 

Tben Reuben Daily took up the report and declared he 
could see nothing in it. It was barren of issues. He had 
left his business—urgent businesse—to come to this Confer- 
ence, hoping to find something to fill his soul with joy, but 
now be would havto go forth again an hungered. 1t would 
fall flat upon the country and be an abortion from the start. 
He would not oppose it, and would vote for it, because, 
while it would do no good, it could certainly do no harm, 
No one attempted to reply to him. 

Bomebody called on Denslow to explain how they in- 
tended to operate underthis call. Denslow then went on to 
explain the points of his report. His remarks had so little 
of point in them that I cannot fasten upon any of them. 

The principal idea in it, and ,one which he stated dis- 
tinctly, was tbat the whole platform had been left open to 
‘be decided upon in the future, because they were not certain 
just what measures Mr. Ingersoll! wasin favor of. It had 
been left open so they might consult with him in the 
future. 

Reuben Daily wanted this thing decided here and now. 
He was fighting this battle alone, and this attempt to over. 
slaugh him with a great name was cowardly, and he pro- 
tested against it. If Mr. Ingersoll was interested in this 
movement, why is he not here to-night to see to it? He had 
sent no reason for his absence, and it had not been ex. 
plained. He wanted this matter settled now and here— 
‘wanted a broad platform sent out to the world with as much 
Liberalism ín it as possible. 

B F. Underwood spoke next. He protested against Mr. 
Daily’s idea of making Liberalism a feature of the plat- 
form. They wanted to unite everybody, and they had no 
more right to insist on making Liberalism a feature of the 
Platform than would their Christian friends who might join 
‘them in insisting on having plank to distinctly define hell- 
füre literally, . 

Mr, Daily, in reply, demanded to know where they got 
their idea of secularization if it was not from Liberalism. 
They never got it, and would never get it, from the church. 
The very idea of secularization in the platform was Liberal- 
ism. £ 
And so tho talk went on. Ingersoll, their head-center, 
‘being absent, they were allat sea. No one could account 
for his absence. 

Green said he had been in frequent correspondence with 
Him since the Chicago Convention, and he had spoken hope- 
fully of this movement, but the last letter he had, just be- 
fore leaving home, had said possibly he might not be 
present, but gave no resson. 

Mr. Chainey said he had spent a week with Mr. Ingersoll 
since that convention, and on leaving him he had said, '*1 
will be with you again at the Chicago Conference,” He 
could giv no reason to account for his &b:ence, It occurred 
to me that possibly Ingersoll has concluded that he may be 
Appointed in Garfield's Cabinet, and therefore he must do 


as little as possible to embarrass his friend, Mr. Garfield. So {the rear? If cabinet positions are in prospect and are the 


he lets this Conference—of his own creation—go by the 
board. This thought received confirmation in the Evening 
Journal of Chicago. It ig one of the stalwart Republican 
kind, and most religiously orthedox. In its editorial col- 
umns last night it made up acabinet for Garfield, and at 
the end was R. G Ingersoll for Attorney-General. I hav 
also (as no doubt you hav) seen it suggested by other 
papers, s 

Green stated the expense he had been at, and a collection 
was taken up to defray it. 

In the course of his remarks he said the hall cost them 
nothing. It was a large parlor in the Grand Pacific. 

The collection seemed to be a good one. I saw Spencer 
put ina "V." Bundy was Treasurer. From this fact (a 
free parlor in the Grand Pacific), I fee] more than ever con- 
vinced that Ingersoll is guided in hig movements by a desire 
to help the R-publican party; and as he cannot lead the 
Liberals into it, he is trying to keep them from hurting it. 
The Grand Pacific is Republican headquarters, and the 
landlord, in the interest of that party, lets his friend Inger- 
soll hav a free parlor. 

They were discussing the time when they will call the 
convention they are to hav in the future. Said Grover: “I 
suggest that it had better be put off until after the fourth of 
nex: Marcb, st least, because you kaow Garfield will hav 
his cabinet to appoint, and then we may not hav to account 
for snybody's absence from the convention. Ia fact, we do 
not know how much somebody’s absence from this meeting 
may be accounted for by that fact." Of course he meant 
Ingersoll and everybody understood him. 

lshould say there were not more than thirty delegates 
present; certainly less than fifty. Before closing Under 
wood tried to infuse a little courage into them. He felt 
confident it would succeed. He had been in conventions 
for twenty years, and he bad never seen one that he fe't 
more confidence in than this, where there was more earnest- 
ness and determination expressed than this, etc., etc. 

he whole spirit. of the movement seemed to be a man 
and not idess—seemed to be Iogersoll, and he absent ; and 
they were lost without him. 

I was sitting next to Chainey, and I said, ‘‘ You ought to 
hav been at the last convention and seen the earnestnesr, 
and determination, and unanimity with which we threw 
that man out," pointing to Spencer, who sat next to him. 
Chainey said nothing but smiled. H. J. WoobHOUSRE. 
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Put Not Your Trust in Princes. 


The followers of Col. Ingersoll can hardly be said to fol- 
low. He saye, "I will meet you on the Rialto.” They 
meet, but he don't, or he becomes behind time and only to 
bear the market and disturb the exchange. Again he fans a 
hope and says, *' Dear friends, fit though few, at Phillippi I 
will meet you, without fail, to take sweet counsel against 
those poor Liberals who ‘do not as the publicans the same.’” 
But neither on this mountain nor on that, after all their 
doublings, is the divine presence overtaken. There they sit 
twiddling their thumbs till by their pricking ‘‘ something 
wicked this way comes,” and they nerve themselvs up to the 
desperate resoive to see him—later ! 

Such is the upshot of a bolt that was blared in the public 
ear with trumpets and now terminates in the rqueak of a 
penny whistle—that was blazed across the sky with rockets, 
and now comes down like their sticks. The difference on 
which the bolt was organized was one in favor of genuin, 
reasonable, defensible liberty of the press and against the 
first step of encroachment upon it. The bolters had no case 
to go before the country upon. Liberals generally did not 
respond. Ingersoll himself, so feebly supported, would not 
appear, and the whole organized opposition fell to the 
ground. Every principie and every demand that, in the 
absence of their leader, they did muster up courage to 
formulate at the conference, is in the platform of the old 
League, with the added determination of ‘eternal vigi- 
lance" and two hundred already organized Leagues to back 
it up. The Liberal public, all but a few amphibii, half 
churchmen and half Liberal, saw that the thing strained at 
was only a gnat, not a defensible difference, and they 
wouldn’t touch it. Mr. Green announced in one of his 
calls that he wanted a basis broad enough to admit mem- 
bers regardless, and yet narrow enough to exclude al] hob- 
bies, Well, it seems greater attention was paid to the nar- 
rowness than the breadth, for they got the path so narrow 
that but few went in thereat; and not only no hobby, but 
not even the surest-footed mu!e among them could keep his 
way along it. . 

Mr. Underwood, next friend of Abbot, with no faith in 
Organization, was there to organize, but would take no 
Liberalism in his because it might offend the church. That 
is the old, old Abbot lesson well learned and glibly recited. 

Since the fulminations of this aforetime war-borse of 
Liberalism at Chicago it will require nice estimates to decide 
whether the church is to be congratulated on the gain of a 
convert, or Liberalism condoled with on the loss of a per- 
vert. . : 
" I tell ye wut, my jedgment is you're podty sure to fail 

Ez long's the head keeps turnin' back for counsel to the tail." 

It is Luke, I think, who treats on lukewarmness ; and 
there i8 something said about being neither hot nor cold, and 
such nauseates get spewed out of the mouth. People who 
are so unmindful of the laws of force as to get between two 
bodies in motion are hardly ever the fittest to survive. In 
fact they terminate in very fine powder. : 

How now, Bro, Chainey, about your ‘ greatest man of the 
age ?” Would the greatest man pipe you to a dance on the 
viilage green, and then stand aloof from the dance ? Would 
the undoubted, all-honored chief of chieftains put bugle to 
lips and toot you to camp fora daring raid on the enemy 
and then wave you his adieus out of sight and hearing in 


disturbing cause, as the Conference itself in its perplexity 
intimated, we can imagin Garfield and the Colonel playing 
this shabby trick upon their quondam comrades as Poins 
and Prince Henry did upon the Falstaff crew : ` 

Henry: “But how shall we part with them in setting 
forth ?" 

Poins (Col): '* Why, we will set forth before or after 
them, and appoint them a place of meeting wherein it is at 
our pleasure to fail, and then will they adventure upon the 
exploit themselvs, which they shall hav no sooner achieved 
but we will set upon them,” 

Such are the sports in which princes, presidents, and 
“ greatest men of the age” indulge without any respect for 
the feelings or rights of tha rank and file. 

Mr. Woodhouse tells me he saw R O Spencer plump a 
V in the contribution plate as it passed around. Ae did 
twice as well as that for the treasury of the N «tional Lib- 
eral League Congress at Chicago. Ha probahly in his heart 
of hearts esteems us to this day as plus X and them as 
minus V. 

But this long awaited Pacific development nas come ard 
gone. Tne Liberal world held its breath to ree what would 
happen, solely on account of the one great name attached 
to it. He, it seeme, at the last momeat had no word to say, 
and failed to appear. The minor actors in the play are of 
no sort of account, the eurtain rings down on a disappointed 
audience, and the whole movement collapses. 'T 1e National 
Liberal League is ‘‘ broad enough to admit members regard- 


less of their religious Opinions, and narrow enongh to 


exclude sll hobbies not germane to the question of state 
secularization.” There never hav been such hobbies in the 
League. The erring brothers are welcome t^ return and 
resume their relations and their loyalty to the Lsague. 

Meantime in its councils it passes to the order of the day, 
and the Liberal army resumes its march. 

T, C. LELAND. 
tt 
Is Thought Substance ? 


To THE EDITOR oF Tug TnuTEH Sercer, Sir: Not long 
since, in an article published in Tug TRUTH SEEKER, L 
claimed that thought is not substance, and think [ proved 
it. It seems I either failed or was misunderstood. O16 
writer, a Mr. Sherman, from Adrian, Mich., speaks of my 
“profound ignorance,” and then proceeds to giv a few 
brilliant thoughis from his own magnificent intellect, 
utterly devoid, so far as I could discover, of all reasoning, 
by way of contrast. It was quite apparent, however, that 
Mr. Sherman did not agree with me, aad I can find no rea- 
son in his argument, or out of it, for his condescending to 
notice my humble effort but the fact that he foolishly im- 
aging in some way it is compromising Spiritualism to ad. 
mit that thought is not substance, Now, I never claimed 
to be so profoundly wise as to ask the public to reccive my 
bare assertions, unsustained by reasoning; and seeing that 
Bro. Sherman in the profuadity of his wisdom has written 
8 book in which he declares there is a deep, deep hole at 
the North Pole, and that the center of the earth is inhabited, 
I ought to be profoundly grateful for his little compliment- 
ary notice, 

Another, Mr. Charles Audley, the author of that inimita- 
ble and indescribably funny article, * Rant versus Criti. 
cism,” which was published in Taz TRUTH SEEKER some 
time ago, and in which he declares again and again that I 
am the greatest of living ranters, showa in the last number 
of THE TRUTH SEEKER that he utterly failed to discover 
my position in regard to thought being substance. In try- 
ing to answer Mr. Sherman’s questions, he bestowed upon 
me the choice compliment of being a Colleague or ally of 
Mr. Sherman’s in arguing this question, to which I now 
earnestly protest and objzct. From some hight go lofty | 
that all reasoning is supe: flaous ke contemptuously sneers et 
the reasoning of Sherman and myself, Doubtless the fact 
that Mr. Sherman and I are both Spiritualists is so blinding 
to his faculties that he faila to see that even Spiritualists 
may differ. H's reasoning is altogether too much like his 
wit. It fails to penetrate, I will bri fly review what I did 
say, and then giv some additional thoughts which now 
occur tome, Isaid, ‘‘As I see it; thought is not substance, 
but condition.” This certainly has no uncertain sound, 
and if Mr. Audley, or any one eise, fails to comprehend it I 
shall consider it a hopeless task, on the ground that '* there 
must be a means to an end." All things must be done in 
accordance with natural laws, and blind perversity is just 
as natural as “profound ignorance.” Although a Spiritu- 
alist, I can and do believe that thought is simply a manifes- 
tation of and a condition of matter. I showed that quali- 
ties or properties of matter are not substances but modes of 
manifestation. I claimed and believe that everytbing in the 
universe is substance or matter, that the universe is divided 
into two great classes, the ponderable and imponderable, or 
mind and matter. I claimed that ag mind, which we cali 
spirit, is the activ or controling element, it must be sub- 
stance, and not a property of substance, for, if mind 
or spirit is not substance, then thinking or thought 
must be a manifestation of a manifestation, or a mani- 
festation of nothing, which is impossible. I regarded 
this as being proof positiv that. wa are spiritual beings, 
dwelling within “ tabernacles of flish.” I do so still, else 
the idea that nature has a dual existence is a chimera. and 
mind must be regarded ag a property of these bodies of 
flesh, etc. This again I gay is impossible, for no property 
of matter has ever been found to control matter itself. Mat- 
ter is activ only when some invisible but substantial agent 
is acting upon and is identified with it. It is plain that the 
element controling must be superior to the element con- 
trolled, therefore, the mind element or spirit must be supe» 
rior to the body There is no escaping the conclusion, then, 
that the J within these bodies which reasous and thinks, ia 
the real organized and only individualized entity, that thesa 
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bodies are used and controlled fora purpose that is only 
temporary, and that, as walking, talking, etc, are manifes- 
tations of the physical, go is thinking a manifestation of 


the spirit. Finally I claimed that thought is analogous to 
sound and light, that there are thought-waves similar to those 
of sound and light. 
be surrounded by two atmospheres, each of which must be 
adapted respectivly to our spiritual or physical wants. We 
send out our thoughts either by the spirit acting independent- 
Jy upon or exciting the spiritual atmosphere which is en rap- 
port with the spirit, or by means of the vocal organs acting 
upon the air, in both instances thought being transmitted 
by means of vibrations of the elements of the respectiv at- 
mospheres, 


As we hav a dual existence we must - 


thou wilt not forgiv him for his sake, wilt thou not either 
kill or restore him for the sake of thy children, Almost 
daily he is leading holy men and even ministers of the gos- 
pel into devilish mean scrapes, and Lord, when thy new 
Bible is ready for the people, which one, the old or the new, 
must we believe in order that we may be saved? I wiil not 
ask thee, O Lord, to save me until first I ean make up my 
mind as to which place I want to be saved from. There are 
no fools in hell, for being idiots they are not responsible, so 
they go to heaven. Hell, according to the Bible, is filled 
with good honest men, and the brightest intellects the world 
has ever produced, whilst most of our scoundrels and mur- 
derers who are hung goto heaven, I would not otject to 
the society, but think I should not like the climate in hell; 


` Because the brain becomes exhausted or tired is no reason and if in heaven, a mother with a knowledge that her 
for supposing thet brain-material is being transmitted, daughter is being tormented in hell cin shout Glory to God, 
Really, there is no more substance transmitted over the and go on with the tune without missing a note, or having a 
waves of the air when we talk than when a cricket chirps wave of trouble pass over her peaceful breast, heaven has 


or a cow-bell tinkles. 
from our pen to the paper when we write. 


No more does brain-substance, flow made that mother a demo», and I don’t want to go to such 
The brain isan 8 place. 


A thousand times sooner would I prefer to remain 


electric battery, or voltaic pile, made up of positiv and nega- , unconscious dust forever rather than occupy such a heaven 
tiv.elements; and whenever (he battery is activ, a magnetic with a knowledge that one person was being tormented in 
‘fluid is generated which enables the splrit to manifest itself the orthodox hell. And if I am saved I don't want to be 
by producing thought waves or vibrations. Thought ig a saved for Obrist’s sake, but wünt to be saved for my sake. 
result, it is true, but it is no more substance than is walking So, Lord, save me for my sake, by request of the President 


or talking. These acta of the physical organism require a 
battery to generate the fluid which shall convey the order 
to the muscles to act, and an exhaustion or consumption 
occurs not only in the brain but muscles; but no more sub- 
stance has been transmitted with these messages than 
accompanies messages over the telegraphic wires. The 


; of the United States of America. Amen. 


Junius Rediscovered. 
HE REAPPEARS IN 1770 IN ENGLAND AND AMERICA. 
The last words addressed by Junius to the people of Eng- 


electric batteries generate a fluid that ñ'ls the wires, and ; 180d were these : 


by means of exciting or causing vibrations of this fluid are 
our thoughts sent from station to station. 
proves absolutely that this is true and that no substence ig 
transmitted. ‘The apparatus at either end only records the 


The telephone | remedy will soon be in your power. 


“ You are roused at last to a sense of your danger. The 
It Junius livs you 
shall ba often reminded of it. If, when the opportunity 
; presents itself, you neglect to do your duty to youreelvs and 
‘to posterity, to God and your country, I shall hav one cox- 


peculiar action or condition of the electric fluid, just asa solation left, in common with the meanest and basest of 


person across a bocy of water would judge by the size of 
the waves Whether a pebble, a rock, or a steamboat had 
disturbed the waters. Just so when we talk. We disturb 
the air, and our friends receive the vibrations and judge by 
them the mature of the message transmitted. In other 
words, we cause our friends to hav the same thoughts we 
hav had and their brains to act j ist as ours did. Before we 
can comprehend the uttered thoughts, or before our braing 
can be made to act in a manner exactly corresponding to 
that of our friends, we must firat learn the significarce of 
sound- Waves or written characters. 

No scientist will claim that substance is transmitted to 
our friends through the air or over the wires, nor doI think 


mankind—civil liberty may still last the life of Junius." 


This was published March 8, 1772, in the authorized edi- 
| tion ef the “ Letters of Junius” (dedication) But the rev. 
‘olution which he so sanguinly expected did not come, and 
,dunius seemed to hav retired forever. At all events no- 
; body but his publisher ever heard from him again, and then 
only on mere matters of business, In a private letter to 
Woodfall, March 5:h, he acknowledges the receipt of two 
bound copies cf the Letters, and directs where to send two 
other vellum-bound copies when ready. Again, May 4th, 
he answers in four lines what he supposes to be a sign 


| thrown out for him in the Daily Advertiser, by Woodfall. 


Let no one be deceived by two other private notes, May 


they, after earnest, honest thought, will claim it is sub-' 31 and 10sb, nor by a prior one, January 25th, nor by the 
stance, or caa be anything but condition under any circum- ! public letters signed Veteran, Scotur, Tell-Truth, and Nem- 


stances, | : : 

If thought is condition, and it can be transmitted by 
vibrations by and through the pbysical universe, the Same 
rule must hold good in the transmission of it by and through 
the spiritual. 1 

Our spiritual organisms need a spiritusl atmosphere just 
the same as our physical bodies need the air; and if one 
atmosphere can be used to transmit a condition, then the 
other may also be 8o used. 

This being true, we should be ab!e to converse with each 
other in two ways—both by aud through the spiritual and 
physical, Our spirits should be able to act and transmit 
thoughts independently to each other without being uttered 
or expressed in any way through the physical organism. I 
say independently, for I believe the brain is used by the 
spirit only to generate power to produce vibrations which 
shall convey messages to the muscles or through the air to 
our friends. 

Many people are able to-day (and they are rated a8 weak- 
minded Spiritualists) to converse in greater or less degree 
independently of their physical organisms, and the time will 
come when all will outgrow their blind skepticism; when 
all will develop and enjoy these beautiful gitts; when their 
spiritual natures will be more activ and en rapport with 
each other, and When, as spirite, they will be able to talk to 
each other independent of physical agencies. This explains 
spirit communion and inspiration; how peop'e who are 
mediumistic, or whose spiritual natures are developed into 
the activ, are able to receive impressions from each other 
when remotely separated, or to converse with and be in- 
spired by those already dwelling in spirit-life. 

Lowell, Mich, Nov. 15, 1880. E. A. CHAPMAN, 


Thanksgiving. 
. BY M. BABCOCK. 

President Hayes, O Lord, once more has set a day for 
thanking thee, But being a Democrat I cannot consistently 
thank thee for the triumph of a party which we honestly 
believe to be wrong. Aud as for bread and potatoes we 
hav none except those for which we paid our money. We 
are told that thou, O Lord, art of the same shape of Adam, 
that man was made after thine own image. And if so, wilt 
thou, who art supposed to liv way up among the cloude, let 
us hav a sight of thy person. If thou dost not like to show 
thy face let us hav à view of thy back parts, or even one leg 
hanging down below the clouds would be some satisfaction. 
Anything to let us know that thou arts reality, As I can- 
not just at this time think of anyihing for which we wish to 
thank thee, not even to oblige Mr. Hayer, and as ’tis said 
that thou heareth and answereth prayer, we will ask thee to 
do us a favor. When we consider that of the millions of 
prayers that will be offered thee on this, the twenty-fifth 
day of November, and that not one of them will be in favor 
of the poor devil, I hav concluded to ask and pray that thou 
wilt hay mercy and in consideration of his long suffering 
forgiv and restore him again to thy favor and happiness. 


esis, from Jan. 28 to May 12, 1772. Not one of them was 
written by Junius, though the publisher msy hav been 
deceived by the clever counterfeiter, whose evident purpose 
wae, in part at least, to catch Junius at the coffee house 
where packages were sent him, (See private letter, March 
8d.) 

Ou the 19:h of January, 1778, Woodfall received another 
and last private letter from Junius, as follows: 


‘I hav seen the signals thrown out for your old friend 
and correspondent, Be assured that I hav good reason for 
not complying with them. In the present state cf things if 
I were to write again, I must be as silly as any of the horned 
cattle that run through the city, or as any of your wise 
aldermen. I meant the cause and the public. Both are 
given up. {feel for the honor of this country when I see 
that there are not ten men in it who will unite and stand 
together upon any one question. But it is all alike vile and 
contemptible.” 


The opportunity had not yet presented itself for Junius to 
fulfil his promis. Nor hav I heretofore been able to dis- 
cover that he began to fulfil it till January, 1776, when 
** Common Bense” roused the people of America to throw 
off the British yoke. From that time till 1798 we all know 
how many reminders tha people of England received from 
Thomas Paine, though they never suspected him to be 
Junius. 

But within the past month I hav discovered a still earlior 
and more emphatic reminder than '' Common Sense," or 
any other of Paine’s numerous works. On the 14th of 
October last Mr. J. Francis Ruggles, the indefatigable bib- 
liopole of Bronson, Mich, sent me this slip, cut from a cat- 
alog of rare books : 


“283 “The Crisis.” Vol. I. (all published), containing 
XXVilL numbers. 12mo. pp. 236. London printed, New 
York, reprinted, 1776. 

“The author of these essays and poems sppears to hav 
been a kind of little Junius, having all his intense venom 
and somewhat coarser invectiv, but without his pungent 
abilities. The priucipal otject of his attacks would appear 
to be Lords Bute, North, and Mansfield, not forgetting 
George III. He anathematiz2s that trio for their attempts 
at infringing upon the vested rights of Englishmen, and 
their unwarranted and tyrannical attempts to govern the 
British American colonies in violation of the law and the 
British Constitution, thereby causing the colonies to resort 
to arms in defense of their sacred rights. He calls upon and 
urges the Americans to resist these minions of power, with 
an earnestness and a bitterness that sounds like infuriated 
rage. The following passage may be taken as a specimen : 
‘Ye conspirators against the liberties of mankind at St. 
James’s, in St. Stephen’s Chapel, the House of Lords, or 
amongst the benck of satanical bishops, you must surely 
think there is no God to judge nor hell to receive you ; or 
you could never be so far abandoned as to stain your hands 
and consent to dye the plains of America with the blood of 
her inhabitants.’ The volume must be of great rarity, as 
this is the second copy that I hav fallen in with in my re- 
seaches, and they hav been many and minute. 

“Wu. Gowans.” 


Never having heard of a '' Crisis" prior to Paine's, whose 
publication began Dec. 23, 1776, and ended Dec. 9, 1783, I 
went and asked Mr. Spofford, the librarian of Congress, if 


‘What good does it do you to torment him, anyhow? But if/he knew anything aboutit, ‘‘Oh, yes,” said he, “we hav 


it. Itis prior to?Paine’s and rougher in style." He then 
got the bock for me, and I soon discovered that the most of 
the essays were evidently from the pen, not of “a kind of 
little Junius," as the late Mr. Gowans has guessed, but of 
the big Junius himself. 

Without letting Mr. Ruggles know any more than that 
the book was in the Congressional Library, I requested him 
to get the stray copy for me if he could, and I hav now the 
pleasure of owning it. Butas it passed through Mr. Rug- 
gles's hands, his critieal eye detected what mine had—that 
in the ‘ Crisis" of 1775 (1776 being the date of republica- 
tion) Junius had reappeared, pursuant to promis. 

The American reprint of 1778 contains twenty-eight num- 
bers of a weck!y series published in Eagland and America 
in 1775. The publication began, as I hav since ‘learned 
from another source, in January, 1775, and continued till 
after the middle of 1766, making nine.y-one numbers in all, 
and ending with a republication of the American Declara- 
tion of Independence, when the publisher announced : 


*"We now lay down this paper with grateful thanks to the 
public; and as liberty and virtue have taken their fl ght to 
America, the only asylum for freemen, we are determined 
to follow, snd not losger struggle in vain to animate our 
dastardly, degenerate countrymen with the noble spirit of 
their forefathers.” 


The American publisher intended to issue the second 
volume, but the following manuscript note in an English 
Copy may account for the default : 


** By order of the House of Commons burnt by the com. 
mon hangman,” 


Ifa comnlete copy of Vol. II. can be found, containing 
Nos. XXIX. to XCI. inclusiv, I will pay twenty dollars 
for it. 

Only three of the twenty-eight numbers are dated, and 
only fourteen of them signed. In the first number the 
writer announces that he haa '* fellow-laborers in this great 
work." That writer, I believe, is Junius, But the first 
essay with a signature, is No, VII, and that, strange to say, 
is signed '' Junius," who also contributes No. X. Both of 
these are addressed to the Right Honorable Lord Apsley, 
Lord Chancellor of England, and the first, dated February 
10, 1775, begins thus, ‘I was a bystander this day when 
your Lordship and the House of Lords decided the very 
important cause of Philip Thickness, appellant, and Peter 
Leigh and others, respondents." Of course that Junius 
was not Paine, who had been in America some two months 
or more, but one of his local *' f.llow-laborers in the great 
work." i 

He assails the Chancellor in the two numbers of the 
‘“ Crisis” for an outrageous decision, and promises in hig 
next to "lay before the public some further traits of hig 
hardships in public and private life.” But little Junius 
does not contribute another next, XI suepect that he wag 
not secretiv enough, and got caught and imprisoned, 
Falsely profeesing to be the real Junius, he foolishly ex. 
posed himself to detection. 

With No. X!IL appears the signature “Gasca,” who 
stabbed C:e;ar. This ia Certainly Junius redivivus, Casca 
signs also Nos, XV., XVL, XVIL, XVIIL, XXL, XXIIL, 
XXIV., XXV., and XXVI. No. XXVIL is & poem by 
* Cato," a new contributor, and No. XXVIIL, the last of 
Vol. I. is “a p by Thomas Shaw (doubtless & 
fictitious namı ), dated July 28, 1775, and appended thereto 
i8 an address headed, ‘‘ Gud Save Americs,” warning the 
British people against the lying report in the Royal Gazette 
of the battle of the 17.h of June (Bunker Hil), and conciud- 
ing with alamsnt of tha dogoae:aey aad iusensibility of 
Englishmen. 

Now, although some of these numbers were undoubtedly 
written in E gland, yet I claim that the ten signed Cascs, 
and a few (perhaps as many more) without signature, were 
written in America by Thomas Paine. I claim this not only 
upon internal evidence of the most striking and positiv Char- 
acter, but upon external proof equally remarkable and con- 
Clusiv, which I will present in another article of the same 
length as this. Wm. HENRY Burr, 

Washington, D. 0., Nov. 18, 1889. 


——— 9 9—— — — — 


Stuckupitivness. 


If wo consult history (history is not one of the exact 
sciences) we fiad that of the many tribes of crawling, creep- 
ing, walking, and flying inhabitants of this little planet, one 
biped tribe got a stuck up notion in their craniums that they 
had souls—were all that God cared anything about. 

History further endeavors to demonstrate that Jews, a 
mere fraction of the biped tribe, got a double stuckupitiv- 
ness—they alone were of any account. 

Further along down we find among the elite & triple 
stuckupitivness—the canaille are of no account except as 
diggers and scrubbers. 

Among another select or elect few—nothing personal 
intended—we find a notion ofa lake of fire and brimstone, 
devils and pitchforks, and all who don't believe as we 
believe are pitched in, and pitched and pitched to all 
eternity. 

Of the bipeds that hav been, are, and will be, on this 
planet, what figures can tell the number? What mathema- 
tician can giv the length, breadth, and depth of the lake, or 
the number of devils and pitchforks ? 

What for an idea would it be to subtitute the '' survival 
of the fittest,” let the mere scullions go to the compost hesp 
to be reformed ? 

By and by when Elmina and other progressiv progressors 
get bipeds lifted up, in sexual relations, to the decency of 
animals in general, there'll not b», in the biped family, rag- 
amuffins—all top blossoms—and what a nice little world 
this will be, We'll call it the new earth so long ago pre- 
dicted, PRENTIAG, 


780 Ghe xut. Seeker, December 4, 1680. 
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alding the dawn of an era when no person shall be impris- 
oned for creed or opinion's sake. Inclosed please find two 
dollars to apply on subscription, as I think I must be in 
arreare. Yours most cordially, . N. A. PARKER. 


^ BrNOLAIBRVILLE, N. Y., Nov. 20, 1880, 

D. M. Bennert, Dear Sir: You hav troops of. sympa- 
thizing friends in this vicinage who unite with me in bid- 
ding you Godspeed in the work you hav in hand. Giv the 
cohorts of imperialism in government and sanctified error 
in theology a steady and well-directed fire from your bat- 
teries of free speecb, free thought, personal liberty, and 
state rights is the desire of all save time-serving hypocrits 
in religion and self-seeking demagogs in politics, ‘'’Tis 
the truth will make us free.” DARIUS CLELAND. - 


do no harm except when used intemperately, Those who 
caunot partake of beef steak or roast turkey without making 
gluttons of themselvs had better abstain from them and con- 
fine themselvs to potatoes and water gruel, and those who 
cannot take an occasional glass of wine or beer without 
making drunkards of themselvs had better confine themselvs 
to buttermilk and cold water.—Eb. T. 8. 


Letters from Friends. 


LzsLrg, Mica., Nov. 24, 1880, 
To THE EDITOR OF THE TRuTH SEEKER, Sir: 1 am 
not a constant reader of your paper, though I am interested 
in it and its mission; but in glancing over its contents for 
Nor. 20th my eye fell on something which particularly held 
my attention and I felt that I must say something if you 
would giv me a hearing. f 

The matter which so called my attention was the letter of 
C. L. Morgan and your remarks thereon. I was surprised 
beyond measure at the temperance principles you advocate. 
If any one had told me that THE TRUTH SEEKER or its edi- 
tor (all the same thing) held and advccated such principles; 
I should hav said, “E do not believe it.” I was grieved as 
well as surprised to find that a Liberal, progressiv paper like 
Tus TRUTH SEEKER, having for its object the advancement 
and improvement of the human race, saould giv ever so lit- 
tle countenance to that which intoxicates and degrades. 
You say, “True temperance with regard to any article 
means its use in moderation.” Then -a man is not truly 
temperate in regard to intoxicating liquors unless he drinks 
them in moderation, nor in regard to tobacco unless he 
makes a moderate use of it, also in regard to opium, 
morphine, etc, He would not be a true temperance man if 
he totally abstained from the use of these, and the great 
m?j rity must be intemperate, for ‘‘ true temperance in re- 
gard to any article means its use in moderation.” 

* Among the. rights and privileges of human beings is that 
of obtaining from existence all the happiness possible." 
Granted; but is there any real happiness to be obtained from 
the use of wine and other liquors ? I did not suppose we 
ate and drank simply for pleasure, but to sustain and nour- 
ish our physical bodies, and ithas been clearly demonstrated 
that fermented or distilled liquors will not add to, but will 
rather detract from, that nourishment. 

You say, '' We think we hav sufficient control of our- 
selvs to taste a glass of wine without endangering our pres- 
ent or future welfare.” Probably you hav; but if there is one 
other person with the same capabilities of self-control, there 
are hundreds without, and it is certainly a fact that the ma- 
jority of ‘‘ moderate drinkers” (true temperance men) be- 
come drunkards, and I do not need to even mention the 
misery and degradation connected with the drunkard ; it is 
too wel known. Now are not you responsible for some of 
this misery ? Will not some young man think that if a 
good, Liberal, progressiv man like the editor of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER takes an occasional glass of wine, he may? But he 
does not possess the same strong mind and self-control that 
the editor does, and he fills a drunkard’s grave. I believe 
we are each one our “ brother’s keeper,” for THE TRUTH 
BEEKER of Nov. 13:h says: “If we hav a precept or prin- 
ciple which we would advocate te others as a rule of action, 
‘we must aim to liv in accordance with the theory we wish 
to hav accepted, and we must liv it so well, purely, thorough- 
ly, and practically that no shadow of blame can by any 
means fall upon us which will reach upon those theories an 
ideas. What we do well impresses others far more than 
what we say. Our example is more effectiv as a convincing 
agency than our theories can possibly be. So let us, one 
and all, aim to liv out our views of the highest possibilities 
to which be believe humanity is attainable.” And it seems 
to me this is especially incumbent On us who are trying to 
show to the world the truths and principles of such a grand 
but misunderstood and reviled philosophy. We should re- 
member that any individual faults and inconsistencies will 
ba used detrimentally to the principles we advocate and will 
retard the progress of truth. . 

I should like to see letters from other friends on this 
subject. Yours for the right, Mary L., BONNEL. 


ROCKVILLE, CoNN., Nov. 22, 1880 
FRIEND Bannerr: Piease excuse me for addressing you 
in such familiar terms, but; although I never heard of you 
nor Tag TRuTH SEEKER until within the year you seem to 
me like an old friend, Ilike your style of pitching into the 
Christian religion. I hav read several of your tracts and 
books, including * Deacon Joel Bkidmore's Letters,” and I 
like them. "They hav helped to extinguish the last spark of 
my superstition, 80 that now I oan gladly say in the lan- 
guage of the priests, that *' the holy spirit has been grieved 
away," I hope never to return. l 
In answer to your “appeal,” I inclosa $2.00 to help THE 
TRUTH SEEKER along. Apply it where it will do the most 
good. Yours respectfully, E. J. MARTIN. 


RErLY.—We do not object to familiar terms when friend- 
ly like the above. We wish to be regarded as a friend by 
all who are honestly seeking after truth. It is cheering to 
hear that good is derived from the efforts we are making in 
disseminating what to us seems to be reasonable and true. 
It encourages us to press on in the good work.—Ep. T. 8. 


SNOWVILLB, VA , Nov. 22, 1880. 

DEAR Farenp BENNETT: J am almost surprised that thee 
has been necessitated to call for thy just dues from a single 
TRUTH SEEKER subscriber, not that I believe them all to 
be so much more prompt and honest than other folks, but 
from the earnest and continued enthusiasm that has been 
felt and expressed by all who hav been reading thy inter- 
estiag, graphic, and unique European letters. 

I supposed that on hearing of thy return home each one 
would hav felt—as I did myself—the immediate necessity of 
not only paying up back dues, but also an irrepressible 
desire to doa little more as a slight return for favors re- 
ceived. ; 

I never felt so completely satisfied with the perusal of 
any book of travels as I hav ia following thy steps from 
place to place during this famcus Brussels trip. It is almost 
like going over the whole ground in spirit and Seeing and 
experiencing all the pleasure with none of the accompany- 
ing wearisomeness of the actual journey. 

I presume that long ere this reaches thee the responses 
to thy brief mention will come pouring in and thy depleted 
coffers be filled to overflowing. 

‘I am sure none of thy numerous friends and admirers was 
more glad to hear that thee was safe home again than 
Elmina, nor can there be any who will more gladly do all 
they can toward defraying the expenses of thy well-deserved 
and—we are rejoiced to know—happily-spent trip to Europe. 

Warmly and truly thine, ELMINA D. SLENKER. 


APPEAL TO DAKOTA LIBERALS. 


SWAN LAXE, DAKOTA TER., Nov. 16, 1880. 

Bro. LELAND, Sxc. N. L. L.: The National Liberal 
League has placed me over the destinies of Liberalism for 
Dakota, about to bea state equal nearly in extent to many 
states combined, 153,000 square miles more, I believe, than 
all the New England and Middle states together. Iam a 
emall fellow, little in stature, and slender in purse; but I 
am more heartily in favor of the National Liberal League 
now than ever, and so especially since it. has declared very 
unhesitatingly for the coming reformers. We begin to know 
our friends. J hav been working long in the Liberal field 
till I find myself financially a poor man. . Having lost posi- 
tion after position in this and other states, as a professional 
teacher, On account of my Liberalism, I am at last reduced 
to the necessity of eking out a precarious existence on a 
farm, It is a noble calling and Madame Grundy can’t hurt 
me here worth a cent, but it is not a calling that turns out 
the gold nuggets fast enough for me to take all tho Liberal 
papers and books I want, and carry on the work of organ- 
izing Liberals here as I would like. : 

Now, what I want to say and what I want you, Bro. 
Leland, to help me emphasize, is, that the friends of Liber- 
alism and reform in Dakota must let me know where they 
are, and open their hearts and purses to help carry on this 
great work, It is not fair that one or two persons should 
hav to Carry on all this work or see the car of progress 
stand still. I want it understood that I willdo all ia my 
power and giv all the time and money I possibly can. I 
hav never received a mill for all the time, money, postage, 
and books I hav spent and distributed in the last ten years, 
here and elsewhere, and yet the same would amount 
to hundreds of dollars. I may not hav accomplished as 
much as others, but I know some good seed has been sown 
that will soon bear fruit. : 

I want to say to the Dakota Liberals that I want them, 
every One, to giv me their post-office address, send me 
postage stamps if they cannot money, and let me know 
where there are places with good prospects of Leagues, let 
me know who are the Labor-reform xen, Greenbackers, 
Woman Suffragists, and Reformers of every stripe in 
Dakota. Let me hear from all stripes of religious reform- 
ers, Materialists, Spiritualists, Deists, Pantheists, Atheists 
(and orthodox may apply if they wish), and send me a word 
of cheer if you can’t send the paltry gold. We mean to or- 
ganize and begin now; but Bros. Walker, of Iowa, and 
Follett, of Illinois, and others as well as myself, cannot liv 
on air, neither can we pay expenses by selling Liberal 
books exclusivly. It is high time for Liberals to begin to 
feel that they hav some responsibilities, as the churches 
feel they hav, 

Within the last year I hav made the beginnings of Leagues 
at about half a dozen points. During the next year, 1881, we 
must organize a territorial League and organize the territory 
in full too, with a Money and Labor-Reform party which 
shall take in the woman's rights movement and all the lead- 
ing questions of reform—in short, a party that will carry 
secularization to its logical and legitimate consequences. 
Two years hence we must hav a nomination for Congress 
and both houses of the legislature, and a live and growing 
party by 1884. Now this means work and money. Let us 
hear from every Liberal and Reformer in Dakota, and at 
once. Yours for death to tyrants and despotism. 

CHARLES H. GODDARD, 
Dakota Mem. Ex, Com. N. L. L. 


There are vim and courage and determination all in one 
t smali fellow." The battle is not always to the strong, but 
to the wise, the dextrous, and the persistent as well. I hope 
the Liberals of Dakota will promptly second the efforts of 
Mr. Goddard. He hoists this brave flag. How many of you 
will rally to his standard and make him captain of an invin- 
cible force. The struggle is yours even more than it is his, 
and he can do nothing without you, What is Liberalism 
to him any more than to you? Why should he lose position 
after position for it, Take hold with him, put shoulder to 
his shoulder, and bring about a state of things wherein no 
Liberal teacher can lose his position because of his Liberal- 
ism, 

The field is white to the harvest, but the laborers are few. 
Gradually, however, laborers are volunteering in the work 
of Liberalism, We hav now Walker in lows, Follett in 
Illinois, Phelps in Kansas, and our new friend Goddard in 
Dakota. We need such men in every state. Who is the 
next brave man to enlist? T. C. LELAND, 


— — 


s Victory, N. Y., Nov. 21, 1880. 

DEAR FRIEND BENNETT: I hav enjoyed your letters from 
Europe, and hope you hav returned better prepared for the 
fight of knowledge against superstition. Fight the en- 
croachments of church and nation upon the rights of the 
people in violation of the Constitution, and the people will 
finally learn to see the right. The Constitution guarantees 
each citizen the right of free vote, free speech, and free 
press. In many of the Southern states the two first hav 
not been enjoyed for years, and the national government 
refuses to act, although hundreds hav been murdered and 
thousands deprived of their rights. But if one sends & 
postal card or pamphlet obnoxious to Mrs. Grundy or the 
Church, not even tne plain provisions ot the Constitution i8 
any safeguard to a citizen. Shame on such a governmen!! 
Iam aware you knew ali this before, but keep it before the 
people. Prejudice is strong, but generations pass away. 

My wife was a good Methodist when I married her seven 
years ago, but she says she cannot do without your paper. 

Truly youre, NELSON PORTER. 


CHURCHVILLE, N. Y., Nov. 20, 1880. 
FRIEND BENNETT: Your paper I am well pleased with, 
and intend to continue it. Your letters while abroad are 
worth & year's subscription. "There ought to be a fund 
raised to send you around the world, in fact, to keep you on 
the wing all the time. Wishing the T. 8. success, and you 
a long life, I reman, Yours for truth, H. O. BiagLow. 


REMARES,— ve cannot, of course, but regret that our 
honest opiniong should shock or surprise any good people. 
"We must, however, entertain such. views ag seem right to us, 
whether we think as other people imagin we ought to or 
not. Notwithstanding what our fair friend says, we cannot 
help thinking that temperance in the use of any article 
means a rational and moderate enjoyment of it, and that 
temperance and total abstinence are two different things. We 
do not advocate the use of intoxicating liquore, nor do we 
use them ourselvs. We are fully aware that alcoholic 
beverages hav been a curse to thousands of people, and 
brought them to degradation and ruin; stil we think 
a temperate use of wine, beer, and even something 
stronger may be made and no serious results arise from 
jt. Within the last four months, while visiting coun- 
tries where wine is almost a universa] drink, and 
being brought in contact with thousands whe used it 
every day, we saw not one intoxicated person nor one who 
seemed inthe slightest degree injured by it, We regard 
wine 88 one of the comforts of life, and that its moderate or 
temperate use does not injure any one. As much harm as 
has arisen from an intemperate use of alcoholic drinks, it dces 
not near equal the injury caused by improper or intemper- 
ate eating. It is quite as proper to get up a crusade against 
over-eating as against over-drinking. Both are extremes 
which sensible people will avoid, a8 well as an intemperate 
denunciation ‘of a temperate use of the comforts of life. 
Opium, morphine, arsenic, and drugs of all kinds are injuri- 
ous in large or small quantities, except when- used to cor- 
rect a greater evil, and total abstinence with them is better 
than temperance. The same is often true with alcoholic 
drinks. Still there are numerous cases where a temperate 
use of them is beneficial. Mutton, beef, and pork are often 
evils, but that does not argue that it is wrong or sinful to 
make a moderate use of them, ‘Some Liberals are liable to 
extremes—to be very ultra; to look upon a rational and 
temperate use of some articles as almost sinful, and a strict 
abstinence from it asa great virtue. We regard real tem- 
perance as commendable as being an illiberal, ultra ex- 
tremist, 

We are in favor of all sensible people being their own 
judges as to what is proper for them to eat and drink, and 
trust they will be temperate and reasonable in all articles 
they use, What they find to be an injury to them they 
should avoid, and what proves beneficial they should use in 
a temperate manner. They will remember that there are a 
thousand good things which become evils when indulged in 
to excess. Zrue temperance'is what all should practice, and 
not be unreasonable against a temperate use of such things ag 


Rew, PA., Nov. 24, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Many thanks to you and Mr. 
Robert Ingersoll for the education I received from you two 
gentlemen about Infidelity, I had been one of the most 
miserable creatures until my eyes began to be opened 
through the good work that you and Mr. Ingérsoll hav dore 
forme. I would not take a thousand dollars for the knowl- 
edge [ hav received from you two gentlemen. I would be 
very proud to be personally acquainted with both of you. I 
want to try to educate myself, and help to push on the 
cause of humanity. This Christian superstition is worse 
than Southern slavery. I hav read but little of yours or 
Mr. Ingersoll’s works. I want to try and make a new start 
in life. I am 28 years of age, and hav no one to take care of 
but my parents. My kindest regards to you.and Mr. Inger- 
soll. Go. R, BINNING. 


j Burraro, N. Y , Nov, 16, 1880. 
D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: Moet cheertully do Lat once 
respond to the csl] for subscription to Tug TRUTA SEEKER. 
Irealze paper is cash and it costs to do business. Myself 
and dear wife beg to congratulate you zn a pleasant journey 
and safe return. Inclosed please find two dollars to be used 
as directed. Liberals do not hav enough music and attrac- 
tions for the young. Ministers figure on making shows to 
make money and marrriages. The reverend brother gets 
$6,000 a year, and his marriages count $2,000, and funerals 
nearly as much, Oh, the religious business pays more for 
the least investment of any hobby going. We will again do 
as we did when we saw you had got home again safe, 
rejoice, and we rejoice this was so much pleasanter return 
from Europe than from Albany. Many times our hearts 
trembled for fear you might not come out. Now, with 
your trip, etc., we hope for a happy future for you in your 

labors for tae right. With kindest wishes, 

Yours, B. B. Bancrort, 

Truxton, N. Y., Nov. 22, 1880. 
FargzND BENNETT: I, for one, welcome you home, and 
am glad that you returned to Tam TRUTH SEEKER office, 
and hope you will long liv and enjoy yourself, | Inclosed 
you will find two dollars, to be used as per directions. It is 
not much, but every little helps in time of need. I am 
going to take THE Truro SEEKER as long as I like it and 

am able to pay for it. JouN DEAN, 


KALAMAZOO, Mrcn., Nov. 23, 1880. 
FnaANEKFORT, Mica., Nov. 22,1880. | To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: 1l hav 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir; I am taking, and hav been for | followed you to Brussels, and been with you on your jour- 
some time, your valuable paper, and I want it continued, | ney as far as my circumstances would permit. Thav been 
You may be assured that you and the cause of truth you | yery much interested in your descriptions of those old 
geek to assert and hav the courage to maintain and uphold | cathedrals, and hav repeatedly asked myself this question, 
has many earnest supporters even in northern Michigay, and | Now, with all these reminders on every hand, will those 
the number is constantly increasing here as every where else. | religious rites and ceremonies ever cease? It seems to me 
We hav traced with pleasure your course from the foul] nothing short of destroying them and putting them out of 
prison to sunny Italy and home again, and now it is our|sight of the people will ever do so. These objects con- 
prayer that you may be spared many years to assist in her-istantly before them lull them into quiet repose, and they 
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will not seek out the corner-stone on which this stu pen- 
dous fraud rests. I am often led to say ** that this Christian 
religion is one of the most gigantic humbugs ever foisted 
upon poor, weak humanity,” and I sincerely believe it, 
Nothing, it seems, could hav the same effect upon the mind 
and to so successfully bind it down as this very thing, I 
am very glad that I read Thomas Paine's ‘‘Age of Reason," 
That was my first step toward becoming a Freethinker and 
a free man.. I must express my gratitude to him by saying 
that I think there is none better or greater than he. Now 
we are liberal:zed and can think for ourselvs, and Liberal- 
ism individual'zes us, and we feel quite content although 
alive and no society to attend, but 1 wish we had one, 
E Yours truly, James S. BEDEL, 


RO GRANBY, CAN., Nov. 25, 1880. 

D. M, BENNETT. Dear Sir: I hope you will not make an 
appeal in vain. Your friends must stand by you. I only 
wish I.could giv you more help. Count me one of them, as 
I bav been Working hard in this section for ycur paper and 
principles I distribute every paper I get to those whom I 
think will take it, but these rascally ministers hav spies 
amongst the womankind, and when they find sny one wiih 
a copy they take it on pretense of reading it and substitute 
B. V. Leech, D. D.’s ** magnificent" ** Reply to Ingersoll.” It 
vexed me s? much that I determined to go for them. I 
silenced the Rev. Mr, Brand, of Shi fford, Vt , a Baptist, and 
also broke up his congregation. Last week his effects were 
sold at auction, and he has gone to pastures new. I hav been 
preaching for almost ten years here, hence the support I got 
trom the people. Then I had a controversy in our local 
paper, the editor being a Freethinker. This was also 
stopped by the ministers of every denomination combined, 
and old bigots mostly from the Methodist school. Iam now 
putting through the press a pamphlet answering a Rev. gen- 
tlemap, Thomas Ranes, of West Stefford, also the Rev. Mr. 
Hazelain, Mansonville, and Leech, D.D., LL.D., as his 
* magni(icent reply " has beea distributed to al! the faithful, 
purchased at the shepherd's expense. I put in a small para- 
graph advising all friends of Freethcught to subscribe to 
THE TRUTH SEEREB. When it comes out I will forward 
you a copy. . 

Iam glad you hav returned safe and sound, and hope you 
enjoyed your trip.lookiug on our antiquated brethren across 
ihe waters. Yours truly, Dr, A. A, GILMOUR. 


BERLIN, N. J., Nov. 24, 1880 

FnigND BENNETT : You hav returned to your family and 
friends safe aud sound, but your letters, like Gilpin’s hat 
and wig, are following you, and by the time we get through 
with them I think we shall all get our fill of information 
about churches, cathedrals, sltars, gods, images, idols, 
stained glass, priests, hypocrits, and all the rest of the 

ious mockery, and sick of thinking of the immense sum 
spent for such nonsense that might be devoted to ameliorating 
the condition of suffering humanity, and we shall feel more 
earnest than ever for you to hurry up à Jaw for the taxing 
ef church property. If all the churches were taxed like 
other property there would not be so many of the useless 
pagodas built. Every little villageinthe land must hav two 
or more churches, when if the people had half as much hu- 
manity as they pretend they could all worship together in 
one and save the expense of the other for useful purposes. 

Then again in the large cities the rage for costly churches 
is increasing. it is now becoming common to build 
churches costing one hundred thousand dollars. A tex on 
them would check this extravagance, and there would be 
something left to aid the poor ; so I hope you will work in 
earnest to hav the churches taxed. Though they call them 
God's holy temples, they expect men to protect them. If 
they are destroyed by mobs they expect tax-payers to pay 
for them. Then let them be texed, in return for this pro- 

- tection, like other property. 
Success to you ia every good work ! 


Yours, J. HACKER. 


BELLEVUE, Iowa, Nov. 23, 1880. 
Eprror TRUTH SEEKER. Dear Sir: Guttenburgh, situate 
on the west bank of the Mississippi, iv the state of Iowa, 
contains about one thousand inhabitants, one Lutheran 
church, one Catholic church, one Cathol c priest, five sis- 
tera of charity snd a'tenpin alley—all belonging to the 
Catholic church—all exempt from taxation, as church prop- 
erty. There are in the town twenty-seven saloons. Whether 
&ny of those are church property 18 not publicly known, but 
most of their patrons, A8 well as their managers, are mem- 
bers in good standing, There is not a newspaper, fire engine, 
bank, nor advocate of the platform of the Nattonal Green- 
back-Labor princip'e. A more blissful community can 
scarcely be found 1n any town of such sz» in the territory 

designated as the Solid North. OBSERVER. 


Wapakoneta, OBI». 
D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: Inclosed piosse find one dol- 
lar, for which please giv me credit on your books, I like 
your paper very much, and am tond of reading it. I agree 
with ita sentiments on orthodoxy. I will admit that one 
year ago 1 was as orthodox as any man in the. Uaited States. 
I did not know that there was such a publication in the 
world as a radical paper till last winter, when I met Dr. 
C. E. Beardsley of Ottawa. He gave me a copy of your 
paper, and I hav been a subscriber since Jast March. 1 
must say that since I hav been reading Tux TRUTH BEEKER 
I hav become a full-grown Liberal. The Liberal cause is 
very ünpopular, I find, in this part of the country, on ec 
count of the ignorance of the people on the subject, They 
hav never thought the matter over, They never study the 
matter contained in the old Jewish book, or think what a 
gross fraud has beea palmed off on ignorant people and 
humanity in general by priests and religious teachers, in 

the name of Jesus. W. H. H. WILLIAMS. 


So. WExMovTH, Nov. 24, 1880. 
Dear Sir: Inclosed find two dollars for 
l hav enjoyed your letters very 

letter writer. 

Very re: pectfully, Mrs. R. G. TISDALE. 

Mourne, Micu., Nov. 15, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Allow me, one of your read- 
ere, to congratulate you on your safe return to & happy 
home and circle of friends, I would like to say just here 
that your letters from Europe hav been, and continue to be, 
a rich intellectual repast worth more than the cost of the 
paper in forming just views of what man now i8, and what 
he has been in the gloomy past, forgotten ages, Though 1 
do not claim to be a paying subscriber, I inclose one dollar 
as a token of appreciation of the labor, intellectual ead 
physical, mquired to publish so Valuable and literary a 


ga "tbe T. 8. of October 391 appears an article entitled 


1, M. BENNETT, 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER. i 
wich, Truly you are the champion 


“ Buperstition,” signed by David Bruce. Diffidence leads 
me to hope that some abler pen may do more ample justice 
to what appears as errors in the above article. The writer 
sets out by saying that superstition is boldly denounced 
by the wholesale by our most astute aticklers for science 
without pausing to understand its true basis. Then 
fellows a oissertatien or so:t of apclogy for superstition, 
which, without assenting to or dieproving, he would seew- 
inely use as a soft plaster or sugar teat, to tempt poor, 
afl cted mortals to try to prolong a miserable existence. 

He says that the ‘‘ expectation of immortality is innate,” 
and that the idea of annihilation arises from “disgust " of 
priestcraft. I confes3 my view is very different. Locke's 
essays on human understanding teaches that an innate idea 
can stand of itself—self evident—as, ‘‘I exist.” This phase 
of knowledge is taught to be of the highest grade; far above 
the debatable theme of immortality. I do not controvert 
David's train cf thought, wherein he shows how the savage 
is led to adopt superstition, but dissent as to his most cul- 
tured civilian, and would cffer himself asa live specimen of 
brains and benefits of mental cultivation—and allow “ edu- 
cated ” to take the place of ** innate." : 


In his eloquent paragraph upon humanity occurs the 
words, ** Suffocate itself in the fumes of the scientist’s cru- 
cible." Do such fumes hav a svffocating effect? A very 
queer proposition when the splendid prizes gained by science 
are the glory of succeeding years, 

As for friend David's speaking for ‘‘ logical minds having 
an outgrowth of annihilation,” I acknowledge that the idea 
of annihilation is utterly illogical and unphilosophical to 
my view. What are mortals but a comp'ement of atoms— 
a quota of physical (solid and muscular), intellectual, volun- 
iary and involuntary (brains) mechanical, involuntary 
(vital) forces ? These form a human body. Do we not see 
it begin in weakness, culminate in strength, and then decline 
till in helpless dotage ? Has not the intellectual light been 
80 completely obliterated that a human may not only forget 
friends, but even its name ? The animal machine still run- 
ning in order ? How is that for immortal? Assuming to 
himself to spesk for the philanthropist and philosopher, he 
rejoice8 at the '* onward march of Liberalism,” but cannot 
hold that *'Liberal" a humanitarian who teaches eternal 
sleep after death. Is it philosophy to teach a baseless dream 
of future happiness to grown-up mortals to help them to 
endure zrief—as we giv candy to children to stop their cry- 
ing? For one I hold it to be a free privilege and option for 
every competent mind to coasider and balance for them 
gelves, whether life's joys and benefits are worth the cost or 
not. Let the unknowable take care of itself, 

Most righteous maxim to obey— 
Pian well, think right, and reap 
Success and pleasure. Life [s play. 
And death a dreamless sleep. 
FRANKLIN PECK. 


Buxton, Miczg., Nov. 22, 1880. 

DEAR BROTHER BENNETT: I trust you may reach a point 
ere long where the storm and tempest will not rage about 
you with the fury of past years, but liv ard work where the 
sunshine of peace and prosperity may enable you to pursue 
the even tenor of your chosen way to the setting sun of 
life's eventful journey, and pass you on to the sweet sum- 
mer land of our spirit home ''over there." God and the 
good argels guide you ever, Fraternally thine, 
SCAN SEI Ta hes or S Stn : -D. Hiegiz, M. D. - 


PALMYBA, N. Y., Nov. 22, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed I send four dollars, 
three due on the psper and one to apply on ihs next year. 
The mammonites hav got us, which is the reason of my 
seeming neglect, as is probably the case with hundreds of 
your subscribers. I congratulate you on your deserved. va- 
cation and safe return. Yu.ur letters are very instructiv, 
and seem to make us almost present with you. I hope they 
will bear good fruit. I hope your life may last to see it, I 
am sure your courage wil] not fail. I believe that we will 
not let the brave, fair-dealing, earnest TRUTH BEEKER 

weaken for lack of its just dues. Henry M. Norta. 


BELVIDERE, ILL., Nov. 13, 1880. 
To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: 


Should a seeker for truth endeavor to find 

A cause for the ills that are cursing mankind, 
And seek for the cause of the first cause of evil, 
Or why God made a hell or created a devil; 

It his questions by all are laid on the shelf, 

He had better then goto the devil himself. 
Yes, It from all sources he get no reply, 

Let him go to the devil and ask him why. 


But in seeking for truth it is nothing but clvil 

To apply to the Lord as well as the devil. 

Go to him, ye seeker; let truth make you brave, 

But you’ll find that the Lord is as mute as the grave, 
Then inquire of bis priests and see if they can 

Giv a cause for the ills that fall upon man. 

They will roll up their eyes and dodge it most sly, 
So then go to the devil and ask him why. 


Now some may say it is very unelvll 

To tell anybody to go to the devil; 

Yet 'tis honest to giv to the devi) bis due. 

And notbing but right his case to review; 

And that man is but a coward, forsooth, 

Who'd be scared by the devil from seeking the truth. 
So you must, if you wish those things to untie, 

Go atraight to the devil and ask him why. 


The scriptures inform us that after the fall 

The devil was doomed on his belly to crawl, 

But as further we read in that book, we find out 
He was up on his legs and walking about. 

And John. among others. writes wonderful things 
How the devil was once ornamented with wings. 
How he improved so you better apply 

To the devil himself and ask him why. 


may not be as black as he's painted. 
Ace nay be worse who in Church hav been fainted. 
By his power no martyrs in bonfires hav glowed, 
While for God and his cauee blood in rivers has flowed. 
So hear him ere judging which side to believe, 
Nor heed those who say he will only decelve. 
For the Bible shows Dlainly he ne’er told a lie, 
So goto the devil and question him why. 


What, go to thedevil? Then where does he dwell? 

His present headquarters. priests tell us, is hell. 

Where in hell istne devil? You’rein the same plight, 

For science has wafted them both ont of sight. 

With hell-fire extinguished and old Satan de: d. 

Our only resort for an answer is fled, 

And into first causes ‘tis useless to pry, 

Or to go to the devil to question him why. 
: : RosERnT BWAIL. 


Recarster, N. Y., Nov. 17, 1880. 
DEAR Mr. BENNETT : Please accept my congratulations 
for your safe return to home, friends, and my best wishes 
tor your future prosperity. In your abrence you must hav 
enjoyed yourself very much, and you 1 8v also given your 
readers much pleasure, as well as instric:ioa, by ycur let- 
ters, Iul} of interest congerning people and things over the 


sea. We also hav had things of interest on this side of 
the water, among which may be mentioned the Freethink- 
ers’ Annual Convention, held at Hornellsville, and the 
Fourth Congress of the National Liberal League, held at 
Chicago two weeks later, and now the morning paper brings 
the notice of a meeting yesterday for the recularization of 
the government, held in the same city. 


I suppose we, the members of the old National Liberal 
Lesgue, ought to congratulate ourselvs upon the fact that so 
much of our work will now be done in a wise and judicious 
manner, - 34 

We were told in Ohicago by Col. Ingersoll and H. L. 
Green that a society divested of the objectionable zeus of 
which some of us are accused would bring to its aid thou- 
sands of ehurch-members and other respectables that would 
goon complete the work. Of course this new society, in its 
formation, must hav been exceptionably respectable, a8 not 
a woman's name was on the call. I hav such a respect for 
Mother Nature that Iam apt to think her ways respecta- 
ble, and she quite often does her work by combining the 
mate and female, but the ecriptural saying, '' By their fruits 
ye shall know them,” is a good criterion. I will try to wait 
in patience, and hope that this pew departure shall do all it 
promises. Surely none of our L'beral Leagues will take 
pattern by Mr. H. L. Green and accuse our old and tried 
friends of *‘ licentious and obscene teaching " because lhey 
shall not be able to vote against conscience. : 

Ihav not been home since the Horne!lsville meeting, but 
hav been visiting my friend Amy Post in Rochester; and, 
added to that pleasure, hav listened to Mrs, Colby and 
Smith, who hav been speaking and singing for the Spirite 
ualists in this city. 

I hav no hesitation in pronouncing Mrs. Colby the ablest 
speaker on that platform. She is certainly a most wondcr- 
ful woman in every respect, and the New York Liberalisis 
would, I am sure, be benefited by hearing her a time. Mrs. 
Smith is also in every respect, I think, a charming woman. 

Mrs. Post, who is President of the Lergue hee, wishos 
me to say the copies of Man came duly to hand, and we 
hope the circulation of them may be a benefit to all. 

When I go home I kope to resuscitate into action our 
League in Syracuse. We are weak there. Some of our 
members hav left the city, and others hav gone into the 
Republican party. : 

With kind love to Mrs Bennett, I am truly yours for 
the mental and physical freedom of all peop'e, 

; Lucy N. COLMAN. 


New ALBANY, IND, N v, 15, 1880 

Mz. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Permit me to say that 
your trip through Germany was very interestinr reading. 
Yeurs, P. Brust. 


Lapoa@a, IND, N v 17, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, My Dear Old Infidel: Allow me to ten- 
der my congratulations on your return home from au ex- 
tensiv and arduous European trip. I only regret that one 
80 devoted to the inspection of fiae God-houses ag you seem 
to hav been while on the continent should not hav gone on 
when so near and made a survey of the neighborhood aud 
farm where God was born and raised—the Holy Land— 
where, according to all accounts, sacred (40 to ep2ult) and 
profane, there has been more unholiness than in uny other 
spot on earth, not excepting the wilderness of sin. But L 
hope we can soon compete with It successfully for the bolt; 
at least since we hav stolen a President not elected, so as to 
inshrine Methodism ii the White House, and elected a 
bribe-taker as President of this devout Christian Nation 
(with a capital ZV), I think we are mtking rapid strides 
toward it, As soon as the Campbcliite preacher gets his 
cherished Alex. Hamilton government estublished on the 
ruins of this United States government, there is no doubt in 
my mind that we can see plenty of immense cathedrals and 
saints Without going to Europe for them. But enough of 
that while I tell you something that you would sooner hear, 
viz, that inclosed you will find six dollars—three for my 
paper and three for that of a neighbor. 

lam yours in the cause of truth, M M. HENRY. 


Orxaon, Mo., Nov. 18, 1880. 

Eprrog or Tug TRorH BERKER: Glad you are back, I 
hope you will carry out your idea of publishing some one 
ortwo ofthe most lively, sarcastic works of Voltaire on 
theology. lt is so delightful to read the thoughts of a really 
great, progressiv mind—there is so much stuff printed now- 
adays it is a relief. 

By the way, the remarks of a correspondent in a recent 
TRUTH SEEKER on Taylor and his ‘' Diegesis” are very just. 
I hav long thought we do not giv to that man's memory tbe 
veneration it deserves. He struck out a path quite new. 
No educated man who believes in Christianity cau resd 
his Diegesis without being convinced of the falscness cf relig- 
ion. lam giad some one has called attention so publiciy to 
Diegesis. 

Do giv us something from Vultaire, The difficulty is to 
get a good translator. I believe women excel as translators, 
being more receptiv they seem to get right isto the authoi's 
shoes, as it were. Some woman practiced in trenslation 
could giv us Voltaire in Eaglish, I think I know one who 
could do it for you if you hav any d flloal y. At least a few 
pages might be tried, If you are not careful in this you will 
giv us Voltaire's ideas minus his spirit; his thoughts in an- 
other's garb. 

The statement that it has taken five hundred years to build 
the Cathedral of Milan—not yet complete]—:eminds me to 
propose a question that, if answered correctly, may giv us 
proof positiv that man was a builder of temples over six 
thousand years ago. If it has tikon five hundred years to 
complete a temple on the surface of the earth, whore thou» - 
sands of workmen can be employed simultancously, how 
long would it take to carve a temple 60x180 feet, three stories 
higb, out of the solid granit rock, with aisles, galleries, 
stairs, balconies, windows, columns, statuary; every equare 
inch of the walls elaborately carved and ornamented by the 
graver'a tool?  Eatrance by a carved doorway is firat made 
and then an area twenty feet wide, three stories high, leav- 
ing a solid block of crystallized rock, say 60x180 and three 
stories high, out of which the temple isto be carved. It ia 
evident that but two or three men can begin to work, ard 
until the area is finished but few mcre. Al-othstatnotime 
can very many beemployed. Very well. Now, these tem- 
ples at Ellors, India, would make severe! temples of the sizs 
spoken of. How long willit take to do the woik. Let ua 
hay some carver of granit to make an estimate. Lately I 
saw a good workman a whole day on two or three lettera on 
a granit monument, aod the idea occurred to me to inquire 
sometime who will figure it out. Hou, 
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Now. 


Arise! for the day is passing, 
While you lis dreaming en; 

Your brothers are cased in armor. 
And forth in the fight hav gone; 

Your place in the ranks awaits you; 
Each man hasa part to play; 

The past and the future are nothing 
In the face of the stern to-day. 


Arise from your dreams of the future— 
Of gaining a hard-fought fleld; 
Of s'orming the airy fortress ; 
Of bidding the giant yleld; 
Your future has deeds of glory, 
Oi honor (God grant it may)! 
But your arm will never be stronger, 
Or needed as now—to-day. = 


Arise! if the past detain you. 
Her sunshine and storms forget; 

No chains 80 unworthy to hold you 
As those of a vain regret. 

Bad or bright, she is lifeless as ever; 
Cast her phantom arms away, 

Nor look back save to learn the lesso1 
Ofa nobler strife to-day. 


Arise! forthe honr is passing; 
The sound that you dimly hear. 
Is your enemy marching to battle. 
Riee! rise! for the foe is here! 
B:ay not to brigh’en your weapons, 

Or the hour will strike at last; 
Or from dreams of a coming battle, 
You will waken and find it past. 


Man. 


BY CHARLES BRADLEY. 


Os homini sublime didit; ccelum tueri 
Jussit, et erectos ad sidera tollere vultus, 
— Ovid. 
To man eublime, to face the sky 
And read the stars was given command; 
Therefore let superstition di» 
And no more heaven withstand. 


He was old. 

He was bold, 

I was told, 

And lived by the sea, 

And the rolling of the waves, 
And the stars, 

And the graves, 

Made him free. 


Where’er. in earth or sky, 

His steadfast soul could fiy. 
Well learned had he this lore, 
Which, in his heart, he took 

As the channel takes the brook, 
Man is ever man. 

Never more. 


In name of every star 
Which from heaven so far 
ima the changeless law that rules the 
BKy, 
He left these words to tell 
To man—whom he wished well— 
Of him when he should dle: 


"Iawoke,andthrough my cabin’s open roof, 
True to his watch, great Aldebaran shone, 
I slept, secure in this eternal proof. 
The Almighty Father leaves me not alone." 


M re 
Church and State; or the Rector’s 
Creed. 


The following 82ng was written by the Rev. 
Mr. Porter, of Greyabbsy, who was convicted 
on a charge of treason, and executed in front 
of his manse, in the year 1798 The olergyman 
referred to was the R v, Jobn Cleeland, who 
made himself conspicuous in prosecuting all 
persons Buspec‘ed of holding advanced politi- 
cal opinions. He admitted in cross-¢xamina- 
tion in Dowuparick Courthouse when giving 
evidence agaiost some po'i ical privoners, that 
he had packed ths jury vana, an for this ser- 
vica was complimented by the crown prose- 
eutor. 


A rector am I, do ycu mird what I Bay? 
In the church every Sunday I preach and I 
pray. l 
With my black coat anj cravat so whi:e. 


Ya men of my parish, I pray you take heed. homas Patne. a B Abbot, i 
Til I giv you a sketch of my time-serviog Palne’s Monument. en dell Paiitipa, 
ereed— yoltairo, moron. 
My crevd it is—zash; and my stipend, salvation, | Rousseau, arrison. 
For which I'd destroyall the swine in the na- Rambo! ldt, poar Sorgh. 
Hon. with my bl k je SÉ To 
my black coat, eto. ug, Comte, . P. Andrews, 
bon Beine, Walt Whitman. 
I balieve in my church, I believe in my manse, | Alex. Pope, Froude, 
I bolicvo that religion is alla romaree, John Milton, Max Muller, 
With my blask coat, ete. Goldemith, Warren (ese, 
I believe that the only two comforts of life Byron Wa, Denton, 
Are counting my stipend and kissing my wife; | Burns, Dr. Slade 
I betieve that the people were born to be slaves, | Washington, . Davis. 
To E pilfered and plundered by us artful Franklin, H M Peebles 
naves As Ian 7 
i Wrigh 
Wi h our black coats, ete. John Adams, EY Wilson” i 
I belleve that my head is the storehouse of Madison, gr Benderson, 
sen’ e, Lincoln, Fred Douglas, 
From which the puro gospel I freely dispense, | Lincoln’s Monument. N. P. Banks, 
Wi:h my black Gerrit Smith , V, Nasby, 
ZMROK GORN Ote: Henry O. Wright eccher 
As it was forbid by an ancient divine ju ers "fion, ' 
To throw precious pearls to ignorant swine, Sumner, Moulton, 
Complying with this, my ambition should be | Edgar A. Poe. G. W. Curtis, 
To Kew them still bond slaves, ourselvs being Greeley. Th Nash otk 
ree L thos a 
’ 7 , A. Dang, 
With our black coats, etc. Tenn nn Phosbe ‘Garey. 
I believa that our brethren all think me sincere, Fadel. ljoe ( t i 
For at church every Sanday I read a long Bus am Busan B. 5; pronto = 
prayer. Proctor, Lucy Stone, 
In my black coat. etc, Draper, Julia Yard Howe, 
And if they want grunting, lll make the house | Bradlaugh, ghas, honey. 
ring. ngersoli ary F, Davis 
For at grunting they know me to be just the | Underwood. Emma 4H, Britten 
thing: endum, Lizzie Fowler, 
Il sigh and I'll groan, turn my eyes up to tU. Mrs. Blenkor. on 
heaven, Dr. Hare D. M. Bennet 
For no other reason than the tsthe that is | Judga J, W. Edwards. W. 8, Bell. 
sive Hea a Ee ea 
P rs. a 2 De . 
Te buy black coats, ete, Dr ary e Walker esu K. Butta, 
&nd now my dear friends, for iha sake of con- | (full Geure), see aT OB Oly 
BWEM EE Et gage Teale, Keeser Graves, 


I'l end my discourse with a word of reflection; 
With my black coat, ete. 

| To belleve as the great folke, for better. for 

\ Worse, 

‘Is the only true method of filling the purse; 
Which method I'll follow in spite of detraction; 
Im Puro of my pay While the court has protec- 

tion 
From the black coate, ete. 


I’m resolved my opinion shall be the same still 


With the court. whilst in power, let them be 
what they will— 
With my black coat, ete. 
Should they become Jaws, I would join them 
in that, 
My faith in religion Y'd throw to the eat; 
For m ereeditis—cash: and my stipend, salva- 
tion, 
For which I'd destroy all the swine in the na- 
tion, 
With my black coat, ete. 


THE BEST PAPER! TRY IT! 36TH YEAR! 
BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED. 
THE SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN. 


The Scientific Amrrican is a first-class 
weekly newspaper of sixteen pages, prin ed in 
the mest beautiful style, profusely illustrated 
with splendid engravings, representing the new- 
est inventions and the most recent advances in 
the arte and eciences. including new and inter- 
esting facts in agriculture, horticulture, the 
home, health, medical progress, social science. 
natural histo: y. geology, astronomy. The most 
valuable practical pap-rs. by eminent writers 
in all departments of science, will be found in 
tbe Scientific American. 

T.rme, $340 per year, $1.60 half year, which 
includes postage, Discount to agents. Single 
copies, tan cents. Sold bv atl newsdealers, Re- 
mit by nostal order to MUNN & CO., publishers, 
37 Park Row, New York. . E : 

PATENTS,—In connection with the Sct- 
entific American, Messrs. Munn & Co. are so- 
Jiel:ors of American and Foreign patents, hav 
had 35 years’ experience, and now bay the 
largest establishment in the world. Patents are 
obtained on the best terms. A special notice 1: 
made in the Scientific American of all inyen- 
tions patented through tbis agency, with the 
name and residence of the patentee. By the 
immense circulation thua given, public atten. 
tion la directed to the merits of the new patent. 
and sales or introduction often easily effscted. 

Any person who has made a new discovery or 
Invention ean ascertain, free of charge. whether 
a patent ean probably be obtained by writing to 
Munn &Co. We also send free our handbook 
about tne patent laws, patente, caveats, trade- 
marks. their costs, and how procured, with 
hints for procuring advances on inventione. 
Addr?ss, fortha paper or concerning patenta, 
MUNN & CO.. 37 Park Row, New York. Branch 
Office. cor, F & Tih 8te., Washington, D. C. 


George Chainey’s 


FOUNDATION STONES 


OF THE 
CHURCH OF THE UNITY, 
EVANSVILLE, INDIANA. 
And the foundations of the wall of 


close application to 


tional Medical Association, 


* THE 
Anonymous Hypothesis 


Creation. 


Account. 
BY JAMES J. FUENISS. 


Cloth; price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth St.. N. Y. 


$5'to $20 t dexet home Smp Mh 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. | 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 


Author of “ The Iliad of the East," '* Xavier : 


and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
beck and side stamps; 12mo, 
i - 404 pp., $1.25. 


The characters are Bet before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.— Pall Mall Gazette, 

Power. eloquence, and originality character- 
ize * Nathaniel Vaughan " to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels.—Jilustrated Lon- 


ews, . 
An in@ependent and, respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Elliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition. 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
truded, on the canvas.— Wesiminster Review. 


D. M. BENNETT. Publisher, 141 Eighth Bt.. N.Y 


HE untold miseries that re- 
sult from indiseretlon in 


KNOW THYSELF! 


` early life may be alleviated 
| andcured, Those who doubt 
D thisassertion should purchase 
the new medicai_work n 
lished by the PEABODY 
»IOAL INSTITUTE, Boston, 
M i9oantltled The Science of Life; 
f ; ZA or, Seit Preservation. Ex- 
hausted vl:ality nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 

usiness, may be restored 
and mankood regained. 


' 
i D 


Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, - 
just published. 


Tt is a standard medical work, 
the best in the 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded a gold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
It contains beauti- 
ful and very expensive engravings. Threo 


hundred pages, more than fifty val able pre- ` 
scriptions forall forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 


‘en times the price ofthe book. Bound in French 
orice only $1, sent by mail post-paid. 


loth : l 
: The London ‘Lancet says: “No person should 
be without this valuable book, 
noble benefastor.” 


e author isa 
An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 


the city were garnished uith all manner E -D., President of the Nation- 
of precious stones.—Rev. xxi, 19. al, Medical, Astocioti d Re l 

Eor mogep ot feith let gregeten plagis bt = | Boston: itas, tho ambos — HEAL 
aen and rone datorn ionala > | easeoreguiriog sklando THYSELF 
All must ba fa/se'hat thwartthisone great end; | perience, 


And all of God that bless mankind, or mend, 
—Pope, 
Price 75 cents, Cloth. 


For sale st TRUTH SEEKER Cfiice, 141 Eighth 
street, Naw York. 


MACHINERY, 


Hand, Foot and Power Presses, Die Work of all kinde, 
Perforating Dies & Specialty. 


E. B. STIMPSON, 91 Spruce St. N: Re 


Jane 


LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


$5.00. 


Conclusions 


Superstition in all Ages.. 


By JOHN MESLIER. 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Brrepigny and But in ampagne, France, 
wholly Wanted religious dogmas, and lett as his 
"Last Willand Testament? to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled '" Oom- 
mon Sense.” 

This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses, The following 
Is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


.  NewBurrport Mass.. Sept. 23, 1878, 
To Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam: 

The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
3entury produced. Thomas Paine’s "Age 
of Reason "is mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire’s “Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
tourth-proof brandy. You hav done a virtuous 
znd humane act in translating his book so well. 

JAMES PARTON. 

Price. clotb, $7.50; paper, $1.40, 

D. V, BENNET?” 14, Eighth Rt. N. Y. 


THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


A collection of songs by Whittier, Longfellow, 
Bryant. Tennyson, and otbers, set to famillar 
‘unex. Designed for Liberal Leagnes and other 
meetings. and in Liberal homes, Compiled anA 
-dited by Eliza Boardman Burnz P, ice, half 
bound and on heavy paper, 25 cents ; one hnn- 
ired copies, $15.00; fifty, $8.00: twenty-five 
Paner covers, 15 Gents; one hundred 
q mles, $10.00; fifty, $5.00; twenty-five copies, 
sent to prepay postage on all wholesale orders, 
Address all orders to D. M. BENNETT. 


141 Elghth street, Naw York. 


Was Christ a God? 


| Drawn from 
Apostolic Writings. 
BY F. MENSIGA. 


-ConTENTS.— Questionable Dogmas, Supersti- 
tion and Religion the Appearance of Darie 
the Lite of Oniist, Comments and Explanations 
of Jade, James, John, Peter, Paul (all his epis- 
tles), Acts, the Four Gospels, Revela ione, a 
Summary, Erroneous Theorles of Delty Henv- 
en. Devil. Hell, the Author's Iotuitlons, Evolu- 
tien of Hec A Work of strength and merit. 

n octavo volume of 253 pages. Price, $1.50, 

Bold at thís office, tee Ste 


$72 8E a SS er ados 


* 


A brief Review of the s0-cailed Mosaic 


English language, written by a; 


Two cents: per copy addi lonal must be ' 


WHY DON'T GOD KILL 


THE DEVIL? 


A serles,of Essays dedicated to the Bt. Johns 
\ (Mich.) School Board. 


BY M. BABCOCK. 
Price, 95 cents. Forsale at this office, 


a week in your own town. Terms and $5 
$66 Outfit freo. H. Hallett & Oo., Portland, Me 


* SUPERSTITION; 


THE RELIGION OF 
* Believe or be Damned." 


i OPEN LETTER TO THE 


ST. JOHNS SCHOOL BOARD 
BY . Loir 
M. BABCOCK, 


schools; the God that" overshado 
the God that’s wanted in the Oonatitution; the 
gentleman that owns some three biliton dollars’ 
worth of untaxed church property; the ''80- 
help«me? God that mukes a lle the truth in 
court; the God that governors besought to stop 


the yellow fever, which he didn't do. e ple- 
ture is worth the prire of the hook, Price, 25 
cents. For saleby D. M 


» BE 
141 Eighcn sir-et, New York. 


! 
| LADIES!! 
| 


“ BALEM, OR.. July 17, 1880, 

" B. H. Preston, Dear Sir: Please rend me by 
express, O, O. D.,*o Portland, Or., $100,00 (one 
hundred dollars) worth of that * Comstock ” 
Syringe. I mean business. 

“Dz. Many SoLaNnDER,” 


| Only sixteen had been gold when 
COMSTOOK 


set out to suppress it. Now orders come as 
above. Grand jnrymen buy it for their wives. 
It is SIMPLE, Sarg, INFALLIBLY RELIABLE, nec- 
essary to HEALTH and personal purity, and is 
pronounced by patients and physicians to be 
the greatest : 


GODSEND TO THE BEX 
xotten up in this generation, Sent securely 
boxed, with private instructions for special use. 
Confidential terms to agents. Prica $10 00. 
Address 8AM. H, PRESTON, 
tf32 209 West 34ih st., New York. 


E MISTAKES OF MOSES” 


| ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
Clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
rine Containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price 


This book contains the prinsipal points that 
Mr. Ingerso!] has mado against the P.-ntateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject. The pam- 

hlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
neorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 
Only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and Bored invo pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic. inimitable in its stvle. and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, aud pathos, 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILLS, 


. Qabinet size, price $2,50. 
: BmallBuets.on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
Wc CM EPI EC 
. admirer o 8 groa 
of Liberty should hav at lea:t one. Aposta 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, 
By Barony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or lar; ES o UN 

Photo or eard Bie lze a ath rite 

Life-size Lithograph, 21297, 
ostage paid. 


5n cente 
e 60 " 


D. M. BENNETT. 
" £ 141 WranmH RT. New York 
WANTED.—An extra farm hand at good 
wages. JOSEPH BOLTON, Lyona. Kan, 847 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


, Second pumber, 870, 


The Tth Seeker, 


Derember 5; 1880. 


283. 


A NEW THEORY 


LIFE AND SPECIES 1 
! ` T GIV3 - 
A NEW IDEA 


As to how life came on this planet. 


Address J. PACKARD 
sar W. Pittsfield, Mass. 


WHO IS READY? 


If there is any truly Liberal woman, in the 
neig' borhood of 40, or less, with some means 
of her own, who desires to engage in Liberal 
and other work, through matrimonial co-ope- 
ration, independent of priests or lawyers, let 
her address IMMORTAL. care TRUTH BEEEER 
office, 1418 h st. New York,  . 4 


Ruptures Cured 


B; mv Medics! Compound and 
Rubber Elastic Appliance in 30 
days. Rulabe reference given. Bend stamp 
for Circular. ‘ee : 
& > 
mea n iren W. A COLLING 
13 46 BSmi'hvlile. Jefferson Co., N. Y. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment. 

Revised and Enlarged Edition, 


72 pages. Price. 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St.. N. Y. 
ww The Religio- Philosophical Journal pub- 
Hshes and sells an imperfect, disord+:ed, and 
mangled dition. with ai! the typographical 
errors o* the edition of 1°60, from which it was 
pirated hy the le-te S. B. Jones, 


UH « | UNE 

VINELAND, NEW Ju RSEY, 

A regularly educated and legally qualified 
pare A, pad. the most successful, as his 
practice prove, 

Oures al] forms of Private, Chronic, and 
isenses, Spermatorrhea, and 
mpotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years, and 
Other causes, producing some of the fol. 
lowing offects: Norvousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), pimness 
of Sight, Defective memory, Physical Decay. 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Hoclety of Fas 
males, Confusion of fdeas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er,eto, eto,. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor’s latest and greatest medical discovery. 
and Which he has so far prescribed for this 
baneful complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
bad been in the Insane asylums, many had 
Fa Hng- okness— Plte; Dora "pon the yrs 
of consumption ; while others again had be- 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 

Syphilis positively cured and entirely eradi- 
catod from the system. Gonorrhea, Gleet, 
Stricture, Hernia (or Rupture), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, Ail diseases of 
women anok Eo Mi read Uteri, Leucorrhea, 
ete.. treated with equal success. 

Dr, R. P. Fennows has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
&nd In fact had been given un by their physi- 
clans to die; but by the aid of Dr. Fellows’ yal- 
uable discoveries in medicine were restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physiclans that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather the same 
high position, In the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
-and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of tha complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR 
Bent to any address, treating On the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhosa, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magistrate. which 
ts positive and convincing testimony to the 

Dostor’s great skili, PX 
Consultations by letter free and invited, 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential Inclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 


[From the Western Reformer.] 


"DR. R P. FELLOWS 
is a highly educated and scientific physician, 
He has an Original system of practice, and is 
Dee epee E SE UMEN 
attering repor! 
Heard of laannan He pei ta humanity ” 


Philosophy of Spi, 


AND THE 


Pathology and Treatment of $% 


Mediomania. 


"WO LECTURES. 
BY 
FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD, 
Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medicat Jurisprudence in the New 
York Fret Medical College 
for Women. 
Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
Maroh 20 and 27, 1874. 
Qigth: price scents, For sale by 


9. M. BENNETT. 16 Blgtth ot, Re Y. 7 


(WHAT IS MONEY? NEW BOOKS ON 


A DEBATE 


BETWEEN 
COL. ROBERT G, INGERSOLL 


AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND, 


Pamphlet form, Price 8 cents. For sale at 
this office. 


Issues of the Age! 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


price, $1.00, 

Everything that we now deem of antiqtity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 
by examples wili at a future period stand as 
precedents.— Tacitus. E 

An admirably written, scholarly volume.—N. 
Y, Graphic. ` 


He presents a safe guide through the bewil- , 


dering labyrinth of scientific. philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces 
thorough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced.—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer epirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought. He has excele 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
piratione.—W. Y. Tribune. ; 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION, 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 


Author of "The Essence of Christianity,” ete 
Translated from the German. 


| Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 
Our polities. our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham, The truth-teller is ilieman- 
nered. therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our agot— Eiriraat 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON. 


| This ig the masterly lecture reprinted in Tug 


| and sh fEKER. It is the best on the publect, 


and shows lIn the clearest manner that t 
tragedy was but the to-be-looked-for. outcome 
of the teaching of the Bible : 


À . M. BENNETT, 
Price 10 cents. wighth Strat N. Y. Clty 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book : 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Jonn T. Penny's " Bix- 
teen Saviors or One," Two hundred 
&nd twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 

Second Edition. | 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of the 
Oincinnatl Gazette, is one of the most learned 
r 
H 


tics, and one of the best historical | 


And Mr.G 
and thoroughl 
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ities, one by one, and arrays thom agalnet ¢ "TAL 
. y " 


ainst him and testify for Mr. Gravee 


the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
tenth both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The, 
, Work comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 
| For saleby D. M. BENNETT. 


THE 


| 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 


OB THE 
Rising and the Waning Faith. 
An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY end the RELIGION 
of HUMANITY, By (QUBTLANDT PALMEB. 
Frigo done, 070 a 


| cal Gun. | 


SALE. 


The following valuable Liberal 
works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
Truth Seeker:” 


Revelations of Antichrist 
OONCEENING 


Christ and Christianity. 


“ANTICHRIST” proves from history that James, 
Kepha ‘Cephas, allas Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Ohristian era, and so did Jesus 
Christ—-indeed, many Christs and many by the 
mo p NE ith a full Ind 

600K contains 446pages. with a full Index 
and table of contents. Price. $2.00, 


ESSAYS ON 


i Mind, Matter, Forces, Theol- 


ogv, eto. 
BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.50. 


This isa collection of Essays reprinted from 

i various journals, They are chiefly intended to 

uphold the theory of the stability of matier 
: and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 78 cents. 


| SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 


Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man. 
Judaism, Etc. . 
BY HALSEY R, STEVENS, 


‘Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50, 


‘Faith and Reason; 
. Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 


A concise account of the Ohriatian religlon 
and all the prominent religions before an 
since Christianity, 


|  ' ' BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12ino, 441 pp., $1.50. 


. e e . 
Positivist Primer: 
i Being a series of familiar conversations on 
: the Religion of Humanity. 
Price, 75 MR eG DAVID, 
THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A Gritical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
T, Prof: 835r of Philosophy at tho Liceo Dante, 
Florence. .Extra cloth, 12m0. 327 pp, $2,00, 


| Through Rome On. 


A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian —— gi 


Experience. 
BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 352 pp. . . $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
2i BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the 
formation of the Christian church. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting: 

BY A. R. COOPER. 
13mo. 48 Dp: paper, 20 cts, ; flexible cloth, 85 cta. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 
BY M. SCHLESINGER, PH.D. 


Rabhi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. : 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments Against Chris- 
tianity 


This is a very valuable and concise work, and 


|The Gods and Religions 
of Ancient and Modern 


. 
E Times. 
In Two Large Octavo Volumes 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
Volume I. treats principally on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume If, givs afull 
description of the Religions of Ancient ard 
Modern Times. An interesting and instruc- 
tiv work. Incloth, $3 per vol. the two vol- 
umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
vol., or $7 for the two volumes. Ia Morocco 
and Gilt Edges, $4 50 per vol., or $8 for the 
two volumes, Sent free of postage. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEOPLE'S EDITION, 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 


Lectures.” 


OoNTENTS.—''The Goda,” "Humboldt." “Thos; 
Paine? “Indivjduality.® ‘Heretics and Hors 
esies.” Price, 50 cents, 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 


5 other Lectures. bar 

ONTENTS.—" The Ghosts,” " erty of Man, 
Woman, and Ohtld Ss Declaration o I dirae 
PR aes (eo Bpogoh g Oce 
Dream.” Price 50° cents,” Soke s 


Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 
Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, by Barony, the 
oelebrated artist of New York, at the following 


Imperial, or large sie8. . .....«.« 40 centa 

Photo, or card $6. ............ 20 conta 

Lnfe-size lithograph, 81x97. ..... 50 cont 

Postage paid. 

Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth St.. New York 


THE 
JAMIBSON-DITZLER DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
PROF. W. F, JAMIESON, 
Of Chicago, Ill., and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D., 
Of Kentueky. 


Held in Kirksville, Mo., during nine evenings 
Synopsis report—officlal, 
This book of 320 pages givs an interesting prea» 


edly be adm !tted by the reader that Prof, W. F 

d to offer. Obris- 

tian readers will take more kindly to a work of 

this kind, giving both sides an equally fair 

chance. than to books on our side only 

"s E paper tovers 50 cents; well bound, 
cents 


WORKINGMEN, READ! 
ALLEGORY. 


UNCLE SAM AND AMERICUS, 


A DIALOG ON 


LAND, LABOR, AND REFORM 
By F. E. BOYD. . 

Outlines of a plan for a new American nw 
tional land and labor co-operativ system, by 
which land and comfortable hem«s may be se 
cured to the poorest ¢lasse3 of every race, with- 
out money or price. with the educational and 
social advantages of modern elvlligvion. Dee 
signed to amelioratetha condition of the struge 
gilng masses; to equalizs population; to pre. 
vent vice, crime. und pauverism; to prevent 
the recurrence of industrial crises and feuda, 
labor riots. and popular insurrections; to ter- 
minate Indian wars; to avold or do away with 
an oligarchy of landlords und capitaliets; and 
to preserve or restore the liber!iss ofthe people 
and therluhts of self-government by bringing 
immediately together the two great elements of 
universal t rogress, land and labor. 

‘The land shel: not bs sold forever; for the 
Jand is mine; for ye are strangers and sojourn. 
ers with me" (L. v. xxv. 23), 

^ Moreover. the profit of the earth is forall” 


(Eccieslastas v, 9), 
Sold at this office. 


Btates in plain and unmistakable language the | — 


reasons why Obristianity is a failure. Price, 50 
cents. 


re PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 


OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH E. PECK, 
Paper, 12mo, 63 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


MARY E. TILLOTSUN’S WORKS, 


Love and Transition. A poem of 
nearly 200 pages. comprising Lilustrated Life 
and Arguments for the Close of the Nineteenth 
Oentury, Price. $100. 

Progress vs. Fashion. Au essay of 
$1 peg-8; on the sanitary und social influence 
of woman's costume. Price, 10 cents. 


Price 10 cents, 
AN OUTLINE 
OF THE 
FRENGH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 


RESULTS. 


BY W. S. BELL. 


There is probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or more imDortant than 
the French Revolution in the last century, and 
Mr. Beli has traced it ably and in av intereatin, 
manner. Every one whoreads it will be pleas 
with it. Price, 25 cents. Send to this office. 


SAMSON : 
A Myth- Storv of the Sun, 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ac- 
cording to the Holy Men 


of Old. 


Tie author of these works finds the Bible 
‘Jargely mythical in its character. He presents 
us a number of copies to be dispored of fn the 
interest of Tou Truru BEEEZR. All who pure 


Woman's Way Out. Opin'one of em- | chase will iberefore aid THE TRUTH S2ngER to 


Juent and, A rii on DM ff oa 

omen's fagLionubla diess. $2 pages, Pice, 
A&Qdress D, M. BENNETT. 

Bem. Agin Tel bia of New York, 


the amount of thely purchase. or add to 
Bennett fund ea they may shoots . 

~ Bamaon, 20 cents: Gospel (f te Eiegjog 
3 volg, aaah, 80 conta OR QUT 


£84 


Che Truth Seeker, Wecember 4, 1880. 


Gems of Thought. 


AvuTHORITY is taken for truth, and not truth 
for authority.—Theodore Parker. - (The Free Re- 
ligious Index has taken as its motto, '' Truth for 
authority, and not authority for truth," and 
givs Lucretia Mott as its author. Is this fair to 
Parker? We protest that it is not.] 


Harry ye gone of busy life 
Who, equal to the bustling strife, 
No other view regard ! 
E'en when the wished end's denied, 
Yet while the busy means are plied 
They bring their own reward, 
— Burns. 


Suog is the well-known story of the birth of 
Jesus, one of the sweetest and most deeply sig- 
nificant of all the legends in the Bibie. That it 
is a legend, without the'smallest historical 
foundation we must, of course. admit; or, if 
we hav any doubt on the snbj3ct. a moment’s 
consideration will remove it.—The Bible for 
Learners. 


Tov of an independent mind, 
With soul resolved, with soul resigned; 
Prepared power’s proudest frowa to brave, 
Who wilt not be nor hav a elave; 
Virtue alone dost thou revere, 
Thy own reproach alone dost fear. 
Approach this shrine and worship here. 

— Burns. 


Targ crude opinions which prevailed twenty 
years ago on the subject of inspiration hav 
been 80 completely abandoned as to be hardiy 
anywhere maintained by scholars. Of the11 000 
English clergymen who set their hands to a 
declaration in favor of these erude notions 
fifteen years ago. probably there are not Afty 
who would do it again,—Dean Stanley. 


PzoPLE are year by year becoming more alive 
to the fast that reason and authority are rad- 
ically opposed; that the conflict between them 
is a life and death struggle; that an absolute 
choice must be made of one or the other, and 
that all attempts at compromise, such as that 
sought by evangelical Protestantism. which, in 
one breath. proclaims the thoroughly rational- 
istic doctrin of the right of private judgment, 
in the next seeks to fetter the free action of the 
human mind by confining it within the shackles 
of iron-bound creeds and confessions of faith, 
made three or four hundred years ago by fal- 
lible mortals like ourselvs, are essentially irra- 
tlonal fand doomed to inevitable failure.—Mod- 
ern Symposium, 


Tuam lover of moral beauty, struggling through 
a world full of sorrow and sin. is surely as 
much the stronger for believing that sooner or 
later a vision of perfect peace and goodness 
will burst upon him. as the toller up a moun- 
tain for the belief that beyond crag and snow 
lie home and rest. For the other side of the 
picture, who shall exaggerate the deadly influ- 
ence on personal morality of those theologies 
which hav represented the deity as vainglori- 
ous, irritable, and revengeful, as & sort of pe- 
dantic drill-sergeant of mankind, to whom no 
valor. no long-tried loyalty could atone for the 
displacement of a button of the uniform or the 
misunderstanding of a paragraph of the “ reg- 
ulations and instructions.”—Huzley. 


As Spiritual things are commonly less at- 
tended to than material, the belief in miracu- 
lous inspiration remains longer in religion 
than insecular affairs. A man would be looked 
onas mad who should claim miraculous in- 
aspiration for nature, as they hav been who de 
nied itin the case of Moses. But no candid 
man Will doubt that, humanly speaking, it was 
a more difficult thing to write the * Principia ” 
than the'' Decalogus.” Man must hava nature 
most sadly anomalous if, unassisted. he 18 able 
to accomplish all the triumphs of modern sei- 
ence, and yet cannot discover the plainest and 
mostimportant principles of religion and mo- 
rality without a miraculous revelation; and 
still more so if, being able to discover, by God's 
natural aid, these chief and most important 
principles, he needs a miraculous revelation to 
disclose minor details,—Theodore Park:r. 


Tur best way to secure & pleasant and happy 
old age is to begin to be happy, useful, and good 
now. Begin to learn much of many things. Bo- 
gin at once to treasure up plearanst thoughts. 
happy memories, and stores of informa‘ion 
on a variety of subjsets. Begin to build a strong 
mind in a healthy body. Begin to sow good 
Beed of noble deeds, so that the harvest will be 
ripening for the autumn time of life. Cast the 
bread.of kind and generous action upon the 
waters, that it may return in the far cff future 
and gladden the quiet serenity of thy golden 
days. when deeds will be few and thoughis only 
will bethine, Cultivate the gracas, the beauties, 
and sweetnesses all along as thou goest, and 
keep on building day by day as strength will 
allow, and no fear but the harvest of old age 
will ba full and complete, sure and satisfactory. 
—E. D, Slenkér. : 


MaTTHEW x, 28-31 and Luke xii, 4-7 Lot us 
pause a moment and think over what we hav 
heard, Will this kind of reasoning hold good? 
Oan we really banish human cares by thinking 
of flowers and birds? Do we think it a lofty 
virtue to be sg» careless of matorial wants, so in- 
different as to worldly goods? Far from it. 
Indeed, such confidence is often put to shame. 
Tois view of human life is altogether one- 
sided. It takes no account of the great and 
certain facts that work, at once a duty and a 
blessing. ig holy in the highest sence; that 
fore:hougbt, not to be confounded with vain 
anxiety. is not a sin but the dictate of a healthy 
eonsolenee ; that the faithful performance of 
the daily duties of our occupation is a great 
part of religion; that we are not only permitted 
but positivly bound to do our best to make our 
way in the world by honest work, and 80 con- 
tribute to the material well-being of society, 
The Bible for Learners, ~] 


Odds and Ends. 


AN old adage reads," 


it lies. 


Mas. PARTINGTON'8 last remak is that Ike has 
bought a horse 80 spirituous that it goes off on 


a. décanter, 


First lady—‘*’Now do come to the house early 
like a good Christian.” Second lady—" Oh, but 
I'm a Jewess.” 


IT is the man whose wife chops wood and 
takes in washing wio invariably. produces the 
best arguments against woman’s rights, 


“I THINK our church will last a good many 
years yət,” sald a waggish deacon to his minis- 
ter; '"Isee the sleepers are very sound.” 


Morner—" Now. Gerty, be a good girl and giv 
aunt Julia a kiss." Gerty—" No! If I kiss her 
she’ box my ears like she did papa's last 
night." g 


Tux Vermont editor who was spilled into the 
snow immediately braced up and wrote his 
aenal political editorial on " Whither are we 
drift in.” 


“ WHETHER I know about the weather," said 
Vennor, “will depend on whether theo weather 
is whatI predict, whether or no.” And it was 
and he did. 


WE hav just read a handkerchicf flirtation 
code, and advise all men desiring to avoid 
breach-of-ptomis suits to wipe thelr mouths 
with their coat-talls,—Ex. 


“ [s your cough any easier ?” sald one of poor 
Hood’s acquaintances, on calling to see how he 
was, ‘It should be," said the wit from his pil- 
low; " I’ve been practicing all night." 


BSOrENOE enumerates 558 species of organic 
forms in the air webreathe. Just think of it! 
Every time you draw in your breath four whole 
zoological gardens slip down your throat. 


" Waart decoration is that you are wearing ?” 
said an Austrian sergeant to & new recruit. 
The man blushed deeply and responded, "It is 
& medal won by our cow at the cattle show.” 


A SPRINGFIELD woman. who was determined 
not to be cheated. made a clerk measure aspool 
of cotton the other day to see if she was getting 
the two hundred yards that belorged to her. 


WHEN &lady by aesidemt discovers that her 
photographer has put her picture in bis show- 
case, she goes home and makes aterribie time 
over it ,but still she doesn’t order it to be taken 
out. 


ONz of the greatest mysteries in the universe | 66, 


is the hole in the heel of a stocking. How it 
gets there no one knows; the need of it no one 
sees; the philosophy of it no one can explain ; 
the logic is. " Darn it.” 


Prope say they shell peas when they unshell 
them, husk corn when they unhusk it, dast 
furniture when they undust it, scale fishes 
when they unscale them, and weed gardens 
when they unweed them. 


Tue editor of a paper in Ohio has had a fine 
shirt collar presented to bim, and is now walt- 
ing for some one to giv him ashirt so that he 
may be able to put the collar to some use, say 
ing that " at present it is a perfect superfluity.” 


PBEFEBRING BAGGLES, 


A well known lady artist, resident in Rome, 
relates that while standing one day near the 
status of Apollo Belvedere. she suddenly became 
aware of the presence of a countrywoman, 
The new-comer. & Well to-do looking American 
woman, introduced herse'f as Mrs. Raggles of 
St. Louis, Mo., and then asked the q'testion: 

“Isthis the Apollo Be’ vedere?” 

Miss H— testified to the identity of the work. 
and the tourist then sald: 

" Considered a great statue?” 

‘Lhe interrogated lady replied that it was gen- 
erally thought to bə one of the masterpieces ol 
the world. 

"Manly beauty and all that sort of thing?" 
asked the lady from the land of the set'ing sun 

” Yes,” responded the now amazed artist, “It 
1s said to be one ofthe noblest representations 
ofthe human frame," 

“Well,” exclaimed Mre., Raggles closing her 
Baedeker, and with arms akimbo, taking a last 
and earnest look at the marble," I've seen the 
Apollo Belvedere and I've seen Rag&gles, and 
giv me Ragegles.” 


AN ODE TO A LOT OF 8TOVI PIPE, 


Infernal stuff, your nature well I kaow.' 

So when I took you down six months ago, 

Each piece I numbered so that I might tell - 

Exae:ly how you'd go together well, 

And now the time for chilly days draws nigh, 

To put you up egain I madly try. 

Now do not come within an inch of it, 

I get you two-thirds put in place and then 

Orash you go tumbling to the floor again, 

Once more í try. You're rather full ofsoot, 

AndIam getting daubed from head to foot. 

Ijım my thumb. but still I persevere. 

One pieca goes down ard rakes my ear. 

T grab to catch the piece, another goes, 

Aud falling ecrapes the hide from off my nose. 

And then another piece falls with a slam, 

And then the rest goes down and Isay “Damn.” 

And then my blood gets boiling and I 88y, 

By all thav’s blue Iil Ax you anyway.  . 

Once more I goto work. By patience great, 

I get all but a single section straight, - 

And Iam aboutto place. when oh! 

The chair Í stand on tips. Down fiat I go. 

While on and around me with a horrid crash, 

The whole comes down again in one grand 
“smash. 

And then my wife remarks. “I never saw 

Aman so clumsy!” Isay," Hold your jiw!” 

And for & tinman send. while I retire 

To wash mygeli and swear to vent my ire. 


Truth lies in a well,” 
but to our mind it is not well for thetruth When 
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[1] 
te 


aad. biram. Bennett, 


18, Arr. ad, hip f Priestoratt. " 
re cata E d Little Ike, Byphers, 
Poz Horg Uosements 
or 
i The Spo Still Ahead. 


ain. 
s a: Joshua S Stoppin ng the Sun and Moon, D. 


20, p: 9 d bis Bepiot Bonnett, 
21, The reat estlin; 
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nderwood's Prayer 
P4 Honest Questions and Honest Answers, 


28. Alinon ne Oagliostro. O. Sotheran, 
39. Paine Hall Dedication Address. B. F. 
Underwood. 

80. Woman's Rights & Man's Wrongs. Syphers,. 
81. Gods and God-hous: 
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12. Bhadrach. ote and Abed-nego, D, 


18. Foundations. John Syphers. 
14, Daniel in the Lion's Don. "Bennett, 


15, An Hour with the peyil 
16, Beply to Erastus Brown. D, M. Ben- 
D. M. Bennett, 


Me mee Foar of Death. 
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36, An Enquiry about God's Sons 
3T. Frgethought pndeed by its ndis: B.F. 
88, David. Go God's Peculiar Favorite, Mrs, E. 
D. Blenker. 

39, Logie of Prayer. 
F4 Biblo-Mania. iter Cordates, 
31. Our Ideas of od, "B. F. Un derwood. 
29, The ipe is it Divinely Inspired? Dr, 


D. Art 
38. obtaining” Pardon for Bins. Hudson 
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94. The New Raven, Will Cooper. 
X. Jesus Ohrist. D. M. Bennett, 
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97. Special Providences, W.B. Beil. 
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tos, Franklin, Washington and Jefferson Un- 
bellgvers, Bonno tt, 
107. The Safe 8: H. B. Bro 
108, The ae Sie & Historical Humbug. 
8. H. Preston. 
110. Invocation to the Universe. Bennett 
tt. Reply to Scientific American. 
112. Bensible Sermon, Rev. M. J. Savage 
tis. Cometo Jesus. Benne't 
114. Where was Jesus born? Preston 
li5. Tho Wonders of Prayer, Bennett 
116. The Sunday Question, 
117, Constantine tne Great. Preston 
ls. Tha Irrepressibio Oontiict between Ohria- 
tianity and Civilization. Bell 
119. Tue New Faith. Stoddard 
120. The New anm 
121. Ingersoll's view of his Reviewers 
122. The Great Religions of the World. Ben. 
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123. Paine Vindicated, Ingersoll’s Reply to 
the New York Observer 10 
124. Binful Saints. Bennett 
125. German Liberalism. Olara Neymann 
126. Orimies and Crueliles of Christianity. Un- 
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191. Myndall on Man’s Soul 

129. Who was Jesus Ghrist ? Coloman 
130. The Ethics of Roligion. orn 
181. Paine was Juniue. W. H. Bu 
132. My Religious Bellof. Bue E. Gibson 

133. The Authority of the Bible. Underwood 
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TruthSeeker Tracts 


138. Science ofthe Bible, John asper. . 

139, Massacre of Bt, Bartholsmew, Preston. 

140. Astro-Theology 

141. Infidelity. H- W.B 

142 Synopsis of All P oner E. L. Baxon m 

nus Ohang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins Ni 
The Comstock Laws 

14 If you take away my Religion, what will * 
you giv me instead? Mart. 10: 

146. Seymour Times’s Prayer 

147, Reply to The Index on Comstock Laws, 

148, When did Faul Liv? Boholasticus 

149. Age of Sham 8 

160. The Libert y ot Printing and Reply. Hurl- 


but end Wakem. 
161. What. isthe. Bible? M.W.H 
182. A Remarkable Book. R. W. Douglas 
168. Liberty and Morality. M. D. Conway 
154, Reminiscences of Thomas Paine. David 
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L Hereditary i Transmission. Prof, Louis 


be 
2. Evolution’ from the Homogeneous to the 
Hoterozeneous. B. nderwood, ] 
8, Darwinism. B.F, Underw 700d, j 
4, Literature of the Insane.. F. B. Marvin, 
5. Hos onsibility of Sox. Mrs. Ohage, MD. 
aduated Atmospheres. J. McCarroll. 
grad Frederic B. Marvin 
£ How do lo Marsupial J mimis: Propagate 
n 
9. TheUnseon World. Prof, John Fiske. 
10. The Bvoluslon Theory — Huxley's Three M 
acture i 
11. Is America the New World? L.L.Dawson. 
12. Evolution Teaches neither Atheism nor 
aterlalism. R.S. Brigham, M.D., 5 
13. Nibble at Mr. John Fiske’s Crumb for 
the Modern Symposium, 7 


Discount on one dollar’s worth 10 percent off; 
on two dollars’ worth. 20 off; on five dollars’ 
worth, 40 off; on ten dollars’ worth. 60 off. 

As few or as many of any given kind may be 
ordered as desired. 


BULLION IN THE CAMPAIGN 
OF 1880; 
OR. 
SHYLOCK IN VERSE, 


A Pamphlet on the Issues in Finance. . 


It will be sent to any address on receipt of 
fifteen cents, or in lots ot 10 or more. rt tho rate 
of six cents each. Address, _ A.B, BROWN, 

Worcester, Massa. 
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MODERN THINKERS: 


What They Think and Why. 
By V. B. Denslow, LL.D. 
With an Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 


The work contalos critical essays 
Emanuel Swedenborg, and the origin of the 
Christian ideas of heaven, hell, and virtue; 
Adam Smitb, founder of the school of Econo- 
mists; Jeremy Bentham, the apostle of law re- 
form and of wifltarlaniam in morals; Thomas 
Paine and his relations to the Declaration of 
Independence and democracy in America; 

barles Fourier, the philosopher of paasional 
harmony and c0-operutiy pesoclation; Herbert 
Spencer, a review cf his theories of evolution 
and of morals; Earnst Haeckel, the demon- 
strator of the doctiin of evolution; Auguste 
Comte, founder of the Positive philosophy nnd 
pontiff of the " Religion of IIumanity;" andan 
essay on the authorship of Junius as asequel 
to tho oritiaue on Thomas Paine. 

volume consists of 384 pp., 12 mo, and 
illustrated by portraits of each of the e 
great thinkers, and opens with an introduction 
from the pen of Ool. Bobert G. Ingergoll, 


l Qloth, $1.60, “gold at this ofice, 


Vol. 7. No. 50. {* 


UN otes and Clippings. i i 


. ‘THERE dre 600.000 more aóreg under wheat in 
, England than in 1874, ii 


~ Ir was caloulatedin Engiand.some time ago 
that not one book in 1,840 goes through a second 


edition, and not one in. many thousands a; 


third. 


Aw Oregon preacher had one of his horses 
stolen, and he went to his study and prayed that 
& quiekened conscience might oblige the thief 

to return it. Bhat very night the fellow returned 
&nd--stole the other, ; 


Mz. AND Mrs, Smitu HAYDEN, of Marshall 
"Texas, quarreled about. the doctrin of baptism 

; On getting home from church, where they had 
board it preached about, and the wife, in her 


passion, struck the husband a fatal blow with 
BD axe, l ' 


A LARGE number of foreign tourists hav been 
` attracted to Naples to witness the eruption of 
Vesuvius, whioh is a very fair one, incan- 

. descent; materiala heine l a. 
. hight from thetop ofthe crater. The railway 
up the mountain enables sightseers to get a 
p vfaw of an eruption than they ever bad 


Tux Rev. Mr. Brigham, Unitarian, ascended 
the platform to participate in union Thanks- 
giving services at Le Crosse, Wisconsin, and 
thereupon the Rev. Mr. Hayhurst, Baptist, 
pointedly retired If those pious Christians 
cannot worship in the same ‘church, how will 
they manage tosing psalms together in the 
samo heaven ? 3 S. 


; THE Rev. Mr. Shokoy was preaching. at Oar- 
son, Nevada, on the swallowing of Jonah by a 
whale. There were some sporting men in the 
e^ngregatión. and thoir faces expressed doubt 
of the story, Seeing this, the minister said: 
"I bet $100, coin up, that I can prove eyary 
Word of it, Does anybody respond?" Nobody 
answered, and he went on with his discourse. 


No accident ever occurs in a theater but a 
moral is drawn from itto establish the justice 
of the visitation, The Brooklyn Theater fira 
was neither awful nor sad enough with all its 
vastness to be saved from serving as a pulpit 
theme for general denunciation of the play- 
houses. A man has died in a Brooklyn church 
now. ïs there any lesson to be drawn from 
that save that all men are. mortal alike in pew 
and parquet chair? Death is a deadhead 


ticket-taker, 


Uron the Passion play being withdrawn from 
Booth’s theater, after some fifteen thousand 
dollars are said to hav been expsnded in pre- 
paring for its presentation, the author of the 
drama, Mr Salmi Morse, read it before a limited 
audience in Cooper Institute. Itis reported as 
being & careful, solemn rendition in blank 
verse of the story of the life and death of Jesus 
as given in what is called the four gospels. As 
the features of the story are so familiar to all, 
it is doubtiul, if the play had been put upon the 
stage, whether 1t would hav drawn largely. 


WHICH one tells the falsehood? The Rev. 
Mr, Mackie, of the Gilbert Library and Prison- 
ers’ Aid Society asserted, verbaily and in print 
that the Rey. Dr; Deems, with other eminent 
elergymen, had promised to attend, and if 
opportunity were afforded, to address his meet- 
ing at Ooper Institute. Now the Rev, Dr, 
Dooms affirms that he never gave euch a prom- 
isa to the Rev. Mr. Mackie or to any one else, 
but on the contrary sald twl:e, " most distinct- 
ly," that he would not be there, This leaves 
the Rev. Mr, Mackie in an awkward position. 


Tae Dutch Centrai Committee formed for the 
erection of à monument to Spinoza passed a 
resolution, when dissolving itself, that the bal- 
ance remaining to theeredit of the undertaking 
after all expenses had been defrayed should be 
devoted to the publication of a new and thor-. 
oughly complete edition of Spinoza's works, 
M. Van Bloten and Prof, Land were entrusted 
with the task, and acommunication is being 
addressed to all libraries throughout the world 
asking information about manuscripts or au- 
tographs which they may hav in charge, in, 
order to make the new edition as perfeet.as pos- 
gible, ^ 


Pur the Bible" into the hands of an intelli- 
gent heathen, who had never Déen instructed 


UBLISHED WEBEL 
BY D. M: BANNETT zn 


in the Ohristian doctrin of God, and what would 
his conclusion be ?”—why, he would believe that 
the world was made in 144 hours ; that ages ago. 
water covered the entire wor'd to the hight of 
Bevera] miles, so that there was plenty of room 
for vessels of the deepest draught on the tops of 
Chimborazo ; that the world was a flat disk SUD- 
ported by columns ; that the sun revolved 
around the earth, but that once it stood perfect- 
‘ly still; thatthe wicked are rushing down to an 
eternal punishment consisting of alake ofburn- 
ing brimstone—and more of the same sort, 


A CORRE? PONDENT of the New York Sun, sign- 
ing himself “ Enlightened Self-Interest,” writes 
38 follows: “There is nothing true in the 
Otristian system of morals or benevolence that 
cannot be.defended from the standpoint of self- 
interest, without the necessity for any super- 
natural belief. As a matter of fact, Ohristians 
do not even pretend to carry out the doctrin of 
self-sacrifice, Witness the pew system of the 
churches and the big salaries of Ohristian 
workers, The-greatest benefactors of the race 
hav been men who were governed by so-called 
selfish motivs, Witness the spread of A 


pathy exists without relfgion, and would not be 
NERA if what is called religion were extir- 
pai e [s : . n^ 


Tux excitement in religious circles in Scot- 
land in regard to the coming trial of Prof, Rob- 
ertson Smith for heresy is at boiling point. The 
Professor, who has over two hurdred of his fel- 
low ministers with him, is bravely fighting his 
battle, and is not in a mood to giv up. He de- 
elares that his accusers hav shown not only bit- 
ter enmity but lack of scholarship and ignor- 
ance of things with which every clergyman 
ought to be acquainted. He sometimes loses 
his temper in debate, and calls his accusers 
hard names, which 1s.not tobe wondered at con- 
sidering the provocation he has had. He insists 
that he is a believer in divine revelation as 
given in the Bible, and that some of his accusers 
are condemned out of their own mouths as belng 
guilty of heterodoxy. Take it altogether, the 
controversy has become as tangled a thing as 
any which has ever agitated any of the Scotch 
churches. A recent Presbyterial meeting dis- 
cussing the subject sat for seven hours. 


In 1765 Legozt calculated that there wore in 
France 79.000 monks and 80,000 nuns. The num- 
ber of monks is now far behind what it was a 
century ago, but the number of nuns is consid- 
erably above it. Eighty-six different orders of 
monks are represented in France, and they hay 
2026 establishments; 281 different orders of 
nuns are represented, and they hav 12,004 estab- 
lishments, Seventy-two per cent of the monks 
and sixty-five per cent of the nuns are engaged 
in attending on the sick, and twenty-two per 
cent of the monks and eight per cent of the 
nuns are devoted to a purely contemplativ life. 
The Barnabites, who hav just been expelled, 
are one of the smallest of the religious orders 
in Francs; they hav only three establishments, 
with twenty-five members batween them, The 
largest order is that of the Christian Brothers, 
who number 9,900, and hav even increased since 
1861, when they were only 6,898. 


A MEETING of clergymen and others, mem- 
bers of the National Reform Association, was 
recently held to consider questions, as stated in 
the call, “relating to the encroachments of Sec. 
ularism and to maintain existing Ohristian 
features of the American government, sueh as 
the Bible in the schools, the Christian law of 
marriage, our Sabbath laws, the oath, national 
and state thanksgivings and fasts, etc.” Asa 
means to this end, such an amendment to the 
national Constitution is desired as will indicate 
that this isa Ohristian nation, and provide a 
legal basis for the Ohristian institutions re. 
ferred to, It is said for the movement that it 
does not look in the direction of & union of 
church and state. Its promoters all emphati- 
eally condemn the relations between those two 
divine institutions which hav wrought such 
unhappy results in the Old World, They claim 


that the amendment which they seek would 


bring the national Constitution into harmony 


‘with the constitutions of the several states, in 


thirty of which acknowledgments, more or less 
explicit, of God and the Christian religion is to 
be found, This meeting did not propose to join 
the new Secular Asgoclation recently organ- 
ized at Ohicago, 
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AT a church fair in Jamestown, Pa., there was 
& difficulty about a watch. It was a fifty-dollar 
‘Imekeeper, and was drawn by something like a 
lottery. At the first drawing all the tickets were 
not in, and the one which drew the watch was 
found under the hat-band, A subsequent draw- 
ing was made, which resulted in the award of 
the watch to a different lady from the one who 
bad first drawn it. This provoked a quarrel 
between the two ladies, which soon spread 
among all the ticket holders, One of the gentle- 
men of the church settled the difficulty in avery 
handgome way, He took up a subscription for 
anew watch for the disappointed lady, This 
amounted to seventy-five dollars, which pro- 
cured a better watch than the one which had 
been drawn. This tended toward a peaceful 
solution, and might hay resulted entirely that 
way, Only that the holder of the ffty-dollar 
watch thinks she ought to hav quite as good a 
one as the other lady, whose watch is valued at 
seventy-five dollars. The probability is that 
the difficulty will n verbe altogether satisfac- 
torily adjusted. Some of the people concerned 
in the transaction begin to think that church 


Dracon PETER ApAms ofthe First African 
Methodist church of 8t. Louis had an elaborate 
wedding, but Mrs, Morrison, the priestess of 
the Absalom Ald Association of the same 
ehureb, and a former intimate friend of the 
bride, was not invited, Late at night Mrs, Mor- 
rison provided her four sons witha cow’s horn, 
a gridiron, a bell, and a tin pan, and led them 
out to serenade the happy pair. "he uproar 
was tremendous, and the Deacon clubbed his 
visitors away. The parties were in a police 
court next day, and one of the features of the 
examination was contradictory testimony as to 
the verse that the priestess sang unter the 
window. She swore it was as follows : 

"Poter Adams and his wife— 

May they lead a joyful life; 
Never hav no fights or spats, 
And keep clear of all black cats, 
Joyful greetiugs, joyful greetings ! 
The Deacon gave this as the true version: 

“Qld Pete Adams has married a wife, 

Who will debil him out of his life. 
She and Pete are mighty well paired; 
If they'd die they could be spared.” 


DR. JOHN BUCHANAN, over whose filght from 
Philadelphia such a fuss was made, has been 
tried and acquitted, The affair has all ended in 
smoke, Dr. Buchanan made a business of 
mailing fraudulent medical diplomas to men 
who were ambitious to practice the healing art 
without the usual preliminary studies. He was 
Indicted by the United S.ates Grand Jury in 
eastern Pennsylvania, under one of Anthony 
Oomstock’s mail laws, making Ita crime to use 
the mails in pursuance of any scheme to de- 
fraud. At his trial. when the prosecution bad 
exhausted their evidence, the judge directed a 
verdict of acquittal on the ground that Buchan- 
an did not impose upon his correspondents, for 
they knéw as much of the fraud as he did—that 
the man who purchased the diplomas was not 
defrauded, but only bought the means of de- 
frauding others. Therefore he held that there 
was no evidencs to sustain the indictment, The 
law 18 a vicious one in principle, as tending to 
centraliza power in the general government, 
aud itis greitying to note any decision, the 
effect of which is to nullify it. But it is not 
gratifying when such a subterfuge is resorted 
to asin ihis case, The law prohibits the use of 
the mails to consummate any scheme to de- 
fraud. Tuking Judge Butler’s view, this was 
ascheme to defraud the -public, in which not 
only Buchanan but his correspondents were 
fellow conspirators, and the mail was the prin- 
cipal medium through which it was to be con- 
summated. Therefore if the law were valid it 
is difficult to concede that Buchanan did not 
violate it. All th se laws are pernicious, Fraud 
ought tobe punished, but the: tate is the proper 
authority to punish them, There is more dan- 
ger in exercising a censorship over the malls 
cr making a discrimination in such mail matter 
as letters and papers than in carrying through 
thas channel all the filth ani fraud that was 
ever traced upon paper. Allsuch laws are only 
initiel steps to an established censorship over 
the malis which wi!l confine their usefulness to 
the class in power, They lead directly to 


eventual pclitical and religious proscription, 
and that is where thelr aythors intended they 
should lead,—Zruih. - 


ENOK HALL, 141 8th Bt, 
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Events of the Week. 


THE volcano of Mauna Loa, in the Sandwich 
Islande, is now*in a Violent state of eruption. 


FIFTEEN of the collieries of the Philadelphia 
and Reading Company hay suspended opera- 
tions. f ! 


Tus Kearsarge Mills, at Portsmouth. N, H, 
were destroyed by fire onthe 4th, Loss, about 
$400,000, - : 


DiPTHERIA is prevalent in this city at present, 
and an unusually large number of the cases 
prove fatal. 


‘IRISH Land Leagues, to aid the land reform 
agitators in Ireland, are being formed all 
through this country and Oanada, : 


A woMAN on trial for bigamy in this city is 
discovered to hav no less than fourteen hus- 
banda, all living, and the returns are not all in 
yet, a 


while she was kneeling at prayer beside the 
hearth, 


A aana of robbers that bas long infested the 
counties of Chester, Lancaster, and Berks, Pa., 
was recently broken up and thirteen of the des- 
peradoes were captured, 


Tux records of the life-saving service on our 
coasts for the last year show that there were 
three hundred disasters and nearly two thou- 
sand persons rescued from wrecks. ` 


Ir is reported from Paris that the Panama 
canal subscription is more than covered al- 
ready, and that De Lesseps is sanguin of the 
early completion of his great projeo*. 


Tax British forces in South Africa hav thelr 
hands full, Late advices from that section rev 
port several engagements with the nativa, ia 
which many were killed on both sides, 


Dz. Swina, the unbelieving preacher of Obi” 
cago, has had his salary raised from seven to 
ten thousand dollars per year. Limited unbe- 
Hef sometimes pays as well as orthodoxy, 


ON the 4:h a collision occurred between a pas- 
senger and a freight train near Janesville, Wis., 
killing eight persons, and wounding several. 
The accident took place during a dense fog. 


TuE twenty-four Socialist exiles, driven from 
home by the German government, who recantly 
arrived here, were tendered a grand public ra- 
ception by the Soelalistg of this city on Sunday 
last. 

BEVEN of the crew of an English vessel wore 
recently killed by the Solomon Islanders, in ree 
turn for which the civilized Ohristians de- 
Btroyed an entire village, killing the inhabi« 
tanta. 

Ir is said by those supposed to know that 
unless the English Parliament takes immediate 
favorable action on the land ques'ion in Ireland 
a general insurrection in that country la inevi- 
table, 

Tas anti-Jewish question is growing exciting 
in Germany. Newspapers are debating it 
pamphiets are pouring forth, tumults are 
taking place among the students, and ari oeca- 


sional fracas occurs in the streat. : 


TuEcity of Chimbote in Peru has surrendered 
to the Chilian army. One Chilian general, in a 
recent raid through northern Peru, destroyed 
five million dollars worth of property, and 
captured $250,000 in money, 


THE annual report of the Director of the 
Mint shows that there was nearly a hundred 
million dollars’ worth of gold and upwards of 
thirty-four million dellars’ worth of silver 
pullion deposited atthe mints and assay offices 
during the year, The'coinage for the year was 
$84,870,144. The total amount of coin in the 
eountry at present is $527,601,425, 


Last year the President's Message was stolen 
and printed in advance by a New-York paper. 
This year the same feat was accomplished by 
an enterprising Chicago journal. The’ Mossage 
was read to Congress onthe 6th. The President 
urges Congress to use its influence to abolish 
Mormonism in Utah, and recommends that the 
remainder of the public lands of the country be 


i 


get aside for the education of illitevate norsans 


#al rer clothing having taken fire 
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Letter from Europe,—No, 16. 
NAPLES AND ITS ENVIRONS. 
Nares, Oct. 12, 1880. 


Dear Frrenps : After remaining in Rome fifteen 
days, and visiting its most noted places, though not 

` all of them by any means, and bidding good-bye to 
my genial landlady, her husband, and daughters, and 
what few other acquaintances I had formed there, 
I took leave of the Eternal City, and at 4:30 of 
the afternoon of Saturday, the 9th, took the train for 


Naples, somewhat over 150 miles to the southeast. 


We passed rather slowly over that portion of the 
Campagna which is south of the city, having a good 
view again of the ruins which line the Appian Way, 
as well as the still standing arches of the old Claud- 


ian aqueduct, near which the railroad runs, almost to 


the Alban mountains. The day was lovely, and I 
enjoyed the view of- the country through which we 
passed. After rounding the Alban mountains we 


had constantly a range of hills on our left, but for a 
while the Campagna on the right continued an 
irregular plain to the Mediterranean, but before it 
was dark we left that all behind, and had hills, not 
very far away, on both sides. The country over 
which the road courses is considerably broken, pass- 
ing through many deep cuts and an occasional tun- 
nel, The towns and villages passed were frequent, 
and some of them were stuck well up on the moun- 


talas Aibericai towns. Die ROLLE DAL BE SRE, 
with the everlasting clumsy tile roofs, they have a 


somber, gloomy appearance ; and when one remem- 
bers that everything about those houses is cold, cheer- 
less stone, floors, staircases, and all, it is not-hard to 
shudder at the thought of what they must be as 
' homes on a cold wintry dày, with little or no fuel to 
keep the occupants warm. I feel a strong prefer- 
ence for our flat metallic roofs of New York over the 
steep tile roofs of Europe. In New York the house 

: tops are favorite places of resort on warm summer 
evenings, away from the dust and noise of the 
streets, and many pleasant hours are passed thére 
under the wide canopy of heaven, with twinkling 
stars for witnesses. But nothing of that kind can 
be enjoyed on these steep tile roofs. Even if the 
steepness were no objection the tiles are tender 
earthen affairs, and stepping on them would break 
them. I do not wish to see tile roofs become 
common in America, though they do have the merit 
of being almost proof against fire and decay. I do 
not object to slate roofs, for though it will not 
answer to walk on them, they look well. If Jahveh 
has to spend his time above the clouds and to be 
constantly looking down upon these brick-colored 
tile roofs in the large cities, I have often thought he 
oe have anything but a pleasant prospect beneath 

im. 

Vines are largely cultivated between Rome and 
Naples, one-half the ground being occupied with 


them, though éhey are not so compactly planted as 
in Germany and Switzerland, nor are they so well 
cultivated. In many places the grass is allowed to 
grow up between the vines. Often poplar and other 
trees are set out about as near as apple trees in our 
orchards, and the vines trained upon them—or rather 


allowed to run where they please—where they remain 
, year after year with apparently very little attention 
or care. Italy is so productive, and the climate so 
genial, that the tillers of its soil do not have to keep 
so constantly digging asin more sterile countries. 


The growing of poplar trees, or any other kind of 


useless treé, simply to afford something for the vine 
io run up on seems to me a very thriftless style of 
. agriculture. It would be far better to import poles 
or stakes, if not obtainable here, and thus be able to 
get four times the yield from the same ground. The 
Olive tree is also largely grown on the side of the 
road, many groves or orchards being seen on the 
: knolls and hillsides ail along. Fig, peach, pear, and 
apple trees are also met with. With all the luxuri- 
-ance that abounds on almost every side there is a 
general appearance of thriftlessness, and these coun- 
try houses look far from tidy and eomfortable. 


Many of the peasants live in the merest huts, some- 


times of rough sione, with heavy stone roof, and 


sometimes a mere shanty of thatch and straw, about 
the size and shape of an Indian wigwam, with an 
opening for ingress and ‘egress, but no: windows 
We did not reach Naples till about midnight, and 
Vesuvius had a light out for me—well, not for me 
specially, as many others were equally favored, but 
I nevertheless enjoyed the light just as much as 
|though it had been gotten up fer. my express 
benefit, and regarded it as a personal favor. 
Never having seen a burning mountain before, I 
watched it with great interest for the nearly hour 
and a half in which it was in plain view while 
the train was making the wide circuit between the 
ranges of mountains which brings us into the city. 
It is hardly a real blaze, that at ordinary times 
appears above the rim of the crater of the volcano, 
though it looks much like it, but it is the strong 
glare of light which comes from the seething mass 
of fased rocks and metals not far below. The light 
is not steady and constant, but appears to be gov- 
erned by pulsations, and between these the light dies 
down, and every minute or two bursts.up with new 
vigor, like the embers of a nearly exhausted fire 
when stirred up. It looks as though it might be 
Vulcan’s huge forge, and that ever and anon he 
gives his immense bellows an extra amount of pres- 
The old mountain belching its fire and smoke 
iu the night looks like- the huge chimney of some 
great furnace, with its flame of fire and light shoot- 
ing up many feet into darkspace. I greatly enjoyed 
my introduction to Old Vesuve, for a sight of it is 
what I have many years longed for. 
here invariably call it Veswve, thus making a clear 
saving of two syllables in the pronunciation of the 
name. Being fond of economy I have easily adopted 
the name Vesuve. 

It was one o’clock when we reached the Hotel 
Metropole, and got to bed, so the night was not so 
long as some nights I have passed, especially of 
those I passed in prison, when sleep wholly for- 
800k me, and I was not permitted to even rise from 
the irksome bed and sit on a chair between 8 P. m. 
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Sunday morning was balmy and pleasant, and the 
beautiful Bay of Naples lay like a lovely picture 
spread out before us. The shape of the city next 
to the bay conforms, of course, to the water, and is in 
Few cities in the world 
have a more charming location. You have all seen 
a aples, and the sevan 
miles to the south, but not looking to be more 
and I need not attempt to give a 
description of it. Bat Ido not think there is one 
of you, could you take in the beauty of the bay, the 
city; and [their surroundings, but what would ex- 
claim, either aloud or mentally, Oh, how lovely ! 

Half of what the Italians save in the spelling and 
pronunciation of Vesuvius the 
They spell it Napoli, 


the formi of a crescent. 


tations of the Bav of 
Vesuvius burning an 


than half go far, 


y lose on Naples. 
: and pronounce it as we would 
if spelt Vap-po-lee, with the accent on the first and 
They spell and pronounce the 
names of but few of their cities as we do. 
Rome is Roma, Milan is Me-lan-o, Venice is Ve-ne- 
zia, Florence is Firenze, Pisa is Pe-za, Genoa is Jan- 
etc. In Italian as in nearly 
all languages save the English, a is ah, e is a, and i 
is e, and that gives the speaker of English extra 
trouble in learning to pronounce the words in other 
languages correctly. 

Naples has very often been described, and not 
unfrequently in rather uncomplimentary terms. 
For dirtiness, laziness, mendicancy, and kindred 
qualities, the lower grade of the Neapolitans ‘have 
been soundly berated again and again. 
Arrivabene does it in this language : 
ance presented by the streets of Naples at sunrise 
on a summer morning is at the same time curious 
and delightful. You breathe an air of gentle 
warmth, filled with the fragrance of a thousand 
flowers, the odor of which is increased by the slow 
evaporation of the night dews under the first ra 
of the rising sun. The sky, a bri 
azure, reflects itself in the silver 
whilst right and left the whol 
beheld faintly through a lumino 
stir of the morning, 


third syllables. 


a-wah, Turin is Tor-re.no, 


“The appear- 


ght and glowing 
y waves of the bay, 
e of the scenery is 


the going to and fro of the fish- 
ermen hastening to the beach of Chiala, where lie 
the boats, the bustle of water-carriers, of | 
of women hurrying towards the frutti 
ket at Santa Lucia, in short, the lively movement of 
the lower population, conversing in their almost 
unintelligible dialect, which nobody is able to under- 
stand except themselves—all this makes the Neapol- 
itan morning very striking to the stranger, At the 
tolling of the bells which call the faithful to early 
mass, the Capuchin monk leaves his convent to col- 
lect the offerings of the people, which he will share 
with the poor the next Friday. He is one of the 
earliest persons to appear in the streets. The work- 
ing population of Pozzuoli and Portici are fast 
pouring into the long and bright Toledo, or direct- 
ing their steps toward the churches, whence, after 
having heard mass and received 
they proceed to their dail 
girls of Baie, Portici, 


the benediction, 
y work. Meanwhile the 
and other neighboring vil. 


| lages are offering fruits and flowers in the market.” 


Bradshaw thus speaks of the city: “Until lately 


crowds of disgusting beggars swarmed the streets, 
"rand pursued one with. cries of ‘Qualche cosa, signor, 
por lamore di Dio, or; Moro di fame,’ putting 
the thumb and finger to the mouth and rattling the 


jaws; and what they get is often spent in a govern- 
ment lottery, or gambled away. These lotteries 
produce a profit of £200,000 to the state. Natives 
as well as foreigners battle about a few scudi. The 
lazzaroni (so named from Lazarus) are the working 
classes just above the beggars, facchini (porters), - 
fishermen, costermongers of every description, who, 
though they live by their wits in the streets, with- 
out troubling their heads about rent or taxes, are 
not so destitute or so distinctly marked. from the rest 
of the community as they were formerly, or are 
usually believed to be now. Sueh a class is to be 
found in the back streets of most large cities. Here 
the sweet ‘do-nothing’ feeling exists in perfection.” 
` Mendelssohn says: “At Naples I felt languid, 
disinclined for all that was serious ; in fact, lazy. 
Ilounged about the streets all day with a morose 
face, and would have preferred lying on the ground 
without the trouble of thinking or wishing or doing 
anything. Then it suddenly occurred to me that 
the principal class of Naples live, in reality; pre- 


‘cisely in the same manner; that consequently the 


source of my dejection did net spring from myself, 
as I had feared, but from the whole combination of 
air, climate, ete. The atmosphere is suitable for 
grandees who rise late, never require to go out on 
foot, never think (for this is heating), sleep away a 
couple of hours on a sofa in the afternoon, then eat 
ice, and drive to the theater at night, where again 
they do not fihd anything to think about, but sim- 
ply make and receive visits. Again, the climate is 


equally suitable for a fellow in a shirt, with naked 


legs and arms, whe also has no occasion to move 
about—begging for a few grani when he has liter- 
ally nothing left to live on—taking his afternoon’s 
siesta stretched on the ground, or on the quay, or on 
the stone pavement, where the pedestrians step over 
him or shove him aside if he lies right in the mid- 
dle. He fetches his frutti di mare himself out of 
the sea, sleeps wherever he may chance to find him- 
self at night; in short, he employs every moment in 
doing exactly what he likes best, just as the animal 
does. These are the two great classes of "Naples. 
A middle class of trades and working citizens 


scarcely exists. "There are a few who like work for 
vne sake OI Working.” With regard to their dishon- 


esty he says: “My landlord invariably pive 
too little for a piastre, and, when T ter him orh 


coolly fetches the rest. When you give anything to 


them they say, * Niente di plu? (no more ?) You 
may be sure that you give them too much. If you 


give just the right fee, they will walk away and 


then ccme and beg for it again.” 


These quotations represent the Neapolitans rath- 


er worse than I found them, but they were penned 


a few years ago, and I presume there has been 
some improvement since. I think this has been 


particularly the case since Naples became incorpo- 
rated in the same government with the rest of Italy. 


“United Italy ? is better for all parts of the coun. 
iry than the disunited condition which existed for 
many years. But the poorer classes struck me 
as being especially dirty, indolent, and almost worth- 
less. I think I never saw so many. half-dressed 
filthy-looking persons of both sexes and all ages. 
Many half-grown boys were ranning about the 
streeta with but a single garment on, and that of not 
very much value. It is not much better with the 
other sex. The lower limbs are neither always kept 
covered nor clean. Ido not mean to intimate that 
I have seen the legs of all the men and women of 
Naples, but I have seen quite as many as desirable 
and those I did see impressed me not favorably, A 
free application of soap and water would improve 
their appearance. | 

I think I never saw so many beggars anywhere. 
though I have seen a great plenty in all parts of 
Italy, and such persistency is rarely met with as 
is presented here. The beggars, three or four 
together, will follow you for a square, constantly 
importuning you for the love of God to give them 
something. If you are in a carriage they will run 
along by the side of it as long as they can, and keep 
up their horrid appealing clamor until you are glad 
to throw them a soldo to get rid of them. It, how- 
ever, does but little good, for, like hungry flies, one 
set is no sooner gone than another comes. I have 
often wondered, when I have seen these oor 
wretches around the entrances of the cathedrals, 
churches, and galleries, how one country could pro- 
duce so many cripples, blind men and women, and 
so many piteous objects of charity. It is a question 
whether it does much good to be always giving to 
such persons, and even whether much is gained to 
themselves or anybody elee by prolonging their 
existence. It is to be hoped that some day the gov- 
ernment of Italy will be able to make suitable pro- 
visions for its helpless poor, and take some steps so 
they may not be a constant arnoyance to every 
person who has the temerity to step a foot within itg 
boundaries, l 
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. Another style of begging is pursüed by persons 
who have something to sell. They will importune 
you to buy until you get utterly tired of them. It 
is of no sort of use to say “ No” to them ; they will 
'eontinue their importunities*all the same, Some 
. girls, nearly women grown, selling matches, eto., 
.beset you in this same merciless manner, If you 
_ stop on the street and say “No, no,” to their impor- 
tunities; they will still plead and often drop a box 
of their wares inside your vest, and the same if you 
are sitting in a carriage, hoping soon to start, and 
if you look another way to avoid them, they. will: 
take you by the knee, and keep shaking it, saying, 
Signor, signor," until you are utterly wearied out 
with them; I was several times served in this way. 
‘The drivers of cabs and carriages are little better. 
. They know a stranger at once, and half a dozen or 
more will simultaneously beset him to ride. It isa 
relief to get away früm them. I do not know as I 
have found thé people of Naples more dishonest 
than in other places, though they seem strongly in- 
clined to get all they can from the strangers who 
-visit them, and do not withhold their importunities, 
All parties seem to think that sight-seers have an 
unlimited amount of money, and that a large share 
of it should be distributed in Naples. "OM 

One sees many grotesque sights in the streets. 
Much of the freighting and transportation of vege- 
tables, produce, and other articles is done with 
donkeys, both by panniers and by being harnessed 
into small carts, The most of them are diminutiv 
in size. A strong man could take one under each 
arm and walk away with them. Still, these little 
fellows carry themselves with great dignity, and 
seem to be the most sedate and useful class in the 
community. It is curious to see what large loads} 
they carry. A large sack of matting, with a long 
opening in the center, is placed upon their backs, 
and each end is filled with cabbages, onions, 
potatoes, and all manner of vegetables, in bulk 
much larger than the donkeys, and they stride off 
with it most heroically, and not unfrequently with 
a big man in addition. 

Oxen are also considerably used, and most often 
worked singly in heavy shafts, with perhaps as 
auxiliaries a donkey on one side and an old horse 
on the other. A singular trinity indeed. 

. Just now the grape crop is being extensively 
gathered, and the juice being pressed out for wine, 
I have seen hundreds of large casks, holding 150 or 
200 gallons each, of this new jaice in transportation 
from one place to another. Six of these casks make 
an ordinary load, containing in the aggregate not 
less than one-£housand gallons — Horsges or oxen are 
used for hauling these heavy loads, very frequentry 
a single ox, with a horse on each side. The roads, 
are of stone, solid. and smooth ; thus heavy loads 
can be transported. 

It is not at all uncommon to see droves of goats 
being driven from place to place, sometimes to pas- 
ture and sometimes home to be milked. The milk- 
ing is often done on the streets before the house of 
the owner. The milk is rich, but milking goats, 
after all, seems like a small business. They are 
extremely tame and domestic, and very little 1s re- 

quired to keep them. Two or three in a drove of 
two dozen have a bell, which keeps ape constant 

` tinkling. The Neapolitans, like the Homans, are 
blessed with strong lungs, and the. street venders 
„cry out the wares they have to sell ina loud and 
vociferous manner. They are a noisy people. | 

A peouliar feature in the suburbs of Naples is the 
thousands of muskmelons hung up against the 
houses to dry. The greater part of them appear to 
be unripe, and with cords around them are suspended 
whole. Ihave seen thousands of melons thus dry- 
ing, the walls of many buildings being literally cov- 
ered with them. In our climate they would rot 
long before they would dry, but in this dry air of 
Italy it is different. What use is made of these 
dried melons I cannot say, but they undoubtedly 
enter into some rare dish. Tomatoes are dried 
whole in a similar way, branches heavily loaded be- 
ing hung up on the walls of the buildings. . 

Naples is noted for the manufacture of jewelry 
and ornamentation in gold, shell, cameo, etc. The 
crest of the city is a horse. Different names are 
used for street, thus, Strada, Vicola, Vicoletto, 
Largo, Porta, Rompe, Strettola, Piazza, Solita, etc. 
The principal street is called Strada Toledo ; it is 
wide, and a mile or twoin length. The buildings on 
either side are imposing, and possess much archi- 
tectural merit. The city is better built and more 
regularly laid out than I expected to find it from 
what I had heard. Its streets are more regular than 
those of Rome, running straighter, and usually cross- 
ing each other at right angles. I do not mean to 
say that all the streets are at right angles, bat more 
80 than in Rome. Many of the streets are very nar- 
row and the buildings-usually very high, reaching six 
and seven stories; and where some of the streets run 
up the steep hills they have steps across them like a 
continuous flight of stairs which no horse and car- 
riage can. ascend. ‘These high houses and narrow 
streets make near neighbors of those who live on 
opposite sides of the street. . On each floor of the 


houses i$ a door with a small railing or balcony 


before it, and frpm these doors and the windows 
the women and children are almost constantly hang- 
ing out, that is, those who are not in the streets. To 
look on the streets one would think all the women 
in the city had turned out for an airing, but when 
the eyes are cast upwatd every door and window is 
found. fully occupied with more women and ehil- 
dren. It is curious to look up those narrow streets 
and see what an aggregate of human life they 
exhibit. They make one think of a hive of bees 
in the act of swarming. The city has a circuit 
of six miles, exclusive of its frontage on the bay, 
which is four and a half miles. The population is 
over half a million, the largest number. of inhabi- 
tants of any city in Italy. It will be seen at once 
that the people live very compactly, and as they 
have the reputation of being uncleanly it can be 
easily imagined that Naples is not as cleanly as some 
of our neat American cities and not nearly as clean 
as many European cities. As narrow as the streets 
are, many kinds of works are performed on them, or 
close beside them. It is very common to see women 
sitting around the doors engaged at sewing and 
many other kinds of work. The shoemakers, tail- 
ors, carpenters, and blacksmiths have very small 
shops, and are usually on a level with the street, and 
have large doors immediately before which the me- 
chanics are seen prosecuting their work, .Shoemak- 
ers and tailors can be reached by your hand as you 
pass along the street, and carpenters frequently do 
the sawing of their lumber in the street, and black- 
smith’s anvils and vises are often in front of their 
little shops. These remarks about small shops and 
being on the street will apply to all Italian towns. 
The people of these cities live very much out of 
doors. Naples was formerly the capital of the two 
Sicilies, but since these have been incorporated 
into the kingdom of Italy it simply stands at the 
head of the province, being the seat of an arch- 
bishop, and having a university. As is well known, 
it stands on the Bay of Naples, which for cen- 
turies has been considered as one of the most 
lovely in the world. While “it is an old town, 
it did not attract marked attention till the thir- 
teenth century, when Charles of Anjou fixed the 
seat of government here and drained the marshes 
now traversed by the railroad. What he did for the 
city was of permanent benefit. [t has over three 
hundred churches, many of which are built on the 
foundations of pagan temples, and several thousand 
priests. It may besaid to have more dirt, dishon- 
esty, and religion (always excepting Rome when 
religion is taken into consideration) than any other 
city on the continent. Strada Toledo’ and other 
Btreets are W NUTDITC WO UU ony ores Y ox 
jewelry and fancy goods hold a very conspicuous 
place. I noticed here, as well as in other Italian 
cities, a deficiency of bookstores. It is safe to say 
there are six jewelry stores to one bookstore, and I 
have not the slightest doubt that the people wear 
six times as much jewelry as they read books. They 
are far more fond of decorating their persons than 
improving their minds. They do not care to waste 
their lives in doing much thinking. They are will- 
ing in place of it to pay the priests for doing their 
thinking for them. 

Naples stands on the north side of the bay, and as 
seen from the sea is divided into two crescents, or 
gently-sloping amphitheaters, with Castel delP Ovo 
and Castel St. Elmo behind it. The western half is 
called the Chiaja, and is about one and a half miles 
in extent. Here the foreigners mostly live. The 
eastern and older part is mostly built upon stretcbes 
from the central hills to Portici well on toward Mt. 
Vesuvius. The Strada Toledo rather divides the 
older from the newer parts of the town. The prom- 
inent places near the water are the Mergellina, under 
the hill of Posilipo; the Promenade, close to the two 
curves of the sea-side; the Villa Reale, with its 
Roschetto and public gardens lined with trees and 
statuary; various fine hotels; the arsenal, Darsena, 
and military college; the Royal Palace and Castel 
Nuovo; the harbor with its lighthouse and moles; 
the health office; Strada Nuova, Marinella, and the 
royal barracks. The harbor proper is sufficiently 
large to accomodate all the shipping. Two steamers, 
a few moderate-sized ships, and several barks and 
smaller craft are in port. The amount of shipping 
is not excessively large. It seems to me two squares 
on East River, New York, have more shipping than 
the entire harbor of Naples. 


very little importance to keeping Sunday after the 
Puritanieal fashion, for if they did they would 
change the habits of the peasants and poorer classes. 
The mode of conveyance to Vesuvius is by carriage. 
A German and myself rode in & two-horse carriage, 
while four others rode in another carriage drawn by 
three horses working abreast. The street, as we 
passed along the bay, was very much crowded with 
people, and for some time we were absolutely 
stopped by a jam of carriages caused by a religious 
procession in à most grotesque uniform, being a 
monkish white robe over their other garments, with 
cloths over the faces of many, so they could not be 
seen. Many little boys were also in the procession, 
neatly arrayed for the purpose, I did not learn 
the particular object of the procession. My com- 
panion could speak but a few words in English, and 
those few were not easy to understand. Our con- 
versation was accordingly quite limited, but we did 
lots of enjoying in common. 

Vesuvius is ome six or seven miles from Naples, 
and three miles from the shore of the bay. Its base 
is thirty miles in circumference. We started on the 
trip at ten o'clock. For four or five miles through 
Portici it is a continuous city, and the people all 
along were prosecuting their various avocations the 
same as if it had been Saturday or Monday. My 
attention was particularly called to the manufac- 
turers of macarovi. They were in full blast, and 
their goods were hung on poles and placed out by the 
side of the street to dry. As the dust was flying 
considerably, it seemed that the damp macaroni 
must cateh a good deal of it. Macaroni is a prepara- 
tion of wheat flour, the gluten of which is worked 
into a very stiff dough, or paste, and this is pressed 
through a plate with holes in it of the size wanted 
for the sticks or rods when dry. They are usualiy 
a quarter of an inch in diameter and four feet long. 
A large number are cut off at a time, and then hung 
on poles to dry, when they are packed in cases and 
shipped in large quantities to all parts of the world. 
The Italians use it in great quantities, and other 
people also make considerable use of it. When 
pressed through a plate with much smaller holes it 
is called “ vermicelli,” from vermes—worms. I saw 
several teams loaded with this product for ship- 
ment. 

All along the street we were importuned by an 
almost endless lot of beggars. They put on doleful 
countenances, and implored us in the most piteous 
manner, for the love of God, to give them some- 
thing. If this wae not done readily they would run 
along by the side of the carriage for the distance of 
a square, or as long as they could keep up. We 
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were so many of them our soldi gave out, and we 
were compelled to desist. Some were doubtless 
mere frauds, and some were deformed or crippled. 
or blind, with some one to lead them. I again won- 
dered “why nature, or God, or any other power, 
should make so many crippled and deformed. 

At length we reached the foot of old Vesuve and 
began to climb its somewhat steep acclivities. The 
road was good, and wound in a serpentine manner. 
It seemed not a little like crossing the Alps at 
Simplon, when I came into Italy. Vesuvius is 
over 4,000 feet in hight, 4,320 as one of the guides 
stated. It takes not a little climbing to reach that 
altitude, I kept my eyes pretty steadily on the 
smoking summit, and as we neared it the way grew 
more and more rugged, the immense amount of lava 
that had in times past flowed from the mountain 
top lying in ridges and uneven surfaces all around 
us, Fully half way up the mountain we passed 
through continuous luxuriant vineyards, the vines 
loaded with generous clusters nearly a foot long. 
Fig trees also abounded in great numbers. The soil, 
composed of lava, seems very productive, and very 
free from weeds. It is easy of cultivation, being 
fine, soft, and mellow. I saw great numbers 
of the cactus, the largest I ever saw. I saw 
some plants ten or fifteen feet higb, and some with a 
crown below the branches a foot in diameter. The 
century plant was also seen in great numbers, grow- 
ing here as well as everywhere else in this coun- 
try. They have to take no more pains in growing 
them than we do in growing thistles. 

"The entire mountain is composed of lava. In 
ages that are passed it flowed for many miles in 
every direction. Naples is said to be of volcanic for- 
mation. As observed, on the lower half or two-thirds 
of the mountain vegetation is abundant, and luxu- 
riance is seen on every hand, but at length we pass 
that by and come into a region of aridity and black- 
ness, where nothing at all grows. The black lava lieg 
in huge windrows and big waves, which like the huge 
roots of large trees, intertwine and overlap each other 
in a most curious manner. This black, rough lava is 
the modern contributions of the old mountain, while 
that below is the old outflow of many centuries ago. 
Aftor we had apparently passed by the tillable por- 
tion cf the mountain, we came to other vineyards 
which seemed like oases in the great desert of 
aridity and sterility all about us and above us. The 
whole upper part of the mountain is as devoid of 
vegetable Jife as a blacksmith’s forge, or the ruins 
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MOUNT VESUVIUS. 


The first thing to be done after breakfast on Sun- 
day morning was to go and pay my respects to old 
Vesuve. I was more anxious to see the inside of its 
old crater than anything else about Naples. So, 
getting the proper instructions where tu buy a 
ticket, I walked around to the Vesuve Society’s office 
and paid twenty francs, or lire, for the trip out, 
up, and back. I was again struck with the amount 
of trade and work being attended to all along the 
streets on the “Sabbath.” One would not have the 
slightest conception that it was the Lord's day more 
than any other. The stores were open, as usual, 
and dealers of all kinds were crying their wares on 
the street, It is very evident that the priests attach 
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Editorial. | 


Appreciative. : 


. ‘We again wish to thank the kind friends who nas 80 
promptly ccmplied with our request to send in the amount 
of their arrears and.to renew for the forthcoming volume. 
This promptness has.been an essential service to us, and 
has enabled us to liquidate some of our obligations We 
trust the other friends will go and do likewise, especially 
those in arrears, Our needs are still urgent. In this con- 
nection let us say that we will be very glad if all our read- 
ers and friends will remain with us and continue their sup- 
port of THE TRUTH SEEKER. If, however, there are those 
who do nòt wish it nor pay for it, will they be kind enough 
to notify us and remit for the time they hav not paid for? 
We truet no good Liberal will ask usto send the paper to 
him for nothing. We would gladly. send it gratis all over 
the country were we able ‘to-do 50. "This is, unfortunate- 
ly, not the case, Every. minute’s work done on the 
paper costs money, end without money it cannot be fur: 
nished.. It is to bz hoped that.the Liberals of America will 
not become indifferent to the support of their journals, 

a, 


Ten Weeks in Europe. 


In reply to several inquiries we hav received whether our 
leiters from Europe, which hav appeared in. "THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, are to be published in book form, we hav to say 
they will be, and as soon as their püblication is completéd 
in the paper, which will be in two weeks more. Many ex- 
press themselvs as highly interested in theze letters, which, 
of course, is gratifying to the writér. Will those who wish 
a copy of the book be kind: enough to notify us at once, 
so we may know how many to hav printed? It will 
contain some eight hundred 12mo pages, and will be fur- 
nished, nestly bound, at the low price of $1,50, postage 
paid. The letters are undoubtedly fuller than any which 
hay been written by any traveler while on a tour of the same 
length. We will be glad to dispose of a goodly number of 
the book. 

—— b. 9———— — — 
Liberal Lecturers.. 

Friend W. 8. Bell writes us that he intends soon to start 
West on his annual lecturing tour, .It will be well for those 
Leagues, societies, and others who wish to avail themeelvs 
of his professional services while passing through the 
Country to confer with him at once that he may lay off his 
route accordingly. Mr. Bell is an earnest and able advo- 
cate and supporter of Liberalism, and perceives clearly the 
inevitable corflict that must ever exist between rupernatu- 
ralism and ecclesiasticism on the one hand, and scientific 
research and Liberalism on the other. He vigorously | y 
opposes the first, and will rot be foucd seeking a union 
with them. He is a steadfast defender of the second, and 
is in no sense a trimmer or cringer. Our Liberal lecturers 


ca aig be ke t at and we 
pt at n een feof, ‘with Mr Bel 
upon ‘the “subject, 


His address is No. 88 Upton street, 
Boston, Mass, j l j 
— mIa 


A Favor Requested, 

We wish to hav the names and postcíüce address of 
Liberal people all over the country. Will friends send us 
a list of such names? To those who will send us such lists 
we will mail a good bo:k or pamphlet in proportion to the 
number of names gent, The names of those not taking Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER desired, E 

Åe 

WE were in error in copying from Zhe Infidel of Allegany; 
N. Y., that Zhe Liberal of Lamar, Mo., had discontinued. 
We are glad to see it has sgain come to hand, and hope it 
will be long before it has to silence jts guns, 

——— —MÀ9—————— 

Ler it be remembered that we will furnish ‘extra copies 
of TuE TRUTH SEEKER for specimens to those who will 
make an ¢ ffort to obtain new rubscribers, and that we offer 
very libsral premiums, amourting to one dollars worth 
of our publications, for each new subscriber, 


————Á——— 

' Tue Story or A Doa THAT HATED LIES AND LIARS, —In 
the very ca:ly age of the world there was à dog, very wise 
and brave, who hatéd a lie most of all the sins under the 
sun, Now this dog one day came to a church where a 
preacher was being listened to as though he were au angel 
from heaven. £ The dog knew better, and sprang on him and 
tore off his robes, showing a cloven hoof and a tail beneath 
them. “ Foolish people," cried the dog, ** your priest is the 
devil of falsehood," oud he drove the devil out of the sanct- 
mary. 

He went to a on church and found the priest the devil 
v? greed, and drove him out the same. He went to a third,. 
aud there exposed the devil of lust ; aud toa fourth, and 
there unmasked the devil of self love ; and to a fifth, and 
there sprang upon the devil of empty. words, and the people 
all stood aloof and wondering cried, *' Eb, then, are our 
priests all devils t" 

But the devils themselvs were sorely frightened, and 
said, “If the dog tear off all lies, then the trade of devils 
and priests will be gone! So they banded themselves 
together and persuaded the foolish people that the dog was 
a wizird, and must be killed for the weal of the world. 
And, in the end, the wicked people stoned the dog to death. 
He died bi cause he had dare to witness to the truth and had 
not let those fool: alone to their. worship. of falsehoods 
From that day devilr, still having great influence, and above 
all being strong in pulpits, whence they throw dust in the 
eyes of the multitude, hav always hated dogs and hav 


kept them out of (heir churches, This is the true tradition, 
we Guide, 
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“Sixteen Saviors or None.” - 
To THE Eprrow oF Tae TRUTH SEEKER, Sir. Kersey 


Graves might with propriety hav headed this work with the 


language of Thomas Paine to Howe, that *'To argue with a 
man that has renounced the use and authority of reason, and 
Whose philosophy consists in holding humanity in contempt, 
is like administering medicin to the dead.” 

When the war-hoop wild resounded calling Tafidels to 
meet the foe, Graves responded, armed with wespons flerce, 
you know. This work, *' Sixteen. Saviors or None," com- 
pletely demolishes the entire superstructure of the Christian 


scheme of redemption. Adamantine mountains.of evidence: 


are here presented to thoroughly and irrefutably demonstrate 
the title of the work, "Theevidence presented is. overwhelm- 
ingly against John T. Perry. It conclusivly demonstrates 
that Perry’a arguments are. mere nothings, and therefore 
utterly worthless. We know Mr. Graves has. Spent much 
‘time in searching into the mystic fables of ancient religions, 
‘consequently his works are a feast of startling presentations, 
Graves has crushed the very last molecule of Perry’s evi- 
dence by unimpeachable authors, and in all his works he has 
shaken Christianity from center to circumference. .It may 
be termed a production, its author a Christ researcher, per- 
haps of unequaled parallel. Mr. Graves has incontestably 
proven his claim clear. The historical, circumstantial, and 
methodical evidence brought forth annihilates John T. 
Perry forever. Graves has put a quietus upon the matter, 
never to be removed. Graves is an extraordinary eritic. 
He has brought forward the most profound authors to 
establish his claim, and I think that Perry will fiud it an 
irresistible production. Portions of the work are sarcastic 
arguments, presented with much force and candor. Com- 
mentators hav in all ages tried to prop up an impracticable 
religion by ignorance and fear. Those damnable and blood- 
thirsty hyenas known as priests hav covered the earth with 
blood, the faces of the living with tears, and their minds 


]with sorrow. Christianity is now seen as it is, a curse to 


the living, a mockery upon the dead, and it must soon step 
down and out, Itis known as being born in an ignorant 
age, and must be laid away, never to be resurrected, as the 
child of the world. When I see.a priest coming forward 
and straining the Jast nerve of his mental power to prop up 
the worst curse of curses that ever dawned upon the world, 
trying to prolong the rotten fabric of Christianity which 
is, and always has been, the bondage of the man, f say de- 
liberately that that man would, if he could, be a John Oal- 
vin of the blackest dye, and would burn every reformer a8 
quick as Calvin burned Servetus. That man is feeling for 
the blood to drain the life of those that mark the highest 
upon the intellectual thermometer of the world. And when 
such a man as Kersey Graves comes forward and wipes out 
their entire claims, I say without. hesitation that bis works 


should be published bv all lovers of lihortar 
ALUTUIU, v. 


B. O. FENTON. 


Sexual Intemperance, | 


DEAR Mns. SLENEER : In your article on ‘‘ Sexual In- 
temperance” (No. 6) you seem to assume or admit that con- 
tinence may Le, or seemed to be, “cold, barren, and aus- 
tere." I hope you really do not think it is or will be. I 
think that when all people accept continence from principle 
the world will become much more beautiful, warmer, more 
prolific, Passion has reigned and ruined like a fire in a for- 
est. Love will kindle a genial fire upon many a goid eel 
stone. 


Perhaps friend B. is right in thinking I should hav some- 
what qualified the *' cold, barren, and austere.” But when I 
penned the words as the ou'come of pure continence I only 
intended them to apply to things as they look now to the 
majority of our readers. The young, loving, vigorous, and 
passionate who are full of life and desire look upon mar. 
riage continence as a deprivation of rights. They think to 
livan alphaite life would be like sitting down to a table 


spread with all the delicacies of the season, and partaking 


only of a little cold water, boiled rice, cracked wheat, or 
graham mush, These things may taste pure, clear, and 
beautiful to those who are accustomed to no stronger or 
more highly-flavored diet, but they are dry, insipid, and 
barren in comparison with hot coffee, juicy steak, rich 
shortcake, flakey pies, quivering jellies, roast turkey, sweet, 
rich poundcake, and fragrant wines, But when true knowl- 
edge teaches the higher blessings of health, purity, and 
abstinence, we hope and trust that little by little people 
will learn to refrain from all indulgence that is harmful even 
though it may yield them a keen but brief and temporary 
pleasure. We would not drink strychnine or arsenic no 
matter how palatable they were, nor would we cut off a 
limb even if it gave us an exquisit pleasure while the knife 
was going through the flesh, yet many of our domestic 
habita of eating and drinking, 93 well as other indulgences, 
are really slowly and surely snapping the foundations of 
health and life. 

It is very true, also, that a pure, true love, when it takes 
the plaee of the present lustful passion that rides rampant 


all over the world, will ‘‘kindle genial fire upon many à 


cold Learthstone.” Friendship and affection, sympathy and 
congeniality, will draw the sexes together in a bond of 
simple, heartfelt communion, that, resembling the free in- 
tercourse of children tempered with wisdom, experience, 
aud refined culture, which is gathered only by years of 
gleaning, will be more lovely, satisfying, and happifying 


:| than the ups and downs of the passion that now passes for 


reallove, and is mingled with the warmth and ecstacy of 
&ctual, bona fide love. 1 

Bays a correspondent: ‘‘ Gratification, where there is a 
natural desire, can hav no detrimental tendency. If nature 
creates a desire and fails to meet the vital demand of that 


-| ments unfounded in fact. 


desire, she is untrue to herself." I consider these senti- 
We hav many natural desires 
that it is wrong and unwise to gratify. The ‘natural im- 
pulse of revenge inclines very many of us to retaliation eveu 
unto the death of ourenemies. Like the mythical Jesus, 
we would hav them brought to us and slain at our feet if 
wishing would do it. .The impulse of a child is always to 
strike back when it receives a blow. The natural impulse 
is to eat as long as food tastes good, but true temperance 
teaches us to stop as soon as we feel we hav. eaten enough 
to satisfy hunger. 

People are born with all manner of abnormal appetites, 
and these are perfectly '' natural ” under the circumstances; 
but it isnot best or proper to yield to those natural feelings. 
Reason and education are called in to govern and guide 
natural impulses. After ages and ages of lustful indulgence 
thé feelings are no proper criterion as to the times and 
number of the sexual acts. We must strive to, study out 
the original use and design of oup,grgans 88 far as possible, 
and bend our conduct so as to do hat is best for the Whole 
man or woman as well as the whole race, 

Itis a fact, I grant, that ** nature is never untrue to her- 
self.” If a drunken parent. generates a child while he is 
rendered idiotic by liquor, nature, true to herself, may pro- 
duce from the act an idiotic being aB a consequence. of the 
wrong against her just requirement of a sound mind: in a 
healthy body. If a lunatic becomes a parent, nature, *'true 
to herself,” often reproduces the lunacy in the offspring, and 
80 of a great majority of mental and bodily ailments. Ifa 
tree ia bent, twisted, and mutilated in its first years of 
growth, nature, ‘‘true to herself,” endeavors to make as 
perfect a tree out of it as she can under the adverse circum- 
stances she has to contend with, but the giant of the forest 
will always bear marks of its crippled infancy. Now,.t e 
desire for sexual intercourse, while a natural and perfectly 
legitimate one, may be controlled, governed, and even mas- 
tered with no injury at all to a healthy and properly 
organized man or woman. The procreativ fluid which 
ig capable of giving life is also just as capable of 
giving strength to other portions of mind and body if 
reabsorbed into the system instead of being expelled. 
Galen has told us that “the best fluids of the body, 
and even the brain itself, are enriched by the retained 
semen, which in its composition is 80 nearly allied to that 
of the nervous system. Everything is full of it with those 
who abstain from sexual indulgence, but there is often 
little or none of it to be found in those who abandon them- 
selva to sensuality.” ‘To abstain enables people to resist 
cold and heat, fatigue, hunger, and thirst, sudden changes 
and sickness, better than others do.” 

Says Dr. Hufeland, “ I actually knew a man who believed 
there was no poison more detrimental to the human body 
than the procreativ fluid, and he got rid of it as often and 
88 speedily as possible, and by this means he became an old 
man at twenty, and in his twenty-fifth year he died of old 
aga ” 


But people who hav lived continent and temnerato lion, .— .- 


who hay been full of work, full-of high aims and noble im- 


| pulses, who hav lived above all lascivious, obscene, and 


mere passional dalliance, hav found no inconvenience from 
any surplus, or overplus of the procreativ fluid.. Nature, 
* true to herself,” only works to supply the demands made 
upon her. Reason and judgment are ours, and we must 
make nature's demands subservient to the highest and beat 
good of individuals and of the race. 
“To be respected by the great, or honored by the wise, 
They say my thoughts I must suppress, though bleeding 
manhood dies. 
My soul was made for freedom, its impress on it resta. 
And no smiles or frowns shall ever quench its fires within my 
breast,” 


ELMINA DRAKE. SLENKER, 
— M itl € 


Liberals of America, Greeting ; 


When in the course of human events it becomes neoss- 
sary for any one class of honest folks to make common 
cause in the way of self-defense against an implacable 
enemy, their first step toward showing a solid front is to let, - 
friends and enemies both see that they are in earnest, and 
are determined to stand by their colors, Hitherto the Lib- 
erals of this country, although their numbers count thousands 
upon thousands, hav contented themselvs with carrying on a 
feeble sort of guerilla warfare, while their enemy, the church, 
forms a thoroughly disciplined phalanx, under able, wily, 
and unscrupulous leaders. The greatest weakness of the 
Liberals has been and still is that they are not aware of their 
own great strength, not only in a mora] sense, so to say, but 
numerically. The forming of Leagues has. been the first 
organized effort or step toward remedying this evil, and it 
is to be hcped that these Leagues may prosper and multiply. 

A simple and easy method has recently been introduced 
by which Liberal-minded people all over the world may 
recogniza and know each other and meet at home or abroad 
on the one broad and common platform which Liberals of 
all shades of opinion are in harmony with, ‘‘ Universal Men- 
tal Liberty.” To symbolize this grand idea, the basis of all 
liberty, it has been put into the pleasing shape of a beautiful 
little badge pin. (See advertisement in this paper.) A great 
number of these badges are already being worn by many of 
our Liberals, men and women, and all those who hav been 
wearing them report the intense satisfaction which this. lit- 
tle token has given them, in serving as a sort of Freemason 
introduction to numbers of Liberal and agreeable people 
who otherwise would hav remained entire strangers. 

It is very desirable that this badge pin should come into 
universal use among the Liberals of the whole country. ' 
Beside being a tasteful personal ornament (which nobody 
will object to), it will be of immense assistance in marshal- 
ing our forces, in bringing Liberals together whenever they 
may,happen (o meet, and in forming acquaintances and 


* 


friendship among people who, without this little badge, 
would probably pass and ignore each other forever. And 
this little personal ornament, this golden symbolical sign, 
small as it ia, can assist in piercing the solid phalanx of the 
arch enemy, the, church, by: pointing thousands of inquir- 
ers into the path which leads straight to intellectual 
freedom, the path of investigation. Let every friend and 
advocate of liberty order a badge without delay, and then 
let his or her light shine before all the world by wearing the 
badge of ‘‘ universal mental liberty.” : | 
West Richfield, O. Lucy L. CHURCHILL. - 


—— ti ——— 


The Bible Obscenity and Ignorance. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH BEEEER, Sir: I hav just 
finished reading ‘‘ Cupid’s Yokes,” which you sent me, and 
I cannot find any lascivious obscenity in it whatever. Con- 
sequently, I must say to Judge Benedict, Judge Clark, and | 
in fact all. other judges that see fit to take exception to 
* Qupid's Yokes,” or any other reformatory book or pam- 
phlet, that they had better suspend their bigoted and super.. 
stitious judgment till they read thoroughly and underatand- 
ingly the lascivious, obscene, Jew-begotten Bible. I will 
here cite these tyrannical and bigoted judges, and Comstock 
in particular, to a few of the choice morsels of that so- 
called divine book. 

The first I will giv them is a Holy Ghost in the form of a 
pigeon impregnating a human virgin, producing a man god, 
or a god-man, the same as God, and sitting at God's own 
right hand, co-eternal with him and the pigeon; and yet 
there is not one God and one pigeon, nor three Gods, nor 
three men, nor three pigeons ; but one God, inseparable yet 
separated; indivisible yet divided; infinit yet sitting on a 
cloud ; eternal yet begotten, suckled, and crucified ; spirit- 
ual yet’ sweating blood ; incomprehensible, yet backed and 
defended by bigoted judges, godly priests, and Anthony 
Comstock, - 

And if this is not satisfactory I will cite them to a few 
such passages as those referring to Lot and his daughters 
(Gen. xix, 92), Abram and Hagar (Gen. xvi, 12), Isaac and 
his sister (Gen. xvi, 7), Shechem, Dinah, Jacob, and Hamor 
(Gen. xxxiv, 1-29), Reuben and his father's concubine (Gen. 
xxxv, 22), Judah and Tamar (Gen. xxxviii, 13-80), ‘‘ And 
the Lord said to Moses” (Lev, xviii, 6-30), the woman and 
the priest (Num. v, 14-31), the Lord, the Ammonite, and 
the Moabite (Deut. xxiii, 1-18), Tamar and her brother Am- 
non (2 Sam. xiii, 8-17), Solomon and his amours (Solomon 
vii, 1-10), what Rabshakeh said (Isaiah xxxvi, 12), Ezekiel 
and his cakes (Ezekiel iv, 12-15), the two sisters (Ezek. xiii, 
1-9); also to Hosea xii, 16... I will say t 
Benedict, Judge Clark, and all others that are hunting out 
simou-pure obscenity, read the foregoing passages I hav 
pointed out in the Jew-begotten Bible, and if you do not 
pronounce them lascivious and obscene, you had better shut 
your mouths and stop your action against Dr. Trall's ‘‘ Sex- 
ual Physiology,” “Cupid's Yokes,” Dr. Foote, and others, 
and against the editor of THs Taura SEEKER, for selling 
tiem. 

" Repent, then, all ye rogues; ve'il be forgiven, 
And giv the saints a holiday in heaven,” 

I will say further to Mr. Comstock that while he has a 
chance he had better go forthwith to all the Bible-publish- 
ing houses and clean them of their obscene Bibles and send 
them to Washington as trophies of his hunts, He might 
also giv strict orders that no more obscenity be sent to the 


as the men we hav in power to-day. 


are at present. 
selfish ag they can be. Yes, 


" Sowing the seed of a maddened brain, 
Sowing the seed of a tarnished name, 
. Sowing theseed of eternal shame.” 


sult to free speech, free press, and a free people. 
La Crosse, Wis. J. Perry. 


—— MÀ ——————— 


How to Promote the Leagues. 
The National Liberal League must be upheld. It is vit 


such objects must be sustained. 


promote.such an organization as the League. 


can be done, that Liberals will see to it that it (s done. 


araga with. 
Leagues. - 
The political discussions in the Liberal papers the pas 


will turn in and swell the new party to formidable dimen 
sions. To that end then let us organize Leagues—organize 


the churches and Christian Young Men's Association. 


hav been no corrupt systems or laws. If the poor people of 


to-day were raised to power, to make laws, with their pres-| impending questions. The grotesque incident happened to 
ent ignorance, they would be just as big rascals and cheats 


Let the working people become rich, with their present | the same question, according as he was instructed by the 
sensual habits, and they would be about as miserable as they ` ; 


The fact is the people are just as mean aud 


P pes what is the harvest? Superstition and ignorance. | say two months before each congress, let every annual mem- 
| But I must close—as I am iotruding on your space and time | per who can attend send his name and address to the bulle- 
—with the remark that the Comstock postal laws are an in- 


The season for reading, for assembling together, for social 
and co-operativ enterprise, is here; aud this is the season to 
Every year 
the literature of Freethought penetrates farther, wider, and 
into new places. Every year Liberal speakers find new 
audiences and increase old ones; and now, this winter, 
there must ba many new places where Freethought has 
gained sufficient foothold with numbers enough to form an 
auxiliary Liberal League. “ We hope, in every case where it 


We hav now the magnificent start of two hundred firm, 
unshaken Leagues. With these allin unison and in activ 
affiliation we can easily go on to conquer more Liberal 
worlds. Let us set to ourselvs thetask of doubling this 
number the coming year so as to go to the next annual con: 

Sr nr A Lont our 


year hav developed a general repugnance to casting the Lib- 
eral vote for either of the two great political parties; on the 
contrary à Widespread desire appeared to organiz3 a new 
political Liberal party. Well, the larger we can make the 
League, the broader and deeper will be the groundwork, 
and the more practical and easy the formation of such a 
party will be. No Liberal will object to this, provided all 


organize, organize League after League, and never cease the 
work till Leagues are as plentiful and powerful and activ as 


heathen, for they.do not want to be degraded with it any 
longer. What is the use of forming foreign aid societies, 
when in New York there are over sixty thousand Christians 
living in beggary and want, besides the thousands in Boston 
and Philadelphia who are suffering beyond all description 
in the midst of Bibles, churches, end religion. See the thou- 
sands of prieste, at the cost of millions annually, teaching 
lies and superstition every week in the churches in this 
“Jand of liberty," And see the thousands of ignorant syc- 
ophants crawling to these gospel-shops to listen to a lot of 
lying, kypocritical, lascivious, sensual scoundrels called 
priests spouting out of a mythical, lascivious, obscene book 
called the Word of God, while they listen for hours with 
their eyes shut; andif any one should happen to breathe 
upon them, or if any one should question their religious 
folly, or object to it, or attempt to enlighten them on the 
subject, they become corrupt masses of brutalism. 

Oh, what a specimen of civilization and progress ! Talk 
about the heathen! Why, they are moralists compared to. 
Christians. Look at our jails that are filled with the most 
ignorant and degraded lot of Christians, alias lunatics. 
They hav over fifteen hundred of them in the Georgia peni- 
tentiary. Think of it! Priests aré a lot of the most godly 
impostors that ever existed, for they cannot touch anything 
but they pollute and defile it. 

There is one law for the Christian and another for the 
ho-called Infidel. The rancor of the God-spirit that has 
heen manifested in this country since the passagé of the 
lJomstock laws is an insult and a disgrace to aby nation or 
eople, either savage or Civilized. The object of the Bible- 
taught, Christ-taught, God-taught Christian fanatic Com- 
itock, and others of the same kidney, appears to be to bury 
heir fangs in such men as you, Mr. Editor, and others of the 
Jost genuin and sterling worth. And also it appears plain 
me that their sole effort is to break down Tue TRUTH 
KER, free press, free speech, and the little liberty we 
vin this country. But then, what better state of things 
‘ln beexpected when the manners and habits of a Christian 
‘Rople are entirely rotten, for they are ready to take ad- 
intage of each other in every trade and calling wherever 
sy can, ‘They talk honesty and practice rascality. Men 
the willing tools of priests and political bulldozing 
mbuge, which show that they are corrupt in their morals 
d extremely selfish. It is said by some that it is the false 
tems and laws that corrupt the people, but it is a grand 
stake, for if the people had not been corrupt there would 
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LIFE AND ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS, 


as miglit be done. That is, life and annual memberships. 


the families of such Liberals might also bccome annual 


made up of thousands of individus] annual members, each 
paying one dollar every year into the League treasury, mak- 
ing a fund for the defense of persecuted editors, the support 
‘of lecturers, publishing documents, holding conventions, and 
prosecuting League work generally. Each member of a 
local League may also be an annual or life member of the 
National League. There is no objection to that; on the 
contrary, itis a new dollar contributed and a new tie cre- 
ated which helps to strengthen the relations with the national 
body. Each annual or life member belongs directly to the 
National League, is enrolled on its books, and is a more 
intimate and immediate constituent than is a member of an 
auxiliary League. 

The constitution of the National League provides that a 
life member paying twenty-five dollars for his membership 
may hav a Vote in the annual congress; and an annual mem- 
ber paying one dollar every year may hav a seat in the con- 
gress, but no vote. On this point I wish to make a practi-? 
cal suggestion, which will giv every annual member who 
chooses to attend a congress the right to speak and vote, and 
to all the privileges of the congress. » ; 


As the local Leagues extend and cover the whole of this. 


vast country, itis already found in practice that many of 
them are unable to afford the expense of sending delegates. 
Many of the auxiliaries remain wholly unrepresented, 
though each League is entitled to a representation of five 
delegates and five votes in every congress. In practice we 


do not get a personal representation of even one delegate 
from each League in any congress, The usage has pre- | 


vailed to some extent of distant Leagues sending proxies to book carries conviction where many a more pretending 
such known individual Liberals as lived near or were able 


ngress even whether members of local Leagues 


There is one feature of the League, specially provided for 
in its constitution, which has never been made as much of 


Large numbers of the Liberals of this country liv as yet in 
neighborhoods where there are not enough others to form a 
League. These isolated ones might all join the National 
League directly and become either life or annual members. 
Every subscriber to a Liberal journal, wherever-he may be, 
might become an annual member, and many members of 


members of the League. If there was not an auxiliary League 
in existence the National League ,might still exist and be 
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tional League, with instructions to vote in certain Ways on 


Prof. Rawson, in the last congress, of his holding proxies 
from different Leagues, and he voted in opposite ways on 


auxiliary whose proxy he held.’ 

Now I would suggest’ that individual Liberals in. large 
numbers, two or three thousand of them from all parts of 
the republic, become annual members of the National Lib- 
eral League, sending their one dollar every year and receiv- 
ing a signed and sealed annual certificate. Then every year, 


tin of the League and to the Liberal journals. Then 
instead of distant.Leagues cumulating many proxies in few 
hands, or sending them to persons who are neither members 
of a local nor the National League, let them select from the 


printed list of annual members who promis td attend the . 


a] Congress such names as appear nearest to their owa locality, 


to the life of mental liberty in this republic. It is the onl or such as they happen to ‘know, or whose opinions they 
organization peculiarly set for the edn of the aina know on quennons. an Which they are interested, and vest 
This country of ours is thatched all over with organizations them with their proxies, gach annual member 20 receive a 
for limiting, dwarfiag, trammeling the human mind, with. proxy from only one delegate and to cast only One vote, but 
the sole, only, and lonely institution of the Liberal League let each League, if it chooses, send proxies for all ita five 
established to permit and promote absolute liberty of Teles me pep annual members. Also let each 
thought, opinion, view, doctrin, belief, tenet, dogma, or Lesgue, if: it chooses, come partly represented by its own 
even whim or conceit that any man may choose to entertain, 
or publish, or carry out into action provided he injures no 
one else. © Every Liberal in this country, all men and 
women whose hearts beatin sympathy with the spirit of 
liberty, should feel it in their bones, as well as in the more 
tender tissues of the heart, that such an institution with 


resident delegate members and partly by proxy vested in 
annual members. : 

Whenever there may be special questions pending and 
likely to come up in the Congress, annue] members might 
solicit proxies from Leagues taking the side to which they 
themselvs incline, and the Leagues by correspondence and 
otherwise, could select the annual members whose convic- 
tions accorded with their own, 80 that every vote might be 
an honest, hearty vote and not a mere perfunctory one such 
as Rawson and others hav had to cast. This plan, too, 
would secure every prominent Liberal, every public speaker, 
every organizer and man of practical affairs a place oa the 
floor with a vote and all privileges. A few proxies might be 
placed in the hands of the directors to be distributed at 
their diseretion to such illustrious strangers or other worthy 
persons as might unexpectedly be present at the Congress. 

In practice not nearly all the annual members would 
atiend any congress any more than all the delegates per. 
mitted from auxiliaries now do. Also in practice, very 
likely, not enough annual members would attecd to take up 
all the prexies the. Leagues would hav to offer; but many 
would attend, and this plan would secure a fuller nd fai 

A T-ALL AS NW n wou 


convene 4 larger and more imposing congress. 
But aside from any advantages accruing to the annual or 
life member personally, the consciousness that he is a mem- 
ber of a powerful, influential, and useful organization, and 
the sense of the good he is doing by belonging to it, should 
be compensation enough for the giving of his dollar and 
influence to the great League. Oae man can do so little, . 
but a thousand men, five thousand, ten thousand, can do 
go much and exert an influence that the world will heed. i 

The National Liberal League, then, solicits the adhesion of 
individual Liberals, men and women and children all over 
the country, through this medium of life and annual mem- 
berships. The life memberships of course will be few, but 
there ought to be s0me, and the annual membership many. 
Whenever the great Lesgue is assailed from any quarter 
there is no Libera] anywhere so poor or humble but in this 
way he can back it up. If factious individuals attempt to 
disorganiza it, to sow disaffection, to *'sever the connec- 
tion" of some its auxiliaries, it will be in the power of its 
own immediate members to make good all losses and vindi- 
-ate its mission of mental freedom, equal rights, and good 
will tomen. With both features of its organization, indi- 
vidua] membership and local auxiliaries in full play, it will 
be invincible. 

‘Now let us hav a revival and an overflow of applications 
for charters of lccal Leagues and applications for life and 
annual memberships—$26 for life; $1 for annual. 

Address T. C. LELAND, 
201 Hast 'I1st street, N. Y. Bec'y N. L. L, 


t 
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“No MIRACLE Wag ever performed before a people who 
did not believe in miracles,"—Renan. In connection with 
this saying of the brilliant Frenchman let the reader turn to 
Matt. xiii, 58-58, and especially let him ‘‘mark, learn, and in- 
wardly digest ” the last verse: ‘And he did not many mighty 
works there because of their unbelief.” Surely, if miracles 
had been of any real value, this would hav been the time and 
the place to add miracle to miracle—to pile Pelim upon Osa 
and to fix both on the top of Olympus—ti!] the most skepti- 
cal and *'slow of belief” should cry out Hold! Enough! 
But Jesus, as reputed by his biographers, took a different 
view of the matter. He reflected that he was among his 
own kindred and his own people and that they had known 
him too intimately to admit of any juggling. It is not be- 
fore the savants of Paris that the Blessed Virgin makes her 
appearance, in these latter days. She prefers presenting 
herself to a lonely shepherd girl, as silly as her sheep and as 
unfit to judge of evidence. A miracle reported is believed 
readily enough even by those who would hav scorned to 
look at it if done before their eyes. Oae is tempted to be- 
i lieve that credulity increases directly as the square of the dis 
| tance, and we have the word of Jesus for it that *' blessed 
' are those who hav not seen and yet hav believed.” A pre- 

cious mazim truly.—Hylaz. 


— 39 ——————— 


“ Jouw's Wax” is good, The plot is splendid, and the 


s a good little book. a dearer- n 


, Work would fail. It isa 
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(Continued from: page 787.) 
of a brick building that has been burnt to the 
ground. ` 

We had a lovely view of the great extent of beau- 
tiful country, including mountains, valleys, plains, 
and ocean, spread out like a panorama below us. 
There are but few places in the world where more 
beautiful views can be seen. 'The Apennines are 
. very plainly seen on the opposite side of the 
horizon, and from them an outlying branch winds 
round to Salerno, and then blends in the distance 
with the Calabrian range behind. In the distance 
are many conical mountain tops, which look as 
though they might once have been voloanoes them- 
selves, and in the wide intervale between the moun- 
tains, called the Campagna of Naples, are highly 
cultivated fields, laid off finely in vegetable gardens, 
vineyards, etc., which can be taken in at one glance, 
showing a wide vista of rich vegetation. As,however, 
we neared the mountain top we became enveloped in a 
thick fog, a letting down of the clouds themselves, 
whieh cut off the beautiful panorama we had viewed 
with so much pleasure. For some time this dense 
fog had hung over the summit of the smoking 
mountain, and we were well aware it portended no 
addition to our enjoyment. We would much prefer 
to see the crater entirely divested of fog and mist 
and clouds. 

At length we reached the end of our journey so 
far as the horses and carriages were concerned. 
We came to the Vesuvius railroad, which was com- 
pleted some four months ago. I was somewhat 
disappointed to find that the road was no longer. 
When I heard about ascending Vesuvius by rail I 
inferred it was rail all the way, but I was mistaken. 
The road is but about two thousand feet in length, 
or nearly a third of à mile, and it rises at a grade of 
forty-five degrees, or equidistant betweeen the per- 
pendicular and the horizontal. The ascent is made 
by means of astationary engine, which is at the 
lower end of the road, and the cars are taken up by 
the means of what may be called an endless band, 
or wire cable, an inch in diameter, which runs on 
pulleys at each extremity. Two cars are in use, 
one ascending while the other descends, and thus it 
will be seen they must both be taken into the end- 
less band. The cars run upon a single rail, and the 


rail is securely fastened to a continuous beam of 
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depth. To keep the cara from tipping, a brace- 
wheel runs horizontally, bearing agaiust the 
heavy timber at its lower edge, near where it 
comes in contact with the mountain. This arrange- 
ment keeps the cars quite firm, though they run on 
a single rail. The cars are not large ; they contain 
four seats each, with two persons on a seat; thus 
eight persons constitute a load. The car is di- 
vided into two divisions, the upper several feet 
higher than the lower end, and each division has a 
level floor. The cars are named Etna and Vesuve. 
We made the ascent in the former and the descent 
in the latter. It requires ten minutes to make the 
. ascent or descent, and seems a little like “pokerish” 
riding. All along up the mountain side are sta- 
tionary pulleys or rollers about twenty-five feet 
apart for the wire cable to rest upon while the trip 
is being made. There seems to be no way pos- 
sible by which life need be endangered on the 
road. Even if the engine should give out when the 
cars are in trausit they have brakes to apply to hold 
both cars still; and éven if in motion, one car bal- 
ances the other so that neither could run down rap- 
idly. 
When we arrived at the end of the road a 
heavy task was stil before us. It does not go 
within about a thousand feet of the top of the crater, 
and this very steep ascent has to be made on foot. 
The guides proposed to carry me iff a sedan chair, 
on two poles, one end of each on a man’s shoulder, 
and all for the sum of five francs, but I declined, 
thinking I would be as safe depending upon my own 
feet as theirs, and preferring to reach the summit 
by my own exertion rather than by that of others. 
I asked why the railroad had not been continued to 
the top, and as nearly as I could learn from their 
very bad English, it was because the cone of the 
volcano trembles and shakes at times so severely. 
The climbing that last five hundred or one thou- 
sand feet gave me the most vigorous exercise of 
anything I have done for a long time. The grade 
is fully forty-five degrees, and the cone is mere 
loose ashes, and at every step one slips back half as 
far as he goes forward. It was about the most 
laborious traveling I ever attempted, and made me 
puff like a broken-winded old horse. Once on the 
way, I was glad to sit down on a pile of lava, and 
get my breath a little; nevertheless I enjoyed it 
greatly, though all around me were ashes, cin- 
ders, and scoriz, the very quintescence of aridity 
and desolation. At length the edge of the crater 
was reached, and more than ever I realized that 
Vesuve is a great old smoker, and that like all other 
smokers, he has a bad breath. The fumes of sul- 
phur and vapor poured out in abundance, though 
partly on the opposite side of the crater from the 
first point we touched. The crater is over half a 
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side being fifty or one hundred feet lower than the 


opposite. On the north side there seems to be a 
solid crusting over fifty feet or more below the rim 
of the crater, but as we passed around toward the 
opposite side we came nearer the smoker and could 
easily hear the bubbling and splashing of the fery 
liquid mass inside the abyss. It sounded as though 
a heavy rock had dropped into the fluid mass which 
eaused the waves to dash up against the rocky sides 
of that literal Tartarus. Ever and anon I could 
hear the ceaseless bubbling over in the chasm, and 
the sylphurous vapor poured out upon me to such. 
an extént that I was constrained to say, “ Vesuve, 
you are not very mannerly toward your visitors. 
You have a horrid bad breath, and you would show 
more courteousness to retain it or puff it the other 
way.” He kept on, however, in his own coarse way, 
paying no attention to'my rebuke. When I could 
scarcely breathe I could not help thinking of the 
Elder Pliny when he was smothered by the same 
gas in Stabia, now Castellemare, in the year 79, at 
the time Pompeii and Herculaneum were destroyed. 

The grandest thing in covnection with what I saw 
while on Mount Vesuvius was the sight of a stream 
of melted lava running down the side of the cone. 
Yes, I saw the red-hot stream of fused metal and 
rock, fresh from the bowels of the earth, as it made 
its way down the fiery mountain. I was within a 
hundred feet of it, and I saw it distinctly. The guide 
went down to the lurid stream and succeeded in get- 
ting some of the lava. He brought to me a lump 
nearly as large as my fist, and still so hot I could 
not hold it. I regarded it as the latest importation 
from the infernal regions. While looking, listening, 
and admiring that which is so grand, so stupendous, 
and so unequaled, old Pluvious came along. It rained 
pretty lively for a while, long enough, at all events, to 
wet me through. This was all the fault of that over- 
coat of mine; it was in Naples. It has the very dis- 
agreeable habit of being absent when I want it and 
present when I don’t want it. But I will “ get even” 
with it. One of these times I will take it out and 
give it a good wetting ; then I will be revenged. 
It looked so pleasant in the morning and was so 
warm that I thought I would not need it, and that I 
would avoid being annoyed with it by leaving it 
behind. But I did not mind the rain, and all for 


the sake of old Vesuve, who is far grander than all 
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for several wettings. The rain only fell on the sum- 
mit of the mountain, for when we descended into 
the valley below we found it had not rained there at 
all. It was an instance of being up in the clouds 
and getting moistened when it was fair weather be- 
low. The crater is said to be two thousand feet in 
depth, and how much farther down the fiery mass 
extends no man knows; assuredly it would be a 
decidedly uncomfortable place for a person to be 
‘dropped into. I concluded while there that if hell 
„is such a place as the inside of that volcano, I do 
not wish to take up board and: lodging there for 
more than a million or two of years. I think, 
rather, that hell is only fit for those who invented 
it, whether it was Jahveh or his many very officious 
and most vindictive priests. 
| Making the descent from a high mountain, you all 
_know, is a much shorter task than making the 
ascent. When we reached the foot of the railroad 
we found our coachman waiting for us, and we were 
very soon whirling back to the city. The horses in 
'going toward home did not need the same prompt- 
ing they did incoming out ; the driver did not have 
to 80 often use the word which means for the horses 
to go faster. Instead of saying “get up,” or “go 
, along,” they simply say “ah-h-h-h,” in just such a 
tone and with such an emphasis as one would if he 
_had run a sliver under his finger-nail, or hit a very 
‘tender and painful boil. That “ah-h-h-h” is to be 
heard from all Neapolitan drivers, and it answers 
the horses’ and donkeys’ purpose just as well as the 
Frenchman’s “Ge” or the- American's “ Get up.” 
,We were back in the city in good time for our 
evening meal (which everybody insists upon calling 
|“ dinner 3 feeling that a good day's work had been 
performed. I had for many years desired to see 
Mount, Vesuvius, and my desire had been realized, 


- CASTELLAMARE AND SORRENTO. 


The next morning I resolved to make a trip down 
,the Bay to Castellamare and Sorrento. I took the 
cars to the first named place, passing through ‘sev- 
eral good-sized villages along the shores of the bay. 
Fine views are obtained all along. Castellamare 
contains over 25,000 inhabitants, and is situated 
close to high hills of precipitous rocks which form 
the lower end of the.St. Angelo range of moun- 
tains, The scenery all around is exceedingly grand. 
Both Vesuvius and the Bay are seen to great advan- 
tage, while the mountains of abrupt rocks coming 
close to the Bay make a very striking contrast. Up- 
on the mountain sides are a few conspicuous castles 
or mansions that make a most imposing appearance, 
and the locality must afford the occupants a splendid 
view of the sea, the volcano, and much of the con- 
tiguous country. There is a winding path up the 
mountain which is climbed with some difficulty, I 
did not care to try it. The highest castle or edifice 


is said to stand on. the ground where once stood a 


temple of Diana. Castellamare stands on the site of 
ancient Stabie, which was ruined by Sylla, and de- 
stroyed in 79 with Pompeii and Herculaneum. The 
séa retired from the locality during the eruption, 
leaving a place for the. modern town. It was here 
that the. elder Pliny, from a too ardent spirit of in- 
vestigation, lost his life, and his nephew, the 
younger Pliny, barely escaped with his. The sul- 
phurous acid gas from Mount Vesuvius was too pow- 
erful. Several relics found there are nbw in the 
Naples Museum. 

In December, 1857, a terrible earthquake occurred 
here. Miss Catlow, who was a resident of the place 
at the time, thus describes it : “We retired early, 
but after a short time were disturbed with a slight 
crackling noise, which, as we attributed it at first to 
the wood fire in the adjoining room, did not occasion 
any alarm. Ag it increased, however, our attention’ 
was aroused, and as we listened the same noise began 
in-our room, accompanied by an indescribable grat- 
ing and rustling as though the walls had been sud- 
denly endowed with life. We started up with a 
vague feeling that something terrible was about to 
happen, and then the whole house began to moz-. 
and we knew it was an earthquake. Almost beióre 
the motion ceased (it lasted but a few seconds) the 
large square in front of the hotel was filled with 
people, screeching and calling out, * Z7 torremoto, il 
torremoto/? While getting a light the awful and 
mysterious sounds returned far more vigorously. All 
the walls and beams seemed -to be rubbing against 
each other and cracking as though they would split 
from top to bottom. Two minutes after, the oscilla- 
tion began again, and with much greater violence. 
We stood in the middle of the room, holding by the 
chairs and each other, the floor appearing io heave 
under our feet and the walls swaying backward and 
forward. "This was a terrible moment, and not the 
least fearful part was the shrieking of the poor peo- 
ple, the loud screams of the children, and the riuging 
of the church bells caused by the vibration. We 
felt as if one more shock must bring this large, 
Square, solid house down." . 

In some instances wallsfive feet thick were rent 
asunder.. Next day Vesuvius looked very grand and 
ominous, with its enormous column of smoke 
rising in the air, then taking the shape of a pine 
wee, Which, when the evening sun touched it with 


gold and ‘crimson, was the grandest soene-evor-wit-. - 


nessed. In the evening there was again another 
shock of sufficient force to disturb the water in 
the washbow], and to set the  ehandeliers to 
swinging. And even for a month the earth had 
quite a tremor many times daily, with a motion like 
that of the lid of a boiling kettle. On the last day 
of the month an additional shock was felt. 

I was not informed how to go from Castellamare 
to Sorrento, which is ten or fifteen miles further 
down the Mediterranean. I knew the railroad ends 
at Castellamare, but I did not know whether an- 
other started there, or whether I would have to hire 
a carriage. A plenty of hackmen were at the ter- 
minal station, extremely anxious to carry me any 
where I wished to go ; but I did not wish to hold a 
tete a tete with them. I wanted to look at the town, 
so I walked down the street toward the large moun- 
tain of rocks, thinking I would make inquiries after 
a while. I found myself rather in company with 
two or three priests and the same number of lay- 
men, who seemed to be going somewhere together, 
and it occurred to me that they might be going to 
Sorrento, and that I would follow them—follow 
priests for once, and see what would come of it; 
but it turned out about as might be expected—they 
led me astray. I followed to about the end of the 
town, when they entered a large building. Thinking 
it might be the station, I still followed. They as- 
cended several flights of stairs, which I also ascend- 
ed. I began to conclude we were going up into an 
observatory, and that suited me. I soon found 
myself on the upper floor, and discovered that the 
premises were occupied as schools, I saw in gev- 
eral rooms desks for the teachers and seats for 
scholars. I naturally concluded I had got into the 
wrong pew, and was about retracing my steps when 
a gentleman approached me, and in Italian said 
something. tantamount to “ Well, sir, what do you 
went hereff: Smiling, I replied that I hardly 
wanted anything. I had followed some gentlemen 
up there under a misapprehension. I soon perceived 
that he comprehended me far less than I did him. I 
asked if he spoke English. He shook his head. 
Several gathered around me, bat none of them 
could speak English, and I was unable to explain 
my embarrassment; but they evidently did not 
think I intended to carry off their schoolhouse. 

I inferred from what they said that there was one 


among them who could speak English, and they ` 


called for him. Soon a tall, good-looking gentleman 
came up, and I asked him if he spoke English. He 
replied, “ Very leetel.” I soon found that it was 
not only “very leetel,” but also very poor; but, as I 
have several times discovered, wretched English is 
better for my use than the best Italian. I told him 
I was an American, that I wished to go to Sorrento, 
and was not informed how to get there, He smil- 
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ingly gave me to understand that the best way was 
to go by water, to. hire a boatman to row me there. 
He then called a servant, and directed him to take 
me where thé boats were to be had. We descended 
the stairs together, and were soon by the water’s 
edge, and a few soldi paid alldamages. The boat- 
man to Whom I was introduced called himself Cap- 
tain Santaline. I was gratified to find he could 
speak English a little. I asked how much he would 
charge to take me to Sorrento. He said six francs. 
T suggested that perhaps I had better go by car- 
riage, when he said five franes would do. We 
agreed on the five, and were soon on our way, he 
doing.the rowing and I sitting at the stern, looking 
on and taking in the many beauties around us. 
When I learned that the distance was fifteen miles, 
I concluded the first price was not too much, It 
took Captain Santaline three hours to row the dis- 
tance, and he handled his oars skilfully. — 

I think it one of the most picturesque fifteen 
miles I ever traveled. The beauty and grandeur 
began at Castellamare and continued all the way— 
the lovely Medeterranean, as smooth as glass on the 
one side, and the lofty and ever-changing scenery of 
rocks on the other, interspersed with grottoes, cav- 
erns, towns on the hills, fine hotels on the high 
bluffs, etc., etc. Castellamare has a good harbor, and 
considerable shipping lay there ; among the rest an 
English bark, on which, Captain Santaline informed 
me, was much sickness, nearly all the crew having 
the fever. The captain also informed me that he 
‘had been as a sailor to London, Liverpool, Glasgow, 
Dublin, and New York. When I said New York 
was my home he seemed much pleased and said, 
* Fine city, plenty people, plenty workee, plenty 
money, plenty commarce.”? Tassured him he was quite 
correct. The captain was very sociable, and though 
his English was quite defective, I understood him 
better than he understood me. When I inquired of 
him the distance to a certain village, the number of 
its inhabitants, the hight of the mountains, and ques- 
tions of that sort, he invariably answered ** Yes, 
yes.” I concluded he thought Yes the proper answer 
for all questions. Another thing was very noticeable 
in the captain—he was extremely friendly, and 
often expressed it in this way, “I likee you so 
mooch ; I likee you likee mine own brother.” I 
smiled audibly, and told him we were brothers, and 
that I had many more besides him. Sometimes he 
would say, *I thinkee I likee you too mooch.” I 
assured him-thoro was-nof the slightest danger in 
the matter; that I never knew harm to fr 
a person liking me too well; but that I had 
known of some trouble to grow out of liking me too 
little. The captain has a gray beard but has 
not seen so many years as myself, I noticed as 
we passed along the shore that large quantities of 
rock were being quarried to take to Naples for 
building and street purposes, and also for burning 
lime, Several gangs were loading vessels with 
the stone, some taking large heavy blocks, and 
others the small pieces. The first were run upon 
rollers and steep slides, and the latter carried in 
baskets on the back from the quarry to the boat; and 
among the workers I saw some women. It seemed 
very heavy work for women,and I thought that wheel- 
barrows would be better for moving stones than 

. baskets. For that kind of work laborers are paid 
four francs a day—about seventy-five cents of our 
money. I saw also several companies of fishermen 
at work hauling the seine. I should also have said 
fisherwomen, for about half were women, and they 
pulled on the ropes and stood knee-deep in the 
water the same as the men. Sometimes, as in the 
days of the apostles, they make good hauls, and 
sometimes quite light. Such is “ fisherman’s luck.” 

I was highly interested in the majestic piles of 
rock which skirted the Mediterranean all the way. 
Sometimes they rose almost perpendicular to the 
hight of a thousand feet, and in some instances they 
even hung over toward the sea. Under these 
massive piles of rocks are many most picturesque 
grottoes and caverns. The captain rowed into 
many of these, sometimes to the distance of three 
hundred feet, and so far that the daylight could not 
reach, and all was dark. It reminded me of cross- 
ing the river under the rocks in the Mammoth Cave, 
Kentucky. Sometimes the opening into these caverns 
was small and sometimes large; sometimes the rocks 
overhead came down low, and at other times they 

* were high and vaulted, and looked almost as though 
they had been cut out by the hand of man ; but the 
hand of nature does far more than the hand of man 
can perform. I frequently shouted in these cavern- 
ous recesses, and found the echo quite inter- 
esting. In some places these grottoes resembled 
cathedrals and chapels, and were large enough for a 
good audience, and again they seemed like hallways 
to some interior palace. In some instances we found 
men fishing far under the rocks. ZU 

The captain was very kind to take me into these 
cavernous recesses, and in every instance asked, 
s You takee mooch pleasure?” I assured him I en- 
joyed it very much. He also repeatedly reminded 
me that I could not have seen those grottoes had I 
gone by carriage. I was aware of the fact, and was 
glad I came by boat, though it took longer. . I told 


the captain that he need not take the time to enter! 
all the caverns, that it answered very well for me to of Sorrento than the natives, perceiving myself to 
look into them. His reply was: “I wantee to givee; be a stranger, and deeming me their lawful prey; 
you mooch. pleasure, I likee you so mooch, I takee l beset me tothe number of a dozen or more, some: 
you into every one if you likee,” I thanked him wishing me to ride in their carriages, and othéra 
for his kindness, and restrained his exuberance of |that-I should employ them as guides, In vain I 
good nature. Several we passed unentered. told them I did not wish to ride, and that my friend, 
In several places where the water touched the the captain, was all the guide I-required. They 
rock were considerable deposits of sulphur, sufficient followed me for squares, importuning me as if^ their 
to make the water white for several rods around, and | existence depended upon my employing them. If, 
a coating of sulphur was left on the rocks. Bath-| however, that was the case, their existence must 
ing places are fitted up and people resort there to |800n have terminated, for I employed none of them. - 
use the waters for health. In other places the water To get rid of their ill-mannerly teasing, the captain 
was charged with some other mineral and had aland I retired to a restaurant. He showed me his 
reddish color, as though iodine was held in solution, | hands frequently, that I might see how he had 
I took two drinks of these medicated waters from a | nearly blistered them in rowing me so long 4 
cup which the captain uses for bailing his boat.| distance. I told him I was very sorry, and that 
With the salt and sulphur in the water it tasted de-|! was aware it was hard work. His reply 
cidedly medicated, and I am glad to be able to say I| was, “ Me no care; I likee you as my brother.” 
have since enjoyed very good health. Knowing he must be weary and hungry, I said 
_ In a few miles we passed the lime rock, which is|We would have some refreshments, and that. 
in strata twelve to twenty inches in thickness, run- | he might order what he pleased. Ilesaid he wanted 
ning sometimes horizontally and sometimes with a|80me macaroni, and asked if I would have some. 
decided dip, and we came to a sand-rock without replied that I would, as I had never eaten any, and 
strata, which reaches the same great hight. In this it was about time I commenced. So, as a prelude, 
sand-rock are also caverns and grottoes, and as the| We each had a plateful of stewed macaroni, com- . 
rock is much softer than the limestone considerable posed of those long slippery strings of wheaten 
cutting has been done at the orifices of the grottoes, | gluten before spoken of. The dish looks about as 
giving them the appearance of the large doors of much like angle worms as anything, only they were 
cathedrals, and in other cases I deemed the caverns | longer ànd slipperyer. The fashion isto add to them 
and chapels nearly entirely artificial or made by|grated cheese, a mixture of tomato, something like 
man. In many instances they do not extend into| catsup, and then to go ahead and take in those long 
the water, but have the rock for a floor, and|slippery strings as fast as possible. It was néw 
meetings have often been held there. Sometimes| business to me, and of course I acted awkwardly. 
small rooms have been dug into this soft rock|The captain perceiving this, said: “Lookee me; 
fifty feet above the water and reached by steps cut |lookee me," and the way he forked those strings in 
in the rock or by a kind of ladder. The hotels and and sucked them down was a marvel to me, a new 
boarding-houses on the top not unfrequently com- beginner. I tried to imitate him, but with only par- 
municate by private stairs with the caverns and |tial success. They were so long and slippery that I 
chapels below, as.well as bathing houses fitted up for could not at once acquire the art of transferring 
the use of guests. Many fine hotels and pensiones | them from the plate to my stomach. I think, how- 
(boarding-houses) re. looated all along on these | ever, that with considerable boldness, dextrous 
beautiful high bluffs and cliffs, and many people handling of the fork, and not 4 little sucking, I made 
from England and other countries come here to stay |away With about half my plateful by the time the 
afew weeks. I can hardly imagine a more delight- captain had made his invisible. He said, “ How: 
ful place—the most genial climate in the world, a| you likee macaroni?” I replied that it was very 
beautiful view of the Mediterranean, as grand|nice, but I wished he would be kind enough to finish 
mountain scenery as the world affords, with a plenty mine, as I thought I had taken enough for the first 
of fruit and all the accessories of health and pleasure. lesson, This request he cheerfully complied with, 
Vineyards, orange and lemon gardens, olive groves, | and smacking his lips said, “ Macaroni very good.” 
and fig trees are growing on the rocks along the When the second course, of beeksteak, came on, I felt 
c is aoil enough to sustain | more at home, and was able to keep up with the 
them. There are quite as many of the beauties of | Captain, Wro- Trumsett was not eter ALi 
nature here, quite as many means gf enjoyment as |closed the act, and four franes paid the bill. 
can be found in any locality. By the names of the} When we had completed our inspection of the 
hotels, “ Hotel de Angleterre,” “Hotel Victoria,” | town and its surroundings, we set our faces toward 
etc., it would seem they cater for English patronage. | Castellamare, 
After passing several villages situated up among | enter and inspect grottoes, we returned in less time 
the rocks, we finally reached Sorrento, the Syren-|than we consumed in going down. I had old Vesu- 
tum, or Syren Town of the Greeks, and Sorrentum | vius immediately before me on my return, and I 
of the Romans, having a population of about eight | watched him puffing and smoking with unabated 
thousand. It is some hundreds of feet above the| interest. The captain often asked me, “ You takee 
Mediterranean, and this altitude we had to climb|mooch pleasure P? 
by a continuous stone stairway, up a deep, pic- pleasure, and almost running over.” 
turesque, and wild-looking gorge. At length 
we reached the square of the town, and found] journey, it being further south and east than any 
the remains of old pagan temples, those of Hercules, | other point visited. From here almost every mile 
Ceres, Sethos, and others. We also found the statue traveled will be toward home. My return will be 
of Tasso the poet. Sorrento was the birthplace of much more rapid than the first half of my journey. 
this talented man, and the people of the town take | Feeling so many of you drawing me, and my own 
not a little pride in making this claim known. The} anxiety to reach home, will accelerate my returning 
site of Tasso’s house is on the cliff, near Villa | steps. À 
Strongoli, and is now used as a hotel. To this he] When I perceived that it would be night before | 
came in 1577, after his seven years of captivity in| we reached Castellamare, I said tothe captain that I 
Florence. The house belonging to his sister is near | believed I would stay there over night, and then . 
by. Boccaccio also once made Sorrento his home, | early in the morning go to Pompeii, which is but . 
as did Dominichino, Spagnoletto, Caravaggio, Santa | three miles away. | He at once insisted that I. 
Rosa, and other artists. It has been a favorite resi- j should stop over night with him. “Oh,” said he, , 
dence since the time of Augustus. Its environs ; à ) I € 
abound in magnificent natural scenery. Several| your homee, mine wifee your wifee, mine chil- 
popular places of resort are in the neighborhood,|dren your children." I thanked him, and said he 
among which are the Conti delle Fontanelle, and | was extremely kind but that I could not possibly 
Cermenna hills, at the back of the town, on the| think of accepting so many favors from him, and 
ridge which runs through the peninsula, said Yo be|that I could not yet promise that I would accept, 
infested with wolves in winter; Monte Sant? Angelo, | any of them, but I would see. Not knowing what. 
where is a splendid view of both the Bay of Naples|kind of a place he lived in, nor whether I would. 
and the Bay of Salermo; Cape Minerva, the Rock | wish to lodge there, I did not commit myself. Per- 
of Capri, the Syrens, the Groves of Amalfi, the|haps he perceived my hesitancy, for he said, “ You, 
Plain of the P:estum, a prospect of incomparable | no likee me?" ^ Oh, yes, captain,” I replied, “ I like, 
beauty, thence down by a steep, picturesque path, | you very much, but I do not wish to say that I will, 
Scaricatojo, on the Bay of Salermo, the nearest | lodge with you till see. I fear it will not be con- 
place by boat to the Isles of the Syrens, two miles | venient for you to keep me; I think I had better go, 
distant. to a hotel.” He urged, “I have good room, clean 
These uninhabited rocks were formerly the state bed, all nicee, and I likee you all samee as mine, 
prisons of the little republic of Amalfi, and are the brother.” He added that he would accompany me 
Sirenum Scopuli of Virgil, where the syrens lived | to Pompeii in the morning and see that I got there 
who attracted their victims with a song, and then {all right. [ in 
ate them up. I did not see any of the syrens,| when I did not need him, I rather demurred at hie 
unless they were those damsels who were carrying going, when he immediately again said, “Oh, you no: 
baskets of stone or engaged in hauling in the seines, | likee me, but I likee you all samee as mine brother. i 
and they did not look as though they would eat Lhad to once more assure him that I entertained 
anybody. E quite a high esteem for him, and upon our arrival at . 
Some three miles from Sorrento once stood a 
On the] found that he had told 
wife a pleasant woman, 


We no sooner made our appearance in the streets 


I 


! 


temple of Minerva, and another of Juno. me correctly. I found hi 


site of the latter is now a lighthouse, which is cer- 
tainly putting it to quite as good use as 


church or a chapel there, His 


and not having to stop on the way to`: 


I replied, * Yes, I am full of : 


“I likee you samee as mine brother; mine homee , 


the landing I MER pe him to his home and. j 
| to 


that he had two children: | 


building aland that he had a spare bedroom with a clean bec: i 
house faces the bay, and from his fron E 


r 


Attlo wina... 


At Sorrento I reached the utmost limit of my : 


Not wishing to pay him for his time | 
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the slightest aid from Christianity, which we are|standing in the middle of the room are figures of 
told over and over again by its advocates is the|human beings. found uuder the lava and ashes. 
source of civilization. But this claim is just about | Some are of men and some of women. On the heads 
as true a8 many others which they set up. of the women may still be seen the arrangement of 
It is thought that Pompeii had about forty-five | their hair and the folds of the drapery, all of which 
thousand inhabitants at the time it was destroyed, | hav become petrified into stone. In.one instance © 
and that the larger portion of the péople made their | two women were found together, apparently mother 
escape from the flood of fire, but many who were | and daughter ; they fell together, but their faces do 
unable to get away were submerged by the lava|notindieate extreme suffering. Probably they were 
and ashes, and their bodies have been found just as | smothered before the liquid lava reached them, The 
they lay when the fiery mass overwhelmed them. | faces of some of the figures have agony and fright 
Several of these bodies, or casts from them, still|depicted upon them. Here are also many samples 
NI ' exist, and the looking at them excites a deep feel-| of charred and partially burnt articles of .clothing, 
M ‘ing of solemnity. About one-third of the area of | ropes, etc. i 2 "a 
In the morning we were up betimes, and the cap- the city has been unearthed, and a force of men is} In the third room are more shells, human skulls, 
tain and myself repaired to a restaurant and: took stillcengaged in removing the ashes, cinders, and | on some of which the hair of the owners is still vis- 
our breakfast, when he chartered a carriage to take pumice stone, and new treasures are still being |ible; loaves of bread as they were found in the 
us to Pompeii, which the Italians pronounce in two found. Within the past year many very interest- | ovens and in the houses, only blackened by the great 
syllables, as we would if spelt Pompay. Our driver ing relics have been brought to light, including the| heat ; specimens of dried fruit, paints and colors 
was a regular young Jehu ; and the way ke cracked bottles and jars for medicines and ointments in the|used by the artists, mills or mortars for grinding 
\ his whip and said, “Ah-h-h-h” to his horses was shops of the apothecaries, many articles of jewelry, | them ; jars of ointment, various drugs, lamps, lan- 
almost startling, We reached Pompeii before eight, fine vases, lamps, etc., ete. e " | terns, door latches and handles, bottles, glass ware, 
ready to inspect the city that was alive with activity| The city had six gates and twelve towers in the| pins, small bells, bridles for horses, copper ` pans,” 
two thousand years ago and was suddenly sub- walls, which were two miles in circuit, and twenty- | various vegetables and eatables, egg shells, horns, 
merged with hot lava and ashes in the year 79 of five or thirty feet high, sloping on both sides, and | pincers, trowela, snails, tortoises, candlesticka, la- 
our era. wide enough on the top for two or three carriages | dies, baskets, compasses, hooks, hammers, needles, 
A payment of two francs has to be made at the abreast. T'he remains of two gates are left, and the | funnels, braziers, measures of capacity, skeletons of 
gate, including guide; and the captain said as he grooves in which the portcullis was made to drop, | horses, dogs, cats, rats, eto. Here was also a sea- 
had often been in he would wait for me at the to keep out approaching enemies,are still plainly to be | shell bronze, with a little sucking pig, the bones of 
entrance till I came out. I could not dissuade him geen. About thirty streets, thought to comprise | fowls, eto. In this room are seen the statues in 
from this decision. one-third part of the city, have been excavated on| marble of Venus, a beardless youth, and a satyr as 
I enjoyed this visit to the city of the past very, the northwest side, and thus the miniature city, | executed by the ancient artists. x 
much. Ihave for many years wished to look upon! which is thought to have been a summer resort, is| ^I will not undertake-to give you the names of all. 
the ruins of the busy city which eighteen hundred exposed to view. The streets, though quite perfect, | the streets, nor a description of the many houses, 
years ago was so suddenly submerged by an ex-|are narrow, and the houses are of a compact charac- | shops, stores, and other places, which I visited, as 
: traordinary eruption from old Vesuve. I greatly|ter and appear to have been but a single story in| that would make my letter tedious, but they were 
| — enjoyed what I saw there on the spot, and only wish hight. The roofs were crushed in and are no|all most interesting. The private palaces of the 
) I could hold it up to your view as it was presented j longer to be seen. There were several rich palaces | wealthy, the temples for the gods, the pillars and 
|o to mine. . belonging to the wealthy classes, but the dwellings | floors of which are still there ; the halls of justice, 
DOR Pompeii is on the plain of the Sarno, the ancient | of the poor were of a somewhat inferior character. | with their. large rooms, pillars, platforms, ete., for 
i Sarnus, and three miles from the south base of | The dwellings of the rich extended through from |the judges; the theater and the large amphitheater, 
Vesuvius, and on the side opposite the city of Na-|street to street, with a front on each. The entrance|are the most imposing objects of observation, and. 
les from which it is distant some twelve miles. | or portico led into the outer court, thence into the | are worthy of a full description. The amphitheater 


windows old Vesuvius was plainly in view, belching 
out its fire and smoke some six or eight miles away. 
I complimented the captain upon his pleasant home, 
and assured him that many persons would travel 
thousands of miles to look upon what he had there 
every day and night before him. I said I would 
accept his kind offer and tumble that bed for him. 
After that he was much pleased, and we walked 
about the town some, visited a macaroni faetory, 
IM etc., when we returned to his home. After looking 
|. at old Vesuve till I became sleepy, I retired to rest. 


POMPEII, T 


he city of Pompeii, in the days of its glory, stood 
close by the sea, but the terrible commotion in the 
earth at that locality, together with the enormous 
outpouring of lava, turned the course of the river 
Sarno, and placed the site of Pompeii two miles 
from the sea, At the time of that wonderful out- 
pouring of the volcano, immense showers of fine 
ashes fell somewhat gently for several miles on the 
leeward side of the burning mountain, and easily 
penetrated the houses of Pompeii, with their rather 


inner or two inner courts, endi deg surrounded by| is very commodious, and must have held a large. 
rooms, not large, but very nedtly decorated, evi-|number of. people. It is probable that gladiatorial 
dently designed for bedrooms, rooms for meals, re-|sports were witnessed here, and possibly contests 
tirement, ete. These were closed in, but the courts| with wild beasts. They also had a tragic and a 
were open, and generally covered by an awning.|comie theater, the ruins of which are easily traced. . 
Glass was used in some of the windows. "There| The stage, the place for the orchestra, and the seats 
were seats and sofas round the courts, which had {for the audience in circles, one above another, are 
artistic and ornamental mosaic floors, with tanks|stil there. The pavement of the floor of the or- 


and fountains for use and ornamentation. Vases of|chestra in the comic theater is of fine marbles, and 
flowers, statuary, and marble tables were abundant. | bears the name of Marcus Occulatins Verus, at 


open tops, and after bursting in their roofs, gradu-|'The walls and pillars were oftener of stucco than | whose expense it is supposed to have been made. 
i ally buried the entire city to a depth of from twelve | marble, but marble columns and statnas wore vory | Iu vhe tragic theater were private boxes for distin- 
| to twenty-five feet, without otherwise destroying it. | often set wlun, Many of the walls of the houses f guished characters, such as pro-consuls, duumvirs, 
| This catastrophe took place on the 24th of August, | have holes in them, supposed to have been made by | priests, and vestal virgins. The military also had 
| in the year 79, but a few years after the time when | the owners who returned to recover some treasures, | places assigned for them. 
Jerusalem was taken and destroyed by the Romans like caskets of valuables, which they had left behind} The Civil Forum is still standing, with much of 
$ under Titus, in their flight. On the base of one of the columns its primitive grandeur. It was the place where the 
Pompeii thus remained submerged for many cen-| in one of the courts, and about three feet from the | public assembled to discuss the affairs of the city, 
‘| Hd turies, not being diseovered orin any wise unearthed | ground, were found scratched the first few letters of | public and private. It was also used for games, 
till the year 1755, when the excavations commenced. | the Greek alphabet, doubtless being the work of a|marketings, festivals, and often for sacred purposes, l 
, | Thėse excavations have been continued more or less | child pursuing his studies within those walls eigh-| Porticoes of travertine columns surrounded it on 
©, Bo vigorously until the present time, and very many |teen centuries ago. Within the private. palaces|three sides, and between the columns were placed 
i H remarkable facts and treasures pertaining to that| were found many statues and statuettes of gods|the statues of the most illustrious citizens, the 
most unfortunate city have been brought to light. and goddesses ; these were kept in a careful place | pedestals of which are still there, Besides this there 
Its temples, halls of justice, its places for public|near the entrance, and were doubtless revered .very| were also three courts of council, and besides this 
gea assembly, its theaters and amphitheaters, its palaces, highly. These, with the numerous temples and|again was the basilica, another public edifice where 
to j. stores, and shops, its bath-houses, its many private | altars for sacrifice found in various parts of the city, | justice was administered. It was composed of three 
. |, residences have been unearthed, and the choicest|show that the Pompeiians were a religious people;|naves, the center one uncovered, and the others 
; | and richest works of art have been brought to light, | but their religion did not save them from the terri-|inclosed. At the lower end was the tribunal for 
f including the most beautiful paintings, frescoes, | ble calamity which overwhelmed them any more than the magistrates, before which is a pedestal for an 
H^ bas-reliefs, statues, bronzes, mosaics, glass ware,|the religion of the people of Chicago and Boston|equestrian. statue. Under the tribunal is a cell — 
terra cotta vessels of the richest workmanship, the|saved their cities from the direful flood of fire| which is supposed to have served for a prison for 
finest jewelry and works of ornamentation the world | which a few years ago swept considerable portions | criminals. 
has known. The gold work and the exquisitely-cut|of them out of existence. The religious or other| The temples are a striking feature in the whilom 
-gameos which have been taken from these ruins, | beliefs of people have very little to do with the na- | city ; that of the goddess Venus is the largest and 
and are now preserved in the museum here in|ture of natural causes, which invariably act irre-| most sumptuous. It has forty-eight columns of the 
Naples, are justly pronounced the finest and most | spective of personal opinions, Doric order, changed into Ionic, forming a portico 
artistic that the hand of man has executed. It is} Upon entering the grounds the first relics to be| covered with a roof on three sides. In the cella or 
wonderful to look upon those fine works of art ex- examined are in the museum, comprising three|sanctuary which rises in the midst was found on the 
routed by a pagan nation two thousand years | rooms, with an aggregate depth of sixty or eighty | basement a statue of Venus. To the right of the 
igo, evincing a very high state of civilization and|feet. In the first room is a representation in plaster | portico is an erma in marble representing the god- : 
efinement, The vases and vessels of ornamenta-|of a door with two folds, and with it are the|dess Maia, or the earth. Before the sanctuary is the 
ion that have been taken from Pompeii and Her-|locks and the iron work as they existed when Pom-| larger altar for sacrifices, bearing an inscription with 
ulaneum-—destroyed at the same time—are rich in | peii was in its glory. A door of wood is also shown|the names of the magistrates — Marcus Porcius 
he extreme. Its glassware, including the furniture |in the antique form and fashion in every particular. | Lucius Sestilius, Gneius Cornelius, and Aulus Cor- 
f the apothecary, and many other useful vessels, | Among other articles in this room are the models in| nelius—who had it built. On the left side of the 
ppear equal to and not materially unlike those of the | plaster of a small twig basket, a mason’s chest, a|steps to the cella is erected an Ionio column of 
resent day, while the paintings and frescoes taken | purse, the wheel of a chariot, of a wooden press,|Phrygian marble, with a sun dial upon it. Upon 
rom the walls of Pompeii have been and still are|a box with a bronze lock and hinges of bone,|the walls were various paintings, considerably 
9 e most elegant and beautiful models which artists |as was in use there two thousand years ago, etc, | dimmed by time, the best of which were removed to’ 
$8. ave been able to find to pattern after in reproduc- | Here is also a reproduction of a piece of ancient | the museum here. 
X ig the high art of former ages. It is, perhaps, not} wall, with window grating, and shutter of ihe] The Temple of Mercury is worthy of mention. It 
$ 0 much to say that no painter has at any time pro- olden pattern. . is not very large, but the pieces of polished marble 
iced more lovely pictures, more exquisite concep-| In the second room is a painting representing | which still adhere to the walls show that it was once 
»ns of loveliness, than have been taken from those | Narcissus looking at himself in a fountain, The]an elegant place of worship. The vestibule, with a 
ins. I sawin the museum here half a dozen good} walls of this room are well coveted with upright|roof sustained by four columns, stood before the 
tists engaged at copying those beautiful paintings | cases with glass doors, in which are a great number | peribolum, which was entirely uncovered, and 
ken from the ruined city, finding them more|of curious articles found on the grounds when the | enclosed by a wall decorated with pilasters lich 
i rely and more saleable than anything they are|exeavations were made, consisting of shells, bottles, | support the tympanum and arches. In the center of 
ll. le to produce. lamps, articles of glassware, scales and weights, | the enclosure is a marble altar with a bas-relief rep- 
" As works of art are a very correct means of lamps, cups, small altars, porringers, pots, vases,|resenting & sacrifice in which the veiled priest 
asuring the grade of civilization a people has|money-boxes, imitations of flowers, plates, masks | makes a libation on the tripod, assisted by the min- 
& ained, it cannot be denied that the Pompeiians|for fountains, tiles, waterspouts, little gods in|isters, the player on the tibia, a boy assisting, also 
Ete highly civilized, though they had never had !| bronze, terra cotta, marble, etc, In the showcases | {wo lictors while the popa and another victimis( 


| 


lead forward the bull about to þe sacrificed in the 
same manner in which Jahveh's chosen people used 
to perform the same kind of business. This temple 
is now used for storing the various images, figures, 
relies, etc., found upon the grounds. 

The Temple of Jove must have been an imposing 
structure, aud is thought to have occupied one of 
the best sites in the city— north of the Forum, 
flanked by two triumphal arches. The podium was 
ascended by two series of steps and was ornámented 
with colossal statues. The vestibule was adorned 
with six columns in front and three on each side. 
The sanctuary was also flanked with Ionic columns, 
with a statue of Jove standing ona pedestal. Below 
were cells for the sacred treasures and sacred furni- 
ture. A staircase leads to an upper floor where a 
fine prospect of the city is obtained. It is thought 
the temple was undergoing repairs at the time the 
calamity occurred. ... 

The Temple of Isis was another imposing struc- 
ture. It is thought to have been damaged in the 
earthquake which took place sixteen years before 
the eruption, and had been repaired. The Egyptian 
gods seem to have received much respect from the 
Pompeiians. The walls of this temple were adorned 
with images and paintings of the Egyptian deities. 
Beside the door were found two lustral fountains and 
a table of marble, on which was placed the box con- 
taining the money offered to the goddess. A large 
statue of Isis was found in the temple, with various 
articles for decorating the image, similar to what 
Catholic Christians do by the image of their Virgin 
or Isis, for it can never be forgotten that Isis was 
the mother of a son of God, the same as the Virgin 
Mary. Two altars for sacrifice are still standing. 
Adjoining the temple were rooms for the priests, 
and in one of them the body of a priest was found 
with-an ax in his hand, showing he had made efforts 
to escape. 

The Temple of Mercules is also called the trian- 
gular forum from its shape. The lower part of the 
columns that stood in front of it still remain. Stat- 
ues of Neptune, Hercules, Bacchus, Apollo, and 
numerous other gods were found in many public 
and private buildings in the city. One ‘street is 
called the Street of the Twelve Gods. On a wall at 
the entrance of the street are painted representa- 
tions of Jupiter, Juno, Neptune, Vulcan, Mars, 
Apollo, Mercury, Minerva, Venus, Ceres, Vesta, and 
Diana. It can hardly be claimed that the Pompei- 
ians did not believe in gods, but, like all the gods 
that men have believed in, they were of but little 
service to them in time of need: x 

We have good reason to regard them as a cleanly 
people, for they had fine bathing houses fitted up in 
the most convenient manner. I entered one having 
a plunge bath for cold water in one room, warm 
baths in another room, another for hot air, similar to 
the Turkish bath of our time ; another place for 
shower baths, with dressing rooms, etc. Portions 
of lead pipes used for conveying the water are still 
seen in the walls. In connection with the bath 
house was one for physical exercise, similar to a 
gymnasium. The bathing establishment was evi- 
dently gotten up in fine style. On the walls are 
still seen paintings of Apollo pressing Daphne in his 
arms, and Cupid lifting her veil. A faun, a girl 
speaking to a slave, Perseus and Andromeda, etc. 
Opposite the entrance a painting represents Leda 
showing to Tyndarus the twins issued from the 
egg, the consequence of the visit to her of Jupiter 


| -in the form of a swan; also Phyxus and Helle, and 


h 


Ariadne abandoned by Thesius. Again is seen two 
neriads crossing the ocean, one seated upon a mar- 
ine bull, the other upon a hippocampus, guided by 
Cupid. Narcissus is also painted looking at his 
reflection in a fountain. A garden was attached 
with two fountains, one quadrangular in form, the 
other a boy holding a vase from which the water 
issued. A large square, surrounded by sixty-four 
columns, is thought to have been a place for gladi- 
ial sports and exercises. i f ; 
eins Psp shops and stores which line the 
streets indicate very plainly the purposes they 
served. ‘The bake shop has the mill in which the 
wheat was ‘ground, the stone table on which the 


É dough was kneeded, the oven in which the bread 


was baked. The oven is still in good condition and 


looks much like modern ovens. Many loaves of 


E bread were found when making the excavations. 


Il artists’, 


nd 


| | ir vi idently practiced, the vice 
their vices. They evidently p „the Y 
: n js so common in our own fimes—-prostitution, 


Zing it upon. 


ined their shape, but are blackened by 

Hola Nay of then ads on exhibition in the 
ugeum. - 

BL cibum shop is known by the table and 
block for cutting up meat and the hooks for hang. 
The wine dealers ein ers ve 

en bottles for the wine and the places to 
bun The blacksmith's shop is known in a 
similar manner, as well as the painters’, sculptors’, 
and druggists’ places of business. Over 
the doors of many were signs indicating the kind 
of business pursued within, and everything gives 
the assurance that the people who lived there were 


Windustrious, enterprising, and artistic. 


Those people possessed many virtues ; they also 


a 


I saw three houses unquestionably used for that 
purpose. Over the door of one is a stone phallus— 
the inverted cross—and on the walls are still finely 
executed paintings of the same indecent character 
which Comstock keeps an extensive museum of, and 
which he is so fond of showing to clergymen, edi- 
tors, Congressmen, etc., and a bagful of which he 
takes with him when he goes to zeligious meetings 
and gatherings of preachers. The divisions into 
small rooms, the mason work for beds and couches, 
with the character of the decorations, leave no room 
for doubt, . These houses are kept locked, 

The beautiful palaces of the wealthy olass contain 
many works of art of an interesting character. The 
entrance passage or hallway leads to an open court, 
in which was a fountain, with statuary all around. 
The floors are mosaic and the walls decorated with 
beautiful mosaics. Dining rooms, sitting rooms, 
and retiring rooms surround the court, and the 
kitchen and‘servant’s rooms are in the rear. 

In one of these palaces I was pleased to meet Miss 
Sarah M. Freeborne, a young American artist, 
‘sculptor, and painter. She was making sketches 
from the fine old frescoes on those ancient walls. It 
was very pleasant to meet within that now quiet 
city a person from America with whom I could con- 
verse. She has been three years in Europe, in com- 
pany with her mother, and has been busily engaged 
prosecuting her favorite art studies. She is pre- 
pared to furnish sketches and designs of fountains, 
decorations, and everything of the kind at reason- 
able prices. She will remain abroad some two years 
longer. Her permanent address is care of Maquay 
& Hooker, Florence, Italy. 

The Arch of Triumph, which probably stood in 
the street of Pompeii over two thousand years ago, 
still stands there. By the wear of the stone pave- 
ments on the streets by the wheels of the vehicles— 
in several places six inches in depth—as well as the 
wear from human feet which many of the stone 
steps exhibit, Pompeii must hav existed a long time 
before it was destroyed. 

I will not detain you longer with descriptions of 
this former city, though I have left unsaid many in- 
teresting things respecting this once busy town ; I 
must not make my letter too long. Although but 
one-third of the city has been unearthed it is quite 
intricate, and one could hardly find his way out. As 
I stood there where the feet of busy thousands once 
trod I realized the sudden destruction which over- 
whelmed them; and when I looked up and saw old 
Vesuve, the cause of all that mischief, standing 


smoking -orwy-osthoug hiro hott Gone 100 > 
I said to him, “ Oh, you big, naughty fellow, how 
could you serve. these people so?” Perhaps he 
may at some time get on the rampage again and 
once more spread death and destruction broadcast 
around him. The principal eruptions which Vesu- 
vius has been guilty of since that great outburst in 
the year 79 were in the following years: 200, 472, 
512, 685, 993, 1036, 1049, 1139, 1806, 1500, 1631, 
1660, 1682, 1694, 1698, 1701, 1707, 1712, 1717, 1720, 
1728, 1730, 1731, 1737, 1754, 1758, 1793, 1804, 1805, 
1809, 1812, 1818, 1817, 1820, 1822, 1828, 1831, 
1834, 1838, 1845, 1850, 1854, 1855, 1861, 1864. 
These eruptions were quite variable. Sometimes 
ashes only, and again melted lava in immense quan- 
tities ; but it is said that the lava of no two erup- 
tions -is alike in appearance or chemical combina- 
tions. The later effusions from the crater seem 
largely composed of iron and is hard. In former 
centuries it was sometimes stone, and at other times 
soft and pliable, easily converted into soil. The 
eruption of 1779, was a severe one, and the solid 
flame of fire was estimated to shoot up two miles in 
hight. "The appearance must have been most grand 
at night. When the volcano is in full blast and the 
lava is running down the mountain sides, the streets 
of Naples are made so light at night that one can 
read by it, and the reflection in the bay presents a 
magnificent appearance. ; . 

Jt is very noticeable that notwithstanding the 
great destruction and loss of life the volcano has 
eaused, people still live in great numbers all 
around its base and up its sides, as though no dan- 
ger lurked near, There are thousands of people 
living nearer the mountain than Pomeii, and some 
day the old lion may again become aroused and 
spread wholesale destruction all around him. 

When I left the ground I found my friend the 
captain and young Jehu patiently waiting for me. I 
did not visit the site of Herculaneum, though but a 
few miles away. lt has fewer attractions than 
Pompeii and I concluded one would do. I told the 
captain that I would go to the tramway (horse cars) 
and return in that way to Naples, but he said, No, 
he would accompany me. When I objected he 
taunted me with not liking him and not wish- 
ing his company. So I yielded, particularly as 
the steam cars would not go for several hours. 
Jehu was soon cracking his whip again and in about 
ninety minutes we were in Naples. 

My next point to visit was the museum. The 
captain accompanied me to the entrance, but would 
not go in, though I offered to pay for him, and 
urged him, When after two hours of highly inter- 
esting examination I came out, I made some apol- 


ogy to the captain for keeping him so long in wait- 
ing. “Oh,” said he, “I waitee for you all day.” 

The museum is a large structure at the head of the 
Strada Toledo, and is one of the best collections of 
ancient Grecian and Roman statuary, antiquities, 
paintings, etc., etc., that [ have seen. Many of the 
statues are the originals from which copies have been 
made and piaced in various other museums, On the 
ground floor are the statuary, bronzes, and a large 
collection of bas-reliefs, frescoes, etc. The Egyptian 
antiquities are especially interesting, I have hardly 
seen a better collection. Some of them are from 
Pompeii,and some from Egypt. On entering the 
building by the vestibule are met the statueg of 
Alexander Severus, Flora, the Genius of Rome, and 
Melpomene, with several kings. Inside is the Farnese 
Hercules and bull, and many highly prized Grecian 
statues of Jupiter, Juno, Minerva, Ceres, Venug 
Corera of them), Mercury, Hercules, Bacchus, 

upid, Psyche, etc., etc. On the next floor are sey- 
eral rooms filled with very fine paintings, but by far 
the most interesting feature of the museum is the - 
artioles of wall painting, statuary, and other works 
of art brought from Pompeii and Herculaneum. 
There are some 2,000 specimens of painting, etc., 
many of which are daily being copied by resident 
and visiting artists for a distant market. Among 
the Pompeii paintings most prized are the Sacrifice 
of Iphigenia ; Old Women Selling Caged Cupids to 
Young Girls; The Thirteen Dancers; Ariadne 
Deserted ; Education of Achilles ; Telephus nursed 
by the Hind ; Achilles giving up Briseis; Medea 
Preparing to Kill her Children ; Theseus and Mino- 
taur ; Massinissa and Sophonisba; Dyers at Their 
Trade in the Fulloniea; The Seasons, Morning, 
Noon, and Night; The Graces, etc., etc. Several 
bodies are also here taken from Pompeii. One isa 
woman near whom were found ninety-one silver 
coins, two silver vases, some jewels, keys, eto. She 
was in the act of fleeing, carrying her valuables 
with her, but fell in the street. Her appearance 
indicates that she died in agony. Others of both 
sexes were fuund near her. The utensils and manu- 
factures of the Pompeiians are very interesting to 
examine, but none more so than the jewelry of 
various kinds, particularly the cameos, which, as 
before observed, are very finely executed. 

"The mosaics, the Etruscan antiquities, the paint- 
ings, the Apollo room, the Muses room, the Adonis 
room, the Jupiter gallery, the Atlas room of illus- 
trious men, the Tiberias room, the inscriptions, col- 


lections of ancient glass, bronges. farra cotta» ata-, — — —— —— 
irvery nne, but 1 will not dwell upon them. 


Jehu next drove to the cathedral of St. Januarius 
—San Gennaro of the Italians—as I wished if possi- 
ble to see that bottle of the saint’s blood, and 
whether it would liquify for me. But I could not 
get a sight of it. It is carefully stowed away in the 
saint’s private chapel, and is not shown but three 
times a year—the first Sunday in May, the 19th of 
September, and the 16th of December. On those 
days after considerable delay it liquifies, after a 
sufficient amount of money is paid in to induce the 
saint to work. Sometimes the result is not obtained 
for three or four hours on the first day, though large 
numbers of people assemble to witness the great 
miracle. They are frequently importuned to give 
their money so the miracle may act, and after all is 
obtained that can be, the dark, clotted mass becomes 
fluid; but one suspicious feature of the holy 
operation is that a certain chemist is always 
sent in beforehand to examine the blood, and 
see that it is all right. It is quite probable 
that if no money was paid, and the chemist 
did not examine it, no miracle would occur. The 
exhibition is kept up several days, and on the sec- 
ond, third, and fourth days the number of specta- 
tors diminishes, and as a consequence the money is 
sooner collected and the miracle works quicker. On 
the last day four minutes are enough to cause the 
miracle to perform. The fools are by no means all 
dead yet. 

This cathedral is not as large as some, but it is 
richly decorated with forty-two pillars, seven altars, 
nineteen bronze statues, many paintings, etc. The 
chapels are rich, and contain some valued relics, so 
considered. The descent and entrance to a tomb 
under the floor is richly overlaid with a great vari- 
ety of most beautiful polished marbles, variegated 
and of all colors. I did not have time to visit oth- 
ers of the three hundred churches, but many of them 
are said to be rich. I was rather anxious to make 
a visit to Puzzuoli, situated on the shore of a small 
bay by the same name, some eight miles north 
of Naples. Intimating my wish to the captain, 
Jehu was soon cracking his whip again, and we 
were spinning off on a new route, passing through 
the grotto of Possillip, or a tunnel some two thou- 
sand feet in length, through a large hill, for a road- 
way, and through which there is a large ‘amount of 
travel, it being kept lighted by artificial means. 
Puzzuoli is a very old town. It was once the chief 


Roman city on the Bay of Naples, and carried on 

a large trade with the Levant, but it has sunk into 

insignificance, containing now some twelve thousand. 

inhabitants, Here and in the immediate vicinity 
(Continued on page 790.) 
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, i does not, and can not, it is not infinit. If it can and does, 


Is there a Hell? 


BY A, W, WOOD. 


Is there a God, Omnipotence, or Infinity, or any dis- 
tinct and separate, or any abstract power from matter 
by whatever name you choose to call it? There is cer- 
tainly some subtil, mysterious life force, potency, and direct 
connection of power permeating and influencing, if not 
governing by absolute law, every material thing. Is it not 


the only power we can truly know, or prove, or hav any 
true conception of, except by connecting it with matter? 


Tp it possible to hav that power separated from matter? A. 


proper inquiry in regard to that power, its connection with 
matter, its necessity of action as revealed by matter, and 
whether there is an inexorable law of matter, or whether 
avy other law or power can or does exist, ought to furnish 

the mind fairly disposed some place to rest, amidst the rest- 

less imaginings of the visionary, the ambitious plans of 
Aelfish men, and from the cruel, inhuman, and unnatural 
/ereeds superinduced;by or deduced from mythology or 
/ superstition, and from both. To enable such minds to rid 
/ themselvs of all fear of the future, except so far ag their 
/ present connection with matter is concerned and the neces- 
sity of submitting to its laws, is the present pressing need 

/ —to understand, in fact, the laws of their own being. 

/ If there is an omnipotent power, has that power a will? 
and is the will also omnipotent? If so, has everything 
existed always—existed eternally? Is it all the result of 
that will—that eternal existence without which there can 
he no omnipotence ? 

Or was all matter the result of that will, pre-existing be- 
fore there was any matter? Has all matter so made added 
anything to omnipotence ? if not, did he make anything ? 
and if he did add anything to his omnipotence, does he 
change and become changed ? 

There must be a will, for without one there could be no 
omnipotence, as we use and understand language. There 
could be no plan, no creation of matter, no space, extent, 
place, or material thing without one; or is it all law ? 
There is no mistake about the answer to one part of the 
question, for we know there is a law. Everything would 
be inert without thought, and to all intents and purposes 
would be dead, so far a8 we can know, if separated from 
will or law, perhaps from will and law. Nothing could ex- 
ist, could be created, could be conceived, without first sup- 
posing a will and law and matter. 

What higher presumption or more unfounded assumption 
can be entertained than that man can change that will, can 
change omnipotence. ; t 

Would it be omnipotent if it could change or be changed? 
would it be a law even unto itself, much less to any created 
thing or delegated power? In the outset it is a consolation 
to know if omnipotence embraces all power, all life, and 
there is no other power or life, we area part of that power 
and life, and so far omnipotent. 

But being material and creatéd, how can we hav any con- 
nection with omnipotence immaterially pre-existent, how 
know anything about such an existence, how conceive it ? 
and do we know anything of any, not confined exclusivly 
to matter, or what we call created things, and are we not 
governed entirely by material laws, the laws of matter ? To 
me this seems so patent, I hav very little charity when I 
hear professions from people of intelligence, who ought to 
know, aud many do know, that the human mind cannot 
conceive anything without attaching to it material elements, 
that it is the reality of the thing conceived that induces any 
belief in its existence, and must be in accordance with some 
rea), not an abstract or separate law from matter ; that the 
‘eternal fitness of things” means things, material things, 
so far as conception of law and existence is concerned, 
Although pain and suffering of mind and body is part of 
the law to us, is part of what seems to be inevitable, with- 
out being apparently, in many cases, a penalty for viobating 
any law directly, hence induces the thought that nature, or 
Omnipotence itself, may suffer, even if it is in the pre- 
existent, shows us how easily we can hav unnatural ideas, 

For all pain and suffering seem a great ill to us, it may 
seem 80 because we are finite, can only see partial ends, and 
cannot distinguish or understand the principle of universal 
good, or in other words, we cannot see the whole. This 
seeming must be applied only to the present existence. Let 
us suppose, again, that whatever you call cause is infinit, 
acts only, and cannot in any other capacity, or in a finite 
capacity only, being infinit, then there cannot be any 
power, even finite, separated or divided from it, because the 
first finite being that could act without the Infinit would 
most effectually destroy the idea of infinit power. 

If it is not separated from it, it is a part of it, and every 
act of man is only a part of the whole infinit action. If I 
can defeat that power, and I can if any of my acts are 
against the desire and will of the omnipotent infinity, I 
then become so far equal or superior, or if allowable I am 
in degree omnipofent and infinit, and omnipotence is in 
degree finite, not only a contradiction in terms, but a reve. 
lation of the fact that we cannot run outside of matter by 
which to illustrate or show omnipotence without exposing 
such theory to absurd conjectures and incongruities, by 
doing in fact what no necessity exists for. What more un- 
natura], monstrous, Or insane idea can be conceived than to 
claim that the omnipotent infinit God is constantly and 
hopelessly in conflict with millions of finite beings, with 
£ngels and devils, battling with sin and wickedness, in as 
much trouble and misery as we are, unable, and always will 
be, to help or correct it, and all of it a part of itself, its own 
creation, its own will. This is the creed of all Christen- 
dom, from Catholicism’ to Mormonism, and its senseless 
division of isms between; 


It is hardly moze rational to suppose one atom can dis- 


law that holds them in their place in that Infinity, and if it 


and is infinit, then it is blasphemous, if there is such a 
thing as blasphemy, to hold or propagate the idea that any 
thing we can do will change a hair white or black from 
"hat is fixed in infinity, and God cannot punish or make us 
suffer without punishing a part of himself, If it happens 
otherwise than is fixed or governed by unehangeable law, 
I would not giv à rational life of worldly happiness for a 
fee simple title to the whole universe. i 

It is a dangerous institution, and may slip its anchor, 
leave the proprietor alone, run riot, and smash every locomo- 
tiv from this little earth to the fixed stars, skip over every 
side into other universes, aud play the mischief generally. 
Why do we believe that omnipotent and infinit goodness 
made a hell, or willed it into being, or isa part of it? Ifa 
part of it, then we are. If pre-existent he made it, then 
why call him good? You must answer, if he made it, it 
was done for a purpose, because he saw and knew it was 


desirable to hav one, or else he ought not to hav made any, 


Unless he saw it was necessary (and what could cause 


the necessity ?) it was fiendishly cruel and inhuman to per- 
mit one to exist when he could hav made a place of happi- 
ness a8 Well. 


But who shall rebel against God? Had he not the power 


to make the place he thought best, necessary, and desirable, 
and did he not think it best? Did he not do better than 
man could, and did ke not know better what and which 
place was most desirable and needed ? Must not man, if he 
believes in such an Omnipotence, also believe if is a much 
better thing to hav a good hell than to be without one, or to 
hav substituted a better place. 
place than hell ? DoJ not blaspheme ? Is it not blasphe- 
my by me to say to Omnipotence that he could just as easily 
hav made a better place, when he did not, but made a hell 
instead ? ; 


Do I say better, a better 


We believe and teach “‘Omnipotence to be everything, 


all power, all life, all extent, all space, everything the 
human mind can conceive ; that in him we liv and move 
and hav our being, and besides him there is none else;” that 
he is perfect, so of course could not make anything imper- 
fect or bad, hence hell is just as good as any other place, is 
a very desirable place, is very badly needed. We should 
desire to go there if it was made and fixed for us by the 
Omnipotent, or to any other place of endless inhnman tor- 
ment. 
must go there. 
view in making it. We ought not to cause an Omnipotent fail- 
ure by running away from hell. To hav made such a danger- 


ous place, so costly a thing, and used up so much raw 
materia! tO make it, When he could make the earth and all 


that therein is out of nothing, is too much to throw away, 
or hav go back to nothing, for such kind of nothing would 
not work well into another earth and all that therein is. 
would also be bad if it should turn out useless from non-use, 
or, if an opposition government should be established there, 
it might injure the reputation of Omnipotence to submit to 
a divided power. 


Indeed if we do not wish to find fault with him, we 
We must not defeat the purpose he had in 


It 


Man with only a little, and that only delegated by such a 


source, seems by such dogmas to possess sufficient, so the 
source no longer remains omnipotent or infinit, because it 
is difficult for a finite being to see how a thing can be sepa- 
rated, divided, and delegated away and still remain a whole 
and only onething. It staggers the intellect to think a spirit 
without body, parts, or passions could not make a hell even 
without using materials. 
practice of making things out of nothing, may be the an- 
swer, for hell is really only a modern invention, has only 
been known less than two thousand years, 


Perhaps being so long out of the 


Then when the spirit leaves the body to return to the God 


who gave it, it mingles with Omnipotence, and leaves his 
material hell out in the cold. It can. only be used then a la 
Moyne, and will not hurt any dead body after the spirit has 


left it. Hence, without seeing as a whole, you can see that 


hell is a good place and what it must hav been made for, 
viz, burning our dead bodies so a8 to purify the universe 


and leave our pure spirits fresh, pure air. 
I would rather assume, however, that the omnipotence of 


the universe is Derfect, a fact of which we are only deprived 


of seeing and knowing by being finite, by being just what 
we are instead. of something else ; and that if thereis a God, 
a perfect ominipotent and infinit, and no successful power 


in opposition to him, we better see and hear him with our 


senses if possible, resting when the imagination would 
otherwise run riot. 

If we knew there was no God, I mean the Christian’s God, 
and the force, potency, invisible power, and life inherent 
seemingly in all matter, and connected inseparably by law 
with it, does not overwhelm any saue mind, does not teach 
it reverence and adoration, yea! giv it all the shades and 
beauties of &ublimity, of divinity, infinity, omnipotence, 
omnipresence, and. majesty the human mind can conceive, 
and infinitly more than it can appreciate, then a million 
gods outside of matter and its life could be of no conceiva- 
ble value to such minds. 'The human mind is incapable 
of conceiving anything without attaching to it form and 
substance, and when that man wrote that God was without 
body, parts, or passions, he made him a nobody, and only 
because he knew everything material had body and parta at 
least, and that by comparison of matter and use of language 
ERE him to write a senseless negativ, a foolish false- 
hood. 

It is proof squinting toward conviction that the man who 
wrote it was own brother to the fool who said in his own 
heart there was no God. Take modern disciples of such 


illustrious knowledge outside of matter, why cannot they 


deseribe their God even, or show what they do say about 
him without using matter to state some other being or 


EE EN E 


turb the whole Infinity, every other atom and the will or 
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Spirit in comparison with matter. Being created, and spirit, 
pre-existing spirit, ought to hav gome history or standpoint, 
to define itself, yet of itself is-an improved. immaterial 
nothing. `. E M 

When you ask what this God is, without body, parts, or 
passions, he answers, spirit, of course, and the ablest lexi- 
cographers hav only been able to define spirit to be noth- 
ing, viz, “immaterial,” “not material,” “not matter," 
‘no matter,” that is of no importance, to wit., nothing, a 
thing the mind cannot conceive even by comparison with 
matter, which only leaves a conception of the absence of 
matter, to wit, again nothing ; and who would suppose the 
mind could grasp it, when all matter and the vast, unex- 
plored, unknown universe, yea, and the spirit permeating it 
also, were made from it, viz , nothing? ' 

Let your attention be directed to creeds embracing such 
doctrins and ideas, until you find some Christian who is 
able to tell you how matter came to be made by or from 
spirit, and the spirit to consist of an entirely different 
nature, above and separate from it, and lose none of its 
entirety by such creation, existing as Omnipotence and In- 


|flnity before matter and then being everything the human 


mind could conceive matter, as well as spirit. Would it not 
be as difficult to tell how that spirit came into existence 
from nothing, and i8 it not as potential and important to 
prove it had a designer, and did not come by chance, as to 
imagin such an argument to show the world did not come 
by chance ? or do you believe that a being who could make 
the universe out of nothing could make himself out of noth- | 


ing as well? One is as hard to believe as the other, as 


easy to imagin as the other, and what evidence is there of 
any spirit or life except in matter ? 

Does it need any to satisfy a rational man? While mat- 
ter contains in the germ of the mustard-secd as mysterious 
and unknown a spirit as their God is, and if matter is sep- 
arate and distinct from their God-spirit, made by it, it had 
8 beginning, as did the spirit which infuses all matter, and 
neither are immortal or eterna), unless that God-spirit is 
capable of msking anything not eternal in its nature. If 


incapable, then matter is as eternal and infinit as that God 


is, and 80 is the spirit inherent in matter. So you reason 
away the necessity of any such spirit outside of matter, for 
matter and its life we know exist. 

. Why matter is rife with life, with mysterious, undefined, 
and undefinable life and spirit, almost surely, certainly, 
satisfactorily showing us that wherever, whatever, it is, 
shall be discovered, the source and secret of infinity will be 
revealed at the same time. The spirit we are speaking of 
ig something, not nothing. Our spirit of matter isthe power, 
from the swelling bud to the ‘‘ music of the spheres.” In 
proper organizations and combinations it makes us listen 
with thrilling interest to the divine anthem as the pealing 
vigan uU1unders or Whispers its own fascinating harmony in 
our ears and makes us respond to the spirit of. sound, con- 
veyed even on the senseless thread. By the glorious rays of 
light coming in wavelets of thirty-six thousand to every 
inch of space the cunning eye gathers in the colors of the 
rainbow, and sees the vast starry frame of the universe 
shining in celestial spiendor around it; sees the ruby on the 
grape or the crimson of the peach, but is less satisfied with 
the sight than with the blissful luxury which a keen appe- 
tite giv8 to their consumption, each really being perfect in 
its place. Then the feeling which by touch of a loving 
hand, or affectionate words fitly spoken, or inspiration taken 
in by smelling and breathing the nectar of the fresh, pure 
air, filled with the aroma of flowers, are a little item in the 
matter and life of contemptible, material man, not yet, 
however, quite totally depraved. 

Edison can successfully perfect ten thousand advance 
theories, with the machines to giv effect to his inventions, 
and among them obtain fire from water, to convert itself 
into steam, with power to rejuvenate itself, and thus be 
perpetual, while the: machinery lasts that does it; may 
make diamonds out of carbon, as nature makes them; may 
make a telescope enabling us to see the man in the moon, 
and whisper him with the telephone so we can learn his’ 
name and family history, with his idea of a God; in fact, 
whether any Savior had to suffer death there for the sins of 
his ancestors-and him, by bequest or inheritance, together 
with the creation in full of the moon, as we know of the 
earth, And when Edison has accomplished this, let us 
unite the concentrated philosophy and science and knowl- 
edge of all ages, and we should then be unable to solve the 
principle of or discover the germ of life in the little mus- 
tard-seed, or what heat is, or any other fixed priuciple or 
secret of life. , 

We could not define its existence or its mysterious con- 
nection with matter any more in the animal kingdom than 
in the vegetable, no more in either than actual knowledge 
enabled us to, and so far totally repelling the idea we can 
define or know anything of an Omnipetence or Infinity sep- 
arate from matter, entirely outside of and not influenced 
thereby. Cunning, unprincipled, and ambitious men hav 
in all ages taken advantage of everything to obtain power, 
and the mysterious has been a prolific, the almost universal, 
means by which they hav obtained it. They hav found in 
the mysteries of nature fine and exhaustless capital, not 
only to obtain a living and luxury without labor, but to 
Speculate with in the region of mind; to hold the liberties 
of others, and hence power over them; and they hav always 
also found some honest ones full of zeal without knowl- 
edge, giving them their only reliable strength, and without 
whose influence and aid they would soon lose their masks. 

If man was naturally irreligious he could never hav been 
induced to believe the monstrous absurdities connected 
with the good things in every system yet invented or be- 
lieved in, from the sun-worshipers down to Mormonism. 

The Christian system has in many things been the hardest 
to believe, the worst in lis influence and practice, the most 
incangruous and inconsistent of any, the most humiliating 
and impracticable to practice in accordance with its teach: : 
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ings, and the most heartless and indifferent toward virtue'came here that he would get starved to death, that they Eaton to insert that ‘Crisis Extraordinary " as introduc- 


and good works. 


never paid their ministers. He said they could not afford to tory to his later series, it being specially suited to English 


It is more than grossly inconsistent in taking the Jewish hav the church shut up, that anybody had rather their readers? At all events he must hav known of ite insertion i 


system as its owp, in endeavoring to graft itself on that sys- 
tem while the parent tree refuses to grow the graft, denying 
their right to use their invention and system, in fact calling 
their leader an impostor instead of a god. 

While the Jews had lords many and gods many, they had 
no trinity, they had no hell. The two systems are un- 
matched in every material or important thing, from the pre- 
tended creation of all things about six thousand years ago, 
down to the resurrection of the dead, and the elements melt- 
ing with fervent heat, as taught by the Christian system, to 
wit: *' But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned 
up” (2 Peter, iii, 10). *' They shall perish, but thou remain- 

' est ” (Heb. i, 11). '*Who laid the foundation of the earth 
that it should not be removed forever" (Ps, civ, 5). ** One 
generation passeth away and another generation cometh, 
but the earth abideth forever" (Escl. i, 4) ‘‘ They are 
dead, they shall not liv, they are deceased, they shall not 
rise, therefore hast thou visited and destroyed them and 
made all their memory to perish " (Isa. xxvi, 14). 

The Jewish system was not singul ar in being without any 
hell, because it needed none. 

It recognizsd no doctria of a future life. 
Job, who is acknowledged to be as spotless from worldly 


dishonesty and impurity as any life recorded there, has this 


to say, and it ought to be received as his conviction: ‘‘As 
the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away, so he that goeth 


down to the grave shall come up no more” (Job vii, 9) ; 
“ But man dieth and wasteth away. Lo, man giveth up the 
ghost and where is he?” (Job xiv, 10.) Job knew whether 
there was any doctrin of a future state or punishment after 
He could 

not hav stated his dishelief in any such doctrin, if any was 
` believed or taught in his location,'in any stronger manner 


death believed in, or there was none in his time. 


or language than by asking such a question to any believer, 


. implying he did not know of any future himself. There are 
numerous declarations of similar import in the book attrib- 
uted to him. These declarations for instance: ‘* Yet in my 


flesh shall I see God ;" ** Whom I shall sée for myself and 


mine eyes behold, and not another” (Job. xix, 26, 27), must 


shock the Christian who believes God is only spirit. 


Again, “Ali flesh shall perish together ‘and man shall turn 
again unto dust" (Job xxxiv, 15), Here he is positiv asd 
The 
wisest man indorsed.the.same doctrin and agrees in many 

elieved ana 
Hear: “For to him that is joined to all 
the living there is hope, for a living dog is better than a 
dead lion ;" *‘ For the living know that they shall die, but 


shows himself a firm believer in the dust theory. 


things with Job, showing what doctrin was 
taught in his time. 


the dead know not anything; neither hav they any more re- 


ward, for the memory of them is forgotten ;” ‘‘ Also their 


love and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished, 


neither hav they any more a portion forever in anything 


that is done under the sun” (Eccl, ix, 4, 5, 6). 

Again, ‘‘For that which befalleth the sons of men, be- 
falleth beasts, even one thing befalleth them; as the one 
dieth so dieth the other; yea, they hav all one breath, so 
that a man hath no pre-eminence above a beast, for all is 
vanity ;" “All go unto one place, all are of the dust and all 
return to dust again ;" ‘‘ Who knoweth the spirit of man 
that goeth. upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth 
downward to the earth ?" (Eccl. iii, 19, 20, 21). The posi- 
tiv declarations in the 19th and 20:h verses winding up with 
the query ia the 21st verse show the writer intended to say 
to anybody who questioned it, You do not know to the 
. contrary, and do not know whether the spirit of man or 
beast goes down or up." Itdoes not, like the new system, 
pretend to define Omnipotence ‘and to know his place. 
Read Ecclesiastes xi, 5, and see how it contradicts and 
illustrates the want of any such knowledge even in regard 
to matter: “As thou knowest not what is the way of the 
spirit, nor bow the bones do grow in her that is with child, 
even so thou knowest not the works of God who maketh 
all.” All reference to the separation of the spirit from the 
body of pointed meaning is found in Eccl. xii, 7: “Then 
shall the dust return to earth as it was, and the spirit shall 
return unto God who gave it." How could it return unless 
it had beer separated ? and how remain infinit while occu- 
pying à material body for a time, and then only c&pable of 
finite acts? As the body does not act at all, is dead without 
the life or spirit, how could it affect or hinder the operation 
of an infinit spirit, 80 it could only act the finite ? 

[Concluded neat week, | 
=_e 


. Tux Rev. Thomas Tellier has been pastor of the Baptist 
church at West Pawlet, Vt., for over a year. He preached 
his farewell sermon last summer. It is a very common 
thing for ministers to preach their farewell sermons at that 
place, and there are a good many who make a practice of 
going to hear them from curiosity, so the church was well 
filled (a very uncommon thing). Money matters seemed to 
agitate the preacher’s mind and the whole discourse was of 
a financial tendency. He told them that they did not giv 
enough for the support of the gospel... If they would giv 
one-tenth of their income it would hire a good minister. He 
said it was not honest or right to hire a minister and not pay 
him at times when agreed, and when he came to go away to 
ask him to take up with half what was his just due. He 
advised them to settle up the debts of the church, pay money 
that was owing to the ministers who used to preach there, 
pay up the bill for coal and lights, etc. He said it was not 
on his own account but that they might not scare away the 


young man who was coming to fill his place, He said that 
Sa 7. AY . L'Loanh n had «navwan gald ha was tata hafnora ha 


Íts great poet 


ora Liberal League! He compared money given to support 


preaching to grain planted in the ground—it would inerease 


some thirty, some sixty, and some an hundred fold. 


temporal things, and looked upon money paid to a minister 
as wasted. He said the Lord would prosper those who gave 
to the church, told about a young man who gave one-tenth 


children would be at the Sabbath-school than at a bar-room as one of his productions; and it is a remarkable fact that 


Paine’s 'Orisis No. X.," dated Oct. 6, 1780, was entitled 
by him “ Zhe Crisis Extraordinary." And Oldys, in refer- 


But ring to it in 1791, erroneously calls it “A Crisis Extraordi- 
some people didn’t wish to trust God’s word in regard to, 


nary.” 

The identification of Paine as ‘‘ Casca " by the all-search- 
ing librarian of Congress, who hitherto has withheld his 
assent to the claim that Paine was Junius, ought to hav 


of his income to the ministers until it amounted to five hun- ! great weight with those who rely more on authority than on 


dred pounds.. He then' ceased giving, and lost nearly all 
his fortune. He began to giv money to the minister again 
and he soon made up his loss and became vastly rich. He 
took three worldly men into business with him. They did 
not ‘go much on religion," and he stopped giving to the 
minister again. Misfortune overtook him and he died a beg- 
gar. Just think of it; the God who tells us to return good 
for evil sent bad luck to that man because he didn't pay the 
minister. A new version of the Golden Rule. He said 
once a church thought they could not afford to keep a min- 
ister and were about to lét him go, when the miller said he 
would pay him alone. They were much surprised, as he 
was a poor man, but accepted the offer. At the end of the 
year the miller asked the church if they were poorer for 
having preaching. .Allsaid no. Well, said the mil'er, you 
hav paid for it yourselvs; after taking out my regular toll. 
I tolled it for the minister, sold it, and paid him his money. 
That is Christianity! We'd like to see a miller at West 
Pawlet try that game and see how it would work. And he 
talked money to them in a business-like manner, and used 
no soothing syrups. It made the old ones lop their heads, 
but they are used to hearing such sermons, But it was 
hard-hearted for him to blow them up so when so many of 
the world’s people were in, people who cannot sympathize 
with them. He advertised to speak in the evening about 
the rich young man who wanted to inherit eternal life. But 
the people had heard enough about money matters and 
only four or five were present. He said hecould not talk to 


empty seats, and dismissed the congregation, bah 
— a .9—————— 


Junius Rediscovered —Concluded. 


HE REAPPEARS IN 1775 IN ENGLAND AND AMERICA. 

Four days after my first sight of the “‘ Crisis” of 1776, as 
I was examining Sherwin’s ‘Life of Paine” (1819) on a 
question in no way connected with Junius, I read this note 
on page 45 ; 

"In the edition of Paine's political works recently pub- 
Ji 2. ith. which it is proper the 
reader should be made acquainte ape aries whren-1 
there inserted as the first number of the ‘Crisis’ is not, 
from all I can collect, the production of Paine. A friend 
has lately favored me with a copy of the ‘English Crisis’ 
(a work entirely distinct from that written by Paine), in 
which I find the first number in the edition lately publisned, 
inserted verbatim under the signature of Casca. The error 
was copied in an edition published a few years ago by 
Eaton in Newgate street [1796]. I hav since seen several 
editions in all of whieh the piece is omitted. This shows 
clearly that it could not hav been written by Paine, and its 
insertion in the edition published by Eaton can only be at- 
tributed to the ignorance of the rerson who furnished him 
the copy." 

This mysterious passage, containing an apparent reference 
to the ‘‘ Crisis " of 1775, “a work entirely distinct from that 
written by Paine,” and a reference also to '' Casca," who 
signed ten of the numbers of the ‘‘ Crisis” of 1775, sur- 
prised me greatly. But I was still more astonished to find 
penciled on the margin of the same page this note : 

‘Tt ds by Paine, but does not belong to the ‘Crisis.’ It 
refers to Gen, Gage’s proclamation of July 17, 1775, and is 
entitled ‘A Crisis Extraordinary.’ The first number of the 
‘Crisis’ proper is dated Dec. 19, 1776. Neither is the 
* English Crisis'—if by that the writer means the English 
édition of the ‘Crisis’ published by Eaton in 1796 [which he 
does not]—a work entirely distinct from that written by 
Paine, but simply Paine’s works with the omission of two 
or three numbers, and the paper above referred to [7. e., ‘A 
Crisis Extraordinary '] tacked on at the beginning." 

I went straight to the librarian to inquire who penciled 
that note. ''It is against the law,” said an assistant to 
whom I first-showed it, ‘‘ to write in a book, and it must be 
rubbed out.” **Oh, don’t do that,” said J, “it is too valu- 
able," Then up stepped the chief librarian, who carries in 
his head a whole library, alcoved, shelved, indexed, and 
catalogued. ‘ My clerk did that," said he. ‘* Indeed,” said 
I; “then piease show me, if you hav it, a copy of that Eag- 
lish edition of Paine's ‘ Crisis" containing ‘A Crisis Extra. 
ordinary,’ about Gen, Gage's proclamation.” “ We hav it," 
said Mr. Spofford, *' but it has nothing to do with your Jun- 
ius inquiry." ‘' Let me see for myself," I replied. '' Here 
is ' Casca? in they‘ Crisis’ of 1775, and [ want to see how it 
happens that Paine writes, as you say, ' A. Crisis Extraordi- 
nary,’ and signs it * Casca,' and it gets into an English edi- 
tion of Paine's ‘ Crisis’ in 1796.” 

Well, in a few moments Mr. Spofford produced a volume 
of ** Colonial Pamphlets,” the lest of which was entitled “A 
Crisis Extraordinary," 16 pages, dated Wed., Aug. 9, 1775, 
signed “ CASCA,” and another volume containing, among 
other things, thirteen of the fifteen numbers of Paine’s 
«“ Crisis,” published in London by Eaton, 1796, with this 
same "Crisis Extraordinary " prefixed, as Paine's ‘‘ Crisis 
No. L," and signed "AMERICAN QC. 8.” (** Common 
Sense ”)! i 

So then this ‘‘Crisis No, I,” of Eaton's edition of 1796, which 
Sherwin argues is erroneously attributed to Paine, is pro- 
nounced by the learned librarian of Congress to be the work 
of Paine, who signs it ‘‘ Casca," and it afterward goes into 
an English edition of his works while he is in Paris writing 
a pamphlet on “The Decline and Fall of the English Sys- 
tem of Finance ” and his famous *' Letter to George Wash- 
neton.” Iaitnot highly probable that Paine authorized 


their own judgment or that of a humble student like my- 
self. 

The internal evidence of the identity of Casca with 
Junius is stronger than that of Paine with Junius, because 
Paine, in his open life, had to conceal the great secret, And 
while it is true that Casca is less polished than Junius, this 
may be easily accounted for by the fact that Junius was com- 
pelled to maintain with credit his assumed character of & 
man of “ rank and fortune;" and he himself speaks of the 
labor bestowed on the composition of his letters. But 
Casca, in his own little subterranean transatlantic weekly, 
striving to arouse the middle class to revolution, needed no 
polish to his periods, and they are perhaps a little inferior in 
style to Paine's acknowledged writings. Nevertheless “the 
brilliant pen of Junius" is manifested both in Casca and 
Paine, and the parallels between Caeca and Junius are more 
frequent and palpable than between Paine and Junius, as 
might be expected. > 

One of the strongest characteristics of Junius was hatred 
of Scotchmen. : Only two allusions to the Scotch are found 
in Paine’s works; first in the original draft of the Declara- 
tion of Independence—“ Scotch and foreign mercenaries " 
—and secondly in ‘‘ Prospects on the Rubicon,” 1787, where 
he alludes to the mistaken policy of conciliating the Scotch 
by the house of Hanover—the only passage, by the way, in 
which Paine mentions Junius. But Casca abounds in 
scathing allusions to the Scotch, two of which are found 
in “A Orisis Extraordinary,” unquestionably written by 
Paine. 

Most of the persons assailed by Junius are likewise de- 
nounced by Oagca, while those whom Junius praised are 
likewise lauded by Casca. And JI find no uneven parallel 
or incompatible fact. 

Oasca makes a single allusion to Junius in ** Crisis, No. 
XVIL,” an epistle in. rhyme, addressed to Lord Mansfield: 


* Should galling Junius make & new attack 
(Whose lashes still are flagrant on your back), 
The libeler by some state bloodhound trace, 

And let him feel the terrors of your place.” 


In the same epistle is this couplet: - 


“ These lines, inspired by Churchill’s laureled shades, 
I write, unknown, unpatronized, unpaid." 

This is a most striking parallel. Junius absolutely refused 
Woodfall’s proffer of one-half the profits from the sale of the 
authorized edition of his letters; and he wrote privately to 
Lord Chatham, '' Retired and unknown, I hav only a spec- 
ulativ ambition." ‘‘ Common Sense” first appeared anony- 
mously, and its author gave the copyright to the Colonies. 
Nor did Paine ever accept or receive the profits of his liter- 
ary works. Another such parallel cannot be found in all 
time. Junius, Cascs, and Paine all wrote “unknown, un- 
patronized, unpaid.” 

But without further citations of parallels, I will conclude 
with two quotations from ‘‘ A Crisis Extraordinary," Be- 
neath the caption is a Latin quotation with Casca’s usual 
free translation (exemplified in seven of his prior essays), 
thus italicized by him: 

*' Projecit ampullas.—Hor, 
On souls of slavery more than death afraid. 
Gage wasted his pardons and his gasconade," 

The closing paragraph, capitalized by Casca, is as fol- 
lows : 

‘The die is cast in the great Divan (the wise council of this 
nation) and those who would RISE AGAIN to the 
STATE and LIBERTIES of ENGLISHMEN must RISE 
through BLOOD. The parricides of the constitution, Gen- 
eral, are to be found ia Eogiand, NOT IN AMERICA, 
nor can HAPPINESS, PEACE, LIBERTY, and LAW be 
now restored (unless Providence miraculously intervenes) 
but by ANOTHER REVOLUTION.” 

And now à parting word to my esteemed Col, Ingersoll. 
I hav challenged you to prove your assertion that Junius 
was “a coward and a sneak," and I hav recalled the chal- 
lenge until I could present this newly-discovered evidence 
of the identity of Paine with Junius. If you still persist in 
your estimation of Junius, how are you going to meet the 
fact, which Mr. Spofford discovered before me, that Paine 
was Casea? And does it not inevitably follow that if 
Junius was ‘a coward, a culminator, and a sneak,” so was 
Thomas Paine? But you say ‘‘ Paine was not an unjust 
man." fBosayl Nay more. I know of no great histori- 
cal character who combined in himself such brilliant 
genius, disinterested benevolence, stern integrity, noble am- 
bition, life-long persistency, and world-wide philanthropy, 
as the author of the Letters of Junius and of the Declara- 
tion of Independence. Wa. Henny Burr, 

Washington, D, O., Nov. 21, 1880. 


a — M 
Notice. 


Mrs, Colby aud Smith closed their second engagement in 
Rochester, Ñ. Y., Nov. 14th, having a crowded. house; at- 
tended a three days’ convention at Binghamton the 19th, 
20th, and 21st; will remain there during November, and re- , 
turn to Rochester for the month of December, notwithstand- / 
ing Mrs. Colby has given over forty lectures in that city’ 
since last April to large and appreciativ audiences, — ; 

Peraons desiring the services of Mrs. Colby and Smith for 


week evening lectures or funerals will address them accords $ 
ingly, E : 


| E Ehe tmth Beeker, December 1, 1880. 


Monte Astroni, in the neighborhood, is another 
are the ruins of several old pagan temples. The fine specimen of an extinct voleano. lt is about 
most important is the temple of J upiter Serapis, four miles in circuit, and the crater was turned u 
dedicated to Osiris. Three of the stately columns |a royal forest preserve for deer and pe ctio : 
out of the original sixteen, forty feet high, are still | contains three small lakes. About a S weet o 
standing. They tell a remarkable tale of the changes | this is another defunct volcano called. Monte x 
made by time and the elements of nature. "The sur- e the Ee of ae Sea It is now Bari o ç| „Having just read the letter of 9.8. Morgan, in the isgue 
face of the ground here has been greatly affected by| with vineyards. aroun ere 18 à of the 20h inst., and your remarks in answer, a8 a temper- 
erhoua T R noram do Stisen Fut Phlegrzan Fields, the region of voleanoes. Anou -anoo man o weil asa Freethinker, {want to ssy a word by 
: P h : way 0 ation. 
fallen alternately. The attention of the eminent|a mile further up the vay Dante buen : MUR y cecone ae A RERE EE EA E ADAM Mak 
geologist Lyell was ealled to the indications here|of modern date, which, in September, d |is very dear to me. Whenever I hav seen anything in your 
given, which he deemed very remarkable.  For|furious eruption or » erwhelmed peri d ed paper militating against Jom yere fior 
e distance above the pedestals these columns | Lucrine, the villa o Agrippina, part o e canal | hav heretofore suppressed it. . I can't do it now, but in the 
AES smooth, owing, probably, to their having been | of Agrippa, and the village of Tripergola, which penton ental se i emi Une poet er 
buried to that depth in ashes from the volcanoes in| ad previously been resorted to for its Pathe T must notice your aforesaid answer. eee 
the immediate neighborhood. Above this line isal- Lake Avernus is another crater bed about two!” You say, “True temperance with regard to any article 
space of about-nine feet which is eaten away by the|miles in circuit, which, according to Virgil, was | means its use in moderation.” Dr. Willard Parker, eminent. 
action of the water of the sea, bored into by the|the scene of Aineas’s descent to the Cimmerian oiv INE z waa E alochiol? In anior n. 
lithodomus modiola, a boring mollusk, the shells of | Shades. : It is about 180 feet e. T pons d ou toxicology. T refer to. Orfila, Christison, and the like, 
which may still be seen in the holes. Above this,|the remains of ancient baths called the temples of| who class it with arsenic, corrosiv sublimate, and prussic 
again, the columms are quite smooth. In explana-|Apollo and Minerva. Here are also the Tritoli or'acid. Like those poisons, when'introduced into the system, 
tion of these phenomena it is said that the ground | Sture di Nerone (baths of Nero), hot sulphur springs n is cepable of inline aoui aoras maahantialiy. 
. ] 1 o 1 niroauc Into ste 1 e8. & gener 136880 A! 
on which the temple stood, from the effects of an|ln a cave at a temperature du died kor E well marked as is intermittent fever, Small pox, or lead 
earthquake and volcanic action, sunk even before|to boil an egg. These grounds are noW covered by 


i è poison.” 
the building was abandoned, for there are two|vineyards and do not seem particularly gloomy. 


(Continued. from page 793.) 


Letters from Friends. 


s ox . MoNEkoE, Wis., Nov. 28, 1880. 

| D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Please excuse delay in renew- 
ing subscription, which I think expired about August ist, . 
and find inclosed meney order for $3. 


1 Now, wil you say that to be temperate one must use i 
pavements, one a distance of several feet above the Turning into the little bay of Balz, the road cuts | arsenic in moderation? Will you say that the individual 


. other. The sea then encroached, and for many along the.face of the cliffs, passing the deserted | who does not use corrosiv sublimate in moderation is intem- 


A . x ; B : perate?. And will you please state what quantity of prussic 
years covered a portion of the column, during which walls, foundations, and remains of Roman villas, acid can be taken into the human stomach to constitute such 


those perforations and the eating away by the water| many of them for want of space built right into the| moderate use as will entitle the user to the appellation tem- 


were done, the little borers being quite unaware of |8ea, where their buttresses may still be seen. Some | perate? i . i 
the record they were making to ba d in after cen- jare named after Cæsar, Cato, Pompey, Sylla, Ha-| You say, “There is probably quite as much intemper- 


turies. In thé sixteenth century there were many | drian, Nero, and others, real or fanciful. The young | PP nanle to den and eat fn UNE ac I we hardly seom 
earthquakes on this coast, and in 1538 the Monte | Marcellus, who was to have succeeded Augustus, | taste of beefsteak or plum pudding.” 
Nuovo was raised in a few days by the great quan- jdied here. Here are also several ruined baths,| Dr. Parker at another time said, ‘“‘ Alcohol is the one evil 
tity of ashes and burning matter thrown out, which | called temples, as the temple of Diana, the temple | genius, whether in wine, or ale, or whisky, and is killing the 
formed a hill nearly five hundred feet high ; the|of Mercury, a cracked building with an echo inside eee or man MS Voula drink regie N E T 
whole coast being elevated, and the sea conse-|and adomed rotunda seventy feet in diameter. Also we find, ** Drink not liquors that intoxicate or disturb the 
quently retiring beyond its previous bounds. The]@ temple of Venus, an ejght-sided structure, the | reason.” “Mohammed forbade his followers to drink wine. 
‘Temple of Jupiter was doubtless ruined during most perfect of all. It is circular inside, ninety feet Total abstinence from intoxicants vas taught in anolent 
these extraordinary commotions, and the little sea |n genes um annm with oe Pra E 1 A ies trot i over 2 B opns Poy legs T bani dve 
borers which had recorded their history died out. als, once à 3avorlie watering p Wee ' of intoxicating liquors was prohibited a thousand years be- 
At the early part of the present century the floor of | mans, and notorious for its dissipation and loose | fore the Christian era. Our own laws prohibit the sale or 
the temple was dry. In twenty years after it was | morals, where, it was said, if a woman went as chaste | giving of intoxicants to Indians, and in most of the states, 
covered by the high tides, which though but slight |as Penelope she went away a Helen, is now a hos-|if not all, to minors. Why? Is beefsteak or plum pudding 
à : P : ital or invalid depot. Here the Romans found a|tabooed or interdicted by any statute known to you? If the 
in this part of the Mediterranean do make a differ- | pital o p 4 use of those articles was attended with the evils that- follow 
ence on the shores. Since that time the water has | soft climate sheltered from the cold winds, but Open] in the train of wine, beer, or whisky drinking, would there: 
been gradually gaining a higher level, and now it is|to the sea breezes, with a smooth sea, delightful | not be somewhere a statutory inhibition? 
about thirty inches deep. views, and hot springs in abundance. Stagnant 


Our prisons are full of criminals made such by the use of. 
I visited on the high banks, overlooking the gea, pools, vineyards, and a few farms are seen there alcohol. Do you know of a single criminal made such by 
the large ruins of an ancient temple of Neptune, 


now. the use of beofateak or erea rary Sea ae are 
: F y 5 . ; tnrosged with paupers as the result of alcoholic beverages..- 
where, if he chose, he could dwell and watch thej The Elysion Fields is a cemejgery covered with 


i s Do you know a pauper made such by the use of corned beef, 
operations carried forward upon his special ele-| some low hills, excavated. with chambers for the] butter, or cheese? Two-thirds of the expense of our recent 
nt, Heavy portions of the walls, twenty feet or | dead, two hundred feet square, with recesses for| October term of court—many hundred dollars—was the 
ment, iieavy p : À ed ; h ient Ach iat direct reault of the use of intoxicants, and I think the same 
more in hight, are still standing, a relic of the past, | urns. Lake F usaro, the ancient Acherusia is at the may be said of courts generally all over our land; but I hav 
In the neighborhood are the ruins of a temple of back of these. It is the crater of another volcano, | never yet known one cent of litigious expense imposed upon 
Diana and other pagan deities. This portion of|and was the old port of Cume. ] the people by the use, as a beverage, of buttermilk or water. 
the bay appears to have been a favorite resort of tho] J omitted to say that it was at Puzzuoli that Paul} I hav seen much of the horrors of delirium tremens. 
y app : A E k ded 5 tradi lf Al dria. He} Within the last year I hav witnessed three terrible cases, all 
old Romans, whose villas lined the coast in thick|landed in a trading vessel from Alexandria, He| ^ by the beverages of which you speak so kindly, not 
succession, and rendered it one of the most popu-| Stopped there with his Jewish brethren seven days | one by the use of tea, coffee, fruit, or mutton, ^ 
lous spots in Italy, It embraces the noted volcanic | before proceeding to Rome, or so it is said. For more than three years last past I hav had the honor to 
district, including the Phlegrei Campi, or Burning| Night coming on, we were admonished to return | be president of a Reform Club with over two hundred 
Plains, Styx, and Acheron, the Elysian Fields, Tar to the city. The possibility of further sight-seeing | names enrolled under its pledge of total abstinence. Most 
tarus, Lethe, the Cimmerian Shades, and other Was over for the day. Jehu was again cracking his | tumper hav been drünkarde. Mons er aoe lene wi large 
apparatus of the Roman poets. The Gajola rock | whip (I give him the credit of using up about 81X | short time ago were reduced to the lowest poverty through 
. divides the Bay of Naples from that of Puzzuoli.|inches of his whip-snapper that day), and in about] drink, whose families suffered for the necessaries of lite— 
Here aré the extensive remains of the Villa of|an hour we were again in Naples. Jehu’s horse ror Beatie, Faia or Pread and butter, are now in- 
‘Vedius Pollio and the Villa of Lucullus, with a muet be a tough one to stand sich a day's work as Aston metal gitzen, happy in the integrity of an uae 
“theater, baths, fish-ponds, ete. Near this Virgil had | that. I reached my hotel, a little tired, but feeling fortable homes. If my efforts and abstinence hav tended to 
'g country seat, where he wrote some of his poetry. | that I had done a good day's work at sight-seeing. | confer and promote such happiness, whatever of self-abne- 
lOieero's Villa is near Puzzuoli, once called Acade-| At the door I parted with my friend the captain, | gation I hav assumed has been a thousand times repaid. 
‘mia and Villa Puteolana. It was once close to the | paying him a reasonable sum for his time, and assur- Puen 7 Rada Biyan me A h E ae 
Igea, but was put back by the earthquakes. A part|ing bim if he again visited New York I would | pot envy you the pleasure you hav derived from the juice of 
tof the portico still remains. Here the great orator|endeavor to show him around somewhat exten-|the grapo, A tew oue me or our cm club hav 
‘wrote his “Academical Questions” and other works, | sively. gone back io their old habits through the influence of the 
Near the same are seen the ruins of a theater, a| I have little more to tell you about Italy, and that | apostles of moderation. Oihers may fall, but they shall not 


À > : : : : through my influence or example. 
temple of Antinous, while a temple of Neptune and | Will be in another letter, this being already ps In relation to what you say of the temperance of the wine 


hnother to the Nymphs have been submerged by the | enough. Sineerely yours, D.M drinking people of Europe, the police reports of Paris 
yea, i show a large ripis arresis an that city weekly in 

. 2. 3 o ^ EORUM ee consequence of drunkenness. tatistics show a large 
* The spot I visited with the greatest interest in A Card. amount of intemperance all over Europe, aud that go 


this locality is the old volcano of Solfatano, or Sol- ! ` , | increase is alarming and is attracting the attention of gev- 

tatara, the ancient Forum Vulcani. It was once a| Iwish to say to all those who intend to present to their | eral of the governments, Charles Dickens and Dr, Holland 

lrery active volcano, but has for a long time pretty wife, husband, son, daughter, sister, brother, lover, or j| found intemperance there, and a German friend of mine, 
nuch retired from the business. Jt is 1,000 or| sweetheart, a Freethinker's badge pis, Christmas, that they | who has traveled in nony eveT country and speaks nearly 

1,500 feet high, and the old crater is probably 1,500 | Vill greatly oblige me by ordering at once, if possible. Bee largaly Sie yaicnt there and ib T dei Grunkenneas is 

| E e : are i ppalling. 

Ñ leet across, and the outer edge is perhaps 200 feet | ®dvertisement of badge in this paper. And now, Bro, Bennett, if I question the propriety or ex- 
higher than the hard, stony substance now forming . Lucy L, CHURCHILL. pediency of publishing the fact that you drank a glass of 
‘he floor of it. I walked over it; and by throwing |- West Richfield, O., Nov. 10, 1880. wine at the ovation tendered you on your return from 
| stone upon this crust a hollow, cavernous sound Ye er SEE ey Sia 
' heard, showing that quite a vacuum exists be-| OmrmHopoxris irrational. It disparages reasoi and says | none, and would surely grieve a large number of your 
reath, l reason is of the natural man and to be held always in sub- MEE Mao ud Kee I want 
f ! : : OB k : ame for I regard it as on 
i The evidence o: the e oe uoan ordination to faith. The thing of most importance to be the very best and most valuable papers published ner ot 
tre abundant. ne edge of t crater hotjdone, the thing most pleasing to heaven, the thing} ica or any other land, Very truly yours, E. Banaaan 
jalphurous smoke and vapor constantly arise, and | without which there is no safety or salvation, is to believe, a Gun tend E do A : 

i 6 night fire is sometimes seen coming out from be-|simply believe. And the explanation of the mystery, why cares i Eyes us his arguments very tersely, 
fyeen the crevices of volcanic rock, in a small, | the old theology is able to retain its hold upon the minds of m T nn Hs w A . Intemperance is unquestiona- 
boky recess, whence the smoke and vapor exude, |the people as it does, lies, more than anywhere else, in just | PIY ? aee Male " hio dag Wo to be an advocate of the 
whe steam and smoke are hot enough to cook an egg this fact, that it teaches that men must not doubt, must not uid tin ? e ipa n e hav no partiality for them, 
la few minutes. I walked into this sulphurous | question ; they must believe. To use their reason In con- da a nga 9 vis ege i excess, We rod cia In our 
livern, and by holding my face well down toward | nection with religion, beyond a certain very narrow limit, is an baie Pod d ue and adi d a acs y "e ured by 
ay feet I managed to stay in for a minute or two. | of the devil.—J. T. Sunderland. d y admit that great evils arise 


À £ A from their use. Alcohol in & diluted form may in certain 
tobtained a piece of the hot rock, coated with ———— 9 ———— é ; 

| n ases be used as a remedy, but nature has litt 

Vahur, where the vapor exudes, and brought it r : e orn 


8 Pabur, t ‘Sara B. Cuasz, M. D., on November 23d, commenced a | and total abstinence is far better than its immoderate use. 
BC Wiy with me to show my friends what they may | course of medical lectures to ladies at Mars’ Lyceum Hall, | Still it is quite possible for a person to take an occasional 
| Pet hell to be, In 1198 this volcano poured out a |114 West 14th street, opposit Haverly's theater, to be con. glass of wine without injury, We hav known those who 

Tge amount of lava, but since that time it has been | tinued on every Tuesday afternoon, at 9 P. M., during the | occasionally use fermented liquors and never become 
Mpéiratively quiet, though the smoking is kept up season, Subjects of vital importance to women are plainly | intoxicated nor the worse for the indulgence. And though 
thou cessation, and ably treated. Admission, 50 cents, alcohol je pronounced as poisonous aa ateenic or prussiq 
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acid, many of us hav known people who hav used it 
almost daily for nearly half a century and still were vigorous 
and tolerably healthy. 1t depends very largely upon the 
quantity that is used. Some poor slaves to intoxicating 
' drinks last but two or three years and reach a most misera- 
ble end. ; l 
: There is undoub' edly much intemperance and intoxica- 
tion in Europe, but we saw very few signs of it in countries 
where wine is in general use. More intemperance was 
Been in England, where whisky, rum, and gin are exces- 
_ Sivly used, than in all the continental countries we vis- 
ited; and that was why we believed if Americans would 
be content with the use of wine and discard all stronger 
drinks they would be gainers thereby. It is undoubtedly 
_the tendency of Americans to go to istemperate extremes in 
: the indulgence of their sppetites, and this is why we so 
_ often see drunkenness among us, why so mazy moral and 
physical wrecks are made. For such, total abstinence is the 
Only safety.. .. TE NS 
Intemperance in eating is the cause of many diseases and 
the source of much ill-health and unbappiness; but intoxi- 
cation, moral ‘and social ruin, are not among them, and this 
is why intemperance in the use of alcoholic drinks is worse 
. than intemperance in eating. It is questionable, however 
whether a glutton is much more respectable than a drunkard, 
We wish, we repeat, not to be an advocate of the moderate 
or immoderate indulgence in intoxicating liquors. Their 
use is always attended with danger and often with moat 
fearful results. It is far better for everybody to let them 
alone. —Ep. T. S. : 


OscRoLA, Iowa, Nov. 27, 1880, 

. DM. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I congratulate you on your 
return safe and sound. Some one lectured you on temper- 
ance lately. The inclosed on temperance, wriiten for a 
local paper here, I would like to see reprinted in Thu 
TRUTH BEEKER. 

I wil contribute one dollar to fight that trial of the Le 
Claire editor if it takes place. Yours truly, : 
l F. J, EMABY. 
TEMPERANCE DEFINED, 


This word has a wider meaning than many persons are 
willing to allow. The popular meaning is abstinence from 
alcoholic drink in public. The ancient Spartans reckoned 
that stealing was not a crime, but to be caught stealing was 
9 crime, Our modern temperance morality is on a par with 
ancient Spartan morality. : 

Temperance in all things is the on!y kind worth notice. 
A man who eats more than is good for him, although he 
may abstain from alcoholic drink, is intemperate, A man 
who drinks a pint of water where half a pint would suffice 
is intemperate. A man who chooses to work beyond his 
strength and damages bis constitution thereby is intemper- 
ate. A man who *'sleeps the clock round” of twelve hours 
when eight would suffice is intemperate. A mau who be- 
comes angry on slight provocation is intemperate. It need 
ecarcely be remarked that but a very moderate amount of 
malice, fraud, lying, and deception are needed in a temper- 
ate man. Ifa man never touched alcohol, but was full of 


“pure cussedness,”. -he is.by no. means-a-temperate man. 


here the evil passions of human nature revel unchecked, 
temperance in the true senso of the word is but a name and 
hag no existence. . . 

Temperance in all, things is a noble virtue. To regulate 
the passions ; to eat and drink moderately; to be equabie in 
temper; neither to be lazy nor work to excess; to forbear a)l 
malice and deception; to avoid anger without a cause, is 
temperance ; but to neglect all this and tack the word on to 
abstinence from spirituous liquors is a miserable misno- 
mer, and really admits that any vicious scalawag may be 
a temperate man, which is impossible. . 

I will just add a fact which will be ignored and scouted 
here. No people were ever made virtuous or temperate by 
statute law, by local law, or by compulsion of any law. 

F., J, EMARY. 
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: : Crosswicxs, Dec. 1, 1880. 

. Mr, D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir : Yn thy safe arrival hone 
from thy trip to the Brussels Congress with renewed health 
and spirit, 1 most heartily congratulate thee, but am sorry 
to learn of thy being in arrears for material for publication. 
We Liberals ought not to allow this. Thee should be com- 
pensated for loss of time and thy fine paid. 1 hav erjoyed 
reading thy letters written while abroad. After reading 
Tux TRUTH RERKER it is loaned to neighbors, then I send 
it to friends in several of the stater, and even back to the city 
of New York.. We hav not à number on hand though a sub- 
scriber more than a year. Please accept the inclosed $5.00 
for thy use. . : . 

"With best wishes for thy continued health and prosperity, 
Very truly thine, CAROLINE B. ELLIS. 


Many thanks to tbis kind friend for her generosity. Itis 
not the first proof that has been given of the interest she 
has taken in sustaining Liberal publications. Every dollar 
shall be used for that purpose. —E»D. T. 8. 


DECLINE OF SUPERSTITION. 


Mr Eprror: At the present time even the most supersti- 
tious hav to acknowledge that the myths of antiquity are 
gradually fading away. As men advance they think less of 
the next world and more of this, and for that reason 
superstition opposes enlightenment to the full extent 
of its power. ‘he superstitious Christian thinks of the 
time when Christianity held absolute control over the fairest 
regions of the earth, and regrets that it has not the same 
power now so that it could exterminate the heretics and 
wield its iron scepter of ignorance and superstition over 
this American people, But let me tell the zealous Chris- 
tians that their power is lost, never, never to return. "They 
hav the same disposition to-day as they had when Huss, 
Jerome of Prague, and Servetus were put out of the way to 
uphold the most damnable doctrin that ever was presented 
to civilized man. Even now I am told that Ingersoll and 
his followers ought to be hung. Why don't they hang 
them? Simply because they lack the power. I àm glad 
that they do for if they bad the power we would hav another 
St. Bartholomow, or the horrors of the Inquisition repeated 
with redoubled fury.. Many people mourn because tbe 
faith in Jehovah is growing leer, as many of the Greeks did 
when Zeus passed away, and many of the Romans did 
when Jove was no longer supreme, Science is dethroning 
the heavens of their gods and putting in their place an infi- 
nit number of shining worlds that move in accordance to 
„họ rules of nature’s immutable Jaw, Brahma no longer 
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governs the affairs of the universe, and Isis and Osiris were 
nearly forgotten centuries ago. Mars, Jupiter, Jove, and 
Venus hav all passed away, and upon the face of this fair 
carth serenely as ever falls the dim luster of the beautiful 
stars, M 

Vitziputzli, the supreme god of the Mexicans, no longer 
sits upon a throne supported by an azare globe of heaven, 
and Jehovah with a mighty hand ani a at etched out arm 
turns the earth upside down no more. ` 

"The false teachings of Christ concerning wealth and the 
resurrection are now considered fabulous, and the sword he 
came to bring is no longer wet with the blood of innocent 
people. Let us rejoice that this is so, for when the myths 
pass away we will see the dawn of a brighter era. We will 
Tejoice in the advancement of science, and instead of per- 
Recuting heretics, men will practice justice and humanity. 

; Yours truly, W. E. FAIRBANKS, 


. RICHFORD, V7. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: According to history, nearly 
all people hav had a system of superstition in some form. 
And their superstition has been blended" with their politics, 
as the chief handmaid. 
America, although our Constitution declares that ‘‘Con- 
gress shall not make any established system of religion, or 
prohibit the free exercise thereof.” And yet our govern- 
ment employs chaplains in every department, to make a 
little silly prayer and force the people to pay their salaries, 
Hence religion is virtually established. Hence religion is & 
part of politics, and politics is united with religion, and we 
are idolators all. 

But what is religion? Any system of faith and practice, 
Webster says. Then the practice of a faith is religion. 
Dr, A, Clarke says (Com., vol. 5, p. 829), * The word rehg- 
ion was made of two Greek words, ‘I fear a demon." If 
80, whoever fears a devil has got religion. Now, join my 
church and you are all right, so say all. But what was the 
origin of this absurdity ? Why, one legend says that a goose 
laid an egg and hatched herself from the egg. The origin 
of all living creatures! The goose laid another egg and 
hatched out man. That was the origin of man. Another 
legend (Jos. Antiq., book i, chap. 7) says Abraham got up 
the Jahos or Jewish God, similar to the goose ; God made 
Abe, and Abe made God. Again, Josephus says (book ii, 
chap, 12) that Moses made God tell him his name, that wag 
never known before. And he says (book 8, chap. 11) that 
God made himself. So the goose story is just as true holy 
scripture as avy on earth. 

Kersey Graves says that Abraham was the son of Tuva, 
who was driven from the Hindoos for heresy. Aud the 
Chaldeans drove Abe from Mesopotamia for heresy (Antiq., 
book i, chap. 7. And Abe went among the Phoenicians, 
&nd then to Egypt and lied his wife upon Pharaoh, aud got 
‘rich, Then Abe lied Sarah upon Abimelech ; and Isaac 
lied Rebecca upon Abimelech. 

He knew Abimelech loved his ma like honey, 
And paid his daddy down 1n silver money, 
Sheep and oxen, asses, slave ^, maids, and gold, 
To enjoy the dear old rib a century old. 


After all this the Lord: appeared to Sarai as he prom'!sed, 
and **the Lord did-to her as he agreed to do” (Gan, xxi, 1). 

“Tt came to pass "—'' Now when!" 

The Lord appeared to a virgin espoused to Joseph, aud 
did to her a8 he agreed to. | 
Hone him more than there is of him! (Lukei, 45, Matt. 


Thus began the most human-damning of all curses, Juda- 
ism and Christianity, the religion of the most proud, boast- 


ing, hypocritica], money-loving, civilized nations on earth 
‘AD, 1880. After the preaching of hundreds of millions of 
mystagog liars twenty thousand years, man's origin aud 
destiny are yet unknown, save what he can learn of his own 
experience and observation, and always will be. Man 
knows only by experience and observation. All else is 
sheer assumption. Our Jewish and Christ book is over- 
whelming evidence that it is the greatest book of falsehood 
ever manufactured. And the people of republican America 
are 80 Crazy after fashion, money, and power that they will 
not try to know what it contains, (See '"Bible of Bibles," 
by Kersey Graves.) It is true as that the sun shines that no 
man ever knew a real thing called God or Christ or Ghost, 
or heaven or hell or soul or angels or devils or spirits, ora 
future life after we are dead—only priest-forged names and 
our own imagination. If there be 2 personal superhuman 
being in the universe who will not make himself known to 
us positivly, but send us to an endless hell because we do 
net believe in him without any evidence, be is worse than 
all the devils ever preached of. I don’t think there is any 
auch being. So good-bye, all priests; I don’t want to pay 
for your prayers, You say God is unchangeable, yot you 
get on your knees and tell him whatto do! Why not let 
God be honest with himself, and all mankind, male and 
female, do likewise? That is all we need to hav a good 
world, but we never can hav one with seven hundred quar- 
reling sects of priests for hard-working people to support. 
Josse NOYES, 


A LETTER FROM THE OPPOSIT SIDE OF THE GLOBE. 


SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE. 
COLOMBO, CEYLON, Oct, 20, 1880. 


D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I hav the pleasure to inclose 
a draft on the Bank of England for the sum of two pounds, 
thirteen shillings, being the value of bcoks and tracts ap- 
pearing in the inclosed list, which is prepared from Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER of June 19th, 1880, and the subscrip:ion for 
ayear in advance to your paper, ani hope tkat you will 
kindly dispatch them by return mail. 

A few catalogs of Freethought publications, and some 
specimen copies of any periodicals published in the interest 
of the Freethought movement in America and Europe, will 
greatly oblige. My object in getting down these Liberal 
tracts, etc., is to translate them into the Sinhalese language 
and to circulate them gratis among the Christians, who are 
increasing in numbers daily in Ceylon. 

Isend you a small tract, published under the auspices of 
the Colombo Theosophical Society, by this mail, which is a 
translation into Sinhalese of the open letter addressed to 
the St. John’s School Board, by M. Babcock, which ap- 
peared in your paper of June 19, 1880, to show you that 
we are also assisting you in your praiseworthy undertaking 
in fighting against superstition and bigotry. i 

I remain, dear sir, Yours sincerely, J. R. DE SILVA, 


LEAVENWORTH, KAN., Nov. 17, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett Dear Sir: Noticing you hav returned 
from your trip jabroad, I drop you a note of congratula- 
tion, hopiag the trip fureisneu pleasure exceeding your 
expectations at the time of your departure, and that you 
may be spared by the great dispenser to resume your old 
ost at the head of Tus TRuTH SEEKER, not that 1 think it 
as been poorly managed during your absence, but because 


It is so in democratic republican . 


And she magnified the Lord— 


the passengers aboard the Liberal ship always feel better 
when they know the captain is on board also. This city is 
full of Liberals, though the League as such never meets. 
Mr. R. Beiga, the treasurer, says, since the president moved 
away there has been no meetings held, partly because the 
older members with settled convictions think it unnecessary 
and the younger ones don't like to lead. He has money he- , 
longing to the League, and itis possible we caa get up & 
revival this winter, I propose to try though I never hav 
been a member of a League anywhere, and know very little - 
about the process of organization or management. {learn 
there is a very strong, activ League at Valley Falls, thirty- 
six miles west from here; hav been requested to lecture 
there soon; will endeavor to do so, and ascertain at the 
,Bame time the modus operandi ot League construc- 
ition. While wishing the bolting secularists success, would 
say that Western Liberals generally are not in sympathy 
with the movement. The majority with whom I hav 
talked Want no compromise with orthodoxy on the Com- 
'Btock law business. They no doubt believe with Ingersoll 
; When he said, ‘‘ A compromise is a proceeding in which 
‘ hypocrites deceive each other," and they prefer repeal, and 
s0 do 1. Yours accordingly, M. FInuMm oR Green. 


MARTINDALE, N. Y. 
Bro. BENNETT: My definition of mental culture and ob- 
| servations is submitted to the hosts of readers of your jour- 
nal. 4 
DEFINITION. 


Education is the truth of the knowledge and wisdom of 
nature, the tradition of her characters into the language and 
acm 9t men, the means to secure the mental barmony of the 
world. 

OBSERVATIONS. 


1. The veil of hypothesis is a medium which perverts 
reason and understanding and causes by pseudo educajion 
the holiest and sincere, with the most depraved of men and 
Women, to stumble and fall. 

Hence that angel benefactress, sister S!enker, with her 
astringent cordial for the cure of sexual intemperance, and 
those intelligent pupils of Euclid, who enlighten us with 
the dogmas of their master who died not knowing the causa 
of sunrise, 

2, The cure and removal of error is truth. It is life with- 
out guile, love not knowing a burden. It is errorless educa- 
tion. Itis the cure of sexual intemper:nce, the precursor . 
of children conceived in love. Its heavenly, sinless rule, 
t Love one another with pure hearts fervently.” Wave of 
glory roll on, hasten the time whea every conjagal heart 
shall throb hallelujah, : 


NEW GEOMETRY. 


Given a circle and inscribed and circumscribed hexagons. 
The perimeters and periphery of the circle are unequals, and 
their areas are unequals, and any. amount of bisection can- 
not reduce them to equality. Hence the accepted quadrature 
of the circle was not only a misnomer, but a romantic soph- 
istry in mathematics, 

Yours for the removal of the hundred-headed dragon of 
our false system of education, the clog which incapacitates 
ua ao that we cannot enjoy the merry dance of universal 
truth, Rev. W. Isaacs LO^MIS. . 


Bout Dantmourn, Mass, N v. 28, 1880. 

CD. M. BENNETT, My Déar Friend and Brother: I hav 
been reading to-day the many communications in your 
paper of yesterday. and hav been much interested in their 
perusal, especially in those which congratulate you on your 
safe arrival home from your European journey. And now, 
with your permission, E also would like to write a few 
words of like tenor. 

After suffering from cruel imprisonment, deprived of the 
society of your family, I am sure that your heslth must hav 
been restored by traveling through the countries of the old 
world, which you hav described in go graphic and interest- 
ing a manner through the medium of Tug TRUTH BEEKER. 
Eich week that I receive the paper L am always deeply in- 
terested in your letters from Europe, and thank you very 
much for writing them in such an entertaining manner. 

May you, now that you.hav returned to your home, be 
enabled to do valiant service in behalf of tho cause which 
we all hav 80 niuch at heart. 

I was much interested in the very full account of the 
banquet and reception glven in the city of London, at the 
Hali of Science, in your behalf, on the evening of Friday, 
October 29h. Mr. Bradlaugh spoke noble and ringing: 
words, Mrs. Besant was not one whit behind him in her 
utterances in welcome to you. All the other speakers did 
nobly. It was, indeed, an occasion of which you may well 
be proud, and will go far, very far, to show to those Lib- 
erals who left the last Congress of the National Liberal 
League that {your deeds in behalf of ‘a free press and free 
mails are fully appreciated by the leading Liberals of old 
England. I think that you will be encouraged in view of 
this glorious tribute on the part of our English Liberal 
brethren to greater deeda in behalf of the Liber«l cause. 

I will not trespass on your time, patience, and space much 
longer; but „before closing I would just allude to a few 
words occurring in the communication of A W. Wood, 
of Kewanee, in yesterday's TRUTH BREKER. They are as 
follows: ‘All men are not Bennetts, Ingersolle, Wrights, 
Underwoods, Greg, or Bradlaughs; nor are all women 
Besauts, Slenkers, Wixons, or Colmans.” What a glorious 
array of names hav we Lere! 'Thcy are names dear to all 
the friends of Freethought; and among those noble women 
whose names are here recorded is that of Susan H. Wixon 
of Fall River, Massachusetts. I know she will excuse me 
for thus referring to her in this connection. She has done 
valiant service in our cause. Years ago her pen was em- 
ployed in that time-honored champion of the cause, the 
Boston Investigator. I know not but that she still continues 
to send her words of truth through ils columns I hav seen 
her, talked. with her, heard her from the forum, and I will 
say that among all the women of our land who hav done 
their part in emancipating the public mind from the thrall- 
dom of priestcraft and superstition, there is not one who is 
more devoted and earnest in her efforts. 

Pardon the length of this communication. Accept my 
kind regards. May you prosper in strength, wealth, and 
happiness. Truly yours, Enwin H, BARTLETT, 


— M 
Your '' French Revolution " is an excellent work.—d. P. 
Mendum.—W. B. BELL. 
It is also a very valuable contribution and aid to those 
who hav hitherto been conversant with what has been the 


cause of more controversy, politica! and religious, than any 
other social and political upheaval the world has ever 


known, — George Lynn. 


Cum Curie D iis. E. uer iem 


gà xoc c— owe am s 


m — m mM olx 


a 


_ The Tesh Seeker, December 11, 1880. 


Eli and Hannah, © 


. BY ALHAZA. 
” I saw thee standing 'neath a spreading palm. 
No lotus flower more lovely, pale, divine; 
I would hav worshiped 'neath the azure sky, 
Blightine the perfume of an inner shrine. 


“The sir is heavy with the breath of flowers; 
Thou leanest now on snow and fretted gold; 
Sweeter than Isis in a dim recess, 
Just from the bath, her bosom white and cold. 


~“ Drink of this cup, I love its fragrant dew. 
It makes me joyous, beautiful, and young; 
Come, I will whisper words within thine ear 
That sacred Orpheus never thought or sung. 


“TIl wrap thee inthe leopard’s gorgeous robe, 
With Indian pearls I'll twine thy silken hair; 
And while I kiss thy brow and tender arms, 
Ful many @ gem shall burn and sparkle 
there. 


"Thy dark eyes languish; didst thou taste the 


cup, 
The richest fruit thy parting lips shall stain; 
Why struggle thus. and dash the wine away? 
Is my deep love, my madness, all in vain ?” 


“Away. old Bend. these precincts are not pure, 
Thy breath is foul, thy bosom dark and vile, 
This altar, stained with sin, O let mə leave, 
To find my peaceful flocks, my husbang’s 
smile. 


* What villains lark within the kolfest shade, 
What crimes this venerable pile disgrace, 
While angel vestments drape the limbs of 
ghouls, 
And heavenly tissues hide the devil’s faco,” 


Progress. 
BY ELLA A, BACON, 
The car of progress moves along, 
Freighted with its vast human throng, 
And this the burden of their song, 
" Humanity, rise higher ;” 

Look up to catch the glowing light 
Which bursts upon thy yearning sight, 
And from the shadows of the night 

To beams of truth aspire. 


From hampering creeds which bind thee down, 
Humanity, lookup! Thy crown 
Consists not 1n the bigot’s frown 
Or stern denunciation; 
But rather in kind. loving deed, 
To scatter wisdom’s precious seed. 
The earnest soul which feels its need 
Will yield appreciation. 


Ye workers in this phalanx grand, 
Who strive to spread throughout the land 
The truths which lie on every hand. . 
Waiting for llps to proffer ; 
The moving caravan of fact 
Impels the thinking soul to act, 
Regardless of the cataract 
Which blinds the creed-bound scoffer, 


Tho world moves. and Galileo, 

Withlo his earnest soul, did know 

The truth which he essayed to show 
Would yet become a power; 

But, menaced with the bigot’s threat. 

He hushed the proclamation. yet 

With bated breath announced the fact 

* It moves, this very hour!’ 


The whispered truth it spread, it grew, 
Till priesteraft knew not what to do 
With this strong faet, which overthrew 
Their heavenly " revelation.” 
The flat old earth has rounded out, 
And science glva a mighty shout, 
Which puts old error’s host to rout 
By progress in the nation. 


Confucius and brave Socrates, 

And lofty-minded men like these, 

In their philosophy did seiz3 
Truths that were 1nspiring. 

That spirit of true progress atill 

Inspires mankind, and every ill 

That now affilets, progression will. 
With energy untiring, . 


Place every wrong beneath our feet, 
And make our homely duties sweet 
Till victory shall be complete. 
And all the sky ba brightened. 
And searchers shall not ba afraid 
To breathe of new discoveries made: 
No longer shall we stand dismayed, 
For all shall be enlightened. 


em 


Whippoorwill. 
BY CHARLES BBADLEY. 
A 
“—Decendo a l’anima-sospiro.”—Dante, 


Fading, with the fading light. 
Softly he sighed, Dear world, good night.—B. 
Let nature. going to her rest. 
Lay this song upon her breast; 
For nature resteth, as methinks, 
When the whippoorwill he winks. 


I will, I will, and if you will, 
Sing you the song of the Whippoorwill; 
In the shade of the glade, 
Which the deepening twilight made, 
This 1s the song he singeth still, 

" Whippoorwill, whippoorwill." 


When the evening star appears, 
Then his little throat he clears, 
And to coming hosts cf night. 
In the heavens shining bright. 
His sweet song he singeth right. 
" Whippoorwill, whippoorwill.” 


Now in awful silence deep 
Nature draws the curtain sleep, 
Through which the watchful stars do peep; 
Still the little notes prolong 
The sweet cadence of the song, 
" Whippoorwill, whippoorwill.” 


He nods, he winks. and all is still. 
Save the echo from the hill 

And the ripple of the rill 

And sweet hum of slumbrous air, 


Where the unseen rosas are; 

And the far. low-breathed waterfall, 

Which from musie’s deep doth call; - 

He sleeps. and dreaming, singeth still, 
* Whippoorwill, whippoorwill.” 


“In some cases of this kind 
PREVENTION 


is better than eure,"—8amuel Colgate's pam- 
phle*, page 7. 

[And stil! tbe United States Revised Statutes 
8893, page 763, amended July 12, 1876, and the 
state laws, make it punishable by fine and im- 
prisonment to mail or deal in any article, or 
preseribe such, for preventing conception] | 

ut that simple cleanser, designed and sold 
solely and only for purposes of personal puri- 
ty. preservation of health. and prevention of 
disease. which 


Anthony Comstock set out to Sup- 
: press, 
bringing it before 
Three Grand Juries, 
and which has now become celebrated as the 
COMSTOCK SYRINGE, 


cannot come within the provisions of said fed- 
eral or atate statues. Over 1,000 sold in the last 
year. The 


Greatest Godsend to the Sex 
gotton up in this generation. Sent. securely 


oxed, with special instructions, Confidential 
Price.$10. Address 


SAM. H. PRESTON, 
209 West 34th street, N. Y. 


terms to agents. 
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George Chainey’s 


FOUNDATION STONES 


OF THE 
CHURCH OF THE UNITY, 
EVANSVILLE, INDIANA. 


And the foundations of the wall of 
the city were garnished with all manner 
of precious stones.—Rev. xxi, 19, 


For modes of faith let graceless bigots fight; 

His can't be wrong whose life is 1n the right; 

Iu faith and hope the world will disagree, 

But all mankind’s concern is charity ; 

All must be fa'sethat thwart this one great end; 

And all of God that bless mankind. or mend.. 
—Pope, 

Price 75 cents, Cloth. 


For gale nt TRUTH SEEKER office, 141 Eighth 
street, New York. ` 


MACHINERY, 


Hand, Foot and Power Presses. Die Work of al] kinda 
. ' Perforating Dies @ Specialty. 


E. B. STINIPSON, 81 Spruce $t, N. Yr. 
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Six Lectures on Astronomy, 


By Pnor. RICHARD A. PROCTOR. 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall, 
this city, in the winter of 1875-0, and were re 

orted honographically expressly for THE 

BUTH SEEKER by Miss M. B. Gontcharoff. This 
is the most popular course of Lectures ever dee 
livered by Professor Proctor. and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents, 


The titles of the Lectures are: 


I. Growth of Worlds 
IL Life and Death of Worlds. 
IH. Other Worlds than Ours. 
IV. Other Suns than Ours. : 
V. The Great Mysterles of the Universe, 
VI. Beligion and Astronomy. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Elabth st. N.T 


THE MODERN THINKER. 


Second number, 8vo, 160 pp. . . $1.00. 


[8007 MISTAKES OF HOSES") WEY pow coo xin 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
muslin, containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price 
$1.25. 


This book contains the principal points that 
Mr, Ingersoli has made against the Pentateuch 
in all his lectures on that subject, The pam. 

hlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
ncorrect, filled with mistakes. and consist of 
only about fourteen or fi 
are two hundred and sovonty-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
its facts and logic. inimitable in its style, and 
filled with wit, satire, eloquence, and pathos. 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILES, 


Cabinet size, price $2,50. 

Small Busta, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
Shipment. Every admirer of this great Apostie 
of Liberty should hav at least one. 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll, 


By Sanony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


Imperial or large Bio . wt 40 cents 
Photo or card size Pe Newt Vie 20 " 
Life-size Lithograph, 21x97 . . 50 " 


stage pald. 
OB DAC D M, BENNETT. 


3 14 EraucH 8T.. Nxw York 
$6 a week in your own town., Terms and $5 


outfit free; H. Hallett & Oo., Portland, Me 
SUPERSTITION: 
THE RELIGION OF 


* Believe or be Damned.” 
OPEN LETTER TO THE 


ST. J OHNS SCHOOL BOARD. 
BY ns 
M., BABCOCK, 


Tbis book contains an inspired PHOTO- 
GRAPH of the GOD that's being worshiped at 
the expense of the district in our public 
schools; the God that‘ overshadowed” Mary; 
the God that’s wanted in the Constitution: the 
gentleman that owns some three billion dollars’ 
worth of untaxed church property; the *'so- 
helpeme ” God that makes a lle the truth in 
court; the God that governors besought to stop 
the yellow fever, which he didn't do, The pic- 
ture is worth the price of the book. Price, 25 
cents. For saleby D. M. BENNETT, 

141 Bighth street, New York. 


THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


A collection of songs by Whittier, Longfellow, 
Bryant, Tennyson, ap others, set to familiar 
tunes. Designed for Liberal Leagues an: other 
meetings, and in Liberal homes. Compiled and 
edited by Eliza Boardman Burnz, Piice, half 
bound and on heavy paper, 25 cents ; one hun- 
dred copies, $15.09; fifty, $8.00: twenty-five, 
$5.00. Paver covers. 15 cents; one hundre 

copies. $10.00; fifty. $5.00; twenty-five copies, 
$3,00 "Twocents per copy additional must be 
sent to prepay postage on all wholesale orders, 
Address all orders to D. M. BENNETT. 


141 Elghth street, Now York, 


Was Christ a God? 


Conelusions Drawn from 
Apostolic Writings. 


BY F. MENSIGA. 


OonTENTS.— Questionable Dogmas, Bupersti- 
tion and Religion. the Appearance of Bhrist, 
the Life of Ohrist, Comments and Explanations 
of Jude, James, John, Peter, Paul (all his epis- 
tles), Acts, the Four Gospels. Revelations, a 
Summary. Erroneous Theories of Deity. Heav- 
en, Devil. Hell, the Author's Intuitions, Evolu- 
tion of Life. A work of strength and merit. 
An octavo volume of 253 pages, Price, $1.50, 
Sold at this office. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER, 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who, after a pastoral service of thirty years at 
Etrepigny and But in ampagne, France, 
wholly abjured religious dogmas and left as his 

Last Will and Testament” to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 
death, the above-named work, entitled " Oom- 


mon Sense,” 

This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal public. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished Liberal con- 
cerning the book: 


NEWBURYPORT Mass.. Sept. 23, 1878, 
To Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam 
The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s “Age 
of Reason "is mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire's ''Philosophieal Dictionary” 1 
basket of champagne compared with à cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea virtuous 
and humane act in translating his book so well 
A 


Price, cloth, $1.50; paper, $1.00, PARTON, 
t D. V, BENNETT. 141. Eighth St. N. Y. 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 
d BY 


VOLTAIRE., 


Translated from the French by Miss Elle 
Carroll. The first ilme ever published in En a 
lish. The pamphlet contains nearly 500 of Vol. 
taire’s sharp, terse, sarcastic, scathing defini- 
tions of theologica! and ecclesiastical subjecta, 


terms, and dogmas. Th 
world like it, ere ds nothing in the 


verybody ought 
120 paged, Price only $ canes. Wa Bay a eppr. 


fteen pages, while there |. 


a | Boston, 


PEE - «f 


! * 
THE DEVIL? 
A series of Essays dedicated to the St. Johns 
i (Mich.) School Board. 
BY M. BABCOCK. 
Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. © 


THE. — 
Anonymous Hypothesis 
OF : 


Creation. 


A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
Account. £^ i 


BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Oloth: price 50 cents. For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth 8t.. N, Y. 


1 home. Samples worth 
$5'to PAD Pao thome Bannie worth 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 


A NOVEL. 
By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, ` 


Author of ** The Iliad of the East,” ‘ Xavier 
and I,” etc., etc. Three volumes in one; 
extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo,.,..,.. 

404 pp., $1.26. 


The characters are .set before us by a few 
graphic and able touches, not as puppets, but 
as living beings.—Pall Mall Gazeite. 

Power, eloquence, and originality charaeter- 
ize '" Nathaniel Vaughan” to a degree very un- 
usual among modern novels,—Zilusiraied Lon- 

n News. ; 

An independent and respectable study of 
character in the law of circumstance such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composition, 
with a sound moral expressed, though not ob- 
trnded, on the canvas,— Westminster Review. 


D. M. BENNETT, Publisher. 141 Eighth St.. N.Y 


MER a QURE 
$728 WEEK. $12 a day at home easily made, 
Costly outfit free. True&Oo., Augusta. Mo. 


KNOW THYSELF! 


TRE untold miseries that re- 
sult from indiscretion in 
early life may be alleviated 
and cured. Those who doubt 
this assertion should purchase 
the new medical_work 


M TUTE, Boston, 
f //) otitled The Science of Life; 
MUR- DPI or, Selt Preservation. Ex. 
austed vitality nervous and physical debility, 
or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 
close application to business, may be restored 
and manhood regained. 
. Two hundredth edition. revised and enlarged, 
just published. _It is à standard medical work, 
the best inthe English language, written by a 
physician of great experience, to whom was 
awarded agold and jeweled medal by the Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- 

l and very expensive engravings. Three 
hundred pages, more than fifty valuable pre- 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and suc- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price of the book, Bound in French 
eloth : price only $1, sentby mali post-paid, 

The London Lancet says : '' No person should 
be without this valuable book. The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 

An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 
6 cents for postage, 

The author refers by permission to Hon. 
P, A. BIBSELL. M.D., President of the Nation- 


al Medical Association. 
HEAL 


Address Dr. W. H. PAR- 
THYSELF 


KER, No.4Bulfinch street, 


Mass. The author 
may be consulted on all dis- 
eases requiring skill and ex- 
perience, 


THE 


Cause and Remedy of the 
Present Financial Condi- 
tion of the Country. 


A lecture delivered at the Courthouse, Albion, 
New York. ; 


BY MRS, A. H. COLBY. 
Price 10 cente. For sale, whelesale and retail,. 


bp Dell BENNETT. i6 Bighth st. Nr Y, 


1 


. Professor of Psychological Medicine and 


‘ment. 


. private d 


A NEW THEORY 


LIFE AND SPECIES! 
. UE BU IT GIV3 x f 
^A NEW IDEA 


As to now life came on this planet. 


Address J. PACKARD 
OAT. j W. Pittsfield. Mass. 


Ruptures Cured 


By my Medical Compound and 
Rubber Elastic Appliance in 30 
days. Reliable reference given. Send stamp | 
for Circular. A . "m ` 

n w paver you saw this advertise- 
Bay Address Qapr. W. a COLLINGS, i 


13°46 | Smithville, J eiferson Co.. N. Y. 


WHAT IS MONEY? 


A DEBATE 


BETWEEN 
COL. ROBERT G., INGERSOLL 


AND 
DR. T. A. BLAND. 


Pamphlet form. Price 3 cents. For sale at 
this office. s 


The Qi Seeker, December y, 1860. 


NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


The following valuable Libcral 


works hav been placed on sale, ' 


i wholesale and retail, with “ The 
Truth Seeker:” 


Issues of the Age. 


; Ohrist—indeed, many Obrists and imany by the 


CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
| IN MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY C. PEDDER. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible Í Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold back 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm. 
' atively and Negatively with- 
$ out Comment, 
Revised and Enlarged Edition. 


72. pages. Price, 25 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth 8t., N. Y. 
Aa The Religio-Philosophical Journal pub- 
Wishes, and sells an imperfect, disordered, and 
mangled edition. with all 
errors of the editio 
pirated by the late 


the typographical 
of 1960, from which it was 
. B. Jones. 


l E ALIAS 
VINELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


A regularly educated and legally qualified 
-physicilan, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove, 

Gures al} forms of Private, Chronic, and 
Sexual isenses, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer f and 
other causes, producing some of the “ 
lowing effects: Nervousness, Romina! Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
© ight efective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimples on Face, Aversion to Society of Fo- 
males, Confusion of Ideas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, eto, etc. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
cured by an Externa! Application, which is the 
Doctor’s latest and greatest medical discovery, 
and which he has so fer prescribed for this 
baneful] complaint in all its stages without a 
failure to eure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
bad beeg in the Insane asylums, many had 

ailing Sickness— Fits P others nnon the yerge.. 
of consumption $ vue ‘others again had be- 
gome Foolish and hardly able to take care of 

Byphilie positively cured and entirely eradi- 

ated from the system. onorrhoea, Gleet, 
Stricture Hernia (or Rupture), Plies, and other 
lseases quickly cured, All diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus. Uteri, Leucorrhea, 
eto.. treated with equal success. 

DR. B. P. Feutows has within the last, fifteen 
years treated thousands Of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery, 
and in fact had been given up by their physi- 
clans to die; but by the ald of Dr. Fellows’ val- 
nabio discoveries in medicine ware restored to 
health, and are now living monuments to his 
skill. There are few physicians that hav at- 
tained the same eminence, or rather. the same 
high position. in the art of healing as that of 
Dr. Fellows. His elear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of the complaint in- 
tended, and at last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession. . 


PRIVATE MEDIOAL COUNSELOR 


Bent to any address, treating on the cause, ef- 
fects, and cure of Spermatorrhea, and contain- 
ing cures sworn to before a magistrate, which 
la positive and convincing testimony to the 
Doctor’s great skill. 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential. Inclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above, 

[From the Western Reformer.] 


“DR. R. P. FELLOWS 
is a highly educated and scientific physician. 
He has an origina! system of practice, and is 
erfectly reliable and trustworthy. We hay 
heard many flattering reports of his successful 
auras of diseases incident to bumanity.” 


THE f 
Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 
Mediomania. 
‘WO LECTURES. 
; BY 
FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD., 


Medica! Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
. for Women. 
Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 
Qloth: price 50 cents. For sale by 
0, M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth st.. N. Y. 


Boecl p NE Se RM UMS 
A FREE BOOK FOR THE SICK, 

100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
Medos is nearly Diseases ean be positively : 
vured by an original system of practice, It con- j 


and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


; price, $1.00, 
Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 


precedents.— Tacitus. > - 

An admirably written. scholarly volume.— N. 
Y. Graphia 

He presents a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced,—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought. He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirationg.—XN. Y. Tribune. : 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, 
Author of" The Essence of Christianity,” etc 

'. Translated from the German. 
Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance. 
Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 


nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality of our sge !—Hatract. ' 


THE POCASSET TRAGEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by . 
"WILLIAM DENTON. 


| This is the masterly lecture reprinted in THE 
| TRUTH SEEKER, It is the best on the subject, 
~and.shows in the clearest manner that that sad 
tragedy Was but the-to-be-looked-for outcome 
of ithe teaching of the Bible. BE TT 

rico 10 cents. . M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth Btroet.N. Y. City. 


JUST OUT! 


Another Extraordinary Book! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR, 


The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


eal Gun. 
By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind, 
Being a reply to Jonn T. PERRY'S ** Bix- 
teen Baviors or One." 'Two hundred 
and twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. 


Mr. Perry. who is the literary editor of the 
' Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
! and able critics, and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks, His 
work isa review of Kersey Graves’ “ Bixteen 
Orucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work, but to hav answered an 
overthrown all the leading arguments of the In- 
fidel world against Christianity and the Bible. 
' And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and answered 
‘and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
' arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
! and amusing feature of this work of Mr, Graves 
is his '" Ecclesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself, 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
Only contradict each other and sometimes thom- 
Belves, put condemn each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the ease, This teature of the work is reaily 
laughable, It shows not only the utter failure 
of Mr. Perry to prove what he designed. but that 
is witnesses seem to turn "' state’s ovi- 
dence” against him and testify for Mr, Graves. 
And in addition to all this, Mr. Graves has cited 
from many of the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr, Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing. The work is enlivened by numerous anec- 
dotes illustrative of Mr. Perry’s absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, “A thunder-blast 

ainst Mr, Perry, and & dead shot on ortho- 

oxy. which leaves not a grease spot of either. 
In the two works will be found the abiest argu- 
menta both for orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 
Work comprises about 200 pages. 
Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1, 
For saleby DÐ. M. BENNETT. 


THE 


some of h 


'GAUSE OF HUMANITY, 


OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith. 


taing valuable and suggestiye notes on nearly 
all the chronic flis to Vic the human family ! 
is subject, besides illustrative cases, and will b 
sent by. mall to any one sending their address 
anda Toroo-cent stamp 


to 
LL PUB c0. 
MURRAY EIS Baat anh Biret, Rb Y, 


jud ot mailing. | of HUMANITY. 


An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY OF THE 
POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 
By QOUBTLANDT PALMEB. 
Price, 26 cents, 


fu 


i 


| 


| 


1 


———— 


| 


Revelations of Antichrist 


OONCEBNING 


Christ and Christianity. 


“ ANTIOHRIST” proves from history that James, 
Kepha ‘Cephas, alias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Ohristlan era, and so did Jesus 


name of Jesus, 


Thebook contains 446pages. with a full Index 
and table of contents, Price. $2.00, 


ESSAYS ON 


Mind, Matter, Forces, Theol- 


ogy, etc. 
BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 
Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp;, $1.50. 


by examples will at a future period stand 88 ' mnis ig a collection of Essays reprinted from 


various journals. They are chiefly intended to 
uphold the theory of the stability of 
and forces and the perpetuity of mind. 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author. 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


. With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, Etc. 

BY HALSEY R. STEVENS. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50, 


Faith and Reason; 
Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 


A concise account of the Ohristian religion 
and all the prominent religions before and 
since Ohristianity. 


BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


matter 


Positivist Primer: 


| gcionce, is a sham, The truth-teller isill-man- Being a series of familiar conversations on 


the Religion of Humanity, 
BY 0. G. DAVID. 
Price, 75 cents. 


THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A critical study. By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TTI, Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 


i Florence. Extra cloth, 12mo, 827 pp, $2.00, 


Through Rome On. 
A Memor or Chistian and Antichristian ^ * 
Experience. 

BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS, 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 802 pp. . . $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL, 
BY GEORGE REBER, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00. 


Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and creeds which antedated the’ 


formation of the Ohristian church. 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting. 


BY A. R. COOPER. 
12mo, 48 pp ; paper. 20 cte. ; flexible eloth, 86 cts, 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 


BY M. SOHLESINGER, PH.D., 


Rabbi of the Congregation Anshe Emeth, Al- 
bany, N. Y. . 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 76 cents. 


THE 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 
A Summary of the r ig Against Chris- 


This is a very valuable and concise Work. and 
atates in plain and unmistakable language the 
reasons why Ohristianity is afallure. Price, 60 
cents. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 


OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents, 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


Wuh Papers on the Theological Amendment 
and the State Personality Idea. 


BY JOSEPH XE. PECK. 


Paper, 12mo, 63 pages. Price, 25 cents. 
MARY E. TELLOTSON’S WORKS, 
and Transition, A poem of 
aes pages, comprising Illustrated Life 
and Arguments for the Close of the Nineteenth 
Century. Price. $1 00. . 

Progress vs, Fashion. An essay of 
31 pages, on the sanitary and social influence 
of woman’s costume. Price, 10 cents. 

Woman's Way Out. Opinions of em- 
juent and earnest tninkers on the effects of 


Women's fashionable dress. 32 pages. Price, 
] ess D. M. BENNETT. 
woma "Adress Poe ork. 


498 


‘The Gods and Religions 
. of Ancient and Modern 


Times. 
In Two Large Octavo Volumes 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 


Volume I. treats principally on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume II. givs afull 
description of the Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. An interesting and instruc- 
tiv work. Incloth, $3 per vol, the two vol- 
umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges, $4 per 
vol., or $7 for the two volumes. In Morocéo 
and Gilt Edges, $4.50 per voL, or $8 for the 
two volumes. Sent free of postage. 


| LECTURES OF 


/R.G.INGERSOLL. 


| THE PEOPLE'S EDITION: 


| Paper Covers. 


| Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 


| Lectures.” 


OoNTENT8.—'"The Goda,” "Humboldt," “Phos; 


aine,” "Indivjduality,? "' 
| osios,” Price, 50 ality.’ “Heretics and Hors 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 


5 other Lectures.” 
ONTENTS.—" The Ghosts,” " erty of Mang 
Woman, and Child,” “ Declaration of Independe 
ence,".'* Farming in Illinois,” '" Speech at Cine 
cinnati,” "The Past Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream.” Price 50 cents. 
Hoth volumes bound in one, price, $1.00, 

hotographs of Mr, Ingersoll, by Sarony, the 

pun artist of New York, at the following 


Jmperiat, or lange size... essee 40 conta 
Photo, or COG Sig... c esses 90 cents 
Life-size lithograph, 93x91... ... 50 cent 
Postage paid. 


Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25, 


Address D. M. BENNETT. 
141 Highth 8t.. New York, 


THE 
JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
PROF. W. FI. JAMIESON, 


Of Chicago, Ill., and Minnesota, and the 
REV. JACOB DITZLER, D.D,, 


Ot Kentueky. 


Held in Kirksville, Mo., during nine evenings 
—May 20-29, 1870. Synopsis report—ofiicial. 
This book gf 220 pages givs an Interesting pres« 
entation of the theological questions which 
divide Ohristiuns - and:-Liberals, e. Rev. 
Di'zler Is regarded as an able defender of his 
favorit Ohrieiian doctrins, but it will undoubt- 
edly be adm !tted by the reader that Prof, W. F 
Jamieson fully met all he had to offer. Obris- 
tian readers will take more kindly to à work of 
this kind, giving both sides an equally fair 
chance. than to books on our side only. 
qtio dn paper covers 50 cents; well bound, 

cents 


WORKINGMEN, READ! 
ALLEGORY. 


UNCLE SAM AND AMERICUS, 


A DIALOG ON 


LAND, LABOR, AND REFORM, 
By F. E. BOYD. 


Outlines of a plan for a new American na- 
tional land and labor co-oberativ system, by 
which land and comfortable bomes may be 80e 
cured to the poorest classes of every race, with- 
out money or price, with the educational and 
social advantages of modern civilization. De- 
signed to ameliorate the condition of the strug~ 
gling masses; to equaliza population; to pre- 
vent vice, crime, and pauperism; to prevent 
the recurrence of industrial crises and feuds, 
labor riots, and popular insurrections; to ter- 
minate Indian wars; to avoid or do away with 
an oligarchy of landlords and capltalists; and 
to preserve or restore the liberiies ofthe people 
and the rights of 8gf-government by bringing 
immediately togethor the two great eloments of 
universal progress, land and labor. 

‘The land shall not be sold forever; for the 
land is mina; for ye are strangers and sojourn- 
ers with me” (L-v. XXY., 23). 

* Moreover. the profit of the earth is forall” 


(Ecclesiastes v, 9) i 
Sold at this office, 


Price 10 ceuta. 
AN OUTLINE 


OF THE 
FRENGH REVOLUTION, 
ITS CAUSES AND 


RESULTS. 


BY W. S. BELL. 


There is probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or moreimportant than 
the French Revolution in the Jast century, and 
Mr. Bell has traced it ably and in an interestin 
manner. Every one who reads it will be pleas 
with it. Price. 25 cents. Send to this office. 


SAMSON ; 
A Myth-Storv of the Sun, 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ae- 
cording to the Holy Men 


of Old. 


Tke author of these works finds the Bible 
largely mythical in its character. He presents 
us a number of copies to be disposed of in the 
interest of Tux TRUTH SEEKER. All who pur- 
chase will therefore aid THE TBUTH BEEKEB to 
fhe amount of their purchase, oe add to tka 

ennett fund as they may choo 

Samson, 20 cents: Gospel (f the Kinedomy 


2 volg 820b, 80 cents, 


809 


Gems of Thought. 


a WISE man proportions his belief to the evi- 
dence.—Hume, 


REASONING presupposes the trustworthiness 
of reason.— Parker. 


THE simple believeth every word, but the 
prudent man looketh well to his going.—Zrov. 
viv. 15, 


Iran offense come outof the truth, better it is 
that the offense come than that the truth be con- 
cealed.—Jerome, 


He that takes away reason to make way for 
revelation puts outthe light of both and does 
much-what thesame, as if he would persuade a 
man to put out his eyes, the better to receive the 
remote light of an invisible star by a telescope, 
—John Locke. 


Ir. after a deliberate and impartial use of our 
best faculties, a professed revelation seems to 
us plainly to disagree with itself or to clash 
with great principles which we cannot question. 
we ought not to hesitate to withhold from it 
our bellef.—Dr. Ohanning. 


A MISTAEX is not the less 80, and will never 
grow into a truth, because we hav believed it 
a long time, though perhaps it be the harder 
to part with; and an error is not the less dan- 
gerous nor the less contrary to truth because it 
is cried up and held in veneration by any party, 
— Locke. 


TEHEGhurch may flourish for a time in genti 
ment, its pewa may be fliled by its deftly adver- 
tised social entertainments, but only the power 
of thought can save it as a dominant instrumen- 
tality toward the higher civilization of thecom- 
ing century. The final test of its success 18 not 
numbers, but the awakening of truer thinking 
and the inspiring of nobler character.—W. J. 
Potter. 


A MAN that is of judgment and understanding 
shall sometimes hear ignorant men differ. and 
know well within himself that those which 80 
differ mean one thing, and yet they themselves 
would never agree. And if it come soto pass in 
that distance of judgment which is between man 
and man, shall we not think that God above that 
knows the heart doth discern that frail men, in 
some of their contradictions. intend the same 
thing. and aecopteth of both.—Bacon’s Essays. 


Ir is not glven to those who do not prize 
straightforwardness for its own sake to per- 
ceive thatitis the wisest course. The maxim 
that “honestyis the bast policy” is one which 
perhaps no one is habitually guided by in 
practice, An honest man is always before it, 
and a knave is generally behind it. He does 
not find out till too late 

What a tangled web we weave 
When first we practice to deceive, 
—Archbishop Whately. 


Tux Reformers were at first nearly as much 
disposed as their opponents to force their own 
interpretations of scripture on every one. and 
to callin the magistrate to suppress heresy by 
force, But not being able to agree among them- 
pelvs whose interpretation of scripture should 
be received as authoritativ. and who should be 
entrusted with the sword that was to extirpate 
heresy,compromises and mutual concessions 
gradually led more and more to the practical 
adoption of principles whose theoretical truth 
and justice is even vet not universally perceived. 
—Archbishop Whately. 


THERE is no one of us but ought to engage in 
the important work of self-reformation. And 
according to the well-known proverb, '' If each 
man would sweep before his own door, we 
should hava clean street.” Some may hav more 
&nd some less of dust and oiher nuisances to 
BWeep away ; some of one kind and some of 
another. But those who hav the least to do hav 
something to do; and they should feel it an en- 
couragement to do it that they can £0 easily 
remedy the beginnings of small evils before they 
hav accumulated into agreat one. Begin re- 
forming, therefore, at once; proceed in re- 
forming steadily and cautiously. and go on 
reforming for ever.—Archbishop Whately. 


THE great truth has finally gone forth to all 
theends of the earth that man shall no more 
render account to man for his belief. over which 
he himself has no control. Henesforth nothing 
shall prevail upon us to praise or to blame any- 
one for that which he can no more change than 
he can change the hue of his skin or the hight 
of his stature. Henceforward, treating with 
entire respect those who conscientiously differ 
from ourselves the only practical effect of the 
difference will be to make us enlighten the 
ignorant on the one side or the other from 
which it springs, by Instructing them, if it be 
theirs ; ourselvs if it be our own, to the end 
that the only kind of unanimity may be pro- 
duced which is desirable among rational beings 
~the agreement proceeding from full convic- 
lion after the freest discussion.—Brougham. 


Maks home just as much of a paradise as you 
ean. If too poor to buy costly knicknacks or 
expensiv furniture, frst make the place sweet 
and clean, and then glad and gay with fiowers 
and vines. Fillall the air with pleasant words, 
cheerful smiles, and good deeds, and you will 
make it worthy to be called by a name. which 1s 
second to none save that of love itself,“ Home, 
sweet Home,” Economize so that you may hav 
enough to use, enough to enjoy, and enough to 
make sunny, glad, and bright your life, the life 
of those dependent upon you for happiness, and 
as many more of earth’s inhabitants as you 
ean. 

"Then pleasant as the morning light, 
In peace shall pass your days, 
And heart-&pproving radiant joy 
Tiluminate your ways,” —Slenker, 


Odds and Ends. 


Leap astray—Bullets in battle. 
TE pay school isthe place of hire education. 


A BOIL in the kettle is worth two cn your 
nose, 


Tag wind has color. for havn’t we heard of 
the dark blew? 


ONE man can kill another, but it takes twelve 
men to make a murder of it. 


Coan is so black that it is wonderful how a 
dealer can make a ton 80 light. : 


Iris now thought that if ever the North Pole 
is reached it will be by baloonatics. 


Never jump at conclusions. It’s as bad as 
jumping out of bed and landiug on the little end 
ofa tack. 


In the first transports of delight, the happy 
father rushed into the room, exclaiming: "I've 
gotason! It’s a boy!” 


ALoNzo wants to know “if it hurts a man to 
be called a liar?" No. Alonzo, no. It is more 
likely to hurt the other man. 


AN editor out West was in prison for libeling 
a justice of the peace, and when he departed 
the jailer asked him to giv the prison a puff. 


A PHILADELPHIA man who detested a plece of 
bark in his sausage visited the butcher’s shop 
to know what Had become of the rest of the 
dog. 


A argu in Roekford, Mə.. had her corset torn 
from her by a stroke of lightning, but received 
no injury herself. The young man, however, 
was killed. 


A WELL-COOEKED breakfast will do more to- 
ward preserving peace in the family than wlll 
seven mottoes on the wall, even though they be 
framed inthe most elaborate gilt moldings. 


"Miss Brown. I’ve been to learn how to tell | p 


fortunes," said a young fellow to a brisk bru- 
nett, ‘Just let me hav your hand now, if you 
please.” ''La, Mr, White. how sudden you are! 
Well, go and ask pa!” f 


Tere is already in existence a "Society for 
the Preservation of the Irish Language.” 
Might we suggest the speedy formation of an- 
other “society ”—for the preservation of the 
Irish landlord.—Punch. 


Two young mothers talked of. the future of 
their babies, several weeks old. “I,” said one 
of the mothers. “cannot decide what to make 
of my son.” “ Oh, I.” said the other, will make 
mine an author—very celebrated.” 


JuDGE: “t How comes it that you dared break 
into this gentleman’s house in the dead of 
night?” Prisoner: '' Why. judge, the other time 
you reproached me for stealing in broad day. 
Am I not to be allowed to work at all,” 


A FEW years since, at the celebration of our 
national anniversary, & poor pedler who was 
present, being called upon for a toast, offered 
the following: '' Here is a health to poverty; it 
sticks to a man when all bis friends forseke 
him." 


Appropes to the discussion of sense-percep- 


tion: 
The pharynx now goes up; 


The larynx with a slam 
Ejects a note 
From out the throat, 
Pushed by the diaphragm. 


GovERNOoR to Small Boy; " Ben, I shall keep 
you in if you don't learn your lessons to-mor- 
row; I’m going to turn over a new leaf with 
you.” 

Small Boy: " You can't turn over a new leaf; 
its tear'd out.’ 


AN innocent youth from the public school 
brings his bleeding knuckles to his mether, 
asking for her sympathy. ''How were they 
damaged?" asked the lady. '' Ob, only against 
the other fellow’s cheek-kone." “Poor fellow; 
how is his cheek-bone?” The scholar retires 
in indignation at the glaring absurdities of the 
female logic. 


Tuy were very fond of each other,and hid 
been engaged, but they quarreled. and were 
too proud to make it up. 

He called a lew days ago at her father's 
house to see the old gentleman—on business, 
of course, She was at the door, 

Said he: " Ah. Miss Blank, I believe; is your 
father in?” | 

“No, sir,” she replied. “pa is not in at 
present. Did you wish to see him personally?” 

" Yes,’ was the bluff response, feeling that 
she was ylelding, "on very particular busi- 
nese,” and he turned proudly to go away. 

“TI beg your pardon,” as he struck the lower 
step; “who shall I say called?” 

He never smiled again. 


THE WILLIAM GOAT. 


Mary hada William goat. 
And he was black as jet; 

He followed Mary 'round all day, 
And liked her! you just bet! 


He went with her to school one day, 
The teacher kicked him out; 

It made the children grin, you know, 
To hav the goat about. 


But though old Whackem kicked him out, 
Ye: still he lingered near; 

He waited just outside the door 
“Till Whackem did appear. 


Then William want to meet the man— 
He ran his level best; 

And met him just behind you know. 
And just below the vest, 


Old Whackem turned a somersault; 
The goat stood on his head, 

And Mary laughed herself so sick 
She had to go to ped, 


The Trath Seeker, December 11, 1889. 


Freethinkers’ Badge Pin. 


Single badge. $1.50; club of one- 
M half dczen, to one address, $8.40; 
club of one dozen or more, to one 


free for a club ef 15; two free for a 
WAY club of 25, Badges of solid gold. 
Paekages registered and postage 
paid. Remit by post-office order 
or registered letter, and mention this raper. 

. B.—The above are net prices without dis- 
count or variation. 

Address the originator and patentee, 


LUOY L. OHURCHILL, 
West Richfield, Summit Oo. Ohio. 


HON. ELIZUR WRIGHT, 


Of Boston. Massachusetts, writes: "I should be 
happy to pay for and wear on all suitable occa- 
sions the beautiful badge you hav designed to 
distinguish the friends and advocates of liberty 


from the slaves of a false theology. ‘Universal | h 


Menta: Liberty’ is not a creed to be ashamed 
gi whether hristian theology be true or 
alse,” 

Again he writes: “ On my recent return from 
the West I found your letter and beautiful 
badge waiting for me. I am quite delighted 
with it, and could. not ask for anything batter. 
I fully agree with you as to its utility and im- 
portance, as well as its beauty. It is not ob- 
trusiv or ostentatious, but unique, attractiv, 
and comprehensivly Liberal, This round. ter- 
raqueous globe.so motherly and grand to us, 
though such a tiny. white, blue, and green 
speck among the immensity of worlds. ought 
to be unspeakably dear to every man, woman, 
and child of us, We should be proud, every one 
of us, to beautify it and wear its image in pure 
gold on our bosoms. This sign, that we em- 
brace the whole of itin our hearts. and mean 
to do our best to make it a heaven, is the sign 
to conquer under.” . 


H. L. GREEN, 


Of Salamanca. New York, writes: "lam much 
pleased with your ' Freethinkers' Badge Pin,’ 
It is asplendid design. and every Freethinker 
and every member of the Liberal League 
should hay cne and wear it ' to be seen of men,’ 
and women, too, and thus ‘let their light shine.’ 
Send me one as 8^on as they are completed.” 

After he recelved a badge. he writes: " Your 
&dge Pin received, and I am much pleased 
with it. Iam confident you will hav a large 
sale. Ihope so, at least, for it is just what the 
Liberal public need. We want something by 
which we can recognizs each other, and I can 
think of nothing better than your gold pin. 
The design is admirable. If I were a Spiritu- 
alist, I should say you were under the spirit 
control of Thomas Paine when you designed 


JAMES PARTON, 


Ot Newburyport, Mass., writes: “ Your idea of 
an external and visibie sign for the friends of 
mental liberty to exhibit to one another on 
their persons, seems to me very good. In 
union there is strength, . In union there is also 
conscious strength; 4. e, courage. A quiet, 
pretty badge, such a8 yOu propose, can Cer- 
tainly do no harm. Ishould liketo wear one. 
But it must be pleasing, for part of our mission 
hereis to promote beauty everywhere and in 
all things. To make the world beautiful are 
the vast results of liberty. We must do nothing 
ugly, think, nothing ugly, feel nothing ugly, 
wear nothing ugly.” 

Later he writes: “I hav received the beauti- 
ful badge,” 

ELMINA D. SLENKER, à 


Of Snowville, Va.. writes: " My little box with 
its precious contents received. I highly ap- 
prove of a badge. I used to wish years and 
pue ago that Liberals would wear some token 

y which they could recognize each other, and 
no prettier one could be wished for than thine. 
Good Templars and Masons are displaying 
their badges all around Snowville, and now it 
will be honored.graced.and blessed by one badge 
for U. M. L., a better, grander, and nobler motto 
than is displayed by any other on earth.” 


LUCY N. COLMAN, 


Of Syracuse, N. Y.. writes: “It has been the 
habit of almost ail peoples from the earliest 
times downto the present, to speak in symbols. 
Your badge is beautiful and expressiv; signifi- 
eant in all its suggestions. Ishall be very glad to 
wear it, and, by wearing, be recognized as an 
acknowledged Freethinker, Once the cross 


seemed to me beautiful; bus it speaks of servi- | bi 


tude and persecution, Let us abolish it forthe 
symbol of freedom and knowledge." 


MARY E. TILLOTSON, 


Of Vineland, N. J., writes: ‘ The little treasure 
which will serve as introduction, presentation, 
keepsake, and badge, is all safe in hands that 
will try to make it avail much to you, as well as 
the cause. I am pleased to find your Badge Pin 
aDproved, and would gladly see the symbol of 
pDrogressiv truth on every breast till triumphant 
liberty unites its scientific leaves so firmly 
around the planet ihat error, blind, and evil, 
oven eyed will fee! their tall and seek to rise by 
reason's light and lovos subliming power. 
Since humanity is imitativ and needs example 
above precept, the living out of goodness is the 
porent teaching while a sign that hails the 
passing eye and prompts the incipient thought 
is near kindred to them both, like the banner 
on the tower, to the wall and sentinel, Let men 
having already the costume badge of physical 
Capacity for what freedom claims, pin it with 
the eiga of mental liberty. Let women assume 
such badge as soon as possible, rend their 
chains and east off thelr silken clogs, regard- 
1-88 of scandal, which is but the contemptible 
lash of sham popularity, I hav gained the 
costume badge of individual might, and am 
pleased to crown it with the sign of integral 


liberty.” 
E. C. WALKER, 


Ot Norway, Iowa, writes: " After following me 
over a good part of the state,the beauticul badges 
finally overtook me here. Every whole- 
souled Secularist should wear one of these 
most appropriate embiems, I felicitate you 
upon the good taste and skill displayed in the 
design and finish of these badges, May you 
seliihousands of them is the sincere Wish of 
your radical friend.” 


J, T. HOUGHEY, 


Of Paola, Kan., writes: ''Itis the article every 
Liberal snouid hav, andif I can assist you in 
its sale I wiil do so gladiy,” 


CHRISTIANITY 
FROM A 
Scientific and Mistorical Aspect, 
BY W.N. McLAREN, 
Attorney at Law. 


A pamphlet of 141 pp. Pzice, $1.00, 
the author at Kansas Olty, Mo, des 


| MANHATTAN MEDI CAL INSTITUTE, 


Established 1865. Incorporated in accordance 
| with the laws of the state of New York. This 
institute. so long and favorably known under 
the superintendence of Dr. Kinget since 1865, is 
located at 317 East 14th street, a few doors east 
from Second avenue, New York. Having been 
i engaged in the special practice of tresting 
chronic diseases for over thirty years. Dr, Kin- 
“get is able to. concentrate his long experience 
,for the benefit of his patiente. many of whom 
| are located in every state of the Union, the Do- 
-minion of Oanada, and the British Isles. Dr. 
Kinget,.a graduate of King’s OoJlege, London, 
England. is the author of '" Medical Good 
Sense,” ‘ ‘Sexual Philosophy," "The Natural 
Law of Ponulation,” and is editor of the Health. 
Journal. This Institute is conducted by a stafi 
of experienced skilful physicians who devote: 
their whole tims and attention to the treamenti 
of all OHRONIO DISHASES of BOTH SEXES in. 
separate departments. The Institute is welk 
known to many leading physicians, to whom 
reference can be made, who will giv sssnrance 
that all patients will be treated skilfully and 
onorably.. Among other diseases of a chronic 
nature, special attention is given here to those 
of the nervous system.as Seminal Weakness, 
Nervous Exhaustion, Impotency, Epilepsy, 
Diseases of the Bladder. Lungs, Kidneys, and 
Skin. Syphilitic and Serotulous diseases, and 
all Diseases of Women. Questions for invallds 
sent free on application. Address T, R. KIN- 
GET, M, D., 317 E, 14 h £t., New York. $mb0 


. Correspondence Wanted. 


A gentleman with a good home wishes to eor- 
respond with ladies forty or fifty years of age. 
Object. to find à life partner. Materlalistic 
views preferred, BAM'L DMAN 

im6o0 . Campbell! Hill, Ml, 


SINGLE AND MARRIED MEN 
: Should read the prelude to . 


MEDICAL GOOD SENSE, 


A gelentifie treatis on sexual and other dis- 
eases, showing the true nature and best me'h- 
ods of treatment derived from a successful 
practica of thirty-fve years. Prico, 10 cents. 


Holiday Presents Given Away! 


The Freethinkers’ Bedge Pln for three sub- 
scribers, or Complete Lilustrated Works of All 
the Poets, gold binding and gold edges (postage 
on book, 10 cents), for two subscribers to. 


DR. KINGET'S HEALTH JOURNAL, 


At 50cents per annum. Also Illustrated Dic- 
tionary. or Burns’ Libere] Song Book, for one 
subscriber, SAMPLE FREE. 
CENTRAL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
4'50 317 East 14*h street, New York. 


New and Important Work, entitled 


OUTLINES OF PHRENOLOGY, - 


BY F, E. ASPINWALL, M.D., 
Graduate of the Hygeio- Therapeutic College 
and the New York Phrenological 


Institute. 

This work is Intended hoth as a chart for tho 
use of phrenologists and a text-book for pu 
dents of phrenology. As a chart it will be 
found fuller and more complete than any other 
work of its size on this subject. It contains in 
addition to the " Table of Developments,” one 
of “Adaptation to Different Pursuits.’ and one 
of ‘Conjugal Adaptation.” These tables being 
perfeetly easy to understand, are calculated to 
render the work at once both interesting ang 
useful, e werk contains also full and clear 
descriptions of the temperaments, the nutritive 
functions, health, ete.. and all the faculties an 
powers of the mind in seven different degrees 
of development, along with excellent rules for 
heakh and self-improvement. Its explanation 
of the principles of phrenology, ete., and itg 
other important remarks will be found welk 
adapted to the needs of students and others 
who may desire to acquire an elementary knowi- 
edge of phrenolegy with as little outlay of time 
and labor as possible. In short, thiswork will 
be found well adapted to the needs of both stu- 
dents and phrenological examiners, 

The work containg 105 pages, With an excellent 
map of the head, showing the Jocations of all 
the faculjies, and is handsomely printed and 

ound. Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth. 75 cents, 

dress D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t., N. Y. 


Mrs. Besant's Tracts. 
Prices Reduced. 
PRIOR., 


Natural Religion vs. Revealed 
Religion, 5 
The Fruits ot Christianity, 5 
Constructiv Rationalism, 5 
On Eternal Torture, 5 
{On Prayer, 5 
5 

5 

5 


The True Basis of Morality, 

The Gospel of Christianity and the 
Gospel of Freethought, 

Is the Bible Indictable? 


ALSO 
The Law of Population; Its 
Consequences and its Bearings 
Upon Human Conduct and Morals, 40 
Marriage; As it Was, As it I3, and 
As it Should Be, 40 
The last two contain a fine steel-plate 
engraving of Mrs. Besant. 
There is no clearer, better writer in 
the English language. 


IN ADDITION, 


The Church and Education, 5 
On the Religious Education 


of Children, 5 
Government. “An Essay. By 
Charles Moran. l 10 


Sold at this office. 
; THE 


OLERGYMAN'S VICTIMS. 


A Radical Romance. 
MRS. J. E. BALL. 


This pamphlet of over 100 pages iasa pleasin 
animated, domestic story, presenting Libera 
thought in an agreeable manner, and will be 
read by thousands where heavier, drier, and 
more philosophical and metaphysical wor 
are not preferred. It is & good story to lem 


Ohristian neighbors to read. Price. %5 canta, 


| 
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"Notes amb Clippings. 


TA supa for 160 boys is a0on to be added to 
Girard Oollege.. : 


Pref, Anm, of Leipsic, who has been de: 
i btiha: himself for ‘sothe tim’ to the stüdy of 

oethe's life and writings,.has discovered : E 
hitherto, unknown work of the poet, a.” Bing- 
spiel” in próse;' which: will soon be published in 
proper form.: ^d 


THE fev, Ë. W. TFiüdgér, of St ‘Paul, says that 


‘n clerical training totally unfits aiman for mer- 
‘Bantil pürsü'ts.. (he reverend gentlémat 
-combined storekeeping with preaching, a 
before three months had lapsed he had forged 
E note for $1, 500, 


s Tin: Ray. Henry Morgan, the Talmage of Bos- 
fobo preached æ series of sermons entitled 

ogton Inside and Out,” add they were afters 
“Ward: ‘publighed in “a booki. His + edretary now 
*büeà to? royalty, claiming that he Whote: alt the 
:germons, and Morgan none, 


Tux vreliminary agreement between Russia 
: and the Vatican provides for the equality of ‘he 
De ma Polish languages in religious 

aóhin r free communication between Po- 
i Dale ig aud the Pov’, and forse retidval |. 
ee) ali civi] disabilities on converts to Romanista. 


` iue Rev Mr, Dobson, of Muncie, İnd; was a 
oobis but now says thai Univ: rgaligin is 
~-otily a pretext for Atheism; and that it is late~ 
? ing In, Obristiqnity. ‘Therefore he jeaves his 
old faith and becomes a O^ngregationalist, He 
. seems to hav: found there is after all virtue ina 
* belief: l&hell: 


` "MoRrARTY, who had been assaulted by Mr. 
' Schmidt; appeared against him. 1n a San Fran- 
iceldgeo police court. "Did he hav a provocation 
_to.strike. you?" the justice asked. "He may 
' Rav had something of the kind concayled anout 
` Kia pertson, but it Was a brick he struck me 
< me "replied Moriarty.. . 


x ^x Yon and Wisconsin produce the greater 

! ^ dat of the Limburger cheese manufactured in 
this; country, which amounts to thousands of 
. tona, It costs less than half thé orice of the im- 
. ported article, dnd is more profitable than any 
` other’ ‘chees6, because more weight is obtained 
froma given quantity of milk, and better prices 
" dre realized, ; a 


U. N; ARNOTT, gn: old member of the West Yir- 


that had managed to get in thé heaviest loads, 
were incapable of motion.” 


BIB JoHN Lusnock. has made & discovery 
Which may turn out of some importance to our 
Western farmers. In the neighborhood of the 
site ot aiicient Troy Sir John has come across 
a beetle whose mission it seems to be to destroy. 
locusts by consuming their eggs, Even before 
they arrive at the dignity of full grown beetles. 
while in the grub etage of their development, 
they begin their attack on the unlidtchad young 
of the “ winged destroyer.” "The voracity of the 
Lubbock beetle is said to be ex'raordinary,and 
some.ef them seemto be able to destroy the 
whole crop of" hoppers,” and they hav actually’ 
done so in certain parts of Abla Minor this sea- 
gôt ‘ 


THE Marriot Aeroplane domnii be fiatieat- 


ing the Airis a San Francisco concern. ‘ine | this after a While failed to yield: him a living. 


projector of the enterprise assures the steek- 
holders that: ‘‘ matters are 80 far along that» 
few Weeks more. will see a machine In practical 
operat: ion,” and in the medn time he keens up 
thelr Courdige with such verses as thie: . 
Now bigh: fow low, away 1 go; 
A twist of wrist will litt. niet 
| The steerer's hand has full command , 
In any waytoshiftme, ' 
I want no sails, or costly rails, 
Or land appropriation; 
: "Ks. track runs through the ether. blue. i 
That’s tree td every nation. U 


Sun spots that dan be seen by the dudisteted 
eye arerare, Such a spot.is now visible a Title 
to the right of and below the center of thé sun’s 
disk By protedtiiig the bye With a pleve. of 
smoked or colored glass the spot may ba seen 
like a black. speck on the smooth yellow sur- 
{face, An opera glass magnifying three or four 
times makes the apòt conspicuous: A telescope 
shows it to be composed of two huge spots; euch 
many thousand miles in extent, and surround- 
ed by à vast shadowy border, or penumbra. A 
notion may. be formed of the tremendous. 
forces that are at work upon the sun when it is 
recollected that the earth could probably be 
droppéd inte either-of the huge chasms that 
this spot contains, Yet such holes in thesun 
are otten formed or closed up ina few days, or’ 
even a few hous. 


A rovt and a parting of lips as they touch, 
That's, a kiss in the abstract. It does’ not 
seem much; 
But where is the language can rightly express, 
it? : 
What letters can sound it to help you to guess 


. ginia Legislature, and once its President, while | 
_ on his way home from q religious meeting ona 


"ark night;took a path along an overhanging 
: oHifjtrusting to his familiarity with the ground 
for safety, but a misstep sent him down the 
precipice, and his neck was broken. If he had 
not gone to a religious meeting he would hav 
been alive to-day. ` 


Tae Jesuits banished from France aré said 
to be taking over to Jersey over 18,000,000 francs, 
to be laid out in the purchase of property there, 
‘as well as 3,000,000 francs to Malta for the pur- 
` pose of founding a college, while the Inhabit- 
. ants ot" Poitiers, complain that their town will 


"Joe 10,000,000 francs: by-the sbutting up of the 


college. 'Whatan amount of filthy lacre these 


:., pious heaven-lovers succeed in accumulating. 


- ay Rey. Lewis Barber was the most popular 
negro preacher in, Georgia. He had a circuit of 
. four, congregations, with a membership of 
. about 3.000 persons, over whom his sway was 


E absolute” “in both temporal and spiritual affairs.. 


He died several months ago. Over the pulpit 
‘of his: church: in, Lee. county an ¢ fiigy of cloth 
and straw. blackened with charcoal, has been 
"placedto represént the dead pastor. This rude 
image ` dg regarded with awe by the negroes, 
“some ‘of “whom are suid to bow before icin wor- 


-Bülp,.- gs. dy oae 
<0 Tat total abstainers’ argument, that o even athe 


What simile suggest, or what fancy reveal, : 


The mysterious bliss it can cause you to feel ey 


Here nature assuredly wona diploma 
. For fragrance of flavor and perfect aroma; 
À kiss is electrical—comes with a start 
"Thattingies a delicate shock to the heart, 
And one the eyes twinkling with rapturous de- 
light, 
Like stars in the sky ofa ‘clear frosty night, 
When ’tis over the ecstacy clings to you yet; 
"Tis a joy to remember and never forget. 
All pleasure condensed inan instant of bliss 
€ partly describe what's contained in a 
BS. 


. THE book called '' Scotch Sermohs” has made 
‘a wonderful stir in the Established church of 
Scotland, It is charged that they contain de- 
niàls of no less than twelve of the leading doc- 
trins set forth in the Presbyterian Confession of 
Faith. They question the authority of some 
parts of the gospels, and throw doubt on the 
authenticity of several of the miracles as re- 
corded. An attempt to bring the writer to eccle- 
siastical justice has been made in Presbytery, 
but has not as yet been a success, the Presby- 
tery being largely tinctured with the same al- 
leged-heterodoxy. The matter will be carried 
to Synod and to General-Assembly. There is a 
prospect of quite as lively a controversy over 
this sermon book as‘that which has almost rent |. 
the Frea church of Scotland in tae Robertson 


] New York, Saturday, December 18, 1880. E 


`] his exertions 


‘ous and $üoccessful gambler :in America, and 
afterward. known: ss. an. exposer of gamblers. 


tricks, is ow.aged and poverty stricken in f 


Philadelphia; From 18st to 1842, hé won money. 
right and left, not only from amatuers, but 
heavily from professional playérs, On one oe. 
casion he took $86 000 from & party ‘Of card 
sharers in three days, He was Wwotiderfully 
skilful in handling cards, and invented severa' 
Of fhe switidling: devices: still used by faro 
dealers; At length he renounced bis-evil ways, 
‘restored a great deal of money to men whom 
he had robbed, aud spent the rest of his fortune 
in the advocacy of lAaws'ngainst gambling. The. 
statutes on the subjact in Pennsylvania. Mary 
land, and Ohio ware largely passed through 
In lectures and books. he de 
scribed the means by which be had won,but 


His famil} ave how eupported by charity, .. 


THE Bpread-the-Light club, an dssoctation 
recently formed in Brooklyn for the purpoåë! f 
d fthalyg. knowledge on social and sclevtifie 
subjects af@ne the masses, held its inftiatory 
meeting :ecently tit the elub’a hali in Fulton 
street. ‘Phere was a large: atteudance. mostly | 
of worklügrien; Mt. Henry G-orge, of Qali- 
fornia, delivered aii addrese, The name af the 
club, he said, embodied thé great duy. of the 
hour. Toe miny injustices whioh -prevail 
'| amoti£ hèh werd the ‘truts: ot their own igno- 
-ance; and there could ba no higher duty than | 
td fied the trath and spread the light, Until 
this was doiie {t would ta useless to attemp 
anything, In cova ries where workmen were 
ground down «o & mere pittanda it was impos. 
aibte for a republic toext t, In oüf oW11 couh- 
try the uioBs!rous' inequality ‘between: the 
classes is becoming #reatér every year, The. 
world has never before sedu suoh an a: istoc- 
racy 88 exists in our great railroad magftates 
to-day, They are citizens, but they wieid a 
greater. power than has been’ held by many 
kings, These things confront us to-day, and 
lle directly across the path of the republi¢, . Xt 
is to discuss ‘these questións that the society 


E H. GREENE, once the most iun. 2 


ENOE HALL,141 Sth Bt. 
WEAR TALI, MaL Seh my $8 per Year. 


| Évmnis of the Week. 


Gun, op bas been placed on the retired Met, 
being over 62° ^ ~ 

Five firemen were burnt to death at a Cinoln- 
neti fire on thé 11th. ` 

Tar Britlelti Admiralty hag dssited to abolish 
fogging in the navy. . 

Tim widow of M. Thiers, the ‘French Btatep- 
man, died ox the 11th; 

A finn f coffee dealers in this city failed fòr 
$1,500,000 `a few days ago, 

“A DIRECT B'eàmship line has been established 
between thig port and Bordeaux. 

Tug weatharin this city on the tenth was the 
coldest expéflenced in two years, . . 

News from Ireland indicate tnat that country 
ts hurrying on toward revolution. 

: MATANZAS, Cuba, is making arrangementa-to 
hav op inter national exposilton in February 
next, 

"Tünstenmer Olty ot Richmond brought nearly 
"wo million dollatg in mao}: ‘from Burope on 
‘het last trip, 

‘AN unknown vessel Was Toei ak Pleasant Bay. 
Nova Sco:ia. during a recent gale, and twenty- 
two persons were drowned, 

‘Many ot the Capuchin ‘and other morts! who 
we o exiled from France are setiling in Oanada, 
8o much thie worse for panada, 

SEVENTEEN Obilax transports, carrying nine 
thousand men, are on the way to strengthen the 
army eldwly surrounding Lima. 

AX unskilful New Mexican physician, who 


killed g patient by an overdose of morphine, 
was taken out and hanged by an angry mob, 


"qux Secretary of the Navy, Thompson has 
tendered hig; resignation, having accepted s 
good position in the Panama Canal Company. 


A Carsoxic priest and a Sister hav been in- 


has been organizad. Mankind must mount up | dicted by an Illinois jury for the murder of a 
into the ideas of social justice or follow. the | child of whom it is claimed they were: the 


path that every preceding nation has followed | parents, 


to anaréby and ruin, The time has come, when 


THe World's Fair Committee hav amended 


our civilization must take that move or go] their plans’ and deelded to hav the exbibition 
down.. The speaker spoke strongly in support at Inwood, on'the upper end of Manhattan 
of the. abolition of private property in land, | fsiand, : 


The land question, he averred, was not an 


Irish question, but the fight of the times for the 


regenéraiion of mankind, This was the great 
cause of inequality, : 


law, Mr. Cole married à girl who had been his 


THE Rev. James W. Oole, a Methodist. pastor | 
| of Charlemont, Mass..1»à nice man of God | | still in progr 

His case has been before the public for over.| feated a force o 
‘a year, and has just been tried in a court of city of Uchin, 


A PART of Mansfield. Mo.. was destroyed by 


‘a eyelone;last week. Beveral lives were lost. 


This is the second time Mansfield has suffered 
byacyclone, — ' 


THE war between the Persians and Kurds 1s 
eas. The Persians recently de- 
f 12,000 Kurds and Aentroved the 


NINE-TENTHS of the business part of Pensa- 


frst wife's servant. He had been-accustomed | coja, Fla., was destroyed by fire on the tenth. 
to enforce severe disciplin-in his: family, but | mne joss reaches tr&m one-half to three-quar- 


-bacamé. violent in. her Conduct. He claimed that 


| the new Mrs, Cole rebelled against His rule,and ters of a million dollars. 


Onz hundred lives were lost by an explosion 


she was.at times insane, and find her sent to Eu of coal gas in the Penygraig colliery, in Wales, 


asylum; but the physicians hav since testifie 


that she was rational while there, and she was j On 


the morning of the 10th. The explosion 


goon discharged. . Her mental trouble arosé ‘shook the earth for miles. 


from prégnnucy. 


Rumors that the minister | 


‘A Youna married woman was murdered by 


habitually whipped his wife were circulated in | three negroes in Olarendon county, B. O.. a few 


Charlemont. 


Sie showed a blackened eye, | days ago. The murderers were captured, tried 


which she said her husband had caused with | by Judge Lynch, and promptly hanged to the 
‘his fist. One dey her Cries for help wére heard nearest tree. 


by neighbors, and when they went in they 
found her on her knees, while her husband 
stood over her with a whip in-bis.hand. Her 
shoulders bore the marks of blows, and she de- 
elared that be had frequently beaten her, Coie 
was tried by his’ conference. He admitted tha! 
he had struck his. wife, but pleaded that he: 


Joun KeLLY. who has been virtual dictator of 
this ci'y for some years, and who, it is claimed, 
was the cause of the defeat of Hancock, has 
‘been deposed from his position as Comptroller 


t | by Mayor Cooper, 


A TRAIN with 330 passengers was thrown from 


could Bubdue her in no other way. He said ithe track into a snow drift, on a prairie, near 
that éhe had assaulted him, and by hitting him | New Uim, Iowa, a few days ago. As the ther- 
in his blind eye injured it &o that he‘could not! mometer indicated twenty degrees below zero 
wear a glass substitute, "The conference exon- | there was much suffering from cold. Nobody 
erated him, Encouraged by this success with | wag killed. . 


n ast ili not-drink alcoholia fluids is often : 
ped his own: brethren, he began a suit for damages 


_wmnet by adverse, facts. In Grass Valley, al. all 
e hogs ona ranch went-on àspree. together., : 


: ths. contents of à Wineeask ran out into.a pool, 


and they. found. thd béverage good. The, ac- 
‘count says ;"' Some were frisky and full of play, 
others . belligerent.” ‘and ‘swaggering around 
~ hunting up fights: some ‘maundering' around 
Gah imbedil way, walking in: corkscrew style, 
:Jand tumbling over the least o bstruetion that lay | 
i While | several of tae Iter hogs: - 


Smith discussion. The ultra-orthodox men are 
| alarmed at the spread of heresy, and those who 
iare in sympathy with the newer views tell the 
dltr&-orthodox not tobe alarmed, for even if the 
views promulgated are not exactly in sympathy 
with the. Westminster Confession, they are in 
| accordance with, those set forth’ in the scrip- 
tures. The ‘ultrd: orthodox, on the other hand, 
claim that the Westmins:er Confession and the 
puer are ott  períeat harmony, 


against ihe Greenfield Gazette. which had pub- 
lighed a truthful. account of the affair: I 
course ofthe trial, counsel urged the admission 


‘of cértain testimony because it had been used | o 


th ference. Judge Pitman ruled against| arable land 
ba pena id that we should | starvéd out in westerm Kansas, and are desper- 


:it, and,:sáid.." Heaven forb 


Two thousand persons, four hundred of them 


a the | fully armed and equipped, are on the western 


barder of Kansas, ‘watching a chance to cross 
ver into the Indisn territory and settle on the 
s of Oklahoma. They hav been 


follow th: rules of evidence of ecclesiastical | ate enough to risk an encounter with the troops 


trials.” The verdict was different from the ec« 
gleslastiqht'bn due, too, » wp for the defegdant: 


that are watching them rather-than return to 
their unproduetiv farms to Btarve. 


— ———— 


' ceded in the distance. 
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Letter from Europe.—No. 17. 
RETURN TO LONDON. 


Lonvon, Oct. 26, 1880. 

Drar Reiners : Now that I have performed 
quite a respectable share of :my homeward journey, I 
shall have to detain you much less time with my 
dull descriptions than I have hitherto done. I left 
Naples on Wednesday morning, and the next morn- 
ing was in Turin and on Friday morning in Paris, 
wLere I stopped one day, taking the cars in the 
evening for Dieppe, en route for London, where I 
arrived on Saturday afternoon, the 16th inst, 

It rained at Naples a trifle as we took the train, 
but it lasted only a short time. We had a fine view 
of the suburbs of the town as we left the city behind, 
and as the road makes an extensive circuit in the 
level Campagna of Naples, between two ranges of 
high hills or mountains, for nearly an hour and a half 
I sat and watched Mount Vesuvius as it slowly re- 
As it thus retired from our 
presence I instinctively said: 

“ Good-bye, old Vesuve. I have come a long way 
and at some expense to see you, but I do not be- 
grudge it. You are a grand old fellow—the grand- 
est I have eeen. I have wanted to see you from my 
boyhood days; now I return to my home well satis- 
fied. You have fully met my expectations; you 
have not been overrated; you meet the descriptions 
in the bills; you certainly cannot be ranked among 
the frauds of modern times. Smoke away, if that sort 
of amusement pleases you, and belch fire and flame 
for another hundred thousand years, as you have for 
the hundred thousand of years that are past, but 
don’t be naughty any more and bury unsuspecting 


_ thousands of the sous aud daughters of men as you 


have done in the past. If you cannot be entirely 
civil, be as civil as you can, and at least give timely 
warning before you send your overwhelming floods 
of fire and smoke and a-hes over those who have 
deserved nothing amiss of you. "Though Abraham 
and Moses and Samuel and David aud Solomon and 
Jesus knew nothing of your existence, millions 
have since known you, and millions more will look 
upon your stern, fiery face with awe, and vast num- 
bers will climb your arid steeps and look down with 
an intense sense of your grandeur into your burning, 
belching crater, and hail you as a true son of the 
universe. Good-bye, Vesuve; I will probably never 
look upon you again, but I shall remember you 
until the close of life. Smoke away; belch fire and 
melted rocks and metal when you will, but do as 
little harm as possible, Good-bye, Vesuve ; good- 
bye.’ f 

I bad a fine opportunity in returning to Rome to 
gee in the day-time much of the country which I 
passed over in the night on my way to Naples. For 
fifty or sixty mile8 the railroad passes through val- 
leys, skirted on either side with ranges of mountains 
and hills with conical and sharp peaks, many of 
which looked as though they might once have been 
volcanoes. In places these valieys were five or ten 
miles wide, while in others one or two miles only. 
Many of the older towns are situated on the hills, 
and sometimes almost on the very rocks, where 


' water must be obtained with difficulty. They were 


probably located on these elevations, both as being 
easier of defense from enemies and to escape the 
malaria which in the summer season is the bane of 
the low lands, The valleys are very fertile, while 
ibe hills are rocky and sterile. Many of the more 
modern villages are upon the level ground and in 
close proximity to the railroad. The vine is largely 


cultivated all along, both on the hills and level! places I saw many huts built entirely of straw, six 
p eight inches thick, thatched together in the form 


ground. Wheat is also a prominent. crop in many 
loealiues. The natives were busy in many places 


at gathering the grape crop, and many basket-|the ground, like an old-fashioned hencoop, and 


fuls and small cart loads of the white and purple 
Krapon were seen being conveyed to the wine press. 

early one-half the grapes raised are white, and the 
juice has but little color. Perhaps the white grapes 
are not quite so prolific as the purple, and the white 
wine commands a somewhat higher price, and it has 
& rather more agreeable taste. 

I can hardly speak in the highest terms of Italian 
agriculture, it being, as it seems to me, of a some- 


The Truth Seeker, December 18, 1860. 


cleanly, and attractive appearance. The well. 
painted Américan frame houses, with green window- 
shutters and painted door yard fences, are not seen 
in these Italian villages. ud: edd 

The women of Italy work in the fields the same 
as the men, and I am inclined to think they do fully 
one-half of the out-door work; and the consequenoe 
is they are deeply tanned and sunburnt. They are 
just about as deep in color as our American Indians 
or mnlattoes. In addition to the deepness of color, a 
marked coarseness of features is observable, which 
renders the daughters of Italia less attractive thau 
they otherwise would be. ; 

Around every station several of these tawny dam- 
sels congregate to sell grapes, pears, and other 
refreshments, and it is diffcult to. give them all the 
money they desire. If you pay them twice as much 
as their wares are worth they will hold eut their 
hands for more and deprecatingly exclaim, * O sig- 
nor, O signor /" as though they bad been badly 
cheated. it is amusing also to see how the children 
are brought up to beg, or how inherent it is in their 
very natures. At nearly every station at which we 
stopped, little boys from six to ten years of age 
gathered around the cars and with most piteous 
tones begged for money until the train moved on, 
and even then they would follow so long as their 
legs would enable them to keep up, crying for soldi 
at the top of their voices. A German on the train 
afforded sport to himself and others by throwing out 
copper coins to see the little urchins tumble ever 
each other in a heap in their eagerness to possess 
themselves of the coins so thrown. 

The builJings in the cities of Italy are much þet- 
ter than those of the smaller villages. They are 
of hewn stone, or of rough stone covered with 
stucco and made to closely represent hewn stone. 
The floors of the better buildings, as before observed, 
are marble, mosaic, or a beautiful concrete, while 
the ordinary houses have floors of common stone 
or tile, the cheaper like large flat bricks and the bet- 
ter glazed avd ornamented in a beautiful manner, 
The inner walls of the houses are not unfrequently 
finished with these ornamental tiles. The windows 
invariably open on hinges, like double blinds, open- 
ing in the center. ‘This is the universal style in 
other countries. In this way he has made a princely rope. I think I have not seen a window sash to 
fortune, and has at the same time set a most com- |raiee and lower as ours do in America since I have 
mendable example te his fellow-countrymen, show- | been on this side of the ocean. Perhaps the Euro- 
ing them how to cultivate their land properly, how | pean plan is the best in some respects, for the whole 
to make what was regarded waste and poor land|can be thrown open, whereas if half the sash raises 
productive, and how to find a market in other coun- | or lowers only half the window is really open. 
tries for what can be raised to almost unlimited} The return ride to Rome was a pleasant one, we 
extent in their country. He took a lease of fivejarriving at the Eternal City about the middle of the 
years of many tracts of land, and at a merely nominal|afternoon. After nearly an hour a train was made 
price only, taking them in a very unproductive con- | up for Turin, when we left the city of popes, cardi- 
dition, and returning the same with flourishing |nals, priests, monks, and churches a'most without 
vineyards upon them, or in condition for the highest | end, for the last time. The ride of nearly thirty miles 
cultivation. He also bought cheap lands exten-|across the Campagna, to the coast ic not intensely 
sively, and of course on these made far greater|cheering. The country is too monotonous, and 
profits. He has proved a great friend to the agri- | there are too many proofs visible of the want of good 
cultural interests of Italy. : management of that balf-warte land. Instead of 

This country is justly called the garden of|being divided up into small plantations and farms, 
Europe, and is capable of. growing half the garden | giving homes to hundreds of families, it seems to be 
vegetables which Europe needs. I have seen thou- | in very large tracts and used for pasturing herds of 
sands of acres of vegetable gardens teeming with|cattle. The houses are long distances apart, and do 
luxuriant horticultural crops of all kinds. Among |not look as though occupied by their owners. Much 
the numerous products I noticed many fields of cot-|of the stretch of country has a barren appearance, 
ton, but I thought the crop not so large and luxuriant} and is greatly subject to malarial fever in summer, 
as grows in the rich bottom lands of Mississippi and] Civita Vecchia is the first town of any importance 
others of our Southern states. lam pleased with|reached. It was the ancient seaport of the Roman 
many of the trees grown in Italy, and with none|kingdom and was originally called Centum Cells, 
more so than with a beautiful variety of the acacia, | It has a population of some eight thousand, It is 
which is largely grown for its neat and cleanly|the seat of a card inal-bishop, and has a cathedral, 
appearance and fine form. Its leaves are about the |an old castle, a museum of Etruscan and other an- 
size of the locust, but the tree is much prettier and | tiquities, also a fort designed by Angelo, as well as 
more delicate. The mulberry and chestnut are also|a large convict prison. 
pretty trees. Italy labors under one serious defect,| The country along the coast for many miles is 
‘and that is of fuel. She has but little coal or wood. | tlat, with a succession of swelling hills and wide 
The most of the coal used is imported, and the rail-| plains, desolate and poorly cultivated, with a few 
road trains are propelled, as before observed, by | miserable cabins and here and there a dilapidated 
pressed blocks made of coal dust and pitch or|castle or ruined medieval fortress. Considerable 
a«phaltum. These are some six inches square. | herds of cattle of not remarkably fine quality are the 
Wood is very dear, and is furnished in the cities | principal indication of husbandry to be seen. 
sparingly and at high prices. I have noticed in| The train did not reach Pisa till near midnight, 
places where lime is largely burnt that it is done It had been my lutention to stop there and view the 
with very light twigs or fagots, the trimmings of leaning tower belonging to its cathedral, to climb 
fruit trees tied up in bundles and dried. People in | ite 187 feet in hight and look over its side fourteen 
our country would not think they could burn lime | feet from perpendicular, and see if my great weight 
with such trashy fuel. would make it fall to the ground. I have had a de- 

The dwellings of the Italian peasants are of a|sire to see that leaning tower ever since I was large 
very rude character. In districts where stone ig| enough to lean against my mother’s knee and learn 
abundant they often consist of rough huts of that | about it, but it being in the night, and as it would be 
material, the roof being also of stone. In other| necessary for me to lose over twelve hours, and pos- 
sibly because I felt you imperceptibly drawing me, 
I concluded not to halt for the leaning tower, 
and let all the leaning be toward home. 
remark in passing that it was built as a detached 
tower of the cathedral, and is fifty-two feet in di- 
ameter, and was erected nearly seven hundred years 
ago. Some claim it was built in a leaning position 
to show what architectural skill could do, but it is 
far more probable that the leaning has been pro- 
duced by one side settling in the soft earth more 
malaria and unhealthiness which prevails on the|than the other, the foundation stones on the one side 
‘plaing and lowlands. These towns are often un- | being more crowded into the earth than on the other, 
'aightly places, and present anything but a neat, iand the floors being out of level tg the extent that 


would make Italy produce nearly double what it does 
at present. Much of Italy is covered with very 
rugged, rocky mountains, the upper portion of 
which are barren and not susceptible of cultivation, 
but much of the residue consists of beautiful plains, 
the most lovely gardens in the world. The Italians 
are not so fond of hard labor as many of the north- 
ern nations, and they have not developed their 
beautiful country to the fullest possible extent. 
Their agricultural implements are comparatively 
crude and clumsy. The hoes which they use are 
not light and handy as our people use, but are heavy 
and more like mattocks. Their plows are also much 
inferior to the plows of America. The same re- 
marks will apply to the farm vehicles and every- 
thing used in agriculture. f E 
Improvements are, however, steadily being made, 
not only in the character of the implements nsed 
but in the system of agriculture generally. Much 
of the land of Italy which was formerly unpro- 
ductive is now being made to produce bountifully, 
and large portions of the country which had poor 
or no markets have now learned to send their 
produce to the hungry millions in other portions 
of Europe. This state of things has largely been 
brought about by a very enterprising Italian by 
the name of Francisco Cirio, a native of Pied- 
mont, tbe northwestern province of the country. 
‘He was a peasant by birth, but his enterprise, 
industry, and practical common sense has made him 
a very wealthy man, besides conferring a great good 
upon the country. He began by renting for a term 
of years such neglected and unprofitable lands 
as could be had at alow price, and upon these he 
set out vineyards and raised such vegetables and 
other orops as he could find a market for, and this 
eourse he has pursued from yearto year until he 
has brought hundreds aud thousands of acres under 
most successful cultivation, and has opened markets 
for his produce in almost every northern country of 
Europe. He engages largely in the cultivation of 
garden vegetables, and has hundreds of railroad 
cars for conveying them northward, and has exten- 
sive custom in Germany, France, Russia, and 


of an Irish railroad shanty, with the roof coming to 


without windows, and a hole foradoor. It must 
be a dreary home that such huts afford. 

Many of the Italian towns and viliages are built 
on the tops of knolls and hills, and sometimes on 
ithe bare rocks. This course was doubtless adopted 
as easy of defense, as well as being free from the 
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the tower leans. The stairs and moldings are also 
inclined. This tower is additionally made memo- 
rable because it was here that Galileo made many of 
his: experiments. on falling bodies, and the bronze 
lamp hanging in the nave of the cathedralis gaid 
to have suggested the pendulum to his mind. 

There is not very much in Pisa, except the tower, 
to attract the attention of the tourist gave its rather 
magnificent cathedral ; but cathedrals, like old cas- 
tles and other ruins, after a while lose their nov- 
elty ; when a person has seen two hundred and 
forty-nine of them he does not care very mueh for 
thetwo hundred and fifüeth. So it was not hard 
for me to retain my seat in the train instead of 8top- 
ping for a day or two in Pisa. . The same remarks 
apply to the old town of Leghorn, with its nearly 
one hundred thousand inhabitants. Its cathedral is 
about the only noted feature it boasts. 

Neither did I stop at the old city of Genoa, situ- 
ated on the Gulf of Genoa, aud where Christopher 
Columbus was born. It abounds in palaces and fine 
cathedrals, but they did not offer sufficient induce- 
ment for me to stop over. It was in the latter part 
of the. night when we passed it, but it was not so 
dark but that I could take some note of the pictur- 
esque scenery in its vivinity, among which are grot- 
toes by the water's edge, high cliffs, numerous tun- 
nels, etc. We arrived at Turin at about 5 AM, 
after a rather chilly night. I had intended to stop 
over one day at this model city, but the desire to 
hurry on still possessed me, and I concluded not to 
halt. It is arich, pleasant, and somewhat modern 
city, and a day could be pleasantly passed there, 
though it has no special attractions. 

As we neared the mountains to the north of Turin 
we perceived that. for a circuit of fifty or one hun- 
dred miles they were white with snow. The high- 
est peaks are covered with perpetual snow, being a 
part of the Alpine range; but probably the larger 
share of what we saw was the result of a recent 
storm, and but temporary in duration. The change, 
however, from the mild, genial air of Naples was 
marked. For several miles our road was through a 
beautiful country, teeming with signs of a thrifty 
cultare, the mulberry trees and the vine growing in 
luxuriance, and the mountains in the distance af- 
fording a strong contrast to the plain immediatel 
around. us. In due time we gradually began to 
make the mountain ascent by the side of the river 
Dora, which grew &maller and smaller as we in- 
creased our altitude. and neared its source. The 
grade of the road is not exneseively heavy, but is 
constant; and when the Mount Cenis tunnel is 
reached,.in the course of twenty-five miles, an alti- 
tude of two or three thou:and feet must be gained. 
As we rose higher and higher, the valley through 
which we passed became more and more narrow, 
aod the mountains beside us more rocky and precip- 
itous, Many small villages were passed away up in 
the narrow valley and ravine, where it would seem 
there was hardly soil enough to sustain even a very 
small community ; but the sides of the mountain 
steeps are clad with the vine, much as along the 
Rhine and the approach to the Simplon pass in 
Switzerland. The disposition is evinced to make 
every foot of ground available where the vine will 
grow. ‘Ihe little villages clustered up there among 
the rocks reminded me of the same feature when 

‘crossing the Alps. It seemed singular that mer 
should build villages in such places. Of course they 
‘are humble in character ; the houses are not large 
nor rich, but are the abodes of a frugal, industrious 
people.. The church, with its spire, is never absent 
where fifty houses or more are to be seen, and the 
black-robed priests may be seen gliding around 


_ among the people, who toil to feed and clothe them. 


Yes, few elevations among those mountains are so 
high but that.villages and hamlets are to be seen ; 
few so high but that churches and priests are found 
which the people cheerfully support. Thus it prob- 
ably will be until they have learned a better 
way. ] 
There is much grand and picturesque scenery in 
ascending Mount Cenis. We appreached very near 
to the peaks of the Alps, whose tops were white with 
snow. We could look out the car windows and up 
almost perpendicularly for two or three thousand 
feet, and trace the piles of solid mountains of rock 
all around us. Waterfalls and cascades were fre- 
quently passed, and the rapid' mountain streams 
were rushing to reach the plains miles below. 
'There is a great deal of grandeur and sublimity 
dwelling amid those Alpine ranges. We must have 
passed through more than twenty tunnels, varying 
in length, before we reached Mount Cenis tunnel 
proper. Several times we closed the windows of 
the car to exclude the sulphurous smoke, thinking 
we were passing through the longest tunnel in the 
world, but as often wesoon emerged again into day- 
light, perbaps to find another and another village 
away up there among those mountain peaks. At 
length, however, we reached the main Mount. Cenis 
tunnel, and were twenty-five minutes passing through 


: them, and they let me pass easily. 

It was at this station that I had an interview with 
tbe Right Reverend Lord Bishop of Rochester, of 
England, we being passengers on tha same train. 

| 


tunneling through solid rock cost years of labor and 
millions of francs to accomplish. 

The descent from the altitude we had gained, so 
far as mountain scenery is eoncerned, was much like 
the ascent. High and sharp peaks, lofty cliffs, 
picturesque cascades and waterfalla, were passed in 
considerable numbers, and the same class of moun- 
tain villages were observed, the denizens of which 
seemed to be struggling for an existence, In rising 
to the tunnel the Dora had become a very small 
stream and finally run out altogether, but anon as 
we descended toward the French valleys to the north 
another stream bore us company ; constantly aug- 
menting by the tributaries which constinually flowed 
into it from the mountain sides along the way,in a 
dozen miles it grew to be a large stream. It was 
interesting to note its increasing size, and the beau- 
tiful panorama of small farms, snug villages, and 
picturesque scenery which was spread out before 
us as we rolled past, rapidly passing one view after 
another on our course to the'plains below, 

We soon reached the French frontier, and in the 
mountain village of Modane we again went through 
the formality of having our baggage examined by 
French Custom House oflicers. They are not at 
all rigid in their examination, and like the most of 
the officers of the various governments on the con- 
tinent, wish to throw as few obstructions as possible 
in the way of travelers who visit their countries to 
fsee its sights and disseminate their money among 
their citizens. In this particular they show good 
sense, for it is good policy not to make the ingress 
and egress annoying to strangers. I think my 
satchel has been opened but once or twice for Cus- 
tom House officials to ascertain what I carry, A 
negative answer to their inquiries whether I have 
spirits, tobacco, cigars, perfumery, and jewelry sat- 


He is next in authority to the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury and cossequent!y the second in command in 
the English division of God's great moral vineyard. 
He is a modest, gentlemanly man and does not seem 
to think he stands very much nearer the throne of 
God than some other men and women. We had a 
little conversation together, but it was principally 
about the customs of custom houses, baggage, eto. 
He has been taking an excursion in Italy, the same 
as myself, but I will wager a bushel of wheat against 
a quart of buckwheat that he gets ten times as 
large a salary.as I do, and got rid of four times the. 
amount of money I did while on this trip. There 
is some similarity in the positions occupied by us; 
we are both trying to disseminate our peculiar 
views and to induce our fellow-beings to think as 
we do, but he is sustained by far the greater num- 
ber, and makes it infinitely more remuuerative than 
Ido. 1, however, have the advantage of him in one 
respect: I teach nature’s truths, while he is advocat 
ing the baldest and most senseless superstitions. 
Now as I am leaving sunny Italy, probably for- 
ever, a few parting words will perhaps be in place. 
It is indeed a beautiful land, having a very agree- 
able diversity of mountains and plains ; it possesses 
the most beautiful ciimate in the world, with as 
much sunshine a3 almost any country can boast, and 
as balmy, genial air as any land can claim, with as 
small a proportion of storms and tempests as ary 
country knows. It is largely surrounded by the 
most lovely seas on the globe, and has all the nat- 
ural advantages that any portion of the earth can 
lay claim to. Its history runs far back into antiq- 
uity, and its ancestry was perhaps equal to what 
any country can claim. Brave warriors in almost 
countless numbers were born in that land. "Their 
victorious arms spread over all the known parts of 
the world. In art and literature that land did much 
for the world; in fact, no country has produced 
such a wonderful profusion of statues and paintings. 
In mechanical arts few lands have surpassed Italy. 
In the wealth of poetry and music it has greatly 
abounded. But in spite of all this Italy occupies 
to-day a subordinate position among the most 
enlightened nations of the world. Although the 
old Etruscans and Romans were among the most 
noble ancestry which the world has produced, 
their descendants are to-day toa great extent a race 
of imbeciles, ignoramuses, and beggars. From the 
first country in the world Italy has moved away 
down to nearly the foot of the class. From the 
position of being the bravest nation in the family 
of nations, it has become one of the most puerile and 
pusillanimous ; from being the most learned nation 
in the world it has become one of the most ignorant 
of those which lay claim to intelligence ; from being 


one of the proudest and most imperious of nations|p 


it has become cne of the most abject and cringing ; 
from being a nation of heroes and rulers it has 
become one of dependent and superstitious cow- 
ards. 3 

There is a cause, or series of causes, for there 


it. I do not remember what the statistics are in | great changes, and that cause is largely the Chris- 
reference to it, but think it.must be five miles in| tian religion, or the rpecial phase of it exhibited in 


length, while the shorter tunnels on either side 
must be about as much more, ‘Those ten miles of 


that country. Italy has been the most ardent Chris- 
tian nation on the earth, and has for centuries been 


, 1880. 


the headquarters for the religion and its church. 
Italians have for hundreds of years been successively 
elected to the papal throne, and, with afearful array 
of Italian cardinals they have, with an iron hand ruled 
the destinies of Christendom. This power has 
absolutely crushed out the independence and man- 
hood which inhered in the Italian people, and has 
had a very similar effect upon many other nations 
where that religion has been in the ascendant. 

This state of things, like a huge and cruel mon- 
ster, has rested upon this unfortunate people gen- 
eration after generation. Italy is to-day cursed 
with ita religion. The baneful pall of priestcraft, 
like an incubus, like a huge vampire, has settled 
down upon it age after age, seeking its best life 
blood, and depriving it of the pure light and breezes 
of heaven. 

Italy is the dirtiest, the most religious, and the 
most utterly priest-ridden country in the world. In 
no country are there so many expensive cathedrals 
and churches. In no country have so many millions 
been expended in establishing what is called the 
religion of Jesus. In no country is the Virgin 
Mary—the mother of their God—so extensively and 
so expensively worshiped. In no country are the 
useless saints of the church so greatly revered, and 
nowhere have such vast sums of money been ex- 
pended in making countless marble images and the 
paintings of the highest artists to perpetuate their 
memory and fasten this huge“ Man of the Moun- 
tain " upon the people. i 

In Rome alone, and that is not the largest city in 
the kingdom, are nearly four hundred churches, 
one of which alone cost from $50,000,000 to $60,- 
000,000, and many of the others are very expensive, 
costing millions of dollars each. It is by no means 
gn extravagant estimate that the churches of Rome 
cost the enormous sum of $500,000,000. This im- 
mense amount of money has been wrung from the 
people by playing upon their fears and ienorance, 
and filling them with the most absurd and pernicious 
falsehoods. 

Naples has some three hundred churches; Flor- 
ence has between one and two hundred ; Venice has 
a similar number; the same with Milan, Bologna, 
Turin, Leghorn, Genoa, and the hundreds of smaller 
cities and towns. It is not too much to say that 
Italy has five thousand churches, which, with their 
foolish decorations and adornments, have cost the 
people $3,000,000,000. 

In Rome alone there are seven thousand priests, 
inoluding the indolent monks, and all of them com- 
hined do not perform so much manual labor as 
would suffice to grow and harvest one bushel of 
potatoes or onions. In the whole country there 
cannot be less than one hundred thousand of these 
useless priests. This fearful array of worthless, 
heavenly vagabonds claim that they are in the ser- 
vice of tbe God of the universe; that without their 
very valuable services his work and his kingdom 
would come to naught. mu" : 

At the head of this miserable hireling class is one 
who is called God’s vicegerent, and who claims that 
he has power to act for God, to speak his word and 
will, and that to this same priest is due the same 
homage and obedience which belongs to God him- 
self. ‘Ihe poor people, in fear of the hell and purga- 
tory which have been held up before their distem- 
pered visions for centuries, have accepted this claim, 
and readily accord this head-priest the same homage 
which they are told his master demands. Men hav- 
ing clear minds will inevitably see that such absurd 
and lying doctrines must produce the worst kind of 
mental degradation. ; e 

In several of the larger Italian cities are over one 
thousand priests each, whilethere is hardly a village 
or hamlet so humble and small that has not one or 
more of these expensive and exacting appendages— 
members of this celestial aristocracy, for whom the 
people have the privilege to labor and toil. Yes, 
including the monks who act as priests, there is 
probably in the whole of Italy not less than one 
hundred thousand priests, and some believe the 
number is much greater. Thick for a moment what 
it costs the people to gustain this worthless class of 
men, and what a vast sum has been 80 consumed 
within the past fifteen centuries ! Think for a mo- 
ment of the system of basest lies this priestly class 
have taugbt the people and fastened upon them, 
like a nightmare, to obtain and perpetuate this 
power! ‘They have constantly told the ignorant 
masses about a terrible God who resides somewhere 
above the clouds, butof whom neither they nor any- 
body else knows anything at all. T he dread of this 
fearful God and the big devil he is said to have 
made to torment and torture poor helpless children, 
men, and women has been sufticient to hold thìs peo- 
le in the most abjeċt terror and slavery. Suppose 
that money had been expended in teaching the laws 
of the universe—the very information those people 
need—and in building schoolhouses every few 
miles, paying for good teachers for the children, and 
in building good dwellings for tba people—think for 
a moment how much wiser, better, and happier that 
people would now be, and how many less would 
now be occupying the hella of ignorance and 


crime. 


` or ridiculous, as you please, claims and falsehoods 


-ished upon our vision. _ At length in the plain 
"below we reached a beautiful lake of several miles 
‘in length, of which the train nearly made a circuit, 


-reasonable diligence I stopped. at neither Marseilles, 


‘hot water which were placed in the compartments of 
‘the cars to put our feet upon were by no means dis- 
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The expense of running a single church alone in | ing and we could see its outlines, but night-riding| the most of the passengers rewarded their stomachs 
Rome, with the one hundred priests attached to it, is | is unfavorable for seeing the beauties of a journey. | by partaking of dinner or lunch. I joined in this 
said to be over one hundred .thousand dollars per| We arrived at Paris between four and five in the} exercise. i de : " 
year. The cost of the 375 churches and the seven|morning, and before daylight had assumed the In a reasonable time the train was rolling rapidly 
thousand priests cannot be less than $250,000 yearly | supremacy. But by the time the passengers and | on toward London. Better time is made on the. 
in Rome alone, In the whole of Italy it cannot be | their baggage were stowed away in the scores of car- English railroads than on any others in Europe. 
less than five million dollars annually. You may |riages, busses, etc., it was light, and we sped on a We arrived at London Bridge Station at about 
well exclaim: “ What a load for a poor people to|three or four mile ride through Paris in the early |2:30 p.m. I took a cab for Finsbury street, think- 
carry! What an imposition upon a credulous,igró-|part of the day. I stopped at the same hotel— |ing to call upon my friend Mr. George Standring, 
rant, superstitious populace!” ' Madame Feron's—at which I stopped in August. | editor of the Republican ; but it being Saturday, 

But these are the people who are able to boast of | After breakfast and a little letter writing I made|and the business places being closed at 2.P.M.'on 
the blessings of the Christian religion. This is the| my way to the New York Herald office to look over | that day,I was not able to see him. Judging I 
land where this blessed religion has flourished in its| late papers from bome, devouring political and | would have no better success in other quarters on 
greatest purity and activity. From this country | other news with avidity. © Two hours at least were | Saturday afternoon, I directed: my cabman to drive 
this system of faith has gone forth to other na-|agreeably spent in that way. . |me to South Place Hotel, in the immediate neigh- 
tions —to all included in the term  Christen-| |I found no lack for objects to visit during the|borhood. e ^ "S . M 
dom. From Italy the Christian world has obtained | only day I proposed to devote to the great French} A few hours were spent in visiting White Cross 
its creed, its dogmas, its superstitions, its blinding | city, but I preferred to revisit some of the places market where the poor people go for their meager 
faith in a terrible God and devil, in the supreme | where I had agreeebly passed the time when there | supplies of meat, vegetables, and fruit. It is pitiful 
rule. of the Son and his mother, and all thé beautiful | in. August to looking up new novelties. The|to watch impoverished men, women, and children 
Louvre was one of these places. I again fondly|trying to see how with a few pennies they can pur- 
strolled through its miles of galleries of paintings, | chase enough to feed themselves and families over 
halls of statuary, and vast rooms of antiquities and|the dreary Sunday. How I pity these poor people, 
endless curiosities. - It is decidedly one of the great- | dressed in rags and tatters, with hungry stomachs 
est storehouses of works of art, beauty, and interest | and woe-begone and sorrow-stricken countenances, 
in all Europe. I appreciated it all the more for the|I feel quite sure, were I God Almighty, and pos- 
great museums and galleries I had seen in other|sessed of power equal to my will, I would provide 
cities. - "better for these miserable beings than they are now 

I also revisited the Pantheon, the magnificent|provided for. It seems to me I would take pleasure 
pagan church of Paris. I wished before crossing |in making such creatures happy. I would not wish to 
the ‘Atlantic to stand once more by the tombs of | bear down heavily upon them, and lead their paths 
Voltaire, Rousseau, and Mirabeau. After again|in gloomy, sorrowful places. I would not fill them 
viewing with interest the stately edifice, a company | with hopelessness and misery.. I would not give 
of twenty or thirty of us were taken by a guide|them the merest pittance necessary to keep soul and 
through the extensive halls and rooms in the cellar | body together, and allow them only the filthiest rags 
or basemeut under the vast church. The columns,|to wear. I would rather lead them in pleasant 
pillars, etc., of stone for sustaining the great weight | places. I would provide them with ‘comfortable 
of the edifice are grand and imposing. In the|dwellings. I would make it possible for them to 
rooms lining these continuous archways are many|obtain palatable, nourishing food, and I would 
tombs of distinguished persons, and many of them|rmake it a point to see that the possibilities of a 
rich in art, but none possessed the interest to me that | reasonable amount of happiness were placed within 
did the tombs of Voltaire and Rousseau. These are|their reach. Yes, weré I an all-powerful God, I 
in compartments by themselves, and the elegance of | should make it my business to render my subjects 
the ‘massive stone structures marking the resting-| happy, or at the very least I would not compel them 
places of these two great Infidel writers does much|tp drag out a miserable, groaning, dejected, starv- 
credit to the Parisians. Among the great number|ing existence. But possibly that is because I am an 
of tombs of distinguished personages, with which | Infidel. So, if I were a god, I would be an Infidel 
the subterranean apartments of the Pantheon are|god, while the God that these English paupers 
filled, none are more beautiful, more elegant, than | believe in seems to be an unfeeling, unsympathetic, 
the tombs of Voltaire and Rousseau. hard-hearted, Jewish-Christian, incomprehensible 
. We were much amused with a remarkable echo | nondescript, that allows millions of his own children 
in thése archways under the great church, of which |to live and die in the utmost wretchedness,.and then 
the guide gave us repeated illustrations by retiring | go to an endless hell after all. 
to a certain point and striking an iron door with a| It is most agreeable to get back to a city where 
rod, while the company were stationed at another|my own language is spoken, where I can make 
point favorable for hearing the echo. Shouting and|myself understood, and. comprehend what others 
singing were also indulged in, and the wonderful|say to me. After many weeks hearing very lit- 
echo was highly amusing to all. tle but French, German, and Italian, the English 

Passing the fine cathedral of Notre Dame, I called | language has a very sweet sound ; it falls with 
in to once more look over its grandeur after visiting | wonderful agreeableness and euphony upon. the 
‘many other still more noted cathedrals in other | ears, and the people who can speak to your compre- 
cities. While here two funeral corteges came in, | hension seem like brothers and sisters of your own 
one a little after the other. Each coffin was placed | family. For this reason it is most pleasant to an 
before one of the chapels in the body of the cathe- | American to return to London after being a weary 
dral, when the priest made a prayer and went|pilgrim in strange lands where unintelligible lan- 
through various ceremonies ; but the one plied the | guages are spoken. A perceptible feature in Lon- 
most earnestly was collecting the money from the|don is the great amount of business being done 
friends of the deceased, probabiy to pay the expense|here. A few-hours running about its busy streets, 
of praying the souls out of purgatory. As the|after a visit to continental cities, impresses one 
friends passed by the head of the coffin to take the | with the belief that. more real business is transacted 
last view of the departed they each dropped a coin|in London than in all the other cities: combined. 
into a receptacle for the purpose; but this not|London is truly a place of immense trade; but it has 
being enough to secure the freedom of the dead|the most miserable weather of any place in the 
from the clutches of the devil, one of the priestly | world. Its everlasting fogs, smoke, mists, and rain 
attachés went around among the assembly to gather | are almost intolerable, except to those who know no 
more money so they could make the peace of their|better. For three hundred days in the year it knows 
dead friend fully secure. Considerable additional|little else than’ its dense fogs and dark smoke. I 
peace-money seemed to be gathered in this way,|have hitherto been under the impression that the 
whon the coffin was borne away to the cemetery or | sun is a very important factor in human life, health, 
‘back to the home of the departed. Perhaps these|and happiness. I have even deemed it an indispen- 
were hardly funerals proper, but the bodies seemed | sable agent in the very existence of human life, but 
to be taken into the cathedral preparatory for the|I have here been compelled to modify my views. 
funeral and to seoure the peace of the dead before|I find that London people manage very well to get 
the last rites were performed. At all events, an|along-without it. Iam of the opinion that they do 
exhibit was here made of the power which the priests | not have more than twenty or thirty bright sunny 
hold over the people, and of the delusion they are|days:in the year, and even on these the sky is not so 
still able to keep up. clear and transparent as it is in Italy and America. 

After spending a reasonable time among the] There is almost always a painful opaqueness in the 
stores and making a few purchases, night had come, | atmosphere. Ane ` 
and an hour or two after the evening meal Ire-| Ihave wondered how the people of London can 
paired to the Gare du Nord and took the train for|be cheerful and happy. It would seem that this 
Dieppe. We passed over the same road which took|never-ending fog must make them perpetually 
us to Paris in August; but being in the night, 1} gloomy, but they are so taken up with their various 
took little cognizance of it. At two o'elock wej|pursuits that it is doubtful if they fully realize the 
reached Dieppe, but it was daylight before the|miserable weather they have. Often the fog is so 
steamer started on its trip across the Channel. | |dense one can soarcely see across the street. Some 

The passage was not very rough, though the| wicked American wag bas accused Londoners of 
small steamer tossed and rolled sufficiently to dis-|outting their fog up into blocks aud packing it 
turb the stomachs of some of the passengers. I am|away for fuel, but. I am quite sure it would. have to 
proud to say my stomach acquitted itself very cred- | be compressed considerably so as.to get the damp- 
itably on this occasion, as it has on many others, |ness out of it before it would burn first rate. I 
It seemed to consider itself on its good behavior, | notiee that some of the London scientists have been 
andit did its best. By retaining a recumbent pos-|diseussing the possible means by which the fogs 
ture, vomiting Was wholly obviated. ^ =- ^  . [xay be dispelled.’ I think one learned/savan sug. . 
ERA Téached New ‘Haven oh the English coást|gested (that dynamite 'be-:exploded.in the «air 
before noon; and besides once more passing through | and drive the fog away. If that is possible, a few 
thousand pounds could be very sensibly used in . 


making up the expensive Christian system. | In fact 
Christendom has nothing in the way of religion that 
it, did noe obtain from Italy. Here, too, was got the 
Inquisition, its horrible subterranean dungeons for 
heretics, its ripping knives, its rack, its wheel, its 
pincers, its pulleys, its boot, its stake, and all the 
infernal paraphernalia for torturing and murdering 
heretics which the church has invented. 

Very natural questions to ask are: * What has 
been gained by all this enormous outlay and all this 
cruelty? Has God ‘been in the slightest degree 
benefited? Has man been blessed by this great 
and foolish outlay of treasure to build up these 
absurdities and lies? . Have the people of Italy 
received an adequate return for this heavy in- 
vestment? Has the sun shone any brighter, have 
the showers been more gentle, has the soil pro- 
duced any more abundantly, has nature been any 
more lovely, for all the priests have done?” No, no, 
yo! none of these have been accomplished; but in- 
stead of this thousands of men and women have been 
made wretched, theirignorant minds have been filled 
with fear and terror, they have looked upon God as 
an.unfeeling tyrant who willingly thrusts his crea- 
tures into eternal fires, they have been made to bow 
cringingly before designing priests who, by false 
representations, have robbed them of their hard 
earnings and deprived them of the peace of mind to 
which all the sons and daughters of men are equally 
entitled, , 
.. The rule of. priestcraft has been the most terrible 
the world has known, and all in the name of.God 
and religion. Italy has been the seat of this tyranny, 
for here priestcraft has had its home. Here their 
‘power has been greater than in any other country, 
and here its terrible blight has been greater than in 
any other land. E 
. Ít is easily perceived that I am not a lover of the 
priestly class. Itake no pains to disguise my an- 
tipathies toward them. I regard them as the ène- 
mies of their race. When I see them in Italy, 
France, and Germany, moving stealthily about in 
their long black garb, I instinctively feel that I behold 
the positive enemies of human kind, the promulga- 
tors of falsehood; that they are only the pretended 
agents and ministers of heaven, and that the evil 
they do in the world far transcends the good. ‘This 
class of men have indeed been a curse to Italy, and 
through Italy to all Christendom. I trast the day 
is not far in the future when this class of men will 
be estimated at. their correct value, and that even 
ihe people of Italy will get their eyes sufficiently 
open to see that the priestly class are enemies, 
not friends; tyrants, not liberators; destroyers, 
not saviors. May even Italy learn to be wise, 
and may it be prosperous and happy! May 
its thousands of priests cease to make it their avo- 
cation to delude their fellow-beings by false claims 
and pretensions, and learn to follow an honest èm- 
ployment for a livelihood. May priesteraft die a 
natural death, and may men and women become 
mentally emancipated, prosperous, and happy! . 

But let us leave the priests and all the religious 
trappings of Italy and hasten on our journey. At 
Guloz, a fine mountain town, we halted, and the train 
‘from Geneva joined us. We passed gradually down 
-among the French slopes and declivities of the Alps, 
eujoying the beautiful scenes so bountifully lav- 


passing through several tunnels cut in the prominent 
-rocks which line a portion of the shores. 
Being anxious to prosecute my return with all 


Lyons, Dijon, or any of the towns through which or 
near which we passed, Our journey being toward 
the north we were constantly nearing the source of 
cold, and the long square metallic vessels containing 


agreeable. :/Phege were changed once during the 
night. We had frequent reminders that we had.left. 
the balmy summer air of Naples far behind. " ^" ^ 

Nothing occurred on our night ride to Paris par- 
ticularly worthy of notice. The country is interest- | the custom-house ordeal of examination of baggage, 


; j8now bringing qut several International 


driving this black, dense fog into.the German ocean. 
Whatisthe real cause for the fog was also discussed. 
It is quite probable the million fires of bituminous 
coal, the dampness arising from the valley of the 
` Thames and from the waters of the ocean on either 


. side of the island, with the" conformation of the 


‘country, embody the principal causes, I think I 
am.not extravagant when I say that I had rather 
live twenty years in New York than ten in London, 
and, paradoxical as it, may seem, there is more pleas- 
ure to be seen in one year in America than in two in 
London. .These continued fogs are not without 


their effects upon the health of the people of Lon-' 


don. Lung complaints are very frequent, asthma 


and consumption are very common complaints, as: 


well as rheumatism and gout. These are the penal- 

ties. which Londoners pay for living in their perpet- 

ual-fog. But biliousness is not one of the ills they 

labor under; no sallowness is observed upon. the 

countenances, and none look sun-burnt in the slight- 
est degree, The ladies. of London and all England 
, are doubtless the fairest in the world. 


MRS. ANNIE BESANT, 


. On Sunday morning I had to walk but about half 
a mile to reach the Hall of Science, 142 Old street, 
City Road. I knew not whether speaking would be 
held there, and was very glad to learn by the bills 
posted in front that. Mrs. Annie Besant would speak 
at ll A.M. and 8 P.x.; the subject in the morn- 
ing to be, “ The Land and the Landlords,” and in 
the evening, * What is Conscience?” I was very 
glad of an opportunity of hearing this celebrated 
woman, having the opportunity of hearing her onl 
in Brussels, and then chiefly in French, The Hall of 
Science has been the principal meeting-place of the 
London Freethinkers for many years, but its roof has 
recently been raised some fourteen feet, which makes 
the hall a much pleasanter room. It has a gallery 
that will seat over five hundred people, and is in 
every way a pretty hall. For the satisfactory man- 
ner in which the hall is managed much credit is due 
to Mr. Smith, who takes immediate charge of it. A 
dancing academy is held in the hall several nights in 
the week, and anumber of Freethinker clubs also 
meet in the club rooms on the second floor. The 
National Secular Society holds its meetings in the 
hal. Radical and. Freethought . publications, are 
kept there for sale, and everything is conducted in 
the best manner. . Mrs. Besant’s morning lecture 
was well attended. It was of a political character, 
showing the wrongs entailed upon the people of 
. England, especially with regard to the tenure of the 


lands-of the nation, and particilarly with reference 


to the thousands of acres of good lands thrown out 
of use for the cultivation of breadstuffs and for the 
worthless purpose of raising deer, wild boars, hares, 
and rabbits for the nobility and wealthy to shoot, 
but for which the poor man, should he venture to 
shoot one of them, would be sent to prison without 
mercy or delay. She depicted in clear and eloquent 
language the wrongs under which the poor labor, 
and the unequal advantages which the privileged 
 elasses enjoy. Her references to the useless royal 
family were in the purest and keenest sarcasm. — 
. In the evening the hall was full to repletion, 
‘though the admission is sixpence, equal to twelve 
cents of our money. Probably some twelve hun- 
dred persons or. more were present. © The discourse 
was of a philosophical, anti-theological, and some- 
‘what metaphysical character, and possessed marked 
ability. She handles her subjects with care, and 
displays great logical power. As a publie speaker, 
one able to discuss almost any subject, rich in re- 
sources, and ready for criticisms, objections, and 
questions. she probably has not a superior among the 
Women of the world, if an equal. I heard her also 
deliver two lectures in the same hall on the follow- 
ing Sunday, the subject of the first being, “ How to 
Save the People’s Money ;” the second, “ Modern 
Science on Free Will" Hoth subjects were ably 
treated. After the discourses are over opportunity 
is given any person in the audience to state ob- 
jections, make criticisms, and ask questions, and I 
gould but notice the perfect ease and readiness 
with which Mrs. Besant replied to all these ; it was 
sufficient to arouse one’s liveliest admiration. I 
marveled, too, not a little when I learned with what 
assiduity the lady is applying herself to the study of 
- Several sciences, among which are physiology, apato- 
my, biology, chemistry, botany, eto;, devoting thereto 
&'dertain number of hours per day or week. Her 
intention is lo make “herself thoroughly E 
(ili all the different departments of soienoe. hile 


thking lessons perie jn the more adyaneed por. 
den of physiology st 


e is teaching a elass in the 
glementar 


also about taking a class in French, being famil. 
jar with that language as well as with the German, 
T think there ate few women in the world, o? men 
either for that matter, who apply themselves more 
closely to work and to st dy than does Mrs. 

esant. She is a co-worker with Mr. Bradlaugh 
in conducting Zhe National Reformer, which has 
a pretty large circulation, and is partner with him 
in the Freethought Publishing Company, which 
&olentifio 
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_ works, as well as a large number of. Freethought 
and reformative books and pamphlets, which have a 
' quite extensive sale all over the kingdom; In addi- 
‘tion to her other labors, she is- now translating for 
publication Prof, Louis: Buchner’s last work. - Be- 
sides all this, she is much in the lecture field, speak- | 
ing in all parts of the kingdom. If she is not per- 
forming a large amount of mental labor, I know not 
"whois. In a few weeks she is to hold a public dis- 
,eussion with the Rev. Mr. Hanchard, one of the 
questions being, “Is Jesus a Historical Character?" 
1 feel quite sure she will prove herself equal to any 
clergyman who may venture to debate with her, . 
It is quite enough to excite the indignation of all 
:good men and women to realize how this worthy 
woman has been treated by. one of the courts of the 
realm in depriving her of her only ehild, a young 
daughter six years of age. Her former husband, 
the Rev. Mr. Besant, brought suit for the possession 
of the child, and an unjust judge ordered that the 
mother should not be allowed the possession of her. 
little daughter, on the ground that being an Atheist 
she was not fitted to rear and educate her own child, 
when in reality there is not a woman in England 
more capable of rearing and teaching a child than 
is this lady. This is a specimen of modern justice 
in a Christian land. I trust she will visit America 
ere long when I am sure thousands will be anxious 
to make her acquaintance. 


MRE, CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 


Mrs. Besant is a most valuable assistant to Mr. 
Bradlaugh, who by the by is performing more labor 


y than almost any man living. Besides his Parlia- 


mentary labor and preparation, besides the editor- 
ship of The National Reformer and the conduct of 
his publishing business, he is delivering some forty 
lectures per month ip all parts of England and 
Scotland. These lectures are mainly of a political 
character, having a special reference to land 
reform, the abrogation of perpetual pensions, and 
other reforms of a similar nature. He has been 
very instrumental in establishing Land Reform 
Leagues in all parts of the kingdom, and these have 
a membership of some 50,000. The lower classes 
are taking a deep interest in this. The movement ia 
not confined to Freethinkers or Secularists alone, but 
many Christians take a very lively interest in the 
reform. Mr. Bradlaugh informs me that even sev- 
eral clergymen are ardent members of his leagues. 
His lectures are principally before these leagues, 
and it is not uncommon for from 3,000 to 5,000 per- 
sons to attend his meetings. The poor people, 
farmers, eto.; throughout the-country are learning 
to look to Mr. Bradlaugh as their coming deliverer 
to lead them to most valuable reforms and to bring 
them to a better system of government. Many of 
them walk ten and twelve miles to attend his meet- 
ings and listen to his rousing, eloquent speeches, 
At the present time he is having monster petitions 
signed in all parts of the country asking Parliament 
to abolish what are called * perpetual pensions,” 
which is the transmission to children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchilden, annuities from the govern- 
ment for services or supposed services performed 
by their fathers, grandfathers, and great-grand- 
fathers. These petitions are being extensively 
signed preparatory to the meeting of Parliament in 
February next, and in the aggregate will prob- 
ably make one of the largest petitions ever 
presented to that body, It is of course expected 
that the measure will be strongly opposed by the 
nobility and wealthy classes, and probably will be de- 
feated the first, and perhaps the second, year in which 
the effort is made, but the measure is popylar with 
the people and eventually must be suscéssful. In ad- 
dition to this measure, Mr. Hradlaugh will move for 
the passage of a law doing away with the keeping of 
large bodies of as good land as any in the king- 
dom for parks by the nobility for the raising of deer, 
wild boars,hares, and rabbits for them to hunt at their 
pleasure, but which no poor man, at the peril of his 
liberty, dares hunt. ie insists that all the good 
land of the country should be employed in raising 
bread-stuffs for the sustaining of the lives of the 
people, and that the nation has a right to demand 
this. Next he will move for the abolition of the 
House of Lords, hetieving that a hereditary branch 
lof goverment is not ‘only. useless hut mot in 
keeping with the spirit of the age, Thia conviction 
is fast becoming papular with the middle and 
[poorer elasgeg Jt is hot at all uncommon now to 
hear Englishmen say with earnestness, ^ We want 
no House of Lords.” The next movement will be 
the establishment of 4 republic; and thqxe axe many 
who expect to tive to see monarchy and royalty 


‘branches of the same science. She is|done away with in England, and the country be- 


come a republic, One thing ts very sure, Mr. Brad- 
laugh ig iuoreastog ta popularity very rapidly among 
ithe rural classes. He is building up a constituency 


that will serve a most important purpose in tixae of Jr. 


need. In ten years from this time, į believe Mr. 
Bradlaugh will be wielding an immerise infuence in 
the politics of Great Britain. “The measures he is 
advocating will of course haye ta be fought for 
inch by inch ; the rich and aristocratic will oppose 
him at every turn, but he is a powerful man, and sq 


we 
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LEES qc 
long as he has the masses with him he will be all. 
right, and must ultimately win. ann PANE EN 

Mr. Bradlaugh and .Mrs. Besant are in earnest 
sympathy with :the position ‘taken. by the National 
Liberal League in the United States with reference 
to the freedom of spééeh and the freedom of the 
press. They ‘are utterly opposed to. the meddle- 
someness of an ecclesiastical society influencing ` 
courts of justice and sending unbelievers to prison 
under the sham pretext of punishing obscenity. 
The fact that they published and sold a book with 
which they were not fully in sympathy, because 
they wished to vindicate. the liberty of the 
press, and the manner in which they fought the 
question in the courts, prove them to be brave and 
undaunted souls. They will defend human rights, 
though unpopular. They are not cowards, trimmers, 
nor time-gervers, Well may the better and braver 
portions of humanity be proud of such a man and 
such a woman. ; 

DR. EDWARD B, AVELING., - 

Among the worthy Freethinkers of London this 
gentleman deserves a notice. He is a comparatively 
new convert to Radicalism, having been brought up 
within the lines of orthodoxy. His father is a 
clergyman of London, He isa young man, not far 
from thirty years of age, a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of London, and a scientist of the first grade. He 
has made no small sacrifice in yielding obedience to 
his honest convictions. He was well aware that the 


thereby tabooed and practically ostracized by his 
nearest relatives and friends, He has now formed a 
new circle who will not turn against him for advo- 
cating what he believes and knows to be the truth. 
He is a growing light in the cause of science and 
Freethought, and is destined to do a great amount 
of good. He is very arduously laboring in this 
direction, giving frequent lectures in various parta 
of the country on Freethought subjects, but more 
especially applying himself to teaching ólasses in the 
sciences of chemistry, physiology, biology, botany, 
eto. Iheard him deliver his initial lecture to his 
class in biology in South Place Institute, in which 
he showed himself master of the eubject. The 
class is a large one. I have two or three times vis- 
ited him at his rooms in the Royal Polytechnic In- : 
stitute on Regent street, where he has a laboratory 
and apparatus for chemical manipulations and ex- 

eriments. Here he teaches his class in chemistry. 

n addition to his other duties he writes regularly 
for the National Reformer, and I have good réasor 
to believe that the readers of Tux TRUTER SEEKER 
will have the opportunity of reading some of the 
productions of his pen. I think he anticipates mak- 
ing the tour of ‘the United States before many 
years, and if so I bespeak for hima kindly recep- 
tion by the Liberals of America, 

Let me say a word of Misses Agnes and Hypatia 
Bradlaugh, two most worthy and intelligent young 
ladies, who are also doing what they can in the 
great work of human progress. Besides being their 
father's housekeepers, and attending to the depart- 
ment of current news and topics in the National 
Reformer, they are also pursuing the study of the 
sciences, and fitting themselves for teachers, Misr 
Hypatia is already teaching a class in elementary . 
physiology. Jt will thus be seen that the leadin;: 
Freethiukera of London are making the study and 
teaching of the sciences a prominent feature in their 
labors, This is undoubtedly as it should be. Science 
is the great means hy which truth is ascertained, and 
science and truth must ever go hand in hand. 


INTERCOURSE WITH FRIENDS, 


My intercourse with the principal Freethinkers of 
this city has been most pleasant. I have got .o- 
quainted with many at, the meetings I have attenced 
at the Hall of Science, and I find them very intelli- 
gent, progressive, and friendly people. I have 
accepted an invitation to dinner from several of 
them. First, after the morning lecture on Sunday 
Oct. 37th, Mrs. Besant invited me to dinner at her 
very pleasant residence in the northwest quarter of 
the oity. Of course I was only too glad to accept. 
Dr. E. B. Aveling, his brother, and the two Misses 
Bradlaugh made up the party, Mr. Bradlaugh being 
absent to #lb lecture engagements. The under- 
ground railway took us across town in half an hour, 
and we had a most, enjoyable time, filling out the 
iday most agreeably until the time for the evening 
leoture. , 

On last Sunday I accepted the kind invitation to 
dinner from my d«ar friend Mr. George Standring, 
editor of the Republican, His father, Mr. Samuel 
Standring, Sr., and brother, Mr. Samuel Standring, 
Jr., with two sisters, very interesting young ladies, 
Imake wp the family. They are indeed a very 
pleasant family, and have a cheerful residence six 
miles out in the northeastern portion of the city, ox 
rather at the point where the city joins the country. 
The green fields are close to their residence, Wa 
. 70 (Continued on page 808.) . 
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stone left, or get some other material to mske one more severe, 

perhaps nitro-glycerine, that would explode ten thousand 

times in a second, so it would giv them continued and 

m : rapid experience enough to complete their education and 
Is there a Hell ?—Concluded. punishment within the bounds of time. MY. 

. What a fearful conflict may we fear if such a system of 

BEGUN WOOD, devils is true.: They are in some localities omnipotent, su- 

The Christian system assumes a God separate from mat- | preme at least for their special pursuits, and a ring or com- 
ter, and so confuses everything by attempting to graft tbat | bination might make every other Omnipotent undesirable 
dectrin on such as we hav cited from the Jews. By doing | trouble, while we hav no single doubt of the availability of 
it they mske Ompipoterce’fini‘e as well as infinit, while de- | the powers and life of matter to conserve itself from all 
nying him to be material as well as claiming bim to be | kinds and descriptions of devils, finite or infinit, and in dis- 
whol'y immaterial, or spirit, amountizg to the same thing, | believing all theories to the contrary. : 
viz.,nothing. ‘They make him bad as well ss good, or elee| “Again, it is ssgely stated that ‘man can lock through 
that there are two Omnipotents, It is not surprising, per- | nature up to nature's god,” and this is the generally received 
haps, looklng at matter, with its connection’, that such a | Christian doctrin, a simple faith in a god outside of matter, 
system should find a place. The human mind has power, | in no sense influenced by it. Such is their boast and claim, 
and is capable of thinking over years of space, with their | while they cannot know or even in the least sense compre: 
details, in & moment of time, drinking in the beautiful with | head the germ of life in the minutest seed, or why or how it 
ecstatic emotion, and may be filled with adoration almost | grows into a spear of grass, atelk of oats, or flowering rose, 
sublime, and be happy and zealous even to fanaticism. | instead of the spreading mustard tree or the rud¢y turnip, 
When surrounded by right circumstances, appreciating the | and stil] through that ma'ter, the germ inherent therein, they 
wonders and beauties of nature and art, and only actuated | can see a god without body, parts, or passion, separate and 
thereby, when perfect health combines and no ditagreeable| distinct from all matter and its life? Are not such boasts 
thing intrudes, each adding pleasure, why should the zaind | too ridiculous for serious notice. . Had the boast been this, 
not think with some reason that so much beauty, so much | in such a mysterious life, in matter so pregnant with lt and 
pleasure and bsppinesr, so much mej:sty and power dis- | capable of such extension of growth and being, exists our 
played around it, could only come from a holy and infinit | God, would it not be the more natural], reasonable, and the 
cause, snd hence feel a sort of inspiration therefrom? best proved proposition? 

On the other ex'reme, when disease burns and tortures} We repeat that all the philosophers, divines, scholars, 
the body and mind, when all friends forsake or shun, and | scientific experte, and inspired men the world ever produced 
the Christian doctrin bas impressed us with the belief that| could not, never hav; and never will be able to discover 
the most intense agony and suffering we endure is only a} what the germ or principle of life is, either in the vegetable 
very mild condition of one to be made eternal, feeling it} or animal kingdom or in fact what attracts the senseless 
tbus beforehand, hearing of and seeing our fellows dying | atoms of rock, or any other body to hold together. There 
from starvation, ecalding, cholera, yellow. fever, with the | is some power, some life, connected with matter to accom- 
poison of the snake or asp, with the thousand ills that flesh | plish that, yet you can see clear through it, can you? and tell 
1s momentarily exposed and heir to, with all their accumu- | who madeit all, what purpose he had'in view and perfected 
latii g horrors, what wonder that numbers should believe in by making it, and just how the plan and most important 
two Omnipotents—one good, one bad; a place of happiness | of any part of it is to be carried out in the future even in 
~heaven; a place of misery—hell; a God; a demon! another and distinct state of existence, while you are 

When even a man can 80 exalt himself in the estimation | forced to admit you know next to nothing of the present 
of mankind that he is worshiped almost as a God, snd in| world and existence you are in? The Christian sys- 
day change, beginning the life of an habitual drunkard (an | tem has retarded the growth of mental intelligence by its 
inconsistency ana habit you cannot fix upon any other ani- | vagaries, its forced conclusions, by its unnatural teachings 
mal), and when the man thus worshiped becomes disgraced, | and pretended revelations. 
degraded, and of bad repute from asy cause with all his} It teaches the uselessness of doing good, expecting to de- 
former admirers, why wonder that with prcper change of | rive any benefit from it.. It makes the hell penalty attach 
air, circumstances, and nothing to Judge from or compare | to the best, highest, and noblest motivs and purest actions 
with but such materials, they should make such a God, | of man, unless he believes himself & devil by nature, and in 
such a devi), make the two extremes chargesble with their | the plan urged for his change and redemption. It ignores a 
feelings and understanding of the nature of things, and all |life of goodness, purity, and virtue, and stamps it as infa- 


those things arising without any other proof bat the sim | mous, Infidel, and ungodly, without its creeds and dogmas 
ple knowledge of human minds acting in connection with | are accepted and believed. 
matter? - It takes a life of sin, wickedness, and filth filled with 
If it is true that God, a spirit separate from matter, made l'every crime to repletion, and on the threshhold of the un- 
& hell which is bad, and made the further provision in that | seen eterna! and epiritual world accepts the necessary faith 
plan for the sacrifice of himself to a floite death (a thing | and belief, and ushers a sanctified, pure, and holy spirit, 
impossible) to save us from its pains and penalties because | can we add infinit spirit, into the presence (where 1) of a 
he had put us in danger of it without our knowledge or | spirit God without body, parts, or passions, 
consent, we may safely assume that no man who ever lived | The devil receives the other, the good man, aud cares for 
would hav made such a creation. his wélfare and hell-fare. If that is the plan and the way 
No man could ever hav justified himself in his own, much | it was made to work, God may repent again’ of his works 
less in others’, estimation by creating or plansing such a|and his plan, and À trust he may, if there is such a one. 
one when he had ihe power to mske a better one; and I | Certainly if he cannot get rid of it, he must and ought to 
regard as wholly unnatural, as foolish, wicked, and devil-| take the sufferings and penalty, for he could plead no works 
isb, any such creation for any such purpose, and deny that|or worth, aud ought not to be allowed the plea of grace. 
it is wrong or improper or irreverent to characterize such a| Having made a place so graceléss, so fiendisb, he ought to 
plan in that way. : e:j y some of its high and necessary privileges. 
It is and was impossible for infinit gcodness to make such |  ] rather he would take my share, if convenient; if a bless- 
a creation or such a sacrifice. Extend the irquiry such a | ing I would cheerfully surrender my claim and all my right 
creation, such a plan, involves, if there is apy other peopled | to the donor. Ihav no krown feeling of malice toward a 
worlds, for they are ell under the same government, same|fellow-man if he rather see me there, he would naturally 
omnipotence, there must hav teen at lesst uniformity in| choose that place for me instead of himself, I.should con- 
their creation. If omnipotence is not carrying out a miil- | sider it a wise choice in him. I will be charitable with him, 
ion plans for as many woilds, and what do we hav as a | and own I rather see such a God there than either of us. If 
result? If there are only a thousand pecpled worlds, with | he is not misrepresented he would stand a better chance in 
created beings conditioned like ours, then tbere has been | hell than either of us. Here is the clear and positiv ground 
or must necessarily be a thousand crucifixions of the eternal | to assume, viz., every human being that ever did or will 
God for their redemption; there must be a thousand hells f liv, rather see another there than himself. All this incon- 
and a thousand devils, all opposed to. nature, to goodness, | gruity, incons'stency, and misunderstanding among intelli- 
and to the Cbristian's Omnipotence and Creator. The only | geat beings arise from the dogma and teaching that there 
chance we fear for some of us will be to get into some of | is a bigher and separate power from matter, a power as we 
the other heavens, How cin so many devils hav come into | hay stated that is not conceivable by the mind, not even in 
existence, and each obtained a hell for government, without | the subtlest thought without attaching to it material quali- 
any design and by mere chance? This question comes] ties, What a power, net influenced by matter, existing 
with good and reaeonable grace, for if any other world of | before matter, infinit without matter, so it could strike 
intelligences or animals of any kind hav been given superior | matter out of existence as though it had never existed, and 
advantages either in power for enjoyment, greater security | still be infinit, ail there is, or ever was, and thus showing 
for life, no hel), no dev), and no punishment, is that not! matter to be nothing! That isthe kind of nothing the world 
monstrous injustice toward the people of esrth, and is that | and all that therein is was made of, and no doubt of it. 
your ideas of Omnipotence ? Whata plan, how glorious | Such facts rather show finite work, things mace that can be 
and sublime, that embraces a thousand devils who from dis- | wiped out, and man being one of them more than givs up 
position and natural preference like hell—‘‘ rather reign in | the gkost, and’ where is he? Like the Wisconsin gopher 
hell than serve in heaven.” Do you say there are no other | now balanced on the edgeof hishole, Oa the first approaeh 
peopled worlds, that all celestial bodies, sli the balance of | of danger you see him, and now you don't see him. 
the universe, were made wholly to beautify and adorn the| Is this the man who is reputed to possess an immortal 
surioundings of this world? That would look egotistical in | spirit that can never die, that cannot be annihilated, and of 
an individual claim; it nay be excusable ja a sect. It} course is so far infinit ? 
smacks of too much exclusiveness, of an imperious pride. It| . Could Infinity pre-existing make another Infinity ? Can 
certainly cramps Omnipotence and makes his creation | Infinity do better than man’s spirit which never dies, by 
dwindle in its proportion. It is remarkable evidence of how | destroying itself for man’s sins, and where did his spirit 
easily omnipotence is satisfied. return to at his death ? Why make a finite hell, for it was 
If man had made one world and all that therein is out of | made or is a part of Infinity, to punish infinit beings in, to 
nothing, he would h.v tried to beat it in making another, punish the immortal spirit, a part of itself, when separated 
unless absolutely disgusted with the one made. If he had} from tbe body and returned to Omnipotent Infinity, the 
made one hell for the purpose of punishing those who did not | God who gave it? I abhor that system as unreasonable, 
please him, and found after he had punished them a million | cruel, and, ungodlike, and if I did not believe it. false, 
of years in it, he had just begun to punish, and never could | absurdly false, should regard the Infinit being who con- 
finish, he could make two more if he had any fire and brim- į cocted it a fiend. The persons who desire to hav it true are 


Communications. 


fiends in disposition, and furnish the very strongest proo 
of an infinit fiend instead of an infioit saint, Dt ee 

I am to be punished forever, and then it has only just 
commenced, leaving Omnipotence powerless to undo the 
mischief he has done. A job done he cannot and does not 
propose to strike out of existence has made me so vile snd 
cevilish that he can never sufficiently punléh me, and thus 
renders hell useless for the purposes of its creation, but it 
must be kept going forever, whether it yields any return or 
not.. There ought to be additional words at. human diepasal 
to show the utter contempt a reasonable mihd has for tuch 


an unnatural, useless, dnd foolish hell, © ^" ^ ^ - 

The Inquisition inventors made better ones while their 
effects lasted, and what was it they pained and ‘tortured ? 
Was it the body or tbe spirit ? Without the spirit you ĉan- 
not pain the body. One sense destroyed, rather one‘ sense 
separated from the body, and you cease to affect the body 
through that agency. Does it not Jock after all as though 
it was the combination they torture? ss 

And how prove they affected the spirit at: all except 
through the body ? They separated them in fiendish joy 
frequently, a i 

Does it not teach you that we must recogn'z3 spirit as 
being somewhat hampered by matter, if it indeéd cain get 
entirely away from it, is not in fact a material essence, 
eluding our grasp, and as spirit, even if it is infinit and 
immortal, cannot so far as we know be pained except by its 
being connected with matter ? So ate du bes s 

What reason then can be given for going outside of mat- 
ter, its mysterious life, which we can never hops to solve or 
understand ? Why propose, claim, or &peculate, or pretend 
any kaowledge of the operations and. plaos of a myth and 
ghost outside in an inconceivsb'e space, neither connected 
with nor influenced by matter? Why believe in such 
heavens or helle, that must hav extent and form, and. be 
located somewhere, to exist at all except in the imagination? 
And even that. dves not remedy the necessity of. space to 
imagin them in, or for material to glv consistency to the 
idea of something. : HE à 

The very name strikes the senses as speaking of something 
and of thate xisting and being somewhere. Sbould the most 
ignorant heathen irquire where they were, after being in- 
formed by you of them, should ask how much territory they 
covéred, what direction and distance they were off, and 
what they are made of, you would at once find yourself ad- 
mirably qualified, as most missionaries are, to preach ignor- 


ance to that heathen, to tell him honestly you, knew very . 


little about it. You could not tell him of that God' who 
rules in that heaven, nor of that devil who rules supfeme in 
that hell, and giv him any trué or tangible conception of 
either without adding material, form, and substance, ' - 
Langusge has yet to be invented to do it with, aud’ new 


and unnatural ideas entertained to think of any such'thing, ' 


They are entirely new and contradictory to any Jewish au- 
thority or teaching as recorded in the Hebrew Bible: - 
Of course the claim is that faith superinduced by revela- 
tion giv8 the key to the mystery, and that all.resta there, 
We assume the whole thing rests upon faith only, without 
one iota of evidence except that acknowledged to: be based 
wholly on authority; to wit, somebory’s say-so, with the 
same—and no more—right to say than I.hav or you hav, 
The little secd lying quiescent in the mummy’s bosom,. and 
gpringing into life and reproduction after three; thousand 


| years of dormancy and sleep, is taken by some as an.emblem 


of the spirit of the mummy. And here arises a difficulty to 
make the comparison satisfactory or at all convincing, for 
the germ, you say, Was separated from the mummy, was 
even during its connection ‘with him or her a distinct. and 
separate thing, tbat can never be influenced again by the 
body ; and when it left the body dead, as we call it, that 
organization and combination of life is forever ended. This 
did not occur with the seed, or the germ of the seed, nor 
was the germ or the seed itself dead, nor were , they sep- 
arated, The mummy may never come up more. Job had 
an idea that he never would, so you see the sred is getting 
a live advantage. Neither can there be any true comparison 
instituted or drawn between them. Each- has its distinct 
and hidden spirit and mystery, each its own pécüliat man- 
ner of reproduction, and still the principle operating so 
seemingly diff;rent may be the universi principle, the 
principle of life animating- both in existencé, ^ "^. 

The animal kingdom reproducea itself' through ‘pairs of 
different degrees of intellect or intelligence, different organ- 
izations of body, aud often both exist after their reproduc- 
tion has also produced and died, as we call it, hav separated 
from life, and they still hav the power of réproduciion left 
within themselvs, or one of them, > ^ ^ ee 

This species of reproduction goes on from its itciplercy 
and growth to its final complete development, spirit as well 
as body, recollect, by food from the vegetable: and-animal 
kingdoms in tbe form of dig2stion. secretion, and «xpul- 
sion, taking on and throwing cff through the: simple. medi- 
um of the materia] animal organization of matter. So while 
matter is thus reproducing, lite is also reproduced as well as 
matter; and how singular this reproduction continues to go 
on without the male after conception of matter or germ— 
male germ—is transmitted, — AM M 

- Now let us trace the seed, which is single, must find its 
mate by nestling in the bosom of its mother earth, receive 
the dews and rains, hav the benefit of the heat and light of 
the sun, hav air to breathe, and having all that, must then 
die or chapga to nourish into reproduction its own being. 
Burn or denude a spot of earth, destroying its fertility, 
make.it barren ten feet deep, throw up its dirt from below, 
and protect it so it can by no means receive seed from any 
source but itself ; giv it the rains, suv, and light, and un- 
kroówn plants spring forth into life and beauty, showing 
that nature contains everything within its own domain. 
Everything seems to be eternal. Is it singular that Paul 
and Wesley believed in the immortality of beasts, birds, and 
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fishes as' well.a& ihe. immortality of man? Paul, in 
his comparison, would seem to embrace tbe vegetable king- 
dom also, or why take the death and reproduetion of the 
‘grain to prove the immortality of the anima! kingdom unless 
he also believed the vegetable immortal. . Paul and other 
thinking. minds since hav been greatly exercised in trying 
..fo show a life separate and distinct from matter without 
; accomplishing anything more than ta exalt and exemplify 
(the creation) the existence of nature in its wonderful. com- 
. | binations, but hav made no discoveries, and never will, to 
‘understand matter any better than they can spirit, or to tell 
: or, conceive. where either begins, connects, separates, or 
. ends. Paul was z:alous, even with his great learning ; he 
‘sowed one. body and raised another kind. What nature 
‘does not permit and is not true is contradicted by every 
. known fact in the vegetable kingdom; it would be a more 
complete evolution than Darwin claims in the animal king- 
dom, Of his claim, modern and improved as it is over the 
_ creeds of. Cnristendom, we at present need more informa- 
tion to giv conclusiv judgment, It pretends to know too 
much, we fear, and so far is like the other creeds spoken of, 
still endeavoring to get away from inevitable law, the 

nature of things, contradicting also the animal kingdom, 
Assuming one being made both body and life, or spirit, 
and made -them for each other (1nd not as a kind), and if 
.you cannot tell, even conceive, where either begins, con- 
necte, and how operate together, where separate, continue, 
or end ; and if the body and spirit are sowa in a natural 
body, together understand, and raised a spiritual body, it 
must be a body with form and substance, and having been 
, created by the same power expressly for each other, they 
, Cannot escape each other their own natural creation, and 
remain & body without both being changed. The misfor- 
tune is no theory has ever been maintained in fact without 
making it material, or connecting things material insepar- 
-ably with life or epirit, as the evident law governing and 
actuating the one governs and givs the other its existence 
` also. lf there is no connection between and mutual exist- 
ence, how can you punish the body after the death of the 
material part? That was the part committing the trans- 
. gressions that has done all the mischief, or was it only 
actuated and influenced by the spirit of God within it to 
inake a devil of iteelf, so it has no need of any pardoa, nor 
liable or responsible to be punished for it, and the spirit the 
cause responsible for al! the sin and wickedness done by the 

. body under its direction, only exposed to a material hell. 
`` A spirit, a part of Infinity, going back when separated 


from the body to Infinity, the Gud who gave it, existing. 


'. before and unitflienced by niatter ? Now tell us honestly 
what need there is of a hell to punish part of Irfaity, 
even under the Caristian system. It cannot itflaence 
spirit, If it did, according to that system, it would only 

|, punish the author in part, and put the Infinit part re. 

.... turned from the body under the dominion and government 


of Satan in that bell. It^we-body-was puv tnere~ana-no- 


spirit in it, it would burn up and be ended, not puni-hed at 
all. : 

There ought to hav been a spiritual hell made, if you 
must hav such an institution, and unless you can change 
your material hell for one spiritual you might as well 
sbandon it, Even a spiritual heil would not be needed to 
punish material thingsin, things created, made, and 80 liab.e 
to perish and hav an eud, if not infinit, for it would cer- 
tainly put them out of existence or wretchedly disorganizs 
them even in such a heil in a short time. 

We again repeat and claim that there are plenty of mate- 

: rial things which ought to overwhelm and bring the miad 
into sutjection without any outside pressuie, and leave no 
need of any bell, from avy human standpoint. It is too 
late & Giscovery to be Valuable to us, and hav the millions 


gone before us escape it. : 
What a plan, what an inconceiveable invention, for an 


"inconceivabie Omnipotence. 
Contrast it with the inspired words of Pope, in his poetic 
inspirations : - 

"See thorough this alr, this ocean, and this earth, 
All matter quick, and bursting into birth, 
‘Above, how nigu progressiv tile may gs! 
Around, how wide, how deep extend below! 
Vast chain of being! which from God began 

. Natures ethereal, human, angel, man. 

~~ Beast, bird, fish. insect. what no 6ye can 866, 

No glass can reach, from Infinit to thee. 

. From thee to nothing. Oa superior powers 
‘Were we to press, Inferior might on ours, 
O. in the full creation leave a void, 
"Where, one step broken, the great scale’s destro; ed, 
From bature’s chain, whatever link you strike. 
Tenth or ten thousandthe, b.eaks the chain alike, 


' "And if each system in gradation roll, 

. Alike essential to the amazing whole; 
Tine least confusion but in one, not all 
' hateystem only, but the whole must fall. 
Let earth, unbalanced, from her orbi: fy, 

` Pianets and stars run lawless through the sky; 
Let ruling angels from their spheres be hurled, 
Being on being wrecked, and world on worid, 
Heaven's whole foundations to their center nod, 
‘And nature trembles to the throne of God, 
All this dread order break. For whom? For thee? 
Viie worm! oh madness! pride! impiety] 


” What if the foot, ordained the dust to trod, 
Or hand to toil, aepired to be the head ? 
‘What if ibe head. the eye or ear repined, 
To serve mere engins to the ruling mind? 
Just as absurd for aay part to claim 
“fo be another in this general frame; 
Just as absurd to mourn the task and pains, 
The great directing mind of all ordains, 
. Allare but paris of one stupendous whole, 
‘Whose body nature is, and God the soul. 
' What, changed through all. and yet in all the same, 
Gceat in the'earth as in the ethereal frame, 
Warme in the sun, refreshes 1n the breeze, 
Giows in the stars. and bloesoms in the trees, 
Livs through all lifo, extends througn all extent, 
`. Bpreada undivided, operates ünspent 


use it after the significance of its etymology. The most re- 
publican citizen is the most law-abiding, For the very 
alteration of the law that he desires he works by legal 
means and legal means alone. Au ardent and thorough 
respecter of the law, he, desiring change in that law, strives 
after it by lawful means, We hav our loyalty, therefore, to 
the law, and even in the removal of the excrescence known’ 
as monarchy from the fair surface of the body politic would 
proceed and will proceed by lawful process aad none other, 
Moreover we hav true loyalty to our cause. And that 
emotion is of a very d ffsrent order from the superstitious 
survival called loyalty by the many. "Tis the true loyalty 
is à faithfulness to fellow-men, a resolve to be wholly true - 
to our co-workers and co-fighters, It is not a survival of a 
false creed. It is the dawn of atrue one. For when man 


Breathes in our soul, informs our mortal part, 
As full, as perfect, in a hair as heart; 

As full, as perfect, in vile maa that mourns 

As the rapt seraph that adores and burns 

To bim, no high, no low, no great, no 8 rall, 
He fille, he bounds, connects, and equals all.” 

This is the kind of Omnipotence and Infinity we like, we 
adore, and are filled with its beauty, power, and sublimity; 
it is fit for adoration, Cease to teach us justice, mercy, or 
goodness, or call in your outside, hell-making God, your 
author of all things, with the system you charge him with 
making, and which, if true, must, by force of infinit law, 
be carried into -hideous, urjast, unmerciful, and hellish ex- 
ecution, Ratner abandon such a creed, and call in your 
whole hell connected system, and do not again rebel against 
God, : 


SO : 
^ [From the National Reformer,] 


True Loyalty. 


Iam not “loyal.” And at this declaration the ordinary 
orthodox mind stands aghast. Possibly the rarer unortho 
dox mind is not destitute of shock. To the former, loyalty 
means respectability and propriety, and to the latter that 
same * loyalty” is apt to convey an impression other than 
the impression borne in upon my mind as I write the words 
“Iam not loyal? The word loyalty has to so many folk 
the significance of ita derivation. I: is not in that signifi 
cance that it is used by me at this moment. All the world 
koows that loyalty, etymologicilly, is connected with the 
French “loi,” a law. It is my hope that I should be the 
last to be one who is not law-abiding. But the word loyalty 
has, after a long and checkered history, arrived, as so many 
words arrive, at a meaning of a very special nature, having 
little or nothing to do with its primary derivation meaning, 
It I understand it rightly, loyalty in its ordinary significance 
means superstition. It implies a belief in certain individuals 
possessing certain properties because they bear cert sin titles. 
Loyalty to-day means a resp^ct amounting to reverence for 
particular people (or for people who are not particular) be- 
-cause they are labeled, in a museum of antiquities, king or 
queen, prince or princess, Mr. Herbert Spencer has shown 
the successiv stages of the superstitious belief in the rulers 
of men. Belief in them as gods (Thor), as god-descended 
(Romulus), as god-appointed (Saul, and even Victorla by the 
grace of God our queen and governor), as with god-rights 
over. subj cts (Charles I ), and to-day as glfted with the 
higher attributes of humanity, such as beauty, honor, grace, 
power (the Prince of Wales). Ordinary loyalty is but the 
survival of this oli belief in rulers as something more than 
ordinary mortals, It is the remnant of the ancestral super- 
stition that kings were deities, Regarding loyalty, there- 
fore, in this sense, I am very heartily disloyal, and, indeed, 
I know no greater ill of those at present burdening humanity 
than loyalty in this especial sense. The little child, of 
‘almost any grade of society, asked it it loves Qrcen Victo~ 
ria, answers unhesitatingly, “ Yes!” and few are at the 
pains to show the child the worse than folly of such a reply, 
In the old days love and reverencs for the monarch did 
mean something. There was ability to be loved and 
revered. The kings then were in advance of their time 
But to-day! It is very, very sad when one reflects upon 
the eager devouring of the Court news by the foolish of 
both sexes to consider the mean nature of these beings 
of to-day. There was a King Alfred once, with his trans- 
lations of ** Bæda’s E :clesiastical Aistory,” then the history 
of the nation, into Eaglisb, and with his tranlsation of the 
** Consolations of Philosophy of Boethius " into the vernao- 
ular, There was a Charlemagne, whose court was the home 
not alone of the knights but of the artists of that time. 
There was a Robert of Sicily to whom Boccaccio savg and 
told quaint tales, à Jobu o' Gaunt who was friend of Chau- 
cer. Henry VIIL, king of England, was sufficiently able 
to write a “ D-fense of the Szven Sicraments.” 

But with the advent of the Bo tian Guelphs at latest 
came the period of monarchical nonage. The dislike for 
* painting and boetry,” and all forms of art and science, 
runs in the main through the race. Is it possible to con. 
ceive of the present monarch reading and understanding 
Shelley, or the heir to the crown studying Shakspere? 
Does one ever hear of apy great scientific thinker, or of 
any eminent writer, being '' honored " with the intimacy of 
queen or of prince? The former, of course, delights the 
acxious eyes of her loving subjacta by the frequent presen- 
tation of her person to them, especially in Ireland, touches 
their hearts by telegraphic messages in relation to men slain 
under a wicked war policy of which she approves, honora 
them by special invitation of the meu they hav with terrible 
unanimity condemned as evil and as traitors, and encourages 
habits of parental prudence by presenting £3 of her salary 
from the nation to the mothers of triplets. As to the Prince 
of Wale:, his intimate acquaintance with every branch of 
modern science, his advanced position in the van of modern 
thought and progrese, his close connection with all the best 
thinkers of his time, and the high moral tone and purity of 
his life, are as creditable to the E glish nation that pays a 
salary to this person as to the person himself. These are, 
in truth, but sorry substitutes for the really strong men and 
women of the past, The only defense I hav personally ever 
heard from the most devoted sdmirers of the future king of 
England ie, “Ob, he’s such s jolly fellow!” The most lofty 
adj-ctiv applied to the heir to the throne is “jolly.” Now 
jollity is a very desirable quality as adjunct to other more 
notable ones, But jollity as the summum bonum I believe 
no philosopher has yet noted. “ He is so good-natured!” 
cry the ladies deprecatingly. But something more than 
mere good nature is required for a true men-leader. Good 
brains, nay, good life, are both better than good nature. 

Are we then to deny ourselvs of the use of the word loyal 
altogether? Surely not, Entirely eliminating this ite evil 
sense that has grown around it by “damned custom,” we 


favored few, when be reveres only him or her that works 

and has no manner of respect for those who play only, when 
"| his luyalty is only extended to those that are loyal to hu- 
manity and is withheld from the traitors to mankind, then 
wil! be the happier and holier time for the which we long 
and strive, , 

Ot theYaithfulness of Freethinkers and of republicans 
one to another and to their common mistress, Liberty, 
there is little need to speak. Indeed in thia Journal dwell- 
ing upon this even by one who has had no opportunity of 
demonstrating how far the good ir fluence has spread might 
seem in the words of Portia to ‘come too near the praising 
of myself," But none can read the account of the recep- 
tion given to D. M. Bennett, of New York, himself fore- 
most among the faithful, none can observe the quiet, unos- 
tentatious heroism of the many privates in our army, with- 
out grateful recognition of the faithfulness of the thought- 
ful ones. ; 

In nothing more does this thorough fidelity shine out 
than in its swift and accurate perception of avy attack upon 
Freedom, no matter in what specious guise it comes, Ia 
America aed in our own country we hay seen men and 
women defending utterances not in thorough consonance 
with their own feelings, because in the attack on those 
nttersnceg they recognized side-blows at liberty. And 
the 200,000 of America and the thousands in Eagland of the 
nameless heroes were as true in the trying hour as their lead- 
ers, Atthe present moment a like difficulty faces us. Free- 
dom of speech is menanced in Ireland. Much as many radi- 
cal Eaglish people must be pained at certain words that hav 
fallen from the lips of the men of my own blood, deeply 
as they must deplore the sad acts that hav occurred, and 
hav not in many notable instances been condemned with an 
outspoken condemnation, yet must they recoguiz: the attack 
even now made upon freedom of speech. The defense of 
her is of primal importance, At all costs must she be de- 
fended, let her entourage be what it may. It is cases such 
as this that make our loyal!y to liberty at once more diff. 
eult.and more glorious, .. The foolish folk cannot understand 
why we, not sympathizing with many of the utterances of 
Irish Ridicale, are yet prepared to p'ead, and todo more than 
plead, for their right to perfect freedom of speech, To the 
foolish people life ijs so very simple, Its complexity does 
Bot enter into their calculations. The Tory in politica and 
the religious person in metephysics hav a cut and dried 
formula adapted to all requirements, The little decimals of 
advancing thought, of varying circumstances, of altered 
human relationship never trouble them by throwing out the 
accuracy of their cut and dried formu's But with the 
Radical and the Freetninker no stereotyped rule is of per- 
sistent value, Formu's are ina constant state of variation, of 
alteration, of improvement. Life is defined as the conatant 
adjustment of internal to external relationships. The life 
of a Tory or of a reilgionist is akin to the existence of a 
fossil animal. There is the outward semblance of a living 
being. But there is no response of the being to the ceaseless 
changes of the environment, It is inert. It is like God, 
horribly the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. But the 
activ, thinking, Jiving man hasto alter and to adopt bimself 
to the changed clrcumatances around him, but he may re- 
main a living mind. And the loftier the life, the more com- 
plex are the relationships. Hence the diversity among rad- 
ical politicians and the dead sameness of their opponents, 
Hence from the foolish the charge of inconsistency when 
Eaglish Radicals, disapproving of much that is said and done 
by their Irish brothers, yet are resolved to stand by their 
side at this hour. Herein you are most consistent to your 
high complex life, most truly loyal to your mistress, Free- 
dom. E B. AvEuLiNG, D. 8c. 

m iil i 

A CANDID Exposition oF THE ATHANASIAN CREED BY 
AN ORTBoDox Priget.—When we remember: how the 
church has refined upon, and how enormously it has added 
to, the simple revelation of God, given in the holy scrip- 
ture ; how it has babbled of the three persona in the one 
substance of the sscred trinity, of the three incomprehen- 
sibles, which are yet one incomprehensible; of the three 
uncreated, who are yet one uncreated ; of the three al- 
mighties, who are yet one almighty; when we remember 
under what awful penalties it has bidden us, ** Worship one 
God in trinity, and trinity in unity, neither confounding 
the persons nor dividing the substance,” we cannot affect 
much surprise that men who want facts rather than words 
hav revolted from this terrible cloud of technicalities ; we 
cannot even pronounce their revolt an altogether unreason- 
able or unhéalthy one ; we Can cee, we are bound to admit, 
that the church is largely to blame for their unbelief ; we 
can see and admit that it was very natural for them to 
assume that, iostead of knowing all about the great unknow- 
able God, ar the church affected to do, we really know 
nothing whatever about him.—Sam. Cow's Genesis of Evi. 


Too muce cannot be said in praise of LA B. Bell's new 
work, — Ela E. Gibson, 


recognizes that his duty isto all fellow-men and not to a ` 


(Continued from page 805.). ; 
went out by the steam- -cars after the morning Jec- 
ture, and returned ia time for the evenisg lecture. 

I proudly accepted an invitation to dinner from 
Dr. Aveling. His brother and Miss Townsend made 
np the quartette. The dinner was served at the 
Criterion, one of the finest restaurants in London, 
and in the world, Is has five eplendid dining halls, | 
and everything is in the highest style. The hall in 
which we took our dinner is richly embellished with 
fine statuary, paintings, etc. The dinner was an ex- 
tensive one, and took us nearly an hour and a half to 
dispatch. After this was over wé attended the 
Criterion Theater, it being an appendage. of the 
same extensive establishment. Dr. Aveling had 
provided a private box foroür party, and to a casual 
observer it could hardly have been known that we 
were not of the aristocracy of the city. The entire 
evening passed most pleasantly. I afterward had 
the pleasure of eating another dinner with Dr. 
Aveling at the same establishment. 

Upon Mr. Bradlaugh’s return from his lecturing 
tour I called upon him and his daughters in the por- 
tion of the city called St, John's Wood, in the north- 
west quarter, and a very pleasant part of tbe town. 
The visit was a pleasant one ; it was too early for 
dinner (from 6 to 9 P. m. being dinner hours), but 
refreshments were duly served. I called several 
times upon the worthy. veteran Mr. Truelove at his 
place of business on Holborn street.. There are 
probably few better men living. I always found 
him genial and friendly. 

One evening I passed very pleasantly with Mr. 
Charles Watts (editor of the Secular Review) and 
hie family. His wife is a very intelligent and pleas- 
ant lady, They live in the southeast portion of the 


ture field, speaking several times 2 week in various 
pns of the country. . He is likewise publisher of 

reethought books and pamphlets. He speaks some 
of visiting the United States in the course of two or 
three years ; if he does the Liberals of America will 
doubtless have an opportunity to see him and hear 
him. I met at his house Mr. Charles C. Cattell, of 
Birmingham, a well-kuown and long time Free- 
thought writer and. leoturer. I found him very 
genial, sociable, and witty. 

I passed two evenings with Mr. John 8, Dryden 
in the north part of the city. He kindly spent sev- 
T days with me in August, showing me the city 
Bighis. 
ea mala lady, aud Mrs. Flint, an interesting person 
to visit with. Here I also met Mrs. Dr. ae S. An- 

 drews, whose home is in Kipton, O. She is now on 

. a visit to England. Her parents are quite aged and 
live at Norwich. Mrs. Dryden is her sister. These 
evenings passed pleasantly away. 

I subsequently became acquainted with Dr. Chas. 
R. Drysdale, editor of the Malthusian, and found 
him a very inteligent gentleman and an earnest 
worker in the line of reform to which he directs his 
principal attention. He is a very worthy man. I 
have made the acquaintance of several other worthy 
persons of our way of. thinking, but I will not par- 
ticularize further now. Suffice it to say, the Free- 
thinkers of London have cordially extended to me 
the hand of fellowship and recognition, and I shall 
long gratefully remember their ae 

Fraternally yours, D. M. B. 


ret 

“Thought ” Again. 

! On pages 810 and 811.Mr. Ohapman replies at some length 
I : to our criticisms upon bis views en the subject. of thought, 


j f though he seems not to disprove anything we said orto 


I upset our prepositions, - 
! He claims that we “misapprehended ” him, but he ioe not 


show it. His quotations, on the contrary, show that we did 
not misapypiehend him, .We did not -pretead to quote his 
precise words, but we did not misrepresent him. 

The grounds of difference between us is about the nature 

of thougkt. -He seems. to regard thought or mind as a pri- 
mary element in nature or the universe, which enters into 
end acts upon living bodies and brains the same as the 
ergiveer or mechonic acts upon an engin. We cannot see 
this to be correct, and regard thought as a product of intri- 
cate organizition in a way similar to that in Which sensa- 


eate organiz tion.. We fail to see that he givs any proof of 
the correctoesa of his theory. 

Hie makes considerable use ot the ‘word “ element ” but 
not with perfect clearness He first says: ‘There isa wide 
distinction between substance and its properties, Prop- 
{ erties are always abstract; elements, concrete." He 
| pext says: ‘In the live bud there is an invisible element 

of real substance which contains all the ijndividualized 
elements of the tree which are lacking,in the dead bud. 
.  ldonot call this life element or principle a property, 
; but an element," etc. There seams to be gome confusion 
here ; in one instant “elements ” are concrete—a coalition 
E of separate particles in one bcdy—and in the next an invis- 
t ible, impalpabie, principle lo chemistry an element is a 
simple, iudivieible form of v auer; thus hydrogen, oxygen, 
E earb: n; iron, lead, aud g ld are elemente, i To Call life or 
: tbe life prixeiple* an element like: ; hee is holly without 
; warrant, and cannot be demonstrated. “If the lite prindiple 
3 js an element, Mr. Chapman ought to be able to produce it 
jn its separate, unmixed, concrete state, as hydrogen and 


are unlike, 
their organizations, it is probable that their minds would be 
city. Mr, Watts is also pretty steadily in the lec-| 

theory, all draw the same element from the same mighty 
reservoir, but all draw a different article, a different kind of 
element, 


farther and-more distinctly tham others ; some ati see hest 
in a strong light, some can see best in the dark ; some are 
vastly more powerful or muscular than others ; some move 
with far greater activity than others ; 
son far better (han others; some "remember far more 
correctly than others; and all this does not depend upon 
the mighty reservoir trom whencs elements are drawn, but 
upon the ever-varyiug organizations producing these endless 
results. 


I made the acquaintance of his mother, an are wholly “latent in the rocks,” or that all the “elements 


are ground out of or evólved from granit." While it is true 
that by the action of the air, moisture, the sun, and frost 
the rocks hav been decomposed and soils evolved, from 
which plants, vegetables, and fruits hav grown, which in 
their turn hav produced and sustained animal and human 
life, it is equally true that granit has not done it all. 
tricity, magnetism, light, heat, chemical affinity, and all the 
subtle forces of nature, hav performed their share and 
entered into the process producing the grand result. Grahit, 


tions—feeling, hearing, and seeing—are the results of intri- 


A^ 
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oxygen are produeed. Chemists never claim they hav dis- 
covered an element until-they are able to show some of it |: 
and demonstrate that it ia a substance not susceptible of 
division or decomposition. Can Mr. Chapman do this by 
the life principle? Itis far more correct. to say that it is a 
result, a property, a consequence, than that. it is an element. 
‘Iv is the same with thought ; it is a result, a fuoction, not a - 
| primary element. It cau only exist in connection with an, 
intricate organization adapted to its production. It is quite | 
as reasonabie to claim that: sight and hearing are elements, 

simple, primary existences, as that thought and the life 
principle are. "Uatil Mr. Chapman ean produce. these ele- 
menta in a disuuited state, he cannot truthfuily claim them 
to be elements, 

If thought, or mind, or life:force, or **spirit-matter,"*- is 
an elemeat, and fills the '' mighty roservoir " of *' space 
throughout the universe,” it must be homogeneous, and the 
drafts made upon it by different ‘individuals must'be uni- 
form in Character. Oxygen is always the same, and one 


p 


sample drawn from the “mighty reservoir” of nature is, 


"ever unlike another sample; and so it should be with Mr. 
Chapman’s mind, or ''life element,” if he is ‘correct. If 
ininds and thoughts are simply this element, our minds 
sheuld bealike; there should be no difference save, perhaps, 
in the quantity abstracted from the gregt reservoir, and the 
minds of animals should belike the minds of men, But 
this is very far from being the case. No two minds are 
alike ; no two individuals are the same, either among ani- 
mals or mier, All are largely unlike each other, and because 
their organizations are unlike. This fact alone wholly die- 
proves Mr. Chapman’s theory. The sole reason for the 


never-ending differences between the minds of men and 
animals and between individuals of the same species is the 
ceaseless divergence in organizitions, If the minds of two 
are unlike, it is because their brains and their other organs 
If two individuals could be found just alike in 


found very similar ; whereas, according to Mr. Chapman'a 
Some animals hear more acutely than others ; some see 


sOme think and rea- 


No sensible person pretends that all life and mind forces 


Elec- 


hydrogen, oxygen, carbon, electricity, chemical affinity, 
digestion, and assimilation equally perform their part in 
producing organizitions which see, hear, and think. ' Granit 
does not do it all; and until an element or existence can be 
found outside of nature itis the hight of folly to look for 
another creating power or element, 

Of course life is an intricate subject, not easily explained, 
but it is very safe to conclude that it is entirely within the 
domain of nature; that it possesses nothing but what is 
obtained from matter and the forces inherent in it. This 
is just as true of the highest organization, ef the largest 
orbs in existence, as it is of the simplest forms of life and 
of crystallization. All forms of life and organization may 
‘be said to hav their era or lifetime; and when what is 
termed death or decomposition takes place, there i is, in one 

sense, no death, but decomposition for new life. Not an 
atom of matter has really died or become inert, but set free 
to form new associations. "Theidea of dead or inert matter 
is an absurdity. There is not an atom of. matter in exist- 
ence to-day but what possesses the same capabilities, the 
same facility for combining with other atoms, that it ever 
possessed. When a tree falls and decomposes, its atoms are 
not inert, but full of the power for new combinations and 
new life. It is the same with decomposed animals, and 
probably with decomposed worlds, the very ashes of which 
are gusceptible of entering into the formation of new 
worlds. Millions of years muy be requisit:for these pro- 
longed evolutons, but the principle is the same. Organ- 
isms obtain nothing from nature or matter not inherent in 
them, and neither force nor matter can be destroyed, Life 
and thought are equally products of nature, and the prod- 


pendent, individual elements or existences, 
-e 


An Infidel Abroad. 


This will be the title of our Letters from Europe, and they 
will be issued in a volume of 800 pages, neatly bound, for 
$1.50, including: postage, Those: who wish a copy will 
please gend in their names. 


> 


A Favor Requested... 

We wish to bav the names aud post «flüce:addresses of 
‘Liberal people all over the country. “Wiik frierids send us 
r list: "of euch names 1 "Fo those who will send.us'such lists 
"we will nail d 'good Pook or pamphlet in- próportion to the 
number of names sent, The names of those not taking THE 
TRUTH SEEKER desired, 


ucts of organization cannot be proved to be ample, inde- | 


. Features of Yolume VILL. 


"Among. the features of the new volume: of: THE Teora 
SEEKER for 1881 may. be named tbe following:: 3 

1. A Serres or ABLE ARTIOLES BY T. B. WaxEMAN, by 
particular request, No. 1 will appear in the issue tor:Jan. 
ist, The same will also appear simultaneously in the: Bos- 
ton Investigator. ) 

2 A D&BaTE BETWEEN Mus. ANNIE Buran AND: THE 
Rev. A. HATCHAxD.— Held in the Hall of Science, London, 
i 25th and Deo, ist, upon the following propositions: 

1. ‘That the Jesus of the gospelsis a "historical charac- 
ter," Mr. Hatchard affirming, Mrs. Besant denying. 2. 
** That the influence of Christianity on the world. has "been 
injurious,” Mrá Besant affirming, Mr. Hatchard denying. 
This debate, reported verbatim; possesses peculiar’ intérést, 
It will be taken from the JV tional Reformer. ` 

8. Best SELECTIONS OF RaDICAL ARTICLES, from ^Eng- 
lish Reviews and Magsz' nes; alao from. the’ National Re- 
former and the Secular Review. 

4 SuNDay SERMONS, FROM TRUTH. —These are able, 
unique, and in'eresting One will appear each week, ^ 

5. Waar I:Dow'r BzLrEVE.— These articles; so popular 
two years ago, will be resumed and continued till completed, 

6. WHAT OBJECTIONS ‘to CHRISTIANITY ?—The discus- 
sion between Mr. G. R. Mair and the editor of TuE TRuTH 
SEEKER, This will be resumed at an early day and prose- 
cuted to completion, 

7. FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. — Having effected ar- 
rangements with several friends in Europe to write for Tum 
TRUTH SEEKER, to keep its readers advised as to what is 
tranepiring in Freethought circles, this will Prove ; an ac- 
ceptable acquisition, . 

8. A New Dnzss.— This wil be a new feature of con- 
siderable interest to our readers.: It has no doubt: been 
noticed by many that the type from which Tae Trova 
SEEKER has been printed has become much worn, and not 
as legible às it should be, Number 1 of the new volume 
will be in new type all around. This subjecta us to consid- 
erable expense, but the interests of our readers demand it. | 
It is for them we work. Every one will undoubtedly wel- 
come the new dress. 

In addition to these features others will be added from 
time to time. The attention to contributors and "corre- 
spondents will not be abated. "The paper will ring with no 
uncertain sound. It will be positiv and fearless—not 
ambiguous, conservativ, or time-serving. It ‘will be out- 


spoken and independent, though some may thereby take 


offense. 

Another feature will be noticeable. We shall hav less to 
say personally than for the past three months. And per- 
haps right here we owe our readers an apology for our extra 
long letters from Europe. We were not aware when writ- 
ing them that they would occupy so much space. We hav 
undoubtedly presumed too far upon the patience of our 
readers, One more letter, however, will finish the Séries, 

Another thing that may be mentioned ds the fact that 
fifty-three numbers of Taz TRuTH SEEKER will be sent out 
in 1881—a paper being issued on both the first; day. and last 
day of the year. This counts so much to the advantage of 
subscribers, 

In consideration of all these features, together with those 

which hav hitherto distinguished THE TRUTH PERKER, it is 
hoped that all the: present patrons will remain loyal, and 
that many new subscribers may be obtained, It is to be 
hoped that those who hav indicated a deterinination. to dis- 
continue will change their mind, renew their courage, and 
still ** hold:the fort." A true soldier will not turn his back 
to the foe in the time of battle. 
. We hav decided to send two copies of the first ñumber 
of the new year to each so he may hav one to,use in 
obtaining a new subscriber or two, This will subject us to 
a heavy expense, but we trust our friends will Bee. that we are 
not losers by it. They can make it a gain to us if they will 
only resolve to do so. There is hardly a reader but what 
can get à new subscriber if he says he vll. Some can get 
five, and some can procure ten. We will:send a handsome 
present to the one who ‘sends the greatest number of 
new subscribers, Let it be Temembered that we hav 
offered very generous premiums for new ‘subscribers, Let 
every one be thinking where he can place the. extra copy to 
do the most good in obtaining new patrons. -Let those who 
think they cán use more papers to advantage, inform us of 
the fact, and we will forward more, . Friends, let us mske 
‘big effort.to increase the number of readers of Taz TRUTH 
SEBKER. Please consider yourselves as atock-holders, or 
part ownets of the paper, suo d do all you can to increase itg 
usefulness. B 


Moses Hull and the ** Commoner.” 


: One year ago Moses Hull started a radical,.ted-hot, saucy, 
spünky Greenback paper, which they called:the Qommoner; : 
it has thus far been one of the ablest exchanges reaching 
‘this office. -To-day:we learn that Moses Hull has sold his 
interest in the Commoner to Mr. Prescott Robinson, an en- 
ergetic business: man `of. Boston, who. ig.going to try to 
make it’ one of the níost thorough: business papers in 
the country.’ D. W. Hull, wo ‘was once editor of the Anti- 
Monopolist, and afterward of the New Erà, ‘and who has for 
the past year. been: ; managing editor of ihe. “Commoner, 88- 
sumes the entire editoria! management of: the Commoner, 
Moses Hull, who has ‘been © ‘Speaking: to‘ the Becond Society 
of Spiritualists during thé: last month, ig now:to re-enter the 


lecture field and lecture.as the; Way. may open on Spiritual- 


ism, Liberalism, and. political- reform. ;.He; accompanied 
by Ms ie Sawyer Bill, starté fòr the West:from New York 

i & En pro i ly continue their westward 
cangiscy. and Australia and on around 


uar 
as through San. 
the world. 
As a lecturer on any of the above subjects Moses Hull ig 


4 


everywhere recognized as a full team, and as an improv- 
isatrice and musician Mrs. Hull has few equals, Moses 
; Hull, we understand, will continue his discussion at pres- 
ent going on in the Commoner, act ag editorial contributor, 
and resume. his eccentric and trite. Broad-Brim letters. 
Knowing all the parties, we wish them success. 
re hs ee 


W. 8. BELL is having a debate with Dr. Moran in Paine 
Hal) Boston, on '*"he Existence of a Supreme Being." 
'The debate has been going on for several Bundays before 

: Jarge and intelligent audiences, composed of Christians and 
Liberals. The press of the city speaks of the discussion as 
being conducted with ''courtesy and decided ability ” on 
the part of both disputants. After concluding this debate, 

. Mr. Bell will go West on a lecturing trip. : 

HowzvgR much people may differ as to the wisdom of 
wine.drinking. those who do.drink should drink only thé 
purest, and the attention of such is called to Mr. Bischel’s 
advertisement in this issue. 

: — E 
u ViNDICATOR," please to sebd your name and address 
to us or to T. B. Wakeman, 93 Nassau st., N. Y. Anony- 
‘mous communications cannot be used by him or us. 
tl MÀ 

Was believe it is at last settled that Prof. W. F. Jamieson, 
Materialist, and Moses Hull, Spiritualist, are to hava discus- 
-aion on Spiritualism in this city early in January. ; 


LzAGUR Man No. 2 is out. It contains much matter of 
interest to the Liberal Leagues. Address T, C. Leland, 201 
East Seventy-first street, New York. 

—— — d 9—————————- 

Con. R. G. INGERSOLL’s new lecture, ‘‘ What Must We 
Do to be Saved ?" is just being brought out in pamphlet 
.form. Price, 25 cents, ec 

ee 

Tuose who wish extra copies of THE TRUTH BEEEER 
with which to obtain new subscribers will be supplied. 

rn : 

Tuam following note of distress is from a worthy sister 
who isin trouble. *' Blessed are the merciful.” 

LoUurisvILLE, Ky. 

Dean Reapers OF THE TRoTH BEEZKEB: ''Alhaza," 
whose articles hav appeared of late ia Tex TRUTH SEEKER, 
is now among strangers, in a forlorn and suffering condi- 
tion. lf kind friends will send a few stamps for her relief, 


to Tue TRUTH SEEKER office, they will be thankfully 
received. Respectfully yours, ALHAZA, 


———— d$ .9———————— 
Personal. 
"Growds.of people flocked to hear the Hughes-Jamieson 


debate in Illinois. Mr. Jàm!eson'is'on hin wey-Eeatto meat. 


Moses Hull in a debate in New York city. December 16th, 
17th, 18:h, and 19th he will giv acourse of lectures in 
Garrettsville, Ohio, Will begin debating with Moses Hull 
some time between December 22d and January 8th, Liber- 
als wanting lectures in the East may address him, Garretts- 


ville, Ohio. 


` Not Dead but Sleeping. 


I read a copy of L, L. Man, 
and sent probably by you, Tor 
! jartily thank you. It contained a portion of the 
a Wo hags at Ghicago, in which I feel a deep interest. My 
sympathies are entirely in unison with Wakeman and your- 
self on that issue. Ican only feel deep chagrin and morti- 
fication at the course of Col. Ingersoll, and more so as I hav 
heretofore regarded him as invincible. I feel, for one, that 
the mighty has indeed fallen. But then one can get used 
` to anything, and as I glance at my seven Or eight volumes 
of the Indez, and think of Abbot as he was and is, startling 
news ceases to startle, and great events are belittled. And 
Green has weakened, too, and a few others, Well, what 


mext ? . " ; L 
ing Yankton in June, I organized & League 
On tn, and tarnished them with a hall at my own cost 


nt free), furnished it and put up & sign, 
{a toom d esque D o pes Fraternity, Equality.' 
Phe sign is still there, but the League, Iam told, is dead, 
and Lhav recently rented the room for a carpenter shop. 
So much for Liberalism in Peru ain tor tb ohare 
ges nothing (as we ha 

and | ares Px Pared copies of constitution and by-laws), and 

: all weakened. "The property, including the charter, is now 
in the hands of Wm. H. Werdebaugh, & dear, good, earnest, 
honest brother, who will deliver T ovar S the deus 
never it comes to life. ga . 

À get ae John Treadway, S. R. Fulton, Wm. H. Wer 
""debaugh, Smith, the barber, Chris. Hameister, Wm. n in- 
- hardt, and a few others would gladly goon. lam hw y to 
turn out my carpenter, and will gladly do so at any time the 
nts the hall at the old terms, though get eight 


Pe y th forit 
dollars a mon e x 
i ` C. Leland a debt of gratitude for the 
We TUARI ds Da ttered in behalf of truth and 
hree years. I hav been one 


l t 
many noble words he has u 
j ing | t two or t 
right doing for the las aae ip ua os one 
SEEKER began I hav 


isciples since you first 
ud. ober wir on THE TRUTH X. A ers 
allowed no word of yours to escape me.: "There are aow 
Liberals here, but my luck at Yankton discourages n i n 
trying to organ Z3 them into a League a aati oranges 
get bener a guolet yoy requested. e 
who me TD T Nov, 21, 1880. D. P. Wincox; 
2 ituation at Yankton does look discouraging. 
east eR very. unfavorable, All is not lost, There 
ood elements there yet for the revival and foundation 
per ermsnent activ auxiliary. Without dispossessing your 
s br isn't there some Liberal in Yankton who has a 
eae arlor or room that the League could meet in, not 
Amo d often; say once a month, and on cheaper terms? 
Bo ien tent again on & new plan; and when they do meet 
; Vet alt come-together.régolutely and faithfully, bring out the 
‘qomen and children, and make the occasion | interesting. 
jf they will come together every month after they receivd 


T. C. LELAND, Dear Sir: 
forwarded from Yank on, 


their League. Man, and read and talk that over, it will 
secure the transaction of monthly League business of more 
importance than any of you now know. The very object 
of that little paper is to giv the auxiliariés something to do 
to aid the work at. headquarters, and something to talk 
about and discuss every month. We wish the auxiliaries to 


look upon it as they would a private letter from the League | 
President, Secretary, and Treasurer, requiring attention ' 
and an answer. We shall always hav something in it that "- 


will make reading and discussion interesting. Also start a 
library after the plan of our ever suggestiv Elmina, which 
is very good indeed. t 
.I print these suggestions to you because theré are a few 
other auxiliaries in the Yankton situation, and-these remarks 
will apply to them algo, 
every one, either that they are dead, dying, or still liv. 
Liberalism is perhaps in the main safe in this country, and 


nothing can put us altogether back to the Dark Ages; but |’ 


organization will put us rapidly forward and make our 
supremacy sure. There is some way by which we can 
strongly and successfully organize. Let us keep experi-- 
menting till we hit the right way. Perhaps the first thing 
is to organize the faithful, the devoted, the few who will 
make sacrifices. Make a sworn and compacted cohort of 
them, and they will fire the hearts of the million. Giv the 
rest no rest. At all events, let all hands and hearts stand 
by the League. T. C. LELAND. 
——————— N B9——————— 
Get from Under. 


. Montrose, IowA,'Nov. 24, 1880. 
Bro. T. C. LELAND: Inclosed you will find twenty-five 
cents for the Monthly Bulletin. 

This town, containing one thousand inhabitants, has five 
churches, containing forty-five members, all told, and one- 
half of them of a doubting mind; the balance are so-called 
Infidels. -But most of the ungodly are too tender-hearted 
to acknowledge it; they seek after popularity too much to 
be strictly honest, at the same time they do not take inter- 
est enough in these popular themes to attend church. We 
hav a few independent Freethinkers here that are not afraid 
to proclaim their moral thought from the housetop. 

J hav taken THE TRUTH BEEEKER for four or five years, 
and consider jt a valuable paper. Long may it liv. My 
best wishes to you and all Liberals, hoping we may see the 
day when this country will be ruled by honest men and not 
by a bonded Christianity, a hellish aristocracy, a long-faced 
hypocrisy, à deceitful priesthood, and an enemy of the 
devil, who is the best man of the two. A, CRANDALL, 


On your showing of the Liberal situation in Montrose, it 
is the very place where there ought to be a Liberal League. 
Let the few independent Freethinkers unite in a society, 
bring your women and children out to meeting; lecture, or 
read or sing for yourselves if you hav no regularly ordained 


Infidel preacher; and, depend upon it, your Infidel minis- 
trations of divine grace will soon be the most popular 
church in town... The few, firat moving in the matter, will | g 
Buy or rent one of the five im- 
poverished churches, and see if you can’t fill that one with 


giv courage to the many. 


more than the forty-five members which all the others hav. 
The National League needs every shoulder to the wheel, 


and there, in Montrose, stand leaning up against orthodox 


fences, plenty of idle Liberal shoulders looking on and let- 


ting others do the whirling. This must no longer be the 


low, subordinate condition of things in Montrose; and you, 
Mr. Crandall, can stop it. I inclose you a form of applica- 
tion for a Liberal League charter. Just you start out and 
see how many names with a little money you can get signed 
toit. If you really cannot do it yourself, put it into the 
hands of some other Liberal who can do it. Anyhow get it 
done. 

You may think it a small matter—one little League in a 
village of one thousand inhabitants; but I assure you. the 
whole world needs the support and influence of Montrose, 
and then Montrose needs the happy back-action help of the 
whole world, Each for all and all for each is the law. Now 
you are without influence; organized, you at once become a 
power. As you are, those forty-five church members gov- 
ern you. They make the popularity, and you submit to it. 
By their compacted social and sacramental standing together 
they decree the moral, social, and even political code; while 
you, many times more numerous, more honest, more intel- 
lectual, are only & well-informed, thoughtful, but unorgan- 
ized mob, and you submit to the decrees of the organized 
few. 

L beg you to come out of that slough of subjugation. The 
League will help you do it if you will contribute your quota 
of volunteers to the League. The recruiting sergeant is in 
your midst Please giv him respectful attention. 

Very sincerely, T. C. LELAND. 


P.8, — This fits a thousand places in the United States as 
well as Montrose, The recruiting sergeant is abroad in them 
too. Wet them all look to their chances for enlistment. I 
will forward the necessary papers on application, 

201 Hast Tist street, N, Y. T. C. L. 


World Formation. 


To THE Eprrorn OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Astrono- 


mers will be compelled to abandon the condensation theory 
of world formation. 
enough for the geological and zoological changes. Prof. 
Simon Newcomb, in his “Popular Astronomy,” third 
edition, estimates. that at the present rate of radiation the 
sun will be reduced to one-half ita present volume in five 
million years; that its contraction from indefinit space bas 


taken not more than eighteen million years, and that the 


earth, in its life-supporting state, has not existed more than 


ten million years. , 


These inevitable deductions fram the condensation theory 


are at wat with the certain data of geology. Take only a 


single one: From recent -examinatioug of the bone deposits 


jia Devonshire cave it is,certain that man existed at Jeaat 


We wish to hear something from |: 


Jt does not begin to allow time 


one million years ago. Now if man, the crown of animate 
creation, has inhabited this earth one million years, what 
must be the age of the lowest animal and vegetable life? 
Is not the limit of earth life to ten million years too short 
by many hundreds if not thousands of millions of years? 

: Thé accretion hypothesis of world formation is not thus 
hampered, but allows ample time for geological changes ' 
and the evolution of man, i 
Furthermore, how easily it accounts for the internal and 
external heat of worlds { Gravity alone must cause internal 
heat in proportion to the diameter of the planet ; snd when 
a heavenly body attaing & most prodigious size, like some 
of the nebuls, it necessarily becomes gaseous, W. H. B. 

Washington, D. O., Dec. 10, 1880. i 


Must Hav a God, but His God is Material. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Charles 
E. Townsend, in an article in last week's TRUTH SEEKER, 
saya, ** The universe is composed of intelligent and non-in- 
telligent materials, the former as mind matter,” etc, That 
this intelligent, infinit, materia) mind-matter acts on the 
non intelligent matter mechanically, producing all the phe. 
nomenal acts of unintelligent matter. Hence, without this 
mind-force, which is materia), and is God, there could be 
no action in the universe of matter; all nature would be still 
cold and dead, the sun, moon, and stars would not shine, 


'| the winds would not blow, the waters would not run, death 


and desolation would reign complete. Yet this very state 
of things has taken place on our own moon, and thousands, 
yea, millions of worlds throughout the boundless universe, 
may be in the same dead and desolate condition. Where is 
this great mind-force, this almighty material God, in which 
resides all the intelligence of the universe? Has he for- 
Baken these unfortunate dead worlds? : 

I shall not follow friend Towesend's rather long article, 
but merely notice a vital point ortwo, His article is able 
and plausible, but, like all attempts to prove that intelli- 
gence governs matter independent of organization, it must 
prove a failure. It is mistaking the cause for the effect, 
putting the cart before the horse, . 

Nothing is more clear, I think, than that every material 
thing or substance must hav parts, must hav weight or 
measure, must be extended, must hav properties, for without 
| properties of some kind it would be just nothing. Accord- 
ing to the present state of knowledge our world is composed 
of between sixty and seventy simple elements of matter, at 
least they hav resisted all attempts thus far to separate 
them, and hence they are regarded as simple elements, Now 
each of these elements bas separate and distinct properties 
that distinguish it from the others, Thus oxygen has prop- 
erties. that distinguish it from hydrogen and all other ele- 
ments of matter. Oxygen is oxygen, and nitrogen is nitro- 
en under all changes. The elements enter into an unlim- 
ited number of combinations one with another, and readily 
separate again. Now I would ask do these elements act 
thus by their own inherent properties, or is it the flat of 
this intelligent, infinit mind-force that causes them to form 
combinations ? Is it not entirely by chemical action these 
combinations are formed, and not by mechanical action, as 
friend Townsend has it? If matter has the inherent prop- 
erty and potency of producing all these phenomena we see, 
both organic and inorganic, then it is evident that an intel- 
ligent, infinit God or mind-force, or whatever you please to 
call it, is superfluous—would hav nothing to do. We can't 
conceive of the existence of matter without properties, 
whether it is eternal or not ; and if itis eternal, then its 
properties are eterna] also, which would render a God, or 
gods, utterly useless. And if the universe is infinit, unlim- 
ited, and unbounded, there cannot be an infinit and un- 
bounded God, for it is absurd to suppose that two infinit, 
separate, unlimited entitiea can exist in the same infinit, un- 
bounded universe of matter. As well suppose that two 
persons can be in one, $ 

If God is material, he occupies space, and must hava 
location, if he is infinit and unlimited he filis all space, 
and if he fills all space, there cannot possibly be 
room for anything else, Throw away your prejudice 
and look at it calmly, and you will be likely to discover that 
an infinit, unlimited God in an infinit, unlimited universe ig 
an infinit and double-distilled absurdity. When we see a 
person who believes in a flat world, and in witches and 
spooks, we are apt to laugh or treat him with ridicule and 
contempt, but when we see a pretended man of science, 
with a solemn face and a wise look, discourse learnedly 
about a God, either material or immaterial, limited or un- 
limited, although he invariably talks absurd nonsense and 
confusion, if we are only sharp enough to see it, passes him- 
self off very readily for a man of learning and wisdom, 
although in reality his knowledge and wisdom are mot much : 
above those of the man that believes in witches and spooks, 
To believe in Witchcraft and the doings of witches, such as 
making themselys inyisible, passing through Keyholes, and 
doing a great many marvelous and impossible things, ig 
now readily conceded by intelligent persons to be utterly 
absurd and nonsensical ; and yet if we could get rid of oyr 
early impressions and prejudices we might be able to discover 
that the belief in a great monstrosity of a being called God, 
that is material or immaterial, is infinit and unlimited, yet 
is unorganized and without parts, weight, or measure, ig 
supreme in intelligence, power, and wisdom, that exista 
somewhere or everywhere, and yet has no location, is even 
more absurd than the belief in witchcraft. 

We are often told that there can be no effect without & 
Most willingly granted. Friend Townsend wil! per- 
haps agree that matter was never created, but is eternal. 
Then it it eternally existed, its properties are eternal also, 
And we hav the gaily proof before our eyes that matter hag 
the power and potency to produce all the phenomena that 


we feo every where around us. L King, 


cause. 


Communications. 


Missionary Work. 


BELUSBED: Agin is I with you on dis holy. Saturday 
ebenin. Wee rej iced to see you, yes, doubly rejoiced, an’ 
I hopes from de bottom ob my heart dat health has bin your 
lot an’ prosperity a twin to you durin’ de past week. Dis 
last hope I hope with a fervor dat am genuine, for de cards 
has been a runnin’ agin me, an’ de konsekence is your pas- 
tor am a financial wreck, an’ I doesn't want you to look 
‘tother way when dat signal ob distress, de sasser, comes a 
gailin? under your noses, i i A 

Dis am no fittin’ starter for a pulpit effort. It's like par- 
takin’ ob puddin’ before de soup comes on, or a tellin’ de 
point ob a story fust and den go back and ’splain de pre- 
limisaríes. 

l into your minds, an’ if dar am pints you forget in dis sar- 
mon, don’t let de present status ob your pastor’s finances be 
ore ob dem. : 
Dear honeys, I'se a been castin’ my eye ober the orthodox 
field ob stubbles, an’ de great big rank weeds a standin’ in 
de corners, an’ J tick 1’se found a. someficg dar worthy ob 
imitation by we Liberals. At least dat's de way my mind 
was hororcoped de udder night. : 
At dat time I was conversin’ wid Bradder Lemons, an’ I 
sez, '' Brudder, I’se powerful glad to see dat dar am a lubly 
prop ob Jesus in de town ob Brooklyn. I'se glad to see dat 
de lowly an’ gentle Talmage leaves his flock and studies an’ 
goes whar sin an’ jriquity abouns, I'se glad dat his'epan- 
siv voice am a familiar sound in de dance-house an’ de bagn- 
lo, dat he is à dcia’ ob his utmost to raise fallen humanity 
to de ——" An’ what you 'epose dat ole nigger Lemons says? 
Jess dis: *' Shet. your mouff, you ole fool you. Does you 
! tink dat he does all dis visitin’ fur de good ob de poor 

wretches? Don't you know dat he does it simply for de pur- 
[ pose ob panderin' to his depraved taste? If not, why don't 
he help dem? Dd you eber hear ob his takin’ a basket on 
his arm an' servin' out bread to de starvin' or raisin' de head 
ob de fallin’ sister an’ puttin’ her feet on solid ground? Ia 
it dese he goes for? Das de high motivs of philanthropy 
prompt him? Does his heart bleed for de sufferin’ an’ un- 
fortunate? Nuffen ob de sort. He goes hyena-like, nay 
more, he skulks l.ke Comstock, like in de filthy garb ob a 
spy, an’ dat which he sees he goes home an’ multiplies for 
de benefit ob bis fl;ck on de comin’ Sunday. 

“ Poor guileless man, don’t he know dat ebery time he 
speaks he heb among his listeners more depraved hearts 
stagnatin’ underneath de broadcloth an’ silks dan doze a 
beatin’ beneath de rags an’ tawdy finery ob de ones he am 
a villifyin'? Don’t he know dat many ob his male shouters 
am frequent attendants 'pon de whitened sepulchers, an’ 
how many unblushing sisters tune dere shrill voices in 
prayer to Jesus who am probably not utter strangers to—ob 
course I doesn't meaa to say dat de assignation house know 
deir private Koocka, nor, on de udder han’, would I be will- 
in’ to swear dat dey am &ll spotless doves, 

*: But, brudder, don’t you see dat dis am simply clap-trap, 
dese sarmonus ob Talmage? De cheapest kind ob buncombe? 
D'ye 'epose he am sincere in a tryin’ to reform de world by 
a holdin’ up depraved an’ unfortunate humanity? I! so, 
what am de use ob his spendin’so much time in personal in- 
vestigations in de low haunts when he could hab a reporter, 
detectiv, or captain ob police call at his study and in an hour 
giv him more details an’ statistics concernin’ crime an’ its 
haunts dan he cou'd nose out in person in a year? Don't 
you see he has none but de flimsieat ob flimsy ’scuses? All 
dat dis man Talmage cares for am to make de name ob Tal- 
mage known throughout de lan' as de great religious moun- 
tebank, acrob:t, harlequin, an’ clown. An’ he has suc- 
ceeded in makin’ a perfect success ob de same. : 

* Now, brudder, don’t hug de delusion dat dis man or any 
j ob his callin’ care for de poor an’ suffzrin’. All dey: want 
| dem for am to keep dem in de mire whar dey am an’ make 
f use cb dem as a steppin’ stone to Christian popularity. Dey 
t paint dem with lampblack colorin’ 80 as to make de contrast 
| greater when compared wid deir own whitewashed selve. 
It am simply de ole way ob cookin’ an’ servin’ up de “ I am 
l holier dan thou” kind ob fodder, 

" à ** Now, brudder, let's go whar dat ravin’ egotist hag been, 
] but, unlike him, do not let us go to pander toa vile taste, 
or speak harshly an’ falsely ob what we may see," — 

Belubbed, I went wid Brudder Lemons. We entered one 
ob deze places called sinks ob in'quity an’ degradation, an’ 
I strange as it may appear, found honorable women who were 
forced to lead the lives they do or sink in a pauper's grave, 
| Not one in de house but had fallen through the means ob 
some Christian father, husband, or son, Dese holy seducers 
« am pillars oh de church, an’ now tink it deir religious duty 

to turn deir backa upon dose whom da hav ruined, an’ cast 

out to float wid de rubbish in de dark an’ cold corners ob 
. de world. Do dese he saints know dat some ob dem hab 
wives ob de same faith as deir hypocritical selves, who am 

not as true an’ pure as deir once innocent victims am now 1 

Shame on sech mortale, men who pretend to follow in de 

trail ob dat gentle Naz irene who reached out de helpin’ han’ 

to de fa'len, an’ who bid de poor chile to go an'sin no more, 
Dese hypocritical followers change de tune by sayjn’, Go 
an’ sin as much as you please, so long'as you don't bod- 

m der me. ! : ; 
l We cculdn’t help de inmates ob dis house only a little. 
à Dar was a poor, sick girl dar, an’ it seemed dat she was a 
bein’ nussed by de arms ob death. Brudder Lemons left 
m some money for her with which to buy some little delicacies 
t for to smooth death’s pillow, aw I tell you you jees ought to 
: : gee de tears a tricklin' down de poor one’s cheeks an’ down 
E de cheeks ob all de girls at de quiet an' delicate way in 


i which de gift was made. Dey all said dat was somefing. 
nebber heard ob in Ohristian visitors, an’ axed if we wasn't 


| bein’ so virtuous. a i 
We next wentto alow dance house wherein was à stage 


But I tock dis mefod simply to insti] a pint. 


` Ehe: Tenth. Bele; December.18,. 1889. 


we didn’t commence abusin' dem an’ a praisin' ourse 


devoted to de lowest kind ob actin’ an” singin’. De room 
wag reekin’ wid fumes ob tanglefoot, an’ de smoke ob vil- 
lainous tobacco an’ sigars-hung around in.a dense cloud. 
: “Now,” says Brudder Lemons, “I'll scoot you through 
dis Christian institution.” tie. oe 

“ Christian ?" says J, in great surprise, —— .- 

“Dats what I'm a remarkin’,” continued our brüdder. 
“Jess watch an’ see for yourself." rr RUE 

He went to de bar an’ called for cigars, an’ 98 we were a 
lightin’ dem he says to de barkeeper, ** Me an’ my friendam 
newspaper men, and we's a gettin’ up statistica for publica- 
tion.” I hasn’t got time to tell all de pints dat we got, but 
here am a few ob dem. a ; 

We found dat de 'prietor was a Catholic, an’ his bar- 
tender, as he spressed it, ‘a member ob St. Patrick's 
church, be Jesus.” De whisky was furnished by a Mefodist, 
‘de chesp wines by a Baptis’, an’ de cigars by a Presbyte- 
rian, de beer an’ ale was furnished by a Eoglish Episcopa- 
lian, de keerds by a Irish Catholic, an’ de ice was left at de 
door by a Universalist, which, by de way, was quite 'propri- 
ate, We went back ob de stage. De girl's tights were fur- 
nished by a Congregationalist, and deir boots by & Unitarian. 
Deir dresses were made.by a Campbellitess, an’ de soap dey 
washed demselves wid bore de sweet-scented name of a Oul- 
gate. Eboeryting in de placé wàs furnished by Christians, 


some church 'cept Brudder Lemons, myself, an’ all dose 
present who were sober. As nine out ob ten were drunk, 
we Liberals was in a unmistakable minority; in fact, in de 
wrong pew. ‘ Well," said I, “dis am a "ligious outfit for 
suah." *' Yes," responded Brudder Lemons, ''it am 'lig- 
iouser dan bell" I couldnt tell from dat last remark which 
place was complimented. Two days after'a Christian police 
broke up de dance house, an’ a Christian judge fined de 
*prietor an’ girls. To-day dis auxiliary institution of de 
Young Men's Christian Association am a runnin’ "long jess 
as usual, an’ will be uatil de poor girls get a little money 
ahead, when de same Christian operation will be repeated, 
an’ 80 on, while de poor girls 'xist to help fill de coffers ob 
de Christian cormerants surroundin' dem on all sides. Glory 
be to de Bible God an’ his followers, de patrins ob vice an? 
obscenity. : 

*' Da nex’ place," says de deacon, ‘‘an’ in fact all de rest 
ob de places we will visit dis ebenin’ require a kind -ob a 
letter ob introduction." An’ so we went to whar a Liberal. 
kept a restaurant. He gave us de letterz. Day consisted ov 
two large baskets filled with good fresh food. We paid for 
dem, anu’ as we stepped out dis Liberal ’prietor say, ‘Hold on, 
I reckon I'se a goin’ to do somefing in dat line myself,’ So 
"long he comes with a great big basket too. Oa, honeys, I 
can’t begin for to tell ob de good dat was done dat blessed 
night throvgh de instrumentality ob Brudder Lemons. D: 
same placcz whar Talmage had been an’ left coarse an’ bru- 
tal words mixed with j:erz an’ sccffs at de down-trodden— 
at dese 'dentical places were left by our band instead, good 
sensible chuoks ob beef, nice light bread, an’ suitable fixins 
for de sick an’ weak, 

Yes, many a household dat night went to sleep with 
tears ob joy Vaptizin’ deir changed countenances, an’ more 
good was done in dat one ebenin’ dan will be done dis year 
by a big church full ob Christians. Honeys, de work am 
jess a commencin', Dose poor folks must hab work so as to 
earn deir own grub, an’ de sick must be brought back to 
health. De Christian heathens in our midst must be 
brought from de dark placez, an’ sot whar de sunbeams ob 
truth can baptiz» dem with deir enlivenin’ rays. Now to 
come to de start, I doesn’t want you to forgit de sasser. 
To speak plainly, we want de funds for de deserbin’ poor 
an’ sff cted. Dat's what I referred to when I done say de 
keercz was a runnin’ agen me, I mean dat one or two ob 
uz am not sufficient to defray de donations we would like to 
gib to de poor Caristians—we hab no poor Liberals. 

We am not vain, but honeys, we is different from de 
Talmage breed, for when we visits de poor we try to leab 
dem richer in body an’ feelins. Oh, honeys, if ebber dar 
was.a time when I loaged for de existence ob a hell, it was 
at de present juncture, {believe it am a necessary institu- 
tion, for if dar am a hereafter ob brimstone I believe it was 
built spessly for de 'commodation ob dat breed ob hypo- 
crites ob which de monkey, Talmage, an’ de buzzard, Com: 
stock, are twin chiefs. Oh, but don't it make your fl:sh 
crawl, an’ de kioks straiten in. your har, when you think 
what a hold hypocrisy an’ low cunnin’ haz on dese tings, in 
manhood's guise. Not content with gloating over down- 
trodden humanity, dese hyenas set traps for de unwary an' 
innocent, an' do dere lebbel best to inaugurate crime, an' 
are clussly a follerin' in de trail ob de Bible debbil.: My 
feelin's wont permit ob me pursuin' dis theme furder, but 
will sit ply ej.culate -as a partin’ gasp, May de time soon 
come when dey will be univereally damned, an' as for de 
future, if we's gwine to be immortals dese kind am bound to 


dey'li do will be done ia de red hot pastures ob hell. 
. Now look out for de sasser as we sing dat new hymn jess 
trowed up heah, a commencin’: : 
Whar now am dat ole Talmage? 
Whar now am dat ole Talmage? 
Whar now am dat old Taimage? 
He is with his vile clan. 


He am causin’ shame an’ sorrow, 

He am causin’ shame an’ sorrow, 

He am causin’ shame an’ sorrow, 
To de weary ob dis lan’, 


By an’ by some show will get him, 
By an’ by some show will get him, 
: By an’ by some show will get him, : 
An’ show him as dar “What Is It?" man, 


Liberals. We proudly admitted de fact, an’ dey said dey 
knew it de very fust moment we put feet in de house, kase 
lves for 


‘while the hard-featured audience all claimed 'leriance to` 


be a very inferior breed, an’ dey'll find dat all de browsin' |. 


Is Thought Substance! 


: To THE EDITOR or Tug TnoTH Ssexer, Sir: I desire 
to notice bri: fly your criticism of my article with the above 
caption as published in Tax TRUTA SEEKER of Dec. 4th, 


Twice you misapprebend me, You say, ‘‘ Mr. Chapman 
says, thought is a condition, or a manifestation of a condi- 
tion.” What I did say was, “ As I see it, thought is not 
substance, bul condition," Also, *' Although a Spiritualist, 
I can and do believe that thought is simply manifestation 
of and a condition of matter.” "This my. first proposition 
you admit, therefore, further argument on this point seems 
unnecessary. That the misapprehension occurred inadver- 
tently I do not doubt, 

Again you misapprehend me when you say, ‘Mr, Chap- 
man says, the universe is divided into the ponderable and 
imponderable, or, mind and matter, and from the tenor of 
his remarks it appears that he holds mind to he au Original 
element in the universe, comprisiag a domain distinct from 
that of matter.” What I did say was, “ I claim and believe 
that everything in the universe is substance or matler—that 
the universe is divided into two great classes, the pondera- 
ble and imponderable, or, mind and matter, that, as mind, 
which we call spirit, isthe activ or controling element, it 
must be substance, for, if mind or spirit is not substance 
then thinking or thought must be a manifestation of a 
manifestation, or a manifestation of nothing, which is im- 
possible.’ . 

I think in the above I clearly placed mind within the do- 
main of matter, although a litile ambiguous when I said the 
universe is “ mind and matter.” I did not intend to claim, 
and do not, that mind is an original element distinct from 
matter, for I can conceive of nothing, not even a. Holy 
Ghost, outside of matter. But it has never been proved 
that all we are as physici, spiritual, and intellectual beings 
hav been evolved absolutely from the primary rocks, and 
that there has been absolutely no influx of spiritual or life 
elements from the universe outside. Astronomers tell us 
that worlds grow old and crumble back to dust that is abso- 
lutely void of all life-foroes. The essence or spirit of the 
matter that compose’ these worlds has departed and noth- 
ing but the ashes remain. Doubtless millions of worlds in 
the inconceivable eternities of the past hav run their 
course and been reduced to ashes. I ask, what has become 
of the life forces, the essence, of all this matter 7 There 
must be a mighty reservoir of spirit matter which is ready 
to affiaitize with, and recombine with not only the:ashes of 
those old worlds in the making over process, but also with 
the matter of other and newer worlds. Here is a problem 
that demands consideration. If worlds die, something de- 
parts from the matter of those worlds, and that something 
we call spirit, which is all of matter that can be refined or 
etheres] zed, aud if the matter that is left can be remelted 
and made over anew into new suns and worlds then where 
do the life elomonts come from thal rejuvenate those worn 
elements ? 

It is all very well to talk about the evolution of mind ag 
we see it with the material eye in the various forms of life 
from the monad or jeily-f-h up to man, but that is only one 
little. factor or equation in the immense problem of tbe 
universe. For one I believe all epice throughout the uni- 
verse is a mighty reservoir of spiritual elements, that hav 
been ground out and distilled from the matter of dying and 
extinct worlds and suns, and that these spiritual elements, 
like a great ocean, are ever beating not only upon the matter 
of this but all other worlds. I believe, too, as fast as condi- 
tion are made these spiritual elements unite and combine with 
matter, and that this explains where the life germs and ele- 
ments come from. When in the ladder of progression mat- 
ter has reached a certain round or plane, it there finds. 
elements ready to affinitize with it, forming new combina- 
tions, forms, and species, and as fast as conditions are 
made, just so fast are these elements attracted to it, 
I believe the origin of life aud species flads here a 
ready solution. The unioa of the sexes and sexual elementa 
is not all that has occurred. A condition has been made by 
which a something has been attracted or drawn from the 
great reservoir of life or spiritual forces, and j ist according 
to and in harmony with the nature of that condition is the 
element drawn. Is not here a practical thought, O ye agi- 
tators of sexual purification?  M.ke proper conditions if 
you would hav noble children. It is a shame. and areproach 
that this all-important subject of borning children is left to 
the chance of blind ignorance, and is tabooed by the exces. 
sivly modest and sanctified hypocrites of the church, So 
long as people prefer faith to knowledge, and believea lazy, 
selfish, good-for-nothing, hypocritical priestcraft, and a 
Bible that says ** wisdom is foolishness with Gk d,” just so 
long will this important chapter in the great. book of the 
science of life, which treats of the proper relations and use 
of the sexual functions, be unread, and the great bulk of the 
race be conceived and born under conditions most damning 
in their degradations. What the conditions are, and should 
be, I leave for future discussion, but, as sure as the sun 
shiner, I believe evolutionists will yet pick up and unravel 
this thread, and find it prolific with grand thoughts and 
startling discoveries. . 

When you say, Mr. Elitor, *'from the jelly-fish up to 
man we fad the capabilities — sensation, moving, feeling, 
tasting, seeing, hearing, and thinking—increasing precisely 
with the organizations producing them,” you say. truly; but 
are you sure absolutely that there is not something in thig 
question of developing from matter, or inoculating matter 
with these sensations, that you do not quite understand? [ 


| think he who assumes to decide absolutely that all the life 


and mind forces which to day are activ were once latent in 
the rocks of this earth, is occupying a position that will 
sooner er later be found to be untenable, 

When you sey, “these are all produced by organization, 
and hav no other existence," you leave us in doubt as to 


! what you mean, If by organization you mean purely an 
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orgasiem made up of elements ground out of or evolved of the engin, and which has a conscious existence beyond 
from granit, I cannot, for the reasons stated above, sgree the grave, as the spiritual manifestations which occur to-day 


with you. In the process of evolution very many new 
conditions hav been made, and each condition, I believe, 
caused the attraction of elements which once were identi- 
fled with matter under other circumstances and, perhaps, in 
other worlds, and there has been thus a gradual accumula- 
tion by absorption from space of mind elements, until we 
fiad man the climax of all combinations, both spiritual and 


physical Organization is an easy word to speak, but in this | 


sense it has a mighty significance. It carries us back through 
an interminable series of changes, not only of matter of 
this earth but of other worlds, and before we hav completely 
solved the problem we must comprehend every and all 
changes and combinations as well as the nature of Wie ele- 
ments involved. Notwithstanding your criticism, I still be- 
lieve that no property of matter ever controled matter 


` ditself, and when I ssy property I mean an abstract con- 
' dition of matter that is inseparable from matter. There 


is a wide distinction between substance and its properties. 
Properties are always abstract; elements, concrete. When 
‘p tree dies, all the abstract properties, such as hardness, 
softness, etc., remain, but the essence, spirit, or life of 
the tree has departed, Attempt to engraft a bud from a 
dead tree and the result is very different from that which 
follows the use of a live bud. What is the difference? In 
the live bud there is an invisible element of real substance 
which contains all the individual'zed elements of the tree, 
which are Jacking in the dead bud, yet which no chemical 
analysis has ever revealed. I do notcall this life principle 
or element a property, but an element. The presence of this 
element may cause an action, an attraction, a chemical as- 
similation and digestion, and this abstract result we may 
call force or a property. Aud yet we must be careful to dis- 
criminate between force a8 abstract results of combinations 
and the elements themselva. : 

I do not call the life. principle a property, but an element. 
I may be wrong, but I certainly consider it the controling, 
therefore the superior element. When I am convinced the 


` invisible germ or element in the bud or tree is not an ele- 


ment, is not substance, I shall be willing to call it a prop- 


‘erty, and not before. Just the same with men. The mind 


or spirit is an element, therefore cannot be a property. 

You say, ‘‘When we die life departs,” Very well. Life, 
then, must be something, and if it is something it must be 
Bubstarce. Who ever heard of oue atom being a property 
of another atom? There certainly is a difference between a 
live man and a dead man, and that difference must be sub- 
stance, call it life, mind, or epirit. 

It may be claimed that death is rest or non-activity of the 
atoms of the body. Very well. Supply the missing ele- 
ment, even in a remote degree, and activity at one begins, 


-or im restored. Activity, or chemical assimilation, or uni- 


son, is always the result of à conieimauon or eiemente;: wad 
when the combination ceases all activity ceases. In death, 
mind, or spirit, the exciting cause beiog withdrawn, of 
couree all activity ceases, and there is nothing but cold, 
unmágnetic substance left. I would as soon say the body 
js a property ef the mind as the reverse. Sometimes a 
magnificent body produces a very inferior mind; and again, 
often we find the grandest minds in feeble, sickly, attenu- 
ated bodies; therefore one Cannot be a result or a property 
of the other, 

I cannot sgree with you when you say ‘‘the individuality 
depends wholly upon the organization, and always con- 
forms to or keeps pace with the organizatior,” unless you 
make the meaning of organization conform to the above. 

When you aay, ** Mind proves not the existence of epirit, 

mind is the result of the body, or physica] organism, and 
nothing more,” you are saying What you do not and cannot 
prove. 
á You say, ‘‘ Every animal has some mind, some far more 
than others, but always in keepiog with the physical organ- 
ization,” ‘Yes, but when each animal was originated, when 
the two sexual elements united, there was & new condition 
created; and, according to my theory, an element which 
completed the triangle was drawn into the combination, 
and that mind-element was exactly adapted to the condition 
and combination, 

This may be assumption, but I hav presented sufficient 
data to warrant the assumption, if it may be so called. I 
can find no theory that has ever been advanced on this 
point but what is equally worthy of being called an assump- 


" tion. 


You admit that ‘we may hav a dual existence," and say 
further: ** These finer organizations may be developed during 
our cruder life, and be ready to set up an independent indi- 
viduality, when the cruder becomes dead and worthless. If, 
however, this is sc, it would be well had we more positiv 
proof of it.” I think we hav the proof, and to my mind it 
js most convincing. The mind treasures up and accumu- 


all over this earth abundantly prove, E. A, CHAPMAN. 


| Lowell, Mich. , Dec. 6, 1880. 
——— M 
l Obituary. 
DIED—At his residence. near Lumber City, Clearfield 


"Life evermore {3 fed by death, | 
In earth and sea and sky, 
And thata rose may breathe its breath, 

. Something must die.” 

Let us not regard death as.a dread phantom, but rather as 
a white-winged messenger bringing release from the many 
ills of life. ' 

Thus believing, we accept the natural order of things, and 


county, Pa., on November 27, 1880, of heart disease, Jason | do not rebel against fate. What we can change for our own 


Kirk, Aged 64 years, 9 monthe, and 26 days. 


finding the bounds of a creed too narrow for him, he 


years before his death a member of the Clearfleld Liberal 
Lesgue. 


did r ' comfort and the good of humanity we gladly do, but what 
| Brother Kirk was reared in the Society of Friends, but' cannot be improved is borne with philosophic resignation, 


And when we shall lie down to our last solemn sleep, 


| embraced Agnostic principles, and was for a number of |'worn and wasted with the world's weary warfare, though 
| we may see no Voyager’s bark returning across the silent 


sea of the future, we bow to the inevitable, and meet, with 


The funeral ceremonies were conducted by the secretary ' heroism, the mystery of an untried existence, 


i of the League, Harry Hoover, and by request I send you & 
; Synopsis of his discourse on that occasion: 

FRIENDS: By special request of the deceased, and invi- 
, tation of surviving relativa, Iam come to bury my friend 
;in accordance with his expressed wishes, and at the same 
time add my tribute to his memory. 

The occasion which calla us together is a solemn one. 


Death has entered the field and another sheaf ripe for the | 


harvest has been gathered in. Death is a great mystery. 
Who can penetrate the veil and pierce the mist that shrouds 
, the last act of the great drama of life ? ; 
The universe is a mystery. Life itself is a mystery. 
‘ Whence came we? what are we ? and whither do we go? 
are questions that hav engaged the attention of earth's 
wisest and best sons and daughters for all time. He who 
lies silent before us believed that it was not only his privi- 
lege but his duty to attempt for himself the solution of 
these problems. He brought to this task an honest heart 
and an intellect of more than ordinary vigor. His desire 
was to know the truth, which he loved fcr its own sake. 
Error he discarded a8 soon as discovered. In his investiga- 
: tions he took reasou for his guide, and appealing to nature 
lent a willing ear to ber gentle teachisgs. Regarding him 
self as On)y responsible for good motivs and correct methods, 
he did not trouble himself about the conclusions to which 
his investigations might lead, and if his views of some of 
the great problems of life were d'fferent from some of ours, 
we must remember that he was as honest, as capab!e, and 
as likely to find the truth as ourselvs. When he found a 
truth he defended it bravely, but where he doubted he did 
not dogmatizs. Casting the robes of superstition and 
hypocrisy from his shoulders he courageously followed 
i where reason led the way, and if his interpretation of the 
laws of nature forbade him to hope for a ‘‘life beyond the 
; starry tkies," he calmly resigned himself to the inevitable and 
i walked down into the valley of the shadow of death with a 
steady step and a heart devoid of fear, trusting to mother 
‘nature to giv her children sleep. Conscious of having done 


.the best he coüld ii tis world he was wing to risk tbe 


| probabilities of another, 

The bright summer Jand he knew not of. This world 
he did, and tried to make it a pleasant: place to dwell in, 
and regsrded a well-spent life as the best preparation for 
death. Tired of life’s fitful fever he sought respite in 
eternal rest. 

" Lay me low, my work is done, 

Iam weary, lay me low. 

Where the wild flowers woe the sun; 
Where the balmy breezes blow, 

Where the butterfly takes wing. 
Where the willows drooping grow. 

Where the young birds chirp and sing. 
Tam weary, let me £o. 


"Ihavstriven hard and long 
In the world’s unequal fight; 
Always to resistthe wrong, 
Always to maintain the right; 
Always with a steadfast heart, 
Taking, giving blow for blow; 
Brothers, I hav played my part, 
Iam weary, let me &o.'' 

My friends, we are all mortal. A few years ago we were 
not. A few more fleet years and our places will be vacant. 
From the blank chaos of the past we sprang into existence. 
Like a flower of the field we flourish for a season dud then 

| pass awsy. Earth that nourished us shall sooner or later 
‘claim our bodies to be resolved to earth again. All that 
breathes $hall share our destiny, and we shall sleep beneath 
the shadow of the clouds, careless alike of sunshine or 
storme, each in the ‘‘ windowless palace of rest.” 

But one who leads a true life need hav no fear of death, 
or what may possibly follow after. Death has only terrors 
for the ignorant and superstitious. Oae who faithfully dis- 
charges his duty according to the ephere in life he ocouples 
| has no need to recoil at leaving this state of existence. He 
‘dreads no angry being, no vindictiv spirit from whom to 

expect vengeance. 

If at death our consciousness (as many believe) ceases; if 


i 


i 


lates a vast storehouse of experiences and facts. Many our individuality comes to an end; if our bodies decompose 
times events “long since forgotten ” are recalled, and areas and return their elements to nature from whence they came; 
fresh and vivid às ever. Now here is something that is ac- and if the mind gently falls into a quiet, peaceful sleep 
cumulativ end stable. Let us examin the brin. 
rapidly the old, worn-out atoms are carried away and new pain, sorrow, regret, or remorse. 

ones take their places. The brain of the intense thinker| If, on the other hand, as many others believe, we hav & 
next week will contain scarcely a trace of the brain of to-| continued existence; that we pass from a crude state to one 
day. Can it be possible that the old atoms, as they take more subtil and refined ; from an imperfect life to one 
their departure, recount all their experiences, and the accu- i permanent and beautiful, we surely hav nothing to fear. If 
mulated experiences of preceding generations of atoms, to there is à future life there is no just grounds for believing 
the new-comers, with the injunction to keep it going. In thatit will hay any more terrors than this. We shall doubt- 
other words, the brain is not stable, and is utterly inadequate less find the same intelligent law governing there that exists 
to perform all that is done, or to account for all that we find. here, possessing no more vindictivness or cruelty, We will 
There is an element associated with the brain that is accu- , meet the same powers, forces, and laws. There cannot be 
mulativ, that hoards up and never loses what it once pos- any other. So whichever belief proves true, we hav but 
sessed, This, independent of all other facts, ia sufficient to little to fear in the future. In the grand economy of the 


‘prove to my mind a conscious individualized entity, which universe birth, life, and death are natural sequences. They 


is and must be substance, which is not a property of the are complementary parts of one great whole and equally. 
body any more than the engineer or mechanic is a property essential to each other, 


Se 
eek 


How , which knows no waking, we are at least free forever from 


But we are not without hope. Oar marvelously beautiful 
world is all alive with rich and mighty meanings. It bids 
us hope that even though we perish as individuals the race 
will go on unfolding and the great tide of life sweep 
onward forever, Men may come and go, fl »wers may fade, 
hearta wither, generation after generation go down into the 
sepulcher of the ages, but none of the glorious attributes of 
humanity shall ever cease to be. All that is grand and good 
and noble and beautiful is secure from the moldering touch 
of time ; and no disinterested deed, no generous impulse of 
the buman heart, but shall survive the stars. 

In one sense we do not die, we cannot die. 

; "There is no death; the festering heap givs forth the rose, 
Whose perfume filis the air, and. painted by the sun. - 


It blooms. the tombstone of decay: its life too must close, 


Like alj that went before. but ere it ends another is begun. 
| There is no death; the silent rock creeps up the lofty pine, 


And revels in tha light, b»ating the alr with leaty wings, 
; Until some human ear perceives a melody divine. : 
When throneh a human brain the rock lifts up its voice and 
sings, ; 
` There is no death.” e 

Our deceased brother needs no eulogy at my hands, His 
good deeds speak for him. His life was a ureful one, and 
his death peaceful. He died as he had lived, ficm in his 
own faith and faithful to bis highest convictions of truth 
and duty. Let us hope that instead of death being, as he 
thought, a dreamless sleep, he has found it the vertibule of 
a higher and truer life. Whether or,not this fond hope be 
realized, Jason Kirk will continue to livin the hearts of 
those who knew him. 

‘He was buried in the orchard, and at the grave the 
speaker said : 

In behalf of the relativs of the deceased I desire to thank 
the friends present for their kind sympathy and assistance; 
and now, beneath the snowy mantle of winter, with the 
returning buds and flowers of spring, the verdant robes and 
golden grain of summer, the ripened fruit and falling leaves 
of autumn ; with changing season and changeless suo, with 
xoiceleas ster and tunefu! birds. with falling rain aud radi- 
ant bows, with whispering z2phyrs and gentle dews, we 
leave thee, brother. Fare thee well. 


* 
— .* 


Mongol-Chinese and Ma-Chinee, 
. Taxr—* Which thing is an allegory."—Paul. 

To THE Eprrog or Tue TRuTH SEEKER, Sir: Two 
classes of Chines hav invaded our country—ibe Mongol- 
Chines, or Chinese, being the last; but the Ma-Chinee had 
in amore silent way invaded us long before. Both are 
chesp laborers, the last-named being decidedly the worst of 
the two, Both hav been mobbed and sometimes destroyed 
by angry workmen. The complaint against the Mongol 
class—that they liv on nothing—-is more reasonably urged 
against the others, as they consume scarcely anything and 
persist infiexibly in their original habits, whereas the others 
contract ours in time and are known to increase their de- 
mands for wages, a thing their confreres never do. 

It is certainly astonishing that those who hav been most 
urgent in demanding the expulsion of one class of Chines 
because of their cheap labor hav been so silent respecting 
the others, who are a hundredfold more obj:ctionable in 
this regard, one of whom having been kgown to take the 
place of dozens of laboring men and ask the wages of but 
one, 

Isay, Mr. Editor, let us be just and use our brains like 
sensible people; and while we demand the expulsion of 
these Mongol-Cbines on the ground of the cheapness of 
their labor, let us utterly destroy these Ma-Chines invaders. 
There is one of the latter, especially, against whom women 
hav in times past made great complaint—1 miserable fellow 
who calla himself Se-Wing, a regular Ma-Chine, and I 
would recommend special attention to his Case, although 
most of the women who hav complained of him hav turned 
traitor to our cause and hired him of late years. 
` Bo here is to the speedy departure of the Mongols and 
the Ma.Chines. Hour. 

Oregon, Mo., Nov. 21, 1880 

— MÀ di 

I wav read every word of the "Outlines of the French 
Revolution,” and think it a most timely and excellent work, 
Tne facts admirably condensed, and on urquestionable au- 
thority, will be more effectiv with all intelligent people than 
any comments you or I could make, The book ought to 
be, and I trust ere long will be, on every table.—Zizur 
Wright. 

It is a rapid, concise, and vivid presentation of the 
crags and peaks of that mountain of revolt against landed 
caste, industrial subjection, and ecclesiastic privilege.— 7. 0, 
Leland. : 

Ir is a compendious and vivid view of that momentous 
event in the world’s progress—a drama, as it were, in five 
acta, which the reader may take in at a single sitting with- 
out fatigue, Iread it with interest and profit.— Wiliam 


Hery Burr, 


Bla 


your Republican ‘correspondents, but now: that a man who 
shouts the praises of an unkaown God, has been chogen to 
preride over: the nation's destiny, we hope to be relieved 
from the howlings of the latter. . Let Elmina proceed with 
her hobby, as she does not occupy much space, and Wwe'will 
patiently await her finis, having hitherto endured many a- 
bore and expect to many more, - : 

. The National Liberal League shouts my sentiments every 
time. ~ Its action at Chicago was glorious. It is a. glorious 
institution, and the only League that I desire to ever become 
a member of. T. C. Leland’s suggestion to. publish a 
monthly bulletin of its proceedings meets with my hearty 
approval, 

Long may you liv and prosper. 


Letters from Friends: 
Mopzsto, Cat , Nov. 30, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Ia your issue of Nov. 20:h, I 
read of your safe arrival home, aud also your appeal. I 
hope your troubles may soon pass away. I think you do 
wrong when you blame and accuse yourself of being extrava- 
gant in making your trip to Earope. I, one of your coa-. 
tributors, think your letters from Europe are worth the 
price of THE TRUTH BEEKER for 1880, and I feel a desire 
to express my thanks through your paper for the interesting 
instruction and information I hav gained from them. Your 
description of M. Godin’s gigantic speculation in co-opera- 
tion is truly valuable, more especially now as we hav a 
company in San Francisco who are trying to start a co-oper- 
ativ vinyard. 

I will send you the Chronicle of Nov. 28!b, and you can 
read the advantages they offer, {f they would only offer 
the same henefits and profits that M. Godin givs they may 
make it a blessiag to all who join it 

I wish you could make a trip to China and Japan if your 
friends would only gather around you aud help pay your 
traveling expenses in this way: Let each contributor giv 
five dollars to the fund, said contributor to receive from you 
a8 a premium a book containing your letters from Europe, 
also all your letters writtea on China and Japan. I will 
gladiy head the list with five dollars, and will promis to do 
all I can to gain more subscribers. I would like to see you 
prosper, and show to the world that you are a man of 
intelligence. You hav my sympathy for your unjust im- 
prisonment, and my best wishes for your future prosperity. 

ishing you may hold me in remembrance, believe me 
truly yours, : 


Very truly yours, 
J. J. BoRDGE. 


SoLEBURY, PA., Nov. 21, 1880. 
Mr. EDITOR, Dear Sir: Through your polite indulgence 
I would say in reply to G. W. Chapman’s answer in THE 
FRUTH SEEKER of the 6th inst., to what he styles my ‘‘ no 
answer :” 


_I would be taught, as well as teach, 
And stand corrected in my speech. 
To fathom truth is my design, 

” To err is human,to forgiv divine." 


Your answer to no answer 
Brings me to a pause. 

To find effect in nature 
Produced without a cause, 

Our language is imperfect, 
Our meaning to convey, 

So we should be particular 
In what we try to say. 


You seem sarcastic in your wit, 
And (reat me with contempt, 

As if you were a paragon, 
And felt yourself exempt, 

But never mind, sarcastic friend 
We're after truth, I trow. 

May each to each, an arrow lend, 
To error overthrow. 


Mankind by leaders hav been led 
In ages of the past; 
But now th» age of reason 
Has come to us at last. 
The ali in all in endless space 
Is power. When defined 
It ever runs immortal race, 
As matter and as mind, 


D. C. COLEMAN. 


RzgPLY.—Many thanks to our friend for his kind and 
appreciativ words. His proposition is new, but strikes us 
favorably. We will not object to making a journey round 
the world and write up an account of what we see. We 
would like to visit parts of Europe we have not seen, to call 
at Egypt, Palestine, Arabia, Bombay, Calcutta, and other 
cities and parts of India, to “do up” China and Japan, 
returning via Australia to San Francisco and the Pacific 
coast. If-three hundred friends, by May 1, 1881, will each 
send in the sum of five dollars we will undertake the circuit 
of the earth, to write it up, and to return to each one of them 
two fat volumes containing descriptions of what we meet 
with on our journey. As politicians say, ‘‘ We are in the 
hands of our friends." Those who favor this proposition 
will of course be heard from in due time, —Ep, T, 8, 


Hence I eonelude your logic true, 
There is no cause but one, 

And that is force or power. 
The cause of all that'a done, 

It forms the light and darkness, 
And all the world in space, 

And mierocosm, god-like man, 
To run allotied destined race. 


Thus all effects in nature 
Proceed from one great cause. 
The alpha and omega, . 
Oontroled by science’s laws. 
Science’s laws—they govern cause, 
And never go astray, 
Oontroling every moving action. 
In their almighty way. 


All possibilities of power 
Ever did exist, 

And man's capacity of reason 
Can never count the list. 

As fruit develops from the bud’ 

Bo motion is result of power 
I think we will agree. 


WACONDA, Kan., Nov. 25, 1880. 
FRIEND BENNETT : lam very sorry you did not ex-end 
your trip to the land of Judea, but of course I did not sup- 
ply the needful, nor did any other person. So that’s what's 
the matter. The letters are so instructiv that I want to send 
you back to flaish up, but can’t do it as I hav not the 
stamps, ButI hav the money for next year’s paper, and 
hav ‘aid it apart for that purpose these two months, not 
thinking of its usefulness to you before the time, So I am 

glad you called for it. As ever thy friend, 
GEonGE W. CHAPMAN, M. D. 


; Des Morxzs, Iowa, Dec. 8, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Iam glad that you hav got 
home ogain after your adventures with old ocean, strangers 
with confounded tongues, lovely bewitches in art and 
nature, ghosts among the dry bones of virgins, saints, etc. 
I feel as though I would hav been delighted to hav been in 
your company in many places, such as along the Rhine, 
among the towering peaks and cascades of the lofty Alps, 
the ancient ruins of a once enlightened Rome, and skimmed 
the placid streets (canals) of the once important Venice, and 
especially to hav mingled with those interesting faces at 
Brussels and London. But those cathedrals, priests, sainte, 
and dying gods cast a gloom upon my charms, I can only 
think of tham with horror, though their exteriors seem ever 
so grand. They talk to me of ignorance, violence, oppres- 
sion, anguish, woe, and death—of jails, dungeons, racks, 
chains, gibbets, scaffolds, block, and fires. Fine arguments 
these to preach to honest men and women, to make them 
swear a lie, aud dwarf or destroy that noblest feeling in 
human nature which wills us to do to others as we would 
that others should do unto us. 

I would that you could hav extended your journeyings, 
and visited the place where the mother of Rome dwelt, also 
the Nile, where the cradle of science is supposed to hav 
been just rocked. Thence the much variegated India, with 
its strange people, having as strange religions, Then Persia 
by the way, and lastly. the country where the people lived 
who crucified their God, whom the people you hav so 
recentiy visited make so much ado about. J feel quite sure 
that your letters describing what you would hav seen and 
thought would hav been well worth the necessary expense 
incurred, as are the lettera of your recent travels. 

Yours truly, A. CLEGG, 


Power is the cause of motion, 
From whence effects al! flow, 
As rolling waves upon the ocean, 
Before the winds that blow. 
Without the universe.of power 

No motion could we see, 
And if there were no motion, 
What would all nature be? 


One vast, almighty, silent power 
In solitude confined, 

With all the possioilities of nature, 
And undeveloped mind. 

With these desultory remarks 
Į olose my answer now, 

If they're not logical to you, 
Please show mé where and how. 


Respectfully, E. W. ALLEN. 


i 


SUIOIDE A CH(RISTIAN INSTITUTION, 


If the historical account of Jesus Christ is true, he not 
only recommended but put in practice suicide when he went 
voluntarily to Jerusalem to be sacrificed upon the cross, 
which was virtually putting the climax to his previous pre- 
cepts enunciated to his followers, such as taking no thought 
for the morrow, hatiag their kindred, and even despising 
their own lives, to become a disciple of his, takiug up a 
cross to all worldly happiness derived from the proper use 
of good common sense, free from the reputed vagaries of 
priestly ancient gods, coming under the condemnation of 
the scripture declaration, ‘‘Tke wicked shall not liy out 
half their days of threescore and ten years, the time allotted 
to man’s life in this rudimentary state of existence.” 
When gloom pervades the mind of man, 
And fastens on the soul, UPE ja 


gevers then the thread of life, 
CHAMPLIN, MINN. D Ana another goal aor! 
FRIEND BENNETT: We are still going on reading your j j 
beacon light of truth, and other fearless productions from 
your press. The Infidel cause still goes on here, never stops 
nor falls back. You hav always printed good articles, as I- 
find in looking over some old files of your paper; and as 
you hav many new readers it would not be out of place for 
their information to reprint some of them. 


Yours, J. KINRER. 


E. W. A, 


CRAB ORCHARD, NEB, Dec. 30, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH BEEKER, Dear Sir: We are warmly’ at- 
tached to the Liberal cause and'its advocate, THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. I find it difficult to spare the money for so high- 
pricéád a paper, but will continue to try and read it, ag it is 
a great source of comfort in this ynfriendly Christian coun- 
try, where wé are a target for all lenominátións and neither 
receive nor ask any aid or cónifort from any. We hav been 


: New Yonx, Dec. 5, 1880. 
Drag D. M. BENNETT: Inclosed please find check for 
six dollars, to pay for THE TRUTH MEEKER for 1880 and 
ra I Mui your European letters.’ When I read about 
Noah being imprisoned in his ark for thirteen months, it 
came to my mind that thirteen monihg was your term of 

imprisonment, so you are Noah number two. - z 

Yours respectfully, M. REIMAN. 

CoLUMRQUS, O., Nov. 25, 1880, 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir; As I did not repeive TEE 
TRUTH SEEKER until Wednesday of this week, Y. began to 
think you bad dropped on me because my subscription had 
not been paid since September. . And now to retaliate, no, 
to reciprocate, I will just drop on you with $2.00, which 
please find inclosed. I had as lief go without a shirt as 
without Taz TRUTH SEEKER. Qae comforts thé body, but 
the other the mind. Your letters from Europe constitute 
one of its finest features. Its editor and myself hav little 
to quarrel about, as we both stand upon the same Material- 
istic basis. You will, however, reckon me amppg. ihe few 


that is one reason why we hav no more of this world's 
goods than we need ; byt we would rather he gatekeeper in 
the tentg of common sense Wigkedncgs than pope in briha- 
dox palaces. ; 
Outspoken Infidels are rarely found in this part of Neb- 
raska, and life becomes quite irksome for want of genial 
society. This might be partially overcome had we good 
health and some wealth with which to purchase those good 
books, advertised in your paper, but our lot is cast, and thus 
jit wil] perhaps remain, . Yours for the right, 
. ri Gg. BroNE, 


x, December 18, 1880. 


who do nof indorse the views of Mra, E. D. Slenker and | 


advancing toward Atheism for twenty years, and perhaps! 


"VAN OPEN LETTER TO D. M. BENNETT, 
ous "ADRIAN, MicH ; Dec. 1,1880. 


D. M. “BENNETT; Dear Sir: .lam.glad to learn that you: 


hav arrived safe and well at home. It.is now some: nine 
months since I last. wrote you a few lines of sympathy and 
commiseration while you were languishing in the hospital 
at the Albany Penitentiary, where you were put by Christian 
spleen and Christian spite with the: help of ‘United. States 
officials, all because you had outgrown these superstitious 
notion of an anthropomorphic God, who sent a ghost among 
the young virgins as a kind of a proxy. to beget a child for 
him, and when the proper time came that this són by 
proxy, his only son, should be crucified; dead, and buried; 
that he should zo to hell, then to heaven, and that he is now 


there and has a seat at the right hand of this &nthropomorphic : 


God, to act as a mediator for us to this God. And the man- 
agements are such to them that believe this story.tbat they 
will be saved, but to them that even doubt it they shall be 
damned. Now as the Christian Bible fails to giv us any 


particülar account of this.son of his by proxy from the time ` 


he was quite a small lad up to the time he was past 
thirty years of age, it is quite natural for the inquiring mind 
to want to know something about his boyhood days, how 
he spent his time, etc. That is a period of my life which I 
cau look back upon with a great deal of pleasure: I well 
remember how-I used to delight in skating, swimming, 
turning summersaults off a spring-board. into the water 
where it was over my head, aad all such sports, and I hav 
often wondered whetber Jesus practiced any of those sporta, 
for I do most certainly believe that those exercises are more 
preferable for both girls and boys, when guided by wisdom 

than to hav them trained up in. a mopish superstition. 
Then when I was about entering manhood I began. to look 
around among the opposit sex for a companion in the strug- 
gles of life and to fili that conjugal want that is as natural 
to every well-constituted male and female as the desire for 
alimentiv food is. (It might be different, however, with a 
ghost-begotten young man.) When I look back to this peri- 
od in human. life it seems to me now, friend Bennett, that 
those thirty years, together with the nine months that we 
lay in our mother’s bosom, is altogether the most important 
period of our lives, because a mistake here may blast our 
happiness through life and entail misery on the next genera- 
tion. And yet the biographers of this ghost begotten child, 
the worshipers of whom hav made such a stir in the world 
as persecutors, hav failed to giv us any account of this im- 
portant period of his life that'is of any importance to us. 

So I was not surprised that you manifested a desire to 
know something more about the early life of this anthropo- 
morphic child, and that, as his worshipers profess to believe 
in prayer and do pray a great deal, some orally and others 
by note, that you were willing to dedicate an open letter to 
him in which you submitted some inquiries referring.to his 
juvenile years, For writing and publishing this letter, and 
for your general attacks on the errors in their Bible; and for 
referring the readers of TRE TRUTH SEEKER to its immoral, 
vulgar, and obscene readings, without giving them all, as 
some are of such s gross character, fit only for Bible wor- 
shipers to read; in a word, it was for your intelligence, your 
truthfulness, your boldness, your in 
moral firmness in daring to attack the foundations of the 
Christian superstition with such weapons as the church 
could not compete with, and their only resort was to their 
old game of persecution, and as they. had been planning for 
this for some yoors thoy now thought they would spring 
their traps for THE TRUTH BEEKER, but. they.sadly missed 
of these hopes, although its editor was taken in their coils, 


But this has only helped to wake up the true, broad-guage - 


Liberal spirit in this country by which they may be aple to 
see the danger to American institutions from allowing this 
old superstitious, prosecuting, and persecuting element to 
hav a place in our secular government, EIE T 
With your permission I will close my letter with a few 
lines from the writings of that grand Hnglish writer, Win- 
wood Reade, He says: ‘*Ohristianity, we allow, is human 
in its origin, erroneous in its theories, delugiv in its threats 
and its rewards. Jesus Christ was a man with all the faults 
and imperfections of the prophetic character; the Bible ia 
simply a collection of Jewish writings; the miracles in the 
Old "Testament deserve no more attention from historians 


‘| than the miracles in Homer; the miracles in the gospels are 


like the miracles in Plutarch’s lives, they do not lessen the 
value of the biography and the value of the biography. does 
not Jessen the absurdity of the miracles. . 

“But Ohristianity is not in accordance with the cultivated 
mind; itcan only be excepted or rather retained, by sup- 
pressing doubts, and by denouncing inquiry as sinful. It is, 
therefore, a superstition, and ought to be destroyed. With 
respect to the services which it onge rendered to civilization, 
I cheerfully acknowledge them, but the same argument 
might hay once been used in favor of the Oracle at Delphi, 
without which there would hay.been no Greek culture, and 
therefore no Christianity, The question is not whéther 
Christianity assisted the civilization of-our ancestors, hut 
Whether it ig now injurious to the intellect, is also injurious 
to moral life, and dp this conviction J] base my ¢onduct 

ith respect to Ohristianity. That religion is pernicious to 

ie infe!lect; it demands that reason shall be sacrificed on 
the altar; it orders civilized man to beliéve in the legends 
of a savage race ; it places a -hideous image, covered. with 
dirt and blood, in the Holy of Holies ; it rends the sacred 
yail of tryth in twain; it teaches that the creatar of the uni. 
verse, that sublime, that invincible. power, exhibited his 
back parts to Moses, and ordered Hosea to commit adultery, 
and Ezekiel to eat dung. There is no need to say anything 
more. Such a religion is blasphemous and foul.” >° 

A few words from near the close of his work and I am 
done. Hear him: ‘‘ Whoever improves his own nature im- 
proves the universe of which he is a part. He who strives 


.j to subdue his evil passions—vile remnants of the old four- 


footed life, and who cultivates the social sffections, he 
who endeavors to better his condition, and to make. his 
children wiser and better than himself, whatever may be 
his motiv, he will not hav lived in vain, but if he act thus. 
not from mere prudence, not in the vain. hope of béing re: 
warded in another world, but from @ pure sense o 
duty as a patrio of the planet on' which’ he ‘ dwells‘ 
then our philosophy which once appeated to him soco 

aud che&rleas will become a ‘religion of the heart and Wi 

elevate him to the'skies. The virtues which were onhe fo 
him mere abgtract terms will heccme endgwed with lif, 
and will hover roynd him Ihe guardian ‘angels, conversing 
with him in his solitude, consoling him in hie affliction. 
teaching him how to liv and how to die, Rnt +t condi. 
tion ia not to be eaaliy attained : js the saints and prophets 
were often forced to” practice long vigila and fastings and 
prayers before there ecstacies would fall upon them, and 
there visions would appear. fo virtue, in its purest and 
most exalted form, can only be acquired iby meang of severe 
and lohg "continued culture of the mind. Persons with 


i téeble and untrained intellects may liv according to their 


ependence, and your 
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conscience, but the conscience itself will be defectiv, To 
cultivate the intellect, therefore, is a religious duty ; and 
when this truth is fairly reeeguized by men, the religion 
which teaches that the intellect should be distrusted, and 
that it should be subservient to faith, will inevitably fail.” 
Aud this, friend Bennett, was your case. Your intellect- 
ual ‘perception in reference to this Christian superstition 
had been well cultivated, and your moral firmness was un- 
yielding, and you dared to attack the very citadel behind 
which this Christian superstition defended itself. And this 
was the trouble, and nothing else but this. The sham 
charge about ‘‘ Cupid’s Yokes,” obscenity, and all that was 
the merest bosh, and every intelligent person that is posted 
on the matter and has moral courage sufficient to be a true 
American citizen knows this as well as you and I and thou- 
sands of other intelligent Freethinkers that belong to the 
broad-gauge Liberal movement. 8. D. Moors. 


aes ` _ JOPLIN, Mo., Dec. 1, 1880, 

.D. M. BaNnerT, Dear Sir:. Your letters from Europe 
are just to the point. I hav heard Germans whom Lam 
acquainted with say that they could almost imsgin them- 
selvs at home again, your description being so true to facts 
and nature. I would like to hav you take a tour in South 


‘America, and giv tbe results in Tue TRUTH Seeker. A 


merry Christmas‘and a happy New Year to yourself, wite, 
and foreman. |... Dr. CNAs. F, Trrvs, 
MURPEY8BIBO, ILL., Nov. 29, 1880. 

D. M. BeNNETT, Dear Sir: Liam quite confident that I 

hav received the most generous compensation forthe money 

invested.in Tux TRUTH SEEKER. With great respect be- 

lieve me truly yours, JOSEPH E. TROUGHTON. 


XN CanrTHAGE, Mo., Nov. 16, 1880. 

D, M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Mrs. S'enker's articles on 
t Sexual Intemperance” contain generally excellent ideas. 
Lhav.read aud.thought much upon the subject, and believe 
Ituly realize its importance, for more wrecks are strewn 
along the stream of.life, more people sent to premature 
graves through sexual than by alcoholic intemperance... . 

As generally understood ‘and practiced, I will not at this 
time say that her conclusions are not correct; yet because a 
perverted and unnatural use of any organ of. the body has 
become the rule, with evil results, we should not:conclude 
that a right or natural use (aside from procreativ purposes), 
when-found, would not bring good results, 

In Mrs, Slenker’s reply to ''W," No. 9, she falla back 
upon her comparison of the use of alcobol in its various 
forms, and evidently thinks her position unanswerable; but 
I submit that there should be greater similarity before there 
can be a true comparison, ; B 
. Alcohol is a man-made product; the taste or desire for its 
use wholly acquired, and mankind would be better off if 
.all in existence, were destroyéd and;no more produced. To 
"the contrary, the sexual instinct is. God .or nature-given; 
the taste or desire natural in every perfectly-organized per- 
son at the.age of puberty; and what would be the result to 
the race if the instinct should cease to exist? . 

Again, alcohol in connection with the human system is 
unnecessary and useless; but all admit that for roproductiv 
purposes, at least, the sexual instinct is necessary. 

Again, & system, to De xight,-viz., tno intercourse except 
for procreation,” must not, while strictly following it, per- 
mit of wrong being. done; and it is well known that there 
are many married people so organized or constituted that 
they could hav intercourse, moderately at least, always for 
procreativ purposes, yet never producing. 

Hoping that this important question will continue to be 
discussed in your paper until the. greatest amount of truth 
possible is reached, I remain, Yours for the right, 

Ms A. W. Sr. JOHN. 


Dersxort, MicnH., Nov. 24, 1880. 

D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: In your reply in your paper 
of Nov. 20:h to my criticism on the propositions of Mre, 
Slenker in regard to the vibrations, or waves of light, and 
the different colors of different objects we Bee, I think you 
hav not answered the question, but simply reversed the prop- 

'osition, which was that a certain number of waves, as 
she called them, or vibrations, as you term them, determin 
the colors, not that the colors determin or produce the 
waves or vibrations, which is exactly the contrary thing. 

- 'The-idea struck my mind, at the first thought of her propo- 
sition, that it would involve the necessity of an intelligent, 
omniscient, omnipresent, all-aufficient.power to do that col- 
oring, which, as I understand Materialism, is not recoguized 

` that system. ewe i : - ; 
PY hat ilie waves, or vibrations, must know before they 
leave the sun just what color they must produce, and what 
and where the object is, and direct and regulate their veloc- 
ity accordingly, 13 the logical outcome of her theory, or 

' there must. be an intelligent power independent of those 
waves of light to direct and make them efficient to the ac- 
complishment of that purpose. k 

My object in these communications is not controversy, 
but to elicit truth ; and if it should appear that I only 
show my ignorance by advancing such ideas, I shall console 
myself with the reflection that 1 am not the first or only one 
that has done so foolish a thing. ] 

If you feel disposed to let this appear in your paper as 
my rejoinder to your reply to my criticism of Mrs, Slenker’s 
article on ‘ Sunshine and Colors,” I shall deem it a favor, 
whether it only exposes my ignorance or not. Iam willing 
to risk the consequences. 

. Most respectfully, 
WALLA WALLA. Wasu. TER., Nov. 19, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, My Old Friend: I hope ere this reaches 

safely landed on your nativ shore, for we 

but your letters hav somewhat compen- 

I hav read them with a great deal 


JAMES HALE. 


Yours truly, : 
Witiis McDANNALD, 
* 75 0 — (2 Osweeo CENTER, N. Y , Nov. 80, 1880. 
FATHER BENNETT: L hay wondered how long you could 
liv on excusés'and send thè best paper in the world to fifty 
thousand'delinquents;: Well, :£ hav been waiting to get sil- 
ver changed for paper, and I am quite a distance from the 
.“ post-office in the rural districts, but hell will be frozen over 
before I go back on you or your paper, and L await anxious- 
ly for ij everytime. _. havilam awake many a night while 
.. you. were in, the Christian hell, and wept with grief and 
' provocation, and every time Ayhaard à new word from ‘you 
“my indignation was at the boiling p»int, and more than once 
I was oa the point of burning all the Bibles and Testaments 


Abought that even the mythical Jesus had reason to be 


in the house, and even the harmless chromog on the wall 1 


3 great reformatory pursuits and acts, he may claim only to 
(baptism of the Lord Jesus Christ), but upon reflection, I| be morally good. Ido not envy you, my well-tried friend, 


but wish you great and crowning success, 

Iam glad you had an opportunity to visit the old-coun- 
try nations and wonderful sights you so masterly narrated 
in your European letters, I enjoyed the reading of the same 
hugely, I can assure you, and often wished I could hav the 
pleasure of traveling by your side, I suppose you will be. 
able to mske capital out of what knowledge you gleaned 
from the ancient sights and ruins, plunderings of the Chris- 
|4i8ns from pagan art to embellish churches, etc. ; 

Well, now that you hav got home and again settled at 
personal attention to your paper, and to the publishing of 
new and needful works of scientific progress and reform, I 
trust you willfind ample support from your many well-to- 
do friends, and enjoy the rest of your days in comparativ 
peace and prosperity. 

I seo advertised in the Agent's Herald a new book expos- 
ing frauds, impositions, obscenity, etc, by Anthony Com- 
stock. I hope he will never try to wickedly cage you again. 
I cannot say anything mean enough about him for want of 
comparison, as there is nothing low, vulgar, and vile 
enough besides himself to compare him with. But Ihav 
one congoling thought—!1Ime, future time, will surely bring 
its just reward to him in self-abhorrence for all his duplic- 
ity and cussedness. E. D. BLAKEMAN. 


ashamed of all your persecutors, so I concluded to let the 
books, pictures, etc , die the natural death, which, thank 
Infidelity, they are fast approaching. : : 

I hav been inside of the old, tumble-down Methodist 
Episcopal church for eight years, and I know their hellish | 
aims full well, and if the rest of my life is not too short to 
pull it down, then my name is not A. H. WALEER. 


. WasnrNaTON, D. C., Nov. 30, 1880. 

INDOMITABLE FRIEND BENNETT: I received the inclosed 
letter from J Hacker. It speaks for itself without much, 
comment. I earnestly request the publication of it in your 
paper at discretion, as he has been brought to abject poverty 
in extreme old age by the loss of his fruit crops three years 
In succession, so that people of this generation may know 
something about how he has spent his life, and gid him now 
in his extreme necessity. 

Iinclose five dollarr, three to renew my subscription for. 
1881 and 1882, 25 cents for the ‘‘Summary of Substantia- 
tion, or the Philosophy of Koowledge," and $1.75 for the 
National Defense Fund. You must need ojl money to keep 
our Liberal machine in good running order; and so long as 
hydra headed intolerance persecutes editors we want a De- 
fense Fund. LA ASS ges "EC | 

How grandly gratifying to you the Bradlaugh Illuminated | 
Testimonial must be after your durance vile and the indeli- 
ble disgrace of our bulldozed chief magistrate by the rejec- 
tion of two hundred thousand petitioners! Please send the 
Illuminated Testimonial in due time. : 

Respectfully, 


D 


Vanity Cross ROADS, 
STATE UY PENCILWANY, 
NEAR FirniDELFY, Nov, 29, 1880. 
. DEAR BnuTHER BENITT: Inclosed you will find two dol- 
lars, fur which you will please send me the “Bix Lecters on 
Astronomy,” by Bruther Proctor, also other trax that I will 
menshun in this letter before I git dun, if I don’t furgit it. 

You see there's bin a kind uv a split in our family fur 
sum time, or ever since Mr. Beecher and Mrs. Tilton got 
tangled up fo bad. 

Well, now, bruther Benitt, I']] tell you just what kind uv 
a fix it left our family in. The old woman, that’s mam, she 
kinder leaned toward Beecher, and I kinder leaned toward 
mam; and so 'twixt mam and I and Beecher (instid uv the 
hitehing-post) we all kinder leaned toward the church; 
but the old man, that’s dad, he and Sal, that’s Sarey Jane, 
Wy sister, kinder leaned toward the Tiltons, and as Tilton 
kinder leaned toward Woodhull, I'll giv you my sacred 
wurd fur it, it cum darnation neer making Infidels uv dad 
and Sal both; and ever singe that dad's kinder had his douts 
about the hul uv the Bible being true; and as Bal (tuat’s my 
sister, Sarey Jane) reads more than the hul uv us, she says 
that she’s read a good many passages that she noes dura 
well ain't true. i l 

But when mam and I find anything in the Bible that 
looks scaly or perty thin, we jist think uv the great struggle 
bruiher Beecher had with Mrs, Tilton, snd if he hadn't 
placed his hul relianse on the sacred truths uv that good 
book, how in the world could he hav got a judge and a jury 
uv twelve good men together what would suy he didn't do 
it? 

Now this Bible question's got our hul family tangled up, 
and the old woman (that’s mum) says she’s going to find out 
all about it, and is going to hav me edicated fur the lecter 
bisness, and she says there's no noing but maybe I'll be 
ealled to preach yet. . 
~ You'see Vother nite Bob Lugersol}, or, as our preachers 
call him, ‘‘Pagan Bob,” giv a lecter here at the Cross 
Roads, so the old man (that’s dad) and Sal (that’s sister Sarey 
Jane), jist t» spite the old woman (that’s mam) and I, they 
slipped out and went over to the lecter. Bo jist to spite 
dad, mam and I went fur the old man’s every-day breeches 
and slipped these two dollars out uv his pocket on purpis 
to send to you fur these trax, because mam says she wants 
me to read both sides uv the question, 

Now, bruther Benitt, don’t forgit the '' Six Lecters on 
Astronomy,” fur I've promised to giv a lecter on astronomy > 
myself down at Saady Forks, in the old red skoolhouse, 
this winter, and wun uv these lecters will do jist as well as 
to make wun up. Mr. Smith, our preacher, sez he does 
that sometimes hisself; and as long aa the congregashun 
don’t no the difference, what's the odds? 

I also want '''The Last Will and Testament of Jean 
Meslier," 'cause if he was a priest, maybe he can tell me 
sumthing I don't no, and that's what I want. 

Bend me “Why Don't God Kill the Devil?" 'cause that’s 
jist what I want to know. [ think [ no now, but maybe I 
don't no rite; but I think it is fur the same reason that 
Uncle Sam don’t kill all the Injuns, because then there 
would be no work fur the soldiers, aud they'd git into mis- 
chief. And so it would be with about a million uv preachers, 
deacons, and elders, if God would kill the poor devil. No, 
sir, I'd ruther giv my last pair of britches, that ain't in use, 
than to hav him kili the devil, and 1 hope he won’t fura 
while yet, anyhow. 

I would like the '* Philosophy of Spiritualism,” by Fred- 
erick R. Marvin, 'cause mam sez that’s auother piece uv 
humbuggery, and she stz she wants me to lura all about it, 

Well, deer bruther, I see you've jixt returned from your 
grand trip to Urip, and as I hav been readin your letturs 
I hav come to the conclushun that it panned cut splendid. 

L read your appeal to the friends ov freedum, in last 
week's TRUTH SEEKER, Callin on all who ode you to walk 
up, and settie up, Now, bruther Benitt, you no durn well I 
don't owe you a nickel, and if I did I'd jest as leave pay you 
88 not. . 

But I want to see the fun go ahead, b:eause I think you've 
bin a good missionary amung the heathea Chinese, for if a 
a lam gits outside uv the fold and doant git back before he 
sees à TRUTH SEEKER, he’s a gone sucker, sure. 

I buys your paper evry week and sumtimes two a week, 
one on purpos to lend to my Methodist bruthers, and they 
begin to like it so that one paper gits all wore out before it 
gits half way round. 

Just to help you along I send one doller fur trax fur my- 
self, and wun doller that an old Methodist bruther handed 
me fur trax fur hisself, he ses he likes them he thinks better 
than them published by the American Trax Society, they’re 
got more life he ses in them and not so much soft sauder; 
he ses if ever the devil gits cramps, its them TRUTH BEEK- 
ER trax wot will do it. ý 

Incloased is a list of the Methodist trax wanted by my 
friend. You may send these by male if you doant think 
they’] spile the postmaster, I wudent hav one uv Mr, 
Hayes’ postmasters 8piled fur the hul wurld. 

Please send. the trax jist as soon as you git this, and Ile be 
yourn till the great day uv jubilee. BAM, 

Tne Apvstle of the new dispensashun. 

P. 8.—Please doan't forgit the six lectures and the uther 
trax. . 


.. JOHN CorGROvE, 


` MR, HACKER’S LETTER. 


Barun, N. J., Nov. 25, 1880. 
Hon. Jonn Coserovs, Dear Sir: 
You sen‘, with kind intent, 

Two dollars for our use, . i 
To buy us food and do us goodi. 

And now for my exouse: 
I then was sick, an old dry stick, 

And had not strength to write. 
But thougbt of you as moments flew, 

And dreamed of you by night, 


And if our thanks were bills from banks 
You'd find yourself quite rich; ` ` 

If they were "* ile? you'd make your pile, 
They'd fill a °* muchly ” ditch, 


But thanks seem lean and lank and mean, 
Leaner than Pharaoh’s kine, 

But will is good, and if we could 
We'd send you bliss divine, 


Bo please forgiv. and let us liv 
{n harmony and love, 

Enjoying here that kindly cheer 
That others seek above. 

Yes, friend, we duly appreciate your kindness, and assure 
you that our thanks are more than words can express. One 
year our fruit crops were all ruined by late frosts that killed 
the blossoms. The next year the berry crops were ruined 
in the same way, and then a hail storm cut of all the grape 
blossoms ; and the present year the berries were ruined by 
the drouth. Strawberries and blackberries dried up and 
died on the ‘hushes when -halt grow»; . We -got. oniy- four 
bushels where we hav had eighty. We had a middling crop 
of grapes this year, but the price was discouraginely poor, 
only from one and one half to four cents per pound, most of 
them three cents, and freight, carting across the Delaware, 
and commission for selling to be paid out of that small sum, 

When I planted my vines the same kind of grapes sold 
for twenty-five and thirty cents per pound. Hard, is it not ? 
I do not know what we shall do. One friend very kindly 
advised us to go the pauper-house, but we will both starve 
or cut our throats before we will do that. We made regular 
visits to the Portland pauper-house years ago to feed the 
sick that were nursed by prostitutes and robbed of the food 
we carried as soon as We were out of sight, To go to a pau- 
per-house to liv and die among thieves, drunkards, and 
prostitutes would be too much to ask of us. 

If I could raise two hundred dollars I think I could use it 
in a way that would make us comfortable while we liv, and 
enable us to keep our little home and devote it to some use- 
ful purpose for the good of others when we are done with 
it. Those whom I helped when they were children, many 
of whom are now well off, seem to bav forgotten me, or else 
are very-ungrateful, and my old friends of former years hav 
passed away, so that I stand among strangers of a new gen- 
eration, who do not know that most of my life and earn- 
ings hav been spent in various ways in the cause of human- 
ity, and therefore I hav asked but one or two for help. 
When publishing a paper in Portland some twenty years ago, 
and clothing poor children and finding homes for them, a 
woman who read my paper sent a friendless, ragged, nine- 
year-old boy a hundred miles for me to care for. I took off 
his rags, clothed him anew ‘st an expense of thirteen dollars. 
advertised to find a home for him, and gave him his board 
six weeks, snd then found a first-rate home where he learned 
a good trade. Two yeurs ago I heard he was married, 
owned a good farm, with eighteen head of cattle, four horses, 
two colts, a store of goods, etc., and I twice sent him word 
that as I was old and poor he ought to make nie a present of 
as much as I spent for his board and clothes, but hav re- 
ceived no reply. About the same time I took several boys 
from prison, stood by them in court, got them clear without 
atrial. The judge gave them up to me and I found good 
homes for them. I hav understood that three of them are 
ship-masters and well off, but they, too, seem to hav for- 
gotten me. 

Ivisited the jailin Portland every week for four years, 
and there saw boys playing cards with aged thieves and 
drunkards, and learning obscenity, and I began to plead in 
my paper for a state reform school for such boys, and got it 
without the aid of any other paper in the state, as the old 
files of papers will prove, and for that act alone the state 
could well afford to make me a handsome present; but I 
was & heretic ail the time, and did not believe in the rotten 
trash falsely called Christianity, and told them so, and so I 
suppose they think starvation is good enough for me. 

But enough. Ido not write complainingly, but to show 
you a little more of the world. Yours, 
J. HACKER. . 


J ' CIRCLEVILLE, U., Dec. 6, 1880. 
D. M. BENNETT, My Dear Friend: Rill tne world 
moves! How strange tue contrast between yourself and 
the writer when compared with our youthful associations, 
objects, and pursuits! Then we were considered equals in 
our mental capacities. red vast the A. nord n BEAT : 
are permanently enrolling your name (and worthily go0)| . i dóne his work admirab x é 
among the wise, self-sserificing, daring, sad Eoy 2399. mon. Prae Ren ” tellà the whole of the hatin rcs 
and sages of time. The writer, ob, what is he? a mere| fren bi 4 Dg story 
cipher on the page of history. Yet, if not noted for any ‘in the moat graphic manner, —Znoestigator, | 


; $ 


Tribute to Lucretia Mott. 


BY M. B. TOWNSEND WocD. 


Most nob'e woman of our present age, 
Who stood like monarch oak amongst 
Thy kind. So firm and strong In all 
Thine efforts 10 uplift: the human race, 
Whose goul life was bright as stars of 
Tae first maguttude, that shine in the 
G-and galaxy of heaven, yea, even like 
Un:o the sun's bright rays to such as 
Were not blind with ignorance or sin, 
And y.t thy mortal presence was so 
Humble, modest, ang: l-like, for Lam 
Sure that all heaven’s sweetest angels 
Must be modest and lowly to bloss 
Poor human kind as thou hast done. 
When millions were ensiaved thy voice 
Was ralsed, beseeching for their freedom, 
And never did thine efforts cease until 
The shackies had been broken and the 
One act that made our Lincoln 
lmmortalizsd upon the earth, 
Had been recorded in our country’s annals 
When Henry O. Wright and Garrison. with 
Phillips. Foster, Thompson, Burleigh, and 
Many others. who, worthy to bə called men, 
Dared gird their armors on and battle 
For true freedom, didst thou with honest 
Zəal engage in uciiv combat for the 
Right. And some of them had passed 
Tc where thy spirit now has gone. and 
Tam sure they gave thee cordial welcome. 
When war, which thou didst ne'er approve, 
Swept o’er our sin-sick country, and 
Finest youth was led to battle flelds, 
: Thereto be slain in cruelslaughter, 
Thy busy flag ere knit good socks, 
Ae ifthey were thine own dear boys 
Whose lives wore thus endangered, 
And still thy pleadings ever were 
For peace. Bo euch refo:m has 
Found thee, a8 an earnest plonaer, 
Leading the way, and pointing out 
The path to many Wenkor ones. : 
And for thine own sex. how nobly hast 
Thou labored! And every woman who 
Hus heard thy voice or felt thy touch 
Must feel herself made better. And I 
Who write these simple lines must 
Ever bless the hours when beside thee 
-Upon the publie rostrum my volce 
Has formed one feeble strain in the 
Great anthem prayer which earnest 
Bouls Z;rever utter. And while I see 
Tne footprints of such feet as thine 
Along the sands of time I will not 
Falter. I will pa-s on and strive to 
Muke the enrth-life better that I, too, 
Hav lived. Tay last dear words to 
Me I shall not soon forget" Do well 
What seems to be 8 duty, and labor 
On for peace.” Dear angel, we shall 
Missthee. But thou wast ripened for 
' Toe harvest, and now among that 
Throng who wear no more the robe 
Ot dust wil: thou pass on from glory 
Uato&lory. On, may I sometimes, 
Foei the benedleiloa of thy presence 
And with my &pirit-vislon opened 
Bee thy sweet faco smiling on me 
Asofyore! Tuough marbla monuments 
By loving ones may be uvreared, . 
Wi h costly forms and fine inseriptlons 
Oarved thereon, more sacred and 
More beautiful will stand. yea, more 
XnAaurlag than them all, unchanging 
Ones ia human hearis. Nearer the 
Fountain of celestial ifs I know 
Thou art; and for thy nearness unto 
God, we, who hav so much loved thee. 
Must be nearer, too. Smiie on us, 
O Lucretia, an 1 pour the influx of 
Taine upilsen spirit upon our own 
Weak natures! And when we may 
Cist aside our dusty g irments, 
May we still move on in the grand 
Army of progressiv souls forever more, 
At one with thee, with love, wich God. 


————— $9 ———————— 


Jennie’s Vision. 
BY CHARLES BRADLEY. 


(fn the year 1852, on ona of the Orkney Islands, 
Jennie McLane was fuund dead on the shore 
the morniox altor she heard that Sandie Oam- 
eron was lost ut seg ) 


The truth of béauty 1s the sole beauty of 
trutn.—J. 
Eros angelos elredenteros andron.—Sappho. 


O angel love. first gift of heaven's grace. 
Life-rountain of the human race.—B, 
Ac getting sun on ocean's floor 
Kissed many & joyful homeward sail, 
Asad mald, on the sounding shore, 
Did her lost sailor boy bewall. 


^ O Sandie dear. come back, come back 1 
Bore is thy Jonnie’s heart for thee! 
And wlll he not return, alack 1 
Why dost thou keep him, awful sea ? 


" Oh, eould I come where thy dear oyes 
Lie closed beneath the dreadful deep, 
Dear Lord, from light and lite I'd fly. 
With my true love in death to sleep.” 


She sighed and sad the wild wind's flight 
Over the deeply murmuring sea— 
Down went the sun before the night, 
And the dimmed stars looked on the lee, 


In their paled light round Sandile’s grave, 
An angel band bowed to the sea, 

In their sad 0303, " Too late to save"— 
Midst love, as once on Calvary. 


Now in the midet her Sandie’s form. 
Mare beau'1tul than life, she seas, 
With more than mortal raptures warm, 
His cleeks are flowers that kiss the breens. 
The stars gleam on his mighty wings, 
Which seem ‘he oceans vast to shade, 
And as he soars, the angel sings. 
**Come, rest In heaven with me, dear maid,” 


ghe heard no more, from her fixed eyes 
Bofüy the parting spirit few - 


‘To meet her lover in the skies, 
Where hope and love are ever new. 


. LI LI 
Still,onthe shore - 
Bigheth the roar 

Of the ever murmuring 8243 
But no sorrow parts 
The loving hearts 

Throughout eternity, 


" In some eases of this kind 
PREVENTION 


in potter than eure."—8amuel Colgate’s pam- 
phle', page 7. f 
{And still the United States Raviced Statutes 
3893, page 763. amended Jaly 12. 1876, and the 
state laws, make it punishable by tine and im- 
prisopment to mall or deal in any article, or 
prescribe such. for preventing e»onception.] 
But that simple cleanser, designed and soid 
solely and only for purposes of personal puri- 
ty. preservation of health, and prevention of 
disease. which 


Anthony Comstock set out to Sup- 
press, 
bringing it before 
Three Grand Juries, 
and which has now become celebrated as the 
COMSTOCK SYRINGE, 


cannot come within the provisions of said fed- | 
eral or mate statues, Over 1,000 sold inthe last 
year- e 


Greatest Godsend to the Sex. 


tton up in this generation. Sent. securely 
Boxed. with special instructions. Confidential 
terms to agents. Price, $10, Address 
BAM. H. PRESTON. 
so:t 209 West 34th stree!, N. Y. 


George Chainey’s 


OF THE 
CHURCH OF THE UNITY, 
EVANSVILLE. INDIANA, 


And the foundations of the wall of 
the city were garnished with all manner 
of precious stones.—Rev. xxi, 19. 


For modes of faith let graceless bigots fight; 

His can’t be wrong whose life ia in the right; 

In faith and hope the world will disagree, 

But ali mankind's concern is charity; 

All must be fa'se'hat thwarttbis one great end; 

And all of God that bless mankind, or pu d 
Price 75 cents, Cloth. 


For sale st TnuTH SEEKER office, 141 Eighth 
street, New York. 


—_————— $$ 


MACHINERY, 


Hand, Foot and Power Presses Die Work of all kinds, 
. Perforating Dies @ Specialty. 


E. B. STIMPSON, 91 Spruce Stu N.R. 


tJan at 


LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


For Sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


FOUNDATION STONES 


Painoa Bust. yoiingha 
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aine’s Monument, endeli Phillips, 
Her net 
Humboldt, Henry Bergh, 
e! r . 
eva Pe arh y 
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Alex. Popo, roude, 
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Madison. . L. Henderson, 
pum rs 
n ouglas, 
Lincoln's Monument. y. P, Banks, Jj 
rrit 8 , V. Nasby. 
enty 0. right, jecher. 
Sumner, Moulton, 
E 
astollar, J. G. Bonnett, 
Tennyson, Chas, A. Dana, 
arwin Phoebe Carey, 
Tyndall, Alice Carey. 
H. Bpencer. Elizabeth O, Stanton, 
uxley. Busan B. Anthony, 
Proctor, Lucy Stone, 
prapor, E Julia Ward Howe, 
Bradlaugh. Qhas. Cheney, 
Holyoake, žaulina Davis, 
r80 Mary F, Davis, 
Entderwood, Fmms. H, Britten 
endum. izzie Fowler, 
Beaver, rs. Blenker, 
.. Colby, usan H. Wixon. 
Dr. Hare D. M. Benne 
udge J. W. Edwards. W. 8. Beli. 
izzie Doten. | z e Bundy, 
i . 8. Jo 
Ren jior E Walker Ase k; Butis, 
ure). . F. Jamieso 
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H. L. Green. 


Six Lectures on Astronomy, 
By Pror. HICHABD A. PROCTOR. 


Five of them were delivered at Steinway Hall. 
this city, in the winter of 1875-6, and were re 

orted honographically expressly for THE 

RUTH BEEEER by Miss M. S. Gontcharoff. This 
is tho most popu ar course of ‘ures ever de» 
livered by Professor Proctor, and ought to be in 
the possession of every person. Price 20 cents, 


The titles of the Lectures aret 


Growth of Worlds 
Life and Death of Worlds. 
er Worl Ours. 
: The Groat MiSterles of the Universe. 
ETC &nd Astronomy. 


D, M BENNETT. 141 Eighth st; EY | 100 


“SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES") WEY now GODELL 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


"This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
clear, bold type, and handsomely bound in 
ent containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price 


‘This book contains the principal points that 
Mr. fagersoll has made against the P-ntateuch 
in all bis lectures on that subjact, Fhe pam- 

hlets that hav been surreptitiously issued are 
[nootreot, fllled with mistakes, and consist of 
only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 
are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
book just issued. The book is unanswerable in 
ita facts and logic, inimitable in its style. and 
filled with wit, satire. eloquence, and pathos, 


Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
By the celebrated sculptor, CLARK MILES, 


binet size, price $2.50, i ` 
mall Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), 
price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 
shipment, Every admirer of this great Apostle 
of Liberty should hav at lea:t one, 


Photographs of Mr. Ingersoll. 


By Barony, the celebrated artist of New 
York, at the following prices: 


mperial or large size . wt o 40 cents 
hoto or card size ree, e 20 " 
Life-size Lithograph, 21x27 . 00" 


OB! paid. 
Fostago D. M. BENNETT, 
141 EranTu 87.. New York 


$66 & week jn your own tewn. Terms an: $5 
outfit free, H, Hallett & Ooa., Portland, Ms 


SUPERSTITION; 


THE RELIGION OF 


“ Believe or be Damned.” 


OPEN LETTER TO THE 


ST. JOHNS SCHOOL BOARD, 
BY 
M. BABCOCK., 


This book contains an inspired PHOTO- 
GRAPH' ot the GOD that's beirg worshiped at 
the expense of the district in our public 
schools; the God that " overehadowed” Mary; 
the God that’s wanted In the Oonsti' ution; the 
gentleman that owns some three bllilon dollare’ 
worth of untaxed church property; the sọ- 
helpemo” God that makes a jie the truth in 
court; the God that governors besought to stop 
the yellow fever, whic” he didn't do. 
ture is worth tbe price of the hook, P 
cents. Forsaleby' D. M. N 

141 Eighin Bir. et, Now York. 


THE LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


A collection of songs by Whittier, Longfellow, 

ryan’. Tennyson, and others, set to familia- 
tunes. Designed for Liberal Leaguer ani other 
meetings, and in Liberal homes. Compiled and 
edited by Eliz. Boardman Burnz. Price, halt 
bound and on heavy paper, 25cen:8 ; one hun- 
dred copies, $15.09; fitty, $8.00; twenty-five 
$5.00. Paver covers. 15 cents; one hundre 
eo pies, $10.00; fifry, $5.00; twenty-five covies, 
$38.00 Twocents per copy addiionul must be 
sent to prepay postage on all wholesale orders. 
Address all ordere to D. M. BENNETT. 


141 Eighth street. New York, 


Was Christ a God? 


Conclusions Drawn from 
Apostolic Writings. 


BY F. MENSIGA. 


OonTENTS.— Questionable Dogmas, Supersti- 
tion and Religion, the ADpearanas of Obrist, 
the Life of On: iat, Oomments aud Explanations 
of Jude, James, John, Peter, Paul (all his epis- 
tle), Acts, the Four Gospels. Revela lone, a 
Bummary. Erroneous Theories of Delty Heav- 
en. Devi!. Hell, the Author's Istuitions, Evolu- 
tion of Lite. A work of strength and merit. 

An octavo volume of 253 pages. Price, $1.00, 

Sold at this office. 


Superstition in all Ages. 
By JOHN MESLIER, 
A Roman Catholic Priest, 


Who. after a pastoral service of thirty bod at 
Htrepigny and But in ampagne, France, 
wholly abjur religious dogmas and left as his 
: be Will and Testament" to his parishion- 
ers, and to the world, to be published after his 


death, the above-named work, entitled " Oom- fh 


mon Sense.” 


This is a powerful work, and is attracting 
much attention from the Liberal puble. No 
more scathing arraignment of the Ohristian 
system has ever been made, not even by Vol- 
taire, as he himself confesses. The following 
is the opinion of a distinguished 
cerning the book: 


NEWBURYPORT Mass., Sept. 23,1878. 
To Miss Anna Knoop, Dear Madam: 

The work of the honest pastor, Jean 
Meslier, is the most curious and the most 
powerful thing of the kind which the last 
century produced. Thomas Paine’s "Age 
of Reason,” is mere milk and water to it, and 
Voltaire’s '“ Philosophical Dictionary” is a 
basket of champagne compared with a cask of 
fourth-proof brandy. You hav donea yirtuoug 
and humane act in translating his book 80 wel 


Price, cloth, $1.50; paper, $1.00, PABTON, 
. cloth, $1,50; paper, $1. 
7D. M, BENNETT 14: Elgnth At. N. Y, 


POCKET THEOLOCY. 
BY 


VOLTAIRE. 


Translated from the French by Miss Eilen 
Oarroll The firsttime ever published in Eng- 
lish. The pamphlet contains nearly 500 of Vol- 
taire’s sharp, terse, sarcastic. scathing defini- 
tions of theologica and ecclesiastical subjecta, 
mas. There is nothing in the 
verybo: 


lberal con- 


yore ge E ryb dy ugh to hava copy. 
pages. Price, only 


THE DEVIL? 


A series of Essays dedicated to the Bt, Johns | 


(Mlch.) School Board, 
BY M. BABCOCK. 
Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office 


THE 


Anonymous Hypothesis 
OF > 


Creation. 
A brief Review of the so-called Mosaic 
Account. 


BY JAMES J. FURNISS. 


Cloth; price S0 cents. Forsaleby | 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth Bt.. N. Y. 


$5 to B20 Bay hom AE Deo m? Ma 


Nathaniel Vaughan. 
A NOVEL.  .- 


By FREDERIKA MACDONALD, 
Author of *' The Iliad of the East," ** Xavier 


and I,” otc., ete. Three volumes in one; - 


extra cloth, beveled; black and gold 
back and side stamps; 12mo, 
404 pp., $1 25. 

` The characters are set before us by a few 
graphic and able toucher, not as puppets, but 

as living beings.—Pall Mail Gazette, : 
Power eloquence, and origiuality character- 
ize '' Nathaniel Vaughan " to a degree very une 
uenal among modern novels.—Jllustrated Lon- 


n News, 
An independent and respectable Puar ot 
character ‘in the law of circumstance.such as 
even George Eliot might not hav been ashamed 
to own. It is really an artistic composi'ion, 
with a gound moral ex V onod, though not ob- 
trnded, on the canvas.— Westminster Review. 


D. M. BENNETT. Publisher. 141 Eighth 8t.. N.Y 


—————M  —À—üÀ 
$72. WEEK, $12 à day at home easily made, 
Costiv outfit free, Pro: &Oo.. Anenat n Ma. 


KNOW THYSELF! 
f >. TEE untold miseries that ree 


sult from indiscretion in 
j E early life may be alleviated 


and cured. Those who doubt 


viality nervous end physical debility, 

or vitality Impaired by the errors of youth or to 
close application to business, may be restor 
and manhood regained. - : 

Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged, 
just published. Tt is a standard medical work, 
the best in the English language, written by a 
physician of groat experience, to whom .was 
awarded a gold and jeweled medal by the. Na- 
tional Medical Association. It contains baautie 
ful and very expensive engravings: Three 
undred pages, more than fifty valuable’ proe 
scriptions for all forms of prevailing: disease, 
the result of many years of extensive and sug- 
cessful practice, either one of which is worth 
ten times the price of thebook, Bound in French 
cloth : orice only $1, gent by mail post-pald. .. 

The London Lancet says: "No person should 
be without this valuable book, The author isa 
noble benefactor.” 
An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of 


P, A. BISSELL, M.D., President 
al Medical Anio Rss dont or the Natione 
Boston, Mass. The author HEAL . | 

may be consulted on all dis- : 


6 cents for postare, : 
The author refers by permiscion to Hon. 
Address Dr. W. H. PAR- 
KER. No,4Bulfinch street, 
1 di 
eases requiring skill and 
safes mar atid THYSEL 


f THE 3 

Cause and Remedy of the 

Present Financial Condi- 
tion of the Country. 


A lecture delivered at the. Courthouse, Albion, 
: New York. f 
BY MRS. A. H. COLBY, 


10 ta, F lo, whol t 
price ap og e Ron fele yh iang ana pp, 


D 


A NEW THEORY 


LIFE AND SPECIES! 
> IT GLV3 
A NEW IDEA 


Ag to now life came on this planet. 
Address J. PACKARD 
64T W. Pittsfield, Mass. 


‘Ruptures Cured. 
Bv mv Medical Compound and 
Rubber Elastic Appliance in 30 
days Roiliabie reterence given. Bend stamp 
dd Qironlar. ' 

1 t fhig. nd i: 
meu. Address Carr W. À COLLING WO O 
1346 , Bmi'hviile. Jefferson Co.. N. Y. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144 Propositions Proved Affirm- 
atively and Negatively with- 
out Comment. 


. Revised and Enlarged Edition. 
. 73 pages. Price, 25 cents. 
D. M. BENNETT, 141 Eighth St.. N, Y. 


Adr The Religio- Philosophical Journal pub- 
lishes and sells an imperfect, disordered, and | 
mangled «dition. with all the typographical 
errors of the edition of 1:60, from which it was 
pirated by the late 8, S. Jones 


Lom e 


INELAND, NEW JERSEY. 


Ê regularly educated and legally qualified 
physician, and the most successful, as his 
practice will prove. 

forms of Private, Chronic, and 


Biseases, Spermatorrhea, and 
Impotency, as the result of self abuse in 
youth, sexual excess in maturer years. and 
pthor causes, producing some of the fol- 
owing effects: Nervousness, Seminal Emis- 
sions (night emissions, by dreams), Dimness 
f Bight, efective memory, Physical Decay, 
Pimp es on 


Face, Aversion to Hoelety of Fe- |. 


males, Confusion of (deas, Loss of Sexual Pow- 
er, eto, ete. rendering marriage improper or 
unhappy, are thoroughly and permanently 
eured by an External Application, which is the 
Doctor’s latest and gre -test medica} discovery, 
and which he has 8o far prescribed for this 
bane'ul complaint in all i's stages without a 
failure to cure in a single case, and some of 
them were in a terribly shattered condition ; 
-had been in the Insane asylums, many had 

aJ Biokness— fits, ot J 
of consumption ; while others again hà - 
come Foolish and hardly able to take care of 
themselves. 

Syphi'is positively cured and entirely eradi- 
gated from the system. Gonorrhaa, Gleet, 
Atricture, Hernia (or Ri-pture ), Piles, and other 
private diseases quickly cured, Ail diseases of 
women such as Prolapsus Uleri, Leucorrhea, 
ete., treated with equal success. f 

De. R. P. FELLows has within the last fifteen 
years treated thousands of cases of all diseases, 
many of which were looked on as past recovery. 
and in fact had been given uo by their physi- 
Clans to die; but by the «id of D:. Fellows’ val- 
uable discoveries ip medicine were restored to 
health. and are now living monuments to his 
skill, There are few physicians that hav ate 
Rinne the same eminence, or rather the same 

igh position, in the art of healing as that of 
Dr, Fellows. His clear perception of disease 
and his great knowledge in preparing his med- 
icines to reach the cause of tha complaint in- 
tended, and a' last subdue it, place the Doctor 
at the head of his profession, - . 


PRIVATE MEDICAL COUNSELOR . 


Bent to any address, treating on the cause, of- 

fects, and cure of Spermatorrhoea, and contain- 

ing cures sworn to before a magistrate. which 
« positive and convincing testimony te the 
oetor's great skill, 


Consultations by letter free and invited. 
Charges reasonable, and correspondence 
strictly confidential Inclose two three 
cent stamps, and address as above. 

(From the Western Reformer.] 


"DR. R P. FELLOWS 
js a higbly educated and scientific physician. 
Ho has an original gre of practice, and is 
erfectiy reliable and trustworthy. We hav 
eard many flattering reports of his successful 
anrea of diganaaa tnaidant to humanity ” 


THE : 
Philosophy of Spiritualism, 
AND THE 
Pathology and Treatment of 


Mediomania. 
TWO LECTURES 
BY 
FREDERIC R. MARVIN, MD, 
Professor of Psychological Medicine and 
Medical Jurisprudence in the New 
York Free Medical College 
for Women. 
Read before the New York Liberal Club, 
March 20 and 27, 1874. 


Gioth: price so cents, For sale by 
D. M. BENNETT. 141 Eighth at.. N. Y. 


a nc 
AFREE BOOK FOR THE SICH, 


à rly 100 pages, in pamphlet form; 
Midi ning Ohronic Diseases can be qua 


original system of practice. It con- 

ane py cable aad suggestive notes on nearly 
ali the chronic ilis to Which the human family 
is subject, besides ilinstrative cases. and will be 
Bent by mail to any mo to Bay oo at of mailing, 
anda three-cent stamp to | fs e 

PU HING 
MUBRAY HILL D ux 


| &nd.ehodwma. In.tha 
t 


The Triith Seeker, December 18, 1880. 


WHAT IS MONEY? NEW BOOKS ON SALE. 


A DEBATE 
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
AND ` 
DR. T. A. BLAND, 


this office. —- 


Issues of the 


Age. 
CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED 
IN.MODERN THOUGHT. 
BY HENRY 0. PEDDER. 
Extra cloth, beveled, black and gold -back 
and side stamps, 12mo, 185 pp., 


- price, $1.00, 
Everything that we now deem of antiquity 
was at one time new; and what we now defend 


'|by examples will at a future period stand as 


precedents.— Tacitus, 

An admirably written, seholarly volume.—N. 
Y. Graphio SUP 

He presenta a safe guide through the bewil- 
dering labyrinth of scientific, philosophical, 
and theological speculations, and evinces 
therough familiarity with most of the modern 
theories advanced,—Jewish Times. 

The author of this volume has evidently kept 
company with many of the finer spirits of the 
age, until his mind has become imbued with 
the fragrance of their thought, He has excel- 
lent tendencies, elevated tastes, and sound as- 
pirations.—N. Y. Tribune, 


THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION. 


BY L. FEUERBACH, . 


Author of “The Essence of Ohristianity.” otc 
Translated from the German. 
Cloth, 12mo, 75pp., 50 cts. (Formerly 75 cts.) 


The spirit of the time is show, not substance, 
Our politics, our ethics, our religion, our 
science, is a sham, The truth-tellor is ill-man- 
nered, therefore immoral. Truthfulness is the 
immorality at anr aga!— Rrtraot 


THE-POCASSET TRACEDY THE 
LEGITIMATE FRUITS OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Discourse by 
WILLIAM DENTON, 


This is the masterly lecture reprinted in Tap 
TRUTH SgERER. It is the best On, tho su ject, 
edy was but the [ost man pes pat that sad, 
e teaching of the Bible. 


cents, D. M. BENNETT, : 
T 141 Eighth Street.N Y City. 


JUST OUT! 
Another Extraordinary Book ! 


Sixteen Saviors or None; 
OR; 
The Explosion of a Great Theologi- 


eal Gun. : 
By Kersey Graves, of Richmond, Ind. 
Being a reply to Joun T. Perry's “ Bix- 
teen Saviors or One." Two hundred 
&nd twenty-four errors are pointed 
out and thoroughly exposed. 


Second Edition. ; 


Mr. Perry, who is the literary editor of th 
Cincinnati Gazette, is one of the most learned 
and able critics. and one of the best historical 
scholars of the age in the orthodox ranks. His 

ork isareview of Kersey Graves’ * Sixteen 

rucified Saviors.” He claims not only to have 
refuted that work 
overthrown all the 


tr 
oft 
Price 10 


leading arguments of the I. 


ne | 
fidel world against. Ohristianity and the Bible, 


And Mr. Graves claims to hav met and ans were: 
and thoroughly demolished all of Mr. Perry’s 
arguments and positions against Infidelity and 
in support of orthodoxy. The most interesting 
and amusing feature of this work of Mr. Graves 
is his " Ecclesiastical Court,” in which he ex- 
amines all of Mr. Perry’s witnesses and author- 
ities, one by one, and arrays them against each 
other and sometimes against Mr. Perry himself. 
The witnesses in their cross-examination not 
only contradict each other and sometimes thom- 
selves, put n each other, showing some 
of them are not qualified to act as witnesses in 
the ease. This teature of the work is really 
laughable. It shows not only the utter failure 
ot Mr. Perry to prove what he designed, but that 
some of his witnesses seem to turn "state's evl- 
dence” egainst him and testify for Mr. Graves, 
And in addition to all this, Mr, Graves has cited 
from many the ablest authorities of the 
world an amount of historical testimony 
against Mr. Perry that is absolutely overwhelm- 
ing, The work is enlivened by uumerous anec- 
dores illuetrative of Mr, Perry's absurdities. 
One reader pronounces it, thunder-blast 
ainst Mr, Porry. and a dead shot on orthos 

oxy, Which leaves not & grosso spofof either. 
In the two works will be found the ablest argu- 
ments both foc orthodoxy and Infidelity. The 

ck comprises abou pages, 

is Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth $1. 


For saleby D. M. BENNETT. 
THE 
CAUSE OF HUMANITY, 
OR THE 


Rising and the Waning Faith, 


An INTRODUOTION to the STUDY OF THE ' 


POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY and the RELIGION 


[of HUMANITY. By OOURTLANDT PALMER. saa 


Price, 25 cente, 


but to hav answered and |. 


| ‘Whe following valuable Liberal 
BETWEEN a 


works hav been placed on sale, 
wholesale and retail, with “The 
,Xruth Seeker:” 


| Revelations of Antichrist . 


Pamphlet form. Price 8 cents, For sale at | 


CONCERNING 


Christ and Christianity. 


i1. "ANTIGHBIST" proves from history that James, 
Kepha ‘Qepnas, alias Peter), and Paul, all lived 
before the Ohristian era, ánd so did Jeaus 
rist--Indeed, many Ohrists and many by the 
name of Jesus, : : 
Thebook contains 446 pages. with a full Index 
; and table of contents. Price. $2.00. : 


; ESSAYS ON 
Mind, Matter, Forces, Theol- 
ogv, etc. 
BY OHAS. E, TOWNSEND. 


Extra cloth, 12mo., 404 pp., $1.00. 


This is a collection of Essays reprinted from 
various journals. They are chiefly intended to 
uphold the theory of the stability of mattor 
and forces and the perpetuity of minå, 


SEQUEL TO ESSAYS, Same author, 75 cents. 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With an Introduction on the 
Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 


Judaism, Ete. 
BY HALSEY R. STEVENS, 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 419 pp., $1.50. 


Faith and Reason; 


“Heart, Soul, and Hand Work. 


A concise account of the Ohristian religion, 
‘and all the prominent religions before and 
since Ohristianity. 


BY HALSEY B. STEVENS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 441 pp., $1.50. 


Positivist Primer: 
Being a series of familiar conversations on 
the Religion of Humanity. 

BY 0. G. DAVID. 

Price, 7% cents. ` 
THE ETHICS OF POSITIVISM: 


A critical study, By GIACOMO BARZELLOT- 
TT; Professor of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, 
Florence. Extra cloth, 12mo, 337 pp, $2.00. 


Through Rome On. 
A Memoir of Christian and Antichristian 
Experience. 

BY NATHANIEL RAMSEY WATERS, 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 852 pp. . . $1.75. 


CHRIST OF PAUL. 
BY GEORGE REBER. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pages, price $2.00. 
Mr. Reber givs an interesting account of the 


various sects and ereeda which antedated the 
formation of the Christian church, 


Cultivation of Art, and Its Relation 
to Religious Puritanism and 
Money Getting. 

BY A. R. COOPER. 
12m0. 48 pp: paper, 29 cts.; flexible cloth, 85 cts. 


THE HISTORICAL JESUS OF 
NAZARETH. 
BY M. BOHLESINGER, PH.D.. 


Ea of the Congregation Anshe Emeth. Al- 
Ny. N. X. 
Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price 75 cents. 


THE 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 
A Su of the Arguments Against Chris- 
mmary of riir i 
jl and 
ote [e a very vate aa SOR language the 


reasons why Ohristianity is afailure, Price, 50 
cente, . 


' PERSONAL IMMORTALITY, AND 


OTHER PAPERS. 
BY JOSIE OPPENHEIM. 


Extra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages; price, 75 cents. 


SOUL PROBLEMS, 


With Papers on the Theological Amendment | M 


and the State Personality Idea. 
BY JOSEPH E. PECK. 
Paper, 12mo, 63 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Mobi DOE 
MARY E. TILLOTSUN’S WORKS. 


Love and Transition, A poem of 
. comprising [illustrated Life 
i D, aoa Dits for che Close of the Nineteenth 
.Oentury. Price. $1 00. 
| Progress vs. Fashion, An essay of 
81 pages, on the saniary and social Influence 
of woman's costume. Price, 19 cents. 
Woman's Way Out. Opinione of em- 
inent and earnest, tuinkers on the effects of 


au Co P ny > 


Mi Sia at. Now Xork, 


The Gods and Religions 
of Ancient and Modern 
. Times. | 
In Two Large Octavo Volumes 
WRITTEN IN PRISON. : 


‘By D. M. BENNETT. 


Volume I. treats principally on all the 
Gods of the world. Volume IL. givsa full 
description. of the Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. An interesting and instruc- 
tiv work. Inclotit, $3 pèr vol. the two vole 
umes for $5. In Leather, Red Edges. $4 per 


.Vol., or $7 for the two volumes. Ia Murocco 


and Gilt Edges, $4 50 per vol., or $8 for the 


-| two volumes. Bent free of postage. 


LECTURES OF 


R.G.INGERSOLL. 
THE PEDPLE'S EDITION, 


Paper Covers. 


Vol. I. “The Gods, and other 


Lectures.” 


pam mie pin mter hon 
esles.’ Price, 50 cente, ON 


Vol. II. “The Ghosts, and 


other Lectures.” 
OonTENTS.—"* The Ghosts,” ” Libe 
Woman, and Ohild," 


f Mane 
3 " Declaration of Independe 
ence.” " Farming In Ilinois,” “Speech at Cina 
cinnati,” " The Post Rises Before Me Like a 
Dream.” Price 50 cents. 

Both volumes bound in one, price, $1.00. 

Photographs of Mr, Ingersoll, by Sarony, the 
celebrated artist of New York. at the following 


prices: 
Imperial, or large s126....e.000. 40 conta 
Photo, or card sig. .. .. ... ec 20 conte 


Life-siee lithograph, 31x97. ..... 50 cont 
Postage paid, 


` Either of the above Volumes 
handsomely bound in cloth, $1.25, 


Address D. M. BENNETT, 
141 Eighth 8t.. New York. 


THE 


JAMIESON-DITZLER DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
PROF. W. F., JAMIESON, 


Of Chicag», Ilt., and Minnesota, and the 
REV., JACOB DITZLER, D.Dy 
Ot Kentucky. 3 


Held in Ktrkeviile, Mo., duriog nine evenin 
—May 20-29, 1870. Synopsis report—officla 
This book of 220 pages aive an interesting prese 
‘entation of the -theologtont questione whioh 

ivide Obristians and Liberala» Tne Rev. 

i zier is rewarded as an abio defender of bia 
favorit Obrig'ian doctrias, but it will undonbte 
$i y be adm 'tred by the reader that Prof., W, 

amieson ful'y met all he had to offer. Onrise 
tian readers wi!l take more kindly to a work of 
tnis kind, giving both sides an equally f 
chance. than to booke on onr aide oni 
aes in paper overs 50 cente: well bouné, 

cents 


WORKINGMEN, READ! 
ALLEGORY. 


UNCLE SAM AND AMERICUS, 


A DIALOG ON 


LAND, LABOR, AND REFORM 
By F. E. BOYD. 


Outlines of a plan for a new American nae 
tional land and labor co-operatlv system, by 
which land and comfortable hom+s may be see 
cured to the poorest Classes nf every race, wich» 
out money or price, with the educational and 
social advantages of modern elviliz jon. Dee 
signed to ameliorate the conditiou of the struge 
gilog masses; to equaliz» pooulation; to pres 
vent vice. crime, «nd pauperism; to prevent 
the recurrence of industrial crises and feuds, 
labor riots, and popular foaurrections; to tors 
minate Lodian wars; to avold or do away wit! 
an oligarchy of landlords «nd capitaliste? an 
to preserve or restore the liber: ias of the people 
and the rights of self-government by bringin 
immediately together the two great elements o 
universal 1 rogress, land and i«sbor. 

** Phe land shel: not ba sold 1orever; for the 
land is mine; for ye are strangers and scjourme 
era with me" (L v. xx", 23). 

* Moreover. tha profit of the earth is for ali * 


(Ecciesiartes v, 9). 
Price 10 centa. 814 at this office, 


AN OUTLINE 


OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 
ITS CAUSES AND 
RESULTS. 


BY W. 8. BELL. 


There is probably no period of history in the 
world more interesting or mo:e important tha 
the French Revolution in tbe last contu: y. an 
r. Bell has traced it ably and in an interestin 
manner. Every one who reads it will be pleas 
with it. Price, 45 cents. Band to this office, 


SAMSON : 
A Mvth-Storv of the Sun. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom Ac- 
cording to the Holy Men 


of Old. 


of these works finds the Bible 
icc Berri fia in its character. He presents 
us a number of copies to be disposed of in the 
intereat of Tux TRUTH SEEKER. All who pure 
Chase will therefore aid Tag TRUTH SEEKER to 
DID NA USD ee D 

ni 

Perso, 20 cents; Gospel c4 the Kinmdom 
3 vols.. each. 30 Gon. 
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' ous utterances of his on the subj3ct, depreciat- 


Gems of Thought. — 


HERE'S freedom to him that would read, 
Here's freedom to him that would write } 
There's nane ever feared that the truth should 
be heard 
But they whom the truth would indj6t, 
s^ Burns. 

Work is the mission of m ap On this earth, A 
day is ever struggling " award, a day will are 
rive, in some approp” seta degree, when he who 
has no work to do, b» whatever name he may 
be named. will P ot ánà it good to show himselt 
in our quarter ef the solar system ; but may go 
and look og eisewhere 1? there be any idle 
planet dasoverable, Let the honest working 
man r’-foice that such law has been made good 
on aim, and hope that by and by all else will be 
Yaade &ood.— Carlyle, 


Pane and Voltaire both believed in God— 
Xyoth hoped for immortality—both believed in 
‘special providence; but both denied the divin- 
*ty of Jesus Ohrist, While theologians most 
cheerfully admit that murderers die without 
fear, they deny the rosslbility of any man who 
has expressed his disbelief in the jaspiration of 
the Bible dying except in an agony of terror. 
These stories are used in revivais and in Sun- 
day-schools, and hav long been considered of 
great value.—Ingersoll, 


Reason isthe noble gift by which the creator 
has distinguished man from all other animals. 
Now it would be a most unreasonable act first 
to endow a being with any faculty and then to 
prohibit its use, Sach a procedure would be, if 
possible, more absurd, in reference to the most 
distinguished and ennobling of all the powers 
of the mind. Moreover, God, who is all wisg- 
dom and all reason, could never create man in 
his own likeness, as it is said he did (Gen. 1, 27), 
and then forbid the employment of the very 
faculties which must form a principal feature 
in the resemblance.—Spurzheim, 


A counter fellow at the plough 

His acres tilled, he’s right enough; 

A country girl at her wheel, 

Her dizzons done, she’s vera weel; 

But gentlemen and ladies warst, 

Will an down want o’ wash and cursed, 
The latter, lounging, lank, and lazy. 
Though de’il hast alls them, yet uneasy, 
Taeir days insipid, dull, and restless, 

. Their nights unquilet, long, and tasteless: 
And e'en their sports, their balls and races, 
Their galloping through publie places, 
"There's sic parade, sic pomp and art, 

The joy can scarcely reach the heart. 
—Burns, 
EVEN in regard to the virtues of private and 
family life, the efficacy of the example and 
teaching of Jesus is diminished by his own ex- 
emption from domestic tles. We possess vari- 


not very soothing reply. - ; 


ibald Forbes’ lecture, 


the truly great resources of this country 


fine the lawyer for contempt of court, 


upon as a citizen, 


out in the pantry. 


swindle?” 


went out and saw the ticket man about it, 


ter) cuss those boys two shillings’ worth.” 


ing natural bonds in comparison with the HE HAD NO "SPINAL COLUMN,” 
spiritual, not indeed wholly devoid of justice, 
yet liable, by reason of their abrupt austerity, 
to misconstruction, We learn, besides, that 
while he looked upon celibacy as the highest 
state for persons destined to higher things, he 
entertained vigorous. notions as to the indissol- 
ubility of marriage, and also that he was a lover 
of chiidren.—Strauss. . 


THE most celebrated of the rabbis all learned 
some handicraft by which to support them- 
selva. for even those who held the position of 
teachers were not accustomed to recelve money 
for their lessons. Thus we find different rabbis 
mentioned as shoemakers, tailors, bakers, 1n- 
cense-makers, builders, gravediggers, lande 
surveyors; joiners, tanners, smiths, and what 
not. One of them sald: “It is good to combine 
the study of the law with some handicraft ; for 
the exercise of both together preserve a man 
from sin, But any study which 1s pursued with- 
out a handicraft ministers to vanity and draws 
sin behind it,—The Bible for Learners. ; 


Onz of the great objections made to woman's 
equality is that she is not physically strong 
enough to take her place as ruler, guide, and 
teacher of the race. But in a true condition of 
society, such as we all profess to believe is the 
highest and best, and one philosophers and 
humanitarians are laboring to bring about. 
where love, knowledge, and wisdom shall be 
the governing forces, and people shall be led 
and persuaded instead of compelled and foreed: 
—then woman will bein her element. Gentle, 
loving, kind, and persuasiv, the generons and 
noble patroness of all that is true, beautiful, 
and good; the teacher, the healer, and the wise, 
provident, and thoughtful mother, wife, sister, 
and queen. When moral force is held in prior-. 
ity to physical strength, and pity, compassion, 
and charity take the place of scorn, contempt, 
revenge, and hate, then will the holy rule of 
love and wisdom come upon earth as the great 


claimed:  : i 


my faro tables.” 
" But I don't know the game.” - 


know faro! 
you!” 


Detroiter and quickly asked: 
“ Whar’ from?" su i 
“ Detrolt.". j 


ner.” 


the question hesald:.. 


weigh dust?” 
“Yes.” 


after his nip and refuses to hand over?” 
"Tlleallthe police." : k 


D. Slenker. 

THERE is à very large amount of blind acqui- | day and found.” 
escence in our tacit acceptance of propositions | “‘I-—I guess I won't take it." 
which never become the subject of any real or 


confuse the line of demareation between mere | by looking at yet” 
intellectual notions and states of credenze or 
conviction. Of this nature is the acceptance | time it was a man who exclaimed: 
given by the mass of mankind to the statements 


ious creed handed down from parent to child. | got $200 for yel” ; : 
Some are found believing, in the full import of| " Why, that would be murder!” 


the term ; others, opposing no negativ in any }/ "What of It! Do you expect to hang out 
way, yet never perform any actions, nor enter- | around here over a day without doin" any 


tain either hopes or fears, as a consequence of | shootin’? Whar was- yə raised?” . 
their supposed acceptance of the religion of| “In Detroit.” CREE got 
their fathers. Their belief, accordingly, must 


be sot down asa nonentity.—Ohambers’ Éncyclo- | etter run home to yourma, you had]: Out ye 
pedia, io 


goi so long!” ` 


Odds and Ends. 


Ax tho hight of a hot discussion between two. 1 Disoueston 
Jews ‘one ‘cried; "Goodness ! don't eat mel" | two Olor 
" Indeed," said the other. "my religion -for- 
bids.” . , 


"Tr I hay ever used any unkind words, Han- 
nab,” said Mr. Smiley to Mra. Smiley, reflactiv- 
ly, “I take them all back." “Yes, I-suppose 
you want tò use them over again,” Was the 


" KiwGs I Hav Met,” is the title of Mr. Arch- 
Some day Mr. Forbes 
will come across three “kings and a pair of 
sevens. Then hé will learn something about 


A CERTAIN lawyer was compelled to apologize 
to the court, . With, stately. dignity he ‘rose in 
his place anü gatd: Your Honor fs right and F 
am wrong, as your Honor-generally is.” The 
Judge hardly knew whether to feel happy or 


: WHEN an Eastérn man goes to Colorado he is 
called a "tenderfoot" until he has been 
stabbed, shot at, engaged in a free fight, has 
fallen down a mine, been kicked by a mule 
and chased by a vigilance committee. Then 
they admit that he is getting used to the coun: 
try, and when he kills his man he is looked 


IT was in a Ban Francisco restaurant, the 
other night, thata walter was apologizing to a 
guest for the dilapidated state of his napkin, 
" Don't mention it,’ responded the customer, 
sadiy, "I don’t mind the holes in the least 
That part of your napkin: fs always sure te be 
clean.” And the next ten’ minutes nothing 
could be heard but the butter combing its hair 


Ir was in the Galveston Opera House. . The 
two gentlemen were from the country. After 
the cartain fell on the first act one of them, 
who had been reading the program, said in an 
exel'ed manner: "It's an infernal swindle 
just got up to take in strangers. " What's a 
“Here it says the next act is two 
years later. I wonder if they think we are go- 
Ing to stay in Galveston, at two dollars a day, 
for two years, just to see this thing out?” They 


Ong day the poet Whittier was exchanging 
reminiscences with Miss Abigall Dodge (Gall 
Hamilton), when he told the following story ot 
an old Friend,who was very much annoyed one 
afternoon by some. boys following hin and 
especiaily when his hat blew off, calling out to 
him: " Go it, Broadbrim! Limber up and you'll 
catch it yet!” The Friend noticed another boy 
coming down the street, and sald: ‘Boy, is 
thee profane?" "Then (handing him a quar- 


Somewhere between Leadville and Gunnison 
City wanders a Detroiter who-is penniless, rag-. 
ged, hungry, and discouraged. Four weeks ago 
he met a Michigan man out there and gent his 
love to all inquiring friends at home, and also 
explained why he was in that hard-up condi. 
tion, He was too honest and too particular for 
that country. He reached Gunnison City witti- 
out a dollar in his pocket, but with lots of am- 
bition in his soul, and soon met a man who ex- 


"Iean giv you one of thé softest snaps, at 
four dollars per day, I want you to run onè of 


"You don't say, stranger. You must hav 
had a queer bringing up. Out here and don't 
Pass on, no time to bother with 


The second man applied to for a situation 
squinted his eye and took a long look.at the 


* No use—that’s too far east. My pard ran off 
with the company funds last night, and I cal- 
kerlated on payin’ somebody about a hundred 
dollars to overtake him and bring ma back hig 
scalp. You'd look sweet takin’ his trail, you 
would! You’d better inquire on the next cor. 


The next corner was the site of a saloon about 
to be opened. The proprietor was a six-footer 
with a revolver on each hip, and in response to 


" I s’pose you know how to pour whisky and 
“Suppose that one of the tuff ones comes in 


pono be hanged! Every man's his own 
I policeman out here. You must open on him 
gift of the brotherhood of humanity.—Zimina | with a shooter and keep on pulling the trigger 


until he falis! This git’s open at three dollars a 


“Then git! No place for milksops around 
practical stake. These beliefs, falsely so called, | here! Might a-knowed you hadn't any nerve 


The Detroiter made one more effort, This 


“Glad to see ye—sot down a bit. You see 
they are accustomed to hear from the better- | there's bad blood between me and the feller 
informed class respecting the facte of science | called Sandy Tom. We've agreed to drop each 
and the transactions of history, They do not | other on sight, and we mean business. I want 
dispute these statements, and yet they might be | to bulge on him, and bein’ yóu'ré & stran Sor 
little disposed to commit their serious intere | you can help me.: Put this Derringer in your 
ests to such facts., So with regard to the relig- | pocket and go and shoot Sandy Tom and Ive 


"Git! You havn'tany spinal column! You'd 
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George Bischel, 


No. 4 St. Marks Pl. (th $t., 
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Oholee Stock of Imported and Native . 
(California and Ohio) Wines and, Brandles, 
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City Delivery Free, 
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for‘the benefit of his patients, many of whom 
& of the Union, the Do- 


Law of Ponulation," and is editor of the Health 
This Institute is conducted by a'gtaif 
of experienced skilful physicians who devote 
their whole time and attention to the treament 
of all CHRONIC DISEASES of BOTH SEXES in 
separate departments. The Inetitute is well 
known to many leading physicians, to whom 
reference can be made, who wili giy xssurance 
that all patients wiii be treated skilfully. and 
honorably, Among other diseaseg of a chronic 
nature, special attention is given here to those 
of the neryous system.as Seminal Weakness, 
Nervous Exhaustion, Impotency. Epilepsy, 
Diseases of the Bladder, Lungs; Kidneys, and 
Skin. Syphilitic and Serotulous diseases, and 
ail Digoasos of Women: Questions for invalids 

: application. ress T. R. KIN- 
GET, M. D., 317 E. 14 h st., New York. amoo 
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rerpond with ladies forty or fifty years of nee, 
Object, to find a life partner. Materialistic 
views preferred. SAML HINDMAN, 

m 


Campbell Hill, Ill. 
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Should read the preiude to 
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Freethinkers' Badge Pin. 


Single badge, $1.50; club of one- 


NA club of one dozen or more, to one 

widress, $1.35 each. One badge 
free for a club of 16; two free fora 
olub of 25. Badges of solid gold. 
Packages registered and postage 
paid. Remit by p^st-office order 
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.N. B.—The above are net prices without dis- 
count or variation. 
. , Address the originator and patentes, - 
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Notes and Clippings. 


INGERSOLL has givən voice to an aphorism 
that will liv, '' A compromise,” says he, "isa 
proceeding in which the hypocrits deceive each 


ther" That's very good indeed.—Leavenwor'h 
"Times. 


PRESIDING Elder Oarhart, D.D,, of Wisconsin. 
lately convicted by a Methodist conference of 
" lying. perjury, and {mmoral conduct.” has &p- 
pealed, and l8 now on trial before twenty-one 
delegates from various Western states, 


Mount Baker, Washington Territory, has 
now joined the array of volcanoes, headed by 


Mount Vesuvius, in activ operation in 

parts of the earth’s surfaes. Whether Tem 
anything more than an accidental occurrence 
in their apparently concerted outbreak the sel- 
entific people must be left to tell. 


Woop eutting 1s very activ this winter, in view 
of the great demand for lumber, It is expected 
that 100,000,000 more feet of logs will be obtained 
woods than ever ; 
Maine eut will also be much bras tee tam: 
bering business of the Lake, Huron shere, of 
the Big and Little Manistee, and of the Ohan- 


diera, Ont., mills 
harand precii will be many millons ptos 


and shingle fa 
anas hdn "d factories are projected throughout 

THE gompany which has been founded for 
taking preliminary steps to ascertain whether 
‘submarine tunnel can be made between Calais 
and Dover hag at last succeeded in driving a 
shaft down to the depth at which the tunnel, if 
practicable, would hav to be made. Although 
łu the upper strata there was a good deal of 
Water, there is no infiltration of itin the gal- 
lery, which is inthesolid rock A second shaft 
18 about to be driven, and the directors say that 
if no unforeseen obstacle arises the tunnel 
might be completed in four years, 


In spite of the prejudice against them the 
Ohinamen in California continue to assimilate 
their practices closer and more close With those 
of the "Melioan man." Theyget drunk and are 
arrested and clubbed, run away with one an- 
other's wives, contract the small-pox and debts, 
for which they are sued, and now three of them 
hav been discovered to be professional bur- 
glars, with a complete outfit, from sectional 
jimmy to dark lantern. They istole just as 
much as white men would, too, which is an- 
other proof of the advancement of the race. 


Tue English bear the bloody palm of railway 
slaughter from us. Inthe first nine months of 
this year 891 persons Were massacred under 
the wheels of the iron juggeruaut in the United 
Kingdom and 4,701 suffered mutilation. The 
average was over three deaths and seventeen 
casualities a day. These figuies out-Herod the 
At the famous battle of 
the Alma there were but half the number of 
killed and wounded that this sanguinary re- 
cord shows. If England possessed a few more 
lines of railroad the country would be in peril 
of depopulation within the generation.— Truth, 


Way don’t the papers which viewed the pros- 
pect of the " Passion Play " with such righieous 
horror hav something to say about the angelic 
feature of the coming produetion of ‘‘ Uncle 
Tom's Oabin?” Ifthere ever was & burlesque 
on any subject. sacred or profane, it is the one 
which has. on occasions, formed that feature of 
the dramatic fossil in question, in which the 
impossible young person who dies figures as 
one of an assemblage of Immortals in a heaven 
of paint and canvas. The characters of the 
" Passion Play” were men and women who did 
not pretend to be anything else. The band of 
angels at Booth’s could not pass for anything 
but very mortal mortals. indeed. no matter 
what they might pretend. 


. A QoNNEOTIOUT clergyman, being asked to 
officiate at the funeral of a poor man's wife, in- 
quired of the widower what carriages had been 
hired; and, when told, requested that a partic- 
ular team ani vehicle be obtained in addition 
because they were the ones he and his wife 
habitually used, and he might wish to take a 
pleasure ride after the services. This disgusted 
the widower, and he secured the services of an- 
other minister. On the following day the firs 
clergyman sent for him and inflicted a severe 


EST EATS 


reprimand for disrespectful treatment of his 
late wite's pastor, "I want you to understand," 
sald he, “that when I marry or bury any one I 
am pald for my gervices. As for that other fel- 
low, he’s always ready to do any ditty Work." 


Ix acertain olty in Italy a reverend canon, 
the chosen custodian of a church belonging to 
the general chapter, found means to double his 
emoluments by -robbing corpses; Some time 
ago he robbed the gravé of a cardinal, appro- 
priating the jewels which had been buried with 
the body. The other day he stole a ring. a 
cross, and @ silver crucifix from the grave cf 
another Monsignore, This fact being discov- 
ered, the thief was denounced, and the magis- 
trates orderéd an immediate inquiry to be held: 
The press asserts that the publié prosecutor. 
happening to be a relation of the accused, has 
hushed up the affair, making him restore the 
precious objects, and asserting that they had 
Only been removed for ten or twelve days for 
the purpose of cleaning. This perversion of 
justice—a magistrate making himself the ac- 
complice of a sacrilegious thief--has caused a 
great Scandal in the sald city. 


Marx Twatn having been asked to contribute 
to the newspaper issued at the fair in ald of 
abused children in Boston, wrote: "Why should 
I want a ‘Society for the Prevetition of Oruelty 

: when I hay a baby down 
at Kept me HI TOUTS TAS 


night with no pretext for it bata desireto make 
truuvly 6 Tulo votre Overy ulglt, and LU vasa- 


bitters me, because I see now how needless i! 
was to put in the other burglar alarm, a costly 
and complicated contrivance, which cannot be 
depended upon, because it’s always getting out 
of order and won't ' go; whereas, although the 
baby is always getting out of order, too. it can 
nevertheless be depended on. for the reason 
that the more it gets out of order the more it 
does go. Yes. Iam bitter against your society, 
for I think the idea of it is all wrong; but if 
you will start a Society for the Prevention of 
Oruelty to Fathers, I will write you a whole 
book.’ 


Cou. STEPHENSON, of the United States Geo- 
logical Survey. has turned another page in the 
long-Bealed volume of American antiquities. 
A large village of cliff dwellers has been dis- 
covered between the Jemez Mountains and the 
Rio Grande rlver.in New Mexico. The cliff: 
rise to a hight of from fifty to five hundred 
feet. Some of them contain two.some three, 
and others as many as five lines of dwellings, 
rising line above line, and back toward the 
mountain, tier above tier. The houses on the 
top of the cliff in the abandoned city.are rec- 
tangular in form, but the caves are circular, be- 
ing ten to fifteen feet in diameter, with arched 
roofs. Within the excavations are numerous 
small rooms. Before each line of dwellivgs 
there appears to hav been pavements, some- 
times four or five feet in width, on the broades* 
of which Ool. Stephenson found imprints of 
feet. Many pictures and hieroglyphics adorn 
the face of the rock. 


Acousations of dishonesty are now made by 
scme of the Mormons against their bishops in 
Gonnection with the tithing system.  Evory 
Mormon is required to giy to the church au- 
thorities one-tenth of all nis products if he is a 
farmer, the same rroportion of his prefits if he 
is in mercantil or profeszional business. and of 
his wages if he is an employée. Special officers 
are appointed to collsct these tithes. and they 
are exacted With the utmost rigor. Five hun- 
dred Mormons lately went into Colorado to 
work on a railroad, and supposed they were for 
the time safe from the customary exaction, but 
Brigham Young, Jr.. followed them, and de- 
manded a tenth of their pay. The titkes yield 
not less than a million dellars a year to the 
church. and of this large revenue the head men 
make no accounting to the people, It is charged 
that & more corrupt and successful ring than 
T weed’s exists at Balt Lake City, and its early 
downfall is predicted. 


STRANGE revelations concerning the dismal 
superstition stil prevalent in the rural dis- 
tricts of west Prussia were disclosed in the 
course of Dr. Kotleyski’s recent trial at Stuhm 
for “unlawful practices.” This person had 


-acquired a widely-spread reputation among 
the peasantry as & sorcerer. Some time ago a 
woman afflicted by epilepsy applied to him for 

Having diagnosed her ease, he dee 


& cure. 
slared that she was possessed by four devils 
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conjured into her body by a female neighbor. 
He then proceeded to exorcise these demons, 
three of whom promptly quitted their human 
tenetment in obedtende to his spells. The 
fourth, however, laughed his lidentatiéns to 
scorn. This fiendish recalcitrance led him to 
the discovery that, in order to expel the cbstl- 
nate demon, it would be necessary that the 
epileptic woman should swallow a draught of 
thé witch's blood: fn otdef to obtain this 
nostrum he betook himself to the dtyelling of 
the woman by him accused of witchcraft and 
beat her until she lay senseless on the floor. 
But for the interference of a resolute neighbor 
he would hav murdered his victim, Arraigned 
for this crime before a Prussian tribunal, he 
declared th opén ddurt that he had done noth- 
ing more than his duty to his patíetit, and that 
he had not only frequently ridded posséssed 
persons of their flendish inmates by similar 
means, but had often seen and spoken to devils 
with whom he had thus dealt; He was sen- 
tenced to four months’ imprisonment by the 
tribunal of Stuhm. 


Most of the churches which are ever Willing 
to &o into the falr and oyster supper business 
are now actively engaged in entetprised of this 
sort. The height of the church fair reason is 
from tow till Obristmas ete, after which time 
the demand for Oliristrias presents drops off 


snd the fair buainass.al aes ) - 
tice of merely holding lakona. The ol th nae 


which go by the "t 
articles ^ 18 & tin ame of jusefal and, fancy 


only a sale of dolls and pincushions and the 
like would be voted a bore, and nobody would 
attend it except a few retired old 15dies with no 
money. To beat all successful the promoters 
of the church fair of to-day must provide a 
Punch and Judy show and a set of tableaux with 
red and green fire. They must haY musical arid 
Semi-dramatie attractions, and something 
either to be raffled for or got rid of by voting at 
so much a vote. The churches which do not 
allow raffüiüing are very expert at voting their 
goods away. An iced cake as large as a grind- 
stone and quite as digestible is too heavy for 
any one pereon to buy. Therefore it is set up 
to be voted for, the most popular person recelv- 
ing the greatest number of votes and taking the 
cake. It sometimes leads to unpleasantness for 
the pastor and the Sunday-school suverintend- 
ent to be pitted against each other as to popu- 
larity on a cake vote ata dollar a vote. But the 
cake must go off and the money must be raised, 
even if Zion mourns in consequence. The 
shurch fair business is & costly way to dodge 
benevolence, and generally costs a good deal 
more than it comes to. 


Tue New York Times. in a recent editorial on 
the advent of Gavezzi. the Italian patriot, in 
‘his country in search of aid for his Protestant 
Missicn at Rome, makes the following asser- 
tions: " While Protestantism has made an in- 
significant growth 1n Italy, Infidelity has grown 
with enormous rapidity. In the large towns 
the great mejority of the men believe in noth- 
ing. They hav broken With their old faith, but 
hav accepted nothing in it place. It is not un- 
fairto assume that to this result the labors of 
Gavazzi and his associates hav to some degree 
uawittingly contributed. Gavazzi boasts that 


lutioniat is still at his congenial mark of attack 
and destruction. It ‘would be well to convince 
the Italians of the errors of the papacy 1f. at the 
same time, they could :be taught a better faith. 
but there is no mind more acute, subtle. and 
logical than the Italian mind, and when the 
Italian is taught to disbelieve in the infallible 
church. he declines to believe in its stead an in- 
fallible book to be interpreted by this or that 
Protestant pastor, and the interpretation to be 
accepted or rejected by him, as his own judg- 
ment may dictate. No man can abandon the 
faith which he has inherited through many 
generations without undergoing a terrible 
strain which unfits him to immediately assimi- 
iatea new Greed. The preaching against the 
pope to which Gavazzi devutes himself may de- 
tach men from the Roman Oatholie church, but 
a very 8mail proportion of them will accept 
GavazziasaProtestant pope. The cause that 
gains where the Roman church loses in Italy is 
not Protestantism, but Infidelity. There is & 
menacing prospect that Ltaly will before long 
become Atheistic, but no prospect whatever 


that she wil] become Protestant," 


in Rome he preaches every week agalnst the: 
pope, always againstthe pove. The old revo- | 


. BRO WAY. 


Events of the Week. 


THE Pope has appointed Cardinal Jacobini 
us his Secretary of State, 


THE postage on letters in Italy has been ree 
duced from four cents to two. 


A sHrp canal across France. from the Atlantic 
to the Mediterranean, is projacted. 


OrrizENB 0f Milwaukee are petitioning to hav 
women appointed on the police force, 


Grn. O. O. Howarp has been placed in coms 
mand of West Point in place of Gen, Scofield. 


TERRIBLE destitution and suffering prevail in 
the new Irish settlement of Connemara, in Min- 
nesota, 


Tux British bark Nile was recently capsized 
atsea. The captain and pact of the crew Wero 
drowned. 


Tur Duchess of Westminster died at her 
residence at Bournemouth, ‘England. on the 
seventeenth, 


A banD of Spiritualists are digging for gold 
neat Albion, N. Y.. under the direction of a 
Rochester medium. 

Tu Ohilians hav captured the Peruvian city 
ot Pisco. -Six hundred lives were lost in the 
aseault on the town. 


Ao PAULY sas AATOM AOLUALUD UAV 
More troops are being ordered across the Ohan- 
nel by the government. 


Mount BAXER, in Washington territory. em- 
ulating Vesuvius and Mauna Loa, has begun 
operations as an activ volcano. 


A wrpoWrn's housekeeper, in Brookfield, 
N: X., is on trial for poisoning his daughters so 
that she might marry the old man, 


IN the last si% weeks nearly one thousand 
cases of diptheria hav been reported in Brook- 
iyn, of which one-third proved fatal. 


Tux governor of Idaho complains that owing 
to the great influx of Mormons, that territory 
is greatly in danger of being Mormonized, 


A NATIY king was recentiy sentenced to six 
teen years’ imprisonment bythe English gove 
ernor of Accra, on the west coast of Africa. 


ELEYEN persons lost their Hves in & burning 
paper manufactory at Buffalo on the 17th. 
Nine othere were badly burnt but escaped alive. 


By an explosion. a few days ago, a steam 
boiler was blown athousand feet into the air, 
landing two hundred feet from the starting 
D'aco, 


À. FAOTORY has boen discovered at Milwaukee 
that turns out twelve thousand pounds of oleo- 
margarine per day, all of which is sold as 
butter. 


Tux wife of Ex-Governor Sprague, of Rhode 
Island, has sued him for divorce. on the ground 
of infidelity, drunkenness, cruelty. and failure 
to provide, 


A MAN has just been released from the Mary~ 
lani Penitentiary who has served thirty-five 
years ín different prisons for three different 
homicides, 


TEE Oklahoma colonists hav decided to wait 
tili they learn the determination of the authors 
ities at Washington before they invade the 
Indian territory. 3 


Axsovut half a mile of Broadway. this city, is 
now lizhted by electricity. The Brush light is 
used, and the lamp posts are twenty feet high 
and a block apart. 


A TREE fight between different classes of stu- 
dente in the University of Pennsylvania took 
place at Philadelphia a few days ago. Several 
of them were wounded. 


Tax fire in the Stellarton coal mine in Nova 
Scotia still burns fiercely, defying all efforts to 
putit out. Men are engaged in filling theshafts 
with dirt in order to smother the flames, 


Muon excitement was lately caused in Vir- 
ginia by the sale of three negroes ‘for three 
months as a penalty for vagrancy. The gale was 
made by the authorities under an eld law. but 
so great was the wrath of the colored people at 


this step backward toward slavery that the va« 
grants were 8Qon liberated. 


“wrens, sparrows, linnets, canaries, larks, quails, 


‘pheasants, doves, pigeons, thrushes, nightingales, 


thousands upon thousands of sea-shells of every 
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Letter from Europe.—No. 18. 
LONDON AND HOME, | 


Lonvon, Oct. 28, 1880. 


Dear FRIENDS: I will not ask you to listen to a 
full detail of all the places I am visiting here, and 
all the sights I am seeing ; but perhaps you will be 
willing to read a little about how I am spending 
my time and some of the observations I have 
to make, If you have read the long, tedious letters 
Ihave written, you certainly have done well, and as 
a reward it will only be an exhibition of mercy on 
my part to make this last letter more brief, and not 
inflict upon you in my last effort a full measure of 
my talkativeness. ; P 

After calling upon several friends on Monday, 
and obtaining the mail from home, which had accu- 
mulated, I spent a few hours in reading letters and 
Tur TRUTH SEEKERS, which were in store for me. 
These were a positive pleasure. ‘There are no 
TRUTH SEEKERS published in Italy, and I assure 
you it was refreshing to once more peruse a few 
numbers of that best of all papers. - 

Among the first places visited was the British 
Museum. I had of course spent several hours there 
in August last, but I had not looked through the 
upper portion of the establishment, particularly in 
the department of natural history, as much as [ 
wished to, Accordingly, half a day was very agree- 
ably passed there in looking at the hundreds and 
thousands of stuffed birds of every conceivable and 
knows kind, from perhaps nearly a hundred hum- 


robins, kingfishers, grouse, hawks, owls, eto., eto., 
up to pelicans, penguins, flamingoes, cranes, storks, 
rooks, ravens, crows, eagles, vultures, condors, and 
ostriches. There were many, many thousands of 
them all, skilfully prepared and arranged in large 
upright glass cases next to the walls of a dozen 
large rooms communicating with each other. The 
representatives of the torrid zone were numerous 
and magnificent. One cannot realize how many 
strange and beautiful members of the feathered tribe 
there are until he sees a collection of this kind. 

In the center of the rooms were perhaps one or 
two hundred glass cases, like long tables, filled with 


conceivable size and kind, from those that are two 
feet or more across to the tiny little fellows that 
can scareely be seen with the naked eye. Many of 
them are most beautiful and curious, and all are 
neatly arranged in classes, orders, and genera. The 
shells alone afford ample subjects of study for a 
week, and unmistakably impress one with the con- 
viction that nature is a marvelous workman, capable 
of aceomplishing the most astonishing results. The 
endless variety of these shells is wonderful in the 
extreme, and the exquisite coloring, diversity of 
form aud style, are quite overwhelming. 

The collection of stuffed animals, all the way 
from the tiny mouse up to lions, bears, rhinoc- 
eroses, and elephants is very great. No one would 
imagine that there were such a great number of va- 
rieties of monkeys, dogs, squirrels, deer, elk, ante- 


lopes, wolves, and all the rest of them, far too numer- 


ous to mention. These thousands of animals, except 
some of the larger ones, are behind tall glass cases. 
The collection of reptiles of all varieties is also 
very full, from the largest crocodile down to the 
smallest lizard. Some of tbe turtles originally 
weighed over a thousand pounds. The collection of 
the snake family is also very large. The boa-con- 
atrictor is a monster. The collection of corals is 
very large and interesting. It is wonderful what 
those little animals have accomplished. The collec- 
tion of bugs and insects is a museum in itself, and if 
thoroughly studied would require weeks for the 
purpose. Many curiosities of the British Museum 


must be passed unnoticed. It is unquestionably the 


largest collection of antiquities, curiosities, speci- 
mens of natural history, books, voins, works of art, 
etc., in the world. : 

' On a not very pleasant day I visited the Zoologi- 
cal Gardens, which are located in the northwestern 
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portion of Regent Park. The park is & beautiful 
one, containing 450 acres, very finely laid off and 
decorated, and enriched with lakes; statuary, shade- 
trees, shrubbery, beds of flowers, etc. Its outer 
drive is a circult of two miles, the inner one is a 
circle nearly a mile in circumference, with outlets 
into the outer drive. : ; 

The Zoological and Botanical Gardens were estab- 
lished: more than fifty years ago, and are planted in 


For a Life Devoted to the Publis Good,” 


In the canopy are said to be inserted twelve thou- 


sand polished gems, ef which two. hundred are 


onyxes, The entire monument has a very rich 


appearance, 


Directly opposite to the memorial stands the 


Royal Albert Hall. The building is of an oval 


shape, being 200 feet long, 180 feet wide, and 140 


feet high. It is used for oratorios and large con- 


a live state a large share of the beasts, birds, reptiles, 
including serpents, which I saw stuffed in the 
British Museum. The different varieties of animals, 
birds, etc., are in houses by themselves and often at 
considerable distance from each other; thus there is 
a lion house, a snake house, a monkey house, a par- 
rot house, a bear pit, etc. The lions are fed daily 
at 4 p.M,; the eagles at 3:30 ; the seals at 4:30; the 
snakes every Friday. They are not Catholics, for 
they eat on that day ducks, rabbits, sparrows, frogs, 
chickens, etc., and these are given to them alive. 
The botanical gardens in connection, including the 
culture of rare plants and flowers, is a very inter- 
esting feature. i 


ant weather, and it is the most popular park in Lon- 
don. It contains 360 acres, some portions of which. 
are considerably elevated, and the whole interspersed 
with pleasant walks and drives, the whole: orna- 
mented with luxuriant and beautiful trees, shrub- 
bery, and flowers. A lake, a mile or more in length, 
called the Serpentine, on which are many row- 
boats, adds much to the beauty of the :grounds. 
The southeast entrance of the park, near Apsley 
House, is marked by a handsome series of arches 
and balustrades. Near by, on an elevated pedestal, 
stands & colossal bronze. statue of Achilles, cast 
from the cannon taken at the' battles of Salamanca 
and Waterloo, weighing thirty tons, and (as the in- 
scription declares) * erected to the Duke of Welling- 
ton and his companions in arms by their country- 
women." The cost of it was $50,000. "The north. 
east entrance, at the end of Oxford street, is formed 
by the marble arch removed from the front of 
Buckingham Palace. There are several ‘other en- 
trances, but not so distinguished. Most elegant 


equipages are seen here in great numbers on every. 
pleasant afternoon. It 18 very tashionable for pedes- | 


triaņs eanestrians as wall-as 
carriages, Wealth and fashion are here largely rep- 
resented. . 


Hyde Park ; the broad road which connects, them 
bears the uneuphonious name of Rotten Row. The 
gardens are two and a half miles in circumference, 
and, combined with Hyde Park, contain some seven 
hundred aeres. Several beautiful gates connect 
with the street on the southern side. Near the west: 
end of. the grounds stands Kensington Palace, 
which is one of the royal palaces, and occupies a 
pleasant situation. It was built late in the seven- 
teenth century, and was first occupied by William 
III. and his queen Mary. Queen Victoria waa born 
in it in 1819. It is at present the residence of the 
Duke and Duchess of Teck. The Kensington Mu- 


very picturesque style. The collection of animals 
and birds is doubtless the largest in the world. Here 
are two hippopotamuses, five elephants, two rhinoce- 
roses, several camels, three giraffes, a dozen lions, 
with tigers, leopards, panthers, hyenas to match, and 
perhaps fifty antelopes, deer, elk, etc. Here I saw in 


certs, and is a magnificent hall for the purpose. It 
will comfortably seat ten thousand persons. It is 
lighted in day-time by an immense skylight over- 
head, and for evenings it has nearly five thousand 
gas jets, which are lighted almost instantaneously 
by electricity. The organ contains eight thousand 
pipes, and is pronounced the finest in the ‘world. 
The bellows which supply it with wind are worked 
by two steam engines. Steam power is also used to 
operate two enormous fans for ventilating the 
building. The passage-ways, or promenades, out- 
side its three or four tiers of seats, are very capa- 
cious, and a circuit round the building is quite a 
journey, but the walk is enlivened by beautiful 
statuary. The various private rooms and conveni- 
ences for guests are commodious ; and I must pro- 
nounce the establishment, as a theater, opera, or 
music hall, one of the first in the world. The 
Opera House in Paris is probably finer, but I think 
‘not so large. 

I have visited but three theaters in London; two 
were rather small, and. the Alhambra, very large. 
Here I witnessed an interesting ballet in which fifty 
females participated. The dancing was very fine, 
and the spectacular portion of the play excellent. 


" 8T, PAUL’S, - 


Hyde Park is a beautiful place of resort.in pleas- 


Any possible bad effects that may have arisen 
‘from avisit to the theaters has very likely been suf- 
ficiently counterbalanced by calling two or three 
times at St, Pauls Cathedral. It is probably the 
mosi prominent object in the city, situated at the 
head of Ludgate Hill. Its lofty dome is seen for 
miles around. A church stood on the same ground 
néarly a thousand years ago, but was, burnt in the 
great London fire of 1666. Christopher Wren was, 
the architect of the new edifice, which required 
thirty-five years for its construction, at a cost of 
$8,000,000. It is built in the form of a cross, 514 
feet in length by 286 feet in breadth, with a vast 
dome rising on eight arches over the center. The 
total hight of the tower is 365 feet. Besides the 
main tower are at the anglos two bell towors 292 foot 
high. Jn one of these towers is a huge:clock, 
she workeof whicl-amravt Much attention. Some 
idea of its size may be gained by knowing that the 
pendulum is! sixteen feet in length, the ball at the 
end of which weighs over 150 pounds. The weight 
of the minute hand is seventy-five pounds, and the 
length ten feet. The great bell in the south tower, 
which is only tolled when a member of the royal 
family dies, is nine feet in diameter and weighs over 
five tons. i : 

The cathedral has several entrances, the principal 
facing.Ludgate Hill. Upon entering a sense of vast- 
ness seizes the visitor. Its stately columns, lofty 
arches, and marble floor are impressive, but in point 
of grandeur and works of art it falls far behind the 
cathedrals of Cologne, Milan, Florence, and espe- 
cially St. Peter's and St. Paul's at Rome. In con- 
trast with them it seems impoverished and bare. It 
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Kensington Gardens lie immediately west of 


seum I visited when here in August, at which time 
I gave some description of the same. A repetition 
is unnecessary. 


On the south side of the gardens, and near the 


street forming its southern boundary, stands the 
magnificent Albert Memorial, one of the richest and 
most beautiful monuments in the world. It waa 
built by subscription in memory of Prince Albert, 
and cost half a million of dollars. Its total hight is 


180 feet. Its four outward corners are occupied by 
symbolical representations, in marble, of Europe, 


Asia, Africa, and America. In each -case are 
several large figures, characteristic of the inhabit- 


ants of the particular quarter of the earth repre- 
sented. These are located at the outer corners of 
the fine stone platform on which the memorial 
stands, and some fifty feet from the monument it- 
self. Ascending the steps, the four corner groups, 
also of marble, represent agriculture, manufacture, 
commerce, engineering. On the four sides of the 
base are a series of 169 bas-relief statues, in mar- 
ble, of distinguished men in the various branches of 
art. Under the magnificent canopy above is a 
colossal statue of Prince Albert. In front of the 
pedestal astronomy, geology, chemistry, and geom- 
etry are represented by statues. In niches imme- 
diately above these are figures symbolical of rhet- 
oric, medicine, philosophy, and physiology. In the 
upper part of the monument are eight figures ; four 
at the sides representing Faith, Hope, Charity, and 
Humility; and those at the angles Justice, Prudence, 
Fortitude, and Temperance. 

The inscription running round the arches of the 
canopy reads thus : | 

* Queen Victoria and Her People, 


Zo the Memory of Albert, Prince Consort, 
As a Tribute of their Gratitude . 


is comparatively naked of frescoes and paintings, 
though in the dome are six paintings relating to 


the life of St. Paul. It is most distinguished for 


its monuments, tombs, and statues, to commemo- 
rate the memory of England's great men. In 
various parts of the vast structure are found 


statues and monuments of John Howard, Dr. 
Johnson, Sir Joshua Reynolds, Bishop Heber, Nel- 


son, Cornwallis, Abercrombie, Sir John Moore, Lord 


Heathtield, Howe, Rodney, Collingwood, St. Vincent, 
Picton, Ponsonby, and others. On the south side of 


the nave, in a recess or chapel, is the Duke of Wel- 


lington’s monument. It represents the great duke 
lying under a canopy supported by twelve Corinth- 
ian columns, and cost over $150,000. The English 
people seem to never tire of doing honor to the 
“Tron Duke.” In the erypt beneath are the tombs 
of Wellington, Nelson, Wren, Collingwood, Corn- 
wallis, Picton, Reynolds, Lawrence, Opie, West, 
Fuseli, Rennie, Landseer, and other eminent men. 
Here, also, is the funeral ear on which the Duke of 
Wellington’s coffin was conveyed to the cathedral, - 
drawn by twelve black horses. This massive piece 
of workmanship was cast from cannon taken by the 
duke in the various battles in which he was engaged. 
Its cost was $65,000. The choir has much elaborate 
and beautiful carving. 

Sunday is, of course, the big day for worship at 
St. Paul’s, but service is also held there every morn- 
ing in the week, I was present on one of these 
occasions, and was struck with the similarity of the 
Episcopal service to that of the Catholic, the great- 
est difference being that the Episcopal service is in 
English, while the Catholic is Latin, but the general 
effect is much the same. One of the canons, or the 
priests attached to the cathedral with a long white 
surplice over a black robe, mounts a detached pulpit 
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See 
standing on the floor of the cathedral and reads in 
a very solemn voice portions of the Bible, also from 
the regular Episcopal service forms, The elder 
canon was relieved in reading by a young man, also 
wearing a white surplice, who read the prayers and 
other matter also, in a very solemn voice. The 
choir, composed exclusively of men and boys, per- 
haps thirty in number, all wearing a white robe 
over their other garments, performed .quite a share 
in the worship; coming in with fine singing very fre- 
quently, accompanied by good music on the organ, 
The boys acquitted themselves very finely, equaling 
the best female voices. I cannot explain why the 
- Catholics and Episeopals exclude female singers. 
from theircathedral worship. Possibly it is thought 
females are not holy enough for such worship, or 
that it is best that the holiness of the feminines be 
not there too much blended with the holiness of. the 
masculines, I must say I prefer female voices in 
church music, and that the female parts be sung by 
bona fide females, But of course this would not be 
like the Catholic church, of which the Episcopal 
seems a pretty close copy. The service on this 
occasion reminded me very much of what I hav 
witnessed in the Catholic cathedrals on the conti- 
nent. But it answered my purpose just as well as 
any worship, and after it was over I went forth into 
the great city without fear that I would be run over 
or destroyed. I did not learn how many persons it 
requires to perform the worshipful business of St. 
Paul’s, but I judge over fifty. Verily, over the 
whole of Christendom hundreds of thousands of 
men are required to attend to God’s business; but if 
he cannot dispense with their services perhaps the 
people ought to be willing to continue to foot the 
bills. It might be bad to cease to minister to God's 
pleasure in this way, and the holy men whose life 
employment it is to attend to it of course. should 
not be asked to work for nothing ; nor do they. 
From my marked religious tendencies, I felt con- 
strained to again visit Westminster Abbey—the 
grand old pile that stands where a pagan temple 
once stood—which was built by the Catholics, and 
for along time was used by them. It is now a 
grand museum of statues, tombs, and monuments 
commemorative of England's departed notables. 
Here are hundreds of fine statues, and many scores 
of tombs of former kings and queens, warriors, 
statesmen, and distinguished personages. A few 
hours can at any time be pleasantly spent in slowly 
walking through its extensive naves, transepts, and 
~~ perridors; stopping eYer-wnd-wrmon-vu-svud = 
ues and tomba, read the inseviptions, and eall to 
mind the characteristies of those who once took an 
active part in life's struggles, as we are now doing, 
but who for scores or hundreds of years have been 
in silent rest. The old Abbey is indeed one of the 
greatest statue shops in the world. 


all the necessary appliances for two fine concert 
rooms, one on a stupendous scale, iu which 5,000 
singers aud instrumentalists are sometimes heard at 
one time. An orchestra of unparalleled dimensions 
18 constructed here for great festival occasions and 
other musical meetings, 

The. botanical collection within the a is 
very fine, and to favor the exotic plants one end of 
the building is kept at a pretty high temperature 
all the year round. Considerable portions of the 
first and second floors are rented out to shop- keepers, 
by whom a great variety of goods, especially articles 
of neat manufacture, are offered for sale to visitors. 
This feature imparts liveliness to the whole affair. 
The large collections of statuary and the antiquities 
of different nationalities deserve extended notice, 
but they will have to be passed by. The represen- 
tations in life-like figures of groups of the natives 
of many savage tribes in various parts of the world 
are an interesting feature. Restaurants and refresh- 
ment rooms are in abundance, In an upper gallery 
is a museum of all-kinds of raw products, also of 
minerals and chemical compounds. In long galleries 
in the basement are exhibited agricultural imple- 
ments, with cotton and other machinery. In one 
corner of the basement is an aquarium and aser-|looking through the queen’s stables and carriage 
pent room. | houses. She has about fifty horses in these stables, 

Of the external grounds I may further say that|and they seem to have a decidedly easy time of it. 
they comprise nearly 200 acres and are divided into | As the queen is at Windsor but about two months 
beautiful parterres, separated by broad gravel} in the year, the horses have ten months’ rest out of 
walks. The terraces, stone balustrades, wide steps,|twelve, and not very hard work even in the two 
sculptures, etc., are all on the grandest scale.. The|remaining months. They are good horses, as a mat- 
fountains are perhaps the finest in the world, some | ter of couse, but no better than may be seen in 
sending up water to a great hight, and some dis-| many farmers’ stables. Some are heavy, for heavy 
playing thousands of minute glittering jets interlac-| carriages, some for light carriages, and some for 
ing in a graceful manner. A portion of the water | the saddle. One of the saddle horses is said to have 
is made to imitate cascades and waterfalls. The jet|cost $350,000, but I very much doubt its being 
from the central basin rises to 150 feet, and those| worth the money. The stables are kept remarkably 
from the two great basins 250 feet. There are two|clean, and the straw used in the stables is even 
cascades each 450 feet long, 100 wide, with a fallof|braided neatly together. Each stable of a dozen 
twelve feet. “When the entire water works are|horses has a groom in livery, who has nothing to 
playing there are 1,200 jets in all; and when this|do but take care of the horses in that one stable. 
eontinues for the length of time customary on some The carriage houses contain nearly fifty carriages of 
of the “grand days,” 6,000,000 gallons of water are | various styles and patterns, some heavy and others 
said to be used in a single day. Two water towers | light, and among them one presented by Louis 
nearly 300 feet high are used in the process of| Napoleon, and others by other donors. Though 
pumping up the water by steam engines for use on | all good carriages, they seem not finer than many 
the grounds. The illustrations of extinct animals,|owned by persons not kings nor queens. In view of 
and of geology, in one portion of the grounds, are| the fact that Victoria stays here but one-sixth part 
very interesting. of the time, that she has several places of residence, 
A whole week can be well spent in examining and | and that it requires fifty horses and fifty carriages 
maying whe various —wreasures- Of curiosity and art) to serve her purpose ‘for the two months, some idea 
to be fonnd in this palaca, and ona or two days may be formed of the tatal numbor roquirod fur Lor 
could well be used in writing an adequate descrip- | and her family. But royalty must of course be paid 
tion of them, but that will have to be dispensed | for, and the English people, fortunately, are able to 
with in this instance. Many very interesting fea- | foot the bills. 
tures of the exhibition will have to be passed unno-| The queen does not occupy the apartments already 
ticed, and the mere hints here given must suffice in | mentioned, and those she does oocupy are in another 
place of a full description. part of the palace, and are not open to the public 
except to afew who obtain special permission. They 
are described as being very rich by those who have 
been through them. Of course so useful and essen- 
tia] a person a8 the queen of England would not be 
expected to dwell for two months in the year in a 
suit of apartments not exquisitely rich and grand 
in every particular. 

A large and beautiful park adjoins the palace 
grounds or is near by. It has one walk or drive of 
three miles in one direction, and is in every way pleas- 
ant. The view down the public drive between the 
straight rows of stately elms is beautiful. The park 
affords a fine place for enjoyment to those who have 
the leisure and wealth to attend to it. Its benefits, 
however, seldom reach the toiling classes. 


I think I know of more than a hundred ways in 
which the money could have been more sensibly 
expended. 

The greatest interest of the place centers in what 
is called the State Apartments, These area series 
of large rooms, some of them very richly decorated 
with an abundance of gilding, paintings, and tapes- 
try, with a collection in one or two rooms of the 
armor and warlike weapons of former centuries, for 
it must be borne in mind that these premises have 
been occupied by the royal family for many centu- 
ries. Here many political prisoners have been con- 
fined, and from these walls several have been taken 
for execution for political offenses. A guide took a 
company of some thirty of us through the state 
apartments, describing in each room the purpose 
for which it was formerly used, the points of histori- 


the paintings, etc., on the walls. One was a dining- 
room, one:à reception-room, one the embassador’s 
room, one à banqueting hall, etc., ete. It took more 
than an hour to make the circuit of all the rooms 
and hear the story of each. _ 

A good share of another hour was consumed in 


CRYSTAL PALACE, 


One day was very agreeably spent at the Syden- 
ham Crystal Palace, seven miles south of the city. 
The extensive grounds by which it is surrounded are 
very beautiful, being ornamented -with flowering 
plants, shrubbery, fountains, statuary, etc., in the 
most lovely and artistic manner, The structure, 
composed of iron and glass, is one of the most re- 
markable in the world, and owes its existence to the 
World's Great Exhibition, held in Hyde Park in 
1851. After that exhibition was over the materials 
of the building were sold to a new company, who 
transferred and reérected the same on the beautiful 
elevated grounds of Sydenham. The object was to 
utilize the vast palace for the permanent exhibition 
of objects of art and science. It was estimated 
that the removal, etc., could be effected for $2,500,- 
000, but, when all was done, $7,500,000 had been 
expended, a sum probably too great to ever be 
returned, or for a satisfactory interest to be paid 
upon the investment, although large numbers visit 
it during nine months of the year. The railway 
takes visitors close to the palace, and everything 
‘has been done for their convenience. 

'The palace is 1,600 feet along, 380 wide, and the 
central transept about 200 feet high. It consists of 
a nave and three transepts, all with arched roofs, 
and composed exclusively of iron and glass, the iron 
serving as the framework, like sash in a window. 
The external appearance is grand, but upon enter- 
ing, the visitor is nearly overwhelmed with the vast- 
ness and maguiticence which bursts upon his vision. 
Within, the building consists of a wide central nave, 
with marble fountains near the two ends. It is thor- 
oughly lined with magnificent statues and beautiful 
exoties aud ornamental plants throughout its entire 
extent. On each side of the nave are compartments 
to illustrate the sculpture and architecture of differ- 
ent ages and nations, such as Greek, Roman, Assy- 
rian, Pompeian, Egyptian, Alhambraic or Sara- 
cenic, Romanesque, Byzantine, Medieval, in its 
English, French, and German varieties, Renaissance, 
Palladian, and Elizabethan. Other compartments 
illustrate certain industrial groups, such as cutlery, 
porcelain, paper, encaustic tiles, ete. 

On the first gallery are large collections of pic- 
tures, photographe, and casts from medallions and 
small works of art, Near the center transept are 


WINDSOR CASTLE. 


Windsor is nearly twenty-five miles west of the 
city, and a fine railway ride through interesting 
country and villages brings one there. It is the 
winter residence of the queen, and possesses in its 
history many interesting features. One day was 
principally occupied in going out and returning and 
in looking over the castle grounds, town, park, etc. 
I met in the morning, in Cook's Tourists’ office, Mr. 
Charles Scott, tea merchant, of Boston, and his wife. 
It did not take us long to become acquainted, and 
we decided to visit Windsor Castle in company. 
They informed me they had been married six years. 
I think them the most loving couple I ever met who 
had been so long married. I would suppose they 
were right in the center of the honeymoon. They 
are going to spend the winter in the southern part 
of the continent and a considerable part of the time 
in Rome. I gave them some points, and recom- 
mended them to the rooms I had occupied there, 
which they now seem to think they will try to 
secure. 

The town of Windsor occupies rising ground 
on the southern bank of the Thames. Eton Col- 
lege, with its schoolrooms for nearly one thousand 
boys, chapel, quadrangles, and playing-fields, is 
about a mile away. 

The property of the castle comprises a number of 
quadrangles, towers, gates, mansions, barracks, 
chapels, and other structures. The principal por- 
tion occupies two courts, an upper and a lower one, 
of spacious dimensions, and having between them a 
large round tower, or keep, in which the governor. 
resides. The top of this keep is 220 feet above the 
Thames, and it is said that twelve counties can be 
seen from it on a clear day, which I apprehend does 
not occur very many times ina year. In the lower 
court is St.George’s Chapel, an elegant Gothic edifice, 
where some of the royal family occasionally attend 
what is called divine worship. The Albert Memo- 
rial Chapel is another very fine place of worship, 
and was fitted up at great expense by Queen Victo- 
ria in memory of her dearly beloved departed hus- l L 
band. Here is his tomb, though his bones were |ish, Flemish, and French schools of painters. Some 
buried in some portion of the large park three or|of the more costly are Marillo’s - Holy Family,” 
four miles away. The chapel is inlaid with the|cost $15,000; Ruben’s “Rape of the Sabines, 


THE NATIONAL GALLERY. 


This fine collection of paintings is in Trafalgar 
Square, humorously nicknamed the “ National Cruet 
Stand,” becanse the fine monument to Nelson, and 
the other statues, etc., bear some resemblance to a 
eruet stand. It is, by the by, one of the finest pub- 
lic squares in the city. In 1824 the government 
purchased the Angerstein collection of thirty-eight 
pictures for $285,000, and exhibited them for a time 
at Mr. Angerstein’s house in Pall Mall. The build- 
ing in which the pictures now are was finished in 
1838 at a cost of half a million dollars. Between 
that time and the: year 1869 the National Gallery 
occupied the western part and the Royal Gallery the 
eastern end. During the latter year the Royal Gal- 
lery was removed to Burlington House, and now 
the National Gallery occupies the entire building ; 
and to the original collection have been added many 
others until it has become large. Among the addi- 


nation by that great landscape painter. In 1878 the 
number of paintings in the National Gallery 
amounted te 1,046. Every year adds to the num- 
ber by way of purchases. By act of Parliament 
$50,000 are annually appropriated to the purchase 
of pictures for this collection. 

To name the pictures in this gallery would be to 
name some 06 the finest works of the Italian, Span- 
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the queen spent a million in fitting up the place. . 


cal interest connected with it, and the facts about . 


tions is the Turner collection, bequeathed to the : 


finest marbles of various kinds, and it is said that'$15,000 ; Francia’s “ Virgin and Child,” $17,000 ; 
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Sebastian del Piombo’s “ Raising of Lazarus,” $17,- 
000 ; se i “Holy Family,” $17,500; Peru- 
gino’s * Virgin and Child,” $20,000; Claude’s 
** Seaport,” $20,000; Ruben’s * J udgment of Paris," 
$21,000 ; Raphael’s “St, Catherine,” $25,000; Rem- 
brandt’s “Woman Taken in Adultery,” $26,250 ; 
Coreggio’s “Ecce Homo,” and “ Mercury Instruct- 
ing Cupid,” $50,000 ; Paul Veronese’s “ Family of 
Darius,” $70,000. A large number of the paintings 
are less expensive than these named, but the collec- 
tion 1s one of the best in the world. 


MADAME TUSSAUD'8 WAX FIGURES. 


This establishment, ’at.58 Baker street, is an in- 
teresting place in which to pass an evening. The 


collections of figures comprise over 300 very nat- 


ural, life-like looking representations of men and 
women, ` 


. Besides all the kings and queens of England, includ- 
ing the present queen, the following are among some 
of the distinguished characters represented: Charles 
Dickens, Lord Napier, Gladstone, Nelson, Welling- 
ton, Palmerston, the Prince and Princess of Wales, 
Washington, Franklin, Lincoln, Grant, Andrew 
Johnson, Wm. Penn, John Bright, Charles Brad: 
laugh, Spurgeon, John Knox, John Calvin, Luther, 
J oan of Arc, Bonaparte, Louis N apoleon, Josephine, 
Maria Antoinette, alleyrand, Marshal Ney, Mar- 
shal St. Arnaud, the Shah of Persia, Yakoob Kahn, 
Shere Ali, Victor Emanuel, Humbert, Cavour 
Garibaldi, Von Moltke, the emperor and empress of 
Austria, Emperor Nicholas, Tapers Alexander, 
Don Pedro, McMahon, David Livingstone, William 
Cobbett, Shakspere, O'Connell, Walter Scott, Byron, 
Beaconsfield, Gortschakoff, and numerous other dis- 
tinguished personages. These are divided into sev: 
eral rooms, 


most noted murderers and criminals of modern; 
times, and the weapons with which the murders 
were committed. Here are also the gallows upon 
which criminals have been hung, the model of the 
Bastile, a model of the guillotine, and the guillotine 
knife, an instrument which is said to have decapi- 
tated 22,000 persons in Paris at the time of the first 
revolution. A person hardly feels as though he has 
seen the sights of London unless he has visited 
Madame Tussauds wax figures. The Royal Poly- 
technic Institution on Regent street is an old estab- 
lished exhibition. Its object is the instruction of 
youth, as well as to amuse the public by a variety of 
musical, scientific, and general entertainments. I 
paid it one Visit, = 

THE GENERAL POST-OFFICE. 


London, of course, requires a very large general 
post-office. It is situated on Cheapside, corner of 
St. Martin’s-le-Grand. Ihave not seen the size of 
the building stated, but judge it to be 300 feet long 
by 200 feet in width, and it is three stories in 
hight. It is either of gray stone or marble turned 
gray by the London smoke and fog. It has been 
erected over fifty years, built in the Ionic style, 
with a lofty central portico, beneath which is the 
entrance to the spacious hall 80 feet long, 60 wide, 
and 53 high, having also an entrance at the oppo- 
site extremity; but this central hall is now entirely 
inclosed owing to the recent great extension of the 
postal business. On the opposite side of the street 
is a newer building, opened six years ago, to accom- 
modate the increased business of the department. 
This building is 286 feet long, 144 wide, and 84 
high, and cost $2,500,000. In Great Britain the 
postal and telegraph business is performed in the 
same department and bythe government. 

The main building, which contains a large num- 
ber of rooms, is inclosed by an iron railing, and at 
the northern endfis a court-yard, in which mail wag- 
gon range up and depart with their loads of bags at 
certain hours in the morning and evening for the 
railway termini. From other portions of the build- 
ing the foreign, colonial, and India mails are dis- 
patched. A most useful institution, the post-office 
savings banks, was introduced twenty years ago. 
Forty years ago was established the uniform rate of 
postage, a penny, or two cents, on letters of half an 
ounce to any part of the kingdom. At the time of 
commencement the yearly revenue amounted to 
$2,355,000 ; in 1878 it was $30,191,365 ; and every 
year the receipts are increasing. The telegraphing 
portion of the business is transacted in the new 
building; also the sending of messages over the 
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city in pneumatic tubes independent of electricity. 


In the center are two powerful steam engines, which 
are used in operating the pneumatic mode by ex- 


hausting the air, etc. In the upper hall: are placed 
the telegraphic instruments, the wires extending 
thence to all parts of the kingdom, and by ocean 
cable to. all parts of the world. Several hundred 
young women are here employed as telegraphic 
operators at salaries varying from $200 a year to 
$350, and the very highest receiving $1,500. In the 
year ending March 31, 1878, the receipts from the 
telegraph service amounted to $6,587,340, of which, 
however, owing to the heavy expenses, the net profit 
.was but $891,355. The total number of messages 
,was 22,171,783. Thus it will be seen that the trans- 
mission of;John Bulls intelligence by post and tele- 
.graph over his country is decidedly a pretty big 
| business. E 
| THE MARKETS 


'of London are well worthy of attention. It takes 
a great number of them to supply the wants of such 
a vast population. There are markets for cattle, 
meat, corn, coal, hay, vegetables, fish, and all other 
articles of éonsumption. The meat markets are of 
Vàrious kinds, one for live animals, otliérs for ear- 
casses in bulk, and others for the retailing of meat ; 
some, also, are for pork, and others principally for 
fowls. The new cattle niarket, Copenhagen Fields, 
near Pentdnville, built twenty-five years ago, to take 


the finest live stock market in the world, It covers 
nearly thirty acres, and with outbuildings, slaugh- 
terhouses, etc., cost the sum of $2,000,000. Market 
days here are Monday and Thursday. The hay and 
straw market is on Tuesday; Thursday, and Satur- 
day. The present Smithfield Market, near the Hol- 
born Viaduct, fof meat and poultry, etc., is 625 feet 
long, 940 feet wide, and 30 feet high. Wide roads 
on its north, east, and west sides accommiodate its 
special traffic. A carriage road rans through it 
from north to south, with spacious and well-venti- 
lated avenues radiating from it. There are in this 
market 100,000 feet of available space. It has 
underground communication with several railways, 
to bring in, under the market, meat and poultry 
from the country, and méat from the slaughter- 
houses of the Copenhagen Fields Cattle Market. 
To walk through it and view the immense quanti- 
ties of meat and poultry here daily offered for sale 
gives the beholder a comprehensive idea of what it 
requires to feed the people of London. |, , 
hay and straw market is also in the vicinity of 
Road, Hackney, E, is chiefly for American meat, and 
here retail dealers from all parts of the city make 
their purchases. The quantity of American meat con- 
sumed by our London cousins is very great, and will 
doubtless increase from year to year. The same 
may be said of our butter and cheese ; much of 
these find their way to the British Isles, and are 
largely used. The same is also true of Ameri- 
can apples. The larger and better portion of the 
apples I see in the city comes from the United States. 
I noticed there are much finer apples in market now 
than when I was here in August. It was too early 
then for our fruit to be brought over; the early 
fruit is most too perishable to justify shipping. 

Covent Garden Market (connecting by Southamp- 
ton street with the Strand) is the great vegetable, 
fruit, and flower market of the city. It is very 
central, and vast numbers of people come here for 
their supplies in this line. The. supply of vegeta- 
bles in this city is very large and fine, the cabbages, 
cauliflowers, and turnips being specially fine. Eng- 
land is surpassed by no country in the growing of 
fine garden vegetables. The same remarks will 
apply to the productions of the flerists. England 
abounds in beautiful flowers, Its growers of vege- 
tables and flowers have carried the business to a 
great state of perfection. The amount of vegeta- 
bles furnished to the people of London is estimated 
at one thousand tons daily, or over three hundred 
thousand tons per year. The flowers also amount 
to many hundred tons. 

Tattersall’s, the celebrated  horse-market and 
racing subscription room, is in Brompton Road, 
South Kensington, in the western part of the city. 
Mondays and Thursdays are sale days. The other 
noted repositories for horses in the metropolis are 
Aldridge’s, St. Martin’s Lane, and West Central. 
Saturday is the sale day. Leadenhall Market is a 
depot for meat, poultry, dogs, etc. At White- 
cbapel there is a meat, and a hay and straw market, 
the latter of which is largely attended.  Billings- 
gate is the noted great fish market, but within 
a few years it has greatly retrieved its old-time repu- 
tation. I gave some description of it in a letter 
written when here in August. There are several 
smaller markets in various parts of the city, but it 
is not necessary to name them. To walk through 
the fine markets of London is calculated to make a 
New Yorker ashamed of our "Washington and 
Fulton markets. It will probably be a long time 
before these equal the markets of London. 


BARCLAY, PERKINS & CO.'5 BREWERY. 
A friend wrote me hefore leaving home that I 


the last named. rne Columbia market, Baroness | 


must not fail, when in London, to visit Barclay & 
Perkins’s brewery, so I remembered to do so. It is 
on the south side of the Thames, near the rivet, and 
not far from London Bridge. It is indeed a mam- 
moth establishment—the largest brewery in the 
world. It occupies a series of buildings, covering 
several acres of ground. It has been in operation 
over three hundred years, gradually growing in its 
business operations from its small incipiency to 
the present time, interrupted, however, by being 
burnt out once or twice. Some idea may be formed 
of the extent of the business of this establishment 
when I inform you that 600 men are here employed, 
160 horses of the largest and strongest character, 
1,200 sacks of malt, containing four bushels each, 
are daily used, and that from 1,000 to 5,000 barrels 
of ale and porter are daily made and shipped. . The 
yearly profits of the establishment are said to be 
$1,250,000. ; 
One of the clerks kindly showed me around the 
different departments of the works, from the mill- 
room where the malt is ground, whence it is ele- 
vated to an upper story and let down by a shoot. 
into the vast tun or huge boiler, where it is boiled or 
kept heated with steam, and treated with two 
or three waters till the strength or virtue is properly 
extracted. A due quantity of hops having been 
added, the liquor is conveyed by pipes to the shallow 
cooling vats, where it cools quickly ; to facilitate 
the decoction it is conducted over corrugated plates 
and other 4pparatus whereby it is spread out very 
thin and every particle soon brought in contact 
with the air. The fermentation, after the due 
quantity of yeast is added, is condueted in large 
wooden vats or reservoirs, perhaps forty feet long, 
fifteen feet wide, and eight feet deep. It is quite a. 
sight.to look into these vats when fermentation is at 
its hight, and see the frothing, foaming mass, 
going through the process of generating alcohol, 
taking from the atmosphere the oxygen necessary 
for the purpose. In the operation the froth or yeast 
rises and overfiows the tanks, and by a series of con- 
ductors or troughs is conveyed into a common 
receptacle, whence it is sold to thousands of cus- 
tomers. The exhausted malt is also sold to cattle 


to contain 5,000 barrels. It was thirty or forty feet ` 
in diameter, and twelve feet or more in hight. 
The barrels are filled very rapidly by means of hose 
leading from the large reservoirs. Shipments are 
made to almost all parts of the world, includin 
India, South Africa, Australia, North and Sout 
America, and all over Europe, but most extensively 
in Great Britain. 

After looking over this establishment the gentle- 
man who accompanied me very naturally supposed 
I would like to taste the quality of their beverage, 
and a pint mug of porter was brought to me. Ordi- 
nary politness prompted me to taste it. I can assure 
my temperance friends that I by no means drank to 
excess ; I returned the most of it undrank ; but it 
was not wasted, for I noticed that it was finished by 
one of the attaches of the establishment. The quan- 
tity of ale, porter, and beer consumed by the Eng- 
lish people is simply enormous. Probably it would 
be much better for them were they contented with 
a much smaller amount ; but it would also be well 
did they confine their drinking to nothing stronger 
than ale and porter. Unfortunately, however, a vast 
quantity of gin, whiskey, and rum are consumed, and 
in quantities that produce intoxication. I have seen 
much more intoxication here than in any country E 
have visited in Europe. It appears far more common 
for nearly all-classes in England to make more or less 
use of intoxicants than with us in America. There 
are probably none who go to greater excess in 
drinking than many in our country, but the habit is 
more generally indulged in, and far more openly. 
Liquors are kept in the larger share of private 
families, placed on most dinner tables, and offered 
to guests who call This general use of that 
which can do but little good and is capable of doing 
a great deal of harm is deeply to be deprecated. 
There is much work for temperance people to effect 
in England before the masses relinquish the use 
of alcoholic and fermented liquors. 


LONDON PRISONS. 


I passed by the Old Bailey, or Newgate Prison, of 
which everybody has read, but did not enter it. A 
criminal prison has been on the ground since 1218. 
The old prison was burned in the great fire in 1666 ; 
and a second time in 1780. It is a large, heavy, 
gloomy-looking stone structure. Debtors used to be 
confined here for years, but that is now principally 
done away. Criminals only are confined here, 
Within these walls the heart of many a poor fellow 
has been crushed, and from them many a man hag 
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been taken to execution. I have seen several pris- 
ons during my journeyings in Europe, and I must 
confess that it has not been without a deep sympa- 
thy for the unfortunates confined within them. 
Perhaps my own experiences have tended to make 
me appreciate the sorrows of others, The public 
execution having been abolished, the executions of 
Newgate Prison now take place within its walls. 
There are also the Queen’s Bench Prison, formerly 
for debtors, but now for military offenses; Millbank 
Penitentiary, Model Prison, a female prison, a house 
of detention, and two or three houses of correction. 

With the immense amount of business transacted 
in London, with the thousands of vehicles con- 
stantly passing on the streets, it cannot be called a 
noisy city. This is owing to the smoothness of the 
pavements. Much of it is asphalt, quite a large 
proportion is of wooden blocks, and the stone blocks 
are laid so smoothly as to be not very noisy. Lon- 
don seems not more than half so noisy as New 
York. Probably the latter is the noisiest city in 
the world. The great travel over its uneven pave- 
ments keeps up a never-ending turmoil and din. 

It was my intention upon visiting Europe to see 
something of Ireland and Scotland, but leaving 
home so late it was necessary to hasten on to Brus- 
sels to attend the Congress, and leave Caledonia and 
Hibernia till my return from the continent. But 
now the season has become so far advanced, 
repeated snow storms having already visited those 
countries, that it is almost too late for sight 
seeing in the country this year. Thus I feel com- 
pelled to omit that part of the programme and has- 
ten on home. Should I retain my youthfulness ten 
or fifteen years longer, and in that time happen to 
feel financially able to cross the Atlantic again, I 
may then see something of the two countries named, 
and perhaps Norway, Sweden, and. Denmark ag well. 
Until that time arrives I shall endeavor to feel con- 
tent with what I have already seen. 

I might give you descriptions of other notable 

laces in this great eity, some of which I have vis- 

ited, while there are many I have not ; but I fancy 

you will be sufficiently wearied with what I have 

` already written. I have occupied a few days at 

looking up books and negotiating with publishers 

for their sale. I hope in the future to supply many 
of you- with them. 


one of the Guion line, and our own of the Cunard 
line. Ireturned on the same steamer, the Gallia, on 
which I went to Europe, and, what seems like a sin- 
gular coincidence, occupied the same state-room and 
the same berth on my return as on my outward pas- 
sage, 

Among the two hundred and sixty-five passengers 
to New York I see a few familiar faces of those on 
the Gallia with me from New York to Liverpool in 
August.- Among these are Mr. and Mrs. S. B. 
Janes, of New York, and the Rev. J. W. Backus 
of Brooklyn. Our visit in Europe has been of the 
same length, and of course notes have had to be 
compared as to where each has: been, the cities and 
countries visited, the mountains climbed, etc. This 
has been done by many of the passengers. I meet 
few or none who have been to Rome and Naples. 
Among the Gallia’s homeward passengers are two 
or three clergymen, three doctors, an Italian count, 
Mr. A. B. Darling, mine host of the Fifth Avenue 
Hotel, Mr. A. R. Eno, the proprietor of the same, 
Mrs. J. C. Ayer and daughter, and several mer- 
chants and business men of New York. Many 
millions of dollars are represented by the home- 
ward passengers, but I notice that an extremely 
small fraction of this wealth is to be found in my 
pockets. 

The steamer did not leave Liverpool harbor till 
nearly night, and by the time we were well out in 
St. George’s Channel it had become dark. The run 
to Queenstown was pleasant, and not distinguished 
by anything worthy of special notice. We were in 
Queenstown harbor before noon on Sunday, and as 
we had to wait till 4 p.m. for the mail via Holyhead 
and Dublin, we had two, or three hours for visiting 
Queenstown. ‘The Cunard's tender took. to the 
Queenstown dock those of the Gallia’s passengers 
who wished to go ashore. Some one hundred and 
fifty of us availed ourselves of this opportunity. I 
did so the more readily as I would thereby be en- 
abled to place foot on Irish soil, which I never 
before had the opportunity of doing. I however 
found that the soil fèels to the feet much like other 
soil, and with the eyes shut no difference can be 
perceived. * 


nearly a bluff, which commands a fine view of the 


fort guarding each side of the entrance. Here are 
several fine terraces, where most splendid views are 


obtained. The town contains some ten or twelve 
prasad introt we-morkeof-weoalth 


On TRE ATLANTIC, Nov. 5, 1880. 
Dear FgiENDS: The most interesting to me of 
amythiug-l experien i D 
Europe, was the banquot and. farewell addresses 
tendered me by the National Secular Society on the 
evening { left the metropolis of England. It filled 
me with the deepest sense of gratitude that such 
excellent friends had so kindly recognized me, heart- 
ily extending to me the right hand of fellowship, 
and bidding me good speed on my way home. [I 
have already laid before you the report, taken from 
the National Reformer, of the speeches, etc., of 
that meeting, and will not further refer to the 
matter here. | 
At the close of the meeting I immediately took a 
carriage for the railway station for Liverpool, bear- 
ing with me the Testimonial that had been presented 
me, and accompanied by my friend Mr. John S. 
Dryden, where we parted. At midnight the train 
started, and soon my London friends were ieft 
far behind. The night was cold, and snow was to 
be seen in 80me places a8 we rapidly whirled over 
the same road on which in August I passed from 
Liverpoolto London. I was enabled to realize the 
` superiority of the American system of warming 
cars over the English. "Travelers by English rail- 
ways are shut up in the small apartments, and even 
in the coldest weather have no means of warming 
them save by a long square metal vessel containing 
hot water placed in the compartments for putting 
the feet upon. This is cold comfort on a winter 
night. But the night passed away, and by daylight 
we were in Liverpool. 

The steamer did not leave port till late in the day 
of Saturday, October 30th. To pass away the 
time, the town was walked over, the Museum, 
Library, and Picture Gallery visited, a few light 
purchases made, and conversation held with a few 
merchants and others. I learned that many articles 
of American manufacture are sold in Liverpool and 
other cities, and, though it seems like “carrying 
coals to Newcastle,” articles of iron manufacture, 
too, I learned of one dealer who keeps American car- 
penters’ tools exclusively, and that they are better 
liked by the mechanics than those of English make. 

` I also learned that doors, frames, sashes, etc., for a 
certain class of buildings are largely brought from 
the United States and sold in Liverpool cheaper 
than the lumber can be bought for manufacturing 
them. The carpenters complain at this, because it 
deprives them to a considerable extent of the labor 
they want. This, and the high American tariffs, 
are a constant source of complaint with English 
manufacturers. 

Betimes several hundred passengers were down to 
the wharf ready for the steàm tenders to convey us 
to the ocean steamers, three of which left for New 
York on the same day, one of the White Star line, 


but few or none of them are very fine. 

The first thing that met our eyes upon reaching 
the wharf were the numerous poor beggars and ped- 
lers of fruits, flowers, shamrocks, and laces, who 
confronted us at every step, and in the “sweet Irish 
brogue ” importuned us, “for the love of God,” to 
give them something or buy their wares. They 
were a poor, squalid-looking set of people, and some 
of the boys and women, as late in the season as 
itis, were barefooted, and clad in the thinnest gar- 
ments. : 

True to my religious instincts, I at once made my 
way into the town to a small Scotch Presbyterian 
church, where a large, heavy Scotch clergyman was 
breaking. the bread of life to a limited number of 
devout people who wish to go to heaven by the 
same road he travels. I staid long enough to hear 
him make two prayers, read two hymns—which were 
feebly sung—and give out his text and indicate the 
subject of his discourse. This was about as much 
Presbyterianism as I had any need for; and as the 
preacher seemed anything but a smart man, and as 
it was not very easy for me to understand him, I 
left to see more of the town. 

I made my way to the Catholic cathedral, which 
is by far the most imposing structure in the town, 
theugh not yet completed. It falls far, far short 
in magnitude and richness of many of the cathedrals 
on the continent. But it was packed with human 
beings to repletion, When the congregation was 
dismissed some two or three thousand poverty- 
stricken men and women poured out, eagerly dip- 
ping their fingers in holy water and making the 
sign of the cross on their foreheads and breasts, I 
think I have nowhere met so many poor, impover- 
ished looking people. Poor Ireland! how she suf- 
fers from a false system of land tenure, held by 
absent landlords, and by a false system of religious 
superstition and errors. When will the green little 
isle ever be prosperous and free from oppression and 
superstition? In and about the cathedral were 
several notices, some painted in large letters, an- 
nouncing that donations were earnestly requested 
to help complete the cathedral, which will require 
still a good many thousand dollars. I fear many 
now living will pass away, and many unborn will 
come into existence before this * God's house" is 
finished. 

I next made my way to one of the two Episcopal 
or English churches in the place. The congrega- 
tiou had departed, but Í had some talk with the 
sexton who informed me there were’ some three 
hundred communicants in the two Episcopal 
churches there, and principally English ‘people, 


Queenstown is built upon a high rising bank, or 


harbor and the outlet to the ocean, a grim-looking 


The houses are chiefly of a respectable character, 


There is also a Methodist church in town. So 
Queenstown and Ireland are not exclusively Catho- 
lic. 


In walking through the streets of the town I 


noticed that O’Flynn, O’Donohue, Fitzsimmons, 


O’Shaunessy, McGonigle and several other Macs 
and O's are selling goods in the town. Ireland is 


now much beset to pay her rents to the landlords 


in England, and serious trouble-is apprehended by 
some. Should these complications lead to bloodshed 


may the condition of Ireland ke made better instead 


of worse! 

Before returning to the small steamer I inspected 
the shipment of a pretty large stock of Irish eata- 
bles for our homeward voyage, including mutton, 
chicken, ducks, geese, rabbits, fish, potatoes, cab- 
bages, onions, etc., etc. These all looked of the 
best quality and they have made us very good din- 
ners here on the ocean. The pedlers and beggars 
again gathered by the side of the little steamer and 
implored us most piteously to give or to buy. There 
seemed many widows who pleaded in God's name 
fora few pennies to keep them from starvation. 
Some had Irish songs to sell, and said if we would 
buy a song they would pray to the Virgin to grant 
us a safe passage to America. This offer was very 
tempting, but not sufficiently so to induce me to in- 
vest in songs, though I did somewhat in the laces, 
thinking my little wife at home could appreciate 
them. It wasin vain that we told these pedlers, 
that it was Sunday, and consequently that we. did 
not wish to buy ; they insisted that it was right to 
buy of them if it was Sunday, and it was curious to 
witness how, a8 the time approached for the little 
steamer to return to the larger one, the prices 
of their goods tumbled. Within the last fifteen 
minutes the honest Irish pedlers sold their laces, 
canes, etc., at less than half the prices they asked 
for them an hour or two before. If they made any 
profit on them at the last, it is to be feared they 
made too large a profit at first. These Irish trades- 
woman are evidently not one-price merchants. 
But at length the mail arrived, and when some two 
hundred bags of it were transferred to our little 
steamer we Were soon again on board the Gallia, and 
at four o'clock, passing out into the ocean, we soon 
left Old Ireland behind us. 

The day was pleasant, and our visit to Queezstown 
had also been pleasant. In the night, however, the 
winds arose and the ocean became pretty rough and 
for two or three days the waves have run high 

tha «teamar has rolled very. much... I was sea- 
sick again, and could not in all eases repress tho 
tendency to vomiting. I became fully satisfied 
that “life on the ocean wave” is not the happiest 
life for me, The sickness at the tomach inter- 
fered considerably with my eating, and for thirty- 
six hours I took not a mouthful of food or 
drink. Many others were also sick, and the dining 
tables were sparingly attended. Good weather, how- 
ever, followed, and everybody felt better, and read- 
ing, talking, etc.,. have been renewed. 

The gamblers in the smoking-room on deck have 
been the most persistent, untiring class on board. 
They play a French game, new to me, in which 
three cards are dealt to each of three players and 
an additional card given if called for by the first 
player. The spots count. The one holding the 
highest or best cards wins. Sovereigns ($5) are put 
on the boards and are won or lost ina minute, 
Those standing round the table bet five or ten 
dollars on any hand they choose to, but no 
hand is dealt to them. ‘The dealer acts as the 
banker, and pays the winners and rakes jn the 
gold pieces from the losers. Five hundred dol- 
lars thus often change hands in an hour or two, and 
one unlucky New Yorker, I heard him say, lost $5,000 
in one night’s playing, but he congratulated himself 
that he won $90,000 in one night in Paris. The 
playing on the steamer is done by New Yorkers 
alone, and to a considerable extent by the young 
scions of rich families, who have been to Europe 
on a big money-spending expedition, Believing in 
total abstinence from all gambling games, I felt not 


the least desire to try the risky folly ; and had I 


nothing else to restrain me, the little money I get, 
comes too hard to risk it in any such way. 


Home, Nov. 9, 1880. 

Here I am home again, safe and sound. We 
arrived here at 6 o'clock last evening, and I assure 
you Iam glad to be home once more. During the 
last three days of the voyage we had some very 
rough weather. Satuyday was a pleasant day—a 
regular “weather breeder.” Everybody was on deck 
congratulating one another on the improved state of 
things and that the prospects were so fair that the 
voyage would be pleasant from that time on. Up 
to Saturday evening the Gallia had made the beat 
runaing that any steamer of the Cunard line had 
done in forty years. But in the following night a 
violent storm arose which toward morning amounted 
to what the sailors term agale. This not only re- 
tarded the Gallia’s hitherto remarkably quick pas- 
sage, but greatly disturbed the comfort of the pas- 
sengers, The steamer had been making sixteen 

i (Continued on page 934/) oa 
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Selections. 


)From the Investigator.) 


Morals of the Bible Worth to 
Our Age? 


The Bible represents the earth ad an abode of misery, as 
a jail, and God as its jailor. By such a view of the world, 
it fostera in the hearts of ita reverers the immoral sentiment 
of fear of their God. Look at the long, morose faces of the 
Poritans. The Catholics hear, in their requiems, the hymn 
** Dies Irae," which thunders in their ears the horrors of the 
doomsday. The Protestants sing in their hymn-books sim- 
ilar airs. Even children quske already at the idea of the 
biblical God of thunder. A boy of eight years used, before 
going to bed, to pray upon his knees, ‘O God, do not 
damn me !” A mother must divide her heart between the 
Lord and her children—nay, tremble if she remerhbers that 
he possesses the power to hurl them into the pool of hell, 
and to torment them forever. 

The Bible plants malicious emotions in credulous minds. 
The pre-elected rejoice at the torments of the damned 
wretches; by the contemplation of their sufferings their own 
bliss is increased ! The Bible tells us that Lazarus will not 
even dip the finger-end in cold water to cool the infernal 
pains of the rich man. If a good man sees a hungry dog 
whining at his feet, he has mercy for him ; but these saints 
of the Bible look down exultingly with god, the heavenly 
Lamb, and the angels, on the damned ones, among whom, 
perhaps, are their children, brothers, sisters, or parents. 

Men, in their actions, most follow the examples of others 
whom they respect and love. Words induce, examples im- 
pel The believers in the Bible act also according to this 
principle; they imitate its examples; but what ideals 
does it exhibit! It commands them, ‘‘ Become perfect, as 
your father in heaven is perfect.” But it represents God in 
many passages as a deceitful, malicious, revengeful being, 
who chose a few, without their merits, for heaven, but 
damned millions, without their faults, to hell. No, the 
God of the Bible is no perfect being. 

The second ideal of the Bible reverers is Jesus Christ. 
This (if there was ever such a man) had, in general, a repu- 
table character, principally by the reason. that he sacrificed 
his life for his reformatory plans; but the unbiased writer 
discovers also in his character several faults. He wan- 
dered about without à certain business; he suffered him- 
gelf to be supported by kind-hearted women. His parents 
must seek him during three days. He purposed to induce 
Jerusalem to accept his doctrin by means of revolution. As 
he never was married, he cannot be an ideal for husbands 
and parents. He, too, threatens the Infidels with the pun- 
ishment of hell, telling them on doomsday, *‘ Away from 
me, damned ones !” I should go too far if I would analyza 


What are the 


_ thoroughly. bis character; suffice that those few quotations: 


already prove that the son is not a more accomplished ideal 
of moral culture than the father. ' "E 

{he Bible exhibits the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Ja- 
cob, and most of all, David, as patterns worthy of veneration 
and imitation. It can be easily understood why it-preferred 
them to all other men: they were Jehovah’s most faithful 
adorers. Therefore it calls David the man after the heart of 
God ; and Abraham went in his blind zeal so far that he 
would sacrifice to Jehovah even his son Isaac. But even 
for this readiness we call him an unnatural father, a cruel 
fanatic, who deserves our detestation, not imitation. He 
delivered also his wife twice to the embraces of other men, 
He and the two others, Jacob and Isaac, had several wives 
and concubines; Jacob deceived his father, brother, and un- 
cle, David seduced the wife of Uriah, and ordered him to be 
killed, for the reason that he could possess her forever. 
These are the sublime models the Bible recommends. The 
Mormons imitate the patriarchs strictly, but do we, for all 
that, reject them ? By the fruit the tree is known; Mormon. 
ism is a fruit of the Biblical morals. 

Among the crimes of the Jewish nation, the Bible calls 
idolatry vhe worst, and commands to kill the man who com- 
mitted it, and to burn his residence. Besides, this book or- 
dered to put to death the neighboring pagan nations, ‘‘ even 
their wives and children.” Sorcery was also punished with 
death. The administration of justice of the Bible is 
inhuman ; its base is tne law of eye for eye, and tooth for 
tooth! This book, too, givs protection to slavery. 

It is true that the morals of the New Testament are 
purer; but bad dross is not wanting in this too. If it di- 
rects the Christians to the lilies of the field and to the birds 
of the sky, it demands from them too much confidence in a 
presumptiv Providence, If it orders them to quit every- 
thing aud to foliow Jesus, it teaches them to despise posses- 
sion avd property. From this preposterous . doctrin the 
cloisters of the mendicant friars took their origin. By pre- 
ferring celibacy to matrimony, it induced the Christians to 
introducé the unmarried state of priests, this moral cancer 
of the Catholic church. The supreme principle of the 
Christian morals is, Do always that which God wills. From 
this principle, besides many other villainies, emanated the 
bloody scenes in the Crusades, in which the Christians mas. 
sacred thousands, crying, ‘ God wills it.” 

The New Testament teaches intolerance by the words: 
« Eyery plant my father did not plant must be eradicated.” 
Ia this way the Bible became the mother of the heinous In’ 
quisition, by which it was branded with eternal infamy. Its 
dogma that Christ, by his voluntary death on the cross, 
propitiated the divine ire and took away every sin of the 
faith'ul has given the death-blow to the moral energy of 
the Christians. Moreover, hope of heavenly bliss and fear 
of hell are impure motivs to virtue and honesty. 

Finally, do not many of its precepts contradict each 
other? For instance, this one; ‘‘ Take no thought for the 
morrow,” and compare it with the injunction, ** But if one 


provide not for his own, and especially for those of his own 
house, he has denied the faith and is worse than an Infidel.” 

I have touched here only the most impure spots of the 
biblical morals, but even from my few remarka the think- 
ing reader will infer that the moral doctrin of the Bible 
cannot suffice for our age. It cannot be otherwise, As the 
religious perceptions of the individual man by and by change 
in proportion as he advances from infancy to manly age, 
just so is it with whole nations—nay, with mankind gen- 
erally. In the lapse of time all eciences advance ; religion 
alone cannot remain back ; it must share the progress with 
them. In vain its priests and blind reverers oppose the 
revolving wheel of time ; the reforms in its domains are 
either insensibly, in calmness, or, sometimes on a sudden, 
performed by religious revolutions, as, e. g., in the age of 
Martin Luther, Zwingle, Knox, etc., etc.. ‘fhe Mosaical 
religion was well adapted to the rude, ignorant Israelites: 
When Greeks and Romans spread the seed of civtlization 
among them, Jesus stood up as a reformer. When, in the 
sixteenth century, the dawn of the sciences broke in Italy, 
France, England, and Germany, the iconoclasts of that time 
set to work in the reformation of the church. And since, 
sciences—especially physical science—hav advanced with 
gigantic strides. Then why should theology alone be 
allowed to continue its lazy slumber upon the moldy pillow 
of the Bible? 

No, a new mental revolution has already begun, and we 
are living in the midat of it. Concerning, particularly, the 
morals of the Bible, they don’t answer the grade of culture 
of our age. This wants new views of the universe and life. 
It demands a moral doctrin which rests upon the necessary, 
eternal laws of nature; upon reason and conscience as its 
base; it demands a righteous state, in which the people are 
the sovereign, for it is tired of the biblical theocracies; it 
demands equal rights for all men, without distinction of 
color, sex, and rank; it demands, instead of the bloody 
wars which are sanctioned by the Bible, the solid brother. 
hood of all nations, united to one league of humanity ; it 
demands a better education of the youth, because it thinks 
this to be the foundation of an unshaken state. For these 
reasons the morals of a barbarian people—the morals of the 
Bible—do not suffice for our age. 

San Jose, Oal., Nov, 8, 1880. Pror. H. M. KoTTINGER. 


LProm New York Truth of Nov. 30, 1880.) 


Danger Ahead. 


Since the first publication of Truth we hav frequently 
pointed out the tendency of the Protestant church in this 
country to make the civil law and its execution subservient 
to ecclesiastical purposes. The suggestion that this is a 
“ Christian " country has often been made from the pulpit 


and in the religious press, and there is now a determination 
manifested more boldly than ever by the Christian commu- 


nity tö Intertwine the dogmas of religion with the adminis- 
tration of the law. : 

"We hav recently had a notable illustration of this dispo- 
gition on the part of the church in the clamer raised against 
the Passion Play. We refer to the clamor, because that 
was most observable, but of the clamor itself we do not 
complain. Every man in this country has a right to object 
to what any other man says, does, or professes to do, and 
to induce others to object also if he can. So the church had 
a perfect right to denounce the intended production of the 
Passion Play, and, if it could find enough people to agree 
with it, to raise a hurricane of popular denunciation. 

But the church was not satisfied to leave the dispute to 
the people. It initiated steps to make the production of the 
Passion Play an offense in the eye of the law, by special 
legislation. This was a long stride toward making the 
Protestant church an object of special care to the state, and 
branding unbelievers as Criminals. 

Some idea of what might bav happened had Mr. Abbey 
insisted upon giving this perfectly legitimate performance 
at his theater may be gathered from the words of Talmage 
in his sermon yesterday. ‘‘The police,” he saidi, ** would: 
hav rushed upon the stage and arrested the actors.” 

At whose bidding would the police hav rushed upon the 
stage and arrested the actors?” 

At the bidding of the Protestant church. 

For what? . 

Because they were performing a play which, though clean 
and pure in all respects, was open to a whimsical objection 
of the church. For this a body of police were to rush into 
a private building and arrest the inmates. For this a man’s 
house was to cease to be.his castle, and men's persons were: 
to be sacred no longer. 

From here it is but a step to the suppression of speech: 
and press when inimical to the church. If a play isto be 
stopped by a law passed at the instance of religionists be- 
cause it may hav a tendency to ridicule a doctrin of the 
church (which, by the way, the Passion Play had not), 
why may not the orator who ridicules, or the newspaper 
that acsails, the same doctrin also be brought within the 
grasp of the law? It is only logical that they should be. 
And it is certain that they will be, unless the "Protestant 
church is peremptorily arrested in its now transparent 
movement toward uniting itself with the civil power. 

As Talmage explained what would hav been done had 
the Passion Play been produced, so Dr. Newman foreshad- 

owed in his sermon on Sunday what may be expected to 
follow. 

Speaking of Col. Ingersoll as one ef the moat brilliant 
wits of our day, but an Infidel, Dr. Newman said: ‘‘ He who 
comes among us to denounce Christianity commits a crime 
against public morals. There ought to be a power somewhere to 
close his lips and prevent him from uttering his blasphemtes.” 

Believing that there ought to be Buch a power, the ag- 
gressiv church of which Newman is & prominent priest will 
soon find it and a means of exercising it. The power is in 


dictory, and unscientific.” 


the church itself. Once giv it control of the machinery of 
law and justice, and Col. Robert G. Ingersoll will not dare 


address an assemblage in New York upon the subject of 
Christianity, honestly, under penalty of being made a felon. 

The Protestant church has recognized the fact that it is 
crumbling, It can no longer hold its own against the 
advancing thought of the people. It sees its membership 
falling off. Recruits are few. Its congregations are com- 
posed of women.and the men of a past generation. Young 
men think for themselvs, believing what is rational, reject- 
ing what is merely traditional and stupid. The only way _ 
to arrest the decay of religion is to prevent by law the free 
expression of opinion, and thereby dam up the fountains of 
thought. . . 

Being a lie, living a lie, and in many respects. teaching 
lies, there is nothing the church so much dreads as an ex- 
posure of its dogmas to the full sunlight of truth. There is 
nothing so dangerous to it as weighing its claims ia the 
scales of reason or testing them by the moral acids of ‘ridi- 
cule. Ne 

Hence the church would invoke the law to suppress dis- 


‘cussion by those who assail it. 


The issue is approaching. Soon, very soon, the people 
must meet it. The church will force it into the Legisla- 
ture, into Congress, upon the bench, and to the ballot-box. 

How will the people answer it? Shall it be ecclesiastical 
slavery or civil liberty? : 

[In view of the foregoing sensible remarks, what is to be 
thought of that milk-and-water, thin-skinned, amphibious. 
class of Liberals who are willing to deny their Liberalism 
for the sake of currying favor with the clergy and their 
orthodox enemies of the church? Simon-pure Liberalism 
can never hope to prosper under such cowardly generalship. 
—En. T. 8.] : 

(From the New York Sun 


Not the Man for a Defender. 


Talmage of Brooklyn undertook lately to answer Inger- 
soll, the Infidel. Faith was not fortunate in its defender. 

If the Bible, whose inspiration he essayed to prove, can 
be sustained on no other and no better grounds than those 
presented by the Brooklyn preacher, the Holy Book is 
bound to go down; it cannot hold its place as the veritable 
word of God, His arguments were weak and shallow, and 
he displayed a stupid ignorance of the positions and tactics. 
of the enemies of revelation. 

Yet he said he had read all the modern Infidel books, If 


he had done that in truth, Talmage would hav had little 
time left for preaching ard lecturing, even though he fol- 
lowed his customary method and talked off only what hap- 


pened to come into his head at the moment. Any man 


who undertakes to keep up with the literature of modern 
Infidelity must wade through a great library of. booke,.and.. 


books Be will hav to stop to think over, too. 


Moreover, no minister who had carefully studied even a. 


few of the leading Infidel publications, in the Eaglish lan- 
guage merely, and made himself sufficiently acquainted with 
their premises and conclusions to talk about them intelli- 
gently, would hav offered Talmage’s helter-skelter, clap- 
trap harangue as a defense of the Bible and the Christian 
faith. The authenticity and authority of the Bible are not 
mainly assailed by the great Infidel writers, as Talmage 


alleged, because the Scriptures are “impure, cruel, contra- 
Their ground rather is that the 
proof of their inspiration is lacking. Something so far out 
of the usual course, 80 contrary to all experience, as revela- 


tion, cannot be accepted as established, they argue, without 


correspondingly strong evidence that it is really of divine 
origin. : 

Instead of stopping to parry arguments about the Bible, 
they simply pass by ita claims to inspiration, and class them 
with the superstitions of mankind, with which science can 
hold no serious argument. For them there is no revelation 
except that made to the patient investigator who can pre 
sent practical proofs of his discoveries. Of course, there- 
fore, they drop the Bible just so far as the actual evidence 
to sustain its statements is lacking, and dissent from its 
moral and religious teachings wherever they fail to approve 
themselves to their understanding snd their experience. 

It is like any other book in their estimation, to be weighed 
strictly on its merits. They do not believe in any theory 
of inspiration of the sort claimed for the Bible. "Tie Borip- 
tures might stand every test of science and of morals, and 
yet they would not call them the revealed word of God, any 
more tban Newton's Principia or Bacon's Novum Organum, 

Talmage, therefore, mistook the ground of his antagonists, 
He mightas well hav talked gibberish so far as they were 
Goncerned. His missiles were not directed against their 
lines, but were merely pyrotechnic bombs exploded high in 
the air for their amusement. f 

Such a defense of the Bible as his only provokes ridicule 
and does perhaps more to encourage Infidelity than the 
harangues of Ingersoll himself. A weak and stupid 
defender is worse than no defender at all At this time, 
when the assault of Infidelity is on the foundations of relig- 
ion, it is folly to intrust the défense of the supernatural to 
& mountebank of theology. The arguments which go to 
sustain the theory of inspiration are too profound for the 
comprehension of such a man. He is too ignorant of the 
merits of the controversy between faith and Infidelity to un- 
dertake the part of a leader in either camp. 

But of course the church cannot be held responsible for 
Talmage when he sets out to discuss Ingersoll and his Infi- 
delity. The theologians competent for its defense adopt 
different tactics, and properly appreciate the folly of under- 
rating their opponents and misstating their. positions. 
Though Talmage is allowed to preach in a Presbyterian 
church, no balderdash like that to which he gave utterance 
on Bunday was heard in the Presbyterian Council at Phil- 
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adelphia, The matter was too serious for it. -Modern Infi- 

delity presents too portentous a danger to be made the occa- 

sion for clapstrap sermons and shallow arguments, 
—— 9 9—-————— 


e : [From the New York Sun.) 

Half a Million People Away from Church. 

In a recent address at Boston the Rev. Dr. Bellows said 
that there are half a million of people in New York who 
do not go to church. --He,-of course, meant that there are 
that number among the population of the city old enough 
to attend worship ef their own motion, among the inhabit- 
ants of adult age.ornearit.. ;- .. ; ee 

Probably his figures are not far wrong. It is true that the 
churches afford accommodations for three or four hundred 
thousand persons, but, om the average; more than a third of 
the seats in the Protestant churches are unoccupied;on Sun- 


day. Even if that loss of about one hundred thousand is’ 


made up in the Roman Catholic churches, whose different 


services are attended by different congregations, there is- 


still left the half million of whom Dr. Bellows speaks. 

And, according to him, these people who stay at home 
from church are not the ‘‘ignorant and untutored.” Neg- 
lect of religious observances is not.so Common among that 
class.as among ‘‘men and women of culture and intelli- 
gence.” : 

Here, too, he is probably right. Leaving out the Roman 
‘Catholic population of the city, of whom Dr. Bellows does 


` not seem to speak, the majority of our inhabitants do not 
. look on church-going as a duty. They are neglecting it: 
more and more, and the class in which are included the : 


largest proportion of absentees is the class of what he calls 
the cultured and intelligent. nU 


It is among these that Infidelity is spreading most rapidly. 


They are getting further and further away from the sort of | 


Christianity preached in the churehes. If it were not for 
the conservatism of women and their regard for religious 
observances, the congregations on Sunday could be got into 
less than a quarter.of the churches, for a large part of the 
men go simply to ‘please their wives. Of thorough, vital 
faith in the doctrins preached they hav little. Of actual 
Christian practice they hav next to nothing. 

So universal is this absenteeism from church that it has 
become a question of much importance, Dr. Bellows thinks, 
whether the coming man will go to church at all. He 
means what he describes as the intelligent and cultured man, 
the man who is likely to sit in criticism on the doctrins 
preached. ; 

Such a question implies a doubt as to the ability of the 
churches to hold their own against Infidelity. And Dr. 
Bellows.is not the only clergyman who is asking it. It 
comes from Connecticut, where the Congregational churches 
are, comparativly, much waasker than thay mora. 
a century ago. 
teeism from church prevails even in small villages. It is 
this doubt which is leading religious conventions to inquire 
whether their creeds do not need to be readjusted and made 
to suit the spirit of the times, It was their conception of 
the danger which menaces the church from the growth of 
Infidelity and indifferentism which impelled the bishops of 
the Episcopal church to urge on their clergy and laity the 
necessity of illustrating more faithfully in their lives the 
teachings of Christianity. — 

How can we call New York a Christian city when half a 
million of its inhabitants, including a large proportion of 
the most intelligent among them, turn away from the 
churches as offering nothing worthy of their attention ? 
How is this increasing tendency to neglect religious observ- 
ances to be arrested ? The preachers will do well to devote 
their first and most serious thought to discover the causes of 
the trouble and the means of removing them. 


Discourse by M. D. Conway. 

A discourse by Moncure D. Conway, of London, was de- 
livered at Chickering Hall, this city, Sunday, Nov. 14, 1880, 
and reported by the New York Herald as follows : 

The phrase “ religion of humanity ” has been much and 
vaguely used, and the best phrases so used are apt to degen- 
erate into cant. There is something pleasant in the word 
* humanity ”—no doubt all sects would claim that theirs is 
the religion of humanity. Even sects with creeds based 

~on a curse upon human nature, would declare their religion 
adapted to and revealed to save humanity—therefore the 
religion of humanity. . That which we call humanity is the 
totality of all that is moral in nature, all that distinguishes 
and chooses, which discriminates right from wrong, good 
from evil;, where all nature not human is immoral, and givs 
equal support to good and bad. All history is the history 
of the war of mankind against external nature. When we 
go beyond history to tradition, and behind tradition to 
mythology, we. find this and only this—man combating 
Arctic frost and torrid heat, tempest and flood, the barren- 
ness, the ferocities of the earth, the pitiless cruelties of the 
pestilential and the rainless atmosphere, That siege. of 
mankind against nature has never been relaxed; it goes on 


“still, and in all that time man has learned that his own 


' nature represents all that is moral in the universe which he 
, can comprehend. Tsay *' representa," for certain animals 


iris 


seem capable.of love and mutual gervice, but they possess 
these in the ratio of their approach to human nature, and of 
their agsociation with it. Therefore they are man’s humble 
constituency; their feebler minds and affections are repre- 
sented by him as against the inorganic universe—their 
common enemy. Z 2 

Now this.ancient intermiüable war between man and in- 
animate nature has not been one of sentiment, but of neces- 
1, "To wage it has always been the condition of human 
existence on the planet; all the.animals that could not wage 


it to some extent hav become fossil, and man would hav 


- followed them into extinction if he had not steadily resisted 


his hostil environment. But during all this war man's sen- | who decorate them, cover them with devotion, heap on 
timents were on the side of his great adversary. He sang|them their gold, their love, and bathe them with their tears! 
hymns to the sún which consumed him, to the storm which | Even so, ‘and they seem to one who knows them that it is 
beat upon him; he evoked a vast array of deities out of the | for want of just that devotion that millions of human beings 
elements, and prostrating himself before them in one mo- find this world a hell. Do you suppose that the sentiment . 
ment, in the next he arose to fight and conquer their cru- | which beautifles the world with temples and churches would 
elty. Primitiv man ascribed to the gods as their particular | not also build houses for the poor if that sentiment of hu- 
realm all the elements and regions of nature which he him- | manity were its supreme end and aim? The religion of hu- 
self could not control. His own empire was built up iù | manity thus has its meaning and promis for the individual 
“practical hostility to the elemental empire of the gods. heart, for the soul ‘with its own grief, in that it brings back 
Man's attitude- toward the gods was fear, and that of the| piety from its wanderings to'seek out and love the divine 
gods toward man was deemed to be jealousy, sometimes | in every heart. .It reveals to each generation that it is not 


fear also, lest he might build a tower high enough to be |only the heir of all the ages, but the incsrnation of their 


siege heaven or seize on the apples of immortality. There [summed up powers; that this trust bequeathed from all pre- 
resulted à divorce between man’s practical life and his the- | ceeding generations representa not only man in the past, but 
ology. That set of beliefs and diplomatic ceremonials to jall that preceded man; every bird that ever sang to its 
the play which were called religion had nothing to do with | mate, every tiger that ever defended its young, nay, every 
man’s humanity. Yet the so-called religions of the world | atom that ever clung to its fellow above amid the star mist, 
hav been generally cast in the same mold, and that is the | in the first throb of thst spirit of life which has climbed on 


It io hoard in Massachusetts, Where absen- 


shape they bear to this day. Where do you find the doc- 
trin of satisfaction or expiation ? Where do you find any 
‘basis for the doctrin that no deity can forgiv an offense 


‘except the penalty be suffered and the law satisfied ? You! 


,find it in every creed, but yeu do not find it in the heart 
i and life of humanity. People do not so exact from other’ 
| rigid legal satisfaction. Humanity could not hav survived 
, it it had practiced the theology of invariable expiation. But 
,you will fiad that dogma a reflection of the unswerving 
course of natural objects; the unvarying sun and seasons, 
the ever recurring remorseless powers that now freeze, now 
bring famin, avd listen to no entreaties. 

Where wil you find the doctrin of vicarious suffering ? 
Notin the voluntary life of humanity. The judge or the 
parent may worship a deity satisfied with the expiation of 
the just for the unjust, but he would be shocked at any 
suggestion in the court or in the home that the Innocent 
ghould be made to suffer for the guilty. And in the house- 
hold or in society who would deliberately visit the sin of a 
father upon his children ? Where, then, do the creeds get 
these notions ? From the hard forces of nature which pun- 
ish transgressions of natural law, even though they be vir- 
tuous deeds, secure the good of one by the sacrifice of 
another, now make the mother victim of the child, next 
makes the child heir of the parent’s infirmities, We might, 
| indeed, go through the whole list of degmas, and we should. 
find them a rough translation of nature’s roughness; not 
religion at all, because confusing good and evil; unrelated 
to the moral sentiment; a crude primitiv science or attempt 
at a scientific theory of nature. Those which were anciently 
deities, personifying the inorganic aspects of nature, are 
now abstract dogmas reflecting the same thing; and as when 
they were deities or demons, so now, when they hav be- 


strain, ór even exterminate. We must, indeed, never forget 
that human beings are much better than their creeds ; that 
inside their stony dogmatic walls are cultured spots of 
human feeling, that they speak and act gently while they 
worship wrath, and deal justly while worshiping an upjust 
deity. There is a blessed necessity which exterminates from 
the practical life anti-social principles, and, while it allows 
tongues to recite what creeds they please, holds heart and 
hand to their need and duty by an iron grip. Nevertheless 
mankind are not passing unharmed through this opposition 
between their dogmas and their humanity, It is a very 
serious thing that men should throw the sanctions of senti- 
ment and piety around deified reflections of that inorganic 
world which it were man’s real religion to master and make 
into his own image and likeness. These ancient religions 
hav adop'ed many humane sentiments—some of them even 
patronize human life and ita joys—but they hav never made 
humanity the main thing, the great religious force and 
director. 

We may then answer our question, ‘‘ What is the relig- 
ion of humanity ?" by saying it is a religion which transfers 
to the moral and intellectual forces which are mastering the 
nature all the piety that now worships personifications of 
the obstructions mastered. 

But it may be asked—and it is the anxious question of 
many hearts—'' Is there no God of nature, RO God in nature? 
Is there no power above ourselves, or power not ourselvs, 
that makes for righteousness? And if there be none are we 
not orphans? Are we not robbed of all heart and hope in 
our struggle with earthly evil, having no certainty of ulti- 
mate success?" 

The religion of humanity answers : '* Yes, there is & God 
in nature, a God and ruler of nature, but that divine parent 
i8 discoverable nowhere except in ihe spirit of humanity. 
You may cry for help to glowing suns and circling stars, to 
gravitation and electricity, to ocean and sky, er to all of 
them together, but no help or ray of pity will you get until 
you hav turned to lean on the heart and arm of human love 
and strength.” For these are the answers of the universe to 
your cry. The proof of love in nature outside you is the 
loving heart inside you. 

The other day we heard of the Holy Virgin appearing in 
Ireland. The press even sent reporters, who gathered de- 
tailed information about the light that was geen, and -Mary, 
Joseph, and John in the midst. But in their descent these 
heavenly beings did not bring bread to save the starving 
Trish family. That was left for Saint America, who went 
over with a loaded ship, and is now doing for poor human 
beings what the Virgin Mary does only for her own altars 
and priests. Tne heretic is not heartless because he cannot 
be silenced by the piteous appeals of piety that its idols and 
illusions shall be spared. He is listening to a more sorrow- 
ful cry than that; it comes from the great deeps of human 
agony, want, evil, despair; it is a cry ever burdening the 
air, but never heeded by the idols which hav neither eye, 
ear, heart, nor hand, How sweet those idols seem to those 


OE 


-thay represent precisely all that part of 
nature which it is the business of humanity to resist, Te- 


to the splendor of reason and glory of & heart, beside which 
the sun and the moon are mere sparks. 
Another Clergyman Caught. 


To THE EDITOR or Tux TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Another 
ripple on the placid waters of orthodoxy in this neighbor- 
hood has lately occurred in the case of the Rev. R. J. 
White. Again it is a Methodist minister who comes before 
the public with his tale of defense against one of the dear 
sisters of the church who charged him with making an 
‘assault? on her, which is the polite way nowadays of ex- 
pressing the idea of fornication and adultery. The kind 
‘and considerate sister, it seems, after coming home with the 
clergyman from church of a Sabbath evening, placed a lot 
of hot flatirons in his bed, for Methodist ministers are pro- 
verbial hereabout, not only fer an inordinate love of stewed 
chicken for supper, but for having cold feet at night, especial - 
ly in revival times. The sister alleges that after Bro. White 
had gone to'béd, she benevolently came down to his room 
to look after the flatirons, and that while she was doing so 
the clergyman committed the '*assault" and ‘‘ outrage n 
upon her, during which procedure she, like the trees which 
Lorenzo in the play tells of, when the sweet winds gently 
kiss them, '' did mqke no noise.” Brother White’s article, In 
the Pittsburgh Dispatch of the 25th inst., is his mere asger- 
tion that the devout sister was entirely untruthful in the 
charge she makes against him, and thus the public ig 
divided in opinion as to who tells the truth, 

I do not send you this as a striking item of news, for the 
journals of the day abound in cases of this kind, Taken as 
a class, there is more fornication and adultery, pro ra'a, 
among the clergy, and especially among the Methodist 
clergy, than any other class of “ respectable " people, 

[Ere 18-B-very cioso relationship-betweon the fory love that 
prevails among the brethren and sisters of a Methodist re- 
vival meeting on the one hand and sexual love on the other, 
In this case of the flatirons, and in multitudes of others that 
might be cited, the sister and the preacher came home from 
church where the religious exercises had almost converted 
them into angels of purity, so intense was their love to God 
and each other. As there is only one step from the sub- 
lime to the ridiculous, so the records of many a revival 
meeting show that from the church altar and the anxious 
seat of the penitent and rejoicing sister, there is but one step 
into the preacher’s bed, either with or without hot flatirons. 
The sagacious observer understands this philosophy, and 
has often seen it verified, but the masses of church people 
are.atill so blind that excessiv plety and zeal are considered 
solid gold instead of mere tinsel. 

Now, Mr. Editor, when the clergy of the church, availing 
themselvs of their excellent opportunities, are so much 
given to lascivious practices among the women saints, thus 
violating the standard of morals which they preach up on 
Sundays to other people, it seems a hard case that they 
should charge the Liberals with being lax in their morala 
simply because they hav rejected the church and its hollow 
religion. The Liberals do not profess to walk so closely 
with God as the clergy do. Most of them do not believe in 
& personal God at al, but they practice good morals be- 
cause it pays best both in the long and the short run, by 
promoting their own self-respect, as well as the general 
good. The extinguishment of the fires of hell givs no 
license to a Radical to do wrong. . 

Last year there was some sensation here when the name 
of the President of our League got into the police reporta. 
He was, and still is, an intelligent and good man; but in & 
moment of extreme provocation he treated a Jezebel wife 
with harshness. I expected that the clergy on the next 
Sunday would take advantage of the incident and point out 
to their people the relationship between Liberalism in re. 
ligion and unkindness to wives. But they did not breathe 
a whisper on the subject, for they well knew how bare the 
packs of so many of the clergy about Pittsburgh were, and 
how well prepared with facts the Radicals were to castigate 
them to the heart’s content of both parties. But of all 
those who, living in glass houses, are addicted to throwing 
stones at others, the Methodists seem to take precedence. I 
would walk a mile just to see a Methodist preacher who 
could blush. R. 8, D. 

Pittsburgh, Pa , Nov. 30, 1880. 


—— 99 ————— 
Mr. B:ll’s French Revolution, 

Iris really the best exposition of that very interesting 
epoch in history I hav ever read, clear, terse, and conclusiv 
As we read we seem to be carried back a hundred years, 
and before we are aware our breath comes fast, our eyes 
dilate with fear and wonder, and we are living in the trou- 
pled time of the French Revolution with the oppressors and 
starving people of that age, The author deserves great 
credit for portraying the surring and trying scenes of that 
period go vividly aud accurately.—Susan H Wien, 


MC ———————— ———M—— 


894 


Ghe Truth Seeker, December 96, 1880. 


(Continued from page 821.) 

knots an hour, but during this severe storm, with 
furious winds and mountain waves, but twelve and 
thirteen knots were made. The Gallia makes good 
speed, and her great leugth prevents to a great ex- 
tent pitching and tossing, but when the winds and 
waves run across her path she rolls fearfully. At 
the extreme points reached in these lurches it 
seemed that the deck and floors stood at an angle 
.of nearly forty-five degrees, and the heavy rolling 
from one side to the other requires the endurance 
and tact of the hardiest sailors. It seemed that 
suffering passengers must be thrown from their 
berths, though the front part rises eight or ten 
inches above the bed. 

- That early Sunday morning was a fearful time. 
Seasickness returned to many, and retchings, vom- 
iting, and groans were heard from many state 
rooms. To keep out the driving rain and the waves 
that often dashed over the deck, the windows and 
openings were closed. The state rooms consequently 
were illy supplied with air, and the heat and close- 
ness were very oppressive. The night was long and 
far from cheering. The stanch iron steamer 
seemed to have found its match in this storm ; it 
trembled, shook, and creaked in a manner to dis- 
turb the nerves of the more timid. Even good 
ships sometimes go down, and it is very probable 
that that possible contingency entered the minds of 
more than one that night on the Gallia. 

As soon as daylight made its appearance I stag- 
gered my way to the deck, where there was 
at least plenty of air to breathe, and no dan- 
ger of being suffocated. Taking a seat under 
the wide, capacious awning by the side of the 
smoking-room, I sat for hours, watching the furious, 
driving storm and the mad, tossing billows and surg- 
ing waves, out as far as the eye could reach. The 
crests of the waves were sharp and angular, but the 
furious wind took them off like feathers, and 
scattered them in the form of spray; and this was 
going on over the entire surface of the surrounding 
ocean. The waves not unfrequently dashed over 
the deck, wetting those who had the hardihood to 
confront them. This was indeed “a storm at sea,” 
both fearful and. grand, a full measure of which was 
taken in by your humble servant. Eating breakfast 
was out of the question. On the contrary, my stom- 
ach cast up what was remaining on hand of the even- 
ing meal before. I sat and stood, really enjoying the 
storm and the intense commotion of the waves, till 
twelve o'clock. 

Gradually the storm abated, and the elements be- 
came less furious. During the following night the 
wind subsided and the ocean became comparatively 
civil. Monday came in rather pleasantly, and 
almost everybody was on deck again, congratulating 
one another that the storm had passed by and all 
were safe. By this time we must have reached the 
longitude of the eastern shore of Maine. We plowed 
along splendidly on our western journey, Massachu- 
setts lying off to the north of us, but beyond the 
reach of our vision. We were on the lookout for 
American land. The first that met our joyful gaze 
was Fire Island, an appendage of Long Island. Not 
a soul on board the Gallia was sorry to see América’s 
shores. ; 

Some seventy-five miles out from Sandy Hook we 
took on a pilot, who had come out that far to meet 
us. He had with him New York papers, and we 
scon learned that Garfield had been elected presi- 
dent. That result had been looked for, and none 
seemed disappointed. 

We passed many sailing vessels of various sizes, 
as well as steamers, some making for the great New 
York harbor, and some putting out for other ports. 
All were on the lookout for everything to be seen. 
Rockaway and Coney Island were closely scanned. 
In due time we rounded the Hook, entered the Nar- 
rows, passed between the forts, and halted before 
the Quarantine station. Two small steamers came 
out and boarded us, one bearing the government 
physician to inquire after the state of our health, 
to see if it was prudent to allow us to come 
on to the city, the other bearing Custom House 
officers to look after baggage and goods brought 
by the Gallia’s passengers. The friends of several 
on board also came, and the hand-shaking and 
embraces were most hearty. All were glad that 
we had made a safe passage. 

We slowly moved up the bay, on the eager look- 
out for everything. to be seen. As we neared the 
city we viewed it with positive pleasure. The 
towering buildings seemed to welcome us, and the 
very street lamps seemed to glitter at our arrival. 
We touched the company’s dock at six o’clock. 
Those who had satchels only merely opened them 
for a hurried inspection. I was soon in a strect car 
for Science Hall, and in half an hour was home, 
happy to meet my good little wife, and to find her 
well. : 

“Mid pleasures and palaces, 
Though we msy roam, 


Be it ever so humble, 
There's no place like home." 


i wil not detain you to moralize or make com- 
ments With all the greatness of Europe, its 


| days. 


| populous countries and cities, its grandeur and 


wealth, with its vast works of art and general prog- 
ress, I am quite sure I like America the best. Here 
I am content to spend the remainder of my 
May it ever be the “ hoxe of the free and 
the Iand of the brave.” 

Thanking you for following me to the end of wy 
dull, verbose, rambling, commonplace letters, 
will now bid you good-bye, and quietly subside. 

Faithfully yours, D. M. BENNETT, 


Christmas. 


Dear readers, this is almost a universal holiday, and has 
been so observed for thousands of years. The nations of 
ancient Asia kept jt witb great pomp and splendor fully 
three thousand years ago. The old Romans also kept it ina 
similar manner before they ever knew anything of. Chris- 
tianity. In fact, Christianity borrowed this festival day of 
the pagans, just as it has borrowed everything else in its 
stock of trade. It is claimed for Jesus by the different 
Christian authorities that he was born in every month of 
the year. A compromise seems to hav been made by settling 
down upon and selecting the pagan festival when the sun 
is born or begins to rise in the heavens after a death or 
sleep of three days; so what for a thousand years had been 
a pagan festival has now become a Christian festival, just 
the same as hundreds of pagan temples hav been trans- 
formed into Christian temples or churches, and just as 
pagan rites snd ceremonies hav been transformed into 
Christian rites and ceremonies. 

Christians having no original claim to this festival, it be- 
longs to the entire race, Pagans, Christians, and Infidels 
alike. Upon this common basis, then, we wish our readers, 
one and all, a happy Christmas, and in the sense that mer- 
rínes8 is happiness, a ** Merry Christmas," May we all liv 
to See the return of many of them ! 


Features of Volume VIII. 


Among the features of the new volume of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER for 1881 may be named the following: 


1, A SERIES OF ABLE ARTICLES BY T. B; WAKEMAN, by 
particular request. No. 1 will appear in the issue for Jan. 
1st. The same will also appear simultaneously in the Bos- 
ton Investigator. 

2 A DEBATE BETWEEN MES, ANNIE BESANT AND THE 
Rev. A. HATCHARD.— Held in the Hall of Science, London, 
Nov. 25th and Dec. ist, upon the following propositions: 
1. “Thet the Jesus of the gospels is a historical charac- 
ter,” Mr. Hatchard affirming, Mrs. Besant denying. 2. 
‘ That the influence of Christianity on the world has been 
injurious,’ Mrs. Basomt aiming; Ma. XXatubaid ücnyiug. 
This debate, reported verbatim, possesses peculiar interest. 
It will be taken from the National Reformer. l 

8. Bust SELECTIONS OF RADICAL ARTICLES, from Eng 
lish Reviews and Magazines ; also from the National Re- 


former and the Secular Review. 


4, KUNDAY SERMONS, FROM TRUTH.—These are able, 
unique, and interestipg. One will appear each week. 

5. Waar I Don't BELIEVE.— These articles, so popular 
two years ago, will be resumed and continued till completed. 

6. WHAT OBJECTIONS TO CHRISTIANITY ?—The discus- 
sion between Mr. G. R. Mair and the editor of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, This will be resumed at an early day and prose- 
cuted to completion, 

7. FOREIGN CoRRESPONDENCE. — Having effected ar- 
rangements with several friends in Europe to write for THE 


| TRUTH SEEKER, to keep its readers advised as to what is 


transpiring in Freethought circles, this will prove an ac- 
ceptable acquisition. 

8. A New Dress.—This wil be a new feature of con- 
siderable interest to our readers. It has no doubt been 
noticed by many that the type from which Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER has been printed has become much worn, and not 
as legible as it should be, Number 1 of the new volume 
will be in new type all around. This subjects us to consid- 
erable expense, but the interests of our readers demand it. 
It is for them we work. Every one will undoubtedly wel- 
come the new dress. 

In addition to these features others will be added from 
time to time. The attention to contributors and corre- 
spondents will not be abated. The paper will ring with no 
uncertain sound. It Will be positiv and fearless—not 
ambiguous, conservativ, or time-serving. It will be out- 
Spoken and independent, though some may thereby take 
offense. l 

Another thing that may be mentioned is the fact that 
fifty-three numbers of TuE TRUTA SEEKER will be sent out 
in 1881—a paper being issued on both the first day and last 
day of the year. This counts so much to the advantage of 
subscribers. 

In consideration of all these features, together with those 
which hav hitherto distinguished THE TRUTH BEERKERB, it is 
hoped that all the present patrons will remain loyal, and 
that many new subscribers may be obtained. It is to be 
hoped that those who hav indicated a determination to dis- 
continue will change their mind, renew their courage, and 
still * hold the fort.” A true soldier will not turn his back 
to the foe in the time of battle. 

We hav decided to send two copies of the first number 
of the new year to each 80 he may hav one to use in 
obtaining & new subscriber or two. This will subject us to 
aheavy expense, but we trust our friends will see that we are 
not losers by it. They can make it a gain to us if they will 
only resolve todo so. There is hardly a reader but what 
can get a new subscriber if he says he well. Some can get 
five, and some can procure ten. We will send a handsome 
present to the one who senda the greatest number of 

ew subscribers. 


Let it be remembered that we hay 


offered very generous premiums for new subscribers. Let 
every one be thinking where he can place the extra copy to 
do the most good in obtaining new patrons. Let those who 
think they can use more papers to advantage, inform us of 
the fact, and we will forward more. Friends, let us make 
a big effort to increase the number of readers of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. Please consider yourselves ag stock-holders, or 
part owners of the paper, and do all you oan to increase its 
usefulness. 

—————— dn aed 

Ir any of our readers hav on hand petitions to Congress . 

for the repeal of the Comstock laws will they please send 
them to H. B. Brown, 141 Eighth street ?. 

Seo 9—————— 


The Semitic Gods and the Bible. 


Being 383 large-sized pages from Vol. I. of “The Gods and 
Religions of Ancient and Modern Times,” the work written 
by the Editor of Taz TRUTH Szexer while serving out a 
sentence in prison for exercising the American right of the 
freedom of the press and the freedom of the mails. 

Among the gods of the Semitic races treated are the gods 
of the Chaldeans, Babylonians, Assyrians, Phæœnicians, the 
Jews, and those that borrowed gods from them—the Chris- 
tians, Among these gods are Baal, Astaroth, Asshur, 
Moloch, Moladah or Mylitta, Melkart, Ohemosh, Ninlp, 
Nebo, Iva, Adad, Allah, Jah, Jahveh or Jehovah (to whom 
58 pages are devoted), Satan or the devil, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the Bible. This latter 
god is worshiped by the Protestant Christians of our own 
time as really as fetiches and idols are worshiped by the 
savage tribes and polytheiats of the earth. To the examina- 
tion of the Bible 228 pages-are devoted, and it is believed it 
is as thorough and comprehensiv in that direction as any- 
thing hitherto produced. The books of the Jewish Bible 
are examined separately, their contradictions, absurdities, 
improbabilities, and falsehoods are shown up, and the time 
given when they were probably written. Those called the 
gospels of the New Testament are examined, and the fact is 
conclusivly shown that not one of them was in existence 
till after one hundred and fifty years of what is called the 
Christian era had passed away, and consequently could not 
hav been written by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, whom 
Sunday-school children and old women are taught to believe 
were the authors of them. The contradictions snd discrep- 
ancies of the gospels are also shown. The prophecies are 
examined and proved not to refer to Christ. Five hundred 
and fifteen improbabilities and impossibilities of the Bible 
are pointed out; 144 positiv contradictions-~a gross of gross 
divine mistakes—are given. The principal patriarchs and 
prophets are examined, and much other matter vital to the 


inquirer is dispensed, including the repulsiv obscenity of the - 
Holy Rank . 


The making up of this book-by-1telf 1s to'giv in @ Ghéap-— 


form the better portion of Vol. I. of the work from which it 
is taken to those who do not feel like purchasing the entire 
work, and also to enable those who hav the entire work to 
hav the gist of it in a cheap form to lend and send out to do 
good missionary service. There is perhaps nothing better 
calculated for this important work. Sold at the low price 
of sixty cents in paper covers, and one dollar, well bound 
in cloth, including postage. Those who wish copies can 


now be served. 
————.- 


Judaism, Christianity, and Mohammedanism, 


Being five hundred large pages from Volume 1I, of *''The 
Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times.” The 
work was written by the editor of Taz TRurH SEEKER 
while serving out a sentence in prison for exercising the 
sacred rights of free speech, a free press, and free mails. 

In treating Judaism the following divisions of the süb- 
jeet are taken up: The Claims of Judaism; Abraham; 
Jacob’s sons; Destruction of Jerusalem; What Judaism 
was; Stages of Judaism; Abraham a Myth; Historical 
Omissions; Silence ‘of Histery; Abraham ‘and the Gods; 
Judaism Contrasted with Other Religions; Characteristics 
of Jahveh; His Duplicity; His Covenant with Abraham; 
Sacrifices; Judaism and Paganism; Prophecy; The Proph- 
ets; Contradictory Prophecies, They do not Refer to Jesus; 
Prephecy Limited to no Nation; Modern Prophecies; Greg 
on Prophecies; Chadwick on the Same; Monotheism in 
Judaism; Jahveh Not the Only Jewish God; The Scriptures 
Contrasted; Features of Judaism as Contrasted with Other 
Religions. i 

In the treatment of Mohammedanism are introduced: The 
Life of Mohammed; His Performances; His Conduct 
Toward the Jews; His Character; His Bocial Reforms; The 
Koran; Points in Moslem Faith; Islam and Ohristianity; 
Babism and Its Doctrins. 

To the examination of Christianity 872 pages are devoted, 
and it is believed that its false claims and palpable errors 
are thoroughly exposed. The following are some of the 
divisions of this examination ; The Origin of Christianity, 
Gnosticism, Writings of the Early Fathers, Book of 
the Generation of Jesus, Testimony of Celsus, Josephus, 
and other Writers, Admissions of Christian Writers, 
Unreliability of the Gospels, Spurious Gospels, Uncan- 
onical Gospels, Facts Worth Remembering, Errors of 
the Gospels, Unreliability of Gospel Dates, Christian- 
ity a Borrowed System, Saviors and Redeemers, Improb- 
ability of the Story, Is it Credible? Paul the Author of 
Christianity, Essenism, The Egyptian Origin of Ohristianity, 
The Apostolic Fathers, Fathers of the Second, Third, and ' 
Fourth Centuries, Church Quarrels and Contentions, Per- 
secutions by the Church, Saints and Saint-msking, Heretics . 
and Heresies, Heresies about Christ, Councils of the 
Church, Arrogance of Bishops, Hermits and Monks, Divis- 
ions in the Church, The Popes of Rome, Kings and Leaders, 
The Inquisition, The Auta da Fe, Persecutions of Infidels, 
Recapitulation, Axioms and Postulates, Conclusion, 


Probably nothing has been issued more damaging to the 


false, borrowed system of Christianity thau this. It con. 
tains the most important part of the book from which it is 
taken; is Just the work for general distribution, and is fur- 
nished at the low rate of $1.50, including postage. Send 


for a copy of ít. E 
E ——— ii ——Á—Ó 


The Martyrdom of Man. 


We hav just brought out & new edition of this able and 
finely written work by Winwood Reade, a book of 543 
pages. It is divided into four general divisions--War, Relig- 
lon, Liberty, and Intellect. The ancient countries and na- 
tionalities treated are Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, 
the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the Phoenicians, 
Carthage and Rome, Roman Afric, the Arabs. 

Under the head of RELIGION: The Natural History of 
Religion; the Israelites, Character of Jesus, Christians, 
‘Mohammed, Description of Africa, Mohammedans in 
Africa. 

In the division of LIBERTY: Ancient Europe; Invasion of 
the Germans, the Castle, the Tower, the Church, Venice, 
Arab Spain, the Portuguese Discoveries, the Slave Trade, 
‘ Abolition in America, Materials of Human History. 

In the division of INTELLECT : Animal Period of the 
earth; Origin of Man, and Natura) History. The Future of 
the Human Race; The Religion of Reason aad Love. 

Few works hav given better satisfaction in the perusal 
than this, it being thoroughly radical and in the finest style 

_ of English composition. The price of the English work is 
$5.00 ; the American sold for $8.00, but we hav reduced it 
to $1.75. Every truth seeker should hav a copy of it. 

—— — t$ eo 


An Infidel Abroad. 


This volume of *' Letters from Europe,” by the editor of 

. Tux Trurs SEEKER, will reach 860 pages; the price, only 

. $1.50, including postage. Many. pronounce them very in- 

` teresting and instructiv. They will be ready for delivery 

in a week orten days. Those wanting copies will please 
forward their orders right along, 


“The Truth Seeker” Not a, Political Paper. 


We are nota politician, nor is Taz TRUTH SEEKER a 
political paper. We do not regard political parties as com- 
posed of saints or immaculates. They are replete with 
‘trickery and corruption, and will stoop to almost anything 
base and low to secure power and spoils. We can see but 

` little difference in this" respect between the two great par- 
ties, and presume the smaller ones, had they the same num- 
bers and prospects, would do the same thing. Politics isa 


foul pool to wallow in. 
Dec; 


o readers hay felu wggrie veu Bv UB Deci 

favor of the defeat of the Republican party in the late elec- 
tion. That wish grew out of no special love for the oppos- 
ing party, but we thought we saw that the party in power 
had enacted legislation not only very unjust and oppressiv 
to individuals, especially to Infidel editors and publishers, 
but subversiv of the highest principles of liberty guaranteed 
by our Constitution. We thought we saw that the party 
in power tended to coalesce with the ecclesiastical 
element of the country, and that the union was being made 
to oppress Freethinkers and unbelievers. It may be we 
were mistaken, but we think not. It may be we were influ- 
enced by personal wrongs inflicted upon us, but we are sure 
we felt that freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and 
the freedom of the mails were seriously menaced in the 
prosecution and imprisonment of several Liberal editors, 
more than from selfish wrongs. We doubt not there are 
many who condemned us. Had they lain in prison a year 
without the least show of justice, they would naturally con- 
demn the law and the party which had thus oppressed them; 
and should they hav spoken out their indignation and desire 
to punish the guilty, we trust we would hav been liberal 
enough not to hav cast them off and forsaken them for it. 

The reason why we favored a union with an opposing 
party was to punish the party that had oppressed and disre- 
garded unbelievers in theology, and because that opposing 
party was the only one which had the least power to defeat 
them. Any aid is acceptable in fighting an enemy. But, as 
before observed, THE TRUTH SEEKER is not a political 
paper, nor will it be. Its mission is to oppose the theolog- 
ical dogmas of the time, to combat supernaturalism, and 
keep up a ceaseless conflict with priestcraft and mental 
servitude, ‘These are the greatest evils known to our race, 
and we trust that Republicans, Democrats, and Greenback- 
ers who are Liberal will realize the importance of our being 
sustained. Let not politics stand in the way of the spread 
of truth. Let not politics be deemed of more importance 
than Liberalism. The first is degrading, the last is elevat- 
ing and emancipating. The one is bondage, the other is 
freedom, Can a true Liberal hesitate as to which to choose 


and which to discard ? 
— ib 


Drawing Near. 


The trial of Mr. H. L. Barter, publisher of the Liberal 
Press, arrested under thé Comstock law, is set to take place 
next month. The National Defense Association has under- 
taken to defend Mr, Barter, but the funds are low. Let the 
generous-hearted who feel like contributing to this fund re- 
mit to H. B. Brown, Treasurer, 141 8th st., New York. The 
receipt of the same will be duly acknowledged. Mr. Barter 


is a poor man and has no money to pay lawyers. 
———— a 


sd 


Tus close of the year can be no better observed than in 
remitting the arrearages on TEE TRUTH SEEEuR and in pay- 
ing for the new volume for the coming year. Many friends 

> -hav responded to our call for aid, but, sorrowful to relate, 
thoro are yet a large number in arrears for the paper they 


-we will mail a goo 
number of names sent. 


hav read during the past year. We earnestly hope this | 


will not continue to be the case. We need the money, and 
hope no good Liberal will wish to longer keep ua out of it. 
If every delinquent will resolve to do the right thing in 
this direction before the close of the year, we will begin the 
new year in a happy frame of mind, and will be able to do 
far more good than otherwiae. 


tr — —M 


Tars is the last issue of THE TRUTH BEEEER that will be 
printed on this old type. The first number of the new vol- 
ume will appear in an entire new dress. Two copies will be 
sent to each patron, and we hope a good place will be 
selected for the extra copy where a new subscriber may 
probably be secured. Those who can use additional copies 
of the first number for obtaining new subscribers will please 
write us at once and inform us how many copies they can 
use to advantage. The new dress costs several hundred dol- 
lars, and the extra copies issued will cost several hundred 
more. Will not all the friends of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
make a special effort to obtain new subscribers to it, making 
the investment of the extra issue a good one? There 
should be far more readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER than 
there are. It has opened the eyes of many thousands, and 
the eyes of many thousands more need operating on in the 
same way. We should let our light shine, and send the glad 


tidings forth to the world. Let thousands of new subscrib- 


ers be obtained. 
ee 


Inpex to Vou. VIL—This being the last number of the 


volume, 8 full index will be found on the last two pages of | 


this issue. . 

Those who wish a bound copy of Vol. VII. of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER for 1880 can be accommodated. Price $3.50. 
Bound volumes from the first can also be furnished. The 
whole seven volumes furnished for $15.00. 

——— 9 €———— ———— * 

Ma. W. F. JAMIESON called upon us one day last week, 
on his way to Boston and the Hast. It is the first time we 
hav met him. He is genial, earnest, energetic, and indus- 
trious. He speaks encouragingly of the general outlook of 
Liberalism. He will return here in two weeks and hold in 
Republican Hall, 55 West 88d street, a five nights’ debate 
with Moses Hull, on ‘‘The Pro and Con of Spiritualism.” 
Commencing January 3d. Tickets for the entire course, 
$1.00. For sale at this office. 

——— 9 a 


A Favor Requested. 


We wish to hav the names and post-office addresses of 
Liberal people all over the country. Will friends send us 
a list of such names? To those who will send us such lists 


TRUTH SEEKER desired. 
oo 


Bro. BENNETT: I wish to say to the readers of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER that I shall go West to lecture some time in 
January, and would like to arrange for lectures on my way 
to Kansas, and also for lectures on my return trip. 

At present I am engaged in a debate with Dr. Morron, on 
“The Existence of God," and when this discussion is ended 
I shall be prepared to complete arrangements for lectures. 
Correspondents wil! please address me promptly at 38 Upton 
st., Boston, Mass. Yours fraternally, W. S, BELL, 


et 9-——————— 


` E. H. Hzywoop lectures in Science Hall, 712 Washington 
St, Boston, Sunday, Dec. 26th, at 2:80 P. m., on '* Money 
Reform ;" at 7:80, evening, on '' The New Order.” 

d oe ——————— 


IT is rather late to speak, as a reporter, of the ‘‘ Recep- 
tion" given to Mr. Bennett on the 20th of October; but as 
this is our first opportunity of referring to the matter, a 
few words of notice may not be out of place. The recep- 
tion was a success in every way. At 8:30 P.M. about 
sixty or seventy friends sat down to a cold collation, and, 
at the conclusion of the battle, the real business of the 
evening commenced. Mr. C. Bradlaugh, who presided, 
made a brief but forcible speech, conveying to Mr. Bennett 
the thanks of English Republicans and Freethinkers for the 
brave stand that he had made in America for the freedom 
of the press. A very handsome illuminated address, gor- 
geous in gilt frame and of very artistic design, was then 
formally presented to the guest of the evening, who, in a 
few words of earnest thanks, acknowledged the testimonial. 
Speeches were made by Mrs. Besant, Dr. O., R. Drysdale 
(President of the Malthusian League), Dr. Alice Vickery, 
and Mr. Das, a Hindoo gentleman. The whole affair was 
thoroughly representativ and very hearty; and Mr, Bennett, 
who left for Liverpool on his way to America immediately 
after the conclusion of the meeting, was deeply impressed 
by the friendliness displayed toward him by English Free- 
thinkers, If the remark be not too egotistical, we feel great 
satisfaction at the successful result of the proposition which 
was first made in these columns. It is only fair to add that 
the National Secular Society took the matter up warmly, and 
to this fact it is due that the presentation was officially rep- 
resentativ of English secularists.—London Republican. 


rent 


WHEN, on one occasion, the founder of Christianity 
wished to point a moral by the aid of a coin of the realm, 
he, having no lucre, was obliged to resort to the expedient 
of catching a fish (of a breed long since extinct) that swam 
about with silver money in its mouth. The poverty of the 
founder is not imitated by modern professors of the ortho- 
dox creed. Many curates, it is true, starve slowly on a 


meager pittance ; but the dignitaries of the church are 


adepts al the art of feathering their nests. During 1879 the 


deaths of four wealthy parsons were recorded, and the sumg 


)k or pamphlet in. nronortion t 
The names of those not taking THE 


left by them show that all their treasures were not laid up 
in heaven. The Rev. E. B. Sparke, Canon of Ely, left 
£100,000; the Right Rev. Dr. Baring, Bishop of Durham, 
£120,000; the Hon. asd Very Rev. Dr. Duneombe,{Dean of 


York, £500,000 ; and the Rev. G. B. Paley, of Frecken- 


ham, Suffolk, £300,000.—LZondon Republican. 


———— AM 


The Wicked ; Flea. 


EvuponA, Kan., Dec. 8, 1880. 

T. C. LELAND, EsQ., Dear Sir: I received your letter a 
few days ago, informing me of the action of the Defense 
Association in the Conger case, which was soon followed by 
8 letter from Mr. Brown inclosing postal order for ten dol- 
lars. Since receiving these letters our Christian persecutors 
hav withdrawn the complaint against Conger in the district 
court and the case will go no farther. We will return the 
ten dollars to your Association, with thanks for your kindly 
interest in the case. ^ 

The Liberals here look upon the termination of this case 
as a local victory over religious persecution, but it would hav 
been more satisfactory to us after having gone to se much 
trouble to raise the funds necessary to prosecute the appeal 
it the case had been allowed to take its course through to 
the Supreme Court, believing as we do that the Sunday law 
is unconstitutional, and that the highest court of this state 


would hold it to be so if a case was properly presented for 
a hearin 


I thank you for the copy of the National Liberal League 
at Chicago. Some of the debates on the Comstock law are 
interesting reading tome. I hav always been an admirer 
of Col. Ingersoll, but I think Mr. Wakeman got away with 
the Colonel at Chicago. Yours fiers 

08 REED. 


Col. Crockett's coon came down without waiting for the: 
bullet in his eye. Sodo these Sunday Christians when they 
find the National Defense Association is after them, It will 
be next in order to hear that the Christian Rips who snooze 
in and around Le Claire and Davenport, Iowa, and are 
not aware that thisis the XIX, not the XV century, in a 
Republie, not & Popedom, wil wake up, come to their 
senses, and call off their dogs from Mr. Barter. The Na- 
tional Defense Association has sent $75 there as a com- 
mencement of hia defense, at his trial, appointed for the 
20th of January next. More will be forthcoming if the 
Christians wish to push the case; but they will do well to 
come down gracefully, as the fellows in Kansas do. 


T. O. L. 


————— — t$ .95— ————— 


The Bell Strikes One. 


There is nothing the Liberals of this country so much 

need as @ waking up; and what better ‘can perform that 
office than a Bell ringing up and dewn the land? yes, a Lib- 
erty Bell! with a tongue to tell who tolled the knell that 
burned up hell. 
--B;-Berr is the ringing ununsbulator alluded to. He 
lectures, works, and makes friends and converts to Liberal- 
ism wherever he goes. He organizes Leagues, too, when- 
ever he can on his track of travel, and thus reaps aa well aa 
sows. A lecture, without organization succeeding it, ie the 
Divine Word fallen on stony ground—only here and there a 
spear of it sprouts up and the wrath of the righteous shriv- 
els it to straw. But & lecture, followed by organization, a 
banding of the brethren together to.be a help to each other 
and a strength to other Liberals in other places, is the very 
Logos of inspiration treasured up in good and honest hearts, 
of which men shall reap some sixty, some seventy, and 
some an hundred fold. 

Whenever the Liberals of a town or a city can employ a 
lecturer and pay him, let them send for Mr. Bell. He knows 
the Liberal doctrin well, speaks as by authority, and can tell 
the glad tidings of the gospel of,mental freedom to an audi- 
ence acceptably. He goes West soon, and needs to know 
his route and engagements in advance. Address W. 8. 
Bell, 88 Upton street, Boston, Mass. T. C. LELAND, 

P. 8.—'"The Bell strikes one," but we Liberals can go him 
one better. '* We take no note of time, but from its logs.” 
The notes he takes of us will be our gain. ''Muzzle not 
the ox that treadeth out the corn.” That was in the ancient 
days when the disciples *thrashed" with cattle. 
matter. The wisdom of the Evangelists is in the injunction. 
Let no unhallowed hands withhold it from Mr. Bell just be- 
cause we reap, thrash, pour into sacks, and garner into barns 
all at one operation. T. C. L. 

N. B.—Yes, and kill and cut up this very ox by machin« 
ery. Do not so to the Bell!t L, 


Reply to C. E. Townsend, 


Mr. Townsend says this writer continues what he seems 
to think a wonderful] question. 

Can there be a first without a second ? and can there be 
a second cause for the same thing? This mere quibbler, 
not being satisfied with my detailed explanation of a first 
cause, perhaps will better understand this short reply, 

There must be by necessity, as an axiom, a first or starting 
cause for everything. Now, friend Townsend, it just all 
depends whether there must or not. Perhaps you can bet- 
ter understand this short reply that if there can be a first 
without a second, then we hav no science of mathematica 
or arithmetic, and no other science, and we hav all this 
time been at sea. We hav made no exact calculations ; all 
has been guess work. Butif there isa first cause, please 
describe it and giv it a local habitation and a name, and tell 
also what is the second cause, and describe its functions ; 
for if you know this thing, it certainly is easy to define it, 
If you hav followed from the first onward, or from the 
branches to the root, you, as an axiom maker, must know 
the road, and are just the person that all mankind hav been 
looking for in all past ages, and now you are called upon 
for proof, not closet-hatched axioms, proof indelible, proot 
infallible, and let it be scientific, or cease to be quibbles, 


Gao. W, OBArMAR, 


But no. 
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Communications. 


How Jesus Builds a ‘House. l 


The ghost that is left of the Baptist society at West Paw- 
let, Vt., is trying to pay for the new insurance office they 
are erecting on the site of ‘the told one which, by a dispen- 
sation of providence, was:recently burned. through the 
They wil insure you 
against the fires in'the next world providing you will pay 
their agent here one-tenth of all the money you receive and 
At least that is what 


instrumentality of a small boy. 


* the crops you raise during the year. 
ihe last agent offered to do. 
After the old salvation factory burned, the Infidels said 
they could not rebuild it. But Jesus ordered his represent- 
i ative in West. Pawlet to say, ** We'll show you that we can 
build her up, and don't you forget it.” They are algo show. 
ing how they can raise the money to do it with. They hold 
<: Christian catch-cent sociables” every week or so, At these 
‘they resort to all conceivable means to remove the cash 
from the pockets of the crowd into their own “for Christ's 
gake.” 
They had an egg sociable, each girl bringing an egg with 
‘her name written upon it. These were mixed up, and sold to 
‘anybody who had twenty-five cents. The purchaser—no 
matter who he was, orfrom what station, the only qualifi- 
cation necessary was the twenty-five cents—was entitled to 
the company of the-young lady whose name was upon his 
egg. If the name did not suit, they would erase it and put 
on another. This, of course, was all right, because Jesus 
got the proceeds. Anybody who says it is not all hunkadory 
is a low, mean Infidel, and should not be tolerated in the 
i Christian community of West Pawlet; or, at least, he 
should not be allowed to go into society with ‘‘us, the beer- 
; bibbing Baptists |" It is sad but true that there are large 
; numbers of Baptists who are frequenters of the dramsbops. 
Dispute it if you dare, you elect for hell. But that is noth- 
ing; the blood of Jesus is an all-sufficient whitewash. With 
a coat or two of that, and some gin killers in their mouths, 
they can steal into heaven some time in the night, when the 
devil is asleep. ` 

The Baptists tell us we can not be anybody unless we 
belong to *‘our church,” and drink the blood from the 
same cup with gamblers, topers, and rummies, 

. Well, they hav resorted to almost everything to pay for 
their new gospel-cage except cockfights and wrestling. 
matches. The latest was a variety show, a kind of Baptist 
circus, at which they had a lottery,.theater, brass band, and 
a laughable farce for Christ's sake, - 

It was truly amusing.. The consistency of getting up a 
lottery to pay fora church is of course unquestionable.! 
‘But when they try to blow religion into a man and money 
out of him with a brass band, it is too much for Jesus, Ex- 
cuse us, for Christ’s sake, Pound themselvs to heaven with 
a base drum ! : 

Jesus never said much in favor of brass bands, theaters, 
or lotteries, but the **1aughable farce " must hav met his 
hearty approbation. Lottery tickets were sold, and the 
prizes, a ring and a thimble, were drawn by those that 
Jesus intended should hav them. 

Liberals, it means something when Christians hav to 
resort to theaters to pay for a church. Had they held 
a prayer-meeting, Charged twenty cents at the door, there 
‘would not hav been enough present to make Jesus hear if 
he had been in the belfry. : 

The church is weakening in every part. People would 
rather witness a “‘laughable farce" than hear about hel), 
crosses, and blood. 

The large number of vacant and deserted churches all 
over the land that are as empty as an orthodox heaven, 
, with rust on door-latch, cobwebs in window, and ‘grass 
Í , growing green in the path and about the door, the half- 
starved minister-shucked and kicked about from one place 
to another every few months in search of a few almighty 
FO dollars—all these conditions of things proclaim in thunder 
A tones the fate which is sure as death to every Christian 
1 church in the civilized world. We would suggest that the 
Baptists buy a rooster of the fighting kind to put on top of 
the spire. It would be doubly emblematical of their situa- 
tion, They fight and quarrel among themaelvs, and if they 
ever run the mill it will bea continual quarrel and fight 
; with skepticiam and Infidelity. Some people hav suggested 
‘ that as long as they are in the show business they get Buf- 
| falo Bill and raise money enough to pay up some of the 
p | ministers who used to preach in the old church. 

J: In times of old Jesus was given to bragging and blowing 
i about how stout he was, saying that he was the happy 
: possessor of all the power on earth and heaven. Be that es 
‘ $t may, he requires a vast amount of waiting on now. He 
d hag not even lifted a finger to assist in its erection, And he 
i has never been seen looking it over. In fact, there is no 
' proof of is having been in town since the old shop burned 
He down. The workmen hav got along first-rate without any 
i of his help ana it will soon be ready to drink wine in, and 
| for the remnant cf the society to get together and thank 
| their imaginary God *hat they are not going to hell, and that 
| the people who belong to the church across the road and 
$ the Liberal League are going to that place which a loving 
r God in his tender mercy has prepared for those of his chil- 
i dren whom he did not make as good as their fortunate 
brothers and sisters. It willbe the headquarters of the firm 
E of God Almighty & Co., in West Pawlet. It will be the 
t coward's castle in which a cowardly lying minister will 
> shout gospel, eat Jesus, and pass around the hat, This lazy, 
i lying vagabond will tell these people how they ought to 
: shun Infidels, skeptics, and Spiritualists, and to look wild 


for Universalists and Unitarians who are the very settlings 


i of society, and merely lack the horns and tail to be 
! devils, It will be the special business of this gospel grinder 


think the Liberals hav captured him, and he will 


out of a job. ` : D. P. 
— pe — — 


Protest Against Injustice to Women. 
powers, 
leges. 


States was based on these principles, ils Constitution recog- 
nizing equality of rights, the enjoyment of liberty of con- 
science, thought, and speech, of a voice in electing officers 
and enacting laws, not discriminating against sex, color, or 
station, Yet with these recorded edicts and the wisdom of 
historic seges to guide humanity, with the cruelty of past 
rule warring against tyranny, the direness of vice pleading 
against ignorance, the piteousness of poverty inveighing 
against easte, the world at large is a waste of despotism. 
Civil affairs retain the grasp on old kingly orders, and sub- 
jecta are divided into the favored and the abject; religions 
conserve the senseless superstitions of mythic stupidity and 
pagan rites; fear and faith the debasing incentivs. er 

The province of a system for the exercise of the devout 
in our natures would be to relieve of blind fear, to cultivate 
free investigation and pure modes of life; but in the name 
of religion the pulpits aid the thrones in keeping the people 
so depraved that the two vampire powers can sway them to 
their atrocious services. The popularity, the respectabil- 
iy, prevailing under their control are so false and vile as 
to be acknowledged by-words and mockeries. 
this, their best followers do not turn to reforming bad cus- 
tonis, as that would encroach on the policy; and Liberals 
hav hardly learned that in sustaining that popularity they 
pander to the policy and. deplete themselvs. Scandal for 
dissent must be disregarded or scorned. 

This nominal republic, boasting of equality and liberty, 
imitates its mother nations in both church and state; de- 
ludes, betrays, and extorts in both. We are slaves to sordid 
usurpers in both, and especially so by the conniving and 
conjoining of both. - : 

Our state opposes civil reform and its original liberty. 
Our church never emerged from ancient barbarism; it stili 
persecutes those devoted to moral goodness and enlighten- 
ment of belief. Science and intelligence hav to progress in 
spite of enmity and treachery, of real and feigned bigotry, 
But, thanks to the genius of soul-related liberty and the 
efforts of her lovers and laborers, their progress is apparent 
in the light of resultant Tiheralism. May that light min 
from brain to brain till majorities are quickened with living 
might to work for the common good, uniting the true of 
every land in a just and humane cause, International 
sympathy is already expressiv and responsiv across conti- 
nents and oceans, betokening the time when truth and love 
sball preponderate. Let it be encouraged and aided till 
practical righteousness enzones the earth and chases the 
darkness of hypocrisy, the misery of penury, to the borders 
of dwindling doom. Unswerving vigilance in this is the 
price of success, È 2 
To liberate women from debilitating and inthralling 


customs, and then establish them in civil rights, is among 


the first, best, and shortest works for universal emancipa- 
tion. 
transmitted health and honesty—and allied to liberty. 
Weak parentagé begets imbecility. 


matters, has handed down depraving and slavish tendencies. 


Holding that authority in law, depriving women of govern- 
mental privileges, yet making them amenable to the strictest 
letter of men’s enactments, has perpetuated civil corruption, 
violated the federal Constitution, and tended backward to 


the old and tyrannous. 


When the tax-gatherer reminds me that unless I deliver 
to him the sum officers hav associated with my name, my 
home will be confiscated in one year, though I hav not been 
consulted in the arrangement, nor allowed to represent my 
thought in any law thàt empowers men to command me and 
seize my means, I know I am aggrieved. And knowing 
what they take at the point of a bandit government's wea- 
pon goes to support that government in making me its vas- 
When this unfailing event 
comes with each passing year, I more clearly see the loath- 
some nature of selfishness and legal wrong, more keenly feel 
the pangs of men's inhumanity to men their intrigue hag 
made poor; more deeply yearn for the exercise of my rights 


sal, silence would be culpable. 


to resist their consummate meanness to all women. 


Defeat does not conquer. 


worthful, and priceless integral development. 
bondage. 


shams and flattering wiles, never surrenders, 
Vineland, N. J. Mary E. TiLLOTSON. 


Mr.. BELL has traced it 
manner, —The Commoner, 


to tell the society just exactly what they all really know. 
If he tells them anything they never knew before, they will 
sọon be 


To THE EDITOR oF Tug TRUTH BEEEER, Sir: All people 
are entitled to honest treatment at the hands of law-making 
Ina republic people inherit the rights of individ- 
ual freedom (at self-cost and insurance against infringe- 
ment) and the recognition of citizens with all their privi- 
Knowledge of these rights has been expressed by 
the best minds of many ages, and especially discussed in 
this nineteenth century. The government of these United 


Yet, seeing 


This would be many steps toward pure heredity— 


Maintaining male 
authority in families, denying to mothers council in social 


To-day the demand and reminder are presented, and I 
pen a moiety of the rushing thoughts duty urges into utter- 
ance. Pardon me, sister sufferers, that I protest so mildly, 
Ido not feel so tame as compulsion causes me to seem. 
Ín view of the helplessness of 
women whom avarice and duplicity conquer in things 
where law cannot compel, I've rich upholding helps; and |. 
those of them that are self-gratulations are not unworthy. 
Ability to spurn vile usages and vain opinions is & treasure. 
To advocate sentiments frankly, to reject fashions that 
inslave body and spirit, to heed nature's law, sustains all 
powers in harmony, insures self-respect, as much more as is 
Physicaily 
and mentally I am free, while gazing on the wide world’s 
The fires of patriotism are blazing in my soul, 
where rebellion to civil and social injustice, to fraudulent. 


(the Revolution) in an interesting 


Sexual Intemperance. 


: *Ithink Mrs. Stenker will find that the cause of female 
diseases and weaknesses of the generativ organs are the re- 
sult of ether causes. Every stomach-full of food diverts 
vital force for.a time, but only to return again with, new 
force for thé brain. Why will we never understand that 
man givs to woman food in every sex act where there is 
temperance and perfect adaptability. It is a physiological 
fact that man loses his-seed something like once every 
month, and that too in health, Sexual teetotalism would 
be no better than what we hav now. But I think temper- 


‘ance and adaptability would bring harmony, and from that 


condition we soon get health, 

Jackson, Mich. : : > ; j 

Ithink friend Choate will find.it hard work to prove that 
female weaknesses of the generativ organs are the result of 
other causes than sexual intemperance. Some few may be, 
but the greater number are solely attributable to this and 
this only. One conclusiv proof of this is the rapidly failing 
health of most women a year or two after marriage. .No 
close observer can help but notice how soon women. break . 
down after they become wives. It is not continual child- 
bearing that does this, for. children properly generated by 
healthy parents, and subject to proper prenatal conditions, 
never affect the health of the mother other than favorably, 
even should they come yearly ag.do the young of many 
animals. But when we see childless wives as well as others 
afflicted with these female diseases, and tnany of: them 
barely able to go about, the cause is too probable to be de- 
nied. All over the land are women groaning under the 
burdens that religion, law, and love hav laid upon them. 
Some there are who know the evil and still endure because 
the environments of custom compel them to. True, they 
could leave husband, home,.and children, but to a great 
majority disease, pain, and death are preferable, I know, 
personally, cases enough to fill a volume. Cases where the 
wives hav been slowly murdered (innocently), by ignorant 
husbands; others where some honest doctor gave: due warn- 
ing and they were saved. Others where the wife quietly 
severed the tie and resolutely took her life in her own 
hands, and afar off from all she loved, began to create for 
nerself a new world of love, safety, and purity. 

Dr. E, P. Miller says: “ Every child that is begotten is at 
the expense of a degree of vital force in the parent. ‘The 
male principle is Composed of the elements which form 


W. E, OgoarE, M.D. 


brain, nerve, muscle, bone, in short every tissue of which 


the body is composed ; and by parting with it a portion of 
the life principle is lost, and a constant loss of this life-prin- 
ciple, whether for purposes of generation or otherwise, 
must inevitably draim the system of a vast amount of life- 
force, and render it an easy prey to the innumerable dis- 
eases to which humanity is subject. 

Dr. J. Hughes Bennett says : ** Phthisis or consumption is 
the result in manv cages of the loss of this principle which 


contains the very essence of life,-togethos-with the 10B8- Uf — 
nerve power which accompanies it." 

Dr. Dixon says, ''The intercourse of sexes could only 
hav been assigned for the production of offspring." 

It is true that while many confess to the injury of sexual 
dissipation, there are a few who, like inveterate liquor 
drinkers and tobacco consumers, boast to having lived a long. 
and healthy life, and indulged excessivly and continuously; 
but they are exceptions, and no rule to go by, and doubtless 
if they left children these unfortunates were feeble, weak, - 
puny, and worthless specimens of humanity, for the life 
principle that gave them birth must hav been weak and 
diluted, and could not impart a strong mental or physical 
vitality to them. "Then there are other boasters who are 
suddenly carried off by apoplexy, heart disease, etc., the 
plain result of their excessiv indulgence, but called by an 
ignorant public a visitation of God, or some other equally 
erroneous name. 

If man givs to woman in the act, he also takes from her, 
and at last one begins to rob the other, and the victim dies 
or drags out a life of aches and pains, weariness and woe. 

We do not advocate Shakerism, Paulism, or the chastity 
of priests, monks, and nuns. We want purity on higher 
grounds than any of these. We want it on the ground of 
hygienic morality, virtue, and all that is noble, grand, and 
worthy. We want a race who shall be above the plane of 
lust. We want pure thoughts, a thoroughly educated 
hygienic race who shall banish from earth every form of 
prostitution and sexual disease, every lustful thought and 
obscene idea. We must rise above all societies for the sup- 
pression of vice by eliminating vice itself from the world 
by pure and good teaching as well as by lives of correct and 
happy deeds and thoughts. Purity is hygiene, and hygiene 
is happiness. ` 

Man does not lose his seed in health. If he is continent 
in deed and thought the vital principle or seed is absorbed 
into thè blood and strengthens the brain as well as all parts 
of the system. Temperance is like prevention of concep- 
tion. It is better than intemperance, but teetotalism is best, 
just as continence is best. app 

* A hero he, though drums are mute, 
And no gay banners flaunted, 


Who treads his passions under foot, 
And meets the world undaunted. 


" O, then, to bravely do our best, 
Howe'er the winds are blowing, 
And meekly leave to time the rest, 
Is wisdom worth the knowing. 


Snowville, Va. ELMINA DRAKE LENKER. 
———— 9 —— — — —À . 

I HAV read with much interest W. 8. Bell’s ** Outlines: of 
the French Revolution," a condensed history that everyone 
should read.—JMM. Babcock. 
= Mr. BELL has, with his usual tact and simple directness, 
written the.subject up in such a straightforward way as. to 
lead the reader right on to the Consummation before he has 
time to think the subject dull or uninteresting,—Himina.D, 
Sisnker, P " i 


Ehe Grut Seeker, December, 95, LSBU: 


On the Wing. 


To tax EDITOR or Tus TRUTH BEEKER, Sir: After 
the political campaign I rail-rushed over the rolling prairies 
of Iowa to the calm, peaceful glades of Minnesota, where I 
was greeted by Mrs. Jamieson and our friend, Dr. Louts. 
How great a transition! From the din of poiitics to the 
quiet of the Zumbro, amid the hills of Mazeppa—from hell 
to paradise ! MEE i 

Ten days visitiog—Louts, in Mazeppa; Hoyts, in Oak 
Center ; Sweets, Van Burens; D welles, in Lake City. Mrs, 
Jamieson now accompanies me, Five lectures in 


MAUSTON, WIS. 


Wm. Holgate, a graduate of English mines, was to 
“ blame for them.” That is what the orthodox say. The 
barber is a Freethought thorn in the side of piety in Maus- 
ton, Mr. Frank Goodrich was activ in securing success 
financially and otherwise. Mr. Sykes, Mr. Phillips, and 
others were efficient workers, Fine congregations assem- 
bled;'at the last lecture the Opera House was crowded. Mr, 
and Mrs. Holgate, Mr. and Mrs. Phillips, and others will b 
long remembered by us for their kindness. — i 

The course of lectures threatens to stir up & debate. So 
mote it be. Billy, the barber, will be to blame for it. 


CRYSTAL LAKE, ILL, 


Here we paused for a few days with our friends Andruss. 
A course of lectures will be in order there this season. So 
says M. J. A. 

MC HENRY, ILL. 

Received a cordial invitation from our old friends Hon. 
George Gage and wife to come and visit them. Mr, and 
Mrs. Gage are strong Spiritualists, while I hav become a 
Materialist. But that makes no difference in our friendly 
relations, for our friendship was not, in the first place, 
based upon unanimity of opinion. While Mr. Gage says 
he knows Spiritualism is true, he can, nevertheless, respect 
my right to entertain my own convictions of what is truth, 
I cannot help wishing that all Spiritualists were as rational- 
istic as the Gages.. A monopoly of bigotry might then be 
left to thé bat-like orthodox. While at McHenry we had 
brief calls from Maria and Georgia Gage, now married and 
happier than if they had religion. It beats all how some 
young wives brag of their husbands. Well, in this instance 
I doubt not that the two husbands are as good as they are 
good-looking. Met old friends, Dr. Howard and brother. 


BUSHNELL, ILL. 


A splendid visit with Mr. and Mrs. Denning, Mr, and 
Mrs. Murphy, Mr. and Mrs. Duntley. ‘Lhe distinguishing 
trait of Bushnell is its devouring love for the scientific, 

. . TABLE GROVE, ILL, 
__For one week we hay heen here. i à 
debate Tucsday morning, Dec. 7ih, with John Hughes, one 
of the most noted debaters of this nation,and one of the ablest 
-I over met.. He basa scientific bent, and is an easy, attrac- 
tiv speaker. There are but few whom I hav encountered 
that are his equal in debate. 

Table Grove is the home of Mr. Hughes, where he has a 
host of friends. Four Lours every day large audiences came 
together to listen to our good-natured, wordy war. Toward 
the end of the disputation, as the interest grew, the Univer- 
salist.church was packed. Nothing enlists attention more 
than joint oral debate when properly conducted. 


EASTWARD, HO! 


"We now turn our faces toward the rising sun. Will de- 
liver a course of five lectures in Garrettsville, Ohio, then 
for New York to hold debate with Moses Hull on *'' Spirit. 
ualism.” May the truth, wherever found, be ours, If 
Moses has any facts I wil be glad to get them, but they 
-must be facts, and not stories about facts. 

W. F. JAMIEBON. 
———— a —————————— 


A Few Words About Europe, Temperance, and 
Other Matters. 


Mr. BENNETT, Deor Friend: I beat you two or three 
weeks in reachiug our glorious America after our summer 
passed in foreign lands. Isailed from Glasgow, Scotland, 
on the 14th day of October, and I was glad indeed when I 
learned the good ship Gallia had brought you safe home. 

But I must tell you, from your account, I don't believe 
you got “shook up" nearly so much, though later in the 
season, 88 we did when I came, for just at that time ‘old 
Neptune" put forth an exhibition of his almightiness and 
showed us to what an extent he could rally the elements of 
the Atlantic. But the grand ship Bolivia of the Anchor 
Line bad him defiance and brought us gallantly over. And 
now I think you feel as Ido upon one point, and that the 
Hon. Roscoe Conkling expressed once upon a time when 
he arrived home from Europe, viz, “A visit to foreign 
lands teaches Americans to detter appreciate their home and 
country upon their return.” 

I note with pleasure that the great army of readers of 
Tun TaurE SEEKER duly prize your grand descriptiv letters 
from over there. . Yet they can hardly appreciate the hard 
work it cost you to gain the exact knowledge and grind it 
out to them as I can Could they hav seen you emerge 
trom the place of the sacred tombs in Westminster Abbey, 
and seen you go through the Tower of London ia the 
heat, they would better know. I wonder you do not pub- 
lish the reception tendered you in London, complete from 
Bradlaugh’s National Reformer. I kava copy of the Re- 
former gent me ihat Contains the speeches upon the occasion, 
and I deem them Very interesting and important. 

I am now in the lecture field, and I giv one lecture of my 
course on my travels in Europe, which seems to interest the 
people very much, 

J hav just been reading your two admirable letters from 
the Eternal city of Rome with great interest, 


cellent remarks upon true temperance in response to a lady 
who writes from Leslie, Michigan. Yes, I can say with you 


very few. drunkards, 
plied with ale, stout, and spirit, and it is considered no dis- 
grace in any circle, but the rule. I dined with a clergyman 
at Norwich, England, and there were ale and liquors upon 
his table ; and at Brussels and Antwerp in Be'gium I saw 
hundreds of ladies and gentlemen sipping wine and ale 
under the awnings, of an afternoon; and, strange to say. 


I hav also just read in the last TRUTH SEEKER your ex-|to you for instruction and example, and I should not feel 
that I was true to the principles I hav publicly advocated 
did I miss this opportunity offered of entering my protest 
against views which to me are so erroneous, knowing, as I 
do, that you and I trust the majority of your readers will 
respect an ** honest thought honestly expressed," however 
muenb it may differ from your own. 
Yours for investigation, MARION BLUSSER, 
————— M9 ———— P 


Notice. 

Mrs, Colby and Smith closed their second engagement iz 
Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 14th, having a crowded house ; at- 
tended a three days’ convention at Binghampton the 19th, 
20;h, and 21st; will remain there during November, and re- 
turn to Rochester for the month of December, notwithstand- 
ing Mra, Oolby bas given over foriy lectures in that city 
since last April to large and appreciativ audiences, 

Persons desiring the services of Mrs. Colby and Smith for 
week evening lectures or funerals will address them accord- 
ingly. 


that I saw thousands of wine and ale sippers abroad, and 
All tables in Great Britain are sup- 


both in Great Britain and among the French I saw much 
more social happiness, to all appearance, much more real 
health, and very many more ruddy countenances than here. 
It ig said the liquors are purer there, and that, together with 
the difference of climate, makes the difference. But I 
sometimes think that. the raids of our total abstinence (by 
force) people hav their influence to make our drunkards. 
Forbidden fruit has always been a great temptation. I rec- 
ollect hearing a little girl in Ohio, who had Just signed the 
pledge, sigh out, “Oh, how I would like just to taste some 
strong drink !" T. 8. ANDREWS. 
P. 8, —My good wife remains in Europe for the winter, 
and I want to return and lecture in Scotland and England 
next'winter if my health permits which has greatly im- 
proved since I last saw you. T. 8. A. 
r_a 


The Drink Question. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKEB, Sir: I hav 
been reading with interest the letter published in TEE 
TRUTH SEEKER of Dec. 5, from Mary L, Bonnel, concern- 
ing the use of alcoholic beverages, and your reply thereto, 
Having studied this question pretty closely for several 
years from a variety of standpoints, I am compelled to side 
with your correspondent, and regretfully take issue with 
yourself on a question of such vital importance to human- 
ity. With all due deference to the opinion of others, I 
must say that no person can arrive at correct conclusions 
starting from such false premises as, it seems to me, are 
those upon which the supporters of even moderate liquor 
drinking base their arguments. 

I think your former correspondent has effectually disposed 
of your proposition that ‘‘ True temperance with regard to 
any article means its use in moderation ;” but relativ to the 
one that ‘‘ Temperance and total abstinence are two different 
things,” I hav a few words to say. That they are two 
different things I grant you, so far as they relate to that 
which is useful and beneflcial to the human organism, and 
no farther. But where alcohol is concerned, whether it be 
that found in beer, wine, or whisky, the majority of our 
m ost pronounced temperance people accept the two terms 


io 


John’s Way. 

Oscar P. Foal writes: The more I think of that Little 
book as an emancipator, pointing the way that pilgrims may 
return to reason, the more I think itis just the right book 
for the purpose. If Infidels would only see to it that every 
young Christian who would read it had a copy placed in hia. 
or her hands I believe it would be the means of killing more 
Christianity in one week than ten million tons of miscella- 
neous scientific arguments could get away with in ten years, 
It hits the demon Christianity in its tender spot (ridicule), 
and the book is so amusing and entertaining withal that the 
average reader, Once fairly under way, will not be apt to 
turn aside for all the imps he may expect to meet; and as. 
the pilgrim proceeds through the book, the fog will rise: 
from his mental vision and he will see the aforenamed: 
lamed demon, the devil, his imps, and all their tribe hump. 
ing themselvs off over the horizon of the forever gone, 

— 9 —————— — 

BUCKLE'8 explanation of the decline of the spirit of ‘Yelig- 
ious persecution was that in modern times faith had under- 
gone an eclipse and men could not bring themgelys to 
persecute others into believing that whereof they were 
themsaelvs skeptical. The inadequateness of this explana- 
tion of one of the most striking social phenomena of our 
time is forcibly shown in the North American Review tor 
January by Prof. John Fiske, who assigns a numbor of 
other causes that hav been at least as influential in bringing 
about this most desirable result. First, there ia the decline 
of the martial spirit and the greater devotion to pacific 
industrial pursuits. . Then, as men rise in the scale of civil- 
izatà disponed..10. he domineering;- Finally, 
men in modern times hav quite lost the sense of Corporate: 
responsibility-—the belief that a whole community is liable: 
for the offense of each individual comprised in it. These: 
points are established with all the ingenuity of reasoning: 
and wealth of learning for which the author ig so distin-- 
guished. The other articles in this number of the Review 
are; '* Controling Forces in American Politics,” by Benator: 
George F. Edmunds;" “Atheism in Colleges,” by President, 
John Bascom; ‘‘ The Ruins of Central America,” by Désire 
Charnay; ‘‘Partisan Government.” by William D, Le 
Sueur; '' Popular Art Education,” by Prof. John F, Weir; 
“The Limitations of 8:x,” by Nina Morais; '''The Mission 
of the Democratic Party,” by Senator William A, Wallace, 
and finally a review of recent philological works, by Prof. 
F. A. March. 

The Review is, sold by booksellers and newsdealerg gon- 
erally. 


In my estimation there has never been a better definition 
ofthis much disagreed about word, temperance, given to 
the world than the one by that great teacher and Free- 
thinker, Dr. R. G. Trall, which is, ‘‘ The temperate or mod. 
erate use of everything good and useful, and total abstinence 
from all things absolutely injurious or poisonous." 

That alcohol is a deadly poison, which tbe vital forces 
eannot appropriate or make use of, but always make effort 
to expel as they do any other poisons, both science and 
human experience hav clearly demonstrated. That many 
use it in some form for years without any apparent serious 
resulta arising therefrom I admit, while they are many 
times deluded into the belief that because the immediate 
effects of this mild stimulation 2re pleasant, it is one 
of the ‘comforts of life," and actually beneficial. This is 
the very rock upon which thousands of opium, tobacco, 
and alcoholic drunkards hav been wrecked. Many other 
known poisons, let it be remembered, when introduced into 
the circulation in just the right proportion, will produce 
this pleasant stimulation, this apparent beneficial result. 
Why? Because the vital forces, roused to act in self-de- 
fense, are putting forth undue effort to expel the enemy, yet 
I think no intelligent person can deny that this increased 
abnormal activity is at the expense of vital power, 

In determining the beneficial or detrimental results of 
anything, we must not confine ourselvs to a day, a year, or 
even a generation of human life. If we accept that phys- 
iological axiom that “stimulation is always fellowed by 
proportionate exhaustion,” is it not plain that even a mod- 
erate indulgence in the milder alcoholic drinks serves to 
weaken and waste the life forces? Even though & man 
may care not to conserve these for his own sake, making ‘a 
short life and à merry one” his motiv, has he any right to 
rob his posterity of vital force, nervous energy, mental 
vigor, or proper balance of brain for the sake of gratifying 
his own appetites and desires? Surely this is a question 
which ought to interest every Freethinker and lover of hu- 
manity. s 

Certainly, if any one-believes that alcoholic stimulants 
are a benefit to him, or at least not harmful, he has the 
right to use them. Yet there are those who, honestly enter- 
taining such views, tigidly abstain from them for fear their 
example may prove a stumbling-block to some weaker 
brother. 

Again, the opinion of the honored editor of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER Concerning the evil effects of universal wine- 
drinking àmong Certain European nations is so at variance 
with some who hav gone abroad purposely to study the 
question from à physiological and hygienic standpoint that 
Icannot help thinking his observations were only casual, 
his mind being 80 much occupied with other matters as to 
prevent his giving it sufficient thought and attention to 
enable him to form correct estimates. 

I hav no fears, Mr. Bennett, that you will become a 


——— t Oo a 
ARE Missions WORTH THE CosT!—The non-Christian: 
religions are not to the wise naan mere monsters; he knows: 
they hav much good and truth in them; he knows that Mo-- 
hammedanism and Brahmanism and Buddhism are not what; 
the missionaries call them; and he knows, too, how reaity’ 
unfit the missionaries are to cope with them. For any one 
who Weighs the matter well, the missionary in clerical coat 
and gaiters whom one sees in wood-cuts preaching to a 
group of picturesque orientals, is, from the inadequacy of 
his criticism, both of his hearers’ religion and of hig own, 
and his signal misunderstanding of the very volume he 
holds in his hand, a hardly less grotesque object in his in-- 
tellectual equipment for his task than in his outward attire.. 
Arnold's Lit. and Dogma. . 
— — uil i 
FALSE and true are relativ terms, and I shall probably 
know very little about, the ,false till I hav arrived at the 
absolutely true, Let us remember that the false is often a 
lame step toward thetrue. A grand thing indeed it would 
be, in a catholic aad hopeful spirit, to regard all reaching 
uf the human intelligence and soul as a growth along the 
whole line toward the truth. Let us not despise or dread 
honest and inquiring error. How hav the sciences of med. 
icin and astronomy, how hav the progresses of social life, 
the causes of education, ef health, of legislation, been: 
advanced except by deduction from error and the hard dig. 
ciplin of blunder, Join D. Long. 
a a 
To ALL who wish to study aud understand the most fear. 
fully fascinating period in the flactuating affairs of revolu. 
tionary France, this unpretentious little pam niet by Bro, 
Bell will prove a historical prize. Every page is replete 
with historical references &nd observations, which make it 
of particular value and interest to Liberals. Its style is 
original, clear, simple, popular, *;ad pleasing. Nothing else 
in the literature of Liberalism, presents such a Compendium, 
of facts collected and boild down for the ready reference 
of the free-thinking staent. It is a powerful and philo- 
sophical production, It erases every blood blot from Inf- 
drunkard at, your time of life should you occasionally drink | delity, and plzces Thomas Paine in his true position among 
a glass of wine; I only fear that your open advocacy of the | the ee patriots, and heroes of that time of 


practice may mislead some young truth-seeker who looks Verte 8, A GN 
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The presence of a lecturer among us is always the Signal | frauds or *' reverend ” rascals sponge a fat living from the 
for a series of festivals, sociables, and temperance meetings, hard labor of a poverty stricken, ignorant, and priest. 
carried on to keep the people away; but notwithstanding all|ridden people in the name of Jesus, it is passing strange 
their strategy, we hav had good, well-behaved, intelligent | how any sensible person can be duped by the clerical cant 
audiences. and priestly pretense of such salaried sycophants. 

The doctor is a logical and eloquent speaker, sometimes | Inclosed find three dollars as renewal of subscription for 
exciting his audience to tears, and again provoking an ava- | the good old TRUTH SEEKER. BYRON BOARDMAN. 
lanche of laughter. We hope at no distant day to hear him |j . 
again. Yours, etc, GEO. W. May. 


Letters from friends. 


LETTER TO LIBERALS. 


MARTINDALE Depot, N. Y., Nov. 25, 1880. 
To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: lappreci- 
ate the honor of the favor of an effort in THE TRUTH 
SEEKER to say to the Liberals, Brethren: Let us rejoice and 
be joyful, for the signs of the times betoken the coming 8. 1880: 
kingdom of truth, when reason, no longer the slave of Sr. Tuomas, ONT., Dec. 8, 15 : [you as well as the many patrons of THE TRUTH SEEKER 
hypotheses, shall be restored to freedom, and Liberalism, in| D. M. BmwwETT, Dear Sir: I extend to you a hearty | upon your safe return from your European tour to again 
its divine benignity, be throned in every mind. In so great welcome back to your nativ country and your paper, hoping | take the helm to steer the ship of Freethought. ; 
and holy a state of free breathing, free thoughts, and free | that you will hav been benefited by your trip. I hav been much interested in your letters from the old 
love, who is there, having a heart, but would giv it for the|_ All your readers here are pleased with your letters from | domain, and hav just finished the sixteenth, which in many 
good of all in the liberty of doing right? Europe. . respects, to me at least, has been the most interesting. You 
Who of you but reveres the demi-god, Sir Isaac Newton,| hav received the tracts. ` "— will please set me down for a book containing those letters, 
the only potentate and king of the mental kings in science, | _ I send you a Paper, the marked item of which is an evi- | as T loaned my papers and they are not likely to be returned. 
whose word seemed to be law armed with authority to | dence of the increase of Liberal ideas, also of the intolerant | Besides, I feel thet those letters are of so much importance 
i enforce thé obedience of every atom and the motions of | 8Pirit that animates the breasts of Christians. See item On | that they should be put into shape so they can be preserved 
every heavenly world? miracles. It resembles the reasoning of Hugh Miller in and ready for reference when required. 

The successiv generations of the scholarly for two centu- | support of miracles in his *' Footprints of the Creator. Iam happy to state that each number of your paper be- 
ries, a galaxy of the giant-minded, refined by culture, than| Much as I dislike to part with "them, I circulate your | comes more interesting, and I long for it before the time for 
whom a more polished company of intellectuals had not | Papers, hoping and feeling that they will bear fruit. Twenty- | its arrival. 
ripened in the flower-beautifying beams of the central elec- | three years ago, when I became an Infidel, I never thought! The letters from correspondents is one feature in the 
trical sun, pledged their integrity that “the heavens and the | to see Infidelity become £o strong as it is at present. make-up of the paper that I like very much, giving every 
earth” are governed by their master's law of universal Your friend and well-wisher, D. NEIL8ON. | one who desires to hav his views spread upon the journal 
gravitation. This decision of so august a tribunal tends in the privilege of criticising and being criticised. 
the mind of so many to cover the nineteenth psalm with Canon  Orrv, CoL., Dec. 8, 1880. I herewith hand you a few names of my friends, wko, I 
merited infamy. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: All hail! Glad your’e back | think will sooner or later become subscribers 

In morals, Newton was the embodiment of unblemished | safe and sound. In reading your letters from Europe I Very truly yours, C. H; CUSTENBORDER. 
purity—the perfect among the philosophers, His rare| Wished myself by your side many a time, and that for the : 
‘attainments in holiness endeared him to the lovely in Jesus, | Purpose of Spelling words so that people in this country 
The disciples ofthe king of Zion saw in Newton the ezcel-j could know how to speak them; as it is, we must guess. | My FargND BENNETT: Your voluminous letters to THE 
sor in geometry and mathematics, an imitator of the God | But more of this hereafter. — : TRUTH SEEKER during your absence are no less surprising 
of Moses, who weighed the mountains in scales and the| Now, sir, I hav the two most important subjects for man-|than interesting. I think I wrote you once before to the 
hills on à balance, and in such a refulgence man, born in| kind on the brain—religion and intelligence. If an eternal | effect that I can not understand by what manner of means 
the line of human fatherhood, had never before been |state of bliss or curse hangs upon our faith in ‘this life, | you accomplish so much. 
exalted. nothing under heaven is of so much importance as to know} With kind regards to Mrs. Bennett, I am, as ever, 

Each Jew, Christian, Atheist, Agnostic, Liberal, and all what to believe; but if it does not, it is vastly important we Very sincerely, — ErrzAsETH M. F, DENTON. 
exalted by education, are united in the conclusion that should know that. And is not intelligence very needful to EWELUE 
Newton's system of the world is the argument of nature,| know that fact? If it is, then every means to that end is STOCKTON, Mo., Dec. 8, 1880, 
and 2l] should know that Sir Isaac Newton was the only | highly important, and every man owes to his fellow his best| D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Inclosed find postal order for 
philosopher who furnished Atheism with his argument of | effort to accomplish it. hat would you think of a priest | $3,50, $2.50 of which I want you to credit on my subscrip- 
nature—that justified the Atheism of all ages. im Rome who had acknowledged to you the absurdities of | tion account, and continue my name on your books, for, as 

Newton's greatness was not impaired by the obscurity of | their dead forms and yet perpetuated and practiced them TI hav before stated, I intend to take your paper as long as I 
his creed. In explaining his idea of the tangibility of eter- | for his living in our view of morality? What is a man’s | am able to take a paper, or until its course changes radically 
nity, he aberrated and defined God to be a non-entity. His|duty; that is, what is due from man to man? This is all | from what it has been for the last several years. 
bosom friends hav not yet determined whether he was Uni- | embodied in the words, ‘‘Do as you would bedone by," not} After giving me credit as above, send me Truth Seeker 
tarian or Trinitarian. Such trifles are of no moment and | only to the individuals around us, but to the race; and not| Tracts as indicated by the inclosed slip, and use the 
‘without jinterest to us. But his science is of more value | only to the race now existing, but to the race in all the | remainder in such tracts as in your opinion will do most 
than all the creeds of modern Christendom. His science ||future; and the most successful way of doing this is to | good in arousing a feeling of inquiry in the minds of those 
Whatis it? A ray of supernal light, or a myth. Is it truth? | foster intelligence. Intelligence is mostly promoted through | who believe in the inspiration and divinity of the Bible. I 
or hav we, like the disciples of Ptolemy, been deceived by | language spoken to the ear and written to the eye. Reading jam in a country where Liberals are rather scarce, and I 
assuming the optical delusions of nature to be physical | is simply apprehending language by the eye. The language] want as much as I can to increase their number. 
facta? : is what we Speak, and this only should be photographed tof I hav been reading your travels in Europe with such a 

If Newton had been an expositor of nature, and, wooing | the eye; and then every Child or foreigner, as soon a8 he|degree of interest that I could hardly wait from one week 
the goddess, had conquered her charms, and, unfolding the | should know the elements of speech and their signs, could | for the paper of the next to arrive. 
loveliness of her beauties, had exposed them to the longing | read and pronounce correctly by his eye as now by his ear. Respectfully, JAMES T. FARBIS. 
gaze of men, his work had merited the enrapturing applause | In all your books you print though—six letters for two 
ofthe angels and the approbation of his Maker. But in|sounds. We pay you for this word every time we buy it Lone HILL, Conn., Dec. 16, 1880, 
vain the geological ages waited for his disclosure of the|two hundred per cent more than it ought to cost us, ÁAnd| Mz. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Your dun received. 
pecret of the enabling cause by which a man kneeled. thia occurs in all elementary books. devoiving nnan tha f| own up to the soft impoachmont, I acknowledge tho corn. 

‘What little was known, true to nature, was contained in| learner two hundred per cent more of time and labor in|I plead guilty, but as a slight atonement for fi} thy neglect; 

the Hebrew and Greek scriptures; but what of that as long | learning to spell and write it. Is this manly? Is this ful- | both real and apparent, I inclose you six dollars, in full for 
as the accredited men of science did not know how to use | filling moral obligations? Every time we buy eight we] 1880 and 1881. l 
their eyes? pay one hundred and fifty per ceht more than it ought to] I expected to hav been in New York this fall and seen 

In the “ Principia,” Book ILI, Proposition VI, page 394,|costus, Every time we buy nail, sail, pail, hail, gail, etc., | you and talked with you, as Moses did with the Lord, and 
Newton says that ‘‘all bodies gravitate toward every planet, | we pay thirty-three and a half per cent more than is just. | at the same time pay my arrearages, but hav been extremely 
and that the weights of bodies toward the same planet, | Is it honorable, is it just, to foster and propagate such an|busy and could not well come; but suppose a greenback 
at equal distances from the center of the planet, are propor-| imposition on the ignorant, who climb the bleak marbie|substitute will do just as well. : 
tional to the quantities of matter which they severally con- | stairs on their knees in paying their taxes for schools and} Moping you will continue to put your trust in the Lord, 

: tain.” Whereas, ` schoolbooks when we know better? I remain Truly yours, Joun L. BEARDSLEY. 

i i. Not one of the planets gravitates toward another| Ifyou had always been buying photographs of yourself ' 
planet, nor toward the sun, for the all-potent reasons: The | containing two or three eyes more than there are in your Bart, PA,, Nov. 30, 1880. 
substance or mass of each planet and its weight are equal | face, and an artist should introduce one with only two eyes} D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Well, you are at the helm 
measures, which, in the ordinations of nature, cannot be {in it, would you hav it? Or would you cling to your five- | again, and will no doubt deal out heavy blows against that 
disturbed by orbital revolutions nor by solar distances; and | eyed picture ? You would be the same man with two eyes} religious curse—the curse of all curses that hav afflicted 
because in nature the sun's center is the immovable center | in your picture thet you were when pictured with five eyes. | this matter-of-fact world of ours. Iam glad you came home 
of the system of the Sun. Perception, reason no longer aj So your name consists of five sounds and you hav always | well and that you enjoyed your trip, as your letters indi- 
slave, and the philosophy of nature concur in the verdict. | been photographing it as containing seven, and now will] cate that you did. : 

A central body is not governed by the accepted third law of | you hav it with only five eyes instead of seven, thereby sav-| I was sorry to hear that the Liberal League at Ohicago 
motion, hence Sir Isaac Newton’s first, second, and third | ing forty per cent both in writing and printing and moral | split again. It shows that some of the Liberals or Free- 
axioms, like Euclid’s point, line, and superfices, are non- | stamina, and lose nothing. Is it enough to be scientific on | thinkers are not rid of bigotry yet. Not a member of the 
entities. one subject only ? Is not science the law of common sense? | League, I dare say, was in favor of sending obscene litera- 
; 9. The balance weight of bodies on the earth's surface are | Thou that teachest another, teaches thou not thyself? If|ture through the mails any more than Ingersoll or Green. 
| less than their quantities of substance or mass, because in| any man is morally bound to advance the interests of man- | The so-called Comstock law, as it now stands, is. utterly 
j nature the avoirdupois weight of a body is not its whole | kind, who is he, and who is exempt? You neglect the final | powerleas to prevent the carrying of obscene matter by 
l weight. Hence the system of celestial mechanics, by |e in giv, liv, etc. All right, but why not drop your useless | mails, and ought to be abolished, for it does more harm 
t Laplace, was founded on appearances assumed to be facts letters as well? What is there to prevent such a man as you | than good as itis. The only way to effectually stop this 
| of nature, equally fatal to true knowledge, as was the ab- | from doing all the good he can? Whatistherethatshould|obscene literature business is for Congress to enact a law 
i ` surdity of the earth’s immobility. prevent you from printing nolej instead of knowledge, mak- authorizing postmasters to open áll letters that go into the 
N. B.—I pray the Liberals to prepare their mental fails | ing us pay eighty per cent above necessary cost, and we | mails, and to burn all letters and books found to be unclean, 
t to assist me in threshing out the grain of natural truth for|can't heip ourselvs, because printing is not like a common | and the writer or sender to be sent to prison for a term of 
the use of all mankind. trade that anybody can set up at any four corners. years or for life, according to ihe amount of dirt contained 
| Wishing you and yours and the world the beatification of | Says Dr. Webster, ‘‘ The progress of arts and science is |in the letters or books. _ » 
. a bath in the fountain of truth, f hav the honor to say yours | sensibly retarded by the difficulties of mastering an irregu-| It seems to me that the Lord made a great mistake when 
lar orthography. The church of Rome holds people ia|he created mankind of two sexes. Adam and Eve were 
squalid ignorance that she may liv on them. ‘What worse | hardly dry before they discovered, as we are told, that they 
is she than we when we knowingly retard the progress of| were naked, and that was obscene, so they were ashamed 
| Locust VALLEY, N. Y., Dec, 15, 1880, | their intelligence. And why are we not worse than she ? | of themselvs and covered themselvs with fig-leaves, What 
p. M. Bennert, Dear Sir: We continue greatly inter- | She does it for her liying, but we Liberals could liv better|an amount of trouble God would hav saved his poor chil- 
ested in your luminous letters from Europe, which a busy | on the people's intelligence. When you write giv, why do | dren if he had made them all of no sex, for then there 
| brain axd well-ordered observations could alone hav effected | you not also write givz, livz, etc., instead of using an s,| would hav been no obscenity to fight and torment one an- 
4 ån so brier & Visit. Yours most truly, which was never intended to represent the sound of z? other about! Kindly, J, KING. 
: Onas. E. TOWNSEND, A. B. PIKARD. : 


; Quincy, O., Dec. 13, 1880. 
D. M. Bennett, Dear Sir: Allow me to congratulate 


WELLESLEY, Mass., Dec. 15, 1880. 


ju the love of him whose love was purity and universal. 
; Rev. W, Isaacs Loomis, 


BRUSHY PRAIBIE, IND., Nov. 80, 1880, 
X D PARE, Mass., Nov. 28, 1880, D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I thank you for sending me 
D. M. Bennet, Dear Sir: Your card to hand. Let me Mr. D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I read your letters of | Tax TRUTH SEEKER after my time had expired, as I hav 
congratulate you on your safe return, "Truly glad to know | foreign travel with great interest, They bring vividly to | found much in it interesting to me, You will find inclosed 
ou hav taken your old stand at the helm of THE TnurH|my mind the scenes and places you describe, for I hav vis- | three dollars for it, which will put me all right with you 
. BEEKER, with your mind refreshed, invigorated, and ex- | ited all of them. I heard Oharles Bradlaugh lecture morn- again, Your letters from Europe hav pleased me very 
panded by your travels, and that you are as able and will- | ing, afternoon, and evening at the Amphitheater the last | much, aud I would like to get them in book form if I can 

ing as ever to battle for the cause of intellectual freedom. | Sunday I was in Liverpool. I consider him the biggest man | spare the money when you publish them in that shape. 
And I am also highly pleased to learn that a cordial, |in head and heart of all that I saw in furope. Respectfully yours, E. D. GREENFIELD. 
brotherly welcome was extended to you personally and Yours trüly, A. E, GILES. 
San Jose, CAL , Deo. 1, 1880. 


( 
= through you to the Freethiskers of America generally, : Go , 
i on, unflinchingly, and great is your reward. Norwicu, Conn., Dec. 5, 1880. EDITOR oF Tug TRUTH BEEEKER:I see by your paper 
| As ever, efc., E. A. ROLEN. DEAR FRIEND BENNETT | Welcome home again. It has| that you hav reached home safe and sound. 
been with the greatest Satisfaction that } hav perused your| . Thanks to the good ship, her captain and engineer, as 
. BURLINGTON JUNOTION, Mo., Dec. 19, 1880,  |foreign letters, All who hav read them speak highly in| well as the ‘‘providence of God,” that you are brought back 
D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Dr. J. R. Baker has visited | their praise. 4 . to duty and to friends. 
i us and turned his Gattling gun upon the old walls of Zion,| Through your graphic description of interesting scenes, | ‘Your Jetters bay been very interesting, a8 they hav been 
t five evenings in succession, closing his engagement last | and vivid delineation of personal experiences, I hav almost | divested from the ordinary halo of romance and sensation, 
4 night, This morning, as the smoke of battle is slowly lift- | been enabled, in flights of imagination, to make that grand] and hav given us an inkling of many things we desired to 
ing, the old theological fortress seems honeycombed from|journéy with you. Am glad yon had such a splendid op-| know. 
mote to tower. Although the ¢nemy seems demoralized | portunity for luces tira in part compensation for} And I am so glad that you hav had the pleasure and 
and short of ammunition, they are NOW busily engaged in| the great wrong that has been imposed on you, profit of meeting in the Brussels Congress so many noble 
i stopping the rents, here and there mending a breach, ex-| Atter reading your elaborate delineation of the costly|men and women whose hearts are in the right place and 
i horting the faithful, and promising a festivs] next week, | cathedrals, with all the sacred shams and farcical flummery | who are pushing on the car of Freethought in the Qld 
pad a Christmas-tree in two weeks, ; gonuected therewith, snd realizing waat a host of piops* World. lam glad also that the political fight is oyer, and 


i Norman HILL, TEX., Dec. 4, 1880, 
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now you can pitch into old theology -so that they won't| How long, O ; R a 2 a E : p 
1 : g, O Justice, will men and women psy their Wars | take in their withdrawing steps. It is hoped the flash. that 
p crine M eb a E to atay earnings into the treasuries of the priests, who, like thé }}ocked like ambition will prove only apparent. Church 
to speak at Victoria, Seattle, Porti aa A eave home | Arkansas long-nosed, roach-backed swine, are always cry- | members, whatever they promis, will not sustain works or 
Oregon and the territory, dun e an b other points in | ing, squealing for more, and will greedily and piously take | candidates that do no$ favor church power, All such who 
and at Santa Barbara a d iR ring December and January, | the last mite from the widow aud orphan, and in return for|profess to befriend the new association will be spies and 
ary and March Y n v er pointe south during Febru- | all the money which they thus receive under false pretenses | traitors. Stanch characters, seeing the right, will leave 
+h. ours for truth, J. L. Yorx. | as men of God, they will giv a dry, hollow, useless prayer, | Churches and come to the Leagues. The great pity is that 
or which is much worse, use it to deprive the people of their | measures are not taken to prepare woman for Liberal allies, 
liberties here, aud & threat to consign them to a blazing Faithfühy, Man E. TrLLoT8oN. 
sulphurous hell in the hereafter ? 
After writing so much concerning the family of gods, Locust BAYoU, ARE,, Dec. 6, 1880. 
religions, and not only their uselessness, but great injury to| D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I hay been reading your very 
man, like a loathsome disease, a pig of lead around his|interesting description of Rome and its churches, priests, 
neck. or a paralysis of both the body and brain of human-|etc. What most pleased me was the banquet given to 
ity, I rejoice that you had the opportunity of visiting | you by all those true and noble mén and women honoring 
Europe and beholding with your eyes the works of the| you. I feel that they were honoring me. 
grand grasshopper, the pope, and all the lesser ones, in mur- Your friend, J. H. HASLAM. 
dering, torturing, persecuting, oppressivg, keeping in igno- 
rance and enslavement man in the past, and even up to the Castine HILL, Mx, Dec. 6, 1880. 
present time. But why did you not visit the rooms where; D. M. BENNETT: I hav been very much interested in 
are collected and preserved the instruments of torture used | reading your letters from Europe and your criticisms om 
by these religious fiends who, like the Southern slaveholder | priestcraft. The letters in themselva are worth what your: 
when lacerating or burning the tender human flesh and | paper cost. I keep a public place and I always keep it on 
nerves, turned the whites of their eyes skywards, and ex.|the table where it can be seen and read by the public. I 
claimed, ** We are doing that for Christ's sake ?” see the people get interested Jn reading it. I hope all those 
The grasshoppers must hav sat up nights and worked on | that are in arrears will pay up, and your valuable paper liv 
Sundays to hav ever studied out and invented such saintly | and continue to liv after you are gone. 
instruments to tear, dislocate disfigure, dismember, and Yours respectfully, H. TILLEY. 
destroy the body of the man, woman, or child who was seeme 
possessed of spirit or courage to refuse their yoke and to 
contribute to their support. MR. EDITOR, Dear Sir: I congratulate you on your safe 
As an evidence of their false pretenses, they claim tbat|return home. I hav followed your travela through the Old 
God is love, and that human beings were made by him, in| Country with muoh satisfaction, and am glad you are safe 
his own image, and then these fiendish priests who claim to | home to battle for universal mental liberty. There is some 
be followers of the meek and lowly Jesus, would seize upon | superstition here, yet I got our Christixn friends in our 
those images of God and shut them up in dungeons, bury | township a few evenings ago to organize a »emperance soci- 
them alive in tombs, rack and torture them in a frightful | ety. There also met with usa clergyman by the name of 
manner, and if death would not relieve the sufferer these | Miller. About every sentence he wanted God and the Bible 
men of God would throw them in broiling caldrons of oil, | mentioned. I opposed the God part of the affair, and 
break ali their bones on the wheel, or chain them to the] argued that we did not want God aud the Bible in a temper- 
stake and roast and burn them to death with slow fires | ance convention, because the old patriarchs got drums", and 
made of green wood. (Vide vols. iand ii, Lecky's Ration-| Christ was a distiller. He turned water into wine, 8nd 
alism in Europe.) commanded his followers to drink it as long as they live. 
Let every Freethinker, Rationalist, non-religionist, and | Rev. Miller did not pretend to answer my reasons for not 
Infidel make a solemn vow that from this time henceforth | wanting God and the Bible mentioned in a temperance 
he or she will never giv or donate, directly or indirectly, | organization only in this wise, that God is mentioned on our 
anything, money, goods, or lands, to the support of a re-| coin, and this was a Christian government, and he ought to 
ligious grasshopper, or the Church, or any institution man- | be mentioned in everything, even on the Knives and 
aged by or under tbe control of the church. forks, and also says that God performs wonders. Now he 
Our Liberal League is alive, and stands boldly by the|says he knew a person in his charge that was paleied; for 
National Liberal League in its action at Chicago. weeks he could not move his tongue, and just a few min- 
Yours, P. V. WIBE utes before he died he commenced singing a beautifuk 
hymn, and sang it through and died, That he calis a mir- 
acle. There are a number of his congregation that claim 
FREND BENNETT: Inclosed please find three dollars, | they can perform miracles, such as taking out fire by saying 
which please place to my credit for your paper. Lf you |OVer *o'ds in the Bible and stopping blood. I write this to 
publish a history of your trip through Europe mark me one | «how the ignorance there is iu certain localities. J, A, Gar- 
copy. I hav been highly interested in reading jt. I get | fleld said at a meeting in Salem, O., that a person might lie 
more information in reading your description of the differ- | and tell it over and over to his hearers till he himself and 
ent places you hav visited than through any other source. | his hearers believed it to be true. 


ALLEGHENY Crry, Pa., Nov. 28, 1880. 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: Please excuse me for not re- 
mitting sooner, and find inclosed the sum of $3, in payment 
for one year's subscription to your valuable paper. 

lam sorry to hear that there are so many in arrears as 
well as myself; and will endeavor in the future to be punc- 

; tual in payments: 
was a reader of your paper for a good while 

subscribed for it, and think Toould aot do without Ce i 

I was a member of the Baptist church some three years 
ago, when “John’s Way" was handed to me to read, which 
I did, and which entirely changed my religious belief. Of 
course, I never knew that such a paper as THE TRUTH 
SREEER waa in existence, as there are many others that 
don't. But I wish to say that I think I hav gained a good 
deal of knowledge by reading your paper; and will add, 
With pleasure, that I am as much of an Atheist as you are 
yourself. The idea of a personal God, let alone a litera] 
hell, or any other kind of hell, is what L cannot believe. 
M. Babcock’s writings suit me exactly. 

Hoping that you will be prosperous in your good work, I 
remain yours for liberty of thought and speech, 

i JAMES WOOLLEY,- 


Hows, TEx., Nov. 27, 1880. 
! D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: lhav been much interested 
in your letters from Europe. I hav so wondered about 
your writing. Idon'tsee how you can crowd 80 much in 
unless you use the shorthand system, or else hav a system of 
your own, in which you write almost as fast as you speak. 

How I hav laughed over that experience of yours in ob- 
taining lodgings in Rome! - 

Isuppose you will publish those letters in book form. 
They will make a good book, ; 

I will not trespass longer on your valuable time and good 
nature. Wishing you continued health to enable you to 
fight the errors of that mythical system, Christianity, I re- 
main, a8 ever, Your sincere friend, 

Anna M. Brooxs, 


Pratt, ILL, Dec. 15, 1880. 

EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: I hav a request to 
make of the clergy; they profess to believe that the Lord 
will answer prayers made in good faith, and the Bible so 
teaches, I think, especially if said prayer is consistent with 
the wishes of God. Now there are two men in the city of 
Morrison, Whiteside county, Ill.; one is an American and a 
grain dealer, the other is a German and a saloon-keeper; 
both good men, honest, upright, and good. The worst 
thing about the American is that he is a Republican, aud 
the worst thing about the German is that he keeps a saloon, 


BELLE VERNON, Pa., Dec. 1, 1880. 


although he will not sell to any person who gets drunk pears : A 
neither will he sell to a minor. VODUR men are E Ae Truly yours, LEVI JoHNETON, I think it perhaps is the case wlth Rev. Miller. He tells 
in Christ; neither of them believe that Christ was any hig ghost stories to his hearerB, and won't allow them to be 
more divine than any other.person, Now, for the sake of GENEVA, O., Nov. 80, 1880. | contradicted till he really believes the lies to be true, and 
humanity, amtto estabrieir ure Dean Sir: I was very much interested | his hearers the same. I heard our reverend gentleman tell 
eous are answered, I would ask the prayers of the clergy | in your lettera from Europe, ard if you publish them in | 200ther story to excite his hearera to repentance. It was 
for the conversion of those two men. I not only ask, but | book form I would like two copies of the book. that he held a revival in a certain place, and there were 
insist that you do so or else ever after hold your peace and Respectfully, N. 8. CASWELL, | tbree young boys who were unruly. After meeting, one 

night, they went to the hotel across the street from the 


acknowledge that your prayers are not answered, or else 
you are not servants of the Lord, as itis distinctly set forth 
in 2 Peter, iii, 9, and Ezekiel xxiii, 11, that it is the wish of 
the Lord God that none should perish, but that all might-be 
converted. I ask no miracle, but just establish the fact that 
prayers are answered, and I will allow you two weeks after 
‘this notice for the conversion of these two men. Please do 
this, as it is God’s will, and also for my sake, a8 I sincerely 
wish the fact established (if it is a fact) that prayers are 
answered now. Do not think, Mr. Clergyman, that this is 


WATERTOWN, N. Y, Nov. 27, 1880, | Church, and called for their suppers. The landlord asked 

D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: I congratulate you on your|them what they would hav, when one replied that they 
return from your tour in Europe, but more egpecially. do I wanted steaks of Jesus Christ, seasoned with blood. After 
greet you for the many interesting items of interest that you | PupDer they started out. One dropped dead on the steps, 
sent home to your paper. I see that you make a special jone dropped dead on the sidewalk, and the other dropped 
Call, especially to those in arrears. I am a little behind, and | dead while crossing the street. Thus, you see, said the 
now forward the amount for another year. I wish that all | Preacher, the judgment of God was visiten on these unbe- 
your readers would do the same nnd sustain the very fore-|lievers. Part of his flock shook with terror, and flocked to 
most paper of the age. We need just such a paper as yours | the altar for prayer. Thus. Mr. Editor, you see though we 
to pioneer us over the myths, superstitions, and the bigoted | are on the Connecticut western reserv, the home of presi- 


addressed to your neighbor; it is for every clergyman in the E I 
i e l James M. , | dogmas of the priesthood both pa:t and present. dents, we hav the basest of ignorance. The church is the 
United States, Resp ectfully, = ee d T Frsterually," S L. D OrNwzy. | Cradle of ignorance. CHESTER DEDELL. 
Sr. JosgPH, Mo., Dec. 11, 1880. uo a D 


VINELAND, N. J., Dec. 16, 1880. 

Bro. oe elcome to your chair editorial again, 
refreshed by two long sniffs from the saut, saut sea andaj I want to organize a state League, as soon as a sufficient 
ramble on monarchical grounds, through ecclesiastic pomp. er AN 
Swinging in the opposit of Albany retirement should give number of applications for membership to the same can be 
equipoise. Welcomes are the conirasted order of greetings | Obtained to warrant me in calling a convention for the pur- 
after the good hav been forced to bad places; but being |pose. ln many localities there are from one to half a dozen 
compelled to go and feel the pain of malicious power, the | or more Liberals who would like to be connected with the 
NIAI will not weary nor clog appreciativ senti- | Liberal League movement. Yet they do not at present feel 
menta. not swell the crowd at Chickering Hall, but my re- able to sustein 8 local League, and there are others who are 
joicing bid your spirit be strong to act its happy part. I already identified with local Leagues, who comprehend 
‘was not a listener at the World's Liberal Congress, but was | what may be accomplished by having a good, strong, work- 


a watcher for every word that pleuded for justice there. —_| ing state League. Now, let all such join me in getting up 
Your letters of travel renew my memory on historic|, strong state League—to work as an auxiliary to the 
points and supply modern changer, They will serve others National League. Let every man and woman who wishes 


in this way, while showing the immense extravagance of ; 
priestly pride in wasting wealth and art to deck temples of | to join with and become a member of a state League—the 
mockery. The study of cathedrals wasnot amiss. They | same to become when organized an auxiliary to the National 


are mothers of capital (creeds, color, laws) and must be |L. L.—send me one dollar and I will send them a certificate 
shown as hoards of gold that would hav been, troamiron to | of membership or a receipt for the same, Avd as soon as 
needy toilers from whom they were wrunz. ey are em- | enough i 

; : gh names and money are sent iu to warrant me in call- 
blems of heart’s blood extorted from parents that offspring ing a convention for the purpose of perfecting an organiza- 


D. M. BENNETT, Dear Sir: You well deserve the title of 
apostleship as one of the tried and persecuted sons of civil 
and religious freedom in the nineteenth century. It grieves 
me that my means are 80 limited that I cannot contribute 
more freely to your numerous publications of human rights 
and Christian wrongs. Your letters from Europe, from the 
hot-bed of Christianity, if put in book form, no irtelligent 
Christian family should be without, as a cherished text- 
book of the many delusions and absurdities of the Chris- 
tian theology, both borrowed and_ fashioned to suit an ava- 
ricious class of the human race. I believe all mankind hav 
a natural right to civil and religious freedom, but when re- 
ligion becomes hypocritical and delusiv, I think every hu- 
man being that loves truth and abhors lies should expose its 
errors in its various forme, that our children and the rising 
generation might not be deluded by such an unholy, relig- 
ious fraud, Yours respectfully, M. H. BLACKFORD. 

FREEPORT. N. Y., Deo. 18, 1880. 

Eprror TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Allow me to congrat- 
ulate you on your safe return from your European tour. 
We hav been very much interested in your letters. Please 


put my name down for a copy of them in book form. 
Your sincere friend, NELLIE JEPSEN.  |might be blinded by their glare and manacled by their |}! : l à i 
power. They doubtless reassured you that your last win-| tion, I will do so by convening a two or three-days’ meeting 
. Urca, Minn., Dec. 7, 1880. — 'ter's pen did not tell too much of human gods and god-duped | in some convenient place as near the center of the state as 
D. M. Benner, Dear Sir: Y hav been a subscriber to| men. Had Calvin remained Catholic he would hav been | shall beconsonànt with hall and hotel accommodations and 
Tux TRUTH SEEXER for two years and cannot do without | made high priest for burning Servetus. Peter is made ped- railroad facilities, And in case there should be any more 


it as long as it is published. Ieee my subscription runs out | estal and doorway for being so base a malefactor as to be - É à 
on the 28d of February. Please send ‘‘ Champions cf the | crucified head downward. Cruelest men make the greatest | Money sent in for membership fees than shall be required 
Church,” * World's Sages,” and THE TRUTH SEEKER for! gods. Your welcome and farewell in London was suitable | for hall rent, procuring speakers, and other necessary ex- 


Notes From [llinois. 


one year. . Yours truly, JAMES HOLT. {and noble. The event will not be deemed less merited by | penses, the balance will be turned over to the treasury of 
you if your fellow workers here claim some share of the |tne State League for the advancement of the Liberal League 
VABIOUS THINGS. pleasant offerings, We feel that you hav brought to our interest in the state of Illinois. 


Sr. Josgeg, Mo., Dec. 12, 1880. philanthropic work a token of the co-operating hands.of all ; a ROCOEN 3 

Mr, EpirTOR : I hav carefully read your correspondence at the banquet—a glow of inspiring zeal from all who spoke Having had this ae ene ede long time, I hav con- 

ot travel in order to compare your views with my own im- | their sympathy and gladness. The hands of our thankful- sulted with many of the iberals hav met on my passage 

pressions, as I passed over the greater portion of the same | ness reach out to clasp those of Besant, Bradlaugh, and all|through the state, and it has met with an almost unanimous 

route in 1879 that you did in 1880. Ihav been very much | the others. We know their words tht we hav read, that| approval. And I hav taken pains to make inquiries as to 
pleased witli your deamiptiona and eed ute d nd Sots aren ill repont Ory. glide thal they |o n eod Athar hopommodationi 

i urself, 1 became thorou isgusted wi ness, and c ng r itu x 
epis am dead aoai, mote ot edk Moy rejun, moa orea Pt tae i fet ate by Sanas o Langus? And hal the slo ot noe De pte n te 
j 3 aL i i iri ea 8 iving but for itse ste 
and crucified gods and saviors, saints, spirits, and ghosts, | appears the spiri g y g Seat tok Ale Mia tient Onna Dove ent E E 


]. persecuting, grasshopper priests, who obtain the | scenes, cheered by kindly receptions, you will resume re- à ard 
E T through fraud., false pretenses, force, and formatory duties so cheerfully as to smile at the missiles of | mental liberty, equality, and justice, regardless of church, 


robbery, who hav always been in league with robber kings, | enemies. They will be hurled a the National League— | creeds, and sectarian superstitions? 1f you say yes to this 
emperors, and the murderers and oppressors of man. | strategy will strive to sunder their ee ae muas re- | proposition, then let me hear from you. Address me at St. 
There could not be a king or emperor in power this day in | double efforts, keep an understanding through TEE 1 RUTH Johns, Perry county, Iilinois, until otherwise advised. 


it not for the religious grasshoppers, the com- | SEEKER, and gain ten for one that fails. — : 
Ontos TA "reform. dd liberty. PP l I think Ingersoll, Green, and Ohainey will 800n seo a mis- ¥, F. FoLLET, Ch. Ex. Sub-Com. of Ill, 


| Ehe Truth Seeker, December 25, 1880. 
vsemezacecvion | "SOME MISTAKES OF HOSES” 


is better than ecure.”—Samuel Colgate’s pam- 
P tl th United States Revised Statutes 
nd 6 e United State se 
3.893. page 763, amended July 12. 1876, and the ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
state laws, make it punishable by fine and im- . 
prisonment to mail or deal in any article, or em , j . 
prescribe Bueh, tor brevontine concept ond ol F This volume is printed on toned paper, in 
ut that simple cleanser, des an 1) clear, bold type, and handsomely bonnd in 
only for purposes of personal puri- ? EE d 
polely ana on of health, and prevention of | Muslin, containing 275 pages, 12mo. Price 


disease. which $1.25. 
Anthony Comstock set out to Sup- 


MANHATTAN MEDICAL INSTITUTE 


Established 1865. Incorporated in accordance 
with the laws of the state of New York. Thies 
institute, 80 long and favorably known under 
the suber ia pwience of Dr. Kinget «ince 1865, is 
located at 317 East 14th street, a few doors east 
from Second avenue, New York. Having been 
engaged in the special practice of treating 
chronic diseases for over thirty years, Dr. Kin- 
get is able to concentrate his long experience 
for the benefit of bis patients, many of whom 
are located in every state of the Union. the Do- 
minion of Canada, and the British Isles. Dr, 
Kinget, a graduate of King’s College, London, 

s. the author of “Medical Good 


“The Rest of All.” 
BY J. L. YORE, 
That friendship is the deepest 
Whieh counts fte years in growth ; 
That knowledge is most precious 
Which hath cost me most. 


That goodness is most worthy 
Which, like the light of heaven, 

Seeks out the poor and fallen, 
And visits those in prison. 


That love is best and sweetest 
Which seeks another’s gain; 

That charity the broadest 
Which hides a brother's stain. 


That faith is best and truest 
Which is world-wide in its span: 

That church and creed the highest 
Which brings most good to man. 


That hope ie best on earth - 
Which most inspires my life, 

That reaches out beyond the'grave, 
And saves from earthly strife. 


This book contains the principal points that 
press, Mr. {ngereoll has made against the Pantateuch 

bringing it botore lh lete that Rar beon purroptiiidnsly danwed the 
f j v are 

Three Grand Juries, Incorrect, filled with mistakes, and consist of 

only about fourteen or fifteen pages, while there 

and which has now become celebrated as the are two hundred and seventy-five pages in the 
COMSTOCK SYRINGE, . | book just issued. Tho book is unanswerable in 
cannot come within the provisions of said fed- m Dd nq logie Inimium le is its style, and 
eral or piate statues. Over 1,000 sold inthe last | ^o. Wita Wis satire. eroqueneo, and pathos, 
year. e : 


Greatest Godsend to the Sex Busts of R. G. Ingersoll, 
gotten up in this generation. Bent. securely | By the celebrated sculptor, OLARE MILES, 
[e] 1 


Journal. This Institute is conducted by a staff 


of all CHRONIO DISEASES of BOTH SEXES in 
separate departments, The Institute is well 
known to many leading physicians, to whom 
reference can be made, who will giv sssurance 
that all patients will be treated skilfully and 
honorably. Among other diseases of a chronic 
nature. special attention is given here to those 
of the nervous system.as Seminal Weakness, 
Nervous Exhaustion, Impotency. Epilepsy, 
Diseases of the Bladder, Lungs, Kidneys, and 


Bkin. Syphilitia and Berofulous diseases. and | boxed, with special instructions. Confidential 
That truth 18 best and highest ali Diseases of Women. Questions for invalids | terms to agents, Price.$10. Address Cabinet size, price $2,50. 
hich helps me on my way, sent free on apolioation, Address T, R. KIN- SAM. H. PRESTON Small Busts, on Pedestal (mantel ornament), . 
T} atlifts the soul from darkness, GET, M, D.. 317 E, 14^h st., New York. 8m50 sott 209 West 34th streer. N. y. | price $1.25. Neatly packed and boxed ready for 


shipment, Every admirer of this great Apostie 


KNOW TH YSE LE! | 1 tbott should hav at joast one. 

* LJ M 

"m N THE untold miseries that re Photographs of Mr, Ingersoll. 
S darly lite may be allevtated By Sarnony, the celebrated artist of New 


and cured. Those who doub: York, at the following prices: 
this assertion should Durchase 


And points to endless day. 


That world is best just now 
Which offers most of duty; 

That soul feels most of heaven 
‘Which drinks in most of beauty, 


"That heaven is best for me’ 


Correspondence Wanted. 


A gentleman with a good home wishes to cor- 
respond with ladies forty or fifty years of age, 
Object, to fnd a life partner, aterialistic 
views preferred. SAM’L HINDMAN, 
1m650 Campbell! Hil. Ill. 


Which brings me to my own," Taek Re PEABODY MED | Photo or oard amo o, t c c ap ante 
Y shed by the . oto or card Bize SN ME" i s 
The dear and loved juet gone before Ruptures Cured TOAL INSTITUTE, Boston, | Life-siza Lithograph,zixaT . . 50” 
y Hit) ie uL, 
Will meet us when we come, By mv Medical Compound  and| AAAA o: Scit Preservation. Ex. ,  SOBIREO DAIC. p M. BENNETT. 
None will ask, when we get there, Rubber Elastic Appliance in 30 | hausted vitality nervous and physical debility. 141 Brana 8r.. New York 


or vitality impaired by the errors of youth or too 

Ghose application to business. may be restored 66 a week in your own town., Terma and $5 

and manhood regained. i outfit free. H. Hallett & Oo., Portland, Me 
Two hundredth edition, revised and enlarged 7 


just published. _Tt is a standard medical work, > 

the best in the English language, written by a of 

nse diu manatee Ww SUPERSTITION; 
W agold and j medal by . ; 
tional Medical Association. It contains beauti- THE RELIGION OF. 

m and very expensive chara ir Three "m " n 
undred pages, more tha y valuable pre. 

seriptions for allforms of prevailing disease, Believe or be Damned. 
the regul of HE ie wort | 
cessful practicé, either one o wor 

fen times the price ofthe hook, Bound in Frencb OPEN LETTER TO THE 


loth : orice on}y $1, sent by mail post-paid. ; 
The London . anoet says: * No person should ST. JOHNS SCHOOL BOARD. 


days, Reliable reference given. Send stamp 
for Oircular. 

Say in what paper you saw this advertise. 
ment. Address OAPT. W. A. COLLINGS, 
13146 Smithville, Jefferson Co.. N. Y. 


Of the road we chanced to come. 
As we left behind all earthly ills, 
They'll bid us welcome home. 


À heaven of higher life 2nd love. 
Which knows no sect or clan, 

But opens wide the heavenly gate 
To the divine in man. 


AM are children of the Father, 
Sparks from that central sun, 

Not a soul, though weak in goodness, 
Oan ba Lost to the Infinit One. 


A 


Down East. à : «HA be without this valuable book. The author isa ` BY . 
Ex à 4 ec noble benefactor.” : ] | 
, BY CHARLES BRADLEY, - : A it M An illustrated sample sent to all on receipt of |. M. BABCOCK. 
— = MALA] RES- 6 cents for postage. 


Truth's what is; poetry, what ought to be.—B 
I once did liv in Dracut, ` 


The author refers by permission to Hon. 8 book contains an inspired PHOTO- 


= YN Thi 
LAND, NEW JERSEY. P. A. BISSELL. M.D., President of the Nation- | GRAPH of the GOD that's being Worshiped at | 


And then knew-Lowell well, A regularly educated and legally qualified | 81, Medical Association. the expense of the dietrict in our publio 
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